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prehensions  have  but  served  to  increase  the 
erila  they  feared — arc  at  length  coming  over, 
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ple to  defend  themselves ;   they  will  not  at- 
tempt it ;  if  the  cannon  are  left,   Newport 
can  be  saved,     ------ 
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Trumbull :  The  combination  betwixt  the  To- 
ries daily  grows  more  and  more  open ;  in  a 
few  days  he  will  send  some  new  discove- 
ries, ----- 

Letter  from  William  Watson  to  Colonel  Moy- 
lan,  April  20 :  Requests  a  day  may  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  sale  of  certain  prizes,  as  many 
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Letter  from  General  Ward  to  General  Wash- 
ington :  Attack  of  the  boats  of  the  British 
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Letter  from  the  Philadelphia  Committee  to  the 
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Union,  they  are  requested  to  send  Deputies 
to  meet  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  18th  of  June, 
to  provide  for  electing  members  for  a  Pro- 
vincial Convention  to  be  held  for  the  express 
purpose  of  forming  and  establishing  a  new 
Government,  "  on  the  authority  of  the  Peo- 
ple" only,  and  for  the  security  of  their  peace, 
liberty,  and  safety,  according  to  the  Resolu- 
tion of  the  Continental  Congress, 
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CONNECTICUT  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

May  6,  The  Governour  having  received  intelligence 
that  a  large  Army  of  foreign  Troops,  hired 
by  the  Ministry  and  powers  of  Great  Britain 
to  lay  waste  and  destroy  this  country,  are  on 
their  passage,  and  may  be  daily  expected, 
the  men  lately  ordered  to  be  detached  are 
to  be  fitted  to  march  on  any  emergency,      -     649 
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Haddrell's  Point ;  all  reports  are  to  be  made 

to  him,  as  commanding  officer,  - 

15    Letter  from  Colonel  Horry  to  John  L.  Gervis,  - 

is'.    Letter  from  General  Mercer  to  the  President  of 

Congress,  .-..-- 

15,   Memorial  of  Richard  Henderson   and  others, 

proprietors  of  Transylvania,  to  the  Virginia 

Convention,      .----- 
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y«n«  15,  Letter  from  the  Maryland  Delegates  in  Con- 
gress to  the  Council  of  Safety :  They  know 
of  no  power  to  order  the  Militia  in  service 

out  of  the  Province, 

15,    Letter  from  George  Cook  to  Colonel  Plater, 

with  a  draft  of  Smith's  Creek,      - 
15,   LetUTfVom  Amos  Garrett  to  the  Maryland  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  :  Has  got  his  works  erected  and 
inatL-rials  collected  for  making  saltpetre,  but 
does  not  succeed  well,        .         .         -         - 
15,   Letter  from  Richard  Harrison  to  the  Maryland 
Council  of  Safety  :  Has  shipped  for  them  at 
St.  Eustatia,  powder  and  Holland  duck, 
15,    Letter  from   the   Pennsylvania  Committee   of 
Safety  to   General   Washington,  requesting 
him  to  send  an  Engineer  to  aid  them  in  con- 
structing works  of  defence  at  Billingsport,  - 
15,   Resolutions  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Com- 
mittee for  collecting  the  arms  of  the  Non-As- 
sociators,  ..---- 

15,   Acknowledgments  of  Mathias  Roth,  Jonathan 
Roth,  Henry  Ketner,  and  John  Ebeling,  pub- 
lished by  the  Berks  County  (Pennsylvania) 
Committee,        .         -         -         -         - 

Address  of  the  Provincial  Congress  to  the  In 

habitants  of  New-Jersey,    .         -        - 
Letter  from  the  New-York  Congress  to  Gene- 
ral Washington,         .        -        - 
Letter  from    Colonel   McDougall   to   General 

Washington,      .         -        -        - 
Letter   ftoin   General  Washington  to  Joshua 
Wentworth,       ------ 

Letter  from  the  New-York  Congress  to  Gene- 
ral   Washington,   respecting    two    soldiers 
who  have  attempted  to  pass  counterfeit  bills 
of  credit,  ------- 

Letter  from  the  New-York  Congress  to  Gene- 
ral Greene  :  They  are  obliged  to  refuse  per- 
mission to  purchase  cannon  in  the  Colony, 
List  of  the  Firemen  of  New- York, 
Letter  from  the  New- York  Congress  to  Gene- 
ral Washington :  By   a  Resolution    passed 
yesterday  they  depend  that  the  Commissary- 
General  will  obtain  the  provisions  desired,  - 
Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  General  Wash- 
in»ton:  State  of  affairs  in  the  Northern  De 
partment,  -        -         -         - 

Letters  from  Mr.  Watts  to  General  Schuyler, 
requesting  permission  for  Lady  Johnson  to 
go  to  New- York,  -  -  .  -  - 
Letters  from  General  Schuyler  to  Robert  Watts : 
Refers  Lady  Johnson's  application  to  Ge- 
neral Washington, 

Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  for  transacting 
Indian  Affairs  in  the  Northern  Department, 
held  at  Albany,  June  13,  1776,  - 
Return  of  the  Continental  Forces  in  Canada, 

June  12,  1776, 

Return  of  Colonel  Wynkoop's  Regiment,  June 
20,  1776,  ------- 

Return  of  Colonel  Van  Schaick's  Regiment, 
June  20,  1776, 
15,   Letter  from  General  Ward  to  the  Massachusetts 
Council,    -        -        -        -         - 

British   fleet  driven   from  Nantaskct    Roads, 
(Note,) 

15,  Resolve  'of  the  Massachusetts  Assembly  for  re- 
establishing the  Courts,      -         -        -        - 

16,  Letter  from  Colonel  Moultrie  to  General  Arm- 
strong :  Seventeen  hundred  men  of  the  en- 
emy have  landed  on  Long-Island  ;  they  are 
still  landing  as  fast  as  the  boats  can  bring 
them.  Colonel  Thompson  requests  one  hun- 
dred men,  without  whom  he  cannot  under- 
take to  prevent  their  landing  on  Sullivan's 
Island, 1188 

16,  Letter  from  General  Armstrong  to  Colonel 
Moultrie  :  The  point  at  which  liie  enemy  may 
attempt  to  laud  on  Sullivan's  Island  must 
be  prudently  and  vigorously  defended  at  all 
events, 1188 

16,  Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  Colo- 
nel Roberdeau  :  Requesting  a  guard  to  take 
charge  of  money  to  New- York  on  its  way  to 
Canada, 919 

16,  Letter  from  Captain  Wickes  to  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee :  He  will  get  out  and  proceed  on  his 
intended  cruise,  on  the  first  opportunity,     -     919 
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Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,  .  -  -  -  - 
Return  of  the  disposition  of  the  Cannon,  and 
ten  coni])anies  of  the  Continental  Regiment 
of  Artillery,  and  one  Colony  company  of  Ar- 
tillerv,  in  and  about  the  City  of  New-York, 
June'  10,  1776, 

Letter  from  General  Sullivan  to  General  Wash- 
in"ton,  June  5:  Affairs  in  Canada  much  im- 
proved since  he  arrived  there ;  the  encamp- 
ment at  Sorel  is  almost  enclosed  and  a  bat- 
tery completed.  General  Thompson  with 
about  two  thousand  of  the  best  troops  have 
been  sent  against  the  enemy  at  Three  Rivers  ; 
the  Canadians  arc  flocking  by  hundreds  to 
take  a  part  with  us  ;  in  a  few  days  the  Army 
can  be  reduced  to  order,  and  a  new  face  put 
on  our  affairs,  which,  a  few  days  since,  seem- 
ed almost  impossible,  -         -         -      ,   - 

General  Sullivan's  Instructions  to  Gen.  Thomp- 
son, Sorel,  June  6,     - 

Appointment  of  Francis  Guillot  to  be  Captain 
of  an  Independent  Company  of  French  Ca- 
nadians, by  General  Sullivan,  June  6, 

Letter  from  General  Arnold  to  General  Sulli- 
van, June  5  :  He  intended  setting  off  this 
day,  from  Montreal,  but  has  been  hindered 
by  taking  the  goods  in  town  ;  it  will  not  be 
in  his  power  to  take  an  account  of  the  goods 
and  send  them  off  in  three  days ;  the  enemy 
below  will  not  advance  suddenly,  there  will 
be  time  to  prepare  for  them ;  we  shall  be  re- 
inforced in  time  to  secure  this  part  of  the 
country,    ------- 

Letter  from  J.  Duggan  to  General  Schuyler, 
June  5,     ------- 

Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  General  Wash- 
ington, of  June  12th,  enclosing  a  letter  from 
General  Arnold  ;  the  next  will  probably  an- 
nounce the  evacuation  of  Canada  by  our 
Troops,     ------ 

Letter  from  General  Arnold  to  General  Schuy- 
ler, June  6  :  He  is  removing  a  parcel  of  goods 
he  has  seized  at  Montreal,  and  will  probably 
have  all  over  this  evening ;  our  enemies  are ' 
daily  increasing,  and  our  friends  deserting 
us.  With  a  powerful  Army  against  us,  well 
disciplined  and  well  supplied,  it  will  be  a 
miracle  if  we  keep  the  country, - 

Letter  from  General  Ward  to  General  Wash- 
ington, June  9,  -         -         -         -         - 

Letter  from  Mr.  Palfrey  to  General  Washing- 
ton, ------- 

Letter  from  Isaac  Ketcham  to  the  New- York 
Congress:  Has  important  matters  to  com- 
municate ;  Hickey  and  Lynch  have  informed 
him  of  the  conspiracy,        .         -         -         - 

Letter  from  General  Washington  to  General 
Schuyler,  ------- 

Letter  from  General  Washington  to  General 
Sullivan,    ------- 

Letter  from  General  Washington  to  General 
Ward,       ------- 

Letter  from  Mrs.  Johnson  to  Gieneral  Wash- 
ington,     ------- 

Letter  from  General  Arnold  to  General  Sulli- 
van :  Is  retreating  with  the  greatest  expedi- 
tion ;  has  arrived  at  La  Prairie,  with  some 
rum,  molasses,  wine,  &c.,  seized  at  Mon- 
treal ;  will  destroy  all  the  batteaus  and  break 
down  all  the  bridges  in  his  rear;  expects  to 
be  at  St.  John's  this  evening,      -         -         - 

Letter  from  General  Arnold  to  Gieneral  Sulli- 
van :  Is  at  St.  John's,  where  nothing  is  done 
to  fortify  the  camp ;  this  requires  immediate 
attention  ;  will  be  at  Chainbly  in  the  morn- 
ing, -------- 

Letter  from  Commodore  Hopkins  to  Captain 
Whipple,  ordering  him  on  a  cruise  in  the 
ship  Columbus,  -         -         -         -         - 

Letter  from  Commodore  Hopkins  to  Captain 
Biddle,  ordering  him,  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  proceed  to  sea,  on  a  crtiise,  in  the  brig- 
antiiio  Andrew  Doria,         -         -         -         - 

Letter  from  General  Ward  to  General  Washing- 
ton :  A  detachment  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Wliitcomb,  on  the  13th  inst.,  drove 
the  British  Fleet  out  of  the  harbour,  - 
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June  17,  Letter  from  Edmund  Pendleton  to  tlie  Virginia 
Delegates  in  Congress,  proposing  a  tempo- 
rary boundary  between  Virginia  and  Penn- 

•  sylvania,    -------     932 

17,    Resolutions  of  the  Committee  for  the  Lower 

District  of  Frederick  County,  in  Maryland : 
They  will  support  and  maintain  at  the  hazard 
of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  what  may  be  re- 
commended by  a  majority  of  the  Congress ; 
'  every  resolution  of  the  Convention,  tending 
to  separate  Maryland  from  a  majority  of  the 
Colonics,  is  destructive  to  our  internal  safety 
and  big  with  publick  ruin,  -         -         .     933 

17,  Letter  from  the  Baltimore  Committee  to  the 
Maryland  Council  of  Safety  :  Dr.  Stevenson 
is  considered  an  eneniiy  to  America,  and  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  trust  so  much  pow- 
der as  he  claims  in  his  hands,     -         -         .     933 

17,  Letter  from  the  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to 
Captain  Isaac  Vanbibber :  He  can  have  five 
hundred  pounds  in  advance,  on  complying 
with  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  Convention 
for  erecting  Powder-Mills,  -         -         -     933 

17,    Letter  from  the  New-York  Delegates  to  the 

Provincial  Congress,  ....     934 

17,  Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  Ge- 
neral Washington, 934 

17,  Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  Ge- 
neral Schuyler :  Nearly  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  (twenty-one  thousand  in  silver,) 
is  forwarded  for  the  Army  in  Canada,  -    934 

17,  Letter  from  William  Whipple  to  John  Lang- 
don  :  There  is  little  probability  of  procuring 
guns  for  the  frigate,  if  they  cannot  be  ob- 
tained at  Providence  ;  the  Committee  decline 
giving  orders  for  shipping  men  while  the 
prospect  of  getting  guns  is  so  uncertain,     ■   1027 

17,  Letter  from  Josiah  Bartlett  to  John  Sullivan: 
The  account  given  by  the  Commissioners 
who  have  returned  from  Canada,  of  the  be- 
haviour of  the  New-England  officers  and 
soldiers,  is  very  painful ;  by  their  account, 
men  never  behaved  so  badly ;  some  Regi- 
ments not  having  more  than  one  hundred 
men,  when  it  was  expected  they  had  six 
times  that  number,  stealing  and  plundering 
arms,  ammunition,  military  stores,  &c.,  and 
taking  the  batteaus  and  running  off,    -         -   1028 

17,  Letter  from  the  Pennsylvania  Committee  of 
Safety  to  the  President  of  Congress,  respect- 
ing an  exchange  of  prisoners,     -         .         -     933 

17,  Address  to  the  Privates  of  the  several  Batta- 
lions of  Military  Associators  in  Pennsylva- 
nia: Inviting  a  Provincial  meeting  of  Asso- 

•  ciators,  to  meet  at  Lancaster,  on  the  4th  of 
July  next,  to  choose  two  Brigadier-Gene- 
rals,   935 

Protest  of  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the 
Military  Associators  of  Philadelphia,  against 
the  appointment  of  Brigadier-Generals  by 
the  Assembly,    ------    935 

Protest  of  the  Board  of  Officers  of  the  five  Bat- 
talions of  Philadelphia,       .         -         -         -     937 

17,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress :  General  Wooster  has 
arrived  at  Head-Quarters,  and  is  desirous  of 
seeing  his  family  in  Connecticut,         -         -     937 

17,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,  enclosing  General  Sulli- 
van's Letter  of  June  7th,  -  -  -  -  937 
Letter  from  General  Sullivan  to  General  Wash- 
ington, June  7  :  Wishes  General  Washing- 
ton or  General  Lee  may  be  sent  to  Canada. 
If  any  other  officer  is  sent  to  take  the  com- 
mand he  asks  for  permission  to  return,        -     938 

17,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Committee  of  Safety  :  It  is  not  pos- 
sible to  spare  from  New-York  any  person 
having  the  least  skill  in  the  business  of  an 
Engineer,  ...---     J38 

17,  Letter  from  Joseph  Trumbull  to  the  President 
of  Congress :  He  has  found  it  necessary  to 
purchase  in  Piiiladelphia  twenty  thousand 
barrels  of  flour  for  the  Army  at  New-York 
and  in  Canada, 938 

17,  Memorial  of  Garret  Roorback  to  Gen.  Wash- 
ington :  On  the  complaints  against  him,  as 
Barrackmaster  in  New-York,       -         -         -    939 
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June  17,  Letterfrom  General  Schuyler  to  General  Wash- 
ington,      939 

Letterfrom  ColonelWynkoop  to  General  Schuy- 
ler, June  10, 942 

Letter  from  John  Lansing,  Jan.,  to  General 
Schuyler,  June  14, 942 

17,    Letter  from  General   Schuyler   to  Governour 

Trumbull, 943 

17,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  General  Sulli- 
van,   943 

17,  Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress:  Expressing  disappoint- 
ment and  surprise  at  the  order  of  Congress 
for  the  removal  of  the  cannon  from  New- 
London,  by  which  they  are  unexpectedly, 
and  without  a  hearing,  stripped  naked  and 
left  defenceless,  ....        -     944 

17,  Letter  from  Mrs.  Wooster  to  Governour  Trum- 
bull,   945 

17,    Letter  from  Commodore  Hopkins  to  Captain 

Biddle, 945 

17,  Letter  from  an  Officer  in  the  Colony  Train  at 
Nantasket,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Crafts :  Account  of  the  expedition  to  Nan- 
tasket against  the  British  fleet,   .        -         -    945 

17,  Resolve  of  Massachusetts  Assembly  prohibiting 
the  exportation  of  provisions  out  of  the  Co- 
lony by  water,   ------     946 

17,  Letter  from  the  New-Hampshire  Assembly  to 

the  President  of  Congress :  Our  affairs  are 
hastening  fast  to  a  crisis,  and  the  approach- 
ing campaign  may  determine  the  fate  of 
America ;  we  will  cheerfully  strain  every 
sinew  to  maintain  and  prosecute  so  just  a 
war  on  our  side  till  gloriously  ended,  or 
perish  in  the  ruins  of  it,     -         -        -         -    947 

18,  Letter  from  General  Lewis  to  the  President  of 

Congress :  In  consequence  of  an  express 
from  General  Lee,  he  has  ordered  two  Bat- 
talions to  be  in  readiness  to  march  to  Cross- 
Creek,  in  North-Carolina,  which  much  weak- 
ens the  force  in  Virginia ,  and  it  is  not  yet 
certain  where  General  Clinton  will  make  his 
attack, 948 

18,    Letter  from  the  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to 

Cumberland  Dugan, 948 

18,  Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  Ge- 
neral Washington:  The  unfortunate  death 
of  General  Thomas  having  made  a  vacancy 
in  the  command  in  Canada,  General  Gates 
has  been  appointed  to  succeed  him,    -         -     948 

18,  Letterfrom  the  President  of  Congress  to  James 
Mease  :  Requiring  him  immediately  to  pur- 
chase, and  forward  to  New-York,  as  much 
cloth  for  tents  as  he  can  procure,        -         -    949 

18,  Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  Gun- 
ning Bedford :  Informing  him  that  he  has 
been  appointed  Mustermaster-Gcneral,  and 
directing  him  immediately  to  repair  to  Head- 
Quarters,  at  New-York,      -        -         -         -    949 

18,  Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Council  of  Safety :  The  pro- 
posed exchange  of  prisoners  will  be  preju- 
dicial to  the  general  service,        .        -         -     949 

18  Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  Co- 
lonel Haslett, 949 

18,    Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  the 

Convention  of  New-Jersey,        -        -        -     949 

18,    Petition  of  Charles  Walker,  of  the  Island  of 
Providence,   to  the    Continental  Congress, 
for  pay  for  a  vessel  furnished  Admiral  Hop- 
kins, when  he  was  at  Providence,        -        -    950 
Charles  Walker' s  account  against  the  Congress,     950 

18     Memorial  of  Dr.  John  Morgan  to  the  Congress,  1714 


PENNSYLVANTA  PROVINCIAL  CONFERENCE  OF  COMMITTEES. 

yuae  18,  Deputies  to  the  Conference  met  at  Carpen- 

ter's  Hall,  in  Philadelphia,  -        -        -    951 

List  of  the  Deputies  appointed  from  the  several 

Counties,  -         -         "         "  _     ".        "951 

Colonel  Thomas  McKoan  chosen  President, 

and  Colonel  Joseph  Hart  Vice-President,  -  952 
19,    On  taking  questions,  the  City  and  Counties, 

respectively,  to  have  one  vote,  -  -  -  952 
Resolution  of  Congress  of  May  15,  read  twice 

and  fully  approved  by  the  Conference,         -     952 
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June  19,  Present  Government  of  Pennsylvania  declarcU 
incompetent  to  the  exigencies  of  our  affairs, 

Provincial  Convention  to  be  called  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  fortning  a  new  Government 
in  the  Province,  on  the  authority  of  the  peo- 
ple only,  .-----■ 

Committee  to  provide  for  calling  the  Conven- 
tion, -        -        -        "         '        "     .    " 

Petition  from  the  German  Associators  of  Phila- 
delphia, read,    ------ 

Qualiiications  of  electors  and  of  persons  who 
may  be  elected,  considered  in  Committee  of 

the  Whole, 

20,   Qualifications  reported  and  agreed  to,     - 

The  election  to  be  made  by  ballot, 

No  person  advertised  by  any  Committee  as  an 

enemy  to  the  liberties  of  America,  permitted 

to  vote,     ...---- 

•21,    Every  voter  at  the  proposed  election  shall  be  a 

freeman,  ------- 

Oath  and  Declaration  to  be  taken  by  a  person 
elected  before  he  can  take  a  seat  in  the  Con- 
vention,   -        -        -         -     ,   - 

Address  and  Petition  of  the  Commanders  of 
the  thirteen  Row-Galleys  to  the  Conference, 

Committee  to  consider  the  proper  time,  place, 
and  manner,  of  holding  and  regulating  the 
ensuing  election,        .         .        -        -         - 

Memorial  from  the  Patriotick  Society  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  to  the  Conference, 

Eight  Representatives  to  be  sent  by  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  and  eight  by  each  County  in 
the  Province,  to  the  Convention, 

22,  Address  from  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the 

Associators  in  Philadelphia,  presented  and 

read,  ....--- 

Minute  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee 

of  Safety,  presented  and  read,    -         -         - 

23,  Districts  of  the  several  Counties  for  holding  the 

election  for  Members  of  the  Convention,     - 

Committee  to  prepare  a  draft  of  an  Address  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province, 

Committee  to  obtain  from  the  Committee  of 
Safety  a  copy  of  all  Owlers  given  to  Samuel 
Davidson  since  bis  appointment  as  principal 
Commander  of  the  Navy  of  the  Province,  - 

Draft  of  an  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Province,  presented  and  read,     -         -         - 

Resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  3d  and  4th  of 
June,  instant,  read,    -        -        -        -        - 

Resolution  of  the  Assembly  of  the  14th  instant, 
read,         ..... 

Minute  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  read,    -        -        -        .        - 

Committee  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  rais- 
ingfour  thousand  men,  which,  with  the  fifteen 
hundred  now  in  the  pay  of  the  Province,  will 
be  the  quota  of  the  Colony  required  by  the 
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for  that  they  will  be  ruined. 

Letter  from  General  Wa.shington  to  William 
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necticut,  --.-... 

Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Presi- 
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21, 
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Letter  from  General  Ward  to  General  Wash, 
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15,    Committee  met  in  the  Assembly  Chamber, 
Philip  Livingston  chosen  President, 
List  of  suspected  persons,      -        -        .        . 

19,  Form  of  Warrant  for  arresting  dangerous  per. 
sons,  adopted,  ...... 

Form  of  Summons  for  suspected  persons, 

20,  Committee  to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  Warrant 
proper  to  be  issued  against  such  persons  of 
equivocal  character  as  may  neglect  or  refuse 
to  appear  on  summons;  also  of  a  Summons 
for  persons  supposed  to  be  inimical  and  dan. 
gerous  to  the  cause  of  America, 

Examination  of  William  Leary,  ... 
Examination  of  James  Mason,  .  .  . 
List  of  persons  charged  as  enemies  to  America, 

21,  Letter  from  the  Committee  to  General  Washing- 
ton, requesting  the  arrest  of  David  Matthews, 

Return  by  General  Greene  of  the  arrest  of  Mr. 

Matthews,  ..... 

Letter  from  Mrs.  Brewerton  to  Captain  Ran. 

dall, 

22,  Examination  of  Whitehead  Hicks, 
Mr.  Hicks  allowed  until  the  24th  to  consider 

the  parole  tendered  him  by  the  Committee, 
Samuel  Whitten  examined  and  discharged,     . 
Samuel  Martin  examined  and  required  to  at. 

tend  the  Committee  to-morrow, 
Deposition  of  Robert  Fenton,  ... 
Deposition  of  Thomas  Fletcher,  ... 
Deposition  of  David  Gray,  .... 
Deposition  of  Hugh  Stevenson,  ... 
Deposition  of  Cornelius  Piatt,  ... 
Orders  for  the  arrest  of  Peter  McLean,  James 

Matthews,   William    Forbes,   John    Clarke, 

John  Campbell,  and  George  Brewerton, 

23,  Examination  of  David  Matthews,  the  Mayor  of 
New-York,         ..... 

Examination  of  William    Forbes,  of  Goshen 

Precinct,  in  Orange  County, 
James  Savage  examined,         .... 
John  Clarke  examined,  .... 

Deposition  of  John  Kearl,      .... 
Deposition  of  Abraham  Ackerman, 
Deposition  of  John  Craig,      .... 
Deposition  of  John  Andrews, 

24,  William  Axtell  examined  by  the  Committee,  . 
Mr.  Axtell  allowed  until  Thursday  next  to  con. 

sider  the  parole  offered  him  by  the  Commit- 
tee, -- 
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.Ame 24,  JohnWillett  examined  and  (lischargedon  giving 

bond,  that  he  will  neither  directly  nor  indi- 
rectly contravene  or  oppo.se  the  measures  of 
the  Continental  or  the  Provincial  Congress,- 

Captain  Archibald  Hamilton  examined  and 
discharged  on  his  parole,    -         -         -         - 

Examination  of  John  Yatesof  Wallkill  Precinct, 
in  Ulster  County,       -         -         -         ".       " 

Captain  Abeel  ordered  to  arrest Simer- 

son,  of  Hempstead,  in  Queen's  County, 

25,  Form  of  Warrant  to  be  issued  against  such  per- 

sons of  equivocal  character  as  may  reftise  or 

neglect  to  appear  on  summons,  -         -         - 
Form  of  Summons  to  persons  inimical  to  the 

cause  and  rights  of  America,       -        .         - 
Examination  of  George  Brewerton, 
Mr.  Brewerton's  bond  and  discharge,     - 
Order  for  the  arrest  of  Nicholas  Connery, 
Deposition  of  James  Campbell  and  Alexander 

Anderson,  ....-- 

26,  Case  of  Dr.  Samuel  Martin  further  considered. 
Certificate  to  Dr.  Martin,  -  -  -  - 
James  Matthews's  Bond,  .  .  -  - 
Deposition  of  Irael  Youngs,  -  -  -  - 
Examination  of  Gilbert  Forbes,      -         -         - 

27,  Mr.  Axtell  objects  to  the  parole  offered  him  by 

the  Committee  ;  but  offers  to  give  his  parole 
not  to  take  any  active  part  against  this  coun- 
try,   - 

His  case  (concealing  his  name)  to  be  submit- 
ted to  tne  Provincial  Congress,  -        -        - 

Summons  issued  to^CharlesNicoU,  Donald  Mc- 
Clean,  Peter  Graham,  Richard  Morris,  Solo- 
mon Fowler,  and  William  Smith,  as  persons 
of  equivocal  character,        -        -         .         . 

Summons  issued  against  Theophylact  Bache, 
Charles  Arden,  John  Moore,  Sen.,  Benja- 
min Williams,  Nathaniel  Underbill,  James 
Horton,  Jun.,  William  Sutton,  Peter  Come, 
Peter  Huggeford,  William  Barker,  Joshua 
Purdy,  and  Absalom  Gidney,  persons  inimi- 
cal to  the  cause  and  rights  of  America, 

Case  of  William  Axtell  to  be  laid  before  the 
Provincial  Congress  for  their  direction, 

Summons  issued  against  William  Bayard,  Wil- 
liam Newton,  Frederick  Rhinelander,  Chris- 
topher Benson,  John  Wood,  James  Cogge- 
shall,  Samuel  Burling,  Theophilus  Harden- 
brook,  John  Millner,  Benjamin  James,  Da- 
vid Beatty,  Linus  King,  John  Baltus  Dash, 
and  Henry  Law,  -  .  -  .  . 
29,  Information  given  by  David  Baldwin,  of  Bergen 
County,  New-Jersey,  -         -         .         . 

Prisoners  sent  to  Brigadier-General  Greene,  - 


My  1,  Letter  from  General  Lee  to  General  Washing- 
ton :  Account  of  the  attack  and  defeat  of  the 
British  fleet  at  Sullivan's  Island, 

1,  Letter  from  Christopher  Gadsden  to  Colonel 
Moultrie,  ------- 

1,  Letter  from  General  Lee  to  Colonel  Moultrie  : 
The  garrison  should  be  kept  more  vigilant 
than  ever ;  in  war  we  are  never  in  so  great 
danger  as  when  success  makes  us  confident, 

1,  Letter  from  John  Cradock  to  the  Maryland 
Council  of  Safety :  Resigns  his  commission 
of  First  Major,  in  Soldiers'  Delight  Battalion; 
they  will  be  commanded  only  by  officers  re- 
commended by  themselves,         ... 

1,  Letter  from  Colonel  Gist  to  the  Maryland  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  resigning  his  commission, 

1,  Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  Gene- 
ral Washington,  with  Mr.  Wiebert,  a  French 
Engineer, 1193 

1,  Letter  from  John  Adams  to  Archibald  Bullock  : 
There  has  been  a  great  change  in  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Colonies,  a  few  months  will 
bring  us  all  to  the  same  w.iy  of  thinking;  this 
morning  is  assigned  for  the  debate  on  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  this  day 
or  to-morrow  is  to  determine  its  fate, 

1 ,  Letter  from  John  Adams  to  Samuel  Cha.se  :  The 
question  of  Independence  was  carried  to-day 
in  the  affirmative,  in  Committee  of  theWhole, 
and  reported  to  the  House  ;  a  Colony  desir- 
ed it  might  be  postponed  until  to-morrow, 
when  it  will  pass  by  a  great  majority,  per- 
haps with  almost  unanimity,        ... 
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next,  or  to  report  in  writing  the  cause  of  their 
neglect, 1324 
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-Way  21,  Letter  from  Genernl  Washington  :  He  has  been 
called  to  Philadelphia  by  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  General  Putnam  will  have  the 
command  in  his  absence,  -         -         • 

Report  made  by  the  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  ways  and  means  to  prevent  the 
dangeis  to  which  the  Colony  is  exposed  by 
its  intestine  enemies,  .         .         -         - 

Report  considered  and  amended,  -         -         - 

22,  Letter  from  Dr.  John  Hill,  Albany,  May  12,    - 
Committee  to  consider  the  charge  against  Jo- 
seph Blanchard,  a  prisoner  on  parole. 

Fair  copy  of  the  Report  made  yesterday,  brought 
in  by  the  Secretaries  and  further  considered, 

Papers  relating  to  the  subject,  received  from  Ge- 
neral Putnam, 

Clause  for  taking  hostages  of  the  inhabitants 
of  certain  parts  of  Queen's  County  struck 
out,  -         -         -         -         -         - 

Letter  to  the  several  County  Committees,  re- 
questing them  to  take  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  the  respective  Counties, 

Committee  to  examine  Captain  Asa  Douglas,  - 

Report  of  his  examination,    .        -         -         - 

23,  General  Putnam  attended  the  Congress  to  re- 

quest supplies  for  General  Schuyler,   - 

24,  General  Putnam  complains  of  Dr.  Betts, 
Letter  fVom  Colonel  Ritzema,  on  the  bad  state 

of  the  arms  in  the  Army,  -  -  -  - 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  danger  to 
which  the  Colony  is  exposed  from  intestine 
enemies,  read  and  approved,*  -  -  - 
Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  of 
May  15,  on  the  subject  of  adopting  a  form 
of  Government,  .         .        ^         -         . 

Mr.  Morris's  Motion, 

Mr.  Scott's  opinion,      .        -         -         -         - 

Mr.  Sands's  Motion  amending  Mr.  Morris's,  - 

Committee  to  consider  the  Resolutions  of  the 

15th  of  May, 

25,  Committee  of  Ulster  County  requested  to  trans- 

mit a  true  statement  of  their  proceedings 
relative  to  the  election  of  Deputies, 

Dr.  Azor Betts  charged  by  the  Committee  for  the 
City  and  County  with  having  inoculated  per- 
sons in  the  Army  for  the  small-pox,   - 

Case  of  William  Newton,  charged  with  refusing 
Continental  Paper  Money, 

Andrew  Gautier  ordered  to  appear  before  the 
Congress  to  support  his  appeal  from  the  Ge- 
neral Committee  of  the  City,  on  the  charge 
of  his  refusing  the  Continental  Paper  cur- 
rency,      .        .         -         .         . 

Committee  to  frame  a  Law  of  the  Congress  in 
pursuance  of  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the 
Resolutions  in  the  Report  on  intestine  ene- 
mies,        .        .        .        -        . 

Committee  to  consider  the  state  of  the  Militia 
of  the  Colony,  ------ 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Kingston,  with 
the  examinations  of  James  and  Lemuel  Mon- 
ger, charging  them  with  counterfeiting  the 
Bills  of  Credit, 

Petition  of  Israel  Youngs  and  Isaac  Youngs,  - 

26,  Captain  Hamilton's  Artillery  Company  allowed 

the  same  pay  as  the  Continental  Artillery,  - 

27,  Standing  Committee  to  take  examinations  and 

try  persons  in  custody  by  the  Congress  or 
Committee  of  Safety, 

General  Putnam's  Letter  relating  to  Amos  Bull 
and  other  Prisoners,  referred  to  the  General 
Committee  for  the  City,      -         -         .         . 

Committee  to  sound  the  depth  of  the  water 
between  Red  Hook  and  Bedlow's  Island,     - 

Report  on  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  of  May  15,  read  and  adopted. 

Committee  to  frame  the  Report  into  Resolu- 
tions to  be  published,  -         -         .         - 

Committee  to  consider  the  several  Reports  upon 
Lead  Mines,      .        -        -        - 

Information  from  the  City  Committee,  that  they 
have  sent  Mrs.  Beck  to  Jail  for  sending  pro 
visions  on  board  the  ships  of  war, 

28,  Colonel  Fleming  attended  the  Congress  with 

the  thanks  of  General  Putnam  for  their  com- 
mitment of  Doctor  Azor  Betts,  and  requests 
permission  to  publish  their  order  on  that  sub- 
ject,   
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1776. 
^ay  28,  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  frame  a 
law  to  prevent  the  dangers  to  which  the  Co- 
lony is  exposed  by  its  internal  enemies,       -  1341 

Prisoners  charged  with  counterfeiting  to  be  put 
in  irons,  and  no  person  to  have  access  to  them 
without  the  aiitliority  of  the  Congress,         -  1343 

Examination  of  John  Moore,  Jr.,  on  the  charge 
against  him  by  the  Committee  of  Newtown,  1343 

Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Newtown,    -         -  1344 

Case  of  Captain  Thomas  Harriott  submitted  by 
the  City  Committee, 1344 

29,  Doors  of  the  Congress  opened  for  all  persons 

to  hear  the  appeal  of  Andrew  Gautier,  Jun., 
from  the  judgment  of  the  City  Committee, 
that  he  be  held  up  publickly  for  having  re- 
fused the  Continental  money,     .         -         -  1345 

Committee  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  the 
reports  that  persons  under  various  pretences 
sell  Tea  at  more  than  six  shillings  per  pound,    1346 

Committee  to  confer  with  General  Putnam  on 
the  information  that  the  British  ships  of  war 
at  Sandy  Hook  receive  supplies  from  Long- 
Island,      1346 

Letter  to  William  Smith,  of  Suffolk  County, 
to  inform  that  measures  have  been  adopted 
to  prevent  all  communication  between  the 
King's  ships  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  south- 
ern parts  of  Long-Island,  -         -         -         .  1346 

Committee  to  prepare  Resolutions  imposing  a 
penalty  on  persons  who  inoculate  for  the 
small-pox,         ------  1347 

John  Moore  permitted  to  return  home  on  pa- 
role,   1347 

Draft  of  the  soundings  between  Red  Hook  and 
Bedlow's  Island  reported,  -         -         .         -  1347 

30,  Complaint  of  Samuel  Louden  against  Christo- 

pher Duyckinck  for  taking  and  burning  an 
edition  of  a  Pamphlet  entitled  "The  De- 
ceiver Unmasked,"    -----  1348 

Two  Battalions  to  be  taken  into  the  service  and 

pay  of  the  Colony,  for  three  months,  -         -   1348 

Peter  McLean,  Samuel  Galsworthy,  and  Fran- 
cis Delaroche,  charged  by  the  City  Commit- 
tee with  uttering  sentiments  highly  inimical 
and  dangerous  to  the  cause  of  America,      -  1349 

31,  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Ulster  County,  on 

the  contradictory  Credentials  presented  by 
their  Delegates,  -----  1349 

The  Sentinel  charged  with  shooting  Hubbard 
Latham,  to  be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial ;  the 
Courts  of  Judicature  being  as  yet  held  by 
authority  derived  from  tlie  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  are  incompetent  to  a  full  and  im- 
partial trial,        ------  1351 

Elections  of  Deputies  to  a  Convention  for  forn 
ing  Government,  ordered,  -         -         - 


1351 
1353 
1354 


Junel, Jacob  Brush  examined. 

Order  for  the  immediate  arrest  of  Philip  Youngs 
Application  from   the  City  Committee,  for  an 
order  on  the  circulation  of  Gold  and  Silver 
and  Paper  Money,     -----  1354 
Thomas  Harriott  permitted  to  go  at  large  upon 
his  parole,  ------  1355 

3,  Philip  Youngs  charged  with  counterfeiting  the 

Bills  of  Credit,  committed  to  prison,  -         -   1356 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  dangerous  con- 
sequences of  the  small-pox  spreading  in  the 
Colony, 1357 

Letter  from  General  Putnam,  with  a  complaint 
against  Sergeant  McFall,  a  prisoner,  that  he 
is  a  dangerous  man,  -         -         .         .         .   1357 

Letter  from  General  Putnam  with  a  list  of  the 
Tory  prisoners  committed  to  hard  labour  at 
Forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution,  -         -   1358 

Answer  to  General  Putnam's  two  Letters,       -  1358 

Report  on  obstructing  the  navigation  of  Hud- 
son's River,  referred  to  General  Washington,   1359 

Committee  to  attend  Lord  Stirling  to  sound  the 
Harbour, 1359 

Committee  on  a  Letter  from  Augustus  Van  Home 
and  others,  confined  in  Jail  by  order  of  the 
City  Committee, 1359 

4,  Committee  to  examine  Mrs.  Hatch  for  the  dis- 

covery of  a  correspondence  with  the  ships  of 

war, 1360 

OrderforthearrestofTownshend  Hulet,  charged 
with  counterfeiting  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  the 
United  Colonies, 1360 
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Junei,  Petition  of  Philip  Youngs,     .        -        -        .  13(30 

Doors  of  tlie  Congress  opened  for  the  admission 
of  all  persons  to  hear  the  trial  on  the  appeal 
of  Andrew  Gautier,  from  the  decision  of  the 
General  Committee,  -         -         -         .         .  1360 

Witnesses  examined,     -         -         -         -         -1361 

Decision  of  the  General  Committee  confirmed, 
that  Andrew  Gautier  be  held  up  to  the  pub- 
lick  as  an  enemy  to  his  country,  -         -   1361 

Address  from  a  Committee  of  Mechanicks,  re- 
questing this  Congress  to  instruct  their  Dele- 
gates in  Continental  Congress  to  urge  the 
Independence  of  the  United  Colonies,         -  1362 

Answer  of  the  Congress  :  They  cannot  presume 
to  instruct  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  upon 
the  momentous  question  to  which  their  Ad- 
dress refers,        ----..   1362 

Hearing  of  Mr.  Loudon's  complaint  postponed 
till  next  Tuesday  morning,  ...  1363 

Committee  report  on  the  complaint  against  Mrs. 
Hatch  and  Mrs.  Hill,  -         -         -         .  1363 

5,  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  dated 

May  22,  with  the  Resolutions  of  the  15th,  in 
favour  of  Independence,     -         -         -         .  1364 
Committee  to  draft  an  Answer,       ...  1364 
Committee  on  the  inspection  of  Saltpetre,       -  1365 
Andrew  Gautier,  Jun.,  pardoned  and  absolved, 
on  his  submission  and  pledge  of  future  good 
conduct,  ...         ....  1365 

Order  for  the  arrest  of  Colonel  Fanning's  ser. 
vant,  who  has  heretofore  been  made  use  of 
to  keep  up  a  communication  with  the  ships- 
of-war,  and  the  ship  on  board  of  which  Go- 
vernour  Tryon  resides,        ....  1365 

Resolutions  relative  to  persons  dangerous  and 
disaffected  to  the  American  cause,  and  to 
persons  of  equivocal  character,   ...  1365 
Case  of  Sergeant  Neil  McFall,  referred  to  Ge- 
neral  Putnam,    -         .         -         -         -         -  1370 

Report  of  the  Committee  for  regulating  the  Mi- 
litia,   1371 

Report  considered,         .....  1373 
Order  of  Minute-Men  in  the  Colony  abolished,   1373 

6,  Petition  of  Philip  Youngs,  praying  to  be  dis- 

charged, or  permitted  to  go  at  large  on  giving 
security,  considered  and  rejected,        -         -  1374 

Proceedings  of  the  General  Committee  against 
Thomas  Harriott,  for  refusing  to  receive  Con- 
tinental money  in  payment,         ...  1375 

Captain  Harriott's  appeal  to  be  heard  on  Mon. 
day  next, 1375 

Letter  from  General  Greene,  with  John  Living, 
ston,  Jr.,  a  prisoner;  and  informing  that  arms 
are  daily  brought  to  the  disaffected  in  Queen's 
County, -        -  1375 

Answer  to  General  Greene,    -         -         -        -  1376 

Mr.  Livingston  examined,      ....  1376 

Ordered  to  ask  pardon  of  the  Committee  of  Ja- 
maica, and  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  sending 
him  to  New- York, 1376 

Refuses  to  ask  pardon  of  the  Committee,  and 
is  ordered  into  close  confinement,       -         -  1377 

Letter  to  the  Convention  of  Virginia,      -         -  1377 

7,  Henry  Dawkins  released  from  irons,       -         -  1377 
Letter  from  the  Continental  Congress,  enclos- 
ing Resolutions  of  the  1st,  3d,  and  4th  of  June, 
for  reinforcing  the  Army,    -         -         -         -  1377 

Lewis  Morris  appointed  Brigadier-General  of 
the  Militia  in  Westchester  County,      -         -  1379 

Committee  on  the  Resolutions  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,         .....  1380 

Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Continental  Con. 
gress,  requesting  the  establishment  of  an 
equality  of  pay  for  the  Militia  and  Troops  of 
New-York  with  those  of  the  Eastern  Colo- 
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Report  on  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental 
Congress  read  and  agreed  to,      - 
8,    Committee  on  an  application  of  Doctor  Mor- 
gan, Director-Generalof  the  Continental  Hos- 
pital,        ....... 

Commissioners  for  Fortifications  in  the  High, 
lands,  directed  to  take  all  their  future  direc. 
tions  from  General  Washington, 

Jonathan  Baker  and  Stephen  Fountain,  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  of  Brookhaven,  of 
being  enemies  to  their  country,  committed  to 
prison,      ....--- 


1380 
1381 

1383 

1383 
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11, 
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1384 
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,  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Brookhaven, 

Report  on  Doctor  Morgan's  application. 

Letter  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-Jersey 
with  Aflidavits  respecting  a  defection  in  Ber- 
gen County,       -         .         .         .         . 

Report  on  the  Load  Mines  on  which  essays  have 
been  made  in  the  Colony,  -         .         .         . 

Committee  to  draw  Instructions  for  raisincr  the 
detachments  of  Militia  to  be  furnished  by  this 
Colony,     ....... 

Letter  from  Ezekiel  Hawley,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Salem,  in  Westchester  County, 
respecting  the  Tories  in  that  County,  .         '. 

Thanks  to  General  Washington  for  the  impor- 
tant service  he  has  rendered  the  United  Co- 
lonies, and  for  his  attention  to  the  interest 
and  civil  authority  of  this  Colony, 

Letter  to  Ezekiel  Hawley:  A  proper  attention 
will  be  paid  to  the  application  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Salem,  

Answer  of  General  Washington  to  the  Resolu- 
tion of  Thanks,  of  yesterday, 

Report  of  the  Committee  for  raising  a  detach 
ment  of  Militia,  considered  and  agreed  to, 
as  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Congres.s, 

John  Morin  Scott  appointed  Brigadfer-General 
of  the  three  thousand  Militia  destined  to  re- 
inforce the  Army,       -         -         .         .        . 

Commission  of  John  Morin  Scott  as  Brigadier. 
General,    ----... 

Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony  in  Con- 
gress, requesting  to  be  informed  if  they  are 
authorized  to  vote  on  Independence,  - 

Appeal  of  Thomas  Harriott  considered,  and  the 
decision  of  the  General  Committee  of  the 
City  confirmed,  -         -         .        .         . 

Application  from  General  Washington  for  a 
Regiment  of  Militia  to  be  sent  to  Fort  Con- 
stitution,  ..... 

Letter  from  the  Delegates  in  the  Continental 
Congress  considered, 

Sundry  Resolutions  for  electing  Deputies  to 
form  a  Government,  read  and  discussed, 

Letter  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  Commissary  of 
Stores  and  Provisions,         ... 

Answer  of  the  Congress  to  Mr.  Trumbull, 

Letter  to  the  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,   1394 

Petition  of  Thomas  Wooley  confined  in  Queen's 
County  Jail,  making  his  submission  for  past 
offences,  and  praying  to  be  discharged. 

Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Queen's  County, 
requesting  his  discharge,  if  they  are  satisfied 
with  his  concessions,  .... 

Resolutions  on  the  subject  of  Independence 
moved  by  Mr.  Jay,  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  to  report  how  the  people  called 
Quakers  shall  be  considered  and  treated,  in 
raising  the  Militia,     ..... 

Dinner  to  be  given  to  General  Washington  at 
the  publick  expense,  .... 

Twelve  hundred  pounds  of  Gunpowder  sent  to 
the  Committee  of  Albany,  for  the  frontier  in- 
habitants of  Albany  and  Tryon  Counties,     - 

Complaint  by  Generals  Putnam  and  Mifflin,  of 
the  riotous  and  disorderly  conduct  of  the  ci- 
tizens towards  some  disaffected  persons,     - 

Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull  in  answer  to 
one  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  12th 
of  December  last,  relative  to  the  People  of 
Connecticut  carrying  away  James  Riving- 
ton's  types,        ...... 

Petition  from  Mangle  Minthorne,  who  was  ad- 
vertised, praying  to  be  discharged. 

Letter  from  General  Washington,  respecting 
the  conduct  of  some  persons  on  Long-Island, 
who  have  large  quantities  of  provisions  which 
they  refuse  to  part  with  for  Continental  Bills, 

Commissioners  appointed  to  superintend  the 
Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  discharged 
from  that  service,        ..... 

Letter  from  President  Hancock,  giving  advice 
of  the  approach  of  a  British  Fleet  and  Army, 

Militia  of  the  Colony  to  be  put  in  readiness,  to 
march  whenever  they  may  be  called  upon,  - 

President  and  five  Members  authorized  to  order 
out  Troops  to  suppress  riots  or  tumultuous 
meetings  in  the  city,  at  any  time  when  Con- 
gress is  not  convened,        .... 
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June  14,  Philip  Livingston  directed  to  delay  his  return  to 

the  Continental  Congress,  until  further  order, 
Publick  Records  of  the  Colony  to  be  forthwith 

removed  to  Kingston,  in  Ulster  County, 
Committee  to  take  charge  of  the  Records  and 

provide  for  their  safety  and  security,    - 
Petition  of  Dr.  Azor  Belts,  to  be  discharged 

from  prison,       .         -         -         - 
John  W.  Livingston  declares  his  willingness  to 

comply  with  the  Resolve  of  Congress,  and 

begs  to  be  discharged  from  prison, 
Examination  of  Abraham  Livingston,      - 
Letter  to  the  Committee  of  New-Windsor, 
1j,    Military  Officers  declared  ineligible  to  a  seat  in 

the  Provincial  Congress,     - 
Micha  Lynch  and  Thomas  Hickey  committed 

to  prison,  ...... 

Letter  to  General  Washington,  enclosing  Affi 

davits  relating  to  Lynch  and  Hickey, 
Letter  to  General  Greene :  They  cannot  permit 

cannon  to  be  purchased  in  the  Colony, 
List  of  Firemen  in  the  City  of  New-York, 
Letter  to  Genera!  Washington,  on  procuring  a 

supply  of  live  stock  for  the  use  of  the  Army, 

17,  Complaint  by  Mr.  Jay  of  the  handbill  published 

by  General  Scott,       ... 

Isaac  Ketcham  requests  to  be  heard  before  the 
Congress,  .         .         .         .         - 

Officer  commanding  the  Guard  directed  to 
bring  him  before  the  Congress  with  all  con- 
venient speed,  ------ 

His  examination,  ------ 

Committee  to  consider  the  publication  of  Ge- 
neral Scott,        -         -         -         -         -        - 

Secret  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with 
General  Washington, 

Motion  by  Colonel  Remsen,  that  the  quota  of 
Militia  to  be  raised  by  New-York  be  les- 
sened,        -         - 

Letter  from  President  Hancock,  enclosing  Re- 
solutions of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the 
14th  instant,      ------ 

18,  Committee  to  prepare  a  Resolution  for  remo- 

ving all  doubt  as  to  the  true  construction  of 
the  Association,         -         -         . 

Committee  to  inquire  whether  bounties  are  ne- 
cessary for  encouraging  the  manufacturing  of 
Salt,  Saltpetre,  Gunpowder,  Gun-Locks,  and 
Gun-Barrels,      .         -         -         - 

Committee  to  provide  places  of  safety  for  the 
poor  inhabitants  of  the  City  in  case  of  inva- 
sion, -         -         -         -         - 

Publick  dinner  to  General  WasWngton  and  his 
suite, 

19,  Representation  by  Mr.  Benson,  of  the  Proceed- 

ings of  the  Committee  of  Dutchess  County, 
with  respect  to  disaffected  persons,     - 

Memorial  of  Marinus  Willett  and  others,  re- 
questing some  encouragement  in  the  manu- 
facturing of  Salt,        .         -         . 

Petition  of  Azor  Betts,  imprisoned  for  inocu- 
lating for  the  small-pox,  praying  to  be  dis- 
charged,   -        -         -         -         - 

20,  Report  on  the  dangerous  and  disaffected  per- 
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mending an  examination  of  Mr.  Franklin,  - 

21,  Petition  of  Inhabitants  of  Morristown,  praying 

that  all  officers  in  Civil  Government  may  be 
annually  elected  by  the  People,  -         -         - 

General  Livingston  requested  to  take  command 
of  the  Militia  destined  for  New-York, 

Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental  forces 
at  New- York,  upon  the  arrival  of  British 
Troops,  authorized  to  call  out  the  Militia  of 
New-Jersey,       .         -         .         -         , 

Governour  Franklin  denying  the  authority  of 
the  Provincial  Congress,  is  ordered  to  be  con- 
fined in  such  place  and  manner  as  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  shall  direct,     ... 

Four  Petitions  from  Middletown  and  Shrews- 
bury, in  Monmouth  County,  against  a  change 
of  Government,  .         .         .         .         . 

Two  Petitions  from  Freehold,  in  Monmouth 
County,  for  a  change  of  Government, 

Resolution,  that  a  Government  be  formed  for 

regulating  the  internal  police  of  the  Colony, 

22,    Five  Delegates  elected  to  represent  the  Colony 

in  Continental  Congress,    -         .         -         - 

Instructions  to  the  Delegates,  ... 

24,  Two  Petitions  from  Middletown  and  Freehold, 

in  Monmouth  County,  for  a  change  of  Go- 
vernment, ...... 

Letter  and  representation  from  the  Committee 
for  Monmouth  County,  respecting  disaffected 
persons,    -         -      ,   - 

Committee  to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  Constitu- 
tion, ....... 

25,  Governour  Franklin  ordered  to    Connecticut, 

under  guard,      ..... 
Colonel  Heard  appointed  Brigadier-General  of 
the  forces  destined  for  New- York, 

26,  Colonel  Charles  Read  with  two  companies  of 

the  Militia  of  Burlington  County,  ordered  to 
Monmouth  County,  to  apprehend  Insurgents 
and  other  disaffected  persons,     -         .         . 

Instructions  to  Colonel  Read,         ... 

Colonel  Ten  Eyck  ordered  with  a  detachment 
to  Hunterdon  County,  to  apprehend  Insur- 
gents and  disaffected  persons,     ... 

Instructions  to  Colonel  Ten  Eyck, 

The  Congress  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Constitution,         ..... 

Two  Petitions  from  Inhabitants  of  Upper  Free- 
hold, in  Monmouth  County,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  such  Government  as  shall 
be  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Colony,    - 

Petitions  for  and  against  the  establishment  of  a 
Government,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole, 

29,  Two  Memorials  from  Monmouth  County,  re- 
specting the  disaffected  in  that  County,  and 
requesting  the  Congress  would  take  some 
decisive  order  therein,        .... 

Troops  ordered  to  New-York,  certain  advice 
being  received  of  the  arrival  of  General  Howe 
at  Sandy-Hook,  .... 

Charles  Pettit,  commanded  immediately  to  re- 
move the  publick  Papers  and  Records,  in  his 
custody,  from  Perth-Amboy  to  Burlington,  - 
July  1,  All  persons  who  refuse  to  bear  arms  to  be  dis- 
armed,     ....... 

2,  Certain  disaffected  persons  to  be  confined  in 

the  common  Jail  of  Trenton, 
Constitution  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  confirmed  by  the  Congress, 

3,  Captain  Kinney  cited  to  answer  for  his  delay- 

ing the  removal  of  Mr.  Franklin  to  Connec- 
ticut,          -         - 

Colonel  Read  ordered  to  proceed  with  four 
hundred  men  to  quell  the  insurrection  in 
Monmouth  County,    -         -         -         - 

Motion  to  reconsider  in  a  full  House,  the  pro- 
priety of  the  last  clause  in  the  Constitution, 
containing  the  proviso  respecting  reconci- 
liation, rejected,         .         .         .         .         - 

Secret  Committee  appointed  to  correspond  and 
co-operate  with  the  Secret  Committee  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  New-York, 
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Pardon  offered  to  such  of  the  Monmouth  Insur- 
gents, as  shall,  without  delay,  return  peace- 
ably to  their  homes,  and  conform  to  the  or- 
ders of  the  Congress,  -         -         .         . 

Met  by  adjournment  at  Trenton,     ... 

Letter  from  John  Dennis,  charging  the  Offi- 
cers and  other  prisoners  of  war  with  plotting 
with  the  Negroes,  &c.,        .... 

Complaint  of  the  Committee  of  Piscataway, 
that  certain  disaffected  persons  had  been 
carried  out  of  the  Township  before  trial, 

Disaffected  persons  now  in  Jail,  to  be  tried  on 
Wednesday  next,  the  10th  instant. 

So  many  Members  being  absent,  such  as  shall 
attend  are  authorized  to  transact  any  busi- 
ness which  may  arise  and  require  immediate 
consideration,    ----.. 

Petition  from  Inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  in  Hun- 
terdon County,  that  no  Member  of  Congress 
may  hold  a  post  of  profit,  -        -        .         . 

Stephen  Skinner  and  others,  apprehended  and 
removed  to  Trenton  by  order  of  General 
Washington,      ...... 

Petition  of  Dr.  John  Hicks,  who  claims  to  be 
a  British  officer  on  half  pay, 

General  Livingston  directed  to  apprehend  John 
Smyth,      ....... 

Witnesses  examined  on  charges  against  disaf- 
fected persons,  ...... 

Letter  from  Adjutant-General  Reed, 

Test  to  be  taken  before  any  person  can  be  en- 
titled to  a  seat  in  the  Legislative  Council  or 
Assembly,  -.-... 

Disaffected  persons  from  Amboy  permitted  to 
return  and  to  remove  their  effects  to  such 
place  as  Congress  may  appoint, 

Ordinance  for  regulating  the  ensuing  election 
under  the  Constitution,       .... 

Township  Committees  throughout  the  Colony 
requested  to  exert  themselves  in  procuring 
Lead  for  the  use  of  the  Army  now  engaged 
in  our  defence,  ..... 

Letter  to  the  Ladies  of  Amboy  :  Their  petition 
in  favour  of  Dr.  Lawrence  cannot  be  granted. 

Resolution  of  the  Congress  to  support  the  free- 
dom and  independence  of  the  United  States, 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  and  with  the 
whole  force  of  New-Jersey,         -         .         . 

The  House  adopts  the  style  and  title  of  "The 
Convention  of  the  State  of  New-Jersey, 

Ordinance  for  punishing  Treason  and  Coun- 
terfeiting, ..... 

Ordinance  for  detaching  two  thousand  of  the 
Militia  for  the  defence  of  New- York, 

Proceedings  against  persons  inimical  to  the 
liberties  of  the  country,      -         -         .         . 

Order  for  the  arrest  of  Joseph  Stansbury,  a  sus- 
pected person,  from  Philadelphia, 

Committee  of  Monmouth  County  directed  to 
remove  all  the  stock  on  their  coast,  which 
may  be  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,        - 

Letter  from  General  Washington,  informing  that 
the  Brigade  under  General  Heard  is  very  far 
from  complete,  -         -         -         -         . 

Committee  to  consider  the  propriety  of  build- 
ing or  purchasing  four  Row-Galleys,  mount- 
ed with  cannon,  to  ply  between  the  mouths 
of  the  Passaick  and  Hackensack  Rivers  and 
Perth-Amboy,    ------ 

John  Hartwick,  John  Brown,  and  Jacob  Neifies, 
of  Ne  w-Bru ns  w ick ,  restored  to  the  good  opin- 
ion of  their  countrymen,     .... 

Captain  Cook  directed  to  apprehend  any  per- 
son whom  he  has  reason  to  suspect  of  inlist- 
ing,  or  being  inlisted,  for  the  British  Army,  - 

General  Mercer  requested  to  take  immediate 
steps  for  removing  all  such  disaffected  or 
suspicious  persons  in  Perth-Amboy  as  may, 
from  their  situation,  be  thought  dangerous 
to  the  publick  cause,  .... 

Joseph  Stockton  committed   to  the  common 

Jail  of  Somerset  County,    ... 
Thomas  Hutton  employed  to  search  for  Lead 

and  Sulphur  Mines,  and  Flint  Quarries, 
Letter  to  Colonel  Wetherill,  requiring  his  rea- 
sons for  not  making  the  detachment  ordered 
from  his  Regiment, 1656 
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July  31,  Christopher  Vaughl  and  others,  disaffected  and 
dangerous  persons,  fined,  .        -        -         - 
^vg.  2,  County  Committees  in  the  State  to  cause  In- 
ventories of  the  estates  of  Refugees  to  be 
made,  and  all  perishable  articles  to  be  sold, 
9,    Ordinance  for  keepins  open  the  communica- 
tion between  New-Jersey  and  New-York,  by 
way  of  Ferries  over  Passaick  and  Hacken- 
sack  Rivers,       ------ 

11,    Ordinance  for  detaching  one  half  the  Militia  of 
the  State, - 

16,  County  Committees  required  to  furnish  lists 

of  the  prisoners  of  war  witliin  their  districts, 

17,  Bills  of  Credit  of  the   Continental   Congress 

made  a  legal  tender  within  the  State  of  New- 
Jersey,      .----• 

19,  Assistance  and  encouragement  to  Dr.  Samuel 

Bard,  in  the  erecting  of  Salt  Works  in  the 

State,        

Isaac  Low  and  Joseph  Stockton  restored  to  the 
rights  and  immunities  of  other  good  subjects, 

20,  Report  of  Thomas  Hutton,  heretofore  appointed 

to  search  for  Lead  and  Sulphur  Mines,  and 
Flint  Quarries,  -        -        -        -        • 
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May  13,  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of  the  9th, 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Quali- 
fications, -------  1667 

Letter  from  George  Morgan,  read  and  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs,        .......  1667 

Leave  granted  Mrs.  Connolly  to  visit  her  hus- 
band in  Jail, 1667 

Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Secret  Cor- 
respondence laid  before  the  Congress,  -  1S67 

14,  Committee  on  Letters  from  Gfeneral  Washing- 

ton, General  Schuyler,  and  Daniel  Robertson,   1668 

Council  of  Massachusetts  requested  to  set  Dr. 
Church  at  liberty,  on  taking  his  cognizance 
and  parole,        .-.--.  1668 

Instructions  of  the  Assembly  of  Rhode-Island 
to  their  Delegates  in  Congress,  -         -         -  1669 

The  five  Battalions  now  in  Massachusetts  to  be 
filled  up,  and  three  additional  Battalions  raised 
in  the  Eastern  Department  on  Continental 
pay, 1670 

One  Battalion  to  be  raised  in  New-Hampshire,  1670 

15,  Preamble  to  the  Resolution  of  the  10th  instant, 

recommending  to  the  several  Colonies  to  es- 
tablish new  forms  of  Government,        -         -  1671 

16,  Committee  on  Letters  from  the  Commissioners 

in   Canada,  General  Schuyler,  and  General 
Washington,      ------  1671 

General  Washington  requested  to  repair  to 
Philadelphia,  to  consult  with  the  Congress,  1671 

Horatio  Gates  elected  Major-General,  and 
Thomas  Mifflin  Brigadier-General,       -         -  1671 

One  of  the  additional  Battalions  ordered  on  the 
14lh  to  be  raised  in  Massachusetts,  and  an- 
other in  Connecticut,         -        -        .        .  1672 

Report  on  the  Letters  referred  on  the  14th  in- 
stant,         1672 

18,    Report  on  General  Lee's  Letters,  April   19th 

and  May  7th, 1672 

Petition  from  Joseph  Trumbull,       -         .         -  1673 

Committee  on  regulating  the  price  of  Salt,      -  1674 

Secret  Committee  directed  to  send  a  vessel  to 
the  West-Indies,  to  procure,  if  possible,  ten 
thousand  muskets,     -        -         .         .         .  1674 

Mrs.  Connolly  directed  not  to  leave  Philadel- 
phia till  further  orders  of  Congress,     -         -  1674 

20,  Credentials  and  Instructions  of  the  Delegates 

from  Georgia,    ------  1674 

Committee  on  a  Letter  of  the  10th  from  Gene- 
ral Lee, 1675 

Committee  on  the  Resolutions  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  South-Carolina,  respecting  the  Bat- 
talions raised  in  that  Colony,      ...  1G75 
Proceedings  of  Committee  of  Secret  Conespon- 
dence,  read,  under  the  injunction  of  secrecy,   1675 

21,  Committee  on  Letters  from  General  Washincr- 

ton,  with  Treaties  for  the  employment  of  Ger- 
mans and   Hessians   against  America,  and 
other  papers,      ...---  1675 
Regulations  for  the  treatment  of  Prisoners,      -  1676 


,  Report  on  the  Letter  from  Genera]  Lep,  of  10th 
May, 1677 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  Letters  from  Ge- 
nerals Washington  and  Schuyler,  and  the 
Commissioners  in  Canada,  -         -         .  1677 

22,  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Com- 

modore Hopkins,       -----  1678 
Instructions  to  General  Schuyler,  -         -         -  1678 
An  emission  of  five  millions  of  Dollars,  in  Con- 
tinental Bills  of  Credit,  ordered,           -         -  1680 
Report  on  the  Gold  and  Silver  coins  current  in 
the  Colonies,  and  the  proportions  they  ought 
respectively  to  bear  to  a  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lar,   1681 

23,  Committee  to  confer  with  Generals  Washington, 

Gates,  and  Mifflin, 1681 

General  Washington  ordered  to  attend  in  Con- 
gress to-morrow,        -----  1682 

24,  Captain  Henian  Allen,  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 

Warner's  Battalion,  paid  for  sundry  disburse- 
ments for  the  use  of  his  Company,      -         -1682 

Pay  and  Rations  to  the  persons  employed  in  the 
Commissary-General's  Department,  in  the 
Continental  Army, 1682 

Report  of  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Generals, 1683 

Committee  directed  further  to  confer  with  the 
Generals ;  and  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  added 
to  the  Committee, 1684 

General  Washington  attended  the  Congress, 
and  directed  to  attend  again  to-morrow,       -  1684 

Sundry  Resolutions  of  the  Maryland  Conven- 
tion laid  before  Congress,  -         -         .  1684 

25,  General  Washington  attended  the  Congress,  -  1684 
Committee  to  confer  with  the  Generals,  and  to 

concert  a  plan  of  military  operations  for  the 
ensuing  campaign,     -----  1684 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Burbeck  dismissed  from  the 
Continental  service,    -----  1685 

One  Battalion  of  Germans  to  be  raised,  -         -  1685 

Deputies  from  four  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indi- 
ans to  be  admitted  to  an  audience  on  Mon- 
day next,  1685 

The  Congress  and  the  Generals  to  attend  a  re-    . 
view  of  the  Philadelphia  Associators  on  Mon- 
day  morning, 1685 

Report  of  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Generals  on  the  measures  for  preventing 
the  enemy's  communication  with  the  upper 
country  from  Canada,         .         -         -         -  1086 

27,  Secret  Committee  directed  to  forward  one  ton 

of  gunpowder,  sent  for  the  defence  of  the 

western  frontier, 1686 

The  Indians  admitted  to  an  audience,  -  -  1687 
Delegates  from  North-Carolina  and  Delegates 
from  Virginia  laid  before  the  Congress  In- 
structions of  their  respective  Conventions, 
respecting  the  Independence  of  the  United 
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28,  Colonel  Turbutt  Francis  to  attend  the  next  con- 

ference with  the  Indians,  and  interpret  for 

them, 1687 

'     Report  of  Committee  on  regulating  the  price 

of  Salt, 1687 
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intelligence  from  England,  ...  ]690 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  October  26,  1775. 

This  day  the  Parliament  met  at  Westminster. 

His  Majesty  being  seated  on  the  Throne,  adorned  with 
his  crown  and  regal  ornaments,  and  attended  by  his  Offi- 
cers of  State,  (tlie  Lords  being  in  their  robes,)  commanded 
the  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  to  let  the  Commons  know,  "  It 
is  his  Majesty's  pleasure  they  attend  him  immediately  in  this 
House."     Who  being  come  with  their  Speaker, 

His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  say : 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  : 

"  The  present  situation  of  America,  and  my  constant 
desire  to  have  your  advice,  concurrence,  and  assistance,  on 
every  important  occasion,  have  determined  me  to  call  you 
thus  early  together. 

"  Those  who  have  long  too  successfully  laboured  to  in- 
flame my  people  in  America,  by  gross  misrepresentations, 
and  to  infuse  into  their  minds  a  system  of  opinions  repug- 
nant to  the  true  constitution  of  the  Colonies,  and  to  their 
subordinate  relation  to  Great  Britain,  now  openly  avow 
their  revolt,  hostility,  and  rebellion.  They  have  raised 
troops,  and  are  collecting  a  naval  force ;  they  have  seized 
the  publick  revenue,  and  assumed  to  themselves  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  powers,  which  they  already  exercise 
in  the  most  arbitrary  manner  over  the  persons  and  proper- 
ties of  their  fellow-subjects.  And  although  many  of  these 
unhappy  people  may  still  retain  their  loyalty,  and  may  be 
too  wise  not  to  see  the  fatal  consequence  of  this  usurpation, 
and  wish  to  resist  it,  yet  the  torrent  of  violence  has  been 
strong  enough  to  compel  their  acquiescence  till  a  sufficient 
force  shall  appear  to  support  them. 

"  The  authors  and  promoters  of  this  desperate  conspiracy 
have,  in  the  conduct  of  it,  derived  great  advantage  from  the 
difference  of  our  intentions  and  theirs.  They  meant  only 
to  amuse,  by  vague  expressions  of  attachment  to  the  parent 
State,  and  the  strongest  protestations  of  loyalty  to  me, 
whilst  they  were  prepiring  for  a  general  revolt.  On  our 
part,  though  it  was  declared  in  your  last  session  that  a  re- 
bellion existed  within  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  yet  even  that  Province  we  wished  rather  to  reclaim 
than  subdue.  The  resolutions  of  Parliament  breathed  a 
spirit  of  moderation  and  forbearance ;  conciliatory  proposi- 
tions accompanied  the  measures  taken  to  enforce  authority, 
and  the  coercive  acts  were  adapted  to  cases  of  criminal 
combinations  amongst  subjects  not  then  in  arms.  I  have 
acted  with  the  same  temper,  anxious  to  prevent,  if  it  had 
been  possible,  the  effusion  of  the  blood  of  my  subjects,  and 
the  calamities  which  are  inseparable  from  a  state  of  war ; 
still  hoping  that  my  people  in  America  would  have  discern- 
ed the  traitorous  views  of  their  leaders,  and  have  been  con- 
vinced, that  to  be  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  with  all  its 
consequences,  is  to  be  tlie  freest  member  of  any  civil  society 
in  the  known  world. 

"  The  rebellious  war  now  levied  is  become  more  general, 
and  is  manifesdy  carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
an  independent  Empire.  I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  fatal 
effects  of  the  success  of  such  a  plan.  The  object  is  too 
important,  the  spirit  of  the  British  nation  too  high,  the  re- 
sources with  which  God  hatli  blessed  her  too  numerous,  to 
give  up  so  many  Colonies  which  she  has  planted  with  great 
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industry,  nursed  with  great  tenderness,  encouraged  with 
many  commercial  advantages,  and  protected  and  defended 
at  much  expense  of  blood  and  treasure. 

"It  is  now  become  the  part  of  wisdom,  and  (in  its  effects) 
ol  clemency,  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  these  disorders  by  the 
most  decisive  exertions.  For  this  purpose  I  have  increased 
my  naval  establishment,  and  greatly  augmented  my  land 
forces ;  but  in  such  a  manner  as  may  be  the  least  burden- 
some to  my  kingdoms. 

'•  I  have  also  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  I  have 
received  the  most  friendly  offers  of  foreign  assistance ;  and 
if  I  shall  make  any  treaties  in  consequence  thereof,  they 
shall  be  laid  before  you.  And  I  have,  in  testimony  of  my 
affection  for  my  people,  who  can  have  no  cause  in  which  I 
am  not  equally  interested,  sent  to  the  garrisons  of  Gibraltar 
and  Port-Mahon,  a  part  of  my  Electoral  troops,  in  order 
that  a  large  number  of  the  established  forces  of  this  Kino-- 
dom  may  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  its  authority  ; 
and  the  national  Militia,  planned  and  regulated  with  equal 
regard  to  the  rights,  safety,  and  protection  of  my  crown  and 
people,  may  give  a  further  extent  and  activity  to  our  mili- 
tary operations. 

"When  the  unhappy  and  deluded  multitude,  against 
whom  this  force  will  be  directed,  shall  become  sensible  of 
their  error,  I  shall  be  ready  to  receive  the  misled  with  ten- 
derness and  mercy ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  inconve- 
niences which  may  arise  from  the  great  distance  of  their 
situation,  and  to  remove,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  calamities 
which  they  suffer,  I  shall  give  authority  to  certain  persons 
upon  the  spot  to  grant  general  or  particular  pardons  and 
indemnities,  in  such  manner,  and  to  such  persons  as  they 
shall  think  6t ;  and  to  receive  the  submission  of  any  Pio- 
vince  or  Colony,  which  shall  be  disposed  to  return  to  its 
allegiance.  It  may  be  also  proper  to  authorize  the  persons 
so  commissioned  to  restore  such  Province  or  Colony  so  re- 
turning to  its  allegiance,  to  the  free  exercise  of  its  trade  and 
commerce,  and  to  the  same  protection  and  security,  as  if 
such  Province  or  Colony  had  never  revolted. 
"Gentlemen  of  the  Home  of  Commons  : 

"  I  have  ordered  the  proper  estimates  for  the  ensuing 
year  to  be  laid  before  you  ;  and  I  rely  on  your  affection  to 
me,  and  your  resolution  to  maintain  the  just  rights  of  this 
country,  for  such  supplies  as  the  present  circumstances  of 
our  affairs  require.  Among  the  many  unavoidable  ill  con- 
sequences of  this  rebellion,  none  affects  me  more  sensibly 
than  the  extraordinary  burden  which  it  must  create  to  my 
faithful  subjects. 

"My  Lords  and  Gentlemen : 

"  I  have  fully  opened  to  you  my  views  and  intentions. 
The  constant  employment  of  my  thoughts,  and  the  most 
earnest  wishes  of  my  heart,  tend  wholly  to  the  safety  and 
happiness  of  all  my  people,  and  to  the  re-establishment  of 
order  and  tranquillity  through  the  several  parts  of  my  do- 
minions, in  a  close  connection  and  constitutional  depend- 
ance.  You  see  the  tendency  of  the  present  disorders,  and 
I  have  stated  to  you  the  measures  which  I  mean  to  pursue 
for  suppressing  them.  Whatever  remains  to  be  done,  that 
may  further  contribute  to  this  end,  I  commit  to  your  wis- 
dom. And  I  am  happy  to  add  that,  as  well  from  the 
assurances  I  have  received,  as  fix)m  the  general  appearance 


3 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  LORDS  TO  THE  KING. 


of  affiiirs  in  Europe,  I  see  no  probability  tiiat  the  measures 
wliich  you  may  adopt  will  be  inten-upted  by  disj)iites  with 
any  foreign  j)ower." 

Then  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  retire ; 

And  the  Commons  withdrew. 

Tlie  House  was  adjourned  during  pleasure  to  unrobe. 

Tiie  House  was  resumed. 
Before  the  motion  was  made  for  an  Address, 
The  Lord  Camden  presented  to  the  House  a  Petition  of 
the  lx)rd  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons,  of  the  City  of 
London,  in  Common  Council  assembled;  praying  "their 
lordships  would  be  pleased  to  adopt  such  measures  for  the 
healing  of  the  present  unhappy  disputes  between  the  mother 
country  and  the  Colonies,  as  may  be  speedy,  permanent, 
and  honourable." 

And  the  same  being  read  by  the  Clerk, 
Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  (Bathurst)  condemned  the  conduct 
of  the  noble  Lord  who  had  presented  the  City  Petition  ;  said 
it  had  always  been  a  rule  in  that  House,  not  to  enter  upon 
any  business  till  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  had  been 
taken  into  consideration.  It  was  a  compliment  uniformly 
paid  and  expected ;  but,  since  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
had  departed  from  that  rule,  he  should  beg  leave  to  present 
a  Petition  from  his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Nova- Scotia. 

His  Lordship  then  presented  to  the  House  the  Address, 
Petition,  and  Memorial,  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Free- 
holders of  the  Province  of  JSova-Scotia  in  General  As- 
sembly. 

And  the  same  being  read  by  the  Clerk, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  reported  his  Majesty's  Speech. 

And  the  same  being  read  by  the  Clerk, 

Viscount  Toivnshend  rose  to  move,  That  an  Address  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty. 

His  Lordship  said  it  was  extremely  proper,  in  the  pre- 
sent exigency  of  affairs,  to  take  foreigners  into  our  pay,  and 
Irish  papists  into  our  service.  He  said  papists  might  be  as 
good  soldiers  as  any  other ;  that  it  was  only  in  this  country 
that  any  distinction  was  made ;  that  France,  however  bigot- 
ed or  despotick  she  might  be  in  other  respects,  made  no  dif- 
ference between  Protestants  and  Catholicks ;  that  the  Hol- 
landers acted  in  the  same  manner ;  that  so  men  were  good 
soldiers,  it  was  very  little  matter  what  their  creeds  were. 
He  touched  slightly  on  the  disposition  of  the  several  powers 
of  Europe,  particularly  that  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  and 
the  United  Provinces :  the  last,  to  show  we  had  no  obstruc- 
tion to  fear  in  the  execution  of  our  designs  respecting  Ame- 
rica ;  it  being  a  strong  presumptive  proof  that  we  had  very 
little  to  fear  from  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  when  even  a 
State  that  almost  existed  by  trade  and  the  universality  of 
its  commerce,  had  renounced  all  prospect  of  advantage  or 
emolument  by  trading  with  our  Colonies,  having,  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  prohibited  such  an  intercoui-se  in  the 
fullest  operation  and  specifick  terms. 

His  Lordship  then  moved,  "  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  to  return  his  Majesty  the  thanks  of 
this  House  for  his  most  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

"  To  assure  his  Majesty  that  we  see,  with  the  utmost 
abhorrence  and  indignation,  the  real  design  of  those  despe- 
rate men  who,  by  the  grossest  misrepresentations,  have 
deluded  and  precipitated  our  unhappy  fellow-subjects  in 
America  into  measures  no  less  subversive  of  their  own  hap- 
piness and  true  interests,  than  dangerous  to  the  prosperity 
and  safety  of  Great  Britain. 

"  That  the  powers  which  they  have  assumed,  and  the 
arbitrary  and  oppressive  acts  wliich  they  have  done,  leave 
no  doubt  of  dieir  traitorous  purpose  to  induce  the  Colonies 
to  shake  off  the  control  of  the  Supreme  Legislature,  and  to 
bury  in  an  ungrateful  oblivion  the  remembrance  of  the  great 
industry  with  which  they  have  been  planted,  the  fostering 
care  with  whicli  they  have  been  nursed,  the  many  advan- 
tages which  they  have  enjoyed,  and  the  expense  of  blood 
and  treasure  with  which  they  have  been  protected  by  tliis 
nation. 

"  To  express  our  concern  to  his  Majesty  that  the  great 

tenderness  with  which  his  Majesty  has  proceeded,  and  the 

■  conciliatory  disposition  which  appeared  in  the  last  session  of 

Parliament,  instead  of  having  the  desired  effect  of  unde- 


ceiving the  misled,  and  establishing  a  confidence  in  the 
parent  State,  have  lieen  turned  to  the  advantage,  and  made 
instrumental  to  the  purposes,  of  this  desperate  attempt. 
That  whilst  we  acknowledge  this  to  have  been  the  conse- 
quence of  the  diflerence  of  intention  which  prevailed  here 
and  in  America,  we  are  penetrated  with  a  just  sense  of  the 
motives  which  have  regulated  his  Majesty's  endeavoui-s  to 
prevent,  if  it  had  been  possible,  the  efiusion  of  the  blood 
of  our  fbllow-subjects,  and  the  calamities  which  are  insepa- 
rable from  a  state  of  war. 

"  That  since  the  rebellion  is  now  become  more  general, 
and  manifests  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining 
an  independent  empire,  we  cannot  but  applaud  his  Majes- 
ty's resolution  to  vindicate  the  rights,  the  interests,  and  the 
honour  of  his  kingdom  by  a  speedy  and  most  decisive 
exertion  ;  that  for  this  purpose  we  will  support  his  Majesty 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes. 

"  That  we  arc  fully  persuaded  that,  in  the  present  state 
of  these  disorders,  the  most  active,  will,  in  its  effects,  be  the 
most  merciful  mode  of  proceeding. 

"  That  we  hear,  therefore,  with  pleasure,  that  his  Majesty 
has  increased  his  naval  establishment,  and  also  greatly  aug- 
mented his  land  forces,  and  are  sensible  of  his  Majesty's 
kind  consideration  in  having  done  it  in  such  a  manner  as 
may  be  the  least  burdensome  to  his  kingdoms ;  and  that 
■we  shall  cheerfully  concur  in  whatever  may  be  necessary  to 
enable  his  Majesty  to  profit  of  the  friendly  dispositions  of 
foreign  powers. 

"  That  we  are  deeply  impressed  by  the  gracious  motives 
which  induced  his  Jlajesty  to  send  a  part  of  his  Electoral 
troops  to  the  garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon,  by 
which  assistance  this  country  will  be  enabled  to  employ  a 
larger  number  of  its  own  established  forces  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  its  audiority. 

"  That  we  return  his  Majesty  our  sincerest  thanks  for 
having  so  providentially  pointed  out  to  us  a  further  resource 
in  that  national  body  of  men  so  constitutional  in  their  nature, 
and  so  zealous  in  their  duty — the  militia  of  this  kingdom. 

"  To  assure  his  Majesty  that  we  cannot  sufficiently  ad- 
mire the  benevolent  declaration,  that  when  the  much  wished 
for  period  arrives,  that  the  unhappy  and  deluded  multitude, 
against  whom  this  force  will  be  directed,  shall  become  sensi- 
ble of  their  error,  his  Majesty  will  receive  the  misled  with 
tenderness  and  mercy  ;  and  that  we  are  fully  sensible  of  the 
wise  and  compassionate  sentiment  which  has  detennined 
his  Majesty  to  delegate  authority  to  certain  persons  upon 
the  spot,  to  grant  general  or  particular  pardons  and  indem- 
nities, in  such  manner  and  to  such  persons  as  they  shall 
think  fit,  and  to  receive  the  submission  of  any  Province  or 
Colony  which  shall  be  disposed  to  return  to  its  allegiance ; 
and  that  we  will  most  readily  concur  in  granting  to  the 
persons  so  commissioned,  such  further  powers  as  may  best 
tend  to  promote  and  effectuate  his  Majesty's  salutaiy  in- 
tentions. 

"To  convey  to  his  Majesty  our  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  full  and  explicit  communication  which  his 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  make  to  us,  and  the  just  sense 
we  entertain  of  the  numerous  blessings  we  enjoy,  flowing 
from  the  source  of  never-ceasing  attention  with  which  his 
Majesty  is  occupied  for  the  safety  and  happiness  of  all  his 
people ;  and  to  assure  his  Majesty  that  wo  participate  the 
same  desire  which  animates  his  Royal  breast,  and  feel  no 
other  wish  than  to  re-establish  order  and  tranquillity  through 
the  several  parts  of  his  dominions  upon  the  basis  of  a  close 
connection  with,  and  constitutional  dependance  upon,  Great 
Britain." 

Viscount  Dudley  seconded  the  motion.  Having  asserted 
the  sovereign  authority  of  the  British  Legislature  over 
every  part  of  the  British  dominions,  his  Lordship  contended 
that  the  present  rebellion  in  America  was  fomented  and 
supported  by  a  desperate  faction  in  this  country ;  that  none 
but  men  of  the  worst  dispositions,  and  most  pernicious  de- 
signs, would  encourage  the  claims  of  America;  and  that,  as 
they  had  been  wrong  almost  in  everything  else,  he  was  glad 
to  find  that  they  had  been  mistaken  in  their  predictions  re- 
lative to  the  distresses  which  the  dispute  with  America  would 
bring  upon  this  natwn.  He  had  the  pleasure  of  acquainting 
their  Lordships,  that  he  lived  in  the  midst  of  a  manufactur- 
ing country,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Birmingham,  TVolver- 
hampton,  &c.,  and  he  could  affirm,  from  the  most  authentick 
information  collected  upon  the  spot,  that  none  of  the  direful 
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effects,  so  often  echoed  through  that  House,  and  wliich  it 
had  been  said  would  flow  from  the  measures  pureued  by 
Administration  and  supported  by  Parliament,  had  been  yet, 
nor  were  likely  to  be  felt. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  after  enumerating  the 
conduct  of  the  several  Administrations  for  some  years  past 
respecting  America,  condemned  the  speech,  which  he  called 
the  speech  of  the  JMinister,  in  very  pointed  terms;  and  con- 
tended that  the  measures  recommended  from  the  Throne 
were  big  with  the  most  portentous  and  ruinous  consequences. 

His  Lordship  then  proposed  an  amendment  to  be  made 
to  the  motion,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  Throne"  in  the 
first  paragraph,  these  words : 

["  That  we  behold,  with  the  utmost  concern,  the  disorders 
and  discontents  in  the  British  Colonies  rather  increased  than 
diminished  by  the  means  which  have  been  used  to  suppress 
and  allay  them  ;  a  circumstance  alone  sufficient  to  give  this 
House  just  reason  to  fear,  that  those  means  were  not  origi- 
nally well  considered,  or  properly  adapted  to  answer  the 
ends  to  which  they  were  directed. 

"  We  are  satisfied,  by  experience,  that  this  misfortune  has, 
in  a  great  measure,  arisen  from  the  want  of  full  and  proper 
information  being  laid  before  Parliament  of  the  true  state 
and  condition  of  the  Colonies  ;  by  reason  of  which,  measures 
have  been  carried  into  execution  injudicious  and  ineffica- 
cious, from  whence  no  salutary  end  was  reasonably  to  be 
expected,  tending  to  tarnish  the  lustre  of  the  British  arms, 
to  bring  discredit  on  the  wisdom  of  his  Majesty's  councils, 
and  to  nourish,  without  hope  of  end,  a  most  unhappy  civil 
war. 

"  Deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  this  melancholy  state 
of  the  publick  concerns,  we  shall,  on  the  fullest  information 
we  can  obtain,  and  with  the  most  mature  deliberation  we 
can  employ,  review  the  whole  of  the  late  proceedings,  that 
we  may  be  enabled  to  discover,  as  we  shall  be  most  willing 
to  apply,  the  most  effectual  means  for  restoring  order  to  the 
distracted  affairs  of  the  British  empire,  confidence  to  his 
Majesty's  Government,  obedience,  by  a  prudent  and  tempe- 
rate use  of  its  powers,  to  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and 
satisfaction  and  ha|)piness  to  all  his  people. 

"  By  these  means,  we  trust,  we  shall  avoid  any  occasion 
for  having  recourse  to  the  alarming  and  dangerous  expedient 
of  calling  in  foreign  forces  to  the  support  of  his  Majesty's 
authority  within  his  own  dominions,  and  the  still  more  dread- 
ful calamity  of  shedding  British  blood  by  British  hands."] 

The  Earl  of  Coventry  asserted  the  authority  of  the  Su- 
preme Legislature  over  the  Colonies,  but  condemned,  in 
express  terms,  the  madness  and  absurdity  of  expecting  to 
reduce  them  by  mere  measures  of  coercion,  so  as  to  answer 
any  one  rational  purpose  of  sovereignty,  commerce,  or 
finance.  He  told  the  noble  Lords  in  office  that  they  had  no 
alternative  left,  but  either  to  relinquish  all  connection  with 
the  Colonies,  or  to  adopt  conciliatory  measures ;  the  idea  of 
conquering  them  was  wild  and  extravagant,  he  said,  even 
in  the  event  of  victory  ;"  because  if  they  should  be  vanquish- 
ed they  would  be  worth  nothing  to  the  mother  country;  and 
would,  besides,  call  for  such  a  standing  military  force  to  keep 
them  in  subjection,  as  we  could  never  be  able  to  support. 
In  short,  the  whole  of  his  argument  went  to  this :  the  hazard 
of  failing  in  the  attempt  to  reduce  them ;  the  little  value  they 
would  be  of  when  conquered  ;  and,  above  all,  the  inability 
of  Great  Britain  to  retain,  for  any  considerable  time,  such 
a  species  of  dominion ;  put  in  the  opposite  scale  against  the 
innumerable  advantages  we  must  immediately  forego  in  such 
a  contest,  and  the  substantial  benefits  we  must  continue  to 
reap  from  a  state  of  tranquillity,  reciprocal  good  temper,  and 
mutual  confidence. 

The  Earl  oi  Rochford  said,  he  had  every  reason,  as  well 
from  repeated  assurances  as  from  the  real  disposition  of  the 
Courts  of  Madrid  and  Versailles,  to  be  perfectly  satisfied 
that  there  was  nothing  to  be  dreaded  from  that  quarter ; 
there  being,  at  present,  a  perfect  good  coiiespondence  sub- 
sisting between  those  Courts  and  Great  Britain.  His  Lord- 
ship concluded  with  ridiculing  the  absurdity  of  supposing 
that  France  and  Spain  would  interfere  in  the  disputes  under 
consideration,  remarking  that  it  was  by  no  means  the  pre- 
vailing policy  of  the  House  of  Bourbon  to  set  so  dangerous 
an  example  to  their  subjects  in  the  New  World,  by  assist- 
ing the  British  Colonies  to  shake  off  the  dominion  of  the 
mother  country. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  condemned  the  measures  recom- 


mended in  the  speech,  and  the  conduct  of  Administration 
during  the  last  twelve  months.  The  amendment  did  not 
entirely  meet  his  ideas ;  he  therefore  could  not  vote  for  it ; 
but  he  should  certainly  give  the  Address  itself  a  negative. 
His  general  sentiments  respecting ^Mcncd  were  well  known; 
he  sbould  not  therefore  take  up  their  Lordships'  time  in  ex- 
plaining them.  It  was  true,  he  had  supported  Administra- 
tion, but  it  was  upon  a  general  idea  that  means  of  concilia- 
tion might  be  devised  and  adopted.  He  expressed  his  igno- 
rance of  the  true  state  oi  America,  and  asserted  that  heliad 
been  misled  and  deceived ;  for  that  reason  chiefly  lie  could 
not  think  of  concurring  any  longer  in  measures  of  which  he 
never  really  approved,  but  to  which  he  lent  his  countenance, 
in  expectation  that  the  stronger  Government  was  the  more 
likely  matters  were  to  be  amicably  adjusted.  He  had  a 
proposition  which,  with  their  Lordships'  U'.uve,  he  would 
submit  to  the  House.  He  knew  it  could  not  originate  with 
their  Lordships,  as  it  must  come  through  the  other  House, 
because  it  would  affect  the  revenue.  Perhaps,  said  his  Grace, 
it  will  not  gain  your  approbation  entirely  this  night;  but, 
believe  me,  you  will  like  it  better  to-morrow,  and  still  bet- 
ter in  three  days  hence.  It  will  daily  grow  in  your  esteem. 
In  a  fortnight,  I  promise  you,  it  will  have  more  friends, 
until  at  length  it  will  gain  universal  assent  and  approbation. 
The  proposition  is  only  this :  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  repealinir 
every  act  (I  think  there  are  thirteen)  which  has  been 
passed  in  this  country  since  the  year  1763,  relative  to 
America.  This,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  will  answer  every 
end ;  and  nothing  less  will  accomplish  any  effectual  pur- 
pose, without  scenes  of  ruin  and  destruction  which  I  cannot 
think  on  without  the  utmost  grief  and  horror.  But,  iny 
Lords,  though  I  had  entertained  a  contrary  opinion  to  what 
I  do,  I  could  by  no  means  consent  to  agree  with  this  Address 
in  the  form  it  is  now  presented.  I  confess  I  could  not,  at 
any  time  whhin  my  recollection,  venture,  either  in  conscience 
or  judgment,  to  give  it  my  support.  The  necessity  of  hiring 
foreign  troops  for  garrisoning  our  two  valuable  and  impor- 
tant fortresses  is  not  accompanied  with  sufficient  informa- 
tion to  justify  so  extraordinary  and  unprecedented  an  act. 
It  is,  indeed,  accompanied  by  none.  Besides,  this  Address 
takes  in  the  whole  of  the  measures  to  be  adopted,  without 
a  single  fact  being  stated  or  a  tittle  of  infonnation  given  to 
point  out  their  rectitude  or  necessity.  We  do  not  know  the 
extent  of  the  expenses  we  may  be  put  to,  the  general  out- 
line of  the  operations  intended,  nor  the  various  consequences 
we  may  bind  ourselves  to  by  such  an  engagement.  In  fine, 
my  Lords,  if  I  were  not  truly  touched  by  the  present  very 
critical  situation  of  this  country,  I  had  a  sufficient  apology 
for  absenting  myself  on  account  of  a  very  indifferent  state  of 
health  ;  if  I  were  not  convinced  that  silence  in  my  situation 
would  be  construed  into  acquiescence,  if  not  direct  appro- 
bation. But  I  trust  your  Lordships  will  credit  me,  and  I 
am  convinced  that  my  brethren  in  office  are  satisfied,  that 
nothing  but  the  most  full  and  perfect  convictbn  of  my  being 
in  the  right  could  prevail  on  me,  under  the  circumstances 
before  alluded  to,  to  attend  thus  early  in  the  session  to  give 
my  vote ;  nor  shall  my  indisposition  prevent  me  from  an- 
swering what  I  look  upon  as  the  strongest  call  of  duty  ;  for 
should  it  continue  to  increase,  I  pledge  myself  to  your  Lord- 
ships and  my  country,  that,  if  necessity  should  require  it, 
and  my  health  not  otherwise  permit  it,  I  mean  to  come 
down  to  this  House  in  a  litter,  in  order  to  express  my  full 
and  hearty  disapprobation  of  the  measures  now  pursuing ; 
and,  as  I  undei-stand  from  the  noble  Lords  in  office,  meant 
to  be  pursued.  I  do  protest  to  your  Lordships,  that  if  my 
brother  or  my  dearest  friend  were  to  be  affected  by  the  vote 
I  mean  to  give  this  evening,  I  could  not  possibly  resist  the 
faithful  discharge  of  my  conscience  and  ray  duty.  Were  I 
to  lose  my  fortune,  and  every  other  thing  I  esteem  ;  were  I 
to  be  reduced  to  beggary  itself,  the  strong  conviction  and 
compulsion  at  once  operating  on  my  mind  and  conscience 
would  not  permit  me  to  take  any  other  part  on  the  present 
occasion  than  that  I  now  mean  to  adopt. 

The  Eari  of  Sandwich  remarked,  that  the  framers  and 
supporters  of  the  amendment,  after  stating  the  facts,  that 
the  disordei-s  in  America  had  rather  increased  than  dimi- 
nished ;  instead  of  assigning  the  causes  that  followed  this  as- 
sertion, should  have  assigned  the  only  true  cause,  which  was, 
the  open  and  avowed  support  and  countenance  given  to  the 
rebels,  by  men  who,  under  a  pretended  regard  for  their 
country,  encouraged,  from  the  worst  motives,  an  unnatural 
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rebellion  against  the  Executive  and  Legislative  powers  of  the 
State,  and  the  undoubted  riglils  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
In  answer  to  some  strictures  made  by  the  noble  Duke  who 
spoke  last,  he  defended  the  conduct  of  the  naval  officer 
who  commanded  on  the  American  station,  and  seemed  to 
hint  some  degree  of  censure  upon  the  operations  on  shore. 
He  confessed  that  things  were  much  altered ;  and  that  it 
was  necessary  to  considerably  augment  our  Navy  ;  that  he 
had  already  taken  every  precaution  in  his  power ;  that  the 
annament  of  last  year  had  consisted  of  thirty  armed  ves- 
sels, of  different  sizes,  two  of  them  two-decked  vessels ;  that 
twenty  were  actually  sailed,  or  were  ready  to  sail  to  rein- 
force them ;  and  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Administration 
to  complete  the  number,  by  the  time  that  operations  were 
to  commence,  to  seventy  vessels,  which  would  be  such  a 
force,  co-operating  with  the  Army,  as  would  render  it  im- 
possible for  the  Americans  either  to  resist,  keep  together,  or 
subsist ;  as  they  would  have  at  once  all  the  calamities  of  a 
war  to  contend  with,  without  the  means  of  carrying  it  on  ; 
being  thus  cut  off  from  all  supplies  they  might  expect  to 
derive  from  Europe,  or  elsewhere.  His  Lordship  confessed 
that  Administration  had  been  deceived  in  some  measure ; 
yet  he  thougiit  it  necessary  now  to  declare  that  it  was  his 
own  private  opinion  that  the  stronger  the  Navy  was  the 
more  effectual  their  operations  would  be.  He  saw  the 
matter  very  evidently  in  that  light;  but  it  was  generally 
believed  if  a  larger  force  had  been  demanded,  it  would  have 
raised  an  opposition  to  the  measures  at  large ;  and  this  was 
one  very  powerful  motive  for  his  not  explaining  his  own 
ideas  so  fully  as  otherwise  he  was  most  certainly  disposed 
to  do.  It  was  fashionable  to  cry  up  the  prowess  and  intre- 
pidity of  the  Americans ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  if  they  had 
betrayed  any  proofs  of  cowardice  and  want  of  spirit  formerly, 
nothing  had  yet  happened  on  their  part  sufficient  to  wipe 
off  the  aspersion  ;  for  it  had  ever  been  a  received  opinion, 
that  an  army  intrenched  are  at  least  equal  to  three  times 
their  number  of  assailants  ;  whereas  the  superiority  on  the 
part  of  the  Provincials  was  confessed  on  all  hands  to  be  in  the 
direct  contrary  proportion  ;  and  yet  the  King's  troops  were 
victorious.  He  commented  on  the  proposition  recommended 
by  the  noble  Duke,  and  contended  it  was  in  fact  giving  up 
the  whole  contest,  and  at  once  relinquishing  our  rights  of 
sovereignty,  and  every  possible  benefit  we  are  entitled  to 
claim  in  the  way  of  trade  and  commerce ;  that  though  we 
should  agree  to  repeal  all  the  laws  relative  to  America 
passed  since  the  year  1763,  yet,  in  all  probability  the  noble 
proposer,  as  well  as  the  proposition,  would  meef  with  the 
treatment  and  contempt  that,  last  session,  a  noble  Lord  now 
absent  from  his  place  (the  Earl  of  Chatham)  did,  which  was, 
to  be  condemned  in  pamphlets  and  newspapers,  and  his 
person  reviled  in  the  most  reproachful  terms  in  scurrilous 
publications  and  ballads,  hawked  about  the  streets  of  their 
several  capitals  by  old  women  and  boys.  He  pursued  the 
idea  of  the  noble  mover  of  the  Address,  relative  to  foreigners 
and  papists,  in  the  instance  of  France  and  Sardinia,  who 
constantly  retained  large  bodies  of  Swiss  in  their  armies,  who 
professed  the  Protestant  religion,  and  contended  generally 
that  if  the  measure  of  reducing  America  v/d.%  a  right  one,  it 
was  proper  of  course  to  enforce  it;  and  he  was  astonished 
to  hear  the  power  of  the  King  to  call  the  aid  of  his  Hano- 
teriati  subjects  to  his  assistance  doubted,  or  the  propriety  of 
employing  foreigners,  to  effectuate  measures  previously  de- 
termined to  be  necessary,  condemned. 

Lord  Lyttkton  resented  what  he  deemed  an  implied 
censure  on  his  noble  relation,  (the  Earl  of  Chatham,)  who, 
he  observed,  unfortunately  for  his  country,  was  absent  from 
his  duty  in  Parliament,  bein^  confined  to  his  bed  by  a  severe 
fit  of  illness.  The  noble  Earl,  who  endeavoured  to  load 
that  truly  great  man  with  ridicule,  ought  to  recollect  and 
well  weigh  a  character  which  he  was  no  more  able  to  de- 
preciate by  an  attack  in  his  absence,  than  he  could  add  to  it 
by  any  encomiums  it  was  in  his  ix)wer  to  bestow.  That 
great  man  was  the  ornament  of  his  country,  and  tiie  delight 
.and  admiration  of  every  man,  of  every  party,  who  wished 
well  to  it.  Though  a  young  man,  he  remembered  when 
this  country  was  pretty  much  in  such  a  predicament  as  at 
present;  and  he  remembered,  too,  that  that  steady  patriot 
and  able  politician  rescued  it  from  the  brink  of  destruction  ; 
and  he  was  now  fully  convinced  its  salvation,  nay,  indeed, 
its  existence,  was  only  to  be  obtained  and  preserved  by  the 
same  means.     His  Lordship  turned  to  the  question,  and 


maintained  the  sovereignty  of  the  Le^gislature  in  its  fullest 
extent,  but  condemned,  in  the  most  marked  language,  the 
conduct  of  Administration.  He  said  they  had  totally  failed 
in  their  promises  and  information,  and  were  no  longer  to  be 
trusted  or  supported  with  safety.  He  alluded  to  his  conduct 
during  last  session,  when  he  voted  with  the  Ministry,  how 
strenuously  he  recommended  vigorous  measures  or  none, 
and  how  frequently  he  pressed  them  on  this  head.  On  the 
whole,  therefore,  though  he  could  not  vpte  for  the  amend- 
ment, because  the  Americans  were  not  declared  to  be  in 
rebellion,  he  totally  disapproved  of  the  Address,  and  the 
measures  recommended  in  it.  He  said  matters  were  now 
entirely  altered.  Boston  was  turned  into  an  hospital,  where 
more  died  of  famine  and  want  of  care  than  by  the  sword. 
We  probably  had  not  a  single  foot  of  land  in  our  posses- 
sion on  the  continent  of  America.  The  expense  and  hazard 
of  reducing  it,  the  little  dependance  there  was  to  be  placed 
in  men  who  had  been  misled  themselves,  or  purposely  mis- 
led others,  operated  so  strongly  on  his  mind  that  he  could 
no  longer  lend  his  support  to  such  measures,  accompanied 
by  such  circumstances ;  and,  consequently,  must  unite  in 
opinion  with  the  noble  Duke,  in  wishing  that  all  the  acts 
respecting  America,  passed  since  the  year  1763,  might  be 
repealed,  as  a  ground  for  conciliation,  a  full  restoration  of 
the  publick  tranquillity,  and  return  of  America  to  her 
wonted  obedience  and  subordinate  dependance  on  the 
mother  country. 

The  Bishop  of  Peterborough  (Doctor  John  Hinchcliffe) 
answered  some  reflections  which  dropped  from  Lord  Sand- 
wich, on  the  obstructions  thrown  in  the  way  of  Administra- 
tion, by  declaring  that  he  was  so  far  from  having  had  any  dis- 
position to  clog  the  wheels  of  Government,  that  he  had  given 
his  vote  last  year  for  the  measures  of  the  Ministry,  upon  the 
ground  of  the  information  he  had  received  from  reading  the 
American  correspondence.  His  Lordship,  however,  remind- 
ed the  House  that,  notwithstanding  the  vote  he  then  gave, 
he  expressly  declared  that  reconciliation,  last  year,  was  the 
object  he  ever  had  in  view,  and  meant  not  to  lose  sight  of. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Lords  would  not  impute  it  to 
a  spirit  of  faction,  if  (as  he  thought  the  state  of  things  now 
very  different  from  what  they  appeared  then)  he  should  be 
constrained  to  withhold  his  consent  from  the  Address.  My 
reasons,  he  added,  for  so  doing,  I  will  simply,  and  as  briefly 
as  possible,  lay  before  your  Lordships. 

It  appeared  to  me,  in  the  last  session,  to  be  the  general 
opinion  of  all  such  as  I  thought  best  capable  to  form  a 
judgment  what  were  the  most  probable  means  to  effect  a 
lasting  reunion  with  the  Colonies,  that  even  a  show  of  per- 
severance to  support  the  authority  of  the  Legislature,  would 
intimidate  the  factious,  and  restore  peace  and  tranquillity. 
Experience  has  now  convinced  me  that  a  mistaken  judg- 
ment upon  this  point  was  formed  by  the  friends  of  Adminis- 
tration, both  here  and  in  America.  The  declaration  of  per- 
severance went  forth,  and  though  backed  by  ten  thousand 
men,  has  not  intimidated  a  single  Colony. 

We  were  assured  last  year,  that  upon  the  appearance  of 
a  reinforcement,  which  could  protect  them  from  the  insults 
of  the  mob,  a  considerable  party  would  declare  themselves 
in  favour  of  the  mother  country:  that  there  is  no  reason 
now  to  flatter  oui-selves  with  such  an  expectation,  is  too 
obvious  to  be  insisted  upon.  It  was  said,  too,  in  the  spring, 
that  the  Americans  would  not  (some,  indeed,  were  confi- 
dently persuaded  they  could  not)  fight ;  yet  we  now  cer- 
tainly know  that  they  can  and  will  fight,  for  they  have 
fought.  It  is  true  they  were  defeated  ;  but,  considering  the 
stand  they  made,  and  the  intrepidity  of  the  troops  they  had 
to  contend  with,  they  were  not  disgraced  by  their  defeat. 

We  were  made  to  believe,  a  year  ago,  that  the  restraints 
put  upon  the  commerce  and  fisheries  of  the  Colonies,  would 
press  so  hard  upon  their  interests  as  to  bring  them  to  sub- 
mission :  we  have  now  learned  that  their  commerce  is  but  a 
secondary  consi4feration.  If  it  may  not  be  called  liberty 
itself  that  they  are  contending  for,  it  is  at  least  the  opinion 
of  liberty,  which  operates  no  less  forcibly  on  the  passions  of 
mankind. 

Having  thus  contrasted  the  past  and  present  state  oC Ame- 
rican affairs,  he  said  that  he  was  persuaded  many  Lords,  be- 
sides himself,  had,  on  some  or  all  of  the  grounds  he  men- 
tioned, been  induced  to  approve  of  the  measures  proposed 
in  the  last  session.  He  owned  they  were  measures  of  co- 
ercion and  correction,  which  he  then  thought  advisable, 
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because  he  believed  they  tended  to  effect  peace  and  re- 
union. But,  he  added,  it  seems  to  me,  unfortunately  for 
both  countries,  that  we  have  lost  sight  of  the  end  in  the 
means.  It  is  no  longer  a  question  whether  reconciliation  is 
best  brought  about  by  concession  or  force  ;  but  whether  or 
not  we  shall  engage  in  a  ruinous  and  expensive  war,  till 
one  or  both  countries  is  sacrificed  to  resentment,  on  a  barren 
point  of  honour.  I  call  the  subject  of  our  dispute  a  bar- 
ren point  of  honour,  for  I  am  persuaded  there  is  scarce  a 
man  in  this  country  who  thinks  now  that  America,  if  sub- 
dued, will  be  brought  to  submit  to  taxation.  Be  the  right 
of  the  Legislature  what  it  may,  such  as  I  have  conversed 
with  hold  the  exercise  of  it  not  only  inexpedient  but  im- 
practicable. Admit,  then,  the  point  of  honour  established 
by  a  series  of  victories,  it  must  still  remain  a  barren  specu- 
lative principle  of  pre-eminence ;  and  all  the  advantage 
which  can  possibly  be  expected  from  it  can  never  be  ade- 
quate to  the  expense  of  blood  and  treasure  that  must  neces- 
sarily be  wasted  in  the  fruitless  acquisition. 

The  noble  Viscount  who  has  moved  this  Address,  has 
been  pleased  to  lay  a  great  stress  upon  the  assurances  given 
by  the  Courts  o(  France  and  Spain.  I  am  free  to  admit 
that  nothing  is  to  be  apprehended  from  either  of  our  rival 
powers,  while  our  domestick  disputes  continue.  They  must 
be  bad  politi9ians,  indeed,  to  hazard  anything  for  reducing 
our  force,  while  they  see  us  so  eagerly  doing  their  business 
at  our  own  expense. 

The  other  noble  Viscount  who  has  seconded  this  Ad- 
dress, has  acquainted  your  Lordships  that,  to  his  own  per- 
sonal knowledge,  our  great  manufacturing  towns  feel  no 
dechne  of  trade  from  the  interruption  o{  the  American  com- 
merce. They  have,  his  Lordship  says,  as  full  employment 
and  as  ample  orders  from  their  factors  as  ever.  Be  it  so : 
What  is  it  that  the  noble  Lord  can  infer  from  this  conces- 
sion, unless  it  is  that  our  manufactures  can  do  as  well  with- 
out the  American  trade  as  with  it  ?  Why,  then,  I  would 
ask,  are  we  sacrificing  the  flower  of  our  army,  and  burden- 
ing posterity  with  an  enormous  debt  ?  Better,  surely,  will 
it  be  to  cut  off  at  once  a  limb  that  is  of  no  use,  than  to 
hazard  the  mortification  of  the  whole  body,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  preserve  it. 

His  Lordship  proceeded  then  to  give  his  opinion  upon 
the  use  that  might  be  made  of  the  Petition  from  the  Con- 
gress, as  a  ground  of  conciliation.  I  am  free  to  own,  said 
he,  I  consider  the  Petition  as  a  refined  piece  of  political 
subtlety ;  yet  I  plainly  perceive  from  it,  that  there  is  either 
a  difference  of  sentiment  among  the  leaders,  or  that  the  bulk 
of  the  people  do  not  even  now  wish  for  a  total  separation, 
whatever  may  be  the  object  of  some  among  the  leaders  who 
direct  their  councils. 

It  is  evident  that  the  Petition  is  expressed  in  terms  which, 
considering  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  are  more  mo- 
derate and  dutiful  than  could  have  been  expected.  Sup- 
pose, then,  that  this  was  calculated  to  gain  the  approbation 
of  such  as  wished  still  for  peace  and  conciliation:  it  is 
plain  that  some  such  there  still  are  among  them  and  that 
their  leaders  thought  it  prudent  to  manage  them,  though 
they  had  address  enough  to  clog  the  whole  with  a  title  and 
subscription  which  they  meant  should  render  it  inadmissible. 
Are  your  Lordships  to  be  so  imposed  upon  ?  Will  you  be  for 
rejecting  this  Petition  altogether,  or  will  you  not  find  some 
means  of  admitting  it,  so  as  to  defeat  the  purposes  of  those 
who  in  their  hearts  are  enemies  of  peace  ?  I  beg  leave  to 
remind  the  House  of  a  wise  answer  given  lately  by  one  of 
his  Majesty's  Governours  to  a  Petition  of  a  Provincial  Con- 
gress :  "  I  cannot,"  says  Sir  James  Wright,  "  look  upon 
your  meeting  as  constitutional ;  but  as  your  Petition  is  ex- 
pressed in  terms  of  duty  and  loyally,  and  the  ends  proposed 
are  such  as  every  good  man  must  wish  to  promote,  I  shall 
consent." 

To  conclude :  was  there  no  other  consideration  than  the 
great  importance  of  the  question,  whereon  not  the  commerce 
only,  but  in  a  great  measure  the  very  being  of  the  British 
empire  depends,  it  would  justify  delay,  till  all  the  light  which 
can  be  collected  is  thrown  upon  the  subject.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  noble  Marquis  seems  directed  princi- 
pally to  this  end,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall  give  my  consent  , 
to  it.  Whatever  vote  your  Lordships  shall  hereafter  come 
to,  weigh  first  the  hazards  of  war,  weigh  the  heavy  expense 
of  acquiring  your  object  against  its  real  value.  I  am  too 
much  pleased  with  the  spirit  of  the  noble  Lord's  [Lyttkton] 


idea,  who  declares  the  British  troops  are  Invincible,  to 
question  it.  Cast  the  sword  of  victory,  then,  into  the  scale 
of  honour.     It  will  still  be  found  wanting. 

The  Earl  of  Sandicich,  rising  to  explain,  was  called  to 
order ;  but  insisting  on  his  right  to  be  heard,  said,  he  had 
no  intention  to  depreciate  the  character  of  the  noble  Earl, 
who,  he  understood,  was  prevented  by  illness  from  attending 
his  duty  in  Parliament ;  he  never  meant  to  ridicule  him, 
and  still  much  less  so  in  his  absence. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  rose  to  explain,  concerning  some- 
thing which  had  furnished  Lord  Sandwich  with  an  oppr- 
tunity  of  supposing  his  Grace  had  passed  some  degree  of 
censure  on  the  naval  operations  carried  on  in  America. 
Nothing,  he  assured  his  Lordship  and  the  House,  could  be 
further  from  his  intentions ;  for  he  had  a  very  high  esteem 
for  the  gentlemen  of  the  navy,  and  took  a  veiy  peculiar 
pride  in  being  immediately  descended  from  one  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

The  Earl  o{  Effingham,  after  taking  a  short  review  of  the 
conduct  of  Administration,  turned  his  attention  to  the  mea- 
sures proposed  by  them ;  and  supposing  that  it  should  be 
agreed  to  carry  them  into  execution,  asked  Lord  Townshend 
whether  he  thought  sixty  thousand  men  would  be  sufBcient 
to  recover  America,  and  entirely  subdue  it  ? 

Viscount  Townshend  replied,  it  was  a  question  he  could 
by  no  means  undertake  to  answer ;  that  he  was  acquainted 
only  with  that  part  in  which  he  had  acted  himself;  that 
there  was  a  very  able  man  (Sir  Jeffery  Amherst)  who,  it  was 
reported,  would  shortly  be  called  up  to  a  seat  in  that  House: 
this  gentleman  had  traversed  the  principal  communications 
of  the  Northern  parts  of  that  Continent :  and  he  believed 
had  been  consulted.  He  assured  their  Lordships  that,  for 
his  own  part,  he  had  never  been  applied  to,  in  council  or 
elsewhere ;  but  if  the  question  had  been  put  generally  to 
him,  whether  such  a  force  was  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  he 
should  very  fairly  reply,  from  his  general  knowledge,  and 
from  all  the  lights  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  from  history, 
that  he  never  knew  an  instance  where  sixty  thousand  men 
were  in  possession  of  the  posts  proper  to  be  occupied,  in  which 
they  had  failed.  [Several  questions  of  a  similar  nature  were 
put  to  him  ;  but  his  Lordship  seemed  willing  to  avoid  giving 
any  specifick  answer.] 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  was  astonished  how  any  noble 
Lord  could  condemn  Administration,  or  withdraw  his  sup- 
port from  them,  without  at  least  giving  them  a  fair  trial ;  it 
was  never  supposed,  \i America  united,  that  to  reduce  them 
would  be  the  work  of  one  summer ;  the  measures  of  last 
session  were  directed  to  the  safety  and  protection  of  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay  entirely;  as  such,  they  had 
been  wisely  planned,  and  must  have  been  successful,  if  a 
variety  of  events,  impossible  to  be  foreseen  or  provided 
against,  had  not  united  to  defeat  them ;  such,  in  particular, 
was  the  change  of  sentiments  in  the  people  of  New-  York, 
and  the  unexpected  unanimity-  and  unforeseen  measures 
adopted  by  the  Continental  Congress. 

Earl  Grosvenor  said,  he  was  not  used  to  speaking.  Po- 
liticks were  not  in  his  way;  but  he  thought  the  King's  speech 
was  a  good  speech,  and  as  such  ought  to  be  answered  in  the 
terms  moved  by  the  noble  Lord. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester,  after  examining  the.true  pur- 
port of  the  Speech,  which  he  treated  as  the  speech  of  the 
Minister,  submitted  his  reasons  for  disapproving  of  the  Ad- 
dress, and  for  agreeing  with  the  amendment.  His  Grace 
observed,  that  it  had  been  the  general  language  of  the  Mi- 
nistry, and  many  other  noble  Lords  last  session,  to  impute  all 
opposition  to  their  measures  to  factious  and  ambitious  mo- 
tives. He  was  sorry  to  hear  the  same  language  renewed 
this  day.  His  Grace  solemnly  protested,  as  long  as  he  had 
the  honour  of  a  seat  in  that  House,  he  would  never  endure 
it.  If  the  noble  Lords  who  made  the  accusations  had 
grounds  to  justify  what  they  said,  he  called  on  them  to 
bring  them  forward,  or  confess  they  had  iio  authority  for 
what  they  said  or  insinuated.  If  they  are  silent,  then,  said 
his  Grace,  I  shall  suppose  they  have  none.  The  House 
must  suppose  so,  and  as  such  will  not  permit  them  to  inter- 
rupt or  disturb  tliat  decorum  and  freedom  of  debate  for 
which  your  Lordships  have  at  all  times  been  so  justly  dis- 
tinguished. 

[Mention  was  made,  by  some  of  the  Lords  in  Admi- 
nistration, of  the  several  addresses  lately  presented  to  his 
Majesty;  that  they  contained  the  fullest  approbation  of 
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the  present  measures,  and  must  be  presumed  were  the  voice 
and  sense  of  the  nation.] 

Lord  Craven  said,  the  manner  and  the  means  employed 
to  obtain  these  addresses  were  well  known.  He  should 
mention  only  that  whicii  was  obtained  in  his  own  neigh- 
bourhood, which,  he  said,  was  shamefully  smuggled;  no 
notice  being  previously  given  the  citizens  of  Coventry.  It 
was  drawn  up  by  the  mere  agents  and  creatures  of  Admin- 
istration ;  nine-tentiis  who  signed  it  never  heard  a  syllable 
of  its  contents ;  and  yet,  with  all  the  arts  used  to  deceive  and 
mislead,  no  more  than  one  hundred  and  seventeen,  most  of 
tliem  ignorant  of  what  they  were  doing,  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  sign  it ;  while  the  Address  he  interested  himself  in,  and 
w  hich  carried  truth  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  attended  with  all 
the  previous  fonns  which  should  ever  accompany  declarations 
of  tills  nature,  where  the  sentiments  of  the  people  ought  to  be 
faithfully  collected  and  expressed,  was  signed  by  four  hundred 
and  six  names  ;  and  he  could  assure  their  Lordships,  that  in 
this  number  there  was  not  one  bought  voice  nor  one  pauper. 
From  this  instance,  which  came  immediately  within  his  own 
knowledge,  he  was  led  strongly  to  suspect,  that  most  of  the 
addresses  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Lords  were  obtained  in  a 
similar  manner ;  and  hoped,  therefore,  their  Lordships  would 
build  nothing  on  so  weak  and  rotten,  though  specious  a  foun- 
dation. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  reminded  Administration  of  the 
very  predictions  which  they  now  owned  were  the  cause  of 
their  miscarriage.  He  told  them  that  he,  and  many  other 
Lords,  had  repeatedly  pressed  them  on  their  real  or  pretended 
want  of  information  ;  that  if  they  were  in  earnest,  their  arma- 
ments, both  by  land  and  sea,  were  too  weak ;  and  if  they 
were  not  in  earnest,  it  was  at  once  sacrificing  the  blood, 
treasure,  commerce,  and  honour  of  this  nation,  to  a  most 
criminal  lust  of  place  and  emolument,  supposing  that  bloody 
measures  were  the  tenure  by  which  they  held  their  offices. 
His  Grace  observed,  that  the  publick  papers  held  out  threats 
against  some  of  the  members  of  both  Houses,  in  order  to 
stifle  the  freedom  of  debate ;  that  he  understood  he  was  one 
of  the  persons  singled  out  and  meant  to  be  honoured  on  this 
occasion ;  that  he  now  called  on  his  threateners  and  accu- 
sers, and  (striking  his  hand  on  his  heart)  said,  if  any  such  be 
present,  (I  will  not  pretend  to  say  there  are,)  I  defy  them ; 
I  scorn  their  menaces,  and  invite  them  to  make  good  their 
charges.  He  did  not  suppose,  he  said,  that  any  noble 
Lords  in  Administration  would  encourage  or  employ  such 
base,  futile,  or  scandalous  means,  to  intimidate  members 
from  doing  their  duty,  though  they  were  certain  that  such  a 
scheme  would  have  the  desired  effect.  His  Grace  next 
turned  his  attention  to  what  a  noble  Earl,  early  in  the  de- 
bate, had  said,  respecting  the  cowardice  of  the  Americans. 
He  begged  leave  to  remind  his  Lordship,  that  he  did  not 
speak  conditionally;  there  was  no  i/at  the  time  the  charge 
was  made ;  it  was  a  positive  one,  and  could  not  now  be 
explained  away  by  conditions  introduced  for  the  first  time ; 
yet,  however  positive  the  noble  Lord  might  have  been  then, 
or  guarded  he  might  be  now,  he  could  inform  his  Lordship 
that  the  New-England  people  were  brave ;  that  they  had 
proved  it ;  that  the  General  who  commanded  at  Bunker's 
HiU  had  confessed  it ;  that  another,  (General  Burgoipie,)  no 
less  celebrated  for  his  talents  than  zeal  for  the  cause,  had 
confirmed  it ;  that  an  officer,  a  particular  friend  of  his,  on 
llie  spot,  had  united  in  the  same  opinion.  He  combated 
the  facts  and  conclusions  of  the  noble  Earl,  relative  to  the 
particulars  of  that  day.  He  denied  the  superiority  of  num- 
bers, and  observed  that  he  never  recollected  an  instance 
where  lines  had  been  forced  and  no  prisoners  taken  but  such 
as  were  wounded.  The  noble  Viscount  who  moved  the 
Address,  when  questioned  about  the  practicability  of  redu- 
cing and  holding  America  in  subjection,  instanced  the  con- 
quest of  Corsica.  The  difference  of  extent  of  the  two 
countries,  the  vicinity  of  the  Island  to  France,  and  the  num- 
ber of  persons  in  arms  to  resist,  which  were  no  more  than  six 
thousand,  added  to  the  immense  superiority  of  the  French  in 
point  of  numbers,  were  sufficient  to  show  how  little  the  two 
cases  were  alike :  and  as  to  his  Lordship's  general  answer, 
that  sixty  thousand  men  in  possession  of  all  the  posts  of  a 
country  would  in  all  probability  succeed,  he  must  have  sup- 
posed the  conquest  as  a  matter  previously  effected  ;  because 
he  could  see  very  little  or  no  difference  between  the  actual 
conquest  of  a  country,  and  occupying  all  the  posts  which 
command  the  necessary  communication  by  land  and  sea : 


that  not  being  the  case  here,  he  must  therefore  look  on  his 
Lordship's  answer  as  deciding  nothing.  He  condemned 
the  Speech  and  Address  with  severity,  and  concluded  with 
calling  on  the  law  Lords  to  rise  and  give  their  opinions, 
whether  his  Majesty  was  properiy  advised  in  taking  Hano- 
verians into  British  pay,  and  bringing  them  into  the  do- 
minions of  Great  Britain,  without  the  previous  consent  of 
Parliament. 

Eari  Gower  confessed  that  Administration  had  been  de- 
ceived and  misled ;  and  that,  consequently,  the  measures 
taken  were  by  no  means  proportioned  to  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  service ;  that  the  accounts  received  from  the 
Southern  Provinces  led  to  this  mistake ;  and  that  several 
other  events  had  happened,  which  it  was  impossible  to  fore- 
see or  prevent.  In  particular,  the  Province  of  IScw-iork 
had  been  overawed  and  compelled,  by  a  party  of  insurgents 
from  Connecticut,  into  measures  they  would  never  have 
otherwise  adopted  ;  that  still,  if  the  friends  of  Government 
were  emancipated  by  the  aid  of  a  force  from  this  country, 
he  had  strong  expectations  the  Colonies,  by  that  means, 
might  be  brought  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  without  the  mother 
country  being  obliged  to  have  recouree  to  those  scenes  of 
misery  and  desolation  described  by  the  noble  Lords  on  the 
other  side.  His  Lordship  lamented,  that  those  who  had 
hitherto  approved  of  the  propriety  of  the  measures  respect- 
ing America  should  so  suddenly  abandon  them,  or  that  any 
foundation  should  be  laid  for  suspecting  they  wished  to  de- 
feat everything  they  had  on  a  former  occasion  expressed 
the  strongest  desire  to  support.  He  was  convinced  that  the 
proposition  of  the  noble  Duke  would  never  answer  the  end 
proposed,  and  that  the  question  was  now  simply  reduced 
to  the  alternative  of  coercive  measures,  qualified  in  the  man- 
ner he  had  pointed  out,  or  forever  relinquishing  any  power, 
dominion,  or  advantage,  from  our  Colonies  in  North-Ame- 
rica. 

Lord  Ferrars,  (of  Chartky,)  apologized  for  his  youth,  and 
said,  that  whatever  desire  he  might  have  to  follow  the  opi- 
nion of  his  very  near  and  noble  relation,  yet,  as  a  Lord  of 
Parliament,  in  the  execution  of  a  trust,  and  in  the  discharge 
of  a  duty,  he  felt  himself  called  to  a  conscientious  discharge 
of  both.  Such  being  his  motives,  he  found  himself  under 
a  necessity  of  supporting  the  amendment. 

The  Earl  of  Shelbume.  I  may,  from  this  moment,  con- 
gratulate the  publick,  that  the  Ministry  have  pronounced  the 
funeral  oration  of  their  addresses.  From  the  language  of 
those  addresses,  and  from  the  various  threats  which  were 
industriously  circulated,  I  came  to  town  with  some  appre- 
hensions, not  for  myself,  but  lest  the  zeal  of  some  of  my 
friends  for  the  violated  rights  of  their  suffering  fellow-sub- 
jects should  have  led  them  into  unwary  expressions,  which 
might  have  enabled  some  dark  designing  lawyer  to  stab  the 
publick  freedom  through  the  indiscretion  of  an  individual. 
I  do  not  blame  the  addressers  who  have  thus  unjustly  as- 
persed the  characters  of  those  whose  aim  is,  by  steady,  just, 
and  temperate  counsels,  to  save  this  deluded  country  from 
destruction.  They  were  deceived :  they  were  deceived  by 
these  very  Ministers,  who,  being  now  called  upon,  explicitly 
avow,  without  any  appearance  of  shame  or  remorse,  that 
they  have  no  evidence  to  support  their  accusation. 

It  is  with  equal  astonishment  and  concern,  my  Lords, 
that  I  perceive  not  the  least  mention  made  in  the  speech 
which  has  been  this  day  dehvered  to  us,  of  a  paper,  the  most 
important  of  any  that  could  possibly  come  under  the  con- 
sideration of  this  House :  I  mean  the  last  Petition  from  the 
General  Congress  in  America.  How  comes  it,  that  the 
Colonies  are  charged  with  planning  independency,  in  the 
face  of  their  explicit  declaration  to  the  contrary,  contained 
in  that  Petition  ?  Who  is  it  that  presumes  to  put  an  asser- 
tion, (what  shall  I  call  it,  my  Lords  ?)  contrary  to  fact,  con- 
trary to  evidence,  notorious  to  the  whole  world,  in  that  mouth, 
from  which  truth  alone,  if  unprompted,  would  issue  ?  Is  it 
their  intention,  by  thus  perpetually  sounding  independence 
in  the  ears  of  the  Americans,  to  lead  them  to  it,  or,  by  treat- 
ing them,  upon  suspicion,  with  every  possible  violence,  to 
compel  them  into  that,  which  must  be  our  ruin  ?  For  let 
visionary  writere  say  what  they  will,  it  is  a  plain  and  incon- 
testable fact,  that  the  commerce  of  America  is  the  vital 
stream  of  this  great  empire.  A  noble  and  reverend  Lord 
has  insinuated  that  the  Petition  seems  to  him  to  be  con- 
ceived in  temis  of  great  art  and  ambiguity.  I  have  exa- 
mined it  with  great  care ;  but  this  morning  I  read  it  repeat- 
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ediy,  and,  to  my  apprehension,  except  a  certain  degree  of 
address  necessary  to  meet  the  prejudices  which  have  been 
wickedly  and  industriously  excited  here,  there  cannot  be  a 
fairer  opportunity  offered  of  extricating  this  country  from 
the  ruinous  situation  in  which  the  folly  of  Administration  has 
involved  us.  It  furnishes  the  fairest  foundation  for  an  ho- 
nourable and  advantageous  accommodation.  I  have  been 
long  and  intimately  known  to  some  gentlemen  of  that  coun- 
try, one  of  whom  now  takes  a  considerable  share  in  their 
proceedings ;  and  I  have  ever  found  them  and  their  corres- 
pondents constant  and  earnest  in  the  wish  for  conciliation, 
upon  the  terms  of  ancient  connection. 

My  Lords,  you  have  heard  two  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
acknowledge  they  were  deceived  in  their  information,  and 
have  erred  in  their  measures  respecting  America.  There 
wants  only  a  similar  acknowledgment  from  a  certain  law 
Lord,  who  was  forward  to  pledge  himself  last  year  for  the 
success  of  their  plans.  A  little  blood,  indeed,  he  owned, 
they  might  cost ;  but  with  that,  their  efficacy  was  inevitable. 
The  noble  Lord's  political  sagacity  has  for  once  forsaken  him. 
A  great  deal  of  blood  has  been  unhappily  shed,  to  no  purpose, 
but  to  sever  us  more,  if  not  put  us  asunder  forever. 

But  is  it  possible  that  your  Lordships  should  not  have 
marked,  and  marked  with  indignation,  the  levity,  and  even 
ridicule,  with  which  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Ad- 
miralty has  treated  this  most  solemn  subject  ?    No  man  who 
did  not  feel  himself  secure  in  the  promise  of  impunity  from 
some  quarter,  would  proclaim  his  mistakes  in  triumph,  and 
sport  with  the  calamities  of  his  country.     It  is  astonishing 
that  any  one  should  have  dared  to  promise  impunity  to  such 
fatal  errors,  and  a  conduct  so  criminal :  it  is  your  Lordships' 
business  to  look  to  this.     Should  such  men  not  only  be  at 
large  unaccused,  but  highly  trusted,  adding  fresh  insults,  mis- 
leading by  fresh  misinformation,  and  manifesting  a  total  con- 
tempt of  the  publick,  both  here  and   in  Americal     The 
noble  Loi-d  laughs  at  all  propositions  of  conciliation ;  repeats 
his  imputation  of  cowardice  against  the  Americam;  says  the 
idea  of  rights  is  to  be  driven  out  of  their  heads  by  blows  ; 
and  ridicules  the  objections  to  employing  foreigners  and  pa- 
pists.    Is  this  a  language,  my  Lords,  becoming  so  great  an 
officer  of  state  ?     Is  it  decent  thus  to  stigmatise  so  great  a 
part  of  the  empire  with  so  base  a  calumny  ?     It  is  irnpos- 
sible  that  noble  Lord  can  have  less  intolerancy  in  his  dispo- 
sition than  I  have ;  but  it  does  not  therefore  follow  that  I 
should  think  it  a  measure  of  no  moment,  or  of  inconsider- 
able danger,  to  arm  the  hands  of  those  who  are  strangers  to 
toleration,  and  who  pant  for  the  extirpation  of  the  Protestant 
religion.     By  what  authority  is  it,  that  the  Crown  has  put 
the  strong  fortresses  of  this  empire  into  the  possession  of  for- 
eign troops  ?     I  do  not  inquire  whether  it  is  with  or  against 
the  letter  of  any  particular  law.     I  see  it  fundamentally  in- 
fringing the  first  principles  of  our  Government ;  and  do  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  it  high  treason  against  the  Constitu- 
tion.    I  foretell  it  is  a  measure  which  the  indignatili  of  this 
country  will  pursue,  till  it  is  utteriy  condemned,    for,  my 
Lords,  if  there  were  a  settled  plan  to  subdue  the  liberties  of 
this  country,  what  surer  means  could  be  adopted  than  those 
of  arming  Roman  Catholicks  and  introducing  foreign  troops? 
Before  you  venture  to  make  Roman  Catholicks  soldiers,  let 
them  be  made  citizens.     They  will  otherwise  willingly  em- 
ploy the  arms  in  their  hands,  to  destroy  those  privileges  of 
which  they  are  not  suffered  to  partake.     If  Hanover  assists 
us,  we  must  defend  her  when  invaded.    This  involves  us  in 
Continental  connections  and  wars,  which  have  already  al- 
most overwhelmed  us  with  debt.    In  every  view,  then,  these 
measures  are  impolitick,  unconstitutional,  and  dangerous. 

Much  has  been  said,  my  Lords,  about  not  distrusting 
the  present  Prince  upon  the  throne,  though  we  may  be 
jealous  of  trusting  such  powers  with  those  who  may  suc- 
ceed him.  It  is  not  now  a  time  for  compliments.  I  do 
not  distrust  the  King  that  is  now  upon  the  throne.  I  have 
more  veneration  for  the  character  of  King  William  than  for 
that  of  any  Prince  that  ever  swayed  a  sceptre.  The  great- 
ness of  his  talents,  the  virtues  and  the  heroism  of  his  heart, 
render  him,  in  my  estimation,  the  first  of  men.  Yet  had  I 
been  in  that  Pariiament  which  refused  him  his  Dutch  guards, 
I  should  have  been  the  foremost  in  so  wise  and  constitutional 
a  measure.  My  vote,  my  Lords,  shall  never  be  given  for 
trusting  the  dangerous  power  of  the  sword  in  foreign  hands. 
And  however  I  may  trast  English  swords  will  never  be 
employed  against  English  liberties,  yet  I  hold  it  my  duty, 


as  a  guardian  of  the  Constitution,  to  look  ever  with  a  jealous 
eye  on  the  augmentation  even  of  an  English  army. 

My  Lords,  the  Ministers  lament  that  it  is  their  task,  in 
this  American  business,  to  support  the  measure  of  another 
Administration.  This  is  some  acknowledgment,  at  least,  that 
the  measure  was  wrong.  Why,  then,  did  they  support  it  ? 
What  secret  influence  has  compelled  them  to  heap  errors  on 
errors,  grievance  upon  grievance,  till  they  have  shaken  the 
Constitution  to  its  foundation,  and  brought  the  whole  em- 
pire into  danger  and  confusion?  The  Americans  judge 
from  facts.  They  have  seen  a  uniform  lurking  spnit  of 
despotism  pervade  every  Administration.  It  has  prevailed 
over  the  wisest  and  most  constitutional  counsels ;  it  has 
precipitated  us  into  the  most  pernicious  of  all  wars — a  war 
with  our  brothers,  our  friends,  and  our  fellow-subjects.  It 
was  this  lurking  spirit  of  despotism  that  produced  the  Stamp 
Act  in  1765 ;  that  fettered  the  repeal  of  that  act  in  1766  ; 
that  revived  the  principles  of  it  in  1767  ;  that  has  accumu- 
lated oppression  upon  oppression  since,  till  at  length  it  lias 
openly  established,  by  the  Quebeck  Bill,  Popery  and  arbi- 
trary power  over  half  Aihenca. 

It  is  the  constant  endeavour,  my  Lords,  of  those  who 
lend  themselves  as  the  instruments  of  all  the  measures 
prompted  by  that  pernicious  spirit,  for  the  emoluments  it 
yields,  to  throw  upon  us  the  imputation  of  being  prompted 
to  opposition  solely  by  a  desire  of  the  same  emoluments. 
But,  my  Lords,  whatever  may  be  the  object  in  ordinary 
times,  the  present  are  big  with  dangers  that  absorb  every 
other  consideration.  The  inevitable  consequence  of  perse- 
vering in  these  measures  must  be  such  a  depreciation  of 
our  estates,  that  opulence  will  be  reduced  to  competence, 
and  that  to  indigence.  In  contemplation  of  this  adversity, 
I  feel  it  a  happiness  that  I  have  been  bred  a  soldier  ;  ac- 
customed to  the  moderation  of  that  life,  my  fall  from  opu- 
lence will  be  easy ;  such  may  it  be  with  the  rest  of  your 
Lordships  1  But  as  you  would  avoid  this,  and  still  greater 
calamities,  let  me  beseech  you  to  temper,  and  restrain  with 
your  wisdom,  the  violence  of  this  fatal  address. 

The  question  was  put.  Whether  the  words  proposed  as 
an  amendment  shall  be  inserted  in  the  said  motion  ? 

It  was  resolved  in  the  negative.  Contents  29 ;  Non- 
contents  69. 

Then  it  was  moved,  "  To  agree  to  the  said  motion  for  an 
Address  as  at  first  proposed." 

Which  being  objected  to ; 

The  question  was  put  thereupon. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  Contents  66,  and 
proxies  10 — in  all  76 ;  Non-contents  33  ;*  no  proxies. 

The  following  Protest  was  entered : 
"  Dissentient, 

"  1st.  Because  we  cannot,  as  Englishmen,  as  Christians, 
or  as  men  of  common  humanity,  consent  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  a  cruel  civil  war,  so  little  supported  by  justice,  and 
so  very  fatal  in  its  necessary  consequences,  as  that  which  is 
now  waging  against  our  brethren  and  fellow-subjects  in 
America.  We  have  beheld,  with  sorrow  and  indignation, 
session  after  session,  and  notwithstanding  repeated  warnings 
of  the  danger,  attempts  made  to  deprive  some  millions  of 
British  subjects  of  their  trade,  their  laws,  their  constitu- 
tion, their  mutual  intercourse,  and  of  the  very  food  which 
God  has  given  them  for  their  subsistence.  We  have  be- 
held endeavours  used  to  enforce  these  impolitick  severities 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  We  have,  on  the  other  hand, 
beheld  so  large  a  part  of  the  empire,  united  in  one  com- 
mon cause,  really  sacrificing,  with  cheerfulness,  their  fives 
and  fortunes,  and  preferring  all  the  horrors  of  a  war,  raging 
in  the  very  heart  of  their  country,  to  ignominious  ease.  We 
have  beheld  this  part  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  thus  irrita- 
ted by  resistance,  and  so  successful  in  it,  still  making  profes- 
sions (in  which  we  think  it  neither  wise  nor  decent  to  affect 
a  disbelief)  of  the  utmost  loyalty  to  his  Majesty  ;  and  un- 
wearied with  continued  repulses,  repeatedly  petitioning  for 
conciliation,  upon  such  terms  only  as  shall  be  consistent 

*  Lilt  of  the  Minority. 

Dukes.— Richmond,  Grafton,  Devonshire,  Portland,  Manchester. 

MABauis. — Rockingham. 

Earls.— Stamford,  Thanet,  Abingdon,  Scarborough,  Coventry,  Jer- 
sey, Cholmondelcy,  Tankerville,  Effingham,  Fitjwilliam,  RadHor. 

VisconsT. — Torrington. 

Lords.— Craven,  Sondes,  Boyle,  Monson,  King,  Chedworth,  Archer, 
Romney,  Ponsonby,  Lyttelton,  Wycombe,  Beaulieu,  Camden. 

BisuopB.— St.  Asaph,  Peterborough. 
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with  tlic  dignity  and  welfare  of  the  motlier  country.  When 
we  consider  tliese  things,  we  cannot  look  upon  our  fellow- 
subjects  ill  America  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  freemen 
driven  to  resistance  by  acts  of  oppression  and  violence. 
"  2dly.  Because  this  unnatural  war,  thus  commenced  in 
prossion,  and  in  the  most  erroneous  i)olicy,  must,  if  per- 


oppp 


severed  in,  he  finally  ruinous  in  its  effects.  The  commerce 
of  Great  Britain  with  America  was  great  and  increasing ; 
the  profits  immense  :  the  advantages,  as  a  nursery  of  sea- 
and  as  an  inexhaustible  magazine  of  naval  stores. 


men, 


infinite ;  and  the  continuance  of  that  commerce,  particu- 
larly in  times  of  war,  when  most  wanted  to  support  our 
fleets  and  revenues,  not  precarious  as  all  foreign  trade  must 
be,  but  depending  solely  on  ourselves.  These  valuable 
resources,  which  enable  us  to  face  the  united  efforts  of  the 
House  of  Bourbon,  are  actually  lost  to  Great  Britain,  and 
irretrievably  lost,  unless  redeemed  by  immediate  and  effec- 
tual pacification. 

"  3dly.  Because  Great  Britain,  deprived  of  so  valuable 
a  part  of  its  resources,  and  not  animated  either  with  mo- 
tives of  self-defence,  or  with  those  prospects  of  advantage 
and  glory  which  have  hitherto  supported  this  nation  in  all 
its  foreign  wars,  -may  possibly  find  itself  unable  to  supply 
the  means  of  carrying  on  a  civil  war,  at  such  a  vast  dis- 
tance, in  a  country  so  peculiarly  circumstanced,  and  under 
tlie  complicated  difficulties  which  necessarily  attend  it.  Still 
less  should  we  be  able  to  preserve  by  mere  force  that  vast 
continent,  and  that  growing  multitude  of  resolute  freemen 
who  inhabit  it,  even  if  that  or  any  other  country  was  worth 
governing  against  the  inclination  of  all  its  inhabitants.  But 
we  fear,  that  while  we  are  making  these  fruitless  efforts, 
refusing  to  give  credit  to  the  declarations  of  our  fellow-sub- 
jects, and  blindly  confiding  in  the  insidious  professions  of 
the  natural  enemies  of  this  countiy,  we  are  preparing  an 
easy  prey  for  those  who  prudently  sit  quiet,  beholding  Bri- 
tish forces,  which,  if  united,  might  be  in  a  condition,  from 
their  valour,  numbers,  and  discipline,  to  carry  terror  into  the 
very  heart  of  their  kingdoms,  destroying  each  other.  Every 
event,  which  ever  way  it  turns,  is  a  victorj'  to  them.  Our 
very  hospitals  furnish  them  with  daily  triumphs,  the  greater, 
as  they  are  certain,  without  any  risk  to  them  of  men  or 
money. 

"  4thly.  Because  we  conceive  the  calling  in  foreign  forces 
to  decide  domcstick  quarrels  to  be  a  measure  both  disgrace- 
ful and  dangerous ;  and  that  the  advice  which  Ministers 
have  dared  to  give  to  his  Majesty,  which  they  have  avow- 
ed and  carried  into  execution,  of  sending  to  the  garrisons  of 
Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon,  the  dominions  of  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain,  a  part  of  his  Electoral  troops,  without  any 
previous  consent,  recommendation,  or  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, is  unconstitutional ;  that  Hanoverian  troops  should, 
at  the  mere  pleasure  of  the  Ministers,  be  considered  as  a 
part  of  the  British  military  establishment,  and  take  a  rota- 
tion of  garrison  duties  through  these  dominions,  is,  in  prac- 
tice and  precedent,  of  the  highest  danger  to  the  safety  and 
liberties  of  this  kingdom,  and  tends  wholly  to  invalidate  the 
wise  and  salutary  declaration  of  the  grand  fundamental  law 
of  our  glorious  deliver  King  William,  which  has  bound  to- 
gether the  rights  of  the  subjects  and  the  succession  of  the 
Crown. 

"  5thly.  Because  the  Ministers  who  are  to  be  entrusted 
with  the  management  of  this  war,  have  proved  themselves 
unequal  to  the  task,  and  in  every  degree  unworthy  of  pub- 
lick  trust.  Parliament  has  given  them  every  assistance 
they  asked ;  no  unforeseen  accidents  have  stood  in  their 
way  ;  no  storms  have  disabled  or  delayed  their  operations  ; 
no  foreign  power  hath,  as  yet,  interfered ;  but  notwith- 
standing these  advantages,  by  their  ignorance,  negligence, 
and  want  of  conduct,  our  arms  have  been  disgraced;  up- 
wards of  ten  thousand  of  the  flower  of  our  army,  with  an 
immense  artillery,  under  four  Generals  of  reputation,  and 
backed  with  a  great  naval  force,  have  been  miserably  block- 
aded in  one  sea-port  town  ;  and  after  repeated  and  obstinate 
battles,  in  which  such  numbers  of  our  bravest  men  have 
fallen,  the  British  forces  have  not  been  able  to  penetrate 
one  mile  into  the  country  which  they  were  sent  to  subdue  ; 
important  fortresses  are  seized,  the  Governours  are  driven 
from  their  Provinces,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether,  at  this 
moment,  we  are  in  possession  of  a  single  town  in  all  North- 
America.  Whether  we  consider  its  extent  or  its  commerce, 
England  has  lost  half  its  empire  in  one  campaign.      Nor 


can  we  impute  the  misconduct  of  Ministers  to  mere  in- 
ability, nor  to  their  ignorance  of  the  state  of  America,  upon 
which  they  attempt  to  justify  themselves.  For  while  some 
members  of  Administration  confess  they  were  deceived  as  to 
the  strength  and  condition  of  the  Provinces,  we  have  from 
others  received  official  information,  that  the  insufficiency  of 
the  Navy  was  concealed  from  Parliament  and  part  of  Ad- 
ministration, from  a  fear  of  not  receiving  support  from  its 
members.  We  cannot,  therefore,  consent  to  an  Address, 
which  may  deceive  his  Majesty  and  the  publick  into  a  belief 
of  the  confidence  of  this  House  in  the  present  Ministers,  who 
have  deceived  Pariiament,  disgraced  the  nation,  lost  the 
Colonies,  and  involved  us  in  a  civil  war,  against  our  clearest 
interests,  and  upon  the  most  unjustifiable  grounds,  wantonly 
sj)illing  the  blood  of  thousands  of  our  fellow-subjects. 
"  Effinghasi,  Boyle, 

"  ChoLMONDELEY,      FlTZWILLIAM, 

"  Devonshire,  Ponsonby, 

"  Rockingham,  Craven, 

"  King,  Archer, 

"Chedworth,  Abingdon, 

"  Richmond,  Scarborough, 

"  Portland,  Thanet, 

"  torrington,  manchester." 
"  Stasfford, 

Then  the  Lords  following  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  prepare  an  Address,  pursuant  to  the  said  motion,  viz : 

Lord  President,  Duke  of  Marlborough,  Duke  of  Ancas- 
ter,  Duke  of  Chandos,  Duke  of  Bridgewater,  Lord  Steward, 
Lord  Chamberlain,  Earl  ofDenbigh,  Earl  oi Peterborough, 
Eari  of  Sandwich,  Eari  of  Essex,  Earl  of  Doncaster,  Earl 
of  Rochford,  Earl  of  Abercom,  Earl  of  Galloway,  Earl  of 
Loudoun,  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  Eari  of  Marchmont,  Eari  of 
Rosebery,  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  Earl  of  Pomfret,  Earl  of 
Bucks,  Eari  of  Hardicicke,  Earl  De  Lawarr,  Lord  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  Lord  Bishop  of  London,  Lord  Bishop 
of  Norwich,  Lord  Bishop  of  Landaff,  Lord  Bishop  of  Ches- 
ter, Lord  Bishop  of  Worcester,  Lord  Bishop  of  Rochester, 
Lord  Bishop  of  Bangor,  I^ord  Le  Despencer,  Lord  Wil- 
loughhy,  Bart.,  Lord  Willoughby,  Par.,  Lord  Paget,  Lord 
Cathcart,  Lord  Trevor,  Lord  Masham,  Lord  Edgcumbe, 
Lord  Sandys,  Lord  Bruce,  Lord  Hyde,  Lord  Mansfield, 
Lord  Scarsdale,  Lord  Boston,  I^ord  Pelham,  Viscount 
Townshend,  Viscount  Weymouth,  Viscount  Falmouth,  Vis- 
count Wentworth,  Viscount  Dudley,  and  Viscount  Ward. 

Their  Lordships,  or  any  five  of  them,  to  meet  immedi- 
ately in  the  Prince's  Lodgings,  near  the  House  of  Peers, 
and  to  adjourn  as  they  please. 

The  House  was  adjourned  during  pleasure,  and  the  Com- 
mittee withdrew  to  prepare  the  Address. 

After  some  time,  the  House  was  resumed;  and  the  Lord 
Viscount  Townshend  reported  from  the  Committee  an  Ad- 
dress, <|fcwn  by  them,  as  follows,  viz :     , 

"Most  vtracious  Sovereign : 

"  We,  your  IMajesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  in  Pariiament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  return  your  Majesty  our  humble  thanks  for  your 
most  gracious  speech  from  the  throne. 

'•'  With  the  utmost  abhorrence  and  indignation  we  see  the 
real  design  of  those  desperate  men,  who,  by  the  grossest 
misrepresentations,  have  deluded  and  precipitated  our  un- 
happy fellow-subjects  in  America  into  measures  no  less  sub- 
versive of  their  own  happiness  and  tme  interests,  than  dan- 
gerous to  the  prosperity  and  safety  of  Great  Britain.  The 
powers  they  have  assumed,  and  the  arbitrary  and  oppressive 
acts  which  they  have  done,  leave  no  doubt  of  their  traitorous 
purpose  to  induce  the  Colonies  to  shake  off  the  control  of 
the  supreme  Legislature,  and  to  bury  in  an  ungrateful  obli- 
vion the  remembrance  of  the  great  industry  with  which  they 
have  been  planted,  the  fostering  care  with  which  they  have 
been  nursed,  the  many  advantages  which  they  have  enjoyed, 
and  the  expense  of  blood  and  treasure  with  which  they  have 
been  protected  by  this  nation. 

"  We  cannot  avoid  expressing  our  concern  that  the  great 
tenderness  with  which  your  Majesty  has  proceeded,  and  the 
conciliatory  disjX)sition  which  appeared  in  the  last  session  of 
Pariiament,  instead  of  having  the  desired  effect  of  unde- 
ceiving the  misled,  and  establishing  a  confidence  in  the 
parent  State,  have  been  turned  to  the  advantage,  and  made 
mstrumental  to  the  purposes  of  this  dangerous  attempt ;  and 
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whilst  we  acknowledge  this  to  be  the  consequence  of  the 
(lilFerence  of  intention  which  j)revailecl  here  and  in  America, 
we  are  penetrated  with  a  just  sense  of  the  motives  which 
have  regulated  your  Majesty's  endeavours  to  prevent,  if  it 
had  been  possible,  the  effusion  of  the  blood  of  our  fellow- 
subjects,  and  the  calamities  which  are  inseparable  from  a 
state  of  war ;  but  since  the  rebellion  is  now  become  more 
general,  and  manifests  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  main- 
taining an  independent  empire,  we  cannot  but  applaud  your 
Majesty's  resolution  to  vindicate  the  rights,  the  interests,  and 
the  honour  of  this  kingdom,  by  a  speedy  and  most  decisive 
exertion  ;  and  for  this  purpose  we  think  it  our  indispensable 
duty  to  declare  that  we  will  support  your  Majesty  with  our 
lives  and  fortunes.  And  being  fully  persuaded  that,  in  the 
present  state  of  these  disorders,  the  inost  active  will,  in  its 
efects,  be  the  most  merciful  mode  of  proceeding,  we  hear 
with  pleasure  that  your  Majesty  has  increased  your  naval 
establishment,  and  also  greatly  augmented  your  land  forces. 
We  are  sensible  of  your  Majesty's  kind  consideration  in 
having  done  it  in  such  a  manner  as  may  be  the  least  bur- 
densome to  your  kingdoms ;  and  your  Majesty  may  be 
assured  that  we  shall  cheerfully  concur  in  whatever  may  be 
necessary  to  enable  your  Majesty  to  profit  of  the  friendly 
dispositions  of  foreign  powers. 

"  We  are  deeply  impressed  by  the  gracious  motives  which 
induced  your  Majesty  to  send  a  part  of  your  Electoral  troops 
to  the  garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon,  by  which 
assistance  this  country  will  be  enabled  to  employ  a  larger 
number  of  its  own  established  forces,  in  the  maintenance  of 
its  authority.  And  we  return  your  Majesty  our  sincerest 
thanks  for  having  so  providently  pointed  out  to  us  a  further 
resource  in  that  national  body  of  men,  so  constitutional  in 
their  nature  and  so  zealous  in  their  duty — the  Militia  of  this 
kingdom. 

"  We  cannot  sufficiently  admire  your  Majesty's  benevo- 
lent declaration,  that  when  the  wished-for  period  arrives, 
that  the  unhappy  and  deluded  multitude,  against  whom  this 
force  will  be  directed,  shall  become  sensible  of  their  error, 
your  Majesty  will  receive  the  misled  with  tenderness  and 
mercy.  And  we  are  fully  sensible  of  the  wise  and  compas- 
sionate sentiment  which  has  determined  your  Majesty  to 
delegate  authority  to  certain  persons  upon  the  spot,  to  grant 
general  or  particular  pardons  and  indemnities  in  such  man- 
ner and  to  such  persons  as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  to  receive 
the  submission  of  any  Province  or  Colony  which  shall  be 
disposed  to  return  to  its  allegiance ;  and  we  will  most 
readily  concur  in  granting  to  the  persons,  so  commissioned, 
such  further  powers  as  may  best  tend  to  promote  and  effec- 
tuate your  Majesty's  salutary  measures. 

"  Permit  us,  sir,  to  offer  our  grateful  acknowledgments  to 
your  Majesty  for  the  full  and  explicit  communication  which 
your  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  make  to  us,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  express  the  just  sense  we  entertain  of  the 
numerous  blessings  we  enjoy,  flowing  from  the  source  of 
never-ceasing  attention  with  which  your  Majesty  is  occu- 
pied, for  the  safety  and  happiness  of  all  your  people.  And 
we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  participate  in 
the  same  desire  which  animates  your  royal  breast,  and  feel 
no  other  wish  than  to  re-establish  order  and  tranquillity 
through  the  several  parts  of  your  dominions,  upon  the  basis 
of  a  close  connection  with,  and  constitutional  dependance 
upon.  Great  Britain." 

Which  Address,  being  read  by  the  Clerk,  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty by  the  whole  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Lords  with  White  Staves  do  wait  on 
his  Majesty,  humbly  to  know  what  time  his  Majesty  will 
please  to  appoint  to  be  attended  therewith. 

Monday,  October  30,  1775. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  reported  :  That  the  House  did,  on 
Thursday  last,  present  their  Address  to  his  Majesty,  to 
which  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  return  the  following  most 
gracious  Answer,  viz: 

"  My  Lords  :  I  receive  with  the  most  sensible  satisfac- 
tion this  Address,  so  fully  expressive  of  your  duty  and  loy- 
alty to  me.  Nothing  can  be  more  acceptable  than  the 
assurances  you  give  of  your  utmost  support  to  enable  me  to 
re-establish  order  and  tranquillity  throughout  all  my  domi- 
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nions ;  and  I  shall  most  heartily  concur  with  any  measures 
that  may  tend  to  so  salutary  a  purpose." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Address,  together  with  his  Ma- 
jesty's most  gracious  Answer  thereto,  be  forthwith  printed 
and  published. 


HOUSE  OF  COMIMONS. 

Thursday,  October  26,  1775. 

A  Message  from  his  Majesty,  by  Sir  Francis  Molyneux, 
Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  : 

Mr.  SpKAKEii:  The  King  commands  this  honourable 
House  to  attend  his  Majesty,  immediately,  in  the  House  of 
Peers. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  House,  went  up  to 
attend  his  Majesty. 

And  being  returned, 

Mr.  Speaker  reported.  That  the  House  had  attended  his 
Majesty  in  the  House  of  Peers ;  where  his  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  make  a  most  gracious  speech  from  the  throne 
to  both  Houses  of  Parliament ;  of  which,  Mr.  Speaker 
said,  he  had,  to  prevent  mistakes,  obtained  a  copy  ;  which 
he  read  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Acland  said  :  Sir,  when  1  consider  the  importance  of 
the  subject  brought  under  our  consideration  by  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  that  on  our  firmness  or  indecision  the  future 
fate  of  the  British  empire,  and  of  ages  yet  unborn,  will  de- 
pend ;  when  I  behold  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  fixed  on  the 
temper  and  first  proceedings  of  this  assembly,  I  cannot  rise 
without  feeling  the  inferiority  of  my  own  abilities,  and 
dreading  to  sink  under  a  burden  I  find  myself  almost  un- 
equal to  bear;  but  if  the  kind  indulgence  of  this  House  will 
support  me,  I  will  beg  its  attention  but  for  a  few  moments, 
and  then  conclude  with  moving  a  dutiful  Address  to  the 
King.  _  ■ 

Reflecting,  sir,  on  the  present  situation  of  America,  so 
greatly  altered  since  our  last  meeting ;  when  I  see  her  rising, 
from  her  subordinate  relation  to  this  country,  to  the  undis- 
guised assertion  of  independence  and  empire ;  when  I  at-  • 
tempt  to  deduce  the  consequences  that  will  thence  flow,  not 
obly  to  this  country  but  to  all  Europe,  I  confess  I  stand 
amazed  at  the  extent  of  the  object.  But,  sir,  however 
awful  the  situation  of  publick  affairs  may  be,  I  hold  it  to  be 
the  first  duty  of  a  great  national  assembly,  deliberating  on  a 
great  national  concern,  not  to  despair  of  the  republick ;  for 
whoever,  sir,  attentively  examines  the  spirit  of  opposition 
that  has  been  so  long  fomenting  in  America,  whoever  traces 
its  course  from  its  origin  to  its  present  enormous  height, 
through  all  the  various  appearances  under  which  artifice, 
passion  and  interest  have  alternately  disguised  it,  must  ad- 
mit, as  I  do,  that  the  reducing  America  to  a  just  obedience 
to  this  country  is  not  without  its  difficulties;  but  he  will 
conclude  with  me,  too,  that  where  the  interests  of  a  great 
people  are  concerned,  difficulties  must  be  overcome,  not 
yielded  to.  Nor  are  the  difficulties  superior  to  the  strength 
of  the  nation  that  has  to  encounter  them.  Recollect  the 
strength,  the  resources,  and,  above  all,  the  spirit  of  the  Bri- 
tish nation,  which,  when  roused,  knows  no  opposition ;  let 
me  remind  you  of  those  extensive  and  successful  wars  tliat 
this  country  has  carried  on  before  the  continent  of  America 
was  known  ;  let  me  turn  your  attention  to  that  period  when 
you  defended  this  very  people  from  the  attacks  of  the  most 
powerful  and  valiant  nation  in  Europe,  when  your  armies 
gave  law,  and  your  fleets  rode  triumphant  on  every  coast. 
Shall  we  be  told,  then,  that  this  people,  whose  greatness  is 
the  work  of  our  hands,  and  whose  insolence  arises  from  our 
divisions ;  who  have  mistaken  the  lenity  of  this  country  for 
its  weakness,  and  the  reluctance  to  punish,  for  a  want  of 
power  to  vindicate  the  violated  rights  of  British  subjects ; 
shall  we  be  told  that  such  a  people  can  resist  the  powerful 
efforts  of  this  nation  ? 

The  steps  hitherto  taken  by  Parliament  have  been  marked 
by  forbearance  and  moderation;  for  though  it  was  well 
known  that  ])arts  of  America  had  been  labouring  to  throw 
off  the  authority  of  this  country,  yet  so  unwilling  was  Par- 
liament to  exert  its  arms,  that  during  the  last  session  it  con- 
tinued to  proceed  by  the  coercion  of  civil  jxjwer,  trusting 
that  the  infatuation  of  the  Americans  would  at  last  cease, 
and  the  sword  might  remain  peaceful  within  its  scabbard : 
but  the  Amcricam  reasoned  differently ;  they  took  advan- 
tao^e  of  our  inclination  to  peace  to  prepare  themselves  for 
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war ;  and  though  il  wa?  contended  at  our  last  meeting  that 
^ciL-England  was  not  then  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  it  can- 
not now  be  contended  that  America  is  not  in  a  state  of  war. 
From  the  very  beginning  of  this  quaiTcl  the  point  ui  dispute 
between  us  has  been  perpetually  fluctuating  ;  and  whatever 
the  ori'dnal  contest  might  be,  it  is  now  lost  in  a  contest  for 
independence  and  empire.  That  the  Americans  have  been 
long  contending  for  independence,  I  believe  I  am  not  the 
only  gentleman  in  the  House  who  is  firmly  persuaded ;  but 
now  diey  hold  a  higher  tone ;  presuming  on  a  supposed 
invincibility  of  strength,  they  speak  a  clearer  language.   . 

The  Congress,  in  their  observations  on  the  conciliatory 
plan  offeredljv  Parliament  last  year,  triumphantly  demand, 
•'  What  right  Britain  has  to  interfere  with  her  Government, 
since  she  does  not  interfere  with  that  of  Britain?"  Is  not 
this  the  language  of  an  independent  State  ?  It  is  a  language 
that  might  well  become  France  or  Spain,  but  which  cannot 
be  reconciled  to  any  idea  of  obedience  from  a  Colony  to  a 
mother  country.  In  the  private  intercepted  correspondence 
of  their  leaders,  we  find  them  boasting  "  of  their  labours  in 
modelling  a  new  government ;  raising,  clothing  and  subsist- 
ing a  large  army,  creating  a  marine,  and  founding  an  exten- 
sive empire."  'But  their  actions  still  more  loudly  declare 
their  intentions  than  their  professions :  they  have  raised  an 
army,  they  are  creating  a  marine,  and  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, under  the  assumed  power  of  its  own  self-created 
assembly,  liave  issued  bills  on  Continental  credit ;  they  have 
made  war,  too,  in  all  its  forms,  on  the  people  of  whom  they 
would  wish  to  be  independent. 

The  question  is  now,  therefore,  reduced  into  a  very  short 
compass :  Do  gentlemen  choose  to  acquiesce  in  the  indepen- 
dence of  America,  or  to  enforce  their  submission  to  this 
country  by  vigorous  measures  ?  We  shall  be  told,  perhaps, 
not  only  of  the  difficulties  of  such  au  enterprise,  but  of  the 
few  advantages  we  can  draw  from  a  country  reduced  by  the 
calamities  of  war :  but  this  argument  has  little  weight  with 
any  one  who  considers  that  the  same  force  which  is  sufficient 
to  subdue  the  disobedient  spirit  o(  America  is  also  sufficient, 
and  will  be  exerted,  to  repair  her  losses  and  alleviate  her 
calamities.  How  soon  were  the  mischiefs  of  the  last  war 
repaired !  How  soon  was  commerce  restored,  and  industiy 
reanimated  in  all  parts  of  the  worid  !  But,  admitting  this 
argunfent  in  its  full  force ;  admitting  that  America  is  regained, 
weakened  and  exhausted  by  the  unnatural  struggle :  com- 
pare this  situation  with  that  of  American  independence ; 
compare  it  with  the  perpetual  loss  of  those  exclusive  ad- 
vantages you  have  hitherto  enjoyed  in  her  trade ;  consider, 
too,  that  the  moment  America  is  independent,  she  becomes 
the  arbiter  of  your  West-Indian  trade,  and  a  dangerous  rival 
in  many  of  the  other  branches  of  British  commerce ;  from 
that  moment,  the  North-American  merchant  becomes  the 
rival  of  the  British  merchant  in  every  part  of  Europe,  Asia, 
and  Africa,  whilst  the  European,  Asiatick,  and  African  mer- 
chant will  be  received  as  favourably  as  the  British  through 
the  whole  American  continent :  and  I  must  maintain,  that 
it  would  have  been  better  for  this  country  that  America  had 
never  been  known,  than  that  a  great  consolidated  American 
empire  should  exist  independent  oi  Britain. 

Would  gentlemen,  not  mutually  reproaching  each  other 
for  what  has  or  has  not  been  done,  without  passion  and 
without  prejudice,  consider  what  the  exigency  of  affairs  re- 
quires now  to  be  done,  they  will  perceive,  whatever  its 
origin  might  be,  to  such  a  height  is  this  dispute  now  run, 
that  no  measures  can  be  proposed  that  the  Americans,  confi- 
dent in  their  own  strength,  would  now  accept,  that  would 
not  terminate  in  real  though  perhaps  not  in  nominal  inde- 
pendence ;  as,  therefore,  there  is  now  no  medium  left  be- 
tween their  submission  and  their  independence,  those  who 
think  it  for  the  advantage  of  this  country  that  America 
should  be  reduced  to  a  due  submission  to  its  Legislature, 
will,  of  course,  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  executive  power 
for  that  consthutional  purpose;  those,  if  there  are  any  such, 
■who  wish  to  see  America  independent,  may  live  to  lament 
the  consequences  of  their  misjudged  partiality  to  that  coun- 
try, fatal  to  the  interests  of  this,  which  ought  to  be,  and 
I  trust  will  be,  the  first  and  dearest  object  to  the  representa- 
tives of  British  freeholders. 

The  honourable  gentleman  then  moved,  "  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  INIajesty,  to  return  his  Majesty 
tlie  thanks  of  this  House  for  his  most  gracious  Speech  from 
the  Throne. 


"  To  assure  his  Majesty  that  we  have  long  lamented  the 
condition  of  our  unhappy  fellow-subjects  in  America.  Se- 
duced from  their  allegiance  by  the  grossest  misrepresenta- 
tions, and  the  most  wicked  and  insidious  pretences,  they  have 
been  made  the,  instrinnents  of  the  ambition  and  traitorous 
designs  of  those  dangerous  men  who  have  led  them,  step 
by  step,  to  the  standard  of  rebellion ;  and  who  have  now 
assumed  the  powers  of  sovereign  authority,  which  they  exer- 
cise in  the  most  despotick  and  arbitrary  manner,  over  the 
persons  and  properties  of  this  deluded  people. 

"  To  declare  that  his  Majesty's  faithful  Commons  took  a 
sincere  part  in  his  Majesty's  benevolent  and  paternal  desire 
rather  to  reclaim  than  to  subdue  the  most  refractory  of  his 
Colonies  ;  and  that,  excited  by  his  Majesty's  great  example, 
we  were  anxious  to  prevent,  if  it  had  been  possible,  the 
effusion  of  the  blood  of  our  fellow-subjects,  and  the  calamities 
which  are  inseparable  from  a  state  of  war ;  we  still  hoped 
that  his  Majesty's  people  in  America  would  have  discerned 
the  traitorous  views  of  their  leaders  ;  would  have  considered 
how  ruinous  even  their  success  must  be  to  themselves,  and 
been  convinced  that  constitutional  subjection  to  Great  Bri- 
tain is  the  freest  and  happiest  condition  of  any  civil  society 
in  the  known  world.  But  we  now  see  with  indignation  that 
no  other  use  has  been  made  of  the  moderation  and  forbear- 
ance of  his  Majesty  and  his  Pariiarnent  but  to  strengthen 
the  preparations  of  this  desperate  conspiracy;  and  that  the 
rebellious  war  now  levied  is  become  more  general,  and  mani- 
festly carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  indepen- 
dent empire. 

"  To  assure  his  Majesty  that  we  entirely  concur  with  his 
Majesty  in  thinking  it  is  now  become  the  part  of  wisdom 
and  (in  its  effects)  of  clemency,  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  these 
disorders,  by  the  most  decisive  exertions  ;  and  that  we  learn 
with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  that,  for  this  purj)ose,  his 
Majesty  has  increased  his  naval  establishment  and  greatly 
augmented  his  land  forces,  in  such  a  manner  as  may  be  the 
least  burdensome  to  his  kingdoms ;  and  that  we  will  cheer- 
fully and  effectually  enable  his  Majesty,  when  the  occasion 
shall  require  it,  to  avail  himself  of  the  friendly  offers  which 
his  Majesty  has  received  of  foreign  assistance;  that  we 
thankfully  acknowledge  the  gracious  considerations  which 
induced  his  Majesty  to  send  a  part  of  his  Electoral  troops 
to  the  garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon,  in  order  that 
a  larger  number  of  the  established  forces  of  this  kingdom 
mii^ht  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  its  authority  ;  and 
that  we  are  bound  in  duty  to  return  his  Majesty  our  parti- 
cular thanks  for  pointing  out  to  us,  from  the  throne,  the 
constitutional  resources  of  our  well- modelled  and  well-regu- 
lated national  Militia,  which,  upon  eveiy  great  emergency, 
cannot  fail  of  affording  security  to  his  Majesty's  realms,  and 
of  giving,  at  the  same  time,  extent  and  activity  to  his  mili- 
tary operations. 

"  To  assure  his  Majesty  that  we  hear  with  the  highest 
satisfaction  and  gratitude  the  affectionate  declaration  of  the 
father  of  his  people,  that  when  the  unhappy  and  deluded 
multitude,  against  whom  this  force  will  be  directed,  shall 
become  sensible  of  their  error,  his  Majesty  will  be  ready 
to  receive  the  misled  with  tenderness  and  mercy ;  and 
that  his  Majesty's  gracious  communication  of  his  intention 
to  give  authority  to  certain  persons  on  the  spot  to  grant 
general  and  particular  pardons  and  indemnities,  in  such 
manner  and  to  such  persons  as  they  shall  think  fit ;  and  to 
receive  the  submission  of  any  Province  or  Colony  which 
may  be  disposed  to  return  to  its  allegiance,  demands  our 
warmest  acknowledgments ;  and  that  we  shall  be  ready  to 
give  our  concurrence  to  such  measures  as  may  best  con- 
tribute to  cany  his  Majesty's  wise  and  humane  intention 
into  execution. 

"To  declare  that  every  motive  and  every  interest  that  can 
animate  the  hearts  of  loyal  subjects,  call  upon  his  faithful 
Commons  to  grant  his  Majesty  such  support  as  the  circum- 
stances and  exigency  of  affairs  may  require  ;  and  being  fully 
convinced  that  the  security  of  every  benefit  and  advantage 
derived  to  the  commerce,  manufactures,  and  the  navigation 
of  his  Majesty's  kingdoms,  from  the  American  Colonies, 
must  ever  depend  on  their  being  held  in  that  due  subordi- 
nation to  the  Legislature  of  Great  Britain  in  which  the 
Constitution  has  placed  them  ;  we  would  be  wanting  in  the 
duty  which  we  owe  to  our  Constitution,  ourselves,  and  our 
posterity,  if  we  did  not  engage,  with  our  hves  and  our  for- 
tunes, to  support  this  great  and  important  cause,  in  which 
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the  lights  of  his  Majesty's  crown  and  the  interests  of  liis 
people  ai'e  so  essentially  concerned  ;  and  we  iiope  and  trust 
that  we  shall,  hy  the  blessing  of  God,  put  such  strength  and 
force  into  his  ftlajesty's  hands  as  may  soon  defeat  and  sup- 
press tins  rebellion,  and  enable  his  Majesty  to  accomplish 
his  gracious  wish,  of  re-establishing  order,  tranquillity,  and 
l)ap|)iness,  through  all  the  parts  of  his  united  empire." 

Governour  Lyttelton  seconded  the  motion.  He  expa- 
tiated on  the  necessity  of  strengthening  the  liands  of  Go- 
vernment, if  coercive  measures  were  intended  to  be  pursued. 
He  compared  America  to  a  chain,  the  upper  part  of  which 
was  strong,  and  the  lower  weak ;  he  explained  this  by  say- 
ing, the  Northern  Colonies,  or  upper  part  of  the  chain,  were 
strong,  populous,  and  of  course  able  to  make  resistance  ;  the 
Southern  Colonies,  or  lower  part,  were  weak,  on  account  of 
the  number  of  negroes  in  them.  He  intimated,  if  a  few 
regiments  were  sent  there  the  negroes  would  rise,  and  im- 
brue their  liands  in  the  blood  of  their  masters.  He  was 
against  any  conciliatory  ofiers  being  made ;  said  that  this 
was  the  most  proper  time  to  speak  out ;  and  thought,  at  all 
events,  the  honour  of  the  nation  required  coercive  measures; 
that  the  Colonies  ought  to  be  conquered,  and  then  to  have 
mercy  shown  them ;  concluding  from  Virgil,  with  "jjarcere 
subjectis  et  debellare  sitperbos." 

Lx)rd  John  Cavendish  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  leave 
out  from  the  words  "To  assure  his  Majesty  that,"  to  the  end 
of  the  question,  in  order  to  insert  these  words :  "  We  behold 
with  thb  utmost  concern  the  disorders  in  the  British  Colonies 
rather  increased  than  diminished  by  the  means  which  have 
been  used  to  suppress  and  allay  them ;  a  circumstance  alone 
sufficient  to  give  his  faithful  Commons  just  reason  to  fear 
that  those  means  were  not  originally  well  considered  or 
properly  adapted  to  answer  the  ends  to  which  they  were 
directed. 

"  We  are  satisfied,  by  experience,  that  this  misfortune 
has,  in  a  great  measure,  arisen  from  the  want  of  full  and 
proper  information  being  laid  before  Parliament,  of  the  true 
state  and  condition  of  the  Colonies,  by  reason  of  which 
measures  have  been  carried  into  execution  injudicious  and 
inefficacious,  from  which  no  salutary  end  was  reasonably  to 
be  expected,  and  which  necessarily  tended  to  tarnish  the 
histre  of  the  British  arins,  to  bring  discredit  on  the  wisdom 
of  his  Majesty's  councils,  and  to  nourish,  without  hope  of 
end,  a  most  dangerous  civil  war. 

"  Deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  this  melancholy  state 
of  the  publick  concerns,  we  shall,  on  the  fullest  information 
we  can  obtain,  and  with  the  most  mature  deliberation  we 
can  employ,  review  the  whole  of  the  late  proceedings,  that 
we  may  be  enabled  to.discover,  as  we  shall  be  most  willing 
to  apply,  the  most  effectual  means  for  restoring  order  to  the 
distracted  affairs  of  the  British  empire,  confidence  to  his 
Majesty's  Government,  obedience,  by  a  temperate  and  pru- 
dent use  of  its  powers,  to  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and 
satisfaction  and  happiness  to  all  his  people. 

"  By  these  means  we  trust  we  may  avoid  any  occasion  for 
having  recourse  to  the  alarming  and  dangerous  expedient  of 
calling  in  foreign  forces  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's 
authority  within  his  own  dominions,  and  the  dreadful  cala- 
mity of  shedding  British  blood  by  British  hands." 

Sir  James  Lowther  seconded  this  motion.  He  strongly 
urged  the  great  impropriety  and  danger  of  vesting  the  im- 
portant fortresses  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  in  the  hands  of 
foreigners.  He  condemned  the  Address  throughout ;  at- 
tacked die  whole  system  of  Colony  government,  and  the 
measures  arising  from  it ;  and,  with  peculiar  energy,  urged 
the  interest  he  had  in  the  event  of  those  measures,  the  stake 
he  had  to  lose,  and  the  motives  which  might  consequently 
be  supposed  to  influence  his  conduct. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  Mr.  Wilkes,  said :  Sir,  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  who  seconded  the  motion 
for  an  Address  to  his  Majesty,  that  every  man  ought  now 
to  speak  out ;  and  in  a  moment  so  important  as  the  present 
to  the  whole  empire,  I  think  it  ill  becomes  the  dignity  and 
duty  of  Parliament  to  lose  itself  in  such  a  fulsome,  adulatory 
address  to  the  Throne  as  that  now  proposed.  We  ought 
rather,  sir,  to  approach  our  Sovereign  with  sound  and  whole- 
some advice,  and  even  with  remonstrances  against  the  con- 
duct of  his  Ministers,  who  have  precipitated  the  nation  into 
an  unjust,  ruinous,  felonious,  and  murderous  war.  I  call 
the  war  with  our  brethren  in  America  an  unjust,  felonious 
war,  because  the  primary  cause  and  confessed  origin  of  it  is, 


to  attempt  to  take  their  money  from  them  without  their 
consent,  contrary  to  the  comincn  rights  of  all  mankind,  and 
those  great  fundamental  principles  of  the  English  Constitu- 
tion for  which  Hampden  bled.  I  assert,  sir,  that  it  is  in 
consequence  a  murderous  war,  because  it  is  an  efibrt  to 
deprive  men  of  their  lives  for  standing  up  in  the  just  cause 
of  the  defence  of  their  property  and  their  clear  rights.  It 
becomes  no  less  a  murderous  war,  with  respect  to  many  of 
our  fellow-subjects  of  this  island ;  for  every  man,  either  of 
the  navy  or  army,  who  has  been  sent  by  Government  to 
America,  and  fallen  a  victim  in  this  unnatural  and  unjust 
contest,  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  murdered  by  Administra- 
tion, and  his  blood  lies  at  their  door.  Such  a  war,  I  fear,  sir, 
will  draw  down  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  upon  this  devoterl 
kingdom. 

1  think  this  war,  sir,  fatal  and  minous  to  our  country.  It 
absolutely  annihilates  the  only  great  source  of  our  wealtli, 
which  we  enjoyed  unrivalled  by  other  nations,  and  deprives 
us  of  the  fruits  of  the  laborious  industry  of  near  three  mil- 
lions of  subjects,  which  centred  here.  That  commerce 
has  already  taken  its  flight,  and  our  American  merchants 
are  now  deploring  the  consequences  of  a  wretched  policy, 
which  has  been  pursued  to  their  destruction.  It  is,  sir,  no 
less  ruinous  with  regard  to  the  enormous  expense  of  the 
fleets  and  armies  necessary  for  this  nefarious  undertaking, 
and  of  consequence  the  enormous  supplies  to  be  raised;  so 
that  we  are  wasting  our  present  wealth,  while  we  are  de- 
stroying the  sources  of  all  we  might  have  in  future.  A 
humane  mind  must  contemplate  with  agony  the  dreadful 
calamities  and  convulsions  which  are  the  consequence  of 
every  civil  war,  and  especially  a  civil  war  of  this  magnitude 
and  extent. 

I  speak,  sir,  as  a  firm  friend  to  England  and  America. 
but  still  more  to  univereal  liberty  and  the  rights  of  all  man- 
kind. I  trust  no  part  of  the  subjects  of  this  vast  empire 
will  ever  submit  to  be  slaves.  I  am  sure  the  Americans  are 
too  high-spirited  to  brook  the  idea.  Your  whole  power, 
and  that  of  your  allies,  if  you  had  any,  and  of  all  the  Ger- 
man troops,  of  all  the  ruffians  from  the  North,  whom  you 
can  hire,  cannot  effect  so  wicked  a  purpose.  The  conduct 
of  the  present  Administration  has  already  wrested  the  scep- 
tre o{  America  out  of  the  hands  of  our  Sovereign,  and  he 
has  now  scarcely  even  a  postmaster  left  in  that  whole  North- 
ern continent.  More  than  half  the  empire  is  already  lost, 
and  almost  all  the  rest  in  confusion  and  anarchy.  The 
Ministry  have  brought  our  Sovereign  into  a  more  disgrace- 
ful situation  than  any  crowned  head  now  living.  He  alone 
has  already  lost,  by  their  fatal  counsels,  more  territory  than 
the  three  great  united  powers  o(  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prus- 
sia, have  together,  by  a  wicked  confederacy,  robbed  Poland 
of,  and  by  equal  acts  of  violence  and  injustice  from  Admi- 
nistration. 

England  was  never  engaged  in  a  contest  of  such  impor- 
tance to  our  most  valuable  concerns  and  possessions.  We 
are  fighting  for  the  subjection,  the  unconditional  submission, 
of  a  country  infinitely  more  extended  that  our  own,  of  which 
every  day  increases  the  wealth,  the  natural  strength,  the 
population.  Should  we  not  succeed,  it  will  be  a  loss  never, 
enough  to  be  deplored,  a  bosom  friendship  soured  to  hate 
and  resentment.  We  shall  be  considered  as  their  most  im- 
placable enemies,  an  eternal  separation  will  follow,  and  the 
grandeur  of  the  British  empire  pass  away.  Success,  final 
success,  seems  to  me  not  equivocal,  not  uncertain,  but  im- 
possible. However  we  may  differ  among  ourselves,  they 
are  perfectly  united.  On  this  side  the  Atlantick  party  rage 
unhappily  divides  us,  but  one  soul  animates  the  vast  North- 
ern continent  of  America,  the  General  Congress,  and 
each  Provincial  Assembly.  An  appeal  has  been  made  to 
the  sword  ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  last  campaign  what  have 
we  conquered  ?  Bunker  s  Hill  only,  and  w  itii  the  loss  of 
twelve  hundred  men.  Are  we  to  pay  as  deariy  for  the  rest  of 
America  1  The  idea  of  the  conquest  of  that  immense  con- 
tinent is  as  romantic  as  unjust. 

The  honourable  gentleman  w  ho  moved  the  Address,  says, 
"  the  Americans  have  been  treated  with  lenity."  VVill 
facts  justify  the  assertion  ?  Was  your  Boston  Port  Bill  a 
measure  of  lenity  ?  Was  your  Fishery  Bill  a  measure  of 
lenity  ?  Was  your  bill  for  taking  away  the  Charter  of  the 
Massachusetts-Bay  a  measure  of  lenity,  or  even  justice  ?  I 
omit  your  many  other  gross  provocations  and  insults,  by 
which  the  brave  Americans  have  been  driven  into  their  pre- 
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sent  state.  He  asserts  that  they  a\'OW  a  disposition  to  be 
independent.  On  the  contrary,  sir,  all  the  declarations, 
both  of  the  late  and  the  present  Congress,  uniloniily  tend 
to  this  one  object,  of  being  put  on  the  same  footing  the 
Americans  were  in  the  year  1763.  This  has  been  their 
only  demand,  from  which  they  have  never  varied.  Their 
daily  pravers  and  petitions  are  for  liberty,  peace,  and  safety. 
1  use  the  wonls  of  the  Congress  of  the  last  year.  They 
justly  expect  to  be  put  on  an  etjnal  footing  with  the  other 
"subjects  of  tiie  empire,  and  are  willing  to  come  into  any 
fair  agreement  with  you  in  commercial  concerns.  II  you 
confine  all  our  trade  to  yourselves,  say  they;  if  you  make  a 
monopoly  of  our  commerce  ;  if  you  shut  all  the  other  ports 
of  the  world  against  us,  do  not  tax  us  likewise.  If  you  tax 
us,  tiien  give  us  a  free  trade,  such  as  you  enjoy  yourselves. 
I^'t  us  have  equal  advantages  of  commerce,  all  other  ports 
open  to  us;  then  we  can,  and  will,  cheerfully,  voluntarily 
pay  taxes.  You  will  have  a  free-will  offering  given  with 
pleasure,  not  grudgingly. 

It  must  give,  sir,  every  man  who  loves  this  country,  the 
deepest  concern  at  the  naming  in  the  Address  foreign  troops — 
Hanoverians  and  Hessians — who  are  now  called  to  interfere 
in  our  domestick  quarrels,  not  to  dwell  this  day  on  the  ille- 
gality of  the  measure,  the  danger  and  disgrace  attending 
foreign  mercenaries.  The  Militia,  indeed,  are,  we  are  told, 
to  be  now  employed,  and  that  noble  institution  is  at  present 
complimented  by  Ministers ;  but  we  know  they  hate  the  very 
name  of  a  Militia,  and  that  measure  is  adopted  only  because 
the  imbodying  of  these  forces  enables  Administration  to 
butcher  more  of  our  fellow-subjects  in  America. 

Sir,  I  disapprove  not  only  the  evil  spiiit  of  the  whole 
Address,  but  likewise  the  wretched  adulation  of  almost  every 
part  of  it.  My  wish  and  hope  therefore  is,  that  it  will  be 
rejected  by  the  House,  and  that  another  dutiful,  yet  decent, 
manly  Address,  will  be  presented  to  the  King,  praying  his 
Majesty  that  he  would  sheath  the  sword,  prevent  the  further 
effusion  of  the  blood  of  our  fellow-subjects,  adopt  some  mode 
of  negotiation  with  the  General  Congress,  in  compliance 
with  their  repeated  petitions,  and  thereby  restore  peace  and 
hannony  to  this  distracted  empire. 

Sir  Adam  Ferguson  said,  that  if  experience  did  not  show 
that  scarce  any  question  ever  came  before  that  House  with- 
out some  variety  of  opinion,  he  would  have  flattered  him- 
self that,  however  much  they  had  hitherto  differed,  they 
should  now,  at  least,  have  come  together  with  some  degree 
of  unanimity.  That  gentlemen  should  differ  about  some 
particular  points  of  Colony  government,  as,  for  example, 
how  far  it  was  expedient  or  inexpedient  to  tax  America, 
considering  how  much  that  question  was  involved  in  diffi- 
culty, and  how  much  could  be  plausibly  said  on  the  one 
side  or  the  other,  was  not  much  to  be  wondered  at ;  but  it 
was  matter  of  no  small  surprise  to  him,  that  they  were  still 
likely  to  differ  in  opinion,  when  the  question  was  no  longer 
confined  to  taxation,  or  to  any  particular  exercise  of  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain,  but  extended  to  the  very  being 
of  the  sovereignty  itself,  and  to  those  rights  of  which  this 
kingdom  had  been  in  possession  ever  since  the  existence  of 
.the  Colonies.  The  honourable  Magistrate  (the  late  Lord 
Mayor,  Mr.  Wilkes)  who  spoke  last  had  said,  that  the  Con- 
gress had  declared  they  did  not  aim  at  independence.  They 
certainly  had  done  so  in  general  terms.  But  how  did  their 
particular  claims  correspond  to  this  general  assertion  ?  He 
was  afraid,  if  these  were  examined,  it  would  appear  that 
jlie  pretensions  of  the  Congress  went  the  length  of  a  total 
exemption  from  the  power  and  authority  of  Parliament. 

They  had  declared,  in  the  most  express  terms,  that  Par- 
liantent  had  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  their  provisions  for 
the  support  of  civil  government,  or  the  administration  of 
justice.  Their  language  was,  that  while  Parliament  pur- 
sued hs  plan  of  civil  government  within  its  own  jurisdic- 
tion, they  insisted  upon  pursuing  theirs  without  molestation, 
Clainly  claiming  an  authority,  in  each  of  the  Colony  Assem- 
lies,  exclusive  of  that  of  Parliament.  An  exclusive  right 
of  legislation,  in  all  matters  of  internal  policy,  had  been,  in 
the  most  express  terms,  asserted  by  them  ;  and  not  only  the 
late  acts  of  Parliament  more  particularly  complained  of,  but 
every  other  which  touched  upon  the  internal  polity  of  the 
Colonies,  had  been  treated  by  them  as  unjust  encroach- 
ments of  Parliament  upon  the  rights  of  a  Legislature  as  in- 
dependent as  itself. 

In  military  matters,  their  pretensions  were  equally  extra- 


vagant. They  expressly  denied  that  Great  Britain  had  a 
right  to  keep  a  single  soldier  in  the  whole  extensive  conti- 
nent o(  America,  without  the  consent  of  the  IjCgislature  of 
that  Colony  where  tlie  troops  were  kept.  With  regard  to 
revenue,  had  not  a  declaration  been  made,  in  words  intelli- 
gible to  all  mankind,  that  America  never  would  be  taxed  by 
Parliament,  unless  they  refused  to  contiibuto  their  propor- 
tion to  the  common  expenses  of  the  State?  They  even 
knew  that  any  reasonable  sum  would  be  accepted  of;  but 
they  would  not  gratify  this  country  so  fiir  as  to  say  that  they 
woiild  contribute  a  single  shilling.  The  only  particular  in 
which  they  seemed  inclined  to  admit  the  authority  of  Par- 
liament, was  in  what  related  to  the  regulation  of  their  trade. 
Even  with  regard  to  that,  they  expressed  themselves  with  a 
sufficient  degree  of  caution ;  but  in  everything  else  they 
asserted  an  absolute  independence  on  Pariiament. 

In  what  manner  things  had  been  brought  to  that  unhappy 
dilemma,  did  not  seem  the  proper  object  of  their  present 
inquiry.  There  might  be  time  enough  for  that  inquiry  after- 
wards. The  present  object  was  to  remedy  the  evil.  Were 
he  to  give  his  opinion  upon  that  subject,  he  should  be  apt 
to  say  that  the  fault  did  not  so  much  lie  in  this  or  that  par- 
ticular set  of  measures,  as  in  that  variable  and  fluctuating 
conduct,  which  cannot  be  altogether  avoided  in  a  Govern- 
ment such  as  ours,  and  w  hich  had  remarkably  prevailed  with 
regard  to  America.  He  should  be  apt  to  say,  that  no  Minis- 
try, since  the  time  of  the  Stamp  Act,  had  been  altogether 
free  of  blame;  but  he  should  at  the  same  time  add,  that, 
perhaps,  more  than  any  Ministry,  those  had  been  to  blame 
who,  not  satisfied  with  expressing  their  disapprobation  of 
particular  measures,  had  argued,  both  within  and  without 
doors,  against  the  authority  of  the  supreme  Legislature  it- 
self; who,  from  an  excess  of  zeal  in  support  oi  America, 
seemed  too  much  to  forget  the  interest  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, and,  from  an  apprehension  lest  the  Colonies  should  be 
ruled  witii  too  heavy  a  hand,  seemed  inclined  to  adopt  mea- 
sures which  had  a  tendency  to  exempt  them  from  the  do- 
minion of  Great  Britain  altogether,  and  to  erect  them  into 
so  many  sovereign  independent  States. 

But  instead  of  investigating  the  causes  of  the  evil,  it  was 
more  material  now  to  consider  what  was  proper  to  be  done 
to  remedy  it ;  and  in  this  he  saw  but  one  choice :  either  to 
support  with  vigour  the  authority  of  Great  Britain,  or  to 
abandon  America  altogether.  Some  speculative  men  have 
said,  and  published  their  opinions  to  the  world,  that  it  would 
be  no  such  fatal  stroke  to  Britain,  as  is  generally  imagined, 
were  America  to  be  abandoned  altogether.  He  had  not 
opinion  enough  of  his  own  foresight  to  say,  with  certainty, 
what  the  consequence  would  be ;  but  so  much  benefit  he 
had  reaped  from  these  speculations,  as  to  hope  that  the  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  oi  Great  Britain  would  not  be  despe- 
rate, even  were  such  an  event  to  happen.  But  who  would 
be  bold  enough  to  advise  such  a  measure?  and  who  could, 
with  certainty,  answer  for  the  effects  of  it  ?  If  no  person 
would,  what  remained  but  that  they  should  exert  evei-y 
nerve  to  reduce  their  rebellious  subjects  to  obedience.  After 
they  had  reduced  them,  and  convinced  them  of  their  in- 
ability to  resist  the  power  of  this  country,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  would  be  the  time  to  show  them  all  possible  indul- 
gence. Any  further  concession  now,  would  be  considered 
as  extorted  from  them  by  their  fears,  not  as  the  voluntary 
effect  of  their  favour. 

But  can  this  countrj-  reduce  them  to  obedience,  or  must 
the  contest  be  given  up  for  want  of  power?  If  it  must, 
there  is  no  help  for  it ;  but  at  least  let  us  put  it  to  the  trial. 
For  his  own  part,  he  could  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  it.  He 
did,  indeed,  see  that  those  were  mistaken  who  said  the  Ame- 
ricans would  not  fight ;  but  those  were  at  least  as  much  mis- 
taken, if  there  were  any  such,  who  would  entertain  a  doubt 
of  their  being  reduced  by  a  proper  exertion  of  the  power  of 
Great  Britain.  As  he  could  not  doubt  of  the  strength  of 
Great  Britain  to  reduce  them,  so  he  hoped,  if  that  strength 
was  exerted,  it  would  be  done  effectually.  If  a  force  is  sent 
to  America,  both  prudence  and  humanity  required  that  it 
should  be  such  a  one  as,  humanly  speaking,  w  ould  carry  its 
point.  The  error  hitherto  had  been,  to  have  too  small  a 
force  there.  To  continue  the  same  error  still,  was  to  pro- 
tract the  miseries  and  horrors  of  a  civil  war.  He  did  not 
mean  merely  that  such  a  force  should  be  sent  as  would  be 
sufficient  to  beat  their  opjwnents.  It  ought  to  be  such  a 
one  as  would  deprive  them  of  all  idea  of  resistance.    These 
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being  his  sentiments,  he  could  not  possibly  give  his  assent 
to  the  amendirtent  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord. 

He  concluded  with  expressing  a  wish  that  (in  this  great 
and  trying  crisis,  in  which  the.power,  the  autiiority,  the  im- 
portance of  Parliament,  was  at  stake  ;  in  which  the  question 
was,  whether  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  should  con- 
tinue, as  he  had  always  understood  them  to  be,  the  great 
governing  power  of  tlie  w  hole  British  empire,  or  if  Ame- 
rica was  henceforward  to  be  subject  to  die  King  alone,  while 
Parliament  was  reduced  to  a  level  with  one  of  the  Provin- 
cial Assemblies)  gentlemen  would  lay  aside  die  animosity 
of  party,  and  confine  their  views  singly  to  their  country ; 
that  he  knew  that,  while  this  Government  subsisted,  there 
must  be  different  parties,  and  that  die  Minister,  merely  be- 
cause he  was  Minister,  must  be  opposed ;  that  he  did  not 
wish  it  otherwise — he  was  afraid  such  opposition  was  neces- 
sary to  supply  the  want  of  publick  virtue  ;  but  that  though 
such  opposition  was  to  be  expected  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  Parliamentary  proceedings,  there  were  some  cases  of 
much  too  serious  a  nature  to  admit  of  it ;  and  such  he 
thought  the  present  case  to  be. 

Governoiir  Johnstone.  Sir,  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
Baronet,  who  spoke  last,  is  very  much  like  that  we  have 
just  heard  from  the  Throne,  full  of  assumed  false  facts  and 
general  undisputed  axioms,  which  the  people  in  America  are 
as  ready  to  close  with  as  their  adversaries  on  this  side.  For 
instance,  the  honourable  gentleman  says  "  the  Americans 
had  some  reasons  for  their  conduct  in  the  first  of  those  dis- 
putes ;  but  now  they  have  refused  their  just  proportion  of 
taxes,  by  rejecting  Lord  North's  conciliatory  proposition  of 
last  year,  and  resisting  the  constitutional  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, he  is  ready  to  devote  them  to  destruction."  Who 
does  not  see  that  the  whole  question,  even  according  to  this 
honourable  gentleman,  turns  upon  just  proportion  and  con- 
stitutional authority?  Now,  I  deny  that  the  people  o[  Ame- 
rica have  ever  refused  to  contribute  their  just  proportion, 
when  called  upon  in  a  constitutional  way  ;  and  those  who 
assert  the  contrary,  ought  to  prove  it.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  vindicates  the  severity  of  his  conduct  against  his 
lellow-subjects  in  America,  for  rejecting  the  proposition  of 
last  year,  which  the  noble  Lord  introduced  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  session,  I  think  he  rests  on  as  feeble  ground  as 
any  man  ever  stood  on.  How  does  he  vindicate  the  seve- 
rities in  which  he  concurred,  before  it  could  be  known 
whether  the  subjects  in  America  would  accede  to  this  mar- 
vellous indulgence  or  not  ?  His  mind  must  have  been 
strangely  biased  to  the  noble  Lord,  if  this  could  turn  the 
scale  of  his  reason.  I  really  thought  this  foolish  piece  of 
paper  had  been  so  universally  condemned,  that  I  should 
never  again  have  heard  any  arguments  founded  on  so  flimsy 
a  foundation.  The  purpose  was  clearly  to  amuse  the  peo- 
ple on  this  side  the  Alhnticlc,  and  to  divide  the  people  on 
that.  Having  failed  in  its  effect,  I  understood  from  many 
friends  of  Government,  that  every  rational  argument,  in  sup- 
port of  the  proposition,  had  been  reprobated  ;  for  what,  in- 
deed, can  be  more  truly  ridiculous,  than,  in  a  dispute  con- 
cerning the  power  of  taxation,  seriously  to  say  to  a  sensible 
people.  We  admit  there  are  many  unanswerable  reasons 
why  this  assembly  are  unfit  to  impose  taxes  upon  you  ;  and, 
therefore,  if  you  will  only  tax  yourselves  to  our  satisfaction, 
we  will  forbear  the  exercise  of  a  right  to  which  we  declare, 
by  the  proposition,  we  are  incompetent.  But  some  men 
will  say,  the  Parliament  can  judge  sufficiendy  well  of  the 
gross  sum,  though  unfit  and  incapableof  determining  on  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  raised.  Who,  that  is  accustomed 
to  reason  accurately,  docs  not  perceive  that  the  estimate  of 
supply  must  be  regulated  from  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
ways  and  means,  and  that  they  are  united  in  common  sense, 
as  well  as  by  the  English  ConsUtution,  to  reside  in  the  same 
persons.  But  the  honourable  Baronet  forgets  that  the  main 
argument  which  drew  the  concession  of  the  conciliatory  pro- 
p(jsition,  turns  on  this:  The.  Americans  have  no  representa- 
tives in  the  British  Parliament ;  they  have  not  the  security 
of  other  subjects  residing  in  Britain,  who  may  not  be  repre- 
sented, namely — that  the  members  in  taxing  them  must  tax 
themselves  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  the  interest  of  every  mem- 
ber to  lay  as  much  as  possible  on  America,  to  ease  himself. 
This  was  the  consideration  which  "  drew  iron  teai-s  from 
Flulo's  cheek,"  and  has  affected  so  many  members,  not  re- 
markably tender  towards  the  feeling  of  their  fellow-creature. 
But  let  us  consider  if  this  irresistible  objection,  as  it  has  been 


called  by  one  of  the  friends  of  Administration,  against  tax- 
ing America  by  the  British  Parliament,  does  not  equally 
apply,  when  we  approve  of  the  sum  offered,  and  tax  them 
in  the  lump,  as  when  we  tax  them  by  detail. 

However,  sir,  absurd  as  this  appears,  it  is  not  my  capital 
objection  to  diat  mode  of  raising  money,  nor  is  it  tlie  objec- 
tion of  the  Americans ;  they  maintain  the  power  of  giving 
and  granting  their  own  money,  by  their  own  free  and  vo- 
luntary consent,  is  the  only  security  they  can  retain  for  the 
just  administration  of  Government,  at  so  great  a  distance  from 
the  seat  of  empire ;  that  it  is  the  main  spring  in  their  se- 
veral establishments  upon  which  the  meeting  and  power  of 
their  several  Assemblies  depend,  from  whence  the  singular 
prosperity  of  the  British  Colonies,,  above  all  others  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  have  flowed.  They  admit  you  have  the 
power  of  limiting  the  means  by  which  they  may  acquire 
property,  but  they  deny  you  the  power  of  disposing  of  this 
property  after  it  is  so  acquired.  Thus  in  his  Majesty's 
speech  the  same  general  undefined  axioms  prevail.  "  To 
be  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  with  all  its  consequences,  is 
to  be  the  freest  member  of  any  civil  society  in  the  known 
world."  All  America,  with  one  voice,  agree  in  this  truth  ; 
their  writings  and  their  actions  proclaim  their  belief:  but 
they  maintain,  as  I  assert  in  their  behalf,  that  one  of  the 
unalienable  consequences  of  that  situation  is,  the  giving  and 
grandng  of  aids  for  the  support  of  Government,  according 
to  the  exigency  that  shall  appear  to  their  own  understand- 
ing ;  and  that  to  tax  them  in  an  assembly  where  they  have 
no  representatives,  and  by  men  who  have  no  interest  in  the 
subsidy  they  impose,  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  British 
Constitution,  and,  in  its  consequences,  must  deprive  them  of 
all  the  essential  rights  of  a  British  subject.  Another  essen- 
tial right  of  a  British  subject  is  trial  by  jury.  Has  not  this 
been  abrogated  in  many  cases  by  the  late  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  totally  destroyed  in  all  civil  causes  in  the  exten- 
sive Province  of  Quebeck  1  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is 
another  essential  right  of  a  British  subject.  Has  not  this 
also  been  done  away  ?  I  forbear  to  enumerate  the  other 
oppressive  proceedings,  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  of  our 
Government;  dissolving  of  charters  without  evidence,  trial, 
or  forfeiture ;  laws  to  deny  the  natural  gifts  of  the  elements, 
confounding  the  innocent  with  the  guilty ;  because  when 
once  the  three  great  pillai-s  of  the  British  Constitution  are 
removed — taxing  without  representatives,  trial  without  jury, 
imprisonment  without  relief  by  writ  of  habeas  corpus — the 
whole  must  necessarily  fall  into  confusion,  and  the  rest  is  not 
worth  contending  for.  The  people  in  America  wisely  foresee 
the  suppression  of  all  their  rights,  in  the  train  of  those  iniqui- 
tous innovations.  They  perceive  that  everything  which  is  dear 
to  a  freeman  is  at  stake,  and  they  are  willing,  as  becomes 
the  children  of  their  ancestors,  to  put  all  to  the  risk,  and  sacri- 
fice their  lives  and  fortunes,  rather  than  give  up  the  liberty  of 
a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  with  all  its  consequences. 

The  honourable  Baronet  has  concluded  his  speech  with 
another  reason  for  inducing  us  to  join  in  the  coercive  mea- 
sures proposed  by  the  Address,  which  is  still  more  extra- 
ordinary, saying,  "Whether  we  succeed  or  not  may  be 
uncertain  ;  but  if  we  fail,  we  shall  even  then  be  no  worse 
than  we  were."  These  are  the  very  words  of  the  noble 
Lord  on  the  Treasury  bench  last  year.  I  am  persuaded 
the  worthy  Baronet  has  words  of  his  own  so  much  at  will 
that  he  borrows  from  no  man ;  but  I  am  more  surprised  he 
can  sanctify  such  opinions  by  his  voice.  If  America  is 
forced  to  invite  foreign  powers  to  share  in  her  commerce; 
if  she  is  driven  to  the  necessity  of  following  the  example  of 
Holland  and  Switzerland ;  if  our  armies  are  destroyed,  our 
fleets  wrecked,  our  treasures  wasted,  our  reputation  for  jus- 
tice and  humanity  lost,  our  Senates  corrupted  by  the  emolu- 
ments which  must  fall  to  individuals  in  the  prosecution  of 
so  expensive  a  war,  and  four  shillings  land  fax  entailed  on 
us  forever,  will  the  honourable  gentleman  say  we  are  only 
where  we  were  ?  What  objects  can  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  in  a  stronger  degree  than  those  I  have  enumerated  ? 
And  yet  they  are  all  involved  in  the  question  now  before 
you,  if  you  reject  the  amendment  proposed.  I  say,  it  is 
unfair  in  Administration,  and  an  affront  to  every  individual 
member  of  the  House,  without  any  information  laid  on  your 
table,  without  evidence  brought  to  your  bar,  destitute  of 
every  material  by  which  a  rational  creature  can  resolve,  to 
require  he  should  give  his  unlimited  sanction  to  measures  of 
such  moment,  on  the  very  first  day,  perhaps,  of  his  anival 
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in  town.  Tlie  reason  is  obvious  to  me.  The  Minister 
clearly  perceives  if  men  were  acquainted  with  the  real  state 
of  things  in  America ;  if  they  had  time,  to  acquire  informa- 
tion, to  reason  and  ve(\fct,  that  all  men  of  generous  feelings 
would  leave  him,  and  even  his  most  desperate  followers 
might  be  shaken.  jMen  are  to  be  brought  to  this  black  busi- 
ness hoodwinked  ;  they  are  to  be  drawn  in  by  degrees,  till 
they  cannot  retreat.  On  the  one  hand,  a  dutiful  address 
to  his  Majesty,  full  of  those  general  assurances  of  loyalty 
and  respect  becoming  subjects  to  the  first  magistrate,  is  of- 
fered to  your  determination  :  on  the  other,  a  hasty  ai)proba- 
tion  of  measures  )'ou  have  had  no  time  to  consider,  from 
men  you  have  e\'ery  reason  to  suspect,  lies  before  you.  Is 
there  a  man  who  feels  the  dignity  of  his  situation,  that  can 
hesitate  in  his  choice  upon  such  an  alternative  ? 

1  shall  now  expose  to  the  House  the  false  facts  which  arc 
assumed  in  his  Majesty's  speech,  as  composed  by  the  Blinis- 
ter.  First,  the  Minister  tells  you  he  has  called  you  early 
together.  This  1  deny.  The  commencement  of  open 
hostilities  was  in  April,  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill  in  June, 
and  the  Petition  from  the  Congress  in  July.  They  severally 
arrived  m  England  within  five  or  six  weeks  after  the  events. 
Now,  I  maintain,  as  a  member  of  Parliament,  intrusted  with 
a  voice  in  the  supreme  authority  of  the  empire,  that  I  am 
called  late  to  deliberate  in  the  national  council  on  such 
great  events.  The  next  notorious  untruth  is,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans  are  collecting  a  naval  force.  The  third  assertion,  that 
the  Americans  meant  only  to  amuse  by  vague  expressions 
of  attachment  to  the  parent  state,  is  equally  injurious  to  their 
honour  and  to  truth.  This  can  only  be  inserted  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  the  bad  conduct  of  Administration  and  their  ill  suc- 
cess. Tho  Americans  told  you,  in  language  the  most  direct 
and  simple,  again  and  again  repeated,  that  they  would  resist 
to  the  last  appeal  those  arbitrary  innovations,  but  you  affected 
not  to  believe  them  ;  nevertheless,  I  maintain,  the  armaments 
were  calculated  to  resist  men  in  arms,  and  the  insufficiency 
arose  from  a  total  ignorance  of  the  force,  character,  and  dis- 
positions of  the  people  in  Ameiica,  as  well  as  a  misconcep- 
tion upon  the  effect  the  several  restraining  bills  passed  last 
session  would  produce ;  in  short,  from  a  perfect  ignorance 
of  the  operations  of  cmelty  and  oppression  on  high-minded 
men,  acting  under  the  spirit  of  freedom.  All  their  know- 
ledge seems  to  have  been  drawn  from  one  source,  that  of 
Govcmom  Hutchinson.  The  civil  war  now  raging  m  Ame- 
rica seemSj  step  by  step,  to  have  been  carried  on  by  his 
advice.  Whoever  reads  his  lettei's  lately  published  in  Ame- 
rica, sees  every  measure  pureued  by  Administration  to  have 
been  antecedently  pointed  out  by  this  gentleman  in  his  con- 
fidential correspondence,  until  his  sentiments  seem  dictated 
at  last  more  by  revenge  and  disappointment  than  any  other 
principle.  What  confidence  should  be  placed  in  the  advice 
of  a  man  who  has  declared,  in  the  cool  moments  of  com- 
mitting his  reflections  to  paper,  that  every  Machiavelian 
policy  is  now  to  be  vindicated  towards  the  people  in  Ame- 
rica 1  I  am  here  supposing  the  letters  in  my  hand  to  be 
genuine ;  and  there  is  little  reason  to  doubt  their  authenticity, 
as  they  remain  uncontradicted.  It  mattei-s  not  to  me,  as  a 
judge,  how  they  were  procured.  The  only  question  respect- 
ing my  opinion  on  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hutchinson  at  present 
is,  are  the  letters  genuine  or  not  ?  For  in  this  I  always 
differed  from  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  who  determined  on 
the  complaint  of  the  Province  of  New-England  against  Go- 
vernour  Hutchinson,  on  the  former  letters  they  discovered. 
The  Lords  of  the  Council  laid  the  whole  stress  on  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  letters  had  been  obtained.  No  man  could 
admire  the  abilities  of  the  advocate  more  than  I  did  on  that 
occasion  ;  it  was  his  business  to  inflame  the  passions,  to  cover 
the  turpitude  of  Governour  Hutchinson  s  conduct ;  under 
crimes  of  a  greater  dye :  but  it  was  shameful  in  the  judges 
to  be  led  away,  it  was  unworthy  the  discrimination  so  ne- 
cessary to  that  character,  to  mingle  the  manner  of  obtaining 
the  lettei-s  with  the  fact  they  were  brought  to  prove.  I  shall 
suppose  the  letters  had  been  obtained  as  infamously  as  the 
Essay  on  Woman,  and  more  infamously  it  is  iippossible ; 
yet  my  judgment  on  the  conduct  of  a  Governour,  writing  to 
men  in  high  authority  on  the  political  affairs  of  his  Pro- 
vince, and  concluding  as  his  advice  that  the  liberty  of  Bri- 
tish subjects  must  be  abridged,  would  not  have  been  altered 
from  that  circumstance.  And  here  I  must  avow  my  senti- 
ments as  freely  as  Governour  Hutchinson  has  communicated 
his,  that  any  ofScer  in  Government,  much  less  the  supreme 


magistrate,  entrusted  with  the  preservation  of  the  rights  of 
every  individual  in  his  Province,  who  couW  entertain  such 
senlimenls,  is  unfit  to  be  employed  in  any  office,  civil  or 
military,  after  a  fact  of  so  hejnous  a  nature  against  the  Con- 
stitution being  fully  proved.  I  am  confident  our  ancestors, 
instead  of  giving  such  a  man  an  enormous  pension,  would 
have  inflicted  the  ])unisiiment  he  deserved,  which  1  think 
should  have  been  an  address  to  the  Crown,  that  he  might 
never  more  have  been  employed  in  the  service  of  the  pub- 
lick. 

I  know  there  are  many  men,  high  in  favour,  who  are  for 
abridging  the  liberties  of  the  people  in  the  Colonies.  My 
system,  on  tlie  contrary,  is  for  preserving  them  sacred  and 
inviolate,  according  to  tlieir  several  ancient  institutions,  the 
variety  of  which  forms  the  harmony  and  beauty  of  the 
whole.  There  is  no  middle  institution,  as  in  this  country, 
to  balance  between  the  People  and  the  Crown :  the  Assem- 
blies are  their  only  barrier ;  they  are,  therefore,  the  favourite 
institution  of  the  people ;  to  thern  they  look  for  protection 
against  the  exactions,  oppressions,  and  extortions  of  Go- 
vernors, and  are,  on  that  account,  cautious  and  jealous  of 
any  infringement  that  shall  diminish  their  power.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  seconded  this  Address  has  been 
long  employed  as  his  ^Majesty's  representative  in  the  Colo- 
nies, first  in  Carolina,  and  lastly  in  Jamaica.  Everything  he 
offers  to  this  House  must  derive  great  weight  from  these 
circumstances  ;  his  abilities  are  undisputed.  I  have  not  the 
honour  of  knowing  him  ;  but  I  have  heard  his  talents  uni- 
versally acknowledged.  Having  been  on  the  spot  in  some 
places,  it  must  give  him  many  additional  advantages,  for  I 
maintain  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  who  has  not  seen  with 
his  own  eyes,  and  heard  with  his  own  ears,  to  know  equally 
well  the  manners,  customs,  dispositions,  and  other  circum- 
stances necessary  to  form  a  true  judgment  on  the  present 
contest  with  the  Colonies ;  but  it  is  also  necessary  to  know 
some  leading  circumstances  respecting  the  person  who  offers 
his  information  and  advice,  before  we  hastily  concur  in  his 
opinion.  The  honourable  gendeman  says  :  "  It  may  appear 
strange,  that  he  who  has  grown  grey  in  the  service  of  Ame- 
rica, should  now  appear  among  the  first  to  propose  those 
coercive  measures  which,  by  some,  are  termed  cruel  and 
hareh ;"  but  this  he  excuses  from  his  humanity.  I  say,  it 
may  appear  strange  to  some  who  are  not  acquainted  with 
the  history  of  that  gentleman's  administration  so  well  as  I, 
that  he  should  take  this  forward  part.  But  here  I  premise, 
that  I  do  not  enter  into  the  merit  of  the  dispute  which  that 
gentleman  had  with  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  because  it  is 
beyond  my  present  argument ;  all  I  assert  is,  that  he  had 
an  unfortunate  dispute  with  that  body,  which  lasted  two 
years ;  that  during  this  period  they  would  do  no  business 
widi  him,  or  raise  any  money;  that  he  dissolved  the  As- 
sembly more  than  once,  and  still  a  great  majority  were 
found  against  his  measures ;  that  he  was  at  last  recalled, 
and  a  successor  appointed,  who  cancelled  his  proceedings, 
upon  one  of  the  most  unfortunate  representations  that  ever 
attended  any  man  on  leaving  his  Government.  I  am, 
therefore,  not  surprised  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  be  inimicable  to  American  Assemblies,  or  that  he 
should  be  ready  to  join  with  those  who  have  found  out  a 
shorter  way  of  governing  them  than  by  the  general  sense 
of  the  people,  seeing  they  are  so  troublesome,  on  many  oc- 
casions, to  the  repose  of  a  Governour. 

The  honourable  gentleman  has  given  us  some  account  of 
the  debilitated  state  of  men  in  the  other  Provinces  he  had 
the  honour  to  command,  and  hinted  at  means  for  subduing 
their  spirit,  in  a  manner  which  inclines  me  to  believe  he  has 
not  left  many  more  friends  behind  in  that  Colony  than  in 
Jamaica.  Administration  has  been  so  much  misled  by  those 
partial  and  illiberal  accounts  of  men  in  the  gross,  that  I  dare 
say  they  will  be  cautious  how  they  trust  to  such  intelligence 
again.  Neither  my  reading  or  observation  give  me  leave  to 
think  the  people  in  Carolina  will  be  behind  any  of  the  Co- 
lonies in  supporting  and  defending  rights  which  are  so 
essential  to  securing  everything  that  is  dear  to  them  as  Bri- 
tish subjects.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  occasion  to 
lead  them  to  war  on  a  certain  occasion ;  I  wish  he  would 
tell  the  House  how  they  behaved.  If  Southern  climate  has 
such  strange  effects  in  enervating  the  human  frame,  give  me 
leave  to  hope  at  least  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
escaped  this  contagion.  The  other  scheme  he  alludes  to^ — 
of  calling  forth  the  slaves — is  too  black  and  horrid  to  be 


29 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  COMMONS  TO  THE  KING. 


30 


adopted ;  neither  would  it  answer,  if  Administration  were 
wicked  enough  to  make  the  attempt :  the  state  of  slavery 
cuts  off  all  the  great  magnanimous  inventive  powers  of  the 
human  mind,  but  it  rather  strengthens  fidelity  and  attach- 
ment. The  Uomare  history  fully  confirms  this.  Amidst  the 
multiplied  treachery  of  friends  and  relations,  amidst  the 
greatest  temptations,  during  the  corruptions  of  that  Govern- 
ment, the  slave  was  seldom  or  ever  unfaitiiful  to  his  master. 
The  principle  lies  in  human  nature.  Where  mankind  are 
deprived  of  the  means  of  getting  subsistence,  where  they 
are  accustomed  to  look  up  to  another  for  food,  raiment  and 
protection,  they  insensibly  forget  the  original  injury  they 
sustained,  and  become  attached  to  their  master.  In  general, 
I  must  also  observe,  that  masters  are  kind  to  their  slaves. 
It  is  not  he  who  uses  the  scourge  and  the  whip,  which  the 
honourable  gendeman  has  mentioned,  that  is  the  first  to 
put  the  musket  on  his  shouldei-s  in  such  glorious  contests  as 
these.  It  is  not  he  who  tortures  and  frets  his  fellow-crea- 
tures ;  but  he  who  feels  that  universal  benevolence  which 
extends  his  affections  to  all  men  in  their  several  stations ; 
who  feels  the  spirit  of  equality,  who  knows  the  principles  of 
liberty,  who  understands  the  consequence  of  those  riglits, 
without  which  we  are  always  worse  men  and  worse  sub- 
jects, and  who  is  willing,  for  the  benefit  of  children  yet 
unborn,  to  seal  the  truth  of  his  doctrine  with  his  blood.  It 
is  not  to  men  of  this  temper  that  slaves  will  prove  unfaith- 
ful. I  shall  rather  expect  to  see  them  flock  round  his 
standard,  though  I  admit  the  experiment  is  too  dangerous 
on  either  side.  I  say  again,  the  whole  of  our  blunders, 
oppressions,  and  mistakes  in  these  unfortunate  disputes, 
have  arisen  from  ignorance  in  the  first  principles  of  Govern- 
ment ;  gross  ignorance  in  the  several  Constitutions  of  the 
Colonies ;  ignorance  in  the  power  we  could  apply  to  subdue 
them,  and  still  greater  ignorance  of  the  end  to  be  obtained 
by  such  an  attempt.  To  each  of  these  I  will  severally 
speak.  I  say  it  demonstrates  a  perfect  ignorance  of  the 
history  of  civil  society,  to  assert  (which  is  the  captivating 
argument  used  in  this  House  for  breaking  down  all  the 
barriers  of  liberty  in  America)  that  two  independent  legis- 
latures cannot  exist  in  the  same  community,  and  therefore 
we  are  to  destroy  the  whole  fabrick  of  those  Governments 
which  have  subsisted  for  so  many  yeai-s.  Mankind  are  con- 
stantly quoting  some  trite  maxim,  and  appealing  to  their 
limited  theory  in  politicks,  while  they  reject  established 
facts.  I  say,  a  free  Government  necessarily  involves  many 
clashing  jurisdictions,  if  pushed  to  the  extreme.  I  maintain 
this  species  of  Government  must  ever  depend  more  on  the 
spirit  of  freedom  that  first  established  it,  than  on  all  the 
parchment  you  can  cover  with  words.  I  aver  that  in  the 
most  active  triumphant  commonwealth  which  ever  appear- 
ed on  the  stage  of  the  world,  two  distinct  legislative  authori- 
ties did  actually  exist :  the  comitia  trihuta  and  the  comitia 
centuriata.  The  whole  Government  ot  Athens  would  a\)- 
pear  as  containing  so  many  ridiculous  paradoxes  to  those 
wise  politicians.  The  actual  state  of  Holland,  where  every 
town  is  a  distinct  Government  within  itself;  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  States-General,  where  no  money  can  be  raised 
unless  the  whole  are  unanimous;  no  new  laws  made  or 
any  old  repealed  against  one  dissenting  voice ; — all  these 
would  appear  impossible  to  such  politicians  who  are  ever  sup- 
posing mankind  ready  to  destroy  themselves ;  nevertheless 
the  facts  are  equally  certain.  If  the  best  parts  of  our  Con- 
stitution were  to  be  stated  to  a  foreigner :  the  trial  by  jury, 
where  twelve  men  must  be  unanimous  in  their  opinion,  in 
causes  the  most  intricate  and  nice,  where  even  the  ablest 
counsel  differ  in  opinion,  he  would  be  led  to  imagine  justice 
might  stand  still ;  yet  we  all  know  nothing  proves  so  easy 
in  the  execution.  The  danger  of  pushing  things  to  ex- 
treme, makes  the  good  sense  of  men  prevail,  while  the 
power  of  resisting  in  every  individual  jurymat),  prevents 
prejudice  and  injustice  from  trying  their  strength  on  matters 
that  are  not  tenable.  The  springs  of  a  free  Government 
are  not  obvious  to  every  understanding,  while  the  meanest 
foot-soldier  knows  all  the  powers  of  despotism.  Here  the 
supremacy  of  the  magistrate  solves  every  question.  In  the 
same  manner  the  advantages  derived  from  America,  in  the 
circle  of  commerce,  are  not  so  evident  to  a  vulgar  under- 
standing, as  so  much  palpable  cash  paid  into  the  exchequer. 
For  this  reason  I  am  ready  to  forgive  those  who  differ  with 
me  in  opinion  concerning  this  American  contest.  It  de- 
mands a  process  of  reasoning  to  which  common  understand- 


ings are  not  generally  accustomed.  I  should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  half  the  people  in  England  should  at  first  join 
against  the  Americans ;  national  prejudice,  pride,  false  gloiy, 
and  false  arithmetick,  all  contribute  to  deceive  them  ;  but  that 
any  nian  assuming  the  character  of  a  statesman,  should  ])ro- 
ceed  in  this  mad  career,  to  destroy  in  a  few  years  that  beau- 
tiful system  of  empire  our  ancestors  have  been  raising  with 
so  much  pains  and  glory  ;  firet  under  the  false  pretence  of 
raising  a  revenue,  and  next  under  a  more  false  pretence  that 
America  wishes  to  throw  off  her  just  dependance  on  Great 
Britain;  this,  I  confess,  does  surprise  me.  Fortius  rea- 
son my  indignation  chiefly  rises  against  the  noble  Lord  on 
the  floor.  I  am  willing  to  acquit  all  his  colleagues  and  most 
of  his  followers,  even  if  they  had  not  the  interested  motives 
of  places  and  pensions  to  bias  their  judgment ;  but  that  the 
noble  Lord,  who  yeariy  considers  the  riches  rliat  come  into 
the  publick  treasury,  who  knows  and  can  trace  all  the  cir- 
cuitous channels  by  which  riches  flow  into  this  country,  that 
he  should  place  no  more  to  the  credit  of  America  than  the. 
paltry  sum  collected  by  his  insignificant  Commissioners,  and 
endeavour  to  mislead  others  by  such  assertions, — this,  in- 
deed, is  beyond  belief.  When  the  noble  Lord  is  pleased  to 
take  the  other  side  of  the  argument,  what  abundance  of 
wealth  does  he  sometimes  pour  forth  in  the  most  copious 
flow  of  eloquence.  When  he  supports  this  rugged  coercive 
system,  how  he  labours  and  flags;  nothing  but  sounding 
words  and  unmeaning  phrases.  The  dignity  of  Pariia- 
ment !  Now  I  say  this  is  the  best  supported  by  humanity 
and  justice,  and  maintaining  the  freedom  of  the  subject. 
The  supremacy  of  the  legislative  authority  of  Great  Bri- 
tain !  This  I  call  unintelligible  jargon.  Instead  of  running 
the  different  privileges  belonging  to  the  various  parts  of  the 
empire  into  one  common  mass  of  power,  gentlemen  should 
consider  that  the  very  first  principles  of  good  government 
in  this  wide-extended  dominion,  consist  in  subdividing  the 
empire  into  many  parts,  and  giving  to  each  individual  an 
immediate  interest,  that  the  community  to  which  he  belongs 
should  be  well  regulated.  This  is  the  principle  upon  which 
our  ancestors  established  those  different  Colonies  or  com- 
munities ;  this  is  the  principle  on  which  they  have  flourish- 
ed so  long  and  so  prosperously;  this  is  the  principle  on 
which  alone  they  can  be  well  governed  at  such  a  distance 
from  the  seat  of  the  empire.  Yet  we  are  breaking  through 
all  those  sacred  maxims  of  our  forefathers,  and  giving  the 
alarm  to  every  wise  man  on  the  Continent  of  America,  that 
all  his  rights  depend  on  the  will  of  men  whose  corruptions 
are  notorious,  who  regard  him  as  an  enemy,  and  who  have 
no  interest  in  his  prosperity,  and  feel  no  control  from  him 
as  a  constituent. 

The  most  learned  writer  on  Government  has  defined  civil 
and  political  liberty  to  consist  in  a  perfect  security  as  to  a 
man's  rights.  After  the  acts  of  Pariiament  of  last  year, 
can  any  man  on  the  great  continent  of  America  say  that 
he  feels  that  security  ?  Could  anything  less  than  a  dread 
of  losing  every  essential  privilege  have  united  a  people  so 
divided  in  customs,  manners,  climate,  and  communications? 
Could  anything  less  than  an  entire  want  of  policy,  a  species 
of  political  phrensy  here,  have  produced  this  wonderful 
effect  ?  You  blame  the  Americans,  but  do  not  consider  the 
next  step  which  your  conduct  necessarily  drives  them  to. 
You  assert  they  aim  at  indejjendence.  1  assert  they  wish 
for  nothing  more  than  a  constitutional  dependance  on  Great 
Britain,  according  as  they  have  subsisted  from  their  first 
establishments,  and  according  as  Ireland  depends  on  the 
British  legislature  at  this  moment.  Can  any  man  who 
knows  the  power  of  the  Crown  in  the  legislative  and  exe- 
cutive parts  of  our  Colony  Government ;  who  understands 
the  force  of  the  several  acts  of  navigation  ;  who  knows  the 
incitements  and  attachments  by  the  education  of  youth  in 
this  country  ;  who  knows  what  would  be  the  effects  of  mix- 
ing the  Colonists  in  our  fleets  and  armies,  and  every  other 
office  in  our  Government ;  who  considers  the  effects  of  ap- 
peals in  the  last  resort  to  his  Majesty  in  Council ;  who 
knows  the  power  of  his  Majesty  in  annulling  laws  made  in 
the  Colonies  within  three  years ;  who  perceives  the  advan- 
ta^es  that  every  part  of  the  empire  derives  from  the  pros- 
perity of  the  other; — who  is  there,  I  say,  capable  of  digest- 
inc  those  thoughts,  and  can  entertain  the  ignoble  jealousies 
daily  expressed  against  the  Americans,  or  show  any  motive 
why  the  people  in  America  should  break  the  bond  of  union 
with  this  country  for  ages  yet  to  come,  unless  driven  to  that 
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extremity  by  following  Mr.  Huichinson's  advice  in  abridging 
their  liberties,  whicii  is  as  much  a  part  of  their  birthright  as 
of  any  man  living  and  born  in  England!  The  nature  of 
Government  will  not  allow  us  to  define  what  are  the  precise 
points  where  resistance  may  be  niade  to  the  govenung 
powers.  But  will  any  man  conclude  from  thence  that  acts 
of  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  ought  not  to  be  resisted,  if 
they  should  sap  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ?  Nothing  but  the  general  feeling  of  the  community 
can  determine  the  point.  And  was  ever  the  sense  of  a  peo- 
ple so  unanimous  on  any  subject  ?  I  declare,  upon  my 
honour,  1  iiave  not  conversed  with  one  man  from  America 
(and  1  have  chiefly  sought  out  the  friends  of  Administra- 
tion) who  have  not  universally  agreed,  that  all  America  is 
unanimous  in  resisting  the  power  of  taxing  them  by  the 
British  Parliament  where  they  have  no  representatives ; 
that  they  will  never  yield  this  point ;  that  in  case  they  were 
made  easy  on  this  point,  and  secure  as  to  their  chartei-s,  on 
which  their  property  depends,  they  would  immediately  re- 
turn to  their  duty  and  obedience.  .  This  I  aver  to  be  the 
universal  report  and  opinion  of  all  men  with  whom  I  have 
conversed  from  America.  If  any  one  disputes  the  truth  of 
my  assertions,  I  now  defy  him  to  bring  any  evidence  to 
contradict  me,  and  I  now  undertake  to  bring  men  of  the 
best  characters  in  support  of  what  I  aver.  But  respecting 
general  opinion,  1  still  go  further :  I  maintain  that  the  sense 
of  the  best  and  wisest  men  in  this  country  are  on  the  side 
of  the  Americans  ;  that  three  to  one  in  Ireland  are  on  their 
side ;  that  the  soldiers  and  sailors  feel  an  unwillingness  to 
the  service ;  that  you  never  will  find  the  same  exertions  of 
spirit  in  this  as  in  other  wars.  I  speak  it  to  the  credit  of  the 
fleet  and  army ;  they  do  not  like  to  butcher  men  whom 
the  greatest  characters  in  this  country  consider  as  contend- 
ing in  the  glorious  cause  of  preserving  those  institutions 
which  are  necessary  to  the  happiness,  security,  and  eleva- 
tion of  the  human  mind.  I  am  well  informed,  that  four 
fleld  officers  in  the  four  regiments  now  going  from  Ireland, 
have  desired  leave  to  retire  or  sell  out.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say,  that  the  soldiers  or  sailors  in  America  have  shown  any 
signs  of  cowardice ;  this  is  below  their  spirit :  I  only  assert 
tljat  they  in  general  pixx;laim  it  a  disagreeable  service ;  most 
of  the  army  feel  it  as  such.  That  numbers  have  not  deserted 
is  owing  to  their  situation.  There  is  a  wide  difference  be- 
tween the  English  officer  or  soldier  who  barely  does  his 
duty,  and  the  general  exertions  of  the  New-England  army, 
where  every  man  is  thinking  what  further  service  he  can 
perform ;  where  every  soldier  is  a  Scavola.  To  a  mind 
who  loves  to  contemplate  the  glorious  spirit  of  freedom,  no 
spectacle  can  be  more  affecting  than  the  action  at  Bunker's 
Hill.  To  see  an  irregular  peasantry,  commanded  by  a  phy- 
sician, infeiior  in  number,  opposed  by  every  circumstance 
of  cannon  and  bombs  that  could  terrify  timid  minds,  calmly 
waiting  the  attack  of  the  gallant  Howe,  leading  on  the  best 
troops  in  the  world,  with  an  excellent  train  of  artillery,  and 
twice  repulsing  those  very  troops  who  had  often  chased  the 
chosen  battalions  of  France,  and  at  last  retiring  for  want  of 
ammunition,  but  in  so  respectable  a  manner  that  they  were 
not  even  pursued, — who  can  reflect  on  such  scenes,  and 
not  adore  the  Constitution  of  Government  which  could 
breed  such  men  !  Who  will  not  pause  and  examine,  before 
he  destroys  institutions  that  have  reared  such  elevated  spirits  ! 
Who  is  there  that  can  dismiss  all  doubts  on  the  justice  of  a 
cause  which  can  inspire  such  conscious  rectitude  ?  The 
conduct  of  the  people  of  New-England  for  wisdom,  cou- 
rage, temperance,  fortitude,  and  all  those  qualities  that  can 
command  the  admiration  of  noble  minds,  is  not  surpassed  in 
the  history  of  any  nation  under  the  sun.  Instead  of  wreak- 
ing our  vengeance  against  that  Colony,  their  heroism  alone 
should  plead  their  forgiveness.  What  my  worthy  friend 
(Mr.  Burke)  said  last  year  of  their  industry,  may  now  be 
applied  to  their wariike  achievements.  Consider  the  power 
of  such  materials  in  the  hands  of  a  Minister  who  knew  how 
to  encourage  their  industry,  and  apply  their  courage  to  the 
purposes  of  national  defence.  But  all  the  secret  of  our  Co- 
lony Government  is  now  reduced  to  mere  force,  the  baneful 
engine  of  destructive  despotism  ;  nevertheless  it  is  with  plea- 
sure I  perceive  the  force  of  this  country,  when  wielded  in 
such  a  cause,  is  totally  inadequate;  your  own  army  is  not 
sufficient ;  your  illegal  application  for  foreign  mercenaries  at 
the  beginning  of  the  contest  sufficiently  shows  your  weak- 
ness ;  your  navy  is  equally  incapable  of  effecting  the  pur- 


poses which  are  expected  from  it.  It  may  ruin  their  foreign 
trade ;  it  may  destroy  some  of  their  towns,  (though  that  is 
doubtful ;)  but  the  lying  in  their  rivere,  as  some  supi^ose, 
w  itliout  a  superior  military  force  to  protect  them  on  shore  ; 
I  say,  as  a  sea  officer,  if  the  war  is  thoroughly  kindled,  the 
thing  is  impossible.  We  are  apt  to  judge  from  what  hap- 
pened at  (^tiebeck,  where  the  French,  never  remarkable  for 
naval  enterprise,  though  naturally  brave,  quitted  their  fire- 
raft,  and  left  it  to  the  chance  of  the  stream,  or  to  be  towed 
off  by  boats  ;  but  this  I  maintain,  that  any  fleet  lying  in  a 
river  where  they  cannot  command  the  shore,  that  such  fleet 
is  liable  to  be  burned  if  the  people  are  willing  in  that  enter- 
prise to  run  the  same  risk  of  life  and  danger  to  which  the 
crew  of  the  ships  are  exposed — I  mean  by  sticking  by  the 
fire-vessel,  whatever  she  may  be,  till  with  wind  and  stream 
they  lay  the  enemy  athwart  hause  ;  and  who  can  doubt  that 
the  people  in  America  are  capable  of  such  exertions  of 
courage,  when  we  see  them  refuse  quarter,  when  we  find 
them  devoting  themselves  to  death  with  such  enthusiasm? 
Another  circumstance  respecting  ships  is  not  generally 
known.  The  wonders  they  have  hitherto  performed  has 
been  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  engineers  in  placing  their 
batteries ;  but  I  am  afraid  the  secret  is  now  out  as  to  their 
power  against  the  shore,  without  a  military  force  to  assist 
them.  A  single  gun  in  a  retired  situation,  or  on  an  emi- 
nence, or  a  single  howitzer,  will  dislodge  a  first-rate  man-of- 
war,  and  may  burn  her,  to  add  to  the  disgrace.  I  speak 
this  publickly,  that  you  may  not  expect  more  from  the  sea 
service  than  it  is  capable  to  perform.  Ruin  their  trade  you 
certainly  may,  but  at  an  expense  as  ruinous  to  this  country. 
Has  any  of  the  Ministry  considered  the  immense  expense 
of  such  naval  aiTnaments  on  the  coast  o{  America,  in  trans- 
ports and  ships-of-war  ?  Have  we  calculated  the  chance 
of  destruction  by  those  horrid  streams  of  wind  peculiar  to 
that  coast,  that  sometimes  sweep  all  before  them  ? 

Where  are  the  resources  on  which  this  country  can  depend 
in  case  our  empire  in  America  is  lost  ?  I  do  not  say  you 
will  feel  the  disadvantage  immediately  ;  I  know  the  various 
channels  to  which  commerce  and  industry  may  divert  their 
streams ;  1  am  also  certain  that  the  wants  of  America  must 
be  supplied  in  some  way  or  other  with  certain  goods  from 
Great  Britain ;  I  further  know,  that  a  nation  can  only  trade 
to  the  extent  of  its  capital,  and  in  case  one  vent  is  cut  off, 
it  will  probably  find  another,  while  its  manufactures  are 
cheaper  and  better  than  those  of  other  nations.  1  believe 
such  to  be  the  case  with  many  branches  of  our  manufacture 
at  present ;  but  is  it  possible  it  can  long  continue  ?  Must  not 
the  same  laws  of  nature  follow  this  commercial  country  that 
has  affected  Venice  and  Genoa,  the  Hanse  Towns,  and  other 
commercial  States  ?  The  acquirement  of  wealth  must  pro- 
duce dearness  in  living ;  dearness  of  living  must  produce  dear- 
ness  of  labour ;  dearness  of  labour  must  produce  dearness  of 
manufactures ;  dearness  of  manufactures  must  conduct  trade 
to  some  place  where  cheapness  of  living  will  give  the  pre- 
ference in  the  markets.  Thus  the  circle  of  commerce  has 
hitherto  run :  but  the  settlement  of  North  America,  under 
the  old  establishment,  seemed  to  defy  the  powers  of  those 
fleeting  principles.  America  was  bound  to  take  your  manu- 
factures only,  to  whatever  price  they  might  rise ;  you  were 
bound  to  take  most  of  her  raw  materials,  and  to  give  her 
commerce  protection  ;  a  complete  system  in  the  exchange 
of  all  commodities  was  established  within  your  own  domi- 
nion, which  might  last  beyond  the  views  of  human  calcula- 
tion, if  properly  conducted.  This  is  the  great  purpose  to 
which  I  look  up  to  America  as  a  naval  and  as  a  commercial 
power.  How  often  have  I  indulged  myself  in  these  thoughts, 
unable  to  see  the  end  of  our  glory  from  the  same  causes 
which  have  destroyed  other  States,  little  dreaming  that  one 
infatuated  Minister  could  tempt,  seduce,  and  persuade  a 
whole  natipn  to  cut  the  strings  of  such  harmony.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  opened  the  debate  has  remarked 
how  we  recovered  from  the  interruptions  of  our  commerce 
during  the  last  war.  The  honourable  gentleman  forgets 
that  we  had  the  free  and  uninterrupted  resources  o{  America 
during  the  last  war;  that  in  seizing  the  shipsof  our  enemies 
we  added  to  the  national  wealth  and  increased  our  own 
commerce ;  the  progress  was  double,  here  it  runs  in  an  in- 
verse proportion,  no  man  knows  the  final  effects  as  yet ; 
like  the  bursting  of  a  burning  mountain,  it  is  sport  and  play 
to  the  distant  spectators  who  think  themselves  safe,  but  the 
eruption  may  spread  to  cover  this  city  in  ruin. 
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I  come  now  to  consider  the  consequence  of  all  those  mea- 
sures, supposing  wo  should  succeed.  If  national  strength 
is  to  be  calculated  from  the  fitness  of  every  part  to  preserve 
and  improve  the  advantages  of  their  Constitution,  and  to 
support  their  country  in  pursuit  of  its  objects  ;  if  institutions 
that  secure  property  and  prevent  oppression,  encourage  the 
settlement  of  families,  and  facilitate  the  rearing  of  children, 
are  the  most  favourable  to  mankind,  and  therefore  to  be 
protected  and  preferred,  (as  the  best  writer  on  Government 
lias  asserted,)  surely  the  establishments  of  the  Evglish  Colo- 
nies, as  excelling  all  others  which  have  appeared  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world,  deserve  to  be  revered  in  this  respect. 
But  a  success  in  the  present  war,  after  destroying  all  the 
principles  which  have  produced  those  glorious  effects  in 
civil  society,  must  leave  the  country  desolate,  must  spread 
throuch  that  wfde  dominion,  forfeitures,  executions,  chansre 
of  property,  military  oppression,  and  every  misery  that  can 
engender  hatred  and  distract  mankind.  But  these  are  but 
temporary  evils,  in  comparison  to  the  last  dreadful  catastro- 
phe. It  must  establish  a  military  despotism  in  the  Colonies, 
which  the  revenues  of  an  oppressed  people  never  can  pay ; 
an  army  that  the  men  of  this  country  can  never  supply, 
which,  therefore,  foreign  mercenaries  must  fill ;  and  all  this 
with  additional  powers  in  the  Crown,  that  must  end  in  the 
subversion  of  the  Constitution.  I  make  no  doubt  many 
men  labour  in  the  support  of  this  business,  purposely  to 
effect  that  end.  The  contentions  in  a  free  Government  do 
not  accord  with  their  faeble,  cornipt,  luxurious  dispositions. 
That  the  spirit  of  the  people  should  so  long  lie  deceived  by 
their  arts  and  management,  is  to  me  astonishing.  I  shall 
wait  patiently  some  further  calamity,  for  no  reasoning  on 
the  certain  progress  of  things  in  a  growing  empire  can  affect 
their  narrow  minds.  That  this  may  soon  happen  in  a  small 
degree,  as  the  only  means  of  saving  the  dissolution  of  die 
whole,  I  sincerely  wish,  for  the  good  of  the  publick.  Mis- 
fortunes, if  duly  watched,  are  oftentimes  as  profitable  to  an 
unfeeling  multitude  as  they  are  useful  to  private  individuals. 
But  let  those  who  now  encourage  measures  that  must  in- 
evitably end  in  such  dreadful  calamities,  beware  of  the  turn 
of  the  tide.  Let  them  look  into  history,  and  remember  the 
fate  of  cruel,  oppressive  and  arrogant  statesmen.  Let  even 
Kings  attend  to  the  examples  which  history  presents  on  this 
subject — but  I  blame  not  them ;  it  is  unnatural  for  beings, 
with  human  passions,  placed  in  such  high  situations,  mixing 
little  with  men,  and  generally  deceived,  to  bear  contradiction 
to  their  will,  and  opposition  even  to  their  arms,  with  any  de- 
gree of  patience :  irritation  and  resentment  must  be  the  con- 
sequences ;  encroachments  on  their  part  often  proceed  from 
a  conscious  rectitude  of  their  own  intentions :  but  the  people 
I  do  blame  are  the  members  of  this  House,  placed  as  the 
guardians  of  the  people's  rights  and  privileges,  daily  sacri- 
ficing them  to  some  interested  motive.  Let  any  one  consider 
all  the  national  advantages  that  can  be  drawn  from  Colonies, 
and  ask  his  own  heart  if  we  have  not  hitherto  drawn,  and 
may  not  in  time  to  come  draw  all  these  from  the  ancient 
Constitution.  To  what  motive,  then,  can  these  innovations 
be  imputed  ?  I  have  showed  you  the  bad  consequences  in 
proceeding ;  show  me  the  good  you  propose  from  slaughter 
and  devastation.  That  the  paymaster  of  the  forces  should 
urge  you  to  those  measures ;  that  the  treasurer  of  the  navy 
should  press  for  large  equipments ;  that  contractors,  jobbers, 
dealers  in  scrip,  and  all  those  who  fatten  on  publick  supplies, 
should  eagerly  concur,  this  I  can  easily  imagine  ;  but  that  a 
landed  gentleman  should  give  his  consent  to  rush  into  a  civil 
war,  that  must  entail  four  shillings  land-tax  on  his  estate 
for  ever,  that  must  drain  him  of  men  and  money,  and  all 
the  resources  of  naval  power,  to  protect  his  country  against 
those  neighbouring  powers  who  will,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, attack  him  when  defenceless  and  exhausted ;  in  a 
contest  that  must  end,  on  whatever  alternative,  in  lowering 
the  value  of  his  estate :  all  this  exhibits  a  degree  of  infatua- 
tion beyond  example  in  my  little  reading,  and  can  only  be 
accounted  for  from  the  revival  of  ignoble  party-distinctions, 
gratifying  resentments  at  the  expense  of  their  country. 
Have  the  country  gentlemen  ever  considered  the  expense  of 
maintaining  a  war  across  the  Atlantick  1  Have  they  consi- 
dered the  expenses  of  a  fleet  ?  Have  they  calculated  the 
amount  of  transports  ?  Have  they  thought  of  feeding  an 
army  with  porter,  sheep,  and  sour-crout,  across  a  tempes- 
tuous ocean  ?  I  am  told  a  curious  spectacle  of  such  man- 
agement has  lately  been  exhibited  in  the  Downs,  where 
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floating  carcasses  of  dead  sheep  have  marked  to  passing 
nations  the  folly  of  such  attempts.  The  ])roject  of  sour- 
crout  has,  indeed,  one  circumstance  attending  it  that  gives 
me  pleasure — I  understand  the  contract  is  given  to  one  of 
the  worthiest  men  in  the  conmiunity  ;  at  the  same  time  such 
magazines  are  new  in  my  notions  of  war ;  it  may  be  a  pro- 
per preparation  for  a  Russian  army,  but  I  believe  English 
soldiers  will  hardly  be  delighted  with  such  griping  food. 
The  project  of  calcining  ice  into  gunpowder  is  not  more 
truly  ridiculous  1 

1  shall  suppose,  then,  for  a  moment,  that  war  with  Ame- 
rica is  really  necessary  ;  yet,  will  any  man  allege,  after  such 
gross  mismanagement  in  every  part,  that  these  are  the  pro- 
per men  to  carry  it  on  ?  Has  there  been  consistency  in  any 
part  of  their  conduct  ?  Has  one  scheme  they  have  ofTered 
succeeded  ?  Has  not  every  one  produced  a  contrary  elTect  ? 
Have  they  not  been  told  so  at  the  time  of  passing  their 
various  laws  ?  Have  they  been  checked  in  any  of  their 
intentions  ?  Has  any  uncommon  accident  of  wind  or  wea- 
ther been  unfavourable  ?  Can  our  affairs  be  possibly  in  a 
worse  situation  ?  Do  they  state  ani^  rational  plan  of  ways 
and  means,  by  which  we  are  to  extricate  oui-selves  ?  If,. 
after  answering  all  those  questions  in  the  spirit  of  truth  and 
justice,  this  House  will  still  persist  in  supporting  such  feeble 
Ministers  of  so  mighty  an  empirej  I  must  submit  to  a  ma- 
jority, but  with  this  melancholy  consolation  :  when  the  day 
of  tribulation  shall  come,  that  at  least  my  feeble  endeavours 
were  not  wanting  to  prevent  the  impending  mischiefs  ;  nor 
has  my  voice  been  lent  on  any  occasion  in  support  of  op- 

f)ression.  Other  gendemen,  of  a  contrary  opinion  to  me, 
lave  declared  they  give  their  opinion  for  more  coercive 
measures,  from  motives  the  most  pure  and  disinterested:  I 
declare  I  give  my  opinion  against  them  from  the  sincerest 
belief  they  are  oppressive  and  unjust.  I  am  now  at  an  age 
when  my  character  must  be  fully  known.  A  conduct  in 
life  that  has  not  flattered  the  passions  of  men  must  have 
frequently  called  forth  the  examination  of  many  with  keen 
resentments ;  but  I  here  defy  any  man  to  say  I  was  ever 
actuated  by  interested  motives  during  the  course  of  my  life. 
My  conduct  at  present  is  influenced  from  a  conscientious 
belief  that  the  greatest  good  any  man  can  perform  is  to  pre- 
serve institutions  favourable  to  the  freedom  of  mankind  ;  the 
greatest  evil  they  can  commit  is  to  destroy  them.  In  that 
belief  I  heartily  vote  for  the  amendment,  and  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power  oppose  this  sanguinary  Address. 

Mr.  Rice  said  generally,  that  the  conquest  of  America 
was  a  popular  measure  in  England. 

Lord  Stanley  rose,  in  the  name  of  the  freeholders  of  Lan- 
cashire, to  avow  the  addresses  from  Manchester,  Sic,  which 
he  was  well  persuaded  was  the  sense  of  the  freeholdei-s  at 
large. 

Mr.  Temple  Luttrell.  Sir,  we  might  reasonably  suppose 
that  the  Ministers  who  had  a  hand  in  fabricating  this  volu- 
minous speech  would  be  impatient  to  obtain  our  approba- 
tion and  thanks,  as  representatives  of  the  community  in 
general,  in  the  name  of  die  people  of  Great  Britain,  who 
are  our  actual  constituents ;  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
America,  who,  as  they  tell  us,  are  our  virtual  constituents. 
Those  evil  counsellors  wlio  have  so  long  poisoned  the  ear  of 
the  Sovereign,  would  now  make  us  believe  they  have  per- 
verted his  principles  also ;  they  wish  us  to  consider  the 
Speech  before  you  as  conveying  his  Majesty's  own  senti- 
ments. Sir,  we  know  that  to  bo  impossible.  Our  King  is 
too  humane,  and,  besides,  too  well  acquainted  with  the  his- 
tory of  this  country  and  its  Constitution,  with  the  memoirs 
of  the  Stuart  race,  and  of  his  own  illustrious  House,  to  im- 
bibe the  despotick  doctrines  here  imputed  to  him.  His  Ma- 
jesty knows,  that  whenever  either  of  the  three  estates  of  this 
empire,  or  the  whole  in  conspiracy  together,  shall  arrogate 
power  to  which  they  are  incompetent — such  as  infringing 
the  original  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  in  any  part  of 
the  British  dominions — it  is  the  exertion  of  such  power,  not 
the  resistance  to  it,  which  constitutes  rebellion.  If  this  be- 
not  the  case,  the  glorious  Revolution  was,  above  all  rebel- 
lions upon  record,  the  most  atrocious. 

We,  who  are  the  deputies'  of  the  people,  assembled  to- 
gether from  the  different  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs  of 
the  kingdom,  ought  faithfully  to  impart  to  his  Majesty  the 
real  wishes  and  dispositions  of  his  subjects.  As  the  first 
counselloi-3  of  the  Crown,  it  is  our  peculiar  province  to  ad- 
vise and  direct  his  Majesty  on  every  national  emergency  like 
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the  present.     But,  sir,  in  order  to  qualify  us  so  to  do,  affec- 
tion to  our  King,  obligation  to  our  country,  and  sober  wis- 
dom, all  combine  in  requiring  the  closest  and  most  deliberate 
discussions,  and  the  deepest  researches  into  the  true  bias  of 
the  times,  previous  to  the  offering  up  any  address  to  the 
Throne  wiiatever.     An  address  at  such  a   crisis  as  this, 
upon  such  important  and  decisive  matters,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  a  mere  |X)int  of  etiquette,  or  personal  compliment 
to  our  Sovereign  ;  if  it  could,  there  is  not  a  member  of  this 
House  would  be  more  forward  in  duty  and  obsequiousness 
than  myself.     Are  we  not  totally  ignorant  of  the  real  state 
of  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  ?     Sir,  the  sense  of  so- 
ciety at  large  is  not  to  be  ascertained  by  the  signature  of  a 
score  of  Provincial  corporations,  under  corrupt  ministerial 
influence ;  it  is  not  to  be  ascertained  by  the  voice  of  reple- 
tion and  revelry,  by  a  few  mistaken  individuals,  brought  to- 
gether under  the  hospitable  roof  of  a  great  Baron's  castle. 
Sir,  within  those  battlements  Kings  are  not,  nowa-days, 
made  or  unmade,  [alludin;;  to  the  famous  Earl  of  Warwick, 
who  alternately  deposed  Henry  VI,  and  Edward  IV;]  it  is 
not  to  be  ascertained  by  the  cry  of  a  few  Tory  justices, 
ductile  magistrates,  huddled  together  by  their  creator,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County,  to  approve  of  proscriptions 
and  proclamations,  devised  in  councils  where  he  himself 
takes  the  lead  as  President.     Sir,  I  will  tell  the  noble  Lord 
who  spoke  last,  that  if  the  people  of  Lancaster,  Liverpool, 
and  Manchester,  ^-erc  the  oracles  of  British  law  and  policy, 
the  Electors  of  Hanover  had  never  swayed  the  imperial 
sceptre  of  this  realm.     I  admire,  however,  the  spirited  zeal 
and  consistency  of  the  addressing  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
England;    I  admire  their  firm  reverence  for  the  divine 
authority  of  Kings ;  their  defence  of  popery,  of  arbitrary 
government,  and  sword  law.     The  same   political  tenets 
which  now  fill  the  heads  of  these  loyal  addressers,  filled  also 
the  heads  of  their  townsmen  in  1745  and  1746.     Those 
heads  which,  being  impaled  over  Temph-bar  in  the  last 
Whig  reign,  were,  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent, when  a  mighty  Northern  Thane  came  into  office,  taken 
down  with  veneration,  and  are  now,  it  is  said,  enshrined  in 
a  certain  interior  cabinet,  where  a  right  honourable  household 
officer  in  my  eye,  and  others  of  the  White-Rose  junto,  fre- 
quently offer,  upon  a  bended  knee,  their  secret  orison  and 
incense. 

Sir,  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last,  and  the  right  honour- 
able member  who  preceded  him,  have  assured  you  that  the 
sense  of  this  country  is  against  the  Americans.  I  am  con- 
fident, as  well  from  the  intelligence  I  have  been  able  to 
procure  from  a  multitude  of  pei-sons  widely  different  in  sta- 
tion and  description,  as  by  my  own  remarks  in  the  progress 
of  many  a  journey  through  the  interior  of  this  Island  during 
the  summer  season,  that  the  sense  of  the  mass  of  the  people 
is  in  favour  of  the  Americans.  They  think  that  the  provo- 
cation given  by  a  rash  and  insufficient  Ministry  to  the  Co- 
lony ot  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  lawless  and  oppressive  exac- 
tions, enforced  by  famine,  devastation,  and  slaughter,  at  length 
constitutionally  justified  an  appeal  to  arms.  A  very  learned 
judge,  who  now  does  signal  honour  to  the  coif,  assures  us,  in 
his  excellent  book  of  Commentaries,  that  every  freeman  is 
warranted  in  the  use  of  arms  for  defence  of  his  rightful  pos- 
sessions and  liberty.  And  that  great  luminary  of  his  pro- 
fession. Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt,  in  pronouncing  judgment 
on  the  memorable  case  of  Tooly  and  Dekins,  says :  "  When 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  is  invaded,  it  is  a  provocation  to 
ail  the  subjects  of  England."  Where,  then,  will  these 
grievances,  this  civil  war  and  carnage,  terminate  ?  I  shall 
now  borrow  the  words  of  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  in  the  last 
age,  to  express  my  astonishment  that  a  nation  sick  at  heart 
as  ours  is,  should  wear  so  florid  a  countenance.  But,  sir,  is 
it  not  that  hectick  bloom  which  is  frequently  found  to  ac- 
company a  radical  decay  of  the  constitution,  or  rather,  some 
artificial  beautifier  spread  over  the  surface  of  a  cadaverous 
substance  for  popular  show  and  delusion  ?  We  have  here- 
tofore found  it  expedient,  when  this  kingdom  has  been 
shaken  to  its  foundation  from  one  extremity  to  the  other,  as 
,it  now  actually  is ;  when  the  original  compact  between  the 
governing  power  and  the  subject  has  been  differently  con- 
strued, and  in  danger  of  being  totally  dissolved  ;  I  say,  sir, 
that  the  Commons,  in  Parliament  assembled,  have  found  it 
expedient  to  inquire,  in  the  first  place,  into  the  actual  state 
and  condition  of  the  nation  in  general  ;  for  this  we  have  a 
leceut  precedent,  almost  within  the  memory  of  man,  not 


strictly  speaking  in  the  Journals  of  the  Parliament,  but  in 
the  Journals  of  a  national  and  constitutional  assembly,  which 
has  done  more  good  than  all  your  Parliaments  since  the 
days  of  Henry  III  put  togetlier,  which  restored  and  esta- 
blished, on  a  firm  basis,  the  Protestant  religion  and  civil 
liberties  of  the  people,  and  which  brought  in  the  amiable 
families  of  Nassau  and  of  Brunswick  to  maintain  that  reli- 
gion, and  to  protect  us  in  the  enjoyment  of  those  liberties; 
1  mean,  sir,  the  Convocation  or  Congress  in  the  year  1688, 
whose  acts  and  resolutions  ought,  like  the  leaves  of  the 
sybils  of  old,  to  be  sanctimoniously  reverted  to,  at  all  times 
of  state  perplexity  and  peril.  I  therefore  desire  that  the 
motion  made  at  the  opening  of  this  Congress,  commonly 
called  the  Convention  Pariiament,  and  which  was  the 
groundwork  of  the  Revolution,  be  now  read. 

The  motion  was  then  read,  which  stands  upon  the  Jour- 
nals ill  the  following  words:  "That  the  House  do  appoint 
a  day  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  and  conduion  of 
the  nation  ;"  which  motion  passed  nem.  con.  for  the  Mon- 
day following. 

I  now  move  you,  sir,  that  this  House  do  appoint  a  day 
to  take  into  consideration  the  present  stale  and  condition  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies,  in  order  to  ground  there- 
upon an  affectionate  and  dutiful  Address  to  the  Crown,  in 
an  answer  to  his  Majesty's  Speech  this  day  delivered  from 
the  throne. 

I  am  sorry  not  to  see  the  honourable  member  who  pro- 
posed, and  so  ably  supported  this  Arfldress,  now  in  his  seat, 
or  I  flatter  myself  he  would  acknowledge  his  motion  prema- 
ture, and  admit  of  the  necessity  to  take  the  preliminary  step 
of  ascertaining  the  temper  and  resources  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  Colonies,  in  order  to  address  his  Majesty  with  good 
effect ;  when  we  shall,  I  trust,  open  his  eyes  to  the  mani- 
fold impositions  put  upon  his  royal  confidence,  by  some 
dark  and  dangerous  parricides,  ambushed  too  near  the  throne, 
and  help  him  to  restore  that  peace,  good  order,  and  liappi- 
ness,  throughout  all  his  dominions,  without  which  it  is  im- 
possible that  he  can  continue  to  reign  over  us  with  security; 
or  that  so  pious  and  benevolent  a  Prince  as  he  is,  though  he 
wears  the  most  brilliant  diadem  in  Christendom,  can  make 
it  sit  easy  on  his  brow. 

General  Conway  apologized  for  opposing  the  King's  ser- 
vants, but  thought  it  his  duty  to  oppose  this  Address, 
because  it  approved  of  the  American  war.  He  condemned 
that  war  as  cruel,  unnecessary,  and  unnatural ;  called  it  a 
butchery  of  his  fellow-subjects,  to  which  his  conscience  for- 
bade him  to  give  his  assent.  Though  joined  with  the  King's 
servants,  he  detested  that  principle  of  implicitly  supjjorting 
every  measure  of  Government ;  and  was  severe  upon  those 
officers  of  the  Crown  who,  because  they  are  linked  with 
others  in  Administration,  think  they  are  bound  to  wade 
through  thick  and  thin  with  their  colleagues.  He  demand- 
ed, with  an  emphasis,  what  was  the  state  of  the  British 
empire  in  America  1  Called  upon  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  ribbon  [Lord  North]  to  give  it,  or  at  least  to  lay  some 
information  of  the  state  of  aflairs  in  America  before  the 
House.  Asked  Administration,  what  part  of  America  was 
to  be  called  their  own  ?  Is  Canada  youi-s  ?  he  said ;  is 
Halifax  yours  ?  At  this  time,  is  even  Boston  yours  ?  It 
is  reported,  that  Boston  is  to  be  abandoned,  \^'hel•e,  then, 
are  the  troops  to  be  landed  in  the  spring?  Are  they,  hke 
the  first  emigrants  from  this  country,  to  sail  along  the  coast 
till  they  find  a  place?  He  reprobated  the  idea  of  conquer- 
ing America,  declared  explicitly  against  the  right  of  taxa- 
tion, and  wished  to  see  the  Declaratory  Law  repealed,  since 
so  bad  a  use  had  been  made  of  it.  He  declared  his  con- 
science forbade  his  assent  to  the  butchery  of  the  Provincials, 
and  therefore  he  firmly  protested  against  the  Address. 

Lord  George  Germaine  replied,  in  favour  of  the  Ad- 
dress ;  but  did  not  say  anything  new,  except  that  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  General  Burgoyne,  who  said,  that 
notwithstanding  the  distresses  and  obstacles  the  King's 
troops  met  with,  they  were  zealous  and  determined  in  de- 
fence of  their  country. 

Captain  James  Luttrell.  Sir,  I  confess  that  I  do  not 
feel  much  surprise  at  the  inflammatory  language  of  some 
gentlemen  opposite  to  rae,  for  I  am  persuaded,  from  the  vin- 
dictive, cruel,  and  oppressed  measures  tliey  have  recom- 
mended and  pursued  towards  our  fellow-subjects  in  America 
during  the  recess  of  Parliament,  they  determine  to  stake  the 
prosperity  of  both  countries  to  their  own  emolument  and 
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revenge,  and  at  every  risk  to  endeavour  to  keep  their  places 
as  long  as  they  can,  without  attending  to  reason,  humanity, 
justice,  or  good  policy;  therefore,  with  them,  as  with  the 
mercenary  and  necessitous,  it  may  be  in  vain  to'  argue,  for 
they  will  probably  be  found  as  callous  to  conviction  as  the 
leaders  of  Administration  are,  who,  instead  of  being  con- 
vinced of  the  fatal  errors  they  have  already  been  guilty  of,  by 
the  most  horrid  scenes  of  bloodshed,  seem,  with  equal  rash- 
ness to  be  precipitating  the  Colonies,  the  West-India  Is- 
lands, this  country,  and  all  its  dependencies,  into  every 
species  of  wretchedness,  poverty,  disorder,  and  distress,  that 
can  render  us  miserable  or  contemptible  abroad.  But,  sir, 
a  chance  still  remains  that  we  shall  be  able  to  avert  these 
impending  dangers  ;  it  is,  that  we  may  meet  protection  from 
the  independent  gentlemen  o{ England,  and  from  those  who 
have  been  deceived  by  the  misrepresentations  of  such  artful 
and  designing  men  as  1  shall  endeavour  to  mark,  by  sepa- 
rating the  voice  of  faction  from  that  of  truth.  We  have 
found,  sir,  by  woful  experience,  from  which  side  of  the 
House  misinformation  has  hitherto  come.  The  noble  Lord 
and  his  adherents,  to  obtain  the  supjrort  of  those  whom  no 
private  interest  or  party  zeal  could  bias,  assured  us  in  the 
last  session  of  Parliament,  with  plausibility  too  sufficient  to 
impose  upon  such  as  neither  doubted  their  integrity,  nor 
were  aware  of  the  enthusiastick  spirit  for  liberty  which  at 
that  time  prevailed  throughout  all  America,  that  "the  dispute 
was  by  no  means  of  the  alarming  nature  gentlemen  appre- 
hended ;  that  it  was  a  contest  between  a  single  Province 
and  this  country;  that  the  Americans  in  general  were  friends 
to  Government,  and  waited  but  the  arrival  of  a  single  regi- 
ment to  manifest  their  approbation  of  measures  which,  we 
were  told,  were  just,  politick,  and  necessary,  and  eventually 
would  prove  successful.  The  noble  Lord  had  not  a  single 
doubt  but  that  peace,  reconciliation,  and  good  fellowship 
would  take  place  speedily,  happily,  and  without  bloodshed : 
but  he  assured  us,  if  the  contest  continued,  we  stood  upon 
ground  that  would  enable  us  to  enforce  by  arms  an  acquies- 
cence with  those  laws  we  had  a  right  to  impose ;  that  the 
Insurgents  neither  merited  jjrotection  from  this  nor  from  that 
side  the  water,  for  they  had  added  the  crime  of  the  highest 
ingratitude  to  illegal  resistance ;  that  the  late  war  was  an 
American  war,  undertaken  merely  for  their  protection  and 
support,  which  had  involved  this  country  in  a  heavy  debt, 
and  now  they  refused  to  contribute  to  it ;  in  short,  that  the 
contest  was,  whether  New-England  or  Old-England  should 
get  the  better ;  though  I  fear  this  will  prove  the  most  losing 
game,  on  both  sides,  that  ever  was  played  ;  for  no  penetra- 
ting eye  yet  can  discern  if  the  victors  or  the  vanquished  will 
eventually  be  the  greatest  sufferers.  Sir,  a  right  honourable 
member,  too,  who  enjoys  a  very  beneficial  employment,  told 
us,  for  our  comfort,  that  our  fellow-subjects  in  America  were 
indiscriminately  a  race  of  cowards ;  that  they  would  not 
abide  the  resolves  of  the  Congress,  nor  ever  be  brought  to 
face  General  Gage's  Army.  Sir,  with  language  like  this, 
dressed  in  the  best  attire  of  eloquence  to  render  it  persua- 
sive, and  the  temporary  bait  of  three  shillings  land  tax,  (of 
which,  I  fear,  we  may  take  our  leave  forever,)  have  Adminis- 
tration endeavoured  to  lull  gentlemen  into  a  political  lethar- 
gy ;  if  with  success,  I  hope  they  will  awake  at  this  critical 
moment,  and  pause  at  least  before  they  concur  further  in 
measures  which  must  render  us  a  nation  bankrupt  in  men, 
in  treasure,  and  in  consequence.  Now,  sir,  what  did  we 
learn  from  this  side  of  the  House,  and  from  some  gentlemen 
near  me  of  rank,  property,  character,  and  integrity  ?  Why, 
that  Administration  were  either  very  ill-informed  themselves, 
or  meant  to  deceive  us  ;  that  the  dispute  was  unfortunately 
of  a  more  serious  tendency  than  probably  any  gentleman 
had  formed  an  idea  of;  that  it  was  by  no  means  what  the 
noble  Lord  represented — a  partial  dispute  between  a  single 
Province  and  this  country;  but  the  manly,  firm,  laudable, 
and  constitutional  efforts  of  free-bom  subjects  to  preserve, 
at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  that  liberty  with  which  their  fore- 
fathers emigrated,  and  which  have  been  hitherto  (long  may 
it  continue  so)  the  natural  produce  of  this  soil ;  that  the  late 
acts  of  Parliament  respecting  ^men'ca  were  reprobated  from 
one  end  of  that  Continent  to  the  other,  as  the  most  arbitrary 
violation  of  the  liberties  of  mankind  in  general,  and  of  their 
rights  and  privileges  as  English  subjects  in  particular,  which 
they  would  never  sacrifice  to  the  pride,  ambition,  or  perse- 
cution of  any  set  of  Ministers  whatsoever.  Now,  sir,  by 
truth's  fair  lest,  let  the  foes  as  well  as  the  friends  oi  America 


be  judged.  Was  the  dispute  of  the  trifling  nature  Govern- 
ment represented,  and  are  the  Americans  so  easily  to  be 
vanquished  ?  Have  they  not  hitherto  conformed  to  the  re- 
solves of  the  Congress  as  minutely  as  to  any  laws  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth  ?  Will  they  not  fight  in  a  just  cause  ?  and 
may  they  not  even  be  provoked  to  face  General  Gage's 
Army  ?  In  short,  sir,  has  not  the  notorious  fallacy  of  every 
argument  of  Administration,  in  the  course  of  a  very  few 
months,  been  made  manifest  to  the  universe  ?  But  I  am 
aware  it  will  bo  said  by  some,  that  the  Americans  are  neither 
exonerated  from  the  charge  of  ingratitude,  nor  an  attempt 
to  became  an  independent  State.  To  these,  1  answer,  that 
these  are  assertions,  weak  and  absurd  as  those  I  have  reca- 
pitulated, and  will  equally  fail  in  proof;  for  you  must  either 
deny  that  America  is  like  any  other  mercantile  nation,  which 
derives  its  wealth  and  consequence  from  commerce ;  or  ad- 
mit that,  without  one  ship  of  force  to  boast  of,  she  must,  for 
the  present  at  least,  and  probably  for  a  century  to  come, 
seek  the  protection  of  some  great  maritime  power,  or  be  sub- 
ject every  day  to  have  her  coasts  insulted,  or  her  trade  de- 
stroyed, by  the  most  piratical  petty  States  that  can  boast  a 
moscheto  fleet,  in  the  like  manner  they  now  unfortunatelv 
and  unjustly  experience  from  the  formidable  navy  of  Eng- 
land, whose  interest,  as  well  as  duty,  it  is  to  protect  and 
defend  them.  Sir,  on  the  score  of  ingratitude,  I  must  ob- 
serve, that  where  great  nations,  like  France  and  England, 
ever  jealous  of  the  power  of  each  other,  feel  themselves  in 
a  situation  to  take  up  arms,  they  will  not  be  long  finding  an 
occasion  ;  but  it  so  happens  that  the  first  hostilities  previous 
to  the  late  war  commenced  in  Asia,  not  in  America ;  the 
battle  of  Arcot  was  fought  by  Lord  Clive  (then  Captain 
Clive)  against  the  French ;  that  of  Tritchinopoly  by  Major 
Lawrence,  and  a  powerful  fleet  ordered  to  India,  under  the 
command  of  the  Admirals  Watson  and  Pocock,  before  the 
French  were  known  to  have  committed  any  encroachments 
on  the  Ohio.  But,  sir,  the  Ministers  of  those  days,  in  every 
respect  very  unlike  the  present,  regarded  America  as  a  mine 
of  inestimable  value  to  this  country,  and  were  therefore 
tenacious  of  every  acre  of  that  possession.  They  had  spirit 
enough  to  resent  the  insults  of  foreign  powers,  and  wisdom 
enough  to  see  the  importance  of  the  contest ;  that  it  was 
not  merely  whether  you  would  suffer  the  French  to  harass 
our  fellow-subjects  in  America,  which  humanity  or  justice 
ought  to  have  forbade  their  acquiescence  in,  but  that  it  was 
of  no  less  moment  than  whether  the  Colonies  should  remain 
dependant  upon  England,  or  become  an  appendage  to  the 
Crown  o{  France. 

Sir,  the  French,  at  that  time,  were  not  only  masters  of 
the  best  fortresses  and  most  accessible  harbours  in  America, 
but  of  a  vast  tract  of  territory  there,  exclusive  of  the  great 
possessions  of  the  Indians,  whom  they  had  artfully,  poli- 
ticly, and  industriously  gained  over  to  their  religion  and 
interest ;  by  whose  assistance  they  defeated  your  army  under 
General  Braddock,  and  would  probably  have  become  mas- 
ters of  the  country,  had  you  not  fortunately  intercepted 
their  reinforcements,  and  beat  them  at  sea.  Sir,  the  advan- 
tages you  derived  from  that  victory,  to  the  fatal  hour  in 
which  you  madly  threw  them  away,  I  will  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  to  enumerate,  though  they  are  very  many 
that  fall  within  the  scope  of  my  superficial  knowledge.  I 
will  only  say,  that  in  addition  to  the  increase  of  some  mil- 
lions, annually,  to  your  publick  stock,  the  wealth,  prosperity, 
and  consequence  of  your  West-India  Islands  are  all  derived 
from  America.  She,  sir,  has  furnished  them  with  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  and  with  almost  every  kind  of  store  fitting  to 
carry  on  their  works.  She  has  taken  in  barter  their  rum 
and  molasses ;  the  sugars  have  been  mostly  sent  to  this 
country,  and  the  net  produce  of  them  circulated  amongst 
us.  Now,  sir,  the  planter  may  seek  a  distant  market  for  his 
commodities.  He  must  purchase  his  stores  with  specie,  at 
vast  disadvantage.  Part  of  his  plantation  will  be  turned 
into  provision  grounds,  and  the  losses  he  daily  sustains  by 
this  unfortunate  dispute  will  inevitably  increase  every  hour 
it  continues. 

But  I  expect  to  be  told,  as  we  were  last  year,  that  these 
are  imaginary  grievances,  temporary  inconveniences,  and 
short-lived  distresses.  Here,  sir,  admitting  that  the  late  war 
was  undertaken  merely  for  the  support  and  advantage  of  the 
Americans,  then,  sir,  to  them  we  fortunately  owe  the  great 
and  flourishing  state  of  this  nation  at  its  conclusion.  How 
unlike,  sir,  was  that  war  to  the  present.     It  was  constitu- 
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tional,  honourable,  popular,  prosperous,  and  glorious.  This, 
sir,  is  unnatural,  unjust,  unprofitable,  cruel,  and  lyvengefu!. 
It  commenced  in  ignorance  and  despotism,  and  is  pursued 
\\ilh  a  rancour  bordering  u])on  madness,  which  can  end  at 
best  but  in  the  destruction  of  your  Colonies,  with  the  loss 
of  your  troops.  Then,  sir,  aw  die  lives  of  the  bravest  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  this  or  any  other  country  ever  produced, 
the  only  tribute  that  can  satiate  the  blind  passion  and  re- 
venge of  Administration  ?  Why  will  they  not  relax  a  little, 
and  be  satisfied  to  entnist  the  execution  of  their  bloodthirsty 
measures  to  such  as  are  better  suited  to  the  temper  and  dis- 
position of  their  employers — I  mean  their  favourite  army 
of  bi"oted  Canadians  and  Roman  Catholick  marines,  now 
raising  in  Ireland,  and  fitting  for  such  laudable  purposes  ? 
They,  sir,  are  the  natural  enemies  of  both  countries]  and 
if  they  prove  successful,  will  be  ready  to  obey  llic  first  beck 
of  their  masters,  and  return  with  swords  stained  in  the  blood 
of  every  American  Province,  to  enforce  either  the  Declara- 
tory Act,  a  Popery  Bill,  or  any  arbitrary  assessment  of  Ad- 
iniuistralion  in  irelaml ;  for  we  have  been  told,  by  very  pre- 
vailing authority,  [Mr.  Rigl>y  and  Mr.  Charles  Jcnkinson,] 
that  the  establishment  of  their  Parliament  does  not  preclude 
us  from  taxing  them,  which  we  may  and  ought  to  do  when- 
ever we  judge  proper  ;  for  that  the  Irish  had  the  power  to 
make  by-laws,  but  nothing  more.  Indeed,  the  Minister  of 
that  House  of  Commons  insists  that  this  is  but  the  rash 
opinion  of  some  individuals,  not  that  of  Government.  I  wish 
he  may  be  right ;  for  1  fear  the  Whigs  and  Protestants  of 
that  country  would  be  able  to  make  but  a  faint  resistance 
against  such  an  army.  Which  way  they  might  probably  be 
next  disposed  of,  I  will  not  venture  to  foretell.  But  how- 
ever pleasing  or  beneficial  the  smiles  or  friendship  of  Minis- 
ters may  be,  it  is  with  a  heartfelt  satisfaction  I  reflect  that  I 
differ,  as  widely  in  principle  as  in  politicks,  from  a  set  of 
men  whose  aim,  I  am  afraid,  is  the  subversion  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  whose  delight  appears  to  be  in  blood,  and  in  de- 
stroying the  peace  of  millions. 

Colonel  Barre  entered  minutely  into  the  particulars  and 
consequences  of  the  summer  campaign  ;  described  the  situ- 
ation of  the  King's  forces  as  on  a  wen  or  little  excrescence 
of  land,  blocked  up  within  the  town  o{ Boston,  and  the  fleet 
not  even  master  of  the  river  in  which  it  lies.     He  drew  a 
conclusion,  that  if  an  army  of  twenty-two  thousand  of  our 
forces,  with  twenty  thousand  Provincials,  and  a  fleetxif 
twenty-two  sail  of  the  line,  with  more  than  as  many  frigates, 
were  three  years  in  subduing  Canada,  though  completed 
every  spring,  what  little  prospect  could  there  be  for  ten 
thousand  men  to  effect  the  conquest  of  all  America.     He 
told  the  Minister,  that  as  he  expected  but  little  information 
irom  him,  he  would  give  him  some:  That  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  a  Major  Caldwell,  who  was  settled  on  a, large 
estate  in  Canada,  who  assured  him  that  the  Canadians  were 
not,  by  any  means,  to  be  driven  into  the  war ;  that  he  had 
jried  the  arts  of  persuasion  in  vain  ;  that  he  assembled  about 
rtwelve  hundred  of  them  together,  who  came  with  large 
sticks,  but  had  concealed  four  hundred  fire-locks  in  the 
woods,  which  they  were  determined  to  make  use  of  against 
the  English,  if  they  forced  them  to  take  either  side.     He 
said  that  General  Carleton  and  Lord  Pitt  were  within  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  Jeremiah 
Ihiggan,  a  Ijarber,  who  was  now  a  Major  in  the  Provin- 
cials.   He  laid  the  blood  of  his  gallant  friend  Colonel  Abcr- 
crombie,  at  the  Minister's  door — a  man  whom  particular  cir- 
cumstances, which  he  could  not  then  mention,  but  which 
the  noble  Lord  was  well  acquainted  witii,  should  have  se- 
cured from  such  a  fate.     He  added,  as  to  himself,  he  stood 
there,  it  was  true,  an  humble  individual,  brought  into  Par- 
liament with  reluctance  on  his  own  part,  by  the  hand  of 
friendship  ;  that  his  Majesty  thought  proper  to  call  him  into 
his  service ;  but  when  the  matter  of  general  warrants  was 
discussed  in  the  House,  and  his  conscience  directed  him  to 
oppose  the  measure,  (which  he  modestly  did  by  a  silent 
vote,)  a  younger  officer  was  purposely  put  over  his  head,  as 
an  intimation  that  his  services  were  no  further  necessary.  He 
retired,  widiout  repining,  on  a  scanty  pittance,  as  he  would 
have  done  to  the  most  mortifying  stale,  without  a  murmur. 
His  Majesty  again  thought  proper  to  call  him  into  his  ser- 
vice, and  made  him  one  of  the  joint  Vice-Treasurers  of  Ire- 
land, which  he  held  but  a  short  time,  owing  to  change  of 
both  men  and  measures.     Since  that  time,  he  had  retired 
with  the  name,  indeed,  of  Colonel ;  yet,  in  truth,  simply 


but  Mr.  Barre.  He  desired  the  noble  Lord  before  him  to 
say  if  be  had  ever  solicited  the  smiles  of  Government ;  nay, 
Ministers  had  empowered  him,  since  the  last  session,  to  say 
more,  but'lie  should  be  silent. 

In  touching  on  the  War  Office  arrangements  in  America, 
he  said,  though  he  had  lost  one  eye  in  America,  he  had  still 
one  military  eye  left,  which  did  not  deceive  him.  Tlie^me- 
ricans  had  been  called  cowards ;  that  the  noble  I^ord  at  the 
head  of  the  Admiralty  had  wantonly  raked  up  the  ashes  of 
a  deceased  Admiral,  to  confirm  his  hasty  assertion  ;  but  now 
he  had  sent  for  a  living  Admiral  home,  to  give  the  departed 
one  die  lie.  As  to  cowards,  they  were  certainly  the  great- 
est to  his  knowledge;  for  the  Forty-Seventh  Regiment  of 
Foot,  which  behaved  so  gallantly  at  Bunker  s  Hill,  (an  en- 
gagement diat  smacked  more  of  defeat  than  victory,)  the 
very  corps  that  broke  the  whole  i'VtnfA  column,  and  threw 
them  in  sucii  disorder  at  the  siege  of  ^ucbcck,  were  three- 
parts  composed  of  these  cowards.  He  would  not  say  much 
of  himself  in  a  military  capacity,  to  give  weight  to  this 
account  ;  yet  it  could  not  but  be  flattering  to  him  to  reflect 
that  the  dead  M^oJfe  and  the  living  Amherst  honoured  him 
with  their  esteem.  He  animadverted  widi  great  severity  on 
the  Minister  having  said,  some  time  ago,  that  if  Parliament 
would  give  him  the  men  and  the  money  he  asked,  he  would 
immediately  pilot  them  safe  through  this  American  storm. 
He  then  ridiculed  the  absurdity  of  General  Gage's  signing 
the  flowery  answer  to  General  Washington's  clear  and  manly 
letter :  affirming  that  the  letter  was  not  the  composition  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  but  that  he  was  compelled  to 
father  it  by  superior  powei-s :  he  was  a  good  officer,  but  a 
plain  man.  He  spoke  highly  of  General  Howe  and  of  Gene- 
ral Washington.  He  observed,  that  he  and  his  friends  were 
held  up  as  the  leaders  of  faction  ;  that  the  conversation  of 
Ministry  with  each  other  was,  which  of  them  should  go  to 
the  Tower  first ;  but  this  they  regarded  not.  Oppose  the 
King,  they  could  not  wish  to  do,  for  their  ancestry  seated 
his  family  on  the  throne ;  but  to  carry  their  point  against 
the  present  unfeeling  Administration,  he  would  readily  go 
to  the  block.  He  concluded  with  a  recommendation  to 
the  Minister,  to  embrace  the  present,  the  only  moment  tole- 
rated by  Heaven,  for  an  accommodation  with  the  Ameri- 
cans :  if  they  were  driven  a  step  further  in  resistance,  the 
whole  ^wen'can  continent  was  lost  forever.  He  said,  as  he 
had  mentioned  General  Gage's  letter,  a  quotation  from  it 
might  now  supply  him  with  a  general  inference,  with  which 
he  would  conclude,  as  a  seasonable  memento  to  Adminis- 
tration :  "  Be  temperate  in  political  disquisition ;  give  free 
operation  to  truth  ;  and  punish  those  who  deceive  and  mis- 
represent ;  and  not  only  the  effects  but  the  causes  of  this 
unhappy  conflict  will  be  removed." 

Lord  Barrington  answered  Governour  Johnstone  and 
Colonel  Barre,  and  denied  the  disaffection  of  the  officers, 
&;c.,  and  assured  the  House  that  they  would  receive  satis- 
factory accounts  to  the  contrary,  in  seven  or  eight  days. 

Mr.  Wcdderburn  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  the  importance  of 
the  present  subject  of  debate  is  confessed  on  all  hands,  and 
that  importance  must  plead  my  excuse  for  trespassing  upon 
the  patience  of  the  House  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  night. 
Indeed,  were  I  not  emboldened  by  the  former  indulgence 
of  this  Assembly,  which  has  so  greatly  exceeded  my  de- 
serts, I  should  have  remained  content  with  a  silent  vote. 
But  however  much  I  think  myself  called  upon  to  express 
the  genuine  dictates  of  my  heart,  (for  such  1  would  always 
be  understood  to  deliver  in  this  place,)  I  will  obey  the  first 
hint  from  this  House,  and  yield,  as  an  inconsiderable  indi- 
vidual, to  the  sense  of  a  body  of  men  whom  I  so  much  re- 
vere. 

Sir,  aftei;  premising  that  I  do  not  consider  this  Ad- 
dress as  merely  complimentary,  but  as  marking  out  the 
general  line  of  conduct  that  we  mean  to  follow  in  this  great 
national  question,  I  must  observe  that  the  gendcman  who 
spoke  last,  [meaning  Colonel  Barre,]  either  did  not  under- 
stand the  force  of  his  own  arguments,  or,  understanding 
their  force,  did  not,  from  the  premises  which  he  had  laid 
down,  choose  to  draw  any  conclusion.  What  he  could  not 
or  would  not  do  for  himself,  I  will  do  for  him.  I  will  sup- 
pose his  own  state  of  the  case.  I  will  supposo  Boston  aban- 
doned, Halifax  taken,  Canada  reduced,  and,  in  a  word, 
America,  for  the  present,  lost.  What  is  the  inference  to  bo 
drawn  from  these  premises  ?  Not,  surely,  the  pusillanimous 
alternative  proposed  by  Opposition ;  neither  the  dastardly 
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relinquishment  oi  Atmrica,  nor  a  fruitless  plan  of  accommo- 
dation. The  former  would  little  suit  the  magnanimity  of  a 
British  Senate,  animated  by  the  sacred  fire  caught  from  a 
high-s])irited  people  ;  the  latter  would  be  as  ineffectual  as 
inglorious,  and  without  example  in  the  history  of  mankind. 
Relinquish  America !  What  is  it  but  to  desire  a  giant  to 
shrink  spontaneously  into  a  dwarf?  Relinquish  America, 
and  you  also  relinquish  the  West-Indies,  and  confine  your- 
self to  that  narrow  insular  situation,  which  once  made  you 
hardly  discernable  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  My  heart 
swells  with  indignation  at  the  idea.  Relinquish  America ! 
Forbid  it  ye  spirits  of  Edward  and  Henry,  whom  English- 
man once  held  in  veneration,  and  burned  to  imitate !  Forbid 
it  thou  spirit  of  Wolfe,  who,  if  thou  hast  any  consciousness 
of  thy  country's  wrongs,  blushest  to  see  a  companion  of  thy 
victories  so  tamely  give  up  thy  conquests. 

But  in  what  does  an  offer  of  accommodation  differ  from  a 
total  relinquishment?  The  consequences  of  such  an  offer 
amount  to  a  relinquishment.  Are  wc  not  exultingly  told 
of  the  triumphs,  of  the  rising  glories  oi  America  1  Admit 
them.  Can  such  a  state  be  a  time  for  reasonable  accom- 
modation ?  No  man  can  be  more  friendly  to  peace  than  I, 
but  I  would  have  an  honourable  and  adequate  peace ;  and 
in  order  to  obtain  it,  I  contend,  in  the  terms  of  the  King's 
Speech,  for  the  most  vigorous  exertions. 

Establish,  first,  your  superiority,  and  then  talk  of  nego- 
tiation. Did  Rome,  when  Hannibal  marched  triumphantly 
up  to  her  walls,  sue  for  peace  ?  She  had  more  wisdom  and 
spirit.  She  knew  the  moment  was  not  favourable,  and  would 
not  listen  to  any  propositions  till  the  tide  of  fortune  changed, 
and  commanded  such  an  ascendency  as  the  city's  courage 
and  j)erseverance  had  a  right  to  expect.  Why  should  we 
not  follow  so  bright  an  example  ?  Our  resources  are  greater, 
and  I  hope  our  spirit  and  constancy  are  not  less,  I  am  sure 
we  do  not  stmggle  against  such  fearful  odds.  I  own  that, 
from  fixed,  radical  causes  in  our  Constitution  and  form  of 
Government,  the  present  aspect  of  affairs  is  rather  inauspi- 
cious. But  when  did  fortune  smile  upon  us  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  war?  Ever  since  the  Constitution  has 
been  properly  balanced,  and  the  chief  weight  thrown  into 
the  scale  of  the  people,  time  has  been  requisite  to  rouse  the 
people,  to  rouse  this  assembly,  in  which  alone  the  voice  of  the 
people  can  be  clearly  distinguished  from  that  of  clamorous 
faction.  On  this  occasion,  indeed,  the  people,  seeing  a  party 
in  the  State  willing,  for  reasons  too  obvious  to  need  expla- 
nation, to  give  up  their  dearest  rights,  have  spontaneously 
stood  forth  in  support  of  their  just  claims,  and  convinced 
the  most  obstinate  stickler  for  American  independence,  that 
the  Minister  has  the  nation  with  him.  Opposition  has  con- 
fessed this  truth  ;  else  why  do  they  call  upon  the  Minister 
to  check  the  madness  of  the  people?  Many  respectable 
members  have,  in  enforcing  coercion,  declared  that  they 
speak  the  language  of  a  great  majority ;  and  several,  of 
every  one  of  their  constituents.  Has  Opposition  been  able 
to  say  as  much  ?  Not  a  syllable  of  this  nature  have  they 
uttered.  Why,  then,  do  we  hesitate?  Because  an  incon- 
siderable party,  inconsistent  in  their  own  politicks,  and 
always  hostile  to  all  government  but  their  own,  endeavour 
to  obstruct  our  measures,  and  clog  the  wheels  of  Govern- 
ment? Let  us  rather  second  the  indignant  voice  of  the 
nation,  which  presses  in  from  all  quarters  upon  the  Sove- 
reign, calling  loudly  for  vigorous  measures,  and  for  the  sup- 
pression of  faction.  Shall  we  be  deaf  to  its  call  ?  Sir,  we 
have  been  too  long  deaf;  we  have  too  long  shown  our  for- 
bearance and  long-suffering;  faction  must  now  be  curbed, 
must  be  subdued  and  crushed  ;  our  thunders  must  go  forth ; 
America  must  be  conquered.  Had  my  advice  been  taken, 
(and  gentlemen  insinuate  that  it  is  taken  too  much,)  the 
House  must  do  me  the  justice  to  own  tliat  a  much  more 
[wwerful  force  than  General  Gage  had  would  have  been 
sent  to  America.  But  it  is  not  yet,  1  apprehend,  too  late ; 
for  I  am  not  one  of  those  ill-boding  prophets  who,  from 
every  disaster,  augur  destructive  consequences,  and  whose 
prophecies,  like  those  of  antiquity,  contribute  more  than 
any  other  circumstance  to  their  own  completion.  I  hold 
it  dastardly  in  the  counsellor  of  a  great  and  mighty  empire 
to  encourage  despondence,  and  to  be  the  croaking  raven  of 
future  mischiefs  and  calamities.  Tu  ne  cede  malis,  sed 
contra  audentior  ito  fortiaque  advcrsis  opponito  pectora 
rebus ;  exert  your  courage  in  proportion  to  the  difficulties 
to  be  surmounted ;  and,  like  your  own  oaks  in  the  ocean, 


rise  superior  to  the  storm.  Such  is  tlie  language  of  the 
genuine  friend  oi  England ;  such,  I  am  persuaded,  is  the 
language  expected  from  us  by  a  gallant  nation,  whose  spirit, 
instead  of  being  depressed,  is  only  roused  by  adverse  acci- 
dents. Shall  we  stand  as  a  mound  in  the  way  of  this  tor- 
rent, which  has  hitherto  borne  down  all  opposition  ?  Sir,  I 
do  not  approve  of  that  policy  that  would  repress  plebeian 
haughtiness,  as  it  is  called,  and  check  that  pride  of  empire 
with  the  idea  of  which  the  souls  of  our  common  people 
swell,  feeling  their  own  importance. 

"Our  lowest  mechanicks,  (it  has  been  urged,)  now  talk 
fiimiliarly  of  our  subjects."  And  why  should  they  not  ? 
Feeling  their  own  consequence,  why  should  they  not,  like 
freemen,  give  free  course  to  tlieir  thoughts?  However 
lightly  this  spirit  may  be  now  prized,  it  is  what  has  raised 
England  to  the  great  and  glorious  state  which  she  now 
occupies.  Do  you  imagine  that  the-  allurement  of  six 
pence  a  day  fills  our  armies,  mounts  a  breach,  or  lakes  a 
battery  of  cannon  ?  No,  sir ;  we  owe  all  this  to  the  fer- 
ment of  youthful  blood,  to  the  high  spirit  of  the  people,  to 
a  love  of  glory,  and  a  sense  of  national  honour.  Let  us 
cherish  so  noble  a  principle,  and  we  shall  soon  feel  the  good 
effects  of  its  operation.  This  principle  it  was  that  fi-e- 
quently  humbled  the  pride  of  France,  that  formeHy  ruined 
the  Spanish  armada,  and  lately  baffled  the  Bourbon  con- 
federacy ;  the  principle,  in  short,  that  lately  crushed  every 
power  that  ever  had  the  temerity  to  encounter  your  col- 
lected rage.  View  the  state  of  England  in  Elizabeth's 
reign,  and  learn  fortitude  from  her  example.  Was  not  Ire- 
land disaffected  and  rebellious  ?  Did  not  plots  and  conspi- 
racies exist  within  the  realm?  And  was  she  not  pressed 
from  without  by  the^most  powerful  Monarch  then  in  Eu- 
rope 1  Yet  she  did  not  listen  to  pusillanimous  counsels ; 
not  a  word  was  heard  of  accommodation.  What  was  tiie 
event  ?  Her  firmness  and  magnanimity  excited  that  of  her 
subjects,  and  they  laid  her  enemies  prostrate  at  her  feet. 
In  similar  circumstances,  what  was  the  conduct  of  William 
III.,  whom  the  abetters  of  America  affect  to  prize  so  highly, 
and  who,  indeed,  was  a  great  and  magnanimous  Prince? 
Though  engaged  in  a  consuming  war  upon  the  Continent ; 
though  embarrassed  with  a  dangerous  rebellion  in  Ireland; 
though  menaced  with  an  invasion  by  France ;  pressed  with 
real  conspiracies  at  home,  and  opposed  by  a  powerful  party 
in  Parliament  ready  to  tear  him  from  his  throne,  at  least 
infinitely  more  hostile  to  him  than,  I  hope.  Opposition  is  to 
his  present  Majesty, — he  stood  unshaken  in  the  storm,  and 
the  invincible  constancy  of  the  people  saved  him  from 
shipwreck. 

What  happened  within  our  own  memory  ?  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  war,  did  not  every  packet  bring  us 
the  news  of  defeats  in  America  7  Were  we  not  accustomed 
there  to  as  many  defeats  as  battles  ?  Even  the  mighty  Ge- 
neral Washington  himself,  with  his  redoubted  riflemen,  was 
vanquished  by  the  Indians  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  Dis- 
asters attended  our  arms  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  ;  the 
East-Indies  were  almost  lost,  and  the  Company  bankrupts ; 
Hanover  was  reduced ;  the  Hanoverians  were  obliged  to 
stand  neutral ;  our  only  ally  stood  trembling  on  the  brink 
of  destruction  ;  Minorca  was  taken  ;  we  were  beat  at  sea, 
(our  own  element,)  and  a  universal  dread  of  an  invasion 
had  seized  the  people.  Did  this  assembly  then  yield  to 
the  suggestions  of  fear  ?  Though  opposed  by  the  greatest 
powers  in  Europe,  it  stood  firm  and  resolute,  and  communi- 
cated its  fortitude  to  the  whole  empire.  Everybody  knows 
the  event.  Who,  then,  with  such  a  picture  before  his  eyes, 
can  be  so  dastardly,  or  so  weak  and  wicked,  as  to  advise  an 
infamous  relinquishment  of  America,  or  an  equally  infamous 
accommodation  ?  Whoever  imagines  that  the  thunders  of 
our  Navy  may  be  set  at  defiance  by  a  single  cohorn  and  a 
shifting  battery  of  a  single  gun,  may;  but  I  will  not,  till  I 
hear  more  cogent  arguments,  till  it  is  proved  to  me  that  the 
experiment  has  been  made,  and  has  been  successful.  Nor 
will  I  readily  believe  that  our  fleets  may  be  set  on  fire  in 
the  great  rivers  of  America  by  floating  rafts  of  combustibles 
till  1  am  convinced  that  the  Americans  are  more  darin^nd 
intrepid  than  English  sailors,  and  that  they  will  pursu^Ris 
plan  with  more  art  and  more  courage  than  the  Canadians 
did  last  war  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  The  Americans 
are  said  to  be  formidable  from  the  enthusiasm  with  which 
they  are  inflamed.  It  may  be  so ;  but  I  trust  that  there  is 
a  spirit  in  British  troops  that  will  be  a  full  match  for  all 
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their  enthusiasm.  At  least,  nothing  has  hitherto  happened 
in  America  that  gives  the  least  ground  for  a  contrary  sus- 
picion. 

Much,  indeed,  has  been  said  of  our  corruption  and  dege- 
neracy, and  still  more  of  the  heroism  and  rising  glories  of 
America.  What,  then,  is  become  of  those  heroes  who,  ten 
years  ago,  made  England  the  arbitress  of  Europe  1  I  hope 
they  are  not  all  extinct,  and  that  their  fire  is  not  yet  quenched. 
I  hope  they  did  not  exhaust  all  their  vigour  in  the  last  war, 
but  left  a  little  to  their  posterity,  to  keep  us  in  countenance 
during  the  present  contest.  Was  it  ever  heard  before,  that 
a  nation  confessedly  distinguished  for  every  virtue,  civil  and 
military,  should  have  lost  them  all  in  so  short  a  space  of 
time,  and  become  totally  corrupt  and  degenerate?  The 
supposition  is,  at  least,  improbable.  Let  me  look  around. 
Methinks  I  recognise  faces  that  assisted  in  the  deliberations, 
aye,  and  in  the  campaigns,  of  the  last  war.  Let  us,  then, 
assume  a  little  courage,  and  not  give  ourselves  up  as  lost, 
because  a  few  gentlemen  choose  to  be  jocular,  for  they  can- 
not seriously  think  what  they  speak.  They  cannot  seriously 
think  that  Heaven  h.is  wrought  a  miracle  in  favour  of  the 
risin'T  glories  oi  America,  and  suddenly  converted  a  nation 
of  heroes  into  cowards.  They  will,  at  least,  except  them- 
selves, that  they  may  be  thought  the  only  persons  capable 
of  saving  this  sinking  land.  This,  indeed,  they  with  great 
modesty  affirm,  and  I  cannot  see  what  other  reason  they 
had  for  making  England  undergo  such  a  wondrous  meta- 
morphosis— a  metamorphosis  which  has  not  only  affected 
our  hearts  and  made  us  cowards,  but  also  weakened  our 
understandings  and  reasoning  faculties.  Sir,  our  lawyers, 
•pace  tua  dixerim,  nam  tua  res  agitur,  our  lawyers  are  the 
woi-st  statesmen  in  the  worid ;  our  lawyers,  if  you  believe 
these  sagacious  gentlemen,  are  totally  incapable  of  all  poli- 
tical discernment.  And  why  are  they  incapable  ?  Autos 
epha,  these  prophets,  as  they  would  be  thought,  these  oracles 
have  said'  it ;  and  what  further  proof  can  you  desire  ?  To 
be  serious,  if  a  lawyer  is  a  sorry  politician,  it  is  the  fault  of 
the  man  and  not  of  tlie  profession.  To  be  a  complete 
lawyer,  it  is  necessary  for  a  man  to  have  the  most  liberal 
and  extensive  education,  to  be  a  master  not  only  of  our 
own  history  and  Constitution,  but  of  the  history  and  Con- 
stitution of  all  European  States,  as  well  as  of  ancient  King- 
doms and  Republicks.  To  acquire  any  degree  of  eminence, 
he  must  be  thoroughly  versed  in  our  own  municipal  laws, 
and  in  everything  that  affects  publick  or  private  property. 
With  all  this  acquired  knowledge,  he  must  be  possessed  of 
an  intuitive  quickness  of  discernment,  to  separate  truth  from 
falsehood,  and  by  practice  must  have  improved  this  faculty 
into  a  habit  approaching  to  nature  ;  and,  as  Cicero  held  that 
none  but  a  good  man  can  be  a  complete  orator,  so  I  hold 
that  none  but  a  good  man  can  be  a  complete  lawyer.  See, 
then,  how  many  qualities  of  a  politician  he  derives  from  his 
profession,  or  rather,  of  how  few,  if  of  any,  he  is  destitute. 
Do  not  imagine  that  I  am  here  arrogantly  describing  myself; 
I  am  too  well  acquainted  with  my  own  defects  to  be  so 
presumptuous ;  I  only  plead  the  cause  of  a  profession  of 
which  I  am  an  unworthy  member,  and  which,  without  in- 
cluding its  present  luminaries,  has  produced  as  many  great 
men,  I  had  almost  said,  as  all  the  other  professions  taken 
collectively,  certainly  more  than  any  one  of  them  singly ; 
of  a  profession  which,  from  its  nature,  seems  peculiarly  cal- 
culated for  expanding  the  human  mind,  for  giving  it  scope 
for  its  utmost  exertions,  and  for  training  legislators  and 
statesmen.  If  not  from  among  the  lawyers,  whence  will 
you  take  your  politicians  ?  From  the  order  of  country 
gentlemen  ?  Their  profession  is  to  attend  to  the  culture  of 
their  lands,  to  take  care  of  the  game,  and  of  their  hounds 
and  horses.  From  the  order  of  the  nobility  ?  They  stand 
in  the  same  predicament  as  the  country  gentlemen.  From 
the  order  of  merchants  or  physicians?  The  latter  have 
studied  the  preservation  and  reparation  of  the  human  body, 
and  the  former  the  preservation  and  reparation  of  their  own 
fortune.  Each,  I  own,  may  have  treasured  up  political 
knowledge  as  an  ornament  or  an  amusement,  but  cannot 

#it  as  a  necessary  requisite  to  his  condition  of  life, 
lawyer,  alone,  asserts  as  his  peailium,  as  a  property 
inseparable  from  his  station,  this  most  perfect  branch  of 
ethicks,  the  science  of  legislation,  and  of  regulating  the 
commonwealth.  He  may  never  be  called  to  this  arduous 
task,  but,  if  called,  and  a  complete  lawyer,  he  is  qualified, 
and  is  not  the  less  fit  for  his  own  employment  when  he 


descends  from  a  publick  to  a  private  station.  In  short, 
politicks  are  in  no  shape  incompatible  with  his  profession ; 
the  smiles  or  frowns  of  a  Minister  may  sometimes  increase 
or  diminish,  but  cannot  destroy  his  practice.  Not  so  with 
the  soldier :  when  he  forsakes  the  war  of  swords  for  the 
war  of  tongues,  and  commences  a  candidate  for  civil  instead 
of  military  fame,  he  frequently  becomes,  if  unsuccessful,  a 
pernicious  member  of  society.  I  wish  the  same  observation 
were  not  applicable  to  the  other  orders  that  I  have  men- 
tioned ;  and  that,  soured  by  disappointment  and  urged  by 
want,  they  did  not  proceed  to  unjustifiable  lengths,  but  pre- 
serve that  moderation  and  decorum  for  which  lawyers,  not 
past  the  Chancellorship,  have,  from  the  permanence  of  their 
business,  been  hitherto  distinguished.  Of  publick  charac- 
tei-s,  I  know  none  more  dangerous  than  a  disappointed  poli- 
tician by  profession.  He  is  ever  restless,  ever  plotting; 
constantly  thwarting  Government  in  laudable  no  less  than 
in  blameable  plans.  Would  to  God  the  present  age  were 
less  fertile  of  this  breed,  and  that  the  people  addressing  the 
Sovereign  had  less  reason  to  brand  them  as  the  primary 
authors  of  our  present  calamities.  Pudet  hac  approbria 
nobis  et  did  potuisse  ct  non  potuisse  refelli. 

Mr.  Burke  rose  at  ten  o'clock,  and  spoke  for  near  two 
houi-s.  He  repeated  some  expressions  of  Lord  North,  on 
American  affairs,  some  time  since  ;  such  as,  that  he  would 
bring  the  Americans  to  his  feet,  &:c.,  and  contrasted  them 
with  the  late  events  in  America,  which  caused  a  good  deal 
of  laughter.  He  then  drew  their  serious  attention  to  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  affairs.  He  compared  the  Americans  to  a 
people  who  had  emancipated  themselves,  and  described  the 
mother  country  as  a  piratical  disturber  of  the  ports  and  trade 
of  the  Colonies.  He  spoke  largely  on  the  disgrace  brought 
upon  the  British  arms,  by  being  cooped  up  a  whole  cam- 
paign in  Boston,  by  those  who  had  been  called  an  undisci- 
plined cowardly  rabble.  He  strongly  represented  the  danger 
to  Great  Britain  in  carrying  on  the  American  war :  and 
concluded  with  advising  the  Minister  no  longer  to  make 
England  appear  like  a  porcupine,  armed  at  all  points  with 
Acts  of  Parliament,  oppressive  to  the  trade  and  freedom  of 
America ;  but  to  show  a  friendly  countenance,  and  to  meet 
the  Colonists  with  open  arms. 

Mr.  Fox  described  Lord  North  as  the  blundering  pilot 
who  had  brought  the  nation  into  its  present  difficulties.  Ad- 
ministration, he  said,  exult  at  having  brought  us  into  this 
dilemma.  They  have  reason  to  triumph.  Lord  Chatham, 
the  King  of  Prussia,  nay,  Alexander  the  Great,  never  gained 
more  in  one  campaign  than  the  noble  Lord  has  lost — he  has 
lost  a  whole  Continent.  Although  he  thought  the  Ameri- 
cans had  gone  too  far,  and  were  not  justifiable  in  what  they 
had  done,  yet  they  were  more  justifiable  for  resisting,  than 
they  would  have  been  had  they  submitted  to  the  tyrannical 
acts  of  a  British  Parliament ;  that  when  the  question  was, 
whether  a  people  ought  to  submit  to  slavery,  or  aim  at  free- 
dom by  a  spirited  resistance,  the  alternative  which  must 
strike  every  Englishman  was,  the  choice  of  the  latter.  He 
took  occasion  to  speak  of  his  father,  and  the  fluctuation  of 
Ministers  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  war.  He  de- 
clared his  father  was  Secretary  of  State  only  four  months, 
and  finding  himself  without  power,  and  merely  a  nominal 
Minister,  he  did  as  every  man  of  spirit  should  do  on  such  an 
occasion,  he  gave  up  his  place.  He  then  applied  this  ob- 
servation to  the  noble  Lord  on  the  Treasury  bench,  and  in 
a  very  pointed  manner  intimated  that  it  was  high  time  a 
change  of  men  took  place,  that  a  change  of  measures  might 
accompany  it.  He  took  occasion  to  mention  the  political 
distinctions  of  Whig  and  Tory,  and  describing  the  present 
Ministers  as  enemies  to  freedom,  declared  they  were  Tories. 
He  made  a  comparison  between  the  conduct  of  Administra- 
tion and  the  conduct  of  America,  showing  the  weakness,  the 
error,  and  the  imprudence  of  the  fomier,  and  the  firmness, 
the  spirit,  and  the  just  pursuits  of  the  latter.  He  combated 
the  argument  of  the  King's  Speech  which  inferred  that  Ame- 
rica aimed  at  independency ;  and  by  a  chain  of  reasoning 
he  showed,  that  to  be  popular  in  America  it  was  necessary 
to  talk  of  dependance  on  Great  Britain,  and  to  hold  that 
out  as  the  object  in  pursuit.  He  rallied  Lord  North  on  the 
rapid  progress  he  had  made  in  misfortune,  having  expended 
nearly  as  large  a  sum  to  acquire  national  disgrace,  as  that 
most  able  Minister,  Lord  Chatham,  had  expended  in  gaining 
tiiat  glorious  lustre  with  which  he  had  encircled  the  British 
name.     He  did  not  approve  of  everything  done  by  Lord 
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ChatJiam,hut  all  must  confess  his  great  and  surprising  talents 
as  as  a  Minister.  He  declared  opposition  to  be  cordially 
united  in  every  part.  He  i-etorted  on  Administration  for  their 
having  last  year  roused  the  younger  part  of  the  House  by 
their  appeals  to  the  spirit  of  Englishmen  to  enforce  vigorous 
measures,  and  asked  whether  that  spirit  was  discernible  in 
the  pitiful  party  of  the  military  sent  to  Boston,  or  in  the 
vigorous  measures  of  that  party  ;  declhring,  that  if  the  spirit 
the  Ministry  had  appealed  to  was  still  in  existence,  it  would 
not  be  possible  for  them  to  keep  their  places.  After  severely 
rebuking  them  for  endeavouring  to  shift  the  blame  from  them- 
selves to  General  Gage,  he  concluded  with  advising  Admi- 
nistration to  place  America  where  she  stood  in  1763,  and  to 
repeal  every  act  passed  since  that  period,  which  affected 
either  her  freedom  or  her  commerce. 

Lord  JSorth  said,  he  held  the  pity  and  contempt  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  [Mr.  Fox]  in  equal  indifference.  He 
declared  the  words  quoted  with  so  much  humour  by  another 
honourable  gentleman  [Mr.  Burke]  had  never  been  used  by 
him  in  the  sense  in  which  he  had  applied  them,  and  com- 
plained of  the  injustice  done  him  both  in  the  English  and 
American  newspapers,  by  printing  false  accounts  of  his 
speeches  in  Parliament.  Respecting  the  observations  made 
by  the  last  speaker  on  the  changes  in  the  Ministerial  Depart- 
ments at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  he  begged  the 
House  to  recollect,  that  though  the  men  were  changed,  the 
same  measures  were  pursued,  but  that,  for  his  own  part,  he 
wished  not  to  remain  a  day  in  office  after  he  was  thought 
inactive,  inattentive,  or  inconsiderate.  That  if  the  scheme  of 
repealing  every  American  act  passed  since  1763  was  adopted, 
there  was  certainly  an  end  to  the  dispute,  for  from  that  mo- 
ment America  would  be  independent  of  England.  That 
many  of  the  acts  were  framed  for  the  necessary  support  of 
the  superiority  of  the  mother  country,  on  points  in  which  her 
right  of  superiority  had  never  been  questioned  till  America 
was  refractory ;  that  all  the  acts  were  rather  acts  of  justice 
than  of  cruelty,  and  that  the  act  preventing  the  Colonies 
from  trading  with  other  countries,  which  _the  gentlemen  in 
opposition  made  so  much  route  about,  was  not  passed  till 
the  Colonies,  by  a  non-importation  agreement,  had  refused 
to  trade  with  England,  who  had  nurtured  them  to  their 
present  greatness,  and  had,  therefore,  on  the  principles  of 
gratitude  and  recompense,  an  exclusive  right  to  the  benefits 
of  their  commerce.  His  Lordship  then  said,  that  if  he  un- 
derstood the  meaning  of  the  words  Whig  and  Tory,  which 
the  last  speaker  [Mr.  Fox]  had  mentioned,  he  conceived  that 
it  was  the  characteristick  of  Whigism  to  gain  as  much  for 
the  people  as  possible,  while  the  aim  of  Toryism  was  to 
increase  the  prerogative.  That,  in  the  present  case,  Adminis- 
tration contended  for  the  right  of  Parliament,  while  the  Ame- 
ricans talked  of  their  belonging  to  the  Crown.  Their  lan- 
guage, therefore,  was  that  of  Toryism,  although,  through  the 
artful  designs  of  the  real  enemies  of  freedom,  the  good  sense 
of  the  people  of  England  was  endeavoured  to  be  misled, 
and  false  opinions  were  industriously  inculcated  throughout 
the  kingdom.  The  Speech  and  the  proposed  Address  tied 
the  House  down  to  no  point ;  it  could  not,  therefore,  be  of 
ill  consequence  to  carry  the  latter  to  the  Throne.  The 
measures  Administration  meant  now  to  pursue  were,  to  send 
a  powerful  sea  and  land  force  to  America,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  accompany  them  with  offers  of  mercy  upon  a  proper 
submission.  This  will  show  we  are  in  earnest,  that  we  are 
prepared  to  punish,  but  are  nevertheless  ready  to  forgive ; 
this  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  likely  means  of  producing  an 
honourable  reconciliation. 

Mr.  Dunning  was  against  the  Address.  He  had  heard  it 
was  the  intention  of  Administration  to  send  a  large  force  to 
America  to  compel  submission,  and  that  foreign  troops  were 
introduced  into  the  British  dominions  for  that  purpose.  He 
said  the  measure  ought  not  to  have  been  taken  without  the 
consent  of  Parliament.  Without  such  consent  he  perempto- 
rily pronounced  it  to  be  illegal.  To  this  was  to  be  added, 
not  only  the  disgrace,  but  the  bad  tendency  and  evil  con- 
sequences of  which  this  measure  might  be  productive,  if  suf- 
fered to  pass  into  a  precedent. 

Mr.  Attorney -General  Thurlow,  in  support  of  the  Address, 
declared  that,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  no  illegality  in  the 
measure  of  sending  Hanoverian  troops  to  garrison  the  for- 
tresses of  Gibraltar  and  Mahon,  and  therefore  that  no  bad 
tendency  or  evil  consequences  could  arise  from  it. 

Sir  A.  Fergusson,  Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Jolliffe,  and  Mr.  Free- 


man, spoke  likewise  for  the  Address,  and  Sir  Edward  Astleij 
against  it. 

At  four  in  the  morning,  the  question  being  put,  Tliat 
the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  ques- 
tion : 

The  House  divided.     The  Yeas  went  forth: 
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Tellers  for  the  Yeas  -f  ^'"^  ^""^y  ^^'^^pcr,  -     - 
iellcrslorthc  )(eas,|^j^_^^^^^^^    -     -     - 

Tellers  for  the  Noes,-SJ('"--gr^'       '     '     ' 
'  ( Mr.  Flumcr,     -     -     - 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  the  main  question  being  put : 

Resolved,  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty,  to  return  his  Majesty  the  thanks  of  this  House  for 
his  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an 
Address,  to  be  presented  to  his  Majesty  upon  the  said  Reso- 
lution. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  Mr.  Acland,  Sir  Ri- 
chard. Sutton,  Mr.  Lyttelton,  Mr.  Cornwall,  Mr.  Rice,  the 
Ijord  Stanley,  Mr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Solicitor-General  {Wedder- 
bum,)  Mr.  Jolliffe,  the  Lord  North,  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot,  Mr.  Charles  Townshend,  Mr.  Robinson,  Sir 
Charles  ffhitioorth,  Sir  Adam  Fergusson,  Mr.  Freeman,  and 
Lord  George  Germaine,  or  any  five  of  them ;  and  they  are 
to  withdraw  immediately  into  the  Speaker's  Chamber. 

Ordered,  That  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houses  of  Pariiament  be  referred  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee. 

Friday,  October  27,  1775. 

Mr.  Acland  reported  from  the  Committee  appointed 
yesterday  to  draw  up  an  Address  to  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty,  that  the  Committee  had  drawn  up  an  Address 
accordingly  ;  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
House ;  and  he  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was 
read,  and  is  as  foUoweth,  viz : 

"Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

"  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  return  your  Majesty  the  humble  thanks  of  this 
House  for  your  most  gracious  speech  from  the  throne. 

"  Permit  us,  sir,  to  assure  your  Majesty  that  we  have  long 
lamented  the  condition  of  our  unhappy  fellow-subjects  in 
America.  Seduced  from  their  allegiance  by  the  grossest  mis- 
representations, and  the  most  wicked  and  insidiouspretences, 
they  have  been  made  the  instruments  of  the  ambitious  and 
traitorous  designs  of  those  dangerous  men  who  have  led 
them,  step  by  step,  to  the  standard  of  rebellion,  and  who 
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have  now  assumed  the  powers  of  sovereign  authority,  which 
they  exercise  in  the  most  despolirk  and  arbitrary  manner, 
over  the  persons  and  properties  of  this  deluded  people. 

"  Your  faithful  Commons  took  a  sincere  part  in  your  Ma- 
jesty's benevolent  and  parental  desire  rather  to  reclaim  than 
to  subdue,  the  most  refractory  of  your  Colonies  ;  and,  excited 
by  your  Majesty's  great  example,  we  weie  anxious  to  pre- 
vent, if  it  had  been  possible,  the  effusion  of  the  blood  of  our 
fellow-subjects,  and  the  calamities  which  are  inseparable 
from  a  state  of  war.  We  still  hoped  that  your  Majesty's 
people  in  America  would  have  discerned  the  traitorous 
views  of  their  leaders ;  would  have  considered  how  ruinous 
even  their  success  must  be  to  themselves,  and  been  convin- 
ced that  constitutional  subjection  to  Great  Britain  is  the 
freest  and  happiest  condition  of  any  civil  society  in  the  known 
world  :  but  we  now  see,  with  indignation,  that  no  other  use 
has  been  made  of  the  moderation  and  forbearance  of  your 
Majesty  and  your  Parliament,  but  to  strengthen  the  prepa- 
rations of  this  desperate  conspiracy  ;  and  that  the  rebellious 
war,  now  levied,  is  become  more  general,  and  manifestly 
carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  independent 
empire. 

"  We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  entire  con- 
currence witi)  your  Majesty,  in  thinking  that  it  is  now  become 
the  part  of  wisdom,  and,  in  its  effects,  of  clemency,  to  put 
a  speedy  end  to  these  disorders,  by  the  most  decisive  exer- 
tions ;  and  that  we  learn,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  that, 
for  this  purpose,  your  Majesty  has  increased  your  naval 
establishment,  and  greatly  augmented  your  land  forces,  in 
such  a  manner  as  may  be  the  least  burdensome  to  your 
kingdoms ;  and  we  will  cheerfully  and  effectually  support 
your  Majesty  in  such  necessary  measures,  and  enable  your 
Majesty,  when  the  occasion  shall  require  it,  to  avail  youi-self 
of  the  friendly  offers,  which  your  Majesty  has  received,  of 
foreign  assistance.  We  thankfully  acknowledge  the  gracious 
considerations  which  induced  your  Majesty  to  send  a  part 
of  your  Electoral  troops  to  the  garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and 
Port-Mahon,  in  order  that  a  larger  number  of  the  establish- 
ed forces  of  this  kingdom  might  be  applied  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  its  authority  ;  and  we  are  bound  in  duty  to  return 
your  Majesty  our  particular  thanks  for  pointing  out  to  us, 
from  the  throne,  the  constitutional  resource  of  our  well- 
modelled  and  well-regulated  national  Militia,  which,  upon 
every  great  emergency,  cannot  fail  of  affording  security  to 
your  Majesty's  realm,  and  of  giving,  at  the  same  time,  ex- 
tent and  activity  to  your  military  operations. 

"  It  is  with  the  highest  satisfaction  and  gratitude  we  hear 
tlie  affectionate  declaration  of  the  father  of  his  people,  that 
when  the  unhappy  and  deluded  multitude  against  whom  this 
force  will  be  directed,  shall  become  sensible  of  their  error,  your 
Majesty  will  be  ready  to  receive  the  misled  with  tenderness 
and  mercy.  And  your  Majesty's  gracious  communication,  of 
your  intention  to  give  authority  to  certain  pereons  on  the 
spot,  to  grant  general  and  particular  pardons,  as  they  shall 
think  fit,  and  to  receive  the  submission  of  any  Province  or 
Colony  which  may  be  disposed  to  return  to  its  allegiance, 
demands  our  warmest  acknowledgment,  and  we  sliall  be 
ready  to  give  our  concurrence  to  such  measures  as  may  best 
contribute  to  carry  your  Majesty's  wise  and  humane  inten- 
tions into  execution. 

"  Every  motive  and  every  interest  that  can  animate  the 
hearts  of  loyal  subjects,  call  upon  your  faithful  Commons 
to  grant  to  your  Majesty  such  supplies  as  the  circumstances 
and  exigency  of  affairs  may  require ;  and,  being  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  security  of  every  benefit  and  advantage 
derived  to  tiie  conmierce,  the  manufactures,  and  the  naviga- 
tion, of  your  Majesty's  kingdoms,  from  the  American  Colo- 
nies, must  ever  depend  on  their  being  held  in  that  due  sub- 
ordination to  the  Legislature  of  Great  Britain  in  which  the 
Constitution  has  placed  them,  we  should  be  wanting  in  the 
duty  which  we  owe  to  our  constituents,  ourselves,  and  our 
posterity,  if  we  did  not  engage,  with  our  lives  and  our  for- 
tunes, to  support  this  great  and  important  cause,  in  which 
the  rights  of  your  Majesty's  Crown,  and  the  interests  of 
your  people  are  so  essentially  concerned;  and  we  hope  and 
trust  that  we  shall,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  put  such  strength 
and  force  into  your  Majesty's  hands,  as  may  soon  defeat 
and  suppress  this  rebellion,  and  enable  your  Majesty  to 
accomplish  your  gracious  wish  of  re-establishing  order,  tran- 
quillity, and  happiness,  through  all  the  parts  of  your  united 
empire." 


The  said  Address  being  read  a  second  time: 

Mr.  Hartley  pressed  I^ord  l^orth  to  declare  that  it  should 
be  understood  that,  agreeing  to  the  report  now  brought  uj) 
by  Mr.  Acland  sliould  not  be  deemed  a  full  and  decisive 
approbation  of  its  contents,  nor  preclude  the  House  in  any 
manner  from  taking  the  measures  recommended  in  it  into 
consideration  on  any  future  day. 

Mr.  Fielde  approvfti  of  this  caution  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  [Mr.  Hartley,]  and  thought  the  advice  extremely 
necessary. 

Sir  m.  W.  Ridley  said  he  had  gone  along  with  the  Mi- 
nister during  the  last  session,  upon  the  supposition  that  his 
information  regarding  America  was  authentick,  and  to  be 
depended  upon  ;  but  now  that  he  found  it  was  otherwise, 
he  went  away  last  night  without  giving  any  vote — a  conduct 
he  wished  to  avoid ;  and  therefore  he  called  upon  the  Mi- 
nister to  lay  sufficient  information  before  the  House,  that  gen- 
tlemen might  know  the  ground  upon  which  they  were  to 
proceed. 

Lord  North  declined  complying  with  these  requests ;  but 
said,  in  general,  that  the  Navy  and  Army  would  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  the  course  of  the  week ;  and  he  be- 
lieved that  either  of  the  days  appointed  for  that  purpose 
would  be  the  most  proper  time  for  stating  objections,  or 
framing  any  motion. 

Mr.  Powys  moved  to  recommit  the  Address,  in  order  to 
leave  out  what  related  to  the  Hanoverian  troops,*  viz : 
"  We  thankfully  acknowledge  the  gracious  considerations 
which  induced  your  Majesty  to  send  a  part  of  your  Electo- 
ral troops  to  the  garrisons  ot  Gibraltar  and  Muhon,  in  order 
that  a  large  number,"  &,c.  This  changed  the  debate  to  the 
general  subject  of  Arfierica. 

Mr.  Cornwall  entered  into  American  affairs.  He  ac- 
knowledged that  there  had  been  mismanagement  some- 
where ;  but  whether  by  the  Parliament,  in  not  granting  a 
sufficient  force ;  by  the  Ministry,  in  not  properly  applying 
the  forces  granted  ;  or  by  the  officers  who  had  the  command 
of  them,  in  not  exercising  them  effectually,  he  would  not 
then  assert ;  but  probably  it  might  one  day  afford  matter  for 
inquiry  in  that  House.  However,  he  could  not  avoid  saying 
thus  much  in  favour  of  Administration,  that  a  Minister  in 
this  country,  though  he  may  see  much  further  into  future 
events  than  the  rest  of  his  countrymen,  cannot  take  any 
great  step  without  having  the  cry  of  the  people  against  him. 
Had  Government  demanded  forty  thousand  men  last  session 
to  send  to  America,  Parliament,  perhaps,  would  not  have 
granted  them ;  but  now  that  the  nation  seemed  to  approve 
of  sending  a  sufficient  force,  he  did  not  doubt  of  success. 
He  then  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  conduct 
of  the  late  Lord  Holland,  when  Secretary  of  State,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  last  war,  in  allusion  to  what  had  been  said 
by  Mr.  Fox  the  night  before ;  and  concluded  by  attacking 
the  Duke  of  Grafton  for  his  desertion. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  vindicated  his  father,  and  defended  the 
noble  Duke ;  but  as  he  quoted  the  speech  the  noble  Duke 

*  On  this  subject  of  the  Hanoverian  troops,  the  arguments  were 
chiefly  Jirected  against  that  paragraph  in  the  Address  which  thanlcs  liis 
Majesty  for  his  graciiius  consideration  in  sending  part  of  his  Sectoral 
troops  to  garrison  tlie  fortresses  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca.  Those  who 
condemned  ihe  paragraph  argued  against  its  illegality,  its  being  expressly 
repugnant  to  the  Bill  of  Rights;  and,  above  all,  its  being  a  precedent  of  a 
most  alarming  and  dangerous  tendency,  as  it  recognized  a  power  in  the 
King  to  introduce  foreigners  into  his  British  dominions,  and  to  raise 
armies  without  the  previous  consent  of  Parliament.  It  was  defended  on 
a  variety  of  grounds:  First,  on  the  idea  that  the  paragraph  expressed 
nor  implied  no  approbation  of  the  measure ;  that  the  Bill  of  Rights  passed 
at  the  Revolution  was  a  declaratory  law ;  and  that  law,  to  uso  jMr.  Al- 
torney-Generul's  own  words,  embraced  no  part  of  the  Hrilisli  dominions 
beyond  the  limits  of  this  island;  that  the  necessity  of  the  measure  justi- 
fied it,  because  of  the  delay  it  might  occasion,  and  the  consequent  em- 
barrassment it  n)ight  bring  on  in  the  future  progress  of  this  business ; 
that  it  was  nothing  new,  for  six  thousand  Dutch  had  come  over  in  the 
year  1745  to  our  assistance,  without  any  such  previous  consent.  The 
gentlemen  in  Opposition  considered  the  paragraph  as  a  full  approbation 
of  the  measure;  whilst  the  friends  of  Administration  insisted  that  it  was 
no  more  than  a  compliment  to  his  Majesty's  good  intentions,  and  left  the 
measure  itself  a  matter  of  future  deliberation.  Mr.  IVedilerbuni  and 
Mr.  Dunning  had  a  long  conversation  upon  the  different  interpretations 
of  the  clause.  Very  few  of  the  speakers  confined  themselves  to  this  sin- 
gle point,  but  successively  beat  over  the  wide  ground  of  the  general  dis- 
pute with  .America.  The  Minister,  however,  quitting  his  ground,  left 
his  supporters  iiy  themselves,  and  fairly  owned  he  was  the  adviser  of  the 
paragraph,  and  that  he  was  firmly  persuaded  of  its  legality,  wisdom,  and 
expediency.  This  explanation  was  occasioned  by  his  being  pressed,  in 
ca.sc  the  Opposition  agreed  to  the  Report,  that  his  Lordship  would  agree 
to  review  the  proposition,  and  give  it  a  full  and  fair  discussion  on  some 
future  day,  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. — Par.  Uiat. 
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had  made  the  niglit  before  hi  another  House,  he  was  called  to 
order  by  the  House  and  by  tl;e  Speaker.  He  protested  that 
he  had  been  deceived  by  the  Ministry ;  he  had  been  taught 
to  believe  that  Government  had  so  many  friends  in  America 
that  the  appearance  of  a  few  regiments  there  would  give 
them  security  in  avowing  themselves ;  secure  an  obedience 
to  our  laws,  and  ensure  peace ;  that,  upon  this  principle,  he 
voted  for  sending  over  the  forces  last  session  ;  peace  was  his 
object  in  that  measure ;  but  now  that  the  Minister  declared 
himself  for  war,  he  could  not  but  object  to  his  proceedings. 
He  could  not  consent  to  the  bloody  consequences  of  so  silly 
a  contest  about  so  silly  an  object,  conducted  in  the  silliest 
manner  that  history  or  observation  had  ever  furnished  an 
instance  of ;  and  from  which  we  were  likely  to  derive  nothing 
but  poverty,  misery,  disgrace,  defeat,  and  ruin. 

Mr.  Henry  DunJas  (Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland)  said,  it 
would  be  ridiculous  in  Administration  to  recede,  or  to  listen 
at  present  to  conciliatory  measures,  whilst  America  was 
making  so  effectual  a  resistance;  that  all  Europe  would  say 
we  had  felt  our  inability  to  enforce  our  rights,  and  therefore 
were  glad  to  accommodate  matters  on  any  terms  ;  that  when 
we  had  regained  and  re-established  our  authority  there,  he 
would  be  happy  to  join  in  any  plan  for  the  better  and  more 
happy  government  of  that  part  of  the  empire.  He  said  it 
was  not  uncommon  for  Great  Britain  to  be  unsuccessful  in 
the  beginning,  and  victorious  in  the  progress  and  conclusion 
of  her  wars ;  and  that  he  was  not  at  all  dismayed  by  the 
gloomy  pictures  which  some  gentlemen  were  pleased  to 
draw  of  our  perilous  and  deplorable  situation.  He  conclu- 
ded with  an  attack  upon  Opposition,  which  he  executed 
with  great  good  humour. 

Governour  Johnstone  arraigned  the  conduct  of  Adminis- 
tration pretty  severely;  he  declared  that  he  was  certain  that 
the  Hanoverian  soldiei-s  could  not  be  tried  by  martial  law  for 
any  offences  ;  that  if  they  should  be  tried,  they  would  have 
an  action  in  Great  Britain  against  their  officers ;  and  that 
if  any  of  them  should  be  put  to  death  in  consequence  of  the 
sentence  of  a  court-martial,  those  who  gave  that  sentence 
would  be  guilty  of  murder,  according  to  our  laws.  He  insisted 
that  our  garrisons  abroad  were,  in  the  true  sense  of  tlie 
word,  a  part  of  this  kingdom,  and  he  was  against  the  para- 
graph, as  a  dangerous  precedent. 

The  Attorney-General  insisted  that  decency  demanded 
that  we  should  return  his  Majesty  thanks  for  the  considera- 
tions which  induced  him  to  take  the  step,  though  we  might 
afterwards  condemn  the  measure.  "  Suaviter  in  vrwdo,  sed 
foriiter  in  re"  should  ever  be  a  maxim  in  British  minds. 
He  declared  that  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  Bill  of  Rights 
did  not  forbid  the  introduction  of  foreign  troops  into  our  ter- 
ritories abroad  ;  that  it  only  mentioned  this  kingdom  ;  that, 
consequently ,  he  could  no  more  see  any  illegality  than  he 
could  danger  in  the  measure. 

Mr.  Charles  Mellish.  I  agree  with  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  that  every  Government  is  originally 
instituted  for  the  governed  ;  but  I  must  insist,  that  when  a 
Government  is  actually  formed,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
governed  to  submit  to  the  governours.  I  will,  however,  agree 
that  there  is  at  times  a  power  of  constitutional  resistance ;  and 
that  in  our  own  Government,  if  a  King's  Minister  oppressed 
the  body  of  the  people  by  repeated  acts  of  violence,  our  an- 
cestors had,  under  the  sanction  of  the  two  Houses,  attempted 
to  remedy  the  grievance.  I  will  also  admit,  that  if  Lords 
and  Commons,  at  the  will  of  any  King  or  any  Minister, 
could  so  far  betray  their  sacred  trust  as  to  tyrannize  over  the 
governed  in  such  a  manner  that  human  nature  could  not 
submit  to  the  tyranny,  (which  was  a  case  I  thought  scarcely 
possible  to  exist,  and  my  blood  run  cold  at  the  thoughts 
of  it,)  I  was  settled  in  my  principles ;  if  the  bulk  of  the 
people  concurred,  and  I  could  not  be  mistaken,  I  should 
oppose  the  appearance  of  a  Constitution  which  no  longer 
existed  ;  and  then  I  will  allow  that  any  new  Government  is 
better  for  the  governed.  But  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  con- 
sider, if  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  supported  by  the 
united  voice  of  the  people,  were  cautious  in  their  method  of 
opposing  the  King  alone,  how  much  more  ought  gentlemen 
to  be  cautious  in  attacking  the  sacred  Constitution  of  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons.  In  order  properly  to  consider  whe- 
ther such  a  case  existed,  we  must  look  for  its  signs.  Free- 
dom of  debate  in  Parliament  seems  to  me  the  great  touch- 
stone ;  and  I  dare  say  that  every  gentleman  who  hears  me 
will  be  of  my  opinion,  that  at  no  time  this  House  has  ever 
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enjoyed  more  freedom  of  debate  than  at  present ;  it  has  kept 
us  from  our  bud  till  five  this  morning,  and  may  j)robably 
keep  us  to  the  same  hour  this  night. 

Much  has  been  said  in  former  debates,  parliculariy  on  an 
equal  representation.  Indeed,  in  our  own  state  the  repre- 
sentation was  formed  originally  equal,  I  mean  in  the  time  of 
fVilliam  I.  It  was,  indeed,  a  representation  of  merely  the 
landed  interest.  Time  has  by  degrees  produced  so  total  an 
inequality  of  representation,  that  now  it  is  a  certain  fact, 
that  not  one-third  jiart  of  England  is  represented  in  Parlia- 
ment. Does  it  not  therefore  follow,  as  a  consequence,  that 
America  has  no  more  reason  to  complain  for  the  want  of  a 
representation,  than  two-thirds  of  the  people  of  England? 
Here  it  is  that  the  fiction  of  law  steps  in  to  the  relief  of  the 
subject :  it  declares  us  members  for  every  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's dominions,  and  consequently  for  America ;  it  has, 
therefore,  altered  the  ancient  principle  of  the  Constitution, 
which  said,  that  the  member  was  obliged  to  obey  his  con- 
stituents. Necessity  has  adopted  this  fiction  of  a  virtual 
representation,  and  it  is  now  become  our  duty  to  consult  the 
interest  of  the  kingdom  in  general,  in  preference  to  die  ad- 
vantage of  our  Borough  or  County. 

It  is  strange  that  reasonable  men  should  not  be  content- 
ed with  the  Government  of  the  country  in  which  they  live. 
I  shall  ever  maintain  that  I  am  bound  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution left  me  by  my  ancestors.  The  term  Constitution 
is,  indeed,  vague ;  it  is  continually  altering ;  like  the  human 
body,  new  particles  are  continually  Hying  from  it,  and  new 
particles  are  adding  to  it.  We  ought  from  time  to  time  to 
improve  the  Constitution,  or  reduce  it  to  its  first  principles, 
as  the  case  may  require,  but  not  by  violent  means.  I  hope 
and  trust  we  shall  never  again  fall  into  the  fatal  errors  of  the 
times  of  Charles  I,  when  every  man  thought  he  had  a  right 
to  set  up  his  new-fangled  ideas,  in  opposition  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  his  country ;  and  when  the  people  at  last  disco- 
vered the  miseries  they  had  drawn  on  themselves  by  their 
folly,  they  received  Charles  II  with  that  weakness  and  im- 
becility of  spirit,  that  they  lost  much  of  their  liberties. 

As  to  the  present  question,  I  think  Ministry  is  right  in  its 
measures,  and  am  satisfied  with  their  late  conduct.  Ame- 
rica has  formerly  submitted  to  the  right  of  taxation.  Many 
are  the  acts  passed  by  us,  submitted  to  by  them.  I  shall 
shortly  state  some  of  them.  We  have  asserted  our  rights 
not  only  in  the  navigation  acts,  and  the  internal  acts  of  the 
post  office,  by  9  Anne,  c.  10,  but  we  have  annihilated  in 
some  cases  their  own  acts  of  Assembly ;  for  by  7  and  8 
William  III,  we  have  declared  void  all  the  laws,  he,  made 
in  their  plantations,  which  were  repugnant  to  that  act,  or  to 
any  other  law  hereafter  to  be  made  in  this  kingdom.  The 
act  of  1 1  and  12  William  III,  c.  7,  made  for  the  suppression 
of  piracy,  in  its  13th  section  is  express.  The  words  are, 
if  any  of  the  "  Governours  in  the  said  Plantation,  or  any 
person  in  authority  there,  shall  refuse  to  yield  obedience  to 
this  act,  such  refusal  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  forfeiture  of 
all  and  every  the  charters  granted  for  the  government  or  the 
propriety  of  such  Plantation."  These  acts  were  made  in 
the  time  of  the  patron  of  our  liberties,  the  great  King  Wil- 
liam ;  even  the  charter  itself  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Massachusetts-Bay  now  so  eageriy  clamour  after,  is  not  their 
original  charter,  but  a  charter  crammed  down  their  throats 
by^he  great  King  William.  We  have  carried  our  legisla- 
tive power  still  farther  over  the  internal  police  of  America, 
and  America  has  submitted.  The  Colonies  allow  that  the 
Greenwich  Hospital  act,  of  7  and  8  William  III,  c.  21,  ex- 
tends to  them.  By  3  and  4  Anne,  c.  1 1 ,  we  have  forbidden 
their  selling  their  pitch  and  tar  trees  under  a  certain  growth, 
&;c.  By  5  George  II,  c.  22,  not  a  single  hat  can  be  ex- 
ported from  the  Colonies  anywhere.  And  by  7  George  II, 
c.  7,  we  have  altered  their  common  law  in  the  most  essen- 
tial of  all  points,  their  property,  in  the  teeth  of  their  own 
acts  of  Assembly.  For  the  more  easy  recovery  of  debts, 
even  if  due  to  ourselves,  we  have  made  their  lands  assets. 
And  to  close  the  whole,  by  13  George  II,  c.  7,  we  have 
made  foreigners,  who  inhabit  seven  years  in  the  Colonies, 
natives  of  'these  very  countries,  of  which  they  deny  us  the 
right  of  legislation.  ,  ■        , 

But  the^'mode  of  laying  the  late  taxes  has  been  objected 
to.  Yet  by  25  Car.  II,  c.  7,  we  have  laid  port  duties  on  the 
exportation  of  sugars,  under  the  express  regulation  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Customs  and  Treasury ;  and  by  I 
George  I,  c.  12,  we  have  ordered  those  duties  to  be  paid  into 
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the  exchequer ;  yet  these  duties  liave  never  been  complain- 
ed of  by  America.  But  the  chief  act,  on  which  the  greatest 
stress  n'lay  be  laid  as  to  this  point,  and  which  I  call  on  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  particularly  to  attend  to,  is  the 
G  George  U,  c.  13.  Hei-e,  exactly  as  in  the  case  of  the  pre- 
sent lea-duty,  we  "give  and  grant"  a  duty  on  foreign  rum 
imported  into  the  Colonies  ;  we  order  an  "  entr}',"  and  that 
the  "  rate  shall  be  paid  in  money  before  landing."  Thus, 
then,  America  has  submitted  to  internal  taxation  and  legis- 
lation, both  as  to  the  right  and  the  mode ;  and,  as  America 
has  submitted  to  the  law  of  Parliament  in  former  instances, 
1  am  for  enforcing  obedience  to  the  present  law.  Those 
I'entlenien  who  suspect  me  of  tyranny,  know  little  of  my 
disposition.  But  it  lias  been  said  by  some  gentlemen,  that 
foreign  States  accuse  us  of  being  engaged  in  a  silly  mea- 
sure. All  the  answer  1  shall  give  such  foreign  State  is,  to 
mind  its  own  business.  If  France  s.ays  so,  I  should  ask, 
w  here  is  the  policy  of  the  Corsican  expedition  ?  If  Spain, 
what  it  thought  of  the  coast  of  Barbary  1  Each  State  has 
enough  to  do  at  home  ;  and  if  each  private  member  of  this 
House  would  em])loy  himself  in  assisting  the  publick,  in- 
stead of  stating  to  the  House  private  grievances,  Great  Bri- 
tain would  reap  the  advantage. 

IMr.  Dunning  insisted,  that  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  only 
declaratory  of  rights  existing  prior  to  that  act,  that  therefore 
the  people  were  not  to  confine  their  claims  to  the  literal 
words  of  it,  but  to  recur  to  the  great  principles  upon  which 
that  declaration  was  made. 

Mr.  James  Grenville  deplored  the  state  of  our  national 
affairs,  and  was  convinced,  he  said,  that  nothing  but  misfor- 
tune could  be  the  consequences.  Let  the  Administration, 
said  he,  call  the  Pope  from  Rome,  the  Mufti  from  Constan- 
tinople, and  the-  High  Priest  from  the  Synagogue,  to  their 
aid  ;  let  them  put  the  assassinating  knife  in  the  hands  of  the 
slaves,  and  teach  them  to  butcher  their  masters  ;  yet  still  the 
event  will  be  ruinous  to  this  nation.  Suppose  America  con- 
quered, its  towns  destroyed,  its  fields  laid  waste :  we  must 
still  keep  up  a  large  standing  army  to  support  our  triumph. 
But  can  we  make  them,  in  such  a  state,  raise  money  suffi- 
cient to  pay  for  their  own  chains?  Can  we  make  them 
build  up  their  shattered  cities  by  force  ?  He  concluded  by 
showing,  with  much  feeling  and  propriety,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  throw  any  reflection  upon  the  conduct  of  his  late 
relation,  Mr.  George  Grenville,  with  regard  to  America. 

Mr.  William  Adam,  showed  that  the  Americans  would 
proceed  to  independence,  if  successful,  and  that  it  was 
therefore  absolutely  necessary  to  reduce  them.  He  enter- 
ed into  the  practicability  of  the  measure,  by  showing  that 
no  settled  form  of  Government  being  established  in  Ame- 
rica, all  must  be  anarchy  and  confusion  there,  and  that  all 
ought  to  be  regularity  and  order  at  home.  He  took  notice 
of  the  comparisons  which  had  been  made  between  our 
situation  and  that  of  Spain,  with  regard  to  the  revolt  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  said  the  cases  were  not  parallel.  He 
then  attacked  the  conduct  of  the  Opposition,  but  said  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  could  not  approve  of  that  of  the  Minis- 
try. He  described  the  operations  of  the  last  year  as  very 
inactive ;  found  fault  with  the  conciliatory  proposition,  and 
called  upon  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  Administration 
to  act  with  vigour.  He  praised  Lord  North  in  the  strongest 
terms  for  his  ability  and  publick  virtue,  but  accused  him  of 
■  indolence,  the  greatest  fault  a  Minister  could  be  guilty  of  at 
this  critical  juncture  !  He  told  him  the  time  for  action  was 
not  yet  over,  but  that  it  might  soon  pass  away  ;  begged  him 
therefore  to  rouse  himself,  and  to  act  with  the  ability  he 
possessed.  He  described  the  inactive  campaign  of  last 
summer  in  very  strong  colours ;  accused  him  for  allowing 
the  Congress  to  meet ;  asked  if  those  neglects  were  like  the 
conduct  of  a  great  Minister — like  the  conduct  of  that  man, 
who  had  seized  the  helm  in  a  storm,  and  was  not  to  quit  it, 
though  it  should  blow  a  hurricane  ?  From  the  spirited  ad- 
dress of  this  day,  he  hoped  for  a  more  vigorous  conduct,  and 
trusted  that  the  noble  Lord  would  not  allow  it  to  go  down 
to  posterity,  that  from  his  inactivity,  and  not  want  of  abili- 
ties, he  had  lost  Great  Britain  her  American  Colonies. 
Then  begging  pardon  of  the  noble  Lord,  he  assured  him 
and  the  House  that  he  had  not  said  tiiese  things  from  any 
licentious  spirit  of  railing,  but  from  a  sincere  love  for  this 
country,  and  a  desire  of  preserving  its  greatness. 

Lord  North  thanked  the  honourable  gentleman  for  the 
ability,  candour,  and  manliness  with  whicii  he  had  attacked 


him  ;  said  he  was  always  ready  to  listen  to  any  stricture 
upon  his  conduct,  even  when  it  came  from  malice ;  but 
when  it  flowed  from  so  pure  a  motive,  so  sincere  a  love  for 
his  country,  as  he  was  sure  that  honourable  gentleman  pos- 
sessed, it  could  not  fail  of  having  the  strongest  effect.  He 
pledged  himself  to  the  House,  that  he  would  proceed  with 
vigour  and  activity.  He  confessed  that  indolence  of  tem- 
per which  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Adam)  had  no- 
ticed, and  that  dislike  to  business,  but  declared  that  he  was 
forced  into  the  post  that  he  now  held  ;  that  stormy  and 
tempestuous  as  the  ocean  is  through  which  he  has  to  steer, 
he  would  never  of  his  own  accord  abandon  it  till  the  storm 
had  subsided.  He  acknowledged  he  had  been  deceived  in 
events,  but  that  he  had  adapted  his  measures  last  session  to 
the  then  state  of  affairs,  not  imagining  that  all  America 
would  have  armed  in  the  cause.  Administration  had  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  information  they  had  received  :  if  gentle- 
men were  in  possession  of  better  information,  why  did  they 
not  communicate  it?  He  said,  that  when  he  adopted  tlie 
necessary  plan  of  sending  Hanoverians  to  Gibraltar  and 
Port-Mahon,  he  had  not  a  doubt  of  the  legality  of  the  mea- 
sure ;  that  if  it  was  dreaded  as  a  precedent,  he  should  have 
no  objection  to  a  bill  of  indemnity.  If  he  had  waited  for  the 
meeting  of  Parliament,  our  troops  in  Gibraltar  and  Port- 
Mahon  could  not  be  brought  into  the  field  time  enough  to 
have  admitted  of  an  early  and  vigorous  exertion  of  our 
forces  against  the  Rebels.  That  if  we  suffered  by  the  war, 
America  would  suffer  much  more. 

He  answered  Mr.  Adam's  objection  to  his  conciliatory 
plan ;  said  it  was  the  measure  that  had  put  us  on  a  proper 
footing  with  regard  to  America ;  that  now  they  had  refused 
it,  their  intentions  were  easily  seen,  and  every  exertion  of 
force  was  justifiable  till  such  time  as  they  should  again  be- 
come obedient  to  this  Government ;  that  nothing  should  be 
wanting  on  his  part  to  bring  them  back  to  a  just  subordina- 
tion ;  that  now  it  was  impossible  to  treat  with  them,  until 
once  brought  back  to  a  due  obedience ;  that  there  was  no 
intention  to  oppress  them,  but  to  establish  in  America  the 
most  just,  mild,  and  equitable  Government.  He  had  as 
great  a  veneration  for  liberty  as  any  man  in  the  House ;  and 
he  hoped  the  Americans  were  too  brave  and  worthy  of  their 
ancestors,  to  hesitate  a  moment  in  their  choice  between 
slavery  or  war  ;  but  in  the  present  instance,  there  was  no 
question  of  slavery.  Their  friends  have  said  that  they  only 
wished  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  on  which  they  were 
in  1763.  He  wished  to  God,  if  it  were  possible,  to  put  the 
Colonies  on  that  same  footing.  Surely  America  would  not, 
without  money,  without  trade,  without  resources,  continue 
to  prefer  a  ruinous  war  with  Great  Britain  to  the  blessings 
of  peace,  and  a  happy  dependance  upon  her.  He  conclu- 
ded with  giving  a  pathetick  description  of  his  own  situation 
under  the  weight  of  Government,  though  surrounded  with  all 
the  power  and  pageantry  of  Administration ;  but  said  that 
in  spite  of  all  this  he  should  consider  himself  as  infinitely 
happy,  if,  in  the  last  moments  of  a  life  spent  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  he  could  say  he  had  done  anything  for  the 
support  of  a  Constitution  he  loved  and  admired,  and  of  the 
best  laws  that  ever  were  framed  for  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind. 

Colonel  Barre  observed,  that  the  noble  Lord  could  very 
calmly  bear  to  hear  his  faults  announced  from  some  quarters ; 
that  his  Lordship  stood  the  attacks  of  a  certain  northern 
dialect  with  a  very  good  grace,  but  he  was  instantly  shot 
dead  with  the  brogue ;  and  what  was  acknowledged  to  be 
extremely  candid  on  one  side  of  the  House,  was  downright 
malice  from  the  other.  He  accused  him  of  kissing  the  rod 
that  had  been  held  by  Mr.  Adam:  that  honourable  gentle- 
man, indeed,  had  held  it  with  much  grace  and  great  ability, 
but  he  believed  that  the  noble  Lord  had  other  reasons  ;  tliat 
an  honourable  friend  of  his  [Mr.  Burke]  had  often  exercised 
it  with  great  grace  and  much  ability,  and  yet  it  was  not 
kissed  by  the  noble  Lord  when  in  his  hands.  The  reason, 
he  said,  which  induced  all  America  to  take  up  arms  sooner 
than  the  noble  Lord  had  expected,  was  to  oppose  a  common 
enemy.  The  circumstance  put  him  in  mind  of  a  speech  made 
by  Marshal  Schomberg  to  the  British  troops,  as  they  were 
crossing  the  river  Boyne,  in  Ireland,  "Au  devoir  mes  enfans, 
voila  vos  cnnemis !"  As  to  his  Lordship's  declaration,  of 
being  "  forced"  into  the  office  he  now  holds,  he  said  it  might 
be  possible  that  his  Lordship  was  forced  into  it ;  but,  after 
the  glaring  proofs  he  has  given  of  inability  in  tliat  station, 
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he  could  not  believe  there  was  a  man  in  the  nation  weak 
enough  to  force  him  to  continue  in  it ;  and  as  his  Lordship 
found  the  office  so  burdensome,  so  thorny,  and  so  wretched, 
he  had  such  an  opinion  of  the  good  nature  and  generous 
disposition  of  many  gentlemen  who  sat  round  him,  that  he 
did  not  believe  one  of  them  would  refuse  to  ease  his  Lord- 
ship of  a  charge  which  he  found  so  disagreeable,  and  for 
which  nature  had  never  formed  his  talents.  He  added,  that 
he  might  now  retire  with  a  great  deal  of  propriety,  as  lie 
had  given  the  world  the  most  perfect  demonstration  that  he 
could  neither  make  war,  nor  establish  peace. 

Sir  George  Savile  rapidly  ran  over  the  whole  line  of 
Ministerial  misconduct.  He  challenged  their  advisers  and 
abetters  to  sliow  him  a  readier  way  of  accomplishing  the 
subversion  of  a  great,  flourishing,  commercial  empire,  than 
by  ruining  her  trade,  diminishing  her  revenues,  wasting  her 
treasures  in  fruitless  projects,  multiplying  taxes,  discour- 
aging industry  by  stopping  the  hands  of  her  manufacturer, 
spreading  corruption,  encouraging  t!ie  enemies  of  the  people 
to  misrepresent  the  people,  discountenancing  men  of  probity 
and  honour,  contriving  innovations,  provoking  opposition, 
dividing  the  strength  of  the  empire  against  the  strength  of 
the  empire,  and  incensing  brethren  against  brethren ;  expo- 
sing veteran  armies  raised  and  maintained  for  the  defence 
of  the  State  to  every  species  of  hardship,  and  employing 
them  in  bloody  intestine  wars ;  introducing,  at  the  same 
time,  foreign  mercenaries  to  be  spectators  of  their  butchery. 
If  a  more  certain  way  to  put  a  period  to  the  envied  glory  of 
a  great  kingdom  can  be  devised,  he  called  upon  the  King's 
friends  to  point  it  out.  He  concluded  by  predicting  dis- 
grace and  ruin,  if  a  total  change  of  men  and  measures  did 
not  very  soon  take  place. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair.  Sir,  when  I  perceive,  and,  indeed, 
most  sensibly  feel,  that  the  patience  of  this  House,  and  the 
constitution  of  its  members,  are  almost  as  much  exhausted 
in  the  course  of  this  debate  as  the  treasures  and  resources 
of  this  country  are  likely  to  be  by  the  consequences  of  our 
Address,  1  shall  certainly  take  up  as  little  of  their  time  as 
possible.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  rest  satisfied  in  my  own  mind, 
without  observing  upon  some  things  that  have  fallen  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  and  submitting  to  the  House  a  few 
short  reasons  for  my  most  hearty  and  entire  dissent  from  the 
proposed  Address.  The  fii-st  argument,  if  it  can  be  called 
so,  that  I  shall  take  notice  of,  I  mention  with  much  reluct- 
ance ;  because,  sir,  if  it  had  not  been  adopted  by  so  re- 
spectable a  member  as  the  learned  gentleman,  (the  Attorney- 
General,)  it  would  have  appeared  to  me  unworthy  of  the 
wisdom  and  dignity  of  this  assembly,  and  an  insult  on  the 
understanding  of  every  man  to  whom  it  was  addressed :  I 
mean,  sir,  the  unaccountable  attempt  that  has  been  made  to 
persuade  us  that  the  words  of  this  Address  do  not  convey 
any  kind  of  approbation  of  the  measure  of  transporting  the 
King's  Hanoverian  troops  to  the  garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and 
Port-Mahon.  It  is  fmpossible  to  use  any  other  argument 
against  diis,  than  an  appeal  to  the  common  sense  of  man- 
kind. It  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  the  subject  of  reason- 
ing or  dispute  ;  strip  it  of  sophistry,  of  the  false  colouring 
with  which  it  hath  been  varnished  ;  read  the  clause  in  ques- 
tion to  any  plain  man,  and  if  he  does  not  say  that  it  expresses 
an  approbation,  a  thankful  admiration  of  this  part  of  the 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  I  have  lost  all  my  ideas 
of  language,  all  understanding  of  the  import  of  words.  If 
there  is  any  member  of  this  House  who,  upon  barely  reading 
the  words  of  this  Address,  entertain  a  serious  doubt  upon  the 
meaning  of  it,  his  mind  must  be  so  differently  constituted 
from  mine,  that  it  is  impossible  any  argument  I  could  use 
could  make  the  least  impression  on  him.  But  why,  sir, 
are  the  genUemen  so  solicitous  upon  this  point  ?  Why  are 
they  so  exceedingly  afraid  that  these  words  should  be  un- 
derstood in  their  plain  sense  ?  Are  they  doubtful  of  their 
own  measures  ?  Do  they  wish,  by  deluding  our  understand- 
ing, to  steal  from  us  an  approbation  of  what  they  dare  not 
themselves  defend  ?  Do  they  themselves  think  the  measure 
in  question  legal  and  proper  ?  If  they  do,  why  not  approve 
it?  Why  not  avow  the  approbation.  Why  do  they  not 
speak  out  ?  "  The  measure  is  right,  it  is  legal,  it  is  bene- 
ficial to  this  country ;  the  Address  does  approve  it,  and  it 
ought  to  be  approved."  Surely,  sir,  this  would  be  a  more 
rational  and  manly  ground  for  supporting  their  Address,  than 
the  frivolous  attempt  to  pervert  the  obvious  meaning  of 
words,  and  sophisticate  us  out  of  our  senses. 


So  much  has  been  said  of  the  legality  of  this  measure ; 
the  arguments  against  it  have  been  so  fully  and  ably  stated, 
especially  by  Mr.  Dunning  and  Governour  Johnstone,  who 
sit  before  me,  that  1  think  it  necessary  to  trouble  the  House 
with  very  little  upon  that  subject.  I  shall  content  myself, 
at  present,  with  saying,  that  I  entirely  concur  in  the  opinion, 
that  the  illegality  of  employing  or  supporting  foreign  forces 
in  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  without  the 
consent  and  authority  of  Parliament,  is  deducible  from  die 
same  principles  of  law  and  the  Constitution,  from  whence 
our  ancestors,  who  declared  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
subject  at  the  Revolution,  inferred  the  illegality  of  raising  or 
keeping  an  army  within  the  kingdom  in  time  of  peace  with- 
out the  same  authority  and  consent.  The  check  and  control, 
which  the  ancient  principles  of  tli'is  happy  limited  monarchy 
has  with  so  much  wisdom  and  caution  established  over  die 
power  of  the  Sovereign,  would  be  vain  and  nugatory  indeed, 
if  that  sovereign  had  a  right,  by  his  own  mere  authority,  to 
establish  an  armed  force,  either  of  natives,  or  much  more  of 
foreigners,  in  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  this  Crown,  with- 
out the  consent  ot  the  people,  expressed  in  this  great  coun- 
cil of  the  nation.  The  negative  of  this  power,  sir,  was  one 
of  the  great  privileges  which  die  Bill  of  Rights  declared  to 
be  the  undoubted  right  and  liberty  of  the  subject.  The 
proposition  deduced  Irora  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion is  general ;  it  was  laid  down  in  the  terms  in  which  it 
appears  in  that  law,  because,  like  everything  else  that  is~ 
there  declared,  it  had  a  reference  to  the  grievances  recited 
in  the  preamble.  Those  were  the  encroachments  which  the 
late  King  James  had  made  on  the  Constitution  of  his  coun- 
try. Those  were  the  mischiefs  immediately  to  be  remedied 
by  the  Revolution ;  and  accordingly,  to  every  clause  in  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  the  declaration  of  the  right  is  adapted  to,  and 
co-extensive  with,  the  violation  complained  of.  This  is  the 
true  reason  why  some  of  those  declarations  appear  to  be 
limited  in  their  expression ;  and  excludes  every  inference 
against  the  generality  of  the  propositions,  which  are  fairly 
deducible  from  the  same  principles  of  reason  and  of  law. 

But,  sir,  though  I  avoid  detaining  the  House,  by  entering 
more  particularly  into  the  reasonings  upon  the  subject,  I 
cannot  dismiss  it  without  taking  some  notice  of  a  most  novel 
and  dangerous  doctrine,  which  has  proceeded  from  so  re- 
spectable authority  that  it  demands  our  most  serious  atten- 
tion. It  has  been  asserted  by  the  highest  law  authority  in 
this  House,  "  That  the  raising  or  keeping  an  army  even 
within  this  kingdom  in  time  of  peace,  without  the  authority 
of  Parliament,  unconnected  with  the  illegal  purposes  to 
which,"  he  admits,  "it  had  been  perverted,  was  not  simply, 
and  in  itself  unlawful,  before  the  passing  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights  at  the  Revolution ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  clause  in 
that  statute,  which  declares  it  to  be  so,  created  a  new  law, 
and  did  not  merely  declare  an  ancient  fundamental  princi- 
ple of  the  Constitution."  If  this  be  true  of  that  clause, 
sir,  it  may  as  well  be  applied  to  every  other  in  the  Bill  of 
Rights ;  and  the  consequence  of  that  doctrine  will  be,  that 
all  the  privileges  there  asserted  to  be  the  ancient  rights  of 
the  subject,  were  not  in  truth  so,  but  were  new  acquisitions, 
or  genei'ous  gifts  at  the  Revolution  ;  and  that  the  declarations 
and  provisions  of  that  excellent  law  are  not  to  be  extended 
beyond  the  words  of  it,  or  applied  to  other  cases  deducible 
from  the  same  principles  of  the  Constitution,  which  they 
certainly  should  be,  in  the  most  liberal  manner,  if  it  is  merely 
declaratory  of  the  common  law  and  ancient  Constitution  of 
the  kingdom. 

But,  independent  of  all  other  reasonings,  the  clear  and 
unambiguous  words  of  the  law  itself,  give  the  most  decisive 
refutation  to  so  strange  a  doctrine.  If  there  is  any  one  sta- 
tute in  the  whole  book  which  is  more  clearly  and  pre-emi- 
nently declaratory  of  the  ancient  law  than  all  others,  it  is 
certainly  the  Bill  of  Rights.  The  preamble  recites,  "  That 
the  late  King  James,  by  the  assistance  of  evil  counsellors, 
did  endeavour  to  subvert  the  laws  and  liberties  of  this  king- 
dom," in  several  particular,  which  are  there  recited  ;  all 
which  are  affirmed  to  he  "  directly  contrary  to  the  known 
laws  and  statutes  of  the  realm."  Contrary  to  what  laws, 
sir  ?  Surely  not  to  those  which  they  were  then  going  to 
make,  but  to  those  ancient,  and,  in  the  words  of  the  act. 
known  laws  which  existed  at  the  time,  and  long  before  the 
violations  complained  of.  The  act  then  goes  on  to  say,  that 
the  Lords  and  Commons,  "  for  asserting  their  ancient  rights 
and  liberties,  do  declare  "  several  particulars,  and  amongst 
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the  rest,  "  that  raising  or  keeping  a  standing  army  within  the  ■ 
kingdom,  in  time  of  peace,  unless  with  consent  of  Piirlia- 
iiient,  is  against  law,"  and  they  "claim  and  insist  upon  all 
the  prcMnises  as  their  undoubted  rights  and  liberties  ;"  and 
it  is  declared  and  enacted,  that  all  the  rights  and  liberties 
so  claimed,  "  are  the  true,  ancient,  and  indubitable  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom."  These  words, 
sir,  ai-e  too  strong  and  clear  to  need  a  comment ;  and  on 
them  with  confidence  I  rest  tiiis  matter  in  dispute. 

I  must  trouble  the  House  with  a  word  or  two  on  another 
very  strange  argument,  indeed,  which  seemed  to  be  used 
yesterday  with  a  sort  of  triumpii,  by  the  Solicitor-General 
and  others,  and  has  been  repeated  in  the  course  of  this  day's 
debate,  though  with  some  attempts  to  soften  il  a  little,  and 
take  ofl"  from  that  glaring  absurdity  which  has  already  been 
so  ably  exposed  :  this,  sir,  is  the  comparison  that  has  been 
made  between  this  American  war  and  some  others  in  our 
history,  which,  tiiough  they  were  blundering  and  unsuccess- 
ful in  the  beginning,  were  glorious  and  prosperous  in  the 
event;  from  whence  the  strange  inference  has  been  drawn, 
that  because  this  has  been  at  least  equally  blundering  and 
unfortunate  in  its  outset,  it  should  therefore  be  sitnilar  in  its 
future  glory  and  success ;  and  the  much  stranger  conse- 
quence, that  we  ought  to  pursue  the  same  kind  of  measures 
that  have  proven  so  unfortunate,  and  continue  to  place  our 
confidence  in  the  same  men  who  have  been  guilty  of  those 
blunders  and  mistakes.  A  rigiit  honourable  gentleman  who 
spoke  early  in  this  day's  debate,  [Mr.  Stanleij,]  endeavoured 
to  state  this  with  more  appearance  of  reason,  thus — I  do 
not  profess,  sir,  to  repeat  his  very  words,  but  I  believe  I  can 
be  pretty  exact  as  to  the  substance  :  "  It  is  not,"  said  he, 
"so  absurd  and  ridiculous  to  allege  that,  because  we  had 
not,  last  year,  full  information ;  because  we  had  reason  to 
trust  to  appearances  and  probabilities,  that  have  deceived 
us ;  because,  trusting  to  them,  we  had  not  a  force  sufficient 
nor  efficaciously  employed — we  are  not,  therefore,  to  infer 
that  when  we  have  full  information  ;  when  those  errors  we 
looked  into  are  rectified,  and  a  sufficient  force  is  efficaciously 
employed,  our  measures  should  not  be  attended  with  more 
prosperous  success." 

I  do  not  contend,  sir,  for  that  inference ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  am  fully  persuaded  that  a  rectification  of  our  late  errors 
and  blunders,  and  total  change  of  our  measures,  adopted 
upon  full  information,  would  be  attended  with  a  prosperous 
and  happy  event ;  but,  sir,  I  do  contend  for  the  inference 
from  these  premises,  that  we  are  not  to  trust  the  same  men 
who  have  so  blundered  and  been  deceived,  or  pursue  even 
to  a  greater  extent  the  same  measures  that  have  nearly  un- 
done us.  Let  me  ask  the  right  honourable  gentleman  and 
his  friends,  why  had  they  not  full  information  in  matters  of 
such  importance  ?  Why  did  they  trust  to  uncertain  appear- 
ances and  probabilities,  that  have  deceived  them,  when  the 
fate  of  the  empire  w  as  at  stake  ?  If  tliey  judged  force  neces- 
sar}',  why  had  they  not  a  sufficient  force,  and  why  was  not 
that  force  efficaciously  employed  ?  Are  those  men  fit  for 
the  management  of  great  affairs,  who  neglect  the  means  of 
information  that  are  in  their  power  ?  Are  Ministers  equal 
to  tlie  government  of  a  great  empire,  who  trust  the  fate  of 
it  to  deceitful  appearances  and  the  chapter  of  accidents  ? 
or  ought  they  to  be  trusted  with  the  direction  of  fleets  and 
armies,  who  do  not  know  what  force  is  sufficient  for  their 
own  plans  and  designs,  or  how  it  should  be  most  effectually 
employed  ? 

1  shall  now,  sir,  entreat  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
while  I  state,  as  siiortly  as  I  can,  some  of  the  reasons  why 
1  am  against  the  whole  of  this  sanguinary  Address,  and  why 
I,  for  one,  cannot  consent  to  pledge  myself  for  the  truth  of 
propositions,  respecting  whicli  1  have  no  evidence  or  infor- 
mation before  me,  and  the  approbation  of  measures  which 
1,  from  my  soul,  detest  and  abhor.  1  shall  not  enter  into 
the  particulars  of  the  Speech  or  Address  which  have  been 
so  ably  observed  upon  in  the  course  of  two  long  days'  de- 
bate. I  oppose,  sir,  the  whole  principle  of  the  Address, 
because  the  avowed  tendency  of  it  is  to  plunge  us  still 
deeper  in  an  unhappy  civil  war,  and  to  pledge  us  to  sup- 
l)ort  a  system  of  measures  which  appear  to  me  to  threaten 
ruin  and  destruction  to  this  devoted  country.  I  am  against 
the  present  war,  sir,  because  I  think  it  unjust  in  its°com- 
nwncement,  injurious  to  both  countries  in  its  prosecution, 
and  ruinous  in  its  event.  It  is  staking  the  fate  of  a  great 
empire  against  a  shadow.     The  quarrel  which  occasioned 


it,  took  its  rise  from  the  assertion  of  a  right,  at  best  but 
doubtful  in  itself — a  right  from  whence  the  wannest  advo- 
cates for  it  have  long  been  forced  to  admit  tliat  this  country 
can  never  derive  a  single  shilling  of  advantage.  In  spite  of 
all  the  sophistry  that  has  been  used,  and  all  the  declamation 
we  have  heard  on  the  dignity  of  this  country  and  the  autho- 
rity of  Parliament,  tlie  right  of  taxation  is  tlie  only  real  and 
original  subject  of  the  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  Colonies.  This  doubtful  and  unprofitable  right  has  been 
attempted  to  be  asserted  and  enforced  by  a  series  of  laws, 
the  most  oppressive,  the  most  violent,  the  most  arbitrary, 
unjust,  and  tyrannical,  that  ever  disgraced  the  annals  of  any 
civilized  nation  upon  eartli.  I  will  not  now,  sir,  enter  into 
the  particulars  of  these  laws  ;  but  I  mean  the  whole  system 
of  American  legislation,  from  the  Boston  Port  J3ill  to  the 
present  time. 

This  system  of  laws,  sir,  has  produced  its  natural  efiect. 
It  has  driven  your  Colonies  into  rebellion,  and  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  concur  in  exerting  the  whole  power  of  this 
nation  ;  in  enforcing,  by  blood  and  destruction,  that  unjust 
and  arbitrary  system.  The  injustice  of  these  measures, 
alone,  would  be  sufficient  to  determine  me  against  giving 
them  approbation  or  support ;  but  when  I  consider  the  in- 
evitable consequences  of  them,  I  am  still  more  strongly  con- 
firmed in  that  opinion.  The  war  in  which  we  are  engaged 
is,  of  all  others,  in  its  nature,  the  most  ruinous  and  destruc- 
tive. Whatever  may  be  the  event,  we  must  be  the  sufferers  ; 
for  such  is  the  unhappy  nature  of  the  contest,  that  llie  losses 
and  mischiefs  of  both  sides  must  ultimately  fall  upon  us. 
Whose  treasures  will  be  exhausted  by  the  expense  ?  Whose 
commerce  will  be  ruined  and  destroyed  ?  The  blood  of 
whose  subjects  will  be  spilt  but  those  of  the  British  em- 
pire ?  If  such  are  the  present  effects  of  this  war,  the  event 
must  be  still  more  fatal  to  this  kingdom.  Let  us  consider  it, 
sir,  upon  either  supposition  of  success  or  disappointment,  of 
conquest  or  defeat.  The  present  situation  of  the  Colonies, 
their  union,  their  conduct,  their  enthusiastick  spirit  of  liberty, 
and  the  fatal  experience  of  the  last  campaign,  has  fully  con- 
vinced every  man,  even  the  most  sanguine,  that  we  cannot 
expect  bloodless  laurels  or  an  easy  conquest.  We  must  lay 
our  accounts  for  the  most  alarming  and  dangerous  resistance  ; 
and  if  a  full  exertion  of  all  the  powei-s  and  resources  of  this 
kingdom,  (which  I  am  far  from  thinking  the  most  probable 
event,)  should  at  length,  after  a  long  and  obstinate  contest, 
in  which  both  sides  will  be  almost  equally  exhausted,  pre- 
vail over  every  effort  of  liberty,  reduce  the  Colonies  to  a 
forced  submission,  and  complete  the  conquest  of  ^mmccr, 
in  what  respect  shall  we  be  gainers  by  such  a  conquest? 
What  shall  we  acquire,  at  such  an  expense,  but  the  empty 
assertion  of  an  unprofitable  sovereignty  over  desolated  Pro- 
vinces or  a  few  miserable  slaves  ?  Instead  of  those  flourish- 
ing dominions,  the  wealth  and  commerce  of  which  have  ren- 
dered us  the  greatest  nation  in  the  worid,  we  shall  find 
ourselves  possessed  of  a  vast  territory,  which,  drained  of  the 
sources  from  whence  that  greatness  flowed,  that  communi- 
cated itself  so  plentifully  to  us,  will  be  not  only  useless  and 
unprofitable,  but  burdensome  and  destructive ;  acquired  by 
violence  and  force,  it  cannot  be  preserved  but  by  tlie  same 
means  ;  and  our  acknowledged  revenues  must  be  still  further 
drained,  by  the  constant  expense  of  fleets  and  armies,  to 
support  our  unjust  authority,  and  to  defend  from  foreign  in- 
vasion those  Provinces  which  we  shall  have  deprived  of  the 
means  of  defending  themselves.  These,  sir,  are  the  happy 
consequences  that  we  may  expect  from  the  most  prosperous 
success. 

But  suppose  for  a  moment  the  event  should  be  different; 
suppose  the  extent  and  natural  advantages  of  their  country, 
their  distance  from  us,  that  union  which  our  measures  have 
produced,  and,  above  all,  that  ardour  of  liberty,  that  enthu- 
siastick and  desperate  spirit,  which  our  injustice  and  oppres- 
sion have  excited,  should  carry  the  Aimricans  through  the 
dreadful  struggle  with  success,  and  enable  them,  in  the  end, 
to  baffle  and  defeat  the  utmost  exertions  of  their  infatuated 
and  deluded  country.  In  the  course  and  event  of  such  a 
struggle,  is  it  possible  to  suppose  that  America  will  not  fol- 
low the  dangerous  example  which  we  are  jroin"-  to  set  her, 
of  having  recouise  to  foreign  assistance ;  that  in  the  future 
establishment  of  her  commerce,  she  will  not  give  the  prefer- 
ence to  any  nation  in  Europe,  over  that  which  has  attempt- 
ed to  enslave  and  destroy  her,  and  has  not  desisted  from  the 
unnatural  attempt,  till  after  the  utmost,  though  ineffectual 
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exertion  of  all  her  power  and  resources  ?  In  wliat  situation 
will  Great  Britain  then  find  herself?  Her  Colonies  will 
not  only  be  totally  lost  to  her,  but,  at  least  as  to  the  benefits 
of  their  commerce,  thrown  into  the  hands  of  other  Powers, 
most  probably  her  natural  enemies.  Reduced  to  her  insu- 
lar dominions;  curtailed  in  her  commerce;  the  principal 
source  of  her  wealth  and  naval  power  transferred  into  the 
hands  of  her  enemies  ;  her  blood  and  treasures  exhausted ; 
her  revenues  lessened  ;  oppressed  with  an  enormous  debt, 
and  debilitated  with  unsuccessful  exertions ;  she  will  lose 
her  power  and  consequence  in  the  system  of  Europe,  and 
be  exposed,  almost  a  defenceless  prey,  to  the  first  neighbour 
who  shall  choose  to  invade  her. 

These,  sir,  are  the  consequences  which  must  ensue  from 
the  measures  we  are  now  called  upon  to  approve  and  su))- 
port.  Whether  they  are  followed  by  defeat  or  success,  they 
will,  almost  with  equal  certainty,  destroy  the  power,  the 
glory,  the  happiness  of  this  once  great  and  flourishing  em- 
pire. It  is  my  opinion  that  we  cannot  conquer  America ; 
I  have  not  a  doubt,  that  we  cannot  acquire  or  maintain  a 
beneficial  sovereignty  over  her  by  violence  and  force. 

But,  shall  we  give  up  our  Colonies  without  a  struggle ; 
without  an  attempt  to  preserve  our  dominion  over  them? 
That,  sir,  is  not  my  opinion ;  I  think  we  shall  lose  that 
dominion,  I  am  sure  we  shall  lose  all  benefit  from  it  by  op- 
pression, violence,  and  war;  but  it  may  still  be  preserved 
by  justice,  moderation,  and  peace.  The  Americans,  it  is 
said,  will  be  satisfied  with  notliing  less  than  absolute  inde- 
pendence. They  do  not  say  so  themselves,  sir ;  they  have 
said  the  direct  contrary :  "  Restore  the  ancient  Constitution 
of  the  empire,  under  which  all  parts  of  it  have  flourished ; 
place  us  in  the  situation  we  were  in  the  year  1763,  and  we 
will  submit  to  your  regulations  of  commerce,  and  return  to 
our  obedience  and  constitutional  subjection."  This,  sir,  is 
the  language  of  the  Americans. 

Is  this  a  claim  of  absolute  independence  ?  Were  they 
independent  of  this  country  in  the  year  1763,  or  at  any  pre- 
ceding period  ?  Will  any  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  rise  up  and  say  that  they  were?  If  they  were 
not,  they  do  not  now  claim  to  be  so.  If  they  were  then 
independent,  it  was  in  that  state  that  those  advantages  of 
wealth  and  power  flowed  from  them,  which  raised  us  but  a 
few  years  ago  to  the  greatest  height  of  eminence  and  glory, 
and  set  us  at  the  head  of  all  the  nations  of  the  world.  But 
our  Ministers  tell  us  they  will  not,  in  truth,  be  content  with 
what  they  themselves  have  professed  to  demand.  Have 
you  tried  them?  Make  the  experiment.  Take  them  at 
their  word.  Repeal  the  acts  that  have  passed  since  1763, 
and  put  them  on  the  footing  of  their  old  system  of  Colonial 
administration.  Surely,  sir,  it  is  a  less  expensive  and  dan- 
gerous experiment,  than  that  which  we  are  now  so  strongly 
urged  to  make.  If  it  should  fail,  sir,  how  are  we  injured  ? 
Will  our  blood  be  spilt  by  it  ?  Will  our  treasures  be  ex- 
hausted ?  Will  our  strength  or  our  resources  be  the  less  ? 
If  tjie  Americans  should  recede  from  their  own  proposals  ; 
if  they  will  be  content  with  nothing  less  tiian  an  indepen- 
dence equally  opposite  to  the  true  interest  of  both  countries  ; 
you  may  then  have  recourse  to  war,  if  it  should*  then  be 
thought  advisable ;  and  you  will  do  it  with  the  advantage  of 
a  united,  instead  of  a  divided  people  at  home.  The  Colo- 
nies will  not  have  a  single  friend  on  this  side,  the  Atlantick ; 
there  will  not  be  a  single  man  who  will  not  think  their  re- 
sistance a  most  unnatural  and  unjustifiable  rebellion,  instead 
of  thinking  them  (as  I  now  do,  from  the  bottom  of  my  sou!) 
engaged  in  a  noble  and  glorious  struggle,  even  if  it  should 
be  carried  on  with  a  mistaken  zeal,  for  what  they  conceive 
to  be  their  liberties,  and  the  natural  rights  of  mankind.  I 
beg  pardon,  sir,  for  having  trespassed  so  long  on  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House;  I  did  not  rise  from  the  hope  of  con- 
vincing any  one  member,  much  less  from  an  expectation 
that  anything  I  could  say  would  be  worthy  of  their  attention. 
I  am  conscious,  sir,  of  my  own  inability  to  treat  so  great  a 
subject  as  it  deserves  ;  but  I  could  not  be  easy  in  my  own 
mind,  without  entering  the  strongest  and  most  publick  protes- 
tations against  measures  which  appear  to  me  to  be  fraught 
with  the  destruction  of  this  migluy  empire.  I  wash  my 
hands  of  the  blood  of  my  fellow-subjects  ;  and  shall  at  least 
have  this  satisfactbn,  amidst  the  impending  calamities  of 
the  publick,  not  only  to  think  that  1  have  not  contributed  to, 
but  that  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  oppose  and  avert, 
the  ruin  of  my  country. 


Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  defended  Lord  North  from  the  attack 
made  on  his  indolence  and  inactivity  ;  and,  besides  arguing 
in  support  of  his  Ix5rdshi])'s  conciliatory  proposition  of  lust 
year,  said  he  would  not  give  iiis  consent  to  the  sending  a 
large  armament  to  America,  without  sending,  at  the  same 
time,  terms  of  accommodation. 

Mr.  Righy  rallied  Colonel  Barre  upon  his  numerous 
acquaintance.  He  was  always  much  pleased  and  entertain- 
ed with  the  stories  of  that  honourable  gentleman  ;  nay,  he 
was  even  entertained  with  the  history  he  had  given  of  his 
own  life  the  day  before,  though  he  must  own  that  it  came 
with  a  bad  grace  from  a  person's  own  mouth.  He  then 
made  an  avowal  of  his  principles,  and  declared  he  voted  for 
the  Address  merely  because  it  was  to  sanction  coercive  mea- 
sures. He  was  firmly  of  opinion  that  America  must  be  con- 
quered, and  that  the  present  rebellion  must  be  crushed  ere 
the  dispute  would  be  ended.  There  were  faults  somewiiere, 
but  he  did  not  know  whether  they  were  in  the  department 
of  the  sea  or  land.  As  to  conciliatory  plans,  he  was  as  much 
for  them  as  any  man ;  and  he  did  not  wish  to  fight  for  a 
paltry  tea  duty ;  but  wished  to  be  understood,  that  in  saying 
so,  he  did  not,  by  any  means,  give  up  the  right  of  taxation, 
although  it  might  not  be  politick  to  insist  on  it  at  present. ; 
and  he  quoted  the  authority  of  Lord  Chatham,  to  prove  that 
it  was  a  doctrine  held  in  the  House  ten  years  ago,  and  that 
the  Earl  had,  himself,  when  Minister,  declared  the  Americans 
should  not  manufacture — that  they  should  not  make  a  horse- 
nail.  He  concluded  with  ho))ing  the  Minister  would  act 
with  becoming  vigour  in  America,  and  he  doubted  not  of 
success.  He  described  the  present  situation  of  America  in 
very  strong  terms,  saying  that  there  now  existed  in  that 
country  a  system  of  tyranny  that  disgraced  usurpation. 

Mr.  Dempster.  I  do  not  rise,  sir,  to  trouble  the  House 
on  the  subject  of  the  question  more  immediately  under  its 
consideration.  The  noble  Lord  [JSorth]  has,  in  my  opi- 
nion, concluded  that  matter  fully  and  desirably.  He  has 
declared  his  willingness  to  accept  of  an  indemnity,  if  the 
legality  of  the  measure  of  introducing  foreign  troops  into  our 
distant  garrisons  and  forts  shall  appear  doubtful  to  the 
House.  The  expediency  of  that  measure  nobody  has  dis- 
puted ;  its  legality  alone  is  called  in  question,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  very  jusdy  so ;  but  as  this  point  will  be  settled  by 
an  act  of  indemnity,  what  more  can  be  said?  what  more 
can  we  desire  ?  The  business  is  concluded.  But,  sir,  I 
am  induced,  though  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  to  say  a  few 
words  on  something  that  fell  fi-om  the  same  noble  Lord,  and 
that  has  since  fallen  from  other  gentlemen  of  great  weight 
and  authority  in  this  House.  From  what  they  have  said,  sir, 
a  ray  of  comfort  breaks  in  upon  us.  That  dark  and  por- 
tentous cloud  that  has  hung  so  long  over  Great  Britain  and 
America,  fraught  with  numberiess  ills  to  both,  begins  to 
break  and  clear  up.  Within  this  half  hour  I  am  induced 
to  entertain  a  hope,  to  which  I  have  been  long  a  stranger, 
that  there  will  be  an  end  to  bloodshed,  and  that  peace,  har- 
mony, and  happiness,  may  be  again  restored  to  this  distract- 
ed empire.  To  forward  this  most  desirable  object,  as  far  as 
lies  in  my  power,  is  my  sole  motive  for  saying  a  very  few 
words. 

The  noble  Lord  has  disclaimed  any  intention  of  ensla- 
ving America.  He  has  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  he  would 
not  object  to  restoring  her  to  the  footing  on  which  she  stood 
in  the  year  1763,  was  there  a  probability  o{ America  being 
now  satisfied  with  this  concession.  Another  right  honour- 
able gentleman  [Mr.  Rigby]  of  great  abilities,  and  a  leader 
of  no  inconsiderable  party  in  this  House,  has  just  now  de- 
clared that  he  will  not  fight  with  America  for  a  paltry  duty 
upon  tea.  And  a  third  right  honourable  gentleman,  [Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot,]  not  short  of  the  former  in  consideration  and 
weight  among  us,  has  expressly  affirmed,  that  he  will  not 
consent  to  an  armament  sailing  against  America,  unless  the 
same  fleet  shall  carry  reasonable  offers  of  accommodation  to 
that  quarter  of  the  globe.  There  appears,  for  the  first  time, 
by  what  has  fallen  from  those  three  noble  and  honourable 
pei-sons,  a  disposition  to  relinquish  the  great  boric  of  conten- 
tion between'our  Colonies  and  their  parent  State  ;  I  mean, 
sir,  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  taxing  them,  unrepresented 
as  they  are,  in  Pariiament.  I  hope,  sir,  die  House  will  re- 
vert to  our  ancient  system  of  governing  the  Colonies ;  for, 
till  we  abandon  this  new-fangled  system  of  taxing  them 

here a  system  no  older  than  the  conclusion  of  the  last 

war I  will  venture  to  affirm  that  no  coercive  measures 
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short  of  cxteniiination  will  ever  compel  the  Americans  to 
sul)mit  to  it. 

Tiiere  is  no  subject  on  which  I  have  employed  more  re- 
flection than  on  the  grounds  of  our  present  dispute  with 
America ;  and  the  result  has  been  an  opinion,  by  whicli  I  be- 
lieve 1  shall  abide  as  long  as  I  breathe — it  is,  sir,  that,  in  my 
conscience,  I  tliink  the  claim  of  the  Americans  is  just  and 
well-founded,  to  be  left  in  the  free  exercise  of  the  right  of 
taxing  themselves  in  their  several  Provincial  Assemblies,  in 
the  same  manner  that  Ireland  now  does  and  always  has  done. 
By  this  beautiful  part  of  our  Constitution,  our  wise  ances- 
tors liave  bound  together  the  different  and  distant  parts  of 
this  mighty  empire;  by  this  single  principle,  heretofore  in- 
violate, they  have  diffused,  in  a  most  unexampled  manner, 
the  blessings  of  liberty  and  good  government  through  our 
remotest  Provinces. 

Look,  sir,  into  the  history  of  the  Provinces  of  other  States — 
of  the  Roman  Provinces  in  ancient  time — of  the  French, 
Spanish,  Dutch,  and  Turkish  Provinces  of  more  modern 
date ;  and  you  will  find  every  page  of  it  stained  with  acts  of 
oppressive  violence,  of  cruelty,  injustice,  and  peculation ; 
but  in  the  British  Provinces,  the  annual  meetings  of  their 
little  assemblies  have  constantly  restrained  the  despotism, 
and  corrected  the  follies  of  their  Governours  ;  they  watch 
over  the  administration  of  justice,  and,  from  time  to  time, 
enact  such  salutary  regulations  as  tend  to  promote  their  hap- 
piness and  well  being.  And  what,  sir,  I  beseech  you, could 
insure  the  regular  meeting  of  those  assemblies,  ever  trouble- 
some to  Governours,  but  their  retaining  in  their  own  hands, 
like  us  at  home,  the  power  of  granting  the  funds  necessary 
for  defraying  the  current  expense  of  Government?  Were 
■  your  Provincial  Assemblies  deprived  of  this  power,  I  can- 
not see  wherein  the  Government  of  America  would  differ 
from  that  of  Indostan.  And  has  our  inquiries,  in  a  former 
session,  into  the  administration  o^  Bengal,  made  us  in  love 
with  the  Eastern  species  of  Government  ?  Do  we  seriously 
wish  to  transplant  the  rapine  and  cruelties  of  India  to  Ame- 
rica 1  But  now,  sir,  that  this  system  is  given  up  to  our  Co- 
lonies, peace  will,  I  hope,  speedily  follow  the  concession. 

I  cannot,  sir,  but  commend,  in  the  warmest  terms,  the 
intention  expressed  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne,  of  send- 
ing a  Commission  to  America  to  empower  persons  on  the 
spot  to  receive  submissions,  to  remove  oppressive  restrictions, 
and  to  grant  pardons  and  other  indulgences  to  our  fellow- 
citizens  across  the  Atlantick.  There  is  but  one  step  more 
necessary  to  be  taken,  and  peace  will,  in  my  humble  opi- 
nion, be  certain  and  infallible ;  and  in  relation  to  that  step 
alone  have  1  ventured  to  rise  on  the  present  occasion.  It 
has  already  been  touched  upon  by  an  honourable  gentle- 
man, [Mr.  James  Grenville,]  who  always  expresses  himself 
with  elegance  and  propriety.  The  point  I  mean,  sir,  is,  that 
his  Majesty's  Commissionei-s  may  be  empowered  to  treat 
with  the  Congress.  1  am  convinced,  sir,  that  America  will 
not  listen  to  a  treaty  through  any  other  medium ;  it  stands 
to  reason  and  common  sense  she  will  not ;  for  the  Congress 
is  not  only  the  sole  existing  power  at  this  moment  in  Ame- 
rica, but  it  is  to  the  union  formed  by  means  of  the  Congress, 
that  America  owes  its  strength,  and  its  formidable  power  of 
resistance ;  without  such  a  union,  twelve  wide-spread,  far- 
distant  Provinces,  thinly  peopled  and  individually  weak, 
could  never  act  with  effect  in  defence  of  what  they  think 
their  violated  rights ;  nor  is  it  to  be  supposed  they  will  dis- 
solve this  firm  bond  of  union  till  their  grievances  are  re- 
dressed. May  I,  then,  be  permitted  very  humbly  to  join  my 
feeble  voice  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  before  alluded 
to,  and  entreat  the  Ministry  that  no  false  pride,  no  misplaced 
idea  of  dignity  and  authority,  may  induce  them  to  forbid  the 
Commissioners  from  treating  for  and  seeking  peace  where 
alone  peace  may  be  found.  Let  the  Commissioners  be 
vested  with  discretionary  powers,  and  left  at  least  without 
an  express  prohibition  to  treat  with  that  body ;  or  let  some 
means  be  devised  of  legalizing  a  Congress,  by  calling  one 
pro  re  nata  under  his  Majesty's  authority. 

The  Commissioners  will,  sir,  I  hope,  be  well  chosen  ;  will 
be  men  of  rank  and  character ;  men  of  known  attachment  to 
the  Constitution,  and  men  known  and  revered  for  services 
done  to  their  country,  and  neither  too  much  attached  to 
Britain  nor  America ;  but,  if  possible,  impartial  in  their 
opinion  concerning  the  present  contest. 

When  men  such  as  I  have  described,  giving  weight  and 
dignity  to  the  commission  they  bear,  come  to  treat  and  to  rea- 


son with  the  Americans,  much  may  be  urged  to  quiet  their 
jealousies  and  apprehensions,  and  to  bring  them  back  to 
their  wonted  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  subordination  to 
this  country.  They  may  be  told,  sir,  and  told  with  tnith, 
that  Parliament  is  not  so  determinately  obstinate  on  the 
measure  of  taxation  as  they  apprehend.  They  may  be  re- 
minded that  if  Parliament  taxed  them  in  the  year  1764,  the 
same  Parliament,  finding  this  well-meant  but  injudicious 
measure  offensive  to  America,  repealed  the  tax  in  the  year 
1765.  They  may  be  told  that  on  the  memorable  occasion 
of  repealing  the  Stamp  Act,  their  great  champion,  the  Earl 
of  Chatham,  laid  the  claim  o(  America  only  to  an  exemption 
fiom  internal  taxation.  They  may  be  also  told  that  the 
seven  or  eight  duties  afterwards  imposed,  were  not  internal 
taxes,  but  external  port  duties  on  foreign  connnodities.  And 
yet,  in  consequence  of  those  external  duties  being  disagree- 
able to  America,  they  w  ere  all  repealed  except  this  misera- 
ble three-penny  duty  upon  tea.  And  when  to  those  argu- 
ments the  Commissioners  can  add  tliat  Parliament,  even  on 
this  last  article,  is  disposed  to  relax,  I  can  hardly  doubt  of 
their  success.  I  already  see  peace  and  harmony  restored. 
I  see  the  two  countries,  like  two  friends  who  have  quarrel- 
led, returning  with  eagerness  to  their  ancient  habits  of  friend- 
ship, and  cementing  more  closely  than  before  their  useful 
connection  and  affectionate  union.  How  ardently,  sir,  this 
is  my  wish,  let  the  trouble  I  have  now  ventured  to  give  you 
this  night  bear  witness,  if  the  uniformity  of  my  conduct  for 
eleven  years  that  this  unhappy  contest  has  subsisted,  should 
not  be  a  sufiicient  testimony  of  my  sincerity. 

The  motion  for  recommitting  the  Address  was  then  ne 
gatived. 

At  seven  o'clock.  Sir  George  Yonge  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Address,  by  inserting  after  the  words  "  main- 
tenance of  its  authority,"  these  words:  "  and  we  will  imme- 
diately take  into  our  consideration  the  measure  of  introducing 
foreign  troops  into  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, without  the  previous  approbation  of  Parliament." 
This  caused  a  fresh  debate,  which  continued  till  one  o'clock ; 
when,  the  question  being  put,  the  House  divided. 

The  yeas  went  forth : 

Tellers  for  liie  noes,  {l;^^';''^,*"'**'      '.    1    I       }    "G 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  Address  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Address  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty  by  the  whole  House. 

Ordered,  That  such  Members  of  this  House  as  are  of 
his  Majesty's  most  honourable  Privy  Council,  do  humbly 
know  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  when  he  will  be  attended  by 
this  House. 

And  the  House  having  continued  to  sit  till  near  one  of 
the  clock  on  Saturday  morning. 

Ordered,  That  his  IMajesty's  most  gracious  Speeoli  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  be  taken  into  consideration  this 
day. 

Saturday,  October  28,  1775. 

Mr.  Comptroller  of  the  Household  reported  to  the  House 
that  his  Majesty,  having  been  waited  upon  (pursuant  to  the 
order  of  yesterday)  humbly  to  know  his  Majesty's  plea- 
sure when  he  would  be  pleased  to  be  attended  by  this 
House,  had  been  pleased  to  appoint  to  be  attended  this  day, 
at  half  an  hour  after  two  of  the  clock,  at  his  Palace  of 
Saint  James. 

Mohday,  October  30,  1775. 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  to  the  House,  that  the  House  at- 
tended his  Majesty  on  Saturday  last,  with  their  Address,  to 
which  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  give  this  most  gracious 
answer : 

'•  Gentlkmen  :  I  return  you  my  hearty  jj.anks  for  this 
loyal  and  dutiful  Address.  I  promise  myself  the  most  happy 
consequences  from  the  very  zealous  and  affectionate  assur- 
ances of  the  support  of  my  faithful  Commons  at  this  great 
and  important  conjuncture ;  and  I  have  a  firm  confidence 
that,  by  the  blessing  of  God  on  the  justice  of  die  cause,  and 
by  the  assistance  of  my  Parliament,  I  shall  be  enabled  to 
suppress  this  dangerous  rebellion,  and  to  attain  the  most 
desirable  end  of  restoring  my  subjects  in  America  to  that 
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free  and  happy  condition,  and  to  that  peace  and  prosperity, 
which  they  enjoyed  in  their  constitutional  dependance  on 
Great  Britain,  before  the  present  unhappy  disorders." 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Thursday,  October  26,  1775. 

Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  House  that  he  had,  during 
the  recess  of  Parhanient,  received  a  Letter  by  the  post,  dated 
Halifax,  Nova-Scotia,  July  4,  1775,  and  signed  "  William 
Nesbitt,  Speaicer,"  desiring  that  a  Pa])er  enclosed  therein, 
intituled,  "The  Address,  Petition,  and  Memorial  of  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  Freeholders  of  the  Province  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  in  General  Assembly,"  might  be  laid  before  the 
House. 

And  the  said  Letter  and  Paper  were  read,  and  are  as 
followeth,  viz: 

"  Halifax,  Nova-Scotia,  July  4,  1775. 

"  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  die  House  of  Assembly  of  this 
Province  to  enclose  you  this  Address,  Petition,  and  Memo- 
rial, to  lay  before  the  House  of  Commons. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  and 
most  devoted  humble  servant, 

"  William  Nesbitt,  Speaker. 

"  To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  Knight, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain." 

"  To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  and  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
in  Parliament  assembled  : 

"  The  Address,  Petition,  and  Memorial  of  the  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Freeholders  of  the  Province  of  Nova- 
L  Scotia,  in  General  Assembly : 

"  "  Your  loyal  and  ever  dutiful  House  of  Assembly  of  the 

Province  of  Nova-Scotia,  most  humbly  beg  leave  to  address 
our  gracious  Sovereign  and  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  at 
this  dreadful  and  alarming  crisis,  when  civil  discord,  and  its 
melancholy  consequences,  are  impending  over  all  British 
America. 

"Actuated  by  the  warmest  ties  of  duty  and  affection  to 
the  person  and  family  of  our  most  gracious  Sovereign,  ani- 
mated with  the  firmest  attachment  to  the  mother  country, 
zealous  to  support  her  power  and  conseejuence  over  all  the 
British  dominions,  and  dreading  a  separation  from  her  go- 
vernment and  protection  as  the  greatest  political  evil  which 
can  befall  us  or  our  posterity : 

"  Influenced  by  the  principles  of  humanity  and  the  just 
rights  of  mankind  in  civil  society,  we  tremble  at  the  gloomy 
prospect  before  us  ;  we  feel  for  our  gracious  King ;  we  feel 
for  our  mother  countiy,  of  which  many  of  us  are  natives ; 
we  feel  for  the  British  American  race,  once  the  most  loyal, 
virtuous,  and  happy  of  mankind ;  animated  with  such  prin- 
ciples, may  we  not  approach  the  supreme  legislature  of  the 
British  empire,  and,  as  dutiful  children  of  just  and  indulgent 
parents,  may  we  not  most  humbly  solicit  for  such  regulations 
as  we  conceive  most  likely  to  preserve  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Province  in  duty  and  allegiance  to  our  King,  in  render- 
ing permanent  their  connection  with,  and  dependance  on  the 
supreme  legislature  of  Great  Britain,  and  preserving  invio- 
lably to  us  and  our  posterity  the  just  rights  of  men  in  civil 
society. 

"  We  are  fully  sensible  that  we  have  no  right  to  pray  for 
redress  of  grievances,  to  request  privileges  or  regulations, 
unless  we  acknowledge  your  right  over  us ;  therefore,  we, 
'  the  Representatives  of  the  freeholders  of  Nova-Scotia,  do 
unanimously  most  humbly  acknowledge  our  gracious  Sove- 
reign George  III,  King  of  Great  Britain,  the  Lords  Spirit- 
ual and  Temporal,  and  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain 
in  Pariiament  assembled,  to  be  the  supreme  legislature 
of  this  Province  and  of  all  the  British  dominions,  and  that 
it  is  our  indispensable  duty  to  pay  a  due  proportion  of  the 
expense  of  this  great  empire. 

"  Having  thus,  as  obedient  subjects,  acknowledged  our 
duty  to  our  King,  and  our  willing  submission  to  the  supreme 
legislature  of  the  British  empire,  we  humbly  request  the 
right  of  being  heard  in  respect  of  our  grievances  or  wishes  ; 
and  as  our  proceedings  in  this  Assembly  may  possibly  have 
some  influence  with  other  assemblies  in  America,  we  hum- 

tbly  hope  it  will  not  seem  presuming  if  we  enter  on  the  sub- 
ject. 
"  We  humbly  conceive  it  will  be  necessary  to  the  peace 


and  happiness  of  the  British  empire,  that  the  tax  to  be 
raised  in  the  Colonies,  and  which  shall  be  at  the  disposal  of 
the  British  Parliament,  and  the  proportion  of  each  Colony 
toward  the  imperial  expense,  should  be  of  such  a  nature,  as 
it  may  never  after  be  necessary  to  alter  it. 

"  We  are  also  humbly  of  opinion,  that  this  tax  should  be 
of  such  a  nature  as  should  not  depreciate,  but  should  in- 
crease in  the  same  ratio  with  the  affluence  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Provinc(!.  We  are  also  humbly  of  opinion, 
that  the  tax  should  be  of  such  a  nature,  as  not  to  be  liable 
to  be  affected  by  the  increase  or  diminution  of  the  metals  of 
gold  and  silver  in  the  world. 

"  From  these  considerations  we  humbly  offer  it  as  our 
opinion,  that  the  fittest  tax  for  this  purpose  would  be  a  duty 
of  so  much  percent,  upon  all  commodities  imported  into  this 
Province,  not  being  the  produce  of  the  British  dominions 
in  Europe  and  America,  except  the  article  of  bay  salt: 
this  tax  will  include  almost  all  the  luxuries  made  use  of, 
and  will  increase  in  an  equal  ratio  with  the  affluence  of  the 
inhabitants  ;  and  if  the  rates  of  the  several  articles  are  fixed 
every  ten  years,  for  the  future  and  subsequent  ten  yeare,  it 
will  not  be  liable  to  depreciate  in  value  by  the  increase  of 
the  metals  of  gold  and  silver. 

"  We  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  the  supreme  legislature 
of  the  British  empire  will  please  to  accept  of  a  tax  as  above 
pointed  out ;  and  so  conscious  are  we  of  your  justice  and 
humanity,  that  we  request  to  know  what  proportion  would 
be  pleasing  or  agreeable  to  you  ;  reminding  you  to  consider, 
that  this  Province  having  no  manufactories  or  lucrative  com- 
merce, must  ever  have  a  scarcity  of  specie. 

"  We  also  humbly  pray,  that  when  the  exigencies  of  the 
State  may  require  any  further  supplies  from  this  Province, 
then  such  requisitions  may  be  made  in  the  usual  manner 
formerly  practised ;  whereby  we  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  showing  our  duty  and  attachment  to  our  Sovereign,  and 
our  sense  of  the  cause  for  which  the  requisition  is  made,  by 
which  means,  and  that  only,  our  gracious  Sovereign  can  be 
acquainted  with  the  true  sense  of  the  people  in  these  his 
distant  dominions. 

"  We  also  humbly  pray,  that  you  will  permit  us,  and  in- 
struct your  Governour  to  consent  to  an  act  to  disqualify  and 
deprive  every  member  of  the  community  from  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  a  subject  in  civil  prosecutions,  who  shall  be 
detected  in  any  illicit  trade  or  fraudulent  dealing,  together 
with  their  aiders,  abetters,  or  concealers,  in  this  or  any  other 
branch  of  the  revenue.  This  will  render  unnecessary  a  mul- 
titude of  officers  employed  to  detect  illicit  trade,  and  prevent 
that  disgust  and  evil  spirit  which  has  been  created  by  their 
insolence,  and  will  prevent  that  corruption  of  manners,  and 
that  contempt  of  the  crime  of  perjury,  which  is  now  become 
so  open  and  flagrant.  We  humbly  request  that  you  will 
appoint  good  and  sufficient  salaries  to  the  officei-s  of  the 
customs,  and  absolutely  forbid  them  to  take  any  fee,  in  any 
case  whatsoever,  as  we  have  found  that  the  detail  of  reve- 
nue duty,  in  all  its  departments,  have  been  clogged  with 
unnecessary  forms  and  trifling  regulations,  to  increase  the 
fees  and  perquisites  of  the  officers ;  and  are  also  humbly 
of  opinion,  that  if  those  officers  were  under  the  control 
of  the  Governour,  the  Council,  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  Province,  it  would  be  more  for  the  advantage 
of  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  good  of  the  revenue.  We 
also  humbly  request,  that,  if  the  mode  of  taxation  be  pleas- 
inn-  to  you,  you  will  permit  and  order  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil^ and  the  Judges  of^  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  time  being, 
to  determine  and  affix  the  rate  of  the  taxed  articles,  every 
ten  years,  for  every  subsequent  ten  years. 

"  Your  ever  dutiful,  loyal,  and  affectionate  House  of  As- 
sembly would  not,  in  these  unhappy  times,  presume  to  men- 
tion their  own  grievances,  or  request  any  particular  privileges, 
lest  you  should  suppose  they  were  meant  conditional  of  their 
just  duty  and  allegiance  this  day  acknowledged  ;  but,  as  the 
humble  friends  of  our  King  and  mother  country,  may  we  not 
respectfully  point  out  those  measures  which  may  best  tend 
to  preserve  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  in  loyalty  and 
allegiance,  and  although  we  are  not,  at  this  time,  in  such 
circumstances  as  to  raise  a  revenue  for  the  support  of  the 
interior  civil  Government  of  this  Province,  agreeable  to  the 
present  plan  established  by  his  Majesty,  and  which  seems 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  dignity  of  Government  in  a 
country  whose  particular  situation  and  advantages  are  such 
as  may  probably  induce  Government  to  order  it  to  be  the 
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headquarters  of  the  British  land  and  sea  forces  iii  America. 
But  although  we  may  be  unable  wiiolly  to  support  so  largo 
vet  necessary  civil  list,  yet  we  are  willing  to  set  apart  a  fund 
lor  that  purjOTsc,  which  will  necessarily  increase  with  the 
opulence  and  number  of  the  inhabitants,  and  will,  in  time, 
relieve  our  parent  State  from  the  heavy  burden  of  our  sup- 
port ;  our  poverty,  as  a  Province,  will  not  prevent  a  British 
king  and  Parliament  from  hearing  and  justly  relieving  us, 
when,  as  humble  and  dutiful  subjects,  and  being  well  ac- 
quainted with  this  country  and  its  inhabitants,  we  only  beg 
leave  to  inform  our  gracious  King  and  Parliament  with  the 
measures  which  we  conceive  would  best  tend  to  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  this  country. 

"  We  therefore  most  humbly  presume  to  offer,  as  our 
opinion,  that  no  native  of  this  Province  may  ever  be  ap- 
pointed a  Governour  or  Lieutenant-Governour  in  this  Pro- 
vince. The  ambition  of  affluent  individuals  in  the  Provinces 
to  acquire  governments  have  led  to  faction  and  parties,  sub- 
versive of  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  people,  die  good 
of  the  Province,  and  the  honour  of  Government.  Probably 
the  present  disputes  in  America  may  have  been  promoted 
by  this  cause. 

"  We  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  the  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council  should  be  apfwinted  for  life,  and  that 
no  person  should  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  Council, 
unless  he  be  possessed  of  landed  property  in  the  Province 
to  the  value  of  one  thousand  |X)unds  at  least ;  and  we  most 
humbly  pray  that  no  Collector,  or  under  officer  of  the  cus- 
toms, or  any  officer  who  is  directly  or  indirectly  concerned 
in  the  collection  of  the  Provincial  revenue,  may  ever  be 
admitted  to  a  seat  at  the  Council  Board. 

"  We  humbly  pray  most  fervently,  that  the  officers  of 
fhe  customs,  and  every  officer  concerned  in  collecting  the 
Provincial  revenue,  may  be  prohibited  from  serving  as  Re- 
presentatives in  General  Assembly. 

"  We  humbly  pray  that  the  elections  for  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  may  be  triennial,  may  be  by  ballot,  and 
that  the  day  of  election  triennially  may  be  fixed  by  law ; 
and  that  every  officer  of  Government  be  particularly  pro- 
hibited from  interfering  in  elections,  under  severe  and  heavy 
penalties. 

"  We  humbly  pray,  that  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  Province  may  have  their  commissions  duiing 
good  behaviour,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  England. 

"  We  humbly  pray,  that,  after  the  decease  of  the  present 
Judges,  all  future  Judges  may  be  appointed  in  England, 
and  may  not  be  native  of  this  Province.  We  can  trace  the 
present  unhappy  disorders  in  America  to  the  want  of  a  re- 
gulation of  this  kind. 

"  We  humbly  request  your  Majesty  will  graciously  permit 
the  Ijcgislature  of  this  Province  to  ascertain  the  number  and 
boundaries  of  the  several  Counties  in  this  Province. 

"  Most  gracious  King,  grant  and  permit  us  a  Sheriff  in 
each  and  every  County,  and  deliver  us  from  a  Provost- 
Marshal  presiding  over  this  whole  Province,  whose  influ- 
ence, owing  to  the  nature  of  his  office  and  the  number  of  his 
deputies,  must  be  excessive,  and  whose  power  in  elections  is 
absolute.  If  we  are  not  relieved  in  this  particular,  we  can 
have  no  pretensions  even  to  the  name  of  freemen. 

"  We  humbly  pray,  that  your  Majesty  will  graciously  per- 
mit and  order  that  a  Recorder  of  Deeds  and  Conveyances 
be  appointed  in  each  and  every  County,  and  not  a  deputy 
to  a  principal  residing  elsewhere. 

"  Our  gracious  King  cannot  be  insensible  of  the  great 
necessity  there  is  that  the  most  respectable  persons  in  the 
community  be  appointed  to  the  Commissions  of  the  Peace. 
Legal  authority,  unless  aided  by  the  good  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple, can  have  but  litde  effect.  Probably  the  reason  why  the 
most  respectable  persons  decline  the  office  is,  because  they 
are  liable  to  be  dismissed  unheard.  The  want  of  power  in 
the  Magistrates  to  execute  or  enforce  the  laws  has  been  a 
general  complaint  in  America. 

"We  humbly  pray,  that  the  Governour,  Council,  and 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  may  constitute  a  Court  of 
Vice-Admiralty  throughout  the  Province,  to  determine  all 
causes  cognizable  in  such  courts,  agreeable  to  law  and 
equity,  and  to  receive  no  fees  therefor. 

"  We  humbly  pray,  that  any  two  or  more  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  a  Jury  balloted  for  and  struck 
by  the  parties,  shall  constitute  a  Court  of  Equity  in  all  civil 
cases  throughout  this  Province,  subject  only  to  appeak  to 


his  Majesty  in  Council,  where  the  property  contested  may 
amount  to  five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  or  upwards. 

"  Vt'f.  humbly  pray  to  be  delivered  Irom  the  oi)pression  of 
Pi-actitioners  in  the  law,  and  pray  that,  in  all  civil  actions, 
their  fees,  charges,  and  perquisites,  may  be  limited  to  five  per 
centum  on  all  sums  declared  for  or  defended.  It  is  not  the 
desire  of  our  good  King  to  have  his  quiet  and  inoflensive 
subjects  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe  given  up  to  be  peree- 
cuted  by  a  few  rapacious  men. 

"  Most  benign  King,  your  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased 
to  grant  tracts  of  land  in  this  Province,  upon  various  condi- 
tions of  settlement  and  payment  of  quit-rents.  Many  of  the 
conditions  of  settlement  were  impracticable,  and  others  so 
expensive  that  the  grantees  were  not  able  fully  to  effect 
them ;  we  humbly  pray  to  be  exonerated  from  those  severe 
conditions,  and  that  you  will  graciously  limit  the  power  of 
the  Court  of  Escheats  to  defaults  in  the  payment  of  the 
quit-rent  only. 

"  This  House  is  sorry  to  obser\'e  that  most  cruel  use  has 
been  made  of  this  power  of  escheating  land,  even  to  the 
depriving  of  two  old  officers  of  the  gratuity  given  them  by 
your  Majesty  for  near  forty  years  of  military  service,  and  that 
to  gratify  two  domesticks  of  that  Governour  who  ordered  the 
escheatment ;  and  at  this  time  a  tract  of  land  is  advertised 
to  be  escheated,  on  which  the  proprietors  have  laid  out  near 
four  thousand  pounds. 

"  Finally,  we  most  humbly  request  that  the  Assembly  of 
this  Province  may  be  called  together  annually,  and  that  no 
Governour  may  be  allowed  to  dissolve  or  prorogue  them  when 
he  shall  be  informed  that  they  are  preparing  a  Petition  to 
our  gracious  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

"  Most  gracious  Sovereign,  we  have  unhappily  expe- 
rienced that  the  redress  of  our  grievances,  and  those  re- 
quested regulations  could  not  come  from  us  in  the  constitu- 
tional mode  of  laws  which  must  have  passed  a  Council, 
some  of  them  without  property  in  the  Province,  or  interest 
in  our  welfare. 

"  May  the  God  of  all  goodness  shower  down  on  our  gra- 
cious Sovereign  and  his  beloved  family,  every  temporal 
blessing. 

"  May  the  spirit  of  concord,  justice,  and  publick  virtue 
direct  the  counsels  of  the  British  Senate,  and  may  the 
Father  of  Mercies  preserve  constitutional  freedom  to  the 
British  race  in  every  part  of  the  globe  !  " 

"W.  Nesbitt,  Speaker. 

"Halifax,  June  24,  1775." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  and  Paper  be  taken  into 
consideration  upon  Monday  sevennight,  the  sixth  day  of 
November  next. 

Monday,  November  6,  1775. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  Letter  communicated  to  this  House  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  upon  the  26th  day  of  October  last,  dated  Halifax, 
Nova- Scotia,  July  A,  1775,  and  signed  '^William  Nesbitt, 
Speaker,"  together  with  a  Paper  enclosed  therein,  intituled 
"The  Address,  Petition,  and  Memorial,  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  die  Freeholders  of  the  Province  oi  Nov  a- Scotia,  in 
General  Assembly ;"  and  a  motion  being  made,  that  the 
said  Letter  and  Paper  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  die  Lord  North,  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's command,  acquainted  the  House  that  his  Majesty 
having  been  informed  of  the  contents  of  the  said  Letter  and 
Paper,  gives  his  consent,  as  far  as  his  Majesty's  interest  is 
concerned,  that  the  House  may  do  therein  as  they  shall 
diink  fit. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  and  Paper  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  upon  Wednesday  seven- 
night,  the  15th  day  of  diis  instant,  (November,)  resolve  it- 
self into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  consider  of 
the  said  Letter  and  Paper. 

Ordered,  That  what  the  Lord  North  has  now  acquainted 
the  House  with  from  his  Majesty,  be  referred  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  said  Committee. 

Wednesday,  November  15,  1775. 

The  House,  according  to  order,  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  to  consider  of  the  Letter,  &c. 
Mr.  Mackworth  took  the  chair  of  the  Committee. 
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Lord  North  moved,  that  the  propositions  contained  in  the 
Address,  Petition,  and  Memorial,  of  the  Council  and  House 
of  Assembly  of  the  Province  o{ Nova- Scotia,  of  granlinc  to 
his  Majesty,  in  perpetuity,  a  duty  of  poundage,  ad  valorem, 
upon  all  the  commodities  imported  into  the  said  Province, 
not  being  of  the  produce  of  the  British  Dominions  in  Eu- 
rope and  America,  (Bay  Salt  excepted,)  the  said  duty  to 
be  under  the  disposition  of  Parliament,  is  fit  to  be  accepted  ; 
and  that  the  amount  of  said  duty  shall  be  eight  Pounds  per 
cent,  upon  all  such  commodities ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Speaker  then  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Mackivorih 
reported  li-om  the  Committee,  that  they  had  made  a  progress 
in  the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  that  he  was  directed  by 
the  Committee  to  move  that  they  may  have  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Friday  morning  next, 
resolve  Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  con- 
sider further  of  the  said  Letter  and  Paper. 

Monday,  November  20,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  House  to 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  con- 
sider further  of  the  Letter,  &,c.,  be  now  read. 

And  the  said  Order  being  read  accordingly, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  upon  Thursday  morning 
next,  resolve  itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Agent  for  his  Majesty's  Colony  of 
Nova-Scotia  do  attend  the  said  Committee  upon  Thursday 
morning  next. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  an  account 
of  the  amount  of  all  sums  of  Money  disbui-sed,  and  other 
expenses  incurred,  by  the  publick,  for  or  on  account  of  the 
Province  of  Nova-Scotia,  since  September,  1747,  to  Septem- 
ber, 1775,  inclusive,  distinguishing  each  year. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  an  account 
of  the  expense  of  the  Revenue  Establishment  m  Nova-Sco- 
tia, from  September,  1763,  to  September,  1773. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  an  account 
of  the  gross  and  net  produce  of  all  Duties  laid  by  act  of  Par- 
liament on  all  foreign  goods  imported  into  Nova- Scotia,  from 
September,  1763,  to  September,  1773,  inclusive,  distinguish- 
hig  the  produce  of  eacli  duty  and  each  year. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  an  account 
of  the  duty  commonly  called  the  Enumerated  Duty,  paid  on 
goods  exported  to  Nova-Scotia  from  any  Colony  or  Planta- 
tion in  America,  from  September,  1763,  to  September,  1773, 
inclusive. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  an  account 
of  the  quantity  and  value  of  die  Wine  and  Fruits  exported 
from  Great  Britain  to  Nova-Scotia,  from  September,  1763, 
to  September,  1773,  inclusive,  distinguishing  each  year. 


Thnreday,  November  23,  1775. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  consider  furdier  of  the  Letter  communicated  to 
this  House  by  Mr.  Speaker,  ui)on  the  26th  day  of  October 
last,  dated  Halifax,  Nova-Scotia,  July  4,  1775,  and  signed 
"  William  Nesbitt,  Speaker,"  together  with  a  Paper  enclosed 
therein,  intituled  "  The  Address,  Petition,  and  Memorial,  of 
the  Representatives  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  Province  of 
Nova-Scotia,  in  General  Assembly." 

And  the  Speaker  being  about  to  leave  the  chair,  Mr. 
Burke  objected  to  it,  as  did  Mr.  Dempster  and  Mr.  Fox. 
They  contended  that  die  Petition  had  been  brought  into  the 
House  late  at  night,  and  that  the  authenticity  of  the  signa- 
tures of  die  petitioners,  styling  themselves  the  Speaker  and 
Assembly  of  the  Province,  had  not  been  proved.  They  in- 
sisted that  Mr.  Cumberland,  the  Agent  for  Nova-Scotia, 
should  be  called  in  and  examined  while  the  Speaker  was  in 
the  chair.  This  was  opposed  by  Lord  North,  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  &tc. ;  and  it  was  agreed  to  go  into  the  Commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  Cumberland  was  called  in.  He  was  asked  if  he  knew 
anything  of  the  Petition  before  the  Committee.  He  said 
he  knew  nothing  of  it.  He  was  shown  the  signature  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly  o(  Nova-Scotia,  and  asked  if  he 
knew  it.  He  replied  he  knew  the  gendeman's  handwriting, 
having  received  several  letters  from  him  J  but  did  not  know 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi.  5 


66 

he  was  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  till  he  was  now  informed 
of  it.     He  then  withdrew. 

Resolutions  were  then  submitted  by  Lord  North,  which 
were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Machcorth  re- 
ported from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  examined  the 
Agent  for  his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  had 
come  to  several  Resolutions,  which  they  had  directed  him  to 
report  when  the  House  will  please  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  received  upon  Wednesday 
morning  next. 


Wednesday,  November  29,  1775. 
Ordered,  That  Sir  Grey  Cooper  do  make  the  Report  from 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  it  was  referred 
to  consider  of  the  Letter  communicated  to  this  House  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  upon  the  26th  day  o(  October  last,  dated  Halifax, 
Nova-Scotia,  July  4,  1775,  and  signed  "WiUiam  Nesbitt, 
Speaker, '  together  with  a  Paper  enclosed  therein,  intituled 
"The  Address,  Petition,  and  Memorial,  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  Freeholders  of  the  Pio\mce  o{  Nov  a- Scotia, 
in  General  Assembly." 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  accordingly  reported  from  the  said  Com- 
mittee the  Resolutions  which  the  Committee  had  directed  to 
be  reported  to  the  House,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  die  Clerk's  table,  where  die  same 
were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that 
the  proposition  contained  in  the  Address,  Petition,  and  Me- 
morial, of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the'Province  ofNova- 
Scotia,  of  granting  to  his  Majesty,  in  perpetuity,  a  duty  of 
poundage,  ad  valorem,  upon  all  commodities  imported  into 
the  Province  of  Nova-Scotia,  not  being  the  produce  of  the 
British  dominions  in  Europe  and  America,  (Bay  Salt  ex- 
cepted,) the  said  duty  to  be  disposed  of  by  Parliament,  is  fit 
to  be  accepted,  and  that  the  amount  of  the  said  duty  should 
be  eight  Pounds  per  centum  upon  all  such  commodities. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that 
when  and  as  soon  as  an  Act  or  Acts  shall  have  been  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  die  said  Province  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  conformable  to  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  his  Ma- 
jesty shall  have  given  his  Royal  approbation  to  such  Act  or 
Acts,  all  and  every  duty,  tax,  and  assessment,  hath  been 
imposed  and  levied  within  the  said  Province,  by  any  Act  or 
Acts  of  Parliament  now  in  force,  ought  to  cease  and  be  dis- 
continued ;  and  that  for  so  long  as  the  Act  or  Acts  of  As- 
sembly for  granting  to  his  Majesty  the  said  Poundage  duty 
shall  continue  in  force,  no  other  or  further  duties,  taxes,  or 
assessments,^  ought  to  be  imposed  or  levied  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament, within  the  said  Province,  except  such  duties  only 
as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue  to  levy  or  to  impose  for 
the  regulation  of  commerce  ;  the  net  produce  of  the  duties 
last  mentioned  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  the  said  Pro- 
vince. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  it 
will  be  advisable  to  admit  a  direct  importation  into  the  Pro- 
vince of  Nova-Scotia,  by  his  Majesty's  subjects,  in  ships  and 
vessels  qualified  by  law,  of  all  Wines,  Oranges,  Lemons,  Cur- 
rants, and  Raisins,  the  growth  and  produce  of  any  foreign 
country  whatsoever:  provided  such  Wines,  Oranges,  Le- 
mons, Cun-ants,  and  Raisins,  be  imported  directly  from  the 
place  of  their  growth  and  produce  ;  and  provided,  also,  that 
the  said  commodities  be  not  imported  into  any  other  port  or 
place  within  the  said  Province,  except  the  Port  of  Halifax. 

And  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  said  Report  be  adjourned 
till  Wednesday  morning  next,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  first  Resolution  of  the  Committee  being  read  a 
second  rime,  an  amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made 
thereto,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "America,"  these  words : 
"  although  die  same  be  exjjorted  upon  certificate  from  Great 
Britain." 

And  the  quesdon  being  put,  that  those  words  be  diere 
inserted,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to -the  said 
Resolution,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "America,"  these 
words :  "  certificate  goods  exported  from  Great  Britain  to 
Nova-Scotia,  not  being  included." 

And  the  quesdon  being  put,  that  those  words  be  there  in- 
serted, it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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Another  amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the 
said  Resolution,  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  these  words : 
"  this  House  not  having  determined  what  those  commodi- 
ties are,  or  what  duties  siiall  be  imposed  upon  tiieni." 

And  tlie  question  being  put,  that  those  words  be  there 
added,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Lord  North  said,  in  explanation  of  tiie  firet  resolution, 
that  it  might  be  proper  that  the  committee,  who  would  be 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  upon  the  resolutions,  should  be 
instructed  to  explain  that  nothing  was  meant  to  interfere 
with  the  old  mode  of  requisition  ;  that  he  had  heard  in  the 
committee  the  idea  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  (Sir  G. 
Yonge,)  as  also  the  idea  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Go- 
vemour  Pownall)  behind  him ;  and  he  owned  he  thought 
the  idea  of  the  honourable  gentleman  behind  him,  of  a  pro- 
viso making  it  clear  that  nothing  was  meant  to  restrain  the 
Crown  from  making  requisitions,  nor  the  people  from  making 
grants  upon  them,  might  be  very  projicr ;  however,  the 
House  would  be  the  best  judge  of  it  when  the  matter  came 
into  discussion  at  its  proper  time.  He  had  always  considered 
the  petition  as  an  answer  to  the  conciliatory  proposition  he 
made  last  year. 

Sir  George  Yonge  said,  it  was  too  ridiculous  to  suppose 
that.  It  was  no  answer  to  the  noble  Lord's  conciliatory 
proposition,  for  that  proposition  was  addressed  to  those  Co- 
lonies with  whom  we  had  differences ;  but  we  had  no  differ- 
ences with  Nova-Scotia.  In  the  next  place,  he  said  this 
Colony  acknowledges  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to 
be  the  supreme  Legislature,  and  so  did  the  General  Con- 
gress ;  that  the  petitioners  acknowledge  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  contribute  to  the  empire,  and  so  did  the  Congress ;  but 
that  they  likewise  claimed  the  right  which  the  Congress 
claimed,  namely :  the  giving  and  granting  their  own  money, 
and  not  being  taxed  by  Parliament ;  that  they  claimed  this 
as  their  own  right,  as  well  as  all  America,  to  which  they  de- 
sire to  be  held  out  as  a  pattern ;  and  they  desire  it  on  the 
footing  of  preserving  to  themselves,  as  well  as  all  America, 
the  rights  of  mankind  in  civil  society.  He  was  convinced 
they  claimed  the  exercise  of  this  right  as  die  condition  upon 
which  they  consented  to  grant  that  tribute  to  the  empire, 
and  of  their  duty  and  allegiance  to  their  mother  country. 
He  added,  that  being  by  this  petition  convinced  that  these 
were  the  genuine  sentiments  of  all  the  Colonies,  as  well 
those  with  whom  we  had  differences,  as  those  with  whom 
we  had  not ;  and  that  if  the  exercise  of  this  right  was 
granted  by  an  explicit  declaration,  which  was  the  only  road 
to  peace,  there  would  be  an  end  to  the  war ;  that  he,  there- 
fore, for  the  sake  of  peace,  should  conclude  with  the  offer 
of  his  proposition,  wishing  the  Ministry  to  accept  of  it,  that 
they  themselves  might  make  that  peace,  which  he  should 
thank  them  for,  as  well  as  every  man  in  England;  which 
he  was  satisfied  was  in  their  power,  if  it  was  but  in  their 
inclination ;  but  was  only  in  their  power,  or  in  any  body's, 
by  means  of  a  declaration  of  that  kind :  "  That  when  the 
publick  exigencies  of  the  State  may  require  any  further  sup- 
plies from  the  Province  of  Nova-Scotia,  then,  according  to 
the  prayer  of  said  petition  of  the  said  Province,  such  requi- 
sitions should  be  made  as  have  been  formerly  practised  in 
North-America,  whereby  the  said  Province  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  showing  their  duty  and  attachment  to  their 
Sovereign,  and  their  true  sense  of  the  cause  for  which  such 
requisitions  were  made,  by  means  of  which  alone  his  Ma- 
jesty can  be  made  acquainted  with  the  true  sense  of  his 
people  in  that  distant  Province." 

Mr.  Feilde  seconded  the  motion.  He  entirely  agreed  in 
the  whole  of  the  honourable  gendeman's  argument ;  and 
added,  that  matter  w  as  of  too  much  consequence  to  be  left 
ambiguous. 

Governour  Pownall  moved  the  previous  question,  in 
order,  he  said,  to  introduce  a  motion  he  had  given  notice 
of  before. 

And  the  previous  question  being  put,  that  that  question 
be  now  put,  the  House  divided. 

Tellers  fbr  the  yeas,{^;_^^'^>:    -     -     ^,, 

Tellers  for  the  noes,4  IV'  ■^I"^'"'y  ^"^o"'      "    "     > 
'iMt.Mackworth,.    .     .    .     y 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Governour  Pownall  said,  he  was  somewhat  experienced 
in  this  matter  as  to  the  grounds  on  which  the  people  of 
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America  give  and  grant  their  moneys.  He  knew  their 
jealousies  on  this  subject,  and  how  necessary  it  is  to  obviate 
all  such  ;  that  he  had,  therefore,  on  this  occasion,  wherein 
the  House  are  calling  upon  them  to  contribute,  by  their  own 
grants,  to  the  common  burdens  of  the  empire,  and  to  the 
common  defence,  very  attentively  watched  the  mode  in 
which  (in  this  particular  case)  the  House  would  frame  this 
business ;  that  there  may  be  nothing  not  only  to  give  real 
grounds  of  objection,  but  not  even  grounds  of  jealousy.  He 
was  very  apprehensive  lest,  when  the  House  came  to  fiame 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  requires  the  approbation  of  Par- 
liament to  the  just  proportion  of  the  quota  offered,  it  should 
act  as  referring  to  any  principle  which  even  seemed  to  im- 
ply that  no  laws,  whereby  grants  of  money  are  made  to  the 
Crown,  were  complete  and  had  legal  effect  until  the  King 
and  Parliament  consented  to  them.  All  laws,  unless  such 
as  are  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England,  made  by  the  assem- 
blies, are  complete,  and  have  legal  effect,  unless  disallowed 
by  the  King ;  but  in  grants  of  money,  as  a  quota  towards 
the  common  defence,  (which  grants,  like  all  others,  are  made 
to  the  King,)  the  King's  acceptance,  accompanied  by  his 
thanks,  is  the  true  mode  of  approbation ;  and  he  hoped  the 
bill  would  be  framed  accordingly. 

There  was  a  second  point  in  which  he  thought  he  could 
discern  the  seeds  of  jealousy  :  that  was,  die  fixing  the  quan- 
tum or  amount  of  the  duty.  To  avoid  all  doubts  and  jea- 
lousies on  this  head,  and  to  hold  it  out  to  the  other  Colonies 
as  an  indisputable  truth,  that  the  House  do  not  mean  that 
the  amount  of  any  grant,  made  by  any  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  America,  must  originate '  in  the  British  House  of 
Commons ;  it  would,  he  hoped,  be  discriminately  marked, 
by  reciting  in  the  bill  that  the  naming  the  amount  or  rate  of 
the  duty,  in  this  case,  is  done  at  and  in  consequence  of  the 
express  reference  and  special  desire  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  Nova- Scotia. 

A  third  point  will  also  require  a  scnipulous  attention.  He 
had  watched  it  with  a  jealous  attention :  and  that  is,  that 
although  the  money  granted  for  the  common  defence  must 
lie  at  the  disposal  of  the  supreme  power  which  hath  the 
direction  of  the  common  defence,  yet  the  application  of  it  ■ 
to  that  defence  only,  so  as  that  it  may  never  be  perverted 
to  other  purposes,  should  lie  with  the  grantors.  If  there  be 
left  the  least  doubt  on  this  head  ;  if  this  matter  be  not  made 
clear  in  the  tenour  of  the  bill,  whatever  Great  Britain  may 
get  from  Nova-Scotia,  it  will  never  have  a  grant  from  any 
other  Province. 

If  these  matters  should  ever  be  settled,  there  will  still 
remain  a  doubt  which  must  be  cleared  up.  The  people  of 
America  have  got  rooted  in  their  hearts  a  jealousy,  that 
when  the  Parliament  have  once  carried  the  point  of  a  fixed 
and  permanent  revenue  for  the  support  of  the  Colony  go- 
vernment, and  a  perpetual  revenue  for  die  common  defence, 
assemblies  will  become  useless,  and  that  all  intercourse  be- 
tween them  and  the  Crown  will  be  cut  off.  The  House  of 
Representatives  of  Nova-Scotia  express  this  fear  and  jea- 
lousy, and  it  is  the  universal  apprehension  of  the  whole 
continent  of  America.  A  motion,  arising  from  a  very  accu- 
rate and  proper  attention,  was  made  in  the  committee  by  an 
honourable  friend  of  his,  (Sir  G.  Yonge  ;)  and  had  it  been 
placed  on  such  ground  as  suited  the  Constitution  both  of  the 
Colonies  and  of  Parliament,  he  would,  as  he  then  said,  have 
seconded  and  supported  it.  It  was  not  so  framed.  That 
something  on  that  idea  ought  to  be  done,  he  was  fully  per- 
suaded. He  had  therefore  drawn  up,  under  the  form  of  an 
instruction  to  such  committee  as  shall  be  ordered  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  intended  bill,  the  idea  which  he  meant  to 
propose  to  the  House  when  that  committee  is  appointed : 
"That  they  do,  by  a  proviso,  take  care  that  nothing  in  that 
bill  dodi  extend,  or  be  such  as  may  be  construed  to  extend, 
in  any  manner  to  restrain  the  Crown,  when  the  exigencies 
of  the  State  may  require  any  further  aids  from  the  said 
Province,  from  making  requisitions  thereto  in  the  usual 
manner,  as  formerly  practised  ;  nor  to  restrain  the  peojjle  of 
the  said  Province  from  giving  and  granting  to  his  Majesty, 
by  their  representatives  in  Assembly  met,  furdier  aids  on 
such  requisitions  so  made ;"  by  which,  as  they  properly 
say,  they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  showing  their  duty 
and  attachment  to  his  Majesty,  and  their  sense  of  the  ser- 
vice for  which  such  requisition  is  made. 

The  first  Resolution  being  agreed  to ;  when  the  second 
came  to  be  reported. 
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Sir  George  Yonge  moved,  as  an  amendment :  "  Tliat  it 
appears  to  this  House,  that  tlie  granting  the  power  to  the 
Colony  of  Nova-Scotia  of  providing  for  tlie  supply  of  the 
future  exigencies  of  Government,  by  the  mode  of  requisi- 
tion formerly  used  in  America,  was  the  condition  on  which 
die  said  Colony  did  make  the  ofler  of  granting  the  revenue 
in  their  Petition  expressed." 

Mr.  Burke  seconded  this  motion.  He  said  it  was  almost 
in  vain  to  contend,  for  the  country  gentlemen  had  abandoned 
their  duty,  and  ])laced  an  implicit  confidence  in  the  Minis- 
ter. But  that  should  neither  now  nor  hereafter  ])revent  him 
from  performing  his  duty ;  for,  let  the  noble  Lord  be  in  or 
out  of  office  when  the  measures  which  lie  was  hurryinn-  the 
nation  wildly  and  inconsiderately  into,  were  fatally  proved 
to  be  destructive  in  their  consequences  to  the  most  impor- 
tant interests  of  this  country,  his  Lordship  might  depend  on 
it  that  he  would  be  made  responsible  for  me°asures  he  had 
carried  into  execution  under  the  sanction  of  such  a  confi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Fox  spoke  in  favour  of  the  amendment.  He  said, 
an  opposition  to  it  by  Administration,  appeared  to  him  scan- 
dalous and  disgraceful.  He  was  astonished  how  the  House 
could  agree  to  such  a  solemn  mockery  of  all  Parliamentary 
order  and  decorum. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  said  he  was  surprised  that  the  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side,  when  they  were  objecting  to  the 
resolutions,  never  said  a  syllable  relative  to  the  very  dutiful 
expressions  contained  in  the  petition,  in  which  they  acknow- 
ledge the  supremacy  of  the  Legislature  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Anthony  Bacon  said  he  could  venture  to  speak  with 
some  confidence,  as  the  matter  concerned  trade ;  and  he 
was  convinced  a  bill  brought  in  pursuant  to  the  resolutions 
now  reported,  would  have  the  most  salutary  effects,  both  in 
point  of  revenue  and  commerce. 
It  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  second  Resolution  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  Burke  pro- 
posed the  following  amendment  to  the  third  Resolution  : 

"  That  although  the  terms  of  the  resolution  of  this  House, 
of  the  27th  February,  1775,  relative  to  the  Colonies  in 
America,  do  seem  literally  to  require  that  the  offer  therein 
mentioned  should  be  made  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and 
Assembly,  or  General  Court  of  any  Province,  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  the  same  do  not  require  anything 
more,  in  order  to  be  accepted  by  this  House,  than  that  it 
should  be  made  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  such 
Province;  and  also,  though  the  said  resolution  seems  to 
require  that  the  said  offer  should  be  a  proportion  according 
to  the  condition,  circumstances,  and  situation  of  such  Pro- 
vince, yet  that  the  true  meaning  of  the  said  resolution  doth 
purport  that  any  duties  which  this  House  shall  approve,  will 
be  accepted  as  a  compliance  with  the  said  resolution, 
although  no  grounds  for  determining  the  said  proportion  be 
.  laid  before  this  House  ;  and  also,  although  the  said  resolu- 
tion does  seem  literally  to  require  that  they  should  engage 
to  make  provision  for  the  support  of  the  civil  government 
and  administration  of  justice  in  such  Province,  the  same 
doth  not  require  that  any  other  provision  for  civil  govern- 
ment should  be  made  than  what  such  Province  hath  been 
accustomed  to  make." 

It  passed  in  the  negative ;  and  the  third  Resolution  was 
then  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in  upon  the  said  Reso- 
lutions ;  and  that  the  Lord  North,  Lord  George  Germaine, 
Mr.  Charles  Townshend,  the  Lord  Beauchamp,  Mr.  Corn- 
wall, Mr.  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Solicitor-General,  Sir  Grey 
Cooper,  and  Mr.  Robinson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Thursday,  October  SB,  1775. 

The  House,  being  informed  that  one  of  the  Sheriffs  of 
the  City  of  London  attended  at  the  door,  he  was  called  in  ; 
and,  at  the  bar,  presented  to  the  House,  "  A  Petition  of  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons,  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don, in  Common  Council  assembled." 

And  then  he  withdrew. 

And  the  said  Petition  was  read,  setting  forth,  That  the 
said  Court,  having  taken  into  its  most  serious  consideration 
the  present  distressed  situation  of  our  fellow-subjects  in  Ame- 
rica, arc  exceedingly  alarmed  for  the  consequences  of  those 
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coercive  measures  which  are  pursuing  against  them ;  mea- 
sures that  must  (notwithstanding  the  great  uncertainty  of 
their  success)  eventually  be  productive  of  new  and  more 
burdensome  taxes,  the  increase  of  an  enormous  national 
debt,  and,  finally,  we  fear,  the  loss  of  the  most  valuable 
branch  of  our  commerce,  on  which  the  existence  of  an  infi- 
nite number  of  industrious  manufacturers  and  mechanicks 
entirely  depends ;  and  that  his  Majesty  having  been  gra- 
ciously pleased,  in  answer  to  a  late  humble  and  dutiful 
address  and  petition  to  the  Throne,  praying  a  cessation  of 
hostilities  with  America,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  time, 
and  thereby  giving  an  opportunity  for  a  happy  and  lastin.'- 
reconciliation  with  his  Majesty's  American  Colonies,  to  de- 
clare that  he  shall  abide  by  the  sense  of  his  Parliament,  the 
said  Court  conceive  it  to  be  their  indispensable  duty,  thus 
early  in  the  session,  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  to  apply 
to  the  House  to  adopt  such  measures  for  the  healing  of  the 
present  unhappy  disputes  between  the  mother  couiUry  and 
the  Colonies,  as  may  be  speedy,  permanent,  and  honourable. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Thursday,  November  2,  1775. 

A  Petition  of  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  the  Town  and 
County  of  Poo/e,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read, 
setting  forth.  That  it  has  been  represented  to  the  Peti- 
tioners that  the  West-India  Merchants  intend  to  apply  to 
Parliament  for  leave  to  export  provisions  and  other  neces- 
saries from  Great  Britain  to  the  West-India  Islands:  And 
therefore  the  Petitioners  pray,  that  they  may  also  be  per- 
mitted to  export  from  Great  Britain,  provisions  and  other 
necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  British  Fishery  carried  on  at 
Newfoundland,  and  the  places  adjacent,  as  the  American 
sources  are  stopped,  and  to  give  them  such  other  indul- 
gences for  the  benefit  of  that  trade,  as  to  the  House  shall 
seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

A  Petition  of  the  Merchants  oi  Dartmouth,  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  DcDon,  engaged   in,  and  carrying  on,  a  trade  and 
fishery  to,  and  at  the  Island  oi  Newfoundland,  was  pre- 
sented  to  the  House,  and  read,  setting   forth.  That  the 
unhappy  differences  now  subsisting  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  American  Colonies,  having  occasioned  the  latter  to 
withhold  the  usual  supplies  of  bread,  flour,  and  other  pro- 
visions, which  they  have  hitherto  afforded  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Newfoundland,  and  to  the  great  numbers  of  seamen  and 
fishermen  annually  engaged  in  catching  and  curing  fish  at 
that  Island,  and  on  the  banks, — the  prices  of  those  necessa- 
ries of  life  have  been  this  season  enhanced  near  three  times 
their  usual  rate,  to  the  ruin  of  many,  and  the  great  loss  of 
all  those  who  are  obliged  to  purchase  such  articles  in  New- 
foundland;  and  that  the  quantities  of  bread,  flour,  and 
pease,  allowed  by  law  to  be  exported  from  the  Port  of  Dart- 
mouth for  Newfoundland,  being  very  inadequate  to  the  ne- 
cessary consumption  of  those  articles,  it  will  be  impossible 
for  the  Petitioners  to  carry  on  any  trade  and  fishery  to  that 
Island  the  ensuing  season,  unless  they  have  power  for  ex- 
porting such  quantities  of  those  articles  as  may  be  sufficient 
for  supporting  not  only  the  people  immediately  employed 
by  them  in  their  respective  trades,  but  also  great  numbers 
of  inhabitants  of  that  Island,  and  others  who  annually  resort 
thither  to  carry  on  the  fishery ;  and  that  the  Petitioners  can- 
not, with  any  degree  of  precision,  ascertain  what  quantities 
of  each  of  the  said  articles  may  be  necessary  for  those  pur- 
poses, but  they  conceive  great  disadvantages  may  possibly 
arise  from  their  being  stinted,  and  no  inconveniences  likely 
to  accrue  from  their  having  liberty  to  export  to  the  said 
Island  such  quantities  as  their  future  advices  therefrom  may 
make  them  judge  necessary:  And  therefore  praying,  that 
they  may  have  liberty  to  export  from  the  Port  of  Dart- 
mouth for  the  Island  of  Newfoundland,  any  quantities  of 
bread,  flour,  and  pease,  without  stint,  or  to  give  the  Peti- 
tionere  such  other  relief  in  the  jiremises  as  may  be  judged 
necessary. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Friday,  November  3, 1 775. 

A  Petition  of  the  Merchants  trading  to  the  West-Indies^ 
whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  on  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  others,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read, 
setting  forth,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sugar  Colonies  in 
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the  West-Indies  have  hitherto  been  supplied  with  very  large 
tjuantities  of  flour,  bread,  rice,  and  Indian  com,  from  the 
Continent  of  America,  from  wliich  supply  they  are  now  cut 
off  by  reason  of  the  present  interrui)tion  of  commerce  with 
America ;  and  that  the  quantity  of  wheat  and  meal  flour, 
bread,  and  biscuit,  now  allowed  by  law  to  be  exported  to 
the  said  Colonies  from  the  Port  of  London,  will  he  greatly 
insufficient  for  the  su^^tenance  and  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  Suj;ar  Colonies  during  the  continuation  of  such  in- 
terruption: And  therefore  praying  the  House  will  take  the 
premises  into  consideration,  and  grant  such  relief  therein  as 
to  the  House  shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Thursday,  Novemlier  IC,  1775. 
A  Petition  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Clothiers,  Manu- 
facturer, and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  several  Towns  of 
Westbunj,  Warminster,  and  Trowhridge,  and  the  neighbour- 
hood thereof,  in  the  County  of  IFilts,  whose  names  are 
thereunder  written,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read, 
setting  forth.  That  the  Petitioners  are  greatly  alarmed  and 
surprised  at  finding  certain  persons,  styling  themselves  the 
Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Clothiers,  and  other  tradesmen,  of  the 
Towns  and  ncigiibouriiood  of  Bradford.  Trowhridge,  and 
Wilksham,  in  the  County  of  Wilts,  approach  the  throne  of 
our  most  gracious  Sovereign,  and,  under  the  pretence  of 
testifying  their  loyalty  and  affection  to  his  Majesty,  boldly 
assert,  in  regard  to  the  American  prohibition  of  all  commerce 
with  his  Majesty's  European  Dominions,  "  That  thfty,  the 
Petitioners,  find  no  melancholy  effects  arising  therefrom,  or 
any  unusual  failure  of  demand  for  their  manufactures,  or  of 
employment  for  their  poor;"  and  at  this  important  and 
alarming  crisis,  when  so  much  depends  on  the  deliberations 
and  resolutions  of  Pariiament,  not  less  than  the  lives,  liber- 
ties, and  properties  of  thousands  of  their  fellow-subjects,  the 
Petitioners,  apprehending  that  the  like  misrepresentations 
may  be  conveyed  to  the  House,  should  hold  themselves 
unjust  to  their  own  dearest  interests  and  that  of  their  pos- 
terity, if  they  did  not  publickly  express  their  entire  disap- 
probation of  that  malignant  and  uncandid  spirit  which  can 
carry  falsehood  to  the  Throne  ;  for  the  Petitioners  assure  the 
House  that  the  trade  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom  has  most 
sensibly  declined  ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent unfortunate  and  unnatural  contest  with  America ;  and 
the  emj)loyment  of  the  poor  has  proportionably  decreased 
in  like  manner,  insomuch  that  it  appears,  by  authentick  and 
undeniable  evidence  that  the  Poor  Rates  of  the  said  towns 
liave,  during  the  last  ten  years,  groNvn  to  an  enormous  degree, 
and  are  now  become  an  almost  insupportable  burden  to 
the  inhabitants  thereof;  and  that  the  Petitioners  do  not 
presume  to  arraign  the  wisdom  or  justice  of  Parliament,  in 
the  measures  which  have  hitherto  been  adopted  and  pursued 
towards  America,  but,  as  intercessors  on  behalf  of  their 
afflicted  brethren  in  the  Colonies,  and  in  extenuation  of  the 
criminality  with  which  they  have  been  charged,  they  beg 
leave  to  offer,  that  their  resistance  to  the  right  of  taxa- 
tion in  the  British  Parliament,  (from  the  claim  to  which 
the  present  unhappy  differences  have  originated,)  has  not, 
as  they  conceive,  proceeded  from  an  impatience  of  subordi- 
nation to  that  high  constitutional  supremacy  necessarily 
vested  in  the  nxither  country,  but  in  sujjport  of  an  usage 
which  a  uniform  and  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  has  given  them  reason  to  be- 
lieve themselves  entitled  unto,  and  which  Great  Britain 
herself  had  frequently  called  upon  them  to  exercise  in  their 
own  Provincial  Assemblies ;  and  the  Petitioners,  therefore, 
considering  that  the  vital  principal  of  trade  is  peace  and 
confidence,  not  war  and  dfetraction,  and  compassionating 
the  tumultuous  and  irregular  exertion  of  that  rude  yet  manly 
spirit,  whose  features  plainly  mark  its  origin  of  British  an- 
cestry, and  which,  though  misguided  in  them,  was,  through 
our  common  ancestors,  productive  of  those  blessings  which 
make  the  peculiar  boast  of  our  happy  Constitution,  and  to 
which  we  owe  the  distinguished  happiness  that  the  present 
august  family  are  at  this  day  on  the  throne  of  these  king- 
doms ;  and  deprecating  also,  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  the 
event  of  which,  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty,  may 
terminate  in  the  dismemberment  of  our  empire,  or  in  a  bar- 
ren and  ruinous  conquest ;  and  therefore  praying  the  House 
to  take  the  premises  into  their  consideration  ;  and,  for  the 


sake  of  peace,  for  the  sake  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  for 
the  general  safety,  concord,  and  prosperity  of  the  whole 
empire ;  for  the  sake  of  our  holy  religion,  and  the  glory 
of  Almighty  God,  who  dwells  in  peace,  to  adopt  such  lenient 
measures  as  may  restore  to  this  great  kingdom  and  her  Co- 
lonies .that  affectionate  intercourse  with  each  other  which 
alone  can  prevent  the  manifold  evils  with  which  they  are 
now  threatened,  and  establish  the  national  greatness  on  the 
broad  foundation  of  equal  rule,  and  the  general  happiness 
of  a  free,  loyal,  and  united  people. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  upon  the  ubie. 

Friday,  November  17,  1775. 

The  House  was  moved  that  the  Petition  of  the  Merchants 
and  Traders  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Poole ;  and  also 
the  Petition  of  the  Merchants  of  Dartmouth,  in  the  County 
o(  Devon,  engaged  in,  and  carrying  on,  a  trade  and  fishery 
to  and  at  the  Island  of  Newfoundland ;  and  also  the  Peti- 
tion of  the  Merchants  trading  to  the  West-Indies,  whose 
names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and 
others,  might  be  again  read. 

And  the  same  being  read  accordingly; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petitions  be  referred  to  the  con- 
sideration of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  upon  Wednesday  morn- 
ing next,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
to  consider  of  the  said  Petitions. 

Wednesday,  November  22,  1775. 

A  Petition  of  several  Merchants  and  Traders,  within  the 
City  of  Chester,  trading  to  Newfoundland,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read,  setting  forth.  That,  for  several  years 
past,  the  Petitioners  have  commenced  and  now  carry  on  a 
trade  from  the  Port  of  Chester  to  the  Island  of  Newfound- 
land, which  is  daily  increasing,  and  likely  to  become  a  bene- 
ficial branch  of  commerce ;  and  that,  by  the  laws  now  in 
being,  no  bread,  biscuit,  flour,  or  pease,  can  be  exported 
from  Great  Britain  to  Newfoundland,  for  the  use  of  the 
fishery  there,  save  from  certain  ports,  and  from  thence  cer- 
tain limited  quantities  only  are  allowed  to  be  exported  ;  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  unhappy  differences  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  American  Colonies,  the  inhabitants 
of  Newfoundland,  and  the  seamen  employed  in  the  fishery 
there,  have  been,  and  are,  greatly  distressed  for  want  of 
proper  supplies  of  bread  and  other  necessary  provisions, 
which  they  used  to  receive  from  the  continent  of  America; 
and  that  the  Petitionere  find  that  they  cannot  prosecute  their 
said  trade  with  equal  advantage  with  the  other  parts  of  this 
kingdom  without  permission  to  export  bread,  biscuit,  flour, 
peas,  and  other  provisions  ;  and  therefore  praying  that  the 
Petitioners  may  be  permitted  to  export  such  quantities  of  the 
said  articles,  from  the  Port  of  Chester  to  Newfoundland,  and 
for  the  use  of  the  fishery  there,  and  to  have  such  other  in-' 
dulgences  for  the  benefit  of  their  trade  as  to  the  House  shall 
seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petition  be  referred  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  wlioin  it  is 
referred  to  consider  of  the  Petition  of  the  Merchants  and 
Traders  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Poole,  and  also  the 
Petition  of  the  Merchants  of  Dartmouth,  in  the  County  of 
Devon,  engaged  in  and  carrying  on  a  trade  and  fishery  to 
and  at  the  Island  of  Newfoundland ;  and  also  the  Petition  of 
the  Merchants  trading  to  the  West-Indies,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day  being  read  ; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  upon  Friday  morning 
next,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Wliole  House, 
to  consider  of  the  Petition  of  the  Merchants  and  Tradei-s  of 
the  Town  and  County  of  Poole ;  and  also  the  Petition  of 
the  Merchants  of  Dartmouth,  in  the  County  of  Devon,  en- 
gaged in,  and  carrying  on,  a  trade  and  fishery  to  and  atthe 
Island  of  Newfoundland ;  and  also  the  Petition  of  the  Mer- 
chants trading  to  the  West-Indies,  whose  names  are  there- 
unto subscribed,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others;  and 
also  the  Petition  of  several  Merchants  and  Traders  within 
the  City  of  Chester,  trading  to  Newfoundland. 

Thursday,  November  23,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robinson  have  leave  to  make  a  mo- 
tion, it  being  after  ten  of  the  clock. 
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And  he  moved  the  House  accordingly :  and  presented  to 
the  House  a  Petition  of  the  Merchants  o(  London,  subscribers 
thereunto,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,  concerned  in 
the  commerce  and  fisheries  at  Newfoundland,  Nova-Scotia, 
Island  of  St.  JohTi's,  River  St.  Lawrence,  Coast  of  Labrador, 
and  places  adjacent,  from  the  several  Ports  of  London,  Liver- 
pool, Weymouth,  Topsham,  Limpston,  Exmouth,  and*  Tin- 
mouth. 

And  the  said  Petition  was  read,  setting  forth,  That  the 
Petitioners,  during  the  present  year,  have  suffered  very  great 
inconvenience  and  loss  in  carrying  on  their  trade  and  fishe- 
ries at  Ncwfotmdland,  and  places  adjacent,  by  their  usual 
resources  of  bread,  flour,  and  other  necessai-ies,  being  totally 
interrupted  by  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  American  Colonies  ;  and  that  although  the  pre- 
sent price  of  corn  leaves  the  exportation  of  bread  and  flour 
entirely  open,  and  seems  to  make  this  application  unneces- 
sary ;  yet,  as  the  price  of  both  may  advance  so  that  the 
prohibition  may  again  take  place,  the  Petitioners  may  there- 
by sustain  much  loss  and  disappointment  in  their  business, 
unless  a  timely  and  proper  relief  is  provided  by  the  House, 
in  case  of  such  exigency ;  and  that,  as  the  quantity  of  bread, 
flour,  peas,  and  other  provisions,  allowed  to  be  exported 
from  certain  ports  in  this  kingdom  to  Newfoundland,  under 
the  Act  of  the  fourteenth  of  his  present  Majesty,  will  not  be 
a  sufficient  supply  to  carry  on  the  trade  and  fisheries  while 
an  interruption  continues  in  their  supplies  from  America,  the 
Petitioners  cannot  pui-sue  their  business,  unless  they  have 
liberty  to  export,  under  certain  limitations  and  restrictions,  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  bread,  flour,  pease,  grout,  oatmeal,  and 
other  necessaries ;  and  as  confining  the  export  to  particular 
persons  and  districts  has  been  found  injurious  in  a  general 
commercial  view,  the  Petitioners  hope  that  the  House  will 
think  it  expedient  to  allow  the  exportation  of  the  necessary 
articles  to  be  extended  to  any  port  or  ports  in  Great  Britain, 
where  they  may  be  able  to  obtain  them  upon  the  most  rea- 
sonable and  convenient  terms ;  and  therefore  praying  the 
House  to  take  the  premises  into  consideration,  and  grant 
such  relief  therein  as  to  the  House  shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petition  be  referred  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  it  is 
referred  to  consider  of  the  Petition  of  the  Merchants  and 
Traders  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Poole ;  and  also  the 
Petition  of  the  Merchants  of  Dartmouth,  in  the  County  of 
Devon,  engaged  in,  and  carrying  on,  a  trade  and  fishery  to 
and  at  the  Island  of  Newfoundland ;  and  also  the  Petition  of 
the  Merchants  trading  to  the  West-Indies,  whose  names  are 
thereunto  subscribed,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  others ; 
and  also  the  Petition  of  several  Merchants  and  Traders  with- 
in the  City  of  Chester,  trading  to  Newfoundland. 

Friday,  November  24,  1775. 
Ordered,  That  the  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  House  to 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  con- 
sider of  the  Petition  of  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  the 
Town  and  County  of  Poole,  praying  to  be  permitted  to 
export  Provisions  and  other  necessaries,  for  the  use  of  the 
British  Fishery,  carried  on  at  Newfoundland  and  the  places 
adjacent ;  and  of  the  several  other  Petitions  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  the  said  Committee,  be  now  read. 
And  the  said  Order  being  read  accordingly. 
Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  upon   Wednesday,  the 
14th  day  of  February  next,  resolve  itself  into  the  said  Com- 
mittee. 

Tuesday,  December  5,  1775. 
A  Petition  of  the  Merchants  in  Liverpool,  whose  names 
are  subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read,  set- 
ting forth.  That  the  British  Islands  in  the  West-Indies,  and 
the  Island  of  Newfoundland,  have  been  hitherto  supplied 
from  the  Continent  of  North-America  with  wheat,  wheat 
meal,  bread,  and  other  articles  of  provision  ;  which  supplies 
are,  by  the  present  disputes  with  America,  entirely  withheld 
from  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  the  said  Islands ;  and  that 
it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  quantities  necessary  for  the 
sustenance  of  so  many  Islands,  already  abounding  with 
people,  daily  increasing  by  the  arrival  of  fresh  supplies  of 
Negroes,  and  where  the  heat  of  the  climate  renders  every  arti- 
cle of  provision  liable  to  speedy  decay;  and,  therefore,  praying 
that  the   Petitioners  may  have  leave  to  export  wheat, 


wheat  meal,  biscuit,  bread,  and  pease,  to  any  of  the  Bri- 
tish Islands  in  America,  or  that  such  other  relief  may  be 
granted  as  the  House  may  judge  needful. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom 
it  is  referred  to  consider  of  the  Petition  of  the  Merchants 
and  Traders  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Poole,  (praying 
to  be  permitted  to  export  Provisions  and  other  necessaries, 
for  the  use  of  the  British  Fishery  carried  on  at  Newfound- 
land, and  the  places  adjacent,)  and  of  the  several  other  Pe- 
titions referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  Committee. 

A  Petition  of  the  Merchants  of  Lancaster  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read,  setting  forth.  That  the  Petition- 
ers carry  on  a  considerable  trade  to  the  Sugar  Colonies  on 
their  own  accounts ;  whereby  the  manutacturers  ol  this 
kingdom  are  encouraged,  and  the  revenue  augmented ; 
and  that  the  Petitioners  are  alarmed  at  the  consequences 
which  must  happen  to  the  said  Colonies,  should  the  non- 
exportation  agreement  in  North-America  be  adhered  to ; 
from  whence  those  Colonies  have  hitherto  been  supplied 
with  very  large  quantities  of  bread,  flour,  rice,  Indian  corn, 
live  stock,  and  other  provisions,  also  lumber,  and  various 
other  articles  absolutely  necessary  and  requisite  for  their  sus- 
tenance and  support ;  and  that  the  Petitioners  are  very  ap- 
prehensive the  present  interruption  of  such  supplies  will 
greatly  distress  the  said  Colonies,  and  be  very  prejudicial  to 
their  commerce  with  them ;  and,  therefore,  praying  the 
House  to  take  into  consideration  the  unhappy  situation  the 
Sugar  Colonies  must  be  in,  while  such  supplies  are  with- 
held from  them,  and  wherein  their  commerce  may  be  in- 
volved, and  grant  such  relief  in  the  premises  as  to  the  House 
shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Thursday,  December  7,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petition  of  the  Merchants  of  La/icas- 
ter,  which  was  presented  to  the  House  upon  Tuesday  last, 
and  then  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  be  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to 
whom  it  is  referred  to  consider  of  the  Petition  of  the  Mer- 
chants and  Traders  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Poole, 
(praying  to  be  permitted  to  export  Provisions  and  other 
necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  British  Fishery,  carried  on  at 
Newfoundland  and  the  places  adjacent,)  and  of  the  several 
other  Petitions  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee. 

A  Petition  of  the  Planters  of  his  Majesty's  Sugar  Colo- 
nies, residing  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  Merchants  of 
London,  trading  to  the  said  Colonies,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read,  setting  forth,  That  the  Petitioners 
having,  upon  a  former  occasion,  stated  and  laid  before  the 
House,  with  all  the  accuracy  and  precision  of  which  they 
were  capable,  the  worth  and  value  of  his  Majesty's  Sugar 
Colonies  in  the  West-Indies ;  their  national  magnitude  and 
importance  to  Great  Britain ;  their  situation  as  depending 
upon  their  sister  Colonies  in  North-America,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  property  and  support  of  life;  the  Petitioners' 
fears  and  apprehensions  of  dangers  and  distress  arising  out 
of  the  unhappy  disputes  subsisting  between  Great  Britain 
and  America.  They  firmly  trusted,  if  conciliation  did  not 
render  it  unnecessary,  that  these  substantial  motives  would 
have  made  them  the  objects  of  the  consideration  and  atten- 
tion of  the  House ;  and  that,  in  the  midst  of  the  flattering 
expectations  that  application  might  meet  a  forward  disjwsi- 
tion  in  the  House  to  relieve,  the  Petitioners'  hopes  are  at  once 
blasted  and  cut  off,  by  the  bringing  in  a  Bill  to  prohibit  all 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Colonies  of  New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  New-  York, 
New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  Counties  on  De- 
laware, Maryland,  Virginia,  North- Carolina,^  South- Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia ;  and  that  when  the  American  Congress 
adopted  their  Non-Importation  and  Non-Exportation  Re- 
solves, the  fears,  naturally  arising  to  the  Petitioners  from 
them,  were  somewhat  abated  by  a  reliance,  on  the  Petition- 
ers' parts,  of  a  relaxation  on  theirs,  at  least  with  regard  to 
the  Petitioners ;  but  lest,  happily  for  the  Petitioners,  this 
event  might  succeed,  the  present  Bill  not  only  deprives  the 
Petitioners  of  the  probability,  but  establishes  the  impossibi- 
lity likewise;  and  therefore  praying  that,  upon  this  ground, 
the  Petitioners  may  be  allowed  to  be  heard  at  the  bar,  by 
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tlieir  agents  and  counsel,  against  the  said  Bill ;  relying  on 
the  wisdom,  goodness,  justice,  and  iiiercj-  of  the  House,  not 
only  for  special  relief  in  this  instance,  but  for  such  further 
assistance  as  the  House  can  give. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  upon  the  table, 
until  the  Report  be  received  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  to  whom  the  Bill  to  prohibit  all  trade  and 
intercouree  with  the  Colonies  of  New-Hampshire,.  Masan- 
cliiuetis-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  JS'eio-York,  Netv- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  Counties  on  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Virginia,  North- Carolina,  South- Caroli- 
na, and  Georgia,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  Re- 
bellion within  the  said  Colonies  respectively ;  for  repealing 
an  Act  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  pre- 
sent Majesty,  to  discontinue  the  landing  and  discharging, 
lading  or  shipping,  of  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  at 
the  Town,  and  within  the  Harbour  of  Boston,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  also  two  Acts,  made  in 
the  last  session  of  Parliament,  for  restraining  the  Trade  and 
Commerce  of  the  Colonies,  in  the  said  Acts  respectively 
mentioned  ;  and  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  apjioint  Commis- 
sionei-s,  and  to  issue  Proclamations  in  the  cases,  and  for  the 
pui'poses  therein  mentioned,  was  committed  ;  and  that  the 
Petitioners  be  then  heard,  by  their  counsel,  against  the  said 
Bill,  upon  their  Petition,  if  they  think  fit. 

Thursday,  February  29,  1776. 

A  Petition  of  the  Master,  Wardens,  and  Commonalty, 
of  the  Society  of  Merchant  Venturers  of  the  City  of  Biis- 
tol,  under  their  common  seal,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read,  setting  forth,  That  the  British  Colonies  in  the 
H^esi-Lidies  have  been  usually  supplied  from  North-Ame- 
rica with  great  quantities  of  bread,  flour,  rice,  Indian  com, 
live  stock  and  other  provisions ;  and  that,  during  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  publick  affairs,  the  said  Colonies  will  be 
greatly  distressed  unless  a  supply  is  sent  from  this  kingdom  : 
And  therefore  praying  the  House  to  take  the  premises  into 
consideration,  and  to  apply  such  remedy  as  shall  appear  fit 
and  necessary. 

A  Petition  of  several  Merchants  trading  from  the  Port  of 
Milford,  in  the  County  of  Pembroke,  whose  names  are  there- 
unto subscribed,  was  also  presented  to  the  House,  and  read, 
setting  forth.  That  the  British  Islands  in  the  West-Indies 
have  been  hitherto  supplied  from  the  Continent  of  North- 
America  with  large  quantities  of  wheat,  wheat  meal,  bis- 
cuit, bread,  and  other  articles  of  provisions,  which  supplies 
are,  by  the  present  disputes  with  America,  entirely  withheld 
from  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  the  said  Islands ;  and  re- 
presenting to  the  House  that  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain 
the  quantities  of  the  above  articles  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  sustenance  and  support  of  the  numerous  inhabitants  of 
the  said  Islands,  where  the  heat  of  the  climate  renders  every 
article  of  provision  liable  to  speedy  decay  :  And,  therefore, 
praying  the  House,  to  take  into  consideration  the  unhappy 
situation  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  British  Islands 
must  be  in,  while  such  supplies  are  withheld  from  them, 
and  allow  the  Petitioners  to  export  wheat,  wheat  meal,  bis- 
cuit, bread,  pease,  and  other  articles  of  provisions,  to  the 
said  British  Islands,  for  the  sustenance  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  under  such  regulations  as  the  House  shall  think 
proper. 

And  the  said  Petitions  were  severally  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  it  is  referred  to  consider  of  the  Petition  of  the 
Merchants  and  Traders  of  the  To\\n  and  County  of  Poole, 
(praying  to  be  permitted  to  export  Provisions  and  odier 
necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  British  Fishery  carried  on  at 
Newfoundland,  and  the  places  adjacent,)  and  of  the  several 
other  Petitions  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee. 

Friday,  April  26,  1776. 

A  Petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  Plantations  in  the  Bri- 
tish IVcst-Indies,  Merchants  in  Glasgoiv,  and  others,  trading 
thither  from  the  River  Clyde,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read,  setting  forth.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  British 
Sugar  Colonies  have  formerly  been  supplied  with  large 
quantities  of  flour  and  grain  from  the  Continent  of  North- 
America,  from  which  supply  they  are  now  cut  off  by  reason 
of  the  present  interruption  of  commerce  with  America ; 


and  that  the  quantities  of  wheat,  meal,  flour,  bread,  and 
biscuit,  now  allowed  by  law  to  be  exported  to  the  said 
Colonies,  and  from  the  Port  of  London  only,  will  be  greatly 
insufficient  for  the  sustenance  and  use  of  the  Sugar  Colo- 
nies, during  the  continuance  of  such  interruption:  And 
therefore  praying  the  House  to  take  th's  matter  into  consi- 
deration, and  to  grant  permission  for  exporting  the  above 
kinds  of  provisions  from  the  Ports  of  Greenock  and  Glas- 
gow, to  the  West-Indies,  and  to  give  such  other  relief  in  the 
premises  as  to  the  House  shall  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom 
it  is  referred  to  consider  of  the  Petition  of  the  Merchants 
and  Traders  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Poole,  (praying  to 
be  permitted  to  export  Provisions  and  other  necessaries  for 
die  use  of  the  British  Fishery  carried  on  at  Newfoundland, 
and  the  places  adjacent,)  and  of  the  several  other  Petitions 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  Committee. 

Thursday,  May  2,  1776. 

jVIr.  Alderman  Oliver,  according  to  order,  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  it  was  referred 
to  consider  further  of  the  Petition  of  the  Merchants  and 
Traders  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Poole,  (praying  to  be 
permitted  to  export  Provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the 
use  of  the  British  Fishery  carried  on  at  Newfoundland, 
and  the  places  adjacent,)  and  of  the  several  other  Petitions 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  Committee,  the 
Resolution  which  the  Committee  had  directed  him  to  report 
to  the  House ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  read, 
and  is  as  followeth,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
a  limited  quantity  of  Biscuit  and  Pease  be  allowed  to  be  ex- 
ported to  the  Island  of  Newfoundland,  to  the  Province  of 
Nova-Scotia,  to  Bay  Chaleur,  and  to  the  Coast  of  Labra- 
dor, under  certain  regulations,  for  the  benefit  of  the  British 
Fishery  carried  on  in  those  parts. 

The  said  Resolution  being  read  a  second  time,  was,  upon 
the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  gendemen  who 
are  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  pui-suant  to  the 
Resolutions,  which,  upon  Monday  last,  were  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  it  was  referred 
to  consider  of  the  Petition  of  die  JMerchants  and  Traders  of 
the  Town  and  County  of  Poole,  (praying  to  be  permitted 
to  export  Provisions,  and  other  necessaries,  for  the  use  of 
the  British  Fishery  carried  on  at  Newfoundland,  and  the 
places  adjacent,)  and  of  the  several  other  Petitions  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  said  Committee,  that  they  do 
make  provision  in  the  said  Bill,  pursuant  to  the  Resolution 
this  day  reported  from  the  said  Committee,  and  which  has 
been  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  was  moved.  That  the  Resolution  which, 
upon  Friday  last,  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  of  so 
much  of  an  Act,  made  in  the  diirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  Majesty,  indtuled  "An  Act  to  regulate  the  Importadon 
and  Exportation  of  Corn,"  as  relates  to  the  Ports  and  places 
into  which  Corn  and  Grain  may  be  imported  and  landed, 
witliout  payment  of  the  Duties,  and  was  then  agreed  to  by 
the  House,  might  be  read. 

And  the  same  was,  as  agreed  to  by  the  House,  read  ac- 
cordingly, and  is  as  followeth,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  Corn,  Grain,  and  Flour,  imported  into  the 
Port  of  Preston,  be  allowed  to  be  landed  without  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Duties,  under  the  like  restrictions  as  Corn,  Grain, 
and  Flour  is  allowed  to  be  landed  at  the  several  Ports  men- 
tioned in  an  Act  made  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled  "An  Act  to  regulate  the 
Importation  and  Exportation  of  Corn." 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instmction  to  the  gentlemen  who 
are  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  said  Bill,  that  they 
do  make  provision  therein,  pursuant  to  the  said  Resolution. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  gentlemen  who 
are  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  said  Bill,  that 
they  do  make  provision  therein  for  indemnifying  all  persons 
with  respect  to  advising  or  carrying  into  execution  his  Ma- 
jesty's Orders  of  Council  already  made,  for  allowing  the 
exj)ortation  of  Wheat  and  other  articles. 
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Tuesday,  May  7,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  the  Instruction,  which,  upon  Thursday 
last,  was  given  to  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  Bill  pursuant  to  the  Resolutions  which,  upon  the 
29tli  day  of  April  last,  were  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  of 
the  Petition  of  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  the  Town  and 
County  of  Poole,  (praying  to  be  permitted  to  export  Provi- 
sions and  other  necessaries,  for  the  use  of  the  British  Fishery 
carried  on  at  ^Newfoundland,  and  the  places  adjacent,)  and 
of  the  several  other  Petitions  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee,  and  were  then  agreed  to  by  the  House,  to 
prepare  the  said  Bill,  pureuant  to  the  Resolution  which, 
upon  the  26th  day  of  April  last,  was  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to 
consider  further  of  so  much  of  an  Act  made  in  the  thirteenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled  "An  Act 
to  regulate  the  Importation  and  Exportation  of  Corn,"  as 
relates  to  the  ports  and  places  into  which  Corn  and  Grain 
may  be  imported  and  landed,  without  payment  of  the  duties, 
and  was  then  agreed  to  by  the  House,  be  discharged. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Friday,  October  37,  1775. 

The  House  was  moved,  That  an  Act  made  in  the  second 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled  "An  Act 
to  explain,  amend,  and  reduce  into  one  Act  of  Parliament, 
the  several  Laws  now  in  being  relating  to  the  raising  and 
training  the  Militia  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,"  might  be  read. 

And  the  same  was  read  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  en- 
able his  Majesty  to  call  out  and  assemble  the  Militia,  in  all 
cases  of  Rebellion,  in  any  part  of  the  Dominions  belonging 
to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  the  Lord  North, 
jMr.  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Solicitor-General,  and  Sir  Grey 
Cooper,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Monday,  October  30,  1775. 

The  Lord  North  presented  to  the  House,  according  to 
order,  a  Bill  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  call  out  and  assemble 
the  Militia,  in  all  cases  of  Rebellion,  in  any  part  of  the  Do- 
minions belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the 
same  was  received,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Thursday  morning  next. 

Thursday,  November  2,  1775. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  call  out  and  assemble 
the  Militia,  in  all  cases  of  Rebellion,  in  any  part  of  the  Do- 
minions belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  : 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  that  the 
said  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time : 

Mr.  Hartley  said :  Sir,  I  shall  beg  leave,  upon  the  present 
occasion,  to  take  a  scope  wide  of  the  immediate  business, 
and  offer  an  observation  or  two  upon  the  necessity  of  having 
some  measure  of  a  conciliatory  nature  to  attend  those  coer- 
cive ones  which  are  brought  forward  against  America  with 
so  much  haste.  1  would  propose  that  there  should  be  some 
test  of  submission  held  out,  by  which  the  Colonies  may 
prove  their  submission  to  the  legislative  power  of  this  coun- 
try. I  think  the  best  would  be  the  recognition  of  an  act  of 
Parliament,  to  be  registered  in  the  assembly  of  such  Colony 
willing  to  submit.  And  I  think  the  best  should  be  one  which 
exercises  a  controlling  power  over  the  Colony ;  for  instance, 
suppose  it  was  to  enact  that  all  the  slaves  in  America  should 
have  the  trial  by  jury.  The  recognition  of  this,  and  the  sub- 
mission to  its  operation,  would  yield  the  requisite  proof  of 
duty.  When  this  actual  recognition  of  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment shall  have  replaced  the  legislative  authority  of  this 
country,  without  question  or  diminution,  as  it  was  before  the 
commencement  of  these  troubles  ;  then,  as  an  act  of  merited 
justice  to  such  Colonies  as  shall  have  given  this  proof  of  their 
return  to  their  allegiance,  let  their  grievances  be  redressed  ; 
let  the  operation  of  all  the  acts  complained  of  cease,  ipso 
facto,  in  each  Colony  resi)ectively  where  the  required  recog- 
nition shall  have  been  complied  with.  This  proposition 
seems  to  me  to  be  equitable  in  itself;  I  hope  it  will  be 


thought  by  all  parties  to  be  definite,  satisfactory,  and  practi- 
cable. 

Mr.  Charles  Turner.  I  am  against  the  present  bill  upon 
every  account,  as  I  am  against  Militias  in  general.  The 
proper  men  to  recruit  and  supply  your  troops  are  the  scum 
and  outcasts  of  cities  and  manufactories;  fellows  who  volun- 
tarily submit  to  be  slaves  by  an  apprenticeship  of  seven 
years  are  the  proper  persons  to  be  military  ones.  But  to 
take  the  honest,  sober,  industrious  fellow  from  the  plough, 
is  doing  an  essential  mischief  to  the  community,  and  laying 
a  double  tax.  The  Militia  is  likewise  more  expensive  than 
the  regulars,  and  therefore  the  more  improper  at  present. 

Viscount  Moumtuart.  I  do  not  rise  to  oppose  the  pre- 
sent bill,  because  I  am  clear  that  the  force  of  a  Militia  is 
the  true  constitutional  force  to  be  relied  on  by  this  or  any 
kingdom  ;  but,  sir,  I  wish  to  see  no  longer  a  partial  Militia ; 
I  wish  to  see  an  end  of  a  line  of  distinction  drawn  bet\s  eeii 
countries,  which  in  nature  and  in  land  are  the  same ;  I  wish 
to  see  a  Militia  in  North-Britain.  What  reason  can  be 
assigned  against  it  ?  The  stain  of  rebellion  is  wiped  out ;  it 
is  done  away  for  ever,  by  the  loyalty  of  the  people,  and  the 
uncommon  exertions  they  made  for  the  Crown  in  the  last 
war.  1  do  not  mean  now  to  bring  this  matter  under  consi- 
deration, but  give  notice  that  I  shall  take  an  early  open  day 
to  propose  it. 

Mr.  Dunning  condemned  the  bill.  Instead  of  the  osten- 
sible motives  held  out  by  it,  the  Militia  may  be  employed 
in  the  most  alarming  and  unconstitutional  manner.  It  throws 
a  power  into  the  hands  of  the  King,  hitherto  unknown  to 
the  Constitution.  He  took  a  retrospective  view  of  mea- 
sures in  general,  and  introduced  some  strictures  on  addresses, 
particularly  that  from  the  First  Battalion  of  the  Militia  of  the 
County  of  Devon.  My  honourable  friend,  [Mr.  Acland,\ 
who  helped  to  procure  that  address,  and  presented  it,  he 
supposed,  consulted  the  noble  Lord  [North]  upon  it ;  and 
he  had  good  ground  to  believe  the  noble  Lord  corrected  it. 
The  address  speaks  its  origin  fully ;  it  makes  a  tender  of 
their  services  with  their  swords  drawn,  not  to  use  them 
against  the  common  enemy,  any  of  tlie  branches  of  the 
House  of  Bourbon;  not  even  against  the  Americans,  for 
they  could  not  act  against  either  out  of  the  kingdom ;  but 
against  his  Majesty's  internal  enemies — that  is,  such  who,  in 
this  House  or  elsewhere,  dare  to  hold  a  contrary  opinion 
with  the  framer  and  author  of  it.  The  tendency  of  the  bill 
is  exceedingly  different  from  the  old  Militia  law,  and  there- 
fore demands  an  explanation,  that  the  House  may  know 
how  different  the  situation  of  the  gentlemen  now  in  the 
Militia  will  be,  when  this  bill  is  passed,  from  what  it  is  at 
present.  They  and  the  men  entered  into  that  engagement 
with  their  country,  under  the  express  circumstances  that 
they  were  never  to  be  called  out  but  in  time  of  invasion  or 
rebellion  in  England,  or  imminent  danger  of  one  or  the 
other.  This  condition  secured  them  from  being  at  the 
beckon  of  a  Minister,  to  be  called  out  under  pretences  of 
distant  or  imaginary  danger.  They  knew  the  nature  of  the 
very  cause  in  which  they  were  to  draw  their  swords  ;  but 
what  will  be  their  situation  if  this  bill  passes  ?  It  will  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Minister  to  imbody  the  Militia,  and  put 
them  under  the  Mutiny  Act,  if  a  rebellion  is  only  appre- 
hended in  Bengal,  in  St.  Helena,  in  the  most  distant  and 
insignificant  dependency  of  the  Crown.  To  draw  their 
swords  in  defence  of  their  King  and  country,  is  what  they 
entered  expressly  and  cheerfully  to  do ;  but  to  be  made 
soldiers  in  spite  of  themselves — to  serve,  not  their  country  in 
great  and  fearful  exigencies,  but  to  second  the  apprehensions 
or  evil  designs  of  a  Minister,  is  being  in  a  situation  so  totally 
different,  that  no  arguments  can  convince  me  they  will  en- 
dure it.  I  am  a  friend  to  the  old  Militia,  because  it  can 
only  be  drawn  out  in  cases  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  ; 
but  I  am  an  enemy  to  this  new  scheme,  because  it  in  fact 
annihilates  that  meritorious  Militia,  and  gives  you  a  monster 
in  its  stead. 

A  noble  Lord  ha^  touched  upon  another  Militia — a  Mili- 
tia to  be  composed  of  a  set  of  people  of  a  complexion  which 
has  not,  it  seems,  been  thought  by  the  legislature  to  recom- 
mend them  to  possess  it;  a  Northern  Militia!  From  the 
manner  in  which  the  intimation  is  given,  I  take  it  for  grant- 
ed the  plan  is  determined,  and  that  we  may  consider  it  as 
one  of  tho  measures  which  are  at  present  so  rapidly  com- 
bined. And  it  leads  me  naturally  to  the  great  question  of 
America,  to  show  how  these  measures  are  united  in  order  to 


79 


BILL  TO  ASSEMBLE  THE  JIILITIA  IN  CASES  OF  REBELLION. 


80 


be  effectual ;  and  I  sliall  the  readier  undertake  it,  as  next 
week  I  shall  he  otherwise  employed. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  what  are  the  auxiliaries  which 
die  present  Administration  call  to  the  assistance  of  the  Bri- 
tish Constitution — Catholicks,  from  Canada,  if  tiiey  can  be 
induced  to  act ;  Irish  Papists ;  a  new  Militia  in  England, 
composed  of  a  description  of  men  exceedingly  different  from 
those  who  composed  the  old  one ;  a  Scotch  Rlilitia,  of  a  de- 
scription that  1  will  not  name ;  Hanoverian  mercenaries  to 
"arrison  the  two  great  fortresses  of  the  Mediterranean ;  and, 
to  crown  the  whole,  twenty  thousand  Russians,  to  protect 
the  leiMslative  authority  of  diis  country.  It  has  been  de- 
clared, in  another  House,  that  the  Russians  are  not  to  be 
sent  to  America,  therefore  they  are,  we  may  presume,  to  be 
brought  here.  He  wished  to  know  what  object  we  were 
now  contending  for  with  America.  It  was  not  for  taxes,  as 
we  might  easily  perceive  by  General  Burgoyne's  letter  to 
General  Lee ;  for  a  gentleman  of  his  good  sense,  and  who 
lield  so  high  a  post  under  Government,  would  not  venture 
to  assert  so  much  without  some  authority.  It  could  not  be 
said  that  we  were  contending  for  the  general  unlimited 
power  of  Parliament  over  every  part  of  the  empire ;  for 
the  Secretary  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom  had  contradicted 
that  idep,  by  asserting  "  that  expressions  of  that  kind  which 
had  been  made  in  that  House  by  a  gentleman  high  in  office, 
were  no  more  than  the  rash,  inconsiderate  opinion  of  a  hasty 
individual."  He  wished  to  be  fairly  understood  with  regard 
to  his  ideas  of  rebellion :  he  never  had  considered  it  as  a 
genus  which  might  be  divided  into  several  distinct  species ; 
yet  he  was  apt  to  imagine  that  there  might  be  one  sort  of 
rebellion  less  deserving  our  hatred  than  another ;  that  there 
might  be  a  provoked  and  an  unprovoked  rebellion,  of  which 
each  merited  different  degrees  of  censure.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  ridicule  the  motley  complexion  of  our  intended 
forces,  which  were  to  consist  of  Hanoverians,  Russians, 
savage  Canadians,  and  Msh  Roman  Catholicks.  He  said 
he  had  heard  that  a  single  regiment  could  march  from  one 
end  of  North-America  to  the  other ;  but  he  desired  to  know 
if  it  was  not  more  probable  that  twenty  thousand  Russians 
could  march  from  John  o'Grotfs  house  to  the  Land's-End. 
On  the  whole,  he  declared  that  he  was  against  this,  as  well 
as  most  of  the  other  measures  of  Government ;  that  he  stood 
alone,  unconnected  witli  any  party ;  that  he  despised  any 
man  who,  at  such  a  critical  juncture  as  the  present,  could 
be  swayed  by  any  personal  motive  whatever;  that,  for  his 
part,  he  spoke  ex  animo,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
give  him  credit  for  his  assertion.  He  concluded  by  observ- 
ing, that  although  he  might  not,  perhaps,  be  able  to  give 
that  close  attendance  to  the  business  of  the  House  which  he 
coiild  wish,  yet  he  would  uniformly  oppose  the  Ministry  in 
every  step  they  should  take  to  enforce  measures  which  he 
heartily  condemned. 

Sir  George  Yonge  informed  the  House  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  Devonshire  Address  was  obtained,  without  the 
knowledge  or  concurrence  of  the  gentlemen  of  property  in 
the  County. 

Mr.  Righy.  I  should  not  have  risen  to  the  present  ques- 
tion, had  not  the  learned  gentleman  brought  me  into  a  con- 
spicuous light,  from  what  an  Irish  Secretary  is  said  to  have 
mentioned  in  another  place.  I  have  a  great  opinion  of 
that  gentleman's  abilities ;  and  it  is  plain  he  has  a  very 
good  ojjinion  of  me,  from  the  way  he  treats  me.  Because 
tJie  Irish  Secretary  says  I  am  a  rash  and  inconsiderate  indi- 
vidual, therefore  Administration  says  I  am  so,  for  such  and 
such  sentiments.  As  to  the  right  of  taxing  Ireland,  I  assert 
it  upon  the  solid  authority  of  an  act  of  Parliament.  If  this 
Parliament  has  a  right  to  deprive  the  House  of  Lords  of 
Ireland  of  their  judicial  right  in  the  demier  resort,  it  has  a 
right  to  do  everything  else.  But  the  learned  gentleman  has 
taken  a  wider  field ;  he  has  given  us  a  rueful  catalogue  of 
troops,  which  are  to  execute  the  measures,  and  among  the 
rest,  twenty  thousand  Russians.  This  is  the  first  time  that 
I  ever  heard  a  syllable  of  Russians  coming  here.  It  is  tnie, 
1  am  not  of  the  Cabinet ;  I  never  was  there  in  my  life ;  but 
from  the  connections  I  have,  and  from  all  my  information, 
I  know  of  no  such  design.  But  whenever  a  war  has  been 
opened  which  demands  foreign  auxiliaries,  various  are  those 
that  have  been  hired.  The  last  war  saw  Wolfcnbuttlers, 
Hessians,  Hanoverians,  and  I  know  not  what,  in  our  ser- 
vice ;  and  there  was  a  Britannick  legion,  which  consisted 
of  all  the  thieves  in  Europe :  the  learned  member,  if  dis- 


posed to  ridicule,  might  call  them,  and  the  Mdhrattas  of  the 
East,  allies  of  the  King  of  England.  The  learned  member 
enters  very  logically  into  the  distinctions  of  rebellion,  and, 
from  attending  minutely  to  them,  all  I  can  learn  is,  that  there 
are  two  sorts  of  rebellion :  one  which  the  gentleman  likes 
very  well,  and  one  which  he  likes  not  at  all.  He  detests 
the  rebellion  of  1745,  but  likes  the  present  passing  well. 
Now,  for  my  part,  although  I  think  there  is  but  one  kind  of 
rebellion,  I  cannot  carry  my  sentiments  so  far  back  as  the 
honourable  gentleman ;  for,  whenever  the  Americans  shall 
return  to  their  duty,  and  behave  as  loyally  as  the  people  of 
Manchester,  I  shall  not,  by  any  means,  consider  them  as 
deserving  my  hatred ;  but  shall  readily  give  up  the  point 
of  taxation  for  honourable  terms  of  accommodation  with 
them. 

Colonel  Barre  observed,  that  he  had  lately  heard  many 
gentlemen  in  Administration  speak  very  moderately  oi  Ame- 
rican aftairs,  and  he  exhorted  them  to  throw  some  kind  of 
a  conciliatory  proposition  togetlier,  as  a  step  towards  an 
accommodation.  He  requested  the  friends  of  Rlinistry  not 
to  be  so  very  fond  of  war,  as  to  overlook  an  easy  and 
honourable  peace,  which  lay  so  immediately  in  their  way 
that  they  could  not  but  see  it,  if  they  would  but  give  them- 
selves the  trouble  to  look  for  it ;  and  concluded  by  remind- 
ing the  House  that  Philip  lost  the  now  United  Provinces 
by  being  too  tenacious  of  one  single  post. 

Mr.  Acland.  As  I  do  not  intend  that  some  aspersions 
the  learned  gentleman  [Mr.  Dunning]  has  thrown  out  on 
me  shall  go  unnoticed,  I  rise  now  to  give  the  learned  gen- 
tleman an  opportunity  of  replying,  if  he  chooses  it.  The 
learned  gentleman  began  by  calling  me  his  honourable 
friend,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  give  me  the  most 
unequivocal  proofs  of  his  fiiendship,  by  throwing  out  asser- 
tions as  detrimental  to  an  independent  character  as  they 
were  unfounded  in  fact.  The  learned  gentleman  has  said 
that  the  address  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Devonshire  Mili- 
tia, which  I  had  the  honour  of  presenting,  was  corrected  by 
the  noble  Lord.  If  1  were  to  give  way  to  the  just  dictates 
of  my  resentment,  no  expression  the  English  language  con- 
tained would  be  strong  enough  to  mark  in  its  true  colours 
such  an  unwarranted  assertion  ;  but  I  will  content  myself  with 
declaring  to  this  House,  this  full  gallery,  and  the  whole  world, 
that  it  is  untrue.  The  address  which  has  had  the  misfor- 
tune of  drawing  down  the  weight  of  that  gentleman's  resent- 
ment upon  it,  and  which  I,  it  seems,  in  an  unfortunate  hour 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  if  its  containing  strong  sentiments 
of  loyalty  to  the  King,  and  attachment  to  the  Constitution, 
be  a  crime,  is,  I  confess,  most  criminal.  But,  sir,  sorry  am 
I  to  find  that  expressions  of  loyalty  to  the  King  and  attach- 
ment to  the  Constitution,  should  appear  so  criminal  to  that 
learned  gendeman.  This  address,  at  which  the  gentleman 
is  so  much  displeased,  expresses,  sir,  a  just  abhorrence  of 
every  attempt  to  alienate  the  minds  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, and  a  readiness,  when  properly  called  on,  to  endea- 
vour to  suppress  any  internal  enemies  of  the  King  and  Con- 
stitution. It  is  necessary  that  I  should  inform  this  House, 
that  about  the  time  that  this  and  many  other  Western  ad- 
dresses originated  in  the  country,  many  inflammatory  papers, 
breathing  a  spirit  adverse  to  all  order  and  tranquillity,  had 
been,  with  an  assiduity  hitherto  unknown,  dispersed  through 
the  West ;  amongst  othei-s,  letters  inviting  to  associate  had 
been  sent  to  many  of  the  principal  Magistrates  and  fii-st  gen- 
tlemen of  property.  These  associations  were  recommended 
on  the  principle  that  associations  of  the  same  nature  had  been 
entered  into  previous  to  the  Revolution.  Now,  sir,  we  un- 
fortunate country  gendemen,  who  are  not  blessed  with  those 
abiliues  which  teach  us  to  understand  black  when  we  read 
white,  did  conclude,  that  if  these  letters  of  association,  so 
recommended,  implied  anything,  they  implied  the  necessity 
of  another  revoludon.  Under  such  circumstances,  sir,  in 
such  times,  were  we  not  justified?  Did  we  not  act  the 
part  of  good  citizens  and  good  subjects,  publickly  to  declare 
to  the  whole  world  our  just  abhorrence  of  every  attempt  to 
alienate  the  minds  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  to  express 
our  readiness,  when  properiy  called  on,  to  exert  our  utmost 
endeavours  to  suppress  any  internal  enemies  of  the  King 
and  diis  Consdtution  ?  for,  sir,  such  inflammatory  papers, 
and  such  circular  letters  of  association,  are  attempts  to  alien- 
ate the  minds  of  his  Majesty's  subjects ;  and  those  men, 
I  care  not  who  they  are,  by  whom  such  papers  and  such 
letters  were  circulated,  are  enemies  to  the  King  and  this 
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Constitution.  An  honourable  gentleman  observed,  that  not 
above  sixty  or  seventy  people  had  signed  the  Devonshire 
address.  I  must  tell  that  gentleman  that  Ire  has  been 
egregiously  misinformed ;  for  I  can  assure  this  House  that 
nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  the  principal  resident  representa- 
tives of  the  property  of  the  County  signed  that  address. 
It  is  perpetually  asked,  how  country  gentlemen  (whom  it 
seems  the  fashion  of  some  gentlemen  in  this  House  to  ridi- 
cule, though  I  believe  they  would  be  very  glad  of  their 
support)  can  again  trust  an  Administration  that  has  so  often 
deceived  them  ?  For  one,  sir,  1  answer,  that  they  never 
have  deceived  me;  but  if  I  had  been  deceived,  1  had  been 
deceived  under  the  sanction  of  the  gravest  and  most  respec- 
table authorities  of  this  House;  under  the  sanction  of  that 
learned  gendeman  himself,  who,  during  the  last  session, 
when  Administration  applied  to  Parliament  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  Government,  compared  the  disturbances  then 
existing  in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts-Say  to  the 
riots  that  had  often  happened  at  difterent  times  in  different 
parts  of  England,  which  had  been  suppressed  with  a  very 
trifling,  if  not  without  any  assistance  of  a  military  force. 
Would  not,  therefore,  that  gentleman  and  his  friends  have 
treated  it  as  the  most  ridiculous,  the  most  absurd,  the  most 
extravagant,  the  wildest  of  all  wild  doctrines,  if  Administra- 
tion had  pi'oposed  to  Parliament  to  send  out  a  force  adequate 
to  the  conquest  of  a  whole  continent, — to  do  what?  Why, 
to  suppress  a  few  insignificant  riots  in  the  Massachusetts 
Province,  such  as  the  honourable  gentleman  told  you  that 
you  have  had  fifty  times  in  this  country,  and  which  have 
been  suppressed  without  any  military  aid  at  all.  I  again 
repeat,  I  have  not  been  deceived  by  Administration,  for  I 
did  not  think  the  force  competent ;  but  because  a  compe- 
tent force  was  not  sent  out  last  year,  I  do.  not  think  it  good 
sense  or  good  argument  to  oppose  the  sending  out  a  com- 
petent one  this  year;  nor  should  I  think,  if  at  this  time  I 
withdrew  my  weak  support  from  Administration,  1  should 
the  next  year  have  a  right  to  accuse  Administration  for  the 
ill  success  of  measures,  if  they  should  succeed  ill,  when  I  had 
done  everything  in  my  power,  by  my  opposition,  to  prevent 
their  execution. 

Mr.  Dunning  apologized  for  the  mistake  he  had  been 
under,  respecting  the  Address  from  the  Devonshire  Militia. 

Mr.  T.  Towmhend  called  on  the  Ministers  to  know 
where  the  iii«sia/i  troops  were  to  be  sent,  as  it  was  asserted 
in  the  other  House  not  to  America ;  and  now,  by  Mr.  Righy, 
not  to  England:  he  supposed. to  Jrc/an</.  He  said  that 
innovations  in  the  Militia  were  dangerous,  because  every 
standing  oppressive  force  in  Europe  began  with  a  harmless 
Militia.  He  detested  the  politicks  of  Administration,  while 
he  compassionated  the  unhappy  Americans,  who  had  been 
provoked  to  resistance  by  the  late  acts.  In  his  opinion, 
the  necessity  of  imbodying  the  Militia  of  any  part  of  the 
kingdom  could  only  be  justified  by  local  causes ;  that  if 
there  was  a  rebellion  in  Scotland,  or  in  Wales,  he  should 
vote  for  the  imbodying  of  the  Scotch  or  Welch  Militia,  but 
not  otherwise ;  and  that  he  differed  in  opinion  from  an  ho- 
nourable member  [Mr.  Righy]  who  had  asserted  he  knew 
but  of  one  kind  of  rebellion.  He  instanced  the  rebellion  of 
1745,  when  the  town  o{  Manchester  (who  had  now  sent 
up  an  address,  flattering  the  Ministry,  and  abusing  the  gen- 
tlemen in  Opposition)  took  an  ostensible  part  against  the 
present  family. 

Sir  Thomas  Eigerton  defended  the  town  of  Manchester. 
Said  he  had  signed  their  address,  which  did  not  contain  any 
abuse  upon  the  gentlemen  in  Opposition. 

Mr.  Burke  observed,  that  the  Manchester  address  was 
not  singular  in  the  indecency  of  its  language,  but  that  all 
the  Ministerial  addresses  spoke  of  those  who  had  endea- 
voured to  prevent  the  civil  war  in  which  this  country  was 
unhappily  now  plunged  through  the  ruinous  and  destructive 
measures  pursued  by  Administration,  in  the  most  scurrilous 
and  illiberal  manner;  that  the  gentleman  who  defended 
Manchester  stood  in  the  same  predicament  with  many 
others  who  had  signed  what  they  never  read,  and  therefore 
were  astonished  when  they  afterwards  heard  the  language 
of  the  addresses — language,  he  said,  which  disgraced  the 
name  of  Britons ;  in  which  the  good  nature  of  Englishmen 
and  the  manners  of  gentlemen,  wore  totally  forgotten  ;  and 
which,  though  procured  by  courtiers,  contained  nothing  cha- 
racteristick  of  them  but  the  most  ignoble  servility,  and  the 
most  unmerciful  encouragement  of  barbarous,  blood-thirsty 

FouKTH  Sekies. — Vol.  vi.  ' 


measui-es.  There  were  two  other  addresses  which  called 
loudly  foi'  the  censure  of  that  House :  the  address  from 
the  First  Battalion  of  the  Devonshire  Militia,  and  the  ad- 
dress from  the  Univereity  of  Oxford.  These  he  termed  the 
Addresses  Military  and  Ecclcsiastick ;  addresses  from  per- 
sons who,  at  all  times,  and  on  all  occasions,  were  debarred 
constitutionally  from  meddling  with  the  politicks  of  the 
country.  He  descanted  largely  on  the  first,  showing  the 
impropriety  of  the  Militia,  or  any  armed  body,  soliciting  to 
be  employed  against  their  fellow-subjects.  With  regard  to 
the  latter,  ho  almost  charged  Lord  North  with  having  not 
only  seen  it  before  it  was  presented  to  the  King,  but  with 
having  altered  the  composition  of  it ;  and  if  the  noble  Lord 
avowed  the  propriety  of  the  Univei-sity  of  Oxford  (a  body 
of  learned  and  religious  men)  interfering  with  politicks,  ad- 
vising a  civil  war,  and  calling  those  diat  ojjposed  it  rebels 
and  traitors,  the  freedom  of  this  country  was  dead,  her  liber- 
ty was  no  more.  He  painted  in  strong  colours  the  situa- 
tion of  the  heads  of  a  University,  who,  he  declared,  ouffht 
by  no  means  to  instil  political  principles  into  the  minds  of 
those  who  were  not  sufficiently  matured,  who  knew  too  lit- 
tle of  the  world  to  be  able  to  judge  of  their  propriety,  and 
to  distinguish  between  sound  policy  and  destructive  expedi- 
ents. Every  man,  he  observed,  must  feel  the  violent  error 
of  such  conduct.  He  had  himself  a  son  at  the  University, 
and  he  could  not  approve  of  that  son's  being  told  by  grave 
men  that  his  father  was  an  abetter  of  rebels.  He  concluded 
with  declaring,  that  the  noble  Lord  ought  not  only  to  have 
abstained  from  taking  part  in  the  formation  of  that  address, 
but  that  he  ought  to  have  rejected  it  when  it  was  sent  to 
him,  and  prevented  it  from  being  presented. 

Sir  Jfilliam  Bagol  related  the  origin  of  the  Stafford  ad- 
dress :  he  had  seen  the  address  from  London  to  the  Elec- 
tors of  Great  Britain,  and  as  he  was  not  willing  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  County  should  be  seduced  by  it,  he  sup- 
ported at  the  sessions  an  address,  containing  sentiments  very 
different  from  the  London  address,  only  one  person,  whom 
the  House  well  knew,  [Mr.  Wooldridge,]  objecting  to  it. 

Captain  Luttrell.  When  the  last  votes  in  favour  of  the 
Address  (which  I  considered  to  be  destructive  to  the  liber- 
ties of  America)  passed  this  House,  I  thought  we  might 
take  leave  of  every  ray  of  hope,  that  peace  and  good  fel- 
lowship would  again  subsist  between  our  Colonies  and  this 
country.  I,  however,  felt  this  consolation,  that  uninfluenced 
by  selfish  views,  or  by  the  political  interest  of  any  man  or 
set  of  men  whatsoever,  I  had  dbcharged  my  duty  agreeably 
to  my  conscience,  and  the  best  of  my  abilities ;  and  as  I 
could  not  prevent,  I  had  only  to  lament  the  future  progress 
of  this  unnatural  war.  But,  sir,  in  consequence  of  what 
fell  from  the  noble  Lord,  I  hold  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me 
to  offer  to  the  House  such  intelligence  as  I  have  received 
from  America,  that  I  may  not  be  comprehended  among  the 
number  of  those  gentlemen  the  noble  Lord  supposes  to  be 
inclined  to  conceal  from  him,  or  the  publick,  what  they  have 
reason  to  believe  is  the  true  and  general  sentiments  of  the 
Americans. 

Sir,  a  noble  Lord  has  communicated  to  us  the  private 
information  he  has  received  from  a  General  officer  at  Bos- 
ton. A  right  honourable  member  in  my  eye  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  an  ever-memorable  Colonel,  the 
substance  of  which  amounted  to  little  more  than  this,  that 
he  lamented  they  had  been  mistaken  in  their  ideas  of  the 
Provincial  army.  Sir,  my  information  comes  not  from  a 
military  man,  but  from  a  friend  of  mine,  whose  family  re- 
mains in  this  country,  and  who  went  to  America  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health.  Sir,  he  is  of  a  nation  that  will 
hardly  be  suspected  of  taking  part  in  this  rebellion  ;  he  is 
a  man  of  good  sense,  sound  judgment,  quick  discernment, 
some  philosophy,  and  much  candour ;  he  is  known  to  many 
members  of  this  House,  having  been  a  candidate  for  a  seat 
in  Pariiament.  I  value  his  information,  because  I  believe 
it  authentick.  And  that  I  may  not  bo  supposed  to  state  it 
partially,  as  what  he  says  of  America  is  comprised  in  a  few 
hnes,  1  will,  with  leave  of  the  House,  read  them. 

[Here  Captain  Luttrell  read  a  letter  from  New-York, 
dated  the  beginning  of  September,  which  affirms,  "  That  the 
people  there  aim  not  at  independence,  but  are  generally  de- 
termined to  die,  rather  than  to  submit  to  the  arbitrary  claim 
of  taxation,  though  they  are  informed  the  French,  their  na- 
tural enemies,  have  offisred  assistance  against  them."] 

Now,  sir,   if  the  information  conveyed  to  America  be 
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true,  France  is  the  foreign  power  that  has  offered  us  assist- 
ance. What,  sir,  is  likely  to  be  the  state  of  your  army  then  ? 
Thirty  thousand  British  troops,  perhaps  one-half  that  num- 
ber French,  some  thousands  of  your  Canadian  subjects  and 
Irish  Roman  Caiholick  marines.  Then,  sir,  when  America 
is  conquered,  and  the  flower  of  your  army  cut  off,  your  new 
allies  will  be  prepared  to  dispute  the  conquest  w  ith  you. 
Is  there  a  man,  sir,  in  this  House,  that  doubts  but  every 
Roman  Caiholick  of  either  army,  or  in  that  country,  of  any 
name,  description,  or  situation,  will  not  be  ready  again  to 
assert  the  right  o{  France  to  the  Colonies  of  America,  in 
opposition  to  the  Protestant  army ;  or  tliat  they  will  not  be 
supported  by  the  Northern  Indians,  who  are  bigots  to  the 
Roman  Caiholick  religion,  and  iuimediately  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Popish  Priests  and  Jesuits,  which  abound  in  tliat 
country  ?  Still,  sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  tell  whether  I  should 
prefer  an  alliance  with  France  or  Russia.  It  is  time  we 
should  look  to  the  enterprising  genius  rising  in  that  em- 
pire ;  to  a  people  eager  in  the  pui-suitof  fresh  possessions,  in 
climes  less  inhospitable  than  those  they  now  inhabit,  already 
become  (thanks  to  Great  Britain  for  it)  the  first  maritime 
Power  in  the  North,  the  third  great  maritime  Power  in  the 
world,  extending  her  manufactures  and  commerce. 

I  fear  the  balance  of  trade  is  already  against  us ;  but  it 
must  inevitably  be  so  soon ;  and  then  you  will  send  your 
specie  to  Russia,  to  purchase  the  vast  quantity  of  hemp, 
turpentine,  tar,  and  other  naval  stores,  necessary  to  supply 
the  present  great  naval  establishments.  Sir,  should  Russia 
insist  upon  sending  these  naval  stores  to  your  arsenals  in 
America  in  her  own  bottoms,  dare  you  refuse  it  ?  What 
may  be  matter  of  necessity  now,  was  ignorance,  or  some- 
thing worse,  ten  years  ago.  Sir,  it  was  for  these  reasons  I 
requested  the  honourable  member  who  moved  the  Address, 
would  adopt  the  motion  "  previously  to  inquire  into  the  real 
state  of  Great  Britain  and  her  American  Colonies ;"  that, 
upon  mature  consideration,  we  might  present  a  dutiful  and 
loyal  Address  to  his  Majesty,  full  as  respectful  to  the  King 
as  the  present,  but  perhaps  less  conclusive  upon  Parliament. 
Sir,  those  who  thought  they  pledged  themselves  to  nothing, 
did  well  to  give  it  their  assent.  I,  conscious  I  know  but 
little,  and  believing  that  I  pledged  myself  to  everything, 
hope  I  did  as  well  to  vote  against  it ;  for  I  considered  it  to 
imply  a  thorough  knowledge  of  both  countries ;  whereas  it 
appears,  by  the  language  of  Administration,  that  they  are 
totally  ignorant  of  the  real  state  of  either.  One  noble  Lord 
tells  us,  we  cannot  raise  an  army  of  Britons  sufficient  to 
subdue  the  present  rebellion  in  America ;  but  must  call  in 
the  aid  of  foreign  troops,  which  we  must  purchase  with  our 
wealth,  in  like  manner  with  any  other  commodity.  Some 
gentlemen  of  great  abilities  and  equal  authority,  hold  the 
direct  contrary  doctrines,  calling  up  to  our  recollection  the 
numerous  army  of  British  troops  supplied  in  the  late  war. 
From  some  of  these  benches  we  learn,  that  great  part  of 
America  is  still  in  our  possession  ;  from  others,  that  we  have 
not  a  foot  of  it.  One  minute  it  is  asserted,  the  Americans 
are  still  ready  to  submit ;  the  next,  tltat  they  unite  the  men 
with  their  measures,  and  execrate  both.  Some  say  they 
contend  only  for  taxation ;  others  for  independence  ;  with  a 
variety  of  different  accounts,  as  to  the  numbers,  situation, 
and  opposition  of  the  Provincial  army.  And  the  most  mate- 
rial question  of  the  whole  still  remains  undecided,  whether 
this  country,  (England  I  mean,)  is,  or  is  not,  desirous  of 
pursuing  coercive  measures  against  the  Americans'!  Sir, 
his  Majesty  can  certainly  do  no  wrong ;  but  are  his  Minis- 
ters therefore  above  reprehension  ?  And  if  the  King  has 
been  deceived  by  their  misrepresentations,  is  it  not  more 
dutiful  and  loyal  humbly  to  point  them  out,  than  to  let  the 
people  ascribe  a  share  of  blame  to  him,  while  they  take 
shelter  under  the  sacred  name  of  Majesty?  The  King  wishes 
for  peace  and  reconciliation  with  America,  and  I  believe 
the  noble  Lord  opposite,  and  a  part  of  his  associates,  do  so 
too,  as  well  as  the  generality  of  the  people  of  England ; 
and  that  these  blood-thirsty  measures  can  only  be  pleasing 
to  such  slaves  to  a  part  of  Government,  who,  the  very  last 
year,  told  us  they  shuddered  at  the  plan  of  operations,  and 
would  not  support  them,  because  they  thought  them  cruel ; 
yet  now  they  can  adopt  them,  because  they  are  ten  times 
more  so;  and  to  a  set  of  unprincipled,  arbitrary,  and  avari- 
cious men,  who  I  wish  to  God  were  transferred  to  a  Govern- 
ment like  JSew'-Zcaland  (where  they  devour  their  fellow- 
creatures)  from  that  of  a  civilized  nation. 


Mr.  Fox  observed,  it  had  been  well  said  that  the  address- 
es would  cause  ill  blood  here ;  but  he  would  add  some- 
thing more :  tbey  would  cause  much  ill  blood  in  America. 
The  address  from  the  Devonshire  Militia  he  reprobated  as 
one  of  the  most  unconstitutional  acts  that  ever  had  fallen 
within  his  knowledge.  After  which  he  declared  he  did  not 
think  so  meanly  of  the  understandings  of  the  present  Minis- 
try, as  to  suppose  they  would  leave  this  country  without  an 
army  of  some  kind.  He  approved  of  a  Militia  as  a  succe- 
daneum  to  an  army,  but  by  the  present  bill  they  were  evi- 
dently to  serve  as  a  part  of  the  army  itself.  He  then  enter- 
ed into  a  definition  of  the  original  meaning  and  intention  of 
the  English  Militia,  and  laid  it  down  as  a  doctrine,  that  for- 
meriy  a  Militia-man  was  merely  armed  and  disciplined,  that 
he  might,  when  danger  was  at  his  door  and  pressed  upon 
him,  defend  himself.  He  said  he  should  certainly  be  against 
the  introduction  of  foreign  troops,  and  he  was  also  against  a 
standing  army ;  that  the  purpose  of  the  present  bill  was  to 
create  a  standing  army,  and  to  increase  the  power  of  the 
Crown  ;  that  he  saw  no  difference  between  a  standing  army 
of  Regulars,  and  a  standing  army  of  Militia,  whom  the  King 
could  call  out  when  he  pleased ;  for  that  in  this  country, 
and  every  other  extensive  dominion,  there  would  always,  in 
some  part  or  other,  be  a  riot,  which  the  Minister  might  call 
a  rebellion.  There  might  be  a  disturbance  among  the  Ne- 
groes in  Jamaica,  in  Bengal,  or  any  other  distant  place, 
which  might  serve  as  a  pretext  for  imbodying  the  Militia. 
That  many  gentlemen  would  frequently  be  embarrassed 
who  served  in  it,  by  being  put  upon  disagreeable  duty  ;  and 
that  at  present,  if  he  was  a  Militia  officer,  he  would  resign. 
He  concluded  with  declaring  that  Administration  were 
taking  advantage  of  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  to  put  the 
people  under  martial  law,  and  to  add  that  law  to  the  pre- 
rogative ;  that  all  the  late  American  acts  tended  to  increase 
the  power  of  the  Crown,  and  to  demolish  the  rights  of  the 
people ;  and  that  as  the  present  bill  evidently  would  do  so, 
he  should  oppose  it. 

Lord  North  observed,  that  although  there  were  so  many 
difiijrent  opinions  held,  and  so  many  different  objections 
thrown  out  in  the  present  debate,  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  reply  to  all  of  them  ;  yet  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  hfrn 
to  speak  to  two  matters  which  had  been  urged  by  the  gen- 
tlemen in  opposition:  one  was,  the  charge  made  against 
him  respecting  the  Oxford  address;  and  the  other,  the 
idea  which  had  been  alleged  to  prevail  with  Administra- 
tion of  introducing  foreign  troops  into  this  kingdom.  With 
regard  to  the  latter,  he  declared  there  was  no  such  idea  en- 
tertained, and  he  appealed  to  the  bill  before  the  House  as 
a  confirmation  of  what  he  said  ;  for  it  was  obvious,  if  Minis- 
try had  such  an  intention  they  never  would  have  introdu- 
ced the  bill,  but  moved  for  the  introduction  of  foreign  troops, 
on  the  plea  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  present  Militia  Act. 
He  declared  he  was  himself  averse  to  the  employment  of 
foreign  troops ;  but  where  a  great  constitutional  point  was 
to  be  carried,  and  which  could  not  be  carried  without  them, 
he  saw  no  objection  to  their  being  made  use  of.  He  thought 
they  might  be  applied  to  as  a  resource,  though  it  would  be 
impolitick  to  use  them  in  the  first  instance ;  that,  as  we  had 
more  money  than  men,  it  was  a  natural  and  justifiable  re- 
source in  cases  of  necessity  ;  but  that  at  present  Administra- 
tion meant  to  leave  the  defence  of  this  country  to  the  gen- 
tlemen of  it,  which  was  surely  the  measure  most  likely  to 
prove  agreeable  to  every  Englishman;  and  that  so  far  was 
he  from  wishing  to  embarrass  any  gentleman  in  the  Militia, 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  insertion  of  a  clause,  giving 
them  power  to  resign  if  they  disliked  the  service.  His  Lord- 
ship treated  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Fox,  respecting  the 
dangerous  use  that  might  be  made,  at  any  future  period,  of 
the  power  granted  by  this  act,  as  a  chimera,  never  likely 
to  be  realized ;  observing  upon  the  hazard  a  Minister  would 
run  in  making  a  riot  in  the  Indies,  or  a  disturbance  in  any 
distant  quarter  of  the  King's  dominions,  a  pretext  for  calling 
out  the  Militia  of  England ;  and  adding,  that  if  any  Minis- 
ter should  be  so  hardy,  he  sincerely  hoped  he  would  be 
impeached  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords.  With  regard 
to  the  Oxford  address,  his  Lordship  declared,  that  it  came 
to  him  as  a  part  of  the  University,  as  one  of  the  firm  of  it ; 
in  fact,  it  was  sent  as  a  compliment  to  their  Chancellor. 
That  he  did  not  alter  the  language ;  that  he,  both  then  and 
now,  thought  it  contained  such  sentiments  as  were  proper 
to  come  from  the  University ;  that  it  did  not  encourage  the 
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plunging  this  country  into  a  civil  war ;  that  it  only  express- 
ed a  disgust  at  rebellion,  and  teemed  with  professions  of 
loyalty,  which  were  an  honour  to  those  from  whom  it  came  ; 
and  that,  therefore,  he  did  not  prevent  it  from  being  pre- 
sented ;  but  he  solemnly  protested  that  he  saw  no  other  ad- 
dress in  its  way  to  the  Throne,  and  he  defied  the  gendemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  after  the  most  exact  inquiry, 
to  prove  that  Administration  interfered  in  procuring  any. 

The  question  being  put.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time ;  the  House  divided.     The  Noes  went  forth, 
rp  .1       f  .  ,\  5  "^'^^  Lord  Stanley,    -     -    ^ 

■'      '  \  Mr.  Charles  Townshend, 

rpi  n       r     .u  ( Sir  Geor<re  Yonge,     -     - 

i  ellers  (or  the  noes,  •<  ^     .  •   ^i  j     4° 

'  ^  Captain  Johnstone,     -     - 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 


Wednesday,  November  15, 1775. 
Resohed,  That  this  House  will,  immediately,  resolve  it- 
self into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  upon  the  Bill  to 
enable  his  Majesty  to  call  out  and  assemble  the  MiUtia,  in 
all  cases  of  Rebellion,  in  any  part  of  the  Dominions  belong- 
ing to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  said  Com- 
mittee. 

It  was  moved  to  amend  the  preamble  with  these  words, 
"  that  the  said  power  should  not  extend  beyond  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  rebellion." 

The  Lord  Mayor  (Mr.  Sawhridge)  contended,  that  this 
bill  would  throw  an  additional  weight  into  the  hands  of  the 
Crown,  already  become  too  powerful,  which  might,  and 
probably  would,  be  productive  of  very  dangerous  conse- 
quences. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  said,  if  the  friends  of  Administra- 
tion opposed  the  amendment,  it  would  convince  him  that 
his  suspicions  were  well-founded,  which  were,  that  the  pre- 
sent bill  was  no  more  than  a  mere  colourable  pretext  for 
arming  the  Crown  with  power  hitherto  unknown  to  the 
Constitution. 

Sir  George  Savile  said  the  very  point  meant  to  be  covertly 
carried  by  this  bill,  was  what  no  King  of  England,  even 
the  most  despotick,  was  ever  able  to  gain ;  that  on  this  was 
grounded  the  leading  contest  between  Charles  1  and  his 
Parliament,  long  before  that  assembly  was  charged  with 
any  views  of  faction,  or  of  overthrowing  the  Constitution. 
Hitherto,  he  said,  no  man  in  this  country  could  be  armed 
without  the  consent  of  Parliament ;  the  army  were  armed 
by  Parliament ;  so  were  the  Militia :  but  if  this  bill  should 
pass,  the  military  would  be,  or  at  least  might  be,  armed  by 
tile  King,  without  the  consent  of  Parliament.  Many  things 
might  be  urged  on  the  ground  that  the  Militia  were  the  great 
constitutional  force  of  the  kingdom  ;  that  nothing,  of  course, 
can  be  feared  from  them,  for  they  will  act  in  a  double  ca- 
pacity, of  defenders  of  their  country  and  its  Constitution. 
The  argument  was  plausible,  and  therefore  the  better  cal- 
culated to  deceive ;  but  he  begged  leave  to  draw  a  very 
different  conclusion.  There  were  always  two  parties  in  this 
country ;  no  matter  as  to  their  principles :  the  Prince  would 
have  it  in  his  power,  by  this  bill,  to  put  the  Militia  under 
the  command  of  which  of  those  he  thought  fit,  and  to  call 
them  out  into  actual  service  when  he  pleased  ;  for  as  to  the 
condition  of  a  rebellion  being  within  the  dominions  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  he  looked  upon  that  as  nothing  ; 
as  means  might  be  easily  devised  to  furnish  a  pretence  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  imbodying  the  Militia.  What,  then, 
may  be  the  consequence,  but  that  an  ambitious  or  weak 
Prince,  supported  or  urged  by  a  revengeful  persecuting  fac- 
tion, may  create  a  civil  war  in  some  distant  part  of  the 
empire,  in  order,  at  length,  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
exterminating  or  triumphing  over  their  adversaries  at  home, 
and  destroying  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

Mr.  Herbert  said,  the  liberties  of  no  free  country  could  be 
preserved,  on  the  supposition  that  the  people  were  in  a  state 
like  that  described  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  that  the 
Pariiament  must  pay  the  Militia,  consequently  the  Minis- 
try would  be  cautious  to  assemble  them  without  a  just 
cause ;  and,  while  the  present  Constitution  continued,  it 
would  be  absurd  to  guard  against  Pariiament,  in  whom  we 
must  continue  to  repose  a  confidence. 


Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  entered  into  several  legal  definitions 
of  treason  and  rebellion.  He  adverted  to  a  law  passed  in 
the  reign  oi  Edward  I,  in  order  to  siiow  the  true  ancient 
ground  on  which  the  Militia  of  this  kingdom  rested,  and  so 
traced  the  subject  down  to  the  present  times.  He  insisted 
that  if  the  friends  of  the  bill  meant  what  they  asserted,  they 
would  be  amply  content  to  have  a  temporary  one.  When 
they  said  the  bill  meant  no  more  than  it  expressed,  why  did 
they  not  define  and  specify  the  sort  of  rebellion,  the  extent 
of  it,  and  its  locality  ?  No  ;  anything  the  governing  powers 
thought  proper  to  call  rebellion  would  soon  be  deemed  so. 
He  instanced  the  various  cases,  or  acts  of  violence,  which  in 
law  are  deemed  levying  war,  such  as  levelling  enclosures, 
pulling  down  meeting-houses,  bawdy-houses,  &tc.  He  men- 
tioned particularly  the  cases  of  the  Oxford  rioters,  and  the 
pulling  down  bawdy-houses  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II,  and 
Burgess's  meeting-house,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 
when  some  persons  were  tried  and  condemned  for  high  trea- 
son, for  being  concerned  in  that  riot.  He  observed,  finally, 
that  the  British  empire  extended  to  the  four  quartei-s  of  the 
globe ;  that  if  any  illegal  or  riotous  act,  of  the  nature  now 
alluded  to,  should  happen,  no  matter  whether  at  Fatna, 
Senegamhia,  or  Boston,  the  Minister  might  construe  it  into 
rebellion,  and  call  out  the  Militia. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  contended,  that  the  Minister  could  not 
call  out  the  Militia  without  assigning  his  reasons  for  so 
doing,  and  submitting  them  to  Parliament  for  their  appro- 
bation, whenever  they  met,  if  not  sitting  at  the  time. 

Mr.  T.  Tovmshend  did  not  much  approve  of  the  bill,  but 
would  give  his  assent  to  its  passing,  because,  if  it  should  not 
pass,  Germans  would  certainly  be  brought  over;  yet  he  hoped 
the  bill  would  be  properly  limited.  He  never  knew  or  read 
of  a  standing  army  which  did  not  originate  in  a  Militia.  Se- 
veral free  Governments  had  been  overturned  by  a  Militia, 
particularly  one  near  home.  It  was  well  known  that  Louis 
XI,  of  France,  overturned,  and  completely  destroyed  the 
liberties  of  his  country  by  a  Militia. 

Mr.  Dempster  was  for  the  bill.  He  observed  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  [Mr.  Townshend,]  who  said  that 
all  the  free  Governments  o{  Europe  had  been  destroyed  by 
a  Militia,  was  mistaken,  for  history  would  furnish  many  more 
instances  in  which  they  had  been  overthrown  by  standing 
armies ;  and  he  hoped  that  a  Militia  would  be  established  in 
the  north  part,  as  well  as  the  south  part  of  the  Island,  for  tlie 
defence  of  the  nation  in  general. 

The  Right  Hon.  T.  Townshend  objected  to  the  smallness 
of  the  qualifications  of  officers  who  were  to  serve,  and  said 
they  ought  to  be  raised. 

Lord  North,  after  paying  great  encomiums  on  this  consti- 
tutional mode  of  defence,  replied  to  the  last  objection,  by 
observing,  that  qualifications  were  higher  in  the  Militia  than 
for  the  members  to  sit  in  that  House  to  make  laws. 

Govemour  Johnstone  insisted  that  the  old  act,  as  it  now 
stood,  wanted  no  amendment,  unless  in  case  of  rebellion 
being  in  Ireland ;  for  the  King,  in  case  of  rebellion  or  in- 
vasion in  this  kingdom,  is  already  empowered  to  call  the 
Militia  out  in  fourteen  days. 

Sir  George  Yonge,  for  the  amendment.  He  said  that  the 
House  had  always  a  right  to  be  jealous  and  suspicious,  when 
no  reason  was  offered  to  be  assigned. 

Lord  North  said  he  saw  no  occasion ;  if  the  law  was  a 
good  law,  it  ought  not  to  be  restrained  to  the  continuance 
of  the  present  disturbances  in  America. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  by  a  majority  of  140  to-  ■ 
55.  _ 

Wednesday,  November  22,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  call  out  and  assem- 
ble the  Militia  in  all  cases  of  Rebellion,  in  any  part  of  the 
Dominions  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  be  now 
read. 

And  the  said  Order  being  read  accordingly. 

The  said  Bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  clause  was  offered  by  Sir  George  Savile,  to 
be  added  to  the  Bill,  by  way  of  rider,  for  limiting  the  du- 
ration of  the  Act  to  seven  years. 

And  the  said  clause  was  twice  read,  with  a  blank;  which 
beini-  filled  up,  the  said  clause  was  read  the  third  time  ;  and, 
upon  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House 
to  be  made  part  of  the  Bill,  by  way  of  rider. 
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And  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  question  being  put, 
ihat  the  IJiil  do  pass  ; 

Mr.  Fox  attacked  tiie  bill,  tiie  framers,  the  advisers,  and, 
in  short,  every  single  object  wiiich  it  held  out,  particularly 
as  it  would  be  the  means  of  increasing  and  extending  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown.  In  the  couree  of  his  speech  he 
mentioned  the  address  from  the  First  Battalion  o( Devonshire 
Militia.  Me  supposed  they  wanted  to  alienate  the  King  from 
the  people,  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  fel- 
low-subjects ;  such  men,  he  thought,  ought  not  to  be  trusted 
with  arms.  The  Attorney-General  might  be  ordered  to 
prosecute  the  persons  complained  of  in  the  address,  and,  if 
wanted,  they  might  come  in  to  assist  the  law ;  that  was  their 
station. 

Mr.  Aclan'd,  who  presented  the  addre^,  said  he  thought 
the  honourable  gentleman  pointed  at  him.  He  was  no 
adventurer  or  place-hunter ;  he  was  a  gentleman  of  inde- 
pendent fortune,  who  voted  purely  in  conformity  with  his 
sentiments,  without  any  sinister  views  whatever.  Men  of 
property,  who  had  much  at  stake,  who  could  have  no  inte- 
rest but  the  publick  interest,  were  surely  the  fittest  persons 
to  be  trusted  with  arms ;  not  those  of  reduced  fortunes,  Sic. 
[Interrupted  by  Mr.  Burke.] 

Mr.  Fox  replied  diat  he  had  a  qualification  which  was 
sufficient ;  and  that  it  was  the  first  time  he  ever  heard  any 
man  take  any  liberties  in  that  House  on  account  of  his  for- 
tune, whether  real  or  ideal.  Standing  as  he  did,  he  supposed 
he  had  as  good  a  right  to  speak  as  any  man  in  that  House, 
and  would  not  be  interrupted.  [Here  the  House  interposed, 
and  the  altercation  went  no  further.] 

Lord  North  vindicated  Mr.  Acland.  He  said  the  Militia 
being  a  constitutional  body,  might,  with  great  propriety,  as 
a  military  body,  at  any  time,  address  the  Throne  upon  the 
state  of  publick  affairs,  to  express  their  loyal  dispositions  to 
his  Majesty,  and  promise  any  exertions  in  support  of  the 
Crown. 

Mr.  BurJce  said  he  was  glad  the  noble  Lord  had  spoken 
out,  because  he  had  now,  by  this  declaration,  given  a  clear 
insight  into  his  system  and  principles  of  administration.  If 
this  were  constitutional  and  justifiable,  there  was  an  end  of 
the  liberties  of  this  country ;  and  that  however  nominally  we 
were  free,  we  were,  from  this  instant,  in  fact  subject  to  mili- 
tary government ;  for  if  the  Crown  can,  at  any  time,  draw 
forth  the  suffrages  and  support  of  the  Militia,  (all  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown,)  it  had  all  the  disaavanlages  of  a 
standing  army,  and  more  danger  attending  it  from  the  pre- 
possessions in  favour  of  a  Militia,  and  that  unguarded  con- 
fidence which  their  fellow-citizens  placed  in  them  preferable 
to  the  Army.  He  had  hitherto  been  a  fiiend  to  the  Militia, 
but,  from  this  time,  he  must  look  upon  them  with  a  jealous 
eye ;  and  he  thought  it  as  safe  for  the  guards  to  address  the 
King  in  a  body  as  any  Provincial  corps  of  the  Militia. 

Mr.  Moysey  opposed  the  bill  as  an  unnecessary  exten- 
sion of  the  prerogative.  He  stated  the  law,  as  it  stood  in- 
dependent of  the  proposed  alteration,  and  argued  that  every 
reasonable  purpose  of  a  Militia  establishment,  being  merely 
local,  was  already  amply  provided  for  by  the  laws  in  being. 

The  House  divided.     The  Yeas  went  forth : 
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T«Uers  for  the  veas  \  ^^'^  ^''^  Stanley,     -     - 
l«uers  lor  tne  yeas,  ^  ^,^^  ^o^^  Folkestone,     - 

Telle«lbrthenoes,|«-5;l„^i'i'«5    :    [    [     ^  26 

So  it  was  resolved  m  the  affirmative;  and  that  the  title 
be,  An  Act  to  enable  his  Majesty,  for  a  limited  time,  to  call 
out  and  assemble  the  Militia,  in  all  cases  of  Rebellion  within 
this  realm  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  the  Dominions  there- 
unto belonging;  and  to  summon  the  Parliament  in  the  cases 
and  manner  therein  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  Sir  Grey  Cooper  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the 
Ijords,  and  desire  their  concurrence.* 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  October  31,  1775. 
The  Hon.  Charles  Mar  sham.  As  the  noble  Lord  [North] 
had  not  given  the  House  any  satisfaction  relative  to  intro- 
ducing the  Hanoverian  troops  into  Gibraltar  and  Port-Ma- 
hon ;  and  as  he  had  heard  nothing  in  justification,  which  had 

•It  xias  passed  by  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  30lh  of  November,  with- 
out debate  or  amendment. 


reconciled  him  to  that  measure,  he  took  the  opportunity  of 
giving  notice,  that  he  meant  to  move  for  h^ive  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  of  Indemnity  at  a  short  day,  unless  the  Minister  would 
rise  and  assure  the  House  that  lie  intended  to  do  it  him- 
self. 

Lord  North  said,  as  far  as  his  own  thoughts  went,  he  was 
perfectly  satisfied  of  the  legality  of  the  measure ;  yet,  as 
some  gentlemen  seemed  apprehensive  that  it  might  be  here- 
after drawn  into  precedent,  as  an  individual,  he  had  no 
objection  to  concur  in  any  measure  which  might  tend  to 
keep  the  heads  of  Ministers  more  securely  on  their  shoulders. 
He  had  consulted  several,  who  united  in  opinion  with  him, 
that  Bills  of  Indemnity  were  never  resorted  to,  but  to  defend 
the  advisers  of  objectionable  measures  against  actions  at  law ; 
but  never  against  a  criminal  charge,  on  which  the  person 
offending,  or  supposed  to  offend,  was  liable  to  be  impeached. 
He  said,  he  had  a"  resolution  in  his  pocket,  which  he  drew 
out  and  read  : 

"  Bcsolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  his 
Majesty  having  ordered  a  body  of  his  Electoral  Troops  to 
compose  a  part  of  the  garrison  of  the  fortresses  of  Gibraltar 
and  Minorca,  whereby  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  of  this 
kingdom  may  be  employed  for  the  support  of  his  authority, 
has  shewn  his  attention  to  the  interests  of  this  country,  being, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  a  measure  necessarily  demand- 
ing more  despatch  than  was  consistent  with  waiting  for  the 
assembling  of  Parliament." 

Mr.  Marsham  excepted  to  the  resolution  ;  first,  as  it  did 
not  by  any  means  come  up  to  his  idea  on  the  subject ;  se- 
condly, though  it  had,  he  could  never  agree  to  encounter 
the  established  law  of  the  land,  springing  out  of  the  Consti- 
tution, by  a  resolution  of  one  House  of  Parliament. 

Governour  Johnstone  disapproved  both  of  the  bill  and 
resolution  ;  and  believed  it  would  be  difficult  to  quote  a  more 
respectable  authority  than  supported  him  in  his  opinion.  He 
remembered  well,  that  in  a  speech  attributed  to  Lord  Mans- 
field, universally  given  him  by  the  publick,  and  believed  to  be 
genuine,  that  noble  Lord,  who,  when  he  rides  the  horse  of 
liberty,  which  he  wished  he  would  ride  oftener,  for  nobody 
knew  how  to  ride  him  better  when  he  mounted  him,  speak- 
ing of  the  Act  of  Indemnity  relative  to  stopping  up  the 
ports  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  corn  in  1 766,  does  not 
treat  Bills  of  Indemnity  as  applying  to  the  paltry  conside- 
ration of  being  a  bar  to  private  actions ;  but  describes  them 
as  favours  and  indulgences  to  Ministers,  as  pardons  for  mere 
blunders  and  errors,  not  proceeding  from  the  intention. 

Lord  North  said,  his  resolution  might  be  made  the  reso- 
lution of  both  Houses  by  a  conference. 

Mr.  Marsham  still  said,  that  was  by  no  means  satisfactory, 
and  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  to-morrow  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  of  Indemnity. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Wednesday,  November  1,  1775. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  rose  and  said  :  My  Lords,  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention  to  a  subject  of  as  great  impor- 
tance to  the  liberty  of  this  country  as  America  was  to  its 
•wealth  and  power,  before  the  violence  of  the  times  had 
wrested  that  treasure  from  the  British  Crown,  and  spumed 
the  jewel  because  the  setting  appeared  uncouth.  I  do  not 
mean,  my  Lords,  to  dwell  long  on  the  unfortunate  story ; 
the  page  of  future  history  will  tell  how  Britain  planted, 
nourished,  and,  for  two  centuries,  preserved  a  second  British 
empire ;  how,  strengthened  by  her  sons,  she  rose  to  such  a 
pitch  of  power,  that  this  little  Island  proved  too  mighty  for 
the  greatest  efforts  of  the  greatest  nations.  Within  the  space 
of  twenty  years,  the  world  beheld  her  arms  triumphant  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  her  fleets  displayed  victorious 
banners,  her  sails  were  spread,  and  cotiquest  graced  the  can- 
vass. Historick  truth  must  likewise  relate,  within  the  same 
little  space  of  time,  how  Britain  fell  to  half  her  greatness  ; 
how  strangely  lost,  by  misjudging  Ministers,  by  rash-advised 
councils,  our  gracious  sovereign,  George  the  Third,  saw  more 
than  half  his  empire  crumble  beneath  his  sceptre :  America, 
late  the  strength,  now  the  foe  to  Britain,  dismembered,  torn, 
I  fear  forever  lost  to  England,  whence  she  sprung.  With 
this  calamity  heavy  on  us,  our  duty,  interest,  and  love  to 
that  country  which  still  remains,  calls  on  us  to  be  strictly 
watchful  of  its  liberty.  The  late  Speech  from  the  Throne 
has  given  a  just  alarm,  has  made  a  wound  upon  the  Con- 
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stitution,  which,  if  not  quickly  healed,  may  spread  a  dan- 
gerous venom.  The  sentiments  it  breathes  are  full  of  higher 
claims  of  prerogative  than  any  speech  that  I  can  remember 
since  tiie  Revolution.  It  appears  to  contain  slights  of  this 
Council,  neglect  of  Parliament,  indifference  of  their  appro- 
bation. The  part  I  wish  to  call  your  Lordships'  attention 
to  is  that  wherein  his  Majesty  informs  the  House,  "  ho  has 
taken  possession  of  the  garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port- 
Mahon  with  his  Hanoverian  forces."  Far  be  it  from  me 
to  impute  the  sentiments  of  this  speech  to  the  respectable 
mouth  that  was  made  to  utter  it.  I  am  confident  his  Ma- 
jesty has  too  high  notions  of  what  is  right,  too  great  a  love 
for  justice,  to  wish  to  invade  knowingly  the  real  privileges  of 
this  nation.  I  may  go  further,  my  Lords,  and  even  acquit 
the  Ministers  of  any  wicked,  premeditated  design  to  infringe 
the  subject's  liberty.  I  do  not  think  such  evil  of  them  ;  but 
I  cannot  so  easily  acquit  them  of  ignorance  of  our  laws,  or 
indifference  or  inattention  to  them. 

My  Lords,  I  take  it  to  be  an  undoubted  truth,  an  axiom 
in  this  Government,  that  the  King  can  maintain  no  stand- 
ing forces,  other  than  what  are  approved  by  Parliament. 
But  that  I  may  not  appear  to  build  on  my  own  reason 
only,  give  me  leave  to  quote  some  acts  of  Parliament  in  sup- 
port of  what  I  have  advanced.  I  must  begin  by  that  great 
declaration  of  our  liberties,  the  Bill  of  Rights.  This  act, 
my  Lords,  contains  the  claim  of  various  indubitable  rights 
from  ancient  usage,  nor  asks  as  favoure  any  part.  It  is  a 
capitulation  with  our  Kings.  The  act  declares  the  raising 
and  keeping  a  standing  army  within  the  kingdom,  without 
consent  of  Parliament,  is  against  law.  The  next  I  shall 
quote  is  the  Mutiny  Bill,  which  sets  out  in  the  preamble  in 
the  words  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  but  proceeds,  "  that  it  is 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  kingdom,  the  defence  of  the 
possessions  of  the  Crown,  and  the  preservation  of  the  bal- 
ance of  Europe,  that  a  certain  nuniber  of  forces  should  be 
kept  up."  It  then  limits  what  the  number  should  be.  I 
am  well  aware,  it  may  be  said  the  garrisons  of  Gibraltar 
and  Port-Mahon  are  not  in  that  number ;  whence,  or  for 
what  reason  that  irregularity  arose  I  am  ignorant ;  but  thus 
far  it  is  cured,  that  they  are  annually  provided  for  as  to  pay 
and  maintenance  by  Parliament,  and  therefore  must  be  sup- 
posed approved. 

My  Lords,  in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  raise  a  regiment  of  Americans  of  four  thousand 
men,  in  which  some  foreign  officei's  were  to  serve ;  but  it 
was  not  by  the  King's  prerogative,  but  by  act  of  Parliament. 
At  that  time  that  great  man.  Lord  Chatham,  was  Minister. 
In  this  act,  though  passed  amidst  all  the  turbulency  of  a 
W3ir,  flagrante  hello,  the  greatest  precautions  were  taken  to 
guard  the  people's  rights ;  the  number  of  foreign  officers  were 
limited  to  fifty,  the  soldiers  were  to  be  naturalized  subjects, 
Protestants,  to  take  the  oath  of  1  George  I,  and  the  Colonel 
was  to  be  a  natural  bom  subject. 

I  will  now  bring  your  Lordship  down  to  an  act  of  later 
date — of  so  fresh  a  time  that  there  are  few  in  this  House  who 
were  not  in  that  Parliament  that  passed  it ;  I  mean  the  8 
George  HI,  to  increase  the  Irish  Army.  This  act  recites, 
in  the  preamble,  the  Act  of  10  William,  for  disbanding  the 
Irish  forces,  and  then  provides  that  as  it  may  be  necessary 
to  keep  up,  for  the  defence  of  Ireland,  twelve  thousand  men, 
in  order  to  give  some  assistance  to  the  foreign  garrisons,  the 
army  should  be  increased  to  fifteen  thousand  two  hundred 
and  thirty-five,  all  natural  born  subjects.  We  see  here  the 
King  calling  for  assistance  of  the  British  Parliament,  in 
order  to  increase  the  army  in  Ireland.  He  does  not,  even 
at  the  head  of  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom,  think  his 
authority  sufficient,  without  sanction  of  the  Parliament  of 
G-reat  Britain,  to  make  the  least  addition  to  his  forces.  I 
must  likewise  take  notice,  my  Lords,  that  it  will  be  matter 
of  much  doubt  whedier  Hanoverian  forces,  employed  at 
Gibraltar  or  Minorca  will  be  under  any  law  of  war.  The 
Mutiny  Act  extends  but  to  troops  therein  specified,  or  voted 
by  Parliament.  What  law  will  they  then  be  under  ?  They 
cannot  carry  Hanoverian  laws  with  them.  The  laws  of 
England  alone  can  govern  ;  as  British  subjects,  they  will 
be  under  the  protection  of  British  laws. 

My  Lords,  the  King's  prerogative  I  conceive  to  be  no 
greater  in  one  part  of  his  dominions  than  another ;  the  sub- 
ject is  equally  protected  by  the  laws,  whether  shivering  in 
the  highlands  of  the  north,  or  scorching  upon  Gibraltar's 
rock.     The  late  determined  case  of  Fabrigas  and  Mostyn 


has  cleared  the  subject's  rights.  From  ever}'  instance  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you,  and  from  the 
constant  practice,  I  must  infer  that  the  King  has  no  right  to 
maintain,  in  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  BritishCmwn, 
any  troops  other  than  are  consented  to  by  Parliament,  both 
as  to  nuniber  and  to  nation. 

I  will  therefore  conclude  with  moving,  "  That  bringing 
into  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain the  Electoral  Troops  of  his  Majesty,  or  any  other  for- 
eign troops,  without  the  previous  consent  of  Pariiament,  is 
dangerous  and  unconstitutional."  I  must  observe  that,  by 
unconstitutional,  I  mean,  is  against  law. 

Which  beinff  objected  to,  and  a  question  stated  thereupon  : 

The  Earl  of  Bochford  confessed  that  he  was  one  of  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  who  advised  the  measure,  against  which 
the  vote  of  censure  was  now  moved ;  that  he  was  fully  sa- 
tisfied it  was  perfecdy  justifiable,  and  was  ready  to  abide  the 
consequences.  That  however  far  the  professions  of  any  noble 
Lord  might  go,  he  would  yield  to  none  in  a  warm  and  steady 
attachment  to  the  Constitution,  to  the  very  bill  now  so 
justly  extolled,  the  Bill  of  Rights,  that  great  foundation  of 
our  liberties ;  but  saying  this,  he  could  not  perceive  that,  in 
the  most  remote  degree,  that  law  could  be  construed  to 
reach  the  measure  now  so  peremptorily  condemned.  For  his 
part,  he  was  unable  to  see  how  it  offended  against  the  law, 
either  in  letter  or  spirit.  The  clause  plainly  importing  two 
conditions :  bringing  troops  "  within  the  kingdom,"  and  "  in 
time  of  peace ;"  whereas  it  was  evident  to  the  clearest  de- 
monstration, that  the  troops  in  question  were  not  within  the 
kingdom ;  nor  would  any  Lord  venture  to  affirm  that  we 
were  now  debating  in  a  time  of  peace  and  tranquillity. 
Those  were  the  motives  which  induced  him  to  concur  in 
the  measure ;  nor  had  he  heard  a  syllable  urged  against  the 
propriety  of  it,  since  it  became  a  matter  of  publick  discus- 
sion, sufficient  to  alter  the  opinion  he  at  first  conceived. 
But  having  learned  that  a  noble  Ijord  in  the  other  House, 
[Lord  JSorth,]  who  was  governed  by  the  same  reasons,  find- 
ing that  they  did  not  strike  several  gentlemen  in  the  same 
light,  was  now  probably  moving  a  Bill  of  Indemnity,  for  the 
purpose  of  dispelling  all  apprehensions ;  and  as  that  would 
of  course  meet  the  ideas  of  the  noble  Lords  on  the  other  side, 
he  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  moving  the  previous  ques- 
tion. He  knew  how  unfavourable  to  the  full  debate  and 
discussion  of  questions  of  importance  this  mode  of  proceed- 
ing was  deemed ;  yet,  he  believed,  when  the  motives  he  now 
alleged  were  attended  to  with  candour,  he  should  appear 
fully  justified  in  the  opinion  of  every  part  of  the  House. 
His  Lordship  resorted  to  a  variety  of  other  arguments  in 
defence  of  the  measure,  particularly  on  the  ground  of  expe- 
diency, and  the  urgent  necessity  there  was  for  adopting  it," 
in  order  that  the  troops  which  the  Hanoverians  were  in- 
tended to  replace  might  return  to  this  kingdom,  so  as  to  for- 
ward the  necessary  embarcations  for  America  early  in  the 
spring.  He  observed  that  the  fears  suggested  by  the  noble 
Duke  were  ill  founded  ;  for  still  there  would  be  a  consider- 
able force,  composed  of  British  ti-oops,  remaining  in  the 
garrisons ;  in  the  proportion  at  least  of  fourteen  hundred  to 
one  thousand  in  one  fortress,  and  six  hundred  to  nine  hun- 
dred in  the  other.  In  short,  his  Lordship  defended  the 
measure,  on  its  being  legal,  constitutional,  and  expedient. 

Eari  Talbot  spoke  against  the  propriety  of  the  Act  of 
Indemnity,  alluded  to  by  the  last  noble  Lord.  He  had 
never  heard  it  so  much  as  asserted,  that  an  act  of  indemnity 
answered  any  other  purpose  than  to  secure  the  advisers^of 
measures  against  private  actions,  arising  from  damages  sus- 
tained by  personal  contracts.  Such  were  the  cases  relative 
to  the  importation  of  hides,  and  stopping  the  ports  in  1766, 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  com.  As  to  the  law  declaring 
those  rights,  so  warmly  contended  for  by  the  noble  Duke,  it 
could  n'ot  admit  of  a  ground  for  an  impeachment,  because 
that  law  stated  nothing  as  describing  any  particular  species 
of  offence,  and  consequently  annexed  no  punishment.  In 
his  opinion,  therefore,  a  Bill  of  Indemnity  could  not  apply, 
because  the  measure,  if  at  all  illegal,  which_  he  was  con- 
vinced it  was  not,  called  for  no  protection  against  either  im- 
peachment or  private  actions. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  began  with  expressing  his  aston- 
ishment that  any  Ijovd  in  that  House,  any  real  friend  to  his 
country,  any  man  who  loved  the  Constitution  he  was  born 
under,  could  employ  his  time  in  commenting  on  the  letter, 
and  explaining  away  the  spirit  of  that  great  bulwark  of  the 
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Constitution,  the  Bill  of  Rights  ;  tiiat  law  which,  as  it  were, 
circumscribed  within  it  the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  people 
of  EnglamL  He  should  not,  he  said,  enter  into  the  quib- 
bles or  distinctions  of  IVeslminster-Uall,  or  weigh  each  woid 
and  sentence  to  see  what  was  its  distinct,  legal,  or  gramma- 
tical import.  No ;  he  should  appeal  to  the  si/irit,  the  inten- 
tion, of  that  new  Magna  Charta,  that  claim  of  old  rights 
newly  ascertained,  the  manifest  purpose  for  which  it  was 
framed,  the  co-existing  circumstances  that  gave  it  being  on 
the  part  of  an  oppressed  people ;  should  look  upon  it  in  the 
light  of  a  solemn  contract  entered  into  between  the  people 
and  their  newly  elected  Sovereign  ;  a  compact  meant  to  be 
binding  on  their  respective  posterity  and  successors.  When- 
ever that  sacred  palladium  was  taken  away,  at  that  instant 
he  would  be  bold  to  affirm,  the  laws.  Constitution,  and  liber- 
ties of  England  would  be  annihilated. 

His  Grace  next  proceeded  to  recount  the  particular  cir- 
cumstances, previous  to  the  Revolution,  which  made  such 
a  declaration  necessary  at  that  period ;  and  adduced  several 
cogent  arguments  to  show  that  James  H,  had  he  been  poli- 
tick enough  to  accede  to  such  a  declaration,  might,  with  less 
noise  and  infinitely  more  safety,  have  effected  his  purposes, 
than  he  could  have  done  by  any  other  means ;  for,  had  the 
letter  of  the  law  been  stretched  in  one  instance,  the  spirit 
explained  away  in  another,  the  business  would  have  been 
executed  without  risk  or  danger.  The  arguments  urged  by 
the  Lords  on  the  other  side,  if  pushed  to  their  full  extent, 
would  go  much  fai-ther  than,  perhaps,  they  chose  at  present 
to  avow.  Certainly,  if  "  within  the  kingdom"  did  not  com- 
prehend the  possessions  of  England,  foreign  troops  to  any 
number,  and  on  any  occasion,  might  be  legally  introduced 
into  Scotland ;  for  the  argument  went  fairly  to  this.  Scot- 
land being  not  within  the  Icingdom  at  the  time  the  Bill  of 
Rights  was  passed,  foreign  troops  may  be  introduced  and 
kept  on  foot  there,  without  consent  of  Parliament.  His 
Grace  remarked,  that  such  opinions  being  entertained  by 
great  numbers  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  was  not  what 
sunk  so  deeply  into  his  mind ;  but  when  he  heard  a  noble 
Lord,  high  in  office,  [Lord  Rochford,]  one  of  his  Majesty's 
Secretaries  of  State,  one  of  his  confidential  servants,  high  in 
his  favour,  and  having  the  ear  of  his  Sovereign,  avow  such 
sentiments,  he  confessed  he  was  struck  with  astonishment 
and  grief,  lest  such  dangerous  doctrines  may  have  made  an 
impression  on  the  best  of  minds,  unfavourable  to  the  liberties 
and  peace  of  his  subjects ;  yet,  in  the  midst  of  his  anxiety  on 
this  account,  he  was  rejoiced  to  hear  from  his  Lordship  that 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  other  House,  and  his  brethren  in  this, 
meant  to  bring  in  and  support  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
moving the  apprehensions  and  dispelling  the  jealousies  pro- 
duced by  so  unpopular  and  unconstitutional  a  measure.  If 
tliis  was  to  be  the  case,  he  would,  for  his  part,  accept  of  it, 
and  would  wish  to  postpone  the  motion  before  their  Lord- 
ships, though  he  must  still  continue  to  feel  for  the  great 
interests  of  the  nation,  while  on  so  critical  and  tremendous 
an  occasion,  at  the  very  eve  of  a  contest,  which,  in  all  pro- 
bability, must  forever  decide  on  the  glory,  honour,  interest, 
external  greatness,  and  internal  happiness  and  prosperity. 
The  persons  to  whom  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  commit 
the  government  of  his  kingdoms  had  observed  a  most  crimi- 
nal silence  respecting  their  great  line  of  conduct  in  the 
future  progress  of  this  very  weighty  and  important  business. 

His  Grace  likewise  remarked,  in  answer  to  something 
which  dropped  from  the  two  noble  Lords  who  opposed  the 
motion  relative  to  the  legality  of  augmenting  the  standing 
forces  in  any  part  of  the  British  dominions  out  of  this  king- 
dom, that,  when  he  had  the  honour  to  preside  at  the  Trea- 
sury, and  to  be  one  of  his  Majesty's  advisers  in  the  year 
1768,  on  the  augmentation  of  the  troops  on  the  Irish  estab- 
lishment, from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  men,  he  applied  to 
the  fii-st  law  officer  of  the  Crown  at  that  time,  whether  the 
measure  would  be  justifiable  in  point  of  legality,  as  it  was 
repugnant  to  the  Disbanding  Act  of  fVilliam  III,  which  pro- 
vided that  the  standing  military  force  in  England  should  not 
exceed  seven  thousand  men,  nor  in  Ireland  fwdvo  thousand, 
in  time  of  peace  ;  but  that  able  man  gave  his  opinion,  that 
the  proposed  augmentation  of  the  Irish  troops  would  require 
an  act  of  Parliament  for  its  aid.  If  such  was  the  caution 
of  the  Ministers  of  that  day,  if  such  was  the  opinion  of  the 
first  law  officer,  what  shall  we  say  to  the  present,  where,  I 
will  venture  to  maintain,  every  sanction  or  apology  is  want- 
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His  Grace  wished,  before  he  sat  down,  to  know  from  the 
Ministers,  whether  the  first  law  officer  of  the  Crown,  for 
whose  abilities  and  integrity  he  entertained  the  highest  opi- 
nion, had  been  previously  consulted  ? 

The  Earl  oi  Rochford  denied  that  he  gave  any  assurance 
that  the  noble  Lord  in  the  other  House  would  move  a  Bill 
of  Indemnity;  or  that  he  and  his  brethren  in  office  would 
support  it  in  this,  if  he  did.  All  he  meant  was,  that  pro- 
bably the  noble  Lord  who  presides  at  the  Treasury  Board 
might,  to  quiet  the  ill-founded  feare  of  the  country  gentle- 
men, move  some  proposition,  or  perhaps  the  Bill  of  Indem- 
nity itself;  but  whatever  measures  those  fears  might  give 
birth  to,  he  would  now,  as  he  had  done  before,  put  in  his 
clai[n  to  be  understood,  that  he  did  not  think  there  was  any- 
thing illegal  or  unconstitutional  in  bringing  the  Hanoverian 
troops  into  the  fortresses  of  Gibraltar  and  Fort-Mahon, 
under  the  circumstances  which  suggested  the  measure.  He 
was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  the  noble  Duke  meant  by  the 
charge  of "'  criminal  silence,"  made  on  him  and  the  rest  of 
the  noble  Lords  to  whom  his  Majesty  had  committed  the 
immediate  conduct  of  publick  afFaire.  Surely  his  Grace  did 
not  intend  that  they  should  come  to  that  House  and  lay 
before  it  all  their  private  information,  produce  a  list  of  the 
names  of  those  who  gave  it,  and  enter  into  a  detail  of  every 
step  intended  to  be  taken,  and  every  operation  meant  to  be 
carried  into  execution,  should  America  persist  to  the  fatal 
extremity  of  compelling  this  country  ultimately  to  have  re- 
course to  coercive  measures.  This,  his  Lordship  observed, 
would  indeed  be  as  great  an  act  of  folly  and  absurdity  as 
any  attributed  to  them  by  their  adversaries,  throughout  the 
whole  of  their  Ministerial  arrangements. 

Lord  Lyttelton  rose,  to  support  the  sense  the  noble  Duke 
put  upon  the  noble  Earl's  words.  He  said,  it  was  in  his 
recollection  (he  was  sure  it  was  in  the  recollection  of  every 
noble  Lord  in  that  House)  that  the  reason,  or  rather  the 
apology  the  noble  Earl  in  office  made  to  that  House  for 
putting  the  previous  question  on  a  motion  of  such  singular 
importance,  was,  that  a  noble  Lord,  high  in  office,  in  the 
other  House,  intended  this  day  to  make  a  motion  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  of  Indemnity,  in  order  to  obviate  and  re- 
move the  appi'ehensions  of  the  country  gentlemen.  If,  then, 
the  noble  Earl  meant  to  retract  or  explain  away  his  words, 
he  would  be  bold  to  say,  that  the  present  motion  would 
meet  with  much  stronger  support  than  his  Lordship  was 
aware  of;  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  noble  Lords  in  office 
would  speak  out,  and  pledge  themselves  that  such  a  quiet- 
ing measure  was  meant  to  be  carried  into  execution,  for  his 
part,  he  was  one  that  would,  on  the  present  very  critical 
occasion,  prefer  a  Bill  of  Indemnity  to  a  vote  of  censure  on 
the  advisers  of  the  measure.  The  arguments  urged  by  the 
noble  Earl  who  moved  the  previous  question,  and  by  the 
other  noble  Earl  who  supported  him  in  opinion,  afforded 
matter  of  equal  surprise  and  alarm.  Their  Lordships  say, 
the  only  security  the  people  of  England  have  against  being 
governed  by  a  standing  army,  is  the  Bill  of  Rights :  that 
the  Bill  of  Rights  only  applies  in  such  instances,  and  to 
such  particular  purposes.  What,  then,  said  his  Lordship,  is 
the  glorious  Revolution,  the  only  sure  foundation  of  all  our 
liberties,  the  Bill  of  Rights,  the  compact  entered  into  be- 
tween the  contracting  parties  at  that  glorious  period,  as  well 
as  the  acknowledged  sense  in  which  this  modem  Magna 
Charter  has  been  received  for  nearly  a  century,  to  be  at 
once  done  away  by  distinctions,  divisions,  and  explanations, 
directly  repugnant  to  the  intentions  of  its  original  framers, 
to  the  spirit,  to  the  letter,  nay,  to  both  the  legal  and  consti- 
tutional construction  ?  I  was  willing  to  make  every  reason- 
able allowance;  to  grant  something  for  expediency,  more  for 
necessity  ;  in  short,  I  was  willing  to  accede  to  the  propriety 
of  anything,  or  everything,  which  might  be  urged  in  justifi- 
cation of  the  measure ;  but  that  it  was  legal,  or  constitution- 
al, is  a  proposition  I  can  never  assent  to;  that  is  a  doctrine, 
which,  as  an  Englishman,  1  will  never  endure.  Though  a 
young  man,  I  am  old  enough  to  remember  the  conduct  of  a 
great  Minister,  a  steady  friend  to  his  country — I  mean  that 
of  the  Earl  of  Chatham — upon  a  similar  occasion.  His 
Lordship  ventured  to  call  it  a  similar  occasion  ;  yet  he  be- 
lieved no  noble  Lord  in  the  House,  however  sanguine  for  the 
present  system  of  measures,  would  assert  that  the  present  ur- 
gency came  up  to  the  one  he  was  going  to  mention.  It  was  in 
the  very  heat  of  the  war,  when  we  required  the  men  neces- 
sary to  recruit  our  navy  and  army  on  an  average  from  fifteen 
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to  twenty  thousand  men  annually,  that  that  great  statesman, 
seeing,  and  very  sensibly  feeling,  the  necessity  of  having  re- 
course to  foreign  levies,  resolved  to  raise  a  certain  number 
of  foreigners  to  be  employed  in  the  American  war.  His 
Lordship  accordingly  raised  a  German  regiment,  to  consist  of 
four  battalions ;  but  how  did  he  carry  this  measure  into  exe- 
cution ?  Why,  in  the  midst  of  a  war,  the  widest  in  its  ex- 
tent, most  interesting  in  its  consequences,  the  greatest  in  its 
immediate  importance,  the  heaviest  in  point  of  expense; 
when  our  coasts  were  daily  expected  to  be  invaded  by  our 
natural,  dangerous,  and  inveterate  enemies ;  while  the  war 
even  in  America  was  yet  doubtful,  if  not  unpropitious,  the 
Earl  of  Chatham,  instead  of  pleading  the  great,  strong,  and 
justifiable  motives  of  necessity ;  instead  of  cavilling  on  this 
word,  or  commenting  on  that,  in  the  full  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution, in  the  full  spirit  of  an  Englishman,  came  to  Par- 
liament, to  obtain  its  sanction.  And  so  very  careful  was 
that  great  man,  so  tenacious  of  everything  which  might  be 
construed  into  the  most  trifling  invasion  of  the  Act  of  Settle- 
ment, that  he  procured  two  remarkable  clauses  to  be  insert- 
ed in  the  act  of  Parliament,  which  enabled  the  Crown  to 
take  those  Germans  into  pay :  the  first  providing  that  those 
troops  should  serve  in  America  only  ;  the  other,  that  none 
of  the  foreign  officers  should  bear  commissions  higher  than 
that  of  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

The  Earl  of  Effingham  not  only  disapproved  of  the  mea- 
sure of  bringing  foreign  troops  into  any  part  of  the  British 
dominions,  but  the  employing  them  at  all  in  the  present 
contest  with  America.  He  enumerated  several  cogent  rea- 
sons why  he  thought  such  a  measure  would  be  dangerous; 
but  more  particularly,  when  the  operations  of  war  would  be 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  bring  them  into  the  empire,  if  not 
into  the  kingdom,  alluding  to  the  report  of  twenty  thousand 
Russians  being  taken  into  British  pay,  either  to  make  war 
in  America,  or  to  defend  this  country  against  any  attack 
that  might  be  made  by  our  foreign  enemies  near  home. 
His  Lordship  next  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  motion  ;  and 
after  expatiating  on  its  dangerous  tendency  and  manifest 
illegality,  animadverted  on  the  danger  of  intrusting  the  care 
and  protection  of  two  such  valuable  fortresses  to  the  care  of 
aliens,  who  could  never  be  supposed  to  be  so  warmly  inte- 
rested in  their  safety  and  defence  as  Englishman,  who,  to 
the  duty  and  prowess  of  soldiers,  would  always  add  the  en- 
thusiastick  zeal  of  freemen  and  Englishmen,  who  felt  them- 
selves contending  for  nothing  less  than  the  trade,  commerce, 
and  naval  power  of  their  country.  He  alluded,  as  a  corro- 
borating circumstance  of  the  care  and  attention  which  should 
always  be  paid  by  those  who  had  the  concerns  of  the  king- 
dom under  their  direction,  to  this  well-known  fact,  that  the 
commanding  officer  at  St.  Roqm  had  positive  orders  to 
seize  and  improve  every  possible  advantage,  either  by  stra- 
tagem, open  force,  or  surprise,  for  the  recovery  of  Gibral- 
tar. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  said,  he  was  too  conversant  in 
business,  and  too  well  acquainted  with  the  necessity  of  se- 
crecy, to  wish  for  any  communications  from  his  Majesty's 
servants,  which  might  subject  the  persons  or  properties  of 
those  who  gave,  and  perhaps  continue  to  give,  the  necessary 
informations  on  which  plans  of  either  hostility  or  concession 
may  be  formed.  He  still  had  it  less  in  his  thoughts  to  press 
the  noble  Earl,  [Earl  of  Rochford,]  who  so  pointedly  ani- 
madverted on  his  charge  of  criminal  silence,  to  declare  what 
were  the  specifick  operations  meant  to  be  adopted:  nothing 
was  further  from  his  thoughts ;  for  that  was  not  the  species 
of  information  he  wanted.  He  had  heard  it  generally  re- 
ported, that  the  noble  Lord  who  has  the  conduct  of  the 
national  business  in  the  other  House,  informed  that  House, 
it  was  intended  to  augment  our  military  force  to  seventy 
thousand  men,  and  a  proportionable  naval  establishment ; 
or,  as  it  was  reported,  to  the  utmost  extent ;  in  short,  to 
strain  every  nerve  in  support  of  this  very  favourite  war.  A 
silence,  therefore,  on  diis  subject,  while  general  measures  of 
coercion  are  so  warmly  recommended,  is  what  1  call  crimi- 
nal. We  are  hurrying  precipitately  into  measures  of  great 
extent  and  deep  importance,  without  a  ray  of  light  to  direct 
us  in  our  progress.  We  shall  sit  here  and  argue,  day  after 
day,  on  the  measures  proposed,  one  by  one,  to  our  conside- 
ration, while  we  remain  totally  ignorant  of  the  facts,  by 
which  alone  we  can  be  enabled  lo  judge  whether  we  are 
acting  right  or  wrong.  We  neither  know  the  forces  which 
are  to  resist  us,  their  numbers,  discipline,  or  resources.     On 


the  other  hand,  we  are  as  ill  informed  of  the  force  we  mean 
to  employ  against  those  people, — whether  they  are  in  part  to 
consist  of  foreigners ;  what  is  generally  understood  will  be 
our  probable  expenses  ;  how  the  necessary  supplies  to  carry 
on  such  an  unnatural  war  are  to  be  raised.  On  the  whole, 
we  are  totally  ignorant  of  every  single  point  necessary  to 
the  proper  determination  of  matters  of  such  weighty  consi- 
deration, points  which  might  lead  us  to  balance  the  ex- 
penses, the  inconveniences,  the  hazards  of  such  an  arduous 
undertaking  against  the  claims  of  America ;  and  on  the 
whole  to  coolly  decide  whether  it  would  not  be  more  wise, 
just,  expedient,  and  magnanimous,  to  adopt  conciliatory 
than  coercive  measures.  It  is  only  by  such  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, I  am  satisfied,  it  can  be  worth  your  Lordships 
while  to  attend  to  your  duty  in  this  House,  with  honour  to 
yourselves  or  benefit  to  the  nation.  His  Grace  closed  this 
explanation  by  saying,  that  by  nothing  he  had  offered  did 
he,  in  the  least,  wish  to  abridge  the  royal  prerogative  or  au- 
thority of  the  Crown  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  always  was,  and 
would  continue,  to  carefully  watch,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  any 
encroachments  on  either  side.  The  present  power  of  intro- 
ducing foreigners  was,  in  his  opinion,  not  a  power  legally 
inherent  in  the  Crown ;  he  should  therefore  oppose  it  as 
zealously  as  he  would  any  which  tended  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  strip  it  of  any  of  its  just  rights. 

Viscount  fVeymouth  contended,  that  neither  the  letter  nor 
spirit  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  in  any  degree  invaded  by 
the  passage  in  the  King's  Speech  alluded  to  this  day  ;  much 
less  violated.  What,  said  his  Lordship,  are  the  words  of 
that  law  ?  That  no  standing  army  shall  be  kept  on  foot, 
without  the  consent  of  Parliament,  in  time  of  peace,  within 
this-kingdom.  What  is  the  spirit  and  intention  of  this  pro- 
vision ?  Certainly  that  no  army  shall  be  kept  up,  without 
the  consent  of  Parliament,  at  any  time.  I  will  appeal  to 
any  noble  Lord,  on  either  side  of  the  House,  if  this  be  not 
perfecdy  consonant  both  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  act. 
Is  it  pretended  that  there  is  any  such  thing  intended  on  the 
present  occasion  ?  In  times  of  most  urgent  necessity,  during 
the  recess  of  Pariiament,  a  body  of  troops  is  called  for,  by 
a  particular  exigency,  arising  during  the  recess.  His  Ma- 
jesty, as  Elector  oi  Hanover,  urged  by  the  most  gracious 
motives,  offers  the  wanted  aid  in  one  capacity,  and  accepts 
of  it  in  another.  Does  such  an  act  as  this  encroach  on  or 
defeat  the  Bill  of  Rights?  Does  it  assert  that  any  such 
power  is  inherent  in  the  Crown  ?  On  the  contrary,  does  it 
not  impliedly  assert  the  very  reverse,  by  submitting  the 
measure  itself  to  the  judgment  of  Parliament?  As  to  the 
legality,  I  will  confess  fairly  that  I  think  the  measure  every 
way  unexceptionable.  The  law  annexes  these  two  positive 
conditions :  "  within  the  kingdom,"  and  in  "  time  of  peace." 
Is  there  a  noble  Lord  present,  who  will  gravely  assert,  that 
the  word  "  kingdom"  here  means  all  the  dependencies  and 
possessions  of  the  Crown  of  England  1  Or,  if  there  be,  is 
there  a  second  Lord,  who  will  after,  seriously  contend,  that 
the  present  is  such  a  time  of  peace  as  ties  up  the  hands  of 
the  Sovereign  from  exerting  those  powers  intrusted  to  him 
for  the  protection  of  eveiy  part  of  his  dominions?  If  there 
be,  I  must  fairiy  confess,  that  the  law,  thus  construed,  would 
be  productive  in  some  particular  instances,  not  at  all  ex- 
ceeding the  bounds  of  probability,  of  evils,  if  possible,  much 
more  fatal  to  the  safety  of  this  empire  than  any  imputed  to 
the  measure  now  so  loudly  condemned.  The  noble  Lord 
who  spoke  last,  informs  us,  that  there  is  a  constant  standing 
instruction  to  the  commandant  of  the  Spanish  lines  to  be 
upon  the  look-out,  and  whenever  an  opportunity  offers, 
either  by  surprise,  stratagem,  or  the  known  weakness  of  the 
gan-ison  of  Gibraltar,  to  seize  and  improve  it,  so  as,  if  pos- 
sible, to  regain  the  possession  of  that  important  fortress. 
Now,  for  my  part,  this  piece  of  information,  if  to  be  de- 
pended on,  operates  upon  ine  in  a  very  different  manner 
fiom  what  it  has  on  the  noble  Lord  who  imparted  it ;  for  it 
strengthens  me  still  more  in  my  opinion  relative  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  measure  ;  because  it  shows  how  necessary  it  is 
to  take  care  that  Gibraltar  should,  at  all  times,  be  garrison- 
ed in  such  a  manner  as  to  defeat  any  attempt  diere  might  be 
made  on  it,  in  pursuance  of  this  general  military  instruction. 

His  Lordship  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  Bill  of  In- 
demnity, which  had  been  so  often  mentioned  in  the  course 
of  the  debate.  A  noble  Duke,  who  spoke  eariy,  had  ex- 
pressed his  surprise  that  any  noble  Lord  in  Administration 
could  raise  a  single  objection  to  a  bill  of  indemnity  ;  but  he 
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begged  leave  to  remind  his  Grace,  and  call  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  House,  the  conduct  of  some  other  noble  Lords, 
when  a  bill  of  indemnity  was  offered,  and  at  length  forced 
on  them,  in  the  year  1*66,  for  stopping  up  the  ports,  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  corn.  Then  his  Majesty  was 
made  to  justify  the  act  of  suspending  an  act  of  Parliament, 
by  the  mere  virtue  of  his  Royal  authority  ;  then  it  v\  as,  that 
one  noble  Lord  said,  in  mitigation  of  such  a  gross  \iolaiion 
of  tlie  Constitution  and  the  laws,  that  at  most  the  proclar 
ination  was  but  a  forty  days'  tyranny ;  it  was  then  that 
another  noble  Earl,  [Chatham,]  who  was  at  that  particular 
period  supposed  to  have  the  conduct  of  the  alFuirs  of  this 
country,  argued  strenuously  against  the  propriety  or  neces- 
sity of  the  bill,  though  he  at  length  consented  to  it ;  and  it 
was  then  anoUier  noble  Lord  [  Camden]  high  in  office,  con- 
tended, to  the  very  last,  that  the  measure  was  justifiable,  and 
refused  to  concur  in  a  vote  for  its  passing. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  confessed,  that  he  had  been  one 
of  the  advisers  of  the  measure  for  sending  Hanoverian 
troops  to  take  possession  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca.  He 
denied  any  or  the  least  intention  of  bringing  the  Russians 
into  Great  Britain,  nor  was  it,  he  said,  determined  to  em- 
ploy them  in  any  manner ;  at  the  same  time,  if  a  necessity 
should  arise,  which  he  hoped  would  not,  he  could  discover 
no  impropriety  in  employing  them  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  might  be  rendered  most  capable  of  carrying  into  exe- 
cution the  measures  which  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  might 
deem  necessary,  in  pursuit  of  the  just  exertion  of  its  con- 
stitutional claims  directed  to  the  genera!  interests  of  the 
empire. 

Lord  Camden  pressed  the  illegality  of  the  measure  which 
die  noble  Lords  in  office  had  so  fully  and  repeatedly  avow- 
ed their  having  advised.  He  said  it  was  not  necessary,  in 
order  to  decide  on  a  question  of  such  high  importance,  to 
send  for  a  lawyer  from  Westminster- Hall,  and  produce  him 
at  their  Lordships'  bar,  with  a  label  in  his  mouth,  to  declare 
what  was  the  law  of  the  land  ;  for  the  law  now  under  consi- 
deration, he  contended,  was  of  a  very  different  nature,  and 
would  admit  in  its  interpretation  of  very  few  of  the  distinc- 
tions and  technical  modes  of  exposition,  which  were  found 
necessary  to  come  at  the  true  construction  of  a  matter  of 
mere  law ;  yet  even  on  that  ground,  if  the  question  was  to 
be  solely  determined  on  it,  he  had  not  a  single  doubt  but  he 
should  be  able,  against  its  warmest  adversaries,  whether  in 
private  or  publick,  to  prove  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  clear 
and  decisive  points  that  ever  had  half  an  hour's  argument 
spent  on  it,  or,  indeed,  the  clearest  which  chance,  ignorance, 
or  obstinacy,  ever  brought  into  legal  controversy.  After 
elucidating  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  the  literal  and 
obvious  meaning  of  the  clause  in  the  Bill  of  Rights ;  after 
adverting  to  the  spirit  of  that  law,  as  applying  to  the  griev- 
ance which  was  then  to  be  remedied ;  after  pointing  out 
the  true  construction  of  the  letter  and  spirit  united,  as  in- 
terpreted for  a  series  of  almost  ninety  years,  and  during  the 
reigns  of  four  Princes,  besides  the  present,  three  of  whom 
were  foreigners,  (no  slight  matter  of  consideration,)  he  drew 
this  obvious  conclusion,  that  no  foreign  troops  could  be 
brought  into  the  dominions  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain, 
without  the  previous  consent  of  Parliament.  His  Lordship 
observed,  that  distinctions  had  been  made  between  a  time 
of  peace  and  a  time  of  war ;  but  he  was  certain,  that 
neither  the  law  nor  any  usage  justified  any  such  interpre- 
tation. It  was  true,  that  the  word  "  foreigners"  was  not 
mentioned  in  the  law ;  but  would  any  one  infer  from  that, 
that  though  it  was  not  pennitted  to  keep  a  standing  army 
of  natives,  it  might  be  wise,  constitutional,  and  legal,  to 
keep  on  foot  a  standing  army  of  foreigners?  He  said  he 
was  ashamed  to  dwell  on  such  puerile  distinctions,  were  it 
not  that  such  great  stress  seemed  to  have  been  laid  on  them 
by  one  or  two  Lords  on  the  other  side.  He  next  entered 
into  a  view  of  the  general  question ;  and  dwelt  particularly 
upon  two  points.  The  first  was,  in  relation  to  the  charge 
made  against  him  by  the  last  noble  Lord  who  spoke,  rela- 
tive to  the  Bill  of  Indemnity  passed  in  1766.  His  Lordship 
said,  that  he  always  understood  it  to  be  a  received  maxim 
in  politicks,  that  the  salus  populi  was  the  suprema  lex ; 
when,  therefore,  the  then  Ijord  Mayor  of  London  informed 
the  Privy  Council  that  the  crop  of  bread  com  was  extremely 
short,  not  much  above  a  third  of  the  annual  consumption,  that 
the  calamity  was  universal  and  threatened  all  Europe,  and 
that  consequently  every  means  would  be  used  to  drain  the 


country  of  its  scanty  stock,  so  as  by  such  means  to  threaten 
a  famine, — lie  thought,  for  his  part,  and  ever  would  con- 
tinue to  think  so,  diat  the  maxim  of  salus  populi  suprema 
lex  was  never  more  applicable.  It  is  true,  it  was  against  an 
act  of  Pariiament,  but  he  was  still  of  opinion,  with  that 
great  philosopher  Mr.  Locke,  that  there  were  cases  of  ne- 
cessity, neither  provided  for  nor  foreseen,  which  fully  justi- 
fied a  departure  from  the  mere  letter  of  die  law.  Tiiat  was 
his  opinion  then  ;  so  much  so,  that  he  could  never  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  think  that  he  wanted  a  bill  of  indemnity,  that 
he  wanti'd  a  pardon,  for  concurring  with  the  rest  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers,  in  preventing  the  dreadful  consequences  of 
a  famine,  perhaps  in  saving  die  lives  of  some  millions  of  his 
fellow-subjects.  But  what  kind  of  affinity  or  similarity  there 
was  between  the  necessity  of  that  day  and  the  necessity  of 
this,  was  what  he  could  not  possibly  discover.  Here  it  was 
only  to  give  directions  to  have  the  troops  ready  to  embark, 
to  have  the  transports  in  the  harbour,  to  assemble  Pariia- 
ment a  few  days  earlier,  and  to  procure  a  vote  of  both 
Houses,  by  which  means  every  proposed  end  would  be 
effectually  answered.  He  doubted  much  if  a  single  day 
would  be  lost,  nay,  he  was  convinced  the  whole  might  be 
managed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  the  loss  of  a  single 
hour.  The  other  matter  he  dwelt  on  was,  the  consequences . 
that  were  to  be  dreaded  from  the  measures  meant  to  be 
carried  into  execution.  Those  he  feared  would  turn  out  to 
be  exactly  similar  to  what  happened  to  the  Atheninns,  in 
their  contest  with  their  Colonies  planted  in  the  Island  of 
Sicily.  They  were  a  great  maritime  nation,  they  planted 
Colonies,  they  increased  their  riches,  power  and  maritime 
strength  by  diis  plantation  ;  they  grew  at  length  mighty  and 
Overbearing,  tyrannical  to  their  dependencies,  and  jealous  of 
liberty  in  any  part  of  the  Athenian  dominions,  beyond  the 
confines  of  Attica.  They  liad  triumphed  over  their  neigh- 
bours, the  Republick  of  Sparta,  who  were  in  some  measure 
to  them  what  France  is  to  us,  their  superior  on  land,  and 
their  continual  rival  in  power  and  greatness.  What  was  the 
consequence  ?  Intoxicated  with  their  increase  of  power  and 
opulence,  they  began  to  oppress  their  Colonies ;  the  Colo- 
nies took  arms  ;  four  Generals  of  great  note  were  sent  from 
Athens  to  subdue  them ;  the  Athenians  were  defeated ; 
more  troops  were  sent,  reinforcement  followed  reinforce- 
ment ;  at  length  they  were  totally  expelled  that  Island ; 
not  a  General,  nor  scarce  a  man,  ever  returned  to  relate  the 
circumstances  of  their  successive  defeats.  Thus,  deprived 
of  every  foot  of  land  they  possessed  in  Sicily,  and  divided 
among  themselves,  they  shortly  after  fell  a  prey  to  their  am- 
bitious and  inveterate  enemies,  the  Republick  of  Sparta. 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh  insisted  that  it  was  not  the  Ministry 
that  deceived  or  misled  that  House  ;  but  it  was  a  set  of  men 
in  the  country  who  flattered  themselves  they  would  be  en- 
abled thereby  to  force  themselves  into  power  and  office. 
Unfortunately  for  both  countries,  those  incendiaries  had 
been  too  successful.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  con- 
vince such  men  that  they  could  draw  no  advantage  from  such 
arts ;  by  which  means  those  delusions^would  be  dispelled  by 
which  the  people  of  America  had  been  unhappily  misled  ; 
or  if  they  should  pertinaciously  adhere  to  their  errors,  they 
must  be  convinced  that  no  subject  of  the  British  empire 
can  appeal  to  any  other  mode  of  decision,  or  be  safe  under 
any  species  of  protection  whatever,  but  such  as  the  laws 
and  Constitution  afford.  His  Lordship  entered  fully  into  the 
construction  of  that  paragraph  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  which 
immediately  applied  to  the  question  before  the  House,  and 
contended  that  that  paragraph  by  no  means  reached  the 
present  case ;  for  neither  Gibraltar  nor  Minorca  could  be 
said  to  be  described  in  the  words  "  within  the  kingdom," 
that  phrase  manifestly  ha\ing  a  retrospect  to  the  very  cir- 
cumstance which  made  it  necessary  to  declare  the  sense  of 
the  whole  nation  on  the  matter,  namely :  James  II  keeping 
up  a  standing  army  "  in  time  of  peace,  within  the  kingdom, 
without  the  consent  of  Parliament." 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  observed,  that  it  was  usual  with 
the  noble  Lords  in  Administradon,  when  they  found  them- 
selves pressed  in  argument,  to  fly  for  sanctuary  to  their 
usual  topick  of  imputing  facdous  motives  to  their  antago- 
nists. Such  a  conduct  answered  one  end :  that  of  drawing 
ofl'  the  attention  of  their  Lordships  from  the  question.  But 
it  was,  however,  not  without  its  advantages  in  a  contrary 
direction  ;  for  it  showed  the  dispassionate  part  of  the  House 
that  the  argument  on  every  true,  sound,  relative  ground, 
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was  against  them — was  tacitly  deserted — when  Ministers 
and  their  avowed  supporters  were  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  such  flimsy  aids,  of  keeping  up  a  conversation  when  the 
point  in  debate  had  been  virtually,  nay,  actually  deserted. 
His  Grace  observed,  that  several  noble  Ix)rds  had  taken  it 
for  granted  that  hiring  foreigners  was  frecjucntly  practised 
since  the  Revolution  ;  nay,  sometimes  they  had  been  brought 
into  the  kingdom  without  the  previous  consent  of  Parliament. 
How  far  this  general  assertion  might  apply,  he  would  not 
pretend  to  determine ;  but  this  he  would  venture  to  assert, 
that  foreigners  were  never,  upon  any  pretence,  brought  into 
this  kingdom  without  the  consent  of  Parliament,  either  by 
treaty  or  address.  It  has  been  said,  early  in  the  debate, 
that  the  Hessians  had  been  brought  over  in  1745,  without 
any  previous  Parliamentary  communication ;  but  nothing 
could  be  more  erroneous  ;  for  though  they  were  not  called 
over  by  an  express  act  of  Parliament,  either  then  or  in  1756, 
both  Houses  consented  to  it  by  an  address  to  the  Throne,  in 
one  instance  ;  and  where  that  sanction  was  wanting,  by  some 
existing  treaty  ratified  by  Parliament.  As  to  taking  foreign 
troops  into  British  pay,  and  afterwards  prevailing  on  Par- 
liament to  ratify  such  engagements,  that  did  not  come  up  to 
the  present  point.  But  even  allowing  that  to  be  the  case, 
some  of  the  noble  Lords,  and  many  of  the  descendants  of 
others  of  them,  differed  widely  upon  the  subject  in  the  year 
1742,  wRen  a  body  of  Hanoverians  was  taken  into  British 
pay,  and  afterwards  the  Minister  came  to  Parliament  to 
make  good  the  engagement.  On  that  occasion  there  was  a 
very  remarkable  and  spirited  protest  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals. 

[Here  his  Grace,  after  reading  part  of  the  Protest,  read 
several  of  the  names ;  among  which  were  those  of  the 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  Talbot,  and  several  others.] 

His  Grace  went  fully  into  the  question,  and  closed  his 
observations  with  this  argument :  The  noble  Lords  on  the 
other  side  insist  that  it  is  competent  to  the  King  to  raise 
and  keep  an  army  in  time  of  war  or  rebellion,  in  any  part 
of  his  dominions,  previous  -to  the  consent  of  Parliament ; 
that  the  paragraph  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  makes  no  distinc- 
tion between  an  army  of  natives  and  foreigners ;  and  that 
there  is  at  present  a  rebellion  in  America.  Now,  I  will  draw 
my  conclusion  as  an  inevitable  consequence  from  these  pre- 
mises :  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  may  now,  or  at  any 
future  time,  introduce  into  this  kingdom  directly,  either  in 
time  of  war,  or  when  there  is  a  rebellion  in  any  part  of  this 
vast  empire,  any  number  of  foreign  mercenaries  he  pleases, 
without  consent  of  Parliament. 

Lord-Chancellor  Bathurst,  deserting  what  he  called  the 
quibbles  of  Westminster-Hall,  and  the  subtle  distinctions  of 
lawyers,  allowed  that  the  fortresses  of  Gibraltar  and  Port- 
Mahon  were  fairly  within  the  s^rit  and  meaning  of  the 
paragraph  of  the  Act  of  SettlemeM  ;  and  that  in  the  same 
sense,  too,  he  understood  it  applied  to  foreigners ;  but  to 
neither  in  the  manner  now  contended  for  by  the  noble 
Lord  who  supported  the  motion  ;  for  if  those  fortresses  came 
within  the  description  of  "  within  the  kingdom,"  so  did  Ame- 
rica— consequently,  America  being  now  in  rebellion,  the 
operation  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  law  must  cease  till  peace 
be  restored  ;  and,  on  that  ground,  the  measure  of  sending 
the  Hanoverian  troops  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  was  per- 
fectly justifiable.  His  Lordship  declared  that,  with  the  rest 
of  the  Cabinet  Ministers,  he  had  assisted  in  advising  the 
measure. 

Earl  Gower  made  the  same  declaration,  and  entered  into 
the  consideration  of  American  affairs.  He  said  it  was 
strongly  insisted  on  the  other  side  that  we  should  never  be 
able  to  coerce  America.  He  was  sure  we  should :  that  was 
a  fair  argument.  The  noble  Duke  who  spoke  last  but  one, 
had  read  a  long  list  of  names,  supposing  that  the  sons  and 
descendants  of  the  noble  Lords  who  signed  that  protest 
ought  to  inherit  the  same  political  sentiments  with  their 
titles  and  fortunes ;  but  he  perceived  the  noble  Duke's 
father's  name  was  not  among  the  protestors,  and  that  his 
principles,  of  course,  were  very  different  from  his  son's :  and 
that  was  another  fair  argument.  His  Ix)rdship  defended  the 
whole  of  the  measures  ingrafted  on  the  King's  Speech. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne  (Lord  Wycombe)  said:  The  Bill 
of  Rights  is  declaratory.  It  supposes  a  law  which  can  be 
found  in  no  written  book  or  statute  whatever.  It  can  only 
be  looked  for  by  recurring  to  its  principle.  The  only  prin- 
ciple that  can  be  suggested  is,  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
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by  keeping  a  standing  force  without  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment. To  do  this  within  the  limits  of  the  kingdom,  and  in 
time  of  peace,  is  more  dangerous,  and  carries  with  it  less 
colour  of  necessity.  To  do  the  same  in  Ireland,  Gibraltar, 
or  any  of  the  dependencies  of  the  kingdom,  may  be  less 
dangerous;  but  will  any  n)an  say  there  is  no  danger?  If 
there  be  danger,  the  difference  of  the  degree  can  make  no 
change  in  the  principle,  nor  in  the  law  founded  on  it.  It 
may  be  asked,  why  was  it  not  declared  in  this  extent  in  the 
Bill  of  Rights  ?  The  letter  of  the  law  and  the  history  of 
it  give  the  answer.  The  Pariiament  was  satisfied  that  King 
James  had  raised  or  kept  a  force  within  the  kingdom  in  time 
of  peace ;  and  their  declaration  of  the  law  was  naturally 
conmiensurate  to  his  violation  of  it.  It  must  be  a  strange 
interpretation  of  that  declaration,  to  infer  from  it  that  a  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  which,  under  such  aggra- 
vating circumstances,  was  highly  dangerous  as  well  as^  ille- 
gal, could,  in  a  case  where  the  danger  differs  only  in  the 
degree,  be  perfectly  legal  and  innocent. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  "  Whether  the  said 
question  shall  be  now  put  ?" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  negative:  Contents,  31 ;  Proxy, 
1.     Non-contents,  53 ;  Proxies,  22. 

Ordered,  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty,  to  desire  "  that  his  Majdfety  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  give  orders  that  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
copy  of  a  Paper  intituled  '  A  Petition  of  the  Congress  of 
several  Provinces  in  North-America  to  his  Majesty,'  pre- 
sented to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  in  December  last." 


HOUSE    or    COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  November  1,  1775. 

Lord  Banington  laid  before  the  House  the  Army  Esti- 
mates. 

Colonel  Barre  desired  to  know  the  number,  state  and 
disposition  of  the  troops  in  America,  according  to  the  last 
returns. 

Lord  Barrington  could  not  satisfy  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ;  but  before  Monday  he  would  consult  some  papers 
which  would  enable  him  to  answer  as  much  of  those  par- 
ticulars as  was  prudent  to  be  disclosed. 

Colonel  Barre.  What  the  noble  Lord  has  now  said  is 
in  the  true  spirit  of  the  Administration.  Give  information 
they  will  not ;  but  they  will  call  upon  Pariiament  to  vote 
fresh  troops,  without  letting  Parliament  know  the  least  of 
what  they  ought  to  know  concerning  those  which  are  already 
employed.     I  shall  therefore  move : 

"  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House  an  account  of  the 
last  Returns  of  the  number  of  effective  men  in  the  several 
Regiments  and  Corps  in  his  Majesty's  service,  serving  in 
North-America,  together  with  a  state  of  the  number  of  sick 
and  wounded ;  distinguishing  the  several  places  where  the 
said  troops  are  stationed." 

Lord  Barrington.  Ever  since  I  have  been  concerned  in 
the  Army,  I  know  of  no  precedent  similar  to  what  is  now- 
called  for.  To  call  during  the  war  for  the  return  of  an  army, 
has,  indeed,  been  attempted,  but  was  always  opposed,  as  a 
practice  which  might  prove  exceedingly  inconvenient.  In  • 
the  present  case.  I  do  not  know  that  any  evils  would  flow 
from  it,  but  if  done  by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  it  will  be- 
come a  most  dangerous  precedent.  As  to  the  information 
which  the  gentleman  wants,  I  can  give  it  partly  on  my  legs, 
in  which  way  it  will  not  be  a  precedent ;  and  if  I  am  not  so 
correct,  from  the  papers  which  I  have  accidentally  about 
me,  as  might  be  expected,  against  to-morrow  I  will  procure 
those  which  shall  be  more  accurate. 

Colonel  Barre.  The  noble  Lord  gives  me  the  strongest 
ground  that  the  thing  I  demand  will  be  of  no  evil  conse- 
quence. Without  entering  into  the  matter  of  precedent, 
why  not  give  the  House  an  inforaiation  which  can  do  no 
harm,  but  may  do  much  good  ?  In  these  matters  accuracy 
is  to  be  wished  for ;  and  I  see  no  reason,  if  the  noble  Lord 
lets  us  into  the  facts  in  general,  why  he  should  refuse  the 
return  itself,  which  is  asked  for  in  the  motion.  As  to  telling 
the  facts  to  me,  I  want  not  to  liave  a  private  curiosity  gratified : 
I  want  not  to  be  paid  in  private  a  publick  debt.  The  infor- 
mation should  be  general.  The  Ministers  and  officers  of 
the  Crown  have  admitted  that  they  were  deceived — they 
have  deceived  Pariiament ;  which  would  not  have  been  the 
case,  had  information  been  laid  before  us.     My  motion 
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demands  only  information,  that  before  we  vote  more  troops 
we  may  iinow  something  concerning  those  we  have  already. 
Let  the  noble  Lord  be  explicit  in  his  information.  Let  us 
know  to  what  extent  future  estimates  are  to  go,  that  when 
we  have  voted  one  number,  supjxjsing  it  to  be  the  total, 
there  may  not  be  after  demands.  The  House  must  proceed 
in  the  dark,  as  we  have  hitherto  done,  if  we  are  not  informed 
what  the  state  of  the  Army  in  Boston  is,  and  what  the  dis- 
tribution is  to  be.  The  information  1  have  had,  which  is 
tliat  of  the  pubiick,  is  only  that  of  the  troops  being  besieged, 
a  light-house  burnt  under  the  nose  of  the  Heet,  and  the  men 
sent  to  repair  it  carried  off  by  the  enemy.  Let  us  know 
the  tnitli,  and  we  shall  then  be  able  to  proceed  with  our 
eyes  open. 

Lord  Barringion.  The  last  return  is  that  of  July  19th, 
which  was  received  here  the  25th  of  October.  By  this  it 
appeal's  that  the  number  of  men  in  Boston,  exclusive  of  three 
Regiments  going  over  to  join  thein,  was  8,550,  of  which 
1,432  were  sick  and  wounded,  and  354  missing,  of  which — 
Mr.  Wdhore  Ellis.  I  submit  it  to  the  noble  Lord,  whether 
it  would  not  be  also  for  the  information  of  the  House,  to  lay 
before  us  these  particulars  of  the  Rebel  Army  ? 

Colonel  Bane.  I  give  the  right  honourable  gendeman 
credit  for  what  he  says ;  lay  before  the  House  the  number 
and  strength  of  the  Provincial  troops,  that  we  may  know 
whether  you  can  fight  them,  that  we  may  judge  of  your 
demands,  and  know  if  the  troops  you  ask  will  be  as  com- 
petent to  the  service  they  are  to  perform  as  were  those  of 
last  year.  He  expressed  his  surprise  that  Government  had 
no  returns  of  the  army  later  than  the  19th  of  July. 

Mr.  T.  Townshend.  On  the  point  of  precedent,  I  can  give 
the  noble  Lord  one  fully  in  point.  I  moved  for  the  return  of 
the  regiments  employed  in  the  affair  of  St.  Vincenfs,  and 
it  was  laid  before  the  House. 

Lord  Barrington.     That  return  was  not  called  for  till  the 
affair  was  over.     In  the  present  case  the  war  continues, 
which  makes  the  difference. 
Denied  by  Mr.  Townshend. 

Mr.  Fox.  It  is  evident,  from  what  has  passed,  that  the 
plea  of  acting  contrary  to  precedent  will  not  avail  the  noble 
Ijord.  That  point  is  satisfactorily  cleared  up.  What,  there- 
fore, is  the  true  reason  for  the  Minister's  refusing  to  lay  the 
information  called  for  before  the  House?  Merely,  I  assert, 
to  keep  Parliament  in  ignorance.  Was  the  fair  truth  to  be 
laid  before  the  House,  the  demands  of  Ministers  would  be 
inconsistent  with  the  facts  they  produced.  This  was  the 
case  last  session,  and  they  have  kept  back  all  information, 
and  imposed  upon  the  House  in  order  to  get  the  cry  of  the 
people  before  the  extent  of  the  evil  was  known.  But  they 
have  taken  care,  to  a  degree  of  affectation,  to  inform  you 
that  it  is  the  rights  not  of  the  Crown,  but  of  Parliament, 
for  which  they  are  fighting,  and  yet,  with  an  inconsistency 
worthy  only  of  themselves,  they  will  not  allow  Parliament 
the  least  information  to  know  how  to  fight  for  those  rights 
which  they  say  are  peculiarly  its  own.  This  is  the  conduct, 
sir,  which  has  driven  from  them  some  of  the  most  manly  and 
respectable  characters  in  the  kingdom.  They  were  deceived; 
they  openly  tell  these  men  who  call  themselves  Ministers, 
"  You  deceived  us ;  you  would  not  let  us  know  the  state 
either  of  America,  or  the  force  you  had  there  to  quell  the 
disturbances ;  acting  thus  in  the  dark,  we  were  led  into 
error,  but  we  will  not  persist  in  it ;  we  know  your  inten- 
tional deceit,  and  we  leave  you."  This,  sir,  is  also  the  case 
of  Parliament ;  and  the  only  remedy  is,  for  Parliament  to 
imitate  the  conduct  of  those  manly  characters,  by  refusing 
to  vote  away  the  money  of  their  constituents  for  measures 
about  which  they  are  absolutely  in  the  dark. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot.  Whether  or  not  the  precedent  be  for 
or  against  the  information,  I  shall  be  equally  against  the 
motion.  It  would  make  a  precedent  of  the  most  mischievous 
tendency.  What  is  tiie  return  of  an  army?  Why,  every 
particular  concerning  it,  given  with  the  utmost  accuracy,  and 
perfecUy  authentick.  Can  it  ever  be  proper  to  publish  such 
a  statement  while  your  enemy  is  in  the  field  ?  Would  it 
not  be  giving  him  intelligence  of  the  most  advantageous 
nature?  Could  any  Ministers  carry  on  the  business  of  the 
pubiick,  if  any  gentleman  in  this  House  had  a  right  to  call 
for  such  an  account  ?  It  would  be  impossible.  If  Minis- 
ters act  badly,  they  should  be  turned  out  of  their  places ; 
but  the  publick^ervice  can  never  be  advanced  by  calling  for 
accounts  which  destroy  your  confidence  in  them. 


Mr.  Burke.  So,  sir,  it  is  now  laid  down  as  a  maxim  not 
only  to  refuse  the  information,  but  to  take  care  that  such  in- 
fonnation  shall  never  b'e  given  ;  and  this  is  to  be  the  case, 
because  Parliament,  instead  of  calling  for  information,  should 
give  confidence  to  JNIinisters.  This,  sir,  is  not  only  telling 
\^  that  we  must  bear  our  ignorance,  but  perpetuating  it ;  and 
making  a  Minister's  having  forfeited  a  right  to  all  confidence, 
the  greatest  plea  for  placing  the  more  in  him  for  the  future. 
This  is  a  mode  of  reasoning  I  never  heard  of  before.  As  to 
the  importance  of  the  information  now  called  for,  and  the 
danger  of  producing  it,  it  makes  one  smile.  Can  you  ima- 
gine that  this  army  return  of  July  last,  can  be  conveyed  to 
America  and  become  better  intelligence  than  General  fVash- 
ington  has  already  ?  I  will  not  have  so  poor  an  opinion  of 
his  abilities,  who  could  write  that  excellent  letter,  we  have 
all  read,  to  General  Gage,  but  suppose  him  and  the  Generals 
Lee  and  Putnam,  to  be  more  assiduous  and  attentive.  These 
men  know  much  more  of  your  amiy  than  your  return  can 
give  them.  They  coop  it  up,  besiege  it,  destroy  it,  crush 
it.  Your  officers  are  swept  off  by  the  rifles,  if  they  show 
their  noses. 

Lord  ^oi-th  said,  that  before  the  year  1763  die  authority 
of  the  British  Legislature  was  not  denied  in  America.  He 
said,  the  repealing  thirteen  acts  of  Parliament  would  not, 
consequently,  place  us  in  the  same  situation  in  which  we  then 
were.  He  wished  as  ardently  as  any  person  to'  stop  the 
effusion  of  blood  on  both  sides ;  but  thought  it  could  only 
be  effected  by  sending  over  a  formidable  army  early  in  the 
spring,  and  appointing  proper  persons  on  the  spot  to  give 
pardons,  as  mentioned  in  the  speech.  These  were  the  only 
methods,  he  said,  which  could,  in  his  opinion,  restore  matters 
to  that  desired  footing;  and  when  that  period  should  arrive, 
he  did  not  doubt  but  his  conciliatory  plan  would  give  per- 
manency to  the  reconciliation,  by  our  accepting  a  quantum, 
annually,  in  lieu  of  taxes.  He  was  against  the  motion,  as 
it  would  ground  a  precedent  for  future  abuses.  The  case  of 
the  Caribbs  was  very  different  from  the  present ;  in  that  the 
Minister  was  accused  of  sending  too  many  men  to  an  un- 
wholesome climate ;  and,  besides,  there  was  no  great  danger 
of  die  Caribbs  reading  our  accounts. 

Colonel  Barre  observed,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Minis- 
ter in  withholding  every  proper  information,  put  him  in 
mind  of  a  King,  who,  perceiving  one  end  of  a  Lutheran 
Church  exceedingly  ruinous  and  all  the  rest  of  it  very  good 
and  elegant,  proposed  to  rebuild  that  part  for  them ;  which 
he  did  in  a  very  magnificent  manner;  but  when  they  came 
to  assemble  there,  they  found  diat  he  had  taken  away  all 
the  light ;  upon  which  they  waited  on  his  Majesty,  thanked 
him  for  his  favours,  and  also  acquainted  him  widi  their  mis- 
fortune, in  not  being  able  to  see  at  church  ;  upon  which  his 
Majesty  replied,  it  was  aerfectly  right  it  should  be  so  ;  for  it 
was. written  in  the  Scriptures,  "Blessed  are  they  that  be- 
lieve, and  do  not  see." 

The  House  then  divided.    The  yeas  went  forth : 

Tellers  for  the  veas    S  ^'^- Thomas  Townshend,  -    \     „„ 
iellers  lor  tne  yeas,  -^  ^^^  Marsham, $     '^ 

Tellers  for  the  noes,  -j  o-  ' n       "r^"' 

'   i_  Sir  Grey  Looper,    -  -  -  - 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Colonel  Barre  moved.  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House,  an  account  of  the  Artillery,  Arms,  Ordnance,  and 
Military  Stores,  issued  from  the  Office  of  Ordnance,  sent  to 
America,  from  the  1st  of  September,  1773,  to  the  1st  of 
September,  1775. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Colonel  Barre  then  moved.  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  an  account  of  the  Transports  taken  up,  or  contracted 
for  since  September,  1773,  to  September,  1775;  describing 
the  tonnage,  and  what  has  been  paid,  or  contracted  to  be 
paid  for  the  same. 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  November  1,  1775. 
The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  consider  of  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty. 

Mr.  BuUer  moved  that  twenty-eight  thousand  Seaman, 
including  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  Marines, 
be  voted  for  the  service  of  the  year  1776,  at  the  rate  of 
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foui«  pounds  per  month.  He  spoke  of  the  stations  of  the 
fleet ;  p^ticularly  that  the  one  under  Admiral  Shuldham, 
wlio  was'to  command  in  North- America,  was  to  consist  of 
seventy-eight  sail. 

Admiral  Keppcl  opposed  the  motion,  as  inadequate  to  a 
war,  and  too  lar^e  for  a  peace  establishment.  He  said  that 
no  vessels  could  keep  the  sea  upon  the  coast  of  North- 
America  in  the  winter  season ;  arraigned  the  proceedings 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in  his  conduct  of  the 
Navy,  which  he  represented'to  have  been  in  a  much  better 
situation  before  the  present  noble  Lord  came  to  the  head  of 
that  department  than  since. 

Captain  Luttrell.  When  the  Address,  which,  we  are  told, 
pledged  us  to  nothing,  passed  this  House,  1  did  suppose  Minis- 
try would  think  it  politick  to  vote  Navy,  Army,  Militia,  sup- 
plies, and  every  grant  they  may  want,  to  exhaust  the  treasure 
of  this  country,  without  giving  time  for  reflection,  informa- 
tion, or  inquiry ;  and  therefore  I  am  not  surprised  at  the 
precipitate  manner  in  whicii  the  honourable  member  has 
brought  before  us  a  question  of  such  great  national  import ; 
but  as  I  suspected  it,  I  was  eager  to  learn  from  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  to  me,  when  he  mentioned  the  number  of 
land  forces  proposed  to  be  employed  for  the  present  year, 
what  the  naval  establishment  was  to  consist  of.  His  Lord- 
ship carefully  avoided  being  thus  communicative,  though  he 
assured  us,  in  too  general  terms,  that  the  most  proper  econo- 
my had  been,  and  would  be,  observed  with  respect  to  the 
Navy.  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  accuse  that  noble  Lord  of  an 
inclination  to  impose  upon  this  House  or  the  publick,  because 
his  ignorance  of  naval  affairs  will  acquit  him  with  me  of  any 
such  design.  But,  sir,  let  him  beware  here  how  he  puts 
implicit  faith  in  the  information  of  a  man  who,  with  little 
more  maritime  knowledge,  may,  perhaps,  have  much  sub- 
tlety, and  is  wise  to  rest  such  assertion  as  this  upon  the 
credit  of  the  noble  Lord  rather  than  upon  his  own  ;  for  I 
believe  it  will  puzzle  any  man  in  this  House  to  produce 
more  than  one  instance  where  this  boasted  economy  has 
been  observed,  and  there  profusion  would  have  been  ex- 
cusable, if  not  commendable:  I  mean,  sir,  when  his  Majesty 
went  to  review  his  fleet  at  Portsmouth.  But,  sir,  it  would 
take  me  till  midnight  to  enumerate  the  various  instances  of 
bad  management,  ignorance,  and  extravagance  that  have 
followed  one  another  since  the  noble  Lord  who  now  pre- 
sides at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty  was  appointed  to  such 
office ;  proceeding,  in  part,  I  am  sure,  from  his  not  taking 
the  advice  of  a  very  able  and  respectable  sea  officer,  who 
is  a  Lord  of  that  Board,  but  obstinately  following  his  own 
naval,  ideas,  and  being  unable  or  unwilling  to  discern  that, 
though  a  subtle  statesman,  he  is  but  an  ordinary  seaman. 

Sir,  where,  then,  is  this  economy  to  be  found  ?  Is  it  in 
the  summer  parade  of  that  noble  Lord,  sailing  from  one 
King's  port  to  the  other,  and  wasting  every  year  some  hun- 
dred pounds  of  the  publick  money,  by  the  single  expenditure 
of  powder,  to  notify  his  arrival  ?  By  prostituting  the  honour 
of  the  flag,  and  claiming  distinctions  he  must  know,  if  he 
knows  anything  of  the  service,  he  is  no  way  entitled  to, 
and  therefore  ought  to  be  ashamed  of?  Is  it  by  the  loss  to 
the  publick  of  the  artificers'  labour  while  they  are  doing 
homage  to  this  mighty  Lord  ?  Is  it  in  sending  a  royal 
yacht  with  his  son  to  Lisbon,  which  will  cost  the  publick 
one  thousand  pounds,  when  he  might  have  gone  in  a  packet 
for  fifty  pounds  ?  Is  it  in  the  wise  regulations  he  has  made 
in  the  Navy,  which  we  hear  of  in  the  newspapers,  and  by 
his  dependants,  but  nowhere  else  ?  Or  is  it  in  that  careful 
inspection  into  the  state  of  the  fleet  so  to  prevent  abuses, 
that  the  best  men-of-war  may  be  sold  for  one  thousand 
pounds,  while  the  worst  appear  to  have  cost  forty  thousand 
pounds  in  repair?  And,  sir,  as  it  is  the  custom  to  call  up 
the  attention  of  the  country  gentlemen  upon  every  alarming 
subject,  I  will  crave  that  indulgence  for  a  minute  to  mark 
one  instance  out  of  very  many  where  this  economy  is  not  to 
be  found.  [He  then  entered  into  the  abuses  and  misapplica- 
tions that  had  prevailed  in  the  naval  economy  since  the  year 
1770.  He  showed  that,  though  in  the  course  of  five  years 
upwards  of  two  millions  sterling  had  been  granted  by  Par- 
liament for  the  repairs  of  the  Navy,  over  and  above  the 
sums  annually  for  wear  and  tear,  yet  the  Navy  debt  had  in- 
creased in  the  same  five  years  upwards  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds.  He  proved  that  the  Africa,  a  ship  of  seventy 
guns,  had  been  sold  for  nine  hundred  pounds,  though  she 
was  in  better  order  than  two-thirds  of  the  fleet,  and  could 


have  been  made  as  good  as  new  for  three  thousand  pounds ; 
while  it  appeared  upon  the  Journals  of  the  House  there  had 
been  demanded  of  Parliament,  for  the  use  of  the  Dragon 
man-of-war  only,  within  four  years,  though  she  had  never 
been  at  sea  in  the  time,  thirty-two  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  seventy-three  pounds,  being  extra  work  over  and  above 
what  she  had  cost  under  the  articles  of  wear  and  tear,  and 
ordinary ;  and  is  now  laid  up  in  Fareham-  Creek,  unfit  for 
service  without  further  repair.  He  likewise  proved,  that  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Board  was  the  cause  of  the 
late  insurrection  of  the  shipwrights,  as  he  had  encouraged 
them  to  petition  Parliament  for  an  increase  of  wages,  in 
opposition  to  the  application  of  the  Captains  of  the  Navy 
for  an  increase  of  their  half-pay :  he  himself  having  told 
their  committee  that  the  shipwrights  were  a  set  of  more 
useful  men  to  this  station,  and  much  more  entitled  to  the 
favour  of  Government.  He  said  that  the  task-work  was 
the  most  destmctive  manner  of  building  and  repairing  jws- 
sible ;  that  it  must  inevitably  increase  the  naval  expense, 
and  ruin  the  fleet  of  this  Kingdom.] 

Now,  sir,  to  return  to  the  question  immediately  before  us: 
My  objection  arises,  as  it  did  last  year,  from  a  persuasion  of 
the  insufficiency  of  the  number  of  seamen  applied  for  to 
man  the  ships  already  in  commission,  and  those  fitting  for 
foreign  service :  if  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty -five 
marines  are  to  be  included,  one  thousand  two  hundred  of 
which  the  honourable  member  allows  to  make  a  part  of 
your  standing  army,  and  are  now  serving  under  the  General 
of  your  troops  in  America,  how,  then,  can  the  ships  in  this 
country  be  fitted  for  war,  if  occasion  should  require  it,  with- 
out the  assistance  of  these  marines,  who,  with  the  few  volun- 
teers we  have,  can  alone  be  trusted  to  man  the  boats,  get 
the  stores  on  board,  guard  the  ships,  and  the  men  we  receive 
from  the  impress  traders?  The  honourable  member  has 
told  us,  that  Admiral  Shuldham's  command  is  to  consist  of 
seventy-eight  sail  of  men-of-war.  In  that  case  it  is  trifling 
with  Parliament  to  come  with  such  a  demand  as  this,  when 
I  am  sure  it  is  impossible,  by  any  calculation,  to  prove  them 
sufficient  to  man  such  a  fleet  as  is  now  in  commission,  and 
fitting  for  foreign  service;  and  if  you  except,  out  of  twenty- 
eight  thousand  seamen,  the  one  thousand  two  hunded  marines 
under  the  command  of  our  General  at  Boston,  sea  officers, 
petty  officers,  and  servants, 'the  number  of  foremast  men  will 
not  exceed  fourteen  thousand ;  therefore  these  must  be  ordi- 
nary grants ;  you  may  judge  of  the  extraordinaries  by  what 
you  have  heard  respecting  the  Dragon,  afid  of  which  there 
are  many  more  instances  equally  alarmihgk 

Sir,  though  I  am  totally  against  a  great  increase  of  reve- 
nue for  the  destructive  purposes  it  seems  at  present  intended, 
it  was  my  best  hope  that  a  large  share  of  it  would  be  appro- 
priated towards  the  support  of  what  is  generally  acknow- 
ledged to  be  the  great  strength  of  this  nation ;  that  when 
the  American  ports  were  shut  up,  and  we  had  lost  that 
trade,  we  might  have  secured  the  seamen  out  of  employ, 
by  fitting  out  a  formidable  fleet ;  not  because  I  think  it  will 
prove  useful  on  the  coast  of  America,  but  as  the  best  secu- 
rity against  a  foreign  Power. 

Sir,  talking  of  America,  a  right  honourable  member  said 
there  had  been  a  fault  in  the  Navy  somewhere.  Will  the 
noble  Lord  declare  that  Admiral  Graves  has  ever  received 
positive  orders  that  he  did  not  execute ;  or  have  they  been, 
as  I  have  reason  to  believe  them  from  the  operations  of  the 
fleet,  so  artfully  discretional  that,  if  your  ships  should  be 
wrecked  upon  that  frozen  coast,  or  any  misfortune  attend 
them,  the  blame  may  be  laid  on  the  Admiral,  and  his  repu- 
tation as  an  officer  be  sacrificed  to  shelter  the  wicked  pro- 
ceedings of  these  Ministers  ? 

Sir,  an  honourable  member  told  us,  we  need  not  be  dis- 
pirited with  our  misfortunes  in  America,  for  that  our  fleets 
were  unsuccessful  at  the  beginning  of  the  late  war,  but  after- 
wards proved  victorious.  Sir,  this  is  a  position  similar  to  that 
of  the  naval  economy,  which  1  think  can  hardly  be  marked 
in  above  one  instance,  I  mean  the  loss  of  Minorca.  Where 
else  did  ill  success  await  our  naval  arms  ?  Was  it  in  Eu- 
rope, Asia,  South  or  North  America,  where,  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  we  were  making 
captures  ?  How,  then,  sir,  was  the  ill  success,  misfortunes, 
or  calamities,  that  attended  this  country  in  any  foreign  war  to 
be  compared  to  the  sea  of  trouble  we  are  now  embarked  in, 
but  which,  I  hope  to  God,  may  calm  sooner  than  I  fear  the 
minds  of  those  men  will  do,  who  can  tell  us,  in  a  language 
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that  is  sliocking  to  licar,  thoy  are  riveted  to  coercion  against 
our  fellow-subjects  in  America! 

Lord  Jliticninbroke  said,  his  brother  was  in  such  a  situa- 
tion, that  the  noble  I^ord,  his  father,  had  no  other  means  of 
sending  him. 

Lord  North  said,  the  ships  built  at  the  end  of  the  war 
were  of  green  wood,  which  not  being  so  durable  as  the  sea- 
soned wood,  were  very  bad,  had  lately  jiroved  very  rotten, 
and  that  this  circumstance  had  been  tlie  cause  of  the  great 
expense. 

Sir  J.  G.  Griffin  did  not  get  up  to  oppose  the  number  of 
seamen,  because  he  thought  if  any  operations  were  to  be 
continued  against  the  Americans,  they  ought  to  be  confined 
to  tiiat  service  only.  He  then  declared  that  he  had  hitherto 
supported  Government  on  principles,  without  regard  to  men; 
thinking  it  his  duty,  as  an  honest  man,  so  to  do,  as  long  as 
the  true  interest  of  the  country  appeared  to  be  consulted, 
and  the  publick  affairs  conducted  to  the  credit  or  honour  of 
the  nation.  He  denied  tliat  to  be  the  case  at  present,  and 
called  on  any  of  the  Minister's  best  friends  to  contradict 
him ;  adding,  he  should  ill  deserve  to  sit  there  any  longer, 
if  he  continued  to  afford  his  support  to  men,  the  effects  of 
whose  pernicious  measures  had  reduced  us  to  so  shameful 
a  situation.  He  professed  himself  an  advocate  for  the  su- 
preme legislative  authority  of  this  country  over  its  Colonies  ; 
disclaimed,  however,  on  the  one  hand,  vindicating  the  rash 
and  indiscreet  measure  of  having  taxed  the  Americans,  as 
he  did  on  tlie  other  their  mode  of  resistance.  The  noble 
Lord  [North]  had  in  the  last  session  given  it  as  his  firm 
opinion,  that  the  forces  then  voted,  and  the  other  measures 
the  House  had  adopted,  would  put  an  end  to  all  our  unhap- 
py disputes  with  America,  even  without  a  drop  of  bloodshed  ; 
yet  notwithstanding  we  all  felt  so  seriously  the  grievous 
effects  of  these  ill-advised  measures,  the  noble  Lord,  with 
fatal  experience  against  him,  was  determined  to  seek  our 
total  ruin,  by  persevering  in  the  same  wild  and  extravagant 
system  ;  instead  of  which,  he  added,  a  tender  of  conciliation 
on  terms  suited  to  the  true  spirit  of  the  British  Constitution 
ought  to  be  preferred  and  held  out  to  the  Americans,  which, 
if  found  not  successful,  we  ought  to  relinquish  all  connec- 
tions with  them  :  or  otherwise,  if  practicable,  to  harass  them 
with  your  fleets,  by  interrupting  their  trade,  till  at  length 
they  might  perhaps  be  brought  to  sue  for  protection. 

He  contended  that  measures  of  this  nature  would  save 
the  nation  from  impending  ruin  and  destruction,  which  must 
otherwise  be  attendant  on  the  system  of  coercion  and  con- 
quest ;  that  our  finances  might  thus  be  kept  unimpaired ; 
that  we  should  have  no  occasion  for  foreign  troops,  for  the 
vast  exercise  of  our  Army  establishment,  or  for  calling  forth 
the  Militia,  to  the  prejudice  of  trade  and  of  the  cultivation 
of  our  lands,  and  that  we  should  preserve  to  ourselves  what, 
it  was  to  be  feared,  might  be  too  soon  wanted — ^security  at 
home,  against  foreign  or  domestick  insults ;  and  that,  in  the 
worst  event,  the  loss  of  America  could  never  be  adequate 
to  the  blood  and  treasure  of  which  this  country  giust  be 
exhausted  in  the  endeavour  to  recover  it,  and  to  preserve  it, 
if  in  the  end  victorious. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair. 

Sir  Charles  Whitworth  reported  from  the  Committee, 
That  they  had  come  to  several  Resolutions ;  which  they 
had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the  House  will  please  to 
receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  received  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

Sir  Charles  Whitworth  also  acquainted  the  House,  that 
he  was  directed  by  the  Committee  to  move  that  they  may 
have  leave  to  sit  again. 

Hesohcd,  That  this  House  will,  upon  Friday  morning 
next,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
to  consider  further  of  tJie  Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty. 


Thursday,  November  2,  1775. 
Sir  Charles  Whitworth,  according  to  order,  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  it  was  refer- 
red to  consider  of  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  the 
Resolutions  which  the  Committee  had  directed  him  to  re- 
port to  the  House ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  aftei^ 
wards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  read ;  and  are  as  followeth,  viz : 


Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commlttee,«that 
twenty-eight  thousand  Men  be  employed  for  the  s^service, 
for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
including  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  Marines. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
a  sum  not  exceeding  four  Pounds  per  man  per  month,  be 
allowed,  for  maintaining  the  said  twenty-eight  thousand  Men 
for  thirteen  months,  including  Ordnance  for  sea-service. 

The  said  Resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time, 
were,  upon  the  question  severally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow  morning,  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  consi- 
der of  Ways  and  Means  for  raising  the  Supply  granted  to 
his  Majesty. 


HOUSE    or    COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  November  1,  1775. 

Lord  North  said,  although  his  own  particular  sentiments 
continued  to  be,  that  the  measure  of  sending  part  of  his 
Majesty's  Electoral  Troops  to  form  part  of  the  garrisons  of 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca  was  perfectly  legal  and  constitu- 
tional, under  the  circumstances  in  which  it  was  done,  yet 
as  several  gentlemen  did  not  see  the  matter  in  the  same 
light,  to  whom  he  would  wish  to  give  every  satisfaction  in 
his  power,  he  would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  of  In- 
demnity. His  Lordship  accordingly  moved  for  leave ;  which 
was  granted. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  in- 
demnify such  persons  as  have  advised  his  Majesty  to  send 
to  the  Garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon  a  part  of  the 
Electoral  Troops  of  Hanover,  during  the  recess  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  that  the  Lord  North,  Mr.  Charles  Townshend, 
the  Lord  Beauchamp,  Rlr.  Cornwall,  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  and 
Mr.  Robinson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Friday,  November  3,  1775. 

The  Lord  North  presented  to  the  House,  according  to 
order,  a  I?ill  to  indemnify  such  persons  as  have  advised  his 
Majesty  to  send  to  the  Garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port- 
Mahon  a  part  of  the  Electoral  Troops  of  Hanover,  during 
the  recess  of  Parliament ;  and  the  same  was  received,  and 
read  the  first  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Wednesday,  November  22,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  immediately,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  upon  the  Bill 
to  indemnify  such  persons  as  have  advised  his  Majesty  to 
send  to  the  Garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon  a  part 
of  the  Electoral  Troops  of  Hanover,  during  the  recess  of 
Parliament. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  said  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair. 

Sir  Charles  Whitworth  took  the  chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair. 

Sir  Charles  Whitworth  reported  from  the  Committee, 
that  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  had  directed  him 
to  report  the  same  to  the  House,  without  any  amendment ; 
and  he  delivered  the  Bill  in  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  engrossed: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Bill  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Friday  morning  next,  if  the  said  Bill  shall  be  then  en- 
grossed. 

Friday,  November  24,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  be  now  read. 

And  the  said  Order  being  read  accordingly, 

The  said  Bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Marsham  moved  an  amendment  to  the  preamble  of 
the  bill.  He  observed,  that  the  words,  as  they  stood  at  pre- 
sent, declaring  that  "  doubts  having  arisen  of  the  legality 
of  the  measure,"  were  an  insult  upon  the  good  sense  of  the 
House ;  for  by  what  construction  of  law  or  reason  was  it 
possible  to  presume  a  necessity  of  indemnifying  the  advi- 
sers of  such  measures,  while  the  whole  of  the  offence  impu- 
ted to  the  supposed  offenders  was,  that  the  measure  was 


105 


BILL  TO  INDEMNIFY  THE  MINISTRY. 


106 


substantially  legal,  but  that  doubts  had  arisen  in  some  men's 
minds  relative  to  its  legality  ?  This  was  a  mockery,  he 
contended,  too  gross  to  be  endured.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
for  the  dignity  of  Parliament,  and  the  particular  respect  due 
to  that  House,  that  the  noble  Lord  who  brought  in  the  bill 
[Lord  North]  would  consent  to  amend  the  preamble,  by 
leaving  out  the  words  "  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  ad- 
vising his  Majesty  to  send  such  troops  to  such  garrisons, 
during  the  recess  of  Parliament,  could  be  justified  by  law," 
and  insert,  "  the  introduction  of  the  said  troops  is  not  war- 
ranted by  law,  and  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion," instead  thereof. 

Mr.  Filmer  Honeyivood  seconded  the  motion.  He  in- 
sisted how  dangerous  soever  the  introducing  foreign  troops 
into  the  dominions  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  without 
the  consent  of  Parliament,  might  be,  the  precedent  to  be 
established  by  the  present  bill  would  be  infinitely  more  so ; 
because  it  was  plain  it  could  not  be  intended  to  indemnify 
the  Minister,  but  to  give  the  measure  itself  the  sanction  of 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Ambler  opposed  the  motion.  He  said,  let  the  bill 
pass  as  it  is — it  can  do  no  harm,  for  it  left  the  matter  just  as 
it  found  it ;  but  for  his  part,  he  could  not  possibly  discern 
the  least  occasion  for  a  bill  of  indemnity,  as  where  there 
was  no  crime  committed,  no  indemnification  could  be  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  De  Grey  contended  that  his  Majesty's  advisers  were 
perfectly  justified  in  the  advice  they  had  given ;  that  the 
measure  was  necessary,  and  the  necessity  was  a  full  justi- 
fication of  it.  If  the  amendment  was  pressed,  he  thought 
the  bill  ought  to  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  said,  it  was  plain  beyond  question, 
that  if  his  Majesty,  by  his  royal  prerogative,  could  intro- 
duce foreign  troops  into  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the 
British  Crown,  he  might  introduce  them  in  any  number  he 
pleased,  and  into  every  place  he  thought  proper,  in  time  of 
peace  as  well  as  war.  He  observed,  that  whether  we  con- 
sidered the  law  as  it  stood  anterior  to  the  Revolution,  or  as 
it  was  then  declared,  it  was  evident,  that  even  keeping  a 
standing  army  of  natives  was  contrary  to  law,  much  more 
foreigners,  when  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  was  consi- 
dered. 

Mr.  Morton  affirmed  that  the  measure  was  legal,  because 
it  was  taken  in  a  time  of  war. 

'  Mr.  Moysey  protested  against  the  absurdity  of  declaring 
the  law  doubtfiil  in  a  great  constitutional  point,  and  leaving 
those  doubts  to  imbrangle  posterity.  He  then  entered  into  a 
discussion  of  the  legality  of  the  measure,  which  he  argued 
was  in  direct  violation  of  the  Bill  of  Rights.  He  insisted, 
from  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  it,  that  the  provision 
against  standing  armies  was  co-extensive  with  this  empire, 
and  dwelt  much  upon  the  distinction  between  foreign  war 
and  rebellion. 

The  Solicitor-General,  (Mr.  Wedderbum,)  insisted  upon 
the  distinction  between  garrisons  and  troops  at  large,  and 
alleged  many  passages  in  the  conduct  of  the  Legislature  to 
warrant  such  distinction,  even  in  the  frontier  forts  within  this 
Island.  He  said  the  check  which  Parliament  had  upon 
the  Crown  in  regard  to  the  Army  was,  the  payment  of  the 
troops ;  if  the  measure  in  question  was  fit  and  beneficial  to 
the  publick,  it  should  be  ratified,  though  it  were  against 
law ;  but  if  unfit  and  inexpedient,  should  be  condemned, 
though  the  letter  of  the  law  were  with  it. 

Mr.  Adam  declared  his  opinion  against  the  legality  of  the 
measure. 

Sir  Adam  Fergvsson  insisted,  that  though  this  were  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  time  of  war,  yet  the  calling  in  a  foreign  army 
would  always  have  wanted  an  indemnity ;  that  both  the 
literal  and  substantial  meaning  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  clearly 
imported,  that  no  military  force  whatever  had  a  right  to  be 
kept  on  foot  without  the  consent  of  Parliament.  The  mat- 
ter was,  indeed,  self-evident ;  for  it  fairly  amounted  to  this, 
that  if  either  the  letter  could  be  evaded,  or  the  spirit  ex- 
plained away,  it  would  follow  that  the  law  enacted  nothing, 
and  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  might  keep  any  num- 
ber of  forces  he  pleased  on  foot,  without  the  consent,  nay, 
against  the  declared  sense  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  2\  Totvnshend  said,  the  Minister  came  before  the 
House  in  a  situation  no  Minister  ever  before  ventured.  He 
had  violated  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  had  the  effrontery 
to  come  to  Parliament,  not  to  be  indemnified,  but  to  make 


Parliament  testify  that  he  had  done  nothing  but  what  was 
perfectly  justifiable. 

Mr.  Burke  said  he  had  heard  of  ^ngelick  Parlianienfc, 
healing  Parliaments,  diabolical  Parliaments,  wonder-work- 
ing Parliaments,  but  never  till  now  of  a  doubting  Parlia- 
ment. He  asked,  did  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  those 
of  the  Treasury  bench,  or  the  very  worshipful  corps  calling 
themselves  the  King's  friends,  doubt  ?  Because,  if  they 
did,  he  was  certain  there  was  not  a  single  person  in  the 
House  besides  who  doubted  that  the  measure  was  directly 
against  law,  and  subversive  of  the  Constitution. 

The  Attorney-General,  (Mr.  Thurlow,)  replied  to  Mr. 
Seijeant  Adair,  to  explain  the  doctrine  of  non-resistance 
he  had  in  a  former  occasion  delivered,  in  which-  he  made 
his  doctrine  more  palatable  than  it  was  before. 

Lord  North  concluded  the  debate.  He  treated  the  argu- 
ments on  the  other  side  with  some  pleasantry,  but  did  not 
answer  them ;  and  observed,  that  as  the  gentlemen  on  the 
one  side  were  positive  for  the  legality,  and  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  as  positive  for  the  illegality,  he  thought 
there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  stating  the  law  to  be 
doubtful. 

And  the  question  being  put.  That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  left  out,  stand  part  of  the  Bill ; 


The  House  divided. 


Tellers  for  the  yeas. 
Tellers  for  the  noes,- 
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The  noes  went  forth : 

Sir  Henry  Hoghton,  -  - 
Mr.  De  Grey,  -  -  -  - 
Mr.  Marsham,  -  -  -  - 
Mr.  Filmer  Honeywood,  - 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  do  pass ;  and 

Ordered,  That  Sir  Grey  Cooper  do  cany  the  Bill  to  the 
Lords,  and  desire  tlieir  concurrence. 

•  HOUSE    or    LORDS. 

Monday,  November  27,  177.'i. 

A  Message  was  brought  fix)m  the  House  of  Commons, 
by  Sir  Grey  Cooper  and  others. 

With  a  Bill,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  indemnify  such  persons 
as  have  advised  his  Majesty  to  send  to  the  Garrisons  of  Gi'i- 
raltar  and  Port-Mahon  a  part  of  the  Electoral  Troops  of 
Hanover,  during  the  recess  of  Parliament ;"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  Bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

Tuesday,  NoTember  88,  1775. 

On  a  second  reading  of  the  Bill : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  put  into  a  Committee  upon 
the  said  Bill  to-morrow.         

Wednesday,  November  29,  1775. 

The  House  (according  to  order)  was  adjourned  during 
pleasure,  and  put  into  a  Committee  upon  the  Bill. 

After  some  time  the  House  was  resumed : 

And'  the  Lord  Scarsdale  reported  from  the  Committee, 
"  That  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  directed  him  to 
report  the  same  to  the  House,  without  any  amendment." 

Thursday,  November  SO,  1775. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  third  tinfie. 

It  was  moved,  "That  the  said  Bill  do  pass?" 

The  Marquis  of  Roclcingham  opposed  it  in  very  strong 
terms.  He  observed,  that  it  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the 
stUtute-books,  as  it  held  out  an  indemnity,  while,  in  fact,  it 
asserted  the  persons  indemnified  were  guilty  of  no  offence 
whatever :  on  the  contrary,  it  legalized  the  measure  of  send- 
incr  his  Majesty's  Electoral  troops  into  the  garrisons  of  Gib- 
raltar and  Port-Mahon,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  held  out 
an  indemnification  for  an  offence  against  some  law  exbting 
at  the  time  the  supposed  illegal  act  was  committed. 

•  Viscount  Weymouth  agreed  with  the  noble  Marquis ;  he 
thought  the  bill  totally  unnecessary.  He  was  sure  the 
measure  was,  in  itself,  perfectly  legal  and  justifiable,  and 
offered  to  divide  with  his  Lordship,  if  he  should  think  pro- 
per to  put  the  question  for  rejecting  it. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  could  not  see  any  necessity  for  the 
bill.     Besides,  though  such  a  bill  should  be  looked  upon 
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as  necessar)',  in  its  present  form  lie  could  never  approve  of 
it,  because  the  preamble  was  at  direct  variance  with  ihe 
imacting  clauses ;  that  is,  it  proposed  to  indemnify  such  per- 
sons as  advised  his  Majesty  to  send  his  Electoral  troojis  into 
the  ganisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  while  the  pre- 
amble, which  is  always  taken  as  the  ground  of  the  bill, 
stated,  "that  doubts  having  arisen,"  Sic. 

Earl  Gower  united  in  opinion  with  the  noble  Lords  ;  said 
his  sentiments  from  the  beginning  were  the  same  as  now, 
and  that  he  thought  the  measure  legal  and  constitutional, 
and  had,  accordingly,  advised  it,  in  concert  with  the  rest  of 
his  Majesty's  Ministers ;  and  now,  in  conformity  with  those 
sentiments,  he  should  be  for  rejecting  the  Bill. 

The  question  was  put,  "  VVhether  this  Bill  shall  pass  ?" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Bill  be  rejected. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Friday,  November  3,  1775. 

Sir  James  Lowther  moved  "That  the  introducing  the 
Hanoverian  Tix)ops  into  any  part  of  the  Dominions  be- 
longing to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  without  the  con- 
sent of  Parliament  firet  had  and  obtained,  is  contrary  to 
law." 

The  House  was  moved,  that  so  much  of  his  Majesty's 
most  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  as  re- 
lates to  the  sending  a  part  of  his  Majesty's  Electoral  Troops 
to  the  Garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon,  might  be 
read  ;  and  the  same  was  read  accordingly. 

The  House  was  also  moved,  that  the  Entries  in  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  House,  of  the  18th  day  oi March,  1698 ;  of  the 
Message  from  his  Majesty  to  the  House,  informing  the  House 
that  preparations  were  made  for  transporting  the  Guards  who 
came  with  him  into  England,  unless  the  House  was  disposed 
to  continue  them  in  his  service  any  longer ;  and,  also,  the 
Address  of  this  House  thereupon,  of  the  20th  day  of  the 
same  month, — might  be  read ;  and  the  same  were  read  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  House  was  also  moved,  that  the  Entries  in  the  Jour- 
nals of  this  House  of  the  23d  day  of  March,  1756 ;  of  the 
Message  from  his  Majesty  to  this  House,  informing  the 
House  that  he  had  augmented  his  Sea  and  Land  Forces, 
and  made  a  requisition  of  a  body  o( Hessian  Troops,  upon  re- 
ceiving advice  that  a  design  had  been  formed  by  the  French 
Court  of  invading  Great  Britain  or  Ireland ;  and,  also,  the 
Address  of  this  House  thereupon, — ^might  be  read ;  and  the 
same  were  read  accordingly. 

The  House  was  also  moved,  that  the  Entries  in  the  Jour- 
nals of  this  House,  of  the  19th  day  oi  December,  1745 ;  of 
the  Message  from  his  Majesty  to  this  House,  informing  the 
House  of  his  having  taken  a  body  of  Hessian  Troops  into 
his  service,  upon  receiving  advice  of  an  intended  invasion  ; 
and,  also,  the  Address  of  this  House  thereupon, — might  be 
read  ;  and  the  same  were  read  accordingly. 

Sir  James  Lowther  said,  he  would  not  take  up  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House  in  entering  into  the  great  question  of 
law  which  this  resolution  led  to ;  that,  doubtless,  would  be 
spoken  to  by  more  able  gentlemen  than  himself.  The  mea- 
sure appeared  to  him  to  be  doubly  improper,  both  as  being 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  Bill  of  Rights,  the  Act  of  Set- 
tlement, and  the  established  law  of  the  land  ;  and,  also,  that 
it  is,  at  the  present,  highly  inexpedient,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  dispute  with  America.  Why  are  we,  he  said,  to  have 
recourse  to  foreign  mercenaries,  instead  of  our  own  troops  ? 
Why  place  a  dependance  upon  those  who  cannot  feel  the 
same  call  for  defending  the  liberty  of  this  country,  as  the 
natives  of  it  ?  There  is  no  good  reason  for  this ;  and  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  tmiform  tenour  of  Administration,  in  all 
their  conduct,  we  ought  to  consider  it  as  a  most  dangerous 
weapon,  in  the  worst  hands  which  any  weapon  can  be 
lodged.  But  the  noble  Lord  on  the  other  side  of\he 
House  will  tell  us  that  he  is  the  able  pilot  that  is  to  conduct 
us  into  port.  I  should  be  glad  to  ask  that  able  pilot  what 
are  the  provisions  he  has  made  on  the  continent  ot America, 
for  the  employment  of  those  numerous  forces  to  be  voted  ? 
Where  are  his  transports  and  victuallers  to  go  ?  Where  are 
his  magazines  to  be  formed  ?  What  security  will  he  give 
us  that  they  are  not  to  roll  about  the  Atlantick,  by  way  of  a 
harbour  ?  But  one  question  ought  to  include  a  thousand 
others :    Why  have  we  not  peace  with  a  people,  who,  it  is 


evident,  desire  peace  with  us,  and  who  are  ready  to  submit 
to  the  legislative  authority  of  this  country  ? 

[He  then  read,  as  a  part  of  his  speech,  the  last  Address 
of  the  Congress  to  the  People  of  England.] 

Governour  Johnstone  moved  to  read  that  part  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's Speech  which  says,  "and  I  have,  in  testimony  of 
my  affection  for  my  people,  who  can  have  no  cause  in 
which  I  am  not  equally  interested,  sent  to  the  garrisons  of 
Gibraltar  and  Fort-Mahon  a  part  of  my  Electoral  troops." 
He  then  acquainted  the  House  that  he  rose  to  second  the 
motion  of  his  honourable  friend.  Nothing,  Mr.  Speaker, 
requires  such  watchful  attention,  in  this  admirable  system 
of  Government,  as  the  due  poise  of  the  sword  between  the 
King  and  the  people.  His  Majesty  has  the  entire  command 
of  the  troops  after  they  are  raised  or  introduced  into  his  do- 
minions, that  military  operations  may  be  conducted  with  that 
secrecy  and  despatch  which  is  necessarj'  to  give  them  their 
full  effect;  but  the  people,  on  the  other  hand,  must  be  firet  con- 
sulted on  the  occasion  of  raising  or  introducing  such  troops, 
lest,  under  the  pretence  of  defending  us  against  our  enemies, 
an  overwhelming  force  may  be  turned  against  our  dearest 
rights.  This  rule  I  take  to  be  a  corner-stone  in  the  British 
Constitution,  which,  once  removed,  leaves  eveiy  privilege 
w"e  enjoy  at  the  mercy  of  the  King.  The  words  the  Clerk 
has  just  read,  I  consider  as  the  most  wanton  violation  of 
this  principle,  and  the  most  avowed  declaration  that  it  does 
not  exist  in  the  law  or  spirit  of  our  Government.  It  is  to 
meet  such  dangerous  doctrines,  and  to  vindicate  the  wisdom 
of  our  ancestor,  who  have  not  left  the  rights  and  privileges, 
for  which  they  bled,  on  so  precarious  a  footing,  that  I  now 
presume  to  trouble  the  House.  Nor  does  the  Bill  of  In- 
demnity, laid  on  your  table  by  the  Ministry  so  early  this 
day,  slacken  my  ardour  on  the  occasion.  In  the  preamble 
to  this  bill  it  is  declared  "  that  doubts  have  arisen  "  on  this 
great  constitutional  question.  I  say,  then,  it  is  fit  the  Legis- 
lature should  determine  those  doubts.  If  so  palpable  a  de- 
fect remains  in  this  Government,  let  us  boldly  declare  the 
fact,  and  correct  it  without  delay.  If,  as  I  apprehend,  it  is 
free  from  so  glaring  an  absurdity  as  that  of  supposing  his 
Majesty  can  introduce  any  number  of  foreign  troops  into  his 
dominions  without  the  consent  of  Parliament,  let  us,  with 
equal  willingness,  assert  the  right  of  the  people  throughout 
his  Majesty's  dominions,  and  censure  or  pardon  those  who 
have  offended,  as  their  conduct,  when  duly  considered,  may 
deserve.  But,  in  tenderness  to  them,  do  not  let  this  great 
assembly  forget  what  we  owe  to  our  country;  do  not  let  us 
forget  what  we  owe  to  our  own  dignity  as  legislators,  by 
leaving  so  great  and  essential  a  point  undecided,  merely  in 
compliance  with  the  humours  of  some  gentlemen,  who  want 
to  balance  between  their  former  professions  and  their  present 
conduct. 

It  was  happily  observed  by  a  noble  Earl,  whose  superior 
wisdom  was  so  long  revered  in  this  House,  that  you  might 
intrench  yourself  with  parchment  up  to  the  teeth,  as  de- 
fences against  the  power  of  arms  put  into  the  hands  of 
other  men,  but  the  real  security  consisted  in  never  admit- 
ting of  such  numbers  as  could  effect  any  evil  purpose  ;  for 
wherever  such  power  had  been  entrusted,  distinct  from  the 
guardians  of  liberty,  the  sword  had  always  found  a  passage 
to  the  vitals  of  the  Constitution.  This  principle  ever  <li- 
rected  our  peace  establishments  till  the  reign  of  his  present 
Majesty.  This  had  governed  the  conduct  of  our  ancestors 
till  this  hour.  This  jealousy  is  evident  in  every  clause  of 
die  Mutiny  Bill,  whereby  a  military  establishment  is  inter- 
woven into  our  Government.  But  in  case  this  prudent, 
generous  jealousy  is  commendable  against  our  own  country- 
men and  fellow-citizens,  when  they  become  soldiers — they 
who  have  equal  privileges  to  lose  and  to  defend — they  who 
have  all  the  ties  of  friendship,  relation,  and  education,  to  re- 
strain them  from  destroying  the  liberties  of  their  country — 
how  much  more  watchful  and  attentive  ought  we  to  be, 
when  this  intoxicating  power  is  delivered  up  to  foreign  mer- 
cenaries, who  have  no  object  but  the  pleasure  of  a  Prince ; 
who  have  been  accustomed  to  consider  the  rights  of  a  free- 
man as  an  insult  on  their  profession  ?  Shall  neither  argu- 
ment nor  experience  stop  this  House  in  the  madness  of  her 
American  career  ?  Must  every  principle  of  our  Govern- 
ment be  dissolved  in  the  contest?  Shall  the  first  barriers  of 
our  freedom  be  levelled  with  the  dust,  to  favour  our  Minis- 
ters in  their  absurd  management  ?  Shall  we  despise  the  his- 
tory of  all  those  nations,  from  Carthage  downwards,  who 
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have  lost  their  liberty  by  employing  foreign  troops,  and  recur 
to  those  weak,  silly  arguments  which  have  always  been  used 
as  the  reason  for  first  introducing  them  ?  How  different  is 
the  spirit  which  prevails  now,  to  that  which  inspired  our 
ancestors  after  the  Revolution  ?  That  the  House  may  judge 
on  this  point,  I  desire  the  Message  from  King  William,  of 
the  ISih  of  March,  1698,  and  the  Answer  of  the  Commons 
of  England,  may  be  read. 

The  same  was  read  accordingly.* 

Here  you  find  a  King,  to  whom  the  very  Parliament  he 
addressed  owed  the  freedom  of  their  resolves,  supplicating, 
with  a  degree  of  eagerness,  humility,  and  affection,  that 
might  have  melted  a  Roman  father,  in  behalf  of  troops  who 
had  been  active  in  his  service ;  who  had  been  the  compa- 
nions of  all  his  glory,  and  all  his  toils,  whose  numbers  could 
be  no  object  of  jealousy ;  but  those  real  patriots  knew  the 
nature  of  courtly  precedents,  and  they  saw  the  consequences 
of  this.  They  refused  the  comn^on  formality  of  appointing 
a  day  to  take  his  Majesty's  message  into  consideration  ;  they 
waived  those  trifling  respects,  when  the  Constitution  of  their 
country  was  at  stake ;  they  instantly  named  a  committee 
to  draw  up  an  answer,  and  the  House  most  solemnly  and 
truly  declared,  as  you  have  heard,  "  that  they  could  not 
consent  to  his  Majesty's  request,  without  doing  violence  to 
that  Constitution  his  Majesty  came  over  to  preserve."  While 
I  commend  this  glorious  spirit  in  our  forefathers,  I  hope 
there  is  no  person  who  hears  me,  that  can  believe  it  springs 
from  any  of  those  ignoble  prejudices,  which  sometimes  pre- 
vail against  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries.  Singly  and 
individually,  I  believe  a  Frenchman  as  good  as  an  English- 
man, and  a  Spaniard  equal  to  either,  if  they  are  protected 
by  a  free  Government.  All  I  maintain  is,  that  their  mis- 
fortune having  placed  them  under  despotick  Governments, 
they  are  more  fit  to  destroy,  and  not  so  fit  to  preserve,  the 
privileges  of  freemen ;  that  the  happy  predilection  every 
man  feels  for  his  native  soil  is  a  principle  established  by 
God,  and  ought  to  be  strictly  attended  to  by  statesmen  in 
the  formation  of  armies,  and  that  no  intelligent  statesman 
ever  despised  this  natural  affection,  or  would  wish  to  have 
recourse  to  foreigners  in  the  wanton  degree  the  instance 
before  us  exhibits.  It  is  said,  we  have  plenty  of  money, 
but  are  scarce  of  men.  If  money  is  so  plenty,  it  were  well 
to  consider  from  whence  this  superabundance  comes,  before 
we  kill  the  hen  that  lays  the  golden  egg.  It  Is  strange,  in 
one  breath  to  declare  our  plenty,  and  in  the  next  to  plead 
our  poverty,  as  a  reason  for  altering  our  ancient  system  of 
Colony  government,  to  get  money  to  support  us  1  As  to 
the  scarcity  of  men,  I  maintain,  if  any  country  wants  men 

•  Journals  of  the  House,  I8th  March,  1698. 

The  Earl  of  Ranelagh  acquainted  the  House  that  he  had,  in  command 
from  his  Majesty,  a  Message  to  deliver  to  this  House,  signed  by  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  all  of  his  own  handwriting :  which  the  said  Earl  delivered  in  to 
Mr.  Speaker,  who  read  the  same  to  the  House,  and  is  as  followeth,  viz: 

"WllllAM    R. 

"  His  Majesty  is  pleased  to  let  the  House  Isnow  that  the  necessary  pre- 
parations are  made  for  transporting  the  guards,  who  came  with  him  into 
England ;  and  that  he  intends  to  send  them  away  immediately,  unless, 
out  of  consideration  to  him,  the  House  be  disposed  to  find  a  way  for 
continuing  them  longer  in  his  service,  which  his  Majesty  would  take 
very  kindly." 

Upon  which,  a  question  being  proposed  that  a  day  be  appointed  to 
consider  of  his  Majesty's  said  Message,  the  question  was  put,  that  that 
question  be  now  put;  and  it  passed  in  tlie  negative. 

20M  of  Maiich,  1698.  The  Lord  J>torris  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  on  Saturday  last  to  draw  up  an  humble  Address  to  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  tliey  had  drawn  up  an  Address  accord- 
ingly, whicli  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  read,  and  is  as  followeth : 

"  Most  Gracious  Soveiieigs  :  We, your  Majesty's  mnst^dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled,  do, 
with  unfeigned  zeal  to  your  Majesty's  person  and  Government,  (which 
God  long  preserve,)  most  humbly  represent : 

"  That  the  passage  of  the  late  act  for  disbanding  the  Army  gave  great 
satisfaction  to  your  subjects ;  and  the  punctual  execution  thereof  will 
prevent  all  occasion  of  distrust  or  jealousy  between  your  Majesty  and 
your  people. 

"  It  is,  sir,  to  your  loyal  Commons  an  unspeakable  grief,  that  anything 
should  be  asked  by  your  Majesty's  message  to  which  they  cannot  con- 
sent, without  doing  violence  to  that  Constitution  your  Majesty  came 
over  to  restore  and  preserve,  and  did  at  that  time,  in  your  gracious  de- 
claration, promise  that  all  those  foreign  forces  which  came  over  with  you 
should  be  sent  back.  In  duty,  therefore,  to  your  Majesty,  and  to  discharge 
the  trust  reposed  in  us,  we  crave  leave  to  lay  before  you,  that  nothing 
conduceth  more  to  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  this  kingdom  than  an 
entire  confidence  between  your  Majesty  and  your  people ;  which  can 
no  way  be  so  firmly  established  as  by  entrusting  your  sacred  person 
with  your  own  subjects,  who  have  so  eminently  signalized  themselves 
on  all  occasions  during  the  late  long  and  expensive  war." 


for  its  necessary  purposes,  there  are  some  defects  in  the  sy?- 
teiTi  of  Government.  Every  country,  under  a  good  Govern- 
ment, will  breed  up  to  the  numbers  wanted,  and  the  means 
of  subsistence.  If  population  falls  off,  there  is  some  radical 
defect.  I  perceive  some  gentlemen  seem  to  laugh  at  this  doc- 
trine— I  laugh  at  their  ignorance.  Will  any  man  allege  there 
is  no  radical  defect  in  our  Government,  where  by  impolitick 
impositions  in  your  revenue  laws,  one  thousand  men  are 
annually  lost  to  the  kingdom,  and  four  thousand  are  tempted 
to  work  against  its  interest ;  three  thousand  are  annually 
lost  in  jail,  or  as  fugitives  driven  abroad  by  the  severity  of 
your  laws  respecting  private  debts ;  one  thousand  by  crimi- 
nal punishinents  ;  one  thousand  soldiers  die  annually  out  of 
the  course  of  nature,  by  the  manner  of  shifting  our  troops 
from  station  to  station,  to  pick  up  the  diseases  of  all  cli- 
mates ;  some  millions  are  lost,  to  national  defence,  by  the 
oppressive  laws  about  religion  in  Ireland  1  Is  it  possible  to 
consider  these  facts,  and  assert  there  is  no  defect  in  the 
Government  under  which  they  happen?  The  introduction 
of  foreigners  by  bills  of  naturalization,  or  stretches  of  prero- 
gative, to  remedy  such  waste,  can  only  render  the  disease 
more  incurable.  Administration  place  this  war  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  dignity  of  the  nation ;  for  they  acknowledge 
no  other  profit,  or  advantage,  can  be  reaped  from  it  in  the 
end.  But  is  there  ajiy  step  that  can  reduce  the  reputation 
of  this  country  so  low  as  that  of  depending  on  the  Electo- 
rate oi  Hanover  for  the  interior  government  of  its  own  sub- 
jects? What  a  confession  at  the  outset  in  this  business, 
that  Great  Britain  is  unequal  to  the  contest !  How  are 
the  mighty  fallen  since  the  peace  of  1763  !  What  a  spec- 
tacle for  Europe !  Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  force  of 
the  empire  is  really  so  diminished,  or  must  we  impute  it  to 
the  injustice  of  the  cause,  and  the  madness  of  our  rulers, 
who,  without  exterior  cause,  have  rent  the  empire  asunder 
in  so  deplorable  a  degree  ?  So  far  I  have  reasoned  on  the 
bad  policy  of  this  measure,  supposing  it  had  been  permitted 
by  the  law  of  the  Constitution.  I  shall  now  consider  it  upon 
the  spirit,  and  then  upon  the  letter  of  the  law. 

The  spirit  of  the  Constitution  is  fully  declared  by  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  and  annually  by  the  Mutiny  Bill :  "  That  the 
raising,  or  keeping  up  a  standing  army,  within  the  kingdom, 
unless  it  be  with  the  consent  of  Parliament,  is  against  law." 
Is  there  any  man  so  narrowed  in  his  ideas  of  Government 
as  to  think,  in  a  sentence  declaratory  of  the  first  essential 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  that  the  words  "  within  the 
kingdom,"  meant  merely  the  territory  oi England?  The 
Bill  of  Rights  is  not  an  enacting  law,  but  declaratory  of  the 
old  rights  of  the  subject  by  the  common  law :  in  this  case 
we  must  look  for  the  principle  that  governs  the  rule ;  wherever 
this  principle  extends,  the  law  applies.  The  principle  is 
plain,  that  the  King  may  never  be  able  to  assemble  any 
military  forces  for  unjustifiable  purposes,  so  as  to  overawe 
the  Parliament  to  enact,  or  the  people  to  acquiesce,  in  mea- 
sures which  may  be  destructive  of  their  freedom.  Let  us 
try  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  friends  of  Admi- 
nistration by  this  rule :  to  what  purpose  prohibit  the  King 
from  exercising  this  power  in  England,  if  he  can  raise  or 
introduce  into  Ireland  or  Guernsey,  or  the  Plantations,  what- 
ever number  of  armed  men  he  pleases  ?  The  reasoning  is 
so  weak  and  absurd,  that  I  am  well  informed  the  first  law 
officer  of  the  kingdom  has  abandoned  it  in  another  assem- 
bly ;  besides,  if  this  doctrine  takes  place,  what  security  have 
the  people  in  the  Colonies  for  any  of  their  privileges,  if  his 
Majesty  can  order  what  number  of  forces  he  pleases  into 
the  different  Colonies,  without  the  consent  of  Pariiament  ? 
How  does  this  accord  with  the  doctrine  of  virtual  represen- 
tation ?  If  their  members  here  have  no  vote  in  the  most 
material  of  all  other  concerns  in  a  free  state,  the  power  of 
the  sword,  the  feeble  protection  from  withholding  their  pay 
and  subsistence  is  of  little  avail :  the  Elector  of  Hanover 
may  pay  them  ;  men  in  arms  will  ever  find  money  for  them- 
selves. Nor  can  there  be  any  reason  alleged  for  resigning 
this  power  to  the  Crown  :  foreigners  never  can  be  employed 
without  leaving,  sufficient  time  for  calling  the  Parliament ; 
whenever  it  is  necessary  to  employ  them,  the  occasion  must 
be  so  momentous  as  to  demand  the  advice  of  the  great 
council  of  the  nation.  To  allege,  as  in  the  present  case, 
that  the  members  of  this  House  would  rather  subinit  tha.t 
the  Crown  should  jwssess  the  power  of  butchering  half  the 
inhabitants  of  the  empire,  than  be  disturbed  in  their  diversion 
of  killing  a  partridge,  is  the  severest  satire  that  could  be 
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pronounced  upon  us.  It  may  bo  true  of  the  majority.  But 
in  that  case  1  ask,  if  tliere  can  be  so  strong  a  proof  of  a 
declining  empire  ?  1  ask,  if  such  dispositions  prevail,  if  the 
people  of  America  have  not  just  grounds  of  jealousy  against 
submitting  the  protection  of  their  dearest  rights  to  such 
guardians?  I  maintain  there  was  full  and  sufficient  time, 
without  retarding  the  measures,  to  call  the  Parliament ;  the 
transports,  wilii  the  Hanoverians,  are  not  even  yet  sailed 
from  Stade.  Tlie  manner  of  mentioning  the  fiict  in  the 
Kind's  Speech  (more  as  a  piece  of  news  than  as  a  measure 
on  which  we  could  deliberate)  sufficiently  shows  that  the 
prerogative  of  sending  foreign  troops  to  every  part  of  his 
Majesty's  dominions  beyond  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
is  claimed  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers  as  an  undoubted  power 
in  the  Crown.  And  though  the  Bill  of  Indemnity  now 
introduced  shows  they  are  under  much  difficulty  in  main- 
taining this  doctrine  by  argument,  yet  every  man  of  sense 
must  see  this  business  is  merely  to  amuse  the  country  gen- 
tlemen, that  they  might  retire  with  decency  on  this  day ; 
for  I  defy  them,  under  all  the  shifts  of  Parliamentary  doub- 
lings, to  negative  this  motion,  consistent  with  their  former 
principles. 

Another  objection  to  this  measure  occurs  very  strongly 
to  me.  His  Majesty  has  declared,  that  any  treaty  which 
may  be  made  for  the  employment  of  fgreign  assistance,  shall 
be  laid  before  the  House.  Now  I  maintain,  some  treaty  for 
mutual  contract  (which  is  here  the  same  thing)  must  have 
been  made  with  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  and  registered  in 
his  council,  for  the  employing  those  troops.  They  are  corps 
as  distinct  from  the  troops  of  this  country  as  the  Russians. 
His  Majesty  and  the  Elector  of  Hanover  are,  in  tlieir  poli- 
tical capacity,  as  distinct  as  the  Empress  and  the  King  of 
Great  Britain.  Does  any  one  suppose  so  perfect  a  despo- 
tism prevails  in  Hanover,  that  the  Elector  has  ordered  the 
troops  of  that  State  without  some  formal  capitulation  ?  If 
there  has  been  a  capitulation,  we  have  a  right  to  see  it. 
The  Ministers  have  engaged  his  Majesty's  word,  that  every 
treaty  for  that  purpose  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  in  case 
it  is  withheld,  or  denied,  tiiey  are  responsible  for  the  breach 
of  so  sacred  a  declaration.  But  after  sporting  with  the 
Royal  proclamation,  under  all  the  seals  and  solemnities  of 
the  State,  in  the  Quebeck  Bill ;  after  despising  charters  of 
Government  granted  by  his  Majesty's  predecessors,  and  ac- 
quiesced under  for  hundreds  of  years,  as  the  proper  execu- 
tive form  of  binding  the  nation,  I  am  not  surprised  they 
mock  and  ridicule  a  speech  to  Parliament  of  tlieir  own 
drawing. 

I  come  now  to  consider  the  letter  of  the  law.  The  Act 
of  Settlement,  12  William  III,  c.  2,  enacts,  "  that  no  person 
born  out  of  the  kingdoms  of  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland, 
or  the  dominions  thereto  belonging,  (although  he  be  natu- 
ralized, or  made  a  denizen,)  except  such  as  are  born  of  £n^- 
Hsh  parents,  shall  be  capable  to  enjoy  any  office  or  place 
of  trust,  civil  or  military."  Now,  I  ask  if  possession  of  the 
fortress  of  Gibraltar  or  Port-Mahon  is  not  a  great  military 
trust?  I  ask  if  the  King  could  commit  this  trust  to  the 
officers  of  Spain  or  France  1  I  desire  to  know  where  the 
distinction  in  point  of  law  is  to  be  found,  which  renders  it 
more  legal  to  commit  those  great  national  bulwarks  to  Ha- 
noverians than  Spaniards  1  The  Ministry,  under  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  by  advice  of  the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
had  made  the  same  mistake  as  to  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown  in  a  capitulation  they  had  made  with  Colonel,  now 
General  Prcvost,  for  employing  foreignere  in  America,  with- 
out the  previous  consent  of  Parliament.  I  heard  Mr.  Fitt, 
in  his  place,  tell  the  then  Ministers,  if  they  should  dare  to 
employ  such  troops,  he  should  consider  the  Act  of  Settle- 
ment as  broken,  and  that  he  would  impeach  the  advisers  of 
such  illegal  measures  ;  this  was  at  the  commencement  of  a 
war  with  France,  yet  no  apprehension  of  danger  could  in- 
duce that  great  man  to  yield  any  constitutional  point  to  the 
expediency  of  the  moment,  which  might  establish  a  prece- 
dent that  might  ruin  his  country.  These  Ministers,  though 
in  possession  of  full  as  great  a  majority  as  generally  follow 
the  voice  of  the  noble  Lord  in  my  eye,  were  too  wise  to 
persevere.  They  brought  in  the  Act  of  the  29  Geo.  II,  c. 
5,  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  grant  commissions  to  foreign 
Protestants  in  America,  only  with  the  several  limitations  in 
the  bill,  which  every  officer  knows.  If  his  Maj&sty  had 
possessed  the  power  of  employing  foreign  troops,  where  was 
the  necessity  of  such  a  bill  ?     The  distinction  that  b  taken 


by  the  noble  Lord  in  the  War  Department,  is  trifling  to  the 
last  degree.  He  says  the  difference  is  obvious,  because  in 
the  one  ciise  they  hold  commissions  from  the  King ;  in  the 
other  from  the  Elector  of  Hanover.  Are  they  less  to  be 
feared  because  they  do  not  hold  their  commissions  from 
the  State  ?  ."Vre  they  not  equally  under  the  order  of  his 
Majesty,  when  they  enter  his  dominions  ?  The  law  does 
not  say  they  shall  not  hold  any  commissions,  but  any 
office,  "or  place  of  trust,"  civil  or  military.  Our  ancestors 
did  not  guard  against  the  shadow,  and  submit  to  the  pres- 
sure of  the  substance.  What  further  confirms  me  in  this 
opinion  is,  the  words  of  the  Mutiny  Bill.  It  declares,  as  a 
principle  in  the  Constitution,  "  that  no  man  can  be  fore- 
judged of  life  or  limb,  or  suffer  any  punishment,  but  by  the 
judgment  of  his  peers."  It  makes  the  exception  as  to  the 
army  to  be  employed  under  that  bill.  Gibraltar  and  Mi- 
norca are  expressly  mentioned  as  places  within  the  purview 
of  the  act.  Every  one  is.  now  convinced,  from  the  case  of 
Fabrigas,  after  all  the  chicane  to  avoid  the  decision,  that 
subjects  in  Gibraltar  or  Minorca  are  equally  liable  to  the 
protection  of  the  common  law  against  oppressions,  as  in 
other  parts  of  his  Majesty's  dominions.  The  Mutiny  Act 
declares,  as  the  only  authority  under  which  Courts-Martial 
can  be  held,  "That  his  Majesty  may  grant  his  warrant 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  or  other  chief  Govemour 
or  Governours  there  for  the  time  being,  or  the  Govemour 
or  Govemoure  of  Minorca,  Gibraltar,  and  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's dominions  beyond  the  seas  respectively,  or  the  per- 
son or  persons  there  commanding,  in  cliief,  his  Majesty's 
forces,  from  time  to  time,  to  appoint  Courts-Martial  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  other  places  and  dominions  respec- 
tively: in  which  Courts-Martial,  all  the  offences  above- 
mentioned,  and  all  other  offences  hereinafter  specified,  shall 
be  tried  and  proceeded  against  in  such  manner  as  by  this 
act  shall  be  hereafter  directed."  The  subsequent  part  of 
the  act  declares,  "  That  every  member,  assisting  at  such 
trial,  before  any  proceedings  can  be  had  thereupon,  shall 
swear  that  he  will  administer  justice  according  to  the  rules 
and  articles  for  the  better  government  of  his  Majesty's 
forces,  and  according  to  the  act  of  Parliament  now  in  force 
for  the  punishment  of  mutiny  and  desertion,  and  other  crimes 
therein  mentioned."  All  these  regulations  it  is  impossible 
for  any  Hanoverian  officer  to  comply  with.  Men  who  will 
not  carry  their  ideas  on  the  spot ;  who  will  not  attend  to 
the  precision  of  criminal  proceedings  by  the  English  law, 
which  leaves  nothing  to  discretion,  find  no  difficulty  in  any- 
thing. "  Do  the  best  you  can,"  solves  every  difficulty,  and 
forms  every  instruction  from  them.  But  to  men  of  more 
accurate  discernment,  I  will  ask  a  few  questions:  Can  any 
Court-Martial  be  held  in  Minorca,  or  Gibraltar,  without 
warrant  from  the  Govemour?  Can  his  warrant  order  any 
Court-Martial,  otherwise  than  as  described  by  the  Mutiny 
Bill  ?  Can  German  officers,  without  knowing  our  language, 
swear  they  will  administer  justice  according  to  a  law  they 
do  not  understand?  In  case  the  sentence  is  death,  who  is 
to  approve  such  sentence,  or  who  is  to  sign  the  warrant  to 
execute  ?  If  it  is  alleged  the  Hanoveriam  carry  their  own 
military  law  with  them  into  our  dominions,  I  shall  put  a 
case :  Suppose  a  Hanoverian,  punished  by  Hanoverian  law 
in  Minorca,  should  bring  his  action  for  damages  against  the 
Govemour,  or,  in  case  of  punishment  by  death,  an  indict- 
ment is  found,  would  such  a  plea  in  justification,  that  it  was 
done  according  to  the  law  of  Hanover,  be  allowed  ?  I 
maintain  that  it  would  not.  I  assert  the  moment  any  man 
enters  into  the  dominions  of  the  Crown  of  Britain,  he  owes 
a  local  allegiance,  and  is  liable  to  the  punishments  and  the 
protection  of  the  laws  of  this  realm  only,  and  that  no  foreign 
potentate  hath,  or  can  exercise,  any  jurisdiction,  ecclesiasti- 
cal, civil,  or  military,  within  the  same.  If  these  positions 
are  true,  I  demand,  then,  under  what  law  are  the  Hanoveri- 
ans to  be  tried  ?  If  they  can  neither  be  tried  by  our  mar- 
tial law,  or  their  own,  I  ask,  in  what  state  of  security  are 
those  garrisons  left,  when  entrusted  to  men  under  no  regu- 
lar martial  discipline  ?  All  these  things  prove  not  only  the 
necessity  of  the  previous  consent  of  Parliament,  before 
foreign  troops  can  be  introduced  into  the  King's  dominions, 
but  the  necessity  of  an  act  of  Parliament  to  accommodate 
the  law  to  their  situation.  Some  men,  from  approving  the 
measure,  may  think  this  opposition  springs  from  captious 
motives :  I  think  I  have  said  enough,  and  quoted  respect- 
able authority  sufficient,  to  vindicate  the  movers  from  such 
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reproach.  Numbers  in  this  House,  conceiving  tliemselves 
happy  under  various  lucrative  employments  and  bounties 
from  the  Crown,  do  not  perceive  the  progressive  steps  the 
prerogative  is  making.  Besides  the  daily  increase  of  influ- 
ence by  additional  places  and  pensions,  when  I  consider  the 
weight  thrown  into  that  preponderating  scale  by  the  Royal 
Marriage  Bill ;  the  violent  attempt  to  raise  money  on  the 
subject  by  proclamation,  in  the  case  of  the  4^  per  cent, 
which  was  at  last  condemned  in  the  courts  of  law,  notwith- 
standing every  obstmction  that  could  be  devised  :  the  great, 
inordinate  and  iniquitous  power  given  to  the  Crown  by  a 
violation  of  alt  the  rights  of  the  membei-s  of  the  East-India 
Company ;  the  further  breaches  in  the  old  foim  of  Govern- 
ment, by  the  unusual  powers  yielded  to  his  Majesty  by  the 
Qtiebeck  Act  and  Boston  Port  Bill ;  I  say,  when  I  consi- 
der these  strides,  since  the  short  period  of  his  Majesty's 
accession ;  the  great  increase  of  our  peace  establishment  in 
the  fleet  and  army,  1  cannot  help  expressing  the  alarms  I 
feel,  that  a  despotick  Government  is  actually  intended  ;  that 
the  proceedings  in  America  are  only  the  forerunner  of  what 
is  preparing  for  ourselves  at  home  ;  and  that  nothing  can  en- 
sure the  success  of  those  schemes  so  effectually,  as  establish- 
ing the  principle  which  is  now  contended  for,  that  the  King 
may  overawe  us  with  foreign  troops,  if  we  are  not  disposed 
to  receive  the  chains  that  his  Ministers  are  forging  for  us. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  beg  leave  to  say  a  word  or  two  on 
the  subject  of  the  different  addresses  to  the  Crown,  which 
have  been  so  often  mentioned  in  this  House,  and  given  to 
the  publick  with  such  affected  parade  in  the  Gazette,  even 
descending  to  the  meanest  Scotch  Burgh,  while  petitions 
from  the  first  Counties  in  England  have  been  denied  that 
honour ;  making  the  Gazette,  which  should  be  a  paper  of 
authentick  intelligence,  a  vehicle  of  false  information,  more 
shameless  than  that  oiBruxellcs  during  the  last  war.  First, 
it  is  asserted,  to  inflame  the  nation,  that  the  Provincials  had 
exercised  great  cruelties,  and  had  scalped  our  soldiers. 
This  I  assert  to  be  a  notorious  falsehood  ;  that  one  man 
who  was  killed  was  afterwards  scalped  at  Concord,  I  be- 
lieve to  be  true ;  but  the  treatment  given  to  the  King's 
troops  in  general,  who  were  then  made  prisoners,  was  hu- 
mane and  generous.  Another  false  fact,  asserted  in  the 
Gazette,  was,  that  Mr.  Sayer  had  been  taken  up  for  high- 
treason.  The  story  of  a  scheme  to  seize  his  Majesty's  per- 
son when  going  to  the  Parliament  House,  was  circulated 
with  the  utmost  industry ;  but  when  the  warrant  was  pro- 
duced before  a  Judge,  not  remarkable  for  leaning  to  the 
cause  of  liberty,  it  appeared  the  commitment  was  for  trea- 
sonable practices ;  and  the  whole  story  appeared  so  futile 
and  ridiculous,  that  this  Magistrate  showed  his  utmost  con- 
tempt of  the  whole  pi-oceeding.  Yet  these  truths  never 
reach  the  country  :  men  read  of  the  cruelty  of  the  Ameri- 
cans abroad,  and  the  indignant  treason  of  their  abetters  at 
home;  what  good  subject,  under  such  belief,  would  not 
offer  his  life  and  fortune  in  defence  of  his  Majesty's  person.? 
If  I  could  have  believed  any  design  against  his  Majesty,  I 
should  have  been  among  the  foremost  to  offer  my  life  in  his 
service.  Knowing  the  whole  to  be  a  wicked  contrivance  of 
the  Ministers  to  deceive  the  King  and  delude  his  people, 
my  indignation  turns  against  the  contrivers  of  such  shameful 
plots.  What  can  be  said  in  vindication  of  such  proceed- 
ings ?  Is  the  protection  of  the  pei-sonal  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject no  part  of  the  business  of  this  House  ?  The  President 
Montesquieu  says,  that  the  spirit  of  liberty  sees  with  the 
eye  of  a  jealous  mother  the  injury  that  is  done  to  every  in- 
dividual. What  man  is  safe  under  such  machinations?  The 
Ministerial  paragraphs  in  the  newspapers  had  long  teemed 
with  accounts  of  intercepted  letters.  At  length  a  contri- 
vance is  devised  to  search  the  private  papers  of  a  suspected 
individual.  Will  the  advisers  of  those  measures  tell  us  what 
they  have  now  found,  or  formerly  possessed  ?  Will  they 
produce  some  of  this  intercepted  correspondence,  that  the 
world  may  judge  between  us  ?  Let  us  see  upon  what  ground 
bail  was  denied  to  this  oppressed  gendeman.  Why  he 
was  sent  close  prisoner  to  the  Tower.  Why  his  counsel 
was  denied  admittance.  If  there  are  no  grounds  for  such 
cruel  severity,  mankind  must  perceive  the  motive  for  propa- 
gating such  falsities.  The  tide  of  addressing  may  turn, 
when  the  people  see  how  grossly  they  have  been  imposed 
on  by  false  accounts  and  false  intelligence  from  every  quar- 
ter ;  when  they  find  that  all  true  information  has  been  pur- 
posely denied  at  home  and  abroad.     I  say,  when  the  people 
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become  sensible  of  those  truths,  their  vengeance  may  recoil 
with  redoubled  fury.  Richard  Cromwell  and  James  the 
Sf^cond  had  their  coffers  filled  with  addresses  three  or  four 
months  before  they  were  dispossessed  of  all  authority.  These 
should  be  examples  what  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on 
empty  words.  The  good  sense  of  this  country  is  often  de- 
ceived at  first,  but  they  generally  return  to  the  principles  of 
freedom  at  last.  The  American  contest  is  complicated  in 
its  nature ;  it  demands  much  information,  and  a  process  of 
reasoning,  on  the  great  ])rinciples  of  society,  to  understand 
the  subject.  Every  art  is  used  to  mislead  and  misrepresent, 
by  men  reaping  the  harvest  of  our  troubles.  When  the 
nation  shall  feel  the  great  loss,  and  the  minous  expense  at- 
tending the  measures  of  Administration  ;  when  America  is 
lost,  I  am  in  no  doubt  they  will  investigate  the  subject,  and 
call  those  to  severe  account  who  are  leading  them  hood- 
winked in  this  wild  career,  which  cannot  be  justified  on  any 
of  those  principles  of  liberty,  or  sound  policy,  by  which  the 
fame  of  this  country  has  been  renowned  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth  ;  by  which  it  has  hitherto  invigorated  every  part 
of  its  dominions  throughout  the  globe ;  by  which  it  has  raised, 
and  by  which  alone  it  can  maintain  this  mighty  empire. 

Mr.  M^alter  Stanhope,  in  support  of  the  motion,  recapitu- 
lated what  he  called  the  errors  and  blunders  of  Administra- 
tion ;  and  prophesied  the  worst  consequences  if  the  affairs  of 
this  country  were  permitted  to  remain  much  longer  in  the 
hands  of  the  present  Ministers. 

Lord  Barrington.  Upon  this  question,  I  shall,  from  the 
attention  which  I  have  given  the  subject,  from  being  in 
office,  endeavour. to  show  the  House  wherein  I  think  the 
present  motion  is  against  truth ;  and  that  there  is  nothing 
illegal  in  the  present  case.  The  Bill  of  Rights  declares, 
that  to  introduce  foreign  troops  within  the  kingdom  in  time 
of  peace,  and  without  the  consent  of  Parliament,  is  illegal ; 
and  that  declaration  I  take  to  be  founded  upon  the  common 
law  of  the  land ;  but  I  think  it  has,  as  the  bill  expresses  it, 
reference  only  to  the  kingdom  itself,  and  not  to  the  depen- 
dencies of  it,  of  which  our  history  will  give  us  the  clearest 
proof.  Go  so  far  back  as  the  case  of  Calais :  there  was  a 
garrison  kept  in  that  fortress  regularly,  without  any  consent 
of  Parliament,  or  without  its  ever  coming  before  Parlia- 
ment. Then  there  were  Dunkirk  and  Tangier,  the  garri- 
sons of  which  were  kept  up  without  having  the  least  recourse 
to  Parliament ;  nor  was  it  ever  dreamed  of,  that  the  sove- 
reigns of  this  country  were  acting  illegally  in  keeping  up  such 
garrisons.  As  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  it  is  justi- 
fiable, because  foreign  troops  are  easier  and  readier  to  be 
had,  and,  at  the  same  time,  cheaper  than  our  own  troops. 
I  know  fi-om  the  experience  of  last  year's  recruiting,  that  it 
would  have  been  difficult  to  have  procured  new  levies  in 
that  time.  He  declared  the  measure  to  be  legal,  and  said 
he  should  pity  and  contemn  the  Minister  who  should  ask  for 
a  bill  of  indemnity.  For  his  part  he  wanted  none,  though  he 
had  had  a  principal  share  in  advising  the  measure. 

Mr.  T.  Tovmshend.  The  dangers  that  must  arise  from 
the  introduction  of  foreign  troops  into  the  dependencies  of 
the  realm,  if  not  illegal,  might  be  very  great ;  for  it  might 
easily  be  in  the  power  of  an  ill-designing  Prince  to  fill  all 
the  exterior  parts  of  the  dominions  with  foreign  mercenaries, 
and  take  oppCirtunities  to  make  them  the  means  of  overturn- 
ing the  Constitution.  No  man  should  forget  the  natural 
tendency  of  standing  foreign  troops ;  they  cannot  esteem 
your  laws ;  they  know  not  your  Constitution  ;  they  cannot 
respect  it.  Recollect  the  case  of  the  Hanoverian  soldier  at 
Maidstone,  where  the  commanding  officer  told  the  civil 
officer,  "Release  the  man,  or  I  have  eight  thousand  men 
here,  and  I  will  beat  down  your  jail,  and  take  him  by  force." 
Sir,  that  will  be  the  language  of  commanders  of  foreign 
troops.  They  know  not  the  laws,  they  cannot  respect  them. 
Disputes  will  arise  in  quarters,  and  they  must  be  terminated 
in  this  manner.  But  let  us  turn  our  eyes  to  the  other  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  and  see  what  miserable  work  the  soldierj- 
have  made.  Sir,  they  have  overturned  Europe  from  its 
basis.  Look  at  Sweden,  where  the  King,  merely  by  the 
means  of  an  army,  has  cut  the  throat  of  Swedish  liberty, 
and  rules  by  the  sword  ;  and  I  might  here  observe,  that  this 
Administration  in  England  was  accessary  to  the  mischief,  or 
at  least  attempted  to  prevent  a  reparation.  I  do  not  assert 
this  on  my  own  knowledge  ;  but  I  have  been  told  it  on  pretty 
good  authority,  that  when  the  Empress  of  Russia  was  about 
to  stir  in  favour  of  the  old  Government  of  Sweden,  we  inter- 
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posed,  and  threatened  her  with  the  fleet  of  England,  if 
she  made  any  such  attempt.  '  He  was  zealous  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  character  and  reputation  of  K!mg  WilUnm  III, 
whom  he  called  our  immortal  deliverer,  which  had  heen 
assassinated  in  print,  and  the  work  encouraged,  [alluding 
to  Sir  J.  Dalrymples  book.] 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  supiwrted  the  motion.  He  said  he 
should  not  enter  at  large  into  the  subject  of  American  af- 
Aiirs,  but  confine  himself  strictly  to  the  question  before  the 
House.  He  first  observed  on  the  arguments  that  had  been 
used  on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  particularly  by  Lord 
Barrinaton.  He  said,  the  noble  I^ord  had  affirmed  that 
there  was  no  statute  law  which  limited  the  number  of  forces, 
or  the  power  of  the  Crown  in  that  respect,  before  the  Revo- 
lution ;  yet  he  admitted  that  Charles  II.'s  keeping  a  standing 
army  without  consent  of  Parliament  was  contrary  to  law  ; 
it  must,  therefore,  be  contrary  to  theancient  principles  of  the 
Constitution,  which,  the  Serjeant  contended,  equally  applied 
to  the  present  case. 

With  regard  to  the  instances  mentioned,  of  keeping  troops 
in  Calais,  Dunkirk,  and  Tangier,  without  authority  of  Par- 
liament, he  said  that  the  ill  consequences  of  the  two  latter 
instances  had  already  been  sufficiently  pointed  out,  (by 
Mr.  Townshend,')  and  the  noble  Lord  himself  had,  with 
great  candour,  given  an  answer  in  the  very  next  sentence, 
by  observing  that  the  same  King  who  kept  troops  in  those 
two  garrisons,  kept  them  also  in  England,  without  consent 
of  Parliament ;  so  that  no  inference  could  be  drawn  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  one,  more  than  of  the  other,  which  the  noble 
Lord  liad  admitted  to  be  illegal.  As  to  Calais,  it  was  the 
last  remnant  of  those  extensive  territories  formerly  held  in 
France  by  our  Kings,  who  claimed  also  the  Crown  of  that 
kingdom;  and  no  consent  of  the  Parliament  o( England 
could  be  necessary  to  enable  the  King  to  keep  troops  in  his 
French  dominions. 

He  then  argued,  from  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
that  the  King  never  had  a  power  to  keep  up  a  standing 
army  of  mercenary  soldiers  in  any  part  of  the  dominions  of 
the  Crown  of  England,  in  time  of  peace,  without  authority 
of  Parliament,  nor  to  introduce  foreign  troops  at  any  time, 
without  Parliamentary  consent.  The  ancient  armies  of  the 
Crown  were  composed  of  those  who  served  by  virtue  of 
their  tenure,  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  particular  services ; 
which  the  King  was  entitled  to,  in  common  with  other  infe- 
rior Lords,  in  right  of  property  and  tenure.  That,  from  the 
abolition  of  those  military  tenures,  the  Crown  had  no  con- 
stitutional military  force  whatever,  anywhere,  except  what 
should  be  granted  by  Parliament.  That  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
being  declaratory  of  the  ancient  laws  and  Constitution, 
should  be  construed  as  extensively  as  the  principles  from 
whence  it  was  derived ;  and  not  narrowed  or  confined  to 
the  mere  words  of  the  declaration,  which  had  a  reference  to 
the  mischief  recited  in  the  preamble,  but  should  be  applied 
to  all  mischiefs  that  came  within  the  same  principles.  That 
it  had  been  held,  in  another  House,  by  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, that  this  clause  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  by  the  spirit  and 
fair  construction  of  it,  applied  to  all  the  dominions  of  the 
Crown.  That  this  construction  was  confirmed  by  the  Mu- 
tiny Act ;  which,  after  reciting  the  very  words  of  the  Bill 
of  Rights,  goes  on  to  say,  that  it  is  necessary  that  a  body 
of  forces  should  be  kept  up  for  the  safety  of  the  kingdom, 
and  for  the  defence  of  the  possessions  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  he.  From  whence  he  inferred,  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Legislature,  that  forces  could  not  be  kept  up 
for  any  of  these  purposes  without  consent  of  Parliament. 
That  it  was  no  answer  to  say,  that,  in  fact,  the  number  of 
troops  mentioned  in  that  act  are  only  those  kept  up  in 
Great  Britain,  exclusive  of  those  employed  in  the  garrisons 
abroad ;  because  estimates  were  every  year  laid  before  Par- 
liament, and  supplies  granted,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
supporting  the  troops  kept  in  those  garrisons,  as  well  as  in 
Great  Britain,  and  therefore  the  one  had  the  consent  of 
Parliament  as  well  as  the  other. 

He  argued  further,  that  the  employing  foreign  officers  was 
unlawful,  from  the  Act  of  Settlement,  by  which  no  person 
born  out  of  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  though  natu- 
ralized, could  enjoy  any  office  or  place  of  trust,  civil  or 
military ;  and  that  the  command  of  a  body  of  troops  at 
Gibraltar  or  Minorca  was  certainly  an  office  or  place  of 
military  trust.  That  this  extended  not  only  to  the  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain,  but  to  all  its  dominions,  (he  said,) 


was  still  further  confirmed  by  the  Act  of  29  George  II., 
chapter  5,  by  which  the  King  was  enabled  to  grant  military 
commissions  to  foreign  Protestants  in  America,  which  would 
have  been  altogether  unnecessary  if  the  King,  by  his  own 
authority,  could  have  employed  foreigners  in  any  part  of 
his  dominions.  And  he  pointed  out  to  the  attention  of  the 
House,  the  precautions  taken  in  that  act,  by  limiting  the  num- 
ber of  such  foreign  officers,  obliging  them  to  take  the  oaths, 
and  declaring  that  the  Colonel  should  be  a  natural  born  sub- 
ject ;  none  of  which  were  or  could  be  taken  in  the  present  in- 
stance of  the  Hanoverian  troops,  without  the  authority  of  Par- 
liament. After  enlarging  upon  these  topicks,  he  stated  to  the 
House  the  doubts  and  difficultif's  that  must  arise,  by  what 
law  those  foreign  troops  should  be  governed,  or  their  disci- 
pline maintained.  For,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  been 
said  of  their  own  martial  law,  he  insisted  that  no  man  could 
be  put  to  death  in  the  dominions  of  this  country  by  any 
other  authority  than  the  Mutiny  Act,  or  the  law  of  the  land. 
He  put  it  to  die  Crown  lawyers  to  say,  by  what  law  disputes 
arising  between  the  British  troops,  or  inhabitants,  and  the 
Hanoverians,  were  to  be  decided. 

He  contended  that  the  proposition  contained  in  the  mo- 
tion was  not  only  strictly  warranted  by  the  principles  of 
law  and  the  Constitution,  but  that  it  was  highly  necessary 
that  the  House  should  come  to  such  a  declaration,  to  avert 
the  danger  arising  froin  the  precedent ;  more  especially  after 
the  approbation  expressed  in  their  address.  It  had,  indeed, 
been  alleged  that  the  approbation  went  no  further  than  the 
gracious  motives  which  had  induced  his  Majesty  to  the  mea- 
sure in  question.  That  he  had  always  looked  upon  this  dis- 
tinction as  illusory  and  absurd ;  but,  at  all  events,  the  only 
way  to  demonstrate  that  the  approbation  went  only  to  the 
motives,  and  not  to  the  measure  itself,  was  to  come  to  the 
resolution  now  proposed  to  the  House. 

He  concluded  with  saying  that  he  thought  the  expediency 
of  the  measure  would  come  more  properly  before  the  House 
when  they  proceeded  on  the  Bill  of  Indemnity,  which  had 
been  read.  That,  however,  the  evidence  of  history,  and 
the  experience  of  all  nations,  evinced  the  extreme  danger 
of  calling  in  the  assistance  of  foreign  troops ;  and  that  the 
Saxons,  who  had  been  called  into  this  Island  to  support  the 
British  Government,  had  themselves  most  effectually  con- 
quered and  overturned  it.  But  of  all  foreign  troops,  (said 
he,)  the  most  dangerous  are  those  who  are  the  subjects  of 
the  King  and  not  of  the  Crown  and  Parliament.  Should 
any  future  Prince  of  the  illustrious  House  that  now  sits  upon 
the  throne,  perfectly  unlike  his  present  Majesty,  assisted 
by  Ministers  not  very  unlike  the  advisers  of  this  measure ; 
should,  I  say,  such  a  Prince,  deluded  by  such  advisers,  en- 
tertain the  mad  and  nefarious  design  of  overturnin<j  the  Con- 
titution  of  this  country,  of  destroying  that  liberty  which  was 
the  glory  and  strength  of  his  Government,  and  reducing  his 
kingdom  to  the  same  abject  state  with  those  of  most  of  his 
neighbours,  what  means  could  be  so  proper  to  effectuate  so 
wicked  a  purpose  as  filling  all  parts  of  our  dominions  beyond 
sea  with  foreign  mercenaries,  and  putting  our  strongest  gar- 
risons, and  half  our  empire,  into  the  hands  of  officers  and 
soldiers  the  devoted  subjects  of  the  King,  but  totally  inde- 
pendent on  the  Crown  or  Parliament  of  the  kingdom  ? 

Mr.  Hans  Stanley  explained,  that  foreign  soldiers  serving 
in  England  were  under  the  laws  oi  England ;  and,  in  re- 
spect of  the  expediency  of  the  measure  relative  to  the  want 
of  men,  he  observed,  that  we  had  more  men  than  the  King 
of  Prussia,  who  kept  two  hundred  thousand  men  on  foot, 
and  as  many  as  the  House  of  Austria ;  but,  as  our  men 
were  employed  in  arts  and  manufactures,  it  was  more  expe- 
dient to  take  foreign  troops  into  our  pay,  which  had  been 
the  uniform  practice  of  the  kingdom  from  the  battle  of  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne to  this  day,  of  which  very  many  instances 
were  to  be  met  with  in  Rymer  and  Froisard. 

Mr.  Gordon  asserted,  that  the  measure  was  certainly 
illegal ;  that  a  recruiting  Sergeant  could  not  inlist  a  single 
foreigner,  much  less  could  you  march  five  battalions  to  Gib- 
raltar ;  but  condenmed  the  motion,  for,  being  an  abstract 
poposition  without  any  connected  question,  it  might  carry 
too  severe  a  censure  upon  an  act  which,  he  was  convinced, 
was  well  meant,  and  very  expedient.  He  trusted  that  its 
illegality  might  be  established  by  an  alteration  in  the  pre- 
amble of  the  Bill  of  Indemnity ;  and  therefore  moved  the 
previous  question. 

The  Solicitor-General  [Mr.  Wedderburn]  entered  very 
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fully  into  the  subject,  and  stated  to  the  House  the  different 
periods  of  time  when,  and  the  occasions  for  which,  foreign 
troops  had  been  introduced  into  this  kingdom  without  the 
consent  of  Parliament ;  observing  that  there  were  so  many 
precedents  for  such  a  practice  that  he  wondered  any  objec- 
tions should  now  be  so  seriously  started  against  it.  He 
embraced  a  great  variety  of  circumstances  and  arguments 
against  the  motion,  and  in  favour  of  the  previous  question. 
Having  established,  in  his  own  opinion,  (he  said,)  the  legality 
of  the  measure,  he  went  to  the  propriety  of  it,  and  took  oc- 
casion to  remark,  that  if  the  Militia  laws  were  duly  enforced, 
enlarged,  and  extended,  there  would  never  more  Ije  any  oc- 
casion for  them  to  debate  on  questions  concerning  foreign 
troops,  as  such  would  be  totally  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Burke  observed,  that  one  honourable  gentleman  was 
against  the  motion,  because  it  was  not  an  abstract  proposi- 
tion ;  another  was  against  it,  because  it  was  an  abstract  pro- 
position. He  said  it  was  not  kind  of  Mr.  Gordon  to  fight 
Opposition  with  a  weapon  which  he  knew  they  could  not 
make  use  of.  He  observed  that  the  honourable  member 
knew  the  measure  was  illegal,  yet  he  would  vote  in  favour 
of  it.  Now,  (said  Mr.  Burke,)  if  I,  or  any  of  the  gentle- 
men on  this  side  of  the  House,  were  to  argue  in  this  man- 
ner, it  would  cause  a  horse-laugh  in  the  House.  This  is 
not  an  argument  a  fortiori,  but  a  majori:  it  is  the  argument 
of  a  majority.  He  said  the  learned  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  had  ransacked  history,  statutes,  and  journals,  and  had 
taken  a  very  large  journey,  (as  was  usual  with  him,)  through 
which  he  did  not  wish  to  follow  him,  but  he  was  always  glad 
to  meet  him  at  his  return  home.  Let  us  (said  he)  strip  off 
all  this  learned  foliage  from  his  argument ;  let  us  unswathe 
this  Egyptian  corpse,  and  strip  it  of  its  salt,  gum,  and  mum- 
my, and  see  what  sort  of  a  dry  skeleton  is  underneath — 
nothing  but  a  single  point  of  law !  The  gentleman  asserts 
that  nothing  but  a  bill  can  declare  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  not  an  address,  not  a  resolution  of  the  House ;  yet 
he  thinks  a  resolution  of  the  House  would,  in  this  case,  be 
better  than  a  bill  of  indemnity:  so  that  we  find  a  bill  is 
nothing,  an  address  is  nothing,  a  resolution  is  nothing,  nay, 
I  fear,  our  liberty  is  nothing,  and  that,  ere  long,  qfjr  rights, 
freedom,  and  spirit,  nay,  the  House  itself,  will  vanish  in  a 
previous  question. 

Lord  North  desired  to  know  whence  the  proofs  and  autho- 
rities of  a  point  of  law  could  be  better  drawn  than  from  his- 
tory, statutes,  and  journals.  He  did  not  think  it  was  from  wit, 
or  flowers  of  eloquence,  that  they  should  be  deduced.  He 
admired  the  honourable  gentleman's  method  of  proving  a 
resolution  to  be  nothing ;  an  address  nothing ;  a  bill  nothing ; 
and,  by  the  same  mode  of  reasoning,  he  was  inclined  (he 
said)  to  conclude  that  a  long,  witty  speech  was — nothing. 

General  Comvay  was  very  sorry  to  see  such  learned  gen- 
tlemen as  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  and  the  Solicitor-General 
differ  so  widely  on  so  important  a  point.  He  said  that,  for 
his  part,  he  did  not  understand  the  laws  to  a  practical 
nicety ;  but  his  experience  in  that  House  had  given  him  so 
much  knowledge  of  the  Constitution,  that  he  felt  the  mea- 
sure illegal  and  dangerous.  He  could  not  conceive  with 
what  propriety  a  bill  of  indemnity  could  be  proposed  for  a 
measure  that  was  legal ;  the  ideas  of  criminality  and  indem- 
nity were  (he  asserted)  inseparable.  He  condemned  the  con- 
duct of  those  who  advised  his  Majesty  to  bring  foreigners  into 
this  kingdom  widiout  the  previous  consent  of  Parliament,  but 
said  he  would  vote  for  the  previous  question,  because  the 
motion  was  too  general,  and  passed  a  censure  on  a  measure 
which,  so  far  as  his  Majesty  was  concerned,  he  was  sure 
proceeded  from  the  best  motives. 

Sir  William  Lemon  approved  of  the  American /neasures ; 
but  such  was  his  high  disapprobation  of  the  paragraph  in  his 
Majesty's  speech  which  informed  his  Parliament  that  he  had 
sent  his  Hanoverian  troops  to  garrison  Gibraltar  and  Mi- 
norca, that  he  was  compelled  to  withhold  his  approbation 
of  measures  which,  in  every  other  instance,  he  approved, 
and  consequently,  on  that  account  alone,  voted  against  the 
Address. 

The  previous  question  being  put,  that  the  main  question 
be  now  put,  the  House  divided.    The  noes  went  forth : 
™  „       c      ,  f  Lord  John  Cavendish,    -     ")      q. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Monday,  November  6,  1775. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  (by  his  Majesty's  command)  laid 
before  the  House  (pui-suant  to  an  Address  to  his  Majesty  on 
Wednesday  last)  a  Paper  intituled  "  Copy  of  the  Petition  of 
the  Congress  to  the  King,"  delivered  to  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth by  Messrs.  Penn  and  Lee,  on  the  1st  of  September, 
1775. 

And  the  title  thereof  being  read  by  the  Clerk, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Paper  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Paper  be  taken  into  consideration 
to-morrow,  and  the  Lords  summoned. 


Tuesday,  November  7,  1775. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  taking  into  con- 
sideration a  Paper  intituled  "Copy  of  the  Petition  of  the 
Congress  to  the  King,"  delivered  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth 
by  Messrs.  Penn  and  Lee,  on  the  1st  of  September,  1775, 

The  said  Paper  being  read  by  the  Clerk, 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  observed,  that  he  now  saw  Mr. 
Penn,  Governour  of  Pennsylvania,  below  the  bar ;  and  as 
some  doubt  might  arise  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  whether 
or  not  the  paper  now  read  was  genuine,  he  urged  the  pro- 
priety of  calling  that  gendeman  to  authenticate  it,  as  he 
understood  that  the  Petition  was  delivered  by  him  into  the 
hands  of  one  of  his  Majesty's  Secretaries  of  State. 

He  then  moved  "  That  Mr.  Penn  be  called  in  to  authen- 
ticate the  said  Paper." 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  opposed  this  proposition  very  stre- 
nuously. He  said  such  a  motion  was  directly  contrary  to  the 
constant  mode  of  proceeding  adopted  by  that  House.  When 
witnesses  were  examined  at  their  Lordships'  bar,  notice  was 
always  previously  given,  and  a  motion  made  in  pursuance 
of  that  notice ;  nor  did  he,  since  his  fii'st  acquaintance  with 
Parliament,  ever  recollect  an  instance  of  a  witness  being 
suddenly  called  to  be  examined,  without  the  formalities  he 
had  just  mentioned.  For  his  part,  that  was  his  leading  ob- 
jection ;  though  he  suspected  the  noble  Duke  who  made  the 
motion  meant  to  employ  it  to  very  different  purposes,  to  fish 
for  information  relative  to  the  matter  contained  in  the  paper, 
as  well  as  to  authenticate  it. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  replied,  that  he  did  not  well  un- 
derstand what  the  noble  Earl  meant  by  the  word  "  suspect ;" 
suspicions  were  created  by  acts,  which  it  was  presumed  the 
actor  would  be  desirous  to  conceal.  That  could  not,  how- 
ever, be  the  case  on  the  present  occasion  ;  for,  allowing  the 
noble  Lord's  suspicions  to  be  well-founded,  he  saw  nothing 
in  such  a  procedure  of  which  he  need  be  ashamed.  He 
confessed  he  should,  if  Mr.  Penw  was  examined,  be  desirous 
to  learn  from  that  gendeman  what  he  knew  relative  to  the 
general  state  of  America,  presuming  no  person  was  better 
qualified  nor  none  would  give  it  with  greater  candour  and 
impartiality. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  said,  that  such  a  precedent  was 
now  proposed  to  be  established  as  would,  in  all  probability, 
if  carried,  be  destructive  of  all  order.  Besides,  he  begged 
leave  to  remind  the  noble  Duke,  that  the  very  grounds  on 
which  it  was  stated,  that  of  authenticating  the  Petition, 
showed  there  was  no  necessity  for  complying  with  the  mo- 
tion ;  for  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  such  a  Petition 
from  Mr.  Penn,  and  believed  himself,  and  made  no  doubt 
but  all  their  Lordships  were  perfectly  of  the  same  opinion, 
that  the  paper  was  genuine. 

Lord  Camden  expressed  his  surprise  that  any  Lord  should 
oppose  the  present  motion  ;  for,  without  debating  the  point 
of  order,  which  he  was  convinced  fully  authorized  the  pro- 
priety of  the  motion,  he  should  be  glad  to  know  what  ob- 
jections the  noble  Lords  in  Administradon  had  to  it.  He 
"was  sure  it  was  out  of  their  power  to  object  to  it  on  any 
reasonable  ground. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  in  reply  to  what  bad  fallen  from 
Lord  Dartmouth,  observed,  that  however  well  satisfied  the 
noble  Earl  and  his  friends  might  be  that  the  Petition  was 
genuine,  yet  he  thought  the  formality  of  authenticating  it 
became  highly  necessary,  when  it  was  known  that  Mr.  Penn 
did  not  receive  the  Petition  immediately  from  the  hands  of 
the  delegates,  it  having  been  sent  after  him  to  England,  in 
order  to°be  presented  in  the  manner  before  described.  He 
urged  further,  that  the  Petition  being  signed  by  the  persons 
assembled  in  Congress,  in  his  opinion  it  would  be  very 
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proper  that  Mr.  Penn,  who  was  acquainted  with  the  hand- 
writing of  those  pei-sons,  should  he  called  to  prove  it. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  replied,  that  if  that  was  the  main 
purpose  for  which  Mr.  Penn  was  to  be  called,  his  examina- 
tion would  answer  no  end ;  tlie  paper  lying  on  the  table 
being  nothing  more  than  a  copy  of  an  original  in  his 
ofiice. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  insisted  still  that  Mr.  Perm's 
examination  would  be  equally  proper,  whether  the  original 
paper  was  immediately  before  the  House,  or  in  his  Lord- 
siiip's  office ;  for,  when  that  gentleman  came  to  be  examined 
at  the  bar,  all  that  would  be  desired  from  him  was  to  know 
if  the  paper  delivered  by  him  to  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Amcrkan  Department  was  really  signed  by  the  per- 
sons whose  names  were  thereunto  annexed  ;  that  fact  once 
ascertained,  the  proof  would  be  complete,  as  their  Lordsliips 
would  tiien  be  satisfied  that  the  copy  now  read  was  a  fiiith- 
ful  one,  by  the  assurances  given  by  the  noble  Lord  who  had 
the  original  in  his  possession. 

Lqi'd  Lyttclton  spoke  chiefly  to  the  point  of  order,  and  the 
numerous  inconveniences  that  must  arise  if  the  present  motion 
should  be  carried,  and  established  into  a  precedent  on  future 
occasions.  He  said  if  their  Lordships,  when  summoned  to 
deliberate  and  debate  on  any  important  question,  should  be 
surprised  by  extraneous  matter,  and  witnesses  called  to  the 
bar  to  be  examined,  on  points  which  might  introduce  other 
subjects  into  discussion,  it  would  at  once  destroy  that  order 
and  gravity  for  which  their  usual  course  of  proceeding  was 
known  so  eminently  to  excel ;  in  short  it  would  create  that 
kind  of  confusion  and  uncertainty,  which,  wherever  it  pre- 
vails, is  so  derogatory  to  the  wisdom  and  despatch  of  busi- 
ness, in  a  deliberative  assembly.  As  for  the  other  part  of 
the  precedent,  that  of  calling  for  viva  voce  proof,  to  authen- 
ticate petitions  presented  to  their  Lordships,  it  was  a  matter 
he  would  never  assent  to ;  because,  in  his  opinion,  such  a 
condition  would  be  intolerable,  and,  in  many  cases,  imprac- 
ticable ;  for,  it  would  amount  to  this,  that  every  petition, 
from  any  part  of  the  empire,  which  should  in  future  be  pre- 
sented to  that  House,  whether  from  the  most  distant  part  of 
the  kingdom,  from  Ireland,  America,  or  the  East-Indies, 
must  be  authenticated  by  evidence  at  their  Lordships'  bar, 
in  some  instances  to  authenticate  its  contents,  and,  in  others, 
to  prove  the  handwriting  of  the  persons  who  may  be  sup- 
posed to  sign  it.  His  Lordship  was,  however,  of  opinion, 
that  although  it  would  not  be  proper  to  examine  Mr.  Pe7m, 
in  the  manner  now  moved  for,  it  was  competent  for  any 
Lord  in  that  House,  upon  due  notice,  to  call  for  any  per- 
son or  pei-sons  who  he  might  imagine  would  impart  such 
lights  as  promised  to  lead  to  an  elucidation  of  the  subject 
on  which  he  meant  to  frame  his  motion. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  observed,  that  the  noble  Lords 
who  declared  themselves  adverse  to  the  motion,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  usual  mode  of  proceeding 
in  that  House,  and  would  establish  a  precedent  which  might 
in  future  be  an  impediment  to  applications  to  them,  in  their 
legislative,  deliberative,  or  judicial  capacities,  in  the  way  of 
petition,  he  hoped  would  be  satisfied,  when  he  assured  them 
that  no  question  was  intended  to  be  put  to  Mr.  Penn,  on 
which  he  did  not  desire  it  to  be  previously  understood,  that 
any  noble  Lord  might  be  at  liberty  to  rise  and  object  to  it. 
He  said  that  matters  which  had  fallen  from  several  noble 
Lords  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  and  the  great  unwilling- 
ness some  of  them  had  shown  to  have  Mr.  Penn  examined, 
made  him  feel  the  urgent  necessity  of  such  an  examination  ; 
because  it  proved  that  they  dreaded  the  consequences  of 
such  an  inquiry,  as  fatal  to  the  measures  they  were  now 
hurrying  Parliament  and  the  nation  blindly  and  inconside- 
rately to  adopt.  For  his  part,  he  had  not  the  honour  of 
being  personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Penn;  but,  from  the 
gentleman's  religion,  the  great  interest  he  had  in  the  event 
of  the  present  unhappy  disputes  with  America,  and  as  pro- 
prietor of  one  of  the  richest  Provinces  of  that  continent,  he 
knew  no  man  who,  from  religious  principles,  political  mode- 
ration, and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  dis))ositions  of  the 
people  of  that  country,  would  be  more  likely  to  give  that 
sort  of  information  which  the  House  ought  to  wish  to 
obtain,  and  which  every  true  lover  of  his  country,  he  was 
confident,  would  endeavour  to  trace  to  its  most  remote 
sources. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton,  rejecting  the  mere  matter  of  order, 
as  unworthy  of  their  Lordships'  consideration,  said  he  was 


extremely  sorry  to  observe  such  conduct  pursued  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  The  noble  Duke  who  made  the 
motion  had  pressed  it  with  all  imaginable  candour ;  he  had 
even  gone  so  far  as  to  promise  for  himself,  and,  in  some 
measure,  to  pledge  the  good  faith  of  his  friends,  that  if  any 
question  which  should,  in  the  course  of  the  proposed  exami- 
nation, seem  to  be  improper,  an  unconditional  objection  from 
any  noble  Lord  would  be  deemed  sufficient  reason  for  his 
Grace  to  desist.  The  aversion  to  any  mode  of  inquiry,  and 
the  fixed  resolution  to  reject  every  kind  of  information  which 
might  promise  to  lead  to  the  knowledge  of  the  state  of  that 
country,  manifested  this  day,  suggested  to  liim  very  strong 
fears ;  fears  that  the  same  fatal  measures  which  directed  the 
counsels  of  last  year,  were  determined  still  to  be  pursued. 
He  was  very  much  surprised  to  hear  the  same  language 
adopted  on  the  present  occasion,  though  the  ruinous  and 
fatal  consequences  which  were  produced  by  the  same  argu- 
ments and  the  same  mistaken  counsels  of  last  session,  were 
now  so  sensibly  felt.  Another  reason  for  the  proposed  ex- 
amination, and  which,  he  flattered  himself,  when  the  cir- 
cumstances were  recalled  to  their  Lordships'  minds,  would 
have  a  proper  weight  with  Administration,  was  the  declara- 
tion of  a  noble  Lord  high  in  office,  [Lord  Gower,]  who,  on 
the  first  day  of  the  session,  ingenuously  owned  he  had  been 
deceived,  and  attributed  all  the  miscarriages  of  the  last  sum- 
mer, and  all  the  evils  which  now  seem  to  be  suspended  over 
the  head  of  this  devoted  country,  to  a  want  of  full  and 
genuine  information.  Such,  then,  being  the  case,  as  stated 
by  one  noble  Lord,  and  confirmed  by  almost  every  one  who 
spoke  on  the  same  side,  and  such  being  the  evidence  pro- 
posed this  day  to  be  given  at  your  Lordships'  bar,  how  is  it 
possible  that  your  Lordships  can  hesitate  an  instant  on  the 
choice,  though  experience  had  not  taught  you  the  necessity 
of  such  an  inquiry?  But  when  experience  has  taught  you 
the  fatal  consequences  of  your  former  mistakes,  how  is  it 
possible  that  your  Lordships  can  refuse  the  aid  of  the  lights 
now  offered  to  be  held  out  to  you  ? 

Earl  Gower  said  it  was  unparliamentary  and  extremely 
improper  to  refer  to  any  words  spoken  in  a  former  debate, 
particularly  on  a  different  question.  He  was,  however,  glad 
of  an  opportunity  of  explaining  a  matter  which  had  been 
industriously  misrepresented  without  doors,  as  if  his  words 
had  imported  an  actual  designed  deceit  put  upon  him,  with 
intent  to  mislead  Administration.  Nothing,  he  solemnly 
affirmed,  was  farther  from  his  thoughts ;  when  he  said  he 
had  been  deceived,  he  meant,  that  those  on  whose  infoi-ma- 
tions  and  reasonings  Administration  rested,  had  themselves 
been  misinformed  in  point  of  fact ;  or,  in  reasoning  on  the 
fact  so  represented,  had  been  mistaken  in  their  conclu- 
sions. This  was  the  utmost  extent  his  saying  he  was 
deceived  went  to;  and  he  would  appeal  to  their  Lord- 
ships, if  there  was  anything  more  difficult  than  to  reason 
on  the  state  and  disposition  of  a  country.  It  was  matter 
of  opinion  on  either  side,  in  which  every  man  was  more 
or  less  liable  to  err ;  when,  therefore,  he  said  he  was  de- 
ceived, he  begged  their  Lordships  to  understand  him  in 
the  sense  he  had  now  explained  himself,  and  in  no  other. 
The  noble  Duke  [of  Grafton]  had  thrown  out  another 
insinuation  directly  contrary  to  the  former,  at  least  in  con- 
sequence :  that  his  Grace  had  asserted  their  Lordships  had 
been  made  to  decide  on  their  mutilated  and  garbled  ac- 
counts, which  was,  in  fact,  saying  that  Administration  had 
intelligence,  but  purposely  held  it  back.  He  would  appeal 
to  the  candour  and  recollection  of  the  noble  Duke,  if,  on  a 
former  occasion,  he  did  not  himself  condemn  the  impropriety 
of  laying  the  information  before  the  House,  in  the  exact 
state  it  was  received,  when  probably  such  a  conduct  would 
be  productive  of  so  many  fatal  consequences,  no  less  than 
endangering  the  lives  and  properties  of  those,  whether  En- 
glishmen or  natives,  who  have,  through  this  contest,  been 
the  professed  and  steady  friends  of  this  country.  The  word 
"  garbled,"  therefore,  as  applied  to  the  conduct  of  Admi- 
nistration, was,  in  his  opinion,  a  very  improper  word.  Gar- 
bled, according  to  its  usual  reception,  meant  an  omission  of 
everything  which  might  inform  their  Lordships  properly  on 
the  subject ;  and  bringing  forward  only  such  parts  of  the 
information  as  would  answer  the  particular  purpose  of  those 
who  had  an  interest  in  suppressing  the  real  sense  of  the 
writer  or  informant.  This  he  understood  to  be  the  true 
import  of  the  word  "  garble  ;"  a  sense  in  which  it  was  never 
more  improperly  applied ;  for  Administration  had  all  along 
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laid  every  necessary  information  before  their  Lordships,  and 
held  back  only  that  part  which  related  to  matters  of  mere 
private  consideration,  or  where  a  disclosure  of  facts  might 
endanger  the  safety  or  property  of  the  persons  concerned. 
On  these  general  grounds,  he  was  very  unwilhng  that  Mr. 
Penn  should  be  examined  ;  and  upon  none  more  than  that 
his  evidence  might  probably  affect  his  own  interests  in 
America.  It  might  create  prejudices  against  him  of  a  most 
fatal  tendency.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  impartial, 
candid,  disposition  of  that  gentleman  ;  yet,  if  it  should  appear 
that  he  had  formed  his  opinion  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question,  if  any  motion  was  to  be  made  in  consequence  of 
those  opinions,  it  would  be  necessary  to  call  other  evidence, 
before  their  Lordships  could  come  to  a  determination  ;  there- 
fore, taking  it  in  either  light,  he  did  not  see  what  good  pur- 
pose Mr.  Fenn's  examination  could  answer,  or  to  what  end 
it  was  ultimately  directed. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  said,  if  the  noble  Earl  meant 
seriously  to  go  into  the  inquiry,  and  would  pledge  himself 
to  the  House  that  he  would  do  so,  he  was  very  willing,  on 
so  important  a  consideration,  to  give  up  his  motion  for  Mr. 
Penn's  examination,  and  rest  on  that  assurance,  that  an  in- 
quiry would  be  set  on  foot,  in  order  to  come  at  that  species 
of  information  so  necessary  to  direct  the  progress  of  their 
future  proceedings. 

The  Earl  of  Effingham  observed,  though  the  noble  Duke 
had  given  up  the  point  of  order,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
that  most,  if  not  all,  the  witnesses  examined  relative  to  the 
Fishery  Bill  of  last  session  were  examined  without  any  pre- 
vious notice  whatever  being  given. 

Viscount  Weymouth  said,  he  never  knew  an  instance 
where  a  witness  was  called  suddenly  to  the  bar,  without 
previous  notice ;  that  it  had  been  the  established  usage  of 
Parliament  to  do  so ;  and  that  a  deviation  from  that  rule 
now,  would  open  a  source  of  confusion  in  future,  which  it 
was  the  duty  of  every  Lord  in  that  House  to  do  all  in  his 
power  to  prevent.  But  the  main  point,  and  that  he  would 
wish  principally  to  press  on  their  Lordships  was,  that  if  Mr. 
Penn  was  called  to  the  bar  and  examined,  it  would  have 
this  effect,  that  after  his  evidence  had  been  received,  the 
noble  Duke  who  called  for  the  paper  would  probably  frame 
some  motion  on  the  information  then  given,  by  which  means, 
let  that  be  what  it  might,  the  House  would  be  led  of  course 
to  come  to  some  resolution,  arising  from  what  they  had  then 
heard.  No  man  had  a  higher  opinion  of  Mr.  Penn's  im- 
partiality than  he  had ;  but  still,  whatever  he  might  impart 
to  the  House,  either  by  way  of  information  or  otherwise, 
would  be  but  the  opinion  and  information  of  one  man,  who, 
however  respectable,  could  not  be  supposed  every  way  com- 
petent to  decide,  so  as  to  govern  the  determination  of  that 
House  upon  a  subject  of  such  great  and  singular  importance. 
He  would,  therefore,  submit  it  to  the  noble  Duke,  if  it  would 
not  be  more  proper  to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  appoint 
some  future  day  for  the  discussion  of  a  subject  of  such  mag- 
nitude, on  which  other  persons  conversant  in  the  present 
situation  of  America  might  be  ordered  to  attend,  and  be 
examined  at  the  same  time  with  Mr.  Penn,  so  that  the 
whole  of  the  information  might  be  received  and  judged  of 
together. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  replied,  that  it  was  always  un- 
derstood, when  any  noble  Lord  moved  for  a  paper,  he  had 
some  motion,  directed  to  some  particular  object,  to  propose. 
That,  he  said,  was  his  intention  on  the  present  occasion ; 
but  as  the  noble  Viscount  who  had  spoken  last  had  pressed 
the  impropriety  of  resting  entirely  on  Mr.  Penn's  evidence, 
he  was  very  willing  to  have  that  gentleman  examined  for 
the  present,  and  to  postpone  his  motion  till  the  next  day. 
This,  he  presumed,  would  completely  obviate  the  noble 
Lord's  objection  against  coming  to  any  sudden  resolution, 
barely  on  the  infonnation  now  desired. 

Viscount  Toivnshcnd  insisted,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
admit  Mr.  Penn  to  be  examined  on  any  ground  offered  by 
the  noble  Duke.  He  assured  their  Lordships,  though  he 
objected  to  Mr.  Penn's  examination,  he  did  not  mean  to  im- 
pute the  smallest  degree  of  partiality  to  that  gentleman ; 
his  evidence,  however,  must  be  very  improper,  as  laying  a 
foundation  to  ground  a  motion  upon  ;  because,  be  his  infor- 
mation ever  so  impartial  and  well  selected,  it  would  still  bo 
no  more  than  the  limited  knowledge  or  particular  opinions 
of  a  single  individual. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  lamented,  in  the  most  pathetick 


terms,  the  fixed  determination  that  had  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  shown  itself  among  the  several  members  of  Admin- 
istration, to  shut  out  every  species  of  information,  and  to 
rush  headlong  on  their  own  ruin,  and  (wiiicii  was  much 
worse)  probably  to  hurry  on  the  ruin  and  destruction  of 
the  nation.  A  noble  Lord  higli  in  office  [Lord  Gower] 
seemed  unwilling  to  consent  to  examine  Mr.  Penn,  on  the 
idea  that  it  might  affect  his  private  interest,  or  that  his  evi- 
dence might  affect  persons  now  in  America.  He  iindei'stood 
General  Gage  was  daily  expected  home,  and  he  presumed,  if 
any  information  should  be  expected  from  him,  the  same 
apology  would  apply;  his  evidence  might,  nay,  it  must  af- 
fect persons  in  America,  for  there  the  scene  is  laid,  there  the 
persons  immediately  concerned  reside.  What  is  this,  but 
very  plainly  telling  us  that  we  are  to  have  no  information  at 
all  ?  For  I  will  venture  to  contend,  that  if  the  present 
motion  be  rejected  on  the  ground  now  urged,  no  motion  of 
a  similar  nature,  respecting  the  affairs  o[  America,  can  possi- 
bly succeed.  What  is  this,  but  giving  us  to  understand 
that  we  must  remain  at  the  brink  of  that  precipice,  on  which 
every  true  Englishmtm  stands  trembling,  and  waiting  the  in- 
stant in  which  the  fate  of  his  country  shall  be  irrecoverably 
decided,  and  whither,  I  may  add,  he  has  been  led  blind- 
folded or  compelled  to  grope  his  way  ?  Are  we,  then,  to 
trust  to  the  same  assurances  by  which  one  noble  Lord  was 
deceived,  or  shall  we,  like  men  who  prefer  the  call  of  duty 
to  every  other  consideration,  endeavour  to  obtain  lights  in 
this  business  that  have  hitherto  been  denied  us  ?  For  my 
part,  though  I  have  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  the  noble 
Lords  in  office,  I  am  still  open  to  conviction.  I  have  been 
informed  of  some  things,  have  heard  a  great  deal,  and  have, 
according  to  the  lights  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  formed 
an  opinion  ;  but  I  frankly  declare,  that  on  being  better  in- 
formed, I  should  gladly  embrace  the  truth.  I  know  no  man 
better  calculated  to  tell  it  us  than  the  gentleman  whose 
examination  is  now  moved  for ;  for,  besides  his  known  dis- 
position to  candour  and  impartiality,  he  has  every  possible 
inducement  to  reveal  it,  and  not  one  single  motive  for  sup- 
pressing or  withholding  it.  Let  me,  therefore,  entreat,  nay, 
supplicate  the  noble  Lords  in  Administration,  to  agree  to  the 
motion.  On  this  point,  surely  there  should  not  be  a  second 
opinion  in  this  House.  If  your  Lordships  mean  seriously, 
and  will  tell  us  fairly,  that  you  have  information  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House,  and  will  fix  a  time  for  submitting  it  to  our 
consideration,  I  shall  wait  with  pleasure,  and  rely  in  full 
confidence,  on  the  faith  of  such  an  assurance.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  you  tell  us  you  have  no  information  of  your 
own,  and  that  you  are  determined  to  reject  all  other,  how- 
ever important  in  its  nature,  at  that  instant  I  shall  augur  the 
worst,  the  most  fatal  consequences,  from  so  unprecedented 
a  mode  of  pi-oceeding. 

The  Earl  of  Shelbume  rose  to  rectify  one  or  two  trifling 
mistakes  of  the  noble  Duke  who  made  the  motion.  He  said 
that  Mr.  Penn  was  not  of  the  religious  profession  his  Grace 
seemed  to  allude  to,  nor  was  he  proprietor  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania ;  but  he  acted  there  in  a  character  which, 
in  every  respect,  fitted  him  to  be  one  of  the  properest  per- 
sons imaginable,  not  only  to  be  publickly  e^iamined,  but  spe- 
cially consulted.  He  acted  there  as  Govemour,  by  which 
he  had  the  means  of  knowing  the  disposition  of  the  people 
within  his  Government,  and  the  strength  of  those  who  were 
for  supporting  the  claims  of  the  mother  country,  if  any  such 
there  were.  He  must  likewise  know,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  prevailing  disposition  of  the  whole  American  continent ; 
as  the  place  where  the  delegates  and  their  followers  chose 
to  assemble  was  in  the  capital  of  that  Province  over  which 
he  presided.  His  Lordship  entered  shortly  into  the  general 
reasons  so  often  urged  for  examining  Mr.  Penn;  and  con- 
cluded with  pressing  on  the  noble  Lords  the  propriety  of 
acceding  to  the  motion,  or  of  promising  to  produce  evidence 
on  some  future  day.  A  refusal  to  so  reasonable  a  request 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  fairly  acknowledging  that  they 
were  ultimately  determined  to  withhold  every  species  of 
information,  and,  consequently,  to  stifle  every  inquiry  what- 
ever. 

The  question  being  then  put,  it  was  resolved  in  the  nega- 
tive :  Contents,  22 ;  Non-Contents,  56. 

The  Duke  o(  Richmond  then  moved.  That  the  further 
consideration  of  the  said  Paper,  intituled  "  Copy  of  the 
Petition. of  the  Congress  to  the  King,"  deUvered  to  the 
Eari  o(  Dartmouth  by  Messrs.  Penn  and  Lee,  on  the  1st 
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oi  September,  1775,  be  adjournod  till  to-morrow;  and  that 
Mr.  Pcnn  do  then  attend. 

Lord  Lyttelion  thought  the  notice  much  too  short.  He 
said  it  would  be  a  sin<;ular  hardship  on  Mr.  Perm,  to  be 
obliged  to  attend  at  tiieir  Ix)rdships'  bar,  and  to  undergo  a 
long  examination,  in  the  course  of  which  a  variety  of  ques- 
tions might  be  propounded,  difficult  to  answer,  on  many 
accounts,  and  in  some  extremely  unpleasant  and  disagree- 
able. On  this  account,  as  well  as  wishing  to  give  the  gen- 
tleman time  to  arrange  his  ideas  on  so  important  a  subject, 
lie  expressed  a  desire  that  the  examination  might  be  defer- 
red till  Wednesday  or  Friday  sevennight. 

The  Duke  oi  Richmond  observed,  that  he  imagined  his 
Jjordship's  solicitude  might  be  spared.  He  believed  Mr. 
Penn  was  fully  prepared,  nay,  it  might  be  fairly  and  rea- 
sonably presumed  he  was ;  as  he  must,  from  the  nature  of 
his  office,  connections,  and  situation,  have  frequently  turned 
his  thoughts  to  the  subject.  It  was  the  general,  the  only 
topick  of  the  country  he  had  just  left ;  in  fine,  it  was  upper- 
most in  every  man's  mind,  almost  on  either  side  of  the  At- 
lantick,  who  reasoned  or  thought  at  all  on  subjects  of  such 
a  nature. 

Earl  Gower  pointed  out  the  impropriety  of  examining  Mr. 
Penn,  either  as  his  information  might  aflect  himself,  or  affect 
othere.  He  said,  the  consequences  of  disclosing  matters, 
in  whiih  several  persons  now  in  America  were  concerned, 
ought  to  be  proceeded  on  with  all  possible  caution  and  cir- 
cumspection. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  reasoned  in  the  same  manner ; 
and  proposed  that  Mr.  Pcnn  should  be  indulged  with  a 
privilege  of  refusing  to  answer  any  question  which  he  should 
imagine  might  be  injurious  either  to  himself  or  to  othere. 
He  likewise  objected  to  the  motion  in  point  of  time,  and 
proposed  an  amendment  to  the  purport  of  the  amendment 
first  suggested  by  him ;  but  he  framed  no  question  on  it. 

Lord  Camden  condemned  the  noble  Earl's  proposition 
for  amendment,  in  strong  terms.  It  was  true,  he  said,  that 
House  was  not  tied  up  by  the  rigorous  rules  of  proceedings 
in  relation  to  evidence  observed  by  the  Courts  in  Westminster 
Hall ;  for  though  they  were  a  court  of  law,  they  acted  upon  a 
more  liberal  plan.  They  excused  on  account  of  indisposition ; 
they  made  great  allowances  in  respect  of  their  mode  of  ex- 
amination; tliey  pressed  no  gentlemen  wantonly  into  dis- 
agreeable situations  ;  they  avoided,  as  much  as  possible,  any 
explanations  that  might  hurt  the  feehngs  of  the  witness. 
All  those  liberal  modes  of  proceeding  they  had  constantly 
adhered  to.  In  the  exercise  of  their  judicature,  they  acted 
with  a  noble  and  indulgent  liberality  ;  but  in  so  doing,  they 
took  care  never  to  turn  their  backs  on  the  eternal  obliga- 
tions they  are  always  under  of  dispensing  justice,  as  the  fii-st 
and  most  essential  object  of  their  duty ;  and  their  strict 
attention  to  such  a  conduct  still  became  more  necessary, 
according  to  the  magnitude  of  the  object  in  contemplation. 
What,  then,  is  the  purport  of  the  noble  Earl's  proposition  ? 
Why,  that  in  a  matter  every  way  answering  to  the  cases  I 
have  discriminated  from  ordinary  occurrences,  that  in  such 
a  matter  Mr.  Penn  shall  be  excused  from  answering  only 
as  much  as  he  pleases.  No,  my  Lords,  I  trust  no  such 
doctrine  will  ever  prevail  in  this  House.  Though  I  have  a 
high  esteem  for  the  gentleman  whose  name  has  been  so 
often  mentioned  in  this  debate,  I  confess,  if  he  were  my 
dearest  and  most  intimate  friend  I  should  positively  reject 
any  proposal  for  granting  so  unprecedented  an  indulgence, 
particularly  on  the  present  occasion,  when  so  much  may 
depend  on  his  testimony  ;  when,  I  may  venture  to  add,  his 
testimony  may  nearly  affect  the  dearest  and  most  important 
interests  of  this  country. 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh  moved  an  amendment  to  be  made 
to  the  said  motion,  by  leaving  out  the  words  "to-morrow," 
and  instead  thereof,  inserting  "Friday  next." 

The  Earl  of  Shelbume  was  severe  on  the  arguments  used 
by  the  noble  Lords  in  Administration,  relative  to  concealing 
people's  names.  He  always  suspected  those  who  gave  pri- 
vate information  under  a  condition  of  secrecy.  This  species 
of  secret-telling  was  generally  founded  in  personal  interest, 
or  sinister  views ;  for  which  reason,  whenever  secrets  coming 
tmder  this  description  were  imparted  to  him,  he  never  hesi- 
tated on  the  propriety  of  repeating  them,  unless  absolute 
silence  was  enjoined.  Such  were  the  sort  of  persons,  and 
such  were  the  views  he  had  strong  reason  to  suspect,  by 
which  the  noble  Earl  in  office  and  the  rest  of  his  brethren 


had  been  deceived  ;  and  he  was  sorry  to  understand,  by  the 
whole  of  the  doctrines  and  arguments  urged  in  the  course  of 
the  debate  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  that  such  men  are 
to  be  suffered  to  pui-sue  their  own  interest,  at  the  expense  of 
the  publick  ;  and  by  being  thus  protected  by  promises  of 
concealment,  will,  in  the  end,  he  feared,  be  permitted  to 
escape  with  impunity. 

The  question  was  put.  Whether  the  words  "  to-morrow" 
shall  stand  part  of  the  said  motion  ? 

It  was  resolved  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  inserting  "Friday  next," 
and  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative :  Contents  52 ;  Non- 
contents  21. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  said  Paper, 
intituled  "  Copy  of  the  Petition  of  the  Congress  to  the 
King,"  delivered  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmoiith  by  Messrs.  Penn 
and  Lee,  on  the  1st  of  &pte7iiber,  1775,  be  adjourned  till 
Friday  next ;  and  that  the  Lords  be  summoned. 

Ordered,  That  John  Penn,  Esq.,  do  attend  this  House 
on  Friday  next. 

Wednesday,  November  8,  1775. 

The  House  being  moved,  that  the  Order  made  yester- 
day for  the  attendance  of  John  Penn,  Esquire,  on  Friday 
next,  might  be  read, 

The  said  Order  was  accordingly  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Order  be  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  Richard  Penn,  Esquire,  do  attend  this 
House  on  Friday  next. 

Friday,  November  10,  1775. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  before  he  began  to  examine 
Mr.  Penn,  begged  leave  to  remove  an  apprehension  which 
seemed  to  prevail  with  several  of  their  Lordships  the  last 
day,  lest  that  gentleman,  from  the  delicacy  of  his  situation, 
should  be  obliged  to  answer  any  question  that  might  embar- 
rass him  in  relation  to  persons  or  opinions,  on  which  he 
would  wish  to  be  silent.  Aware  of  this,  he  had  drawn  up 
the  material  questions  he  meant  to  put  to  the  witness,  and 
delivered  him  a  copy,  desiring  to  point  out  such,  if  any,  as 
he  wished  to  decline  answering  ;  but  Mr.  Penn,  after  having 
perused  the  paper,  returned  it  to  him,  with  an  assurance  that 
none  of  the  questions  came  within  the  description  his  Grace 
seemed  so  solicitous  to  avoid. 

The  Earl  o^ Sandwich  animadverted  obliquely  on  this  pro- 
cedure :  said  it  looked  as  if  the  questions  and  answers  had 
been  previously  consulted  and  agreed  on  between  the  noble 
Duke  and  the  witness. 

The  Duke  o( Richmond  observed,  that  was  a  most  extra- 
ordinary interpretation  the  noble  Earl  put  on  his  conduct : 
he  imagined  that  the  candour  he  had  used  on  this  occasion 
would  have  met  with  a  different  construction ;  and  repre- 
hended the  noble  Earl  very  severely  on  the  impropriety  of 
his  conduct. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  replied,  that  he  was  within  the 
judgment  of  their  Lordships,  whether  he  deserved  the  re- 
proof now  given  him;  and  explained  his  words  by  saying 
he  did  not  mean  any  previous  consultation  as  originating 
from  his  Grace,  but  merely  a  general  consultation  relative 
to  the  subject  of  examination. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  taking  into  further 
consideration  the  Paper  laid  before  this  House  by  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth,  on  Monday  last,  by  his  Majesty's  command, 
intituled  "  Copy  of  the  Petition  of  the  Congress  to  the 
King,"  delivered  to  the  Earl  o( Dartmouth  by  Messrs.  Penn 
and  Lee,  on  the  1st  of  September,  1775  ;  and  for  the  Lords 
to  be  summoned ;  and  for  the  attendance  o{ Richard  Penn, 
Esq.: 

The  said  Mr.  Richard  Penn  was  called  in  ;  and,  being 
sworn,  was  examined  at  the  bar  as  follows  : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  America  1 

A.  I  have  resided  there  four  years. 

^.  How  long  were  you  in  the  Government  in  Pennsyl- 
vania 1 

A.  Just  two  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  or  have  you  heard  of  any  violence  or 
unfair  proceedings  in  the  election  of  the  members  of  the 
Continental  Congress? 

A.  I  have  not  heard  of  any. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  members  are  men  well  informed  of 
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the  temper,  disposition,  and  strength  of  their  respective  Pro- 
vinces, and  capable  of  conveying  the  sense  of  America  1 

A.  I  thini<  they  are  men  of  character,  and  capable  of 
conveying  the  sense  o(  America. 

^.  Do  you  think  that  their  several  proceedings  do,  in 
reality,  convey  the  genuine  sense  of  those  Provinces  you 
are  acquainted  with  ? 

A.  They  do  undoubtedly  convey  the  sense  of  the  Pro- 
vinces they  represent. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  they  do  convey  the 
tnie  sense  of  the  other  Provinces  ? 

A.  They  certainly  do  convey  the  sense  of  the  other 
Provinces  also. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  Provinces  will  be  governed  by  their 
decisions  ? 

A.  I  firmly  believe  the  Provinces  will  be  governed  by 
their  decisions  ? 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  present  war,  on  the  part 
oi  America,  is  levied  and  carried  on  by  the  directions  of  the 
Congress,  and  supported  by  the  inclination  and  zeal  of  the 
Colonists,  in  defence  of  their  liberty  ? 

A.  This  war  is  levied  and  carried  on  by  a  sense  of  the 
defence  of  their  liberties,  as  they  think. 

Q.  Can  you  think  that  it  is  levied  or  carried  on  by  any 
other  means  or  persons  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  is  carried  on  by  any  other  means  or 
account. 

Q.  Are  you  personally  acquainted  with  many  of  the 
mernrbers  of  the  Congress  ? 

A.  I  am  acquainted  with  almost  all  the  members  of  the 
Congress  ? 

Q.  Do  you  think  they  levy  and  carry  on  this  war  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  an  Independent  Empire  ? 

A.  I  think  they  do  not  carry  on  the  war  for  Indepen- 
dency. I  never  heard  them  breathe  sentiments  of  that 
nature. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  do  you  believe  they  have  taken 
up  arms? 

A.  In  defence  of  their  liberties. 

Q.  Were  you  in  America  at  the  time  the  Stamp  Act  was 
laid? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  What  effects  did  it  produce  ? 

A.  It  caused  great  discontent,  uneasiness,  and  distress. 

Q.  Were  you  there  when  it  was  repealed  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  What  effects  did  the  repeal  produce  ? 

A.  The  repeal  gave  great  joy,  and  the  anniversary  was 
kept  as  a  day  of  mirth  and  festivity. 

Q.  Were  the  Americans  satisfied  with  their  condition, 
notwithstanding  the  Declaratory  Act  accompanied  the  re- 
peal of  the  Stamp  Act  ? 

A.  They  were  satisfied  with  their  condition,  notwith- 
standing the  Declaratory  Act. 

Q.  \(  Great  Britain  had  left  things  in  the  state  they 
then  were,  do  you  think  America  would  have  remained  con- 
tent? 

A.  I  think  they  would  have  remained  content. 
■  Q.  Is  it  the  general  ojjinion  in  America  that  they  are 
able  to  resist  the  arms  of  Great  Britain,  employed  to  en- 
force taxation,  and  the  late  acts  complained  of  in  America  ? 

A.  It  is  the  opinion  of  all  I  have  ever  conversed  with. 

Q.  Is  the  spirit  of  resistance  to  these  acts  general,  as  far 
as  your  knowledge  goes  ? 

A.  Quite  general. 

Q.  VVhat  force  has  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  raised  ? 

A.  When  I  left  Fennsylvania,  they  had  twenty  thousand 
men  in  arms,  imbodied  but  not  in  pay ;  and  four  thousand 
five  hundred  men  since  raised. 

Q.  What  were  these  twenty  thousand  ?  Militia,  or  what  ? 

A.  They  were  volunteers  throughout  the  Province. 

Q.  What  were  the  four  thousand  five  hundred  ? 

A.  They  were  Minute-men,  when  upon  service  in  pay. 

Q.  Are  they  included  in  the  twenty  thousand  men,  or 
exclusive  of  them  ? 

A.  Exclusive. 

Q.  Doth  the  Province  contribute  money  besides  to  the 
Continental  Army? 

A.  They  do. 

Q.  How  many  men,  fit  to  bear  arms,  is  it  supposed  there 
are  in  Pennsylvania  7 


A.  Sixty  thousand. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  these  sixty  thousand  do  you  be- 
lieve would  willingly  come  forth,  if  necessary,  in  the  pre- 
sent contest  ? 

A.  All,  I  believe. 

Q.  Doth  Pennsylvania  grow  a  sufficient  quantity  of  corn 
to  supply  its  inhabitants? 

A.  Much  more  than  is  necessary ;  for  they  export  con- 
siderable every  year. 

^.  Do  they  make  gunpowder  in  Pennsylvania  1 

A.  They  have  lately. 

Q.  Have  tliey  taken  any  methods  to  procure  saltpetre? 

A.  They  have  established  several  works  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Q.  Do  they  cast  brass  cannon  ? 

A.  They  do  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

(^.  Have  they  the  materials  and  means  of  casting  iron 
cannon  ? 

A.  They  have,  in  great  plenty. 

Q.  Do  they  make  small-arms  ? 

A.  They  do,  in  great  numbers,  and  very  complete. 

Q.  Is  it  not  reckoned  that  there  are,  in  Pennsylvania  and 
New-York,  many  strong  posts,  and  considerable  rivers? 

A.  There  are. 

Q.  Are  there  bridges  over  the  principal  rivers  ? 

A.  Bridges  are  not  common ;  in  general,  there  are  fer- 
ries ;  the  rivers  are  too  rapid  for  bridges. 

Q.  Do  they  build  ships  in  Pennsylvania  1 

A.  They  do. 

Q.  Do  they  build  them  expeditiously  ? 

A.  Very  expeditiously. 

Q.  Of  what  burden  ? 

A.  Three  hundred  or  four  hundred  tons. 

Q.  Did  the  Congress  and  the  people  in  general  seem 
dissatisfied  with  the  reception  their  Petitions  had  met  with 
here? 

A.  The  Colonies  were  dissatisfied  with  the  reception  of 
their  Petitions  ;  they  had  conceived  great  hopes  from  that  I 
brought  over,  which  was  styled  the  olive-branch ;  and  I  wa.s 
complimented  by  my  friends  upon  being  the  bearer  thereof. 

^.  If  conciliatory  measures  are  not  speedily  pursued,  is 
it  not  to  be  feared  that  the  Congress  will  form  some  connec- 
tion with  foreign  Powers  ? 

A.  It  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  if  conciliatory  measures  are 
not  speedily  pursued. 

Q.  If  an)'-  connection  with  foreign  Powers  should  be 
formed,  do  you  not  think  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  to 
persuade  America  to  renounce  engagements  she  has  once 
entered  into  ? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  When  you  delivered  this  petition,  did  the  Secretary 
of  State  ask  you  any  questions  relative  to  that  country  ? 

A.  None  at  all. 

Q.  Did  he,  or  any  other  Minister,  at  any  other  time  since 
your  arrival,  ask  you  any  questions  as  to  the  state  or  tem- 
per of  America  1 

A.  I  have  not  been  asked  any  questions  by  persons  in 
authority. 

Q.  Did  most  thinking  men  in  Philadelphia  understand 
the  refusal  of  the  Petition  would  be  a  bar  to  all  reconcile- 
ment? 

A.  They  did. 

Examined  by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  read  the  Declaratory  Act  ? 

A.  I  have  not  read  it. 

Q.  Have  you  not  heard  of  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  heard  of  it,  but  not  much  discussed. 

^.  Do  you  think  that  the  Colonies  assent  to  the  follow- 
ing words :  "  That  the  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America 
ha°ve  been,  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  subordinate  unto, 
and  dependant  upon  the  imperial  Crown  and  Pariiament  of 
Great  Britain  ?" 

A.  The  Colonies,  I  believe,  are  inclined  to  acknowledge 
the  imperial  authority  of  Great  Britain,  but  not  in  taxation. 

Q.  Do  you  think  they  acquiesce  in  every  other  sense  of 
the  Declaratory  Act  except  taxation  ? 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  objected  to  the  question.  He 
insisted  it  was  neither  fair  nor  Pariiamentary  to  lead  the. 
witness  into  discussions  of  such  an  intricate  nature,  for  the 
purpose  of  involving  him  in  confusion  and  consequent  con- 
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tradiction.  It  was  a  subject  of  a  very  abstruse  and  intricate 
nature  ;  men  of  the  fii-st-rate  abilities  and  experience  enter- 
tained difl'erent  opinions  concerning  it,  and  it  was  of  course 
out  of  the  view  entirely  of  examinations  at  their  Lordships' 
bar. 

Tlie  Earl  of  Sandunch  replied,  he  was  strictly  within 
order;  that  the  witness's  own  sentiments  were  not  desired; 
but  seemin"  to  be  so  well  acquainted  with  the  persons  of  the 
members  who  composed  the  Congress,  it  was  ])robable  they 
mi"-ht  have  communicated  their  0|)inions  to  him  on  the  pre- 
sent subject  of  inquiry. 

The  witness  at  the  commenoement  of  this  conversation, 
having  been  desired  to  withdraw,  was  again  called  in,  and 
replied : 

A.  Believes  the  Colonies  acquiesce  in  the  words  of  the 
Declaratory  Law. 

Q.  Was  there  no  violence  used  in  the  election  of  the 
members  of  the  Congress  ? 

A.  I  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  only  respecting  Penn- 
sylvania, where  they  were  elected  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
biy. 

Q.  Do  you  know  all  the  members  of  the  Congress  ? 

A.  I  am  acquainted  with  almost  all  of  them. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Harrison  ? 

A.  I  do ;  he  is  a  Delegate  from  Virginia. 

Q.  Is  he  a  man  of  good  character  ? 

A.  I  believe  him  to  be  so,  I  never  heard  to  the  con- 
trary. 

Q.  Is  he  able  to  convey  the  sense  of  the  Province  he 
represents  ? 

A.  I  imagine  so,  or  they  would  not  have  elected  iiim. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  America 
in  general  ? 

A.  I  am  particularly  acquainted  only  with  the  sentiments 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  of  the  Resolutions  of  Suffolk  in 
Massachusetts-Bay  1 

A.  I  have. 

Q.  Have  the  Congress  declared  their  approbation  of 
them  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  have ;  it  was  in  the  publick  papers. 

Q.  Have  you  not  heard  of  violences  committed  on  per- 
sons for  speaking  their  opinions  ? 

A.  Not  in  Pennsylvania. 

Q.  Are  the  sentiments  of  the  Northern  and  Southern 
Provinces  similar  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  are. 

Q.  Are  the  people  of  the  different  Provinces  in  a  state 
of  freedom  ? 

A.  They  think  themselves  so. 

Q.  Would  not  persons,  who  were  to  advance  sentiments 
different  from  the  Congress,  be  in  danger? 

A.  I  believe  they  would. 

Q.  Do  not  you  know  of  people  having  been  persecuted 
for  their  opinions  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  thing  in  Pennsylvania, 
during  my  residence  there. 

Q.  Have  you  not  heard  of  such  things  in  other  Colonies  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  so. 

Q.  What  notice  did  the  Congress  take  of  the  Resolutions 
of  the  House  of  Commons  last  year  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  they  always  keep  their  deliberations 
to  themselves. 

Q.  Was  the  plan  proposed  by  Lord  Chatham  last  year 
taken  notice  of  by  the  Congress  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

^.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Congress  published  any- 
thing as  to  the  Resolutions  of  last  year  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  recollect. 

Q.  Was  the  conciliatory  plan  of  last  year  considered  in 
the  Provinces  ? 

A.  It  was  considered  m  Pennsylvania,  and  rejected  by  the 
House  of  Assembly,  because  they  would  not  forsake  their 
sister  Colonies,  nor  do  anything  without  consulting  tiiem. 

Q.  What  sort  of  men  were  the  twenty  thousand  men 
who  offered  to  enroll  themselves  ? 

A.  They  were  men  of  the  first  character  and  fortune. 

Q.  Were  they  not  all  persons  of  property,  or  possessing 
land? 

A.  There  might  be  some  others  among  them,  but  in 
general  they  were  so. 


Q.  Unless  the  Congress  had  the  confidence  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, could  tliey  have  any  other  means  of  enforcing  obe- 
dience to  their  ortlei-s  ? 

A.  They  could  not. 

<^.  Doth  the  Congress  meet  with  the  general  approba- 
tion of  America  1 

A.  When  the  Congress  was  first  proposed  no  one  oppo- 
sed it ;  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  wish  of  the  peoiiie. 

Q.  Could  a  sufficient  number  of  people  be  found  to 
support  any  one  in  speaking  or  writing  against  the  Con- 
gress ? 

A.  No. 

Examined  by  the  Earl  o/ Denbigh. 

Q.  Are  you  master  of  the  charter  of  Pennsylvania? 

A.  I  believe  I  am;  I  have  read  it  often. 

Q.  Are  the  inhabitants  well  satisfied  with  their  charter? 

A.  I  believe  they  are  perfectly  so. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  clause  that  subjects  them  to  taxa- 
tion? 

A.  I  do  know  that  clause. 

Q.  Do  you  think  they  are  satisfied  with  it  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  it  not  the  object  of  the  Congress  to  throw  off  the 
regulations  of  their  trade? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Have  not  the  Congress  persecuted  the  people  ? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Would  not  the  most  opulent  inhabitants  prefer  free- 
dom under  this  country,  to  what  they  now  enjoy  ? 

A.  They  would  prefer  it  to  any  other  state  of  freedom. 

Q.  Do  you  think  they  wish  to  support  the  measures  of 
the  Congress  at  present  ? 

A.  It  is  firmly  my  opinion  that  they  do,  but  wish,  at  the 
same  time,  for  a  reconciliation  with  this  country. 

Q.  When  you  said  that  Pennsylvania  was  satisfied  with 
the  clause  in  their  charter  concerning  taxation,  did  you  mean 
to  say,  that  they  were  willing  to  be  taxed  by  Parliament  ? 

A.  I  do  not  believe  Pennsylvania  would  be  satisfied  to 
be  taxed  by  tliis  country,  and  by  their  own  Government 
too. 

He  was  directed  to  withdraw. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  then  rose,  and  said  he  would 
show  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  reconciliation  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies.  That  the  Colonists  were 
disposed  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  differences  was  evi- 
dent from  the  very  last  petition  which  had  been  presented 
from  the  Congress  to  the  King.  The  prayer  of  that  petition 
was,  "  for  a  restoration  of  peace,"  and  it  was  pressed  home 
on  the  consideration  of  Parliament  by  the  language  it  was 
clothed  in,  which  was  that  of  dutiful  submission  to  the  so- 
vereignty of  Great  Britain,  as  far  as  the  sovereignty  was 
compatible  with  those  rights  secured  to  freemen  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  empire.  This,  and  infinitely  more  might 
be  said  in  behalf  of  the  restoration  of  peace,  that  it  was  the 
object  panted  after  by  one,  and  it  was  the  only  thing  condu- 
cive to  the  happiness  of  both  of  the  belligerent  Powers. 
Should  the  war  be  pertinaciously  pursued,  what,  unless 
carnage,  desolation,  an  augmentation  of  expense,  and  every 
evil  resulting  fi-oni  civil  discord,  were  to  be  expected  ? 
If  the  conquest  of  America  was  the  measure  proposed,  in 
his  apprehension  the  difficulties  resulting  from  the  attempt 
were  of  such  a  magnitude  as  hardly  to  be  surmounted  in 
the  given  state  of  things.  The  Americans,  whether  they 
had  or  had  not  the  courage  to  make  use  of  arms,  were  at 
least  expert  in  the  mode  of  using  them.  They  had  re- 
sources within  themselves  for  the  subsistence  of  their  armies, 
and  they  were  intimately  acquainted  with  all  the  passes  and 
defiles  throughout  their  country.  On  the  other  hand,  an 
army  transported  from  England  to  America  had  subsistence 
to  seek  for  on  the  sjxjt,  or  must  wait  in  expectation  of  suc- 
cours from  Great  Britain.  To  any  Peer  who  had  consult- 
ed the  state  of  the  country,  it  must  be  evident  that  there 
was  one  almost  insuperable  difficulty  with  which  an  army 
would  have  to  struggle :  America  abounded  with  vast  rivers  ; 
the  rapidity  of  the  currents  rendered  the  construction  of 
bridges  so  insecure,  as  hitherto  to  dissuade  the  inhabitants 
from  the  futility  of  the  attempt.  An  army,  therefore,  would 
find  those  rivei-s  so  many  natural  barriers  against  every  effort 
they  might  make  to  penetrate  the  interior  parts  of  the  coun- 
try.    But  admitting  the  army  advanced  to  any  given  spot 
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conjecture  might  choose  to  specify  ;  was  it  certain  that,  by 
the  conquest  of  this  or  that  town,  the  spirit  of  the  people 
would  be  broken,  or  the  ferocity  of  their  passion  for  liberty 
restrained  within  just  such  bounds  of  decorum  as  Parliament 
might  prescribe?  If  this  could  not  be  ensured,  the  depo- 
pulation of  villages,  or  the  levelling  of  towns,  were  triumphs 
which  cruelty  only  could  delight  in,  or  a  thirst  for  blood 
propose.  What  proofs,  however,  had  we  to  exhibit,  that 
even  our  arms  would  be  attended  with  such  success  as  to 
carry  fire  and  sword  undefeated  throughout  the  continent  ? 
The  troops  under  the  command  of  General  Gage  had  acted 
bravely  ;  but  what  victory  had  they  achieved  ?  The  un- 
happy affair  at  Lexington  evinced,  that  those  regiments 
which  were  to  "  look"  the  Armricans  into  subjection,  did  not 
altogether  carry  such  terrour  in  their  countenances.  Hence, 
in  his  judgment,  from  the  specimens  already  afforded ;  from 
considering  the  state  of  the  country  on  the  one  hand,  the 
disposition  of  the  })eople  on  the  other,  and  the  various  accu- 
mulating difficulties  attending  the  subsistence  of  the  army, 
in  proportion  as  it  was  further  advanced  from  the  mart  of 
supplies — all  these  circumstances  collectively  taken,  formed 
grounds  sufficient  to  pronounce  on  the  impracticability  of 
the  conquest. 

But  laying  aside  for  one  moment  the  practicability  of 
conquest,  whither  were  we  to  turn  our  eyes  for  that  colossal 
army  by  which  the  reduction  of  America  was  to  be  effected  ? 
The  noble  Duke  had  heard  of  twenty  thousand  Russians. 
This  might  be  mere  matter  of  report ;  but  as  Ministry  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  afford  Parliament  any  solid  information, 
report  was  all  that  Peers  now  had  to  debate  on.  There 
was  such  a  fluctuation  of  men,  though  no  change  of  mea- 
sures, that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  conjecture  to  whom 
he  should  apply  for  information.  Whether  or  not  the  noble 
Lord  in  red  [Lord  Lytielton]  was  now  a  Minister  of  the  day, 
could  not  with  certainty  be  pronounced  ;  if  the  Peer  alluded 
to  was  in  the  secrets  of  Government,  he  might  possibly  in- 
dulge the  House  with  some  information  respecting  the  twenty 
thousand  Russiam  intended  to  be  sent  against  America.  In 
the  interim,  the  noble  Duke  thought  it  by  no  means  inex- 
pedient to  state  the  expensiveness  of  the  measure,  as  a  prin- 
cipal reason  why  it  should  be  reprobated.  The  transporta- 
tion of  twenty  thousand  Russians  would  cost  Government 
five  hundred  tliousand  pounds.  An  equal  number  of  British 
troops  should  be  sent  at  the  same  period,  or  Ministry  might 
find  that  the  Russians,  instead  of  conquering  America  for 
England,  would  take  possession  of  it  themselves,  in  virtue 
of  that  law  of  conquest,  acknowledged  by  all  freebooters. 
That  the  Russians  would  gladly  emigrate  to  America,  no 
person  could  doubt  who  was  in  the  smallest  degree  acquaint- 
e'd  with  the  dispositions  of  those  people.  Shoals  of  Cossacks 
were  continually  deserting  their  country,  to  seek  more  com- 
fortable settlements  in  the  north  of  China :  seventy  thousand 
of  these  Cossacks,  proceeding  on  such  a  plan,  had  lately 
bidden  adieu  to  the  Russian  empire.  It  could  not,  therefore, 
be  imagined,  that  twenty  thousand  Russians  would  have 
the  least  objection  to  be  sent,  free  of  expense,  to  America ; 
but  there  was  much  reason  to  suspect,  that,  when  there, 
they  might  think  the  advantages  resulting  from  submitting  to 
the  American  Congress  preferable  to  those  they  could  derive 
from  defending  the  measures  of  a  British  Parliament. 

His  Grace  next  treated  the  plan  of  sending  live  stock  to 
Boston,  in  order  to  supply  the  King's  troops  with  fresh  meat, 
with  great  ridicule,  and  showed  the  difficulties  the  army 
would  have  to  encounter,  supposing  they  should  be  able  to 
penetrate  into  the  country :  a  close  country  in  some  places, 
in  others  abounding  in  forests  and  underwoods,  intersected 
by  deep  and  broad  rivers ;  but,  above  all,  a  country  where 
every  bush  would  conceal  an  enemy ;  where  the  cultivated 
parts  would  be  laid  waste,  and  the  army,  (if  any  army  could 
march  or  subsist,)  would  be  obliged  to  draw  all  its  provisions 
from  Europe,  and  all  its  fresh  meat  from  Smithfield  market. 
Supposing,  then,  that  the  troops  had  scarcely  anything  to 
impede  their  progress,  yet  the  necessity  of  carrying  along 
with  them  everything  they  wanted,  through  a  country  thus 
rendered  a  desert,  would  give  birth  to  such  an  innumerable 
train  of  difficulties,  as  no  General,  however  experienced, 
would  be  able  to  obviate ;  nor  no  troops,  however  brave, 
be  able  to  surmount.  To  this  picture  he  contrasted  the 
contents  of  the  paper  now  on  their  Lordships'  table — the 
Petition  from  the  Continental  Congress  to  the  King — which 
breathes  nothing  but  loyalty  and  obedience  to  his  Majesty, 

FouKTH  Series. — Vol.  vi.  i 


and  submission  to  the  constitutional  claims  of  Parliament. 
Here  his  Grace  referred  to  several  passages,  expressive  of 
those  sentiments,  and  again  alluded  to  several  parts  of  the 
evidence  in  affirmance  of  their  sincerity  ;  and  concluded  by 
drawing  a  picture  of  the  various  blessings  that  would  be 
derived,  and  the  innumerable  evils  that  would  be  averted, 
should  their  Lordships  think  proper  to  take  the  Petition  into 
consideration,  on  the  foot  of  deeming  it  a  proper  foundation 
of  treaty  and  concession.     His  Grace  then  moved, 

"  That  the  matter  of  the  said  Petition  affords  ground  of 
conciliation  of  the  unhappy  differences  subsisting  between 
the  mother  country  and  the  Colonies ;  and  that  it  is  highly 
necessary  that  proper  steps  be  immediately  taken  for  attain- 
ing so  desirable  an  object." 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  contended,  it  was  impossible  to 
recognise  the  Petition  which  was  the  subject  of  the  present 
motion,  without  at  the  same  instant  relinquishing  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  British  Pariiament.  It  was  no  longer  a 
question  about  taxation,  about  the  quantum  to  be  raised,  or 
the  mode  of  raising  it ;  it  was  not  the  conquest,  but  the  alle- 
giance of  the  Colonies,  which  Administration  were  desirous 
of  obtaining.  In  estimating  the  force  necessary  for  the  sub- 
jugation of  America,  as  well  as  in  stating  the  necessity  of 
immediate  conciliation,  the  noble  Duke  had  proceeded  on 
the  supposition  of  there  being  two  equal  belligerent  Powers 
engaged  in  a  contest  which  it  was  the  interest  of  both  to 
have  decided  by  accommodation.  Had  the  noble  Duke 
purposely  forgotten  that  the  belligerent  Power,  whose  prow- 
ess he  had  so  much  extolled,  was  composed  of  subjects,  now 
in  open  rebellion  against  the  parent  State  ?  In  proportion 
as  the  Americans  were  more  capable  of  resistance,  the  virtue 
of  abstaining  from  such  an  unjustifiable  conduct  would  have 
been  more  conspicuous.  To  extol,  therefore,  the  power  of 
the  Colonists,  was  only  to  heighten  the  degree  of  their  guilt 
in  exerting  that  power  against  the  very  state  which  had 
afforded  them  protection  through  an  age  of  infancy,  and 
had  nurtured  them  to  manhood  at  the  expense  of  blood  and 
treasure.  The  noble  Lord  adverted  to  a  question  which 
had  been  propounded  to  Mr.  Penn,  respecting  "  the  silence 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  when  the  Peti- 
tion from  the  Congress  to  the  King  was  delivered  for  pre- 
sentation." It  had  been  remarked,  with  some  degree  of 
surprise,  that  not  a  syllable  of  answer  had  been  returned. 
Was  not  silence  in  matters  of  this  nature  perfectly  conform- 
able to  the  usage  of  office?  Was  it  not  a  fact  of  notoriety, 
that  the  King  is  not  expected  to  give  an  answer  to  any  Pe- 
tition, unless  presented  to  him  on  the  throne  ?  It  would  liave 
been  highly  indecent,  therefore,  in  the  Secretary,  to  have 
given  an  answer  unauthorized.  If  the  silence  was  construed 
into  a  disapprobation  of  the  Petition,  it  was,  in  the  noble 
Lord's  opinion,  a  very  justifiable  construction.  The  Peti- 
tion, in  terms,  was  unexceptionable,  but  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  softness  of  the  language  was  pur- 
posely adopted  to  conceal  the  most  traitorous  designs.  Did 
it  become  the  offending  party  to  dictate  the  terms  on  which 
peace  would  be  accepted  ? 

The  Earl  of  Shelbume  began  with  obseiTing,  that  this 
was  not  a  time  to  enter  into  the  conduct  of  the  Americans 
on  the  one  hand,  or  that  of  Ministers  on  the  other ;  yet  he 
could  not  think  it  possible  but  that  a  day  must  come,  when 
the  conduct- of  Ministers  would  be  inquired  into.  For  the 
arrival  of  that  day  his  Lordship  reserved  himself;  in  the  in- 
terim, he  could  not  return  to  his  habitation  with  an  appro- 
ving sense  of  having  discharged  his  duty,  without  delivering 
those  sentiments  which,  after  making  up  his  mind  on  the 
subject,  he  professed  to  flow  from  the  principles  of  his  heart. 
His  Lordship  entirely  concurred  with  the  motion ;  he  adopted 
the  Petition  from  the  Congress  to  the  King,  as  affording 
grounds  of  conciliation  :  he  closed  with  those  grounds,  and 
he  thought  Administration  should  do  the  same,  for  this, 
amongst  other  cogent  reasons — because  there  remained  no 
other  alternative. 

In  his  apprehension,  there  were  only  two  obstacles  which 
could  be  urged  against  the  motion  for  accepting  the  Peti- 
tion from  the  Congress  as  a  basis  for  reconciliation.  It  might 
be  urged,  in  the  first  place, 

That  to  yield  to  the  proposal  of  the  Colonists  was  to  give 
up  the  point  of  taxation. 

In  the  next  place  it  might  be  censured, 

As  derogating  from  the  dignity  of  Pariiament  to  treat  with 
an  assembly  not  legalized  as  a  Congress. 
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The  first  objection  was  nugatory.  It  was  not  in  tho  order 
of  time  to  urwe  such  an  objection.  The  point  of  taxation 
had  repeatedly  been  given  up,  even  by  llie  Ministers  them- 
selves. To  make  tl)at  an  obstacle,  which  had  been  already 
yielded  as  of  no  avail,  was  to  conjure  up  the  phantom  of  an 
objection,  for  the  purpose  of  combating  the  substance  of 
truth.  The  right  of  taxation  had,  from  the  first,  been  chi- 
merical. Expedients  to  obtain  an  acknowledgment  of  that 
ri^ht  had  been  several  ways  tried.  Taking  money  without 
the  consent  of  the  people  was  so  fundamentally  wrong,  that 
the  more  we  consider  it,  the  more  we  must  be  convinced  that 
we  have  no  right  to  tax  America.  No  subtlety  of  lawyers 
can  subvert  this  truth  ;  nothing  can  be  more  directly  in  point 
than  the  example  of  Ireland.  Ireland  had  been  the  place 
chosen  for  a  trial  of  skill,  because  Ireland  stood  in  so  simi- 
lar a  predicament  with  America,  that  an  acquiescence  in  the 
matter  of  taxation  would  afford  a  precedent  to  Ministers  for 
coercing  America  witli  right  on  their  side.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing all  the  ductile  arts  of  Government ;  notwitiistand- 
ing  the  advantages  resulting  fi-om  a  great  Court  Lord,  sent 
over  Lord-Lieutenant  to  that  kingdom,  and  a  military  Se- 
cretary, the  Commons  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  ad- 
vance a  single  step  beyond  the  usual  track.  It  was  found 
impossible  to  persuade  the  managere  of  the  business  to  let 
the  term  of  "  Parliament"  be  foisted  into  the  Address :  not 
but  that  the  advantages  held  out  were  considerable,  for  as- 
surances had  been  given  by  the  servants  of  the  Crown  that 
no  bad  use  would  be  made  of  the  concession.  On  the  con- 
trary, let  the  American  war  cost  what  it  would,  Ireland 
should  never  be  called  on  to  contribute  a  shilling  towards 
defraying  the  expense.  From  this  it  was  too  plaifi  who  were 
to  be  the  unhappy  sufferers  under  the  burden  of  this  niin- 
ous  and  unnatural  war.  The  rejection  of  the  proposal 
evinced  the  extreme  caution  of  Ireland  not  to  afford  a  co- 
lourable pretext  for  the  exercise  of  a  right,  the  existence  of 
which  she  formally  disclaimed.  Hence  the  precedent,  so 
industriously  laboured  for,  was  not  so  happily  created  as  Mi- 
nistry could  have  wished  ;  and  hence  the  point  of  taxation 
had  been  yielded,  because  the  arguments  of  subtlety  were 
not  sufficient  for  its  support.  The  point  of  taxation  having 
been  given  up,  for  what  were  we  longer  to  contend  ?  And 
if  there  was  nothing  of  a  substantial  nature  for  which  a  con- 
test should  be  continued,  peace  should  be  immediately  em- 
braced, as  the  only  eligible  alternative. 

Admitting  the  necessity  of  peace,  what  prevented  but  that 
we  should  set  about  the  work  of  accommodation  ?  Should 
the  idea  of  treating  with  a  Congress  obstruct  our  procedure  in 
pacifick  measures  ?  There  was  a  time  when  American  Con- 
gresses were  highly  respected  by  Government.  When  Lord 
Halifax,  Mr.  George  Grenville,  Mr.  Oswald,  and  other  able 
men  sat  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  an  American  Congress  had 
been  constituted  by  their  advice ;  the  measure  met  their 
ideas.  What  wise  men  once  approved,  deserved  better 
treatment  than  hasty  reprobation.  If  it  derogated  not  from 
the  dignity  of  Parliament  to  treat  with  the  Congress,  it 
remained  only  to  consider  what  were  the  grounds  of  concili- 
ation afforded  in  the  Petition  from  the  Delegates.  His  Ma- 
jesty was  besought  "  to  recall  his  troops ;"  which  could  only 
be  construed  as  a  prayer  for  the  suspension  of  arms.  "  A 
repeal  of  sundry  acts  were  solicited."  The  acts  alluded  to 
could  only  mean  those  which  struck  at  the  fisheries,  at  the 
trade,  and  at  the  American  charters,  added  to  that  infamous 
Canada  bill,  which  sacrifice'd  the  law,  the  liberty,  and  the 
religion  of  England,  to  French  law,  French  despotism,  and 
Popiih  superstitition.  The  Americans  had  talked  of  the 
repeal  of  the  acts  passed  since  1763.  The  noble  Lord 
conceived  this  proposition  to  contain  no  more  than  that  the 
Colonists  wished  for  the  re])eal  of  the  "  burdensome  parts 
of  those  acts."  An  absolute  and  unconditional  repeal,  it 
would  neither  be  wise  in  the  one  party  to  ask,  nor  prudent 
iu  the  other  party  to  grant.  So  far  as  the  custom-house 
laws  in  America  were  necessary  to  the  due  regulation  of 
trade,  and  the  maintenance  of  our  monopoly,  he  should  be 
for  supporting  them. 

Admitting  Ministry  thus  far  advanced  in  a  plan  of  concili- 
ation ;  as  a  suspension  of  hostilities  would  carry  the  appear- 
ance of  peace,  a  restoration  of  charters  would  wear  the 
aspect  of  returning  liberty ;  both  measures  would  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Americans  as  evincing  a  desire  of  accommo- 
dation. Thus  far,  then,  the  Petition  afforded  grounds  of 
conciliation.    Were  these  grounds  adopted,  he  pledged  him- 


self to  the  House,  that  he  would  be  answerable  with  his 
life  Great  Britain  might  afterwards  dictate  terms  for  herself. 
This  proposition  surely  met  the  ideas  of  those  who  were 
most  strenuous  in  asserting  the  supremacy  of  this  country ; 
for  could  there  be  a  more  exalted  instance  of  supremacy, 
than  that  of  dictating  like  conquerors,  and  being  obeyed  like 
sovereigns  ?  The  misfortune  was,  that  as  in  some  cases 
Ministry  supposed  facts  which  were  untrue,  for  the  sake  of 
the  consequences ;  on  the  present  occasion  salutary  truths 
had  been  deemed  fictitious,  lest  their  adoption  should  have 
led  to  the  pui-suit  of  conciliatory  measures.  Acts  which 
had  been  passed  in  direct  opposition  to  the  citizens  oi London, 
were  frequently  prefaced  by  a  preamble,  setting  forth  "  that, 
in  consideration  of  the  solicitations  of  his  Majesty's  faith- 
ful citizens,  it  had  been  thought  necessary  to  enact  such  and 
such  particulars."  Such  was  the  recent  case  of  the  act  for 
the  Adelphi  embankment,  though  the  city  of  London  strug- 
gled against  it,  as  a  violent  proceeding  of  partiality  to  the 
invaders  of  their  property  and  of  injustice  to  them.  To  put 
an  end  to  the  destructive  ravages  of  civil  war,  by  opening  a 
door  of  reconciliation,  Ministry  would  have  been  forgiven, 
had  they  supposed  even  a  non-existing  case ;  yet  when  au- 
thentick  vouchers  stared  them  in  the  face,  they  shunned 
conviction  by  questioning  the  sincerity  of  those  who  sued 
for  peace. 

The  object  of  contention  ought  not  now  to  be,  whether 
we  obtained  the  full  completion  of  our  desires  ;  but  whether, 
in  the  given  situation  of  things,  we  could  prudendy  neglect 
such  grounds  of  conciliation  as  were  afforded  in  the  Peti- 
tion. A  wish  to  conciliate  being  once  evinced,  there  were 
other  plans  which  merited  notice.  Among  those,  he  could 
not  but  give  the  preference  to  that  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham. 
Nor  was  this  influenced  by  any  private  motive  ;  it  would  be 
vain  and  preposterous  in  him  to  insinuate  that  his  connec- 
tion with  that  noble  Earl  was  anything  but  a  political  one. 
The  disparity  of  their  years  rendered  private  friendship  un- 
attainable. He  considered  the  Earl  of  Chatham  yet  as  the 
greatest  ornament  of  the  two  Houses,  in  which  he  had  shone 
with  such  unrivalled  lustre,  the  most  efficient  servant  of  the 
Crown,  and,  while  he  had  life  in  him,  the  nerve  of  Great 
Britain.  A  plan  from  such  a  man,  that  had  been  mentioned 
with  approbation  by  one  of  our  most  ancient  and  respectable 
Colonies,  Virginia ;  that  contained  the  real  substantial  points, 
without  subtlety  or  refinement,  which  this  country  ought  to 
aim  at,  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  most  eligible.  The  propo- 
sals held  forth  in  Lord  North's  motion  (divested  of  the  insi- 
dious purpose  under  which  they  had  been  couched)  would 
call  for  attention.  To  appropriate  the  trade  revenue  for  the 
support  of  a  colonial  establishment  was  judicious.  It  inte- 
rested the  people  in  the  prosecution  of  their  trade,  and  it 
taught  them  to  inspect  into  the  application  of  their  moneys. 
Other  plans  had  been  framed  by  persons  in  the  other  House, ' 
devised  with  ingenuity  and  wisdom :  plans  to  the  same  pur- 
pose had  been  proposed  without  doors,  which  deserved  at- 
tention ;  for  it  must  be  narrow-minded  bigotry,  which  could 
suppose  sense  confined  to  the  walls  of  Parliament.  But 
whenever  Ministry  set  about  conciliation  in  earnest,  they 
would  find  a  very  great  difficulty  in  adjusting  matters  re- 
specting the  forces  which  were  to  remain  in  America.  The 
late  disputes  had  engendered  violent  animosities  on  both 
sides.  Time  only  could  abate  the  fervour  of  hatred,  or 
meliorate  dislike  into  esteem.  The  brown  and  red  coats 
would  not  consort  together  hereafter,  and  not  ail  the  strata- 
gems of  Government  would  make  strife  subside,  and  mutual 
amity  prevail. 

Talking,  however,  about  plans  of  conciliation,  when  no- 
thing conciliatory  was  meant,  profited  little.  Ministry  had 
predeterminded  on  their  measures,  and  Parliament  was  only 
assembled  to  give  them  the  colour  of  legality.  The  doc- 
trine now  advanced  by  those  in  office  was,  "  that  the  money 
should  be  furnished  before  the  mode  of  expenditure  was 
ascertained."  If  Ministers  were  questioned  as  to  the  mea- 
sures they  intended  to  pursue,  the  answer  returned  was, 
"  that  the  King  had  concerted  his  measures,  but  they  were 
not  to  be  divulged."  Tims  the  hereditary  counsellors  of 
the  nation  were  left  to  debate  without  information,  or  )neld 
assent  to  measures  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  kingdom. 
Thus  much  only  could  be  gathered :  a  most  pernicious  sys- 
tem of  warfare  was  meant  to  be  pursued  ;  an  army  of  seventy 
thousand  men  was  to  be  raised;  Hanoverians  had  sailed 
for  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon.     The  three  regiments  des- 
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lined  to  Quebeck  had  been  happily  driven  back  into  M7- 
ford-Uaven.  Had  they  proceeded  in  their  voyage  tiiey  never 
could  have  reached  their  destination,  but  would  probably 
have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  rigour  of  the  climate,  and  a 
tempestuous  season.  Had  it  been  necessary  to  send  troops, 
they  ought  not  to  have  been  embarked  at  a  season  which 
rendered  it  impossible  for  the  transports  to  reach  St.  Law- 
rence whilst  that  river  was  navigable.  Tiie  noble  Ijord  at 
the  head  of  the  Admiralty  had  not  been  bred  to  the  sea, 
consequently  his  negative  availed  little  against  the  testimo- 
nies of  many  gentlemen  in  the  Marine  Department,  who  all 
concurred  in  declaring,  "  that  the  River  St.  Laivrence  was 
rendered  innavigable  by  the  latter  end  of  October,  or  the 
beginning  of  November." 

With  respect  to  the  twenty  thousand  Russians,  his  Lord- 
ship addressed  the  Ministers  in  the  following  terms :  There 
are  Powers  in  Europe  who  will  not  suffer  such  a  body  of 
Russians  to  be  transported  to  Ameiica.  I  speak  fram  inform- 
ation. The  Ministers  know  what  I  mean.  Some  Power 
has  already  interfered  to  stop  the  success  of  the  Russian 
negotiation.  As  for  expecting  neutrality  from  France,  Ad- 
ministration know  that  their  conduct  towards  France  hath 
not  been  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  acquiescence  from  that 
quarter.  Tlie  Landgrave  of  Hesse  hath  few  men  to  spare. 
He  passed  the  summer  at  Paris,  which  did  not  seem  as  if 
he  was  inclined  to  negotiate  with  us  for  a  subsidy.  The 
Elector  of  Hanover  may  have  more  men  to  spare  than  we 
have  hitherto  been  taught  to  imagine. 

But  hiring  foreign  troops  is  not  the  only  censurable  mea- 
sure. Such  scandalous  jobs  have  prevailed,  as,  on  repeti- 
tion, would  put  common  honesty  to  the  blush.  Scarcely  a 
single  day  has  passed  wherein  I  have  not  received  several 
letters — some  from  private  soldiers,  others  from  officei's — all 
of  which  have  unfolded  scenes  of  singular  iniquity.  The 
complaints  against  the  fraudulent  practices  of  the  contrac- 
tors and  others  who  serve  the  army,  are  universal. 

Nor  are  jobs  barely  sanctified :  when  they  arise  not  natu- 
rally out  of  the  business,  an  occasion  is  devised  which  will 
give  rise  to  them.  A  most  chimerical  design  was  sometime 
since  on  the  tapis.  It  was  proposed  to  send  light-horse  to 
America.  I  had  the  curiosity  to  inquire  into  the  origin  of 
so  absurd  a  plan,  and  I  was  told  there  was  a  precedent  for 
the  measure;  though  I  was  not  informed  who  found  the 
precedent,  yet  I  very  well  knew  of  what  profession  he  was. 
I  was  referred  to  Lord  Oxford's  Letter  to  Queen  Anne.  In 
that  curious  piece  the  noble  Lord  ascribes  his  misfortunes  to 
a  job  of  this  nature.  The  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds 
was  charged  in  an  account  for  an  ideal  project  of  this  kind. 
Lord  Oxford  exclaimed  against  the  measure,  but  he  was 
overruled  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  roundly  asserted, 
"  that  no  Government  was  worth  serving  that  would  not  let 
them  make  those  advantages,  and  get  such  jobs."  How 
far  the  last  four  years  of  Queen  Anne's  reign  bear  an  exact 
resemblance  to  the  present  era,  must  be  left  to  the  determi- 
nation of  the  impartial  historian. 

The  noble  Lord  then  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  few  matters  of  fact,  which  he  said  ought  to  prevail  with 
Ministry  to  discontinue  their  hostile  measures,  and  conciliate 
while  conciliation  was  left  to  their  option.  The  army  which 
was  sent  last  year,  and  which,  it  was  then  vainly  boasted, 
would  look  the  Americans  into  submission,  had  not  been 
able  to  look  them  in  the  face. 

Attempts  had  been  made  to  inlist  Irish  Roman  Catho- 
licks ;  Ministry  knew  those  attempts  had  proved  unsuccess- 
ful. The  Canadians  had  been  excited  to  take  a  part  in  the 
quarrel ;  they  had  wisely  declined  to  interfere  in  the  busi- 
ness. Ministers  knew  this  to  be  undeniably  true.  The 
Indians  had  been  tampered  with.  A  trial  of  skill  had  been 
made  to  let  the  savages,  in  the  back  settlements,  loose  on 
the  Provincial  subjects  of  Great  Britain.  Barbarous  as  was 
the  measure,  and  cowardly  as  was  the  attempt,  it  had  failed 
of  the  wished-for  success.  Savage  Indians  were  not  quite 
so  callous  to  the  feelings  of  humanity  as  British  Ministers. 
Equally  fruitless  had  all  attempts  to  divide  the  Colonies 
hitherto  proved.  America  felt  her  strength  only  in  propor- 
tion to  her  union,  and  the  little  paltry  policy  to  multiply 
jealousies  and  create  divisions,  by  guarding  the  Colonists 
against  insidiousness,  had  strengthened  instead  of  weakened 
the  great  cement  of  union.  Whilst  thus  defeated  on  the 
continent,  at  home  Administration  had  found  themselves  in- 
capable of  raising  the  number  of  men  required.     Recruits 


had  not  offered  with  alacrity ;  officers  had  not  made  volun- 
tary tendei-s  of  their  services;  they,  in  general,  disrelished 
the  business.  Such  reluctance  in  those  who  are  to  be  in- 
strumental in  carrying  on  the  measures,  ought  to  operate 
with  Ministers;  but  if,  under  all  those  disadvantages,  war 
was  still  to  be  pursued,  in  his  opinion  the  catastrophe  would 
be  dreadful ;  "  the  cord  with  America  once  broken,  there  was 
an  end  of  all  hold  of  the  funds."  The  scheme  of  separating 
from  America,  letting  trade  take  its  own  course,  was  a  wild 
and  dangerous  doctrine.  He  thought  that  ingenious  specula- 
tions touching  the  inutility  of  custom-houses  and  regulations 
of  trade  had  better  be  left  to  our  rivals.  Our  business  was 
to  adhere  to  practical  rules  which  time  and  experience  had 
established.  We  were  not  in  a  state  to  make  experiments. 
The  trade  of  America  is  mortgaged  to  our  stockholders.  It 
would  be  dishonest  to  touch  it.  The  Ministers  ought  to 
know  this ;  and  tremble  at  whatever  hazarded  the  loss  of 
our  American  commerce. 

His  Lordship  repeated,  diat  if  it  was  just  to  tax  America, 
it  was  equally  so  to  tax  Ireland.  That  the  latter  was  a 
much  fitter  object  of  taxation  tlian  the  former ;  for  if  any 
position  could  be  infallible,  it  was,  that  a  Colony  could  not 
be  an  object  of  revenue  while  it  consumed  our  manufactures. 
This  was  the  case  oi  America,  and  not  of  Ireland.  The  quota 
from  the  latter  was  not  adequate  to  its  abilities,  though  the 
proportion  was  unequally  distributed  ;  the  rich  were  spared, 
and  the  poor  overburdened.  The  application  of  what  was 
raised  so  much  to  the  oppression  of  the  people,  his  Lordship 
thought  would  make  a  becoming  subject  of  Parliamentary 
inquiry  and  correction.  He  declared  that  he  had  hved  long 
enough  to  know  that  he  should  eventually  gain  more  by  the 
prevalence  of  general  justice  than  any  private  emolument 
could  possibly  compensate :  and  concluded  with  saying,  that 
if  Ministers  still  persisted  in  measures  which  could  neither 
be  justified  on  the  principles  of  policy  or  of  liberty,  he  could 
only  quote  an  old  adage,  which  he  was  sorry  their  conduct 
verified:  "Quos  Deus  vult perdere priv^  dementat," 

Lord  Lyttelton  said,  whatever  insinuations  might  have 
been  thrown  out  by  the  noble  Duke  who  opened  the  de- 
bate, he  should  never  be  prevented  from  performing  his 
duty.  He  was  always  of  opinion,  and  should  ever  con- 
tinue so,  that  it  was  rebellion  in  any  part  of  the  British 
empire  to  resist  the  supreme  legislative  authority  of  this 
country ;  and  the  Ministers  who  had  stood  up,  and  exerted 
themselves  so  ably  in  support  of  it,  had  acted  with  perfect 
wisdom,  and  on  the  soundest  principles  of  the  Constitution; 
that  he  was  so  well  convinced  of  the  truth,  indeed  of  the  ir- 
resistible evidences,  of  what  he  now  advanced,  that  he  could 
not  attribute  the  opposition  given  to  the  just  claims  of  the 
supreme  power  of  the  State,  by  several  noble  Lords  in  Op- 
position, to  anything  but  a  professed  design  to  surrender  the 
rights  of  the  British  Parliament,  and  transfer  them  to  Ame- 
rica. His  Lordship  animadverted  on  the  evidence  given  that 
day  at  their  bar,  which  he  should  not  hesitate  to  call  a  par- 
tial evideqce ;  for,  \Vith  all  the  caution  with  which  Mr.  Penn 
guarded  his  expressions,  he  nevertheless  betrayed,  through- 
out the  whole  of  his  examination,  the  strongest  indications 
of  the  grossest  prejudice.  He  could  even  contradict  him 
himself  upon  a  most  respectable  authority,  a  gentleman  of 
his  acquaintance,  who  possessed  ten  thousand  acres  of  land 
in  the  Province  of  New-England  alone,  and  who  assured 
him  that  the  people  of  that  Province  were  full  of  a  level- 
ling, republican  spirit,  which  would  never  be  rooted  out  till 
they  felt  and  were  compelled  to  bow  under  the  full  force 
and  weight  of  constitutional  Government,  to  which  it  was 
notorious  they  were  so  averse ;  that  through  the  same  chan- 
nel he  learned  they  were  no  less  hostile  against  monarchical 
Government  than  against  the  rights  of  the  British  Pariia- 
ment.  While  in  the  prosecution  of  this  inquiry,  he  learned, 
what  had  been  often  asserted  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers, 
that  numbei-s,  suffering  under  the  tyranny  and  rebellious 
force  of  a  faction,  and  the  terrours  of  personal  injuries  or 
attacks  on  their  property,  had  been  compelled  to  unite  in 
measures  which  their  souls  abhorred ;  for  when  he  had 
proposed  to  this  gentleman  to  be  examined  at  their  Lord- 
ships' bar,  he  earnestly  entreated  to  be  excused ;  for  the 
consequence  of  such  an  examination,  as  soon  as  an  account 
of  it  reached  New-England,  would  be  the  total  destmction 
of  his  property,  and  proscription  of  his  person.  This,  among 
many  odier  reasons,  was  one  why  he  was  induced  to  believe 
that  Mr.  Penn's  evidence  was  partial ;  but,  supposing  it  had 
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been  otherwise,  what  was  the  purport  of  this  day's  motion, 
but  that  the  acts  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  its 
repeated  addresses  to  the  Throne,  his  Majesty's  own  most 
solemn  declarations,  were  to  be  superseded,  in  order  to 
make  way  to  the  commands,  not  addresses,  of  tiie  rebel- 
lious Americans  ?  Those  audacious  Rebels,  who  came  and 
endeavoured  to  impose  on  his  Majesty  with  insidious,  trai- 
torous, false  expressions  of  loyalty  to  him,  and  of  obedience 
to  the  British  Parliament,  while  they  in  the  same  breath 
appeal  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  abuse 
the  Parliament,  deny  their  power,  invite  their  fellow-sub- 
jects to  make  a  common  cause  of  it,  and  thus  at  once  endea- 
vour to  involve  every  part  of  this  great  empire  in  one  gene- 
ral scene  of  rebellion  and  bloodshed,  in  order  to  resist  that 
very  Parliament  for  which  they  pretend  to  profess  such  per- 
fect obedience  and  submission.  Are  these  the  men  you 
would  treat  with  ?  Is  this  the  cause  the  pretended  friends 
of  this  country  would  endeavour  to  defend  ?  Or  would  you, 
by  agreeing  with  this  motion,  relinquish  your  domination 
over  those  worst  of  Rebels,  and  tamely  submit  to  transfer 
the  seat  of  empire  from  Great  Britain  to  America  1 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  reprehended  the  last  noble 
speaker,  in  very  severe  terms,  for  the  improper  liberties  he 
had  taken  with  such  of  their  Lordships  as  differed  in  opinion 
from  him,  by  charging  thera  with  a  design  to  surrender  the 
liberties  of  their  country  to  America :  such  imputations  (he 
affirmed)  were  aimed  at  the  freedom  of  debate ;  they  were 
indecent;  they  were  unparliamentary;  they  deserved  the 
marked  displeasure  of  the  House ;  and  he  would  venture  to 
affirm  they  were,  as  applied  on  the  present  occasion,  not 
true.  He  said,  however,  he  was  not  surprised  at  some  of  the 
circumstances  attending  his  Lordship's  speech.  They  sug- 
gested occuirences  though  not  very  unexpected,  yet  rather 
out  of  the  common  road ;  but  however  that  might  be,  he 
would  venture  to  assert  that  his  Lordship's  conduct  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session  would  not  shortly  be  forgotten.  His 
Grace,  besides,  entered  into  a  general  view  of  the  question, 
and  made  several  observations  on  the  folly  of  involving  this 
great  empire  in  all  the  certain  expense  and  horrors  of  a 
civil  war,  without  any  one  single  advantage,  now  the  claim 
of  taxation  had  been  relinquished  as  totally  impracticable. 

The  Earl  of  Effingham  observed,  on  the  scarcity  of  re- 
cruits, that  from  his  own  knowledge,  there  was  a  backward- 
ness prevailed  amongst  the  people  to  inlist  in  those  regiments 
destined  for  America.  The  fact  being  admitted,  the  real 
disposition  of  the  people  was  at  once  apparent ;  and,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  noble  Lord,  the  prevalent  inclination  of  the 
mass  of  the  people  was  a  certain  criterion,  which  should 
determine  the  conduct  of  Ministers. 

Lord  Cathcart  professed  himself  to  be  so  totally  uncon- 
nected with  men,  and  so  entirely  unprejudiced  as  to  mea- 
sures, that,  could  he  conjecture  the  party  most  likely  to 
promote  the  real  welfare  of  the  empire,  he  would  join  in 
support  of  their  plans.  Much  had  been  said  about  peace, 
and  the  debilitated  situation  of  Great  Britain  had  been 
urged  to  evince  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  accommodation. 
Admitting  England  to  be  in  the  worst  plight  imaginable, 
the  noble  Lord  recollected  a  period  when  her  distresses 
were  equal.  Although  many  Peers  in  the  House  might  re- 
member the  rebellion  in  1745,  the  noble  speaker  had  at 
that  time  drawn  his  sword  against  the  rebels.  Their  suc- 
cesses at  Derby  had  thrown  the  kingdom  into  consternation ; 
the  whole  interest  of  the  country  was  assemblaged  in  one 
stake,  and  risked  on  the  event  of  the  battle  of  Culloden. 
Happily,  the  casualties  of  war  turned  out  favourable  for 
England.  But  what  contributed  most  to  the  welfare  of  the 
empire  ?  The  assistance  so  willingly  afforded  by  all  ranks 
of  people.  Ministry  acquired  vigour  in  proportion  as  they 
were  entrusted  with  power.  A  tone  of  firmness  strengthen- 
ed all  their  measures ;  and  thus,  by  one  decisive  stroke, 
England  was  snatched  from  destruction  ;  the  machinations 
of  France  were  overturned,  and  the  Pretender  (a  tool  to 
France)  was  obliged  to  flee  from  that  country  which  he 
had  been  taught  to  consider  as  iiis  patrimonial  inheritance. 
The  same  efforts  of  the  people  in  support  of  Government, 
would  at  this  time  prevail.  Ministry  should  be  assisted, 
not  impeded  in  their  measures. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  defended  Lord  Lyttelton.  He 
said  whoever  opposed  the  present  system  of  measure  pur- 
sued by  Administration  respecting  America,  were  in  fact 
about  to  surrender  the  right  of  Pariiament  to  its  rebellious 


subjects.  He  was  the  oldest  Peer  in  that  House,  at  least, 
the  Peer  who  had  sat  longest  in  it,  and  might  of  course  be 
presumed  to  be  pretty  well  acquainted  with  its  orders  and 
usages.  He  flattered  himself  he  was,  and  could  assure 
their  Lordships  there  was  nothing  in  the  words  but  what 
might  be  fully  justified  ;  there  was  nothing  in  them  deserv- 
ing the  severe  animadversion  made  on  them  by  the  noble 
Duke:  for  they  were  in  every  respect  pariiamentary,  and 
consonant  to  the  modes  of  expression  adopted  in  that  House. 
When  the  noble  Lords  on  that  side  tell  the  members  of  Ad- 
ministration that  they  are  corrupt,  incapable,  or  inattentive, 
that  they  have  formed  the  very  worst  designs  against  the 
liberties  and  the  Constitution  of  tlieir  country,  we  never,  on 
this  side,  rise  up  to  tell  them  that  this  is  unpariiamentary 
and  indecent ;  no,  we  endeavour  to  convince  them  of  their 
mistakes  by  defending  ourselves  and  refuting  their  charges: 
and  shall  we,  in  return,  be  precluded  from  charging  their 
Lordships,  not  with  an  act  of  criminality ;  for  1  contend 
that  the  words  may  otherwise  be  fairly  and  obviously  ex- 
plained. I  may  tell  any  noble  Lord  in  this  House  that  he 
is  surrendering  the  rights  of  Parliament,  while  I  directly 
acquit  him  of  any  such  intention.  I  shall  never  stand  by 
and  hear  such  a  doctrine  maintained  without  endeavouring 
to  detect  its  fallacy.  I  therefore  think,  so  far  from  reprehen- 
sion, the  noble  Lord  deserves  the  greatest  commendations 
and  thanks,  both  from  your  Lordships  and  his  country,  for 
so  ably  defending  and  asserting  the  rights  of  the  British 
Pariiament  and  the  supreme  legislative  authority  of  the 
mother  country.  I  think  I  never  before  heard  such  a 
speech  delivered  by  any  body,  and  I  am  proud  to  testify 
my  perfect  approbation  by  affirming  it  was  the  finest  ever 
delivered  within  these  walls.  His  Lordship  observed  that 
the  noble  Lords  in  Opposition  might  be  very  sincere.  They 
might  imagine  that  the  only  method  to  secure  the  power 
and  grandeur  of  Great  Britain  would  be  to  render  America 
independent ;  but  he  hoped  their  Lordships  would  excuse 
him  from  supposing  that  their  zeal,  however  genuine,  had 
hurried  them  such  extraordinary  lengths,  or  into  such  a  scene 
of  obstinate  and  invincible  error:  and  permit  him  to  attribute 
those  extravagant  doctrines  to  their  true  cause — a  mere  strug- 
gle for  power.  He  was  sorry  to  say  they  had  proved  too 
successful  in  their  endeavours ;  and,  by  the  unnatural  en- 
couragement and  countenance  they  had  given  to  the  absurd, 
monstrous  claims  of  our  rebellious  subjects  in  America,  had 
made  what  first  must  have  been  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  unanimity,  now  appear,  if  not  hazardous,  at  least  difficult, 
alarming,  and  expensive.  Such  a  struggle  might  attain  the 
main  object  for  which  it  was  set  on  foot ;  but  he  begged 
leave  to  remind  their  Lordships,  that  although  they  should 
prevail,  and  thereby  supplant  the  present  Administration, 
they  must  take  such  a  victory  with  all  its  consequences; 
they  must  at  once  render  up  the  rights  of  this  country  into 
the  hands  of  the  Colonists ;  they  must  disgrace  and  lower 
it  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe ;  and,  to  complete  the  whole, 
they  must  consent  to  the  total  ruin  and  destruction  of  its 
commerce. 

His  Lordship  next  animadverted  on  the  language  of  the 
noble  Lords  on  the  opposite  side ;  that  Great  Britain,  as 
the  first  step  towards  a  conciliation,  should  determine  on 
certain  specifick  terms  which  she  is  willing  to  agree  to. 
Let  us,  said  his  Ijordship,  see  what  this  language  means. 
I  dare  say  there  are  many  noble  Lords  in  this  House,  who 
have  served  his  Majesty  abroad  in  the  capacity  of  foreign 
Ministers  :  I  think  1  see  several  this  instant  myself.  I  be- 
lieve the  noble  Duke  who  made  the  motion  was  among  the 
number,  and  has  of  course  some  knowledge  of  the  arts  of 
negotiation :  1  shall  therefore  trust  to  their  knowledge  of 
what  I  am  about  to  offer  on  this  head.  Supposing,  then, 
that  Great  Britain  and  America  were  two  sovereign  inde- 
pendent States,  treating  on  equal  terms :  what  is  the  mode 
that  custom  prescribes  in  such  cases,  but  that  certain  preli- 
minaries are  first  agreed  on,  and  then  a  suspension  of  arms 
takes  place?  What  is  it  that  is  contended  for  by  the  pre- 
sent motion  and  by  its  supporters  ?  Begin  with  a  suspen- 
sion, and  then  proceed  to  treat  on  preliminaries.  This, 
surely,  is  a  new  mode  of  negotiation,  such  a  mode,  I  will 
venture  to  say,  as  never  entered  into  the  head  of  any  man 
in  the  least  acquainted  with  publick  business.  I  would, 
therefore,  seriously  recommend  it  to  the  broachers  of  this 
species  of  treaty-making,  either  to  peruse  proper  books  be- 
/ore  they  again  expose  themselves  on  that  subject,  or  pro- 
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cure  some  of  their  literary  friends  to  publisli  something  in 
its  defence.  Besides,  let  us  apply  this  doctrine  to  the  case 
immediately  before  us.  America  is  not  entirely  prepared  to 
resist  our  power ;  or  if  she  be,  she  is  still  desirous  of  render- 
ing herself  stronger.  Suspend  your  operations,  and  you 
fiirnish  her  with  the  very  means  of  rising  in  her  demands, 
if  not  of  totally  disclaiming  all  dependance  whatever  on  this 
country.  This  I  look  upon  to  be  the  fair  natural  conse- 
quence of  what  has  come  recommended  by  the  noble  sup- 
porters of  this  motion.  When  I  had  the  honour  of  being  an 
instrument  employed  in  restoring  peace  to  Europe  at  Aix 
la  ChapeUe,  in  1748, 1  own  I  acted  in  a  very  different  man- 
ner from  that  now  recommended.  The  first  step  I  took, 
was  to  agree  on  certain  preliminaries,  previous  to  a  suspen- 
sion of  arms.  Those  preliminaries  were,  that  the  Russians 
on  our  part,  who  were  on  their  march  to  join  us,  should  halt 
in  the  place  that  the  earliest  courier  should  be  able  to  meet 
them.  On  the  other  hand,  France  was  at  the  same  instant 
obliged  to  disband  thirty-seven  thousand  of  her  troops,  a 
force  supposed  to  be  equal  to  our  Russian  auxiliaries. 
Again,  we  were  to  give  up  Louisburgh,  and  they  to  with- 
draw their  troops  from  four  of  the  frontier  towns,  which 
they  had,  in  the  course  of  the  war,  acquired  by  their 
arms.  I  remember  a  circumstance  which  happened  then, 
not  inapplicable  to  the  attempt  made  this  day ;  that  was, 
to  grant  the  suspension,  and  permit  them  to  retain  the 
frontier  towns  till  an  actual  account  of  Louisburgh  being 
delivered  up  was  received.  But  I  was  too  cautious,  and 
by  resisting  the  proposition  in  its  first  appearance,  was  fortu- 
nate enough  to  succeed,  though  the  whole  negotiation  had 
like  to  have  miscarried,  for  certain  secret  reasons  which  I 
am  not  permitted  to  disclose ;  and  must  have  done  so,  if  a 
peace  had  not,  as  it  were,- at  length  fallen  from  the  clouds. 
The  noble  Earl,  [of  Shelbume,]  who  spoke  early  in  the 
debate,  has  misinformed  your  Lordships,  I  will  not  say  de- 
signedly, on  three  material  points.  He  says,  the  River  St. 
Laurence  is  frozen  up  in  October:  I  contend  it  is  not; 
and  that  on  the  authority  of  one  of  the  ablest  navigators 
this  country  ever  bred.  Sir  Francis  Drake  himself  not  ex- 
cepted,— the  person  I  mean  is  Captain  Cook,  who  passed 
four  winters  in  Canada,  and  assures  me  that  the  River  St. 
Lawrence  is  very  seldom  frozen  up  till  the  middle  of  De- 
cember; and  that  the  inconvenience  of  navigating  that  river 
and  the  neighbouring  seas,  previous  to  the  time  I  have  men- 
tioned, does  not  arise  from  the  setting  in  of  the  frost,  but 
the  heavy  gales  from  the  north  and  northwest,  which  are 
the  monsoons  of  that  part  of  the  world,  and  set  in  early  in 
the  winter  months.  His  Lordship  is,  I  believe,  equally 
mistaken  as  to  the  fact  to  which  his  reasoning  on  the  above 
occasion  was  applied.  Who  informed  hb  Lordship  that 
the  regiments  alluded  to  were  destined  for  Quebeck  1  I  now 
assure  him,  they  were  not.  As  to  the  third  allegation,  that 
the  army  in  America  was  to  consist  of  seventy  thousand 
men,  and  that  twenty  thousand  of  them  were  to  be  Russians, 
he  thought  he  knew  something  of  what  was  intended ;  but 
he  could  solemnly  affirm,  it  was  the  first  he  had  heard  of 
either  arrangement.  He,  however,  saw  no  reason  why  the 
Russians  should  not  be  employed  as  auxiliaries  now,  as  well 
as  in  the  former  war  alluded  to.  If  they  were  necessary 
then,  they  might  be  so  now.  The  noble  Uuke  who  opened 
the  debate  talked  much  of  the  expense  of  the  service,  Stc, 
and  insisted  that  the  very  expense  of  carrying  the  twenty 
thousand  Russians  to  America  would  amount  to  five  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds.  He  did  not  doubt  it ;  but  if  they 
were  to  march  by  land,  it  would  be  much  more  expensive. 
He  should  beg  leave  to  obviate  the  force  of  one  plausible 
objection,  urged  by  the  Lords  in  Opposition,  relative  to  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  recruits.  He  could  not  answer  for 
what  might  happen  without  his  own  department,  but  he 
believed  the  facts  he  was  going  to  state  applied  equally  to 
both  services.  Since  the  orders  for  augmenting  the  navy 
had  been  issued,  they  had  seamen  coming  to  enter  them- 
selves as  fast  as  they  could  be  well  shipped ;  by  the  last 
accounts  he  received,  they  amounted  to  between  twenty 
and  twenty-one  thousand ;  and  he  made  no  dotibt  of  his 
being  able  to  complete  the  whole  of  the  establishment,  which 
is  twenty-eight  thousand,  without  pressing;  but  he  did  not 
mean  to  be  understood  to  bind  himself  to  any  such  promise. 
The  other  part  of  the  service,  the  marines,  which  was  re- 
cruited in  pretty  much  the  same  manner  with  the  marching 
regiments,  he  had  been  equally  successful  in,  the  returns 


being  on  an  average  of  eighty  nien  per  week,  some  one 
hundred  and  twenty,  and  the  lowest,  which  was  the  last, 
forty-five.  So  far,  then,  from  the  vulgar  report,  that  the 
people  in  general  were  averse  to  the  service,  he  was  sure 
nothing  could  be  more  erroneous :  they  languished  for  it, 
and,  were  it  necessary,  he  could  produce  numerous  applica- 
tions for  an  appointment  on  the  American  station,  arising 
purely  from  a  zeal  to  be  instrumental  in  reducing  those  un- 
natural, ungrateful,  and  traitorous  resisters  of  the  mild  govern- 
ment of  their  most  gracious  Sovereign,  and  the  constitutional 
rights  and  supremacy  of  the  mother  country. 

The  Eari  of  Shelbume  said,  that  as  to  the  general  charge 
of  misinformation  imputed  to  him  by  the  noble  Eari,  he 
thought  his  Lordship  would  be  one  of  the  last  who  would 
venture  to  touch  on  that  ground ;  because  if  he,  and  the 
noble  Lords  on  the  same  side,  were  mistaken,  it  was  the 
fault  of  the  noble  Earl,  and  his  brethren  in  office,  who  com- 
pelled them  to  go  to  the  other  House  to  seek  information, 
or  pick  it  up  wherever  they  could  find  it,  by  withholding 
from  them  every  degree  of  Parliamentary  communication 
whatever.  That  seventy  thousand  men  were  to  be  employ- 
ed, was  no  idle,  floating  report:  for  it  had  originated  with 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  the  other  House ;  and  as 
to  the  River  St.  Lawrence  being  not  frozen  up  till  the  mid- 
dle of  December,  he  would  not  be  certain  whether  his  general 
information  did  not  include  early  in  the  month  of  JSovembcr ; 
stating  it  on  that  ground,  therefore,  he  was  certain  that  the 
person  from  whom  he  had  his  information  would  yield  to 
none  in  point  of  experience  and  judgment;  it  would  of 
course  rest  with  their  Lordships  to  determine  which  of  the 
two  accounts  was  most  to  be  depended  on.  His  Lordship 
was  severe  on  the  noble  Earl,  for  thrusting  the  negotiations 
of  the  peace  of  Aix  la  ChapeUe  into  the  debate.  He  ima- 
gined his  Lordship's  modesty  in  one  event,  or  his  prudence 
in  the  other,  would  have  prevented  him.  It  was  very  ten- 
der ground  to  venture  on,  because,  whatever  opinion  his 
Lordship  and  his  admirers  might  entertain  on  that  curious 
business,  there  were  many  odd  kind  of  people  at  this  day, 
and  a  great  majority  of  the  nation  at  the  time  of  (he  con- 
cluding that  famous  treaty,  who  thought  the  delivering  so 
many  British  Peers  hostages  to  insure  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  a  treaty,  was  at  once  a  scandal  to  the  nation,  a 
violation  of  the  dignity  of  the  Peerage,  and  a  fixed  stigma 
on  the  proposers  of  such  a  measure,  which  nothing  could 
ever  wipe  off.  His  Lordship  returned  to  a  short  considera- 
tion of  the  question,  replied  to  the  representation  of  the 
noble  Lord  relative  to  the  success  that  had  been  experien- 
ced in  his  Lordship's  department,  in  procuring  seamen  and 
marines,  which  he  attributed  solely  to  the  decline  of  our 
trade  and  commerce,  that  had  driven  so  many  seamen  out 
of  employment ;  and  as  combating  the  information  of  the 
noble  Lord,  that  the  officers  of  the  navy  were  not  languish- 
ing for  the  service,  he  referred  to  the  advertisements  from 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  desiring  the  officers  to  furnish  the 
Board  with  an  account  of  their  places  of  abode,  and  threat- 
ening, in  case  of  refusal,  to  strike  them  off  the  list.  On  the 
whole,  he  said,  that  as  the  treaty  o(  Aix  la  ChapeUe,  to 
borrow  his  Lordship's  words,  fell,  so  must  the  peace  of  this 
country,  on  the  present  melancholy  and  alarming  occasion, 
fall — from  the  clouds. 

The  Eari  of  Sandwich  said,  he  should  not  observe  on  the 
word  "scandalous"  used  by  the  noble  Lord  relative  to  the 
giving  hostages,  for  the  due  performance  of  the  treaty  ol'Aix 
la  ChapeUe,  for  he  perceived  the  noble  Lord  who  had  used 
that  very  improper  expression  was  already  sorry  for  it ;  and  so 
little  did  that  transaction  deserve  to  have  the  epithet  scanda- 
lous applied  to  it,  that  it  was  the  action  of  his  life  from 
which  he  claimed  the  greatest  merit ;  to  which  he  begged 
leave  to  add,  for  further  confirmation,  that  there  was  a  noble 
Lord  now  present,  [Lord  Cathcart,]  who  had  been  one  of 
the  hostages,  and  whose  conduct  through  his  whole  life, 
both  publick  and  private,  had,  to  every  one's  knowledge, 
been  so  full  of  prudence  and  prosperity,  that  nothrag  would 
have  prevailed  upon  him  to  have  accepted  a  commission  of 
that  sort,  without  the  strongest  conviction  that  it  was  necessa- 
ry to  the  essential  interests  of  the  nation,  and  consistent  with 
her  honour,  as  well  as  his  own  dignity  as  a  Peer.  As  to  the 
matter  stated  by  the  noble  Lord,  relative  to  the  notices  pub- 
lished by  the  Admiralty  Board,  they  had  no  particular  direc- 
tion, but  were  merely  drawn  up  in  the  usual  office  forrn ; 
but,'  as  well  as  he  could  recollect,  his  Lordship  was  mis- 
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taken  in  saying  that  a  threat  had  been  lield  out  to  the  Lieu- 
tenants that  they  must  expect  to  be  struck  offtiie  half-pay 
list,  if  they  did  not  give  in  an  account  of  the  places  of  their 
residence.  He  was  sure  there  could  be  no  occasion  for  it, 
because,  out  of  nine  hundred  Lieutenants  on  the  list,  in  the 
time  of  profound  tranquillity,  there  are  seldom  more  than 
one  hundred  employed  in  actual  service. 

The  question  was  then  put.  It  was  resolved  in  the  ne- 
gative. Contents,  27 ;  Proxies,  6.  Non-Contents,  60 ; 
Proxies,  26. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 


Tuesday,  November  7,  1 775. 

ISIr.  Temple  LuttrcU  rose  and  said :  Sir,  at  this  time,  in 
the  heat  of  a  most  unnatural  civil  war,  I  hold  it  incumbent 
upon  every  member  of  Parliament,  inconsiderable  as  he 
may  be  in  his  private  character,  not  only  to  speak  out  with 
firmness  and  decision,  but  to  exert  his  utmost  endeavour  to 
restore  peace  and  commercial  prosperity  to  the  mother 
country  and  her  Colonies.  The  wisest  writers  on  politicks 
lay  down  for  a  rule,  that  those  Governments  are  the  most 
perfect  which  are  oftenest  brought  back  to  their  first  princi- 
ples. Now,  sir,  the  history  and  perfection  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  British  empire  will  elucidate  the  truth  of  such 
maxim ;  for  there  is  not  any  other  country  on  the  face  of 
the  globe,  in  which  the  Government  has  so  often  been 
brought  back  to  its  first  principle ;  and  that  not  by  Kings 
with  their  Parliaments,  but  by  extra  formal  assemblies  of 
the  people,  in  a  Convention  or  Congress,  which  conveyed 
a  purer  and  more  jxsitive  sense  of  the  community  at  large, 
than  the  estates  of  the  land,  assembled  according  to  ordinary 
forms,  could  possibly  do ;  and,  sir,  in  every  contest,  during 
tlie  last  eight  hundred  years,  between  the  people  and  their 
trustees  for  executive  power,  the  former  have  come  off  with 
victory;  fully  establishing  this  plain  proposition,  that  all 
partial  institutions  of  policy  must,  when  the  national  welfare 
is  in  question,  be  lost  in  the  more  extensive  laws  of  reason 
and  of  nature ;  with  whatever  levity  or  sallies  of  wit  such 
plea  may  lately  have  been  treated  by  some  gentlemen  within 
these  walls.  The  happiness  of  mankind  fii-st  dictated  the 
necessity  and  ends  of  Government,  as  the  intermediate  power 
between  the  individual  and  the  people.  All  Government 
•was  created  by  the  people  ;  who,  by  their  original  compact, 
rese^ed  to  themselves  a  paramount  right,  to  which  they 
might  revert  in  cases  of  publick  danger,  to  supply  essential 
defects,  to  reform  abuses,  and  to  take  the  most  effectual 
measures  for  the  lasting  peace  and  safeguard  of  society. 
The  subjects  of  the  British  empire,  in  an  especial  manner, 
claim  liberty  and  property,  according  to  their  ancient  laws  and 
customs,  not  as  a  charter,  gift,  or  indulgence,  but  as  an  inhe- 
rent right,  never  to  be  alienated,  and  at  no  time  transferred  to 
their  Monarch  or  proxy  in  Parliament. 

I  shall  not  trouble  the  House  with  a  research  into  the 
nature  and  efficacy  of  the  British  Constitution ;  but  there 
are  some  facts  requisite  to  sustain  the  arguments  in  favour 
of  the  motion  I  am  going  to  make,  which  1  must  beg  leave 
to  call  up  to  your  recollection.  The  popular  form  of  Go- 
vernment of  the  Saxons,  it  is  well  known,  was,  in  veiy 
remote  times,  transplanted  into  this  Island  from  Germany; 
their  National  Conventions  were  continual,  and  according  to 
the  lunar  periods.  After  the  accession  of  Alfred  the  Great, 
they  were  regulated  by  the  festivals  of  the  Christian  ca- 
lendar. The  lower  we  descend  in  history,  the  less  regular 
we  find  these  assemblies.  Property  increased.  The  body 
of  freemen  became  more  diffuse  and  numerous.  What  was 
every  man's  business  seemed  of  trifling  interest  to  the  indi- 
vidual, and  many  concurring  causes  rendered  their  meetings 
little  frequented,  till  at  length  they  seldom  concerned  them- 
selves with  this  duty,  unless  some  edict  or  precept,  issued 
by  the  immediate  executive  branch  of  Government,  should 
demand  their  judgment  and  suffrages,  to  provide  for  the 
support  of  the  State.  But,  sir,  the  policy  of  Courts  gradu- 
ally encroached,  and  at  length  brought  the  modelling  of 
these  assemblies  to  depend,  in  fact,  ujMn  the  Royal  will  and 
pleasure  ;  hence  arose  corruptions  and  intolerable  grievances 
to  the  people ;  but  whenever  the  disease  reached  its  full 
paloxism,  they  wisely  esteemed  the  publick  good  as  the  su- 
preme object  of  all  civilized  Governments  ;  and  when  sober 
counsels,  reiterated  admonitions,  and  processes  of  subordi- 
nate judicature  had  failed,  they,  by  virtue  of  that  original 


power,  which  I  insist  had  at  no  time  departed  from  them, 
did  appeal  to  the  transcendant,  primeval  law  of  conscience 
and  common  sense ;  and  when  the  acts  of  Ministers,  begun 
in  oppression,  led  on  to  a  general  calamity,  they  considered 
disobedience  to  be  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen,  and 
cheerfully  bore  the  burden  and  sufferings  of  a  civil  war,  rather 
than  become  slaves  themselves,  and  entail  beggaiy  and  bon- 
dage on  their  posterity. 

I  shall  now  illustrate  this  doctrine,  which  I  take  to  be  the 
fundamental  basis  of  our  genuine  Whig  doctrine,  by  some 
striking  passages  selected  from  your  annals  ;  first  observing, 
that  of  thirty-three  Sovereigns  of  England  sioce  William 
the  Conqueror,  thirteen  only  have  ascended  the  throne  by 
divine  hereditary  right ;  the  rest  owe  their  royalty  to  the 
zeal  and  vigour  of  the  people  in  the  maintenance  of  con- 
stitutional freedom.  The  will  of  the  people  of  England, 
supereeding  an  hereditary  claim  to  succession,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  twelfth  century,  placed  Henry  I  on 
the  throne  of  this  kingdom,  with  condition  that  he  would 
abrogate  the  vigorous  laws  made  since  the  Norman  inva- 
sion, restore  the  Government  as  in  the  days  of  Edward  the 
Confessor,  and  abolish  all  unjust  and  arbitrary  taxes.  King 
Stephen  obtained  the  Crown,  and  Henry  II  kept  it,  on 
the  same  express  tenns  ;  yet,  sir,  in  the  days  of  King  John 
it  was  judged  expedient  no  longer  to  trust  to  mere  oral 
declarations,  which  State  chicane  and  sophistiy  had  of  late 
years  occasionally  explained  away,  but  to  compel  that 
Prince  solemnly  to  register  an  affirmance  of  the  ancient  rights 
of  the  people  in  a  formal  charter ;  and  this  necessary  work 
was  accomplished  by  the  Congress  at  Runemede,  in  the 
year  1215:  an  assembly  which  ought  never  to  be  spoken 
of  by  the  representatives  of  the  Commons  of  England  but 
with  profound  veneration. 

An  honourable  and  learned  member  over  the  way  men- 
tioned, a  few  evenings  ago,  the  introduction  of  foreign  troops 
into  this  Island  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III,  as  a  precedent 
to  warrant  the  present  stretch  of  regal  prerogative  in  the 
case  of  the  Hanoverian  mercenaries.  As  that  member  is  not 
now  in  the  House,  I  shall  be  more  concise  in  treating  of  the 
events  he  alluded  to,  than  I  othei-wise  intended.  Sir,  in 
the  reign  oi  Henry  III,  about  the  year  1233,  the  Barons, 
Clergy,  and  Freeholders,  refused  two  distinct  summonses  to 
Pariiament ;  and  understanding  that  the  King,  as  Earl  of 
Poiciou,  had  landed  some  of  his  Continental  troops  in  the 
western  ports  of  England,  with  a  design  to  strengthen  a 
most  odious  and  arbitrary  set  of  Ministers,  they  assembled 
in  a  Convention  or  Congress,  from  whence  they  despatched 
Deputies  to  King  Henry,  declaring  that  if  he  did  not  imme- 
diately send  back  those  Poictouvians,  and  remove  from  his 
person  and  counsels  evil  advisers,  they  would  place  on  the 
throne  a  Prince  who  should  better  observe  the  laws  of  the 
land.  Sir,  the  King  not  only  hearkened  to  that  Congress, 
but  shortly  after  complied  with  every  article  of  their  de- 
mands, and  publickly  notified  his  reformation.  Now,  sir, 
what  are  we  to  call  that  assembly  which  dethroned  Ed- 
ward II,  when  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  preached  a 
sermon  on  this  text :  "  The  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice 
of  God ;"  and  when  a  learned  Judge,  in  the  character  of 
Procurator  for  the  mass  of  the  freemen,  surrendered  the 
homage  and  fealty  of  the  people  of  England,  alleging  that 
the  original  compact,  through  which  they  were  bound  to 
allegiance,  was  dissolved,  by  the  use  and  aggrandizement 
of  ill  counsellors,  by  the  administration  of  Government 
which  agreed  not  with  the  ancient  laws  of  the  land,  and  by 
a  total  disregard  to  the  advice  and  supplications  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's faithful  but  afflicted  subjects  ?  Richard  II,  like  the 
unhappy  Edward,  fell  a  victim  to  despotick  obstinacy  and 
favoritism  ;  and  to  this  King,  in  the  same  manner,  was  sur- 
rendered by  Commissioners  (or  Proctors)  the  allegiance  of  his 
subjects,  and  a  Prince  of  the  House  of  Lancaster  (founder 
of  our  present  most  gracious  Sovereign's  royal  line)  was 
invited  over  from  banishment,  and  elected  by  the  people  to 
the  throne.  But,  sir,  before  I  dismiss  this  reign,  it  may  be 
proper  to  observe  that  Richard  entirely  subverted  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  upper  House  of  Parliament,  for  he  made  it 
an  appendage  to  the  Crown,  introducing  Peers  by  creation, 
in  prejudice  to  the  territorial  Baronies ;  and  with  respect  to 
the  other  House,  he  sent  orders  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the  several 
Counties  throughout  England,  to  return  only  such  represen- 
tatives to  Parliament  as  should  on  every  occasion  implicitly 
obey  the  Royal  mandate.     Nay,  sir,  both  Houses  conjointly 
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went  at  last  so  far  as  to  commit  tlieir  whole  Parliamentary 
power  into  the  hands  of  a  cabinet  junto  of  Ministers,  having, 
however,  firet  obtained  the  Pope's  leave  for  so  doing.  I 
wish  gentlemen  who  contend  for  supreme  sovereignty  in 
the  Crown  and  Parliament,  denying  any  rights  of  the  people 
in  pre-eminence  to  their  joint  authority,  would  apply  such 
argument  to  the  state  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  at 
that  era.  I  shall  next  proceed  to  the  General  Convention 
or  Congress,  which  in  1461  enthroned  the  Earl  of  March 
in  Westminster-Hall,  by  the  name  o(  Edward  IV,  the  pri- 
mate of  all  England  collecting  the  suffrages  of  the  people  ; 
and  at  that  period  even  the  Lancastrian  historians  date  the 
commencement  of  his  reign. 

But  to  come  to  modern  occurrencies.  In  1659  a  Con- 
vention or  Congress  restored  legal  Monarchy  in  the  pei-son 
of  King  Charles  II,  who  was  then  no  farther  distant  from 
this  Island  than  the  town  of  Breda,  and  being  pressed  by 
many  of  the  Royal  partisans  to  issue  his  writs  for  a  lawful 
Parliament,  he  made  answer,  that  he  would  rather  be 
indebted  for  his  restoration  to  the  uninfluenced  sense  of  the 
people  of  England,  taken  in  a  free  assembly. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1688,  was  held  a  Convention 
or  Congress  at  St.  Jameses,  where  the  Prince  of  Orange 
presided ;  and  there  were  present  most  of  the  surviving 
members  vv'ho  had  served  in  any  one  of  the  Parliaments 
of  King  Charles  II,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  the  Alder- 
men, and  about  fifty  of  the  Common  Council,  he;  and  on 
tlifi  22d  of  January  following,  by  virtue  of  notices  issued  on 
the  aforesaid  26th  of  December  at  St.  James's,  the  memo- 
rable Convention-Parliament  assembled  in  this  House,  and 
perfected  the  glorious  work  of  the  Revolution. 

I  mean,  sir,  from  these  examples  and  arguments,  to  deduce 
for  an  incontrovertible  truth,  that  all  the  subjects  of  the 
British  empire  have  a  right  to  be  governed  according  to  the 
spirit  of  our  ancient  Constitution,  by  which  no  freeman 
could  be  taxed  without  his  consent,  either  in  person  or  by 
his  substitute ;  and  notwithstanding  the  infringement  of  this 
right  under  some  of  our  iVorman  Kings  and  their  successors, 
yet  we  find  William  the  Conqueror  himself  confirming  it,  in 
his  code  of  laws,  the  year  before  his  decease ;  and  the 
same  explicit  declaration  in  its  favour  from  our  English 
Justinian,  King  Edward  I,  in  the  Charter  of  the  25th  and 
Statutes  of  the  34th  of  his  reign,  admitted  to  be  among 
the  earliest  authentick  records  of  Parliament  extant,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  mode  of  summons. 

I  have,  I  think,  shown  that  our  Kings  in  former  days  have 
not  scrupled  to  treat  with  a  Congress ;  that  many  of  the  best 
of  them  owe  their  Crowns  to  such  national  meetings ;  and 
that  this  nation  has,  on  the  one  hand,  been  saved  from  des- 
potism, and  on  the  other,  from  anarchy,  by  a  Convention 
or  Congress ;  which  surely  possesses  some  advantages  over 
a  Parliament ;  for  being  free  from  Ministerial  management — 
having  neither  placemen,  pensioners,  nor  dependant  retain- 
ers on  their  list — they  are  more  likely  to  hear  the  sincere 
dictates  of  conscience,  and  the  unpolluted  sense  of  tliose 
they  represent.  But,  sir,  however  inadmissible  the  voice 
of  a  Congress  might  be  deemed  as  acts  of  legislation,  yet  I 
conceive  that  their  plea  in  the  character  of  advocates  for  the 
constituent  body  by  whom  they  are  commissioned,  ought,  in 
justice  as  well  as  sound  policy,  to  be  listened  to.  A  punc- 
tilious delicacy  now  in  fashion,  which  we  style  the  dignity 
of  the  Crown  and  Parliament,  will,  if  madly  persisted  in, 
cost  at  least  half  the  blood  and  substance  of  Great  Britain. 
The  most  haughty  and  powerful  monarch  of  his  time,  Lewis 
XIV,  when  there  was  a  formidable  commotion  in  the  Ce- 
vennes,  condescended  to  depute  two  Mai-shals  o{  France 
to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the  malcontents:  peace  was 
accordingly  made,  and  the  terms  of  it  were  afterwards  faith- 
fully fulfilled. 

Look,  sir,  into  the  history  of  the  proudest  as  well  as  most 
renowned  people  that  ever  existed,  the  Romans ;  observe 
the  conclusion  of  their  social  war,  and  you  will  see  they 
were  not  above  negotiating  a  peace  with  those  very  insur- 
gents whom  they  had  before,  individually  by  name,  pro- 
scribed as  rebels.  Rome  found  herself  at  that  day  reduced 
to  the  same  critical  predicament  which,  I  apprehend,  we 
now  stand  in  ;  there  was  no  other  possible  means  of  restor- 
ing concord,  or  saving  the  Commonwealth  from  ruin.  But, 
sir,  above  all,  I  would  wish  the  House  to  give,  on  this  occa- 
sion, due  weight  to  a  conclusive  remark  of  the  excellent 
author  of  the  Commentaries  on  the  laws  of  England,  where 


he  is  descanting  on  the  Revolution  of  1688,  which  placed 
the  sceptre  in  the  hands  of  King  William,  and  eventually 
brought  in  the  illustrious  House  oi Harwver  to  be  guardians 
of  the  Protestant  religion,  and  asscrtere  of  the  ancient  con- 
stitutional rights  of  all  the  subjects  throughout  the  British 
Monarchy :  "  No  practical  systems  of  law  (says  he)  are 
so  perfect  as  to  point  out  beforehand  those  eccentrick  re- 
medies which  national  emergency  will  dictate  and  will 
justify." 

I  now,  sir,  beg  leave  to  offer  to  the  House  the  following 
motion : 

"  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Address 
to  his  Majesty,  humbly  requesting  that  he  will  authorize 
the  Commissioners  nominated  to  act  in  America,  (for  the 
gracious  purposes  expressed  in  his  Majesty's  speech  fioni 
the  throne,)  to  receive  proposals  for  reconciliation  from  any 
General  Convention,  Congress,  or  other  collective  body, 
that  shall  be  found  most  perfectly  to  convey  the  sentiments 
of  one  or  more  of  the  several  Continental  Colonies,  sus- 
pending all  inquiry  into  the  legal  or  illegal  forms  under 
which  such  Colony  or  Colonies  may  be  disposed  to  treat ; 
as  the  most  effectual  means  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood, 
and  to  reconcile  the  honour  and  permanent  interest  of  Great 
Britain  with  the  requisitions  of  his  Majesty's  American  sub- 
jects." 

Colonel  Charles  Wolseley  seconded  the  motion.  He 
said,  he  had  served  same  years  on  the  coast  o{  America, 
and  had  at  this  time  the  best  intelligence  possible  from  that 
part  of  the  world,  and  was  sure  a  peace  could  never  be 
effected  but  through  the  means  of  a  General  Congress. 

Mr.  Rice  said,  that  not  having  been  in  the  House  while 
the  honourable  gentleman  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion, 
he  should  not  reply  to  his  speech  ;  but  only  observe,  that 
no  man  in  the  House  could  be  more  desirous  of  peace  with 
America  than  himself;  but  he  would  not  treat  with  the 
Congress,  because  it  would  be  admitting  that  to  be  a  legal 
assembly,  which  must,  of  course,  determine  the  question  at 
once  in  favour  of  America.  If  that  meeting  was  legal,  all 
our  conduct  was  injustice. 

Mr.  J.  Johnstone  was  for  the  motion,  as  the  only  means 
of  treating  with  America. 

Sir  George  Yonge  was  also  for  the  motion. 

Sir  George  Suttie  called  upon  Ministers  to  inform  the 
House  whether  they  had  any  plan,  and  what  they  intended 
to  do. 

No  answer  was  given,  and  the  motion  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  November  8,  1775. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  House  to  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  consi- 
der further  of  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty, 

Ordered,  That  the  estimate  of  the  charge  of  the  Guards, 
Garrisons,  and  other  of  his  Majesty's  Land  Forces  in  Great 
Britain,  from  the  25th  of  December,  1775,  to  the  24th  of 
December,  1776,  both  days  inclusive,  being  three  hundred 
and  sixty-six  days,  be  referred  to  the  said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  estimate  of  the  charge  of  the  General, 
and  General  Staff  Officers,  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  year 
1776,  be  referred  to  the  said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  estimate  of  the  charge  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Forces  in  the  Plantations  and  in  Africa,  including  those 
in  garrison  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  from  the  25th  of  De- 
cember, 1775,  to  the  24th  of  December,  1776,  both  days 
inclusive,  being  three  hundred  and  sixty-six  days,  be  refer- 
red to  the  said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  estimate  of  the  charge  of  the  differ- 
ence of  Pay  between  the  British  and  Irish  Establishment 
one  of  Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons  and  six  Regiments  of 
Foot,  serving  in  North-America,  from  the  25th  o(  December, 
1775,  to  the  24th  of  December,  1776,  both  days  inclusive, 
being  three  hundred  and  sixty-six  days,  be  refen-ed  to  the 
said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  estimate  of  the  charge  of  Levy  Money, 
for  the  augmentation  to  his  Majesty's  British  and  Irish 
Forces,  for  the  year  1776,  be  referred  to  said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  estimate  of  the  charge  of  five  Hano- 
verian Battalions  of  Foot  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  from 
the  1st  of  September,  1775,  to  24th  of  December  following, 
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both  days  inclusive,  being  one  hundred  and  fifteen  days,  be 
referred  to  the  said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  estimate  of  the  charge  of  five  Ilmio- 
vcrian  Battalions  of  Foot,  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  from 
the  25th  of  December,  1775,  to  24th  of  December,  1776, 
both  days  inclusive,  being  three  hundred  and  sixty -six  days, 
be  referred  to  the  said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  estimate  of  tiie  charge  of  the  Office 
of  Ordnance,  for  the  year  1776,  land  service,  be  referred 
to  the  said  Committee. 

Then  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

Lord  Harrington  stated  the  Army  estimates  for  1776. 
Ha  said  that  the  whole  of  the  force  intended  to  be  raised 
and  maintained  was  fifty-five  thousand  men,  the  ordinary 
expense  of  which  would  be  one  million  three  hundred 
thousand  pounds,  and  a  fraction ;  that  the  expense  of  last 
year  was  something  above  one  million  pounds,  consequently 
tiiat  the  increase  would  be  three  hundred  thousand  pounds. 
He  then  enumerated  the  different  services,  and  showed  that, 
except  the  force  intended  to  serve  in  America  and  Great 
Britain,  the  troops  stationed  elsewhere  would  be  nearly 
tile  same.  In  the  latter  there  w  ere  at  present  seven  batta- 
lions, and  ten  returning  from  Minorca,  Gibraltar,  and  Ame- 
rica, which  would  make  seventeen  in  the  whole,  four  of 
which  would  return  with  officers  only ;  of  these  four  the 
Eighteenth  and  Fifty-Ninth  Regiments,  which  had  suffered 
most,  would  be  two.  He  next  informed  the  Committee  that 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca  would  be  garrisoned  by  five  batta- 
lions of  Hanoverians,  consisting  of  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  men  each,  and  four  of  English ;  the  two  serving  at 
Gibraltar  to  consist  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-seven  men 
each,  the  usual  establishment ;  and  the  two  at  Minorca  of  six 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  men  each ;  so  that  by  this  in- 
crease of  men,  which  was  effected  chiefly  by  the  invalids 
which  were  sent  from  hence,  another  battalion  could  be 
spared  from  Minorca.  He  observed,  that  in  the  fVest-In- 
dies  there  would  be  one  battalion  less ;  for  instead  of  five, 
there  would  be  but  four  battalions,  which  was  meant  to  be 
composed  of  his  Majesty's  Royal  American  Regiment,  to  be 
commanded  by  General  Prevost.  The  force  to  be  employ- 
ed for  guards,  garrisons,  and  invalids,  within  Great  Britain, 
would  be  twenty  thousand  men,  and  those  in  America,  in- 
cluding the  force  in  the  West-Indies,  Gibraltar,  Minorca, 
and  the  coast  of  Africa,  thirty-four  thousand,  and  that  the 
actual  force  in  America  alone  would  be  thirty-four  batta- 
lions, at  eight  hundred  and  eleven  men  to  a  battalion,  in- 
cluding two  regiments  of  light-hoi-se,  one  sent  some  time 
since  from  Ireland,  and  Burgoyne's,  intended  for  that  ser- 
vice, which  would,  in  the  whole,  amount  to  upwards  of 
twenty-five  thousand  men.  This  was  the  army  intended  to 
carry  on  the  operations  in  America,  part  of  which  was  bor- 
rowed from  Ireland,  and  must  accordingly  be  paid  by  Great 
Britain.  This  was  the  general  outline  of  his  arrangements 
on  paper ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  say  it  was  but  on  paper,  for 
none  of  the  corps  but  those  in  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  were 
completed  to  their  full  complement,  particularly  those  in, 
or  going  to  America,  besides  the  four  regiments  returning 
from  that  country  to  Great  Britain ;  which  were  to  return 
with  officers  only.  That  this  was  a  matter,  in  the  present 
situation  of  things,  much  to  be  lamented ;  yet  nothing  was 
left  untried  in  order  to  remedy  it,  hitherto  to  very  little  pur- 
pose, for  the  recruiting  service  proceeded  but  slowly  ;  that 
attempts  were  made  to  inlist  Irish  Catholicks,  which  is  what 
he  would  not  have  advised,  had  it  not  been  for  the  extreme 
necessity,  though  he  did  not  look  upon  the  measure  to  be 
contraiy  to  law.  Foreigners  were  tried  as  single  men,  to 
be  incorporated  in  British  regiments,  neither  did  that  an- 
swer; the  bounty  was  raised  and  the  standard  lowered, 
still  the  men  could  not  be  obtained.  Such  being  the  true 
state  of  the  case,  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  obviate  a 
popular  objection  that  would  probabl^r  be  made  to  the  pre- 
sent plan  of  hostile  operations  against  America  upon  this 
very  ground,  that  recruits  could  not  be  had,  because  the 
service  they  were  to  be  employed  in  was  odious  to  the  peo- 
ple in  general.  But  his  Lordship  insisted  that  was  not  the 
true  cause,  for  it  might  be  traced,  and  found  in  several  con- 
current causes.  Nor  could  there  be  a  stronger  instance  on 
which  to  found  his  reasonings  than  that  at  the  time  of  the 
armaments  by  sea  and  land,  relative  to  Falkland's  Island : 
the  same  difficulty  of  obtaining  recruits  was  felt,  and  no  per- 
son would  say  that  a  war  designed  to  be  carried  on  against 


France  and  Spain  is  not  a  popular  war.  Tliose  causes 
were  in  the  first  place  to  be  attributed  to  the  great  influx  of 
real  or  nominal  wealth  of  late  years ;  to  the  consequent  and 
natural  luxury  of  the  times ;  to  the  increased  employment 
this  furnished  to  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  ;  to  the  very 
flourishing  state  of  our  manufactures  and  conunerce ;  but, 
above  all,  to  the  true  and  natural  cause — a  want  of  men. 
This  want  of  men  he  imputed  to  the  following  reason :  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war  our  military  force  every- 
where did  not  exceed  (including  those  in  the  East-Indies) 
above  forty  thousand  men  ;  whereas  our  last  peace  establish- 
ment consisted  of  thirty-one  thousand  paid  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, fifteen  thousand  by  Ireland,  ten  thousand  in  the  East- 
Indies,  four  thousand  marines,  (which  in  former  times  were 
never  a  permanent  corps,)  and  twenty -seven  thousand  mili- 
tia, whicli  last  description  of  men  were  as  much  cut  off  from 
the  recruiting  service  as  if  they  had  been  actually  inlisted : 
summing  up,  then,  those  respective  numbers,  they  formed 
the  monstrous  amount  of  eighty-nine  thousand,  or  about  an 
increase  of  forty-nine  thousand,  most  of  whom,  on  an  emer- 
gency like  the  present,  could  have  been  called  into  actual 
service.  He  said,  he  understood  that  the  idea  of  taxing 
America  was  entirely  given  up.  That  being  the  case,  the 
next  consideration,  nay,  indeed  the  only  one,  was  how  to 
secure  the  constitutional  dependency  of  that  country.  Thb, 
in  his  opinion,  was  not  to  be  effected  without  Great  Britain 
declaring  a  resolution  to  maintain  her  constitutional  rights, 
and  putting  hei-self  in  a  situation  to  enforce  them,  should 
America  continue  to  resist,  or  refuse  obedience  to  her  just 
rights.  This,  though  he  did  not  pretend  to  speak  from  au- 
thority, was  the  general  plan  adopted  by  Administration  : 
first  to  arm,  and  then  send  out  Commissioners  ;  and  he  said 
that  he  had  heard  that  a  very  great  military  officer,  high  in 
the  esteem  of  his  Sovereign  and  the  nation,  and  who  was 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  America,  was  the  person  in- 
tended to  be  sent  out  as  fii-st  Commissioner.  In  the  course 
of  the  detail,  his  Lordship  observed,  that  of  the  last  five 
regiments  which  left  Ireland,  two  of  them  had  been  driven 
by  stress  of  weather  into  Milford- Haven ;  but  as  soon  as  the 
transports  were  refitted,  they  would  proceed  with  those  troops 
to  the  place  of  their  destination.  The  noble  Lord  conclu- 
ded by  moving  his  Resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
a  number  of  Land  Forces,  including  three  thousand  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  invalids,  amounting  to  twenty  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  effective  Men,  Commis- 
sion and  Non-Commission  Officers  included,  be  employed 
for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  a 
sum  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  fifty-nine  thousand  two 
hundred  Pounds  two  Shillings  and  ten  Pence  and  seven- 
eighth  parts  of  a  Penny,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty  for  de- 
fraying the  chai'ge  of  twenty  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty-two  effective  Men,  for  Guards,  Garrisons,  and  other  his 
Majesty's  Land  Forces  in  Great  Britain,  Jersey,  and  Guern- 
sey, for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
six. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
a  sum  not  exceeding  seven  hundred  and  twenty-three  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  thirty-two  Pounds  eleven  Shillings 
and  seven  Pence  three  Farthings,  be  granted  to  his  Rlajesty 
for  maintaining  his  Majesty's  Forces  and  Garrisons  in  the 
Plantations  in  Africa,  including  those  in  Garrison  at  Mi- 
norca and  Gibraltar,  and  for  Provisions  for  the  Forces  in 
North-America,  Nova-Scotia,  Neivfoundland,  Gibraltar, 
and  the  ceded  Islands  in  Africa,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
a  sum  not  exceeding  forty-two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
thirty  Pounds  nineteen  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  be  granted 
to  his  Majesty  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  difference  of 
pay  between  the  British  and  Irish  Establishment  of  one 
Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons,  and  six  Regiments  of  Foot, 
serving  in  North-America,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  and  five 
Pounds  seven  Shillings  and  three  Pence,  be  granted  to  his 
Majesty  for  the  pay  of  the  General  and  General  Staff  Offi- 
cers in  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-six. 
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Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  tliat 
a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hiindred  and  four  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  Pounds  and  six  Shillings,  be  grant- 
ed to  his  Majesty  for  defraying  the  charge  of  Levy  Money, 
for  the  augmentation  to  his  Majesty's  British  and  Irish 
Forces,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  se- 
venty-six. 

Colonel  Barre  made  some  remarks  on  the  noble  liord's 
estimate,  and  particularly  on  some  of  his  reasonings  and 
deductions.  He  observed  that  his  Lordship  stated  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  English  battalions  at  Gibraltar,  at  four 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  men ;  those  at  Minorca,  at  six 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  men  ;  the  Hanoverians  serving 
at  both  places,  at  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  men  each  ; 
and  those  in  America  at  eight  hundred  and  eleven  men.  Why 
not  at  six  hundred  and  seventy-seven  at  Gibraltar  and  Minor- 
ca both  ?  Why  not  the  Hanoverians  at  the  same  number? 
And  why  not  those  in  America  at  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  which  was  the  usual  number  during  the  late  war, 
with  the  same  number  of  officers  ?  He  objected  against  the 
additional  companies  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord,  and  in- 
sisted, in  the  present  state  of  the  army,  they  were  so  much 
additional  expense,  without  the  least  use.  He  said  he  should 
not  range  the  wide  field  the  noble  Lord  had  travelled  over ; 
but  to  whatever  motives  he  attributed  the  present  distur- 
bances in  America,  he  was  satisfied  the  great  source  was 
the  ruinous  consequences  of  patronage.  Several  great  in- 
terests and  connections  were  to  be  gratified,  and  a  heavy 
peace  establishment  was  formed  to  get  rid  of  the  army  at 
liome  ;  it  was  sent  to  America,  where  it  was  not  wanted  ; 
the  weight  of  maintaining  it  was  soon  felt,  and  that  shortly 
gave  birth  to  the  absurd  idea  of  making  America  pay  for  it. 
This,  he  insisted,  was  the  genuine  fountain  from  which  the 
disputes  originally  flowed,  and  would  ever  continue  to  flow, 
till  the  cause  was  removed.  He  observed  that  the  account 
was  fallacious,  as  the  estimate  now  on  the  table  would 
amount  to  full  two  millions  ;  one-third  of  which,  he  ventured 
to  contend,  might  be  saved,  if  the  battalions  were  made 
complete ;  that  is,  if,  in  proportion,  there  were  a  fewer  num- 
ber of  officers,  and  more  men. 

He  next  turned  to  the  ordnance  and  levy  money ;  the 
former  of  which,  he  said,  exceeded  some  of  the  years  of  the 
late  war,  in  which  our  arms  were  triumphant  in  every  quar- 
ter of  the  globe.  He  lamented  the  little  information  to  be 
obtained  from  that  Board  ;  for  several  of  the  greatest  Minis- 
ters and  ablest  men  in  this  country,  to  his  knowledge,  had 
made  the  attempt,  but  in  vain ;  everything  in  that  depart- 
ment being  in  darkness  and  obscurity.  The  expense  of  the 
Ordnance  service  for  this  year  was  above  four  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  pounds ;  and  no  man  could  tell  to  what 
the  account  might  be  swelled.  On  the  whole,  he  contended 
that  the  estimates  were  much  short  of  the  real  expense,  and 
insisted  that  nothing  but  the  most  urgent  necessity,  and  the 
fullest  information  to  justify  that  necessity,  could  warrant  the 
representatives  of  the  people  to  load  themselves  and  their 
constituents  with  such  heavy  burdens.  It  had  been  all  im- 
position from  beginning  to  end,  or  some  pei-sons  imagined 
they  had  an  interest  in  pretending  to  be  deceived.  He 
quoted  one  instance,  out  of  a  hundred  in  his  memory — the 
rank  ignorance  of  sending  troops  to  Canada  in  the  month 
of  October.  [Here  he  was  proceeding  to  relate  some  mat- 
ter, when  the  gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  Bench  began  to 
smile.]  He  said  he  despised  the  spleen  which  created  the 
silly  observations  on  his  story  telling ;  it  was  beneath  his 
contempt  almost  to  take  notice  of  them.  However,  he  was 
astonished  that  Administration  could  fall  into  so  gross  an 
error ;  for,  though  the  pride  of  the  Navy  was  on  this  side  the 
House,  they  had  one  officer  [Palliser]  to  direct  them,  if  they 
had  thought  proper  to  consult  him  ;  but  to  rectify  this  error, 
the  noble  Lord  says  that  they  are  to  pursue  their  voyage  as 
soon  as  the  transports  are  ready  to  proceed  to  sea. 

Mr.  Powys  said  he  had  hitherto  voted  with  the  Minister 
on  American  afliiirs  in  general,  particularly  for  the  Militia 
agd  augmentation  of  the  Navy  ;  but  that  when  he  did  so  he 
understood,  and  several  other  gentlemen  understood  the  same, 
that  before  all  the  supplies  were  voted,  the  Minister  would 
lay  before  the  House  his  plan.  From  the  beginning,  he  said, 
he  understood  the  Minister  so  intended.  If  he  had  not  thought 
so  he  would  not  have  given  his  support  to  measures  of  which 
he  was  not  to  be  acquainted.  But  now,  not  seeing  in  the 
noble  Lord  any  disposition  to  give  the  information  and  satis- 
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faction  he  desired,  and  had  promised  himself  he  was  to 
receive,  he  supposed  it  was  meant  to  vote  the  estimates  firet 
and  hear  the  reasons  afterwards ;  that  is,  that  the  House 
should  begin  with  a  division  and  end  with  a  debate.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  chair. 
This  motion  was  seconded  by 

Sir  Robert  Smyth,  who,  not  consideiing  it  as  a  motion 
hostile  to  Administration,  with  whom  he  had  uniformly  acted 
in  this  business,  nor  in  any  ways  tending  to  retard  those 
military  preparations  which  he  deemed  so  necessary  to  be 
made  at  this  crisis  ;  not  wishing  to  relax  the  nerves  of  Go- 
vernment, when,  in  his  opinion,  they  ought  to  be  stretched 
to  their  utmost  tone ;  but  considering  it  as  a  motion  proper 
to  produce  that  pause  to  our  proceedings  until  due  informa- 
tion shall  be  brought  before  us.  When  he  mentions  in- 
formation, he  did  not  mean  a  few  scraps  of  garbled  and  mu- 
tilated papers,  but  that  verbal  official  information  which  he 
thought  it  the  Minister's  duty  to  impart  to  Parliament.  Per- 
haps the  noble  Lord  would  say  that  this  was  one  of  those 
arcana  of  State  which  properly  belonged  to  the  Cabinet,  and 
which  it  would  be  imprudent  to  impart  to  a  numerous  popu- 
lar assembly.  He  allowed  the  objection  to  have  some  weight 
if  the  dispute  lay  between  sovereign  Powers  of  equal  autho- 
rity, where  the  complicated  interests  of  other  States  might 
be,  in  some  measure,  involved ;  but  where  the  question  lay 
between  fellow-subjects  equally  interested  in  terminating  it, 
he  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  so  much  mystery  and  secrecy. 
It  might  be  highly  improper  in  him  to  ask,  as  well  as  im- 
politick  in  them  to  discover,  the  detail  of  their  plan  ;  but  he 
only  wanted  to  know  whether  they  had  any  plan  at  all. 
With  respect  to  Commissioners  intended  to  be  sent  to  Ame- 
rica, he  thought  that  not  only  the  persons,  but  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  commission,  should  be  made  known,  that 
Parliament  might  judge  whether  they  were  men  proper  to 
be  intrusted  with  so  important  a  negotiation,  and  whether 
the  terms  they  carried  out  were  consistent  with  the  dignity 
of  Great  Britain  to  offer,  and  the  interests  of  the  Americans 
to  receive.  He  had  heard  certain  Governours  mentioned, 
but  could  not  help  thinking  them  very  improper  men.  He 
did  not  mean  to  cast  any  reflections  upon  a  Govemour,  a 
very  worthy  member  of  this  House,  who,  from  his  thorough 
knowledge  of  American  affairs,  was  very  well  qualified  for 
such  an  important  trust ;  but  Governours,  as  such,  were  ob- 
noxious men  to  the  Americans,  he  did  not  mean  in  an  ex- 
tensive sense,  arising  fram  their  attachment  and  partiality 
to  a  popular  Government ;  but  that,  for  many  years  past, 
there  had  been  continual  struggles  between  the  Governours 
and  the  Assemblies,  which  had  been  hastily  called,  and  as 
abruptly  dissolved  ;  and  the  people  ever  considered  Gover- 
nours, from  the  nature  of  their  appointment,  more  interested 
in  asserting  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  than  in  maintain- 
ing the  liberties  of  the  people.  Besides,  they  were  fully 
persuaded  that  most  of  their  misfortunes  have  arisen  from 
the  misrepresentations  of  Governours  on  this  side  the  water. 
However  the  noble  Lord  may  affect  to  treat  this  proposition 
of  his  honourable  friend,  he  only  begged  leave  to  observe, 
that  this  was  not  the  rash  and  hasty  opinion  of  an  incon- 
siderate individual,  but  the  deliberate  wishes  and  desires  of 
many  gentlemen  of  a  most  respectable  description  within 
the  House,  who  expect  to  be  called  upon  in  a  short  time, 
almost  personally,  to  contribute  a  large  supply  towards  car- 
rying on  these  measures. 

Lord  North  did  not  give  a  direct  answer,  though  he  ad- 
mitted the  propriety  of  the  gentleman's  reasonings  who  spoke 
last.  He  said  a  Commission  would  be  sent,  according  to 
the  intimation  given  at  the  opening  of  the  session  from  the 
Throne;  that  the  gentleman  need  not  be  uneasy  that  any 
treaty  of  concession  would  be  agreed  to  without  the  appro- 
bation of  Pariiament ;  but  it  would  be  necessary  to  know 
upon  what  grounds  the  Americans  would  treat  before  tlie 
powers,  sufficient  to  ratify  what  the  Commissioners  might 
think  expedient,  were  derived  from  Parliament.  When  tlifi 
terms  that  America  was  willing  to  submit  to  were  in  a  state 
proper  to  be  laid  before  the  House,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
would  be  the  proper  time  to  take  the  sense  of  Pariiament  oa 
previous  communications,  and  leave  it  to  judge  of  the  alter- 
native, whether  the  offers  of  America  could  be  accepted 
with  honour,  or  whether  Britain  ought  to  reduce  them  to  a 
state  of  obedience,  however  hazardous  the  undertaking. 

Mr.  T.  Townshend  said,  the  noble  mover  had  given  him 
a  strong  lesson  against  great  establishments,  when  his  Lord- 
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ship  said,  that  the  keeping  up  eighty-nine  thousand  men  in 
peace  had  crippled  us.  But  tiiere  was  a  great  difference 
between  the  present  division  of  theempire  and  a  war  with 
its  natural  enemies ;  those  enemies  are  quiet,  but  ready  to 
attack  us  on  a  sudden  whenever  they  sec  an  o|)portunity. 

Mr.  William  Innes.  Sir,  the  present  state  of  our  Ameri- 
can affairs  flows  from  natural  causes.  The  prosperity  of  a 
people  depends  on  a  form  of  Government  suited  to  their  situ- 
ations and  circumstances.  That  which  was  calculated  for 
the  infant  state  of  our  Colonies,  is  evidently  defective  now 
that  they  are  grown  great  and  populous.  In  every  civilized 
nation  in  the  known  world,  at  this  period  of  time,  whether 
monarchy  or  republick,  you  will  not  find  the  subjects  govern- 
ed merely  by  the  love  and  affection  which  they  bare  to  their 
rulers.  A  well  regulated  Government  maintains  its  authority 
by  a  proper  force,  to  restrain  and  correct  the  bad  humours  of 
discontented  individuals.  Is  it  possible  in  the  nature  of  things 
that  amongst  a  numerous  race  of  people,  all  of  them  can  be 
sober  and  sensible  ?  In  every  large  society,  there  is  a  rest- 
less and  turbulent  set  of  men,  fond  of  power,  and  envious  of 
those  in  rank  and  station  above  them.  Have  you  hitherto 
kept  a  force  sufficient  to  maintain  the  authority  of  this  coun- 
try, over  even  a  few  individuals  in  I^ or th- America!  No, 
sir,  you  have  not.  You  laid  on  the  Stamp  Act,  without 
power  to  enforce  it ;  you  were  so  weak  as  to  repeal  it,  with- 
out giving  time  to  try  what  effect  it  might  have  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  things,  owing  to  your  own  unsteady  and 
factious  pursuits  at  home. 

What  has  been  the  real  cause  of  discontent  in  America! 
It  has  arisen  chiefly  from  a  thirst  after  independency,  and 
from  the  great  encouragement  which  the  Colonists  found  on 
this  side  the  water.  A  seditious  spirit  soon  spreads  its  con- 
tagion ;  and,  in  the  present  case,  it  has  grown  to  an  enor- 
mous heigiit.  Is  this  to  be  wondered  at,  when  you  consider 
that  both  here  and  in  America,  there  are  to  be  found  men 
of  abandoned  principles,  ready  to  engage  in  any  outrage? 
The  more  sensible,  who  are  disposed  to  peace,  will  not  in- 
terfere in  proper  time,  thinking  it  the  business  of  Govern- 
ment, under  whose  protection  they  live,  to  defend  them  from 
insult.  You  are  told,  with  confidence,  that  the  North-Ame- 
ricans are  all  of  them  united.  It  is  not  true.  I  have  let- 
ters, on  the  veracity  of  which  I  can  depend,  informing  me 
of  the  contrary.  Ask  the  gentlemen  lately  come  from  North- 
America  :  they  will  tell  you  they  have  been  forced  away, 
because  they  would  not  join  in  the  general  riot  and  disturb- 
ance. 

On  the  great  question  of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind, 
and  the  right  of  taxation,  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  obser- 
vations. When  the  first  settlers  went  out,  they  were  con- 
tent to  go  under  certain  restrictions  and  regulations.  What 
were  those  regulations  ?  Were  not  the  Colonists  confined 
within  certain  bounds,  and  subjected  to  certain  terms  by 
charter  grants  ?  Were  they  not  then  satisfied  and  happy  to 
accept  the  terms  granted  them,  and  to  be  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  mother  country  ?  Did  the  first  settlers  in  the 
Colonies,  to  whom  the  charters  were  granted,  presume  to 
say  to  the  mother  county,  we  will  abide  by  your  laws  and 
regulations  so  long  as  we  shall  think  fit,  but  no  longer? 
Have  not  the  Colonists  all  along  enjoyed  every  encourage- 
ment and  support  which  die  first  settlers  could  possibly  have 
expected  ?  Was  it  not  then  understood  that  they  were  to 
be  subject  to  the  laws  of  this  country?  Will  any  man  say 
that  either  the  original  or  any  of  the  late  emigrants  ever 
went  out  with  any  other  views  than  those  of  interest?  Did 
the  original  settlers  presume  to  talk  about  representatives 
in  Parliament,  and  of  a  refusal  to  be  taxed  without  their  own 
consent  ?  Has  a  man,  whom  I  have  indulged  to  possess  a 
share  of  my  house  at  an  easy  rate,  but  subject  to  my  rules, 
a  right,  when  I  am  grown  old,  thinking  he  is  stronger  than 
me,  to  say,  I  will  submit  to  your  rules  no  longer;  the  house 
is  mine,  and  I  will  turn  you  out  ?  Is  it  because  the  Colo- 
nies have  arrived  to  a  flourishing  condition,  under  the  wing 
of  the  parent  State,  that  they  have  a  right  to  rebel  ?  It  has 
been  asserted  that  the  Colonists  are  the  offspring  of  English- 
men, and,  as  such,  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  Britons.  Sir, 
I  am  bold  to  deny  it ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  they  not  only 
consist  of  English,  Scots,  and  Irish,  but  also  of  French, 
Dutch,  Germans,  innumerable  Indians,  Africans,  and  a  mul- 
titude of  felons  from  this  countr}'.  Is  it  possible  to  tell  which 
are  the  most  turbulent  amongst  such  a  mixture  of  people  ? 
To  which  of  them  is  England  to  give  up  her  original  right 


over  an  estate  belonging  to  herself?  I  leave  it  to  the  learn- 
ed and  ingenious  honourable  gentlemen  to  define  the  true 
sense  and  meaning  of  the  different  charters  granted  to  the 
Colonies ;  but  I  am  afraid  their  nice  distinctions  and  defini- 
tions will  tiirow  little  light  upon  the  subject,  and  serve  only 
to  perplex  and  confound  men  of  ordinary  understanding. 

The  grand  claim  of  the  Americans  is  liberty ;  but  it  ap- 
pears to  me  absurd  to  say  that  a  people  who  import  slaves, 
and  are  despotick  over  them — nay,  many  of  whom  draw 
their  sustenance  from  the  very  bosom  of  slavery — have  a 
right  to  the  freedom  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
enjoy.  The  North-American  spirit  and  practice,  in  this 
respect,  have  surely  nodiing  in  them  similar  to  what  pre- 
vails in  Great  Britain.  Would  it  not,  then,  be  a  strange 
piece  of  policy,  if  not  a  subvei-sion  of  all  order  in  the 
mother  country,  to  countenance  this  dangerous  spirit,  which 
evidently  aims  at  independency,  and  might  speedily  degene- 
rate into  tyranny,  over  their  present  constitutional  superiors  ? 
What  claim  can  those  persons  have  to  an  increase  of  liberty, 
who  do  not  grant  the  smallest  exercise  of  it  to  their  neigh- 
bours ?  Or  if  their  claim  were  to  be  admitted,  in  what 
manner  is  sue!)  liberty  to  be  dispensed — partially  or  impar- 
tially ?  Is  the  grandchild  to  be  free,  andthe  grandfather  to 
remain  a  slave  ?  Is  the  brother  to  enjoy  liberty,  and  the 
sister  to  be  excluded  from  it  ?  Tiie  question  concerning  the 
natural  rights  of  mankind  cannot,  with  propriety,  come 
under  consideration  in  the  present  dispute  between  us  and 
our  Colonies.  Liberty,  genuine  liberty,  if  it  exist  at  all,  is 
confined  to  this  and  our  sister  kingdom.  If  our  forefathers 
have  been  so  negligent  as  not  to  give  stability  to  the  autho- 
rity of  this  country  over  her  Colonies,  it  is  high  time  that 
we  should  do  it. 

I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  the  duty  I  owe  to  my  country  in 
general,  and  to  my  constituents  in  particular,  to  be  silent  on 
this  great  occasion.  Things  are  got  to  such  a  height  that  it 
behoves  every  man  to  give  all  the  assistance  in  his  power. 
Sir,  the  method  hitherto  pursued,  to  quell  the  rebellion  in 
North- America,  has  proved  ineffectual,  because  it  was  mild 
and  gentle.  We  are  not,  however,  to  despair.  More  vigor- 
ous and  better  planned  measures  will  have  a  different  effect. 
Your  troops  received  a  severe  check  on  the  19th  of  April. 
What  else  could  be  expected  ?  The  Provincials  were  pro- 
voked at  being  represented  as  cowards.  They  were  deter- 
mined to  convince  you  of  the  contrary?  They  fought,  in- 
deed ;  but  how  did  they  fight  ?  They  attacked  your  troops 
from  windows  of  houses  and  from  behind  walls,  at  a  time 
the  soldiei-s  were  fatigued  with  a  long  march.  Neither  has 
the  lamentable  affair  at  Bunker's  Hill,  on  the  17th  of  June, 
anything  surprising  in  it.  The  Provincials  were  strongly 
intrenched  on  an  eminence — a  situation  which  inspired 
courage,  in  confidence  of  safety ;  yet  our  troops  fought  and 
conquered  under  the  greatest  disadvantages.  Boston  is  a 
place  badly  situated  for  defence,  surrounded  by  hills,  and 
liable  to  be  attacked  in  various  ways ;  it  is,  therefore,  entirely 
improper  to  keep  an  army  at  a  place  so  circumstanced, 
and  for  this  reason  your  troops  ought  to  be  i-emoved  from 
thence. 

There  has  not,  as  yet,  been  any  regular  engagement,  nor 
a  fair  trial  of  military  skill  and  courage,  between  his  Majes- 
ty's forces  and  the  Rebels.  The  numbers  of  the  latter  are 
undoubtedly  great,  and  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
to  conquer  them,  if  attacked  when  so  securely  intrenched. 
The  people  of  Massachusetts-Bay  appear  to  be  obstinate 
and  enlhusiastick  to  the  last  degree ;  they  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  treated  like  madmen,  whom  it  were  folly  to  contend 
with.  I  would,  on  this  consideration,  advise  to  shut  them 
up  with  frigates  and  sloops-of-war,  and  leave  them. 

A  noble  Lord  may  remember  I  took  the  liberty  to  pro- 
pose this  measure  to  him  in  the  month  of  February  last,  be- 
fore the  reinforcement  went  out ;  and,  from  a  full  pei-suasion 
of  the  propriety  of  it,  recommended  to  his  Lordship  to  send 
all  the  army  to  Netv-York  and  rhiladelphia.  I  wish  that 
plan  had  been  adopted ;  it  would  have  prevented  much 
bloodshed  and  other  ill  consequences.  But  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  no  human  foresight  can  determine  in  what  man- 
ner the  best  concerted  plans  will  operate. 

You  are  losing,  to  all  appearance,  a  complete  year,  by 
your  army  being  kept  at  Boston.  The  enemies  of  Admi- 
nistration exult  and  reproach  you  with  the  ignominious 
situation  of  British  soldiers,  cooped  up  in  a  state  of  inac- 
tion.    But  let  not  this  discourage  us.     If  it  were  not  for  the 
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real  loss  of  so  many  brave  men  who  have  unhappily  fallen, 
every  other  consideration  is  immaterial.  You  are  not,  how- 
ever, without  some  advantage ;  time,  which  brings  all  things 
to  an  issue,  seems  to  be  working  favourably  for  you. 

I  presume,  with  all  deference,  still  to  offer  my  poor  opinion  ; 
it  is,  that  the  army  should  be  sent  to  one  of  the  Southern 
Colonies,  to  make  one  strong  post.  If  there  is  to  be  more 
fighting,  let  the  Provincials  make  the  attack,  if  they  please. 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  are  to  have  an  army  of  twenty 
or  twenty-five  thousand  men  in  IS orth- America  next  spring ; 
although  I  mean  they  should  be  intrenched  and  act  on  the 
defensive,  yet  they  may  act  offensively  as  opportunity  offers. 
Your  army,  posted  in  a  secure  situation,  will  give  loyal  sub- 
jects encouragement  to  declare  themselves ;  they  only  want 
protection.  1  think  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  force 
intended  is  sufficient  to  subdue  the  Colonies  to  the  south- 
ward of  Delaware  river,  and  that  sloops-of-war  may  easily 
obstruct  the  passage  of  an  army  from  the  Northern  Pro- 
vinces, should  an  attempt  be  made  to  cross  that  extensive 
river  to  join  the  Insurgents  on  the  other  side. 

Your  success  against  one-half  of  iVor^A-ylmcnca  will  pave 
the  way  to  the  conquest  of  the  whole,  and  it  is  more  than 
probable  you  may  find  men  to  recruit  your  army  in  Ame- 
rica; money  will  engage  them  to  inlist.  Such  of  those 
deluded  people  as  are  determined  to  continue  in  rebellion, 
may  be  allowed  to  carry  on  their  military  designs  and  ope- 
rations in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country  as  long  as  they 
can  keep  together ;  they  ought  not  to  be  followed ;  let  your 
army  still  maintain  one  firm  post.  In  time,  the  Rebels  will 
be  tired  out ;  they  will  be  perplexed  if  you  do  not  follow 
them ;  their  guilt,  folly,  and  expense,  must  breed  intestine 
dissensions ;  the  common  men  must  soon  be  convinced  of 
the  fraud  of  being  paid  m  paper  currency ;  the  foolish  and 
wicked  resolves  of  the  Congress  with  regard  to  non-impor- 
tation and  non-exportation  will  soon  recoil  on  themselves 
and  prove  their  destruction.  The  Congress,  by  their  ridicu- 
lous and  presumptuous  scheme  of  a  bar  to  all  trade  with 
Britain  and  her  Islands,. have  exposed  themselves  to  con- 
tempt, and,  by  this  time,  must  be  feeling  the  ruinous  effects 
of  it.  They  vainly  imagined  that  all  the  merchants  and 
manufacturers  of  Britain  would  have  taken  the  alarm,  and, 
through  fear  of  the  loss  of  trade,  have  yielded  to  their  views ; 
but  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of  this  country  has  shown 
them  and  the  world  that  they  are  not  to  be  deceived  by  such 
artifice.  Another  of  the  ingenious  devices  of  the  North- 
Americans  was,  to  lay  in  a  stock  of  goods,  which  they 
thought  sufBcient  to  clothe  them  for  an  extraordinary  time ; 
but,  by  authentick  advices,  they  EU-e  already  in  great  want 
of  all  sorts  of  necessaries.  As  one  instance  within  my 
own  knowledge,  a  letter  I  have  received,  within  these  few 
days,  from  a  correspondent  in  North- America,  enclosing  an 
order  for  goods  to  be  sent  next  spring,  if  possible,  contains 
this  paragraph:  "My  negroes  will  suffer  much  next  year, 
if  matters  are  not  speedily  accommodated.  What  the  poorer 
sort  of  planters  will  do,  I  know  not ;  for  there  is  not  a  piece 
of  linen  of  any  sort  to  be  got  in  any  of  the  stores."  I  hope 
the  friends  of  the  Colonies  will  not  be  so  bold  as  to  assert 
that  they  are  such  a  supernatural  race  as  to  live  without 
clothes  any  more  than  they  can  exist  without  meat,  drink, 
and  sleep. 

After  your  army  has  fortified  one  strong  place,  detach- 
ments may  be  sent  to  other  seaport  towns  to  erect  forts 
under  cover  of  ships-of-war ;  it  will  soon  appear  how  far 
settlements  may  be  extended  in  the  Southern  Provinces. 
If  your  sloops  are  vigilant,  (which,  doubtless,  they  will  be,) 
it  is  next  to  an  impossibility  that  cargops  of  goods  can  be 
smuggled  into  North-America  to  any  extent,  even  in  the 
three  winter  months,  which  are  only  severe  to  the  north- 
ward ;  trading  vessels  can  scarcely  escape  sloops-of-war 
properly  stationed  on  the  coast  and  within  the  great  rivers. 
In  this  situation,  the  Colonists  will  be  driven  to  the  last 
extremity  for  want  of  clothes  and  other  necessary  articles, 
particularly  those  of  the  woollen  kind.  It  is  scarce  possi- 
ble they  can  subsist,  with  any  degree  of  comfort,  without 
British  and  Irish  goods ;  if  they  are  supplied  with  the 
manufactures  of  this  country  by  any  indirect  means,  yet 
the  pretext  of  the  decline  of  trade  may  be  kept  up  by  de- 
signing men,  although  in  fact  it  be  flourishing. 

I  have  read  the  petitions  and  addresses  from  some  of  the 
manufacturing  towns,  giving  a  dreadful  representation  of 
their  fears  and  apprehensions  of  a  total  decay  of  trade, 


"  should  that  be  interrupted  which  we  derive  from  a  friend- 
ly intercoui-se  s\\t\\  North- America,  fi,nA  by  which  alone  our 
rank  in  Europe  can  be  supported."  In  these  petitions  ihey 
artfully  insinuate,  that  the  present  flourishing  state  of  com- 
merce throughout  the  kingdom,  is  owing  to  accidental  and 
temporary  causes,  such  as  "the  peace  oi Poland,  the  Spa- 
nish flota,"  &,c.  Sir,  these  petitions  are  calculated  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  imposing  on  weak  minds ;  this  country 
furnishes  many  articles  of  commerce,  from  natural  growth, 
and  by  the  dexterity  of  our  artists,  which  no  other  part  of 
the  globe  can  produce ;  it  is  impossible,  therefore,  that  we 
can  be  deprived  of  our  usual  share  of  trade  with  every  part 
of  the  wodd  ;  h orth- America,  in  particular,  cannot  be  sup- 
plied with  several  of  her  commodities,  except  from  Great 
Britain.  If  a  survey  were  taken  of  the  stale  of  the  manu- 
factures over  all  Europe,  it  will  not  be  found  that  one  nation 
with  another  possesses  above  one  year's  superfluous  stock 
of  goods,  any  more  than  an  extraordinary  quantity  of  pro- 
visions ;  on  the  supposition,  therefore,  that  the  American 
trade  should  be  diverted  into  a  foreign  channel,  the  nation 
which  supplies  them  must,  of  course,  be  itself  speedily  ex- 
hausted, and  forced  to  apply  to  Britain  for  a  recruit. 

Sir,  I  declare  myself  averse  to  any  further  concession  to- 
wards the  Colonies,  than  what  was  offered  by  the  concilia- 
tory plan,  namely,  "  that  the  Colonies  should  furnish  an 
adequate  sum,  to  be  raised  amongst  themselves  towards  the 
general  expense."  The  defence  of  North-America  has 
cost  this  nation  many  millions ;  and  it  Is  but  equitable  now 
that  the  Colonists  should  contribute  to  an  alleviation  of  that 
burden.  Administration,  in  my  opinion,  betrayed  the  dig- 
nity of  this  country  in  making  even  that  proposition,  and, 
after  what  has  since  happened,  the  Rebels  are  unworthy  of 
such  mild  treatment.  From  whom  ought  proposals  of  ac- 
commodation to  come?  Have  they  not  been  the  ag- 
gressors ?  Have  they  not  grossly  insulted  the  constitutional 
authority  of  this  empire  ?  The  North-Americans  in  gene- 
ral, indeed,  are  objects  of  compassion,  rather  than  of  resent- 
ment; they  have  been  led  on,  and  insensibly  made  the  tools 
of  factious  and  discontented  men  in  this  and  their  own 
country.  It  is  more  than  probable  the  Stamp  Act  would 
have  been  submitted  to,  had  not  the  opposition  to  it  been 
countenanced  here. 

As  affairs  are  now  situated,  some  new  and  uncommon 
expedients  ought  to  be  devised,  to  rectify  them.  One  of 
our  great  objects  at  present  should  be  to  succour  our  inno- 
cent and  peaceable  subjects,  in  this  their  time  of  distress. 
For  this  reason,  I  cannot  altogether  approve  of  all  tlie  acts 
passed  for  the  punishment  of  the  delinquents,  because  they 
involve  the  innocent  with  the  guilty.  The  former,  as  well  as 
the  latter,  are  in  great  want  of  all  sorts  of  clothes.  It  being 
unsafe  for  merchants  to  send  out  goods,  it  is  submitted, 
whether  it  would  not  be  good  policy  in  Government  to  give 
orders  for,  and  export,  a  quantity  of  such  conunodities  as 
our  loyal  American  subjects  are  known  to  want  most,  and 
particularly  clothing  for  women  and  children.  This  would 
be  an  act  of  great  benevolence,  as  well  as  sound  policy. 
Such  goods  might  be  under  the  care  of  supercargoes,  pro- 
tected by  the  army ;  they  would  be  ready  to  supply  our 
friends,  and  also  such  of  the  disaffected  as  might  be  dispo- 
sed to  submit ;  this,  under  good  management,  would  prove 
beneficial,  not  detrimental,  to  the  publick:  nor  would  it  re- 
quire a  very  large  sum  for  tliis  purpose ;  the  goods  might  be 
bartered  for  flour,  and  other  provisions  for  the  army.  Mer- 
chants would,  after  some  time,  be  induced  to  send  cargoes 
to  the  places  where  the  army  was  securely  posted,  which 
would  relieve  Government  of  that  trouble.  Sugars,  rum, 
molasses,  and  even  tea — articles  all  of  them  much  wanted — 
would  find  purchasers,  and  be  very  acceptable ;  they  would 
be  the  means  of  procuring  bread,  flour,  Indian  com,  staves, 
shingles,  Sic,  for  the  West-India  Islands ;  the  sloops-of-war 
would  protect  trading  vessels  to  different  towns  and  creeks 
on  the  rivers  ;  detachments  of  soldiers  might  be  sent  to  as- 
sist the  landing  of  goods.  Trade  would  thus  be  at  least  in 
the  choice  of  foes  as  well  as  friends,  and  their  necessitous 
situation  would  constrain  them  cheerfully  to  embrace  it; 
for  who  can  suppose  that  the  naked  would  refuse  to  be 
clothed,  or  the  miserable  to  be  relieved  ?  And  thus  the 
olive-branch  would  be  held  out  to  them  in  one  hand,  while 
the  sword  is  kept  in  the  other:  let  them  make  their  option. 
If  they  are  determined  to  remain  obstinate,  we  have  only  to 
continue  firm ;  and  I  trust  the  contest  will  be  decided  with- 
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out  much  further  bloodshed.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
those  who  are  loyally  disposed,  of  whom  there  are  many, 
want  but  a  pretext  to  shake  off  their  obedience  to  the  re- 
solutions of  the  Congress,  to  which  they  now  submit  through 
compulsion. 

As  to  the  West-India  Islands,  your  effecting  the  conquest 
of  even  only  two  or  three  of  the  principal  towns  on  the 
Continent  would,  in  a  great  measure,  fumish  them  with 
necessaries ;  this  should  be  done  with  all  the  despatch  pos- 
sible. With  regard  to  our  manufactures  at  home,  (a  no  less 
important  object.)  if  the  projiosed  exportation  should  take 
place,  they  would  be  ke\it  in  employment,  and  thereby 
much  uneasiness  prevented.  It  is  surely  of  the  last  conse- 
quence that  the  distresses  of  the  industrious  part  of  the 
nation  should  be  alleviated  to  the  utmost,  and  their  affec- 
tions to  Government  preserved.  How  is  this  to  be  effected, 
if  no  goods  are  to  be  sent  to  America  1  The  manufactures 
ought,  nevertheless,  to  be  purchased  at  the  risk  of  the  pub- 
lick,  and  the  goods  laid  up  in  store  till  a  demand  for  them 
should  offer.  This  is  a  common  cause,  and  should  be  sup- 
ported at  the  general  expense,  if  any  should  be  incurred. 

Sir,  I  must  beg  leave  also  to  mention  the  situation  of 
another  class  of  men  suffering  great  hardship — I  mean  the 
merchants  and  traders  to  North- America,  whose  fortunes 
are  locked  up  whilst  the  present  disputes  subsist ;  not  owing 
to  the  want  of  inclination  in  their  principal  correspondents 
abroad  to  remit,  for  there  are  men  of  as  great  honour  in 
I\'orth-America  as  anywhere,  and  who  have  sent  all  the 
payments  they  could  ;  but  in  the  present  general  confusion, 
which  obstructs  the  administration  of  justice,  a  stagnation  of 
payments  follows  of  course.  It  is  impossible  for  the  mer- 
chant, under  these  circumstances,  to  discharge  his  debts  to 
the  shopkeeper  and  mechanick,  and  this  brings  on  a  gene- 
ral distress.  To  remedy  this  evil,  a  committee  of  merchants, 
not  in  the  American  trade,  might  be  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  difficulties  which  the  JSorth-American  merchants 
labour  under.  What  they  want  is  money,  or  a  credit  for  it, 
to  answer  their  present  exigencies ;  and',  I  presume,  they 
would  be  well  satisfied  with  a  sum  equivalent  to  one-half  of 
what  they  are  disappointed  in.  To  effect  this  valuable  pur- 
pose, I  am  persuaded  a  less  sum  than  one  million  would  be 
sufficient.  Government,  for  this  end,  might  issue  bills  un- 
der the  sanctionof  Parliament,  bearing  four  per  cent,  interest, 
to  be  lent  to  such  merchants  as  may  be  found  entitled  to 
this  aid,  under  the  stipulation  of  their  paying  the  interest  on 
the  bills  so  lent,  half-yearly,  to  the  possessor  of  them ;  it 
being  further  understood,  that  the  borrower  shall,  besides  his 
own  security,  find  two  sufficient  bondsmen  to  be  answer- 
able, by  endorsing  the  bills,  for  the  repayment  of  the  loan 
at  the  end  of  two  years  after  peace  is  re-established  with 
America,  or  with  the  particular  Colony  where  any  indivi- 
dual's effects  may  be  detained.  Still  further,  in  order  to 
give  full  satisfaction,  both  to  the  holders  of  said  bills  and  to 
the  publick,  they  must  be  so  qualified  as  to  return  on  the 
merchant  and  his  two  securities,  and  be  no  longer  passable 
after  the  two  years  are  elapsed,  from  the  time  publick  notice 
has  been  given  that  peace  is  restored,  and  courts  of  law 
open  for  the  recovery  of  debts.  In  this,  or  some  such  mode, 
a  very  necessary  piece  of  business  might  be  transacted, 
without  much,  if  any,  loss  to  the  publick ;  and,  indeed,  no 
loss  can  happen,  unless  not  only  the  merchant,  but  likewise 
both  his  bondsmen,  should  become  insolvent.  My  own 
concerns  in  North-America  are  too  small  to  induce  me  to 
propose  this  plan  from  selfish  motives ;  I  hope,  therefore, 
this  House  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  I  am  only  plead- 
ing a  general  cause,  from  the  satisfaction  it  would  give  me 
to  be  in  the  smallest  degree  instrumental  towards  promoting 
the  happiness  of  the  British  merchants.  This  is  no  new 
thing  in  the  commercial  world,  for  within  these  few  years 
the  Empress  of  Russia,  at  a  time  of  general  distress,  ordered 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  to  be  lent  to  the  merchants  in 
her  dominions,  which  prevented  the  tuin  of  several  of 
them. 

The  manufacturers  and  traders,  who  are  afraid  of  the 
loss  of  their  business,  are  much  mistaken  if  they  think  it  is 
to  be  preserved  by  a  repeal  of  the  acts  complained  of,  or 
by  a  submission-  to  the  Americans.  To  rely  on  their  affec- 
tion to  this  country  would  indeed  be  to  build  on  a  sandy 
foundation.  It  is  notorious  to  every  merchant  in  the  Ame- 
rican trade,  that  the  most  northern  of  the  Colonies  have 
long  been  in  the  practice  of  smuggling  every  article  of  goods 


they  could  from  Holland  and  Germany ;  and  all  the  Colo- 
nies, without  exception,  have  discovered  great  partiality  to 
the  French  Islands,  in  preference  to  the  British.  If  you 
give  up  your  authority  over  the  Colonies,  it  is  losing  the 
substance  for  the  sake  of  the  shadow  ;  it  is  sacrificing  a  last- 
ing trade  for  a  momentary,  ill-judged  tranquillity. 

You  have  been  told,  with  apparent  gravity,  that  "peace 
is  in  your  power ;  that  you  have  only  to  embrace  her  to 
possess  her."  But  consider  what  kind  of  peace  is  meant, 
and  from  whose  mouths  the  voice  of  peace  proceeds.  Does 
it  come  from  the  lips  of  bosora  friends?  Does  it  flow  from 
those  you  have  reason  to  believe  sincere  ?  Is  it  not  rather 
the  language  of  mockers,  revilers,  and  deceivers,  of  men 
who  wish  your  destruction  ?  Peace  is  recommended  by 
some  right  honourable  gentlemen  who  tell  you  the  Declara- 
tory Act  (an  act  passed  while  they  themselves  were  in 
office)  means  nothing.  That  act  certainly  meant  something 
at  the  time  it  was  made :  the  intention  of  it  must  at  least 
have  been  a  deception  on  this  country,  to  palliate  the  dis- 
grace of  repealing  the  Stamp  Act.  Those  advocates  for  a 
paltry  and  inglorious  peace,  seem  to  depend  too  much  on 
their  rhetorical  abilities  ;  they  wantonly  sport  with  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  great  nation,  merely  with  the  view  to  over- 
turn the  present  Ministry,  under  the  pretence  of  rescuing 
their  country  from  imminent  danger.  Supposing  those 
mighty  patriots  were  to  prevail  in  the  present  struggle  for 
power,  and  to  have  settled  with  the  Americans  upon  their 
own  terms,  these  honourable  gentlemen,  when  in  office, 
may  again  change  their  language,  and  tell  the  Provincials, 
as  they  have  told  you,  that  they  meant  nothing.  Let  the 
Americans  trust  them,  if  they  will ;  but  as  you  have  been 
already  deceived  by  their  dissimulation,  it  would  be  the 
height  of  folly  in  this  country  to  put  confidence  in  such  men 
a  second  time. 

You  are  upbraided  with  insolence,  cruelty,  and  bloodshed. 
Ridiculous,  false,  unjust !  Did  not  the  Rebels  first  begin  the 
attack  on  the  King's  troops  in  both  the  engagements  ?  Ad- 
mitting the  Tea  Act  was  wrong,  does  that  justify  the  auda- 
cious steps  their  lawless  mobs  took  to  show  their  resentment 
against  it  ?  Can  any  act  of  Government,  even  a  mistaken 
zeal  for  the  authority  of  this  country  over  her  Colonists,  jus- 
tify the  raising  of  armies,  the  concerting  and  conducting 
every  other  device  of  war,  to  resist  the  Legislature  of  this 
country?  Have  they  not  exercised  such  cruelties  over  our 
loyal  subjects  as  our  most  inveterate  enemies  would  shud- 
der at  ?  Will  you  not  resent  such  inhuman  acts,  committed 
on  your  defenceless  friends  and  subjects,  who  have  been 
(men,  women,  and  children)  driven  from  their  peaceful 
habitations  ?  Did  not  the  Congress  first,  by  their  resolves, 
endeavour  to  starve  your  West-India  Islands,  and  also  to 
deprive  your  industrious  manufacturers  of  employment  ? 
Have  they  not,  by  every  art,  endeavoured  to  throw  this 
kingdom  into  the  utmost  consternation  and  confusion  ?  Can 
you  bear  such  repeated  insults  ?  Can  you,  after  so  many 
and  deliberate  indignities  offered  you,  treat  with  them  but 
as  with  revolted,  rebellious  subjects,  who  ought  thankfully 
to  submit  to  such  conditions  as  you  may  think  proper  to  give 
them  ?  I  hope  and  trust  the  Ministry  will  continue  firm, 
and  that  after  ages  shall  not  be  able  to  say,  that  in  the  days 
of  George  III  America  was  lost  to  England.  Let  us  be 
steady  in  pursuing  the  interests  of  this  country,  but  at  the 
same  time  merciful  and  forgiving.  It  is  more  than  probable 
that  the  ringleaders  in  this  mischief  are  but  few  in  number ; 
if  they  can  be  laid  hold  of  they  deserve  no  mercy;  convince 
the  lower  class  of  those  infatuated  people  that  the  imaginary 
liberty  they  are  so  eagerly  pursuing  is  not  by  any  means  to 
be  compared  to  that  which  the  Constitution  of  this  happy 
country  already  permits  them  to  enjoy.  Patience  and  per- 
severance in  this  great  work  are  absolutely  necessary.  The 
time  does  not  yet  seem  to  have  arrived  for  the  Americans  to 
acknowledge  their  error.  The  natural  course  of  diings  will 
do  more  for  you  than  great  armies.  Where  is  the  necessity 
of  haste  ?  It  is  even  better  to  risk  a  war  also  with  your  real 
enemies,  than  to  end  the  present  contest  in  a  dishonourable, 
pitiful,  and  disgraceful  way.  Some  things  require  great 
despatch ;  others,  mature  deliberation.  The  more  time  you 
take  to  setde  these  controversies,  you  will  obtain  the  better 
terms.  Negotiations  for  peace  resemble  transactions  in 
trade — he  who  is  most  eager  to  buy  or  sell  usually  makes 
the  worst  bargain. 

This  country,  when  united,  which  it  certainly  must  be  in 
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cases  of  necessity,  where  the  well-being  of  the  nation  is  at 
stake,  is  always  able  to  defend  herself  against  the  whole 
world  ;  consequently  powerful  enough  to  reduce  her  revolted 
Colonies  to  obedience.  Let  the  Colonists  know  that  the 
longer  they  resist,  the  heavier  burden  they  will  incur,  as  in 
justice  they  must  be  made  to  defray  the  expenses  of  sub- 
duing the  present  Rebellion.  They  have  given  you  the 
opportunity,  and  now  is  the  time  to  insist  on  terms  safe  and 
honourable  for  this  country.  Inform  them  in  plain  language 
that  you  are  determined  to  erect  forts,  and  in  future  to  keep 
up  a  sufficient  force  amongst  them  to  maintain  peace.  Your 
naval  power  is  great ;  your  resources  for  military  men,  while 
you  have  riches,  are  immense ;  but,  above  all,  your  cause  is 
just ;  be  not  afraid.  Heaven  will  support  you. 

General  Conway  said  that  if  Administration  meant  any 
thing,  they  should  have  prosecuted  the  operations  by  sea. 
He  condemned  the  whole  of  the  arrangements  now  proposed. 
He  was  certain  the  force  now  going  to  be  voted  was  not 
sufficient.  He  was  certain  that  no  force  they  could,  with 
their  utmost  exertions,  raise  or  maintain,  would  be  adequate 
to  the  task ;  it  was  not  only  his  own  opinion,  but  that  of 
several  General  officers,  men  of  rank  and  eminence  in  their 
profession  ;  nay,  it  was  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  first  Gene- 
ral officers  in  Europe,  whose  name,  if  insisted  on,  he  was 
ready  to  mention.  But  supposing  the  force  to  be  adequate; 
suppose  you  could  carry  everything  according  to  your  own 
expectations,  what  would  it  amount  to?  Do  you  think 
the  other  Powers  of  Europe  will  sit  silent  and  inactive  at 
such  a  season  ?  Do  you  think,  though  they  should  not  take 
an  open  part,  they  will  not  encourage  and  spirit  up  these 
people?  that  they  will  not  give  that  kind  of  assistance 
which  America  wants,  and  they  can  best  spare  ?  It  is  true, 
Holland  has  prohibited  any  communication  with  the  British 
Colonies.  Has  France  or  Spain  issued  any  such  publick 
order?  Or  if  they  did,  ought  it  to  be  depended  on  ?  I  am 
sure  it  ought  not.  I  have  the  strongest  reason  to  believe, 
by  information  from  persons  well  acquainted  with  the  matter, 
that  none  of  them  are  to  he  relied  on  ;  and  I  have  heard, 
from  no  mean  authority,  that  at  least  one  of  the  former 
Powers  has  given,  and  will  continue  to  give  them  every 
secret  aid,  till  they  shall  no  longer  have  an  interest  in  con- 
cealing their  real  sentiments.  For  my  part,  I  disapprove  of 
the  whole  proceedings,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end ;  the 
principles,  the  measures,  the  system,  all  claim  my  strongest 
disapprobation.  I  am,  therefore,  determined  to  set  my  face 
openly  against  them.  The  noble  Lord  [North]  who  has 
the  direction  of  the  affairs  of  this  country,  tells  you  that  the 
Americans  aim  at  independence.  I  defy  the  noble  Lord, 
or  any  other  member  of  this  House,  to  adduce  one  solid 
proof  of  this  charge.  He  says  the  era  of  1763  is  the  time 
they  wish  to  recur  to,  because  such  a  concession  on  our  part 
would  be,  in  effect,  giving  up  their  dependance  on  this 
country.  I  deny  the  conclusion,  too.  I  would  ask  the 
noble  Lord,  did  the  people  of  America  set  up  this  claim  of 
independence  previous  to  the  year  1763?  No,  they  were 
then  peaceable  and  dutiful  subjects.  They  are  still  dutiful 
and  obedient.  [Here  a  murmur  of  disapprobation.]  I  re- 
peat my  words,  I  think  them  so  inclined  ;  I  am  certain  they 
would  be  so,  if  they  were  permitted.  The  acts  they  have 
committed  arise  from  no  want  of  either ;  they  have  been 
forced  into  them.  Taxes  have  been  attempted  to  be  levied 
on  them  ;  their  charters  have  been  violated,  nay,  taken  away. 
Administration  have  attempted  to  coerce  them  by  the  most 
cruel  and  oppressive  laws.  What  will  not  men  attempt  in 
such  a  situation  ?  What  will  not  freemen  feel  under  such 
a  complication  of  misery  and  distress  ?  How  does  any  man 
in  this  House  think  men  should  act,  when  overwhelmed  with 
a  train  of  calamities  ?  How  ought  freemen  and  English- 
men to  act  under  such  circumstances  ?  I  will  not  say  that 
the  assertion  may  be  strictly  legal,  but  I  am  sure  it  is  founded 
in  the  fundamental  principles  of  this  Constitution  and  the 
natural  rights  of  mankind,  to  affirm  they  are  fully  justified 
in  their  resistance;  and  I  hope  that  that  principle  is  deeply 
engraven  in  the  heart  of  every  Englishman.  I  would  ask, 
is  there  one  of  you  that  would  tamely  or  basely  submit  to 
such  a  manifest  injustice  ?  I  say  it  is  injustice  in  the  most 
aggravated  sense,  to  take  money  from  people  against  their 
consent,  nay,  their  express  disapprobation,  without  a  single 
information  relative  to  their  abilities  or  means  of  payment. 
The  noble  Lord  says  the  contest  is  not  now  about  taxation, 
but  whether  the  people  of  America  are  to  form  a  dependant 


part  of  this  empire  or  not.  But  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the 
dispute  this  moment  existing  is  about  taxation  ;  for  but  once 
give  up  the  claim,  and  every  single  step  you  have  taken 
throughout  this  business  has  been  no  less  mad  and  ridiculous 
than  violent  and  unjust.  You  sought  a  revenue,  to  which 
you  had  not  a  single  fair  pretension,  because  they  fully 
contributed  to  the  proportion  of  the  publick  burdens,  by 
acquiescing  in  the  monopoly  of  their  trade.  In  fine,  though 
measures  of  coercion  were  constitutional,  were  equitable,  I 
am  perfectly  satisfied  they  are  totally  impracticable.  I  am 
sure  there  is  not  a  gentleman  of  the  profession,  however 
sanguine,  will  rise  and  tell  the  House,  that  he  believes  the 
force  to  be  voted  this  day  is  by  any  means  proportioned  to 
the  extent  of  the  necessary  operation,  though  the  regiments 
were  effective  and  every  way  complete.  If  this  be,  then, 
the  case,  it  is  plain  some  other  plan  is  in  contemplation. 
Let,  then,  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  rise  and  give 
us  some  information.  I  do  not  desire  the  detail ;  let  us  have 
general  outline,  to  be  able  to  judge  of  the  probability  of  its 
success.  It  is  indecent  not  to  lay  before  the  House  some 
plan,  or  the  outlines  of  a  plan.  What  does  the  noble  Lord 
mean?  How  does  he  intend  to  act?  If  his  plan  is  con- 
ciliation, let  us  see  it,  that  we  may  form  some  opinion  upon 
it ;  if  it  be  hostility  and  coercion,  I  do  repeat,  that  we  have 
no  cause  for  a  minute's  consideration  ;  for  I  can  with  con- 
fidence pronounce,  that  the  present  military  armament  will 
never  succeed. 

Mr.  JenMnson  contended,  that  several  of  the  acts  de- 
sired by  the  Americans  to  be  repealed  did  not  direcdy  relate 
to  the  present  contest.  He  said,  he  was  afraid  that  all 
attempts  to  conciliate  would  be  fruitless.  A  noble  Lord 
[Lord  Chatham]  in  the  other  House  had  formed  a  plan  of 
conciliation  ;  another  originated  in  that  House ;  but  what  was 
the  reception  they  met  with  ?  They  were  both  treated  with 
every  possible  mark  of  disrespect  and  contempt ;  nay,  so 
determined  were  the  Continental  Congress  to  reject  any 
pacifick  overture,  that  they  refused  so  much  as  to  receive 
the  latter  as  a  basis  for  treaty  or  negotiation.  He  said,  if 
there  was  the  least  prospect  of  success,  it  would  be  the  ac- 
companying our  terms  of  conciliation  with  a  considerable 
force.  There  were  several  terms  to  be  made  before  con- 
ciliation could  be  obtained.  He  could  mention  many,  but 
at  present  would  only  mention  one :  that  security  should  be 
given  to  all  those  who  had  adhered  to  the  Government  of 
this  country  over  America,  and  had,  in  consequence,  been 
driven  from  America.  Terms  of  force  were  the  measures 
chalked  out  by  his  Majesty,  in  his  speech  from  the  throne ; 
a  formidable  armament,  conditions  of  conciliation,  and  gra- 
cious offers  of  forgiveness  and  protection.  On  this  founda- 
tion the  present  vote  was  proposed  ;  if,  therefore,  premature 
explanations  were  desired ;  if  the  gentlemen  who  pledged 
themselves  to  support  those  measures  had  altered  their 
minds  in  one  event,  or  had  withdrawn  their  confidence  from 
the  King's  servants,  he  saw  no  possible  way  to  remedy  mat- 
ters but  by  a  change  of  Administration  ;  observing,  that  at 
this  very  time,  after  going  such  lengths,  how  cowardly  it 
would  be  to  decline  the  contest  almost  at  the  very  outset. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  said  this  was  treating  Pariiament 
with  every  possible  degree  of  disrespect.  Measures  are 
concerted  in  the  Cabinet ;  the  King  is  made  by  his  Minis- 
ters to  express  his  general  intentions ;  the  House  of  Com- 
mons is  desired  to  support  those  measures  by  voting  an  enor- 
mous war  establishment ;  and  when  questions  are  asked  and 
explanations  desired,  even  by  the  very  friends  of  Administra- 
tion, the  gentlemen  who  call  for  a  plan  are  very  laconically 
referred  to  the  King's  speech.  The  speech  holds  out 
generals,  and  refers  you  to  particulars ;  when  these  parti- 
culars are  called  for,  the  speech  is  quoted,  as  the  true 
standard  of  information.  He  trusted  that  ^n^/wAmen  would 
never  submit  to  slavery,  much  less  to  the  tyranny  of  their 
own  countrymen ;  and  it  was  the  peculiar  business  of  all 
those  in  this  country  who  valued  their  own  liberties,  to  de- 
fend those  of  their  brethren  in  America;  for  they  might 
depend,  that  the  same  system  of  Government  that  was 
attempted  there,  would  at  length  make  its  way  hither,  and 
the  liberties  o(  America  and  Great  Britain  be  buried  in  one 
grave.  His  Lordship  observed,  that  we  armed  at  the  time 
of  the  aflair  of  FalklamFs  Island,  and  put  the  nation  to  an 
enormous  expense  to  no  purpose,  a  peace  having  been  se- 
cretly concluded. 

Lord  Frederick  CampbeU  said,  peace  was  not  concluded ; 
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but  that  vigorous  and  seasonable  amriaments  produced  peace, 
as  he  lioped  that  we  were  proceeding  to  vote,  would  do  on 
the  present  occasion. 

Ijord  John  Cavendhh  insisted  he  was  right,  though  the 
fact  might  have  been  seemingly  as  the  noble  Lord  stated 
it ;  for  the  point  in  issue  was,  the  disavowal  of  the  Court  of 
Spain,  which  preceded  the  increased  naval  and  military 
estimates ;  and  the  only  matter  which  remained  to  be  ad- 
justed at  the  time  the  House  voted  the  money,  was  barely 
the  punctilio,  who  should  disarm  fii-st.  The  House  was, 
therefore,  deceived.  He  remembered  a  prodigious  naval 
establishment  was  voted  in  the  year  alluded  to ;  we  sud- 
denly disarmed,  and  yet  the  demands  on  Parliament  the 
succeeding  session,  and  ever  since,  were  as  high  as  if  no 
such  armament,  accompanied  by  the  circumstances  now 
mentioned,  had  been  ever  voted. 

Mr.  Dempster  complimented  General  Conway,  both  in 
his'civil  and  military  capacity.  He  replied  to  an  observa- 
tion of  Mr.  Jenkinson  relative  to  the  General's  contending 
that  the  Americans  were  justifiable  in  resisting  the  execu- 
tion of  an  act  he  had  himself,  in  his  Ministerial  character, 
brougiit  into  that  House,  the  Declaratory  Act.  He  con- 
tended there  was  no  manner  of  inconsistency  in  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  conduct ;  for  when  the  bill  assert- 
ed that  Great.  Britain  was  sovereign,  and  had  a  right  to 
make  laws  for  the  Colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  the 
true  construction  of  that  law,  the  intention  of  those  who 
framed  and  supported  it  was,  that  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  had  a  right  to  bind  the  Colonies  constitutionally, 
not  arbitrarily ;  they  had  a  right  to  secure  their  dependancy 
on  the  mother  country,  not  to  tax  them  unrepresented,  nor 
condemn  them  unheard ;  they  had  a  right  to  rule  them  like 
Englishmen,  not  to  oppress  them  like  slaves. 

Governour  Johnstone  was  not  surprised  Administration 
were  unwilling  to  give  information ;  for  he  believed  they 
had  none.  A  remarkable  proof  of  it,  he  said,  was,  that 
Mr.  Penn  had  not,  since  his  arrival  from  the  very  city 
where  the  Congress  had  twice  assembled  and  deliberated, 
"been  asked  a  single  question ;  not  even  when  he  presented 
the  Petition  from  the  American  Congress  to  the  noble  Lord 
who  is  Secretary  of  State  for  that  Department. 

Governour  Pownall  (who  had  been  up  several  times  be- 
fore, but  the  Chairman  pointed  to  others)  began  with  obser- 
ving that  still  persevering,  he  arose  to  speak  under  every 
disadvantage  and  ill  impression  that  a  man  could  offer  him- 
self. He  appeared,  he  said,  like  one  determined  to  force 
his  impertinences  on  the  House,  and  to  obtrude  opinions 
which  the  committee  were  unwilling  to  hear,  yet  that  was 
not  his  turn  of  character ;  he  very  seldom  troubled  them, 
but  at  present,  besides  the  desire  he  had  to  speak  his  mind, 
he  had  particular  reasons  respecting  himself  and  his  con- 
duct in  this  business,  which  he  wished  to  give,  in  explana- 
tion of  what  might  be  otherwise  much  misunderstood  and 
much  misrepresented.  He  said,  he  had  been  invariably  an 
advocate  for  pace ;  was  so  at  this  hour,  and  ever  should 
be ;  and  yet,  circumstanced  as  affairs  now  were  between 
this  country  and  America,  he  should  give  his  vote  against 
our  laying  down  our  arms,  and  for  the  continuance  and 
strengthening  of  our  force.  If  ever,  said  he,  I  had  misre- 
presented the  state  of  facts  ;  if  ever  I  had  used  the  informa- 
tion of  which  I  was  possessed  either  to  trumpet  up  a  false 
alarm,  or  to  give  false  hopes ;  if  ever  I  gave  or  supported 
an  opinion  to  serve  any  party  whatever;  if  ever  in  any 
instance  I  treated  these  matters  as  party  matters,  I  should 
be  ashamed  to  rise  in  this  House ;  I  should  not  dare  to  open 
my  mouth  on  the  subject  now,  in  this  horrid  period  of  events. 
Now  that  I  am  going  to  speak  to  facts,  and  give  my  opinion 
on  those  facts,  if  there  is  any  person  who  can  fix  upon  any 
one  article  in  which  I  ever  misinformed  the  House,  either  as 
to  a  single  fact,  or  as  to  the  effects  of  things,  I  beg  he  may 
not  only  disbelieve  me  now,  but  mark  the  fact.  He  said, 
that  in  the  wretched  commencement  of  this  sad  business,  in 
the  year  1769,  he  had  given  his  opinion  against  measures  of 
force,  and  by  stating  the  evil  and  destructive  consequences 
of  such  measures,  had  endeavoured  to  turn  the  mind  of  our 
leaders  from  measures  of  force  to  modes  of  policy ;  he  had 
never  varied  from  that  line  either  in  his  conduct  or  opinion. 
Was  it  now  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  have  a  choice, 
and  was  it  now  the  question  whether  we  should  pursue  this 
civil  quarrel  under  modes  of  policy  or  by  measures  of  force, 
he  should  now,  as  he  did  in  1769,  give  his  opinion  and  his 


vote  against  force.  But  that  was  not  the  ground  on  wiiich 
we  stood  ;  our  debates  were  not  whether  or  no  we  should 
go  to  war ;  we  were  at  war.  The  Americans  (by  a  mise- 
rable fatality  become  our  enemies)  "  had  closed  with  us  m  an 
appeal  from  reason  to  arms,"  "  were  determined  to  use  the 
power  which  their  Beneficent  Creator  had  put  into  their 
hands,  and  to  persevere  with  the  utmost  energy  in  the  cause 
in  which  they  were  fatally  involved.  That  they  had  great 
internal  resources,  and  every  reasonable  and  well-grounded 
assurance  of  foreign  aid."  That  while  they  thought  that 
we  expected  of  them  an  unconditional  submission,  their 
ultimatum  held  out  to  us  was,  the  laying  down  our  arms, 
and  a  confession  and  relinquishing  of  our  errors  in  opinion 
and  conduct.  That  so  going  back  to  176-3,  a  period  in 
which  these  errors  were  realized  by  practice,  they  might 
then  treat  with  us  as  to  what  remained.  He  said  the  win- 
ter of  course  gave  a  natural  respite  to  military  force.  He 
wished  any  ground  might  be  found  to  give  an  actual  sus- 
pension of  arms ;  but  he  could  not,  as  a  Britain,  and  in  a 
British  House  of  Commons,  entertain  the  idea,  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy  under  arms,  of  our  laying  down  our  arms, 
and  surrendering  at  discretion.  He  wished  for  peace ;  he 
thought  peace  might  be  had  ;  but  as  the  Americans  were  in 
all  events  prepared  for  war,  they  set  us  the  example ;  we 
should  also  be  prepared,  if  peace  could  not  be  had  this 
winter.  The  Americans  meditated,  and  were  able  to  es- 
tablish, and  would  establish,  as  an  independent  state,  a 
Republick  ;  "  but  necessity,"  to  use  their  own  words,  "  had 
not  yet  driven  them  to  that  desperate  measure.  They  still 
wish  to  remain  united  to  the  nation,  subordinate  to  the  mother 
country,  obedient  to  its  sovereignty.  They  still  lamented, 
as  the  last  and  worst  of  all  evils,  (slavery  only  excepted,) 
the  breach  with  us,  and  most  sincerely  and  ardently  wished 
a  reconciliation."  He  said,  he  was  of  opinion  that  peace 
might  be  had  on  safe  and  honourable  terms ;  he  ventured 
very  peremptorily  to  affirm  it.  He  said,  You  may,  if  you 
will,  have  peace  on  terms  which  will  save  the  honour  of 
Government ;  which  will  establish  the  sovereignty  of  this 
country,  a  constitutional  sovereignty ;  and  restore  the  union 
of  the  empire  in  all  its  commercial  felicity ;  and,  those  matters 
settled,  you  may  have  a  revenue  by  compact.  But  this 
peace  is  not  to  be  obtained  by  dishonourable  concessions  and 
repeals.  Repeals  of  statutes  back  to  the  year  1763  would 
give  them  the  advantage-ground,  while  concessions  would  cut 
the  ground  from  under  your  own  feet.  You  would  concede, 
by  such  preliminaries,  data  from  whence  conclusions,  which 
you  could  not  resist,  would  be  drawn,  to  the  giving  much 
more  than  is  now  asked.  And  yet  every  justice  might  be 
done  to  the  rights  and  claims  of  the  Americans,  and  even 
your  own  rights  and  sovereignty  confirmed  and  established 
without  these  direct  concessions  and  repeals.  By  a  revi- 
sion and  reforming  of  your  whole  system,  in  the  true  spirit 
of  the  establishment  of  your  Colonies,  in  the  true  spirit  of 
your  act  of  navigation  and  the  laws  of  trade,  as  first  formed 
in  Lord  Clarendon's  time,  who  understood  tlie  affairs  of  the 
Colonies  better  than  ever  they  have  been  understood  since. 
This  being  his  full  persuasion,  and  having  assured  him- 
self from  his  Majesty's  speech,  that  however  necessary  it 
had  been  thought,  and  really  was,  to  prepare  for  war  at  all 
events  ;  yet  his  Majesty's  Ministers  had  engaged  themselves 
to  some  plan  of  pacification.  This,  he  said,  he  thought  was 
a  matter  so  much  to  be  wished,  and  which  was  truly  so 
much  wished,  that,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  he  should  give  his 
aid  and  assistance  to  it.  That  he  wished  as  anxiously  and 
as  ardently  as  the  gentlemen  who  called  upon  Ministers  to 
produce  their  plan,  to  see  it  come  forward;  and  did  hope 
they  would  produce  it.  He  hoped  that  every  line  that 
might  lead  to  peace  would  be  tried  before  the  opening  of 
the  next  campaign  ;  but  yet  thought  that,  by  a  respectable 
and  even  formidable  armament,  we  ought  to  be  prepared  for 
that  campaign,  if  necessity  obliged  us  to  open  it.  But  set- 
ting his  foot  firm  on  this  ground  of  peace,  he  thought  that 
those  whom  his  Majesty  entrusted  with  his  powei-s  of  Go- 
vernment could  alone  make  it;  that  therefore,  under  the 
same  idea  by  which  he  objected  to  the  present  motion,  he 
should  object  to  the  bringing  forward  any  other  propositions, 
by  any  person  whatsoever,  which  was  meant  to  anticipate, 
or  to  frustrate  those  measures  of  peace,  which  he  hoped  he 
should  see  put  by  his  Majesty  into  the  hands  of  his  Minis- 
ters ;  that  until  we  saw  how  far  these  were  practicable 
and  honourable,  or  otherwise,  he  should  be  against  any  other 
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person's  taking  the  business  out  of  their  hands ;  that  as  we 
heard  last  year  the  conciliatory  proposition  explained  into  an 
auction,  at  which  the  Americans  were  to  bid  up  for  thoir 
rights,  so  now  he  found  we  were  to  have  (by  a  competition 
of  propositions  to  be  brought  forward  by  some  gentlemen)  a 
Dutch  auction,  at  which  parties  were  to  bid  downwards  for 
the  good  will  and  favour  of  the  Americans ;  those  to  be 
best  entitled  to  it  who  could  offer  the  lowest  terms.  He 
thought  this,  he  said,  so  unfitting,  that  he  would  put  the 
previous  question  upon  any  such  propositions,  even  upon 
those  which  an  honourable  gentleman  [Mr.  Burke]  had 
given  notice  he  would  propose  and  move. 

He  then  went  to  the  explaining  some  matters  of  fact  which 
had  been  asserted.  First,  in  answer  to  an  idea  of  his  being 
Intended  to  be  one  of  the  Commissioners  mentioned  in  the 
speech  :  he  totally  disavowed  any  communication  about  it, 
or  the  least  knowledge  of  it.  He  said,  if  it  were  offered, 
he  should  wish  to  know,  first,  whether  the  powers  to  be 
oranted  were  such  as  could  be  of  any  use.  These  Com- 
missioners could  not  treat  with  the  present  self-created 
Congress ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  no  Provincial  Assem- 
bly would  treat  with  them.  He  said  there  must  be  other 
means  found  to  obtain  even  preliminaries  whereon  to  treat. 
In  answer  to  a  charge  made  against  Ministry  for  sending  the 
transports  so  late  to  America,  and  to  Quebeck  especially,  he 
said,  single  ships  might  and  did  go  all  the  year  round  to 
some  part  or  other  of  America ;  that  they  might  even  get 
up  to  ^uebeck  so  late  as  Christmas;  that  until  the  river 
was  shut  by  being  frozen  up,  the  northwesters  and  mon- 
soons, in  the  latter  season,  were  not  against  but  for  them 
when  once  in  the  river ;  that  though  there  might  be  bad 
weather  before,  yet  winter  did  not  usually  set  in  so  as  to 
shut  up  the  river  till  Christmas.  A  gentleman  had  said  that 
the  French  exclaimed  against  our  conduct  at  the  breaking 
out  of  last  war,  in  seizing  their  ships  without  a  previous  de- 
claration of  war,  as  a  breach  of  the  law  of  nations.  He 
explained  this,  and  showed  that  the  French  were  the  aggres- 
sors, and  that  they  broke  the  law  of  nations,  by  seizing  our 
Indian  traders,  carrying  them  prisoners  in  irons  to  Canada, 
confiscating  their  goods  to  a  great  amount,  destroying  their 
habitations  and  settlements,  and  taking  the  King's  forts  by 
force.  That  he  had  the  accounts  of  these  losses  made  out 
in  an  authentick  way,  had  sent  them  to  the  Minister  at  the 
time,  and  had  now  duplkiates  of  them  by  him ;  that  he  hoped, 
therefore,  we  should  hear  no more  of  this  reproach. 

Mr.  Burke  raised  the  laugh  of  the  House  at  Mr.  Povi- 
naWs  expense,  by  ridiculing  his  declaration  of  what  he  could 
do,  and  what  he  knew;  and  by  humorously  saying  the 
Governour  had  tolled  the  bell,  and  given  notice,  that  on 
Friday  he  would  perform  the  funeral  service  over  his  in- 
tended, and,  as  yet,  unknown,  proposal  for  a  reconciliation. 
As  he  was  to  be  killed  by  a  previous  question,  he  begged  to 
tell  the  House  a  story.  He  then  related  a  legend  of  a  Prince 
whose  parents  superstitiously  imagined  he  was  to  lose  his 
life  by  a  lion,  and  therefore  prevented  him  from  going  out, 
for  fear  of  his  meeting  a  lion  ;  but  that  one  day  he  was  in  a 
room  where  that  animal  was  imitated  in  the  tapestry,  which 
in  rage  he  struck  at,  and  there  being  a  nail  in  the  wall  under 
that  part  of  the  tapestry  where  the  lion's  jaw  appeared,  it 
tore  his  hand,  and  killed  him.  Now,  (said  Mr.  Burke,)  I 
find  that  1  am  to  be  killed  by  the  foot  of  a  more  ignoble 
beast — that  universal  murderer,  a  previous  question  ;  I  fear 
the  liberties  of  this  country  will  die  by  a  previous  question; 
He  observed,  that  Ministers  had  already  given  up  the  idea 
of  taxation,  and  seemed  rather  doubtful  of  recovering -(4»ie- 
rica  on  any  terms ;  but  in  such  a  state  of  political  despair, 
the  honourable  gentleman  told  them,  that  not  only  peace 
and  America  might  be  recovered  and  restored,  but  that  a 
revenue  might  be  yet  obtained.  He  admitted  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  knowledge ;  but  now,  he  said, 
(looking  at  Mr.  Jenkinson,)  let  me  turn  from  knowledge  to 
authority,  which  has  always  more  weight  in  this  House.  I 
shall  now  speak  to  the  real  Minister.  From  his  speech  it  is 
obvious  what  is  intended.  An  army  is  to  "  do  the  busi- 
ness ;"  since  that  is  the  case,  he  should  rest  satisfied  without 
further  inquiry,  but  just  to  beg  leave  to  know  if  there  was 
one  gentleman  of  the  military  profession  in  the  House  (and, 
blind  as  he  was,  he  cotdd  discern  several  red  coats)  who 
would  rise  and  tell  the  House,  that  from  his  conscience  he 
was  satisfied  the  estimate  on  the  table,  and  the  arrangements 
in  consequence  of  it,  would  answer  the  ends  proposed. 


Mr.  Poicys,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Jenkinson,  said  also,  that  now 
he  found  it  was  that  war  was  intended. 

[An  altercation  arose,  wiiether  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
not  neglected  to  apply  to  Governour  Tryon,  when  in  Eng- 
land, for  information  on  American  affairs.] 

Sir  John  WrottesJey  mentioned  his  having  been  in  com- 
pany with  some  respectable  and  sensible  American  gentle- 
men, who  talked  of  the  present  dispute,  and  informed  him 
that  there  were  three  ways  of  terminating  it  with  honour. 
The  one,  by  treaty ;  the  second,  by  repealing  all  the  acts 
subsequent  to  1763 ;  and  the  tHird,  by  conquest.  Sir  John 
added,  that  these  Americans  had  informed  him  the  New- 
York  Petition  (which,  like  most  of  the  others,  was  unfor- 
tunately clogged  with  a  clause  denying  the  legislative 
authority  of  Great  Britain  over  her  Colonies)  was  fabrica- 
ted here  and  sent  to  New-York,  where,  in  compliment  to 
the  fabricator,  it  was  signed  and  sent  back  to  be  presented. 
Sir  John  wished  an  end  to  the  quarrel,  but  not  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  honour  or  the  rights  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Burke  urged  Sir  John  to  have  the  person  to  the  bar 
of  the  House  who  gave  him  the  information,  offering,  on 
his  part,  to  bring  three  evidences  to  disprove  the  fact. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  first  Resolution:  Ayes, 
227;  Noes,  73. 

Sir  Charles  Whitworth  reported  from  the  Committee,  that 
they  had  come  to  several  jResolutions,  which  they  had  di- 
rected him  to  report,  when  the  House  will  please  to  receive 
the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  received  upon  Friday 
morning  next. 


HOUSE   or    LORDS. 

M^ednesday,  November  15,  1775. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton*  said  he  should  move  that  an  hum- 
ble Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  humbly  desiring  that 
his  Majesty  would  give  directions  to  the  proper  officer  to 
lay  before  that  House  an  account  of  the  number  of  forces 
serving  in  America  previous  to  the  commencement  of  hosti- 
lities. He  explained  the  reasons  upon  which  his  intended 
motion  was  founded ;  and  said  he  thought  such  a  motion 
extremely  necessary  at  this  time,  when  not  only  the  nation 
at  large  was  kept  in  such  profound  ignorance,  but  even  the 
ancient  hereditary  council,  his  Majesty's  great  constitutional 
advisers,  knew  no  more  of  what  measures  were  intended  to 
be  pursued  than  they  did  of  what  was  transacting  in  any 
foreign  cabinet  in  Europe.  He  reminded  their  Lordships  of 
his  sentiments  on  a  former  occasion  relative  to  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  information  ;  that  he  did  not  want  to  know 
the  detail,  nor  the  particular  means  intended  to  be  employed 
to  give  their  measures  success.     He  did  not  want,  in  short, 

•It  was  not  difficult  to  foresee  that  the  late  unexpected  conduct  of  the 
Duke  of  Grafton  would  occasion,  at  least,  one  remove  among  the  great 
offices  of  State.  It  was,  however,  accompanied  with  some  which  were 
not  publickly  thought  of.  Whether  the  unhappy  state  of  American 
affairs  had  disgusted  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  with  the  office  of  conduct- 
ing them,  or  that  Government  imagined  a  more  austere  and  inflexible 
character,'  with  their  natural  concomitant — a  determinate  conduct,  were 
necessary  to  restore  peace  and  order ;  however  it  was,  that  nobleman  now 
quitted  the  Jmerican  Secretaryship,  and  received  the  Privy  Seal,  which 
had  been  held  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton. 

The  arduous  task  of  conducting  the  American  Department  was  re- 
posed in  Lord  George  Sactville  Germaine.  The  principal  attachment  of 
that  nobis  Lord  had  been  to  Mr.  GrenviUe.  After  Mr.  Grem-ille's  death, 
indeed,  he  continued  for  some  time  firm  on  his  former  ground ;  and  did  not 
join  in  that  defection  from  the  minority  which  immediately  followed  that 
event.  But  he  began  at  length  ta  slaken  in  opposition.  He  fell  in  with 
Administration  in  the  proceedings  against  the  East-India  Company  m 
1773;  and  took  afuU  and  decided  part  in  all  the  coercive  measures  which 
had  been  pursued  against  the  Americans,  during  the  present  troubles.  His 
connections  with  Mr.  GrenviUe  probably  made  him  support  with  more 
zeal  and  steadiness  the  highest  claims  of  parliamentary  authority ;  and 
as  he  was  generally  esteemed  a  man  of  business,  and  an  able  debater,  he 
was  sought  for  at  a  time  when  the  extraordinary  powers  m  the  same 
line  upon  the  other  side  seemed,  notwithstanding  the  superiority  of 
numbers,  not  a  little  to  distress  Administration.  It  will  not  be  conceived 
that  this  appointment  strengthened  the  hope  or  increased  the  saUsfaction 
of  those  who  held  the  opinion  that  conciliatory  measures  could  onlybnng 
the  present  troubles  to  a  speedy  and  happy  conclusion. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Earl  of  Kochford  havmg  retired  from  publiek 
business  was  succeeded  as  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Southern  Depart- 
ment by  Lord  IVeijmouth  who  had  continued  out  of  employment  since 
his  resignation  on  the  affair  oi,  Falkland  Island.  And  a  few  days  after, 
Lord  Lyttelton,  who  had  been  distinguished  at  the  opening  of  the  session 
by  the  severity  of  his  suictures  upon  Administration,  was  called  to  the 
Privy  Council,  and  appointed  Chief  Justice  in  Eyre,  beyond  Trent. 
Lord  /VMrtm  was  also  appointed  to  the  great  Wardrobe,  and  Lord  A»h- 
burnham,  Keeper  of  the  Stole.— .4n.  Hesfi: 
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Cabinet,  but  Parliamentary  infomialion,  such  as  was  fit  and 
safe  for  Ministry  to  disclose,  and  necessary  for  Parliament  to 
know,  in  order  to  direct  them  in  their' future  deliberations. 
We  know,  said  his  Grace,  that  an  army  was  voted  last 
session  ;  we  know  that  an  army,  such  as  it  was,  commenced 
hostilities  ;  we  have  heard,  by  common  report,  that  conside- 
rable reinforcements  have  been  sent  since  that  period ;  we 
have  been  informed,  through  the  same  channel,  that  the 
troops  met  with  a  severe  repulse  in  their  first  attempts  to 
subdue  the  natives,  and  that  the  second,  in  which  there  was  a 
kind  of  trial  of  skill  and  courage,  was  not  in  its  consequences 
far  short  of  an  open  defeat.  We  do  not  want  to  be  told,  that 
from  that  last  action  to  this  instant,  the  Royal  army  has  re- 
mained cooped  up  in  the  town  of  Boston,  mouldering  away 
by  sickness  and  famine,  and  almost  daily  waiting  for  its  fate, 
that  of  being  destroyed  or  made  prisoners  by  a  force  infi- 
nitely superior  in  point  of  numbers  and  strength.  In  such 
an  alarming  crisis,  what  are  we  to  do  ?  The  noble  Lords 
who  have  the  direction  of  his  Majesty's  counsels  have  ingen- 
uously confessed  that  they  have  been  "  deceived."  Apo- 
logies of  various  kinds  have  been  made:  explanations  have 
followed  those  apologies.  We  have  been  told  of  ill-founded 
information,  false  reasonings,  mistaken  conclusions.  Oblique 
censures  have  been  thrown  out  upon  the  commandei-s  both 
by  sea  and  land.  Now,  my  Lords,  in  such  a  state  of  dark- 
ness and  uncertainty,  such  charges,  such  blunders,  such  mis- 
takes, such  imputed  negligence  or  incapacity,  or  both,  I 
would  humbly  submit  to  your  Lordships'  judgment,  whether 
the  motion  I  am  about  to  propose  be  not  a  most  necessary 
one ;  not  as  a  retrospective  one,  implying  the  least  degree 
of  censure,  but  merely  cautionary,  in  order  to  prevent  a  re- 
turn of  the  same  fatal  evils.  I  repeat  again,  that  I  do  not 
desire  to  know  the  number  of  men  voted  with  an  intention 
of  comparing  the  estimate  with  the  returns  ;  nor  to  enter 
into  any  inquiry  directed  to  have  the  wrong  information,  by 
which  Ministers  have  confessed  themselves  "deceived"  and 
misled,  traced  to  its  source ;  all  I  wish  to  know  is,  that  ge- 
neral state  of  things,  and  those  facts,  which,  while  it  will 
warn  us  of  the  difficulties  we  have  to  encounter  with,  will, 
at  the  same  time,  point  out  the  best  means  of  obviating  or 
surmounting  them.  That  can  never  be  effected  so  well  as 
by  learning  the  true  state  of  the  force  preparing  against  us  ; 
comparing  it  with  our  own  abilities  and  immediate  resources, 
and,  on  the  whole,  coming  to  such  mature  resolutions  respect- 
ing future  measures,  whether  of  coercion  or  conciliation,  as 
may  be  best  suited  to  the  dignity,  national  justice,  and  per- 
manent interests  of  this  country.  His  Grace  concluded  with 
moving, 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
to  desire  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct  the 
proper  officers  to  lay  before  this  House  the  state  of  the  Land 
Forces  in  ^orth- America,  according  to  the  last  returns,  which 
preceded  the  commencement  of  hostilities  there  in  April 
last ;  specifying  as  well  the  numbers  of  officers  and  men  effec- 
tive and  fit  for  duty  as  also  their  distribution  at  that  time, 
with  the  numbers  stationed  at  each  post ;  and  likewise  the 
numbers  of  Land  Forces,  both  of  complete  Regiments,  of 
drafts  from  other  Corps,  and  of  Recruits  sent  to  America 
since  that  time  from  different  parts  of  the  King's  dominions, 
specifying  the  dates  of  the  diflerent  orders  for  each  separate 
embarcation." 

Earl  Gower.  I  lise  thus  early  to  give  a  direct  negative 
to  the  niotign  made  by  the  noble  Duke ;  because  his  Grace 
has  manifestly  proceeded  on  a  mistake.  He  supposes  this 
country,  at  least  I  am  led  to  conclude  so  by  his  reasoning, 
in  a  state  of  absolute  tranquillity,  whereas  it  is  confessedly 
in  a  state  of  war.  Disclosing,  therefore,  our  plans  of  military 
operations  might  be  productive  of  the  worst  consequences. 
I  have  it  from  an  officer  of  eminence  on  the  spot,  that  what- 
ever measures  are  determined  on  at  this  side  of  the  water, 
are  known  in  the  Rebel  camp  much  earlier  than  any  account 
of  them  reaches  the  King's  Army.  What,  then,  will  be 
the  consequence,  but  that  whatever  information  may  be 
brought  to  light  by  this  motion,  and  several  others  which  I 
dare  say  will  follow,  if  it  should  meet  with  your  Lordships' 
approbation,  the  Rebels  will  be  apprised  of?  The  plans  we 
intend  to  pursue  will  thereby  be  made  known,  and  the  Pro- 
vincials furnished  with  the  readier  means  of  defeating  them. 
Besides,  I  cannot  see  what  possible  good  this  motion  can 
answer  in  any  light,  even  in  the  strictest  conformity  to  the 
sentiments  the  noble  Duke  declares  to  profess,  unless  he 


makes  it  a  leading  question  to  a  string  of  propositions  of  a 
similar  nature,  tending  to  lay  open  the  species  of  informa- 
tion which,  as  one  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  I  look  upon 
myself  bound,  for  the  reasons  before  assigned,  most  strenu- 
ously to  widihold.  But,  my  Lords,  if  1  have  very  cogent 
reasons  for  opposing  the  motion  singly  on  the  ground  I  have 
now  stated,  1  have  still  much  stronger  motives  for  opposing 
it  on  principle :  I  mean  the  dangerous  precedent  it  might 
establish  in  the  further  progress  of  this  important  business, 
that  of  the  legislative  forcing  itself  and  breaking  in  on  the 
executive  power;  a  mode  of  conducting  business  which,  if 
it  should  ever  prevail,  will,  of  course,  totally  obstruct  the 
measures  of  Government.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Adminis- 
tration is  supported  by  the  confidence  of  Parliament,  by  a 
proper  dependance  and  reliance  that  the  powers  entrusted 
to  them  will  be  exerted  with  suitable  ability  and  fidelity, 
I  make  no  doubt,  from  the  present  disposition  of  a  great 
number  of  people  in  that  country,  who  want  only  to  be 
protected  to  openly  avow  themselves  the  friends  of  Great 
Britain,  that  this  arduous  afl'air  will  be  finally  brought  to  a 
fair,  happy,  and  honourable  issue. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  against  the  motion,  said,  it  was 
the  most  extraordinary  proposition  he  ever  heard,  that  now, 
when  it  could  be  no  longer  doubted  that  we  were  in  an 
actual  state  of  war,  to  have  the  strength,  number,  and  des- 
tination of  our  troops  laid  open  to  the  Americans,  was  such 
an  idea  as  he  could  not  have  thought  possible  for  any  noble 
Lord  in  that  House  so  much  as  to  conceive.  He  confirmed 
the  assertions  of  the  noble  Earl  who  spoke  last,  that  every 
fact  or  information  called  forth  by  this  motion,  would  be 
instantly  transmitted  to  America,  and  would,  consequently, 
teach  them  to  rise  in  their  demands  on  one  hand,  or  cause 
them  to  take  such  measures  of  resistance  as  would  be  most 
effectual  towards  defeating  whatever  might  be  determined 
on  in  this  country.  He  observed,  if  the  Duke'siiiotion  was 
intended  to  reach  no  farther  than  it  professed,  it  might  be 
answered  with  great  safety,  and  with  very  little  trouble. 
The  number  of  effective  men  in  each  regiment  was  well 
known  ;  the  number  of  battalions  was  seventeen  ;  there  were 
upwards  of  three  hundred  sick  in  the  hospitals,  and  about 
eight  hundred  non-effective  ;  which  two  last  items  deducted 
out  of  the  returns,  supposing  them  to  be  complete,  would 
give  an  exact  amount  of  the  troops  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities.  There  were  some  detachments 
out  at  the  time,  but  they  were  not  very  considerable ;  so 
that  the  whole  of  the  force,  at  the  time  the  noble  Duke's 
motion  pointed  to,  might  be  very  easily  ascertained. 

Lord  Camden.  The  noble  Earl  in  the  blue  ribbon,  [Earl 
Gower,]  and  the  other  noble  Earl  very  lately  a  Secretary  of 
State,  [Earl  of  Dartmouth,]  seem  to  oppose  the  present  mo- 
tion on  two  grounds  :  first,  as  it  may  be  the  means  of  giving 
intelligence  to  the  Provincials  relative  to  the  state,  condition, 
and  number  of  our  troops  in  America ;  and,  secondly,  as  this 
motion,  should  it  receive  your  Lordships'  approbation,  may 
be  productive  of  several  others  directed  to  the  same  object. 
I  heartily  approve  of  their  Lordships'  caution  and  foresight ; 
for  I  believe,  though  I  have  no  reason  to  know  it,  as  the 
noble  Duke  has  not  communicated  his  intentions  to  me, 
that  their  Lordships  fears  are  well  founded.  I  dare  say 
the  noble  Duke,  should  he  carry  his  first  point,  does  not 
mean  to  rest  his  inquiry  there,  and  proceed  no  farther. 
I  rather  think  he  will  go  on :  I  am  sure  the  present  situa- 
tion of  affairs,  both  in  England  and  America,  requires 
that  he  should.  The  noble  Lords  have  talked  of  the  ac- 
counts of  measures  agreed  on  in  this  country  being  so  early 
known  in  the  Rebel  camp.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what 
species  of  information  their  Lordships  allude  to.  They  will 
not  say  it  is  Parliamentary  information,  because  no  Rebel 
camp  existed  at  the  time  we  last  sat  here,  at  least,  so  as  to 
reach  it  any  considerable  time  after  Parliament  rose.  If  it 
be  Cabinet  information,  that  is  a  matter  we  are,  it  seems,  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with.  But  there  is  something  extremely 
curious  in  another  part  of  this  argument :  the  noble  Lords 
in  office  tell  you,  that  by  giving  an  account  of  the  number 
of  troops  in  Boston  and  its  neighbourhood  previous  to  the 
affair  at  Lexington,  we  shall  furnish  the  Rebels  with  intelli- 
gence of  a  very  dangerous  nature.  What !  Surely  not,  if 
the  Rebel  camp  be  so  very  well  informed ;  much  less  so, 
if  the  inquiry  goes  only  to  a  point,  I  suppose  well  known 
to  eveiy  man  this  instant  within  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay. 
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While  I  am  up,  my  Lords,  you  will  give  me  leave  to  say 
a  few  words  to  the  general  question.  The  noble  Earl, 
so  lately  one  of  his  Majesty's  Secretaries  of  State,  has 
informed  us,  that  we  are  in  a  state  of  war,  that  secrecy  is 
of  course  necessary.  I  deny  that  we  are.  Peace  is  still 
within  our  power;  nay,  we  may  command  It.  A  suspen- 
sion of  arms  on  our  part,  if  adopted  in  time,  will  secure  it 
for  us  ;  and,  I  may  add,  on  our  own  terms.  From  which 
it  is  plain,  as  we  have  been  the  original  aggressors  in  this 
business,  if  we  obstinately  persist,  we  are  fairly  answerable 
for  all  the  consequences.  I  again  repeat,  what  1  often  urged 
before,  that  I  was  against  tliis  unnatural  war  from  the  be- 
ginning.  I  was  equally  against  every  measure  from  the 
instant  the  first  tax  was  proposed  to  this  minute.  When, 
therefore,  it  is  insisted,  that  we  aim  only  to  defend  and 
enforce  our  own  rights,  I  positively  deny  it.  I  contend 
that  America  has  been  driven,  by  cruel  necessity,  to  defend 
her  rights  from  the  united  attacks  of  violence,  oppression, 
and  injustice.  I  contend,  that  America  has  been  indisputa- 
bly aggrieved.  Perhaps,  as  a  domineering  Englishman, 
wishing  to  enjoy  the  ideal  benefit  of  such  a  claim,  I  might 
urge  it  with  earnestness,  and  endeavour  to  carry  my  point ; 
but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  I  resided  in  America,  that  I  felt 
or  was  to  feel  the  effects  of  such  manifest  injustice,  I  cer- 
tainly should  resist  the  attempt  with  that  degree  of  ardour 
so  daring  a  violation  of  what  should  be  held  dearer  than  life 
itself  ought  to  enkindle  in  the  breast  of  every  freeman. 
Here,  my  Lords,  I  speak  as  an  American,  or  as  one  residing 
in  America,  who,  finding  himself  deprived  of  his  liberty,  and 
his  property  attacked,  would  resist,  and  with  all  his  might 
repel  the  aggressor.  On  the  other  hand,  as  living  in  this 
country,  and  subject  to  the  laws  of  it,  I  always  have,  and  I 
hope  always  shall,  pay  a  proper  obedience  to  them.  But, 
my  Lords,  pursuing  the  ideas  of  a  native  American,  or  a 
person  residing  in  that  country,  what  must  be  the  sense  they 
feel  of  the  repeated  injuries  that  have  for  a  succession  of 
years  past  been  heaped  on  them  ?  To  have  their  property, 
under  the  idea  of  asserting  a  right  to  tax  them,  voted  away 
by  one  act  of  Parliament,  and  their  charters,  under  an  idea 
of  the  supreme  authority  of  the  British  Legislature,  swept 
away  by  another  vote  of  Parliament  ?  Thus  depriving  them, 
or  rather  claiming  a  right  to  dispose  of  every  single  shilling 
they  are  worth,  without  one  of  them  being  represented  by 
the  persons  pretending  to  exercise  this  right ;  and  thus  stiip- 
ping  them  of  their  natural  rights,  growing  out  of  the  Con- 
stitution, confirmed  by  charter  and  recognised  by  every 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  without  examination,  or  even 
without  hearing.  I  will  fairly  appeal  to  your  Lordships,  if 
there  be  one  among  you  who  could  submit  to  such  intolera- 
ble oppressions ;  nay  further,  if  you  would  not  all  unite  as 
one  man,  were  you  in  such  a  situation,  to  oppose  the  execu- 
tion of  so  lawless  and  unjust  a  power.  I  do  not  mean,  my 
Lords,  to  go  through  the  whole  of  this  business :  I  reserve 
that  for  some  future  day.  I  dare  say  1  shall  have  many  op- 
portunities, and  I  pledge  myself  to  your  Lordships,  on  that 
day,  that  1  will  prove  Great  Britain  has  been  the  aggressor; 
that  America  has  only  acted  on  the  defensive ;  and  that, 
were  I  an  American,  and  wanted  a  proper  sense  of  the  inju- 
ries attempted  to  be  exercised  towards  me,  I  should  only 
think  them  justifiable  so  far  as  I  wanted  spirit  to  resist,  and 
was  conscious  to  myself  that  I  was  undeserving  the  enjoy- 
ment of  any  privilege  that  I  was  mean,  cowardly,  or  abject 
enough  to  tamely  relinquish. 

Lord  Lytielton,  after  objecting  to  the  motion,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  the  meansof  conveying  information 
to  the  Rebels,  remarked  with  some  severity  on  the  conduct 
of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  who  s])oke  last.  But  if  the 
present  motion  be  objectional  on  the  ground  it  now  stands, 
unconnected  with  any  other,  how  much  more  strongly  ought 
you  to  resist  it,  when  the  learned  Lord  informs  you  that  it 
is  to  be  followed  by  several  more  of  a  similar  nature.  This 
being  clearly  the  real  intention  of  the  noble  Duke  who 
made  the  motion,  I  trust,  if  any  doubt  remained  relative  to 
the  confined  view  of  the  question,  as  it  simply  stands  before 
•your  Ijordships,  that  this  information  will  be  a  sufficient 
motive  with  you  to  reject  it  in  the  first  instance.  The  noble 
and  learned  Lord,  digressing  from  the  question  immediately 
before  us,  entered  into  a  general  view  of  matters  of  a  much 
more  important  and  weighty  nature.  His  Lordship  tells 
you,  that  Parliament  were  the  first  aggressors ;  that  the 
Americans  are  indisputably  aggrieved.     \s  this,  my  Lords, 
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a  language  fit  to  be  endured  within  these  walls  ?  Are  you 
to  suffer  the  acts  of  the  British  Legislature,  declared  by 
tlie  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  to  be  branded  with  almost 
every  opprobrious  terra  that  can  possibly  be  conceived? 
The  noble  and  learned  I_i0rd  tells  you  that  the  Pariiament 
has  acted  unjustly,  oppressively,  nay,  tyrannically ;  that  the 
Americans  are  justified  in  their  resistance ;  that  if  he  was 
an  American,  or  resided  there,  he  would  be  one  of  the  fii-st 
to  resist.  I  will  venture  to  affirm  to  your  Lordships,  that  if 
he  was  there,  he  could  not  effect  the  thousandth  part  of  the 
mischief  we  may  fairly  presume  what  he  has  said  tliis  day 
will  produce ;  for  you  may  rest  assured  that  there  is  not  a 
syllable  of  his  speech  that  will  not  get  into  the  newspapers, 
and  consequently  make  its  way  to  America.  They  will  in 
those  accounts  find  the  speech  of  a  most  learned  and  emi- 
nent lawyer,  famed  in  his  profession,  confirming  them  in  every 
sentiment  of  rebellion  and  resistance  to  the  authority  of  the 
mother  country.  They  will  find  the  Legislature  of  Great 
Britain  charged  with  tyranny,  oppression,  and  usurpation. 
They  will  find  themselves  branded  as  cowards,  poltroons, 
and  tame,  abject  slaves,  unworthy  of  the  liberties  they  enjoy, 
if  they  do  not  resist.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord,  while 
he  sets  up  to  be  so  strong  an  advocate  for  liberty,  says 
something  I  do  not  well  comprehend,  unless  it  be  with  a 
view  still  the  more  completely  to  blacken  and  vilify  this 
country.  His  Lordship  tells  you,  as  an  overbearing  and 
domineering  Englishman,  he  should  like  to  triumph  and 
trample  on  the  liberties  of  America.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
exactly  say  what  his  native  impulses  may  be  in  that  respect ; 
but  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that  he  thinks  very  differently 
from  the  majority  of  this  House,  and  the  majority  of  this 
nation:  neither  of  which  want  to  invade  the  rights  o{  Ame- 
rica, much  less  trample  on  its  liberties.  The  noble  Lord 
says,  in  the  same  breath,  that,  as  an  American,  he  would 
resist  such  an  invasion.  But  as  it  is  not  the  intention  of 
Great  Britain  to  do  the  one,  so  I  trust  she  will  never  desist, 
till  she  obtains  a  full  and  complete  obedience  and  submis- 
sion to  the  exercise  of  her  constitutional  power.  On  a 
former  occasion,  having  only  said  that  those  who  were  for 
supporting  the  unnatural  claims  of -America  were,  in  fact, 
surrendering  the  rights  of  the  British  Parliament  into  the 
hands  of  our  rebellious  subjects,  I  remember  I  was  called 
to  order,  and  severely  reprehended  by  one  or  two  noble 
Lords  on  the  other  side.  In  my  opinion  I  was  substantially 
right ;  but  allowing  it  to  be  othei-wise,  how  much  more 
blameworthy  is  it  for  the  learned  Lord  to  rise  and  condemn , 
acts  of  Parliament,  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  constitu- 
tional sense  of  the  whole  nation  ?  I  trust  tlie  noble  and 
learned  Lord  already  sees  the  impropriety  of  his  conduct ; 
how  very  unparliamentary  it  is ;  how  disrespectful  to  the  body 
of  which  he  is  a  member ;  how  injurious  to  Parliament  at 
large ;  but,  above  all,  that  he  will  think  of  the  consequence, 
and,  in  time,  retract  his  words  ;  otherwise  he  may  be  assured 
those  exceptional,  those  mischievous  expressions  will  shortly 
be  echoed  through  all  the  papers,  and  be  wafted  over  the 
Atlantick  to  rebellious  America  by  the  first  conveyance. 
Should  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  refuse  to  retract,  I  shall 
be  in  the  judgment  of  your  Lordships,  whether  or  not,  to 
avoid  the  consequence  I  have  pointed  out,  he  should  not 
be  obliged  to  explain  himself,  according  to  the  usual  and 
established  mode  of  Pariiamentary  proceeding. 

Viscount  Dudley.  I  think  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
has  transgressed  every  rule  of  debate  I  ever  .remember  to 
have  seen  observed  in  this  House.  Not  satisfied  with  con- 
demning the  measures  of  Administration  in  general,  be  tells 
vou  very  plainly  that  America  has  been  oppressed,  and  that 
Great  Britain  are  the  aggressors.  He  contends  that  resis- 
tance is  justifiable,  and  that  our  ultimate  views  are  views  of 
tyranny  and  despotism.  This,  I  confess,  is  speaking  pretty 
plainly ;  but  I  presume  his  Ijordship  does  not  mean,  by 
such  palpable  misrepresentations,  to  persuade  us  to  adopt 
his  opinions ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  satisfied  that  America, 
in  this  contest,  only  aims  at  independence ;  and  that  every 
concession  we  may  be  induced  to  make  will  only  lay  a 
foundation  for  new  claims.  In  the  course  of  this  business,  I 
have  observed  that  much  stress  has  been  laid  by  the  noble 
Ijords  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  that  should  our  pre- 
sent disputes  with  America  be  spun  out  to  any  length,  our 
manufactures  must  be  ruined.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  must  in- 
fonn  you  of  two  facts :  one  is,  if  that  were  the  case,  no 
person  would  feel  the  effects  sooner  than  myself;  the  other, 
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that  nothing  of  the  kind  has  been  hitherto  felt,  at  least  in 
my  neighbourhood,  which  is  deeply  concerned  in  tlie  Aine- 
rican  trade.  1  live  in  the  midst  of  a  great  manufacturing 
country,  the  trade  of  which  depends  a  great  deal  upon  their 
intercourse  -f/Mh  America ;  and  yet  I  can  say,  from  the  best 
information  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  that  no  decline 
or  stagnation,  in  any  of  the  great  manufactures,  has  been 
yet  felt.  It  is  true,  a  want  of  employment  among  the 
nailers  may  possibly  be  a  consequence  of  our  present  dis- 
putes with  America ;  but  if  it  should,  I  trust  Administration 
will  devise  some  mode  of  alleviating  the  miseries  of  men 
manifestly  suffering  in  the  cause  of  their  country. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond.  The  noble  Ix)rd  who  spoke 
last,  has  at  length  confessed  that  the  effects  of  our  Ameri- 
can war  begin  to  be  already  felt,  particularly  among  the 
nailers.  It  is  not  many  days  since  the  same  noble  Lord 
assured  us,  with  great  confidence,  that  the  manufactures  in 
his  neighbourhood  were  in  a  most  flourishing  state ;  that  the 
people  were  fully  employed  ;  and  that  new  channels  for  dis- 
posing of  the  commodities  formerly  sent  to  America  were 
iiappily  opened.  What  does  his  Lordship  now  tell  you  ? 
That  a  stagnation,  at  least  in  one  branch,  has  commenced, 
and  very  modestly  desires  Administration  to  devise  some 
means  of  compensating  the  sufferers.  This,  I  must  own, 
has  to  me  a  very  odd  sound.  We  have  already  voted  four 
shillings  in  the  pound.  Our  manufactures  are  on  the  de- 
cline ;  that  must  of  course  create  a  deficiency  in  the  funds. 
The  manufacturers  will  want  employment,  and  something 
must  be  done  for  them.  I  think  your  Lordships  ought  to 
consider  this  matter  in  a  very  serious  light  before  you  proceed 
a  step  further.  You  should  view  the  measures  at  large,  and 
fairly  conclude  on  the  consequences,  taken  together.  The 
noble  Earl,  lately  in  office,  [Lord  Dartmouth,]  told  us  the 
last  day  we  met  here,  that  we  were  to  have  peace  with 
America ;  that  it  was  the  fixed  resolution  of  Administration 
to  adopt  conciliatory  measures.  Now  what  does  he  tell 
your  Lordships  ?  That  we  are  in  a  state  of  war ;  that 
secrecy  is  the  life  and  essence  of  such  a  state ;  that  we 
should  studiously  conceal  what  everybody  knows  in  one 
instance,  and  withhold  secrets  from  this  House,  long  since 
grown  stale  in  the  Rebel  camp.  The  principle  which 
seems  to  direct  the  policy  of  the  noble  Lord,  is  no  less 
worthy  of  animadversion.  He  has  no  information  himself, 
his  friends  have  none,  and  he  will  hear  none.  In  fact,  his 
Lordship  is  as  careful  to  keep  every  degree  of  information 
from  this  House,  as  from  the  Generals  Lee,  Putnam,  or 
Washington ;  for  when  Mr.  Penn  delivered  him  the  Peti- 
tion, he  did  not  think  proper  to  ask  him  a  single  question. 
When  Mr.  Penn  was,  on  the  last  day,  examined  at  your 
Lordships'  bar,  his  Lordship  showed  a  similar  aversion  to 
anything  which  might  wear  the  most  distant  appearance  of 
looking  for  information. 

While  I  am  up,  and  speaking  on  the  subject  of  that  day's 
examination,  I  cannot  avoid  saying  a  few  words  on  the  con- 
duct of  one  or  two  noble  Lords.  From  the  time  that  the 
House  agreed  to  examine  Mr.  Penn  till  the  day  he  was 
examined,  I  determined  to  have  no  sort  of  communication 
with  him  ;  yet,  from  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Earl  in 
the  blue  ribbon,  and  the  noble  Earl  lately  in  office,  I  wished 
to  avoid  asking  that  gentleman  any  questions  which  might 
probably  be  disagreeable,  or  embarrass  him.  Accordingly, 
when  I  cairie  into  the  House,  having  previously  drawn  up 
a  list  of  such  questions  as  I  thought  proper  to  put  to  him,  I 
went  below  the  bar,  and  delivered  him  the  paper,  desiring 
him  to  object  to  such  as  he  thought  proper.  He  kept  the 
paper  a  few  minutes,  and  returned  it  to  me  with  an  assu- 
rance that  the  list  contained  not  a  single  question  he  was 
not  ready  to  answer.  In  this  transaction,  my  Lords,  I  flat- 
tered myself  that  I  had  acted  with  all  imaginable  caution 
and  candour.  Yet,  what  was  the  consequence,  but  that 
the  noble  Earl  who  presides  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty 
charged  me  with  previously  consulting  the  witness,  with  an 
intention,  I  presume,  to  fabricate  a  particular  kind  of  evi- 
dence, on  purpose  to  mislead  this  House.  Such  language 
was,  in  my  opinion,  extremely  unparliamentary,  and  deserv- 
ing of  your  Lordship's  discountenance  and  disapprobation  ; 
yet,  after  I  had  explained  the  matter  nearly  in  the  same 
words  I  do  now,  what  shall  we  say  to  the  unjustifiable  con- 
duct of  another  noble  Lord,  [Lyttelton,]  who  again  repeated 
the  same  charge,  mixed  with  a  direct  imputation,  that  the 
witness  gave  a  partial  testimony  ?     But  this  is  the  noble 


Lord,  my  Lords,  who  stands  up  so  warmly  for  Parliamen- 
tary order  and  the  decorum  of  debate,  and  so  severely  con- 
demns the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  my  right  hand,  [Lord 
Camden,]  for  being  guilty  of  what  he  calls  a  violation  of  it. 
It  is  ti-ue,  I  al\vays  hear  that  noble  Lord  with  infinite  plea- 
sure and  delight :  he  speaks  so  finely,  so  harmoniously ;  his 
elocution  is  so  charming,  and  his  action  so  just  and  striking, 
that  he  affords  me  no  small  degree  of  entertainment — scarce- 
ly Mr.  Garrick  himself  more  ;  yet,  before  the  noble  Lord  is 
so  very  ready  to  censure  others  in  respect  of  transgressions, 
such  as  he  now  attributes  to  the  learned  and  noble  Lord, 
he  should  recollect  how  ready  he  is  himself  to  offend  in  a 
similar  manner.  His  Lordship  has  laboured  greatly  to  re- 
concile the  learned  Lord's  expressions  to  each  other.  Your 
Lordships,  I  dare  say,  are  already  perfectly  satisfied  of  his 
ability  in  that  way.  He  has  a  knack  of  reconciling  very 
strange  things  indeed ;  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  reconcile 
his  conduct  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  and  the  part  he 
has  since  taken.  I  need  not  hope  it,  I  may  rest  assured, 
that  his  Lordship  is  able  to  reconcile  greater  difficulties  and 
contradictions  than  even  that  itself.  His  Lordship  will,  how- 
ever, excuse  me,  if  I  think  his  ingenuity  would  be  better 
employed  in  immediate  relation  to  himself,  than  about  any 
matter  respecting  the  noble  and  learned  Lord.  On  the  whole, 
my  Lords,  I  cannot  help  observing  that  the  conduct  of  Ad- 
ministration has  been  verj'  extraordinary.  The  noble  Earl 
in  the  blue  ribbon  has  told  you  he  has  been  deceived.  The 
noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty  has  told  you  that 
he  deceived  your  Lordships  relative  to  the  naval  arrange- 
ments of  last  year,  lest,  if  he  had  made  the  necessary  de- 
mands, you  would  have  withheld  your  support.  A  noble 
Lord  in  the  other  House  pledged  himself  that  an  army  of 
ten  thousand  men  would  look  America  into  submission. 
The  same  noble  Lord  has  again  undertaken  to  perform  the 
same  task  with  twenty-five  thousand  men.  What,  then,  in 
such  a  state  of  imposition,  confessed  weakness,  and  contra- 
diction, have  your  Lordships  to  direct  you  ?  Why,  the  noble 
Earl  in  the  blue  ribbon  desires  you,  very  gravely,  to  place 
an  implicit  confidence  in  Administration.  He  tells  you,  that 
no  miscarriage  can  happen  if  you  will  trust  him  and  his 
brethren  in  office.  This  is  speaking  pretty  confidently,  and 
with  no  small  degree  of  hazard.  I  presume  his  Lordship 
is  not  ignorant  of  the  true  purport  of  such  language  in  this 
House  ;  it  is  no  less  than  fairly  engaging  in  measures,  the 
consequences  of  which  the  Ministers'  heads  are  to  be  answer- 
able for.  If,  therefore,  the  present  motion  should  be  over- 
ruled, and  this  implicit  confidence  in  Ministers  should  be 
deemed  advisable,  I  hope  that  the  doctrine  will  be  accepted 
of  in  all  its  parts :  trust  the  executive  power,  and  let  the 
executive  power  be  eventually  responsible  to  the  legislative 
for  all  the  consequences. 

Earl  oi  Dartmouth.  I  am  much  obliged  to  any  noble 
Lord  who  rises  to  remind  me  of  anything  I  have  said  in  a 
former  debate.  I  am  doubly  so  to  the  noble  Duke  who 
spoke  last,  for  assisting  my  memory  to  words  so  justly  ex- 
pressive of  my  real  sentiments.  I  said  it  was  the  intention, 
the  most  earnest  wish  of  Administration,  to  adopt  measures 
of  conciliation,  nay,  of  concession.  I  avow  myself  still  of 
the  same  opinion.  1  affirmed,  early  in  this  debate,  that 
both  countries  are  in  a  state  of  war ;  that  secrecy,  respect- 
ing our  operations  and  the  state  of  our  troops,  was  become 
necessary.  I  think,  in  all  this,  there  is  nothing  versatile 
nor  contradictory.  If  absolute  war  were  finally  agreed  on, 
I  presume  his  Grace  would  not  contend  that  peace  would 
not  be  the  ultimate  object.  How,  then,  can  the  noble  Duke 
conclude,  from  my  saying  that  this  country  is  in  a  state  of 
war,  that  consequently  the  views  of  Administration  were 
directed  to  the  conquest  of  America :  when  in  the  same 
breath  I  added,  that  the  armaments,  both  by  sea  and  land, 
were  made  chiefly  with  an  intention  of  protecting  such  in 
America  as  continue  well-affected  to  the  mother  country, 
and  restoring  them  to  the  liberty  of  acting  conformably  to 
their  own  sentiments?  I  repeat  again,  that  I  have  no  sort 
of  disinclination  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of  the  noble  Duke 
who  made  the  motion,  were  the  information  to  be  confined  to' 
the  object  barely  of  the  present  question  ;  but  understanding 
from  the  learned  and  noble  Lord  who  spoke  eariy  in  debate, 
that  other  information  of  the  same  nature  will  be  desired,  I 
must,  for  that  reason,  give  it  my  hearty  negative. 

Ijord  Viscount  Dudley.  I  do  not  retract  my  former  asser- 
tion, that  the  manufacturers  in  my  neighbourhood  were  never 
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in  a  more  flourishing  condition.  I  am  sure  they  never  were ; 
and  one  good  reason  may  be  assigned  wiiy  the  American 
trade  in  general  should  have  been  brisker,  for  some  time 
past,  than  usual,  because  the  people  in  America,  foreseeing 
the  consequences  of  the  non-importation  and  non-exporta- 
tion agreement,  provided  accordingly,  which  caused  an  in- 
creased demand.  I  have  made  it  my  business  to  inquire, 
and,  from  the  most  authentick  infonnation,  have  no  doubt 
of  the  truth  of  what  I  affirm.  The  noble  Duke  has  there- 
fore mistaken  my  meaning.  Nay,  further,  the  very  nail- 
making  business  has  not  yet  felt  any  stagnation  ;  at  least  the 
people  employed  in  that  business  have  had  yet  no  reason  to 
complain.  But,  my  Lords,  saying  this,  I  am  to  inform  your 
Lordships  that  that  may  not  much  longer  continue  to  be  the 
case ;  for  I  beheve  the  fact  truly  is,  that  the  great  nail  ma- 
nufacturers, long  since  the  demand  has  slackened,  have  still 
continued  to  employ  their  men  ;  the  business  as  respecting 
the  journeymen  has,  of  course,  been  equally  brisk.  But, 
my  Lords,  there  may  be  a  time  when  the  inconvenience,  or 
rather  the  impracticability,  of  such  a  conduct  may  arrive — 
I  mean  when  the  great  manufacturers  can  no  longer,  with 
justice  to  themselves,  accumulate  a  commodity  for  which 
they  have  no  vent.  It  is  to  guard  against  the  consequence 
such  a  period  would  produce,  I  now  say  that  Administration 
would  do  well  to  interpose,  and  endeavour  to  find  the  jour- 
neymen employment. 

Lord  Camden.  Tlie  noble  Lord  who  so  severely  ani- 
madverted on  my  conduct  respecting  certain  opinions  main- 
tained by  me  in  the  course  of  my  speech,  having  offered  so 
little  immediately  directed  to  combat  the  justice  and  truth 
of  those  opinions,  I  might  well  stand  excused  in  your  Lord- 
ships' judgment,  as  well  as  my  own,  in  not  rising  to  reply 
to  them,  if  I  were  not  doubtful  it  might  be  construed  into 
pusillanimity,  or  a  conviction  that  I  had  acted  improperly, 
and  was  resolved  to  submit  to  the  noble  Lord's  censure  in 
silence.  When,  therefore,  the  noble  Lord  makes  a  general 
charge  of  inconsistency  against  me,  I  tell  him  that  1  think 
I  am  perfectly  consistent ;  that  I  might  assert  one  thing  as 
an  Englishman,  and  resist  it  as  an  American.  The  noble 
Lord  says  it  is  indecent  and  unparliamentary  to  arraign  an 
act  of  Parliament,  unless  it  be  on  a  motion  for  its  repeal. 
I  never  knew  any  such  rule  of  debate  observed  in  either 
House  of  Parliament.  If  there  be,  I  contend  that  it  is 
essentially  destructive  to  the  freedom  of  debate,  and  shall 
never  be  observed  by  me  till  I  am  fairly  tied  up  by  a  vote 
of  your  Lordships  to  that  purpose.  But  if  the  rule  were 
a  good  one,  only  see  how  it  would  operate  in  the  present 
case:  the  question  substantially  before  us  is,  Whether  or 
not  the  acts  of  the  British  Parliament  respecting  America 
be  founded  in  justice,  and  be  consonant  to  the  principles  of 
this  Constitution.  Frame  ten,  or  ten  thousand,  motions,  they 
will  come  at  last  to  this  question.  What,  then,  is  the  pur- 
port of  the  noble  Lord's  argument  ?  I  allow  the  true  ques- 
tion relates  solely  to  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  those  acts ; 
you  may  say  anything  else  you  please,  but  on  them  you 
must  be  silent.  1  appeal  to  your  Lordships  if  this  be  not 
the  natural  and  obvious  meaning  of  the  censure  attempted  to 
be  passed  on  my  words,  and  tlie  restraint  that  would  be  the 
consequence,  should  your  Lordships  think  I  deserved  it. 
No,  my  Lords,  till  I  am  fairly  precluded  from  exercising 
my  right,  as  a  Peer  of  this  House,  of  declaring  my  senti- 
ments openly,  of  discussing  every  subject  submitted  to  my 
consideration  with  freedom,  I  shall  never  be  prevented  from 
perfonning  my  duty  by  any  threats,  however  warmly  and 
eagerly  supported,  or  secretly  suggested.  I  do  assure  your 
Lordships  that  I  am  heartily  tired  of  the  ineffective  struggle 
I  am  engaged  in.  I  would  thank  any  of  your  Lordships  who 
should  procure  a  vote  to  be  passed  for  silencing  me.  It  would 
be  a  favour  more  grateful  than  any  other  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  your  Lordships  to  bestow ;  but  until  that  vote  has 
received  your  Lordships'  sanction,  I  must  still  think,  and 
shall  uniformly  contiime  to  assert,  that  Great  Britain  was 
the  fii-st  aggressor ;  that  most,  if  not  all,  the  acts  were  found- 
ed in  oppression  ;  and  that,  if  I  were  an  American,  I  should 
resist  to  the  last  such  manifest  exertions  of  tyranny,  violence, 
and  injustice.  When  I  arraign  those  acts,  I  would  willingly 
draw  a  line,  distinguishing  those  which  have  created  the  pre- 
sent troubles  from  those  that  preceded  them ;  because  the 
latter,  I  am  authorized  to  say,  did  not  directly  operate, 
though  undoubtedly  they  laid  the  foundation  for  the  former. 
Saying  this,  however,  I  contend  that  there  has  not  been  a 


single  step  nor  consequence  throughout  this  whole  business 
that  did  not  originate  from  the  principle  of  laying  taxes  on 
America  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue.  That,  my 
Lords,  is  the  great  grievance,  the  source  and  parent  of  every 
other.  But  coming  more  immediately  to  the  matter  I  rose 
to  explain :  Tea  was  sent  to  Boston,  under  the  idea,  as  was 
pretended,  of  enforcing  a  conmiercial  regulation  ;  the  tea  was 
destroyed  by  a  number  of  men  in  disguise,  assisted  by  a  mad 
rabble — an  act,  at  the  time,  disavowed  by  the  whole  Pro- 
vince in  their  legislative  and  constitutional  capacity;  and 
never,  from  that  day  to  this,  offered  to  be  justified,  either  in 
writing  or  discourse.  How  did  Great  Britain  act  on  this 
occasion  ?  Without  making  any  demand  of  reparation  ; 
without  making  a  single  inquiry,  or  calling  for  a  single  evi- 
dence to  prove  the  delinquency  of  a  single  inhabitant  of  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  you  shut  up  its  port,  you 
deprived  thousands  of  the  means  of  living,  of  the  fruits  of 
their  honest  industry,  though  you  were  convinced  they  dis- 
approved of  the  act  as  much  as  yourselves.  Besides,  you 
robbed  people  of  their  property  by  rendering  their  landed 
estates,  their  houses,  wharves,  &;c.,  useless.  If  this  was 
not  injustice  the  most  wanton  in  its  nature,  and  the  most 
aggravated  in  its  circumstances  that  was  ever  exercised  in 
a  free,  nay,  in  a  despotick  country,  I  am  sure  I  know  not 
what  tyranny  or  despotism  is.  Such  was  the  complexion 
of  your  next  act — that  of  stripping  the  Province  of  its  char- 
ter, without  previously  proving  that  the  powers  delegated  by 
it  were  abused  and  legally  forfeited  ;  in  fine,  without  exami- 
nation or  inquiry  of  any  kind  whatever.  And  lastly,  that 
last  inhuman  act  of  endeavouring  to  starve  half  a  million  of 
people  into  compliance,  and  thereby  involving  the  guilty  and 
innocent  in  one  common  punishment. 

These,  my  Lords,  are  some  of  the  few  reasons  why  I 
think  that  Great  Britain  has  been  the  aggressor ;  that  she 
has  been  cruel,  oppressive,  unjust,  and  unrelenting;  and 
these,  my  Lords,  are  the  motives  which  would  induce  me, 
were  I  an  American,  to  resist  them  as  the  most  open  and 
dangerous  attacks  upon  my  liberty,  property,  and,  in  short, 
everything  I  held  dear  as  a  freeman. 

Lord  Mansfield.  My  Lords,  I  did  not  intend  to  speak 
to  the  question,  for  you  will  perceive  by  my  voice  that  1  am 
not  well.  If,  therefore,  I  should  not  express  myself  so  clearly 
as  I  could  wish,  I  will  trust  to  your  indulgence.  The  ques- 
tion before  your  Lordships  is  simply.  Whether  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  give  the  papers  now  called  for.  If  the  giving  them 
to  the  House  will  be  productive  of  no  inconvenience,  and 
give  necessary  information,  I  think  the  motion  should  be 
complied  with.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  motion  will  an- 
swer no  one  good  purpose,  and  may  possibly  disclose  matter 
proper  to  be  kept  secret,  I  think  the  desired  information 
ought  to  be  withheld.  These,  my  Lords,  are  the  objects 
of  the  motion ;  but  I  perceive  the  debate  has  taken  a  very 
different  turn.  The  question  at  large  has  forced  itself  into 
discussion,  and,  I  foresee,  ever  will,  till  it  is  decided  one  way 
or  the  other.  The  bad  consequences  of  planting  Northern 
Colonies  were  eariy  predicted.  Sir  Josiah  Child  foretold, 
before  the  Revolution,  that  they  would,  in  the  end,  prove 
our  rivals  in  power,  commerce,  and  manufactures.  Dave- 
nant,  adopting  the  same  ideas,  foresaw  what  has  since  hap- 
pened ;  he  foresaw  that  whenever  America  found  herself  of 
sufficient  strength  to  contend  with  the  mother  country,  she 
would  endeavour  to  form  herself  into  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent State.  This  has  been  the  constant  object  o(  Mew- 
England  almost  from  her  earliest  infancy.  Their  struggles, 
in  the  reign  of  King  William,  compelled  that  Prince  to  re- 
call their  former  charter,  and  give  them  a  new  one ;  and, 
towards  the  conclusion  of  his  reign,  to  ^et  an  act  passed 
that  no  law  enacted  in  the  Colonies  should  be  valid,  if  con- 
trary to  any  law  at  the  time  existing  in  England.  Those 
disputes  scarce  subsided  from  that  day  to  this.  I  remem- 
ber, in  1733,  Mr.  Talbot  (afterwards  Chancellor)  proposed 
a  set  of  resolutions  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  which  the 
nature  of  the  disputes  then  subsisting  were  directly  pointed 
at  and  similar  doctrines  to  those  maintained  at  present  by 
the  British  Pariiament  fully  asserted.  So  matters  continued 
till  1756,  when  a  new  Administration  was  formed,  brought 
about  by  a  coalition  ;  in  effecting  which  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  an  instrument.  I  remember,  at  that  time  the  Ministry 
were" extremely  unwilling  to  engage  in  a  war  on  account  of 
America;  and,  I  beUeve,  would  have  avoided  it,  if  some 
circumstances  had  not  intervened  which  gave  another  turn 
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to  the  disputes  then  subsisting.  Not  that  I  would  be  under- 
stood to  say  that  America  was  not  the  true  cause  of  the  war 
then  undertaken  ;  I  am  certain  she  was.  A  vulgar  opinion 
prevailed  that  we  armed  in  defence  of  Hanover ;  the  con- 
trary was  certainly  the  case.  Whatever  form  the  war  might 
have  afterwards  assumed,  the  preservation  of  America  was 
what  originally  brought  us  into  it.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace,  the  inconveniences  which  have  since  arisen  were  then 
partly  foreseen ;  but  they  were,  however,  balanced  with  a 
suitable  degree  of  wisdom  against  those  which  might  have 
been  produced  by  embracing  the  other  part  of  the  alterna- 
tive. If  Canada  was  restored  to  France,  it  would  have  laid 
a  foundation  for  future  disputes,  and  future  wars ;  it  would 
iiave  been  the  source  of  endless  contention  between  both 
nations.  This  was  the  precise  state  of  the  case  previous  to 
the  laying  on  the  Stamp  Act.  An  idea  then  prevailed  that 
America,  from  her  increased  power  and  ability  to  pay,  should 
contribute  to  alleviate  the  burdens  she  had  been  instrumental 
in  loading  this  country  with.  I  shall  not  pretend  to  say  how 
proper  such  a  measure  might  have  been.  As  things  have 
since  turned  out,  I  am  sorry  the  Stamp  Act  ever  passed : 
liowever,  no  person  at  the  time  so  much  as  offered  to  say  a 
word  against  it.  The  next  year  the  Declaratory  Law  was 
passed  without  any  opposition.  In  a  year  after,  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  who  spoke  last,  being  then  at  the  head  of 
his  Majesty's  Councils,  and  presiding  on  the  Woolsack,  was 
present  when  the  Port  Duties  were  laid  on,  and  never  said 
a  word  against  them.  I  am  sorry  they  were  ever  laid  on. 
Much  about  the  same  time,  the  act  for  extending  the  Act  of 
Henry  VIII,  relative  to  the  trial  of  persons  for  offences 
committed  out  of  the  realm,  was  passed :  the  same  learned 
Lord  retained  his  former  situation,  and  the  noble  Duke, 
who  made  the  motion  this  day,  then  presiding  at  the  head 
of  the  Treasury,  were  both  in  the  Cabinet,  and  not  a  word 
was  said  then  against  the  measure.  I  am  sorry  that  bill 
was  passed.  And,  lastly,  the  very  bill  the  learned  Lord 
hath  this  day  bestowed  so  many  hard  names  upon,  relative 
to  stopping  up  the  port  of  Boston,  was  passed  without  any 
manner  of  opposition.  Of  the  succeeding  acts  I  shall  say 
nothing,  but  that,  if  the  others  were  justifiable,  I  think  the 
latter  were  equally  so.  I  do  not  pretend  to  state  the  matter 
accurately,  but  as  well  as  my  memory  is  able  to  assist  me. 
I  do  not  think  that  America  complains  of  particular  injuries 
so  much  as  she  does  of  the  violation  of  her  rights.  If  I  do 
not  mistake,  in  one  place  the  Congress  sum  up  the  whole  of 
their  grievances  in  the  passage  of  the  Declaratory  Act,  which 
asserts  the  supremacy  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  power  of 
making  laws  for  America  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  That  is 
the  true  bone  of  contention.  They  positively  deny  the  right, 
not  the  mode  of  exercising  it.  They  would  allow  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  a  nominal  sovereignty  over  them,  but  no- 
thing else.  They  would  throw  off  the  dependancy  on  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  but  not  on  the  person  of  the  King, 
whom  they  would  render  a  cypher.  In  fine,  they  would 
stand  in  relation  to  Great  Britain  as  Hanover  now  stands ; 
or,  more  properly  speaking,  as  Scotland  stood  towards  Eng- 
land previous  to  the  treaty  of  Union.  His  Lordship  then 
entered  into  a  variety  of  detailed  reasonings,  to  show  that 
the  views  of  America  were  directed  to  independence ;  that 
Great  Britain  could  not  concede  without  relinquishing  the 
whole,  which,  he  supposed,  was  not  intended;  and  that, 
consequently,  any  measure  of  conciliation,  in  the  present 
situation  of  affairs,  and  the  declared  intentions  o{  America, 
would  answer  no  end  but  furnishing  her  with  grounds  to 
erect  new  claims  on,  or  to  hold  out  terms  of  pretended  obe- 
dience and  submission. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne.  I  do  not  pretend,  particulariy 
at  this  late  hour,  to  follow  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  over 
the  very  wide  circuit  he  has  taken.  So  much,  however,  I 
can  affirm,  that  were  I  as  well  satisfied  as  his  Lordship 
seems  to  be  that  America  aims  ultimately  at  independence, 
I  should  be  one  of  the  first  in  this  House  who  would  be  for 
adopting  the  most  firm  and  decisive  measures ;  ilot  having 
yet  brought  myself  to  approve  of  the  very  extraordinary 
proposition,  of  breaking  off  all  political  or  commercial  con- 
nection with  that  country.  His  Lordship  has  stated  the 
case  o(  Ireland,  as  applying  to  the  subject  of  the  present 
unhappy  disputes,  and  was  pleased  to  allude  to  something 
which  dropped  from  me  the  last  night  on  that  subject,  in- 
ferring from  thence,  that  as  JreZawd  is  a  subordinate  kingdom, 
dependant  on  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  the  true  depen- 


dance  of  America  is  thereby  clearly  marked  out,  as  distin- 
guished from  those  claims  of  America  which  maintain  that 
their  obedience  and  submission  reach  no  further  than  to  the 
mere  person  of  the  Prince  upon  the  throne.  Taking  the 
premises  to  be  true,  I  perfectly  coincide  with  his  Lordship ; 
for  I  always  have,  and  ever  shall  think,  that  both  Ireland 
and  America  are  subordinate  to  this  country ;  but  I  shall 
likewise  retain  my  former  opinion,  that  they  have  rights,  the 
free  and  unimpaired  exercise  of  which  should  be  preserved 
inviolate.  The  principal,  the  fundamental  right,  is  that  of 
granting  their  own  money.  The  Irish  have  always  exerci- 
sed that  right  uninterrupted  ;  so  has  America  till  very  late- 
ly ;  and  that  this  invaluable  privilege  is  going  to  be  wrested 
from  her,  I  take  to  be  die  true  grievance;  remove  that  away, 
and  everything,  I  dare  say,  will  soon  return  into  its  former 
channel.  I  do  not  here  promise  to  meet  the  ideas  of  every 
person  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlanticlc  indiscriminately. 
There  may  be  some  factious,  ambitious,  turbulent  spirits 
there.  I  would  be  understood  to  speak  here  of  the  prevail- 
ing governing  dispositions  of  both  countries.  There  may, 
on  the  other  hand,  be  many  people  in  this  country  so  mis- 
taken as  to  desire  a  revenue ;  but  what  I  mean  is,  that  if 
the  claim  of  taxation  was  fairly  relinquished,  without  reser- 
vation, I  am  confident  the  supremacy  of  the  British  Par- 
liament would  be  acknowledged  and  acquiesced  in  by 
America,  and  peace  between  both  countries  be  once  more 
happily  restored. 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  speaks  something  concern- 
ing a  coalition,  or  union  of  opinion  on  some  leading  points. 
I  find  myself  in  an  awkward  situation.  I  do  not,  for 
my  part,  wish  to  become  a  member  of  Administration. 
I  am  an  independent  man,  and  mean  to  continue  so ; 
but  if  any  general  plan  should  be  adopted,  I  should,  in 
the  first  instance,  put  in  my  claim  to  restrain  the  power 
and  mode  of  exercising  the  constitutional  plan  of  Royal 
requisition,  so  as  to  prevent  the  Crown,  or  the  Ministers  for 
the  time  being,  from  employing  it  to  purposes  of  finance 
and  patronage,  which  might  tend  to  throw  still  more  weight 
and  influence  into  the  hands  of  Government,  already  grown 
much  too  formidable  and  powerful.  The  fatal  effects  of 
this  increased  strength  in  the  Crown  has  been  severely  felt 
in  another  kingdom.  It  was  to  guard  against  it,  in  some 
measure,  that  the  Act  of  King  William  passed  for  limit- 
ing the  army  serving  in  Ireland  to  twelve  thousand  men. 
Though  the  army,  till  very  lately,  was  continued  at  that 
number,  other  means  were  devised  to  employ  the  power  of 
the  Crown  in  that  country,  to  purposes  operating  nearer 
home.  It  is,  therefore,  on  the  hint  now  thrown  out  by  the 
learned  and  noble  Lord,  that  I  lay  in  my  claim  thus  eariy 
to  avert,  or  rather  to  totally  provide  preventatives  against, 
the  mischiefs  to  be  dreaded  from  increasing  the  power  of 
the  Crown,  on  the  footing  of  any  plan  of  conciliation  which 
may  be  proposed  and  agreed  on  ultimately  between  Great 
Britain  and  America.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  will, 
I  trust,  excuse  me,  when  I  set  him  right  relative  to  a  fact, 
which  he  has  misstated  or  forgot.  His  Lordship  says  the 
Boston  Port  Bill  passed  without  any  opposition.  I  beg 
leave  to  remind  his  Lordship,  that  it  was  warmly  opposed : 
that  I,  among  several  other  Lords  who  entertained  similar 
sentiments,  testified  our  disapprobation  in  the  warmest  and 
most  decisive  terms ;  nor  shall  I  ever  be  reconciled  to  that 
bill,  nor  the  Charter  Bill  that  accompanied  it.  They  were 
both  founded  in  manifest  injustice :  to  punish  men  unheard 
in  one  instance,  and  to  create  a  forfeiture,  without  any  de- 
linquency proved  in  the  other,  \vere  such  acts  as  must  con- 
tinue to  disgrace  our  statute  books  till  they  are  repealed. 

I  trust  your  Lordships  will  indulge  me  with  a  word  or 
two  to  the  question.  The  noble  Earl  in  the  blue  ribbon, 
who  spoke  early  in  the  debate,  and  the  noble  Lord  lately 
in  office,  speak  as  if  such  information  as  that  now  desired, 
was  not  only  improper  to  be  given,  but  even  indecent  and 
unparliamentary  to  be  asked.  I  protest  to  your  Lordships 
I  never  heard  till  this  night  so  extraordinary  an  idea  main- 
tained. In  the  first  place,  their  arguments  prove  the  very 
reverse :  they  prove,  that  all  secrecy  will  be  nugatory,  for 
that  the  Rebels  are  better  informed  than  the  King's  troops. 
But  taking  the  fact  to  be  directly  otherwise,  what  would 
their  reasoning  amount  to?  Keep  everything  a  profound 
secret;  if  anything,  at  least  anything  material,  transpires, 
our  schemes  will  be  defeated.  Now,  for  my  part,  I  by  no 
means  approve  of  such  a  mode  of  proceeding,  even  if  en- 
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gaged  in  a  foreign  war  with  our  natural  and  inveterate  ene- 
mies. By  the  accounts  transmitted  down  to  us,  this  was 
not  the  conduct  pursued  by  tiie  immortal  Marlborough.  He 
always  came  over  in  the  winter,  and  instead  of  wishing  to 
conceal  from  his  enemies,  he  generally  stated  minutely  the 
measures  pursued  during  the  preceding  campaign ;  the 
operations,  and  their  actual  or  probable  eflcjcts.  His  Grace 
did  not  even  rest  contented  here,  for  he  never  failed  to 
sketch  the  great  oudine  of  the  succeeding  campaign,  and 
the  number  of  troops  it  would  be  necessary  to  bring  into  the 
field.  He  was  generally  as  good  as  his  word — whatever  he 
promised  he  punctually  performed  ;  and  never,  in  the  course 
of  ten  successive  campaigns,  did  he  once  come  to  Parlia- 
ment to  tell  he  had  been  deceived,  or  that  he  had  suffered 
in  the  least  by  his  communications  to  Parliament. 

Tlie  Uuke  of  Richmond.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
who  spoke  late  in  the  debate,  has  entirely  forgot  the  cir- 
cumstances relative  to  the  passing  of  the  Boston  Port  Bill, 
and  the  opposition  it  met  with  from  this  side  of  the  House. 
I  must  put  his  Lordship  in  mind,  that  it  was  veiy  strenu- 
ously opposed,  and  that  upon  the  very  ground  urged  this  day 
in  debate.  I  remember  very  well,  too,  that  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  foretold  that  it  would  meet  with  no  opposition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  pressed 
unanimity  as  the  best  means  of  ensuring  it  success.  It  was 
on  the  faith  of  those  assurances  that  the  bill  was  not  ojjpo- 
sed  on  the  third  reading.  It  was  treated  no  more  than  as  a 
matter  of  mere  form;  the  bill  was  to  be  passed,  the  tea  was 
to  be  paid  for,  and  tranquillity  was  to  be  the  consequence. 
How  miserably  those  persons  who  reasoned  in  this  manner 
were  deceived,  or  how  miserably  they  endeavoured  to  mis- 
lead others,  (and  I  am  sorry  to  say  in  some  measure  succeed- 
ed,) will,  I  trust,  be  not  shortly  forgotten.  Before  I  sit  down, 
I  shall  just  mention  a  very  particular  circumstance,  which 
happened  at  the  time  of  passing  that  celebrated  bill.  None 
of  the  noble  Lords  who  disapproved  of  the  bill  having 
thought  it  necessary  to  attend  at  the  third  reading,  to  give  it 
the  greater  eclat,  it  was  entered  in  the  Journals,  nem.  con.; 
whereas  it  is  totally  unusual  and  unparliamentary  to  do  so, 
when  an  opposition  has  been  made  to  the  bill  in  any  stage. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton.  My  Lords,  it  has  been  said  this 
day  that  Great  Britain  is  not  able  to  coerce  America.  I 
should  be  sorry  such  a  notion  should  prevail ;  nor  do  I  think 
it  well  founded,  if  it  barely  depended  on  a  trial  of  strength 
between  the  parties.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  reflect  but 
for  an  instant,  that  we  cannot  exert  our  whole  force  against 
America,  nor  with  prudence  or  safety  one  half  of  it,  that 
weighty  consideration  should  be  always  present  in  our 
minds.  It  is  no  longer  a  secret  that  France  will  not  permit 
us.  In  that  event,  only  think,  my  Lords,  what  a  perilous 
situation  we  shall  be  in.  After  having  wasted  a  consider- 
able part  of  our  blood  and  treasure  in  this  unnatural  contest ; 
after  we  have  stretched  our  ordinary  means  of  carrying  on 
this  war  as  far  as  they  can  go,  nay,  probably  anticipated 
them  considerably  ;  our  commerce  on  the  decline,  if  not 
ruined  ;  our  manufacturers  starving,  or  inlisting  for  soldiers ; 
France,  or  perhaps  the  whole  united  strength  of  the  House 
of  Bourbon,  declares  against  us.  Where,  in  such  a  situation, 
are  we  to  look  for  new  resources  ?  I  solemnly  affirm,  and 
with  grief  assure  your  Lordships,  1  do  not  know.  I  am 
tolerably  well  acquainted  with  the  finances  of  this  country; 
and  I  am  sure  I  cannot  think  of  a  single  tax,  even  in  a  time 
of  perfect  tranquillity,  that  could  be  devised,  which  would 
increase  the  gross  receipt  at  his  Majesty's  Exchequer. 
What,  then,  must  be  the  consequence  of  a  war  at  such  a 
period,  when  1  can  venture  to  foretell  that  one-third,  if  not 
more,  of  the  ordinary  national  resources  will  be  stopped  ? 

Viscount  Townshend  passed  several  high  compliments 
on  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  relative  to  his  knowledge  of  his 
Grace's  abilities  and  candour  when  connected  with  Admi- 
nistration as  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  He  lamented 
greatly  the  freedom  which  had  been  taken  in  the  course  of 
the  debate.  He  observed,  that  the  noble  Duke  had  said 
we  were  not  in  a  situation  to  go  to  war  without  endanger- 
ing this  country  from  becoming  a  province  to  France. 
Another  noble  Duke  had  asserted  in  debate,  that  what  kept 
the  troops  in  Boston  was  the  imminent  risk  of  quitting  it 
without  being  cut  to  pieces.  This,  he  observed,  might  sug- 
gest to  the  Rebels  the  very  attempt.  It  was  said,  that  troops 
were  to  be  sent  to  the  Southward ;  this  might  defeat  the 
measure,  for  he  was  certain   there  was  not  a  syllable  said 


in  the  House  that  night  that  would  not  be  expeditiously 
conveyed  to  America,  by  the  fii-st  possible  opportunity. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  added  one  more  reason  for  wishing 
for  conciliatory  measures.  In  the  event  I  have  first  stated, 
Great  Britain  must  be  ruined  by  prosecuting  this  unnatural 
war.  In  the  other,  that  is,  supposing  she  prevails,  and 
brings  America  to  her  feet,  1  shall  fear  that,  if  jwssible,  still 
more ;  for  I  am  perfectly  convinced,  that  the  liberties  of 
America  once  gone,  those  of  Great  Britain  will  not  long 
survive  them. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  it  was  resolved  in  the 
negative. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  then  moved,  "  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  to  desire  that  his  Ma- 
jesty would  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct  the  proper  offi- 
cers to  lay  before  this  House  an  account  of  the  Officers  and 
Men,  effective  and  fit  for  duty,  in  the  Army  in  and  about 
Boston,  according  to  the  latest  Return,  together  with  the 
date  of  that  Return." 

Which,  being  objected  to,  the  question  was  put  there- 
upon : 

It  was  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Then  it  was  moved,  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty,  to  desire  that  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  communicate  to  this  House  any  plan  or  plans 
which  may  have  been  adopted  for  assigning  winter-quarters 
for  the  Troops  now  in  America ;  and  such  an  account  as 
may  best  be  depended  upon  of  the  force  which  the  Colo- 
nies will  be  able  to  bring  into  the  field  against  his  Majesty's 
forces  in  those  parts,  in  order  that  we  may  be  better  ground- 
ed in  the  humble  advice  which  it  is  our  duty  to  offer  to  his 
Majesty  on  the  present  alarming  crisis." 

Which  being  objected  to,  the  former  part  of  the  motion 
was  withdrawn.  The  question  was  then  put,  and  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty,  to  desire  "  That  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to 
give  directions  that  there  be  laid  before  this  House  copies 
of  the  last  Returns  of  the  state  of  the  several  Regiments  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty by  the  Lords  with  White  Staves. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  then  moved,  "  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  to  desire  that  he  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions  that  there  be  laid 
before  this  House  an  account  of  all  Artillery,  Ordnance, 
Arms,  Military  Stores  of  all  kinds,  issued  for  the  land  ser- 
vice of  America,  since  August,  1773,  to  October,  1775,  both 
inclusive,  distinguishing  each  kind,  and  the  value  thereof." 

Which  being  objected  to,  the  question  was  put  there- 
upon :     It  was  resolved  in  the  negative. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  November  16,  1775. 
Mr.  Burke  presented  a  Petition  from  the  Gendemen, 
Clergy,  Clothiers,  Manufacturers,  and  others,  inhabhants  of 
the  several  Towns  of  Westbury,  Warminster,  and  Trov>- 
bridge,  and  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  in  the  County  of 
Wilts,  whose  names  are  thereunder  written,  setting  forth, 
"  That  the  Petitioners  are  greatly  alarmed  and  surprised  at 
finding  certain  persons,  styling  themselves  the  Gentlemen, 
Clergy,  Clothiers,  and  other  tradesmen,  of  the  Towns  and 
neighbourhood  of  Bradford,  Trowbridge,  and  Melksham, 
in  the  County  of  Wilts,  approach  the  throne  of  our  most 
gracious  Sovereign,  and,  under  the  pretence  of  testifying 
their  loyalty  and  affection  to  his  Majesty,  boldly  assert,  in 
regard  to  the  American  prohibition  of  all  commerce  with  his 
Majesty's  European  dominions,  that  they  (the  Petitioners) 
find  no  melancholy  effects  arising  dierefrom,  or  any  unusual 
failure  of  demand  for  their  manufactures,  or  of  employment 
for  their  poor.  And,  at  this  important  and  alarming  crisis, 
when  so  much  depends  on  the  deliberations  and  resolu-, 
tions  of  Parliament,  not  less  than  the  lives,  liberties,  and 
properties  of  thousands  of  their  fellow-subjects,  the  Petition- 
ers, apprehending  that  the  like  misrepresentations  may  be 
conveyed  to  the  House,  should  hold  themselves  unjust  to 
their  own  dearest  interests,  and  that  of  their  posterity,  if 
they  did  not  publickly  express  their  entire  disapprobation 
of  that  malignant  and  uncandid  spirit,  wliich  can  carry  false- 
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hood  to  the  throne ;  for  the  Petitioners  assure  the  House 
tliat  the  trade  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom  has  most  sensibly 
dechned  ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  un- 
fortunate and  unnatural  contest  with  America;  and  that 
employment  for  the  poor  has  proportionably  decreased  in  like 
manner,  insomuch  that  it  appeai-s,  by  autheniick  and  unde- 
niable evidence,  that  the  poor  rates  of  the  said  towns  have, 
during  the  last  ten  years,  grown  to  an  enormous  degree,  and 
are  now  become  an  almost  insupportable  burden  to  the 
inhabitants  thereof;  and  that  the  Petitioners  do  not  presume 
to  arraign  the  wisdom  or  justice  of  Parliament,  in  the  mea- 
sures which  have  hitherto  been  adopted  and  pursued  to- 
wards America ;  but,  as  intercession  on  behalf  of  their 
afflicted  brethren  in  the  Colonies,  and  in  extenuation  of  the 
criminality  with  which  they  have  been  charged,  they  beg 
leave  to  offer  that  their  resistance  to  the  right  of  taxation  in 
the  British  Parliament  (from  the  claim  to  which  the  present 
unhappy  differences  have  originated)  has  not,  as  they  con- 
ceive, proceeded  from  an  impatience  of  subordination  to 
that  high  constitutional  supremacy  necessarily  vested  in  the 
mother  country,  but  in  support  of  an  usage,  which  a  uni- 
form and  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  had  given  them  reason  to  believe  them- 
selves entitled  unto,  and  which  Great  Britain  hereelf  had 
frequently  called  upon  them  to  exercise  in  their  own  Pro- 
vincial assemblies :  and  the  Petitioners,  therefore,  consider- 
ing that  the  vital  principle  of  trade  is  peace  and  confidence, 
not  war  and  distraction  ;  and  compassionating  the  tumultu- 
ous and  irregular  exertion  of  that  rude  yet  manly  spirit, 
whose  features  plainly  mark  its  origin  of  British  ancestry, 
and  which,  though  misguided  in  them,  was,  through  our 
common  ancestore,  productive  of  those  blessings  which  make 
Uie  peculiar  boast  of  our  happy  Constitution,  and  to  which 
we  owe  the  distinguished  happiness  that  the  present  august 
family  are  at  this  day  on  the  throne  of  these  kingdoms ; 
and  deprecating  also  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  the  event  of 
which,  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty,  may  terminate 
in  the  dismemberment  of  our  empire,  or  in  a  barren  and 
ruinous  conquest ;  and  therefore  praying  the  House  to  take 
the  premises  into  their  consideration,  and,  for  the  sake  of 
peace,  for  the  sake  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  for  the  gene- 
ral safety,  concord,  and  prosperity,  of  the  whole  empire,  for 
the  sake  of  our  holy  religion,  and  the  glory  of  Almighty 
God,  who  dwells  in  peace,  to  adopt  such  lenient  measures 
as  may  restore  to  this  great  kingdom  and  her  Colonies  that 
affectionate  intercourse  with  each  other  which  alone  can 
prevent  the  manifold  evils  with  which  they  are  now  threat- 
ened, and  establish  the  national  greatness  on  the  broad 
foundation  of  equal  rule,  and  the  general  happiness  of  a  free, 
loyal,  and  united  people." 

Ordered,  To  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Burke  then  rose.*  He  said  that  the  signers  were  all 
men  who  manufactured  for  themselves ;  and  he  was  autho- 
rized to  say  that  they  possessed  more  than  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds  of  English  property.  He  wished  the 
prayer  of  that  petition  to  be  considered  as  the  exordium  of 
what  he  had  to  say  to  the  House.  He  complained  of  the 
difhculties  which  in  civil  wars  lay  upon  moderate  men,  who 
advised  lenient  measures ;  tliat  their  moderation  was  attri- 
buted to  a  want  of  zeal,  and  their  fears  for  the  publick  safety 
to  a  want  of  spirit ;  that  on  this  particular  occasion  whatever 
they  said  to  incline  the  House  to  lenity  was  construed  into 
a  countenance  of  rebellion  ;  and  so  many  arts  and  so  many 
menaces  had  been  used,  that  if  they  had  not  been  opposed 
with  a  good  share  of  firmness  by  the  friends  to  the  peace 
of  their  country,  all  freedom  of  debate,  and,  indeed,  all  pub- 
lick  deliberation,  would  have  been  put  an  end  to. 

He  said  that,  for  his  part,  he  was  no  way  intimidated  by 
all  these  machinations  from  doing  his  duty ;  and  that  nothing 
that  could  be  threatened  by  those  whose  measures  had 
brought  this  country  into  so  deplorable  a  situation,  should 
hinder  him  fram  using  his  best  endeavours  to  deliver'it  from 
its  distresses. 

The  first  step  for  this  purpose  was  to  get  out  of  general 
discourses,  and  vague  sentiments,  which,  he  said,  had  been 
one  of  the  main  causes  of  our  present  troubles,  and  to  ap- 
preciate the  value  of  the  several  plans  that  were  or  might 
be  proposed  by  an  exact  detail  of  particulars. 

*  No  Englishman,  except  the  members,  were  admitted  during  this  de- 
bate ;  the  only  strangers  in  the  gallery  were  four  women  of  quality,  and 
a  few  foreigners. — London  Movning  Chronicle. 


He  stated  that  there  were  three  plans  afloat.  First,  sim- 
ple war,  in  order  to  a  perfect  conquest.  Second,  a  mixture 
of  war  and  treaty.  And,  thirdly,  peace  grounded  on  con- 
cession. 

As  to  the  first  plan,  that  of  mere  war,  he  observed,  that 
it  was  proposed  in  two  ways,  the  one  direct  by  conquest, 
the  other  indirect,  by  distress.  In  either  of  these  ways  he 
thought  it  his  duty,  before  he  voted  for  a  war,  to  know  dis- 
tinctly that  the  means  of  carrying  it  on  were  adequate^  to 
the  end.  It  did  not  satisfy  his  conscience  to  say,  that  the 
resources  of  this  nation  were  great ;  he  must  see  them.  That 
before  he  could  trust  to  those  resources  on  the  credit  of 
what  had  been  formerly  done,  he  must  find  the  situation  of 
the  country  to  be  what  it  formeriy  was. 

He  then  examined  what  the  Ministers  had  laid  before  the 
House  as  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  ensuing  campaign. 
That  as  to  the  forces  which  they  had  made  the  House  ex- 
pect from  his  Majesty's  allies,  all  discourse  of  them  had,  for 
some  time,  entirely  subsided;  he  could,  therefore,  take  credit 
for  nothing  more  on  that  account  than  a  handful  of  Hano- 
verians, which  only  answered  the  purpose  of  an  imperfect 
security  to  some  of  our  foreign  garrisons.  That  our  national 
forces  to  be  employed  in  America,  by  the  account  on  the 
table,  amounted  to  no  more  than  twenty-six  thousand  men. 
In  this,  credit  was  taken  for  the  army  now  in  America  at 
full  numbers.  He  could  not  allow  that  estimate ;  as,  sup- 
posing the  reduction  of  the  troops  in  future  to  be  estimated 
by  the  past,  they  must  be  reduced  to  little  or  nothing  by 
the  beginning  of  next  campaign.  That  the  troops  here 
are  only  upon  paper,  and  the  difficulty  of  recruiting  was 
acknowledged.  On  the  whole,  he  saw  reason  to  apprehend 
that  we  should  not  be  very  materially  stronger  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  next  year  than  we  were  at  the  beginning  of  the 
last.  He  said  the  probable  number  of  troops,  whether 
national  or  foreign,  weighed  very  little  in  his  judgment ;  as 
he  thought  the  circumstances  of  the  country  were  such  as 
would  disable  them  from  effecting  anything  like  a  conquest 
of  it. 

That  as  to  the  predatory,  or  war  by  distress,  (on  the  na- 
ture of  which  he  greatly  enlarged.)  he  observed,  that  it 
might  irritate  a  people  in  the  highest  degree ;  but  such,  a 
war  had  never  yet  induced  any  one  people  to  receive  the 
government  of  another.  That  it  was  a  kind  of  war  adapted 
to  distress  an  independent  people,  and  not  to  coerce  dis- 
obedient subjects. 

But  his  great  objection  to  it  was,  that  it  did  not  lead  to 
a  speedy  decision.  The  longer  our  distractions  continued, 
the  greater  chance  there  was  for  the  interference  of  the 
Bourbon  Powers,  which,  in  a  long  protracted  war,  he  con- 
sidered not  only  as  probable  but  in  a  manner  certain.  That 
he  was  very  sure  this  country  was  utterly  incapable  of  carry- 
ing on  a  war  with  ^menca  and  these  Powers  acting  in  con- 
junction. He  entered  into  a  long  and  particular  enumera- 
tion of  all  the  dangers  and  difficulties  which  must  attend 
such  a  war. 

He  stated  the  condition  of  France  at  the  beginning  of  tliis 
century,  and  even  within  a  few  years,  and  compared  it  with 
her  present  situation.  He  observed  that,  from  being  the  first, 
she  was,  with  regard  to  effective  military  power,  only  the 
fifth  State  in  Europe.  That  she  was  fallen  below  her  for- 
mer rank,  solely  from  the  advantages  we  had  obtained  over 
her ;  and  that  if  she  could  humble  us,  she  would  certainly 
recover  her  situation.  There  was  now  an  opportunity  for 
her  making  herself,  with  very  little  hazard  or  difficulty,  the 
first  maritime  Power  in  the  world,  and  to  invest  herself  with 
every  branch  of  trade  necessary  to  secure  her  in  that  pre- 
eminence. He  admitted  that,  at  present,  there  were  cir- 
cumstances (which  he  mentioned)  that  might  prevent  her 
from  availing  hereelf  of  this  opportunity.  But,  he  said,  we 
must  be  mad  to  trust  such  an  interest  as  ours  to  such  a 
chance ;  and  that  they  who  presumptuously  trust  to  the  ex- 
traordinary providence  of  God,  by  acting  without  prudence 
or  foresight,  deserve  to  be  abandoned  by  his  ordinary  protec- 
tion. 

He  then  observed,  that  as  be  saw  no  probability  of  suc- 
cess in  the  detail  of  any  of  the  arrangements  that  were  pro- 
posed, neither  did  he  see  anything  of  authority  to  induce 
him  to  believe  that  they  would  succeed ;  not  one  military 
or  naval  officer  having  given  an  opinion  in  its  favour,  and 
many  of  the  greatest  in  both  services  having  given  their 
opinion  directly  against  it. 
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That  as  no  man  of  military  experience  had  vouched  for 
the  sufficiency  of  the  force,  so  no  man  in  the  Commissariat 
would  answer  for  its  subsistence  from  the  moment  it  left  the 
seacoast ;  that,  therefore,  its  subsistence  and  its  operation 
were  become  incompatible. 

To  the  objection,  that  at  this  rate  the  Americans  might 
always  bring  us  to  unreasonable  terms,  by  the  supposed  im- 
possibility of  reducing  them  by  force,  he  said  he  could  not 
help  the  difficulties  which  arose  from  nature  and  the  con- 
stitution of  things  ;  that  he  could  not  make  America  nearer 
to  us  than  it'  is  ;  or  a  country  of  another  nature  than  what 
God  has  made  it.  That  people  who  cannot  contrive  to 
reconcile  their  quarrels,  must  suffer  the  evils  that  happen  to 
a  divided  nation.  That  he  was  of  opinion  there  was  no 
dishonour  at  all  in  any  kind  of  amicable  adjustment  of  do- 
mestick  quarrels ;  and  he  would  rather  yield  a  hundred 
points,  when  it  was  Englishmen  who  gave  and  received, 
than  a  single  point  to  a  foreign  nation ;  and  we  were  in 
such  circumstances  that  we  must  yield  to  either  one  or  the 
other. 

After  an  examination  of  the  merits  of  the  first  plan,  that 
of  reducing  the  Colonies  to  obedience  by  simple  war,  in 
order  to  a  perfect  conquest,  he  entered  into  a  discussion  of 
the  second,  namely,  that  of  the  mixture  of  war  and  treaty. 

Among  the  great  and  manifest  diversity  of  sentiments 
which  prevailed  on  the  Treasury  bench,  he  thought  he  could 
discern  that  this  plan  had  been  the  most  generally  adopted 
by  Ministers,  or  those  who  acted  as  such.  That  no  light, 
however,  had  been  let  in  upon  the  particulars  of  the  scheme, 
except  in  the  speech  from  the  Throne.  It  was,  indeed, 
very  little,  and  that  little  very  fallacious.  One  would  be 
inclined  to  think  from  that  speech,  that  nothing  had  re- 
tarded the  restoration  of  peace  but  a  doubt  whether  those 
in  arms  might,  upon  laying  them  down,  obtain  a  speedy 
pardon.  However,  the  fact  was,  no  pardon  had  been  ever 
applied  for.  If  nothing  had  been  wanting  to  conclude  the 
peace  but  such  a  power,  the  Commander-in-Chief  might  be 
authorized  to  hold  out  mercy  to  all  those  who  should  submit ; 
and  then  there  would  be  no  need  of  the  laborious,  expensive, 
uncertain,  and  dilatory  process  of  a  Commission. 

It  was  impossible  to  pass  by  the  vSry  exceptionable  man- 
ner in  which  this  power  of  pardoning  was  to  be  delegated : 
"They  shall  have  authority  (says  the  speech  from  the 
Throne)  to  grant  general  or  particular  pardons  or  indemni- 
ties, in  such  manner  and  to  such  persons  as  they  shall  think 
fit."  A  shocking,  arbitrary  power,  not  to  be  trusted  to  any 
persons,  giving  encouragement  to  dangerous  partialities,  and 
tending  rather  to  distract  than  to  quiet  the  country.  That 
the  rule  of  pardon,  when  delegated  to  subjects,  ought  not 
to  be  their  pleasure  or  displeasure,  but  the  compliance  or 
non-compliance  of  the  guilty  with  certain  fixed  conditions. 
That  some  such  discretionary  power  as  that  mentioned  in  the 
speech  seemed  to  be  given  already,  and  to  have  produced 
the  mischiefs  which  might  be  expected  from  it ;  for  that  Ge- 
neral Gage  had  already,  whether  by  himself  or  by  order  from 
Ministers,  made  a  very  indiscreet  use  of  it,  by  offering  mercy 
to  those  who  were  openly  in  arms  and  actually  besieging  him 
in  his  station,  and  excluding  from  mercy  those  who  were  five 
hundred  miles  from  him,  and  then  sitting  in  an  assembly 
never  declared  by  authority  to  be  illegal ;  an  assembly  from 
which  the  Ministers  in  the  House  of  Commons  had  at  one 
time  declared  they  were  not  without  hopes  of  proposals 
which  might  lead  to  accommodation.  On  this  part  of  the 
speech  from  the  Throne  he  animadverted  with  great  seve- 
rity. 

He  said  he  understood,  that  instead  of  the  Americans 
waiting  for  pardons,  they  were  to  be  persuaded  by  negotia- 
tion to  accept  them.  Therefore  it  would  be  necessary  to 
examine  what  body  of  men  it  was  that  Administration  pro- 
posed to  negotiate  with,  and  what  the  objects  of  the  negoti- 
ation were  to  be. 

That  if  he  did  not  mistake  the  discourses  of  Ministers, 
they  did  not  now  propose  to  negotiate  with  the  present,  or 
with  any  other  General  Congress  or  meeting,  but  with  the 
several  Assemblies  distinctly.  In  this  scheme,  he  said,  they 
knew  that  they  could  not  succeed  ;  because  there  was  one 
principal  Province,  that  of  Massachitsetts-Bay,  whose  As- 
sembly, under  their  charter,  was  destroyed  by  act  of  Pariia- 
ment.  That  no  Assembly  would  sit  in  that  Province  under 
the  new  Constitution,  because,  if  it  should,  the  inhabitants 
must,  as  a  preliminary,  yield  the  principal  object  for  which 


they  had  taken  up  arms,  and  thus  turn  the  negotiation 
against  themselves,  even  before  it  should  be  opened.  That 
this  Province  was  the  actual  seat  of  war,  as  its  sufferings 
had  been  the  cause  of  the  war  itself.  Treaty  must,  there- 
fore, stumble  upon  the  threshold. 

That  besides  this  objection,  (which  was  fundamental,)  a 
negotiation  with  so  many  Provinces,  of  such  different  Consti- 
tutions, tempers,  and  opinions,  never  could  come  to  an  end. 
In  the  meantime  our  hostile  operations,  with  their  whole  train 
of  disasters,  accidents,  and  ruinous  expenses,  would  be  con- 
tinued, to  the  destruction  of  this  country  and  of  that.  That 
the  hope  of  dividing  the  Colonies,  on  which  this  part  of  the 
plan  was  founded,  and  which  was  even  avowed  as  a  reason 
for  adopting  it,  would  be  the  most  unfortunate  thing  that 
could  happen ;  as  it  would  protract  the  war,  and  complicate 
its  horrors  and  miseries,  without  a  possibility  of  ending  it.  It 
was,  he  said,  a  vain  imagination,  that  any  of  the  Colonies 
would  take  up  arms  in  favour  of  Ministry  for  the  execution 
of  any  of  their  plans ;  and  that  a  part  of  the  Colonies  was 
sufficient  at  least  to  keep  this  war  alive  until  the  interference 
of  foreign  Powers  should  render  it  utterly  destructive. 

That  with  regard  to  the  objects  of  the  treaty,  there  must 
be  concessions  on  the  side  of  the  Colonies,  or  upon  ours, 
or  upon  both.  That  upon  their  side  they  must  be  either 
speculative  recognitions  of  rights  upon  as  large  a  scale  as  we 
had  claimed  them,  and  this  it  was  absolutely  certain  they 
never  would  submit  to ;  or  upon  a  lesser,  excluding  taxation 
and  its  consequences,  and  this  they  had  submitted  to  already ; 
so  that  there  seemed  to  be  no  object  of  the  speculative  kind, 
which  made  it  necessary  to  postpone  peace  by  a  protracted 
negotiation. 

That  the  other  object  of  treaty  might  be  a  practical  re- 
cognition of  our  right  of  taxing  for  a  revenue;  that  this 
revenue  was  to  be  either  nominal  or  beneficial ;  if  only  no- 
minal, it  amounted  to  nothing  more  than  that  speculative 
acknowledgment  of  right,  which  we  knew  they  would  for- 
ever refuse  to  make.  If  beneficial  and  productive,  it  was 
to  be  either  by  submitting  to  Ijord  North's  proposition, 
namely,  that  of  forcing  them  to  furnish  a  contingent,  by 
authority  of  Parliament ;  or,  according  to  their  ancient  mode, 
by  a  voluntary  grant  of  their  own  Assemblies. 

If  the  former,  we  know,  said  he,  they  have  already  re- 
jected that  proposition,  and  never  can  submit  to  it,  without 
abandoning  that  point  for  the  maintenance  of  which  they 
have  risked  their  all.  If  it  only  requires  that  they  should 
resort  to  their  ancient  mode  of  granting  by  their  Assemblies, 
they  have  declared  again  and  again,  from  the  beginning  of 
this  contest  to  the  end,  that  they  were  willing  to  contribute 
according  to  their  ability,  as  estimated  by  themselves,  who 
were  the  best  judges  of  what  their  ability  was.  That  ability 
would  be  lessened,  if  not  totally  destroyed,  by  the  continu- 
ance of  those  troubles.  This  armed  negotiation  for  taxes 
would,  therefore,  inevitably  defeat  its  own  purposes ;  and 
prevent  for  ever  the  possibility  of  raising  any  revenue,  either 
by  our  authority,  or  by  that  of  their  own  Assemblies. 

That  if  the  Ministers  treated  for  a  revenue,  or  for  any 
other  purpose,  they  had  but  two  securities  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  terms  :  either  the  same  force  which  compelled 
these  terms ;  or  the  honour,  sincerity,  and  good  inclination 
of  the  people.  If  they  could  trust  the  people  to  keep  the 
terms  without  force,  they  might  trust  them  to  make  them 
without  force.  If  nothing  but  force  could  hold  them,  and 
they  meant  nothing  but  independency,  as  the  speech  from 
the  Throne  asserted,  then  the  House  was  to  consider  how  a 
standing  army  of  twenty-six  thousand  men,  and  seventy 
ships-of-war,  could  be  constantly  kept  up  in  America.  A 
people  meaning  independency  will  not  mean  it  the  less,  be- 
cause they  have,  to  avoid  a  present  inconvenience,  submitted 
to  treaty.  That  after  all  our  struggles,  our  hold  on  America 
is,  and  must  be,  her  good  inclination.  If  this  fails,  all  fails ; 
and  we  had  better  trust  to  the  honesty  of  the  Colonies, 
before  we  had  ruined  ourselves,  than  after ;  before  we  had 
irritated  them,  than  after  we  had  alienated  their  affections 
for  ever. 

That  the  troops  sent  for  the  purposeof  forwarding,  would 
certainly  impede  the  negotiation.  That  it  was  impossible 
the  Provincials  Could  be  mad  enough  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
whilst  a  great  adverse  military  power  remained  in  their  coun- 
try, without  any  assurance  whatsoever  of  their  obtaining  any 
one  of  the  points  for  which  they  had  contended.  This  would 
not  be  to  negotiate,  but  to  surrender  at  discretion.     All  the 
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grievances  they  had  complained  of  were  contained  in  acts 
of  Parhament.  Lord  North  had  declared  very  truly,  that 
nobody  could  have  power  to  negotiate  for  the  repeal  of  an 
act  of  Parliament. 

But  if  the  Colonies  should  incline  to  put  any  confidence 
in  the  certain  influence  of  Ministry  over  Parliament,  even 
that  srand  confidence  must  fail  them  ;  as  they  cannot  tell 
whether  the  same  Ministei-s  will  continue  in  power ;  and  that 
even  at  this  very  time,  no  two  persons  upon  the  Treasury 
bench  were  of  the  same  opinion,  on  the  conduct  to  be  held 
towards  America.  Which  of  those  opinions  would  finally 
prevail,  no  man  living  could  divine.  That  this  uncertainty 
might  continue  the  armed  negotiation  for  several  years,  to 
the  utter  ruin  of  both  countries. 

He  gave  many  other  equally  strong  reasons  against  the 
scheme ;  and  concluded  this  part  of  his  speech  by  observ- 
ing, that  although  the  mixed  plan  of  war  and  negotiation 
could  answer  no  good  end  in  future,  it  might  have  a  retro- 
spective operation,  to  justify  the  Ministers  in  the  use  of  their 
forcible  proceedings.  For  force  and  concession  going  out 
together,  if  peace  should  be  the  result,  Ministei-s  would  at- 
tribute the  success,  not  to  the  concession,  but  to  the  force. 
So  that  all  this  delay,  bloodshed  and  expense,  was  incurred 
merely  to  furnish  Ministers  with  an  excuse  in  debate. 

After  going  through  the  two  first  plans,  he  spoke  to  the 
third,  (his  own,)  that  of  a  concession  previous  to  treaty. 

He  observed,  that  as  he  put  no  great  trust  in  any  negotia- 
tion, and  none  at  all  in  an  armed  negotiation,  his  idea  was, 
to  have  very  little  treaty,  and  that  little  as  short  as  possible. 
The  House  was  therefore  at  that  time  to  judge,  whether  it 
was  necessary  to  make  any  concession  to  the  Colonies :  if  it 
should  appear  to  them  that  such  concession  was  necessary, 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  they  ought  to  make  it  imme- 
diately, and  of  their  own  free  grace.  This  he  thought  of 
more  dignity  with  regard  to  themselves,  and  of  much  more 
efficacy  with  regard  to  the  quiet  of  the  Colonies,  than  the 
concession  upon  treaty  which  had  been  proposed. 

He  said,  that  the  first  ground  of  treaty  must  be  confidence  ; 
and  that  the  Colonies  never  could  confide  for  the  efiect  of 
any  concession,  (as  he  had  shown  in  examining  the  foregoing 
plan)  in  a  less  assurance  than  that  of  Parliament  itself. 

He  then  showed,  by  a  variety  of  instances,  collected  from 
the  publick  proceedings  during  the  last  ten  yeare,  how  ne- 
cessary it  was  that  Government  should  be  aided  by  Parlia- 
ment in  re-establishing  that  confidence  which  had  been 
shaken  by  those  proceedings,  and  that  some  firm  ground 
should  be  laid  as  foundation  for  future  peace. 

He  was  of  opinion,  that  this  foundation  of  confidence  was 
become  the  more  necessary,  from  the  constitution  of  the 
present  Ministry.  That  in  no  time  or  country,  or  under  any 
form  of  Government,  was  the  power  of  Ministers  suffered  to 
survive  the  success  of  their  counsels,  or  the  same  men  per- 
mitted to  inflame  a  dependant  people  to  arms,  and  then  to 
appease  them  by  concessions.  That  the  Duke  of  Alva 
would  be  a  strange  Plenipotentiary  to  have  sent,  for  making 
the  concessions  which  King  Philip  H  proposed  to  the  Ae- 
therlands.  In  concession,  the  credit  of  a  State  is  saved  by 
the  disgrace  of  a  Minister ;  because  it  is  his  counsel  alone 
that  is  discredited.  But  when  the  same  Ministers  do  and 
undo,  in  consequence  of  the  resistance  they  meet,  it  is  the 
nation  itself  that  submits.  Besides,  he  alleged  that  all  treaty 
is  more  easy,  and  fewer  concessions  are  required  by  all  men, 
when  they  have  a  confidence  in  those  they  treat  with. 

He  was  convinced,  that  the  mere  removal  of  the  offensive 
acts  would  have  given  satisfaction  in  former  times,  and  from 
amicable  hands.  But  now  things  are  on  another  footint; ; 
and  if  more  concession  is  required,  it  is  because  injudicious 
coercion  has  made  it  necessary.  That  he  had  always  wished 
to  preserve  the  legislative  power  of  this  kingdom  entire  in 
everything ;  and  that  it  was  with  great  grief  he  saw  that 
.even  an  odious  and  scarcely  ever  to  be  exercised  part  of  it, 
was  to  be  abandoned.  But  when  the  maxims  of  publick 
counsels  are  not  steady,  it  is  necessary  that  laws  should  sup- 
ply the  want  of  prudence.  That  it  was  thus,  and  for  this 
reason,  that  limits  had  been  set  to  absolute  power  in  all 
countries ;  and  that  power  (though  not  absolute)  had  been 
preserved,  not  destroyed  by  such  limitations. 

That  we  are  now  in  a  quarrel ;  and  in  putting  an  end  to 
any  quarrel,  it  is  necessary  to  look  to  its  origin ;  that  the 
origin  of  this  present  difference  had  evidently  been  upon 
the  subject  of  taxation.     That  an  arrangement  of  this  ques- 


tion, either  by  enforcement  or  concession,  was  a  preliminary 
essential  to  peace.  That  the  House  ought  to  estimate  the 
full  value  of  the  object  to  be  conceded,  before  they  agree  to 
give  it  up.  If  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  taxation  of 
America  could  repay  them  their  expanses,  or  compensate 
their  risks,  they  ought  to  pursue  it.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  evident  beyond  all  contradiction,  and  so  evident  as  to 
enforce  reiterated  acknowledgments,  that  they  never  could 
enjoy  a  moment's  quiet  as  long  as  that  matter  of  contention 
continued — it  was  then  altogether  as  essential  to  the  preser- 
vation of  their  own  authority  in  all  other  points,  as  to  the 
liberty  of  America  and  quiet  of  the  whole  empire,  to  give  it 
up,  with  such  limitations  in  the  concessions,  as  the  rights  of 
sovereignty  required. 

That  tlie  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  were  not  the  re- 
presentative, but  (as  Lord  John  Cavendish  had  said,  some 
days  before,  with  great  truth  and  propriety)  the  sovereign 
of  America.  That  the  sovereignty  was  not  in  its  nature  an 
abstract  idea  of  unity,  but  was  capable  of  great  complexity 
and  infinite  modifications,  according  to  the  temper  of  those 
who  are  to  be  governed,  and  to  the  circumstances  of  things  ; 
which  being  infinitely  diversified,  Government  ought  to  be 
adapted  to  them,  and  to  conform  itself  to  the  nature  of 
things,  and  not  to  endeavour  to  force  them.  That  although 
taxation  was  inherent  in  the  supreme  power  of  society,  taken 
as  an  aggregate,  it  did  not  follow  that  it  must  reside  in  any 
particular  power  in  that  society.  That  in  the  society  of 
England,  for  instance,  the  King  is  the  Sovereign ;  but  the 
power  of  the  purse  is  not  in  his  hands ;  and  this  does  not 
derogate  from  his  power  in  those  things  in  which  our  Con- 
stitution has  attributed  power  to  him.  If  Parliament  be  the 
sovereign  power  of  America,  Parliament  may,  by  its  own 
act,  for  wise  purposes,  put  the  local  power  of  the  purse  into 
other  hands  than  its  own,  without  disclaiming  its  just  prero- 
gative in  other  particulars. 

That  formerly,  whatever  this  right  might  be  to  it,  the 
Kings  of  England  were  in  the  practice  of  levying  taxes  by 
their  own  authority  upon  the  people  of  England;  they 
contended  that  the  Crown,  being  charged  with  the  publick 
defence,  must  be  furnished  also  with  the  means  of  providing 
for  it.  That  it  would  be  absurd  to  commit  a  trust  into  the 
hands  of  one  person,  and  to  leave  the  power  of  executing  it 
to  depend  upon  the  will  of  another.  They  therefore  held, 
that  this  power  was  inseparable  from  the  Crown ;  and  in 
general  they  made  use  of  the  very  arguments  in  favour  of 
the  King's  indefeasible  right  to  tax  the  people  of  England, 
that  are  now  used  by  the  Parliament  oi  England  to  tax  the 
people  of  America.  Notwithstanding  all  these  arguments, 
one  of  the  greatest  of  our  Kings,  by  an  express  and  positive 
act,  cut  off  from  the  sovereign  power  this  right  of  taxing. 

This  act,  which  has  been  the  foundation  of  the  unity  and 
happiness  of  England  since  that  time ;  that  is,  the  statute 
34  Edward  I,  called  Statutum  de  tallagio  non  conce- 
dendo,  Mr.  Burke  made  his  pattern  ;  and  from  thence 
(if  his  plan  should  be  adopted)  he  hoped  the  same  good 
effects  in  future.  That  this  pattern  statute  was  absolutely 
silent  about  the  right,  but  confined  itself  to  giving  satisfac- 
tion in  future  ;  and  that  it  laid  down  no  general  principles 
which  might  tend  to  affect  the  Royal  prerogative  in  other 
particulars.  That,  in  all  human  probability,  the  preservation 
of  the  other  branches  of  the  prerogative  was  owing  to  the 
clear  and  absolute  surrender  of  this. 

He  then  moved  that  the  first,  fourth,  and  fifth  chapters 
of  the  statute  De  tallagio  non  concedendo  might  be  read  ; 
which  being  done,  he  observed,  that  this  statute  consisted 
of  three  capital  parts:  a  renunciation  of  taxing, — a  repeal 
of  all  statutes  which  had  been  made  upon  a  contrary  princi- 
ple,— and  a  general  pardon.  He  then  read  his  own  bill, 
and  showed  its  conformity  to  the  spirit  of  that  act,  supposing 
Great  Britain  to  stand  in  the  place  of  the  sovereign,  and 
America  in  that  of  the  subject.  That  the  circumstances 
are  not  indeed  in  every  respect  exactly  parallel,  but  that 
they  are  sufficiently  so  to  justify  his  following  an  example 
that  gave  satisfaction  and  security  on  the  subject  of  taxes, 
and  left  all  other  rights  and  powers  whatsoever  exactly  upon 
the  bottom  on  which  they  stood  before  tliat  arrangement  had 
been  made. 

He  then  gave  his  reasons  for  not  adopting  the  methods 
which  (though  not  proposed  in  the  House)  had  been  fre- 
quently suggested  in  conversation,  by  several  friends  and 
well-wishers  to  America. 
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And  first,  he  mentioned  the  proposal  for  repealing  the 
Declaratory  Act  of  1766.  On  this  occasion  he  entered  into 
the  history  of  that  act,  the  reasons  for  making  of  it,  and 
the  perfect  acquiescence  of  the  Colonies  under  it,  until,  by 
the  renewal  of  the  scheme  of  actual  taxation,  their  appre- 
hensions were  roused,  and  they  were  taught  to  look  willi 
suspicion  and  terrour  upon  the  unlimited  powers  of  the  Bri- 
tish Legislature.  Tiiat  the  repeal  of  a  Declaratory  Act 
was  a  thing  impossible ;  for  it  was  nothing  less  than  to  make 
the  Legislature  accuse  itself  of  uttering  propositions  that 
were  false,  and  making  claims  that  were  groundless.  That 
the  disgrace  of  an  English  Parliament  could  add  nothing 
to  the  security  of  American  liberty  ;  that,  on  the  contrary, 
our  inconstancy  would  become  a  bad  ground  of  trust.  That 
the  Declaratory  Act  had  been  misrepresented,  as  if  it  had 
been  the  cause  of  the  taxation  ;  whereas  the  grand  scheme  of 
taxation  had  preceded  the  Declaratory  Act,  and  not  been 
the  consequence  of  it.  That  the  act  has  said  nothing  in 
particular  of  taxation,  but  is  an  affirmation  of  the  univei-sa- 
lity  of  the  legislative  power  of  Great  Britain  over  the  Co- 
lonies. That  if  this  act  were  repealed,  it  would  be  a  denial 
of  legislative  power,  as  extensive  as  the  affirmation  of  it  in 
the  act  so  repealed.  That  he  was  averee  to  doing  any- 
thing upon  speculations  of  right ;  because,  when  Parliament 
made  a  positive  concession,  the  bounds  of  it  were  clear  and 
precise  ;  but  when  they  made  a  concession  founded  in 
theory  and  abstract  principles,  the  consequences  of  those 
principles  were  things  out  of  the  power  of  any  Legislature  to 
limit.  That  this  bill  gave  as  effectual  a  security  against 
future  taxation  as  any  declaration  of  right  could  possibly  do  ; 
and  that  it  put  American  liberty,  in  that  point,  upon  just  as 
good  a  footing  as  English  liberty  itself. 

He  next  considered  the  proposition  for  repealing  all  the 
acts  since  1763.  This  he  showed  to  be  impossible,  with- 
out ruining  the  whole  system  of  the  trade  laws,  and  some  of 
those  laws  also  which  are  extremely  beneficial  to  America. 
That  all  the  laws  which  leaned  upon  the  Colonies,  and 
were  the  cause  or  consequence  of  the  quarrel,  were  to  be 
repealed  in  this  bill,  which  made  provision  likewise  for  au- 
thorizing such  a  negotiation  as  might  tend  to  the  settlement 
of  all  those  lesser  matters  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  the 
parties.  That  the  Congress  did  not  require  this  sweeping 
repeal  as  a  preliminary  to  peace ;  but  that  even  if  it  had, 
he  was  for  treating  of  peace  with  and  making  concession  to 
the  Colonies,  and  not  receiving  laws  from  them.  That  he 
did  not  conceive  that  when  men  come  to  treat  of  peace 
they  must,  of  course,  persevere  in  demanding  everything 
which  they  claimed  in  the  height  of  the  quarrel.  That  the 
cause  of  quarrel  was  taxation  ;  that  being  removed,  the 
rest  would  not  be  difficult ;  for  he  denied  that  the  desire 
of  absolute  independency  was,  or  could  be,  general  in  the 
Colonies.  It  was  so  contrary  to  their  clearest  interests, 
provided  their  liberties  were  preserved,  that,  so  far  from  dis- 
beUeving  tiiem  when  they  denied  such  a  design,  he  could 
scarcely  credit  them  if  they  should  assert  it.  He  then  stated 
five  or  six  capital  facts,  to  prove  that  independency  neither 
was  or  could  be  their  object. 

He  said,  he  was  confident,  both  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing,  and  from  information  which  did  not  use  to  fail  him, 
that  this  bill  would  restore  immediate  peace,  and  as  much 
obedience  as  could  be  expected  after  so  rude  a  shock  had 
been  given  to  Government,  and  after  so  long  a  continuance 
of  publick  disturbances.  That  in  this  bill  a  basis  was  laid 
for  such  satisfaction  in  the  minds  of  all  sober  people  in  Ame- 
rica as  would  enable  Government  to  fix  and  settle,  if  com- 
mon prudence  were  employed  in  its  future  construction  and 
management.  That  in  the  first  operation  it  would  be  the  true 
means  of  dividing  America.  Not  the  dangerous  and  fallacious 
method  of  dividing  which  had  been  proposed,  and  from 
which  nothing  but  confusion  could  grow ;  not  the  division 
of  Province  from  Province,  or  the  rich  from  the  poor,  or 
the  landed  from  the  trading  interest ;  but  the  division  of  the 
peaceable  from  the  factious,  the  quiet  from  the  ambitious, 
the  friends  to  the  unity  of  the  empire  from  the  projectors  of 
independence.  That  this  would  put  the  standard  of  Ame- 
rican liberty  into  the  hands  of  the  Iriends  to  British  govern- 
ment ;  and  when  this  was  done,  there  was  no  doubt  but 
that  a  sense  of  interest,  natural  affection,  the  dread  of  the 
horrore  of  war,  and  even  the  love  of  freedom  itself,  (better 
secured  by  such  an  act  than  by  any  schemes  of  hazardous 
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speculation,)  would  leave  the  really  factious  very  few  follow- 
ers or  companions. 

He  then  strongly  urged  the  necessity  of  granting  peace 
to  our  Colonies  on  terms  of  freedom  ;  dilated  largely  on  the 
uncertainty  (to  say  no  worse)  of  obtaining  it  upon  any  odier ; 
and  the  utter  impossibility  of  preserving  it  in  future,  without 
setting  the  minds  of  the  people  at  rest.  He  dwelt  largely 
on  the  mischiefs  which  we  must  suffer  by  the  continuance 
of  this  quarrel.  He  rested  little  on  ijie  consideration  of  trade 
and  revenue ;  he  put  that  out  of  the  question,  as  a  matter 
that  would  require  a  large  discussion  by  itself;  but  chiefly 
aimed  at  showing  that,  in  the  progress  of  this  business,  new 
powers  must  be  daily  added  to  the  Crown  ;  so  that  in  seek- 
ing to  destroy  the  freedom  of  othere,  we  may  fail  to  obtain 
what  we  pursue,  and  in  the  pursuit  may  lose  our  own  liber- 
ty. On  this  head  he  dwelt  very  largely,  and  concluded  the 
whole  with  a  waim  and  earnest  address  to  the  consciences 
of  the  members,  and  an  exhortation  not  to  trust  to  general 
good  intention,  and  to  an  opinion  that  what  they  were  doing 
was  for  the  support  of  Government,  when  it  was  far  from 
evident  that,  under  the  name  of  Government,  it  was  not  the 
ambition,  the  interest,  the  ignorance  and  obstinacy  of  parti- 
cular men  that  they  were  supporting  ;  that  they  were  bound 
not  to  give  confidence  where  rational  grounds  of  confidence 
did  not  appear ;  and  that  anarchy  instead  of  government, 
and  civil  confusion  instead  of  peace  and  obedience,  would 
be  the  consequence  of  an  encouragement  given  by  that 
House  to  a  blind  perseverance  in  measures  which  were  not 
conceived  with  wisdom,  or  conducted  with  ability. 

He  moved,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
composing  the  present  troubles,  and  for  quieting  the  minds 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  America." 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Bill. 
"  Whereas,  by  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  and  the  b- 
dustry,  enterprise,  and  courage,  of  several  of  the  people  of 
this  realm,  extensive  and  valuable  territories  have  been  ac- 
quired in  America  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  which 
are  now  inhabited  by  great  multitudes  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, who  have  cultivated  and  improved  the  same  for  the 
most  part  at  their  own  charges,  to  the  great  increase  of  the 
commerce  and  naval  strength  of  this  kingdom,  and  have  also, 
of  their  own  free  gift,  made  provision  for  the  support  of  the 
civil  Government  within  their  said  plantations,  have  main- 
tained many  expensive  wars  against  the  Indian  nations,  and 
have,  at  sundry  times,  granted  large  sums  of  money,  and 
other  very  considerable  aids  to  his  Majesty  and  his  royal 
predecessors,  to  support  them  against  the  enemies  of  this 
kingdom  ;  notwithstanding  which,  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
Colonies  have  been  made  liable  to  several  taxes  given  and 
granted  in  Parliament,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue, 
when  they  have  had  no  Knights  or  Burgesses,  or  others  of 
their  own  choosing,  to  represent  them  in  Parliament ;  and 
from  the  great  distance  of  the  said  Colonies  from  this  land, 
and  other  impediments,  are  not  able  conveniently  to  send 
Representatives  to  the  said  Parliament,  whereby  the  said  in- 
habitants of  the  British  Colonies  have  conceived  themselves 
to  be  much  aggrieved,  and  thereby  great  troubles  have  arisen, 
and  are  likely  to  continue,  if  a  fitting  remedy  be  not  pro- 
vided: Wherefore,  we  pray  your  Majesty  that  it  may  be 
enacted  and  declared,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared, 
by,  Sic,  &.C.,  &.C., 

"  That  no  aid,  subsidy,  tax,  duty,  loan,  benevolence,  or 
any  other  burden  or  imposition  whatsoever,  shall  be  grant- 
ed, laid,  assessed,  levied,  or  collected,  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  any  Colony  or  Plantation  in  America,  by  the  authority, 
or  in  virtue  of  any  act  of  Parliament,  or  in  any  odier  man- 
ner, or  by  any  other  authority,  than  the  voluntary  grant  of 
the  General  Assembly,  or  General  Court  of  each  Colony  or 
Plantation,  and  which  shall  be  assented  to  by  his  Majesty's 
Governour,  and  otherwise  confirmed  according  to  the  usage 
of  each  Province  respectively,  any  law,  statute,  custom, 
right,  prerogative,  or  any  other  matter  whatsoever,  to  die 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Saving  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs 
and  successors,  his  right  of  reserving  and  collecting  quit- 
rents,  and  other  his  ancient  dues  and  revenues,  and  all  other 
duties  and  taxes  by  this  act  not  repealed,  and  saving  and 
reservin<T  to  all  proprietors  and  charter-companies  their  an- 
cient rights,  privileges,  and  possessions. 

"Provided,  always.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend, 
or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  restrain  the  future  imposition 
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and  levy  of  duties  and  taxes  for  the  regulation  of  trade  and 
commerce  in  all  the  dominions  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of 
this  realm  belonging. 

"  And,  in  order  to  remove  all  doubt  and  uneasiness  from 
the  minds  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  Colonies,  it  is 
hereby  further  enacted,  that  if  any  act  of  Parliament  shall 
be  hereafter  made  for  the  purpose  of  such  regulation  or  trade, 
the  produce  of  tlie  duties  thereby  laid  shall  be  held  by  the 
collectors,  or  receivers  of  his  Majesty's  Customs,  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  General  Assemblies,  as  if  the  same  had  been 
levied  by  the  authority  of  the  several  General  Assemblies  in 
the  said  Colonies. 

"  And  whereas,  during  these  troubles,  the  Assemblies,  or 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Colonies,  have  formed  a  general  meet- 
ino',  which  said  meeting  was  not  authorized  by  law  to  make 
any  order  or  resolution,  or  to  do  any  other  act  of  force,  to 
bind  his  Majesty's  subjects:  And  whereas  it  may  be  neces- 
sary that  the  said  Colonies  should  have  authority  to  do  cer- 
tain acts  by  common  consent,  which  should  include  the 
whole  body  of  the  said  Colonies  : 

"Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  to  give  authority 
to  his  Governours  in  America,  to  require  the  said  several 
Assemblies  to  send  deputies  to  a  general  meeting,  with  full 
]X)wers  to  bind  their  said  several  Provinces  to  all  acts  done 
by  a  majority  of  voices  in  the  said  general  meeting,  which 
meeting,  and  the  powers  thereof,  shall  cease  and  determine 
on if  not  further  continued  by  Parliament. 

"  And  whereas,  in  consequence  of  the  late  troubles,  seve- 
ral acts  of  Pariiament  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of 
coercing  and  restraining  the  Colonies,  of  which  an  advan- 
tage has  been  taken  to  represent  the  same,  as  if  a  design 
had  been  formed  to  deprive  the  people  of  the  said  Colonies 
of  several  rights,  benefits,  and  advantages  of  nature,  and  of 
the  British  Constitution,  which  hath  greatly  increased  the 
discontents  of  the  Colonies,  and  fomented  the  troubles  in 
America :  In  order,  therefore,  to  quiet  the  minds  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  in  America,  and  to  reclaim  the  disobe- 
dient by  that  lenity  which  ought  to  have  the  strongest 
operation  on  the  minds  of  free  subjects,  Be  it  enacted,  That 
an  act  made  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  in- 
tituled "  An  Act  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the  British 
Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America,  for  allowing  a  draw- 
back of  the  duties  of  customs  upon  the  exportation  from  this 
kingdom  of  coffee  and  cocoa-nuts,  of  the  produce  of  the 
said  Colonies  or  Plantations ;  for  discontinuing  the  draw- 
backs payable  on  China  earthenware  exported  to  Ameri- 
ca;  and  for  more  effectually  preventing  the  clandestine 
running  of  goods  in  said  Colonies  and  Plantations;"  also, 
one  other  act,  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  present  Majesty,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  discontinue  in 
such  manner,  and  for  such  time,  as  are  therein  mentioned, 
the  landing  and  discharging,  lading  or  shipping,  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  at  the  Town,  and  within  the  Har- 
bour of  Boston,  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in 
North-America ;"  also  one  other  act,  made  in  the  fourteenth 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  the  im- 
partial administration  of  justice  in  cases  of  persons  question- 
ed for  any  acts  done  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the  law, 
or  for  the  suppression  of  riots  dnd  tumults  in  the  Province 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  New-England ;"  also,  one  other 
act,  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present 
Majesty,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  the 
government  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  in 
Nev)- England,"  be  hereby  severally  and  respectively  re- 
pealed. 

"  And  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  taking  into  his 
gracious  consideration  the  great  troubles,  discords,  and  wars, 
that  have  of  late  been  in  some  of  his  Majesty's  Colonies  in 
America,  and  that  divers  of  his  subjects  are,  by  occasion 
thereof,  and  otherwise,  fallen  into,  and  become  obnoxious  to 
great  pains  and  penalties, — out  of  a  hearty  and  pious  desire 
to  put  an  end  to  all  suits  and  controversies,  that  by  occasion 
of  the  late  distractions  in  America  have  arisen,  or  may  arise, 
between  his  subjects  ;  and  to  the  intent,  that  no  crime  what- 
soever, committed  against  his  Majesty,  shall  hereafter  rise 
in  judgment,  or  be  brought  in  question,  against  any  of  them, 
to  the  least  endamagement  of  them,  either  in  their  lives, 
liberties,  or  estates,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  their  reputations ; 
and  to  bury  all  seeds  of  future  discords  and  remembrance  of 


the  former,  as  well  in  his  own  breast,  as  in  the  breasts  of 
his  subjects,  one  towards  another;  is  graciously  pleased, 
that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted,  &,c.,  he, 

"  That  all,  and  all  manner  of  treasons,  misprisions  of  trea- 
sons, murders,  felonies,  offences,  crimes,  contempts,  and  mis- 
demeanors, counselled,  commanded,  acted,  or  done,  since 
the  .  .  .  .  ,  by  any  person  or  j)ersons  in  America,  before 

the by  virtue  or  colour  of  any  command,  (xiwer, 

authority,  commission,  warrant,  or  instruction,  from  his  Ma- 
jesty, or  from  any  other  person  or  persons,  deriving  or  pre- 
tending to  derive  authority,  mediately  or  immediately,  from 
his  Majesty,  or  of  or  from  any  Assembly,  Council,  General 
Court,  Convention,  Congress,  or  Meeting,  in  any  of  his 
Majesty's  Colonies  in  America,  called  or  reputed,  or  taking 
on  them  the  name  of  the  Assembly,  Council,  or  General 
Court,  of  any  of  his  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America,  or  of  a 
General  Congress,  or  Provincial  Congress,  or  any  other 
name  or  style  whatsoever,  or  by  virtue  or  colour  of  any 
writ,  commission,  or  instruction  of  or  from  any  person  or 
persons  reputed,  or  taken  to  be,  or  claiming  or  exercising 
the  power  of  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental  Ar- 
my in  America,  or  of  any  Provincial  Army,  or  commander 
of  any  army,  or  body  of  troops,  whatsoever,  within  any  of 
his  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America,  by  sea  or  land,  or  of  any 
Magistrate  or  officer,  within  any  of  the  said  Colonies,  or  by 
any  pretence,  warrant,  or  command,  whatsoever,  from  them, 
or  any  of  them,  or  their,  or  any  of  their  respective  Council 
or  Councils,  or  any  member  of  such  Council  or  Councils,  or 
from  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  deriving,  or  pre- 
tending to  derive  authority  from  them,  or  any  of  them,  be 
pardoned,  released,  indemnified,  discharged,  and  put  in  utter 
oblivion. 

"  And  that  all  and  every  the  person  and  pereons,  acting, 
advising,  assisting,  abetting,  and  counselling  the  same,  they, 
their  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  be,  and  are  hereby 
pardoned,  released,  acquitted,  indenmified,  and  discharged 
from  the  same ;  and  of  and  from  all  pains  of  death,  and 
other  pains,  judgments,  indictments,  infornjations,  convic- 
tions, attainders,  outlawries,  penalties,  escheats,  and  forfeit- 
ures, and  every  of  them,  and  all  grants  thereupon  made, 
and  all  estates  derived  under  the  same,  be,  and  are  hereby 
declared  and  enacted  to  be,  from  henceforth  null  and  void ; 
extinguishing  all  actions,  suits,  demands,  and  prosecutions, 
civil  or  criminal,  publick  or  private,  except  for  the  restoration 
or  such  estates  as  have  been,  or  shall  be,  seized  from  the 
owners  during  the  troubles ;  and  for  restoring  to  the  said 
owners  the  mean  profits  of  the  same.  Provided,  that  arms 
not  taken  up  by  his  Majesty's  authority  shall  be  laid  down 
by  our  subjects  in  the  said  Provinces  within " 

The  Hon.  R.  B.  Wahingham  seconded  Mr.  Burke's 
motion. 

Mr.  B^elbore  Ellis  replied  to  Mr.  Burke ;  and  urged  that 
the  greater  disposition  Great  Britain  showed  towards  con- 
ciliation, the  more  obstinate,  rebellious,  and  insolent -4»ienV;o 
would  become. 

Sir  George  Savile  supported  the  motion,  \\'hich  not  only 
involved  in  it  the  liberties  of  America,  but  even  those  of 
Great  Britain;  for  it  would  be  the  height  of  credulity 
and  madness  to  expect  that  Britain  could  long  retain  her 
Constitution  inviolate,  if  America  were  reduced  to  a  state 
of  unconstitutional  subjection.  The  Ministers  have  often 
said  they  do  not  know  what  America  wants,  for  that  she  is 
every  day  rising  in  her  demands.  He  could  very  easily 
imagine  the  leading  people  of  America,  the  Congress  to 
be  like  the  Ministry — a  number  of  men  periiaps  not  tho- 
roughly united.  We  have  the  noble  Lord,  [North,]  who  is 
one  day  for  conciliation  ;  but  as  soon  as  the  first  word  is  out, 
he  is  checked  and  controlled,  and,  instead  of  conciliation, 
out  comes  confusion.  He  declared,  upon  his  word,  the 
noble  Lord's  character  and  frankness  ought  not  to  be  so 
treated.  He  is  used  as  if  he  were  meant  to  be  made  a  fool 
of.  He  could  suppose  the  people  in  the  Congress  pulling  dif- 
ferent ways,  as  they  do  here.  Now,  said  he,  suppose  we 
are  the  Congress.  The  leading  men  sit  there,  (pointing  to 
the  Treasury  Bench,)  for  instance ;  the  learned  gentleman, 
[Mr.  Wedderburn,]  for  his  quiet  and  temperate  character, 
spirit  of  moderation,  deep  philosophy,  love  of  liberty  and 
his  country,  I  will  suppose  is  Dr.  Franklin.  I  have  fixed 
upon  him,  besides,  as  his  particular  friend.  His  neighbour, 
[Lord  G.  Gcrmaine,)  is  General  Putnam.     His  next  neigh- 
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bour  [Lord  JSorth]  is  Mr.  Adams.  And  there  is  a  gentle- 
man there  I  can  suppose  to  be  Mr.  Hancock — I  beg  your 
pardon,  Mr.  Speaker,  (bowing  to  the  Speaker,)  you  are 
Mr.  Hancock.  Now,  I  will  suppose  all  these  great  men 
got  together;  and  our  Dr.  Franklin  to  take  up  the  defence 
of  the  Colonies,  with  all  that  wit  and  eloquence  of  which 
he  is  master.  I  will  only  suggest  the  topicks  ujx)n  which 
he  would  talk.  [Here  Sir  George  put  all  the  strongest 
words  and  arguments  in  defence  oi America  into  the  mouth 
of  this  supposed  Dr.  Frankliu,  and  went  on  in  the  same 
manner  with  the  other  supposed  persons.] 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  insisted  that  the  surest  means  of  amica- 
bly adjusting  the  differences  between  the  two  countries,  and 
settling  their  respective  rights  on  a  solid  basis,  would  be  to 
show  that  any  concession  on  our  part  proceeded  from  our 
love  of  justice,  not  from  any  dread  of  the  resistance  we 
might  probably  meet  with  in  the  execution  of  our  designs ; 
the  stronger  we  were,  therefore,  the  more  dignity  and  effect 
our  negotiations  would  have. 

Lord  Ossory  was  for  the  motion.  He  disapproved  of  the 
dangerous  experiment  of  fomenting  a  civil  war,  and  the  ob- 
stinacy, if  not  worse,  of  prosecuting  it  at  so  great  a  risk, 
and  at  such  enormous  expense. 

Mr.  Henry  Dundas  was  against  America,  and  in  support 
of  the  power  of  the  State,  and  the  supreme  legislative  autho- 
rity of  Parliament. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  was  for  the  motion,  and  severe 
upon  the  Ministers,  particularly  upon  the  want  of  union 
among  themselves.  He  said  it  was  one  day  peace,  another 
war ;  one  day  it  was  the  commerce  only  of  America  that 
was  worth  preserving ;  next  day  everything  was  to  be  sacri- 
ficed to  the  supreme,  undefined  authority  of  Parliament ;  and 
the  last  day,  (upon  the  land  tax,)  he  perceived  the  Minister 
returned  to  his  former  ground,  and  absolutely  and  ex])ressly 
contended  for  the  right  of  taxation,  the  exercise  of  that 
right,  and  that,  too,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  in 
order  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  this  country. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  was  for  the  motion.  He  de- 
clared his  good  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  in  Administration, 
with  whom  he  had  acted  till  that  day ;  that  he  now  must 
differ  from  them,  because  he  was  convinced  their  measures 
were  ruinous,  and  the  object  impracticable. 

Mr.  Adam  was  against  the  motion,  Mr.  Sawbridge  for  it, 
and  Colonel  Onsloiv  against  it. 

Mr.  T.  Townshend  was  for  the  motion.  He  arraigned 
and  condemned  Administration  in  severe  terms. 

Governour  Pownall  was  sorry  that  the  House  had  gone 
into  the  question  of  the  right  of  taxation  on  a  proposition 
■which,  waiving  that  question,  was  moved  solely  on  the 
ground  of  expediency.  The  gentleman  who  moved  it  had 
studiously  avoided  touching  upon  the  right,  and  yet  the 
House  had  been  now  near  seven  hours  talking  upon  a  sub- 
ject which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  the  day. 
He  was  sorry  to  find  that  this  discussion  had  been  carried 
on  with  mutual  reproaches  of  parties.  So  long  (said  he) 
as  the  House  will  dwell  upon  this  point,  and  so  long  as  par- 
ties shall  be,  as  they  always  are  on  this  point,  more  solici- 
tous to  discriminate  their  own  principles,  to  defend  the  rec- 
titude and  consistency  of  their  particular  line  of  conduct,  in 
reprobation  of  that  of  others,  we  never  can  come  to  any  real 
settlement  of  this  matter. 

It  seems  now,  at  length,  high  time  to  say  something  to 
the  matter  proposed,  and  to  the  real  question  before  you. 
He  said  if  he  had  risen  earlier  in  the  day  to  speak,  he 
should  have  followed  the  honourable  gentleman  through  the 
whole  of  his  reasoning,  as  well  as  examined  the  proposition 
with  which  he  concluded ;  but  now,  after  so  long  a  debate, 
and  at  so  late  an  hour,  he  should  confine  himself  simply  to 
the  proposition.  In  the  stating  of  it,  he  begged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman,  that,  if  he  misstated  it,  he  njight  be 
corrected. 

The  honourable  gentleman  has  stated  this  business  as  lying 
in  three  lines  of  consideration,  or  three  plans,  on  which  it 
might  be  taken  up.  The  first  was  direct  war;  the  second, 
a  mixture  of  war  and  negotiation ;  and,  thirdly,  his  plan  of 
concession  previous  to  all  treaty,  that  is,  concessions  made 
as  preliminaries  to  peace.  The  first  part  of  his  speech  en- 
deavours to  prove  that  war  was  impracticable ;  his  second 
part  was  taken  up  to  show  that  the  mixed  plan,  as  he  calls 
it,  must  be  a  series  of  fruitless  perplexities.  He  says  it  was 
necessary  to  dispose  of  these  two  ideas  firet,  that  he  might 


make  way  for  the  third — his  own  plan.  In  his  manner  of 
doing  it  he  has  justified  the  propriety  of  moving  the  previous 
question  ;  because,  sir,  if  his  plan  cannot  be  considered  till 
the  next  plan,  which  he  supposes  to  be  the  Minister's  plan, 
is  disposed  of,  we  ought  to  know,  first,  what  that  plan  is, 
and  not  be  satisfied  with  his  disposing  of  a  phantom  of  his 
own  raising,  which  he  supposes  to  be  that  plan.  The 
speech  from  the  Throne  informs  us  that  there  is  some  plan 
of  pacification:  we  may  take  assurance  that  the  Ministers 
must  lay  that  before  us ;  according,  therefore,  to  the  honour 
able  gentleman's  own  method  prescribed,  we  must  dispose 
of  that  before  we  can  come  to  the  consideration  of  his  plan. 
But  if  there  was  not  that  reason,  from  his  own  idea  of  the 
method  of  proceeding,  I  cannot  but  think  it  decent  to  con- 
sider, first,  that  plan,  (of  which  the  speech  from  the  Throne 
has  given  the  first  notice.)  and  not  to  suffer  it  to  be  antici- 
pated by  the  intervention  of  any  previous  plan.  If  that 
gentleman  had,  on  any  occasion,  given  notice  that  he  would 
offer  to  the  House  propositions  on  any  particular  subject, 
and  if,  after  such  notice,  any  other  gentleman  should  en- 
deavour to  anticipate,  him  by  getting  a  previous  day,  I 
would  certainly,  in  such  case,  move  the  previous  question 
on  that  gentleman's  motion,  as  I  shall  on  this  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to-day. 

He  says,  sir,  such  is  the  state  of  this  American  business 
that  we  must  either  change  their  sentiments  by  negotiation, 
or  subdue  the  rising  spirit ;  that  we  cannot  subdue  the  spirit 
which  is  up  by  war ;  that  we  cannot  change  it  by  any  nego- 
tiation which,  while  war  lasts,  we  can  enter  into ;  we  must, 
therefore,  previously  make  concessions ;  we  must  disavow 
our  declaration,  repeal  our  acts,  sue  for  peace,  and  the 
Americans  will  give  it  to  us  on  his  plan ;  we  must  pre- 
viously regain  their  confidence  "  by  removing  the  ground  of 
difference."  On  the  plan  he  proposes,  we  shall  restore  the 
former  unsuspecting  confidence  of  the  Colonies.  This,  sir, 
is  the  very  question  now  before  you.  Let  us,  then,  con- 
sider the  concessions  which  he  proposes,  and  examine,  by 
the  best  rule  and  only  judge  in  this  case,  experience,  what 
effect  these  concessions  will  have.  He  says  that  as  the  Ame- 
ricans did,  on  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  resign  themselves 
to  their  unsuspecting  confidence,  and  were  perfectly  satisfied, 
so  will  they  now,  if  his  plan  is  adopted ;  and  he  has  read 
from  the  Journals  of  the  Congress  their  words  as  his  autho- 
rity :  but  as  he  has  not  read  all  their  words,  nor  all  the  sen- 
tence, let  us  see  how  the  whole  stands :  "After  the  repeal 
of  the  Stamp  Act,  (say  they,)  having  again  resigned  our- 
selves to  our  ancient  unsuspicious  affections  for  the  parent 
State,  and  anxious  to  avoid  any  controversy  with  her,  in 
hopes  of  a  favourable  alteration  in  sentiments  and  measures 
towards  us,  we  did  not  press  our  objections  against  the 
above-mentioned  statutes  made  subsequent  to  that  repeal." 
So  far,  then,  it  appears,  from  having  no  suspicions,  they  had 
objections ;  objections  to  acts  passed  subsequent  to  the  re- 
peal ;  and  these  acts  are  specified  in  their  resolves  and  pro- 
ceedings to  be  acts  of  1766 — the  Declaratory  Act,  and  the 
act  for  granting  duties  in  lieu  of  others  repealed.  When, 
sir,  instead  of  alterations  of  sentiments  and  measures  towards 
them,  one  law  was  made,  (proposed  by  this  gentleman's 
friends,)  declaring  a  power  to  bind  them  in  all  cases  what-  * 
soever ;  and  one  other,  reciting  that  although  it  was  proper 
to  repeal  certain  rates  and  duties  on  account  of  their  inex- 
pediency, yet  it  was  necessary  to  grant  others  in  lieu  of 
them  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  to  be  paid 
into  the  Exchequer  and  reserved  for  the  future  disposal  of 
Parliament ;  their  content  vanished,  they  relapsed  into  their 
suspicions,  they  began  to  come  forward  with  their  objections, 
and  the  New-  York  Petition  was  the  first  symptom  of  this. 
But,  sir,  they  not  only  were  not,  in  fact,  but  they  could  not, 
on  the  principles  from  which  they  opposed  our  system,  be 
content.  They  objected  to  all  laws  laying  duties  for  the 
express  purpose  of  a  revenue.  The  6th  George  III.,  chap- 
ter 52,  granted  duties  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, to  be  paid  as  a  revenue  into  the  Exchequer,  and  to  be 
there  at  the  disposal  of  Pailiament.  Many  laws,  prior  to 
this  period,  gave  and  granted  duties,  and  appropriated  them 
to  the  purpose  of  a  revenue. 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  Act  of  Navigation  ;  and,  by 
some  mistake,  gentlemen  under  that  idea  refer  to  the  Act  of 
Trade  of  the  25th  Car.  II.  The  Act  of  Navigation  directs 
that  all  the  commerce  of  the  Colonies  shall  be  carried  on  in 
British  shipping,  and  enumerates  a  certain  number  of  articles 
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of  the  produce  of  the  Plantations,  which  are  to  be  brought  to 
England  only.  The  Act  of  Trade  says  that  there  shall  be 
answered  and  paid  to  your  Majesty,  if  bond  shall  not  be  first 
given  to  bring  such  commodities  to  England,  the  rates  there 
specified.  Here  we  find  the  precise  idea  of  duties  laid  as  a 
regulation  of  trade.  But  in  the  year  1696,  in  King  Bll- 
liams  reign,  we  find,  for  the  first  time,  tiiese  duties  converted 
into  a  revenue;  they  are  directed  to  be  paid,  whether  bond 
be  I'iven  or  not.  Revenue  officers,  under  the  directions  of 
the  Lord  High  Treasurer,  are  established.  If,  therefore, 
we  are  to  repeal  all  acts  which  grant  duties  as  revenue,  in 
1696,  not  in  1764,  was  the  system  changed.  If,  therefore, 
on  tiiat  principle  we  go  back  to  1763,  we  must  of  necessity 
c^o  back  to  1672.  But  lest  gentlemen  should  doubt  whether 
duties  granted  to  his  Majesty  were  ever  before  1764  appro- 
priated to  revenue,  let  them  refer  to  the  Civil  List  Act  of 
1st  George  I.,  there  they  will  find  that  the  Plantation  duties 
which,  by  the  25th  Car.  II,  "were  granted  to  his  Majesty, 
his  heirs  and  successors  forever,  shall  be  brought  and  paid 
into  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  for  the  purposes  in  this  act 
expressed,"  namely,  the  forming  a  fund  for  the  Civil  List. 

But,  sir,  before  this  time  the  tax  of  six  pence  a  month  laid 
upon  all  American  seamen,  and  always  paid  by  them,  was 
laid  in  King  William's  time,  for  the  purpose  of  augmenting 
the  revenues  of  Greenwich  Hospital. 

The  Americans  require  the  repeal  of  the  Post  Office  Act 
of  the  5th  George  III ;  that  act,  sir,  laid  no  new  duties,  it 
made  new  regulations ;  but  it  was  the  Post  Office  Act  of 
lOtli  Anne  which  granted  duties  in  America,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  her  Majesty  to  carry  on  the  war. 

It  appears,  therefore,  as  they  were  not,  so  they  could  not, 
be  content  with  what  was  done  in  1766. 

But  to  come  to  the  precise  proposition  of  this  day :  It  is  a 
proposal  of  a  bill  formed  on  the  resolutions  which  the  gentle- 
man moved  last  year;  and  that  proposition,  although  ground- 
ed, fii'St,  on  the  complaint  which  the  Americans  make  of  their 
grievances;  second,  on  the  declaration  of  their  rights;  and 
third,  on  the  plan  of  the  preliminaries  which  they  throw  out ; 
although  they  require,  as  such  preliminary,  that  we  should  go 
back  to  1763,  that  proposition  does  not  extend  to  a  full  re- 
medy of  their  grievances,  and  to  their  idea  of  their  rights ;  it 
does  not  go  even  to  1763,  it  goes  only  back  to  1766.  It  is 
very  ready  to  repeal  every  act  except  the  acts  of  the  Adminis- 
tration of  that  gentleman's  friends.  The  Declaratory  Act  is 
not  to  be  repealed.  The  Revenue  Act  of  the  6th  George 
III  is  not  to  be  repealed.  Let  us  first  see  what  the  effect 
of  this  plan  of  concession  made  last  year  was  :  It  came  last 
year  in  resolutions,  it  is  now  formed  into  a  bill.  Why,  sir, 
since  this  plan  was  proposed,  the  Congress,  reiterating  their 
demand  of  the  repeal  of  all  the  acts  of  revenue  and  restric- 
tion since  1763,  specify  particularly  the  Declaratory  Law, 
and  the  Revenue  Act  of  1766.  After  having  recited  fif- 
teen heads  of  grievances,  hear  what  they  say  in  their  own 
words :  "  But  why  should  we  enumerate  our  injuries  in  de- 
tail ?  By  one  statute  it  is  declared  that  Parliament  of  right 
bind  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  What  is  to  defend  us 
against  so  enonnous,  so  unlimited  a  power?" 

Upon  the  effect  which  this  plan  has  had  last  year  we  may 
fairly  put  the  issue  of  the  effect  that  may  be  expected  from 
it  this  year,  especially  when  this  year  we  find  in  the  pre- 
liminaries of  the  Congress  the  removal  of  the  troops  as  well 
as  concessions,  w!iich  does  not  make  part  of  this  gentleman's 
plan.  Whatever  expectations  that  gentleman  may  have  of 
confidence  from  the  Americans,  in  consequence  of  this  plan, 
he  may  be  assured,  that  while  the  Americans  are  very  willing 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  assistance  of  him  and  his  friends, 
other  pei-sons  will  have  their  confidence.  The  gentleman 
and  his  friends  bid  as  low  as  they  can  in  conscience  go ;  but 
others  have  bid  lower :  some  are  ready  to  go  back  to  1763 ; 
others  think  you  should  go  still  further.  The  Americans  ex- 
pect that  we  should  go  further  ;  for  see  on  what  ground  they 
put  themselves,  when  they  ask  only  the  repeal  of  the  reve- 
nue and  restrictive  laws  passed  since  1763.  Take  it  in  their 
own  words : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Congress  do  confine  themselves  at 
present  to  the  consideration  of  such  rights  as  have  been  in- 
fringed since  the  year  1763,  postponing  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  general  state  of  American  rights  to  a  future 
day." 

From  the  first  spring  of  this  sad  business,  having  been 
for  modes  of  policy  in  preference  to  measures  of  force,  I 


have  always  thought,  and  invariably  said,  that  your  system 
called  for  revision  and  amendment ;  1  have  been  against  all 
partial  concession  and  repeals.  I  think  it  should  be  laid  on 
some  basis  which  is  solid  and  may  be  permanent ;  on  such 
whereon  the  liberties  o(  America  being  fixed,  the  sovereignty 
of  the  empire  might  be  established.  Repeals  upon  every 
partial  complaint,  and  concessions  upon  every  clamour,  is 
not  the  way ;  this  would  produce  nothing  but  endless  suc- 
cessions of  quarrels,  and  patching  up  of  those  quarrels. 
Indiicia,  helium,  pax  rursum.  It  should  be  taken  up  on 
some  great  and  general  system.  And  such  I  now  expect, 
and  shall  therefore,  although  I  give  no  negative,  move  the 
previous  question  on  any  parts  of  a  scheme  moved  on  par- 
tial grounds,  that  of  previous  concessions. 

But  to  consider  the  purport  of  the  bill  itself.  Although 
it  is  grounded  on  the  complaints  of  the  American  grievances, 
and  of  the  violation  of  their  rights,  it  does  not  go  to  the 
redress  and  remedy.  They  complain  of  laws  laying  duties 
and  granting  them  for  the  express  purpose  of  revenue ;  yet 
it  goes  only  back  to  the  year  1766.  You  have  seen  that 
the  remedy,  to  be  real  and  efficient,  must  carry  us  back  to 
1672.  They  complain  of  the  Admiralty  jurisdiction:  now 
that,  sir,  is  as  old  as  the  Act  of  Navigation.  By  that  act, 
ships  navigated  contrary  to  law  were  to  be  seized,  might  be 
brought  to  the  Court  of  Admiralty  in  England,  on  the 
express  principle  that  there  should  be  no  party  juries.  For 
the  ease,  and  not  the  aggrieving  of  the  subject.  Courts  of 
Admiralty  were  afterwards  established  in  the  Colonies  ;  and 
all  this  system  stood  established  before  the  period  of  1764. 
To  my  argument  it  is  nothing  how  far  this  is  right  or  wrong, 
grievous  or  otherwise :  but  the  Americans  complain  of  it  as 
a  grievance ;  and  if  the  bill  which  is  to  redress  their  griev- 
ance, and  to  concede  to  their  complaints,  must  go  to  the 
bottom  ;  if  it  means  or  hopes  to  gain  their  confidence, — this 
bill  does  not  go  far  enough  ;  there  are  others  who  are  willing 
to  go  farther. 

On  this  ground,  he  said  that  the  present  proposition  would 
not  produce  the  effect  it  proposed ;  that  it  was  but  a  part 
of  a  system  proposed  as  an  expedient,  or  rather  an  experi- 
ment to  a  partial  purpose.  On  the  assurance  that  this 
business  of  America  would  be  now  taken  up  on  some  great 
and  general  system  in  the  whole,  and  the  speech  had  an- 
nounced some  plan,  which,  from  the  method  adopted  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  should  be  disposed  of  firet,  he  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Lord  George  Germaine  said,  as  he  had  held  but  one  con- 
duct in  this  American  business,  as  he  had  been  direct  and 
explicit  in  that  conduct,  he  now  entered  into  office  on  the 
same  principles,  on  the  same  line  of  conduct ;  and  he  hoped 
he  should  be  always  found  decisive,  direct,  and  firm  in  it. 
On  the  point  of  the  legislative  authority  of  this  country,  he 
should  always  maintain  that  sovereignty  which  was  esta- 
blished and  founded  on  the  Constitution.  On  the  point  of 
taxation,  although  he  should  never  concede  the  right,  he 
should  never  object  to  the  withholding  the  exercise  of  it,  if 
other  modes  could  be  adopted.  But  if  we  are  to  have  no 
peace  unless  we  give  up  the  right,  the  contest  is  brought 
to  a  fair  issue ;  we  are  equal  to  the  contest ;  our  internal 
resources  are  great ;  and  we  can  never  despair  of  that  assist- 
ance which  we  may  want. 

Gentlemen  call  for  answers  to  several  questions :  I  stand 
forth,  as  far  as  my  judgment  can,  and  my  advice  goes,  to 
give  an  answer.  Are  we,  say  some  gentlemen,  to  give  up 
taxation?  Are  we  to  have  no  American  revenue?  I  do 
hope  we  shall ;  I  trust  we  shall  draw  a  revenue  from  Ame- 
rica. Whether  that  shall  be  by  the  exercise  of  our  right  of 
taxation,  or  whedier  by  any  other  mode,  I  do  not  think 
material.  If  the  Americans,  willing  to  join  their  aid  to  the 
common  supply,  and  willing  to  share  our  common  burdens 
with  us,  can  propose  any  mode  which  will  make  them  easy, 
which  will  remove  their  fears  and  jealousies,  I  shall  be  ready 
to  adopt  it.  I  wish  they  were  in  the  situation  of  the  year 
1763, '  if  the  Government  of  this  country  was  so  likewise. 
If  our  present  system  is  wrong,  let  us  avow  it,  consider, 
and  rectify  it.  They  have  a  right  to  every  liberty  which 
they  can  enjoy,  consistent  with  the  sovereignty  and  supre- 
macy of  this  country.  Let  them  be  happy.  Nobody  can 
wish  them  more  so  than  I  do.  But  I  have  never  changed 
my  opinion  as  to  the  legislative  supremacy  of  this  country. 
What  I  have  always  held,  I  now  stand  in  office  to  main- 
tain.    To  the  questions,  What  force  is  necessary?  What 
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do  you  mean  to  send  ?  I  answer,  that  the  officers  serving 
on  the  spot,  those  especially  commanding,  are  the  proper 
judges.  What  they,  upon  a  full  state  of  the  service,  think 
necessary,  as  far  as  my  advice  can  go,  shall  be  sent ;  not 
to  be  insulted.  Such  forces  as  are  necessary  to  restore, 
maintain,  and  establish  the  power  of  this  country  in  America, 
will  not  be  wanting. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  plan  of  sending  Commis- 
sioners. My  idea  of  that  measure  is,  that  they  should  not 
only  have  power  to  pardon,  but  to  inquire  into  grievances ; 
and  if  the  Americans,  returning  to  a  sense  of  their  duty, 
should  offer  terms,  (not  with  arms  in  their  hands,)  they  should 
be  empowered  to  consider,  and,  on  their  submission,  to  take 
off  those  penal  restrictions  under  which,  from  the  nature  of 
their  conduct,  the  Americans  now  l^e.  If,  by  opening  a 
door  to  retreat,  the  Crown  tries  to  induce  them  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  what  can  it  do  more  ?  If  they  persist  in  their 
appeal  to  force,  the  force  of  the  country  must  be  exerted. 
The  spirit  of  this  country  will  go  along  with  me  in  that  idea, 
to  suppress,  to  crush  such  rebellious  resistance.  As  to  the 
gentleman's  proposition,  I  think  it  has  been  fully  proved 
that  it  would  not  answer  the  expectation  of  those  in  Ame- 
rica, whose  confidence  he  meant  to  gain  ;  that  it  does  not 
go  so  far  as  they  expected  ;  nor  so  far  as  some  here  would 
go ;  and  previous  concessions,  as  gratuitous  preliminaries, 
whether  accepted  or  not,  without  anything  offered  on  their 
part,  would  put  us  oa  worse  ground,  and  remove  the  matter 
still  further  from  the  conciliation  he  proposes.  I  am,  there- 
fore, ready  to  give  my  negative  to  it,  or  rather,  to  join  in  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Fox  was  for  the  motion,  and  very  severe  upon  Ad- 
ministration. With  infinite  wit  and  readiness,  he  gave  a 
description  of  the  Treasury  Bench,  beginning  with  Mr.  Ellis, 
and  ending  with  Mr.  Cornwall,  by  a  single  epithet  happily 
marking  the  characters  of  each  of  them,  with  fine  satire, 
and  without  the  least  breach  of  decorum. 

The  Solicitor-General  [Mr.  Weddcrbum,]  in  answer  to 
Mr.  Fox,  defended  Administration  in  a  fine  vei;i  of  oratory. 
And  in  answer  to  an  observation  of  Mr.  Burke  upon  the 
conduct  of  Demosthenes,  he  entered  upon  classical  ground, 
and  with  consummate  eloquence  and  accuracy  of  recollec- 
tion, descanted  upon  the  history  of  that  period,  with  allusion 
to  the  present  times.  His  speech  was  a  restoration  to  the 
House ;  and  though  it  was  three  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
awakened  the  attention  of  every  man  in  it. 

General  Conway  replied  to  the  last  speaker,  and  showed, 
in  a  variety  of  instances,  the  futility  of  his  arguments. 

Mr.  Graves  seconded  the  motion  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Lord  North.  I  declare,  that  if  I  thought  the  motion 
would  procure  that  conciliation  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  made  it  has  held  out,  I  should  be  staggered. 
But  it  has  appeared  that  this  line  of  concession  will  not  pro- 
cure it;  and  it  has  been  clearly  marked  to  you,  that  this 
line  is  not  sufficient.  Therefore  were  I  of  opinion  with  the 
honourable  mover  as  to  repealing  all  the  acts  he  mentions, 
as  I  am  as  to  some  of  them,  these  concessions  would  not 
procure  the  end  he  proposes,  but  put  us  upon  still  worse 
ground,  and  remove  us  farther  from  any  conciliation  this 
country  can  agree  to.  I  think,  for  instance,  that  those  pe- 
nal and  restrictive  acts  which  have  been  indefinite  as  to  the 
term  of  their  operation  should  be  repealed,  and  the  matter 
and  purport  of  them  thrown  into  one  general  act,  framed 
to  be  enforced  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  The 
honourable  gendeman  [Mr.  Burke]  has  in  his  bill  proposed 
to  empower  the  King  to  call  a  Congress  in  America.  He 
has  that  power:  has  done  it  before,  and  may  do  it  at  any 
time.  Besides,  the  proposed  bill  confines  the  power  of  the 
Crown  to  treat  only  with  the  Congress ;  therefore  his  Ma- 
jesty can  treat  with  nobody  else,  if  there  were  any  persons 
disposed  to  offer  terms  of  submission. 

A  little  before  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  previous 
question  was  put,  "  That  the  question  be  now  put :" 

The  House  divided. 

The  noes  went  forth : 

Eari  of  Upper  Ossory, 

Mr.  Fox,       -      -      - 

Sir  Grey  Cooper,        •     -    ) 

Mr.  John  St.  John,    -    -   ^  210 


Tellers  for  the  yeas, 
Tellers  for  the  noes, 
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So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 

Monday,  November  20,  1775. 

The  House  was  moved.  That  an  Act,  made  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled 
"An  Act  to  discontinue,  in  such  manner,  and  for  such  time, 
as  are  therein  mentioned,  the  Landing  and  Discharging, 
Lading  or  Shipping,  of  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  at 
the  Town,  and  within  the  Harbour  of  Boston,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  North-America,"  might  be 
read. 

And  the  same  was  read  accordingly. 

The  House  was  also  moved,  That  an  Act,  made  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled 
"An  Act  to  restrain  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Massachusetts-Bay  and  New-Hampshire,  and 
Colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Bhode-Island  and  Providence 
Plantation,  in  North- America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  British  Islands  in  the  West-Indies ;  and  to  prohibit 
such  Provinces  and  Colonies  from  carrying  on  any  Fishery 
on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  or  other  places  therein  men- 
tioned, under  certain  conditions  and  limitations,"  might  be 
read. 

And  the  same  was  read  accordingly. 

The  House  was  also  moved.  That  another  Act,  made  in 
the  fifteenth  year  of  tlie  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  inti-  ^ 
tuled  "An  Act  to  restrain  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the 
Colonies  of  Nexo-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  South- Carolina,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the 
British  Islands  in  the  West-Indies,  under  certain  conditions 
and  limitations,"  might  be  read. 

And  the  same  was  read  accordingly. 

The  House  was  also  moved.  That  so  much  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's most  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
as  relates  to  giving  authority  to  certain  persons  to  grant  gen- 
eral or  particular  Pardons  and  Indemnities  in  America,  and 
to  receive  the  submission  of  any  Province  or  Colony,  or  to 
authorize  the  persons  so  commissioned  to  restore  such  Pro- 
vince or  Colony  to  the  free  exercise  of  its  Trade  and  Com- 
merce, might  be  read. 

And  the  same  being  read  accordingly, 

Lord  North  then  moved,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  prohibit  all  Trade  and  Intercourse  with  the 
Colonies  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode- 
Island,  Connecticut,  New-iork,  New- Jersey,  Pennsylva- 
nia, the  three  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North- Carolina,  South- Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  present  Rebellion  within  the 
said  Colonies  respectively ;  for  repealing  an  Act  made  in 
the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  to 
discontinue  the  Landing  and  Discharging,  Lading  or  Ship- 
ping of  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  at  the  Town,  and 
within  the  Harbour  of  Boston,  in  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay ;  and  also  two  Acts,  made  in  the  last  session 
of  Pariiament,  for  restraining  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
the  Colonies  in  the  said  Acts  respectively  mentioned  ;  and 
to  enable  his  Majesty  to  appoint  Commissioners,  and  to  issue 
Proclamations  in  the  cases  and  for  the  purposes  therein  to  be 
mentioned. 

His  Lordship  explained  the  necessity  of  restraining  tlie 
Americans  from  all  trade  during  the  present  rebellion,  and 
the  justice  there  would  be  in  immediately  taking  off"  the  re- 
straint from  such  Colony  wherein  it  might  cease  ;  that  the 
Boston  Port  Act,  and  the  acts  passed  last  year,  being 
framed  upon  other  grounds  and  for  other  purposes,  would 
stand  in  the  way  of  this  operation  ;  that  the  restraining  bills 
were  civil  coercions  against  civil  crimes ;  but  we  being  now 
at  war,  the  provisions  were  incapable,  and  other  provisions 
were  necessary.  Those  provisions  he  now  proposed  were 
such  as  would  be  made  use  of  in  case  of  war  with  any  coun- 
try in  the  worid ;  but  they  were  framed  under  such  provisoes 
as  might  open  the  door  of  peace  upon  its  first  approach. 
That  tf  we  were  ready  also  to  repeal  the  Charter  bills,  yet 
he  could  not  do  it  while  they  denied  the  right  that  we  had 
to  make  them ;  that  as  to  the  bill  for  the  administration  of 
justice,  there  was  no  need  to  repeal  that,  because  the  coun- 
try being  in  actual  war,  martial  law  took  place,  and  there 
were  no°courts  of  justice  in  which  it  could  operate;  it  was 
a  temporary  bill  for  three  years,  two  of  which  are  expired, 
and  it  would  cease  of  itself.  That  he  should  also  be  ready 
to  repeal  the  tea  duty  on  the  same  grounds  that  he  would 
suspend  every  exercise  of  the  right  of  taxation,  if  the  Colo- 
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nies  themselves  would  point  out  any  mode  by  which  they 
would  bear  their  share  of  the  burden  and  give  their  aid  to 
the  common  defence.  The  purport  of  the  clause  respect- 
ing the  Commission,  had  been  very  well  explained  the  otlier 
day  by  a  noble  Lord,  [George  Germainc,]  that  it  meant, 
besides  the  granting  of  pardons,  that  they  should  inquire  into 
any  matter  of  change  of  circumstances  in  which  the  Co- 
lonies were  now,  from  the  time  they  were  when  the  laws 
were  made :  if  there  were  any  matter  of  real  grievance  or 
oppression,  that  could  be  remedied  to  their  benefit  or  to  the 
common  interests;  that  they  were  to  have  the  power  of 
judging  whether  any  part  or  a  whole  Colony  were  returned 
to  that  state  of  obedience,  that  they  might  declare  that  Co- 
lony or  part  to  be  in  peace,  upon  which  the  restrictions  in 
the  present  bill  were  so  formed  as  to  cease.  He  found  that 
what  he  said  the  other  night,  under  a  state  of  fatigue  and 
indisposition,  had  led  people  to  conceive  he  was  so  far  tired 
out  with  this  business,  that  his  administration  was  drawing 
to  a  period  ;  he  therefore  begged  to  repeat  what  he  always 
had  said — how  happy  he  should  be  to  decline  the  arduous 
task  to  which  he  might,  perhaps,  in  point  of  abilities,  be  un- 
equal ;  yet  in  point  of  good  intentions,  he  had  no  other  end 
in  view,  no  not  for  a  moment  in  any  time,  but  the  publick 
service ;  meaning  at  all  times  to  conduct  it  with  the  least 
burden  to  the  publick ;  on  those  occasions  where  severity 
was  necessary,  to  alleviate  that,  as  much  as  the  common 
safety  would  permit;  and  to  withhold  it,  whenever  the 
publick  safety  did  not  absolutely  require  it.  That  there 
were  two  grounds,  upon  which  every  Minister  ought  to 
stand :  the  first  was,  that  the  King  had  an  undoubted  right 
of  naming  his  own  servants ;  the  second,  which  formed  the 
happiness  of  this  country,  that  if  the  people  by  their  repre- 
sentatives did  really  disapprove  the  measures  of  any  Minis- 
ter, to  that  degree  that  they  would  not  go  along  with  him, 
the  King,  however  he  might  approve  such  Minister,  could 
not  carry  on  business  by  him,  and  must  part  with  him.  That 
this  business  of  quarrel  with  the  Colonies  about  taxation, 
was  begun  and  prepared  for  him  before  he  engaged  in  it  as 
a  Minister;  that  he  took  it  up,  not  when  it  was  a  question 
whether  it  was  right  to  tax  the  Colonies  or  not,  but  when 
they  disputed  our  having  any-such  right,  and  at  a  time  when 
this  country  was  determined  not  to  give  it  up :  as  he  engaged 
when  this  dispute  was  actually  begun,  he  was  bound  to  see  it 
through ;  and  if  the  Colonies,  by  appealing  to  arms,  had 
made  war  the  medium,  although  peace  was  the  only  point 
he  ever  retained  in  his  view,  he  must  pursue  it  through  that 
medium.  Being  thus  engaged,  he  did  declare,  that  unless 
the  King  dismissed  him,  or  a  majority  of  the  House,  disap- 
proving his  conduct,  desired  his  dismission,  he  would  not 
give  up  the  conduct  of  this  business  to  anybody  else.  As 
to  the  means  of  conducting  the  war,  he  declared  there  never 
was  any  idea  of  raising  or  employing  the  negroes  or  the  In- 
dians, until  the  Americans  themselves  had  first  applied  to 
them  ;  that  General  Carleion  did  then  apply  to  them ;  and 
even  then,  it  was  only  for  the  defence  of  his  own  Province. 
As  to  the  events  of  the  war,  things  wore  a  much  better 
aspect  at  present  than  a  littUe  while  ago ;  that  Halifax 
was  now  absolutely  safe  ;  that  there  were  indeed  two  expe- 
ditions against  Canada,  but  he  did  hope  that  Canada  would 
not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Rebels.  He  would  almost 
venture  to  say  that  Quebeck  was  safe  ;  but  he  begged  the 
House  would  not  understand  him  as  promising  that;  his 
own  opinion  was,  that  it  would  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Rebels. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  that  this  proposition  was  cutting  off  and 
destroying  all  trade  with  Amenca.  If  the  noble  Lord's 
other  measures  had  not  done  it  this  would  effectually. 
Though  they  had  not  at  present  the  manufacturers  at  their 
door,  he  prophesied  they  would  have  them  next  year.  The 
true  intention  of  this  bill  was,  to  break  up  the  manufactur- 
ers, who,  through  want  of  subsistence,  would  be  obliged  to 
inlist,  and  thus  the  noble  Lord  thought  he  should  recruit 
that  army  which  would  not  otherwise  be  recruited.  That 
as  the  noble  Lord  had  now  proposed  repealing  three  oppres- 
sive acts,  he  begged  to  ask  him,  as  a  man  of  honour  and  a 
gentleman,  whether  he  did  not  wish  that  he  had  adopted 
the  opinion  of  the  noble  Duke,  [of  Grafton,]  who  was  first 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  when  the  repeal  of  the  tea  duty 
was  moved  in  that  House,  and  supported  it  ?  He  repeated, 
there  were  differences  of  opinions  amongst  persons  high  in 
office  at  that  time;  and  he  asked  the  noble  Lord  [Lord 


North]  whether  he  did  not  now  wish  he  had  been  of  opi- 
nion with  those  who  were  for  repealing  that  duty,  because 
they  saw,  and  therefore  wished  to  avoid,  that  chain  of  mis- 
fortunes which  the  continuance  of  it  had  drawn  after  it  ? 
He  said  the  propositions  of  peace  held  forth  in  the  proposed 
bill,  like  those  of  last  year,  were  delusive,  and  were  intro- 
duced with  no  other  view  than  to  mislead  this  country  into 
vindictive  measures,  to  gratify  the  diabolical  dispositions  of 
a  set  of  Ministers  who,  by  their  oppressive  measures,  were 
held  in  abhorrence  throuirhout  America ;  that  after  havins; 
once  attempted  insidiously  to  divide  the  Colonies,  it  was  the 
height  of  folly,  and  showed  the  weakness  of  a  desperate 
junto,  to  renew  a  pitiful  artifice  which  could  have  no  other 
effect  than  to  expose  the  abject  state  of  this  House,  and  to 
render  the  British  Legislature  contemptible  in  the  sight  of 
all  Europe.  The  great  success,  he  said,  that  is  expected  to 
follow  from  the  offers  of  peace  to  fishing  towns  and  ham- 
lets, has  already  been  laughed  at  by  the  body  of  American 
confederates ;  and  the  ruin  with  which  the  Colonies  are  threat- 
ened in  case  of  resistance,  they  will  hold  in  equal  derision, 
because  they  know  that,  while  they  continue  firm,  those 
threats  can  never  be  carried  into  execution  against  them. 
The  system  of  despotism  formed  by  the  junto  will,  by  the 
proposed  bill,  be  rendered  incontrovertible :  those  among  the 
Delegates  who  still  entertain  sentiments  favourable  to  Go- 
vernment, will  be  struck  dumb.  The  bill  reduces  the  con- 
test to  this  alternative,  either  submit  implicitly  to  the  mercy 
of  your  known  and  avowed  enemies,  or  prepare  yourselves 
for  war.  Will  a  powerful  and  brave  people,  the  descend- 
ants of  Englishmen,  whose  ancestors  bled  for  liberty,  hesi- 
tate a  moment  which  to  choose,  submission  or  the  sword? 
Is  there  a  gentleman  in  this  House,  is  there  a  Briton  born, 
who,  in  like  circumstances,  would  hesitate  a  moment  which 
to  choose  ?  Why,  then,  irritate  a  spirited  people  to  rise  in 
arms  against  deliberate  acts  denouncing  vengeance,  tinselled 
over  with  the  flimsy  gilding  of  an  insidious  peace !  Why 
continue  to  provoke  your  fellow-subjects  by  bill  after  bill, 
all  uniformly  tending  to  render  them  desperate,  in  order  to 
furnish  a  handle  for  exercising  the  most  cruel,  arbitrary,  and 
tyrannical  acts  against  them  ?  He  concluded  with  observing, 
that  no  gentleman  could  give  his  sanction  to  this  motion  as 
it  now  stood,  without  being  conscious  of  voting  for  a  declara- 
tion of  war;  yet  for  the  sake  of  his  country,  for  the  sake  of 
America,  and  as  a  prelude  to  peace,  he  was  willing  to  go 
so  far  with  the  noble  Lord  who  proposed  the  motion,  as  the 
repeal  of  the  three  acts  therein  mentioned,  and  therefore 
moved  the  following  amendment :  To  leave  out  from  the 
word  "  Bill"  to  the  words  "  for  repealing,"  and  to  leave  out 
from  the  words  "respectively  mentioned,"  to  the  end  of  the 
question. 

Sir  George  Hay  said,  that  the  question  was  not  now  about 
a  declaration  of  war,  for  war  was  already  declared  on  the 
part  of  the  rebellious  Provinces ;  that  the  great  considera- 
tion at  present  was,  how  best  to  terminate  a  war  in  which 
we  have  been  involuntarily  involved  ;  that  the  bill  proposed 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  only  possible  means  by  which 
the  obstinacy  of  the  Americans  could  be  overcome ;  that 
invitation  being  rejected,  coercion  became  the  necessary 
consequence ;  that  it  was  unjust  to  charge  the  rebellion  of 
the  Americans  to  the  measures  of  Administration,  as  no 
measures  had  been  pursued  but  by  the  advice  and  concur- 
rence of  Parliament;  that  nothing  could  give  colour  to  re- 
bellion, or,  if  you  will,  to  resistance,  unless  an  unconstitu- 
tional power  had  been  exerted,  or  a  constitutional  power  in 
an  arbitrary  way ;  that  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  could 
not  be  pretended,  nor  any  undue  use  made  of  lawful  autho- 
rity ;  that  if  any  of  the  laws  made  for  the  government  of 
the  Colonies  in  their  infancy  were  now  become  inapplica- 
ble and  burdensome  to  them  in  their  more  advanced  state, 
those  laws  might  be  revised,  and  if  found  oppressive,  alter- 
ed or  repealed ;  but  that  could  not  possibly,  he  said,  be 
attempted  while  the  Colonies,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
defied  the  authority  of  the  legislature  by  whom  those  laws 
were  enacted.  Even  the  acts  of  trade  might  be  somewhat 
relaxed.  If  the  monopoly  of  trade  cannot  be  maintained 
or  secured,  the  Colonies  might  be  encouraged  in  all  manu- 
factures not  injurious  to  this  country,  and  they  might  be 
obliged  or  compelled  to  take  from  us  our  manufactures  ;  but 
these  were  matters  for  a  time  of  peace,  not  for  the  present, 
when  we  are  engaged  in  a  question  of  power ;  until  that 
was  settled,  it  was  nonsense  to  talk  of  our  making  regula- 
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tions,  the  right  of  making  which  was  disputed,  and  the  power 
of  carrying  them  into  execution  opposed  by  arms.  Either 
the  Colonies  must  lay  down  their  arms  voluntarily,  and 
acknowledge  the  supreme  legislative  authority  of  Great 
Britain,  or  they  must  be  compelled  so  to  do,  before  any 
negotiation  can  take  place ;  for  it  would  be  the  most  humi- 
liating disgrace  to  treat  with  Rebels  on  the  footing  of  free 
States.  He  therefore  gave  liis  hearty  concurrence  to  the 
motion ;  and  hoped  that  every  Briton  would  concur  in 
opinion  with  him,  first  to  reduce  this  formidable  Ainerican 
confederacy  to  obedience,  and  then,  after  acknowledging 
their  error  in  seeking  redress  by  force  of  arms,  to  render 
them  strict  justice  in  regard  to  their  complaints.  His  idea, 
therefore,  was,  that  at  present  the  Americans  are  in  actual 
rebellion;  but  if  other  gentlemen  are  of  opinion  that  they 
are  in  a  state  of  resistance  which  they  justify,  they  are 
called  upon  to  take  up  their  defence,  not  by  speeches  in  this 
House,  but  by  arms.  Why  do  not  they  go  and  join  them  ? 
That  would  be  the  true  mode. 

Lord  Howe  acknowledged  the  force  of  the  lionourable 
gentleman's  argument;  but  lamented  the  struggle  which 
every  British  officer  must  feel  whose  lot  it  was  to  serve  in 
such  critical  situations.  When  engaged  in  a  foreign  war, 
his  Lordship  observed,  the  glory  of  his  country  animated 
the  breast  of  every  British  soldier,  and  warmed  him  with 
an  ardour  to  glow  for  victory ;  but  on  the  present  occasion, 
though  duty  required  him  to  obey  command,  and  his  honour 
was  engaged  to  maintain  his  post,  yet  that  alacrity  for  battle 
must  be  wanting  by  which  British  soldiers  are  distinguish- 
ed from  all  others.  He  doubted  not,  he  said,  but  that  the 
difference  had  been  felt  by  his  worthy  relation  now  entrust- 
ed with  a  most  important  command ;  he  knew  it  would 
be  felt  by  himself  in  like  circumstances,  yet  were  it  the  will 
of  his  Prince  so  to  order,  he  should  think  it  a  dishonour  to 
decline  the  service. 

Mr.  Fox  rose  to  fix  his  Lordship  to  the  point.  He  said, 
gentlemen  of  rank  in  the  army  were  averee  to  the  service ; 
by  their  unwillingness  to  act,  they  bore  testimony  to  the 
justice  of  the  American  cause,  and  showed  their  disappro- 
bation of  the  measures  pursuing  against  them. 

Lord  Hoice  rose  to  explain.  He  should  certainly  decline 
to  serve  from  the  sense  he  had  of  the  right  and  importance 
of  such  a  trust ;  the  service  was  not  such  as  he  should  wish 
to  solicit ;  but  if  he  were  commanded  upon  it,  he  most  cer- 
tainly should  think  it  his  duty  to  obey,  and  he  could  not 
refuse  to  serve. 

Lord  Frederick  Campbell  was  cleariy  for  maintaining  the 
sovereignty  of  the  British  Legislature  at  whatever  risk  ;  said 
it  was  the  sense  of  the  nation,  not  only  now,  but  at  all  times 
heretofore ;  and  wondered  that  a  point  of  such  notoriety 
should  meet  with  one  dissenting  voice.  When  those  gentle- 
men who  repealed  the  Stamp  Act  came  into  that  measure, 
they  did  not  venture  to  do  it  without  bringing  in  the  Decla- 
ratory Bill,  to  mark  the  sovereignty  of  this  country,  and  to 
show  that  they  did  not  give  it  up.  No  man  or  party  now 
in  the  kingdom  dared  to  repeal  the  Declaratory  Act ;  even 
a  great  Minister,  whose  measure  the  repeal  was,  when  he 
quoted  Prior — 

"  Be  to  her  faults  a  little  blind, 
Be  to  her  virtues  very  kind  ;" 

everybody  knows  the  next  line,  which  he  did  not  quote : 

"  Let  all  her  ways  be  unconfined." 

If  that  great  Minister  did  not  venture  to  hold  that  language, 
I  may  assert  no  other  man  in  this  country  would. 

General  Conway,  thinking,  as  he  did,  that  the  interests  of 
this  country  depended  upon  an  union  with  America,  and  that 
the  union  would  remain  so  long  as  that  interest  was  rightly 
pursued,  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  the  Declaratory  law  : 
be  thought  it  right  that  the  supremacy  of  this  country  should 
be  established  to  all  points  which  were  necessary,  but  not 
to  taxation.  He  had  flattered  himself  that  the  idea  of  taxa- 
tion had  been  wholly  given  up  by  everybody ;  but  since  a 
noble  Lord  had  come  into  office,  it  seemed  as  if  the  dispute 
on  that  question  was  revived.  He  thought  the  fire  had  been 
smothered,  but  since  that  noble  Lord  came  into  office,  he  had 
uncovered  the  ashes  and  blown  the  flame  afresh.  Our  su- 
premacy over  the  Colonies  is  of  the  essence  of  our  relation 
to  them.  But  may  I  not  make  an  exception  ? — there  is  no 
law  without  an  exception.  The  House  of  Lords  and  Com- 
mons have  each  of  them  their  rights,  which  are  generally 
understood  ;  but  if  we  were  to  go  into  disputes,  with  all  the 


prejudices  of  each  House  respecting  power,  we  could  do  no 
business,  and  there  would  be  an  end  of  Parliament.  For 
argument's  sake,  therefore,  I  may  allow,  that  our  right  of 
taxation  is  a  clear  and  distinct  right,  which  in  my  conscience 
I  believe  to  be  no  right ;  yet,  would  it  be  for  the  interest 
and  good  of  this  country  to  go  to  war  about  exerting  it  ? 
As  to  the  forces  of  the  two  countries :  speaking  of  our  own, 
however  high  our  discipline  might  be  supposed  to  be,  yet 
coiTipared  with  many  other  countries,  it  would  be  found  very 
inferior;  but  yet  that  the  courage  and  spirit  of  our  people 
supplied  that  defect.  That  the  forces  of  ylmtnco,  though 
certainly  inferior  to  ours  in  discipline,  were  already  much 
beyond  anydiing  we  had  any  idea  of,  and  would,  in  the 
course  of  war,  be  trained,  and  as  well  disciplined  as  ours. 
In  point  of  courage,  he  could  make  no  distinction  wherever 
a  Briton  dwelt ;  but  this  everybody  must  remark,  that  there 
was  a  certain  spring  and  zeal,  which  an  animation  for  liberty 
always  gave,  beyond  any  other  cause.  Supposing  each 
party  to  have  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men,  he  thought 
the  Americans  wotild  prove  a  match  for  the  British  troops, 
as  they  contended  upon  principle  for  liberty,  which  he 
thought  would  render  them  superior  to  our  advantage  from 
discipline.  As  to  that  part  of  the  proposed  bill  which  re- 
lated to  the  Commissioners,  he  could  say  but  little,  as  no- 
thing had  been  explained  ;  only  that,  so  far  as  his  opinion 
and  vote  went,  he  would  never  trust  any  power  to  any  Com- 
missioners whatsoever,  without  a  distinct  and  direct  line  laid 
down  in  Pariiament.  The  subject  of  military  obedience 
having  been  started,  it  might,  in  the  eyes  of  some,  look  like 
an  unworthy  shrinking  from  the  question,  if  he  did  not  say 
a  few  words  to  it.  He  did  not  imagine  there  could  be  any 
struggle  in  the  mind  of  a  military  man  so  dreadful  as  any 
doubts  of  this  kind.  There  was  a  great  difference  between 
a  foreign  war,  where  the  whole  community  was  involved,  and 
a  domestick  war  on  points  of  civil  contention,  wherein  the 
community  was  divided.  In  the  first  case,  no  officer  ought 
to  call  in  question  the  justice  of  his  country ;  in  the  latter, 
a  military  man,  before  he  drew  his  sword  against  his  fellow- 
subjects,  ought  to  ask  himself  whether  the  cause  was  just  or 
not.  He  quoted  the  story  of  the  massacre  of  Sf.  Bartholo- 
mew, and  the  answer  of  the  Count  De  Torden,  and  concluded 
with  saying,  that  if  he  thought  of  this  case  as  De  Torden 
did  of  that,  all  emoluments,  nay,  the  sacrifice  of  what  people 
in  his  situation  held  dearest,  their  honour,  all  this  would  be 
nothing  in  the  scale  with  his  conscience :  he  never  could  draw 
his  sword  in  the  cause. 

The  Attorney-General  [Mr.  Thurlow.]  Let  the  honour- 
able gentleman  justify  his  conscience  to  himself,  but  not 
hold  it  out  as  a  point  of  doctrine  to  be  taken  up  in  a  certain 
quarter  and  line  of  service,  where  his  opinions  might  be  sup- 
posed to  have  very  great  influence ;  for  if  those  opinions 
were  once  established  as  matter  of  doctrine,  they  must  ne- 
cessarily go  to  a  dissolution  of  all  Government.  Turning  to 
Mr.  Burke's  late  proposition,  he  said,  however  amusing  and 
ingenious  it  was,  it  drew  to  no  conclusion,  and  though  called 
a  proposition,  ended  in  no  proposition  at  all :  it  talked  of 
conciliation  and  union  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Co- 
lonies, without  stating,  in  any  one  instance,  the  relation  in 
which  they  do  or  ought  to  stand.  He  gave  an  account  of 
what  he  called  the  general  spirit  of  Opposition,  in  whicii 
the  Opposition  having  got  beyond  all  line  of  reasoning, 
they  did  nothing  but  scold  at  arguments  which  they  could 
not  refute.  He  now  cleariy  understood  Lord  North's  pro- 
position, and  approved  of  it,  because  it  retained  the  habitual 
exercise  of  taxation,  and  left  an  opening  to  America,  of  a 
permission  to  raise  her  share  of  the  supply  towards  the  com- 
mon defence,  by  granting  it  in  her  own  Assemblies,  and 
giving  it  in  her  own  way.  On  this  ground  he  was  willing 
to  coincide,  not  only  in  a  plan,  but  in  anything  that  might 
give  a  ground  for  a  conciliation  with  America ;  yet  he  thought 
the  only  sure  and  permanent  ground  would  be  to  define  the 
relation  between  the  mother  country  and  her  Colonies.  He 
added,  that,  as  Attorney-General,  he  had  a  right,  by  writ  of 
scire  facias,  to  set  aside  every  charter  in  America ;  but  that, 
in  our  present  situation,  such  a  process  would  be  justly  the 
object  of  ridicule,  for  the  conduct  of  America  was  not  a 
matter  for  judicial,  but  Pariiamentary  animadversion. 

Mr.  Burke.  The  plan  of  this  year  is  to  enforce  the  con- 
ciliatory motion  of  last  year  by  military  execution.  To  the 
charge  of  not  having  defined  the  relation  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies,  he  replied,  that  tlie  silly,  wicked 
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attempt  to  define  it,  had  been  the  firet  and  continued  cause 
of  their  present  disunion.  Ho  predicted  that,  as  the  motion 
of  last  year  was  received  by  the  Americans  with  neglect,  the 
attempt  of  the  present  year,  to  press  it  down  by  force,  would 
be  opposed  with  resentment. 

General  Conway  rose  to  explain.  He  very  seldom  re- 
collected the  words  he  had  used  in  the  heat  of  aigument, 
and  could  not,  therefore,  recollect  what  might  have  been  his 
words  on  this  occasion  ;  it  was  a  peculiar  part  of  his  cha- 
racter, upon  any  point  in  which  he  was  warm  and  interested, 
as  he  always  was  on  this  business  of  America.  He  might 
probably  use  strong  expressions,  which  went  beyond  the  line 
of  his  deliberate  opinion  ;  if  he  said  any  tiling  which  carried 
a  sense,  such  as  that  which  had  been  imputed  to  him  by  the 
Attorney -General,  he  did  not  mean  it ;  what  he  meant  to 
say  was,  that  if  he  thought  the  cause  positively  and  directly 
unjust,  it  ought  so  to  press  upon  the  conscience  of  a  military 
man,  that  no  consideration  in  the  world  should  prevail  upon 
him  to  take  a  part  in  it. 

Governour  Johnstone  would  make  no  apology  to  the 
House  for  the  late  hour  of  the  night ;  for  let  the  hour  be 
what  it  would,  the  subject  was  of  that  importance  no  hour 
could  be  too  late  for  the  mature  and  deliberate  consideration 
of  it.  I  will  now  tell  you  as  a  sailor,  that  you  will  destroy 
the  West-India  trade  by  this  barring  up  of  the  ports  oiJSorth- 
America ;  and  if  you  should  not  do  that,  you  will  at  least 
double  the  insurance  on  that  commerce  and  navigation  ;  you 
will  starve  the  Islands,  and,  uniting  them  in  the  same  cause 
with  North- America,  drive  them  to  revolt  also. 

In  answer  to  Sir  George  Hay,  he  said,  that  Adminis- 
tration had  both  used  unlawful  power,  and  lawful  power 
arbitrarily.  Great  Britain  is  the  only  Government  in  the 
world  which  has  found  out  the  art  of  carrying  power  to  the 
distant  parts  of  the  empire,  by  satisfying  the  people  that  they 
are  in  security  against  oppression.  You  cannot  govern  the 
Colonies  without  carrying  this  power  to  the  spot ;  instead 
of  sending  it  with  the  necessary  and  constitutional  checks, 
you  are  going  to  send  out  a  Commission  to  exercise,  not  the 
constitutional,  but  the  dictatorial  power  of  the  Crown. 

Tlie  Houie  divided. 

The  yeas  went  forth  : 

Tfillers  for  the  ve-is  S^^^  ^'"'^  Lisbume,  -     -    \] 
leJlers  lor  the  yeas,|,p|^g  j^^^  Cranbome,     -   S 

rp  11       r     .u  ^  Liord  Richard  Cavendish,    7    ^^a 

Tellers  for  the  noes,|j^^_  ^^^^^^.^^^^^^^^^^  '   |  64 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

And  the  question  being  put.  That  the  words  last  proposed 
to  be  left  out,  stand  part  of  the  question  ; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  the  main  question  being  put, 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill ;  and 
that  the  Lord  North,  Lord  George  Germaine,  Mr.  Charles 
Townshend,  the  Lord  Beauchamp,  Mr.  Cornwall,  Mr.  At- 
torney-General, Mr.  Solicitor-General,  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  and 
Mr.  Robinson,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Monday,  November  27,  1775. 

The  Lord  North  presented  to  the  House,  according  to 
order,  a  Bill  to  prohibit  all  Trade  and  Intercourse  with  the 
Colonies  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode- 
Island,  Connecticut,  New-  York,  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
the  three  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virgi- 
nia, North- Carolina,  South- Carolina,  and  Georgia,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  present  Rebellion  within  the  said 
Colonies  respectively ;  for  repealing  an  Act  made  in  the 
iburteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  to  dis- 
continue the  Landing  and  Discharging,  Lading  or  Shipping, 
of  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  at  the  Town  and  within 
the  Harbour  of  Boston,  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay;  and  also  two  Acts,  made  in  the  last  session  of  Par- 
liament, for  restraining  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the 
Colonies  in  the  said  Acts  respectively  mentioned ;  and  to 
enable  his  Majesty  to  appoint  Commissioners,  and  to  issue 
Proclamations  in  the  cases,  and  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned. 

And  the  same  was  received,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  thesaid  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Friday  morning  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Bill  be  printed. 
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Friday,  December  .5,  1776. 

The  Bill  was,  according  to  order,  read  a  second  time ; 

And  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  question  being  put, 
that  the  Bill  be  committed  ; 

Lord  North  said,  if  there  was  anything  which  carried  an 
air  of  severity  in  the  bill,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  Ame- 
rica liereelf  to  prevent  its  operation  ;  for  all  tliat  the  people 
of  any  Colony  had  to  do,  was  to  own  the  legislative  supre- 
macy o(  Great  Britain,  as  the  parent  and  controlling  State  ; 
or,  if  unwilling  to  accede  to  any  general  declaration  of  that 
kind,  to  contribute,  of  their  own  accord,  towards  the  sup- 
port of  Government,  as  one  of  the  parts  of  the  empire  en- 
titled to  the  protection  of  the  whole. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Walpok.  My  sentiments  have  been 
so  rarely  delivered  in  this  House,  that  some  gentlemen  con- 
sider me  as  one  of  those  who  have  lately  changed  their 
opinions  respecting  America.  Had  I,  indeed,  formerly  ap- 
proved the  measures  of  Government  towards  the  Colonies, 
the  ill  success  which  has  resulted,  and  which  is  likely  to  re- 
sult, from  them,  would  now  convince  me  of  the  expediency 
of  changing  the  system  of"  our  conduct.  My  sentiments, 
however,  have  been  confirmed,  not  altered,  by  our  late  un- 
successful experiments  in  America,  as  I  have  constantly  dis- 
approved every  act  for  imposing  taxes  on  the  Colonies. 

Resjjecting  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  I  must 
oppose  it,  because,  of  all  our  proceedings,  this  appears  to  me 
the  most  violent  and  impolitick.  It  begins  with  a  formal, 
indiscriminate  declaration  of  war  against  the  inhabitants  of 
thirteen  Colonies ;  and  after  authorizing  a  general  seizure 
and  confiscation  of  their  effects,  it  concludes  with  a  falla- 
cious, nugatory  provision  respecting  the  attainment  of  peace. 
Concerning  the  first  of  these  objects,  I  must  observe,  that 
were  it  both  justifiable  and  expedient  to  seize  and  confiscate 
the  property  of  the  Colonists,  without  discrimination,  the 
time  for  doing  it  is  past,  and  the  measure  becomes  impracti- 
cable by  that  total  suspension  of  commerce  which  has  now 
taken  place  in  America.  Twelve  months  ago,  indeed,  an 
attempt  of  this  kind  might  have  succeeded ;  but  its  success 
would  have  been  ruinous  to  multitudes  of  British  merchants, 
who  were  either  immediately  or  remotely  interested  in  the 
cargoes  of  all  American  vessels,  wherever  dispersed,  and 
especially  of  those  laden  with  corn,  which  the  Americans 
were  honourably  sending  us  in  discharge  of  their  debts,  and 
which  was  necessary  to  preserve  Europe  from  famine.  The 
attempt  was,  therefore,  wisely  suspended,  as  indeed  every 
other  hostile  measure  ought  to  have  been,  since  it  is  impos- 
sible for  us  to  injure  the  Colonies  without  suffering  by  the 
distress  which  we  may  occasion  them.  But  if  it  was  expe- 
dient to  delay  the  seizure  of  American  ships  while  they 
were  in  our  power,  it  must  be  absurd  to  attempt  it  when 
the  measure  is  no  longer  practicable,  or  at  least  when  our 
only  captures  will  be  privateers,  which  a  knowledge  of  this 
act  will  provoke  the  Colonists  to  fit  out,  in  order  to  distress 
our  West-India  trade,  and  make  reprisals  for  those  depreda- 
tions which  we  are  now  going  to  authorize ;  unless,  indeed, 
the  severe  penalties  of  this  bill  should,  as  I  think  they  will, 
induce  the  Americans  to  open  their  ports  to  the  ships  of 
other  maritime  Powers,  and  invite  foreigners  to  supply  their 
wants — a  proceeding  which  would  compel  us  to  seize  the 
effects  of  the  subjects  of  other  States,  and  eventually  in- 
volve us  in  a  disastrous* -Ewropean  war. 

Respecting  the  concluding  part  of  this  bill,  I  cannot  but 
think  the  provision  which  it  makes  for  peace  is  very  inade- 
quate to  the  attainment  of  it ;  for  the  provision  consists  only 
of  a  power  in  certain  circumstances,  to  grant  particular  par- 
dons and  exemptions  from  the  penalties  of  this  act.  But 
will  the  offer  of  pardon  satisfy  men  who  acknowledge  no 
crime,  and  who  are  conscious  not  of  doing,  but  of  suffering 
wrong  ?  Or  will  the  prospect  of  an  exemption  from  commer- 
cial seizures,  without  the  redress  of  any  grievance,  disarm 
those  who  have  deliberately  refused  all  commerce  until  their 
grievances  shall  be  redressed  ?  A  noble  Lord,  who  is  now 
become  the  Minister  for  America,  has  indeed  told  us  that  no- 
thing should  be  granted  to  the  Colonists  until  they  shall  have 
laid  down  their  arms  and  made  an  unconditional  submission 
to  our  claims.  Very  little,  however,  must  his  Lordship  know 
of  human  nature,  or  of  the  people  annexed  to  his  department, 
if  he  thinks  the  motives  which  have  induced  them  to  associate, 
arm,  and  fight,  in  the  defence  of  their  supposed  rights,  will 
not  forever  prevent  the  return  of  peace,  unless  more  adequate 
and  just  provisions  be  made  for  obtaining  it. 
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The  only  benefit  which  has  resulted  from  our  unhai)py 
contest  with  America  is,  that  by  it  we  have  been  led  to  re- 
vert to  the  first  principles  of  civil  polity.  After  numerous 
struggles  between  the  powers  and  opinions  of  contending 
parties,  we  all  now  agree  in  this  fundamental  truth,  that 
civil  government  was  instituted  to  benefit  the  many  wlio  are 
governed,  and  not  the  few  who  govern ;  or,  in  other  words, 
that  its  proper  end  is,  the  preservation  of  life,  freedom,  and 
property  ;  and  of  these,  the  latter  has,  under  our  Constitu- 
tion, been  the  object  of  peculiar  care.  Indeed,  the  very 
nature  of  property,  as  it  is  constantly  defined,  requires  that 
the  proprietor  alone  should  have  a  right  to  dispose  of  his 
property;  ^nd  therefore  it  is  that,  by  the  most  solemn  pro- 
visions of  our  Government,  the  consent  of  those  from  whom 
money  is  wanted  for  national  services  is  made  indispensably 
necessary.  I  have  attentively  considered  tiie  peculiar  rights 
of  this  House  respecting  the  imposition  of  taxes,  and  also, 
the  usual  words,  forms,  and  circumstances,  of  our  pecuniary 
grants,  which  of  themselves  sufficiently  prove  that  a  right 
of  granting  away  the  property  of  our  constituents  is  totally 
distinct  and  different  from  a  right  of  making  laws  to  govern 
them.  We  are  the  only  branch  of  the  Legislature  that 
represents  the  people  and  property  of  Great  Britain,  (the 
Peers  sitting  by  titles  derived  from  the  Crown,)  and  there- 
fore a  grant  of  this  House,  in  its  representative  capacity, 
necessarily  precedes  the  imposition  of  any  tax  on  the  people. 
This  appears  from  the  tenour  of  all  the  acts  for  raising  sup- 
plies, which  begin  with  reciting  that  "  the  Commons  "  alone, 
separately  and  distinctly,  have  fii-st  granted  the  rates,  duties, 
and  innrositions,  intended  to  be  levied,  and  afterwards  pro- 
ceed to  enact,  by  the  joint  authority  of  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  that  the  sums  which  have  been  thus  distinctly 
granted  by  the  latter,  shall  be  collected  according  to  the  in- 
tention of  their  several  grants.  And  in  the  very  same  man- 
ner, the  legislative  assent  of  Parliament  was  always  required 
to  authorize  a  collection  of  the  subsidies  formerly  granted 
by  the  clergy  in  convocation ;  though  yet,  without  a  pre- 
vious grant  from  the  clergy,  no  taxes  were  collected  from 
them  by  authority  of  Parliament,  until  the  reign  of  Charles 
II,  when  they  obtained  a  share  in  the  national  representa- 
tion. And,  excepting  the  perplexity  which  late  sophistical 
fallacies  may  have  occasioned  on  this  subject,  no  privilege 
of  our  Constitution  was  ever  better  ascertained,  more  gene- 
rally understood,  or  more  confidently  believed,  than  the  pri- 
vilege which  Englishmen,  for  a  long  succession  of  ages,  have 
enjoyed,  of  being  taxed  only  with  their  own  consent,  or  that 
of  their  representatives.  In  virtue  of  this  privilege  it  was, 
that  the  unrepresented  people  o[  America  refused  to  pay  the 
taxes  we  have  lately  imposed  on  them — a  refusal  which  has 
been  followed  by  a  series  of  intemperate  and  violent  acts 
on  our  part,  and  by  a  loss  of  our  former  dominion  over  thir- 
teen of  the  Colonies  on  that  continent.  To  recover  the 
affection,  the  commerce,  and  the  allegiance  of  the  people  of 
these  Colonies,  should  be  the  end  of  all  our  endeavours. 
The  measures  which  we  have  hitherto  pursued  for  this  end 
have  produced  none  but  the  most  pernicious  consequences ; 
it  is  time,  therefore,  to  profit  by  experience,  to  grow  wise  by 
misfortunes,  and  to  try  the  effects  of  a  different  system  of 
conduct.  Enough,  and  I  fear  too  much,  has  been  already 
attempted  by  irritation,  by  menace,  and  by  violence.  Let 
these  give  way  to  milder  proceedings.  Let  us  seek  for 
peace ;  not  by  carrying  war  and  desolation  over  the  countries 
we  would  govern ;  not  by  destroying  the  sources  of  that 
commerce  we  would  regain  ;  not  by  exciting  irreconcilable 
hatred  in  those  whose  affections  we  should  reconciliate ;  but 
by  pursuing  the  dictates  of  reason,  humanity,  and  justice, 
which  are  all  repugnant  to  every  part  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Cornwall  did  not  see  how  the  dispute  with  America 
would  be  ))roductive  of  a  war  with  any  European  Power. 
He  imagined  the  reverse  ;  because  Spain  in  particular,  feel- 
ing a  similarity  of  situation  and  interest,  instead  of  encou- 
raging America  in  acts  of  disobedience  to  the  parent  State, 
would  rather  contribute  everything  in  her  power  to  suppress 
a  revolt,  which,  in  example,  might  be  fatal  to  her  own  inte- 
rests in  the  new  world.  He  observed  that  great  stress,  he 
foresaw,  would  be  laid  on  that  part  of  the  bill  which  sub- 
jected all  ships,  merchandise,  &.C.,  which  belonged  to  the 
people  of  America,  or  any  persons  whatever,  found  trading 
to  that  country,  to  forfeiture  and  confiscation ;  but  if  the 
present  state  of  that  country  were  only  considered  for  an 
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instant,  the  propriety  of  that  part  of  the  bill  must  be  self- 
evident;  for  as  the  non-exportation  and  non-importation 
agreement  had  unconditionally  taken  place  tlie  10th  oi  Sep- 
tember last,  the  inevitable  consequence  would  be,  that  all 
trade  being  at  an  end  between  both  countries,  a  communi- 
cation would  be  open  between  America  and  the  several 
maritime  and  commercial  nations  of  Europe — particularly 
France  and  the  United  Provinces.  He  said,  in  the  present 
state  of  things,  however  great  our  native  strength  and  re- 
sources might  be,  such  was  the  nature  of  a  land  war,  to  be 
carried  on  in  that  distant  part  of  the  worid,  that  we  could 
never  expect  to  succeed:  therefore  the  present  bill  was 
necessary,  as,  by  restraining  their  maritime  intercourse  with 
other  nations,  it  would  completely  cut  off  all  their  re- 
sources, and  give  Great  Britain  die  advantage  of  exerting 
her  strengdi  on  that  element  where  she  never  found  an 
equal.  He  concluded  with  asserting,  that  the  government 
of  this  empire  was  placed  in  the  British  Parliament ;  that 
of  course  whatever  the  British  Parliament,  in  its  wisdom 
and  justice,  decreed,  was,  to  all  intents,  constructions,  and 
purposes,  binding  upon  every  other  part  of  the  whole  em- 
pire. 

Mr.  Dunning  said,  that  whatever  doubts  prevailed  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session,  whether  the  speech  from  the  Throne 
predicted  war  or  peace,  no  one  could  now  be  at  a  loss  to 
know  its  genuine  import.  He  was  one  who  looked  upon  it, 
from  the  very  beginning,  to  be  a  formal  declaration  of  war 
against  all  America.  He  was  every  day  more  and  more 
satisfied  that  his  suspicions  were  well-founded  ;  but  now  he 
had  nothing  to  prevent  him  from  pronouncing  with  cer- 
tainty that  he  was  fully  justified  in  his  opinion  that  war, 
and  a  war  of  the  most  unrelenting  and  bloody  complexion, 
was  meant  to  be  made  on  those  devoted  people.  He  was 
tolerably  versed  in  history,  nor  was  he  ignorant  of  the  laws 
of  his  country  ;  but  never,  within  the  compass  of  his  read- 
ing or  knowledge,  did  he  hear  of  such  a  rebellion  as  the 
present.  Who,  said  he,  are  the  Rebels  ?  AVhat  are  the 
principles  they  controvert  ?  Who  is  the  Prince  to  whom 
they  profess  obedience  ?  But,  turning  from  those  matters, 
which  are  only  a  fit  subject  for  ridicule,  do  not  the  conse- 
quences promise  to  be  serious  ?  Let  us  think  only  for  a 
minute  of  the  manner  we  have  been  treated.  How  is  it 
possible  we  can  proceed  an  inch,  with  any  propriety,  widi- 
out  the  necessary  information  ?  This,  it  is  possible,  may  be 
a  good  bill ;  it  may  be  the  only  measure  left  us  to  adopt, 
which  may  be  the  means  of  bringing  that  country  back  to 
a  proper  sense  of  her  duty ;  but  is  there  one  gentleman  in 
this  House,  even  one  honourable  member  on  the  Treasury 
bench,  who  will  rise  and  tell  me  that  his  support  to  the 
present  bill  arises  from  his  information,  or  will  take  upon 
himself  to  stake  his  general  support  of  the  bill  upon  infor- 
mation had,  but  not  proper  to  be  communicated  to  this 
House  ?  I  am  certain,  bold  and  enterprising  as  many  of 
them  are,  there  is  not  one.  The  Americans  have  prayed 
for  redress  of  grievances.  The  language  of  the  House  is, 
subdue  them  first,  and  then  hear  and  consider  their  com- 
plaints ;  if  they  dare  to  resist,  starve  them,  destroy  their 
trade,  seize  their  shipping,  waste  their  lands,  block  up  their 
ports,  and  prohibit  their  fisheries ;  let  them  have  no  means 
of  subsistence  either  upon  earth  or  sea.  Will  men,  inherit- 
ing the  free  spirit  of  ancestors  who  relinquished  die  sweets 
of  civil  society  in  their  native  country,  when  oppression  and 
tyranny  was  predominant,  to  breathe  the  pure  air  of  freedom 
in  a  wilderness,  bear  all  this  ?  Is  it  not,  in  so  many  words, 
calling  upon  them.  Ye  cowards  of  America,  relinquish  your 
claims  to  the  rights  of  mankind,  or  we  will  crush  you  as  a 
people  ?  Are  these  the  words  of  a  wise,  a  just,  a  lenient 
Administration  ?  or  are  they  not  rather  the  bloody  decla- 
rations of  an  exasperated,  unrelenting  faction,  who,  disap- 
pointed in  their  views  of  arbitrary  power,  are  for  pouring 
vengeance  on  those  who  have  the  fortitude  to  oppose  their 
measures  ?  And  who  are  they  that  are  to  crush  these  cow- 
ards ?  Not  Englishmen.  Earth  and  seas  are  ransacked  for 
foreign  mercenaries,  to  cut  the  throats  of  natural-bom  loyal 
subjects. 

I  cannot  sit  down  without  saying  a  word  or  two  relative 
to  the  manifest  partiality  Administration  has  lately  shown  to 
a  neighbouring  kingdom,  (Ireland,)  which  used  not  to  be 
in  very  high  esteem.  No  longer  tyrannized  over  and  op- 
pressed, she  has  suddenly  become  a  favourite ;  she  has  been 
lately  told  by  the  Minister  there  that  she  might  have  Hes- 
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sians  or  Brunstnckers,  or  she  miglit  have  none ;  and  that 
tliey  should  be  paid  by  this  country  on  the  present  occasion. 
Tills  sure  is  a  happy  change.  Ireland  may  have  foreigners  ; 
she  may  have  tiiem  for  nothing ;  and  she  is  fairly  told,  she 
shall  not  have  one  without  the  consent  of  Parliament ;  and, 
even  if  she  should  consent,  she  shall  not  pay  a  single  shil- 
ling towards  their  maintenance  or  support.  Great  Britain 
shall  have  foreigners,  whether  she  will  or  not ;  Ireland  may 
have  them  if  she  pleases ;  but  even  then  Great  Britain  shall 
pay  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  complained  of  the  conduct 
of  Administration,  in  keeping  ever)'thing  secret ;  it  was  very 
probable,  if  Administration  could  have  kept  it  a  secret  that 
the  King's  troops  were  defeated  at  Lexington  in  April, 
or  that  they  suffered  worse  than  a  defeat  at  Bu7iker's  Hill, 
we  should  have  never  heard  of  those  two  very  mortifying 
occurrences;  nor  that  an  army  often  thousand  men,  with 
a  most  formidable  train  of  artillery,  and  commanded  by  four 
Generals  of  reputation,  have  been  blocked  up  during  t^e 
whole  summer  by  a  body  of  people  who  have  been  described 
in  this  House,  ever  since  their  names  have  been  firet  men- 
tioned, as  a  mere  cowardly  rabble.  He  could  easily  discern 
that  the  bill  breathed  nothing  but  war,  and  that  not  of  an 
ordinary  nature  ;  for  it  was  not  a  war  that  might  be  stifled 
or  compromised  by  a  mixture  of  assertion  or  concession,  but 
made  upon  a  principle  of  niin  to  one  of  the  parties,  if  not  to 
both ;  in  short,  it  was  a  war  of  mere  revenge,  not  of  jus- 
tice. 

Mr.  Fox  presaged  no  good  from  the  bill  proposed ;  if  no 
terms  are  to  be  accepted,  he  said,  but  unconditional  sub- 
mission, nothing  could  expose  the  folly  of  Administration 
more  than  to  expect  it.  From  the  commencement  of  the 
present  contest,  every  step  has  marked  the  Ministerial  mea- 
sures with  weakness  or  absurdity  ;  widi  arrogance  at  one 
time  and  meanness  at  another.  At  first  setting  out,  the  cry 
was,  tax  America ;  and,  if  she  complains,  tax  her  more. 
When  this  would  not  go  down,  the  tone  was  lowered:  ac- 
knowledge the  right  of  taxation,  and  we  will  forego  the 
exercise.  This,  too,  was  rejected.  Tax  yourselves  in  a 
certain  proportion,  and  raise  the  revenue  as  you  please. 
That,  too,  refused.  Then  comes,  Acknowledge,  ye  slaves, 
unlimited  obedience  to  the  British  Parliament,  or  the  indig- 
nation of  the  State  shall  be  roused  against  you,  and  the 
whole  weight  of  Great  Britain  fall  heavy  upon  you.  Now 
the  terrible  day  is  arrived ;  the  British  Lion  roars,  and  the 
forests  quake.  Neighbouring  nations  wait  with  impatience 
to  see  the  event,  and  Britons  to  be  enriched  with  the  spoils. 
"  Parturiunt  montes,  et  nascitur  ridiculus  mus." 

Mr.  Attorney-General  [TAitrfow]  wished,  if  taking  up 
arms  against  the  State  is  not  rebellion,  that  his  learned 
friend  would  define  what  it  is.  Our  ancestors,  he  said,  op- 
posed the  encroachments  of  one  branch  of  the  Legislature 
upon  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  other  two.  The  Ame- 
ricans rise  in  arm's  against  the  legal  acts  of  the  whole  Le- 
gislature, King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  in  their  full  plenitude 
of  uncontrollable  authority ;  and  set  at  defiance  the  Exe- 
cutive powers  of  the  State,  as  incapable  of  carrying  those 
legal  acts  into  execution.  The  distinction,  he  believed,  was 
obvious.  He  insisted  that  no  troops  had  been  offered  to 
Ireland,  as  asserted  by  his  learned  friend,  who,  he  feared, 
laid  too  much  stress  upon  newspaper  information.  Even  if 
the  fact  were  so,  this  was  not  the  proper  time  to  debate  it, 
nor  could  he  perceive  what  kind  of  relation  there  was  between 
the  su])posed  offer  made  to  Ireland  and  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration. 

Mr,  Burke  reprobated  the  bill  as  unprecedented  in  the 
annals  of  history.  It  was  a  bilP,  in  every  light  it  could  be 
viewed,  diabolically  constructed  ;  for  it  inflicted  punishment 
for  acts  thought  innocent  at  the  time  they  were  committed, 
and  legalized  others  which  were  acts  of  atrocious  plunder 
and  robbery.  Our  Saviour  sent  his  Apostles  to  teach  and 
proclaim  peace  to  all  nations ;  ,but  the  political  Apostles  to 
be  sent  out  by  this  bill  would  be  the  harbingers  of  civil  war, 
in  all  its  most  horrid  and  hideous  forms,  accompanied  by  fire, 
sword  and  famine. 

Mr.  T.  Toumshend  was  severe  on  the  ostensible  Minister, 
who  was  but  a  mere  shadow  of  authority,  all  real  power 
being  lodged  in  the  person  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
sat  next  him,  [Mr.  Jenkinson.] 

Mr.  Jenkinson  said,  he  did  not  understand  what  such  in- 
sinuations led  to,  if  not  to  mislead  the  House ;  that  he  had 


always  acted  conformably  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
and  defied  his  accusers  to  point  out  a  single  instance  to  the 
contrary. 

Ijord  George  Cavendish  said,  the  manufactures  were 
daily  declining  in  almost  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
consequences  of  ihis  bill  must  be  dreadful,  as  he  supposed, 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  it  would  throw  above  forty  thou- 
sand hands  out  of  employment. 

Lord  Stanley  could  not  contradict  the  noble  Lord's  gene- 
ral information,  but  he  could  venture  to  affirm, it  was  not  the 
case  in  Lancashire, 

Mr.  Temple  Luttrell.  When  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Treasury  first  gave  notice  of  this  bill,  he  told  us  it 
was  his  intention  to  repeal  the  three  acts  restrictive  on  the 
trade  of  I^eW'England,  and  certain  other  Colonies,  as  in- 
sufficient to  the  purpose  he  had  in  view.  Now,  if  I  have 
comprehended  the  noble  Lord  aright,  he  has  at  different 
times  professed  to  have  in  view  two  very  distinct  and  con- 
tradictory purposes :  the  one  to  accelerate  a  peace,  the  other 
to  continue  the  war  with  energy,  and  a  profuse  effusion  of 
blood.  If  the  noble  Lord  would  repeal  these  iniquitous  acts, 
and  suspend  all  other  hostile  proceedings  for  the  present,  he 
may  probably  lay  the  groundwork  of  peace  ;  but  if  he  pro- 
ceeds to  a  more  diffuse  and  rigorous  severity,  he  will  put  an 
end  to  every  ray  of  hope  that  could  be  entertained  of  sincere 
or  effectual  conciliation.  One  hope,  sir,  I  will,  however,  still 
entertain,  and  which  I  am  neither  afraid  nor  ashamed  to 
avow ;  it  is,  that  the  Americans  may  prove  successful  in  the 
maintenance  of  their  just  rights.  Sir,  I  heariily  wish  them 
success,  for  their  sakes,  who  have  been  grossly  injured ;  and 
I  wish  it  for  our  own.  We  have  now  before  us  a  dreadful 
alternative ;  if  the  Colonists  gain  the  victory,  we  bid  fare- 
well to  the  most  valuable  branch  of  the  commerce  of  Great 
Britain,  and  we  no  longer  hold  that  pro-eminent  distinction 
which  the  triumphs  of  the  last  war,  and  our  superior  form 
of  Government,  gave  us  a  just  tide  to  among  the  Powers  of 
Europe.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Ministerial  Army  should 
come  off  with  conquest,  to  judge  by  your  nordiern  ad- 
dresses; by  the  accommodating  temper  of  the  military,  (so 
different  from  former  times ;)  and,  above  all,  to  judge  by  tne 
complexion  of  our  present  rulers,  the  liberties  of  England 
must  inevitably  fall  a  sacrifice  on  the  American  continent. 
But,  sir,  I  trust  the  eyes  of  Great  Britain  will  open  ere  it 
be  too  late,  and  that  she  will  discover  the  dangerous  preci- 
pice, on  the  brink  of  which  she  at  this  day  stands.  Sir,  I 
venture  to  foretell,  that  if  these  violent  measures  of  coercion 
be  further  persevered  in,  you  will  involve  every  district  of 
the  British  dominions  throughout  the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe  in  the  various  calamities  and  horrours  of  your  unna- 
tural civir  war.  Surely,  sir,  the  country  gentlemen,  who  are 
so  frequently  called  upon  from  all  sides  of  the  House,  now 
they  are  retiring  into  the  country,  must  ponder  during  the 
Christmas  recess,  on  the  mischiefs  they  have  been  accessary 
to,  and  will  return  to  Parliament  with  sentiments  of  contri- 
tion, and  such  sentiments  as  have  usually  actuated  that  valu- 
able body  of  Englishmen.  Neither  will  I  despair  of  seeing 
this  Parliament,  which  has  borrowed  the  name  of  the  me- 
morable Coventry  Parliament,  and  copied  so  many  of  its 
misdeeds,  take  from  it  the  only  good  precedent  it  can  afford. 
The  Coventry  Parliament,  in  the  fifth  oi  Henry  IV,  (about 
the  month  of  January,)  having  granted  to  the  Crown  very 
exorbitant  and  unjustifiable  taxes,  a  very  few  weeks  after 
caused  the  record  containing  that  grant  to  be  committed  to 
the  flames,  hoping,  by  such  expedient,  to  prevent  their  of- 
fence from  being  discovered  to  future  generations.  Let  us, 
sir,  follow  that  bright  example,  and  have  all  the  American 
acts  passed  since  1763,  whether  relative  to  unlimited  sove- 
reignty, to  famine,  or  to  taxation,  selected  from  your  rolls, 
and  put  into  the  fire ;  and  when  you  send  Commissioners 
over  to  Boston,  with  the  olive-branch  of  peace  in  one  hand, 
I  would  have  them,  instead  of  the  exterminating  sword  of 
war,  carry  in  the  other  a  cinerary  vase,  filled  with  the  ashes 
of  those  defunct  parchments,  to  be  a  sacrifice  at  the  tree  of 
liberty,  where  they  should  be  hurried,  and  with  them  our 
mutual  animosities,  and  every  idea  that  might  hereafter  grow 
up  to  malice,  reproach,  or  mistrust.  Such  a  legation,  and 
such  credentials,  would  be  worthy  the  wisdom  and  justice 
of  the  British  Legislature,  and  restore  your  empire  to  its 
former  splendour  and  prosperity ;  but  if  the  character  of 
herald  be  to  predominate  in  this  Commission,  there  is  not 
one  leaf  of  the  olive-branch  will  be  accepted  of  in  America 
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till  you  have  riveted  fetters  on  the  last  liand  that  has  nerves 
able  to  resist  you.  I  know,  sir,  that  for  a  subject  to  resist 
the  Executive  power  of  the  Government  over  that  society 
of  which  he  is  a  member,  must  be  deemed  an  act  of  rebel- 
lion, unless  such  Executive  power  shall  have  committed  a 
prior  act  of  rebellion  against  its  creators — the  people ;  for 
then  it  virtually  lays  itself  under  an  interdict ;  and  resistance 
is  not  only  pardonable,  but  praiseworthy — it  becomes  the 
duty  of  every  good  citizen  ;  therefore  the  glorious  founders 
of  the  Revolution  in  1688  were  patriots,  not  rebels ;  and 
the  foreign  Princes  they  brought  over,  and  seated  on  the 
throne  of  England,  in  preference  to  all  hereditary  claims  of 
succession,  were  legal  sovereigns,  and  not  usurpers.  Sir, 
1  shall  repeatedly  affirm,  that  the  administrators  of  Govern- 
ment in  tliis  country  were  guilty  of  a  heinous  act  of  rebel- 
lion, when  they  sent  fleets  on  fleets,  and  armies  on  armies, 
to  America,  to  compel  the  Colonists  to  admit  of  taxation. 
Three  millions  of  people,  three  thousand  miles  distant,  with- 
out one  delegate  in  your  legislative  body,  and  so  eccentral 
with  respect  to  this  Island  as  not  to  be  possibly  compre- 
hended in  virtual  representation,  occupying  a  territory  of 
such  magnitude  that  were  you  to  take  from  the  map  of  it 
the  extent  of  the  British  Isles,  the  defect  would  scarcely  be 
visible  to  the  most  accurate  eye ; — I  say,  sir,  this  was  re- 
bellion against  the  fundamental  Constitution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, established  on  reason  and  the  natural  rights  of  man- 
kind, from  the  earliest  ages,  confirmed  century  after  century 
and  reign  after  reign  ;  it  was  rebellion  in  the  fullest  sense  of 
the  word  against  the  inalienable  rights  of  such  an  imperial 
mass  of  British  freemen.  Such  is  my  law ;  such  1  hold  to 
be  the  law  of  common  sense,  and  such  I  understand  to  be 
the  efficient  law  of  the  land.  Sir,  I  shall  certainly  give  my 
vote  to  reject  this  bill.  I  abominate  every  principle  on  which 
it  is  founded. 

Mr.  Bayley  said  he  must  tell  those  vociferous  gentlemen, 
who  were  calling  out  in  such  a  hurry  for  the  question,  that 
he  must  first  call  on  the  noble  Lord  [North]  for  his  estate, 
which  was  going  to  be  taken  from  him  by  this  bill.  He 
said  if  all  trade  and  intercourse  were  stopped  between  the 
West-Indies  and  North-America,  the  plantations  were  at 
once  ruined,  as  it  was  impossible  to  make  either  sugar  or 
rum,  or  send  it  to  this  country,  without  American  supplies. 
That  as  soon  as  it  was  made  lawful  to  take  American  ves- 
sels, he  did  not  doubt  but  all  the  sugar  ships  would  be  made 
prizes  of;  for  as  they  were  obliged  to  come  home  by  the 
coast  of  America,  it  would  be  easy  for  a  petty  officer  of  a 
man-of-war  to  say  those  ships  were  found  hovering  upon 
that  coast,  and  that  they  had  arms  and  gunpowder  on  board, 
(which  no  merchant-ship  is  without,)  and  were  going  to 
supply  the  Rebels  with  them ;  this  pretence  is  sufficient  to 
condemn  them ;  so  that  every  planter's  property  would  be 
confiscated  and  shared  amongst  the  favourites  of  the  Minis- 
ter. Proof  had  been  given  to  the  House  that  the  annual 
exports  to  North- America,  before  this  fatal  war  broke  out, 
amounted  to  three  millions  and  a  half,  of  which  more  than 
three-fourths  were  of  our  own  manufactures ;  and  that  we 
got  great  profit  from  the  other  fourth ;  but  that  the  whole 
of  this  exj)ortation  was  lost,  as  also  six  hundred  thousand 
pounds  exported  in  the  same  manner  from  Scotland.  That 
the  West-Indies  took  more  than  one  million  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  annually  oi  British  manufactory,  and  four 
hundred  and  seventy  thousand  pounds  worth  of  goods  were 
annually  exported  to  Africa,  to  carry  on  the  West-India 
trade ;  all  this  added  together,  amounted  to  the  amazing 
sum  of  nearly  six  millions  sterling ;  and  if  this  bill  passed, 
the  whole  of  this  immense  export  would  be  stopped,  and 
thereby  so  great  a  national  benefit  would  be  lost,  besides  the 
infinite  advantages  we  reaped  on  our  trade  and  imports  from 
thence,  and  a  million  of  net  money  annually  paid  into  the 
Exchequer.  Therefore,  he  implored  gentlemen  would  con- 
sider whether  it  was  not  madness  to  risk  so  great  a  loss,  and 
put  the  nation  to  so  immense  an  expense  of  blood  and  trea- 
sure, in  order  to  establish  an  arbitrary  and  unjust  right  in 
America,  as  taxing  them  withoqt  their  own  consent,  and 
which  the  Minister  confessed  he  never  meant  to  make  use 
of  Besides  this,  he  would  advise  gentlemen  to  reflect, 
whether,  as  soon  as  commissions  were  given  to  one  cruiser 
to  take  and  make  prizes  of  all  vessels  which  were  found  on 
the  coast  of  America  with  arms  and  ammunition  on  board, 
if  this  would  not  inevitably  involve  us  in  a  war  with  France 
and  Spain,  as  their  ships  and  gallions  all  came  home  from 
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their  American  Colonies  by  the  coast  of  ^/n€nca,  and  were 
well  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition,  which  would  give 
just  the  same  pretence  for  seizing  them  as  our  own  vessels. 
Even  tlie  stopping  and  searching  may  as  reasonably  be  sup- 
posed to  give  as  much  offence  to  them  as  the  Spaniards 
gave  to  us,  when  the  war  before  the  last  was  actually  de- 
clared against  the  Spaniards,  for  no  other  reason  than  stop- 
ping and  searching  our  vessels  in  the  West-Indies. 
The  House  then  divided.     The  yeas  went  forth  : 

Tellei^  for  the  yeas,  \  J'"LLo'd  ^["fV'     " 
■'      '  ^  tsir  Lreorge  UsOome,  - 

Tellers  for  the  noes,  K!'"  "?r'^'    "     "     ' 
(  Mr.  Johnstone,      -     - 

So  it  was  resolved  in  die  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  projiosed, 
That  this  House  will,  upon  Tuesday  next,  resolve  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  upon  the  said  Bill ; 

Upon  this,  several  gentlemen  begged  Lord  North  to  post- 
pone it  for  a  few  days,  to  give  the  West-India  merchants 
and  planters,  who  had  advertised  a  meeting  of  their  body  on 
this  Bill  for  the  6th,  an  opportunity  of  laying  before  the 
House  any  information  they  might  judge  necessary.  For  this 
purpose,  an  amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the 
question,  by  leaving  out  the  word  "  next,"  and  inserting  the 
word  "  sevennight,"  instead  thereof. 

And  the  question  being  put.  That  the  word  "  next"  starfd 
part  of  the  question  ; 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  the  main  question  being  put,  That  this  House  will, 
upon  Tuesday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  upon  the  said  Bill ; 

The  House  divided.     The  yeas  went  forth : 

Tellere  for  the  veas  \  ^^-  ^^'""^<'«'    "    ' 
ieiiers  lor  tne  yeas,  j  ^^  j^^^  ^^_  ^^^^^ 

Tellers  for  the  noes,  <  n,  *  ,^       ^' 
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Mr.  Morant,   - 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Tuesday,  December  6,  1775. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  House  to 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  upon 
the  Bill, 

Lord  Folkestone  observed,  that  the  bill,  in  its  present 
form,  was  the  strangest  heterogeneous  mixture  of  war  and 
conciliation  imaginable.  He  said,  that  the  disparity  of 
numbers  in  the  House  of  those  inclmed  to  war  and  those 
who  wished  for  peace  was  very  great,  but  nothing  like  the 
disparity  in  the  clauses  of  the  bill ;  that  there  were  thirty- 
five  clauses  that  aimed  at  desolation,  and  one  only — a  single 
one — that  pretended  to  be  pacifick ;  that  this  mixture  of 
hostility  and  conciliation  in  the  same  bill  could  proceed 
from  no  motive  but  a  desire,  either  of  confounding  the 
attention  by  the  variety  of  the  objects,  and  diverting  it  from 
observing  the  disparity  of  the  various  parts,  or  of  precluding 
debate,  by  continuing  the  subject-matter  of  two  bills  in 
one ;  that  both  these  reasons  were  indecent  and  unparlia- 
mentary. He  animadverted  on  the  immense  powers  con- 
veyed by  the  bill,  on  it  did  not  know  whom,  or  it  did  not 
know  how  many  or  how  few  Commissioners,  or  whether 
more  than  one,  and  observed  that  they  were  left  to  act  upon 
discretion,  nay,  without  any  rule  to  judge  by,  had  power 
to  suspend  the  act.  That  if  he  had  no  other  reason  for 
wishing  the  House  to  agree  to  the  motion  in  this  way,  there 
at  least  would  be  a  bill  of  peace  to  balance  one  that  pre- 
scribes nothing  but  war,  horror,  and  confiscation.  His 
Lordship,  on  these  principles,  moved, 

"  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee,  that  tliey 
do  divide  and  separate  the  said  Bill  into  two  Bills." 

Mr.  Dempster  seconded  him. 

Mr.  Rice  opposed  the  motion,  on  the  ground  that  the 
matter  of  the  bill  and  its  substantial  operation,  would  answer 
the  ideas  of  the  noble  Lord  as  well  in  one  bill  as  two. 

Mr.  Dempster  then  enlarged  upon  the  bill  itself,  and 
said,  he  wished  much  for  the  motion,  not  quite  for  the  same 
reasons  as  had  been  given  by  the  noble  Lord,  for  he  ap- 
proved of  that  part  which  treated  of  the  Commissioners ; 
for  though  he  thought  the  powers  too  great,  yet  great  pow- 
ers were  undoubtedly  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  com- 
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mission ;  that  it  greatly  distressed  him  in  his  vote,  wlien  he 
wished  well  to  one  part  of  a  bill,  and  looked  upon  the  other 
part  with  horrour,  and  earnestly  begged  the  motion  might 
pass,  as  it  would  relieve  him  from  great  difliculties. 

Mr.  Byiig  observed,  that  tiie  bringing  in  a  bill  of  such 
importance  as  the  present,  looked  as  if  Administration 
brought  the  bill  in  at  this  season  of  the  year  in  order  to 
avoid  the  opposition  it  would  probably  meet  from  the  coun- 
try gentlemen.  The  Minister  was  well  aware  that  tiie 
country  gentlemen  could  not  be  kept  in  town  this  season  of 
the  year. 

Sir  George  Yonge  objected  particularly  to  the  dispensing 
power  given  to  the  Commissioners,  which  he  considered  as 
lowering  Parliament,  and  making  it  appear  contemptible  in 
the  eyes  of  those  upon  the  continent,  who  already  enter- 
tained no  very  high  idea  of  its  free  agency,  and  who  must 
be  satisfied  that  it  would  not  voluntarily  submit  to  such  an 
indignity,  and  therefore  was  brought  to  submit  to  it  by  indi- 
rect means. 

Lord  North  said,  some  were  against  the  warlike  part  of 
the  birh,  others  against  the  pacifick  or  conciliatory  part, 
but  that  the  most  extraordinary  reason,  with  those  who 
wished  for  peace  and  supported  this  motion,  was  the  dis- 
pensing power  given  by  the  pacifick  clause ;  for,  if  the 
motion  passes,  the  power  of  dispensing  will  be,  of  dispens- 
ing with  the  pacifick,  and  not  with  the  hostile  bill.  He 
thought  it  fairer  to  declare  against  the  bill  in  toto ;  that,  he 
was  sure,  was  the  ultimate  wish  of  those  who  wanted  to 
divide  it  in  two ;  and  as  such,  he  should  strenuously  oppose 
any  motion  of  that  tendency. 

The  House  then  divided.     The  yeas  went  forth : 

rr.  11       /•      u              \  The  l^ord  Folkestone,  -     -    }    nA 
Tellers  for  the  yeas,  <  n,^  „ '  }    34 


Mr.  Byng, 
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So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

Sir  George  Hay  supported  the  first  clause  with  great 
earnestness.  He  said,  no  man  in  his  senses  could  doubt 
but  that  America  was  in  rebellion,  nor  that  the  present  bill 
was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  perfectly  justifiable  and  ne- 
cessary. He  expatiated  on  the  criminality  of  the -(^men- 
cans,  who,  he  said,  were  not  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of 
foreign  enemies,  but  as  criminals  of  the  blackest  dye ;  as 
Rebels,  who  to  the  enormities  of  war  added  moral  turpi- 
tude, and  the  basest  ingratitude.  He  took  a  large  compass 
in  defending  every  part  of  the  bill,  and  showed  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  it  was  founded  to  be  agreeable  to  the  prac- 
tice of  nations  on  similar  occasions,  which  did  not,  he  said, 
strictly  confine  the  State  to  the  formalities  of  war  in  the 
reduction  of  rebellious  subjects  to  obedience,  but  authorized 
the  greatest  severities,  and  even  massacres.  He  enlarged 
upon  the  lenity  of  the  bill,  considered  in  that  light,  and  con- 
cluded with  a  high  compliment  to  his  Majesty's  goodness  in 
graciously  condescending  to  bestow  upon  the  captors  the 
produce  of  the  prizes. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  added  to  the  applause  due  to  his 
Majesty's  generosity  in  giving  up  the  share  to  which  the 
Crown  is  entitled  of  the  spoils  of  the  enemy;  and  he  made 
no  doubt,  he  said,  but  that  the  framers  of  the  bill  had  been 
sufficiently  exact  in  measuring  out  the  several  proportions 
of  the  plunder  to  those  who  were  to  share  in  the  distribu- 
tion. But  who,  said  his  Lordship,  are  to  be  the  sufferers? 
From  whom  are  the  spoils  to  be  taken  ?  Not  from  the 
guilty,  (supposing,  for  argument  sake,  a  rebellion  to  exist  in 
America,)  not  from  Rebels  in  arms,  but  from  peaceful  mer- 
chants— men  who  dread  nothing  so  much  as  war,  and  who 
abhor  rebellion.  Will  the  honourable  gentleman,  or  any 
other  gentleman  in  this  House,  venture  to  assert  the  Ame- 
ricans are  in  rebellion  ?  The  framers  of  the  bill  have 
repeatedly  asserted  the  contrary,  and  have  made  it  their 
boast,  that  Government  have  numerous  friends  in  every  one 
of  the  Provinces,  who  wait  only  to  be  protected,  in  order  to 
declare  their  sentiments  and  display  their  loyalty.  These 
are  the  men  who,  presuming  upon  their  innocence,  will  be 
most  likely  to  hazard  their  property  at  sea.  And  from  these 
men,  friends  to  Government  and  the  peace  of  mankind,  are 
the  spoils  to  be  taken,  that  are  thus  to  be  distributed  in 
equitable  proportions  among  the  captors.  If  this  is  the  way 
the  friends  to  Government  are  to  be  rewarded  for  their  zeal, 


who  will  have  temper  enough  not  to  oppose  ?  Or  who  that 
has  lost  his  property  by  plunder,  will  not  join  in  making 
reprisals.  By  the  tenour  of  this  bill,  after  it  has  passed  into 
an  act,  if  it  does  pass  into  an  act,  is  there  a  man  in  Ame- 
rica that  will  be  safe  in  trade  ?  What,  then,  are  we  about  ? 
Debating  whether  we  shall  give  a  sanction  to  the  military 
part  of  our  people  to  rob  the  civil  part,  or  whether  all  things 
shall  be  left  to  chance,  and  the  whole  frame  of  Government 
thrown  into  disorder.  By  this  bill,  those  whom  we  main- 
tain for  the  defence  of  property  on  this  side  the  AtUmtick, 
are  to  be  employed  in  the  ruin  of  property  on  the  other ; 
and  the  desperate  and  daring  on  the  other  side  to  be  en- 
couraged to  make  rej)risals  on  the  property  of  peaceable 
men  in  this.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
seems  only  to  have  considered  the  bill  in  one  point  of  view — 
the  captures,  the  forfeitures,  and  confiscations,  the  sharing 
prize  money,  and  the  final  condemnation ;  but  has  totally 
overlooked  the  suffijrers.  He  condemned  the  bill  as  it 
stood,  and  was  for  dividing  it. 

Sir  George  Savilc  was  equally  severe  on  the  bill  in  all  its 
parts.  He  said,  the  Ministry,  from  a  mere  childish,  sottish 
obstinacy,  to  hold  their  places,  were  at  once  risking  their 
heads,  and  plunging  the  nation  into  certain  ruin.  He  said, 
dead  majorities  and  thin  Houses  were  matters  very  favour- 
able and  encouraging  to  the  Minister  to  persevere  ;  but  he 
assured  the  House  that  the  thread,  when  drawn  too  fine, 
would  at  length  break ;  for  however  they  might  vote  or 
divide  within  these  walls,  when  our  manufactures  were 
ruined,  our  resources  stopped  or  dried  up,  and  that  we 
were  engaged  in  a  French  or  Spanish  war,  majorities  would 
avail  the  Ministers  very  little :  no  majority  would  avail  in 
such  a  critical  state  of  things,  much  less  one  already  uni- 
versally execrated  for  its  notorious  venality,  corruption,  and 
blind  submission  to  the  mandates  of  a  Minister,  who  was 
himself  confessed  on  all  hands  to  be  far  from  being  po- 
pular. 

Mr.  Attorney-General  [Thurhiv]  entered  into  the  ten 
dency  of  trade  in  general,  and   chiefly  of  that  which  the 
Americans  have  of  late  carried  on  to  their  own  particular 
emolument,  but  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  this  nation,  and 
of  the  British  merchants  who  trade  to  that  country.     He 
explained  the  conditions  on  which  the  Americans  were  per- 
mitted to  trade  with  other  nations  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
terms  of  the  Act  of  Navigation.     He  said,  by  that  act  the 
j)roduce  of  America  was  first  to  be  landed  in  England  before 
it  could  be  carried  to  any  foreign  markets  to  be  disposed  of. 
That  upon  their  representing  the  hardship  of  this  circum- 
navigation, which  brought  no  profit  to  the  parent  State,  per- 
mission was  granted   them  to  carry  the  produce  of  their 
country  directly  to  neutral  ports,  on  condition  they  should 
come  to  England  and  lay  out  the  proceeds,  or  such  part  of 
it  as  they  should  have  occasion  to  lay  out  in  goods,  with  the 
British  merchant  or  manufacturer.     But,  instead  of  per- 
forming that  part  of  the  condition,  it  has  been  their  prac- 
tice to  lay  out  their  hard  dollars  in  foreign  markets,  where 
perhaps  they  can  buy.  cheaper,  and  to  come  to  England  to 
trade  on  credit,  perhaps  for  twelve,  eighteen,  twenty,  or 
even  thirty  months,  and  that  on  goods  on  which  there  are 
seldom  more  than  six  or  seven  per  cent,  to  be  gained.     In 
this  manner  those  who  are  honest  enough  to  trade  fairly, 
according  to  the  stipulated  terms,  have  no  chance  of  vend- 
ing in  America  the  goods  bought  here,  as  they  cannot  sell 
upon   equal   terms  with  those  who  buy  so  much  cheaper 
abroad.     Hence  it  is,  that  the  clandestine  dealer  gains  a 
fortune,  while  the  fair  trader  can  scarce  live ;  and  hence  it 
is,  that  the  foreign   merchant  draws  away  all  the  ready 
money,  and  the  British  merchant  accumulates  an  immense 
debt.     And  these,  said  he,  are  the  men  for  whom  an  hon- 
ourable gentleman,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  expressed 
so  great  a  tenderness.     If  this  clandestine  trade  is  stopped, 
which  is  the  principal  object  of  the  bill,  will  any  gentleman 
take  upon  him  to  say  that  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  will 
suffer?     The  trade  oi Great  Britain,  on  the  contrary,  will 
then  be  put  upon  an  equaj  footing  with  that  of  other  nations, 
and  the  British  merchant  have  a  chance  to  get  his  remit- 
tances in  a  reasonable  time.     With  regard  to  the  temporary 
inconveniences  which  the  fair  trader  may  suffer,  they  will 
be  amply   recompensed  by  the  regulations  which  will  of 
course  take  place  when  the  present  contest  is  finally  deci- 
ded ;  which  the  quicker  despatch  and  the  greater  havock  that 
is  made  among  the  people  of  the  above  description,  the 
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sooner  will  the  worthy  part  of  the  community  be  enabled  to 
prosper. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  answer  to  what  the  learned  gentleman  had 
affirmed,  that  no  man  would  be  subjected  to  punishment 
unless  he  were  found  guilty,  replied,  that  it  was  better  not 
to  take  the  trouble  of  entering  into  any  proof  of  innocence 
under  this  bill ;  because,  whether  innocent  or  guilty,  the 
bloody  complexion  of  it  seemed  to  prejudge  before  trial, 
and  condenm  without  proof. 

Governour  Lyttdion  was  for  the  clause.  He  said  there 
was  scarce  a  fair  trader  throughout  America.  They  were 
all  concerned  in  a  clandestine  trade  in  one  form  or  another. 

Mr.  T.  Townshend  said,  that  the  arguments  deduced  from 
the  method  of  carrying  on  trade  in  America  had  very  little 
relation  to  the  bill  under  consideration.  That  those  who 
were  concerned  in  illicit  trade  did  it  at  a  certain  risk  ;  if  they 
were  discovered  they  were  punished  ;  and  so  it  was  in  this 
and  all  other  trading  nations.  Merchants,  he  believed,  were 
not  the  most  scrupulous  men  in  the  world  in  buying  bar- 
gains. 

Honourable  Mr.  Walpok  condemned  the  bill  throughout, 
and  predicted  the  commencement  of  the  ruin  of  the  British 
commerce  and  national  greatness  would  be  from  the  very 
day  it  should  receive  the  Royal  assent. 

Mr.  Burke  said,  it  was  the  first  time  he  ever  heard  it 
asserted,  either  in  print  or  in  debate,  within  or  witliout 
these  walls,  that  open  hostilities  and  rebellion  were  the  same 
thing.  He  said  a  day  would  come  when  the  damnable 
doctrines  of  this  bill  would  fall  heavy  on  this  country,  as 
well  as  on  those  who  first  broached  them,  and  were  the 
means  of  carrying  them  into  execution. 

Mr.  Bayley  condemned  the  clause,  and  said  the  bill 
would  affect  his  property  very  materially  in  the  West-In- 
dies. 

Mr.  St.  Leeer  Douglass  replied,  he  had  a  considerable 
estate  in  the  West-Indies,  nevertheless  he  thought  the  bill  a 
very  wise  and  salutary  measure.  He  knew  that  the  West- 
India  Islands  had  lumber  sufficient  to  serve  them  for  one, 
if  not  two  years  ;  but  if  not,  it  was  better  to  suffer  temporary 
inconveniences  than  sacrifice  the  British  empire  in  America 
to  the  local  interests  of  any  of  its  constituent  parts. 

Sir  George  Yonge  declared  himself  entirely  against  the 
bill ;  but,  at  all  events,  he  saw  no  objection  its  most  san- 
guine friends  could  have  to  put  off  the  committee  for  a  day 
or  two,  or  until  the  West-India  merchants,  who  were,  he 
understood,  to  present  a  petition,  stating  the  manner  they 
would  be  affected  by  it,  were  first  heard.  He  therefore 
moved,  that  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  chair. 

The  question  being  put,  the  Committee  divided :  Ayes 
34,  Noes  126. 

Captain  X.u<<re/?  offered  a  clause  for  excepting  such  foreign 
ships  as  might  be  driven  upon  the  American  coast,  or  into 
those  harbours,  in  distress. 
It  passed  in  the  negative. 

[The  clause  for  making  the  seizures  the  property  of  the 
captors,  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Walpole,  Mr.  Townshend,  and 
Sir  Edward  Dering.  They  recommended  the  mode  that 
was  pursued  in  the  year  1755,  viz:  to  let  the  publick  have 
the  benefit  of  the  prizes,  and  not  throw  out  such  a  lure  to 
sea  officers,  the  younger  part  of  whom  would  be  so  eager  to 
seize  every  vessel  for  their  own  benefit,  as  might  produce 
much  future  mischief,  and  that,  bad  as  the  bill  would  other- 
wise be,  by  this  clause  it  would  be  made  ten  times  worse.] 
Captain  Luttrell  said  he  had  full  as  much  objection  to 
the  bill  in  gross  as  any  of  his  honourable  friends  near  him, 
because  he  thought  it  replete  with  that  barbarous  coercion 
which  destroyed  every  chance  that  peace  and  reconciliation 
would  again  subsist  between  this  country  and  om  American 
Colonies,  but  that  he  still  thought  of  the  present  as  he  did 
of  every  act  of  Parliament,  that,  if  it  must  pass  into  a  law, 
(which  he  feared  it  would,)  there  was  no  making  it  too  per- 
fect, nor  carrying  it  too  fully  into  execution  ;  and  therefore, 
he  said,  without  much  hope  that  he  should  be  able  to  in- 
fluence the  opinion  of  any  man,  or  a  wish  to  mislead,  he 
should  endeavour  to  point  out,  as  the  several  clauses  were 
read,  wherein  they  appeared  to  him  insufficient  to  answer 
the  ends  for  which  they  were  apparently  intended  by  the 
gendemen  in  Administration,  with  whom  he  said  in  some  par- 
ticulars he  concurred,  uninfluenced  by  selfish  views,  having 
neither  the  merits  to  boast  of  the  sea  officers  now  employed 
in  America,  nor  a  wish  to  subject  himself  to  the  orders  of  the 


present  First  I^ord  of  the  Admiralty  ;  but  he  hoped  if,  in  the 
sequel,  he  should  be  thought  to  lean  with  partiality  towards 
that  corps  fo  which  he  had  the  honour  and  pride  to  belong, 
that  it  would  rather  be  attributed  to  a  natural  failing  than  a 
wish  to  misrepresent  and  deceive.     He  said  that  the  most 
able  advocate  could  not  put  so  high  a  value  on  their  services 
as  Parliament  had  lately  done,  by  conferring  upon  them  the 
most  beneficial  favour  in  the  most  flattering  and  honourable 
manner  they  ever  received  as  a  corps,  and  to  that  he  be- 
lieved the  alacrity  with  which  they  served  in  America  was 
in  great  measure  owing.   That  considering  themselves  to  be 
embarked  in  the  cause  of  the  British  Parliament,  they 
sacrificed  their  inclinations  at  least,  if  not  their  humanity,  at 
the  shrine  of  gratitude,  by  accepting  the  most  hazardous, 
disagreeable,  and  unthankful  employment  the  oldest  of  them 
ever  experienced,  or  that  he  hoped  the  youngest  would  ever 
be  engaged  in  again.     He  said  he  knew  the  generosily  of 
Parliament  towards  them  was  deeply  imprinted  in  their 
minds ;  that  of  the  Minister  and  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty he  saw  with  pleasure  beginning  to  dawn,  for,  in  the 
present  instance,  they  seemed  willing  to  sacrifice  the  interest 
of  their  dependants,  to  what  he  considered  (and  had  not 
been  convinced  to  the  contrary  by  what  fell  from  his  ho- 
nourable friends)  was  the  just  claim  of  the  captors.     That 
he  was  surprised  gentlemen  would  wish  to  revert  to  that 
shameful  precedent  in  the  year  1755,  when  you  made  re- 
prisals against  France  in  a  manner  not  less  dishonourable 
than  you  are  now  about  to  do  in  America,  but  converted 
the  produce  of  them,  nominally  indeed,  to  the  use  of  the 
publick,  (as  gentlemen  now  propose,)  but  in  fact  to  the 
benefit  of  the  Minister's  friends,  styled  Commissioners  for 
Prizes,  who  took  possession  of  men-of-war  as  well  as  mer- 
chant ships,  without  giving  the  smallest  reward  even  to  the 
men  who  were  maimed  in  batde,  or  to  the  friends  of  those 
that  were  slain.     He  said,  he  would  never  subscribe  to  the 
opinion,  that  revenue  officers,  commissioners  for  prizes,  or 
any  other  set  of  men  of  whatsoever  description  or  situation, 
were  so  well  entitled  to  the  seizures  made  under  the  autho- 
rity of  this  act  of  Parliament,  as  those  who  risked  their  life 
and  health  in  a  service  where  no  honour  was  to  be  got,  and 
where  the  fatigue  of  body  and  anxiety  of  mind,  he  feared, 
would  be  but  ill  repaid  by  any  profit  they  were  likely  to 
reap.     He  observed,  that  those  gentlemen  who  entertained 
liberal  notions  of  honour,  and  were  at  all  acquainted  with 
the  duty  and  temper  of  British  officers  and  seamen,  could 
never  think  seriously  for  a  moment  that  they  could  sacrifice 
either  to  'sordid  views.     If  they  had  done  so  last  war,  he 
said,  many  of  them  might  have  become  rich  at  the  expense 
of  the  treasure  of  this  country,  but  that  he  never  knew  the 
officer  who  did  not  seek  with  more  diligence  the  privateers 
and  ships  of  the  enemy,  which  annoyed  our  trade,  than  for 
the  merchantmen,  although  little  but  hard  blows  was  to  be 
got  by  the  former,  and  much  wealth  by  the  latter.     That 
he  could  not  think  so  meanly  of  any  service  as  to  suppose 
any  encouragemerff  necessary  to  be  held  out  to  stimulate 
your  forces  by  land  or  by  sea  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  their 
duty ;  but  if  such  reward  as  this  would  be  the  means  of 
carrying  any  act  of  Parliament  more  effectually  into  exe- 
cution, he  thought  it  rather  a  reason  why  the  seizures  should 
be  the  property  of  the  captore,  than  why  they  should  not. 
He  then  replied  to  what  had  fallen  from  an  honourable  gen- 
deman,  who  had  insinuated  that  there  could  be  no  disin- 
clination in  die  officers  or  seamen  to  serve  in  America, 
because  he  had  learned  from  the  first  naval  authority  (which 
the  Captain  observed  was  not  always  the  best)  that  we 
should  be  able  to  man  all  the  fleet  destined  for  the  Ameri- 
can service  without  being  put  to  the  disagreeable  necessity 
of  pressing.     He  said  it  might  be  so,  but  insisted  it  did  not 
follow  that  it  was  a  matter  of  choice ;  that  we  had  lost  our 
American  trade,  which  had  put  a  heavier  embargo  on  our 
shipping  than  was  ever  done  by  any  nation  to  equip  the  most 
formidable  naval  armament,  and  that  the  seamen  being  able 
to  get  no  other  employment,  we,  of  course,  procured  them 
with  more  facility.     He  concluded  by  observing,  that  if 
France  and  Sjjain  should,  before  the  conclusion  of  this  dis- 
pute, declare  war  against  us,  it  would  be  necessary  to  man 
a  second  fleet,  to  oppose  those  two  great  maritime  powers ; 
and  which  way  that  was  to  be  done,  whether  with  an  im- 
press or  without,  or  by  what  other  device,  he  wished  the 
first  naval  authority  might  be  able  to  tell,  and  only  lamented 
he  could  not. 


203 


LORD  NORTH'S  PROHIBITORY  BILL. 


204 


It  being  past  eleven  o'clock,  the  Committee  rose,  and 
Mr.  Mackworth  rejiorted,  that  they  liad  made  a  progress 
in  the  Bill ;  and  that  he  was  directed  by  the  Committee  to 
move  that  they  may  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  House  will,  to-morrow  morning,  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Connnittee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  con- 
sider further  of  tlie  said  Bill. 

Wednesday,  December  6,  1775. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  consider  further  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Burke  condemned  the  great  inipropriety  of  the  dis- 
cretionary power  given  to  the  Commissioners,  by  the  last 
clause,  of  pardoning  or  refusing  to  accept  of  submission. 

Mr.  Feiide  pursued  the  same  idea,  and  said  it  was  a  power 
of  such  a  nature  as  ought  not,  on  any  account,  to  be  trusted 
to  any  set  of  men  in  a  free  Government.  It  was  a  power 
vested  in  the  Swereign  on  certain  occasions,  but  still  his 
Ministers  were  looked  upon  as  responsible  to  Parliament  for 
tlie  due  exercise  of  it ;  whereas,  by  the  present  bill,  that 
control  being  given  up,  the  Commissioners  would  be  left  at 
liberty  to  commit  every  enormity  with  perfect  impunity. 

Mr.  Bat/ley  was  against  the  clause.  He  said  it  gave  per- 
sons a  power  to  rob  him  and  the  I^Vest-bidia  merchants  of 
their  property ;  that  the  present  Ministry,  not  content  with 
their  places,  and  their  monstrous,  undeserved  emoluments 
and  douceurs  of  office,  went  to  war,  in  order  to  fill  the 
pockets  of  their  friends  and  fiungiy  dependants. 

Lord  North  said  he  did  not  know  he  had  done  anything 
which  merited  the  honourable  member's  resentment,  unless 
bis  displeasure  was  called  forth  on  his  refusing  to  let  him 
vacate  his  seat  last  session,  in  order  to  enter  again  into  con- 
test with  his  antagonist.  As  the  honourable  gentleman  said 
he  was  unjust,  unmerciful,  oppressive, ,&ic.,  he  supposed  the 
whole  charge  might  be  well  attributed  to  the  refusal  now 
alluded  to. 

Captain  Luttrell  supported  the  clause,  declaring,  much 
as  he  disliked  the  bill  in  gross,  he  would  rather  every  other 
part  of  it  should  pass  into  a  law,  than  that  they  should  re- 
fuse to  indemnify  our  officers  for  carrying  punctually  into 
execution  such  positive  orders  as  they  have  received  from 
their  superior  officers,  or  that  have  acted  uprightly,  accord- 
ing to  their  conscience,  and  the  best  of  their  understandings. 
Where  such  ordere  have  been  discretional,  Parliament  were 
bound  in  honour  to  protect  them ;  but  if  any  there  were 
who  had  exercised  their  power  wantonly,  cruelly,  or  arbi- 
trarily, he  trusted  they  would  be  amenable,  both  to  the 
martial  and  common  law  of  this  land.  Captain  Luttrell 
proposed  several  amendments  to  the  act,  which  were  ac- 
cepted ;  the  House  agreeing,  from  the  arguments  he  used, 
they  would  make  the  bill  more  perfect.  [The  substance  of 
these  amendments  were,  that  the  Vice  Admiralty  Courts 
should  have  power  to  sell  such  parts  of  the  seizures  as  were 
perishable  commodities,  by  publick  sale,  for  the  clear  amount 
of  which  only  the  captors  should  b^  answerable  to  the 
claimants,  if  the  ships  were  discharged ;  that  the  parties 
appealing  from  the  decisions  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Courts 
abroad,  should  give  notice  to  the  said  court,  within  six 
months  after  condemnation  passed,  that  they  had  appealed 
in  England,  and  then  the  money  would  not  be  shared 
abroad  till  the  time  was  elapsed  ;  and  to  prevent  any  ac- 
tion being  brought  against  the  captors,  for  detaining  vessels 
belonging  to  any  persons.  Colony,  or  plantation,  that  had 
returned  to  their  duty,  without  proof  being  made  that  they 
had  notice  of  the  issuing  a  proclamation,  as  the  act  directs.] 
These  amendments  being  received,  Captain  Lwifre// desired 
to  be  understood,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  give  his  sanction 
to  the  bill  passing  into  a  law  ;  but  as  of  two  evils  he  would 
choose  the  least,  so  he  would  prefer  the  bill  in  its  present 
shape  to  the  shape  in  which  it  was  first  introduced  ;  that  he 
lamented  we  were  going  to  adopt  intercourse  by  bill  in 
America,  in  lieu  of  intercourse  by  commerce ;  that  now, 
for  the  first  moment,  he  believed  we  should  make  America 
an  independent  State  ;  for  after  passing  this  act,  he  thought 
it  impossible  there  would  be  found,  from  one  extremity  of 
that  great  continent  to  the  other,  a  man  or  boy,  who,  from 
this  peculiar  mark  of  oppression,  must  not  of  course  be  the 
natural,  and  probably  the  avowed  enemy  to  the  unjust  and 
impolijick  coercive  exercise  of  power  against  them  by  Great 
Britain. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  then  offered  a  clause,  in  order  to  relieve 


the  West-India  Islands,  relative  to  lumber,  &,c.  He  said, 
if  the  clause  did  not  go  to  the  full  extent  wished  for,  it 
went  as  far  as  it  could  be  properly  carried,  consistent  with 
the  tenour  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bayley  opposed  the  clause,  as  of  no  use ;  said  the 
West-India  merchants  were  expected  with  a  petition  to- 
morrow, and  looked  upon  this  defective  clause,  which  im- 
ported nothing,  to  be  insidiously  foisted  in,  in  order  to  defeat 
the  intended  petition. 

Mr.  Speaker  then  resumed  the  chair,  and 

Mr.  Mackworth  reported  from  tlie  Committee,  That  they 
had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  several  amendments 
thereunto,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report,  when  the 
House  will  please  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  received  to-morrow  morn- 


ing. 


Friday,  December  8,  1775. 

Mr.  Mackworth,  according  to  order,  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  the  Bill  was  com- 
mitted, the  Amendments  which  the  Committee  had  made 
to  the  Bill,  and  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to 
the  House.  And  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  now  read. 

Then  the  Counsel  against  the  Bill  were  called  in. 

And  the  said  Report  was  read. 

And  the  Petition  of  the  Planters  of  his  Majesty's  Sugar 
Colonies,  residing  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  Merchants 
of  London,  trading  to  the  said  Colonies,  against  the  said  Bill, 
was  also  read. 

And  the-  Counsel  for  the'  Petitioners  were  heard,  in  sup- 
port of  the  allegations  of  the  said  Petition. 

And  then  they  withdrew. 

The  House  was  moved,  That  the  Minutes  of  the  Exami- 
nation of  George  Walker,  Esquire^  and  John  Ellis,  Esquire, 
taken  upon  the  16th  day  of  iVi«?-cA,  in  the  last  session  of 
Parliament,  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  of  the  Petition  of  the 
Merchants,  Traders,  and  others,  of  the  City  of  London, 
concerned  in  the  commerce  of  North- America,  and  of  the 
several  other  Petitioners,  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
said  Committee,  might  be  read. 

And  the  same  being  read  accordingly, 

A  motion  was  made  and  the  question  being  put,  That 
the  further  consideration  of  the  said  Report  be  adjourned  till 
Tuesday,  the  23d  day  of  January  next, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Lord  North  moved,  That  the  Amendments  made  by  the 
Committee  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  T.  Townshend  condemned  this  mode  of  hurrying  on 
the  national  business ;  it  was  disgraceful  to  Parliament,  and 
offended  every  rule  of  decency.  It  was  injurious  to  the 
nation  at  large,  and  it  fully  verified  what  had  often  been 
asserted  and  lamented,  that  our  laws  were  become  the  mere 
edicts  of  the  Council  table,  or  rather  the  dark  machinations 
of  a  desperate  cabal  of  Ministers,  and  not  the  laws  of  free, 
deliberative  assemblies,  uninfluenced  by  any  other  conside- 
ration but  the  good  of  the  kingdom.  He  hoped,  however 
flushed  with  victory  the  Minister  might  be,  for  form's  sake 
at  least  he  would  consent  to  put  off  the  report  till  after  the 
Christmas  recess:  besides,  he  recommended  his  Lordship 
seriously  to  reflect  how  fatal  it  might  be,  if  the  measure, 
which  he  seemed  so  eager  to  carry,  should  fail ;  and  think 
in  time  in  what  manner  he  could  face  his  friends,  if  com- 
pelled to  meet  them  at  the  commencement  of  the  next,  as 
he  did  at  the  present  session,  with  the  doleful  tidings,  that 
he  was  again  deceived. 

Sir  George  Hay  spoke  of  the  Admiralty  Courts,  and  their 
immediate  connection  with  the  civil  law,  and  the  near  affi- 
nity this  bill  bore  to  both,  as  one  of  their  genuine  offspring. 
He  said  it  was  the  wisest  and  most  salutary  measure  that 
had  been  hitherto  devised  for  compelling  the  rebellious 
Americans  to  return  to  their  duty.  He  observed,  that  they 
might  beat  our  army,  but  they  could  not  beat  our  navy ; 
for,  he  was  confident,  the  latter  was  powerful  enough  to 
cope  with  the  combined  force  of  all  Europe. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  made  no  doubt  but  the  present  bill 
bore  a  much  nearer  affinity  to  the  civil  law  than  to  the  com- 
mon law  oi  England ;  the  former  was  tlie  parent  of  tyranny, 
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despotism,  and  arbitrary  power;  and  no  person  who  attend- 
ed in  the  least  to  the  present  bill,  but  must  see  at  the  first 
glance  it  was  a  compound  of  them  all,  and,  consequently, 
like  its  parent,  the  very  reverse  to  the  laws  of  England, 
and  totally  repugnant  to  the  glorious  Constitution  which 
gave  them  birth.  Without  pretending  to  the  gift  of  pro- 
phecy, he  might  venture  to  foretell  that  the  bill  now  under 
consideration  would  bring  destruction  on  this  country ;  and, 
applying  to  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  asked  him,  if 
he  was  so  misled  or  mistaken,  as  to  imagine  that  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  or  two  hundred  servile  associates  would  be 
a  sufficient  protection  to  him  in  the  hour  of  trial,  when  the 
nation,  finding  itself  ruined,  would  rise,  almost  as  one  man, 
to  avenge  themselves  on  the  guilty  authors  and  advisers  of 
such  destructive  measures. 

Sir  Richard  SiUion  said,  that  this  country  had  numerous 
channels  for  its  trade  and  commerce,  and  great  consumptions 
within  itself;  but  America  had  neither.  Their  rice,  tobac- 
co, corn,  lumber,  indigo,  &.C.,  must  go  to  other  markets ; 
he  therefore  thought  the  bill  the  most  effectual  means  to  re- 
store the  people  of  that  country  to  their  senses. 

Governour  Johnstone  opposed  hurrying  the  bill  on  in  such 
a  disgraceful  manner;  which,  he  said,  was  one  of  the  most 
oppressive  and  tyrannick  measures  that  could  possibly  enter 
into  the  mind  of  man  to  conceive.  He  observed,  that  you 
might  put  the  Americans  to  the  torture,  you  might  starve, 
proscribe,  or  do  anything  which  malice  or  despotism  could 
suggest,  but  you  would  never  prevail  upon  them  to  consent 
to  taxation. 

Mr.  Fox.  I  have  always  said,  that  the  war  carrying  on 
against  the  Americans  is  unjust,  that  it  is  not  practicable ; 
but  -admitting  it  to  be  a  just  war,  that  it  is  practicable,  I 
say  that  the  means  made  use  of  are  by  no  means  such  as 
will  obtain  the  end.  I  shall  confine  myself  singly  to  this 
ground,  and  show  that  this  bill,  like  every  other  measure, 
proves  the  want  of  policy,  the  folly  and  madness,  of  the 
present  set  of  Ministers.  I  was  in  great  hopes  that  they 
had  seen  their  errour,  and  had  given  over  coercion,  and  car- 
rying on  war  against  America  by  means  of  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment. In  order  to  induce  the  Americans  to  submit  to  your 
legislature,  you  pass  laws  against  them,  cruel  and  tyranni- 
cal in  the  extreme.  If  they  complain  of  one  law,  your 
answer  to  their  complaint  is,  to  pass  another  more  rigorous 
than  the  former.  But  they  are  in  rebellion,  you  say ;  if  they 
are,  treat  them  as  Rebels  are  wont  to  be  treated.  Send  out 
your  fleets  and  armies  against  them,  and  subdue  them ;  but 
let  them  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  your  laws.  Show 
them  that  your  laws  are  mild,  just,  and  equitable,  that  they 
therefore  are  in  the  wrong,  and  deserve  the  punishment 
they  meet  with.  The  very  contrary  of  this  has  been  your 
wretched  policy.  I  have  ever  understood  it  as  a  first  prin- 
ciple, that  in  rebellion  you  punish  the  individuals,  but  spare 
the  country ;  in  a  war  against  the  enemy,  you  spare  indivi- 
duals, and  lay  waste  the  country.  This  last  has  been  inva- 
riably your  conduct  against  America.  I  suggested  this  to 
you  when  the  Boston  Port  Bill  passed.  I  advised  you  to 
find  out  the  offending  persons,  and  to  punish  them;  but 
what  did  you  do  instead  of  this  ?  You  laid  the  whole  town 
of  Boston  under  terrible  contribution,  punishing  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty.  You  answer,  that  you  could  not  come  at 
the  guilty.  This  very  answer  shows  how  unfit,  how  unable 
you  "are,  to  govern  America.  If  you  are  forced  to  punish 
the  innocent  to  come  at  the  guilty,  your  Government  there 
is,  and  ought  to  be,  at  an  end.  But,  by  the  bill  now  before 
us,  you  not  only  punish  those  innocent  persons  who  are  un- 
fortunately mixed  with  the  guilty  in  J\orth-America,.hut 
punish  and  starve  whole  islands  of  unoffending  people,  un- 
connected with,  and  separated  from  them.  Hitherto  the 
Americans  have  separated  the  right  of  taxation  from  your 
legislative  authority ;  although  they  have  denied  the  former, 
they  have  acknowledged  the  latter.  This  bill  will  make 
them  deny  the  one  as  well  as  the  other.  What  signifies, 
say  they,  your  giving  up  the  right  of  taxation,  if  you  are  to 
enforce  your  legislative  authority  in  the  manner  you  do. 
This  legislative  authority  so  enforced,  will,  at  any  time, 
coerce  taxation,  and  take  from  us  whatever  you  think  fit  to 
demand.  It  is  a  bill  which  should  be  entiUed,  a  bill  for 
carrying  more  effectually  into  execution  the  resolves  of  the 
Congress. 

Lord  North  had  not  the  most  distant  intention  of  distress- 
ing the  inhabitants,  or  hurting  the  trade  of  the  Sugar  Colo- 


nies. Nothing  could  be  further  from  his  thoughts.  If, 
therefore,  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  present  bill  should 
affect  the  West-India  plantei-s,  he  was  sorry  for  it :  but  as 
things  were  now  circumstanced,  he  feared  it  was  not  to  be 
avoided.  In  civil  convulsions  of  this  kind,  it  was  plain  that 
many  must  suffer ;  it  was  a  necessary  consequence  of  such 
a  state  of  things;  but  still,  if  the  measure  was  a  good  one, 
or  the  best,  on  the  whole,  that  could  be  devised,  it  must  be 
taken  with  all  its  consequences.  Parliament  have  thought 
fit  to  adopt  it,  and  till  they  think  ])roper  to  alter  their  opi- 
nion, it  is  absurd  to  object  that  this  body  of  men,  that  island, 
or  such  and  such  places,  will  feel  the  temporary  effects  of 
it ;  but,  said  his  Lordship,  till  it  is  made  manifest  that  the 
inconveniences  complained  of  are  shown  to  outweigh  the 
general  interest  we  have  in  preserving  the  dependancy  of 
America  on  this  country,  every  argument  maiiitained  on  the 
ground  of  temporary  or  local  inconvenience  must  be  nuga- 
tory and  absurd. 

Mr.  Burke  said,  the  noble  Lord's  argument  came  fairly 
to  this :  first,  determine  on  your  measure,  bring  it,  (or,  to 
use  the  noble  Lord's  usual  word,)  propose  it,  or  submit  it 
to  Parliament ;  and  if  any  one  offers  to  reason,  inquire,  or 
ask  questions  concerning  its  propriety,  let  the  adviser,  or 
proposer,  or  submitter,  rise,  and  very  gravely  assure  his 
auditors,  that  all  such  inquiries,  reasons,  questions,  or  objec- 
tions, are  totally  nugatory  and  absurd ;  for  we  are  not  come 
to  argue  on  it,  the  measure  itself  being  already  determined 
on.  This  was  a  new  kind  of  logick ;  but  very  well  calcu- 
lated for  expediting  publick  business,  and  every  way  worthy 
of  its  noble  author  and  teacher. 

Lord  George  Germaine  contended,  that  the  Americans 
brought  the  troubles  on  themselves,  by  resisting  the  laws  and 
authority  of  this  country.  The  -gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
say,  why  did  not  the  Government  o{  Massachusetts-Bay  dis- 
cover the  first  rioters  at  Boston,  and  punish  them,  and  let  the 
matter  rest  there?  I  will  tell  them  why.  Because  the 
Council  refused  to  co-operate  or  act  with  Governour  Hutch- 
inson on  that  occasion,  who  did  everything  in  his  power  to 
persuade  them.  Whatever  may  be  urged  against  this  bill, 
and  its  advisers,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  readiest  and  surest 
way  to  make  the  Americans  submit  to  the  supremacy  of  this 
country,  and  return  to  their  duty ;  for  as  soon  as  any  Pro- 
vince submits,  its  ports  will  be  opened,  and  its  trade  and 
commerce  from  that  moment  restored.  Whenever  peace 
shall  be  restored,  if  I  have  been  in  the  least  instrumental 
in  effecting  so  desirable  an  end,  I  shall  feel  the  greatest 
pleasure  and  happiness  from  it :  and  whatever  ill-natured 
interpretation  may  have  been  put  on  my  conduct,  I  can 
assure  the  House  that  I  never  sought  nor  asked  for  the 
office  I  have  the  honour  to  fill,  nor  wished  for  it,  further  than 
I  flattered  myself  I  might  be  serviceable  to  my  country.  I 
was  in  a  situation  which  could  leave  me  no  temptation  to 
seek  emoluments ;  my  fortune  had  put  me  above  such  a 
wish.  His  Lordship,  after  proceeding  to  enumerate  some 
other  circumstances,  to  show  that  he;  took  the  publick  part 
he  did  purely  from  disinterested  motives,  adverted  to  some- 
thing which  had  fallen,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  relative 
to  one  Walker,  who,  he  said,  had  promoted  disturbances  in 
Canada.  He  informed  the  House,  that  the  Governour  had 
notice  given  him  of  Walker's  intrigues,  and  had  sent  to 
seize  him;  that  he  defended  himself,  and  had  wounded 
some  of  the  soldiere  that  attacked  his  house ;  and  thus  having 
enraged  the  soldiers,  they  set  fire  to  it,  and  took  himself 
and  lamily  prisoners  ;  and  that  he  was  now  in  irons.  On 
the  whole,  that  what  the  Governour  had  done  was  no  more 
than  his  duty ;  and  had  he  acted  otherwise,  it  would  have 
been  a  breach  of  it.  He  added,  that  by  the  arguments 
used  by  the  opponents  of  the  bill,  they  seemed  desirous  to 
protract  the  war ;  but  for  his  part,  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
this  bill,  backed  by  the  naval  and  military  armaments  that 
would  be  sent  out  to  enforce  it,  would  be  the  best  means  to 
shorten  it ;  and  as  there.was  nothing  for  which  he  so  ardent- 
ly wished,  as  to  see  the  present  disputes  speedily  terminated, 
lie  would  give  the  present  motion  his  hearty  assent. 

The  House  then  divided.     The  noes  went  forth : 

(  Sir  Archibald  Edmondston,  )  ,  .o 
Tellers  for  the  yeas,   ]  j^j^_  j)^  Q^^y^       .       .         ^^'^'^ 


^  Mr.  Alderman  Oliver, 
Tellers  for  the  noes,   j  Mr.  jPa/Zney,        -      - 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


38 


207 


LORD  NORTH'S  PROHIBITORY  BILL. 


208 


Then  tlie  said  Amendments*  being  accordingly  severally 
read  a  second  time,  were,  upon  the  question  severally  put 
tliereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  be  en- 
grossed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  upon 
Monday  morning  next,  if  the  said  Bill  shall  be  then  en- 
grossed. 

Mr.  Dempster  moved,  and  the  question  being  put,  That 
James  De  Lancet/,  Esq.,  do  attend  this  House  upon  Monday 
next,  in  order  to  be  examined  upon  the  third  reading  of  the 
said  Bill, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

l\Ir.  Burke  then  moved,  and  the  question  being  proposed, 
That  evidence  concerning  the  state  of  America,  the  temper 
of  the  people  there,  and  the  probable  operation  of  an  Act 
now  depending,  is  unnecessary  to  this  House,  this  House 
being  already  sufficiently  acquainted  with  these  matters ; 

An  Amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  ques- 
tion, by  inserting  at  the  beginning  thereof  these  words, 
"That  it  is  necessary  and  proper  to  come  to  a  Resolu- 
tion." 

And  the  question  being  put,  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  the  main  question,  so  amended,  being  put.  That  it 
is  necessary  and  proper  to  come  to  a  Resolution,  that  evi- 
dence concerning  the  state  of  America,  the  temper  of  the 
people  there,  and  the  probable  operation  of  an  Act  now 
depending,  is  unnecessary  to  this  House,  this  House  being 
already  sufficiently  acquainted  with  these  matters, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Burke  also  moved,  and  the  question  being  put,  That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  he  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  order  to  be  laid  before  this  House 
such  advices  as  may  enable  this  House  to  judge  of  the  pre- 
sent state  and  condition  of  his  Majesty's  loyal  and  dutiful 
Province  of  Georgia,  in  North- America ; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Monday,  December  11,  1775. 
Governour  Johnstone  moved,    "That  no  evidence  has 
been  produced  to  this  House,  to  show  that  many  persons  in 

•  Another  Amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  said  Amend- 
ment, by  adding,  after  the  word  "  troops,"  the  words  "  and  in  order  that 
the  indulgence  which  is  by  this  bill  denied  for  publick  purposes  to  trade 
in  general,  may  not  be  continued  for  the  purpose  of  private  monopoly,  JBe 
it  hereby  enacted.  That  the  Collector  and  Searcher  of  each  port  respec- 
tively, from  which  such  store-ships  and  transports  shall  be  entered  out- 
ward, shall  cause  the  same  carefully  to  be  examined,  and  upon  proof  of 
neglect  of  the  said  examination,  the  parties  so  offending  shall  forfeit  five 
hundred  pounds ;  and  the  said  Collector  and  Searcher,  or  any  other 
officer  of  the  Customs,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  giving  infor- 
mations of  any  goods  shipped  on  board  any  of  the  said  vessels,  other 
than  shall  be  bonajide  for  the  use  of  the  said  troops  and  garrisons, 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  full  advantage  and  benefit  of  the  same,  as  if  the 
same  were  his  proper  goods  and  chatties ;  and  if  any  mariner  on  board 
such  ship  shall  make  such  discovery,  he  shall,  over  and  above  the  said 
advantages,  be  entitled  to  his  immediate  discharge,  his  wages  being  first 
paid,  if  he  shall  require  the  same,  provided  that  no  more  than  one 
person  in  one  ship,  ho  being  the  first  informer,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
«aid  discharge."    • 

And  the  question  being  put,.  That  those  words  be  there  added, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

An  Amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Bill  in  fo.  3, 1.  1, 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "  Colonies,"  the  words  "  unless  the  said 
ships  and  vessels  can  be  proved  to  belong  to  a  person  or  persons  who 
hath  or  have  not  taken  up  arms  against  his  Majesty's  (iovernment,  or 
given  any  aid  to  those  who  are  in  arms  against  the  said  Government." 

And  the  question  being  put,  That  those  words  be  there  inserted, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  Amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Bill  in  fo.  3, 
1.  1,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "Colonies,"  the  words  "who  shall  be 
proved  to  be  concerned  in  the  said  disturbances." 

And  the  question  being  put.  That  those  words  be  there  inserted, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  Amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Bill  in  fo.  3, 
J.  3,  by  inserting  after  the  wor<l  "  whatsoever,"  the  words  "  except  any 
»uch  ship  or  vessel  shall  have  been  drivep  upon  the  coast  of  America, 
or  put  into  any  of  the  aforesaid  harbours  by  distress,  or  in  want  of  stores 
or  provisions,  for  the  procurement  of  which  alone  they  have  traded,  and 
made  no  unnecessary  delay." 

And  the  question  being  put.  That  those  words  be  there  inserted. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  Amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Bill  in  fo.  3, 1. 4, 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "  trading,"  the  words  ■•  within  the  description 
of  the  Hovering  clause  of  the  Act  of  the  4  George,  III,  cap.  15. 

And  the  question  being  put.  That  those  words  be  there  inserted. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  Amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Bill  in  fo.  3, 


his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Georgia  have  set  themselves  in  open 
rebellion  and  defiance  to  the  just  and  legal  authority  of  the 
King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  or  have  assembled 
together  an  armed  force,  or  engaged  his  Majesty's  troops, 
or  attacked  his  forts,  or  prohibited  ail  trade  and  commerce 
with  this  kingdom  and  the  other  part  of  his  Majesty's  do- 
minions." 

He  observed,  that  Cato  aitd  Socrates,  in  Athens  and  Rome, 
stood  alone  to  oppose  venal  and  corrupt  majorities.  Those 
celebrated  Commonwealtiis,  in  their  decline,  were  what 
Britain  is  at  present, — luxury,  venality,  publick  prostitution, 
and  a  total  disregard  to  the  interests  of  their  country,  pre- 
vailed. Majorities  then,  as  well  as  now,  were  procured  by 
the  most  base  and  scandalous  means:  tliose  majorities  were 
composed  of  tlie  most  worthless  and  profligate  individuals 
of  the  community, — of  gladiators,  pimps,  sharpers,  parasites, 
and  buffoons.  Almost  every  man  in  Rome  and  Athem  had 
his  price ;  and  if  anytliing  remained  unsold  it  was  only  for 
want  of  a  purchaser.  The  few  who  retained  any  sense  of 
honour  were  reviled  or  despised.  Their  opposition  was  attri- 
buted to  factious  or  interested  motives,  or  they  were  treated 
as  men  acting  under  the  influence  of  delusion  and  ideal  per- 
fection, and  misled  by  impracticable  schemes  of  policy  and 
legislation.  It  was  the  misfortune  of  the  times  that  they 
both  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  malice  of  their  enemies ;  but  it 
was  a  still  greater  misfortune  that  neither  of  them  were  sur- 
vived by  the  liberties  of  their  country.  Cato  and  the  Roman 
Commonwealth  perished  together ;  the  liberties  of  Athens 
were  no  more  when  Socrates  fell  a  victim  to  the  rage  of  his 
merciless  persecutors. 

He  then  turned  to  the  question,  and  observed,  that  the 
loyal  Colony  of  Georgia  was  now  entered  in  the  black  cata- 
logue. It  was  marked  out  for  destruction,  as  well  as  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts-Buy ;  the  latter  for  defending 
their  liberties,  which  were  immediately  invaded ;  the  former, 
because  they  disapproved  of  the  inhuman  measure  of  con- 
demning people  unheard  and  untried. 

Mr.  J.  Johnstone  seconded  the  motion,  and  said,  he  be- 
lieved it  was  the  first  time  it  was  ever  heard  or  known  that 
a  whole  Province  was  proscribed  without  some  imputation 
of  guilt.  Most  of  the  other  Colonies  had  done  something 
which,  according  to  the  language  of  that  House,  might  be 
construed  into  resistance,  or  a  preparation  for  it ;  but  in  tlie 

1.  4,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  Colonies,"  the  words  "  as  shall  be 
forcibly  held  out  against  his  Majesty's  Government." 

And  the  question  being  put.  That  those  words  be  there  inserted, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  Amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Bill  in  fo.  3, 
I.  10,  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  clause,  the  words  "  Provided  always, 
that  nothfng  in  this  act  shall  extend  to  any  Colony  or  Colonies,  in  Jlme- 
rica,  of  whose  having  set  itself  in  open  rebellion  and  defiance  to  the  just 
and  legal  authority  of  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  £rilain,  no 
proof  has  yet  been  laid  before  this  House." 

And  the  question  being  put.  That  those  words  be  there  added, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  Amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Bill  in  fo.  49, 
I,  1 6,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  acts,"  the  words,  "  were  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  justice  made  without  due  consideration,  without  hear- 
ing or  citing  to  appear  the  parties  affected,  vesting  dangerous,  unex- 
ampled, and  unconstitutional  powers  in  the  Crown,  being  utterly  unfit 
for  the  purposes  which  they  were  intended  to  answer,  and  tending  to 
bring  discredit  on  the  honour,  wisdom,  and  justice  of  Parliament,  and 
to  increase,  instead  of  extinguishing,  the  flames  of  civil  war ;  and  that 
right  may  be  done  to  justice,  and  the  liberties  of  the  subjects,  lie  it 
enacted,  That  all  Records  and  Proceedings  of  Parliament  be  wholly  can- 
celled, and  taken  from  the  registers  of  this  kingdom,  or  otherwise  defaced 
and  obliterated,  to  the  intent  that  the  same  may  not  be  visible  in  after 
ages,  or  brought  into  example,  to  the  prejudice  of  any  person  or  body 
corporate  whatsoever." 

And  the  question  being  put.  That  those  words  be  there  inserted, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  Amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Bill  in  fo.  49, 
1.  16,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "acts,"  the  words  "were  fitted  to  the 
state  of  the  time  in  which  the  said  acts  were  made,  but  are  too  severe 
for  Colonies  in  declared  rebellion." 

And  the  question  being  put,  That  those  words  be  there  inserted. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  Amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Bill  in  fo.  51, 
I.  8,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  persons,"  the  words  "  who  shall 
return  to  their  duty  as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  Commissioners  shall,  and 
are  hereby  required  to  grant  the  same,  when  such  return  to  their  duty 
shall  be  duly  proved  to  them,  the  said  Commissioners." 

And  the  question  being  put.  That  those  words  be  inserted, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  Amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Bill,  in  fo.  51, 
1.  8,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "shall,"  the  words  "be  declared  before 
the  departure  of  the  said  Commissioners  for  America,  by  his  Majesty  in 
Council." 

And  the  question  being  put,  That  those  words  be  there  inserted. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
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case  of  Georgia,  it  had  not  been  even  urged  in  debate,  much 
less  proved,  that  they  had  committed  a  single  act,  which  tiie 
most  willing,  ingenious,  most  expecting,  or  best  paid  lawyer 
in  the  House,  could  sketch  even  so  far  as  a  misdemeanor. 
And  what  would  be  the  certain  consequence  of  the  present 
bill?  but  that  a  whole  Province  was  to  be  proscribed,  its 
trade  giined,  and  its  inhabitants  declared  Rebels,  and  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  tyranny,  or  consent  to  be  starved. 

Lord  North  said  he  had  no  objection  to  have  evidence 
examined,  either  to  prove  the  delinquency  or  the  innocence, 
loyalty  and  obedience  of  the  Province  of  Georgia,  but  he 
presumed  the  witnesses  meant  to  be  moved  for  were  the 
West-India  merchants,  who  probably  would  think  them- 
selves interested  in  the  event  of  the  examination,  and  who, 
besides,  could  not  possibly  be  sufficienty  acquainted  with  the 
present  state  of  the  Colony  to  give  the  House  the  necessary 
information.  Though  Georgia  was  not  actually  in  arms,  or 
in  a  state  of  open  rebellion,  it  was,  nevertheless,  well  known 
that  they  acted  in  conjunction  with  the  other  Colonies,  and 
there  could  not  be  a  more  decisive  proofof  their  disposition', 
and  the  part  they  meant  to  take,  than  their  having  sent  De- 
letjates  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

Mr.  Dempster  animadverted  very  severely  on  the  doctrine 
maintained  by  the  noble  Lord,  that  of  prejudging,  and  on 
that  prejudgment  proceeding  to  inflict  punishment.  He 
said,  such  a  conduct  was  much  more  horrible  in  its  conse- 
quence, and  more  repugnant  to  the  generally  established 
ideas  of  justice  than  anything  yet  imputed  to  that  bloody 
tribunal,  the  Inquisition  ;  for  even  the  inquisitor  proceeded  on 
information,  heard  the  culprit  in  his  own  justification,  attend- 
ed to  the  proofs,  and  pronounced  his  sentence  according  to 
certain  stated  rules,  established  by  the  inventors  of  this  mock 
judicature.  You  have  drawn  the  Colonies  into  the  dilemma 
of  taking  up  arms  or  of  submitting  to  be  slaves,  and  then, 
with  all  possible  moderation  and  candour,  desire  them  to 
lay  down  their  arms,  and  you  will  hear  their  complaints. 
This  was  the  language  of  Charles  I  to  his  Parliament,  and  of 
every  other  tyrant,  from  William  the  Conqueror  to  this  day. 

Mr.  Pownall  (Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade)  detailed 
the  different  proofs  the  Georgians  had  given  of  a  rebellious 
disposition.  He  observed,  that  in  honour  to  his  Majesty, 
two  days  before  his  last  birth-day,  they  threw  the  cannon  of 
one  of  the  forts  in  the  Province  into  the  river,  and  forcibly 
entered  the  powder  magazine,  and  plundered  it  of  every 
ounce  of  its  contents.  Their  own  newspapers  were  full  of 
accounts  of  these  exploits.  If  any  other  proof  was  thought 
requisite,  the  last  resolution  of  their  Committee  must  be 
sufficient  to  convince  the  most  unbelieving,  for  they  had 
voted  ten  thousand  pounds  towards  what  they  called  the 
common  cause,  which,  in  his  opinion,  showed  plainly  that 
they  were  in  earnest. 

Mr.  Burke  said,  this  was  the  first  time  he  ever  heard  news- 
paper information  made  a  foundation  for  any  solemn  pro- 
ceedings in  that  House,  except  an  odd  time  when  the  gentle- 
men of  the  quill  made  free  with  the  noble  Lord  who  sat  on 
the  Treasury  Bench,  and  a  few  of  his  chosen  friends  in  both 
Houses.  He  said,  he  sometimes  frequented  a  coffee-house 
near  the  House,  and  he  had  a  right  to  say,  that  the  master 
of  it  was  extremely  negligent  of  his  duty,  for  he  had  never 
laid  any  of  those  hostile  papers  the  honourable  gentleman 
mentioned  before  him ;  yet,  on  recollection,  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  this  House,  and  not  coffee-houses,  would 
be  the  fittest  place  to  look  for  information  ;  but  he  was  sorry 
to  say,  that  this  House  was  one  of  the  last  in  the  Island  he 
would  look  to  for  any  kind  of  information  whatever.  On 
the  whole,  he  was  sorry  to  perceive  so  sudden  an  alteration 
in  the  honourable  gentleman,  for  he  remembered  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  office  was  not  a  member,  no  man, 
he  thought,  was  clearer,  none  readier  to  communicate,  in  the 
most  candid  manner,  every  intelligence  that  was  proper  or 
consistent  with  his  situation.  For  that  reason,  said  he,  I 
fear  there  is  something  infectious  in  the  air  of  this  House. 
This  gentleman,  who  not  long  since  was  intelligence  itself, 
seems  to  have  been  at  once  emptied,  and  instead  of  drawing 
from  his  usual  source,  is  suddenly  obliged  to  draw  his  most 
important  information  from  the  newspapers. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  be  now  read. 

And  the  Order  of  the  Day  being  read, 

The  Bill  was  read  the  third  time. 


Mr.  Bayley  said :  I  am  well  convinced  there  never  entered 
this  door  before  a  bill  fraught  with  such  injustice  and  cruelty 
as  tlie  present.  In  order  to  wreak  the  revenge  of  a  vindic- 
tive Ministry  on  the  Avmicans,  you  are  now  going  to  ruin 
all  the  plantations  in  the  M'est-Iiidia  Islands,  and  to  give 
their  present  produce  up  for  plunder  to  your  sailors,  before 
the  inhabitants  can  have  any  notice  of  your  intentions.  And 
by  this  infamous  trick,  you  think  you  shall  be  able  to  man 
your  fleet  without  giving  any  bounties  to  your  seamen,  which 
I  much  doubt  if  you  will  find  answer  after  all ;  yet  the  at- 
tempt is  so  very  base  and  wicked,  that  I  defy  any  one  to 
mention  such  an  instance  even  amongst  the  most  savage 
nations,  where  a  Minister  ever  dared  to  give  up  such  a  num- 
ber of  innocent  persons  to  plunder,  without  the  least  crime 
being  laid  to  their  charge.  Sir,  I  have  several  times,  during 
the  progress  of  this  bill,  taken  the  liberty  to  tell  the  House, 
that  before  the  Congress  had  shut  up  the  American  ports, 
which  was  the  10th  of  September  last,  a  great  number  of 
their  vessels  sailed  for  the  fVest-Indies,  chiefly  in  ballast, 
where  the  planters  are  now  loading  them  under  the  sanction 
of  our  Acts  of  Navigation,  never  suspecting  that  we  are  this 
day  capable  of  making  a  law  which  is  to  entrap  them,  by 
enacting,  that  unless  American  vessels  came  to  them  loaded 
with  lumber  or  provisions,  and  obtained  a  certificate  of  it  to 
bring  with  them  to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  with  a  parti- 
cular description  of  their  cargoes  then  on  board,  that  the 
planter's  property  was  to  be  seized  and  made  lawful  prize 
of,  although  they  could  not  possibly  know  of  any  such  sti- 
pulations ;  therefore,  sir,  I  frequently  urged  how  unjust  it 
would  be,  not  to  give  the  inhabitants  of  those  Islands  timely 
notice  of  your  design  before  you  subjected  their  goods  to 
forfeiture.  I  now  again,  sir,  have  a  clause  in  my  hand  to 
offer  for  this  purpose  ;  and  if  it  be  not  accepted,  all  mankind 
will  agree  in  seeing  the  intention  of  this  bitl  in  the  same 
light  that  I  do.  But,  sir,  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  insinuates,  that  no  injury  is  meant  by  this  bill  to 
any  of  the  proprietors  of  West-India  estates.  If  that  was 
really  the  case,  his  Lordship  could  have  no  objection  to  such 
a  clause ;  but  what  serves  to  convince  me  more  than  any 
bare  professions  is,  that  no  one  will  accept  the  one  thousand 
guineas  I  have  declared  myself  ready  to  give,  to  whoever 
will  indemnify  my  property  that  is  now  at  sea  from  being 
seized,  until  I  can  send  information  to  my  managers  in  Ja- 
maica to  forbear  shipping  any  more  on  American  vessels. 
Sir,  I  think  it  an  infamous  robbery  to  have  my  property 
taken  from  me  without  having  infringed  any  law  whatever, 
and  without  giving  me  time  to  guard  against  such  laws  as 
you  are  making.  Although  the  loss  I  may  sustain  on  this 
occasion  may  not  much  affect  me,  I  know  many  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  West-India  Islands  will  be  ruined  by  it, 
having  the  greatest  part  of  what  they  are  worth  in  the  world 
on  board  American  ships  now  on  their  passage  to  this  king- 
dom, and  which  is  now  out  of  their  power  to  remedy.  And 
notwithstanding  they  are  insured  against  the  risk  of  the  seas, 
and  even  pirates,  yet  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  after  escaping 
all  these,  their  ruin  is  inevitable,  from  rapacious  and  unprin- 
cipled Ministers.  However,  I  hope  a  time  will  soon  come 
when  they  will  be  brought  to  answer  for  thus  sporting  with 
men's  lives  and  property,  and  for  so  grossly  deceiving  his 
Majesty,  and  using  their  utmost  endeavours  to  drive  the  in- 
habitants of  every  part  of  his  dominions  into  resistance,  in 
order  to  get  commissions  for  their  dependants,  and  to  fill 
their  own  pockets  with  the  havock  and  spoils  of  war. 

Mr.  Dempster  read  some  extracts  from  letters  he  had  re- 
ceived during  the  summer,  which  tended  to  show  that  coer- 
cive measures  would  never  either  frighten  or  otherwise  induce 
the  Americans  to  enter  into  any  treaty  of  compromise  with 
this  country ;  on  the  contrary,  they  would  risk  everything, 
and  suffer  everything,  before  they  would  be  compelled  by 
force  of  arms  to  submit.  He  observed,  on  the  general  con- 
tents of  these  letters,  that  the  Americans,  like  true  English- 
men, were  too  generous  to  refuse  to  contribute  to  pay  their 
share  or  proportion  towards  the  publick  burdens ;  and,  like 
them,  too  highminded  to  agree  to  any  concessions,  of  which 
unconditional  submission,  which,  in  effect,  was  the  true  defi- 
nition of  slavery,  was  to  be  die  basis. 

Mr.  Brett  offered  an  engrossed  clause  to  be  added  to  the 
bill,  by  way  of  rider,  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act, 
with  respect  to  the  cargoes  of  West-India  ships,  for  a  longer 
time. 
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And  the  question  being  put,  That  the  said  clause  be  brougiit 
up; 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  question  being  put, 
That  the  Bill  do  pass, 

The  House  divided     The  yeas  went  forth  : 

Tellers  for  the  yeas,  {g;vf^J'(.„;^;^    '-    I    '-  }    ''^ 


„  „       .      ,              f  Mr.  Frederick  Montam,  -   1 
Tellers  for  the  noes,  I  j^j^^.^.^^^^ -\     .   j 
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So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Ordered,  That  Sir  Greij  Cooper  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the 
Lords,  and  desire  their  concurrence  therein. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Tuesday,  December  12,  1775. 

A  Message  was  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  by 
Sir  Grey  Cooper,  and  others : 

With  a  Bill  intituled  "An  Act  to  prohibit  all  Trade  and 
Intercourse  with  the  Colonies  of  J\eiv- Hampshire,  Massa- 
chtisetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  ISew-  York,  JSIew- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  Counties  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North- Carolina,  South- Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  Rebellion 
within  the  said  Colonies  respectively ;  for  repealing  an  Act, 
made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty, to  discontinue  the  Landing  and  Discharging,  Lading 
or  Shipping  of  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  at  the  Town 
or  within  the  Harbour  of  5o«^on,  in  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay;  and  also  two  Acts,  made  in  the  last  session 
of  Parliament,  for  restraining  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
the  Colonies  in  the  said  Acts  respectively  mentioned  ;  and 
to  enable  his  Majesty,  or  any  pei-son  or  persons  appointed 
and  authorized  by  his  Majesty,  to  grant  Pardons,  and  to 
issue  Proclamations,  in  the  cases  and  for  the  purposes 
therein  mentioned ;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  said  Bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Bill  be  printed. 

Ordered,  That  die  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  on  Fri- 
day next ;  and  that  the  Lords  be  summoned. 

Friday,  December  15,  1775. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
being  read : 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  read  a  second  time. 

It  was  then  moved,  "To  commit  the  Bill." 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  said  :  I  rise,  my  Lords,  to  give 
a  negative  to  this  bill,  because,  with  all  the  attention  I  have 
been  able  to  bestow  in  considering  and  examining  its  con- 
tents, I  cannot  discover  on  what  ground  of  policy,  justice, 
or  expediency,  it  can  be  fairly  supported.  I  must  observe 
that  the  manner  of  hurrying,  and  the  season  of  the  year  at 
which  this  bill  has  been  introduced  into  Parliament,  in  re- 
markable thin  Houses,  at  a  time,  I  will  maintain,  when  no 
business  of  importance  ought  to  be  brought  under  your 
Lordships'  consideration,  unless  in  cases  of  the  most  urgent 
necessity,  is  to  me  one  very  great  objection  to  sending  it  to 
■a  Committee.  If  we  examine  this  bill,  my  Ijords,  we  shall 
find  the  great  principle  of  it  to  be  founded  in  the  most  ag- 
gravated injustice.  We  shall  find  it  involving  the  innocent 
and  guilty  in  one  common  punishment ;  and,  above  all,  we 
must  lament  to  see  publick  and  parliamentary  encourage- 
ment given  to  the  subjects  of  one  part  of  this  great  empire 
to  rob,  destroy,  and  pillage  the  other.  Looking,  again,  to  the 
sanction  of  the  bill,  and  to  what  is  virtually  to  force  it  into 
operation,  we  find  one  of  the  fundamentals  of  this  Constitu- 
tion invaded.  The  unhappy  people  are  not  only  destined 
to  destruction,  they  are  likewise  to  be  robbed  and  plundered ; 
and,  to  insure  the  execution  of  the  measure,  the  plunder  is 
to  be  shared  among  those  who  are  to  be  employed  to  effect 
this  barbarous  business.  The  matter  I  allude  to,  my  Lords, 
is  that  chuse  which  authorizes  the  seizure  of  every  species 
of  American  property  which  may  be  found  floating  on  the 
sea,  or  in  their  ports  and  harboui-s  ;  and  shares  the  spoils  thus 
taken  among  the  captors.  This,  my  Lords,  I  will  main- 
tain, is  a  direct  violation  of  that  yet  sacred  palladium  of 
our  liberties,  the  Bill  of  Rights ;  a  palladium  which  it  is 
not  in  your  Lordships'  power  to  alter,  violate,  or  abridge, 
without  an  open  and  direct  invasion  of  the  Constitution. 


That  invaluable,  inalienable,  and  constitutional  law,  my 
Lords,  enacts  that  the  property  of  no  subject  of  this  realm 
shall  be  seized  or  confiscated  without  previous  trial  or  con- 
viction. Is  that  the  case  here?  Will  any  of  your  Lord- 
ships say  that  the  clause  of  this  bill  which  gives  the  seizure 
to  the  captors  is  not  the  most  violent  outrage  on  property 
that  can  possibly  be  conceived  ?  In  the  first  instajjce,  the 
ships,  goods,  &,c.,  are  seized  and  turned  over  to  the  Admi- 
ralty Court,  where  they  are  condemned  of  course.  Thus, 
at  one  instant  the  mischief  is  done,  and  the  means  of  ob- 
taining justice  completely  defeated.  Part  of  my  leisure 
hours,  my  Lords,  I  dedicate  to  reading;  and  since  this  bill 
made  its  appearance  in  the  other  House,  I  have  looked  into 
books  the  most  likely  to  instruct  me  on  this  head,  to  see  if 
history  could  furnish  me  with  a  precedent  of  a  similar  na- 
ture ;  I  found  but  one  that  bore  the  least  resemblance,  and 
that  was  the  conduct  of  the  second  Emperor  of  China  of  the 
Tartar  race,  who  issued  an  edict  directing  that  all  die  in- 
habitants on  the  sea-coasts  should  burn  and  destroy  their 
towns  and  their  shipping.  The  edict  was  punctually  and 
rigorously  executed,  and  several  thousand  people  lost  their 
lives  in  the  cruel  devastation.  This  matter  now  alluded  to 
applies  equally  to  the  justice  and  policy  of  the  bill.  My 
Lords,  I  think  it  is  impossible  to  hear  or  read  of  the  present 
struggle  of  America  in  resisting  the  oppressions  she  daily  suf- 
fers, and  the  accumulated  horrours  with  which  she  is  threat- 
ened, and  not  be  highly  interested  in  the  event.  I  feel 
similar  impressions,  but  in  a  stronger  degree,  to  those  made 
on  me  in  reading  of  the  actions  of  Alexander,  as  described 
by  Quintus  Curtius,  or  the  issue  of  the  battle  of  Pharsalia, 
where  CfBsar  gave  the  world  a  master.  It  is  impossible, 
while  the  scene  is  yet  passing,  not  to  be  deeply  affected  in 
the  event  of  the  present  measures.  My  Lords,  I  should  be 
obliged  to  any  of  the  noble  Lords  in  Administration  to  rise 
and  inform  me  what  is  the  true  ground  on  which  they  mean 
to  rest  the  motives  of  this  ruinous  and  unnatural  war.  Is  it 
for  a  revenue?  No ;  that  has  been  disclaimed  by  them  in 
this  House  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  session ;  and  it 
has  been  since  frequently  and  openly  avowed  that  no  reve- 
nue is  expected.  "  It  is  (said  they)  no  object ;  and  if  it 
were,  for  the  present  such  a  scheme  would  be  impracticable 
and  impolitick.  We  want  America  only  to  acknowledge  a 
constitutional  dependancy  on  this  country,  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  power  of  this  Legislature ;  and  we  then  wish 
to  give  them  perfect  security  and  full  enjoyment  of  their 
subordinate  constitutional  rights."  Does  such  a  language 
^s  I  have  now  repeated,  comport  with  the  principles  and 
apparent  intentions  of  this  bill  ?  Are  any  offers  held  out 
to  induce  the  Americans  to  return  to  their  duty,  and  ac- 
knowledge their  subordinate  dependancy  ?  Is  the  claim  of 
taxation  given  up;  or  even  suspended,  in  order  to  remove 
the  apprehensions  such  a  claim  has  justly  excited  in  that 
country  ?  No,  my  Lords,  the  whole  question  lies  at  issue, 
as  when  the  differences  first  arose,  and  war,  as  against 
alien  enemies,  is,  by  this  bill,  denounced  and  publickly  de- 
clared, without  a  single  syllable  of  conciliation  or  concession ; 
and  that  with  an  express  intention  of  supporting,  in  the  most 
unqualified  manner,  every  one  claim  hitherto  set  up  by  this 
country  over  that.  When  a  rebellion  raged  in  the  northern 
part  of  this  Island — a  rebellion  fomented  and  carried  on 
against  the  establishment  in  Church  and  State — no  such  pro- 
hibition as  the  present  was  thought  on.  Many  of  the  peo- 
ple in  that  part  of  the  kingdom  remained  firm  and  loyal. 
In  such  a  cas6,  an  act  of  this  nature  would  be  impolitick 
and  unjust.  We  have  been  told  frequendy,  by  several  no- 
ble Lords  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  that  great  num- 
bers of  people  in  America  continue  friends  to  Government. 
Why,  then,  punish  them  ?  Why  adopt  such  a  plan  of  in- 
discriminate injustice?  Why  involve  the  innocent  and 
guilty  in  one  general  judgment  ?  This  bill  may  establish 
in  future  a  claim,  at  least  an  expectation,  which  I  dare  say 
your  Ijordships  do  not  foresee.  Suppose,  my  Lords,  another 
rebellion  should  break  out  in  the  northern  or  southern  part 
of  this  Island :  would  not  the  soldiery,  in  such  a  case,  have 
as  good  a  right  to  expect  the  plunder  and  confiscations  con- 
sequent on  the  reduction  of  the  rebels,  as  the  seamen  are 
given  by  this  bill  ?  I  see  no  reason  that  they  should  not. 
It  would  operate  as  an  encouragement,  and  every  motive 
would  apply  in  one  case  that  can  possibly  operate  in  the 
other.  Every  argument  that  can  be  urged  in  behalf  of  the 
innocent  and  unoffending  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  America, 
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still  more  strongly,  if  possible,  operates  in  behalf  of  the  West- 
India  Islands,  wliicli,  by  this  bill,  are  to  be  included  in  the 
general  proscription,  without  even  so  much  as  the  slightest 
imputation  of  guilt.  The  West-Indians,  too,  are  to  be 
starved  and  i-uined  to  effect  the  desirable  purposes  of  Ad- 
ministration. Destitute  of  provisions  and  lumber,  they  can- 
not exist ;  or,  supposing  they  could  procure  the  former,  wliat 
are  they  to  do  with  their  crops  ?  Or,  on  supposing  tiiey  could 
preserve  their  crops,  which  it  is  well  known  they  cannot, 
how  is  the  produce  to  be  exported  to  the  Eairopean  markets  ? 
Having  said  thus  much  to  the  general  policy  and  justice  of 
the  bill,  give  me  leave  to  say  a  word  or  two  to  the  expe- 
diency of  it.  Though  the  bill  were  perfectly  justifiable  in 
every  other  respect,  this,  at  least,  will  deserve  your  Lord- 
ships' most  mature  deliberation :  what  force  can  you  send 
out,  with  safety  to  yourselves,  sufHcient  to  carry  this  mass 
of  oppression  into  execution  ?  Recruits  cannot  be  procured 
on  any  terms.  Germans,  it  is  well  known,  will  not  answer 
your  purpose.  The  Russians  cannot  assist  you,  as  they  are 
likely  to  have  employment  enough  nearer  home ;  besides, 
Administration  affect  to  disclaim  ever  having  any  such  inten- 
tion, though  I  believe  the  contrary  is  well  known  to  be  true. 
Whence,  then,  are  you  to  draw  all  your  force?  By  the 
complexion  of  this  bill,  I  should  be  inclined  to  think  the 
whole  weight  of  this  business  is  thrown  on  the  Navy ;  but 
will  your  Lordships  think  it  prudent  to  leave  yourselves  in 
a  great  measure  defenceless  at  home,  while  the  affairs  of  the 
North  of  Europe  present  themselves  in  their  present  form  ? 
I  believe  not.  A  storm,  I  am  well  informed,  is  gathering 
in  that  quarter.  Russia  and  Sweden  are  making  prepara- 
tions for  war.  Prussia  has  interfered  ;  and  France,  in  case 
of  an  actual  rupture,  will  give  Sweden  its  promised  protec- 
tion, and  that  by  a  fleet.  In  such  an  event  I  shall  not  insist 
that  a  British  fleet  will  become  necessary  in  the  Baltick ; 
because  I  presume  that  none  of  your  Lordships  can  imagine 
that  Great  Britain  would  remain  inactive,  and  see  France 
send  a  naval  force  into  the  Northern  Seas ;  and  that  to  act 
against  the  power  in  Europe  with  which  she  stands  most 
closely  connected  and  aUied.  My  Lords,  I  shall  not  detain 
your  Lordships  any  longer.  I  fear  I  have  trespassed  much 
too  far  already  on  your  Lordships'  patience.  I  shall  there- 
fore sit  down,  with  making  an  observation  on  the  concluding 
clause  of  this  bill :  it  is,  the  empowering  the  King  to  grant 
pardons  to  persons  of  whom  you  know  nothing.  In  my 
opinion  it  is  a  very  improper  and  a  very  dangerous  exten- 
sion of  prerogative.  I  have  no  fear  that  his  Majesty  will 
make  a  bad  use  of  it.  I  am  sure  he  will  not  designedly ; 
but  I  contend  that  a. Prince,  even  of  the  best  talents  and 
first-rate  powers  of  discrimination,  cannot  attain  such  a 
knowledge  of  the  abilities  and  characters  of  the  persons  to 
be  appointed  under  this  commission  as  to  prevent  his  being 
imposed  on  and  deceived  in  the  recommendations  made  to 
him  ;  and  that,  consequently,  the  power  is  an  improper  one, 
because,  from  the  very  nature  of  it,  with  the  best  intentions 
in  the  Prince,  it  is  likely  to  be  abused.  For  this,  and  the 
other  reasons  before  stated,  I  am  against  committing  this 
bill. 

Lord  Lyttelton.  I  confess  I  am  much  astonished  at  the 
two  assertions  the  noble  Duke,  who  rose  to  oppose  this  bill, 
sat  out  with :  that  the  bill  had  been  brought  in  at  an  im- 
proper season,  and  had  been  carried  through  thin  Houses. 
For  my  part,  I  beg  leave  to  think  very  differently  from  his 
Grace — at  least  to  draw  very  diflTerent  conclusions.  The 
necessity  of  the  present  bill  justifies  the  bringing  it  in  at  the 
time ;  and  1  imagined  I  should  never  hear  the  objection  of 
non-attendance  arise  from  that  side  of  the  House.  If  the 
bill  has  been  badly  attended  on  the  part  of  Opposition,  in 
the  other  House,  whose  fault  is  that  ?  Is  a  breach  of  publick 
duty  in  them  to  be  imputed  as  a  crime  to  their  adversaries  ? 
I  should  imagine  it  is  rather  an  argument  in  the  favour  of 
Administration.  If  we  turn  to  the  other  part  of  the  noble 
Duke's  assertion,  we  shall  find  it  equally  ill-founded.  The 
bill  took  a  due  time  in  passing  through  its  several  stages, 
an'd  was  fully  and  solemnly  debated  in  its  progress,  clause 
by  clause.  The  noble  Lord  who  conducts  the  publick  busi- 
ness of  the  nation  in  the  House  where  it  originated,  sus- 
tained the  whole  weight  of  opposition,  obviated  the  several 
objections  that  were  made  to  it  in  the  coui-se  of  those  de- 
bates, and  convinced  the  independent  part  of  the  House  of 
its  utility  and  necessity.  Such  being  the  circumstances 
attending  this  bill,  I  am  authorized  to  say,  that  it  was 


neither  brought  in  at  an  improper  season,  nor  was  it  inde- 
cently hurried.  No  charge  of  the  latter  kind  can,  in  my 
opinion,  therefore,  be  made  against  Administration  ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  well  known,  and  now  confessed  on  all  hands, 
(Indeed  the  noble  Lords  on  the  other  side  have  urged  it  as 
a  fault  that  Administration  have  committed,)  that  they  de- 
layed instead  of  hurried  the  necessary  measures  for  reducing 
this  obstinate  and  rebellious  people,  from  motives  of  lenity, 
and  wishing  to  prevent  the  efllision  of  blood,  and  the  horrid 
devastation  consequent  on  a  civil  war.  And  I  am  not  certain 
that  all  the  mischiefs  that  have  since  happened  may  not,  in 
a  great  measure,  be  attributed  to  mistaken  motives  of  hu- 
manity. The  noble  Duke  says,  the  present  bill,  by  confis- 
cating the  property  of  the  Americans,  is  a  violation  and 
invasion  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  because  it  gives  the  property 
taken  to  the  captors,  witliout  a  legal  previous  conviction. 
Does  not  the  preamble  of  this  bill  affirm  the  Americans  to 
be  in  open  rebellion  ?  Is  not,  then,  the  proof  of  the  pro- 
perty following  such  a  declaration  of  the  Legislature,  and 
that  founded  on  innumerable  acts  of  hostility  committed 
against  the  King  and  Parliament,  a  full  and  legal  convic- 
tion ?  My  Lords,  it  will  be  said,  perhaps,  that  America  is 
not  in  rebellion.  What,  then,  can  we  call  rebellion,  if  tlvis 
be  not  ?  They  have  attacked  our  troops,  seized  the  King's 
forts  and  military  magazines ;  they  have,  as  far  as  was  in 
their  power,  cut  themselves  off  from  this  country,  by  pro- 
hibiting every  kind  of  trade  and  commercial  intercourse 
with  it.  If  this  be  not  a  state  of  open  war,  hostility,  and 
defiance,  I  cannot  tell  what  is.  Have  not  those  unnatural 
Colonists  to  rebellion  added  all  the  circumstances  of  rapine 
and  publick  robbery  ?  Have  not  they  been  base  enough, 
under  the  treacherous  pretence  of  defending  the  Canadians, 
to  commit  the  most  notorious  acts  of  oppression  and  injus- 
tice ?  And  have  not  the  people  of  Canada  been  compelled 
to  take  up  arms  against  them,  in  order  to  resist  the  universal 
brigandage  that  must  have  been  the  consequence,  if  they 
any  longer  continued  passive,  or  did  not  rise  in  defence  of 
their  property,  daily  wrested  out  of  their  hands  by  the  most 
shameful  acts  of  violence  ?  I  lately  saw  a  letter  from  that 
country,  in  which  this  reason  is  directly  assigned :  that  at 
length  they  found  it  necessary  to  arm  and  defend  them- 
selves (the  words  were  the  very  terms  I  have  now  used — 
contre  brigandage)  against  this  publick  robbery  and  extor- 
tion. My  Lords,  the  noble  Duke  tells  you  that  a  storm  is 
gathering  in  the  North,  which  may  find  sufficient  employ- 
ment for  our  fleet  in  Europe.  Are,  then,  all  the  terrours  of 
a  rupture  with  France,  in  case  this  war  should  continue  for 
any  time,  at  once  abandoned  by  his  Grace  and  his  friends 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  ?  and  do  they  now  falsify 
their  own  predictions,  delivered  with  so  much  confidence, 
in  order  to  hold  up  fresh  bugbears  of  their  own  creating  ? 
We  have  now  no  longer  any  fears  of  an  invasion  from 
France.  Our  coasts  are  no  longer  in  danger  from  that  for- 
midable enemy,  who,  according  to  the  noble  Duke's  infor- 
mation, is  to  be  employed  elsewhere.  Sweden  and  Russia 
are  preparing  to  attack  each  other.  Prussia  and  France  are 
to  take  respective  sides  in  this  quarrel.  What,  then,  does 
this  amount  to,  but  that  France,  jealous  of  the  increasing 
power  o{ Russia,  and  in  compliance  with  her  engagements 
entered  into  with  Sweden,  will  take  a  part  in  those  disputes  ? 
Does  not  this  prove  to  a  demonstration  that  Framx,  ope- 
rated on  by  her  jealousies,  and  obliged  by  her  treaties  with 
Sweden,  can  never  think  of  preventing  or  interrupting  us  in 
the  prosecution  of  reducing  our  rebellious  subjects  ?  Such 
an  attempt  would  be  madness  in  any  event,  but,  on  the 
present  occasion,  would  be  directly  militating  against  her 
own  views.  But  supposing,  my  Lords,  that  the  matter 
really  stood  as  the  noble  Lords  in  Opposition  have  fre- 
quently stated  it,  in  the  course  of  the  last  and  present  ses- 
sion ;  I  will  suppose,  what  I  am  sure  is  not  the  case,  that  jt 
was  both  the  interest  and  intentions  oi  France  anA  Spain 
to  prevent  us  from  reducing  our  rebellious  Colonists  into  a 
state  of  legal  obedience  and  constitutional  submission ;  and 
that,  if  we  persisted  in  our  declared  resolution  of  asserting 
our  rights,  we  must  expect  to  be  engaged  in  a  war  with 
the  united  force  of  the  House  of  Bourbon :  would  that  be 
a  motive  with  your  Lordships  for  submitting  to  your  rebel- 
lious subjects  in  the  present  contest  ?  I  think  it  would  not. 
I  am  sure  it  ought  not.  If  a  dread  of  a  war  with  those 
Powers  should  be  a  sufticieiit  reason  for  such  a  disgraceful, 
spiritless  conduct,  I  am  well  convinced  it  would  have  a 
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directly  contrary  effect.  Tliose  Powers  would  soon  conclude 
that  a  nation  which  had  not  power  or  force  sufficient  to 
coerce  its  own  members,  would  be  no  longer  a  formidable 
enemy.  They  would  look  upon  you  as  an  abject,  tame, 
mercenary  people,  who,  from  a  mere  love  of  lucre,  would 
consent  to  sacrifice  all  the  pride,  dignity,  and  superior  inte- 
rest of  yourselves  and  posterity,  rather  than  suffer  a  tempo- 
xarj'  inconvenience,  or  forego  for  a  while  the  advantages  de- 
rived from  a  commercial  intercourse  with  your  Colonies. 
They,  in  fine,  would  look  on  you  as  a  nation  of  merchants, 
from  whom  nothing  was  to  be  feared ;  to'ally  emptied  of 
that  spirit  of  warfare  on  every  proper  occasion — that  mar- 
tial ardour,  native  prowess,  and  thiret  of  fame,  which  have 
hitherto  rendered  you  justly  formidable  and  terrible  to  your 
enemies.  Therefore  I  contend,  my  Lords,  that  it  is  doubly 
incumbent  on  you  to  exert  yourselves,  even  as  a  means  of 
keeping  your  natural  enemies  and  ambitious  neighbours  in 
that  state  of  awe  and  reverence  towards  you  which  will  be 
always  one  of  the  best  bulwarks  of  the  national  safety,  and 
your  own  domestick  tranquillity. 

My  Ijords,  though  I  wish  sincerely  that  America,  should 
she  persist  obstinately  to  resist  the  constitutional  and  equi- 
table claims  of  this  country,  may  be  compelled  to  acknow- 
ledge them,  yet  I  do  not  desire  that  the  people  of  that 
country  should  be  abridged  of  their  ancient  privileges — 
such,  I  mean,  as  are  consistent  with  the  common  interests  of 
both  countries  ;  such  as  it  is  proper  for  us  to  grant  or  con- 
firm, and  for  them  to  retain  or  enjoy ;  and  whenever  they 
return  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty,  I  shall  very  readily 
give  my  support  to  any  plan  which  may  be  the  most  likely 
to  heal  the  unhappy  wounds  that  have  been  already  given, 
and  for  receiving  them  once  more  into  the  bosom  of  the 
mother  country.  The  noble  Duke  has  bestowed  the  hardest 
names  he  could  possibly  invent  on  this  bill ;  and,  to  show 
the  folly  as  well  as  injustice  of  it,  asks  what  it  is  we  are 
contending  for.  Says  the  noble  Duke,  the  claim  of  taxa- 
tion has  been  given  up  ;  it  has  been  relinquished  on  the 
idea  of  its  impracticability  and  inexpediency.  I  deny  it.  I 
contend  it  never  has.  And  we  know  that  the  main  support 
given  to  it  in  the  other  House,  as  well  as  to  the  general 
measures  respecting  America,  was  on  the  supposition  that 
a  revenue  is  expected  to  be  obtained  from  America,  towards 
alleviating  part  of  the  heavy  burdens  at  present  borne  by 
this  country.  We  know  these  are  the  wishes  and  senti- 
ments of  the  country  gentlemen  in  the  other  House — men 
of  the  most  independent  principles  and  most  ample  fortunes 
in  the  kingdom.  I  will  not  pretend  to  say  to  what  amount 
or  in  what  mode  America  ought  to  be  compelled  to  con- 
tribute. Perhaps,  in  their  present  state  and  condition,  the 
assistance  they  would  be  able  to  give  to  the  mother  country 
would  be  but  small ;  but  I  insist  a  foundation  ought  to  be 
laid  in  the  first  instance,  which  should  keep  a  proportion 
with  their  abilities ;  and  that  it  should  be  framed  with  a 
particular  view  to  that  object,  so  as  to  oblige  them  to  share 
the  burdens,  in  proportion  as  they  shared  and  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  this  Government.  I  do  not  pretend  to  point 
out  the  properest  or  most  expedient  mode  of  executing  this 
plan  :  whether  by  taxes  or  customs,  commercial  duties,  or 
by  requisition.  Those  are  questions  of  policy  that  do  not  in- 
terfere with  the  principle  it  is  our  business  first  to  establish — 
the  principle  of  compelling  them  to  acknowledge  the  right ; 
afterwards  it  will  be  time  enough  to  look  to  the  policy  and 
the  most  expedient  means  of  effectually  carrying  it  into  exe- 
cution, under  the  consideration  of  the  general  interests  of 
the  empire,  as  well  as  to  the  local  circumstances  applying 
to  the  particular  situation  of  either  or  both  countries. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond.  I  entirely  agree  with  the  noble 
Duke,  who  rose  to  oppose  the  committing  of  this  bill,  in 
every  particular  opinion  he  delivered  on  it.  I  think  it  a 
most  unjust,  oppressive,  and  tyrannical  measure.  It  will  be 
therefore  understood,  my  Lords,  that  in  the  course  of  what 
I  shall  offer  against  any  clause,  which,  on  account  of  its 
cruelty  and  injustice,  may  strike  me  more  particulariy,  that 
when  I  dwell  on  that  point,  I  by  no  means  approve  of  those 
other  parts  on  which  I  shall  forbear  to  animadvert,  or  per- 
haps slightly  pass  over. 

I  perceive,  my  Lords,  that  this  bill  is  a  formal  denuncia- 
tion of  war  against  the  Colonies ;  and,  on  that  ground,  is  not 
to  be  combatted  with  arguments  only  applicable  to  a  state 
of  tranquillity,  or  even  some  sorts  and  degrees  of  civil  dis- 
order.    Though  1  totally  disapprove  of  such  a  war,  and 


the  principle  on  which  it  is  entered  into,  I  am  ready  to  con- 
fess that  many  things  are  justifiable  in  such  a  stale  of  things, 
on  which  the  most  obdurate  and  inhuman  minds  would  con- 
template with  horrour  in  any  other.  1  know  that  it  is  looked 
upon  not  only  justifiable  and  gallant,  but  an  act  of  merito- 
rious duty,  for  an  officer  or  soldier  to  disguise  himself  in 
woman's  clothes,  and,  in  that  disguise,  to  stab  a  sentinel  on 
his  post.  I  know,  too,  that  men  of  the  highest  and  most 
exalted  honour  have  not  scrupled  to  come  at  secrets  under 
the  sacred  seal  of  confidence,  and  turn  the  information  to 
the  destruction  of  their  enemies,  when  it  was  believed  that 
those  acts  of  horrour  and  treachery  promised  to  be  means  of 
promoting  the  designs,  and  furthering  the  views  and  success 
of  their  friends,  and  the  cause  they  were  engaged  in.  But, 
my  Lords,  where  no  view  of  this  kind  can  be  answered, 
where  no  one  desirable  purpose  can  be  obtained,  I  shall 
always  oppose  an  act  of  wanton  cruelty,  and,  I  may  add, 
on  this  occasion,  of  impolicy  ;  as  I  will  venture  to  predict, 
it  will  only  exasperate  those  against  whom  it  is  intended, 
and  render  them  more  desperate,  determined,  and  enraged, 
against  their  merciless  persecutors  and  oppressors.  It  is  the 
clause  I  have  now  under  my  eye,  for  compelling  such  per- 
sons as  may  be  taken  in  the  ships  and  vessels  described  in 
this  bill,  to  enter  on  board  his  Majesty's  ships-of-war.  Such 
a  compulsion  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  most  aggravated  act  of 
cruelty.  You  not  only  strip  them  of  their  property,  but 
by  violence  force  them,  at  the  peril  of  capital  punishment, 
to  serve  you,  as  being  under  the  act  of  Parliament  for  regu- 
lating our  naval  forces,  and  thus  make  them  liable  to  suffer 
as  deserters,  contrary  to  the  established  usage  observed  in 
respect  of  men  pressed  into  his  Majesty's  service.  You 
even  do  worse:  you  compel  them  to  fight  against  their 
fathers,  brothere,  and  nearest  relations  ;  and  that,  too,  cort- 
trary  to  the  conviction  of  their  own  consciences  ;  and  should 
they  refuse  to  execute  the  barbarous  service  with  rigour  and 
punctuality,  you  are  then  authorized,  by  the  law  just  men- 
tioned, to  shoot  them  for  a  breach  of  duty.  This,  my  Lords, 
if  I  had  no  other  objection  to  the  bill,  I  must  confess,  ope- 
rates very  forcibly  on  my  mind  ;  and  I  would  recommend 
to  the  noble  Lords  in  Administration,  to  amend  or  totally 
omit  this  clause  in  the  committee,  and  not,  by  a  wanton, 
unnecessary  act  of  power,  add  to  the  horrours  consequent  on 
a  war  of  so  cruel  and  barbarous  a  nature.  I  beg  leave  to 
remind  your  Lordships  once  more,  that  I  do  not  mean,  by 
pointing  to  this  clause,  to  give  any  sanction  to  any  one  part 
of  the  bill.  All  I  would  wish  is,  to  intimate  to  its  friends 
and  supporters  that  this  bloody  clause,  this  provision  of 
wanton  barbarity,  even  on  their  own  principles,  is  totally 
unnecessary.  The  noble  Lord  says,  the  present  measures 
pursuing  against  America  are  popular,  and  that  Opposition 
have  taken  up,  for  once,  the  unpopular  side  of  the  question. 
I  fairiy  assent,  in  part,  to  the  noble  Lord's  assertion  ;  for  I 
believe  the  people  were  never  more  divided  in  their  senti- 
ments than  at  present.  But  while  I  allow  this,  I  do  not 
assent  to  the  assertion  in  the  latitude  the  noble  Lord  has 
stated  it.  In  the  words  of  a  noble  Lord  in  a  former  debate, 
[Lord  Camden,]  we  have  scarcely  seen  an  address  that  has 
not  spawned  a  petition.  We  have  been  told  by  several 
noble  Lords  in  Administration,  that  America,  too,  is  divided. 
And  I  believe  it  may  be  ;  at  least  we  have  many  reasons  to 
believe  tliat  they  are  far  from  being  unanimous.  What  will, 
in  all  probability,  be  the  consequence  of  this  bill,  but  at 
once  to  put  an  end  to  all  divisions,  and  to  render  them 
unanimous  ?  Yet  suppose  the  contrary :  will  not  this  bill 
involve  those  who  think  this  country  in  the  right — those  who 
have  retained  their  loyalty,  and  remained  firm  in  their  obedi- 
ence— in  one  common  punishment  with  the  most  determined, 
open,  and  violent  enemies  and  opposers  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment? The  former  will  be  liable  to  have  their  ships  seized, 
their  goods  and  merchandises  confiscated,  their  persons 
pressed,  as  well  as  the  latter.  Besides,  I  believe  this  clause 
is  contrary  to  the  usual  mode  adopted  in  regard  to  persons 
pressed  to  serve  aboard  in  his  Majesty's  ships-of-war,  who  are 
never  subjected  to  capital  punishments  for  desertion.  The 
noble  Lord  has  given,  as  a  proof  of  the  general  opinion  of 
the  people  respecting  this  war,  and  particularly  those  con- 
cerned in  the  West-India  trade,  that  if  the  ruin  of  the  JVest- 
India  Islands  was  to  be  a  consequence  of  it,  the  people  of 
a  borough  in  his  neighbourhood  (the  town  of  Bewdley) 
would  never  have  taken  the  part  they  have  done ;  a  town 
which  his  Lordship  says  carries  on  a  twelfth  part  of  the 
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export  trade  to  those  Islands.  I  admire  the  noble  I^ord's 
accuracy  of  computation.  It  is  the  first  time  that  I  have 
heard  a  matter  of  such  importance  so  minutely  and  cor- 
rectly stated ;  and  it  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  that 
Bewdlcij  was  a  place  of  such  consequence,  or  that  it  car- 
ried on  so  great  and  extensive  an  export  trade.  But,  my 
Lords,  allowing  that  the  borough  oi  Bewdley  advised  with 
the  noble  Lord,  and  offered  to  address  his  Majesty  unsoli- 
cited, as  his  Lordship  says ;  supposing  likewise  that  they 
were  unanimous  in  their  sentiments ;  I  still  beg  leave  to 
think  that  the  West-India  planters,  and  the  great  body  of 
merchants  concerned  in  the  West-India  trade  in  the  cities 
of  London  and  Bristol,  are  full  as  respectable  an  authority 
as  the  addresses  from  the  town  of  Bewdley ;  and  to  show 
that  the  present  bill  will  very  materially  affect  the  Sugar 
Islands,  should  it  be  passed  into  a  law,  they  appeared  the 
last  year  at  your  Lordships'  bar,  and  this  year  at  the  bar 
of  the  other  House ;  but  I  believe  they  will  hardly  trouble 
your  Lordships  on  the  present  occasion,  for  experience  has 
taught  them  to  despair  of  obtaining  any  sort  of  redress.  It 
is  too  often  a  misfortune  in  this  country  for  persons  to  en- 
tertain very  different  ideas,  when  in  and  out  of  employ- 
ment. I  heard  the  noble  Lord  with  great  pleasure  on  the 
first  of  the  session  express  sentiments  of  a  very  different 
nature  ;  and  still  retaining  my  former  opinions,  I  cannot  say 
but  I  approved  much  better  of  the  speech  then  delivered 
than  of  the  sentiments  now  so  warmly  and  so  ably  urged 
by  his  Lordship.  When  I  make  this  cursory  observation,  I 
cannot  but  suppose  that  his  Lordship's  change  of  opinion 
has  arisen  purely  from  conviction.  On  the  whole,  my 
Lords,  I  pronounce  this  bill,  both  in  principle  and  in  all  its 
provisions  and  clauses,  like  those  it  is  to  succeed,  to  be 
fraught  with  all  possible  injustice  and  cruelty.  I  do  not 
think  the  people  o{  America  in  rebellion,  but  resisting  acts 
of  the  most  unexampled  cruelty  and  oppression.  [Here  a 
cry  of  order,  order!]  I  do  not  retract  a  syllable  of  what  I 
have  said.  I  think  I  am  justified  in  the  expression,  by  the 
uniform  custom  and  usage  of  Parliament,  which  secures  to 
its  members  the  freedom  of  debate  ;  or  why  else  are  they  at 
all  permitted  to  deliver  their  opinions  ?  If  the  injustice  of 
the  bill  be  manifest,  because  it  proceeds  on  an  idea  which 
is  false  in  fact — that  the  Colonies  are  in  open  rebellion,  the 
provisions  of  it  are  no  less  cruel.  They  subject  the  pro- 
perty of  the  innocent  and  unoffending  to  confiscation,  with- 
out a  trial ;  they  give  an  undue  preference  to  the  Navy  over 
the  Army,  or  else  establish  a  precedent  of  a  most  dangerous 
and  alarming  tendency,  that  of  giving  the  possessions  of  one 
part  of  the  subjects  of  the  same  empire  to  those  employed 
to  reduce  them  ;  but,  more  than  all,  they  authorize  an  act 
of  the  most  wanton  and  horrid  cruelty — that  of  obliging 
such  as  are  taken  in  the  act  of  trading,  for  their  mainte- 
nance and  support,  to  enter  and  serve  on  board  his  Majes- 
ty's ships-of-war. 

Lord  Lyitelton.  I  do  not  at  all  think  it  decent  or  Par- 
liamentary to  allude  to  anything  said  in  a  former  debate ;  I 
am  sure  such  a  conduct  has  always  been  discountenanced 
in  this  House.  I  am  happy,  however,  in  seeing  so  full  a 
bar,  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  exculpating  myself 
from  charges  and  insinuations  equally  ill-founded  and  unjust. 
I  cannot  say  that  I  literally  remember  the  words  that  fell 
from  me  on  the  occasion  alluded  to;  but  I  think  my  memory 
will  sufficiently  serve  me  to  recollect  the  material  scope  and 
tendency  of  what  I  then  urged.  In  relation  to  the  foreign 
troops,  1  thought  then,  and  I  have  not  since  changed  my 
opinion,  that  the  previous  consent  of  Parliament  was  neces- 
sary to  legalize  that  measure ;  that  nothing  could  justify  it 
but  the  necessity;  and  that  an  act  of  indemnity  was  requi- 
site, in  order  to  quiet  the  just  apprehensions  which  such  a 
measure  ought  to  occasion  in  the  breast  of  every  person  who 
wished  well  to  the  Constitution  of  this  country,  as  establish- 
ed at  the  Revolution,  if  the  necessity  was  not  stated  as  the 
only  true  ground  of  justification.  What  happened  after- 
wards? A  bill  of  indemnity  was  brought  into  and  passed 
the  other  House ;  it  came  to  a  third  reading  in  this  House ; 
and  such  was  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  noble  Lords 
in  Opposition  that  they  opposed  it ;  and  several  Lords  in 
Administration  uniting  with  them  on  a  different  ground,  the 
bill  was  lost  and  rejected  unanimously.  Whether  the  no- 
ble Duke's  friends  and  partisans,  or  I,  acted  most  consistently 
on  that  occasion,  1  submit  to  your  Lordships.  As  to  the 
general  measures  to  be  pursued  against  America,  I  will 


remind  your  Lordships,  that  I  voted  and  spoke  uniformly  in 
the  sentiments  1  have  this  day  maintained,  till  the  fii-st  day 
of  (he  present  session  ;  and  on  that  day,  too,  I  only  differed 
from  Administration  because  I  thought  measures  of  such 
wide  and  important  extent,  recommended  from  the  Throne, 
called  for  information  the  Ministers  seemed  unwilling  to  give, 
or  absolutely  refused.  Ignorant  as  I  then  was,  I  very  pro- 
periy  refused  to  support  measures  the  object  of  which,  and 
the  means  of  executing,  1  was  totally  a  stranger  to.  On 
that  ground  alone  I  refused  to  co-operate  with  Administra- 
tion. Here  the  matter  rested,  till  his  Majesty's  servants 
thought  proper  to  give  me  that  kind  of  information  I  thought 
necessary  to  direct  me  in  my  future  conduct.  They  were 
pleased  to  repose  a  confidence  in  me,  which  I  hope  and  trust 
I  shall  never  abuse,  and  which  perfectly  satisfied  me  that 
their  views  were  ultimately  founded  in  wisdom,  and  directed 
to  such  objects  as  promised  to  give  and  ensure  the  most 
happy  and  desirable  termination  to  the  present  unhappy 
disputes.  Thus  convinced  of  the  rectitude  and  wisdom  of 
Administration,  I  accepted  of  the  place  I  now  enjoy,  but 
upon  no  other  terms  but  those  I  have  mentioned.  I  have 
always  acted,  and  shall  continue  to  act  on  the  most  con- 
scientious motives,  and  upon  reasons  of  the  most  perfect 
conviction.  I  do  assure  your  Lordships,  that  I  have  never 
swerved  from  my  integrity  In  a  single  instance.  As  to  tlie 
place  I  have  been  appointed  to,  I  received  it  as  a  mark  of 
his  Majesty's  most  gracious  inclination  towards  me.  I  have 
always  looked  upon  it,  in  point  of  emolument,  to  be  a  mat- 
ter of  very  trivial  consideration.  My  fortune  is  too  conside- 
rable to  regard  It  In  any  other  light.  I  did  not  seek  It.  I 
did  not  act  the  servile  part  of  a  placeman  or  a  pensioner,  by 
meanly  stooping  to  apply  and  beg  for  it ;  and  expect  and 
think  I  have  a  right  not  to  be  Included  among  such  as  do ; 
for  If  it  was  an  object  of  moment,  which  it  is  not,  I  never 
shall  sacrifice  my  opinion  to  any  personal  or  private  consi- 
deration. I  own  I  am  greatly  astonished  to  hear  the  noble 
Duke,  who  spoke  last,  affirm  that  America  Is  not  at  present 
In  a  state  of  rebellion,  though  his  Grace  knows  that  the 
Colonists  have  been  declared  Rebels  by  the  most  solemn 
declarations  Parfiament  is  capable  of  expressing ;  by  acts  of 
the  whole  Legislature,  stamped  with  the  authority  of  King, 
Lords  and  Commons.  This,  my  Lords,  I  think  Is  a  prece- 
dent that  should  not  be  endured  in  this  House ;  and,  till  the 
authority  of  it  is  again  restored,  I  shall  never  think  that  we 
can  expect  to  have  a  proper  obedience  paid  to  the  dignity 
of  Parliament.  I  think  that  laws,  the  justice  of  which  are 
arraigned  and  condemned  by  some  of  the  very  persons  who 
are  supposed  to  have  a  hand  in  framing  and  assenting  to 
them,  will  always  lose  a  considerable  part,  if  not  all,  their 
efiicacy,  while  such  liberties  are  permitted  to  be  wantonly 
taken  with  them.  I  know  If  I  were  an  American,  and  re- 
tained any  doubt  of  the  part  I  ought  to  take  on  the  present 
occasion,  and  were  to  learn  that  a  noble  Lord  in  this  House 
contended  that  the  measures  proposed  by  this  bill  were 
founded  In  injustice  and  cruelty,  and  that  opposition  to  such 
measures  was  justifiable,  I  must  confess  It  would  go  a  great 
way  In  satisfying  and  removing  my  doubts,  and  determining 
my  future  conduct.  I  perfectly  coincide  In  the  opinion  of 
Cicero,  who  was  an  actor  in  the  scenes  Immediately  pre- 
ceding the  destruction  of  the  liberties  of  Rome,  that  such 
an  Improper  licentious  use  of  liberty  is  totally  destructive 
of  its  essence.  His  expression  was  extremely  applicable 
on  the  present  occasion,  Immoderata  licentia  conscionis. 
As  well,  therefore,  on  that  account,  as  the  general  impro- 
priety of  such  a  conduct,  I  must  tell  the  noble  Duke  that, 
if  he  should  repeat  the  same  sentiments,  I  mean  to  take 
the  sense  of  the  House,  whether  it  be  consistent  with  the 
decorum  and  dignity  of  their  proceedings,  to  permit  such  an 
improper  liberty  of  speech  to  pass  without  a  proper  animad- 
version and  censure. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond.  I  imagine,  if  the  noble  I^rd 
had  properiy  conceived  my  meaning,  he  could  never  have 
possibly  drawn  such  inferences  from  my  expressions.  What 
I  said  then,  and  what  I  still  maintain,  is,  that,  as  a  member 
of  this  House,  I  have  a  full  right,  as  long  as  the  freedom  of 
debate  is  held  sacred,  to  deliver  my  opinion  without  reserve. 
The  point  immediately  under  the  consideration  of  the  House 
is  the  present  bill ;  the  bill  asserts  that  the  Americans  are 
in  rebellion :  I  say  they  are  not,  and  state  that  as  niy  rea- 
son for  opposing  It.  Is  this  indecent  ?  Is  this  unpariiamen- 
tary,  or  contrary  to  the  uniform  and  established  usages  of 
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this  House  ?  Tlie  noble  Lord  says  that  I  ought  and  am 
bound  to  confine  myself  to  the  immediate  subject  of  de- 
bate ;  and  that  I  am  disorderly,  and  deserve  the  censure'  of 
your  Lordships,  should  I  violate  the  usual  mode  of  debating 
questions  in  this  House.  In  this  I  perfectly  agree  with  his 
Lordship ;  but  I  should  be  much  obliged  to  the  noble  Lord 
to  direct  me  how  to  proceed,  so  as  to  debate,  and  yet  en- 
tirely keep  clear  of  the  subject.  For  instance,  1  should 
particularly  thank  him  if  he  would  instruct  me  how  to  ex- 
press my  dislike  to  the  bill,  without  pointing  out  the  grounds 
and  motives  of  that  dislike.  I  think  the  bill,  in  its  princi- 
ple and  all  its  parts,  unjust,  impolitick,  and  inexpedient : 
how,  then,  can  I  support  my  assertion,  but  by  arguing 
against  its  impolicy,  injustice,  and  inexpediency  ?  But,  says 
the  noble  Jjord,  though  you  oppose  the  bill,  and  disapprove 
of  it,  you  should  not  arraign  acts  of  Parliament ;  you  should 
not  question  nor  condemn  the  acts  of  King,  Lords  and 
(/ommons ;  for  so  long  as  they  remain  and  continue  to  be 
the  law  of  the  land,  it  is  indecent  and  unparliamentary  to 
find  fault  with  them.  Does  his  Lordship  mean  to  push 
this  doctrine  as  far  as  it  will  go ;  or  does  he  wish  to  employ 
it  only  to  a  particular  purpose,  to  answer  that  of  the  present 
debate?  In  either  event,  I  fancy  his  Lordship  will  find 
himself  much  mistaken.  For  instance,  I  say  the  present 
bill  is  cruel,  oppressive,  and  tyrannick.  I  contend,  that  the 
resistance  made  by  the  Colonists  is  in  consequence  of  other 
acts  equally  oppressive,  cruel,  and  tyrannick ;  and  thus  I 
prove  that  this  resistance  is  not  rebellion,  but  that  the  Ame- 
ricans are  resisting  acts  of  violence  and  injustice ;  conse- 
quently, that  such  resistance  is  neither  treason  nor  rebellion; 
but  is  perfectly  justifiable  in  every  possible,  political,  and 
moral  sense.  The  noble  Lord  seems  desirous  of  calling  the 
censure  of  the  House  on  me.  If  I  have  been  disorderly,  I 
am  ready  to  abide  by  the  sense  of  it.  I  think  I  have  not ; 
and,  relying  on  that  opinion,  I  neither  withdraw  nor  retract 
my  former  expressions ;  and  am  very  ready  to  indulge  his 
Lordship,  by  taking  the  sense  of  the  House,  whether  or  not 
I  deserve  its  censure. 

The  Earl  of  Denbigh.  As  an  old  member  of  this  House, 
I  think,  with  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  early  in  this  debate, 
that  the  expression  of  the  noble  Duke  is  extremely  repre- 
hensible and  disorderly.  The  noble  Duke  may,  it  is  true, 
deliver  his  opinion  freely  on  the  question  immediately  before 
the  House,  be  it  what  it  may  ;  but  I  contend  that  he  is 
bound  to  confine  himself  solely  to  that,  and  not  to  go  out  of 
it.  Nor  is  any  Lord,  in  debate,  waiTanted  in  charging  an 
act  of  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  with  tyranny  and 
injustice.  If  this  licentious  use  of  the  freedom  of  debate 
were  indulged,  it  is  impossible  to  say  where  it  might  stop. 
Any  noble  Lord  might  rise  in  his  place,  and  affirm  that  his 
Majesty  was  an  usurper,  and  that  George  III  had  no  right 
to  the  crown  of  this  realm.  I  contend,  therefore,  that  by 
the  laws  and  Constitution  of  this  realm,  any  expression  may 
be  as  well  justified,  under  the  claim  of  exercising  the  privi- 
lege of  speech,  as  that  America  is  not  in  rebellion,  or  that 
resistance  to  the  acts  of  the  British  Parliament  is  no  more 
than  resistance  to  the  most  wanton  acts  of  tyranny  and 
oppression  ;  and  I  do  openly  contend,  that  those  who  defend 
rebellion,  are  themselves  little  better  than  rebels ;  and  that 
there  is  very  litde  difference  between  the  traitor  and  he  who 
openly  or  privately  abets  treason. 

The  Duke  o( Richmond.  The  noise  your  Lordships  have 
heard  has  reached  below  the  bar,  and  must  convince  you 
that  the  noble  Earl  who  spoke  last  has  been  heard  there. 
But  I  will  tell  his  Lordship,  that  I  am  not  to  be  intimidated 
or  deterred  from  my  duty  by  loud  words.  Such  exertions 
of  mere  sound  will  not  prevent  me  from  punctually  per- 
forming my  duty.  The  noble  Earl  says  I  have  explained 
away  my  meaning.  I  believe  his  Lordship  would  not  have 
maintained  such  an  assertion  if  he  knew  properly  the  differ- 
ence between  explaining  and  explaining  away.  The  noble 
Earl,  as  a  collateral  proof  of  his  knowledge  of  the  forms 
and  orders  of  this  House,  says  he  is  an  old  member.  I 
believe  I  am  almost  as  old  a  member  as  his  Lordship ;  at 
least,  I  have  sat  near  twenty  years  here  ;  and  I  cannot  be 
persuaded  that  I  have  offended  against  any  established  rule 
or  form  of  this  House.  As  to  the  point  of  explaining  away 
my  meaning,  I  must  remind  his  Lordship,  that  I  do  not 
mean  to  retract  anything  I  have  said ;  and  if  he  has  pro- 
perly attended  to  my  explanation,  he  will  be  convinced  that 
what  I  asserted  at  both  times  substantially  correspond  with 


each  other;  if  he  should  think  otherwise,  I  now  take  the 
oi)portunity  of  informing  the  noble  Earl  that  I  strictly  ad- 
here to  the  firet  expressions  I  used,  and  am  ready  to  abide 
the  sense  of  your  IjOrdships,  who  are  to  determine  whether 
or  not  I  have  transgressed.  As  to  the  expression  of  traitor, 
the  noble  Earl  has  so  freely  applied,  I  believe  there  are  no 
traitors  in  this  House  now-a-days. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich.  I  am  an  older  member  of  this 
House  than  either  the  noble  Duke  or  noble  Earl.  I  have 
sat  here  these  seven-and-thirty  years,  and  am  happy  in  tes- 
tifying, since  my  first  knowledge  of  Parliament,  that  I  never 
saw  the  debates  in  this  House  conducted  with  greater  pro- 
priety and  decorum  during  my  acquaintance  with  it,  than  in 
the  course  of  this  business  respecting  America.  I  am,  my 
Lords,  extremely  unhappy  when  I  am  witness  to  such  alter- 
cations as  these ;  they  always  impede  publick  business,  an- 
swer no  one  substantial  or  beneficial  purpose  whatever,  and 
are  only  productive  of  ill-humour.  As  to  the  point  of  order, 
if  I  may  be  permitted  to  state  my  pretensions,  as  one  of  the 
old,  if  not  the  oldest  member  of  this  House,  I  have  always 
seen  it  observed,  as  a  constant  rule  of  debate,  never  to  con- 
demn any  act  of  Parliament  unless  on  a  motion  for  its  repeal. 
In  every  other  respect,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  noble  Duke 
was  perfectly  justifiable,  so  long  as  he  confined  himself  to 
the  subject-matter  of  the  bill-;  but  I,  at  the  same  time,  con- 
tend, that  he  has  no  right  to  go  out  of  the  question  to  in- 
vestigate or  deliver  his  sentiments  upon  points  not  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  As  some  objections  have  been 
stated  against  this  bill  which  immediately  apply  to  the 
business  of  the  department  over  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  preside,  I  look  upon  myself  particularly  called  upon  to 
give  every  satisfaction  in  my  power. 

Two  objections  have  been  stated  against  the  present  bill 
by  the  two  noble  Dukes  who  have  opposed  its  commitment. 
The  first  noble  Duke  complains  of  the  injustice  of  this  bill, 
because  it  gives  the  spoils  taken  from  the  enemy  to  the 
captors.  Is  this  unusual  ?  I  am  sure  it  is  not.  It  has  been 
so  during  the  last  two  wars  carried  on  by  this  country.  I 
do  not  know  of  a  more  meritorious  set  of  men  than  our  sea- 
men, nor  more  deserving  of  every  degree  of  publick  encour- 
agement ;  besides  the  general  motives  of  executing  their 
duty  with  attention  and  punctuality,  the  prospect  of  sharing 
the  captures  among  the  officers  and  seamen  will  be  a  very 
great  means  of  speedily  manning  our  Navy  without  expense. 
It  has  likewise  been  much  relied  on  .  by  the  noble  Lords  in 
opposition  that  this  bill  confounds  the  innocent  with  the 
guilty ;  but  I  believe  your  Lordships  will  perceive  that  very 
few  can  be  classed  in  the  former  description,  as  the  terrours 
of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses  have  compell- 
ed almost  every  man  in  that  country  to  take  a  decided  part. 
I  shall  not  detain  your  Lordships  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
night,  by  going  into  a  long  detail  of  proofs ;  I  shall  only 
mention  two  instances,  to  satisfy  your  Lordships  of  the  cruel 
and  cowardly  disposition  of  the  Americans,  by  stating  to 
your  Lordships  that  they  have  even  tarred  and  feathered 
three  women,  and  have  put  an  innocent  free  negro  to  death, 
attended  with  every  circumstance  of  cruelty  and  baseness. 
The  free  negro's  name  was  Jerry,  and  he  was  worth  several 
hundred  pounds.  This  man,  in  an  unguarded  minute,  said, 
if  any  of  the  King's  ships  came  to  that  quarter,  or  the 
port  where  he  resided,  that  he  would  pilot  them  safely  up. 
This  being  reported  to  the  Committee,  a  mock  tribunal  was 
appointed  to  try  him,  and  he  was  acquitted  for  want  of  evi- 
dence. Not  satisfied  with  this  first  attempt  on  the  man's 
life,  another  negro,  not  a  free  one,  was  suborned  to  repeat 
the  charge,  on  which  the  unhappy  man  was  condemned 
and  executed,  though  the  evidence  of  the  slave  should  not 
have,  according  to  the  Colony  laws,  been  received  against 
a  free  man.  There  was  another  particular  circumstance 
happened  relative  to  this  horrid  affair,  which  was,  that 
although  the  negro  recanted  eveiy  syllable  he  had  sworn 
against  Jerry,  and  owned  that  all  he  said  on  the  trial  was  a 
lie,  yet  Jerry  was  nevertheless  put  to  death. 

The  noble  Duke  who  spoke  last  seems  to  lament  greatly 
the  cruelty  of  obliging  such  seamen  as  are  taken  aboard  the 
American  vessels  to  enter  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war.  For 
my  part,  I  think  very  differently  from  the  noble  Duke.  In- 
stead of  an  instance  of  cruelty  or  oppression,  I  think  it  is 
doing  them  rather  a  favour,  as  you  put  them  into  instant 
pay.  Besides,  though  this  bill  were  never  passed,  if  we 
should  want  seamen  to  man  our  Navy,  and  it  should  be- 
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come  necessary  to  issue  press-warrants,  tlie  persons  com- 
pelled by  the  clause  to  enter  would  be  liable  to  be  pressed. 
So  that,  in  that  view  of  the  matter,  this  bill  creates  no  new 
hardship.  Suppose,  my  Lords,  that  we  should  be  inclined 
to  alter  or  modiiy  this  clause,  as  the  noble  Duke  seems  de- 
sirous :  you  would  not,  it  may  be  presumed,  after  you  had 
those  men  in  your  power,  put  them  in  a  situation  again  to 
resist  you.  What,  then,  are  you  to  do  ?  In  the  case  of 
prisoners  taken  in  a  foreign  war,  we  know  they  are  brought 
home  and  confined  in  prison,  and  detained  here  till  a  peace 
ensues,  or  they  are  exchanged  upon  cartel  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war ;  but  in  the  present  case,  the  matter 
being  new,  and  no  provision  being  made,  and  in  fact  in  the 
event  of  a  want  of  men,  the  persons  found  aboard  British 
ships  being  liable  to  be  pressed,  I  am  cf  opinion  the  clause 
on  these  several  grounds  is  entirely  unobjectionable.  I  am 
much  obliged  to  your  Lordships  for  the  indulgence  you  have 
shown,  by  hearing  me  so  patiently.  I  shall  not  detain  your 
Lordships  much  longer.  I  shall  only  say  a  word  or  two  to 
the  point  urged  by  the  first  noble  Duke  who  spoke  in  this 
debate.  That  noble  Duke  says  that  a  storm  is  gathering  in 
the  North ;  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  should  not  trust  to 
the  assurances  of  foreign  Courts ;  and  that  we  ought  not, 
prosecuting  this  war  against  our  rebellious  subjects,  to  ren- 
der ourselves,  by  a  misplaced  confidence  in  those  assurances, 
defenceless  at  home,  and  liable  to  be  surprised  or  attacked 
by  our  natural  enemies.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  exactly 
what  may  be  the  effect  of  the  present  disputes  in  the  North ; 
but  I  will  tell  the  noble  Duke  that  we  do  not  trust  to  the 
assurances  of  foreign  rowel's  ;  and  that  if  such  a  measure 
should  happen  to  be  necessary,  we  shall  be  able,  at  a  very 
short  warning,  to  fit  out  a  fleet  and  send  it  into  the  Baltick ; 
and  further,  that  by  the  present  plan  of  operations,  we  shall 
not  have  a  single  line-of-battle  ship  in  America,  as  three  fifty- 
gun  ships  will  be  sent  to  replace  the  three  line-of-battle 
ships  now  serving  on  that  station  ;  and  that,  consequently, 
we  shall  have  such  a  formidable  force  at  home,  ready  to  act 
upon  any  emergency  that  may  rise  during  the  progress  of  this 
business,  as  will  not  only  be  fully  sufficient  to  protect  our- 
selves against  any  attack  our  enemies  might  meditate,  but 
likewise  to  adopt  such  other  measures  of  vigour  and  effect 
as  the  particular  state  of  affairs  in  Europe  might  render  ne- 
cessary or  expedient. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne.  In  whatever  view  this  bill,  both 
in  principle  and  the  mode  of  enforcing  that  principle,  pre- 
sents itself,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  fraught  with  every  accu- 
mula.ted  species  of  impolicy  and  injustice.  I  shall,  in  the  few 
observations  I  propose  to  make  on  it,  deliver  my  mind  free- 
ly; on  this,  however,  as  on  all  former  occasions,  looking 
upon  myself  at  liberty  to  alter  my  opinion  and  to  regulate 
my  judgment  merely  on  the  merits  of  the  matter  under 
debate,  combined  with  its  own  particular  circumstances,  not 
by  any  collateral  motives  which  do  not  properly  relate  to 
the  question  before  me.  The  first  matter  that  forces  its 
way  to  your  Lordships'  consideration,  on  perusing  this  bill, 
is  the  principle,  which  appears  to  me  no  less  cruel  than  im- 
politick.  It  is,  as  has  been  well  observed  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  and  to  which  I  have  not  as  yet  heard  a  rational 
answer,  to  the  last  degree  cruel  and  unjust,  because  it  in- 
volves the  innocent  in  one  common  punishment  with  the 
guilty.  It  is  impolitick,  because  it  will  throw  the  people 
into  a  state  of  desperation,  and  of  necessity  force  them  to 
take  up  arms  in  their  own  defence  ;  so  that  it  will  have  the 
double  effect  of  transforming  your  friends,  such  as  have 
hitherto  continued  so,  into  the  most  inveterate  enemies ;  and 
inspiring  both  friends  and  foes  with  the  most  enthusiastick 
and  desperate  resolutions  of  resisting  a  coercion  that  leaves 
them  no  other  alternative  but  submission  to  the  most  abject 
state  of  slavery,  or  of  ending  in  their  complete  destruction, 
unless  they  should  prevail  in  the  contest.  But,  my  Lords, 
I  have  a  stronger  objection  to  the  principle  of  the  bill. than 
even  that  I  have  now  stated.  It  proceeds  on  the  idea  that 
America  is  in  rebellion  to  the  just  authority  of  this  country. 
1  deny  it.  I  contend  that  they  have  been  in  part,  if  not 
entirely  forced  to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  property, 
which  has  been  attempted,  by  the  acts  of  this  Legislature, 
to  be  wrested  unjustly  out  of  their  hands.  They  have  been 
taxed  by  the  British  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
a  revenue.  They  have  been  thereby  deprived  of  the  in- 
alienable privilege  of  a  British  subject — that  of  voting  away 
his  money,  of  judging  of  the  quantum,  and  of  the  propriety 


of  entirely  withholding  it,  should  he  not  approve  of  the  uses 
or  purposes  to  which  it  may  be  intended  to  be  applied. 
Besides  this  general  unquestionable  ground  I  have  now 
stated,  taxation  has  been  attempted  to  be  carried  into  effect 
contrary  to  the  usual  mode,  to  the  ancient  usage  of  re(]uisi- 
tion.  1  therefore  contend,  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  is 
ill-founded  and  unjust  in  the  first  concoction  ;  and  tiierefore 
that  the  idea  is  false  on  which  it  proceeds ;  for  the  Colonists 
are  not  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  but  are  armed  in  support  of 
their  just,  their  inalienable  and  constitutional  rights,  thus 
openly  invaded  and  attacked. 

The  noble  Earl  in  office  has  assigned  every  reason  for 
inserting  the  clause  in  this  bill  which  has  been  objected  to 
by  the  noble  Duke,  but  what  appears  to  me  to  be  at  the 
first  blush  the  most  obvious.  His  Lordship  says,  that  in  a 
foreign  war  we  secure  all  prisoners  which  fall  into  our  hands 
in  prison ;  but  that  we  shall  not  know  how  to  dispose  of 
those  which  may  be  taken  on  the  present  case,  as  no  pro- 
vision has  been  made  in  the  bill  for  that  purpose.  But  if 
the  noble  Earl  will  pennit  me,  I  will  tell  him  what  appears 
the  true  motive  for  inserting  that  clause — a  mere  wanton  act 
of  feminine  revenge,  a  mere  love  of  cruelty  and  oppression. 
But  let  us  pass  over  that  consideration,  and  turn  to  the 
means  proposed  in  the  bill  itself,  for  ensuring  its  operation. 
This  I  take  to  be  framed,  too,  on  other  grounds  than  those 
of  merely  rewarding  merit.  On  a  former  occasion  the  noble 
Earl,  though  he  did  not  positively  assure  us,  gave  us  the 
strongest  hopes  that  we  should  be  able  to  man  our  Navy 
without  pressing;  but  finding  it  impracticable,  the  noble 
Earl  and  his  bi-ethren  in  office  have  had  recourse  to  this 
method  of  dividing  the  prizes  taken  among  the  captors,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  unpopular  mode  of  pressing,  or  of  dis- 
closing to  the  publick  that  our  seamen  are  as  averse  to  this 
service  as  our  landsmen  have  already  proved  themselves. 
I  believe  the  noble  Earl  distinguished  himself  in  a  wanii 
opposition,  during  the  Spanish  war  in  1741,  and  assisted  in 
carrying  the  measure  against  the  Minister,  for  dividing  the 
captures  taken  from  the  enemy  among  the  captors.  Lord 
Bath  was  at  the  head  of  that  opposition  ;  and  I  believe  the 
noble  Earl  does  not  forget  that  the  great  argument  then 
used  in  both  Houses  was,  that  such  an  encouragement  be- 
came absolutely  necessary;  for  as  the  merchants'  wages 
were  so  much  higher  than  the  pay  allowed  by  Government, 
such  a  stimulative  to  enter  aboard  the  King's  ships  would 
be  the  only,  best,  and  most  probable  means  of  speedily  man- 
ning our  Navy  upon  any  sudden  emergency.  This,  my 
Lords,  cannot  be  said  to  be  the  case  at  present ;  no  such 
reason  can  now  be  assigned ;  for  I  believe  die  merchants' 
wages  are  rather  lower  than  usual ;  at  least  I  am  well  in- 
formed they  have  not  been  raised  for  some  time  past.  I  do 
not  know  that  dividing  the  prizes  in  the  manner  usually 
adopted  among  the  captors,  is  perfectly  right  at  any  time ; 
but  as  it  is  the  only  reason  that  has  been  ever  assigned,  and 
that  it  does  not  at  present  exist,  I  must  confess,  that  that, 
with  the  circumstances  attending  it,  is  another  reason  why 
I  am  against  this  bill.  I  should  think  myself  justified  in 
passing  over  the  matter  I  am  now  about  mentioning  to  your 
Lordships,  as  not  directly  applying  to  the  subject-matter  of 
this  debate,  if  I  did  not  think  it  of  the  most  material  con- 
sequence ;  I  mean  the  two  resolutions  agreed  to  in  the  other 
House  relative  to  the  Colony  o{  Nova-Scotia.  As  we  can- 
not procure  any  information  in  this  House,  I  am  under  the 
necessity  of  seeking  it  wherever  I  can  find  it.  In  the  votes 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  I  find  that  they  have  resolved, 
that  no  other  duties  or  customs  shall  be  paid  for  any  goods 
or  merchandise  imported  into  the  Colony  o{ Nova-Scotiahut 
what  is  expressed  in  the  second  resolution ;  and  that  in  the 
second  resolution,  that  is  resolved  not  to  exceed  eight  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  on  all  foreign  commodities.  Now,  my 
Lords,  on  those  resolutions,  two  matters  very  sensibly  strike 
me:  first,  the  smallness  of  the  revenue  for  which,  it  seems, 
we  are  contending ;  and,  secondly,  the  direct  invasion  of  the 
Act  of  Navigation,  expressed  in  the  second  resolution,  which 
states  the  duty  of  eight  per  cent,  to  be  upon  foreign  com- 
modities imported  from  the  place  of  their  growth.  This  last, 
in  my  opinion,  is  directly  cutting  up  that  great  palladium 
of  our  commerce,  that  great  source  of  all  the  advantages  we 
now  happily  enjoy,  as  the  first  commercial  and  trading  na- 
tion in  Europe ;  for  the  spirit  and  letter  on  which  the  whole 
of  that  law  is  founded,  are,  that  no  article  or  commodity 
shall  be  directly  imported  into  the  Colonies  h>m  the  place 
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of  their  growth.  Taking  this  in  either  light,  as  a  mark  of 
indulgence  and  favour  intended  to  this  paltry  Colony,  which 
has  cost  this  country  more  than  the  fee  simple  of  it  is  worth  ; 
or  taking  it  as  a  foundation  for  a  treaty  with  the  other  Co- 
lonics, I  think  such  an  invasion  of  the  Navigation  Act 
totally  improper.  But  when  we  come  to  compute  what  the 
probable  amount  of  such  a  revenue  would  come  to,  we  must 
pause  with  astonishment  to  behold  this  country  involving 
Itself  in  such  scenes  of  blood,  expense,  and  ruin,  in  tlie  pur- 
suit and  attainment  of  such  an  object.  The  imports  into 
the  Colonies  are  computed  to  be  between  three  and  four 
millions  annually.  Now,  taking  it  on  the  largest  scale,  we 
may  presume  that  the  amount  of  the  foreign  commodities 
to  be  permitted  to  be  imported  would  be  about  an  eighth 
of  the  whole  imports,  which,  by  computation,  is  found  to  be 
the  case  in  the  Colony  just  mentioned.  Take,  then,  the 
eight  per  cent,  and  you  have  the  sum  total  of  the  revenue, 
which  will  be  at  or  about  forty-five  thousand  pounds  per  an- 
num, a  sum  which  will  no  more  than  pay  the  expense  of  col- 
lecting it ;  and,  indeed,  if  not  managed  with  greater  economy 
than  the  last,  will  not  be  sufficient.  If,  then,  our  present 
warlike  preparations,  in  which  (to  borrow  a  current  Ministe- 
rial phrase)  every  nerve  and  sinew  of  war  and  national 
ability  is  to  be  exerted,  be  to  obtain  just  nothing ;  I  can 
only  say,  that  it  brings  to  my  remembrance  the  conduct  of 
a  country  gentleman,  who  made  it  a  condition  with  his 
tenants  to  supply  him  with  a  certain  number  of  carts  and 
horses,  and  prided  himself  greatly  in  that  mark  of  his  autho- 
rity, thougli  he  enjoyed  it  at  the  expense  of  a  considerable 
decrease  in  his  rents,  as  he  let  his  lands  considerably  lower 
than  the  real  value  on  that  account.  On  the  other  hand,' 
if  the  resolutions  are  meant  to  stop  there,  and  are  intended 
as  a  mark  of  particular  favour,  I  think,  at  all  events,  it  is 
very  improperly  exerted  towards  such  a  paltr}'  Province, 
Halifax  being  called  the  gin-shop  of  America,  which,  ac- 
cording to  a  late  publication,  does  noj  import  above  thirty 
thousand  pounds  per  annum,  and  has  already  cost  this  na- 
tion between  three  and  four  hundred  thousand  pounds,  while 
Pennsylvania,  whose  imports  are  three  hundred  thousand 
pounds  per  annum,  never  cost  this  country  a  single  shilling. 
But,  above  all,  I  am  warmly  against  any  measure  which 
may  directly  or  indirectly  be  the  means  of  defeating  that 
valuable  and  truly  beneficial  law,  the  Act  of  Navigation. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich.  The  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last, 
I  believe,  nay,  I  am  sure,  must  be  mistaken  respecting  the 
lowness  of  seamen's  wages,  for,  on  applying  lately  to  the 
master  of  a  transport  vessel,  he  advised  a  press,  as  he  said 
it  would  be  impossible  to  procure  hands  to  man  a  ship,  un- 
less at  a  very  advanced  price,  as  he  was  obliged  to  promise 
them  thirty-five  shillings  a  month,  and  yet  they  still  de- 
manded an  advance  ;  and  before  they  got  out  of  the  river, 
■would  probably  refuse  to  proceed  on  their  voyage,  if  their 
wages  were  not  raised  to  fifty  shillings  per  month. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne.  I  have  no  manner  of  reason  to 
doubt  that  the  noble  Earl  has  stated  what  the  master  told 
him  very  faithfully ;  but  I  should  have  hoped  that  his  Lord- 
ship knew  the  world,  at  least  the  duties  of  his  office,  better 
than  to  rely  solely  on  the  information  of  a  person  whose 
interest  immediately  depended  on  misleading  him.  I  am 
not  surprised,  therefore,  though  I  do  not  believe  the  fact  as 
coming  from  the  master,  that  he  said  the  seamen  would  in- 
sist on  fifty  shillings  per  month  before  they  left  the  river;  but 
I  am  much  surprised  that  he  did  not  state  it  much  higher, 
and  that  the  noble  Earl  should  rest  satisfied  with  the  report 
of  a  man  who  was  to  profit  from  the  imposition.  I  imagined 
that  a  noble  Lord,  high  in  office  as  he  is,  and  at  the  head 
of  a  great  department,  might  have  drawn  his  information 
from  a  better  and  purer  source  than  the  master  of  a  trans- 
port. 

Viscount  Weymouth.  I  do  not  think  that  the  noble  Lord 
■who  stated  the'  resolutions  agreed  to  in  the  other  House,  was 
justified  in  making  them  any  part  of  the  subject  of  this  day's 
debate,  or  going  out  of  the  question  immediately  before  us. 
We  are  not  "bound  to  adopt  the  resolutions  he  mentions ; 
and  if  they  should  be  found  to  be  subversive  of  the  Act  of 
Navigation,  we  shall,  at  a  proper  time,  have  an  opportunity 
of  considering  them  in  the  only  Pariiamentary  maimer  in 
which  they  can  be  mentioned  in  this  House;  at  present 
such  a  discussion  is  totally  irregular  and  premature. 

Lord  Wycombe  [Eari  of  Shelburne.]  I  crumot  think  my- 
self tlie  least  disorderiy.     The  subject  of  the  debate  relates 


to  America.  I  think,  therefore,  I  am  fully  justified  in  speak- 
ing to  any  material  point  which  concerns  it.  The  resolu- 
tions of  the  House  of  Commons  of  last  year  were  made  a 
ground  of  treaty  with  the  Colonies — 1  think  very  improperiy ; 
for  this  House,  in  my  opinion,  should  have  been  previously 
consulted. 

Ijord  Viscount  Weymouth.  There  is  a  material  difference 
between  the  resolutions  relative  to  Nova-Scotia  and  those 
of  last  year.  On  the  latter,  no  measure  was  proposed  or 
taken  ;  on  the  former,  a  bill  is  ordered  to  be  brought  in  ;  con- 
sequently the  matter  will  come  properly  before  your  Lord- 
ships. 

Duke  of  Richmond.  Besides  the  clause  I  have  before 
mentioned,  as  full  of  wanton  iniquity,  I  should  be  glad  to 
be  informed  by  some  noble  Lord  on  the  other  side,  whether 
all  ships,  &.C.,  found  in  port,  belonging  as  well  to  the  ene- 
mies as  friends  of  Government,  are  liable  to  confiscation, 
when  not  found  offending,  that  is,  trading  at  sea ;  because, 
if  the  clause  means  that,  I  think  it  is  still  an  aggravation  of 
the  monstrous  and  notorious  injustice  of  this  bill. 

Lord  Wycombe  [Earl  of  Shelburne.]  I  had  my  doubts 
relative  to  this  clause  the  noble  Duke. has  mentioned;  but 
on  close  examination,  I  think  one  part  means  to  intend  the 
contrary,  though  it  is  not  cleariy  expressed.  I  should  be 
glad,  before  we  rise,  however,  to  hear  some  of  the  noble 
supporters  of  this  bill  rise  and  explain  it. 

Duke  of  Richmond.  I  fear  I  am  not  perfectly  under- 
stood. What  I  mean  is,  supposing  a  friend  of  Government, 
an  innocent  man,  learning  the  contents  of  this  bill,  should 
endeavour  to  comply  with  it,  and  neither  wishing  to  offend 
against  the  law,  nor  risk  his  property,  should  put  his  vessel 
into  dock  and  unrig  her,  waiting  for  better  and  more  peace- 
able times :  whether,  I  say,  in  such  a  case,  his  vessel  so  laid 
up,  would  be  liable  to  be  seized  and  confiscated  ? 

Lord  Viscount  Weymouth.  It  is  impossible  to  decide,  or 
give  a  direct  answer  to  the  noble  Duke's  question ;  that 
must  be  left  to  the  determination  of  the  Courts  of  Admi- 
ralty. 

Lord  MansfieU.  The  noble  Duke  has  put  his  question 
very  fairly.  In  my  opinion,  the  intention  of  the  bill  is,  that 
the  ships,  &.C.,  lying  in  dock,  should  be  subject  to  confis- 
cation. The  principle  of  the  bill  is,  to  make  a  naval  war 
upon  America;  and  as,  in  such  cases,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  make  distinctions  in  favour  of  the  innocent,  the  bill  has 
been  framed  according  to  the  general  ideas  of  carrying  a 
war  against  a  foreign  enemy,  where  it  is  always  taken  for 
granted  that  every  individual  is  concerned  in  and  abetting 
every  act  of  hostility ;  and  I  presume  the  great  motive  for 
passing  this  bill  is,  to  vest  the  effects,  &c.,  found  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Americans,  to  the  captors ;  because  no  existing 
law  has  provided  for  the  case  of  a  sea  war  carried  on  against 
Rebels.  In  King  William's  time,  when  Ireland  was  in  re- 
bellion, the  defect  was  first  discovered.  A  few  of  the  Rebel 
ships  were  taken  and  condemned,  but  the  legality  of  such 
an  act  ■was  doubted.  On  the  whole,  I  take  it  clearly,  that 
the  clause  extends  generally,  without  exception. 

Duke  of  Richmond.  I  think  it  is  an  additional  reason 
against  sharing  the  whole  of  the  confiscations  among  the  cap- 
tors, as  it  will  not  be  in  his  Majesty's  power,  by  this  bill,  to 
make  any  distinction  in  favour  of  those  who  must,  according 
to  the  noble  and  learned  I^ord's  explanation,  suffer  inno- 
cently ;  whereas  if  a  part  of  the  confiscation  were  reserved 
for  that  particular  purpose,  redress  might,  on  a  petition  and 
a  consequent  inquiry,  be  obtained. 

[A  conversation  now  arose,  relative  to  the  powers  vested 
in  the  Crown,  between  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond, Lord  Shelburne,  and  Lord  Weymouth ;  in  which  the 
power  of  pardoning  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  reason  for 
inserting  the  clause  in  the  bill,  seemed  to  be  misunderstood, 
till  Lord  Mansfield  observed,  that  such  a  power  of  delega- 
tion-was inherent  in  the  Crown  without  the  aid  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  he  instanced  in  the  uniform  exercise  of  it  by 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  the  Commission  issued 
in  the  reign  of  King  William  to  treat  with  the  Irish  Rebels. 
But  the  reason  why  it  was  mentioned  in  the  bill  was,  be- 
cause the  power  given  militated  against  two  acts  of  Pariia- 
ment,  which  of  course  called  for  equal  power  to  set  them 
aside.] 

The  question  was  then  put,  on  committing  the  Bill. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  Contents  48,  Proxies 
30 ;  Non-Contents  12,  Proxies  7. 
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The  following  Protest  was  entered ; 
"  Dissentient. 

"  L  Because  this  bill,  by  considering  the  Colonies  in 
America  as  a  foreign  nation,  and  declaring  war  on  them  in 
that  character,  has  a  direct  tendency  to  effect  an  entire  and 
(we  fear)  permanent  separation  between  the  two  capital 
parts  of  this  empire.  It  is  new  to  behold  a  nation  making 
a  separation  of  its  parts  by  a  law,  in  liopes  of  reuniting 
them  by  a  treaty.  The  sovereign  power  has  hitherto  al- 
ways regarded  rebellion  as  the  criminal  act  of  individuals, 
and  not  the  hostility  of  any  great  collective  body  of  the 
community.  The  framers  of  this  bill  admit  the  principle  in 
its  full  force ;  although  by  all  the  provisions  they  every- 
where contradict  it ;  for  whilst  the  clauses  of  the  bill  consign 
all  to  punishment,  the  preamble  only  declares  that  many 
are  guilty;  the  Legislature  choosing  to  be  considered  rather 
as  unjust  to  particulars,  than  confess  itself  to  be  univereally 
odious.  The  English  on  both  sides  of  the  ocean  are  now 
taught,  by  act  of  Parliament,  to  look  on  themselves  as  sepa- 
rate nations,  nations  susceptible  of  general  hostility,  and 
proper  parties  for  mutual  declarations  of  war  and  treaties  of 
peace.  We  are  by  this  act  preparing  their  minds  for  that 
independence  which  we  charge  them  with  affecting  ;  whilst 
we  drive  them  to  the  necessity  of  it  by  repeated  injuries. 

'•■  2.  Because  this  bill  enables  and  encourages  the  Navy 
of  England  to  make  an  indiscriminate  prey  oi'  the  property 
of  English  subjects  trading  to  or  from  the  Colonies,  (even 
of  the  ships  which  lie  quiet  in  the  American  ports,)  without 
regarding  whether  that  property  belongs  to  friends  or  ene- 
mies, to  the  dutiful  or  to  the  disobedient.  This  plan  of 
promiscuous  rapine  (unworthy  of  the  wisdom  and  decorum 
of  Government)  must  complete  what  yet  remains  to  be  com- 
pleted of  the  union  in  North-America  against  the  authority 
of  Parliament.  Parliament,  in  this  bill,  seems  much  more 
inclined  to  distress  than  able  or  willing  to  protect.  In  North- 
America  the  refractory  and  submissive  may  be  blended 
together.  In  the  West-Indies  all  are  innocent ;  but  all  are 
doomed  to  a  much  more  severe  and  much  more  certain 
punishment  than  falls  upon  the  most  guilty  in  North-Ame- 
rica. The  whole  accommodation,  if  not  the  immediate 
subsistence  of  the  West-India  Islands,  depends  on  a  com- 
mercial connection  with  the  Continent,  from  which,  by  this 
bill,  they  are  expressly  restrained.  One  of  the  chief  and 
much  the  most  plausible  of  the  complaints  made  last  year 
against  the  North- American  Colonies,  was  a  resolution  on 
their  part  to  withhold  supply  from  the  Sugar  Plantations ; 
but  this  year  we  have  made  ourselves  to  adopt  and  sanctify 
that  very  conduct  which  we  had  painted  to  the  world  in 
such  odious  colours.  It  must  appear  as  if  this  bill  was  pur- 
posely made  against  the  West-Indies ;  and  lest  the  people  of 
the  United  Colonies  might  return  to  sentiments  of  fraternal 
affection,  or  from  motives  of  self-interest,  or  from  impatience 
of  so  hard  a  restraint^  should  disobey  or  elude  the  orders  of 
the  Congress,  and  afford  relief  to  our  innocent  planters  in 
the  West-Indies,  it  seems  as  if  an  act  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment came  in  aid  of  that  authority,  and  provided  that  no 
supply  whatsoever  shall  be  carried  to  the  West-Indies  con- 
trary to  the  resolution  of  the  Congress. 

'•  3.  Because  this  bill  gready  exceeds  in  violence  the  pat- 
tern of  injustice  which  it  seems  to  follow.  In  some  respects 
the  prohibition  of  the  Congress  materially  differed  from  the 
prohibition  of  this  bill :  theii-s  was  not  immediate.  Time 
was  given  to  the  West-Indies  for  supply,  both  from  Ame- 
rica and  other  places.  No  confiscations  were  made.  We, 
on  die  other  hand,  have  permitted  die  trade  from  America, 
as  long  as  it  was  necessary  to  save  ourselves  from  famine,  and 
to  enable  the  Colonists  to  pay  their  debts.  This  supply  they 
have  made  plentifully,  and  many  of  these  debts  they  have 
discharged  most  honourably.  In  return  for  this,  to  us  iiseful 
and  honourable  behaviour.  Ministry,  abusing  the  bounty  of 
Providence,  on  the  first  restoration  of  domestick  plenty  has 
fabricated  a  bill  for  seizing  American  vessels  now  trading 
under  the  faith  of  an  act  of  Parliament ;  no  ship  of  theirs 
being  suffered  to  return  to  its  own  country,  either  from 
hence  or  from  the  West-Indies. 

"4.  Because  the  bill,  not  satisfied  with  making  preda- 
tory war  upon  the  trade  of  the  Colonies,  thinks  it  necessary 
to  stimulate  particular  avarice  and  rapacity  to  an  activity  in 
such  service,  by  rendering  captures  of  North- American  \es- 
sels  and  goods  the  property  ol'  the  captors.  This  regulation 
is  now,  ibr  tlie  first  time  by  any  regular  authority  in  this 


kingdom,  to  be  adopted  in  a  civil  contention.  We  consider 
this  method  of  holding  out  the  spoil  of  their  fellow-citizens 
for  the  reward  of  alacrity  in  civil  wai-s,  as  a  source  of  the 
most  dangerous  corruption  that  can  be  conceived ;  in  the 
first  instance  to  our  Navy,  and  in  its  consequence  to  our 
Army.  A  number  of  bold  enterprising  men,  trained  to  the 
profession  of  arms,  with  fortunes  to  make,  and  promotion  to 
be  obtained,  are  naturally  lovers  of  war.  When  diey  have 
once  tasted  of  emoluments  from  domestick  spoil,  they  will 
no  longer  look  on  the  commerce  o( England  as  an  object  of 
protection,  but  of  plunder.  They  will  see  die  prosperous 
state  of  peaceful  domestick  industry,  not  with  pleasure,  but 
with  envy.  They  will  be  taught  to  wish  for  those  lucrative 
civil  commotions,  which  they  will  always  have  the  means 
of  provoking.  Our  soldiers  in  the  land  service  will  see  no 
reason  for  their  being  distinguished  from  the  marine ;  and 
they  will  call  for  the  plunder  o{  English  trading  towns, 
when  they  see  that  the  seamen  have  been  indulged  in  the 
plunder  oi'  English  trading  ships.  It  never  can  be  safe  for 
a  State  to  hold  out  an  interest  in  disturbing  it,  to  those  who 
have  the  sword  in  their  hand.  The  greatest  republiek  of 
which  history  gives  us  any  knowledge,  was  subverted  by 
this  license  of  domestick  plunder.  We  are  perfectly  assur- 
ed, that  the  Navy  of  England  wants  no  such  unnatural  and 
impious  encouragement  towards  the  performance  of  any 
duty  which  their  known  publick  spirit,  and  yet  uncorrupted 
honour,  may  make  it  fit  for  them  to  perform.  And  it  is  no 
less  on  theirs,  than  on  the  publick  account,  a  matter  of  the 
most  serious  affliction  to  us,  that  a  service  always  looked 
upon,  (and  hitherto  most  jusUy,)  not  only  without  fear  or 
jealousy,  but  with  the  most  partial  affection  in  every  part  of 
this  empire,  should  be  unnecessarily  exposed  to  the  lasting 
odium  which  must  attend  those  who  are  enriched  from  the 
spoils  of  citizens,  amongst  whom  they  may  be  obliged  to 
spend  their  lives,  and  form  their  connections.  Civil  wars 
(when  they  must  be  made)  should  be  made  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  not  to  render  the  return  to  peace  and  cordiality  im- 
practicable. If  the  spoil  ordered  by  this  act  had  been  left 
in  the  Crown,  the  Crown  might  use  it  as  an  encouragement 
for  a  return  to  obedience,  and  as  a  means  of  future  peace. 
It  is  now  only  a  provocation,  through  despair  and  resent- 
ment, to  perpetual  hostility.  We  cannot  possibly  discern 
how  any  necessary  operation  of  war  is  strengthened  by  this 
disgrace  of  the  legislature.  But  if  die  arms  now  used  should 
succeed  so  as  to  enforce  a  temporary  and  reluctant  obedi- 
ence, we  see  but  too  well  that  this  bill  will  leave  such  a 
sting  in  the  minds  of  the  Colonists,  as  to  render  our  govern- 
ment there  hated  and  suspected,  and  therefore  forever  pre- 
carious. 

"  5.  Because  this  bill,  by  anticipating  all  legal  judgment 
of  the  offences  of  those  whose  goods  are  forfeited,  overturns 
one  of  the  most  excellent  and  profoundly  considered  parts 
of  Uiat  fundamental  law,  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  which 
declares,  '  that  all  grants  of  fines  and  forfeitures  of  particu- 
lar persons  before  conviction,  are  illegal  and  void.'  This 
provision  is  expressly  made,  lest  rapacious  Minister,  scent- 
ing confiscation,  or  rapacious  soldiers,  allured  by  the  lust  of 
plunder,  should  be  induced  to  forge  or  provoke  plots  and 
rebellions,  in  order  to  enrich  themselves  out  of  the  publick 
disorders. 

"  6.  Because  very  extensive  commercial  property  of  Bn- 
tish  subjects  (implicated  by  the  nature  of  commercial  inter- 
course with  that  of  innocent  Englishmen  residing  here)  is  to 
be  taken  out  of  the  equitable  jurisdiction  of  the  common  law 
o{  England,  and  from  that  inestimable  birthright  of  the  sub- 
jects of  this  kingdom,  a  trial  by  Jury,  and  carried  to  the 
Court  of  Admiralty,  to  be  tried  by  a  single  Judge,  on  the 
rules  of  an  arbitrary  foreign  law. 

"  7.  Because  the  whole  scheme  of  this  pedatory  war  for 
private  lucre,  is  put  under  the  arbitrary  direction  of  certain 
Commissioners,  to  us  unknown  even  by  name ;  who  have 
power  to  give  such  continuance  to  the  ravages  authorized 
by  Uiis  bilf  as  their  arbitrary  will  shall  suggest ;  to  pardon, 
or  except  from  pardon,  any  number  or  description  of  per- 
sons, and  with  such  exceptions  as  they  shall  see  fit,  without 
any  other  rule  than  their  own  private  opinion,  fancy,  caprice, 
favour,  or  resentment;  and  without  any  other  rule,  to  open 
or  keep  shut  any  Colony,  Province,  County,  Town,  Dis- 
trict, or  place.  We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  power  left  to 
the  said  Commissioners  is  perfectly  unjustifiable  and  uncon- 
stitutional ;  it  has,  besides,  a  tendency  to  create  the  most 
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shameful  and  mischievous  monopolies.  The  power  given 
to  the  Admiralty  and  to  the  West-Luiia  Governours,  to 
license  ships,  is  of  the  same  nature.  If  such  monopolies  and 
johs  should  not  arise  from  such  powers,  it  is  no  fault  of  this 
bill,  \\  hich,  as  if  it  had  these  purposes  in  view,  has  taken 
special  care  to  provide  as  strong  a  temptation  as  human 
jiature,  set  above  law  and  restraint,  and  furnished  with  every 
facility  to  corruption,  can  possibly  he  exposed  to. 

"  8.  Because  we  know  nothing  of  the  business  of  these 
Conimissionere,  further  than  the  above  arbitrary  discretion 
with  regard  to  pardons.  Rumour  gives  out,  that  they  are 
to  have  a  power  to  treat  with  the  Americans  for  a  redress 
of  their  grievances.  Of  this,  however,  neither  the  speech 
from  the  Throne  nor  the  bill  have  given  the  least  intima- 
tion ;  although,  if  the  Commissioners  treat  on  this  subject 
at  all,  acts  and  powers  of  Parliament  being  the  matter  of 
complaint,  the  Commissioners  ought  to  derive  some  previous 
authority  from  Parliament  in  order  to  give  weight  and  effi- 
cacy to  their  negotiations,  and  to  preserve  some  appearance 
of  dignity  in  ourselves.  It  is  hardly  proper  that  Parliament 
should  appear  in  no  other  light  than  as  the  instrument  of 
penal  restrictions,  attainder,  penalties,  and  confiscations ;  as 
the  maker  of  menacing  addresses,  and  the  rejecter  of  dutiful 
petitions.  It  is  hardly  decent  to  show  ourselves  fierce  and 
inflexible  here,  but  to  be  satisfied  with  permitting  unknown 
persons,  whom  Ministers  shall  choose  in  future  to  appoint,  to 
dispose,  in  America,  of  powers  and  acts  of  Parliament  at 
their  pleasure ;  leaving  us,  first,  the  odium  of  rejecting  rea- 
sonable requests,  and  afterwards  the  disgrace  of  ratifying 
shameful  concessions. 

"  9.  Because  we  reject,  with  indignation,  that  clause  of 
this  hill  which,  by  a  refinement  in  tyranny,  and  in  a  sen- 
tence woree  than  death,  obliges  the  uuhajjpy  men  who  shall 
be  made  captives  in  this  predatory  war,  to  bear  arms  against 
their  families,  kindred,  friends,  and  country ;  and  after  being 
plundered  themselves,  to  become  accomplices  in  plundering 
their  brethren.  If  there  exists  a  doubt  whether  to  justify 
the  infliction  of  capital  punishment  on  desertion,  it  should 
be  necessary  to  prove  that  a  seaman  was  a  pressed  man  or 
a  volunteer.  The  object  of  this  clause  is  to  deprive  the 
American  seaman  of  the  plea  of  his  being  a  pressed  man,  as 
it  declares  '  that  he  is  to  be  considered,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  having  entered  voluntarily  into  the  service.' 
By  this  clause,  not  only  common  seamen,  but  masters  of 
vessels,  are,  without  regard  to  age  or  circumstances  or  con- 
dition, to  be  ignominiously  turned  before  the  mast,  and  sub- 
jected to  the  austere  discipline  of  the  boatswain.  Persons, 
in  that  subordinate  station,  not  being  animated  with  the 
liberal  and  ingenuous  spirit  which  distinguishes  officers  in 
the  Navy,  and  taught  to  consider  these  forced  volunteers  as 
Rebels,  will  be  but  too  apt  to  aggravate  the  miseries  of 
captivity  by  insult  and  outrage.  These  prisoners,  among 
the  comrades  they  are  obliged  to  live  and  serve  with,  may, 
very  probably,  be  often  forced  to  behold  the  spoils  of  their 
honest  industry,  and  the  natural  support  of  their  sober  fami- 
lies, squandered  in  riot  and  profligate  debauchery  before 
their  faces.  This,  we  look  upon  as  the  last  degree  of 
wretchedness  and  indignity  to  which  human  nature  can  be 
subjected.  This  cruelty,  unknown  to  the  most  savage  na- 
tions, is  to  be  practised  by  Englishmen  on  Englishmen.  It 
has  been  said  in  Parliament,  that  the  pay  the  prisoners  are 
to  receive  is  to  be  considered  as  a  full  compensation  for  the 
principles  they  are  obliged  to  violate.  We  do  not  envy  any 
one  that  sentiment.  An  attempt  is  also  made  to  justify  it 
by  the  supposed  right  of  pressing.  We  cannot  conceive  that 
the  burdens  of  subjection  ought  ever  to  be  imposed  where 
the  protection  belonging  to  it  is  denied  ;  or  that  a  man  can 
ever  be  despoiled  of  his  goods  as  a  foreign  enemy,  and  at 
the  same  time  obliged  to  serve  the  State  as  a  citizen.  This 
compulsion  we  have  never  heard  to  be  practised  on  any 
prisoners  in  war  or  in  rebellion ;  nor  do  we  know  any  ex- 
ample of  it,  except  among  pirates — the  outlaws  and  enemies 
of  human  society. 

"  10.  Berttuse  a  bill  so  unprecedented  in  its  nature,  and 
so  important  in  its  consequences,  is  brought  in  at  a  time  of 
year  when,  by  experience,  it  is  known  that  most  of  the 
independent  members  of  both  Houses  are  called  away  by 
their  domestick  affairs,  and  when  few  but  those  in  the  im- 
mediate pay  of  the  Court,  and  attending  on  their  employ- 
ments, are  in  town.  This  we  conceive  to  be  done  in  order 
to  impress  the  publick  with  a  delusive  idea  that  those  mea- 


sures are  agreeable  to  greater  numbers  in  both  Houses  than 
in  reality  they  are. 

"The  only  part  of  this  bill  which  we  approve  is,  the  re- 
peal of  the  unjust  and  improvident  acts  which  have  produ- 
ced all  the  evil  effects  v^e  had  foreseen,  and  none  of  the 
good  which  was  pretended  as  the  ground  for  making  them ; 
acts  as  unfit  for,  as  incapable  of,  execution.  But,  to  our 
inexpressible  grief,  and  to  the  disgrace  of  the  publick  coun- 
sels of  this  kingdom.  Ministers,  untaught  by  misfortunes, 
and  unchecked  by  disappointments,  at  the  very  instant  they 
are  obliged  to  demolish  the  old  fabrick  of  their  oppression, 
as  useless  and  mischievous,  are  building  up  another  on 
nearly  the  same  model,  and  with  the  same  materials,  adding 
only  somediing  more  of  that  injustice  and  violence  which 
have  always  proved  mischievous  in  proportion  as  they  have 

been  augmented.  ,,  . 

"  " Abergavenny, 

"Rockingham, 

"  Manchester, 

"  Abingdon, 

"  Richmond, 

" Ponsonby, 

"  Fitzvvilliam, 

"  Chedworth." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  put  into  a  Committee  upon 
the  said  Bill,  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  December  18,  1775. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  a  Committee  upon  the  Bill, 

The  Duke  of  Manchester  said,  that  whatever  view  Ad- 
ministration could  have  in  deceiving  the  publick,  might  be 
matter  of  speculation,  and  was  what  he  would  not  pretend 
precisely  to  determine ;  but  by  the  account  in  Saturday's 
Gazette,  published  by  authority,  it  appeared  they  were  de- 
termined to  bring  the  London  Gazette  on  a  level  with  the 
Brussels  Gazette,  published  during  the  late  war.  By  the 
account  alluded  to,  he  remarked,  that  our  affairs  in  Canada 
were  represented  to  be  in  a  very  flourishing  condition; 
whereas  the  contrary  was  well  known  to  be  true,  for  there 
were  authentick  accounts  of  a  later  date  from  that  country, 
which  said,  that  St.  John's  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Provin- 
cials, and  that  probably  the  next  accounts  would  bring  advices 
of  the  total  destruction  of  General  Carleton's  army,  and  that 
we  were  not  in  possession  of  a  foot  of  land  in  Canada. 

His  Grace,  as  well  on  account  of  this  news,  as  the  gene- 
ral importance  of  the  bill,  moved,  "  That  the  House  be  put 
into  a  Committee  upon  the  bill  on  the  first  day  of  meeting 
after  the  Christmas  recess." 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  seconded  the  motion.  He 
said,  that  the  merchants  were  alarmed,  and  that  in  such  a 
case  he  thought  it  would  be  very  proper  to  defer  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  after  Christmas,  as  in  such  a 
state  of  uncertainty,  but  more  particularly  on  account  of 
the  alarm  the  bill  had  created  among  the  commercial  part 
of  the  nation,  the  consequences  were  in  many  respects 
much  to  be  dreaded. 

The  Earl  of  SuffoUc  said  that  the  King's  Ministers  were 
fully  justified  in  causing  the  account  relative  to  Canada  to 
be  inserted  in  the  Gazette ;  that  it  was  the  last  authentick 
account  received  from  that  Province.  That  the  Ministry 
had  received  the  account  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Duke, 
but  they  had  no  right  to  pay  any  attention  to  it,  as  it  did 
not  come  through  a  channel  on  which  they  could  depend  ; 
that  it  might  be,  for  aught  he  could  say  to  the  contrary,  very 
true ;  but  whether  it  was  or  not,  it  could  not  affect  the  pre- 
sent bill ;  because  if  Canada  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Pro- 
vincials, it  would  become  Great  Britain  to  act  with  greater 
firmness  and  vigour. 

Viscount  Towmhend  said,  that  the  present  reason  for  de- 
ferring the  commitment  of  the  bill,  had  no  possible  weight 
with  him.  If  an  account  of  our  prevailing  in  this  skirmish, 
or  being  defeated  in  that,  was  to  sway  and  influence  the  Bri- 
tish councils,  it  was  a  state  he  never  expected  to  see  them 
reduced  to ;  that  if  the  principle  which  Parliament  meant 
or  avowed  to  pursue  was  a  good  one  and  practicable,  nothing 
ought  to  divert  them  from  it ;  for  he  hoped  they  had  the  power 
to  enforce  what  they  certainly  had  a  right  to  claim. 

The  Eari  of  Shelburne  observed,  that  no  man  had  a 
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higher  opinion  of  the  military  ahilities  of  General  Carkton 
than  he  had ;  but  he  could  not  say  but  that  that  gentleman, 
if  the  accounts  from  Canada  were  to  be  depended  on,  had 
acted  in  a  very  unjustifiable  and  reprehensible  manner  in  his 
civil  capacity. 

Viscount  Townshend  passed  the  highest  encomiums  on 
General  Carkton.  He  said  there  was  not  a  braver  nor 
more  capable  officer  in  the  service.  That  what  ho  had  said 
relative  to  his  not  having  a  sufficient  force  to  oppose  the 
Rebels,  was  not  so  mVich  in  point  of  numbers  as  discipline. 
He  had,  it  is  true,  a  good  number  of  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, but  they  were  mostly  composed  of  Militia,  not  used 
to  service,  the  whole  regular  force  together  not  exceeding 
two  regiments,  amounting  to  seven  hundred  men. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne  repeated  his  entire  approbation  of 
General  Carkton  as  an  officer,  but,  he  said,  he  had  done 
many  things  for  which  he  believed  he  or  his  principal  would 
be  made  answerable.  That  he  should  not  now  trouble  their 
Lordships  on  that  head,  but  he  hoped  that  the  day  was  not 
very  far  distant,  when  the  matter  would  be  fully  cleared  up. 
As  to  the  want  of  force,  or  want  of  discipline,  the  General 
could  not  help  that ;  it  behooved  those  only  who  neglected 
that  service  to  answer  for  his  want  of  success. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  Duke  of  Manchester's 
motion, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  negative,  without  a  division. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day ;  but 
before  the  Chairman  [Lord  Scarsdale]  had  taken  the  chair, 
the  Duke  of  Manchester  acquainted  the  House,  that  he  had 
a  Petition  from  the  Merchants  of  Bristol  against  the  bill. 
His  Grace  observed  that  he  did  not  know  whether  it  was  con- 
sonant to  the  orders  of  the  House.  He,  in  the  meantime, 
read  the  heads  of  the  Petition  in  his  place,  which  describes 
the  various  consequences  of  the  bill,  as  respecting  the  mer- 
chants of  that  town,  concerned  in  the  American  trade. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  rose  to  the  matter  of  order :  He 
said  no  motion  could  be  received  while  the  Order  of  the 
Day  was  before  the  House  ;  that  besides,  he  believed  there 
was  no  occasion  for  particularly  attending  to  the  contents  of 
the  Petition,  as  he  meant  to  offer  a  clause  which  he  believed 
would,  in  a  great  measure,  remedy  the  grievance  stated  in 
the  Petition. 

Then  the  House  was  adjourned  during  pleasure,  and  put 
in  Committee  on  the  Bill. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  offered  an  amendment  to  the  pre- 
amble and  the  concluding  clause,  to  ascertain  and  show 
that  the  power  of  pardoning,  vested  in  his  Majesty,  was  in- 
herent in  liim,  and  only  given  here  to  answer  a  particular 
purpose. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  offered  tlie  following  Amendments, 
which  were  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  : 

L.  5.  Leave  out  from  ["  Colonies"]  to  the  end  of  the 
clause,  and  instead  thereof  insert,  ["  nor  to  any  ship  or  vessel, 
or  the  cargo  thereof,  which  shall  be  cleared  out  from  any 
port  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  after  the  twentieth  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and 
shall  be  bound  to  any  of  the  said  British  Sugar  Colonies,  or 
which  shall  be  cleared  out  after  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  from  the  said 
British  Sugar  Colonies,  and  shall  be  bound  to  Great  Bri- 
tain or  Ireland,  in  case  it  shall  appear  by  the  oath  or  affirma- 
tion of  one  or  more  of  the  owners  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  to 
be  endorsed  on  the  register  thereof,  to  be  taken  before  the 
Collector,  or  other  principal  officer  of  the  Customs,  at  the 
port  or  place  where  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  cleared  out, 
(which  oath  or  affirmation  such  Collector  or  other  principal 
officer  of  the  Customs  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
administer,)  that  two-thirds,  at  least,  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
are  die  property  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  residing  in  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  or  in  some  of  the  said  British  Sugar  Co- 
lonies or  Plantations."] 

L.  9.     Before  ["  Provided,"]  insert— 

"  And  whereas  many  and  large  debts  are  now  due  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  North-American  Colonies  hereinbe- 
fore mentioned,  to  divers  of  his  Majesty's  good  and  loyal 
subjects  residing  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British 
Plantations  in  the  JVest-Indies,  and  many  of  such  good  and 
loyal  subjects  may  have  estates  and  effects  in  some  of  the 
said  North- American  Colonies :  And  whereas,  goods  and 
merchandise  have  been  or  may  be  shipped  or  laden  in  the 


said  Colonies,  for  and  on  account  of  such  debts,  estates,  or 
effects,  and  other  goods  and  merchandise  may  be  ladca 
there,  and  sent  from  thence  in  consequence  of  orders  given 
for  that  purpose : 

"  Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  constiued 
to  extend,  to  any  ship  or  vessel  which  shall  have  cleared 
out  and  sailed  from  any  of  the  said  Colonies  for  Great  Bri- 
tain, Ireland,  or  any  ol'  the  British  Plantations  in  the  IVest- 
Indies,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy -six,  nor  shall  extend,  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend,  to  forfeit  any  goods  or  merchandise,  or 
effects,  which  shall  be  laden  or  shipped  on  board  any  ship 
or  vessel  in  any  of  the  said  North-American  Colonies,  on 
or  before  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  as  a  remittance  to  any  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects  residing  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or 
the  British  Colonies  or  Plantations  in  the  West-Indies,  for 
or  on  account  of  any  such  estates,  effects,  or  debts,  or  in 
consequence  of  any  orders  given  for  that  purpose,  before  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-five,  provided  proof  thereof  shall  be  made  on 
oath  of  the  parties,  to  whom  such  goods,  merchandise,  or 
effects,  shall  be  consigned,  or  otherwise,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Judge  or  Court  before  whom  any  seizure  of  such 
goods,  merchandise,  or  effects,  shall  be  depending ;  anything 
herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

Other  amendments  having  been  adopted,  the  House  was 
resumed ; 

And  the  Lord  Scarsdale  reported  from  the  Committee, 
That  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  several 
Amendments  thereto,  which  he  was  ready  to  report  when 
the  House  will  be  pleased  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  Report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  December  19,  1775. 

The  Lord  Scarsdale  (according  to  order)  reported  the 
Amendments  made  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
to  the  Bill. 

The  said  Amendments  were  read  by  the  Clerk ; 

And,  being  read  a  second  time,  were  severally  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow ; 
and  that  the  Lords  be  summoned. 

Wednesday,  December  20,  1775. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  third  reading 
of  the  Bill,  and  for  the  Lords  to  be  summoned. 

The  said  Bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time. 

It  was  moved  "  That  the  said  Bill,  with  the  Amendments, 
do  pass." 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  said :  I  have  a  Petition  in 
my  hand,  to  present  to  your  Lordships,  from  the  Merchants 
of  Bristol,  complaining  of  the  hardships  they  are  likely  to 
suffer  should  this  bill,  in  its  present  form,  pass  into  a  law. 
I  do  not  mean  to  oppose  the  bill  in  this  stage,  but  purely 
to  explain  a  matter  relative  to  the  object  of  this  petition. 
When  this  petition  was  offered  to  be  presented  in  the  Com- 
mittee by  a  noble  Duke  now  absent,  [Duke  of  Manchester,] 
the  noble  Earl  over  the  way,  [Lord  Sandwich,]  rose,  and 
observed  that  he  had  a  clause  which  would  entirely  obviate 
the  apprehensions  expressed  in  the  petition.  The  noble 
Duke,  on  this  assurance,  acquiesced  ;  but  it  has  since  been 
discovered  by  the  friends  of  the  petition,  that  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  noble  Earl,  and  agreed  to  by  your 
Lordships,  by  no  means  comes  up  to  the  idea  or  wishes 
of  the  petitioners.  It  is  on  that  account,  therefore,  that  1 
would  recommend  to  your  Lordships,  before  the  remedy  be 
out  of  your  power,  to  bestow  some  attention  to  the  clause ; 
and  as  you  have  declared  a  desire  to  relieve  the  merchants 
in  every  respect  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  by  giving  the  clause  a  review,  you  will  then  have  it 
in  your  power  to°det(^mine  whether  it  might  not,  with  great 
propriety,  still  be  permitted  to  undergo  further  alteration. 
The  amendment  1  allude  to  is  that  which  fixes  the  time 
for  ships,  not  immediately  coming  within  the  description  of 
this  bill,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  1st  of  August.  As 
the  Restraining  Bills  of  last  year  permitted  the  importation 
of  lumber,  and  other  commodities,  from  America  into  the 
West-India  Islands ;  and  as  by  this  bill  provisions  are  made 
which  entirely  alter  the  nature  of  that  indulgence,  and  annex 
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different  condiliofts,  wliat  will  be  the  consequence,  but  that 
goods  sliipped  under  the  faith  of  the  two  Restraining  Acts 
will  be  liable  to  confiscation  and  seizure  from  not  knowing 
that  tiie  law  has  been  altered  by  the  present  bill  ?  To  re- 
medy this  evil,  this  unprecedented  hardship  and  injustice, 
what  I  would  suggest  to  your  Lordships  would  be,  to  change 
the  commencement  of  the  operation  of  this  bill  from  the  1st 
ofJatiunri/  to  tiie  1st  o(  March,  by  which  means  the  people 
and  merchants  concerned  in  the  West-Jmlia  trade  will  have 
timely  notice  of  the  alteration  made  by  this  bill,  and  by  that 
means  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  confiscations 
and  seizures  wliicli  must  otherwise  be  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  their  ignorance  and  want  of  information.  On  the 
whole,  my  Lords,  if  any  relief  be  really  intended  to  be  given 
to  the  trading  and  mercantile  part  of  this  country,  no  possi- 
ble objection  can  be  raised  to  the  indulgence  now  desired  ; 
if  not,  and  that  the  property  of  the  merchants,  plantem,  and 
others,  concerned  in  the  West-India  trade  is  to  be  confisca- 
ted, contrary  to  the  faith  of  two  solemn  acts  of  Parliament, 
the  effects  of  such  a  procedure  must  indeed  be  terrible ;  and 
the  innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty  will  then  have  good  cause 
to  be  alarmed,  finding  themselves  suffering  under  the  pres- 
sure of  such  a  weight  of  power,  breaking  into  acts  of  the 
most  wanton  violence  and  most  unjustifiable  oppression. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk.  It  is  somewhat  extraordinary  that 
this  bill  should,  in  this  stage,  meet  with  an  opposition,  after 
having  been  so  fully  before  debated,  and  every  objection  to 
it  fairly  and  fully  obviated.  For  my  part,  I  think  despatch 
is  now  become  necessary;  and,  for  that  reason,  I  shall  not 
be  for  admitting  any  further  delay.  As  to  the  petition  the 
noble  Marquis  now  offers  to  present,  I  take  it  to  be  entirely 
irregular.  His  Lordship  should  have  offered  it  before  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time.  The  question  now  before  your 
Lordships  cannot  relate  to  any  particular  clause  or  amend- 
ment in  the  bill ;  those  are  already  decided  on. 

Viscount  Weymouth.  The  question  cannot  be  postponed, 
though  we  were  ever  so  desirous.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  to 
tally  irregular,  in  this  stage  of  the  bill,  to  offer  any  matter 
whatever  but  what  may  go  to  the  total  rejection  of  the  bill. 
The  matter  now  urged  should  have  been  offered  on  the  re- 
port. It  is  now  too  late,  and,  consequently,  I  shall  be  for 
having  the  question  now  before  the  House  strictly  adhered 
to. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich.  I  differ  extremely  from  the  no- 
ble Marquis  in  the  construction  of  the  clause  alluded  to. 
No  bill  ever  passed  both  Houses  in  a  more  deliberate  man- 
ner than  the  present.  It  was  very  maturely  considered  and 
debated  in  the  other  House.  That  House  showed  every 
possible  inclination  to  render  it  as  palatable  as  was  consist- 
ent with  the  principle  of  it ;  and  admitted  several  alterations 
in  order  to  render  it  innoxious  to  all  those  against  whom  it 
was  not  immediately  directed.  I  took  the  liberty  to  propose 
some  amendments  myself  to  render  it  still  less  liable  to  ob- 
jections which  might  be  made  by  such  as  imagined  their 
property  to  be  affected ;  yet,  after  all  this  candour  and  con- 
cession, to  come  in  this  stage  to  offer  fresh  clauses  and 
amendments  is,  I  confess,  my  Lords,  what  1  did  not  at  all 
look  for  or  expect.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  if  the 
amendment  suggested  were  to  take  place,  it  would,  in  a 
great  measure,  totally  defeat  the  intentions  of  the  bill,  be- 
cause the  notice  given  by  the  amendment  would  enable  all 
the  parties  to  ship  such  quantities  of  goods  under  that  in- 
dulgence, that  every  substantial  operation  of  the  bill  would 
be  prevented.  If,  however,  any  captures  or  seizures  should 
happen  on  accountof  want  of  information,  it  will  be  a  good 
ground  for  obtaining  such  redress  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  may  deserve ;  but  as  to  making  any  amendment, 
which  might  open  the  door  to  collusion,  or  for  evading  the 
principle  or  different  provisions  of  this  bill,  I  must  fairly 
own  1  am  totally  against  it.  Besides,  if  the  reasons  for  the 
proposed  amendment  of  the  noble  Marquis  were  much 
stronger,  or  would  be  productive  of  the  consequence  I  have 

Kiinted  out,  yet,  by  the  established  rules  and  orders  of  this 
ouse,  it  is  now  too  late  to  rnake  any  motion  for  altering  or 
amending  any  of  the  clauses  of  the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne.  The  indulgence  your  Lordships 
showed  me  on  a  former  occasion  would  have  prevented  me 
from  again  troubling  you  on  the  subject.  1  should  have 
thought  myself  precluded  from  opposing  the  bill  in  this 
stage,  after  having  so  fully  expressed  my  sentiments  on  the 
second  reading,  if  I  had  not  considered  myself  called  on  to 


inform  your  Lordships  of  a  particular  circumstance  which  has 
come  to  my  own  knowledge,  as  well  as  to  state  an  objec- 
tion or  two  to  the  bill  which  did  not  occur  to  me  when  first  I 
delivered  my  sentiments  on  this  subject.  The  fact  is,  that  a 
merchant,  whom  I  never  saw  before,  applied  to  me,  and  told 
me  that  a  great  number  of  vessels  were  now  loading,  under 
the  express  provisions  of  the  Restraining  Act  of  last  year; 
that  the  proprietors  of  those  vessels  and  cargoes  would  be 
liable  to  have  them  seized  and  confiscated:  this  he  repre- 
sented as  a  grievous  hardship,  as  the  merchants  in  America, 
Great  Britain,  and  the  IVest-Indics,  were  brought  into  this 
very  predicament  by  the  confidence  they  had  in  a  British 
act  of  Parliament.  I  told  the  gentleman  he  would  have 
acted  much  more  properly  to  have  applied  to  your  Lord- 
ships for  redress :  but  I  nevertheless  thought  it  my  duty  to 
mention  it,  as  a  matter  well  deserving  your  Lordships'  con- 
sideration. 

On  a  former  occasion  I  spoke  very  fully  to  this  bill ;  but 
I  cannot  avoid  mentioning  one  part  of  it,  the  concluding 
clause,  which  authorizes  the  Crown  to  delegate  to  others  the 
power  of  pardoning ;  and  I  understand,  since  I  last  delivered 
my  thouglits  on  this  subject,  an  amendment  has  been  made 
to  prevent  any  doubt  which  might  hereafter  arise,  by  the 
penning  of  the  clause,  of  such  a  right  being  inherent  in  the 
Crown.  1  have,  my  Lords,  consulted  several  very  able  and 
respectable  lawyers  on  the  subject,  and  not  one  of  them  has 
acceded  to  the  doctrine  in  its  full  extent.  I  have  looked 
into  several  great  authorities,  as  they  lie  scattered  in  books, 
concerning  this  doctrine,  and  not  one  of  them  comes  up  to 
the  language  of  this  bill.  One  of  them,  in  particular,  lays 
great  stress  on  the  statute  passed  iu  the  reign  oi  Henry  VIII, 
which  takes  away  diis  delegated  power  from  the  Lords 
Marchers,  and  vests  it  "forever  solely"  in  the  Crown.  In 
short,  after  the  best  inquiries  I  have  been  able  to  make, 
I  am  not  satisfied  that  this  claim  of  delegating  the  power  of 
pardoning  in  the  lump  is  at  all  inherent  in  the  Crown. 
Some  are  of  opinion  that  this  power  may  be  given  by  his 
Majesty  to  individuals,  others  in  the  lump,  others  in  America 
only;  but  not  one  that  it  is  inherent  in  the  Crown  gene- 
rally and  unconditionally.  Informed  as  I  am,  I  speak  with 
all  possible  difl^dence  on  a  subject  of  such  a  nature,  and 
with  all  possible  deference  to  the  judgment  of  the  noble 
and  learned  Lords  present  who  declared,  when  this  subject 
was  last  under  discussion,  clearly  in  support  of  this  power; 
but  yet,  after  all,  I  trust  the  noble  Lords  will  excuse  me  for 
expressing  a  wish  that  a  point  of  such  magnitude,  a  legal 
question  involving  in  it  such  important  consequences,  were 
not  hurried  till  an  opportunity  were  given  to  consider  this 
matter  more  fully,  at  which  time  a  noble  Lord,  whose  state 
of  health  will  not  permit  him  at  present  to  attend,  [Lord 
Camden,]  may  probably  be  able  to  deliver  his  opinion,  and 
this  House,  and  the  nation  at  large,  be  satisfied  that  an  im- 
proper power  is  not  vested  in  the  Crown  by  this  bill.  The 
Greeks  and  Romans  had  some  wars  of  the  kind  that  is  now 
carrying  on  against  America  by  this  country.  They  never 
gave  them  the  name  of  Rebellions,  nor  acted  against  them  as 
alien  enemies.  The  latter,  in  one  of  a  similar  nature,  called 
it  the  Social  War.  I  call  this  a  Constitutional  War.  I  say 
this  bill  is  fraught  with  innumerable  mischiefs.  Instead  of 
exacting  obedience,  it  declares  nothing  but  a  wish  for  sepa- 
ration ;  it  meditates  open  destruction,  not  coeicion.  It  goes 
not  to  the  punishment  of  Rebels  and  the  protection  of  the 
innocent.  It  is  made  contrary  to  every  rule  observed  in 
commotions  of  this  kind.  Instead  of  being  directed  against 
individuals  who  are  the  supposed  authors  of  this  rebellion, 
it  is  carried  on  as  if  against  foreign  enemies ;  war  is  made 
on  the  community  at  large.  In  fine,  the  principle  of  the 
bill  is  to  punish  the  innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty.  But  if 
the  principle  of  the  bill  be  bad,  the  provisions  of  it  are  still 
woi'se.  To  carry  it  into  execution,  what  are  you  to  do  ?  The 
framers  of  the  bill,  in  order  to  stifle  and  hide  the  fixed  aver- 
sion the  people  in  general  entertain  for  the  service,  have 
provided  that  the  plunder  shall  be  shared  among  the  cap- 
tors, by  way  of  encouragement.  What  is  this  but  sacri- 
ficing the  merchant  to  the  seaman?  Again,  the  glaring 
cruelty  and  injustice  of  such  a  procedure  have  induced  the 
friends  of  the  bill  to  admit  some  clauses  in  order  to  soften  the 
unexampled  rigour  of  the  hardships  complained  of.  Thus 
the  seaman  in  turn  is  sacrificed  to  the  merchant.  In  siibh 
a  state  of  uncertainty,  what  are  we  to  conclude  from  this 
heterogeneous  mixture  of  indulgence  and  severity,  by  which 
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the  merchant  is  neither  sure  of  his  property,  nor  the  seaman 
of  the  produce  of  his  capture,  when  all  will  be  law,  litiga- 
tion, and  confusion  ?  It  directly  calls  to  my  memory  the 
story  relative  to  Sir  Charles  fVager,  alluded  to  in  a  former 
debate  by  a  noble  and  learned  Lord  near  the  table,  [Mans- 
Jield,]  who,  after  taking  a  very  valuable  prize,  and  having 
her  condemned,  when  the  balance  came  to  be  struck,  found 
himself  a  considerable  loser.  On  the  whole,  I  think  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  wrong,  the  provisions  absurd,  oppressive, 
cruel,  and  contradictory,  and  the  measure,  taken  together, 
to  the  last  degree  hasty,  xash,  unjust,  and  ruinous. 

Lord  Mansfield.  I  did  not  come  prepared  the  last  day 
this  bill  was  under  consideration  to  speak  to  it,  though  I  de- 
livered my  sentiments  upon  some  particular  matters  which 
liappened  then  to  come  into  discussion ;  nor  should  I  now 
trouble  your  Lordships,  did  I  not  think  myself  called  upon  to 
assign  my  reasons  for  assenting  to  it.  The  noble  Lord  says 
this  bill  is  hasty,  rash,  ruinous,  and  unjust.  I  shall  beg  the 
patience  of  the  House  while  I  endeavour  to  exculpate  myself 
from  that  part  of  the  censure  which  may  be  presumed  to  fall 
to  my  share ;  as  giving  it  my  support  arises  from  the  fullest 
conviction  of  its  utter  necessity  in  the  present  state  of  things. 
Before,  however,  I  speak  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  I  shall 
explain  one  matter  which  has  been  frequently  mentioned. 
It  has  been  objected  that  one  of  the  clauses  has  a  retro- 
spective view,  as  it  legalizes  all  seizures  made  before  the 
passing  of  this  bill.  This,  my  Lords,  is  not  unusual :  it 
has,  indeed,  been  the  uniform  practice  in  such  cases.  It  is 
founded  in  justice ;  because,  if  such  seizures  were  made 
wantonly,  or  without  cause,  and  not  upon  the  only  ground 
on  which  they  can  be  fairly  defended,  that  of  manifestly 
advancing  the  publick  service,  the  clause  in  this  bill  will  not 
protect  or  indemnify  any  act  of  that  kind.  Besides,  what 
is  the  true  legal  construction  of  this  clause?  Not,  surely, 
to  seize  the  property  and  confiscate  it.  No;  only  to  defend 
the  actors  against  personal  actions,  the  persons  complaining 
being  still  left  at  full  liberty  to  pursue  their  remedy  at  law, 
in  order  to  recover  their  property  or  the  value  of  it.  It 
would,  indeed,  be  impossible  for  officers  in  Jiigh  command 
to  act,  if,  for  measures  taken  for  the  good  of  the  State,  they 
should  be  liable  afterwards  to  be  ruined  by  the  almost  in- 
finity of  suits  that  might  be  instituted  against  them  when 
the  commotions  were  over,  and  everything  returned  into  its 
former  tranquil  state.  The  noble  Lord  seems  to  doubt  the 
right  of  delegating  the  power  of  pardoning  being  inherent 
in  the  Crown ;  for  my  part,  I  am  perfectly  clear  it  has  from 
the  first  establishment  of  the  monarchy.  General  Gage 
exercised  it  on  a  late  occasion,  where,  by  proclamation,  he 
promised  pardons  to  every  man  in  America  but  one  or  two 
individuals.  It  has  been  always  the  practice.  Every  Gene- 
ral of  an  Army  acting  against  Rebels  is  vested  with  this 
power.  Indeed,  I  believe  there  never  was  a  rebellion  in 
this  country,  or  its  dominions,  in  which  this  power  was  not 
actually  exercised.  The  Rebels  taken  in  1715  at  Preston 
claimed  it  as  an  agreement,  as  the  terms  of  capitulation. 
It  was  not  granted ;  but  the  power  was  never  disputed. 
A  night  or  two  ago  I  was  reading  the  Register,  a  book  of 
the  first  law  authority  extant.  It  is  full  of  original  writs. 
So  early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  I,  I  find  this  doctrine  of 
pardoning  in  the  lump  fully  confirmed.  I  found  there  a 
dedimus  potestatem,  directed  by  that  King  to  certain  per- 
sons therein  mentioned,  to  pardon  all  the  people  of  Gallo- 
way. Was  not  this  pardoning  in  the  lump?  Was  not  this 
pardoning  a  whole  community  ?  As  to  the  original  matter 
that  gave  rise  to  this  bill,  I  always  was  of  opinion  that  the 
people  of  America  were  as  much  bound  to  obey  the  acts  of 
the  British  Parliament  as  the  inhabitants  of  London  and 
Middlesex.  I  always  thought,  that  ever  since  the  peace 
of  Paris,  the  Northern  Colonies  were  meditating  a  state  of 
independency  on  this  country.  They  have  told  you  as 
much  in  one  of  the  publications  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, wherein  they  thank  Providence  for  inspiring  their 
enemies  with  the  resolution  of  not  attempting  to  carry  their 
schemes  of  dominion  into  execution  till  they  had  arrived  at 
a  growth  and  strength  sufficient  to  resist  them.  I  have  not 
a  doubt  on  my  mind  but  this  has  been  their  mtention  from 
the  period  1  allude  to.  Whatever  might  be  their  wishes 
before  that  time,  their  situation  rendered  it  impracticable, 
because  it  was  this  country  that  could  alone  protect  them 
against  the  power  of  France,  to  which  their  whole  frontier 
lay  exposed.     But  allowing  that  all  their  professions  were 


genuine,  that  their  inclinations  were  those  of  duty  and  re- 
spect towards  this  country ;  that  they  entered  into  the  ))re- 
sent  rebellion  through  the  intrigues  and  arts  of  a  few  fac- 
tious and  ambitious  men,  or  those  who  ultimately  directed 
them  ;  that  the  Stamp  Act  was  wrong ;  tiiat  the  Declara- 
tory Law  might  assert  the  supremacy  over  that  country, 
but  it  ought  never  to  be  exercised,  nor  amount  to  more  than 
such  a  power  as  his  present  Majesty  claims  over  the  king- 
dom of  France — a  mere  nominal  dominion  ;  that  no  troojjs 
should  be  sent  into  that  country,  even  to  defend  them,  with- 
out their  own  permission  ;  that  the  Admiralty  Courts  should 
never  be  made  to  extend  there,  though  by  the  trial  by  jury 
the  parties  themselves  would  be  judges ;  that  offenders  against 
the  laws  and  authority  of  tliis  country  should  be  tried  for  of- 
fences by  persons  who  themselves  were  ready  to  declare  they 
did  not  think  the  charges  criminal ;  that  no  restraints  should 
be  laid  upon  their  commerce,  though  that  great  bulwark  of 
the  riches  and  commerce  of  this  country,  the  Act  of  Naviga- 
tion, depended  on  such  restraints ;  that  every  measure  hither- 
to taken  to  compel  submission  to  the  Parliamentary  authority 
of  this  country  was  cruel  and  unjust ;  that  every  Ministry  in 
this  country  were  tyrannick  and  oppressive,  and  that  the  last 
is  worst  of  all ; — yet,  admitting  all  this  to  be  true,  my  Lords, 
what  are  we  to  do?  Are  we  to  rest  inactive,  with  our  arms 
folded,  till  they  shall  think  proper  to  begin  the  attack,  and 
gain  strength  to  do  it  with  effect  ?  We  are  now  in  such  a 
situation  that  we  must  either  fight  or  be  pursued.  .  What  a 
Swedish  General  said  to  his  men,  in  the  reign  of  Gustavus 
Adolphus,  just  at  the  eve  of  a  battle,  is  extremely  applicable 
to  us  at  present :  Pointing  to  the  enemy,  who  were  marching 
down  to  engage  them,  said  he,  "My  lads,  you  see  those 
men  yonder ;  if  you  do  not  kill  them,  they  will  kill  you." 
If  we  do  not,  my  Lords,  get  the  better  of  America,  America 
will  get  the  better  of  us.  We  do  not  fear,  at  present,  that 
they  will  attack  us  at  home;  but  consider,  on  the  other 
hand,  what  will  be  the  fate  of  the  Sugar  Islands ;  what  will 
be  the  fate  of  our  trade  to  that  country.  That,  my  Lords,  is 
a  most  important  consideration ;  it  is  the  best  feather  in  our 
wing.  The  people  of  America  are  preparing  to  raise  a 
navy ;  they  have  begun  in  part ;  trade  will  beget  opulence, 
and  by  that  means  they  will  be  enabled  to  hire  ships  from 
foreign  powers.  It  is  said  the  present  war  is  only  defensive 
on  the  part  of  America.  Is  that  the  case  ?  Is  the  attack 
on  Canada,  or  the  attempt  on  Halifax,  a  defensive  war  ? 
Is  the  prohibiting  all  trade  and  commerce  with  every  other 
part  of  the  dominions  of  the  British  empire — with  Ireland, 
for  whom  they  express  such  friendly  sentiments ;  is  starving 
the  Sugar  Islands,  acting  on  the  defensive?  No;  though 
those  people  never  offended,  nor  oppressed  us,  we  will  dis- 
tress them,  say  they,  because  that  will  be  dbtressing  Great 
Britain.  Are  we,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  outrages  of  hos- 
tility, of  seizing  our  ships,  entering  our  Provinces  at  the  • 
head  of  numerous  armies,  seizing  our  forts,  to  stand  idle, 
because  we  are  told  this  is  an  unjust  war,  and  wait  till  they 
have  brought  their  arms  to  our  very  doors  ?  The  last  Dutch 
war  was  generally  understood  to  be  unjust ;  yet  that  did  not 
prevent  us  from  repelling  the  invaders  when  they  came  up 
to  burn  our  Navy  at  Chatham.  The  causes  of  the  late  war 
were  much  condemned,  but  that  did  not  prevent  us  from 
pursuing  it  with  vigour.  Indeed,  the  nature  of  all  war  is 
such  it  ought  to  be  carried  on  with  vigour  till  the  objects 
which  caused  it  are  either  obtained,  or  abandoned  as  unat- 
tainable or  not  worth  pursuing.  Neither,  I  trust,  is  the 
case  in  the  present  instance ;  I  do  not,  therefore,  consider 
who  was  originally  wrong ;  we  are  now  only  to  consider 
where  we  are.  The  justice  of  the  cause  must  give  way  to 
our  present  shuation ;  and  the  consequences  which  must 
ensue,  should  we  recede,  would,  nay,  must,  be  infinitely 
woi-se  than  any  we  have  to  dread  by  pursuing  the  present 
plan,  or  agreeing  to  a  final  separation.  On  those,  as  well 
as  many  other  considerations  of  great  weight,  I  beg  leave  to 
differ  from  the  noble  I^rd  who  spoke  last ;  for  I  am  satisfied 
this  bill  is  neither  hasty,  rash,  ruinous,  or  unjust. 

The  question  was  put,  "Whether  this  Bill,  with  the. 
Amendments,  shall  pass?" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  Message  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, by  Mr.  Leeds  and  Mr.  Pepys, 

To  return  the  said  Bill,  and  acquaint  them  that  the  Lords 
have  agreed  to  the  same,  with  some  Amendments ;  to  which 
their  Lordships  desire  their  concurrence. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Thursday,  December  21,  1775. 

The  Bill  and  Amendments  were  received  from  the  Lords. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  moved,  and  the  question  being  proposed, 
That  the  Amendments  made  by  the  Lords  to  the  Bill,  be 
now  taken  into  consideration  ; 

i\Ir.  Hartley  said :  Sir,  upon  this  pause  which  is  offered  to 
you  by  the  return  of  this  bill  from  the  Lords,  I  confess  that 
I  feel  a  kind  of  superstition  to  wish  for  one  last  word,  to  de- 
precate the  fatal  blow,  and  that  our  unremitted  opposition 
and  remonstrance,  from  thefii-st  to  the  very  last  stage  of  this 
bill,  may  remain  as  a  memorial  that  some  of  us  at  least 
lament  this  final  separation  of  America  with  an  affectionate 
reo-ret.  We  are  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  all  our 
entreaties  and  remonstrances  are  in  vain.  An  inflexible 
majority  in  Parliament  have  now  declared  all  America  to 
be  an  independent  hostile  State.  Disputes  originally  be- 
tween Administration  and  America,  are  become,  by  the 
influence  of  Administration,  the  ground  of  a  Parliamentary 
war  with  America.  The  sense  of  the  nation  is  not  with 
that  war,  and  I  trust  it  never  will  be.  However,  speaking 
in  Parliament  to  Ministei-s,  as  they  seem  determined  to  drive 
all  things  to  extremities,  1  must  ask  whether  you  are  to  ex- 
pect that  while  you  burn  their  towns,  take  or  destroy  their 
ships  and  property,  they  will  sit  with  their  arms  folded,  or 
whether  they  will  not  be  driven  to  repel  injury  by  injury  ? 
You  have  found  their  active  powers  of  defence  by  the  ex- 
perience of  the  last  year,  when  by  your  orders  the  shedding 
of  the  first  civil  blood  was  precipitated  on  the  fatal  19th  of 
April,  before  your  pretended  conciliatory  motion  could  be 
proposed  to  any  of  the  American  Assemblies.  Why  were 
you  found  unguarded  in  Canada  1  You  have  lost  all  Ca- 
nada ;  two  regiments  are  taken  prisonere  ;  your  officers  are 
hostages :  and  yet  you  proceed  in  this  unjust  and  unnatural 
war,  with  fire,  sword,  and  rapine.  What  further  hostages 
may  fall  into  their  hands  at  Boston,  or  what  blood  of  our  fel- 
low-sujects  may  be  shed  there,  I  contemplate  with  horrour. 
I  dread  some  fatal  event  there.  Publick  report  threatens. 
When  the  Provincials  shall  hear  the  fate  of  their  late  and 
last  Petition,  and  when  they  see  all  prospect  of  peace  be- 
come desperate,  what  can  you  expect  but  that  they  should 
exert  every  power  to  destroy  your  land  forces  in  America 
during  the  severity  of  the  winter,  before  you  can  support  or 
relieve  them.  Who  will  be  answerable  for  tliese  things  ? 
When  this  bill  of  rapine,  which  now  liesbefore  you,  gets  to 
them,  they  will  set  themselves  to  retaliate  upon  your  fleet. 
Your  land  force  has  been  disgraced  and  annihilated  in  the 
first  campaign,  notwithstanding  all  your  boastings.  Are  we 
not  then  to  expect  that  those  Ministers  of  vengeance  who 
shall  press  on  a  naval  war  with  America,  shall  be  responsi- 
ble to  their  country  for  the  consequences  of  their  head- 
strong and  wilful  measures,  if  the  Navy  of  this  country 
should  be  brought  to  disgrace  and  defeat?  Weigh  the  con- 
sequences. If  you  send  large  ships,  they  will  not  be  able 
to  act ;  if  small  ones,  may  they  not  be  overpowered  ?  Con- 
sider the  distance  of  your  operations.  Every  port  in  Ame- 
rica will  be  a  Dunkirk  to  you.  VVe  know  their  skill  and 
bravery,  as  privateers  in  the  last  war.  In  any  case  you  are 
laying  the  foundation  of  a  hostile  marine  in  America,  which 
has  been  and  ought  to  be  the  source  of  the  marine  of'  Great 
Britain.  I  cannot  be  an  adviser  or  a  well-wisher  to  any 
of  the  vindictive  operations  of  the  Administration  against 
America,  because  I  think  the  cause  unjust ;  but  at  the  same 
time  I  must  be  equally  earnest  to  secure  British  property 
and  interests  from  destruction.  Neither  a  victory  of  Great 
Britain  over  America,  nor  of  Amenca  over  Great  Britain 
can  afford  to  us  any  matter  of  triumph.  Both  are  equally 
destructive.  If  nothing  can  abate  your  fury  against  the 
Americans  in  this  Ministerial  war,  we  shall  expect  at  least 
that  you  should  guard  our  own  vulnerable  parts.  Are  you 
guarded  at  Newfoundland  1  Are  you  prepared  against  any 
expedition  of  retaliation  if  the  Provincials  should  meditate 
anything  to  the  destruction  of  your  fisheries  there  ?  Ad- 
ministration have  been  the  aggressors  in  eveiything,  step 
by  step.  By  this  fatal  bill  of  separation,  you  now  declare 
the  Americans  to  be  enemies  in  form ;  therefore  it  is  your- 
selves that  force  upon  them  tlie  rights  of  enemies.  You 
must  now  be  responsible  to  your  country  for  the  events  of 
your  own  war,  to  which  they  have  been  so  reluctant  and 
you  so  precipitate.  When  this  country  shall  come  to  open 
its  eyes,  to  see  and  to  feel  the  consequences,  they  will  know 


of  whom  to  require  an  account.  Sir,  I  shall  now  move  yoa, 
instead  of  agreeing  to  the  amendments  of  the  Ijords,  to  ad- 
journ the  consideration  of  them  for  six  weeks,  I  confess 
with  very  little  hopes  of  averting  this  bill ;  but,  as  I  told  you 
at  my  outset,  from  a  superstitious  feeling  in  my  mind  to 
peiform  the  last  ceremonial  office  of  affection  and  everlast- 
ing farewell  to  peace  and  to  America.  The  fate  of  Ame- 
rica is  cast !  You  may  bruise  its  heel,  but  you  cannot  crush 
its  head.  It  will  revive  again.  The  New  World  is  before 
them.  Liberty  is  theirs.  They  have  possession  of  a  free 
Government,  their  biithright  and  inheritance,  derived  to 
them  from  their  parent  State,  which  the  hand  of  violence 
cannot  wrest  from  them.  If  you  will  cast  them  off,  my 
last  wish  is  to  them,  may  they  go  and  prosj)er  1  When 
the  final  period  of  this  once  happy  country  shall  overtake 
ourselves,  either  through  tumult  or  tyranny,  may  another 
Phoenix  rise  out  of  our  ashes ! 

He  then  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  Sir  Grey  Cooper's 
motion,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  to 
insert,  "on  this  day  six  weeks." 

Sir  Joseph  Matvbey  seconded  the  motion.  He  spoke 
chiefly  to  the  means  employed  by  Ministers,  their  tools, 
and  partisans,  to  obtain  addresses  to  the  Throne.  He  ob- 
served, that  every  nerve  had  been  strained  to  procure  those 
paltry  addresses,  from  every  remote,  obscure,  indigent  place, 
that  had  the  name  of  a  corporation,  from  one  end  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  other ;  that  in  other  places,  where  the  ob- 
jection of  poverty  did  not  hold  good,  the  most  infamous  and 
scandalous  methods  had  been  adopted.  In  some,  no  County 
meetings  were  called,  to  take  the  sense  of  the  freeholders ; 
in  others,  a  few  profligate  and  corrupt  Magistrates,  under 
the  influence  of  some  silly  lordling,  some  Court  sycophant, 
or  servile  jack  in  office,  assembled  in  private  rooms,  or  if  in 
the  usual  place  for  holding  such  meetings,  locked  themselves 
in,  and  excluded  all  the  wealthy,  respectable,  and  indepen- 
dent citizens  or  townsmen,  and  then  fabricated  the  most 
fulsome,  adulatory,  and  shameful  addresses.  Those  they 
had  the  effrontery  to  carry  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne,  as  the 
genuine  sentiments  of  the  people  ;  though  nothing  could  be 
more  false,  for  they  belied  the  wishes  as  well  as  prevailing 
opinions  of  the  very  constituent  bodies  whose  publick  acts 
they  were  pretended  to  be ;  and  thus  the  Prince  was  de- 
ceived, the  nation  dishonoured,  and  its  interests  sacrificed, 
to  the  deep  and  dangerous  machinations  of  a  desperate  fac- 
tion. Addresses  were  hawked  about  from  parish  to  parish, 
from  house  to  house ;  promises,  threats,  and  various  means 
equally  unjustifiable,  were  employed.  The  most  abject  and 
abandoned,  who  were  neither  entitled  by  property,  or  fran- 
chise, were  hired  to  give  a  sanction  to  those  iniquitous  pro- 
ceedings. He  then  turned  his  attention  to  what  he  called 
the  barbarous  warfare  carrying  on  against  the  inhabitants  of 
the  North-American  sea-coasts;  and  termed  it  a  hellish 
policy  of  making  war  upon  old  men,  women,  children,  and 
other  innocent  and  defenceless  persons. 

Mr.  Bayley  insisted  on  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  West- 
India  Islands.  He  was  fully  convinced,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  those  islands  must  be  starved  ;  and  though  they  should 
not,  their  crops  must  be  lost,  as  they  had  not  nearly  lumber 
enough  to  save  the  present ;  that  such  being  the  case,  the 
propiietors  must  be  ruined,  and  the  consequences  would  in 
the  end  reach  the  merchants,  so  as,  he  feared,  to  bring  on  a 
general  bankruptcy  among  those  in  any  manner  concerned 
or  interested  in  the  West-India  trade. 

Governour  Johnstone  observed,  that  this  bill,  in  its  pas- 
sage through  this  House,  relative  to  the  point  mentioned  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  was  solely  de- 
fended by  Administration  on  the  ground  that  provisions 
might  be  had  from  the  Floridas,  and  flour  and  lumber  from 
(^uebeck.  That  both  those  resources  were  known  already 
to  have  no  existence ;  for  the  Floridas  had  not  provisions 
sufficient  to  support  the  few  inhabitants ;  and  no  supply 
could  be  expected  from  (^uebeck  of  any  kind ;  for  proba- 
bly by  this  time  we  were  not  in  possession  of  a  foot  of  land 
in  that  Province.  From  whence,  he  asked,  is  the  supply 
of  either  lumber  or  provisions  to  come  ?  This  was  a  mat- 
ter of  deep  and  weighty  consideration.  He  remarked  with 
severity  on  those  who  caused,  from  time  to  time,  very 
shameful  misrepresentations  of  facts  to  be  published  in  the 
Gazette,  the  only  paper  published  by  authority.  He  quoted 
several  instances  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in 
America,  in  proof  of  this  assertion.     He  said,  the  London 


237 


MR.  FOX'S  MOTION  ON  THE  EXPENSES  OF  THE  ARMY  IN  AMERICA. 


238 


Gazette,  which  ought  to  be  held  sacred,  and  nothing  per- 
mitted to  appear  in  it  that  did  not  bear  the  stamp  of  truth, 
as  the  paper  itself  was  stamped  with  authority,  that  this 
rule  had  been  notoriously  violated  of  late,  for  when  the  worst 
accounts  from  America  were  to  be  expected,  we  were  to 
behold  some  false  fabricated  account  in  the  Gazette,  of 
our  pretended  success,  of  which  the  instance  in  tlie  last 
Gazette  was  the  most  glaring,  where  a  pompous  account  of 
our  successes  in  Canada  was  set  forth  and  published,  not 
four-and-twenty  hours  before  advices  arrived  that  General 
Carleton  was  beaten,  and  ;S'^  Johns,  die  key  of  the  whole 
Province,  taken. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  Amendments  agreed 
to. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Hartley's  motion,  being  then  put, 
That  the  word  "  now"  stand  part  of  the  question, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affimiative. 

Then  the  niain  question  being  put, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Amendments  be  now  taken  into 
consideration. 

The  House  accordingly  proceeded  to  take  the  said  Amend- 
ments into  consideration. 

And  being  severally  read  a  second  time,  were  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Sir  Grey  Cooper  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the 
Lords,  and  acquaint  them  that  this  House  hath  agreed  to 
the  Amendments  made  by  their  Lordships. 

Friday,  December  22,  1775. 

A  Message  from  his  Majesty,  by  Sir  Francis  Molyneux, 
Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod : 

"  Mr.  Speaker  :  The  King  commands  this  honourable 
House  to  attend  his  Majesty  immediately,  in  the  House  of 
Peers." 

Accordingly  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  House,  went  up  to 
attend  his  Majesty. 

And  being  returned ; 

Mr.  Speaker  reported.  That  the  House  had  attended  his 
Majesty  in  the  House  of  Peers ;  where  his  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  give  the  Royal  assent  to  the  publick  Bill  follow- 
ing, viz : 

An  Act  to  prohibit  all  Trade  and  Intercourse  with  the 
Colonies  of  JSew- Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode- 
Island,  Connecticut,  New-  York,  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
the  three  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North- Carolina,  South- Carolina,  and  Georgia,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  present  Rebellion  within  the  said  Colo- 
nies respectively ;  for  repealing  an  Act  made  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  to  discon- 
tinue the  Landing  and  Discharging,  Lading  or  Shipping, 
of  any  Goods,  Wares  and  Merchandise,  at  the  Tovtn  and 
within  the  Harbour  of  Boston,  in  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay; and  also  two  Acts,  made  in  the  last  session 
of  Parliament,  for  restraining  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
the  Colonies  in  the  said  Acts  respectively  mentioned ;  and 
to  enable  any  person  or  persons  (appointed  and  authorized 
by  his  Majesty  to  grant  pardons)  to  issue  Proclamations  in 
the  cases  and  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  November  22,  1775. 
Mr.  Fox  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House, 
an  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  Staff,  Hospitals,  Extra- 
ordinaries,  and  all  Military  contingencies  whatsoever,  of  the 
Army  in  America,  from  August,  1773,  to  October,  1775, 
inclusive." 

He  had  drawn  up  the  motion  in  these  words,  because  it 
would  lay  open  an  astonishing  scene  of  Ministerial  delusion, 
held  out  by  the  pretended  estimate  laid  before  the  House  a 
few  days  ago.  It  would  bring  the  Staff  into  the  full  glare  of 
day,  which  had  been  hitherto  artfully  held  back ;  it  would 
show  that  the  expense  of  the  Ordnance  this  year  had  ex- 
ceeded any  one  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  campaigns, 
while,  in  the  midst  of  repeated  victories,  he  was  immortali- 
zing the  British  name ;  and  it  would  convince  the  greatest 
Court  infidels  of  the  temerity  of  the  Minister,  who,  to  the 
very  last  day  of  the  session,  insisted  and  declared  that  the 


military  service,  in  every  branch,  and  under  every  descrip- 
tion, was  amply  provided  for;  that  all  his  arrangements 
were  made  ;  and  who  thus  durst,  in  the  bare  article  of  the 
ordnance  alone,  incur  a  debt  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  pounds.  He  said  it  would  be  a  farce  to  sit 
any  longer  in  that  House,  if  accounts  of  this  nature  were 
refused  ;  that  the  motion  was  Pariiamentary  ;  that  it  would 
convey  no  secret  to  the  enemy;  and  within  his  own  know- 
ledge or  reading,  he  never  heard  of  an  instance  where  such 
information  was  denied,  unless  in  instances  where  it  was  im- 
possible to  comply  with  them;  such  as  the  accounts  desired 
not  having  been  received,  or  officially  made  up.  Aware  of 
this,  he  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  copies  of  thdse 
already  come  to  hand,  or  of  gross  computations  made  by 
estimate,  and  wait  with  pleasure  for  the  remainder,  till  the 
Ministry  could  venture  to  face  the  publick,  and  an  insured 
majority,  with  the  disgraceful  contents. 

Lord  North  said,  that  part  of  the  accounts  were  on  the 
table  ;  and  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  have  them 
all  regularly  at  the  proper  season. 

Mr.  Jenldnson  said,  part  of  the  accounts  now  called  for, 
came  in  under  the  head  of  services  incun-ed  and  not  provi- 
ded for  by  Parliament ;  and  that  the  other  part  would  come 
when  the  returns  were  received  from  America. 

Mr,.  T.  Toumshend  said,  it  was  very  difficult  to  collect  the 
true  meaning  of  yhat  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
Treasury  Bench,  and  his  confidential  friend  and  powerful 
supporter  who  spoke  last.  He  thought  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  made  the  motion  had,  by  his  candour  and  pre- 
vious explanation,  precluded  them  from  resorting  to  such 
pitiful  evasions,  and  manifest  imposition.  The  honourable 
gentleman  desired  no  more  intelligence  than  what  might  be 
easily  obtained,  than  what  they  had  in  their  actual  posses- 
sion. But  they  very  logically,  at  least  very  humorously, 
tell  him,  "  We  have  not  all  the  information  you  want  in  our 
power,  therefore  we  are  resolved  you  shall  have  none." 

Mr.  Hartley  showed  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  on  the 
ground  of  Parliamentary  usage,  and  predicted  that  Admin- 
istration would  suffer  more  in  the  eyes  of  the  publick  by 
withholding  the  information,  than  by  disclosing  it.  It  Was 
impossible  but  the  nation  at  last  must  be  convinced  that 
their  works  could  not  bear  the  light,  when  they  kept  every- 
thing in  profound  darkness. 

Mr.  Burke  pressed  the  necessity  of  the  motion,  as  it 
might  be  the  means  of  informing  the  House  of  the  probable 
expenses  of  the  next  campaign,  formed  on  the  comparative 
scale  of  the  proportionate  expense  of  an  army  of  eight  thou- 
sand five  hundred  men,  and  twenty-five  thousand  six  hun- 
dred men,  which  would  be  the  respective  military  anuaments 
of  the  years  1775  and  1776. 

Sir  George  Savile  observed,  he  had  sat  in  some  very 
compliant  dutiful  Pariiaments  ;  but  if  the  Minister  was  able, 
by  his  magick  influence,  to  put  a  negative  upon  this  motion, 
the  present  would  be  one  of  the  most  polite  and  well-bred, 
he  would  not  say  slavish,  sordid,  and  corrupt  Parliaments,  he 
had  ever  the  honour  to  sit  in.  However,  he  did  not  think 
that  either  the  managers  or  the  managed  acted  with  suffi- 
cient dexterity  and  address,  for  they  both  had  already  a 
salvo  for  everything ;  America  is  to  be  conquered ;  America 
is  to  be  taxed ;  the  expense  will  be  great ;  but  what  of  that  ? 
We  shall  not  only  conquer  these  Rebels,  but  we  shall  like- 
wLse  compel  them  to  pay  our  debts,  and  bear  our  burdens. 
What  occasion,  then,  for  conceahng  an  expense,  which  will 
be  repaid  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  per  cent.  ?  What 
occasion  to  send  the  poor  country  gentlemen,  with  their 
fingers  in  their  mouths,  or  tongue-tied,  down  to  their  Coun- 
ties or  Boroughs,  when  they  might  at  once  be  permitted  to 
tell  the  truth?  The  last  campaign  cost  one  million  and  a 
half;  this  will  cost  five;  but  then  we  shall,  in  the  end,  be 
able  to  make  America  pay  fifty !  This  would  be  acting  like 
wise  and  firm  Ministers.  It  would  be  arming  the  country 
gentlemen  with  facts ;  they  love  good,  round,  strong,  un- 
contradicted assertions ;  and  if  by  next  November  our  af- 
fairs should  grow  worse,  and  that  we  should  be  obliged  to 
toll  our  constituents  that  the  army  and  the  land-tax  must  be 
doubled— what  of  that  again  ?  Why,  let  the  Ministers,  as 
they  rise  in  their  demands,  improve  in  their  wisdom  and 
firmness,  and  instruct  the  country  gentlemen  to  tell  their 
constituents  at  Christmas,  1776,  as  they  must  tell  them  at 
Christmas,  1775,  that  Administration  was  deceived. 

The  motion  was  negatived. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Monday,  November  27,  1775. 

Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  said,  that  tlie  motion  which  he  had 
then  to  maiic,  related  to  the  advisinj;  and  counselling  the 
Kin((  in  matters  of  great  national  concern — an  object  of  no 
sniaU  importance ;  it  had  ever  been  considered  as  such  in 
this  nation,  and  in  all  Monarchies  where  the  interest  of  the 
whole  employed  the  attention  of  the  individual ;  and  must 
especially  be  considered  so  by  those  (amongst  whom  he  rank- 
ed himself)  who  were  most  warmly  attached  to  the  rights 
and  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  most  personally  affectionate  to 
the  present  Monarch.  The  wisdom  of  our  Constitution  had 
never  at  any  moment,  from  hs  first  establishment,  neglected 
this  most  important  province.  The  great  Council  of  the 
nation, 'the  hereditary  Counsellors  of  the  Crown,  the  Privy 
Council,  were  all  names  with  which  we  were  constitutionally 
acquainted  ;  and  the  oath  appointed  for  the  last  made  any 
arguments  from  him  unnecessary  to  show  the  superlative  im- 
portance of  the  office.  To  these,  his  motion  had  not  any  re- 
ference. Modern  times,  he  said,  had  presented  us  with  novel 
institutions,  and  we  now  talked  familiarly  of  a  Cabinet  Coun- 
cil. Very  modern  times  had  brought  us  acquainted  with 
something  further ;  and  the  present  House  of  Commons 
would  know  (which  preceding  Houses  did  not)  wiiat  was 
meant  by  the  name  of  an  efficient  Cabinet  Council.  Whether 
these  were  blemishes  or  improvements  in  our  system  of 
Government,  it  belonged  not  to  him  to  pronounce ;  for 
to  these  likewise  his  motion  had  not  any  reference.  His 
motion  went  to  those,  who  not  as  members  of  any  of  the 
Councils  he  had  mentioned,  but  as  something  still  more  effi- 
cient, have  the  undoubted  merit  or  demerit  of  counselling 
and  advising  to  his  Majesty  the  late  measures  concerning 
America,  before  those  measures  were  brought  forward  in 
Parliament.  That  there  were  such  counsellors  and  advi- 
sers, he  took  to  be  an  undoubted  fact ;  and  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  entertain  his  own  private  opinion  of  the  veracity 
and  integrity  of  any  intelligent  person  who  should  seriously 
and  solemnly  declare  that  he  believed  there  was  none  of 
this  description.  He  presumed  it  would  not  be  denied  tliat 
die  unanimous  opinion  of  an  ostensible  Prime  Minister,  a 
Chancellor,  and  a  responsible  Secretary  of  State,  composing 
even  this  efficient  Cabinet  Council,  had  been  overruled  by 
this  something  still  more  efficient.  There  was  one  measure, 
and  a  measure  which  he  conceived  to  be  the  most  impor- 
tant and  uncommon  that  ever  was  produced  in  an  English 
Parliament — the  establishment  of  absolute  despotism  in 
Canada — the  author  and  adviser  of  which  remained  to  this 
moment  unknown.  Though  approved,  and  admired,  and 
adopted,  as  it  had  been,  by  Parliament;  yet  no  Privy 
Counsellor,  no  Cabinet,  no  efficient  Cabinet  Counsellor, 
had  ever  yet  assumed  its  merit ;  but  all  to  whom  it  has  been 
imputed  had  invariably  disavowed  it.  The  unanimous 
complaint  of  all  those  who  had  been  in  Administration 
during  the  present  reign,  as  well  as  the  frequent  mortifica- 
tion and  distressing  embarrassment,  self-contradiction,  tergi- 
versation, apparent  inconsistency,  and  seemingly  intended 
imposition  on  Parliament,  of  those  who  were  now  in  Ad- 
miulstratiori,  all  proved  the  existence  of  these  unknown 
Counsellors.  He  did  not  mean  to  charge  the  present  Ad- 
ministration with  any  real  inconsistency  in  their  opinions, 
or  with  any  intention  themselves  of  imposing  on  Parliament ; 
he  entirely  acquitted  them  of  both.  He  believed  them  in- 
nocent of  these  charges,  for  they  were  obliged  to  give  way 
to  an  efficiency  they  could  not  counteract,  and  in  which 
they  had  not  the  smallest  share.  Now  these  super-efficient 
Counsellors — for  he  knew  not  what  other  name  to  give  them 
— ^were  the  sole  objects  of  his  present  inquiry.  Upon  these 
the  attention  of  the  House  should  dx. ;  as  that  of  the  nation 
had  long  been  fixed.  These  he  desired  to  have  declared  to 
that  J^louse  authentically ;  and  he  desired  it  now,  when 
they  would  enjoy  the  full  popularity  to  which  those  mea- 
sures entitled  them,  which  the  sense  of  the  nation  was  said 
to  approve. 

And  therefore  he  moved — 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
humbly  requesting  that  his  Majesty  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  impart  to  this  House  who  were  the  original  Au- 
thors and  Advisers  to  his  Majesty  of  the  following  measures, 
before  they  were  proposed  in  Parliament,  viz : 

"  For  taxing  America  without  the  consent  of  its  Assem- 
blies, for  the  purpose  of  a  revenue. 


"  For  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  of  Aditii- 
ralty  and  Vice-Admiralty. 

"  For  taking  away  the  Charter  of  the  Province  oiMassa- 
chuseits-liuy. 

"  For  restraining  the  American  Fishery. 

"  For  exempting  murderers  from  trial  in  America. 

'•For  transporting  accused  Colonists  to  England  for 
trial. 

"And,  most  especially,  for  establishing  Popery  and  des- 
potism in  Canada." 

Mr.  Sawbridge  seconded  the  motion,  which  he  did  in 
compliance  with  the  instructions  of  his  constituents.  He 
said,  it  was  his  opinion  that  resistance  was  justifiable  even 
to  acts  of  Parliament,  if  they  were  unjust  and  oppressive. 
He  had  himself  once  been  in  danger,  together  with  the  late 
Mr.  Bcckford  and  Mr.  Townshend,  of  suffering  unjustly  by 
an  act  of  Parliament ;  for  that  one  gentleman  in  the  House 
[Mr.  Ellis]  had  come  prepared  with  a  string  of  motions  on 
which  to  ground  a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  although  the 
only  crime  of  himself  and  his  colleagues  was  that  of  peti- 
tioning the  King  for  a  redress  of  grievances ;  but  that  this 
intended  punishment  had  been  overruled  by  one  person  in 
the  Cabinet,  who  had  sense  enough  to  foresee  that  if  they 
went  on  with  pei^ecution,  instead  of  having  one  Wilkes  to 
deal  with,  they  should  have  five. 

Mr.  Storer  rose  to  oppose  the  motion.  He  said  the  mo- 
tion might  be  very  well  intended,  for  that  some  people  were 
very  apt  to  suspect  too  much,  and  some  might  think  they 
knew  too  little,  but  he  thought  it  proceeded  from  a  very 
unnecessary  curiosity.  As  to  the  planner  and  original  con- 
triver of  the  measures,  no  doubt  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  Treasury  must  be  the  person ;  and  he  could  not  see 
why  all  the  other  most  excellent  measures  which  his  Lord- 
ship had  carried  through,  were  not  likewise  inquired  after, 
as  well  as  those  mentioned  in  the  motion ;  that  indeed  there 
was  no  occasion  to  inquire  after  the  author  of  any  of  them, 
for  that  the  noble  Lord  had  himself  avowed  them  without 
any  inquiry. 

Mr.  fVilkes.  Mr.  Speaker :  The  address  to  his  Majesty, 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  moved  this  day,  is  so 
essentially  different  from  all  other  late  addresses  to  the 
Throne,  that  I  own  it  meets  with  my  hearty  concuirence. 
I  think  it,  sir,  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  know  the  origi- 
nal authors  and  advisers  of  this  unjust,  pernicious,  and  cala- 
mitous war,  which  has  already  deluged  with  blood  a  part 
of  America,  and  spread  horrour  and  devastation  through  that 
whole  Northern  Continent.  When  so  many  Provinces  of 
the  einpire  are  already  lost,  and  the  rest  actually  engaged 
in  a  cruel  civil  war,  we  ought  not  to  sit  down  in  a  criminal 
supineness.  It  becomes  our  duty,  as  the  grand  inquest  of 
the  nation,  to  find  out  and  punish  the  delinquents,  by  whose 
fatal  counsels  such  evils  have  been  brought  upon  this  con- 
vulsed and  almost  ruined  State.  We  owe  it  to  the  people 
at  large ;  and  several  of  us  have  it  in  express  charge  from 
our  constituents. 

We  are,  I  fear,  sir,  on  the  eve  of  an  eternal  political  sepa- 
ration from  the  Western  world,  unless  a  very  speedy  recon- 
ciliation should  take  place.  If  the  present  motion  happily 
meets  with  success,  I  am  sure  it  will  do  more  towards  a 
sincere,  lasting,  and  hearty  union  with  America,  than  all  the 
captious  and  fallacious  proposals  of  Administration.  The 
Americans  will  then  believe  we  indeed  desire  a  reconcilia- 
tion with  them,  and  they  will  at  length  begin  to  have  confi- 
dence in  our  counsels,  when  they  see  the  vengeance  of 
Parliament  fall  on  the  authors  of  our  common  calamities. 
The  principles  of  violence  and  injustice,  which  have  hitherto 
prevailed,  they  will  see,  if  the  House  is  really  in  earnest  to 
treat,  yield  to  equity  and  moderation ;  a  negotiation  on  fair, 
equal,  and  just  terms,  may  ensue,  and  a  general  tranquilhty 
be  re-established  in  an  empire  which  is  now  shaken  to  its 
very  foundation. 

I  really  think,  sir,  this  is  almost  the  only  method  now  left 
of  extricating  ourselves  with  honour  and  dignity  from  our 
present  alarming  difficulties.  You  have  voted  fleets  and 
armies,  and  your  forces  figure  greatly  in  the  papers  of  the 
Secretary  at  War,  and  in  the  expensive  estimates  on  your 
table.  But  the  Minister  knows  very  well  they  are  not  equal 
to  the  mad  project  of  subjugating  the  vast  continent  of 
America,  nor  do  I  believe  the  whole  strength  of  this  king- 
dom adequate  to  such  an  attempt.  After  a  very  bloody 
campaign  you  have  conquered  only  one  hill  of  less  than  a 
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mile's  circumference,  for  you  were  suffered  to  land  as  friends 
in  the  only  sea-port  town  of  any  consequence  which  you 
possess.  Would  the  noble  Lord,  whom  his  Majesty  has 
lately  raised  to  one  of  the  higliest  civil  offices,  if  he  were 
sent  on  a  military  service  there,  would  he  venture,  even  at  the 
head  of  the  whole  British  cavaliy,  to  advance  ten  miles  into 
the  country?  He  would  not,  I  am  persuaded,  be  so  rash, 
nor  do  I  think  his  spirit  quite  daring  enough  to  make  the 
attempt.  And  is  any  Minister  weak  enough  to  flatter  him- 
self with  the  conquest  of  all  North- America  1  The  Ame- 
ricans will  dispute  every  inch  of  territory  with  you,  every 
nan'ow  pass,  every  strong  defile,  every  Themwjjyla,  eveiy 
Bunker's  Hill.  A  train  of  most  unfortunate  events  will  pro- 
bably ensue,  and  the  power  of  recruiting,  perhaps  subsisting, 
your  weakened  forces,  at  such  a  distance,  be  lost.  After 
an  unavailing  struggle  of  a  very  few  years,  when  the  ruined 
merchant  and  manufacturer  besiege  your  doors,  you  will 
perhaps  think  of  naming  Ambassadors  to  the  General  Con- 
gress, instead  of  the  wild  and  expensive  job  and  farce  now 
in  contemplation,  of  thirty  Commissioners,  with  a  salary  of 
four  thousand  pounds  each,  to  ciy  Peace,  where  there  is  no 
peace. 

Yet,  sir,  I  think  peace  absolutely  necessary  between  Great 
Britain  and  America,  and,  therefore,  I  approve  the  present 
motion,  as  holding  out  the  olive-branch.  The  Americans 
are  rapidly  increasing  in  population,  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  all  the  useful  arts  of  life.  Alas,  sir,  they  are  not  igno- 
rant even  in  the  fashionable  art  of  murdering  our  own  spe- 
cies. The  late  worthy  Governour  of  Pennsylvania  declared 
at  the  bar  of  the  other  House,  that  that  Province  now  grew 
more  corn  than  was  sufficient  for  the  supply  of  its  inhabi- 
tants ;  that  they  exported  considerably  every  year ;  that  they 
perfectly  understood  the  art  of  making  gunpowder,  and  had 
effected  it ;  that  they  had  established  several  works  to  pro- 
cure saltpetre ;  that  they  had  the  materials  and  means  in 
great  plenty  of  casting  iron  cannon  ;  that  the  art  of  casting 
both  brass  and  iron  cannon,  as  well  as  of  fabricating  small- 
arms,  had  been  carried  to  great  perfection  ;  and  that  they 
were  expert  in  ship-building  beyond  the  Europeans.  He 
declared,  likewise,  that  single  Province  had  actually  enrolled 
twenty  thousand  men  in  arms,  imbodied,  but  not  in  pay, 
and  had  four  thousand  Minute-men  ready  on  the  first  notice 
of  any  real  danger.  The  authentick  accounts  of  the  prepa- 
rations for  the  forming,  training,  and  disciplining  troops  in 
the  Massachusetts-Bay  and  in  Virginia  are  equally  formi- 
dable ;  nor  are  they  inconsiderable  in  the  other  United  Pro- 
vinces. Every  idea  of  force,  therefore,  on  our  side,  must 
appear  infatuation. 

All  wise  legislators,  sir,  have  calculated  the  strength  of  a 
nation  from  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  the  laborious, 
strong,  and  active.  The  population  in  most  parts  of  Ame- 
rica is  doubled  in  the  course  of  nineteen  or  twenty  years  ; 
while  that  of  this  Island  is  known  rather  to  have  decreased 
since  the  year  1692.  The  emigrations  of  late  from  the  three 
kingdoms  have  been  amazing  and  alarming.  Our  own  peo- 
ple have  fled  in  multitudes  from  a  Government  under  which 
they  starved.  It  appears,  from  the  nicest  calculations,  that 
many  more  of  our  fellow-subjects  have  voluntarily  left  this 
kingdom  lor  America,  never  to  return,  than  I  believe  Adminis- 
tration have  hitherto  sent  in  their  pay,  both  fleets  and  armies, 
never  to  return,  in  any  considerable  proportion — I  mean,  for 
the  force  sent.  The  Americans,  sir,  are  a  pious  and  reli- 
gious people.  With  much  ardour  and  success  they  follow 
the  first  great  command  of  Heaven,  "  Be  fruitful  and  multi- 
ply." While  they  are  fervent  in  these  devout  exercises, 
while  the  men  continue  enterprising  and  healthy,  the  women 
kind  and  prolifick,  all  your  attempts  to  subdue  them  by  force 
will  be  ridiculous  and  unavailing,  will  be  regarded  by  them 
with  scorn  and  abhorrence.  They  are  daily  strengthening  ; 
and  if  you  lose  the  present  moment  of  reconciliation,  to 
which  this  motion  tends,  you  lose  all.  America  may  now 
be  reclaimed  or  regained,  but  cannot  be  subdued. 

Gentlemen,  sir,  do  not  seem  to  have  considered  the  asto- 
nishing disadvantages  under  which  we  engage  in  this  contest 
against  the  combined  powers  of  America,  not  only  from  the 
distance  and  natural  strength  of  the  country,  but  the  peculiar 
and  fortunate  circumstances  of  a  young,  rising  empire.  The 
Congress,  sir,  have  not  the  monstrous  load  of  a  debt  of 
above  one  hundred  and  forty  millions,  like  our  Parliament, 
to  struggle  with,  the  very  interest  of  which  would  swallow 
up  all  their  taxes !     Nor  a  numerous  and  hungry  band  of 
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useless  placemen  and  pensioners  to  provide  for ;  nor  has 
luxury  yet  enervated  their  minds  or  bodies.  Every  shillinir 
which  they  raise  will  go  to  the  man  who  fights  the  battles 
of  his  countiy.  They  set  out  like  a  young  heir  with  a  noble 
landed  estate,  unincumbered  with  enormous  family  debts ; 
while  we  appear  the  poor,  old,  feeble,  exhausted,  and  ruined 
parent,  but  exhausted  and  ruined  by  our  own  wickedness, 
prodigality,  and  profligacy. 

Sir,  I  daily  hear  the  Americans,  who  glow  with  a  divine 
zeal  for  liberty  in  all  its  branches,  misrepresented  in  this 
House,  and  the  ostensible  Minister  is  diligent  in  propaga- 
ting the  most  unjust  calumnies  against  them.  The  noble 
Ix)rd  with  the  blue  ribbon  told  us  the  liberty  of  the  press 
was  lost  throughout  .^mcnca.  The  noble  Lord  deceives  us 
in  this  as  in  many  other  things.  From  experience  #e  know 
that  his  intelligence  can  never  be  relied  upon.  The  liberty 
of  the  press,  the  bulwark  of  all  our  liberties,  is  lost  only  in 
Boston,  for  his  Lordship's  Ministerial  troops  govern  there 
only.  The  press  is  free  at  Watertovm,  (but  seven  miles  dis- 
tant from  Boston,)  at  Philadclphia,]Sewport,fVilliamsburgh, 
and  in  the  rest  of  North-America.  I  will  give  the  House 
the  demonstration.  General  Gage's  foolish  and  contempti- 
ble Proclamation  against  iSamuelAdams  and  John  Hancock, 
two  worthy  gentlemen,  and,  I  dare  to  add,  true  patriots — 
even  that  Proclamation,  declaring  them  Rebels  and  Traitors, 
while  the  Generals  Washington,  Putnam,  and  Lee,  with  all 
the  naval  commanders  in  arms,  were  unnoticed  by  him,  ap- 
pears reprinted  in  all  the  American  papers.  His  letters,  like- 
wise, to  Governour  Trumbull  and  others,  in  which  he  most 
heroically  apologized  for  his  inert  conduct,  as  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  the  Army — the  protection  of  an  army! — and 
of  an  army  which  we  were  taught  to  believe  would  look  all 
opposition  into  subjection,  awe  the  factious,  and  give  secu- 
rity to  the  well-affected, — these  letters,  too,  were  all  faithfully 
copied.  I  believe  all  the  curious,  futile  orders  he  has  issued, 
all  his  unmeaning  declarations  and  proclamations,  will  be 
found  as  exact  In  the  Pennsylvania,  Watertovm,  and  other 
American  newspapers,  as  in  the  Gazette,  published  by  his 
authority  in  Boston,  which,  in  other  respects,  is  as  partial 
and  false  as  that  of  the  American  Secretary,  published  by 
authority  in  this  capital. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last  says  the  pre- 
sent Address  is  trifling,  for  we  already  know  the  author  and 
adviser  of  all  the  late  measures  against  America ;  that  the 
noble  Lord  with  the  blue  ribbon  will  avow  them,  and  has 
done  it.  I  -wish  to  hear  such  a  declaration.  Will  the  noble 
Lord  avow  himself  the  adviser  of  only  one  of  the  late  flagi- 
tious measures,  that  of  establishing  Popery  and  despotick 
power  in  Canada  1  The  father  of  that  monstrous  birth,  I 
thought,  had  prudently  hitherto  chosen  to  remain  concealed. 
He  likewise  tells  us,^  the  motion  now  before  us  is  coupled  with 
nothing,  and  leads  to  nothing.  I  will  tell  him  what  it  ought 
to  lead  to,  what  it  ought  to  be  coupled  with :  I  mean  an 
impeachment,  sir ;  which  I  trust  will  follow,  as  the  next  mo- 
tion of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  first  in  this 
debate.  Whoever  did  advise  the  measures  lately  pursued, 
which  have  lost  half  our  empire,  I  consider  as  a  criminal  of 
so  deep  a  dye  that  his  head  would  be  a  just  sacrifice  to  the 
honour  of  England  and  the  peace  of  America.  The  word 
"  impeachment"  I  hope  will  always  strike  terrour  to  the 
ear  and  heart  of  a  wicked  and  arbitrary  Minister ;  and  that 
the  noblest  and  most  important  prerogative  of  this  free  peo- 
ple, secured  to  us  by  our  great  deliverer.  King  William  III, 
in  the  "  Act  for  the  further  limitation  of  the  Crown,  and 
better  securing  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject,"  will 
shortly  have  its  full  effect,  "  that  no  pardon  under  the  great 
seal  of  England  be  pleadable  to  an  impeachment  by  the 
Commons  in  Parliament." 

Lord  North  thanked  Mr.  Storer  for  the  compliments  he 
had  paid  him;  but  said,  the  honourable  member  who  made 
the  motion  had  not  considered  him  as  the  responsible  author 
of  the  measures  he  had  mentioned.  He  allowed  that  the 
Cabinet  and  efficient  Cabinet  councils  were  no  parts  of  the 
Constitution  ;  but  said,  that  the  King  might  consult  any  part 
of  the  Privy  Counsellors  he  pleased.  He  said  the  present 
motion  was  a  very  strange  one ;  that  there  were  several  acts 
of  Parliament  concerned  in  it,  of  which  he  did  not  know 
the  author :  he  did  not  know  who  was  the  author  of  the  Act 
of  Henry  VIII,  which  he  supposed  was  alluded  to ;  that 
some  of  the  other  acts  had  been  made  in  different  Adminis- 
trations.    As  for  Popery,  he  said,  that  was  established  in 
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Canada  before,  and  despotism  was  not  now  established  ;  for 
that  the  present  act  might  possibly  be  repealed  when  Ca- 
nada should  be  in  a  situation  fit  to  have  Assemblies  ;  but 
that  at  present  a  Legislative  Council,  at  the  will  of  the  Crown, 
was  the  fittest  form  of  Government  for  them.  That,  how- 
ever, the  Canada  Bill  came  to  tiiem  from  the  Lords ;  that 
he  was  very  willina;  to  take  upon  himself  the  guilt  of  sup- 
porting it  in  the  Commons.  But  he  hardly  thought  any 
person  would  propose  the  calling  of  members  to  account  for 
proposing  or  supporting  any  measures  in  Parliament.  The 
gentleman  who  made  the  present  motion  was  certainly  a 
great  stickler  for  freedom  of  debate,  and  freedom  of  opinion  ; 
and  to  complain,  therefore,  to  another  tribunal  of  what  hap- 
pened in  this  House,  in  consequence  of  using  that  freedom, 
he  couM  not  think  suitable  to  the  general  tenor  of  his  con- 
duct ;  he  was  sure  it  was  not  constitutional.  He  was  the 
more  surprised  at  this  motion,  as  the  gentlemen  who  had 
moved  and  sujiported  it  had  always  professed  themselves 
regardless  of  men,  and  concerned  only  about  measures ;  but 
this  motion  was  calculated  merely  for  personal  chastisement 
and  rebuke.  He  agreed  entirely  in  opinion  with  the  coun- 
sellor, whoever  he  was,  that  might  think  one  Wilkes  suffi- 
cient ;  for,  indeed,  he  thought  it  was  one  to  much  in  any 
well-regulated  Government ;  though,  he  said,  to  do  him  jus- 
tice, it  was  not  easy  to  find  many  such.  Upon  the  whole, 
he  could  not  think  it  proper  to  carry  up  a  complaint  to  the 
King  of  measures  which  had  received  the  sanction  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  for  Parliament  itself  to  do  it  would  be  ridiculous. 
Mr.  Temple  Luttrell.  I  rise  to  give  my  thanks  to  the 
worthy  Magistrate  who  has  offered  to  the  House  this  motion, 
because  I  think  it,  as  to  spirit,  however  incorrect  its  form, 
replete  with  duty  and  true  affection  to  his  Sovereign,  and 
promises  the  most  effectual  relief  to  the  subject  through- 
out every  part  of  the  British  empire,  at  a  time  of  imminent 
peril  to  our  Constitution,  to  our  trade,  and  our  liberties.  I 
own  myself  to  be  one  of  those  persons,  who,  from  an  unal- 
terable, an  inmost  conviction  of  mind,  subscribe  to  the  doc- 
trine of  the  great  Mr.  Locke,  that  "  the  legislature  changed 
from  that  which  was  originally  constituted  by  general  con- 
sent, and  fundamental  acts  of  society,  such  change,  however 
effected,  is  at  once  an  entire  dissolution  of  the  bands  of 
Government,  and  the  people  are  at  liberty  to  constitute  to 
themselves  a  new  legislative  power."  Now,  sir,  that  the 
legislature  has  been  materially  changed  with  respect  to  your 
American  Colonists  from  what  was  in  the  original  and  funda- 
mental constitutions  of  society,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  By 
disposing  of  their  property  contrary  to  their  consent,  and  by 
the  hostile  and  savage  acts  consequent  thereto,  the  bands  be- 
tween the  British  Government  and  the  American  Colonies 
are  of  course  dissolved :  whether  or  not  they  will  constitute 
themselves  a  new  legislative  power  time  only  can  show.  I 
very  much  apprehend  that,  unless  a  speedy  and  equitable 
jJlan  of  conciliation  be  held  out  to  them  by  us,  who  are  the 
aggressors,  such  will  be  the  baleful  end  of  our  quarrel.  But, 
sir,  we  are  now  to  come  at  the  prime  authors  and  promoters 
of  this  mischief.  Show  us  the  men,  that,  betraying  the  in- 
terests of  their  fellow-citizens  and  confidence  of  their  Sove- 
reign, first  carried  rapine,  famine,  and  assassination,  through 
that  devoted  Continent.  We  know  that  (to  speak  Parliamen- 
tary language,  and  as  becomes  every  well-affected  subject)  the 
King  "  can  do  no  wrong ;"  we  know  that  his  Majesty,  from 
moral  principle,  will  do  no  wrong.  He  is,  perhaps,  the  last 
man  in  these  dominions,  who  would  commit  an  act  of  cruelty 
or  injustice  against  any  individual,  much  less  against  a  whole 
community ;  but,  sir,  we  likewise  know,  that  integrity  and 
a  guardless  temper  of  heart  have  subjected  good  Kings  to  a 
misguidance,  which  has  proved  fatal  to  them  in  the  end. 
The  five  dethroned  monarchs  to  be  met  with  at  different 
eras 'of  the  English  history  were  distinguished  severally  in 
their  day  for  conjugal  and  paternal  affection.  They  were 
exemplary  models  of  virtue  in  domestick  life.  Three  of 
them  {Edward  II,  Richard  II,  and  Henry  VI,)  precipitated 
from  a  throne,  were  secretly  put  to  death  ;  one,  (Charles  I,) 
ignominiously  suffered  upon  a  publick  scaffold ;  and  the 
fifth,  (James  II,)  having  forfeited  his  crown,  was  sent  into 
exile.  Yet  not  many  hours  preceding  the  fatal,  expiative 
sentence,  each  of  these  deluded  potentates  was  assured,  by 
his  Ministers  and  sycophants,  he  could  do  no  wrong.  It 
may  be  decent,  it  may  be  proper,  though  I  have  ever  re- 
garded such  assurance  as  the  syren  canticle  which  has 
led  many  of  our  best  princes  with  a  fuU-swelled  canvass  oo 


those  quicksands  they  would  otherwise  have  steered  clear  of. 
Sir,  it  is  only  by  protecting  the  guilty  that  Kings  can  do 
wrong.  The  people  of  England  owe  much  forbearance,  and 
are  slow  to  commotion  ;  but  when  once  in  arms,  and  under 
the  standard  of  constitutional  freedom,  however  they  may 
have  been  sometimes  baffled  in  partial  onsets,  they  have,  at 
the  day  of  decisive  battle,  proved  themselves  invincible. 
Neither  has  such,  their  laudable  entimsiasm,  been  confined 
to  the  re-establishing  of  original  laws  for  the  security  of  their 
possessions  and  franchises ;  but  has  operated  with  no  less 
vigour  in  bringing  to  condign  punishment  those  traitorous 
persons  who  had  presumed  to  infringe  them  ;  nay,  of  this  we 
have  striking  proofs,  without  recurring  to  the  moment  of 
actual  revolt,  and  when  the  executive  power  was  compelled 
to  pay  due  regard  to  popular  discontent.  In  the  reign  of 
Richard  II,  the  weakest  and  woret  of  our  Kings,  (who  at  one 
time  declared  he  would  not  turn  out  the  meanest  scullion  in 
his  kitchen  to  please  his  Pariiament,)  some  great  men  who 
had  abused  the  Royal  confidence,  by  carrying  into  execu- 
tion schemes  subversive  of  publick  liberty,  suffered  as  being 
guilty  of  high-treason  ;*  and  at  the  request  of  his  people,  this 
King,  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign,  appointed  Commission- 
ers to  scrutinize  and  reform  his  Cabinet  and  household. 
Henry  VI,  (impotent  of  mind,  and  obstinate  of  disposition 
as  he  was,)  in  his  twenty-ninth  year,  at  the  suit  of  the  Com- 
mons, banished  between  twenty  and  thirty  of  his  Counsellors 
and  minions  from  his  presence,  not  to  be  seen  for  a  year 
within  twelve  miles  of  the  Court ;  their  sentence  says,  "  that 
they  may  be  duly  improved."  It  was  their  master's  sad 
mishap,  who  recalled  many  of  them  at  the  expiration  of  the 
term  mentioned,  that  they  were  found  incorrigible.  Under 
Henry  VIII,  the  greatest  tyrant  of  the  most  tyrannick  race 
that  ever  grasped  a  sceptre  of  this  realm,  others  suffered  for 
being  the  chief  promoters  of  very  iniquitous  extortions  during 
the  preceding  reign,  f  Did  not  a  Lord  High  Chancellor  J 
experience,  in  the  time  of  the  fii-st  Stuart,  that  neither  pei-- 
sonal  endowments  nor  elevated  station  could  shield  him 
from  the  punishment  due  to  his  corrupt  practices  ?  Sir,  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  I,  certain  Judges  >§>  met  the  severest 
reprehension  for  attempting  to  deliver  opinions  which  were 
deemed  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  people ;  and,  in  a 
subsequent  reign,  (that  of  Charles  II,)  we  likewise  see  in- 
stances when  great  men  ||  were  impeached  before  Pariiament 
for  high  misdemeanors  in  carrying  on  the  administration  of 
justice.  These,  and  other  innumerable  examples  to  be  found 
in  your  annals  and  codes  of  Parliament,  sufficiently  evince 
that  no  official  influence,  no  honorary  dignity,  could,  in  the 
days  of  our  ancestors,  screen  the  infractors  on  the  lawful 
tranquillity  of  the  subject  from  punishment,  though  they 
were  the  nearest  servants  of  the  Crown,  and  illumined  with 
the  brightest  rays  of  kingly  favour.  Sir,  I  am  well  aware 
that  the  malversations  of  Government  have,  in  the  detail, 
been  usually  brought  as  a  heavy  charge  upon  the  Minister 
only,  keeping  clear  of  the  Monarch ;  that  they  have  been 
imputed  to  a  De  Vere ;  a  Le  Despencer ;  a  Bishop  Laud ; 
to  a  Father  Peters ;  and  had  such  incendiaries,  with  their 
base  adherents,  been  timely  and  voluntarily  given  up  for  a 
sacrifice,  atonement  might  have  stopped  there  ;  but  the 
Prince  on  the  throne,  fascinated  by  a  false  glare  of  pre- 
rogative, and  plumed  with  towering  notions  of  his  divine 
vicegerency,  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  withdraw  his 
auspices  from  the  proper  authors  of  publick  calamity,  till  an 
injured  and  enraged  people  were  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
bringing  home  the  sum  total  of  grievances  to  the  account  of 
Majesty  itself  Hence  followed  social  warfare,  rivers  of 
blood,  and  dethronements. 

Is  there  an  unprejudiced  person  in  this  House,  endued 
with  a  tolerable  share  of  discernment,  who,  dark  as  the  po- 
litical horizon  around  us  now  is,  cannot  discover  further  mis- 
chief to  be  complotted  on  the  basis  of  these  transatlantick 
piracies  ?  Are  we,  sir,  to  remain  silent  and  passive  till  an 
army  of  civilized  Britons,  in  compact  with  the  barbarians  of 
Russia,  shall  have  enforced  and  perpetuated  slavery  in  all 
our  American  Colonies  ?  till  your  Popish  brigades  have 
taken  good  account  of  the  liberties  of  Ireland?  till  a  moun- 

•  Earl  of  Stiffolh,  Lord  Chancellor,  Duke  of  Ireland,  Archbishop  of 
York,  and  others. 

■j^  Sir  'I'htmas  Empeon  and  Editard  Duilley. 

i  Jiacojt,  Lord  Verntan. 

§  Lord  Keeper  Finch,  Judges  Davenport,  Craiolcy,  Berkley,  &c. 

II  Chief  Justice  Scrubs,  Sir  Francis  A'artk,  Sir  Itichard  Weston,  Sir 
T/iomus  Jones. 
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taineer  militia  pours  in  upon  us  from  the  northern  confines 
of  this  Ishmd  ?  till  the  mercenaries  of  a  German  Electorate 
shall  have  assumed  the  guardianship  of  Portsmouth,  Ply- 
mouth, and  the  rest  of  our  seaport  towns  ? — for  they  may 
lawfully  do  so,  according  to  a  very  learned  gentleman  of  the 
long  robe,  on  the  other  side  of  the  floor,  [Mr.  Wedderbum] 
— till,  I  say,  all  these  motley  legions  shall  have  united  to 
accomplish  the  hopeful  purposes  of  such  zealous  addressers 
as  appeared  in  the  London  Gazette  of  last  week  ?  *  Then 
shall  the  uplifted  hand  of  vengeance  and  outlawry  fall  upon 
the  scattered,  helpless  corps  of  petitioners,  throughout  the 
several  counties  oi England — those  unreasonable  petitioners 
to  a  Prince  of  the  Brunswick  family,  in  behalf  of  Revolu- 
tion principles  and  lawful  freedom !  Then  shall  the  Pro- 
vinces of  America,  like  many  of  those  in  Asia  and  Africa, 
be  governed  by  Bashaws — by  a  knout  or  a  bowstring ;  and 
a  Parliament  here  at  home,  dastardly  and  dependant  as  the 
Ottoman  Divan,  maintaining  Jannissary  law,  shall  establish 
the  sway  of  an  arbitrary  Sultan  on  the  ruins  of  limited 
monarchy,  and  of  the  best  Constitution  that  the  wisdom  and 
spirit  of  mankind  ever  framed  for  the  happiness  and  glory 
of  their  fellow-creatures.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  made  this  motion  is  for  tracing  this  torrent  of  iniquity 
to  its  source ;  and  it  is  our  duty  so  to  do.  If  there  are  effi- 
cient or  super-efficient  Ministers  behind  the  curtain,  let 
them  no  longer  remain  latent,  but  be  dragged  forth  to  pub- 
lick  execration  and  to  publick  justice.  Certain  I  am,  that 
the  only  fabricatore  of  the  American  war  are  in  this  Island  ; 
they  are  in  this  Metropolis  :  they  are  most  of  them  in  this 
House.  Several  oblique  hints  and  insinuations  have,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  been  cast  to  these  benches  near  me  from  over 
the  way.  Some  of  the  persons  I  allude  tof  must  own  it  their 
duty  in  a  double  capacity,  their  duty  within  these  walls, 
and  their  duty  elsewhere,  if  they  have  substantial  grounds 
for  such  charge,  to  produce  and  bring  home  evidence  to  the 
criminal  persons.  Are  they  naturally  backward  at  em- 
ploying spies  or  filing  informations  ?  or  have  they  not  such 
correct  alertness  in  composing  warrants  of  commitment  ? 
Where,  then,  are  these  enemies  to  their  country  on  our  side 
of  the  House  ?  Are  they  to  be  found  among  those  gentle- 
men opposing  your  present  measures,  who  withdrew  from 
the  sunshine  of  a  Court,  and  relinquished  offices  of  great 
honour  and  profit,  rather  than  sanctify  such  projects  as  their 
consciences  revolted  against  ?  Are  they  among  those  opu- 
lent Commoners,  J  who  have  a  landed  property  and  heredi- 
tary consequence  at  stake,  equal  to  the  best  subjects  in 
Europe  1  Are  they  to  be  found  in  those  heroick  comman- 
ders 11  who  fought  at  the  head  of  your  fleets  in  the  last  war, 
with  a  prowess  beyond  the  idea  of  the  most  romantick  ages 
of  antiquity  ?  Or  must  we  look  for  them  in  those  intrepid 
magistrates,  whose  publick  conduct  has  gained  them  the 
confidence  and  affection  of  their  fellow-subjects,  in  the 
greatest  city  of  the  whole  commercial  world,  and  who  are 
justly  revered  throughout  the  most  respectable  trading  com- 
munities in  all  parts  of  the  British  empire — those  magis- 
trates to  whose  talents,  vigilance,  and  stability,  we  now  turn 
an  eye  of  expiring  hope,  as  to  our  sheet-anchor,  which  can 
alone  preserve  the  labouring  vessel  of  the  State  from  the 
dreadful  rocks  by  which  it  is  encompassed  ?  Sir,  there  are 
no  Catalines  <§>  on  this  side  of  the  House.  Far  be  it  from  me 
to  charge  any  gentleman  on  the  other  side  with  meriting 
altogether  that  appellation.  Many,  very  many,  there  are 
facing  me,  who  act,  I  am  sure,  from  such  principles  as  they 
pei-suade  themselves  are  principles  of  wisdom  and  rectitude  ; 
but,  sir,  I  will  say,  that  in  the  line  of  Ministers — in  that 
sanguinary  phalanx,  at  least,  which,  during  all  the  evolu- 
tions and  revolutions  of  Government,  for  several  yeai-s  past, 
has  remained  unshaken  and  impregnable — in  them,  and  in 
the  composition  of  their  principles,  I  see  many  Catalinarian 
ingredients :  an  insatiate  thirst  of  riches ;  a  licentious  pur- 
suit after  power ;  dominion  to  be  acquired  by  the  most  des- 
perate hazards  and  the  most  "savage  enterprises;  by  the 
burning  of  whole  towns,  the  habitations  of  men,  tiie  tem- 
ples of  the  Divinity;  innocent  families  to  be  butchered  ;  and 
the  entire  demolition  of  the  Commonwealth,  at  her  halcyon 
zenith  of  peace,  harmony,  and  abundance.     Whether  or 

•  The  Scotch  Addresses  in  the  Gazette  of  25th  A^ovember. 
j-  The  Attorney  and  Solicitor-General. 
i  Sir  George  Savile,  Sir  James  Lowther,  &.C. 
II  Sir  Charles  Savnilera,  Admiral  A'e/ipel,  &c. 

i  Alluding  to  an  expression  from  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House  a 
few  evenings  before. 


not,  midst  the  arcana  of  their  Cabinet,  they,  like  the  Cata- 
line  junto,  pass  from  lip  to  lip  the  chalice,  filled  with  human 
blood,  as  a  pledge  of  secrecy  and  co-operative  zeal,  and  to 
"  rivet  them  to  coercion,"  is  best  known  among  themselves ; 
but  if  any  one  may  judge  by  the  diabolical  creeds  which 
they  have  not  scrupled  to  avow,  such  may  well  be  the  cup 
of  their  sacrament.  Men  of  affluent  incomes  they  have 
among  them,  yet  chiefly  from  the  stipends  of  office,  not  a 
patrimonial  inheritance,  nor  the  fruits  of  an  honest  industry. 
We  may,  it  is  true,  give  them  the  credit  for  a  few  renegado 
converts  of  note,  taken  in  upon  the  Sherwood -Forest  sys- 
tem of  policy,  in  the  days  of  Robin  Hood,  who  recmited 
his  troops  from  time  to  lime  with  such  needy  stragglers  as 
could  stand  a  tough  buffeting  with  the  arch  contrabandist 
himself,  hand-to-fist. 

Let  us  now  look  for  their  military  coadjutors — those  few 
they  could  claim  of  high  reputation,  and  to  whose  abilities 
and  spirit  we  might,  on  a  future  foreign  war,  venture  to  give 
171  custodium  the  inestimable  glories  of  the  last:  these,  Mi- 
nisters have  grouped  in  a  triumvirate,  and  transported  to 
America,  upon  a  worse  than  buccaneering  expedition.  We 
know  that  tliey  were,  last  session,  among  the  deceived  at 

home,  and  have  this  year  been  already  disgraced  abroad 

at  this  hour  I  am  speaking,  are,  perhaps,  in  ignominious 
durance,  or  dead.  If  dead,  be  it  for  their  best  reputation 
and  the  repose  of  their  departed  spirits,  that  they  achieved 
no  part  of  the  errand  they  were  sent  upon.  This,  sir,  puts 
me  in  mind  of  another  martialist,  [looking  at  Lord  George 
Germaine,]  not  unsignalized  in  former  campaigns,  who  beino- 
now  exalted  to  a  place  of  the  greatest  publick  importance, 
if  no  other  membei-s,  better  qualified  than  myself,  shall  un- 
dertake the  task,  I,  perhaps,  may,  on  a  future  occasion,  hold 
it  my  duty  to  give  him  that  distinct  and  copious  eulogium 
which  is  his  just  due.  Yet,  before  I  sit  down,  I  can  by  no 
means  omit  mentioning  the  person  in  office  who,  with  little 
better  pretensions,  in  my  humble  opinion,  than  the  daily 
nmner  of  a  faction,  [looking  at  Mr.  Jenkinsorv,]  having 
climbed  into  a  post  of  high  financial  trust,  the  first  duty  of 
which  is,  to  be  provident  of  the  treasure  of  his  Sovereign 
and  his  country;  measuring  his  claims  by  his  own  presump- 
tion and  rapaciousness,  not  by  desert,  exacted  from  the 
Crown  a  more  liberal  gratuity  than  has  heretofore  been 
given  for  eminent  and  splendid  national  services — more 
than  was  asked  by  a  Burleigh,  a  Godolphin,  or  an  Earl  of 
Chatham,  and  more  than  was  deemed  sufficient,  by  a  mu- 
nificent and  grateful  nation,  for  an  illustrious  naval  conque- 
ror, [Sir  Edward  Hawke,]  who  is  now  passing  the  evening 
of  his  life  in  humble  frugality.  Tell  this,  sir,  to  the  people 
of  America ;  and  tell  them  that  a  Secretary  of  State,  [Lord 
Rochford,]  retiring  from,  or  rather  deserting  the  publick  duty, 
at  a  conjuncture  of  some  embarrassment,  either  through  in- 
dolence, apprehension,  or  conscious  insufficiency,  is  to  be 
pensioned  on  the  State  to  the  amount  of  three  thousand 
pounds  per  annum.  I  say,  sir,  relate  these  recent  marks, 
how  admirably  we  Britons  appropriate  our  own  money,  and 
the  Colonists  can  no  longer  hesitate  to  make  us  trustees  for 
the  disposal  of  theirs — especially  if  it  be  to  pass  through 
the  saine  hands,  and  for  the  like  hallowed  purposes. 

However,  I  shall  still  flatter  myself,  as  a  consequence  of 
this  motion,  that  our  gracious  Sovereign  will,  from  the  trans- 
cendent goodness  of  his  heart  and  reflective  wisdom,  at 
length  give  ear  to  the  supplications  of  his  afflicted  people ; 
and  notwithstanding  he  may,  from  an  impulse  of  lenity,  pre- 
serve the  guilty  Ministers  from  the  punishment  their  offences 
demand,  he  will,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  and  for  his  own 
safety,  remove  them  from  his  council  and  presence  for- 


ever. 


Mr.  Hayley  said  that,  instructed  as  he  was  by  his  con- 
stituents, he  could  not  give  a  silent  vote  on  the  occasion  ; 
and  he  thought  that,  as  all  the  petitions  presented  to  the 
King  had  been  rejected  with  disdain  and  contempt,  the 
present  method  of  an  Address  to  the  King  from  the  House 
was  a  proper  measure. 

Lord  Folkestone  highly  complimented  the  honourable 
mover,  both  as  a  publick  and  a  private  man ;  and  said  that 
he  held  a  seat  in  that  House  on  the  most  honourable  terms ; 
that,  for  his  own  part,  he  condemned  all  the  measures  which 
had  been  taken  against  America,  because  they  were  adopted 
in  defiance  of  every  principle  on  which  we  support  our  own 
liberties  ;  that  particularly  the  act  for  establishing  despotism 
and  Popery  in  Canada,  was  most  obnoxious ;  for,  not  to 


247 


MR.  HARTLEY'S  MOTION  FOR  CONCILIATION  WITH  AMERICA. 


248 


mention  the  annihilation  of  every  species  of  civil  liberty 
which  it  establishes,  it  plainly  declares  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  Parliament  all  religions  are  equal,  and  that  the  only 
foundation  of  preference  of  any  is,  its  being  the  more  easily 
converted  into  an  engine  of  State.  But  as  the  motion  was 
directed  against  acts  of  Parliament,  it  was  impossible  to 
agree  to  it.  The  movers  of  them  are,  said  he,  sufficiently 
known.  We  do  not  want  to  be  informed  of  that.  It  is 
sufficient,  at  present,  that  Parliament  has  adopted  them. 
The  time,  he  hoped,  would  come,  when  we  shall  know 
who  concealed  that  information,  who  suppressed  that  evi- 
dence, which,  if  Parliament  had  received,  it  would  not  have 
adopted  them.  He  should  reserve  himself  till  that  time ; 
and  therefore,  at  present,  moved  the  ])revious  question  on 
the  motion  of  the  Alderman,  as  on  one  which  ought  never 
to  have  been  made. 

Mr.  Hussey  seconded  this  motion. 

The  Attorney-General  said,  that  an  application  to  the 
Crown,  concerning  any  measures  which  had  once  passed 
the  Parliament,  was  highly  improper,  unconstitutional,  and 
derogatory  to  their  honour ;  but  he  was  against  the  previous 
question,  as  he  should  choose  to  give  the  motion  itself  a  flat 
negative. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox  said  he  should  be  against  the  motion, 
because  it  seemed  to  excuse  Administration,  and  to  throw 
the  whole  guilt  on  some  other  persons ;  whereas  he  thought 
Administration  equally  guilty ;  but  he  did  not  think  that 
punishment  could  be  constitutionally  and  legally  inflicted 
for  anything  whatever  which  should  be  done  in  Parliament ; 
this  conduct  there  will  always  be  followed  by  the  loss  of  re- 
putation ;  and  that  he  should  therefore  move  the  order  of  the 
day,  as  the  best  method  of  getting  rid  of  the  motion. 

Governour  Johnstone  disliked  Mr.  Fox's  doctrine,  that 
Ministers  were  only  punishable  by  loss  of  reputation.  He 
quoted  Sir  Edward  Coke's  authority,  that  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, obtained  by  undue  influence  or  by  misinformation, 
were  neither  a  constitutional  excuse,  nor  by  precedent  could 
be  made  a  shelter  for  the  misconduct  of  Ministei-s.  He  said 
that  he  disliked  the  frequent  use  of  the  word  '  impeach- 
ment ;'  that  impeachment  was  a  great  power  of  the  State, 
seldom  to  be  exerted,  but  never  to  be  mentioned  without  a 
probability  of  carrying  it  into  effect  against  some  great  cri- 
minal. He  objected  to  the  motion,  because  he  thought  an 
inquiry  should  begin  by  proving  some  fact ;  and  hoped  that, 
from  the  variety  of  opinions  in  the  House,  and  the  treat- 
ment this  motion  met  with,  that  gentlemen  would  be  taught 
how  necessaiy  it  was  to  act  in  concert,  and  consult  and  act 
with  a  number  of  other  persons  in  their  motions  and  mea- 
sures. 

Mr.  Righy  took  this  occasion  to  ridicule  most  strongly 
the  conduct  of  Opposition.  He  remarked  their  distraction, 
and  the  abject  state  to  which  every  independent  gentleman 
in  the  House  must  reduce  himself,  as  a  member  of  Opposi- 
tion ;  that  he  must  follow  a  leader  much  more  slavishly  and 
implicitly  than  in  any  Administration  ;  for  that  if  any  uncon- 
nected member  should  make  the  very  motion  which  Oppo- 
sition had  itself  determined,  yet  if  he  did  it  without  their 
previous  consent  and  permission,  they  would  themselves 
turn  round  upon  the  honest  gentleman  as  a  Rebel,  and  treat 
him  with  more  indignity  and  insolence  than  any  of  which 
they  complained  in  behalf  of  the  Americans.  He  reminded 
the  city  membei-s,  that  as  they  professed  to  act  in  conse- 
quence of  the  instruction  of  their  constituents,  they  ought 
to  obey  them  universally;  that  there  were  particular  points 
which  they  had  overiooked ;  that  they  ought  to  rub  up  their 
memories  before  they  professed  such  obedience;  that  he 
wished  them  to  obey  them  univei-sally,  that  he  mio-ht  have 
an  opportunity  of  negativing  them  universally. 

The  previous  question  being  then  proposed.  That  the 
question  be  now  put : 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put,  That 
the  Orders  of  the  Day  be  now  read. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Then  the  previous  question  being  put,  That  the  said  pro- 
posed question  be  now  put, 

The  House  divided.     The  noes  went  forth. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Then  the  said  proposed  question  being  put. 
The  House  divided.     The  yeas  went  forth. 

Telle,^  for  the  yeas,  5  M^.  Alderman  Ofecr, 
•'      ^  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon</o?j, 

Tellers  for  the  noes,     Jhe  Lord  .%««%,       - 
I  Sir  Irrey  Looj/er,    -     - 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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Tellers  for  the  yeas,  ] 
Tellers  for  the  noes, 


The  Lord  Lisbume,    - 
Mr.  Robinson,   -     -     - 

The  Lord  Folkestone,  - 
Mr.  Hussey,      ... 
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Thursday,  December  7,  1775. 
Mr.  Hartley  moved  that  the  copy  of  the  Petition  to  his 
Majesty  from  the  General  Congress  in  America,  delivered 
to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  one  of  his  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  on  the  1st  of  September,  1775,  by  Ri- 
chard Penn  and  Arthur  Lee,  Esquires,  which  was  presented 
to  this  House  upon  Friday  last,  might  be  r-ead. 
And  the  same  being  read  accordingly, 
Mr.  Hartley  rose  and  said  :  I  must  entreat  the  candour 
and  patience  of  the  House  this  day,  as  I  feel  myself  under 
an  unusual  anxiety  and  agitation,  not  simply  from  bashful- 
ness  of  speaking  in  publick,  or  before  this  House,  which  has 
always  been  very  indulgent  to  me,  but  from  the  greatness 
of  the  object  in  which,  though  a  very  private  individual,  I 
presume  to  interfere  ;  an  object  upon  which  not  only  the 
fate  of  our  own  times,  but  of  all  future  ages,  both  in  this 
country  and  America,  will  depend.  Coming  in  this  state  of 
mind  to  the  House,  I  confess  that  I  received  no  slight  addi- 
tional shock  when  I  heard  that  this  day  is  marked  by  one 
of  the  greatest  losses  that  this  country  can  sustain,  in  the 
death  of  a  great  naval  commander,  (Sir  Charles  Saunders,) 
who  has  carried  the  empire  of  the  British  flag  to  the  highest 
point  of  glory  ;  a  name  well  known  to  America,  not  only  on 
our  common  element,  the  ocean,  but  as  an  earnest  and  zeal- 
ous friend  to  the  constitutional  and  civil  rights  of  America. 
Though  an  individual  may  feel  the  loss  of  a  private  friend 
in  him,  yet  that  is  buried  in  the  publick  loss.  He  was  every 
man's  friend.  He  was  a  friend  to  his  country.  And  only 
for  himself  may  his  death  be  thought  happy,  in  this  at  least, 
that  he  has  not  outlived  the  glories  of  his  country,  which 
was  the  anxiety  of  his  latest  hours ;  neither  will  his  memory 
outlive  its  just  and  constant  tribute  of  veneration  and  grati- 
tude from  every  part  of  our  dominions.  Having  discharged 
this  poor  personal  tribute  of  respect  and  affection  to  his  me- 
mory, and  having  entreated  the  candour  of  the  House  to 
myself,  I  will  endeavour  to  explain  the  substance  of  the 
propositions  which  I  shall  offer  to  you  to-day. 

Sir,  as  there  is  nothing  which  I  have  so  much  at  heart  as 
to  see  some  amicable  termination  of  our  unhappy  disputes 
with  America,  I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  once  more 
with  some  propositions  of  pacification,  adapted,  as  neariy  as 
I  can  judge,  to  the  present  state  of  things.  When  the  ob- 
taining a  revenue  was  the  professed  object,  as  it  was  the 
only  object  professed  last  year,  I  then  offered  to  the  .House, 
with  great  deference,  my  sentiments  upon  that  subject,  and 
drew  up  a  plan  for  a  letter  of  requisition,  according  to  the 
accustomed  and  constitutional  mode,  and  suited,  as  nearly 
as  I  could  judge,  to  the  nature  of  our  connection  with  the 
Colonies.  To  this  plan  of  contributing  freely  upon  requisi- 
tion America  has  again  declared  her  assent,  in  the  Petition 
to  the  King,  which  I  moved  to  have  laid  before  you  the 
other  day.  That  Petition  has  been  ungraciously  dismissed 
whhout  notice  or  answer,  though  it  contains  everything  that 
this  country  demands  from  America.  There  is  supply  upon 
requisition,  if  you  will  have  it.  No,  says  the  noble  Lord 
at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  we  are  ready  to  dispense  with 
the  consideration  of  supply,  but  our  authority  has  been  in- 
sulted ;  we  must  have  satisfaction  for  that.  Then  say  what 
satisfaction  for  the  point  of  honour  you  would  have  ;  for  the 
Petition  to  the  King  goes  beforehand  with  your  demands  in 
that  point  too.  They  ask  for  no  terms  of  reconciliation  in- 
consistent with  the  dignity  of  this  country.  What  can  they 
say  more?  There  is  supply  offered,  if  you  will  have  it. 
There  is  satisfaction  offered  to  your  honour,  if  you  will  put 
them  to  the  test. 

Sir,  as  I  take  the  ground  of  my  propositions  for  pacifica- 
tion from  the  Petition  of  the  General  Congress  to  the  King, 
which  now  lies  upon  your  table,  I  beg  that  it  may  now  be 
read.     [It  was  read  accordingly.] 
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The  House  having  heard  this  most  dutiful  and  affectionate 
Petition  to  the  King  from  their  fellow-subjects  in  America, 
humbly  supplicating  his  Majesty  to  become  the  mediator  of 
peace  between  them  and  their  parent  State,  I  hope  that  this, 
added  to  all  the  remembrance  of  our  former  friendships,  to 
all  the  ties  of  consanguinity,  and  derivation  from  one  com- 
mon stock,  by  which  we  claim  a  joint  inheritance  and  equal 
right  to  peace,  liberty  and  safety,  will  carry  some  favour- 
able influence  upon  the  heart  of  this  House  ;  and,  above  all, 
I  trust  that  a  compassionate  fellow-feeling  for  the  distresses 
of  our  American  brethren,  surrounded  by  all  the  horrours  of 
war  and  desolation,  added  to  the  gloomy  consideration  that 
these  evils  may  not  be  far  from  our  own  gates,  will  dispose 
this  House  to  seek,  with  a  willing  mind,  the  restoration  of 
peace  as  the  only  means  to  prevent  the  further  effusion  of 
blood,  and  to  avert  those  endless  calamities  and  those  ruin- 
ous convulsions  which  threaten  every  part  of  these  domi- 
nions. In  these  circumstances,  it  should  seem  well  becoming 
the  magnanimity  and  moderation  of  Parliament  to  endeavour 
to  point  out  some  definite  mode  and  terms  of  reconciliation, 
in  compliance  with  the  prayer  of  that  Petition,  pursuing  the 
same  spirit  of  peace  which  breathes  through  every  line  of 
it,  and  as  a  merited  return  for  that  confidential  and  respect- 
ful deference  by  which  they  refer  implicitly  to  his  Majesty's 
wisdom  and  justice  the  mode  and  terms  of  accommodation  ; 
declaring,  -in  the  most  unreserved  manner,  that  notwith- 
standing all  their  sufferings,  they  retain  too  tender  a  regard 
for  the  kingdom  from  which  they  derive  their  origin,  to  re- 
quest such  a  reconciliation  as  might  in  any  manner  be  in- 
consistent with  her  dignity  or  weltare ;  and  that  his  Majesty 
will  find  his  faithful  subjects  in  America  ready  at  all  times, 
as  they  have  ever  been,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to 
assert  and  maintain  the  rights  and  interests  of  his  Majesty 
and  of  their  mother  country.  These  are  the  united  words 
of  North- America ;  and  surely,  sir,  they  contain  every  com- 
pliance and  concession  which  can  be  demanded  of  them  from 
this  country. 

It  is  upon  these  grounds  that  the  proposals  which  will  be 
referred  to  your  consideration  to-day,  are  constructed.  As 
I  made  a  proposal  last  year  for  an  accommodation  of  our 
unhappy  disputes  with  Am£rica,  upon  the  grounds  on  which 
they  were  then  declared  to  stand  by  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury,  namely,  that  of  raising  a  substantial 
revenue,  I  could  wish  to  add  a  supplemental  word,  and  to 
endeavour  to  meet  the  difficulties  in  which  we  are  now  de- 
clared to  be  involved,  upon  the  new  ground  which  the  noble 
Lord  has  this  year  taken,  by  his  declaration,  that  revenue  is 
not  the  present  object,  and  that  we  would  now  make  peace 
with  America,  without  any  other  consideration  than  a  just 
and  honourable  reparation  to  our  authority,  for  those  affronts 
which  it  has  sustained  in  the  course  of  that  resistance,  to 
which  the  Colonies  have  been  so  imprudently  driven.  The 
noble  Lord's  words,  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  were  to 
this  effect :  "  Would  to  God  that  all  things  were  in  the  same 
state  in  which  they  were  in  1763."  I  will  endeavour  to 
join  issue  with  him  upon  those  terms ;  for,  though  I  think 
that  the  Ministry  of  this  country  have  been  at  all  times  the 
aggressors,  yet,  for  the  restoration  of  peace  between  the  two 
nations,  I  think  it  not  unreasonable  to  expect  from  America 
some  concession  to  the  national  honour  of  this  country.  It 
must  be  acknowledged,  in  justice  to  the  Americans,  that  they 
have  offered  beforehand,  and  of  their  own  motion,  to  make 
any  reasonable  sacrifice  to  the  national  dignity.  I  shall 
take  them  at  their  word,  and  I  think  myself  entitled,  under 
their  own  declaration,  to  offer  what  I  hope  will  appear  to  be 
no  more  than  terms  reasonable  in  themselves.  This  offer 
from  them  to  make  any  reasonable  concession  to  the  na- 
tional honour,  is  a  full  proof  of  their  sincere  desire  for  peace. 
The  justice  of  this  nation,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am  sure,  will 
not  require  of  them  any  such  concessions,  for  the  sake  of  a 
treacherous  peace,  as  may  hereafter  be  inconsistent  with 
their  national  liberty  or  safety. 

I  should  naturally  proceed  to  state  the  proposition  of  ac- 
commodation, but  I  must  trespass  upon  the  House  for  a  few 
preliminary  words  on  the  subject  of  revenue  ;  for,  notwith- 
standing the  noble  Lord's  declaration  in  the  beginning  of 
the  session,  I  find  that  a  hankering  after  a  revenue  still  lurks 
in  our  heart.  You  may  have  that  revenue,  if  you  will  re- 
ceive it  in  a  constitutional  way;  otherwise  than  that,  you 
never  will,  nor  ever  ought  to  have  it.  Even  if  you  could 
make  out  your  right  to  tax  America,  yet  justice,  which  is 


above  all  rights,  requires  that  you  should  abandon  that  sup- 
posed right.  It  is  the  prerogative  of  the  Comn)ons  of  Eng- 
land to  give  and  grant  by  their  own  representatives.  The 
Commons  of  Ireland  possess  the  same  prerogative.  The 
Commons  of  America  have  ever  enjoyed  the  same.  Had 
everything  been  the  direct  contrary,  that  even  the  right  of 
taxing  unrepresented  America  had  been  undisputed,  and 
the  exercise  customary  and  notorious  ;  I  contend,  that  when 
the  oppression  and  grievances  of  unrepresented  taxation  had 
been  laid  before  Pariiament,  it  would  have  been  their  boundcn 
duty  to  have  rectified  their  Constitutions  to  our  own  model. 
If  we  boast  that  taxation  by  representation  is  the  preroga- 
tive blessing  of  our  own  Constitution,  reason  and  justice 
demand  that  we  should  have  given  the  same  to  every  part 
of  the  empire,  and  that  we  should  measure  out  to  others 
as  we  have  measured  out  for  ourselves  ;  for  reason  and  jus- 
tice are  above  all  human  rights.  That  Government  which 
maintains  its  own  self-interested  claims  upon  its  own  sub- 
jects, contrary  to  the  laws  of  reason  and  justice,  is  no  better 
than  specious  tyranny.  America  asks  no  more  than  the 
continuance  of  those  privileges  which  they  have  always 
enjoyed.  They  offer  to  this  country  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes, when  the  requisition  is  laid  before  them  in  the  con- 
stitutional way.  The  same  offers  are  very  particularly  ex- 
pressed by  the  several  Colonies  of  New-  York,  New-Jersey, 
Philadelphia,  and  Virginia,  in  the  course  of  their  publick 
declarations  during  the  last  summer ;  therefore,  the  readi- 
ness of  all  America  to  contribute  their  proper  proportions  in 
a  constitutional  way,  is  beyond  dispute.  It  is  the  greatest 
injustice  and  traduction  of  the  Colonies  to  accuse  them  of 
backwardness  to  contribute,  or  not  to  give  them  the  merit 
of  their  incessant  offers  for  the  future,  whenever  called  upon 
in  a  constitutional  way. 

However,  I  shall  not  enlarge  upon  the  doctrine  of  requi- 
sition, in  contrast  with  compulsory  taxation,  but  I  shall  leave 
that  upon  the  footing  on  which  I  endeavoured  to  state  it  on 
the  draft  of  a  letter  of  requisition,  in  our  debates  of  the 
last  year;  only  remarking,  that  the  introduction  of  requisi- 
tions in  the  time  of  peace  is  novel,  and  therefore  must  be 
expected  to  be  attended  with  many  consequential  altera- 
tions in  the  constitutional  connection  of  the  Colonies  with 
this  country;  I  mean,  upon  the  restrictions  of  their  trade, 
which  have  hitherto  been  always  accepted  as  an  equivalent 
to  pecuniary  contributions.  If  we  should  put  the  Colonies 
upon  a  new  footing  of  money  contribution,  in  the  time  of 
peace,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  this  country  will 
think  them  entitled  to  relaxations  in  trade,  in  proportion  as 
they  contribute.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  in  future  times 
we  shall  come  to  be  convinced  of  the  narrowness  of  that 
policy  which  thinks  to  cherish  trade  by  restrictions.  We 
shall  see  many  of  these  poor  expedients  in  the  same  light  as 
we  now  view  the  little  policy  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign, 
about  corporations,  apprentices,  poor  laws,  &.c.  Therefore, 
though  I  might  not  have  been  the  fii-st  proposer  of  this  new 
system  of  contribution  to  peace — requisitions,  yet  I  think  it 
promises  to  open  a  more  liberal  system  than  what  we  are 
attached  to  now.  The  intercourse  of  one  common  cause, 
in  the  common  defence  of  the  whole  empire,  may  form  a 
new  and  salutary  connection  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonies,  instead  of  that  connection  by  grievous  restraints, 
which  will  become  more  galling,  and  appear  more  absurd 
every  day.  We  shall  have  at  least  the  choice  of  two  modes 
of  receiving  their  assistance,  which  we  may  exercise  ac- 
cording to  the  discretion  of  the  case — sometimes  through  the 
channel  of  trade,  sometimes  through  supply ;  the  option 
may  easily  be  adjusted,  without  either  strangulating  the 
hand  of  industry,  or  closing  the  hand  of  contribution.  Ire- 
land, besides  providing  for  its  own  internal  establishment, 
provides  annually  for  the  common  defence  a  considerable 
number  of  men  in  the  land  service.  America  may  contri- 
bute to  our  naval  supply,  being  that  part  of  the  common 
concern  which  forms  the  common  bond  of  connection  be- 
tween us.  Seamen,  ships,  or  naval  stores,  may  be  the  con- 
tribution of  America. 

Having  said  thus  much  upon  the  subject  of  requisition,  in 
addition  t1)  what  I  offered  last  year,  I  will  now  come  to  the 
main  object  of  the  motion,  which  I  shall  have  tlie  honour  of 
offering  to  the  House  this  day,  of  drawing  out  some  line  of 
accommodation,  by  which  satisfaction  can  be  made  to  the 
honour  of  this  country,  and  the  Colonies  restored  to  their 
condition  in  1763,  according  to  the  noble  Lord's  own  pro- 
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posal.  If  there  be,  on  the  part  of  Administration,  any 
sincere  desire  of  peace,  I  will  endeavour  to  join  issue  with 
tlie  noble  Lord,  and  offer  terms  of  accommodation,  by  which, 
if  the  Ministry  will  consent  to  replace  America  to  their  slate 
in  1763,  I  shall,  on  the  other  part,  propose  that  America 
shall  give  full  satisfaction  to  the  point  of  honour;  and  I 
think  myself  authorized  to  engage  for  everything  that  can 
in  reason  be  required  fram  the  Americans,  under  that  de- 
claration in  their  Petition  to  the  King,  that  they  do  not  even 
wish  for  reconciliation,  notwitiistanding  all  their  distresses, 
ijpon  terms  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  Great  Britain. 
Taking  my  ground  from  this  declaration,  I  shall  propose  a 
recognition,  not  in  words,  but  in  fact,  which  shall  effectually 
replace  the  authoi-ity  of  this  country  (be  it  more  or  less, 
without  any  invidious  line  drawn)  where  it  was  in  176.3. 
Tlie  test  which  I  shall  propose  will  be  the  registering  some 
act  of  Parliament  by  the  Assembly  of  each  Province,  sup- 
posing the  act  of  Parliament  in  view,  to  be  formed  upon 
principles  of  justice,  and  such  as  the  Colonies  would  have 
received  with  a  silent  and  thankful  compliance  in  1763. 
All  recognitions  in  words  being  unavoidably  both  invidious 
and  insidious,  a  test  bringing  no  line  of  authority  or  obe- 
dience into  question,  would  be  the  only  safe  proposition. 
The  Americans  shall  be  as  they  were  in  1763,  if  they  will 
likewise  admit  an  act  of  test,  such  as  they  would  not  have 
had  tlie  least  scruple  to  have  admitted  in  1763.  Let  us 
thi-ow  a  veil  over  all  the  theoretical  disputes  of  the  rights  of 
subjects,  either  as  Colonists  or  as  men  at  large ;  let  us  not 
discuss  the  rights  reserved,  or  supposed  to  be  reserved,  at 
their  emigration,  whether  tacitly  or  explicitly ;  let  mutual 
concessions  on  both  sides  bring  the  two  parties  together ;  let 
the  Americans  be  replaced  where  they  were  in  1763,  if 
they  will  adriiit  and  register  in  their  Assemblies  such  an  act 
of  Parliament  as  they  themselves  shall  confess  that  they 
would  have  admitted  in  1763.  It  is  not  an  unreasonable 
request  to  make  to  America,  that  they  should  treat  an  act 
of  Parliament,  flowing  from  principles  of  general  humanity 
and  justice,  with  a  different  reception  to  what  has  been  given 
to  acts  of  grievance. 

It. is  certainly  dangerous  to  disturb  questions  of  the  rights 
and  extent  of  empire  or  obedience,  because,  after  that,  even 
acts  of  acquiescence  may  be  construed  to  involve  hazardous 
concessions,  supposed  to  be  included  in  the  principles  which 
have  been  brought  under  contest.  But  in  the  state  of  hu- 
man affairs,  we  must  not  always  be  too  scrupulous.  Some- 
thing must  be  given  up  for  peace.  A  civil  war  never  comes 
too  late.  Let  the  Americans  take  their  situation  as  it  was 
in  1763,  for  better  and  for  worse.  In  the  present  miserable 
prospect  of  things,  that  is  a  fair  and  equitable  bargain.  The 
object  of  the  act  of  Parliament  to  be  proposed  to  America 
may  be  perhaps  in  the  event  the  abolition,  but  at  present 
can  only  be  considered  as  the  first  step  to  correct  a  vice, 
which  has  spread  through  the  continent  of  North-America, 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  and  to  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  the  British  Constitution.  That  vice  is 
slavery.  It  would  be  infinitely  absurd  to  send  over  to  Ame- 
rica an  act  to  abolish  slavery  at  one  word,  because,  however 
repugnant  the  practice  may  be  to  the  laws  of  morality  or 
policy,  yet  to  expel  an  evil  which  has  spread  so  far,  and 
which  has  been  suffered  for  such  a  length  of  time,  requires 
information  of  facts  and  circumstances,  and  the  greatest  dis- 
cretion to  root  it  out ;  and,  moreover,  the  necessary  length 
of  settling  such  a  point  would  defeat  the  end  of  its  being 
proposed  as  an  act  of  compromise  to  settle  the  present 
troubles ;  therefore,  the  act  to  be  proposed  to  America  as 
an  auspicious  beginning  to  lay  the  fiist  stone  of  universal 
liberty  to  mankind,  should  be  what  no -4/nencan  could  hesi- 
tate an  instant  to  comply  with,  viz:  That  every  slave  in 
North-America  should  be  entitled  to  his  trial  by  jury  in  all 
criminal  cases.  America  cannot  refuse  to  accept  and  to 
enroll  such  an  act  as  this,  and  thereby  to  re-establish  peace 
and  harmony  with  the  parent  State.  Let  us  all  be  reunited 
in  this,  as  a  foundation  to  extirpate  slavery  from  the  face 
of  die  earth.  Let  those  who  seek  justice  and  liberty  for 
themselves,  give  that  justice  and  liberty  to  their  fellow- 
creatures.  With  respect  to  the  idea  of  putting  a  final  period 
to  slavery  in  North- America,  it  should  seem  best,  that  when 
this  country  had  led  the  way  by  the  act  for  jury,  that  each 
Colony,  knowing  their  own  peculiar  circumstances,  should 
undertake  the  work  in  the  most  practicable  way,  and  that 
they  should  endeavour  to  establish  some  system,  by  which 


slavery  should  be  in  a  certain  term  of  years  abolished.  Let 
the  only  contention  henceforward  between  Great  Britain 
and  America  be,  which  shall  exceed  the  other  in  zeal  for 
establishing  the  fundamental  rights  of  liberty  to  all  man- 
kind. 

Sir,  before  I  make  my  motions  I  will  just  give  you  a  bre- 
viate  of  them  in  the  order  in  which  I  shall  offer  them  to  the 
House.  They  speak  for  themselves.  The  first  is  for  a 
suspension  of  arms  during  the  treaty  of  pacification  ;  for  how 
can  men  deliberate  with  the  bayonet  at  the  breast  ?  How 
can  they  treat  with  freedom  while  their  towns  are  sacked, 
when  daily  instances  of  injustice  and  oppression  disturb  the 
slower  operations  of  reason  ? 

The  second  is,  to  restore  the  right  of  electing  an  Assem- 
bly and  Council  to  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay, 
whose  charter  you  have  confiscated.  As  I  wish  to  act  the 
part  of  a  mediator,  to  soften  matters  between  irritated  par- 
ties, and  not  to  require  any  concessions  that  might  even  be 
thought  too  humiliating,  I  have  been  very  cautious  in  this 
second  motion.  Tliinking,  as  I  do,  that  this  country  (I 
should  say  the  Ministry  of  this  country)  has  been  the  ag- 
gressor in  everything,  I  might  move  for  a  total  repeal  of 
the  Charter  Act;  but  instead  of  that,  I  simply  ask  for  no 
more  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  proceed  by  mutual 
concessions,  by  putting  the  proscribed  Colony  into  a  capa- 
city of  reconciliation.  Give  them  an  Assembly  and  Coun- 
cil, and  when  they  have  registered  the  act  for  jury  to  slaves, 
let  not  only  the  Charter  Act  be  ipso  facto  repealed,  but  all 
other  acts  since  1763. 

These  are  my  third  and  fourth  motions.  Let  there  be 
no  ambiguity ;  let  everything  be  definite.  When  your  au- 
thority is  replaced  as  it  was  in  1763,  let  the  Colonies  like- 
wise be  replaced  as  they  were  in  1763,  without  equivocation 
or  abatement. 

I  propose  to  you  fair  and  equitable  terms,  as  a  dispas- 
sionate mediator.  If  I  required  of  you  to  repeal  and  rescind 
every  act  unconditionally,  I  might  be  thought  a  partisan, 
and  not  a  mediator ;  but  in  everything  that  is  consistent  with 
justice  I  would  wish  most  scru})ulously  to  consult  the  dig- 
nity of  this  country.  The  part  of  a  mediator  between  a 
parent  State  and  its  Colonies,  is  to  afford  to  one  an  honour- 
able occasion  of  exerting  its  justice  arid  generosity,  and  to 
restore  to  the  other  the  wished-for  opportunity  of  evincing 
the  sincerity  of  their  professions  by  every  testimony  of  de- 
votion becoming  the  most  dutiful  subjects  and  the  most 
affectionate  Colonists.  Could  I  but  hope  that  you  would 
allow  a  plan  of  mutual  concession  and  pacification  to  pro- 
ceed thus  far,  who  would  not  run  foremost  in  an  act  of 
oblivion?  It  would  be  the  blessed  olive-branch  of  peace, 
and  a  festival  of  commemoration  to  our  latest  posterity. 

As  to  my  last  motion,  for  requisitions,  it  is  to  the  same 
intent  with  the  draft  of  a  letter  of  requisition  which  I  had  the 
honour  of  offering  to  the  House  last  year,  and  which,  if  they 
had  accepted,  (instead  of  the  noble  Lord's  compulsory  pro- 
position,) all  might  have  been  peace  now ;  for  the  Ameri- 
cans have  again  assured  his  Majesty,  in  their  Petition  which 
is  now  before  you,  that  whenever  requisitions  are  made 
in  the  accustomed  and  constitutional  way,  they  will  be 
ready  and  willing,  as  they  ever  have  been,  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes,  to  assert  and  maintain  the  interests  of  his  Ma- 
jesty and  of  their  mother  coimtry.  I  have  put  it  in  order, 
as  the  last  resolution,  to  take  away  every  idea  of  constraint, 
and  to  reinstate  the  Commons  of  America  in  the  inestima- 
ble privilege  of  freely  giving  and  granting  their  own  pro- 
perty, as  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Ireland  do, 
and  as  the  Americans  have  always  hitherto  done.  They 
never  have  been  reluctant  to  contribute  their  full  proportion 
to  the  common  defence  in  a  constitutional  way.  This,  sir, 
is  the  substance  of  my  propositions.  I  hope  the  plan  may 
be  thought  definite,  satisfactory,  and  practicable.  It  will 
be  a  test  of  sincerity  to  both  sides.  The  objects  of  the  plan 
are,  to  support  the  dignity  of  Great  Britain  as  the  parent 
State,  to  afford  redress  of  grievances  to  America,  to  restore 
peace  to  this  distracted  empire,  and  to  reunite  its  common 
interests  and  exertions  into  one  common  cause. 

He  moved — 

"  That  an  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  humbly 
setting  forth,  that  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  North-America, 
having,  in  the  most  dutiful  manner,  laid  their  grievances  be- 
fore his  Majesty,  and  having  humbly  besought  the  gracious 
interposition  of  his  Royal  authority  and  influence  to  procure 
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them  relief  from  their  afflicting  fears  and  jealousies,  and 
having,  in  the  most  earnest  terms,  declared  their  attachment 
to  his  person,  family,  and  Government,  witli  all  the  devotion 
that  principle  and  affection  can  inspire ;  and  having  solenm- 
ly  assured  his  Majesty  that,  connected  with  Great  Britain 
by  the  strongest  ties  that  can  unite  societies,  and  deploring 
every  event  that  tends  in  any  degree  to  weaken  them,  they 
not  only  most  ardently  desire  that  the  former  harmony  may 
be  restored  between  them,  but  that  a  concord  may  be  esta- 
blished upon  so  firm  a  basis  as  to  perpetuate  its  blessings, 
uninterrupted  by  any  future  dissensions,  to  succeeding  gene- 
rations in  both  countries ;  and  having  further  assured  his 
Majesty  that,  notwithstanding  their  sufferings  during  the 
course  of  the  present  controversy,  their  breasts  retain  too 
tender  a  regard  for  the  kingdom  from  which  they  derive 
their  origin,  to  request  such  a  reconciliation  as  might  in  any 
manner  be  inconsistent  with  her  dignity  or  her  welfare  ;  and 
that  the  apprehensions  which  now  oppress  their  hearts  with 
unspeakable  grief  being  once  removed,  his  Majesty  will  find 
his  faithful  subjects  in  America  ready  and  willing  at  all 
t'rmes,  as  they  ever  have  been,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
to  assert  and  maintain  the  rights  and  interests  of  his  Majes- 
ty, and  of  their  mother  country ;  and  having,  with  all  humi- 
lity, submitted  to  his  Majesty's  wise  consideration,  whether 
it  may  not  be  expedient  that  his  Majesty  be  pleased  to 
direct  some  mode  by  which  the  united  application  of  his 
Colonists  may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent  re- 
conciliation, his  faithful  Commons  humbly  beg  leave  to 
represent,  that  however  well  disposed  his  Majesty's  subjects 
in  America  may  be,  according  to  their  most  earnest  profes- 
sions, to  return  to  their  former  obedience  and  constitutional 
dependance,  yet  that  the  horrours  of  war  and  bloodshed 
raging  in  their  country  must  drive  them  to  distraction  and 
despair;  and  further,  his  faithful  Commons  beg  leave  to 
recommend  it  to  his  Majesty's  parental  consideration,  that  a 
return  to  their  duty,  of  their  own  free  mind  and  voluntary 
compliance,  would  insure  a  more  cordial  and  permanent  re- 
conciliation than  any  reluctant  submission,  which,  through 
much  bloodshed  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  could  be  enforced 
by  the  sword ;  therefore  his  faithful  Commons  most  hum- 
bly beseech  his  Majesty  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  orders  for  putting  a  stop  to  the  further  prosecution 
of  hostilities  in  America,  thereby  to  prevent  the  further  de- 
struction of  the  lives  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  to  afford 
the  wished-for  opportunity  to  his  Colonists  of  evincing  the 
sincerity  of  their  professions,  by  every  testimony  of  devotion 
becoming  the  most  dutiful  subjects,  and  the  most  affection- 
ate Colonists." 

Sir  George  Savile.  I  rise,  sir,  under  difficulties  common 
to  me,  and  to  all  who  speak  from  this  side  the  House ;  but 
then  they  are  collateral  and  adventitious  difficulties.  If 
we  urge  that  we  have  been  unjust :  we  are  answered  that 
that  matter  has  been  long  since  decided.  If  we  state  that 
nothing  is  to  be  got  even  by  victory :  we  have  the  same 
answer.  If  we  argue  that  our  measures  are  impracticable, 
and  that  success  is  beyond  our  power:  the  House  will  not 
endure  to  hear  the  power  of  this  country  called  in  question. 
He  is  a  friend  to  rebellion  who  dares  hesitate  concerning 
the  comparative  force  of  the  contending  parties.  Or,  if  I 
should  touch  on  the  topick  of  lightening  the  chains  of  slavery 
in  America,  recommended  by  ray  honourable  friend,  a  learned 
gendeman  will  perhaps  tell  me  that  I  am  not  a  Whig,  for 
that  Whigs  were  ever  fond  of  despotism.'  But  I  spoke  guard- 
edly when  I  said  that  these  were  collateral  and  adventitious 
difficulties  only  ;  for,  on  the  naked  matter  itself,  were  a  by- 
stander to  judge,  it  should  seem  that  the  harder  task  would 
be  to  point  out  or  create  the  difficulties.  For  what  is  the 
case  ?  I  ask  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
what  are  their  wishes  ?  I  am  answered,  "  Would  to  God  we 
were  in  the  situation  of  1763."  I  ask  the  Colonies :  I  am 
answered,  "Would  to  God  we  were  in  the  situation  of  1763." 
I  know  well  that  there  are  various  senses  in  which  this 
phrase  may  be  understood.  Oh  !  sir,  there  is  indeed  one 
sense  in  which,  God  knows,  we  cannot  be  restored  to  the 
situation  of  1763.  Who  will  restore  to  this  country  the 
blood  that  has  been  shed  ?  Who  will  restore  those  gallant 
men  to  their  country,  whose  lives  have  been  lavished  and 
spent,  and  misspent  in  the  fatal  contest  ?  Who  will  make 
good  to  me  my  share  in  a  Howe,  a  Clinton,  a  Burgoyne, 
whose  fate  is  now  standing  on  a  die  ?  These  sentiments, 
sir,  have  long  pressed  upon  my  mind,  but  I  did  not  feel  the 


weight  of  them  till  this  day :  four  hours  ago  I  felt  not  half 
their  force.  Men's  value  is  not  known  till  they  are  lost : 
four  hours  ago  this  country  had  a  man  ;  his  country  has  him 
no  more;  one  of  your  members,  sir.  A  member  is  perhaps 
soon  replaced.  ]3ut  where  shall  we  find  his  fellow,  who, 
having  in  his  vigour  carried  your  arms  in  glory  to  the  extent 
of  your  empire,  (that  empire  the  ocean,)  when  called  upon 
by  his  country  in  the  dregs  of  life,  with  a  constitution  worn 
down  in  your  service,  urged  on  and  goaded  his  tottering 
limbs,  with  hobbling  haste  and  feeble  alacrity,  to  climb  the 
well-known  steps  of  the  ship's  side  to  meet  your  enemy  ?  I 
trust,  sir,  the  House  will  not  think  me  guilty  of  an  uncomely 
tautology  if  I  have  said  a  word  or  two  on  a  subject  already 
touched  by  my  honourable  friend.  No,  sir ;  let  it  rather  be 
an  order  of  your  House  that  for  one  day  at  least,  while  the 
memory  and  the  gratitude  yet  remain,  none  shall  speak 
without  paying  his  just  tribute  to  that  respectable,  that  gal- 
lant, that  honest  publick  man.  But,  sir,  1  beg  your  pardon, 
and  I  return  to  state  that  1  am  constrained  to  allow,  that 
the  repealing  of  bills,  recalling  troops,  undoing  every  act,  is 
not  virtually  and  effectually  bringing  things  back  into  the 
same  situation  as  if  they  had  never  been  done ;  and  I  ac- 
knowledge, too,  that  some  test  may  now  be  wanted  on  the 
part  of  the  Colonies  to  balance  our  acts  of  generous  conci- 
liation. Shall  this  test  be  in  words?  Their  words  you 
will  not  take.  You  are  sure  they  aim  at  independence,  be- 
cause they  disavow  it.  You  are  sure  they  will  not  give  on 
requisition,  for  they  say  they  will.  Oh  !  but  you  have  bet- 
ter proofs.  You  have  a  certainty  they  will  not,  for  they  al- 
ways have.  They  have  always  done  it ;  they  have  over- 
done it.  And,  in  truth,  this  is  the  kind  of  proof  we  have 
been  used  to ;  we  are  well  broke  in,  and  we  bear  it.  The 
satisfactory  earnest  this  House  accepted  of  our  future  suc- 
cess, was,  that  we  had  hitherto  miscarried.  The  proof  that 
we  are  now  sure  to  direct  our  force  wisely  was,  that  we 
have  hitherto  blundered  most  egregiously.  The  House  has 
paid  due  regard  to  these  arguments,  and  we  have  voted  as 
we  were  desired.  We  have  adopted  the  logick,  and  the 
precedent  applies  to  the  case  before  us.  Well,  then,  it  is 
allowed,  their  words  are  not  to  be  taken.  Their  former 
loyalty  to  this  country  shall  not  pass  for  anything  but  proof 
of  their  future  disobedience.  Allowed ;  my  friend's  proposi- 
tions meet  you  then  on  that  ground.  He  looks  for  an  actual, 
fresh  test  of  living  obedience  ;  an  enrolling  a  British  act  of 
Parliament ;  to  which  I  hope  it  will  not  be  a  capital  objec- 
tion that  it  is  not  oppressive,  that  it  is  not  unreasonable, 
and  has  morality,  humanity,  and  the  rights  of  a  part  of  man- 
kind, for  its  object  and  foundation.  I  second  the  motron  of 
my  honourable  friend. 

Lord  North  said  a  few  words  relative  to  the  unseason- 
ableness  of  the  motion,  till  a  bill  of  such  vast  extent  as  the 
Prohibitory  Bill  going  through  the  House,  was  first  tiied. 

Mr.  Burke  said,  that  the  very  reason  assigned  why  the 
present  motion  should  not  be  agreed  to,  was  the  best  reason 
tor  agreeing  to  it;  for  if  the  bill,  and  the  measures  and 
principles  which  gave  birth  to  it,  had  not  made  their  way  into 
Parliament,  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  the  present  motion. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  spoke  in  favour  of  the  motion,  but 
said  he  despaired  of  success,  as  the  Ministry,  supported  by 
a  majority,  were  determined  to  push  matters  to  the  utmost 
extremity. 

Mr.  Sawhridge  said,  it  had  been  very  fashionable,  both 
within  and  without  doors,  to  stigmatize  the  Americans  as 
cowards  and  poltrons,  but  he  believed  the  truth  would  be 
found  on  the  other  side  ;  for  he  was  well  informed  that  the 
King's  troops  at  the  action  of  Bunker's  Hill  consisted  of 
two  thousand  five  hundred  men,  and  the  Provincials  not 
quite  one  thousand  five  hundred,  and  even  those  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  would  have  completely  defeated  the  King's 
troops,  if  their  ammunition  had  not  been  totally  spent. 

Lord  North  said,  he  was  but  an  indifferent  judge  of  mili- 
tary operations ;  but  by  the  best  accounts  he  could  obtain, 
the  Provincials  were  at  least  three  to  one,  and  were,  besides, 
very  strongly  intrenched.  Even  by  a  Gazette  published 
under  their'own  immediate  authority,  in  the  list  of  the  killed 
and  wounded,  it  appeared  that  nineteen  regiments  had  suf- 
fered, which  was  a  proof  that  so  many  were  present,  and 
that,  computing  them  at  five  hundred  men  a  regiment,  and 
making  the  usual  allowances,  there  could  not  be  less  than 
eight  thousand  Provincials  that  day  defending  the  lines  at 
Bunker's  Hill. 
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Govcmour  Johnstom  observed,  that  the  noble  Lord  laid 
great  stress  on  the  advantage  the  Provincials  had  gained 
over  the  King's  troops  by  being  so  well  posted,  and  defend- 
ed by  trenches  and  breastworks.  But  he  must  draw  a  very 
different  conclusion,  as  he  thought  the  assailants  had  the  ad- 
vantage; and  he  was  not  singular  in  his  opinion,  for  one  of 
the  greatest  Generals  Europe  ever  beheld  (Mai-shal  Saxc) 
had,  in  his  Reveries  on  the  Art  of  War,  expressed  himself 
of  the  same  opinion.  At  all  events,  there  was  something 
fatal  to  the  noble  Lord's  arguments  either  way,  for  either 
the  works  were  weak,  and  therefore  the  Provincials  defend- 
ed them  bravely ;  or,  being  strong,  it  showed  what  a  danger- 
ous enemy  they  must  be,  who  could  raise,  and  so  judiciously 
construct  such  works,  from  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  on  a 
summer's  evening,  till  daybreak  the  next  morning. 

Colonel  Morris  observed,  that  accounts,  he  believed, 
were  exaggerated  on  both  sides ;  for  that  by  the  best  intel- 
ligence he  was  able  to  obtain,  the  Provincials  intrenched 
on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  engaged  on  the  17th  oH  June,  were 
about  five  thousand  men,  which  was  in  the  proportion  fully 
of  two  to  one. 

The  question  being  put,  the  House  divided. 
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Tellers  for  the  yeas,  |  J[j;  ;^"^^,J,^ 

{Lord  Stanley, 
Sir  Grey  Cooper,     - 


} 
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Tellers  for  the  noes, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
•  Mr.  Hartley  then  moved.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  empower  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay to  elect  an  Assembly  and  Council,  in  the 
manner  directed  by  the  Charter  granted  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  that  Province  by  their  Majesties  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary,  bearing  date  the  seventh  day  of  October,  in  the  third 
year  of  their  reign. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

TVIr.  Hartley  then  moved.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  establish  the  right  of  Trial  by  Jury,  in  all  Criminal 
cases,  to  all  Slaves  in  North- America,  and  to  annul  all  Laws 
of  any  Province  repugnant  thereto,  and  to  require  the  re- 
gistering of  the  same  by  the  respective  Assemblies  of  each 
•  Colony  in  North- America. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Hartley  then  moved,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  establish  a  permanent  Reconciliation  between  Great 
Britain  and  its  Dependencies  in  North- America,  and  to 
restore  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  North-America  to  that 
happy  and  free  condition,  and  to  that  peace  and  prosperity, 
which  they  enjoyed  in  their  constitutional  dependance  on 
Great  Britain  before  the  present  unhappy  troubles. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Hartley  then  moved.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  for  a  free  Pardon,  Indemnity,  and  Oblivion. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Hartley  then  moved.  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty,  to  lay  the  opinion  of  this  House  before 
his  Majesty,  that  it  may  be  proper  when  the  present  un- 
happy disputes  in  North-America  shall  be  bi-ought  to  an 
amicable  termination,  that  his  Majesty  should  be  graciously 
pleased  to  give  orders  that  letters  of  requisition  be  written  in 
the  accustomed  manner  to  the  several  Provinces  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America,  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  purpose  of  protecting,  defending,  and  securing, 
the  said  Colonies  and  Plantations. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 

Thursday,  February  15,  1776. 
Mr.  T.  Townshend  spoke  fully  upon  the  privileges  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  He  maintained  that  the  only  tme 
substantial  meaning  or  idea  those  privileges  conveyed  was, 
that  they  were  the  indubitable  right  of  all  the  Commons  of 
Eiiglajul,  who  had  one  general  interest  in  them.  That,  to 
be  sure,  in  a  more  confined  sense,  they  were  particularly 
applied  first  to  that  House,  as  a  deliberative  body,  and  one 
of  the  branches  of  the  Legislature ;  secondly,  to  the  indi- 
vidual members  who  composed  that  body.  He  did  not 
intend  to  make  them,  however,  the  subject  of  this  day's 
business;  they  were  but  of  inferior  consequence  when  op- 
posed to  that  great  privilege,  the  power  of  granting  money, 


or  keeping  the  purse  of  their  constituents  safe  from  the 
hands  of  violence,  art,  or  fraud.  This  was  a  trust  of  the 
first  magnitude  ;  it,  in  fact,  included  every  other;  for  so  long 
as  that  was  preserved  inviolate,  the  Crown  would  remain 
under  the  constitutional  control  of  Parliament ;  so  soon  as 
that  was  wrested  by  open  force,  defeated  by  indirect  means, 
or  done  away  by  fraud,  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
people  would  be  forever  annihilated.  He  expatiated  on  the 
commendable,  wise,  and  well-founded  jealousy  of  that  House 
whenever  the  least  attempt  had  been  made  in  that  way  even 
by  the  other  House ;  but  when  any  endeavours  were  made 
by  the  Crown,  or  its  Ministerial  agents,  the  Commons  at 
all  times  caught  the  alarm ;  they  had  at  all  times  uniformly 
united,  as  if  they  were  actuated  by  one  soul,  to  resist  any 
attempt  of  the  Crown  to  encroach  upon  their  power  of 
granting  or  refusing  the  money  to  be  raised  on  themselves 
or  their  constituents.  He  then  opened  the  cause  which 
induced  him  to  make  these  observations,  and  read  the  fol- 
lowing Papers: 

"  Message  to  the  Ibish  House  of  Commons. 

"Jovis.JVor.  23, 1774. 

"  Harcourt. — I  have  his  Majesty's  command  to  acquaint 
you  that  the  situation  of  affairs  in  part  of  his  American  do- 
minions is  such  as  makes  it  necessary,  for  the  honour  and 
safety  of  the  British  empire,  and  for  the  support  of  his 
Majesty's  just  rights,  to  desire  the  concurrence  of  his  faithful 
Parliament  of  Ireland  in  sending  out  of  this  kingdom  a 
force  not  exceeding  four  thousand  men,  part  of  the  number 
of  troops  upon  this  establishment,  appointed  to  remain  in 
tiiis  kingdom  (or  its  defence  ;  and  to  declare  to  you  his  Ma- 
jesty's most  gracious  intentions,  that  such  part  of  his  army 
as  shall  be  spared  out  of  this  kingdom,  to  answer  the  present 
exigency  of  affairs,  is  not  to  continue  a  charge  upon  this 
establishment  so  long  as  they  shall  remain  out  of  the  king- 
dom. I  am  further  commanded  to  inform  you  that,  as  his 
Majesty  has  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  security  and 
protection  of  his  people  o[  Ireland,  il  is  his  intention,  if  it  be 
the  desire  of  Parliament,  to  replace  such  forces  as  may  be 
sent  out  of  this  kingdom,  by  an  equal  number  of  foreign 
Protestant  troops,  as  soon  as  his  Majesty  shall  be  enabled 
so  to  do ;  the  charge  of  such  troops  to  be  defrayed  without 
any  expense  to  this  kingdom." 

"  Extract  from  the  Address  of  Knights,  fyc,  to  Lord  Har- 
court. 

"That  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  return  his 
Majesty  our  most  grateful  thanks  for  his  gracious  declara- 
tion, than  his  Majesty  had  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the 
security  and  protection  of  his  people  of  Ireland,  of  which 
his  Majesty  has  given  a  signal  proof,  by  his  offer,  if  it  shall 
be  the  desire  of  Parliament,  to  replace  such  forces  as  may 
be  sent  out  of  this  kingdom,  by  an  equal  number  of  foreign 
Protestant  troops,  the  charge  thereof  to  be  defrayed  without 
any  expense  to  this  kingdom." 

"  Extract  from  the  Votes  of  the  House  of  Commons  o/ Ire- 
land. 

"  An  amendment  was  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  reso- 
lution, by  inserting,  after  the  word  '  Resolved,'  the  fol- 
lowing words,  viz :  '  That  having,  in  consequence  of  his 
Majesty's  gracious  recommendation,  and  of  our  mature  con- 
sideration of  the  state  of  this  country,  repeatedly  declared 
our  opinion  that  twelve  thousand  men  are  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  this  kingdom ;  being  sensible  that  it  would  be  a 
violation  of  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  should  we  have  sub- 
jected our  constituents  to  a  very  heavy  expense,  in  times  of 
perfect  tranquillity,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  force, 
which  we  are  to  part  with  in  the  times  of  danger ;  and  being 
convinced  that  since  the  time  at  which  we  fii-st  declared 
twelve  thousand  men  to  be  necessary,  the  probability  of  a 
war  has  increased,  and  not  diminished.' " 

"  Mr.  Speaker's  Sj)eech  to  his  Excellency  Simon  Earl  of 
Hakcourt. 

«  LuSjE,  25  Die  Decembria,  1775. 

"  May  it  please  your  Excellency  :  The  conduct  of 
the  Commons,  in  the  course  of  this  session,  has  marked  more 
strongly,  if  possible,  than  in  any  former  period,  their  loyalty, 
duty,  and  affection  to  his  Majesty,  and  their  zeal  for  the 
interest  and  honour  of  Great  Britain.  At  the  hazard  of 
their  own  safety,  they  have  consented  to  part  with  one- 
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third  of  the  forces  deemed  necessary  to  be  maintained  at  all 
times  within  this  kingdom  for  its  defence,  in  a  season  when 
powerful  reasons  existed  for  retaining  them,  without  putting 
Great  Britain  to  the  expense  of  replacing  them,  though 
generously  offered ;  and  they  have  cheerfully  granted  to  his 
Majesty  a  very  considerable  supply,  in  addition  to  all  former 
duties,  though  the  liberality  of  the  last  session  served  only 
to  expose  the  weakness  of  their  resources.  This  disposition 
in  the  Commons,  they  doubt  not,  your  Excellency  will  im- 
prove to  their  advantage ;  and  they  trust  tiiat,  through  your 
Excellency's  favourable  representation,  it  will  serve  to  unite 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  still  closer  bonds  of  mutual 
affection,  so  necessary  to  the  security  and  prosperity  of  both. 
They  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  your  Excellency's  gene- 
rous efforts  to  oi>en  to  them  new  sources  of  commerce,  and 
to  remove  some  restraints  upon  the  old  ;  they  see  with  joy  a 
beam  of  light  break  through  that  dark  cloud  which  has  so 
long  overshadowed  this  nation  ;  and  they  are  animated  with 
the  hope  that  the  honour  is  reserved  (or  your  Excellency's 
Administration  of  establishing  this  important  truth,  that  no- 
thing will  contribute  more*  to  augment  the  strength  and 
wealth  of  Great  Britain  than  the  increase  of  both  in  this 
kingdom." 

Having  read  these  Papers,  he  said  the  Message  contained 
two  propositions,  by  both  which  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  were  pledged  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  if  it 
should  accept  the  conditions  held  forth  by  this  Message,  to 
pay  for  the  troops  to  be  sent  to  America,  and  to  replace 
them  with  four  thousand  foreign  Protestants.  And  further  to 
induce  the  Irish  nation  to  accept  of  this  insidious  bargain, 
she  was  to  have  twelve  thousand  men  within  the  kingdom, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  be  relieved  of  a  burden  of  eighty 
thousand  pounds  per  annum.  Such  a  proposition  could 
only  have  originated  in  the  worst  designs,  or  must  have  been 
the  effect  of  the  most  consummate  folly.  For  what  was  the 
whole  measure  taken  together  ?  The  Minister  on  this  or  the 
other  side  of  the  water,  no  matter  which,  makes  the  King 
engage  his  royal  word  that  the  expense  shall  be  borne  by 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain ;  but,  adding  folly  to  teme- 
rity, makes  him  promise  that  Great  Britain  shall  pay  for 
eight  thousand  men,  though,  if  the  bargain  was  accepted, 
she  would  actually  have  but  four  thousand  men  in  her  ser- 
vice. After  thus  stating,  in  his  opinion,  the  meaning  of  the 
words,  he  proceeded  to  show  that  they  were  received  in  this 
sense  by  the  Irish  Parliament,  though  neither  of  the  offers 
were  received  in  the  terms  proposed,  and  quoted  the  Speak- 
er's speech,  delivered  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  on 
the  25th  December,  1775,  in  which  he  offers,  in  the  name 
of  the  Commons,  to  send  the  four  thousand  natives  out  of 
the  kingdom  without  putting  Great  Britain  to  the  expense 
of  replacing  them,  though  generously  offered.  He  then 
stated  the  complaint  in  the  following  words: 

"  That  the  Earl  Harcourt,  Lord-Lieutenant  General  and 
General  Governour  of  Ireland,  did,  on  the  23d  day  o{  No- 
vember last,  in  breach  of  the  privilege,  and  in  derogation 
of  the  honour  and  authority  of  this  House,  send  a  written 
Message  to  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland,  signed  with  his  own  hand,  to  the  following  effect : 

" '  That  he  had  his  Majesty's  command  to  acquaint  that 
House,  that  the  situation  of  affiiirs  in  jiart  of  his  Majesty's 
American  dominions  was  such  as  to  make  it  necessary  for 
the  honour  and  safety  of  the  British  empire,  and  for  the 
sujjport  of  his  Majesty's  just  rights,  to  desire  the  concurrence 
of  his  faithful  Parliament  of  Ireland  in  sending  out  of  that 
kingdom  a  force  not  exceeding  four  thousand  men,  part  of 
the  number  of  troops  upon  that  establishment  appointed  to 
remain  in  that  kingdom  for  its  defence ;  and  to  declare  to 
them  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  intention  that  such  part 
of  his  army  as  shall  be  spared  out  of  that  kingdom,  to  an- 
swer the  present  exigency  of  affairs,  is  not  to  be  continued 
a  charge  upon  that  establishment  so  long  as  they  shall  re- 
main out  of  that  kingdom. 

" '  And  that  he  was  further  commanded  to  inform  that 
House  that,  as  his  Majesty  has  nothing  more  at  heart  than 
the  security  and  protection  of  his  people  of  Ireland,  it  is  his 
intention,  if  it  shall  be  the  desire  of  that  Pariiament,  to  re- 
place such  forces  as  may  be  sent  out  of  that  kingdom  by 
an  equal  number  of  foreign  Protestant  titxjps,  as  soon  as 
his  Majesty  shall  be  enabled  so  to  do;  the  charge  of  such 
troops  to  be  defrayed  without  any  expense  to  that  king- 
dom.' " 

Fourth  Semes. — Vol.  vi.  17 


Mr.  Townshend  then  moved.  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  matter  of  the  said  complaint, 
and  to  report  the  same,  as  it  shall  appear  to  them,  to  the 
House. 

Sir  George  Yonge  seconded  the  motion. 

Lord  Clare  said  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  made 
the  motion  had  been  lavish  of  his  encomiums  on  Ireland,  but 
did  not  offer  a  syllable  in  behalf  of  {)oor  Britain.  Ireland 
retained  a  proper  sense  of  freedom ;  she  would  not  admit 
foreigners,  even  with  the  consent  of  Parliament ;  her  princi- 
ples were  sound ;  her  manners  pure ;  her  Councils  uncon- 
taminated  ;  while  poor,  degenerate  Britain,  was  fallen  from 
her  former  greatness,  and  was  sunk  into  the  lowest  extreme 
of  corruption,  folly,  and  want  of  sjjirit.  Yet  while  he  was 
proud  to  hear  his  country  so  highly  extolled,  he  could  not 
help  lamenting  that  fallen  Britain  had  not  one  friend  to 
stand  forth  in  her  defence.  His  Lordship,  having  continued 
his  vein  of  irony  and  humour  for  a  while,  commented  upon 
the  two  propositions.  The  offer  of  sending  foreigners,  and 
of  defraying  the  expense,  signified  nothing;  no  such  offer  or 
promise  was  intended  ;  it  was  all  the  idle  reveries  of  a  gen- 
tleman whom,  for  the  familiarity  of  expression,  he  would 
call  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Edmund  Sexton  Perry.  He  knew 
Mr.  Perry  very  well,  and  he  knew  him  to  be  a  good  sort  of 
a  considerate,  honest,  sensible  man ;  but  however  sensible 
Mr.  Perry  might  be,  the  House  was  not  bound  by  his  inter- 
pretations. The  honourable  mover  said  that  Mr.  Perry  went 
to  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  delivered  a  certain 
speech,  and  that  the  I^ord-Lieutenant  acquiesced  in  that  in- 
terpretation of  the  message,  because  he  did  not  contradict  it. 
Would  he  have  Lord  Harcourt  rise  and  come  to  Mr.  Perry 
to  the  bar,  and  contradict  him  by  teUing  him  he  never  meant 
any  such  thing  ?  I  dare  say  he  would  hardly  be  so  unrea- 
sonable. I  have,  indeed,  heard  it  asserted  by  some  of  my 
countrymen,  that  they  spoke  better  English  than  the  people 
of  this  country.  It  may  be  so,  but  it  is  the  fii-st  time  I  ever 
heard  it  asserted  that  they  understand  it  better.  I  presume 
that  Mr.  Perry  thought  he  undei-stood  the  message  ;  but  I 
will  not  allow  that  either  Lord  Harcourt  or  this  House  are 
bound  to  abide  by  his  interpretation  ;  neither  can  I  be  per- 
suaded that  the  House  of  Commons  of  Ireland  are  any  more 
bound  than  we  are  by  his  conceptions.  For,  what  does  the 
whole  amount  to?  Mr.  Perry,  in  his  individual  capacity, 
says  so  and  so.  What  is  that  to  the  House  of  Commons  ? 
He  is  Speaker,  it  is  ti-ue,  but  what  he  does  out  of  the  House, 
when  he  is  not  instructed,  is  no  more  the  act  of  that  House 
than  if  it  had  been  done  by  any  other  person. 

Mr.  Conolly  said  that  he  was  an  Irishman  as  well  as  the 
noble  Lord,  and  as  Ireland  was  to  be  the  subject  of  that 
day,  in  the  cocking  phrase,  he  was  ready  to  pit  himself 
ao-ainst  him.  He  was  not  surprised  that  the  noble  Lord 
was  in  such  extreme  good  humour  with  Ministers  on  both 
sides  of  the  water,  as  his  I^ordship  and  three  others  who 
enjoyed  sinecure  employments  had  a  present  made  them  in 
one  day  of  fourteen  thousand  pounds,  (meaning  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  Vice-Treasurers,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Pells ;) 
and  lest  a  possibility  should  arise  of  any  defalcation  of  their 
salaries,  Pariiament  was  so  good-humoured,  while  they  in- 
creased the  salary,  to  take  upon  themselves  to  provide  pay- 
ment out  of  the  publick  purse  for  deputies,  who  were  to  do 
the  duty.  It  was,  therefore,  no  wonder  that  his  Lordship 
and  his  colleagues  should  be  merry,  while  Ireland  continued 
to  be  sad,  to  see  the  salaries  of  sinecure  places  raised,  while 
she  was  mortgaging  her  funds,  laying  on  new  duties,  and 
providing  fof  deficiencies  of  grants.  He  gave  a  picture  of 
Ireland :  an  exhausted  treasury,  ruined  trade,  starving  manu- 
facturers, accumulating  pensions,  new  created  places.  State 
oppressions,  daily  executions,  a  ruined,  mouldering  army, 
increasing  debts,  castle  jobs,  bands  of  lawless  niffians  in 
defiance  of  law,  and  beyond  the  power  of  punishment ;  in 
short,  every  publick  evil  and  private  mischief  that  ever  was 
on  earth  to  curse  and  debase  mankind.  He  did  not  rise  to 
the  question  simply  stated.  Whether  the  message  was  really 
a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Commons  of  England,  but 
principally  to  give  an  account  of  what  passed  in  the  Irish 
House  of  Commons  when  Sir  John  Blaquiere  brought  the 
messai^e  from  the  Lord-Lieutenant.  That  House  refused 
the  offtjr  upon  two  principles :  first,  because  they  thought 
the  introduction  of  foreign  troops  an  unconstitutional  and 
dant^erous  measure;  and  secondly,  because  it  was  thought 
that" the  Ministry  had  no  mind  that  they  should  have  them, 


259        MR.  TOWNSHEND'S  MOTION  ON  A  MESSAGE  TO  THE  IRISH  PARLIAMENT.        260 


for  Sir  John  himself  voted  against  them.  He  said  Ireland 
was  quite  defenceless,  that  the  twelve  thousand  nominal 
men  was  only  ten  thousand  eight  hundred,  out  of  which 
four  thousand  were  to  he  sent  away ;  that  the  White-hoys 
were  governours  of  ail  the  South  of  Ireland,  where  four- 
fifths  of  the  people  were  CathoUcks  ;  that  no  private  gentle- 
man could  he  sure  of  his  life,  sitting  there  in  his  own  house, 
for  one  half  hour;  that  more  troops  were  really  wanting,  in- 
stead of  taking  those  away  they  had  already ;  that  men  had 
their  ears  sawn  off,  and  others  were  buried  alive,  to  the  dis- 
grace of  Government,  that  could  not  or  would  not  protect  the 
jieople ;  that  the  peasantry  were  in  such  a  state  of  poverty 
that  no  revolution  or  change  of  situation  could  possibly  be 
to  them  for  the  worse. 

Mr.  Wdbore  Ellis  said  the  meaning  of  the  message  had 
been  mistaken  ;  that  taking  the  expressions  in  any  light,  no 
breach  of  privilege  could  be  deduced  from  them.  He  called 
to  the  remembrance  of  the  House,  that  in  1769,  when  the 
Irish  establishment  was  raised  from  twelve  thousand  to  fif- 
teen thousand  men,  his  Majesty  passed  a  royal  personal 
promise  to  the  Irish  Parliament  that  there  never  should  be 
less  than  twelve  thousand  men  in  Ireland,  except  in  case  of 
actual  invasion  or  rebellion  in  Great  Britain.  Now  the 
Earl  o{  Harcouri^s  message,  he  contended,  had  reference  to 
this  promise.  As  the  present  want  of  troops  was  not  within 
those  exceptions,  it  certainly  was  his  Majesty's  first  business 
to  be  absolved  from  that  promise  by  the  parties  to  whom  it 
was  made ;  but  if  he  had  applied  fii-st  to  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain,  it  must  have  been  for  their  approbation  of  a 
measure  in  direct  breach  of  his  promise  to  Ireland.  He 
compared  it  to  the  King's  proposing  military  establishments 
to  the  House ;  the  King  does  the  whole  by  his  prerogative, 
and  leaves  nothing  to  the  House  of  Commons  but  to  vote 
the  money.  Is  not  this  engaging  for  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment? Yet  all  the  world  knows  that  the  House  may  ob- 
ject to  them,  and,  consequently,  that  they  cannot  be  effec- 
tive without  their  consent. 

Mr.  Gordon  thought  the  first  part  of  the  message  was 
agreeable  to  the  sense  now  put  on  it  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  spoke  last;  but  the  other  part  seemed  a 
litde  obscure  at  first  sight :  yet  it  might  be  concluded  that, 
as  a  measure  of  Government,  it  could  never  be  in  the  idea 
of  the  Minister  to  make  such  an  attempt,  in  express  contra- 
diction to  the  Disbanding  Act  of  King  William.  It  was, 
in  his  opinion,  a  fair  inference  to  say  tbat  the  expression 
"  enabled  so  to  do  "  meant  the  previous  consent  of  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament.  If  he  thought  Administration  had  any 
other  intention  in  view,  no  man  would  be  more  ready  to 
join  in  a  vote  of  disapprobation  and  censure.  He  con- 
demned the  conduct  of  the  Minister  respecting  the  Indem- 
nity Bill,  and  disapproved  of  introducing  foreigners  into  the 
dominions  of  Great  Britain  without  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  Powys  had  little  doubt  that  the  message  under  con- 
sideration meant  more  than  it  expressed,  and  was  intended  as 
an  experiment  to  try  if  the  Irish  Parliament  would  consent 
to  receive  foreign  troops,  in  order  to  establish  a  precedent 
which  might  be  afterwards  employed  to  other  purposes. 

Viscount  Middleton  said  he  had  a  fortune  in  both  king- 
doms, but  had  no  predilection  for  either  in  a  political  light, 
because  he  looked  upon  their  interests  to  be  mutual ;  but 
whatever  other  gentlemen  might  tliink  of  the  message,  of 
the  true  import  of  which  it  was  impossible  there  could  be  a 
second  opinion,  he  had  not  a  doubt  but  it  aimed  at  one  fixed 
object,  that  was,  to  habituate  both  countries  to  certain  no- 
tions which  must,  in  the  end,  reduce  the  Parliament  of  each 
to  be  the  mere  instrument  of  the  Crown,  without  the  least  de- 
gree of  will  or  independence  whatever.  It  was  a  scheme, 
however  deep,  formed,  nevertheless,  on  very  simple  prin-' 
ciples,  and  went  directly  to  vest  in  the  Crown  the  virtual 
power  of  taxing,  as  opportunity  might  serve,  both  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  In  Ireland,  the  Minister  was  taught 
to  ask  some  favour ;  then  England  was  to  be  pledged. 
In  England,  again,  when  circumstances  recurred,  or  made 
it  impracticable,  Ireland  was  to  be  taxed  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  supremacy  of  the  British  Legislature. 

Mr.  Dunning  divided  the  message  into  two  parts.  On  the 
first,  he  observed  that  it  contained  no  condition  implied  or  ex- 
pressed. It  was  his  Majesty's  intention  as  immediately  pro- 
ceeding from  his  own  mind,  declared  in  the  most  positive  terms 
the  English  language  is  capable  of  conveying,  to  pay  for  the 


four  thousand  men  if  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  should 
choose  to  consent  or  accept  of  the  terms.  It  was  impossi- 
ble, in  the  nature  of  things,  that  any  man  possessed  of  any- 
thing he  could  properly  call  his  own,  or  binding  himself  to 
the  execution  of  any  act  within  his  power,  could  promise  in 
terms  more  clear,  positive,  or  unequivocal,  than  those  in 
which  this  part  of  tiie  message  was  conceived.  To  get 
clear  of  this,  he  said,  two  modes  had  been  adopted,  both 
with  equal  bad  success.  One  of  those  was  a  naked  con- 
tradiction to  the  obvious  sense  of  the  words ;  but  such  an 
unsupported  denial  was  abandoned  in  the  very  instant  it 
was  urged ;  for  the  noble  Lord  [  Clare]  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  [Mr.  Ellis]  who  asserted  at  random,  being  con- 
scious that  it  was  but  a  random  assertion,  endeavoured  to 
explain  it  by  saying  that  the  affair  was  conducted  precisely 
in  the  manner  of  a  subsidiary  treaty.  This,  he  said,  was  still 
worse,  for  no  argument  was  better  than  a  bad  one.  It  was 
well  known  that  the  King,  when  treating  with  foreigners, 
represented  the  State,  which  never  could  he  the  case  when 
treating  with  one  part  of  bis  soibjects,  and  engaging  for 
another ;  besides,  the  consequences,  had  the  offer  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  Irish  Parliament,  would  have  clearly  shown 
the  difference,  and  established  the  distinction  beyond  all 
question.  The  troops,  if  the  season  of  the  year  had  per- 
muted, might  be  now  in  America ;  the  foreigners  might  be 
landed  in  Ireland;  Great  Britain  was  pledged  ;  the  cause  in 
which  the  troops  were  to  be  employed,  and  the  necessary 
arrangements  by  which  the  measure  was  to  be  brought 
about,  is  a  favourite  one  ;  so  that  the  whole  business  might 
be  effected  by  his  Majesty's  bare  intention,  as  completely 
without  as  with  the  consent  of  the  British  Parliament. 
The  second  part  of  the  message,  he  insisted,  was  clear  and 
explicit.  The  offer  was  to  replace  the  four  thousand  troops 
by  an  equal  number  of  foreign  Protestants,  "if  it  be  the  de- 
sire of  Parliament."  Here,  again,  was  clear  intention,  and 
offer  expressed,  with  the  condition  annexed,  that  was,  "if  it 
be  the  desire,"  &;c.  By  every  rule  of  legal  construction  or 
common  sense,  if  there  he  an  undertaking  accompanied  by 
a  condition,  if  the  condition  be  accepted  by  the  party  to 
whom  it  is  proposed,  the  bargain  is  from  that  instant  com- 
plete, and  mutually  binding  on  both  parties.  If,  then,  the 
proposition  was  a  positive  one,  and  it  had  been  accepted,  it 
only  remained  to  discover  whether  or  not  it  was  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain  whose  word  was  thus  pledged  with- 
out being  consulted.  This,  he  presumed,  would  require 
very  little  proof.  No  man  would  say  that  Hanover  was  to 
bear  the  burden.  He  could  less  think  that  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's new  allies  were  to  do  so,  however  zealous  they  might 
be  for  chastising  his  rebellious  subjects  in  America.  The 
civil  list,  he  suspected,  was  still  less  equal  to  afford  so  heavy 
a  disbursement.  Where,  then,  could  the  necessary  means 
of  paying  so  large  a  body  of  men  be  obtained,  but  from  the 
British  Parliament  ?  He  understood  this  famous  message 
had  been  disavowed  by  the  Minister  and  his  friends  on  this 
side  of  the  water.  He  presumed  the  Minister  on  the  other 
side  did  not  venture  to  do  it  entirely  on  his  own  judgment. 
This  excited  his  curiosity  to  know  where  it  originated.  It 
would  be  a  sufficient  answer  if  the  Minister  either  here  or 
in  Ireland  owned  it.  If  neither  did,  and  the  advice  came 
from  another  quarter,  he  should  be  glad  to  know,  because 
in  such  an  event,  more  particularly,  it  would  be  the  duty,  as 
it  ought  to  be  the  wish,  of  this  House  to  sift  the  matter  to  the 
bottom,  in  order  to  come  at  the  real  author  or  authors. 

Lord  North  gave  a  narrative  of  the  increase  of  the  estab- 
lishment, which  took  place  in  Ireland  in  1769,  and  of  his 
Majesty's  promise  to  his  Irish  Parliament,  that  twelve  thou- 
sand men  should  always  remain  within  tbat  kingdom,  ex- 
cept in  the  event  of  a  rebellion  in  this.  He  said  the  royal 
promise,  though  binding  on  his  Majesty,  was  not  law ;  there- 
fore sending  the  troops  out  of  the  kingdom  to  the  amount 
of  any  number  was  perfecdy  legal.  His  Lordship  said  he 
would  not  answer  the  general  question  put  to  him  by  the 
last  honourable  gentleman;  not  choosing  to  gratify  mere 
curiosity  at  the  expense  of  betraying  the  secrets  of  the 
Cabinet.  He  avowed  the  having  co-operated  with  the  rest 
of  the  King's  servants  in  giving  general  instructions  ;  but 
would  not  charge  his  memory  with  having  any  immediate 
hand  in  drawing  up  the  particular  letter  or  paper  on  which 
the  present  measure  was  supposed  to  be  taken.  He  thought 
it  was  perfectly  justifiable,  and  was  willing  to  share  in  the 
consequences.     Yet  he  could  not  see  how  it  was  fair  in 
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argument  to  charge  Administration  here  with  specifick 
measures  taken  in  Ireland;  nor  could  he  conceive,  either 
positively  or  by  implication,  that  he  or  his  colleagues  in 
office  were  bound  in  any  manner  by  what  passed  in  another 
kingdom.  To  some  allusions  made  by  Mr.  Dumiitig  and 
Mr.  Gordon  relative  to  the  Hanoverians  being  sent  to  Gib- 
raltar and  Minorca,  and  the  fate  of  the  Indemnity  Bill,  he 
replied,  he  thought  the  measure  perfectly  legal,  and  was 
ready  to  meet  his  adversaries  on  that  ground  whenever  they 
thought  fit.  He  gave  a  history  of  the  Indemnity  Bill,  and, 
in  a  humorous  way,  proved  that  it  was  thrown  out  by  a 
noble  Marquis  [of  Rockingham]  in  the  other  House. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  rose  to  give  his  attestation  of  the 
personal  worth  of  Lord  Harcourt.  He  observed  that  his 
Lordship  had  been  little  acquainted  with  publick  business 
till  his  late  appointment ;  therefore,  if  it  was  his  own  mea- 
sure, he  was  much  the  more  excusable ;  but  he  believed  it 
was  not.  However,  if  it  was  not,  as  the  Irish  nation  had 
been  too  wise  and  too  spirited  to  accept  of  one  part  of  the 
proposal,  and  as  Ministers,  whatever  they  might  affect  to 
the  contrary,  had  not  dared  to  send  a  single  man  out  of 
Ireland^  on  such  an  authority,  the  matter  hardly  deserved 
the  time  and  attention  some  gentlemen  seemed  willing  to 
bestow  on  it.  The  people  of  Ireland  had  already  done  half 
the  business,  by  refusing  the  offer ;  the  Ministry  had,  in  fact, 
done  the  other  half  from  their  own  fear ;  so  that,  on  the 
whole,  he  did  not  desire  to  send  the  matter  to  a  Committee, 
but  wished  to  come  to  some  decisive  resolution  which  would 
condemn  the  whole  transaction,  without  any  particular  refe- 
rence or  application  to  those  who  might  be  supposed  to  have 
fii-st  planned,  or  endeavoured  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

Lord  George  Germaine  contended  that  whatever  might 
have  been  the  sense  of  the  message,  his  Majesty's  servants 
could  not  be  supposed  to  be  strictly  answerable  for  its  con- 
tents. He  said  that  Lord  Harcourt  might  have  mistaken, 
or  exceeded  his  instructions.  But  whether  he  did  or  did 
not,  the  fii-st  part  of  the  message  only  proposed  a  matter  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  clearly  and  legally 
within  the  constitutional  exercise  of  the  regal  power.  If  his 
Majesty  had  not  given  his  royal  promise  to  keep  twelve 
thousand  men  within  the  kingdom,  he  might  have  ordered 
the  whole  of  the  troops  on  that  establishment  to  any  part  of 
the  British  dominions  he  pleased,  without  applying  to  the 
Parliament  of  either  kingdom.  He  had  heard  a  great  deal 
of  what  passed  in  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  Ire- 
land, but  he  could  not  perceive  what  direct  relation  it  bore 
to  what  was  now  under  consideration.  The  efficient  Minis- 
ter, as  he  was  called,  was  likewise  much  spoken  of.  Sir 
John  Blaquiere  said  this,  and  Sir  John  Blaquiere  said  that ; 
but,  for  his  part,  what  Sir  John  Blaquiere  said  one  way  or 
the  other  was  of  no  great  consequence.  He  knew  a  Sir 
John  Blaquiere,  and  had  been  in  conversation  with  him, 
but  in  what  way  what  he  said  could  be  made  a  ground  of 
censure  on  a  British  Ministry  was  more  than  he  could  re- 
concile to  the  relation  they  really  stood  in  to  each  other,  if 
they  stood  in  any.  He  confessed  the  measure  of  paying  for 
eight  thousand  men  when  we  were  to  have  the  service  of 
but  four  thousand  was  extremely  uneconomical  and  impro- 
per ;  yet  if  four  thousand  men  could  be  had  upon  no  better 
terms,  and  it  was  supposed  it  might  be  more  proper  to  send 
natives  than  foreigners  to  America,  the  measure  on  that 
account,  and  that  alone,  might  be  defended. 

Lord  Irnham.  As  I  am  just  returned  from  Ireland,  where 
I  have  attended  closely  to  the  proceedings  of  that  Parlia- 
ment, it  may  be  expected  from  me  to  say  something  on  the 
present  question.  1  shall  therefore  endeavour  to  show  the 
House  whether  the  honourable  gentleman,  [Mr.  Conolly,]  a 
member  of  that  Parliament  as  well  as  of  this,  has  given  you 
a  tme  account  of  the  conduct  of  Government  there  relative 
to  the  matter  now  before  you  ;  or  whether  the  representation 
of  it  by  the  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  motion  ought  most 
to  be  relied  on.  The  doubt  to  be  cleared  up  is.  What  was 
really  the  meaning  of  Government  there  in  the  message  sent 
to  both  Houses?  The  words  of  the  message  have  been 
already  read  to  you,  and  it  has  been  very  ingeniously,  though 
somewhat  variously  explained  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  Trea- 
sury Bench  ;  but  the  Lord-Lieutenant's  Secretary  (who  is 
always  considered  as  the  Minister  in  the  Irish  House  of 
Commons)  clearly  expressed  and  interpreted  the  meaning 
of  it ;  which  was,  that  the  Irish  Parliament  should  consent 
to  the  introducing  into  that  country  four  thousand  foreign 


Protestants,  (Ilessiaiis  and  Brtinsivickers.)  to  be  paid  by 
Great  Britain;  in  consideration  of  which,  they  should  as- 
sure his  Majesty  of  their  readiness  to  spare  four  thousand 
men  of  the  troops  on  the  Irish  establishment  for  the  service 
in  America,  to  be  likewise  paid  by  Great  Britain ;  and  it 
was  expatiated  upon  by  him,  and  all  those  who  spoke  on 
the  side  of  Government,  how  advantageous  such  an  offer 
must  be,  which  provided  equally  for  the  safety  of  Ireland  as 
if  their  own  troops  had  remained  in  it,  and  would,  more- 
over, bring  eighty  thousand  pounds  into  that  kingdom.  The 
speech  was  answered  by  addresses  from  both  Htjuses,  return- 
ing thanks  for  the  offer,  but  refusing  the  introduction  of 
foreign  troops;  proving  that  they  chose  to  defend  their 
country,  even  in  its  present  precarious  situation,  by  the 
exertion  of  their  own  efforts,  rather  than  adopt  so  unconsti- 
tutional a  measure;  but  at  the  same  time  they  consented, 
by  address,  to  send  to  America  the  four  thousand  additional 
troops  requested  of  them;  both  Houses  understanding,  how- 
ever, that  an  act  should  be  passed  to  legalize  the  ternis  of 
the  said  address,  as  the  Crown  had  precluded  itself,  by  act 
of  Parliament,  from  the  power  of  sending  more  than  about 
three  thousand  one  hundred  men  out  of  that  kingdom, 
which  number  it  had  already  exceeded.  A  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly brought  in,  wherein  were  inserted  two  clauses 
calculated  to  effect  that  purpose ;  but,  to  the  astonishment 
of  the  publick,  those  clauses  were  thrown  out  in  England, 
and  an  act  was  again  passed  barring  the  Crown  from  the 
power  of  sending  any  more  troops  abroad  than  would  leave 
twelve  thousand  men  on  that  establishment  for  the  defence 
of  Ireland,  and,  consequently,  the  effect  of  the  addresses  of 
both  Houses  was  thereby  destroyed,  whilst  at  that  very  time 
Government  declared  its  resolution  to  send  those  four  thou- 
sand men  to  America,  in  conformity  to  the  addresses  of  both 
Houses,  and  signified  that  they  did  not  consider  the  Crown 
as  bound  by  the  act  to  which  the  Royal  assent  had  just  been 
given  to  keep  twelve  thousand  men  in  that  kingdom,  under 
pretence  of  its  not  being  in  the  enacting  part,  though  in  the 
preamble  of  the  act ;  but  whoever  reads  it  will  find  that 
compact  not  only  in  the  preamble,  but  also  so  strictly  tied 
to  that  part  of  the  act  which  grants  the  subsidy,  (being 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds.)  that,  if  the 
Crown  is  not  bound  thereby,  above  two-thirds  of  the  con- 
cessions from  the  Crown  to  the  subject  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment since  Magna  Charta  will  fall  to  the  ground,  and  the 
Crown  has  forfeited  its  right  to  those  subsidies.  I  remem- 
ber, upon  this  being  hinted  at  by  some  members  of  the  Irish 
Parliament,  too  sanguine  for  Government,  the  law  servants 
of  the  Crown  (men  of  the  greatest  abilities)  avoided  stand- 
ing on  that  ground.  As  to  the  present  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  of  whom  many  handsome  things  have  been  said 
by  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House ;  those  qualities 
mentioned  are,  I  apprehend,  relative  only  to  his  private 
character,  which,  merely  as  such,  has,  I  think,  good  ingre- 
dients in  it.  But  we  do  not  sit  here  to  discuss  private  cha- 
racters ;  his  ministerial  and  publick  one  is  what  we  are  to 
consider,  and  I  will  speak  out :  the  talents  and  abilities  of 
that  Minister  of  the  Crown  are  by  no  means  equal  to  his 
station.  Two  millions  and  a  half  of  people  is  a  trust  of  too 
great  weight  for  him  to  sustain ;  and  he  has  sufficiently 
avowed  his  incapacity  to  govern  them,  by  delegating  all  his 
power  to  his  Secretary. 

To  conclude:  the  measures  pursuing  there,  being  illegal, 
must  displease  the  best  and  soundest  part  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects ;  and  though,  for  certain  purposes,  the  Ministiy  have 
this  day  spoken  very  advantageously  oi Ireland,  should  they 
go  on  acting  as  they  do,  they  will  meet  with  the  united  efforts 
of  that  country  in  opposition  to  their  attempts ;  and  then,  in- 
stead of  panegyrick,  they  will  call  out  to  this  House  for  re- 
straining and  incapacitating  bills  to  punish  that  kingdom  as 
they  have  done  America.  Let  me,  therefore,  recommend 
to  the  noble  I^rd  now  at  the  helm  to  attend,  whilst  it  is 
time,  to  that  alarmed  part  of  his  Majesty's  most  affectionate 
subjects,  and  to  forgive  me  if  I  heartily  entreat  him  to  apply 
his  utmost  care  to  rectify  the  errors  of  Government  in  that 
kinirdom.  In  the  case  now  before  us,  the  conduct  of  Adminis- 
tration relative  to  the  message  from  Ix)rd  Harcourt  to  the 
Irish  Parliament  has  been  unconstitutional  and  highly  blame- 
able.  I  therefore  thank  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for 
the  motion,  and  express  my  hearty  concurrence  in  it. 

Mr.  Fox  observed,  as  the  Administrations  of  both  king- 
doms were  totally  unconnected,  so  was  every  individual  who 
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composed  them.  No  two  of  the  confidential  servants  of 
the  Crown  wlio  s|X)ke,  agreed  in  a  single  sentiment.  Some 
allowed  the  message  to  import  what  was  stated  in  the  com- 
plaint ;  others  accedetl  to  a  part ;  while  a  third  was  so  mo- 
dest as  to  contend,  in  defiance  of  every  rule  of  rational  and 
obvious  construction,  that  the  message  meant  the  revei-se  of 
what,  in  the  very  face  of  it,  it  manifestly  intended.  But  in 
this  diversity  of  opinion,  there  was  one  thing  too  curious  to 
pass  unnoticed,  that  was  tlie  language  used  by  two  or  three 
members  of  Administration,  wliich  was,  describing  the  Mi- 
nister of  the  House  of  Commons  in  Ireland  and  the  Speaker, 
under  the  undefined  terms  of  one  Edmund  Sexton  Peiry, 
and  one  Sir  John  Blnquiere. 

Mr.  Attorney-General  SA\A,  the  motion  was  a  party  squib, 
not  worth  attending  to ;  and  that  the  preamble  to  an  Irish 
act  of  Parliament  did  not  bind  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Sritain. 

Governour  Johnstone  said,  the  Ministers  here  threw  all 
the  blame  upon  the  Ministers  in  Ireland. 

Lord  North  passed  a  great  encx)mium  on  the  Adminis- 
tration of  Ireland  since  the  appointment  of  the  present 
Lord- Lieutenant ;  observing,  that  no  better  proof  could  be 
given  of  it,  than  that  it  was  attended  with  uncommon 
success. 

Mr.  Conolly  observed,  it  was  no  wonder  the  Government 
of  that  kingdom  should  be  attended  with  success,  when  two 
hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  pounds  had  been  raised  on 
a  ruined  impoverished  country.  [Here  he  was  proceeding 
to  show  how  unable  the  Irish  were  to  bear  such  a  burden  ; 
and  to  give  a  detail  of  the  pensions  that  had  been  lately 
granted,  the  places  newly  created,  and  the  various  means 
employed  to  influence  and  corrupt  the  representatives  of  the 
people ;  when  he  was  internipted  by  Lord  North,  as  apply- 
ing to  matters  not  at  all  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  pre- 
sent debate.] 

Mr.  Fox  insisted,  that  the  matter  stated  by  his  honourable 
relation  was  perfectly  within  order  ;  that  it  grew  directly  out 
of  the  subject  of  debate ;  and  that  if  his  Lordship  appealed 
to  the  success  of  Administration  in  Ireland,  as  a  proof  of  the 
wisdom  or  mildness  of  the  Government  there,  it  was  no  less 
fair  in  argument  than  consonant  t6  order,  to  show  the  true 
causes  of  this  boasted  success. 

The  question  being  put  for  a  Committee,  the  House  divi- 
ded: 

Mr.  Thomas  Townshend, 
Mr.  Conolly,      ... 
Lord  Stanley,     -     -     -     ■ 
Sir  Grey  Cooper,     -     - 

So  it  passed  in  tlie  negative. 

Mr.  Townshend  also  moved,  That  the  Votes  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  printed  by  the  order  of  the 
Speaker  of  that  House,  of  the  dates  of  the  23d,  28th;  and 
29th  of  November,  and  the  25th  of  December  last,  be  deli- 
vered in  at  the  table,  and  read. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Toionshcnd  then  moved.  That  it  is  highly  derogatory 
to  the  honour,  and  a  violent  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
House,  and  a  dangerous  infringement  of  the  Constitution, 
for  any  person  whatever  to  presume  to  pledge  his  Majesty's 
Royal  word  to  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Parliainent 
of  Ireland,  "  that  any  part  of  the  Troops  upon  the  esta- 
blishment of  that  kingdom  shall,  upon  their  being  sent  out 
of  that  kingdom,  become  a  charge  upon  Great  Britain," 
without  the  consent  of  this  House ;  or  for  any  person  to 
presume  to  offer  to  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland,  without  the  consent  of  "tliis  House,  "  that 
such  national  Troops,  so  sent  out  of  Ireland,  shall  be  replaced 
by  foreign  Troops,  at  the  expense  of  Gi-eat  Britain." 

And  the  previous  question  being  put,  That  that  question 
be  now  put, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 


Tellers  for  the  yeas 
Tellers  for  the  noes,  ] 
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HODSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  February  20,  1776. 
Mr.  Fox  said,  he  should  not  trespass  on  the  patience  and 
good  sense  of  the  House,  by  recapitulating  the  cause  of  the 
present  unhappy  disputes  with  America.  He  should  not 
develope  that  system,  whence  the  measures  now  carrying 
on  were  supposed  to  originate.     He  should  forbear  to  ani- 


madvert upon  a  system  that,  in  its  principles,  complexion, 
and  every  constituent  part,  gave  the  fullest  and  most  une- 
quivocal proofs  that  its  ultimate  design  was  the  total  destruc- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  this  free  form  of  Government. 
These  were  assertions  that  might  be  disputed.  People  who 
had,  or  perhaps  had  not,  the  best  opinion  of  the  abilities  of 
those  in  power,  might  have  a  confidence  that  they  intended 
nothini;  ill.  Otiicrs,  though  they  disapproved  of  their  ge- 
neral conduct,  might  rather  think  them  the  dupes  of  their 
secret  supporters ;  and  even  such  as  thought  the  most  in- 
differently of  them  would  be  disposed  to  look  upon  them 
rather  as  tools,  than  arraign  them  as  principals  in  so  unna- 
tural and  horrid  a  conspiracy  against  the  liberties  of  their 
country.  But  what  might  be  the  secret  designs  of  a  junto, 
or  the  venal  alacrity  of  the  despicable  cyphers  they  employ- 
ed to  effect  their  traitorous  purposes,  was,  he  said,  to  be  no 
part  of  the  subject  of  inquiry  this  day.  He  did  not  mean 
to  teaze  or  insult  the  House  with  idle  surmises,  with  floating 
vague  suspicions,  leading  to  partial  deductions  or  specula- 
tive charges,  conceived  and  spun  out  of  his-  own  brain  ;  but 
wished  to  draw  their  attention  to  certain  well-known,  indis- 
putable, incontrovertible  facts.  His  proposed  inquiry  would 
not  be  directed  to  ascertain  the  rights  of  Great  Britain,  or 
the  subordinate  claims  of  America  ;  to  explain  the  constitu- 
tional connection  between  taxation  and  representation  ;  what 
was  rebellion,  or  what  legal  resistance  ;  whether  all  America 
ought  to  have  been  punished  and  proscribed  for  the  intem- 
perate zeal  or  disobedience  of  a  Boston  mob.  He  did  not 
even  mean  to  dispute  or  controvert  the  expediency,  nor,  in 
short,  a  single  Ministerial  ground,  on  which  the  present 
measures  respecting  America  were  taken  up,  pursued,  and 
defended.  Those  were  all,  for  this  day  at  least,  to  be  ab- 
solutely laid  aside.  For  argument  sake,  he  would  allow 
that  Administration  had  acted  perfectly  right ;  but  while  he 
granted  this,  he  would  take  up  the  matter  from  the  very 
instant  Administration  had  agreed  upon  a  plan  of  coercion. 
This  era  he  fixed  at  the  time  the  Minister  first  proposed 
certain  resolutions  to  the  House  in  February  1774,  as  a 
ground  of  complaint,  and  followed  it  with  the  i^mous  Boston 
Port  Bill.  He  then  entered  into  a  historical  detail  of  the 
means  employed  to  carry  this  plan  of  coercion  into  effect ; 
in  which  he  painted  in  the  strongest  colours,  and  held  to 
view  in  the  most  striking  lights,  such  a  scene  of  folly  in  the 
Cabinet,  servile  acquiescence  in  Parliament,  and  misconduct 
and  ignorance  in  office  and  the  field,  as  never  before,  he 
said,  disgraced  this  nation,  or  indeed  any  other.  He  added, 
that  our  Ministers  wanted  both  wisdom  and  integrity,  our 
Parliaments  publick  spirit  and  discernment ;  and  that  our 
commanders,  by  sea  and  land,  were  either  deficient  in  abili- 
ties, or,  (which  was  the  most  probable,)  had  acted  under 
orders  that  prevented  them  from  executing  the  great  objects 
of  their  command.  No  man  could  say  but  there  had  been 
mismanagement  and  inisconduct  somewhere.  It  was  the 
chief  object  of  his  intended  motion,  to  gain  that  species  of 
information  which  might  be  the  means  of  discovering  the 
true  causes  of  both.  Publick  justice  demanded  such  an 
inquiry.  The  individuals  on  whom  the  obloquy  rested,  were 
entitled  to  be  heard  in  their  own  defence.  To  withhold  the 
information  necessary  to  their  justification,  would  be  an  in- 
sult to  the  nation,  as  well  as  an  act  of  private  injustice. 
None  but  the  guilty  could  wish  to  evade  it.  No  man,  as  a 
soldier  or  sailor,  be  his  rank  ever  so  high,  was  sure  of  his 
honour  a  single  minute,  if  he  was  to  be  buried  under  pub- 
lick disgrace,  in  order  to  shield,  protect,  or  palliate  the 
blunders  and  incapacity  of  others.  If  the  Ministers  had 
planned  with  wisdom,  and  proportioned  the  force  to  the 
service ;  if  the  great  officers  in  the  several  efficient  depart- 
ments had  done  all  that  depended  on  them,  ably  and  faith- 
fully; then  it  was  plain,  that  the  whole  of  the  miscarriages 
that  had  happened  might  be  deservedly  imputed  to  our  naval 
and  military  commanders.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  latter 
acquitted  themselves  according  to  their  instructions,  and 
carried  on  their  operations  in  proportion  to  the  force,  it  was 
no  less  plain,  that  the  cause  of  all  the  disgraces  the  British 
arms  had  suffered  arose  from  ignorance  in  those  who  plan- 
ned, and  incapacity  and  want  of  integrity  in  those  to  whom 
the  carrying  them  into  execution  was  in  the  first  instance 
entrusted.  He  then  recapitulated  a  variety  of  circumstances 
to  prove  his  general  allegations,  and  entered  into  the  con- 
duct of  Administration  respecting  Canada,  and  repeated 
several  arguments  used  at  the  time  of  passing  the  Quebeck 
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Act,  predicting  what  has  since  literally  happened.    He  con- 
cluded by  making  the  following  motion : 

"  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee,  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  ill  success  of  his  Majesty's  arms  in  North- 
America,  as  also  into  the  causes  of  tlie  defection  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Province  of  C^uebeck." 

Lord  OiJfory  seconded  the  motion,  and  said,  he  could  not 
perceive  how  any  member  in  the  House,  who  was  uncon- 
nected with  the  Ministry,  and  at  the  same  time  wished  suc- 
cess to  the  American  war,  could  be  against  it. 

Lord  Clare  quoted  the  speech  from  the  Throne.  He  in- 
sisted that  it  was  orthodox,  and  ought  not  to  be  questioned, 
particularly  as  nothing  material  had  since  happened  which 
could  induce  the  House  to  alter  its  opinion.  He  insisted 
that  the  measure  respecting  the  Hanover  troops  was  per- 
fectly justifiable,  and  that  the  plea  of  necessity  was  never 
better  founded  than  on  that  occasion.  His  Lordship  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  T.  Toumshcnd  said,  that  the  present  motion  would 
be  a  test  of  what  might  hereafter  be  expected  from  Minis- 
ters ;  for  if  they  opposed  it,  it  would  fairly  prove  that,  in 
smothering  the  inquiry,  they  intended  to  cover  themselves 
from  publick  disgrace  by  a  vote  of  that  House. 

Lord  Mulgrave  defended  the  naval  operations.  He  con- 
tended, that  the  war  was  just  and  constitutional ;  that  it 
was  well  conducted,  and  predicted  that  it  would  be  happily 
and  gloriously  terminated. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  replied  to  his  Lordship,  and  remarked, 
though  everything  he  said  were  well  founded,  the  conclu- 
sions he  drew  by  no  means  followed.  He  insisted,  that  the 
whole  of  the  American  business,  from  the  very  beginning, 
had  been  planned  in  absurdity,  accompanied  by  negligence, 
and  executed  in  a  manner  which  evidenced  the  very  excess 
of  ignorance,  incapacity,  and  misconduct.  That  the  House 
were  called  upon  by  the  whole  nation,  and  in  vindication  of 
their  own  honour,  to  exact  an  account  from  the  servants  of 
the  Crown  of  the  causes  of  mismanagement  of  the  Ameri- 
can war,  and  to  bring  the  authors  to  condign  punishment,  or 
at  least  to  dismiss  them,  as  unworthy  of  discharging  the 
high  and  important  trusts  delegated  to  them. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  said,  that  the  troubles  now  subsisting 
in  America  are  of  a  much  longer  standing,  though  they  had 
not  assumed  the  present  form,  than  the  honourable  gentle- 
men who  spoke  on  the  other  side  supposed,  for  they  com- 
menced ten  years  ago.  He  insisted,  that  if  such  an  inquiry 
were  at  all  proper,  this  was  not  the  time.  Several  persons 
who  would  be  the  subject  of  it,  as  well  as  those  whom  it 
would  be  proper  to  examine  in  order  to  procure  informa- 
tion, were  at  present  on  their  proper  stations  in  America ; 
and  others  not  employed  are  not  yet  returned  home.  Taking 
it  either  way,  then,  if  no  inquiry  ought  to  be  gone  into, 
tliere  was  an  end  of  the  motion.  If  there  ought  to  be  an 
inquiry,  the  present  motion  was  premature,  neither  the  par- 
ties charged,  nor  those  that  could  properly  give  the  neces- 
sary information,  being  on  the  spot. 

Mr.  Dempster  was  sorry  to  see  such  a  disposition  in  Ad- 
ministration to  stifle  all  inquiry.  It  looked  as  if  they  wanted 
to  conceal  something  they  were  both  afraid  and  ashamed 
should  be  brought  to  light.  He  therefore,  if  Ministry  were 
not  determined  to  confirm  all  the  suspicions  that  had  been 
entertained  of  them  both  within  and  without  doors,  thought 
it  was  their  interest,  as  it  was  their  duty,  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  exculpate  themselves,  for  he  could  assure  them, 
however  sure  they  might  be  of  a  majority,  some  of  their 
best  friends  began  to  doubt  the  truth  of  their  assurances, 
and  the  possibility  of  carrying  their  plans  into  execution. 
He  then  took  a  short  view  of  the  (^uebeck  Bill,  and  conclu- 
ded by  solemnly  averring,  that,  in  his  opinion,  no  Turkish 
Emperor  ever  sent  a  more  arbitrary  and  oppressive  mandate, 
by  a  favourite  Bashaw,  to  a  distant  Province,  than  that  bill 
was,  with  the  instmctions  to  die  Governour  which  accom- 
panied it. 

Mr.  Welhore  Ellis  said,  that  gentle  moderate  measures 
were  unhappily  pursued,  when  the  situation  of  America 
called  for  tlie  most  strong  and  decisive.  Thank  God,  said 
he,  this  mistaken  system  is  now  at  an  end :  a  powerful 
fleet  and  army  are  now  going  out,  and  1  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  they  will  be  sufficient  to  crush  the  re- 
bellious Americans,  and  bring  them  back  to  a  proper  sense 
of  their  duty. 

Mr.  Adam  said  there  had  been  very  shameful  neglect 


somewhere;  and  for  that  reason,  he  should  be  willing  to  go 
into  the  inquiry  and  trace  it  to  its  source.  That  either  we 
knew  America  was  preparing,  and  failed  to  make  the  neces- 
sary preparations,  or  were  guilty  of  very  criminal  negligence, 
in  not  procuring  proper  information.  This  he  instanced 
in  the  want  of  convoys  for  the  transports  which  sailed  early 
in  the  autumn. 

Mr.  Hey,  (Chief  Justice  of  Quebeck,)  went  into  a  defence 
of  the  (^ucbeck  Bill ;  gave  an  historical  account  of  the  [)lace 
and  people,  their  manners,  customs,  and  disposition ;  said 
he  knew  them  well,  as  he  had  lived  among  them  for  upwards 
of  seven  years;  and  by  all  he  could  learn,  the  people  of 
Canada  never  wished  nor  expected  that  the  Parliament 
should  control  or  superintend  the  King's  Government  of 
that  country.  He  then  made  an  encomium  on  General 
Carleton ;  who,  he  said,  had  not  been  properly  supported 
from  hence. 

Governour  Johnstone  observed,  that  some  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  had  insisted,  if  an  inquiry  was  at  all  proper, 
it  would  be  at  the  end  of  a  war,  not  the  beginning ;  for  his 
part,  he  was  of  opinion  the  earlier  the  better ;  nay,  indeed, 
the  firet  moment  the  situation  of  affairs  called  for  it ;  and 
he  could  not  avoid  being  for  it,  though  no  other  motive  ope- 
rated on  him  but  the  extreme  reluctance  shown  by  several 
gentlemen  ;  for  where  there  was  no  guilt  or  conscious  inca- 
pacity, no  fears  could  arise.  He  said,  if  no  inquiries  had 
been  set  on  foot,  both  in  the  beginning  and  middle  of  wars, 
probably  the  two  last  would  not  have  ended  so  successfully. 
This  he  showed  in  the  instances  of  Lestock,  Matthews, 
Byng,  &ic.  It  was  true.  Ministers  always  trembled  at  in- 
quiries ;  they  were  usually  fatal  to  their  power.  So  it  hap- 
pened at  both  the  periods  alluded  to  ;  and  that  was  another 
reason  why  he  was  for  the  motion  ;  for  he  was  sure  the  pre- 
sent Ministry  were  as  unequal  to  the  task  of  making  war,  as 
they  were  incapable  of  procuring  good  terms  of  peace  or 
conciliation  ;  the  undertaking  was  too  ponderous  and  un- 
wieldy for  them.  He  mentioned  Lord  North's  attempt  to 
negotiate  with  the  American  Congress,  and  the  contempt 
with  which  his  offer  was  treated ;  stating  the  fact  from  the 
Journal  of  the  Congress,  published  by  their  own  authority. 

Lord  North  disavowed  it ;  and  declared  he  had  never, 
directly  nor  indirectly,  communicated,  or  caused  to  be  com- 
municated, any  letter  or  paper  to  the  Congress.  He  admit- 
ted the  paper  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  Congress 
contained  his  sentiments,  but  that  was  all. 

General  Burgoyne  defended  the  operations  of  war  in 
America. 

Mr.  Cruger.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  opened 
this  debate  has  spoken  so  fully  and  eloquently  to  every  part 
of  the  question,  that  anything  further  in  support  of  this  mo- 
tion may  appear  unnecessary.  But,  sir,  when  a  subject  of 
so  much  importance  is  before  the  House,  it  behooves  every 
man  to  lay  aside  the  reserve  of  diffidence,  and  express  his 
sentiments  with  freedom  and  candour.  If  there  is  any  point 
in  which  the  different  interests  of  this  House  should  unite, 
it  must  be  in  a  conviction  of  the  necessity  and  expediency 
of  inquiring  into  the  causes  of  the  present  alarming  state  of 
publick  affaire.  By  discovering  what  has  proved  ruinous  in 
the  past,  we  may  learn  at  least  to  avoid  the  same  pernicious 
steps  for  the  future.  If  their  measures  have  been  conduct- 
ed with  justice  and  prudence,  it  is  a  duty  which  Adminis- 
tration owe  to  their  characters,  to  disarm,  by  a  free  exami- 
nation, that  censure  on  their  conduct  which  may  possibly 
arise  from  ignorance.  But  if  they  love  darkness  rather 
than  light,  "  because  their  deeds  are  evil,"  it  becomes  the 
guardians  of  the  nation  to  drag  their  miscarriages  into  open 
day,  and  expose  them,  with  all  their  deformities,  to  publick 
investigation. 

If  such  an  inquiry  was  ever  necessary,  the  present  time 
demands  it.  If  we  look  to  the  past,  one  uniform  train  of 
disappointments  and  misfortunes  crowd  the  view  ;  if  to  the 
future,  a  gloomy  prospect  of  increasing  miseries,  from  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  same  left-handed  policy  and  ill-projected 
measures.  We  are  involved  in  a  war,  in  which  success 
itself  will  be  ruinous.  The  Colonies,  as  if  animated  with 
one  soul,  are  determined  to  perish  or  be  free.  We  are  told 
they  must  be  subdued.  We  shall  soon  be  called  upon  to 
make  new  exertions  by  force.  Everything  weai-s  the  face 
of  hostile  preparations ;  and,  as  if  disappointment  could 
create  confidence,  we  are  urged  to  pursue  the  same  fatal 
measures,   by  arguments   drawn   from  their  miscarriage: 
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nothing,  it  is  now  said,  will  satisfy  America  but  indepen- 
dence ;  that  the  people  of  that  country  have  almost  uni- 
versally taken  up  arms ;  they  act  not  only  on  the  defensive, 
but  have  endeavoured  to  deprive  you  of  all  Canada ;  an 
inquiry,  they  say,  would  produce  a  fatal  procrastination;  the 
urgency  and  necessity  of  the  case  demand  and  justify  im- 
mediate vigour  and  execution.  These  must  be  pursued,  or 
,  the  government  of  the  Colonies  surrendered  to  an  ambitious 
Congress. 

Such  are  the  reasons  advanced  to  preclude  inquiry,  and 
to  procure  a  hasty  acquiescence  in  schemes  of  policy,  on 
which  the  fate  of  the  empire  so  materially  depends.  By 
such  arguments  as  these  our  jealousy  is  excited,  and  our  re- 
sentment inflamed  against  a  people  who,  after  the  most 
earnest  endeavours  to  preserve  their  liberties  from  invasion 
by  petition  and  remonstrance  ;  after  having  repeatedly  sub- 
mitted their  complaints,  without  effect,  to  the  justice  of  Par- 
liament, and  laid  them  humbly  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne  ; 
after  beholding  the  most  formidable  preparations  to  divest 
them  of  their  rights  by  the  sword ;  after  finding  hostilities 
already  commenced  and  fresh  violences  threatened, — have 
taken  up  arms  in  their  own  defence,  and  endeavoured  to 
repel  destructive  force  by  force. 

The  complexion  and  characterof  their  present  opposition 
(whether  unjust  or  honourable)  rests  not  on  their  present 
measures,  but  arises  from,  and  must  be  weighed  by,  the 
causes  which  have  made  such  a  conduct  and  such  measures 
necessary.  A  free  and  impartial  inquiry,  therefore,  into 
the  leading  and  primary  causes,  is  indispensably  necessary 
to  a  just  decision  of  the  case.  If  their  claims  of  exemption 
from  Parliamentary  taxation  are  founded  in  equity  and  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution;  if  they  have  been  driven 
by  a  wanton,  cruel,  and  impolitick  attack  on  their  privileges 
to  their  present  desperate  defence ;  then  the  whole  guilt 
and  censure  is  chargeable  on  those,  and  those  alone,  whose 
ambition  and  ill-directed  measures  have  forced  them  to 
these  extremities.  Thus,  also,  if  a  form  of  Government  is 
introduced  into  Canada,  breathing  little  of  the  spirit  of  Eng- 
lish liberty,  and  intending  to  link  the  Canadians  to  the  chain 
of  Ministerial  influence;  if  they  scrupled  not  to  make  a  reli- 
gion which  has  so  often  deluged  Europe  with  blood,  an 
engine  of  their  despotism  to  crush  the  Protestant  Colonies  ; 
if  every  artifice  was  used  to  seduce  and  employ  a  servile, 
bigoted  people  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  America, — can  we 
wonder,  can  we  complain,  if  the  Colonists  wisely  diverted 
the  storm,  and  secured  a  country  to  their  own  alliance,  the 
strength  and  arms  of  which  were  avowedly  to  be  directed  to 
their  destruction  ? 

When  what  was  dearer  to  them  than  their  lives — their 
liberties,  were  at  stake  ;  when  their  opposition  to  Govern- 
ment reached  no  higher  than  petition  and  resolves,  then  they 
were  stigmatized  with  want  of  courage.  Every  method  was 
taken  to  irritate  them.  Insults  on  their  character  as  a  peo- 
ple were  added  to  encroachments  on  their  rights  as  citizens. 
The  pencil  of  confident  oppression  described  them  as  a  herd 
of  pusillanimous  wretches,  whom  the  appearance  of  martial 
array  would  terrify  into  submission.  How  unjust,  how  im- 
politick, to  reduce  men  to  the  miserable  alternative  of  being 
branded  with  the  epithet  of  cowards,  or  of  taking  up  arms 
to  vindicate  their  injured  honour  and  liberties  ;  first  to  com- 
pel them  to  resistance,  and  then  derive  arguments  of  their 
guilt  from  their  vigour,  courage,  and  success.  How  con- 
temptible the  cause  which  pleads  the  misfortunes  it  has 
occasioned  as  reasons  for  its  support ! 

The  arguments  of  Administration,  stripped  of  their  false 
colourings,  with  all  humility,  I  conceive  to  be  these :  "  We 
have  plunged  Great  Britain  into  a  most  expensive  and 
ruinous  contest  with  her  Colonies ;  we  have  opened  the 
door  for  endless  animosities,  by  reviving  disputed  questions 
and  claims  which  shake  the  foundation  of  empire ;  the 
measures  we  have  pursued  have  increased  the  storm,  and 
multiplied  the  common  misfortunes ;  we  have  joined  all 
America  in  a  firm  league  against  you  ;  your  trade  has  been 
impaired,  your  ships  insulted  and  taken ;  we  have  lost  for 
you  every  place  of  strength  or  importance  in  the  Colonies, 
and  have  left  you  an  army  broken  by  sickness,  fatigue,  and 
want,  and  now  perishing  under  all  the  mortifications,  igno- 
miny, and  miseries  of  an  inglorious  imprisonment.  These 
are  our  pleas  for  support;  these  are  the  recommendations  of 
our  Councils.  We  lay  before  you  the  miscarriages  and 
evils  which  our  past  measures  have  produced,  to  persuade 


you   to  place  new  confidence  in  our  wisdom,  and  to  give 
more  liberal  aid  to  our  judicious  schemes  for  the  future." 

These,  however,  are  not  the  only  blushing  honours  which 
deck  the  temples  of  Administration.  They  have  lately  dis- 
played the  happy  art  of  drawing  arguments  in  their  favour 
from  the  misfortunes  of  their  friends,  as  well  as  from  the 
success  of  their  enemies,  and  prove  that  they  are  as  incapa- 
ble of  gratitude  as  of  justice.  When  gentlemen  in  this 
House  (influenced  by  motives  of  humanity)  recommended  an 
exception  of  the  friends  of  Government  in  the  Colonies  from 
the  rigoui-s  of  the  late  Prohibitory  Bill,  Administration  sud- 
denly changed  its  voice ;  and  they  who  just  before  had 
boasted  that  a  majority  of  the  Americans  were  friendly  to 
their  cause,  and  only  waited  an  opportunity  to  declare  it 
with  safety,  now  pronounced,  that  no  distinction  could  be 
made,  for  that  they  had  preserved  at  best  "a shameful  neu- 
trality," and  deserved  to  be  subject  to  the  common  calamity 
of  their  country.  This  was  the  liberal  reward  bestowed  on 
men  who  espoused  their  cause  from  principle,  and  maintain- 
ed it,  undaunted  and  unsupported,  through  obloquy  and  the 
most  inmiinent  danger  to  their  fortunes,  families,  and  lives. 

I  will  not  at  present  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  House 
by  entering  into  particulars;  but  I  cannot forbearsaying, the 
friends  of  peace  and  good  order  in  the  Province  of  ^ew- 
York  did  not  deserve  to  be  reproached  with  a  shameful 
neutrality ;  they  stood  forth,  and  opposed,  as  long  as  they 
were  able,  the  increasing  current  of  tumult  and  disorder,  and 
exposed  themselves,  by  their  endeavours  to  preserve  their 
Colonial  Constitution,  to  the  resentment  and  vengeance  of 
their  incensed  neighbours.  In  a  dutiful  manner  they  sub- 
mitted their  grievances  to  the  clemency  of  this  House,  and 
the  justice  of  their  Sovereign.  I  need  not  insist  on  the  con- 
sequence. I  shall  not  dwell  on  the  contempt  whh  which 
their  zealous  advances  to  a  reconciliation  were  rejected. 
But  I  must  desire  all  those  who  declaim  on  their  ignominious 
neutrality,  to  remember  that  Administration  not  only  ne- 
glected to  aid  them  with  a  force  sufficient  to  maintain  their 
opposition  against  the  zealots  in  their  own  Province,  and  the 
united  powers  of  the  adjacent  Colonies,  but  whhdrew  to 
Boston  the  few  troops  under  the  command  of  General  Hal- 
dimand,  which  might  have  assisted  in  preserving  order,  and 
the  lieedom  and  impartiality  of  publick  proceedings.  By 
such  means  the  Colony  was  laid  open  to  incursions ;  many 
were  obliged  to  secure  their  persons  from  danger,  by  forsa- 
king their  friends  and  country,  and  leaving  their  property  at 
the  discretion  of  their  enemies,  whilst  a  greater  number  wait- 
ed, with  silent  patience,  under  every  affliction,  for  the  vigor- 
ous protection  of  Great  Britain. 

Their  zealous  and  firm  adherence  to  their  principles 
crown  them  with  honour.  That  they  have  not  been  success- 
ful, that  they  were  borne  down  by  the  superior  force  of  their 
opponents,  that  they  are  left  to  share  in  the  connnon  distress 
and  common  punishments  of  their  unfortunate  countrymen, 
beams  no  lustre,  however,  on  the  characters  of  those  by 
whom  they  were  neglected,  betrayed,  and  sacrificed.  By 
this  impolicy,  the  command  and  management  of  the  key 
and  mainspring  oi America  has  been  lost  to  this  country; 
a  speedy  and  effectual  security  of  which  might  have  saved 
us  from  the  present  gloomy  prospect  of  intestine  carnage 
and  accumulating  misery.  Surely,  the  representative  body 
of  the  nation  are  bound,  in  duty  to  their  constituents,  to  ex- 
amine the  reasons  of  such  neglect  and  misconduct ;  and 
they,  in  particular,  who  are  the  asserters  of  Parliamentary 
supremacy,  are  concerned  to  inquire  why  so  effectual  a 
method  of  weakening  the  opposition  in  America,  and  sup- 
porting their  own  adherents,  has  been  totally  omitted.  But 
there  is  no  necessity  of  dwelling  on  this  circumstance  to 
prove  the  obligations  this  country  is  under  to  Ministers ; 
disappointment  and  disgrace  have  marked  all  their  measures, 
and,  as  if  miracles  had  been  wrought  to  strike  conviction  on 
this  House,  they  have  not  once  even  blundered  into  success. 
It  may,  therefore,  reasonably  be  hoped,  that  before  we  blindly 
follow  any  farther,  we  may  not  only  contemplate  our  pre- 
sent situation,  and  the  ground  we  have  already  passed,  but 
pay  particular  attention  to  that  which  lies  before  us. 

Admitting,  however,  sir,  that  &  force  sufficient  to  subdue 
them  can  be  sent  out ;  admitting  that  this  country  will  pa- 
tiently bear  the  enormous  weight  of  accumulated  taxes, 
which  so  distant  and  unequal  a  war  will  require ;  admhting 
that  foreign  Powers  (the  natural  enemies  of  Britain)  will, 
with  composure  and  self-denial,  neglect  so  favourable  an 
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opportunity  of  distressing  their  rivals ;  admitting  that  your 
fleets,  unopposed,  level  with  the  ground  those  cities  which 
rose  by  your  protection,  were  tlie  pillars  of  your  commerce, 
and  your  nation's  boast ;  admitting  that  foreign  mercenaries 
spread  desolation,  that  thousands  fall  before  them,  and  that, 
humbled  under  the  combined  woes  of  poverty,  anarchy, 
want,  and  defeat,  the  exhausted  Colonies  fall  suppliant  at 
the  feet  of  your  conquerors ;  admitting  all  this  will  be  the 
case,  (which  cannot  well  be  expected  from  the  past,)  here 
necessarily  follows  a  most  momentous  question  :  What  are 
the  solid  advantages  which  Great  Britain  is  to  receive  in 
exchange  for  the  blessings  of  peace  and  a  lucrative  com- 
merce ?  for  the  affections,  for  the  prosperity,  for  the  lives  of 
so  many  of  its  useful  subjects  sacrificed  ?  Will  the  bare 
acknowledgment  of  a  right  in  Parliament  to  tax  them  com- 
pensate for  the  millions  expended,  the  danger  incurred,  the 
miseries  entailed,  the  destruction  of  human  happiness  and 
life  that  must  ensue  from  a  war  with  our  Colonies,  united  as 
they  are  in  one  common  cause,  and  fired  to  desperate  enthu- 
siasm by  apprehensions  of  impending  slavery  ?  Or  can  we 
be  so  absurd  as  to  imagine  concessions,  extorted  in  a  time 
of  danger  and  urgent  misery,  will  form  a  bond  of  lasting 
union  ?  Impoverished  and  undone  by  their  exertions  and 
the  calamities  of  war,  instead  of  being  able  to  repay  the  ex- 
penses of  this  country,  or  supply  a  revenue,  they  will  stand 
in  need  of  your  eailiest  assistance  to  revive  depressed  and 
almost  extinguished  commerce,  as  well  as  to  renew  and  up- 
hold their  necessary  civil  establishments. 

I  am  well  aware  that  it  is  said  we  must  maintain  the 
dignity  of  Pariiament.  Let  me  ask,  what  dignity  is  that 
which  will  not  descend  to  make  millions  happy;  which  will 
sacrifice  the  treasures  and  best  blood  of  the  nation  to  extort 
submissions,  fruitless  submissions,  that  will  be  disavowed 
and  disregarded  the  moment  the  procuring  oppressive  force 
is  removed  ?  What  dignity  is  that  which,  to  enforce  a  dis- 
puted mode  of  obtaining  a  revenue,  will  destroy  commerce, 
spread  poverty  and  desolation,  and  dry  up  every  source 
from  which  revenue  or  any  real  substantial  benefit  can  be 
expected  ?  Is  it  not  high  time,  then,  to  ^jcamine  the  full 
extent  of  our  danger,  to  pause  and  mark  the  paths  which 
have  deceived  us,  and  the  wretched,  bewildered  guides,  who 
have  led  us  into  our  present  difficulties  ?  Let  us  find  the 
destroying  angel,  and  stop  his  course,  while  we  have  yet 
anything  valuable  to  preserve.  The  breach  is  not  yet  irre- 
parable ;  and  permit  me,  with  all  deference,  to  say,  I  have 
not  a  doubt  but  that  liberal  and  explicit  terms  of  reconci- 
liation, with  a  full  and  firm  security  against  an  oppressive 
exercise  of  Parliamentary  taxation,  if  held  out  to  the  Colo- 
nies before  the  war  takes  a  wider  and  more  destructive 
course,  will  lead  instantly  to  a  settlement,  and  recall  the 
former  years  of  peace,  when  the  affections  and  interests  of 
Great  Britain  and  America  were  one.  But  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, we  are  to  plunge  deeper  in  this  scene  of  blood  ;  if  we 
are  to  sacrifice  the  means  and  materials  of  revenue  for  idle 
distinctions  about  modes  of  raising  it ;  if  the  laurels  we  can 
gain,  and  the  dignity  of  Parliament  we  are  to  establish,  can 
be  purchased  only  by  the  miseries  of  fellow-subjects,  whose 
losses  are  our  own ;  if  the  event  is  precarious,  the  cause 
alien  to  the  spirit  and  humanity  of  Englishmen ;  if  the  injury 
is  certain,  and  the  object  of  success  unsubstantial  and  inse- 
cure,— how  little  soever  the  influence  my  poor  opinion  may 
have  on  this  House,  I  shall  free  my  conscience,  by  having 
explicitly  condemned  all  such  unprofitable,  inadequate,  in- 
judicious measures,  and  by  giving  my  hearty  concurrence  to 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Burke  showed,  from  the  records  of  Parliament  and 
from  history,  that  nothing  was  more  frequent  than  inquiries 
of  the  kind  now  proposed  ;  and  observed,  at  no  time  within 
the  course  of  his  reading,  did  he  ever  recollect  a  period  at 
which  such  a  proceeding  was  more  absolutely  necessary 
than  the  present. 

Mr.  Graves  wished  to  wait  for  the  event  of  another  cam- 
paign before  the  House  should  go  into  an  inquiry;  and  as 
for  what  had  already  passed,  justice  required  that  the  par- 
ties should  be  in  a  situation  to  answer  for  themselves. 

Mr.  Solidtor-General  defended  Administration  through- 
out, not  only  what  they  had  already  done,  but  every  action 
of  theirs,  and  every  consequence  arising  from  their  conduct. 
He  insisted  that  the  war  was  just,  proper,  and  expedient, 
that  the  Ministers  abounded  in  wisdom,  and  the  Army  and 
Navy  in  military  prowess. 


Colonel  Barre  was  extremely  severe  on  several  of  the 
positions  laid  down  by  the  last  honourable  gentleman ;  he 
compared  him  to  the  Abbe  Polignac,  whom  he  described 
as  a  pert,  affected,  little,  political  prater ;  with  some  per- 
sonal allusions  to  the  talents,  manner,  and  disposition  of  the 
man,  which  created  some  mirth.  But  in  a  serious  manner 
he  charged  the  gentlemen  opposite  to  him  [Messrs.  Elliot, 
Ellis,  Wedderburn,  Stc]  with  the  loss  of  America.  With 
an  emphasis  he  said.  Give  us  back  our  Colonies  !  You  have 
lost  America !  It  is  your  ignorance,  blunders,  cowardice, 
which  have  lost  America.  He  had  lieard  the  noble  Lord 
[George  Germaine]  called  "the  Pitt  of  the  day."  He  saw- 
no  great  sense  in  the  words.  They  conveyed  to  him  that 
there  had  been  a  Mr.  Pitt,  a  great  man,  but  he  did  not  see 
how  the  noble  I^ord  was  like  him.  He  said,  that  the  troops, 
from  an  aversion  to  the  service,  misbehaved  at  Bunker's 
Hill  on  the  17th  o{  June.  He  condemned  Administration 
in  the  strongest  terms,  and  told  them,  that  their  shiftings  and 
evasions  would  not  protect  them,  though  they  should  be 
changed  every  day,  and  made  to  shift  places  at  the  plea- 
sure, and  sometimes,  too,  for  the  sport,  of  their  secret  direc- 
tors. He  observed,  that  the  late  appointment  of  a  new 
Secretary  of  State  was  a  proof  that  some  weak,  and  per- 
haps foul  proceedings  had  happened,  which  made  such  an 
arrangement  necessary  ;  but  though  changes  might  happen 
every  day,  he  was  well  convinced  measures  never  would, 
till  the  whole  fabrick  of  despotism  fell  at  once,  and  buried  la 
its  ruins  the  architects,  with  all  those  employed  under  them. 
He  reminded  the  House  how  often,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  two  yeai-s,  he  had  foretold  almost  every  matter  that  has 
happened.  He  begged  once  more  to  assure  them,  that  Ame- 
rica would  never  submit  to  be  taxed,  though  half  Germany 
were  to  be  transported  beyond  the  Atlantick  to  effect  it. 

General  Burgoyne  rose  with  warmth,  and  contradicted 
the  last  honourable  member  in  the  flattest  manner.  He 
allowed  that  the  troops  gave  way  a  little  at  one  time,  be- 
cause they  were  flanked  by  the  fire  out  of  the  houses,  &c., 
at  Charlestovm ;  but  they  soon  rallied  and  advanced;  and 
no  men  on  earth  ever  behaved  with  more  spirit,  fii-mness, 
and  perseverance,  till  they  forced  the  enemy  out  of  their 
intrenchments. 

Colonel  Barre  observed,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  contradicted  him  in  a  very  extraordinary  and  unbecom- 
ing manner,  and  maintained  his  first  assertion,  that  the  troops 
misbehaved. 

General  Burgoyne  apologized,  and  confessed  he  had 
spoken  in  harsher  terms  than  he  would  have  done  had  he 
not  been  off  his  guard.  He  admitted  that  the  troops  gave 
way  a  little ;  but  that  they  were  rallied,  and  returned  to  the 
charge  with  great  spirit.  He  was  an  eye-witness  of  the 
whole  affair. 

Lord  Howe  said  it  was  impossible  to  go  into  the  pro- 
posed inquiry  with  propriety,  though  the  House  were  ever 
so  well  inclined.  He  defended  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
manding officers,  and  said  that  the  whole  of  what  had  hap- 
pened last  year  proceeded  from  our  not  being  acquainted 
with  the  designs  of  the  Provincials. 

Lord  North  declared  he  had  no  objection  to  an  inquiry 
at  a  proper  season ;  but  agreed  with  his  right  honourable 
friend,  [Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,]  that  this  was  not  the  time. 
As  America  had  changed,  so  had  Britain,  in  consequence 
of  that  change.  The  question  was  now  totally  altered,  and 
what  in  one  situation  would  have  been  acting  a  wise  part, 
would  now  be  supineness,  negligence,  or  something  worse. 
It  was  therefore  a  very  unfair  way  of  arguing,  to  state  ob- 
jections against  the  conduct  of  Administration  in  the  eariy 
stages  of  this  business,  which  were  only  applicable  to  a  state 
of  hostility  and  open  rebellion.  The  ground  was  changed, 
so  would  the  measures  of  course.  He  appealed  to  the  can- 
dour and  recollection  of  the  House,  if  anything  had  been 
done  in  a  corner ;  but  openly,  and  according  to  their  repeat- 
ed judgment.  As  to  the  measures  which  had  been  taken 
before  lie  came  into  office,  he  was  not  answerable  for  them, 
but  was  ready  now,  if  the  House  thought  proper,  or  at  any 
time,  to  stand  the  most  rigid  inquiry  and  examination  into  his 
own  conduct.  If  miscarriages  had  happened,  it  was  no  more 
than  what  was  common.  It  was  impossible  to  foresee  all 
the  consequences,  or  to  provide  against  every  accident  which 
mit'ht  arise.  He  protested  he  did  not  seek  for  his  office, 
and  was  at  any  time  ready  and  willing  to  resign  it,  when- 
ever a  person  more  capable  or  fonder  of  power,  was  found 
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to  succeed  him.  He  observed,  that  an  honourable  gentle- 
man, early  in  the  debate,  had  charged  Atlniinislration  with 
wickedness,  ignorance,  and  neglect.  He  was  certain  he 
was  mistaken  in  the  first,  and  tiie  two  others  yet  remained 
to  be  proved. 

Mr.  Fox  replied  to  the  arguments  urged  against  his  motion. 

Then  the  previous  question  being  proposed,  That  that 
question  be  now  put ; 

The  House  was  moved,  That  the  Resolution,  which, 
upon  the  6th  day  of  February,  in  the  last  session  of  Par- 
liament, was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  further  of  the 
several  Papers  which  were  presented  to  the  House  by  the 
Lrfjrd  North,  upon  the  19tii  and  31st  days  of  January,  and 
the  1st  day  of  Felrruary,  1775,  by  his  Majesty's  command, 
might  be  read. 

And  the  same  was  read  accordingly. 

Then  the  previous  question  being  put.  That  the  said  first 
proposed  question  be  now  put. 

The  House  divided.     The  noes  went  forth. 

Telle,  for  the  yeas,  )^|;-^^:f;,^;j,^,;    '.     [    {    104 

rr.  11       /•      L  S  The  Lord  Muls^rave,  -     -    )    ciAn 

Tellers  for  the  noes,  J  ^^  ^.^^^^^  Tovmshend,  -    j    ^"^^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  February  19,  17T6. 

The  Lord  North  presented  to  the  House,  by  his  Majesty's 
command : 

Copy  of  a  Treaty  between  his  Majesty  and  the  Reigning 
Duke  of  Brunswick,  signed  at  Brunswick,  the  9th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1776,  and  Translation,  together  with  a  Paper,  intituled 
"  Note  concerning  the  Levy  Money,"  and  Translation ;  and 
also, 

Copy  of  a  Treaty  between  his  Majesty  and  the  Land- 
grave of  Hesse  Cassel,  signed  at  Cassel,  the  15th  of  January, 
1776,  and  Ti-anslation  ;  and  also. 

Copy  of  a  Treaty  between  his  Majesty  and  the  Heredi- 
tary Prince  of  Hesse  Cassel,  signed  at  Hanau,  the  5th  of 
February,  1776,  and  Translation. 

Together  with  a  List  of  the  said  Papers. 

And  the  said  List  was  read. 

The  said  Copies  and  Notes  are  preserved  amongst  the 
other  Papers  of  this  session  ;  and  the  said  Translations  are 
as  foUoweth,  viz : 

Translation  of  a  Treaty  between  hi^  Majesty  and  the  Reign- 
ing Duke  o/ Brunswick,  signed  at  Brunswick,  the  9th 

o/ January,  1776. 

Be  it  it  known  unto  all  whom  it  does  or  may  concern. 
That  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  liaving  judged 
proper  to  propose  to  his  Most  Serene  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick  and  Lunenburgh  the  cession  of  a  body  of  his 
Troops,  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  Great  Britain, 
and  his  Most  Serene  Highness  having  yielded  with  zeal  and 
readiness  to  his  Majesty's  views,  the  high  contracting  par- 
ties have  given  orders  for  this  purpose  to  their  respective 
Ministers ;  that  is  to  say,  his  Britannick  Majesty  to  Colonel 
William  Faucett,  Captain  of  the  Guards,  and  the  Most  Se- 
rene Duke  of  Brunswick  and  Lunenburgh  to  the  Privy  Coun- 
cellor  De  Feronce,  who,  after  the  exchange  of  their  full 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  Articles  : 

Art.  I.  The  Most  Serene  Duke  of  Brunswick  yields  to 
his  Britannick  Majesty  a  Corps  of  Infantry  of  his  Troops, 
of  three  thousand  nine  hundred  sixty-four  men,  which  Corps 
shall  be  entirely  at  the  disposition  of  the  King,  as  well  in 
Eiurope  as  in  America. 

Art.  II.  His  Most  Serene  Highness  also  yields  to  his 
Britannick  Majesty  a  body  of  Light  Cavalry,  of  three  hun- 
dred thirty-six  men ;  but  as  his  Britannick  Majesty  will  not 
have  occasion  for  the  horses  of  this  corps,  the  said  corps 
shall  serve  as  a  corps  of  Infantry  ;  and  if  the  service  requires 
them  to  be  mounted,  his  Majesty  engages  to  do  it  at  his 
own  expense. 

Art.  III.  The  Most  Serene  Duke  engages  to  equip  com- 
pletely both  these  corps,  except  the  horses  for  the  Light 
Cavalry.  His  Most  Serene  Highness  will  keep  in  readiness 
for  marching,  towards  tiie  15th  of  February  next  at  farthest, 
the  first  division  of  this  corps,  consisting  of  two  thousand  two 


hundred  eighty-two  men,  in  such  manner  that  this  first  divi- 
sion shall  arrive  towards  the  25th  of  February  at  the  place 
of  embarkation,  to  be  agreed  upon  between  the  respective 
Ministers.  As  to  the  second  division  of  the  said  body  of 
troops,  amounting  to  two  thousand  eighteen  men,  his  Most 
Serene  Highness  will  cause  them  to  begin  their  march  in 
the  last  week  of  the  month  of  March,  at  farthest.  These 
two  corps  shall  pass  in  review  at  the  place  of  their  embarka- 
tion before  his  Britannick  Majesty's  Commissary.  And, 
in  order  to  prevent  desertion  in  their  march,  his  Britannick 
Majesty  will  cause  the  most  precise  orders  to  be  given  in  his 
Electoral  Dominions,  that  all  necessary  measures  be  taken 
to  stop  every  deserter  from  this  body  of  troops,  and  to  con- 
vey them  without  delay  to  the  place  of  embarkation,  there 
to  join  their  Regiments.  His  Britannick  Majesty  will  cause 
directions  to  be  given  to  the  Governours  or  Commandants 
of  places.  Bailiffs,  and  others,  to  execute  these  orders  with 
the  same  exactness  as  is  observed  with  regard  to  his  Majes- 
ty's Electoral  Troops. 

Art.  IV.  This  body  of  Infantry  and  Light  Cavalry  shall 
be  composed  of  five  Regiments  and  of  two  Battalions,  ac- 
cording to  the  hst  annexed  to  the  present  Treaty.  The 
Officers'  servants  on  the  said  list  shall  be  furnished  with 
arms,  and  every  necessary  equipment  as  soldiers  ;  they  shall 
do  service  like  them,  if  occasion  require  it,  and  siiall  be  paid 
as  such. 

Art.  V.  The  Most  Serene  Duke  engages  to  furnish  the 
recruits  that  may  be  annually  necessary  for  this  corps.  These 
recruits  shall  be  delivered  after  a  previous  notice  of  four 
months,  to  his  Britannick  Majesty's  Commissary,  disciplined 
and  equipped.  The  said  recruits  shall  arrive  at  the  place 
of  their  embarkation  at  the  time  that  shall  be  agreed  upon 
before  the  opening  of  each  campaign. 

Art.  VI.  The  King's  service  and  the  preservation  of  the 
troops  requiring  equally  that  the  commanding  officers  and 
subalterns  should  be  expert  persons,  his  Most  Serene  High- 
ness will  take  proper  care  in  the  choice  of  them. 

Art.  VII.  The  Most  Serene  Duke  engages  to  put  this 
corps  on  the  be^  footing  possible ;  and  none  shall  be  admitted 
into  it  but  persons  proper  for  campaign  service,  and  acknow- 
ledged as  such  by  his  Britannick  Majesty's  Commissary.    - 

Art.  VIII.  This  corps  shall  be  furnished  with  tents,  and 
all  necessary  equipage. 

Art.  IX.  The  King  grants  to  this  corps  the  ordinary 
and  extraordinary  pay,  as  well  as  all  advantages  in  forage, 
provisions,  &.C.,  enjoyed  by  the  Royal  Troops.  And  the 
Most  Serene  Duke  engages  to  let  this  corps  enjoy  all  the 
emoluments  of  pay  that  his  Britannick  Majesty  allows 
them.  The  sick  and  wounded  of  the  said  corps  shall  be 
taken  care  of  in  the  Hospitals,  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
King,  as  the  Troops  of  his  Britannick  Majesty ;  die  wound- 
ed, not  in  a  condition  to  serve,  shall  be  transported  into 
Europe,  at  the  expense  of  the  King,  and  landed  in  a  port 
on  the  Elbe  or  the  Weser.  As  to  what  regards  the  body 
of  Light  Cavalry,  they  shall  be  put  on  the  foot  of  the 
British  Light  Cavalry,  when  they  are  dismounted ;  but  they 
shall  have  the  same  pay,  as  well  ordinary  as  extraordinary, 
as  the  Light-Horse  of  his  Majesty,  from  the  day  they  shall 
serve  on  horseback. 

Art.  X.  There  shall  be  paid  to  his  Most  Serene  High- 
ness, under  the  title  of  Levy  Money,  for  each  foot  soldier 
or  trooper,  not  mounted,  thirty  crowns  Banco ;  the  crown 
reckoned  at  fifty-three  sols,  Holland,  and  reckoned  at  four 
shillings  nine  pence  three  farthings.  One-third  of  this  levy 
money  shall  be  paid  a  month  after  the  signature  of  the 
Treaty ;  and  the  two  other  thirds  shall  be  paid  two  months 
after  the  signature.  The  payment  of  this  levy  money  shall 
be  made,  nevertheless,  on  condition  that  thirty  crowns 
Banco  shall  be  retained  for  each  soldier  of  the  said  corps 
who,  without  cause  of  sickness,  siiall  be  absent  on  the  day 
when  they  pass  in  review  before  his  Britannick  Majesty's 
Commissary ;  which  thirty  crowns  Banco,  shall,  however, 
be  paid  as  soon  as  the  absent  soldiers  shall  join  their  respec- 
tive corps. 

Art.  XI.  According  to  custom,  thre«  wounded  men  shall 
be  reckoned  as  one  killed.  A  man  killed  shall  be  paid  for 
at  the  rate  of  levy  money.  If  it  shall  happen  that  any  of 
the  Regiments,  Battalions,  or  Companies  of  diis  corps, 
should  suffer  a  loss  altogether  extraordinary,  either  in  bat- 
tle, a  seige,  or  by  any  uncommon  contagious  malady,  or  by 
the  loss  of  any  transport-vessel  in  the  voyage  to  America 
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his  BriiannicJc  Majesty  will  make  good,  in  tlie  most  ecjui- 
table  manner,  the  loss  of  the  officer  or  soldier;  and  will 
be  at  the  expense  of  the  necessary  recruits  to  re-establish 
the  corps  that  shall  have  suffered  this  extraordinary  loss. 

Art.  XII.  The  Most  Serene  Duke  reserves  to  himself 
the  nomination  to  the  vacant  employments ;  as  also  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice.  Moreover,  his  Britannick  Majesty 
will  cause  ordere  to  be  given  to  the  commander  of  the 
army  in  which  this  corps  shall  serve,  not  to  exact  of  this 
corps  any  extraordinary  services,  or  such  as  are  beyond  their 
proportion  with  the  rest  of  the  army.  This  cor])s  shall 
take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  his  Britannick  Majesty,  without 
prejudice  to  the  oath  which  they  have  taken  to  their  So- 
vereign. 

Art.  XIII.  Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penses the  hasty  equipment  of  this  body  of  Troops  occa- 
sions, his  Britannick  Majesty  grants  two  months'  pay  pre- 
vious to  the  march  of  the  said  Troops ;  and  from  the  time 
the  Troops  shall  have  quitted  their  quarters  in  order  to  repair 
to  the  place  of  their  destination,  all  the  expenses  of  tlieir 
march  and  transport  shall  be  at  the  charge  of  his  Britannick 
Majesty. 

Art.  XIV.  His  Britannick  Majesty  grants  to  his  Most 
Serene  Highness  an  annual  subsidy,  which  shall  be  regulated 
in  the  following  manner :  It  shall  commence  from  the  day 
of  the  signature  of  the  present  Treaty,  and  shall  be  single, 
that  is  to  say,  of  the  amount  of  sixty-four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred German  crowns,  as  long  as  these  Troops  shall  enjoy  the 
pay ;  from  the  time  the  pay  shall  cease,  the  subsidy  shall  be 
double,  that  is  to  say,  of  one  hundred  twenty-nine  thousand 
German  crowns ;  this  double  subsidy  shall  be  continued 
during  two  years  after  the  return  of  the  said  Troops  into  his 
Most  Serene  Highness's  Dominions. 

Art.  XV.  This  Treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  high  con- 
.  tracting  parties ;  and  the  ratifications  thereof  shall  be  ex- 
changed as  soon  as  possible. 

Thus  concluded  and  signed  by  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  on  one  part, 
and  by  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Most  Serene  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  Brunswick  and  Luneburgh  on  the  other 
part. 

Done  at  Brunswick,  tliis  9th  January,  1776. 

William  Faucitt,  [l.  s.] 
J.  B.  DE  Feronce,  [l.  s.] 

Translation  of  a  Treaty  betiveen  his  Majesty  and  the  Land- 
grave of  Hesse  Cassel.  Signed  at  Cassel,  I5th  Janu- 
ary, 1776. 

His  Britannick  Majesty,  being  desirous  of  employing  in 
his  service  a  body  of  twelve  thousand  men,  of  the  Troops  of 
his  Most  Serene  Highness  the  Reigning  Landgrave  of  Hesse 
Cassel,  and  that  Prince,  full  of  attachment  for  his  Majesty, 
desiring  nothing  more  than  to  give  him  proofs  of  it;  his  Ma- 
jesty, in  order  to  settle  the  objects  relative  to  this  alliance, 
has  thought  proper  to  send  to  Cassel  the  Sieur  William  Fau- 
citt, his  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  Colonel  in  his  service ; 
and  his  Most  Serene  Highness  has  named,  on  his  part,  for 
the  same  purpose,  the  Baron  Martin  Erneste  De  Schlieffen, 
his  Minister  of  State,  Lieutenant-General  and  Knight  of  his 
Orders,  who,  being  furnished  with  requisite  full  powers,  have 
agreed.  That  the  Treaties  formerly  concluded  between 
Great  Britain  and  Hesse  shall  be  made  the  basis  of  the 
present  Treaty,  and  to  adopt  as  much  of  them  as  shall  be 
applicable  to  the  present  circumstances,  or  to  determine  by 
new  articles  such  points  as  must  be  settled  otherwise ;  every- 
thing that  shall  not  be  differently  regulated,  shall  be  deemed 
to  subsist  in  full  force,  as  it  shall  appear  to  be  declared  in 
the  above-mentioned  Treaties ;  and  as  it  is  not  possible  to 
specify  each  particular  case,  everything  that  shall  not  be 
found  regulated  in  a  precise  manner,  neither  in  the  present 
Treaty  nor  in  the  former  Treaties,  ought  to  be  settled  with 
equity  and  good  faith,  conformably  to  the  same  principles 
which  were  agreed  oii  each  part  to  be  pursued  for  regu- 
lating all  such  cases,  whether  during  or  after  the  last  war. 

1.  There  shall  be,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  this  Treaty,  be- 
tween his  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  Most 
Serene  Highness  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel,  their  suc- 
cessors and  heirs,  a  strict  friendship,  and  a  sincere,  firm,  and 
constant  union,  insomuch  that  the  one  shall  consider  the 
interests  of  the  other  as  his  own,  and  shall  apply  himself 


with  good  faith  to  advance  them  to  the  utmost,  and  to  pre- 
vent and  avert  mutually  all  trouble  and  losses. 

II.  To  this  end,  it  is  agreed,  that  all  former  Treaties, 
principally  of  guaranty,  be  deemed  to  be  renewed  and  con- 
firmed by  the  present  Treaty,  in  all  their  points,  articles,  and 
clauses,  and  shall  be  of  the  same  force  as  if  they  were  herein 
inserted,  word  for  word,  so  far  as  is  not  derogated  from  them 
by  the  present  Treaty. 

III.  This  body  of  twelve  thousand  men  of  the  Troops  of 
Hesse,  which  is  to  be  employed  in  his  Britannick  Majesty's 
service,  shall  consist  of  four  battalions  of  Grenadiers,  of  four 
companies  each,  fifteen  battalions  of  Infantry,  of  five  compa- 
nies each,  and  two  companies  of  Chasseurs,  the  whole  pro- 
vided with  General  and  other  necessary  officers. 

This  corps  shall  be  completely  equipped  and  ])rovided 
with  tents  and  all  accoutrements,  of  which  it  may  stand  in 
need  :  in  a  word,  shall  be  put  on  the  best  footing  possible, 
and  none  shall  be  admitted  into  it  but  men  fit  for  service, 
and  acknowledged  for  such  by  his  Britannick  Majesty's 
Commissary.  Formeriy  the  signature  of  the  Treaties  has 
usually  preceded,  by  some  time,  the  requisition  for  the  march 
of  the  troops ;  but  as  in  the  present  circumstances  there  is 
no  time  to  be  lost,  the  day  of  the  signature  of  the  present 
Treaty  is  deemed  also  to  be  the  term  of  the  requisition  ;  and 
three  battalions  of  Grenadiers,  six  battalions  of  Infantry, 
with  one  company  of  Chasseurs,  shall  be  in  a  condition  to 
pass  in  review  before  his  Britannick  Majesty's  Commissary 
on  the  14th  of  February,  and  shall  begin  to  march  on  the 
day  following,  the  15th  o(  February,  for  the  place  of  em- 
barkation ;  the  rest  shall  be  ready  in  four  weeks  after,  if 
possible,  and  march  in  like  manner. 

This  body  of  troops  shall  not  be  separated,  unless  reasons 
of  war  require  it,  but  shall  remain  under  the  orders  of  the 
General  to  whom  his  Most  Serene  Highness  has  intrusted 
the  command ;  and  the  second  division  shall  be  conducted 
to  the  same  place  only  where  the  first  shall  actually  be,  if 
not  contrary  to  the  plan  of  operations. 

IV.  Each  battalion  of  this  body  of  troops  shall  be  pro- 
vided with  two  pieces  of  field  artillery,  with  the  officers, 
gunners,  and  other  pei-sons,  and  the  train  thereunto  belong- 
ing, if  his  Majesty  is  desirous  of  it. 

V.  Towards  defraying  the  expenses  in  which  the  Most 
Serene  Landgrave  shall  be  engaged,  for  the  arming  and  put- 
ting in  condition  the  said  corps  of  twelve  thousand  men,  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  promises  to  pay  to  his 
Serene  Highness  for  each  foot  soldier  thirty  crowns  Banco, 
levy  money,  as  well  for  the  Infantry  as  for  the  Chasseurs  or 
Artillery,  if  there  should  be  any,  the  sum  total  of  which  shall 
be  ascertained  according  to  the  number  of  men  composing 
this  corps,  and  as  they  have  been  reckoned  in  former  alli- 
ances. 

The  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  crowns 
Banco,  valued  as  in  the  following  Article,  shall  be  paid  on 
account  of  this  levy  money,  on  the  10th  o(  February,  and 
the  residue  shall  be  paid  when  the  second  division  of  this 
corps  shall  begin  their  march. 

VI.  In  all  the  former  Treaties  a  certain  number  of  yeai-s 
is  stipulated  for  their  duration  ;  but  in  the  present,  his  Bri- 
tannick Majesty,  choosing  rather  not  to  engage  himself  for 
any  longer  time  than  he  shall  have  occasion  for  these  troops, 
consents,  instead  thereof,  that  the  subsidy  shall  be  double, 
from  the  day  of  the  signature  of  this  Treaty  to  its  expira- 
tion :  that  is  to  say,  that  it  shall  amount  for  this  body  of 
twelve  thousand  men  to  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  crowns  Banco  per  annum,  the  crown  reckoned  at 
fifty-three  sols  of  Holland,  or  at  four  shillings  and  nine  pence 
three  farthings  English  money ;  and  that  the  subsidy  shall 
continue  upon  this  foot  during  all  the  time  that  this  body  of 
troops  shall  remain  in  British  pay.  His  Britannick  Majesty 
engages,  also,  to  give  notice  to  the  Most  Serene  Landgrave 
of  its  determination  twelve  months  or  a  whole  year  before 
it  shall  take  place,  which  notice  shall  not  even  be  given  be- 
fore this  body  of  troops  is  returned,  and  actually  arrived  in 
the  Dominions  of  the  said  Prince,  namely,  in  Hesse,  pro- 
periy  so  called.  His  Majesty  shall  continue  equally  to  this 
corps  the  pay  and  other  emoluments  for  the  remainder  of 
the  month  in  which  it  shall  repass  the  frontiers  o(  Hesse ; 
and  his  Most  Serene  Highness  reserves  to  himself,  on  his 
side,  the  liberty  of  recalling  his  troops  at  the  end  of  four 
years,  if  they  are  not  sent  back  before,  or  to  agree  with  his 
Britannick  Majesty  at  the  end  of  that  time  for  another  tenn. 
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VII.  With  regard  to  the  pay  and  treatment,  as  well  ordi- 
nary as  extraordinary,  of  the  said  ti-oops,  tliey  shall  be  put 
on  the  same  foot  in  all  respects  witli  the  National  British 
Troops ;  and  his  Majesty's  Department  of  War  shall  deliver 
without  delay  to  that  of  his  Most  Serene  Highness  an  exact 
and  faithful  state  of  the  pay  and  treatment  enjoyed  by  those 
troops ;  which  pay  and  treatment,  in  consideration  that  his 
JNlost  Serene  Highness  could  not  put  this  corps  in  a  condi- 
tion to  march  in  so  short  a  time  without  extraordinary  ex- 
penses, shall  commence  for  the  first  division  on  the  first  of 
February,  and  for  the  second  seven  days  before  it  shall  begin 
to  marcl),  and  shall  be  paid  into  the  military  chest  of  Hesse, 
without  any  abatement  or  deduction,  to  be  distributed  ac- 
cording to  the  arrangements  which  shall  be  made  for  that 
purpose ;  and  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling 
shall  be  advanced  immediately  on  account  of  the  said  pay. 

VIII.  If  it  should  happen,  unfortunately,  that  any  Regi- 
ment or  Company  of  the  said  corps  should  be  ruined  or 
destroyed,  either  by  accidents  or  the  sea,  or  otherwise,  in 
the  whole  or  in  part,  or  that  the  pieces  of  artillery,  or  other 
effects  with  which  they  shall  be  provided,  should  be  taken  by 
the  enemy  or  lost  on  the  sea,  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Great 
BritatJi  shall  cause  to  be  paid  the  expenses  of  the  necessary 
recruits,  as  well  as  the  price  of  the  said  field-pieces  and  ef- 
fects, in  order  forthwith  to  reinstate  the  artillery  and  the  said 
Regiments  or  Companies  ;  and  the  said  recruits  shall  be 
settled  likewise  on  the  foot  of  those  which  were  furnished  to 
the  Hessian  officers  by  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  1702,  arti- 
cle fifth,  to  the  end  that  the  corps  may  be  always  preserved 
and  sent  back  in  as  good  a  state  as  it  was  delivered  in.  The 
recruits  annually  necessary  shall  be  sent  to  the  English 
Commissary,  disciplined  and  completely  equipped,  at  the 
place  of  embarkation,  at  such  time  as  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jesty shall  appoint. 

IX.  In  Europe  his  Majesty  shall  make  use  of  this  body 
of  troops  by  land,  wherever  he  shall  judge  proper;  but 
North-America  is  the  only  country  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
globe  where  this  body  of  troops  shall  be  employed.  They 
shall  not  serve  on  the  sea,  and  they  shall  enjoy  in  all  things, 
without  any  restriction  whatsoever,  the  same  pay  and  emolu- 
ments as  are  enjoyed  by  the  English  Troops. 

X.  In  case  the  most  Serene  Landgrave  should  be  attacked 
or  disturbed  in  the  possession  of  his  Dominions,  his  Bri- 
tannick Majesty  promises  and  engages  to  give  him  all  the 
succour  that  it  shall  be  in  his  power  to  afford,  which  succour 
shall  be  continued  to  him  until  he  shall  have  obtained  an 
entire  security  and  just  indemnification  ;  as  the  Most  Se- 
rene Landgrave  promises  likewise,  on  his  part,  that  in  case 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britai7i  is  attacked  or  dis- 
turbed in  his  Kingdoms,  Dominions,  Lands,  Provinces,  or 
Towns,  he  will  give  him  in  like  manner  all  the  succour  that  it 
shall  be  in  his  power  to  afford,  which  succour  shall  likewise 
be  continued  to  him  until  he  shall  have  obtained  a  good  and 
advantageous  peace. 

XI.  In  order  to  render  this  alliance  and  union  the  more 
perfect,  and  to  leave  no  doubt  with  the  parties  about  the 
certainty  of  the  succour  which  they  have  to  expect  by  virtue 
of  this  Treaty,  it  is  expressly  agreed  that  to  judge  for  the 
future,  whether  the  case  of  this  alliance  and  the  stipulated 
succour  exist  or  not,  it  shall  suffice  that  either  of  the  parties 
is  actually  attacked  by  force  of  arms,  without  his  having  first 
used  open  force  against  him  who  attacks  him. 

XII.  The  sick  of  the  Hessian  Corps  shall  remain  under 
the  care  of  their  physicians,  surgeons,  and  other  persons 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  under  the  orders  of  the  General 
commanding  the  corps  of  that  nation,  and  everything  shall 
be  allowed  them  that  his  Majesty  allows  to  his  own  troops. 

XIII.  All  the  Hessian  desertere  slrall  be  faithfully  given 
up,  wherever  they  shall  be  discovered  in  the  places  depen- 
dant on  his  Britannick  Majesty;  and,  above  all,  as  far  as  it 
is  possible,  no  person  whatever  of  that  nation  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  establish  himself  in  America  without  the  consent 
of  his  Sovereign. 

XIV.  All  the  transports  for  the  troops,  as  well  for  the 
men  as  for  the  effects,  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  his  Bri- 
tannick Majesty;  and  none  belonging  to  the  said  corps  shall 
pay  any  postage  of  any  letters,  iu  consideration  of  the  dis- 
tance of  the  places. 

XV.  The  Treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  high  contracting 
parties,  and  the  ratifications  thereof  shall  be  exchanged  as 
soon  as  possible. 


In  witness  whereof  we,  the  undersigned,  furnished  with 
the  full  powers  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
on  one  part,  and  of  his  Most  Serene  Highness  the  Reigning 
Liindgrave  of  Hesse  Casscl  on  the  other  part,  have  signed  the 
present  Treaty,  and  have  caused  the  seals  of  our  antis  to 
be  put  thereto. 

Done  at  Cassel,  the  15th  oi  January,  in  the  year  1776. 
William  Faucitt,     [l.  s.] 
M.  De  Schlieffen,  [l.  s.] 

Translation  of  a  Treaty  between  his  Majesty  and  the  He- 
reditary Frince  of  Hesse  Cassel,  Bcigning  Count  of 
Hanau,  &fc.  Signed  at  Hanau,  tlie  5th  of  February, 
1776. 

Be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  Great  Britain,  having  judged  proper  to 
accept  a  body  of  Infimtiy  of  the  Troops  of  his  Most  Serene 
Highness  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Hesse  Cassel,  reigning 
Count  of  Hanau,  &.C.,  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
Great  Britain,  the  high  contracting  parties  have  given 
orders  for  this  purpose  to  their  respective  Ministers :  that  is 
to  say,  his  Britannick  Majesty  to  Colonel  fJ'tlliam  Faucitt, 
Captain  of  the  Guards,  and  the  Most  Serene  Hereditary 
Prince  of  Hesse  Cassel  to  his  Minister  and  Privy  Counsel- 
lor Frederick  De  Malsbourg,  who,  after  the  exchange  of 
their  respective  full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following 
Articles : 

Art.  1.  The  said  most  Serene  Prince  yields  to  his  Bri- 
tannick Majesty  a  body  of  Infantry  of  six  hundred  and 
sixty  inen,  which  shall  be  at  the  entire  disposition  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain. 

Art.  II.  The  Most  Serene  Prince  engages  to  equip  com- 
pletely this  corps  ;  and  that  it  shall  be  ready  to  march  the 
20th  of  the  month  of  March  next,  at  farthest.  The  said 
corps  shall  pass  in  review  before  his  Majesty's  Commissary 
at  Hanau,  if  that  can  be  done,  or  at  some  other  place  as 
opportunity  shall  offer. 

Art.  III.  The  Most  Serene  Prince  engages  to  furnish 
the  recruits  annually  necessary.  These  recruits  shall  be 
delivered  to  his  Britannick  Majesty's  Commissary,  disci- 
plined and  completely  equipped.  His  Most  Serene  High- 
ness will  do  his  utmost  that  the  whole  may  arrive  at  the 
place  of  their  embarkation  at  the  time  his  Majesty  shall  fix 
upon. 

Art.  IV.  The  service  of  his  Britannick  Majesty,  and 
preservation  of  the  troops,  requiring  equally  that  the  com- 
manding officei-s  and  subalterns  should  be  perfectly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  service,  his  Most  Serene  Highness  will  take 
proper  care  in  the  choice  of  them. 

Art.  V.  The  Most  Serene  Prince  engages  to  put  this 
corps  on  the  best  footing  possible ;  and  none  shall  be  ad- 
mitted into  it  but  persons  proper  for  campaign  service,  and 
acknowledged  as  such  by  his  Britannick  Majesty's  Com- 
missary. 

Art.  VI.  This  corps  shall  be  furnished  with  tents,  and 
all  necessary  equipage. 

Art.  VII.  The  King  grants  to  this  corps  the  ordinary 
and  extraordinary  pay,  as  well  as  all  the  advantages  in 
forage,  provisions,  winter-quarters,  and  refreshments.  Sic, 
&c.,  enjoyed  by  the  Royal  Troops ;  and  the  most  Serene 
Prince  engages  to  let  this  corps  enjoy  all  the  emoluments  of 
pay  that  his  Britannick  Majesty  allows  them  ;  the  sick  and 
wounded  of  the  said  corps  shall  be  taken  care  of  in  the 
King's  Hospitals,  and  shall  be  treated  in  this  respect  as  his 
Britannick  Majesty's  Troops ;  and  the  wounded,  not  in  a 
condition  to  serve,  shall  be  transported  into  Europe,  and 
sent  back  into  their  own  country,  at  the  expense  of  the 
King. 

Art.  VIII.  There  shall  be  paid  to  his  Most  Serene  High- 
ness, under  the  title  of  levy  money,  for  each  foot  soldier 
thirty  crowns  Banco — the  crown  reckoned  at  fifty-three 
sols  of  Holland ;  one  half  of  this  levy  money  shall  be  paid 
six  weeks  after  the  signature  of  the  Treaty,  and  the  other 
half  three  months  and  a  half  after  the  signature. 

Art.  IX.  According  to  custom,  three  wounded  men  shall 
be  reckoned  as  one  killed.  A  man  killed  shall  be  paid  for 
at  the  rate  of  the  levy  money.  If  it  shall  happen  that  any 
company  of  the  corps  should  be  entirely  mined  or  destroyed, 
the  King  will  pay  the  expense  of  the  necessary  recruits  to 
re-establish  this  corps. 

Art..X.  The  Most  Serene  Prince  reserves  to  himself 
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the  nomination  to  the  vacant  employments,  as  also  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  ;  moreover,  his  Britannick  Majesty 
will  cause  orders  to  be  given  to  the  commander  of  the  army 
in  which  this  corps  shall  serve,  not  to  exact  any  extraordi- 
nary services,  or  such  as  are  beyond  their  proportion  with 
the  rest  of  the  army  ;  and  when  they  shall  serve  with  die 
English  troops,  or  with  other  auxiliaries,  the  officers  shall 
command  (as  the  mililaiy  service  requires  of  itself)  accord- 
ing to  their  military  rank  and  the  seniority  of  their  commis- 
sions, without  making  any  distinction  of  what  corps  the 
troops  may  be  with  which  they  may  serve.  This  corps  shall 
take  the  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  his  Britannick  Majesty,  with- 
out prejudice  to  diat  they  have  taken  to  their  Sovereign. 

Art.  XL  Their  pay  shall  commence  fifteen  days  before 
the  march  of  this  body  of  troops ;  and  from  the  time  the 
troops  shall  have  quitted  their  quarters,  in  order  to  repair  to 
the  place  of  their  destination,  all  the  expenses  of  march  and 
transport,  as  well  as  the  future  return  of  the  troops  into 
their  own  country,  shall  be  at  the  charge  of  his  Britannick 
Majesty. 

Art.  XII.  His  Britamiick  Majesty  will  grant  to  the 
Most  Serene  Prince,  during  all  the  time  that  this  body  of 
troops  shall  be  in  the  pay  of  his  Majesty,  an  annual  subsidy 
of  twenty-five  thousand  and  fifty  crowns  Banco.  His  Ma- 
jesty shall  cause  notice  of  the  cessation  of  the  aforesaid  sub- 
sidy to  be  given  a  whole  year  before  it  shall  cease  to  be 
paid :  provided  that  this  notice  shall  not  be  given  till  after 
the  return  of  the  troops  into  the  Dominions  of  his  Most  Se- 
rene Highness.  This  Treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  high 
contracting  parties,  and  the  ratifications  thereof  shall  be  ex- 
changed as  soon  as  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned,  in  virtue  of  our 
full  powers,  have  signed  the  present  Treaty,  and  have  thereto 
put  the  seals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Hanau,  the  5th  oi  February,  1776. 

William  Faucitt,  [l.  s.] 

Frederick  B°  de  Malsbocrg,  [l.  s.J 


Thursday,  February  29,  1776. 

Lord  North  moved.  That  the  copy  of  the  Treaty  be- 
tween his  Majesty  and  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel, 
signed  at  Cassel,  the  15th  of  January,  1776,  and  Transla- 
tion, be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to 
whom  it  is  referred  to  consider  further  of  the  Supply  granted 
to  his  Majesty. 

He  urged  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  and  the  great  ef- 
fects he  expected  from  it.  He  said,  no  questions  could  arise 
upon  it  but  three,  all  of  which  were  too  plain  to  require 
much  elucidation.  Whether  the  troops  proposed  to  be 
hired  were  wanted?  Whether  the  terms  on  which  they 
were  procured,  were  advantageous?  and,  Whether  the  force 
was  such  as  might  be  deemed  fully  adequate  to  effect  the 
operations  for  which  it  was  intended  ?  As  to  the  first  point, 
he  said  that  reducing  America  to  a  proper  constitutional 
state  of  obedience  being  the  great  object  of  Parliament,  the 
best  and  most  speedy  means  of  effecting  so  desirable  a  pur- 
pose was  the  motive  which  induced  Administration  to  adopt 
the  measure,  because  men  could  be  readier  had,  and  upon 
much  cheaper  terms  in  this  way  than  we  could  possibly 
recruit  them-  at  home.  On  the  second,  he  observed,  that 
not  only  in  the  view  of  comparative  cheapness  with  home 
levies,  but  as  referring  to  former  times,  the  present  troops 
would  cost  us  less  than  (taking  all  the  circumstances  toge- 
ther) we  could  have  expected.  And,  lastly,  that  the  force 
which  this  measure  would  enable  us  to  send  to  America 
would  be  such  as,  in  all  human  probability,  must  compel 
that  country  to  agree  to  terms  of  submission,  perhaps  with- 
out any  further  effusion  of  blood. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  reprobated  the  measure  in  all  its 
parts.  He  observed,  that  the  present  was  the  first  alarming 
consequence  of  the  American  war.  Britain  was  to  be  dis- 
graced in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe ;  she  was  to  be  impover- 
ished ;  nay,  what  was,  if  possible,  worse,  she  was  compelled 
to  apply  to  two  petty  German  States  in  the  most  mortifying 
and  humiliating  manner,  and  submit  to  indignities  never 
before  prescribed  to  a  crowned  head  presiding  over  a  pow- 
erful and  opulent  kingdom.  1.  The  troops  were  to  enter 
into  pay  before  they  began  to  march — a  thing  never  known 
before.  2.  Levy  money  was  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  near 
seven  pounds  ten  shillings  a  man.     3.  Not  satisfied  with 


this,  those  petty  Princes  were  to  be  subsidized.  4.  They 
have  had  the  modesty  to  insist  on  a  double  subsidy.  5. 
The  subsidy  is  to  be  continued  for  two  years  in  one  instance, 
and  one  year  in  the  other,  after  the  troops  have  returned  to 
their  respective  countries.  And,  lastly,  a  body  of  twelve 
thousand  foreigners  are  to  be  introduced  into  the  dominions 
of  the  British  Crown,  under  no  control  of  either  King  or 
Parliament ;  for  the  exjjress  words  of  the  treaty  are,  "  that 
this  body  of  troops  [Hessians]  shall  remain  under  the  com- 
mand of  their  General,  to  whom  his  Most  Serene  Highness 
has  intrusted  the  command." 

Mr.  Cornwall  assured  the  House  that  he  had  a  better 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  means  of  treating  with  German 
Princes,  and  of  procuring  troops,  than  any  man  in  it.  That 
his  situation  for  many  years,  as  Clerk  in  the  German  Pay- 
Office  last  war,  gave  him  this  opportunity  ;  and  that  he  was 
astonished  to  hear  any  gentleman,  conversant  with  German 
connections,  call  the  present  terms  disadvantageous.  He 
contended  that  the  two  months  previous  pay  allowed  to  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick,  was  no  more  than  a  douceur ;  and  in- 
sisted that  they  were  all  had  on  lower  terms  than  was  ever 
known  before,  especially  if  the  business  should  he  effected 
within  the  year,  of  which  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt. 

Lord  Imham.  I  am  to  ask  your  pardon  for  appearing  so 
solicitous  to  give  you  my  sentiments  just  at  this  period  of 
time ;  but  it  is  to  answer  the  honourable  gentleman  of  the 
Treasury  Bench,  who  is,  I  know,  a  perfect  master  of  the 
German  affairs,  and  to  submit  to  him,  in  this  stage  of  the 
business,  my  doubts  as  to  the  competency  of  the  Landgrave 
of  Hesse  and  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  to  make  such  treaties 
as  are  now  under  our  consideration.  That  gentleman  knows 
that  before  the  peace  of  Westphalia  the  feudatories  of  the 
empire  had  no  confirmed  legal  right  to  engage,  without 
leave  of  the  Emperour,  in  offensive  and  defensive  alliances 
with  foreign  Princes,  which  might  require  sending  troops 
*out  of  the  empire.  But  the  weakness  of  the  House  of  ^ws- 
tria,  and  the  dread  of  the  Swedish  arms,  obtained,  after  a 
long  discussion,  that  extraordinary  privilege,  on  the  pretence 
of  the  interest  of  religion,  and  the  inability  of  the  head  of  the 
empire,  from  being  often  engaged  in  war  with  the  Turks, 
to  defend  the  frontiers,  which  made  such  a  concession  bene- 
ficial to  the  empire ;  always  presuming  that  the  troops  of 
those  Princes  so  contracting  should,  in  case  of  the  empire 
being  attacked,  return  to  its  defence,  as  the  allegiance  of 
those  Princes  to  the  Emperour  and  empire  of  Germany,  by 
the  nature  of  their  feudal  tenure,  especially  required.  Now, 
sir,  if  this  is  the  true  state  of  the  privilege  those  Princes  now 
enjoy,  can  it  be  fairly  inferred  imm  thence  that  they  can, 
merely  for  lucre  and  pecuniary  considerations,  transport 
their  vassals  to  the  East  or  West-Indies,  nine  parts  in  ten  of 
whom  will  hardly  ever  return  ?  and  thus,  by  depopulating 
their  territories,  deprive  their  Lord  paramount  of  the  succour 
which  he  has  a  right  to  expect  from  them,  and  of  the  ad- 
vantage which  an  inhabited  and  settled  territory  affords,  in 
comparison  of  one  stripped  of  all  the  men  able  to  bear  arms  ; 
to  support  a  cause  in  no  shape  whatever  connected  with  the 
empire,  and  which  must  render  it  vile  and  dishonourable  in 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  as  a  nursery  of  men  reserved  for  the 
purposes  of  supporting  arbitrary  power,  whenever  grasped 
at  by  those  who  have  more  money,  though  not  more  justice 
and  virtue,  than  the  others  whom  they  can  pay  for  oppres- 
sing. I  shall  say  little  to  the  feelings  of  those  Princes  who 
can  sell  their  subjects  for  such  purposes.  We  have  read  of 
the  humourist  Sancho's  wish :  that,  if  he  were  a  Prince,  all 
his  subjects  should  be  blackamoors,  as  he  could,  by  the 
sale  of  them,  easily  turn  them  into  ready  money :  but  that 
wish,  however  it  might  appear  ridiculous  and  unbecoming  a 
Sovereign,  is  much  more  innocent  than  a  Prince's  availing 
himself  of  his  vassals  for  the  purpose  of  sacrificing  them  in 
such  destructive  wars,  where  he  has  the  additional  crime  of 
making  them  destroy  much  better  and  nobler  beings  than 
themselves.  As  to  the  defensive  part  of  the  treaty,  which 
is  looked  upon  as  of  no  consequence,  on  supposition  that  we 
shall  never  be  called  upon  to  fulfil  it, — I  beg  leave  to  insist 
on  the  contrary  position  ;  for  the  Emperour  may  not  only 
show  his  resentment  of  this  proceeding  of  his  vassals,  by  a 
military  execution  in  their  territories,  but  may  thereby  give 
them  a  right  to  call  upon  us  for  that  indemnification  in  mo- 
ney, which  is  the  only  means  in  our  power  for  making  them 
amends,  and  to  which  we  are  by  these  treaties  bound.  Be- 
sides, the  King  of  Prussia,  who  is  at  tiieir  door,  will  infalli- 


279 


TREATIES  FOR  THE  HIRE  OF  TROOPS  TO  ACT  AGAINST  AMERICA. 


280 


bly  seize  lliis  opportunity  of  making  us  pay  the  six  hundred 
thousand  (jounds,  which  he  pretends  we  wronged  him  of  at 
the  close  of  the  last  war.  It  will,  therefore,  be  very  proper 
for  Administration,  and  much  more  for  the  House,  to  consider 
that  it  would  be  a  great  addition  to  the  expense,  which,  from 
the  complexion  of  the  House,  I  am  afraid  we  are  going  to  in- 
cur, by  approving  of  those  treaties  now  under  consideration  ; 
which  treaties  I  look  upon  as  highly  inexpedient  and  disho- 
nourable to  the  nation,  and  to  which,  therefore,  as  a  member 
of  this  House,  I  shall  give  every  opposition  in  uiy  power. 

Mr.  Seymour  compared  the  present  with  the  former  trea- 
ties with  German  and  other  Princes,  whom  we  had  former- 
ly subsidized,  and  defied  Mr.  Cornwall  to  produce  a  single 
instance  in  wliich  the  same  number  of  men,  within  the  same 
time,  had  cost  the  nation  so  much  money. 

Mr.  D.  Hartley.     In  the  course  of  our  debates  upon 
American  measures,  I  frequently  hear  the  terms  of  Rebellion 
and  Rebels  made  use  of,  which  I  shall  never  adopt :  not 
only  because  I  would  avoid  every  term  of  acrimony  which 
might  increase  the  ill-blood  between  us  and  our  fellow-sub- 
jects in  America,  but  likewise,  thinking  as  I  do  that  the 
Ministry  of  this  country  have  been,  in  every  stage,  the  ag- 
gressors, I  never  will,  as  a  Whig  of  Revolution  principles, 
confound  terms  so  fundamentally  the  reverse  to  eacli  other, 
as  defensive  resistance  in  the  support  of  constitutional  rights, 
with  unprovoked  and  active  treason.     The  Colonies  have 
been  condemned  unheard.     If  you  would  have  condescend- 
ed to  have  heard  their  petition,  you  would  have  found  that 
all  they  requested  has  been  to  be  restored  to  the  happy 
state  of  harmony,  tranquillity,  and  constitutional  dependance, 
existing  in   1763.     Those  Ministers  who  have  so  madly 
driven  them  on  to  unavoidable  resistance,  must  be  answer- 
able to  their  country  for  all  future  consequences.     I  wish  to 
enter  my  protest,  once  for  all,  that  I  shall  always  think  that 
our  American  fellow-subjects  have  been  driven  to  resistance 
in  their  own  defence,  and  in  support  of  those  very  claims ' 
for  which  we  ourselves  have  successfully  taken  up  arms  in 
former  times,  to  rescue  us  from  the  violence  and  tyrannical 
pretensions  of  the  House  of  Stuart.     These  rights  are  the 
giving  and  granting  freely  our  own  property,  and  the  secu- 
rity of  charters.     Let  us  do  to  them  as  we  have  done  for 
ourselves,  and  it  is  all  that  they  ask.     I  am  convinced  that 
the  nation  will  some  day  or  other  see  the  justice  of  their 
cause,'when  the  anger  of  the  present  unfortunate  disputes  is 
a  little  abated,  and  when  many  misrepresentations,  which 
are   studiously  circulated    by  Ministry,  are   cleared  away. 
Therefore,  sir,  for  the  present  I  will  suspend  this  part  of  the 
argument,  and  confine  my  objections  to  this  measure  of  the 
foreign  troops ;  to  the  impolicy  and  impracticability  of  the 
measures ;  being  always  understood  that  I  have  entered  my 
protest  against  their  injustice.     Sir,  the  publick  have  been 
artfully  and  imperceptibly  led  into  these  measures.     We 
were  told,  at  first,  that  the  discontents  were  only  adopted 
by  ^  few  factious  persons  in  America,  that  the  body  ol  the 
people  were  totally  averse  to  these  measures  of  resistance, 
and  that  a  very  little  exertion  from  this  country,  and  a  very 
inconsiderable  expense,  would  restore  the  publick  tranquil- 
lity.    Many  of  us  on  this  side  of  the  House  have,  from  time 
to  time,  endeavoured  to  uncover  these  fallacies,  having  too 
truly  foreseen  and  foretold  the  endless  ill  consequences  of 
the  Ministerial  plans  in  America.     I  myself  told  you,  sir,  in 
this  very  place,  not  many  months  ago,  from  very  certain  in- 
formation, that  America  would  not  only  not  recede  upon 
the  articles  of  arbitrary  taxation  and  surrender  of  charters, 
but  that  they  would  turn  out,  before  last  midsummer,  a  body 
of  fifty  thousand  men  in  arms.     This  prediction  was  at  that 
time  treated  by  the  House  with  laughter,  yet  it  has  proved 
but  too  true.     What  confidence  can  we  then  have  for  the 
future  in  Ministers  who  are  so  grossly  ignorant  and  deceiv- 
ed, or  who  conceal  the  true  state  of  things  from  this  House 
and  the  publick,  perhaps  with  no  better  view  than  to  trepan 
them  insidiously,  and  by  gradual  steps,  into  the  support  of 
their  own  desperate  and  sanguinary  designs?     The  publick 
*  revenue  being  a  subject  upon  which  I  have  at  times  bestow- 
ed some  pains,  and  upon  which  I  sometimes  trouble  you,  I 
am  sure  this  House  will  do  me  the  justice  to  recollect,  that  I 
have  incessantly  remonstrated  against  the  enormity  of  the 
expense  which  these  measures  would  entail,  even  to  the 
hazard  of  publick  bankruptcy,  if  foreign  war  should  overtake 
us  upon  the  heels  of  this  civil  contest.     The  Ministry,  in 
whom  a  majority  of  this  House  seem  to  put  unbounded  con- 


fidence, have,  for  a  time,  smothered  these  mischiefs ;  they 
have  kept  all  matters  of  expense  out  of  sight,  and  endea- 
voured to  lull  the  publick  to  inattention,  hy  conveying  to 
them  that  very  little  matters  would  do.  No  such  words  as 
taxing  and  funding  have  even  been  whispered ;  but  taxing 
and  funding  must  come,  and  that  soon,  too.  You  cannot 
do  this  very  year  without.  1  have  again  and  again  stated  to 
this  House,  and  to  the  noble  Ijord,  that  the  debts  and  expen- 
ses incurred,  and  such  as  will  be  incurred  in  this  very  year's 
campaign,  cannot  come  to  a  less  sum  than  ten  millions. 
The  army  extraordinaries,  and  the  navy  debt  incurred  in  the 
last  year,  must  be  enormous.  Those  which  will  further  be  in- 
curred in  the  present  year  must  be  immense.  Let  the  noble 
Lord  deal  ingenuously  with  the  publick,  and,  by  the  assistance 
of  all  his  lights,  let  him  inform  the  House  what  expenses  he 
is  providing  for  them.  Does  he  intend  to  lay  any  new  tax 
this  year?  Does  he  pay  off  any  of  the  navy  debt?  Does 
he  intend  to  propose  the  payment  of  the  civil  list,  with  an 
augmentation  to  the  establishment  of  it?  What  will  the 
noble  Lord  state  as  the  probable  expense  of  the  intended 
campaign  ?  Let  the  country  gentlemen  know  what  endless 
expenses  they  are  to  encounter.  There  are  some  gentlemen 
who  have  professed  that  they  enter  into  this  war  to  obtain 
a  revenue  from  America,  but  still  not  at  all  price.  Gold 
may  be  bougiit  too  dear :  if  they  are  to  pay  a  hundred  years 
purchase  for  the  possibility  of  a  revenue  from  America,  who 
would  give  that  price  even  for  a  certainty  ?  But  it  is  con- 
tended that  all  this  armament  is  only  a  mode  of  making 
peace  with  dignity ;  that  the  Americans  will  be  awed  into 
submission,  and  that  Commissioners  are  to  grant  pardons 
and  to  make  peace.  This  is  the  insidious  pretext  of  the 
present  year :  for  what  powers  are  given  to  the  Commis- 
sioners ?  None,  but  to  grant  pardons,  if  the  Americans  will 
lay  down  their  arms,  upon  unconditional  submission.  This 
is  an  insult  both  upon  them  and  upon  us.  Did  they  take 
up  arms  to  obtain  pardon,  or  to  obtain  redress  of  grievances  ? 
You  have  condemned  them  unheard,  you  have  subverted 
all  their  civil  rights,  you  pensioned  their  Judges,  you  garble 
their  Juries,  you  control  the  free  debates  of  their  Assem- 
blies, you  confiscate  their  Charters,  you  take  their  property 
by  violence  from  them  ;  and  when  they  petition  or  com- 
plain, you  tell  them  that  these  are  pretended  grievances : 
yet  these  are  the  grievances  which  they  seek  redress  of 
under  arms.  Give  them  redress,  and  they  will  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  gladly  receive  pardon  and  general  oblivion. 
If  Parliament  had  enabled  the  Commissioners  to  offer  redress 
of  grievances,  I  should  not  have  called  the  appointment  of 
them  a  mere  pretext ;  but  you  have  expressly  tied  their 
hands.  Neither  can  the  Americans  put  any  trust  in  any 
supposed  intentions  of  the  Ministry  for  peace.  General 
Burgoyne  says,  in  his  letter  to  General  Lee,  that  after 
what  has  passed,  the  Americam  may  rest  in  full  confidence 
that  this  country  would  never  think  of  taxing  them  again ; 
and,  indeed,  that  inference  would  seem  reasonable,  if  we 
did  not  hear  the  contrary  asserted  and  supported  almost  in 
every  day's  debate  in  this  House,  and  particularly  by  the 
noble  Lord  who  has  lately  been  advanced  to  die  head  of 
the  American  Department. 

The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  seldom  holds 
the  same  language  and  opinion  long  together.  Sometimes 
he  is  ready  to  dispense  with  taxation,  and  wishes  to  God 
that  all  things  were  restored  to  the  state  of  1763.  If  he 
has  personally  any  dispositions  to  moderation  and  lenient 
measures  more  than  his  colleagues,  he  is  at  least  overruled. 
But  the  noble  Lord  of  the  American  Department  has  inva- 
riably declared  upon  principle,  that  a  total  and  uncondi- 
tional submission,  an  entire  surrender  of  their  property  and 
Charters,  are,  with  him,  the  indispensable  preliminaries  of 
any  treaty  of  peace.  I  have  myself  troubled  the  House 
this  very  session  with  some  propositions  of  pacification, 
offering  security  to  the  Colonies  upon  the  articles  of  taxa- 
tion and  Chartei-s,  which  have  been  refused  upon  principle, 
expressly  argued  in  the  debate  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry, 
that  they  would  not,  in  the  least  degree,  recede  from  their 
terms  of  unconditional  submission  to  be  enforced  by  the 
sword.  Then  away  with  these  pretexts  1  It  is  clear  enough 
that  they  mean  nothing  but  destruction  and  bloodshed,  and 
to  act  over  a^ain  the  mockery  of  what  was  last  year  called 
the  Conciliatory  Proposition.  You  sent  orders  to  dip  the 
sword  in  American  blood  before  that  proposition,  insidious 
as  it  was,  could  be  offered  to  any  Assembly  upon  the  con- 
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tinent.  This  year,  again,  your  pretext  is  a  pretended  com- 
mission to  offer  peace,  at  the  same  time  tying  up  the  hands 
of  the  Commissioners  from  making  any  offer  but  of  uncondi- 
tional submission,  with  an  army  of  foreign  mercenaries  sent 
close  upon  their  heels,  to  lay  waste  the  whole  country  with 
fire  and  sword.  Sir,  my  opposition  to  this  unjust  American 
war  is  so  total  and  absolute  against  every  part  of  it,  that  I 
hardly  know  in  what  terms  to  express  my  aversion  to  any 
one  part  more  than  to  every  other ;  yet  I  think,  sir,  if  there 
could  remain  any  measure  exceeding  every  preceding  one 
in  disgrace  and  barbarity,  it  is  this  of  introducing  foreign 
troops.  The  first  shedding  of  civil  blood  was  wantonly 
precipitated  by  Ministerial  orders  last  year,  even  before  the 
pretended  plan  of  reconciliation  could  bo  proposed  to  any 
Assembly  on  the  continent ;  therefore  the  first  blood  lies  at 
your  door.  Notwithstanding  this  provocation  of  bloodshed, 
the  Americans  tell  you  in  their  Declaration,  as  a  proof  of 
the  sincerity  of  their  desire  for  peace,  that  "  they  have  not 
called  in  the  rivals  of  your  grandeur,"  justly  claiming  the 
merit  of  forbearance  under  such  provocation  and  distress. 
Mark  the  reward  which  we  give  them  for  their  forbearance: 
their  Petition  is  rejected  unheard,  and  the  Minister  tells  the 
Parliament,  in  the  King's  speech,  that  it  is  with  "satisfac- 
tion" that  his  Majesty  has  received  friendly  offers  of  foreign 
assistance;  to  which  this  House  has  given  for  answer,  that 
they  would  "cheerfully"  enable  his  Majesty  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  offer.  An  American  Congress  have  held  such  a 
measure  in  abhorrence ;  a  British  Pariiament  have  adopted 
it  with  "cheerfulness."  You  have  now  set  them  the  exam- 
ple, and  perhaps,  by  the  very  act,  made  it  unavoidably  ne- 
cessary for  them  to  adopt  the  same  fatal  measure  in  their 
own  defence.  I  call  it  a  fatal  measure ;  because,  when 
foreign  powers  are  once  introduced  in  this  dispute,  all  pos- 
sibility of  reconciliation  and  return  to  our  former  connection 
is  totally  cut  off.  You  have  given  a  justification  to  the 
Americans  by  your  "example,  if  they  call  in  the  assistance 
of  foreign  powers.  Let  the  Minister  who  has  advised  this 
measure  to  his  Majesty  consider  well  of  the  consequences. 
His  head  as  well  as  his  hand  is  answerable  for  the  treaties — 
I  mean  not  merely  from  the  effect  of  these  foreign  troops  in 
the  American  dispute,  but  from  all  other  consequences  upon 
the  general  security  of  our  situation  with  respect  to  all  foreign 
powers.  We  know  well  with  how  jealous  an  eye  this  coun- 
try is  watched,  and  more  particularly  envied  on  account  of 
the  universal  and  uncontrolled  empire  of  the  British  flag. 
One  such  treaty  should  not  stand  alone.  If  any  foreign 
power  should  attack  us,  we  shall  expect  of  the  Minister 
who  has  advised  these  treaties  for  foreign  forces,  to  be  pre- 
pared with  such  a  system  of  treaties  and  alliances  as  shall 
secure  this  country  from  the  natural  consequences  to  be  ex- 
pected from  such  interference  of  foreigners.  When  you  have 
set  the  example,  you  not  only  justify  Amoica  in  applying 
for  foreign  aid,  but  every  power  whatever  will  think  them- 
selves at  liberty  to  take  such  part  as  may  best  suit  their  own 
convenience.  Upon  the  whole  of  this  measure,  I  think  it 
the  most  disgraceful,  the  most  unjust  and  unnatural,  and  big 
with  the  most  fatal  consequences,  of  any  measure  that  has 
been,  or  could  possibly  be,  adopted  ;  therefore  I  shall  give 
my  most  hearty  negative  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Frederick  Stuart,  (third  son  of  the  Earl  of 
Bute,)  was  for  sanguinary  measures.  He  rested  the  strength 
of  the  nation  chiefly  on  paper  credit,  with  which  he  united 
the  navy  and  commerce.  Paper  credit,  he  said,  effected 
wonders ;  it  was  not  only  a  substitute  for  money,  but  it  was 
better.  While  our  credit  remained  inviolate,  we  shall  never 
want  either  soldiers  or  sailors.  He  insisted  that  America 
had  no  prospect  of  deriving  support  from  any  foreign  power, 
because  she  was  not  able  to  })ay  them  ;  neither  France  nor 
Spain  would  assist  them  unless  well  paid.  America  had 
nothing  but  paper  money,  and  that  would  never  pass  cur- 
rent ;  nothing  but  good  steriing  money  would  answer  their 
purpose,  and  that  she  would  not  be  able  to  procure  so  long 
as  her  trade  and  commerce  were  prevented  or  destroyed  by 
our  navy. 

Captain  James  Luttrell.  I  rise  because  I  think  that  if 
I  am  not  too  young  a  member  to  have  a  sense  of  humanity, 
neither  can  I  be  deemed  too  young  a  member  to  give  my 
voice  as  well  as  my  vote  against  the  oppressive  measures  of 
the  present  Administration.  Nor  can  I  be  awed  by  their 
abilities  or  experience  when  the  state  of  affaire  prove  they 
have  been  so  misapplied  as  to  lose  to  the  Crown  America, 


to  this  country  a  most  valuable  part  of  its  commerce,  and 
which  are  every  day  exerted  in  framing  such  bills  as  may 
more  justly  be  called  death-warrants  to  thousands  of  British 
subjects  than  a  step  towards  regaining  our  lost  Colonies. 
I  flatter  myself,  sir,  that  what  I  shall  say  against  this  war 
will  not  be  thought  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  an  officer; 
for  if  Great  Britain  must  bleed  for  her  injustice  towards 
America,  I  know  my  duty,  and  when  called  upon  should 
not  shrink  from  the  summons ;  but  I  should  hope  when  I 
fell  that  it  was  to  save  some  better  man,  who  might  live  to 
fight  in  a  better  cause.  However,  sir,  I  cannot  reflect  so 
calmly  on  the  destiny  and  possible  fate  of  those  great  and 
distinguished  officers  who  could  scarcely  be  replaced  by 
their  equals,  much  less  by  their  superiors ;  I  therefore  feel 
it  an  additional  reason  to  blame  and  lament  the  rashness  of 
Administration. 

I  form  my  judgment,  sir,  of  America,  not  from  being  a 
member  of  this  House,  but  from  having  passed  many  years 
in  that  country,  where,  because  I  was  an  Englishman,  I 
met  with  a  friendly  reception.  They  gave  me  many  just 
causes  to  respect  them,  and  to  wish  them  well ;  nay,  I 
thought  it  consistent  with  my  duty  so  to  do,  even  though 
I  served  in  men-of-war.  For  I  could  not  at  that  time  fore- 
see we  were  sent  to  protect  America  from  foreign  powers, 
only  that  we  might  become  the  spoilers  of  it  ourselves.  I 
rather  looked  upon  us  as  guardians  to  their  trade,  in  which 
both  countries  had  a  fair  and  a  mutual  advantage.  The 
Americans  have  never  sought  nor  desired  to  be  independent 
of  England.  They  thought  Ministry  misinformed,  therefore 
they  requested  to  be  heard ;  and  however  artfully  they  may 
have  been  deprived  of  that  privilege  before  this  House,  I  do 
respect  it  as  the  grand  judicial  inquest  of  the  nation,  which 
must  be  too  high  and  too  equitable  to  condemn  an  individual 
whhout  a  hearing,  much  less  three  millions  of  subjects.  Yet 
it  is  said  that  Parliament  declared  this  war  against  America  : 
let  who  will  have  done  it,  I  have  seen  enough  of  that  coun- 
try to  think  it  my  duty  to  endeavour  to  express  how  much 
I  am  averse  to  so  iniquitous,  so  impolitick  a  jiersecution. 

I  have  heard,  sir,  that  it  is  necessary  to  destroy  America 
in  order  to  obtain  an  honourable  peace  to  this  commercial 
country.  If  such  great  objects  may  be  compared  to  small 
ones,  I  think  it  would  have  been  as  sound  policy  to  send  to 
Liverpool,  at  the  time  of  the  riot,  to  burn  the  town  and 
destroy  all  the  merchant  ships,  because  a  part  of  their  crew 
had  proved  disobedient  to  the  laws.  But  who  says  the 
Americans  will  not  submit  to  be  governed  by  just  laws  ? 
They  only  say  so  who  firet  broke  through  them,  and  have 
ever  since  been  adding  insult  to  injury.  The  Minister  well 
knew  he  had  offended  all  America ;  and  what  man  is  so 
unlikely  to  put  an  end  to  the  dispute  as  he  who  insists  upon 
being  judge  in  his  own  cause  ?  This  I  do  say  for  the  Ameri- 
cans, because  I  do  believe  it,  that  had  their  real  motives  been 
fairiy  and  impartially  laid  before  this  House,  and  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  been  called  in  as  the  mediators,  not 
the  pereecutors  of  the  people,  all  would  have  ended  well ; 
that  good  faith  which  had  been  wantonly  violated  towards 
the  Colonies  would  have  been  restored  upon  a  more  solid 
and  lasting  foundation,  and  men's  lives  and  properties  been 
safe  at  this  very  hour.  Some  say,  Who  now  are  the  Ame- 
ricans we  can  treat  with  ?  Is  it  every  individual  settler  of 
that  country  ?  Surely  it  would  be  an  endless  work.  Who, 
then,  so  proper  as  those  in  whom  they  place  implicit  faith 
and  confidence,  and  whose  decisions  they  will  abide  by  ? 
Such  are  the  Congress  ;  nor  can  I  think  the  Minister  wishes 
to  pay  the  paltry  compliment  of  a  preference  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Councils  and  Assemblies,  unless  he  can  forget  how 
long  they  were  treated  with  the  most  shameful  contempt 
and  disgrace,  and  that  he  drew  this  fatal  sword  to  prove 
they  did  not  represent  America.  But,  sir,  I  beg  pardon 
for  deviating  so  far  from  the  business  of  the  day  as  to  talk 
of  reconciliation,  peace,  and  commerce ;  for  I  understand 
the  noble  Lord  does  still  persist  be  can,  by  force  of  arms,  re- 
cover the  trade  and  amity  of  the  Colonies.  I  think  they  will 
continue  to  show  us  that  by  such  methods  it  is  impractica- 
ble to  attain  those  ends ;  but  even  were  it  possible  he  should 
succeed,  permit  me  to  say,  (if,  as  a  seaman,  1  may  be  in- 
dulged in  a  professional  comparison,)  I  could  never  ap- 
prove of  that  pilot  who,  when  he  might  have  steered  the 
vessel  through  a  safe  and  pleasant  channel,  directs  hercouree 
amongst  rocks  and  quicksands,  telling  me,  for  my  best  hope, 
that  he  has  ingenuity  enough  to  extricate  her  at  last. 
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Sir,  1  comprehend  tiiat  Ministry  now  apply  to  Parliament 
for  seventeen  thousand  Germans  to  send  to  America.  Good 
God,  for  what  end  ?  To  enslave  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand of  their  own  countrymen,  many  of  whom  fled  from 
tyrants  to  seek  our  protection.  And,  sir,  I  speak  in  mode- 
ration ;  for,  passing  over  Georgia  and  West- Florid  a,  where 
they  have  some  considerable  settlements,  there  is  Pc7insylva- 
nia,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  flourishing  of  tiie  Colonies, 
situated  in  the  finest  climate;  it  is  above  one-half  ])eopled 
by  Germans,  they  speak  that  language  and  scarcely  any 
English.  The  German  Flats,  on  the  Mohawk  River,  which 
extend  at  the  back  of  Netv-  York  and  the  Jerseys,  are  very 
highly  cultivated,  and  esteemed  the  best  lands  of  any  of 
those  Provinces.  Some  thousands  of  Germans  are  the 
settlers  and  improvers  of  that  country,  and  these  I  have 
mentioned  are  the  nearest  inhabitants  to  the  Five  Nations 
of  Indians.  They  trade  with  them,  speak  their  language, 
and  it  is  most  natural  to  suppose  they  will  easily  persuade 
ihem  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  the  King's  forces.  The 
Germans  have  some  considerable  settlements  on  the  Connec- 
ticut River,  but  it  is  tme  the  fewest  Germans  are  in  New- 
England  and  the  Northern  Provinces.  I  do  presume,  sir, 
that  is  the  reason  why  the  Congress  have  not  hitherto  thought 
it  necessary  to  call  more  of  them  to  the  Provincial  army. 
I  shall  only  add  to  this  account  of  the  Germans,  that  the 
encouragement  for  them  to  quit  their  own  country  and  be- 
come settlers  in  America  was  so  very  great  that  the  German 
Princes  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  make  it  death  by 
their  laws  to  carry  any  more  of  them  out,  and  the  Palatine 
ships,  that  used  so  frequently  to  convey  them,  have  of  late 
years  ceased  to  arrive  at  the  ports  of  our  Colonies.  To 
conquer  and  to  govern,  by  military  force,  these  settlers  and 
all  the  inhabitants  of  that  vast  continent,  with  such  a  hand- 
ful of  German  and  British  forces,  I  do,  indeed,  sir,  held  to 
be  impracticable ;  but  I  think  it  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  our  hired  troops  to  desert,  because  they  will  most  likely 
be  offered  lands  and  protection.  These  warlike  transports 
we  are  to  fit  out  may,  then,  be  considered  as  good  as  the 
Palatine  ships  for  peopling  America  with  Gennans. 

I  do  presume,  sir,  it  is  not  good  policy  to  hire  these  foreign 
troops  ;  first,  because  they  will  provoke  five  times  the  num- 
ber of  their  own  countrymen  in  America,  and  a  great  many 
Indians,  to  join  the  Provincial  army ;  secondly,  because  they 
will  desert  and  accept  of  lands,  which,  when  they  have  done, 
we  have  hired  troops  to  fight  against  ourselves  ;  for  surely, 
when,  like  those  who  became  settlers  before  them,  they  see 
an  uncultivated  wild  grow  fruitful  and  beautiful  under  their 
hands,  they  will  readily  join  in  protecting  that  property  and 
the  just  rights  of  America  against  the  oppressive  impositions 
of  an  enterprising  Ministry.  Sir,  foreseeing  these  probable 
events,  having  passed  some  winters  and  summers  in  Ame- 
rica, and  part  of  that  time  under  hospitable  roofs,  I  think  it 
would  be  wrong  in  me  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  the  present 
occasion.  But  I  do  not  mean  to  intrude  any  longer,  because 
there  are  many  able  and  distinguished  men  I  shall  have  much 
more  pleasure  and  satisfaction  in  listening  to  than  in  making 
any  attempt  to  draw  their  attention  towards  me.  I  shall, 
therefore,  only  beg  leave  to  add  one  more  reason  why  I 
think  it  right  to  give  my  voice  and  vote  against  these  mea- 
sures and  against  the  noble  Lord's  motion ;  which  reason  is, 
that  I  want  faith  to  believe  the  compliments  of  foreign 
Ministers  are  as  good  a  security  for  the  safeguard  of  Great 
Britain,  or  of  Hanover,  as  the  German  and  British  forces 
that  are  shamefully  to  be  sent  to  massacre  his  Majesty's  in- 
jured subjects  in  America,  whilst  we  are  left  defenceless 
both  by  sea  and  land. 

Mr.  Jolliffe  said,  that  as  matters  now  stood,  it  was  im- 
possible to  retreat,  consequently  troops  must  be  had  in  order 
to  carry  the  proposed  measures  into  execution.  This  could 
not  be  effected  without  a  sufficient  force,  and  the  present 
being  the  most  feasible  means  of  procuring  that  force,  he 
could  not  perceive  how  it  was  possible  for  any  person  who 
approved  of  one,  to  consistently  object  to  the  other. 

Mr.  George  Grenville*  observed  that  he  had  scarcely  been 
long  enough  in  publick  life  to  fix  before  now  his  sentiments 
relating  to  America.  He  had,  however,  no  doubt  of  the 
right  of  Parliament  to  tax  America,  and,  consequently,  must 
concur  in  the  coercive  measures.  He  was  far  from  approv- 
ing all  the  steps  Administration  had  taken,  but  at  present  the 

•  Afterwards  Earl  Temple,  and  in  1784  created  MarquU  of  Sucking- 
ham. 


main  point  rested  on  this  alternative :  Shall  we  abandon  Ame- 
rica, or  shall  we  recover  our  sovereignty  over  that  country? 
The  expense  was,  to  be  sure,  heavy,  and  the  temis  now  be- 
fore us  hard ;  but  if  we  did  not  consent  to  relinquish  all  our 
pretensions  at  once,  we  had  better  make  one  effort  more ; 
and  if  we  miscarried,  we  should,  in  that  event,  be  little 
worse  than  if  we  henceforth  desisted  from  all  furtlier  pre- 
tensions. 

Governour  Johnstone  insisted  that  the  measure  of  hiring 
foreigner  to  butcher  fellow-subjects  was  equally  impolitick 
and  cruel ;  that  it  would  answer  no  end  but  that  of  increasing 
the  burdens  of  the  people,  already  too  heavy  for  the  nation 
to  bear.  He  contended  that  the  paj)er  credit  of  America 
was  full  as  good  as  oui-s,  and  would  answer  every  effectual 
purpose  that  the  paper  credit  of  Great  Britain  possibly 
could.  He  was  surprised  to  hear  an  honourable  member 
describe  paper  credit  as  one  of  the  great  pillars  of  this  na- 
tion ;  he  contended  that  a  love  of  liberty  was  sufficient  to  sur- 
mount all  difficulties,  and  instanced  the  case  of  the  Dutch  in 
the  resistance  they  made  to  the  oppression  and  tyranny  of 
the  Spaniads,  who,  on  their  recognition  as  sr  free  State  by 
their  cruel  taskmasters,  were  indebted  in  no  less  a  sum  than 
ninety  millions  sterling. 

Lord  North  expressed  his  surprise  at  hearing  so  much 
stress  laid  on  the  impropriety  of  carrying  on  a  war  against 
our  fellow-subjects.  For  his  part,  he  always  imagined  that 
a  civil  war  called  most  urgently  for  speedy  and  effectual 
suppression.  Such  wars  were  no  novelties  in  this  country. 
Were  not  the  Irish  our  fellow-subjects  in  1690?  Were  not 
the  Scotch  so  in  1715  and  1745?  And  did  any  person  ever 
assign  it  as  a  reason  that  those  rebellions  should  not  be 
crushed,  because  the  Rebels  were  our  fellow-subjects  ?  He 
insisted  that  the  cases  o(  America  and  the  United  Provinces 
were  extremely  different ;  that  the  latter  was  privately  abet- 
ted, and  publickly  supported  ;  and  yet,  if  her  commerce  had 
been  cut  off,  notwithstanding  all  the  aid  she  derived  from  her 
powerful  friends,  (as  that  of  America  shortly  would  be,)  she 
must  have  been  obliged  to  submit. 

Mr.  Fox  observed  that  the  noble  Lord  was  never  twice 
in  the  same  temper,  nor  of  the  same  opinion.  A  few  nights 
ago  his  Lordship  confessed  he  could  not  promise  but  that- 
some  foreign  power  might  interfere;  and  now  he  reasoned 
as  if  he  was  certain  that  America  would  be  cut  off  from  all 
publick  or  private  support  of  foreign  powers.  He  wished 
his  Lordship  would  take  one  side  or  other  of  the  argu- 
ment, and  adhere  to  it ;  for  if  he  granted  the  possibility  of 
such  an  interference,  then  his  whole  argument  amounted  to 
just  nothing.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  certain  of  a  strict 
neutrality  on  the  part  of  France  and  Spain,  he  begged  never 
again  to  hear  a  syllable  of  a  possibility  of  their  interfering 
in  the  present  disputes. 

Lord  George  Germaine  defended  the  measure,  on  the 
ground  of  necessity.  He  quoted  a  number  of  precedents,  to 
show  tliat  in  every  war  or  rebellion  we  had  recourse  to  foreign- 
ers to  fight  our  battles  and  to  support  our  Government.  His 
Lordship  adverted  particularly  to  the  several  treaties,  the 
number  of  troops  employed,  and  the  terms  on  which  they 
were  hired,  and  the  services  in  which  they  were  emj)loyed. 

Lord  Barrington  supported  the  motion,  because  he  owned 
that  recruits  could  not  be  procured  on  any  »erms.  The  bar- 
gain was  not  so  advantageous  as  he  could  have  wished ;  but 
it  was  the  best  that  could  be  made.  They  had  prescribed 
the  terms,  and  we  were  compelled  by  necessity  to  accept 
of  them. 

Colonel  Barre  reminded  the  noble  Lord  of  the  assurance 
he  gave  on  a  former  occasion,  that  no  foreign  troops  were 
meant  to  be  employed.  He  hoped  he  would  not  resort  to 
his  old  apology,  that  he  was  not  of  the  Cabinet ;  or,  if  he 
should,  that  he  would  never  more  pass  his  own  speculations 
on  the  House  as  originating  from  those  in  the  Cabinet  who 
were  supposed  to  authorize  him  to  give  those  assurances. 
He  turned,  then,  to  the  Minister,  and  was  severe  on  him 
and  his  colleagues,  telling  them  plainly  that  they  were  not 
fit  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  a  great  nation,  either  in  peace  or 
war.  He  attacked  the  treaties,  and  those  who  advised  them, 
and  pointed  out  the  great  danger  of  introducing  such  a  num- 
ber of  foreigners  into  the  kingdom,  alluding  to  the  case  of 
Francis  I,  of  France,  among  many  others,  who  experienced 
the  inconveniences  of  so  hazardous  an  experiment. 

Lord  Barrington  denied  his  giving  any  such  assurances 
to  the  House  as  stated  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
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spoke  last ;  acknowledged  his  not  being  deep  in  the  secrets 
of  the  Cabinet ;  and  that  what  he  said  in  tiie  House  was 
the  result  only  of  his  own  private  judgment,  grounded  on 
the  best  information  he  could  collect,  and  desired  he  might 
be  considered  in  no  other  light. 

Colonel  Barre,  to  explain,  said  he  was  in  the  judgment 
of  the  House,  if  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  War  De- 
partment did  not  state  twenty-five  thousand  men  as  the 
whole  of  the  force  intended  for  America,  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1776,  on  the  day  he  presented  the  military  esti- 
mates, adding,  at  the  same  time,  that  not  a  single  foreigner 
was  to  be  taken  into  British  pay. 

Lord  North  answered  several  objections  made  to  the 
treaties,  as  well  as  others  relative  to  the  state  of  our  navy 
at  home.  He  said  that  this  country  would  not  be  in  danger 
when  the  armament  destined  for  America  had  sailed,  for  we 
should  still  have  the  usual  number  of  guard-ships ;  and  it  was 
not  intended  to  send  one  line-of-battle  ship  to  that  part  of 
the  world. 

General  Conway  insisted  that  Administration  had  most 
shamefully,  if  not  basely,  broken  their  word  with  America, 
respecting  the  Circular  Letter  written  by  Lord  Hillsborough 
to  the  several  Provincial  Assemblies,  while  Secretary  of 
State  for  that  country.  He  observed  that  Administration 
one  day  profess  to  relinquish  all  idea  of  a  revenue ;  the  next 
day  they  insist  on  taxation  ;  a  third,  they  solely  contend  for 
supremacy  and  commercial  control ;  and  again,  we  will  not 
tax,  but  we  will  have  a  certain  specifick  sum  of  money. 
He  appealed  to  the  candour  and  good  sense  of  those  who 
heard  him,  if  it  were  possible  for  America  to  know  what  to 
do,  or  what  she  could  depend  on  ;  for,  supposing  she  were 
willing  to  consent  to  any  one,  or  all  of  those  schemes,  what 
certainty  would  she  have  in  such  unsteadiness  of  counsels, 
but  that  the  very  next  day  the  whole  system  may  be  aban- 
doned, and  some  new  claim  made  upon  them,  perhaps  the 
fruitful  parent  of  a  hundred  more.  What  was  the  concilia- 
tory proposition  of  last  year,  taking  it  in  the  most  favourable 
interpretation,  but  the  old  claim  of  taxing,  dressed  in  another 
garb  ?  In  short,  he  could  see  nothing  but  naked  destruction 
present  itself  on  every  side;  for  let  America  consent,  or  let 
her  resist,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  ruin  of  this 
empire  was  inevitabfe.  He  treated  the  idea  of  reducing 
America  as  impracticable  and  absurd ;  and  if  it  were  not, 
he  pronounced  it  at  once  cruel,  oppressive,  impolitick,  ruin- 
ous, and  unjust. 

Lord  Mulgrave  said,  he  had  ever  approved  of  Mr.  Gren- 
ville's  system  of  Colony  Government ;  that  his  prophecy 
was  now  literally  fulfilled ;  for,  he  said,  if  the  Stamp  Act 
should  be  repealed,  it  would  produce  all  the  consequences 
that  have  since  happened.  That  the  repealing  that  act  was 
the  cause  of  all  our  present  disputes ;  and  that  whatever  was 
thrown  out  respecting  his  conduct,  was  equally  untrue  and 
ill-founded ;  for,  as  he  was  always  against  the  repeal,  so  he 
was  now  in  favour  of  coercive  measures,  never  considering 
on  which  side  Administration  voted. 

Lord  JSIorth,  in  reply  to  General  Conway,  said  he  was 
not  responsible  for  what  Lord  Hillsborough,  or  any  other 
member  of  Administration,  might  have  promised  before  he 
came  into  office  ;  yet,  if  he  had  been  one  of  the  advisers  of 
that  measure,  he  tiiought  he  could  fully  justify  himself  on 
the  conciliatory  proposition  which  he  had  the  honour  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House  last  year,  for  that  went  beyond  anything 
contained  in  the  Circular  Letter  said  to  be  written  by  the 
noble  Lord.  The  proposition  secured  the  application  of  the 
port  duties  to  the  services  of  the  Colony  where  such  duties 
should  happen  to  arise,  which  plainly  removed  the  only 
objection  that  had  been  previously  made  to  them,  that  of 
drawing  the  produce  of  such  duties  into  the  British  Exche- 
quer. His  Lordship  was  then  extremely  jocular  on  some  of 
the  arguments  made  use  of  by  Governour  Johnstone,  Gene- 
ral Conway,  and  Colonel  Barre,  relative  to  the  native 
strength  of  America,  and  the  personal  prowess  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, on  the  dangers  of  a  foreign  invasion,  and  on  the  pro- 
bable consequences  of  introducing  a  body  of  foreigners  into 
our  dominions  in  America,  and  the  miraculous  effects  of 
American  paper  credit. 

Mr.  Burke  complimented  the  noble  Lord  on  his  talents 
for  ridicule,  his  political  witicisms,  and  his  ironical  strictures. 
.He  observed  that  his  Lordship  one  day  came  down  to  tlie 
House  with  a  very  grave,  serious,  argumentative  air,  and 
told  the  country  gentlemen  that  they  should  have  a  revenue, 


for  it  was  the  very  point  in  issue.  The  next  he  changed 
his  tone,  and  as  gravely  affirmed,  that  nothing  was  farther 
from  his  intentions,  for  it  was  the  supreme  legislative  power 
of  Parliament  that  employed  all  his  sleeping  and  waking 
thoughts — a  paltry  trifling  revenue  was  beneath  the  dignity 
and  wise  consideration  of  a  British  Parliament.  Again,  the 
dispute  only  related  to  the  destruction  of  the  tea  at  Boston; 
neither  the  revenue  nor  supremacy  made  any  part  of  the  con- 
troversy. At  the  beginning  of  the  session  not  a  single  for- 
eigner was  intended  to  be  employed  ;  now,  nothing^was  to 
be  effected  without  the  aid  of  foreign  mercenaries ;  but  if 
necessity  should  compel  us  to  employ  foreigners,  it  was  only 
because  they  could  be  procured  upon  cheaper  terms.  The 
necessity  is  arrived ;  but  the  pretence  of  cheapness  is  at 
once  abandoned  ;  for  it  turns  out,  that  for  every  one  thou- 
sand foreigners  we  have  taken  into  our  service,  we  shall 
pay  as  much  as  for  fifteen  hundred  natives.  If  his  Lordship 
was  charged  with  being  the  promoter  of  those  measures,  the 
fact  was  denied — he  only  co-operated  with  the  rest  of  the 
King's  servants  ;  if  they  were  attributed  to  any  other  set  of 
men,  he  instantly  put  in  his  claim  to  the  whole  merit.  If 
he  was  reproached  with  versatility  of  sentiment,  or  contra- 
riety of  opinion,  he  laughed  at  his  opponents,  and  turned 
the  whole  into  a  mere  matter  of  ridicule.  So  that,  on  the 
whole,  supremacy  or  no  supremacy,  revenue  or  no  revenue, 
foreigners  or  natives,  cheapness  or  deamess,  responsibility 
or  no  responsibility,  his  Lordship  seemed  to  regard  very 
little  ;  the  whole  was  made  to  end  in  a  joke ;  promises,  rea- 
sons, and  arguments,  were  made  to  yield  to  Ministerial 
pleasantry  and  good  humour ;  the  House  was  made  merry, 
a  laugh  was  created,  and  the  mere  grumblers  were,  as  they 
deserved,  turned  into  ridicule  and  contempt. 

Mr.  Stanhope  condemned  the  measures  pursued  by  Ad- 
ministration, as  leading  to  consequences  of  a  most  serious 
and  alarming  nature.  The  means  proposed  to  carry  them 
into  execution  were  not  less  exceptionable  than  the  policy 
which  gave  birth  to  them ;  and  if  persisted  in,  must  not  only 
cause  the  entire  loss  of  America,  but  subject  us  to  additional 
burdens  we  should  never  be  able  to  bear. 

Sir  George  Savile  entered  into  several  comparative  com- 
putations relative  to  the  terms  of  the  present  treaties  ;  and 
showed  that  it  was  never  known  since  the  present  custom  of 
hiring  mercenary  troops  prevailed,  that  so  disgra(!eful  or  dear 
a  bargain  had  been  made,  even  when  the  total  dissolution  of 
the  established  form  of  Government  had  been  threatened,  and 
rebellions  had  existed  in  the  very  bowels  of  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Rigby  observed,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  session 
Opposition  objected  that  the  military  estimates  were  too 
low,  and  not  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  absolute  coercion ; 
yet  now  that  defect  was  attempted  to  be  remedied,  tliey 
were  ready  to  oppose  the  increased  expense,  and  seemed 
resolved  to  find  fault  in  either  event.  He  said  he  should  not 
be  surprised  to  hear  them  find  fault  with  the  war  itself;  but 
he  confessed  he  was  astonished  to  hear  them  condemn  the 
most  effectual  mode  of  obtaining  the  objects  for  which  only 
it  was  set  on  foot — that  of  compelling  America  to  return  to  a 
state  of  obedience.  They  might,  indeed,  controvert  the 
justice  of  the  war ;  but  he  could  not  possibly  conceive  how 
they  could  oppose  those  who  were  already  convinced  of  its 
justice,  contrary  to  their  own  express  sentiments,  declared 
in  Parliament.  Among  the  rest,  he  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment at  what  had  fallen  from  Colonel  Barre,  who  had  con- 
demned the  war  as  impolitick,  ruinous,  and  unjust,  when  he 
recollected  that  that  very  gentleman  had  both  spoken  and 
voted  for  the  Boston  Port  Bill,  which  was  the  great  leading 
and  fundamental  basis  of  the  present  civil  war. 

Colonel  Barre  owned  the  charge ;  but  he  contended  it 
proceeded  from  misinformation  ;  for  the  Minister  had  given 
the  most  explicit  assurances  that  the  Merchants  of  Boston 
had  desired  such  a  bill ;  and  that  the  people  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay would,  as  soon  as  it  was  passed,  immediately 
return  to  their  duty.  Experience,  however,  had  taught 
him  what  degree  of  credit  any  official  or  Ministerial  inform- 
ation deserved. 

Mr.  Alderman  Bull  I  cannot,  sir,  forbear  to  express 
my  astonishment  and  concern  that,  early  in  the  present  ses- 
sion, so  many  gentlemen  should  have  been  prevailed  upn, 
by  any  consideratioas,  to  stand  forth  in  the  most  serious  and 
solemn  manner,  to  ajjprove  and  sanctify  those  arbitrary 
measures  which  were  recommended  and  have  been  fatally 
carried  into  execution  by  an  unfeeling  and  unrelenting  Ad- 
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ministration,  who  have  dared  to  abuse  the  Tlirone  by  their 
wicked  and  sanguinary  councils,  and  wiiose  whole  conduct 
has  proved  tlieni  destitute  of  every  principle  of  justice,  hu- 
manity and  the  reli^'ion  of  their  country.  Their  insatiable 
thii-st  for  Protestant  blood  has  been  long  evident ;  and  it 
cries  aloud  to  Heaven  for  vengeance,  as  well  as  for  die  just 
indignation  of  a  long-abused,  insulted,  oppressed  people. 
To  exult  in  the  destruction  of  our  most  valuable  commercial 
friends  and  Frotcslant  fellow-subjects ;  to  pray  that  the  same 
liorrid  scenes  may  be  repeated  ;  that  war,  desolation,  and 
bloodshed  may  pervade  the  whole  continent  of  America, 
unless  it  shall  bow  its  devoted  head  to  Popery,  to  poverty, 
to  the  most  abject  and  ignominious  slavery,  were  not  die 
fact  on  record,  would  be  thought  incredible.  That  record, 
sir,  to  a  nation  professing  a  regard  to  liberty  and  the  rights 
of  Jiutnanity,  will  remain  an  eternal  monument  of  reproach. 
Sir,  is  it  probable  that  the  exertions  of  Ministerial  tyranny 
and  revenge  will  be  much  longer  permitted  ?  that  there  will 
be  no  appeal  to  stop  the  further  efllision  of  Protestant  blood? 
Or  can  it  be  expected  that  the  people  of  this  country,  re- 
ducing by  thousands  to  beggary  and  want,  will  remain  idle 
spectators  till  the  sword  is  at  their  breasts,  or  dragoons  at 
their  doors  ?  God  forbid  !  I  am  not  insensible  how  much 
professions  of  patriotism  are  become  a  subject  of  ridicule. 
To  die  astonishment  of  the  world,  the  love  of  our  country 
has  been  ridiculed  within  these  walls.  And  yet,  sir,  this 
shall  not  restrain  me.  While  I  will  unifonnly  withhold  the 
offer  of  my  life  and  fortune  in  support  of  IMinisterial  despo- 
tism, I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  Uiat  whenever  an  occasion 
may  call  for  it,  I  will  cheerfully  sacrifice  both  in  defence  of 
the  liberties  of  the  people.  The  war  that  you  are  now 
waging  is  an  unjust  one ;  it  is  founded  in  oppression,  and  its 
end  will  be  distress  and  disgrace.  Let  not  the  historian  be 
obliged  to  say  that  the  Russian  and  the  German  slave  was 
hired  to  subdue  the  sons  of  Englishmen  and  of  freedom ;  and 
tliat,  in  the  reign  of  a  Prince  of  the  House  of  Brunswick, 
every  infamous  attempt  was  made  to  extinguish  that  spirit 
which  brought  his  ancestors  to  the  throne,  and,  in  spite  of 
treachery  and  rebellion,  seated  them  firmly  upon  it.  I 
shall  not  now  trouble  the  House  any  further  than  to  declare 
my  abhorrence  of  all  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted 
against ^men'ca,  measures  equally  inimical  to  the  principles 
of  commerce,  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  the 
honour,  faith,  and  true  dignity  of  the  British  nation. 

At  two  o'clock,  the  question  being  put,  the  House  divided. 

Tellers  for  the  veas  \  ^''"  ^''^^  Cooper,        -     -     1 
lellers  tor  tne  yeas,  ^jyj^_^^^^^;^^^^       -     -     - 

Tellers  for  the  noes,  <  ac  '  o 

'  I  Mr.  iSeymour,   -     -     -     - 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  copy  of  a  Treaty  between  his  Majes- 
ty and  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunswick,  signed  at  Bruns- 
wick, the  9th  o(  January,  1776,  and  Translation,  together 
widi  a  Paper  intituled  "  Note  concerning  the  Levy  Money," 
and  Translation,  be  referred  to  the  said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  copy  of  a  Treaty  between  his  Majes- 
ty and  the  Hereditary  Prince  oiHesse  Cassel,  signed  at  Ha- 
nau,  the  5di  of  February,  1776,  and  Translation,  be  referred 
to  the  said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Estimate  of  the  charge  of  twelve 
thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  men,  the  Troops  of 
the  Landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  the  year  1776,  pursuant  to  Treaty,  be  referred  to 
the  said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Estimate  of  the  charge  of  four  thou- 
sand tiiree  hundred  men,  the  Troops  of  the  Reigning  Duke 
of  Brunswick,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  year 
1776,  pui-suant  to  Treaty,  be  referred  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Estimate  of  the  charge  of  a  Regi- 
ment of  Foot  o(  Hannu,  in  die  pay  of  Great  Britain,  pur- 
suant to  Treaty  with  the  Hereditary  Prince  oi Hesse  Cassel, 
from  6th  March,  1776,  to  24th  December  following,  both 
inclusive,  being  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  days,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Estimate  of  the  charge  of  six  Regi- 
ments of  Foot  from  Ireland,  and  of  several  augmentations 
to  his  Majesty's  Forces,  from  the  respective  times  within 
mentioned,  to  the  24th  December,  1776,  inclusive,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  said  Committee. 
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Monday,  March  4,  1 776. 

Sir  Charles  Whitworth,  according  to  order,  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  (to  whom  it  was  re- 
ferred to  consider  further  of  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty) the  Resolutions  which  the  Committee  had  directed 
iiim  to  report  to  the  House ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  deli\'ered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  read,  and  are  as  Iblloweth,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
a  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  tiiou- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven  Pounds  four  Shillings 
and  five  Pence  half  penny,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty  for 
defraying  die  charge  of  twelve  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-four  men,  the  Troops  of  die  Landgrave  of  Hesse 
Cassel,  in  the  pay  o(  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  sub- 
sidy for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
six,  pursuant  to  Treaty. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  seventy-five  Pounds  twelve  Shillings  and 
one  Penny,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  four  thousand  three  hundred  men,  the  I'roojis  of 
the  reigning  Duke  o(  Brunswick,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, together  with  the  subsidy  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  pursuant  to  Treaty. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
a  sum  not  exceeding  nineteen  thousand  and  six  Pounds 
nineteen  Shillings  diree  Pence  and  diree  Fardiings,  be 
granted  to  his  Majesty  for  defraying  the  charge  of  a  Regi- 
ment of  Foot  of  Hanau,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  to- 
gether vvidi  the  subsidy,  pursuant  to  Treaty  with  the  heredi- 
tary Prince  of  Hesse  Cassel,  from  die  sixth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -six,  to  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  December  following,  both  inclusive,  being  two 
hundred  and  ninety-four  days. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  question  being  put.  That 
the  said  Resolutions  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

Colonel  Barre  pointed  out  several  objectionable  passages 
in  the  treaties.  Allowing  the  hiring  of  foreign  troops,  even 
for  argument  sake,  to  be  a  wise  and  politick  measure,  he 
desired  to  know,  in  the  firet  instance,  as  the  treaty  provided 
that  the  Hessian  officers  should  have  every  emolument  diat 
natives  are  allowed,  and  to  be  put  on  a  footing,  in  every  re- 
spect, with  our  own  tried  veterans,  wliether  the  two-jiences, 
in  the  clothing  to  the  Colonels,  was  meant  to  be  included ; 
and,  likewise,  where  the  clothing  was  to  be  procured — 
w  hether  in  Germany  or  in  Britain  ?  He  was  very  jocular 
on  this  species  of  military  profit ;  and  said,  he  did  not  doubt 
but  this  sale  of  human  blood  would  turn  out  as  advantageous 
to  the  woollen  manufactures  of  Brunswick  and  Hesse,  in  the 
clothing  branch,  as  it  was  already  likely  to  become  lucrative 
to  their  respective  Sovereigns.  He  observed,  that  the  treaty 
might  probably  continue  in  force  for  four  years,  for  it  was 
difficult  to  fix  the  period,  on  many  accounts,  which  he  for- 
bore now  to  mention.  If,  then,  by  any  accident  arising  from 
defeat,  pestilence,  or  the  danger  of  the  seas,  the  Hessians 
should  be  reduced  to  eight  thousand  men,  (perhaps  to  half 
dieir  number  or  less,)  in  such  a  possible,  nay,  all  circum- 
stances considered,  such  a  probable  event,  he  should  be 
glad  to  be  informed  by  the  Minister,  or  his  trusty  friend  the 
Minister  of  the  War  Department,  who  now  and  then  steals 
a  peep  into  the  Cabinet,  though  he  is  never  permitted  w  ith- 
in  the  hallowed  door,  whether  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse  or 
Duke  of  Brunswick  is  to  have  the  full  pay,  as  if  their  re- 
spective quotas  continued  full  and  complete  ? 

Lord  Barrington  could  not  answer  that  question  till  he 
had  taken  time  to  consider.  After  a  litde  pause,  his  Lord- 
ship said,  the  best  time  to  answer  the  honourable  gentleman's 
question  will  be  when  such  a  reduction  actually  happens. 

Mr.  J.  Johnstone  said,  it  was  impossible  to  deal  with 
people  who  thus  played  at  cross-purposes ;  and  though  a 
young  member,  he  ventured  to  pronounce  it  to  be  the  first 
time  such  an  answer  was  given  in  Parliament.  He  re- 
marked, it  was  no  bad  beginning.  The  noble  Lord  used  to 
be  pretty  liberal  of  his  promises ;  but  so  many  of  them  had 
been  lately  either  falsified  or  overmled,  his  Lordship,  he  pre- 
sumed, was  determined,  in  future,  to  make  only  such  as  he 
was  certain  could  neither  be  falsified  nor  contradicted  ;  for 
his  promise,  if  it  could  be  at  all  called  one,  was  such  that, 
let  the  event  be  what  it  might,  he  could  not  possibly  be 
charged  with  a  breach  of  it. 
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Lord  Clare  said,  it  was  the  first  time  he  ever  heard  a 
Minister  called  to  promise  for  events  it  was  impossible  for 
any  man  to  foretell.  The  whole  force  now  sending  to  Ame- 
rica might  be  cut  off,  or  it  might  not  suffer  the  loss  of  a  single 
man  ;  but,  in  either  event,  it  was  plain  that  we  should  not  be 
obliged  to  pay  for  more  men  than  were  in  actual  service. 

Sir  J.  G.  Grijjin  allowed  that  the  noble  Lord's  observa- 
tion was  very  just.  It  could  not  be  supposed  that  we  were 
to  be  at  'the  expense  of  recruiting,  and«,  be  obliged  to  pay 
for  levies  that  were  not  complete ;  but  yet  it  seemed  a  little 
extraordinary  that  the  noble  Ijord  in  office  should  have  ex- 
pressed himself  so  cautiously  on  a  matter,  which,  if  it  had 
not  been  mentioned,  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  leave  the  least 
foundation  for  ambiguity  or  misrepresentation. 

Governour  Johnstone  was  severe  on  Administration : 
whether  we  had  a  double  Cabinet,  or  had  not,  he  woul(l 
not  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  he  was  certain  that  we  had 
a  double  Administration,  or  the  same  men  presented  two 
faces,  according  as  it  answered  their  present  convenience, 
or  suited  their  present  views.  One  Minister  [Lord  Hills- 
borough] assured  the  Americans,  in  the  most  solemn  man- 
ner, that  it  was  never  the  intention  or  wish  of  this  country 
to  tax  them.  The  other  [Lord  North]  had  the  other  night, 
in  debate,  openly  and  decisively  declared,  that  America 
ought  and  should  submit  to  be  taxed  by  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, and  to  every  law  this  country  might  think  proper  to 
pass  for  her  future  government  and  regulation. 

General  Conway  observed,  it  was  true  enough  that  the 
noble  Lord  [Hillsborough]  had  broken  his  word  with  Ame- 
rica ;  and  so  had  Administration,  as  approving  of  the  Circu- 
lar Letter,  in  which  every  claim  to  taxation  was  formally 
renounced ;  but,  for  his  part,  it  appeared  to  him  from  the 
very  beginning,  whatever  assurances  to  the  contrary  might 
have  been  given  or  held  out  to  the  present  moment,  that 
what  the  country  gentlemen  avow  to  be  their  motives  for 
prosecuting  the  war  against  America,  were  likewise  the  great 
objects  Administration  had  in  view.  Administration  told  the 
country  gentlemen,  Support  us,  and  we  will  ensure  you  a 
revenue  from  America.  The  country  gentlemen  are  now 
giving  that  support,  in  expectation  of  getting  a  revenue,  of 
which,  perhaps,  they  will  never  see  a  shilling ;  or,  if  they 
should,  never  to  be  of  the  least  service  in  lightening  those 
heavy  burdens  of  which  they  now  so  loudly  complain. 

Mr.  Fox  attacked  the  Minister  on  his  frequent  breach  of 
promise  ever  since  he  came  into  office ;  not  but,  in  his 
opinion,  he  was  full  as  much  bound  by  a  promise  when  he 
was  only  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  since  he  became 
first  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  He  was  not  deserving  of  the 
first,  if  he  could  retain  an  office,  the  very  essence  of  which 
was  to  look  into  and  take  care  of  the  publick  finances  of 
the  nation,  and  yet  permit  a  letter  which  at  once  gave  up 
and  surrendered  so  fundamental  a  right  of  the  British  Par- 
lament  as  the  right  of  taxation  was  now  contended  to  be  ; 
for  either  he  approved  of  the  letter  in  question,  or  he  did 
not.  If  he  did,  how  can  he  now  come  and  contradict  his 
former  opinion,  when  he  and  his  colleague's  approbation  of 
that  letter  is,  perhaps,  the  very  cause  of  the  present  civil 
war  ?  Or,  if  he  never  approved  of  the  letter,  how  could  he, 
consistently  with  his  own  honour,  remain  in  a  situation  in 
which  he  was  virtually  pledged  for  a  tine  and  faithful  per- 
formance of  its  contents  ?  Why  not  resign,  sooner  than  give 
his  concurrence  in  Council  to  measures  which  he  secretly 
disapproved  ? 

Ijord  North  denied  that  he  was  bound  by  any  man's 
promise  but  his  own.  It  did  not  become  him  to  disclose 
the  secrets  of  his  office,  or  betray  the  confidence  that  had 
been  reposed  in  him.  It  was  enough  for  him  now  to  de- 
clare that  he  never  gave  either  promise  or  assurance,  and 
that,  consequently,  he  had  not  broken  any. 

The  House  divided.    The  noes  went  forth : 
Sir  Grey  Cooper,    -     - 
Mr.  John  St.  John, 
Mr.  Thomas  Townshend, 
Mr.  Hussey,      -     -     - 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  said  Resolutions  being  accordingly  severally  read  a 
second  time,  were,  upon  the  question  severally  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Colonel  Barrk,  then  moved,  "  That  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  humbly  to  recommend  to  his 
Majesty,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  use  his  endea- 
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voui-s,  that  such  foreign  Troops  as  are  now,  or  may  hereafter 
be  employed  in  his  service,  be  clothed  with  the  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain." 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty by  such  membere  of  this  House  as  are  of  his  Majesty's 
most  honourable  Piivy  Council. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

rriday,  Fcbraary  16,  1776. 

The  Ix)rd  Viscount  Weymouth  (by  his  Majesty's  com- 
mand) laid  before  the  House : 

"  Copy  of  a  Treaty  between  his  Majesty  and  the  Reign- 
ing Duke  of  Brunswick,  signed  at  Brunsunck,  the  9th  of 
January,  1776  ;  and  Translation. 

"Note  concerning  the  Levy  Money;  and  Translation. 

"  Copy  of  a  Treaty  between  his  Majesty  and  the  Land- 
grave oi  Hesse  Cassel,  signed  at  Cassel,  the  1 5th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1776 ;  and  Translation. 

"  Copy  of  a  Treaty  between  his  Majesty  and  the  Heredi- 
tary Prince  of  Hesse  Cassel,  signed  at  Hanau,  the  5th  of 
February,  1776  ;  and  Translation." 

And  the  Titles  thereof  being  read  by  the  Clerk, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treaties  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Tuesday,  March  5, 1776. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Lords  to  be 
summoned : 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  moved,  "That  the  following 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,"  (videlicet:) 
"Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

"  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  Parliament  assembled,  hum- 
bly beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Majesty,  that  it  is  with 
the  utmost  concern  we  have  seen  the  Treaties  which  your 
Majesty,  by  the  advice  of  your  Ministers,  has  been  pleased 
to  enter  into  with  their  Serene  Highnesses  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick,  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel,  and  the  Count 
of  Hanau,  and  which  your  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  communicate  to  this  House. 

"  We  beg  leave  humbly  to  represent  to  your  Majesty  the 
sense  we  entertain  of  the  danger  and  disgrace  attending  this 
inconsiderate  measure,  when  it  has  been  judged  necessary,  in 
the  firet  exertions  of  Great  Britain  to  subjugate  her  Colo- 
nies, to  hire  an  army  of  foreign  mercenaries,  acknowledging 
to  all  Europe  that  these  kingdoms  are  unable,  either  from 
want  of  men  or  from  disinclination  to  this  service,  to  furnish 
a  competent  number  of  natural-born  subjects  to  make  the 
first  campaign.  And  it  is  a  melancholy  consideration,  that 
the  drawing  off  the  national  troops  (though  feeble  for  the 
unhappy  purpose  on  which  they  are  employed)  will  yet 
leave  these  kingdoms  naked  and  exposed  to  the  assault  and 
invasion  of  powerful  neighbouring  and  rival  nations. 

"  And  we  further  beg  leave  humbly  to  submit  to  your 
Majesty,  that  if  the  justice  and  equity  of  this  unnatural  war 
was  not  questioned  by  so  large  a  part  of  your  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, yet  a  reconciliation  with  the  Colonies,  though  attended 
with  some  concessions,  would  be  more  agreeable  to  sound 
policy,  than  to  entrust  the  prosecution  of  hostilities  to  for- 
eio-ners,  in  whom  we  cannot  confide,  and  who,  when  they 
are  at  so  great  a  distance  from  their  own  country,  and  suf- 
fering under  the  distresses  of  war  wherein  they  have  no  in- 
terest or  concern,  and  with  so  many  temptations  to  exchange 
vassalage  for  freedom,  will  be  more  likely  to  mutiny  or  desert, 
than  to  unite  faithfully,  and  co-operate  with  your  Majesty's 
natural-bom  subjects. 

"  We  ousht  not  to  conceal  from  your  Majesty  the  anxiety 
we  feel  on  the  latitude  of  the  articles  in  the  several  treaties 
which  stipulate  the  power  in  your  Majesty  of  employing 
these  troops  in  any  part  of  Europe.  Means  are  hereby  pro- 
vided for  introducing  a  foreign  army  even  into  this  realm  ; 
and  we  cannot  so  far  confide  in  your  Majesty's  Ministers,  as 
to  suppose  they  would  be  veiy  scrupulous  in  advising  such 
a  measure,  since  they  have  already  introduced  foreign  fi-oops 
into  two  of  our  strongest  fortresses,  and  have  offered  to  bring 
four  thousand  more  foreigners  into  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
without  the  consent  of  the  British  Parliament. 

"That  we  have,  moreover,  just  reason  to  apprehend  that 
when  the  Colonies  come  to  understand  that  Great  Britain 
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is  forming  alliances,  and  hiring  foreign  troops  for  their 
destruction,  they  mav  tiiink  they  are  well  justified  by  the 
example  in  endeavouring  to  avail  themselves  of  the  like 
assistance,  and  that  Fratice,  Spain,  Prussia,  or  other  Powei-s 
of  Europe,  may  conceive  they  have  as  good  a  right  as 
Hesse,  Srunsuick,  and  Uanau,  to  interfere  in  our  domestick 
quarrels ;  and  if  the  flames  of  a  war  from  these  proceedings 
should  be  kindled  in  Europe,  which  we  fear  is  too  probable, 
we  reflect  with  horrour  upon  the  condition  of  this  country, 
under  circumstances  wherein  she  may  be  called  upon  to 
resist  the  formidable  attack  of  powerful  enemies,  which  may 
require  the  exertion  of  her  whole  force,  at  a  time  wlien  the 
strengtii  and  flower  of  the  nation  is  employed  in  fruitless  ex- 
peditions on  the  other  side  of  the  world. 

"That  the  treaty,  by  stipulating  not  only  to  give  to  the 
Landgrave  of  Hesse,  in  case  of  attack  or  disturbance  in  the 
possession  of  his  territories,  all  the  succour  which  shall  be  in 
your  Majesty's  power  to  give,  but  likewise  to  continue  such 
succour  until  the  Landgrave  shall  have  obtained  entire  secu- 
rity, and  a  just  indemnification,  lays  this  kingdom  under  a 
necessity  of  taking  part  in  every  quarrel  upon  the  continent, 
in  which  his  Serene  Highness  may  happen  to  be  engaged, 
and  that  without  any  equivalent  consideration  to  make  the 
contract  reciprocal,  as  this  Island  can  expect  no  assistance 
in  any  of  her  wars  from  an  inconsiderable  sovereignty  in 
the  heart  of  Germany,  from  which  more  troops  are  already 
drawn  than  she  is  able  to  replace  for  her  own  defence,  and 
whose  revenues  are  not  sufficient  to  maintain  even  those  she 
has  lent,  widiout  the  aid  of  subsidy.  We  conceive,  therefore, 
that  this  engagement  of  Great  Britain  to  defend  and  indem- 
nify, must  be  considered  as  part  of  the  price  she  is  to  pay 
for  the  hire  of  these  troops.  If  this  article  of  charges  (which 
cannot  be  estimated)  be  added  to  the  enormous  expenses  of 
levy  money,  charges  of  making  good  the  losses  of  the  se- 
veral corps,  ordinary  and  extraordinary  subsidies,  and  their 
continuation  after  the  troops  are  returned  to  their  respective 
countries,  and  can  be  of  no  use  to  Great  Britain, — we  may 
say  with  truth,  that  Great  Britain  never  before  entered  into 
a  treaty  so  expensive,  so  unequal,  so  dishonourable,  and  so 
dangerous  in  its  consequences. 

"  We  therefore  humbly  implore  your  Majesty  to  give 
immediate  orders  for  stopping  the  march  of  the  Hessian, 
Brunswick,  and  Hanau  Troops,  and  for  a  suspension  of 
hostilities  in  America,  in  order  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
speedy  and  permanent  reconciliation  between  the  great  con- 
tending parts  of  this  distracted  empire." 

It  was  moved,  "  To  agree  with  the  said  motion." 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  again  rose,  and  a|X)logized  for 
the  trouble  he  was  going  to  give  their  Lordships.  He  ex- 
pressed a  consciousness  of  his  own  inability,  and  a  wish  that 
others  more  equal  to  the  task  had  stood  forward  at  this  tre- 
mendous crisis  ;  a  crisis  which  he  feared  would  decide  the 
fate  of  this  great  empire  forever.  He  lamented  the  absence  of 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  and  the  Earl  of  Chatham.  The 
latter,  when  this  nation  was  on  the  brink  of  destruction, 
rescued  it  from  impending  ruin ;  and  not  resting  there,  gave 
a  lustre  to  our  arms,  and  an  efficacy  and  steadiness  to  our 
councils,  never  before  known  in  the  annals  of  this  country. 
The  other  of  them,  a  noble  Marquis,  [oi  Rockingham,]  who, 
in  a  season  of  publick  distraction,  presided  at  the  head  of 
the  national  councils,  with  honour  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  the  nation ;  and  though  his  Administration  was  of  but 
short  continuance,  had  the  good  fortune  to  quit  his  station 
with  a  consciousness  of  having  healed  those  unhappy  dis- 
putes which  threatened  the  empire  with  the  most  serious 
and  alarming  consequences ;  but  which  have  since  broken  out 
with  redoubled  vigour  and  malignity.  He  was  aware  how 
much  he  should  feel  the  absence  and  consequent  support  of 
the  two  noble  Lords,  in  prosecuting  the  business  of  this  day; 
I  biit  however  unequal  to  the  attempt  himself,  he  deemed  it  a 
part  of  his  duty,  and  without  considering  minutely  all  the 
consequences,  lie  should,  in  discharge  of  that  duty,  abandon 
and  renounce  every  collateral  consideration  whatever,  and 
do  what  he  could,  instead  of  effecting  what  he  might  wish. 

The  justice  of  the  American  war,  the  rights  of  the  mother 
country,  and  the  claims  oi  America,  had  been  so  frequently 
and  so  amply  discussed,  that  he  should  avoid,  as  much  as 
possible,  every  fact  and  argument  that  could  jxissibly  tend  to 
introduce  those  subjects  into  the  present  debate.  He  should 
endeavour  to  confine  himself  to  the  terms  of  his  motion 
respecting  the  treaties,  and  only  advert  to  such  parts  of  the 


conduct  of  Administration,  and  the  means  hitherto  adopted 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  as  directly  applied  to  them. 
The  first  ground  he  took  was,  giving  a  short  history  of  the 
several  treaties  entered  into  with  the  Landgraves  oi  Hesse, 
beginning  with  that  made  in  the  year  1702,  and  ending  with 
those  several  explanations  and  modifications  of  that  made  at 
the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  and  down  so  late  as  the 
year  1761,  when  his  Serene  Highness  was  indemnified  for 
the  losses  sustained  in  his  Landgraviate,  by  that  country 
being  frequendy  made  by  the  enemy  the  seat  of  war.  In 
this  historical  detail  his  Grace  showed  that  the  successive 
Landgraves,  from  time  to  time,  rose  in  their  demands,  and 
still  as  they  continued  to  extort  belter  terms,  they  never  (ailed 
to  establish  the  former  extortion  as  a  precedent  for  the  basis  of 
the  succeeding  treaty,  always  taking  care  to  make  some  new 
demand  on  this  country.  This,  he  insisted,  was  the  case  of 
the  present.  The  preceding  treaty  to  a  subsidy  added  its 
continuance  to  a  certain  period.  The  one  now  under  con- 
sideration doubled  the  subsidy.  His  Grace  then  entered 
into  several  couvputations  on  the  different  heads  of  pay,  levy 
money,  subsidy,  victualling,  and  transport  service  for  the 
troops,  which  he  affirmed  would  amount  to  one  million  one 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand  pounds,  and  that  this,  withf 
transport  service  for  the  victuallei-s,  would  make  one  million 
two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds ;  and  if  the  other 
articles  under  the  head  of  contingencies,  &c.,  were  included, 
the  expense  of  which  could  not  now  be  ascertained,  he  had 
little  doubt  that  the  whole  would  be  full  one  million  and  a 
half.  He  contended  that  this  was  a  most  enormous  sum  for 
the  assistance  of  only  seventeen  thousand  three  hundred 
men,  an  expense,  he  would  venture  to  maintain,  considering 
the  nuoiber  to  be  employed,  not  known  in  the  history  of 
mankind.  Those  matters,  however  serious  in  the  present 
miserable  state  of  our  finances,  and  the  enormous  load  of 
publick  burdens  we  groan  under,  were  not  what  pressed  so 
forcibly  on  his  mind.  It  was  the  tenour  of  the  treaties, 
the  ambiguous  terms  they  were  worded  in  some  places,  the 
dangerous  precedents  they  established  or  glided  in,  that  prin- 
cipally called  forth  his  attention,  and  gave  rise  to  his  fears. 
He  observed  with  grief  and  the  best  founded  jealousy,  that  an 
overruling  influence  had  for  some  years  pervaded  our  coun- 
cils ;  that  this  influence  had  been  exercised  in  effecting  mea- 
sures of  a  most  dangerous  and  dark  complexion ;  diat  it 
sometimes  made  its  approaches  by  stealth,  at  other  times 
rendered  itself  visible  in  open  day,  and  proceeded  to  acts  of 
violence.  Hanoverians  had  been  brought  into  the  domi- 
nions of  the  British  Crown,  without  consent  of  Parliament. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  introduce  a  body  of  foreigners  into 
Ireland,  which  miscarried.  He  understood  that  the  same 
attempt  would  be  repeated,  though  he  did  not  pretend  to 
authenticate  it  as  a  matter  of  fact.  And  if  any  doubt  re- 
mained, the  present  treaties  afforded  ample  matter  for  seri- 
ous alarm.  In  the  first  place,  he  observed  that  they  were 
formed  on  no  sound  principle  of  alliance  or  reciprocal  sup- 
port. It  is  true  they  were  said  to  be  formed  on  the  basis 
of  mutual  succour  and  support,  but  those  expressions  im- 
ported nothing ;  they  were  mere  words  of  course.  It  was 
a  downright  mercenary  bargain  for  the  taking  into  pay  a 
certain  number  of  hirelings,  who  were  bought  and  sold  like 
so  many  beasts  for  slaughter.  There  was  no  common  ui- 
terest  which  mutually  bound  the  parties ;  and  if  there  was, 
the  conduct  of  the  foreign  Princes  was  the  most  extraordi- 
nary that  was  ever  known.  They  were  to  be  subsidized. 
They  were  to  have  levy  money.  They  were  to  have  a 
double  subsidy.  Their  corps  were  to  be  kept  up  complete. 
They  were  to  be  paid  till  the  troops  returned  to  tlieir  respec- 
tive countries;  and  the  subsidies  were  to  be  continued,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenour  of  the  respective  treaties,  one  or  two 
years  after  the  troops  ceased  to  be  of  any  service  to  us.  But 
taking  it  on  the  other  ground,  that  the  treaties  were  formed 
on  the  tnie  basis  of  alliance,  what  would  be  the  consequence  ? 
That  if  any  of  those  Powers  were  attacked,  or  should  wan- 
tonly provoke  an  attack,  for  the  engagement  was  left  general 
and  unconditional,  we  should  give  them  all  the  succour  in  our 
power.  Thus,  for  the  assistance  of  a  few  thousand  foreign 
mercenaries,  we  are  not  only  to  pay  double,  but  are  to  enter 
into  a  solemn  engagement  to  exert  our  whole  force,  to  give 
them  all  the  succour  in  our  power,  if  the  Landgrave  or  Duke 
shall  be  attacked  or  disturbed  in  tlie  possession  of  his  domi- 


nions. 


His  Grace  begged  next  to  recall  to  the  memory  of  their 
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Lordships,  the  language  held  by  the  friends  of  the  present 
measures  towards  the  close  of  the  late  war.  He  said  a  very 
ingenious  gentleman  [Mr.  Mmtduit]  at  that  period  wrote  a 
pantiphlet,  entitled  "  Considerations  on  the  German  War," 
in  which  he  introduced  several  computations  of  the  cost  of 
every  French  scalp  to  this  nation  ;  and  made  it  amount  to 
ten  thousand  pounds  per  head.  He  therefore  recommended 
to  the  noble  Lords,  who  then  approved  of  that  gentleman's 
estimate,  to  consider  what  an  American  scalp  would  cost, 
when  seventeen  thousand  foreigners  would  stand  us  in  at  the 
rate  of  one  million  and  a  half  per  annum.  He  observed  he 
had  many  noble  I^ords  in  his  eye,  who  professed  themselves 
of  that  opinion.  One  noble  Lord,  now  absent,  [Lord  Bute,\ 
made  use  of  the  very  arguments  here  adverted  to,  in  debate, 
and  a  noble  Duke,  [of  Bedford,]  now  deceased,  maintained 
the  same  opinions.  He  remembered,  a  little  after,  when  we 
were  victorious  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  when  all  we 
wanted  was  money,  and  all  we  had  to  contend  with  was  cli- 
mate to  prevent  us  from  possessing  ourselves  of  the  whole 
of  Spanish  America,  the  same  two  noble  Lords  and  their 
friends  justified  the  peace,  on  no  other  ground  but  our  ina- 
bility to  raise  new  taxes.  They  allowed  that  conquest  was 
certain,  but  that  the  national  debt  was  enormous.  Where, 
then,  was  the  material  change  of  circumstances,  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  present  campaign,  when  the  debt,  which 
was,  after  a  thirteen  years'  peace,  not  reduced  above  seven 
millions,  where  the  conquest  was  not  certain,  and  where  if 
it  were,  it  would  be  a  conquest  over  our  own  subjects,  ope- 
rating to  our  own  ruin,  unaccompanied  by  either  fame  or 
advantage  ?  Would  not  we,  then,  as  at  the  close  of  the  last 
war,  be  in  a  situation  when  even  to  prosecute  certain  con- 
quest would  be  the  height  of  folly  and  political  phrensy? 

His  Grace  remarked  on  the  danger  of  keeping  a  body  of 
twelve  thousand  foreigners  together,  under  the  absolute 
command  of  one  of  their  own  Generals ;  of  the  possibility, 
though  he  should  consent  to  serve  under  a  junior  officer,  of 
his  arriving  to  the  supreme  command  ;  and  of  the  confusion 
which  might  be  created  by  a  difference  on  this  head,  between 
the  foreign  General  and  the  Commander-in-Chief.  He  laid 
great  stress  on  that  passage  in  the  Hessian  treaty,  in  which 
it  is  provided.  Article  9th,  "  that  his  Majesty  shall  make  use 
of  this  body  of  troops  by  land  in  Europe  wherever  he  shall 
judge  proper."  He  said  he  could  not  see  what  operations 
they  could  be  employed  in,  unless  it  were  in  this  country, 
in  case  of  a  rebellion  or  a  revolt,  which  none  foresaw  but 
the  advisers  of  the  present  measures.  The  foreign  troops 
were  to  be  double  officered,  which  was  another  weighty  and 
useless  expense ;  that  is,  every  company  of  one  hundred 
men  were  to  have  two  Captains,  two  Lieutenants,  two  Se- 
cond Lieutenants,  and  two  Ensigns,  and  so  in  proportion  of 
servants,  fee;  so  that,  out  of  the  whola  number,  upwards  of 
three  thousand  men  were  not  to  be  rank  and  file,  contrary 
to  every  rule  of  war,  which,  in  a  given  number  of  men, 
endeavours  to  render  the  rank  and  file  as  numerous  as  the 
nature  of  the  service  will  possibly  allow ;  because  it  is  on 
them  that  the  weight  of  attack  or  defence  generally  rests. 
It  is  so  in  our  own  troops,  and  has  always  been  an  esta- 
blished usage,  never  to  allow  more  than  four  officers  to  a 
corps  of  one  hundred  men. 

His  Grace  made  some  observations  on  the  supercession  of 
the  several  officers  in  the  naval  and  military  departments,  in 
which  he  maintained,  that  nothing  like  it  had  ever  happen- 
ed in  the  British  service,  without  complaints  or  without 
inquiry.  Great  faults  had  been  found  with  General  Gage 
and  Admiral  Graves ;  the  miscarriages  which  happened 
were  imputed  to  their  want  of  conduct ;  yet  no  charge  is 
made  against  them,  but  they  are  recalled.  To  keep  up  the 
farce,  the  former  is  received  coolly,  but  in  a  few  days  after 
a  new  commission  is  made  out,  appointing  him  Commander- 
in-Chief ;  and  in  a  few  days  again,  without  any  cause  even 
pretended,  for  there  could  be  none,  as  he  remained  on  the 
spot,  he  is  superseded,  and  General  Howe  appointed  in  his 
room.  Yet  that  is  not  the  best  of  it ;  Admiral  Shuldham 
is  appointed  to  succeed  Admiral  Graves;  but  before  he 
could  take  possession  of  this  command  he  is  supereeded, 
and  Lord  Howe  appointed  in  his  room.  Such  an  extraor- 
dinary conduct  was  surely  never  known  ;  but  perhaps  the 
superseded  Admiral  might  think  himself  easy  under  this  in- 
dignity, if  what  was  reported  was  true,  that  he  was  to  be 
created  an  Irish  Peer.  For  the  honour,  however,  of  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  he  hoped  his 


Lordship  would  explain  this  last  official  riddle,  and  fairiy, 
and  with  his  usual  candour,  inform  the  House,  whether 
those  arrangements  originated  from  him,  or  whether  he  was 
really  overruled  in  the  Cabinet. 

This  changing,  appointing,  and  superseding,  besides  the 
instability  it  denoted,  presented  another  matter  well  worthy 
their  Lordships'  consideration.  It  showed  that  the  service 
was  disagreeable  on  one  hand,  or  that  the  superior  officers 
were  passed  by  and  neglected  on  the  other.  He  said,  there 
were  some  officers  of  long  service  and  tried  abilities  present, 
as  well  as  several  others  of  high  rank  in  the  army.  He 
would  be  glad  to  know  from  them,  what  were  the  motives 
that  induced  Administration  to  pass  by  the  senior  officers, 
and  devolve  the  command  upon  a  very  young  Major-Gen- 
eral.  He  knew  that  it  must  proceed  either  from  an  aver- 
sion to  the  service  in  them,  or  a  total  want  of  respect  to 
their  persons  from  those  in  power. 

Much  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  justice  and  popularity 
of  the  present  measures.  He  should  not  debate  that  subject 
now.  It  was  said  that  the  independent  part  of  the  nation 
were  for  them  ;  but  he  questioned  the  assertion  strongly  in 
the  extent  it  was  contended  ;  for  in  the  other  House,  he  was 
informed  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  (Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,) 
and  the  Paymaster  of  the  forces,  (Mr.  Uigby,)  the  one  de- 
riving his  support  and  consequence  from  the  Cabinet,  and  the 
other  from  his  party,  and  both  deeply  interested  in  measures 
which,  if  pursued,  must  shortly  be  the  means  of  procuring 
for  them  princely  fortunes,  were  those  who  chiefly  support- 
ed coercive  measures.  Those  gentlemen  and  their  connec- 
tions, with  the  whole  race  of  money-jobbers,  contractors, 
&C.,  he  believed,  formed  no  small  part  of  the  "  indepen- 
dent" majorities  which  had  been  so  loudly  echoed  both 
within  and  without  doors,  as  precipitating  this  country  into 
a  cruel,  expensive,  and  unnatural  civil  war. 

He  observed,  that  the  war,  if  carried  on,  would  not  only 
be  a  war  of  heavy  expense  and  long  continuance,  but  would 
be  attended  with  circumstances  of  cruelty,  civil  rage,  and 
devastation,  hitherto  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  man- 
kind. We  were  not  only  to  rob  the  Americans  of  their 
property,  and  make  them  slaves  to  figlit  our  battles,  but  we 
made  war  on  them  in  a  manner  which  would  shock  the  most 
barbarous  nations,  by  firing  their  towns,  and  turning  out  the 
wretched  inhabitants  to  perish  in  cold,  want,  and  nakedness. 
Even  still  more,  this  barbarick  rage  was  not  only  directed 
against  our  enemies,  but  our  warmest  and  most  zealous 
friends.  This  he  instanced  in  the  late  conflagration  of  the 
loyal  town  of  JSorfolk,  in  Virginia,  as  Administration  had 
so  frequently  called  it,  which  was  reduced  to  ashes  by  the 
wanton  act  of  one  of  our  naval  commanders.  Such  an  act 
was  no  less  inconsistent  with  every  sentiment  of  humanity, 
than  contrary  to  every  rule  of  good  policy.  It  would  turn 
the  whole  continent,  as  well  friends  as  foes,  info  the  most 
implacable  and  inveterate  enemies.  It  would  incense  our 
friends,  and  render  our  enemies  at  once  fierce,  desperate, 
cruel,  and  unrelenting.  It  disgraced  our  anns ;  it  would 
render  us  despised  and  abhorred,  and  remain  an  indelible 
blot  on  the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  English  nation. 

His  Grace  stated  some  passages  in  the  treaties,  and  com- 
mented on  them  very  fully,  where  such  passages  explained 
matters  which  might  be  productive  of  disagreements  between 
the  foreign  and  native  troops,  and  stated  the  omissions  that 
had  been  purposely  or  ignorantly  made,  particulariy  in  regard 
to  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners.  He  said  that  mat- 
ter had  been  totally  passed  over  in  silence ;  and  if  any  pu- 
nishments should  be  inflicted  on  those  who,  by  the  language 
of  Parliament,  were  called  Rebels,  the  consequences  might 
be  dreadful.  He  alluded  to  the  case  of  Ethan  Allen,  who, 
being  found  in  arms,  was  brought  home  prisoner;  yet  Ad- 
ministration dared  not  bring  him  to  a  trial,  even  under  their 
favourite  Act  of  Henry  VIII,  either  because  they  knew  that 
he  could  not  be  legally  tried,  or  feared  an  English  jury 
could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  find  him  guilty.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  the  present  treaties  were  extremely  defective  in  that 
point ;  and  if  Administration  were  not  obstinately  deter- 
mined to  act  wrong  in  every  particular,  they  would  endea- 
vour to  provide  against  the  numerous  inconveniences  which 
must  arise  from  a  want  of  a  cartel. 

He  concluded,  by  informing  their  Lordships  that  what 
he  was  now  going  to  state  might  be  deemed  improper,  as 
exposing  our  national  weakness ;  but  if  it  was  essentially 
necessary,  he  presumed  that  objection  would  be  removed ; 
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and  if  the  objection  could  be  removed  on  the  ground  that 
France  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  present  sUite  and 
condition  of  tiie  national  force  nowwitliin  the  kingdom,  that 
would  be  another  good  reason  that  nothing  respecting  our 
means  of  defence  should  be  concealed.  He  then  said,  that 
the  whole  of  our  military  force,  now  within  this  kingdom, 
consisted  of  the  foot-guards,  composed  of  sixty-four  compa- 
nies amounting  to  two  thousand  five  hundred  men,  one 
thousand  of  which  were  destined  for  America ;  three  regi- 
ments of  horse  and  body-guards,  of  about  one  thousand  five 
hundred  men  ;  four  battalions  returned  from  Aimrka,  with 
officers  only,  at  about  one  hundred  each  ;  ten  regiments  of 
dragoons,  of  two  hundred  men  each ;  and  three  complete 
battalions  of  infantry, — the  whole  amounting,  (allowing  for 
the  one  thousand  men  drafted  from  the  guards,)  to  about 
seven  thousand  men.  Supposing,  then,  that  three  thousand 
of  those  were  put  into  the  garrisons  of  Plymouth,  Ports- 
mouth, and  Chatham,  the  remainder  fit  to  take  the  field, 
after  a  sufficient  number  was  left  to  guard  London,  allow- 
ing one  thousand  for  each  place,  would  not  be  above  three 
thousand;  which,  he  contended,  would  be  totally  inade- 
quate to  any  military  operation,  should  France  and  Spain 
think  proper  to  take  an  advantage  of  our  defenceless  state. 
He  said,  indeed,  that  a  Militia  was  to  be  raised,  in  order  to 
supply  this  deficiency  ;  but  however  constitutional  that  mode 
of  national  defence  might  be,  he  insisted  that  it  would  never 
answer  any  purpose  of  repelling  a  powerful  enemy,  while  it 
continued  to  be  so  disgracefully  and  improperly  conducted 
as  it  was  at  present,  when  unqualified  officers  were  admit- 
ted on  one  hand,  and  substitutes  on  the  other.  Besides, 
though  the  Militia  had  been  officered  and  manned  much 
better,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  they  could  face  a 
veteran  army,  superior  in  numbers  and  discipline.  And 
as  for  the  invalids,  every  man  among  them  almost  fit  for 
real  service,  had  been  already  drafted :  so  that,  on  the 
whole,  the  picture  which  such  a  scene  of  internal  weak- 
ness, joined  with  a  few  ships  not  half  manner,  presented, 
was  most  dreadful.  It  was,  however,  necessary  to  bring  it 
forward,  to  see  if  anything  could  stimulate  our  Governours 
to  provide  for  our  national  safety,  and  prevent  us  from  falling 
a  prey  to  our  dangerous  and  ambitious  neighbours. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk.  I  cannot  say,  my  Lords,  that  the 
noble  Duke  who  made  the  motion  has  stated  one  solid  ob- 
jection to  the  present  treaties,  or  pointed  out  a  single  instance 
in  which  our  former  treaties  with  those  Princes  have  been 
materially  departed  from.  His  Grace  has  taken  great  pains 
to  swell  the  account  by  several  items,  which,  according  to 
my  apprehension,  do  not  properly  belong  to  it ;  but  if  they 
did,  they  would  not  prove  a  tittle  relative  to  the  compara- 
tive dearness  or  cheapness  of  the  terms  on  which  the  troops 
have  been  procured.  The  tenour  of  the  treaties  themselves 
are  no  other  than  what  has  been  usual  on  former  occasions. 
The  present,  it  is  true,  is  filled  with  pompous,  high-sound- 
ing phrases  of  alliance ;  but  I  will  be  so  ingenuous  as  to 
confess  to  the  noble  Duke,  that  I  consider  them  merely  in 
that  fight ;  and,  if  he  will,  I  allow  that  the  true  objects  of 
those  treaties  is  not  so  much  to  create  an  alliance,  as  to 
hire  a  body  of  troops,  which  the  present  rebellion  in  Ame- 
rica has  rendered  necessary.  I  will  likewise  give  this  general 
answer  to  his  Grace,  relative  to  the  comparative  expense, 
that  should  the  war  be  terminated  in  one  year,  the  bargain 
will  be  manifestly  advantageous,  because  we  shall  pay  but 
one  year's  double  subsidy,  which  is  equal  to  two  years  sin- 
gle subsidy.  If  the  war  should  continue  two  years,  in  that 
event  we  shall  neither  gain,  nor  lose,  because  two  years 
double  subsidy  will  be  equal  to  four  years  single,  the  usual 
term  stipulated  in  former  treaties ;  and  if  the  war  should 
continue  longer,  I  confess  that  the  terms  would,  in  that 
event,  be  disadvantageous.  But,  my  Lords,  though  the 
terms  were  really  as  disadvantageous  as  the  noble  Duke  has 
endeavoured  to  represent  them,  if  we  wanted  the  troops,  we 
should  have  been  obliged  to  acquiesce.  The  proper  ques- 
tion is.  Whether  we  do  want  them  ?  I  must  declare  for 
one,  that  I  think  we  do ;  and  as  such,  am  happy  that  we 
were  able  to  procure  them  on  such  easy  and  beneficial 
terms ;  for  all  circumstances  considered,  such  as  the  very 
short  notice,  the  disagreeableness  of  the  service  at  such  a 
distance  from  home,  to  be  transported  across  the  Atlantick 
Ocean,  induce  me  to  be  surprised,  not  that  we  were  obliged 
to  pay  so  dear  for  them,  but  rather  serve  to  astonish  me  how 
we  were  able  to  procure  them  so  cheap.     Besides,,  the 


noble  Duke  seems  to  forget,  that  even  on  his  own  principles 
foreigners  are  much  more  proper  to  be  employed  in  this  war 
than  natives ;  for  if  the  war  be  just,  of  which  I  have  no 
doubt,  and  that  troops  must  be  employed,  and  that  foreign- 
ers can  be  more  easily  had  than  natives,  the  measure  will 
follow  of  necessity,  and  can  be  fairly  justified  on  that  ground. 
The  noble  Duke,  alluding  to  a  passage  in  the  Hessian  treaty, 
says,  that  the  troops  being  under  the  command  of  a  senior 
officer,  the  supreme  command  of  the  whole  army  will  na- 
turally devolve  on  him,  when  the  British  Commander-in- 
Chief  happens  to  be  a  junior  officer.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
speak  from  my  own  knowledge,  but  I  would  appeal  to  any 
noble  Ijord  in  this  House  acquainted  with  military  matters, 
whether  the  commission  given  a  Commander-in-Chief  does 
not  supersede  any  other ;  and  whether  of  course  a  young 
Major-General,  acting  in  that  character,  will  not  thereby 
have  an  absolute  and  supreme  command  over  every  officer  in 
that  service,  be  his  rank  what  it  may.  The  noble  Duke 
says  we  brought  over  Ethan  Allen  in  irons  to  this  country, 
but  were  afraid  to  try  him,  lest  he  should  be  acquitted  by  an 
English  jury,  or  that  we  should  not  be  able  legally  to  con- 
vict him.  I  do  assure  his  Grace,  that  he  is  equally  mistaken 
in  both  his  conjectures :  we  neither  had  a  doubt  but  we 
should  be  able  legally  to  convict  him,  nor  were  we  afraid 
that  an  English  jury  would  have  acquitted  him  ;  nor,  further, 
was  it  out  of  any  tenderness  to  the  man,  who,  I  maintain, 
had  justly  forfeited  his  life  to  the  offended  laws  of  his  coun- 
try. But  I  will  tell  his  Grace  the  true  motives  which  in- 
duced Administration  to  act  as  they  did  :  we  were  aware 
that  the  Rebels  had  lately  made  a  considerable  number  of 
prisoners,  and  we  accordingly  avoided  bringing  him  to  his 
trial  from  considerations  of  prudence — from  a  dread  of  the 
consequences  of  retaliation ;  not  from  a  doubt  of  his  legal 
guilt,  or  a  fear  of  his  acquittal  by  an  English  jury.  The 
noble  Duke  has  quoted  one  instance  to  show  that  the  ex- 
pense of  foreign  troops  has  been  increased,  because  they 
were  double  officered.  I  do  not  pretend  to  speak  directly 
as  to  the  necessity  of  such  an  arrangement ;  but  I  have  no 
doubt  but  it  is  agreeable  to  the  usage  of  the  Hessian  ser- 
vice, and,  as  such,  is  no  more  than  what  has  been  agreed  to 
by  former  treaties. 

The  Earl  of  Coventry.  I  do  not  rise  to  speak  expressly 
to  the  present  treaties,  further  than  they  relate  to  the  mea- 
sures now  pursuing  relative  to  America,  which,  for  the  rea- 
sons so  often  urged  by  me,  I  shall  ever  continue  to  think 
impolitick  and  unwise,  and,  as  such,  shall  declare  my  hearty 
disapprobation  of  them  ;  not  that  I  think  the  wisest  or  best 
concerted  measures  that  were  ever  planned  can  avert  the 
destruction  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  increasing  power, 
wealth,  and  population  of  the  Colonies,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
inevitable.  It  is  in  the  body  politick  as  in  the  natural  body, 
the  seeds  of  dissolution  are  contained  in  the  first  vital  prin- 
ciples of  both.  Sooner  or  later  the  event  must  happen  :  and 
the  greatest  stretch  that  human  wisdom  can  effect  is  no  more 
than  to  prolong  the  duration  of  one,  as  the  greatest  care  and 
attention,  joined  with  the  best  native  constitution,  may  do  to 
prolong  the  other.  If  you  look  on  the  map  of  the  globe, 
and  view  Great  Britain  and  JS'orth-America,  and  compare 
the  extent  of  both ;  if  you  consider  the  soil,  the  harbours, 
rivers,  climate,  and  increasing  population  of  the  latter, 
nothing  but  the  most  obstinate  blindness  and  partiality  can 
prevail  on  any  man  to  entertain  a  serious  opinion  that  such 
a  countrv  will  long  continue  under  subjection  to  this.  The 
question  is  not,  therefore,  how  we  shall  be  able  to  realize 
such  a  delusive  scheme  of  dominion,  but  how  we  shall  make 
it  their  interest  to  continue  faithful  allies  and  warm  friends. 
Surely  that  can  never  be  effected  by  fleets  and  armies.  On 
the  contrary,  instead  of  meditating  conquest,  and  exhaust- 
ing our  strength  in  an  ineffectual  struggle,  we  should  vote  a 
thanksgiving,  and  wisely  abandoning  all  wild  schemes  of 
coercing  that  country,  we  should  leave  America  to  itself, 
and  wish  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  only  substantial  benefit 
we  can  ever  expect  to  derive  from  it,  the  profits  of  an  ex- 
tensive commerce,  and  the  strong  support  of  a  firm  and 
friendly  alliance  for  mutual  defence  and  assistance.  It  has 
been  my  misfortune,  when  I  have  formerly  spoken  on  this 
subject,  to  be  misunderetood  by  a  learned  and  noble  Lord  I 
now  see  in  his  place,  [Lord  Mansfield.]  His  Lordship  sup- 
posed, that  I  wished  for  a  separation  of  the  two  countries, 
purely  to  convince  America  of  her  weakness  and  inability 
to  subsist  without  us,  and  that  with  an  expectation  of  her 
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again  returning  to  her  former  subordinate  situation.  The  no- 
ble Lord,  I  liave  no  doubt,  understood  me  in  that  sense  ;  but 
I  trust  his  Lordship  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  I 
meant  no  such  thing.  I  think  such  an  union  impracticable, 
and  I  think,  too,  that,  sooner  or  later,  a  formal  separation 
must  take  place.  In  such  an  event,  I  allow,  it  would  be  the 
mutual  interest  of  both  countries  to  be  connected  by  every 
tie  of  alliance  and  friendly  intercourse  ;  in  short,  to  be  united 
in  everything  but  the  same  Government. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle.  I  trust  1  shall  obtain  credit  when 
I  assure  your  Lordships  that  no  consideration  whatever 
should  induce  me  to  give  a  negative  to  the  motion  now 
made,  if  I  had  not  been  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  necessity 
of  the  measures  carrying  on  against  America.  It  is  not,  in 
my  opinion,  a  mere  question  of  party,  but  involves  in  it  the 
consequences  of  the  total  ruin  or  salvation  of  this  country. 
If  we  should  concede,  so  as  to  relinquish  every  substantial 
benefit  which  we  might  derive  from  our  political  sovereignty 
and  commercial  control  over  our  Colonies,  what  will  be  the 
probable  consequence,  but  that  this  country,  deprived  of  the 
advantages  of  an  immense  commerce,  and  everything  flow- 
ing and  connected  with  those  advantages,  will  gradually 
sink  into  obscurity  and  insignificance,  and  fall  at  length  a 
prey  to  the  first  powerful  or  ambitious  state  which  may 
meditate  a  conquest  of  this  Island  ?  If  we  consider  the 
present  state  and  condition  of  several  of  the  great  Powers  of 
Europe ;  if  we  reflect  on  their  strength  and  immense  re- 
sources ;  if,  viewing  the  map,  we  see  the  figure  Great  Bri- 
tain cuts  in  respect  of  extent  of  territory;  if  we  collect  the 
whole  into  one  focus,  and  connect  the  ideas  of  their  strength, 
and  our  own  native  imbecility,  should  America  be  torn  from 
us,  the  prospect  is  indeed  dreadful.  It  is,  therefore,  in  my 
opinion,  a  measure  not  only  necessary  to  the  vindication  of 
our  honour,  but  even  essential  to  our  very  existence  as  a 
people.  It  calls  on  us  to  exert  every  power,  and  strain 
every  nerve,  to  bring  America  back  again  to  her  duty,  and 
to  secure  to  us  her  subordinate  dependance.  On  this  ground, 
and  this  alone,  I  am  warmly  for  the  measure  proposed  to  be 
rescinded  by  this  motion.  I  have  not  a  doubt  of  the  neces- 
sity of  coercive  measures  in  the  present  state  and  disposition 
of  America ;  and  under  that  conviction  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  number  of  hands  required  to  carry  on  our  manu- 
factures, the  little  use  of  new  levies,  at  least  for  the  first 
campaign,  and  the  desire  every  friend  to  his  country  ought 
to  have  to  put  a  speedy  termination  to  the  present  un- 
happy troubles,  united,  create  an  evident  necessity  for  the 
employment  of  foreigners,  in  preference  to  native  troops. 
Besides,  consider  only  the  unwieldly  bulk  of  this  vast  ex- 
tended empire,  and  the  operations  necessary,  even  in  case  of 
a  defensive  war,  and  determine,  if  it  be  possible,  for  such  an 
inconsiderable  spot  as  this  Island  is,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
to  furnish  numbers  sufficient  to  carry  on  operations  the  na- 
ture of  such  a  service  demands. 

His  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  My  Lords,  I  shall 
not  enter  into  the  whole  field  of  the  American  debate,  which 
has  been  so  ably  discussed  by  your  Lordships ;  but  as  I  have 
constantly  opposed  these  oppressive  measures,  I  heartily 
concur  with  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  Duke,  because 
it  is  full  of  respect  and  duty  to  the  Crown,  strongly  repro- 
bating the  misconduct  of  Ministers,  and  laying  the  basis  for 
a  happy  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Co- 
lonies. My  Lords,  I  lament  to  see  Brunswickers,  who  once 
(to  their  great  honour)  were  employed  in  the  defence  of  the 
liberties  of  the  subject,  now  sent  to  subjugate  his  constitu- 
tional liberties  in  another  part  of  this  vast  empire. 

The  Duke  of  Chandos.  The  noble  Duke  who  made 
the  motion  has  charged  the  supporters  of  the  measures  re- 
specting America,  with  favouring  designs  subversive  of  the 
liberties  of  their  country.  I  do  assure  his  Grace,  if  I  thought 
the  measures  he  speaks  of  had  any  such  tendency,  neither 
his  Grace  nor  any  noble  Lord  in  this  House  would  be 
further  than  I  from  giving  or  affording  them  the  least  coun- 
tenance or  support.  It  is  because  I  am  fully  satisfied  that 
those  measures  are  perfectly  necessary  and  constitutional, 
that  I  have  uniformly  given  them  my  sanction  as  a  member 
of  this  House ;  and  I  will  add,  that  I  am  no  less  convinced 
of  the  propriety  of  the  measures,  than  of  the  high  integrity 
and  abilities  of  those  who  have  advised  them.  The  noble 
Duke  has  thrown  out  the  most  unjust  charges  and  ill-founded 
insinuations  against  the  whole  body  of  the  Militia.  As  a 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  a  very  respectable  County,  I  find  my- 


self included  in  the  censure,  and  look  upon  my  honour  as 
very  materially  wounded.  I  am  certain  I  can  answer  for 
the  corps  which  I  have  the  honour  to  command ;  and  have 
reason  to  presume  it  is  universally  so  throughout  the  service, 
that  no  ofhcers  but  such  as  are  duly  qualified  to  serve  are 
admitted.  1  therefore  am  authorized  to  say,  that  the  noble 
Duke  is  totally  mistaken  in  his  assertions,  so  far  as  has  come 
within  my  own  knowledge ;  and  have  a  right  to  presume 
that  he  has  been  equally  mistaken  as  applying  to  every 
other  corps  in  his  Majesty's  service. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester.  My  Ijords,  after  the  long  and 
accurate  detail  given  by  the  noble  Duke,  of  the  treaties  now 
before  the  House,  I  will  not  detain  your  Lordships  by  a  re- 
capitulation of  particulars ;  nor,  indeed,  do  I  think  it  very 
material  to  except  against  particulars  of  a  treaty,  where  the 
whole  appears  to  me  greatly  reprehensible,  or  to  cavil  with 
Ministers  on  little  articles,  whilst  charges  of  a  heavier  nature 
may  be  laid  to  their  account.  The  information  given  to  us 
in  his  Majesty's  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  of 
the  introduction  of  foreign  troops  into  the  garrisons  of  Gib- 
raltar and  Mahon,  without  the  previous  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment, gave  me  a  serious  alarm.  The  unconstitutional  doc- 
trine held  in  this  House,  setting  up  the  power  of  the  pre- 
rogative above  the  power  of  Parliament ;  the  attempt  to 
introduce  foreign  troops  into  Ireland,  without  even  asking 
the  opinion  of  the  British  Parliament, — all  concur  to  bear 
strong  testimonies,  that  an  abridgment  of  Bn'^isA,  as  well 
as  American  liberty,  would  not  be  disagreeable  to  some  of 
our  present  rulers.  Long  has  this  nation  survived  the  loss 
of  that  liberty  which  was  once  the  lot  of  her  neighbouring 
European  kingdoms ;  but,  my  Lords,  there  is  at  present  such 
an  indifference  to  serious  things,  such  a  love  of  ease  and 
luxury,  which  gives  to  Ministers  an  almost  irresistible  sway, 
that  I  doubt  this  country  is  very  near  that  crisis  when  she 
will  passively  surrender  all  those  rights  her  ancestors  held 
most  dear.  My  Lords,  I  am  not  vain  enough  to  think  that 
I  possess  any  power  of  speech  to  awaken  to  publick  zeal ; 
but,  with  your  permission,  I  will  submit  to  you  some  reasons, 
drawn  from  State  policy  and  convenience,  why  we  should 
not  be  too  eager  to  push  on  this  war.  My  Lords,  whatever 
was  the  original  cause  of  the  war;  whatever  were  the 
claims  of  Great  Britain,  or  however  unjustifiable  might  be 
thought  the  resistance  of  the  Colonies  to  those  claims, — no 
impartial  man  can  say,  that  in  nothing  has  Britain  been  to 
blame.  But  waiving  this  disquisition,  let  us  consider  the 
present  situation  of  affairs.  The  events  of  the  last  cam- 
paign show  us  that  the  war  will  not  be  of  very  easy  conclu- 
sion. Though  we  allow  the  British  troops  to  have  been 
successful  at  the  attack  on  the  heights  of  Charhstown,  yei 
was  that  success  dearly  bought  and  greatly  balanced  by  the 
loss  of  forts,  of  garrisons — I  might  say,  of  nations.  The  de- 
fection from  Government  has  been  total — total,  my  Lords ; 
for  besides  the  desolated  prison  of  the  British  troops,  (the 
devoted  Boston,)  and  the  town  of  Halifax,  kept  in  awe  by 
a  large  garrison,  what  remains  to  Government,  of  all  the 
continent  of  America,  as  far  as  British  Colonies  extend  ? 
Nay,  my  Lords,  the  misfortune  has  spread  farther :  the  con- 
quests of  the  last  war,  so  dearly  rent  from  France,  are 
mouldering  from  us  ;  and  though  we  have  reports  that  the 
Provincial  arms  have  met  a  check  at  Quebeclc,  great  part  of 
Canada  owns  another  master.  Still  we  are  bent  to  push  on 
an  invading  war  against  a  powerful  enemy,  with  every  cir- 
cumstance against  us  but  the  advantage  of  our  fleet.  Let 
us  now  consider  the  means  we  have  to  prosecute  this  war. 
The  British  troops,  we  find,  fail  not,  my  Lords,  in  point  of 
courage ;  but  they  show  an  honest  backwardness  to  engage 
against  their  fellow-citizens.  To  Germany  we  have  recoui-se 
for  assistance ;  seventeen  thousand  German  mercenaries  are 
at  last  obtained  ;  with  these  and  a  small  British  army,  many 
of  whose  regiments  consist  entirely  of  recruits,  some  of  whom 
are  of  the  worst  description,  (for  I  have  been  told  that  even 
the  prisons  have  been  ransacked  to  augment  the  number,) 
is  this  country  to  engage  a  nation  who  are  entliusiastick  in 
their  cause  ;  have  no  hopes  but  in  success  ;  are  united  by 
evcrj'  tie;  have  every  stimulative  to  courage  that  shame  or 
ambition  can  give  an  army  of  brothers.  The  mercenaries 
we  employ  (for  they  may  be  justly  called  so,  since  that 
man  must  be  deemed  a  mercenary  soldier  who  fights  for  pay 
in  the  cause  in  which  he  has  no  concern)  are  a  motley  band 
of  various  nations,  who  are  yet  in  Germany,  and  are  yet  to 
be  conveyed  across  the  Atlantlck.    Some  will  perish  in  the 


299 


TREATIES  FOR  THE  HIRE  OF  TROOPS  TO  ACT  AGAINST  AMERICA. 


300 


way,  some  desert.  But  T  will  suppose  the  remnant  landed 
on  the  American  shore :  will  conquest  inimediately  follow  ? 
Impossible  to  expect  it.  If  the  Generals  know  their  duty, 
(and  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it,)  the  first  employment 
they  must  have  will  be  to  secure  a  post,  in  case  of  disaster, 
to  establish  a  place  of  arms,  to  endeavour  to  form  maga- 
zines ;  else  whence  can  this  army  be  supplied  with  provi- 
sions ?  Is  it  from  England  1  From  the  English  fleet  ?  The 
fleet  cannot  sail  within  the  land — cannot  go  up  the  rivers  ; 
so  that  the  army,  without  magazines,  cannot  possibly  quit 
tbe  coast,  and  great  part  of  the  campaign  must  be  spent 
in  preparations.  My  Lords,  we  must  look  upon  this  war 
as  a  war  of  conquest.  It  is  too  late  to  treat  the  Americans 
as  Rebels,  that  the  dignity  of  Government  requires  to  be 
punished.  They  are  a  powerful  nation,  a  formidable  ene- 
my. The  army  must  be  divided,  for  many  are  the  forces 
with  whom  they  are  to  engage.  Are  we  certain  that  even 
the  troops  proposed  to  be  employed  will  not  be  opposed  by 
greater  numbers  ?  Can  we  conceive  one  campaign  can  end 
the  war  ? 

My  Lords,  there  is  another  very  material  consideration, 
on  which  I  will  touch  but  gently,  for  I  wish  not  to  add  to 
embarrassments :  Are  Ministers  certain  they  are  prepared 
for  the  expenses  of  the  war?  The  great  annual  outgoings 
(the  publick  debt)  were,  at  the  close  of  the  last  war,  thought 
a  sufficient  reason  for  accepting  a  peace,  certainly  inade- 
quate to  the  glories  of  the  war.  In  thirteen  years'  peace, 
some  saving  has  been  made ;  the  expense  of  the  ensuing 
campaign  promises  to  swallow  up  the  whole  of  that  saving. 
Thus,  in  point  of  revenue,  are  we  in  the  situation  we  were 
at  the  end  of  the  war  ?  But  we  have  lost  the  American 
trade  without  an  equivalent.  The  trade  of  the  last  year, 
to  supply  the  Spanish  flota  and  the  demands  through  Rus- 
sia, will  be  no  lasting  resource.  The  one  is  over;  the 
other,  I  am  informed,  declines.  The  additional  tax  laid 
upon  land,  will,  it  is  supposed,  not  pay  the  expense  of  the 
conveyance  of  the  tixx)ps. .  If  Ministers  should  be  obliged 
to  anticipate  the  taxes  ;  if  the  Bank  should  be  induced  to 
lend  the  assistance  of  their  credit ;  if  the  taxes  should  fall 
short ;  if  any  unforeseen  calamity  should  happen, — might 
not  the  publick  credit  receive  as  rapid  a  shock  as  within 
these  few  years  befel  the  India  Company  ?  In  short,  ray 
Lords,  the  difficulties  are  so  numerous,  that  one  should  be 
inclined  to  think  some  fatal  evil  influence  confounded  the 
wisdom  of  our  counsellors.  My  Lords,  I  read  in  Holy 
Writ,  that  when  Ahab,  for  his  sins,  was  devoted  to  destruc- 
tion, the  host  of  Heaven  was  assembled  before  the  Lord,  and 
tlie  Lord  said,  "  Who  will  persuade  Ahab  to  go  up  and  war 
against  Ramoth  Gilcad,  that  he  may  fall  there  ?  And  an 
evil  spirit  said,  I  will  go  forth  and  persuade  him.  And  the 
Lord  said.  Go,  and  thou  shalt  persuade  him."  I  shall  not, 
I  hope,  be  thought  irreligious,  if  I  apply  this  allegory  to  the 
British  nation.  It  does  seem  as  if,  in  punishment  for  their 
offences,  they  were  condemned  to  go  and  war  against  their 
brethren  in  America,  and  to  "  fall  there."  I  wish  the  appli- 
cation may  not  prove  just ;  and  yet,  my  Lords,  everything 
gives  it  the  appearance  of  truth.  No  measures  taken  to 
bring  the  war  to  a  conclusion  ;  no  plan  effective  to  force  the 
Americans  to  accept  the  terms  we  are  pleased  to  prescribe ; 
a  war  of  detail,  of  partisans,  that  can  lead  to  nothing  but  to 
perpetuate  rancour  and  animosity.  I  am  informed,  by  the 
late  despatches  from  Virginia,  that  the  Governour,  who 
has  long  quitted  the  residence  of  his  Government,  to  hold 
his  state  aboard  a  cruizing  ship,  has  had  the  notable  suc- 
cess of  firing  the  town  of  Norfolk,  the  largest  in  Virginia. 
1  make  no  doubt  he  has  a  commission  for  what  he  does — 
I  do  not  mean  his  commission  of  Governour,  for  that  is  a 
commission  to  protect  those  over  whom  he  is  appointed  to 
preside — but  a  commission  to  destroy,  to  burn  the  towns,  to 
ravage  the  plantations,  drive  off  the  slaves,  and  to  kill  those 
that  resist.  These  are  the  warlike  achievements  of  the  Go- 
vernour of  Virginia.  But  as  I  do  not  doubt  he  has  orders 
for  what  he  does,  far  be  it  from  me  to  condemn  an  absent 
man ;  but  I  cannot  think  well  of  those  who  from  hence 
command  this  wanton  ruin,  this  unnecessary  ravage,  this 
useless  desolation. 

My  Lords,  I  must  further  take  notice  of  one  extraordinary 
particular:  that  this  town  was  supposed  to  contain  many 
friends  of  Government ;  and  yet  such  is  the  determined 
vengeance,  that  even  friends  are  fired  upon  in  hopes  of  hurt- 
ing the  enemies  intermixed,  and  all  are  involved  in  one 


complicated  destruction.  Can  Ministers  think  that,  after 
this  proceeding,  one  friend  to  Government  will  remain  in 
America  ?  Can  they  expect  that  any  one,  blessed  with 
common  sense,  will  espouse  their  cause,  when  they  do  not 
protect  those  who  mean  obedience?  My  Lords,  1  am,  for 
these  reasons,  a  hearty  supporter  of  the  noble  Duke's  mo- 
tion, and  particularly  because  it  leads  to  that  peace  that  all 
must  allow  desirable.  I  am  the  more  earnest,  as  I  am  con- 
vinced it  is  still  to  be  attained.  Provoked  as  the  Americans 
have  been,  they  wish  for  reconciliation.  They  dread  to  be 
forced  into  independency.  They  would  even  buy  that 
peace,  not  at  the  price  of  their  liberty — that  must  be  secured 
to  them  ;  their  purse  and  property  must  be  their  own ; — but 
I  have  good  grounds  to  think,  could  they  be  certain  of  being 
dealt  with  by  people  who  were  sincere — whom  they  could 
trust — they  would  submit  to  all  necessary  regulations  of 
commerce ;  nay,  more,  they  would  assist  the  State  with  a 
revenue:  but  they  must  raise  it  themselves;  they  must  not 
be  taxed  from  hence.  My  Lords,  when  men  are  in  such  a 
disposition,  I  will  add  no  more  but  that  if  we  blindly  reject 
them,  we  do  not  know  the  value  of  that  people  we  thus  for- 
ever wantonly  cast  from  us. 

The  Earl  oi  Effingham.  My  Lords,  I  shall  take  up 
much  less  of  your  Lordships'  time  than  I  expected  to  do, 
on  the  exorbitant  terms  of  the  treaties,  as  the  noble  Duke, 
who  moved  the  address,  has  already  sufficiently  proved  the 
unreasonableness  of  them.  I  shall  only  make  one  observa- 
tion on  the  subject,  which  is,  that  if  these  seventeen  thou- 
sand men  have  the  effect  we  are  promised  they  shall,  of 
subduing  the  Americans  in  one  campaign,  their  pay,  to- 
gether with  the  subsidy,  and  the  excess  of  the  levy  money 
above  what  is  ever  allowed  in  England,  would  furnish  the 
pay  and  clothing  of  forty  thousand  men,  with  their  proper 
officers. 

On  the  legality  of  these  treaties,  I  shall  trouble  your 
Lordships  a  little  longer. 

The  first  and  most  striking  point  is,  the  administration  of 
justice  being  reserved  to  a  foreign  Prince,  within  the  domi- 
nions of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain ;  the  better  to  effect 
which,  an  executioner,  with  servants,  is  part  of  the  Hessian 
establishment  to  be  levied  by  Great  Britain ;  and  no  ex^ 
ception  or  limitation  of  this  illegal  power  seems  to  have  been 
thought  of,  even  in  case  the  civil  Government  should  be  re- 
stored in  America. 

The  second  great  consideration  is,  the  probability  of  a 
foreign  General  commanding  in  America ;  for  though  it  has 
been  said  that  the  commission  of  Commander-in-Chief  will 
entitle  our  young  Major-General  to  the  command,  yet  it 
will  not,  I  believe,  make  a  senior  officer  of  spirit  serve  under 
him,  though  it  may  make  him  retire  from  the  army.  But, 
in  the  Hessian  treaty,  there  is,  besides  the  Lieutenant  and 
Major-Generals,  a  General  commandant.  How  are  these 
two  Sosias  to  settle  the  matter  ?  I  confess  it  appears  to  me 
liable  to  great  confusion. 

With  regard  to  the  stipulation  of  assisting  Hesse,  if  at- 
tacked, it  is  not  a  just  war  alone  which  we  have  engaged  to 
enter  into  for  the  protection  of  the  Landgraviate ;  for  a  case 
may  happen,  in  which,  by  a  decree  of  the  Imperial  Cham- 
ber, the  Directors  of  the  Circle  are  ordered  to  march  into  the 
country,  to  compel  the  Landgrave  to  some  act  of  justice  or 
restitution ;  in  which  case  he  will  be,  according  to  the 
eleventh  article,  "  actually  attacked  by  force  of  arms,  with- 
out having  first  used  open  force  against  him  who  attacks 
him  ;"  and  we  must  either  excuse  our  breach  of  the  treaty 
by  our  Minister's  ignorance  of  the  Imperial  Constitutions,  or 
else  enter  into  a  war  like  that  in  America — not  to  maintain, 
but  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  the  Germanick  body. 

With  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  the  motion,  for  suspend- 
ing hostilities,  I  should  think  myself  unpardonably  tedious 
were  I  to  go  over  again  all  the  arguments  which  show  the 
inexpedience  of  the  war.  I  shall  only  state  to  your  Lord- 
ships, in  addition  to  what  I  and  many  othere  have  said  be- 
fore, some  information  which  I  have  received  from  the  best 
authority,  respecting  the  resources  of  the  Provincials,  and 
which  I  should  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  House, 
even  if  it  did  not  come  immediately  within  the  subject  of 
our  present  debate.  The  first  of  our  great  mistakes  seems 
to  be  in  the  number  of  their  people.  When  the  General 
Congress  had  ordered  returns  of  the  number  of  inhabitants 
in  each  Province,  an  idea  prevailed  that  these  returns  were 
to  be  the  measure  of  their  quotas.     It  was  proved  at  Bos- 
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ton,  that  they  only  returned  about  four  in  five  of  their  true 
numbers,  and  it  was  pretty  certain  that  other  places  in  New- 
England  returned  a  still  less  proportion  ;  yet  the  whole  num- 
ber amounted  to  three  millions  and  a  half;  it  can  therefore 
be  no  exaggeration  to  say,  that  they  considerably  exceed 
four  millions. 

Their  plan  of  finance  is  admirable  for  its  solidity  and 
simplicity.  In  September  last,  the  General  Congress  issued 
three  millions  of  dollars  in  paper,  for  the  security  of  which 
all  property  in  the  twelve  Colonies  stands  pledged.  They 
will,  this  summer,  lay  a  tax  amounting  to  about  a  dollar  per 
head,  which  will  probably  bring  in  most  of  their  bills,  which 
will  be  again  issued  in  payment  of  the  troops,  8ic.  For  the 
convenience  of  the  individuals,  each  Colony  will  issue  about 
half  a  million  in  smaller  bills,  on  its  separate  credit,  which 
will  be  issued  from  the  Provincial  Treasury,  where  the  Con- 
tinental bills  will  be  received  and  returned  to  the  general 
treasury.  What  a  different  paper  credit  is  this  from  what  is 
now  weighing  down  this  unfortunate  country.  How  worthy 
is  the  plan  of  imitation,  wherever  the  annual  revenue  can  be 
made  to  bear  any  proportion  to  the  annual  expense. 

In  the  summer  of  last  year,  the  General  Congress  fixed 
the  price  of  powder  and  other  stores ;  also,  of  provisions, 
&tc.  One  hundred  pounds  of  good  powder  was  rated  at 
fifty  dollars ;  for  this  the  importer  would  receive,  at  his  op- 
tion, silver  to  that  amount,  or  two  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds  of  flour,  or  in  proportion  of  lumber,  or  other  provi- 
sions :  this,  in  the  fVest-India  Islands,  would  fetch  thirty 
pounds  ;  so  there  is  no  fear  of  their  being  deprived  of  either 
their  silver  or  their  supply  of  military  stores.  Some  have 
doubted  whether  they  had  any  silver ;  but  they  should  con- 
sider that,  besides  the  contraband  trade,  our  army  must 
furnish  them  with  some  millions  of  dollars  in  specie  every 
year. 

Those  who  doubt  their  meeting  with  foreign  assistance, 
would  do  well  to  satisfy  themselves  that  the  Agent  from 
Madrid  to  Philadelphia  had  really  no  other  business  than 
to  present  the  colleges  in  America  with  the  labours  of  the 
illustrious  translator  of  Sallust.  It  is  also  worth  their  in- 
quiry, whether  or  no  the  French  merchants  have  bought 
American  commodities  with  arms  out  of  the  Royal  maga- 
zines, delivered  at  twenty  per  cent,  less  than  the  current 
prices.  Another  idea  has  been,  that  they  wanted  saltpetre. 
To  obviate  this,  the  General  Congress  printed  and  dispersed 
an  account  of  the  best  and  simplest  method  of  making  it.  In 
August  last,  a  saltpetre  work  was  become  a  necessary  ap- 
pendage to  a  farm ;  and  no  doubt  is  made  but,  from  the 
numbers  now  established,  saltpetre  will  become  a  conside- 
rable article  of  their  future  exports. 

The  management  of  the  Indians  was  an  early  object  of 
attention.  The  General  Congress,  considering  what  an  un- 
principled gang  the  bulk  of  Indian  tradere  were,  prevailed 
on  a  sufficient  number  of  respectable  men  to  undertake  that 
trade.  The  natural  event  was,  that  the  former  tradere  were 
execrated,  not  without  some  reflections  on  those  who  should 
have  prevented,  not  encouraged,  the  abominable  frauds  they 
had  been  subject  to. 

I  should  now  wish  your  Lordships  to  advert  to  your  situa- 
tion nearer  home.  The  Spaniards  are  again  armed,  and 
France  has  also  prepared  a  considerable  force.  May  not 
their  late  misfortune  at  Algiers  make  them  wiser  ?  If  zeal 
for  religion  be  supposed  to  actuate  them,  is  it  not  possible 
that  France  may  convince  them  that,  by  going  to  Ireland, 
they  would  serve  both  their  spiritual  and  temporal  interests  ? 
I  appeal  to  a  noble  Viscount  in  my  eye,  if  more  than  half 
that  kingdom  is  not  in  their  interest  ?  They  would  be  joined 
by  numbers  the  moment  they  land,  between  Cork  and  the 
Shannon ;  and  what  force  have  you  to  oppose  them,  either 
by  sea  or  land  ? 

My  Lords,  I  never  can  stand  up  in  your  Lordships'  pre- 
sence without  throwing  in  a  few  words  on  the  justice  of  this 
unnatural  war.  The  principal  foundation  on  which  it  rests, 
is  an  idea  which  has  been,  with  much  pains,  promulgated 
of  late,  that  taxes  are  not  de  gratia  but  dejure;  that  the 
necessity  of  the  State  gives  to  the  legislative  body  a  right 
to  impose  them,  and  that  the  people  have  no  right  to  with- 
hold them.  I  need  no  other  proof  that  these  principles  are 
encouraged  by  Government,  than  that  books,  published  by 
persons  who  enjoy  pensions  and  favours,  contain  them ; 
while  there  is  no  instance  of  any  court  favour  being  extend- 
ed to  any  of  those  wlw  have  laid  down  other  doctrines. 


Indeed,  my  Lords,  the  situation  in  which  some  of  these 
libellers  of  the  Constitution  are  placed,  decency  forbids  me 
to  name ;  but  this  I  will  assert,  that  whatever  doctrines 
others  may  hold,  and  whatever  name  they  may  please  to 
give  to  their  own  principles,  the  moment  I  am  satisfied  of 
the  truth  of  these  arguments,  I  shall  become  a  most  deter- 
mined and  zealous  Jacobite,  and  shall  hold  myself  bound, 
in  conscience  and  honour,  to  go  all  lengths,  and  risk  all  I 
hold  dear  as  an  Englishman,  in  atonement  of  having  ap- 
proved the  Revolution,  and  sworn  allegiance  to  the  House 
of  Brunsmck. 

Earl  Talbot.  The  noble  Earl  who  spoke  last  has  cer- 
tainly hit  off  one  leading  feature  of  the  Americans.  His 
Lordship  tells  you  that  even  in  the  midst  of  their  zeal  for 
freedom  and  independency,  they  were  not  able  to  conquer 
their  natural  propensity  to  fraud  and  concealment.  He  tells 
you,  that  to  evade  the  order  of  the  Congress  for  supplying 
their  quotas  of  men  and  money,  they  purposely  concealed 
their  real  numbers.  However  I  may  differ  from  the  noble 
Earl  in  the  deduction  he  has  drawn  from  this  fact,  I  am  not 
permitted  to  doubt  the  truth  of  it,  as  coming  from  a  person 
in  whose  estimation  they  bear  so  high  a  place.  This,  with 
me,  would  be  the  strongest  reason  imaginable  for  not  trust- 
ing to  their  professions,  when  it  is  seriously  stated,  that  they 
are  to  be  held  by  no  ties  whatever,  not  even  by  their  most 
sacred  engagements  to  support  a  cause  which  they  deem 
essential  to  their  very  existence  as  a  free  people.  They 
have  had  all  along  a  reluctance  to  order  and  good  Govern- 
ment, since  their  first  settlement  in  that  country ;  and  I  am 
every  day  more  and  more  convinced  that  this  people  will 
never  be  brought  back  to  their  duty,  and  the  subordinate 
relation  they  stand  in  to  this  country,  till  reduced  to  uncon- 
ditional submission.  Let  tliem  promise  or  hold  out  what 
present  convenience  or  future  views  of  independence  may 
suggest,  believe  me,  my  Lords,  they  will  never  give  up  their 
favourite  object,  till  they  are  fully  convinced  that  the  object 
is  unattainable.  J\o  concession  on  our  part,  no  lenity,  no 
endurance,  will  have  any  other  effect  but  that  of  increasing 
their  insolence,  and  encouraging  them  daily  to  rise  in  their 
demands.  They  have  been  obstinate,  undutiful,  and  un- 
governable, from  the  beginning — from  their  first  early  and 
infant  settlements  in  that  country.  They  began  to  manifest 
this  spirit  so  early  as  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  They  dispu- 
ted our  right  of  fishing  on  their  coasts,  in  the  times  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  Protectorate.  But  was  this  claim  to 
exemption  acceded  to  on  our  part,  or  this  privilege,  insepa- 
rably connected  with  sovereignty,  relinquished  ?  No :  then, 
as  now,  they  were  treated  as  presumptuous  and  ridiculous. 
Indeed,  the  principle  of  absolute,  unconditional  supremacy, 
was  so  fully  established  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II,  that 
what  by  some  people  establishes  a  right  on  our  part,  of  par- 
tial taxation  over  the  Province  oi  Pennsylvania,  was,  at  the 
time,  granted  as  a  favour  to  Mr.  Penn,  who  then  had  a  strong 
personal  interest  with  the  Sovereign.  Penn  was  a  sensible 
penetrating  man.  He  knew  the  power  to  tax  existed  in  the 
Sovereign ;  he  therefore  got  the  right  transferred  to  the 
Parliament,  lest  he  or  some  of  his  successors  should  suffer 
under  a  tax  laid  on  at  the  will  and  discretion  of  the  Sove- 
reign for  the  time  being.  This  right  was  first  vested  in 
Parliament  at  the  Revolution.  It  was  not,  to  be  sure,  a 
full  Parliament,  but  a  Convention,  which  laid  a  foundation 
for  the  privileges  the  nation  now  enjoys.  From  that  time, 
the  right  has  continued  clearly  in  Parliament,  in  the  three 
branches  of  the  Legislature  conjunctively ;  so  that  taking 
the  right  of  taxing,  as  derived  from  the  Sovereign  through 
Pariiament,  in  the  manner  here  described,  or  considering  it 
inherently  existing  in  the  whole  Legislature,  as  part  of  its 
very  essence,  the  effect  would  be  the  same ;  for  still  it  comes 
to  this,  that  the  supreme  power  retains  the  sovereignty 
over  its  several  subordinate  membere,  and  of  coukc  among 
the  other  various  powers  which  it  possesses,  is  constitution- 
ally entitled  to  exercise  the  right  of  taxation,  whenever  the 
connnon  interest  or  exigencies  of  the  State  may  render  the 
exercise  of  such  a  right  necessary. 

Eari  Temple.  My  Lords,  I  have  heard,  with  the  great- 
est sensibility,  the  very  honourable  testimony  which  has 
been  given  by  the  noble  Eari  [Eari  Talbot]  who  spoke  last, 
to  the^memory  of  one  so  deservedly  dear  to  me ;  and  I  think 
the  House  is  much  obliged  to  his  Lordship  for  the  informa- 
tion he  has  given,  and  the  new  lights  which  he  has  thrown 
upon  the  question  of  sovereignty  over  America,  in  which 
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tlie  right  of  taxation  is  specially  included.  Your  Lordships 
have  been  so  repeatedly  persecuted  by  debates  on  American 
questions,  and  1  have  so  frequently  given  my  opinion  upon 
these  questions,  that  I  could  most  willingly  have  spared  you 
this  trouble;  but  with  a  heart  feeling  as  warmly  as  mine 
does  for  the  honour  and  interest  of  my  country,  and  accus- 
tomed to  view  her  in  the  highest  point  of  glory,  1  cannot 
bear  the  thought  of  being  so  mucli  as  suspected  to  be  an 
indolent  or  an  indifferent  spectator  of  her  unexampled  dis- 
tress; nor  can  I  suffer  my  opinions,  in  so  arduous  and 
delicate  a  situation,  to  be  collected  from  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  whatsoever.  I  desire 
to  stand  or  fall  in  your  Lordships'  opinion,  and  that  of  my 
country,  by  those  1  deliver  myself.  I  am  still  clear,  my 
Lords,  as  to  the  rigiu  this  country  has  to  exercise  its  sove- 
reignty over  America  by  taxation.  I  had  no  hand  in  pass- 
ing the  Stamp  Act,  in  the  Declaratory  Bill,  in  the  bill  laying 
duties  upon  tea  and  other  commodities,  in  the  partial  repeal 
of  that  act,  nor  yet  in  the  insanity  of  sending  the  tea  to 
America  without  repealing  the  duty.  From  these  and  other 
causes,  together  with  the  imbecility  of  Administration,  this 
country  is  reduced  into  a  situation  so  deplorable  that  the 
wisest  and  honestest  man  in  the  kingdom  can  propose  no- 
thing that  promises  an  honourable  issue.  1  feel  that  I  speak 
in  fetters ;  I  therefore  will  not  press  arguments  on  either 
side  to  their  full  extent ;  the  next  easterly  wind  will  carry 
to  America  what  shall  fall  from  any,  and  from  every  Lord 
in  the  House.  I  do  not  wish  that  the  nakedness  of  my 
country  and  its  weakness  should  stand  confirmed  by  the  au- 
thority and  sanction  of  testimonies  given  here.  It  is  a  time 
to  act,  and  not  to  talk.  Much  is  to  be  done  and  little  said. 
The  die  of  war  is  cast,  the  sword  is  drawn,  and  the  scabbard 
thrown  away.  With  great  respect  to  your  Lordships,  wise 
as  you  are,  and  no  doubt  the  great  hereditary  Council  of  the 
King  and  kingdom,  yet  allow  me  to  say,  you  are  not  ena- 
bled to  decide  upon  mattere  of  such  transcendant  importance 
and  difficulty,  without  having  the  fullest  materials  before 
you,  which  you  most  certainly  have  not.  This  is  a  question 
for  the  Ministei's  to  decide,  who  must  be  supposed  to  have 
the  means  of  the  most  ample  information:  the  execution 
will  likewise  lie  with  them.  They  have  decided ;  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  they  have  at  last  some  well-considered 
plan ;  not  only  taking  into  pay  all  the  troops  that  can  at 
any  rate  be  got,  but  also  how  they  can  be  supported,  sup- 
plied, and  enabled  to  act  with  effect ;  in  short,  a  plan  con- 
sisting of  a  great  variety  of  efficient  parts.  If  I  had  the 
honour  of  being  in  the  King's  Council,  (which,  thank  God, 
1  have  not,)  I  should  expect  the  fullest  information  before  I 
could  decide ;  but  decide  I  would,  and  abide  by  the  deci- 
sion. Retired,  however,  as  I  now  am,  and  uninformed,  I 
have  not  presumption  enough  to  give  an  opinion,  nor  do  I 
hold  myself  specially  called  upon  to  do  it.  Aly  country  is, 
indeed,  reduced  to  a  deplorable  situation.  We  are  driven 
between  Scylla  and  Charyhdis,  and  it  will  be  transcendently 
difficult  to  steer  the  vessel  of  State  into  a  safe  port.  I  must 
be  allowed  freely  to  confess,  that  I  have  not  a  good  opinion 
of  the  King's  servants.  Past  experience  will  not  justify 
confidence ;  I  cannot,  therefore,  answer  to  myself  or  to  my 
country,  to  trust  such  men  with  the  expenditure  of  ten  mil- 
lions, and  laying  the  foundation  of  lavishing  many  more, 
our  last  stake ;  thereby  accelerating  that  bankruptcy  which, 
sooner  or  later,  I  fear,  by  adopting  either  measure,  is  become 
inevitable.  JNor  am  I,  on  the  other  hand,  so  friendly  to 
them,  as,  by  declaring  our  utter  inability  to  reduce  America, 
to  furnish  them  with  a  golden  bridge  for  concluding  an 
ignominious  peace,  on  any  the  most  ruinous  and  disgraceful 
terms.  I  cannot  consent  to  throw  this  once  great  and  glo- 
nous  country  at  the  feet  of  America ;  and  there  humbly 
implore  such  peace  as  she,  in  her  magnanimity,  shall  con- 
descend to  grant  us.  I  am  not  yet  made  to  the  idea  of 
hanging  out  a  white  flag  of  surrender.  To  those  who  la- 
ment the  present  most  melancholy  state  of  the  Colonies, 
once  so  prosperous  and  flourishing,  beyond  the  example  of 
any  others  known  in  the  annals  of  time,  I  cannot  help  ob- 
serving, that  I  rejoice  in  the  testimony,  because  it  does 
honour  to  the  Government  of  England,  under  whose  care 
and  influence  they  had  prospered  so  wonderfully.  I  do 
verily  believe,  that  till  the  late  troubles  they  had  infinitely 
less  to  complain  of  than  the  mother  country  herself;  and 
that,  separated  as  they  are  by  the  vast  Atlantick,  it  was  not 
in  the  nature  of  things  that  there  must  not  be  much  to  com- 


plain of,  though  not  sufficient  to  justify  their  ingratitude  to  the 
parent  State.  I  cannot  blame  a  determination  to  make 
peace,  sword  in  hand  ;  the  sooner  it  can  be  had  ujjon  rea- 
sonable, safe,  and  honourable  terms,  the  better  for  both 
countries.  I  never  did  declare,  whether  I  thought  it  was 
consistent  with  sound  policy  to  impose  any  tax  upon  Ame- 
rica, and  it  will  hardly  be  expected  that  I  should  decide  it 
now.  I  have  heard  it  called  an  unjust  war :  I  know  not 
who  in  this  House  have  a  right  to  call  it  so ;  not  those  who 
voted  for  the  Declaratory  Act ;  those  only  who  denied  our 
right  of  taxation,  and  how  very  few  were  they !  [only  five.] 
Negotiations  of  such  importance  and  delicacy  cannot  be 
transacted  with  too  much  secrecy.  I  cannot,  I  own,  ap- 
prove of  recalling  youi-  troops,  and  publishing  the  terms  to 
which  you  will  yield,  till  there  is  reason  to  be  well  assured 
that  they,  or  something  near  thereunto,  will  be  accepted. 
Infinite  sagacity  and  discretion  are  necessary  to  the  attain- 
ment of  what  all  alike,  1  am  persuaded,  must  eageriy  wish. 
When  the  happy  and  favourable  moment  for  conciliation 
shall  arrive,  1  hope  the  Ministers  will  seize  it,  and  I  sincere- 
ly wish  them  success.  At  least,  at  such  a  crisis  I  will  not 
hang  upon  the  wheels  of  Government,  and  thereby  render 
what  is  already  but  too  difficult,  the  more  impracticable. 
[His  Lordship  did  not  vote.] 

Viscount  Townshend.  Having  at  first  entertained  doubts 
relative  to  the  claims  of  this  country  over  America,  I  gave 
the  subject  for  some  time  all  the  attention  in  my  power.  I 
considered  the  several  charters.  I  examined  the  relation 
both  countries  stood  in  towards  each  other.  I  looked  back 
to  the  infant  as  well  as  the  more  mature  state  of  the  Colo- 
nies ;  and  was  at  length  convinced  that  America  was  bound 
by  every  rule  of  justice,  and  every  tie  of  gratitude  and  poli- 
tical obligation,  to  contribute  towards  the  common  support ; 
and  consequently  that  America,  from  the  beginning,  had 
been  the  aggressor.  But,  my  Lords,  though  the  right  of 
Great  Britain  to  control  every  part  of  the  dominions  of 
the  Crown  were  to  be  questioned ;  though  the  charters 
were  binding  and  valid  to  the  extent  contended ;  still  the 
state  of  things  is  such  as  renders  it  impossible  to  look  back 
to  the  causes  of  this  war,  so  as  to  answer  any  wise  or  salu- 
tary purpose.  The  justice  of  the  cause  is  lost  in  the  din  of 
war.  The  noble  Earl  in  the  blue  ribbon,  who  spoke  last, 
has  told  you  very  justly  that  it  is  now  become  a  struggle 
for  power;  the  die  is  cast,  and  the  only  point  which  now 
remains  to  be  determined,  is,  in  what  manner  the  war  can 
be  most  effectually  prosecuted,  and  speedily  finished,  in 
order  to  procure  that  unconditional  submission  which  has 
been  so  ably  stated  by  the  noble  Earl  witli  the  white  staff, 
[Earl  Talbot.'\  I  know  of  no  method  so  probable  to  insure 
success  to  our  operations  as  that  now  adopted.  By  it  we 
procure  an  immediate  supply  of  men;  men  trained  to  the 
use  of  arms,  and  of  course  fit  for  immediate  service.  And 
I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  measures  pursuing  will 
put  an  end  to  the  war  in  the  course  of  a  single  campaign. 
This  will  operate  doubly,  in  procuring  the  great  objects  we 
have  in  view  ;  it  will  at  once  put  an  end  to  the  calamities 
of  war,  and  save  an  immense  expense  to  the  nation.  A 
noble  Earl  [Lord  Effi7igham]  has  appealed  to  me,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  present  state,  condition,  and  disposition  of  Ireland  : 
to  which  I  can  only  answer,  if  any  disturbances  should 
break  out  in  that  kingdom,  they  must  be  suppressed.  I  do 
not  believe  they  will ;  nor  have  I  any  reason  to  think  such 
an  event  at  all  probable.  His  Lordship  has  stated  his  ap- 
prehensions of  a  French  or  Spanish  invasion.  That,  too,  I 
think  equally  improbable.  France  will  be  cautious  of  n)aking 
any  attempt  of  that  kind,  as  long  as  she  remembei-s  the 
defeat  and  destruction  of  the  armament  sent  there  under 
Thurot,  during  the  late  war.  But  supposing  that  the  noble 
Earl's  fears  were  well  founded;  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be 
an  additional  motive  for  pushing  on  the  war  with  vigour  and 
effect ;  in  short,  to  induce  us  to  terminate  it  by  the  most 
powerful  and  decisive  operations ;  for  if  it  should  be  per- 
mitted to  linger  beyond  the  present  campaign,  we  will  have 
a  right  to  expect  the  interference  of  some  foreign  power, 
who  may  probably  avail  itself  of  our  domestick  troubles  and 
civil  distractions.  The  noble  Duke  who  made  the  motion 
has  said  that  foreigners  were  attempted  to  be  forced  on  Ire- 
land, and  that  it  has  been  stripped  of  its  national  military 
establishment.  As  to  the  last,  if  it  be  a  fault,  it  cannot  be 
charged  on  the  Ministry  of  this  country.  It  was  an  act  of 
their  own  Parliament ;  and  if  his  M&jesty  had  not  bound 


305 


TREATIES  FOR  THE  HIRE  OF  TROOPS  TO  ACT  AGAINST  AMERICA. 


306 


liimself  by  his  royal  promise,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
liim  from  sending  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  military  force 
stationed  in  that  kingdom  to  what  part  of  the  empire  he 
pleased,  if  the  exigency  of  affairs,  or  the  operations  of  war, 
should  make  it  necessary.  In  respect  to  foreignei-s,  the 
very  state  of  Ireland,  as  represented  by  the  noble  Duke, 
■would  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  his  Majesty  to  send  a  body 
of  foreigners  into  that  kingdom  for  its  defence,  witlicut  ad- 
vising with  his  Parliament  there;  for  I  believe  the  noble 
Duke  will  hardly  contend  that  the  King,  with  the  advice  of 
his  Parliament  here,  or  on  an  emergency  previous  to  such 
an  advice,  may  not  send  a  body  of  troops  into  any  part  of 
the  dominions  of  the  British  Crown,  for  its  defence  and 
protection. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton.  The  noble  Duke  who  made  the 
motion  has  stated  the  whole  of  the  business  of  tliis  day  in  so 
accurate  a  manner,  with  so  much  precision,  and  so  judicious- 
ly pointed  to  the  several  leading  points  most  deserving  your 
Lordships'  attention,  as  to  leave  very  little  for  me  to  add. 
Indeed,  as  to  the  matter  immediately  under  consideration, 
his  Grace  has  totally  precluded  me.  I  cannot,  however, 
sit  down  without  expressing  my  general  sentiments  on  this 
very  momentous  and  important  motion.  From  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  troubles,  I  sedulously  endeavoured  to 
satisfy  myself  of  the  true  ground  and  nature  of  the  dispute; 
to  examine  the  respective  pretensions  of  the  parties,  to  pro- 
cure the  best  lights  the  nature  of  the  controversy  afforded, 
and  to  form  my  opinion  without  predilection  or  partiality. 
The  effect  of  those  researches  was,  that  I  plainly  saw  the 
people  of  America,  instead  of  being  protected  in  their  rights 
and  secured  in  their  property,  would  be  left  nothing  which 
they  could  call  their  own,  because  no  line  could  be  drawn, 
no  boundary  could  be  set  up,  to  limit  the  extent  of  the 
claim.  You  could  not  say  that  supremacy  shall  exist  for 
such  and  such  purposes,  and  shall  be  restrained  in  its  exer- 
cise in  such  and  such  cases ;  because  the  very  instant  you 
set  limits  to  its  right  of  taxation,  you  would  annihilate  the 
principle  on  which  that  right  is  founded,  and  consequently 
leave  the  question  as  undecided  as  ever.  Taking  it  in  the 
other  light,  that  unconditional  supremacy,  in  the  mode  and 
extent  laid  down  by  the  noble  Earl  with  the  white  staff", 
was  of  the  very  essence  of  Government,  similar  difficulties, 
though  arising  from  a  different  cause,  presented  themselves 
to  my  view;  I  mean  the  inexpediency  of  coercing  .America, 
and  the  impracticability  of  carrying  coercive  measures  into 
effectual  execution.  I  perceived  that  great  allowances  were 
to  be  made  for  a  people  who  had  been,  as  they  thought,  in 
the  exercise  and  possession  of  certain  specifick,  defined 
rights  for  more  than  a  century.  I  was  convinced  of  the 
cruelty  and  bad  policy  of  wresting  those  rights  from  them 
wantonly  and  without  any  apparent  cause.  I  evidently 
perceived  the  wiidness  and  impracticability  of  the  attempt, 
and  the  insurmountable  difficulties  which  stood  in  the  way 
of  a  project  so  big  with  folly  and  injustice.  But  let  me 
go  one  step  further,  and  suppose  that  the  expediency  and 
practicability  were  equal  to  the  presumed  justice  of  the 
cause :  ought  we  not  to  look  to  our  own  abilities,  to  our  re- 
sources, and  compare  the  inconveniences  which  must  result 
from  these  measures  with  the  advantages  we  propose  to 
obtain  ?  lam  tolerably  acquainted  with  the  finances  of  this 
country,  and  I  do  most  solemnly  assure  your  Lordships, 
that  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  tax  which  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  most  fruitful .  invention  to  devise  or  conceive,  that 
would  increase  the  receipt  at  the  Exchequer.  Every  tax 
that  can  possibly  be  thought  of  will  interfere  with  some 
other  already  in  being.  The  nation  is  loaded  to  the  full 
extent  of  its  abilities  ;  and  what  are  you  going  to  do  ?  You 
are  entering  into  a  war,  the  success  of  which  is  problemati- 
cal at  least,  if  not  improbable.  To  carry  on  this  war,  new 
taxes  will  be  necessary ;  and  having  no  security  to  give,  the 
consequence  must  be,  that  you  will  be  obliged  to  pledge  the 
old  funds,  contrary  to  publick  faith,  and  the  security  of  the 
publick  creditors  ;  or  you  will  be  compelled  to  contract  new 
debts,  which,  if  the  war  should  continue  for  any  time,  na- 
tional credit  will  be  ruined  and  the  kingdom  undone.  This 
leads  me  to  a  consideration  of  the  first  importance ;  it  is, 
the  general  inattention  and  indifference  to  the  interests  of 
the  nation  which  prevail  among  those  to  whom  they  are 
entrusted.  A  most  alarming  profligacy  of  manners,  and 
unbounded  love  of  pleasure  and  dissipation,  have  taken  pos- 
session of  almost  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  people.    Ministers 
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are  trusted  indiscriminatelj- ;  Parliament  has  smrendcTed  or 
abandoned  its  right  of  control,  and  all  the  great  concerns 
of  the  nation  are  trusted  to  chance,  or  to  men  by  no  means 
fitted  for  the  arduous  task  of  Government.     How  do  you 
think,  my  Lords,  tiiis  will   terminate  ?     When   the   people 
find   themselves  borne  down   under  the  pressure  of  taxes, 
which  they  will  be  no  longer  able  to  pay;  when  publick 
bankruptcy  stares  them  in  the  face ;  when,  in  consequence 
of  such  a  state  of  things,  universal  ruin  and  despair  spread 
themselves  through  every  jjart  of  this  Island  ; — I  will  tell 
you,  riiy  Lords,  the  people,  no  longer  able  to  endure  such 
calamities,  and  expecting  no  redress  where  only  it  can  be 
legally  or   constitutionally  sought,  will  seek  relief  in   the 
means  whicii  God  and  nature  lias  pointed  out.     They  will 
forbear  to  look  up  to  Parliament,  because  Parliament  has 
betrayed  them,  has  been  deaf  to  their  entreaties,  and  inat- 
tentive to  their  interests.     It  may  be  answered,  that  the 
present  measures  are  measures  of  the  people,  that  they  are 
a])proved  of  by  a  great  majority  of  the  nation,  and  that  they 
have,  in   a  variety  of  instances,  and  through  a  variety  of 
channels,  expressed  the  most  hearty  and  zealous  approba- 
tion.    I  deny  the  fact ;  but  though  I  should  allow  the  proofs, 
they  are  very  far  from   combatting  anything  I  have  now 
asserted.     If  tiie   people  have  been  misled  or  lulled  into  a 
deceitful  security,  it  proves  my  argument  on  the  ground  I 
have  taken  it  up.     It  is  not  on  the  wisdom  and  soundness 
of  the  measures,  but  on  their  fallacy  and  evil  tendency,  that 
I  draw  the  present  deductions.     Besides,  addresses,  and  the. 
various  means  employed   by  men  in  power  to  obtain  the 
publick  sanction  and  approbation,  will  never  pass  with  me 
lor  proof  of  their  being  the  real  sentiments  of  those  to  whom 
they  are  imputed  ;  for  at  no  time  since  the  firet  establish- 
ment of  the  Monarchy  did  this  test  of  publick  opinion  mani- 
fest itself  more  than  during  the  greater  part  of  the  rei^n  of 
James  II.     Addresses,  congratulations,  engagements  to  sup- 
port him  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  poured  in  from  every 
quarter ;  yet  that  infatuated  Monarch  fatally  discovered,  in 
the   hour  of  trial,  that  they  were  but  the  mere  efforts  of 
Ministerial   art  and  Court  adulation.     On  the  whole,  my 
Lords,  considering  this  great  question  in   all   its  different 
points  of  view,  and  pursuing  it  in  all  its  consequences,  I  can 
perceive  nothing  but  inevitable  ruin.     I  contemplate  it  with 
the  most  pungent  anxiety  ;  I  turn   my  face  from  it  with 
horrour.     These  have  been   my  sentiments  from  the  very 
beginning,  and  I  have  uniformly  acted  conformably  there- 
to.    I  have  argued,  prayed,  and  implored,  that  the  wild, 
ruinous,  and  destructive  project  might  be  laid  aside.     I  do 
now  beseech  your  Lordships,  for  the  last  time,  to  bestow- 
some  further  consideration  on  the  subject.     The  die  is  not 
irretrievably  cast ;  the  sword  is  drawn,  but  it  may  yet  be 
sheathed.     The  proposition  now  made  to  you  by  the  noble 
Duke  may  open  a  field  for  peace  and  reconciliation.     This 
opportunity  once  lost,  I  fear  can  never  again  be  recovered. 
I  would  beg  to  recall  to  your  Lordships'  recollection  what 
fell  from  me  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  when  in  another 
situation,  (where  I  unhappily  stood  single  in  opinion,)  that  I 
promised  to  submit  a  plan  for  composing  the  differences  now 
subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  America  to  your  con- 
sideration.    Whatever  has  been  urged  by  the  noble  Lord 
in  the  blue  ribbon  to  the  contrary,  I  am  convinced  it  is  not 
yet  too  late,  and  that  all  the  miseries  and  calamities  which 
now  threaten  the  nation  may  yet  be  averted,  if  we  will  only, 
without  distinction  of  party,  undertake  the  performance  of 
the  arduous  task  with  willing  hearts  and  proper  dispositions. 
As  to  the  treaties,  which  make  more  particularly  the  subject 
of  this  day's  debate,  they  have  been  so  amply  commented 
on,  and  fully  explained  by  the  noble  mover,  that  I  should 
have  hardly  troubled  your  Lordships,  did  not  I  think  it  my 
duty,  as  applying  directly  to  the  manner  in  which  this  busi- 
ness of  foreign   treaties  has  been  conducted  on  the  part  of 
Administration,  to  express  my  utmost  astonishment  at  the 
language  held  by  a  noble  Lord,  in  whose  department,  as 
Secretary  of  State,  this  negotiation  must,  of  course,  have 
been  transacted.     The  noble  Lord  rises  to  declare  his  ig- 
norance, whether  or  not  a  Commander-in-Chief,  appointed 
by  his  Majesty,  or  the  Commander  of  those  foreign  merce- 
naries, should  have  the  supreme  command?    Did  his  Lord- 
ship take  upon  him  to  negotiate  this  treaty,  without  any  one 
official  requisite  to  conduct  and  conclude  it?  Or  has  he  first 
made  the  treaty,  and  after  it  is  finally  concluded,  and  made 
binding  on  the  nation,  does  he  come  into  this  House  totally 
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ignorant  whether  he  acted  right  or  wrong?  to  receive  instnic- 
tions  from  sucli  of  your  lordships  us  are  conversant  in  mili- 
tary affairs,  to  know  whether  the  whole  of  the  British 
dominion  in  America  is,  or  is  not,  to  be  under  the  absohite 
command  of  a  foreign  mercenaiy,  at  tlie  iiead  of  twelve 
thousand  hirelings?  But  supposing  liis  Lordship  should 
tell  me,  that  the  supreme  command  is  vested  in  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, though  he  be  a  junior  oflicer:  will  he 
assure  me  that  the  matter  has  been  so  undei-stood  by  the 
Landgrave  o(  Hesse,  or  that  his  General  is  apprized  of  it? 
Or,  lastly,  will  his  Lordsltip  inform  me  whether  sufficient 
provision  has  been  made  in  case  of  death,  or  any  other  ac- 
cident, to  supply  the  vacancy  with  a  succession  of  other 
oflicers,  who  may  be  eventually  called  to  the  command,  by 
commission  granted  for  the  purpose ;  and  that  the  Prince 
and  his  General  have  been  acquainted  with  this  eventual 
arrangement,  and  have  acquiesced  in  it  ?  I  think  it  proper, 
before  I  sit  down,  to  allude  to  one  circumstance,  in  which  I 
took  a  part,  but  in  which  I  was  most  egregiously  deceived  ; 
I  mean  the  vote  I  gave  respecting  the  Massachusetts-Bay 
Chatter  Bill.  To  induce  me  to  give  that  vote,  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  alteration  of  the  Charter  was  at  the  express 
desire  of  the  merchants  and  a  great  majority  of  the  people 
of  property  and  consequence  inhabiting  that  Province.  I 
liave  since  discovered  that  I  was  deceived;  for  that  at  the 
time,  as  well  as  since,  the  contrary  was  the  fact.  It  has 
been,  indeed,  the  uniform  practice,  since  the  commencement 
^of  this  business,  to  give  false  information,  or  proceed  on 
none.  I  have,  therefore,  only  to  declare,  that  I  would  never 
have  given  my  sanction  to  that  law,  if  I  had  not  been  led 
into  -error  by  a  false  state  of  the  matter ;  and  though  I  un- 
happily fell  into  the  snare  laid  for  me,  I  am  now  free  to 
declare,  that  the  law  for  altering  the  Charter  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay was  in  every  respect  oppressive,  impolitick,  and 
unconstitutional ;  and  if  coupled  with  the  claim  of  taxation, 
I  am  fully  justified  in  maintaining,  that  as  one  leaves  the 
subject  no  property,  the  other  deprives  him  of  every  natu- 
ral and  political  right ;  and  that  they  are  both  equally  de- 
structive of  the  inalienable  privileges  oi  2^n  Englishman,  ?inA 
the  natural  rights  to  which  all  mankind  are  entitled,  if  not 
stripped  from  them  by  fraud,  force,  or  injustice. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk.  I  presume  the  noble  Duke  in  the 
blue  ribbon  misunderstood  what  I  said ;  for  I  do  not  pre- 
sume his  Grace  had  any  intention  of  misrepresenting  my 
words.  I  did  not  say  or  mean,  that  I  had  any  doubt  whe- 
ther the  Commander-in-Chief,  though  a  junior  officer,  had  a 
right  to  command  the  Hessian  General.  I  positively  and 
unconditionally  asserted  he  had,  and  only  referred  to  the 
noble  Lords  present,  conversant  in  military  affairs,  in  proof 
of  that  assertion.  As  to  the  other  pojpt  the  noble  Duke 
alluded  to,  the  same  rule  which  prevails  in  respect  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  will  of  course  take  place  in  the  per- 
son who  may  be  appointed,  or  happen  to  succeed  him. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich.  I  did  not  intend  to  trouble  your 
Lordships  on  the  present  occasion,  had  I  not  been  particu- 
larly called  on  by  the  noble  Duke  who  made  the  motion  ; 
and  to  set  another  noble  Duke  [of  Manchester]  right,  re- 
specting some  points  on  which  he  seems  to  be  misinformed. 
My  noble  relation  has  informed  your  Lordships,  that  the 
town  of  JVor/o/Ar,  in  Virginia,  has  been  burnt  and  destroy- 
ed, and  has  accompanied  his  narrative  with  several  exagge- 
rated circumstances  attending  that  affair.  I  will  tell  the 
noble  Duke  how  the  matter  really  happened.  One  of  our 
ships-of-war,  being  in  great  distress  for  water,  sailed  to 
Norfolk  in  order  to  procure  it,  and  applied  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, who,  instead  of  complying  with  the  common  dictates 
of  humanity,  fired  on  the  flag  of  truce,  and  killed  or  wound- 
ed two  or  three  of  our  men.  This  occasioned  what  after- 
wards happened,  and  caused  the  town  to  be  burnt.  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  yet  burnt.  The  inhabitants  of  Norfolk 
were  so  cruel  and  barbarous,  that  the  whole  crew  must  have 
perished  for  want  of  fresh  water,  had  it  not  been  for  the  re- 
lief they  procured  by  the  distillation  of  salt-water.  It  was 
not  the  man-of-war's  men  that  burnt  Norfolk ;  it  was  the 
inhabitants  themselves.  The  Norfolk  people  set  fire  to  the 
town  ;  that  is,  the  fire  from  the  man-of-war  set  fire  to  part 
of  it,  and  the  inhabitants  burnt  the  rest.  The  noble  Duke 
who  made  the  motion  has  entertained  your  Lordships  a  great 
while  relative  to  the  appointing  and  superseding  of  officers. 
His  Grace  has  adverted  to  me  frequently  in  the  course  of 
his  observations.     I  will  tell  the  noble  Duke,  that  he  is 


mistaken  in  his  facts  and  conjectures.  Admiral  Graves  was 
not  dismissed  nor  recalled  ;  nor  was  there  the  least  objec- 
tion to  his  conduct  as  an  officer ;  on  the  contrary,  his  Ma- 
jesty, to  show  the  good  opinion  he  entertains  of  his  ser- 
vices, has  appointed  him  a  Vice-Admiral.  As  to  Admiral 
ShulJham  being  superseded  in  the  supreme  command,  he 
never  imagined  that  he  was  to  command  in  chief.  He  only 
succeeded  Admiral  Graves ;  and  as  the  service  was  to  be 
extended  and  carried  on  upon  a  larger  scale,  it  became 
necessary  that  more  Admirals  than  one  should  be  employ- 
ed ;  not  that  I  know  that  Admiral  Shuldham  means  to  re- 
main on  the  American  station.  I  assure  the  noble  Duke 
that  the  appointment  of  Lord  Hotve  did  not  originate  with 
me,  though  I  think  him  a  very  deserving  officer ;  I  was  not, 
however,  overruled  in  the  Cabinet ;  for,  understanding  that 
his  Lordship  wished  for  the  command,  1  was  happy  in 
having  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  his  desires,  and  further- 
ing the  a])pointment  of  so  able  and  deserving  an  officer. 
The  noble  Duke  says  that  the  servants  of  the  Crown  who 
support  the  measures  now  pursuing  against  America,  se- 
cretly disapprove  of  them,  and  express  their  disapprobation 
of  them  in  private  company.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  what 
company  the  noble  Duke  keeps,  who  so  confidentially  im- 
part their  opinions  to  him  ;  but  this  I  will  venture  to  affirm, 
that  I  converse  both  publickly  and  privately  with  them  all. 
And  yet  I  never  heard  one  of  them  express  the  least  disap- 
probation wiiatever  of  the  present  measures.  The  noble 
Duke  says,  that  though  we  have  ships,  we  have  not  men 
sufficient  to  man  them.  In  this  he  is  equally  mistaken  ;  for 
out  of  the  whole  complement  of  able  seamen  necessary  for 
the  twenty  guard-ships,  there  are  only  five  hundred  wanting. 
And  I  will  add  another  piece  of  intelligence,  no  less  fatal 
to  another  argument  made  use  of  by  his  Grace,  which  is, 
that  so  far  from  the  men  being  averee  to  the  service,  this  very 
deficiency  in  the  complement  of  the  guard-ships  has  arisen 
from  a  most  uncommon  alacrity  in  the  men  to  serve  on  the 
American  station,  the  greatest  part  of  those  who  enter 
choosing  to  serve  in  the  fleet  now  destined  for  that  country 
in  preference  to  staying  at  home.  On  the  whole,  the  five 
hundred  men  deficient  of  the  stated  complement  aboard 
the  guard-ships  could  be  procured  in  a  few  days,  which,  witli 
the  ordinary  seamen  and  landmen,  would  enable  the  twenty 
guard-ships,  that  are  all  of  the  line-of-battle,  to  proceed  to 
sea  in  the  course  of  a  week ;  and  suppose  any  difficulty 
should  arise,  we  should  procure  more  than  sufficient  at  the 
shortest  notice ;  so  that,  taking  it  in  either  light,  we  are  pre- 
pared for  any  sudden  event  or  emergency  whatever. 

Viscount  Townshend.  I  believe  the  noble  Duke's  solici- 
tude relative  to  whom  the  command  would  devolve  on  in 
case  of  the  death  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  is  totally  un- 
necessary, as  I  take  it  the  next  senior  officer  would  succeed 
of  course.  I  remember  this  was  the  case  during  the  late  war 
in  America.  First  a  noble  I^rd,  a  member  of  this  House, 
[I-iord  London,]  had  the  chief  command ;  afterwards  General 
Abercromhy ;  and  though  Colonel  Stanivix  was  the  next 
senior  officer  when  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst  was  appointed 
Commander-in-Chief,  the  supreme  command  immediately 
vested  in  Sir  Jeffery  as  a  matter  of  course. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburtie.  An  insinuation,  my  Lords,  has 
been  thrown  out,  in  order  to  give  a  sanction  to  the  present 
measures,  that  a  certain  noble  Earl,  [of  Chatham,]  whom  I 
do  not  this  day  see  in  his  place,  has  changed  his  former  opi- 
nions respecting  them  ;  but  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  without 
any  direct  information  on  that  head,  that  it  is  equally  ground- 
less and  ill-founded.  I  am  sure  I  can  answer  so  far  as  to 
say,  that  in  the  several  conversations  he  has  done  me  the 
honour  to  hold  with  me  on  the  subject,  nothing  leading  or 
even  tending  that  way  has  ever  escaped  him ;  besides,  his 
motion,  and  the  consequent  step  taken  by  his  Lordship,  which 
remain  on  your  Lordships'  Journals,  put  the  matter  beyond 
doubt  or  uncertainty.  His  plan,  since  the  commencement 
of  this  business,  has  been  conciliation,  not  coercion.  So 
much  has  been  already  said  on  the  subject  of  the  treaties, 
that  I  shall  trouble  you  ver}'  little,  further  than  to  express 
my  astonishment  at  a  language  which  has  been  held  this 
day  in  relation  to  the  employment  of  foreigners.  It  creates 
double  wonder,  when  coming  from  the  supporters  of  the 
present  measures,  against  whose  professed  system  of  policy 
it  militates  in  the  most  marked  contradiction.  The  doctrine 
is  shortly  this :  when  you  have  any  extensive  operations  of 
war  to  carry  on,  keep  your  own  men  at  home,  employed  in 
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your  manufactures  and  agriculture,  and  trust  the  defence  of 
the  empire  and  commit  the  prosecution  of  your  most  essen- 
tia! interests  to  foreigners.  Your  country  is  small,  and  insig- 
nificant in  point  of  numbers  ;  the  few  hands  you  have  are 
wanting  at  home ;  and  should  you  employ  them  in  war, 
your  country  would  be  ruined  ;  the  plough  and  loom  must 
instantly  stand  still.  Is  this,  my  Lords,  a  language  to  be 
endured  ?  Can  this  doctrine  be  seriously  maintained  in  this 
House,  without  subjecting  its  authors  to  ridicule  and  deri- 
sion ?  Were  those  the  sentiments  which  prevailed  during 
the  late  war,  when  we  had  at  one  time  no  less  than  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  natives  in  actual  service ;  and 
when  the  whole  number  we  employed  amounted  to  no  less 
than  four  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  men  ?  Will  any 
man  say  that  our  manufactures  stood  still  for  want  of  hands, 
when  our  imports  increased  full  two  millions  annually,  and 
when  both  our  exports  and  imports  exceeded  anything 
known  in  former  times  ?  Could  we  thirteen  years  ago  spare 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men  for  carrj'ing  on  the 
operations  of  war,  and  carry  on  our  manufactures  to  an  ex- 
tent never  before  known  ;  and  shall  it  be  this  day  gravely 
contended  that  we  cannot  raise  a  fifth  part  of  the  number, 
without  ruining  our  manufactures,  which  consideration  obliges 
us  to  apply  for  assistance  to  two  paltry  German  States,  as 
the  only  means  of  procuring  our  political  salvation  ?  Such 
arguments  would  surprise  me,  coming  from  any  quarter; 
but  much  more  so,  from  a  set  of  men  who  have  uniformly 
condemned  all  intercourse  with  the  Continent,  all  German 
subsidies,  and  German  connections.  I  remember  a  noble 
Duke,  now  no  more,  who  I  looked  upon  to  be  a  very  able 
man,  and  a  noble  Earl,  both  of  whom  have  been  mention- 
ed in  the  course  of  this  debate  [Duke  of  Bedford  and  Lord 
Bute']  during  the  late  war,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  late 
peace,  held  it  as  a  point  not  to  be  departed  from,  that  this 
country  could  subsist  without  any  alliance  to  the  Continent. 
I  know  that  a  noble  Earl  [Lord  Chatham]  who  conducted 
that  war,  was  of  the  same  opinion ;  and  justified  his  con- 
duct by  frequendy  declaring,  in  private  and  publick,  "  that  he 
did  not  bring  us  to  the  Continent ;  that  he  found  us  there." 
We  all  know  that  this  system  at  last  prevailed,  and  that  it 
has  been  the  uniform  politicks  of  the  present  reign  to  adhere 
to  it.  Shall  we  now  be  told,  by  the  same  men,  acting  up  to 
the  same  mle  for  more  than  fourteen  years,  that  the  system  is 
a  bad  one  ;  that  alliances  on  the  Continent  must  be  fonned  ; 
tljat  we  have  not  men  sufficient  to  defend  and  protect  us ; 
and  that  if  we  had  we  cannot  spare  them  without  ruin  to 
our  manufactures?  His  I»rdship  then  turned  his  attention 
to  the  new  levies  ;  showed  how  the  principle  of  keeping  up 
old  corps  established  at  the  peace  had  been  departed  from, 
by  raising  new  corps ;  and  how  Highlanders  had  been  re- 
cruited in  London,  and  several  parts  of  England,  to  fill  up 
General  Frazer's  two  battalions.  He  spoke  of  the  ill-treat- 
ment and  resentments  of  the  King  o(  Frussia  and  the  Em- 
peiour;  and  of  our  not  having  a  single  ally  on  the  Continent 
of  the  least  consequence.  ' 

Lord  Lyttelton.  My  sentiments  on  the  present  subject 
are  pretty  well  known.  I  shall  only  observe  now  that 
lenient  measures  have  had  no  other  effect  than  to  produce 
insult  after  insult ;  that  the  more  we  conceded,  the  higher 
America  has  risen  in  her  demands,  and  the  more  insolent 
she  has  grown.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  am  now  for  the 
most  effective  and  decisive  measures ;  and  am  of  opinion 
that  no  alternative  is  left  us  but  to  relinquish  America  fqr- 
ever,  or  finally  determine  to  compel  her  to  acknowledge  the 
legislative  supremacy  of  this  country.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
decide,  in  the  present  situation  of  both  countries  how  far  it 
may  be  expedient  to  insist  on  taxes,  for  the  purpose  of  rais- 
ing a  revenue ;  not  but  it  is  evident  we  are  fully  competent 
to  demand  them,  and  able  to  compel  their  payment.  How- 
ever, it  is  plain,  when  they  return  to  a  proper  state  of  obe- 
dience, that  the  right  is  with  us,  and  that  we  may  exercise 
it  according  to  circumstances  and  local  convenience.  In 
the  event  of  our  prevailing  in  this  contest,  it  is  the  principal 
of  an  unconditional  submission  I  would  be  for  maintaining ; 
not  that  I  would  be  for  pushing  the  consequences  of  this 
doctrine  to  its  full  extent.  I  think  the  right  once  fully  ac- 
knowledged, Great  Britain  ought,  by  all  means,  to  secure 
to  the  people  of  that  country  those  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties to  which  every  nadve  subject  of  this  free  Government 
is  confessedly  entitled. 

Lord  Camden.     Some  allusions  have  been  made  in  this 


debate  to  a  flict,  which  has  been  misrepresented.  It  has 
been  supposed  that  the  noble  Duke  in  the  blue  ribbon  (Duke 
of  Grafton]  and  myself,  both  occupying  high  of^ces  in  Ad- 
ministration at  the  time  the  duties  were  laid  on  in  1707, 
approved  of  the  measure.  I  confess,  as  mere  matter  of 
suppsition,  his  conjecture  is  plausibly  supported  ;  but  the 
fact,  I  do  assure  his  Lordship,  was  entirely  otherwise.  I 
never  did,  nor  ever  will,  give  my  consent  to  the  raising  any 
taxes,  in  any  form,  on  the  people  of  America,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  a  revenue  to  be  under  the  disposal  of  the 
British  Parliament.  As  for  die  treaties  now  on  your  Lord- 
ships' table,  and  the  j)roposed  effect  of  the  present  motion, 
I  shall  beg  your  Lordships'  indulgence  for  a  few  words.  If 
I  understand  them  right,  they  contain  an  agreement  with 
the  Landgrave  of  Hesse,  Duke  of  Brunswick,  and  Prince  of 
Ilanau,  lor  a  certain  number  of  troo])s  for  specifick  sums  of 
money,  accompanied  by  subsequent  conditions  of  a  double 
subsidy  to  be  paid,  in  case  the  war  should  be  terminated  in 
a  shorter  time  than  that  usually  fixed  for  the  existence  of 
subsidiary  treaties.  To  give  diis  bargain  the  appearance  of 
what  it  really  is  not,  the  whole  is  stuffed  up  widi  pompous 
expressions  of  alliance,  founded  in  reciprocal  support  and 
common  interest;  as  if  these  petty  States  were  really  con- 
cerned in  the  event  of  the  present  contest  between  this 
country  and  America.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  would  appeal 
to  any  of  your  Lordships,  if  the  whole  of  diis  transaction  be 
not  a  compound  of  the  most  solemn  mockery,  fallacy,  and 
gross  imposition,  that  was  ever  attempted  to  be  put  on  a 
House  of  Parliament.  Is  there  one  of  your  Lordships  who 
does  not  perceive  most  clearly  that  the  whole  is  a  mere  mer- 
cenary bargain  for  the  hire  of  troops  on  one  side,  and  the 
sale  of  human  blood  on  the  other ;  and  that  the  devoted 
wretches  thus  purchased  for  slaughter,  are  mere  mercenaiies, 
in  the  worst  sense  of  the  word  ?  This  point  once  granted, 
look  then  on  the  present  treaties  in  their  naked  and  true 
light.  Consider  seriously  the  consequences  which  such  a 
conduct  on  our  part  may  probably  be  productive  of.  We 
not  only  pay  dearer  for  these  hirelings  than  was  ever  known 
on  any  former  occasion,  but,  instead  of  availing  oureelves  of 
the  advantages  we  might  derive  from  treating  with  their 
respective  Sovereigns,  hiring  out  their  troops  in  the  manner 
now  alluded  to,  we  have  entered  into  treaties  of  alliance 
offensive  and  defensive ;  we  have,  in  fact,  pledged  the 
faith  of  the  nation  to  all  the  eventual  consequences  of 
a  Continental  war.  But,  ray  Lords,  even  this  measure, 
hazardous  and  impolitick  as  it  is,  is  not  what  presses  most 
forcibly  on  my  mind,  in  the  conduct  of  this  wanton,  cruel, 
and  diabolical  war ;  for  if  the  arguments  be  true  that  have 
been  urged  by  sevei-al  of  your  Lordships  this  day  in  de- 
bate, they  amount  fairly  to  this,  that  men  are  not  to  be  had 
in  this  country  sufficient  to  give  efficacy  to  the  necessary 
powers  of  the  State,  nor  assert  the  rights  of  this  Legislature ; 
and  that,  consequently,  the  present  treaties,  however  ex- 
ceptionable, are  the  mere  creatures  of  necessity.  I  question 
much  the  truth  of  this  argument ;  but  supposing  it  to  be  a 
just  one,  does  it  not  fairly  prove  that  the  salvation  of  this 
empire  depends  upon  foreign  assistance ;  and  that  all  our 
boasted  power,  wealth,  and  every  advantage,  derived  either 
from  our  situation  or  form  of  Government,  are  held  under 
that  precarious  tenure  ?  In  short,  that  we  can  enjoy  no  one 
blessing  of  external  strength,  or  domestick  happiness,  longer 
than  our  worthy  mercenary  allies  on  the  Continent  think 
proper  to  permit.  Now,  for  my  part,  I  always  was  of  a 
different  opinion  ;  for,  should  the  time  ever  arrive  in  which 
our  existence  as  a  nation  depended  on  the  assistance  of 
foreign  hirelings,  from  that  instant  I  should  deem  our  conse- 
quence as  a  sovereign  State,  and  our  liberties  as  a  free  peo- 
ple, no  more.  The  history  of  all  ages  and  nations  prove  the 
fatal  effects  of  calling  in  foreign  auxiliaries,  but  more  parti- 
cularly mere  mercenaries,  to  fight  their  battles ;  and  my 
memory  hardly  furnishes  me  with  a  single  instance  of  con- 
quest over  any  great  state  or  empire,  in  which  the  conquer- 
ors were  not  first  introduced  into  the  country  as  friends  and 
allies.  This  general  truth,  my  Lords,  I  allow,  does  not 
directly  apply  to  the  present  treaties ;  but  the  principle,  were 
the  national  imbecility  such  as  your  Lordships'  heard  it 
described  to  be  this  day  really  just,  ought  to  create  cause  of 
great  and  serious  alarm  to  every  one  of  your  Lordships.  I 
cannot  better  express  my  disapjirobation  of  employing  for- 
eignei-s,  particularly  to  fight  our  domestick  quairels,  than  by 
quoting  the  opinion  of  that  great  man,  Sir  ff'alter  Raleigh. 
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In  his  History  of  the  World,  he  says,  "  that  they  are  sediti- 
ous, unfaithful,  disobedient,  devourers  and  destroyers  of  all 
places  and  pountries  whither  they  are  drawn,  as  being  held 
by  no  other  bond  than  their  own  commodity.  Yea,  that 
which  is  most  fearful  among  such  hirelings  is,  that  they  have 
often,  and  in  time  of  greatest  extremity,  not  only  refused  to 
fi"-ht  in  tile  defence  of  tiiose  who  have  entertained  them,  but 
revolted  to  tiie  contrary  part,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  those 
Princes  and  States  who  have  trusted  them." 

My  Lords,  great  stress  hath  been  laid,  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  on  the  comparative  riches  and  strength  ol  Qreat 
Britain  and  America,  from  which  a  conclusion  has  been 
drawn  in  our  favour,  and  a  consequence  from  that  conclu- 
sion, that  we  must  in  the  end  prove  victorious.  1  deny  the 
fact,  the  conclusion,  and  the  consequence  raised  upon  it. 
That  we  possess  more  of  the  precious  metals  than  the  peo- 
ple of  America  I  will  readily  grant ;  but  that  the  materials 
lor  decorating  Palaces,  or  that  administer  to  the  luxuries  or 
elegancies  of  life  are  so  much  real  riches,  or  that  they  con- 
stitute the  real  and  efficient  strength  of  a  nation,  is  a  doc- 
trine I  never  can  subscribe  to ;  particularly  when  you  have 
a  people  to  contend  with  who  prefer  real  liberty  to  the 
empty  shadow,  and  who  despise  those  baubles  and  trinkets, 
when  compared  with  the  substantial  and  rational  benefits  of 
civil  society  and  domestick  happiness.  The  native  produce 
and  industry  of  a  country,  I  am  bold  to  affirm,  are  what 
constitute  its  real  opulence.  The  people  of  America  have 
always  been  in  possession  of  one;  and  the  present  inhuman 
and  oppressive  measures  you  have  adopted  will  necessarily 
teach  tliem  the  other.  The  policy  of  former  times  was,  to 
improve  the  native  advantages  of  the  people  o{  America  to 
a  twofold  purpose :  to  encourage  them  to  the  raising  raw 
materials  for  our  own  manufactures,  or  as  objects  of  foreign 
commerce ;  and  to  render  them  as  dependant  as  possible  on 
this  country  for  all  the  wrought  conveniences  of  life.  This 
was  the  inexhaustible  mine  from  which  this  country  was 
wont  to  draw  her  resources.  The  immense  profits  derived 
from  such  a  commercial  intercourse  were  the  taxes  we  drew 
from  that  country ;  and  those  only  will  ever  be  the  substan- 
tial, constitutional  benefits  which  can  or  ought  to  be  derived 
from  the  legislative  authority  claimed  by  this  country.  What 
will  be  the  consequence  of  this  mad,  bloody  war?  You 
will  teach  America  industry  and  frugality.  You  will  neces- 
sitate them  to  wear  their  own  rough  manufactures.  You 
will  create  an  emulation  for  excellence  and  improvement ; 
and,  by  shutting  them  out  from  your  own  ports,  you  will 
compel  them  to  explore  those  of  foreign  nations.  In  fine, 
you  will  point  out  to  them  the  advantages  of  a  foreign  com- 
merce, of  a  fmgal  habit  of  living,  but,  above  all,  the  sweets 
of  industry,  directed  to  the  establishment  of  new  manufac- 
tures, and  the  improvement  of  old  ones. 

I  would  recommend  to  your  Ixjrdships  to  seriously  con- 
sider the  grounds  of  the  present  quarrel,  and  the  object 
meant  in  the  end  to  be  attained  by  it.  Has  it  not  originated 
in  taxation?  and  is  it  not  now  gravely  asserted,"  that  the 
tax  is  virtually  relinquished,  but  that  a  war  of  conquest,  or 
an  acknowledgment  of  an  unconditional  submission  on  their 
part,  is  the  only  alternative  now  left  ?  What,  then,  is  the  true 
effect  of  this  language,  but  that  the  present  is  a  war  of  con- 
quest ?  For  the  noble  Earl  with  the  white  staff  [  Talbot] 
has  told  you,  that  this  country  ought  never  to  recede,  till 
^mej-ica  has  consented  to  an  unconditional  submission  ;  and, 
consequently,  that  our  subjects  in  that  country  are  to  be 
reduced  to  a  state  of  absolute  slavery,  or  to  be  forever 
separated  and  cut  off  from  the  dominion  of  the  British 
empire. 

But,  my  Lords,  referring  back  to  the  old  question  of  taxa- 
tion, (for  that  I  look  upon  to  be  the  true  and  efficient  ground  of 
the  present  contest,)  what  does  that  question  present  to  your 
Lordships'  consideration  ?  Why,  that  in  the  course  of  the 
present  campaign  you  will  have  run  in  debt  ten  millions, 
which  is  more  than  you  have  been  able  to  discharge  in  the 
course  of  a  thirteen  years'  peace ;  and  if  all  your  measures 
of  conquest  should  succeed,  that  you  will  probably,  at  the 
end  of  another  year  or  two,  be  thirty  millions  worse  than 
when  you  first  began,  and  will  be  in  the  absolute  possession 
of  a  ruined,  desolated  country,  which,  so  far  from  being  able 
to  contribute  to  the  discharge  of  your  burdens,  will  become 
an  additional  one  for  a  series  of  years  to  come.  It  has  been 
urged,  that  none  of  these  consequences  will  happen  ;  that 
America,  when  she  perceives  that  we  are  ultimately  deter- 


mined, will  submit,  and  that  of  course  our  expenses  will 
cease  with  the  cause  that  gave  them  birth.  I  should  think 
there  was  something  in  this  argument,  if  conciliation,  not 
conquest,  was  intended ;  if  the  claims  of  America  were 
patiently  heard,  and  maturely  considered ;  but  is  their  one 
of  your  Lordships  wiio  seriously  believes  that  those  people 
will  ever  consent  to  lay  down  their  arms  till  vanquished,  if 
no  terms  of  conciliation  or  accommodation  are  held  out  to 
them  ?  The  idea  is  preposterous,  and  I  am  certain  is  not 
believed  or  expected  by  those  who  urge  it.  On  the  whole, 
my  Lords,  I  am  heartily  for  agreeing  with  the  noble  Duke's 
motion,  because  it  will  afford  time  for  Administration  to  treat ; 
it  will  give  his  Majesty  an  opportunity  of  putting  a  stop  to 
the  further  efllision  of  human  blood  ;  it  will  strengthen  the 
hands  of  Government,  should  America  refuse  such  terms  as 
Britain  may  consistently  offer,  and  America  reasonably  and 
securely  accept ;  and  it  will  be  the  means  of  laying,  on  foun- 
dations of  strength  and  security,  the  greatness,  opulence,  and 
perfect  union  of  the  British  empire,  whether  considered  as 
one  body,  or  in  respect  to  its  several  constituent  parts. 

Viscount  Weymouth.  The  noble  Duke  in  the  blue  rib- 
bon, and  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last,  happened  to  be 
both  in  Administration  at  the  time  the  act  was  passed  wiiicli 
laid  on  the  duties  that  were  the  original  cause  of  all  the  pre- 
sent disturbances.  It  is  somewhat  extraordinary  that  they 
should  now  complain  of  their  own  acts,  and  come  before  your 
Lordships  to  condemn  measures  which,  for  anything  that  ap- 
pears to  the  contrary,  originated  from  Uiemselves,  or  at  least 
received  their  sanction. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton.  I  confess  I  occupied  a  very  high 
and  responsible  post  in  Administration  when  the  duties  in 
1767  were  laid  upon  tea,  paper,  painters'  colours,  and  glass. 
I  am,  however,  extremely  well  pleased  to  have  an  op|)ortu- 
nity  ef  explaining  what  yet  has  not  been  effectually  cleared 
up.  In  that  year,  when  the  extraordinary  expenses  incurred 
on  account  o(  America  were  laid  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, the  House  rose  as  one  man  almost,  and  insisted  that 
that  country  should  contribute  to  the  burdens  brought  on  by 
the  military  establishment  there ;  and  a  motion  was  made 
for  bringing  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose.  I  strenuously  opposed 
the  measure,  as  big  with  the  consequences  it  has  since 
unfortunately  produced.  I  spoke  to  my  friends  upon  the 
occasion,  but  they  all  united  in  opinion  that  the  tide  was  too 
strong  to  expect  to  either  stem  or  turn  it,  so  as  to  prevent 
whatever  might  be  offered  in  that  shape  from  passing  into  a 
law.  Finding  that  all  my  efforts  would  be  vain,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  submit,  but  was  resolved,  as  far  as  lay  in  my  power, 
to  prevent  the  effect ;  and  while  I  gave  way,  to  do  it  in  such 
a  manner  as  would  cause  least  harm.  I  accordingly  pro- 
posed the  tea  duty  as  the  most  palatable  ;  because,  though 
it  answered  the  main  purpose  of  those  with  whom  taxation 
was  a  favourite  measure,  it  was  doing  America  an  immediate 
benefit,  for  I  procured  the  shilling  a  pound  duty  to  be  taken 
off,  and  three-pence  to  be  laid  on  it  in  lieu  thereof;  so  that, 
in  fact,  it  was  nine-pence  a  pound  saving  to  America.  How- 
ever, the  attempt  was  received  in  America  as  I  expected  it 
would :  it  immediately  caused  disturbances  and  universal 
dissatisfaction.  In  1769,  therefore,  I  moved  in  the  Cabinet 
for  a  repeal,  and  was  out-voted  (if  I  recollect  right)  by  a 
majority  of  one.  This,  therefore,  was  the  part  I  took  in 
this  fatal  business.  When  the  partial  repeal  was  agreed  to 
in  Council,  I  entreated  and  conjured  my  brethren  in  office 
to  give  up  this  paltry  revenue ;  but,  as  1  said  before,  I  was 
overmled. 

Lord  Camden.  For  my  part  I  was  not  in  Council,  or  did 
not  attend  in  Cabinet  at  the  time  this  fatal  measure  was  con- 
certed ;  and  as  soon  as  I  was  apprised  of  the  tendency  of 
it,  I  expressed  my  hearty  disapprobation. 

Viscount  Weymouth.  The  noble  Duke  says,  he  was  out- 
voted in  the  Cabinet,  and  that  there  are  some  noble  I^ords 
now  present  who  took  an  active  part  on  that  occasion.  The 
noble  Duke  is  very  right ;  I  was  present,  and  am  free  to 
declare,  that  I  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  who 
gave  my  vote  for  having  the  tea  duty  retained,  and  am  not 
ashamed  to  own  it.  The  noble  Duke  forgets  there  was  no 
majority,  or  casting  voice;  the  numbers  were  equal.  The 
other  noble  Lord's  apology  is  the  most  extraordinary  that  I 
ever  heard ;  his  Lordship  says,  he  was  not  present  at  the 
time  it  happened  to  be  debated  in  Council.  Will  the  noble 
Lord  pretend  to  excuse  himself  as  a  Cabinet  Counsellor  on 
that  ground  ?     Or  if  he  could,  can  he  pretend  to  defend  him- 
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self  in  giving  his  approbation  and  assent,  and  puttio"-  the 
question  in  every  successive  stage  of  the  bill  to  a  measure 
sitting  on  that  Woolsack  as  President  of  this  au<^ust  as- 
sembly, winch  he  has  asserted  in  the  course  of  this  night's 
debate  will  be  the  certain  ruin  and  destruction  of°this 
country? 

The  Duke  Richmond  replied  to  the  observations  made  on 
his  speech  ;  and  the  question  being  put, 
It  was  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Contents  29,  Proxies  3.      Non-Contents  79,    Proxies 

"  Dissentient :  "  Abingdon,  Portland, 

"  PoNSONBY,  Effingham, 

"  King,  Abergavennf, 

"  FiTzwiLLiAM,  Camden, 

"Archer,  Richmond." 
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gentlemen  should  encourage  Ministry  in  the  unconstitutional 
practice  of  withholding  information  from  the  Representatives 
of  the  people. 

The  House  divided. 

Tellers  for  the  yeas,  \  ^''-  ,^'""f  Joimshend,  -    ; 

^      '  /  Mr.  Temple  LuUrell,   .     .    \    '^'^ 

Teller  for  the  noes,  \  J}""  If'"^  Mulgrave,   - 
,      '  ^  Mr.  Penton,       -     -     . 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

HOUSE    OF    commons. 
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house  of  commons. 

Friday,  March  1,  1776. 

Mr.  Temple  Luttrell  moved,  "  That  the  proper  officers 
do  lay  before  this  House  the  last  Weekly  Accounts  received 
at  the  Admiralty  from  the  Admiral  or  Commander-in-Chief 
of  his  Majesty's  Ships  and  Vessels  at  the  several  Ports  of 
Chatham,  Plymouth,  and  Portsmouth;  together  with  the 
last  Weekly  Accounts  of  the  state  and  condition  of  all  such 
Ships  and  Vessels-of-War  as  are  now  employed  upon  Chan- 
nel service,  or  on  the  Coasts  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland." 

He  introduced  his  motion  with  some  strictures  upon  the 
Admiralty,  for  the  little  care  that  had  been  taken  in  man- 
ning the  men-of-war  for  the  ^mericart  service,  by  which  mis- 
conduct some  of  the  frigates  had  run  ashore,  and  others 
been  impeded  in  their  voyage,  &c.     He  insisted  upon  it, 
that  so  numerous  a  fleet  as  that,  which,  it  is  said,  would 
amount  to  near  one  hundred  sail,  could  not  possibly  be  fitted 
out  without  press-warrants ;  yet  he  did  not  condemn  the  with- 
holding such  expedient;  for  next  to  the  compelling  ^men- 
cons  to  serve  against  Americans,  nothing  could  be  worse  than 
to  force  Britons  to  fight  against  them.     He  asked  if  it  would 
not  be  wiser  to  have  fifty  men-of-war  on  that  service  pr9- 
perly  manned,  than  one  hundred  in  so  wretched  a  condition. 
The  fleet  in  America,  including  store-ships,  victuallers,  and 
small  craft,  must  require  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  men, 
which  would  be  more  than  could  be  spared  at  so  remote  a 
distance,  consistent  with  the  safety  of  these  Islands,  when 
your  resources  of  men  for  land  and  sea  service  were  so  re- 
duced, and  the  French  and  Spaniards  actually  fitting  out 
large  naval  armaments,  and  increasing  their  military  establish- 
ments. Some  Ministerial  gentlemen  had  asserted,  the  evening 
before,  that  we  had  twenty  sail  of  line-of-battle  ships  fit  to 
encounter  any  enemy  whatever  at  a  few  days  notice.    This 
was  absolutely  a  false  state  of  facts.     He  would  engage  to 
prove,  by  indisputable  evidence  at  the  bar,  that  wh^en  the 
rest  of  the  ships  destined  for  America  shall  have  sailed, 
there  will  not  be  seamen  sufficient,  in  all  the  ports  put  to- 
gether, to  complete  the  complements  of  fourteen  sail  of  the 
line.     The  Spaniards  will  in  less  than  six  weeks  have  a 
greater  force  than  that  within  two  days  sail  of  Gibraltar,  and 
we  have  only  one  ship  of  the  line  in  the  Mediterranean. 
The  French  are  now  superior  to  us  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
excepting  North-America.     We  have  not  a  single  line-of- 
battle  ship  either  in  the  East  or  West-Indies ;  France  has 
a  squadron  at  Hispaniola,  and  ten  thousand  land  forces. 
Are  we,  then,  henceforward  to  hold  our  very  existence  as  a 
nation  by  no  better  tenure  than  the  impolitick  faith  or  com- 
misseration  of  the  House  of  Bourbon  1 

Right  Hon.  T.  Townshend  seconded  the  motion. 
Sir  fhigh  Palliser  replied,  that  the  Navy  was  in  a  most 
flourishing  state  at  home ;  and  said  that  the  American  ships 
were  manned  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  The  guard- 
ships  had  supernumerary  hands,  and  seamen  came  in°faster 
than  was  requisite. 

Lord  Mulgrave  supported  these  assertions,  and  declared, 
as  a  professional  man,  that  we  could  have  a  fleet  of  forty 
sail  of  the  line  in  a  few  weeks,  and  sixty  in  a  month's  time, 
if  necessary. 

Governour  Johnstone  replied,  and  showed  that  there  was 
but  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  we  were  going  to  our 
lowest  ebb  as  a  maritime  Power  as  well  as  a  commercial 
one. 

Mr.  W,  H.  Hartky  expressed  his  concern  that  country 


Monday,  March  II,  1776. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  House  to  re- 
solve Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  con- 
sider further  of  tlie  Supply  granted  to  his  Majesty, 

Ordered,  That  the  account  of  Extraordinary  Services  in- 
curred and  paid  by  the  Right  Honourable  Richard  Ris-by 
Paymaster-General  of  his  Majesty's  Forces,  between  the 
9lh  o{  March,  1775,  and  the  31st  oUanuary,  1776,  and 
not  provided  for  by  Parliament,  be  referred  to  the  said 
Committee. 

Then  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the  said  Committee. 
Lord  Barrington  moved,  "That  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  Pounds  fourteen 
Shillings  and  eight  and  one-fourth  Pence,  be  granted  towards 
defraying  the  Extraordinary  Expenses  of  the  Land  Forces, 
and  other  services  incurred,  between  the  9th  of  March  1775* 
and  the  31st  of  January,  1776."  ' 

Colonel  jBcrrresaid  the  annals  of  this  country  did  not  fur- 
nish another  instance  in  which  a  nominal  body  of  eleven  thou- 
sand men,  never  amounting  at  any  time  within  the  period 
mentioned  in  the  resolution  to  above  eight  thousand  five  hun- 
dred effective  men,  had  cost  the  nation  so  much  money.  The 
campaign  o{  Bunker's  Hill  and  Lexington  was  ludicrously 
compared  with  the  glorious  campaigns  of  the  immortal  John 
Duke  of  Marlborough ;  and  the  forcing  the  lines  thrown  up 
by  a  mob  in  the  course  of  a  summer's  night,  opposed  to  the 
victories  o[  Blenheim,  Schellenburgh,  the  conquest  of  Gib- 
raltar and  Minorca,  the  traversing  the  vast  circuit  of  the 
kingdom  of  Spain  by  Lord  Peterborough,  and  the  renown- 
ed impressions  made  by  the  Duke  of  Ormond  at  Vigo  and 
Port  St.  Mary.     Mystick  River  was  compared  to  the  Da-       * 
nube;  and  the  operations  of  a  war  that  pervaded  half  £w- 
rope,  and  in  which  a  British  army,  and  foreigners  in  British 
pay,  amounting  to  seventy  thousand  men,  had  rendered  the 
power  and  glory  of  the  British  arms  immortal,  was  balanced 
against  those  carried  on  within  a  circuit  of  little  more  extent 
than  what  is  taken  up  by  the  site  of  this  Metropolis.     The 
expense  of  the  former  was  shown  to  amount  to  a  sum  not  ■ 
more  than  two  millions,  while  the  other,  including  the  ex- 
penses of  the  fleet,  cost  nearly  three  millions,  the  very  ex- 
traordinaries  and  ordnance  service  alone  amounting  to  one 
million  three  hundred  thousand   pounds.      He  eulogized 
General  Montgomery,  the  account  of  whose  death  in  an 
attempt  to  take  Quebeck  by  escalade,  had  arrived  but  a 
few  days  before. 

Mr.  Burke  drew  several  comparisons  between  the  victo- 
ries of  Mr.  Pitt  and  those  of  the  noble  Lord,  [North,]  and 
contended  that  the  campaign  which  gave  the  great  conti- 
nent of  North-America  to  this  country,  though  the  force 
consisted  of  forty  thousand  men,  fell  considerably  short  of 
the  expense  of  maintaining  eight  thousand  wretched  men, 
starved,  disgraced,  and  cooped  up  in  the  single  town  of  Bos- 
ton. He  paid  very  high  compliments  to  General  Montgo- 
mery, who  had  conquered  two-thirds  of  Canada  in  one  cam- 
paign. 

Mr.  Fox  vied  with  Mr.  Burke  in  his  eulogium  of  General 
Montgomery. 

Lord  North  censured  what  he  called  this  unqualified  libe- 
rality of  the  praises  bestowed  on  General  Montgomery  by 
the  gentlemen  in  Opposition,  because  they  were  bestowed 
upon  a  Rebel ;  and  said  he  could  not  join  in  lamenting  his 
death  as  a  publick  loss.  He  admitted,  indeed,  that  he  was 
brave,  able,  humane,  generous ;  but  still  he  was  only  a 
brave,  able,  humane,  and  generous  Rebel ;  and  said  that 
the  verse  of  the  tragedy  of  Cato  might  be  applied  to  him — 

"  Curse  on  his  virtues,  they've  undone  his  country." 

Mr.  Fox  rose  a  second  time,  and  said  the  term  "  Rebel," 
applied  by  the  noble  Lord  to  that  excellent  person,  was  no 
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certain  mark  of  disgrace,  and  therefore  he  was  the  less  earn- 
est to  clear  iiiin  of  tiie  imputation ;  for  that  all  the  great 
asserters  of  liberty,  the  saviours  of  tiieir  country,  the  bene- 
factors of  mankind,  in  all  ages,  had  been  called  Rebels ; 
that  they  even  owed  the  Constitution  which  enabled  them 
to  sit  in  that  House  to  a  rebellion : 


'Sunt  hie  ctiain  sua  premia  laudi. 


iSuni  laclirymiB  rcrum  et  nientem  mortalia  tangunU" 

Lord  North  said,  whatever  uneasiness  this  dispute  with 
America  might  occasion,  whatever  consequences  it  might 
have,  he  hoped  it  would  be  recollected  he  had  not  raised, 
had  not  disturbed  the  question.  It  was  in  agitation  before 
he  came  into  office.     He  found  it  there. 

Govemour  Johnstone  expressed  his  astonishment  at  this 
declaration,  thus  uttered  in  the  face  of  his  country !  in  the 
face  of  the  House!     He  instanced  the  tea  duty,  and  — 

Lord  North  suddenly  said,  siiould  he  answer  that ! — The 
duty  was  not  laid  on  by  him,  he  only  carried  it  forward. 

Governour  Johnstone,  to  explain,  said  it  was  very  disor- 
derly to  interrupt  him  in  that  very  abrupt  manner.  How- 
ever, he  thought  the  noble  Lord's  explanation,  or  vindication 
of  himself,  made  the  matter  ten  times  worse  against  him. 

The  Committee  divided:  For  it  180;  against  it  57. 
Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  be  received 
to-morrow  morning. 

*  Tuesday,  March  12,  1776. 

Sir  Charles  Whitivorth,  according  to  order,  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom  it  was  re- 
ferred to  consider  further  of  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, the  Resolutions  which  the  Committee  had  directed 
him  to  report  to  the  House  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that 
a  sum,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thirty-seven  thousand 
four  hundred  forty-eight  Pounds  and  seven  Shillings,  be 
granted  to  his  Majesty  for  defraying  the  charge  of  six  Re- 
giments of  Foot  from  Ireland,  and  of  several  augmentations 
to  his  Majesty's  Forces,  from  their  respective  commence- 
ments to  the  twenty-fourth  o(  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  inclusive. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that 
a  sum,  not  exceeding  eight  hundred  forty-five  thousand  one 
hundred  sixty-five  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings  and  eight  Pence 
farthing,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty  towards  defraying  the 
extraordinary  expenses  of  his  Majesty's  Land  Forces,  and 
other  services,  incurred  between  the  ninth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  the  thir- 
ty-first day  of  January,  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

Mr.  Hartley  lamented  the  state  of  this  oppressed  and 
almost  ruined  country.  He  observed,  it  was  not  that  the 
war  was  unjust,  cruel,  and  unnatural ;  that  the  country  was 
left  naked  and  defenceless ;  that  the  expenses  were  already 
enormous ;  that  the  fund  which  was  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  reducing  the  publick  debts,  as  a  security  to  our 
pubiick  creditors  in  case  of  deficiencies,  and  as  a  dernier 
resource  in  case  of  an  attack  from  our  natural  enemies, 
was  already  anticipated'  for  many  years  to  come; — these 
matters,  however  terrible  in  their  appearance,  how  dread- 
ful in  their  consequences,  were  already  known  or  fore- 
seen ; — but  it  was  the  confidence  with  which  Ministers 
asked,  and  the  ready  compliance  of  Parliament  with  every 
requisition,  without  either  examining  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
vices for  which  the  money  was  given,  or  afterwards  in- 
quiring into  the  expenditure,  that  astonished  him.  Such, 
in  a  great  measure,  was  the  nature  of  the  account  of  extra- 
ordinaries  now  before  them.  He  should  not  enter  into  a 
minute  examination  of  the  several  items  which  had  swelled 
that  very  extraordinary  account,  but  he  would  be  obliged 
to  the  noble  Lord  [North]  if  he  would  give  the  explanation 
he  declined  to  give  the  other  night  in  debate,  though  often 
pressed.  He  knew  how  little  attention  anything  he  offered 
was  entitled  to  from  the  noble  Lord  and  the  gentlemen  on 
that  side  of  the  House ;  but  how  little  soever  he  might  de- 
serve to  be  attended  to  on  his  own  account,  he  hoped  that 
some  degree  of  attention  was  due  to  him  on  such  an  occa- 
sion, in  the  character  of  a  Representative  giving  away  the 


money  of  his  constituents.  The  matter  he  desired  to  have 
cleared  up  was,  the  requisition  made  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  for  one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  the  credit 
taken  for  that  sum  without  being  accompanied  by  a  single 
voucher.  He  observed  that  there  were  vouchers  for  the 
rest,  stating  to  whom  the  payments  were  made,  but  not  one 
of  the  actual  expenditure.  He  begged  the  noble  Lord 
would  exjjlain  to  tiie  House  the  nature  of  the  transaction : 
at  present  it  bore  a  very  strange  appearance.  He  obser\-ed 
that  there  was  a  circumstance  attending  money  matters  now 
that  was,  he  believed,  never  before  known  or  practised  even 
by  the  noble  Lord ;  that  was.  Ministers  refused  to  venture 
at  a  gross  computation  what  the  expense  of  the  extraordi- 
naries  of  the  succeeding  campaign  would  amount  to.  He 
had  heard  it  dropped  in  debate  that  they  would  rise  this 
year  to  the  monstrous  sum  of  four  millions.  Terrible  as 
these  tidings  were,  he  should  be  glad  to  know  the  worst ; 
not  to  come  day  after  day  to  that  House,  and  hear  some  new 
demands  made  under  a  fresh  pretence  and  another  denomi- 
nation, though  all  directed  to  the  same  service.  If,  therefore, 
the  Minister,  as  he  must  by  this  time  know  what  his  plan 
was,  and  the  probable  expenses  of  carrying  it  into  execution, 
would  I'ise  and  fairly  and  ingenuously  state  the  gross  compu- 
tation, the  House  would  then  know  what  they  had  to  expect, 
what  they  were  to  grant  on  one  side,  and  what  they  were  to 
get  in  return  on  the  other,  and  of  course  be  enabled  to  balance 
the  certain  expense  against  the  probable  or  possible  benefits 
promised  to  accrue  from  the  measures  now  pursuing. 

Lord  North  said,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to 
any  neglect  shown  to  the  propositions  which  he  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  House,  he  was  himself  conscious  of  not  de- 
serving any  part  of  the  imputation.  He  thought  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  acted  a  very  commendable  part,  and 
presumed  he  was  actuated  by  the  purest  motives ;  it  was 
fulfilling  his  duty ;  and  in  that  light  he  always  received  and 
treated  any  proposition  which  came  from  him.  His  Lord- 
ship observed  that  the  honourable  gentleman  gave  a  credit 
and  appellation  to  the  papers  on  the  table  which  they  did 
not  deserve,  for  they  were  not  vouchers.  The  vouchers 
were  yet  to  come,  and  would  contain  a  precise  and  actual 
account  of  the  expenditure,  and  then  the  House  would 
have  a  full  opportunity  to  examine  them.  As  to  the  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds  drawn  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  for  which  no  account  of  any  kind  appeared,  that 
could  be  easily  explained,  for  it  was  so  much  in  advance  to 
remain  in  his  hands,  and  for  which  he  must  be  accountable 
till  he  shows  the  particular  services  for  which  it  was  issued. 
The  usual  manner  of  conducting  this  business  was,  for  the 
Commander-in-Chief  to  draw  on  the  Deputy  Paymaster- 
General  ;  but  it  being  found  that  it  was  much  more  advan- 
tageous to  remit  than  draw,  that  mode  was  discontinued, 
and  the  present  adopted  in  its  stead,  as  it  would  be  a  con- 
siderable saving  to  the  publick.  He  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  mistaken  in  asserting  that  the  permitting  the 
Commander-in-Chief  to  draw  was  never  known,  for  it  was 
always  the  case  in  respect  to  extraordinaries.  The  very  na- 
ture of  the  expense,  and  the  manner  it  was  incurred,  made  it 
necessary.  It  was  uncertain  ;  a  previous  credit  was  neces- 
sary, and  the  amount  could  not  be  known,  nor  the  balance 
struck,  till  the  several  articles  were  brought  into  account, 
accompanied  by  the  proper  vouchers ;  that  this  had  not 
been  the  case  formerly  in  America,  for  as  there  was  no  ex- 
traordinaries till  since  the  late  war,  by  way  of  establishment, 
no  previous  credit  of  this  kind,  consequently,  subsisted. 

Mr.  Hartley  did  not  seem  satisfied  with  this  explanation ; 
and  recurred  to  his  former  observation,  that  it  was  a  matter 
unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  Parliament  to  propose  mea- 
sures to  them  for  their  consideration  without  even  offering 
to  guess  at  the  expense.  He  said  he  did  not  mean,  by  any- 
thing that  had  fallen  from  him,  to  limit  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  to  any  specifick  sum  in  the  first  instance ;  but  only  to 
have  a  faithful,  accurate,  and  satisfactory  account  of  the 
expenditure,  to  see  that  the  money  had  been  applied  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  granted. 

Mr.  Dempster  spoke  of  the  consequences  arising  from  the 
contracts  in  general.  He  said  every  country  \Vhere  such  a 
system  was  permitted  to  prevail  must,  in  the  end,  be  un- 
done ;  and  he  had  little  doubt  that  a  very  considerable  part 
of  the  burdens  we  now  labour  under  have  been  incurred 
through  the  means  of  jobs  and  contractors.  When  he  had 
the  lionour  of  being  in  the  direction  of  a  certain  great  com- 
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pany,  the  evil  was  felt,  and  he  and  some  other  gentlemen 
in  the  direction  determined  to  provide  some  means  of  re- 
moving*it.  The  Court  of  Directors  at  length  agreed  to  ad- 
vertise the  contracts,  and  the  consequence  was,  that  tiiey  not 
only  made  a  very  considerable  saving,  but  the  articles  were 
much  better  tl)at  were  furnished  in  this  way  than  before  the 
contracts  were  laid  open.  He  recommended  this,  or  some 
other  similar  plan,  to  the  Minister,  and  assured  him  that 
very  singular  advantages  would  accrue  thereby  to  the  pub- 
lick,  as  the  articles  would  be  both  cheaper  and  of  superior 
quality.  He  concluded  with  observing  that  jobbers  and 
contractors  were  at  once  the  disgrace  and  curse  of  this  coun- 
try, a  well-authenticated  instance  of  which  happened  during 
the  late  war,  of  a  person  whose  contract  amounted  only  to 
one  million  three  hundred  thousand  pounds,  but  whose  net 
profits  were  full  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds. 

Sir  Joseph  Mowbey  bestowed  almost  every  opprobrious 
epithet  in  the  English  language  on  the  American  war.  He 
said  it  was  cruel,  unjust,  viilanous,  and  he  trusted  God  and 
man  would  unite  in  reprobating  it.  He  was  no  less  severe 
on  its  advisers  and  conductors.  He  observed  that  the  noble 
Lord  who  had  lately  presided  in  the  department  to  which 
American  affairs  more  peculiarly  belonged,  was  too  honest 
and  conscientious  to  persist  in  so  bloody  and  inhuman  a 
business.  He  abhorred  the  thought  of  imbruing  his  hands 
in  the  blood  of  his  innocent,  unoffending  fellow-subjects,  and 
resigned  his  office  sooner  than  co-operate  in  so  flagitious  a 
work.  It  is  true,  he  was  succeeded  by  a  noble  Lord  now 
sitting  opposite,  [Lord  George  Germaine,]  who,  he  pre- 
sumed, imagined  he  was  acting  right,  but  whose  schemes 
of  unconditional  submission  he  hoped  he  would  never  be 
able  to  effect.  He  observed  that  the  nfajorities  who  daily 
sanctioned  the  present  measures  would  sorely  repent  of  it ; 
and  he  recommended  the  country  gentlemen  to  seriously 
reflect  on  the  consequences  when  the  additional  shilling  on 
the  land  would  not  half  defray  the  account  of  extraordina- 
ries,  which  was  at  present  the  subject  of  consideration.  If, 
then,  such  an  enormous  expense  was  incurred  for  the  main- 
tenance of  six  thousand  men  confined  in  Boston,  would  any 
person  rise  and  say  that  the  whole  of  six  shillings  in  the 
pound,  instead  of  four,  would  defray  even  the  extraordina- 
ries  of  the  army  that  was  to  be  employed  in  the  course  of 
the  ensuing  campaign  ?  It  was  plain  h  could  not,  for  it  was 
already  confessed  that  the  extraordinaries  would  amount  to 
four  millions,  and  a  land-tax  of  six  shillings  in  the  pound 
would  be  considerably  short  of  three,  perhaps  not  quite 
two-and-a-half,  after  allowing  for  the  deficiencies.  Where, 
then,  are  the  supplies  to  come  from?  You  cannot  devise  a 
tax  that  will  not  cause  a  defalcation  in  some  other.  The 
excise  and  customs  will  not  produce  a  single  shilling  more; 
and  if  they  should,  your  trade,  manufactures,  and  commerce, 
will  be  ruined,  if  you  attempt  to  lay  on  any  new  duties.  He 
then  addressed  himself  to  Lord  Howe  and  General  Bur- 
goyne,  and  after  giving  testimony  to  their  personal  worth, 
expressed  his  astonishment  that  such  men  would  be  con- 
cerned in  so  infamous  and  diabolical  a  business ;  and  owned, 
that  however  he  might  esteem  them  as  men,  he  wished  that 
they  might  not  succeed  ;  but  that  the  cause  of  justice,  hu- 
manity, freedom,  and  the  Constitution,  might  prevail.  Ad- 
ministration might  pride  themselves  in  their  great  majorities; 
but  he  trusted  the  day  was  not  far  off  when  they  would  be 
brought  to  a  just  and  severe  account  for  the  ruin  and  de- 
struction in  which  they  were  wantonly  involving  their  coun- 
try, in  order  to  accomplish  a  detestable  plan  of  despotism. 

Governour  Johnstone  was  very  severe  on  contracts  and 
contractors,  particularly  in  relation  to  two  articles  in  the 
account  paid  to  Mr.  A.  Bacon,  for  the  hire  of  negroes  in 
the  Ceded  Islands.  This,  he  said,  was  a  most  shameful 
squandering  of  publick  money.  He  observed,  likewise,  on 
an  article  of  four  thousand  pounds  drawn  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs  upon  the  Receiver-General  of 
Canada. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  said  this  was  the  usual  mode.  The 
only  difference  it  made  was,  that  instead  of  drawing  on  the 
Treasury,  where  the  account  was  audited,  and  sent  back 
with  an  order  to  the  Receiver-General,  in  the  present 
instance  the  money  was  drawn  immediately  from  the  Re- 
ceiver-General ;  but  the  Superintendent's  account  was  still 
open  to  inspection,  and  he  remained  subject  to  be  made  ac- 
countable for  the  expenditure  of  any  sums  thus  obtained. 

Lord  North  answered  Governour  Johnstone  respecting 


the  negro  contract.  He  said  this  expense  was  incurred 
mostly  in  the  Ceded  Islands,  and  was  near  expiring,  as  the 
purposes  for  which  the  negroes  were  employed — that  of 
clearing  the  Crown  lands,  and  opening  communications 
from  one  part  of  the  Islands  to  the  other — were  nearly 
completed. 

Mr.  PoivnaU  (Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade)  gave 
a  further  explanation  relative  to  the  expense  of  tiie  Super- 
intendent of  Indian  Affairs.  He  said  that  presents  were 
made  to  several  Indian  tribes — to  the  Six-Nations,  and 
other  Western  Indians;  that  the  articles  of  which  those 
presents  consisted  were  usually  purchased  here;  that  he 
was  the  person  who  formerly  provided  them,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  present  situation  of  affairs  in  America,  it  was 
thought  more  convenient  to  have  them  provided  on  the 
spot;  and  that  was  the  true  cause  of  that  article  making 
its  appearance  in  the  account.  The  presents  commonly 
consisted  of  glass-beads,  cutlery.  Stc. 

Mr.  Vyner  replied  to  the  address  made  to  the  country 
gentlemen,  and  said,  as  being  included  in  that  number,  he 
was  much  obliged  to  the  honourable  gentleman  [Sir  J. 
Mawbey]  for  his  advice  ;  but  for  his  own  part,  though  the 
land  tax  next  year  should  be  six  shillings  in  the  pound,  or 
double  that,  he  was  willing  to  contribute  his  share,  as  on  a 
former  occasion  ;  for  if  the  supremacy  of  this  country  was 
to  be  preserved  fully  in  its  constitutional  extent,  no  means 
proper  to  effect  it  ought  to  be  neglected  or  left  untried. 
As  to  the  question,  what  did  those  gentlemen  expect  in  »e- 
turn  ?  He,  for  one,  fairly  and  openly  declared,  that  he 
expected  America  would  be  taxed  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
a  revenue,  both  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  war  this  coun- 
try was  wantonly  forced  into  in  the  assertion  of  her  own  rights, 
and  towards  relieving  us  of  the  burdens  incurred  by  pro- 
tecting the  Colonies  during  the  late  war.  He  insisted,  be- 
sides, that  the  legislative  power  of  this  country,  independent 
of  the  reasons  now  stated,  could  never  be  maintained,  if  the 
exercise  of  it  was  not  to  be  coupled  with  a  tax  submitted  to 
by  America,  as  the  clearest  acknowledgment  of  the  general 
controlling  and  governmental  power  of  Great  Britain.  Be- 
fore he  sat  down,  he  begged  leave  to  be  understood,  that 
his  complaisance  and  unlimited  confidence,  however  willing 
he  might  be  to  grant  money  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
the  war,  did  not  extend  so  far  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  spoke  first  in  this  debate,  [Mr.  Hartley,]  for  he  would 
never  consent  to  give  a  Commander-in-Chief,  or  any  other 
officer,  an  unlimited  right  to  draw  or  make  requisitions ;  for 
though  he  was  willing  to  contribute  largely,  he  still  reserved 
to  himself  the  power  of  judging  and  controlling  the  expen- 
diture and  application  of  the  money  thus  granted. 

Mr.  Tuffnell  spoke  of  several  articles  in  the  account :  so 
much  for  sour-crout ;  so  much  for  small-beer ;  and  several 
thousand  pounds  for  pepper  and  vinegar  alone.  Such  a 
waste  of  publick  money  was  to  the  last  degree  shameful ; 
and  it  was  no  way  wonderful  that  the  Minister  should  have 
the  great  majorities  he  had,  when  he  had  it  in  his  power,  by 
so  many  different  means,  to  influence  the  Representatives  of 
the  people.  He  then  took  a  view  of  the  intended  opera- 
tions, and  showed,  that  nothing  decisive  could  possibly  be 
effected  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  campaign,  as  the 
troops  would  not  arrive  at  their  respective  places  of  destina- 
tion till  at  the  end  of  two,  four,  and  perhaps  six  months. 
That  post  must  be  secured,  and  communications  opened ; 
and  consequently  the  expense  of  the  present  year  would  be 
lost,  or  at  least  only  lay  a  foundation  for  the  operations  of 
the  succeeding.  Then,  taking  the  matter  purely  on  the 
ground  laid  down  by  the  promoters  of  the  present  mea- 
sures, it  would  amount  to  this :  that  after  the  expense  of 
this  campaign,  which  was  already  allowed  to  be  ten,  thougli 
he  had  strong  reason  to  believe  it  would  be  fifteen  millions, 
we  should  commence  operations  in  the  year  1777  effec- 
tually; and  supposing  the  success  predicted  should  be  the 
case,  and  that  no  one  possible  event  should  happen  to  in- 
terrupt our  designs,  that  America  should  be  reduced  to  the 
unconditional  submission  contended  for  by  the  noble  Lord 
lately  come  into  office,  [I^ord  G.Germaine,]  the  consequence 
would  be,  that  we  should  incur  a  debt  of  between  thirty  and 
forty  millions ;  a  sum,  he  prophesied,  much  more  than  ever 
we  should  be  able  to  reimburse  ourselves,  by  all  the  taxes 
we  could  ever  expect  to  draw  from  that  country.  He  doubt- 
ed much,  therefore,  whether  the  honourable  gentleman's 
[Mr.  Vyner]  thirteen  shillings,  or  more,  in  the  pound,  would 
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be  sufficient  to  bear  the  expense  of  such  an  undertaking ; 
or  if  he  would  ever  see  a  shilling  of  the  money  he  was  now 
so  ready  to  grant  for  the  purpose  of  coercing  America,  re- 
turn in  any  form  whatever. 

Lford  Iniham  said,  it  was  really  shameful  that  gentlemen, 
members  of  that  House,  should  have  the  contracts  that  now 
appeared.  He  alluded  in  particular  to  that  of  the  negroes, 
and  die  sour-crout.  He  wished  sincerely,  that  the  account 
was  printed,  that  the  nation  might  see  how  they  were  plun- 
dered and  fleeced,  in  order  to  gratify  and  enrich  a  set  of 
mercenary  and  rapacious  contractors,  who  were  raising  im- 
mense fortunes,  drawn  from  the  very  vitals  of  tiie  people ; 
and  that  he  was  not  surprised  to  hear  a  certain  set  of  men, 
the  preceding  evening,  express  themselves  so  warm  for  co- 
ercive measures,  and  so  eager  to  grant  away  the  publick 
money.  He  did  not  know  by  what  appellation  to  describe 
them.  They  were  not  country  gentlemen,  nor  placemen, 
nor  pensioners,  nor  King's  friends  ;  but  they  were  worse 
than  all :  they  were  at  present  the  disgrace,  and  would  in 
the  end  occasion  the  total  ruin  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Burke  said  a  few  words  respecting  the  caution  ex- 
pressed by  an  honourable  gentleman,  who  professed  himself 
a  country  gentleman ;  and  said  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
him  adopt  the  very  language  used  by  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica ;  that  is,  we  will  grant  you  aids  or  supplies,  but  we  will 
reserve  to  ourselves  a  control  over  the  expenditure,  and  be 
the  judges  of  the  quantum  to  be  granted,  and  the  mode  of 
application.  He  believed,  therefore,  the  gentleman  was 
.  very  snug  and  secure  in  his  offer  of  a  thirteen  shillings  in 
the  pound  land  tax,  on  this  condition  ;  for  it  amounted  to  just 
nothing,  while  he  reserved  to  himself  the  power  of  refusing 
it  whenever  he  thought  proper.  He  said  that,  as  by  the 
curious  items  in  the  account,  he  imagined  the  army  in  Bos- 
ton had  a  sufficient  supply  of  broccoloes,  cabbages,  sour- 
crout,  and  a  few  asparagus,  there  was  no  occasion  for  keep- 
ing open  a  begging  subscription  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
those  necessaries,  when  the  nation  had  already  made  such 
ample  provision.  On  this  ground  he  should  submit  two 
resolutions  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  which  would, 
he  presumed,  put  this  matter  in  a  clear  light. 

Mr.  Burke  moved,  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
the  Extraordinary  Expenses,  (contained  in  the  Account  of 
Extraordinary  Services  incurred  and  paid  by  the  Right 
Honourable  Richard  Righy,  Paymaster-General  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Forces,  between  the  9th  oi  March,  1775,  and  the 
31st  oi  January,  1776,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament,) 
amounting  to  eight  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings  and  eight 
Pence  one  Farthing,  have  been  incurred,  for  the  greater 
part,  for  services  within  the  Town  of  Boston,  in  North- 
America. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Burke  then  moved,  That  it  appears  to  this  House, 
that  ample  provision  has  been  made  by  the  publick  for  the 
accommodation  and  comfort  of  the  Troops  serving  within 
the  Town  of  Boston,  which  made  the  levying  any  further 
money  upon,  or  begging  any  from  the  subject,  on  that  pre- 
tence, unnecessary. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  Resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  being  read  a  second  time,  were,  upon  the  question 
put  severally  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

•  Thursday,  March  14,  1776. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Lords  to  be 
summoned : 

*  This  day  will,  perhaps,  hereafter  be  considered  as  one  of  the  most 
important  in  the  English  history.  It  deeply  fixed  a  new  colour  upon 
our  publick  affairs.  It  was  decisive,  on  this  side  of  the  Jltlantich,  with 
respect  to  America ;  and  may  possibly  hereafter  be  compared  with,  and 
considered  as  preliminary  to,  that  on  which,  unhappily,  in  a  few  months 
after,  the  independence  of  that  continent  was  declared  on  the  other. 
Administration  now,  and  their  numerous  friends,  totally  changed  their 
style  and  language  upon  that  subject.  All  modifications  were  laid  aside ; 
all  former  opinions  and  declarations  done  away;  conciliation,  they  said, 
was  little  less  than  impracticable ;  and  that  if  anything  could  be  added 
to  the  difficulties  of  such  a  scheme,  it  would  be  by  concession,  'i'he 
tone  of  the  House  of  Lords  was  much  higher  than  that  of  the  House  of 
Commons  had  ever  been,  although  the  language  was  grown  much  more 
firm  and  determined  there  also  than  it  had  been  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session.  No  alternative  now  seemed  to  be  left  between  absolute  conquest 
and  unconditional  submission. — Ann.  Reg. 


The  Duke  of  Grafton  said :  My  Lords,  before  I  explain 
to  your  Lordships  the  intention  of  the  present  motion,  and 
the  grounds  on  which  I  propose  to  maintain  it,  1  shall,  with 
your  Lordships'  permission,  explain  something  which  passed 
in  this  House  the  last  day  I  had  the  honour  to  address  your 
Ijordships,  respecting  my  supposed  conduct  relative  to  the 
Tea  Act  in  the  year  1769,  when  it  was  proposed  in  the 
Cabinet  to  procure  a  repeal  of  it,  along  with  the  other 
duties  laid  on  in  1767.  I  am  within  your  Lordships'  recol- 
lection, that  I  then  asserted,  that  when  the  matter  was 
debated  in  Council,  I  was  overruled  and  out-voted,  but  was 
contradicted  by  a  noble  Viscount,  [Lord  IVeymouth,]  whom 
I  now  see  in  his  place.  Having  spoken  from  memory, 
though  I  was  certain  I  was  right,  joined  to  the  very  late 
hour  of  the  night  when  the  matter  alluded  to  was  mention- 
ed, I  declined  to  answer  the  noble  Viscount,  or  to  corro- 
borate my  first  assertion  with  any  further  facts  or  particu- 
lars. Being,  however,  uneasy  till  I  had  inquired  further 
into  the  circumstances  of  that  important  transaction,  I 
searched  among  my  papers,  and  there  found  a  note  of  it, 
sent  me  by  a  noble  Lord  then  at  the  head  of  the  American 
Department,  [Lord  Hillsborough,]  by  which  it  appears,  that 
the  numbers  in  the  Cabinet  were  not  equal,  as  the  noble 
Viscount  asserted,  but  that  I  was  overruled  and  out-voted  by 
a  majority  on  the  proposition  of  repealing  that  tax,  which,  as  I 
then  foresaw,  would  be  productive  of  the  worst  consequences ; 
and  which  now  is  the  occasion  of  the  present  unhappy  dis- 
putes, that  threaten  to  overwhelm  this  country  in  ruin  and 
destruction.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  submit  this  true  state 
of  that  momentous  business  to  your  Lordships,  lest  any  of 
you  should  think  that  I  had  either  negligently  asserted,  or 
designedly  misrepresented  it.  If  the  noble  Viscount  should 
differ  from  me  on  the  fact,  as  I  now  have  stated  it,  I  wish 
it  may  be  underetood,  that  he  will  rise  immediately  and  con- 
tradict me,  before  I  proceed  further,  or  that  his  silence  may 
be  construed  into  an  acquiescence  ;  because  1  would  not  wish 
your  Lordships  interrupted  by  anything  which  relates  imme- 
diately to  myself,  in  the  course  of  the  debate.  As  to  the  mea- 
sure now  proposed,  I  trust  you  will  perceive  the  necessity  of 
adopting  it ;  and  that  you  will  believe  me,  when  I  most 
solemnly  and  earnesdy  assure  you,  that  nothing  but  a  thorough 
conviction  on  my  part,  that  it,  or  some  other  measure  of  a 
similar  nature,  is  the  only  possible  means  now  left  of  averting 
the  destruction  which  seems  suspended  over  the  heads  of 
the  people  of  this  devoted  unhappy  country.  It  is  evidently 
formed  on  the  principles  of  humanity,  equity,  and  sound 
policy,  and  opens  a  door  for  reconciliation,  and  for  settling 
the  differences  now  subsisting  between  both  countries,  on 
terms  of  lasting  amity,  founded  in  reciprocal  affection,  and 
cemented  by  mutual  interest.  It  will  be  the  means  of 
sheathing  the  sword  now  drawn,  perhaps  never  again  to  be 
returned  to  the  scabbard,  till  a  deluge  of  blood  is  spilt,  and 
either  Great  Britain  or  America,  or  both,  are  brought  into 
such  a  state  as  may  inevitably  produce  their  separate  or  total 
destruction.  I  contemplate  with  horrour  the  consequences 
of  the  bloody  conflict,  should  matters  be  pushed  to  extremi- 
ties ;  in  the  event  of  so  many  thousand  men  being  drawn 
up  against  each  other,  when,  on  whichever  side  victory  may 
declare,  all  true  friends  of  their  country,  be  their  political 
sentiments  what  they  may,  will  have  the  most  just  and  me- 
lancholy cause  of  grief  and  mourning.  I  would  therefore 
appeal  to  your  Lordships'  humanity,  on  this  supremely  cri- 
tical and  important  occasion  ;  and  implore  your  interference, 
for  the  purpose  of  averting  such  dire  calamities,  and  pre- 
venting the  effusion  of  human  blood  ;  particularly  when 
your  Lordships  shall  take  the  additional  circumstance  into 
consideration,  that  the  most  complete  success  on  our  part 
will  produce  no  other  effect  than  wasting  our  own  strength  ; 
and  that  the  blood  thus  shed  will  not  be  that  of  your  natural 
and  dangerous  enemies,  but  of  your  fellow-subjects,  of  your 
brethren,  oi  Britons,  of  a  people  united  with  you  by  every 
tie  of  fraternal  affection,  every  motive  of  common  interest, 
and  every  principle  of  common  defence,  protection,  and 
support. 

In  point  of  equity,  my  Lords,  I  believe,  since  the  new 
doctrine  of  an  unconditional  submission  has  been  broached 
by  a  noble  Lord  [George  Germaine]  in  another  House,  (for 
I  affirm,  till  he  was  called  to  office  it  was  never  openly 
avowed  or  maintained  in  either  House  of  Parliament,)  your 
Lordships  will  be  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  but  equitable 
to  let  the  people  of  America  know  what  are  now  the  senti- 
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merits  of  this  countiy ;  because,  by  knowing  our  ultimatum, 
they  will  then  have  it  in  their  power  either  to  agree  to  it,  or 
to  risk  the  consequences  of  resistance.     I  remember,  at  the 
opening  of  this  session,  a  very  different  language  was  held. 
The  idea  of  taxation  was  denied  or  modified.     A  noble 
Lord  in  the  other  House,  who  presides  at  the  head  of  the 
national  finances,  disclaimed  any  such  intention.     A  noble 
Lord  in  this  House,  whom  I  now  see  in  his  place,  [Lord 
Dartmouth,]  who  then  filled  a  res])onsible  office  in  Admin- 
istration, and  who,  perhaps,  for  the  reason  I  am  going  to 
assign,  was  not  thought  so  proper  a  person  to  carry  the  de- 
signs of  Government  into  execution,  repeatedly  assured  this 
House  that  no  intention  was  entertained  by  Administration 
of  "  subduing  America."    I  would  appeal  to  your  Lordships, 
if  the  newly-adopted  system  has  not  a  most  unfavourable 
appearance,  an  appearance  full  of  mischief,  and  big  with  that 
overruling  secret  influence,  those  dark  and  dangerous  de- 
signs, which  every  now  and  then  betray  themselves  to  pub- 
lick  view,  and  which  create  the  justest  jealousies  and  sus- 
picions in  the  breast  of  every  man  who  is  not  deaf  and 
callous  to  the  feelings  and  interests  of  this  devoted  country. 
When  I  framed  the  motion  with  which  1  shall  conclude,  I 
avoided  all  specifications,  because  I  meant  it  as  a  general 
resolution,  to  be  taken  up  and  considered  by  your  Lordships 
in  a  committee,  in  order,  if  you  should  think  proper  or  ne- 
cessary, that  you  might  decide  on  particulars,  agree  upon 
some  specifick  tenns,  some  ultimatum  to  be  proposed  to  the 
Colonies,  or  determine  on  some  general  resolution  to  be 
communicated  to  the  other  House  of  Parliament  for  their 
concurrence,  as  a  basis  for  conciliation  or  concession.     By 
this  means  America  might  know  what  she  had  to  depend 
on,  and  decide  accordingly.    You  would  remove  that  cause, 
which  she  assigns  for  her  present  want  of  confidence  in  ge- 
neral assurances,  in  Ministerial  promises,  in  loose  and  unde- 
fined claims,  which  every  successive  Administration  have 
explained  their  own  way,  and  scarcely  any  two  of  the 
members  of  the  present  seem  to  be  agreed  in.     As  the 
doctrine  of  unconditional  submission  is  avowed  by  the  noble 
Lord  alluded  to ;  as  the  same  doctrine  has  been  since  repeat- 
ed in  this  House  by  persons  who,  though  not  in  responsible 
offices,  are  nearly  connected  with  those  in  power, — another 
view  I  had  in  submitting  the  present  motion  to  your  Lord- 
ships, was,  to  induce  Ministers  to  speak  out,  to  say  fairly 
whether  their  long  harangues  on  intended  reconciliation  and 
conciliation,  their  determinations  to  concede  in  some  parti- 
culars, are  all  forgotten,  or  laid  aside  never  again  to  be  taken 
up  ;  and  whether  they  have  any  measures,  short  of  uncon- 
ditional submission,  to  propose.     Should  they  choose  to  be 
silent  on  this  head,  and  in  consequence  thereof  reject  this 
proposition,  I  shall  then  understand  them  as  perfectly  and 
clearly  as  if  they  had  spoken  out.     I  shall  then  be  fully 
convinced  that  unconditional  submission  is  what  they  have 
ultimately  in  view ;  that  the  bloody  conflict,  I  fear  long 
determined  on,  will  follow;  and  that  the  present  dispute 
between  both  countries  is  finally  to  be  decided  by  the  force 
of  arms.     Before  I  conclude  this  head,  I  should  wish  to  be 
understood  that  I  cannot  pay  the  least  attention  to  any  ex- 
planation, purporting  that  the  objects  pursued  by  Adminis- 
tration have  been  the  same  from  the  beginning ;  that  they 
are  still  willing  to  sheadi  the  sword,  and  listen  to  the  tenns 
of  accommodation.     Such  a  conclusion  is  absurd,  and  im- 
possible in  the  nature  of  things.     The  speech,  I  allow, 
held  out  this  idea ;  the  proposition  called  the  Conciliatory 
Proposition,  framed  by  a  noble  Lord  -in  the  other  House, 
was,  it  is  plain,  short  of  unconditional  submission.    The  bill 
for  interdicting  all  commerce  with  America,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Capture  Act,  had  a  clause  towards  the  end  of 
it,  which  corresponded  with  die  intentions  declared  in  the 
speech.     By  this  clause  a  power  was  vested  in  the  King  to 
appoint  Commissioners  to  treat  with  the  Colonies,  to  receive 
submissions,  and  to  grant  pardons.    I  was  not  present  at  the 
time  this  bill  was  debated  on  the  second  reading ;  but  though 
the  system  which  appeal's  now  to  govern  Administration 
was  not  then  openly  avowed,  it  is  plain  that  the  person 
[supposed  to  mean  Lord  Mansfield]  who  advised  or  framed 
this  clause,  and  who,  I  presume,  has  had  the  chief  hand  in 
directing  and  advising  the  present  measures  from  their  com- 
mencement,  by  his  personal  influence,  though  not  called  by 
his  office  to  a  participation  of  this  species  of  power,  had  a 
view  to  that  unconditional  submission  which  is  now  con- 
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tended  for.  I  was  in  the  country  when  this  act  first  came 
to  my  hands,  and  on  comparing  the  King's  speech  with  the 
clause,  I  must  own  I  was  astonished.  What  does  the  clause 
say  ?  That  Commissioners  are  to  be  apjwinted,  and  that  is 
all.  What  are  they  to  do?  To  receive  submissions.  Does 
it  state  what  conditions,  or,'indeed,  provide  for  any  condition 
at  all  ?  Have  the  Commissioners  the  least  shadow  of  power 
by  this  act  to  make  any  concession  whatever  ?  None  ;  the 
alternative  is  resistance  or  unconditional  submission ;  an 
eternal  war  and  resistance  on  one  hand,  till  both  or  either 
party  are  destioyed  ;  or  that  America  siiall  instantly  disarm, 
surrender,  and  submit.  On  this  ground,  my  Lords,  I  thought 
it  proper  to  give  an  opportunity  to  your  Lordships  to  efiec- 
tuate  his  Majesty's  gracious  intentions  declared  in  his  speech  ; 
and  the  great  ostensible  object  of  the  Capture  Bill,  which 
was  to  coerce  America  by  destroying  her  trade,  if  she  ob- 
stinately persisted  not  to  agree  to  such  terras  of  accommo- 
dation as  the  British  Parliament,  in  conjunction  with  his 
Majesty,  might  think  most  conducive  to  the  securing  the 
claims  of  this  countiy,  the  subordinate  constitutional  rights 
of  America,  and  the  future  permanent  happiness  and  in- 
terests of  both.  It  is  solely  to  obtain  those  very  desirable 
objects,  that  I  have  this  day  troubled  your  Lordships.  If 
your  Lordships  should  not  think  proper  to  propose  any  ulti- 
matum, my  motion  will  have  this  very  salutary  efiect :  it 
will  furnish  Ameiica  with  an  opportunity  of  preventing  the 
present  calamities,  which  they  must  in  all  events  unavoida- 
bly feel ;  it  will  give  them  an  opportunity  of  averting  that 
cloud  which  hangs  suspended  over  their  heads,  and  threatens 
them  with  destiniction ;  it  will  be  but  a  fair  and  equitable 
experiment,  by  way  of  warning.  And  if  they  should  refuse 
to  offer  any  proposition,  or  tender  such  only  as  are  incon- 
sistent with  the  dignity  and  rights  of  this  legislature,  and 
the  interests  of  the  empire  at  large,  it  will  produce  this  other 
very  beneficial  and  most  important  consequence:  it  will 
unite  this  country  in  support  of  measures  which  are  far 
from  being  universally  approved,  and  vindicate  the  justice 
and  honour  of  the  nation,  not  only  in  the  opinion  of  its  own 
subjects,  but  in  that  of  all  Europe. 

As  to  the  policy  of  the  present  conflict,  I  shall  say  very 
little,  having  before  so  frequently  expressed  myself  on  the 
subject.  But  I  think  Administration  should  have  the  most 
full  and  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  disposition  of  foreign 
Powers  before  they  blindly  rush  into  a  civil  war.  I  have 
been  a  considerable  time  conversant  in  matters  of  this  kind. 
I  know  the  stress  that  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  language 
usually  held  l^  Ambassadors.  I  know  what  credit  ought 
to  be  given  to  the  general  assurances  of  foreign  courts.  I 
am  convinced  that  they  are  very  litde  to  be  relied  on,  if  not 
accompanied  by  confidential  engagements,  and  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  state  and  condition  of  those  countries 
from  which  we  have  most  to  dread :  not  from  their  pacifick 
declarations  so  much  as  from  their  known  inability  to  injure. 
The  former  may  serve,  nay,  experience  in  all  ages  has 
proved  too  frequently  has  served,  only  to  amuse  and  de- 
ceive. The  latter,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  can  only 
promise  that  kind  of  security  which  a  wise  Minister  will 
always  demand  before  he  undertakes  any  measure  which 
may  expose  or  render  the  nation  vulnerable  to  its  natural 
enemies.  The  Powers,  my  Lords,  which  I  allude  to,  are 
those  of  France  and  Spain.  None  of  your  Lordships  can 
be  ignorant  that  they  are  now  collecting  a  great  naval  and 
military  force  to  be  employed  somewhere ;  and  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  state  to  your  Lordships  a  piece  of  information 
whicli  I  have  little  reason  to  doubt,  and  which,  if  true,  must 
be  the  subject  of  great  and  just  alarm  to  your  Lordships, 
and  point  out  the  caution  and  reserve  with  which  any 
general  assurances  received  by  our  Ministers  ought  to  be 
depended  on  or  trusted  to.  The  information,  my  Lords,  is 
shortly  this :  that  two  French  gentlemen,  towards  the  close 
of  last  summer,  went  to  America,  and  had  a  conference 
with  General  Washington  at  the  Provincial  camp,  who  re- 
ferred them  to  the  Continental  Congress,  whidier  they  im- 
mediately repaired.  On  the  whole,  my  Lords,  whether  you 
consider  the  present  measures  in  the  light  of  humanity, 
equity,  or  sound  policy,  I  trust  your  Lordships  will  agree 
with  me,  that  the  means  of  conciliation  are  still  within  our 
reach,  and  that  nothing  but  the  most  urgent  necessity  should 
compel  us  to  imbrue  our  hands  in  the  blood  of  our  fellow- 
subjects,  at  the  risk  of  our  ruining  our  commerce,  and  of 
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involving  ourselves  in  a  war  with  the  united  strength  of  the 
House  of  Bourbon.     For  this  purpose  I  move, 

"  That  an  hunihie  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
beseeching  him  tliat,  in  order  to  prevent  the  further  effusion 
of  blood,  and  to  manifest  how  desirous  the  King  of  (ireat 
Britain  and  his  Parliament  are  to  restore  peace  to  all  parts 
of  the  dominions  of  his  Majesty's  Crown,  and  how  earnestly 
they  wLsh  to  redress  any  real  grievances  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects,  his  Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  issue 
his  royal  Proclamation,  declaring  that,  in  case  the  Colonies, 
within  a  reasonable  lime  before  or  after  the  arrival  of  the 
troops  destined  for  America,  shall  present  a  Petition  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  in  America,  or  to  the  Commissioner 
or  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  his  Majesty  under  the 
authority  of  an  Act  entitled  '  An  Act  to  prohibit  all  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Colonies  of  New- Hampshire,  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Jsland,  Connecticut,  New- York, 
New-Jersey,  Fcnnsylvania,  the  three  lower  Counties  on 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virmnia,  North-Carolina,  South- 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  during  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
sent Rebellion  within  the  said  Colonies  respectively;  for 
repealing  an  Act,  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  present  Majesty,  '  to  discontinue  the  landing  and  dis- 
charging, lading  or  shipping  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, at  the  Town  and  within  the  Harbour  of  Boston,  in  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay ;'  and  also  two  Acts,  made  in 
the  last  session  of  Parliament,  '  for  restraining  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  Colonies  in  the  said  acts  respectively  men- 
tioned ;  and  to  enable  his  Majesty,  or  any  person  or  persons 
appointed  and  authorized  by  his  Majesty  to  grant  pardons, 
and  to  issue  proclamations,  in  the  cases  and  for  the  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned,' — setting  forth  in  such  Petition, 
which  is  to  be  transmitted  to  his  Majesty,  what  they  con- 
sider to  be  their  just  rights  and  real  grievances,  that  in  such 
case  his  Majesty  will  consent  to  a  suspension  of  arms ;  and 
that  his  Majesty  has  authority  from  his  Parliament  to  assufe 
them  that  such  their  Petition  shall  be  received,  considered, 
and  answered." 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth.  The  noble  Duke  having  allu- 
ded to  me  personally,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  say  a  few 
words  as  to  my  own  particular  sentiments.  His  Grace  has 
quoted  my  words  in  a  former  debate,  to  show  what  was  my 
then  opinion,  and  how  far  Administration  had  changed  theirs 
since  I  quitted  the  office  I  had  then  the  honour  to  fill.  For 
my  part,  I  do  not  at  all  doubt  but  the  expression  adverted 
to  might  have  fallen  from  me ;  nor  do  I  mean  to  disavow  it 
now.  My  opinion,  both  then  and  now,  was,  that  it  was 
neither  the  interest  nor  the  wish  of  this  country  to  make  a 
conquest  of  America.  If  that  be  what  the  noble  Duke 
means  by  unconditional  submission,  I  am  sure  I  should  be 
far  from  approving  of  it;  but  if  unconditional  submission  be 
a  resolution  on  our  part  not  to  cease  hostilities  till  America 
submits  so  far  as  to  acknowledge  the  supreme  authority  of 
this  country,  I  am  still  consistent ;  for  I  ever  was  and  ever 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  this  country  cannot,  with  propriety, 
concede,  nor  can  we,  consistent  with  the  honour,  dignity,  or 
essential  interests  of  this  country,  consent  to  lay  down  our 
arms,  or  suspend  the  operations  now  carrying  on,  till  the 
Colonies  own  our  legislative  sovereignty ;  and,  by  acts  of 
duty  and  obedience,  show  such  a  disposition  as  will  entitle 
them  to  the  favour  and  protection  of  the  parent  State.  Be- 
sides, I  do  not  hold  it  perfectly  fair  or  parliamentary  to  bind 
a  person  to  expressions  and  opinions  given  in  one  situation 
of  affairs,  when  that  situation  comes  to  be  materially  altered. 
I  was  willing  to  suppose  that  the  disorders  in  that  country 
were  local,  and  had  chiefly  pervaded  the  hearts  of  an  incon- 
siderable number  of  men,  who  were  only  formidable  because 
they  possessed  the  power  of  factious  delusion  and  imposition. 
I  all  along  expected  that  the  body  of  the  people,  when  they 
came  to  view  the  consequences  closely,  and  consider  them 
attentively,  would  soon  perceive  the  danger  in  which  they 
were  precipitating  themselves,  and  of  course  return  to  their 
duty.  Urged  by  those  expectations,  I  was  anxious  to  treat 
them  with  tenderness,  to  give  them  every  reasonable  indul- 
gence ;  and  even  to  give  way  to  their  prejudices,  so  far  as 
it  could  be  done  with  safety.  What  has  been  the  conse- 
quence ?  They  have  treated  those  marks  of  favour  as  so 
many  indications  of  national  imbecility ;  they  have  abused 
this  lenity  in  proportion  as  it  has  been  liberally  and  affec- 
tionately exercised  ;  and  have  imputed  our  humanity  and 
forbearance  not  to  motives  of  tenderness  and  maternal  affec- 


tion, but  to  a  timid  backwardness  and  want  of  ability  to 
assert  our  rights. 

The  noble  Duke  grounds  his  motion  on  motives  of  hu- 
manity, equity,  and  policy.  I  will  venture  to  contend  that 
neither  the  noble  Duke  nor  any  other  Lord  in  this  House  is 
more  warmly  inclined  to  humane  measures  than  I  am.  But 
does  his  Grace's  motion  promise  to  promote  humanity?  1 
am  sure  it  does  not ;  for  if  there  be  anything  at  all  in  the 
tenderness  he  has  expressed,  or  the  horrours  he  has  descri- 
bed at  the  thoughts  of  the  effusion  of  human  blood,  the 
surest  way  to  prevent  a  calamity,  which  I  as  earnestly 
deprecate  as  any  Lord  in  this  House,  wUl  be,  to  send  the 
armaments  now  destined  for  that  countiy  with  all  possible 
expedition.  Their  fears  may  exact  a  conduct  which  I  am 
well  persuaded  their  duly  or  obedience  would  never  have 
inspired.  They  will  be  convinced  that  we  have  the  ability, 
as  well  as  the  inclination,  to  compel  them  to  acknowledge 
the  true  subordinate  and  constitutional  relation  they  bear  to 
the  mother  country.  So  that,  uniting  with  the  noble  Duke 
on  the  principle  of  humanity,  but  differing  on  the  means,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  only  sure  and  solid  way  of  averting 
the  evils  of  civil  war,  and  all  the  dreadful  consequences 
which  such  a  melancholy  and  dreadful  state  of  things  would 
necessarily  produce,  will  be  to  send  such  a  force  as  will  awe 
the  Colonies  into  submission  ;  as  will  lay  a  lasting  basis  for 
the  future  security  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  that  coun- 
try, the  supreme  legislative  controlling  authority  of  this,  and 
the  general  interests  of  the  whole  empire.  In  my  opinion, 
every  one  of  those  objects  would  be  defeated,  should  the 
motion  now  made  by  the  noble  Duke  receive  your  Lord- 
ships' approbation.  What  does  it  import  ?  That  you  shall 
immediately  address  his  Majesty,  that  a  royal  proclamation 
be  issued  to  suspend  all  future  hostilities,  in  order  to  await 
the  effect  such  a  proclamation  may  have  in  America.  Will 
not  this  be  pursuing  that  plan  of  mistaken  lenity  which 
has  been  complained  of  as  one  source  of  our  present  situa- 
tion? Will  it  not  be  fairly  declaring  that  we  are  afraidto 
assert  our  rights  ;  or  that  we  are  conscious  of  our  inability  to 
assert  them  ?  I  am  sure  it  will  have  that  appearance;  and 
will  be  so  interpreted  by  the  people  o{  America.  I  would 
further  recommend  to  your  Lordships  to  consider  that 
although  the  intended  force  should  be  sent  out,  as  I  hope 
and  trust  it  will,  that  will  not  preclude  an  accommodation  ; 
it  will  not  prevent  us  from  hearkening  to  their  propositions. 
It  may  be  the  means  of  restoring  the  Colonies  to  their 
senses ;  but  it  will  never  prevent  us  from  granting  such  terms 
as  we  may  deem  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  Parliament 
and  the  rights  of  the  parent  State.  However,  as  the  noble 
Duke  has  framed  his  motion,  and  supported  it  by  arguments 
which  seem  to  imply  an  alternative  of  war,  for  the  purpose 
of  conquest  or  unconditional  submission,  I  would  wish  to 
move  the  previous  question,  in  preference  to  a  direct  nega- 
tive ;  and  I  will  state  to  your  Lordships  the  reason  why  I 
prefer  the  fomier,  though  I  do  not  at  all  agree  with  his 
Grace,  that  a  negative  to  his  motion  would  show  that  it  was 
the  intention  or  desire  of  this  House  to  insist  on  an  uncon- 
ditional submission,  in  the  exact  terms  he  has  described  it. 
My  reason  is,  lest  such  an  idea  should  get  out,  and  prevail 
either  here  or  in  America.  Nevertheless,  if  any  of  your 
Lordships  should  think  otherwise,  I  am  very  willing  to  with- 
draw the  previous  question ;  for  whether  the  motion  is 
negatived  in  one  way  or  the  other,  if  that  should  be  the 
event  of  it,  I  am  determined,  for  my  own  part,  to  give  it  a 
negative  ;  because  I  am  convinced  it  may  be  productive  of 
great  evil,  by  breaking  and  interrupting  the  line  of  publick 
measures  already  agreed  on,  and  can  produce  no  one  good 
consequence  whatever,  the  matter  of  accommodation  lying 
equally  open  on  the  grounds  now  explained,  with  or  without 
it ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  should  you  agree  to  it,  your 
Lordships  would  thereby  virtually  declare  a  disapprobation 
of  the  measures  now  pursuing  against  America,  or  confess 
your  inability  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

The  Duke  of  Manchester.  The  present  state  of  publick 
affiiirs,  my  Lords,  whether  considered  in  the  gross  or  detail, 
affords  sufficient  reason  for  every  man  who  feels  for  the  dig- 
nity, honour,  and  interest  of  his  country,  to  be  most  seriously 
alarmed.  The  very  great  expense  with  which  the  present 
measures  must  necessarily  be  attended ;  the  uncertainty  of 
the  real  disposition  of  foreign  powers ;  and  the  present  state 
of  our  navy,  which  I  am  assured  is  far  from  being  in  that 
respectable  situation  your  Lordships  have  been  given  to 
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understand  by  the  noble  Lord  who  presides  at  the  liead  of 
that  department ;  all  united,  give  just  cause  for  considering 
the  present  question,  and  adverting  to  the  dangerous  con- 
sequences which  may  follow,  in  case  your  Lordships  should 
be  inclined  to  give  it  a  negative.  I  am  far  from  imputing 
any  design  in  the  noble  Lord  to  either  mislead  or  misrep- 
resent. 1  am  persuaded  his  Lordship  has  faithfully  reported 
whatever  came  within  his  own  knowledge ;  but  being  obliged 
to  trust,  in  most  of  the  matters  which  he  has  submitted  to 
your  Lordships,  to  the  information  of  others,  he  has  of  course 
been  liable  to  error ;  and  if  I  have  not  been  grossly  misin- 
formed by  professional  men,  his  Lordship's  account  of  the 
state  of  the  guard-ships,  the  number  of  men  aboard  them,  and 
the  facility  of  procuring  them,  is  indeed  very  far  different 
from  what  the  noble  Lord  has  asserted.  I  am  infonned,  for 
instance,  that  the  Eagle,  the  very  ship  in  which  Lord  Howe 
is  to  hoist  his  flag,  has  not  above  ninety  able  seamen  aboard 
her;  and  that  several  of  the  frigates  and  ships-of-war,  des- 
tined, or  which  have  sailed  for  America,  have  either  been 
obliged  to  proceed  on  their  respective  voyages  very  indiffe- 
rently manned,  or  that  alacrity  and  ardour  which  the  noble 
Lord  told  us  of,  is  not  founded  in  fact ;  for  the  men  who 
were  shipped  aboard  those  vessels  destined  for  immediate 
service,  were  obliged  to  be  taken  from  aboard  the  guard-ships 
to  complete  their  complements,  which  is  the  very  contrary 
of  what  his  Lordship  asserted  the  last  day  this  matter  was 
made  the  subject  of  consideration.  This  brings  me  to  con- 
sider another  assertion  made  by  his  Lordship,  which  is,  that 
the  deficiency  aboard  the  guard-ships  was  occasioned  by  the 
desire  of  the  seamen  to  be  shipped  aboard  the  men-of-war 
destined  for  the  American  service.  How  could  that  possi- 
bly be  the  case,  if,  in  the  first  instance  the  complements  of 
these  last  were  to  be  made  up  out  of  the  former ;  and  if  the 
drafts,  along  with  the  deficiency  stated  in  the  complements 
of  the  former,  were  now  no  greater  than  before  the  drafts 
were  made  ?  But,  my  Lords,  I  believe  neither  will  be  found 
to  be  the  case.  I  believe  the  deficiency  aboard  the  guard- 
ships  will  be  found  to  be  considerably  greater  than  his  I^ord- 
ship  has  stated ;  and  further,  that  the  crews  are  composed 
of  men  who  should  never  be  entered  aboard  our  men-of-war. 
If  I  am  rightly  informed,  small  as  the  numbers  are,  that  is 
not  the  worst  of  it :  the  crews  are  composed  of  landsmen  in 
much  too  great  a  proportion,  of  vagrants,  and,  I  fear,  of  con- 
victed felons.  I  should  be  glad  to  be  set  right ;  but  if  it 
be  true,  it  is  a  most  melancholy  and  alarming  circumstance. 
The  navy,  my  Lords,  is  our  only  sure  bulwark  against  our 
foreign  enemies ;  particularly  as  we  have  been  obliged  to 
Dart  with  the  greatest  part  of  our  military  defence,  in  order 
to  carry  the  present  proposed  measures  into  execution.  If, 
then,  in  case  of  any  emergency,  an  attack  should  be  made 
on  us  in  our  present  weak  state  of  internal  and  naval  de- 
fence, the  consequences  might  be  dreadful.  That  we  have 
no  reason  to  rest  in  a  state  of  security,  I  am  well  convinced. 
I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  France  and  Spain  are 
meditating  some  blow  against  us.  The  matter  alluded  to 
by  the  noble  Duke  who  made  the  motion,  I  have  reason  to 
think  is  too  true.  I  heard  it  above  a  month  ago,  and  should 
have  imparted  it  to  your  Lordships  before  now,  had  I  not 
waited  to  have  heard  it  communicated  by  Administration. 
I  presumed  they  would  have  informed  your  Lordships  of 
the  matter,  and  either  have  stated  their  reasons  for  paying 
it  no  attention,  or  have  told  you  what  steps  they  had  taken 
in  consequence  thereof,  in  order  to  bring  France  to  an  ex- 
planation. I  would  likewise  remind  your  Lordships  that 
great  preparations  are  going  on  in  France  and  Spain,  both 
by  sea  and  land.  It  may  be  said  that  another  attempt  is 
intended  to  be  made  on  Algiers;  or  that  the  disputes  sub- 
sisting between  Spain  and  Portugal,  in  South-America,  may 
be  the  object  of  this  armament.  The  former  may  be  the 
case ;  but  if  the  force  now  collecting  in  those  countries  should 
be  destined  against  Portugal,  your  Lordships  will  please  to 
recollect  what  was  asserted  in  a  former  debate  by  a  noble 
Eari,  whom  I  have  in  my  eye,  [Lord  Rochford,]  not  now 
in  office,  but  who  then  occupied  a  high  and  respectable  post 
in  Administration,  that  if  Portugal  should  be  attacked,  we 
must  necessarily  be  made  parties  in  the  war,  and  be  bound 
to  afford  her  every  assistance  in  our  power.  In  short,  my 
Lords,  uniting  all  the  causes,  circumstances,  and  probable 
events  which  first  created,  or  may  be  consequent  of  the 
present  dispute,  I  am  heartily  for  agreeing  with  the  motion 
made  by  the  noble  Duke ;  and  am  for  giving  the  Colonies 


an  opportunity  of  returning  to  their  duty,  both  as  a  security 
to  their  constitutional  rights,  and  as  a  means  of  preventing 
the  calamities  every  part  of  this  empire  is  threatened  with' 
in  case  we  should  persist  in  carr)'ing  our  present  ruinous, 
unjust,  and  oppressive  designs  into  execution. 

The  Eari  of  Sandwich.  I  did  not  intend  to  trouble  your 
lordships  on  the  subject  of  this  debate,  had  I  not  been  par- 
ticulariy  called  on  by  the  noble  Duke  who  spoke  last,  and 
who,  I  can  safely  affirm,  is  either  materially  n)istakcn  in 
every  fact  he  has  stated,  or  has  drawn  conclusions  which  his 
Grace  was  by  no  means  warranted,  in  every  instance  where 
his  assertions  had  any  ground  or  colour  of  reality  to  support 
him.  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  my  noble  relation,  before 
he  hazarded  any  charges  of  the  nature  now  brought  forward, 
did  not  consult  me,  as  1  could  easily  and  satisfactorily  have 
set  him  right,  and  convinced  him  that  he  had  been  grossly 
misinformed.  I  am  pretty  well  satisfied,  I  may  venture  to 
say  I  know  the  quarter  from  which  his  Grace  has  had  the 
information  he  has  now  stated,  and  so  earnestly  urged.  The 
authors  are  known  by  their  daily  writings  in  the  papei-s,  by 
their  speeches  in  another  place,  by  the  general  tenour  of 
their  discourses,  and  by  the  motions  they  have  made ;  but  I 
will  tell  the  noble  Duke  what  perhaps  he  is  ignorant  of,  that 
those  men  are  superficial,  uninformed,  and  that  every  effort 
they  have  made  to  disparage  the  conduct  of  that  Board  at 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  preside,  has  only  exhibited 
proofs  of  their  total  ignorance,  their  rancour,  and  their  per- 
sonal spleen.  The  noble  Duke  says,  he  has  received  his 
information  from  professional  men.  I  beg,  however,  that 
his  Grace,  previous  to  his  giving  trust  to  such  assertions  and 
such  reasonings,  will  send  those  professional  men  to  me, 
when  I  promise  to  convince  them  that  they  know  nothing 
at  all  of  the  matter.  The  noble  Duke  speaks  of  the  Are- 
thwa,  the  Romney,  the  Eagle,  k.c.,  being  at  present  unable 
to  proceed  to  sea,  on  account  of  their  being  defective  in  their 
complements.  By  the  last  returns  I  have  received  of  the 
state  of  those  ships,  I  am  authorized  to  say  his  Grace  has 
been  mistaken  in  point  of  fact  in  every  one  of  them.  But 
supposing  the  facts  were  true,  what  would  it  prove  ?  That, 
perhaps  from  the  established  usage  of  the  service,  the  men 
were  changed  from  one  ship  to  another,  according  as  cir- 
cumstances made  such  an  arrangement  necessary ;  but  will 
it  prove  the  only  matter  that  can  possibly  deserve  discussion 
or  inquiry — that  any  one  ship,  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  naval  armaments  and  operations,  has  been  de- 
tained a  single  day  for  want  of  hands  ?  The  noble  Duke 
says  that  the  Eagle,  aboard  which  ship  Lord  Howe  is  to 
hoist  his  flag,  stands  in  thb  predicament.  Were  the  fact 
strictly  true,  as  he  has  reported,  I  make  no  doubt  but  the 
popularity  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  the  desire  of  serving  under 
so  able  and  amiable  a  commander,  would  soon  procure  a 
number  sufficient  to  make  up  the  deficiency  the  noble  Duke 
has  stated.  As  to  the  general  assertion  on  which  his  Grace 
has  insisted,  that  the  scarcity  of  seamen  is  so  great  that  we 
have  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  expedient  of  sup- 
plying it  by  entering  vagrants  and  convicted  felons,  I  am 
sure  nothing  of  the  kind  has  happened ;  and  I  should  be 
extremely  averse  to  adopting  such  a  scheme,  or  countenan- 
cing any  mode  of  manning  our  navy  under  any  circumstance 
of  necessity  that  might  lead  to  the  disgusting  so  useful  and 
brave  a  set  of  men ;  besides,  I  think  it  would  be  very  im- 
proper on  many  accounts ;  it  would  be  the  means  of  corrupt- 
ing their  morals,  which,  with  me,  shall  always  continue  to  be 
one  of  the  prime  objects  of  my  care  to  prevent  as  long  as  I 
shall  have  the  honour  to  remain  in  my  present  situation. 
Our  seamen  are,  in  general,  men  of  very  commendable  con- 
duct, and  remarkably  good  morals,  so  long  as  they  remain  on 
board.  If  they  are  dissipated  when  on  shore,  the  consequen- 
ces of  their  dissipation  seldom  reach  further  than  spending 
their  money  in  riot,  he,  which  has  this  good  effect  in  respect 
of  the  service,  that  when  their  money  is  spent  they  return  to 
their  ships  with  cheerfulness,  their  means  of  living  on  land 
being  at  an  end.  What,  then,  would  be  the  probable  con- 
sequence, should  vagrants  and  felons  be  permitted  aboard 
his  Majesty's  ships-of-war,  but  that  the  most  profligate  of 
their  species  would  mix  with  the  whole  body  of  seamen,  and 
contaminate  their  morals ;  render  them  remiss  and  careless 
in  their  duty  while  on  board,  and  when  on  shore  instruct 
them  in  their  iniquitous  modes  of  obtaining  subsistence  ? 
All  which,  whether  considered  in  a  political  or  a  moral  light, 
or  as  being  injurious  to  the  service  iu  general,  are  matters 
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that  ouglit  to  be  carerully  attended  to  and  prevented.     On 
this  account  I  think  the  preservation  of  the  morals  of  the 
seamen  is  a  matter  of  no  small  consequence.     I  have  been 
always  attentive  to  it.     I  do  not  believe  that  any  felons  or 
men  of  notorious  bad  ciiaracters  have  been  entered ;  1  am 
sure  if  they  have,  it  has  been  without  my  knowledge ;  nor 
should  I  concur  in  any  scheme  of  tlie  kind,  had  I  been  pre- 
viously consulted.     Taking,  however,  the  facts  thrown  out 
bv  the  noble  Duke  in  another  light,  what  do  they  amount 
to,  allowing  them  to  be  true  ?     I  am  within  your  Lordships' 
recollection,  that  1  asserted  in  a  former  debate,  that  the  full 
complement   of  the  twenty  guard-ships  amounted  to  six 
thousand  eight  hundred  men  ;  that  there  were  but  six  thou- 
sand three  hundred  men  actually  on  the  books ;  that  conse- 
quently there  was  a  deficiency  of  five  hundred  seamen  ;  and 
that  that  number  could  be  easily  procured,  or,  in  case  of 
emergency,  almost  instantaneously  completed  by  a  press. 
Do  the  present  facts  contradict  what  1  then  submitted  to 
your  Lordships?     I  stated  a  deficiency,  1  informed  your 
Lordships  of  the  facility  of  procuring  men,  of  which  I  have 
had  daily  experience,  adding,  at  the  same  time,  that  in  case 
of  a  sudden  necessity  of  sending  the  ships  to  sea,  a  press 
would  furnish  me  with  the  means  of  providing  against  any 
possible  exigency  that  could  arise.      Though  I  speak  of 
a  press,  1  do  not  tliink  we  shall  have  any  occasion  for 
one.     AVhen  I  spoke  last  on  this  subject,  I  said  I  believed 
we  should  not,  nor  have  I  had  any  reason  since  to  change 
my  opinion  ;  but  I  did  not  then  bind  myself  to  any  positive 
engagement  that  press-warrants  would  not  be  issued.     I  am 
still  as  far  from  thinking  that  they  will ;  but  I  by  no  means 
tie  myself  down  to  an  unconditional  promise  that  they  will 
not.     I  repeat  what  I  have  said  before  frequently,  that  no- 
thing but  necessity  will  oblige  me,  and  that  necessity  seems 
as  far  distant  as  ever.     Pressing,  my  Lords,  is  attended  with 
great  severity  and  uncommon  hardship ;    nothing  can  be 
more  dreadful  than  to  tear  a  useful  member  of  society  from 
his  family  and  his  dearest  connexions,  when  probably  his 
industry  and  protection  is  most  wanted,    I  have  often  turned 
my  thoughts  to  the  subject,  and  hope  in  the  end  to  be  able 
to  perfect  some  scheme  which  will  render  pressing  of  sea- 
men entirely  unnecessary.     I  have  already  had  some  expe- 
rience that  the  usual  mode  of  procuring  men  is  most  certainly 
defective  ;  *nd  while  I  wish  to  explain  myself,  I  am  glad  to 
liave  an  opportunity  of  speaking  of  the  worth  and  merit  of 
two  very  deserving  officers ;  one  of  them  a  near  relation  to 
a  noble  Earl  whom  I  now  see  in  his  place,  [Lord  Abercom] — 
the  gentleman  I  allude  to  is  Captain  Hamilton ;  the  other. 
Captain  Pownall,  who,  with  a  fortune  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds,  without  any  temptation  to  go  to  sea  but  what 
was  inspired  by  a  sense  of  duty  and  the  justice  of  the  cause  : 
both  those  officers  tendered  their  services  unasked,  and  with- 
out any  application  for  assistance  from  the  Admiralty,  pro- 
cured their  complements  within  a  few  days,  so  as  to  be  ready 
to  proceed  to  sea ;  and  that  purely  by  entering  men  at  ren- 
dezvous-houses to  serve  aboard  their  respective  vessels.  Such 
a  mode  of  procuring  men  creates  a  confidence  between  the 
commanding  officer  and  the  seaman.    The  former  is  in  some 
measure  bound  to  act  humanely  to  the  man  who  gives  him 
the  preference  of  serving  under  him ;  and  the  latter  will  find 
his  interest  and  duty  unite,  in  behaving  well  under  a  person 
from  whom  he  is  taught  to  expect  every  present  reasonable 
indulgence  and  future  favour.      These,  and  some  other 
instances  of  a  similar  nature,  which  have  come  to  my 
knowledge,  have  enabled  me  to  point  out  one  thing,  that 
might,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  means  of  furthering  the  naval 
service ;  that  is,  trusting  less  to  the  assistance  of  the  Admi- 
ralty Board,  and  giving  every  possible  encouragement  to  the 
Captains  appointed  to  the  command  of  ships  to  complete 
their  own  crews.     I  am  sure  the  happy  effects  of  such  a 
mode  of  expediting  the  naval  armaments  have  been  felt  in 
the  two  instances  1  now  allude  to,  as  well  as  in  some  others 
1  have  forborne  to  mention.    I  have  only  one  more  word  to 
add  on  this  head  before  I  sit  down,  and  that  is,  to  explain, 
on  a  general  ground,  the  little  consequence  the  deficiencies, 
which  have  been  so  pompously  magnified,  and  so  seriously 
insisted  on  by  the  noble  Duke,  can  be  of  to  the  service.  We 
will  suppose  a  ship  is  ordered  for  such  a  service ;  while, 
therefore,  she  is  preparing,  her  crew  may  be  defective ;  but 
as  soon  as  she  is  under  orders  for  sailing,  the  deficiency  is 
made  up  in  the  manner  now  mentioned,  or  taken  from  the 
guard-ships,  or  from  other  vessels  that  are  not  in  such  a  state 


of  forwardness  ;  and  so  it  happens  successively  as  occasion 
requires,  without  injuring  or  impeding  the  service  in  any  de- 
gree whatever. 

The  noble  Duke  says,  that  the  foreign  troops  having 
marched  to  the  place  of  embarkation,  and  not  finding  the 
transports  ready  to  receive  them,  have  been  obliged  to  return 
to  their  quarters.  I  believe  he  has  been  equally  misinformed 
and  misled  in  this,  as  in  every  other  instance.  I  am  certain 
the  fact  is  not  so,  and  will  tell  his  Grace  that  at  no  time 
has  the  transport-service  been  more  expeditiously  conducted  ; 
for  I  am  certain  it  was  never  known  in  this  country  that  so 
many  tons  of  shipping  were  procured  in  so  short  a  time ;  and 
what  rendered  this  circumstance  the  more  extraordinary  was, 
the  extreme  severity  of  the  weather,  which,  by  the  returns 
made  to  me,  had  put  a  stop  to  all  work  and  business  for  a 
fortnight,  during  the  time  of  the  frost.  The  noble  Duke 
who  made  the  motion  has  founded  it  on  motives  of  huma- 
nity, equity,  and  sound  policy.  To  the  first  I  shall  only  say, 
that  the  present  measures,  if  steadily  pursued,  will,  to  every 
substantial  purpose,  answer  the  ends  of  humanity,  and  be 
the  most  effectual  means  of  preventing  the  effusion  of  human 
blood.  In  point  of  equity,  I  am  sure  the  motives  for  reject- 
ing his  Grace's  motion  are  equally  strong,  unless  we  consent 
to  surrender  the  most  essential  aud  sacred  rights  of  the  Bri- 
tish Legislature.  And  as  to  the  policy  and  expediency,  I 
will  venture  to  say  that  the  noble  Duke  is  no  less  mistaken  ; 
for  as  we  have  the  right,  so  I  trust  we  have  the  power  to 
assert  that  right,  and  will  be  able  to  convince  the  Americans 
that  our  ability  will  be  made  no  less  conspicuous  than  the 
justice  of  our  claims,  the  humanity  we  have  manifested  in 
the  manner  we  have  asserted  them,  and  the  measures  we 
mean  to  pursue  in  their  maintenance  and  support. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond.  The  noble  Earl  who  lately 
presided  at  the  head  of  a  certain  Department  [Lord  Dart- 
mouth] seems  to  doubt,  or  is  willing  to  explain  away,  the 
expression  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Duke  who  made  the 
motion.  I  recollect  his  Lordship's  words  precisely  :  I  took 
a  note  of  them  at  the  time,  and  they  were,  "  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  Administration  to  relax  and  conciliate,  and  never 
by  force  of  arms  to  subdue  America."  This,  my  Lords,  I 
contend,  was  the  idea  thrown  out  in  the  speech,  and  was 
the  ostensible  object  of  the  clause  the  last  mentioned  noble 
Duke  alluded  to ;  though  I  perfecdy  coincide  with  his 
Grace,  that  war  alone  for  the  purpose  of  subduing  America 
lay  concealed  under  that  clause,  as  now  manifestly  appears. 
What  does  the  clause  import  ?  Does  it  contain  any  one 
specifick  provision  ?  Is  it  not  a  loose,  indefinite  jumble  of 
words,  meaning  nothing,  or  at  least  nothing  but  to  vest  in 
the  Crown  a  power  of  disposing  of  the  rights  of  Pariiament ; 
of  leaving  Parliament  all  the  odium  ;  and  giving  his  Majesty, 
should  the  scheme  of  coercing  America  prove  impracticable, 
all  the  credit  of  any  concession  Parliament  might  hereafter 
be  disposed  to  agree  to  ?  I  would  desire  your  Lordships  to 
turn  to  the  clause,  and  see  the  condition  on  which  any 
measure  of  conciliation  is  to  rest:  "  whenever  any  Province, 
&.C.,  shall  show  a  disposition  to  return  to  their  duty."  How 
is  this  disposition  to  be  known  ?  Not  by  tbe  Congress,  for 
you  have  refused  to  treat  with  them  ;  not  with  any  particu- 
lar description  of  men,  for  there  can  be  none  legally  entitled 
to  answer  further  than  themselves  are  concerned.  There 
are  no  Assemblies  in  being.  Who,  then,  can  you  treat  with, 
but  with  individuals  whom  you  mean  to  detach  from  their 
countrymen,  in  order,  by  holding  out  offers  of  pardon,  to  create 
divisions ;  and  by  effecting  that,  forwarding  your  schemes 
of  either  simple  conquest  or  unconditional  submission  ?  But 
I  do  assure  your  Lordships,  that  this  scheme,  however  art- 
fully planned,  or  deeply  laid,  will  meet  with  the  fate  of  all 
the  rest.  The  people,  so  as  to  answer  the  ends  you  pro- 
pose, will  never  permit  themselves  to  be  duped.  It  will  be 
received  as  the  proposition  made  to  the  Congress  by  one  of 
the  members  of  Administration  in  the  other  House  [Sir 
Grey  Cooper]  was.  This  will  never  effect  what  the  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  offered  by  that  gentleman  to  the 
Congress  if  they  would  agree  to  the  noble  Lord's  concilia- 
tory projxjsition,  failed  to  do.  Every  offer,  however  covertly 
made,  must  be  disclosed  at  last.  That  is  the  Constitution 
of  the  Congress.  They  were  obliged  to  impart  to  their  con- 
stituents, that  they  refused  the  money;  and  that  insidious 
proposition,  though  short  of  the  system  now  pureuing,  met 
with  that  contempt  it  deserved.  But  supposing  that  the 
Congress  had  consented,  do  your  Lordships  imagine  that 
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the  people  would  have  submitted  to  such  ignominious  terms  ? 
1  am  certain  they  would  not.     The  Congress  is  a  tempo- 
rary fluctuating  body,  chosen  for  a  certain  term  ;  and  as  the 
people  found  that  the   point  at  issue,  had  the  Congress 
assented,  would  have  been  virtually  surrendered,  it  is  pro- 
bable  they  would  have   appointed  other  Delegates,  who 
would  have  undone  everything  that  had  been  agreed  to  by 
their  predecessors,  for  they  would  never  acquiesce  in  a  man- 
date which  says  you  shall  tax  yourselves,  you  shall  collect 
those  taxes,  and  send  the  produce  to  be  deposited  in  the 
British  Treasury  ;  and  we  do  at  the  same  time  reserve  to 
ourselves  not  only  the  negative  of  disapproving  of  the  quan- 
tum, but  likewise  the  right  of  taxing  you  in  any  manner,  or 
to  any  extent,  we  may  hereafter  think  proper.     The  noble 
Earl,  my  Lords,  who  spoke  last,  has  made  use  of  a  very 
presumptuous  expression  in  reply  to  the  noble  Duke  who 
spoke  immediately  before  him.     He  tells  his  Grace  not  only 
that  he  is  totally  n)istaken  and  misinformed,  but  supposing 
him  to  have  received  his  information  from  professional  men, 
desires  him  to  send  those  professional  men  to  him,  and  he 
will  convince  them  of  their  ignorance,  and  that  they  know 
nothing  at  all  of  the  matter.     This,  1  confess,  is  a  language 
I  have  been  hitherto  unaccustomed  to ;  I  always  imagined 
that  professional  men  were  supposed  to  know  something  of 
their  profession  ;  I  always  thought  that  in  undertakings  of 
an  important  and  arduous  nature,  they  were  consulted.     1 
never  expected  to  have  heard  so  respectable  a  body  con- 
demned in  the  lump,  and  included  in  a  general  charge  of 
ignorance  and  incapacity.     If  the  noble  Earl  is  serious,  I 
think  this  fact  ought  to  be  one  reason  for  our  desisting  from 
our  present  design  ;  for  if  the  charge  be  true,  who  shall  we 
have  to  carry  it  into  execution  ?     Or,  taking  it  in  another 
light,  if  the  talents  and  knowledge  of  professional  men  are 
held  so  cheap  and  in  so  much  contempt,  and  the  noble 
Earl  has  only  relied  on  his  own  judgment,  which,  however 
transcendent  in  other  respects,  I  cannot  put  in  competition 
with  those  who  have  devoted  their  whole  lives  to  a  profes- 
sion, I  am  not  at  all  surprised  that  all  our  operations  have 
hitherto  miscarried.     The  noble  Earl  has  denied  that  va- 
grants or  convicted  felons  have  been  entered  and  entertained 
aboard  his  Majesty's  ships-of-war ;  but  I  can,  partly  from 
my  own  knowledge,  contradict  his  Lordship  in  this  asser- 
tion.    As   Lord-Lieutenant   of  the   County  of  Sussex,  I 
received  an  order  from  the  Privy  Council,  signed  by  the 
noble  Earl  in  the  blue  ribbon,  [Lord  Gower,]  as  President  of 
that  Council,  desiring  me  to  cause  the  laws  in  being  against 
vagrants,  &c.,  to  be  carried  into  effectual  execution.     I  be- 
lieve there  is  not  one  of  your  Lordships  who  are  strangers 
to  the  intended  operation  of  this  order,  or  suppose  that  the 
proclamation  alluded  to  was  issued  for  any  other  purpose 
but  to  pursue  the  objects  of  the  law,  by  causing  the  persons 
apprehended  under  it  to  be  put  aboard  the  ships  then  fitting 
out,  and  which,  whatever  the  noble  Earl  may  have  asserted 
to  the  contrary,  I  am  well  satisfied  were  detained  for  want 
of  hands  from  proceeding  to  the  places  of  their  respective 
destinations.     The  noble  Earl   speaks  very  pompously  of 
the  power,  strength,  and  resources  of  this  country.     He 
may  be  right ;  but  I  think  we  have  not  yet  given  any  great 
proof  of  them,  except  in   the  liberality,  I  may  say  in  the 
profusion  of  our  grants.     His  Lordship  says,  that  our  abili- 
ties have  not  been  at  all  exerted  ;  that  we  are  able  to  employ 
and  provide  ten  times  a  greater  force  than  the  present.    His 
Lordship  is,  I  confess,  very  fruitful  in  expedients;  but  I 
suspect  he  has,  in  this  instance,  asserted  more  a  good  deal 
than  he  will  be  able  to  make  good.     By  the  votes  of  the 
other  House,  I  perceive  that  six  millions,  or  thereabouts, 
have  been  already  granted  for  the  service  of  the  present 
year,  in  which  is  included,  even  for  last  year,  nearly  a  mil- 
lion for  extraordinaries.     Now,  without  computing  what  the 
probable  expense  of  the  extraordinaries  of  this  year  will  be, 
when  four  times  the  number  of  land  forces,  besides  the  very 
formidable  fleet  the  noble  Earl  has  entertained  us  with  an 
account  of,  are  to  be  employed,  I  just  confine  the  expense 
■  to  what  is  already  granted.     I  would  then  ask  the  noble 
Earl  whether  he  seriously  thinks  that  we  are  able  to  raise 
sixty  millions  ?  for  his  assertion  goes  exactly  to  that.   Or  sup- 
posing that  we  were,  whether  it  would  be  wise,  prudent,  or 
politick,  to  involve  us  in  a  situation  which  might  render  such 
an  exertion  of  our  strength  necessary  ?     It  is  on  account  of 
our  defenceless  state  at  home,  the  heavy  expense  the  pro- 
secution of  a  war  at  so  great  a  distance  must  cost,  the 


deluge  of  blood  which  must  of  course  be  spent  in  such  a 
quarrel,  the  fear  of  an  attack  from  our  foreign  enemies,  but, 
above  all,  the  injustice  of  the  cause,  that  I  am  for  heartily 
agreeing  with  the  noble  Duke's  motion,  as  a  means  of  pre- 
venting all  those  accumulated  evils  with  which  we  are 
threatened.  I  trust,  should  your  Lordships  agree  to  it,  it 
would  produce  all  the  happy  effects  so  ably  stated  by  the 
noble  Duke ;  and  I,  for  one,  am  free  to  declare,  that  should 
the  Colonies  persist,  and,  refusing  to  enter  into  terms  of  ac- 
commodation, claim  rights  destructive  of  the  sovereignty  of 
this  empire,  as  one  great  political  body,  I  should  thence- 
forward be  silent  in  their  behalf,  and  should  be  as  earnest  as 
the  most  zealous  of  your  Lordships  in  compelling  them  to 
that  species  of  submission  in  which  the  strength  and  power 
of  this  country,  and  all  its  dependencies,  most  essentially 
depend. 

Before  I  sit  down,  as  perhaps  it  may  be  the  last  time  I 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  addressing  myself  to  the  right 
reverend  bench  on  this  occasion,  I  shall  say  a  word  or  two 
to  their  Lordships.  It  is  true  I  have  been  as  yet  rather  un- 
successful in  my  appeals  to  that  quarter ;  but  when  to  the 
motives  of  humanity,  and  all  the  sanctions  arbing  from  a 
love  of  peace  and  an  abhorrence  to  the  efflision  of  blood,  I 
shall  add  the  considerations  of  their  Lordships'  own  person- 
al concerns,  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  be  heard  with  greater 
attention  by  the  right  reverend  body.  It  is  possible,  my 
Lords,  that  in  the  present  conflict,  while  both  parties  are 
warmly  contending,  the  Constitution  may  be  destroyed,  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  may  be  annihilated,  or 
another  Revolution  may  happen,  and  the  Government 
may  be  overthrown.  In  the  latter  event,  what  will  proba- 
bly be  the  consequence,  but  that,  in  such  a  state  of  things, 
you,  my  Lords,  (the  Bishops,)  may  a  second  time  fall  a 
victim  to  the  rage  of  the  people  ?  The  golden  Prebends, 
the  rich  Deaneries,  the  overgrown  Bishopricks,  may  be  sac- 
rificed to  appease  the  wrath  and  gratify  the  expectations  of 
the  prevailing  party.  This  may  be  the  case,  should  the 
Constitution  be  overthrown ;  and  it  always  has  been  in  this 
country  a  consequence  of  bad  government.  Our  rulers 
have  first  provoked  the  people,  the  Constitution  has  been 
violated,  attempts  have  been  made  on  their  parts  to  support 
those  violations,  and  the  people  have  generally  prevailed  in 
the  struggle :  so  that  the  event  has  been,  that,  whether  the 
rights  of  the  people  have  been  vindicated  or  invaded,  the 
Government  has  been  dissolved.  It  is  on  this  account  I 
now  particularly  address  myself  to  the  right  reverend  bench, 
to  remind  them  of  their  real  situation,  and  to  warn  them  of 
the  consequences  of  a  state  of  civil  confusion,  as  they,  per- 
haps, will  be  the  first  and  most  material  sufferers. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich.  I  beg  your  Lordships'  indul- 
gence to  be  permitted  to  explain  myself,  relative  to  what 
the  noble  Duke,  who  spoke  last,  has  imputed  to  me.  I 
never  arraigned  the  abilities  of  professional  men  in  general. 
I  never  desired  that  they  might  be  sent  to  me  to  instruct 
them.  What  I  both  said  and  meant,  my  Lords,  was, 
that  the  noble  Duke  was  misinformed ;  that  if  he  had  his 
infonnation  fjx)m  professional  men,  I  knew  who  they  were  : 
I  knew  they  were  superficial,  and,  as  such,  recommended 
to  his  Grace  to  send  those  professional  men  to  me,  and  I 
would  convince  them  that  they  were  ignorant,  and  knew 
nothing  at  all  of  the  matter.  I  therefore  appeal  to  your 
Lordships'  candour,  whether  my  words  admitted  of  such  an 
interpretation  as  the  noble  Duke  has  put  upon  them.  I  am 
sure  they  did  not ;  for  as  no  man  has  a  higher  esteem  for 
the  profession,  so  no  person  can  be  more  perfectly  con- 
vinced of  the  very  accurate  and  extensive  knowledge  of 
many  of  those  brave  and  experienced  seamen  alluded  to, 
who  would  do  honour  to  any  profession  or  any  service. 

The  Eari  of  Dartmouth.  I  cannot  think  that  the  noble 
Duke  who  spoke  last  had  the  least  intention  of  misstating 
my  words  in  a  former  debate.  His  Grace,  generally,  is 
pretty  accurate ;  but  I  do,  however,  assure  your  Lordships, 
that  he  has  imputed  sentiments  to  me  which  I  never  enter- 
tained, and  for  which  I  am  alone  obliged  to  his  Grace's  in- 
genuity, who  has  exercised  the  miraculous  power  of  trans- 
forming what  I  said  on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  to  something 
on  the'whole  extremely  different  from  what  it  was  my  wish 
and  intention  at  the  time  to  express. 

The  Earl  of  Hillsborough.  I  was  not  present  in  the 
House  when  the  noble  Duke  who  made  the  motion  ad- 
verted to  me  in  a  matter  of  explanation,  relative  to  the  con- 
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duct  of  the  Cabinet  in  1769,  when  it  was  proposed  to  repeal 
the  act  for  laying  on  the  Port  Duties  in  America.  I  have 
been  now  informed  that  his  Grace  has  asserted  he  was  over- 
ruled and  out-voted  in  Council,  and  that  I  sent  him  a  note 
stating  the  transaction.  I  do  not  say  that  the  noble  Duke 
did  not  receive  such  a  note  ;  but  I  deny  that  it  ever  came 
either  directly  or  indirectly  from  me.  The  noble  Duke  who 
spoke  last  [Duke  of  Richmond]  has  again  adverted  to  my 
unfortunate  letter,  which  has  afforded  such  ample  matter  for 
discussion,  both  in  this  and  the  other  House ;  and  has  assert- 
ed, that  it  was  done  with  an  intention  of  amusing  the  Colo- 
nies and  deceiving  them.  There  is  nothing,  I  trust,  I  would 
be  further  from  being  guilty  of,  than  deceit,  in  any  shape  or 
to  answer  any  purpose.  I  am  certain  such  a  charge  will 
be  found  totally  groundless  in  the  present  instance.  I  ap- 
peal to  the  obvious  and  natural  construction  of  the  letter 
itself;  and  I  would  recommend  to  such  of  your  Lordships  as 
may  hereafter  think  it  worth  your  while  to  take  notice  of  it, 
to  firet  desire  it  to  be  read,  in  order  that  the  House  may  be 
enabled  to  judge  for  themselves,  and  not  be  misled  by  any 
partial  interpretation  of  it.  Such  a  conduct  would  be  can- 
did ;  I  am  sure  it  would  be  Parliamentary.  The  words  of 
the  letter,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  present  subject,  were, 
that  his  Majesty's  then  Ministers  engaged  for  themselves, 
and  desired  the  respective  Govemours  to  assure  the  several 
Assemblies,  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  this  country  to 
lay  any  tax  on  America  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue. 
Supposing,  then,  that  this  promise  were  binding  on  all  suc- 
cessive Administrations,  (which  I  presume  will  hardly  be 
contended  for,)  will  any  noble  Lord  produce  a  single  instance 
in  which  this  promise  has  been  violated  or  departed  from  ? 
Has  there  been  any  tax  imposed,  or  duty  levied,  since  that 
period  ?  I  will  not  trouble  your  Lordships  with  any  parti- 
cular discussion  on  the  right  this  country  has  to  tax  the 
Colonies.  My  general  sentiments  are  already  fully  known. 
If  sovereignty  includes  everything  essential  to  its  inherent 
power  and  exercise,  it  is  to  the  last  degree  absurd  and  ridi- 
culous to  distinguish  between  the  general  legislative  right 
to  govern,  direct,  and  control,  and  the  partial  limited  object 
of  taxation,  which  is  clearly  included  in  that  right,  and  ne- 
cessarily forms  a  part  of  it.  It  would  ill  become  me  to 
waste  your  Lordships'  time  in  pursuing  the  self-evident 
consequences  which  flow  from  this  principle.  The  point  of 
expediency  in  the  outset  of  this  business  might  have  admit- 
ted of  argument ;  the  present  state  of  it  cannot  nor  will 
admit  of  any.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Grenvilk]  who  first 
proposed  the  Stamp  Act  saw  this  point  in  a  very  clear 
light,  and  determined  to  couple  the  maintenance  of  the 
right  with  the  necessity  of  obliging  America  to  contribute 
to  lighten  the  burdens  she  had  been  accessary  in  creating. 
He  was  a  worthy,  able  man,  and  in  some  respects  a  great 
man ;  yet  if  he  could  have  foreseen  all  the  consequences 
that  have  since  happened,  I  have  strong  reason  to  believe 
he  would  have  desisted  from  his  design.  The  gentlemen 
who  succeeded  him  acted  from  principle,  and  were  actuated 
by  the  best  motives :  they  found  riiat  country  in  a  state  little 
short  of  civil  confusion.  From  a  solicitude  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  empire,  they  consented  to  the  repeal  of  the 
law  which  created  those  unhappy  disturbances ;  but  even 
that  Administration  acknowledged  the  principle  laid  down 
by  their  predecessore  in  office ;  for  they  accompanied  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  with  the  Declaratory  law,  which 
maintains  the  legislative  supremacy  of  this  country  in  all 
cases  whatever.  When  the  duties  were  laid  on  in  1767,  I 
did  not  attend,  nor  had  I  any  hand  in  imposing  them ; 
nevertheless,  as  the  right  was  questioned  by  America,  which 
is  the  main  point  to  which  I  would  wish  your  Lordships  to 
turn  your  attention,  I  confess  I  was  of  opinion,  that  unless 
we  resolved  entirely  to  relinquish  the  sovereignty  over  that 
country,  we  ought  by  no  means  to  consent  to  a  total  repeal. 
I  saw  the  necessity  of  retaining  a  part  of  the  duties,  till 
America  should  recognize  the  right  of  imposing  them.  I 
acted  strictly  up  to  those  ideas ;  I  voted  against  the  total 
repeal  on  that  ground ;  and  I  concurred  in  advising  the 
latter  on  the  same  motives.  A  full,  clear,  and  specifick 
acknowledgment  of  the  right  I  thought  necessary ;  when 
that  was  completely  secured,  I  was  willing  to  concede,  on 
the  ground  of  expediency  alone.  I  am  still  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  shall  ever  continue  to  resist,  to  the  utmost  of 
my  power,  in  whatever  form  it  may  be  brought  foi-ward, 
every  proposition  for  concession  or  accommodation,  short  of 


submission  and  acknowledgment,  such  as  I  have  described  ; 
because  I  am  perfectly  convinced,  that  if  the  right  of  taxa- 
tion be  surrendered,  every  other  beneficial  right  of  sove- 
reignty will  soon  follow,  and  America  in  the  end  be  totally 
separated  from  this  country. 

The  noble  Duke,  on  a  former  occasion ,  expressed  his  dis- 
approbation very  strongly  of  the  law  for  altering  the  Charter 
of  Massachusetts-Bay ,  passed  the  last  year  but  one.  For 
my  part,  I  think  the  law  was  in  every  respect  extremely 
necessary.  First,  as  to  the  right,  because  every  Charter, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  grant,  is  controllable  and  dis- 
solvable by  the  Supreme  Legislature.  Only  reflect,  my 
Lords,  for  an  instant,  what  the  consequence  would  be  if  the 
contrary  were  true.  The  King  might  grant  exclusive  pri- 
vileges by  charter ;  he  might  name  them  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  render  them  totally  independent  of  Parliament ;  and 
he  might,  in  fact,  by  this  means,  parcel  out  the  whole  em- 
pire into  as  many  independent  communities  as  he  pleased. 
Surely,  my  Lords,  such  an  absurdity  is  not  to  be  endured. 
I  contend  that  all  corporations  are  under  the  control  of 
Parliament ;  that  it  is  competent  for  Parliament  to  alter, 
amend,  or  abridge  the  privileges  thus  granted  whenever 
they  see  that  the  interests  of  the  empire  demand  it.  Let 
us,  then,  in  maintenance  of  the  general  principle,  make  a 
particular  application  of  it  as  affecting  the  Colony  of  Mas' 
sachusetts-Bay.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  II,  a  policy  prevailed  which  I  as  heartily  disap- 
prove of  as  any  of  your  Lordships — that  of  dissolving  char- 
ters at  the  mere  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Crown,  or  at  least 
in  a  mode  nearly  as  exceptionable.  I  believe,  however, 
that  the  matter  1  am  going  to  allude  to  happened  to  be  an 
exception  to  the  general  abuse  of  the  power  exercised  by 
that  Monarch.  It  was  discovered  that  the  Charter  granted 
to  jy]assachusetts-Bay  was  no  more  than  an  incorporation  of 
certain  persons,  for  the  mere  pirposes  of  carrying  on  trade, 
under  the  description  of  a  Chairman  and  so  many  Assistants  j 
the  vacancies  in  the  latter  to  be  filled  up  by  the  Chairman, 
and  the  President's  seat,  when  a  vacancy  happened,  by  the 
majority  of  the  Assistants.  What  was  the  consequence  ? 
Why,  this  body  of  men  usurped  all  the  powers  of  civil 
government;  and,  instead  of  a  trading  company,  erected - 
themselves  into  a  kind  of  little  republick,  disclaiming  al- 
most all  political  relation  to  the  parent  State.  Actuated 
by  those  principles  of  republicanism,  which  have  prevailed 
amonc;  them  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  since  their  earliest 
settlement  in  that  country,  the  Chairman  soon  assumed  the 
name  of  Govemour,  and  his  Assistants  that  of  a  Council,  over 
whom,  for  the  reason  before  assigned,  the  King  had  no  power, 
for  he  was  not  permitted  to  appoint  either.  The  Charter,  on 
this  account,  was  accordingly  dissolved  ;  and  though,  after 
the  Revolution,  the  people  of  that  Province  did  everything 
in  their  power  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  it,  their  endeavours 
proved  unsuccessful.  King  William^s  Council,  though  they 
had  risked  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  support  of  the  consti- 
tutional liberties  of  their  country,  could  never  be  prevailed 
upon  to  establish  or  renew  claims  so  derogator}'  to  the  legis- 
lative rights,  the  sovereign  control,  and  the  essential  interests 
of  this  country.  At  length,  the  people  of  New-England 
were  obliged  to  submit.  Their  country  was  divided  into 
distinct  Governments,  and  the  King  reserved  to  himself  the 
power  of  appointing  the  Govemour  in  the  Province  of  Ma*- 
sachusetts-Bay,  and  provided  in  another  manner  for  the 
election  of  the  Council.  So  the  Constitution  of  that  Go- 
vernment stood  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  dis- 
putes, when  it  was  found  that  a  defect  remained,  which 
was  very  severely  felt,  and  which  caused  a  continual  inter- 
ruption to  the  carrying  on  of  the  publick  business.  It  was 
this :  By  King  William's  Charter,  though  the  appointment  of 
the  Govemour  was  reserved  to  the  Crown,  the  Coimcil  were 
chosen  by  the  people.  By  which  means  the  Governour  found 
himself  continually  thwarted  or  overruled  in  Council ;  con- 
sequently, whatever  measures  he  adopted  were  either  weak 
or  inefficacious,  and  Government  became  in  a  great  measure 
useless  or  inactive.  To  remedy  that  evil,  the  Charter  Bill 
was  framed  and  passed  into  a  law.  I  am  sorry  it  was  not 
thought  of  earlier ;  for  I  am  certain  if  it  had,  none  of  the 
consequences  which  are  now  so  strongly  felt  and  so  justly 
lamented  would  have  happened.  The  hands  of  Govern- 
ment would  have  been  strengthened,  and  the  promoter  of 
peace  and  obedience  would  have  had  it  in  their  power  to 
exert  themselves ;  none  of  the  rash  acts  which  gave  birth 
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to  those  bills  of  punishment  would  have  ever  happened  ;  or 
if  they  had,  the  mischiefs  would  have  been  coirected  or 
suppressed  instantaneously,  and  the  Colony,  and  of  course 
the  whole  continent,  would,  by  this  time,  have  been  in  a 
state  of  perfect  tranquillity  and  obedience.  On  the  whole, 
my  Lords,  so  far  from  disapproving,  with  the  noble  Duke,  of 
the  Charter  Bill,  or  wishing  it  had  never  passed  as  a  mea- 
sure of  Government,  all  I  have  now  to  lament  is,  as  a  means 
of  preventing  all  the  ill  consequences  which  have  since  hap- 
pened, that  it  was  not  thought  of  and  carried  into  execution 
at  a  time  when,  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  it  would  have  been 
productive  of  the  most  happy  and  salutary  effects. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne.  I  came  down  this  day  to  the 
House  with  the  intention  of  seconding  the  motion  made  bv 
the  noble  Duke,  because  I  think  it  the  only  measure  now 
left  which  can  possibly  extricate  us  from  that  inevitable  de- 
struction which  awaits  us,  should  we  obstinately  persist  in 
our  present  wild  and  romantick  system  of  conquest  and 
coercion,  which  I  perceive  is  possessed  by  several  who,  I  fear, 
have  influence  enough  to  cause  the  dangerous  experiinent 
to  be  made.  I  have,  from  the  very  beginning  of  this  melan- 
choly business,  been  always  of  opinion  that  a  middle  path 
might  be  hit  on  by  which  this  country  may  be  enabled  both 
to  acquit  herself  with  honour,  and  to  diffuse  the  blessings 
of  her  once  happy  Government  to  her  American  subjects, 
without  sacrificing  those  interests  which  I  shall  always  be  as 
zealous  to  retain  as  any  one  of  your  Lordships ;  meaning, 
however,  to  be  understood  on  this  clear  principle,  that  the 
power  of  taxing  themselves,  and  the  rights  enjoyed  by 
Charter,  must  be  preserved  to  the  Colonies  inviolate.  I 
shall  ever  think  that  any  attempt  to  deprive  them  of  either 
of  those  will  be  no  less  unjust  in  principle  than  impracti- 
cable in  the  execution.  I  know,  even  after  this,  after  con- 
cession on  our  side  and  submission  and  confidence  on  theirs, 
a  great  deal  will  still  remain  to  be  done.  Much  must  be 
trusted  to  the  wisdom,  integrity,  and  moderation  of  Minis- 
ters. They  will  have  many  great  and  uncommon  difficul- 
ties to  encounter.  I  foresee  many  of  them.  The  disposi- 
tion of  the  army,  in  particular,  I  predict,  will  be  the  source 
of  great  doubt,  and  no  small  contrariety  of  sentiment  both 
here  and  in  America.  I,  however,  put  in  my  claim  to  be 
understood  as  by  no  means  giving  up  or  being  willing  to 
relinquish  the  right  inherent  in  the  Sovereign,  of  ordering, 
directing,  and  stationing  the  army  in  whatever  part  of  this 
empire  he  may  think  proper ;  and  I  confess  it  is  with  no 
small  degree  of  astonishment  and  uneasiness  I  have  heard 
doctrines  of  a  very  different  nature  maintained  within  this 
House  by  several  noble  Lords,  whose  more  peculiar  busi- 
ness it  is  to  watch  and  take  care  that  his  Majesty's  just  pre- 
rogatives be  maintained  entire  and  undiminished  in  all  their 
parts :  I  particularly  allude  to  the  transactions  in  Ireland, 
and  the  language  held  by  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom. 
It  is  true,  I  have  a  very  considerable  property  in  Ireland,  and 
have  its  interests  sincerely  at  heart,  but  nevertheless  I  would 
not  wish  to  advance  them  at  the  expense  of  this  country. 
Besides,  I  am  convinced  that  any  partial  favour  granted  to 
that  kingdom,  unless  in  points  of  local  advantage,  which  do 
not  interfere  with  the  control  and  supremacy  of  this,  would 
in  the  end  be  no  real  advantage  to  it.  If  the  laws  against 
Catholicks  be  cruel  and  impolitick ;  if  the  monopoly  claimed 
by  this  country,  in  some  instances,  be  liable  to  the  same  objec- 
tion ;  if  any  laws  are  wanting  which  may  encourage  domes- 
tick  industry  and  promote  cultivation, — none  of  your  Lord- 
ships would  be  readier  to  agree  to  any  scheme  which  might 
conduce  to  ends  so  salutary  and  desirable :  but  when  I  hear 
it  asserted  that  the  military  force  of  this  empire  is  to  be 
divided  into  separate  establishments,  not  under  the  imme- 
diate control  of  the  Sovereign ;  when  I  hear  it  maintained 
that  it  is  not  competent  for  his  Majesty  to  send  foreigners, 
under  the  sanction  of  a  British  Parliament,  into  any  part 
of  the  empire,  for  its  particular  defence  or  for  the  safety  of 
the  whole ;  when  I  hear  that  a  certain  local  military  esta- 
blishment is  fixed,  and,  as  it  were,  locked  up  in  Ireland  so 
as  not  to  be  called  forth  as  the  exigencies  of  affairs  may  re- 
quire ;  I  cannot  forget  my  duty  so  much  as  to  be  silent,  and 
not  express  my  most  hearty  disapprobation  of  doctrines  so 
derogatory  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  the  con- 
trolling and  superintending  power  of  the  British  Pariia- 
ment.  As  to  the  question  immediately  before  your  Lord- 
ships, 1  look  ujK)n  it  as  the  only  one  now  left  for  our  national 
salvation.     It  admits  of  but  one  plausible  objection,  which 


is,  that  should  we  now  recede,  it  would  operate  as  an  en- 
couragement to  America  to  rise  higher  in  her  demands,  on 
a  supposition  that  our  conceding  at  this  particular  crisis  would 
induce  her  to  conclude  that  timidity  and  a  consciousness  of 
our  own  inability,  not  a  love  of  justice,  were  the  tine  mo- 
tives. Granting  everything  which  may  be  built  on  this  argu- 
ment to  have  great  weight,  I  would  only  oppose  to  it  tliis 
one  consideration  urged  by  a  noble  Duke,  [of  Richmmid,] 
that  should  this  turn  out  to  be  true,  it  would  give  the  friends 
of  Government  such  a  superiority,  such  a  concurrence  of 
hearts  and  hands,  as  would  be  more  than  a  sufficient  coun- 
terbalance for  any  inconvenience  which  might  arise  from 
the  suspension  of  arms  proposed  by  the  motion  now  on 
your  Lordships'  table.  On  the  whole,  I  can  see  no  solid 
objection  to  your  Lordships  agreeing  to  it :  I  perceive  in- 
numerable forcible  reasons  for  your  acquiescence.  I  fore- 
see the  possibility,  if  not  the  strong  probability,  of  our  being 
compelled  to  engage  in  a  foreign  war.  I  am  convinced  that 
the  present  schemes  of  conquest  and  coercion  are  unjust ; 
I  am  satisfied  they  are  impolitick ;  and,  as  such,  heartily  unite 
in  opinion  that  the  present  motion  ought  to  be  agreed  to  on 
every  principle  of  humanity,  equity,  and  sound  policy. 

Lord  L/yttelton.  Though  I  do  not  think  that  the  noble 
Lords  who  support  this  motion,  nor  any  other  noble  Lord 
in  this  House,  have  any  right  to  desire  explanations  from 
Ministers  on  points  which  arise  and  are  incidental  to  their 
offices,  yet,  for  my  own  part,  as  the  matter  has  been  pressed 
pretty  forcibly  by  several  of  the  noble  Lords  in  Opposition, 
1  should  be  glad  to  know  from  the  noble  Lords  in  office 
whether  they  have  specifick  assurances  from  the  Courts  of 
Versailles  and  Madrid  sufficient  to  give  them  a  perfect 
security  that  this  nation  will  not  be  interrupted  in  the  pre- 
sent measures  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  our  rebellious 
subjects  in  America.  I  urge  this  more  for  the  sake  of 
strengthening  the  hands  of  Government  than  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  information ;  for  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  no 
threats  or  intrigues  whatever  should  prevent  us  from  re- 
claiming America  from  its  present  disordered  state,  and 
securing  to  us  in  future  its  dependance  and  constitutional 
submission.  But  my  motive  chiefly  is,  to  remind  Ministers 
of  what  has  fallen  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  lest  their 
silence  may  be  construed  into  a  positive  acquiescence.  The 
noble  Earl  who  spoke  last  but  one  [Lord  Hillsborough]  has 
exculpated  himself  very  ably  from  the  charge  of  intentional 
deceit,  imputed  to  his  Circular  Letter ;  but  I  am  far  from 
following  that  noble  Earl  in  some  of  the  reasoning  he  resort- 
ed to.  His  Lordship  told  you  that  no  tax  had  been  since 
imposed  ;  that  if  there  had,  it  was  not  imposed  by  the  same 
Administration  ;  and  that  very  few,  if  any,  remained  in  office 
now,  who  were  in  office  at  the  time  the  letter  was  written. 
To  me,  further  than  the  purpose  of  mere  personal  exculpa- 
tion, all  this  seems  extremely  irrelative.  I  cannot  agree 
that  any  engagement  or  promise  made  by  any  Administra- 
tion can  be  deemed  binding  on  your  Lordships.  For  my 
part  I  shall  never  agree,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  to  be 
bound  by  any  such  promise.  I  cannot  conceive  that  it  is 
in  the  power,  nor  within  the  province  of  any  set  of  Minis- 
ters, however  able,  to  compliment  away  the  inherent  rights 
of  the  British  Pariiament.  It  is  incompetent  to  their  situa- 
tion. If  the  power  be  in  the  Parliament,  as  I  am  sure  it  is, 
they  cannot  even  themselves  surrender  it,  without  a  mani- 
fest breach  of  trust.  I  take  it  to  be  a  right  original,  co-ex- 
tensive, and  inalienable,  not  to  be  parted  with  or  transferred. 
If  so,  how  much  less  can  Pariiament  and  the  nation  at  large 
be  bound  by  engagements  of  this  nature  made  by  Ministers  ? 
I  allow  that  the  right  of  taxation,  which  is  the  leading  point 
in  dispute,  may,  from  motives  of  expediency,  be  suspended 
or  abstained  from ;  but  I  do  contend  that  it  can  never  be 
abandoned  entirely,  because  it  is  essential  to  the  very  nature 
and  exercise  of  civil  Government.  The  motion  now  before 
your  Lordships  is  indeed  of  a  very  extraordinary  kind :  what 
does  it  offer  ?  That,  after  the  most  notorious  acts  of  vio- 
lence, after  the  most  patient  forbearance  on  our  part,  after 
giving  proofs  of  moderation  never  before  heard  of,  we  are 
desired  to  suspend  all  further  operations.  Is  this  consistent 
with  the  wisdom  and  dignity  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation  ? 
Consider,  my  Lords,  what  a  figure  you  would  cut  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe,  in  those  of  your  own  subjects,  in  the 
opinion  of  even  the  very  people  for  whose  sake  the  benefit 
is  intended.  Would  they  not  all  unite  in  pronouncing  it  the 
summit  of  folly,  of  cowardice,  and  national  weakness — not 
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lenity  and  humanity  ?  I  am  astonished  to  hear  the  noble 
Lords  on  the  other  side  urge  so  warmly  motives  of  liumanity, 
in  order  to  induce  your  Ix)rdships  to  agree  witii  tiie  present 
proposition.  Are  there  any  people  under  Heaven  who  have 
acted  more  inhumanly  than  those  very  people  for  whom  they 
now  plead?  Have  they  not  already  destroyed  even  the 
very  appearance  of  Government  ?  Have  tliey  not  ruined, 
banished,  and  proscribed  every  man,  who  has  dared  even  to 
dilfer  from  them  in  sentiment  ?  Have  they  not  trampled 
on  every  right  of  personal  liberty  and  private  property  ? 
Have  they  not  even  gone  so  far  as  to  stifle  all  free  discus- 
sion in  print,  and  overthrown  that  great  palladium  the  lib- 
erty of  the  Press,  in  the  person  of  Rivingtan,  whose  only 
crime  was  that  he  pubhshed  the  thoughts  of  men  who  ven- 
tured to  disapprove  of  the  measures  tliey  were  pursuing  ?  I 
do  affirm  to  your  Lordships,  that  I  iiave  particular  informa- 
tion to  support  me  in  these  general  assertions,  from  gentle- 
men of  undoubted  veracity,  who  have  related  a  variety 
of  particulars  that  would  astonish  you,  if  they  were  made 
known.  But,  my  Lords,  besides  the  great  question  depend- 
ing between  both  countries,  I  would  only  ask,  what  will  be 
the  certain  effect  of  this  motion  ?  It  will  only  be  to  give 
the  Colonies  time  to  prepare  for  more  vigorous  and  effective 
resistance ;  and  if  what  has  been  thrown  out  this  day  rela- 
tive to  the  real  disposition  of  foreign  Powers  has  any  foun- 
dation in  it,  it  will  answer  every  end  of  giving  time  both  to 
our  natural  enemies  and  rebellious  subjects,  to  make  such 
preparations  as  will  for  ever  after  put  it  out  of  our  power  to 
reduce  the  latter  to  a  proper  state  of  obedience. 

The  Bishop  of  Peterborough.  1  am  not  so  insensible  of 
my  own  insignificance,  and,  I  trust,  shall  not  be  so  forgetful 
of  my  duty  and  my  place  as  ever  to  become  a  busy  meddler 
in  political  matters ;  but  your  Lordships  will  not  think  it 
unbecoming  my  station  to  say  a  few  words  in  support  of  a 
motion  which,  notwithstanding  what  the  noble  Lord  who 
spoke  last,  and  the  noble  Earl  who  spoke  sometime  before 
him,  have  objected  to  it,  appears  still  to  me  founded  upon 
principles  of  humanity,  justice,  and  sound  policy.  The  sub- 
stance of  those  objections  which  have  the  most  colour  of 
argument,  is,  that  it  is  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  Great 
Britain  to  treat  with  subjects  that  are  in  rebellion  to  her 
authority,  while  they  have  their  arms  in  their  hands ;  and 
tliat  a  republican  spirit  of  independence  being  the  real  ground 
of  the  dispute,  to  negotiate  would  be  only  to  delay,  and  give 
the  Colonies  time  to  strengthen  themselves,  and  thereby  be- 
come still  more  formidable  than  they  are. 

As  to  saying  the  Americans  are  not  to  be  treated  with 
while  they  have  arms  in  their  hands,  it  is,  in  effect,  the  very 
same  thing  as  saying  they  shall  not  be  treated  with  at  all ; 
for  it  cannot  be  supposed  for  a  moment  that  a  whole  people 
engaged  in  what  appears  to  them  the  very  best  of  causes, 
who  have  already  committed  themselves  so  far  as  to  incur 
the  censures  of  rebellion,  should,  while  they  have  the  means 
of  defence  left,  forego  their  only  hope,  and  submit  themselves 
unconditionally  to  the  will  of  those  whom  tliey  think  have 
injured  and  oppressed  them,  without  having  the  least  assur- 
ance which  they  can  rely  upon,  given  them,  either  of  redress 
or  security.  The  plain  and  only  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  this  argument  is,  that  slaughter  and  devastation  must 
now  necessarily  be  the  only  means  employed  to  re-establish 
mutual  confidence  and  a  cordial  reconciliation.  As  to  the 
idea  of  the  noble  Earl,  that  these  troubles  originated  from 
a  republican  spirit  of  independence,  and  therefore  to  treat 
would  only  be  to  delay,  it  seems  to  me  a  begging  of  the 
question ;  and  to  show  it  is  so,  I  beg  leave  to  recall  your 
Lordships'  recollection  to  what  was  said  in  the  debate  on 
the  Boston  Port  Bill.  Your  Lordships  were  then  informed 
that  the  discontents  in  America  were  confined  to  the  lower 
order  of  the  people,  and  were  only  the  idle  clamours  of  an 
inconsiderable  faction,  whose  chief  support  was  the  encour- 
agement they  had  from  persons  here  at  home.  In  the  next 
session,  when  the  disturbances  grew  more  alarming,  they 
were  said  to  be  owing  to  the  defective  constitution  and  tur- 
bulent spirit  of  a  single  disaffected  Province ;  that  constitu- 
tion was  altered,  and  the  evil  increased ;  now  it  is  spread 
over  the  whole  continent,  and  it  is  attempted  to  persuade 
your  Lordships  that  it  has  all  along  proceeded  from  one 
general  principle  of  universal  independence. 

For  my  part,  my  Lords,  believing  in  my  conscience,  as  I 
do,  that  we  need  look  no  farther  for  the  origin  of  these  trou- 
bles than  the  fatal  imposition  of  the  Stamp  Act,  I  can  by 


no  means  admit  the  notion  that  absolute  independence  is 
even  now  the  object  of  America.  When  I  first  heard  the 
jX)sition  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  it  was  altogether 
novel  to  me,  in  any  other  light  than  as  one  of  the  many 
hydra-heads  that  naturally  spring  from  the  blood  of  civil 
dissension  :  that  some  there  may  have  been  who  have,  from 
the  beginning,  had  it  in  view,  I  will  not  question  ;  but  if 
their  party  ever  becomes  general,  it  will  be  the  consequence 
and  not  the  cause  of  our  disputes.  Ill,  however,  does  it 
seem  to  become  the  wisdom  and  gravity  of  your  Lordships' 
counsels  to  adopt  such  a  pereuasion  on  mere  presumptive 
evidence  ;  and  it  stands  on  no  other. 

For  wliether  America  does  or  does  not  really  aim  at  ab- 
solute independence,  is  by  no  means  only  a  speculative 
idea  ;  it  is  fraught  with  consequences  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance ;  it  is  big  with  all  the  horroi-s  of  war  and  desolation 
abroad,  with  all  the  evils  of  dissension  here  at  home.  Ill 
therefore  does  it  accord  with  your  Lordships'  wonted  cau- 
tion to  decide  on  so  material  a  point  upon  bare  probability, 
deduced  from  doubtful  premises,  by  surmise,  inference,  and 
conjecture,  while  positive  proof  was  to  be  had  ;  for  had,  it 
certainly  might  have  been,  and  I  hope  still  may  be  had,  if 
an  assurance  was  given  to  the  Colonies  (on  laying  down 
their  arms,  and  making  restitution  for  the  violence  done  to 
private  property)  of  security  against  the  exercise  of  taxa- 
tion. It  is  principally  on  this,  by  them  deemed  a  constitu- 
tional point,  and  not  on  visionary  ideas  of  an  independence, 
which  nothing  but  a  pei-severance  in  error  on  both  sides  can 
ever  realize,  that  America  is  united,  and  hazarding  all  the 
consequences  of  resistance.  The  noble  Duke's  motion  is 
calculated  to  prevent  the  dire  conflict  between  resentment 
and  despair.  It  proposes  no  terms  which  might  embaiTass 
Administration,  not  even  such  as  must  be  granted  when- 
ever an  end  is  put  to  this  war ;  for  there  are  very  few  now 
so  sanguine  in  their  expectations  as  to  think  that  America, 
if  entirely  subdued,  could  be  held  in  peaceable  subjection 
under  the  exercise  of  taxation.  Should  it,  however,  appear 
that  nothing  short  of  independence  will  satisfy  America,  as 
I  fear  too  many  of  your  Lordships  have  already  concluded, 
it  will  at  least  have  this  good  effect,  it  will  let  us  all  into  the 
real  ground  of  the  quarrel,  concerning  which  we  so  widely 
differ  at  present ;  it  will  unite  the  sentiments  of  all  parties  ; 
it  will  give  stability  to  Administration,  enable  them  to  unfold 
their  plan  of  operation,  and  leave  no  other  subject  of  debate 
than  whether  it  is  best  to  conquer  or  abandon. 

His  Lordship  then  added,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
enter  into  the  discussion  of  a  point  that  had  already  been 
too  much  agitated,  and  which  he  wished  had  never  been 
agitated  at  all,  namely,  the  supremacy  of  Pariiament ;  but 
as  he  hoped  to  trouble  the  House  no  more  on  the  subject  of 
America,  he  begged  leave  to  submit  to  their  consideration  a 
short  reflection  or  two.  In  whatever  light,  said  he,  I  have 
viewed  this  subject,  I  have  never  yet  been  able  so  far  to 
confound  my  ideas  as  to  suppose  that  power  and  right  are 
synonymous  terms ;  and  to  me  it  appears  to  avail  little  that 
it  should  be  said  the  power  of  Parliament  extends  over  the 
property,  when  it  has  ceased  to  influence  the  opinion,  of  the 
subject.  Pariiament  may  indeed  call  men  and  things  by 
what  name  it  pleases ;  it  may  say  that  what  was  formeriy 
considered  as  an  aid,  a  free  gift  of  the  people,  shall  hencefor- 
ward be  looked  upon  as  an  act  of  legal  obligation.  It  may 
say  this  or  that  is  rebellion,  and  it  unquestionably  becomes  so 
thus  far,  that  he  who  counteracts  its  decisions  must  suffer  the 
penalties,  and  may  die  as  a  rebel ;  yet,  after  all,  there  is 
no  earthly  Government  whatever  but  in  a  great  measure  is 
founded  upon,  and  is  co-extensive  with,  opinion ;  and  when 
once  the  whole  mass  of  a  people  think  themselves  oppressed, 
be  the  case  real  or  imaginary,  it  is  the  wisest,  because  it  is 
the  only  safe  way,  for  those  who  govern  to  change  their 
system,  and  thereby  prevent  those  struggles  which,  in  the 
end,  if  not  fatal  to  liberty,  are  dangerous  to  themselves.  In 
every  exertion  of  power,  civil  or  natural,  it  is  right  to  con- 
sider what  is,  and  what  is  not  practicable ;  it  was  the  glory 
as  well  as  the  policy  of  imperial  Rome,  at  the  summit  of  her 
greatness ;  it  has,  in  more  modern  times,  been  the  peculiar 
boast  of  Great  Britain,  and  may  be  her  practice  to  the  end 
of  time:  "  Per  populos  dare  jura  volentes." 

Earl  Gower  confessed  that  he  had  been  one  of  the  mem- 
bers in  the  Cabinet  who  had  advised,  and  concurred  in 
framing,  the  Circular  Letter  written  by  Lord  Hillsborough 
in  1769,  and  then  read  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  a 
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member  of  Administration  in  1765,  [General  Conway,]  to 
the  American  Governours,  maintaining  the  very  tloctiihes 
supported  by  the  noble  Lords  who  spoke  against  the  motion, 
that  America,  before  she  had  a  riglit  to  expect  any  indul- 
gence from  the  mother  country,  must  first  acknowledge  her 
sovereignty,  and  the  supremacy  of  this  Legislature. 

hard  Abingdon  said  that  the  right  of  taxation,  insisted  on 
by  them,  strijjped  America  of  her  property ;  and  the  claim 
of  haAlng  a  right  to  alter  her  Charters,  deprived  her  of  her 
municipal  rights  ;  so  that,  on  both  accounts,  the  present  war 
to  com[)el  her  to  an  unconditional  submission,  was  a  war  of 
conquest,  and,  if  successful,  must  terminate  in  the  absolute 
slavery  of  the  vanquished. 

Lord  Camden.  I  have  so  frequently  given  my  opinion 
on  the  injustice,  on  our  part,  of  compelling  America  to  pay 
taxes  without  being  represented  in  our  Parliament,  contrary 
to  the  fundamental  principles  of  this  Constitution,  the  pri- 
vileges the  people  of  that  country  are  entitled  to  as  British 
subjects,  and  the  inalienable  rights  of  mankind,  that  I  shall 
not  presume  to  trouble  your  Lordships  on  these  subjects 
again,  unless  they  come  directly  under  debate,  or  make  an 
essential  part  of  the  matter  under  consideration.  I  shall 
chiefly  confine  myself  to  the  object  of  the  present  motion  ; 
observing,  however,  before  I  proceed  further,  that  if  there 
was  any  colour  for  the  claim  of  taxing  the  Colonies,  the 
form,  the  right  which  has  been  attempted  to  be  exercised,  is 
absurd  beyond  precedent.  If  it  could  at  all  be  defended,  it 
must  be  as  an  act  of  sovereign  jMwer  issuing  from  the  legisla- 
ture ;  but  the  absurdity  of  the  other  House,  whose  power 
of  granting  aids  arises  from  representation,  granting  other 
people's  money,  is  a  solecism  in  politicks  and  legislation, 
reserved  for  modern  discovery;  an  idea  that  every  impartial, 
intelligent  man  must  treat  with  derision  ;  an  idea  which  our 
predecessors  would  hardly  believe  possible  to  have  entered 
into  the  mind  of  man  to  conceive,  were  they  to  rise  from 
the  dead,  to  behold  the  ridiculous  scene  that  is  now  pass- 
ing, and  the  manifest  injustice  which  it  involves  in  it.  The 
light  I  take  the  present  motion  in  is,  to  remedy  that  extra- 
ordinary act  called  the  Capture  Act.  passed  immediately 
before  Christmas.  I  confess  I  am  astonished  how  such  a 
law  could  have  ever  received  your  Lordships'  sanction.  I 
do  not  mean  to  arraign  its  cruelty,  injustice,  and  impolicy; 
they  do  not  come  within  the  view  I  intend  to  take  of  it.  I 
was  indisposed  at  Bath  the  time  it  passed  this  House,  and 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  from  either  of  the  learned  Lords 
who  defended  it,  how  they  could  possibly  permit  the  clause 
of  pardoning  to  pass  unnoticed ;  or  how  they  could  let 
such  a  manifest  imposition  be  put  on  the  House,  as  that 
the  clause  delegated  any  power  whatever  of  opening  an 
accommodation  with  the  Colonies.  What  does  this  cele- 
brated clause  say  ?  That  his  Majesty  shall  be  empowered 
to  grant  and  receive  submissions.  I  would  ask  the  learned 
Lord,  whether  his  Majesty  can,  under  this  act,  empower 
Commissioners  to  grant  pardons  to  Provinces,  and  whole 
bodies  of  men  ?  if  he  should  answer,  that  he  can,  I  will 
engage  to  prove  that  he  cannot ;  and  that  any  person  who 
presumed  to  act  under  such  a  power,  would  do  it  at  his 
peril.  But  if  his  Majesty  could  delegate  this  power  in  the 
extent  contended,  would  that  answer  the  professed  object  of 
the  clause?  Would  it  enable  the  Commander-in-Chief,  or 
Commissioners,  to  enter  into  a  treaty,  or  agree  upon  condi- 
tions ?  I  do  maintain  it  would  not.  The  man  who,  under 
such  an  authority,  dare  make  a  single  concession,  short  of 
receiving  an  unconditional  submission  or  surrender,  would 
hazard  liis  neck.  To  what  purpose,  then,  to  send  out  Com- 
missioners to  treat,  when  any  treaty,  communication,  or  in- 
tercourse whatever,  according  to  the  language  of  this  House, 
would  not  only  be  treason  against  the  person  of  the  King, 
but  treason  against  the  State,  and  the  legislative  rights  of 
I'arliament  ?  The  people  of  America  have  been  declared 
Rebels :  the  veiy  act  I  allude  to  describes  them  as  such. 
Where,  then,  is  the  man  bold  enough  to  accommodate  the 
subsisting  disputes,  by  an  authority  short  of  that  which  de- 
clared them  so,  except,  as  before  observed,  America  should 
unconditionally  submit  ?  This,  then,  is  the  clearest  proof 
that  unconditional  submission  is  the  object  in  view,  though 
it  was  endeavoured  to  be  concealed  under  the  flimsy  clause 
I  have  been  now  commenting  on  ;  and  it  is  on  that  account 
principally  that  1  am  desirous  the  present  motion  should 
succeed,  to  get  at  the  real  intentions  of  Administration  ;  to 


know  whether  they  mean  at  all  to  recede  from  their  full 
demands,  or  whether  they  intend  to  risk  everything  to  pur- 
sue war  (or  the  purpose  of  a  complete  conquest  in  one 
event,  or  unconditional  submission  in  the  other.  Their  re- 
fusal will  no  longer  leave  a  doubt  of  their  ultimate  inten- 
tions. Concession,  treaty,  negotiation,  k.c.,  will  iiave  just 
as  tinuch  meaning  as  the  word  "accommodation"  had  with 
the  soldier  in  iihakspeare.  Accommodation,  when  desired 
to  explain  it,  be  said,  meant  accommodation.  Rut,  my 
Lords,  great  stress  is  laid  upon  the  Americans  seizing  the 
castles,  forts,  munitions,  &c.,  of  his  Majesty;  and  it  is  said 
this  is  rebellion.  If  this  is  true  at  all,  the  case  can  only 
apply  to  Canada.  If,  however,  we  are  to  examine  the 
law,  which  in  affairs  of  this  nature  can  be  our  only  guide, 
I  question  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  Previous  to  Edward 
Vl,  it  was  not  punishable  as  treason ;  during  the  reign  of 
that  Prince  a  law  was  enacted,  which  made  the  retaining 
the  King's  castles,  fortresses.  Sic,  against  his  consent,  high- 
treason.  In  the  succeeding  reign,  (that  of  Queen  Mary,) 
that,  with  all  other  laws  passed  since  the  25th  o{  Edward 
III,  were  repealed  ;  and  I  know  of  none  since  enacted  for 
the  purpose ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  cannot  see,  if  the  offence 
was  merely  confined  to  that,  how  a  person  could  be  legally 
punished.  In  this  very  strange  clause  I  perceive  there  has 
an  expression  crept  in,  and  but  for  the  whole  complexion 
of  this  iniquitous  aflair  I  should  have  been  inclined  to  ima- 
gine it  got  there  by  the  blunder  of  the  clerk,  as  it  is  rank 
nonsense ;  it  is  the  condition  on  which  the  pardons  are  to 
take  place,  as  soon  as  the  Province  shall  be  in  the  "  King's 
peace."  The  phrase  is  an  unmeaning  one,  as  applied  here. 
The  King's  peace,  if  it  means  anything,  relates  to  the  an- 
cient custom,  when  the  feudatories  made  war  on  each  other, 
in  avenging  personal  wrongs,  or  by  way  of  reprisal  and  re- 
taliation. When  the  King  thought  proper  to  put  a  stop  to 
such  quarrels,  he  proclaimed  the  respective  districts  which 
were  the  seat  of  quarrel,  to  be  in  the  King's  peace.  I  have 
turned  the  matter  frequently  in  my  mind,  and  think  I  have 
at  length  discovered  the  true  reason  of  introducing  this  anti- 
quated term.  It  is  of  a  piece  with  all  the  rest  of  this  busi- 
ness, which  has  been  directed  from  the  very  beginning,  to 
enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Crown,  under  the  flimsy  pretence 
of  asserting  the  rights  of  Parliament.  Parliament  is  at  all 
events  to  be  disgraced ;  and  when  Ministers  have  expe- 
rienced the  impracticability  of  their  schemes,  all  they  think 
they  have  to  do  will  be  to  declare  the  Province  to  be  in  the 
King's  peace.  Hostilities  will  instantly  cease,  and,  as  a 
noble  Duke  observed  early  in  the  debate.  Parliament  will 
incur,  both  here  and  in  America,  all  the  odium  of  this  attack 
on  the  liberty  and  property  of  their  fellow-subjects ;  and  the 
King's  servants  will  have  the  credit  of  conceding  and  desist- 
ing from  an  attempt,  of  which  they  were  the  original  authors, 
but  which  experience  had  taught  them  was  as  impractica- 
ble as  it  was  unjust,  cruel,  and  oppressive. 

Lord  Mansfield.  If  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last  had 
not  so  fully  explained  what  the  noble  Duke  who  made  the 
motion,  and  another  noble  Duke  who  spoke  later  in  the 
debate,  [Duke  of  Richmond,]  meant  by  appealing  to  me,  I 
never  could  have  conceived  that  I  should  have  been  called 
upon  to  explain  or  defend  a  bill  which,  I  do  assure  your 
Lordships,  I  never  saw  or  was  consulted  upon  till  it  was 
debated  on  the  second  reading.  I  remember,  I  came  very 
late  into  the  House  that  evening,  and  should  not  have  said  a 
syllable,  if  I  had  not  been  called  upon  then,  as  I  am  this 
night.  There  were  but  two  doubts  started  on  that  occa- 
sion :  one  of  them  was  by  a  noble  Duke,  [of  Richmond,] 
who  wished  to  know  if  the  ships,  their  tackle,  and  apparel, 
lying  in  the  ports  and  docks  of  America,  not  expressly 
offending  against  the  principle  of  the  act,  by  carrying  on  or 
intending  to  carry  on  any  trade,  &.c.,  came  within  the  inten- 
tion of  the  general  clause  which  creates  the  forfeiture  under 
the  description  of  all  ships,  goods  and  merchandise.  I  in- 
formed his  Grace,  your  Lordships,  that  I  thought  it  did  ; 
because  any  exception  might  be  a  source  of  endless  confu- 
sion ;  for  if  a  line  were  attempted  to  be  drawn  in  favour 
of  certain  persons,  or  in  respect  of  the  mode  of  incurring  the 
forfeitures,  it  might  probably  totally  defeat  the  professed  pur- 
poses of  the  bill.  The  other  objection  raised  was  by  the 
noble  Lord  over  the  way,  [Lord  Shelburne.]  His  Lordship 
contended  against  the  power  of  pardoning  in  the  lump,  vested 
in  the  Crown  by  the  bill.     For  my  part,  I  am  now  of  the 
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same  ojiinioii  I  v\as  then  ;  I  thought  that  the  power  of  par- 
doning in  the  himp  was  a  prerogative  inherent  in  the  Crown 
from  the  earliest  date  of  the  Constitution.  I  knew  such  a 
power  had  been  uniformly  exercised  by  the  successive  Mo- 
narchs  of  this  rcahn,  from  the  Conquest  to  this  day.  I  knew, 
likewise,  that  as  they  have  exercised  it  themselves,  so  they 
have  frequently  delegated  it  to  others.  And  on  this  head  I 
liave  only  to  add,  that  his  Majesty's  Ministers  were  so  well 
satisfied  of  the  power  itself,  and  the  competency  of  the 
Crown  to  delegate  it,  that  a  noble  Lord  [Dartmouth]  near 
me,  in  some  successive  stage  of  the  bill,  moved  an  alteration 
in  the  preamble,  for  the  purpose  of  reserving  that  power.  I 
am,  therefore,  clearly  of  opinion,  that  his  Majesty  might 
have  granted  pardons,  as  well  to  individuals  as  in  the  lump 
to  whole  Provinces,  if  that  act  had  never  passed.  The 
learned  Lord,  from  the  nature  of  the  commission,  has  raised 
arguments  and  drawn  conclusions  on  the  objects  to  which  it 
may  or  can  be  legally  directed.  This,  my  Lords,  will  greatly 
depend  on  circumstances,  and  the  prudence  and  abilities  of 
those  to  wliom  the  execution  of  the  commission  is  entrusted. 
It  may  be  presumed  they  can  have  nothing  to  fear,  if  they 
perform  their  duty  Aiithfully.  It  can  hardly  be  supposed, 
that  they  will  incur  the  displeasure  of  Parliament,  for  acting 
up  to  their  instructions  ;  and  it  is  still  less  probable  that  they 
will  risk  th&  censure  of  both  Parliament  and  their  Sovereign, 
by  any  improper  exercise  or  abuse  of  their  powers.  The 
learned  Lord  is  at  a  great  loss  to  know  the  precise  meaning 
of  the  phrase  "  well-disposed  ;"  and  the  legal  definition  of 
that  other  phrase  of  being  "  in  the  King's  peace."  For  my 
part,  I  am  at  no  loss  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  both 
these  expressions  ;  the  first  plainly  importing  a  disposition  in 
any  Province,  town,  or  district,  to  return  to  their  allegiance, 
and  recognise  the  supreme  legislative  authority  of  this  coun- 
try; and  the  other,  a  proclamation,  on  such  recognition  and 
acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  the  persons  authorized  by 
the  act,  to  declare  such  Colony  or  Province  to  be  in  the 
King's  peace ;  that  is,  to  be  deemed  to  be  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  laws,  and  be  restored  to  all  the  privileges  of 
peaceful  and  dutiful  subjects. 

My  Lords,  something  very  unusual,  I  mean  the  extent  it 
has  been  carried  this  night,  has  happened  on  the  present 
occasion.  I  could  not  help  observing,  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  that  almost  every  matter  connected  with  the  affairs 
of  America  has  been  amply  discussed,  but  the  very  projxisi- 
tion  your  Lordships  have  been  convened  to  consider.  The 
Port  duties  laid  on  in  1767,  and  the  partial  repeal  in  1769, 
have  been  much  dwelt  on  :  there  is  not  a  syllable  relative  to 
either  in  the  motion.  A  noble  Duke  who  spoke  early  in 
the  debate,  [Duke  of  Richmond,]  has  gone  into  the  state  of 
the  navy  very  largely:  there  is  nothing  about  the  navy  in 
the  motion.  Another  noble  Duke  has  talked  a  great  deal 
of  convicts  and  vagrants:  the  motion  is  quite  silent  on  that 
head.  A  fourth,  [Lord  Shelburne,]  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  the  work  imputed  to  Montcalm  was  a  forgery ;  the 
same  noble  Lord  found  fault  with  the  military  arrangements 
in  Ireland :  subjects  totally  unconnected  with  the  motion. 
And  the  learned  Lord  who  spoke  last,  [Lord  Camden,] 
harangued  on  the  improper  interference  of  Government  in 
the  affairs  of  the  East-India  Company  :  all  matters  totally 
foreign  to  the  immediate  subject  now  before  you. 

I  had  no  intention  when  I  came  into  the  House,  of  taking 
any  part  in  this  debate ;  but  as  I  have  been  called  up,  I  shall 
say  a  few  words,  but  mean  to  confine  myself  merely  to  the 
motion.  I  am  cautious  of  delivering  my  sentiments  in  this 
House,  because  whatever  is  said  here  is  wafted  insfandy  to 
America.  The  arguments  are  either  too  frequently  miscon- 
ceived, or  misstated  ;  besides  there  are  many  things  which 
come  out  in  debate,  that  are  of  little  consequence  and  trifling 
in  themselves,  and  are  rendered  still  more  ridiculous  in  print. 
I,  therefore,  clearly  unite  in  sentiments  with  the  noble  Earl 
[Lord  Temple]  who  spoke  so  ably  and  so  like  a  true  friend 
to  his  country,  the  other  night,  that  litde  is  to  be  said,  and 
much  remains  to  be  done ;  for  that  nothing  passes  within 
these  walls  that  does  not  make  its  way  to  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantick,  and  has  been  converted  to  the  purposes  of 
counteracting  the  measures  to  which  it  related. 

It  has  been  much  insisted  on  this  day,  that  the  present  is  a 
legislative  war,  and,  therefore,  that  his  Majesty  is  bound  up 
from  exercising  his  prerogative,  and  that  the  matter  has  been 
committed  to  Parliament.  Supposing  this  to  be  strictly 
true,  has  not  the  act  alluded  to  created  the  very  power 


under  which  the  Commissioners  are  to  act?  Supposing  it 
otfierwise,  will  the  Crown  be  denied  the  exercise  of  its  in- 
herent prerogative  in  the  present  instance  only,  where  it  is 
most  wanted  ?  But,  my  Lords,  the  distinction  of  a  legisla- 
tive war  is  perfectly  new.  Was  not  .the  war  relative  to  the 
succession,  and  several  others  of  the  same  kind,  legislative 
wars  ?  May  not  every  war  be  called  so,  which  has  been 
carried  on  by  the  express  desire  or  consent  of  Parliament  ? 
I  do  not,  indeed,  recollect  one  carried  on  since  the  Revolu- 
tion widiout  that  sanction. 

This  country,  my  Lords,  has  now  arrived  at  a  very  tre- 
mendous crisis,  just  commencing  a  war  of  a  nature  entirely 
now ;  a  war  that  must  necessarily  be  very  expensive,  and 
the  issue  of  which  no  man  can  foretell.  It  is  true,  that  the 
kingdom  will  in  a  great  measure  be  left  defenceless ;  that 
we  can  have  no  certainty  that  France  or  Spain  will  long 
preserve  their  present  pacifick  dispositions ;  that  we  have 
been  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  hiring  foreign  troops,  and 
sending  to  the  ports  of  other  kingdoms  for  transports.  But 
how,  my  Lords,  were  these  circumstances  to  be  avoided  ? 
America  has  rebelled  ;  America  is  in  amis — not  defensively, 
but  offensively  ;  even  if  we  were  willing  to  cease  hostilities, 
they  are  not.  We  must  therefore  act  with  vigour,  and  we 
must  at  least  show  ourselves  determined  to  surmount  their 
opposition.  Happy  would  it  be  for  us,  if -any  means  could 
be  devised  of  ending  the  quarrel  without  bloodshed ;  but 
does  the  present  motion  tend  to  such  an  effect  ?  Without 
proposing  to  save  a  shilling  of  the  enormous  expense  the 
nation  has  been  at,  in  providing  and  equipping  the  arma- 
ments to  be  sent  out  this  year  to  America,  it  agrees  that  the 
troops  should  proceed ;  but  when  they  shall  arrive  at  the 
place  of  their  respective  destinations,  they  are  to  remain  with 
their  arms  folded,  inactive,  and  unemployed.  What  then  ? 
Commissioners  are  to  treat  with  the  Congress ;  tiiey  are  to 
prepare  a  petition  of  grievances,  which  the  petitioners  are  to 
bring  to  England.  The  Congress  will  laugh  in  their  sleeves 
at  our  folly ;  they  will  reprint  their  declaration  of  war  under 
a  new  title,  for  that  states  what  they  term  their  grievances. 
We  shall  lose  a  campaign,  of  which  they  will  take  care  to 
avail  themselves,  and  the  next  spring  we  shall  have  the 
whole  to  begin  again.  This,  my  Ixjrds,  would,  I  conceive, 
be  the  issue  of  the  present  motion  ;  I  therefore  oppose  it,  as 
nugatory,  ill-timed,  and  ineffectual. 

Lord  Camden.  1  shall  not  trouble  your  Lordships  at  this 
late  hour  of  the  night,  in  making  observations  on  the  many 
curious  matters  your  Lordships  have  been  now  entertained 
with.  I  cannot  help,  however,  making  one  remark,  which 
personally  applies  to  the  learned  Lord;  that  is,  his  saying 
very  little  to  the  question,  and  a  great  deal  on  other  subjects, 
according  to  his  Lordship's  language,  not  at  all  connected 
with  the  present  motion.  I  shall  confine  myself  to  that  part 
of  his  Lordship's  speech  which  relates  to  the  power  of  grant- 
ing pardons.  The  learned  Lord  surely  misunderstood  me, 
if  he  imagined  that  I  questioned  the  King's  power  to  par- 
don. No,  my  Lords ;  what  1  contended  was,  what  I  pledge 
myself  to  your  Lordships  I  shall  be  able  to  prove,  that  the 
King  cannot  pardon  in  the  lump,  without  the  aid  of  Parlia- 
ment, offences  against  the  State  ;  much  less  can  he  pardon 
or  agree  to  any  terms  short  of  the  claims  and  conditions 
which  Parliament  have  defined  to  be  the  true  basis  of  con- 
ciliation. The  noble  Lord,  by  the  pains  he  has  taken  to 
defend  the  act,  seems  to  be  the  father  rather  than  the  casual 
defender  of  it.  He  says  that  the  Coinmjssioners  will  take 
care  not  to  transgress  the  limits  of  their  commissions.  Will 
his  Lordship,  or  any  other  noble  Lord  in  this  House,  rise  and 
tell  mo,  that  the  latter  extends  an  inch  farther  than  the  mere 
j)ower  of  granting  pardons,  on  terms  of  submission,  by  the 
people  o{  America  laying  down  their  arms,  and  throvvino- 
themselves  unconditionally  at  the  feet  of  this  country  ?  This, 
then,  being  the  true  state  of  the  case,  it  brings  me  to  the 
point  I  set  out  from  ;  which  is,  that  the  present  motion  is 
become  necessary,  to  prevent  the  further  effusion  of  human 
blood,  and  as  the  means  of  putting  an  end  to  a  war  which 
must  inevitably  bring  on  the  destruction  of  either,  if  not  of 
both  countries;  it  will  supply  the  defect  of  the  bill  I  have 
been  now  commenting  on  ;  it  will  be  the  means  of  draw- 
ing forth  specifications  from  the  parties,  of  their  respective 
claims,  and  will  consequently  lay  a  foundation  for  treaty, 
which  can  be  the  only  safe  road  to  peace  and  conciliation  ; 
whereas  the  clause  in  the  Capture  Act  is  nugatory  and  delu- 
sive.    It  leaves  the  matter  just  as  it  found  it,  according  to 
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the  learned  Lord's  own  ideas  ;  for  if  the  King  could  delegate 
the  power  of  pardoning  and  receiving  submissions,  the  act 
of  Parliament  says  no  more ;  and  as  to  any  power  of  con- 
ceding or  conciliating  upon  terms  short  of  unconditional  sub- 
mission, which  is  an  explanation  too  improbable  for  your 
Lordships  to  look  for,  unless  preceded  by  actual  conquest, 
his  Lordship,  I  dare  say,  on  reflection,  is  perfectly  satisfied 
that  no  such  power  is  contained  or  delegated  by  the  clause 
in  question. 

Viscount  Weymouth.  My  Lords,  a  question  has  been 
pressed  by  a  noble  Lord  [Lyttelton]  relative  to  the  present 
disposition  of  the  Courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid,  which 
I  do  not  think  myself  at  all  bound  to  answer,  as  a  member 
of  this  House,  nor  in  any  other  capacity,  unless  called  upon 
by  an  address  to  the  Crown  for  papers.  I  am  happy,  how- 
ever, to  remove  the  doubts  suggested  by  the  noble  Lord,  by 
assuring  your  Lordships,  that  at  no  time  within  my  recol- 
lection had  this  country  less  reason  to  be  jealous  or  suspi- 
cious of  the  dispositions  and  intentions  of  those  Courts  than 
at  present.  His  Majesty's  Ministers  have  received  repeated 
assurances,  accompanied  by  the  most  unequivocal  proofs,  of 
their  pacifick  intentions ;  and  I  am  further  convinced  that, 
although  they  should  have  entertained  sentiments  diametri- 
cally opposite  to  those  they  profess,  they  have  it  no  more  in 
their  power  than  in  their  inclination  to  effectuate  any  mea- 
sure which  might  be  the  means  of  involving  this  country  in 
a  war,  or  of  impeding  the  plan  of  operations  designed  to  be 
carried  into  execution  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  our  Colo- 
nies to  a  state  of  constitutional  obedience  to  the  power  and 
Government  of  this  country.  The  noble  Duke  who  made 
the  motion  had  stated  a  fact,  relative  to  two  French  gentle- 
men arriving  in  the  Rebel  camp,  and  after  having  an  inter- 
view with  the  General,  of  their  proceeding  to  the  Congress 
at  Philadelphia.  I  have  heard  that  there  were  two  persons 
at  the  head-quarters  at  Cambridge,  of  the  description  men- 
tioned ;  but  when  I  heard  it,  I  was  of  the  same  opinion  as 
now,  that  their  presence  there  proceeded  from  motives  very 
different  from  those  I  hear  assigned  this  day.  I  looked  upon 
it,  that  they  were  gentlemen  who  were  making  a  tour  of  the 
American  Continent  for  their  amusement,  or  merchants, 
who  went  there  to  negotiate  matters  in  the  way  of  trade,  on 
their  own  private  account ;  and  I  think  so  still. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton.  My  Lords,  I  have  long  observed, 
that  some  persons,  from  long  experience  in  the  modes  of 
controversy  adopted  in  the  Courts  below,  where  matters 
are  frequently  represented  in  eveiy  light  but  the  true  one, 
have  acquired  a  knack  of  holding  up  the  weak  parts  of  a 
debate  ludicrously  ;  and  when  they  find  themselves  pressed 
in  argument,  resort  to  ridicule,  in  order  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  extraneous  matter.  Thus  the  learned  Lord 
[Mansjleld]  has  claimed  a  kind  of  triumph,  by  commenting 
upon  everything  which  seemed  not  immediately  to  relate  to 
the  motion  now  before  your  Lordships ;  and,  in  the  very 
spirit  of  the  conduct  he  has  reprehended  in  others,  has  sat 
down  without  saying  anything,  or  next  to  nothing,  on  the 
question  under  consideration.  I  differ  widely  from  the 
learned  Lord  ;  for  I  shall  ever  be  of  opinion,  that  every  ob- 
ject connected  with  the  present  cause  of  dispute  with  Ame- 
rica, the  different  measures  which  arose  in  consequence  of 
that  dispute,  and  the  conduct  of  that  war,  by  which  the 
friends  and  supporters  of  Administration  mean  to  terminate 
it,  are  all  subjects  well  worthy  of  your  Lordships'  conside- 
ration and  investigation ;  for  it  is  evident,  that  those  several 
objects  are  not  separate  and  distinct,  but  form  one  great 
whole,  which  cannot  be  properly  examined  or  discussed, 
unless  you  consider  its  several  parts  at  one  view.  I  con- 
fess, uiy  Lords,  that  I  find  myself  much  hurt  to  perceive  a 
question  of  so  much  importance  treated  in  so  ludicrous  and 
trivial  a  manner.  I  therefore  trust  that  your  Lordships 
will  impute  any  warmth  I  may  have  betrayed  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  purely  to  the  cause  I  have  now  mentioned. 
I  hope  I  have  too  great  respect  for  your  Lordshi])s,  to  offer 
any  motion  to  your  consideration  which  I  thought  did  not 
merit  the  attention  of  Parliament ;  and,  I  own,  I  cannot 
avoid  being  much  surprised,  that  an  attempt  to  have  it 
laughed  away  should  be  made ;  when  I  am  conscious  that 
I  took  every  possible  precaution  in  my  power,  to  frame  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  leave  the  subject  open,  and  not  by 
narrowing  it  preclude  every  part  of  the  House  to  unite  on 
some  general  principle,  which  might,  on  the  onset,  be  the 
means  of  putting  a  speedy  stop  to  the  further  effusion  of 


human  blood.  But,  my  Lords,  nothing  which  has  happen- 
ed on  the  present  occasion  can  induce  me  to  desist  from 
what  I  have  so  sincerely  at  heart,  the  restoration  of  peace. 
I  am  willing  to  give  up  any  part  of  the  motion  which  may 
seem  objectionable  to  those  who'  only  have  it  in  their  pow- 
er to  give  it  effectual  support.  I  am  ready  to  alter,  omit, 
or  amend,  so  that  the  principle  of  conciliation,  which  was 
my  motive  for  submitting  it  to  your  Lordships,  be  preser- 
ved. I  am  desirous,  my  Lords,  in  conformity  to  what  I  said 
on  the  opening  of  my  motion,  that  it  should  be  sent  to  a 
committee  to  consider  of  it,  and  re))ort  their  opinion  tlxne- 
on  to  the  House.  And  I  once  more  conjure  your  Lordshi|)s 
to  reflect,  that  the  honour  of  Parliament,  the  prosperity  and 
dearest  interests  of  both  countries,  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
British  subjects,  are  at  stake  ;  that  tlie  present  is  jjrobably 
the  only  moment  you  will  ever  have  to  snatch  them  from 
the  ruin  which  will  otherwise  inevitably  await  them ;  and 
that  the  consequences  of  neglecting  this  opjxjrtunity  will 
be  the  source  of  endless  mourning  and  lamentation  to  ages 
yet  unborn. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  "  Whether  the  said 
question  shall  be  now  put  ?" 

It  was  resolved  in  the  negative.  Contents  28;  Prox- 
ies 3.     Non-Contents  71 ;  Proxies  20. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Monday,  April  1,  1776. 

Before  the  Order  of  the  Day  was  read,  Mr.  Hartley  spoke 
as  follows: 

The  noble  Lord  who  presides  in  the  Department  of  the 
Revenue,  having  announced  to  the  House  that  he  intends 
to  lay  the  state  of  the  nation  before  us,  on  the  first  day  of 
business  after  the  recess,  I  hope  that  it  will  not  appear 
foreign  to  that  purpose  if  I  suggest  to  them  the  necessity  of 
some  proper  materials  being  laid  upon  the  table,  by  the  help 
of  which  we  may  be  better  prepared  to  enter  upon  so  im- 
portant a  discussion.  The  state  of  the  national  revenue 
and  expenditure,  together  with  the  sufficiency  or  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  national  powers,  are  very  properly  termed  by 
the  very  noble  Lord  to  be  the  state  of  the  nation.  It  is  a 
•  subject  of  such  infinite  importance,  that  I  need  make  no 
apology  to  the  House,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  for  re- 
commending a  prudent  forecast  of  the  ruinous  consequences 
which  must  inevitably  attend  the  civil  war  with  our  Colo- 
nies, into  which  this  nation  is  so  blindly  and  precipitateiy 
driven  by  its  Ministers.  The  enormity  of  the  expense, 
which  I  shall  endeavour  to  explain  to  you  under  the  several 
branches  this  day,  is  but  the  least  part  of  the  evil.  Even 
what  Administration  would  call  success  would  be  more  irre- 
coverable ruin,  by  destroying  the  very  source  of  wealth  and 
strength  to  this  country,  than  almost  any  anticipation  of  the 
revenue  in  the  first  instance. 

■  These  are  matters  of  such  importance  that  I  should  think 
myself  highly  criminal,  and  a  deserter  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  me  as  a  member  of  Parliament,  if  I  did  not  offer  to  the 
House,  with  great  deference,  such  materials  and  informa- 
tion as  have  fallen  in  my  own  way,  in  the  course  of  my  best 
endeavours  to  obtain  information  for  myself,  on  the  subject 
of  the  publick  revenue.  Reposing  myself  upon  that  can- 
dour of  the  House  which  I  have  so  often  experienced,  I 
will  endeavour  to  state  a  few  plain  facts  and  plain  conse- 
quences, without  partiality  or  bias,  without  respect  of  per- 
sons, and  without  fear  or  favour. 

It  is  so  much  the  more  necessary  that  we  should  come  to 
some  explicit  understanding  of  these  matters,  as  the  most 
profound  secrecy  and  concealment  have  been  practised  to 
keep  alarming  truths  from  the  publick  eye,  and  false  pre- 
tences have  been  thrown  out  to  amuse  the  credulous  confi- 
dence of  this  House.  It  is  not  many  months  ago,  (no  longer 
than  the  last  session,)  that  any  member  who  got  up  to  warn 
you  of  the  serious  and  fatal  consequences  of  the  war  then 
recommended  against  America,  was  laughed  at  in  his  place ; 
the  very  suggestion  was  treated  as  being  so  ridiculous,  that 
the  Minister  proposed  to  you  to  begin  by  disarming — by 
voting  four  thousand  seamen  less  than  you  had  kept  the 
year  before ;  and  not  many  days  after  the  meeting  of  the 
new  Parliament,  a  vote  of  three  shillings  land  tax  was  pro- 
posed, with  a  view  to  sooth  the  landed  men  into  a  confi- 
dential compliance  with  the  measures  of  Administration,  and 
into  the  adoption  of  this  fatal  war.     That  this  step  was 
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taken  with  no  other  view  than  to  quiet  and  to  prevent  the 
alariTis  of  the  landed  interest,  is  past  dispute ;  because  the 
vote  for  tlie  three-shillings  land  tax  was  passed  before  Christ- 
mas, though  the  bill  was  not  brought  in  till  after  the  holi- 
days ;  the  vote,  therefore,  was  studiously  thrown  out  before- 
iiand,  to  prevent  the  discontents  that  might  happen,  and  to 
mislead  the  publick  into  a  fallacious  dependance,  that  a  few 
superficial  and  unimixirtant  discontents  in  America,  as  they 
were  then  represented  to  be,  would  soon  be  subdued.  Under 
this  deception,  the  landed  gentlemen  in  this  House  have  been 
trepanned  by  every  artifice,  and  the  publick  out  of  doors  have 
been  waylaid  by  every  insidious  practice,  to  induce  them  to 
acquiescence  in  the  dependance  that  Ministry  w^ould  guaran- 
ty their  country  against  the  evils  only  suggested  by  ground- 
less fear.  Where  are  we  now  ?  Have  not  our  forehodings 
been  more  than  realized  ?  Has  it  been  arrant  folly  in  Ad- 
ministration to  plunge  us  into  our  present  situation  ?  or  has 
it  been  downright  treachery  aforethought,  to  lead  their  un- 
suspecting country,  step  by  step,  into  an  irreconcilable  civil 
war,  to  dip  Great  Britain  and  America  in  blood,  and  to  cut 
off  the  retreat  to  peace  and  safety  ? 

Whichever  be  the  case,  the  Administration  have  now,  at 
least,  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  confidence  of  this  House  and 
of  the  publick.  We  are  now  told  with  great  composure,  by 
those  very  men  who,  but  a  few  months  ago,  laughed  to  scorn 
every  foreboding  word  of  prudence,  that  the  whole  power 
of  this  country  is  unequal  to  the  undertaking ;  and  that  how- 
ever reasonable  it  might  have  been  last  year  to  have  fore- 
seen the  immensity  of  the  war,  yet  that  Parliament,  in  the 
last  session,  would  not  have  been  disposed  to  grant  more 
expensive  aids,  and  therefore  that  no  more  were  then  ap- 
plied for;  but  that  we  are  now  dipped  in,  and  must  wade 
through.  If  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men,  and  one  hun- 
dred ships  of  force,  are  now  found  necessary,  the  word  to 
Parliament  is.  You  must  go  through  :  there  is  no  retreat ;  it 
must  be  done.  Every  corner  of  the  three  kingdoms  is  to 
be  ransacked  for  recruits ;  every  Power  in  Europe  is  to  be 
solicited  for  mercenary  aid ;  every  trading  vessel  heretofore 
employed  in  the  American  commerce  is  now  destined  to 
transport  the  means  of  destroying  the  commercial  wealth  of 
Great  Britain,  and  all  the  sources  of  its  naval  empire. 
The  noble  Lord  has  announced  to  us  that  he  will,  upon 
the  19th  of  this  month,  lay  before  us  the  most  speedy  and 
effectual  way  of  accomplishing  these  important  objects  ;  and 
that  is  what,  I  presume,  he  calls  laying  before  us  the  state 
oft  the  nation. 

As  I  wish  the  publick  may  no  longer  be  deceived,  but 
that  they  may  be  put  into  possession  of  the  real  state  of  the 
facts,  and  of  the  probable  expectation  of  consequences,  I 
shall  offer  to  the  House  some  motions  for  the  proper  mate- 
rials to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  us,  to  be  our  guide 
and  assistance  in  forming  our  judgment  and  decision.  The 
three  great  branches  of  national  expense  are,  the  Navy,  the 
Army,  and  the  Ordnance ;  and  each  of  these  branches  is 
divided  into  two  parts,  viz :  expenses  which  are  voted  upon 
specifick  estimates,  and  extraordinary  expenses  which  are 
incurred  every  year  in  the  three  services,  partly  at  the 
discretion  of  the  respective  commanders,  and  partly  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Ministry  in  their  several  departments. 
These  extraordinaries,  in  former  times,  were  kept  within 
narrow  bounds ;  but  of  late  years  they  are  grown  to  an 
enormous  amount,  almost  equal  to  the  expenses  voted  in 
each  service  upon  estimate ;  which  latitude,  thus  negligently 
and  tacitly  allowed  to  Ministers  in  dispensing  the  publick 
pui'se,  has  been,  and  I  fear  will  continue  to  be,  the  cause  of 
a  most  ruinous  waste  of  the  publick  revenue.  As  to  the 
present  year,  the  House  have  before  them  all  the  expenses 
of  the  American  war,  which  have  been  formed  into  speci- 
fick estimates ;  but  the  unmeasurable  part  of  the  expense 
will  be  in  the  secret  and  hidden  class  of  extraordinaries,  left 
to  the  unrestrained  discretion  of  Ministers,  Commanders, 
Commissaries,  and  Contractors.  The  House  and  the  pub- 
lick are  amused  with  nominal  estimates,  while  this  bottom- 
less gulf  is  opened  behind  us,  and  not  to  be  satiated  but 
with  the  last  farthing.  If  experience  can  teach  us  wisdom, 
it  is  high  time  that  we  were  possessed  of  it.  This  chaos  of 
extraordinaries  may,  doubtless,  be  reduced  to  some  reason- 
able shape  of  computation.  Ministers  will  hardly  tell  this 
House  seriously,  that  they  have  not  the  least  measure  of 
what  they  recommend  or  undertake ;  nor,  I  think,  would 
it  be  very  decent  for  them  to  come  in,  the  next  session, 


witli  a  boundless  demand  of  debts  incurred  upon  the  confi- 
dence which  we  are  now  desired  to  repose  in  them,  and 
to  tell  us  then.  We  foresaw  all  these  expenses,  but  we  con- 
cealed them  carefully  from  you,  that  we  might  lead  you 
insensibly  on. 

Then  let  us  forecast  the  account  nowv  I  shall  begin  with 
the  Navy.  The  motion  which  I  shall  make  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Navy  is  copied,  word  for  word,  out  of  the  Jour- 
nals upon  a  former  occasion  ;  and  a  very  accurate  estimate 
was  made  in  return,  of  the  probable  expense  of  the  Navy, 
article  by  article  :  therefore  I  am  sure  the  Minister  can  give 
us  this  information  if  he  will. 

My  motion  is,  "That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  an 
estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of  his  Majesty's  Navy  for 
the  present  year,  distinguishing  under  proper  heads  upon 
the  services  voted  by  this  House  ;  showing,  also,  how  far 
the  said  expense  may  probably  exceed  or  fall  short  of  the 
sums  already  voted  for  those  services  ;  and  also,  an  estimate 
of  the  probable  expense  of  transports  and  victualling  during 
the  present  year." 

I\Iy  second  and  third  motions,  resp«»cting  the  extraordi- 
naries of  the  Army,  and  Ordnance  for  land  service,  are 
nearly  to  the  same  effect,  viz : 

"  That  an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount  of  the  extra- 
ordinary services  likely  to  be  incurred  by  his  Majesty's  Land 
"Forces  in  one  year,  from  March  9,  1776,  be  prepared  and 
laid  before  this  House." 

"  That  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of  the  Office 
of  Ordnance  for  land  service,  during  the  present  year,  over 
and  above  the  provision  already  made  in  this  session  of  Par- 
liament, be  prepared  and  laid  before  this  House." 

These  are  the  materials  which,  as  it  seems  to  me,  are 
necessary  for  us  to  form  our  judgment  upon.  Many  of  them 
may  be  estimated  with  great  accuracy  ;  and,  from  the  ex- 
perience and  assistance  of  the  official  lights  which  the  noble 
Lord  has  access  to,  he  may  give  us  a  general  view  of  the 
whole  probable  expense  of  the  year.  This  is  what  I  should 
call  laying  the  state  of  the  nation  before  us.  By  this  time 
of  the  year  (which  is  the  month  o(  April)  you  ought  to  have 
formed  your  plans.  You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  number 
of  ships  which  are  destined  for  sea  service  for  this  year.  You 
know  the  complement  of  men  for  each  rate ;  therefore  you 
may  know  by  how  many  they  will  exceed  the  number  of 
seamen  voted  by  Parliament.  In  the  forming  such  an  esti- 
mate, the  Board  of  Admiralty  can  give  you  a  list  of  the  sea- 
men to  be  employed  ;  the  Paymaster  of  the  marines  can  send 
you  the  number  of  marines.  The  value  of  stores  contracted 
for  and  to  be  purchased  for  ships,  and  building-yards,  and 
rope-yards,  ought  to  be  minutely  known,  or  else  how  is  the 
Navy  to  be  provided  ?  I  will  read  you  three  or  four  prin- 
cipal heads  of  expense  in  the  estimate  of  the  Navy,  which 
was  returned  to  this  House  on  the  2d  of  May,  1772,  and 
which  is  printed  in  the  Journals,  upon  the  very  identical 
motion  that  I  offer  to  you  now.  Take  them  as  a  speci- 
men, that  the  estimates  that  I  now  ask  for  may  be  very 
methodically  made  out,  unless  you  are  determined  to  with- 
hold every  requisite  information  from  this  House  : 

Value  of  stores  and  materials  contracted  for  and  to  be 
purchased  for  his  Majesty's  ships  and  yards ; 

Wages  to  inferior  officers  and  worktnen  in  his  Majesty's  ■ 
several  dock-yards,  &;c.; 

Value  of  stores  and  materials  for  the  use  of  the  several 
rope-yards ; 

Wages  to  seamen,  calculated  upon  the  list  received  from 
the  Admiralty,  of  ships  to  be  employed  at  sea  in  the  course 
of  the  year; 

Value  of  provisions  to  be  purchased,  &c.,  &;c. 

These  are  enough  for  a  specimen  ;  the  further  distribu- 
tion of  the  heads  of  Naval  estimates  may  be  seen  in  the 
original  paper  itself  in  your  Journals.  Let  us  know  what 
we  are  doing.  What  is  it  that  you  cannot  compute  ?  Have 
you  not  made  provision  for  stores  and  materials  necessary 
to  careen,  repair,  and  refit  your  fleet  at  Halifax  1  Or,  if  that 
place  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Provincials,  have 
you  made  no  supplemental  provision  for  the  safety  of  the 
Navy,  at  the  distance  of  three  thousand  miles  ?  Let  us  have 
the  option,  whether  we  will  seek  our  safety  (more  frugally 
at  least)  by  a  timely  reconciliation  with  the  once  hospitable 
shore  of  America,  or  upon  the  dependance  of  some  wild 
estimates  of  Administration,  made  for  commissaries  and  con- 
tractors ;  or,  which  is  most  probable,  must  we  patiently  stand 
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by  the  consequences  of  their  total  neglect  of  every  prudent 
and  necessary  precaution  ? 

As  for  the  extraordinaries  of  the  land  service,  some  esti- 
mate may  likewise  be  made  of  them,  as  well  as  of  the  naval 
extraordinaries,  or  how  are  they  to  be  provided  for?  What 
else  is  to  guide  Administration  in  the  execution  of  their  own 
plan  ?  Does  not  General  Howe  inform  the  Administration, 
from  time  to  time,  what  necessaries  he  may  stand  in  need 
of?  His  general  letters  of  requisition,  during  the  last  cam- 
paign, are  now  lying  upon  tlie  table ;  and  the  noble  Lord 
has  told  us  that  the  Ministry  do,  from  time  to  time,  receive 
letters  of  more  explanatory  detail,  according  as  he  foresees 
such  or  such  necessary  services.  Look  at  the  bill  of  extras 
for  the  last  year ;  are  they  not  classed  rnethodically  into 
heads:  of  supply  to  the  forces  at  Boston,  at  Montreal,  Que- 
beck,  &;c.;  clothing  and  accoutrements,  forage,  live  stock, 
vegetables,  beer,  &.C.,  &.C.?  Have  you  calculated  any  of 
these,  to  reduce  them  within  some  estimable  compass  ?  Or  do 
you  merely  hold  out  your  measures  to  the  ruinous  profusion 
of  commissaries,  and  the  merciless  avidity  of  contractors  ? 

The  last  estimate  of  extraordinaries  that  I  apply  for  is 
from  the  Board  of  Ordnance.  Will  you  tell  us  that  they 
are  still  at  a  loss  for  their  computation  ?  Is  their  powder 
not  yet  shipped  ?  Are  their  guns  not  yet  cast  ?  Are  their 
scaling-ladders  not  yet  made  ?  Are  their  baggage-wagons 
not  yet  built?  Give  us  the  best  account  you  have,  if  it  be 
but  an  estimate  of  the  wagons  which  were  reviewed  the 
other  day  by  the  Master-General  of  the  Ordnance,  in  Port- 
man-Sqiutre. 

You  may  give  plain  and  direct  answers  to  these  inquiries, 
if  you  mean  well.  It  is  not  a  captious  or  perplexing  estimate 
that  I  ask  for,  to  an  ounce  of  powder,  or  a  gun-lock,  or  a 
handspike  ;  I  speak  upon  the  scale  of  millions.  You  either 
cannot  give  these  estimates,  or  you  will  not.  If  you  will 
not,  speak  out,  that  we  may  know  what  we  have  to  depend 
upon.  If  you  acknowledge  that  you  cannot,  then  will  you 
dare  to  undertake  the  conduct  of  that  war  of  which  you 
confess  your  own  inability  to  form  even  an  idea  or  an  esti- 
mate ?  Will  this  House,  will  the  publick  at  large,  commit 
a  proposed  armament  of  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  thousand  men, 
with  a  hundred  ships  of  force,  at  the  distance  of  three  thou- 
sand miles,  and  upon  a  line  of  action  of  fifteen  hundred, 
with  the  national  honour  at  stake,  to  the  hands  of  those 
men  who  profess  their  inability  to  form  any  estimate  but 
for  the  emolument  of  commissaries  and  contractors  ? 

If  the  Minister  will  condescend  to  lay  the  true  state  of 
the  nation  fully  before  Parliament,  the  question  will  then  be 
fairly  before  this  House  and  the  publick,  whether  they  will, 
with  their  eyes  open,  enter  into  a  civil  war,  which  in  any 
event  must  feed  upon,  and  exhaust  every  vital  source  of 
this  country,  at  the  certain  expense  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  • 
for  this  year?  Whether  they  will  double  that  expense  in 
the  next  campaign  ?  And  whether  they  will,  in  a  third 
year,  commit  themselves,  helpless,  exhausted,  and  defence- 
less, to  the  mercy  of  France  or  Spain,  and  of  every  Power 
in  Europe  that  can  build  its  future  prosperity  upon  our  ruin? 
Have  we  forgot  that  it  was  the  discontent  of  taxes  and  an- 
ticipations in  the  last  war  that  brought  us  down,  when  in 
the  full  career  of  victory  over  the  hereditary  enemies  of  this 
country,  to  become  the  humble  suitors  of  a  timid  peace  ? 
That  it  was  this  want  of  forecast  in  the  day  of  our  then 
prosperity,  which  has  entailed  upon  us  that  load  of  millions 
which  both  then  and  since  have  severely  served  to  quicken 
the  sense  of  humiliating  restitutions,  and  the  regret  of  vic- 
tories wantonly  thrown  away  ?  Then  let  us  be  wiser  now. 
The  estimates  that  I  call  for  are  not  only  in  the  highest 
degree  necessary,  but  perfectly  practicable.  To  tell  us, 
that  the  precedent  from  which  I  take  my  example,  of  the 
naval  estimates  delivered  in  1772,  was  in  the  time  of  peace, 
is  only  saying  that  it  was  less  necessary  then  than  it  is  now. 
My  only  reason  for  making  this  motion  now  is,  because  we 
are  not  at  peace.  Nor  can  the  wisest  of  us  all  foresee  the 
day,  if  you  proceed  a  single  step  farther  in  these  fatal  mea- 
sures, when  this  country  may  return  to  peace  again. 

I  have  now  explained  to  the  House  the  substance  and 
view  of  my  motions  for  estimates,  which  I  fear  will  not  be 
complied  with,  as  I  see  no  token  of  consent,  or  of  any  dis- 
position on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  to  depart  from  their 
customary  secrecy  and  silence.  If  the  noble  Lord,  with 
his  better  lights  and  superior  abilities,  will  lay  before  us  the 
proper  estirnates  and  information,  my  end  will  be  answered. 


If  not,  I  can  only  offer  to  the  House  (what  I  could  not  offer 
to  them  as  an  object  of  any  attention  but  at  a  dead  lift)  my 
poor  services  to  hunt  out  these  matters  of  inquiry,  upon  such 
lights  as  are  not  confined  within  the  pale  of  official  depart- 
ments. 

The  whole  extent  of  my  proposition  is  this :  either  that 
the  noble  Lord  would  lay  before  this  House  the  best  evU 
dence  and  information  upon  the  case,  by  authentick  esti- 
mates ;  or  that  he  will  allow  me  to  offer  my  conjectural 
estimates,  as  a  ground  for  the  House  to  come  to  some  safe 
opinion  upon  ;  or  that  he  will  give  himself  the  trouble  to 
point  out  in  what  parts  he  may  think  them  materially  erro- 
neous. 

Having  no  wish  to  misrepresent,  and  hardly  room  to  exag- 
gerate, I  commit  myself  freely  to  the  candour  of  the  House, 
in  the  investigation  of  those  necessary  points  of  information, 
in  which  we  are  not  likely  to  receive  any  Assistance  from 
more  authentick  estimates.  I  will  endeavour  to  be  as  dis- 
tinct and  methodical  as  I  can,  at  the  same  time  trusting 
that  the  noble  Lord  will  not  cavil  with  me  for  little  matters. 
Points  of  minute  accuracy  may  be  reserved  for  some  other 
day.  A  few  thousands  more  or  less  make  no  difference  in 
my  argument;  I  speak  upon  the  scale  of  millions. 

To  bring  the  whole  question  into  one  point  of  view,  we 
should  state  the  following  particulars  : 
1st.  The  sums  already  voted  upon  estimate  for 

the  present  year, £6,157,000 

2dly.  The  sum  remaining  to  vote  upon  esti- 
mate, computed  at  .---.-.  750,000 
3dly.  The  probable  excess  of  the  expenses  of 
the  Navy,  Army,  and  Ordnance,  over  and 
above  the  provisions  already  made,  compu- 
ted at     5,300,000 

These  three  sums  will  make  the  total  of  the 

expense  of  1776, 12,207,000 

To  which  we  must  add  : — 
4thly.  The  amount  of  the  present  outstand- 
ing debts,  viz ; 
Navy  debt  on  31st  Dec.  1775,  £2,698,000 

Exchequer  bills, 1,250,000 

Civil  list  debt,  as  stated  by  Lord 

Stair, -     -      800,000 

4,748,000 

Making  a  gross  total  of 16,955,000 

Deducting  from  this  total — 

5thly.  One  year's  produce  of  the  ordinary  re- 
venue, computed  at-------     4,950,000 

The  remainder  unprovided  for  will  then  be     £12,005,000 

If  the  expense  of  the  extraordinaries  should  exceed  the 
proportion  above  stated,  of  which  I  can  have  no  doubt,  il 
this  armament  goes  on  according  to  its  present  train,  just  in 
the  same  proportion  will  this  last  unprovided  sum  of  twelve 
millions  five  thousand  pounds  be  increased.  To  avoid  the 
least  imputation  of  aggravating  matters,  I  have  stated  the 
extras  of  the  three  services  at  no  more  than  five  millions 
three  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  and  I  desire  that  it  may  be 
remembered  that  this  was  my  reason :  We  may  compute 
the  least  possible  sum,  but  the  greatest  possible  amount  is 
incomputable.  I  will  not  venture  to  say  what  that  may  be. 
This  is  the  true  state  of  the  question  in  one  view,  without 
aggravation  or  colouring.  Upon  the  balance  of  this  year 
there  will  remain  unprovided  for,  the  sum  of  twelve  millions, 
or  perhaps  a  great  deal  more. 

I  will  now  enter,  as  shortly  as  I  can,  into  the  detail,  to 
justify  the  estimates  of  the  several  articles  as  I  offer  them 
to  the  House;  always  remembering,  as  I  said  before,  that  1 
speak  upon  the  scale  of  millions.  The  twelve  millions, 
which  1  state  as  remaining  unprovided  for,  may  be  fifteen 
millions ;  or,  if  it  should  possibly  prove  no  more  than  ten 
millions,  though  the  latitude  seems  very  great,  yet,  m  my 
opinion,  the  argument  is  not  altered  ;  for  I  hope  that  neither 
this  House,  nor  the  publick  at  large,  being  apprized,  and  m 
their  sober  senses,  would  be  reconciled  to  saddle  themselves 
at  the  end  of  this  year  with  an  unprovided  sum  often  mil- 
lions, for  a  mere  possible  pittance  of  revenue  from  Amaica, 
to  be  balanced  by  the  certain  destruction  of  national  com- 
merce, and  even  that  poor  possible  pittance  requiring  to  be 
collected  and  maintained  by  a  perpetual  standing  force  and 
civil  war. 
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But  to  return  to  tlie  articles  of  my  estimate. 
The  first  article  is  the  amount  of  the  sums 

already  voted,  being  me^fly  a  summation 

of  the  articles  as  standing  upon  the  votes,  £6,157,000 
The  second  article  of  estimates  remaining  to 

vote,  stated  at 750,000 

I  explain  thus — 
Militia  to  be  embodied,  -     -     -     £500,000 
Sundry  services,  -----        250,000 

Total,     -     -     -        750,000 

As  for  the  estimate  of  the  Militia,  I  have  taken  it  from 
your  Journals  during  the  late  war.  I  do  not  know  that  it 
will  be  voted  at  all  this  year ;  but  that  it  seems  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  the  Ministry  will  not  leave  us  unguarded  at 
home,  and  because  a  sjK-cial  act  has  been  passed  tiiis  season 
to  enable  the  King  to  do  it.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
I  should  know  whether  the  whole  is  limply  to  be  called  out, 
or  only  part,  or  what  part  or  proportion  ;  for  I  verily  believe 
the  Ministry  do  not  know  themselves.  As  to  the  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  pounds  for  sundry  services,  I  include 
some  estimates  already  lying  upon  the  table  unprovided  for: 
the  deficiency  of  the  funds  of  1758 — possibly  some  defi- 
ciency of  the  grants  of  last  year — possibly  some  coinage 
expenses — the  re-building  of  Somerset  House,  &ic.,  he. 

So  much  for  the  first  and  second  articles ;  the  third  is  that 
which  requires  the  most  discussion. 

The  total  of  the  third  article,  being  -     -       £5,300,000 

I  divide  thus — 
Naval  extras,     -     -    -    -  £2,500,000 
■   Army  extras,     -     -     -     -      2,500,000 
Ordnance  extras,    -     -     -         300,000 

Total,      -     -     5,300,000 

As  for  the  Naval  extras,  the  single  article  of  transport- 
service  and  victualling  will  go  deep  into  two  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds.  There  is  an  estimate  which  I 
have  seen  in  print,  drawn  up  by  an  experienced  and  able 
hand,  of  all  the  necessary  attendances  upon  an  army  of 
thirty  thousand  men ;  in  that  estimate  the  necessary  trans- 
ports are  stated  at  two  hundred  thousand  tons.  Then 
compute  two  hundred  thousand  tons  at  eleven  shillings  per 
ton  per  month  or  more,  and  add  the  victualling  estimates — 
that  is  enough  for  the  first  article  towards  the  two  millions 
five  hundred  thousand  pounds.  The  next  article  is  beyond 
my  power  to  specify;  but  I  think  I  may  venture  to  assume, 
that  the  present  armament  of  one  hundred  ships  of  force  in 
Amej-ica  cannot  possibly  be  manned  without  ten  or  fifteen 
thousand  men  more  than  the  number  of  men  as  yet  voted. 
Your  seamen,  exclusive  of  marines,  which  are  chiefly  used 
as  land  forces,  and  many  of  them  now  shut  up  in  Boston, 
amount  to  but  little  more  than  eighteen  thousand.  Your 
American  armament  singly  would  require  that  number. 
Your  foreign  stations  cannot  be  stripped.  Tlie  East-Indies, 
the  West  Indies,  the  Mediterranean,  Newfoundland,  your 
home  guard,  many  convoys  that  will  soon  be  applied  for,  (I 
have  myself  applied  for  one  convoy  already,)  ought  to  be 
supplied  with  as  many  more.  Calculate  the  seamen,  with 
their  bounty-money  or  press-money,  and  their  ordinary  rate 
of  expense  ;  then  add,  stores  consumed  and  destroyed,  pro- 
visions for  ships  in  sea-service,  interest  running  on  upon 
navy  bills,  old  arrears  coming  to  light,  with  an  endless  cata- 
logue of  never-failing  items,  and  I  think  I  shall  have  outgone 
my  stint  of  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  pounds. 

Comparing  these  considerations  with  the  amount  of  the 
total  naval  expense  of  the  early  yeai-s  of  the  late  war,  (1757 
and  1758,)  the  result  is  to  the  same  conclusion  ;  therefore  I 
shall  pass  on  to  the  second  sum  of  two  millions  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds,  calculated  for  Army  extras.  If  I  could 
form  any  guess  of  the  price  of  a  bushel  of  wheat,  or  of  a 
sack  of  oats,  transported  by  force  of  arms  from  Bear-Key 
to  Ticonderoga  or  Crown-Point,  I  might  hope  to  make 
some  impression  upon  this  estimate.  It  must  put  to  scorn 
all  estimates  from  German  extraordinaries  ;  and  yet  the  ex- 
traordinaries  for  several  years  of  the  late  war,  for  forage  and 
provisions,  amounted  to  four  or  five  millions  per  annum. 
The  petty  extraordinaries  of  a  few  men,  circumscribed  within 
the  peninsula  of  Boston  for  a  few  months,  has  amount- 
ed by  the  accounts  of  the  last  year,  to  an  enormous  sum ; 
then,  what  estimate  shall  we  form  for  a  twelvemonth's  pro- 
vision and  forage  for  an  army  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand 


men,  at  the  distance  of  three  thousand  miles  from  home, 
besieging  and  besieged,  spread,  or  at  least  expecting  to  be 
spread,  over  that  immense  continent,  but  without  one  hospi- 
table acre  to  afford  them.sustenance !  It  is  out  of  my  bounds 
to  undertake  the  calculation.  If  I  have  not  overrated  the 
total,  it  is  enough  for  my  argument;  and  I  fear,  when  the 
bill  comes  to  be  paid,  it  will  be  more  than  enough  for  us 
all.  As  to  the  office  of  Ordnance,  one  word  will  settle  that 
account.  Their  usual  stint,  during  the  last  war.  for  extras, 
was  three  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year.  In  the  year 
1775,  they  got  up  to  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  thou- 
sand pounds  for  extras ;  and  I  dare  believe  that  their  in- 
dustiy  will  not  be  backwark  to  support  the  good  old  custom 
of  a  round  sum  for  unaccounted  extras. 

Having,  as  I  hope,  verified  my  estimate  for  the  extras, 
and  clearly  having  not  overrated  them,  I  am  returned  to 
my  first  total  of  the  expenses  of  1776,  as  stated  above 

at £12,207,000 

The  amount  of  the  present  outstanding  debt 

as  already  explained,    ------         4,748,000 

The  total  of  the  supply  of  1776,  added  to 

the  debts  outstanding,  amounts,  as  before 

stated,  to 16,955,000 

As  for  the  amount  of  the  ordinary  revenue, 

there  cannot  be  much  dispute. 
A  four  shilling  land-tax,  and  the  malt  duty, 

yield  net  about 2,250,000 

The  sinking  fund,  upon  an  average  of  five 

years,  somewhat  less  than  -----         2,700,000 

Total, 4,950,000 

The  remainder,  therefore,  unprovided  for, 

will  be,  as  I  stated  it  before,   -     -     -     -    £12,005,000 

But  that  I  may  not  seem  to  exaggerate,  I  do  not  state 
that  it  is  indispensable  to  provide  for  the  whole  of  the 
twelve  millions,  because  I  know  it  has  been  customary, 
though  not  commendable,  to  suffer  an  outstanding  debt  of 
two  or  three  millions.  And  to  be  perfectly  explicit,  I  wish 
to  state  the  precise  sum  which  will  be  necessary  before  the 
end  of  this  very  year,  to  place  us  in  the  same  condition  as  we 
were  before  the  American  war.  I  think  it  very  fair  to  taka 
my  line,  from  the  noble  Lord's  own  conduct  respecting  the 
outstanding  debt.  In  his  administration,  the  Navy  debt  has 
been  reduced  as  low  as  one  million  eighty-two  thousand 
pounds,  and  the  Exchequer  bills  to  one  million.  I  shall 
therefore  on  this  head  throw  in  another  million,  and  strike 
off  three  millions  from  my  last  total  of  twelve  millions. 
The  noble  Lord's  own  conduct  marks  what  even  a  Minister 
thinks  to  be  the  reasonable  line  of  indulgence,  and  justifies 
me  in  saying,  that  the  least  sum  to  be  raised,  which  can  be 
sufficient  to  restore  this  country  to  that  degree  of  ease  and 
affluence  (such  as  it  was)  which  we  enjoyed  before  this 
American  war,  must  be  nine  millions.  I  make  no  demands 
of  impracticable  austerity,  with  any  view  to  aggravate  ;  but 
I  state  the  simple  and  certain  difference,  such  as  it  will  be 
at  the  end  of  this  campaign,  with  the  situation  in  which  a 
commendable  attention  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  early  parts 
of  his  Ministry  had  once  placed  us.  I  call  it  the  certain 
difference  of  nine  millions,  because  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  extras,  as  estimated  at  five  millions  three  hundred 
thousand  pounds,  must  be  much  below  the  mark;  if  so,  the 
result  of  the  whole  is  this,  that  the  nation  must  be  pre- 
pared to  support  the  burden  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  at  the 
end  of  this  year  for  the  American  war. 

I  have  often  stated  these  mattei3  to  the  noble  Lord  in  this 
House,  without  any  correction  from  him  as  having  overrated 
them.  I  told  the  country  gentlemen,  both  last  year  and  this 
year,  that  they  must  take  their  leave  of  a  three  shillings  land- 
tax  ;  the  fourth  is  mortgaged  in  perpetuity.  If  you  are  al- 
ready ten  or  twelve  millions  deep,  where  will  you  be  in  the 
next  year,  and  the  next  ?  And  what  taxes  or  funds  are  you 
provided  with,  or  can  you  find  ?  A  noble  person  [the  Earl 
of  Stair^  has  given  us  a  very  accurate  state  of  the  publick 
revenue,  and  has  sliown  that  the  annual  surplus,  even  of  a 
four  shillings  establishment,  is  but  about  five  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  a  year :  how  is  this  pittance  to  clear  off  a  debt 
of  ten  millions  ?  or,  if  you  go  on  with  these  destructive  mea- 
sures, perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  millions  ?  Take  off  the  fourth 
shilling,  and  you  will  find  the  remainder  barely  equal  to  your 
peace  establishment ;  therefore  the  fourth  shilling  upon  land 
is  all  that  you  have  left  to  clear  your  debts,  or  provide  for 
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future  contingencies,  till  the  landed  gentlemen  shall  consent 
to  give  six  shillings  in  the  pound. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  draw  up  my  motions,  argumenta- 
tively  dependant  upon  each  other,  in  die  manner  and  order 
that  I  have  opened  them,  viz:  The  services  of  1776;  the 
debts  outstanding  ;  tiie  ordinary  ways  and  means  ;  and  the 
deficiency  unprovided  for ;  that  they  may  stand  upon  your 
Journals  as  a  caveat,  at  least,  entered  before  these  fatal 
measures  are  irretrievable.  But  as  I  do  not  mean  to  throw 
out  any  false  colouring,  either  to  the  House  or  to  the  pub- 
lick,  by  the  means  of  your  votes,  and  as  one  of  my  resolu- 
tions contains  a  recital  of  the  total  Navy  debt,  lest,  therefore, 
it  should  appear  that  I  made  a  demand  for  the  payment  of 
the  whole,  1  shall  offer  to  the  House  a  subsequent  resolution, 
explaining  what  proportion  of  the  Navy  debt  I  do  think  it 
necessary  to  have  discharged  for  the  better  security  of  pub- 
lick  credit,  viz:  The  Navy  bills  outstanding, or  at  least  such 
part  as  now  carry  interest  at  four  per  cent.,  amounting  to 
about  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  pounds,  (exclusive 
of  interest,)  as  appeai-s  by  a  paper  laid  this  day  upon  your 
table  at  my  request.  The  paper  is  intituled  "  An  Account 
of  Navy,  Victualling  and  Transport  Bills  outstanding  on  the 
29th  oi  February,  1776." 

The  reasons  which  induce  me  to  offer  this  measure  to  the 
House  are,  in  my  poor  opinion,  of  some  importance.  If  you 
look  at  your  Navy  debt,  or  upon  the  paper  just  now  presented, ' 
you  will  see  that  there  are  more  bills  of  credit  now  outstand- 
ing than  in  any  year  for  the  first  five  years  of  the  late  war, 
when  we  had  the  greatest  Powers  in  Europe  to  contend 
with.  What  description  of  mine,  or  even  what  possible 
exaggeration,  could  paint  the  present  state  of  this  country 
in  more  alarming  colours !  At  the  very  outset  of  this  war 
we  are  driven  to  the  same  shifts,  which  we  were  not  driven 
to  in  the  late  war  till  we  had  attained  every  object  of  it,  and 
till,  by  the  vigorous  exertion  of  a  great  Minister,  we  had 
girt  the  globe  with  conquest.  When  every  nerve  had  been 
so  long  strained,  and  so  successfully,  something  might  then 
have  been  said  for  slackening  the  springs,  and  eking  out 
with  expedients ;  but  to  begin  with  secret  shifts  and  hazard- 
ous expedients,  what  is  that  but  confessing  to  a  certainty 
that  you  foresee  the  enormity  of  the  expense ;  that  you 
take  every  means  of  concealing  it  from  the  publick  eye ; 
that  you  know  and  feel  the  inability  of  your. country  to 
support  a  civil  war,  which  will  destroy  every  source  of  its 
strength  and  power ;  but  that  you  are  secredy  and  treacher- 
ously meditating  to  lead  us  on,  confiding,  as  we  are,  unin- 
formed and  unsuspecting  as  you  would  have  us  to  be,  step 
by  step,  to  ruin  ? 

The  publick  have  been  alarmed,  and  perhaps  not  without 
reason,  upon  some  supposed  measures  of  the  Bank  with  re- 
spect to  Navy  bills.  Whenever  there  are  mysteries  in  mat- 
ters of  importance,  suspicion  is  justifiable.  Immediately  after 
the  Navy  debt  was  moved  for  in  Parliament,  it  was  announced 
that  the  Bank  had  stopped  their  hands  in  buying  up  Navy 
bills,  and  they  fell  to  a  double  discount.  It  was  the  calling 
for  the  Navy  debt  that  first  brought  to  light  the  total  amount 
of  the  outstanding  bills,  which,  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1775,  was  greater  than  in  any  of  the  first  five  years  of  the 
late  war.  The  publick  concluded  very  naturally  that  there 
was  some  secret  understanding  between  the  Ministry  and 
the  Bank  upon  this  subject.  Doubtless  buying  up  the  Navy 
bills  by  the  Bank  was  a  voluntary  act  of  their  own,  even  if  it 
were  concerted  with  the  Ministry ;  but  still  the  circumstances, 
taken  altogether,  appear  suspicious.  Why  should  the  Bank 
have  prevented  themselves,  as  they  seem  to  have  done,  from 
purchasing  Navy  bills  at  the  double  discount?  For  the 
moment  they  left  off  buying,  the  discount  became  double. 
Why  should  they  even  seem  to  be  assisting  to  Government 
in  their  system  of  contracting  debts  secretly  and  underhand  ? 
This  is  tender  ground.  It  was  not  originally  any  suspicion 
of  mine  ;  but  I  confess  I  took  it  from  a  paper  circulated,  and 
which  I  believe  was  sent  to  most  members  of  this  House, 
stating  that  the  Bank  had  advanced  above  eight  millions  to 
the  Treasury,  upon  distant  funds,  out  of  the  reach  of  cir- 
culation, to  the  great  risk  of  publick  credit.  If  that  be  so, 
I  still  think,  as  I  did  when  it  was  first  suggested  to  me,  that 
it  is  a  most  dangerous  system.  Its  tendency  is  to  convert 
the  Bank  of  England  into  a  Ministerial  engine  of  State ;  and 
the  danger  nothing  less  than  making  the  executive  power 
independent  on  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  Parliament  for 
money.   May  not  twenty-four  directors,  in  some  future  time, 


be  prevailed  upon  materially  to  sacrifice  the  interest  of  the 
proprietors  at  large  to  serve  a  Minister?  Even  in  tlie  case 
just  mentioned,  it  was  a  fortunate  incident  for  the  Ministry 
that,  just  at  a  time  when  it  was  tiieir  object  to  get  what  ad- 
vance of  money  they  could  in  secret,  the  Bank  should  seem 
studious  to  take  up  their  Navy  bills  at  half  the  discount  to 
which  they  fell  upon  the  very  day  on  which  they  ceased  to 
purchase.  1  repeat  it  again,  this  is  tender  ground ;  more  so 
than  is  generally  imagined. 

I  believe  no  one  can  doubt  the  responsibility  of  the  Bank 
of  England;  but  any  bank,  whether  publick  or  private,  may 
be  broken,  notwithstanding  a  very  certain  final  responsibility 
of  paying  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound,  and  even  a  great 
surplus  remaining.  It  is  a  ready  responsibility  that  must 
support  any  bank  at  a  pinch ;  distant  funds,  out  of  reach, 
will  not  give  support  against  a  sudden  alarm  and  run.  Any 
indiscretion  of  the  bank  in  advancing  large  sums  upon  very 
distant  funds  may  be  extremely  hazardous  to  themselves,  and 
to  every  shop  which,  by  habit  and  gradual  custom,  considers 
bank  notes  to  be  as  good  as  coin.  They  are  all  upon  one 
bottom.  I  have  not  all  the  alarms  about  paper  credit  that 
some  gentlemen  have,  particularly  not  about  bank  paper; 
but  still  I  think  it  a  point  of  material  prudence  that  the 
Bank  should  not  be  too  free  in  advancing  millions  upon 
very  remote  funds.  This  is  a  very  important  point.  I  hope 
I  have  touched  it  tenderly.  I  think  I  need  say  no  more  in 
support  of  my  last  motion,  for  making  a  satisfactory  provision 
for  the  outstanding  Navy  bills. 

I  will  now  state  my  motions  as  they  follow  each  other, 
argumentatively,  in  order: — 

That  it  appears  to  this  House,  That  the  Supplies  already 
voted  in  this  session  amount  (exclusive  of  several  other 
services  as  yet  unprovided  for,)  to  the  sum  (or  there- 
abouts) of £6,157,000 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  That  the 
expense  of  the  Navy  for  the  year  1776  may 
probably  exceed  the  provisions  hitherto  made 
by  Parliament,  to  the  amount  of      -     -     -     2,500,000 
That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  That  the 
Extraordinaries  of  the  Land  Forces  for  one 
year  from  March  9,  1776,  may  probably 
amount  to  the  sum  of       ......     2,500,000. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  That  the 
expenses  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance  for  land 
service  for  1776  may  probably  exceed  the 
provisions  hitherto  made  in  this  session,  by 

the  sum  of 300,000 

That  it  appears  to  this  House,  That  there  are 
Exchequer  Bills  outstanding,  charged  upon 
the  first  aids  of  this  session,  to  the  amount, 
in  principal  money,  of       ...---     1,250,000 
That  it  appears  to  this  House,  That  the  Navy 
Debt,  on  the  31st  of  December  last,  amount- 
ed to  the  sum  (or  thereabouts)  of     -     -     -     2,698,000 
That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  That,  for 
the  better  security  of  publick  credit,  it  would 
be  proper  to  provide  for  the  Navy,  Victual- 
ling, and  Transport  Bills,  outstanding  on 
the  29ih  of  February,  1776,  amounting  to 
the  principal  sum  o/ £2,308,000,  or  there- 
abouts, (exclusive  of  interest  already  due,)  or 
at  least  for  such  part  of  the  said  Bills  as  do 
at  present  carry  interest  at  four  per  cent. 
I  have  now  stated  all  that  I  have  to  offer  on  the  subject 
of  the  present  state  of  the  nation,  and  its  revenue,  which  I 
address  specially  to  the  noble  Lord  who  is  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.     It  is  not  the  first  time  that  I  have  addressed 
him  upon  that  subject,  and  to  this  very  effect.    I  have  done  it 
many  times  in  this  session,  both  before  and  since  Christmas ; 
but  he  has  always  confined  himself  to  general  terms.     No 
repeated  applications  have  been  able  to  extort  anything 
explicit  from  him.     How  can  the  noble  Lord  justify  such 
secrecy  and  silence,  and  backwardness  to  communicate  in- 
formation to  this  House  at  this  important  crisis  ?     It  is  the 
duty  of  his  office  to  be  active  and  vigilant,  and  forward  to 
apprize  this  House  in  time,  of  every  important  circumstance, 
and  not  to  leave  the  burden  upon  private  and  uninformed 
members  of  dragging  every  unwilling  estimate  into  day-light. 
Why  will  he  not  cultivate  the  confidence  of  the  House  by 
fair  and  open  dealing?     What  interest  can  the  noble  Lord 
have  in  keeping  us  in  a  state  of  deception  ?     Is  he  afraid, 
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that  if  tho  whole  truth  were  laid  before  us,  this  House  and 
llic  publick  would  be  less  sanguine  in  the  pix)secuiiou  of  the 
American  war  ?  1  remeiuber  the  day  when  the  noble  Lord 
told  us,  that  others  were  more  sanguine  and  impatient  than 
himself.  What  are  we  to  think  of  this  inconsistence,  that 
he  should  suffer  himself  to  be  driven  to  every  sanguinary 
measure,  contrary  to  his  own  better  judgment  ?  He  pro- 
fesses the  most  earnest  desire  for  peace,  but  submits  to  and 
supports  every  measure  and  principle  of  the  most  sanguinary 
kind.  In  the  very  beginning  of  this  session  he  exclaiiiied 
with  the  most  apparent  earnestness  and  sincerity,  would  to 
God  that  all  things  were  as  they  were  in  1763 !  He  ex- 
pressly declared  his  readiness  to  dispense  with  taxation ;  he 
has  even  proposed  terms  with  America,  (such  as  they  are,) 
which  at  least  proves  that  he  does  not  maintain  the  doctrine 
of  unconditional  submission ;  the  next  day,  perhaps,  he  is 
taken  to  task,  and  insulted  publickly  before  us  all,  lor  his 
indolence  and  inactivity ;  then  again  lie  resumes  his  taxation 
and  compulsory  revenue.  He  submits  to  be  the  mere  instru- 
ment of  carrying  through  this  House  every  merciless  and 
vindictive  act  that  is  suggested  to  him ;  and  very  placidly 
acquiesces  with  the  noble  Lord  lately  advanced  to  the  head 
of  the  American  Department,  who  declares,  in  the  most  per- 
emptory tone,  that  he  will  reduce  America  to  unconditional 
.submission  with  fire  and  sword. 

The  place  of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  usually  been 
considered  as  the  post  of  Minister ;  but  whether  it  be  from 
indolence  or  indisposition  to  the  service,  we  know  not ;  cer- 
tain, however,  it  is,  that  the  present  noble  Lord  in  that  office 
suffers  himself  to  be  controlled  and  supereeded,  at  least  in 
American  measures.  A  Secretary  of  State  for  the  American 
Department  is  introduced  to  give  vigour  to  sanguinary  mea- 
.sures,*to  counteract  the  moi-e  pacifick  disposition  of  the  appa- 
rent Minister,  lest  the  House  should  catch  the  relenting  mood, 
which  in  truth  they  appear  very  well  disposed  to,  whenever 
tlie  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  gives  the  least 
opening.  These  are  the  dispositions  which  all  his  friends 
(and  I  myself  am  not  without  my  partialities  to  him)  wish  to 
see  confirmed  into  steady  and  persevering  principles  of  action. 
Why  will  he  not  justify  the  favourable  opinion  of  his  friends, 
by  a  manly  adherence  to  the  line  of  lenient  justice  ?  If 
these  principles  are  not  merely  transitory  and  complexional  in 
him,  let  him  confirm  them  by  his  actions.  If  he  will  take  a 
decided  part  now,  according  to  his  professions,  and  not 
suffer  himself  to  be  overruled  by  some  secret  and  destructive 
influence,  he  may  give  peace  to  his  country  and  to  America. 
It  is  an  important  moment,  that  does  not  fall  to  every  man's 
lot.  A  manly  steadiness,  and  exertion  of  that  influence 
which  he  possesses,  may  rescue  his  country  from  all  the 
horrours  of  a  civil  war ;  and  when  I  have  said  thus  much 
to  him,  his  own  reflection  will  suggest  to  him,  that  the  man 
who  has  so  much  in  his  power,  and  neglects  the  exertion, 
either  through  indolence  or  any  private  or  personal  views, 
will  have  a  very  heavy  load  of  guilt  lying  at  his  door. 

However,  sir,  for  the  present,  and  with  respect  to  the 
materials  which  I  have  now  offered  to  the  House,  I  shall 
confine  my  address  to  the  noble  Lord  as  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  distinct  irom  the  efficient  and  responsible  Minis- 
ter of  the  American  war ;  a  distinction  which  perhaps  he 
may  not  be  displeased  with  at  present,  and  which  he  may 
find  it  very  material  to  be  able  hereafter  to  justify. 

I  now  submit  myself  to  the  noble  Lord's  comment  and 
correction,  if  I  have  fallen  into  any  material  error  in  my 
calculations ;  if  not,  I  will,  under  favour  of  the  House, 
reserve  myself  for  a  few  words  upon  the  general  subject  of 
the  American  civil  war,  which  it  is  the  sole  and  ultimate 
object  of  all  my  prayers  and  labours  to  avert. 

Lord  North  said,  the  honourable  gentleman  looked  for 
impossibilities  ;  he  could  not  divine  what  the  expense  of  the 
campaign  would  amount  to.  It  was  impossible  to  tell,  till  the 
expense  was  incurred  ;  and  in  some  instances  not  till  long 
after.  Such  accounts  as  were  brought  into  the  respective 
offices,  were  regularly  laid  before  the  House  and  that  was 
all  tl>a\  could  be  done.  He  was  against  the  motion,  because 
it  could  not  be  complied  with  ;  the  sums  might  be  right,  but 
the  House  had  no  documents  before  them  to  come  to  such 
a  vote. 

Hon.  James  Luttrell  supported  Mr.  Hartley's  motion  ; 
but  many  of  his  arguments  went  to  prove,  that  the  information 
required  by  Mr.  Hartky  would  be  very  insufficient,  if  Par- 
liament were  to  be  imposed  upon  by  such  mutilated  and 


garbled  estimates  as  were  then  laid  upon  the  table,  tending 
to  mislead,  rather  than  inform  the  House  ;  that  though  they 
were  so  very  artfully  and  intricately  drawn  up  that  it  would 
be  found  difficult  to  decypher  them,  it  was  indeed  unneces- 
sary to  attempt  it ;  for  he  would  undertake  to  prove  that 
they  were  replete  witii  fraud  and  imposition,  the  money  not 
having  appeared  to  bo  applied  to  the  several  purposes  for 
which  Parliament  had  granted  if,  that  the  practice  was  to 
raise  money  upon  false  pretences  ;  that  Parliament  had  voted 
sixty  thousand  pounds  for  the  express  purposes  of  repairing 
two  seventy-four-gun  ships  and  one  frigate,  not  a  shilling  of 
which  money  had  been  so  expended,  the  two  large  ships 
being  decayed  for  want  of  repair,  and  the  frigate  broken  up 
as  soon  as  the  money  was  asked  for.  He  then  proved  se- 
veral other  impositions  not  less  gross  ;  but  contended,  that 
the  large  supplies  granted  annually  by  Parliament  were  suf- 
ficient, with  good  management,  to  answer  all  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  Navy.  He  showed  that,  either  by  igno- 
rance or  fraud,  a  great  and  heavy  debt  was  incurred  ;  but 
said  he  was  sure  that  the  House  was  not  before  acquainted 
with  the  means  by  which  that  debt  was  contracted,  and  was 
persuaded  Government  could  only  trust  to  the  indolence  of 
Parliament,  and  the  insufficiency  of  the  estimates,  to  shelter 
themselves  from  that  resentment  such  impositions  on  the 
publick  and  insult  on  the  Commons  merited.  He  then 
stated'  that  more  than  half  a  million  of  money  had  been 
voted  for  naval  stores  since  1771,  exclusive  of  half  the  four 
pounds  per  man  for  each  month,  which  is  a  very  great  sup- 
ply towards  the  wear  and  tear ;  that  several  articles  in  the 
ordinary  estimates  have  increased  nearly  double  in  the  space 
of  a  few  years;  that  naval  stores  supplied  hy  America 
before  the  war,  had  of  late  years  fallen  one-third  in  their 
price ;  that  harbour  moorings  now  stand  Government  in 
£50,000  a  year,  which  a  few  years  ago  did  not  exceed 
£20,000,  though  they  are  not  so  frequently  shifted,  nor  at- 
tended with  the  same  expense  as  formerly  ;  that  £400,000 
had  been  granted  annually  towards  the  repairs  of  our  fleet, 
which  is  more  than  double  the  sum  voted  the  year  after  the 
war,  though  new  ships  had  replaced  many  of  the  old  ones  ; 
and  the  service  our  Navy  had  been  employed  in  during 
the  peace  could  not  occasion  the  necessity  of  frequent 
repairs.  He  then  stated  many  more  supplies,  sucli  as 
£264,795  for  improving  the  £400,000  towards  paying 
ofl'the  Navy  debt,  &ic. ;  but  which  way  all  these  sums  had 
really  been  applied,  he  contended,  could  not  be  traced  out 
by  means  of  the  estimates,  or  other  accounts  laid  before 
Parliament ;  certain  it  was,  however,  that  the  Navy  debt 
(reckoning  the  £400,000  granted  by  Parliament)  from  the 
31st  of  December,  1771,  to  the  31st  of  December,  1775, 
had  increased  from  £1,179,375  12s.  Hid.  to  £3,098,579 
Os.  ^d.  He  then  took  many  excej)tions  to  several  articles 
in  the  Navy  estimate  laid  before  Parliament,  such  as  the 
number  of  seamen  charged  more  than  had  been  voted,  a 
mutilated  account  of  £20.096  1 2s.  2d.,  as  the  whole  ex- 
pense that  appeared  for  building  King's  ships  in  contractors' 
yards,  when  £17,574  granted,  for  the  same  purpose,  had 
been  smuggled  into  another  estimate  the  same  year ;  that 
no  less  than  £91,524  9s.  lOd.  was  not  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  ingenuity  of  office,  but  by  a  supposition  of  the 
Navy  Boards,  that  there  might  be  more  provisions  on  board 
the  ships  than  last  year,  and  that  the  price  was  higher.  He 
concluded  by  insisting,  that  the  charge  of  £96,291  5s.  bd. 
for  victualling  land  forces,  ought  not  to  have  been  included 
in  the  Navy  debt ;  and  in  support  of  this  assertion,  as  well 
as  to  point  out  the  necessity  of  a  strict  Parliamentary  in- 
quiry into  the  many  impositions  he  had  alluded  to,  and  the 
remedy  necessary  to  be  applied,  he  desired  that  the  Clerk 
might  read  an  Address  from  the  Commons  to  the  Crown, 
on  Thursday,  May  31,  1711,  in  which  they  set  forth,  that 
it  is  their  privilege  to  adjust  the  proportion  of  the  money 
they  grant,  or  are,  for  the  sake  of  publick  credit,  bound  to 
pay ;  that  when  the  sums  are  slated  and  granted,  those 
through  whose  hands  the  disposition  of  them  passes,  are  not 
to  be  allowed  in  afiy  shape  to  alter  or  enlarge  them  ;  that 
when  uses  are  found  out,  such  as  were  neither  voted  nor 
addressed  for,  it  is  a  misapplication  of  the  publick  money  ; 
tlie  Commons  set  forth  the  abuse  of  diverting  several  sums 
issued  for  one  service,  and  transferring  them  to  other  pur- 
poses, for  which  they  were  not  intended ;  and  that  such 
practices  amount  to  attempts,  which  differ  very  little  from 
levying  money  without  the  consent  of  Parliament  at  all. 
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That  the  sum  of  £660,806  7s.  Id.,  cliarged  to  tlie  Navy 
debt,  has  been  paid  for  victualling  land  .forces  sent  to  the 
garrisons  of  Gibraltar,  &:c.,  for  which  no  deduction  appears 
to  be  made  from  the  pay  of  those  forces,  nor  any  part  of 
that  sum  reassigned  to  the  victualling ;  which  is  a  breach  of 
several  acts  of  Parliament.  And  the  Address,  setting  forth 
exact  similar  abuses  to  those  now  practised  towards  the 
Navy,  prays  that,  for  the  sake  of  her  Majesty's  honour  and 
for  the  publick  good,  she  will  be  pleased  to  remove  those 
persons  from  office  and  publick  trust,  who  have  been  found 
guilty  of  such  frauds,  and  that  they  may  be  prosecuted  by 
law  for  their  offences. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  seconded  Mr.  Hartley's  motion. 
He  desired  to  know  what  money  would  be  wanted,  that  the 
House  might  be  enabled  to  judge  fairly  of  the  expediency 
of  the  undertaking ;  and  entreated  that  Administration  would 
desist  from  their  shameful,  disingenuous  conduct  of  bringing 
in  their  accounts  by  picce-nieal,  recommending  to  them  to 
speak  out  like  men,  who  had  nothing  to  fear  or  conceal,  and 
were  ready  to  submit  the  measure  at  large,  with  all  its  con- 
sequences, to  the  eye  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Hartley.  Interested,  as  I  am,  not  to  incur  the  dis- 
pleasure or  slight  opinion  of  the  House,  which  must  have 
been  my  punishment  if  I  had  presumed  to  make  myself  so 
much  the  object  of  their  attention,  as  I  have  done  this  day, 
upon  frivolous,  crude,  unwarranted,  or  undigested  materials  ; 
I  now  address  them  with  more  confidence,  as  the  noble 
Lord  has  neither  denied,  nor  even  contested,  any  material 
fact  or  probable  calculation  which  I  have  offered  to  you. 
He  has  not  entered  much  into  detail ;  but  he  has  told  us  in 
general  terms,  that  the  expense  must  be  enormous  ;  that  no 
estimate  could  be  made  that  could  give  any  satisfaction  to 
Parliament,  (which  is  but  poor  encouragement  to  proceed  ;) 
that  it  has  not  been  usual  to  forecast,  or  to  provide  for  the 
actual  expenses  of  each  year  within  the  year,  but  that  it 
may  be  proper  to  provide  for  a  few  Navy  bills ;  and  though 
he  has  not  consented  to  have  authentick  estimates  laid  before 
the  House,  yet  he  has  given  a  full  confirmation  to  mine,  as 
not  being  exaggerated,  but  probably  much  underrated. 

Upon  this  warrant  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
I  will  now  apply  myself  to  another  noble  Lord,  lately  ad- 
vanced to  the  head  of  the  American  Department,  and 
who  is  therefore  to  be  considered  as  standing  in  the  place 
of  efficient  and  responsible  Minister  for  the  present  civil 
war.  As  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  his  measures 
have  been  vilified ;  his  plans  have  been  ridiculed ;  he  has 
been  publickly  reproached  in  this  House  with  indolence. 
The  other  noble  Lord,  who  is  not  of  a  disposition  to  be  dic- 
tated to,  is  now  brought  forward  to  restore  firmness  to  our 
counsels.  He  will  turn  over  a  new  leaf.  He  will  inspire 
new  vigour  in  this  civil  war.  His  principles  and  conduct 
have  always  been  consistent.  He  declares  uniformly  and 
repeatedly,  in  the  most  peremptory  tone,  that  he  will  never 
consent  to  any  treaty  with  tne  Colonies  whatsoever,  pre- 
vious to  unconditional  submission.  Let  this  noble  Lord  now 
look  at  the  work  that  he  has  undertaken,  and  the  support 
that  he  is  likely  to  receive  from  his  colleagues  in  office. 
Will  he  sit  patiently  in  his  place,  and  hear  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  admit  the  enormity  of  the  financial  provi- 
sions necessary,  yet  openly  declaring  in  the  House  that  he 
will  not  make  those  necessary  provisions  ? 

1  appeal  to  the  House,  if  the  noble  Lord  who  is  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  did  not  admit  my  estimates  of  the 
probable  expense  of  this  year  to  be  underrated,  at  the  same 
time  declaring  that  he  would  not  make  provision  for  them 
in  this  year's  account,  but  leave  them  to  time  and  chance  ; 
concluding  with  telling  us  that  it  might  be  proper  to  pro- 
vide for  a  few  Navy  hills. 

Would  the  great  Minister  of  the  late  war  have  patiently 
submitted  to  such  an  undisguised  declaration  ?  No ;  nor 
would  he,  under  those  conditions,  have  stood  responsible.  I 
do  not  mean  to  instigate  the  war — no  one  will  suspect  me 
of  that ;  but  I  apply  to  the  discretion  of  those  men  who 
have  undertaken.  Granted  that  they  can  still  think  it  may 
be  within  the  limits  of  possibility  to  make  a  conquest  of 
America,  (which  I  think  madness ;)  yet  without  concert, 
without  union,  without  seamen  ;  your  levies  not  raised,  your 
transports  not  hired,  your  embarkations  already  .two  months 
after  their  time,  and  still  not  in  forwardness  ;  your  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  starving  the  service ;  one  of  your 
Commanders  declaring  in  his  place  in  this  House,  for  him- 


self and  his  colleagues,  that  the  service  was  unsought ;  will 
not  Ministers  pause  for  a  moment?  Is  the  prospect  so  en- 
couraging, or  do  they  not  begin  to  suspect  that  they  have 
undertaken  more  than  they  can  accomplish,  at  leasi  in  the 
disunion  and  distraction  of  their  present  counsels  ?  It  is 
now  avowed,  that  we  are  too  late  to  expect  the  conquest  of 
America  in  this  campaign ;  that  point  has  slipped  already  ; 
set  down  leu  or  twelve  millions  more  for  that  sleepy  fit.  I 
apply  to  the  prudence  of  Ministers  whether,  in  the  present 
circumstances  at  least,  they  may  not  think  it  advisable  to 
relax  from  the  peremptory  terms  of  unconditional  submis- 
sion. 

The  whole  of  my  object  in  applying  to  you  this  day,  is 
to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  of  the  pub- 
lick, whether,  for  the  sake  of  justice,  and  upon  a  review  of 
the  state  of  the  nation,  and  of  all  the  consequences  which 
must  attend  this  fatal  war,  they  will  not  think  it  reasonable 
and  expedient  (if  diis  armament  must  proceed)  to  send,  at 
the  same  time,  a  solemn,  clear,  distinct,  and  unambiguous 
specification  of  just  and  honourable  terms  to  be  ofTered  to 
your  Colonies,  previous  to  any  further  acts  of  hostility.  I 
think  that  Parliament  owe  to  their  own  dignity,  and  to  the 
honour  of  the  kingdom  which  tliey  represent,  to  set  up  the 
standard  of  national  justice  upon  that  ground.  I  do  not 
take  it  as  a  simple  proposition,  either  of  concession  or  ac- 
commodation, but  of  indispensable  justice,  as  connected 
with  these  armaments  of  vengeance  which  you  are  prepar- 
ing. Let  it  be  avowed,  openly  and  unequivocally,  to  every 
member  of  the  Constitution,  that  the  British  Government 
knows  no  other  foundation,  and  acknowledges  no  other 
principle  for  its  title  and  demands,  but  the  compact  of 
rational  obedience  and  conditional  submission.  I  take  my 
line  from  the  Address  and  Petition  of  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  London,  lately  presented  to  the  Throne.  That 
Address  will  remain  to  the  latest  times  a  perpetual  testimony 
and  memorial  of  their  prudence  and  diligence  to  direct,  as 
far  as  their  influence  can  extend,  the  movements  of  Gov- 
ernment by  justice  and  reason,  and  of  their  earnestness  aid 
zeal  for  the  support  of  good  order  and  just  obedience,  as 
long  as  Government  will  abide  by  their  part  of  the  compact. 
No  people  can  be  bound  to  surrender  their  rights  and  liber- 
ties in  return  for  protection.  When  any  Government  make 
such  demands,  the  compact  is  void.  These  are  bold  and 
manly  principles.  They  are  the  pillars  of  our  own  Consti- 
tution. That  great  and  respectable  Corporation,  the  City 
of  London,  have  taken  a  decided  part  worthy  of  themselves. 
They  earnestly  implore  his  Majesty,  through  the  means  of 
Parliament,  to  assure  the  Colonies  that  they  shall  be  pro- 
tected in  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  upon  that  ground  to 
demand,  in  return,  rational  and  contented  obedience.  Let 
the  justice  of  the  Legislature  stand  vindicated  in  the  coi>- 
test,  and  they  offer  their  hands  and  hearts  to  support  you. 
In  a  confederate  State,  where  there  are  dependencies  and 
subordinations,  the  term  of  a  supreme  legislature  has  a  very 
intelligible  import ;  but  an  arbitrary  legislature  is  as  totally 
repugnant  to  every  principle  of  sound  and  just  government^ 
as  an  ari)itrary  Monarch.  Reason  is  the  law  to  legisla- 
tures, and  the  measure  of  obedience  to  subjects. 

Whatever  be  the  event  of  this  unhappy  civil  contest, 
the  City  of  London,  as  a  very  important  member  of  the 
state,  have  discharged  their  duty  with  prudence  and  firm- 
ness. They  have  not  presumed  to  dictate  the  terms ;  but, 
upon  the  most  liberal  principles,  they  have  suggested  that 
the  fundamentals  of  this  Government,  which  are  taxation 
by  Representatives,  and  security  of  Charters,  ought,  in  the 
spirit  of  justice,  to  be  confirmed  to  all  parts  of  the  British 
dominions.  I  think  that  it  now  remains  with  us,  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  branches  of  the  legislature,  to  fulfil 
our  parts.  If  we  neglect  this  step  of  justice  now,  the  future 
national  reproach  will  lie  at  our  door.  The  answer  which 
the  City  oi  London  have  received,  too  plainly  imports  un- 
conditional submission,  or  no  peace.  Whoever  has  advised 
that  answer,  and  still  takes  upon  himself  to  pei-sist  inflexibly 
in  these  principles,  has,  in  my  opinion,  taken  a  very  despe- 
rate responsibility  upon  himself. 

If  Ministers  have  no  regard  for  the  honour  and  justice  of 
their  country,  let  them  at  least  pause  for  one  moment;  and 
before  they  cut  off  all  retreat,  let  them  reflect  upon  their 
present  enterprise  and  future  responsibility.  And  first,  I 
apply  myself  to  the  wisdom  of  the  House  upon  the  argur 
ments  of  prudence,  which  the  present  state  of  the  nation,  as 
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I  have  endeavoured  to  lay  it  before  you,  seems  to  me  irre- 
sistibly to  suggest;  I  then  address  myself  to  the  noble 
Lord  at  the  head  of  the  American  Department,  to  remind 
him  of  his  own  responsibility,  and  I  make  my  tender  to  him 
of  the  proposition  of  conditional  terms,  as  arising  out  of  the 
Address  of  the  City  of  London  to  the  King.  1  have  drawn 
up  the  sentiments  of  that  Address,  in  the  form  of  an  Address 
from  the  House  to  the  King,  which  I  confess  a])pears  to  me 
most  indispensable,  and  which,  with  great  deference,  but 
most  earnestly,  I  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  The  substance  of  the  proposition  is,  to  put  the 
American  Colonies  upon  the  same  footing  of  taxation  that 
Ireland  is,  and  always  has  been ;  and  to  give  them  security 
for  Charters.  If  you  do  not  meditate  to  introduce  the  same 
innovations  into  the  mode  of  taxation  in  Ireland,  which 
you  have  attempted  in  America,  then  put  them  both  upon 
the  same  ground,  and  let  them  be  mutually  a  security  to 
each  other.  The  example  of  Ireland  is  entirely  pertinent 
to  the  case  of  the  Colonies  ;  your  Provinces  in  America 
have  always  hitherto  been  upon  the  same  footing  in  taxation 
as  Ireland.  Let  them  be  simply  replaced  as  they  were,  and 
then  the  principles  and  uniformity  of  your  Provincial  Gov- 
ernments in  all  your  dependencies  will  be  maintained.  Your 
Colonies,  in  their  late  humble  and  dutiful  Petition  to  the 
King,  have  implicitly  submitted  themselves  to  his  wisdom 
and  gracious  interposition,  to  prescribe  the  terms  of  peace. 
Then  let  these  terms  precede  your  acts  of  vengeance.  As- 
sure to  them  the  security  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and 
then  make  your  demand  of  submission. 

One  word,  sir,  of  apology  for  myself.  My  situation  is  at 
present  distressing  to  me.  I  have  so  often  troubled  you 
upon  the  subject  o{  America,  which  I  confess  engrosses  all 
my  thoughts,  that  I  do  not  know  how  to  trespass  upon  your 
patience  any  further,  especially  at  the  conclusion  of  an  in- 
tricate debate  upon  the  state  of  the  nation.  But  having  set 
before  you  on  the  one  side  the  very  alarming  though  real 
state  of  things,  if  I  do  not,  on  the  other  hand,  offer  to  you 
the  alternative  by  which  you  may  avert  the  calamities  im- 
pending upon  this  country,  my  work  will  be  incomplete, 
and  the  ultimate  object  of  it  will  be  frustrated.  Let  me 
entreat  you  to  open  the  door  to  reconciliation  and  peace, 
and  not  to  drive  them  from  you  while  they  are  yet  within 
your  reach.  With  the  permission  of  the  House,  I  will  read 
to  you  an  Address  to  the  King,  for  specifick  terms  of  peace 
to  be  offered  to  the  Colonies.  I  will  importune  you  no 
farther,  but  to  recommend  it  to  the  serious  consideration  of 
the  House — I  wish  I  might  add  to  their  adoption — that  it 
might  receive  the  weight  of  their  sanction  and  authority 
before  it  be  too  late.     It  is  as  follows : 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
setting  forth,  that  the  House,  having  taken  into  their  serious 
consideration  the  very  alarming  state  of  the  present  distur- 
bances in  America,  and  the  ruinous  prospect  thence  arising 
to  the  commerce  and  publick  credit  of  these  kingdoms,  and 
to  the  safety  of  all  his  Majesty's  dominions,  together  with 
the  enormous  debt,  deficiencies,  and  boundless  expense 
which  every  day  and  hour  accumulate  out  of  measure,  in 
this  destructive  and  exhausting  civil  war;  and  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's faithful  Commons,  being  most  anxious  to  provide  for 
the  peace,  prosperity,  and  security  of  all  his  Majesty's  do- 
minions, and  to  save  the  effusion  of  blood ;  and  thinking 
the  most  probable  means  of  restoring  peace  to  his  Majesty's 
subjects  in  America,  and  of  securing  their  constitutional 
dependance  on  Great  Britain,  would  be  to  empower  his 
Commissioner  or  Commissioners  to  offer  to  them  some  spe- 
cifick line  of  rational  obedience  instead  of  unconditional 
submission,  and  to  give  them  assurance  of  redress  to  all  their 
reasonable  complaints  of  grievances,  together  with  a  full 
security  of  all  their  constitutional  rights, — beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend to  his  Majesty  to  give  instruction  to  his  Commissioner 
or  Commissioners  to  issue  a  Proclamation  in  his  Majesty's 
name,  declaring  that  his  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America 
shall  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  of  giving  and  granting 
their  own  money  by  their  own  Representatives,  as  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  Ireland  are,  and  always  have  been ;  and 
that  all  Chartere  which  have  at  any  time  been  granted  to 
any  of  the  said  Colonies  by  his  Majesty,  or  any  of  his  pre- 
decessors, shall  be  confirmed  and  secured  to  them  ;  and  to 
assure  his  Majesty  that  this  House  will  give  his  Majesty 
every  possible  assistance  to  put  such  assurances  into  full 
effect  and  execution." 


A  negative  was  put  upon  all  the  motions,  except  the  last, 
(distinguished  by  Italicks  in  page  350,)  ujMn  which  Lord 
}ilorth  put  the  previous  question.     There  was  no  division. 


HOnSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  2,  1 776. 

The  Lord  North  acquainted  the  House  that  he  had  a 
Message  from  his  Majesty  to  this  House,  signed  by  his  Ma- 
jesty ;  and  he  presented  the  same  to  the  House ;  and  it  was 
read  by  Mr.  Speaker,  (all  the  members  of  the  House  being 
uncovered,)  and  is  as  followeth,  viz : 

"  George  R. 

"  His  Majesty,  relying  on  the  experienced  zeal  and  affec- 
tion of  his  faithful  Commons,  and  considering  that,  during 
the  present  troubles  in  North-America,  emergencies  may 
arise  which  may  be  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  be  at- 
tended with  the  most  dangerous  consequences,  if  proper 
means  should  not  be  immediately  applied  to  prevent  or 
defeat  them,  is  desirous  that  this  House  will  enable  him  to 
defray  any  extraordinary  expenses  incurred,  or  to  be  incur- 
red, on  account  of  military  services,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  as  the  exigency  of  af- 
fairs may  require.  And  his  Majesty,  having  judged  it  expe- 
dient to  issue  his  Proclamation,  in  pui-suance  of  an  act  of 
Parliament,  passed  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign,  for 
calling  in  the  remainder  of  the  deficient  gold  coin,  doubts 
not  but  his  faithful  Commons  will  enable  him  to  make  good 
the  charges  which  shall  be  incurred  in  this  service,  and 
which  cannot  at  this  time  be  ascertained.  G.  R." 

The  Lord  North  presented  to  the  House,  by  his  Majesty's 
command, 

Copy  of  a  Treaty  between  his  Majesty  and  the  Prince 
oi  Waldeck,  signed  at  Arohen,  the  20th  of  April,  1776, 
and  Translation. 

And  the  Titles  of  the  said  Copy  and  Translation  were 
read. 

The  said  copy  is  preserved  amongst  the  other  Papers  of 
this  session  ;  and  the  said  Translation  is  as  followeth,  viz : 

Translation  of  a  Treaty  between  his  Majesty  and  the  Prince 
o/Waldeck,  signed  at  Arolsen,  the  20th  o/"  April, 
1776. 

Be  it  known  to  those  whom  it  may  concern,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  Great  Britain,  having  judged  proper  to 
accept  of  a  body  of  Infantry  of  the  Troops  of  his  Most 
Serene  Highness  the  reigning  Prince  of  Waldecli,  to  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  the  high  con- 
tracting parties  have  given  their  orders  on  this  subject  to 
their  respective  Minister,  to  wit:  his  Britannick  Majesty 
to  Colonel  William  Faucitt,  Captain  in  the  Guards,  and  the 
Most  Serene  Prince  of  Waldeck  to  his  Privy  Counsellor  and 
President  of  the  Regency,  Frederick  Lewis  Wiepert  de 
2krhst,  who,  after  the  exchange  of  their  respective  full 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  Articles : 

Art.  I.  The  said  Most  Serene  Prince  yields  to  his  Bri- 
tannick Majesty  a  Corps  of  Infantry  of  six  hundred  and 
seventy  men,  which  shall  be  at  the  entire  disposition  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  to  be  employed  in  his  service  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  other  German  Troops,  both  in  Europe 
and  in  North- America.  The  Regiment  shall  moreover  be 
provided  with  two  pieces  of  Field  Artillery,  with  two  Bom- 
bardiers, twelve  Gunners,  and  other  attendants,  and  the 
Train  thereto  belonging. 

Art.  II.  The  Most  Serene  Prince  engages  to  equip  this 
corps  completely,  and  that  it  shall  be  ready  to  march  at  the      ♦ 
latest  on  the  6tli  of  May  next.     The  said  corps  shall  pass 
in  review,  at  the  place  of  embarkation,  before  his  Britannick 
Majesty's  Commissary. 

Art.  III.  The  Most  Serene  Prince  engages  to  furnish 
the  recruits  annually  necessary.  These  recruits  shall  be  de- 
livered to  his  Britannick  Majesty's  Commissary  disciplined 
and  completely  equipped.  His  Most  Serene  Highness  will 
do  his  utmost  for  the  whole  to  arrive  at  the  place  of  embar- 
kation at  the  time  which  his  Majesty  shall  appoint. 

Art.  IV.  His  Majesty's  service  and  the  preservation  of 
the  troops  requiring  equally  that  the  Commanding  Officers 
and  subalterns  should  be  perfectly  skilled  in  the  service, 
his  Most  Serene  Highness  will  take  proper  care  in  the  choice 
of  them. 
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Art.  V.  The  Most  Serene  Prince  engages  to  put  this 
corps  on  the  best  footing  possible ;  and  no  men  shall  be 
admitted  therein  but  such  as  are  fit  for  field  service,  and 
acknowledged  as  such  by  his  Britannick  Majesty's  Commis- 
sary. 

Art.  VI.  This  corps  shall  be  furnished  with  tents,  and 
all  necessary  equipage. 

Akt.  VII.  The  King  grants  to  this  corps  the  ordinary 
and  extraordinary  pay,  as  well  as  all  the  advantages  in 
forage,  provisions,  winter-quarters,  and  refi-eshments,  &c., 
enjoyed  by  the  Royal  tixwps ;  and  the  Most  Serene  Prince 
engages  to  permit  this  corps  to  enjoy  all  the  emoluments  of 
pay  which  his  Britannick  Majesty  allows  them.  The  sick 
and  wounded  of  the  said  corps  shall  be  taken  care  of  in  the 
King's  Hospitals,  and  shall  be  treated  in  that  respect  as  the 
troops  of  his  Britannick  Majesty ;  and  the  wounded  not  in 
a  condition  to  serve  shall  be  transported  into  Europe,  landed 
in  some  port  on  the  Weser,  and  sent  back  to  their  own 
country,  at  the  King's  expense. 

Art.  VIII.  There  shall  be  paid  to  his  Most  Serene 
Highness,  as  Levy  Money,  for  each  foot  soldier,  as  well  as 
gunner,  thirty  crowns  Banco ;  the  crown  to  be  reckoned  at 
fifty-three  soles  oi  Holland;  one  half  of  this  money  shall  be 
paid  in  three  weeks  after  the  signature  of  the  Treaty,  and  the 
other  half  in  two  months  after  the  signature. 

Art.  IX.  According  to  custom,  three  wounded  men 
shall  be  reckoned  as  one  man  killed.  A  man  killed  shall 
be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  the  levy  money.  If  it  should 
happen  that  any  Company  of  this  corps  should  be  wholly 
or  in  part  ruined  or  destroyed,  or  that  the  pieces  of  artillery, 
or  other  eifects  with  which  it  might  be  furnished,  should  be 
lost  by  accident,  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
shall  cause  the  expense  of  the  necessary  recruits  to  be  paid, 
as  also  the  value  of  the  said  field-pieces  and  effects,  to  re- 
establish this  corps  and  its  artillery  immediately. 

Art.  X.  The  Most  Serene  Prince  reserves  to  himself  the 
nominations  to  the  vacant  employments,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice.  His  Britannick  Majesty  will  give 
orders  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  in  which 
this  corps  shall  serve,  that  he  does  not  require  from  this 
corps  any  extraordinary  services,  or  such  as  are  beyond  its 
proportion  with  the  rest  of  the  army ;  and  when  it  shall  serve 
with  the  English  troops  or  other  auxiliaries,  the  officers 
shall  command  (as  the  military  service  requires  of  itself) 
according  to  their  rank,  and  the  seniority  of  their  commis- 
sions, without  making  any  distinction  with  regard  to  what 
corps  the  troops  may  belong  with  which  they  shall  serve  in 
conjunction.  _  This  corps  shall  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to 
his  Britannick  Majesty,  without  prejudice  to  that  which 
they  have  taken  to  their  own  Sovereign. 

Art.  XI.  All  desertei-s  from  the  Waldeck  Regiment  shall 
be  faithfully  and  immediately  given  up,  wherever  they  may 
be  found,  in  the  places  dependant  on  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jesty ;  and  especially,  it  shall  not  be  permitted,  as  far  as  is 
possible,  that  any  of  the  subjects  whatsoever  of  his  Most 
Serene  Highness  establish  themselves  in  America,  without 
the  consent  of  their  Sovereign. 

Art.  XII.  The  pay  shall  commence  fifteen  days  before 
the  march  of  this  body  of  troops ;  and  as  soon  as  the  troops 
shall  have  quitted  their  quarters  to  repair  to  the  place  of 
their  destination,  all  the  expenses  of  their  march  and  trans- 
port shall  be  at  the  charge  of  his  Britannick  Majesty. 

Art.  XIII.  His  Britannick  Majesty  shall  grant  to  the 
Most  Serene  Prince,  during  all  the  time  that  this  body  of 
troops  shall  be  in  his  Majesty's  pay,  an  annual  subsidy  of 
twenty-five  thousand  and  fifty  crowns  Banco.  His  Majesty 
shall  cause  notice  of  the  determination  of  the  said  subsidy 
to  be  given  a  whole  year  before  it  shall  cease  to  be  paid: 
Provided  that  such  notice  shall  not  be  given  till  after  the 
return  of  the  troops  into  the  dominions  of  his  Most  Serene 
Highness, 

This  Treaty  shall  be  ratified  by  the  high  contracting  par- 
ties, and  the  ratifications  thereof  exchanged  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned,  by  virtue  of  our 
full  j30wers,  have  signed  the  present  Treaty,  and  have  affixed 
thereto  the  seals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Arohen,  this  20th  oi  April,  1776. 

William  Faucitt,  [l.  s.] 

Fbedebick  Louis  Wiepert  de  Zekbst,  [l.  s.J 
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Tuesday,  May  7,  1776. 

The  Lord  North  presented  to  the  House,  by  his  Majes- 
ty's command, 

Copy  of  the  Ulterior  Convention  between  his  Majesty 
and  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Hesse  Casscl,  concluded  at 
Hanau,  the  2,5th  o{  April,  1776,  and  Translation. 

And  the  Titles  of  the  said  Copy  and  Translation  were 
read. 

The  said  Copy  is  preserved  amongst  the  otiier  Papers  of 
this  Session  ;  and  the  said  Translation  is  as  foHoweth,  viz : 
Translation  of  the  Ulterior  Convention,  between  his  Ma- 
jestij  and  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Hesse  Cassel, 
concluded  at  Hanau,  the  25th  o/April,  1776. 
Since  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  between  his  Majesty 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  Most  Serene  Highness 
the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Hesse  Cassel,  reigning  Co'unt  of 
Hanau,   signed   by   their   respective   Plenipotentiaries,  at 
Han.au,  the  5th  o{  February  last,  his  Most  Serene  Highness 
having  caused  it  to  be  signified  that  he  would  furnish  a 
detachment  of  his  Artillery,  to  wit:  the  Company  of  Artil- 
lery of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  men,  according  to 
the  establishment  hereunto  annexed,  with  six  field-pieces, 
one  ammunition-wagon,  three  carts,  one  forge,  and  the  ne^ 
cessary  harness  for  the  draft  horses,  which  Artillery  has 
always  made  part  of  the  Regiment  of  Infantry  furnished  by 
his  Most  Serene  Highness,  and  in  British  pay,  his  Majesty 
having  readily  consented  thereto,  promises  and  engages,  by 
the  present  Ulterior  Convention,  that  he  will  cause  to  be 
paid  to  his  Most  Serene  Highness  the  Levy  Money  for  each 
man  of  the  said  detachment,  according  to  the  eighth  article 
of  the  abovenientioned  Treaty ;  and  that  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  said  Treaty  shall  extend  to  the  Artillery,  as  far  as  it  is 
applicable  thereto ;  and  his  Most  Serene  Highness  promises 
and  engages,  on  his  part,  by  these  presents,  to  hold  the  said 
detachment  of  Artillery,  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
men,  in  readiness  to  march  by  the  15th  of  May  next,  or 
sooner  if  it  can  be  done ;  which  detachment  of  Artillery  shall 
be  provided  at  the  place  of  its  destination  with  the  necessary 
horses,  atid  every  other  part  of  the  train  not  above  specified, 
of  which  it  may  have  occasion,  at  the  charge  of  his  Majesty; 
and  it  shall  constantly  serve  in  the  same  army  in  which  the 
abovementioned  Regiment  is  employed.     His  Britannick 
Majesty  engages,  also,  that  this  Company  of  Artillery  shall 
enjoy  the  same  pay,  and  all  the  emoluments  which  have 
been  or  shall  be  hereafter  granted  to  the  Hessian  Artillery, 
and  particularly  such  as  are  stipulated  for  the  Regiment  of 
the  Most  Serene  Hereditary  Prince,  by  the  seventli,  ninth, 
tenth,  and  eleventh  articles  of  the  Treaty.     And  if  it  shall 
unfortunately  happen  that  any  of  the  pieces  of  artillery, 
or  other  effects  with  which  this  Company  is  provided,  shall 
be  taken  by  the  enemy,  or  lost,  whether  by  accidents  on  the 
sea  or  otherwise,  his  Majesty  promises  to  be  accountable  for 
the  same  to  his  Most  Serene  Highness,  and  consequently  to 
cause  the  value  and  price  thereof  to  be  paid ;  his  said  Ma- 
jesty and  said  Most  Serene  Highness  have  therefore  thought 
proper  to  authorize  their  respective  Ministers,  to  wit:  his 
Britannick  Majesty,  Colonel  William  Faucitt,  Captain  in 
the  Guards,  and  his  Most  Serene  Highness  the  Hereditary 
Prince  of  Hesse  Cassel,  his  Minister  and  Privy  Counsellor 
actual,  Frederick  De  Malsbourg,  to  sign  the  present  Ulte- 
rior Convention,  which  shall  have  the  same  force  as  if  it 
were  inserted  word  for  word  in  the  Treaty  signed  at  Hanau, 
the  5th  of  February  last,  and  it  shall  be  ratified  in  the  same 
manner;  and  the  ratifications  thereof  shall  be  exchanged 
within  the  space  of  six  weeks,  to  be  computed  from  the  day 
of  the  signature. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned,  being  funiish- 
ed  with  the  full  powers  of  his  Britannick  Majesty  and  his 
Most  Serene  Highness  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Hesse  Cas- 
sel, have  signed  the  present  Ulterior  Convention,  and  have 
caused  the  seals  of  our  arms  to  be  put  thereto. 
Done  at  Hanau,  the  25th  o(  April,  1776. 

William  Faucitt,  [l.  s.] 

Frederick  B"  de  Malsbourg,  [l.  s.] 

house  of  commons. 

Monday,  May  6,  1776. 
Colonel  Barre  arose,  and,  holding  a  paper  in  his  hand, 
which  he  informed  the  House  he  had  cut  out  of  the  Lon- 
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don  Gazette,  and  which,  he  observed,  was  the  only  account, 
or  reason  assigned,  for  the  British  troops  quitting  Boston  ; 
and  followed  this  short  exordium  with  moving,  "  Tliat  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Maj<!sty,  that  he  will  be 
graciously  pleased  to  give  directions  that  there  be  laid  be- 
fore this  House  copies  of  the  last  despatches  received  from 
the  1st  of  March  last,  from  General  Howe  and  Vice- Admiral 
Shuldham,  before  they  proceeded  to  grant  any  further  sup- 
plies for  carrying  on  the  said  war." 

The  Colonel  observed,  that  the  only  paper  published 
by  authority  was  become  a  disgrace  to  the  nation  :  that  the 
most  shameful  efforts  had  been  made  to  mislead  the  people 
without  doors ;  but,  what  was  infinitely  of  worse  conse- 
quence to  the  nation  at  large,  that  the  House  had  been 
grossly  misled  in  every  single  communication  which  had 
come  from  his  Majesty's  servants,  or  (which  amounted  to 
nearly  the  same  thing)  every  degree  and  species  of  informa- 
tion had  been  refused. 

fjord  North  asserted,  that  the  troops  were  not  compelled 
to  abandon  Boston.  He  confirmed  the  contents  of  the 
London  Gazette;  said,  that  as  the  British  troops  met  not 
with  the  least  interruption  from  the  Rebels,  neither  did  the 
General  come  into  any  compromise  whatever.  He  said, 
the  stores,  ammunition,  &,c.,  were  not  abandoned  :  that  the 
Army  suffered  no  loss,  either  immediately  before,  or  on  its 
embarkation  ;  that  the  troops  embarked  with  all  possible 
coolness  and  regularity,  and  even,  as  he  emphatically  ex- 
pressed it,  "  perfectly  at  their  ease." 

Ixsrd  John  Cavendish  spoke  warmly  in  defence  of  the 
motion.  He  observed,  that  the  nation  had  been  insidiously 
led  into  a  war ;  when  once  embarked,  it  was  too  late  to  re- 
cede ;  and,  from  the  very  first  day  the  sword  was  drawn, 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  have  refused  to  impart  a  single  tittle 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  this  war ;  and  the  Minister  comes 
down,  day  after  day,  to  this  House,  and  expects  an  implicit 
obedience  and  assent  to  whatever  demand  he  pleases  to 
make,  without  any  other  pretensions  to  their  favour  or  con- 
fidence, but  what  he  can  build  on  the  information ;  that 
under  his  Administration  the  whole  British  empire  has 
nearly  lost  all  the  Colonies,  at  the  national  expense  of  twen- 
ty millions  of  money,  precisely  in  eleven  months  from  day 
to  day;  that  is,  from  the  date  of  the  defeat  at  Lexington 
to  the  celebrated  embarkation,  which  was  the  subject  of  the 
present  debate. 

Mr.  Byng  spoke  on  the  same  side.  He  said  the  publick 
ought  to  be  informed  what  was  doing  in  America,  and  to 
what  purposes  the  money  was  to  be  applied  which  they 
were  granting  out  of  their  own  pockets. 

Sir  George  Yonge  arraigned  the  conduct  of  Administra- 
tion in  very  pointed  terms.  He  said  it  was  impossible  but 
the  consequences  of  the  present  war  must  be  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  nation.  In  any  hands,  the  event  would  be 
doubtful ;  but  in  such  hands, -Hhe  ruin  and  disgrace  of  the 
nation,  and  the  loss  of  America,  were  inevitable. 

Mr.  Hartley  spoke  very  fully  on  the  subject.  He  con- 
tended, notwithstanding  the  bold  and  unqualified  assertions 
of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  that  General 
Howe  was  driven  from  Boston,  and  that  nothing  but  the 
dread  of  having  his  whole  army  cut  to  pieces,  or  made  pri- 
soners, induced  him  to  make  so  precipitate  and  unexpected 
a  retreat. 

Mr.  Burke  observed,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  disclaimed 
any  intention  of  giving  false  colours  to  the  account  which 
appeared  in  the  London  Gazette,  but  there  was  room  left 
for  a  possibility  of  misrepresentation  ;  for  though  the  Boston 
extraordinaries  for  eight  thousand  men,  in  the  course  of 
twelve  months,  had  amounted  to  one  million  and  a  half,  or 
nearly  two  hundred  pounds  a  man,  for  salt-beef  and  sour- 
crout,  he  would  be  bold  to  affirm,  and  called  on  the  noble 
Lord  to  contradict  him,  that  the  troops  could  not  have  re- 
mained in  that  town  ten  days  longer,  if  the  Heavens  had 
not  rained  down  manna  and  quails ;  and,  in  a  similar 
expectation,  he  presumed,  the  troops  were  embarked  for 
Halifax,  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey. 

Mr.  Ellis  and  Mr.  Lyttclton  spoke  against  the  inotion. 
They  insisted  that  the  communication  would  be  exceedingly 
improper  in  the  present  critical  situation  of  affairs. 

General  Conway  was  bold,  animated,  and  persuasive. 
He  said  the  British  (2oi\nc\h  had  fallen  into  contempt,  and 
the  honour  of  the  nation  was  deeply  wounded.  He  con- 
demned the  conduct  of  Administration  without  reserve,  and 


said  the  Army,  which  was  destined  for  the  conquest  o(  Ame- 
rica, now  lay  inactive  and  stufied  into  transports,  waiting  at 
Spithead ;  that  some  of  them  were  in  Germany,  some  of 
them  at  Spithcad,  and  none  of  them  where  they  should 
long  since  have  been  ;  that  he  always  thought  the  measure 
of  coercing  America,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue, 
an  unjust  one ;  he  always  looked  upon  it  to  be  impractica- 
ble ;  but  was  certain  it  was  to  the  last  degree  cruel,  oppres- 
sive, and  destructive ;  destructive  in  either  event,  of  the 
commercial  im))ortance  and  di.'arest  interests  of  this  country, 
in  case  it  should  miscarry;  destructive  of  what  was  still,  if 
possible,  more  valuable — its  liberties,  if  it  should  succeed. 

I^rd  George  Germaine  said,  by  what  little  of  the  corres- 
pondence he  had  seen,  he  never  understood  that  General 
Howe  intended  to  begin  his  operations  in  Boston.  His  opi- 
nion was  well  known  ;  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of 
the  House.  As  long,  therefore,  as  the  House  thought  it 
proper  to  continue  the  war,  or  support  it,  he  thouidit  it 
would  be  right  to  pursue  it,  and  no  longer.  Wiiatever  his 
own  sentiments  were,  if  the  House  should  change  theirs,  he 
was  ready  to  acquiesce.  When  he  came  into  office,  the 
nation  was  already  engaged  in  it,  so  that,  on  either  hand, 
he  remained  perfectly  contented. 

Colonel  Barre  again  spoke  to  his  motion.  He  was,  if 
possible,  stronger  in  his  expressions  tlian  before.  He  ob- 
served, that  the  embarkations  were  all  made  too  late  last 
year;  that  convoys  were  neglected;  that  the  provisions, 
ammunition,  and  stores,  by  that  means,  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  Provincials.  That  the  naval  force  was  inade- 
quate to  the  service,  and  that,  unequal  as  it  was  to  the  ser- 
vice, it  was  still  worse  provided,  and  more  improperly  direct- 
ed. He  should  be  glad  to  know  to  whom  those  delays, 
mismanageinents,  if  not  malversations  in  office,  were  to  be 
itnputed.  He  then  took  a  view  of  the  conduct  of  Admin- 
istration since  the  commencement  of  the  present  year ;  and 
desired  to  know  how  it  came  to  pass,  that  now,  on  the  6th 
of  May,  the  greatest  part  of  the  Army  should  be  lying  at 
Spithead,  or  what  was  the  reason  that  some  of  the  Hes- 
sians, who  ought  to  have  been  at  the  place  of  their  destina- 
tion in  America,  have  not  yet  left  Germany. 

Mr.  Hopkins  spoke  against  the  motion ;  said  secrecy 
should  be  observed,  otherwise  all  our  plans  would  shortly 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  our  enemies. 

A  few  minutes  before  nine  o'clock  the  question  was  put, 
and  the  House  divided  :  Ayes  54  ;  Noes  17  L 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  May  10,  1776. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  the  Ijonh  to  be 
summoned  to  consider  of  matters  relative  to  America  : 

The  Duke  of  Monc/ies^er  said :  I  have  presumed  to  request 
your  Lordships'  attendance  this  day,  for  which  1  ought  to 
make  an  apology,  as  it  is  on  a  motion  of  mine  very  uncon- 
certed  ;  some  few  friends  only  had  I  an  opportunity  of  com- 
municating it  to.  But,  my  Lords,  the  business  does,  in 
whatever  light  it  is  viewed,  appear  so  interesting,  so  impor- 
tant to  the  British  nation,  that,  as  the  matter  struck  me,  1 
could  not  reconcile  it  to  myself  to  withhold  it  from  the 
House.  My  Lords,  I  have  not  the  arrogance  to  think  that 
what  1  shall  submit  to  your  Lordships  has  escaped  the  vigi- 
lance of  all  your  Lordships'  judgments.  I  have  not  the 
vanity  to  imagine  that  the  arguments  my  circumscribed 
talents  may  suggest  to  me  to  use  can  have  the  good  fortune 
to  persuade  the  majority  of  this  House,  unless  they  should 
meet  with  support  from  men  of  greater  weight.  Some  there 
are  who  chance  to  be  absent,  whose  great  authorities  I  must 
lament  the  loss  of.  But,  my  Lords,  if  what  I  may  offer 
should  throw  any  light  on  a  subject  as  interesting  as  ever 
arose  since  Britain  has  extended  her  power  beyond  the  con- 
fines of  the  Isle,  I  shall  at  least  have  the  satisfaction  to  think 
I  have  not  buried  my  ideas ;  I  have*not  been  wanting  in 
that  duty  which,  from  the  rank  we  hold  in  life,  is  mine,  is 
that  of  every  Lord  in  this  House. 

My  Jjords,  for  a  paltry  set  of  words,  for  an  unreasonable 
claim  of  power,  for  a  fascinating  assertion  of  impracticable 
authority,  for  an  airy  nothing,  a  visionary  shadow  of  ideal 
revenue,  impossible  to  be  raised  but  by  the  consent  of  that 
people  whose  contributions  we  so  ipuch  thirst  after,  and 
whose  consent' we  despise,  has  Britain  been  duped  into  an 
unnatural  war,  where  victory  or  defeat  must  each  enfeeble 
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this  lately  great  empire.  A  war  carried  on  against  a  part 
of  our  fellow-subjects,  whose  members  at  least  equal  a  fifth 
of  the  whole,  and  who,  in  extent  of  country,  so  far  exceeds 
the  size  o(  Britain,  that  tiie  comparison  of  her  is  but  as  a 
speck  in  the  disk  of  the  sun.  I  will  not  dwell  on  the  disad- 
vantages our  army  must  labour  under  from  the  far-extended 
distance  of  the  war;  a  common  map,  to  the  commonest  un- 
derstanding, must  demonstrate  more  than  rhetorick  can  paint. 
But,  my  Lords,  it  has  been  your  pleasure  to  enter  into  this 
war ;  the  matter  has  been  laid  before  you,  and  often  has 
been  debated  ;  and  your  Lordships,  in  your  judgment,  have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  correct  the  saucy  freedom  of  high- 
minded  sons,  grown  up  to  manly  age,  to  check  in  your  Ame- 
rican children  that  independent  spirit,  that  strange  love  of 
liberty,  which,  when  permitted  to  take  root,  does  so  infatuate 
mankind,  and  which  has  long  been  the  honour  and  safety  of 
this  Isle.  You  have  thought  it  right  to  curb  their  ideas  of 
property,  which  led  them  to  imagine  we  have  no  right  to 
take  any  part  of  their  property  from  them  without  their  free 
consent.  My  Lords,  1  respect  the  decisions  of  the  majority 
of  this  House ;  but  if  those  decisions  may  have  arisen  from 
any  peculiar  circumstances,  now  no  more  existing ;  if  they 
may  have  sprung  from  false  or  mistaken  intelligence ;  if  the 
whole  disposition  of  things,  from  various  accidents  and  events, 
may  have  become  totally  different,  perhaps  it  may  not  be 
unworthy  your  Lordships'  wisdom  to  reconsider  what  you 
have  decided,  to  revise  your  judgments,  to  retrace  the  steps 
we  may  too  hastily  have  trod.  My  Lords,  in  the  beginning 
of  our  unhappy  contests  with  America,  those  who  debated 
the  matter  on  the  side  of  the  ruling  power  of  Government, 
stated,  not  only  the  necessity,  but  the  great  facility  of  forcing 
to  a  compliance  with  all  the  demands  of  Government,  such 
Colonies  as  should  dare  to  offer  their  vain  resistance;  we  were 
told  they  had  not  strength  for  war,  they  had  not  means  of  war, 
that  they  had  not  union  among  themselves  ;  that  they  wanted 
money,  that  they  wanted  discipline,  that  they  wanted  officers ; 
and,  to  sum  the  whole,  to  make  them  contemptible  even  as 
submissive  subjects,  that  they  possessed  not  the  courage  to 
face  a  British  soldier,  whose  birth  on  this  side  the  Atlaniick 
endowed  him  with  that  intrepid  spirit  an  American,  whom 
even  necessity  had  inured  to  toils,  could  never  aspire  to  reach. 
The  decisions,  my  Lords,  of  Administration,  gave  them 
union  ;  the  refusal  to  hear  their  petitions  combined  the  whole 
in  a  firm  knot  of  calm,  deliberate,  desperate  determination 
to  resist.  Money,  which  is  but  the  type  of  property,  was 
soon  supplied  by  a  type  of  equal  use ;  even  pereonal  free- 
dom gave  way  to  publick  security,  and  personal  property 
was  sacrificed  to  the  necessities  of  the  rising  State^.  The 
disaffection  was  general,  and  British  Governours  now  no 
more  administer  law  in  British  America.  How  true  the 
charge  of  wanting  a  martial  spirit  proved,  let  those  relate 
who  first  saw  the  blood  of  civil  war  spilled  at  Lexington. 
To  those  who  saved  the  honour  of  the  day,  at  the  bloody 
forcing  of  the  lines  on  Banker's  Hill;  to  those  who  saw  the 
British  valour  checked,  may  1  safely  refer  for  a  full  confu- 
tation of  the  absurd  supposition  that  men,  descended  from 
the  same  line  as  ourselves,  whose  all  is  at  stake,  who  think 
their  cause  just,  would,  like  the  most  enervated  Asiatick 
tribe,  yield  a  bloodless  victory.  My  Lords,  the  history  of 
human  nature  teaches  us,  that  the  greatest  talents  often  lie 
hid  in  the  most  disguised  obscurity,  till  accident,  till  the 
bustle  of  the  times,  calls  forth  the  genius,  and  lights  the 
etherial  spark  ;  then  do  these  meteors  cast  an  unexpected 
blaze :  an  apothecary's  late  apprentice  leads  forth  armies, 
displays  the  warrior's  skill,  the  warrior's  intrepidity,  and 
meets  a  death  a  Roman  might  have  envied ;  another,  who, 
in  peaceable  times,  might  have  never  risen  to  greater  praise 
than  a  jockey's  skill,  amidst  every  rigour  of  an  inclement 
season,  in  an  inclement  country,  astonishes  ns  with  a  march 
a  Hannibal  would  have  admired,  and  carries  the  alarm  of 
war  to  the  walls  of  a  great  city,  which  must  probably  have 
yielded  to  the  bokhiess  of  the  undertaking,  had  not  a  Cnrle- 
ton  saved  it.  1  am  not  making  a  panegyrick  on  American 
prowess,  though  great  achievements,  even  by  an  enemy,  will 
ever  meet  my  praise ;  but,  my  Lords,  these  are  facts  inca- 
pable of  dispute. 

To  come  now,  my  Lords,  to  that  which  has  cast  the 
deepest  stain  on  the  glory  of  the  British  arms,  to  that  which 
must  rouse  the  indignation  of  all  who  feel  for  her  disgrace— 
the  Army  of  Britain,  equipped  with  every  possible  essential 
of  war ;  a  chosen  army,  with  chosen  officers,  backed  by  the 


power  of  a  mighty  fleet,  sent  to  correct  revolted  subjects ; 
sent  to  chastise  a  resisting  city  ;  sent  to  assert  Britain's 
authority, — has,  for  many  tedious  months,  Ijeen  imprisoned 
within  that  town  by  the  Provincial  Army,  who,  their  watch- 
ful guards,  permitted  them  no  inlet  to  the  country  ;  who 
braved  all  their  efforts  and  defied  all  their  skill  and  abilities 
in  war  could  ever  attempt.  One  way,  indeed,  of  escape 
was  left :  the  fleet  is  yet  respected ;  to  the  fleet  the  army 
has  recourse ;  and  British  Generals,  whose  names  never 
met  with  a  blot  of  dishonour,  are  forced  to  quit  that  town 
which  was  the  first  object  of  the  war,  the  immediate  cause 
of  hostilities,  the  place  of  arms,  which  has  cost  this  nation 
more  than  a  million  to  defend.  We  are  informed  of  this 
extraordinary  event  by  a  Gazette,  published  by  authority 
from  Government,  in  which  it  is  related  that  General  Howe 
had  quitted  Boston ;  no  circumstances  mentioned  to  palliate 
the  event ;  no  veil  but  that  of  silence  to  cast  over  the  dis- 
grace. But,  my  Lords,  though  the  Government  account  is 
short  and  uncircumstantial,  yet  private  intelligence,  publick 
report,  on  which,  till  it  is  with  authenticity  denied,  I  must 
rely,  informs  us  that  General  Howe  quitted  not  Boston  of 
his  own  free  will ;  but  that  a  superior  enemy,  by  repeated 
efforts,  by  extraordinary  works,  by  fire  of  their  batteries,  ren- 
dered the  place  untenable.  I  mean  not  the  most  distant 
censure  on  him ;  his  reputation  stands  fixed  on  too  firm  a 
basis  to  be  easily  shaken.  I  do  believe  all  that  in  that  situ- 
ation could  by  the  best  officers  be  attempted,  was  tried  to 
the  utmost.  But,  my  Lords,  circumstances  obliged  him  to 
quit  that  post  he  could  not  possibly  maintain.  The  mode 
of  the  retreat  may  do  the  General  infinite  honour ;  but  it 
does  dishonour  to  the  British  nation.  Let  this  transaction 
be  dressed  in  what  garb  you  please,  the  fact  remains,  that 
the  army  which  was  sent  to  reduce  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, has  been  driven  from  the  Capital ;  and  that 
the  standard  of  the  Provincial  Army  now  waves  in  triumph 
over  the  walls  of  Boston.  My  Lords,  so  extraordinary  an 
event,  so  contrary  to  all  the  sanguine  promises  of  Adminis- 
tration, calls  for  a  full  explanation  ;  the  publick  have  a  right 
to  expect  it ;  your  Lordships  have  a  right  to  demand  it.  If 
the  Ministry  are  still  determined  to  keep  silence,  they  make 
themselves  responsible  for  all  the  accidents  of  the  war.  My 
Lords,  the  business  I  have  to  trouble  you  with  this  day  is, 
to  desire  a  fair  state  of  the  matter.  It  is  not  vain  curiosity 
prompts ;  it  is  in  order  that  this  House,  knowing  all  the  cir- 
cumstances that  attended  this  transaction,  may  be  enabled, 
as  his  Majesty  required  of  them  in  his  speech  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  to  give  advice  becoming  the  importance 
of  the  occasion.  Were  it  for  my  own  satisl"action,4i,might 
rest  contented  with  the  detail  that  from  private  accounts  I 
have  seen  ;  I  could  be  content  with  knowing  thattlie  fire 
from  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  began  on  the  2d  o{  March, 
threatened  ruin  to  the  town ;  that  the  shells  were  so  well 
directed  as  to  make  it  demonstration  that  the  engineers  of 
the  enemy  were  well  versed  in  the  science  of  destruction. 
That  the  continuation  of  that  bombardment  rendered  it 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  British  Army  to  make  some 
decisive  effort ;  that  the  resolution  taken  was  worthy  the 
name  of  Howe,  worthy  the  British  spirit ;  a  storm  arose, 
baffled  their  efforts,  and  delayed  the  attack ;  a  stomi  fortu- 
nate perhaps  for  this  country,  which  preserved  for  nobler 
ends  many  brave  men  who  must  have  perilled  in  an  attempt 
exceeding  human  power.  When  the  storm  ceased,  a  new 
work  appeared,  of  such  amazing  strength,  raised  as  if  by  tlie 
enchanter's  wand,  in  the  space  of  a  night,  that  wisdom  for- 
bade the  attack.  One  hope  remained  to  save  the  British 
Army,  and  a  retreat  by  sea  was  found  necessary.  To  refer 
to  the  Gazette :  Government  there  tells  us,  with  all  the  cool 
indifference  with  which  might  have  been  related  the  remo- 
val of  a  regiment  in  England  from  one  place  of  country 
quarters  to  another,  that  on  the  7th  of  March  General  Howe 
took  a  resolution  to  remove  from  Boston  to  Halifax ;  and 
the  embarkation  was  effected  on  the  17th,  without  the  least 
interruption  from  the  Rebels.  My  Lords,  I  do  admit  the 
fact ;  no  shot  was,  I  believe,  fired  from  the  enemy  dunng  the 
embarkation.  Whether  this  arose  from  policy,  whether  from 
an  unwillingness  unnecessarily  to  expose  the  Provincial 
Army  to  the  desperate  valour  of  the  British  troops,  whom 
necessity  of  self-defence,  whom  the  mortification  of  being 
forced  to  quit  the  place,  whom  shame,  whom  every  honour- 
able passion  must  have  armed  with  more  than  common 
courage ;  or  whether,  by  some  tacit  convention  between  the 
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Generals  of  the  opposite  amiies,  which  might  be  very  pro- 
per, remains  untold.  But  the  important  fact  is  told,  that 
Britain  has  lost  the  only  place  of  arms  from  whence  she 
could  with  advantage  begin  her  operations  against  the  north- 
em  Colonies ;  and  that  Washington,  with  his  army  whole, 
entire,  unchecked,  unbroken,  does  possess  it.  It  matters 
little  whether  General  Howe  is  gone  to  Halifax  with  a  few 
more  guns,  or  a  few  less ;  some  heavy  artillery,  I  am  informed, 
was  left;  but  I  will  venture  to  assert  that  no  army  so  cir- 
cumstanced ever  did  make  a  retreat  without  some  loss  and 
damage  of  vaiious  necessaries  of  war.  My  Lords,  I  wish 
not  to  excite  any  unnecessary  unpleasant  feelings ;  but,  my 
Ijords,  every  seaman  I  have  spoken  with  is  in  pain  for  that 
Heet — so  crowded,  so  short  of  provisions,  forced  into  a  bois- 
terous sea  in  the  most  boisterous  season.  The  very  storm 
that  was  so  great  in  the  harbour  as  to  prevent  the  attack  of 
the  enemy's  batteries,  justifies  the  dread  of  what  may  hap- 
pen. Suppose  the  Army  safe  at  Halifax,  can  it  be  sup- 
posed they  are  in  a  situation  capable,  immediately,  to  take 
the  field  ?  Thus,  then,  is  the  great  power  of  the  Northern 
Colonies,  against  whom  was  particularly  pointed  the  thun- 
der of  this  country,  freed  from  its  present  vengeance.  It 
cannot  be  doubted  but  that  this  retreat  is  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  enemy,  is  a  subject  of  triumph.  Will  your 
Lordships,  then,  not  think  that  the  slight  manner  this  matter 
is  related  to  the  publick  is  a  scandalous  insult,  is  a  neglect 
of  that  publick  whose  blood  and  treasure  are  lavished  with- 
out fruit  ?  I  do  hope  we  shall  at  last  rouse,  and  see  with 
our  own  eyes,  and  hear  with  our  own  ears,  and  not  place  any 
longer  implicit  confidence  in  men  who,  whatever  their  in- 
tentions may  have  been,  have  hitherto  not  shown  that  they 
possess  abilities  either  to  maintain  peace  or  well  conduct  a 
war. 

Permit  me,  now,  my  Lords,  to  take  a  short  review  of  the 
present  state  of  America.  The  army  now  gone  from  Bos- 
ton, the  wisest  statesmen  cannot  now  for  a  certainty  declare 
that  his  Majesty  has  a  regiment  in  possession  of  a  single  post, 
save  that  which  has  wintered  in  Nova-Scotia.  Montgo- 
mery's death  preserved  for  a  time  Quebeck ;  yet  there  are 
accounts,  whose  authority  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  of  the 
beginning  of  February,  that  the  troops  still  lay  before  the 
place ;  that  the  design  of  attacking  it  was  not  abandoned ; 
that  reinforcements  were  coming ;  that  the  object  was  to 
place  a  garrison  in  it  so  strong  as  would  not  be  easy  to 
remove ;  that  at  Montreal  no  doubt  was  made  of  its  being 
forced  to  yield.  The  retreat  from  Boston  leaves  Washing- 
ton at  liberty  to  send  large  succours,  whither,  the  destina- 
tion was  unknown  ;  but  there  is  intelligence  that  the  very 
day  our  troops  quitted  Boston,  a  body  of  several  thousand 
men  was  detached  from  the  camp.  The  relief  sent  from 
hence  of  Brunswick  and  Hanover  troops,  if  destined  for 
(^uebeck,  cannot  arrive  there  till  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice 
atibrds  a  passage  up  the  river :  which,  from  seamen,  I  am 
told,  seldom  happens  till  the  end  of  this  month.  The  stroke 
must  probably  be  decided  ere  they  can  possibly  reach  the 
place.  From  Halifax,  whose  strength  is  trifling,  and  whose 
situation  admits  not  anything  to  be  done  by  advancing  into 
the  country,  to  the  Floridas,  nothing  remains  to  his  Majes- 
ty's arms  but  the  roving  parties  with  which  Dunmore  con- 
tinues his  predatory  war.  I  will  pass  no  censure  on  that 
noble  Lord  ;  but  I  could  wish  that  he  had  acted  with  that 
generous  spirit  that  forbade  Clinton  uselessly  to  destroy  the 
town  of  New-  York.  My  Lords,  Clinton  visited  New-  York; 
the  inhabitants  expected  its  destruction  ;  Lee  appeared  be- 
fore it  with  an  army  too  powerful  to  be  attacked,  and  Clin- 
ton passed  by  without  doing  any  wanton  damage.  The 
friends  of  Goverment,  as  they  are  termed,  did  attempt  some 
risings  ;  the  Congress  puts  them  out  of  their  protection  ;  in- 
dividuals raise  armies,  and  all  commotions  in  favour  of 
Government  are  crushed  in  their  birth.  Georgia,  that  till 
lately  took  no  active  part,  that  last  year  you  assisted  with 
your  money,  has  now  declared  against  you ;  ar»d,  as  they 
came  late  into  the  servive,  so  they  seem  willing  to  be  active 
in  distinguishing  themselves.  Your  marines  attempt  to  land; 
they  are  driven  to  their  boats,  and  burn  the  English  traders. 
In  Carolina  all  is  armed,  all  is  strong ;  the  Tast  effort  in 
favour  of  Government,  an  attempt  by  a  Colonel  Mason, 
with  a  considerable  body  of  men  called  Regulators,  is  re- 
sisted by  an  individual,  who  amis  his  followers,  meets  and 
defeats  him  totally,  and  numbers  are  thrown  into  jail. 

Thus,  from  North  to  South,  every  place  presents  an 


enemy  ;  the  coast  on  which  your  troops  are  to  land  is  rav- 
aged, is  made  a  wildemess,  where  not  an  army  of  locusts 
could  subsist.  You  are,  therefore,  now  to  begin  the  war 
with  an  enfeebled  army ;  with  the  flower  of  your  troops 
checked,  bafiled,  forced  to  retreat,  you  are  to  attempt  to 
conquer  the  continent  o{  America.  It  is  as 'much  a  war  of 
conquest  as  if  you  meditated  an  invasion  on  France  or  Spain. 
On  German  mercenaries,  on  foreign  auxiliaries,  you  are  to 
depend  for  success  in  this  invasion — on  troops  not  interested 
in  the  cause.  With  these  troops  so  numerous,  so  secured 
by  treaty,  to  act  in  a  body,  is  the  English  Army  to  serve, 
who  will  probably  be  inferior  to  them  in  number ;  for  from 
the  English  must  detachments  bo  made,  as  the  service  of 
the  war  may  require.  My  Lords,  I  mean  no  reflection  on 
these  troops,  but  must  observe,  that  success  has  seldom  at- 
tended where  those  most  interested  in  the  cause  do  not  fight 
their  own  battles ;  and,  from  the  number  of  the  German 
troops,  they  nmst  jirobably  be  masters  of  the  operations  of 
the  war. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  a  word  to  the  Commission 
mentioned  in  the  Gazette.  What  passes  the  great  seal  can, 
I  suppose,  be  no  secret;  but  though  I  do  not  know  the  con- 
tents, I  do  not  conceive  what  powers  can  be  given  the  Com- 
mission without  some  previous  assistance  from  Parliament, 
that  can  be  material.  Will  the  great  seal,  in  face  of  Par- 
liament, give  up  any  of  that  authority  Parliament  has  been 
so  anxious  to  assert  ?  Yet,  without  this,  peace  cannot  be 
made ;  or  does  it  merely  contain  a  power  of  pardoning  such 
as  may  sue  for  and  be  deemed  deserving  of  mercy  ?  Par- 
don, my  Lords,  was  never  sued  for  by  those  who,  convinced 
their  cause  was  just,  flushed  with  success,  conquest  attend- 
ing on  their  arms,  with  troops  more  numerous  than  those 
that  are  to  oppose  them,  have,  in  the  common  coui-se  of 
human  probability,  hope  of  continued  victory.  I  will  add 
no  more,  but  that  if  this  unnatural  war  is  long  thus  ably  and 
obstinately  carried  on,  it  is  not  from  Britain  America  must 
seek  for  pardon,  but  Britain  must  from  America  ask  for- 
giveness of  the  wild  ravage  her  unreasonable  claims  have 
made.  What  I  have  said  to  you,  my  Lords,  can  arise  from 
no  private  view,  but  merely  from  a  sense  of  publick  duty.  I 
wish  to  see  this  empire  not  dismembered  ;  I  wish  to  see  our , 
Sovereign's  diadem  blaze  with  every  glory  which  first  encir- 
cled his  Royal  head. 

His  Grace  moved,  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to 
order  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  this  House  copies  of 
all  Despatches  received  from  General  Howe  and  Admiral 
Shuldham  since  the  1st  oi  March  last." 

Earl  of  Suffolk.  The  tme  grounds  and  causes  of  the 
present  contest  with  America,  have  been  so  frequently  and 
so  fully  discussed,  that  I  shall  not  trouble  your  Lordships  to 
follow  the  noble  Duke  through  the  wide  circuit  he  has  taken 
this  day.  Your  Lordships  have  already  determined  so  often 
in  favour  of  the  justice  and  necessity  of  prosecuting  the  pre- 
sent war  against  our  rebellious  subjects  in  that  country, 
that  there  can  be  little  occasion  to  enter  at  present  into  any 
review  or  fresh  discussion  of  so  trite  a  subject ;  it  is  not 
therefore,  my  Lords,  to  controvert  mattere  that  have  been 
already  decided,  that  I  rise,  but  to  give  a  direct  negative  to 
the  present  motion,  because  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  cannot 
be  safely  complied  with,  consistently  with  the  interests  of 
this  country  and  the  success  of  our  future  operations.  The 
letters  desired,  my  Lords,  are  not  merely  confined  to  the 
professed  objects  of  the  present  motion  ;  they  contain  mat- 
ters of  great  importance,  as  well  in  relation  to  past  transac- 
tions, as  to  plans  meant  to  be  carried  into  execution  ;  these 
again  are  so  blended  and  connected  with  the  account  of 
the  evacuation  of  Boston,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
separate  one  from  the  other,  without  laying  before  your 
Lordships  what  would  be  extremely  improper  for  publick 
inspection  at  this  season,  because  it  might  be  the  means  of 
defeating  those  measures  which  the  General  and  Admiral 
have  determined  to  pursue.  Nothing,  I  do  assure  your 
Lordships,  would  give  me  greater  satisfaction  than  to  com- 
ply with  the  requisition  now  made,  if  it  could  be  done  with 
prudence  and  safety ;  not  to  gratify  a  mere  idle  curiosity, 
Ijut  to  show  your  Lordships  the  abilities  of  the  gentleman 
who  commanded  the  troops,  and  to  convince  you  that  all 
the  reasonings  now  so  strongly  urged  have  no  manner  of 
foundation  to  support  them.  Were  it  proper  to  lay  before 
your  Lordships  those  accounts,  you  would  not  only  be  sur- 
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prised  how  ably  the  whole  affair  was  conducted,  but  you 
would  have  reason  likewise  to  have  the  most  perfect  confi- 
dence in  operations  so  well  planned,  and  so  well  directed. 
The  noble  Duke  supposes  the  account  in  the  Gazette  to 
contain  actual  misrepresentations,  or  a  suppression  of  facts  ; 
but  I  do  assure  his  Grace  he  is  entirely  mistaken :  it  is  the 
business  of  that  j)aper  to  state  facts,  which  I  contend  it  has 
very  faithfully,  and  that  the  General,  as  therein  set  forth, 
literally  took  the  resolution  of  quitting  the  town  on  the  7th, 
and  actually  evacuated  it  and  embarked  on  board  the  fleet 
on  the  17th,  without  any  interruption  from  the  Rebels ;  that 
he  carried  ofF  his  artillerj^,  military  stores,  all  his  baggage, 
and  his  very  horses ;  that  he  took  such  of  the  inhabitants 
as  sought  his  protection  on  board,  with  all  their  most  valu- 
able effects,  and  that  species,  too,  which  might  have  been  of 
the  greatest  use  to  the  Rebels.  The  noble  Duke  supposes 
that  this  step  will  break  all  our  future  operations  during  the 
present  campaign :  but  I  will  inform  his  Grace  that  it  was 
never  intended  to  begin  the  war  in  that  quarter,  since  the 
great  change  which  has  happened  in  our  affairs  there. 
While  the  spirit  of  rebellion  was  confined  to  the  Province 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  it  could  properly  be  the  only  seat  of 
war  or  coercion ;  but  since  the  defection  became  more  gene- 
ral, so  false  an  idea  never  prevailed ;  in  proof  of  which,  I 
do  assure  your  Lordships  that  the  General,  so  early  as  the 
month  of  October,  received  instructions  to  quit  Boston 
whenever  he  thought  proper ;  in  this  light,  therefore,  the 
evacuating  Boston  can  appear  but  a  shifting  of  position,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  measures  already 
concerted  and  agreed  on :  the  first  object  of  which  is,  to 
secure  Halifax  against  any  attack  from  the  Rebels,  and 
whither  the  fleet  and  army  are  now  destined.  The  noble 
Duke  has  dwelt  greatly  on  the  native  prowess  and  martial 
disposition  of  the  Rebels.  I  am  not  very  much  inclined  to 
throw  out  reflections  upon  bodies  of  men,  or  to  suppose  that 
any  of  the  subjects  of  this  empire  are  deficient  in  courage ; 
but  further  than  that  general  supposition,  I  must  confess  I 
cannot  discover  any  proofs  of  superior  courage  the  Rebels 
have  displayed,  either  on  this  or  any  former  occasion  :  they 
were  certainly  five  times  the  number  of  the  King's  troops ; 
they  enjoyed  every  advantage  of  situation  ;  and  yet  for  all 
that  they  permitted  the  troops  to  embark,  and  carry  off 
everything  they  desired,  without  the  least  molestation. 
Their  great  knowledge  in  the  military  art  has  likewise  been 
loudly  trumpeted  ;  but  what  has  been  the  fruit  of  it  ?  The 
expertness  of  their  engineers  was  such  that  they  threw  a 
bomb  into  the  town,  which  wounded  six  persons,  two  of 
whom  are  since  dead. 

The  noble  Duke  says,  that  the  misconduct  of  those  who 
negotiated  the  Hessian  treaty  was  the  reason  that  the  Hes- 
sians have  not  sailed  from  Spithead.  I  do  assure  your 
Lordships  that  the  fact  is  entirely  otherwise ;  for  however 
willing  the  Hessian  General  might  be  to  wait  for  the  arrival 
of  the  remainder  of  the  troops  which  were  to  serve  under 
his  command  in  America,  as  soon  as  he  received  a  message 
from  his  Majesty  to  proceed  to  the  place  of  his  destination, 
he  instantly  complied,  without  expressing  the  least  unwil- 
lingness or  dissatisfaction.  The  noble  Duke  says,  there 
must  have  been  a  convention  between  General  Howe  and 
the  Rebel  commander;  which,  I  do  assure  his  Grace,  was 
by  no  means  the  case ;  no  convention,  stipulation,  conces- 
sion, or  compromise  whatever,  having  been  made.  The 
General  thought  proper  to  shift  his  position,  in  order,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  protect  Halifax,  and  after  that  object  was 
secured,  to  penetrate  by  that  way  into  the  interior  of  the 
country,  and  pursue  his  future  intended  operations,  when, 
instead  of  a  dispirited  and  enfeebled  soldiery,  I  trust  your 
Lordships  will  be  at  once  convinced,  that  the  men  will  exert 
themselves  with  the  resolution  and  ardour  they  have  ever 
manifested  in  the  pursuit  of  military  glory,  and  that  the  Ge- 
neral will  exhibit  the  most  full  and  satisfactory  proofs,  that 
his  evacuating  Boston  was  the  consequence  of  a  resolu- 
tion previously  taken,  on  the  wisest  and  best  concerted 
motives. 

The  Marquis  oi  Rockingham.  I  was  in  the  country 
when  the  Gazette,  containing  the  account  now  so  warmly 
defended,  fell  into  my  hands ;  and  riiough  I  had  no  other 
information  to  direct  me,  I  confess  it  struck  me  as  equally 
ridiculous  and  improbable.  Is  there  one  of  your  Lordships, 
though  nothing  else  had  transpired  relative  to  the  transac- 
tion, can  be  persuaded  to  believe  that  the  Provincial  Gene- 


ral would  have  ever  permitted  the  evacuation  in  the  manner 
related,  if  there  had  not  been  an  understanding  between  him 
and  the  British  Commander-in-Chief?  But,  my  Lords, 
we  are  not  left  to  grope  our  way  in  order  to  discover  what 
really  happened;  conjecture  alone,  if  exercised  on  such  cir- 
cumstances, would  amount  to  proof  positive ;  but  there  is 
no  occasion  to  rely  upon  conjecture  or  probabihties ;  there 
are  several  lettei-s  from  officers  on  the  spot,  which  all  sub- 
stantially contradict  what  your  Lordships  have  heard  this 
day  ;  those  letters  may  vary  from  each  other  in  some  ])arli- 
culars,  but  they  all  uniformly  agree  in  one  thing,  which  the 
noble  Earl  in  office  seems  to  be  totally  ignorant  of;  that  is, 
that  the  troops  were  compelled,  by  the  operations  of  the 
enemy,  to  take  the  resolution  of  quitting  the  town  ;  and 
that  they  were  afterwards  permitted  to  quit  it  unmolested, 
by  agreement.  If  there  was  no  other  proof  but  one,  that 
alone  would  be  decisive  to  determine  my  judgment ;  the 
one  I  mean  is,  that  the  General  and  Admiral  only  waited 
for  a  wind  to  waft  them  to  the  place  of  their  destination, 
when  the  account  came  away.  Why  not  destroy  the  town 
in  pursuance  of  the  general  instruction,  when  they  thought 
proper  to  shift  their  position  ?  Or,  if  compelled  to  abandon 
it,  why  not  raise  it  to  the  foundations,  by  way  of  retaliation  ? 
If  there  was  no  convention,  no  treaty  or  agreement,  how 
will  they  answer  to  Government  for  this  disobedience  of 
orders  ?  But,  ray  Lords,  there  are  numerous  accounts  in 
town,  some  of  which  I  have  seen  myself,  from  gentlemen  of 
no  less  veracity  than  either  the  General  or  Admiral.  The 
account  they  give  is  shortly  this  :  That  on  the  morning  of 
the  2d  of  March,  the  garrison  discovered  that  a  battery  had 
been  raised  on  Dorchester-Heights  the  preceding  evening, 
which  commanded  the  greatest  part  of  the  town  ;  that  the 
next  day,  (the  3d,)  the  Provincials  continued  to  fire  on  the 
town,  and  annoyed  the  garrison  and  inhabitants  extremely ; 
that  the  situation  of  the  troops  now  became  extremely  criti- 
cal, as  the  fleet  could  give  them  no  effectual  assistance ; 
that  a  Council  of  War  was  held  on  the  same  day,  in  which 
it  was  resolved  to  attack  the  Heights  o^  Dorchester,  in  order 
to  dislodge  the  enemy,  it  being  universally  agreed  that  the 
town  was  no  longer  tenable,  unless  that  service  was  effect- 
ed ;  and,  accordingly,  the  proper  dispositions  were  made  to 
carry  on  the  attack  the  next  morning,  but  that  the  General 
had  been  prevented  by  a  very  great  storm  which  arose  ; 
that  on  the  next  day,  (the  5th,)  the  Selectmen  went  out  to 
General  Washington,  to  treat  with  him,  and  that  after  some 
messages  had  passed  on  both  sides,  it  was  agreed,  on  the 
7th,  that  the  King's  troops  should  evacuate  the  town,  in 
the  manner  which  afterwards  took  effect ;  and  that  accord- 
ingly the  troops  and  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  chose  their 
protection,  embarked  on  the  17th.  If  these  accounts  are 
true,  of  which  I  have  very  little  doubt,  your  Lordships  will 
perceive,  that  though  possibly  there  might  be  no  formal 
convention,  no  capitulation  signed,  which,  I  understood,  was 
avoided  by  the  Generals  on  both  sides,  for  particular  rea- 
sons, that  in  whatever  manner  the  business  might  have  been 
negotiated,  it  had  every  substantial  requisite  of  a  treaty  or 
compromise,  as  much  as  if  it  had  been  ever  so  solemnly 
authenticated  or  subscribed.  The  troops  were  permitted  to 
evacuate  the  town  without  interruption,  because  they  en- 
gaged on  the  other  hand  not  to  burn  or  destroy  it,  either 
previous  to  their  departure,  or  after  they  got  aboard  their 
ships.  The  noble  Earl  tells  you  that  the  troops  have  pro- 
ceeded to  Halifax.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  cer- 
tainty he  has  that  they  can  proceed  there :  I  presume  the 
noble  Lord  is  not  ignorant  how  veiy  difficult  it  is  to  navi- 
gate those  seas  in  that  very  tempestuous  season  of  the  year, 
just  at  the  time  of  the  equinox,  when  a  constant  northwest- 
erly wind  sets  in.  1  should  have  imagined  that  no  man  in 
his  senses,  so  incumbered  with  military  stores,  cannon,  pas- 
sengers, ti-oops,  &;c.,  would  think  of  such  a  measure,  without 
he  was  driven  to  it  by  necessity ;  nor  can  I  be  persuaded, 
that  the  Admiral  would  have  ever  consented  to  so  rash  an 
act,  upon  mere  motives  of  forwarding  the  future  operations 
of  the  campaign.  Only  consider  a  minute,  my  Lords,  and 
you  must  trenfble  for  the  fate  of  bodi  the  Army  and  Navy : 
consider  how  many  thousand  persons  are  aboard  this  fleet, 
and  think  what  a  dreadful  circumstance  it  must  be,  to  have 
them  forced  to  sea  in  such  a  climate,  and  such  a  season.  I 
confess  I  tremble  for  their  fate,  and  should  not  be  surprised 
to  hear,  by  the  first  accounts  received  from  that  quarter,  that 
they  were  either  blown  away  to  the  West-Indies,  or  had  all 
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perished  on  the  dreary  coasts  o( America.  Supposing,  then, 
that  we  iiad  no  account  of  the  true  motives  which  obhgcd 
the  General  to  evacuate  lioaton,  charity  would  induce  us 
to  beli(!ve  tliat  he  would  never  risk  the  lives,  nay,  the  very 
event  of  the  |)resent  campaign,  perhaps  of  every  future  one, 
upon  so  senseless,  hazardous,  and  wanton  a  project. 

IJut,  my  Lords,  if  the  Gazette  account  bears  every  mark 
of  absurdity  and  improbability,  the  article  which  next  fol- 
lows it  no  less  deserves  to  be  treated  with  contempt.  It 
informs  you,  that  a  Commission  is  granted  to  Lord  Howe 
and  General  Jloive,  to  offer  pardons  and  restore  peace  :  that 
is,  after  the  speech  announced  that  Commissioners  would  be 
sent  out  to  treat  with  America,  for  the  purposes  alluded  to, 
seven  months  are  nearly  elapsed,  the  winter  and  spring  are 
suffered  to  pass  over,  before  you  hear  a  syllable  of  the  mat- 
ter ;  and  then,  just  at  the  entrance  of  the  campaign,  after 
the  nation  has  been  put  to  the  expense  of  so  many  millions, 
the  first  step  towards  peace  and  conciliation  is  taken.  But 
this,  my  Lords,  is  merely  to  amuse  and  deceive,  and  done 
purely  with  a  view  to  persuade  the  nation  that  peace  is  in 
contemplation,  in  order  to  counterbalance  the  disgrace  the 
British  arms  have  suffered.  I  am  glad  to  hear  of  peace 
at  all  events,  though  when  I  first  read  the  Gazette  of  Satur- 
day, I  must  fairiy  own  I  could  hardly  forbear  laughing  at 
the  whole  account  taken  together. 

Another  thing  stmck  me  in  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
missioners. No  man  has  a  higher  opinion  of  the  bravery 
and  military  and  naval  skill  of  those  gentlemen  than  I  have  ; 
but  1  confess  I  am  yet  to  learn,  if  there  be  any  serious  in- 
tention in  Government  to  conciliate  matters  with  America, 
the  propriety  of  selecting  them  for  the  execution  of  so  ardu- 
ous and  weighty  an  undertaking.  1  should  have  imagined 
that  a  fitter  choice  might  have  been  made;  or  that  others, 
more  conversant  in  negotiation,  would  have  been  very  pro- 
perly added.  On  the  whole,  my  Lords,  I  think  the  Ga- 
zette does  not  contain  information  sufficient  to  direct  you  in 
your  future  proceedings.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  troops 
evacuated  the  town  by  compulsion,  not  choice ;  and  con- 
sequently, that  the  present  motion  is  absolutely  necessary, 
and,  as  such,  I  shall  be  for  giving  it  my  hearty  concur- 


rence. 


The  Earl  oi  Effingham.  My  Lords,  that  Boston  was 
not  evacuated  from  the  motives  so  strongly  urged  by  the 
noble  Earl  in  office,  I  trust  your  Lordships  are  already  per- 
fectly satisfied  of.  I  speak  with  great  diffidence  on  military 
matters  in  the  presence  of  such  of  your  Lordships  as,  from 
your  long  experience,  are  enabled  to  be  so  much  better  judges; 
but  as  nothing  has  been  offered  on  that  part  of  the  subject, 
your  Ijordships  will,  I  hope,  permit  me  to  state  my  reasons 
■why  I  think  it  was  totally  impracticable  for  the  troops  to 
remain  any  longer  at  Boston  with  safety,  or  to  quit  it  with- 
out burning  the  town,  or  suffering  the  total  loss  of  their  rear 
guard.  The  battery  opened  on  Dorchester-Heights,  sup- 
ported by  that  long  since  raised  on  Phipp's  Farm,  com- 
manded the  greatest  part  of  (he  town,  and  upwards  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  beach,  from  which  the  army  was  to  embark. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  batteri^  on  Noddle's  Island  render- 
ed the  state  of  the  fleet  so  very  uneasy,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  either  the  army  or  navy  to  remain  any  longer  in 
their  former  situation  without  being  compelled  to  dislodge 
the  enemy.  This  was  what  the  Provincials  wanted  ;  be- 
cause, should  the  attack  miscarry  on  the  part  of  the  Royal 
Army,  its  destruction  would  be  inevitable,  while  all  the  Pro- 
vincials risked  was  the  loss  of  a  few  men,  and  returning  to 
their  former  stations.  The  General  was  perfectly  apprised 
of  this  ;  and,  accordingly,  after  taking  the  sense  of  a  Coun- 
cil of  War,  determined  to  attack  the  Heights  of  Dorchester. 
Your  Lordships  have  been  informed  that  a  storm  prevented 
him,  and  I  believe  it  was  very  fortunate  it  did  ;  for  in  all 
probability  it  would  have  terminated  in  the  destruction  of 
the  whole  army.  This  intention  being  thus  abandoned, 
there  remained  but  the  alternative  of  entering  into  a  con- 
vention, no  matter  whether  by  writing  or  parole,  or  of  set- 
ting fire  to  the  town,  and,  under  the  interruption  such  a 
conflagration  must  have  occasioned,  escaping  aboard  the 
ships  and  transports  lying  in  the  harbour.  Even  in  this 
event  the  slaughter  must  have  been  great,  and  the  whole 
rear  guard,  as  I  observed  before,  must  have  been  sacrificed 
to  the  j)reservation  of  the  rest  of  the  army,  and  probably  the 
body  posted  at  Bunker's  Hill  would  have  been  made  pri- 
soners.    This  was  the  alteniative  left  to  General  Howe ; 


and  fortunately  he  embraced  that  part  of  it  which  was  the 
means  of  saving  the  town  and  the  troops  under  his  command. 
Any  person  in  the  least  conversant  in  military  matters, 
and  who  has  seen  the  plan  of  Boston  and  its  environs,  will 
immediately  perceive,  that  if  some  treaty  had  not  taken 
place,  this,  or  something  similar  to  it,  would  have  been  the 
consequence.  To  endeavour,  therefore,  to  mislead  your 
Lordships  with  any  idea  that  the  army  came  off  unmolested 
in  triumph,  is  too  gross  even  to  call  for  detection.  To  make 
one  observation  more :  will  the  noble  Earl  pretend  to  say, 
that  it  was  from  motives  of  tenderness  that  Boston  was  not 
burnt,  or  that  it  was  impracticable  to  do  it  without  loss? 
His  Lordship  will  hardly  seriously  affirm  the  former  to  be 
the  case ;  and  if  he  should  insist  on  the  latter,  I  will  inform 
his  Lordship,  that  nothing  on  earth  could  be  more  easily 
effected ;  for  if  the  army  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Pro- 
vincials in  the  event  of  an  open  deliberate  embarkation,  they 
would  still  have  less  to  fear  by  setting  the  town  on  fire, 
for  they  might  have  filled  the  houses  with  combustibles,  so 
as  totally  to  have  blown  up  and  destroyed  it.  But,  my 
Lords,  supposing  that  the  Gazette  represented  matters  as  they 
really  happened ;  suppose  that  the  troops  embarked  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy,  without  compromise  and  without  interruption : 
will  any  noble  Lord  in  office  rise  and  say  that  be  believes 
General  Howe  is  safely  arrived  at  Halifax  1  Is  it  not  much 
more  probable  that  the  fleet  is  blown  to  Antigua,  is  separa- 
ted and  dispersed  by  storms,  or  is  now  tossing  about  in  the 
Atlantick  Ocean  ?  If  even  the  troops  should  have  an  ex- 
peditious and  favourable  voyage  to  Halifax,  how  will  they 
draw  provisions  from  a  country  far  from  being  fertile,  and 
at  present  much  exhausted  from  the  frequent  supplies  sent 
to  Boston  1  Or,  allowing  them  to  be  safely  landed  and 
plentifully  provided  with  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  how  will 
they  be  able  to  maintain  their  ground  against  a  superior 
force  ?  Possibly  Halifax  will  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
Provincials  before  they  reach  it ;  but  granting  it  should  not, 
it  is  well  known  that  Halifax  has  no  regular  defences  ;  that 
it  is  only  surrounded  by  a  ditch  strengthened  by  palisadoes ; 
and  that  the  buildings  are  all  composed  of  wood  ;  so  that, 
taking  the  matter  in  any  light,  the  measure  is  full  of  danger ; 
for  either  the  superior  force  of  the  Provincials  may  either 
force  the  works,  or,  if  they  choose  to  act  more  cautiously, 
they  may,  with  little  trouble  and  less  risk,  reduce  the  wood- 
en buildings  to  ashes.  These,  my  Lords,  are  no  more  than 
so  many  suppositions,  far  from  being  supported  by  any 
grounds  of  probability  ;  for  I  doubt  that  the  troops  will  ever 
reach  Halifax ;  and  I  am  well  persuaded  if  they  do,  that, 
as  at  Boston,  Administration  will  be  obliged  to  supply  them 
with  provisions  from  Leadenhall  Market. 

Lord  Wycombe,  [Earl  of  Shelburne.]  My  sentiments  re- 
specting the  present  unnatural  war,  carrying  on  against  Ame- 
rica, are  already  sufficiently  known.  I  have  all  along  looked 
upon  it  to  be  cruel,  unjust,  inexpedient,  and  oppressive ;  and 
I  am  confident,  if  obstinately  pureued,  it  will  end  in  the  de- 
struction of  both  countries.  For  the  reasons  that  have  bgen 
already  so  ably  stated  by  the  noble  Duke  who  made  the 
motion,  I  came  down  this  day  to  second  it.  I  think  it  high- 
ly necessary  that  your  Lordships  should  be  fully  informed, 
otherwise  how  is  it  possible  you  can  be  enabled  to  give  your 
advice  to  your  Sovereign  ?  If  I  even  entertained  a  better 
opinion  than  I  do  of  the  abilities  of  those  in  power,  I  should 
still  think  that  they  do  not  possess  all  the  wisdom  of  the 
nation.  Your  Lordships  are  the  constitutional  great  coun- 
cil. It  is  your  duty  and  your  province,  as  the  hereditary 
counsellors  of  the  Crown,  to  consult  together,  to  deliberate, 
and  advise.  How  is  it  possible  that  you  can  discharge  this 
important  trust  without  proper  information,  and  a  previous 
knowledge  of  the  facts  on  which  you  are  to  determine? 
The  noble  Eari  says,  the  plan  of  future  operations  is  so 
blended  and  mixed  with  the  mere  detail  of  the  evacuation 
and  embarkation  of  the  troops,  that  it  is  impossible  to  give 
one  without  disclosing  the  other.  This,  my  Lords,  is  a  new 
language  to  me,  either  as  an  official  man  or  a  member  of 
this  House.  I  know,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  serve  his 
Majesty,  I  looked  upon  it  as  an  essential  part  of  my  duty, 
and  was  prompted  by  inclination,  to  give  every  possible  in- 
formation to  your  Lordships,  whenever  you  called  for  it.  I 
was  always  proud  of  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  the  House 
in  this  respect,  because  I  looked  upon  it  to  be  the  best  test 
of  the  purity  of  my  intentions,  how  much  soever  it  might 
tend  to  impeach  my  judgment.     This,  I  know,  was  the 
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uniform  language  of  Ministers  during  the  late  reign ;  and  I 
remember,  too,  their  conduct  exactly  corresponded  with 
their  professions.  I  recollect  a  particular  instance  of  it  re- 
specting Abercromhy's  defeat,  in  the  height  of  the  late  war, 
when  Lord  Chatham  caused  every  particular  of  tliat  melan- 
choly event  to  be  announced  in  the  Gazette,  in  the  very 
terms  he  had  received  it.  He  did  not  confine  himself  to  the 
mere  fact,  that  an  attack  had  been  made,  and  that  it  proved 
unsuccessful;  no,  my  Lords,  he  committed  himself  to  the 
publick.  He  did  not  look  upon  himself  as  responsible  for 
victory.  He  laid  the  whole  detail  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  nation  at  large,  and  by  so  doing  he  ensured  that  confi- 
dence which  a  contrary  conduct  would  have  certainly  de- 
prived him  of.  It  has  been  reserved,  my  Lords,  for  the 
present  Ministers  to  either  withhold  all  information,  or  sup- 
press everything  that  does  not  answer  their  immediate  pur- 
poses. They  refuse  to  tell  you  anything ;  or,  if  they  do,  they 
will  only  tell  you  it  in  their  own  words.  The  Gazette  says, 
that  General  Hoiue  embarked  without  the  least  interruption. 
Gi-anted:  but  does  it  say  or  assign  any  reason  why  the 
troops  were  not  molested  ?  No  ;  it  is  entirely  silent  on  that 
head.  But  suppose  that  the  fact  was  really  as  it  is  repre- 
sented ;  that  the  troops  were  not  molested,  nor  that  there 
was  no  convention  or  treaty  whatever:  I  think  I  could  ac- 
count for  it  on  motives  very  different  from  those  assigned 
by  the  noble  Earl  in  office.  His  Lordship  asserts  that  it 
was  owing  to  the  great  abilities  and  military  skill  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief.  No  man  entertains  a  higher  opinion 
of  both  than  I  do ;  but  I  think  it  may  be  easily  accounted 
for,  without  attributing  it  either  entirely  to  that,  or  to  any 
backwardness  in  the  Provincials.  I  remember  a  very  great 
man  who  died  fighting  in  the  cause  of  America,  (Dr.  War- 
ren,) in  one  of  his  publications,  advises  his  countrymen  to  a 
defensive  war.  May  we  not,  then,  well  suppose,  if  the 
matter  cannot  be  otherwise  accounted  for,  that  General 
Washington,  acting  on  the  same  principle,  might  wish  that 
the  Royal  Army  should  depart  from  Boston  without  any 
further  consequences  ?  If  it  has  evacuated  Boston  in  the 
manner  published  by  authority,  and  without  any  conven- 
tion or  stipulation,  the  conduct  of  the  Provincials  can  only 
be  accounted  for  on  the  principle  I  have  now  mentioned — 
that  of  acting  on  the  defensive.  But,  my  Lords,  I  can 
hardly  persuade  myself  that  this  was  the  case.  I  am  rather 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  troops  were  permitted  to  em- 
bark without  molestation,  in  return  for  saving  the  town. 
Yet,  my  Lords,  allowing  all  the  Gazette  has  told  you  to  be 
literally  true,  what  a  melancholy  picture  does  it  hold  out? 
It  is,  indeed,  my  Lords,  of  a  piece  with  all  the  rest.  It  is 
like  sending  S\r  Peter  Parker  at  a  season  of  the  year  in 
which  it  is  a  hundred  to  one  that  he  ever  reached  the  place 
of  his  destination.  The  event  has  proved  the  folly  and 
ignorance  of  those  who  planned  this  desperate  expedition. 
First,  that  gentleman  received  orders  to  proceed.  He  was 
then  countermanded,  and  again  desired  to  adhere  to  his  first 
inslructions.  He  at  length  sailed ;  and  the  first  account 
that  we  have  received  of  the  expedition  is,  that  his  fleet 
was  dispersed  in  a  storm  ;  and  that  the  commander  and  the 
shattered  remains  of  his  squadron  have  taken  shelter  in  An- 
tigua. Such,  my  Lords,  has  been  the  unhappy  fate  of  an 
armament  on  which  such  great  expectations  were  formed ; 
and  such,  I  fear,  will  be  the  fate  of  the  measure  your  Lord- 
ships have  heard  this  day  so  highly  extolled. 

This  country,  already  burdened  much  beyond  its  abilities, 
is  now  on  the  eve  of  groaning  under  new  taxes,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  this  cruel  and  destructive  war.  Two 
aru-uments,  both  plausible,  but  both  equally  ill-founded,  were 
made  use  of  by  the  Minister  in  the  other  House,  on  the 
principle  and  mode  of  taxing.  It  was  said  the  kingdom 
was  in  a  most  flourishing  state,  therefore  was  able  to  bear 
additional  taxes.  It  was  urged,  since  taxes  were  to  be 
levied,  they  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  luxuries  of  life.  On  the 
first  head,  I  shall  ever  continue  to  think  the  very  reverse, 
while  the  arguments  of  a  late  writer  (Dr.  Price)  remain 
uncontradicted ;  nor  shall  I  ever  be  persuaded  that  stage- 
coaches, deeds,  or  newspapers,  come  within  the  description 
of  luxury,  however  confidently  asserted.  The  definition  of 
luxury  I  have  always  been  taught  to  be  simply  this :  the 
growth  of  foreign  countries,  articles  alone  of  foreign  .impor- 
tation ;  not  the  produce  of  this  kingdom,  or  the  effects  of 
national  industry.  I  do  venture  to  assert,  that  the  event 
will  prove  that  this  country  is  already  taxed  to  its  full  ex- 
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tent ;  and  that  ever}'  new  tax  you  can  devise,  will  interfere 
with  some  other,  and  only  vary  the  mode  of  collecting  the 
taxes,  not  increase  the  receipt.  I  must  confess  it  is°per- 
fectly  new  to  me  to  be  told  that  deeds,  leases,  and  inden- 
tures, are  different  species  of  luxury ;  if  they  are,  I  know 
of  no  transaction  whatever  that  may  not  be  brought  within 
the  same  description.  I  believe  the  contrary  requires  no 
proof.  A  person  in  the  law,  whose  business  is  far  from 
being  extensive,  has  assured  me  that  this  tax  will  be  very 
severely  felt,  and  that  it  will  make  a  difference  of  thirty 
pounds  a  year  even  to  hiin. 

The  noble  Eari  who  has  this  day  entertained  your  lord- 
ships so  ably,  tells  you  that  General  Howe  has  only  "  shift- 
ed his  position ;"  that  he  is  gone  to  the  relief  of  Halifax, 
which  is  in  a  defenceless  state.  Why  was  that  place,  from 
which  such  wondei-s  are  to  be  achieved,  left  in  a  defence- 
less state?  Or  why  Jrust  its  security  to  the  precarious  re- 
lief of  succours  sent  thither  at  so  dangerous  and  boisterous 
a  season  of  the  year?  Even  allowing  the  noble  Eari'a 
facts  and  arguments  to  be  exactly  as  he  has  stated  them,  I 
am  yet  to  learn  the  propriety  of  the  phrase  "  shifting  a  posi- 
tion." P'rom  the  little  of  military  operations  I  have  been 
acquainted  with,  I  never  understood  an  actual  abandonment 
of  an  enterprise  to  be  shifting  a  position.  On  the  whole, 
my  Lords,  as  1  look  upon  the  war  itself  to  be  cruel,  unjust, 
Ojjpressive,  and  vindictive,  so  I  look  upon  the  conduct  of  it 
hitherto  to  be  contrary  to  every  rule  of  sound  policy,  pru- 
dence, and  common  sense.  I  think  it  is  full  time,  there- 
fore, that  your  Lordships  and  the  publick  should  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  true  state  of  our  affairs  in  America ;  for 
which  reason,  as  the  first  step  towards  it,  I  heartily  concur 
in  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  Duke. 

The  Eari  of  Suffolk.  The  noble  Eari  [Effingham]  has 
expressed  his  astonishment  that  no  despatches  have  been 
sent  to  General  Howe  for  some  months  ;  and  the  only  proof 
he  has  brought  in  favour  of  this  assertion  is  no  more  than 
that  no  despatches  have  reached  him  ;  and  that  he  was,  at 
the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  Boston,  totally  ignorant  of 
everything  which  passed  in  Europe  since  the  meeting  of 
Pariiament.  The  noble  Earl  has  likewise  stated  his  fears 
for  the  army  and  fleet,  under  the  command  of  General  Howe 
and  Admiral  Shuldham,  on  account  of  the  dangers  of  the 
sea,  and  uncertainty  of  the  winds  and  waves.  Now,  as  in 
one  instance  his  Lordship  has  laid  such  great  stress  on  the 
difficulties  to  be  encountered  on  the  watery  element,  might 
not  the  noble  Lord,  by  a  parity  of  reason  and  similarity  of 
conclusion,  have  been  led  to  suppose  that  despatches  had 
been  sent  to  General  Howe,  though  none  of  them  had 
reached  him  previous  to  the  date  of  this  last  letter  ?  I  ob- 
serve, too,  that  the  noble  Earl  and  the  noble  Duke  who 
made  the  motion,  have  insisted  much  on  the  disgrace  of 
quitting  Boston,  and  represented  it  as  productive  of  the 
most  fatal  consequences.  This,  I  confess,  appears  to  me  a  ' 
little  extraordinary,  that  the  noble  Lords  should  so  suddenly 
change  their  sentiments.  While  we  retained  possession  of 
that  town,  it  was  disgraceful  to  have  a  British  Army  cooped 
up  in  it.  It  was  called  the  grave  of  the  British  soldiery.  It 
was  represented  as  an  insignificant  spot,  of  no  consequence, 
in  which  we  were  wasting  our  blood  and  treasure  to  no  pur- 
pose; but  now,  all  of  a  sudden,  the  evacuation  of  it  is  mag- 
nified into  an  actual  loss,  and  that  loss  again  represented 
no  less  disgraceful  to  our  arms  than  destructive  to  tlie  suc- 
cess of  our  affairs  in  that  country. 

Lord  Viscount  Weymouth.  I  should  not  have  troubled 
your  Lordships  upon  the  subject  of  this  day's  debate,  were 
it  not  to  prevent  the  noble  Lords,  who  have  supported  the 
present  motion,  from  imputing  the  silence  of  Administration 
to  suUenness,  or  any  want  of  attention.  It  is  purely  to  ob- 
viate such  an  ill-founded  imputation  that  I  rise  to  declare, 
in  a  few  words,  my  reasons  for  giving  a  negative  to  a  motion 
which  may  be  the  means  of  laying  any  infonnation  before  . 
your  Lordships,  not  fit  for  publick  inspection.  I  am  sure 
the  letters  now  desired  would  certainly  come  within  that 
description,  because  they  contain  a  plan  of  the  General's 
intended  operations.  The  account  in  the  Gazette  is,  I  think, 
fully  sufficient.  It  tells  you  that  the  General  formed  the 
resolution  of  quitting  Boston.  It  tells  you  that  he  effected 
it  without  the  loss  of  a  man  ;  and  that  he  brought  off"  all  his 
ba^'i-age,  artillery,  ammunition,  stores,  &.c.  The  noble  Earl 
has  informed  your  Lordships  very  truly,  that  it  has,  for 
several  months,  been  determined  to  alter  the  plan  of  opera- 
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tions,  as  the  state  of  afiairs  in  that  country  has  made  such 
an  alteration  necessary.  The  General  has  accordingly  eva- 
cuated Boston ;  not  because  it  was  not  tenable,  but  because 
the  service  required  his  presence  elsewhere.  To  explain 
iiis  reasons,  therefore,  for  embarking  aboard  the  fleet,  in 
order  to  proceed  to  Halifax,  would  be,  in  fact,  disclosing 
what  it  is  the  interest  of  iliis  country  most  earnestly  to  pre- 
vent. It  would  be  disclosing  no  less  than  the  whole  plan 
of  his  future  operations. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  cannot  avoid  observing  that  the 
noble  Duke,  and  another  noble  Lord  who  spoke  on  the 
same  side,  have  given  the  strongest  testimony  in  favour  of 
the  military  capacity  of  the  General,  and  the  bravery  and 
spirit  of  the  troops.  The  noble  Duke  says  that  the  em- 
barkation was  effected  with  the  cool  indifference  which 
attends  the  removal  of  a  regiment  in  England  from  one 
place  of  country  quarters  to  another.  The  other  noble 
Lord,  who  was  bred  to  the  military  profession,  [I^ord  Ef- 
fingham,] has  expressed  his  wonder  and  astonishment  how 
it  was  possible  for  the  General  to  bring  off  his  troops  with- 
out great  loss  and  slaughter  on  both  sides.  I  shall  say  no 
more,  my  Lords,  but  to  repeat  that  I  think  the  account 
in  the  Gazette  contains  a  true  state  of  the  transaction  ;  that 
a  fuller  could  not  be  given,  without  revealing  matter  which 
we  should  wish  to  conceal  from  the  enemy ;  and  that  for 
this  last  reason  alone,  I  shall  be  against  complying  with  the 
present  motion. 

Lord  Ravenworth.  I  am  very  unwilling  to  trespass  on 
your  Lordships'  time  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day;  but  I 
cannot  help  rising  to  express  my  astonishment  at  the  lan- 
guage held  by  the  servants  of  the  Crown  on  the  present 
occasion.  Though  I  heartily  disapprove  of  the  war,  be- 
cause I  look  upon  it  to  be  founded  in  injustice,  as  depriving 
the  people  of  America  of  both  their  liberty  and  property, 
as  long  as  your  Lordships  continue  to  approve  of  it  nothing 
should  be  omitted  on  the  part  of  Administration  to  render  it 
successful ;  and  I  allow  there  is  nothing  they  should  more 
cautiously  avoid  than  giving  any  information  which  might 
tend  to  obstruct  or  defeat  the  execution  of  their  measures. 
It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  think  the  noble  Duke's  motion 
much  too  general  and  extensive ;  and  if  his  Grace  will 
permit  me,  1  will  propose  an  amendment,  to  confine  the  in- 
formation now  desired  merely  to  the  evacuation  of  Boston, 
and  the  measures  preparatory  to  it.  [Here  his  Lordship, 
to  show  that  the  uniform  usage  of  office  during  tlie  late 
reign  was  to  lay  the  whole  despatch  nakedly  before  the 
publick  as  it  was  received,  produced  several  London  Ga- 
zettes, and  read  their  dates,  containing  an  account  of  the 
battles  of  Hastenbeck  and  Fontenoy,  Braddoclc's  defeat, 
and  the  slaughter  of  the  British  troops  at  St.  Cos.]  In 
this  last  instance,  I  recollect,  the  great  man  who  then 
directed  our  publick  affairs  was  so  careful  to  inform  the 
nation  of  that  fatal  disaster,  though  he  received  the  account 
late  at  night,  in  bed,  he  instantly  arose,  and  ordered  it  to 
be  copied  and  sent  to  the  printer  of  the  Gazette  the  same 
night,  giving  particular  directions  that  a  Gazette  Extraordi- 
nary should  be  published.  This  was  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Chatham,  and  of  every  preceding  Minister  since  ever  I  can 
recollect  anything  of  publick  affairs.  Whatever  motives 
Administration  may  have  for  suppressing  the  details  now 
called  for,  I  cannot  conjecture.  I  know  it  bears  the  most 
unfavourable  appearance.  I  am  resolved,  however,  to  put 
them  to  the  test,  by  amending  the  motion  in  such  a  manner 
as  will  not  leave  it  in  their  power  to  refuse,  without  tacitly 
confessing  that  they  wish  to  conceal  what  your  Lordships 
and  the  publick  have  an  indubitable  right  to  be  acquainted 
with.  After  the  motion  as  it  now  stands,  I  shall  therefore 
move  the  following  amendment :  "  so  far  as  do  not  relate  to 
the  intended  operations  of  the  present  campaign." 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk,  I  must  be  against  the  amended 
motion,  for  the  same  reasons  I  urged  against  complying 
with  it  in  its  original  state.  The  narrative  relative  to  the 
evacuation  of  Boston  is  so  blended  and  mixed  with  the 
concerted  plan  of  operations,  that  it  is  impossible  to  sepa- 
rate them,  so  as  to  give  the  information  desired,  without  at 
the  same  time  disclosing  circumstances  not  proper  for  the 
publick. 

The  question  was  then  suddenly  put,  on  which  an  alter- 
cation arose  between  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Duke  of 
Bolton ;  the  latter  insisting  that  the  question  ought  to  have 
been  put  separately  on  the  motion  and  the  amendment, 


and  the  former  contending  that,  as  the  noble  Duke  consent- 
ed to  the  amendment,  both  now  made  hut  one  motion. 

The  Duke  of  Bolton.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent unhappy  dispute  with  America,  I  avoided  to  take  any 
decided  part  on  either  side.  I  am  far  from  approving  of 
the  cause  of  the  war,  much  less  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  conducted  ;  yet  I  have  remained  silent  to  this  day, 
and  have  never  voted  once  but  in  favour  of  the  Restraining 
bill,  which  I  thought  a  very  proper  measure  at  the  time.  I 
cannot  say  that  I  approve  entirely  of  the  motion,  eitlier  in 
its  original  or  amended  state.  It  was  at  first  much  too  ge- 
neral ;  nor  does  it  at  present  come  up  entirely  to  my  ideas ; 
for  I  would  have  it  specifically  confined  to  the  evacuation 
of  Boston,  as  there  may  be  several  matters  and  transactions 
that  happened  from  the  1st  to  the  17th  of  March,  besides 
the  mere  evacuation,  not  proper  to  be  divulged.  I  think,  if 
the  motion  had  been  simply  confined  to  that  object.  Admin- 
istration could  not,  with  any  colour  of  decency  or  jiropriety, 
have  refused  to  satisfy  the  publick.  It  would  have  been 
a  ground  of  just  suspicion  if  they  had.  I  cannot  but  lament 
the  conduct  of  our  naval  affairs,  so  far  as  they  respect  Ame- 
rica, particularly  when  your  Lordships  reflect  that  the  very 
mortar  which  drove  the  King's  troops  out  of  Boston  was 
permitted  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Provincials  through 
inattention  and  neglect.  I  do  not  see  the  noble  Lord  [Lord 
Townshcnd]  who  presides  at  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  this 
day  in  his  place ;  but  I  am  informed,  that  if  he  had  com- 
plied with  the  application  made  to  him,  this  important  loss 
would  never  have  happened.  I  think  the  name  of  the 
transport  was  the  Nancy,  or  the  Peggy,  the  master  of  which, 
as  soon  as  he  learned  that  this  mortar  was  to  be  put  aboard 
him,  immediately  waited  on  the  Master-General  of  the 
Ordnance,  [the  noble  Lord  before  alluded  to,]  and  acquaint- 
ed him  with  the  defenceless  state  of  his  vessel ;  adding,  that 
if  attacked  only  by  an  armed  boat,  he  must  submit.  To 
which  the  noble  Lord  returned  no  other  answer,  but  refer- 
red him  generally  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  This,  among 
many  others  of  a  similar  nature,  is  the  fullest  proof  how 
little  attention  was  paid  to  this  service.  I  will  not  pretend 
to  impute  the  fault  to  any  particular  person  ;  but  it  is  mat- 
ter of  melancholy  consideration,  that,  through  negligence  or 
incapacity,  more  than  one-half  of  the  implements  of  war 
sent  to  that  country  should  be  suffered  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy;  and,  what  is  still  woree,  that  they  should  be 
employed  in  the  expulsion  of  the  very  troops  for  whose  use 
they  were  intended. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich.  I  entirely  agree  with  the  noble 
Earl  and  noble  Viscount  who  have  stated  their  reasons, 
showing  the  impropriety  of  complying  with  the  present 
motion.  I  should  not  have  risen,  however,  wjere  it  not  to 
explain  and  answer  a  fact  or  two,  urged  by  a  noble  Lord 
on  the  other  side,  [Lord  Shelburjie,]  and  the  noble  Duke 
who  spoke  last.  The  noble  Lord  says  that  contradictory 
orders  were  sent  to  Sir  Peter  Parker;  that  he  was  delayed 
by  those  orders ;  that  he  was  sent  out  at  an  improper  sea- 
son ;  and  that  his  fleet  was  blown  away  to  the  West-Indies. 
1  do  assure  the  noble  Lord  that  he  is  totally  misinformed  as 
to  some  of  his  assertions.  Sir  Peter  Parker  received  no 
contradictory  orders,  nor  any  orders  but  those  under  which 
he  sailed.  I  had  no  hand  in  advising  that  expedition  ;  nor 
am  I  at  all  answerable  for  the  event.  I  am  convinced  it 
was  wisely  and  ably  planned  ;  but  I  am  likewise  convinced 
that  it  will  never  answer  the  expectations  first  formed  on  it. 
As  to  the  matter  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Duke  relative  to 
the  mortar  which  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Rebels,  I 
have  nothing  to  charge  myself  with.  The  transport  aboard 
which  it  was  shipped,  sailed  under  convoy.  She  parted 
company,  and  again  fell  under  convoy;  and  so  a  third  time, 
till  at  length  she  was  blown  on  the  coast  of  America,  where 
she  was  made  a  prize  of  by  the  Rebels.  These  are  acci- 
dents, against  which  no  human  foresight  can  provide ;  and 
which,  1  am  pei-suaded,  the  noble  Duke  is  fully  satisfied  it  is 
impossible  to  prevent. 

The  Duke  of  Bolton.  The  noble  Earl  has  certainly  mis- 
understood me.  I  never  meant  to  say  that  the  transport 
and  mortar  had  been  lost  for  want  of  a  convoy,  because  I 
knew  the  contrary.  1  spoke  of  a  fact  which  cannot  be  con- 
tradicted. I  spoke  of  the  application  made  to  the  noble 
Lord,  and  the  neglect  of  not  attending  to  it.  I  say,  that  if 
the  transport  had  been  armed,  that  very  mortar  which  drove 
the  King's  troops  out  of  Boston  would  have  been  employ- 
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ed  for,  not  against  them.  So  it  would  have  been  in  the 
case  of  the  artillery,  ammunition,  &tc.  I  remember  well 
that  the  transports  during  the  late  war  were  armed ;  and  I 
apj)eal  to  the  noble  Earl,  though  the  naval  force  serving  on 
the  American  station  is  in  a  proportion  of  nearly  three  to 
one  to  what  it  was  last  year,  that,  not  contented  witii  this 
increased  protection  there,  as  well  as  convoys  from  hence, 
whether  his  Lordship  has  not  taken  care  likewise  that  no 
transports  are  permitted  to  sail  to  America  until  they  are 
first  put  in  a  state  of  defence  against  the  American  cruisers. 
This  the  noble  Lord  has  gained  by  experience.  Happy  for 
both  countries,  perhaps,  if  this  method  had  been  adopted 
earlier. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  it  was  resolved  in  the 
negative.     Contents  27  :  Non-contents  64. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

Friday,  May  10,  1776. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  [Lord-Mayor  of  London]  moved,  "  That 
his  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America  be  continued  upon  the 
same  footing  of  giving  and  granting  their  money,  as  his 
Majesty's  subjects  in  Ireland  are,  by  their  own  Representa- 
tives." 

He  said,  there  was  no  necessity  for  going  into  a  long  dis- 
cussion of  the  state  of  America,  or  the  consequences  which 
might  be  expected  fromxjur  obstinately  pereisting  to  coerce 
them,  which,  he  ventured  to  foretell,  we  should  never  be  able 
to  effect.  Powerful  as  those  motives  might  appear  to  per- 
sons who  measured  right  only  by  the  probable  success  of 
effecting  wrong ;  the  equity  and  justice  of  the  English  na- 
tion, he  hoped,  would  be  called  forth  by  reasons  of  a  diffe- 
rent nature.  He  trusted  that  sentiment  would  effect  what 
nothing  but  short-sighted  interest  could  obstruct ;  and  that 
every  part  of  this  wide-extended  empire  would  experience 
the  happy  consequences  of  a  mild,  free,  and  benign  Go- 
vernment. He  condemned  the  conduct  of  Administration 
in  strong  terms.  He  urged  them  either  to  accept  of  pre- 
liminaries for  peace  with  America,  from  the  wisdom  and 
industry  of  individuals  in  the  legislature,  out  of  office,  or  to 
substitute  other  preliminaries  of  their  own  framing,  which 
should  be  more  just  and  salutary.  He  believed,  that  even  the 
sanguine  abetters  of  Government  now  gave  up  all  thoughts 
of  exacting  a  revenue  from  British  America  without  a  Par- 
liamentary representation.  His  constituents  had  recom- 
mended to  him  this  proposition  ;  it  coincided  with  his  own 
sentimgnts ;  and  it  was  therefore  with  the  utmost  satisfac- 
tion he  stood  up  to  acquit  himself  of  the  first  duty  of  a 
delegate  in  Parliament,  the  conveying  the  wishes  of  those 
by  whose  suffrages  he  had  been  deputed. 

Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  seconded  the  motion,  and  said,  if 
the  present  opportunity  of  conciliating  our  disputes  with 
America  was  neglected,  we  should  never  have  another. 
He  recommended  coming  to  some  resolution  which  might 
convince  the  people  of  that  country  that  we  did  not  mean 
to  make  slaves  of  them,  but  hold  them  as  peaceful,  useful, 
and  obedient  subjects. 

Mr.  Vyner  (the  Lord-Mayor  having  said  something  rela- 
tive to  the  country  gentlemen  giving  sixteen  shillings  in  the 
pound,  if  required,  in  a  tax  upon  their  lands,  to  continue 
the  present  civil  war)  confirmed  the  offer,  as  originating  from 
himself  in  that  House ;  and  added,  he  was  not  for  ofiering 
any  conditions  for  peace  while  an  American  had  a  musket 
on  his  shoulder. 

Hon.  Temple  Luttrell.  He  paid  many  compliments  to  Mr. 
Sawbridge  on  the  goodness  of  his  motives  for  the  part  he 
now  took;  but  was  of  opinion,  such  esteem  had  he  for  the 
right  honourable  magistrate's  disposition  and  talents,  that, 
if  he  was  to  form  a  Constitution  for  the  Colonies  to  satisfy 
his  own  mind,  he  would  have  their  interests  and  happiness 
better  provided  for  than  by  giving  them  a  Constitution  on 
the  model  of  that  of  Ireland.  A  people  so  wretched,  so 
oppressed,  were  scarcely  to  be  found  in  any  civilized  part  of 
the  globe ;  nor  could  a  more  substantial  injury,  or  a  more 
humiliating  insult,  be  offered  by  a  paramount  nation  to  one 
of  its  dependencies,  than  what  Ireland  would  experience  at 
the  hands  of  a  British  Ministry  within  forty-eight  hours,  if 
his  information  proved  authentick.  An  English  Minister 
had  abused  the  confidence  of  his  royal  master  so  far  as  to 
prevail  with  him,  in .  his  character  of  King  of  Ireland,  to 
create  hereditary  legislators  for  that  Island  from  the  clans 


of  the  mountains  of  Scotland ;  men  who,  in  their  private 
characters,  he  believed  to  be  not  only  irreproachable,  but 
amiable  and  praiseworthy,  of  authority  and  high  descent 
amidst  their  own  thanesliips  ;  yet  whose  publick  pretensions 
in  the  years  1715  and  1745,  (for  he  never  heard  of  any 
other,)  now  constmed  loyalty,  were  still,  in  the  eye  of  our 
Constitution,  acts  of  infamy  and  rebellion.  He  should  be 
told,  perhaps,  that  this  power  was  a  part  of  the  rightful  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown  ;  an  idea  to  which  he  could  never 
subscribe,  while  he  remembered  the  wise  and  sterling  defi- 
nition of  prerogative  given  us  by  Mr.  Locke,  who  says,  it  is 
"  a  discretionary  power  of  acting  for  the  publick  good,  where 
the  positive  laws  are  silent ;  if  that  discretionary  power  be 
abused  to  the  publick  detriment,  such  prerogative  is  exerted 
in  an  unconstitutional  manner."  Was  this  acting  for  the 
publick  good  ?  To  bestow  those  privileges  and  pre-emi- 
nences which  are  attached  to  the  peerage  of  a  kingdom,  on 
persons  whose  names  and  families  are  utterly  unknown  to 
the  natives  of  such  kingdom,  and  without  any  ties  of  pro- 
perty, of  local  services,  or  affection  ? — Barons,  whose  blood 
having  been  tainted  by  an  open  violation  of  the  laws  of  their 
own  country,  are,  in  preference  to  the  best  gentlemen  of 
Ireland,  sent  over  there  to  possess  the  most  honourable  seats 
in  the  Senate  ;  to  enact  publick  statutes  ;  and  adjudge  upon 
personal  inheritances  in  the  dernier  resort.  Mr.  Luttrell 
called,  with  some  warmth,  upon  Government  to  act  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  the  responsibility  of  their  stations,  and 
not  to  persist  in  a  contemptuous  silence  on  so  important  an 
occasion,  and  at  such  a  critical  juncture.  The  lives  of  their 
countrymen,  the  lives,  perhaps,  of  their  dearest  friends,  the 
safety  of  the  empire,  depended  upon  their  immediate  resolves. 
Are  our  Ministers  bent  on  war  without  a  possible  termination  ? 
— or  on  what  issue  would  they  wish  to  rest  the  conflict  be- 
tween the  two  nations  ?  Would  they  choose  the  full  extent  of 
the  field  against  a  peopled  continent  of  that  immense  magni- 
tude ? — or  rather,  offer  to  contract  their  battle,  as  was  done 
by  our  Edward  III,  in  the  French  wai-s,  to  a  few  scores  of 
select  warriors ;  and  they  themselves  in  person  demand  the 
lists  against  an  equal  number  of  the  American  Congress  ? 
Perhaps,  upon  maturer  consideration,  they  had  best  decide  the 
superiority  in  the  same  manner  that  the  natives  of  Rome  did 
against  the  Albans;  for  if  even  two  of  the  Ministerial  cham- 
pions should  fall  before  one  of  their  three  antagonists,  there 
may  still  be  left  a  third,  (I  have  him  in  my  eye,)  who,  when 
it  comes  to  a  running  fight,  shall  out-victory  the  last  of  the 
Horatii.  It  might,  probably,  in  a  few  days,  be  recommended 
to  both  Houses,  in  a  certain  speech,  to  be  fabricated  by  the 
authors  of  a  like  sanguinary  parole  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  session,  to  go  down  into  their  respective  counties  for 
the  summer  months,  and  inculcate  harmony  and  good  order. 
For  his  part,  he  now  declared  that  he  should  consider  acqui- 
escence and  quietude  in  future,  under  the  present  measures  of 
a  most  infernal  Administration,  as  unworthy  a  British  soul 
in  every  class  of  society,  and  highly  criminal ;  confessed 
himself  to  blame,  with  others  in  the  minority,  for  too  inac- 
tive a  submission  and  tameness  during  the  Parliamentary 
business  of  the  winter;  and  was  convinced,  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  inertness,  the  want  of  unanimity,  and  reci- 
procal confidence  on  the  side  of  Opposition,  the  Americans 
would  not  have  experienced  so  many  instances  of  continued 
daring  and  outrage  at  the  hands  of  Government.  He  was 
severe  upon  the  American  Secretary,  [Lord  G.  Germaine,] 
assuring  him  that  now  was  the  time  to  do  real  service  to  his 
country,  and  satisfy  his  German  confederates,  by  avoiding  a 
combat.  It  was  a  saying  of  one  of  the  seven  sages  of  Greece, 
(Thales  of  Miletus',)  that  of  all  loild  beasts  the  worst  was 
a  tyrant,  and  of  all  the  tame  ones,  a  flatterer.  Now,  sir, 
when  you  cast  your  eyes  on  his  Majesty's  eflicient  Minis- 
ters, when  you  look  at  his  domestick  minions,  do  you  not 
heartily  join  with  us  in  wishing  that  he  may  soon,  like  another 
Orpheus,  play  up  a  second  dance  in  the  midst  of  tiiis  mis- 
chievous menagerie,  so  as  to  send  them  scampering  from 
the  rich  pastures  of  a  Court  to  their  native  tramontane  fast- 
nesses? He  called  upon  the  Treasury  to  reply,  and  blamed 
their  silence. 

Ritrht  Hon.  R.  Rigby.  He  said  he  would  not  be  one  of 
those  persons  among  the  advocates  for  war,  who  kept  pro- 
found silence  when  they  were  thus  called  upon.  He  should, 
therefore,  till  the  Colonists  submitted,  acquit  himself  of  his 
duty,  by  openly  avowing  a  firm  perseverance  in  the  same 
hostile  measures  which  he  had  supj[X)rted  fixim  the  beginnbg 
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of  this  unhappy  contest ;  not  only  supported  with  his  vote 
on  every  division,  but  with  the  best  of  iiis  abilities  in  most 
of  the  debates.  He  showed  a  ready  wit  in  answer  to  some 
words  which  fell  from  tlie  gentleman  who  spoke  before 
him :  "  There  was  a  time  less  alarming  than  the  present, 
less  dangerous  to  the  realm,  tliough  the  bloodiest  of  the 
Tailors  sat  upon  the  throne,  [Queen  jyjuri/,]  when  every 
member  rose  from  his  seat,  and  laid  his  hand  upon  his  sword." 
Mr.  Rigby  observed  that  the  dispute  could  not  be  decided 
in  a  way  more  disadvantageous  to  the  minority,  who  were 
always  boasting  of  the  superiority  of  their  host  without  doors, 
when  in  this  onset  there  would  be  three  swords  to  one,  unless 
the  friends  to  Government  were  to  throw  away  theirs.  He 
assured  Mr.  Luttrell  he  had  no  occasion  to  be  angry  with 
himself  for  his  meekness  or  moderation ;  advised  the  right 
honourable  magistrate  to  define  the  Constitution  and  state 
o{  Ireland  before  he  adopted  it,  or  at  least  expected  the 
House  to  adopt  it  for  the  American  Colonists.  With  re- 
spect to  the  Scotch  Peers,  the  mountaineer  Lords  as  they 
were  called,  he  believed  the  creation  would  do  no  harm,  if 
it  did  no  good  ;  what  good  it  would  do  ihem,  was  best  known 
to  themselves;  but  he  must  observe-that  the  case  was  not 
without  more  precedents  than  one. 

The  Lord-Mayor,  [Mr.  Sawhridge,'\  in  reply  to  what  Mr. 
Righy  had  thrown  out  relative  to  the  Constitution  of  Ireland, 
assured  that  gentleman  he  was  ready  to  enter  at  large  upon 
the  subject,  if  the  House  would  fairly  canvass  it;  and  of 
course  it  would  come  properly  at  the  close  of  the  debate, 
when  the  mover  of  a  question  was  always  indulged  with 
being  heard  a  second  time. 

Lord  Imham  exceedingly  disapproved  of  the  treatment 
the  first  magistrate  of  the  greatest  city  in  the  world  was 
now  receiving  from  Administration  ;  at  a  time,  too,  when  he 
was  delivering  the  sentiments  of  the  better  part  of  the  sub- 
jects of  this  commercial  empire  ;  who,  in  a  struggle  for  illegal 
and  unattainable  claims,  were  not  inclined  madly  to  risk 
ever)'thing  that  a  wise  people  could  hold  essential  to  renown 
or  prosperity.  However  defective  the  Constitution  oi  Ire- 
land, might  be  in  some  respects,  yet  the  power  of  taxing 
themselves  was  sufficiently  perfect  for  a  groundwork  of 
conciliation  with  America,  if  immediately  proffered.  He 
instanced  \k\e  Constitution  of  the  German  empire,  in  proof 
that  taxation  and  legislation  are  not  inseparable,  and  quoted 
very  able  civilians  of  the  Northern  nations  to  confirm  this 
assertion.  He  said,  that  whenever  the  Ministers  were  con- 
scious of  having  the  weakest  side  in  disputation,  they  had 
refuge  under  the  wit  and  pleasantry  of  a  Paymaster-Ge- 
neral. 

Mr.  Burke  took  a  review  of  the  measures  pursued  by 
Administration  since  the  commencement  of  the  session. 
He  called  upon  Lord  I^orth  to  tell  a  single  act  that  had 
been  done  within  that  period.  His  Lordship,  it  was  true, 
might  say,  that  he  had  voted  ten  millions  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  people.  He  might  boast  that  he  had  taken  twenty 
thousand  Germans  into  pay,  and  turned  our  British  trans- 
port-vessels into  German  hospitals.  He  might  desire  the 
representatives  of  the  nation  to  tell  their  constituents  that, 
in  return  for  such  lavish  grants,  new  taxes  had  been  laid  on 
them,  and  a  four  shillings  land  tax  rendered  perpetual.  He 
might  inform  them  that  America  had  one  hundred  thousand 
men  in  arms ;  that  every  Governour,  from  Halifax  to  Flo- 
rida, was  driven  to  seek  protection  on  board  his  Majesty's 
ships-of-war ;  and,  to  conclude  the  narrative,  he  might  in- 
struct the  representatives  of  the  people  to  carry  a  sufficient 
number  of  Gazettes  down  to  the  country,  and,  when  ques- 
tioned about  the  state  of  affairs  in  America,  desire  them  to 
peruse  those  oracles  of  truth,  and  launch  forth  in  the  highest 
encomiums  on  the  military  conduct  of  General  Howe,  and 
the  bravery  of  the  troops  under  his  conmiand.  He  next 
reprehended  the  Minister  on  hb  conduct  respecting  the 
Nova-Scotia  duties ;  and  said,  that  favourite  measure,  from 
which  such  salutary  consequences  were  expected,  was  suf- 
fered to  come  to  nothing,  though  he  pledged  himself  to  the 
House  that  he  would  bring  in  a  bill  framed  on  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  petition  from  the  Speaker  and  House  of  Assembly  of 
that  Province.  He  next  turned  to  the  commission  grant- 
ed to  Lord  Howe  and  his  brother,  for  restoring  peace  and 
granting  pardons  to  the  people  of  America,  and  said,  that 
those  gentlemen,  however  high  they  stood  in  respect  to  their 
respective  professions,  were  by  no  means  calculated  for  car- 


rying into  execution  the  professed  objects  of  that  commis- 
sion ;  but  allowing  that  they  were  ever  so  able  in  that  line, 
he  contended  that  the  King  could  not  grant  them  a  single 
power  which  would  enable  them  to  treat  with  the  Provin- 
cials. The  idea  was  as  absurd  as  it  was  delusive.  The 
question  was  taxation.  Could  they  give  it  up  ?  The  King 
himself  had  no  such  power,  he  could  not  therefore  delegate 
it.  He  might  grant  pardons ;  so  might  the  Admiral  and 
General,  and  that  was  all.  And  he  doubted  not  but  they 
would  grant  pardons  as  soon  as  they  were  asked ;  but  who 
were  to  sue  for  them  was  more  than  he  could  venture  to 
foretell. 

Mr.  Hartley.  The  motion  which  has  been  made  to  you 
to-day,  comes  with  the  best  recommendation  that  any  propo- 
sition can  come  with  to  this  House :  I  mean  the  recommen- 
dation o'f  that  great  and  most  respectable  body  the  City  of 
London.  The  worthy  rnagnstrate  who  has  made  it,  has 
supported  it  so  ably,  that  there  is  very  little  occasion  to  de- 
tain you  long  upon  the  subject.  The  friends  to  peace  and 
to  America  have  been  incessant  in  their  endeavours  to  sug- 
gest every  possible  chance  of  accommodation.  But  Admin- 
istration continues  deaf  to  every  entreaty.  •  We  must,  I  fear, 
content  ourselves,  without  prospect  of  success,  only  to  lay 
in  our  continual  protests  against  the  present  vindictive  mea- 
sures. My  honourable  friend  near  me  [Mr.  Burke]  has  in 
this  session  offered  to  you  a  proposition,  similar  to  the  pre- 
sent, under  another  shape,  viz:  that  of  his  Conciliatory 
Bill,  which  you  have  rejected.  I  myself  did  trouble  the 
House  likewise  with  some  propositions  suited  to  the  very 
terms  declared  by  Administration  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  viz:  that  the  Colonies  should  be  replaced  to  their 
situation  in  1763,  if  the  honour  of  Government  could  be 
sheltered  in  the  retreat.  For  the  sake  of  peace,  therefore, 
I  did  propose  a  test  of  compromise,  by  an  acceptance  on 
the  part  of  the  Colonists  of  an  act  of  Parliament,  which 
should  lay  the  foundation  for  the  extirpation  of  the  horrid 
custom  of  slavery  in  the  New  Worid.  No  one  can  think 
it  less  expedient  than  I  do,  for  a  British  legislature,  at  the 
distance  of  three  thousand  miles,  to  interfere  in  the  internal 
police  of  America,  in  which  we  must  at  the  best  be  ignorant, 
and  of  which  our  only  information  must  come  through  par-, 
tial  hands.  My  motion,  therefore,  was  not  with  any  view  to 
be  drawn  into  example,  but  simply  as  an  act  of  compromise 
and  reconciliation ;  and  as  far  as  it  was  a  legislative  act,  it 
was  still  to  have  been  applied  in  correcting  the  laws  of 
slavery  in  America,  which  I  considered  as  repugnant  to  the 
laws  of  the  realm  of  England,  and  to  the  fundamentals  of 
our  Constitution.  Such  a  compromise  would  at  the  same 
time  have  saved  the  national  honour.  I  likewise  took  the 
liberty  a  second  time  in  this  session,  to  suggest  to  the  House 
the  proposition  of  putting  the  Colonies  upon  the  footing  of 
Ireland,  with  regard  to  the  right  of  giving  and  granting  their 
own  money,  and  to  give  them  security  that  their  Charters 
should  be  maintained  inviolable.  The  proposition  of  put- 
ting them  upon  the  footing  of  Ireland,  as  expressed  in  the 
motion  of  this  day,  has  only  respect  to  that  one  article  of 
being  masters  of  their  own  grants  of  money,  in  answer  to 
a  kind  of  objection  which  has  been  started,  that  if  we  had 
not  a  right  of  taxing  them,  such  an  exemption  would  con- 
stitute an  imperium  in  imperio.  The  case  of  Ireland  is, 
therefore,  adduced  as  an  argument  and  example  in  point. 
Unhappily  for  us,  sir,  all  these  propositions,  under  whatever 
shape  they  have  been  moved,  have  been  rejected  ;  and,  what 
is  worst  of  all,  they  have  been  rejected  upon  the  principle 
of  requiring  unconditional  submission,  previous  to  any  treaty 
or  proposition  for  reconciliation.  I  consider  the  proposition 
which  is  offered  to  you  to-day  to  be  the  same  in  substance 
with  that  solemn  assurance  which  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough, 
by  a  circular  letter  of  the  13th  of  May,  1769,  gave  to  the 
Colonies,  that  they  might  rest  in  full  confidence  that  no 
further  taxes  should  be  laid  by  Parliament  for  the  purposes 
of  raising  a  revenue.  Yet  what  are  we  at  war  for  now,  if 
it  be  not  for  a  substantial  revenue,  to  be  collected  by  threats 
and  compulsion  ?  The  proposition  which  was  made  to 
them  upon  the  27th  of  February,  1775,  commonly  called 
the  Conciliatory  proposition,  is  a  direct  breach  of  the  na- 
tional faith,  as  pledged  by  Lord  Hillsborough's  letter ;  for 
that  projMsition  declares,  in  the  most  explicit  terms,  that 
you  mean  only  to  forbear  to  levy,  or  impose  any  duty,  tax, 
or  assessment,  as  long  as  the  Colonies,  under  this  threat, 
shall  deliver  their  money  to  you,  to  such  an  amount  as 
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shall  satisfy  the  demands  of  Administration.  I  desire  that 
the  copy  of  Lord  Hillsborough's  letter  may  be  read,  and 
after  that  I  shall  desire  that  the  conciliatory  proposition  may 
be  read,  that  the  argument  may  stand  upon  record  in  your 
Journals,  that  a  formal  demand  has  been  made  to  Ministry 
in  Parliament  on  the  part  of  America,  claiming  the  per- 
formance of  the  solemn  promise,  and  the  support  of  the 
national  faith  plighted  to  the  Colonies  in  Lord  Hillsbo- 
rough's letter.  The  Conciliatory  proposition  being  brought 
into  the  same  page  of  your  Journals  with  that  letter,  will 
perpetually  remain  in  contrast,  to  convict  Administration 
of  having  broken  the  publick  faith  thus  solemnly  plighted ; 
next  in  order  will  stand,  of  course,  the  proposition  offered 
to  you  this  day  by  the  worthy  magistrate  of  the  City  of 
London.  If  Ministry  refuse  their  assent  to  that  proposi- 
tion, which  they  are  now  called  upon  to  accept  as  con- 
formable to  the  spirit  and  substance  of  Lord  Hillsborough's 
letter,  it  will  be  a  formal  declaration  to  America  that  they 
must  never  trust  to  Ministerial  promises,  but  look  to  them- 
selves for  safety. 

Every  proposition  for  reconciliation  has  so  constantly  and 
uniformly  been  crashed  by  Administration,  that  I  think  they 
seem  not  even  to  wish  for  the  appearance  of  justice.  The 
law  of  force  is  that  which  they  appeal  to.  Let  me,  then, 
at  least,  suggest  to  their  consideration  whether  there  can  be 
the  least  prospect  of  accomplishing  by  force  what  they  have 
undertaken.  At  land,  the  cause  is  acknowledged  desperate. 
1  told  you  last  year  that  the  Congress  would  turn  out  an 
army  of  fifty  thousand  men,  before  the  then  ensuing  mid- 
summer. That  suggestion  was  treated  at  that  time  as  being 
in  the  highest  degree  ridiculous ;  yet  it  has  proved  true. 
You  thought  that  two  regiments  would  conquer  all  North- 
America  ;  but  you  have  found  ten  times  that  number  foiled 
at  the  single  town  of  Boston.  You  have  lost  the  whole 
Province  of  Canada,  except  QuebecJc;  and  your  utmost  ex- 
pectations this  year  will  be  to  retake  what  was  once  your 
own.  So  much  for  your  success  at  land.  What  can  you 
expect  at  sea  ?  I  fear  I  should  make  myself  ridiculous  to 
you  once  more,  if  I  were  to  predict  to  you  what,  however, 
I  confess  I  fear  on  that  head.  Consider,  sir,  ship  building 
is  the  manufacture  of  America.  Two-thirds  of  the  British 
commerce  is  carried  on  upon  American  bottoms.  That 
shipping,  then,  which  was  once  for  your  service,  will  be 
turned  into  ships  of  force,  to  be  employed  against  your  trade 
and  transports.  They  have  begun  already.  You  have 
supplied  tliem  with  seamen  by  the  stoppage  of  their  trade 
and  fisheries.  You  have  thrown  upon  their  hands  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  seamen,  who  can  find  no  other  employment 
but  in  the  destruction  of  your  marine.  Remember  their 
skill  and  courage  at  sea  against  our  common  enemies  in  the 
last  war.  Your  ships  will  be  three  thousand  miles  from 
home,  a  long  while  out  of  port,  foul,  and  under  every  dis- 
advantage. Their  ships  will  be  at  home,  to  take  every  ad- 
vantage towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  that  wind  and 
weather  may  give  them  ;  when,  if  you  do  not  quit  the  coast, 
you  will  be  at  the  hazard  of  wreck  or  destruction,  upon 
every  wind  that  may  blow.  It  is  in  vain  to  suggest  these 
points  of  prudence ;  they  are  treated  as  the  suggestions  of 
pusillanimity  and  ill-will,  till  fatal  experience  brings  convic- 
tion too  late.  Disgrace  has  been  the  fate  of  our  armaments 
at  land ;  I  fear  it  will  be  the  same  at  sea.  We  are  in  a 
dreadful  dilemma.     Success  or  defeat  are  equal  ruin. 

We  are  now  got  nearly  to  the  end  of  the  session.  All 
our  propositions  for  reconciliation  have  failed.  Ministry  are 
determined  upon  the  trial  of  force.  I  am  sensible,  sir,  that 
I  have  been  very  importunate  with  you  in  this  session,  by 
reiterated  applications.  My  object  has  been,  not  peace 
with  America,  but  reconciliation,  which  is  more  than  peace. 
We  may  have  a  federal  peace  with  France  or  Spain,  or 
with  any  foreign  Power ;  but  reconciliation  is  the  wished-for 
object  between  those  who  are  connected  by  every  tie  of 
consanguinity  and  friendship.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  so 
much  regret  and  deprecate  the  measures  of  force  which  are 
undertaken.  Even  if  it  were  possible  to  make  a  conquest 
of  America,  we  should  only  be  torn  so  much  the  further 
from  a  reunion  of  affection  and  good  will.  By  persisting 
so  obstinately  in  every  measure  of  force,  and  by  rejecting 
every  proposition  of  reconciliation,  whatever  quarter  it  comes 
from,  or  in  whatever  shape  it  is  offered,  you  have  left  no 
alternative  to  America  but  unconditional  submission  or  in- 
dependence.    I  can  easily  foresee  that  the  ground  of  the 


?uestion  will  bo  totally  changed  before  we  meet  again. 
Inless  you  can  effect  the  conquest  of  America,  (which  I 
think  it  equal  madness  cither  to  attempt  or  to  wish  for,)  in- 
stead of  reconciliation,  you  must  come  to  a  federal  treaty, 
with  a  people  driven  by  yourselves  to  despair.  As  long  as 
reconciliation,  and  a  return  to  our  former  happy  connection, 
continues  the  object,  so  far  I  can  see  my  way  before  me ; 
but  when  reconciliation  is  out  of  sight,  we  have  lost  our 
compass.  The  die  is  now  cast  for  conquest  or  independence. 
We  have  bid  an  everlasting  farewell  to  America.  What- 
ever may  be  the  event  of  the  war,  this,  at  least,  is  certain — 
reconciliation  never  comes  by  the  sword. 

The  question  having  been  repeatedly  called  for,  was  put. 
The  House  divided  :  Ayes  33 ;  noes  1 15. 


HODSE   OF    COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  May  82,  1776. 
General  Conway.  I  am  to  apologize  to  the  House  for  the 
introduction  of  a  motion  at  this  late  period  of  the  session ; 
but  the  alarming  and  dreadful  situation  of  this  country  com- 
pels me  to  trouble  you.  The  House  knows  I  am  not  pro- 
fessedly a  motion-maker,  but  content  myself  with  that  line 
of  humble  duty  in  which  my  abilities,  situation,  and  temper, 
necessarily  limit  my  conduct.  What  shall  I  say,  sir?  There 
is  but  one  moment  between  this  great  country  and  destmc- 
tion !  I  wish  to  seize  it ;  the  urgencies  of  this  crisis  will  be 
my  apology  to  the  House.  I  am  no  partisan,  nor  indiscri- 
minate opposer  of  Government,  except  in  this  point. 

The  Gazette  informs  me  that  Commissioners  (Lord  Howe 
and  his  brother)  are  to  be  delegated  with  powers  to  treat 
with  America  for  peace.  I  am  not  to  learn  that,  with  ene- 
mies in  general,  the  King  is  the  sole  arbiter  of  peace  and 
war ;  but  with  our  fellow-subjects,  where  privileges  are  to 
be  granted  or  concessions  made,  I  doubt  whether  it  can  be 
done  without  the  previous  consent  of  Pariiament. 

It  may  be  objected  that  the  King  may  treat  and  you 
afterwards  ratify  what  is  done ;  but  are  you  certain  that 
America  will  trust  you  ?  Why  not  adopt  the  surer  road  ? 
Specify  the  terms  upon  which  you  will  treat ;  if  they  are 
fair  and  constitutional,  and  the  Americans  refuse  to  accom- 
modate differences,  you  will  thereby  dissolve  every  legal 
combination,  by  putting  yourselves  in  the  right.  Besides, 
methinks  there  is  somewhat  due  to  this  House,  some  infor- 
mation, some  attention  usual  in  those  cases. 

Will  you  give  up  taxation  entirely  ?  One  noble  Lord  in 
the  Cabinet  says  yes ;  another,  no.  Is  this  House  agreed 
upon  it  ?  If  you  are,  specify  it  fairiy  and  openly ;  if  not,  if 
you  cannot  agree  upon  that  fundamental  point,  in  God^s 
name,  how  can  Lord  Howe  treat  upon  that  essential  point, 
where,  from  the  disunion  of  Ministers,  and  differences  ■  of 
opinion  in  this  House,  nothing  certain  can  be  oflfered  ?  Why, 
sir,  was  not  the  Eari  of  Hillsborough's  letter  a  solemn  re- 
nunciation of  the  right  of  taxation  ?  Was  not  his  Majesty's 
name  pledged  for  the  performance  ?  Yes.  Was  it  ratified 
on  their  part  ?  Did  not  all  the  Governours  of  America,  did 
not  Lord  Botetourt  say  that  the  Ministers  were  not  immor- 
tal, but  that,  to  his  dying  day  he  should  consider  Great 
Britain  as  pledged  to  relinquish  it  ?  And  this  to  the  Assem- 
bly of  Virginia ;  and  the  same  language  held  also  to  all  the 
other  Assemblies  in  America  ? 

I  know  it  has  been  said  that  those  who  spoke  and  wrote 
against  taxation  in  America  were  a  faction,  consisting  of 
such  persons  as  were  disaffected  to  Government ;  but  I  have 
sufficient  reason  to  convince  me  that  they  gave  tiie  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  America  in  general.  I  remember 
particulariy  to  have  seen,  about  that  time,  a  manuscript  wnt- 
ten  by  the  late  Governour  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  Governour 
Hutchinson  I  mean,  who,  I  believe,  will  not  be  suspected 
of  being  unfriendly  to  Government,  contammg  very  sensible 
and  unanswerable  arguments  against  passing  the  Stamp  Act, 
and  which  showed,  to  his  honour,  that  he  was  a  friend  to  his 
country  as  well  as  to  Government. 

But  the  Eari  o^ Hillsborough's  letter  has  been  read  in  the 
House  of  Lords ;  I  will  read  it  here : 

"Circular  to  all  the  Governours  on  the  Continent  and  Islands. 

"  Whitehall,  May  13,  1769. 

"My  Lord  (or  Sir)  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  tlie  gracious 
Speech  made  by  the  King  to  his  Pariiament  at  the  close  of 
tlie  session,  on  Tuesday  last. 
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"  What  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  say  in  relation  to  the 
measures  which  have  been  pursued  in  North-Aimrica  will 
not  escape  your  notice,  as  the  satisfaction  his  Majesty  ex- 
presses in  the  approbation  his  Parliament  has  given  to  them, 
imd  the  assurances  of  their  firm  supj)ort  in  the  prosecution 
of  them,  together  with  his  Royal  opinion  of  the  great  ad- 
vantat^es  that  will  probably  accrue  from  the  concurrence  of 
every  branch  of  tiie  Legislature  in  the  resolution  of  main- 
taininfr  a  due  execution  of  the  laws,  cannot  fail  to  produce 
the  most  salutary  effects. 

"  From  hence  it  will  be  understood  that  the  whole  Legis- 
lature concur  in  the  opinion  adopted  by  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vants, that  no  measure  ought  to  be  taken  which  can  any 
way  derogate  from  the  legislative  authority  of  Great  Britain 
over  the  Colonies ;  but  I  can  take  upon  me  to  assure  you, 
notwithstanding  insinuations  to  the  contrary,  from  men  with 
liictious  and  seditious  views,  that  his  Majesty's  present  Ad- 
ministration have  at  no  time  entertained  a  design  to  propose 
to  Parliament  to  lay  any  further  taxes  upon  America,  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue ;  and  that  it  is  at  present 
f-lieir  intention  to  propose,  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament, 
to  take  off  the  duties  upon  glass,  paper,  and  colours,  upon 
consideration  of  such  duties  having  been  laid  contrary  to  the 
true  principles  of  commerce. 

"  These,  my  Lord,  (or  Sir.)  have  always  been,  and  still 
are,  the  sentiments  of  his  Majesty's  present  servants,  and 
the  principles  by  which  their  conduct  in  respect  to  America 
lias  been  governed  ;  and  his  Majesty  relies  upon  your  pru- 
dence and  fidelity  for  such  an  explanation  of  his  measures 
as  may  tend  to  remove  the  prejudices  which  have  been 
excited  by  the  misrepresentations  of  those  who  are  enemies 
to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  Great  Britain  and  her  Co- 
lonies ;  and  to  re-establish  that  mutual  confidence  and  affec- 
tion upon  which  the  glory  and  safety  of  the  British  empire 
depends.  „  j  ^^^  ^^^  Hillsborough." 

Well,  sir,  if  I  understand  the  English  language,  if  I  un- 
derstand common  sense,  here  is  the  strongest  renunciation  of 
the  right  of  taxation.  But  America  was  deceived  ;  and  how 
all  these  troubles  arose  afterwards,  the  present  Ministers  can 
tell  you. 

The  application  of  this  transaction  is,  that  they  will  not 
be  duped  by  Administration  again  ;  that  no  other  terms  than 
those  proposed  and  specified  by  Parliament  will  be  consi- 
dered as  the  grounds  of  peace  by  America. 

I  have  the  best  authority  for  what  I  say:  "  Nothing  but 
terms  held  out  by  Parliament  will  do."  The  noble  Lord 
[Lord  North]  held  in  this  House  the  same  language  last 
Febmary,  upon  his  conciliatory  proposition.  But  if  you  are 
still  agreed  that  nothing  but  unconditional  submission  will 
do,  I  have  no  more  to  say — throw  away  the  scabbard ! 
But  I  hope  it  is  not  so.  The  wisest  of  men,  the  wisest  of 
nations,  have  treated,  have  receded,  granted  the  concessions 
asked  by  rebellious  subjects.  What  did  the  Romans  do  in 
the  Social  War  ?  What  did  Philip  of  Spain  ?  Was  he  not 
obliged  at  last  to  accede  to  their  terms  ?  What  did  Louis 
XIV  offer  Marshal  Turenne,  when  in  actual  rebellion  ? 
What  instances  in  your  own  civil  wars  ?  What  does  White- 
locke  tell  you  of  the  propositions  made  by  the  King  ?  Don't 
tell  me  of  the  late  Scotch  Rebellion.  Is  there  no  difference  ? 
Could  you  treat  with  them  ?  Could  you  divide  the  Crown 
or  give  it  up  ?  Could  you  have  had  two  Kings  of  Brent- 
ford upon  the  Throne  ?  The  comparison  is  ridiculous,  and 
unworthy  of  serious  refutation.  But  are  not  these  Rebels  of 
a  different  kind  ?  Who  is  there  among  you  that  would  not 
combat  any  Power  upon  earth,  invading  rn  the  same  manner 
your  privileges  and  rights  ? — men  defending  against  the  arm 
of  power,  what  God  and  nature  have  given  them,  and  no 
human  power  can  justly  wrest  from  them — the  glorious 
privileges  of  the  Revolution ;  those  Whig  principles  which 
would,  in  other  days,  have  excited  this  country  to  universal 
opposition.  There  is  some  difference,  I  hope,  to  be  made ; 
some  allowance  for  men  engaged  in  such  a  cause. 

The  languageof  Administration,  of  unconditional  submis- 
sion, driven  out  as  you  are  from  every  port  in  America,  does 
not  become  you ;  it  is  the  language  of  vengeance  and  not 
of  sense;  of  violence,  not  of  reason;  of  passion,  and  not  of 
common  sense. 

The  idea  of  foreign  danger  may  be  thought  visionary ;  but 
are  not  France  and  Spain  arming  ?  Could  they  find  a  bet- 
ter opportunity  ?     Would  it  be  their  interest  that  you  should 


conquer  America  1  How  w^ould  such  a  force  as  you  must 
have  affect  their  fears  ?  Is  not  the  French  Ministry  changed  ? 
Is  not  the  Queen  thought  to  have  great  influence  in  that 
Court,  and  in  the  new  arrangement?  Who  is  her  great 
friend  ?  M.  Choiseul.  Who  is  the  avowed  enemy  of  this 
country  ?  M.  Choiseul.  Who  is  tiie  lover  of  war  ?  M. 
Choiseul. 

The  assurances  of  the  pacifick  intentions  of  those  Powers 
are  told  to  you.  Who  made  them — the  last  or  the  present 
Administration  ?  What  reliance  can  you  have  upon  them  ? 
Why,  sir,  I  know  a  brave  man,  and  as  good  an  officer  as 
any  in  France ;  he  held  the  same  language  to  me ;  and  yet 
this  very  gentleman  [M.  D'Ennery]  is  now  sent  out  with 
an  additional  force  to  the  French  l^Vest-India  Islands. 

I  shall  trouble  you  no  longer.  The  duty  to  my  country, 
paramount  to  every  obligation,  obliges  me  to  seize  the  only 
moment  which  remains  between  you  and  destruction  ;  when 
this  horrid  war  is  to  be  carried  on  with  every  circumstance 
of  aggravation ;  German  mercenaries  carrying  desolation 
along  with  them ;  slaves  excited  to  cut  the  throats  of  their 
mastei-s.  What  can  be  more  shocking  to  a  feeling  mind  ? 
I  have  no  intention  but  the  publick  good.  [A  murmur  from 
the  Treasury  Bench.]  Yes,  I  say  it  again  ;  I  have  no  other. 
What  have  I  to  get  by  it?  What  have  I  to  lose;  what 
have  I  to  gain  ?  I  have  heard  a  language  in  private  compa- 
nies of  affection  to  connexions,  and  engagements  to  private 
friends  ;  perhaps  there  is  an  infirmity.  1  think  the  attention 
to  the  welfare  of  this  great  empire  is  transcendent  to  every 
consideration.  I  hope  and  believe  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
men  having  a  real  opinion  in  Parliament.  I  lament  the 
infirmness  and  inattention,  for  these  last  five  yeare,  to  pub- 
lick  concerns.  This  language  proceeds  from  that ;  but  I 
disclaim  it,  and  offer  you  this  motion,  from  my  fervent  and 
earnest  regard  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  this  great 
empire. 

He  moved, "  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
his  Majesty,  praying  that  his  Majesty  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  communicate  to  this  House  so  much  of  the  In- 
structions given  to  the  Lord  Viscount  Howe  and  General 
Howe,  his  Majesty's  Commissionere,  as  relates  to  the  con- 
ditions on  which  it  is  proposed  to  make  peace  with,  or 
receive  the  submissions  of,  his  Majesty's  American  subjects 
now  in  arms."* 

•  .in  authentick  accotint  of  the  Debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
General  Cox  wit's  Motion,  the  22d  o/Mat,  1776. 

General  Con-way  first  shortly  explained  the  leading  objects  of  his 
intended  motion.  He  observed  that  Administration  had,  to  the  scandal 
of  all  good  Government,  suppressed  everything  relative  to  the  true  state 
of  affairs  in  America.  That  the  complaints  of  our  Colonics  vvere  inter- 
rupted in  their  passage  to  the  Throne  and  Parliament,  as  long  as  the  King's 
Ministers  found  their  account  in  so  doing.  When  a  war  was  determined 
on,  the  conduct  of  Administration  changed  with  their  views;  they  first 
provoked  the  people  to  resist  Government,  and  only  produced  to  Parlia- 
ment such  part  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  country  as  promised  to  inflame 
and  irritate  Great  Britain.  That  as  soon  as  Great  Britain  had  deter- 
mined to  assert  her  rights,  Administration  again  resumed  their  wonted 
taciturnity,  and  from  the  very  instant  that  .dmerica  was  declared  in 
a  state  of  rebellion,  the  present  Parliament  had  been  kept  in  the  most 
profound  ignorance  of  everything  passing  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantick. 

He  then  moved,  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
praying  that  his  Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  communicate 
to  this  House  so  much  of  the  Instructions  given  to  Lord  Viscount  Ho-we 
and  General  Ho-we,  his  Majesty's  Commissioners,  as  relates  to  the  condi- 
tions or  terms  proposed  for  making  peace  with,  or  receiving  the  submis- 
sions of,  his  Majesty's  American  subjects  now  in  arms  in  Jlmerica." 

After  the  motion,  as  near  as  we  can  recollect,  he  spoke  for  above  an 
hour  and  a  half.  He  said  he  would  have  made  it  sooner,  but  did  not 
think,  when  he  determined  to  make  his  motion,  that  any  spccifick  time 
was  fixed  for  the  rising  of  the  Parliament.  That  he  waited  impatiently  to 
see  if  the  Gazette  would  not  give  some  information  to  the  people,  at  least 
since  Parliament  were  to  be  led  blindfolded,  or  kept  in  the  dark.  Ho 
lamented,  in  the  most  palhetick  terms,  the  manner  Parliament  had  been 
misled  and  worked  up  by  the  arts  of  designing,  interested  men,  to  set 
their  faces  against  all  concessions  from  .Imerica,  however  reasonable  and 
sincere,  unless  the  people  of  that  country  consented  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  like  cowards,  slaves  and  poltrons.  He  contended,  in  a  strain  that 
would  have  done  honour  to  the  most  steady  patriots  of  Greece  and  Home, 
that  the  honour  of  the  British  nation  was  betrayed,  the  dignity  of  Parlia- 
ment sacrificed,  and  its  dearest  interests  given  up,  to  keep  a  set  of  men 
in  power,  the  most  unpopular,  and  the  most  unfit  to  direct  the  affairs  of 
this  country  of  any  that  the  annals  of  Britain  had  known  since  the  Re- 
volution. How  is  it  possible  (says  he)  you  can  treat  with  this  people, 
unless  you  know  their  terms  1  How  is  it  possible,  though  you  did  know 
their  terms,  that  you  can  have  any  expectation  of  peace,  unless  you  know, 
at  the  same  time,  the  conditions  which  Administration  mean  to  hold  out? 
What  can  America  think  of  the  British  Parliament,  or  the  British  coun- 
cils ?  This  day  no  revenue,  no  tax  is  expected ;  to-morrow  both  are  in- 
sisted on  in  the  most  peremptory  terms.  This  day  treaty,  the  next  war, 
the  third,  a  strange  heterogeneous  mixture  of  war  and  concession ;  and, 
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Lord  John  Cavendish  seconded  the  motion.  His  Lord- 
ship spoke  in  high  commendation  of  Lord  and  General  Howe, 
as  officers ;  but  said  they  have  now  got  a  character  which 
they  are  entire  strangers  to,  the  filling  of  which,  even  if 
the  nature  of  the  business  would  permit,  he  much  doubted 
whether  they  were  equal  to ;  however,  he,  who  was  always 
against  the  beginning  of  this  war,  and  who,  ever  since  it 
began,  was  always  for  putting  an  end  to  it,  would  never 
find  fault  with  any  means  that  would  stop  the  effusion  of 
blood,  and  settle  the  realm  in  peace.  He  owned  he  doubted 
of  these  means,  so  far  as  the  publick  had  been  able  to  guess 
what  they  were ;  he  was  willing  to  give  his  assistance  to  any 
that  would  produce  peace.  That  this  could  not  be  done 
without  the  interposition  and  sanction  of  Parliament ;  and 
therefore  must  be  of  opinion  that  the  instructions  ought  to 
be  communicated. 

Lord  North  began  by  answering  the  argument  used,  that 
the  Colonies  could  not  trust  the  Ministry ;  and,  upon  expla- 
nation of  Lord  Hillsborough's  letter,  he  asserted  that  the 
Ministers  had  never  deceived  the  Americans.  All  which 
that  letter  engaged  for  as  to  repeal  had  been  done ;  all  that 
it  pledged  Government  to  as  to  future  taxation,  had  been 
strictly  adhered  to.  The  letter  promised  the  repeal  of  the 
tax  on  glass,  paper,  and  painters'  colours ;  but  it  never  pro- 
mised to  repeal  the  tea  duty.  It  promised  not  to  lay  any 
future  tax ;  no  future  tax  has  been  laid.  He  said  he  did  not 
object  to  the  motion  on  account  of  the  late  period  of  the 
session  in  which  it  is  moved.  His  objection  was  direct.  He 
would  oppose  the  communication  of  any  instructions  previ- 

at  length,  all  ends  in  darkness  and  confusion.  Your  words  and  actions, 
your  statutes  and  resolutions,  are  eternally  at  variance ;  you  differ  from 
your  own  resolutions  before  you  leave  the  House,  and  from  each  other 
before  you  meet  again  ;  so  that  the  nation,  and  every  individual  in  it,  is 
kept  in  a  state  of  suspense  and  uncertainty.  He  next  alluded  to  the 
letters  said  by  Whitehcke  to  have  been  written  by  Charles  I,  and  the 
closeting  some  of  the  Commissioners  sent  to  him  by  Parliament ;  and 
feared  that,  in  the  further  prosecution  of  this  business,  Parliament  was 
meant  to  be  employed  as  a  mere  engine  of  Government ;  in  which,  let 
the  matter  end  as  it  might,  either  in  war  or  conciliation,  it  was  previously 
determined  that  Parliament  should  be  disgraced.  He  could  not  help  re- 
marking, with  some  degree  of  indignation,  on  the  language  of  Ministers : 
Rebels !  and  Rebellion  !  The  affair  of  1715  was  rebellion ;  that  in  1745 
was  a  rebellion  of  the  foulest  and  rankest  kind ;  perhaps,  if  some  men's 
minds  were  searched,  it  would  be  found  that  neither  of  those  flagitious 
attacks  on  the  Constitution  and  liberlies  of  this  country  were  deomed  so. 
Whether  or  not,  he  was  fully  convinced  the  present  resistance  of  Ame- 
rica was  not  rebellion.  The  former  endeavoured  to  bring  in  a  Pretender, 
known  at  once  to  be  inimical  to  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  of  this 
country;  the  latter  were  only  fighting  like  freemen  for  their  lawful  liberty 
and  property,  and  everything  they  held  dear  and  sacred  as  men,  citizens, 
or  Englishmen. 

He  then  proceeded  to  arraign  the  conduct  of  Administration  in  the  most 
pointed  and  severe  terms,  relative  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  He 
said  all  Canada  had  been  lost  by  their  neglect,  Quebeck  excepted,  and 
that  too,  probably,  would  fall  before  any  succours  could  arrive ;  that  Bos- 
ton was  a  post  injudiciously  taken,  or  shamefully  abandoned ;  that  the 
foolish  schemes  and  wild  expeditions  to  the  Southward  succeeded  no 
better ;  that  if  Boston  was  worth  keeping,  Administration  were  to  the 
last  degree  censurable  to  let  it  be  lost  in  the  shameful  manner  it  was, 
when  it  was  in  their  power  so  easily  to  have  relieved  it;  and  that,  in  short. 
Providence  had  counteracted  every  scheme  devised  for  the  destruction 
o(  .imerica  and  the  annihilation  of  British  liberty.  But  though  (says 
he)  you  have  hitherto  miscarried,  I  fear  one  part  of  your  plan  will  prove 
successful ;  the  follies  and  corruptions  of  the  people  have  rendered  them 
fit  for  anything  you  may  think  proper  to  inflict  on  them.  I  trust,  how- 
ever, the  day  is  not  far  off,  when  the  names  of  the  prime  actors  and 
promoters  of  this  infamous  business  will  be  wiped  away  from  the  recol- 
lection of  every  honest  man,  but  for  the  mere  purpose  of  holding  them 
in  the  utmost  execration  and  contempt.  But  if  you  have  no  traces  of 
justice  left  in  your  minds ;  if  you  feel  not  for  your  own  honour,  for  God's 
sake  pay  some  little  attention  to  your  own  individual  interests,  and  the 
safely  of  the  nation.  Do  you  think,  however  credulous  you  may  be,  that 
f  ranee  and  Spain  will  lie  by,  silent  and  inactive,  with  their  hands  across  1 
Is  it  French  policy  to  do  so  ?  Or  will  the  vindictive  spirit  of  the  Span- 
iard permit  him  to  sleep,  when  so  favourable  an  opportunity  presents 
itself  for  avenging  his  real  or  ideal  wrongs?  I  have  good  reason  to  be 
persuaded  of  the  contrary.  Spain  is  daily  arming.  France  has  a  new 
Minister,  who  is  fond  of  war,  who  is  a  man  of  enterprise  and  ability,  and 
is  well  known  not  to  be  well  disposed  towards  this  country ;  and  if  any 
reliance  ought  at  any  time  to  be  had  on  assurances  given  by  Ministers, 
it  must  now  vanish,  as  it  is  known  to  be  a  settled  maxim  in  French 
politicks,  that  promises  given  by  a  Minister  are  no  longer  looked  upon  to 
be  binding,  either  on  his  master  or  the  nation,  than  he  continues  in  office. 
When  the  Minister  is  changed,  almost  uniformly  the  system  is  changed; 
for  it  is  always  a  change  of  measures,  not  of  men,  which  brings  about 
such  arrangements  in  the  French  Court. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  the  nation  had 
been  led  into  a  war  with  America  imperceptibly ;  and,  from  a  question  of 
right,  they  had  artfully  worked  it  up  into  a  trial  of  power;  but  as  the  nation 
had  been  wrought  upon  by  the  arts  of  delusion  and  misrepresentation, 
he  trusted  the  people  would  at  length  be  restored  to  their  senses,  and 
bring  the  authors  to  condign  punishment.  He  reminded  the  House  of 
the  part  he  took  immediately  before  the  Christmas  recess,  1774,  when  he 
informed  Administration  that  if  America  was  to  be  coerced,  it  would 


ous  to  their  execution,  unless  there  was  something  special  in 
the  case. 

He  never  was  of  opinion  that  no  Rebels  were  to  be  treat- 
ed with ;  his  opinion  always  was,  that  if  Great  Britain  was 
likely  to  draw  any  benefits  from  any  treaty,  he  could  see  no 
objection  or  difference  whether  it  was  with  a  foreign  enemy 
or  with  Rebels ;  with  armed  Rebels,  or  with  those  who  had 
laid  down  their  arms.  Those  who  think  we  had  better  give 
up  our  rights,  because  some  rival  state  may  interpose  against 
our  maintaining  them,  think  meaner  of  our  own  strength 
and  power  than  I  feel  it  to  be  ;  and  more  unjustly  of  such 
foreign  states  than  we  have  any  reason  to  do.  Taking  the 
proposition  in  general,  we  ought  always  to  be  upon  our 
guard  against  our  rivals,  and,  so  far,  to  fear  them ;  hut,  in 
this  case,  there  is  no  fear.  Although  he  cannot  think,  and 
wonders  how  any  person  who  has  ever  been  entrusted  to 
act  with  the  powers  of  Government  can  think,  that  the  modes 
by  which  any  Commissioner  may  be  instructed  to  carry  any 
powers  into  execution,  that  the  secret  situation  of  persons 
and  things,  that  the  springs  and  motives  should  be  made 
publick ;  yet  he  has  no  objection  to  the  laying  the  powers 
themselves  before  Parliament  and  the  publick.  The  act  of 
Parliament  doth  in  general  prescribe  what  they  must  be, 
and  the  commission  gives  such  only  as  that  act  authorizes. 
It  gives  a  power  of  granting  general  and  also  special  par- 
dons ;  it  empowers  the  Commissioners  to  confer  with  any  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects,  without  exception  ;  it  authorizes  and 
directs  them  to  inquire  into  the  state  and  causes  of  their 
complaints ;  it  cannot  offer  any  terms — no  such  have  ever 

never  be  by  a  peace  military  establishment,  and  a  reduced  peace  naval 
establishment  from  twenty  to  sixteen  thousand  men;  and  when  the  petty 
augmentations  took  place,  early  in  the  ensuing  spring,  he  again  told  them, 
that  the  force  they  were  sending  out  would  answer  no  other  end  but  to 
disgrace  the  British  arms.  The  event  showed  that  his  predictions  were 
true ;  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  he  was  once  more 
under  the  necessity  of  telling  them  of  their  blunders,  and  incapacity  of 
conducting  the  affairs  of  a  great  nation,  either  in  war  or  peace ;  yet,  even 
at  this  last  period,  he  perceived  that  Administration  were  not  to  be 
taught  by  experience.  They  regimented  an  army  on  paper;  twenty-five 
thousand  men  were  to  conquer  America;  three  months  were  elapsed,  yet 
half  the  number  were  not  to  be  procured,  though  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  were  ransacked  and  left  defenceless ;  at  length  foreigners  were 
applied  to ;  foreigners  were  procured  ;  more  than  one-half  of  them  still 
remained  in  their  country,  the  other  half  were  now  tossing  about  in  the 
Bay  of  Biscay,  and  America  was  lost. 

Lord  jyorth  said  he  was  against  the  motion,  but  not  for  the  reason  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  moved  it  seemed  about  to  apologize.  It  was, 
to  be  sure,  partly  late  in  the  season ;  but  if  the  nation  could  derive  the 
least  benefit  from  it,  he  had  not  the  least  objection  to  sit  weeks  or  months ; 
but  to  call  for  instructions  given  to  Commissioners  was  a  matter  totally 
new  to  him,  either  as  an  ofiicial  man  or  a  member  of  that  House.  His 
Lordship  observed,  that  in  matters  of  negotiation,  it  was  usual  to  give 
instructions,  to  let  the  treaty  go  on,  to  wait  for  the  issue  of  it,  and  then 
form  a  judgment.  If  the  treaty  should  miscarry,  if  no  fruits  should  be 
produced  from  it,  then  it  would  be  time  enough  to  inquire  into  the  tenour 
of  the  instructions,  to  see  whether  they  were  such  as  ought  to  have  been 
given,  and  such  as,  from  their  professed  objects,  were  likely  to  succeed. 
He  said,  in  some  situations,  the  business  of  a  General  was  as  much  to 
negotiate  as  to  fight.  The  knowledge  of  his  own  strength,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  enemy,  led  him  into  many  important  secrets,  which  frequently 
served  as  a  basis  of  future  accommodation.  As  to  the  original  cause  of 
the  present  disputes,  he  was  not  in  office  when  they  arose.  He  had  his 
own  opinion,  and  it  was  always  the  same,  that  you  must  couple  the  claim 
of  this  country  with  a  tax  framed  in  some  shape  or  other ;  but  nothing 
was  farther  from  his  thoughts  than  to  press  his  opinion  on  any  man. 
Some  were  for  taxation,  others  were  for  adhering  to  the  supremacy  of 
this  country ;  some  again  thought  that  the  American  Charters  ought  to 
be  inviolably  preserved,  while  others  imputed  all  the  present  evils  to  that 
source;  in  all  events,  among  such  a  variety  of  discordant  opinions,  he 
should  always  abide  by  the  sense  of  that  Hoifse ;  and  finally,  that  the  real 
intention  of  the  Commission  now  sent  out  was  not  so  much  to  agree  upon 
any  specifick  terms,  as  to  sound  the  real  disposition  of  America,  in  order 
to  learn  what  the  people  of  that  country  were  ultimately  desirous  to 
obtain. 

Mr.  Burke  was  very  severe  on  Administration.  He  contended  that 
the  House  had  a  right  to  know  what  powers  were  delegated  to  the  Com- 
missioners ;  for  as  it  was  a  Parliamentary  affair.  Parliament  ought  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  every  material  step  taken.  He  said  he  wished  to 
know  in  what  manner  the  Commissioners  were  instructed  to  treat  with 
the  two  persons  {Hancock  and  Adams)  excepted  out  of  General  Gage's 
famous  Proclamation,  offering  a  pardon  and  indemnity  to  all  America, 
or  with  General  l^ee ;  whether  unconditional  submission,  in  the  language 
of  a  noble  Lord  [Lord  George  Germaine]  over  the  way,  was  intended  to 
be  the  ultimatum.  He  said  that  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last  talked 
much  of  the  necessity  of  supporting  Government  and  Administration, 
as  if  they  were  synonymous  terms.  For  his  part,  he  looked  upon  them 
to  be  extremely  different ;  and  a  stronger  proof  need  not  be  given  than 
that,  though  Administration  were  swept  away,  Government  would  never- 
theless remain  the  same.  If  the  noble  Lord  had  not  asserted  it  himself, 
he  could  hvdly  have  imagined  a  commission  was  granted,  and  instruc- 
tions given,  without  any  specifick  directions  whatever,  further  than 
to  sound  the  disposition  of  America,  or,  in  other  words,  to  feel  its 
pulse. 

Lord  J^orth  said  a  few  words  by  way  of  explanation.    He  observed. 
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yet  been  settled  by  Parliament ;  nor  has  the  Congress,  nor 
any  of  the  Americans,  ever  yet  oflered  any  wiiich  Parliii- 
ment  could  listen  to.  These  being  the  only  powers  of  the 
commission,  the  instructions  can  give  no  power  of  agreeing 
upon  or  settling  any  tenns  of  accommodation ;  they  hold 
out  no  ultimatum  ;  they  make  no  concessions  ;  they  do  not 
presume  to  bind  Parliament — they  cannot  do  that ;  they 
go  to  empowering  the  Commissionei-s  not  to  treat,  but  to 
confer  and  to  sound  for  grounds  of  peace ;  but  all  must  be 
referred  to  Parliament.  They  are  not  Plenipotentiaries; 
they  cannot  have  full  powers.  Whatever  gentlemen  may 
think  of  the  affections  of  the  Americans  in  general  towards 
this  country,  and  tiieir  readiness  to  come  to  terms  with  us, 
I  am  sure  their  leaders  will  never  feel  or  express  such  duty 
towards  us,  unless  they  have  some  proof  of  our  resolution 
and  power.  It  would  be  dangerous  even  to  peace  itself,  to 
hold  out  any  proposition  which  might  not  succeed.  The  full 
extent  of  the  plan,  as  contained  in  the  commission,  has  been 
suggested  to  the  persons  employed  ;  further  communications 
at  present  would  be  very  improper.  After  the  experiment 
is  made,  and  the  service  actually  gone  into,  whether  it  suc- 
ceeds or  not,  it  will  then  be  a  proper  object  for  Parliament 
to  take  under  consideration,  in  every  part  of  it ;  at  present,  I 
must  object  to  those  communications  which  the  motion  re- 
quires. 

Mr.  Burke.  The  noble  Lord  has  not  only  refused  to 
give  the  instructions,  but  also  to  give  any  reason  why  he  will 
not.  The  noble  Lord  made,  indeed,  an  exception  in  his 
refusal,  and  did  allow  there  might  be  a  special  case  in  which 

tiat  if  we  were  in  doubt  whether  we  should  be  able  to  maintain  our 
right,  it  was  at  least  our  duty  to  try  and  exert  every  means  in  our  power. 
The  stake  we  played  for  was  a  great  and  important  one,  and  we  should 
exert  every  nerve  to  obtain  it.  It  was  the  wish  of  Administration  to 
avoid  the  effusion  of  blood  as  much  as  possible ;  but  nothing  specifick 
could  be  done  till  the  claims  of  Jimerica  were  known:  then  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  acquaint  Parliament,  who  would  be  enabled  to  judge 
whether  they  were  such  as  would  accord  with  the  dignity  and  interests 
of  this  country. 

Mr.  Fox  was  uncommonly  violent.  He  doubted  much  if  the  Commis- 
aioners  were  at  all  empowered  to  treat,  or  even  to  sound ;  but  were  rather 
instructed  to  carry  fire,  sword,  and  devastation,  wherever  they  were  to 
go.  He  dwelt  a  considerable  time  on  the  wanton  cruelties  exercised  in 
tJie  course  of  our  naval  operations;  such  as  burning  the  towns  of  JVoi"- 
folk,  in  Virginia,  and  of  Falmouth.  He  said  it  was  a  barbarous  dispo- 
sition to  do  mischief  for  mischiers  sake ;  it  was  unmanly,  base,  and 
would  forever  remain  a  disgrace  to  the  British  arms.  He  spoke  much 
of  a  certain  pamphlet,  (Dr.  Price's,)  and  observed  that  it  had  opened  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  who  saw  plainly  that  this  country  was  brought  to  the 
brink  of  ruin  and  destruction,  and  that  the  first  great  event  would  pro- 
bably be  an  account  of  General  Hoxve'a  total  liefeat,  followed  by  a  national 
bankruptcy ;  and  concluded  with  observing,  that  one  general  system  of 
power  had  of  late  years  been  adopted,  which  was  uniformly  directed  to 
annihilate  and  overturn  the  liberties  of  this  country  ;  that  this  plan  had 
been  unremittingly  pursued  by  the  Minister ;  that  slavery  was  the  ulti- 
mate object  of  all  his  measures ;  and  that  it  mattered  very  little  who 
was  the  deviser  of  this  unnatural  conspiracy,  for  it  was  plain  that  the 
Minister,  by  the  whole  tenour  of  his  conduct,  had  made  himself  respon- 
sible to  the  nation :  he  pursued  with  ardour,  and  without  remorse,  what- 
ever desperate  scheme  his  traitorous  and  concealed  employers  chalked 
out  for  him. 

Mr.  Jldam  disapproved  of  the  motion,  because  it  was  unusual  to  call 
for  instructions  till  something  had  been  done  in  the  business ;  and  that, 
however,  he  formed  little  or  no  expectation  from  the  Commission  which 
was  the  subject  of  the  present  motion.  He  believed  it  would  meet  with 
a  similar  fate  to  that  of  the  noble  Lord's  conciliatory  proposition  :  that 
was,  in  his  opinion,  surrendering  the  dignity  of  Parliament  to  answer  no 
purpose.  He  begged  that  such  gentlemen  as  did  him  the  honour  to  re- 
member anything  he  said,  would  recollect  that  he  foretold  the  fate  of  that 
proposition  the  very  instant  it  was  made;  and  he  was  inclined  to  think 
that  the  commission  and  instructions  would  meet  with  the  same  fate. 
He  was  always  of  opinion  that  no  middle  path  could  be  struck  out;  that 
either  America  must  be  abandoned,  or  the  legislative  control  of  this 
country  be  maintained  without  diminution  ;  for  as  soon  as  the  authority 
of  this  country  came  to  be  a  conditional  authority,  unless  the  conditions 
were  prescribed  by  Great  Britain,  we  should  from  that  instant  cease  to 
have  substantial  or  beneficial  authority  over  America  at' all. 

Mr.  T.  To-wnshend  observed,  that  Parliament  had  talked  in  a  high 
strain  against  Jimerica ;  but  what  Parliament  thought  or  resolved,  one 
way  or  the  other,  was  of  very  little  consequence,  for  Administration 
would  act  just  as  they  liked.  Parliament,  instead  of  taking  the  lead, 
was  at  length  degraded  into  a  mere  engine  of  Government — one  day  to 
bully,  another  to  conciliate,  and  the  next,  he  foresaw,  would  be  to  sue  for 
terms  to  .America.  Such  was  the  case  a  few  years  back,  in  the  case  of 
Lord  milsborovgh's  circulatory  letter  to  the  Colonies.  While  Parlia- 
ment was  asserting  the  supremacy  of  this  country,  and  the  unlimited, 
unconditional  right  of  taxation  over  America,  this  letter  contained  the 
most  specifick  declaration  that  no  tax  whatever  should  be  ever  laid  on 
that  country.  He  said,  however,  that  that  letter  was  productive  of  much 
worse  consequences  than  barely  contradicting  the  sense  of  Parliament. 
A  British  Administration  was  no  longer  to  be  relied  on ;  for  the  solemn 
engagement  made  for  his  Majesty  to  three  millions  of  his  subjects,  was 
no  sooner  made  than  it  was  shamefully  violated.  What  dependance, 
then,  could  America  have  on  any  future  promise?  How  could  she  trust 
to  the  sincerity  of  our  professions,  when  all  Administrations  had  to  do 


such  previous  communication  might  be  requisite;  but  if 
the  special  case  as  stated  by  the  right  honourable  mover  is 
not  that  special  case,  his  Lordship's  candour  might  have 
spared  itself  the  trouble  of  that  exception,  for  there  never 
can  be  any  special  case  wherem  such  communication  can 
be  proper.  1  do  justice,  however,  to  the  principles  of  the 
noble  Lord.  In  spite  of  all  violence  which  he  is  drawn 
to  do  to  them,  he  has  again  relapsed  into  his  natural  bias 
towards  justice  and  humanity.  He  is  willing  to  give  up 
taxation  ;  he  has  no  objection  to  treating,  or  at  least  confer- 
ring with  Rebels ;  with  Rebels  without  exception,  whether 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  or  after  they  laid  down  their  arms. 
Although  he  will  not  tell  this  House  what  the  terms  to  be 
offered  or  accepted  are,  yet,  to  talk  of  conferring  without 
some  instructions  on  what  terms  the  persons  conferring  are 
to  meet,  is  nonsense,  downright  nonsense.  Some  conditions 
.  are  therefore  in  embryo  at  least ;  but,  then,  how  is  this  to  be 
reconciled  to  the  doctrine  of  another  noble  Lord,  who,  it 
is  said,  has  the  confidence  and  the  lead  in  these  American 
measures,  who  is  the  Executive  Minister  in  this  department? 
He  can  admit  no  preliminary  but  unconditional  submission. 
Between  the  various  jarring  opinions  of  Ministers  themselves, 
(more  opposite  at  times  than  even  those  of  Opposition  itself 
are  to  them,)  the  object  of  the  war,  or  the  ends  of  peace 
have  never  yet  been  clearly  fixed.  In  the  very  session  in 
which  unconditional  submission  seemed  to  predominate  and 
become  the  fixed  object  of  the  war ;  in  the  very  session  in 
which,  after  many  puzzling  and  perplexed  clashings,  a  re- 
venue seemed  to  be  the  end  aimed  at ;  -in  that  very  session 

would  be  to  get  Parliament  to  overrule  them,  or  remove  the  Minister 
under  whose  immediate  directions  the  faith  of  the  nation  had  been 
pledged?  This  was  precisely  the  case  with  the  letter  in  question.  Ame- 
rica rested  satisfied  with  the  assurances  it  contained  ;  and  when  the  sys- 
tem was  to  be  changed,  the  Minister  was  removed,  and  his  engagement 
on  the  part  of  this  nation  set  at  naught,  as  a  mere  unauthorized  act  of 
office. 

Lord  George  Germaine  said  the  Commissioners  had  no  power  to 
enter  into  any  treaty  whatever  with  our  rebellious  subjects  in  .America, 
further  than  to  receive  the  submissions  of  such  as  were  disposed  lo  re- 
turn to  their  duty,  and  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment ;  and  as  the  Parliament  had  agreed  to  send  Commissioners,  he  had 
no  doubt  but  those  named  by  his  Majesty  were  the  fittest  for  efl'ecting 
the  objects  of  the  commission.  It  was  proper  to  make  the  experiment ; 
none  of  the  operations  on  sea  or  land  would  be  suspended ;  and  though 
the  matter  should  not  be  brought  to  maturity,  nor  the  objects  of  the 
commission  succeed,  it  was  necessary  that  the  intentions  of  Parliament 
should  be  complied  with. 

Colonel  Barre  took  notice  that  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  had 
confessed  that  the  Commissioners  were  sent  out  not  to  treat,  but  to 
sound.  He  said  it  was  a  happy,  and,  he  believed,  very  proper  expression. 
It  might  be  every  way  descriptive  of  the  fate  of  the  errand ;  and  it  was 
not  very  improbable  that  both  the  noble  Commissioner  and  his  brother 
would  be  employed  in  sounding  the  coasts  o(  America.  [A  loud  laugh 
on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House.]  He  said  he  knew  both  the  gen- 
tlemen extremely  well ;  they  were  men  of  integrity  and  high  honour, 
and  of  eminent  skill  in  their  respective  professions.  He  had  served  with 
one  of  them  in  America,  during  the  late  war,  and  was  personally  ac- 
quainted with  the  other;  but  at  the  same  time  he  did  not  think  that 
Administration  could  have  picked  out  two  men  more  unqualified  for  the 
effectuating  so  abstruse,  difficult,  and  arduous  a  business,  as  that  com- 
mitted to  their  charge  by  the  commission.  He  was  extremely  .severe  on 
the  conduct  of  Administration  ;  said  the  armaments,  both  by  sea  and 
land,  were  shamefully  delayed ;  that  neither  were  the  troops  nor  trans- 
ports ready ;  part  of  the  Hessians  had  not  yet  left  Germany,  though  the 
22d  of  JW(ji/was  arrived.  Surely  Ministers,  ignorant  as  they  were,  could 
not  imagine  that  troops  still  in  Germany  would  arrive  early  enough  in 
America,  this  season,  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  an  offensive  war,  a 
war  of  conquest.  He  then  took  a  general  view  of  the  state  of  the  whole 
empire,  and  its  several  parts  of  Irelatid  and  the  East  and  West-Indies. 
He  said  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  from  its  obsequiousness  to  the  Mi- 
nister, had  rendered  that  country  totally  defenceless,  by  stripping  it  of  its 
troops  ;  that  the  East-Indies  was  in  a  state  of  internal  confusion  and  ex- 
ternal imbecility;  that  the  West-Indies  was  on  the  eve  of  famine,  and  that 
JVorth-Atnerica  was  forever  lost ;  so  that,  without  any  attempt  from  a 
foreign  enemy,  the  consequences  to  be  expected  were  dreadful  to  think 
on ;  but  if  France  should  take  an  advantage  of  such  a  state  of  things, 
one  or  all  of  them  must  fall  a  prey  to  the  ambitious  designs  of  that  rest- 
less power. 

Governour  Johnstone  closed  the  debate,  and  was  personally  severe  on 
the  Minister.  He  expatiated  greatly  on  the  numerous  infamous  jobs 
that  were  every  day  going  on,  and  enumerated  the  various  methods  there 
were  devised  for  creating  corrupt  majorities  in  that  House.  He  spoke 
of  the  Ucenses  granted  by  the  Admiralty  Board,  and  remarked  a  curious 
fact  which  had  come  out  in  the  papers  laid  before  the  House,  which  was 
a  contract  of  Sir  .fames  Cockhurn  and  James  Bogle  French,  for  ten 
thousand  gallons  of  rum,  at  four  shillings  per  gallon,  though  it  was  well 
known  that  the  contract  might  be  executed  at  two  shillings  a  gallon. 
No  wonder  that  the  people  were  plundered  and  the  nation  undone. 
No  wonder  that  there  were  decisive  majorities  in  that  House,  and 
numerous  addresses  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom.  No  wonder  that 
the  .imerican  war  was  become  a  favourite  war  with  the  majority  of 
that  House,  though  hated  and  disapproved  of  by  every  man  in  the  king- 
dom, who  had  not  a  personal  interest  in  its  continuance. — St.  James't 
Chronicle. 
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of  contradictions,  this  Ministry  have  sent  out  Commissioners  Mr.  T.  Townshend  observed  tiiat  Parliament  had  talked 

to  give  up  taxation  and  all  expectation  of  a  revenue,  and  to  in  a  high  strain  ai;ainst  America ;  but  wiiat  Parliament 

make  peace  without  any  notion  of  conditions.     So  far  from  thought  or  resolved  one  way  or  the  other,  was  of  very  little 

expecting  that  the  Rebels  should  lay  down  their  arms,  they  consequence,  for  Administration  would  act  just  as  they  liked, 

are  to  treat ;  I  will  not  use  the  word  "  confer  " — I  detest  Parliament,  instead  of  taking  the  lead,  was  at  length  degra- 


all  quibbles,  unworthy  the  lowest  pettyfogging  attorney — 
they  are  to  treat  with  Rebels,  whether  they  lay  down  their 
arms,  or  meet  them  in  arms  and  array  of  arms.  He  then, 
with  much  wit,  described  these  double  Commissioners,  war- 
ring and  treating,  offering  pardons  both  general  and  special 
when  they  were  beat,  and  plundering  and  carrying  fire  and 
devastation  into  those  quarters  where  they  were  to  give 
peace. 

Mr.  Vyner  declared,  that  the  landed  gentlemen  came  into 
these  measures  in  support  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  realm, 
and  in  expectation  of  a  revenue  from  America  in  aid  of  the 
common  burden ;  the  refusal  of  which  was  the  first  step 
to  revolt  in  the  Americans,  and  the  establishing  of  which 
was  the  fixed  and  determined  object  of  the  war.  That,  in 
these  expectations,  they  had  cheerfully  come  into  the  grant- 
ing every  supply  which  had  been  demanded  ;  had  fixed  upon 
their  estates  a  four  shillings  tax  in  the  (xjund,  which  must 
last  forever ;  but  he  now  found  they  had  been  amused  ;  that 
they  had  been  led  into  a  fine  scrape ;  for  all  these  were  now 
to  be  given  up  without  consulting,  without  even  communi- 
cation with  Parliament.  That  it  was  now  time  to  be  ex- 
plk'it ;  it  was  now  time  to  declare,  that  they  could  not  go 
on  any  further  with  such  Ministers,  unless  they  abided  by 
the  plan  which  these  Ministers  first  held  out  to  them,  and 
on  which  the  country  gentlemen  joined  them. 

LordiVortA  said  taxation  was  not  to  be  given  up:  it  was 
to  be  enforced ;  but  whether  at  present,  or  hereafter,  was  a 
point  of  policy  which  the  Commissioners  would  iearn,  by 
sounding  the  people  upon  the  spot. 

Mr.  Fox.  According  to  the  noble  Lord's  explanation, 
Lord  Howe  and  his  brother  are  to  be  sent  out  as  spies,  not 
as  Cofnmissioners ;  that  if  they  cannot  get  on  shore,  they 
are  to  sound  upon  the  coasts.  On  the  point  of  taxation,  the 
ingenuity  of  the  noble  Lord  has  now  reconciled  what  gen- 
tlemen might  think  absolute  contradiction.  Parliament,  on 
one  hand,  pledged  by  Lord  Hillsborough,  and  the  Royal 
word  on  the  other  were  pledged  by  Lord  Botetourt  from  the 
seat  of  Government,  that  no  future  tax  shall  be  levied ;  and 
this  promise  is  to  be  kept  sacred.  Yet  the  country  gentle- 
men are  promised  a  revenue.  The  tea  duty — the  only  tax 
you  have — makes  no  revenue.     Yet  a  revenue  must  be  had 


ded  into  a  mere  engine  of  Government,  one  day  to  bully, 
another  to  conciliate,  and  the  next,  he  foresaw,  would  be 
to  sue  for  terms  to  America.  Such  was  the  case  a  few 
years  back,  in  the  case  of  Lord  Hillsborough's  circulatory 
letter  to  the  Colonies:  while  Pariiament  was  asserting  the 
supremacy  of  this  country,  and  the  unlimited,  unconditional 
right  of  taxation  over  America,  this  letter  contained  the 
most  specifick  declaration  that  no  tax  whatever  should  ever 
be  laid  on  that  country.  He  said,  however,  that  the  letter 
was  productive  of  much  worse  consequences  than  barely 
contradicting  the  sense  of  Pariiament ;  a  British  Adminis- 
tration was  no  longer  to  be  relied  on,  for  the  solemn  en- 
gagement for  his  Majesty  to  three  millions  of  his  subjects 
was  no  sooner  made  than  it  was  shamefully  violated.  What 
dependance,  then,  could  America  have  on  any  future  pro- 
mise? How  could  she  trust  to  the  sincerity  of  our  profes- 
sions, when  all  Administration  had  to  do  would  be  to  get 
Parliament  to  overrule  them,  or  remove  the  Minister  under 
whose  immediate  directions  the  faith  of  the  nation  had  been 
pledged  ?  This  was  precisely  the  case  with  the  letter  in 
question.  America  rested  satisfied  with  the  assurances  it 
contained ;  and  when  the  system  was  to  be  changed,  the 
Minister  was  removed,  and  his  engagement  on  the  part  of 
this  nation  set  at  nought,  as  a  mere  unauthorized  act  of 
office. 

Mr.  Powys  thought  that  a  noble  Lord's  expression,  of 
unconditional  submission,  ought  to  be  explained. 

Lord  George  Germaine  denied  that  he  ever  said  he 
should  require  an  unconditional  submission.  He  did  say, 
that  he  never  wished  to  see  the  Government  of  this  country 
treating  with  its  Colonies  while  they  were  at  arms  against 
it.  He  then  quoted  the  act  of  Pariiament,  and  reasoning 
from  that,  showed  that  whatever  turn  might  be  given,  or 
what  constructions  might  be  made  from  particular  or  vague 
expressions,  the  fact  was,  that  no  commission  nor  instruc- 
tions, formed  on  the  basis  of  that  act,  could  ever  mean  to 
send  out  Commissioners  to  treat  with  Rebels  in  arms.  The 
powers  of  the  commission  empowered  the  Commissioners  to 
restore  either  whole  Colonies,  or  any  bodies  of  them,  or 
even  individuals,  to  the  King's  peace,  whenever  they  re- 
turned  to  their  duty.     The  Commanders,  both  by  sea  and 


from  America ;  and  if  the  Americans  will  not  of  themselves  land,  were  to  carry  on  war  against  Rebels  in  arms ;  how, 

give  a  revenue,  we  must  tax  them,  says  that  sweet  essence  then,  could  they  treat  with  them  ?    If  there  appeared,  in  any 

of  wisdom  the  Conciliatoiy  motion.     Lord  Hillsborough's  one  Colony  or  individual,  a  desire  of  returning  to  duty ;  if 

letter  and  Lord  Botetourt's  speech,  have  promised,  even  by  they  or  he  could  be  received  into  the  King's  peace  and  have 

sacred  word,  that  we  never  shall  lay  any  future  taxes.    But  pardon,  the  commission  enables  the  Commissioners  to  con- 

a  revenue  must  be  had,  and  we  must  tax.     The  object,  fer,  and  to  encourage  such  dispositions  in  order  to  give  peace, 

therefore,  of  the  war  is  the  tea  tax,  which  neither  does  or  Thus  far  the  noble  Lord  on  the  same  bench  [Lord  I^orth] 

ever  will  raise  any  revenue.     But  it  is  a  tax,  and  therefore,  is  justified  in  what  he  said.     But  he  did  not,  he  never  could 

according  to  the  noble  Lord's  logick,  we  tax  them.     But  it  mean  that  the  Commissioners  were  to  treat  on  the  terms  of 

is  no  new  tax,  and  therefore  we  keep  our  word.     There  the  submission  of  the  Colonies,  on  the  terms  of  their  duty 

cannot  be  a  tax  without  a  revenue,  and  therefore  the  coun-  to  the  supreme  legislature,  or  on  the  right  of  taxation.    This 

try  gentlemen  must  be  satisfied,  for  if  it  does  not  raise  so  legislature  cannot,  the  act  of  Pariiament  does  not,  give  up 

much  as  they  expect,  that  is  not  the  noble  Lord's  fault,  the  sovereignty  of  the   supreme   legislature ;  cannot  and 

And  upon  this  curious  bead-roll  of  syllogisms,  we  are  to  pro-  does  not  give  up  the  right  of  taxation.     No  instruction  can 

secute  a  ruinous  war,  or  to  make  a  shameful  peace.     He  authorize  any  one  ever  to  treat  about  these  objects.     And 

then  ridiculed  the  inconsistency  of  the  two  plans  of  war  and  unless  we  give  up  all  these,  a  revenue,  some  way  or  other, 

treaty,  and  the  difference  of  rebellions.  must  be  had  from  America,  as  from  a  part,  in  common  aid 

Mr.  Adam  objected  to  the  motion ;  blamed  the  whole  of  the  whole.     This  was  what  the  noble  Lord  intended, 


conduct  of  Lord  North ;  and  gave,  as  his  reason  for  oppo- 
sing the  motion,  that  he  conceived,  if  the  noble  Lord  should 
affect  to  give  way  to  it,  it  would  be  only  to  gain  a  previous 
sanction  to  a  plan  which,  in  the  situation,  and  under  the 
circumstances,  to  which  he  had,  by  his  conduct,  brought  the 
affairs  of  this  country,  it  was,  perhaps,  right  he  should  try, 
in  order  to  extricate  himself;  but  that  Pariiament,  which 
had  no  share  in  the  conduct  which  brought  matters  to  this 
pass,  ought  to  have  no  concern  in  this  shift.  He,  for  his 
part,  would  never  agree  to  anything  which  should  preclude 


and  this,  I  venture  to  say,  as  pledging  the  noble  Lord's  opi- 
nion. 

Colonel  Barre.  The  noble  Lord  says  that  the  Com- 
missioners cannot  treat  till  the  Rebels  have  laid  down  their 
arms.  Does  the  act  of  Pariiament  mention  any  conditions 
upon  which,  laying  down  their  arms,  they  are  to  be  received 
into  the  King's  peace  ?  Has  the  noble  Lord  mentioned  any 
conditions  ?  What,  then,  signifies  all  these  distinctions  in 
debate  ?     In  fact,  their  submission  must  be  unconditional. 

Governour  Johnstone  closed  the  debate  by  insisting  upon 


I 


him,  or  might  preclude  Parliament,  from  a  full  liberty  of  it  that  the  noble  Lord  [Lord  George  Germame]  had  in  ex- 
censuring  the  conduct  of  the  noble  Lord  when  it  came  to  press  terms,  required  unconditiona  submission,  ihat  the 
be  compared  in  the  issue,  with  the  effect  of  which  it  must 


be  the  'cause,  and  for  which  it  must  be  responsible.  He 
therefore  desired  that  the  Minister  might  either  stand  or  fall 
by  his  own  measures. 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi.  25 


Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  [Lord  North]  was  for  treaty  and  con- 
ciliation almost  on  any  conditions,  so  that  Great  Britain 
could  derive  any  advantage  from  it.  That  these  opinions 
were  totally  and  absolutely  irreconcilable.     What  might  he 
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made  out  of  the  hotline-podge  of  both  jumbled  together,  he 
left  to  the  House  to  consider,  and  to  events  to  prove. 
The  House  divided.     The  yeas  went  forth : 

,      .               \  I>ord  John  Cavendish,      -    )      q- 
Tellers  for  the  yeas,  j  ^^^  p^^^ \ 

„  ,      ,  ^  Sir  Grey  Cooper,     ---),- 

Tellers  for  the  noes,  j  ^,^_  Gascoyne,  ..--]'' 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


1 


ThureJay,  May  23,  1776. 
Mr.  Hartley  said  that  there  was  not  any  occasion  for 
many  words  to  explain  the  motives  for  recommending  such 
an  Address  as  he  proposed  to  the  House,  as  the  terms  in 
which  it  was  drawn  up  were,  when  read,  sufficiently  ex- 
planatory of  the  intent;  that  he  wished  to  leave  upon 
record  a  testimony  for  himself  and  for  his  friends,  of  their 
anxiety  and  apprehensions  for  the  important  events  of  this 
year,  and  of  their  readiness  to  sacrifice  the  personal  consi- 
derations of  rural  amusements  and  relaxations,  to  the  mo- 
mentous concerns  of  tliis  country  and  America.  He  thought 
that  the  unlimited  con6dence,  which  the  House  had  put  m 
Ministers,  who  were  known  to  be  adverse  to  America, 
without  any  materials  of  information  laid  before  them, 
together  with  the  neglectful  manner  of  turning  our  back 
upon  their  cause,  would  alienate  the  Americans  from  the 
hopes  of  reconciliation.  He  therefore  wished  to  show  them 
that  they  still  had  some  friends  left,  who  thought  no  anxiety 
or  labour  too  much  to  take  the  least  chance  of  improving 
any  favourable  event  that  might  happen,  towards  the  re- 
storation of  peace,  and  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood. 
He  moved —  . 

"  That  an  Iwmble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
setting  forth,  that  his  faithful  Commons,  in  compliance  with 
the  sentiments  and  recommendations  of  his  Majesty's  most 
gracious  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session,  have 
been  induced  to  support  his  Majesty  with  very  great  and  ex- 
pensive armaments,  both  by  sea  and  land,  together  with  many 
powei-s  of  coercion  and  punishment  of  such  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  in  America  as  are  in  a  state  of  resistance  to  his 
authority,  that  his  faithful  Commons,  reposing  themselves 
implicitly  upon  the  wisdom  and  moderation  of  his  Majes- 
ty's counsels,  and  without  any  communication  of  the  detail 
of  matters  and  transactions  in  America,  either  from  the 
Govemoure  of  the  several  Provinces,  or  the  Commanders  of 
his  Majesty's  forces,  or  any  communication  of  authentick 
papers  from  any  of  the  publick  offices  corresponding  with 
the  Plantations,  which  might  be  explanatory  of  the  views, 
tempers,  forces,  connections,  publick  proceedings,  number 
and  disposition  of  the  persons  discontented  and  in  arms, 
have  adopted  measures,  in  general  confidence  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  speech  froin  the 
throne,  without  specifick  materials  of  information,  his  Majesty 
not  having  thought  proper  to  refer  any  such  to  this  House ; 
that  his  faithful  Commons,  having  reposed  a  boundless  trust 
in  the  wisdom  of  his  Majesty's  counsels,  think  themselves 
so  much  the  more  bound  to  their  constituents,  and  to  their 
country,  to  watch  that  the  powers  which  they  have  so  en- 
trusted to  his  Majesty  may  not  be  ignorantly  or  destructively 
applied  by  his  Minister.    And  as  the  events  of  this  anxious 
and  important  year  may  probably  be  decisive  to  the  future 
union  and  well-being  of  all  his  Majesty's  dominions ;  and 
as  the  advice  of  Parliament  at  the  shortest  notice  may  be 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  salvation  of  these  king- 
doms ;  and  as  a  continued  series  of  unsuccessful  and  un- 
proraised  events  have  attended  the  execution  of  his  Majesty's 
counsels  for  many  months  past,  from  the  loss  of  IVcorirfc- 
roga  to  the  retreat  of  his  Majesty's  forces  from  Boston, 
which  seem  to  betray  either  ignorance  or  concealment  of 
the  operating  causes  which  have  jiroduced  such  unexpected 
events,  and  which  have  occasioned  a  general  disquietude 
and  alarm ;  that  his  faithful  Commons  humbly  entreat  that 
his  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  not  to  prorogue  the 
Parliament,  but  that  he  will  suffer  them  to  continue  sitting, 
by  adjournments,  during  the  summer,  that  they  may  be 
ready  to  receive  from  time  to  time  such  information  of  the 
transactions  in  America  as  his  Majesty  shall  think  proper  to 
lay  before  them,  to  watch  and  to  provide  for  every  impor- 
tant event  at  the  earliest  moment." 
It  passed  in  the  negative. 


ThursOay,  May  23,  }776. 
The  King  came  to  the  House  of  Peers.    Before  his  Ma- 
jesty passed  the  Bills, 

The  Speaker  addressed  him  to  the  following  purport : — 

"TViay  it  please  your  Majesty  : 

"  Your  Majesty's  faithful  Commons  have,  in  the  present 
session,  passed  several  wise,  salutary,  and  necessary  laws  ; 
particularly  the  law  for  prohibiting  all  trade  and  commerce 
with  America ;  the  law  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual 
manning  your  Majesty's  Navy;  and  the  law  for  establishing  a 
National  Militia.     Your  Majesty's  faithful  Commons,  with 
equal  assiduity  and  attention,  have  performed  every  duty, 
through  a  long  and  severe  session.     The  business  of  Ame- 
rica has  engrossed   the   greatest    part   of  their  attention. 
Nothing  has  been  wanting  on  their  part  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  Government.    They  have  voted  the  most  full  and 
ample  supplies.     Convinced  of  the  justice  and  necessity  of 
securing  the  subordinate  dependance  of  America,  they  have 
cheerfully  co-operated  in  every  proposition  for  securing  the 
duty  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  that  country,  and  their 
obedience  to  the  legislative  power  of  Great  Britain.    Your 
Majesty's  faithful  Commons,  whatever  measures  may  have 
been  taken  for  the  security  of  both,  by  a  proper  exertion  of 
the  strength  of  this  country,  do  not  wish  for  conquest,  but 
for  peace°and  conciliation.     And  trusting  to  your  Majesty's 
parental  attention  to  the  interests  of  every  part  of  the  empire, 
they  have  a  full  reliance  on  your  Majesty's  wisdom  and  good- 
ness, that  the  present  disputes  with  America  will  be  happily 
terminated,  and  peace  established  on  so  firm  a  basis  as  to 
prevent  a  return  of  the  same  evil  in  times  to  come." 

His  Majesty  put  an  end  to  the  Session  with  the  following 
Speech : — 
"My  Lords  and  Gentlemen : 

"  The  conclusion  of  the  publick  business,  and  the  ad- 
vanced season  of  the  year,  make  it  proper  for  me  to  give 
you  some  recess ;  but  I  cannot  put  an  end  to  this  session 
without  assuring  you  that  the  fresh  instances  of  your  affec- 
tionate attachment  to  me,  and  of  your  steady  attention  and 
adherence  to  the  true  interests  of  your  country,  vvhich  you 
have  shown  throughout  the  whole  course  of  your  important 
deliberations,  afford  me  the  highest  satisfaction. 

"  No  alteration  has  happened  in  the  state  of  foreign  affairs 
since  your  meeting ;  and  it  is  with  pleasure  I  inform  you 
that  the  assurances  which  I  have  received  of  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  several  Powers  in  Europe  promise  a  continu- 
ance of  the  general  tranquillity. 
"Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons  : 

"  It  was  with  real  regret  and  concern  that  I  found  myself 
under  the  necessity  of  asking  of  my  faithful  Commons  any 
extraordinary  supplies.  1  thank  you  for  the  readiness  and 
despatch  with  which  they  have  been  granted  ;  and  they  are 
the  more  acceptable  to  me,  as  you  have  shown,  in  the  man- 
ner of  raising  them,  an  equal  regard  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  and  the  ease  of  my  people ;  and  you  may  be  assur- 
ed, that  the  confidence  you  repose  in  me  shall  be  used  with 
proper  frugality,  and  applied  only  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  intended. 


"My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  : 

"  We  are  engaged  in  a  great  national  cause,  the  prosQCU- 
tion  of  which  must  inevitably  be  attended  with  many  diffi- 
culties, and  much  expense  ;  but  when  we  consider  that  the 
essential  rights  and  interests  of  the  whole  empire  are  deeply 
concerned  "in  the  issue  of  it,  and  can  have  no  safety  or 
security  but  in  that  constitutional  subordination  (or  which 
we  are  contending,  I  am  convinced  that  you  will  not  think 
any  price  too  high  for  the  preservation  of  such  objects. 

"  I  will  still  entertain  a  hope  that  my  rebellious  subjects 
may  be  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  errors,  and  that,  by  a 
voluntary  return  to  their  duty,  they  will  justify  me  m 
bringing  about  the  favourite  wish  of  my  heart,  the  restora- 
tion "of  harmony  and  the  re-establishment  of  order  and  hap- 
piness in  every  part  of  mv  dominions.  But  if  a  due  sub- 
mission should  not  be  obtained  from  such  motives  and  such 
dispositions  on  their  part,  I  trust  that  I  shall  be  able,  under 
the  blessings  of  Providence,  to  effectuate  it  by  a  full  exertion 
of  the  great  force  with  which  you  have  entrusted  me. 

The  Pariiament  was  then  prorogued  to  the  1st  o[  August. 
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GENERAL  ARNOLD  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Montreal,  May  8,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  Your  favour  of  the  3d  April  I  received 
a  few  days  since,  and  sliouid  have  answered  by  the  last  post 
but  was  obliged  to  go  to  Chambly  to  give  directions  atxjut 
some  gondolas  building  there.  I  heartily  congratulate  you 
on  the  success  of  your  arms  against  Boston,  and  am  sorry  it 
is  not  in  iny  power  to  give  you  a  more  pleasing  account  of 
our  affairs  in  this  country — which  wear  no  very  favourable 
aspect  at  present.  General  2'homas  arrived  here  about 
seven  days  since,  and  has  joined  the  Army  before  (^uebeck. 
General  M^ooster  is  disgusted,  and  expected  here  daily. 

Our  Army  consists  of  few  more  than  two  thousand  effec- 
tive men,  and  twelve  hundred  sick  and  unfit  for  duty,  chiefly 
with  the  small-pox,  which  is  universal  in  the  country.    We 
have  very  little  provisions,  no  cash,  and  less  credit,  and, 
until  the  arrival  of  the  heavy  cannon  and  two  mortars  from 
Cambridge,  our  artillery  has  been  trifling ;   the  mortars  I 
expect  will  reach  camp  to-morrow,  and  shells  can  be  sup- 
plied from  Three-Rivers.    I  hope  they  will  have  the  desired 
effect.     The  want  of  cash  has  greatly  retarded  our  opera- 
tions in  this  country.    We  are  fortifying  two  very  important 
posts  which  command  the  river  at  Richelieu,  fifteen  leagues 
above  Quebeck,  and  at  Jacques  Carder,  which  commands  a 
pass  between  two  mountains,  eleven  leagues  above  Qtiebeck. 
If  succours  should  arrive  before  we  can  possess  ourselves  of 
^uebeck,  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  maintain  these  two 
posts  until  a  reinforcement  arrives  to  our  assistance,  which 
we  are  told  are  on  their  way  here.     These  are  the  only 
posts  that  secure  the  river  until  you  approach  near  Mon- 
treal, and  of  so  much  consequence  that  nothing  but  superior 
numbers  will  oblige  us  to  abandon  them.     I  have  mounted 
three  twenty-four-pounders  on  a  gondola,  and  armed  seve- 
ral batteaus,  which  go  down  the  river  to-morrow.     These, 
with  a  schooner  mounting  ten  guns,  and  a  gondola  mount- 
ing one  twelve-pounder,  are  all  the  force  we  have  in  the 
river.     Four  other  gondolas  are  building  at  Chambly,  cal- 
culated to  mount  three  heavy  pieces  of  cannon ;  but  will 
not  be  complete  these  two  weeks.     To-morrow  I  set  off 
for  the  Army,  with  no  very  agreeable  prospects  before  me. 
Should  the  enemy  receive  any  considerable  reinforcement 
soon,  I  make  no  doubt  we  shall  have  our  hands  full ;  at 
any  rate,  we  will  do  all  that  can  be  expected  from  raw 
troops,  badly  clothed  and  fed,  and  worse  paid,  and  without 
discipline,  and  trust  the  event  to  Providence.     We  have 
received  advice  that  the  Eighth  Regiment,  of  about  four 
hundred  men,  with  a  number  of  savages,  are  coming  down 
from  the  upper  countries.     I  have  posted  five  hundred  men 
at  the  Cedars,  a  narrow  pass  fifteen  leagues  above  this  place. 
They  have  two  pieces  of  cannon  and  well  intrenched,  by 
which  the  enemy  must  pass.     I  have  only  time  to  beg  you 
will  accept  my  best  wishes  and  respectful  compliments,  and 
make  the  same  to  the  gentlemen  of  your  family. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  dear  General,  your  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant, 

Benedict  Arnold. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


LANDON  carter  to  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Sabine-Hall,  Muy  9,  1776. 
My  good  General:  If  ever  friendship  gave  vigor  to 
the  nerves  of  declining  age,  it  will  do  it  now,  to  enable  me 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  March  27.  I 
assure  you  I  endorsed  it,  "  The  History  of  the  Evacuation  of 
Boston,"  a  mere  magnum  in  parvo,  and  I  read  it  with  great 
pleasure  to  all  our  friends  around.  Permit  me  to  say  that 
you  have  made  good  the  prediction  of  my  first  acquaintance 
with  you — a  gentleman  as  free  from  I'eprehension  deserved 
as  I  was  acquainted  with ;  and  when  you  stepped  into  pub- 
lick,  I  left  the  euges  of  your  conduct  to  the  margin  of  my 
own  books,  to  be  read  by  those  who  study  good  characters ; 
and  every  Coriolanus  of  Rome  in  the  days  of  the  Volsci 
had  a  G  W  against  it ;  whilst  every  rash  Braddock  marked 
an  unfortunate  Sempronius  to  preserve  his  remembrance. 
Go  on,  my  dear  sir,  and  impress  on  every  memory  "the 
man  who  resolved  never  to  forget  the  citizen  in  the  Gene- 
ral." Would  to  God  that  such  virtue  existed  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  present  day!  that  the  quiet  and  happiness  of  our 
community  may  never  be  impeded  by  the  forgetfuluess  of 
the  citizen  in  the  rulers,  which  may  turn  up!     I  pray  to 


God  for  it,  because  I  think  the  language  of  the  times  seems 
to  have  forgotten  on  what  principles  this  otherwise  unac- 
countable unanimity  at  first  originated.  I  say  unaccount- 
able, for  who  could  have  dreamed  that  when  Province  was 
in  full  rage  against  Province,  not  only  for  territory  but 
even  for  trade,  and  that  not  through  the  ambition  of  ex- 
celling each  other;  when  even  Colonies  were  eternally 
ventnig  their  internal  reprobation  against  each  other,  rivers 
against,  rivers,  and  creeks  and  runs  divided  in  their  social 
happiness ;  1  say,  who  could  have  ever  expected  to  see 
such  a  continent  so  cordially  united  as  to  resist  possibly  the 
greatest  power  on  earth !  Certainly  nothing  but  the  fear  of 
being  enslaved  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  their  extensive 
boundary  ever  could  have  produced  so  mere  a  prodigy ! 
And  must  not  Heaven  have  hitherto  indicated  their  several 
modes  of  preservation  ?  Yes,  my  friend  ;  and  without  flat 
tery  I  say  it,  time  will  discover  that  your  social  virtue  has, 
like  the  one  Fompey  of  old,  in  the  style  of  Cicero,  been 
the  favoured  means  of  so  much  good  to  your  country ;  for 
I  cannot  help  foretelling  that  where  you  cannot  be  pre'sent 
with  your  humanity,  discipline,  forecast  and  prudence,  we 
shall  still  be  at  a  loss ;  for,  believe  me,  I  think  that  in  gene- 
ral we  are  too  much  tinctured  with  either  the  interest  or  the 
vanity  which  most  of  us  acquire  from  our  cradles.  I  speak 
as  from  myself;  it  has  cost  me  more  labour  to  conquer  such 
habits  than  ever  Hercules  had.  Such  an  Augean  stable  is  the 
whole  world  almost !  May,  then,  this  truly  sublime  com- 
pliment be  paid  to  every  man  on  publick  duty,  "That  he 
was  a  master  of  himself."  I  am  satisfied  you  must  con- 
clude what  I  allude  to,  therefore  I  will  not  trouble  you  with 
any  stricture  on  the  jargon  of  the  times.  I  only  wish  that 
every  one  was,  as  you  have  shown  yourself  to  be,  not  so 
much  in  quest  of  praise  and  emolument  to  yourself  as  of 
real  good  to  your  fellow-creatures. 

As  to  news,  you  must  be  nearer  to  its  fountain-head  than 
I  am,  if  America  can  be  said  to  have  such  a  place  at  this 
time.     I  can  only  say,  a  few  gentlemen  from  Richmond 
and  jEIssei;  have  retaken  a  prize  that  a  Dunmore  tender 
impudently  came  and  took  at  Hobbs's  Hole,  (a  mere  nest  of 
Tories.)     As  soon  as  it  was  known,  they  pursued  her  in 
open  boats,  amidst  showers  of  swivel-balls  and  bullets,  and 
had  well  nigh  taken  the  tender  as  well  as  the  prize ;  but 
she  was  so  well  provided  against  boarding  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  low-sided  boats  to  get  on  board.     An  attempt 
was  made  to  grapple  at  her  stern,  in  which  the  only  man, 
a  poor  slave,  was  wounded  and  lost.    We  have  heard  since 
that  we  killed  seven  of  her  men.     Some  attempted  to  peep 
at  our  boats  through  her  netting,  and  they,  it  is  imagined, 
were  instantly  shot.     A  brisk  gale  carried  her  away ;  but 
it  is  said  an  armed  vessel  from  Maryland  took  her  in  the 
bay,  after  killing  seventeen  men  more,  and  from  that  report 
we  have  heard  of  the  seven  we  killed ;  but  I  know  not  the 
truth  of  it.     General  Lee  has  gone  on  some  secret  expedi- 
tion, nobody  knows  where,  and  with  a  tolerable  force  of 
men  fit  for  such  business ;  this  also  but  report.    Our  papers 
must  certainly  tell  you  more  than  I  can  do.     I  could  have 
wished  that  ambition  had  not  so  visibly  seized  so  much 
ignorance  all  over  the  Colony  as  it  seems  to  have  done ; 
for  this  present  Convention  abounds  with  too  many  of  the 
inexperienced  creatures  to  navigate  our  bark  on  this  dan- 
gerous coast ;  so  that  I  fear  the  few  skilful  pilots  who  have 
hitherto  done  tolerably  well  to  keep  her  clear  from  destruc- 
tion, will  not  be  able  to  conduct  her  with  common  safety 
any  longer ;  and  as  this  injury  has  extended  even  to  some 
members  of  the  Congress,  who  certainly  must  issue  from 
the  vote  of  the  people  to  Convention  in  August  next,  who 
shall  we  have  there  ?     I  need  only  tell  you  of  one  defini- 
tion that  I  heard  of  Independency :  It  was  expected  to  he  a 
form  of  Government  that,  by  being  independent  of  the  rich 
men,  every  man  would  then  he  able  to  do  as  he  pleased. 
And  it  was  with  this  expectation  they  sent  the  men  they 
did,  in  hopes  they  would  plan  such  a  form.     One  of  the 
Delegates  I  heard  exclaim  against  the  Patrolling  law,  be- 
cause a  poor  man  was  made  to  pay  for  keeping  a  riph 
man's  slaves  in  order.     I  shamed  the  fool  so  much  for  it   ■ 
that  he  slunk  away ;  but  he  got  elected  by  it.     Another 
actually,  in  a  most  seditious  manner,  resisted  the  drafting 
the  Militia  by  lot,  to  be  ready  for  any  immediate  local 
emergency,  and  he  got  first  returned  that  way.     When  we 
used  legislation  such  rascals  would  have  been  turned  out ; 
but  now  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a  dog  will  eat  a  dog. 
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I  know  who  I  am  writing  to,  and  therefore  I  am  not  quite 
so  confined  in  my  expressions,  for  a  more  decent  language 
would  not  explain  my  meaning  so  well.  And  from  hence  it 
is  that  our  independency  is  to  arise !  Papers,  it  seems,  are 
everywhere  circulating  about  for  poor  ignorant  creatures  to 
sitm,  as  directions  to  their  Delegates  to  endeavour  at  an  in- 
dependency. In  vain  do  we  ask  to  let  it  be  explained  what 
is  designed  by  it !  If  the  form  of  Government  is  to  preserve 
justice,  order,  peace  and  freedom,  I  believe  there  are  few 
who  would  refuse ;  but  when  these  only  modes  of  social 
happiness  are  left  so  much  concealed,  or  not  touched  upon 
in  the  least,  what  sensible  creature  ouglit  to  trust  an  igno- 
rant representative  to  do  what  he  pleases  under  a  notion  of 
leaving  his  constituents  independent  ?  It  is  often  asked 
whether  the  present  measures  in  Great  Britain  speak  any 
freedom  in  the  reconciliation  proposed.  And  1  answer 
always.  No ;  but  far  from  it.  But  may  we  not  ask  among 
ourselves,  Whether  the  modes  we  are  in  can  speak  the  least 
happiness,  peace  or  freedom  ?  Thus  has  a  word  unluckily 
thrown  out  possessed  the  minds  of  rather  too  many,  when 
if  it  had  been  properly  explained  from  those  in  whose  wis- 
dom we  have  confided,  things  might  have  been  seriously  and 
soberly  considered  ;  and  then  some  good  form  of  Government 
might  possibly  have  been  the  result.  I  have  read  with  much 
attention  a  pamphlet  styled  "  Thoughts  on  Government." 
The  author  sees  with  myself  many  evils  that  may  possibly 
attend  his  proposal ;  but  perhaps  from  too  great  a  confi- 
dence in  the  presumed  parallel  between  corporeal  and  poli- 
tical bodies,  he  is  for  leaving  the  remedies  against  them  to 
times  of  more  tranquillity;  no  doubt  concluding  that  nature 
will  be  as  active  in  the  operations  of  the  latter  as  she  gene- 
rally is  in  the  former.  But  here,  from  really  a  long  expe- 
rience in  both,  and,  without  vanity,  I  say  a  successful  one, 
I  beg  leave  to  mould  in  my  modest  negative.  If  the  evil 
or  morbidity  of  the  corporeal  has  not  detoned  or  mortally 
affected  the  organick  or  mechanick  parts  of  the  structure, 
then,  by  a  removal  of  the  cause  the  effect  must  cease, 
because  nature  has  so  constituted  the  several  powers. 
But  the  evils  or  corruptions  attendant  on  the  body  politick 
must  first  have  greatly  depraved  the  mental  powers  before 
they  can  have  produced  that  willingness  or  disposition  to 
social  disorders.  In  one  word,  I  mean  that  the  common 
temptations  or  the  natural  passions  may  induce  a  disorder 
that  a  tranquil  waiting  the  effects  of  nature  from  its  causa 
cavsarum,  eternally  active,  unless  prevented  as  before,  will 
most  probably  remove  a  disease ;  but  in  the  other,  instead 
of  a  nature,  destined  to  assist  you  by  the  Author  of  being, 
or  causa  causarum,  you  must  have  a  second  nature,  vicious 
in  all  its  distinctions,  to  contend  against.  Therefore  I  say 
principiis  obsta,  prevent  such  evils  in  the  very  beginning,  or 
never  expect  to  do  it  at  all.  O  for  a  small  respite  from  the 
cholick,  that  I  might  hint  a  mode  (radically  as  it  were)  to 
prevent  the  principal  evil  1  But  convulsed  as  I  am  I  will 
endeavour  to  scratch  it  out. 

Without  desiring  the  gallows  for  murdering  Warburton, 
as  Common  Sense  has  done,  as  well  as  the  Scriptures,  about 
society,  Government,  and  what  not,  I  will  only  premise  that 
no  Government  can  be  really  permanent  in  happiness  where 
it  does  not  originate  from  among  the  people  to  be  governed. 
To  prevent  the  corruption  of  these,  then,  is  the  point.  Let 
who  will  compare  it  to  VirgiTs  hie  labor  hoc  opus,  I  think 
it  may  be  done  by  stifling  the  fascination  in  the  person  using 
it,  rather  than  in  the  person  receiving  it.  Every  candidate, 
therefore,  for  an  election  from  among  the  people  should 
undergo  some  kind  of  formal  or  temporary  lustrum  or  lus- 
tration, neither  directly  nor  indirectly,  by  himself  or  others, 
to  attempt,  by  lies  or  other  species  of  bribery,  to  deceive  or 
allure  the  people  to  his  interest,  and  this  by  some  expressive 
oath  or  publick  solemnity  as  soon  as  he  sets  up  to  be  elected. 
I  well  remember  an  oath  which,  besides  the  oaths  to  Govern- 
ment, existed  in  Sir  W.  Gooche's  day,  before  a  seat  (though 
elected)  could  be  filled,  and  I  remember  that  fox  tampered 
with  many  to  get  it  abolished  ;  and  at  last,  in  the  year  1734, 
it  was  effected  on  this  simple  plea.  That  it  was  a  reflection 
on  men  of  virtue  to  be  bound  by  oaths  to  duty.  I  impu- 
dently set  forth  in  Parke's  Paper  that  the  same  plea  would 
be  equally  as  good  against  all  oaths  and  every  restrictive 
law  whatever.  However,  Gooche  knew  it  would  open  a 
wicket  to  corruption,  and  it  was  abolished  ;  and  from  that 
time  let  the  journals  be  searched.  1  am  certain  more  ras- 
cally things  have  been  attempted  and  carried  than  ever  were 


before  in  the  country.  I  hint  this  on  the  side  of  candidates. 
And  on  the  side  of  electors,  if  they  were  sworn  against  cor- 
ruption I  do  not  see  it  can  be  amiss.  Some  fancy  it  a  hurt 
to  religion,  but  I  really  differ :  make  a  man  honest  without 
doors,  and  the  fear  of  detection,  with  a  heavy  punishment 
annexed,  will  make  him  incline  to  be  so  within.  If  some 
such  thing  is  not  done,  in  vain  shall  we  hope  either  for 
liberty,  peace,  or  safety  long,  because  it  is  too  evident  that 
the  present  idea  of  gain  is  the  very  parent  of  ambition, 
and  no  fool  can  blush  whilst  he  is  in  a  way  of  filling  his 
own  pockets ;  let  his  ignorance  be  what  it  will,  that  is  his 
main  chance,  and  he  has  no  other  in  view. 

I  suppose  I  have  written  enough,  and  so  permit  me  to 
conclude. 

Dear  sir,  your  very  respectful  well-wisher  and  real  friend, 

Landon  Carter. 

Lee  is  returned  without  doing  anything.  It  seems  he 
prudently  went  to  reconnoitre  Dunmore's  intrenchments, 
and  found  them  not  only  strongly  fortified  by  land  in  all 
the  accessible  places,  but  merely  barricaded  on  the  water. 
However,  a  few  Tories  that  were  furnishing  him  assistance 
have  paid  for  it  in  their  goods  and  chattels.  I  am  obliged 
to  you  for  your  kindness.  I  am  not  able  to  afford  him  the 
cash  necessary  to  attend  a  General ;  so  my  grandson,  his 
father,  and  myself,  can  only  thank  you  for  hinting  the  op- 
portunity we  might  have.  L.  C 


MARY1.AND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   COLONEL  SMALLWOOD. 

[No.  149.]  Annapolis,  May  9,  1776. 

Sir:  Twenty-six  prisoners  are  expected  from  North- 
Carolina  to  pass  through  this  Province  to  Pennsylvania. 
They  are  to  be  guarded  through  Prince  George's  County  to 
Queen  Anne  by  the  Militia  of  that  County,  and  are  expect- 
ed to  arrive  there  some  time  to-morrow,  or  on  Wednesday. 
We  request  that  you  would  send  a  detachment  of  thirty  of 
the  regular  troops,  commanded  by  a  proper  officer,  to  re- 
ceive said  prisoners  at  Queen  Anne's,  and  convey  them 
thence  to  Baltimore  Town,  where  you  will  please  order 
them  to  be  relieved  by  a  like  number  of  regular  troops,  who 
will  convey  them  by  water,  if  the  passage  be  safe,  otherwise 
by  land,  to  the  head  of  Elk,  and  so  to  the  verge  of  the  Pro- 
vince ;  and  to  deliver  them  to  an  officer  of  the  regulars  or 
militia  in  the  lower  Counties,  to  be  thence  transmitted  to 
Philadelphia,  or  else  where  they  may  be  ordered  by  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress.  The  expense  you  will 
charge  to  the  Province,  and  render  the  account  to  the 
Convention  or  Council  of  Safety,  as  may  be  most  conve- 
nient. 

We  are,  &.c. 
To  Colonel  JVilliam  Smalhvood. 


The  Forester. — Letter  IV. 
Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  of  attending  to  the  pro- 
gress and  changeability  of  times  and  things,  and  the  conduct 
of  men  thereon,  will  find  that  extraordinary  circumstances 
do  sometimes  arise  before  us,  of  a  species  either  so  purely 
natural  or  so  perfectly  original  that  none  but  the  man  of 
nature  can  understand  them.  When  precedents  fail  to  as- 
sist us,  we  must  return  to  the  first  principles  of  things  for 
information,  and  think  as  if  we  were  the  first  men  that 
thought.  And  this  is  the  true  reason  that,  in  the  present 
state  of  affairs,  the  wise  are  become  foolish,  and  the  foolish 
wise.  I  am  led  to  this  reflection  by  not  being  able  to  ac- 
count for  the  conduct  of  the  Quakers  on  any  other;  for 
although  they  do  not  seem  to  perceive  it  themselves,  yet 
it  is  amazing  to  hear  with  what  unanswerable  ignorance 
many  of  that  body,  wise  in  other  matters,  will  discourse  on 
the  present  one.  Did  they  hold  places  or  commissions 
under  the  King,  were  they  Governoui-s  of  Provinces,  or  had 
they  any  interest  apparently  distinct  from  us,  the  mystery 
would  cease ;  but  as  they  have  not,  their  folly  is  best  attri- 
buted to  that  superabundance  of  worldly  knowledge  which, 
in  original  matters,  is  too  cunning  to  be  wise.  Back  to  the 
first  plain  path  of  nature,  friends,  and  begin  anew,  for  in  this 
business  your  first  footsteps  were  wrong.  You  have  now 
travelled  to  the  summit  of  inconsistency,  and  that  with  such 
accelerated  rapidity  as  to  acquire  autumnal  ripeness  by  the 
1st  of  May.     Now  your  rotting  time  comes  on.     You  have 
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done  your  utmost,  and  must  abide  the  consequences.  Yet, 
who  can  reflect  on  sucli  conduct  without  feeling  concern ! 
Who  can  look  unaffected  on  a  body  of  thoughtful  men  un- 
doing in  one  rash  hour  the  labour  of  seventy  years  !  Or  what 
can  be  said  in  their  excuse,  more  than  that  they  have  ar- 
rived at  their  second  childhood — the  infancy  of  three  score 
and  ten  1* 

But  my  chief  design  in  this  Letter  is  to  set  forth  the  in- 
consistency, partiality,  and  injustice  of  the  dependant  faction, 
and,  like  an  honest  man  who  courts  no  favour,  to  show  to 
them  the  dangerous  ground  they  stand  upon  ;  in  order  to  do 
which  1  must  refer  to  the  business,  event,  and  probable  con- 
sequences of  the  late  election. 

The  business  of  that  day  was  to  do — what  ?  Why,  to 
elect  four  Burgesses,  to  assist  those  already  elected  in  con- 
ducting the  military  proceedings  of  this  Province  against  the 
power  of  that  Crown  by  whose  authority  they  pretend  to 
sit ;  and  those  gentlemen,  when  elected,  are,  according  to 
the  rules  of  that  House,  (as  the  rest  have  done,)  to  take  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  serve  the  same  King  against  whom 
this  Province,  with  themselves  at  the  head  thereof,  are  at 
war;  and  a  necessary  qualification  required  of  many  voters 
was,  that  they  likewise  should  swear  allegiance  to  the  same 
King,  against  whose  power  the  same  House  of  Assembly 
had  just  before  obliged  them,  either  to  pay  a  fine  or  take  up 
arms.  Did  ever  national  hypocrisy  arise  to  such  a  pitch 
as  this !  Under  the  pretence  of  moderation  we  are  running 
into  the  most  damnable  sins.  It  is  now  the  duty  of  every 
man,  from  the  pulpit  and  from  the  press,  in  his  family  and 
in  the  street,  to  cry  out  against  it.  Good  God!  have  we 
no  remembrance  of  duty  left  to  the  King  of  Heaven  ;  no 
conscientious  awe  to  restrain  this  sacrifice  of  sacred  things  ? 
.Is  this  our  chartered  privilege;  this  our  boasted  Constitu- 
tion, that  we  can  sin  and  feel  it  not  ?  The  clergy  of  the 
Eiiglish  Church,  of  which  I  profess  myself  a  member,  com- 
plain of  their  situation,  and  wish  relief;  in  short,  every  think- 
ing man  must  feel  distress.  Yet,  to  the  credit  of  the  peo- 
ple be  it  spoken,  the  sin  lies  not  at  their  door.  We  can 
trace  the  iniquity  in  this  Province  to  the  fountain  head,  and 
see  by  what  delusions  it  has  imposed  on  others.  The  guilt 
centres  in  a  few,  and  flows  from  the  same  source  that  a  few 
years  ago  avariciously  suffered  the  frontiers  of  this  Province 
to  be  deluged  in  blood;  and  though  the  vengeance  of 
Heaven  hath  slept  since,  it  may  awake  too  soon  for  their 
repose. 

A  motion  was  some  time  ago  made  to  elect  a  Convention 
to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  Province.  A  more 
judicious  proposal  could  not  be  thought  of.  Our  present 
condition  is  alarming ;  we  are  worse  off  than  other  Pro- 
vinces ;  and  such  an  inquiry  is  highly  necessary.  The 
House  of  Assembly,  in  its  present  form,  is  disqualified  for 
such  business,  because  it  is  a  branch  from  that  power  against 
whom  we  are  contending.  Besides,  they  are  in  intercourse 
with  the  King's  Representative ;  and  the  members  which 
compose  the  House  have,  as  members  thereof,  taken  an 
oath  to  discover  to  the  King  of  England  the  very  business 
which,  in  that  inquiry,  would  unavoidably  come  before  them. 
Their  minds,  too,  are  warped  and  prejudiced  by  the  Pro- 
vincial instructions  they  have  arbitrarily  and  without  right 
issued  forth.  They  are,  again,  improper,  because  the  inquiry 
would  necessarily  extend  to  them  as  a  body,  to  see  how  far 
it  is  proper  to  trust  men  with  such  unlimited  power  as  they 
have  lately  assumed.  In  times  like  these,  we  must  trace  to 
the  root  and  origin  of  things ;  it  being  the  only  way  to  be- 
come right,  when  we  are  got  systematically  wrong.  The 
motion  for  a  Convention  alarmed  the  Crown  and  Proprie- 
tary dependants ;  but  to  every  man  of  reflection,  it  had  a 
cordial  and  restorative  quality.  The  case  is,  first,  we  have 
got  wrong.  Secondly,  how  shall  we  get  right  ?  Not  by 
a  House  of  Assembly ;  because  they  cannot  sit  as  judges 
in  a  case  where  their  own  existence,  under  their  present 
form  and  authority,  is  to  be  judged  of.     However,  the  ob- 

•  The  Quakers,  in  1704,  who  then  made  up  the  whole  House  of  As- 
sembly, zealously  guarded  their  own  and  the  people's  rights  against  the 
encroaching  power  of  the  Proprietor,  who  nevertheless  outwitted  them 
by  finding  means  to  abolish  the  original  charter  and  introduce  another, 
of  which  they  complained  in  the  following  words :  "  And  then  by  a  sub- 
tle contrivance  and  artifice  of  thine,  laid  deeper  than  the  capacities  of 
some  could  fathom,  or  the  circumstances  of  many  could  admit  time  then 
to  consider  of,  a  way  was  found  out  to  lay  the  first  charter  aside  and  in- 
troduce another." 

Query.— WoaU  these  men  have  elected  the  Proprietary  persons  which 
you  have  done  ? 


jectors  found  out  a  way,  as  they  thought,  to  supersede  the 
necessity  of  a  Convention,  by  promoting  a  bill  for  augment- 
ing the  number  of  Representatives ;  not  perceiving,  at  the 
same  time,  that  such  an  augmentation  would  increase  the 
necessity  of  a  Convention  ;  because,  the  more  any  power  is 
augmented  which  derives  its  authority  from  our  enemies, 
the  more  unsafe  and  dangerous  it  becomes  to  us.  Far  be 
it  from  the  writer  of  this  to  censure  the  individuals  which 
compose  that  House;  his  aim  being  only  against  the  char- 
tered authority  under  which  it  acts.  However,  the  bill 
passed  into  a  law,  (which  shows  that  in  Pennsylvania,  as 
well  as  in  England,  there  is  no  Constitution,  but  only  a 
temporary  form  of  Government ;)  while,  in  order  to  show 
the  inconsistency  of  the  House  in  its  present  state,  the  mo- 
tion for  a  Convention  was  postponed,  and  four  conscientious 
independent  gentlemen  were  proposed  as  candidates,  on  the 
augmentation,  who,  had  they  been  elected,  would  not  have 
taken  the  oaths  necessary  to  admit  a  person  as  a  member  of 
that  Assembly.  And  in  that  case  the  House  would  have 
had  neither  one  kind  of  authority  nor  another ;  while  the 
old  part  remained  sworn  to  divulge  to  the  King  what  the 
new  part  thought  it  their  duty  to  declare  against  him.  Thus 
matters  stood  on  the  morning  of  the  election. 

On  our  side,  we  had  to  sustain  the  loss  of  those  gallant 
citizens  who  are  now  before  the  walls  of  Quebeck,  and 
other  parts  of  the  continent ;  while  the  Tories,  by  never  stir- 
ring out,  remain  at  home  to  take  the  advantage  of  elections ; 
and  this  evil  prevails  more  or  less  from  the  Congress  down 
to  the  Committees.  A  numerous  body  of  Germans  of  pro- 
perty, zealots  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  were  likewise  exclu- 
ded for  non-allegiance ;  notwithstanding  which,  the  Tory 
non-conformists,  that  is,  those  who  are  advertised  as  ene- 
mies to  their  country,  were  admitted  to  vote  on  the  other 
side.  A  strange  contradiction  indeed  !  To  which  were 
added  the  testiraonizing  Quakers,  who,  after  suffering  them- 
selves to  be  duped  by  the  meanest  of  all  passions — religious 
spleen,  endeavoured,  in  a  vague  uncharitable  manner,  to 
possess  the  Roman  Caiholicks  of  the  same  disease.  These 
parties,  with  such  others  as  they  could  influence,  were  head- 
ed by  the  Proprietary  dependants,  to  support  the  British 
and  Proprietary  power  against  the  publick.  They  had 
pompously  given  out  that  nine-tenths  of  the  people  were  on 
their  side.  A  vast  majority  truly !  But  it  so  happened 
that,  notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  we  laid  under  of 
having  many  of  our  voters  rejected,  others  disqualified  for 
non-allegiance,  with  the  great  loss  sustained  by  absentees, 
the  manoeuvre  of  shutting  up  the  doors  between  seven  and 
eight  o'clock,  and  circulating  the  report  of  adjourning  and 
finishing  the  next  morning,  by  which  several  were  deceived; 
it  so  happened,  I  say,  that,  on  casting  up  the  tickets,  the 
first  in  numbers  on  the  dependant  side,  and  the  first  on  the 
independent  side,  viz:  Clymer  and  Alkn,  were  a  tie,  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-three  each.* 

To  the  description  which  I  have  already  given  of  those 
who  are  against  us,  I  may  add,  that  they  have  neither  asso- 
ciated nor  assisted,  or  but  very  few  of  them  ;  that  they  are 
a  collection  of  different  bodies  blended  by  accident,  having 
no  natural  relation  to  each  other ;  that  they  have  agreed 
rather  out  of  spite  than  right ;  and  that,  as  they  met  by 
chance,  they  will  dissolve  away  again  for  the  want  of  a 
cement. 

On  our  side,  our  object  was  single,  our  cause  was  one; 
wherefore  we  cannot  separate,  neither  will  we  separate. 
We  have  stood  the  experiinent  of  the  election,  for  the  sake 
of  knowing  the  men  who  were  against  us.  Alas,  what  are 
they!  One  half  of  them  ought  to  be  now  asking  publick 
pardon  for  their  former  offences ;  and  the  other  liaif  may 
think  themselves  well  off  that  they  are  let  alone.  When 
the  enemy  enters  the  country,  can  they  defend  themselves  ? 
Or  will  they  defend  themselves?  And  if  not,  are  they  so 
foolish  as  to  think  that,  in  times  like  these,  when  it  is  our 
duty  to  search  the  corrupted  wound  to  the  bottom,  that  we, 
with  ten  times  their  strength  and  number,  (if  the  question 
were  put  to  the  people  at  large,)  will  submit  to  be  governed 
by  cowards  and  Tories  ? 

He  that  is  wise  will  reflect,  that  the  safest  asylum,  espe- 
cially in  times  of  general  convulsion,  when  no  setded  form 
of  Government  prevails,  is,  the  love  of  the  people.  All 
property  is  safe  under  their  protection.     Even  in  countries 

•Mr.  Samuel  Ho-well,  though  on  their  ticket,  was  never  considered  by 
us  a  Proprietary  dependant. 
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where  tlie  lowest  and  most  licentious  of  them  have  risen 
into  outrage,  they  have  never  departed  from  the  path  of 
natural  honour — volunteers  unto  death  in  defence  of  the 
person  or  fortune  of  those  who  had  served  or  defended  them. 
Division  of  property  never  entered  the  mind  of  the  popu- 
lace! It  is  incompatible  with  that  spirit  which  impels 
them  into  action.  An  avaricious  mob  was  never  iieard  of; 
nay,  even  a  miser  put  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  catching 
their  s])irit,  would,  for  that  instant,  cease  to  be  covetous. 

I  shall  conclude  this  Letter  with  remarking,  that  the  Eng- 
lish fleet  and  amiy  have,  of  late,  gone  upon  a  different  plan 
of  operation  to  what  they  first  set  out  with  ;  for,  instead  of 
going  against  those  Colonies  where  independence  prevails 
most,  they  go  against  those  only  where  they  suppose  it  pre- 
vails least.  They  have  quitted  Massachusetts-Bay  and 
gone  to  North-Carolina,  supposing  they  had  many  friends 
there.  Why  are  they  expected  at  New-York,  but  be- 
cause they  imagine  the  inhabitants  are  not  generally  inde- 
pendents, (yet  that  Province  hath  a  large  share  of  virtue, 
notwithstanding  the  odium  which  its  House  of  Assembly 
brought  upon  it.)  From  which  I  argue,  that  the  electing 
of  the  King's  Attorney  for  a  Burgess  of  this  city  is  a  fair 
invitation  for  them  to  come  here ;  and  in  that  case,  will 
those  who  have  invited  them  turn  out  to  repulse  them  ?  I 
suppose  not,  for  in  their  nine  hundred  and  twenty-three 
votes,  there  will  not  be  found  more  than  sixty  armed  men, 
perhaps  not  so  many.  Wherefore,  should  such  an  event 
happen,  which  probably  will,  I  here  give  my  first  vote  to 
levy  the  expense  attending  the  expedition  against  them  on 
tlie  estates  of  those  who  have  invited  them. 

The  Forester. 

PhUadelphia,  May  9,  1776. 

CIRCULAR   FROM    THE    TREASURY    OmCE. 

Treasury  Office,  Philadelphia,  May  9,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  :  We  enclose  to  you  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  passed  26th  o(  December,  1775,  and  17th 
o( February  following,  and  have  to  request  your  honourable 
House  will  cause  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  your  Colony 
to  be  taken  and  transmitted  to  this  office,  conformable  to 
the  directions  laid  down  in  the  first  mentioned  resolve. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  in  the  name  of  the  Superinten- 
dents of  the  Treasury,  honourable  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

James  Duane,  Chairman. 
To  the  Assembly  of 


WILLIAM   FLOYD   TO   JOHN   McKESSON. 

Philadelphia,  May  9,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Two  men-of-war  yesterday  came  up  the 
river,  with  some  tenders  and  prize-vessels  with  them,  be- 
tween Wilmington  and  Chester;  they  were  met  by  thirteen 
row-galleys  of  this  place,  when  a  battle  ensued,  which  lasted 
most  all  the  afternoon,  with  very  heavy  firing  on  both  sides. 
I  have  not  heard  the  galleys  have  suffered  any  dan)age.  The 
Roebuck,  which  is  the  largest  ship,  was  obliged  to  stop  the 
bullet  holes  round  her  side,  and  at  high-water  ran  aground. 
While  the  men-of-war  were  engaged  our  vessel  (the  Wasp) 
went  out  of  Wilmington  river,  and  retook  one  of  the  prize- 
vessels.  The  Province  ship,  mounting  sixteen  or  eighteen 
guns,  full  manned,  is  gone  to  the  assistance  of  the  galleys. 
We  have  no  news  this  morning  from  them,  but  expect  every 
nioment  to  hear. 

The  preparations  which  are  making  by  our  enemies  on 
the  other  side  the  water,  from  the  intelligence  we  have,  ap- 
pear to  be  very  considerable,  which  make  it  necessary  that 
all  the  Colonies  should  be  in  a  situation  best  calculated  to 
exert  their  whole  strength.  1  think  it  cannot  be  long  before 
our  Provincial  Congress  will  think  it  necessary  to  take  up 
some  more  stable  form  of  Government  than  what  is  now 
exercised  in  that  Province.  The  two  Carolinas  have  done 
it,  and  Viginia  I  expect  will  soon  do  the  same.  As  to 
Commissioners  coming  to  treat  of  peace,  we  have  little  or 
no  hopes  of  it ;  therefore  we  ought  to  be  in  a  situation  to 
preserve  our  liberties  another  way. 

My  compliments  to  all  friends. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Floyd. 
To  John  McKesson,  Esq. 


CAPTAIN   ROBERTSON    (pbISONEb)    TO    PRESIDENT  OF    CON- 
GRESS. 

[Read  May  14th.     Referred  to  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  JeflTerson,  and  Mr.  J. 
Adams.] 

Yorktown,  May  9,  1776. 

Sir  :  My  duty  as  an  officer  obliges  me  to  write  you  at 
this  tiine ;  and  in  case  that  I  might  be  thought  remiss  on 
that  head  hereafter,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  trouble  you, 
and  hope  you  will  excuse  me  to  infoim,  that  four  of  the 
detachment  I  commanded  at  6'C.  Johns,  and  included  in 
the  capitulation,  have  been  entertained  by  recruiting  parties 
of  the  Continental  Array,  and,  in  my  opinion,  contrary  to 
the  articles ;  therefore  I  hope  you  will  be  pleased,  with  ad- 
vice of  Congress,  to  send  those  men  to  Lancaster,  to  join 
their  company,  that  they  may  be  forthcoming  in  case  of  an 
exchange,  or  otherwise  their  names,  and  by  whom  inlisted, 
enclosed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Daniel  Robertson, 
Captain  Royal  Highland  Emigrant  Regiment. 

To  John  Hancock,  Esq., 


PETER  TALLMAN  TO  THOMAS  McKEAN. 

Burlington  County,  New-Jersey,  May  9,  1 776. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  received  yours  by  the  bearer, Cap- 
tain Peter  Simons,  owner  of  the  Sloop  Sally  and  cargo, 
which  was  stranded  on  Little-Egg  Harbour  shore  some 
time  past,  in  which  you  inform  that  the  County  Committee 
are  directed  to  dispose  of  said  effects,  by  order  of  Congress. 
Captain  McNight  never  produced  said  order  to  said  Com- 
mittee, but  has  sold  the  effects  entirely,  without  any  order 
from  Committee  for  that  purpose,  as  I  am  well  informed. 
As  soon  as  we  had  intelligence  that  Captain  McNight  was 
gone  to  Egg-Harbour  in  order  to  dispose  of  said  goods, 
sent  a  member  belonging  to  said  Committee  down  in  order 
to  stop  the  sale  of  said  goods ;  I  am  since  informed  did  not 
arrive  in  time. 

I  have  not  to  add,  gentlemen,  but  am  yours, 

Peter  Tallman,  Chairman. 

Messrs.  Thomas  McKean  and  honourable  Committee. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    GENERAL    WARD. 

New- York,  May  9,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  27th  and  28th  ultimo  came  in 
course  to  hand.  I  am  glad  that  you  have  given  your  atten- 
tion to  the  works,  which,  I  doubt  not,  are  by  this  time 
complete ;  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  they  are,  for 
should  these  accounts  of  Hessians  and  Hanoverian  troops 
coming  over  prove  true,  it  is  possible  the  enemy  may  make 
some  attempts  to  regain  a  footing  in  your  Province. 

I  have  represented  to  Congress  the  want  you  were  in  for 
cash,  to  which  1  have  not  yet  received  an  answer ;  when  I 
do  you  shall  be  informed  thereof.  The  account  you  give 
of  the  vessels  at  Beverly  being  unfit  for  service,  surprises 
me  prodigiously;  I  was  taught  to  believe  very  differently 
of  the  ship  Jenny,  by  Commodore  Manly  and  Captain 
Bartlett,  who  you  mention  to  have  given  you  their  opinion 
of  them.  The  brigantine  from  Antigua  was  also  thought 
very  fit  to  arm.  Doctor  Broum's  accounts  are  more  imme- 
diately on  the  Director-General  of  the  Hospital  Department. 
When  he  ari'ives  here  I  shall  give  them  to  him  for  his  inspec- 
tion. Mr.  Singletary's  account  is  easily  settled,  as  he  has 
the  Commissary's  receipt  for  the  arms  ;  if  the  account  of  the 
cost  of  the  arms  was  more  particular,  it  would  be  more  re- 
gular and  satisfactory. 

A  letter  is  just  come  to  my  hands  from  Winthrop  Sar- 
gent, Esquire,  Agent  for  the  Navy  at  Gloucester.  He  says 
there  are  some  women  and  children  whom  he  is  obliged  to 
maintain  at  the  Continental  expense,  also  a  number  of  men 
taken  in  the  last  prizes.  You  will  please  to  examine  into 
their  situation ;  if  prisonei-s  of  war,  they  should  be  sent  to 
some  inland  place  and  confined ;  if  Tories,  the  General 
Court  are  the  proper  persons  to  take  cognizance  of  them. 
I  see,  by  the  publick  prints,  that  the  prizes  at  Beverly  are 
to  be  sold  the  20th  instant.  As  by  the  obstructions  put  on 
commerce  in  general  there  may  appear  but  few  purchasers 
for  the  vessels,  of  course  they  may  be  sold  vastly  under  their 
value;  I  think  you  had  best  have  some  person,  in  whom 
you  can  confide,  present  at  the  sale,  with  power  to  purchase 
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the  large  ship  and  the  brig  from  Antigua,  if  he  finds  them 
going  very  much  under  tlieir  value.  It  is  not  above  two  or 
three  years  since  the  ship  cost  three  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling ;  she  IS,  to  be  sure,  something  worse  for  the  wear,  and,  I 
believe,  is  not  remarkably  well  found  at  present,  as  she  has 
been  pillaged  for  the  use  of  our  armed  vessels,  which  must 
make  a  considerable  abatement  of  her  value.  The  brigantine 
is,  1  suppose,  in  the  same  predicament.  But  a  good  judo-e 
will  easily  know  their  value.  miUam  Watson,  Esquire,  of 
Plymouth,  advises  that  the  prizes  Norfolk  and  Happy-Re- 
turn are  condemned,  and  desires  I  would  appoint  a  day  for 
the  sale  of  them  and  their  cargoes.  Tliis  you  will  please  to 
do,  letting  them  be  advertised  in  the  papere  at  least  a  fortnight 
before  the  sale. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Major-General  Ward. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    THOMAS    CDSHING. 

New- York,  May  9,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  received  your  favour  of  the  3d  instant,  on  Tues- 
day evening,  covering  that  of  the  Committee  of  Salem  to 
your  honourable  Court ;  and  judging  the  intelligence  inte- 
resting and   important,  I  immediately  forwarded  copies  of 
both  to  Congress  by  the  express,  for  them  to  give  such 
order  and  direction  respecting  it  as  they  might  think  proper 
and  requisite.     I  am  not  yet  favoured  with  their  answer ;  as 
soon  as  it  comes  1  will  send  it  to  you  by  the  express,  and 
whatever  measures  they  direct  me  to  pursue,  J  will  attempt 
to  put  in  execution  with  all  possible  despatch.     The  ac- 
count having  come  through  different  hands,  I  hope  is  ex- 
aggerated ;  it  appears  inconsistent  and  impossible  in  part. 
Certainly  there  is  a  mistake  either  as  to  the  number  of  troops 
or  the  ships ;  there  must  be  more  of  the  latter  or  fewer  of 
the  former ;  sixty  vessels  could  not  bring  twelve  thousand 
rnen,  unless  they  are  much  larger  than  usual,  besides  pro- 
visions and  stores  ;  nor,  should  such  a  fleet  and  armament  be 
coming,  do  I  think  it  altogether  probable  that  an  account  of 
their  destination  and  views  would  be  so  distinctly  and  accu- 
rately given  to  the  Master  who  informed  Captain  Lee ;  I 
should  rather  suppose  that  they  would  wish  to  take  us  by 
surprise.    For  these  reasons,  and  as  their  destination  may  be 
elsewhere,  and  as  the  Army  here  is  greatly  weakened  and 
reduced  by  ten  of  the  strongest  regiments  being  ordered  to 
Quebeck,  I  could  not  think  myself  authorized  to  detach  any 
reinforcement  from  hence  without  the  direction  of  Congress, 
lest,  by  dividing  the  Army  into  small  parties,  we  should  have 
no  place  secure  and  guarded ;  assuring  you,  at  the  same 
time,  I  shall  be  always  ready  and  happy  to  give  you  every 
assistance  in  my  power  against  our  common  enemies,  when 
it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  publick  good. 
I  am,  sir,  Sic, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Honourable  Thomas  Cushing,  Esquire. 

Orders  for  Colonel  Dayton,  commanding  one  of  the  Bat- 
talions of  the  Continental  Troops,  raised  in  the  Province 
oy  New-Jersey. 

It  is  his  Excellency  General  Washington's  orders,  you 
proceed  to  Albany,  where  you  will  receive  and  obey  the 
orders  of  Major-General  Schuyler,  with  respect  to  joining 
your  Regiment  upon  their  march  to  Canada,  and  to  the  as- 
sistance he  thinks  proper  to  order  you  to  give  in  transportin<T 
ammunition,  artillery,  stores,  and  provisions,  to  (^mbeck. 
As  the  service  requires  despatch,  his  Excellency  depends 
upon  your  utmost  diligence  in  forwarding  every  part  of  it 
tiiat  you  are,  or  may  be  hereafter  commanded  to  execute. 

Given  by  his  Excellency's  command,  at  Head-Quarters, 
in  New- York,  this  9th  May,  1776. 

Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 
To  Colonel  Dayton. 


ABRAHAM    LIVINGSTON    TO    NATHANIEL    WOODHULL. 

New- York,  May  9,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  have  my 
contract  totally  settled  ;  it  is  therefore  I  again  trouble  you 
on  that  subject.  Althougii  the  contract  cannot  be  taken 
lh)m  me  but  by  purchase,  yet  as  the  Continental  Congress 
are  of  opinion  that  my  agreement  with  you  is  a  very  ex- 
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travagant  one,  and  as  a  Committee  of  that  body  has  report- 
ed that  Commissary-Generals  be  directed  to  supply  all  the 
troops,  I  would  by  no  means  choose  that  any  censure  lay 
on  this  Colony  on  my  account.  I  will  therefore  most  cheer- 
iully  resign  the  contract  on  such  terms  as  no  reasonable 
person  can  have  any  objections  to.  I  have  been  at  a  vast 
deal  oi  trouble,  and  have  hitherto  given  almost  universal 
satisfaction  to  the  few  troops  I  have  supplied.  These  con- 
siderations, added  to  that  of  my  having  lost  by  the  contract 
the  most  genteel  office  in  the  power  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress to  give  me,  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  mention  to  our 
Convention. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  wrote  by  yesterday's 
post  to  the  President  of  the  Continental  Con-^ress.  I  send 
It  for  your  perusal,  and  to  show  you  that  I  mean  to  take  no 
advantage  of  the  publick.  As  I  am  determined  to  retire 
into  the  country  as  soon  as  possible,  I  must  earnestly  en- 
treat that  something  speedy  may  be  determined  on.  it  has 
long  been  a  burden  on  my  spirits,  and  am  now  heartily  sick 
01  this  very  disagreeable  affair. 

1  am  your  bumble  servant, 

Abraham  Livingston. 
To  Messrs.  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Abraham 

Yates,  Jun.,  Morris  Graham,  WiUiam  Paulding. 


ALBANY    (neW-YOBk)    COMMITTEE. 

Albany  Committee  Chamber,  May  9,  1776, 
Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that  Abra- 
ham C.  Cuyler,  Stephen  De  Lancey,  and  John  Monier,  are 
notonously  disaffected  to  the  cause  of  America,  and  that 
they  be  cited  to  appear  before  this  Board ;  and,  upon  ap- 
pearance, that  the  new  Association  be  tendered  them. 

May  11,  1776. 

Abraham  C.  Cuyler,  Esq.,  in  pursuance  of  a  citation, 
appeared  before  this  Board,  and  refused  to  sign  the  new 
Association  :  Thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Abraham  C.  Cuyler  be  disarmed, 
and  that  the  Arms  so  taken  be  deposited  in  the  hands  and 
custody  of  the  Chairman. 

Stephen  De  Lancey,  Esq.,  also  appeared,  and  declared 
that  he  would  not  sign  the  Association,  as  it  was  not  done 
by  the  whole  County;  and  refused  to  hear  the  same  read  : 
Thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Stephen  De  Lancey  be  disarmed, 
and  the  Arms  also  lodged  with  the  Chairman. 

John  Monier  also  appeared  before  this  Board,  and  re- 
fused to  sign  the  Association,  declaring  he  was  a  King's 
officer:  Thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Monier  be  disarmed,  and 
the  Arms  also  lodged  with  the  Chairman. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

Matthew  Visscher,  Secretary. 


EXTRACTS  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  AN  OFFICER  IN  THE  ARMY 
AT  DESCHAMBAULT,  FORTY-EIGHT  MILES  ABOVE  ftUB- 
BECK,    DATED   MAY   9,    1776. 

I  have  but  just  time,  by  an  express  that  goes  to  Neu>- 
York,  to  acquaint  you  of  our  unfortunate,  and,  I  must  add, 
disgraceful  retreat ;  the  circumstances  of  which,  as  far  as  I 
am  able,  I  will  inform  you  of. 

When  1  arrived  within  nine  miles  of  Quebeck,  with  the 
six  companies  of  our  regiment,  I  was  hailed  by  an  officer  on 
board  of  a  vessel  belonging  to  us,  and  informed  that  our 
whole  Army  was  retreating  with  the  utmost  precipitation, 
and  advised  to  retreat  with  the  regiment  as  fast  as  possible, 
which  you  must  be  well  assured  I  could  not  think  of  doing 
unless  absolutely  obliged  to  it.  I  then  immediately  put  to 
shore,  and  ordered  the  regiment  to  wait  my  orders  before 
they  moved  from  that  place.  I  accordingly  set  out,  and  ran 
for  about  six  miles,  meeting  the  roads  full  of  people,  shame- 
fully flying  from  an  enemy  that  appeared  by  no  means 
superior  to  our  strength.  The  General  and  officers  halted 
here,  and  held  a  council  of  war,  to  determine  whether  they 
should  stop  the  troops  and  engage  the  enemy.  It  was  de- 
termined almost  unanimously  against  the  proposal,  although 
I  was  of  opinion,  from  the  best  accounts  I  received  from  tlie 
officers,  that  the  British  troops  might  have  been  driven  back 
into  the  town.     In  vain  was  every  argument  of  disgrace 
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attending  a  retreat  urged.  They  had  determined  not  to 
make  a  stand  till  tiiey  got  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sard ;  but 
a  letter  coming  from  General  Arnold,  promising  a  reinforce- 
ment of  men  and  cannon,  they  determined  to  wait  here  until 
an  officer  could  return,  who  was  sent  to  Montreal  by  Gene- 
ral Thomas.  The  fleet  is  arrived  at  (^iicbeck.  \  frigate  of 
thirty-six  guns,  a  ship  of  twenty  guns  or  upwards,  and  a 
schooner  taken  from  us,  have  sailed  up  the  river  as  far  as 
this  place,  and  remained  here  two  days.  They  landed  eight 
boat  loads  of  men  about  four  miles  off,  who  were  obliged  to 
embark  by  a  party  of  the  rear,  before  a  party  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  that  we  marched  from  hence,  could  get 
up  with  them. 

"  SURE    BIND    SURE    FIND." 

A  Declaration  of  Independency  on  every  exotick  power, 
supposes  a  firm  foundation  within  ourselves  on  which  to  de- 
pend ;  and  this,  however  great  all  other  means  are,  must  be 
our  union,  the  bond  of  which  is  compact.  Small  political 
bodies  are  made  up  of  natural  ones  ;  a  number  of  individuals 
joined  in  a  constancy  of  living  together,  constitute  a  family; 
a  number  of  families  a  Parish  or  Precinct ;  Parishes  Towns  ; 
Towns  Counties  ;  Counties  Provinces  and  Colonies ;  and  a 
number  of  Provinces  and  Colonies,  properly  united  and  con- 
nected under  one  head,  a  General  Council  or  Congress,  com- 
pose an  Empire  or  State.  An  American  State  or  Empire 
Ls  much  talked  of;  the  materials  of  which  it  is  to  be  formed 
are  a  number  of  flourishing  Colonies  and  Provinces,  hereto- 
fore independent  of  each  other.  The  materials  are  noble, 
and  the  building  vast.  The  master-builders  ought  to  look 
to  the  foundation  that  is  to  support  and  hold  together  this 
mighty  fabrick,  that  it  be  surely  laid  and  indissolubly  ce- 
mented before  they  attempt  the  superstructure.  To  make 
a  Declaration  of  Independency  before  a  proper  foundation 
is  laid  by  the  union  of  the  Colonies  for  it  to  rest  upon,  is 
like  beginning  to  build  at  the  top.  There  is  an  accidental 
temporary  union,  and  there  is  a  perpetual  union  ;  the  former 
often  springs  from  principles  of  interest  and  of  fear,  in  the 
particular  exigency  of  the  times,  and  ceaseth  with  those  cir- 
cumstances that  gave  it  birth.  All  America  are  united,  be- 
cause all  are  endangered ;  remove  the  common  danger  that 
threatens,  and  at  once  you  will  loosen  the  bands  of  the  gene- 
ral union,  and  each  Colony's  attention  will  be  turned  to  its 
particular  interest  and  perils — too  precarious  a  foundation  to 
erect  a  mighty  State  or  Empire  upon. 

But  as  there  are  certain  rights  and  liberties  common  to 
all  the  Colonies,  a  general  safety  in  which  all  are  concerned, 
and  common  dangers  against  which  every  one  needs  de- 
fence, all  are  interested  in  having  the  strength  of  the  whole 
engaged  for  the  security  and  protection  of  each  ;  the  uni- 
versal voice  is,  therefore,  that  there  must  be,  as  the  founda- 
tion corner-stone  of  American  Independency,  an  explicit 
league  and  covenant,  offensive  and  defensive,  containing 
articles  of  confederation,  formed  and  solemnly  ratified  and 
confirmed  by  all  the  Colonies,  as  the  bond  of  their  union 
and  basis  of  their  government :  containing  the  purposes  of 
their  union,  defining  and  limiting  the  power  of  their  head  or 
Congress  over  them,  and  securing  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  Colonies  confederating ;  also,  containing  the  confede- 
ration itself;  and  all  in  such  a  manner  as  to  advance  the 
publick  weal  and  safety  in  proportion  as  the  whole  is  greater 
than  part,  without  infringing  the  rights  of  any.  Should  In- 
dependency be  declared  before  this  is  done,  the  Colonies 
would  be  like  so  many  balls  in  the  air,  without  any  earthly 
power  over  them,  or  bond  of  union  to  connect  them,  or  any 
solid  foundation  underneath  to  support  and  uphold  them. 
These  articles  of  confederation  answer  the  same  purposes 
in  the  political,  as  the  centripetal  force  in  the  solar  system, 
to  preserve  the  planets  in  their  natural  orbits,  and  prevent 
their  flying  off  in  eccentrick  courses ;  or  the  ligaments  in 
the  natural  body,  that  holds  together  and  connects  all  the 
members;  and,  like  them,  however  other  parts  of  the  body 
may  be  wasted  and  changed,  these  must  remain  unalterable, 
and  have  perpetuity  through  all  successions  of  the  State. 
Of  this  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  are  fully  sen- 
sible, and  therefore  proceed  with  caution  and  deliberation 
to  avoid  every  impropriety  or  danger  that  might  be  occa- 
sioned by  too  hasty  a  procedure ;  and  consider  themselves 
in  this,  like  the  painter  of  old,  as  designing  for  perpetuity. 

J.  R. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  "  SURE  BIND  SURE  FIND." 

By  nature,  all  mankind  are  in  a  state  of  severalty  and 
equal  in  point  of  dominion ;  mutual  wants  and  a  fondness 
for  social  pleasures  induce  them  to  enter  into  society,  and 
mutual  protection  to  constitute  Government.  Common  dan- 
gers may  huddle  together  in  one  body  an  innumerable  mul- 
titude of  unconnected  mortals,  and  urge  a  temporary  sub- 
mission to  Government;  their  object  is  safety,  and  their 
principle  fear ;  but  compact  is  the  bond  of  society  and  pillar 
of  Government;  an  explicit  agreement  voluntarily  engaged 
in,  is  the  only  permanent  bond  of  political  union  and  basis 
of  civil  authority.  Civil  communities  without  this,  like 
natural  bodies  without  the  attraction  of  cohesion,  will  crum- 
ble into  as  many  parts  as  there  are  atoms  which  compose 
them. 

What  wonders  have,  or  rather  what  wonders  have  not 
political  confederacies  wrought  ?  It  enabled  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Israel  to  withstand  the  attacks  of  numerous  and 
mighty  enemies,  and  to  vanquish  every  opposing  foe,  when 
they  entered  Canaan's  happy  land. 

The  twelve  cities  of  ancient  Greece  were  originally  inde- 
pendent and  unconnected,  and  governed  by  their  particular 
Princes ;  and,  in  consequence,  were  involved  in  perpetual 
wars  with  each  other,  were  defenceless  against  foreign  in- 
vasions, and  unable  to  engage  in  any  considerable  enterprise. 
Amphyction,  one  of  their  Princes,  and  one  of  those  uncom- 
mon geniuses  that  appear  in  the  world  to  bless  the  age  in 
which  they  live,  at  once  discerned  the  cause  and  the  cure  of 
their  miseries.  He  proposed  to  and  prevailed  on  the  several 
States  to  enter  into  a  mutual  confederation,  offensive  and  de- 
fensive, and  thereby  united  them  in  one  body  ;  which  put  an 
end  to  their  destroying  each  other,  rendered  them  powerful 
and  peaceable  at  home,  and  formidable  abroad.  Matters  of 
common  concernment  were  governed  and  ordered  by  a 
General  Council,  composed  of  two  delegates  sent  from  each 
city,  and  each  State  was  left  in  full  possession  of  all  their 
former  laws,  privileges,  and  powers  of  Government,  with  au- 
thority to  regulate  its  internal  police ;  and  this  was  done  by 
the  explicit  agreement  of  each  individual  State,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  their  after  greatness  and  glory. 

The  solemn  league  and  covenant  entered  into  at  Smal- 
kalde,  by  the  oppressed  Protestant  States  in  Germany,  on 
the  22d  of  December,  Anno  Domini  1530,  enabled  them 
(under  God)  to  withstand  the  power  and  policy  of  Pope  and 
Emperour,  that  were  combined  for  their  destruction,  and 
supported  the  Reformers,  like  so  many  illustrious  luminaries, 
to  bless  the  world  with  divine  light  at  a  time  of  the  greatest 
obscurity.  The  famous  league  and  covenant  subscribed  in 
Anno  Domini  1637,  was  the  means  of  preserving  Protes- 
tantism in  Great  Britain,  and  of  saving  that  Island  from 
being  overrun  with  Popery  and  tyranny  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  I. 

A  mutual  confederation  gave  strength,  stability,  and 
prowess,  to  the  States  of  Holland,  and  rendered  them,  who 
otherwise  were  feeble,  invincible  by  the  power  of  Spain, 
and  soon  raised  them  from  a  low,  unconnected,  dependant 
condition,  to  ride  mistress  on  the  seas,  and  sit  as  a  Queen 
among  the  nations.  Of  this  likewise  the  Swiss  Cantons 
are  a  living  and  lasting  monument.  Such  a  confederacy, 
explicitly  engaged  in,  gives  strength  and  permanency  to 
every  State,  stability  and  influence  to  Government ;  it  com- 
bines the  members  with  the  body  ;  forms  great  Empires  of 
lesser  communities,  by  uniting  and  connecting  them  in  one  ; 
and,  like  the  nervous  system  in  the  human  body,  it  spreads 
sensibility  over  all  the  parts,  and  forms  and  tightens  the  larger 
ligaments,  whereby  the  whole  body  politick  is  compacted 
and  drawn  to  exert  its  force,  when  needed  for  preservation 
and  defence,  as  the  strength  of  one  man.  Was  the  neces- 
sity of  such  a  union  ever  greater,  or  more  evident  than  at 
this  day?  Does  not  our  salvation  depend  upon  it?  All 
the  worid  without  this  cannot  save  us,  but  with  it  we  may 
be  safe  without  the  assistance  of  any.  Ought  not  the  seve- 
ral Colonies,  each  for  herself,  to  frame  and  adopt  such  a 
Constitution  of  civil  Government  as  they  shall  choose  ?  And 
ought  not  articles  of  agreement  to  be  drawn,  confederating 
all  the  Colonies  in  one  body,  for  mutual  safety  and  defence, 
without  infringement  upon  the  rights  of  either,  and  by 
them  be  solemnly  and  explicitly  acceded  to  and  confirmed  ? 
If  it  is  of  importance  that  our  country  should  be  saved,  and 
if  union  is  the  means  of  our  safety,  and  compact  the  bond 
of  our  union,  then  that  Colony  or  individual  that  opposes 
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or  endeavours  to  retard  our  union,  through  ignorance  or  un- 
friendhness,  opposes  the  necessary  means  of  our  safety,  and 
mariis  what  ought  to  be  the  hne  of  conduct  towards  them  ; 
for  there  is  every  reason  in  the  world  for  it,  and  none  against 
it.  This  may  be  the  means  of  preventing  any  further  at- 
tacks, and  our  greatest  security  against  them,  if  made ;  for 
to  be  in  preparation  for  defence,  is  defence ;  this  will  secure 
against  falling  to  pieces,  and  is  the  best  guard  against  the 
seeds  of  discord  and  corruption  our  enemies  would  sow 
amongst  us  ;  whereas  to  neglect  the  necessary  means  of  our 
safety,  is  to  invite  distraction,  and  criminally  expose  ourselves 
to  its  ravages.  Were  the  British  fleets  and  armies  all  re- 
called, never  more  to  return,  such  a  confederation  would  be 
absolutely  necessary.  If  the  controversy  is  to  be  settled  by 
treaty,  it  cannot  be  done  without  it ;  and  if  neither  of  these 
should  take  place,  (as  there  is  not  the  least  probability  of 
either,)  and  the  war  be  jjursued,  and  a  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence be  made,  it  will  be  as  necessary  as  our  political 
existence ;  for  we  can  no  more  subsist  together  without  it, 
than  the  human  body  without  the  ligaments  that  compact 
the  joints,  connect  and  hold  all  the  parts  together.  It  is  a 
dictate  of  nature ;  our  necessities  urge,  our  social  passions 
strongly  solicit  our  union ;  strength  and  beauty  are  its  con- 
stant attendants,  and  the  divine  benediction  from  Heaven  is 
pronounced  upon  it.  j    |j 

Connecticut,  May  9,  1776. 


Litchfield,  May  9,  1776. 

Daniel  Griswold,  of  Litchfield,  being  complained  of  to 
the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  this  town,  for  speaking  fre- 
quently against  the  measures  of  Congress,  and  other  inimical 
conduct,  was  judged  guilty ;  and  that  all  the  lovers  of  liber- 
ty may  treat  him  as  his  conduct  deserves,  said  Committee 
have  ordered  that  he  be  advertised  as  an  enemy  to  the  na- 
tural rights  of  mankind.  .  .  ^.    . 

°  Andrew  Adams,  Chairman. 


GENERAL  WARD  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  May  9,  1776. 

Sir  :  By  Mr.  Harrison's  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  I  am 
acquainted  that  you  have  been  informed,  "  the  regiments 
stationed  on  Dorchester  Heights  and  Bunker-Hill  have  not 
been  employed  in  carrying  on  the  works  for  the  defence  of 
Boston ;"  which  representation  is  an  injurious  falsehood,  and 
I  beg  to  be  informed  who  made  it.  I  have  paid  the  strictest 
attention  to  your  instructions,  and  constantly  employed  the 
men  to  the  greatest  advantage  in  forwarding  the  works  for 
the  defence  of  the  town  and  harbour  of  Boston,  that  I  could. 
Six  companies  of  Colonel  Sargent's  regiment  have  been 
employed  in  demolishing  the  enemy's  works  on  Bunker-Hill, 
and  building  the  fort  on  Charlestoum  Point,  until  these  were 
nearly  completed  ;  since,  the  greatest  part  of  them  have  been 
at  work  on  Noddle's  Island.  Colonel  Hutchinson's  regiment 
has  been  employed  in  the  works  on  Dorchester  Point,  next 
to  Castle-Island,  until  that  fort  was  nearly  finished,  and  then 
I  ordered  part  of  the  regiment  to  work  on  Castle-Island  in 
repairing  the  batteries  there.  I  believe  I  can  truly  affirm,  that 
more  work  has  never  been  done  in  the  American  Army  by 
an  equal  number  of  troops  than  has  been  performed  by  the 
troops  which  are  stationed  here,  in  the  same  space  of  time ; 
but  because  fifteen  hundred  men  could  not  throw  up  work 
as  fast  as  six  or  seven  thousand  had  done  in  time  past,  there 
appeared  to  some  people  an  unaccountable  delay. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Excellency  that,  on 
the  17th  instant.  Captain  Tucker,  commander  of  the  armed 
schooner  Hancock,  took  two  brigs  in  the  bay,  (within  sight 
of  the  men-of-war,)  and  carried  them  into  Lynn.  One  of 
them  was  from  Cork,  ninety  tons  burden,  laden  with  beef, 
pork,  butter,  and  coal ;  the  other  was  from  the  Western- 
Mands,  laden  with  wine  and  fmit,  about  a  hundred  tons 
burden.  Neither  of  them  give  any  important  intelligence ; 
they  brought  no  papers  nor  letters  that  had  any  relation  to 
publick  aifairs.  The  master  of  the  Irish  vessel  says  he 
sailed  from  Cork  the  1st  of  April;  that  five  regiments  lay 
there  ready  to  embark  for  America;  that  he  heard  tliat 
Hessians  and  Hanoverians  were  coming  to  America,  but 
had  not  heard  of  any  troops  having  sailed  from  Great  Bri- 
tain or  Ireland  for  America  tliis  spring. 

1  am  your  Excellency's  obedient  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  General  Washington. 


lord    MIDDLETON    to    sir    JOHN    CONWAY    COLCHURST. 
Marlborough  Street,  May  10,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  had  the  honour  of  presenting  to 
his  Majesty  the  Petition  which  I  received  from  you  by^last 
Tuesday's  post,  at  which  time  I  also  received  a  letter  from 
you,  for  which  I  return  you  my  sincere  thanks. 

I  must  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  to  make  my  most 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  those  gentlemen  who  have 
done  me  the  honour  to  look  upon  my  Parliamentary  con- 
duct in  so  flattering  and  favourable  a  light  as  to  have  fixed 
upon  me  to  present  their  Petition  to  his  Majesty. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  observe,  that  the  sentiments 
which  they  have  there  expressed  perfectly  concur  with  my 
own ;  it  gives  me  concern  to  think  that  their  apprehensions 
are  so  well  grounded.  Be  the  success  and  consequences 
what  they  will,  I  sincerely  lament  that  the  legislature  of 
this  country  is  willing  to  deny  the  blessing  secured  to  us  by 
the  glorious  Revolution,  to  any  of  the  members  of  this  once 
flourishing  and  united  empire. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

MiDDLETON. 


petition    of    the    PROTESTANT    INHABITANTS    OF  CORK  TO 
THE    KING. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  and  dutiful  Petition  of  the  Freemen,  Free- 
holders, Citizens,  Merchants,  Traders,  and  Protestant 
Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Cork, 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  tlie 
Freemen,  Freeholders,  Citizens,  Merchants,  Traders,  and 
Protestant  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Cork,  beg  leave  to 
approach  your  Majesty  with  a  state  of  our  feelings  on  the 
present  crisis  of  our  foreign  and  domestick  aflairs,  con- 
scious that,  however  dubious  the  success,  and  whatever  the 
event,  it  is  the  privilege  and  duty  of  a  loyal,  manly,  and 
free  people,  to  conduct  truth  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne,  where 
her  voice  may  be  distinguished  from  those  of  corruption, 
interest,  and  adulation. 

We  think  ourselves  particularly  called  upon  at  this  time 
to  declare  our  sentiments,  lest  your  Majesty  should  be  influ- 
enced by  an  Address  now  surreptitiously  preparing  here, 
purporting  to  be  the  act  of  this  Corporation,  and  aifecting  to 
convey  the  real  sense  of  this  ancient,  loyal,  and  opulent 
city. 

The  present  unnatural  dispute  with  America,  originally 
grounded  on  the  most  arbitrary  claims  of  former  Minbters, 
progressively  sustained  by  the  usurpations  of  succeeding  Ad- 
ministrations, and  most  impoliticly  carried  on  by  the  pre- 
sent, cannot  but  fill  us  with  the  most  gloomy  and  alarming 
apprehensions.  In  the  pursuit  of  an  inexpedient,  unneces- 
sary, and,  perhaps,  illegal  power  of  taxation,  over  a  bold, 
numerous,  experienced,  free,  and  distant  people,  we  have 
seen  our  armies  defeated,  our  fame  tarnished,  and  our  reve- 
nue exhausted  ;  our  American  trade  totally  destroyed,  which 
formed  the  broadest  basis  of  British  wealth  and  prosperity; 
our  West-India  trade,  dependant  on  America  for  supplies  of 
provisions  and  lumber,  mouldering  into  ruin ;  and  our  Afri- 
can commerce,  intimately  connected  with  that  of  the  West- 
Indies,  almost  totally  annihilated ;  our  national  honour 
lowered  to  the  dust  by  an  introduction  of  foreign  mercena- 
ries to  fight  our  domestick  quarrels  on  the  most  unequitable 
and  disadvantageous  terms ;  and  the  glory  of  the  British 
arms  forever  sullied,  by  the  newly  adopted  mode  of  piratical 
war,  which,  in  the  destruction  of  many  unoffending  maritime 
cities  of  America,  displays  a  spirit  of  dark  revenge  and 
gloomy  depredation,  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  any 
enlightened  age  or  polished  nation. 

Whatever  may  be  the  event  of  this  expensive  and  dread- 
ful contest,  it  must  be  alike  fatal  to  the  victor  and  the  van- 
quished ;  nothing  can  remain  to  either  but  poverty,  ruin,  and 
desolation. 

As  members  of  your  Majesty's  widely  extended  domi- 
nions, we  must  share  in  this  general  mass  of  publick  calamity; 
as  membei-s  of  this  opulent  and  commercial  city,  and  natives 
of  this  maritime  and  lately  rising  kingdom,  we  find  ourselves 
most  particularly  interested  ;  our  linen  trade  (the  great  sup- 
port of  the  nation)  is  in  imminent  danger,  through  the  wants 
of  its  usual  marts,  and  the  extreme  dearness  of  flaxseed, 
now  no  longer  supplied  fixjui  the  Colonies,  but  with  great 
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difficulty,  and  at  a  prodigious  expense,  scantily  imported 
from  the  northern  parts  of  Europe.  Tiie  lumber  trade, 
which  enabled  us  to  carry  on  the  exjiort  of  provisions  from 
our  Southern  Provinces,  is  almost  entirely  mined.  Com- 
merce is  a  mighty  chain,  in  which  the  weakness  of  a  single 
link  destroys  the  union  and  strength  of  the  whole.  Tiius 
have  all  the  other  parts  of  our  commerce  sensibly  declined 
by  their  connection  with  those  already  enumerated. 

We  cannot  pass  in  silence  the  state  of  this  now  defence- 
less kingdom,  deprived  of  almost  all  its  stipulated  force, 
and  left  an  easy  prey  to  the  first  invader.  Wiicn  we  throw 
our  eyes  on  the  Continent,  and  behold  the  prodigious  power 
and  warlike  preparations  of  our  most  dangerous  neighbours 
and  usual  enemies,  we  cannot  but  shudder  at  the  humilia- 
ting comparison. 

We  thus,  sire,  have  presumed  to  submit  to  your  royal 
and  benignant  consideration  a  small  part  of  the  manifold 
grievances  under  which  we  labour.  One  of  the  great  axioms 
of  our  law  places  an  easy  remedy  in  your  Majesty's  hands, 
to  be  employed  for  the  national  interest,  without  any  injury 
to  the  prerogative,  or  any  diminution  of  your  Majesty's  per- 
sonal honour.  "  The  King  can  do  no  wrong"  is  that  great 
rule  we  allude  to,  which,  preserving  the  sovereign  dignity 
from  insult,  consults  the  rights  of  freedom,  without  the  dan- 
ger of  anarchy  ;  and,  by  transferring  faults  from  the  supreme 
Executive  power  to  those  officially  employed  in  Adminis- 
tration, determines  a  mode  of  responsibility  which  has  ever 
proved  the  surest  safeguard  of  this  often-threatened  Consti- 
tution. 

Under  new  Ministers,  new  measures  may  be  best  adopted 
w  ithont  inconsistency,  and  with  the  utmost  attention  to  every 
just  and  lawful  prerogative.  The  State  may  thus  be,  as  it 
often  has  been,  saved  by  the  intelligent,  the  uncorrupt,  and 
the  intrepid,  from  that  destruction  into  which  it  is  plunged 
by  the  dastardly,  the  venal,  and  the  ignorant. 

In  your  Majesty's  paternal  attention  to  your  people's 
welfare ;  in  your  wisdom,  justice,  and  clemency,  we  place 
the  utmost  confidence ;  and  now  most  humbly  supplicate 
your  Majesty  to  remove  those  evils  of  which  we  complain ; 
to  direct  that  the  sword  may  be  sheathed,  that  our  com- 
merce may  be  restored,  and  that  economy,  union,  peace, 
and  liberty  may  be  permanently  re-established  through  all 
parts  of  the  empire. 

[Signed  by  five  hundred  of  the  principal  Citizens,  Free- 
holders, Merchants,  &tc.] 


GENERAL  LEE  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  20.  Referred  to  Committee  of  five,  viz :  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Paine,  ajid  Mr.  Wolcott.] 

Williamsburgh,  May  10,  1776. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  packet  I  have  just  received  from  North- 
Carolina  ;  as  likewise  a  resolve  of  the  Convention  of  Vir- 
ginia. In  consequence  of  this  intelligence,  I  had  before 
detached  a  battalion  of  Riflemen  to  Halifax,  for  which  place 
I  intend  to  set  out  myself  the  day  after  to-morrow.  There 
is  a  noble  spirit  in  this  Province,  pervading  all  orders  of 
men  ;  if  the  same  becomes  universal,  we  shall  be  saved.  I 
am,  fortunately  for  my  own  happiness,  and,  I  think,  for  the 
well-being  of  the  community,  on  the  best  terms  with  the 
Senatorial  part,  as  well  as  the  people  at  large.  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  preserve  their  confidence  and  good  opinion.  I 
am  extremely  distressed  for  Engineei-s,  and  the  two  I  have 
telJ  nie  that  they  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  resigning, 
as  they  cannot  subsist  on  their  present  miserable  pittance. 
I  hope  the  Congress  will  think  proper  to  increase  their  sala- 
rv,  and  their  number.  May  I,  without  presumption,  urge  to 
tfie  Congress  the  absolute  necessity  of  straining  every  nerve 
to  possess  themselves  of  Niagara  at  least,  if  not  Detroit. 

1  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 

Halifax,  May  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  have  this  day  received  the  enclosed  from  Briga- 
dier-General Moore,  and  have  orders  from  the  Congress  to 
enclose  them  to  you.  We  are  directed  also  to  inform  you 
that  the  Congress  have  ordered  a  reinforcement  of  fifteen 
hundred  Militia,  rank  and  file,  in  two  battalions,  to  join  Ge- 
neral Moore  with  all  possible  expedition ;  this  reinforcement 
is  ordered  to  consist  of  detachments  from  four  Eastern  dis- 


tricts of  six,  into  which  our  Province  is  divided,  because  the 
Western  districts  are  reserved  for  a  particular  purpose,  which 
you  are  already  acquainted  with,  and  you  will  perceive  Ge- 
neral Moore  alludes  to.  These  two  districts  are  inhabited 
chiefly  by  wheat  farmei-s,  and  if  obliged  to  leave  their  crops 
before  they  can  save  that  necessary  grain,  a  dearth  in  the 
next  year  could  scarcely  be  avoided.  The  Congress  have, 
therefore,  judged  this  an  additional  reason  for  withholding 
the  Militia  in  that  part  of  our  Colony  at  this  season,  unless 
the  necessity  becomes  indispensably  urgent ;  in  which  case 
they  are  ordered  to  be  in  readiness,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted  but  they  ivill  march  with  great  alacrity.  The  dis- 
persed situation  of  our  inhabitants  makes  it  impossible  for  the 
Militia  reinforcement  to  be  in  the  field  without  some  delay, 
and  the  Militia  of  the  neighbouring  Counties  have  been  in 
unremitting  service  so  long  that  it  has  become  irksome,  and 
exceedingly  burdensome  to  them.  Under  these  circumstan- 
ces the  Congress  could  fall  on  no  expedient  more  eligible 
than  that  already  mentioned,  although  they  were  sensible 
that  some  part  of  the  reinforcement  must  go  a  considerable 
distance,  and  therefore  must  be  late  in  joining  the  army ; 
however,  the  far  greater  part  will  be  on  its  march  in  a  short 
time,  and  they  are  under  orders  to  proceed  with  all  possible 
expedition.  The  detachment  from  the  District  of  Halifax 
will  march  from  Tarboroitgh  (about  forty  miles  from  hence) 
on  Thursday  week ;  ISewhern  and  Wilmington  are  nearer 
the  scene  of  action,  and  probably  will  be  sooner  in  the  field. 
Edenton  is  still  more  remote ;  .but  as  there  is  a  passage  by 
water,  it  is  probable  they  will  not  be  long  behind.  Ammu- 
nition and  provisions  have  been  already  ordered  to  General 
Moore,  and  we  hope  he  will  soon  receive  them.  This  re- 
presentation of  our  circumstances  we  make  to  you,  sir,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Congress.  They  avoid  requesting  you 
to  order  any  reinforcement  from  Virginia,  because  they  rely 
on  their  wisdom  for  taking  the  most  expedient  resolutions  in 
this  matter  when  informed  of  facts. 

We  are,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  War,  and  Intel- 

°        '  Thomas  Burke,  Chairmqfi. 

To  His  Excellency  Major-General  Lee. 

Enclosed  is  an  estimate  of  what  gunpowder  is  in  the  se- 
veral Counties  in  our  Colony. 

Wilmington,  April  29,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  By  two  men  who  deserted  from  the  Glas- 
gow packet,  lying  at  Fort  Johnston,  on  Saturday  night, 
the  27lh  instant,  I  received  intelligence  that  five  transport 
ships  (of  forty-five  that  sailed  from  Cork  some  time  in  Feb- 
ruary, with  nine  regiments)  have  arrived  in  the  river,  with 
about  seven  hundred  troops,  and  that  the  rest  are  hourly 
expected.  From  every  circumstance  I  can  gather  it  is  be- 
yond a  doubt  that  the  enemy  mean  to  make  this  Province 
the  object  of  their  attention,  and  that  Governour  iViarti/i  has 
still  expectations  of  assistance  from  the  forces,  and  Regula- 
tors lately  defeated  at  Moore's  Creek  Bridge.  I  am  very 
apprehensive  the  scheme,  mentioned  to  President  Rutledge, 
of  flanking  the  Ministerial  Army  with  the  Militia  from  the 
northward  and  westward,  will  be  found  ineffectual,  for 
should  General  Clinton  land  at  Liittle-River,  as  supposed, 
they  might  effect  a  junction  with  the  disaffected»of  ^«son, 
and  a  part  oi Bladen,  which  joins  it,  in  five  days  march,  tiie 
distance  not  being  more  than  sixty  miles,  which  would  be 
sooner  than  a  sufficient  number  of  Militia  could  be  imbodied 
to  intercept  them. 

I  expect  an  immediate  reinforcement  from  Bladen,  Ons- 
low, and  Duplin,  which  will,  I  hope,  enable  me  to  send  out 
strong  detachments  to  secure  the  passes  on  fVaggamaiv, 
Drowning  Creek,  and  the  Marsh,  and  will,  I  expect,  effectu- 
ally prevent  their  march,  and  cut  off  all  communication 
with  them  and  the  Tories,  and  over  those  who  would  wish 
to  join  them.  I  shall  take  care  to  have  such  officers  and 
men  on  that  service  as  are  well  acquainted  with  the  country, 
and  whose  conduct  and  bravery  I  can  confide  in.  All  the 
deserters  who  have  yet  come  on  shore  agree  in  this  point, 
that  Wilmington  will  be  the  first  place  attacked,  which 
obliges  me  to  keep  a  considerable  body  of  men  always  in 
the  town  for  its  defence. 

30th. — This  morning  I  examined  John  Pond,  who  esca- 
ped from  the  Falcon  sloop-of-war  last  Sutiday  night,  and 
enclose  you  his  affidavit.     I  have,  in  consequence  of  this 
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intelligence,  (which  corresponds  with  the  observations  our 
scouts  have  made,)  written  the  Brigadier-Generals  of  the  se- 
veral districts ;  and  supposing  they  may  not  be  at  home,  I 
have  again  written  to  the  Colonels  of  the  Counties  to  march 
their  men  to  this  place  immediately,  unless  ordered  other- 
wise by  your  Committee.  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that 
the  Militia  are  not  so  ready  to  turn  out  on  this  important 
occasion  as  I  could  wish,  owing,  I  am  certain,  to  their  being 
at  this  season  engaged  in  the  farming  business.  Should  the 
enemy  attempt  to  land  at  Little-River,  I  shall  despatch  off 
expresses  to  the  western  troops  to  order  their  march  as  di- 
rected by  you.  1  shall  be  very  much  in  want  of  good  horses 
and  wagons  for  the  service.  The  powder  which  comes  from 
Philadelphia  cannot  arrive  too  soon. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

James  Moore,  Brigadier-General. 

To  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  War,  and  Intelligence. 

April  29,  1776. 

John  Pond,  master  of  the  Sloop  Polly,  from  'Statia,  with 
gunpowder,  doposeth  and  saith,  That  he  was  taken  by  the 
Siren  frigate  at  sea,  on  the  2d  day  oi  February  last,  and 
brought  into  this  river  by  Captain  Lindsay  of  the  Falcon ; 
that  there  are  now  lying  at  Fort  Johnston  eight  transport 
vessels,  one  of  them  an  old  Indiaman,  which  he  heard  Cap- 
tain Lindsay  say  had  seven  hundred  ti-oops  on  board ;  that 
they  have  upwards  of  two  thousand  troops  in  the  river,  and 
that  they  expect  their  force  will  be  seven  thousand  men 
when  the  rest  of  the  transports  from  Ireland  comes  in,  and 
Sir  Peter  Parker  from  England,  with  about  thre«  thousand 
troops,  who  is  expected  every  hour;  that  the  Siren  and 
Mercury  are  cruising,  and  boats  are  out  every  day  looking 
for  him;  that,  as  soon  as  he  arrives,  they  intend  to  lighten 
their  vessels  and  run  up  the  flats,  where  they  are  to  land 
their  men  in  flat-bottomed  boats  that  will  carry  fifty  men 
besides  eighteen  rowers ;  that  he  saw  the  boats  on  board  the 
transports  ;  that  they  have  still  expectations  of  being  joined 
by  the  Regulators,  and  have  appointed  officers  to  command 
them  when  the  forces  below  shall  land.  And  further  this  de- 
ponent sayeth  not.  John  Pond. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  30th  day  o(  April,  1776. 

.  James  Moore. 

A  true  copy  : 

Thomas  Clarke,  Secretary. 

In  Convention,  May  10,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
consisting  of  Minute-men  and  Militia,  be  immediately  raised 
in  the  following  Counties  and  proportions,  that  is  to  say: 

Albemarle,  one  hundred;  Amherst,  fifty;  Amelia,  one 
hundred  ;  Brunswick,  one  hundred ;  Buckingham,  fifty ; 
Cumberland,  fifty ;  Dinwiddie,  fifty ;  Charlotte,  fifty  ;  Hali- 
fax, one  hundred ;  Hanover,  one  hundred  ;  Louisa,  fifty  ; 
Lunenburgh,  one  hundred ;  Mecklenburgh,  one  hundred ; 
Prince-Edward,  fifty ;  Sussex,  fifty  ;  Pittsylvania,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty ;  and  sent  to  the  assistance  oi North-Carolina. 
John  Tazewell,  Ckrk  Contention. 


VIRGINIA    committee    OF    SAFETY. 

Wil'.iamsburgh,  May  10,  1776. 

Pursuant  to  powers  received  from  the  honourable  the 
Continental  Congress,  the  Committee  of  Safety  are  ready 
to  grant  Commissions  for  making  reprisals  upon  the  property 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  at  sea,  or  in  the  rivers  be- 
low high-water  mark,  to  any  persons  who  shall  apply  for 
them,  and  comply  with  the  terms  mentioned  by  Congress. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  desire  the  Commanding  Officers 
of  the  several  Minute-Battalions  to  procure  and  return,  with- 
out delay,  an  exact  list  of  the  number  of  men  in  each  Com- 
pany, and  how  they  are  furnished  with  arms,  that  the  same 
may  be  laid  before  the  Convention. 

Edmund  Pendleton,  President. 


GENERAL  LEE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Williamsburgh,  May  10,  1776. 

My  DEAR  General  :  The  most  compendious  method  to 
give  you  an  idea  of  the  state  of  your  Province  is  to  enclose 
to  you  the  result  of  a  council  of  officers,  every  article  of 
which  is  approved  by  your  Convention.     We  have  just 


received  an  express  from  North- Carolina,  informing  us  of 
the  arrival  of  eight  large  transports  in  Cape-Fear  River,  on 
the  whole  containing,  as  it  is  suj)posed,  about  two  thousand 
men.  I  had  before,  on  a  suspicion  of  their  arrival,  detached 
a  battalion  of  Riflemen,  and  shall  set  out  myself  the  day 
after  to-morrow.  The  Convention  has  ordered  twelve 
hundred  Militia  or  Minute-men  to  that  Province.  My  com- 
mand (as  you  may  easily  conceive)  is  extremely  perplexing 
from  the  consideration  of  the  vast  extent  of  vulnerable  parts 
of  this  country,  intersected  by  such  a  variety  of  navigable 
waters,  and  the  expedition  with  which  the  enemy  (furnished 
with  canvass  wings)  can  fly  from  one  spot  to  another.  Had 
we  arms  for  the  Minute-men,  and  half  a  dozen  good  field 
Engineers,  we  might  laugh  at  their  efibrts ;  but  in  this  article 
(like  the  rest  of  the  Continent)  we  are  miserably  deficient. 
Engineers,  we  have  but  two,  and  they  threaten  to  resign,  as 
it  is  impossible  that  they  should  subsist  on  a  more  wretched 
pittance  than  common  carpenters  or  bricklayers  can  earn. 
I  have  written  to  the  Congress,  entreating  them  to  augment  the 
pay :  a  word  from  you  would,  I  make  no  doubt,  effect  it. 

I  wish,  my  dear  General,  you  would  send  me  Captain 
Smith,  on  condition  the  Congress  make  it  worth  his  while, 
otherwise  I  have  not  the  conscience  to  propose  it.  I  am 
well  pleased  with  your  officers  in  general,  and  the  men  are 
good,  some  Irish  rascals  excepted.  I  have  forn^pd  two 
companies  of  grenadiers  to  each  regiment;  and,  with  spears 
of  thirteen  feet  long,  their  rifles  (for  they  are  all  riflemen) 
slung  over  their  shoulders,  their  appearance  is  formidable, 
and  the  men  are  conciliated  to  the  weapon.  I  am  likewise 
furnishing  myself  with  four-ounced  rifled  amusettes,  which 
will  carry  an  infernal  distance ;  the  two-ounced  hit  a  half 
sheet  of  paper  at  five  hundred  yards  distance.  So  much 
for  military. 

A  noble  spirit  possesses  the  Convention.  They  are  almost 
unanimous  for  independence,  but  differ  in  their  sentiments 
about  the  mode ;  two  days  will  decide  it.  I  have  the  plea- 
sure to  inform  you  that  I  am  extremely  well  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Senatorial  part,  as  well  as  of  the  people  at  large. 
God  send  me  the  grace  to  preserve  it.  But  their  neigh- 
bours of  Maryland  (I  mean  their  Council  of  Safety)  make 
a  most  damnable  clamor  (as  I  am  informed)  on  the  subject 
of  a  letter  I  wrote  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Baltimore,  to  seize  the  person  and  papers  of  Mr.  Eden,  upon 
the  discovery  which  was  communicated  to  me  of  his  treach- 
erous correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  State ;  it  was 
a  measure  not  only  justifiable  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  men, 
but  absolutely  necessary.  The  Committee  of  Safety  here 
are  indeed  as  deep  in  the  scrape  as  myself.  The  Congress 
must,  and  will,  I  dare  say,  support  and  vindicate  the  mea- 
sure. Captain  Green  and  his  party  are  upon  their  march, 
as  you  ordered.  I  was  a  damned  blockhead  for  bringing 
them  so  far,  as  their  accounts  will  be  intricate ;  but  I  hope 
not  so  intricate  as  not  to  be  unriddled. 

I  send  you  an  account  of  the  money  I  advanced  to  the 
different  officers — to  Captains  Smith,  Lunt,  and  Green.  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  appoint  a  Sergeant  Denmark,  of 
the  Rifle  battalion,  to  do  duty  as  an  Ensign.  He  is  a  man 
of  worth,  and  I  beg  that  you  will  confirm  his  commission. 
Another  Sergeant  of  the  same  battalion  I  have  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Artillery  of  this 
Province.  He  is  a  German,  his  name  Holmer,  and  very 
deserving.  If  little  Eustace  cannot  be  provided  for  with 
you,  I  could  wish,  if  there  is  a  cheap  method  of  doing  it, 
you  would  send  him  to  me,  as  I  have  it  in  my  power  to 
place  him,  and  quite  doat  upon  him.  My  love  to  Mrs. 
Washington,  Gates,  and  her  bad  half;  to  Moylan ;  but  Pal- 
frey is  a  scoundrel,  for  not  writing.  Adieu,  my  dear  Gen- 
eral. 

Yours,  most  entirely,  C.  Lee, 

To  General  Washington. 

Williamsburgh,  May  8,  1776. 
As  General  Clinton  has  undoubtedly  landed,  and  some 
transports  of  the  enemy  are  arrived  in  North- Carolina,  Ge- 
neral Lee  thinks  it  his  duty  immediately  to  repair  to  that 
Province,  to  take  measures  for  defeating  their  schemes ;  but 
before  his  departure  he  esteems  it  his  duty  to  digest  some 
plan  for  the  safety  and  security  of  Virginia.  To  this  end  he 
thinks  it  necessary  to  call  a  Council  of  all  the  General  and 
Field  Officers  at  Williamsburgh. 
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In  consequence  of  these  summonses,  a  Council  of  the  fol- 
lowing officers  was  formed : 

Major-General  Lee. 
Brigadier-General  Lewis,        Brigadier-General  Howe, 
Colonel  Buckner,  Colonel  Christian,  _ 

Lieut.  Col.  McClanachan,      Lieut.  Colonel  Bullitt. 

General  Aee  proposes  the  following  questions : 

What  Posts  not  occupied  should  be  occupied  ?  What 
Posts  now  occupied  may  be  abandoned  ? 

1st.  Does  not  the  Great  Bridge  seem  to  be  a  post  of  im- 
portance ? 

The  Council  unanimously  agree  that  it  is  a  post  of  the 
greatest  importance,  and  that  it  should  be  maintained  by  at 
least  four  hundred  men. 

It  being  agreed  that  the  Great  Bridge  should  be  garri- 
soned, the  Council  are  consequently  of  opinion  that  Suffolk 
must  likewise  be  maintained,  and  that  the  different  defiles 
between  Suffolk  and  the  Great  Bridge  (which  will  here- 
after be  pointed  out  to  the  Engineers)  be  fortified. 

The  Council  consider  Suffolk  to  be  of  such  importance 
they  unanimously  agree  that  a  battalion  at  least  should  be 
kept  to  defend  that  post  and  its  dependencies. 

2dly.  Does  it  appear  that  Kemp's  Landing,  without  great 
risk  to  the  body  there  stationed,  can  be  supported  ?  Is  the 
importance  of  this  post  so  great  as  to  counterbalance  the 
risk  ?  But  if  it  is  thought  necessary  to  abandon  Kemp's  Land- 
ing, should  not  the  Convention  be  petitioned  to  put  in  exe- 
cution the  former  resolve  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  (now 
rescinded,)  of  obliging  all  the  slaves  of  a  military  age,  as 
well  as  all  the  white  inhabitants  who  are  not  manifest  active 
partisans  of  liberty,  to  evacuate  the  Counties  of  Norfolk 
and  Princess  Anne,  lying  between  the  Great  Bridge,  ocean, 
and  Currituck  Sound;  as  likewise  those  residing  in  that 
tract  between  the  Eastern  and  Southern  branches,  and  those 
of  the  lower  parts  of  Nansemond  and  the  Western  branch, 
who  have  taken  the  oaths  to  Lord  Dunmore  1 

The  Court  are  of  opinion  (with  only  one  dissentient)  that 
Kemp's  Landing  cannot  be  supported  without  the  greatest 
risk ;  that  when  it  is  evacuated  the  whole  stock  would  con- 
sequently fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  that  therefore 
the  male  slaves,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  military  age, 
who  are  not  manifestly  active  partisans  of  the  publick  liber- 
ty, will  be  actively  employed  for  her  destruction ;  that 
both  inclination  and  necessity  will  oblige  them.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  opinion,  they  beg  leave  humbly  to  petition 
the  Convention  to  put  in  execiition  the  resolve  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  (now  rescinded)  on  this  subject. 

As  the  getting  possession  of  the  Capital  would  give  an  air 
of  dignity  and  decided  superiority  to  the  enemy,  which,  in  a 
country  abounding  with  slaves,  is  a  point  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, ought  not  a  considerable  force  be  stationed  at 
(i'illiamsburgh  and  its  dependencies,  in  which  are  included 
York,  Jamestoum,  Burrets  Ferry,  and  Hampton! 

It  is  unanimously  agreed  as  strong  a  force  as  possible 
ought  to  be  stationed  in  the  Capital  and  its  dependencies. 

As,  from  a  consideration  of  the  present  weakness  of  the 
Army  in  this  Province,  it  is  impossible  to  station  a  force 
adequate  to  this  purpose,  and  at  the  same  time  to  aim  at 
defending  the  vast  extent  of  country  open  to  the  insults  of 
the  enemy,  can  a  battalion  be  spared  for  the  Northern 
Neck? 

The  Council  are  of  opinion  that  only  two  companies  can 
be  spared  to  be  stationed  on  the  Northern  Neck ;  but  that 
they  should  be  reinforced  by  some  companies  of  Minute- 

"^^"'  Charles  Lee,  President. 


it  will,  I  hope  I  shall  preserve  my  reputation,  and  resign 
my  breath  with  a  tolerable  degree  of  grace.  God  bless  you. 
1  cannot  write  more  at  present.  "  Ah,  Cassius,  I  am  sick 
of  many  griefs." 

Youi-s,  most  entirely,  Charles  Lee. 

Honourable  Richard  Henry  Lee. 


GENERAL    LEE    TO    RICHARD    HENRY    LEE. 

Williamsburgh,  May  10,  1776. 

My  dear  Friend  :  Your  brother  and  I  think,  from  the 
language  of  your  letters,  that  the  pulse  of  the  Congress  is 
low,  and  that  you  yourself,  with  all  your  vigour,  are  by 
collision,  somewhat  more  contracted  in  your  hopes  than  we 
wished  to  have  found.  If  you  do  not  declare  immediately 
for  positive  independence,  we  are  all  ruined.  There  is  a 
poorness  of  spirit  and  languor  in  the  late  proceedings  of 
Congress,  that  I  confess  frightens  me  so  much  that  at  times 
I  regret  having  embarked  my  all,  my  fortune,  life,  and  repu- 
tation, in  their  bottom.  I  sometimes  wish  I  had  settled  in 
some  country  of  slaves,  where  the  most  lenient  master 
governs.     However,  let  the  fate  of  my  property  be  what 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    VIRGINIA    COMMITTEE 

OF    SAFETY. 
[No.  150.]  Annapolig,  May  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  just  now  received  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  and  an  advertisement,  copies  of  which  we  send 
you  enclosed.  We  also  transmit  copy  of  a  letter  sent  us 
by  the  Committee  apjiointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
retaking  Moses  Kirkland;  and  are,  gentlemen,  yours,  &ic. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia. 


PRESIDENT  or  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  May  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several 
favours  of  the  5th  and  7th  instant,  which  I  had  the  honour 
of  laying  before  Congress. 

By  the  enclosed  resolves  you  will  perceive  the  sense  of 
Congress  upon  some  parts  of  your  letters.  The  others  are 
under  the  consideration  of  different  Conunittees.  As  soon 
as  I  am  authorized,  I  will  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  imme- 
diately transmitting  the  result. 

Congress  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Colonel  Tuthitt 
Major  of  the  First  New-  Forfc  Battalion,  in  the  room  of  Major 
Benedict,  who  has  resigned.  I  have  sent  him  his  commis- 
sion. The  account  of  the  powder  sent  to  the  Eastward 
shall  be  forwarded  agreeably  to  Mr.  Palfrey's  application, 
as  soon  as  the  Secret  Committee  can  furnish  me  with  it. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  detain  the  express,  that  I  may 
be  able  to  inform  you  whether  any  arms  can  be  procured 
from  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  this  place.  The  Commit- 
tee to  whom  that  business  was  referred  I  expect  will  make 
their  report  this  morning. 

The  particulars  of  the  engagement  in  the  river  below  this 
city,  though  at  present  it  is  over,  are  so  variously  reported 
that  it  is  impossible  to  give  any  consistent  representation  of 
it.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  the  King's  ships  have  quitted 
their  stations,  and  have  fallen  down  the  river  as  low  as 
Reedy-Island.  Wlien  the  gondolas  began  the  attack  they 
were  almost  as  high  up  as  Chester.* 

*  Prilahelphia,  JUay  15, 1776. — In  our  last  we  mentioned  the  arri- 
val of  the  men-of-war  off  the  mouth  of  Christia7ia-Creeh,  about  lea 
leagues  from  this  city,  which  proved  to  be  the  lioebuck.  Captain  Nam- 
mond,  of  forty-four  guns,  and  the  Liverpool,  Captain  Belle-u,  of  twenty- 
eight  guns.  On  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  their  being  so  far  up  the 
liver,  the  thirteen  Provincial  armed  boats  were  ordered  from  their  station 
at  Fort-Island,  to  attack  them.  On  Wtdnesday,  about  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  the  galleys  hove  in  sight  of  the  men-of-war,  and  about 
three  began  the  attack,  which  brought  on  a  very  heavy  cannonading  on 
both  sides,  that  lasted  three  or  four  hours,  when  the  Roebuck  ran  aground, 
and  the  Liverpool  came  to  anchor  to  cover  her.  It  being  then  dark,  the 
tiring  ceased  on  both  sides,  and  in  the  course  of  the  night  the  lioebuck 
got  off.  During  the  engagement,  the  Wasp  schooner,  of  six  guns,  com- 
manded by  Charles  .Alexander,  came  out  of  Christiana- Creeh,  into 
which  she  had  been  chased  the  day  before,  and  took  a  brig  in  the  employ 
of  the  pirates,  having  on  board  a  great  number  of  water-casks  belonging 
to  the  Kiiigjisher,  to  fill.  On  Thursdat/  afternoon,  at  five  o'clock,  the 
armed  boats  renewed  the  attack  on  thcni,  with  so  much  spirit  and  skill 
that  they  obliged  the  ships  to  make  the  test  of  their  way  down  the  river, 
when  the  boats  pursued  them,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  till  they  got 
below  J^'evicastle,  six  miles  from  the  place  of  action,  where  the  bouts 
moored  for  that  night.  The  ships  have  since  gone  further  down  the 
river.  We  are  well  assured,  by  a  gentleman  who  has  since  been  along- 
side of  the  ships,  that  our  cannon  did  great  execution  to  their  hulls,  and 
that  they  were  obliged  to  keep  their  carpenters  patching  and  mending 
for  two  days  after.  Several  of  our  armed  boats  were  slightly  damaged. 
One  man  was  killed  in  the  first,  and  two  wounded  in  the  second  engage- 
ment. The  greatest  praises  were  given  to  the  courage  and  spirit  of  our 
officers  and  men,  by  the  many  thousand  spectators,  who  lined  the  shore 
on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

The  ships-of-war  had  chased  a  small  schooner,  bound  to  the  IVest- 
Indies,  which  ran  ashore  near  Christiana,  and  plundered  her  of  some 
goods ;  but  left  her  behind,  and  a  tow  line  they  had  carried  on  beard  to 
heave  her  off.  They  took  and  burned  a  shallop,  or  small  sloop,  near  Co- 
hansy,  which  the  crew  had  abandoned. 

We  arc  told  that  the  Roebuck  is  one  of  the  handsomest  ships-of-war 
belonging  to  the  King  of  Britain,  and  was  built  last  summer  under 
the  particular  patronage  of  Lord  Sandwich,  whose  favourite  she  is. 
The  Captain  is  also  of  his  particular  appointment.  Quere,  What 
must  his  Lordship  say  of  his  ship,  when  he  hears  that  she  was  beat  by 
the  "  cowardly  .Americans,"  who  have  nothing  but  "  rusty  guns,  broom- 
sticks, &.C." 
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Tlie  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the 
army  under  your  command,  shall  be  forwarded  on  Monday. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 


humble  servant. 


John  Hancock. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    JOSEPH    TRUMBULL. 

Philadelphia,  May  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  favour,  and  have  only  time  to  in- 
form you  that  the  intention  of  Congress  is  to  have  the  whole 
quantity  of  pork  ordered  to  General  Schuyler  sent  as  fast 
as  possible ;  that  you  will  please  to  pursue  the  purchases 
until  you  have  completed  the  whole,  including  the  two 
thousand  barrels  I  lately  sent  you  an  order  to  purchase. 

Mr.  Livingston  has  written  to  Congress  a  letter  which 
does  him  honour,  and  he  will  certainly  have  the  notice  of 
Congress  in  future.  He  offered  to  resign  his  contracts  if 
any  advantage  would  redound  to  the  publick,  and  Congress 
liave  accepted  his  resignation. 

I  have  paid  your  bill  for  ten  thousand  dollars.  I  shall  be 
ready  to  render  you  any  service,  and  when  I  may  be  useful 
it  will  give  much  pleasure  to  promote  your  interests. 

I  want  frotn  General  Putnam,  or  from  you,  a  particular 
state  of  the  services  performed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Leonard. 
I  mean  when  he  officiated  for  several  regiments,  previous  to 
the  regular  establishment.  When  I  am  possessed  of  that, 
he  will  be  recompensed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

Joseph  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Commissarj'-General. 


chase  the  armed  schooner  you  took  in  your  late  cruise. 
This  schooner  must  be  called  the  Hopkins,  and  immedi- 
ately fitted  out  as  a  Continental  cruiser,  and  you  are  to  add 
her  to  the  fleet  destined  against  the  ^Newfoundland  fishery, 
sending  her  away  in  company  with  the  Alfred,  &ic.  We 
deliver  you  herewitii  a  blank  commission  for  the  Captain, 
and  we  choose  the  offer  of  it  should  be  made  to  Captain 
Chew,  of  New-Haven,  he  being  strongly  recommended  by 
the  Committee  of  that  place  ;  but  if  he  refuses  this  apjKiini- 
ment,  we  hereby  authorize  you  to  put  in  a  proper  com- 
mander, and  fill  the  commission  with  his  name.  We  also 
deliver  you  some  blank  warrants,  which  you  will  fill  up 
with  proper  persons  for  the  master  and  otlier  inferior  offi- 
cers for  tliat  schooner. 

Let  it  be  an  article  of  your  instructions  to  all  the  Cap- 
tains, to  be  particularly  careful  to  send  all  salt  they  may 
take  to  some  of  these  States,  as  we  expect  it  will  be  very 
much  wanted.  Should  you  think  it  advisable  to  go  upon 
the  expedition  to  Newfoundland,  &,c.,  yourself,  you  may  do 
therein  as  you  judge  will  be  most  serviceable  to  the  Conti- 
nent, and  hoist  your  broad  pendant  on  board  of  the  vessel 
you  choose.  John  Hancock,  for  the  Committee. 


MARINE    COMMITTEE    TO    COMMODORE    HOPKINS. 

"In  Congress,  May  7,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  twenty  of  the  heaviest  Cannon  taken  by 
Commodore  Hopkins  from  New-Providence,  and  brought 
from  thence  to  New-London,  and  since  carried  to  Newport, 
be  brought  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  delivered  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  said  City,  to  remain  there  during  the  plea- 
sure of  Congress. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Sir:  The  Congress  having,  by  the  foregoing  Resolve, 
agreed  to  lend  twenty  of  the  heaviest  cannon  taken  at 
Providence  and  carried  to  Rhode-Island,  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  defence  of  this  city,  1 
have  to  desire  you  will  deliver  the  same  to  the  person  or 
persons  whom  the  said  Committee  sent  to  receive  and  bring 
them  hither. 

I  am  your  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Commodore  Eseck  Hopkins,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  Daniel 
Tillinghast,  Esq. 

In  Marine  Committee,  Philadelphia,  May  10,  1776. 

Sib:  You  will  perceive  by  the  foregoing,  that  Congress 
have  ordered  twenty  of  the  cannon  you  brought  from  Pro- 
vidence to  be  improved  in  Philadelphia ;  and  in  order  that 
the  benefit  of  that  order  may  be  realized  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, we  direct  that  you  order  the  said  twenty  cannon  to  be 
put  on  board  the  Fly,  or  any  other  of  your  vessels,  and 
carried  to  New-York,  and  direct  the  commander  of  the 
vessel  to  call  on  General  Washington  for  his  further  pro- 
ceeding, to  whom  we  shall  write  on  the  subject.  This  to 
be  effected  in  the  best  manner  you  can,  but  by  no  means 
to  be  done  to  the  prejudice  of  more  especial  service.  The 
cannon,  however,  must  be  sent  as  speedily  as  possible  by 
some  conveyance  that  shall  be  judged  best. 
We  are  your  very  humble  servants, 

John  Hancock, 
Robert  Morris, 
R.  Alexander, 
Joseph  Hewes, 
Samuel  Huntington. 
To  Commodore  E.  Hopkins. 

P.  S.    We  deliver  you  herewith  a  letter  to  Nathaniel 
Shaw,  Jun.,  Esq.,  of  New-London,  directing  him  to  pur- 


TO    captain   THOMAS    CREGIEB,    OF    THE    SCHOONER  GENE- 
RAL   PUTNAM. 
Head-Quarters,  New- York,  10th  May,  A.  D.  1776. 
Sir  :  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  to  inform  you  that  it  is  his  pleasure  and  order 
that  you  immediately  proceed  with  your  vessel  and  join 
those  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Tapper,  lately  gone 
from  hence ;  and  having  joined  them,  you  are  to  put  your- 
self under  his  command,  and  faithfully  and  diligently  to 
obey  and  execute  such  orders  as  he  may  give  you  from  time 

^  ^'"®-  Robert  H.  Harrison,  A.  D.  C. 


NEW-YORK    CONGRESS   TO    COMMITTEE    OF    QUEENS    COUNTY. 
In  Provincial  Congress,  May  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Being  informed  that  the  inhabitants  of 
your  County  have  appointed  a  County  Committee,  and 
that  Committees  are  likewise  chosen  in  several  Districts,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  the  resolves  of  the 
Continental  and  this  Congress ;  and  considering  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  having  all  the  friends  of  the  country  in  a 
capacity  of  defending  it  and  themselves  against  the  relent- 
less hand  of  tyranny,  we  do  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you 
to  use  all  possible  diligence  in  forming  the  inhabitants  of 
your  County,  who  have  signed  the  Association  and  are 
friendly  to  the  American  cause,  into  military  companies  and 
regiments,  according  to  the  resolves  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress for  regulating  the  Militia  of  this  Colony  ;  and  that  you 
recommend  to  us,  as  soon  as  possible,  suitable  persons  for 
Field-Officers  and  a  Major  of  Brigade. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  very 
humble  servants.     By  order. 
To  the  Committee  of  Queens  County. 


DUNCAN  CAMPBELL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fredericksburgh,  Dutchess  County,  May  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  From  the  treatment  1  have  met  with  since  I  left 
General  Schuyler,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to 
your  Excellency  for  redress,  being  fully  convinced,  from 
your  general  character,  that  you  will  do  me  all  manner  of 
justice.  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  a  true 
state  of  some  arms  I  had  in  my  custody,  belonging  to  the 
officers  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Regiment,  taken  prisoners  in 
Canada.  The  number  of  fire-arms  are  only  thirteen,  mostly 
fowling-pieces,  with  eight  small  and  half-basket  swords,  one 
hanger  and  two  odd  pistols,  being  the  property  of  those  gen- 
tlemen and  myself;  and  as  I  am  Quartermaster  to  the  regi- 
ment, I  was  ordered  to  take  care  of  said  arms,  and  put  them 
all  in  one  chest,  as  they  were  to  be  sent  after,  or  taken  care 
of,  for  the  gentlemen  they  belonged  to.  As  General  Mont- 
gomery was  pleased  to  indulge  me  with  leave  to  remain  in 
Canada  till  the  spring,  I  acquainted  Colonel  Fleming,  De- 
puty Adjutant-General  for  the  Continental  forces,  of  my 
having  the  aforesaid  arms,  and  told  him  I  would  be  glad 
he  would  speak  to  General  Wooster,  tliat  I  might  know  what 
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was  to  be  done  with  them,  as  I  was  ordered  to  be  in  readi- 
ness to  come  down  tiie  country ;  but  receiving  no  further 
direction  concerning  tliem,  I  brought  them  with  me  as  far 
as  the  Fishkills,  wliere  I  stored  them,  with  most  of  my 
o\yn  baggage,  having  General  Schuyler's  leave  to  go  to 
Fredericksburgh,  to  settle  some  property  1  had  at  that 
place.  The  Committee  of  Romboufs  Precinct  broke  open 
tiie  chest  in  which  the  arms  were,  and  seized  on  all  my  bag- 
gage, before  they  gave  me  the  least  notice  of  their  proceed- 
ings. About  ten  days  after,  I  was  ordered  to  wait  on  said 
Cyommittee,  and  at  the  same  time  was  threatened  that  my 
chests  should  be  bi-oken  open  if  I  should  not  be  at  the  place 
appointed  at  such  an  hour,  as  they  supposed  that  I  had 
more  arms  and  ammunition  amongst  my  baggage.  I  assured 
them  that  I  had  no  such  thing,  and  that  the  arms  they  had 
already  seen  were  all  that  I  had,  which  could  never  be  in- 
tended for  Tories,  as  they  imagined,  as  the  different  gentle- 
men's names  they  belonged  to  were  fixed  to  each  of  them. 
After  opening  and  searching  all  my  chests  and  boxes,  except 
two  that  the  keys  had  been  lost,  they  broke  the  locks  open 
and  tore  the  boxes,  notwithstanding  I  told  them  on  my 
honour  that  there  was  nothing  in  them  but  bedsteads  and 
some  clothes  belonging  to  my  children. 

As  your  Excellency  very  well  knows-that  those  arms  are 
private  property,  I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  that 
tliey  may  be  either  delivered  me,  or  secured  in  the  hands  of 
some  orentleman  that  will  take  care  and  be  answerable  for 
them. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 

servant,  Duncan  Campbell, 

Ensign  and  Quartennasier  to  the  26th  Regiment, 

and  prisoner  of  war  at  Fredericksburgh. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Continental  Forces. 

[Answered  May  17,  that  no  report  having  been  made  by 
the  Committee  respecting  their  inquiry  for  arms,  which  were 
confidently  said  to  be  among  the  officers'  baggage,  and  which 


rendered  an  examination  necessaiy,  his  Excellency  could 
not  determine  upon  the  subject  of  his  letter,  but  doubled  not 
the  Committee,  in  this  and  every  other  instance,  have  only 
done  their  duty,  and  what  necessity  required,  without  wan- 
tonly violating  property,  as  he  complained.      R.  H.  H.] 


GENERAL    SULLIVAN    TO    GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  May  10,  1776. 

Much  respected  General  :  After  a  voyage  of  four 
days,  I  arrived  at  this  place,  where  I  found  Stark  and 
Heed's  regiments,  who  had,  by  order  of  General  Schuyler, 
been  detained  here  for  boats,  none  of  which  were  then  in 
readiness  for  the  troops. 

General  Schuyler  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  the  8th 
instant.  I  waited  on  him  immediately.  He  informed  that 
the  coming  of  so  many  troops  was  so  unexpected  that  he 
had  not  batteaus  to  carry  them  across  the  Lakes ;  but  the 
carpenters  being  diligently  employed,  we  found  ourselves 
able  to  despatch  Reed's  regiment  this  day.  Stark  marches 
to-morrow,  fi'^inds  on  Monday,  Irwin  on  Tuesday,  Day- 
ton on  Wednesday,  and  Wayne  on  Thursday,  if  he  comes 
up.  The  General  informs  that  by  the  21st  instant,  and  not 
before,  the  rear  of  the  brigade  may  embark  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  and  the  whole  may,  by  the  1st  of  June,  arrive  in 
Quebeck. 

The  post  that  arrived  from  thence  this  day  informs  that 
an  express  arrived  at  Montreal  the  moment  he  left  it,  in- 
forming that  our  people  had  burnt  the  lower  town  of  Que- 
beck,  and  made  a  breach  in  the  upper  town.  I  hear  that 
General  Thompson  is  well ;  part  of  his  brigade  has  arrived 
there.  I  shall  do  everything  in  my  power  to  join  them  im- 
mediately, and  nothing  shall  delay  me  but  want  of  boats. 
I  shall  send  a  return  of  my  brigade  to-morrow ;  and  am, 
with  the  most  profound  respect,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  servant,  j^^,^  Sullivan. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


Return  of  the  Troops  of  the   United  Colonies,  serving  in  Canada,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  John 

Sullivan,  May  11,  1776. 


REGIMENTS. 


ColuDel  Reed's 

Colooel  Stark's 

Colonel  Poor's 

Colonel  Palerson's 

Colonel  Grealon's 

Colonel  Bond's 

Deiachtnent  of  Colonel  Wayne's  . . . . 

Colonel  Irvine's 

Colonel  Dayton's 

Colonel  Winds's 

Colonel  De  Haas's 

Five  Companies  of  Colonel  Bedel's. . 

Colonel  Maxwell's 

Colonel  Burrel's 

Colonel  Porter's 

Colonel  St.  Clair's 


Total. 
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2 
32 
46 
13 
177 
21 
67 


Wanting  to 
complete. 


441 
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199 
206 
105 
163 
281 


75 

199 

65 

172 

75 

210 

225 


Since  last 
Return. 


13 


12 


New- York,  June  20, 1776. 


Joseph  Reed,  Adjutant-General. 


general  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  Friday,  May  10,  1776. 
Dear  Sir:  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Excellen- 
cy's favour  of  the  3d  instant,  by  Mr.  Bennett,  which  was 
delivered  on  Wednesday  evening.  General  Sullivan  arrived 
here  at  six  that  afternoon.  Half  an  hour  before  that  I  return- 
ed from  Fort  George,  having  embarked  General  Thompson 
with  the  last  of  his  brigade,  on  the  morning  of  the  preceding 


day.  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter 
of  the  29th,  I  ordered  up  an  additional  number  of  carpen- 
ters, some  of  whom  have  already  left  this  place,  and  others 
are  going  off  this  day,  so  that  I  hope  on  Sunday,  and  on 
every  succeeding  day,  to  build  eight  boats ;  but,  as  I  had 
not  one  left  when  General  Thompson  was  moved,  and  could 
build  no  more  than  six  a  day,  I  shall,  on  Saturday  night, 
have  only  thirty  completed,  so  that  I  fear  it  will  be  the  21st 
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instant  before  the  last  of  General  Sullivan's  brigade  will 
embark,  when  I  expect  to  have  finished  one  hundred  and 
ten  batteaus,  carrying  thirty  men  each,  besides  the  baggage, 
ammunition  and  intrenching  tools,  and  about  ten  barrels  of 
pork,  if  I  can  get  that  quantity  at  Fort  George  by  that 
time,  which  I  doubt  much,  as  the  troops  have  such  an 
amazing  quantity  of  baggage  that  they  employ  every  car- 
riage I  can  procure  at  this  season,  when  forage  is  scarce, 
and  when  the  licentiousness  of  some  of  the  troops  that  are 
gone  on  has  been  such  that  few  of  the  inliabitants  have 
escaped  abuse,  either  in  their  persons  or  property,  and  fewer 
still  of  the  wagoners  and  batteaumen  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice, many  of  whom  have  left  us,  and  the  whole  threaten 
to  do  it  unless  the  future  conduct  of  the  troops  is  more 
becoming.  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  this 
disgraceful  conduct  of  the  Army ;  but  Court-Mart ials  are 
vain  where  officers  connive  at  the  depredations  of  the  men. 
I  have  ordered  Captain  Romans  to  be  sent  from  Canada 
for  trial  here,  as  a  string  of  complaints  are  lodged  against 
him ;  and  since  my  return  from  Fort  George,  have  issued 
the  most  pointed  orders. 

I  hope  this  day  to  send  off  the  sixty  barrels  of  powder 
your  Excellency  ordered  here ;  the  intrenching  tools  have 
already  left  this,  and  about  six  hundred  barrels  of  pork,  and 
the  first  regiment  of  General  Sullivan's  brigade  is  marched 
this  morning. 

It  will  be  impossible  to  send  more  than  half  of  the  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  into  Canada,  as  we  are  greatly  in 
debt  here,  and  our  creditors  exceedingly  clamorous ;  that 
sum  will  be  fully  sufficient  in  Canada,  until  the  Canadians 
agree  to  take  our  paper  currency,  which  I  am  very  fearful 
they  will  not ;  and  if  so,  even  the  flour  and  peas  for  the 
Army  must  be  sent  from  hence,  if  it  is  possible  to  convey  it 
there. 

I  met  Colonel  Wynkoop  on  his  way  to  Ticonderoga,  and 
soon  after  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cortlandt,  with  orders  for 
him  to  repair  to  the  Highlands ;  but  as,  from  the  arrange- 
ment he  showed  me,  I  concluded  that  it  would  be  counter- 
manded, I  suffered  Colonel  Wynkoop  to  proceed ;  and  in 
the  evening  I  was  happy  to  see  the  counter  orders.  It  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  I  should  leave  two  of  his  compa- 
nies in  Tn/ora  County,  and  the  remaining  six  (one  of  which, 
O'Hara's,  is  at  Neiv-YorJc)  will  very  litde  exceed  three 
hundred  men,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which  are  constantly 
required  upon  a  road,  where  a  hundred  carriages,  to  set 
out  every  day,  are  to  pass  ;  seventy  more,'  in  addition  to  one 
hundred  batteaumen,  are  at  least  wanted  to  convey  the 
provisions  on  part  of  Hudson's  River ;  so  that  I  shall  only 
have  about  one  hundred  left  to  transport  the  provisions  and 
stores  across  Lake  George,  which  is  not  quite  a  sufficient 
number,  and  none  for  Lake  Champlain,  the  garrisons  of 
CrownrPoint,  Ticonderoga,  the  Landing  Place,  and  Fort 
George,  and  for  opening  Wood  Creek,  and  cutting  a  road 
by  that  route — a  work  which  ought  to  be  executed  as  soon  as 
possible  ;  but,  wishing  that  as  many  troops  as  possible  should 
go  into  Canada,  I  will  detain  the  smallest  number  possible 
of  Van  Schaick's  Regiment. 

The  tents  are  not  yet  arrived ;  the  distribution  shall  be 
made  agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  orders.  The  chain  is 
to  go  on  to-day,  which  I  shall  forward  to  General  Arnold, 
with  directions  to  fix  it.  I  suppose  it  was  intended  for  the 
Rapids  o( Richelieu.  Captain  Wynkoop  a.ndh\s  Company 
of  sailors  are  at  Ticonderoga. 

Surrounded  with  Indians,  and  under  the  necessity  of  giving 
a  variety  of  directions,  as  I  must  return  early  to-morrow 
morning  to  Fort  George,  I  must  beg  General  Gates  to 
dispense  with  my  answering  his  letters  until  my  arrival 
there.  I  am  extremely  unhappy  that  I  am  not  in  a  situation 
of  complying  with  your  Excellency's  orders  to  make  a 
return  of  the  state  of  the  Army,  &c.  I  have  repeatedly 
applied  to  General  Wooster  for  it,  and  for  the  several  other 
returns  which  I  ought  to  have  had.  The  only  one  I  ever 
received  was  the  imperfect  one  I  lately  sent  you  from 
Fort  George ;  this  omission  has  been  the  source  of  much 
embarrassment  to  me.  I  hope  soon  to  comply  with  your 
orders  on  this  head,  as  General  Thomas  promised  to  be  as 
regular  as  possible  in  these  matters. 

Mr.  Price  arrived  at  Fort  George  the  day  before  I  left 
it,  with  a  resolution  of  Congress,  the  subject-matter  of  which 
is  contained  in  the  enclosed  orders  1  have  given  to  Mr. 
Price.     Your  Excellency  will  easily  perceive  that  they  are 


very  crude ;  the  necessity  of  sending  him  immediately  into 
Canada,  and  the  other  pressing  concerns  which  then  occu- 
pied me,  did  not  permit  me  time  to  reflect  with  that  atten- 
tion so  important  a  business  required. 

I  enclose  your  Excellency  a  return  of  the  arms  in  Mr. 
Rensselaer's  store.  A  considerable  number  of  General  Sulli- 
van's brigade  are  still  to  be  furnished ;  most  of  Wynkoop's 
regiment  and  the  seven  hundred  unfit  for  service,  are  arms 
that  have  been  exchanged,  and  very  few  are  capable  of 
being  made  useful. 

I  shall  do  myself  the  honour  to  write  you  from  Fort 
George,  where  1  shall  be  better  able  to  determine  with  cer- 
tainty when  the  last  troops  will  leave  it. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  most  respectful  sentiments,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington,  &;c. 

INSTRUCTIONS    TO   JAMES    PRICE. 

Fort  George,  May  7,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  honourable  Continental  Congress  having  ap- 
pointed you  Deputy  Commissary-General  in  Canada,  I  do 
myself  the  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  on  it. 

That  respectable  body  having  resolved  that  I  should 
take  such  measures  of  supplying  the  Army  in  Canada  with 
provisions  as  I  may  deem  expedient,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  give  you  some  instractions  for  the  rule  of  your  conduct 
both  as  to  the  issuing  and  procuring  the  necessary  provisions. 

The  Army  now  in  Canada  will,  when  joined  by  the  troops 
now  on  their  march,  I  suppose,  consist  often  thousand  men ; 
the  daily  consumption  of  the  meat  and  flour  kind,  with  an 
allowance  for  accidents,  should,  therefore,  be  estimated  at 
twelve  thousand  pounds  of  each,  lest  the  troops  should 
suffer. 

I  do  not  suppose  you  will  be  able  to  purchase  in  Canada 
anything  like  a  sufficient  quantity  of  beef  or  pork  ;  I  shall 
therefore  order  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Deputy  Commissary- 
General,  to  continue  to  purchase  pork,  which  will  be  for- 
warded on  with  all  expedition,  that  the  difficulties  occa- 
sioned by  die  badness  of  the  roads,  the  scarcity  of  forage, 
the  interruption  that  will  be  given  to  it  by  the  transportation 
of  the  troops,  and  the  very  little  time  I  have  had  to  make 
the  necessary  arrangement,  will  admit  of.  But  as  it  is 
almost  certain  that  a  full  supply  cannot  be  sent,  at  least  for 
the  first  five  weeks,  you  will,  immediately  on  your  arrival  ia 
Canada,  order  all  the  beef,  pork  ?md  fish,  to  be  purchased 
that  can  possibly  be  procured  ;  and  this  you  will  continue  to 
do  during  the  whole  campaign,  as  all  that  can  be  purchased 
in  Canada  will  save  to  the  publick  at  least  the  expense  of 
transportation,  which  is  a  very  capital  object. 

The  like,  or  rather  greater  saving  will  be  made  in  sup- 
plying the  Army  with  Canada  flour,  an  article  of  which  I 
suppose  there  is  a  sufficiency  in  Canada ;  and  as  the  Cana- 
dians cannot  now  ship  it,  they  will  think  hard  if  it  should 
be  sent  from  hence,  and  would  probably  give  much  um- 
brage, I  shall  therefore  order  none  to  be  sent  from  hence, 
until  I  receive  advice  from  you  that  it  cannot  be  procured 
in  that  country.  The  other  articles  allowed  the  Army 
you  must  procure  in  Canada;  peas  you  may  there  pur- 
chase a  sufficient  quantity  of,  if  I  am  well  informed.  In 
issuing  the  provisions,  you  will  give  the  strictest  orders 
to  your  Deputies  that  they  make  my  orders  of  the  21st 
of  February  the  invariable  rule  of  their  conduct  unless 
General  Thomas,  or  officer  commanding  in  Canada,  shall 
otherwise  direct.  A  copy  of  these  orders  you  have  en- 
closed. 

As  you  will  seldom  be  able  to  issue  every  species  allowed 
by  Congress,  you  are  therefore  to  order  your  Deputies  to 
specifv  fn  the  receipts  the  quantity  of  such  species  as  they 
may  deliver,  thereby  to  ascertain  at  some  future  day  what 
may  be  due  to  the  troops  for  any  deficiency  of  their  allow- 
As  there  is  a  printing  press  in  Montreal,  you  will  furnish 
each  Deputy  with  printed  instructions,  drawn  consonant  to 
orders  enclosed,  and  to  these,  and  with  blank  returns  and 
receipts;  the  former  to  be  filled  up  and  signed  by  the 
returning  officer,  and  the  latter  to  be  filled  up  by  the  De- 
puty and  signed  by  the  person  to  whom  the  provision  is 
directed  to  be  delivered. 

The  scandalous  waste  of  provisions,  which  has  hitlierto 
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prevailed,  can  only  be  prevented  by  the  closest  attention  to 
see  that  the  Deputies  do  their  duty,  and  make  regular  returns 
to  you  once  every  ten  days,  specifying  the  number  of  troops 
victualled  at  every  post  since  the  preceding  return.  From 
these  returns  you  will  once  every  fifteen  days  make  out 
and  send  me  a  general  return,  on  the  regular  receipt  of 
which  much  depends,  as  it  will  necessarily  influence  the 
orders  I  must  give  to  the  Deputy  Commissary-General  here. 
You  will  also,  immediately  on  your  arrival  in  Canada, 
take  the  most  eifectual  means  to  procure  a  return  of  the 
provisions  that  will  be  then  in  store,  which  you  will  trans- 
mit to  me  with  all  expedition,  together  with  your  opinion 
of  the  quantity  of  provisions   you  can   immediately  pro- 


cure. 


The  duty  of  a  Commissary-General,  under  the  present 
state  of  afiairs  in  Canada,  is  a  very  arduous  one ;  it  will 
claim  your  closest  attention,  the  utmost  exertions  and  acti- 
vity, as  well  in  yourself  as  in  such  persons  as  you  may  em- 
ploy, to  purchase  and  collect  the  provisions  at  such  places 
on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Latvrence,  Sorel,  and  other  naviga- 
ble rivers,  as  that  they  may  be  conveyed  to  the  Army  as 
much  as  possible  by  water. 

A  farmer  considers  the  expense  of  transporting  what  he 
may  sell,  to  some  landing,  as  a  mere  trifle,  and  yet  if  done 
at  the  publick  expense  it  will  amount  to  a  very  consider- 
able sum.  Economy  must  be  used  in  a  department  so 
excessively  expensive  as  yours  necessarily  is ;  you  will  there- 
fore give  orders  to  every  person  you  employ  in  purchasing, 
at  what  price  he  is  to  try  to  get  the  articles  for,  that  one 
may  not  be  offering  more  than  another,  and  thus  get  the 
price  enhanced  with  all.  p^^^^^  Schuyleh. 

To  James  Price,  Commissary-General  of  Canada. 


GENERAL    ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters,  Albany,  February  21,  1776. 

Whereas  great  abuses  have  heretofore  prevailed,  as  well 
in  the  returns  made  for  drawing  provisions  and  in  issuing 
the  same,  as  by  embezzlement  of  those  employed  in  the 
transportation:  In  order  to  prevent  which  for  the  future,  the 
following  orders  are  to  be  strictly  and  minutely  attended  to 
and  complied  with: 

Tiie  Deputy  Commissary-General  and  his  Deputies  to 
keep  exact  accounts  of  all  stores,  of  what  kind  soever,  by  him 
or  them  forwarded  from  one  place  to  another,  specifying  the 
particulars  sent,  the  time  when,  the  person  or  persons  by 
whom  ;  delivering,  at  the  same  time,  a  copy  of  such  account 
to  the  person  taking  the  provisions  or  stores  in  charge ;  upon 
the  delivery  whereof  such  person  shall  receive  a  certificate 
from  the  Commissary  or  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be 
delivered  ;  but  if  there  shall  be  a  deficiency  in  any  of  the 
articles,  the  Commissary,  or  person  to  whom  the  same  shall 
be  delivered,  shall  mark  such  deficiency  on  the  certificate, 
and  charge  the  person  to  whose  care  the  provisions  or  stores 
had  been  delivered  with  such  deficiency,  in  a  book  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose,  and  transmit  a  monthly  return  thereof  to 
the  Deputy  Commissary-General,  who  shall  immediately 
send  a  copy  thereof  to  the  Deputy  Paymaster-General,  that 
he  may,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  deduct  the  amount  out 
of  the  pay  of  such  person  into  whose  care  the  provisions  and 
stores  were  delivered :  Provided  always,  that  if  any  provi- 
sions or  stores  should  be  lost  by  unavoidable  accidents,  and 
the  same  can  be  proved  to  be  so,  by  sworn  witnesses,  before 
any  officer  commanding  at  the  post  where  such  provisions 
or  stores  were  intended  to  be  sent  to,  such  officer's  certifi- 
cate, with  the  proofs  annexed,  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher 
to  the  Commissary  to  cancel  such  charge,  by  writing  over 

against  the  charge  "  Cancelled  by  order  of , 

commanding  here." 

No  provisions  to  be  issued  to  any  troops  but  upon  a  return 
signed  by  the  officer  commanding  a  corps,  or  by  the 
Quartermaster,  or  by  the  officer  or  non-commissioned  officer 
commanding  a  party  thereof  when  detached. 

And  whereas  it  has  frequently  happened  that  troops  who 
had  been  victualled  at  one  post  to  a  certain  time,  and  were 
ordered  from  thence  and  arrived  at  another  post,  before  the 
time  to  which  they  were  victualled  expired,  and  have  never- 
theless on  their  arrival  at  such  post  drawn  provision  as 
though  they  were  entided  to  it ;  to  prevent  which,  whenever 
any  corps  moves  fix>m  one  place  to  another,  the  command- 


ing officer  shall  pixxjure  a  certificate  from  the  Commissary,  * 
signifying  to  what  day  inclusive  such  corps  was  victualled. 
The  commanding  officer  of  every  party  shall  do  the  same ; 
and  if  a  detachment  is  composed  of  men  from  different 
corps,  and  who  may  be  victualled  to  different  days,  the 
return  shall  bo  made,  and  the  certificate  shall  specify  the 
time  to  which  each  man  was  victualled ;  and  no  Commissary 
at  any  post  shall  revictual  such  men  unless  such  certificate 
be  produced.  But  lest,  by  the  negligence  of  any  officer  in 
not  procuring  the  certificate,  the  men  should  suffer  for  want 
of  provisions,  and  the  service  be  obstructed,  the  Commissary 
is  permitted  to  victual  tlie  corps  or  party,  and  to  charge 
the  officer  commanding  therewith,  and  make  return,  that  the 
same  may  be  deducted  out  of  his  pay,  as  in  the  preceding 
articles  :  Provided,  That  if  such  certificate  be  procured  and 
delivered  within  thirty  days  after  the  drawing  of  such  provi- 
sions, without  certificate,  the  Commissary  shall  cancel  the 
charge  in  the  manner  before  directed. 

Every  Commissary  to  keep  the  accounts  of  provisions 
issued  to  every  corps,  or  parts  or  detachments  of  corps, 
separately,  that  it  may  be  readily  compared  with  the  montlily 
returns,  as  a  check  upon  the  provision  returns. 

All  provision  returns,  or  orders  to  issue  provisions,  to  be 
by  the  Commissary  numbered  and  endorsed,  with  the  date 
and  number  of  men  victualled,  and  carefully  filed,  to  be 
produced  when  called  for. 

A  weekly  return  to  be  made  to  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Department,  and  to  the  General  or  Officer  command- 
ing the  troops  in  Canada,  of  what  provisions  are  in  store  at 
every  place  in  the  Northern  Department. 

The  Commissaries  to  apply  to  the  Commanding  Officers 
at  every  post  for  working  parties  to  assist  in  securing  the 
provisions  and  stores  ;  and  such  Commanding  Officers  are 
hereby  required  to  give  such  working  parties,  and  afford  all 
kind  of  assistance  in  their  power  to  secure  the  provisions 
and  publick  stores.  Every  Commissary  in  the  Northern 
Department  to  keep  these  orders  continually  posted  up  in 
his  issuing  store,  that  no  person  who  may  be  concerned  in 
the  execution  of  them  may  plead  ignorance. 

The  officers  commanding  at  the  different  posts  to  have 
copies  of  them  posted  up  in  one  or  more  of  the  most  pub-, 
lick  places  about  their  posts. 

By  order  of  the  General : 

Henry  B.  Livingston,  Aid-de-Camp. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy : 

Attest:  Richard  Varick, 

Secretary  to  Major-General  Schuyler. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  Friday,  May  10,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  The' Canada  post  is  just  arrived,  and  has 
brought  me  the  enclosed ;  I  was  requested  by  the  Commis- 
sioners to  seal  and  forward  that  to  Congress.  There  can 
be  no  impropriety  in  your  Excellency's  perusing  it.  I  have 
therefore  left  it  open,  to  be  sealed  before  it  leaves  you. 

The  little  quantity  of  provisions  at  Queheck  is  tniiy  alarm- 
ing. They  will  receive  all  that  was  at  the  posts  above,  by 
General  Thompson's  brigade ;  but  besides  what  I  have  men- 
tioned to  be  now  on  the  way  from  hence  to  Fort  George, 
no  more  can  be  sent  until  the  troops  are  passed. 

I  believe  the  gentlemen  are  mistaken,  and  that  more  troops 
are  in  Canada  than  they  mention ;  for  supposing  BedeVs, 
Porter's,  BurreVs,  Warner's,  MaxwelFs,  l)e  Haas's,  and 
Sinclair's,  to  consist  of  five  hundred,  the  number  will  be 
three  thousand  five  hundred,  exclusive  of  the  troops  that 
remained  in  Canada  last  winter,  few  of  which  are  yet  re- 
turned, unless  they  are  gone  by  the  route  of  Onion  River 
into  JSew  England. 

Will  your  Excellency  be  so  good  as  to  transmit  Congress 
a  copy  of  my  orders  to  Mr.  Price  1 

Yesterday  I  reviewed  General  Sullivan's  brigade.  The 
Indians  to  the  number  of  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  at- 
tended, and  were  greatly  pleased  with  the  order  and  regu- 
larity of  the  troops,  and  surprised  at  the  numbers,  which  the 
Tories  had  industriously  propagated  consisted  of  three  com- 
panies only,  but  that  we  have  them  continually  walking 
the  streets,  in  order  to  induce  the  belief  of  a  greater  num- 
ber than  there  really  was.  A  few  Indians  will  leave  this 
with  the  Interpreter  in  a  day  or  two  on  a  visit  to  your 
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Excellency.  They  may  possiljly  wish  to  go  to  Boston  or 
Fhiladelpkia,  and  I  have  assured  them  that  if  they  do, 
proper  care  will  be  taken  to  supply  them  with  whatever  is 
necessary. 

I  am,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem,  your  Excellency's 


most  obedient  servant. 


Philip  Schuyler. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  Sic,  &ic. 


Return  of  Artillery  Stores  in  store  at  Albany,  May  9, 
1776. 
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Philip  Van  Rensselaer. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO   THE    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  May  16,  1776.] 

Albany,  Friday,  May  10,  1776. 

Sir:  The  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  are  come  to 
hand,  and  in  great  good  time.  I  shall  order  half  of  them 
to  be  immediately  sent  to  Canada.  Notwithstanding  that 
the  troops  are  come  on  me  so  unexpectedly,  and  in  the  mo- 
ment when  I  was  going  to  discharge  the  carpenters,  yet  I 
have  taken  such  measures  that  they  will  meet  with  little 
detention. 

The  last  of  General  Thompson's  brigade  embarked  on 
Lake  George  the  7th,  in  the  morning ;  and  I  hope  the  last 
of  General  Sullivan's  will  be  on  the  Lakes  by  the  21st 
instant,  by  wnich  time  I  hope  to  have  one  hundred  and  ten 
batteaus  finished,  although  I  had  not  one  finished  on  Tues- 
day. 

I  have  begged  General  Washington  to  transmit  you  a 
copy  of  the  ordei-s  I  have  given  to  Mr.  Price ;  they  are  very 
crude ;  but  it  it  was  highly  necessary  that  he  should  imme- 
diately proceed,  to  keep  the  Army  in  provisions  for  four  or 
five  weeks  longer,  after  which  1  hope  to  supply  them  plen- 
tifully, as,  by  that  time,  a  sufficiency  will  be  carried  from 
New-  York,  and  I  shall  not  have  the  communication  em- 
barrassed with  the  troops. 

•  General  Thompson  took  with  him  all  the  pork  that  was 
at  the  posts  above,  I  believe  about  two  hundred  barrels,  and 
I  hope  to  forward  with  General  SuUivafi  five  hundred 
more. 

Mr.  Douw  and  Mr.  Edwards  will  send  the  proceedings 
with  the  Indians,  who  appear  in  high  good  humour,  to 
which  the  marching  of  the  two  brigades,  whilst  they  were 
here,  I  am  confident,  has  greatly  contributed. 

I  left  Fort  George  on  Tuesday  evening,  as  the  Indians 
wished  to  see  me,  and  I'shall  return  to-morrow. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  most  respectful  sentiments  and  esteem, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock. 


DOCTOR   STRINGER   TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

[Read  May  16, 1776.] 

Albany,  May  10,  1776. 

Sir:  Upon  a  receipt  of  orders  yesterday,  to  prepare  for 
Canada,  with  die  Hospital  under  my  direction,  1  laid  before 
General  Schuyler  a  state  of  my  establishment,  consisting  (by 
resolve  of  Congress  last  September)  of  only  four  Mates,besides 
myself,  which  he  once  before  laid  before  that  honourable 
Board,  without  the  desired  effect ;  whereupon  he  has  now 
requested  me  to  apply  to  you  for  a  reinforcement  or  augmen- 
tation, giving  you  an  estimate  of  the  addition  which  I  think 
will  be  necessary,  a  list  of  which  I  have  enclosed ;  begging 
your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  up  the  desired 
number  of  seniors  and  mates,  or  authorize  me  to  provide 
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them,  with  power  to  employ  such  clerks,  stewards,  labourers, 
8ic.,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  needful.  I  must  also 
entreat  your  Excellency  to  order  me.  such  medicines,  fiic, 
as  are  contained  in  the  list  enclosed  to  Mr.  Morgan,  as  1 
have  by  no  means  a  supply  fit  for  the  business  1  am  going 
on,  more  especially  as  1  find  the  majority  of  Regimental 
Surgeons  gone  up  have  neither  medicines  nor  instruments, 
and  the  Army  likely  to  be  ovei-spread  with  the  small-pox, 
and  no  possibility  of  getting  supplied  in  Canada  with  such 
articles  as  I  may  hereafter  want. 

The  enclosed  list  was  intended  as  a  memorandum  for 
General  Schuyler ;  and,  as  his  express  is  just  going  off,  must 
beg  your  Excellency's  pardon  for  sending  you  so  imperfect 
a  piece  of  paper.  The  one  senior  mentioned  and  the  clerk, 
General  Schuyler  has  taken  upon  him  last  campaign  to  ap- 
prove and  confirm. 

With  great  respect,  sir,  I  am  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Stringer. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

The  Hospital  in  Canada  will  require  at  least  four  Seniors, 
twelve  Mates,  one  Matron,  one  or  two  Clerks,  and  one  or 
two  Stewards,  as  occasion  may  require ;  Surgery  men  and 
Apothecaries,  Labourers,  and  other  servants,  Cooks,  &ic.,  as 
occasion  may  require. 

I  have,  as  part  of  the  above,  one  Senior,  three  Mates,  one 
Clerk. 

I  also  stand  in  need  of  the  medicines,  &c.,  as  per  list 
herewith,  as  the  quantities  I  have  must  be  exhausted  before 
I  can  get  a  fresh  supply  handily. 

Samuel  Stringer. 


By  His  Excellency  Gur  Carleton,  Captain-General  and 
Govemour-in- Chief  of  the  Province  o/Quebeck,  &fc. 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  I  am  informed  that  many  of  his  Majesty's  delu- 
ded subjects  of  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  labouring  under 
wounds  and  divers  disorders,  are  dispersed  in  the  adjacent 
woods  and  Parishes,  and  in  great  danger  of  perishing  for 
want  of  proper  assistance :  All  Captains  and  other  officers  of 
Militia  are  hereby  commanded  to  make  diligent  search  for 
all  such  distressed  persons,  and  afford  them  all  necessary 
relief,  and  convey  them  to  the  General  Hospital,  where  pro- 
per care  shall  be  taken  of  them.  All  reasonable  expenses 
which  may  be  incurred  in  complying  with  this  order  shall 
be  repaid  by  the  Receiver-General.  And  lest  a  conscious- 
ness of  past  offences  should  deter  those  miserable  wretches 
from  receiving  that  assistance  which  their  distressed  situation 
may  require,  I  hereby  make  known  to  them  that  as  soon  as 
their  health  is  restored  they  shall  have  free  liberty  to  return 
to  their  respective  Provinces. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  arms  at  the  Casde  of 
St.  Louis,  in  the  City  of  Quebeck,  the  10th  day  of  May, 
1776,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign 
Lord  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
and  so  forth.  q^^  Carleton. 

By  his  Excellency's  command :  ^ 

H.  T.  Cramahe. 
God  save  the  King. 

ADMIRAL    HOPKINS   TO    CAPTAIN  JONES. 

Providence,  May  10,  1776. 

Sir:  You  are  to  take  command  of  the  Sloop  Providence, 
and  put  her  in  the  best  condition  you  can  ;  and  you  are  to 
take  the  soldiers  on  board  that  belong  to  General  Washing- 
ton's Army,  and  carry  them  to  New-York  as  soon  as  you 
can,  and  then  return  here  with  the  sloop  for  further  instruc- 
tions. If  you  should  be  in  want  of  any  supplies  further  than 
what  money  you  have  will  answer,  you  may  draw  on  me  for 
so  much  as  will  be  necessary  to  furnish  the  sloop  with  any 
thing  you  cannot  well  do  without ;  and  if  you  have  an  op- 
portunity to  ship  any  seamen,  you  are  to  get  what  number 
you  can,  or  landsmen.  When  you  come  back,  you  may  call 
at  New-London  and  take  on  board  what  of  the  men  are  fit 
in  the  Hospital  there  belonging  to  the  fleet. 

EsECK  Hopkins,  Commander-in-Chief. 

John  P.  Jones,  Esq. 
27 
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PRESIDENT  OF  COUNCIL  TO  MASSACHUSETTS  DELEGATES  IN 
CONGRESS. 

Boston,  May  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Enclosed  you  have  an  account  of  powder 
supplied  the  Army  lately  before  Boston,  by  this  Colony.  We 
have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  proper  vouchers  for  the 
delivery  of  the  whole  of  it  to  the  Army ;  but  as  it  was  de- 
livered on  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Bunker-Hill,  and  other 
times  of  alann  and  confusion,  we  trust  that  neglect  will  be 
excused.  The  account  is  not  supposed  to  contain  the  whole 
of  the  powder  which  has  been  delivered  to  the  Amiy,  as  it 
came  through  various  channels.  The  greatest  part  herewith 
exhibited,  was  borrowed  from  our  towns,  who  are  anxious 
to  have  it  replaced  ;  but  we  are  constrained  to  say,  though 
with  regret,  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  replace  it,  we  not 
having  at  present  in  our  Colonial  Magazine  so  much  as  a 
single^arrel.  It  is  true  saltpetre  is  manufacturing  in  most 
of  our  towns  with  good  success,  but  we  have  only  one  of 
our  Powder-mills  yet  at  work  ;  the  others,  we  hope,  will  be 
ready  soon.  In  the  mean  time  you,  gentlemen,  are  desired 
to  solicit  the  honourable  Congress  in  our  behalf,  that  the 
whole  of  the  powder  exhibited  in  this  account  may  be  re- 
manded to  us  as  soon  as  is  practicable,  or  so  much  at  the 
least  as  the  safety  of  the  continent  will  permit ;  which  we 
most  cheerfully  submit,  with  our  other  publick  concerns,  to 
the  decision  of  that  honourable  Assembly. 

Agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  we  have 
collected  the  sum  of  two  thousand  and  sixteen  pounds  nine 
shillings,  in  hard  money;  four  hundred  pounds  of  which, 
with  the  bills,  (amounting  to  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand 
dollars  sent  by  Congress  for  the  use  of.  the  regiment  going 
on  the  Canadian  service,)  were  delivered  to  Colonel  Elisha 
Porter,  Colonel  of  said  regiment ;  the  remaining  sixteen 
hundred  and  sixteen  pounds  nine  shillings,  is  in  the  hands 
of  our  Treasurer,  and  more  is  coming  in.  You,  gentlemen, 
will  send  in  the  directions  of  Congress  with  regard  to  the 
disposition  of  what  hard  money  we  have  got,  and  may  be 
able  to  collect,  and  apply  for  bills  to  be  sent  us  to  be  ex- 
changed therefor. 

We  are  sensible  that  the  sum  collected  is  very  small  in 
proportion  to  the  expense  of  the  Canadian  expedition  ;  but 
hard  money  is  so  very  scarce  among  us  that  we  have  not 
as  yet  been  able  to  collect  any  more. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

James  Otis. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esquire,  and  others,  the  Dele- 
gates of  this  Colony  at  the  Continental  Congress. 

An  account  of  the  Powder  delivered  out  of  the  Colony 
Magazine  for  the  use  of  the  Army  before  Boston. 

1775.     Pounds. 

June  14,    300,  Nathaniel  Barber,  Samuel  Griggs. 

June  15,     40O,  General  Thomas,  per  Daniel  Saunders. 

June  15,     400,  General  Ward's  order,  per  John  Gooch. 

June  15,     300,  Nathaniel  Barber,  per  Samuel  Griggs. 

June  17,     300,  Nathaniel  Barber,  per  Robert  Sharp. 

June  17,     250,  General  Ward's  order,  per  Seth  Bowen. 

June  17,     500,  Head-Quarters,  Roxbury,  per  Thomas  Clarke. 

June  18,     500,  General  Thomas,  see  Major  Blany's  receipt. 

June  20,     150,  To  Colonel  Burbeck,  his  receipt,  June  19. 

June  26,     200,  To  Colonel  Burbeck,  per  James  Cogswell,  May  29. 

June  30,     100,  Committee  of  Safety,  see  Colonel  Palmer's  receipt. 

July     8,     500,  Ezekiel  Chever,  Ordnance  Storekeeper,  June  18. 

July    10,     600,  Colonel  Burbeck,  per  receipt  John  Reyddock. 

July    17,     500,  Ezekiel  Chever,  per  receipt. 

July   23,     600,  To  Colonel  Burbeck,  per  Daniel  Hewes. 

July   29,     500,  To  Ezekiel  Chever,  per  receipt,  August  1. 

July  31,     600,  To  Captain  Burbeck,  per  receipt 

Aug.    2,     800,  To  Colonel  Burbeck,  per  receipt. 

Aug.  12,       50,  To  Captain  Burbeck,  per  receipt. 

Aug.  17,  4125,  To  Ezekiel  (;hevcr,  per  receipt. 

Aug.  17,  3150,  To  Captain  Crafts,  to  make  cartridges;  receipt  for 
cartridges,  voucher  for  powder. 

Aug.  17,     900,  To  Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  June  17,  1775,  per 
order  Committee  of  Safety  ;  no  receipt  given. 

Aug.  17,     600,  To  Nathaniel  Barber,  no  receipt,  but  credited  in 
Barber's  books. 

Aug.  17,     900,  To  General  Ward's  order,  per  Gooch. 

Aug.  17,     100,  To  General  Ward  ;  no  receipt ;  receipt  from  Bever- 
ly, delivered  July  6. 

Aug.  17,     400,  To  Colonel  Burbeck,  July  15  ;  no  receipt ;  signed  by 

the  person  who  took  the  same. 
Aug.  17,     100,  To  Col.  Burbeck,  delivered  August  14;  no  receipt. 

17,825 

Watertown,  May  6,  1776. 
This  may  certify  that  the  several  parcels  of  Powder  above 
mentioned,  were  delivered   out  of  the  Colony  Magazine 


under  my  care,  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  agreeable  to  the 
several  entries.  William  Hunt,  Agent. 


Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives,  May  10,  1776. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  House,  That  tlie  inhabi- 
tants of  each  Town  in  this  Colony  ought,  in  full  meeting 
warned  for  that  purpose,  to  advise  the  person  or  persons 
who  shall  be  chosen  to  represent  them  in  the  next  General 
Court  whether  that,  if  the  honourable  Congress  should, 
for  the  safety  of  the  said  Colonies,  declare  them  indepen- 
dent of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  they,  the  said  inha- 
bitants, will  solemnly  engage,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
to  support  them  in  the  measure. 

Samuel  Freeman,  Speaker. 


general  lee  to  general  WASHINGTON. 

Williamsburgh,  May  11,  1776. 
Dear  General:  I  should  be  deficient  in  gratitude  as 
well  as  duty  if  I  did  not  recommend,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  Captain  Grier.  He  has  shown  so  much  care,  in- 
dustry, zeal,  and  activity,  that  I  entreat  you  will  patronize 
him  in  the  most  particular  manner.  You  will  oblige  me, 
therefore,  in  the  highest  degree,  by  taking  him  under  your 
protection. 

I  am,  dear  General,  afFectionately  and  entirely  yours, 

Charles  Lee. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


AMERICAN    FLAG. 

Williamsburgh,  Virginia,  May  11,  1776. 

The  colours  of  the  American  fleet  have  a  snake  with 
thirteen  rattles,  the  fourteenth  budding,  described  in  the  at- 
titude of  going  to  strike,  with  this  motto,  "  Don't  tread  on 
me !" 

It  is  a  rule  in  heraldry,  that  the  worthy  properties  of  the 
animal  in  the  crest  borne  shall  be  considered,  and  that  the 
base  ones  cannot  be  intended.  The  ancients  considered  the, 
snake  or  serpent  as  an  emblem  of  wisdom,  and  (in  certain 
attitudes)  of  endless  duration.  The  rattlesnake  is  properly 
a  representative  of  America,  as  this  animal  is  found  in  no 
other  part  of  the  world.  The  eye  of  this  creature  excels  in 
brightness  that  of  any  other  animal ;  she  has  no  eyelids,  and 
is  therefore  an  emblem  of  vigilance.  She  never  begins  an 
attack,  nor  ever  surrenders ;  she  is  therefore  an  emblem  of 
magnanimity  and  true  courage.  When  injured,  or  in  dan- 
ger of  being  injured,  she  never  wounds  until  she  has  given 
notice  to  her  enemies  of  their  danger ;  no  other  of  her  kind 
shows  such  generosity.  When  she  is  undisturbed,  and  in 
peace,  she  docs  not  appear  to  be  furnished  with  weapons  of 
any  kbd ;  they  are  latent  in  the  roof  of  her  mouth,  and  even 
when  extended  for  her  defence,  appear  to  those  who  are 
unacquainted  with  them,  to  be  weak  and  contemptible ;  yet 
their  wounds,  however  small,  are  decisive  and  fatal.  She 
is  solitary,  and  associates  with  her  kind  only  when  it  is 
necessary  for  their  preservation.  Her  poison  is  alone  the 
necessary  means  of  digesting  her  food,  and  certain  destruction 
to  her  enemies.  The  power  of  fascination  attributed  to  her 
(by  a  generous  construction)  resembles  America.  Those 
who  look  steadily  on  her  are  delighted,  and  involuntarily 
advance  towards  her;  and,  having  once  approached  her, 
never  leave  her.  She  is  frequently  found  with  thirteen 
rattles,  and  they  increase  yearly.  She  is  beautiful  in  youth, 
and  her  beauty  increases  with  her  age ;  her  tongue  is  blue, 
and  forked  as  the  lightning. 


HUGH  YOUNG    TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  May  11,  1776. 

Sirs  :  Immediately  on  the  alarm  of  Captain  Squire's 
being  at  the  head  of  our  bay,  I  ordered  Captain  Wise,  of 
the  3^ancy,  (who  had  not  got  far  down  the  river,)  up  to  our 
basin,  where  she  now  waits  your  further  orders,  and  have 
also  stopped  loading  out  the  schooner  Ninety-two,  which 
has  got  about  three-fourths  the  cargo  on  board,  and  the  re- 
maining one  in  store  ready  to  put  on  board.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  know  immediately  what,  in  your  opinion,  is  best  to 
be  done  with  those  vessels  and  cargoes :  whether  1  am  to 
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finish  loading  tlie  latter,  leaving  her  as  she  is,  or  discharging 
both  of  them.     I  am  wailing  your  orders. 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Hugh  Youno. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL.    OF    SAFETY    TO    THOMAS    RUSSELL. 
[No.  151.]  Annapolis,  May  11,  1776. 

Sir:  You  will  please  deliver  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  quarter-barrels  of  powder,  belonging  to  this  Province, 
that  arrived  at  Indian-River,  together  with  seventy  pounds 
of  musket-balls,  two  brass  blunderbusses,  and  twelve 
swords,  to  the  officer  that  may  be  appointed  to  guard  the 
same  to  Chestertown,  in  Maryland,  who  will  deliver  this 
letter ;  and  any  expenses  you  may  have  been  at  in  landing 
or  guarding  the  same,  shall  be  paid  on  application  to  yours, 

&.C. 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Russell. 


MARYLAND     COUNCIL     OF     SAFETY    TO     KENT    COUNTY    COM- 
MITTEE. 
[No.  152.]  Annapolis,  May  11,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  About  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  quar- 
ter-barrels of  gunpowder,  belonging  to  this  Province,  have 
arrived  at  Indian-River,  in  Sussex  County,  and  is  now,  we 
are  informed,  in  tlie  custody  or  possession  of  Colonel  John 
Dagworthy.  VVe  request  you  would  hire  wagons  to  convey 
the  same  from  thence  to  Ckestertown,  there  to  wait  the  further 
orders  of  this  Board.  A  guard  will  be  appointed  by  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Independent  Company  in  your  County,  to  whom 
we  have  written  on  the  occasion. 

We  are,  &tc. 
To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Kent  County. 

P.  S.  The^e  are  two  brass  blunderbusses,  twelve  swords, 
and  about  seventy  pounds  of  musket-balls,  which  are  also  to 
be  brought  with  the  powder. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  CAPTAIN  VEAZEY. 

[No.  153.]  Annapolis,  May  II,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  have  written  to  the  Committee  of  Observation 
of  Kent  County,  to  hire  wagons  to  go  to  Indian-River,  in 
Sussex  County,  in  order  to  convey  from  thence  a  quantity 
of  powder,  ball,  &.C.,  to  Chestertown ;  and  as  it  will  be  expe- 
dient that  a  guard  should  attend  the  carriage  of  the  powder, 
we  request  you  would  order  one  of  your  Lieutenants,  with 
ten  men,  to  accompany  the  wagons  down,  and  guard  them 
on  their  way  back  to  Chestertown.  The  greatest  care  and 
attention  is  recommended  to  the  officer  you  entrust  on  this 
business.     We  are,  Stc. 

To  Captain  Edward  Veazey. 


ROBERT    MORRIS    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  May  11,  1776. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  an  order  of  Congress,  passed 
yesterday,  we  forward,  by  the  bearer  hereof,  ten  tons  of 
gunpowder,  which  your  Excellency  will  cause  the  proper 
officers  to  receive  ;  and  upon  this  and  every  similar  occa- 
sion, we  beg  the  favour  of  a  line  from  you  or  the  Commis- 
sary, acknowledging  the  receipt  of  such  powder  or  other 
stores  as  we  may  send  to  your  department. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  Congress : 

Robert  Morris,   Chairman. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


MEMORIAL    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    OF   PRIVATES  OF  THE    CITY 

AND    LIBERTIES    OF    PHILADELPHIA. 
[Read  May  11,  1776.    Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Congress.] 

To  the  Honourable  the   Continental  Congress:    Tlie  Me- 
morial of  the    Committee  of  Privates  of  the  Military 
Association  belonging  to  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, respectfully  showeth  : 
That   your   Memorialists,  considering  that   this    House 

would  reject  no  application  which  the  most  pressing  neces- 


sity urged  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  most  reprehensible 
negligence  produced  on  the  other,  applied  some  time  since 
for  a  Continental  General  and  a  few  Continental  Battalions. 
The  defenceless  state  of  this  Province,  the  prospect  of  an 
attack  being  made  on  this  city,  and  the  great  discourage- 
ments which  our  Military  Associators  have  met  with,  and 
the  injustice  done  to  their  patriotick  exertions  by  men  who, 
if  they  wished  well  to  our  cause,  would  have  treated  us  in 
a  very  different  manner;  these,  with  many  other  circum- 
stances, pointed  out  the  necessity  .of  having  a  General  of 
courage  and  experience,  with  a  few  Continental  Battalions, 
stationed  here.     This  we  requested,  and  had  reason  to  ex- 
pect to  have  our  prayer  attended  to,  as  it  is  impossible  for 
us,  in  the  present  unconnected  state  of  our  Battalions,  ever 
to  exert  their  force  to  the  greatest  advantage,  and  as  we,  in 
consequence  thereof,  run  the  greatest  hazard  of  a  division 
in  the  hour  of  action.     We  understand  that  some  of  our 
Delegates  give  great  opposition  to  the  measure,  alleging 
that,  were  such  a  thing  necessary,  the  application  ought  to 
coiDe  from  our  Committee  of  Safety.     We  wish  not  to  fall 
a  sacrifice  to  the  ignorance  and  inattention  of  a  Committee, 
in  a  number  of  whose  membei-s  we  have  not  the  least  con- 
fidence, especially  since  their  influence,  in  all  probability, 
prevented  the  burning  of  the  Roebuck ;  and  we  earnestly 
entreat  that  men  \frho  endeavoured  to  withdraw  us  from  the 
Continental  Union,  may  not  have  too  great  weight  in  the 
councils  which  regard  our  safety.    We  thought  our  applica- 
tion so  reasonable,  that  there  was  scarcely  a  necessity  of 
hinting  the  matter,  and   therefore   declined  troubling  the 
Congress  with  unnecessary  solicitations  ;  and  now  that  op- 
position is  made,  the  opinion  of  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,  and  the  other  General  officers  at  present  in 
this  city,  may  save  us  the  labour  of  further  applications. 
We  do  therefore  pray  Congress  to  take  their  sentiments  on 
our  present  defensive  preparations ;  and  if,  on  a  survey  of 
our  river  and  city,  it  appears  to  them  that  we  are  sufficiently 
secured  against  all  attempts  of  the  enemy,  and  that  a  num- 
ber of  half-disciplined  battalions,  which  have  never  seen  an 
action,  hastily  called  together,  on  an  open  and  naked  beach, 
without  regular  order,  subordination,  or  head  to  direct  them, 
and  under  the  sense  of  being  oppressed,  by  the  very  men 
whose  liberties  and  estates  they  are  called  out  to  defend,  are 
sufficient  to  the  exigency  of  our  affairs,  we  shall  reluctantly 
submit,  until  that  fatal  day  shall  arrive  in  which  it  will 
appear  that  the  present  opposition  to  our  request  proceeds 
more  from  a  desire  to  keep  the  way  open  for  our  enemies, 
than  from  any  attachment  to  the  cause  of  liberty.     We  rest 
the  success  both  of  our  present  and  former  applications  on 
their  justness  and  necessity,  begging  leave  to  retire,  after 
returning  our  warmest  thanks  to  this  honourable  House  for 
promoting  our  favourite  fellow-citizen.  General  Mifflin,  on 
whom  we  earnestly  wish  to  see  the  chief  command  in  this 
Province  speedily  devolve. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Privates : 

Samuel  Simpson,  President. 

CHESTER    COUNTY   (PENNSYLVANIA)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation,  7 
Chester  County,  May  11,  1776.      3 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  each  Township  in  this 
County,  that  have  not  already  appointed  persons  to  collect 
the  Arms  from  the  Non-Associators,  as  enjoined  by  the  re- 
solves of  the  honourable  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Province 
o(  Pennsylvania,  be  requested,  and  they  are  hereby  request- 
ed, to  meet  at  the  most  convenient  place  in  their  respective 
Townships,  on  the  25th  day  of  this  instant,  to  choose  suit- 
able persons  for  that  purpose,  and  proceed  as  enjoined  by 
the  aforesaid  resolves. 

William  Evans,  Chairman. 

Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  May  11,  1776. 
Whereas  it  has  been  proved  before  the  Committee  that  I, 
the  subscriber,  have  designedly  thrown  out  many  expres- 
sions to  discourage  the  good  people  of  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring County  of  iVortAamp<o«  from  taking  up  arms  against 
Great^Rritain,  and  have  also  written  several  letters  for  that 
purpose:  I  do  hereby  acknowledge  the  truth  of  the  said 
charge,  and  beg  pardon  of  the  publick  for  my  conduct,  and 
do  promise  and  engage  that  I  will  support  the  present  oppo- 
sition, as  much  as  in  my  power,  against  all  the  enemies  of 
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America,  and  for  the  future  conduct  myself  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  sliall  give  no  oflencc  to  my  neiglibours  concerned 
in  the  same,  or  in  anywise  prevent  tiie  prosecution  of  the 
measures  of  the  honourable  the  Congress,  or  of  any  publick 
body  acting  under  them. 

Witness  my  Irand  tliis  11th  oi  May,  1776. 

Nicholas  Hekmant. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Committee  oi  Berks  County: 

CoLLiNsoN  Read,  Secretary. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  14,  1776.     Referred  to  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
Mr.  J.  Adatns.] 

New-York,  May  11,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
favours  of  the  4th  and  7th  instant,  with  their  several  enclo- 
sures, and  am  exceedingly  glad  that,  before  the  resolution 
respecting  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ogden  came  to  hand,  I  had 
ordered  him  to  join  his  regiment,  and  had  quelled  a  disagree- 
able spirit,  both  of  mutiny  and  desertion,  which  had  taken 
place,  and  seemed  to  be  rising  to  a  great  degree  in  conse- 
quence of  it.  In  order  to  effect  it,  I  had  the  regiment  pa- 
raded, and  ordering  two  more  at  the  same  time  under  arms, 
convinced  them  of  their  error  and  ill-conduct,  and  obtained 
a  promise  for  their  good  behaviour  in  future ;  to  such  of 
them  as  had  absconded  I  gave  pardons,  on  their  assurances 
to  return  to  their  duty  again. 

In  my  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  which  I  had  the  honour 
of  addressing  you,  I  mentioned  to  Congress  the  refractory 
and  mutinous  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Grover,  of  the  Second 
Regiment,  and  laid  before  them  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  a  Court-Martial  upon  him,  and  of  his  defence,  with  a 
view  that  such  measures  might  be  adopted  as  they  should 
think  adequate  to  his  crime.  I  would  now  beg  leave  to 
inform  them  that  since  then  he  has  appeared  sensible  of  his 
misconduct,  and  having  made  a  written  acknowledgment  of 
his  offence,  and  begged  pardon  for  it,  (as  by  the  enclosed 
copy  will  appear,)  1  thought  it  best  to  release  him  from  his 
confinement,  and  have  ordered  him  to  join  his  regiment, 
which  I  hope  will  meet  their  approbation,  and  render  any 
determination  as  to  him  unnecessary  ;  observing,  at  the  same 
time,  that  I  have  endeavoured,  and  I  flatter  myself  not  inef- 
fectually, to  support  their  authority  and  a  due  subordination 
in  the  Army.  I  have  found  it  of  importance  and  highly  ex- 
pedient to  yield  many  points  in  fact,  without  seeming  to 
have  done  it,  and  this  to  avoid  bringing  on  a  too  frequent 
discussion  of  matters  which,  in  a  political  view,  ought  to  be 
kept  a  little  behind  the  curtain,  and  not  be  made  too  much 
the  subjects  of  disquisition.  Time  only  can  eradicate  and 
overcome  customs  and  prejudices  of  long  standing ;  they 
must  be  got  the  better  of  by  slow  and  gradual  advances. 

1  would  here  take  occasion  to  suggest  to  Congress  (not 
wishing  or  meaning  of  myself  to  assume  the  smallest  degree 
of  power  in  any  instance)  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
having  their  sentiments  respecting  the  filling  up  of  vacan- 
cies, and  issuing  commissions  to  officers,  especially  to  those 
under  the  rank  of  field  officers.  Had  I  literally  complied 
with  the  directions  given  upon  this  subject  when  1  first  en- 
gaged in  the  service,  and  which  I  conceived  to  be  super- 
seded by  a  subsequent  resolve  for  forming  the  Army  ujxjn 
the  present  establishment,  I  must  have  employed  one  clerk 
for  no  other  business  than  issuing  warrants  of  appointment, 
and  giving  information  to  Congress  for  their  confirmation  or 
refusal.  It  being  evident,  from  the  necessity  of  the  thing, 
that  there  will  be  frequent  changes  and  vacancies  in  office, 
from  death  and  a  variety  of  other  causes,  I  now  submit  it 
to  them,  and  pray  their  direction,  whether  I  am  to  pursue 
that  mode,  and  all  the  ceremonies  attending  it,  or  to  be  at 
liberty  to  fill  up  and  grant  commissions  at  once  to  such  as 
may  be  fit  and  proper  persons  to  succeed. 

When  I  came  from  Cambridge,  I  left  instructions  with 
Colonel  Knox,  of  the  Artillery  Regiment,  for  the  regulation 
of  his  conduct ;  and  among  other  things,  directed  him  im- 
mediately to  send  forward  to  this  place  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Burbeck,  who,  notwithstanding  he  received  orders  for  that 
purpose,  has  refused  to  come,  considering  himself,  as  he  says 
in  his  answer  to  Colonel  Knox,  (copies  of  which  I  have 
enclosed,)  bound,  in  point  of  generosity,  to  stay  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Province  ;  though  I  am  told  by  Colonel  Knox 
that  some  of  the  members  of  the  General  Court,  on  hear- 


ing of  the  matter,  informed  him  that  they  did  not  consider 
him  as  engaged  to  them,  and  that  he  had  no  just  ])retext  for 
liis  refusal.  1  thought  it  right  to  lay  this  matter  before  Con- 
gress, and  submit  it  to  them,  whether  Colonel  Burbeck,  who 
will  or  will  not  serve  the  Continent,  or  go  to  this  or  that 
place,  as  it  may  suit  his  convenience  and  square  with  his 
pretended  notions  of  generosity,  should  be  longer  continued 
in  office. 

Before  I  have  done,  with  the  utmost  deference  and  re- 
spect I  would  beg  leave  to  remind  Congress  of  my  former 
letters  and  applications  respecting  the  appointment  of  proper 
persons  to  superintend  and  take  direction  of  such  prisoners  as 
have  already  fallen  and  will  fall  into  our  hands  in  the  course 
of  the  war,  being  fully  convinced  that  if  there  were  per- 
sons appointed  for,  and  who  would  take  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  them  under  their  care,  that  the  Continent  would 
save  a  considerable  sum  of  money  by  it,  and  the  prisoners 
be  better  treated  and  provided  with  real  necessaries  than 
what  they  now  are ;  and  shall  take  the  liberty  to  add,  that 
it  appears  to  me  a  matter  of  much  importance,  and  worthy 
of  consideration,  that  particular  and  proper  places  of  secu- 
rity should  be  fixed  on  and  established,  in  the  interior  parts 
of  the  different  Governments,  for  their  reception.  Such 
establishments  are  agreeable  to  the  practice  and  usage  of 
the  EtigUsh  and  other  nations,  and  are  founded  on  princi- 
ples of  necessity  and  publick  utility.  The  advantages  which 
will  arise  from  them  are  obvious  and  many.  I  shall  only 
mention  two  or  three :  they  will  tend  much  to  prevent 
escapes,  which  are  difficult  to  eflfect  when  the  publick  is 
once  advertised  that  the  prisoners  are  restrained  to  a  few 
stated  and  well-known  places,  and  not  permitted  to  go  from 
thence ;  and  the  more  ingenious  among  them  from  dissemi- 
nating and  spreading  their  artful  and  pernicious  intrigues 
and  opinions  throughout  the  country,  which  would  influence 
the  weaker  and  wavering  part  of  mankind,  and  meet  with 
but  too  favourable  a  hearing ;  further,  it  will  be  less  in  their 
power  to  join  and  assist  our  enemies  in  cases  of  invasion, 
and  will  give  us  an  opportunity  always  to  know,  from  the 
returns  of  those  appointed  to  superintend  them,  what  num- 
ber we  have  in  possession,  the  force  sufficient  to  check  and 
suppress  their  hostile  views  in  times  of  emergency,  and  the 
expenses  necessary  for  their  maintenance  and  support. 
Many  other  reasons  might  be  adduced  to  prove  the  neces- 
sity and  expediency  of  the  measure.  I  shall  only  subjoin 
one  more,  and  then  have  done  on  the  subject ;  which  is,  that 
many  of  the  towns  where  prisoners  have  been  already  sent, 
not  having  convenience  for,  or  the  means  of  keeping  them, 
complain  they  are  burdensome,  and  have  become  careless, 
inattentive,  and  altogether  indifferent  whether  they  escape 
or  not ;  and  those  of  them  that  are  restricted  to  a  closer  con- 
finement, (the  limits  of  jail,)  neglected,  and  not  treated  with 
that  care  and  regard  which  Congress  wish. 

I  have  not  received  further  intelligence  of  the  German 
troops  since  my  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  covering  Mr.  Cn^h- 
ing\s  despatches ;  but  lest  the  account  of  their  coming  should 
be  true,  may  it  not  be  advisable  and  good  policy  to  raise 
some  companies  of  our  Germans  to  send  among  them  when 
they  arrive,  for  exciting  a  spirit  of  disaffection  and  deser- 
tion ?  If  a  few  sensible  trusty  fellows  could  get  with  them, 
I  should  think  they  would  have  great  weight  and  influence 
with  the  common  soldiery,  who  certainly  have  no  enmity 
towards  us,  having  received  no  injury  nor  cause  of  quarrel 
from  us.  The  measure  having  occurred,  and  ajjpearing 
to  me  expedient,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  mention  it  for  the 
consideration  of  Congress. 

Having  received  a  letter  from  General  Ward,  advising 
that  Congress  have  accepted  his  resignation,  and  praying  to 
be  relieved,  and  it  being  necessary  that  a  General  officer 
should  be  sent  to  take  the  command  of  the  troops  at  Bos- 
ton, especially  if  the  Army  should  arrive  which  is  talked  of, 
and  which  some  consider  as  a  probable  event,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  reconunend  to  Congress  the  appointment  of  some 
Brigadier-Generals,  not  having  more  here,  nor  so  many  at 
this  time,  than  are  essential  to  the  government  and  con- 
ducting the  forces  and  works  that  are  carrying  on.  Gene- 
rals Sullivan  and  Thompson  being  ordered  to  Canada,  I 
cannot  spare  one  more  General  officer  from  hence  without 
injuring  the  service  greatly,  and  leaving  the.Army  here  with- 
out a  sufficient  number. 

Having  frequent  applications  from  the  Committee  of 
Safety  and  others,  about  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  not 
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having  authority  to  pui-sue  any  mode  in  this  instance  than 
that  mariccd  out  by  a  resolve  of  Congress  some  considerable 
time  ago,  I  hope  they  will  pardon  me  when  I  wish  them  to 
take  under  consideration  such  parts  of  my  letter  of  the  2'2d 
ultimo  as  relates  to  this  subject,  and  for  their  delermination 
upon  it.  I  shall  then  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  explicit 
and  satisfactory  answers  to  those  who  shall  apply. 

I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  the  greatest  esteem  and  re- 
gard, your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  President  of  Congress. 

New-York,  May  5,  1776. 

Sir  :  When  I  read  the  letter  sent  to  me  by  your  Excel- 
lency's order,  it  struck  me  with  amazement  to  think  I  had 
committed  such  a  crime,  that  had  so  affronted  your  Excel- 
lency; I  therefore  unfeignedly  and  humbly  ask  your  Excel- 
lency's forgiveness,  as  I  hope  to  obtain  it,  and  also  that  of  all 
my  superior  officers  who  are  offended  with  me,  and  promise 
to  submit  myself  to  such  orders  as  I  shall  receive  from  my 
superior  officers  and  cheerfully  obey  them  ;  also,  humbly  ask 
for  orders  to  follow  my  regiment ;  or,  if  it  be  more  agreeable 
to  your  Excellency,  to  discharge  me  from  the  Continental 
Army,  I  am  willing  to  submit  to  that,  although  I  could 
more  cheerfully  follow  the  regiment  than  to  return  from 
them  and  company.  I  ask  and  rely  on  your  Excellency's 
pardon,  and  wait  for  orders. 

This  from  your  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Grover. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esquire. 

Conscious  of  the  crime  I  have  been  guilty  of,  in  behaving 
disrespectfully  to  the  Captain  set  over  me  by  the  authority 
of  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  and  in  refusing 
all  due  obedience  to  my  said  Captain,  I  humbly  intercede 
with  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  forgive- 
ness, and  promise,  for  the  future,  to  pay  all  due  respect  and 
obedience  to  my  Captain,  and  to  all  my  superior  officers 
whom  it  shall  please  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress 
to  appoint  to  command  over  me,  or  who  may  be  appointed 
under  their  authority  by  the  General  Commander-in-Chief 
of  their  Army. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  New-  York,  this  8th  day  of 

^%'  l'^'^^-  Thomas  Grover. 

Cambridge,  April  12,  1776. 

Sir:  In  the  written  instructions  which  his  Excellency 
General  Washington  was  pleased  to  give  to  me,  it  is  express- 
ly ordered  that  you  go  immediately  for  Neto-  York,  by  the 
most  direct  road. 

You  will  therefore  set  out  as  soon  as  possible,  and  pro- 
ceed with  the  utmost  expedition  for  that  place. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Henry  Knox. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  William  Burheck. 

Cambridge,  April  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  see,  by  your  instructions  from  his  Excellency,  I 
am  ordered  to  New-  York  directly.  When  I  came  out  of 
Boston,  the  Provincial  Congress  voted  me  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  a  year  during  the  war,  and  four  shillings  ster- 
ling a  day  for  life.  It  would  be  ungenerous  in  me  to  leave 
their  service,  as  they  have  provided  so  well  for  me ;  if  I  leave 
their  service,  the  four  shillings  a  day  is  lost  to  me.  As  I  am 
advanced  in  years  1  am  unwilling  to  part  with  it.  I  am  not 
able  to  set  out  directly  to  New-  York,  because  I  am  finishing 
the  drafts  for  cannon,  mortars  and  carriages,  for  the  Province. 
I  hope,  sir,  the  above  will  excuse  me  for  not  complying 
with  your  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

William  Bubbeck. 
To  Colonel  Henry  Knox. 

minutes  respecting  the  mode  of  treating  prisoners 
in  england. 
It  is  the  custom  in  England  and  France  to  send  every 
person,  soldier  or  sailor,  under  the  degree  of  a  commission- 
ed officer,  to  some  inland  place,  where  there  is  an  old  castle, 
commonly  surrounded  with  a  high  stone  wall,  and  oftentimes 


with  a  moat,  comprehending  a  pretty  large  space  of  ground, 
where  they  are  confined  as  in  a  debtor's  jail,  with  a  strong 
guard  of  militia  without  side,  surrounded  with  sentries,  where 
they  are  maintained  by  a  Commissary,  who  contracts  for 
their  support.  The  officers  are  sent  upon  their  parole  to  ■ 
some  inland  town,  as  far  distant  as  possible  from  their  men, 
where  they  are  allowed  to  negotiate  their  bills  of  exchange, 
but  are  confined  in  jail  upon  non-payment.  Cartels  for  ex- 
change of  prisoners  are  always  settled  between  State  and 
State  at  war ;  but  in  the  last  war  between  England  and 
France,  such  cartel  was  not  settled  until  the  latter  end  of 
it,  England  having  seized  so  many  prisoners  before  the  de- 
claration of  war,  that  France  had  no  e<juivalent  to  exchange, 
or  considered  it  as  an  act  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations, 
and  would  not,  until  obliged  by  necessity,  submit  to  a  cartel, 
which  at  length  was  settled  by  General  Conway. 

An  account  is  kept  in  Europe  of  the  expenses  of  main- 
taining prisoners  of  war,  by  both  sides,  which  is  settled  and 
the  balance  paid  at  the  peace.  England  ought  to  be  obliged 
to  acknowledge  us  as  an  independent  State,  at  least  so  far 
as  respects  prisoners  of  war ;  otherwise,  the  treatment  she 
shows  to  our  soldiers  or  seamen  in  her  hands  ought  to  be 
exactly  observed  upon  our  part  to  those  we  take  prisoners 
from  them. 


GENERAL    ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  6,  1776. 
(Parole,  yirginia.)  (Countersign,  Lte.) 

The  Colonels  and  Commanding-Officers  of  Regiments  are 
again  reminded  of  the  propriety  of  immediately  providing 
their  men  with  clothing  and  necessaries,  that  they  may  be 
ready  to  march,  or  embark,  upon  the  shortest  notice.  The 
General  wishes  to  impress  this  strongly  upon  the  minds  of 
the  Colonels,  because  no  excuse  will  be  taken  to  delay  their 
departure  the  moment  that  it  becomes  necessary.  It  is  re- 
commended to  those  corps  which  are  not  already  supplied 
with  uniforms  to  provide  hunting-shirts  for  their  men. 

Colonel  Hand's  and  Colonel  Little's  Regiments  to  be 
mustered  upon  Thursday  morning,  at  Long-Island.  The 
Colonels  to  acquaint  Commissary-General  Moylan  with  the 
places  where,  and  the  hour  when,  it  is  most  convenient  for 
the  mustering,  and  to  provide  their  rolls  accordingly. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  May  7,  1776. 
(Parole,  Devorukire.)  (Countersign,  Cmmdish.) 

Every  Regiment  encamped  in  the  line,  and  every  Regi- 
ment in  the  Brigade  upon  Long-Island,  exclusive  of  their 
quarter  and  rear  guards,  are  to  mount  a  picket  every  even- 
ing at  retreat  beating  at  sunset,  consisting  of  one  Captain, 
two  Subalterns,  three  Sergeants,  one  drum,  one  fife,  and  fifty- 
rank  and  file.  They  are  to  lay  upon  their  arms,  and  be 
ready  to  turn  out  at  a  minute's  notice.  One  Colonel,  one 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  one  Major,  to  mount  every  evening 
at  sunset  as  Field-Officers  of  the  picket.  Immediately  upon 
any  alarm  or  order  from  the  Brigadier-General  of  the  day,  the 
pickets  are  to  form  in  the  front  of  their  respective  encamp- 
ments, and  there  wait  the  orders  of  the  Field-Officer  com- 
manding the  picket;  the  Field-Officer  commanding  the 
picket  is  instantly  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Brigadier-General 
of  the  day. 

A  Brigadier-General  to  mount  every  morning,  at  ten 
o'clock,  who  will  receive  all  reports,  visit  all  the  out-guards 
in  the  day  time,  and  report  all  extraordinaries  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. J  TT      1 

A  Brigade-Major  of  the  day  is  constantly  to  attend  Head- 
Quarters,  to  receive  all  extraordinary  orders,  and  to  distri- 
bute them  immediately  to  the  Brigades. 

The  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Major  of  the  same 
picket,  the  former  to  go  the  grand  rounds,  and  the  two  lat- 
ter the  visiting  rounds  of  the  camp. 

Brigadier-General  Greene  will  order  the  same  picket  to 
be  mounted  by  the  Regiments  in  his  Brigade  as  are  mount- 
ed by  those  in  the  grand  camp ;  he  will  also  direct  one 
Field-Officer  to  mount  daily  to  command  them.  General 
Greene  will  report  all  extraordinaries  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief. 

Colonel  Prescoit,  or  officer  commanding  upon  J\utten,  or 
Govemour's  Island,  and  the  officer  commanding  at  Red- 
Hook,  to  report  all  extraordinaries  to  the  Commander-in 
Chief,  upon  any  appearance  of  an  enemy;  the  commanding 


427 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,   &tc.,  MAY,  1776. 


428 


officer  at  Red-Hook  will    also   despatch  a  messenger  to 
General 'Greene. 

The  officer  conimanciing  tiie  Riflemen  upon  Long- 
Island  will  constantly  report  all  extraordinaries  to  Briga- 
dier-General Greene ;  and  the  officer  commanding  upon 
Staten-Island  will  do  the  same  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  8,  1776. 

(rarole,  Manchftter.)  (Countersign,  Vork.) 

John  Fowler,  a  soldier  in  Captain  IVinship's  Company, 
in  Colonel  Dixon's  Regiment,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court- 
Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Huntington  was  President,  for 
"  deserting  from  his  guard  and  being  three  days  absent  from 
his  Regiment  without  leave,"  is  found  guilty  by  the  Court, 
and  sentenced  to  receive  twenty  lashes  upon  the  bare  back 
for  the  said  offence. 

Timothy  Davmey,  soldier  in  Captain  Curtis's  Company, 
in  Colonel  Learned' s  Regiment,  tried  by  the  same  Gene- 
ral Court-Martial  for  "attempting  to  stab  Joseph  La-ffin, 
assaulting  Johyi  Phipps,  and  for  snapping  a  loaded  musket 
at  Luther  Proute."  The  Court  finding  the  prisoner  guilty 
of  the  charge,  order  hhn  to  be  whipped  thirty-nine  lashes 
upon  the  bare  back,  and  order  him  to  be  drummed  out  of 
the  Army. 

John  Beling,  of  Captain  Hamilton's  Company,  in  the 
^eiv-York  Artillery,  tried  by  the  same  General  Court- 
Martial  for  "desertion,"  is  found  guilty  of  breaking  from 
his  confinement,  and  sentenced  to  be  confined  for  six  days 
upon  bread  and  water. 

The  General  approves  the  sentence  of  all  the  above- 
mentioned  tiials,  and  commands  them  to.be  put  in  execution 
at  such  time  and  place  as  tlie  commanding  officers  of  the 
several  Corps  shall  direct. 

The  commanding  officers  of  Regiments  and  Corps  are 
to  be  answerable  that  such  of  their  officei-s  and  soldiers  as 
are  seized  with  the  infection  of  the  small-pox,  are  instantly 
removed  to  the  Island  assigned  for  the  reception  of  all  those 
who  have  that  distemper,  and  the  Surgeons  of  Regiments 
are  carefully  to  report  when  any  person  is  supposed  to  be 
infected,  that  he  may  be  removed  without  delay. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  May  9,  1776. 
Parole,  Rockingham.  Countersign,  Savile. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  May  10,  1776. 
(Parole,  NaMsau.)  (Countersign,  Williamt.) 

The  Colonel  of  Artillery  constantly  to  einploy  the  whole 
of  the  officers  and  men,  off  guard,  in  placing  the  guns  upon 
their  proper  platforms,  providing  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
filled  cartridges  dnd  fixed  ammunition  for  each  gun,  seeing 
the  shot,  rammers,  sponges,  and  ladles,  with  all  the  neces- 
sary atraile  brought  to  the  batteries  where  they  are  to  be 
used,  and  continually  keeping  as  many  men  as  can  work 
filling  cannon  and  musket  cartridges,  and  doing  all  the 
various  duty  required  in  the  Laboratory.  The  heaviest 
mortars  to  be  placed  in  the  batteries  to  the  sea  line,  and  a 
proper  quantity  of  fuses  to  be  drove,  and  shells  filled  for 
each  moftar  ;  the  light  mortars  to  be  placed  in  the  forts  near 
the  encampments. 

Joseph  Child,  of  the  New-York  train  of  Artillery,  tried 
at  a  late  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Hunting- 
ton was  President,  for  "  defrauding  Christopher  Stetson  ofa 
dollar ;  also  for  drinking  damnation  to  all  Whigs  and  Sons  of 
Liberty,  and  for  profane  cursing  and  swearing."  The  Court 
finding  the  prisoner  guilty  of  profane  cursing  and  swearing, 
and  speaking  contemptuously  of  the  American  Army,  do 
sentence  him  to  be  drummed  out  of  the  Army. 

Zodiac  Piper,  of  Captain  Ledyard's  Company,  and 
Thomas  Watkins,  of  Captain  Lyon's  Company,  both  in 
Colonel  McDougaWs  Regiment,  tried  by  the  same  General 
Court-Martial  for  •'  being  concerned  in  a  riot  on  Saturday 
night ;"  the  Court  find  the  prisoner,  Pij)er,  guilty  of  being 
from  his  quarters  at  an  unseasonable  hour,  and  being  con- 
cerned in  raising  a  disturbance  in  the  streets,  and  do  sen- 
tence him  to  be  confined  six  days,  upon  bread  and  water, 
far  said  offence.  The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner, 
Watkins,  is  guilty  of  being  out  of  his  quarters  at  unseason- 
able hours,  and  of  profane  cursing  and  swearing,  and  do 
sentence  him  to  be  confined  six  days,  upon  bread  and  water. 


and  be  fined  one-sixth  of  a  dollar  for  profane  swearing,  as 
by  the  third  Article  is  prescribed. 

The  General  approves  of  the  foregoing  sentences ;  and 
orders  them  to  take  place  to-morrow  morning  at  guard- 
mounting. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  11,  1776. 

(Parole,  The  Congress.)  (Countenign,  Hampden.) 

All  Officers,  Non-Commissioned  Officers,  and  Soldiers, 
belonging  to  the  Regiments  at  present  encamped,  are  on 
no  pretence  (sickness  excepted)  to  lie  out  of  their  respective 
encampments. 

Colonel  Wylly's  Regiment  to  march  to-morrow  morning, 
at  eight  o'clock,  and  encamp  on  the  ground  marked  out  for 
them  in  their  Brigade. 

The  Regiment  and  Company  of  Artillery  to  be  quartered 
in  the  barracks  of  the  upper  and  lower  Batteries,  and  in  the 
Barracks  near  the  Laboratory.  As  soon  as  the  guns  are 
placed  in  the  Batteries  to  which  they  are  appointed,  the 
Colonel  of  Artillery  will  detach  the  proper  number  of  offi- 
cers and  men  to  manage  them.  These  are  to  encamp  with 
the  Brigades  they  are  posted  with. 

The  Colonel  of  Artillery  to  order  all  the  cannon  and 
musket-cartridges  to  be  filled,  in  a  room  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  in  the  upper  Battery,  near  the  Bowling-Green. 
Cannon  and  musket  powder,  sufficient  for  the  above  pur- 
pose, to  be  lodged  in  the  Magazine  prepared  to  receive  it  in 
the  upper  Battery. 

All  the  Boat-Builders,  Carpenters,  and  Paintei-s,  in  the 
several  Regiments  and  Corps,  to  be  sent  to  Major-General 
Putnam's  quarters  to-morrow  morning,  at  six  o'clock,  to  re- 
ceive his  orders. 

His  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Hugh 
Hughes,  Esquire,  Assistant  Quartermaster-General ;  he  is  to 
be  obeyed  as  such. 

Sergeant  John  Smith,  of  Captain  Adams's  Company,  in 
Colonel  Irvine's  Regiment,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court- 
Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Huntington  was  President,  for 
"  forging  an  order  on  the  Commissaiy-General,  in  the  name 
of  Colonel  Irvine,  with  an  intent  of  defrauding  the  Conti- 
nent in  drawing  twenty-two  shillings  and  six  pence  for 
rations,  which  were  not  due :"  The  Court,  finding  the 
prisoner  guilty  of  the  charge,  do  sentence  him  to  be  reduced 
to  the  ranks,  and  to  be  mulcted  two  months  pay. 

The  General  approves  the  above  sentence,  and  orders 
Colonel  Irvine  to  see  it  put  in  execution. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  May  11,  1776—2  o'clock  P.  M. 

Dear  General  :  I  found  it  impossible  to  leave  town 
to-day,  as  I  had  intended.  It  is  lucky  that  I  did  not,  for  I 
just  now  received  an  express  from  Fort  George,  advising 
me  that  amongst  the  nails  I  had  ordered  from  Canada,  there 
were  very  few  of  those  wanted  for  the  bottoms  of  the  boats. 
This  account  has  plunged  me  into  almost  inextricable  diffi- 
culty, as  I  can  procure  only  four  hundred  weight  in  this 
town.  I  have  set  every  blacksmith  at  work  to  make  what 
they  can.  I  shall  still  fall  greatly  short,  and  beg  the  favour 
of  you  to  order  up  fifteen  casks  of  twenty-four-penny  nails, 
as  many  of  ten-penny,  and  a  like  quantity  of  eight-penny. 
A  New-York  carpenter  must  be  employed  in  choosing 
them,  as  they  go  by  different  names  in  different  Colonies. 
I  could  wish  that  they  were  sent  up  in  a  periaugur,  fitted  with 
as  many  oars  as  possible,  and  under  the  care  of  an  officer 
and  a  party  of  good  oarsmen. 

The  troops  are  so  slow  in  getting  from  here,  although 
General  Sullivan  does  all  in  his  power  to  move  them,  that 
I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  sending  on  provisions  from 
Fort  George  before  they  arrive  there,  which  will  necessa- 
rily detain  some  of  them  until  a  number  of  boats  are  built 
equal  to  those  which  carry  the  provisions. 

By  a  letter  from  Colonel  Hazen,  I  find  they  are  extremely 
short  of  pork  in  Canada,  and  the  amazing  quantity  of  bag- 
gage the  trooj)s  carry  with  them  will  put  it  out  of  my  power 
to  forward  any  more  from  hence  until  they  are  past.  Read's, 
which  moved  yesterday,  took  eight  batteaus ;  Stark's,  which 
has  been  embarking  their  baggage  all  day  with  the  activity 
of  snails,  will  carry  something  more ;  nor  can  I  prevail  on 
them  to  leave  any  part  of  it  behind. 

I  shall  leave  this  in  the  morning,  and  hope  to  reach 
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Lake  George  to-morrow  night,  where  I  am  much  wanted, 
and  from  whence  I  shall  again  do  myself  the  honour  to  write 
you. 

Be  assured,  my  dear  General,  that  I  shall  do  everything 
m  my  power  to  forward  the  troops  and  supply  the  Army ; 
and  I  hope,  notwithstanding  difficulties,  that  all  will  go 
well.  * 

I  am,  most  sincerely,  your  Excellency's  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  Sic. 

MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY  TO  NORTH-CAROLINA  COM- 
MITTEE   OF    SAFETY. 

[No.  154.]  Annapolis,  May  12,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  received  yours  of  the  23d  o{ April, 
enclosing  list  of  prisoners-  to  be  safely  kept  in  this  Province ; 
also,  list  of  others  to  be  conveyed  to  Pennsylvania.  We 
have  given  the  necessary  orders  on  the  occasion.  The  ex- 
penses we  shall  defray  for  the  present,  not  doubting  but  our 
Province  will  hereafter  be  reimbursed. 

We  have  since  received  a  letter  from  your  Congress,  with 
a  list  somewhat  different  from  yours;  we  shall  transmit 
copies  to  Pennsylvania.  You  will  be  pleased  to  send  us  a 
written  memorial,  or  state  of  their  case,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  prisoners  to  be  confined  here,  that  we  may  know  how 
to  treat  them  properly. 
We  are,  &.c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  North-  Carolina. 


maryland    council  of    safety  to   newcastle  county 
committee. 

[No.  155.]  Annapolis,  May  12,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  send  you  enclosed  a  list  of  the  prison- 
ers from  North- Carolina,  as  also  copies  of  the  letters  we 
have  received  from  the  Congress  there  and  Committee 
of  Safety.  You  will  please  give  the  necessary  orders  for 
having  the  prisoners  conveyed  safe  to  Philadelphia,  or  to 
such  place  as  may  be  directed  by  the  •honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of 
Pennsyhania.  Be  pleased,  also,  to  send  copies  of  the 
letters  forward  by  express. 
We  are,  &.c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Newcastle  County. 


JOHN    ADAMS    TO    MRS.    ADAMS. 

Philadelphia,  May  12,  1776. 

Yours  of  2 1st  April  came  to  hand  yesterday.  I  send 
you  regularly  every  newspaper,  and  write  as  often  as  I  can  ; 
but  I  feel  more  skittish  about  writing  than  I  did,  because, 
since  the  removal  of  head-quarters  to  Neiv-York,  we  have 
no  express,  and  very  few  individual  travellers,  and  the  post 
I  am  not  quite  confident  in  ;  however,  I  shall  write  as  I  can. 
What  shall  I  do  with  my  office  ?  I  want  to  resign  it  for  a 
thousand  reasons.     Would  you  advise  me  ? 

There  has  been  a  gallant  battle  in  Delaware  River  be- 
tween tile  galleys  and  two  men-of-war,  the  Roebuck  and 
Liverpool,  in  which  the  men-of-war  came  off  second  best ; 
which  has  diminished,  in  the  minds  of  the  people  on  both 
sides  of  the  river,  the  terror  of  a  man-of-war. 

I  long  to  hear  a  little  of  my  private  affairs ;  yet  I  dread  it 
too,  because  I  know  you  must  be  perplexed  and  distressed. 
I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  relieve  you.  It  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  learn  that  our  rulers  are,  at  last,  doing  something 
towards  the  fortification  of  Boston.  But  I  am  inexpressibly 
chagrined  to  find  that  the  enemy  is  fortifying  on  George's 
Island.  I  never  shall  be  easy  until  they  are  completely 
driven  out  of  that  harbour,  and  effectually  prevented  from 
ever  getting  in  again.  As  you  are  a  politician,  and  now 
elected  into  an  important  office,  that  of  Judgess  of  the  Tory 
ladies,  which  will  give  you,  naturally,  an  influence  with  your 
sex,  I  hope  you  will  be  instant,  in  season  and  out  of  season, 
in  exhorting  them  to  use  their  influence  with  the  gentlemen 
to  fortify  upon  George's  Island,  Lovell's,  Pettick's,  Long, 
or  wherever  else  it  is  proper.  Send  down  fire-ships  and 
rafts,  and  burn  to  ashes  those  pirates.  I  am  out  of  patience 
with  the  languid,  lethargick  councils  of  the  Province,  at  such 
a  critical,  important  moment,  puzzling  their  head  about  two- 


penny fees,  and  confession  bills,  and  what  not,  when  the 
harbour  o[  Boston  is  defenceless.  If  I  was  there,  [  should 
storm  and  thunder  like  Demosthenes,  or  scold  like  a  tooth- 
drawer.  Do  ask  Mr.  Wibird  and  Mr.  Weld  and  Mr.  Taft 
to  preach  about  it.  I  am  ashamed,  vexed,  angry,  to  the 
last  degree.  Our  people,  by  their  torpitude,  have  invited 
the  enemy  to  come  to  Boston  again,  and  I  fear  they  will 
have  the  civility  and  politeness  to  accept  the  invitation. 


ENSIGN    CLAYES   TO   GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

May  12,  1776. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  I  make  bold  to 
acquaint  your  Excellency  that,  being  the  officer  of  the 
guard  at  the  old  City-Hall  over  the  prisoners  confined  by 
order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  1  was  very  disagreeably 
surprised  by  a  very  tumultuous  noise,  occasioned  by  the  mob 
bringing  a  certain  Charles  Oliver  Bruff,  on  susj)icion  of 
being  a  Tory,  who  is  now  in  my  custody;  but  as  I  have  no 
orders  to  receive  him  the  said  Bruff,  most  humbly  refer 
the  matter  to  your  Excellency  for  further  orders.  Your 
Excellency's  complying  with  my  request  will  greatly  oblige 
your  Excellency's  most  devoted,  humble  servant, 

Peter  Clayes, 
Ensign  in  Colonel  Nixon's  Regiment. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq. 


extract  of  a  letter  FROM  ELEAZER  CLEGHORN,  FIRST 
LIEUTENANT  IN  CAPTAIN  STODDARd's  COMPANY,  DATED 
SOREL,  MAY  12,  1776. 

I  arrived  here  this  day,  and  am  in  perfect  health,  though 
something  lame  in  my  feet,  occasioned  by  my  sudden  and 
unexpected  retreat ;  of  which  I  am  unable  to  give  you  a  very 
particular  account,  being  in  the  utmost  hurry.  We  arrived 
at  Quebeck  the  last  of  March,  and  the  whole  company  were 
soon  taken  with  the  small-pox.  We  lay  in  plain  sight  of  the 
city,  where  we  could  see  their  motions ;  they  kept  up  a 
heavy  fire  the  greatest  part  of  the  time ;  our  Army  seemed 
totally  neglected ;  we  were  wanting  of  men,  and  had  not 
sufficient  provisions  for  those  that  were  present,  and  our 
supply  of  warlike  stores  was  very  inconsiderable.  On  Mon- 
day morning  last  the  enemy  were  reinforced  with  three  men- 
of-war  and  their  tenders ;  upon  which  orders  were  given  to 
make  a  speedy  retreat,  and  about  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
the  enemy  sallied  out  upon  us,  and,  knowing  the  situation  of 
our  little  distressed  Army,  determined  to  drive  all  before  them. 
The  whole  of  our  Army  fled  that  were  able  to  travel ;  the 
sick  we  left  behind  to  share  the  fate  of  being  killed  or  taken 
prisoners.  About  twenty-three  of  our  company  are  left 
behind,  among  whom  are  Lieutenant  Corners  and  Ensign 
Holcomb.  Sergeant  Whitney  and  Elijah  Collins,  of  our 
company,  and  Joseph  Moscly,  of  Captain  Stanton's  com- 
pany, are  dead.  Our  battalion  came  forty  miles  from  Que- 
oecic,  where  our  rear  made  a  stand. 


ADMIRAL    HOPKINS   TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  May  12,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir  :  By  Captain  Jones,. of  the  Providence, 
I  have  sent  you  as  many  of  your  officers  and  soldiers  as  I 
could  collect ;  but  some  of  them  that  I  took  on  board  are 
sick,  and  some  have  left  the  fleet,  for  what  reason  I  cannot 
tell.  Shall  collect  as  many  of  those  that  are  left  behind  as 
possible,  and  send  them  by  the  first  opportunity,  and  adver- 
tise the  remainder  as  deserters,  though  the  officers  tell  me 
they  believe  some  are  set  out  by  land  to  join  their  regi- 
ments. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

EsECK  Hopkins. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


ADMIRAL    HOPKINS    TO    CAPTAIN    BIDDLE. 

Providence,  May  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  are  to  take  as  many  men  out  of  the  Alfred  as 
will  make  your  complement  eighty-five,  and  proceed  on  a 
ciTjise  against  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  for  three 
or  four  weeks,  in  such  places  as  you  think  will  most  annoy 
the  enemy,  if  you  do  not  take  as  many  prizes  as  you  can 
well  man  sooner.     You  are  also  to  endeavour  to  keep  com- 
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pany  with  the  Cabot,  and  give  such  directions  to  Lieutenant 
Hitman,  her  commander,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  pub- 
hclc  good. 

If  you  take  any  prizes,  you  are  to  send  them  \n  liere,  or 
in  case  of  necessity,  any  other  place  you  can  with  most 
safety.  You  are  to  send  in  for  trial  all  British  property, 
and  all  vessels  bound  to  Great  Britain,  or  to  any  of  the 
British  Plantations  which  are  now  under  the  British  Minis- 
try. In  case  you  should  want  any  supplies  you  may  draw 
on  me  for  the  same,  or  on  the  Continental  Treasurers. 

Yours,  &c.,     Y^i^cK  Hopkins,  Commander-in-Chief. 
To  Nicholas  Biddle,  Esquire,  Commander  of  the  Brigantine 

Andrew  Doria. 


ADMIRAL    HOPKINS    TO    LIEUTENANT    HINMAN. 

Providence,  May  12, 1776. 

Sir  :  You  are  to  take  command  of  the  Brigantine  Cabot, 
and  take  as  many  men  out  of  the  Alfred  or  Fly  as  will 
make  your  complement  ninety,  and  go  to  sea  on  a  cruise 
three  or  four  weeks,  if  you  do  not  take  as  many  prizes  as 
you  can  well  man  in  less  time  ;  and  you  are  likewise  to  take 
such  directions  from  time  to  time  as  you  may  receive  from 
Captain  Biddle.  In  case  of  a  separation  with  him,  and  you 
should  want  supplies,  you  may  draw  on  me  for  so  much  as 
is  necessary. 

EsECK  Hopkins,  Commander-in-Chief. 

To  Lieutenant  Elisha  Hinman,  Commander  of  the  Brigan- 
tine Cabot. 


GENERAL  HOWE  TO  LORD  GEORGE  GERMAINE. 

Halifax,  May  12,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  By  detaining  for  a  few  hours  the  Glasgow* 
ship-of-war,  returning  to  England,  I  have  the  honour  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatches 
bearing  date  the  28th  March,  with  two  duplicates  of  the 
1st  and  7th  of  February,  several  enclosures,  treaties,  &;c., 
which  were  taken  out  of  the  packet  by  a  cruiser,  and  brought 
in  here  last  night ;  but  as  they  seem  upon  the  fii-st  reading 
to  require  nothing  more  than  my  steady  obedience,  I  defer 
answering  them  particularly  until  the  next  opportunity, 
which  I  expect  to  be  in  a  few  days. 

It  is  with  much  concern  I  find  that,  by  the  promotion  of 
Bri'^adier  Robertson  to  the  command  of  a  battalion  of  the 
Sixtieth  Regiment,  he  is  taken  from  the  staff  of  this  Army. 
His  spirited  conduct  during  the  course  of  last  winter,  parti- 
cularly upon  the  intended  attack  of  the  enemy's  works  at 
Dorchester,  does  him  great  honour ;  and  in  consequence  of 
liis  earnest  request  to  serve  here  this  campaign,  I  have  pre- 
sumed to  put  his  name  in  orders  to  act  as  Major-General,  to 
which,  by  his  particular  desire,  there  will  not  be  any  pay 
annexed,  lest  the  King  should  be  pleased  to  require  his  ser- 
vices in  some  other  quarter,  or  to  disapprove  of  my  appoint- 
ing the  Brigadier  to  this  local  rank,  by  his  Majesty's  commis- 
sion being  withheld.     I  am,  &£c., 

W.  Howe. 


EXTRACT  of  A  LETTER  DATED  SAVANNAH  RIVEH,  MAY  1.3, 
1776. 

All  the  Creek  Chiefs  that  were  expected  are  down,  and 
seem  well  disposed.  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  keep  them 
quiet.  I  have  seen  letters  from  the  Cherokees  as  late  as 
the  7th  instant.  The  middle  and  lower  Towns  seem  to 
remember  the  good  talks  at  Fort  Charlotte,  and  say  that 
if  the  Overhills  are  for  mischief  with  the  white  people,  the 
great  ridge  of  mountains  shall  divide  them,  for  they  will  have 

•  Sunday  last  the  Glasgow,  Captain  Howe,  with  four  vessels  under 
her  convoy,  sailed  for  England.  In  this  fleet  went  passengers  many 
gentlemen  of  distinction,  viz :  Francis  Legge,  Esquire,  Governour,  and 
James  Monk,  Esquire,  Solicitor-General  of  this  Province ;  Governour 
Wright,  of  Georgia  ;  Thomas  Oliver,  Esquire,  Lieutenant-Governour 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  President  of  the  Council ;  Honourable  l^eter 
Oliver,  Harrison  Gray,  John  Murray,  Hichard  Lechmere,  John  £r. 
ving,  JVathaniel Hatch,  and  George  Erving,  Esquires,  Counsellors ;  Bri- 
gadier-General Royal,  Colonel  Vassal,  John  Gore,  Esq.,  Adijio  Paddock, 
Esquire,  Captain  Joye,  Mr.  haughton,  Mr.  Brindley,  Mr.  Howes,  Mr. 
Inman,  Mr.  De  Blois,  Thomas  JJanforth,  Esquire,  Jienjatnin  Gridley, 
Esquire,  Mr.  Pitman  and  Mr.  J'elham,  all  of  them  of  Boston,  and  most 
of  them  with  families;  Charles  Dudley  and  George  Home,  Esquires, 
of  JVewport.  Saturday  night  arrived  a  packet  from  England  for  their 
Excellencies  Admiral  Shuldham  and  General  Howe. 


no  hand  in  it.  Henry  Stewart,  Captains  Colbert  and  Gist 
are  in  the  Overhills ;  tiiey  came  up  the  Mississippi  from 
the  Chickasaiv  Landing,  with  a  large  supply  of  ammunition, 
were  attacked  in  the  way  by  the  Northward  Indians,  who 
killed  three  or  four  of  tiie  Indians,  and  took  or  destroyed 
a  part  of  the  powder. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  DATF.D    WILMINGTON,   NORTH-CARO- 
LINA, MAY  13,  1776. 

The  enemy  having  landed  at  General  Robert  Howe's 
plantation  on  Sunday  morning,  between  two  and  three 
o'clock,  about  nine  hundred  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Generals  Clinton  and  Comwallis,  the  sentry  posted  on  the 
river  bank  immediately  gave  the  alarm  to  the  guards,  who 
had  only  time  to  collect  their  horses  and  throw  down  the 
fences  to  let  a  few  cattle  out,  which  they  drove  off  before 
the  enemy  surrounded  the  house.  .  On  their  march  up  the 
causeway  from  the  river,  part  of  the  guard  kept  up  a  fire 
on  them,  which  the  enemy  returned.  A  few  women  who 
lived  in  the  house  were  treated  with  gi-eat  barbarity,  one  of 
whom  was  shot  through  the  hips,  another  stabbed  with  a 
bayonet,  and  a  third  knocked  down  with  the  but  of  a  mus- 
ket. The  enemy  had  two  men  killed,  several  wounded, 
and  a  Sergeant  of  the  Thirty -Third  Regiment  taken  prisoner. 
They  proceeded  on  their  march  to  Orton  Mill,  with  a  de- 
sign to  surprise  Major  Davis,  who  commanded  a  detach- 
ment of  about  ninety  men  stationed  at  that  place.  In  this 
they  failed,  as  the  Major  had  received  the  alarm  from  the 
guard,  and  had  retired,  with  his  baggage  and  two  small 
swivels,  in  very  good  order,  unpursued  by  the  enemy.  They 
have  burned  the  Mill,  and  retreated  to  the  vessels  at  the 
Fort.  Upon  the  whole  the  Generals  have  very  little  to  boast 
of,  they  having,  got  by  this  descent  three  horses  and  three 
cows.     We  had  not  a  man  killed  or  wounded. 


SAMUEL  PURTIANCE,  JR.,  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  May  13,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  On  my  return  from  Annapolis  on  Satur- 
day I  met  Captain  Johri  Sterrett,  to  whom  I  delivered  a 
packet  for  you,  brought  by  an  express,  who  was  going  to 
Philadelphia.  I  was  directed  to  request  that  if  you  have 
any  commands  to  Williamsburgh,  intended  to  be  sent  by 
the  return  of  the  express,  you  may  be  pleased  to  lodge  them 
here,  as  he  will  call  on  me,  and  expects  to  be  here  against 
Thursday,  and  does  not  intend  to  go  by  Annapolis. 

I  am,  gendemen,  your  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Purviance,  Jun. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE  TO  MARYLAND  CONVENTION. 

In  Committee,  Baltimore,  May  13,  1776. 
Gentlemen:   We  recommend  the  Companies  as  below, 

to  be  formed  into  a  Battalion,  and  request  your  honourable 

body  to  appoint  Field-Officers  for  them : 

1st.  John  Cockey  Oivings,  First  Lieutenant,  |    Containing 

Richard  Colegatc,  Second  Lieutenant,    > Privates 

Joshua  Cockey  of  Edward,  Ensign.       J 

2d.  Samuel  Owings  of  Samuel,  Captain,     ^ 

Alexander  Wells,  First  Lieutenant,  I    Containing 

Thomas  Owings,  Second  Lieutenant,  [75  Privates. 
David  Sutherlaiid,  Ensign. 

3d.  Richard  Owings,  of  Samuel,  Captain,  ^ 

Joshua  Porter,  First  Lieutenant,  I    Containing 

Benjamin  Lawreiwe,  Second  Lieut.  [58  Privates. 
James  Barnes,  Ensign. 

4th".  Thomas  Phillips,  Captain,  "| 

Joshua  Dorsey,  First  Lieutenant,  1    Containing 

John  Chapman,  Second  Lieutenant,  |  77  Privates. 
Richard  Shipley,  Ensign.  J 

5th.  Charles  Carnan,  Captain,  ^ 

William  Hudson,  First  Lieutenant,  I  Containing 
Richard  Marsh,  Second  Lieutenant,  f  79  Privates. 
Thomas  Doyle,  Ensign. 

6ih.  Nathaniel  Stinchcomb,  Captain, 

Joseph  Gist,  Firet  Lieutenant,  I    Containing 

John  Worthington  Dorsey,  Sec.  Lieut.  (76  Privates. 
Joshua  Owings  of  John,  Ensign. 
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Ith.  Mordecai  Hammond,  Captain, 

Aquila  Hooper,  First  Lieutenant, 

Richard  Davis,  Second  Lieutenant, 

Edward  Parish  of  Edward,  Ensign. 
Sih.  Isaac  Hammond,  Captain, 

Christopher  Owings,  First  Lieutenant, 

Samuel  McrryTnmi,  Jan.,  Second  Lieut. 

William  Chinoweth,  Ensign. 

We  also  request  you  to  grant  commissions  to  the  within- 
named  gentlemen,  except  to  Captain  Benjamin  JSichokon's 
company,  the  officers  of  which  have  already  received 
commissions. 

We  are,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servants. 


Containing 
"55  Privates. 


Containing 
75  Privates. 


S.  PuRviANCE,  Jun.,  Chair. 
Thomas  Harrison, 
J.  Griest, 
Thomas  Rittteh, 
Thomas  Sollers, 
John  Merryman,  Jun., 
William  Wilkinson, 
Charles  Ridgely  of  fVm., 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Convention  o[  Maryland. 


William  Ais^uith, 
John  Boyd, 
Thomas  Gist, 
Andrew  Buchanan, 
James  Gittings, 
John  E.  Howard, 
JaAes  Calhoun. 


president  of  congress  to  WILLIAM  PALFREY. 

Philadelphia,  May  13,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  four  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  New-York  and  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  which  you  will  please  to  apply  accordingly.  But  the 
particular  disposition  of  it  with  regard  to  the  latter  of  those 
Colonies,  I  am  not  able,  at  present,  to  ascertain.  I  will 
therefore  lay  the  matter  before  Congress  this  day,  and  shall 
inform  you  by  to-morrow's  post  of  the  result. 

The  money  is  contained  in  six  boxes — five  large  ones  and 
one  of  a  smaller  size.  I  have  committed  it  to  the  care  and 
charge  of  Captain  Lenox  and  Mr.  Bicker,  officers  in  the 
Pennsylvania  forces  in  the  Continental  service,  whom  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  your  notice  and  attention.  You  will 
please  to  forward  me  a  receipt  for  the  money. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
WiUiam  Palfrey,  Esq.,  Paymaster-General  at  New-  York. 


PRESIDENT  of  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  May  13,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  delivered  in  charge  to  Captain  Lenox  8f 
Co.  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  contained  in  six  boxes, 
for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  New-  York  and  Massachusetts- 
Bay.  The  particular  disposition  of  it  with  regard  to  the 
latter  of  these  Colonies  I  cannot  at  present  ascertain.  I  will 
therefore  lay  the  matter  before  Congress  this  day,  and  in- 
form you  by  to-morrow's  post  of  the  result. 

The  Secret  Committee  have  been  so  extremely  engaged 
by  a  multiplicity  of  business  that  they  have  not  yet  fur- 
nished me  with  the  state  of  the  powder  sent  to  the  Eastward. 
In  a  few  days  I  expect  a  report  will  be  made  upon  the 
whole  of  your  letters  under  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

The  success  of  the  application  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  this  Colony  for  arms  is  still  unknown,  as  no  re- 
port has  been  made. 

As  soon  as  I  have  it  in  my  power  I  shall,  with  the  great- 
est pleasure,  transmit  you  the  resolutions  of  Congress  upon 
this  and  all  other  occasions.  The  powder  goes  forward 
this  morning. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant,  t  u  d      -j    ^ 

•'  '  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


should  not  attempt  to  escape,  or  correspond  upon  any  po- 
litical subject ;  both  which  conditions  1  have  religiously 
observed  ;  notwithstanding,  I  find  myself  once  more  shut  up  ; 
and,  althougii  my  disorder  which  incessantly  i)reys  upon  me, 
and  which  has  now  left  me  almost  lifeless,  1  have  nothing 
to  expect  without  your  interiK)sition  but  the  tedious  a|)- 
proach  of  death.  1  do  not  censure  you,  sir,  who  are  unac- 
quainted with  my  present  situation,  and  ardently  engaged 
in  tile  support  of  the  measures  which  you  have  adopted,  to 
have  given  directions  for  this  rigour,  particularly  since  Mr. 
Kirkland  effected  an  escape ;  but  when  you  come  to  reflect 
that  I  had  promised  not  to  abuse  the  indulgence  which  1 
had  received  from  a  resolve  of  Congress,  and  when  I  as- 
sure you,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  1  was  utterly 
unacquainted  with  that  man's  intention,  when  it  is  well 
known  to  every  person  who  has  inspected  into  my  conduct, 
that  I  have  ever  deported  myself  as  mindful  of  my  promise, 
and  of  being  a  prisoner ;  and  when  you  add  to  these  consi- 
derations my  emaciated  and  infiim  body,  borne  down  with 
a  consuming  hectick,  which  your  late  order  has  much  in- 
creased, doubtless,  sir,  both  your  apprehensions  and  resent- 
ment will  be  turned  into  compassion,  and  you  cannot  avoid 
feeling  for  the  man,  though  you  condemn  his  principles.  I 
most  earnestly  entreat  that  you  would  be  kind  enough  to 
move  in  Congress  for  my  former  enlargement  during  the 
day ;  and  I  do  again  assure  you,  upon  my  word  of  honour, 
that  I  shall  attempt  nothing  to  the  prejudice  of  that  cause 
in  which  you  are  embarked.  Alas,  sir,  my  debilitated  ap- 
pearance would  readily  convince  you  of  my  inability.  The 
accompanying  letter  from  Doctor  Cadwallader  will  tend 
to  evince  to  you  that  I  would  avoid  giving  trouble,  was  not 
my  state  so  truly  melancholy  as  I  represent. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Connolly. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


JOHN    CONNOLLY    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  May  13,  1776.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prisoners.] 

Philadelphia  Jail,  May  13,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Congress  was  kind  enough  to  indulge  me  with 
the  liberty  of  walking  the  confines  of  the  Jail,  owing  to  my 
very  low  state  of  health,  to  which  favour  I  attribute  my 
present  existence.     A  promise  was  required  fronj:  me  that  1 
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JOHN    SMYTH   TO    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  May  1 3th.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prisoners  ] 

Philadelphia  Jail,  May  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  In  February  last  I  wrote  a  letter  to  you  with  a  pencil, 
soliciting  enlargement,  which,  though  far  from  my  inten- 
tion, I  am  apprehensive  gave  offence.  Common  fame  (even 
among  the  enemies  of  your  cause)  had  reported  you  a  man 
of  humanity  and  benevolence.  This  induced  me  to  take 
the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  in  a  private  capacity,  hoping  to 
find  you  as  represented.  Being  always  before  debarred 
from  pen  and  ink,  I  now  make  use  of  Colonel  Connolly's, 
who  has  been  again  locked  up  with  us  for  some  days  past. 
I  have  been  six  months  most  closely  confined  ;  and  notwith- 
standing every  application,  have  not  obtained  the  least  indul- 
gence. I  am  now  really  deprived  of  my  health,  and  almost 
the  whole  use  of  my  limbs,  so  that  the  exercise  of  walking 
only  a  few  turns  across  the  room  will  instantly  cause  my 
feet  to  swell  to  such  a  degree  as  to  oblige  me  immediately 
to  pull  off  my  shoes  and  return  to  my  bed,  which  I  can- 
seldom  leave,  being  so  very  weak,  faint,  and  feverish ;  my 
eyes  are  so  affected  and  impaired  tliat  I  can  hardly  see  the 
lines  as  I  write ;  and  I  am  also  very  fearful  that  a  wound  I 
have  in  my  thigh  will  break  out  again  afresh,  as  it  gives  me 
excessive  and  continual  pain. 

I  am  not  able  to  use  exercise  on  foot ;  had  I  the  liberty,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  me  to  walk  even  a  mile.  To  have  re- 
course to  medicine  in  this  place  would  be  in  vain,  as  the  putrid 
and  stagnated  air  continually  increases  the  disease.  Exer- 
cise on  horseback,  and  fresh  air,  might  still  recover  me, 
though,  God  knows,  even  that  would  be  doubtful,  and  exer- 
cise on  foot  I  am  now  incapable  of  using,  was  it  allowed 
me.  I  would  therefore  beg  leave  earnestly  to  solicit  for  a 
parole,  as  a  means  of  preserving  my  life,  which,  in  these 
circumstances,  I  must  esteem  a  very  particular  favour,  and 
shall  religiously  observe  any  restrictions  you  may  please  to 
prescribe  me.  1  hope  that  Mr.  Kirkland's  escape  will  not 
be  prejudicial  to  me,  as  I  declare  before  God,  who  knows 
the  heart,  that  I  was  entirely  ignorant  of  his  design  ;  that  I 
never  had,  and  never  desired  any  connection  with  him.  His 
actions  and  whole  conduct  I  totally  disavow  ;  and  can  with 
truth  aver  that  no  person  whatever  can  accuse  me  of  ever 
having  broken  my  word.  I  am  very  sure  that  my  condition 
is  not  known  by  you,  and  am  hopeful  that  my  application 
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will  not  have  the  less  weight  for  being  entirely  destitute  of 
any  friends  to  support  it  witli  their  interest.  Actions  have 
been  laid  to  my  charge  very  unjustly,  and  behaviour  which 
1  scorn,  as  unworthy  of  a  gentleman.  But  I  would  beg 
leave  to  assure  you  that  I  have  been  greatly  misrepresented. 
So  far  am  1  from  reflecting  on  or  insulting  any  person,  that 
I  absolutely  disclaim  and  despise  every  party  or  personal 
prejudice,  pique  or  resentment ;  I  also  utterly  disavow  all 
knowledge  of  setting  the  Indians  on  the  defenceless  inhabi- 
tants. That,  and  every  other  kind  of  cruelty,  I  deprecate 
and  abhor.  Devoted  to  Britain,  and  a  friend  to  America, 
1  most  fervently  wish  for  a  reconciliation  on  the  firm  and 
lasting  basis  of  true  constitutional  principles,  that  peace 
may  again  be  restored  to  this  once  happy  country ;  and  la- 
ment The  effusion  of  blood  on  both  sides  with  unfeigned 
concern.  No  man  would  more  cheerfully  than  [  venture 
his  life  for  America  against  any  power  but  Britain,  for 
which  education  and  nature  inspire  me  with  a  reverential 
attachment.  I  never  wished  the  liberty  of  a  British  sub- 
ject to  be  abridged  throughout  the  wide  extended  empire, 
and  was  so  far  from  thinking  some  of  the  obnoxious  acts  of 
Parliament  right,  or  from  disapproving  of  a  steady  but  con- 
stitutional opposition,  that  nothing  could  have  induced  me 
to  be  active  on  either  side,  but  the  impossibility  of  remaining 
neutral.  I  then  engaged  in  favour  of  the  country  to  which 
I  was  attached  by  nature  and  birth,  but  with  the  melan- 
choly and  painful  reflection  that  even  victory  in  reality  is 
loss,  and  with  ardent  wishes  for  a  speedy  and  amicable  ad- 
justment. These  are  and  ever  have  been  my  true  and 
undisguised  sentiments,  which  I  thus  cleariy  express  only 
to  exculpate  myself  from  misrepresentation. 

I  again  must  take  the  liberty  to  assure  you  that  I  have 
suSered  greatly  by  this  very  close  confinement,  particularly 
in  my  health,  which  is  almost  entirely  destroyed  with  a 
complication  of  dangerous  complaints,  any  one  of  which  is 
enough  to  reduce  me  to  the  lowest  ebb.  For  this  reason  I 
hope  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  grant  this  earnest  request  of 
enlargement  on  parole,  and,  whatever  others  do,  it  shall  be 
most  Inviolably  adhered  to,  by,  sir,  with  due  respect,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

J.  Smyth. 

P.  S.  I  wrote  with  a  pencil  last  month  to  Mr.  Duane,  by 
Doctor  McLean,  neariy  to  the  same  purport,  to  lay  before 
the  Congress,  but  have  not  heard  the  least  thing  of  it  since, 
and  have  been  daily  growing  worse. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GOVERNOUK    COOKE. 

New-York,  May  13,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  6th  instant,  for  which 
and  its  several  enclosures  1  return  you  my  thanks.  Agree- 
able to  my  promise,  on  the  30th  ultimo  I  wrote  Congress 
respecting  the  state  of  your  Colony,  importuning  their  atten- 
tion to  it,  and  that  proper  measures  should  be  adopted  for 
its  relief  and  defence ;  a  copy  of  the  letter  you  have  en- 
closed for  your  perusal  and  further  satisfaction. 

It  "ives  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  there  is  so  much  una- 
nimity among  you,  and  that  the  inhabitants  o( Newport  have 
come  to  the  laudable  and  necessaiy  resolution  you  mention. 
If  united,  your  exertions  most  probably  will  have  the  de- 
sired effect ;  and  if  they  should  not  be  so  fully  answered  as 
men  of  our  sanguine  dispositions  hope  and  expect,  yet  they 
will  be  productive  of  great  benefits  and  advantages  to  the 
Colony,  and  at  the  same  time  promote  the  publick  good. 

^  ^'"'  ^''•'  George  Washington. 

To  Govemour  Cooke. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO    GENERAL,    WARD. 

New-York,  May  13,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  favour  of  the  4th  instant,  with  the  return  of  the 
division  of  the  Army  under  your  command,  is  come  to  hand. 
The  account  you  give  of  your  progress  in  fortifying  the 
town  and  harbour  of  Boston,  is  very  agreeable.  When  the 
works  are  completed,  1  think  you  will  have  but  little  to 
apprehend  from  the  enemy,  should  they  incline  to  pay  you 
another  visit. 

Enclosed  is  a  petition  from  Colonel  Vamum,  which  I  beg 
you  will  attend  to.  If  the  facts  are  as  set  forth  therein,  he 
must  be  redressed ;  for  if  such  practices  as  he  complains  of 
are  given  the  least  countenance  to,  it  will  have  the  worst  of 
consequences,  by  encouraging  soldiers  to  shift  from  one 
regiment  to  another,  and  throw  the  whole  Army  into  con- 
fusion. 

I  have  liad  no  advice  from  Congress  relative  to  your  re- 
signation. I  shall  write  them  this  day,  to  know  whom  they 
may  think  proper  to  appoint  to  the  command  in  your  State. 
When  I  receive  their  answer,  you  shall  be  informed  thereof. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  resolve  of  Congress  respecting 
the  cannon  in  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Major-General  Ward,  Boston. 


BOCTOB   CADWALLADER   TO   PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  13th  May,  1776.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prisoners.] 

Philadelphia,  May  13,  1776. 
Sib:  I  was  called  on  yesterday  to  visit  Mr.  Cajncron, 'in 
the  jail.  He  was  taken  on  Saturday  night  with  a  violent 
cholera-morbus,  accompanied  with  a  very  bad  pain  in  his 
breast  and  head ;  he  has  also  a  constant  fever  and  swell- 
ings in  his  legs ;  his  complaints  may  be  imputed  to  a  long 
and  close  confinement  in  a  room  with  the  windows  nailed 
down,  that  will  admit  of  no  fresh  air  into  it.  I  am  of  opi- 
nion no  medicine  will  be  of  use  to  him  without  the  benefit 
of  the  pure  free  air. 

Messieurs  Connolly  and  Smyth,  in  the  same  room,  labour 
under  various  complaints,  proceeding  from  the  same  cause — 
a  stagnant  putrid  air. 

I  am  your  most  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Cadwallader. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO    ISAAC    SEARS. 

New-York,  May  13,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  received  your  favour  of  the  2d  instant,  and  am 
fully  of  opinion  with  you  that  the  resolves  of  Congress  should 
be  strictly  adhered  to.  As  the  regulation  of  the  price  of  tea, 
or  any  other  article,  is  quite  foreign  to  my  department,  I 
shall  leave  such  matters  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  before 
whom  I  will  this  day  lay  your  letter,  and  I  doubt  not  they 
will  take  such  steps  as  will  put  a  stop  to  the  evil  you  are 
apprehensive  of. 

I  am,  &ic.  George  Washington. 

To  Mr.  Laac  Sears, 


general    WASHINGTON   TO    COLONEL    WATERBURY. 

New-York,  May  13,  1776. 
Sir:  Govemour  Trumbull  has  been  pleased  to  mention 
you  to  me  as  a  proper  person  to  succeed  to  the  command 
of  the  regiment  lately  General  Arnold's.  If  you  incline  to 
engage  in  the  service  again,  I  should  be  obliged  to  you  for 
signifying  as  much,  in  order  that  I  may  lay  the  matter  be- 
fore Congress  for  their  approbation. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Colonel  David  Waterbury,  of  Stamford. 


RICHMOND    COUNTY    COMMITTEE   TO  NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Richmond,  May  13,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  William  Dunn,  whom  our  Committee  recommended 
to  the  Congress  as  a  proper  person  to  serve  as  Lieutenant 
in  the  Continental  Company  to  be  raised  in  this  and  Kings 
County.  We  thought  proper  to  send  it  to  you,  that  you 
might  lay  it  before  the  Congress  before  he  is  commissioned. 
He  has  caused  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  to  no  pur- 
pose. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee :     q^^^^.,^^^  Jacobson. 

To  Messrs.  Conner  and  J.  Journey,  Esquires,  Deputies  for 
the  County  of  Richmond,  in  New-  York. 

Richmond  County,  May  7,  1776. 
On  the  6th  of  this  instant,  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee was  informed  that  William  Dunn  had  apprehended 
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and  put  in  jail  Thomas  Frost,  High  Sheriff  of  our  said 
County  ;  upon  which  the  Chairman  called  tlie  Committee 
to  meet  this  day,  in  order  to  hear  the  accusation  which  the 
said  Dunn  had  to  allege  against  the  said  Thomas  Frost. 
The  Committee  accordingly  met  this  day,  and  sent  for  Wil- 
liam Dunn,  in  order  to  hear  what  he  had  to  allege  against 
Thomas  Frost,  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Richmond ; 
but  the  said  William  Dunn  refused  to  comply  ;  sent  a  mes- 
senger to  inform  the  Committee  that  he  would  not  appear 
unless  the  Cominittee  would  send  a  proper  guard  to  guard 
him.  The  Committee  then  assured  the  messenger  that  Mr. 
Dunn  would  he  very  safe  in  coming  and  going ;  that  no 
person  should  molest  him.  But  Mr.  Johnson  replied  that 
Mr.  Dunn  did  not  choose  to  trust  to  honour,  and  would  not 
appear  without  a  guard.  The  Committee  then  agreed  to 
send  for  Captain  &oby,  to  request  him  to  get  a  guard,  and 
go  to  Mr.  Jacob  Reseau's  house,  where  Mr.  Dunn  was,  and 
to  conduct  the  said  Du7in  safe  to  the  Committee.  Captain 
&oby  accordingly  went  out  in  order  to  get  his  guard ;  but 
before  the  guard  was  ready.  Captain  Scoby  went  in  person 
to  Mr.  Dunn,  acquainting  him  that  the  Committee  had 
ordered  him  to  come  with  a  guard  to  conduct  him  to  the 
Committee,  but  he  thought  it  needless;  and  that  if  Mr. 
Dunn  would  come  with  him,  (^he  said  Scoby,)  he  would 
see  him  safe  to  the  said  Committee ;  which  he  (the  said 
Dunn)  agreed  to,  and  appeared  before  the  Committee. 

On  being  asked  by  the  Chairman  what  reason  he  had 
for  apprehending  and  taking  Thomas  Frost,  and  putting  him 
in  jail,  and  by  what  authority  he  made  himself  master  of  the 
jail,  by  taking  the  key  of  said  jail  into  his  custody;  to  which 
the  said  Dunn  replied,  that  he  would  give  no  reason,  enter 
no  complaint,  nor  come  to  trial  before  this  Committee;  and 
added  that  he  had  sent  to  Amboy  for  assistance  to  cany  the 
said  Thomas  Frost  there  to  have  his  trial,  and  expected  the 
assistance  to  be  here  very  soon ;  and  then  withdrew  him- 
self. 

The  Committee  then  agreed  to  wait  to  see  the  event. 
But  some  time  after,  the  said  William  Dunn,  on  his  own 
accord,  without  being  sent  for,  came  to  the  Committee- 
Chamber  and  desired  admittance,  and  appeared  before  the 
Committee,  informing  them  that  he  would  now  enter  his 
complaint  against  the  said  Thomas  Frost ;  and  said  that 
Mr.  Thomas  Frost  had  advised  one  of  his  men  to  make  his 
escape,  and  go  on  board  the  man-of-war,  which  he  intended 
to  prove  by  evidence. 

The  Committee  acquainted  him  that  he  should  produce 
his  evidence ;  that  they  were  ready  to  hear  them,  and  come 
to  trial.  To  which  Mr.  Dunn  replied,  that  he  could  not 
bring  his  evidence  till  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock ;  which, 
accordingly,  the  Committee  agreed  to,  but  requested  that 
the  said  Frost  should  not  be  any  longer  confined  in  jail ; 
that  he  should  be  admitted  to  bail  for  his  appearance  to- 
morrow, to  have  his  trial ;  and  that  the  said  William  Dunn 
should  immediately  deliver  the  key  of  the  jail  to  the  jail- 
keeper  ;  which  he,  the  said  William  Dunn,  at  last  agreed 
to. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Richmond  County  Committse-Chambcr,  May  8, 1776. 
Agreeable  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday,  the  Commit- 
tee this  day  met,  in  order  to  try  Mr.  Thomas  Frost  for  what 
William  Dunn  had  alleged  against  him. 

The  said  William  Dunn  being  sent  for,  appeared  before 
the  Committee,  and  said  that  he  could  not  come  to  trial 
this  day,  on  account  of  not  being  able  to  procure  his  evi- 
dence. 

The  Committee  then  requested  the  said  William  Dunn 
to  give  into  the  Committee  the  names  of  his  evidence, 
and  they  would  procure  the  evidence ;  which  the  said 
Dunn  refused  to  .do,  and  said  that  he  would  be  ready  with 
his  evidence  on  Saturday  next. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  the  trial  of  die  said  Tho- 
mas Frost  until  Saturday,  the  1 1th  instant. 

Richmond  County  Committee-Chamber,  May  11,  1776. 
Agreeable  to  the  adjournment  of  the  8th  instant,  the 
Committee  have  this  day  met,  and  proceeded  to  the  trial  of 
Thomas  Frost. 

John  Williams,  examined  upon  oath,  saith :  That  he  was 
the  last  Sabbath-day  at  Mr.  Romer's  Tavern,  at  the  north 
side ;  and  that  he  saw  there  a  man  with  a  surtout  coat  on, 


who  encouraged  him  to  go  on  board  the  man-of-war ;  and 
that  he  was  told  the  man  that  was  talking  to  him  with  a 
surtout  coat  was  Frost ;  but  that  he  did  not  know  that  it 
was  the  Sheriff,  but  by  being  told  it  was  ;  and  that  he  knew 
that  it  was  not  Scoby,  the  under  Sheriff,  for  him  he  personally 
knew ;  and  he  went  to  the  Captain  of  the  riflemen,  and 
told  him  that  he  was  accused  for  breaking  open  the  jail ; 
the  Captain  told  him  to  return  back  to  the  officer  to  whom 
he  belonged  ;  and  that  he  had  been  that  day  very  much  in 
liquor ;  and  further  saith  not. 

William  Scoby  sworn,  saith  :  That  he  was,  on  the  afore- 
said Sabbath-day,  at  Romer's  Tavern,  where  the  said  Wil- 
liams was  ;  and  that  he  did  not  see  nor  know  that  the  said 
Thomas  Frost  had  been  at  the  north  side  or  tavern  that 
day  ;  and  that  he  did  not  believe  that  he  (the  said  Frost) 
had  been  at  the  north  side  that  day ;  and  further  saith 
not. 

The  Committee  then  taking  into  consideration  the  accu- 
sation alleged  by  William  Dunn  against  the  said  Thomas 
Frost,  and  it  appearing  to  the  Committee  that  the  said  accu- 
sation was  groundless  and  without  any  foundation  :  We  do, 
therefore,  resolve  to  discharge  the  said  Thomas  Frost  from 
the  accusation  and  charge  alleged  by  the  said  William 
Dunn,  and  he  is  discharged  accordingly. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Christian  Jacobson,  Chairman. 


MATTHEW    ADGATE    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

In  Committee,  Kings  District,  May  13,  1776. 

Honourable  Sir  :  By  the  enclosed  you  will  discover  a 
glimmering  of  such  a  plot  as  has  seldom  appeared  in  the 
world  since  the  fall  of  Adam,  by  the  grand  deceiver  and 
supplanter  of  truth. 

The  surprising  progress  and  lengthy  strides  that  this  spirit 
makes,  according  to  the  discoveries  we  have  been  able  to 
make,  (which  is  very  lately,)  we  take  this  earliest  and  im- 
mediate opportunity  to  advertise  you  of,  and  pray  that  you 
would  immediately  consider  its  importance,  and  as  you  find, 
so  act.  The  bearer  we  recommend  to  your  examination  in 
the  premises,  but  must  beseech  that  the  utmost  secrecy  and 
despatch  be  used  to  carry  something  into  execution  for  the 
fullest  discovery  and  overthrow  of  this  most  dark  and  dread- 
ful scheme  to  overthrow  this  once  happy  land.  To  some 
members  of  this  Committee  these  things  are  made  known  ; 
but  they  enjoined  the  oath  of  secreting  names,  which  must 
suffice  in  that  point.  But  the  information  pray  examme, 
and  make  what  you  can  of  it,  and  add  what  you  can  to  it ; 
for  believe  it,  the  plan  is  as  dark  as  hell. 

Many  other  circumstances  and  things  perfectly  agree  with 
these  informations ;  and  we  depend  on  it  that  the  Tories 
have  a  set  time  (when,  we  cannot  find)  to  rise  against  the 
country.  It  is  very  near ;  this  information  we  depend  on 
to  be  true. 

.   Sir,  you  will  excuse  our  troubling  you  on  this  subject 
when  the  all  of  this  country  is  so  near  ruin. 

We  are,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants, 

Matthew  Adgate, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Kings  District. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Forces  belonging  to  the  United  Colonies. 


general  SCH0YLER  TO  ALBANY  COMMITTEE. 

Fort  George,  May  13,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  Some  ships  of  war  with  troops  arrived  on 
the  4th  instant  at  Quebeck,  which  obliged  our  troops  to  raise 
the  siege.  We  lost  about  two  hundred  of  the  sick,  who 
were  too  ill  to  be  removed,  and  a  few  others  who  were  out 
in  detached  parties  as  guards;  some  of  our  cannon  and  most 
of  our  provisions  ;  so  that  our  Army  suffers  for  want  of  meat, 
as  none  is  to  be  had  in  Canada.  And  notwithstanding  the 
proper  and  immediate  measures  you  took  to  procure  car- 
riages, in  consequence  of  the  last  letter  I  had  the  honour  to 
address  you,  very  few  are  as  yet  come  up,  and  the  Army 
must  absolutely  come  out  of  Canada,  unless  immediately 
supplied.  -Let  me  therefore  entreat  you  to  try  once  more. 
Perhaps  if  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  city  were  to  go 
to  the  different  Districts,  it  would  have  a  good  effect,  and 
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possibly  be  the  means  of  preventing  the  evacuation  of  Ca- 
nada by  our  troops. 

Pray  send  to  Esopus  for  carriages. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 

To  the  Sub-Committee  of  tlie  City  and  County  oi  Al- 
bany. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  DATED  FAIRFIELD,  MAT  13,  1776. 

More  Tory  business.  Last  Sunday  Captain  Harding, 
in  tlie  brig  Defence,  had  the  happiness  of  taking  a  number 
of  Tories  who  were  crossing  over  to  Long-Island,  on  some 
of  their  pious  errands,  I  suppose ;  among  whom  was  one 
McNeal,  a  wretch  you  have  often  seen  up  town.  He  gene- 
rally wore  a  white  hat  and  blue  silk  jacket ;  in  exchange  for 
which,  I  hope,  they  will  give  him  a  coat-of-maii,  tliat  is, 
one  of  lime  and  stone. 

It  is  said  there  were  a  number  of  letters  found  on  them, 
giving  an  account  of  their  diabolical  schemes,  together  with 
the  names  of  several  of  their  associates.  In  consequence  of 
which,  a  number  of  gentlemen  resolved  to  break  up  the  den, 
and  set  off  to  Ridgejield ;  among  whom  was  the  bold  as- 
serter  of  his  country's  cause.  Major  Dimon,  who,  I  have  this 
moment  heard,  had  like  to  have  lost  his  life,  in  reposing  too 
much  confidence  in  one  of  the  villains.  It  seems  he  was 
very  active  in  taking  one  Lyons,  who,  after  he  had  surren- 
dered, invited  him  in,  where  he  had  a  number  of  the  brother 
murderers  concealed,  that  fell  on  him  and  would  have  put 
an  end  to  his  life,  had  not  some  of  his  friends  very  provi- 
dentially come  to  his  assistance.  The  Major,  I  am  told, 
is  much  wounded  in  the  head,  but  still  had  resolution  to 
go  in  quest  of  the  others.  You  shall  hear  further  in  my 
next. 


KECANTATION   OF    JOSIAH    STIBBINS. 

Whereas  Josiah  Stibbtns,  of  Ridgejield,  in  Aj)ril  last, 
was  judged  inimical  to  the  liberties  oi  America,  and  hath 
been  held  up  to  publick  view  by  the  Committee  of  said 
town  as  such,  by  being  advertised :  Said  Stibbins  hath  since 
appeared  before  said  Committee,  and  made  reflections  and 
declarations,  as  follow,  viz : 

I,  Josiah  Stibbins,  of  Ridgejield.,  do  acknowledge  that 
my  general  conduct,  both  by  words  and  actions,  in  time  past, 
has  been  in  opposition  to  the  cause  of  the  United  American 
Colonies,  carrying  on  against  the  King's  troops ;  for  which 
conduct  I  am  heartily  sorry,  and  sincerely  desire  the  forgive- 
ness of  my  neighbours,  and  all  the  friends  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  America ;  and  do  solemnly  declare  that  for  the 
future  I  will  fully  and  heartily  join  in  conjunction  with  my 
country,  and  do  my  utmost  in  defence  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  America  against  the  King's  troops  that  have 
been  sent  forth  to  dragoon  us  into  a  state  of  slavery. 

Witness  my  hand,  this  13th  day  ot  May,  1776. 

Josiah  Stibbins, 

Voted,  That  the  above  reflections  and  declarations  are 
sufiicient  to  restore  him  to  the  favour  of  the  friends  of  ^me- 
rican  liberty. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee, 

Stephen  Smith,  Chairman. 


COLONEL   GRIDLET  TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  May  13,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  your  Excellency's  orders  of  20th^pn7, 
with  a  copy  of  the  request  of  the  Committee  of  Congress 
enclosed,  and  have,  agreeable  thereto,  been  to  Cape  Anne, 
and  made  a  critical  survey  of  the  same.  The  plan  that  ac- 
companies this  is  a  survey  made  by  Mr.  Holland,  which  I 

uckiiy  met  with,  and  have  examined  in  the  essential  parts, 
and  have  added  the  soundings  and  some  shoals  which  that 
plan  had  not,  and  have  been  as  correct  as  the  time  would 

ermit. 

I  have  also  sent  plans  of  the  several  forts,  erected  at 
Gloucester,  which  you  will  please  to  observe  by  the  red 

etters  referred  to  in  the  plans.  The  letter  H,  which  is 
at  Mussel-Foini,  is  a  height  well  adapted  for  a  fort  of 
six  battering  cannon,  which  will  greatly  annoy  any  ships 
coming  into  the  harbour,  as  they  must  come  near  it  to  avoid 
a  shoal,  and  the  battery  being  on  such  an  eminence,  it  can- 


not be  hurt  from  the  ships'  tops;  and  the  fort  being  only  an 
oblong  square  picketed,  will  be  easily  and  gladly  made  by 
the  inhabitants,  and  can  be  easily  reinforced  or  retreat  with 
safety. 

In  my  opinion,  this  harbour  is  a  place  of  great  con- 
sequence to  keep  possession  of.  At  present  there  are  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men  to  guard  it ;  but  they  are  dispersed 
from  Squam,  round  the  Cape,  to  Gloncester,  which  is  a 
great  extent,  and  they  cannot  suddenly  be  collected  together. 
They  want  cannon,  ammunition,  and  men.  Should  there 
be  an  alarm,  they  cannot  be  assisted  from  any  place  nearer 
than  Ipswich,  which  is  twelve  miles  distant.  They  inform 
me  four  hundred  of  their  men  are  inlisted  into  the  Army, 
and  very  few  remain  fit  for  service.  Manchester,  eight  miles 
on  this  side  of  Gloucester,  is  without  any  men  or  fort ;  a 
company  of  men,  and  a  small  redoubt  (with  three  or  four 
cannon)  made  there,  at  small  expense,  would  be  (he  safety 
of  that  place;  which  place  being  cut  ofT,  would  greatly 
hinder  the  communication  with  Cape  Ann ;  as  from  that 
place  to  Beverly  there  is  water  enough  for  the  whole  Navy 
of  England  to  anchor  in.  I  have  mentioned  to  several 
members  of  the  Court  here  the  necessity,  in  my  opinion, 
of  their  furnishing  Gloucester  with  cannon  and  men,  as  a 
fleet  b  daily  expected,  and  may  do  mischief  before  the  Con- 
gress can  have  time  to  act  their  pleasure  from  this  represen- 
tation. 

Fort  Hill  and  Dorchester-Point  Forts,  Charlestovm  Fort, 
and  the  fort  on  JSoddle's  Island,  are  now  in  a  posture 
of  defence,  and  with  platfonns  laid,  and  cannon  mounted 
on  them,  except  Noddle's  Island,  which  will  soon  be  done. 
Three  cannon  are  mounted  on  the  works  at  Castle  Wil- 
liam, and  as  soon  as  an  embrazure  and  platform  can  be 
finished,  a  cannon  will  be  mounted.  We  shall  be  most 
backward  in  the  laboratory  way,  which  I  shall  not  be  back- 
ward in  hastening  with  all  my  influence. 

At  Gloucester  I  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  28th 
April,  which  surprised  me  at  first ;  but  when  I  considered 
the  fears  of  the  people  in  general  in  this  town,  their  igno- 
rance of  military  works,  their  aptness  to  prate  of  things  they 
do  not  understand,  and  in  many  of  them  a  malignant,  de- 
ceitful disposition,  my  surprise  ceased.  I  know  I  have  ex-- 
erted  every  nerve  to  the  utmost  in  my  power  to  forward  the 
works.  The  soldiers  have  complained  their  duty  has  been 
more  severe  since  the  possession  of  Boston  than  before,  for 
the  whole  were  every  day  on  duty  of  fatigue  or  guard.  I 
have  pressed  the  members  of  the  Court  and  the  inhabitants 
of  this  town  to  lend  their  assistance,  and  after  some  conside- 
ration, have  effected  their  aid.  It  is  my  strongest  inclina- 
tion to  forward  everything  for  the  good  of  the  country, 
maugre  the  insinuations  of  detractoi-s. 

I  would  have  sent  plans  of  the  forts  here,  but  have  not 
time  at  present,  as  I  must  set  forward  this  day  for  New- 
London. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 
dient  servant,    '  Richard  Gridley. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  at  Acic-Yorfr. 


MESHECH    WEARE    TO    COLONEL    CUSHING. 

Hampton  Falls,  May  13,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter,  requesting  that  we  should  have  some 
regiments  in  readiness  to  assist  you  in  case  of  an  attack, 
which  there  was  reason  to  expect,  has  been  laid  before  the 
Committtee  of  Safety  for  this  Colony,  who  thereupon  im- 
mediately gave  orders  to  the  Colonels  of  the  several  regi- 
ments to  take  immediate  care  to  have  the  men  under  their 
respective  commands  properly  equipped,  and  ready  to  move 
on  the  shortest  notice,  upon  any  requisition  from  your  Colony 
or  this.  The  Committee  view  it  as  a  conmion  cause  we 
are  concerned  in,  and  will  readily  do  all  in  their  power  in 
support  of  it.  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  to  acquaint 
you,  in  case  of  an  attack,  or  your  wanting  immediate  assist- 
ance, upon  your  informing  the  Colonels  of  any  of  the  regi- 
ments most  convenient,  bordering  on  your  Colony,  they 
have  orders  to  afford  you  all  the  assistance  they  can.  We 
have  no  doubt  of  receiving  the  like  assistance  from  you,  in 
case  the  attack  should  be  made  on  us. 

I  am,  sir,  &c.  Meshech  Weare. 

To  the  Hon.  Thomas  Cushing,  Esquire. 
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LETTER  AND  PETITION  FROM  STEPHEN  PARKER  TO  JAMES 
BOWDOIN. 

Machias,  May  13,  1776. 

May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  Honour:  You  may  remember  I 
waited  on  you  some  time  last  September  with  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Timothy  Fitch,  craving  your  interest  for  permission  to 
send  a  vessel  to  the  West-Indies ;  in  consequence  of  which 
you  were  pleased  to  write  Colonel  Warren  on  the  subject, 
and  recommend  the  same.  On  my  arrival  at  Watertown, 
presenting  your  letter,  and  informing  the  Colonel  of  my 
business,  he  advised  me  not  to  mention  the  matter  to  the 
General  Court,  as  thinking  it  would  not  be  granted.  I  sub- 
mitted and  returned  ;  and  having  expended  what  money  I 
was  possessed  of  in  seeking  after  relief  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Machias,  I  mentioned  to  Mr.  Fitch  my  real  opinion  was,  if 
I  could  proceed  to  the  bay  in  Nova-Scotia,  and  procure  a 
quantity  of  hay,  it  would  be  of  eminent  service  to  our  peo- 
ple, as  a  large  stock  of  cattle  must  die  if  no  hay  could  be 
obtained  but  what  was  cut  in  the  place,  we  being  supplied 
with  hundreds  of  tons  from  Nova-Scotia  yearly.  Mr.  Fitch 
joined  in  sentiment  with  me,  and  accordingly  agreed  to 
allow  me  a  commission  for  transacting  some  business ;  pro- 
cured three  or  four  hundred  bushels  of  corn,  and  advised 
me,  as  soon  as  the  brig  he  sent  was  despatched,  to  get  a 
schooner  and  proceed  to  Machias.  The  command  of  this 
brig  was  given  to  Captain  Thomas  Fossey,  who,  arriving  at 
Ihst  Passage,  we  immediately  proceeded  to  Cape  Forschue, 
(alias  Yarmouth ;)  here  I  agreed  for  a  schooner  of  one  Mr. 
Finkham,  and  seven  tons  of  salt  hay,  no  English  being  to 
be  had ;  reserved  what  my  commissions  came  to  in  provi- 
sions, and  expected  to  proceed  directly  to  Machias  on  the 
brig  sailing  ;  but  finding  the  hay  so  damaged  as  to  be  unfit 
for  anything,  and  my  being  obliged  to  give  fifty  dollars  for 
the  run,  freight  or  no  freight,  it  being  now  the  1st  of  January, 
I  concluded,  from  the  difficulties  of  weather  and  disappoint- 
ment in  hay,  to  seek  passage  another  and  cheaper  way ;  and 
the  very  first  that  presented  I  embraced,  at  the  expense  of 
ten  dollars,  though  only  twenty -five  leagues  distant,  bringing 
with  me  in  provisions  (which  Mr.  Fitch  shipped)  what  my 
commissions  entitled  me  to. 

May  it  please  your  Honour,  my  ignorance  of  the  resolves 
of  the  Grand  Congress,  my  necessitous  circumstances,  and 
real  concern  for  my  family,  with  my  ardent  desire  of  serving 
the  inhabitants  of  Machias,  and  not  lucrative  motives,  or 
the  remotest  thought  of  joining  myself  with  the  enemies  of 
America,  were  the  cause  of  my  putting  foot  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  Nova-Scotia.  And  I  here  solemnly  declare  to 
your  Honour  that  I  went  to  a  place  (viz:  Yarmouth)  which 
is  inhabited  almost  entirely  by  New-England  people,  and 
who  appear  to  be  as  true  friends  to  the  welfare  of  America 
and  grand  cause  of  liberty  as  any  person  whatever;  nor  have 
I  corresponded  with  or  sold  any  articles  to  any  other,  having 
strictly  avoided  furnishing  any  inhabitant  of  Halifax,  officer, 
soldier,  or  seaman,  belonging  to  the  Crown,  or  any  transport 
engaged  in  the  service  thereof,  with  one  article,  great  or 
small.  On  my  arrival  here,  as  I  had  been  to  Nova-Scotia, 
the  inhabitants  seem  dissatisfied  ;  and  to  what  length  it  may 
grow  I  know  not.  1  therefore  presume  most  earnestly  to 
crave  your  Honour's  candour  and  interest  with  the  honour- 
able Court  in  my  behalf;  for  if  I  have  offended,  it  is  not  with 
any  design  or  the  least  alienation  from  the  great  and  glorious 
cause  in  which  America  is  engaged ;  but  the  effect  of  igno- 
rance, and  pure  necessity  ;  for  from  the  first  of  my  leaving 
Machias  for  Philadelphia,  which  was  early  last  July,  my 
principles  and  declarations,  publick  and  private,  have  been 
iinmoveably  fixed  in  the  most  steadfast  attachment  to  the 
liberties  and  prosperity  of  this  suffering  land,  America.  I 
beseech,  for  the  sake  of  my  poor  distressed  ailing  wife  and 
helpless  children,  that  I  may  not  be  deemed  an  enemy  to 
the  welfare  of  my  native  country,  the  cause  o(  America,  or 
the  least  cool  thereto ;  or  be  made  to  suffer  by  censure  or 
otherwise ;  for  as  I  ever  have  been,  1  now  am,  and  trust 
ever  shall  be,  ready  to  give  the  most  solemn  assurances  of 
my  fervent  regard  to  the  laws,  dignity,  and  interest,  of  this 
virtuous,  oppressed,  and  most  justly  struggling  land. 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  these  my  earnest  requests  at  your 
Honour's  feet ;  and  subscribe  myself,  with  profound  respect, 
your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Stephen  Parker. 
To  the  Honourable  James  Bowdoin,  Esq. 


P.  S.  I  presume  to  enclose  a  copy  of  my  Petition  to  the 
Honourable  Court. 


To  the  Honourable  Council  and  the  Honourable  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Colony  o/ Massachusetts-Bay: 

May  it  please  your  Honours  :  With  the  profoundest 
respect  and  submission  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Honours 
that  the  5th  ofjiily  last  I  took  passage  from  this  place  for 
Philadelphia,  in  hope  of  obtaining  a  supply  of  provision  for 
the  inhabitants  here.  As  I  had  not  cash  to  purchase,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  James  Lyon  furnished  me  with  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation to  his  friend  Jonathan  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Philadel- 
phia; but,  after  the  most  earnest  application  to  that  gentle- 
man, and  others,  during  a  month's  stay  in  the  city,  with 
offei-s  of  mortgaging  a  considerable  interest  till  payment 
of  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  finding  no  probability  of 
success,  and  having  neariy  expended  the  trifle  of  money  I 
carried  with  me,  I  took  passage  with  Captain  Edward  Ba- 
con, o{  Barnstable,  in  a  sloop  loaded  with  flour,  beloni'inT 
to  Colonel  Doane,  of  Weljleet,  bound  for  said  place.  "Ar- 
riving at  Barnstable,  I  made  pressing  suit  to  Colonel  Doane, 
offering  him  the  same,  but  was  here  unsuccessful.  I  then 
tried  Captain  Solomon  Davis,  Meletiah  Bourne,  Esq.,  and 
Colonel  Joseph  Otis,  of  Barnstable,  for  assistance ;  but 
these  gentlemen  not  being  disposed  to  risk  or  credit  their 
interest,  and  my  money  being  gone,  I  was  obliged  to  sell 
two  of  three  barrels  of  flour,  which  I  brought  from  Phila- 
delphia for  my  family.  I  then  met  Mr.  Shid)ael  Lovell,  of 
Barnstable,  who  gave  me  encouragement  of  sending  a  small 
schooner  with  some  provisions  to  Machias ;  but  failing  of 
obtaining  the  provisions,  or  fearing  to  risk  his  vessel,  this 
also  fell  through.  My  solicitude  was  now  turned  to  get 
home  with  all  speed ;  and  going  from  Highannas  to  Nan- 
twiket  with  Mr.  Lovell,  he  there  mentioned  my  case  to  Mr. 
Timothy  Fitch,  who  told  me  if  I  could  obtain  permission 
for  exporting  lumber  to  the  West-Indies  he  would  supply 
me  with  provisions.  In  consequence  of  which  I  prosecuted 
a  journey  to  Watertoum,  waiting  on  Colonel  Joseph  Otis 
and  the  Honourable  James  Bowdoin,  who  furnished  me 
with  recommendatory  letters  to  the  Honourable  James  War- 
ren ;  but  Colonel  Warren  presuming  the  matter  would  not 
be  acceptable  to  the  honourable  House,  I  returned,  full  of 
anxiety  and  distress,  to  Nantucket,  being  reduced  so  low  as 
to  fear  I  should  either  suffer  or  be  obliged  to  solicit  the 
hand  of  charity.  On  arrival  at  Nantucket  I  let  Mr.  Fitch 
know  my  circumstances,  with  the  situation  of  Machias,  and 
informed  him  I  thought  I  could  serve  that  place  effectually 
if  I  could  go  to  Nova-Scotia,  and  send  or  carry  hay  from 
thence,  which  we  always  supplied  ourselves  with  from  said 
Government,  for  the  support  of  our  cattle.  Mr.  Fitch  co- 
incided in  sentiment  with  me,  and  we  purchased  of  Captain 
Dunham,  of  the  Vineyard,  three  hundred  and  thirteen  bushels 
of  Indian  and  fifteen  bushels  of  rye  com,  which  was  in- 
creased by  a  trifle  of  said  articles,  and  some  rye  flour  and 
bread  Mr.  Fitch  had  by  him ;  and  we  were  preparing  to 
sail,  when  five  or  six  people  at  Nantucket  appeared  dissa- 
tisfied, on  which  I  was  advised  by  the  inhabitants  to  make 
application  to  the  Committee  dX  Falmouth.  This  I  did,  and 
informing  them  what  pains  I  had  taken  and  at  what  expense 
I  had  been  to  serve  Machias,  with  my  earnest  desire  of 
getting  home  with  what  I  could  procure,  I  obtained  their 
consent  to  sail,  on  which  we  left  Nantucket  in  a  brigantine 
commanded  by  Captain  Thomas  Fossey ;  and  meeting  with 
one  vessel  only,  which  appeared  to  chase  us,  arrived  at  East 
Passage,  from  which  place  we  immediately  proceeded  to 
Cape  Forschue,  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  directly  opposite 
Machias ;  here  I  disposed  of  what  was  on  board,  save  a 
small  matter  sold  Mr.  William  Pitts,  at  East  Passage,  (ex- 
clusive of  what  I  was  entitled  to  from  a  commission  allowed 
me,  and  which  I  strictly  reserved  in  provnsion  to  carrj'  to 
Machias,)  to  New-England  people  only,  who  appeared  real 
friends  to  the  welfare'of  America.  On  arrival,  I  engaged 
a  schooner  of  one  Mr.  Tinkham,  and  seven  loads  of  salt 
hay,  (no  English  being  to  be  had,)  intending,  immediately 
on  the  brig's  sailing,  to  proceed  therewith  for  Machias ;  but 
the  hay  proving  very  bad,  and  none  else  to  be  got,  I  failed 
in  this,  but  embraced  the  first  opportunity  I  could  meet  of 
getting  to  Machias  with  my  provisions,  at  the  expense  of 
ten  dollars. 
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May  it  please  your  Honours:  Ignorance,  inadvertence, 
and  absolute  necessity,  were  tiie  sole  cause  of  my  setting 
foot  in  the  Government  of  Aoi'o-&o<io.  And  during  my 
continuance  there  (which  was  at  Capf.  Forschue)  I  neither 
corresiwnded,  countenanced,  or  associated  with  any  of  the 
enemies  of  America,  but  most  warmly  espoused  the  cause 
of  liberty,  and  bore  unfeigned  testimony  against  the  iniqui- 
tous, tyrannical,  Ministerial  measures  and  acts  of  the  Britith 
Parliainent.  Nor  was  this  confined  to  my  tongue  alone,  but 
my  hand  witnessed  the  same,  as  leisure  and  opportunity  gave 
me  leave,  copies  of  which  I  iiuinbly  crave  leave  to  lay  at 
tlie  feet  of  your  Honours,  most  solemnly  declaring  them  to 
be  authentick. 

May  it  please  your  Honours :  From  the  first  of  my  leav- 
ing Machias,  last  Juiy,  to  my  arrival  a  few  days  since,  I 
have  not  ceased  endeavours  to  serve  the  place  to  the  utmost 
of  my  ability ;  and  1  do  most  solemnly  declare  that  nothing 
has,  is,  or  can  be  remoter  from  my  heart  than  an  inclination 
to  aid  or  abet  the  enemies  of  America,  liberty  and  freedom, 
and  in  this  necessary  contest  am  willing  to  risk  my  interest 
in  life ;  and  for  this  purpose  did  strictly  recommend  to  Cap- 
tain Fossey  to  bring  a  quantity  of  |X)wder  for  the  use  of  the 
Colony.  Therefore,  throwing  myself  at  the  feet  of  your 
Honours,  I  most  himibly  crave  lor  myself  and  distressed 
family  your  Honours'  pardon  and  protection ;  and,  as  in  duty 
bound,  shall  ever  pray  for  your  Honours'  consummate  hap- 
piness and  prosperity. 


Stephen  Parker. 


iMacbias,  May  11,  1776. 


nONSIEUB  DnMAS  TO  THE  COMMITTEE   OF    SECRET  CORRES- 
PONDENCE. 

Utrecht,  May  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  wrote  the  9th  to  the  person  who  wrote 
me  the  letter  of  the  6th,  (of  which  I  have  given  you  a  copy,) 
that  if  what  he  had  to  say  to  me  was  pressing,  I  would  go 
and  return  in  two  succeeding  nights,  to  be  with  him  Sunday, 
the  l'2th,  which  is  between  the  two;  but  if  the  interview 
could  admit  a  week's  delay,  I  should  be  able  to  make  the 
journey  more  conveniently.  He  answered  the  next  day 
(10th  of  May)  as  follows : 

"  I  have  received,  sir,  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
write.  I  obey  instantly  the  order  you  have  given  to  answer 
you  as  to  the  day  when  1  shall  be  able  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you.  As  what  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  saying  to 
you  is  not  pressing,  you  may  put  off  till  Saturday  next,  (eight, 
days  hence,)  that  is  to  say,  the  18th  of  this  month,  the  visit 
with  which  you  flatter  me ;  nay,  I  take  the  liberty  to  an- 
ticipate you  in  the  offer  of  expenses,  in  all  cases  where  your 
good  offices  will  be  useful  to  me.  Flattered,  honoured,  as 
I  am  with  the  acquaintance  I  have  made  with  you,  I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  be  a  burden  to  you,  and  to  abuse  your 
kindness.  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
at  your  command." 

Do  not  think,  gentlemen,  that  a  childish  vanity  leads  me 
to  recite  to  you  this  letter,  and  to  take  to  myself  sincerely 
the  compliments  which  are  addressed  to  me. 

May  2lst. — I  am  at  length  returned  from  my  journey, 
with  which  I  have  been  much  satisfied,  because  1  think  you 
will  have  reason  to  be  so.  After  we  had  conversed  some 
time  on  the  great  and  very  late  news  of  the  evacuation  of 
Boston  by  your  enemies,  as  a  new  mark  of  the  wisdom  of 
your  operations,  our  friend  (whose  name  I  have  promised 
not  to  reveal)  said,  the  King  of  England  does  not  forget 
himself,  nevertheless,  as  you  see ;  and  he  showed  me  in  a 
Gazette  a  prohibitory  edict,  very  severe,  of  the  Empress 
Queen  of  Hungary,  against  all  exportation  of  arms  and 
munitions  from  lier  States  for  America.  I  had  already  seen 
it,  and  I  told  him  so.  But  what  you  do  not  know,  said  he, 
is,  that  the  King  has  demanded  this  of  the  Empress,  by  a 
letter  written  with  his  own  hand.  I  gave  him  to  understand 
that  I  hoped  this  Court  would  not  be  so  partial.  You  shall 
know,  he  replied,  for  you  will  comprehend  it.  As  to  your 
first  demand,  the  mediation  of  the  King  cannot  take  place 
whilst  the  Colonies  are  subjects  of  the  King  of  England, 
who,  besides,  would  not  accept  it.  As  to  your  second  de- 
mand, the  King  is  a  true  Knight:  his  word  is  sacred;  he 
has  given  it  to  the  English  to  live  in  peace  with  them ;  he 
will  hold  to  it.  While  France  is  not  at  war  with  the  En- 
glish, he  will  not  ally  himself  against  them  with  the  Colo- 


nies, and  will  not  furnish  aids  to  the  latter.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  for  the  same  reason,  the  Americans  have  the 
same  protection  and  liberty  as  all  olher  English  to  resort  to 
France,  to  export  thence  merchandise,  anns,  and  munitions 
of  war,  without  however  forming  magazines  of  lliem  in 
France,  which  is  not  permitted  by  any  nation.  Besides, 
added  he,  the  Colonies  have  no  need  that  either  France  or 
Spain  should  enter  into  this  war.  Commerce  alone  will 
furnish  to  the  Americans  all  that  they  want  to  defend  them- 
selves. I  am  of  his  opinion.  I  think,  even,  it  will  be  more 
advantageous  to  you,  and  to  France  also,  that  she  should  not 
be  hasty  to  declare  openly  for  you.  Once  more,  gentle- 
men, your  union,  your  constant  love  of  liberty,  your  forti- 
tude in  turning  from  all  that  looks  like  luxury,  and  in 
despising  it ;  your  hatred  of  tyranny  and  despotism,  which 
are  the  sad  fruits  of  luxury ;  in  fine,  all  your  republican 
virtues,  will  render  you  superior  to  your  enemies,  and  invin- 
cible even  without  allies.  These,  however,  will  not  be 
wanting,  be  assured ;  for  it  cannot  be  thought  that  with 
what  is  passing  in  your  part  of  the  world,  ours  can  long 
remain  at  peace.  The  time  will  come  when  your  friends 
will  show  themselves,  and  when  your  alliance  will  not  only 
be  accepted,  but  sought.  Meanwhile  you  have  struck  a 
great  and  wise  blow  in  driving  your  enemies  from  Boston. 
They  publish  that  they  have  evacuated  the  place  with  pro- 
found political  motives;  the  publick  laughs  at  thb  pre- 
tence. 

I  forgot  to  mention  to  you  that  the  person  in  question 
offered  to  reimburse  to  me  the  expenses  of  my  journey,  and 
that  I  answered  they  were  already  paid ;  on  which  he  re- 
quested me  to  tell  him  at  least  in  what  he  could  do  me  a 
favour.  I  answered,  that  he  was  doing  me  such  in  render- 
ing great  services  to  the  Americans.  Finally,  he  desired  me 
to  correspond  from  time  to  time  with  him.  I  engaged  to 
do  it,  and  shall  not  fail.  Thus  it  depends  only  on  you, 
gentlemen,  to  render  this  correspondence  more  and  more 
interesting.  On  my  part,  I  will  be  vigilant  to  profit  by  all 
events  that  can  make  any  change  in  Europe.  Those  which 
happen  in  America  will  require,  without  doubt,  that  you 
give  me  frequently  new  instructions  and  orders,  provided 
always  with  letters  of  credence,  or  at  least  with  one  that 
will  serve  for  the  time,  as  you  judge  proper.  I  know  to 
whom  to  address  myself  to  ask  for  intelligence  at  the  Court 
of  France,  and  to  have  an  answer  in  a  few  days. 

June  6th. — Here  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lon- 
don, dated  May  21.  You  know  well  from  whom  it  is.  I 
have  sent  to  him  under  the  envelop  the  two  lettei-s  which 
Mr.  Story  had  left  with  me,  and  I  added  a  cypher,  which 
he  has  already  used  with  success. 

"  Everything  is  safe.  I  shall  write  you  fully  next  week 
by  our  friend  Story.  One  Hortalez  will  apply  to  you  on 
business  that  concerns  our  friends.  He  has  your  address. 
Be  so  good  as  to  assist  him." 

I  expect  these  gentlemen  with  impatience,  and  shall  do 
all  that  depends  on  me  for  your  service  and  theirs. 

I  trust  you  will  always  answer  me  speedily,  and  inform 
me  if  my  letters  reach  you.  I  will  send  you  once  more  a 
general  copy  of  my  preceding  letters  to  supply  the  loss  of 
one  or  both,  in  case  the  vessels  that  carry  them  are  lost  or 
are  taken. 

When  I  promised  the  Minister,  with  whom  I  had  an  in- 
terview on  your  affairs,  not  to  name  him  to  you,  it  is  only 
until  you  expressly  require  that  I  make  him  known  to  you ; 
for  in  that  case  you  may  know  him  when  you  will. 

In  about  eight  days  I  shall  leave  Utrecht  for  a  country 
house  within  seven  leagues  of  the  Hague,  where  I  expect 
to  pass  the  summer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &.C.,  Dumas. 

To  the  Committee  of  Secret  Correspondence. 

LOUDOUN    COUNTY    (vIRGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  May  14,  1776. 

Richard  Morlan  being  summoned  to  appear  before  this 
Committee,  for  speaking  words  inimical  to  the  liberties  of 
America,  and  tending  to  discourage  a  Minute-man  from  re- 
turning to  his  duty ;  and  also  publickly  declaring  he  would 
not  muster,  and  if  fined  would  oppose  the  collection  of  the 
fine  with  his  gun  ;  the  charges  being  proved  against  him,  and 
he  heard  in  his  defence,  the  Committee  think  proper  to  hold 
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the  said  Morlan  up  to  the  publick  as  an  enemy  to  their 
rights  and  liberties  ;  and  have  ordered  that  this  Resolution 
be  published  in  the  Virginia  Gazette. 

Christopher  Greenup,  Clerk. 


MARTLAND  COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY  TO    GERARD  HOPKINS,  JUN. 
[No.  156.]  Annapolis,  May  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Council  of  Safety  are  desirous  of  knowing 
what  publick  arms  are  at  Baltimore  Town,  in  the  magazine, 
in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturers,  and  elsewhere ;  and  re- 
quest you  would  immediately  send  them  down,  if  there  be 
twenty  or  upwards,  that  a  distribution  may  be  made  amongst 
the  Independent  Companies.  We  want  but  few  arms  now, 
including  those  we  have  here,  to  arm  all  the  companies 
completely.     We  are,  &c. 

To  Gerard  Hopkins,  Jun. 


R.  H.  HARRISON  TO  COLONEL  TUPPER. 

New- York,  May  14,  1776. 

Sir:  His  Excellency  received  yours  of  the  13th  instant, 
and  it  is  his  desire  tiiat  you  take  every  possible  means  to 
prevent  an  intercourse  and  communication  with  the  ship-of- 
war,  and  to  hurry  the  fitting  of  the  other  boats. 

As  to  dislodging  the  people  at  the  Light-House,  he  does 
not  mean  to  advise  an  attempt,  unless  you  are  morally  certain 
that  it  will  be  attended  with  success.  A  miscarriage  would 
damp  the  spirits  of  the  men  at  the  first  set-out,  be  held  dis- 
graceful, and  the  experiment  in  such  case  be  considered  as 
a  departure  from  the  plan  and  design  you  went  on. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c.,  R.H.Harrison. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Benjamin  Tapper. 


CHRISTOPHEB  SMITH    TO   ROBERT   BENSON. 

Long-Island,  Jamaica,  May  14,  1776. 

Sir:  Observing  in  yesterday's  newspaper  a  resolve  from 
the  Congress,  ordering  every  person  who  has  withdrawn 
himself  from  the  city,  since  the  1st  of  June  last,  to  return 
without  delay ;  as  I  do  not  know  (though  I  have  not  been 
without  having  some  of  ray  family  here  for  this  two  years 
past)  whether  I  may  not  be  included  among  those  who  have 
withdrawn,  (at  the  same  time  I  would  inform  you  that,  through 
the  infirmity  of  my  body,  I  have  been  excused  any  duty  in 
tlie  city  for  this  eighteen  years  past,)  I  would  request,  if  I 
am  not  included  among  those  who  have  withdrawn,  that  the 
Congress  will  be  pleased  to  grant  me  a  certificate,  that  I 
may  show  it  to  the  Committee  of  this  town,  that  I  am  ex- 
cluded from  said  resolve ;  but  if  I  am  not,  I  will  return  to 
the  city  when  desired ;  which  am  to  beg  you  will  be  pleased 
to  return  me  answer. 

I  am,  with  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Christopher  Smith. 
To  Mr.  Robert  Benson. 


the  necessity  of  an  allowance  of  rum  for  the  men  upon 
fatigue  at  this  post,  and  that  your  reply  was  that  they  should 
be  allowed  a  gill  per  man.  An  order  from  your  Excellency 
to  the  Commissary-General  would  procure  us  a  supply  of 
that  necessary  article ;  on  working  parties  its  efficacy  is  well 
known.  The  whole  garrison  are  upon  duty  every  day  at 
this  post,  and  continue  on  fatigue  nine  hours  a  day.  This 
garrison  has  been  supplied  with  fresh  provisions  only  once 
within  the  month — I  fear  an  omission  in  the  Commissary  ;  if 
continued  much  longer  will  infallibly  introduce  the  scurvy 
here. 

I  fear  I  tire  you  ;  but  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  your 
Excellency  an  exact  account  of  the  state  of  these  garrisons, 
that  if  anything  unfortunate  should  happen,  my  reputation 
should  not  lay  open  to  censure.  Some  tents  will  be  necessary 
here,  about  twenty.  I  send  this  by  Lieutenant  Smith,  who 
will  receive  any  orders  your  Excellency  shall  think  proper 
to  favour  me  with.  When  I  begin  to  think  of  our  wants, 
they  occur  so  fast  that  I  fear  I  shall  never  have  done.  The 
Committee  have  supplied  us  with  no  money  yet. 

1  remain,  with  all  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant,  tt  d   t 

'  '  Henry  B.  Livingston, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel  commanding  at  these  Garrisons. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


colonel    LIVINGSTON    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Fort  Constitution,  May  14,  1776. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  the  9th  instant,  but  did  not  take  the 
command  till  to-day,  as  Colonel  Nicoll  did  not  think  himself 
relieved  before. 

These  ganisons  are,  at  present,  in  a  most  deplorable  situ- 
ation, as  your  Excellency  may  observe  by  the  enclosed  re- 
turns. We  are  also  much  in  want  of  an  Infirmary,  as  the 
sick  and  well  are  obliged  to  huddle  together  in  the  same 
rooms.  The  Commissioners  desired  me  to  mention  this  matter 
to  your  Excellency  as  worthy  of  attention. 

The  fortifications  intended  here,  with  a  few  improvements, 
will  render  them  almost  impregnable,  and  impassable,  if  a 
boom  was  thrown  across  the  river  opposite  them,  which  I 
think  very  practicable,  as  the  river  at  this  place  is  no  more 
than  five  hundred  yards,  its  depth  eighteen  fathoms,  the  tide 
not  so  rapid  as  at  JSew-York,  and  a  very  bold  shore.  Two 
whaleboats,  with  oars,  at  each  post,  are  much  wanted,  to 
render  the  communication  more  easy.  I  fancy  they  might 
now  be  bought  cheap  at  New-York,  as  they  cannot  be 
employed  in  the  fisher}' ;  also,  a  boat  to  transport  stores  fix)m 
one  post  to  another. 

Colonel  JSicoU  tells  me  he  represented  to  your  Excellency 


WILLIAM   ELLSWORTH    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Kingston,  May  14, 1776. 

Gentlemen:  Whereas  a  resolve  of  Congress,  bearing 
date  the  3d  of  April  last  past,  ordering  the  discharge  of 
Azor  Betts  and  John  Blackner  out  of  our  jail,  provided 
they  would  comply  with  the  directions  mentioned  in  the  said 
resolve :  The  resolve  was  delivered  to  the  Committee  of 
Kingston,  by  the  hands  of  Blackner' s  wife.  The  Committee, 
after  reading  the  resolve,  concluded  to  discharge  the  prison- 
ers mentioned  in  said  resolve,  although  the  Committee  had 
no  particular  orders  so  to  do ;  but  did  discharge  them  on 
this  express  condition,  that  the  prisoners  should  go  down 
to  New-  York,  and  appear  before  the  Committee  of  Safety 
or  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  acquaint  either  of  the  Houses 
aforementioned  in  what  manner  and  how  they  were  dis- 
charged. The  Committee  also  promised  the  prisoners  that 
the  Committee  would  write  a  letter  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  or  Provincial  Congress,  on  what  condition  the  Com- 
mittee had  discharged  the  prisoners.  On  which  condition 
the  prisoners  promised  to  go  down  to  New-  York,  and  appear 
before  the  Congress ;  but  Mr.  Blackner,  instead  of  comply- 
ing with  his  proB^jse  made  to  the  Committee  of  Kingston, 
has  endeavoured  by  various  pretences  to  elude  his  promise, 
and  trifle  with  the  Committee,  to  serve  his  own  sinister  views ; 
and  in  order  to  give  a  plausible  pretence  for  his  staying  here, 
the  Committee  have  information  that  Blackner  has  written 
a  letter  to  the  Provincial  Congress  that  the  Committee  de- 
tained him  here,  and  would  not  let  him  have  his  liberty. 
The  Committee  are  highly  affronted  that  the  Committee 
should  be  charged  with  detaining  him,  when  the  Committee, 
out  of  mere  compassion,  released  him  on  the  condition  above- 
mentioned.  He,  as  a  base  fellow,  deceived  us,  and  charges 
the  Committee  with  a  notorious  falsehood ;  therefore  the 
Committee  have  now  ordered  him  to  go  down  and  appear 
before  the  Congress,  to  make  him  comply  with  his  promise 
to  the  Committee,  and  the  order  of  the  Committee ;  and  IF 
the  Congress  think  he  deserves  more  compliments,  thejr 
shall  rest  the  matter  with  the  Congress ;  and  remain  your 
humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

William  Ellsworth,  Chairman. 


BRYAN  LEFFERTY  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Esopus,  May  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  By  my  repeated  applications  to  you,  I  fear  that  I 
trespass  on  the  goodness  of  a  person  to  whom  I  am  an  utter 
stranger ;  and  the  only  excuse  I  can  plead  in  justification 
of  writing  so  often  is,  that  of  unjust  treatment,  and  the 
natural  disposition  of  mankind  to  apply  where  there  grievan- 
ces may  be  redressed.  On  the  21st  of  January  last  one 
of  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Tryon  (where  I  for- 
merly resided)  called  on  me  to  go  a  few  miles  to  a  house 
where  part  of  the  Committee  were  then  sitting,  and  at  the 
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same  time  informed  me  that  I  was  one  of  the  six  persons 
who  were  nominated  as  hostages  or  prisoners  to  go  to  Lan- 
caster or  Reading,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  tliat  1  must  be  in 
Albany  on  the  Saturday  following.  Soon  after  my  arrival 
there,  I  made  repeated  applications  to  General  Schuyler  to 
know  my  crime,  conscious  to  myself  that  no  part  of  my 
conduct  could  be  pointed  out  in  which  I  had  in  the  least 
deviated  from  the  resolves  of  the  honourable  the  Continental 
Congress  ;  to  which  applications  I  never  got  any  satisfactory 
answei-s.  I  then  begged  to  be  sent  to  Philadelphia,  or 
permitted  to  go  myself.  For  the  ixM-fomiance  of  my  arrival 
there,  1  offered  any  security  he  would  require,  nay,  I  offered 
to  give  the  Colonel,  the  Major,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the 
officers  belonging  to  the  New-Jersey  Battalion,  likewise 
Colonel  William  Allen,  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops,  and 
many  others  ;  but  every  proposal  I  made  was  rejected.  On 
the  7th  of  April  I  was  sent  from  Albany  to  this  place,  where, 
immediately  after  my  arrival,  1  was  locked  up  in  the  common 
jail,  in  a  room  that  the  nwment  before  was  occupied  by  a 
criminal,  and  no  person,  not  even  Mrs.  Lefferty,  or  a  ser- 
vant, was  admitted  in.  1  only  beg  the  privileges  of  a  fair 
trial ;  nothing  I  wish  for  more  than  that  of  being  heard  ;  if 
found  guilty  let  me  be  punished.  1  will  suffer  then  without 
murmuring  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if  innocent,  I  am  certain 
every  gentleman  of  feeling  will  join  in  opinion  with  me  that 
1  am  injured.  I  solemnly  declare  that  as  yet  no  crime  has 
been  alleged  against  me,  neither  can  there  be  any  touching 
the  publick  cause.  The  bearer  is  waiting ;  therefore  beg  you 
will  excuse  the  scrawl,  and  incorrectness.  I  shall  rely  en- 
tirely on  your  goodness.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  you 
will  act  in  such  manner  as  will  afford  me  relief. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  Honour's  most  obedient,  humble 
servant,  Bryan  Lefferty. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esquire. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  COLONEL  DAYTON. 

Saratoga,  May  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  General  Sullivan  will  order  you  to  proceed  to  Johns- 
town, with  a  detachment  of  the  regiment  under  your  com- 
mand. On  your  arrival  there,  you  will  take  up  your  quar- 
ters at  the  house  o{  Gilbert  Tree,  innholder,  and  give  notice 
to  the  Highlanders,  who  live  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  to 
repair  to  it ;  and  when  any  number  are  collected  there,  you 
will  send  off  their  baggage,  infirm  women  and  children,  in 
wagons  ;  for  which  you  will  apply  to  the  Committee  of  Tryon 
County,  or  some  of  them. 

You  will  make  an  exact  list  of  th^jjjjen,  women,  and 
children, distinguishing  those  under  five-/ears  old,  and  those 
from  five  and  under  twelve,  from  those  beyond  that  age ; 
copy  of  which  you  will  transmit  to  me. 

You  will  give  the  strictest  order  that  no  abuse  be  given 
to  the  persons  of  these  people,  and  that  all  their  effects  be 
secured  in  such  a  manner  that  the  most  trifling  part  of  their 
property  may  not  be  destroyed. 

After  having  secured  the  Highlanders,  you  will  let  Sir 
John  Johnson  know  that  you  have  a  letter  from  me,  which 
you  are  ordered  to  deliver  in  person,  and  beg  his  attendance 
to  receive  it.  If  he  comes  as  soon  as  you  have  delivered 
the  letter,  and  he  has  read  it,  you  are  immediately  to  make 
him  close  prisoner,  and  carefully  guard  him,  that  he  may  not 
have  the  least  opportunity  of  escape.  When  you  have  done 
this  you  are  to  repair  to  his  house,  taking  him  with  you ; 
and  after  having  placed  proper  sentinels  to  prevent  any 
person  belonging  to  the  family  from  carrying  out  papers, 
you  are  to  examine  his  papei-s  in  his  own  presence,  and  in 
the  presence  of  William  Duer,  Esq.,  who  accompanies  you, 
and  with  whom  I  wish  you  to  consult  when  any  difficulty 
arises. 

If  you  find  any  papers  relative  to  any  intended  opera- 
tions against  the  cause  of  America,  or  any  letters  from  Bri- 
tish Govemours,  or  officers  or  agents  of  the  Ministry,  you 
will  make  a  list  of  such  papers  and  letters,  copy  whereof 
you  will  deliver  to  Sir  John  Johnson,  and  another,  together 
with  such  papers  and  letters,  you  will  transmit  to  me. 

You  and  Mr.  Duer  will  both  give  your  words  of  honour 
that  you  will  discover  to  no  persons  whatever  the  contents 
of  any  papers  or  letters  which  are  of  a  private  nature,  and 
which  do  not  affect  the  cause  of  America. 

Although  Sir  John  Johnson  is  to  be  closely  guarded,  he 


is  by  no  means  to  experience  the  least  ill-treatment  in  his 
own  person,  or  those  of  his  family ;  and  you  are  to  be  par- 
ticularly careful  that  none  of  the  men  under  your  command, 
or  any  person  whatever,  destroy  or  take  away  the  most 
trifling  part  of  his  property,  except  arms  and  ammunition, 
which  you  are  to  secure,  and  bring  down  with  you,  and  de- 
liver to  Mr.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Storekeeper,  with  a 
charge  to  keep  them  safe  until  further  orders  from  me. 

In  securing  Sir  John  Johnson,  and  in  searching  his  house, 
I  wish  the  least  tumult  possible;  and,  to  that  end,  you  are 
not  to  suffer  a  private  soldier  to  enter  it,  unless  by  your  im- 
mediate order. 

You  will  constantly  keep  strong  guards,  and  a  good 
look-out,  that  you  may  not  experience  a  surprise,  both  in 
marching  up,  whilst  you  remain  there,  and  on  your  re- 
turn. Having  secured  Sir  John  Johnson,  and  brought  him 
to  Albany,  you  are  there  to  cause  him  to  be  guarded  with 
the  same  attention,  and  to  send  me  notice  of  his  arrival. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler,  Major-General. 
To  Colonel  Dayton. 

COLONEL   WAYNE   TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  May  14,  1776. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  commands,  I 
have  waited  on  the  General,  and  find  sufficient  of  arms  for 
the  remainder  of  my  battalion ;  for  which  I  obtained  an 
order,  and  expect  they  will  be  put  into  proper  repair  by  the 
time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnston  arrives  with  the  troops, 
except  bayonet-scabbards,  which  cannot  be  procured  for 
want  of  leather.  I  also  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your 
Excellency  that  some  hundred  stajid  more  may  be  had 
here,  which,  with  a  little  improvement,  will  be  fit  for  ser- 
vice. 

The  day  after  to-morrow  I  march  with  the  detachment 
of  my  battalion,  now  on  the  spot ;  the  other  part  of  the 
brigade  are  either  gone  or  go  to-morrow  with  General  Sul- 
livan. 

I  shall  always  be  glad  to  receive,  and  ready  to  obey,  any 
orders  your  Excellency  may  please  to  favour  me  with,  and 
to  serve  you  with  the  best  service  of,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent and  very  humble  servant,  .  i.r 

•'  '  Anthony  Wayne. 

To  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  We  have  disagreeable  intelligence  from  Canada, 
the  particulars  of  which  I  doubt  not  but  you  are  acquainted 
with  before  now.     We  keep  it  as  secret  as  possible. 


GENERAL    THOMPSON   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Chambly,  May  14,  1776. 

Dear  General:  I  an-ived  at  this  place  yesterday  even- 
ing, and  shall  immediately  set  off  down  the  Sorel.  Colonel 
Patterson's  Regiment  is  ordered  to  Montreal ;  Colonel  Grea- 
ton's  and  part  of  Colonel  Bond's  are  gone  down  the  Sorel 
river;  and  Colonel  Poor's  is  behind  at  Ticonderoga,  for 
want  of  provisions  to  bring  them  on.  Colonel  Baldwin, 
with' the  carpenters  and  smiths,  I  expect  hourly. 

The  news  of  this  country  you  will  have  at  large  from 
Dr.  Franklin,  whom  I  met  above  St.  John's  yesterday. 

1  cannot  help  being  a  little  surprised  at  the  confused 
manner  in  which  our  Army  retreated  from  before  Qiiebeclc, 
and  still  more  to  hear  that  it  is  intended  to  abandon  the 
country  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel.  The  last  part  of 
my  intelligence  I  cannot  think  is  true,  and  still  expect  to 
find  General  Thomas  with  part  of  the  Anny  at  Richelieu. 
That  grand  pass,  and  all  the  country  above  it,  we  surely  can 
keep  possession  of.  I  shall  warmly  recommend  the  forti- 
fying Point  Deschambault,  and  hope  it  will  be  gone  into ; 
and  I  think  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  our  doing  it. 

The  confused  state  of  this  country  is  past  description  ; 
but  matters  will  be  soon  settled  ;  and  I  am  sure  that  if  we 
are  supplied  with  powder,  provisions,  and  intrenching  tools, 
all  will  be  well. 

I  expect  to  be  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel  river  this  even- 
ing, and  shall  write  your  Excellency  from  General  Thomases 
camp. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

William  Thompson. 
To  General  Washington. 
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GENERAL    SULLIVAN    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  May  14,  1776. 

Dear  General:  I  this  moment  received  from  General 
^Schuyler  the  enclosed  melancholy  account  from  Canada. 
In  consequence  of  which,  I  am  ordered  to  tarry  with  my 
brigade  until  the  provisions  are  sent  over ;  so  that  my  de- 
parture from  this  place,  which  was  to  take  place  to-morrow, 
will  not  happen.  All  the  brigade,  except  Dayton  and 
Wayne's,  are  gone  on.  Dayton  was  to  have  marched  to- 
morrow morning,  and  Wayne,  with  his  part  of  a  regiment, 
on  the  next  day.  I  am  anxious  to  go  forward,  but  cannot 
go  beyond  my  orders ;  nor  dare  1  attempt  to  return  to 
York.  I  must  content  myself  to  remain  in  the  centre  of 
security  till  our  provisions  are  passed  over  the  Lake,  when, 
perhaps,  it  will  be  too  late  to  assist  our  distressed  friends  in 
Canada.  I  shall  do  everything  in  my  power  to  assist  in 
forwarding  the  provisions,  and  shall  follow  them  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I  enclose  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  General  Schuyler's 
letter  to  me,  which  must  be  my  direction  till  I  have  some 
directions  from  your  Excellency.  In  the  interim,  I  am,  with 
much  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Sullivan. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington, 


general  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN. 

Fort  George,  May  13,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  (which  after 
pei-usal  you  will  seal  and  instantly  for%vard)  the  dreadful 
situation  of  our  troops  in  Canada.  Agreeable  to  the  request 
of  the  Commissioners,  I  have  ordered  your  brigade  to  halt, 
as  you  will'see  by  the  orders  which  Captain  WendaU  carries. 
I  wish  you  to  march  such  of  your  brigade  as  may  still  be 
at  Albany,  except  about  two  hundred  men,  to  any  conve- 
nient place  a  few  miles  on  this  side,  where  they  may  supply 
themselves  with  fuel,  to  save  the  immoderate  expense  their 
stay  at  Albany  will  occasion. 

Pray  visit  the  corps  that  are  gone  on,  and  give  all  the 
assistance  possible  to  forward  the  provisions. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  General  Sullivan. 

P.  S.  As  many  of  the  intrenching  tools  are  at  Half- 
Moon  or  Stillwater,  I  wish  the  troops  that  have  left  Al- 
bany could  be  employed  in  repairing  the  roads. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fort  George, Monday,  May  13,  1776— six  o'clock,?.  M. 

Dear  Sir:  This  moment  Colonel  Weisenfels  and  Mr. 
Mercer  arrived  here  with  the  melancholy  intelligence  con- 
tained in  the  enclosed  copies  of  letters  from  the  honourable 
the  Commissioners  of  Congress  in  Canada,  and  General 
Arnold.  I  must  of  necessity  comply  with  their  request  of 
halting  the  troops,  otherwise  those  in  Canada,  under  their 
present  circumstances,  must  starve. 

This  event  will  cause  such  an  alteration  in  the  arrange- 
ment I  have  made,  that  I  must  haste  to  the  communication 
below,  not  daring  to  confide  so  important  a  measure  as  the 
bringing  on  the  provisions  from  Albany  to  any  person. 

Be  assured,  my  dear  General,  that  f  shall  do  everything 
in  my  power  to  prevent  the  disaster  a  scarcity  of  provisions 
would  occasion  in  Canada. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Mercer  is  a  merchant  from  (^uebeck.  He  will 
soon  be  with  your  Excellency,  and  give  you  a  minute 
detail.  Pray  order  up  lead,  and  provisions  of  the  meat 
kind. 


COMMISSIONERS    TO    CANADA    TO   GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Montreal,  May  10,  1770. 

Dear  Sir  :  Colonel  Campbell  arrived  here  eariy  this  morn- 
ing from  Quebeck.  He  informs  that  five  ships  of  war  arrived 
there  last  Monday,  (the  6th.)  about  sunrise,  viz :  two  lar^e 
ships,  two  frigates,  and  a  tender.    The  enemy  made  a  salty 
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on  Monday,  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  in  a  body 
supposed  not  to  be  less  than  a  thousand.  Our  forces  were 
so  dispei-sed  that  not  more  than  two  hundred  could  be  col- 
lected at  Head-Quartei-s.  In  this  situation,  a  retreat  was 
inevitable,  and  made  in  the  utmost  precipitation  and  confu- 
sion, with  the  loss  of  our  cannon  on  the  batteries,  provisions, 
five  hundred  stand  of  small-arms,  and  a  batteau  load  of  pow- 
der, going  down  with  Colonel  Alk7i.  Colonel  Campbell 
believes  the  loss  of  men  inconsiderable,  except  the  sick  in 
the  respective  hospitals,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about 
two  hundred,  so  ill  as  not  to  be  removed,  who  have  fallen 
into  the  enemy's  hands. 

Our  Army  are  now  on  their  way  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Sorel,  where  they  propose  to  make  a  stand.  Colonel  Grea- 
ion's  battalion  is  arrived  there,  and  we  expect  the  residue 
of  the  brigade,  under  the  command  of  General  Thompson, 
is  arrived  before  this  at  St.  Johns,  from  the  present  ap- 
pearance of  things,  it  is  very  probable  we  shall  lie  under  the 
necessity  of  abandoning  Canada,  at  least  all  except  that 
part  which  lies  on  the  Sorel.  We  may  certainly  keep  pos- 
session of  »S'«.  Jo/m*  until  the  enemy  can  bring  up  ai'ainst 
that  post  a  superior  force,  and  an  artillery  to  besiege  it. 

A  further  reinforcement  will  only  increase  our  distress. 
An  immediate  supply  of  provisions  from  over  the  Lakes  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  troops  al- 
ready in  this  Province,  as  we  shall  be  obliged  to  evacuate 
all  this  country,  except  that  part  of  it  already  mentioned. 
No  provisions  can  be  drawn  from  Canada ;  the  subsistence, 
therefore,  of  our  Army  will  entirely  depend  on  the  supplies 
it  can  receive,  and  that  immediately,  from  Ticonderoga. 

We  need  not  mention  the  propriety  of  immediately  fitting 
out  the  vessels  at  that  place  to  bring  over  provisions,  and 
the  sending  off  batteaus,  and  constiticting  more,  for  drawinn- 
the  troops  out  of  Canada,  should  we  be  constrained  by  su- 
perior force  to  take  that  measure,  and  in  the  interim  to  bring 
provisions.  It  is  probable  a  considerable  part  of  the  batteaus 
now  on  the  St.  Lawrence  will  be  destroyed,  or  fall  into  the 
enemy's  hands.  We  mention  this  circumstance  to  show  the 
necessity  of  constructing  more. 

We  can  form  no  opinion  of  the  force  brought  into  Que- 
beck by  the  enemy.  Colonel  Campbell  mentions  that  the  in- 
formation received  at  our  camp  before  Quebeck  was,  that 
fifteen  sail  of  ships  were  in  the  river,  though  only  five  were 
come  up,  as  before-mentioned. 

We  received  your  favour  of  the  2d  instant,  directed  to 
B.F. 

We  are,  with  great  respect  and  regard,  dear  sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servants, 

Benjamin  Franklin, 
Samuel  Chase, 

Charles  Carroll  o/CarroZ/^on. 
To  General  Schuyler. 

commissioners    in    CANADA   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS 

[Read  May  18,  1776.] 

Montreal,  May  10,  1776. 
Sir:  By  Colonel  Campbell,  who  arrived  here  early  this 
morning  from  Quebeck,  we  are  informed  that  two  men-of- 
war,  two  frigates,  and  one  tender,  arrived  there  eariy  on 
Monday,  the  6th  instant.     About  eleven  o'clock  the  enemy 
sallied  out,  to  the  number,  as  is  supposed,  of  one  thousand 
men.     Our  forces  were  so  dispersed  at  different  posts  that 
not  more  than  two  hundred  could  be  collected  together  at 
Head-Quarters.     This  small  force  could  not  resist  the  ene- 
my.    All  our  cannon,  five  hundred  muskets,  and  about  two 
hundred  sick,  unable  to  come  off,  have  fallen  into  their 
hands.     The  retreat,  or  rather  flight,  was  made  with  the 
utmost  precipitation  and  confusion  ;  however.  Colonel  Ca?7«p- 
bell  informs  us  that  he  imagines  we  have  lost  very  few  men 
except  the  sick  above  mentioned.     General  Thomas  was 
last  Thursday  evening  at  Deschambault.    At  a  council  of 
war  it  was  determined,  by  eleven  to  three,  to  retreat  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Sorel.     This  day  General  Arnold  goes  down 
there ;  and  if  he  can  get  information  of  the  enemy's  real 
strength,  and  it  should  be  found  inconsiderable,  perhaps  a 
council  of  war,  on  reconsideration,  may  think  proper  to  march 
the  Army  back  to  Deschambault,  which  is  now  strengthen- 
ed by  Colonels  Greaton's,  BurrelTs,  and  St.  Clair' s°Reg\- 
ments. 
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Besides  the  above  losses,  one  batteau,  loaded  with  pow- 
der, supposed  to  contain  thirty  barrels,  and  an  armed  vessel, 
which  the  crew  were  obliged  to  abandon,  were  intercepted 
by  one  of  the  enemy's  frigates.  We  are  afraid  it  will  not 
be  in  our  power  to  render  our  country  any  further  sei-vices 
in  this  Colony.  If  our  Anny  should  maintain  possession  of 
any  considerable  part  of  this  country,  it  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  keep  some  power  to  control  the  military. 

With  our  respects  to  yourself  and  the  Congress,  we  have 
the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vants, 

Benjamin  Franklin, 

Samuf.l  Chase, 

Charles  Carroll  of  Carrolllon. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock. 

GENERAL   THOMAS   TO   COMMISSIONERS. 

Hea(]-Quartcrs,  Point  BcscbanibauU,  May  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Immediately  on  my  arrival  at  the  camp  be- 
fore Q^uelieck,  which  was  on  the  1st  instant,  I  examined  into 
the  state  of  the  Army,  and  found,  by  the  returns,  there  were 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  men,  only  one  thousand  of  whom 
were  (it  for  duty,  including  officers  ;  the  rest  were  invalids, 
chiefly  with  the  small-pox.  Three  hundred  of  those  effective 
were  soldiere  whose  inlistments  expired  the  1 5th  ultimo,  many 
of  whom  refused  duty,  and  all  were  very  importunate  to 
return  home.  There  were  several  posts  to  be  supported 
with  this  small  number,  at  such  distances  from  each  other 
that  not  more  than  three  hundred  men  could  be  rallied  to 
the  relief  of  any  one,  should  it  be  attacked  by  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy,  by  means  of  rivers  and  other  obstruc- 
tions. In  all  our  magazines  there  were  but  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  of  powder,  and  six  days  provisions. 
The  French  inhabitants  were  much  disaffected,  so  that  sup- 
plies of  any  kind  were  obtained  with  great  difficulty  from 
them. 

Considering  these  and  many  other  disagreeable  circum- 
stances, I  thought  it  expedient  to  call  a  council  of  war;  and 
the  council,  consisting  of  Brigadier-General  Wooster  and 
all  the  Field  Officers  in  camp,  after  mature  deliberation, 
were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  as,  upon  the  first  arrival 
of  any  reinforcement  to  the  enemy,  all  communication  by 
the  river  would  inevitably  be  cut  off  by  their  armed  vessels, 
it  was  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  safety  of  the  invalids, 
immediately  to  remove  them  in  batteaus  to  the  Three  Rivers; 
and  to  collect  the  artillery  and  other  stores,  in  order  to 
remove  them  and  the  Army  farther  up  the  river,  as  soon  as 
it  could  conveniently  be  done,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
some  important  posts,  where  there  would  be  a  prospect  of 
resisting  with  success.  This  was  on  the  5th  instant,  and  in 
the  evening  of  the  same  day  I  received  certain  intelligence 
of  fifteen  ships  being  forty  leagues  below  Quebeck,  making 
up  the  river.  Early  next  morning  five  of  them  appeared  in 
sight,  and  the  wind  and  tide  being  favourable,  they  soon 
arrived  before  the  city.  We  were  employed  at  this  time  in 
carrying  the  sick,  artillery,  &c.,  on  board  the  batteaus  ;  the 
enemy,  in  landing  their  troops,  and,  as  the  event  shows,  in 
preparing  to  make  a  sally.  Our  movements  were  retarded 
by  the  chaage  the  arrival  of  these  vessels  had  produced  in 
the  dispositions  of  the  inhabitants ;  for  they  would  neither 
furnish  us  with  teams  nor  in  any  way  afford  us  assistance, 
but  kept  themselves  concealed. 

About  one  o'clock  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy  at- 
tacked our  sentinels  and  main-guard,  in  consequence  of 
which  I  instantly  ordered  the  troops  under  arms,  and  de- 
tached a  party  to  supprt  the  main-guard,  which  was  now 
coming  off  in  good  order.  By  the  best  judgment  I  could 
make,  the  enemy  were  one  thousand  strong,  formed  into  two 
divisions,  in  colunms  six  deep,  supported  with  a  train  of  six 
pieces  of  cannon.  The  most  that  we  could  collect  at  this 
time  on  the  plains  to  oppose  them  did  not  exceed  one-quar- 
ter of  that  number,  with  only  one  field-piece. 

This  being  our  situation,  by  advice  of  the  Field  Officers 
present  I  gave  orders  for  the  Army  to  march  up  the  river 
to  this  place,  where  the  greater  part  came  up  this  day.  On 
my  arrival  I  without  delay  called  a  council  of  war ;  a  copy 
of  the  determinations  of  which  I  have  enclosed,  as  I  have 
of  that  held  in  camp  before  quebeck.  The  result  of  this 
council  is,  as  you  will  see,  to  advance  still  farther  up  the 
river,  and  is  founded  on  many  reasons,  some  of  which  I  will 


suggest :  The  ships  of  war  were  hastening  forward  with  all 
possible  despatch,  and  had  already  got  up  as  far  as  Jacques 
Carder;  we  had  no  cannon  to  prevent  their  passing  the 
iiills  of  Richelieu;  and  if  cannon  could  have  been  pro- 
cured, we  had  no  ball,  and  not  more  provision  than  would 
subsist  the  Army  for  two  or  three  days.  We  should  therefore 
be  under  the  same  disadvantages  at  Point  Deschamboult  as 
before  i^uebeck.  They  could  run  above  us  with  their  men- 
of-war  and  cutters,  intercept  all  our  resources,  and  oblige 
us  to  decamp.* 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vant, T         T- 

'  John  Ihomas. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Consress. 


general  ARNOLD  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Montreal,  May  10,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  By  this  express  you  will  receive  from 
the  honourable  Commissioners  particular  information  of  the 
arrival  of  a  number  of  men-of-war,  transports,  and  a  rein- 
forcement of  ti-oops,  at  (^ucbeck,  on  Monday,  the  6tli  instant. 
The  same  afternoon  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy  at- 
tacked our  encampment,  where  we  were  not  able  to  collect 
a  force  sufficient  to  withstand  them.  Of  course  a  most  pre- 
cipitate and  confused  retreat  ensued,  with  the  loss  of  all  our 
cannon,  ammunition,  k,c.,  he.  The  store  of  provisions,  and, 
it  is  thought,  about  two  hundred  of  the  sick,  fell  into  the 
enemy's  hands ;  also,  a  tender  and  gondola,  with  some  few 
batteaus.  At  a  council  of  war,  held  at  DeschambavJt.  it 
was  concluded  to  retreat  to  the  river  Sorel,  and  there  make 
a  stand.  I  propose  setting  out  this  afternoon  for  that  place, 
where,  I  make  no  doubt,  we  shall  have  particular  advice  of 
the  enemy's  strength  and  movements.  If  practicable  I  shall 
urge  the  rejrossessing  ourselves  of  DeschambauU.  Without 
that  post  is  secured,  I  am  of  opinion  it  will  not  be  practica- 
ble, if  advisable,  to  keep  possession  of  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, as  our  resources  of  provisions  will,  in  a  great  measure, 
be  cut  off,  and  with  half  the  number  of  men  necessary  to 
defend  this  part  of  the  country,  we  can  make  a  stand  at 
Me  atix  Noix,  and  effectually  secure  that  pass  and  our  own 
Colonies,  if  this  can  be  reconciled  with  the  repeated  pro- 
mises of  Congress  to  our  friends  in  this  country.  With  the 
troops  coming  on,  it  will  be  necessary  to  forward  all  the 
provisions  possible. 

We  have  this  morning  procured  about  three  hundred 
barrels  of  flour,  and  have  some  exi>ectations  of  procurino' 
one  hundred  of  pork,  which  will  be  forwarded  this  evening 

•New-Yohk,  J\Iai/  23,  1776. — By  an  express  from  our  Army  in 
Canada,  who  left  it  on  the  9lh  instant,  at  Point  Deichambault,  about 
sixty  miles  above  Quebeck,  we  are  informed  of  the  following  further 
particulars  relating  to  the  situation  of  our  affairs  in  Canada,  viz  :  That 
the  small-pox  being  in  our  Army  at  Qui-tiech,  occasioned  so  many  of 
them  to  be  sick,  and  the  rest  so  dispersed  at  different  posts  for  the  conve- 
nience of  quarters,  as  that  there  were  but  about  two  hundred  effective 
men  at  Head-Quarters,  where  there  was  no  intrenchment,  nor  breast- 
work, nor  proper  tools  to  erect  any,  and  but  about  six  days'  provisions ; 
that  at  a  council  of  war  it  was  determined  to  leave  the  place  in  two 
or  three  days ;  and  that  General  Wooster,  with  his  own  baggage,  Cap- 
tain Matt,  and  many  others,  had  set  out  on  the  return  a  day  or  two  be- 
fore the  enemy's  ships  and  vessels  (said  to  be  seven  in  all)  appeared  in 
sight.  That  it  was  supposed  General  Carleton  had  notice,  by  spies 
or  deserters,  of  the  resolution  to  abandon  the  siege,  and  the  situation  of 
our  camp  ;  and,  on  that  information,  concluded  on  the  sally  which  was 
made  on  the  6th,  (the  same  morning  the  ships  came  up,)  with  about 
twelve  hundred  men  and  six  field-pieces.  That,  by  the  dress  of  the 
men,  they  were  supposed  not  to  be  regulars,  but  the  people  from  the 
town;  that,  on  the  unexpected  appearance  of  the  ships  and  this  force, 
our  people  quitted  the  place  with  precipitation  and  confusion,  leaving 
their  provision,  baggage,  cannon,  about  two  hundred  sick,  and  every- 
thing else  behind  them.  That  the  cannon  consisted  of  two  twcnty-lour- 
pounders  and  two  twelve-pounders,  several  six  and  four-poundeis,  some 
mortars,  coborns,  howitzers,  all  of  brass,  with  some  iron  pieces  of  various 
sizes.  That  it  was  thought  that  one  hundred  of  the  sick  went  off  with 
the  small-pox  on  them,  and  that  they  were  generally  the  better  for  going 
out;  also,  that  most  of  our  people  from  the  out-posts  escaped  and  got 
together.  That  there  was  no  firing  on  either  side,  but  that,  as  our  people 
proceeded  up  the  river  on  shore,  the  men-of-war  followed,  till  near  tho 
Point  Deachambault,  where  our  people  made  a  stand,  and  the  ships 
went  down  the  river.  That,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  provisions, 
and  to  avoid  sickness,  General  Thomas  kept  with  him  but  about  five 
hundred  men,  intending  to  jiroceed  up  or  down,  according  to  his  strength 
and  accommodations  ;  and  that  the  Canadians,  in  general,  wore  well 
disposed  in  our  favour.  Great  numbers  of  our  troops,  with  provisions, 
ammunition,  &c.,  were  on  the  way,  having  been  retarded  by  the  badness 
of  the  roads,  which  had  been  for  some  time  impassable,  and  prevented 
the  arrival  of  recruits  and  necessaries;  but  that  a  powerful  Army,  well 
appointed  and  provided,  will,  this  campaign,  probably  retrieve  our  affairs, 
and  crown  our  important  enterprise  in  that  country  with  success. 
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or  in  the  morning  to  our  Army.  Tiie  gondola,  heavy  can- 
non, and  mortars,  wiiich  came  last,  are  safe.  I  make  no 
doubt  you  will  take  such  measures  as  the  exigency  of  our 
affairs  require.  Every  information  will  be  forwarded  you 
as  early  as  possible. 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  dear  General,  your 
obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Benedict  Ahnold. 
To  General  Schuyler. 


GENERAL  THOMAS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters,  Point  Desi-hambault,  May  8,  1776. 

Sir  :  Immediately  on  my  arrival  at  the  camp  before  Que- 
beck,  which  was  on  the  1st  instant,  1  examined  into  the  state 
of  the  Army,  and  found  by  the  returns  there  were  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  men.  Of  tliis  number,  only  a  thou- 
sand were  fit  for  duty,  officei's  included  ;  the  remainder 
were  invalids,  chiefly  confined  with  the  small-pox.  Three 
hundred  of  the  effective  wore  soldiers  whose  inlistments 
expired  on  the  15th  ultimo,  many  of  whom  peremptorily 
refused  duty,  and  all  were  very  importunate  to  return  home  ; 
and  two  hundred  others,  engaged  for  the  year,  had  received 
the  infection  of  the  small-pox  by  inoculation,  and  would  in 
a  short  time  be  in  the  Hospitals.  Several  posts  were  neces- 
sary to  be  supported  by  the  small  number  able  to  do  duty, 
at  such  distances  from  each  other  that,  by  means  of  rivers 
and  other  obstructions,  not  more  than  three  hundred  men 
could  be  rallied  to  the  relief  of  any  one  post,  should  it  be 
attacked  by  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy.  In  all  our  ma- 
gazines there  were  but  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of 
powder,  nor  more  than  six  days'  provisions ;  the  French 
inhabitants  (as  I  hinted  in  my  last)  much  disaffected,  so 
that  supplies  of  any  kind  were  obtained  with  great  difficulty 
from  them. 

Considering  these  and  many  other  disagreeable  circum- 
stances, I  thought  it  expedient  to  call  a  council  of  war;  and 
the  council,  consisting  of  Brigadier-General  Woosier  and  all 
the  Field  Officers  in  camp,  after  mature  deliberation,  were 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  as,  upon  the  first  arrival  of  any 
reinforcement  to  the  enemy,  all  communication  by  the  river 
would  inevitably  be  cut  off  by  their  armed  vessels,  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  invalids  immedi- 
ately to  remove  them  to  the  Three  Rivers,  and  to  collect  the 
artillery  and  other  stores,  in  order  to  move  them  and  the 
Army  further  up  the  river  as  soon  as  it  could  conveniently 
be  done,  to  secure  some  posts  where  there  would  be  a  pros- 
.pect  of  resisting  with  Success.  This  was  on  the  5th  instant, 
•and  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day  I  received  certain  in- 
telligence of  fifteen  ships  being  forty  leagues  below  Que- 
beck.  Early  the  next  morning  five  of  them  appeared  in 
sight,  and  the  wind  and  tide  being  favourable,  they  soon 
arrived  before  the  city.  We  were  at  this  time  employed  in 
carrying  the  sick  on  board  the  batteaus,  removing  the  artil- 
lery, &.C.;  the  enemy,  in  landing  their  troops,  and,  as  the 
event  shows,  in  preparing  to  make  a  sally.  Our  movements 
were  retarded  by  the  cliange  the  arrival  of  these  vessels 
produced  in  the  inhabitants,  for  they  would  neither  furnish 
us  with  teams  nor  afford  us  the  least  assistance,  but  kept 
themselves  concealed. 

About  one  o'clock  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy  at- 
tacked our  sentries  and  main-guard,  in  consequence  of  which 
I  instantly  ordered  the  troops  under  arms,  and  detached 
a  party  to  support  the  main-guard,  which  was  now  coming 
off  in  good  order.  By  the  best  judgment  I  could  make, 
the  enemy  were  a  thousand  strong,  formed  into  two  divi- 
sions, in  columns  six  deep.  The  most  that  we  could  collect 
at  this  time  on  the  plains  did  not  exceed  a  quarter  of  that 
number,  with  one  field-piece ;  whereas  the  enemy  were  sup- 
ported with  a  train  of  six  pieces  of  cannon. 

No  intrenchments  had  been  thrown  up,  nor  any  lines 
formed  which  would  serve  for  a  cover ;  we  had  no  place  of 
retreat,  if  we  had  been  overpowered  with  numbers ;  and  a 
defeat  would  have  been  decisive  against  the  whole  Army 
in  this  encampment,  and  victory  would  have  given  us  no 
considerable  advantages,  as  the  enemy  might  securely  have 
retreated  to  their  garrison,  and  their  shipping  entirely  com- 
manded the  river.  This  being  our  situation,  rather  than 
contend  on  so  unequal  ground,  with  so  little  probability  of 
reaping  emolument  by  the  contest,  by  advice  of  the  Field 
Officers  present  I  gave  orders  for  the  Army  to  march  up 


the  river  as  far  as  this  place,  where  the  greater  part  came 
yesterday.  On  my  arrival,  I  without  delay  called  a  coun- 
cil of  war,  a  copy  of  the  determinations  of  which  I  have 
enclosed,  as  I  have  of  that  held  in  camp  before  (^uebeck. 
The  result  of  this  council  was,  as  your  Excellency  will  see, 
to  advance  still  farther  up  the  river,  and  was  founded  qn 
several  reasons,  some  of  which  I  will  suggest :  The  ships 
of  war  were  hastening  forward  with  all  possible  despatch, 
and  had  already  got  up  to  Jacques  Carder,  between  two 
or  three  leagues  distant  from  hence ;  we  had  no  cannon  to 
prevent  their  passing  the  falls  of  Richelieu,  (the  only  ad- 
vantageous jiost  to  fortify  for  this  purpose ;)  our  provisions 
would  not  more  than  subsist  the  Army  for  two  or  three 
days ;  we  should,  therefore,  labour  under  the  same  disad- 
vantages at  Dcschambauli  as  before  Quebeck ;  the  men-of- 
war  would  run  up  the  river,  intercept  all  our  resources,  and 
soon  oblige  us  to  decamp.  I  shall,  however,  send  the  inva- 
lids forward,  and  remain  here  myself  with  about  five  hun- 
dred men,  until  I  receive  advices  from  Montreal,  whether 
such  supplies  can  be  despatched  immediately  as  will  enable 
me  to  defend  this  post.  The  cannon  in  the  batteaus  were 
taken  ;  and  near  two  tons  of  powder,  which  General  Schuy- 
ler had  forwarded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Allen,  were  un- 
fortunately intercepted  by  a  frigate  before  it  reached  the 
camp. 

I  hope  my  conduct  in  these  transactions  will  meet  with 
your  Excellency's  approbation.  I  have  kept  the  impor- 
tance of  the  cause  in  view,  and  acted  according  to  the  best 
of  my  understanding.  I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  on  any  gen- 
tleman who  has  had  the  command  in  this  department ;  but, 
in  my  ideas  of  war,  as  there  was  nothing  which  promised 
success  in  the  issue,  it  would  have  been  highly  proper  to 
have  made  this  movement  some  weeks  past. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedi- 
ent humble  servant,  ^         m 

John  Ihomas. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Camp  before  Quebeck,  ss. 

At  a  Council  of  War,  held  at  Head-Quarters,  May  5th, 
1776_Present: 

Major-General  Thomas,  President. 
Members. 
Brigadier-General  Wooster,     Lieutenant-Colonel  Irvine, 
Colonel  Campbell,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown, 

Colonel  Maxwell,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wait, 

Colonel  Porter,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shreve, 

Colonel  Nicholson,  Major  Morris, 

Colonel  Elmore,  Major  Lockwood. 

Agreed  unanimously.  That,  considering  the  strength  of 
the  garrisons  of  Quebeck  and  the  considerable  force  that 
is  probably  in  it ;  considering  also  the  state  of  the  Conti- 
nental Army  before  the  city,  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
in  number,  a  great  proportion  of  which  being  confined  with 
the  small-pox,  it  is  not  prudent  to  attempt  the  city  by  esca- 
lade. 

Agreed  unanimously.  That  it  is  necessary  for  the  safety 
of  the  invalids  in  camp,  that  they  be  removed  immediately 
to  the  Three  Rivers. 

Agreed  unanimously,  That  the  cannon  at  Point  Levi  and 
other  posts  be  embarked  in  the  boats  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  removed  to  some  tenable  place  up  the  river. 
A  true  copy.     Attest : 

Joseph  Thomas,  Secretary. 

Camp  at  Deschambault,  ss. 

At  a  Council  of  War,  held  at  Head-Quarters,  May  7th, 
1776— Present: 

Major-General  Thomas,  President. 
Members. 
Brig  General  Wooster.    No.    Lieut.  Colonel  Brown.    No. 
Colonel  Burrell.    No.  Lieut.  Colonel  Antill.     Yea. 

Colonel  Campbell.     No.  Lieut.  Colonel  Allen.    Yea. 

Colonel  Elmore.    No.  Lieut.  Col.  Williams.     Yea. 

Colonel  Livingston.    No.       Major  Morris.    No. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Irvine.    No.    Major  Sedgwick.    No. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Shreve.    No.    Major  Ray.    No. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Buel.    No. 
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Question  proposed  by  the  President : 
Is  it  prudent  for  the  Army  in  its  present  atuation  to  at- 
tempt to  make  a  stand  at  this  place  ? 
Carried  in  the  negative. 
2.  What  place  will  be  proper  for  the  Army  to  take  post 

at?' 

Agreed  unanimously,  That  the  Army  take  post  at  some 
convenient  place  near  the  mouth  of  the  Sorcl. 
A  tme  copy.     Attest  : 

Joseph  Thomas,  Secretary. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  CAMP  AT  THE  MOUTH 
OF  THE  SOREL,  DATED  MAY  14,  1776. 

We  have  here  Generals  Woostcr,  Arnold,  the  Prussian 
General,  [  fVocdtkc,]  and  about  fifteen  hundred  good  troops. 
Two  battalions  are  just  arrived  from  Cambridge,  and  one 
gone  to  Montreal.  Colonel  Poor  and  his  battalion  are  ex- 
pected every  minute,  with  General  Thompson.  Here  is  to 
be  our  grand  stand.  We  are  now  fortifying,  but  the  main 
body  is  not  yet  come  up  from  Deschambmdt.  There  are  six 
battalions  more  on  their  way  to  this  place.  This  fortification 
is  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel,  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
where  our  provisions  and  stores  come  down  into  Canada. 
As  soon  as  the  six  battalions  arrive,  I  hope  we  shall  be  able 
to  drive  them  faster  than  they  drove  us. 


JONATHAN  STURGES  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

PairOeld,  May  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  A  letter  has  lately  been  received  from  Captain  Har- 
ding, commander  of  the  brig  Defence,  one  of  our  Colony 
armed  vessels,  that  he  hath  taken  a  small  sloop  in  the  Sound 
with  ten  Tories  on  board,  who,  on  examination,  confessed 
they  were  bound  to  Long-Island,  in  order  to  join  the  Ministe- 
rial troops.  They  are  in  custody,  and  expected  in  town  soon. 
At  the  time  they  were  taken  some  of  the  party  gave  the 
Captain  infonnation  that  there  was  a  large  number  at 
Reading,  a  town  adjoining  this,  who  were  in  the  combina- 
tion. Upon  the  receipt  of  Captain  Harding's  letter,  a 
party  was  despatched  immediately  to  Reading,  who  have 
brought  in  ten  of  the  persons  named  as  being  in  the  plot, 
and  more  are  expected  from  other  places.  The  circum- 
stances attending  this  affair  are  not  yet  fully  known,  as  those 
who  have  already  been  brought  in  have  not  had  an  exami- 
nation ;  but  we  think  we  know  enough  to  convince  us  that 
a  horrid  plot  is  laid  by  the  Tories  to  destroy  the  people  of 
the  country,  to  co-operate  with  our  enemies  in  every  measure 
to  reduce  us,  and  that  Long-Island  is  appointed  for  head- 
quarters. We  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  give  this  informa- 
tion, and  beg  leave  to  propose  to  your  Excellency  whether 
a  body  of  the  Army  under  your  command,  sent  on  to  the 
Island,  to  spread  over  the  whole,  and  break  up  the  gang, 
would  not  be  of  publick  service.  Should  your  Excellency 
think  proper  to  adopt  this,  or  a  like  measure,  our  people 
would  readily  join  to  assist ;  and,  upon  notice  of  the  time 
when,  and  the  place  where,  they  should  land  on  the  Island, 
to  prevent  their  escape  eastward,  would  land  one  hundred 
or  more  men,  and  also  place  guards  on  our  shore  at  different 
places.  We  are  alarmed,  and  engaged  to  do  everything 
necessary,  but  submit  the  whole  to  your  wise  conduct ;  and 
are,  with  great  troth  and  regard,  your  Excellency's  most 
humble  servants. 

Signed  by  the  desire  and  in  behalf  of  a  number  of  the 
Committee  of  Inspection  and  other  gentlemen,  per 

Jonathan  Sturges. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  in  "Netv- 

York.  _ 

List  of  Tories  gone  from  the  Main  to  Long-Island,  enclos- 
ed by  Jos  kthxn  Sturges  to  Genera?  Washington,  May, 
1776. 


Joseph  Bates,  of  Reading. 
Abel  Seely,  do. 

Aaron  Lyon,  do. 

John  Cardwell,  Fairfield. 
Lewis  Bennett,       do. 
Ezeliiel  Lyon,  Reading. 
Daniel  Lyon,  3d,  Fairfield. 


Ezekiel  Jenning,  Fairfield. 
Jonathan  Knapp,  Reading. 
Prince  Hawse,  do. 

Peter  Fairchild,         do.,      proposed 

for  Captain. 
Stephen  I-#acey,  Reading. 
Thomas  Turney,  Jun.,  Fairfield. 


R.    DERBY,  J^'N.,  TO    THOMAS    CUSHING. 

Salem,  May  14,  1776. 

Sir:  The  honourable  the  Council,  some  time  since,  did 
me  the  honour  to  appoint  me  one  of  a  Committee  for  build- 
ing armed  vessels ;  and  agreeable  to  my  directions,  I  have 
had  one  of  said  vesscils  completed  more  than  three  weeks 
ago,  which  vessel  might  now  have  been  on  a  cruise  against 
our  unnatural  enemies,  had  I  been  furnislied  witii  cannon 
and  other  necessary  implements.  I  think  it  is  of  impor- 
tance that  no  more  time  should  be  lost ;  and  if  your  Honour 
is  of  the  same  opinion,  I  beg  you  will  assist  the  bearer,  one 
of  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Tyrannicide,  in  procuring  cannon 
for  said  vessel.  Commodore  Manly,  last  evening  from  Bos- 
ton, informs  me  that  he  saw  a  considerable  number  of  six- 
pound  cannon  with  only  one  trunnion  off,  which  is  of  very 
little  consequence,  as  they  can  soon  be  repaired. 

I  have  ordered  the  bearer,  and  with  your  leave  he  will 
tarry  and  see  these  guns  put  on  board  a  boat  for  this  place, 
where  I  have  the  carriages,  provisions,  kc,  &,c.,  for  said 
vessel  ready ;  six-pound  shot  and  twelve  swivel  guns  are 
also  wanted,  and  some  pistols,  if  to  be  obtained. 

The  plan  on  which  these  vessels  were  ordered  to  be  con- 
structed is  by  no  means  agreeable  to  me.  I  have  made  some 
little  alterations  in  the  one  now  completed,  and  have  taken 
tlie  freedom,  in  the  one  1  am  now  building,  to  make  many 
more :  such  as  increasing  the  length  six  feet,  two  inches 
more  dead  rising,  and  six  inches  more  beam.  This  vessel 
will  soon  be  completed,  and  it  is  time  even  now  to  begin  to 
procure  materials  for  fixing  her.  I  have  rigging  enough, 
but  duck  will  be  wanted.  Nothing  on  my  part  shall  be 
wanted,  if  it  can  be  avoided. 

Please  excuse  my  inaccuracies,  as  I  have  written  very 
hastily,  and  believe  me  to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  ser- 

''^"^'  R.  Derby,  Jun. 

To  the  Honourable  T.  Cashing,  Esq. 

P.  S.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  see  the  Commit- 
tee, and  hope  the  alterations  I  have  made,  without  their  con- 
sent, will  be  overlooked,  as  I  had  no  other  motive  in  doing 
it  but  making  the  vessel  more  fit  for  publick  service  as  a 
cruiser. 


The  above  from  information. 


Jonathan  Sturges. 


GENERAL  CARLETON  TO  LORD  GEORGE  GERMAINE. 

Quebeck,  May  14,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  After  this  town  had  been  closely  invested  by 
the  Rebels  for  five  months,  and  had  defeated  all  their  at- 
tempts, the  Surprise  frigate,  Isis,  and  sloop  Martin,  came 
into  the  basin  the  6th  instant.  As  soon  as  that  part  of  the 
Twenty-Ninth  they  had  on  board,  with  their  Marines,  (in 
all  about  two  hundred,)  were  landed,  they,  with  the  great- 
est part  of  the  garrison,  by  this  time  much  improved  and  in 
high  spirits,  marched  out  of  the  ports  of  St.  Louis  and  St. 
Johns,  to  see  what  those  mighty  boasters  were  about.  They 
were  found  very  busy  in  their  preparations  for  a  retreat.  A 
few  shots  being  exchanged,  the  line  marched  forward,  and 
the  plains  were  soon  cleared  of  those  plunderers ;  all  their 
artillery,  military  stores,  scaling-ladders,  petards,  &;c.,  Stc, 
were  abandoned.  The  Surprise,  Martin,  and  a  Province 
armed  vessel,  went  up  the  river,  when  they  also  quitted  the 
Gaspe  and  the  armed  schooner  Mary.  The  rear  of  the 
Rebels  have  halted  at  Deschambault ;  and  the  Stirprise, 
with  the  other  two  vessels,  are  a  little  upon  this  side  of  the 
falls  of  Richelieu. 

This  ended  our  siege  and  blockade ;  during  which,  the 
mixed  garrison  of  soldiers,  sailors,  British  and  Canadian 
Militia,  with  the  artificers  from  Halifax  and  JSicufoundland, 
showed  great  zeal  and  patience,  under  very  severe  duty  and 
uncommon  vigilance,  indispensable  in  a  place  liable  to  be 
stormed,  besides  great  labour  necessary  to  render  such  at- 
tempts less  practicable.  Notwithstanding  the  inclement 
season,  they  preserved  good  health,  and  their  spirits  in- 
creased every  day.  A  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  Howe 
will  inform  your  Lordship  of  our  situation  to  the  defeat  of 
the  Rebels  upon  the  31st  o{  December. 

For  three  months  after,  they  confined  their  operations 
to  the  preventing  all  supplies  from  coming  to  town,  and  in 
burning  our  suburbs  and  shipping.  The  latter  have  almost 
all  escaped ;  but  the  greatest  part  of  the  suburbs  of  St. 
Roque  and  St.  Johns  have  been  burnt ;  the  remainder  was 
brought  into  town  for  fuel,  which  was  much  wanted. 
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The  beginning  of  February,  the  Rebels  again  attempted 
to  enter  into  a  correspondence  by  a  flag  of  truce,  encouraged 
to  it,  I  suppose,  by  a  permission  granted  for  the  prisoners' 
baggage  to  enter  the  town  ;  but  as  they  were  told  imme- 
diately to  withdraw,  unless  they  came  to  implore  the  King's 
mercy,  they  have  not  since  returned. 

March  25th,  the  advance  guard  of  a  party  raised  by 
Mr.  Beaujeu,  to  relieve  the  town,  was  deieated ;  the  rest 
dispersed.  The  31st,  it  was  discovered  that  the  Rebel  pri- 
soners had  formed  a  plot  to  escape,  to  seize  the  guard  of  6V. 
Johns  gate,  and  let  in  Mr.  Arnold ;  which  was  effectually 
"disappointed. 

The  4th  o{  April,  the  Rebels  opened  a  battery  of  four 
guns  and  one  howitzer  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
St.  Lawrence ;  and  the  22d,  another  of  two  guns  and  one 
howitzer  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  St.  Charles. 
These  were  also  intended  to  burn  the  town  and  shipping  ; 
from  both  they  fired  red  hot  balls.  The  23d,  they  attempted 
throwing  some  shells  into  town  from  a  battery  on  the  heights 
opposite  to  Port  St.  Louis.  Alt  these  batteries  were  much 
damaged  by  our  artillery. 

May  3d,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  a  fire-ship  attempt- 
ed to  run  into  the  Cul-du-Sac,  where  the  greatest  part  of 
our  shipping  were  laid  up  ;  but  this  also  proved  abortive,  and 
she  burned  to  the  water's  edre  without  doinc;  us  the  least 
injury.  It  is  supposed  they  intended  a  general  assault,  had 
they  succeeded  in  setting  fire  to  the  ships  and  lower  town. 

1  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  doing  justice  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Maclean,  who  has  been  indefatigably  zealous 
in  the  King's  service,  and  to  his  regiment,  wherein  he  has  col- 
lected a  number  of  experienced  good  officers,  who  have  been 
very  useful.  Colonel  Hamilton,  Captain  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  Lizard,  who  commanded  the  battalion  of  seamen,  his 
officers  and  men,  discharged  their  duty  with  great  alacrity  and 
spirit.  .  The  same  thing  must  be  acknowledged  of  the  mas- 
ters, infeiior  officers,  and  seamen,  belonging  to  his  Majesty's 
transports  and  merchantmen,  detained  here  last  fall ;  only 
one  seaman  deserted  the  whole  time.  The  Militia,  British 
and  Canadian,  behaved  with  a  steadiness  and  resolution 
that  could  hardly  have  been  expected  from  men  unused  to 
arms.  Judges  and  other  officers  of  Government,  as  well 
as  merchants,  cheerfully  submitted  to  every  inconvenience 
to  preserve  the  town ;  the  whole,  indeed,  upon  the  occa- 
sion, showed  a  spirit  and  perseverance  that  do  them  great 
honour. 

The  Forty-Seventh,  from  Halifax,  and  the  greatest  part 
of  the  Twenty-Ninth,  are  since  arrived. 

Major  Caldwell,  who  commanded  the  British  Militia  all 
•winter,  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant,  and  is  bearer 
of  these  despatches  to  your  Lordship,  has  proved  himself  a 
faithful  subject  of  his  Majesty,  and  an  active  diligent  officer. 
He,  and  indeed  almost  every  loyal  subject,  are  very  consi- 
derable suflierers  by  the  present  hostile  invasion. 


I  am,  k,c..  Sic. 


Guy  Carleton. 


To  Lord  George  Germaine. 


Admiralty  Office,  June  11, 1776. 

By  lettere  from  Captain  Douglas,  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
the  Isis,  dated  Q^uebeclc,  the  8th  and  15th  of  May,  received 
yesterday  by  Captain  Hamilton,  late  of  the  Lizard,  who 
arrived  from  thence  in  his  Majesty's  sloop  the  Hunter,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  Isis,  which  sailed  from  Portland  on  the  11th 
of  March,  having  succours  on  board  for  the  relief  of  the 
place,  made  the  Island  of  St.  Peter's  on  the  1 1th  of  April; 
that  he  had  from  thence,  widi  the  greatest  difficulty,  made 
his  way,  pressing  the  ship,  by  force  of  sail,  for  fifty  or  sixty 
leagues  through  large  fields  of  thick  ice ;  that  on  the  21st 
of  April,  when  he  got  clear  of  the  ice,  he  made  the  Island 
of  Aniicostie,  and  the  same  evening  entered  the  river  St. 
Lawrtrwe ;  that  on  the  30th,  he  anchored  in  a  snow-storm 
near  the  Pilgrim  Islands,  and  from  thence,  as  the  storm 
cleared  up,  observed  successive  smokes  from  cape  to  cape, 
towards  Quebeck ;  and  that,  after  various  obstacles  from 
fogs,  calms,  or  contrary  winds,  he  arrived,  on  the  3d  of  May, 
Dear  Isle-aux-Coudres,  where  he  was  joined  by  his  Majes- 
ty's ship  the  Surprise,  and  Martin  sloop,  which  sailed  on 
the  20th  of  March  from  Plymouth,  having  likewise  succours 
on  board. 

Captain  Douglas  adds,  that  having  secured  here  all  the 
French  pilots,  and  every  hour  becoming  more  and  more 


precious,  he  gave  orders  on  the  5th  of  May,  to  Captain 
Linzee,  of  the  Surprise,  to  make  the  best  of  his  way,  and 
gave  notice  to  Governour  Carleton  of  the  approaching  re- 
lief. Captain  Linzee  arrived  in  view  of  the  town  at  six 
o'clock  the  next  morning ;  and  after  answering  the  private 
signals  from  the  garrison,  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  basin  of 
^uebeck,  between  the  Rebel  battery  on  Point  Levi  and  the 
lower  town,  where  the  Isis  and  Martin  came  to  an  anchor 
also,  very  soon  after,  and  the  several  detachments  they  had 
on  board  were  immediately  landed. 

Captain  Douglas  further  observes,  that  the  General, 
wisely  availing  himself  of  the  different  impressions  which 
the  arrival  of  die  ships  had  made  on  the  minds  of  the  Re- 
bels, marched  out  to  give  Uiem  battle,  but  that  they  as  in- 
stantly retreated  ;  on  which  Captain  Douglas  ordered  Cap- 
tain Linzee  and  Captain  Harvey,  of  the  Martin  sloop,  with 
a  Province  armed  vessel,  to  proceed  up  the  river  as  far  as 
the  Rapids,  in  hopes  to  annoy  them  in  their  retreat ;  which 
was  attended  with  good  effect,  as  it  hindered  the  parties  on 
the  opposite  sides  of  the  river  from  joining  in  their  flight  to- 
wards Montreal.  He  represents  their  flight  to  have  been 
very  precipitate,  as  they  left  not  only  their  cannon  undis- 
charged, their  ammunition,  scaling-ladders,  intrenching  tools, 
and  provisions,  but  even  many  of  them  their  muskets. 

The  Surprise  and  Martin  were  further  successful  in 
taking  an  armed  schooner  belonging  to  the  Rebels,  carry- 
ing four  six-pounders  and  six  three-pounders  ;  but  the  men 
escaped  into  the  woods.  They  also  recovered  his  Majesty's 
schooner  the  Gaspe,  which,  in  the  last  winter,  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  Rebels,  and  had  been  sunk  by  them, 
but  was  soon  weighed,  and  found  to  be  not  materially  da- 
maged. 

It  also  appears  from  Captain  Douglas's  letters,  that  on 
the  8th  of  May  his  Majesty's  ship  Niger  arrived  with  three 
transports,  having  on  board  the  Forty-Seventh  Regiment 
from  Halifax ;  and  that  on  the  10th,  Captain  Lutwidge,  of 
his  Majesty's  ship  the  Triton,  arrived  with  the  Lord  Howe 
and  Bute,  transports,  having  troops  on  board,  together  with 
the  British  Queen,  Agnes,  and  Beaver,  victuallers,  from 
England. 

Captain  Douglas  speaks  highly  in  commendation  of  the 
Captains  and  officei-s  of  the  ships  employed  to  carry  suc- 
cours, for  their  perseverance  and  exertion  in  the  many  diffi- 
culties they  had  to  encounter  in  the  passage  through  the 
Gulf,  and  in  every  other  part  of  the  service. 


GENERAL.    LEWIS    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  May  27,  1776.] 

Williamsburgh,  May  15,  1776. 

Honourable  Sir:  On  receiving  the  commission  I  am 
honoured  with  from  the  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, I  made  no  doubt  of  an  Aid-de-Camp  being  allowed 
a  Brigadier,  therefore  brought  one  into  the  service ;  and 
whatever  may  be  the  consequences  as  to  pay,  I  find  myself 
under  the  necessity  of  keeping  him  in  that  necessary  em- 
ploy, as  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  do  without  such  assist- 
ance, he  acting  as  Secretary  as  well  as  otherways,  even  when 
General  Lee  is  present ;  and  much  more  so  must  it  be  when 
the  command  devolves  on  me,  which  is  frequently  the 
case.  At  present.  General  Lee  is  on  his  way  to  North-Ca- 
rolina ;  his  return  (depending  on  the  motions  of  the  enemy) 
uncertain.  The  Continental  troops  in  this  Colony  are  now 
under  my  command.  I  wish  not  to  add  a  farthing  needless 
expense  to  the  service,  but  hope  that  this  expense  will  be 
considered  by  the  honourable  Congress  as  necessary  and 
unavoidable,  as  is  really  the  case,  and  will  be  allowed. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  will  send  by  the  next  post  a 
proper  return  of  the  officers. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant, 

Andrew  Lewis,  Brigadier-General. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  &c. 


To  Charles  Patteson  and  John  Cabell,  Gentlemen, 
Delegates  for  the  County  of  Buckingham,  in  Virginia, 
now  in  General  Convention  : 

The  Address  and  Instructions  of  the  Freeholders  of  the 
said  County. 

Gentlemen  :  As  you  were  elected  and  deputed  by  us  to 
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fill  the  most  difficult  and  important  place  that  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  this  County  were  ever  apjwinted  to  act  in,  we 
cannot,  in  justice  to  ourselves  and  posterity,  forbear  to  give 
some  instructions  concerning  the  discharge  of  your  great 
trust.  In  this  we  have  the  example  of  many,  but  would  not 
tie  you  down  in  a  manner  too  strict  and  positive.  Though 
a  general  confidence  in  your  honesty  and  wisdom  may  be 
required,  yet,  in  some  great  and  leading  questions,  it  may  not 
be  unnecessary  to  take  the  sense  of  your  constituents.  We 
give  you  ours  in  the  plainest,  easiest,  and  best  method  it  can 
be  collected.  If  it  does  not  agree  with  the  general  opinion, 
we  trust  at  least  it  will  be  pardonable.  Actuated  by  a  warm 
and  sincere  regard  for  the  interests  and  rights  of  mankind, 
and  a  deep  sense  of  our  present  situation,  we  wish  to  think 
and  proceed  aright  in  affairs  of  such  great  consequence ; 
and  are  willing,  therefore,  to  submit  our  opinions  to  the  can- 
did judgment  of  the  publick. 

The  unhappy  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  these 
United  Colonies  seems  now  to  have  arrived  at  a  crisis,  (ixjm 
whence  events  ought  to  take  place  which,  at  the  beginning, 
we  beheve,  were  in  contemplation  of  but  a  few,  and  even 
by  them  viewed  at  a  much  greater  distance.  When  dissen- 
sions first  arose,  we  felt  our  hearts  warmly  attached  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Royal  family ;  but  now, 
the  case  is  much  altered.  At  that  time,  we  wished  to  look 
upon  the  Ministry  and  Parliament  as  the  only  fountains  from 
which  the  bitter  waters  flowed,  and  considered  the  King  as 
deceived  and  misguided  by  his  counselloi-s  ;  and  were,  there- 
fore, led  to  think  that  he  might,  in  a  proper  time,  open  his 
eyes,  and  become  a  mediator  between  his  contending  sub- 
jects. The  measures,  however,  still  pursued  against  Ame- 
rica, leave  no  room  to  expect  such  an  interposition,  from 
motives  of  goodness  and  affection ;  or  with  concessions, 
which  may  be  justly  required.  Our  enemies  denounce  our 
ruin,  from  the  whole  tenor  of  their  conduct ;  and  the  King's 
Speeches  and  Addresses,  Resolutions,  and  Acts  of  the  Par- 
liament, are  evidently  concerted  to  carry  their  great  and 
favourite  point.  Prospects  of  a  reconciliation  have  opened 
themselves  to  some,  but  they,  we  fear,  were  only  the  igno- 
rant, credulous,  and  unwary  ;  and,  even  to  them,  they  must, 
ere  this,  have  closed  with  more  threatening  appearances. 
The  gracious  receipt  of  a  Continental  Petition,  and  the  bare 
mention  of  Commissioners,  have  been  severally  constmed 
good  marks  of  reconcilement  and  peace,  by  those  who  too 
fondly  hoped  what  was  generally  desired. 

When  the  British  Parliament  assumed  an  absolute  power 
over  us,  and  attempted  to  exercise  that  power,  an  opposition 
was  formed  in  the  United  Colonies  the  most  pacifick  which 
could  be  adopted  with  any  probability  of  success,  in  the 
last  resort,  should  our  enemies  persist  in  their  measures,  and 
endeavour  to  drive  us  into  submission  by  force.  This  oppo- 
sition became  a  great  offence  in  their  eyes ;  our  Petitions 
were  treated  with  contempt,  our  actions  termed  rebellious, 
and  arms  used  to  subdue  us.  As  the  Colonies  seemed 
determined,  from  the  first,  to  maintain  thoir  rights,  and  the 
rights  of  a  free  people,  they  were  obliged  to  oppose  force 
with  force ;  and,  for  the  effectual  purpose  thereof,  as  occa- 
sions required,  to  take  into  their  own  hands  the  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  powers  of  Government.  This  was 
a  necessary  consequence,  and  no  settled  and  permanent 
opposition  could  be  made  without  it.  They  violated  the 
faith  of  Charters,  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and 
attempted  to  destroy  our  legal  as  well  as  natural  rights. 
We  could  do  nothing  without  forming  at  least  a  temporary 
Government  of  our  own,  by  laying  aside  that  part  and  dis- 
pensing with  those  forms  of  the  old  Constitution  which  were 
incompatible  with  our  safety  or  success.  They  have  broken 
through  positive  laws  and  express  acts  of  Assembly,  as  well 
as  the  ties  which  unite  man  to  man  in  general  affection  ;  by 
which  means  they  have  become  felons  and  enemies  under 
those  laws.  In  the  struggle,  the  lives  of  hundreds  have 
been  destroyed ;  flourishing  towns  burnt  down  and  demo- 
lished; property  seized  and  taken,  secretly  and  openly; 
thousands  reduced  from  easy  and  affluent  circumstances  to 
poverty  and  distress ;  and  all  the  horroui-s  of  an  expensive 
and  dreadful  war  experienced.  We  have  opposed  with  arms, 
and  persevered  in  our  measures,  with  a  resolution  to  main- 
tain our  rights,  and  regarded  no  law  heretofore  made  but  as 
it  was  found  consistent  with  such  a  laudable  design.  Both 
sides  grow  every  day  more  and  more  incensed,  from  circum- 
stances which  always  arise  in  such  contests ;  and  the  general 


confidence,  so  necessary  to  the  support  of  every  kind  of 
Government,  seems  entirely  annihilated,  without  a  prospect 
of  reunion  of  affections  sufficient  to  restore  it.  It  becomes 
daily  more  out  of  their  power,  and  further  from  their  incli- 
nation, to  put  us  on  the  footing  where  we  stood  at  the  close 
of  the  last  war,  or  repair  the  great  damages  we  have  sus- 
tained ;  which,  if  they  should  ever  confess  their  error,  and 
desire  to  close  with  us  on  the  terms  we  have  hitherto  offered, 
they  must,  in  justice  and  reason,  agree  ought  to  be  done. 

Besides,  the  welfare  of  ourselves  and  future  generations 
obliges  us  to  turn  matters  over  in  every  point  of  view,  and 
consider  what  has  been  the  issue  of  contests  most  similar  to 
our  own.  As  virtue  or  publick  spirit  cannot  be  thoroughly 
lost  in  any  country,  but  must  survive  in  the  breasts  of  many 
individuals,  so  it  would  be  too  sanguine  to  imagine  that  any 
country  is  without  some  men  of  ambitious  and  selfish  views ; 
who,  taking  the  advantage  of  favourable  opportunities,  and 
an  unsettled  state,  turn  the  scale  too  much  to  their  own  side, 
and  destroy  the  liberty,  or  fix  the  chains  of  their  country. 
This  evil,  we  find,  generally  arises  in,  or  after,  civil  broils, 
when  the  people  have  no  established  Government,  or  are 
led,  from  a  sense  of  danger,  or  unlimited  confidence,  to  give 
themselves  up  blindly  to  their  leadere.  This  misfortune, 
we  hope,  will  never  happen  among  us ;  nor  do  we  believe 
that,  at  this  time,  there  are  any  of  influence  or  inclination 
to  effect  or  desire  it.  However,  it  is  better  to  prevent  evils 
than  have  them  to  remedy  ;  and  no  pr<!caution  can  be  too 
great  for  the  attainment  of  every  valuable  end  to  mankind. 
When  things  are  fixed  in  a  point  beyond  the  present,  many 
advantages  may  ])robably  accrue.  We,  therefore,  your  con- 
stituents, recommend  to,  and  instruct  you,  as  far  as  your 
voices  will  contribute,  to  cause  a  total  and  final  separation 
from  Great  Britain  to  take  place  as  soon  as  possible ;  or, 
as  we  conceive  this  great  point  will  not  come  within  your 
immediate  province,  that,  as  far  as  in  your  power,  you  cause 
such  instructions  to  be  given  to  the  Delegates  from  this  Co- 
lony to  the  Continental  Congress  ;  that  you  weigh  well  the 
importance  of  the  matter,  and  endeavour  to  lodge  power  in 
the  hands  of  those  whose  honesty,  wisdom,  and  love  for 
their  country,  will  direct  them  to  use  it  for  the  publick  good  ; 
that,  as  far  as  your  voices  are  admitted,  you  cause  a  fi-ee 
and  happy  Constitution  to  be  established,  with  a  renuncia- 
tion of  the  old,  and  so  much  thereof  as  has  been  found  in- 
convenient and  oppressive  ;  and  that  you  endeavour  to  fix 
a  publick  jealousy  in  this  Constitution,  as  an  essential  prin- 
ciple of  its  support. 

In  the  present  unsettled  state  of  af&irs,  when  the  Govern- 
ment erected  among  us  is  confessed  on  all  hands  to  be  only 
temporary,  for  the  immediate  purpose  of  opposing  the  arbi- 
trary strides  of  Great  Britain,  and  effecting  a  reconciliation 
with  the  mother  country,  when  the  contest  is  between  sub- 
ject and  subject,  with  the  established  power  of  peace  and  war 
at  the  head  of  our  enemies,  and  our  professions  and  actions 
tend  only  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation,  we' have  not  the 
least  room  to  beheve  that  any  foreign  nation  will  espouse 
our  cause  in  an  open  and  avowed  manner ;  but  when  we 
lay  aside  these  considerations,  and  bid  the  last  adieu,  some 
foreign  powers  may,  for  their  own  interest,  lend  an  assisting 
hand,  settle  a  trade,  and  enable  us  to  discharge  the  great 
burdens  of  the  war,  which  otherwise  may  become  intolera- 
ble. Here  again  we  would  direct  you,  as  far  as  relates  to 
your  province,  to  beware  of  any  other  than  Commercial  alli- 
ances with  foreigners,  and  to  keep  their  armies  off  your 
shores,  if  possible.  We  ask  for  a  full  representation,  free 
and  frequent  elections,  and  that  no  standing  armies  whatever 
should  be  kept  up  in  times  of  peace. 

We  trust  you  will  use  your  utmost  care  and  circumspec- 
tion at  this  trying  crisis,  that  as  America  is  the  last  part  of 
the  world  which  has  contended  for  her  liberty,  so  she  may 
be  the  most  free  and  happy.  She  has  many  advantages, 
which  others,  in  nearly  her  circumstances,  have  not  known  ; 
arising  from  her  situation  and  strength,  and  the  experience 
of  all  before  to  profit  by.  View  well  the  defects  in  other 
Governments,  and  consider  the  visible  causes  which  reduced 
them  from  freedom  to  slavery,  or  raised  them  from  slavery 
to  liberty;  and  learn  by  these  examples.  It  was  by  a 
revolution,  and  the  choice  of  the  people,  that  the  present 
Royal  family  was  seated  on  the  throne  of  Great  Britain, 
and  we  conceive  the  Supreme  Being  hath  left  it  in  our 
power  to  choose  what  Government  we  please  for  our  civil 
and  religious  happiness ;  and  when  that  becomes  defective, 
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or  deviates  from  the  end  of  its  institution,  and  cannot  be 
coiTected,  that  the  people  may  form  themselves  into  another, 
avoiding  the  defects  of  the  former.  This  we  would  now 
wish  to  have  effected,  as  soon  as  the  general  consent  ap- 
proves, and  the  wisdom  of  our  councils  will  admit ;  that  we 
may,  as  far  as  possible,  keep  up  our  primary  object,  and  not 
lose  ourselves  in  hankering  after  a  reconciliation  with  Great 
Britain.  Good  Government  alone,  and  the  prosperity  of 
mankind,  can  be  in  the  divine  intention.  We  pray,  there- 
fore, that,  under  the  superintending  providence  of  the  Ruler 
of  the  Universe,  a  Government  may  be  established  in  Ame- 
rica, the  most  free,  happy,  and  permanent,  that  human 
wisdom  can  contrive,  and  the  perfection  of  man  maintain. 
Published  by  order  of  the  Committee  : 

RoLFE  Eldridge,  CkrJc. 
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VIRGINIA    CONVENTION    TO    MARYLAND    CONVENTION. 

Virginia,  May  22,  1776. 

I  am  honoured  with  the  commands  of  the  General  Con- 
vention of  this  Colony,  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed  resolu- 
tions, which  they  have  thought  it  indispensably  necessary  to 
enter  into  at  this  important  crisis  ;  requesting  you  will  com- 
municate their  contents  to  the  Convention  of  your  Colony, 
for  their  -consideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
Edmund  Pendleton,  President. 

To  the  President  of  the  honourable  Convention  of  Mary- 
land. 

Virginia,  in  Convention,  Wednesday,  May  15,  1776. 
Present  one  hundred  and  twelve  Members. 

Forasmuch  as  all  the  endeavours  of  the  United  Colonies, 
by  the  most  decent  representations  and  petitions  to  the  King 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  restore  peace  and  se- 
curity to  America  under  the  British  Government,  and  a 
reunion  with  that  people  upon  just  and  liberal  terms,  instead 
of  a  redress  of  grievances,  have  produced  from  an  imperious 
and  vindictive  Administration  increased  insult,  oppression, 
and  a  vigorous  attempt  to  effect  our  total  destruction.  By 
a  late  act,  all  these  Colonies  are  declared  to  be  in  rebellion, 
and  out  of  the  protection  of  the  British  crown  ;  our  proper- 
ties subject  to  confiscation ;  our  people,  when  captivated, 
compelled  to  join  in  the  murder  and  plunder  of  their  rela- 
tions and  countrymen  ;  and  all  former  rapine  and  oppression 
of  Americans  declared  legal  and  just.  Fleets  and  Armies 
are  raised,  and  the  aid  of  foreign  troops  engaged  to  assist 
these  destructive  purposes.  The  King's  representative  in 
this  Colony  hath  not  only  withheld  all  the  powers  of  Go- 
vernment from  operating  for  our  safety,  but,  having  retired 
on  board  an  armed  ship,  is  carrying  on  a  piratical  and 
savage  war  against  us,  tempting  our  slaves,  by  every  arti- 
fice, to  resort  to  him,  and  training  and  employing  them 
against  their  masters. 

In  this  state  of  extreme  danger  we  have  no  alternative 
left  but  an  abject  submission  to  the  will  of  those  overbearing 
tyrants,  or  a  to'tal  separation  from  the  Crown  and  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  uniting  and  exerting  all  the  strength 
o(  America  for  defence,  and  forming  alliances  with  foreign 
powers  for  commerce  and  aid  in  war. 

Wherefore,  appealing  to  the  Searcher  of  hearts  for  the 
sincerity  of  fonner  declarations,  expressing  our  desire  to  pre- 
serve the  connection  with  that  nation,  and  that  we  are  driven 
from  that  inclination  by  their  wicked  counsels,  and  the  eter- 
nal laws  of  self-preservation: 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Delegates  appointed 
to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress  be  instructed 
to  propose  to  that  respectable  body  to  declare  the  United 
Colonies  free  and  independent  States ;  absolved  from  all 
allegiance  to,  or  dependance  upon,  the  Crown  or  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  they  give  the  assent  of  this 
Colony  to  such  declaration,  and  to  whatever  measures  may 
be  thought  proper  and  necessary  by  the  Congress  for  forming 
foreign  alliances,  and  a  confederation  of  the  Colonies,  at  such 
time  and  in  the  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  best.  Pro- 
vided, that  the  power  of  forming  Government  for  and  the 
regulations  of  the  internal  concerns  of  the  Colony,  be  left  to 
the  respective  Colonial  Legislatures. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  a  Declaration  of  Rights,  and  such  a  plan  of  Go- 


vernment as  will  be  most  likely  to  maintain  peace  and  order 
in  this  Colony,  and  secure  substantial  and  equal  liberty  to 
the  people.* 

Edmund  Pendleton,  President. 


extracts  FROM  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CONVENTION 
OF  MARYLAND,  HELD  AT  THE  CITY  OF  ANNAPOLIS,  MAY 
15,  1776. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  peace  and  good  order  of 
this  Province  should  be  maintained  as  much  as  possible,  and 
it  appearing  to  this  Convention  that  sundry  ofiicers,  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  have  refused  to  take  upon  them 
the  respective  trusts  to  which  they  have  been  appointed, 
alleging  scruples  to  take  the  usual  oaths  to  Government, 
during  the  unhappy  differences  with  Great  Britain : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  oaths  be  dispensed  with  during 
the  said  differences  ;  and  that  the  persons  already  appointed, 
or  who  may  hereafter  be  appointed,  do  qualify  themselves 
for  their  trust,  by  taking  the  respective  oaths  of  office  to 
which  they  are  or  may  be  appointed.  And  all  persons 
concerned  either  in  administering  or  taking  the  said  oaths 
of  office,  independent  of  the  said  oaths  to  the  Government, 
may  rest  assured  that  proper  measures  shall  be  taken,  upon 
the  settlement  of  those  differences,  (an  event  we  most  ar- 
dently wish  for,)  to  indemnify  them  against  any  penalties 
directed  by  any  laws  to  be  inflicted  on  pei-sons  acting  as 
aforesaid,  without  having  first  taken  the  said  oaths. 

May  21. — On  reading  a  second  time,  and  considering 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th  day  of  this  instant, 
transmitted  to  this  Convention  by  the  Deputies  attending 
for  this  Province  in  Congress,  by  express : 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  people  of  this  Province 
have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regulating  the  internal 
government  and  police  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
vention, that  this  Convention  hath  ample  power  to  draw 
the  whole  force  of  this  Province  into  action  against  the 
armed  force  that  is  or  may  be  employed  to  carry  into  exe- 
cution the  several  unconstitutional  and  oppressive  acts  of 
the  British  Parliament  for  laying  taxes  in  America,  to 
enforce  the  collection  of  those  taxes,  and  for  altering  and 
changing  the  constitution  and  internal  police  of  some  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  this  Province  has  hitherto 
exerted  itself,  and  will,  upon  all  occasions,  continue  to  exert 
itself  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  in  the  common  cause, 
agreeable  to  the  faith  pledged  to  the  union  of  the  Colonies ; 
and  if  it  shall  appear  to  this  Province  necessary  to  enter 
into  further  compact  with  the  other  Colonies,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  constitutional  rights  of  America,  this  Province 
will  enter  into  such  further  engagements  for  the  purpose. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  this  Convention,  by  a  reso- 
lution of  the  15th  day  of  this  instant,  hath  made  sufficient 
provision  to  prevent  a  necessity  for  any  person  within  this 
Province  now  taking  the  oaths  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain;  and  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Convention  that  it  is  necessary  that  the 
exercise  of  every  kind  of  authority  under  the  said  Crown 
should  be  now  totally  suppressed  in  this  Province,  and  all 
the  powers  of  Government  exerted  under  the  authority  of 
the  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq., 
and  Thomas  Johnson,  Junior,  Robert  Alexander,  Samuel 
Chase,  Robert  Goldsborough,  William  Paca,  Thomas  Stone, 

•WiLLiAMSBCRoB,  May  11,  1776. — On  W«rfne»rfoy  last  the  honour- 
able Convention  of  this  Colony  came  to  the  unanimous  resolution  of 
giving  instruction  to  our  Delegates  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  to 
propose  a  final  separation  of  these  Colonies  from  Great  Jirilain,  by  de- 
claring them  free  and  independent  States.  The  day  following  the 
troops  in  this  city,  with  the  train  ot  artillery,  were  drawn  up,  and  went 
through  their  firings  and  various  other  military  manoeuvres,  with  the 
greatest  exactness ;  a  Continental  union  flag  was  displayed  upon  the 
Capitol,  and  in  the  evening  many  of  the  inhabitants  illuminated  their 
houses. 

Yesterday,  being  the  day  appointed  by  the  honourable  the  Continental 
Congress  for  a  day  of  Fasting  and  Prayer  throughout  the  thirteen  United 
Colonies,  the  Reverend  Thomas  Price  delivered  an  excellent  sermon  in 
this  city,  to  a  very  crowded  audience,  from  these  words:  "  Hearken  ye, 
all  Jnilah,  and  yc  inhabitants  oi  Jerusalem,  and  thou  King  Jehoahaphat ; 
thus  saitli  the  Lord  unto  you :  lie  not  afraid  nor  dismayed  by  reason  of 
this  great  multitude ;  for  the  battle  is  not  yours,  but  God's."  2  Chro- 
nicles, chapter  xx,  verse  15. —  Va.  Gar. 
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and  John  Rogers,  Esquires,  Deputies  now  re-elected,  by 
ballot,  to  represent  this  Province  in  Congress,  be,  and  they, 
or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  are  empowered  to  represent 
this  Province  in  Congress,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  Convention,  as  fully  as  they  might,  until  the  end  of  this 
session  of  Conrention,  have  done  the  same  under  their  for- 
mer apjmintnient. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  as  this  Convention  is  firmly 
persuaded  that  a  reunion  with  Great  Britain  on  constitu- 
tional principles  would  most  effectually  secure  the  rights 
and  liberties,  and  increase  the  strengtli  and  promote  the 
happiness  of  the  whole  empire,  objects  which  this  Pro- 
vince has  ever  had  in  view,  the  said  Deputies  are  bound 
and  directed  to  govern  themselves  by  the  instructions  given 
to  them  by  this  Convention  in  its  session  in  December  last, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  instructions  were  particu- 
larly repeated. 

In  Convention,  held  at  Annapolis,  in  Maryland, ') 
January  12,  1776.      5 

To  the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq.,  Thomas 
Johnson,  Jun.,  Robert  Goldsborovgh,  William  Paca, 
Samuel  Chase,  Thomas  Stone,  Robert  Alexander,  and 
John  Rogers,  Esquires. 

The  Convention,  taking  into  their  most  serious  considera- 
tion the  present  state  of  the  unhappy  dispute  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  Colonies,  think  it  proper  to  deliver 
you  their  sentiments,  and  to  instruct  you  in  certain  points 
relative  to  your  conduct  in  Congress  as  Representatives  of 
this  Province. 

The  experience  we  and  our  ancestors  have  had  of  the 
mildness  and  equity  of  the  English  Constitution,  under  which 
we  have  grown  up  to  and  enjoyed  a  state  of  felicity  not 
exceeded  among  any  people  we  know  of,  until  the  grounds 
of  the  present  controversy  were  laid  by  the  Ministry  and 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  has  most  strongly  endeared 
to  us  that  form  of  Government  from  whence  these  bless- 
ings have  been  derived,  and  makes  us  ardently  wish  for  a 
reconciliation  with  the  mother  country,  upon  terms  that  may 
ensure  to  these  Colonies  an  equal  and  permanent  freedom. 

To  this  constitution  we  are  attached,  not  merely  by 
habit,  but  by  principle,  being  in  our  judgment  persuaded  it 
is  of  all  known  systems  best  calculated  to  secure  the  liberty 
of  the  subject;  to  guard  against  despotism  on  the  one  hand, 
and  licentiousness  on  the  other. 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  we  warmly  recommend 
to  you  to  keep  constantly  in  your  view  the  avowed  end  and 
purpose  for  which  these  Colonies  originally  associated,  the 
redress  of  American  grievances,  and  securing  the  rights  of 
the  Colonists. 

As  upon  the  attainment  of  these  great  objects  we  shall 
think  it  our  greatest  happiness  to  be  thus  firmly  united  to 
Great  Britain,  we  think  proper  to  instmct  you  that,  should 
any  proposition  be  happily  made  by  the  Crown  or  Pariia- 
ment  that  may  lead  to,  or  lay  a  rational  and  probable  ground 
for  reconciliation,  you  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  culti- 
vate and  improve  it  into  a  happy  settlement  and  lasting 
amity ;  taking  care  to  secure  the  Colonies  against  the  exer- 
cise of  the  right  assumed  by  Pariiament  to  tax  them,  and  to 
alter  and  change  the  Charters,  Constitutions,  and  internal 
policy,  without  their  consent — powers  incompatible  with  the 
essential  securities  of  the  colonists. 

We  further  instruct  you,  that  you  do  not,  without  the  pre- 
vious knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  Convention  of  this 
Province,  assent  to  any  proposition  to  declare  these  Colo- 
nies independent  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  nor  to  any 
proiKwition  for  making  or  entering  into  alliance  with  any 
foreign  Power,  nor  to  any  union  or  confederation  of  these 
Colonies  which  may  necessarily  lead  to  a  separation  from 
the  mother  country,  unless  in  your  judgment,  or  in  the  judg- 
ment of  any  four  of  you,  or  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  of 
you,  if  all  shall  be  then  attending  in  Congress,  it  shall  be 
thought  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
liberties  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and  should  a  majority  of  the 
Colonies  in  Congress,  against  such  your  judgment,  resolve 
to  declare  these  Colonies  independent  of  the  Crown  oi  Great 
Britain,  or  to  make  or  enter  into  alliance  with  any  foreign 
Power,  or  into  any  union  or  confederation  of  these  Colonies, 
which  may  necessarily  lead  to  a  separation  from  the  mo- 
ther country,  then  we  instruct  you  immediately  to  call  the 
Convention  of  this  Province,  and  repair  thereto  with  such 


proposition  and  resolve,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  said 
Convention  for  their  consideration  ;  and  tiiis  Convention 
will  not  hold  this  Province  bound  by  such  majority  in  Con- 
gress, until  the  representative  body  of  the  Province  in  Con- 
vention assent  thereto. 

Desirous,  as  we  are,  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  upon 
safe  and  honourable  terms,  we  wish  you,  nevertheless,  and 
instruct  you,  to  join  the  other  Colonies  in  such  military  ope- 
rations as  may  be  judged  j)roper  and  necessary  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  until  such  a  peace  can  be  happily  obtained. 

At  the  same  time  that  we  assure  you  we  have  an  entire 
confidence  in  your  abilities  and  integrity  in  the  discharge  of 
the  great  trust  reposed  in  you,  we  must  observe  to  you,  as 
our  opinion,  that  in  tiie  relation  of  constituent  and  Represen- 
tative, one  principal  security  of  the  former  is  the  right  he 
holds  of  being  fully  informed  of  the  conduct  of  the  latter. 
We  can  conceive  no  case  to  exist  in  which  it  would  be  of 
more  importance  to  exercise  this  right  than  the  present,  nor 
any  in  which  we  can  suppose  the  Representative  would  more 
willingly  acquiesce  in  the  exercise  of  it.  We  therefore  in- 
struct you,  that  you  move  for  and  endeavour  to  obtain  a 
resolve  of  Congress,  that  the  votes  given  by  the  Colonies 
on  every  question  agitated  in  Congress  shall  appear  upon 
the  Journals  thereof;  and  if  such  resolve  be  obtained,  that 
you,  at  the  expense  of  this  Province,  procure  copies  of  the 
said  Journals,  except  such  parts  of  them  as  relate  to  military 
operations,  and  measures  taken  to  procure  arms  and  am- 
munition, and  from  time  to  time  lay  the  same  before  the 
Conventions  of  this  Province,  showing  the  part  you,  as  Re- 
presentatives of  the  Province,  take  in  such  questions. 

And  we  further  instruct  you  to  move  for  and  endeavour 
to  obtain  a  resolve  of  Congress,  that  no  pei-son  who  holds 
any  military  command  in  the  Continental,  or  any  Provincial 
regular  forces,  or  marine  service,  nor  any  person  who  holds 
or  enjoys  any  oflice  of  profit  under  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, or  under  any  Government  assumed  since  the  present 
controversy  with  Great  Britain  began,  or  which  shall  here- 
after be  assumed,  or  who  directly  or  indirectly  receives  the 
profits,  or  any  part  of  the  profits,  of  such  command  or  office, 
shall,  during  the  time  of  his  holding  or  receiving  the  same, 
be  eligible  to  sit  in  Congress. 


WILLIAM  RICHARDSON   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL  Or  SAFETY. 

May  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  As  Mr.  John  Stevens,  Second  Lieutenant 
of  Captain  Joseph  Richardson^s  company,  has  resigned  his 
commission,  and  Doctor  Zebdial  Potter,  Ensign  of  the  same 
company,  being  appointed  Surgeon  of  the  Fourteenth  Bat- 
talion of  Militia,  it  is  necessary  to  fill  those  vacancies  ;  I  there- 
fore hope  commissions  will  issue  to  Thomas  Wynn  Loocker- 
man,  as  Second  Lieutenant,  and  to  Alexander  fVaddell,  as 
Ensign  ;  who  are  entitled  thereto  by  rotation.  I  shall  take 
care  to  return  the  former  commissions  by  first  opportunity. 

T  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Richardson. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    CAPTAIN    SMITH. 

[No.  157.]  Annapolis,  May  15,  1776. 

Sir:  Captain  Campbell  has  applied  to  our  Board  to 
exchange  two  pieces  of  cannon  for  two  pieces  of  cannon 
belonging  to  the  Province,  four-pounders.  Those  he  has  are 
too  long  for  the  service  he  is  going  on.  If  his  cannon  are 
good  of  the  kind,  and  will  answer  the  publick  service,  we 
are  willing  to  make  the  exchange,  and  desire  you  would  let 
Captain  Campbell  have  two  of  the  four-pounders  now  at 
the  Battery.     We  are,  &.c. 

To  Captain  Nathaniel  Smith. 


ADDRESS  or  THE  REV.  MR.  MAGAW  TO  COLONEL  HASLETt's 
CONTINENTAL  BATTALION,  DELIVERED  ON  THE  PARADE 
AT    DOVER,    IN    DELAWARE. 

Friends  and  Countrymen:  Wherever  virtue,  wisdom, 
and  publick  spirit  prevail  among  a  people,  that  people  will 
be  great  and  prosperous ;  wherever  an  opposite  character 
and  conduct  do  obtain,  they  must  decline  and  sink  to  insig- 
nificancy. We  are  told  by  the  voice  of  inspiration,  that 
"  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,  but  sin  is  a  reproach  to 
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any  people."  The  fii-st  it  was  that  led  the  master  states 
of  the  world  to  all  their  glory  ;  it  was  the  latter  that  after- 
wards degraded  and  pulled  them  down. 

On  this  great  Continent,  at  a  time  especially  when  our 
circumstances  and  situation  are  extremely  critical,  when  we 
have  a  multiplicity  of  the  weightiest  matters  to  deliberate 
upon  and  execute  for  our  safety  and  that  of  posterity,  all 
ranks  and  degrees  of  men  should  be  supremely  attentive  to 
the  rectitude  of  their  principles,  and  purity  of  their  manner's. 
And,  unquestionably,  this  virtuous  circumspection,  this  strict 
regard  to  what  is  excellent  and  praiseworthy,  ought  ever 
to  be  found  among  those  who  expressly  undertake,  who 
solemnly  engage  to  be  the  defenders  of  their  country's 
privileges  and  rights.  Such  men  I  have  now  the  honour  to 
address.  You  love  your  country  I  venture  to  affirm ;  and 
you  are  not  strangers  to  the  full  meaning  of  that  venerable 
word.  A  RorHan  orator  and  patriot  of  celebrated  fame, 
mentioning  die  subject,  expresses  himself  thus :  "  Our  pa- 
rent^are  dear ;  our  children  are  dear ;  our  relatives  ;  our  near 
acquaintance  ;  but  our  country  comprehends  every  endear- 
ment, and  the  tender  ties  and  charities  of  all;  for  which, 
what  good  man  would  hesitate  to  dare  to  die,  if  thereby  he 
could  do  her  service  ?"  *  And  doth  not  the  great  St.  Paul's 
declaration  breathe  a  like  patriotick  spirit:  "None  of  us 
liveth  to  himself,  and  no  man  dieth  to  himself." 

It  is  really  grand,  it  is  solemnly  pleasing,  to  behold  at  a 
perilous,  alarming  conjuncture,  so  many  stepping  forward 
voluntarily,  as  thousands  and  thousands  in  these  United  Co- 
lonies have  done,  prepared  to  face  any  dangere,  ready  to 
encounter  any  difficulties,  rather  than  the  free  should  be- 
come enslaved,  or  the  once  happy  be  reduced  to  wretched- 
ness. Of  this  publick-spirited  number,  you  form  a  part,  re- 
spected brethren.  Be  strong,  therefore  ;  persevere;  advance 
with  flie  fortitude,  the  magnanimity  of  men  and  Christians. 

There  cannot  be  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  but  that  you  will 
behave  well  in  the  brave  department  you  have  chosen,  if 
your  bosoms  glow  with  piety  to  God,  and  are  filled  with 
fervent  benevolence  towards  your  fellow-men  ;  if  you  have 
entered  into  the  service  of  your  country  upon  principle,  pos- 
sessed of  a  commanding  reverence  for  a  Divine  overruling 
Providence,  a  generous  sense  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  a 
liberal  regard  for  freedom,  and  an  earnest  desire  after  the 
establishment  of  peace ;  for  these  are  the  principles  of  our 
American  system  of  policy  and  American  operations  ;  this  is 
the  foundation  upon  which  we  profess  to  stand. 

If  the  persons  intrusted  with  the  illustrious  cause  of  the 
publick  (both  those  who  have  to  plan  and  determine  in  coun- 
cil, and  those  who  are  to  execute  in  the  field)  be  men  of 
probity  and  goodness,  there  will  be  every  reason  to  believe 
we  shall  be  successful.  A  good  cause  deserves  good  ad- 
vocates. It  would  be  a  pity,  and  in  some  degree  dangerous 
too,  that  even  one  unprincipled  man  should  enter  the  lists 
under  the  banner  of  liberty,  or  pretend  to  be  a  guardian  of 
that  Heaven-descended  maid.  Such  had  better  have  sought 
some  other  service  they  are  fitter  for. 

Perhaps  never  were  freemen,  or  patriots,  or  warriors,  or 
heroes,  called  forth  for  nobler  purposes  than  we  have  now 
in  prospect.  We  are  contending  for  no  other  prize  than 
that  we  may  continue  to  be  free  ;  that  the  fruits  of  our  hon- 
est labour  may  be  our  own  ;  that  we  may  be  delivered  from 
the  hands  of  those  who  would  oppress  us ;  that  our  civil 
and  religious  happiness  may  be  secured  ;  and  that  we  may 
be  able  to  transmit  these  blessings,  on  a  firm  foundation,  to 
our  children,  and  generations  after. 

It  is  not  in  rebellion  ;  it  is  not  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of 
laws,  or  contempt  of  the  Constitution  ;  it  is  not  in  the  rage 
of  anarchy,  or  wildness  of  ambition,  that  we  arise  and  join 
with  such  amazing  unanimity.  No ;  ye  illustrious  shades  of 
our  pious  ancestors,  and  ye  martyrs  of  whatever  age  or 
clime,  who  have  shed  your  tears  and  your  blood  for  dying 
freedom !  ye  cloud  of  witnesses,  with  which  we  are  encom- 
passed about !  we  declare,  as  in  your  presence,  and  we  de- 
clare to  this  whole  earth,  that  such  are  not  our  aims ;  that 
our  publick  measures  result  from  a  dreadful  necessity ;  that 
America  hath  resisted  purely  on  the  footing  of  self-preser- 
vation. 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  in  the  present  conflict  we  have 
very  much  at  stake.     There  is  not  an  individual  in  all  these 

*  Cari  sunt  parentes,  cari  liberi,  propinqui,  familiares:  sed  omnes  om- 
nium caritates  patria  una  complexa  est;  pro  qua  quia  bonus  dubitet 
mortem  appetere,  si  ei  sit  profuturus  1 — Cic, 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi. 


Provinces  but  is  deeply  interested  in  the  events  that  lie 
before  us.  None  should  he  remiss,  iiidilFerent  lookers-on. 
The  spheres  of  action  are  various  ;  the  field  is  large.  Some 
have  one  part  of  duty  to  perform,  and  some  another ;  and, 
withal,  harmony,  union,  firmness,  must  be  supported  invio- 
lably. A  great  deal  depends  especially  on  those  who  bear 
the  military  character;  their  station  is  in  the  front  of  dan- 
ger ;  but  it  is  a  station  that  cannot  be  maintained  usefully 
and  honourably  without  much  preparatory  exercise,  strict 
subordination,  the  love  of  order,  and  a  noble  persevering 
courage. 

You,  brave  men,  know  what  is  the  peculiar  department 
of  a  soldier.  But  this  department  by  no  means  exempts 
him  from  any  Christian  duty ;  neither  does  it  give  him  a 
dispensation  in  favour  of  any  vice.  He  is  under  obliga- 
tions equal  to  those  of  other  men,  to  shun  that  which  is  evil 
and  to  follow  that  which  is  good.  You  are  Christian  sol- 
diers; do  not  behave  in  any  instance  unworthy  of  the  cha- 
racter. 

By  the  terms  of  your  inlistment  you  are  protectors  of 
liberty ;  and  by  profession  you  are  Christ's  freemen.  Don't 
be  the  destroyers  of  liberty,  by  turning  it  into  licentiousness; 
nor  the  slaves  of  Satan  by  doing  his  works.  In  everything 
estimable  and  of  good  report,  your  officers,  we  make  no 
doubt,  will  be  your  patterns  and  nobly  lead  the  way. 

The  gentlemen  who  have  command  will  show  that  they 
deserve  it.  They  should  be  distinguished  for  martial  ac- 
complishments and  for  unblemished  morals.  They  will,  as 
frequently  as  possible,  be  present  with  their  men,  directing, 
forming,  animating,  encouraging  them  ;  herein  following  the 
steps  of  the  immortal  Wolfe  and  brave  Montgomery.  They 
know  that  they  are  neither  to  trifle  with  the  publick  safety 
nor  with  themselves ;  that  an  army  can  never  be  fit  for  real 
service  unless  it  be  well  disciplined  and  virtuous ;  that  there 
cannot  be  good  discipline  and  virtue  without  unrelaxing 
assiduity  in  the  officei-s ;  and  that  a  bright  example  in  them 
carries  with  it  the  noblest  kind  of  authority.  Indeed,  every 
officer  should  study  to  have  the  vigilance,  sobriety,  and  wis- 
dom of  a  General ;  and  every  private  should  behave  like  an 
officer. 

Of  you,  gentlemen  of  this  battalion,  your  country  enter- 
tains such  honourable  expectations.  When  or  wheresoever 
you  shall  be  called  to  encounter  dangers,  we  are  confident 
dangers  will  not  terrify  you  ;  you  will  enter  the  battle,  should 
this  be  your  lot,  with  the  boldness  of  Christian  heroes,  having 
on  the  breastplate  of  righteousness  and  the  helmet  of  sal- 
vation. 


RECOMMENDATION   BY   THE    CONGRESS    TO    ESTABLISH    GO- 
VERNMENTS   IN    THE    SEVERAL    COLONIES. 

In  Congress,  May  15,  1776. 

Whereas  his  Britannick  Majesty,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Lords  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  has,  by  a  late  act 
of  Parliament,  excluded  the  inhabitants  of  these  United  Co- 
lonies from  the  protection  of  his  Crown  :  And  whereas  no 
answer  whatever  to  the  humble  petitions  of  the  Colonies  for 
redress  of  grievances  and  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain 
has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be,  given  ;  but  the  whole  force  of 
that  Kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries,  is  to  be  exert- 
ed for  the  destruction  of  the  good  people  of  these  Colonies : 
And  whereas  it  appears  absolutely  irreconcileable  to  reason 
and  good  conscience  for  the  people  of  these  Colonies  now 
to  take  the  oaths  and  affirmations  necessary  for  the  support 
of  any  Government  under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  it  is  necessary  that  the  exercise  of  every  kind  of  autho- 
rity under  the  said  Crown  should  be  totally  suppressed,  and 
all  the  powers  of  Government  exerted  under  the  authority 
of  the  people  of  the  Colonies,  for  the  preservation  of  internal 
peace,  virtue,  and  good  order,  as  well  as  for  the  defence  of 
their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  against  the  hostile  inva- 
sions and  cruel  depredations  of  their  enemies :  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  As- 
semblies and  Conventions  of  the  United  Colonies,  where  no 
Government  sufficient  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  has 
been  hitherto  established,  to  adopt  such  Government  as  shall, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Representatives  of  the  People,  best 
conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  constituents  in 
particular  and  America  in  general. 

By  order  of  Congress : 

John  Hancock,  President. 

30 
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STEPHEN    HOPKINS   TO    GOVERNOl'R   COOKE. 

Philadelphia,  May  15,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  7th  May  I  have  received,  and 
the  papers  enclosed  in  it.  I  observe  that  you  have  avoided 
giving  me  a  direct  answer  to  my  queries  concerning  depen- 
dance  or  independence.  However,  the  copy  of  tlie  act  of 
Assembly  whicii  you  have  sent  me,  togetiier  with  our  in- 
structions, leave  me  little  room  to  doubt  what  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Colony  1  came  from.  I  suppose  that  it  will  not  be 
long  before  the  Congress  will  throw  off  all  connection,  as 
well  in  name  as  in  substance,  with  Great  Britain,  as  one 
thing  after  another  seems  gradually  to  lead  them  to  such  a 
step,  they  having,  within  a  few  days,  passed  a  resolve  earnestly 
recommending  to  all  the  Colonies  wiio  at  present  are  not 
under  a  perfect  form  of  Government,  to  take  up  and  form 
such,  each  Colony  for  themselves,  which  I  make  no  doubt 
most  of  them  will  very  soon  do. 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Congress,  on 
Saturday  last,  passed  a  resolve  for  taking  into  Continental 
pay  the  two  Rhode-Island  Battalions,  which  resolve  I  here- 
with enclose. 

A  letter  from  General  Washington  to  Congress,  warmly 
recommending  it  to  them  to  take  this  step  respecting  the 
Colony  of  Rhode-Island,  had  great  influence  in  procuring 
it  to  be  done.  I  could  therefore  wish  the  Colony  in  a 
handsome  manner  to  acknowledge  this  favour,  and  to  return 
thanks  to  the  General  for  his  good  offices  in  their  behalf. 

The  affair  which  you  mention  respecting  Block-Island, 
1  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  to  lay  before  Congress,  and 
obtain  their  direction  concerning  it.  I  am  very  glad  you 
have  given  me  a  colleague,  and  am  well  pleased  with  the 
gentleman  whom  you  have  appointed.  1  am  very  glad  to 
hear  that  the  Colony  appeared  so  very  unanimous  in  the 
late  election  ;  congratulate  you  in  your  choice  to  the  office 
of  Government,  and  wish  that  every  part  of  the  Colony 
would  forget  and  totally  banish  every  kind  of  jealousy  and 
discord  from  amongst  them.  This  is  a  time  when  the  very 
great  danger  that  all  America  is  exposed  to,  should  make 
everybody  sensible  that  the  most  firm  union  in  all  its  parts 
should  be  carefully  studied  and  effected. 

I  herewith  send  you  commissions  for  all  the  officers  in 
your  two  regiments,  which,  I  hope,  you  will  cause  to  be 
filled  up  so  as  to  give  the  greatest  satisfaction.  As  the  Field 
Officers  will  be  appointed,  or  at  least  approved  by  Congress, 
I  could  wish  that  you  will  transmit  to  me  the  names  of 
such  gentlemen  as  you  may  think  most  capable  to  fill  those 
offices. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  yours  and  the  Colony's  very 
humble  servant. 


Stephen  Hopkins. 


To  Nicholas  Cooke,  Esq. 


NEW-JERSEY   COMMITTEE    OF    SArETY. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-Jersey,  ~, 
Trenton,  May  15,  1776. 

Whereas  unanimity  among  all  ranks  of  people  is,  at  this 
time  of  imminent  danger,  most  essential  to  the  peace,  safety 
and  defence  of  this  Colony ;  and  whereas  this  Committee 
have  been  informed  that  sundry  persons,  in  divers  parts  of 
this  Province,  paying  no  respect  to  the  General  Association 
recommended  to  the  inhabitants  thereof,  or  to  their  own 
welfare,  are  attempting  to  raise  mobs  and  riots,  with  a  view, 
as  this  Committee  is  informed,  to  fix  prices  to  several  com- 
modities, much  under  what  they  can  either  be  manufactured 
at  or  imported  for,  though  gready  wanted,  and  at  this  criti- 
cal juncture  very  difficult  to  be  procured,  particularly  Salt, 
Wool,  and  coarse  Linens ;  and  as  such  conduct  can  have 
no  other  tendency  but  to  create  divisions  amongst  us,  and 
deter  those  who  are  willing  from  risking  their  property  in 
order  to  procure  those  necessary  articles,  whereby  they  will 
become  still  scarcer,  and  the  poor  sort  of  people  in  the  end 
greatly  suffer;  this  Committee  find  themselves  under  the 
necessity  of  declaring,  that  as  it  is  their  duty,  so  they  are 
detennined,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  to  protect  every  peaceable 
inhabitant  of  this  Province  in  the  secure  possession  of  his 
property,  as  well  as  the  free  enjoyment  of  every  civil  pri- 
vilege that  he  is  entitled  to  from  the  community,  from  all 
riots  or  riotous  attempts  whatever:  In  order  thereto,  this 
Committee  do  request  that  all  Committees  of  Observation, 
Magistrates,  and  other  officers,  as  well  civil  as  military,  in 


this  Colony,  will  exert  themselves,  and  be  particularly  care- 
ful to  su|)press  all  attempts  to  raise  any  mobs  or  riots  in  the 
parts  they  reside  in,  ancl  to  preserve  the  peace  of  society. 
This  Committee  do  at  riie  same  time  request  tliat  all  per- 
sons who  may  have  any  of  those  necessary  articles  to  dis- 
pose of,  (and  those  who  have  large  quantities  are  desired 
to  do  it,)  will  consider  the  poor  people  in  this  time  of  gene- 
ral calamity,  and  not  exact  extravagant  prices,  especially  on 
such  as  have  been  procured  at  low  rates,  more  particulariy 
the  article  of  Salt. 

This  Committee  being  informed  that  sundry  ill-disposed 
persons  within  this  Colony  have  engrossed  considerable 
sums  of  Gold  and  Silver  Specie,  and  are  attempting  to  dispose 
of  the  same  for  Paper  currency,  (particularly  Continental,) 
at  more  than  the  value  that  has  been  heretofore  fixed  on 
Gold  and  Silver  Coin  made  current  in  this  Province  ;  and  as 
such  a  pi'actice  must  have  an  immediate  tendency  to  depre- 
ciate the  value  of  Paper  currency,  it  is  hereby 

Resolved,  That  no  person  possessed  of  Gold  or  Silver  Coin 
within  this  Province  shall  receive  a  greater  value  therefor 
in  Paper  currency,  than  such  denomination  of  Coins  have 
been  accustomed  to  pass  for  in  this  Colony,  under  penalty 
of  being  considered  as  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  America, 
and  treated  accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Samuel  Tucker,  President, 

Attest :  John  Dennis,  Secretary. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

[Read  May   16.     Referred  to  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr. 
J.  Adams.] 

New-York,  May  15,  1776. 
Sir:  Since  my  last  of  the  11th  instant,  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  address  you,  nothing  of  moment  or  importance 
has  occurred  ;  and  the  principal  design  of  this  is  to  commu- 
nicate to  Congress  the  intelligence  I  received  last  night 
from  General  Schuyler,  by  a  letter  of  the  10th,  respecting 
the  progress  of  our  troops  in  getting  towards  Canada,  not 
doubting  of  their  impatience  and  anxiety  to  hear  of  it,  and 
of  everything  relating  to  the  expedition.  For  their  more 
particular  information  and  satisfaction  I  have  done  myself 
the  pleasure  to  extract  the  substance  of  his  letter  on  this 
head,  which  is  as  follows : 

"  That  General  Thompson,  with  the  last  of  his  brigade, 
in  the  morning  of  Tuesday  se'nnight  embarked  at  Fort 
George,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  next  day  General  Sulli- 
van arrived  at  Albany;  that  he  had  ordered  an  additional 
number  of  carpenters  to  assist  in  building  boats,  who,  finish- 
ing eight  every  day,  would  have  one  hundred  and  ten  com- 
plete by  the  21st,  before  which  he  was  fearful  the  last  of 
General  Sullivan's  brigade  could  not  embark;  that  they 
would  carry  thirty  men  each,  besides  the  baggage,  ammu- 
nition, and  intrenching  tools  ;  that  he  has  given  most  point- 
ed orders  to  restrain  the  licentiousness  of  the  troops,  which 
was  disgraceful  and  very  injurious  in  those  gone  on  hereto- 
fore, in  abusing  the  inhabitants  and  batteaumen,  and  that 
he  had  ordered  Captain  Romans  from  Canada  for  trial  at 
Albany,  there  being  sundry  complaints  lodged  against  him. 
He  also  informs,  that  the  sixty  barrels  of  powder  had  arrived 
and  would  be  forwarded  that  day  ;  that  the  first  regiment  of 
General  Sidlivan's  brigade  marched  that  morning,  and  that 
the  intrenching  tools,  and  about  six  hundred  barrels  of  pork, 
were  also  gone  on ;  that  he  cannot  possibly  send  more  than 
half  of  the  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  into  Canada, 
being  greatly  in  debt  on  the  publick  account,  and  the  cre- 
ditors exceedingly  clamorous  and  importunate  for  payment ; 
which  sum  he  hopes  will  be  sufficient  till  the  Canadian* 
agree  to  take  our  paper  currency,  to  which  they  are  much 
averse,  and  of  which  he  is  exceeding  doubtful ;  that  he  had 
got  the  chain  and  would  forward  it  that  day  to  General  Ar- 
nold, with  orders  to  fix  it  at  the  rapids  of  Richelieu.  He 
adds,  that  he  had  reviewed  General  Sullivan's  brigade  in 
presence  of  about  two  hundred  Indians,  who  were  greatly 
pleased  with  the  order  and  regularity  of  the  troops,  and  sur- 
prised at  the  number,  which  the  Tories  had  industriously 
propagated  consisted  only  of  three  companies,  and  that 
they  were  kept  always  walking  the  streets  to  induce  them 
to  believe  their  number  was  much  greater  than  it  really 
was." 

1  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  General  Schuyler's  instructions 
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to  James  Price,  Esquire,  Deputy  Commissary-General,  for 
the  regulation  of  his  conduct  in  that  department,  which  I 
received  last  night,  and  which  General  Schuyler  requested 
me  to  forward  you.  I  also  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Congress 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Samuel  Stringer,  Director  of  one  of 
the  Hospitals,  purporting  an  application  for  an  increase  of 
Surgeons'  mates,  &.c.,  an  estimate  of  which  is  also  enclosed, 
and  submit  it  to  them  what  number  must  be  sent  from  hence 
or  got  elsewhere.  It  is  highly  probable  that  many  more 
will  be  wanted  in  Canada,  than  what  are  already  there,  on 
account  of  the  late  augmentation  of  the  Army  ;  but  I 
thought  it  most  advisable  to  make  his  requisition  known  to 
Congress,  and  to  take  their  order  and  direction  upon  it.  As 
to  the  medicines,  I  shall  speak  to  Doctor  Morgan  (not  yet 
arrived)  as  soon  as  he  comes,  and  order  him  to  forward  such 
as  may  be  necessary,  and  can  possibly  be  spared. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  much  esteem 
and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  President  of  Congress. 


tion,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Seniors,  Mates,  &:c.  As  to  the 
medicines,  when  Doctor  Morgan  arrives,  1  shall  direct  him 
to  send  you  immediately  such  a  supply  as  can  be  spared. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

New-York,  May  15,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  favours  of  the  3d  and  4th 
instant,  and  was  happy  to  hear  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the 
Commissioners  from  Congress  at  St.  Johns,  and  that  so 
many  batteaus  with  troops  had  passed  there  the  29th  ultimo. 
In  this,  I  hope,  the  Army  before  Quebeck  is  considerably 
augmented.  lam  too  well  convinced  there  was  great  oc- 
casion for  it.  As  to  money,  the  state  of  our  chest  would 
not  have  justified  a  loan  or  supply,  if  Congress  had  not  fur- 
nished you  with  what  you  received  by  Colonel  Reed,  having 
seldom  more  than  will  satisfy  pressing  claims  against  myselit 
As  to  pork,  I  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  and 
can  only  add  that  the  Commissary  has  assured  me  he  will 
do  all  in  his  power  to  forward  a  supply. 

In  respect  to  the  trial  of  Captain  Romans,  or  any  other 
that  it  may  be  expedient  to  bring  to  justice,  I  think  it  highly 
necessary;  and  though  it  may  not  be  altogether  so  formal 
and  regular,  yet  I  shall  most  readily  dispense  with  ceremo- 
nies where  it  will  promote  the  publick  good.  I  have  made 
inquiry  into  our  stores  of  lead,  and  find  that  I  have  it  in  my 
power  to  spare  you  about  five  tons,  which  shall  be  sent  with 
the  nails  as  soon  as  they  can  be  collected,  the  Quartermaster 
having  persons  out  in  different  places  trying  to  procure  them. 
I  suppose  whatever  can  be  got  will  be  forwarded  to-morrow 
or  next  day,  with  the  utmost  expedition,  as  you  seem  to  be 
so  much  in  want  from  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant. 

Your  favours  of  the  10th  came  to  hand  last  night,  with 
their  several  enclosures,  for  which  I  f eturn  you  my  thanks ; 
and,  agreeable  to  your  request  by  this  morning's  post,  I  trans- 
mitted to  Congress  a  copy  of  your  orders  to  Mr.  Price,  with 
the  several  letters  for  them.  The  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioners, which  you  were  kind  enough  to  leave  open  for  my 
perusal,  describes  matters  and  the  situation  of  our  affairs  in 
Canada  in  so  striking  a  light,  that  nothing  less  than  the  most 
wise  and  vigorous  exertions  of  Congress  and  the  Army  there 
can  promise  success  to  our  schemes  and  plans  in  that  quar- 
ter. What  might  have  been  effected  last  year  without 
much  difficulty,  has  become  an  arduous  and  important  work. 
However,  I  hope  all  things  will  yet  go  well. 

I  am  exceedingly  glad  that  so  large  a  number  of  Indians 
was  present  at  the  review  of  General  Sullivan's  brigade. 
They,  probably,  from  the  appearance  of  so  many  armed 
men,  somewhat  instructed  in  discipline,  may  have  received 
some  favourable  impressions  of  our  strength ;  sufficient  to 
counter-operate  all  the  ingenious  and  insidious  arts  of  tory- 
isra.  When  those  arrive  which  you  mention,  I  shall  take 
proper  notice  of  them,  and  have  necessaiy  provision  made 
for  their  entertainment. 
I  am,  &c., 


George  Washington. 


To  General  Philip  Schuyler. 


general    WASHINGTON    TO    DOCTOR    STRINGER. 

New- York,  May  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  last  night, 
by  Mr.  Bennett,  and  this  morning  transmitted  a  copy  of  it, 
and  of  the  estimate,  to  Congress  for  their  order  and  diiec- 


I  am,  &.C., 
To  Doctor  Samuel  Stringer. 


George  Washington. 


garret    ABEEL    to    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Committee-Chamber,  New-York,  May  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Agreeable  to  your  order  of  the  llth  in- 
stant, we  have  taken  into  consideration  his  Excellency 
General  Washington's  letter  to  your  honourable  House ;  and 
have,  in  consequence  thereof,  sent  a  sub-Committee  to  ex- 
amine the  state  of  the  houses  occupied  by  the  troops  in  one 
Ward,  and  shall  continue  so  to  do  until  all  the  houses  are 
inspected.  When  that  is  done,  should  be  glad  to  know 
by  what  means  those  houses  are  to  be  cleaned,  and  how  the 
expense  is  to  be  defrayed. 

The  sub-Committees  will  inform  your  House  what  con- 
dition they  find  the  houses  in,  which  will  enable  you  to  give 
direction  and  advice  in  what  manner  they  are  to  be  repair- 
ed and  cleaned.  We  would  just  suggest  that  we  think  the 
Barrackmaster  would  be  a  proper  person  to  be  appointed 
to  superintend  this  business  of  cleaning  and  repairs,  as  it  is 
impossible  for  this  Committee,  as  there  is  much  business  be- 
fore them  and  so  few  of  their  members  in  town,  to  give  their 
attendance  respecting  cleaning  and  repairs.  All  which  is 
submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  your  honourable  House. 

By  order  of  the  General  Committee : 

Garret  Abeel,  Deputy  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress. 


captain  HARDING  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Fairfield,  May  15,  1776. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  order,  I  now  transmit  to  your  Honour 
an  account  of  my  proceedings  since  my  last  letter,  written 
while  at  Fairfield.  Since  which  I  have  enlarged  my  num- 
ber to  about  one  hundred,  and  expect  soon  to  have  my 
complement  of  men.  I  proceeded  with  the  brig  under  my 
command  from  Black-Rock  Harbour,  westward ;  and  on 
the  12th  instant  espied  a  small  sloop  attempting  to  cross 
the  Sound,  which  I  brought  alongside,  and,  on  examination, 
found  eight  persons  on  board,  who  pretended  they  were 
going  to  New-  York  for  shad ;  but  on  more  strict  inquiry, 
found,  to  my  satisfaction,  they  were  Tories  from  the  town 
oi  Reading,  in  Fairfield  County,  bound  to  Long- Island,  to 
join  Peter  Fairchild,  a  noted  Tory,  who  had  fled  to  the 
Island  before.  One  of  the  eight  was  Samuel  Hawley,  whose 
declaration  is  enclosed ;  the  contents  of  which  declaration 
are  a  profound  secret,  not  communicated  even  to  my  officers, 
choosing  rather  to  leave  the  matter  to  your  Honour's  wise 
direction,  considering  the  character  of  a  respectable  gende- 
man  who  seems  to  be  slighdy  pointed  at. 

Upon  discovering  that  Peter  Fairchild  was  on  the  Island, 
I  ordered  Lieutenant  Smedley,  with  a  number  of  men,  to 
proceed  to  the  Island  in  the  small  sloop,  in  order  to  appre- 
hend Fairchild;  but  upon  Mr.  Haivley's  disclosing  the 
whole  scene,  I  hoisted  a  signal  for  Lieutenant  Smedley  to 
return,  which  he  did  immediately,  and  we  arrived  here 
this  day ;  since  which  have  despatched  my  orders  several 
ways,  and  have  brought  in  seven  Tories  more,  whose  names 
were  given  me  by  one  of  the  eight  taken  on  board  the  sloop, 
and  expect  some  of  the  leading  persons  will  soon  be  appre- 
hended. I  have  ordered  a  small  sloop  to  be  taken  into  the 
Government  service,  and  Lieutenant  Smedley,  with  forty 
men  under  him,  to  take  the  sloop  and  proceed  directly  to 
Long-Ishnd  in  pursuit  of  Fairchild,  with  directions  to  take 
one  of  the  eight  Tories  taken  in  the  little  sloop,  who  knows 
the  place  where  Fairchild  is  lodged,  and  had  appointed  to 
join  him  there,  who  is  to  write  to  Fairchild  and  acquaint 
him  of  his  arrival ;  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  afford  Lieutenant 
Smedley  a  favourable  opportunity  to  seize  him.  I  have 
taken  this  step  from  a  full  conviction  of  the  great  expediency, 
and  even  necessity  of  the  measure,  and  by  the  advice  of 
Jonathan  Sturges,  Esquire,  whom  I  have  consulted  on  the 
occasion.  In  the  beforementioqed  manoeuvre  I  had  an  op- 
portunity to  open  sundry  letters  passing  the  Sound,  which 
have  improved,  but  made  no  material  discoveries.  I  send 
this  to  your  Honour  by  my  Clerk,  and  pray  a  copy  of  this 
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by  him,  as  I  am  so  hurried  as  not  to  have  time  to  copy. 
Shall  proceed  to  New-London,  with  a  view  more  thoroughly 
to  fit  the  brig,  and  procure  such  things  as  are  necessary  for 
a  cruise,  unless  your  Honour  should  order  me  otherwise. 
It  is  my  opinion  it  will  be  highly  serviceable  to  employ 
several  small  cruisers  in  the  Sound,  especially  at  the  west- 
ward, to  prevent  the  collection  of  Tories  on  the  Island, 
and  to  prevent  the  escape  of  tiiose  who  are  collected  there, 
as,  it  is  hoped,  an  attempt  will  be  made  soon  to  seize  the 
w  hole  body  of  them. 

1  pray  your  Honour's  direction  for  my  future  conduct, 
which  1  shall  endeavour  punctually  to  observe,  and  shall 
make  it  my  great  study  to  serve  the  common  cause  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  your  Honour's  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

Seth  Harding. 

To  His  Honour  Governour  Tnimhull,  Esquire. 

Fairfield,  May  15,  1776. 

Sir:  The  declaration  of  Samuel  Hawky,  enclosed  in 
Captain  Harding's  letter,  to  which  we  beg  leave  more  par- 
ticularly to  refer  your  Honour,  contains  the  most  minute 
account  we  have  yet  been  able  to  get  of  a  horrid  plot  form- 
ed by  the  Tories  to  co-operate  with  our  enemies  to  destroy 
the  country.  This  Mr.  Ilawley,  whom  Captain  Harding 
has  encouraged  to  expect  favour,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with 
the  publick  safety,  is  an  inhabitant  of  Reading,  of  good 
estate,  and  appears  to  be  a  candid,  sensible  man,  was  frank 
and  open  in  his  declaration,  seems  to  be  very  penitent  and 
wilhng  to  submit  to  anything  that  shall  be  imposed  on  him. 
He  disclosed  the  affiiir  voluntarily,  without  any  compulsion, 
and  altogether  freely,  and  seems  to  rejoice  that  he  is  stopped 
in  his  course,  and  appears  to  be  much  relieved  from  the 
distress  of  mind  the  Tories  generally  labour  under.  If  he 
might  have  your  Honour's  or  the  honourable  Assembly's 
favour  to  be  improved  as  a  witness,  would  submit  to  such 
bond  for  his  appearance  before  your  Honour,  the  Superior 
Court,  or  any  other  court,  for  his  good  behaviour  and  abi- 
ding on  his  own  plantation,  as  your  Honour  shall  order. 
From  the  opportunity  we  have  had  to  become  acquainted 
with  his  temper  and  disposition,  we  think  we  may  venture 
to  recommend  him  to  your  Honour's  favour,  so  far  at  least 
as  to  be  under  bonds  for  his  appearance  and  good  behaviour 
until  the  Superior  Court,  then  to  give  evidence. 

Captain  Harding  thinks  himself  bound  in  honour,  to 
make  this  representation  to  your  Honour ;  and  we  think  we 
can  freely  join,  as  we  trust  something  efFectual  will  be  done 
now  to  root  out  the  gang,  so  that  we  do  not  apprehend  dan- 
ger from  Mr.  Hawlcy,  should  he  prove  to  be  false  in  the 
end,  which  we  can  by  no  means  believe.  We  submit  the 
matter  to  your  Honour's  wise  conduct ;  and  are,  with  great 
truth  and  regard,  your  Honour's  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 

JONATHAN    StURGES, 

Seth  Harding. 


LITCHFIELD    COUNTY    (CONNECTICUT)    COMMITTEE. 

Litchfield  County,  Colony  of  Connecticut, ' 
May  15,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committees  of  Inspection  of  the 
several  Towns  in  said  County,  Revhen  Smith,  Esq.,  Chair- 
man: 

Among  other  things  laid  before  said  meeting,  the  method 
of  electing  Members  of  the  Continental  Congress  was  thought 
worthy  of  their  consideration  ;  and  although  as  Committees 
of  Inspection  they  do  not  pretend  to  take  up  the  matter, 
yet,  considered  as  individuals,  they  conceive  they  have  an 
undoubted  right  to  express  their  sentiments  relative  thereto. 
And  as  the  mode  of  electing  Members  of  the  Continental 
Congress  is  a  subject  of  very  great  importance  at  this  cri- 
tical juncture,  it  is  to  be  wished  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
freemen  and  respectable  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  may 
be  known  on  that  head.  We  hope  that  our  making  pub- 
lick  in  this  way  the  sentiments  of  this  County,  so^'far  as 
we  are  able  to  collect  them,  will  at  least  have  no  ill  ten- 
dency. 

We  were  more  particularly  led  to  the  consideration  of  this 
matter  from  a  piece  which  lately  appeared  in  the  Conncc- 
tiaa  Courant,  entitled,  "Articles  of  Confederation  of  the 
several  United  Colonies,"  wherein,  among  other  tilings,  it 


was  proposed  "That  the  Delegates  for  the  several  United 
Colonies  should  be  chosen  by  the  several  Provincial  As- 
semblies or  Conventions;"  which  method,  we  humbly  con- 
ceive, is  not  agreeable  to  the  freedom  of  the  times,  to  the 
Constitution  of  this  Colony,  nor  the  reason  or  nature  of 
things.  We  mean  not  to  enter  largely  ujion  the  subject, 
but  would  just  observe  in  brief,  that  although  our  Assembly 
are  chosen  by  the  freemen,  yet  they  being  only  representa- 
tives, cannot  communicate  that  representative  authority  to 
others ;  this  would  be  delegating  authority  which  was  never 
communicated  to  them,  which  we  conceive  to  be  an  ab- 
surdity. We  therefore  beg  leave  to  observe  to  the  publick, 
that  although  we  have  most  heartily  acquiesced  in  the  mode 
of  electing  the  members  of  Congress  hitherto  j)ractised  in 
this  Colony,  and  have  most  assured  confidence  in  the  wis- 
dom, virtue,  and  patriotism  of  the  honourable  General  As- 
sembly, who  have  with  so  much  facility  devised  such  salu- 
tary measures  for  our  common  safety  during  the  late  and 
present  exigencies  of  the  times  ;  nor  do  we  pretend  to  say 
but  that  it  may  be  best,  for  the  present,  to  proceed  in  the 
same  method  until  such  time  as  the  limits  of  the  Continen- 
tal authority  are  more  precisely  ascertained  ;  yet  we  believe 
that  as  a  just  and  equal  representation  is  the  greatest  secu- 
rity any  free  people  can  have  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  just 
rights,  so  it  is  the  inherent  birthright  of  every  member  of 
society  to  have  his  voice  in  the  choice  of  those  into  whose 
hands  he  commits  the  power  of  governing  and  directing  for 
the  good  of  the  community  at  large.  The  more  complex  any 
form  of  Government  is,  the  more  danger  there  is  that,  in  some 
future  period  of  time,  the  component  parts,  which  may  be 
of  different  natures,  will,  in  the  end,  operate  to  the  total 
subversion  of  the  Constitution  ;  the  more  simple,  therefore, 
the  less  danger.  And  as  an  equal  representation,  in  which 
consists  the  essence  of  sound  polity  and  good  Government, 
cannot  long  take  place  where  the  freemen  at  large  have  not 
their  voice  in  the  choice  of  their  representatives,  it  appears 
to  us  indispensably  necessary  that  the  members  of  the  Con- 
gress be  annually  elected  by  the  impartial,  unbiased,  un- 
corrupted  voice  of  the  freemen  at  large. 

Thus  we  have  hinted  at  what  appeare  to  us  reasonable 
respecting  the  subject  above-mentioned,  without  presuming 
to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the  exercise  of  this  right 
of  election  ought  to  take  place,  hoping  prescriptions  of  that 
kind  will  in  due  time  be  made  by  some  one  or  other  of  those 
venerable  bodies  of  men  intrusted  with  the  publick  weal  of 
the  United  Colonies  at  the  present  day. 

We  conclude  with  recommending  the  consideration  of  the 

premises  to  our  free  brethren  of  this  Colony,  that  the  most 

salutary  measures  to  perpetuate  our  freedom  may  finally  be 

adopted. 

A  true  copy.  Attest :  t  t  /~,7   7 

'^•'  Lynde  Lord,  Ckrk. 


AARON    HOBART    TO    RICHARD    DEVENS. 

Abinglon,  May  1.5,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  yours,  by  your  son,  of  the  14th  instant. 
I  can  make  the  shot  immediately,  and  will  send  them  to 
Weymouth,  for  the  boats  do  go,  and  they  may  be  sent  to 
the  Castle  or  to  Boston  next  week. 

I  have  all  the  discouragement  and  misfortune  in  casting 
the  cannon.  Something  has  attended  the  failure,  which  I 
refer  you  to  your  son  for  intelligence.  As  to  the  pots,  I 
have  sent  five  hundred  and  thirty  to  Roxbury,  to  Major 
Ruggks  and  Mr.  Partridge;  the  ren)ainder  are  at  the  fur- 
nace. The  shot  are  already  cast  at  Bridgetcater.  I  am  in 
want  of  some  cash,  and  should  be  glad  you  would  send  me 
one  hundred  pounds  by  Mr.  Robert  Herrington. 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Aaron  Hobart. 
To  Mr.  Richard  Devens. 

N.  B.  Bar  iron,  I  have  five  tons  by  me  at  your  furnace, 
at  five  and  a  half  dollars  per  hundred  weight. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS  TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  May  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  you  several  resolu- 
tions passed  by  the  Congress,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
you. 

The  Congress  being  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary,  as 
well  for  your  health  as  the  publick  service,  that  you  should 
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embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of  coming  \.o  Philadelphia, 
have  directed  me  to  write  to  you,  and  request  that  you  will 
repair  to  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  you  can  conveniently,  in 
order  to  consult  with  Congress  upon  such  measures  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  cariying  on  the  ensuing  campaign.  1 
hope  the  situation  of  the  great  affairs  with  which  you  are 
intrusted  will  admit  your  making  this  excursion,  which  I 
apprehend  may  be  serviceable  to  your  healtli ;  in  which 
case,  I  request  the  favour  that  you  will  please  to  honour 
me  with  your  and  your  lady's  company  at  my  house,  where 
I  have  a  bed  at  your  service  during  your  continuance  here, 
and  where  every  endeavour  of  mine  and  Mrs.  Hancock's 
shall  be  exerted  to  make  your  abode  agreeable.  I  reside  in 
an  airy,  open  part  of  the  city,  in  Arch  and  Fourth  streets. 
If  this  should  be  agreeable  to  you,  it  would  afford  me  much 
pleasure. 

I  am  to  inform  you  that  the  Congress  have  this  day  ap- 
pointed Horatio  Gates,  Esq.,  a  Major-General,  and  Thomas 
Mifflin,  Esq.,  a  Brigadier-General,  in  the  Continental  Army. 
A  commission  for  the  former  gentleman  I  transmit  by  this 
opportunity.     I  have  delivered  one  to  Mr.  Mifflin  here. 

I  could  wish,  if  consistent  with  the  service,  it  might  be 
agreeable  to  you  to  direct  those  two  gentlemen  to  repair  to 
Boston ;  but  I  would  not  urge  a  matter  which  entirely  rests 
with  you.  I  know,  however,  your  disposition  will  prompt 
you  to  make  as  agreeable  an  arrangement  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  respectful  sentiments  and 
esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  at  New-York. 


honour  to  receive  your  recommendations,  I  will  lay  them 
before  Congress,  and  immediately  upon  their  determination, 
transmit  you  the  commissions  filled  up  accordingly. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  every  respectful  sentiment 
and  much  esteem,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble 

'  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Assembly  o(  Massachusetts-Bay. 

P.  S.  The  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  Ho- 
ratio Gates,  Esq.,  to  be  a  Major-General,"and  Thomas  Mif- 
flin, Esq.,  to  he  a  Brigadier-General,  in  the  Continental 
Army.  I  have  written  to  General  Washington,  to  request 
him,  if  agreeable,  that  those  gentlemen  may  take  the  com- 
mand in  Boston. 

I  am  prevented  enclosing  a  resolve  by  means  of  the  Sec- 
retary, with  the  Journal,  being  out  of  town.  It  is  a  resolu- 
tion for  the  liberation  of  Dr.  Church,  in  his  present  infirm, 
dangerous  state.  He  is  to  be  sent  by  Governour  Trumbull 
to  the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts,  and  they  are  requested 
to  take  bail  in  one  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money,  for  his 
appearance  hereafter,  before  a  proper  court  authorized  to 
try  him.  1  a  few  days  ago  delivered  a  copy  of  the  resolve 
to  the  Doctor's  brother ;  will  transmit  one  to  you  by  to- 
morrow's post. 


PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS    TO   GENERAL    GATES. 

Philadelphia,  May  16,  1776. 

Sir:   The  very  great  services  you  have  performed  for 

America,  by  introducing  order  and  discipline  into  the  Army 

of  the  United  Colonies,  as  well  as  your  zeal  and  ardour  in 

the  American  cause,  have  induced  Congress  to  promote  you 

to  the  rank  of  a  Major-General  in  the  American  Army.     I 

do  myself  the  pleasure  to  enclose  your  commission,  and 

have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 

humble  servant,  ^         tr  n     -i    . 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Major-General  Gates,  New-York. 


1 


PRESIDENT   or    CONGRESS    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 

Philadelphia,  May  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  By  the  best  intelligence  from  Europe,  it 
appears  that  the  British  nation  have  proceeded  to  the  last 
extremity,  and  have  actually  taken  into  pay  a  number  of 
foreign  troops,  who,  in  all  probability,  are  on  their  passage 
to  America  at  this  very  time.  The  transactions  of  the  Mi- 
nistry are  so  much  hid  from  view,  that  we  are  left  to  wan- 
der in  the  field  of  conjecture ;  and  it  is  entirely  to  accident 
we  are  indebted  for  any  little  information  we  may  receive 
with  regard  to  their  designs  against  us.  This  uncertainty, 
however,  I  hope  will  have  the  proper  effect.  It  should 
stimulate  the  Colonies  to  greater  diligence  and  vigour,  in 
preparing  to  ward  off  the  blow,  as  our  enemies  may,  for 
anything  we  know,  be  at  our  very  door.  In  this  situation 
of  affairs,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  the  town  o{  Boston 
should  receive  a  reinforcement,  to  prevent  it  from  falling 
again  into  the  hands  of  such  miscreants  as  have  just  been 
driven  out  of  it.  The  Congress,  therefore,  considering  the 
small  number  of  troops  in  that  place,  and  the  impossibility 
of  detaching  any  from  the  Continental  Army,  which  has 
lately  been  much  weakened  by  the  two  brigades,  consisting 
often  regiments,  ordered  into  Canada,  have  come  to  the  en- 
closed resolutions,  which  I  am  commanded  to  transmit  you, 
being  fully  assured  that  you  will  do  everything  in  your 
power  to  carry  the  same  into  effect  as  speedily  as  possible. 
1  enclose  to  you,  also,  blank  commissions  for  the  Captains 
and  subalterns  of  the  two  regiments  to  be  raised  in  Massa- 
chusetts Colony,  to  be  filled  up  with  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons you  may  please  to  appoint. 

With  respect  to  the  Field  Officers,  I  have  it  in  command 
to  request  you  will  please  to  recommend  to  Congress,  as 
early  as  possible,  the  names  of  persons  you  judge  proper 
for  those  offices,  in  order  that  they  may  be  appointed  and 
commissioned  by  the  Congress.     As  soon  as  1  have  the 


president  of  congress  to  NEW-HAMPSHIRE  CONVENTION. 

Philadelphia,  May  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  resolve 
of  Congress,  which  I  am  commanded  to  transmit  you,  tliat 
they  have  directed  another  battalion  to  be  raised  in  your 
Colony  on  Continental  pay.  The  Army  under  General 
Washington  has  been  so  extremely  weakened,  by  detaching 
ten  regiments  into  Canada,  on  a  most  important  service,  that 
it  has  become  apparently  necessary  for  the  security  of  the 
Eastern  Governments  to  increase  the  number  of  troops  in 
that  quarter.  The  Congress  have  accordingly  resolved  that 
two  regiments  be  raised  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  one  in  Netv- 
Hampshire,  and  one  in  Connecticut,  for  the  service  of  the 
United  Colonies.  They  have  also  been  pleased  to  appoint 
Horatio  Gates,  Esquire,  a  Major-General,  and  Thomas 
Mifflin,  Esquire,  a  Brigadier-General  in  the  Continental 
Army. 

Your  zeal  and  ardour  in  the  American  cause  will,  I  am 
pereuaded,  induce  you  to  carry  the  enclosed  resolve  into 
effect,  with  all  the  expedition  which  your  own  situation  and 
the  publick  good  so  evidently  require. 

I  enclose  you,  also,  blank  commissions  for  the  Captains 
and  subalterns  of  the  regiment  to  be  raised  in  your  Colony, 
to  be  filled  up  with  the  names  of  the  persons  you  may  please 
to  appoint.  With  respect  to  the  Field  Officers,  I  have  it  in 
command  to  request  you  will  please  to  recommend  to  Con- 
gress as  eariy  as  possible  the  names  of  persons  you  judge 
proper  for  those  offices,  in  order  that  they  may  be  appointed 
and  commissioned  by  the  Congress.  As  soon  as  I  have  the 
honour  to  receive  your  recommendations,  I  will  lay  them 
before  Congress,  and  immediately  upon  their  determination 
transmit  you  the  commissions,  filled  up  accordingly. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant,        j        ^^  n     • , 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  of  New-Hampshire. 

[Same  to  the  Honourable  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut.] 


GEORGE  MORGAN  TO  LEWIS  MORRIS. 

[Reail  May  27,  1776.   Referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Indian 

Affairs.] 

Pittsburgh,  May  16,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  My  letter  to  the  Commissioners  for  Lidian 
Affairs,  dated  the  3d  instant,  I  enclosed  to  you  by  Mrs. 
Connolly,  who  is  on  a  visit  to  her  husband.  The  man  who 
accompanied  her  will  set  out  on  his  return  here  about  the 
time  you  receive  this.  I  therefore  flatter  myself  with  hear- 
ing from  you  by  him  ;  and,  if  you  can,  do  let  Mrs.  Morgan 
know  of  the  opportunity.  I  enclose  her  letter  in  yours, 
directed,  "  On  the  publick  ser^'ice,"  with  your  name  on  the 
outside.     This  will  ensure  their  coming  safe. 

In  a  few  weeks  you  may  expect  full  intelligence,  as  I  have 
sent  to  all  the  towns,  Detroit  and  Niagara,  at  the  risk,  too, 
of  paying  all  the  expenses  myself.  This  is  a  critical  time, 
and  unless  the  Commissioners  can  attend  to  their  depart- 
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ment,  or  I  have  full  powei's,  you  will  liear  of  things  going 
very  wrong.  Mr.  Butter's  continuing  to  tell  ihc  Indiana 
be  is  the  agent,  confuses  them,  and  makes  ail  concerned 
appear  ridiculous. 

Laac  Stiil,  the  Interpreter,  died  a  few  days  after  I  left 
him.  Mis  widow  and  son  arrived  here  the  7th  instant. 
On  the  road  Captain  HTiite-Eyes's  little  horse,  which  1  un- 
derstood you  bought  for  him  from  Mr.  Spcnre,  was  claimed 
and  taken  from  StiJTs  son  by  a  Moses  ft  atson,  of  Ligonier. 
What  can  be  done  in  this  matter  ? 

Cajjtain  Arhitckle,  with  a  company  of  Virginia  forces, 
departed  from  hence  yesterday  for  the  mouth  of  the  Great 
Kenhawa,  where  they  are  to  rebuild  the  fort,  and  to  remain 
till  further  orders  from  the  Convention.  I  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  send  an  Indian  with  them,  and  a  proper  message  on 
llie  occasion  to  the  Delawares  and  Shavmees,  accompanied 
by  one  of  his  officers,  which  I  am  sure  will  have  a  good 
effect. 

Tilings  are  not  right  with  the  Northern  Indians,  particu- 
larly with  the  Senecas.  I  have  now  two  Indians  at  Magara, 
attending  the  treaty  there,  and  no  doubt  proper  persons  are 
employed  from  the  Northern  Department  for  the  same  pur- 
pose ;  so  that  you  cannot  fail  of  receiving  early  intelligence 
of  the  designs  of  our  enemies  there,  which,  as  I  surmise, 
are  against  Pittsburgh.  I  have  told  Captain  Ncvil  so,  that 
he  may  be  prepared.  My  reasons  are,  first,  their  force  is 
sufficient,  provided  they  can  gain  over  the  Indians;  second, 
ihey  have  water-carriage  all  the  way,  except  eight  miles ; 
third,  there  is  scarcely  powder  west  of  the  mountains  suffi- 
cient for  every  man  to  prime  his  gun,  and  only  two  hundred 
pounds  in  the  fort  here  ;  fourth,  they  cannot  be  strangers  to 
our  situation ;  and  fifth,  it  is  an  object  well  worthy  their 
enterprise.  As  this  is  mere  suspicion  in  me,  from  their 
having  lately  reconnoitred  the  carrying  place,  and  from  the 
practicability  of  the  scheme,  I  venture  only  to  intimate  it  to 
you.  Had  I  discretionary  powers  I  would  do  several  things 
to  defeat  such  a  plan  if  formed,  which  1  cannot  now  do ; 
nor  indeed  hardly  anything  except  at  the  risk  of  bearing 
the  expense  myself.  I  have,  therefore,  taken  the  liberty  to 
point  out  some  necessary  particulars  for  the  Commissioners 
or  Congress  to  instruct  me  in. 

Between  the  10th  and  15th  o!  June  three  or  four  of  the 
Shawnee  Chiefs,  and  as  many  of  the  Delawares,  will  be 
here,  and  I  expect  three  Chiefs  of  the  Senecas.  I  shall 
therefore  depend  on  you  to  have  the  bearer,  Mr.  Boreman, 
despatched  so  as  to  arrive  here  by  the  15th  at  farthest,  with 
my  instructions,  and  the  time  fixed  for  the  treaty,  as  it  is  of 
very  great  consequence. 

1  likewise  flatter  myself  that  Mr.  Butler  will  have  advice 
Irom  the  Commissioners  not  to  interfere  further  in  my  de- 
partment, or  that  I  shall  have  leave  to  return  home  after  I 
forward  the  grand  belt,  which  you  may  rely  on  I  will  do, 
unless  obstacles  are  designedly  thrown  in  my  way,  and  that 
you  will  see  Deputies  here  from  the  Anahache  confederacy 
in  consequence  thereof,  desiring  to  take  hold  (as  they  express 
themselves)  of  the  chain  of  friendship. 

Yesterday  I  gave  information  to  the  Committee  here  of  a 
certain  Molloy,  one  of  Captain  CampbeWs  soldiers,  lately 
confined  at  Philadelphia,  who  arrived  here  the  10th  instant, 
with  a  message  from  Dr.  Connolly  to  Mr.  McKee,  to  forward 
certain  orders  and  intelligence  to  Detroit.  The  man  is 
secured,  and  the  County  Committee  will  meet  next  Tuesday, 
when  all  their  proceedings  therein  shall  be  sent  to  you.  I 
need  not  tell  you  how  I  obtained  this  intelligence,  nor  must 
it  be  mentioned.  Mr.  McKee  is  to  be  examined  by  the 
Committee. 

I  beg  you  will  make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Laurence,  to  your  sister,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shee,  and  all  the 
family. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Geokge  Morgan. 
To  Lewis  Morris,  Esquire. 

P.  S.  I  have  acquainted  Mr.  Butler  of  this  opportunity 
several  days  past.  He  is  now  at  Hanna's  Toum,  so  that  I 
suppose  he  does  not  write. 


forty-four  muskets  to  be  forwarded  from  Rhode-Island  to 
New-York  for  the  Continental  service;  and  as  it  is  j)roba- 
ble  you  may  think  proper  to  give  some  directions  about 
the  mode  of  getting  them  safe  down,  we  trouble  you  with 
these  open  letters,  that  you  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
forwarding  them,  and  of  adding  thereto  what  you  may  think 
necessary. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  obedient, 
humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Secret  Committee : 

Robert  Morris,  Chairman. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


PHILADELPHIA    COMMIITEE. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  May  16,  1776. 

The  Committee  having  already  made  known  to  the  in- 
habitants of  this  city  the  pressing  occasion  there  is  for  a 
large  quantity  of  Lead,  to  be  employed  in  the  defence  of 
this  coCintry,  and  requested  them  to  spare  for  the  publick 
use  the  various  species  of  Leaden  Weights  in  their  respec- 
tive families,  the  Conmiittee,  as  the  most  easy  and  expedi- 
tious method  of  procuring  such  Lead,  have  appointed  TAorna* 
Ncvcll,  Frazer  Kinsley,  fVilliam  Colliday,  and  John  Darcy, 
to  go  round  the  city,  and  receive  it  at  the  several  houses, 
they  paying  at  the  rate  of  six  pence  per  pound,  as  formerly 
specified,  it  being  understood  that  clock-weights  are  not  at 
present  comprehended  among  them,  £ts  the  iron  weights  to 
replace  them  are  not  yet  made. 

It  is  expected  that  every  virtuous  citizen  will  immediately 
and  cheerfully  comply  with  this  requisition  ;  but  if  any  per- 
sons should  be  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  the  publick  good  as  to 
refuse,  a  list  of  their  names  is  directed  to  be  returned  to  this 
Committee. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

William  Govett,  Secretary. 


ROBERT   morris    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  May  16,  1776. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  letters  will  discover  to  your  Excel- 
lency that  the  Congress  have  ordered  two  hundred  and 


COLONEL  TUPPER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Sloop  Hester,  off  Amboy,  May  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  Ever  since  the  evening  date  of  my  last  report  I 
have  been  employed  in  detecting  some  persons  who  have 
lately  been  on  board  the  men-of-war,  in  a  small  sloop  which 
I  have  taken  into  custody,  and  shall  wait  your  Excellency's 
orders  for  a  further  disposition  of  her.  I  have  also  taken, 
and  sent  by  Lieutenant  Humphreys,  who  brings  this,  one 
Mrs.  Darhage,  who  went  on  board.  She  has  absolutely 
refused  to  give  any  account,  or  answer  any  questions,  both 
to  the  Committee  of  the  town  as  well  as  to  myself,  and 
says  she  will  do  the  same  to  your  Excellency ;  but  it  is  my 
opinion  a  little  smell  of  the  black-hole  will  set  her  tongue 
at  liberty.  It  is  the  opinion  of  our  friends  in  this  town  that 
she  is  able  to  bring  out  a  number  of  rascals  and  villains  in 
sundry  towns  nigh  here. 

There  is  something  unaccountable  to  me,  as  well  as  of 
the  Committee  here,  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Brunswick,  where  one  John  Hartwick  resides, 
who  conveyed  the  woman  on  board,  and  carried  fresh  meat, 
hams,  &ic.  I  sent  a  party  to  apprehend  him,  but  he  could 
not  be  found  until  the  officers  pledged  their  honours  that  no 
violence  should  be  offered.  The  Committee  met,  examined 
him,  and  resolved  that,  as  he  had  got  on  shore,  it  was  more 
proper  he  should  be  tried  by  tiieir  own  Provincial  Congress 
than  by  military  law ;  took  bonds  for  his  appearance,  and 
set  him  at  liberty.  As  a  good  correspondence  with  the 
Committees  is  so  necessary,  (which  I  have  endeavoured 
and  obtained  here  and  elsewhere,)  I  judged  (however  I 
may  be  mistaken)  that  it  would  not  be  prudent  for  me 
to  arrest  him  until  I  had  acquainted  your  Excellency  with 
the  circumstances  ;  your  further  orders  will  be  obeyed  to  a 
tittle.  It  is  thought  that  he  is  detained,  lest  by  examination 
he  should  bring  out  some  pretended  friends  in  disguise  ;  he 

owns  he  saw  Person, Langdon  and  his  brother,  who 

live  on  Long-Island,  near  Hog-Island,  on  board  one  of 
the  ships,  as  he  (said  Hartunck)  was  on  board  both. 

I  have  sent  a  number  of  limes,  which  I  found  in  the 
care  of  one  Thomas  Stevens,  a  late  collector,  who  is  very 
insolent,  but  I  can  get  no  evidence  against  him  unless  the 
lady's  tongue  should  be  set  at  liberty,  and  I  could  find  no 
owner  for  them  and  thought  no  person  could  be  more 
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deserving  of  them  than  your  Excellency.     I  have  kept  a 
few  to  drink  your  Excellency's  health. 

I  am  instantly  removing  my  station  to  Princess-Bay ; 
shall  send  the  whale-boats  to  cruise  in  the  Narrows.  The 
Tories  here  begin  to  hang  their  heads  like  bulrushes,  and 
the  friends  to  America  have  taken  great  courage  and  act 
more  vigorous  since  my  arrival ;  hope  soon,  by  God's  bless- 
ing, to  be  able  to  bring  them  to  terms,  as  well  as  many 
other  of  your  Excellency's  enemies.  I  have  got  a  good 
rattan,  and,  unless  I  am  forbid  by  your  Excellency,  if  they 
insult  me  as  a  Continental  officer,  as  some  of  them  have 
done,  rather  than  trouble  your  Excellency  with  such  vil- 
lains, I  will  pay  them  off  at  the  small  end  of  my  rattan. 

As  I  conceive  that  as  soon  as  I  can  complete  the  num- 
ber of  whale-boats,  he,  as  was  proposed,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  send  part  of  the  armament  to  cruise  on  Long-Island 
shore ;  and  as  I  conceive  that  the  vessel  which  we  sent  up 
the  Sound  after  them  waits  only  for  a  wind  to  return,  that 
when  the  wind  is  fair,  should  be  glad  of  your  Excellency's 
approbation  to  post  my  vessels  in  the  best  manner  I  can,  and 
return  to  Neio-  York  to  man  and  direct  the  said  boats,  &,c. 

I  cannot  discover  any  alteration  of  the  situation  of  the 
ships  at  the  Hook. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obliged  and  obedient  hum- 
ble  servant,  Benjamin  Tupper, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  21  si  Regiment. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Thursday,  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

P.  S.  As  Captain  Grige  Cregier,  of  the  schooner  Put- 
nam, who  is  gone  to  York  to  procure  some  necessaries,  was 
with  the  Committee  at  Brunswick,  your  Excellency  can 
inquire  of  him  further  of  the  matter. 


I 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO   JONATHAN    STURGES. 

New- York,  May  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  favour  of  the  14th,  with  an  account  of  the 
apprehending  of  sundry  Tories  by  order  of  your  Committee, 
and  the  taking  of  others  by  Captain  Harding,  is  now  be- 
fore me.  Your  zeal  and  activity  upon  this  occasion  is  truly 
commendable,  and  with  great  pleasure  I  will  lend  any  aid 
in  my  power  that  shall  be  thought  within  the  line  of  my 
department  to  root  out  or  secure  such  abominable  pests  of 
society ;  but  as  you  have  neither  pointed  out  the  names  or 
places  of  abode  of  the  persons  alluded  to  by  your  informants 
on  Long-Island,  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  a  more  explicit 
description  from  you ;  and,  in  the  mean  while,  will  set  on 
foot  a  proper  inquiry  into  this  matter  of  some  gentlemen 
here  acquainted  with  the  Island,  and  concert  some  plan  for 
defeating  the  designs  which  you  think  are  in  agitation. 

I  shall  add  no  more  at  present,  than  that  I  am,  sir,  your 

most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 

To  Jonathan  Sturges,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Suffolk. 

general.  WASHINGTON  TO  MASSACHUSETTS  COUNCIL. 

New- York,  May  16,  1776. 
Gentlemen:  The  honourable  Continental  Congress 
having  come  to  sundry  resolutions  respecting  the  cannon 
and  stores  in  and  about  Boston,  and  the  mode  to  be  observed 
for  paying  the  Militia  lately  called  in  for  the  defence  of  the 
lines  before  Boston,  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit 
you  copies  thereof,  lest  they  may  not  have  come  to  hand. 
I  would  observe  that  I  think  it  will  be  of  advantage  to  you 
to  make  your  arrangements  of  the  cannon  originally  be- 
longing to  the  Colony  and  those  presented  it  by  Congress, 
and  not  to  count  on  those  brought  from  Ticonderoga,  and 
which  are  left,  though  Congress  are  willing  to  lend  them ; 
for  it  is  more  than  probable  that  they  may  be  wanted  else- 
where, and  if  they  should,  it  will  derange  your  order  and 
lay  you  under  the  necessity  of  providing  others  and  car- 
riages at  a  time  that  may  be  inconvenient,  and  when  they 
may  be  made  useful. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your 

most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  Representatives  of  the 
Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE  COMMITTEE    Or 
SAFETY. 

New-York,  May  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  honourable  Continental  Congress 
having  lately  come  to  some  resolutions  respecting  the  can- 
non and  other  stores  in  Boston,  which  interest  your  Colony, 
and  the  mode  to  be  observed  for  paying  the  Militia  lately 
called  on  for  the  defence  of  the  lines  before  Boston,  I  do 
myself  the  honour  to  transmit  you  copies  thereof  lest  they 
may  not  have  been  otherwise  forwarded ;  and  am,  gentlemen, 
with  great  esteem  and  regard,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  New-Hampshire. 


ROBERT    H.    HARRISON    TO    GENERAL    WARD. 

New- York,  May  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  9th  instant,  and  to  infonn 
you  that  the  report  respecting  the  regiments  being  kept 
on  Bunker-Hill  and  Dorchester-Heights  was  currently  and 
confidently  told  here ;  but  not  with  the  injurious  motives 
you  seem  to  apprehend,  but  as  arising  from  a  misinterpre- 
tation of  his  orders,  which  you  imagined  confined  them 
there.  The  matter  being  thus  related,he  conceived  it  highly 
necessary  that  you  should  be  made  acquainted  that  such 
was  not  his  design,  though  his  instructions  should  seem  to 
warrant  their  being  continued  there,  and  exempted  from 
duty. 

His  Excellency  congratulates  you  on  the  success  of  Cap- 
tain Tucker,  and  is  hopeful  more  of  the  vessels  employed 
for  the  Ministerial  Army  will  be  picked  up.  They  will',  in 
some  small  degree,  compensate  for  the  damage  done  by 
seizing  those  belonging  to  us. 

Last  night  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  arrived  here, 
part  of  which  are  for  the  Army  at  Boston.  By  the  Honour- 
able John  Hancock's  letter  accompanying  them,  he  is  to 
write  his  Excellency  by  to-morrow's  post  of  the  disposition 
of  them,  with  orders  to  the  Paymaster. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Robert  H.  Harrison. 
To  General  Ward,  Boston. 


NEW-YORK  committee. 
Committee-Chamber,  New-York,  May  16,  1776. 
Whereas  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  have  ap- 
pointed, and  earnestly  recommend,  "  That  the  17th  instant 
(being  to-morrow)  be  observed  by  the  United  Colonies  as 
a  day  of  Humiliation,  Fasting  and  Prayer ;  that  we  may, 
with  united  hearts,  confess  and  bewail  our  manifold  sins  and 
transgressions  against  God,  and,  by  a  sincere  repentance  and 
amendment  of  life,  as  a  People,  appease  his  righteous  dis- 
pleasure against  us,  humbly  imploring  his  assistance  to  frus- 
trate the  cruel  purposes  of  our  unnatural  enemies,  and  by 
inclining  their  hearts  to  justice  and  peace,  prevent  the  fur- 
ther effusion  of  human  blood;  but  if,  continuing  deaf  to  the 
voice  of  reason  and  humanity,  and  inflexibly  bent  on  deso- 
lation and  war,  they  constrain  us  to  repel  their  hostile  inva- 
sions by  open  resistance,  that  it  may  please  the  Lord  of  Hosts, 
the  God  of  Armies,  to  animate  our  Officers  and  Soldiers 
with  invincible  fortitude,  to  guard  and  protect  them  in  the 
day  of  battle,  and  to  crown  the  Continental  arms,  by  sea 
and  land,  with  victory  and  success ;  that  he  may  bless  all 
our  Representatives  in  General  Congress,  Provincial  Con- 
gress, Conventions  and  Committees ;  preserve  and  strengthen 
their  union,  give  wisdom  and  stability  to  their  councils,  and 
direct  the  most  efficient  measures  for  establishing  the  rights 
of  America  on  the  most  honourable  and  permanent  bas'is ; 
that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  bless  all  the  people 
in  these  Colonies  with  health  and  plenty,  and  grant  that  a 
spirit  of  incorruptible  patriotism  and  of  pure  and  undefiled 
religion  may  universally  prevail,  and  that  this  Continent  may 
speedily  be  restored  to  the  blessings  of  peace  and  liberty,  and 
enabled  to  transmit  them  inviolate  to  the  latest  posterity :" 
It  is  therefore  expected  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  City 
and  County  do,  on  the  morrow,  abstain  from  all  and  every 
kind  of  servile  labour,  business,  and  employment,  and  attend 
upon  Divine  service  in  publick,  which  will  be  performed 
in  all  the  Churches  in  this  City;  that  no  persons  (but 
such  as  are  in  the  Continental  servite,  whose  business  may 
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require  it)  will  be  permitted  to  cross  the  ferries,  ride  or  walk 
out  of  town,  or  about  the  streets,  for  amusement  or  diver- 
Mon ;  and  that  all  parents  and  masters  will  be  carelul  to 
restrain  their  children  and  servants  from  playing  and  strag- 
Ulin'r  about  this  City  on  the  ensuing  day,  which  ought  to  be, 
'and'we  trust  will  be,  kept  as  the  most  solemn  day  this  de- 
voted Continent  has  ever  yet  beheld.       

A  tme  copy  from  the  Minutes.     Published  by  order  of 
the  Committee.  Joseph  Winter,  Secretary. 


GENERAL    SULLIVAN   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  May  16,  1776. 

My  dear  General  :  I  this  moment  returned  from  Still- 
water, where  I  have  been  to  give  some  directions  about 
conveying  the  provisions  forward  to  our  troops  in  Canada. 
Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the  letters  which  I  for- 
warded to  your  Excellency  I  drafted  a  number  of  men  for 
the  batteaus  from  the  regiments  here,  being  well  convinced 
that  the  men  appointed  for  that  purpose  would  not  in  a  year 
carry  forward  provisions  enough  to  last  our  troops  a  month. 
I  sent  off  all  the  batteaus  to  Half-Moon,  (the  night  the  ex- 
press arrived,)  well  loaded  with  pork.     Our  men,  though 
unacquainted  with  the  river,  carried  up  the  batteaus  and 
returned  again  early  in  the  morning.     1  had  them  imme- 
diately loaded  and  sent  off  again.     When  I  had  ordered 
them  constantly  to  make  two  trips  in  twenty-four  hours,  I 
thought  best  to  proceed  up  the  river  to  see  whether  it  went 
from  thence  without  being  delayed  by  the  indolence  of 
such  rascally  batteaumen  and  wagoners  as  we  are  cursed 
with  in  this  city.     When  I  arrived  at  Half-Moon  (about 
twelve  miles  from  hence)  early  on  the  15th  instant,  to  my 
surprise  I  found  three  hundred  barrels  (which   I  had  sent 
forward)  lying  on  the  beach,  without  any  teams  to  carry 
them  to  Stillwater,  about  twelve  miles  farther.     I  inquired 
for  the  Wagonmaster,  and  was  informed  he  was  at  his  own 
house  about  six  miles  off.     I  immediately  wrote  him  of  the 
necessity  of  his  exerting  himself  at  this  time.     I  heard  of 
some  wagons  ready  to  enter  the  service  at  Neiv-  City.     I 
immediately  ordered  the  Commissary  there  to  send  for  and 
employ  them.     I  then  proceeded  the  same  day  to  Still- 
water ;  there  I  found  some  batteaus  setting  off  with  one 
oar  and  a  paddle ;  some  indeed  had  neither ;  some  of  them 
making  one  trip  to  Saratoga-Falls  in  a  day,  arid  some  but 
one  in^two  days,  though  the  distance  is  but  sixteen  miles, 
and  the  water  not  half  so  rapid  as  between  this  and  Half- 
Moon.     I  immediately  drafted  a  number  of  watermen  from 
Colonel  Winds's  Regiment  for  the  batteaus,  ordered  a  party 
to  make  proper  oars  and  paddles,  and,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  overseer  there,  contrived  matters  so  that  two  trips 
may  be  made  in  twenty-four  hours,  at  least  double  the  num- 
ber they  have  heretofore  made.     I  wrote  an  account  of  the 
steps  I  had  taken  to  General  Schuyler,  and  on  my  return 
this  day  was  happy  to  find  the  wagoners  formeriy  employed 
in  the  service  exerting  themselves  well,  with  a  number  of 
new  ones,  who  had  joined  them,  in  a  manner  really  aston- 
ishing.   I  met  in  twelve  miles  riding  one  hundred  and  thirty 
barrels  of  pork,  in  wagons,  many  of  which  were  doubtless 
at  Stillwater  by  twelve  o'clock,  and  I  doubt  not  double  the 
number  will  go  on  to-morrow,  and  I  shall  do  everything  in 
my  power  to  increase  the  number  from  day  to  day  till  the 
provisions  are  gone,  when  I  hope  to  follow  with  all  possible 
expedition  to  assist  our  friends  in  Canada.     I  laid  the  mat- 
ter before  the  Committee  here,  who  were  kind  enough  to 
collect  a  number  of  strong  wagons  to  go  through  to  Lake 
George,  without  any  water  carriage  at  all.     I  find  now  that 
we  have  sent  off  a  great  part  of  our  pork,  and  in  two  days 
more  we  shall  have  none  to  send  unless  it  arrives  from  ^ew- 
York.     Your  Excellency  will  give  such  directions  about 
this  matter  as  you  may  think  proper. 

Assure  yourself,  my  dear  General,  that  nothing  shall  be 
wanting  on  my  part  to  forward  the  business  here ;  and  be- 
lieve me  to  be,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  servant,  j^^^^  Sullivan. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

general    SCHtnrLER   TO    general   WASHINGTON. 

•     Fort  George,  May  16,  1776—10  o'clock  A.  M. 
My  DEAR  General:   This  moment  Captain  Goforth 


arrived,  with  sundry  letters  and  papers  to  me,  copies  of 
all  which  1  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Ex- 
cellency. 

The  distress  our  Army  is  in  from  their  variety  of  wants  is 
tmly  affecting,  and  gives  me  the  most  poignant  anxiety. 
Some  of  the  enclosed  papers  observe  that  General  Thomp- 
son's brigade  carried  only  ten  days'  provision  with  them ; 
but  this  is  happily  a  mistake,  for  they  carried  from  three  to 
five  barrels  of  pork  in  each  batteau,  with  all  the  flour  that 
was  at  the  post,  insomuch  that  Colonel  JVynkoop  had  to 
send  an  express-boat  here  for  pork  and  flour  for  his  garrison. 
On  the  I3th,  I  sent  off  one  hundred  and  twenty  barrels 
of  pork,  with  ordei-s  to  have  it  forwarded  without  delay. 
Colonel  JVynkoop  writes  me  that  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
barrels  of  it  left  Ticondcrago  on  the  14th,  and  it  will  pro- 
bably reach  St.  Johns  to-day. 

Immediately  on  receiving  the  intelligence  of  our  distress 
in  Canada,  I  flew  to  the  communication  below;  sent  on 
part  of  Reed's  Regiment,  the  front  of  which  I  met  (on  the 
fifth  day  after  their  leaving  Albany)  twenty-three  miles  be- 
low this;  those  I  sent  on,  being  picked  men,  arrived  here  the 
same  evening,  being  the  14th,  and  yesterday  they  crossed 
this  Lake  with  one  hundred  and  nine  barrels  of  pork  ;  twelve 
barrels  more  are  gone  off  this  morning,  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy  barrels,  with  half  the  remainder  of  Reed's  Regi- 
ment, will  move  to-morrow ;  and  the  next  day  I  hope  to 
send  an  equal  quantity,  and  after  that,  about  fifty  barrels  a 
day  along  with  the  troops  ordered  to  move  on  Saturday 
next  from  the  several  places  where  they  were  halted. 
When  I  met  Colonel  Reed's  Regiment,  I  had  their  heavy 


baggage  taken  out  of  the  batteaus,  and  loaded  them  with 
pork,  acquainting  the  officers  and  men  with  the  distress  our 
people  laboured  under  in  Canada  for  want  of  provisions ; 
but  as  I  could  not  stay  to  see  the  boats  off,  being  obliged 
to  push  further  down  the  river  to  the  other  places  of  em- 
barkation, no  sooner  was  my  back  turned  when  the  officers 
threw  the  provisions  out  of  the  batteaus,  and  reloaded  their 
baggage  ;  by  which  means  I  have  forty-eight  barrels  of  pork 
less  than  I  had  ordered.  At  this  outrage  and  infamous  con- 
duct I  must,  however,  wink,  lest  the  service  should  be  still 
more  retarded. 

I  hope  a  considerable  quantity  of  pork  is  coming ;  if  there 
is,  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  will  be  sent  off  daily  from 
here  after  the  21st  instant.  I  shall  be  quite  out  of  nails  on 
Tuesday;  I  hope  a  supply  is  on  the  way  up.  Intrenching 
tools  of  every  kind  will  be  wanting.  More  powder,  lead, 
and  cannon-ball,  and  guns  for  the  vessels  on  Lake  Cham-, 
plain;  rigging,  sail-cloth,  and  sailmakers,  to  be  sent  up. 

I  have  received  further  proofs  of  the  hostile  intentions  of 
Sir  John  Johnson,  and  have  sent  orders  to  have  him  appre- 
hended, and  all  the  Highlanders  to  be  removed  ;  but  as  this 
is  a  matter  that  might  give  umbrage  to  the  Indians,  I  have 
referred  the  expediency  of  it  to  the  Commissioners  of  Indian 
Affairs  and  the  Committee  of  Albany,  who,  if  they  approve, 
will  deliver  the  orders,  otherwise  not. 

I  am  obliged  to  be  so  continually  on  horseback  to  see  that 
everything  fs  kept  in  train,  that  I  have  little  time  to  write; 
I  shall,  however,  not  let  a  single  opportimity  slip  to  advise 
your  Excellency  of  every  information  I  receive,  by  which 
means  Congress  will  be  informed  of  all. 

The  misfortunes  we  experience  would  in  all  probability 
have  been  prevented,  had  the  Connecticut  Troops  not  quit- 
ted Canada  so  eariy  as  they  did  last  year,  or  had  it  been 
possible  for  Congress  to  have  complied  with  my  repeated 
solicitations  to  send  troops. 

Although  I  believe  we  shall  lose  Canada,  which  will  be 
attended  with  many  disagreeable  consequences,  yet  I  am 
not  under  the  least  apprehensions  that  they  will  be  able  to 
penetrate  into  this  Province. 

I  am,  with  every  wish  for  your  Excellency's  health  and 
happiness,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  ScHtrrLER. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

GENERAL    ARNOLD   TO   GENERAL    SCHirTLEK. 

Montreal,  May  11,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  By  the  bearer  you  will  receive  letters 

from  the  honourable  Commissioners,  advising  you  of  our 

situation  and  prospects  in  respect  to  provisions,  &ic.     You 

will  also  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General 


481 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  MAY,  1776. 


482 


Thomas  to  me,  dated  at  Dcschnmhault,  by  which  you  will 
see  the  distressed  and  critical  situation  of  our  Army,  which  I 
can  hardly  flatter  myself  will  bo  better,  at  least  for  some 
time.  Indeed,  we  have  everything  to  fear  if  the  enemy's 
reinforcements  are  as  considerable  as  we  have  reason  to 


MESSRS.  CARROLL    AND    CHASE    TO    DR.    FRANKLIN. 

Montreal,  May  11,  1776. 
Dear  Sir:  We  are  fully  sensible  of  the  great  risk  of 
taking  post  at  Deschamhault.    We  have  suggested  in  writing 
the   difficulties   and    reasons  which  have   occurred   to   us 


think,  and  they  improve  their  advantage.     I  tremble  for  the     against  that  measure,  to  General  Arnold.     Our  Army's  re- 


fate  of  our  scattered,  sick,  starved,  and  distressed  Army,  as 
well  as  for  our  friends  in  this  country,  many  of  whom  will 
lose  their  all  if  we  are  obliged  to  evacuate  it.  Salted  pro- 
visions are  not  in  this  country,  very  little  fresh,  and  that 
miserably  poor ;  our  whole  dependancc  is  on  you.     More 


maining  at  Deschambault  will  de|)end  m  great  measure  on 
the  strength  of  the  enemy's  land  forces,  and  their  activity 
and  diligence  in  following  up  the  blow  they  have  already 
given  our  small  shattered  Army.  Before  this,  no  doubt 
General  Thomas  has  received  some  information  of  the  ene- 


troops  will  add  to  our  distress,  unless  they  are  supplied  with     ,-,^y'g  numbers  and  of  their  motions.     We  are  inclined  to 
provisions,  which  must  be  forwarded  on  to  us  immediately,     ^\^^^■^\^  ^  retreat  will  be  made,  first  to  St.  Johns  and  then  to 


or  we  shall  not  be  able  to  continue  in  the  country,  or  return 
home.  I  shall  set  out  for  the  Arjny  in  two  hours,  and  pro- 
ceed from  the  Sord  with  the  gondola  and  heavy  cannon, 
if  there  should  be  any  prospect  of  maintaining  our  post  at 
Deschambault,  of  which  I  expect  to  be  able  to  judge  better 
when  I  arrive  at  the  Sorel.  You  may  depend  that  every- 
thing in  my  power  will  be  done  to  keep  possession  of  this 
country,  which  has  cost  us  so  much  blood  and  expense. 

I  am,  with  my  best  wishes,  very  respectfully,  dear  Gene- 
ral, your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Benedict  Arnm^d. 
To  General  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  Flour  can  be  procured  in  this  country,  provided  we 
keep  possession  of  this  part  of  it.  A  magazine  will  be  im- 
mediately established  at  St.  Johns  to  secure  our  retreat. 

B.  A. 


COMMISSIONERS    TO    CANADA    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Montreal,  May  U,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  enclosed  intelligence  came  to  hand  at 
two  o'clock  this  morning.  It  is  impossible  to  procure  any 
pork  in  this  Colony ;  there  is  none  but  what  came  over  the 
Lakes.  A  schooner  sails  this  afternoon  for  Deschambault 
with  three  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  flour  and  about  ten 
barrels  of  pork,  which  is  the  whole  to  be  procured  here. 
After  the  arrival  of  the  brigade  under  General  Thompson, 
we  compute  there  will  be  about  five  thousand  troops  in 
Canada.  We  underetand  this  brigade  brings  only  ten  days' 
provisions  with  them. 

Mr.  Price  thinks  he  can  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
wheat  with  the  bills  of  exchange  (three  thousand  pounds 
sterling)  lodged  with  him  by  Congress ;  and  Mr.  Bondfield, 
with  the  specie  lent  us  by  that  company,  will  endeavour 
to  purchase  some  beef,  but  the  quantity  is  very  uncertain, 
and  the  quality  will  be  very  indifferent.  Some  peas  may 
be  bought,  but  no  other  vegetables  of  any  kind  can  be 
expected. 

General  Arnold  leaves  us  this  afternoon  to  go  down  to 
Deschambault ;  we  cannot  flatter  ourselves  with  the  keep- 
ing possession  of  that  post.  The  cannon  which  you  sent, 
and  our  powder  (about  five  tons)  are  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Sorel.  We  think  it  impracticable,  indeed,  without  main- 
taining our  ground  at  Jacques  Cartier,  we  believe  it  im- 
possible. If  the  enemy's  frigates  should  pass  the  falls  of 
Richelieu,  and  a  fair  wind  alone  is  necessary,  our  Army  will 
be  cut  off  from  provisions  and  a  retreat  by  water.  Retreat 
by  land  will  not  only  be  very  difficult,  but  very  dangerous, 
if  pursued  by  the  enemy.  We  are  unable  to  express  our 
apprehensions  of  the  distress  our  Army  must  soon  be  re- 
duced to  from  the  want  of  provisions,  and  the  small-pox. 
If  further  reinforcements  are  sent  without  pork  to  victual 
the  whole  Army,  our  soldiers  must  perish  or  feed  on  each 
other.  Even  plunder,  the  last  resource  of  strong  necessity, 
will  not  relieve  their  wants.  We  do  not  see  the  propriety 
of  sending  more  troops  before  you  hear  from  us.  We  have 
undoubtedly  a  sufficient  number  to  maintain  St.  Johns  and 
the  Isle  aux  Noix.  You  will  be  pleased  to  communicate 
the  present  situation  of  affairs,  and  forward  the  enclosed 
papers,  to  Congress. 

We  wish  you  a  speedy  restoration  of  your  health,  and 


the  Isle  aux  JSoix.  Our  letter  to  General  Schuyler  will  give 
you  all  the  information  we  have  in  our  power  to  give  respect- 
ing the  possibility  of  subsisting  our  Army  in  Canada. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  General  Sullivan^ s  brigade  ought 
to  be  stopped  at  Fort  George  till  General  Schuyler  can  send 
over  with  them  a  sufficient  supply  of  pork,  not  only  for  the 
subsistence  of  that  brigade,  but  of  the  rest  of  the  Army  in 
Canada.  Flour  we  are  in  hopes  of  procuring  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  support  the  Army  at  least  for  four  moi>ths,  pro- 
vided we  can  keep  possession  of  the  country  adjacent  to  the 
river  Sorel  for  the  space  of  three  weeks.  We  sincerely 
wish  the  perfect  re-establishment  of  your  health.  Our  stay 
at  this  place  is  uncertain.  We  shall  be  cautious  to  retreat 
in  time  to  St.  Johns.  We  understand  there  is  but  a  very 
small  garrison  there,  and  exceedingly  negligent ;  no  sentries 
posted  in  the  night.  This  information  we  had  from  Mr. 
Price,  who  was  an  eye  witness  of  this  negligence.  Do  speak 
to  Colonel  Hazen  about  it. 

We  are,  with  great  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  affectionate 
humble  servants, 

Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton. 

Samuel  Chase. 

To  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq. 

general  THOMAS  TO  GENERAL  ARNOLD. 

Head-Quarters,  Point  Deschambault,  May  8,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  I  this  moment  received  yours  pf  the 
6th  instant,  mentioning  an  augmentation  of  troops,  floating 
batteries,  supplies  of  provisions,  &;c.,  which,  if  1  can  be  as- 
sured of  in  a  few  days,  I  shall  make  a  stand  here  with  a 
small  number  of  men.  I  have  but  two  days'  provision,  and 
will  bring  them  to  half  allowance,  and  remain  on  the  ground 
myself  till  I  can  hear  from  you. 

I  send  this  by  express,  hoping  he  will  not  be  detained 
one  hour.  Tim»will  not  allow  me  to  give  you  the  parti- 
cular reason  of  my  being  here,  but  must  refer  you  to  the 
honourable  Commissioners  of  Congress. 

I  am,  respectfully,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  and  very  hum- 

^^^  ^•^»'^^"^'  J.  Thomas. 

To  General  Arnold. 

P.  S.  Powder  is  wanting.  •  , 


commissioners    in    CANADA    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS.. 

Montreal,  May  16,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  the 
particular  notice  of  Congress  Major  Did/ois ;   his  services 
entitle  him  to  promotion ;  and  we  hope  an  officer  of  his 
merit  will  be  remembered  in  the  first  promotion. 
We  are,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servants,    • 
Samuel  Chase, 
Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton. 

The  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


CAPTAIN    HARDING    TO    GOVEHNOUR   TRUMBULL. 

Fairfield,  12  o'clock,  A.  M.,  May  16,  1776. 

May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  Honour  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  the 

confessions  of  Charles  McNiell,  John  McKey,  and  Daniel 

every  blessing  of  this  hfe;  and  remain,  with  the  most  per-     Baldwin,  and  a  duplicate  of  the  first,  as  the  original  was 

feet  esteem  and  regard,  dear  sir,  your  very  affectionate  and     taken  somewhat  hastily.     It  is  really  astonishing  to  see  with 


obedient  servants, 

Samuel  Chase, 

Charles  Carroll  o/ CarroZZ<on. 

To  General  P.  Schuyler. 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi. 


what  seeming  coolness  they  were  made.  It  is  needless  to 
observe  anything  about  them,  as  each  contains  a  very  full 
declaration  of  whatever  seemed  to  respect  the  declarants ; 
but  nothing  could  be  extracted  from  them  further  than  as 
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appears  by  tlieir  confessions.  Hope  your  Honours  will  ex- 
cuse me  for  desiring  the  original  of  each  to  be  sent  back,  as 
their  narncs  were  subscribed  by  their  own  hands,  and  may  be 
useful  on  their  trials,  which  will  come  on  in  a  few  days.  I 
was  present  with  the  Committee  at  each  examination  ;  and, 
with  advice  and  assisunce  of  them,  have  been  able  to  for- 
ward the  plan  of  sending  a  vessel  on  a  cruise  to  the  Island. 
She  set  out  tliis  morning  with  a  fair  wind,  and  I  am  in  hopes 
she  will  soon  return  with  her  desired  cargo. 

I  have,  with  advice  of  the  Committee,  sent  fresh  orders 
to  Newtown,  from  whence  1  am  in  expectation  of  receiving 
some  persons  of  no  small  consequence. 

Notiiing  further  has  transpired  concerning  an  eminent 
character  in  tliis  Colony,  who  was  mentioned  in  my  last.  I 
have  communicated  the  affair  to  nobody  but  Mr.  Stoddard, 
who  has  been  lielpful  to  me  as  scribe  in  my  very  great 
hurry.  As  he  is  a  young  gentleman  with  whom  I  have  had 
an  intimate  acquaintance  since  here,  I  doubt  not  but  I  may 
rely  u|)on  him,  as  I  believe  him  a  man  of  integrity  and 
honour,  for  which  I  refer  you  to  Mr.  Burr,  and  also  to  Cap- 
tain Smcdkij,  of  the  Defence.  Am  hopeful  your  Honour 
will  be  tender  in  exposing  that  certain  great  character,  as  I 
have  found  nothing  as  yet  so  conclusive  against  him,  as  I  am 
under  strong  apprehensions  I  shall  in  a  few  days.  Haw- 
leif's  confession  was  perfectly  voluntary,  (as  indeed  were  the 
rest,)  being  frequently  cautioned  by  Mr.  Sturges  and  myself 
not  to  say  anything  but  that  to  wliich  he  could  make  oath, 
and  especially  avoid  traducing  the  reputation  of  any  innocent 
man.  I  am  fully  convinced  a  little  perseverance  will  develop 
a  scheme  of  the  blackest  dye,  and  make  notorious  a  catalogue 
which  once  would  have  exceeded  all  credibility. 

The  brig  Defence  is  so  well  known  in  this  part  of  the 
Sound,  that  I  apprehend  it  would  have  been  in  vain  to  have 
sent  her  out  on  the  present  affaire.  Accordingly,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Committee,  took  the  sloop  Discovery  into  ser- 
vice, gave  the  command  of  her  to  Captain  Smedley,  sub- 
alterns were  appointed  from  among  respectable  gentlemen 
of  this  town,  and  manned  her  with  forty  of  my  own  people. 
Hope  your  Honour  will  excuse  the  liberty  on  this  pressing 
emergency.  Should  imagine  it  would  be  of  consequence,  by 
some,  small  cruisers,  to  cut  off  entirely  the  communication 
between  the  main  and  the  island,  unless  sufficient  certifi- 
cates for  a  passport  were  first  obtained  from  Magistrates  or 
the  Committee :  however,  submit  the  whole  to  your  Ho- 
nour's judgment.  In  the  mean  time,  as  your  Honour  in 
Council  was  pleased  to  vote  that  I  should  have  orders  to 
cruise  on  the  high-seas  for  a  while,  hope  1  may  not  be  dis- 
appointed. I  await  your  Honour's  further  commands,  and 
shall  cheerfully  fulfil  them  with  my  best  nihilities.  As  my 
own  desire  was,  I  joined  Commodore  Hopkins  at  New-Lon- 
don, after  the  enemy  had  left  the  coast.  I  obtained  leave  to 
pursue  your  Honour's  first  orders ;  have  touched  at  several 
places,  and  have  now  near  a  hundred  men ;  should  have 
been  now  ready  to  proceed  on  a  cruise  to  sea  had  not  these 
new  afiairs  turned  up.  Notwithstanding  I  mentioned  my 
desires  of  going  to  sea,  am,  however,  all  submission  to  future 
orders. 

The  enclosed  letter  to  Colonel  Cook  has  been  opened  by 
some  of  our  friends,  that  by  means  of  this  carriage  it  might 
come  to  your  Honour's  knowledge.  Colonel  CooAr  will 
know  the  well-intended  design,  as  it  was  done  by  advice  of 
his  good  friends.  Am  desired  to  forward  it,  which  I  accord- 
ingly do.  When  I  arrived  at  this  place,  found  the  Commit- 
tee industriously  employed  in  examining  Tories.  As  I  ima- 
gined matters  were  not  fully  ripe,  I  desired  them  to  suspend 
their  examination  till  next  Tuesday,  at  which  time  hope  to 
have  something  particular  from  your  Honour.  Shall  com- 
municate everything  of  consequence,  as  occasion  may  require. 
In  the  mean  time  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
your  Honour's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Seth  Harding. 
To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq. 


by  land  or  water,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November 
next,  under  the  same  penalties  and  forfeitures  as  are  already 
expressed  in  and  by  one  statute  of  this  Colony,  entitled 
"  An  Act  to  enable  the  Governour  to  lay  an  embargo,  and 
for  rendering  the  same,  when  laid,  effectual,"  or  shall  be 
otherwise  punished  by  forfeiting  the  value  of  such  'mods  so 
put  on  board,  shipped,  or  exported  ;  and  that  all  oflijnders 
shall  be  proceeded  against  in  like  manner  and  form  as  in 
and  by  said  statute  is  provided  ;  and  that  his  Honour  the 
Governour  be  desired  forthwith  to  issue  his  Proclamation 
prohibiting  such  exportation  accordingly  :  Provided,  never- 
theless, That  any  West-India  goods  necessary  for  the  use  of 
the  Continental  Army,  upon  application  made  to  his  Honour 
the  Governour,  by  the  Continental  Congress,  or  his  Excel- 
lency General  Washington,  may  be  permitted  to  be  exported 
by  the  license  of  his  Honour,  anything  in  said  act  notwith- 
standing. 

I  therefore  do  hereby  strictly  enjoin  and  require  all  per- 
sons within  this  Colony  that  they  carefully,  circumspectly, 
and  strictly  observe,  obey,  and  conform  themselves  to  the 
act  aforesaid,  in  every  particular,  upon  the  pains  and  penalties 
thereof. 

Given  under  my  hand,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  in  Hart- 
ford, the  16th  day  oi  May,  Anno  Domini  1776. 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 


By  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Governour  of  the 
English  Colony  o/ Connecticut,  in  New-England,  in 
America. 

A  Proclamation  for  an  Embargo. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  session  in  May 
instant,  passed  an  Act  that  no  Rum,  Sugar,  Molasses,  Salt,  or 
other  West-India  goods,  shall  be  exported  out  of  this  Colony, 


REV.  JAMES  LYON  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  May  16,  1776. 

Sir:  Notwithstanding  the  favourable  reception  of  a  for- 
mer letter,  and  the  obliging  answer  it  procured,  which  I 
gratefully  acknowledge,  I  feel  unwilling  a  second  time  to 
trouble  your  Excellency,  or  interrupt  the  interesting  business 
which  continually  engages  your  attention,  though  only  for  a 
moment.  But  my  zeal  for  the  safety  and  honour  of  my 
country,  and  an  opinion  that  every  individual  of  this  new 
and  rising  state  ought  to  exert  himself  to  the  utmost  during 
our  present  struggle,  must  be  my  sole  apology  for  seemino- 
once  more  to  step  aside  from  the  peaceful  and  salutary  paths 
in  which  my  profession  naturally  leads  me. 

To  be  as  lit4le  tedious  as  possible,  I  shall  venture  to  give 
your  Excellency  my  sentiments  of  the  necessity  and  impor- 
tance of  an  immediate  expedition  against  Nova-Scotia,  in 
as  few  words  as  I  can. 

If  our  late  intelligence  from  Great  Britain  can  be  relied 
on,  I  apprehend  none  of  our  troops  in  Canada  can  be  spared, 
whether  Quebcck  is  or  is  not  in  our  hands.  Nova-Scotia 
has  heard  of  our  intention  to  reduce  that  Province  as  soon 
as  we  can  call  Qucbeck  our  own,  and  that  tiie  troops  now 
in  Canada  are  to  be  sent  against  them ;  consequently  they 
are  now  in  profound  peace.  No  ships  of  war  are  now  in 
the  bay  of  Fundy,  except  the  Martin,  stationed  at  Anna- 
polis, nor  have  the  King's  troops  taken  much  pains  to  fortify 
Halifax  as  yet.  But  as  soon  as  they  hear  of  the  reduction 
of  (^ticbeck,  they  will  immediately  make  themselves  as  strong 
as  possible.  Nova-Scotia  will  not  readily  be  given  up,  and 
if  Annapolis  and  St.  Johns  river  are  strongly  fortified,  the 
eastern  part  of  this  Colony,  as  far  as  Penobscot,  will  be  ruin- 
ed ;  it  is  almost  ruined  already,  and  should  Machias  break 
up,  which  lies  about  ten  leagues  from  the  boundary  line  of 
Nova-Scotia,  an  inflint  and  once  flourishing  country,  of  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  miles  in  extent,  will  ])robably  be 
deserted,  and  become  again  a  wilderness  or  a  prey  to  ene- 
mies. 

Now  the  whole  Province  may  possibly  be  taken  by  sur- 
prise, if  proper  secrecy  can  be  observed.  Nine-tenths  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  amount  to  twelve  or  fourteen  thousand 
souls,  wish  for  nothing  more,  and  would  join  us  instantly. 
A  few  pieces  of  cannon,  which  might  easily  be  conveyed 
across  the  country,  either  by  land  or  water,  properly  planted 
on  a  hill  nearly  opposite  the  town  of  Halifax,  would  soon 
demolish  the  town  and  navy-yard,  and  destroy  or  drive  the 
shipping  away.  Some  variation  from  the  plan  already  laid 
before  your  Excellency  would  doubtless  be  necessary.  Five 
thousand  men  would  not  be  too  many  to  ensure  success. 

If  this  is  the  proper  time  to  strike  a  decisive  blow  in  that 
quarter,  the  importance  of  an  immediate  expedition  is  self- 
evident,  and  victory  will  add  to  the  other  Colonies  a  territory 
of  great  extent  and  immense  value. 

I  have  meddled  thus  far.  I  have,  I  trust,  done  my  duty. 
I  now,  with  the  greatest  deference  and  pleasure,  submit  the 
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matter  to  your  Excellency  and  the  honourable  Congress,  to 

whom  I  glory  in  being  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  Excellency's  most  humble 

and  obedient  servant,  -,  - 

James  LiYon. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  &c. 

P.  S.  AVouId  not  a  rising  sun  with  this  inscription,  Jussu 
Dei  surgo,  appear  well  on  the  standard  of  some  Colony  ? 


NORTHAMPTON     (MASSACHUSETTS)     COMMITTEE     TO     PRESI- 
DENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

Northampton,  May  16,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolve  of  Con- 
gress, of  February  28th,  we  take  the  liberty  to  mention  the 
circumstances  of  the  prisoners  sent  hither  for  confinement, 
and  our  conduct  towards  them. 

Twenty  officers  in   the  British  Navy,  the  greater  part 
Midshipmen,  were  confined  to  this  town  on  their  parole  not 
\  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  of.it.     The  complaints  of  the  in- 
habitants, that  they  went  abroad  unseasonably  in  the  night, 
to  the  disturbance  of  the  people,  induced  us  to  resolve  that 
they  should  not  be  from  their  lodgings  after  nine  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  though  several  of  them  have  since  declared 
they  were  not  properly  notified  of  it.     About  tiie  20th  of 
March,  from  an  apprehension  that  some  of  them  might  be 
inclined  to  make  their  escape,  a  mutual  parole,  drawn  up  by 
one  of  their  own  number,  and  at  that  time  known  only  to 
themselves,  was  proposed  to  each  of  them  to  sign,  in  which 
the  subscribers,  after  reciting  the  above  apprehensions,  reci- 
procally engaged  to  each  other  that  they  would  not  leave 
the  place  of  their  confinement  without  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  the  majority.     All  of  them  signed  the  above- 
mentioned    paper   except   Messieurs    Stanhope,   Gregory, 
Webb,  Robbinson,  Curtis,  and  Atkinson.     Soon  after,  the 
Committee  was  informed  by  some  of  the  people  with  whom 
they  lived  that  a  design  of  escape  was  certainly  in  contem- 
plation among  the  prisoners ;  but  as  they  were  closely  con- 
nected among  themselves,  it  was  impossible  to  learn  who 
in  particular  entertained  the  design  ;  and  being  often  out  on 
horseback  late  in  the  evening,  and  sometimeiabsent  through 
the  night,  the  Committee  thought  it  necessary,  about  the 
middle  of  April,  to  direct  them  for  the  present  not  to  be 
from  their  lodgings  after  sunset.     In  the  evening  of  the  27th 
of  April,  Mr.  Stanhope  and  Mr.  Gregory  absconded.   They 
were  pursued  and  retaken  at  Middletown,  in  Connecticut, 
and  brought  back  to  this  place  on  the  first  of  this  month,  and 
committed  to  jail.     When  they  were  examined  the  next 
day  before  the  Committee,  Mr.  Stanhope  declared  that  any 
restrictions  laid  on  him  by  the  Committee  would  discharge 
him  from  every  obligation  to  observe  his  parole  ;  and  that  the 
order  not  to  be  out  after  sunset,  or  even  after  nine  o'clock, 
would  justify  his  going  away.     Mr.  Gregory  excused  him- 
self on  similar  principles.     They  were  recommitted,  and  are 
now  in  close  confinement.     In  the  night  of  the  30th  of 
April,  Mr.  Robbinson  also  absconded,  and  has  not  yet  been 
retaken.     On  the   1st  of  this  month  Mr.  Webb  (of  whom 
there  had  been  strong  suspicion)  was  desired  to  attend  upon 
the  Committee.     One  of  his  fellow-officers  declared  he  had 
heard  him  say  that  he  did  not  think  his  parole  binding. 
Another  testified  that  Mr.  Webb  had   told  him  he  would 
make  his  escape  if  he  had  an  opportunity.    The  Committee 
also  confined  him  in  jail.     As  the  other  gentlemen  did  not 
appear  to  be  privy  to  their  companions'  going  off,  and  had 
only  heard  them  express  themselves  in  general  terms,  our 
conduct  towards  them  is  not  altered. 

We  should  be  happy  to  know  the  sentiments  of  Congress 
touching  the  mattei-s  above-mentioned ;  and  it  would  be 
perfexitly  agreeable  to  us  if  any  other  place  should  be  chosen 
where  those  in  jail  could  b&  confined  in  a  manner  less  dis- 
agreeable to  them.  However,  we  shall,  with  the  greatest 
punctuality,  observe  any  instructions  we  inay  receive. 

A  number  of  the  prisoners  confined  to  this  town  were 
taken  by  the  Continental  forces,  and  were  sent  to  our  care 
by  General  Washington.  The  people  with  whom  they  are 
lodged,  and  who  have  furnished  them  with  clothing,  are 
impatient  to  know  where  they  must  apply  for  a  reward. 
We  should  be  particularly  obliged  to  the  Congress  if  they 
would  give  us  the  information. 

We  have  enclosed  an  account  of  the  expense  occasioned 
by  the  above-mentioned  prisoners  who  broke  their  parole, 


(all  of  whom  were  ordered  to  this  place  by  General  Wash- 
ington;) the  charges  we  think  as  low  as  the  services  men- 
tioned could  be  hired  for. 

I  am,  sir,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  In- 
S])ection  for  the  town  o[  Northampton,  your  most  obedient, 
and  most  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Hawley,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Presidant  of  the  ^mericaw  Congress, 
in  Philadelphia. 

Northampton,  April  29,  1 776. 

The  following  prisoners,  lately  officers  in  the  British 
Navy,  who  had  given  their  parole  of  honour  not  to  depart 
from  the  bounds  of  the  town  of  Northampton  without  leave 
from  the  Commander-in-Chief,  did,  in  the  evening  of  the 
27th  instant,  abscond  and  runaway,  viz:  Henry  Edwin 
Stanhope,  twenty-four  years  of  age,  has  lightish  eyes,  hair, 
and  complexion,  pitted  with  the  small-pox,  has  a  large  nose, 
and  is  about  five  feet  six  inches  in  height.  Also,  George 
Gregory,  twenty-four  years  old,  with  Tighj-coloured  short 
hair,  light  complexion  and  thin  favoured,  about  five  feet  eight 
inches  high.  They  took  away  a  young  stone  horse,  almost 
lalack,  with  a  white  face  and  hog  mane,  and  an  old  roan  geld- 
ing, both  good  horses.  It  is  hoped  the  greatest  vigilance  will 
be  exerted  to  apprehend  the  said  prisoners,  who,  in  return 
for  the  indulgence  shown  them,  have  basely  violated  their 
word  of  honour.  Five  dollars,  and  all  necessary  charges, 
will  be  paid  for  apprehending  and  securing  either  of  them. 

Per  order  of  the  Committee  of  Northampton  : 

116bert  Breck,  Chairman. 

N.  B.  The  Printers  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colo- 
nies are  desired  to  insert  the  above  in  the  several  papers. 


H.  E.    stanhope    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  11,  1776.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prisoners.] 
Northampton  Jail,  May  11,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  very  sorry  my  situation  is  such  as  to  oblige  me 
to  apply  to  you  as  a  prisoner.  I  can  remember  a  time  when 
I  could  have  esteemed  you  a  friend  and  acquaintance ;  you 
no  doubt  will  recollect  it,  in  1769,  when  I  frequently  had'the 
pleasure  of  paying  my  respects  to  you  in  Boston;  however, 
not  to  trespass  too  much  on  your  time,  I  must  beg  to  inform 
you  that  the  purport  of  this  letter  is  to  seek  a  redress  of 
grievances  from  you  and  the  gentlemen  of  Congress,  (though 
you  in  particular,)  from  whose  kind  desire  of  having  lenity 
shown  prisoners  I  have  every  reason  to  expect  it. 

My  parole  to  Governour   Cooke,  of  Rhode-Mand,  in 
whose  Government  I  was  taken,  restricted  me  to  the  town- 
ship of  iVortAampton,  without  any  clause  whatever  as  to  the 
time  of  my  going  out  or  coming  in.     My  situation  seemed 
by  no  means  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants,  whd,  as  I  am 
induced  to  suppose,  though  have  no  positive  proof,  encour- 
aged our  common  sailors  to  attack  us ;  by  which  means  I 
nearly  lost  my  life,  having  been  assaulted  three  times  by 
people  whom  I  had  never  before  seen  ;  and  upon  application 
to  Mapr  Hawley  for  redress  by  civil  law,  was  informed  that 
we  were  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it,  as  prisoners.    How- 
ever, some  time  after  the  Committee  published  an  adver- 
tisement,* signifying,  to  the  best  of  my  understanding,  that 
we  had  been  fighting  among  each  other,  (making  no  dis- 
tinction between  officers  and   privates ;)  whereas  you  will 
observe  it  was  an  attack  upon  us,  and,  I  wish  I  need  not 
(as  before)  add,  was  encouraged  ;  for  who  can  suppose  that 
men  whom  I  had  never  before  seen  or  heard  of,  should  attack 
me,  merely  for  the  sake  of  beating  me.    But  these  are  points 
which  cannot  be  better  determined  than  by  a  man  of  Mr. 
Hancock's  understanding  and  abilities ;  and  for  the  future 
the  aggressor  should  be  punished.    Likewise,  if  we  insulted 
anybody  in  town,  let  them  bring  their  evidence ;  they  should 
have  ample  satisfaction.     After  this,  the  Committee  resol- 
ved that  we  should  be  at  our  apartments  by  nine  o'clock. 
This  was  never  made  known  to  me.     Being  at  the  house  of 
one  of  the  Committee  some  minutes  after  that  time,  to  visit 
some  of  my  fellow-sufferers,  he  brought  a  stick  with  him,  and 
threatened,  if  I  did  not  instantly  depart,  he  would  kick  me 
out,  which  he  put  in  execution  ;  upon  which  the  Committee 
made  another  resolve,  confining  us  to  oiA-  apartments  at 
sundown,  and  one  of  their  body  said  he  hoped  somebody 

'  A  copy  of  which  I  should  have  enclosed  but  cannot  procure  it. 
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would  not  attend  to  it,  as  then  the  whole  would  be  put  in 
jail.  These  were  encroachments,  which,  from  the  tenor  of 
my  parole,  I  by  no  means  thout;ht  myself  obliged  tocomiily 
with ;  and  well  knowing  if  I  refused  I  should  be  committed 
a  close  |)risoncr  to  jail,  and  fearing  lest- somebody  should 
neglect  to  comply  with  this  last  resolve,  and  to  avoid  the 
miserable  abode  of  felons,  I  absconded,  and,  unfortunately 
for  me,  was  retaken,  and  committed  close  prisoner  to  jail, 
without  even  the  liberty  of  a  yard  to  walk  in — an  instance 
of  cnielty  never  before  practised  to  any  ofllcers,  prisoners 
of  war,  in  any  civilized  nation,  much  less  to  the  only  son  of 
the  heir  to  one  of  the  first  earldoms  in  the  British  realm  ; 
add  to  this  my  cloak  and  utensils,  wdiich  are  seized  from 
me. 

It  rests,  then,  with  you,  sir,  to  release  me  from  my' place 
of  confinement ;  and  as  I  have  a  very  near  relation  and  many 
friends  in  Hartford,  1  beg  you  will  please  to  direct  that 
town  for  my  confinement.  And  should  you  be  pleased  to  put 
me  on  the  parole  that  the  prisoner  there  are,  I  shall  most 
strictly  comply,  and  shall  be  happy  in  acknowledging  my 
sincercst  thanks  for  my  enlargement  to  Mr.  Hancock,  and 
the  honourable  members  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

In  hopes  of  obtaining  your  consent  to  my  request,  1  have 

the  honour  to  subscribe  myself  your  most  obedient,  humble 

servant,  u    ^    c 

'  H.  ti.  Stanhope. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

It  would  not  be  doing  justice  to  General  Washington, 
were  I  to  omit  mentioning  his  friendship  to  me,  instanced  in 
part  of  two  letters  I  received  from  his  Excellency,  which 
indicate  to  me  the  Committee's  encroachment  on  us. 

"  Cambridge,  January  4, 1776. — His  Excellency  hopes 
that  the  gentlemen  whom  the  fortune  of  war  has  thrown 
into  our  hands  are  treated  with  civility  and  respect ;  it  is 
his  desire  your  captivity  may  be  made  as  light  to  you  as 
possible." 

"Cambridge,  March  12,  1776. —  If  you  can  mention 
anything  to  render  your  situation  more  comfortable,  except 
being  set  at  liberty,  it  will  immediately  meet  with  his  con- 
currence." 

Both  signed,  Stephen  Moylan. 


E.    E.    WEBB    TO    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  1 1, 1776.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prisoners  ] 
Northampton  Jail,  May  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  Having  been  falsely  accused  before  the  Committee 
of  this  place,  and,  as  they  are  pleased  to  say,  convicted  before 
them  of  declaring  that  the  parole  which  I  had  given  was 
not  binding,  Sic,  they  have  thought  proper  to  confine  me 
here  a  close  prisoner,  notwithstanding  I  have  remained  from 
the  22d  of  November,  1775,  being  the  day  of  my  first  arrival 
at  this  place,  to  the  1st  otMay,  1776,  the  day  of  my  commit- 
ment, without  ever  attempting  to  escape  from  the  same.  I 
must  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  opportunities 
which  I  have  had  for  making  my  escape  since  my  being  so 
unfortunate  as  to  fall  a  captive  into  the  Americans'  hands 
have  been  many,  and  nothing  could  have  prevented  me 
from  making  the  attempt  but  the  strong  ties  which  were,  as  1 
thought,  brought  on  me  by  the  parole  I  had  given. 

I  should  esteem  it  as  a  particular  favour  if  you  would  take 
this  matter  into  your  consideration,  which,  with  your  deter- 
mination, will  entirely  raise  me  in  my  thoughts  on  my  pre- 
sent situation,  as  I  must  beg  leave  to  say  to  Congress  that 
I  think  it  rather  enforced  by  the  hand  of  tyranny  than  of 
justice. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  ^    ^    ^,r 

E.  E.   Webb. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Honourable  Continental  Congress. 


expire  on  the  23d  of  this  instant.  May ;  and  whereas  it  is 
judged  expedient  that  the  said  prohibition  should  be  con- 
tinued for  some  time  longer,  except  in  those  cases  where 
(for  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  trade,  and  for  the  use  and 
defence  of  ships  trading  to  foreign  parts,  and  of  the  trans- 
ports and  victualling  vessels  enqiloyed  in  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vice) his  Majesty,  by  his  several  orders  in  Council,  of  the 
13th. and  27th  of  October,  and  of  the  6th  and  22d  of  No- 
vember, 1775,  and  of  the  5tli  and  19th  of  February  last,  has 
thought  proper  to  permit  and  allow  the  exportation  of,  and 
carrying  coastwise.  Gunpowder,  Saltpetre,  Arms  and  Am- 
munition, under  certain  conditions  and  restrictions  mentioned 
in  the  said  orders :  His  Majesty  doth,  therefore,  by  and  with 
the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  hereby  order,  require,  pro- 
hibit, and  command,  that  no  person  or  jiersons  whomsoever, 
except  the  Master-General,  Lieutcnant-General,  or  princi- 
pal officers  of  the  Ordnance  for  his  Majesty's  service,  *do,  at 
any  time  dining  the  space  of  three  months,  (to  commence 
from  the  said  23d  day  of  this  instant.  May,)  presume  to 
transport  into  any  parts  out  of  this  kingdom,  or  carry  coast- 
wise, any  Gunpowder,  Saltpetre,  or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Am- 
munition, or  sliip  or  lade  any  Gunpowder,  or  any  sort  of 
Arms  or  Ammunition,  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel,  in  order 
to  transporting  the  same  beyond  the  seas,  or  carrying  the 
same  coastwise,  except  in  the  cases  comprised  within  the 
aforementioned  orders  in  Council  of  the  13th  and  27th  of 
October,  and  the  6th  and  22d  of  November,  1775,  and  of 
the  5th  and  19th  of  February  last,  without  leave  or  permis- 
sion in  that  behalf  first  obtained  from  his  Majesty  or  his 
Privy  Council,  ujxjn  pain  of  incurring  and  suffering  the  re- 
spective forfeitures  and  penalties  inflicted  by  an  Act  passed 
in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  late  Majesty's  reign,  intituled 
"An  Act  to  empower  his  Majesty  to  prohibit  the  exporta- 
tion of  Saltpetre,  and  to  enforce  the  law  for  empowering  his 
Majesty  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  Gunpowder,  or  any 
sort  of  Arms  and  Ammunition ;  and  also  to  empower  his 
Majesty  to  restrain  the  carrying  coastwise  of  Saltpetre,  Gun- 
powder, or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammunition."  And  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  the  Com- 
missioners for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High-Admiral  of 
Great  Britain,uhe  I^ord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  the 
Master-General  of  the  Ordnance,  and  his  Majesty's  Secre- 
tary at  War,  are  to  give  the  necessary  directions  herein  as 
to  them  may  respectively  appertain. 

Stephen  Cottrelx.. 


order  in  council. 

At  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  17th  day  of  May,  1776, 
Present :  The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

Whereas  the, time  limited  by  his  Majesty's  order  in 
Council,  of  the  21st  of  February  last,  for  prohibiting  the 
exporting  out  of  this  kingdom,  or  carrying  coastwise,  Gun- 
powder, Saltpetre,  or  any  sort  of  Arms  or  Ammunition,  will 


letter  from  JOHN  ADAMS   TO  MRS.  ADAMS. 

Philadelphia,  May  17,  1776. 

I  have  this  morning  heard  Mr.  Duffield,  upon  the  signs 
of  the  times.  He  ran  a  parallel  between  the  case  of  Israel 
and  that  of  America,  and  between  the  conduct  of  Pharaoh 
and  that  of  George.  Jealousy,  that  the  Israelites  would 
throw  off  the  government  of  Egypt,  made  him  issue  his  edict, 
that  the  midwives  should  cast  the  children  into  the  river ; 
and  the  other  edict,  that  the  men  should  make  a  large  reve- 
nue of  bricks  without  straw.  He  concluded  that  the  course 
of  events  indicated  strongly  the  design  of  Providence  that 
we  should  be  separated  from  Great  Britain,  Sic. 

Is  it  not  a  saying  of  Moses,  "Who  am  I,  that  I  should  go 
in  and  out  before  this  great  people?"  When  1  consider  the 
great  events  which  are  passed,  and  those  greater  which  are 
rapidly  advancing,  and  that  I  may  have  been  instrumental 
in  touching  some  springs  and  turning  some  small  wheels, 
which  have  had  and  will  have  such  effects,  I  feel  an  awe 
upon  my  mind  which  is  not  easily  described.  Great  Bri- 
tain has  at  last  driven  America  to  the  last  step  :  a  complete 
separation  from  her ;  a  total,  absolute  independence,  not 
only  of  her  Parliament,  but  of  her  Crown,  for  such  is  the 
amount  of  the  resolve  of  the  15th.  Confederation  among 
ourselves,  or  alliances  with  foreign  nations,  are  not  necessary 
to  a  perfect  separation  from  Britain ;  that  is  effected  by  ex- 
tinguishing all  authority  under  the  Crown,  Parliament,  and 
nation,  as  the  resolution  for  instituting  Governments  has 
done,  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  Confederation  will  be 
necessary  for  our  internal  concord,  and  alliances  may  be  so 
for  our  external  defence. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  no  Colony,  which  shall  as- 
sume a  Government  under  the  people,  will  give  it  up.  There 
is  something  very  unnatural  and  odious  in  a  Government  a 
thousand  leagues  off.     A  whole  Government  of  our  own 
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choice,  managed  by  persons  whom  we  love,  revere,  and  can 
confide  hi,  has  charms  in  it  for  which  men  will  fight.  Two 
young  gentlemen  from  South- Carolina ,  in  this  city,  who 
were  in  Charlestown  when  their  new  Constitution  was  pro- 
mulgated, and  when  their  new  Governour,  and  Council,  and 
Assembly,  walked  out  in  procession,  attended  by  the  Guards, 
company  of  Cadets,  Light-Horse,  &ic.,  told  me  that  they 
were  beheld  by  the  people  with  transports  and  tears  of  joy. 
Tlie  people  gazed  at  them  with  a  kind  of  rapture.  They  both 
told  me,  that  the  reflection  that  these  were  gentlemen  whom 
they  all  loved,  esteemed,  and  revered  ;  gentlemen  of  their 
own  choice,  whom  they  could  trust,  and  whom  they  could 
displace  if  any  of  them  should  behave  amiss,  affected  them 
so  that  they  could  not  help  crying.  They  say  their  people 
will  never  give  up  this  Government.  One  of  these  gentle- 
men is  a  relation  of  yours,  a  Mr.  Smith,  son  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Smith.     I  shall  give  him  this  letter  or  another  to  you. 

A  privateer,  fitted  out  here  by  Colonel  lioberdeau  and 
Major  Bayard,  since  our  resolve  for  privateering,  I  am  this 
moment  informed  has  taken  a  valuable  prize.  This  is  en- 
couragement at  the  beginning. 


WILLIAM    WHIPPLE    TO    MESHECH    WEARE. 

Philadelphia,  May  17,  1776. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  resolution  of  Congress  should  have 
gone  yesterday,  but  1  had  sent  off  my  letter  before  I  disco- 
vered the  omission.  Congress  have  reserved  to  themselves 
the  appointment  of  Field  Officers,  but  they  are  nominated 
by  the  Assembly,  Convention,  or  Committee  of  the  Colony 
where  the  regiments  are  raised.  It  will  therefore  be  neces- 
sary that  ihe  names  of  the  Field  Officers  should  be  trans- 
mitted here,  in  order  that  the  commissions  may  be  filled  up. 
The  President  will  forward  to  you  blank  commissions  for 
the  other  officers. 

When  I  think  of  the  number  of  arms  and  men  gone  from 
the  Eastern  Colonies,  I  cannot  help  feeling  for  their  situa- 
tion, if  a  powerful  attack  should  be  made  there ;  but  I  doubt 
not  proper  steps  are  taken  to  furnish  arms.  I  think  every 
person  who  can  do  anything  towards  making  arms  should 
be  employed  in  that  business.  Britain  will  no  doubt  exert 
her  utmost  efforts  for  our  destruction :  but  if  they  are  re- 
pulsed in  the  manner  I  expect  this  campaign,  I  am  very 
confident  they  never  will  attempt  another.  This  summer 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  the  warmest  America  ever  saw. 
May  the  Supreme  Government  of  the  Universe  protect  and 
defend  us,  guide  our  counsels,  and  prosper  our  arms. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Whipple. 
To  the  Honourable  Meshech  Weare,  Esq. 

P.  S.  May  18. — Colonel  Bartlett  arrived  last  evening 
very  much  fatigued. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

New-York,  May  17,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  this  morning  received  your  favour  of  the 
13th  instant,  with  its  enclosures,  conveying  intelligence  of 
the  melancholy  situation  of  our  affairs  in  Canada,  and  am 
not  without  my  fears,  I  confess,  that  the  prospect  we  had 
of  possessing  that  country,  of  such  importance  in  the  pre- 
sent controversy,  is  almost  over,  or  at  least  that  it  will  be 
effected  with  much  more  difficulty  and  effusion  of  blood 
than  were  necessary,  had  our  exertions  been  timely  applied. 
However,  we  must  not  despair ;  a  manly  and  spirited  oppo- 
sition can  only  ensure  success,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from 
improving  the  advantage  they  have  obtained.  I  have  for- 
warded the  letters  to  Congress,  and  their  answer  to  you  and 
the  honourable  Commissioners  I  will  transmit  you  as  soon  as 
they  come  to  hand. 

I  am  fully  sensible  that  this  unfortunate  event  has  greatly 
deranged  our  schemes,  and  will  involve  you  in  difficulties 
only  to  be  obviated  by  your  zeal  and  assiduity,  which  I  am 
well  satisfied  will  not  be  wanting  in  this  or  any  other  in- 
stances, where  the  good  of  your  country  requires  them. 

Notwithstanding  the  most  diligent  pains,  but  a  small  part 
of  the  nails  you  wrote  for  is  yet  collected ;  nor  will  there 
be  a  possibility  of  getting  half  the  quantity.  The  Quarter- 
master expects  that  they  will  be  here  to-day,  when  they 
will  be  instantly  forwarded  with  the  five  tons  of  lead. 


I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  much  esteem  and  regard, 

your  most  humble  servant,  --,  •■,, 

■'  George   Washington. 

To  General  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  The  nails  are  embarked  ;  twenty-seven  and  a  half 

casks.     You  have  the  amount  and  quality  enclosed  with 

Thomas  Warner's  receipts,  and  also  for  five  tons  of  lead. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    SULLIVAN. 

New-York,  May  17,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  14th  instant  I  received  this 
morning,  and  am  exceedingly  sorry  for  the  sad  reverse  of  i 
fortune  in  our  affairs  in  Canada.  They  are  rather  alarm- 
ing, but  I  still  hope  our  vigorous  exertions  will  be  attended 
with  success,  notwithstanding  the  present  unpromising  ap- 
pearances, and  that  we  shall  yet  acquire  and  maintain  pos^ 
session  of  that  country,  so  important  to  us  in  the  present  j 
contest.  _J 

I  have  transmitted  the  intelligence  to  Congress,  with  your 
orders  from  General  Schuyler,  whose  direction  you  must  fol- 
low until  I  send  you  their  determination,  or  my  commands 
to  the  contrary. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  &:c.,  George  Washington. 

To  General  Sullivan. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  May  17,  1 776. 
Sir  :  As  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  willingness  of  the  Mili- 
tia of  this  city  to  join  in  its  defence  against  the  attempts  of 
the  enemies  of  America,  it  is  highly  necessary,  in  order  to 
avoid  confusion  in  the  time  of  any  alarm,  that  the  posts  of 
the  several  regiments  of  Militia  be  fixed  on  in  conjunction 
with  those  of  the  Continental  Army,  and  that  they  be  al- 
lotted to  the  brigades  most  convenient  to  their  several  situa- 
tions ;  and  as  I  am  now  arranging  that  part  of  the  business 
of  the  Army,  it  will,  I  presume,  be  proper  that  directions  be 
given  to  thfe  commanding  officers  of  the  several  corps  to 
take  the  stations  that  I  shall  assign,  and  to  obey  the  orders 
they  may,  in  time  of  danger,  receive  from  me  or  the  Briga- 
dier-Generals of  the  Continental  Army.  The  like  measure 
will  be  equally  necessary  with  regard  to  the  Militia  of  Kings 
County,  and  part  of  Queens  County,  on  Long-Island,  and 
also  the  Militia  of  Staten-Jsland ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  mention  of  a  matter  so  obviously  necessary,  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  induce  the  Congress  of  this  Province  to  give  such 
directions  as  are  proper  on  this  occasion. 

1  am,  sir,  yours,  &c.,  ^  i.t 

•'  '  George   Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Convention  oiNen- 
York. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO  PHILIP   VAN    RENSSELAER. 

New-York,  May  17,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  favour  of  the  6th  instant,  and  am  of 
opinion,  as  you  have  not  a  sufficient  number  of  armourers 
at  Albany  to  repair  the  whole  of  the  arms  in  your  posses- 
sion, that  whatever  more  you  have  than  can  be  repaired  in 
a  convenient  time,  had  better  be  sent  immediately  to  the 
armourers  here.  This  will  save  much  time,  which  would 
be  lost  were  the  armourere  to  go  from  hence  and  return 
again. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c.,  George  Washington. 

To  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  Commissary  of  Military 

Stores,  Albany, 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  18,  1776.  Referred  to  Mr.  William  Livingston,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge,  and  Mr.  R.  Livingston.] 

New- York,  May  17,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  this  moment  received,  by  express  from  General 
Schuyler  of  the  13th  instant,  an  account  of  the  melancholy 
prospect  and  reverse  of  our  affairs  in  Canada  ;  and  presum- 
ing that  the  letters  which  accompany  this  will  give  Congress 
full  information  on  the  subject,  1  shall  only  add,  that  Gene- 
ral Schuyler,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  honourable 
Commissionei-s,  has  directed  Brigadier-General  Sullivan  to 
halt  his  brigade;  as  a  further  reinforcement,  on  account  of 
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the  scarcity  of  provisions,  would  not  relieve,  but  contribute 
greatly  to  distress  our  troops  already  in  Canada.  Before 
he  received  these  orders,  all  the  bri;,Mde,  except  Dayton's 
and  Wayne's  Regiments,  had  Mt  Albany;  but  I  sujjpose  he 
will  be  able  to  stop  their  march. 

By  my  letter  of  the  15th,  Congress  will  perceive  the 
quantity  of  pork  already  gone  from  hence ;  and  the  Com- 
missary has  assured  me  that  he  will  forward  a  further  supply 
as  soon  as  it  can  possibly  be  collected.  1  had  also  directed 
five  tons  of  lead  to  be  sent  General  Schuyler,  for  the  Canada 
expedition,  before  I  received  this  unfortunate  account,  which 
was  as  much  as  could  be  spared  for  the  present,  our  stock 
bein"  inconsiderable  in  proportion  to  the  demand  we  may 
reasonably  expect  for  it ;  and  shall  do  everything  in  my 
power  to  relieve  our  affaire  from  their  present  distressed  and 
melancholy  situation  in  that  quarter,  which  occur  to  me  and 
appear  necessary. 

I  am  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favours  of 
the  10th  and  l.'Jth  instant,  with  their  several  enclosures ;  the 
money  accompanying  tlie  letter  came  to  the  Paymaster's 
hands  safe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  greatest 
regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  &c. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  13,  1776. 
(Parole,  Mudrid.)  (Countersign,  Paris.) 

The  Carpenters,  Boat-Builders,  and  Painters,  who  were 
selected  for  the  publick  service  this  morning  by  Major-Ge- 
neral  Putnam,  are  to  parade  to-morrow  morning,  at  sunrise, 
in  the  street  opposite  to  General  Putnam's,  where  they  will 
receive  his  orders. 

Corporal  John  Crossby,  of  Captain  Ledyard's  Company, 
in  Colonel  McDougaW s  Regiment,  tried  at  a  late  General 
Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Huntmgton  was  President, 
for  "  desertion :"  The  Court  find  the  prisoner  guilty  of  the 
charge,  and  do  sentence  him  to  be  reduced  to  a  private,  and 
mulcted  one  month's  pay.  The  General  approves  the  above 
sentence,  and  orders  it  to  take  place  immediately. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  13,  1776. 
(Parole,  Holland.)  (Coantersign,  Martinico.) 

Major-General  Putnam,  with  the  Brigadiers-General 
Spencer  and  Lord  Stirling,  to  examine  and  make  report  of 
the  proper  places  to  be  fixed  upon  for  the  particular  alarm 
posts  of  each  Regiment. 

Colonel  Webb's  and  Colonel  Niton's  Regiments  to  be 
mustered  Wednesday  morning,  at  eight  o'clock,  upon  their 
regimental  parades,  in  the  front  of  their  encampment. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  14,  1776. 
(Parole,  St.  Eustatia.)  (Countersign,  Ainboy.) 

Christian  Mazure,  of  Captain  Wylly's  Company,  in 
Colonel  McDougaWs  Regiment,  tried  at  a  late  General 
Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Huntington  was  President, 
for  "  desertion  :"  The  Court  find  the  prisoner  guilty  of  the 
charge,  and  do  sentence  him  to  receive  twenty  lashes  on  his 
bare  back. 

John  McFarling,  of  Captain  Sharpe's  Company,  in  Co- 
lonel Dayton's  Regiment,  tried  by  the  above  General  Court- 
Martial  for  "desertion,"  is  acquitted  by  the  Court. 

John  Cooper,  of  Captain  Varick's  Company,  in  Colonel 
McDougaWs  Regiment,  tried  by  the  above  Court-Martial 
for  "  mutiny :"  The  Court  finding  the  prisoner  guilty  of  the 
charge,  do  sentence  him  to  receive  fifteen  lashes  on  the  bare 
back,  for  said  offence. 

James  McDonald,  of  Captain  Horton's  Company,  in  Co- 
lonel Ritzema's  Regiment,  tried  by  the  above  General  Court- 
Martial  for  "  threatening  the  life  of  Lieutepant  Young  and 
Others  of  the  said  Company,"  is  found  guilty  by  the  Court, 
and  sentenced  to  be  confined  eight  days  on  bread  and  water, 
for  said  offence. 

The  General  approves  the  foregoing  sentences,  and  orders 
them  to  be  put  in  execution  to-morrow  morning,  at  guard 
mounting. 

One  Colonel  and  one  Quartermaster  from  each  Brigade, 
to  attend  a  Committee  from  the  Congress  of  this  city,  to- 
morrow morning,  at  seven  o'clock,  to  take  cognizance  of  the 


damage  done  to  certain  houses  where  the  troops  have  been 
quartered.  The  Cliaimian  of  the  Committee  will  meet  the 
Colonels  at  the  Exchange,  at  the  time  appointed. 

The  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Huntington 
was  President,  is  dissolved. 

A  General  Court-Martial  of  the  Line,  consisting  of  one 
Colonel,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  one  Major,  and  ten  Cap- 
tains, to  sit  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  to  try  all  such 
prisoners  as  shall  be  brought  befoi'e  them.  All  evidences 
and  persons  concerned  to  attcncl  tBfe  Court. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  15,  1776. 

(Parole,  Bttrrf)  (Countersign,  Ditblin.) 

The  Continental  Congress  having  ordered  Friday,  the 
17ih  instant,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  "Fasting,  Humi- 
liation, and  Prayer,  humbly  to  supplicate  the  mercy  of 
Almighty  God,  that  it  would  please  him  to  pardon  all  our 
manifold  sins  and  transgressions,  and  to  prosper  the  arms  of 
the  United  Colonies,  and  finally  establish  the  peace  and  free- 
dom of  America,  upon  a  solid  and  lasting  foundation :"  the 
General  commands  all  officers  and  soldiere  to  pay  strict  obe- 
dience to  the  orders  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  by  their 
unfeigned  and  pious  observance  of  their  religious  duties,  in- 
cline the  Lord  and  Giver  of  victory  to  prosper  our  arms. 

The  Regiment  of  Artillery  to  be  mustered  Sunday  morn- 
ing, at  eight  o'clock,  upon  the  Common,  where  the  Commis- 
sary-General of  Musters  will  attend. 

The  Company  of  Artillery  commanded  by  Captain  Ha- 
milton, to  be  mustered  at  ten  o'clock,  next  Sunday  morning, 
upon  the  Common,  near  the  Laboratory. 

Lieutenant  i/oitfe  and  Ensign  Kennedy,  of  Colonel  ^f^rtf* 
Regiment,  with  the  same  Non=-Commissioned  Officers  and 
Soldiers  who  were  employed  by  the  orders  of  the  8th  in- 
stant in  cutting  pickets,  are  to  parade  at  General  Putnam's 
quarters,  to-morrow  morning,  at  sunrise,  with  four  days'  pro- 
visions ready  dressed,  to  go  upon  the  same  duty  as  before. 

The  officers  of  all  guards  are  to  make  tlieir  reports  to 
the  Colonel  of  the  picket,  by  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  Colonel  of  the  picket  to  make  a  report  of  all  those 
reports  collected  in  one,  to  the  Brigadier  of  the  day,  at  ten 
o'clock  precisely.  

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  May  16,  1776. 

(Parole,  AimapoUs.)  (Countersign,  Calvert.) 

Robert  Hanson  iiarmon.  Esquire,  is  appointed  Secretary 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  in  the  room  of  Joseph  Reed, 
Esquire,  whose  private  concerns  will  not  permit  him  to  con- 
tinue in  that  office. 

Any  ordere  delivered  by  Caleb  Gibbs  and  George  Lewis, 
Esqs.,  (officers  of  the  General's  guard,)  are  to  be  attended 
to  in  the  same  manner  as  if  sent  by  an  Aid-de-Camp. 

The  Congress  having  given  directions  for  the  discharge 
of  the  Militia  and  the  Minute-men  in  this  District,  the  bat- 
talion of  the  Militia  of  this  City  are  dismissed  accordingly, 
and  have  the  General's  thanks  for  their  masterly  manner  of 
executing  the  work  on  Bayard's  Hill. 

Some  errors  having  happened  in  drawing  the  pay  of  the 
Quartermasters  of  several  Regiments,  the  mistakes  are  to 
be  rectified  and  they  allowed  their  dues. 

As  the  troops  are  to  be  exempt  from  all  duties  of  fatigue 
to-morrow,  the  Regiments  are  to  parade  on  their  regimental 
parades,  and  to  be  marched  from  thence  a  little  before  ten, 
to  hear  divine  service  from  their  respective  Chaplains. 

For  the  future  there  is  to  be  no  expense  of  ammunition 
at  the  inteniient  of  any  oflicer  or  soldier  of  the  Continen- 
tal Army,  unless  expressly  ordered  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief. 

Uriah  Chamberlain,  of  Captain  Hamilton's  Company  of 
Artillery,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court-Martial,  whereof 
Colonel  Huntington  was  President,  for  "  desertion  :"  The 
Court  find  the  prisoner  guilty  of  the  charge,  and  do  sentence 
him  to  receive  thirty-nine  lashes  on  the  bare  back,  for  said 
offence.  The  General  approves  the  above  sentence,  and 
orders  it  to  be  put  in  execution,  on  Saturday  morning  next, 
at  guard  mounting. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  May  17,  1776. 
(Parole,  Nnccastlt.)  (Countersign,  Wilmin^lon.) 

Captain  Woherton's  Company,  o(  New- Jersey,  is  to  join 
General  Greene's  Brigade.  The  Captain  to  take  his  orders 
from  the  General  respecting  his  post. 
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An  exact  return  of  the  pikes  to  be  made  without  delay, 
and  of  the  state  of  the  arms  in  each  Regiment  and  Corps, 
specifying  the  number  of  each  kind  wanting  to  complete. 

The  damage  done  to  Mr. house  yesterday,  by 

the  bursting  of  one  of  the  cannon,  to  be  repaired  by  the 
carpenters  in  the  Continental  pay. 


COLONEL    MTZEMA   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Saturday,  Mny  17,  1776. 

Sir:  The  late  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Colony  de- 
ferred the  appointment  of  a  Surgeon  to  my  regiment  till 
such  time  as  it  should  be  known  whether  Doctor  f'Voodruff, 
who  was  Surgeon  to  the  garrison  of  St.  Johns,  was  provi- 
ded for  in  Canada  or  not.  This  gentleman,  I  am  informed, 
is  now  appointed  senior  surgeon  to  the  General  Hospital 
in  Canada,  and  of  course  is  provided  for.  As  the  regiment 
stands  much  in  need  of  a  Surgeon,  and  Doctor  Ledger, 
mate  of  Colonel  McDoiigall's,  stands  well  recommended  by 
Doctor  Bard  as  a  proper  person  for  a  Surgeon  to  a  regi- 
ment, I  shall  be  glad  the  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  take 
this  into  their  consideration  ;  and  if  Doctor  iec(§-fr  shall  be 
found  properly  qualified,  that  he  be  appointed  Surgeon  to 
the  Third  Regiment. 

Gentlemen,  I  want  arms  ;  I  have  no  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  muskets  in  the  regiment.  How  fatal  this  is  to 
the  discipline  of  the  corps,  and  of  what  disservice  to  the 
country,  you  are  too  well  convinced  of  to  need  my  enforcing 
it.  For  God's  sake  exert  yourselves  in  arming  my  regi- 
ment ;  I  have  a  fine  body  of  men,  and  have  vanity  enough 
to  think  if  1  had  arms  in  a  few  weeks  to  be  able  to  vie  with 
any  regiment  in  the  Continental  service. 

You  will  pardon  me  in  mentioning  another  matter :  three 
or  four  of  my  Captains  have  not  as  yet  received  the  billet- 
ing and  subsistence  money  for  their  companies.  The  sub- 
Committee,  appointed  for  the  settling  this  matter,  from  the 
want  of  money,  could  not  effect  it.  This  causes  some  unea- 
siness, and  1  think  merits  attention.  The  regularly  paying 
of  a  corps  contributes  as  much  as  anything  to  the  regularity 
of  it. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  respect,  your  very  humble  servant, 

RUDOLPHUS    RiTZEMA. 

To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  New-  York. 


GENERAL    SULLIVAN   TO    COLONEL   DAYTON. 

Albany,  May  17,  1776. 

Sir:  In  your  march  from  this  to  Tryon  County,  and  at 
that  place,  every  method  must  be  used  to  prevent  the  sol- 
diers from  firing  their  pieces,  insulting  the  inhabitants,  or 
doing  any  act  of  rudeness  whatever.  A  strict  silence  must 
be  observed  by  the  men  at  all  times.  When  you  are  arri- 
ved and  have  seized  Sir  John  Johnson,  you  are  to  seize  the 
following  persons,  or  either  of  them  which  you  may  find  at 
his  house,  namely:  James  Grey,  John  Munroe,  Thomas 
Swords,  Captain  Mc Alpine,  Hugh  Munro,  Mr.  Clyde  of 
Stillwater,  Isaac  M«rm»  of  Stillwater,  or  either  of  his  sons, 
Joseph  Anderson,  or  Samuel  Anderson. 

Your  men  are  frequently  to  be  cautioned  against  ofTering 
any  insult  or  abuse  to  the  Indians,  as  one  act  of  rudeness  in 
a  soldier  might  involve  America  in  a  dangerous  war  with  a 
savage  enemy. 

Sir,  I  am  your  humble  servant, 

John  Sullivan,  Brigadier-General. 
To  Colonel  Dayton. 


Eighteenth  Regiment,  commanded  by  Captain  JFo«<er,  joined 
by  three  hundred  Indians  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  Cana- 
dians, had  (hearing,  it  is  supposed,  that  this  place  was  in  a 
defenceless  situation)  come  down  within  twelve  miles  of 
this,  having  made  prisoners  of  a  Major  Sherburne  and  three 
hundred  of  our  men  on  their  way  thither;  but  being  inform- 
ed that  a  reinforcement  was  an'ived,  they  retreated.  Gene- 
ral Arnold  is  in  ])ursuit  of  them  with  nine  hundred  men, 
four  hundred  of  whom  he  has  sent  to  endeavour  to  cut  ofi 
their  retreat,  while  he  pursues  them  with  the  utmost  expedi- 
tion with  the  remainder.  Provisions,  as  I  mentioned  before, 
are  so  very  scarce  that  we  are  absolutely  obliged  to  seize 
flour  and  wheat,  pledging  the  faith  of  the  United  Colonies 
for  the  payment  of  the  market  price.  General  Thomas  is 
very  ill  with  the  small-pox  at  Chambly,  taken  in  the  na- 
tural way.  There  are  five  instead  of  three  hundred  of  our 
people  made  prisoners.  There  is  a  report  that  General  Ar- 
nold has  beat  the  enemy,  but  no  account  is  yet  arrived  from 
himself. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  DATED  MONTREAL,  MAY  17,  1776. 

I  wrote  you  last  from  Deschambault,  where  we  remained 
four  or  five  days  on  a  very  short  allowance,  and  left  it  with 
half  an  allowance  of  flour,  and  no  pork,  to  serve  the  men  to 
Trois  Rivieres,  two  good  days'  march.  It  has  since  been 
concluded  on  to  keep  no  detachment  for  the  present  below 
the  Sorel,  as  the  Army  have  been  living  from  hand  to  mouth 
for  some  time  past,  the  supplies  of  provisions  from  tlie  other 
side  of  the  Lakes  being  but  small,  and  very  little  to  be  pro- 
cured without  force,  or  paying  hard  money  for  it.  The 
common  people  in  general,  though  they  will  probably  take 
the  stronger  side,  do,  I  have  no  doubt  from  all  the  observa- 
tions I  have  made,  wish  well  to  us  and  our  cause,  and  would 
be  very  glad  we  should  succeed.     Forty  or  fifty  men  of  the 


GENERAL  WARD  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  May  17,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Excellency  that 
the  armed  schooner  Franklin,  Captain  Mugford,  this  day 
took  and  brought  into  this  harbour  a  large  ship  from  Cork.* 
Several  other  armed  schooners  were  in  company.  A  bill  of 
lading  I  have  enclosed,  by  which  you  will  see  that  she  is  a 
very  valuable  prize.  She  carried  four  three-pounders,  and 
is  about  three  hundred  tons  burden.  She  came  out  the  4th 
of  April,  with  nine  sail  of  transports,  under  convoy  of  a  fri- 
gate. I  cannot  learn  any  important  intelligence  by  her; 
the  master  says  there  are  but  about  one  hundred  soldiers 
on  board  these  transports,  and  that  they  are  laden  with  pro- 
visions and  warlike  stores  for  the  King's  troops. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  General  Washington. 

•  CoLOifT  oV  THE  Massachusetts-Bat,  Essbx,  s«.  A  libel  is  filed 
before  me  against  the  ship  named  the  Hope,  burden  about  two  hundred 
and  eighty  tons,  commanded  by  Al-xander  Lumadale,  which  vessel  is 
said  to  have  been  improved  in  carrying  supplies  to  the  fleet  and  army  . 
employed  against  the  United  Colonies,  and  taken  and  brought  into  the 
County  of  Suffolk.  And  the  Court  erected  to  try  and  condemn  all 
vessels  that  shall  be  found  infesting  the  sea-coast  of  America,  and  brought 
into  either  of  the  Counties  of  Suffolk,  Middlesex,  or  Essex,  will  b« 
held  at  Boston,  on  Friday,  the  21st  day  of  Jtme,  1776,  at  the  hour  of 
ten  in  the  forenoon,  to  try  the  justice  of  the  said  capture  ;  of  which  this 
notice  is  given,  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  the  Colony  aforesaid,  that  the 
owners  of  said  ship,  or  any  persons  concerned  therein,  may  appear  and 
show  cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  the  said  ship,  witli  her  cargo  and 
appurtenances,  should  not  be  condemned, 

TiMOTHT  PicKEHiNo,  Jun.,  Judgc  of  Said  Court. 

CoiosT  OF  THE  Massachcbkttb-Bat,  Middle  District,  as.  Libels 
are  filed  before  me  in  behalf  of  the  officers,  marines,  and  mariners,  of  the 
Continental  armed  vessels  Hancock,  Lee,  Lynch.  IVarren,  and  Frank- 
lin, against  the  ship  named  the  Lord  Howe,  of  about  two  hundred 
tons  burden,  commanded  by  one  Robert  Parke ;  against  the  brigantine 
named  the  Annabella,  of  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  tons  burden, 
commanded  by  one  Hugh  Walker ;  and  against  the  ship  named  tlie 
George,  of  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  tons  burden,  commanded  by 
one  Archibald  Bog, 

Another  libel  is  filed  before  me,  in  behalf  of  the  officers,  marines,  and 
mariners,  of  the  Continental  armed  vessels  Lee,  Warren,  and  Lynch, 
against  the  ship  named  the  Anne,  of  about  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  tons  burden,  commanded  by  one  Joht^Denniston,  which  ships  and 
brigantine  are  said  to  have  been  taken  caring  supplies  to  the  fleet  and 
Army  employed  against  the  United  Colonies,  and  armed  soldiers  infest- 
ing the  sea-coast  of  America,  and  brought  into  the  Counties  of  Suffolk 
and  Essex. 

Another  libel  is  filed  before  me,  in  behalf  of  John  Adams,  comman- 
der of  the  armed  sloop  called  the  Chance,  and  his  company  of  marines 
and  mariners,  and  the  owners  of  the  same  sloop,  against  the  ship  named 
the  Lady  Juliana,  of  about  two  hundred  and  forty  tons  burden,  com- 
manded by  one  Christopher  Stephenson,  and  taken  and  brought  into  the 
County  of  Essex;  which  ship,  her  cargo,  and  appurtenances,  are  said  to 
have  been,  at  the  time  of  the  capture,  the  property  of,  and  owned  by 
divers  inhabitants  of  the  Island  of  Great  Britaitt. 

And  for  the  trial  of  these  captures,  the  Maritime  Court  for  the  Middle 
District  of  the  Mamachusetts-Bay  will  be  held  at  the  CourtHouse  in 
Boston,  on  Tuesday,  the  23d  day  of  July,  1776,  at  the  hour  of  ten  in 
the  forenoon  ;  of  which  this  notice  is  given,  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  the 
Colony  aforesaid,  that  the  owners  of  the  vessels  taken  as  aforesaid,  or  any 
persons  concerned,  may  appear  and  show  cause  (if  any  they  have)  why 
the  same  vessels,  or  any  of  them,  and  their  cargoes  and  appurtenances, 
should  not  be  condemned. 

Timotht  Pickehino,  Jun.,  Judge  of  said  Court. 

Note. — Persons  claiming  the  whole,  or  any  part  or  share,  either  as 
owners  or  captors,  of  any  vessels  taken  and  libelled,  must,  by  law,  file 
their  claims  before  the  Judge  of  the  Court  five  days  before  the  day  set 
for  the  trial,  or  they  will  be  forever  barred  therefrom. 
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GENERAL    WARD    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONfiRESS. 

Boston,  May  17,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  iiifoiin  you  that  Captain 
Mwiford,  in  the  Continental  aniied  schooner  Franldin,  this 
(lay  took  and  brought  into  this  harbour  a  ship  from  Cork, 
about  three  hundred  tons  burden,  laden  chiefly  with  ordnance 
stores.  A  bill  of  lading  I  have  enclosed.  She  carried  four 
three-poundei-s.  The  master  informs  that  nine  sail  of  trans- 
ports came  out  with  this  ship,  under  convoy  of  a  frigate,  all 
laden  with  provisions  and  ordnance  stores  for  the  King's 
troops,  which  they  supposed  were  in  Boston.  I  cannot 
Jearn  any  important  intelligence  by  the  people  on  board  this 
ship  ;  she  sailed  from  Cork  the  4th  of  April. 

VVishing  you  and  all  the  Members  of  Congress  the  Divine 
direction,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


Boston,  May  20,  1776. 

Early  last  Friday  morning  the  Franklin  schooner,  one 
of  (he  Continental  cruisers,  commanded  by  Captain  James 
Mugford,  of  Marblchcad,  fell  in  with  one  of  the  enemy's 
transport-ships  from  Cork,  bound  directly  into  this  harbour, 
tlie  Captain  not  knowing  that  the  place  had  been  evacuated 
by  the  British  fleet  and  army.  Notwithstanding  she  ap- 
peared to  be  an  armed  ship,  and  was  in  sight  of  the  enemy's 
men  of  war  lying  in  Nantasket,  Captain  Mugford  resolute- 
ly bore  down  upon  her,  and  took  her  without  opposition. 
She  mounted  six  carriage-guns,  a  number  of  swivels,  and 
had  on  board  eighteen  men.  The  Franklin,  at  that  time, 
had  only  twenty-one  men.  Captain  Mugford  determining 
to  bring  her  into  this  harbour,  the  inh.ibitants,  on  leaving 
their  respective  places  of  worship  after  the  forenoon's  service, 
(it  being  the  day  of  the  Continental  fast,)  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  the  most  valuable  prize  taken  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war.  entering  the  harbour.  But  it  being  ebb- 
tide, she  ran  ashore  in  Pulling-Point  gut,  where  she  lay  till 
the  ensuing  night.  As  her  cargo  was  of  almost  inestimable 
value  to  these  Colonies,  it  was  thought  prudent  to  bring  up 
to  town  the  greatest  part  of  it  in  boats ;  and  a  large  number 
being  immediately  despatched,  the  same  was  soon  safely 
landed  and  properly  deposited. 

The  ship  is  about  three  hundred  tons  burden,  Alexander 
L/umsdale  master.  She  had  five  weeks'  passage,  and  sail- 
ed from  Cork  in  company  with  twelve  or  thirteen  other 
transports,  all  bound  to  this  place,  from  which  she  parted  a 
few  days  before  she  was  taken.  The  others,  it  is  conclu- 
ded, hearing  of  the  evacuation  of  the  town  from  one  of  their 
cruisers,  steered  for  Halifax.  The  Captain  brings  no  ma- 
terial advices. 

The  following  is  an  inventory  of  the  cargo  of  the  above- 
mentioned  prize  ship,  taken  and  brought  in  here  last  Friday, 
viz: 

Carbines,  with  bayonets,  scabbards,  and  steel  ram- 
mers,      - 1000 

Carbine  cartouch-boxes,     -----.-.     1000 
Slings,     -     -     -     - 1000 

Spare  travelling  carriages,  24-pounder,  heavy,  -     -  1 

Do.  do.       12       do.       light,     -     -  4 

Traversing  handspikes,  for  do.,     ----..  g 

Handsaws,    ---'■--.---.  .         84 

Sand-bags,  bushel,  5000 ;  half  bushel,  5000,    -     -10000 
Mantelets  of  cured  hides,   --------       100 

Broad-axes,  ---------._.       144 

Hand  hammers,  ------.....         50 

Grindstones,  with  troughs,  --------  15 

Felling-axes, 300 

Hand-hatchets,  --.-----...       500 
Hand-bills,    ----------..       500 

Barrows,  wheel,  268;  hand,  150, 418 

Spades,  common,  1000;  ditching,  250,  -     -     -     -     1250 

Shovels,  shod,  750 ;  iron,  250, 1000 

Carpenters'  tools,  sets, 6 

Handsaws,  whet  and  set,  6  ;  tennant  do.,  6  ;  turning  do., 
6 ;  broad-axes,  helved,  6  ;  adzes,  helved,  6 ;  penmauls, 
helved,  6;  hammers,  claw,  6,  riveting,  6;  chissels, 
broad-helved  6,  scribing  6,  heading  12,  paring  6,  firm- 
er 36,  mortice  24,  and  large  12;  gouges,  helved, 
firmer  36,  peeking  6,  and  trunnion  12 ;  pierces  or  pads, 
stocks  and  springs,  6 ;  bitts  for  do.  72 ;  ^raw  borere, 


helved,  24  ;  pairs  of  pincei-s,  6  ;  iron  squares,  6 ;  brass 
chalk-line,  rolls,  6;  chalkline,  knots,  12;  iron  com- 
passes, ])aii-s,  6  ;  engineers'  augurs,  (8  to  a  set)  sets  6 ; 
thrifts  for  do.,  48  ;  two  feet  rules,  6  ;  black  lead-pen- 
cils, dozens,  6  ;  stones,  rub  6,  rag  6,  Turkey  oil  6  ; 
rasps,  12;  saw-sets,  6;  files  for  do.,  18  ;  gimlets,  sort- 
ed, 124,  large  spike,  12 ;  glue,  12  pounds;  copper  glue- 
pots,  6  ;  fish  skins,  6  ;  mallets,  6 ;  betties,  or  small  iron 
crows,  6 ;  planes  of  all  sorts,  132 ;  Hanibro'  line, 
skains,  .50;  spikes,  from  five  to  eight  and  a  half-inch, 
29  cwt.  3  qr. ;  nails,  24-penny,  35,i300 ;  pick-axes  with 
helves,  500 ;  hammers  with  helves,  sledge,  25  ;  augurs 
with  thrifts,  75. 
Rope,  tarred,  from  2  to  4^  inch,  coils     -     -     -     -  5 

Ditto,  white,  from  1.^  to  3i  inch,  coils    -     -     -     -  4 

"Powder,  copper  hooped,  whole  barrels    -     -     -     .     1500 
Office  of  Ordnance,  November  4,  1775. 

The  enemy,  on  board  the  men  of  war  below,  intolerably 
vexed  and  chagrined  that  the  above  ship  should  be  taken 
and  unloaded  in  their  open  view,  formed  a  design  of  wreak- 
ing their  vengeance  on  the  gallant  Captain  Mugford,  who 
took  her.  The  Sunday  following  Captain  Mugford,  in 
company  with  Captain  Cunningham,  in  the  Lady  Wash- 
ington, a  small  privateer  armed  with  swivels,  blunderbusses, 
and  muskets,  fell  down,  in  order  to  go  out  in  the  bay.  The 
enemy  observed  their  sailing,  and  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  boats 
for  the  purpose  of  surprising  and  taking  them  in  the  night ; 
and  the  Franklin's  running  aground  in  the  gut,  gave  them 
a  good  opportunity  for  executing  their  plan.  The  Lady 
Washington  came  to  anchor  near  Captain  Mugford ;  and 
between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  he  discovered  a  number  of 
boats,  which  he  hailed,  and  received  for  answer  that  they 
were  from  Boston.  He  ordered  them  to  keep  off,  or  he 
would  fire  upon  them.  They  begged  him  for  God's  sake 
not  to  fire,  for  they  were  going  on  board  him.  Captain 
Mugford  instantly  fired,  and  was  followed  by  all  his  men ; 
and  cutting  his  cable,  brought  his  broadside  to  bear,  when 
he  discharged  his  cannon,  loaded  with  musket-ball,  directly 
in  upon  them.  Before  the  cannon  could  be  charged  a 
second  time,  two  or  three  boats  were  alongside,  each  of  them 
supposed  to  have  as  many  men  on  board  as  the  Franklin, 
which  were  only  twenty-one,  including  officers.  By  the 
best  accounts  there  were  not  less  than  thirteen  boats  in  all, 
many  of  them  armed  with  swivels,  and  having  on  board,  at 
the  lowest  computation,  two  hundred  men.  Captain  Mug- 
ford and  his  men  plied  those  alongside  so  closely  with  fire- 
arms and  spears,  and  with  such  intrepidity,  activity,  and 
success,  that  two  boats  were  soon  sunk,  and  all  the  men 
either  killed  or  drowned.  But  while  the  heroick  Mugford, 
with  outstretched  arms,  was  righteously  dealing  death  and 
destruction  to  our  base  and  unnatural  enemies,  he  received 
a  fatal  ball  in  his  body,  which,  in  a  few  minutes,  put  a  period 
to  a  life  from  which,  had  it  been  spared,  his  oppressed 
country  would  undoubtedly  have  reaped  very  eminent  ad- 
vantages. After  our  brave  men  had  maintained  this  unequal 
contest  for  about  half  an  hour,  the  enemy  thought  proper  to 
retire.  The  carnage  among  them  must  have  been  great ; 
for,  besides  the  two  boat-loads  killed  and  drowned,  many 
were  doubtless  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  others. 
Great  execution  was  done  by  the  spears.  One  man,  with  that 
weapon,  is  positive  of  having  killed  nine  of  the  enemy. 

The  number  of  boats  which  attacked  the  Franklin  was 
about  eight  or  nine.  The  remainder,  to  the  number  of  four 
or  five,  at  the  same  time  attacked  Captain  Cunningham,  in 
the  Lady  Washington,  who  then  had  on  board  only  six 
men  besides  himself.  This  brave  little  company  gave  the 
boats  such  a  warm  reception  that  the  enemy  were  soon 
glad  to  give  over  the  contest,  after  suffering,  it  is  thought, 
considerable  loss. 

The  body  of  one  of  the  marines  killed  in  the  above  en- 
gagement, and  one  of  the  enemy's  thirteen-oared  barges, 
have  been  taken  up  at  Chelsea.  The  remains  of  Captain 
Mugford  have  been  carried  to  Marhlehead  for  interment. 
No  otl)er  life  on  our  part  was  lost. 


colonel    palmer   to   THOMAS    CUSHING. 

Braintree,  May  17,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yesterday  a  party  of  the  enemy  landed  upon 
Pettick's  bland,  at  or  near  the  Sheep's  Pen,  and  travelled 
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about  upon  it  a  considerable  time ;  if  these  companies  bad  had 
the  whale-boats,  it  is  not  hkely  the  enemy  would  liave  ven- 
tured so  far.  I  find  that  a  considerable  number  of  inhabi- 
tants of //«//  are  returntid,  and  boats  from  the  ships  have 
been  observed  to  go  thither ;  no  doubt  can  be  made  but  that 
intelligence  and  provisions  are  conveyed  in  that  channel, 
and  for  want  of  whale-boats  we  cannot  prevent  it.  It  would 
be  better  to  burn  the  town  than  permit  such  communica- 
tion ;  but  a  party  of  perhaps  fifty  or  one  hundred  men  might 
prevent  it  and  protect  the  inhabitants.  They  certainly  know 
that  the  whale-boats  are  taken  off  from  hence,  or  they  would 
not  venture  to  look  after  our  fishing-canoes  so  far  up  the 
harbour,  when  we  were  so  near  to  our  guards  upon  Hough's 
Neck.  The  Committee  of  War  will  doubtless  consider  the 
matter. 

By  intelligence  from  our  guards,  our  armed  vessels  this 
morning  took  a  ship  and  brig  a  little  without  the  Light- House, 
some  say  only  a  ship.  I  saw  Dawson  endeavour  to  go  out  at 
the  time  of  the  firing,  but  wind  and  tide  being  against,  he 
could  not  go  out.  The  like  has  taken  place  several  times 
before,  and  is  evidence  to  me  that  the  enemy  do  not  think 
it  safe  to  ride  outside  the  Light-House.  Just  before  their 
great  fleet  left  Nantaskct  Harbour  several  of  them  anchored 
below  the  Light-House,  but  soon  returned  ;  similar  instances 
I  can  give,  which  fully  evince  that  they  do  not  think  it  safe 
to  anchor  so  low  down. 

It  may  be  well  to  consider  whether,  if  they  are  driven 
from  their  present  station,  they  may  not  attempt  to  lodge 
in  Marblehead  Harbour,  or  some  other  within  the  Capes. 
It  ought  also  to  be  considered  how  they  may  be  dislodged 
from  the  heights  of  Hull  and  the  Islands,  should  they  pos- 
sess them,  and  also  how  they  will  dislodge  us,  should  we 
have  possession  of  the  heights. 

I  am,  &c.,  J.  Palmer. 

To  the  Honourable  Thomas  Cushing,  Esquire,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  War. 


LETTER  ADDRESSED  TO  THE  FRONTIER  INHABITANTS  BY 
MR.  STUART,  BRITISH  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  INDIAN  AF- 
FAIRS IN  THE  SOUTHERN  DISTRICT,  DELIVERED  18tH 
OF  MAY,   1776. 

Some  time  ago  Mr.  Cameron  and  myself  wrote  you  a 
letter  by  Mr.  Thomas,  and  enclosed  you  the  talk  we  had  with 
the  Indians  respecting  the  purchase  which,  it  is  reported, 
you  lately  made  of  them  for  the  rivers  Wattaugah  and  No- 
lachucky,  he.  We  are  since  informed  that  you  are  under 
great  apprehensions  of  the  Indians  doing  mischief;  but  it  is 
not  the  design  of  his  Majesty  to  set  his  friends  and  allies, 
the  Indians,  on  his  liege  subjects.  Therefore,  whoever  of 
you  are  willing  to  join  his  Majesty's  forces  as  soon  as  they 
arrive  at  the  Cherokee  nation,  by  repairing  to  the  King's 
standard,  shall  find  protection,  and  their  families  and  estates 
be  secure  from  all  danger  whatever.  Yet,  that  bis  Majes- 
ty's officers  may  be  certain  which  of  you  are  willing  to  take 
up  arms  in  defence  of  the  King's  just  rights,  1  have  thought 
fit  to  recommend  to  every  one  of  you  that  is  desirous  of  pre- 
venting inevitable  ruin  to  himself  and  family,  immediately 
to  subscribe  a  written  paper,  acknowledging  their  allegiance 
to  his  Majesty  King  George,  and  that  they  are  ready  and 
willing,  whenever  called  upon,  to  appear  in  anns  in  defence 
of  the  British  rights  in  America ;  which  paper,  as  soon  as 
it  is  signed,  send  to  me  by  some  safe  hand. 

Should  any  of  the  inhabitants  be  desirous  of  knowing 
liow  they  are  to  be  kept  free  from  every  kind  of  insult 
or  danger,  inform  them  that  his  Majesty  will  immediately 
land  an  army  in  West-Florida,  and  march  them  through 
the  Creek  nation  to  the  Chickasaws,  where  five  hundred 
warriors  from  each  nation  are  to  join  them,  then  come 
by  the  Cherokees,  (who  have  also  promised  their  assist- 
ance,) and  then  take  possession  of  the  frontiers  of  North- 
Carolina  and  Virginia,  at  the  same  time  that  his  Majes- 
ty's forces  make  a  diversion  on  the  sea-coasts  of  those 
Provinces.  . 

If  any  of  the  inhabitants  have  cattle,  pack-horses,  or 
flour  to  spare,  by  applying  to  us  they  shall  have  a  good 
price  for  them,  as  soon  as  his  Majesty's  troops  are  im- 
bodied. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  &.C., 

Henry  Stuart,  Deputy  Superintendent. 


TO   THE    PUBLICK. 

Whereas  many  misrepresentations  have  been  circulated 
respecting  the  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  other  circum- 
stances relating  to  the  condition  of  the  galleys  at  the  time  of 
the  late  engagement ;  the  officers  on  that  service,  in  justice 
to  their  reputation,  conceive  themselves  called  upon  to  give 
a  true  account  thereof. 

The  number  of  cartridges  on  board  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  on  the  8th  instant,  amounted  on  an 
average  to  twenty-eight  rounds  only,  when  filled  up  fit  for 
service,  which  was  expended  in  many  of  the  boats,  and  only 
a  round  or  two  left  in  others,  at  the  time  the  Roebuck  got 
aground ;  otherwise  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  we 
should  have  made  a  prize  of  her,  as  we  had  above  an  hour's 
daylight  when  we  were  obliged  to  retreat  for  want  of  am- 
munition. Soon  after  this,  we  received  a  small  supply, 
partly  of  loose  powder,  amounting  to  eight  rounds  only, 
and  deficient  of  cartridges  to  put  it  in,  which  we  judged  in- 
sufficient to  renew  the  attack  with. 

On  the  9th  we  received  a  second  supply,  which  made  up 
forty-five  rounds,  including  the  former  eight,  but  not  till 
long  after  the  Roebuck  was  got  off,  which  she  effected  before 
daylight.  Soon  after  receiving  this  we  began  the  second 
attack,  under  the  disadvantage  of  being  obliged,  in  the  time 
of  the  action,  to  cut  up  blankets,  jackets,  trousers,  stockings, 
fee,  to  supply  the  defect  of  cartridges;  and,  for  want  of 
wads,  some  were  necessitated  to  cut  up  cables,  and  take  the 
oakum  out  of  the  netting.  This  supply  was  also  expended 
about  sunset,  after  a  very  close  engagement,  when  some 
retreated  to  look  for  fresh  supplies ;  and  meeting  with  a  barge, 
three  of  us  got  seven  rounds  therefrom  and  leturned  to  the 
attack,  which  was  continued  till  the  enemy  was  below  New- 
castle. Next  morning  she  dropped  to  Reedy  Island.  We 
continued  watching  them  three  days,  in  which  time  we  re- 
ceived a  further  supply  of  powder  ;  but  as  many  of  the  boats 
were  then  without  shot,  and  others  had  but  very  few,  we 
were  still  ill  provided  either  for  attack  or  defence. 

We  have,  on  former  occasions,  from  first  entering  on  the 
duty,  experienced  many  distresses,  both  for  service  and 
accommodation,  which  we  have  borne  with  a  soldierlike  pa- 
tience, under  the  hopes  that  future  regulations  would  relieve 
us  therefrom. 

We  are  the  publick's  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
Henry  Dougherty,       Alexander  Henderson, 
John  Rice,  Thomas  Moore, 

John  Hamilton,  Nathan  Boyce, 

James  Montgomery,      Hugh  Montgomery, 
James  Blair,  Thomas  Houston. 

Richard  Eyers, 

Lieut.  Benjamin  Thompson,  commanding  the  Ex- 
periment. 
Lieut.  Robert  Hume,  commanding  the  Ranger. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met. 

The  Address  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  County 
of  Philadelphia. 

We  esteem  ourselves  in  no  small  degree  happy  that  we 
have  the  satisfaction,  in  this  very  critical  conjuncture,  of  ex- 
pressing our  sentiments  to  the  constitutional  Representative 
body  of  this  Province. 

With  the  deepest  concern,  we  have  lately  observed  that 
the  ground  on  which  our  opposition  to  the  arbitrary  and  op- 
pressive measures  of  the  British  Ministry  was  first  made  is 
so  totally  changed.  Instead  of  our  joining  hand  and  heart 
in  forwarding  a  reconciliation  with  our  parent  State,  on  con- 
stitutional principles,  which  is  the  object  we  ought  ever  to 
have  kept  in  view,  as  the  only  termination  of  our  disputes 
which  can  possibly  give  us  happiness  and  security,  a  system 
has  been  adopted  by  some  persons  in  the  City  and  Liberties 
of  Philadelphia,  which  tends  immediately  to  the  subversion 
of  our  Constitution. 

When  we  recollect  the  declaration  of  Congress,  that  they 
"  mean  not  to  destroy  the  Union  which  has  so  long  happily 
subsisted,  and  which  they  sincerely  wish  to  be  restored ;" 
when  we  think  of  the  known  instructions  given  to  the  Dele- 
gates of  the  several  Provinces,  as  well  as  to  those  of  our 
own,  we  are  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  a  disunion,  which 
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must  attend  the  prosecution  of  a  scheme  that  will,  in  the  end, 
not  only  set  Province  against  Province,  but  (more  dreadful 
to  think  of)  foment  civil  discords  in  each. 

Should  our  inveterate  enemies  be  so  long  lost  to  all  sense 
of  justice  and  humanity  as  to  persist  in  their  infernal  plan 
of  despotism  ;  should  they  drive  us  by  tlieir  violence  to  that 
last  shift,  a  Declaration  of  Independence,  every  one  will 
tlien  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  measure,  and 
we  shall  be  as  one  man,  so  united  aiid  strengthened  by  the 
conviction  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  their  attempts. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  County,  in  their  own  native  land, 
in  defence  of  the  freedom  which  is  their  birthright,  and 
which  they  have  ever  enjoyed  until  the  late  violation  of  it, 
for  the  protection  of  their  property  (acquired  solely  by  the 
industry  of  their  forefathers  and  themselves)  against  violence 
actually  offered,  first  took  up  arms,  and  mean  not  to  lay 
them  down  until  hostilities  shall  cease  on  the  part  of  the 
aggressors,  and  all  danger  of  their  being  renewed  shall  be 
removed. 

They  have,  with  the  greatest  alacrity,  given  a  consider- 
able part  of  their  time  to  qualify  themselves  in  military  mat- 
ters, and  are  well  assured  that  they  will  be  behind  none  in 
their  endeavoui's  to  put  an  end  to  the  oppression  of  their 
country ;  but  it  was,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  determined 
resolution  to  support  and  defend  their  Constitution  against 
all  oppressions  and  innovations  whatsoever. 

These  we  know  to  be  the  sentiments  of  the  people  under 
whose  authority  we  act,  as  well  as  our  own ;  and,  as  such, 
we  should  be  highly  wanting  in  duty  to  ourselves  and  our 
constituents  were  we  to  neglect  laying  them  before  you. 

We  are  not  insensible  of  the  difficulties  which  attend  your 
situation  ;  but  trust  you  will  proceed  in  the  weighty  affairs 
now  under  your  consideration  with  unanimity  and  firmness, 
still  looking  forward  to  a  happy,  permanent  termination  of 
our  calamities,  in  constitutional  reconciliation  with  our  own 
ancient  friends.  To  forget  injuries,  and  to  forgive  those  who 
have  offended,  is  as  conducive  to  happiness  as  conformable 
to  the  rules  of  virtue ;  and  we  make  no  doubt  the  most  salu- 
tary events  must  result  from  measures  formed  and  conducted 
on  such  principles. 

What  we  have  to  offer  and  advise  is,  that  you  will  most 
religiously  adhere  to  the  instructions  given  to  our  Delegates 
in  Congress.  We  consider  them  our  greatest  security.  And 
we  further  most  seriously  entreat  that  you  will,  to  the  utmost 
of  your  power,  oppose  the  changing  or  altering,  in  any  the 
least  part,  our  invaluable  Constitution,  under  which  we  have 
experienced  every  happiness,  and  in  support  of  which  there 
is  nothing  just  or  reasonable  which  we  would  not  willingly 
undertake. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

W.  Hamilton,  Chairman. 

Philadelphia  County  Committee,  May  18,  1776. 


therefore  that  the  Salt  cannot  be  delivered  to  them,  nor,  if 
it  were  in  their  possession,  could  it  be  purchased  of  them 
by  any  friend  to  American  liberty.  The  Committee  at  the 
same  time  assure  the  publick  that  they  have  under  their 
consideration  a  mode  of  disposing  of  the  said  Salt,  so  as  to 
serve  the  publick  in  the  most  effectual  manner,  without 
doing  the  least  injustice  to  the  said  Joshua  Fisher  ^  So7is. 
Published  by  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Samuel  C.  Morris,  Secretary. 


PHILADELPHIA    COUNTY   COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  May  18,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  is  hereby,  recommended  to  the 
Colonels  of  this  County  to  make  immediate  returns  of  the 
Associators  in  their  several  Battalions,  agreeable  to  the  re- 
solve of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  is  hereby,  recommended  to  the 
Townships  in  this  County,  where  persons  have  been  chosen 
to  receive  the  Arms  of  Non- Associators,  to  make  their  returns 
to  this  Committee  at  the  next  meeting,  in  order  that  proper 
persons  (as  enjoined  by  the  House  of  Assembly)  may  be 
appointed  to  collect  the  Arms  in  those  Townships  where 
none  have  been  chosen. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

Enoch  Edwards,  Secretary. 


SAMtTEL   TUCKER   TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Trenton,  May  18,  1776. 
Dear  General  :  I  am  to  acknowledge  your  favour  of 
the  24th  ultimo,  then  ask  pardon  for  not  answering  sooner; 
at  the  same  time  take  the  liberty  to  inform  you  that  our 
Committee  of  Safety  only  came  into  the  following  regula- 
tions on  the  15th  instant:  That  one-fourth  of  the  Militia  of 
the  several  Counties  be  detached  by  lot,  to  stand  as  Minute- 
men  for  two  months,  to  be  well  armed  and  accoutred,  to  march 
at  a  minute's  warning,  on  any  alarm,  to  the  several  places 
of  rendezvous,  viz :  County  of  Bergen,  to  Paulus  Hook ; 
Counties  of  Essex,  Morris  and  Sussex,  at  Elizabethtown 
and  Newark ;  Middlesex  and  Somerset,  at  Woodbridge ; 
Hunterdon,  at  New-Brunswick;  and  the  Counties  of  il^n- 
mouth  and  Burlington,  at  Perth  Amhoy ;  at  which  several 
places  they  are  to  expect  general  orders;  for  which  pur- 
pose I  have  given  Brigadier-General  Dickerson  tlie  resolu- 
tion at  large,  that  he  may  give  orders  to  the  Colonels  in  the 
several  Counties.  And  as  the  Militia  of  this  Colony  are 
firmly  attached  to  the  great  cause  of  American  freedom,  I 
have  the  firmest  reliance  on  the  most  cheerful  compliance ; 
and  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 
dient,  humble  servant,  g^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^ 

To  General  Washington, 


PHILADELPHIA    COMMITTEE    OF    INSPECTION    AND    OBSER- 
VATION. 

Philadelphia,  May  18,  1776. 

Whereas  a  quantity  of  Salt,  supposed  to  be  about  four 
thousand  bushels,  belonging  to  Joshua  Fisher  Sf  Sons,  im- 
ported in  December,  1774,  contrary  to  the  Continental  As- 
sociation, was  then  stored  under  the  care  of  the  Committee 
of  Inspection  and  Observation  for  the  City  and  Liberties 
of  Philadelphia,  and  now  remains  unsold,  the  said  Joshua 
Fisher  Sf  Sons  having  refused  to  sell  it  according  to  the 
recommendations  of  Congress,  and  still  continue  contuma- 
ciously so  to  do ;  and  the  said  Joshua  Fisher  ^  Sons,  by  their 
letter,  dated  the  8th  of  this  month,  directed  to  this  Commit- 
tee,'and  received  the  11th  of  the  same,  have  proposed  that 
if  the  same  be  delivered  to  them  without  any  conditions 
whatsoever,  they  will  retail  it  in  small  quantities  to  the  con- 
sumer at  three  shillings  per  bushel ;  this  Committee  being 
well  informed  that  the  aforesaid  proposal  was  spread  through 
the  country  before  it  was  made  to  the  Committee,  and  was 
calculated  to  involve  them  in  difficulties,  and  has  a  tendency 
to  induce  the  people  to  believe  that  the  Committee  have 
some  further  views  in  detaining  the  Salt  in  their  possession: 
The  Committee  think  it  their  duty  to  remind  the  publick 
that  Thomas  Fisher  and  Samuel  Fisher,  of  the  house  of 
Joshua  Fisher  Sf  Sons,  have  been  adjudged  and  adver- 
tised as  enemies  to  their  country,  and  incapable  of  all  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  people  of  these  Colonies;  and 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OP    CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  21,  1776.     Referred  to  Messrs.  J.  Adams,  W.  Livingston, 
Jcfierson,  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Sherman.] 

New- York,  May  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  the  en- 
closed letters  and  papers  I  received  this  moming  in  the  state 
they  now  are,  which  contain  sundry  matters  of  intelligence 
of  the  most  interesting  nature.  As  the  consideration  of  them 
may  lead  to  important  consequences,  and  the  adoption  of 
several  measures  in  the  military  line,  I  have  thought  it  ad- 
visable for  General  Gates  to  attend  Congress ;  he  will  fol- 
low to-morrow,  and  satisfy  and  explain  to  them  some  jX)ints 
they  may  wish  to  be  informed  of  in  the  course  of  their  de- 
liberations, not  having  an  opportunity  at  this  time  to  submit 
my  thoughts  to  them  upon  these  interesting  accounts. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  tlie  greatest  esteem,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Inquire,  President  of 
Congress. 

general    WASHINGTON   TO    RICHARD    HENRT   LEE. 

New. York,  May  18,  1776. 
My  DEAR  Sir:  In  great  haste  1  write  you  a  few  lines  to  cover 
the  enclosed:  they  came  in  the  manner  you  see  them,  and 
as  explained  in  Captain  Langdon's  letter  to  rae  oi  May  10. 
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I  hesitated  some  time  in  determining  whether  1  could,  with 
propriety,  select  them  from  the  rest,  considering  in  what 
manner  they  came  to  my  hands ;  but  as  there  are  some 
things  in  each  which  may  serve  to  irritate,  I  concluded  it 
best  to  send  not  only  the  one  directed  to  you,  but  the  other 
also,  (to  Doctor  Franklin,)  under  cover  to  you,  as  you  may 
communicate  and  secrete  such  parts  as  you  like.  1  have 
no  time  to  add  the  necessity  of  vigorous  exertions ;  they  are 
too  obvious  to  need  any  stimulus  from  me. 

Adieu,  my  dear  sir;  I  am,  most  affectionately,  your  obe- 

George  Washington, 

P.  S.  Upon  second  thought,  knowing  that  Doctor  Frank- 
lin is  in  Canada^  I  send  you  a  copy  only  of  the  letter  to 
him,  (which  I  take  to  be  from  Doctor  Lee,)  and  the  origi- 
nal to  the  Doctor. 

JOHN    LANGDON   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

[Read  May  21,  1776.] 
Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire,  May  10,  1776. 

Sir:  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Gtorge  Merchant,  who 
says  he  is  one  of  the  riflemen  that  went  from  Cambridge 
under  General  ^raoW  to  attack  Quebcck ;  was  taken  pri- 
soner crossing  the  river  at  that  place,  sent  to  England  in 
irons,  has  just  returned  by  way  of  Halifax,  from  whence 
he  made  his  escape,  with  some  others,  in  a  small  boat.  He 
arrived  at  OH- Yorir  yesterday,  when  he  informed  the  Com- 
mittee of  that  place  of  his  having  letters  from  England, 
which  he  had  concealed  in  the  waistband  of  his  breeches. 
They  thought  fit  to  open  the  letters,  and  sent  them  on  to  the 
Committee  of  this  place,  who  have  directed  me  to  despatch 
the  man  with  the  letters  to  Congress,  after  having  called  on 
you  in  the  way  there  ;  I  have,  therefore,  furnished  him  with 
necessaries,  and  given  strict  directions  to  proceed  widi  all 
possible  despatch  to  Head-Quarters  at  Neiv-  York,  as  express 
to  your  Excellency,  with  the  enclosed  letters ;  and  as  they 
contain  matters  of  importance,  no  doubt  you  will  think  pro- 
per to  forward  them  to  Congress,  This  man  informs  us 
that  the  troops  at  Halifax  are  in  a  most  deplorable  condi- 
tion for  want  of  provision  ;  this  is  confirmed  by  several 
othei-s  who  have  escaped  from  thence  and  arrived  at  this 
place  within  these  few  days.* 

1  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient  ser- 

^^"^'  John  Langdon, 

To  General  Washington. 

DOCTOR   foster   TO    GENERAL    GATES, 

New- York,  May  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  According  to  your  orders,  I  have  inquired  after  the 
small-pox,  and  find  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson  Moul- 
ton,  Captain  Samuel  Draper,  Doctor  John  Hart,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Benjamin  Brown,  (all  of  Colonel  Prescott's  Regi- 
ment,) were  inoculated  on  the  Uth  instant  at  the  house 
of  one  Fisher,  in  Stone  street ;  they  were  inoculated  by 
one  Bates ;  they  know  not  where  he  lives,  but  I  believe 

•  WiLLiAMSBUUGH,  ViBGisiA,  June  14,  1776. —  Georg-e Merchant, a 
private  in  Captain  Morgan's  Company  of  Riflemen  of  Virginia,  who 
went  to  Canada  with  Colonel  Arnold  last  fall,  was  taken  prisoner  soon 
after  landing  on  the  plains  of  Abraham,  and,  after  being  confined  several 
days  in  irons,  was  sent  to  England  to  be  hanged ;  but  meeting  with 
friends  in  London,  he  was  set  at  liberty,  and  sent  to  Bristol,  from  whence 
lie  got  a  passage,  on  the  24th  o( March,  in  a  schooner,  to  Ilalifaoc,  where 
he  tarried  ten  days,  when  he,  with  several  masters  of  vessels  that  had 
been  taken  by  the  Ministerial  cruisers,  hired  a  small  fishing  schooner  to 
bring  them  to  JVe-wbury,  but,  by  reason  of  contrary  winds,  put  into  Old- 
York,  in  J\"e^e-Hamp»hire,  where  he  landed  and  pus^hed  for  JBoaton,  and 
was  sent  express  from  thence  to  General  Washington,  and  by  him  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  arrived  here  on  Monday  evening.  By  him 
we  have  the  following  important  advices  : 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  an  eminent  gentleman  in  Londow  to  hia 
friend  in  America,  dated  Fkbkuabi  7. — "Lord  Ho-we  is  appointed 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Fleet.  The  commander  at  land  is  not  yet 
determined.  liOrd  Cormvallis  is  now  ready  to  sail  from  Cork  with  three 
thousand  men  for  Virginia  to  meet  General  Clinton.  The  plan  is  to 
march  through  that  Colony  and  attack  Philadelphia  by  land,  if  imprac- 
ticable by  sea.  They  reckon,  upon  paper,  to  have  an  army  of  thirty  thou- 
sand, mostly  Germans,  in  America,  by  June.  Jiurgoyne  is  to  retake 
Canada  with  ten  thousand  men ;  if  the  passage  over  the  Blue-Ridge 
is  fortified,  that  way  wiH  be  impracticable.  If  offers  of  settlement,  &c., 
are  prepared,  to  fling  into  the  camp,  in  German,  when  the  Germans 
arrive,  it  must  have  a  great  effect.  They  trust  to  the  slaves,  but  more  to 
the  Scotch,  among  you.  'J'he  Generals  talked  of  are  Amherst,  Count 
La  IJppe,  or  Harvey  ;  the  last  is  most  probable  A  General  of  the  first 
abilities  has  offered  to  go  over,  if  I  could  assure  him  of  being  received 
by  the  Congress.  If  the  Ministerial  efforts  do  not  succeed  this  campaign, 
it  ia  over  with  them." 


the  woman  of  the  house  can  tell  if  she  was  disposed  ;  they 
are  not  yet  attacked  with  the  symptoms,  and  may,  in  my 
opinion,  be  safely  removed. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  most  humble  .servant, 

Isaac  Foster, 
Surgeon  in  the  Hospital. 

To  the  Honourable  Horatio  Gates,  Esq. 


GENERAL    SULLIVAN   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON, 

Albany,  May  18,  1776, 

M.\r  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  EXCELLENCY :  I  caunot  but  esteem 
it  my  duty  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  horrid  abuse 
to  the  publick  by  keeping  up  the  two  regiments  of  Van 
Schaick  and  Wynkoop.  Those  regiments  are  said  to  be  in 
this  quarter ;  but,  upon  the  strictest  inquiry,  can  be  found 
nowhere.  Colonel  Van  Schaick  is  here  himself,  but  has 
never  furnished  a  man  for  guard  or  any  other  duty  since  my 
arrival.  1  have  been  applied  to  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cortlandt,  of  Wynkoop's  Regiment,  for  pay  for  two  com- 
panies, I  inquired  where  they  were.  He  said,  in  Tryon 
County,  to  keep  the  Tories  in  awe :  he  at  the  same  time 
told  me  that  they  had  not  now,  nor  have  they  ever  had, 
any  arms  or  ammunition,  I  suppose  they  have  been  em- 
ployed on  their  farms  all  the  year,  and  I  believe  that  is  the 
case  with  the  principal  part  of  the  two  regiments,  I  called 
on  Colonel  Cortlandt  for  a  return,  which,  being  incom- 
plete, I  returned  it  to  him  again,  I  found  in  some  compa- 
nies not  a  man  present  fit  for  duty,  or  sick  present,  in  some 
there  were  eleven,  in  others  less,  I  desired  him  to  make 
out  the  number  on  command  and  where,  which  he  is  now 
about,  a  copy  of  which  return  I  shall  forward  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, I  should  take  the  same  steps  with  Colonel  Van 
Schaick^s,  but  am  ordered  to  march,  as  we  have  conveyed 
forward  a  sufficiency  of  provisions  for  the  relief  of  our  Army 
in  Canada;  my  brigade  is  now  on  their  march  for  the  Lake, 
Stark  and  Reed,  1  suppose,  will  pass  Lake  George  to-mor- 
row ;  fVinds  the  day  after ;  Irvine  and  Wayne  on  Tuesday 
or  Wednesday.  Colonel  Dayton,  with  three  hundred  of  his 
men,  set  off  yesterday  for  Tryon  County,  and  will  not  re- 
turn under  six  days,  I  shall  leave  orders  for  him  to  follow 
on  as  soon  as  possible  with  that  detachment  and  the  rest  of 
his  regiment,  which  I  have  ordered  to  remain  here  till  his 
return  to  assist  in  forwarding  the  provisions,  Sic, 

Every  kind  of  abuse  is  practised  here  that  men  long  versed 
in  villany  could  devise.  I  found  at  Stillwater  a  number  of 
barrels  of  pork  that  the  wagoners  had  tapped  and  drawn  off 
the  pickle  to  lighten  their  teams.  This  pork  must  inevita- 
bly be  ruined  before  it  can  reach  Canada.  As  General 
Schuyler  was  absent,  I  ordered  the  Commissary  not  to  re- 
ceive any  such  from  the  wagoners,  and  the  Commissary  at 
Half-Moon  not  to  receive  out  of  the  boats  any,  or  deliver 
out  such  to  the  wagoners,  I  ordered  the  wagoners  not  to 
receive  any  such,  as  it  would  eventually  be  thrown  on  their 
hands,  I  then  directed  the  Commissary  here  not  to  send 
any  barrels  forward  that  had  lost  the  pickle,  which  would 
be  only  taking  up  batteaus  and  wagons  to  carry  provisions 
which,  when  brought  to  Canada,  could  not  be  eaten.  By 
this  step  I  hope  to  prevent  any  further  fraud  in  the  wagoners, 
who,  it  is  said,  learned  this  piece  of  skill  in  the  last  war,  for 
which  some  of  them  were  well  flogged,  and  I  hope  some  of 
them  may  share  the  same  fate  again. 

The  application  1  made  to  the  Committee  here  for  teams 
to  pass  on  loaded  to  Lake  George  is  of  great  advantage,  for 
it  makes  an  addition  of  near  two  hundred  barrels  a  day  more 
than  we  could  have  forwarded  by  water-carriage,  which  will 
afford  an  ample  supply  to  our  Army,  unless  the  stores  here 
should  be  exhausted,  which  will  soon  be  the  case  if  we  are 
not  supplied  from  below.  I  hope  that  matter  will  be  thought 
of  and  remedied  in  season. 

Dear  General,  I  am,  (in  extreme  haste,)  with  much  re- 
spect, your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Sullivan. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


Brothers  :  1  hope  you  are  all  well,  and  that  we  are 
met  together  to  smoke  our  pipes  like  friends. 

Brothers  :  We  would  go  to  Philadelphia,  to  the  Con- 
gress ;  we  have  no  shoes  to  walk  upon ;  we  hope  the  Ge- 
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neral  will  find  a  >:1oop  to  cany  us  over  tlie  water  to  Amboy, 
nd  in  wagons  to  Philadelphia,  and  find  us  a  drain  in  the 
morning  an"d  in  tlie  evening,  and  provisions;  we  would  be 
very  glad  if  the  General  would  do  so  much  for  us. 

Brothers:  We  were  at  the  great  meeting  at  Albany 
with  General  Schuyler,  who  told  us  we  might  go  to  Boston, 
New-  York,  or  Philiuhlphia,  and  see  the  country.  We  have 
heard  that  the  British  tixxjps  are  drove  from  Boston ;  this 
we  know  by  two  of  the  Mohawks,  who  w ere  at  Boston ; 
and  now  we  choose  to  go  to  Philadelphia ;  if  the  General 
will  find  us  a  sloop,  we  will  go  on  Monday. 

BROTirr.Rs:  Don't  let  us  suffer  as  we  did  on  the  way 
from  Albany,  where  we  could  not  get  any  liquors,  and  had 
nothing  but  salt  meat ;  we  are  quite  tired  of  salt  moat.  If 
we  could  have  fresh  meat  on  the  way  to  Philadelphia,  we 
should  be  very  glad ;  we  like  a  little  liquor  in  the  morning 
and  io  the  evening. 

Brothers  :  One  thing  we  would  beg  of  you  :  the  young 
warriors  like  to  be  dressed,  we  should  be  very  glad  if  you 
would  let  us  have  a  little  paint.  Brothers,  this  is  all  we 
have  to  say  at  this  time. 

Brothers:  General  Schuyler  gave  us  leave  to  see  the 
country  ;  if  the  General  will  let  us  see  the  works  this  after- 
noon, we  should  be  very  glad. 

ToocHsquAWTEE.  Onondaga. 

Sawcoocahnree,  Onondaga. 

Cawroheeawcee,  Tuscarora. 

Daniel  Cawnahhawgeneeyatee,  Oneida. 

Jacob  Reeds,  Oneida. 

Sahnowanee,  Mohawk. 

Phillip  Unity,  Anenarisongh. 


COLONEL  WINDS  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Stillwater,  May  18,  1776. 

Honourable  Sir:  Am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  re- 
fiment  I  have  the  honotir  to  command  is  entirely  destitute 
of  medicines,  and  now  on  its  march  to  a  place  where  it  will 
perhaps  be  very  difficult  to  get  a  supply.  Doctor  Burnett, 
the  Surgeon  for  the  regiment,  procured  a  quantity  for  its 
use  at  his  own  expense,  for  which  I  am  apprehensive  he 
charged  rather  high,  and  therefore  humbly  request  that  a 
supply  may  be  sent  us  as  soon  as  passible. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  reluctance  that  I  must  inform  you 
that  Doctor  Burnett  is  by  no  means  attentive  to  his  duty  as 
Surgeon  of  the  regiment:  at  a  favourable  computation,  I 
can  safely  say  he  has  not  been,  for  near  two  months  past, 
more  than  one-half  of  the  time  with  us,  and  as  he  has  no 
person  to  assist  him  as  mate,  it  makes  our  situation  on  this 
account  very  distressing.  The  lives  and  health  of  the  per- 
sons under  my  care,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  cause  in 
which  I  am  engaged,  constrain  me  to  petition  that  the 
honourable  Congress  will  appoint  some  other  person  to 
serve  in  that  department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  honourable  sir,  your  obedient, 

William  Winds,  ColoneL 
To  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


of  anything  wherein  the  publick  good  and  safety  are  con- 
cerned, and  of  your  farther  proceedings  from  time  to  time. 
I  am,  sir, 


To  Captain  Selh  Harding. 


Jonathan  Trumbull. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL   TO    CAPTAIN    HARDING. 

Hartford,  May  18,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  favours  of  the  15th  and  16th 
instant,  communicating  alarming  intelligence  of  a  most  un- 
natural and  traitorous  combination  among  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Colony.  Possessed  of  and  enjoying  the  most  valuable 
and  important  privileges,  to  betray  them  all  into  the  hands 
of  our  cruel  oppressors,  is  shocking  and  astonishing  con- 
duct, and  evinces  the  deep  degeneracy  and  wickedness  of 
which  mankind  is  capable.  Have  laid  your  communication 
before  my  Council.  They  are  equally  shocked  at  this  horrid 
baseness,  and  will  with  me  be  ready  to  come  into  any  proper 
measures  to  defeat  and  suppress  tiiis  wicked  conspiracy,  to 
the  utmost  of  our  power;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  approve 
and  applaud  your  zeal  and  activity  to  discover  and  appre- 
hend any  persons  concerned  in  this  blackest  treason ;  and 
do  advise  and  direct  that  you  continue  your  care  and  exer- 
tions to  find  out  and  take  up  any  persons  carrying  on,  or 
aiding  these  wicked  and  malicious  designs ;  and  for  these 
purposes,  that  you  continue  cruising  in  the  Sound  for  the 
present,  and  to  give  me  every  information  you  can  obtain 


VALENTINE  RATHBUN  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Richmond,  Berkshire  County,  May  17,  1776. 
Will  it  please  your  Excellency  to  consider  that  it  is  of 
the  last,  utmost  importance  to  the  cause,  that  the  Militia  be 
furnished  with  ammunition  without  loss  of  time. 

Signed  by  order  of  eleven  Committees  in  conjunction,  by 
Valentine  Ratiibon,  Chairman. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  Esquire. 


Information  taken  on  oath,  the  I8th  of  May,  1776,  against 
McDonald,  who  was  sent  by  the  Congress  of  New- 
York  to  view  the  Lead  Mines  in  New-Canaan. 

George  Hinsdale  told  this  informer  that  said  McDonald 
was  a  friend  to  Government,  and  did,  when  at  New- Canaan, 
profess  to  be  a  friend  to  Government,  and  that  the  Tories 
there  had  frequent  intercourse  with  him  in  said  matters  ;  that 
George  Hinsdale  told  this  informer  that  Brown,  who  in- 
listed  Captain  Harmon  Vosburg's  Clerk,  was  a  Lieutenant 
in  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  of  the  King's  Troops,  and  was 
sent  out  as  a  spy,  and  said  there  were  thirty-five  more  offi- 
cers sent  into  the  County  for  the  same  purpose ;  and  that 
said  Hinsdale  told  the  informer  that  said  Brown  had  inlisted 
his  complement  of  men  in  the  country,  that  he  had  engaged 
four  hundred  men  in  Newton,  in  Connecticut,  one  hundred 
in  New-Milford,  and  a  number  in  Canaan,  in  Connecticut. 
That  Silas  Howard,  Ensign  to  said  Vosburg,  said  that  it 
would  be  the  making  of  every  one  that  would  inlist,  although 
their  wages  was  forty  shillings  per  month.  Said  Hinsdale 
told  the  informer  that  said  Howard  said  that  the  four  batta- 
lions raised  in  New-  York  were  to  act  with  the  King's  troops. 
Said  Hinsdale  also  said  (hat  said  Howard  said  he  told  Da- 
vid Van  Schaack,  of  Kinderhook,  that  they  were  suspected 
by  the  Whigs  ;  said  David  replied  that  the  plan  is  so  deeply 
laid  in  Congress  and  Committees,  that  they  could  not  over- 
throw it  if  they  should.  Said  Howard  told  this  informer 
that  if  the  company  comes  to  action,  they  were  to  follow 
said  Brown,  and  let  the  Captain  go.  Said  Hinsdale  told 
this  informer  that  said  Howard  and  one  Osborn  told  this 
informer,  that  said  Broum  told  them,  they  must  not  think  it 
strange  if  he  were  to  be  missing,  for  he  must  sometimes  be 
gone,  and  they  must  pursue  the  plan  he  had  led  them  into ; 
and  said  Hinsdale  told  this  informer  that  said  Brown  said 
General  Schuyler  was  a  true  man  for  the  King,  but  Wash- 
ington was  a  Rebel.  Said  Hinsdale  told  this  informer  that 
the  friends  to  Government  told  him  that  said  Brown  had 
stolen  a  horse  to  go  to  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  in  order  that 
Esquire  Savage  might  see  Major  Skene ;  that  said  Brown 
was  pursued  by  Esquire  Savage  for  that  purpose,  and  taken 
and  brought  back  to  Albany,  and  there  confined  for  a  time, 
all  which  was  a  cover  for  said  Brown ;  and  said  Brown  is 
supposed  to  be  at  Johnstoum.  The  informer  says  that  the 
said  Hoivard  and  Hinsdale  told  him,  that  the  company 
under  said  Vosburg  w eve  to  be  supplied  by  General  Schuy- 
ler with  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  service.  By  another 
informer,  that  said  Hinsdale  told  him  that  said  Brown  did 
send  to  a  deserter  that  deserted  out  of  one  of  the  King's 
ships,  and  lived  in  New-Canaan,  and  gave  a  writing  under 
his  band  as  an  ofiicer  of  his  Majesty  in  the  Thirteenth  Re- 
giment, that  he  should  have  the  King's  pardon  if  he  would 
inlist,  on  which  said  deserter  did  inlist.  Said  Howard  told 
this  informer  on  his  querying  whether  said  Brown  was  not 
a  traitor,  that  he  was  not,  for  he  landed  at  Philadelphia, 
and  was  there  taken  and  carried  before  a  Committee,  and 
they  could  find  nothing  against  him ;  that  when  he  was  in 
Albany,  that  Brown  did  meet  some  one  person  in  the  street, 
from  Philadelphia,  whom  Brown  knew,  and  was  afraid  he 
should  be  discovered,  and  did  immediately  get  among  his 
friends,  and  give  them  all  his  papers,  so  that  if  he  should 
be  taken  he  might  not  be  known.  This  informer  said  that 
there  are  about  forty -seven  Tories  in  New-  Canaan,  and  about 
eighty  in  New-Britain,  and  that  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
Militia  are  of  the  number.     This   informer  said  that  the 
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Tories  are  so  hardened  in  principle,  that  they  cannot  swear 
false,  therefore  will  not  stick  to  take  any  oath  enjoined  them 
by  any  Committee.  Captain  Barret  Diar,  of  King's  Dis- 
trict, told  this  informer,  that  he  dreamed,  at  a  time  not  long 
firet  there  would  be  a  great  convulsion  in  affairs ;  and  in  the 
compass  of  an  hour  after  it  begun  things  would  turn  right 
about,  and  all  the  forts  would  be  in  possession  of  the  Tories, 
and  the  Whigs  disarmed  and  secured,  and  also  a  number 
of  sloops  got  up  the  river  to  Albany,  to  cut  off  communi- 
cation from  shore  to  shore ;  and  that  the  same  would  be  in 
Connecticut  river.  This  informer  saitli,  that  Israel  Osborn, 
inn.,  of  Captain  Vosburg's  company,  did,  a  few  days  since, 
ask  him  what  he  thought  of  these  things ;  to  which  he  replied, 
he  did  not  know.  Said  Osbom  said  there  would  be  a  damned 
struggle  which  should  have  the  arms,  the  Whigs  or  Tories, 
before  they  left  Albany.  That  George  Hinsdale  told  this 
informer  that  Lemuel  Buck,  of  New-Jflilford,  said  he  had 
seen  some  one  of  the  members  of  the  Congress  of  New- 
Vork,  who  told  said  Buck  they  were  the  greater  part  friends 
to  Government,  and  did  freely  confer  with  the  Captain  of 
the  man-of-war,  and  communicated  things  to  him.  That 
George  Hinsdale  told  him  one  Rowley  said  that  General 
Schuyler  had  a  commission  from  the  King,  and  has  had  it 
some  months.  This  informer  said  that  Esquire  Savage, 
of  King's  District,  told  him  he  had  been  a  journey  to  Con- 
necticut to  Major  Skene ;  and  was  in  Woodbury,  and  found 
there  was  a  vast  number  of  Tories  there,  and  through  the 
country.  Saith  he  saw  Esquire  Van  Schaack,  of  Kinder- 
hook,  a  few  days  ago,  who  said,  he  had  done  troubling 
himself  about  the  matter,  the  damned  Tories  would  all  be 
hanged  soon.  This  is  the  way  of  speech  made  use  of  by 
friends  to  Government.  This  informer  saith,  that  the  said 
Brown  did  say  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have  the 
names  of  the  friends  to  Government  taken,  and  that  said 
Brown  did  take  the  names  of  such  in  these  parts. 

The  above  deposition  was  taken  before  eleven  Commit- 
tees, sitting  in  Richmond,  in  the  County  of  Berkshire,  per 
VALE^mNE  Rathbun,  Chairman. 

The  reason  the  deponent's  name  is  secreted,  is,  because 
he  supposed  he  was  in  danger. 

Berkshire,  May  19,  1776. 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LONDON  TO  A  GENTLEMAN 
IN  PHILADELPHIA,  DATED  MAY  19,  1776. 

Should  Am,erica  this  spring  declare  independence,  it  is 
most  certain  that  France  and  many  other  Powers  of  Europe 
will  give  her  immediate  assistance,  if  applied  to;  which  no 
Power  will  attempt  to  do  while  the  Americans  style  them- 
selves subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  The  Minis- 
try are  fully  sensible  of  this ;  therefore,  by  cajoling  and 
making  friends  in  some  of  the  Southern  Colonies,  they  hope 
to  create  divisions,  and  prevent  such  a  decisive  step  being 
taken  this  year ;  and,  by  the  operations  of  the  present  cam- 
paign, they  expect  to  be  so  successful  as  to  make  it  too 
hazardous  for  foreign  Powers  to  interfere.  The  commission 
which  Lord  Howe  carries  over  is,  in  fact,  nothing  more  than 
to  receive  the  submission  of  the  Colonies,  but  he  is  instructed 
to  talk  much  of  a  reconciliation  on  honourable  terms.  This, 
it  is  thought,  with  the  aid  of  secret  influence,  (for  which  he 
has  unlimited  power,)  especially  with  those  Colonies  that 
at  present  seem  most  averse  to  independence,  will  create 
divisions  in  Congress,  and  among  the  people  at  large,  so  as 
to  prevent  a  further  success  of  their  operations  this  year. 
Indeed,  the  Ministry  are  more  alarmed  at  the  apprehension 
of  America  declaring  herself  independent  than  anything  else, 
because  they  have  been  given  to  understand,  by  most  of  the 
Powers  of  Europe,  particularly  by  France  and  Prussia,  that 
in  such  a  case  they  shall  think  themselves  entirely  at  liberty 
to  act  as  best  suits  themselves.  But  the  truth  is,  the  King 
is  so  determined  on  the  unconditional  subjugation  of  Ame- 
rica, (the  present  Court  phrase,)  that  it  is  certain  he  will 
risk  the  utter  ruin  of  the  whole  Empire,  rather  than  not 
succeed  in  what  he  has  set  his  heart  so  much  upon. 


ALLAN  Mcdonald  to  the  Pennsylvania  committee  of 

SAFETY. 
[Communicated  to  Congress  by  John  Nixon.     Read  May  21,  1776.] 
Reading,  Pennsylvania,  May  19,  1776. 

Sir  :  When  lately  at  Philadelphia,  I  represented  to  the 


honourable  Conjjress  the  disagreeable  situation  we  were  in 
since  our  arrival  or  confinement  in  this  place,  and  which, 
without  any  additional  charges  to  them,  might  be  made  more 
comfortable  and  satisfactory  to  us.  Agreeable  to  our  parole 
to  General  Schuyler,  we  waited  on  the  Committee  of  the 
place  next  morning  after  our  coming  to  it,  and  then  signed 
a  fresh  parole,  as  the  gentlemen  had  received  no  instructions 
relative  to  us.  They  returned  us  to  the  tavern  till  the  furtlier 
pleasure  of  Congress  should  be  known,  and  for  which  we 
waited  with  great  anxiety,  when,  at  last,  Mr.  Hollar  informed 
us  that  he  was  ordered  to  provide  lodgings  for  us,  and  that, 
in  consequence,  he  had  ordered  beds,  chairs,  tables,  &;c.,  to 
be  got  ready.  We  were  much  surprised  when  he  told  us  last 
day  that  his  instructions  were  confined  to  the  articles  men- 
tioned, with  the  addition  of  pots  only;  when  surely  many 
more  are  necessary  to  furnish  houses ;  and  yet  we  asked 
nothing  but  what  we  could  not  absolutely  dispense  with,  as 
we  appeal  to  himself,  the  bearer  hereof.  It  is  true,  he  told  us 
he  would  lay  the  matter  before  you,  and  act  agreeable  to  your 
further  directions,  and  which  we  hope  you  will  be  pleased 
to  give  him  on  receipt,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  lodgings, 
but  our  subsistence.  It  has  been  surmised  that,  without  au- 
thority, we  were  to  be  allowed  two  dollars  a  week  only,  as 
given  the  gentlemen  of  the  regulars.  Surely  there  is  a  very 
material  distinction  to  be  made.  Those  have  their  agents 
to  draw  upon,  and  are  allowed  to  sell  their  drafts,  and  with- 
out which,  it  is  not  presumable  the  two  dollars  could  sup- 
port them  in  rank  and  character ;  and  yet  this  is  the  very 
case  with  us.  We  have  nothing  to  expect  or  depend  upon 
but  the  allowance  of  Congress  ;  and  if  I  may  beg  a  little  of 
your  attention  to  the  capitulation,  you  will,  I  hope,  with  us  be 
of  opinion  that  this  is  secured  to  us  ;  and  the  sense  we  had  of 
our  own  inability  was  the  very  reason  why  we  insisted  in 
it  so  much  with  General  Schuyler.  Were  it  otherwise,  your 
own  sentiments  and  feelings,  as  gentlemen,  would  induce  you 
to  it.  It  is  not  only  this,  but  support  for  our  families  that  we 
were  made  to  expect.  As  the  General  had  no  discretionary 
power,  he  would  only  promise  his  good  offices  with  Con- 
gress as  to  this  request,  still  signifying  a  confidence  of  its 
being  complied  with  upon  a  fair  representation  ;  but  as  it  is 
optional  to  you  to  grant  or  refuse  this  part,  it  is  submitted  to 
your  good  humanity,  as  is  your  giving  despatch  to  the  re- 
quest of  this  letter,  and  determining  whether  we  are  to  be 
removed  to  the  lodgings  taken  for  us,  or  continue  in  the 
tavern,  as  at  present,  which,  without  bringing  you  advan- 
tage, distresses  much  me  and  others.  And  I  am,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Allan  McDonald. 

To  John  ^ixon.  President  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  21,  1776.] 

New- York,  May  19,  1776. 

Sir  :  This  will  be  handed  you  by  General  Gates,  who 
sets  out  to-day  for  Congress  agreeable  to  my  letter  of  yes- 
terday. I  have  committed  to  him  the  heads  of  sundry 
matters  to  lay  before  Congress  for  their  consideration,  which, 
from  the  interesting  intelligence  contained  in  my  last,  ap- 
pear to  me  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  to  demand  their 
most  early  and  serious  attention.  Sensible  that  I  have  omit- 
ted to  set  down  many  things  necessary,  and  which  probably 
when  deliberating  they  will  wish  to  be  acquainted  with,  and 
not  conceiving  myself  at  liberty  to  depart  my  post,  though 
to  attend  them,  without  their  previous  approbation,  I  have 
requested  General  Gates  to  subjoin  such  hints  of  his  own  as 
he  may  apprehend  material,  liis  military  experience  and 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  situation  of  our  affairs  will 
enable  him  to  give  Congress  the  fullest  satisfaction  about  the 
measures  necessary  to  be  adopted  at  this  alarming  crisis,  and, 
with  his  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  cause  o{  America,  have 
a  claim  to  their  notice  and  favours.  When  Congress  shall 
have  come  to  a  determination  on  the  subject  of  this  letter, 
and  such  parts  of  my  former  letters  as  have  not  been  de- 
termined on,  you  will  be  pleased  to  honour  me  with  the 
result. 

I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  the  greatest  regard  and  es- 
teem, your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  President  of  Congress. 
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GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  May  19,  1776. 

Sir:  Having  reason  to  believe,  from  intelligence  lately 
received,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  arrival  of 
a  considerable  armament  may  be  expected,  I  must  again 
repeat  my  applications  on  the  subject  of  arms,  and  entreat 
your  honourable  body  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  that  a 
supply  may  be  obtained  for  the  regiments  of  this  Colony, 
which,  in  general,  are  extremely  deficient,  some  of  them  al- 
most destitute.  I  trust  your  own  feelings  will  readily  suggest  I 
have  sufficient  cause  of  anxiety  and  concern  upon  this  occa- 
sion, and  will  furnish  an  apology  for  my  so  often  troubling 
you.  I  have  tried,  I  have  pursued  every  measure  my  judg- 
ment led  to,  without  being  able  to  procure  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity ;  nor  have  I  any  power  to  apply  to  but  you,  from  which 
I  can  promise  myself  the  least  prospect  of  success.  I  would 
also  take  the  liberty  of  praying  your  endeavours  to  procure 
a  quantity  of  intrenching  tools,  viz :  spades  and  shovels,  as 
our  operations  go  on  much  slower  than  they  would  if  we  had 
more  of  them,  which,  at  a  crisis  like  this,  is  exceedingly 
alarming,  when  the  utmost  labour  and  industry  will  not  more 
than  complete  the  necessary  works  of  defence  by  the  time 
the  enemy  may  attempt  an  invasion.  The  Quartermaster 
assures  me  that  he  has  taken  every  possible  method  in  his 
power  to  get  them,  but  without  success  ;  which  is  the  reason 
of  my  requesting  an  exertion  of  your  interest. 

I  am,  &.C.,  George  Washington. 

To  the  President  of  the  New-York  Convention. 


ROBERT    H.    HARRISON    TO    GENERAL    WARD. 

New-York,  May  19, 1776. 

Sir:  His  Excellency  received  your  favour  of  the  12th 
instant,  with  the  accounts  from  England,  containing  intelli- 
gence of  an  important  nature,  which  were  immediately  for- 
warded to  Congress. 

His  Excellency  desires  that  you  will  remain  at  Boston, 
and  use  your  best  endeavours  to  carry  on  the  works  for  the 
defence  of  the  town  and  harbour  with  all  possible  despatch, 
until  you  are  relieved  ;  which,  he  imagines,  will  not  be  long 
first,  as  he  has  had  advice  that  Congress  have  made  a  late 
appointment  of  some  General  officers,  and  design  that  two 
shall  repair  to  Boston.  He  also  desires  that  you  will  give 
orders  to  the  several  Colonels  to  recruit  their  regiments  to 
the  establishment  as  fast  as  possible.  For  every  good  man 
inlisted,  who  shall  pass  muster,  the  officer  who  shall  recruit 
will  be  allowed  one  dollar  and  a  third.  This,  he  hopes, 
will  excite  a  spirit  of  industry  in  the  officers,  and  which  he 
wishes  you  to  inform  them  of. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

To  Major-General  Ward,  Boston. 


ROBERT   H.    HARRISON   TO    COLONEL    LIVINGSTON. 

New- York,  May  19,  1776. 

Sir:  Hb  Excellency  received  your  favour  of  the  14th 
instant,  with  its  enclosures,  and  is  sorry  the  garrisons  under 
your  command  are  in  the  disagreeable  situation  you  men- 
tion. 

In  respect  to  arms,  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  give  you  any 
relief  at  this  time,  not  being  able  to  supply  the  deficiency  in 
the  regiments  here,  particularly  those  of  this  Colony,  which 
are  almost  destitute. 

As  to  an  infirmary,  he  wishes  and  desires  that  you  and 
the  Surgeon  will  contrive  some  place  for  the  sick,  that  they 
may  be  separated  from  the  well,  lest  some  injurious  conse- 
quences follow  from  their  being  together. 

He  intends  going  up  ere  long  if  nothing  occurs  to  prevent 
him,  or  will  send  a  person  to  view  the  fortifications,  and  see 
what  improvements  may  be  made  tending  to  make  them 
more  defensible. 

There  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of  boats  here  for  the 
demands  ;  some  more  are  expected,  and  when  they  come,  if 
they  can  possibly  be  spared,  your  requisition  will  be  com- 
plied with. 

The  Deputy  Commissary  has  been  spoken  to,  and  ordered 
to  supply  the  garrisons  with  rum  and  fresh  provisions  imme- 
diately. 

His  Excellency  is  at  a  loss  to  know  what  money  it  is 
the  Committee  have  not  supplied  you  with,  or  on  what  ac- 


count they  are  to  do  it.  It  will  be  necessary,  on  your  appli- 
cations to  him  for  that  article,  to  transmit  an  account  stated, 
showing  how  or  for  what  it  is  due,  to  found  a  warrant  upon. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  &ic.  R.  H.  Harrison. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Henry  B.  Livingston,  Third  New- 
York. 

P.  S.    There  are  no  tents  just  at  this  time ;  the  Quarter- 
master will  be  ordered  to  procure  them  as  soon  as  he  can. 


WILLIAM   PALFREY   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  21,  1776.] 

New-York,  May  19,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  my  weekly  account,  from  the 
12th  to  the  18th  instant  inclusive.  I  have  not  yet  received 
the  direction  of  Congress  respecting  the  payment  of  the  troops 
at  Boston.  You  will  oblige  me  by  favouring  me  with  it  as 
soon  as  possible. 

I  also  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  just  received 
from  a  particular  friend  of  mine  at  Bristol,  (not  Mr.  Cruger,) 
the  contents  of  which  appear  to  me  of  so  important  a  na- 
ture that  I  think  it  my  duty  to  transmit  the  same  to  you  to 
be  laid  before  the  honourable  Congress.  The  gentleman 
who  wrote  it  is  a  man  of  character  and  note  in  Bristol,  parti- 
cularly connected  with  Alderman  Bull,  and  a  warm  friend  to 
America. 

I  am,  with  the  utmost  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient 


humble  servant. 


William  Palfrey. 


To  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress. 

Bristol,  February  16,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  It  gave  me  pleasure  to  hear  of  your  safe  ar- 
rival in  America.  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  your  friend,* 
agreeable  to  your  request,  gave  me  early  information.  I 
fully  expected  to  have  received  a  line  from  you  direct ;  but 
the  situation  of  affairs  may  probably  have  prevented ;  or  if 
you  have  written,  it  may  have  been  intercepted  and  de- 
tained, as  I  have  reason  to  believe  several  of  my  letters  have 
met  with  the  like  fate.  I  could  not  suffer  this  opportunity 
to  escape  me,  as  it  is  most  likely  the  communication  will  be 
soon  entirely  at  an  end.  By  accident  I  saw  one  of  your 
papers,  in  which  your  appointment  was  announced ;  and 
have  since  made  several  inquiries  respecting  you,  but  with- 
out effect. 

The  bearer  of  this  will,  I  hope,  deliver  it  into  your  own  . 
hands,  and  furnish  you  with  a  full  account  of  his  reception 
here.  Happily  for  him,  it  was  very  different  from  his  ex- 
pectations. Colonel  Allen,  and  the  prisoners  with  him,  who 
were  brought  over  with  Brook  Watson,  remained  some  time 
at  Pendennis  Castle,  in  Cornwall.  Administration  were 
embarrassed.  They  have  at  length  ordered  them  back  in 
the  Solitary  man-of-war.  She  has  arrived,  froin  whence 
she  goes  direct  to  Boston.  The  people  of  Dublin  collected 
upwards  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  their  relief,  and  it  was 
sent  to  Cork  for  them.  Our  friends  in  London  attended 
to  their  case  while  here,  and  would  have  exerted  every  nerve 
to  effect  their  release  had  they  not  been  so  unexpectedly 
removed.  The  people  are  in  sentiment  nearly  as  when  you 
left  England.  Party  divisions  have  been  carried  to  a  much 
greater  height,  through  the  conduct  of  Government  in  ob- 
taining a  set  of  fulsome  addresses  approving  of  the  American 
war.  The  effect  these  were  expected  to  have  on  the 
publick  at  large  was  entirely  counteracted  by  the  vigorous 
exertions  of  many  of  our  friends,  who  obtained  in  England 
an  equal  number  of  petitions  of  a  conciliatory  nature.  This 
is  now  generally  subsiding,  as  Scotland  has  completed  her 
number. 

My  opinion  is  the  same  as  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
convening  with  you.  The  power  of  the  Crown  is  so  great, 
and  the  corruption  of  the  people  so  general,  that  nothing 
can  be  expected  on  this  side  the  water.  The  salvation  of 
American  freedom  and  the  restoration  of  our  Constitution, 
strange  as  it  may  seem,  depend  on  your  success.  Hitherto 
you  have  had  a  variety  of  circumstances  concurring  in  your 
favour,  and  I  hope  the  approaching  summer  will  open  upon 
you  every  cheering  prospect.  The  heavens  have  fought 
on  your  side.  Many  transports  have  been  disabled  and 
wrecked  at  home.     This  campaign  will  determine  the  con- 

•Mr.  Parker  from  London. 
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test,  and  it  behooves  you  to  be  prepared  for  the  different 
divisions  of  troops  that  are  ordered  against  you.  Lord  Com- 
wallis  is  at  Cork,  with  three  thousand  troops,  and  nearly 
ready  to  sail ;  lie  is  designed  for  Virginia,  to  meet  General 
Clinton.  The  intention  is,  to  march  through  that  country 
and  attack  Philadelphia.  Ministry  declare  they  shall  have 
an  army  in  America  by  June  consisting  of  thirty  thousand 
men,  but  most  of  them  will  be  Germans.  They  have  not 
yet  procured  the  sanction  of  Parliament.  The  business  is, 
however,  considered  as  done,  and  the  uniform  compliance 
of  that  abandoned  Assembly  does  not  justify  a  doubt  re- 
specting it.  Lord  George  Germainc  (formerly  Sackville)  is 
Minister  for  the  American  Department.  Lord  Howe  is  ap- 
pointed chief  commander  of  the  fleet.  Shuldham  is  to 
be  recalled.  Lord  North  as  yet  keeps  his  ground  ;  though 
it  is  strongly  suspected  that,  at  the  end  of  this  session,  he 
will  resign  the  helm  to  another  pilot,  and  the  Minden  hero 
will  probably  be  the  man.  The  conduct  of  Ix)rd  Dunmore 
is  generally  reprobated,  and  we  wish  the  Virginians  could 
lay  their  hands  on  him.  By  the  Sampson,  Captain  Coupar, 
from  iVejc-  York,  we  have  advices  as  late  as  the  10th  Janu- 
ary, though  no  confirmation  of  the  surrender  of  Qucbeck. 
That  event  must,  we  think,  long  since  have  taken  place, 
and  measures  are  concerted  by  Government  accordingly. 
Burgoyne  is  to  command  the  Tories  designed  to  retake 
Canada — ten  thousand  are  said  to  be  the  number.  These 
particulars  you  may  depend  on.  The  recruiting  parties  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  country  meet  with  but  litde  success. 
The  bulk  of  the  people  are  averse  to  war ;  and  though  such 
numbers  of  the  merchant  ships  are  laid  up,  it  is  with  great 
difficulty  seamen  can  be  procured  to  man  tlie  frigates.  At 
this  hour  a  press  is  very  generally  expected.  To  victual 
the  transports  the  more  readily,  an  embargo  is  laid  on  all 
provisions  from  Ireland  except  to  England  and  the  Planta- 
tions in  the  West-Indies.  The  Irish  are  displeased,  and  the 
Protestants  there,  to  a  man  almost,  except  the  dependants 
of  Government,  are  favourers  of  America. 

As  very  few  ships  arrive  but  to  Government,  we  are  im- 
perfectly informed  of  your  transactions.  The  Gazette  of 
London,  (become  as  infamous  as  the  Gazette  of  Brussels,) 
when  it  gives  any  intelligence  it  is  so  mutilated  that  the 
shadow  of  the  fact  only  remains.  When  any  event  of  im- 
portance happens  in  your  favour  it  would  be  very  material 
and  advantageous  if  a  circumstantial  account  was  imme- 
diately transmitted.  When  you  succeed,  the  people  are  in 
triumph  and  the  Ministerial  advocates  are  depressed  and 
silent. 

Colonel  Boyd  is  again  in  London.  I  hear  he  came  through 
your  camp,  and  that  on  your  making  a  discovery  of  him,  he 
hastily  departed.  Many  Americans  are  here ;  some  dumb, 
others  sanguine  in  the  common  cause  ;  others,  to  their  eter- 
nal disgrace,  advocates  for  the  Ministry.  I  send  you  some 
of  the  latest  newspapers,  and  also  some  Irish  ones,  with 
which  a  friend  has  just  obliged  me. 

Are  there  no  opportunities  of  your  conveying  a  line  with 
safety  ?  Through  Philadelphia  or  New-  York  I  should  ima- 
gine it  might  easily  be  accomplished.  Our  friend  Wilkes  is  a 
candidate  for  the  Chamberlainship,  in  the  gift  of  the  Livery. 
Alderman  Bull  is  in  a  poor  state  of  health  ;  a  warmer  friend 
America  cannot  boast,  though  I  fear  he  will  soon  be  re- 
moved to  a  more  peaceful  state.  The  cause  has  been  the 
object  to  which  he  has  sacrificed.  Lee,  the  elder,  is  an 
Alderman  ;  he  behaves  with  spirit.  Sayer  has  brought  his 
action  against  Lord  Rochford  for  false  imprisonment.  You 
heard,  I  doubt  not,  of  that  childish  plot.  Nothing  has  dis- 
graced the  judgment  of  Administration  so  much,  except  their 
blundering  American  conduct.  The  Somerset  man-of-war 
is  just  arrived  ;  what  news  she  brings  we  cannot  yet  learn. 
We  are  often  amused  with  the  reports  of  disunion  anion"  the 
Provincials.  These  reports  answer  the  purpose  of  a  day, 
but  nothing  further.  Men  who  have  taken  up  arms  in  so 
glorious  a  cause  will  sacrifice  to  each  other,  and  not  permit 
anything  to  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the  common  good. 
Union  cannot  too  strongly  and  frequently  be  inculcated  ;  all 
depends  upon  it. 

Having  stood  forth  in  defence  of  the  common  rights  of 
mankind  and  the  freedom  of  your  country,  may  Heaven 
protect  you  ;  and  that  your  life  may  be  prolonged  to  enjoy 
in  domestick  tranquillity  the  blessings  which  result  from  an 
establishment  of  peace,  is  the  wish  of,  dear  sir, 


P.  S.  Lord  Comwallis  sailed  from  Cork  with  Sir  Peter 
Parker'' s  squadron  last  Monday,  the  12th  instant.  A  ves- 
sel arrived  here  yesterday  and  brought  us  this  intelligence. 
No  confirmation  of  Qiiebeck's  surrender  yet. 

Dristol,  February  18,  1776. 


COLONEL,    LIVINGSTON    TO    JOHN    M<-KESSON. 

Fort  Constitution,  May  19,  1776.     > 

Sir  :  As  you  expected  on  my  arrival  at  this  post  that 
Colonel  iVtco/Z  would  have  given  up  the  command,  and  look 
upon  himself  as  properly  relieved  by  a  Continental  officer ; 
also  as  many  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  were  then 
of  opinion  that  it  would  be  too  great  an  expense  to  keep  us 
both  here,  I  must  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  Colonel 
Nicoll  does  not  think  my  orders  from  General  Washington, 
nor  your  letter  to  him,  a  sufficient  reason  for  leaving  the 
command  of  these  forts  in  my  hands.  I  have  made  no 
dispute  about  the  matter,  but  have  issued  all  necessary 
orders  in  his  name,  having  fii-st  (as  I  thought  it  most  pru- 
dent) obtained  his  approbation  of  them,  though  I  cannot 
by  any  means  say  I  approve  of  his  keeping  the  command, 
as  he  knows  it  to  be  disapproved  of  by  the  gentlemen  in 
Committee.  He  left  this  place  about  four  days  ago.  I 
then  wrote  to  General  Washington  that  I  had  taken  the 
command,  and  made  my  returns,  acquainting  him  whh  our 
situation  ;  but  he  has  since  returned. 

We  are  furnished  with  no  arms  yet  from  the  Committees 
of  Ulster  and  Dutchess,  but  expect  an  answer  every  moment. 
A  storehouse  for  provisions,  and  an  infirmary,  are  much  want- 
ed here.  Our  store  will  not  hold  provisions  enough  for  six 
hundred  men  one  month.  It  has  in  it  now  two  hundred 
and  fifty  barrels ;  two-thirds  of  them  are  provisions  belonging 
to  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  and  cannot  be  dealt  out  at  all,  as  they 
are  not  purchased  by  the  contractors  for  these  garrisons. 
These  two  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  take  up  the  whole  store. 
The  Commissioners  see  the  necessity  of  both  these  buildings, 
but  do  not  care  to  undertake  them  without  orders.  Our  bar- 
racks are  quite  too  confined  even  for  the  small  number  of 
men  here ;  should  a  greater  number  of  troops  be  thought 
necessary  we  should  be  much  distressed  for  want  of  i-oom. 
The  officers  are  now  obliged  to  huddle  in  with  the  men, 
sick  and  well  all  together.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  keep  up 
a  proper  decorum,  as  all  distinction  is  lost,  while  they  are, 
from  their  situation,  under  the  necessity  of  being  intimate. 

Major  Schuyler  will  do  himself  the  honour  to  present  this 
to  you.  I  wish  he  could  be  continued  with  us,  as  our  officers 
are  quite  uninformed ;  he  is  very  intelligent,  and  might  be 
of  great  service  to  me  in  the  management  of  these  posts. 

Our  men  are  getting  the  scurvy  very  fast,  owing  to  their 
not  having  been  furnished  with  fresh  provisions,  through 
the  carelessness  of  the  contractor's  commissary  at  this  place. 
Fifty-eight  arms  are  just  now  arrived  from  the  Committee  of 
Dutchess  County ;  most  of  them  are  out  of  repair  and  useless. 
We  are  now  in  such  a  situation  that  I  should  dread  the  con- 
sequences of  our  being  attacked  by  one  hundred  well-armed 
men.  From  the  situation  of  these  posts  one  would  imagine 
them  too  important  to  be  left  at  the  mercy  of  our  enemies. 
An  exact  map  would  convince  that  should  the  enemy  get 
possession  they  would  not  easily  be  driven  out  again.  We 
are  much  in  want  of  money  to  pay  our  men  and  officers. 

As  we  have  no  Quartermaster  to  our  regiment,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  recommend  to  that  office  Nehemiah  Carpenter, 
now  at  Fort  Montgomery ;  he  Is  honest.  Industrious,  and  a 
good  accountant,  and,  in  my  opinion,  qualified  for  that  post. 
I  have  put  him  on  duty  as  Quartermaster  till  the  pleasure 
of  the  Committee  be  known  ;  he  begins  to  officiate  the  13th 
Instant. 

A  Sergeant-Major  would  be  very  useful  to  the  regiment. 
They  do  not  know  that  any  provision  is  made  for  one  in  this 
establishment.  I  have  also,  as  the  barracks  were  very  filthy, 
prevailed  on  a  Sergeant  to  do  the  duty  of  Barrackmaster — 
by  no  means  a  useless  office.  If  you  should  think  as  I  do 
with  respect  to  this  matter,  you  would  oblige  me  if  you 
would  propose  a  provision  for  him. 

I  remain  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Henry  B.  Livingston. 
To  Mr.  John  McKesson,  New-  York. 

N.  B.  Money  and  rum  for  the  men  are  much  wanted 
here ;  an  allowance  of  the  latter  has  always  been  made  to 
men  on  fatigue. 
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COLONEL  DAYTON  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN.   . 

Johnstown,  May  19,  1776. 

Sir:^I  arrived  at  this  town  about  five  o'clock  tliis  day, 
and  immediately  sent  Major  Barber,  and  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Tryon  County,  with  a  letter  to  Sir  John  Johnson, 
informing  him  that  I  had  arrived  with  a  body  of  troops  to 
guard  the  Highlanders  to  Albany,  and  desired  that  he  would 
fix  a  time  for  their  assembling.  When  these  gentlemen 
came  to  Johnson  Hall  they  were  informed  by  Lady  Johnson 
that  Sir  John  Johnson  had  received  General  Schtiykr's  let- 
ter by  the  express ;  that  he  had  consulted  the  Highlanders 
upon  the  contents,  and  that  they  had  unanimously  resolved 
not  to  deliver  themselves  as  prisonei-s,  but  to  go  another 
way,  and  that  Sir  John  Johnson  had  determined  to  go  with 
them.  She  added,  that  if  they  were  pursued  they  were  de- 
termined to  make  an  opposition,  and  had  it  in  their  power, 
in  some  measure.  As  this  makes  a  total  alteration  in  our 
expedition,  1  have  thought  advisable  to  send  you  immediate 
notice  by  express,  to  receive  further  orders  in  this  matter.  1 
have  likewise  despatched  an  express  to  the  German-Flats, 
in  order  to  alarm  the  people,  and  to  know  whether  Sir  John 
Johnson  has  taken  that  route. 

The  Conmiissionei-s  who  went  to  inform  the  Indians  of 
the  march  of  our  troops  have  returned  from  the  Castle,  and 
acquaint  us  that  the  old  Sachems  are  peaceable  and  well- 
affected  ;  but  about  thirty  Indians,  who  are  attached  to  Sir 
John,  have  just  marched,  armed,  to  Johnson  Hall.  Whether 
they  are  gone  to  assist  Sir  John,  (who  may  possibly  not  be 
gone  from  his  house,)  or  whether  to  join  a  body  of  other 
people,  I  cannot  say. 

Whilst  1  am  writing  this,  another  party,  of  twenty-five 
Indians,  have  passed  another  way  into  the  town.  In  this 
situation  of  affairs  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  take  every 
precaution  to  prevent  surprise,  till  I  hear  further  from  you. 
To-morrow  morning  I  shall  send  proper  persons  into  the 
settlement,  to  see  whether  the  Highlanders  are  in  reality 
gone  off;  and  to  discover,  if  possible,  what  force  Sir  John 
can  collect.  If  you  think  proper  to  pursue  any  vigorous 
measures  in  order  to  apprehend  these  persons,  we  shall  im- 
mediately want  a  further  supply  of  provisions  and  powder, 

*^*^*  Elias  Datton. 

To  the  Hon.  John  SuUivan,  at  Albany. 


lieutenant  JOHN  PAUL  JONES  TO  JOSEPH  HEWES. 

On  Board  the  Sloop  Providence,  New- York,  ? 
May  19,  1776.      5 

Sir:  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  you  the  history  of  our 
cruise  in  the  fleet  from  the  Capes  of  Delaware  till  our  ar- 
rival at  New-London,  on  the  14th  ultimo,  enclosing  an  in- 
ventory of  all  the  stores  taken  at  New-Providence,  &c. 
The  letter  contained  a  particular  account  of  the  action  with 
the  Glasgow,  in  an  extract  from  the  Alfred's  log-book ; 
also,  some  free  thoughts  on  certain  characters  in  the  fleet, 
fee. ;  it  was  enclosed  to  Mr.  Sproat,  and,  by  ill-luck,  fell 
into  hands  not  the  most  agreeable  on  its  way  to  the  post 
office,  from  which  circumstance  I  much  fear  it  hath  miscarried ; 
for  I  have  just  now  parted  from  Captain  Lenox,  and  though 
he  is  late  from  Philadelphia,  he  hath  no  account  of  any 
letters  from  me  to  his  uncle,  Mr.  Sproat.  I  now  enclose 
you  the  minutes  of  two  court-martials  held  on  board  the 
Alfred,  the  evidences  at  large  excepted  ;  these  minutes  have 
not  yet  been  seen  in  print.  In  consequence  of  the  last  trial 
1  was  ordered  to  take  the  command  of  this  vessel,  the  10th 
current.  I  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon,  in  thirty -six 
hours  from  Rhode-Island,  with  a  return  of  upwards  of  one 
hundred  men,  besides  officers,  which  General  Washington 
lent  to  the  fleet  at  New-London.  1  left  the  Andretv  Doria 
and  Cabot  at  Rhode-Island,  ready  to  saifttogether  on  a  four- 
weeks'  cruise.  What  will  become  of  the  Alfred  and  Colum- 
bus heaven  only  knows.  The  seamen  have  been  so  sickly 
since  the  fleet  returned  to  the  continent,  that  it  will  be 
impossible  to  man  them  both  without  others  can  be  entered. 
I  have  landed  General  Washington's  soldiers,  and  shall  now 
apply  to  shipping  men,  if  any  can  be  obtained ;  but  it  ap- 
pears the  seamen,  almost  to  a  man,  had  entered  into  the 
army  before  the  fleet  was  set  on  foot ;  and  1  am  well  in- 
formed that  there  are  four  or  five  thousand  seamen  now  in 
the  land  service.  The  unfortunate  engagement  with  the 
Glasgow  seems  to  be  a  general  reflection  on  the  officers  of 


the  fleet ;  but  a  little  reflection  will  set  the  matter  in  a  true 
light ;  for  no  officer  under  a  superior,  who  doth  not  stand 
charged  by  that  superior  for  cowardice  or  misconduct,  can 
be  blamed  on  any  occasion  whatever.  For  my  own  part, 
I  wish  a  general  inquiry  might  be  made  respecting  the  abil- 
ities of  officers  in  all  stations,  and  then  the  country  would 
not  be  cheated.  I  may  be  wrong,  but,  in  my  opinion,  a 
Commander  in  the  Navy  ought  to  be  a  man  of  strong  and 
well-connected  sense,  w  itli  a  tolerable  education  ;  a  gentle- 
man as  well  as  a  seaman,  both  in  theory  and  practice ;  for 
want  of  learning,  and  rude  ungentle  manners,  are  by  no 
means  the  characteristicks  of  an  officer.  I  have  been  led  into 
this  subject  on  feeling  myself  hurt  as  an  individual  by  the 
censures  that  have  been  indiscriminately  thrown  out;  for 
although  my  station  confined  me  to  the  Alfred's  lower  gun- 
deck,  where  I  commanded  during  the  action,  and  though 
the  Commodore's  letter,  which  has  been  published,  says  "  all 
the  officers  in  the  Alfred  behaved  well,"  yet  still  the  publick 
blame  me,  among  others,  for  not  taking  the  enemy. 

I  declined  the  command  of  this  sloop  at  Philadelphia ; 
nor  would  I  now  have  accepted  it,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
rude  unhappy  temper  of  my  late  commander.  I  now  re- 
flect with  pleasure  that  1  had  philosophy  sufficient  to  avoid 
quarrelling  with  him,  and  that  I  had  even  his  blessing  at 
parting.  May  he  soon  become  of  an  even,  affable  disposi- 
tion, and  may  he  find  pleasure  in  communicating  happiness 
around  him. 

There  is  little  confidence  to  be  placed  in  reports,  other- 
wise the  Lieutenants  of  the  fleet  might  have  reason  to  be 
uneasy  when  they  are  told  that  the  several  Committees 
have  orders  to  appoint  all  the  officers  for  the  new  ships, 
except  only  the  Captains.  I  cannot  think  they  will  be  so 
far  overlooked  who  have  at  first  stepped  forth,  and  shown 
at  least  a  willingness  ;  nor  can  I  suppose  that  my  own  con- 
duct in  the  service  will,  in  the  esteem  of  the  Congress,  sub- 
ject me  to  be  superseded  in  favour  of  a  younger  officer, 
especially  one  who  is  said  not  to  understand  navigation — I 
mean  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Cabot,  who  was  put  in  com- 
mand of  the  Fly,  at  Reedy-Island,  after  I  had  declined  it. 
I  was  then  told  that  no  new  commission  would  be  given, 
and  I  considered  her  as  a  paltry  message-boat,  fit  to  be  com- 
manded by  a  midshipman.  But  on  my  appointment  to  the 
Providence,  I  was  indeed  astonished  to  find  my  seniority 
questioned ;  the  Commodore  told  me  he  must  refer  to  the 
Congress.  I  have  received  no  new  commission.  I  wish 
the  matter  in  dispute  may  first  be  cleared  up ;  I  will  cheer- 
fully abide  by  whatever  you  think  is  right ;  at  the  same  time 
I  am  ready  at  any  time  to  have  my  pretensions  inquired 
into  by  men  who  are  judges.  When  1  applied  for  a  Lieu- 
tenancy, I  hoped  in  that  rank  to  gain  much  useful  know- 
ledge from  men  of  more  experience  than  myself.  I  was, 
however,  mistaken,  for  instead  of  gaining  information,  I  was 
obliged  to  inform  others.  I  formed  an  exercise,  and  trained 
the  men  so  well  to  the  use  of  the  great  guns  in  the  Alfred, 
that  they  went  through  the  motions  of  broadsides  and  rounds 
as  exactly  as  soldiers  generally  perform  the  manual  exercise. 
When  I  have  got  what  men  are  to  be  had  here,  I  am 
ordered  back  to  Providence,  for  further  instructions.  The 
sloop  must  be  hove  down  and  considerably  repaired  and  re- 
fitted before  she  can  proceed  properly  on  any  cruise. 

I  should  esteem  myself  happy  in  being  sent  for  to  Phila- 
delphia, to  act  under  the  more  immediate  direction  of  the 
Congress,  especially  in  one  of  the  new  ships.  I  must  rely 
on  your  interest  herein.  The  largest,  and  I  think  by  far  the 
best  of  the  frigates,  was  launched  the  day  after  I  left  Provi- 
dence ;  but,  from  what  I  can  learn,  neither  of  them  will 
equal  the  Philadelphia  ships.  The  Columbus  was  heaving 
down,  and  the  Alfred  was  hauling  in  to  the  wharf  the  day 
[  sailed. 

1  send  this  by  the  Commodore's  steward,  who  hath  leave 
to  visit  his  wife  at  Philadelphia,  and  will  call  on  you  on  his 
return,  in  a  day  or  two.  1  expect  that  he  will  overtake  me 
here  if  I  succeed  in  entering  men  ;  but  if  I  should  be  gone 
he  will  follow  me  to  Rhode-Island  and  Providence.  May 
I  hope  for  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  you  by  his  hands;  it 
will  most  singularly  oblige  me,  and  greatly  add  to  the  favoui-s 
already  conferred  on,  sir,  your  much  obliged  and  very  hum- 
b'e  servant,  j^,j,^  p_  j^^^^.^^ 

N.  B.  If  you  have  not  received  my  last  I  will  send  a 
copy  if  desired. 
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GENERAL  WARD  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  May  19,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  13th  instant  is  just  come  to 
hand,  enclosing  Colonel  Vamum's  petition,  by  which  I  per- 
ceive he  makes  a  charge  against  nie,  because  I  did  not  re- 
deliver, as  he  is  pleased  to  call  it,  some  men  upon  request 
of  one  Captain  Lane. 

The  case  was  this,  if  I  remember  aright :  Lane  came  to 
me  and  said  he  had  supplied  a  man  with  money  to  inlist 
men  for  Colonel  Vamum's  Regiment,  and  that  he  had  in- 
listed  fifteen  or  sixteen  men,  and  had  received  his  orders  to 
join  said  regiment  at  Prospect-Hill ;  but  before  the  men 
arrived,  the  regiment  had  marched  for  JSew-  York,  and  the 
men  had  inlisted  into  Colonel  Phinney's  Regiment.  He  de- 
sired that  I  would  order  them  to  join  Colonel  Vamum's  Re- 
giment. I  asked  him  for  the  inlistment,  that  I  might  know 
who  the  men  were,  and  have  the  proper  proof  of  their  having 
inlisted  into  Colonel  Vamum's  Regiment.  He  re])lied,  he  had 
not  got  any ;  they  were  destroyed  ;  but  did  not  say  who  de- 
stroyed them.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  was  like  to  lose  the 
money.  He  said  somebody  (but  who  I  don't  remember) 
would  give  him  the  money  again,  but  he  would  not  take  it. 
I  then  told  him  he  had  better  take  it,  and  look  out  better 
next  time.  I  think  there  would  have  been  no  propriety  in 
my  ordering  that  or  any  other  number  to  join  Colonel  Var- 
num's  Regiment,  without  first  having  proper  evidence  of  their 
first  inlisting  into  the  same. 

It  is  somewhat  surprising  the  gentleman  should  take  it 
upon  him  to  make  a  charge  against  me  for  not  doing  that 
which,  by  his  own  charge,  it  appears  I  had  no  right  to  do, 
by  law  or  reason.  As  to  Lieutenant  MerreTs  conduct  in 
the  matter,  I  shall  make  inquiry  into  it  as  soon  as  may  be. 
If  I  find  him  faulty,  as  alleged  in  the  petition,  I  shall  give 
infonnation  thereof  to  your  Excellency. 
J  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant. 


Artemas  Ward. 


To  General  Washington. 


EXTRACT     OF     A    LETTER    DATED     HALIFAX,    NOVA-SCOTIA, 
MAY    19,     1776. 

On  Thursday  last  arrived  here  the  Greyhound  man-of- 
war,  Captain  Dickson,  in  six  weeks  from  Cork,  with  nine 
victuallers  under  convoy;  and  the  same  day  sailed  the  Rose, 
Caj)tain  Wallace. 

On  Friday  arrived  the  Savage  sloop-of-war.  Captain 
Bromedge,  from  New-York,  with  despatches  for  Admiral 
Shuldham  and  General  Howe. 

Sunday  last  arrived  the  Argo  transport,  with  Colonel 
Enoch  Markham  and  three  companies  of  the  Forty-Sixth 
Regiment. 

Captain  Nordherg,  of  the  Sixtieth  Regiment,  who  com- 
manded at  Fort  George,  is  arrived  there,  having  escaped 
from  the  Provincials. 

A  ship  freighted  with  sundry  articles,  being  a  donation 
from  London  for  the  Army,  is  safely  arrived  here. 

A  regiment  is  raising  here,  to  be  called  the  Loyal  Nova- 
Scotia  Volunteers  ;  and  General  Howe  has  issued  a  procla- 
mation, offering  a  free  pardon  to  all  deserters  who  will  surren- 
der before  the  24th  oiJune,  and  enter  into  the  said  corps. 

A  special  Court  of  Sessions  was  held  here  the  10th  in- 
stant, to  settle  the  price  of  provisions,  as  on  account  of  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  every  advantage  had  been  taken  of  the 
fullness  of  the  town,  and  the  great  demand  for  every  article 
thereof  The  order  of  Sessions  runs  thus :  That  all  butchers 
and  others  selling  dead  meat  shall  expose  the  same  publick- 
ly  for  sale,  and  shall  not  ask  or  demand  for  the  best  prime 
pieces  of  beef,  pork,  mutton,  lamb,  and  veal,  more  than  a 
shilling  currency  the  pound,  avoirdupois,  and  the  coarser 
parts  in  proportion ;  fowls,  dead  or  alive,  not  exceeding 
two  shillings  each,  and  chickens  in  proportion  ;  hares  or 
rabbits,  one  shilling  six  pence  each  ;  tame  ducks,  two  shil- 
lings each  ;  wild  ducks,  one  shilling  six  pence  each ;  par- 
tridges one  shilling  three  pence  each.  The  above  prices 
are  in  currency  only. 

We  have  now  two  ships  of  one  hundred  and  forty  tons 
each,  with  their  cargoes,  consisting  oi  Russia  bar-iron,  ditto 
hemp,  ditto  sail-cloth,  and  ditto  linen,  on  sale,  which  were 
taken  from  the  Americans,  and  were  condemned  in  our  Ad- 
miralty Court.  Everything  is  very  quiet  here  ;  they  are 
throwing  up  new  works,  and  making  the  place  more  tenable 
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than.it  was;  and  an  expedition  is  concerting,  but  I  believe 
they  wait  the  succours  from  England  before  they  mean  to 
put  it  in  execution. 

Provisions,  as  you  see  by  the  above,  are  veiy  dear ;  twen- 
ty years  ago  we  bought  here  all  the  same  articles  for  one- 
fourth  of  the  present  prices  ;  even  the  common  sort  of  soap 
is  sold  at  one  shilling  a  pound. 

SOUTH-CAROLINA CHERAWS    DISTRICT. 

At  a  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  Assize  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  begun  to  be 
holden  in  and  for  the  said  District,  at  Long-Bluff,  in  the 
Colony  aforesaid,  on  Monday,  the  20th  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  :  The  Presentments  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  and  for  the 
said  District : 

I.  When  a  people,  born  and  bred  in  a  land  of  freedom 
and  virtue,  uncorrupted  by  those  refinements  which  effemi- 
nate and  debase  the  mind,  manly  and  generous  in  their  sen- 
timents, bold  and  hardy  in  their  nature,  and  actuated  by 
every  principle  of  liberality,  from  too  sad  experience  are 
convinced  of  the  wicked  schemes  of  their  treacherous  rulers 
to  fetter  them  with  the  chains  of  servitude,  and  rob  them  of 
every  noble  and  desirable  privilege  which  distinguishes  them 
as  freemen, — justice,  humanity,  and  the  immutable  laws  of 
God,  justify  and  support  them  in  revoking  those  sacred  trusts 
which  are  so  impiously  violated,  and  placing  them  in  such 
hands  as  are  most  likely  to  execute  them  in  the  manner 
and  for  the  important  ends  for  which  they  were  first  given. 

II.  The  good  people  of  this  Colony,  with  the  rest  of  her 
sister  Colonies,  confiding  in  the  justice  and  merited  protec- 
tion of  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  ever 
signalized  themselves  by  every  mark  of  duty  and  affection 
towards  them,  and  esteemed  such  a  bond  of  union  and  har- 
mony as  the  greatest  happiness.  But  when  that  protection 
was  wantonly  withdrawn,  and  every  mark  of  cruelty  and 
oppression  substituted  ;  when  tyranny,  violence,  and  injus- 
tice, took  the  place  of  equity,  mildness,  and  affection;  and 
bloodshed,  murder,  robbery,  conflagration,  and  the  most 
deadly  persecution,  stamped  the  malignity  of  her  intentions  ; 
self-preservation,  and  a  regard  to  our  own  welfare  and  secu- 
rity, became  a  consideration  both  important  and  necessary. 
The  Parliament  and  Ministry  of  Great  Britain,  by  their 
wanton  and  undeserved  persecutions,  have  reduced  this  Co- 
lony to  a  state  of  separation  from  her,  unsought  for  and 
undesired  by  them :  a  separation  which  now  proves  its  own 
utility,  as  the  only  lasting  means  of  future  happiness  and 
safety.  What  every  one  once  dreaded  as  the  greatest 
misery,  they  now  unexpectedly  find  their  greatest  advantage. 
Amidst  all  her  sufferings,  and  manifold  injuries  which  have 
been  done  her,  this  Colony  was  ever  ready,  with  her  sister 
Colonies,  to  ask  for  that  reconciliation  which  showed  every 
mark  of  forgiveness  and  promise  of  future  harmony.  But 
how  were  they  treated  ?  Each  token  of  submission  was 
aggravated  into  usurpation  ;  humble  petitions  styled  insults ; 
and  every  dutiful  desire  of  accommodation  treated  with  the 
most  implacable  contempt.  Cast  off,  persecuted,  defamed, 
given  up  as  a  prey  to  every  violence  and  injury,  a  righteous 
and  much  injured  people  have  at  length  appealed  to  God ! 
and,  trusting  to  his  divine  justice  and  their  own  virtuous  per- 
severance, taken  the  only  and  last  means  of  securing  their 
own  honour,  safety,  and  happiness. 

III.  We  now  feel  every  joyful  and  comfortable  hope  that 
a  people  could  desire  in  the  present  Constitution  and  form 
of  Government  established  in  this  Colony;  a  Constitution 
founded  on  the  strictest  principles  of  justice  and  humanity, 
where  the  rights  and  happiness  of  the  whole,  the  poor  and 
the  rich,  are  equally  secured ;  and  to  secure  and  defend 
which,  it  is  the  particular  interest  of  every  individual  who 
regards  his  own  safety  and  advantage. 

IV.  When  we  consider  the  publick  ofEcers  of  our  present 
form  of  Government  now  appointed,  as  well  as  the  method 
and  duration  of  their  appointment,  we  cannot  but  declare 
our  entire  satisfaction  and  comfort ;  as  well  in  the  characters 
of  such  men,  who  are  justly  esteemed  for  every  virtue,  as  their 
well-known  abilities  to  execute  the  important  trusts  which 
they  now  hold. 

V.  Under  these  convictions,  and  filled  with  these  hopes, 
we  cannot  but  most  earnestly  recommend  it  to  every  man, 
as  essential  to  his  own  liberty  and  happiness,  as  well  as  that 
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of  his  posterity,  to  secure  and  defend  with  his  life  and  for- 
tune a  form  of  Government  so  just,  so  equitable,  and  promis- 
ing ;  to  inculcate  its  principles  to  their  children,  and  hand 
it  "down  to  them  unviolated,  that  the  latest  posterity  may 
enjoy  the  virtuous  fruits  of  that  work,  which  the  integrity 
and  fortitude  of  the  present  age  had,  at  the  expense  of  their 
blood  and  treasure,  at  length  happily  effected. 

VI.  We  cannot  but  declare  how  great  the  pleasure,  the 
liarmony,  and  political  union  which  now  exists  in  this  Dis- 
trict, affords;  and  having  no  grievances  to  complain  of, 
only  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  a  new  Jury  list  be  made 
for  this  District,  the  present  being  insufficient. 

And  lastly,  we  beg  leave  to  return  our  most  sincere 
thanks  to  Mr.  Justice  Matthews,  for  his  spirited  and  patrio- 
tick  charge ;  at  the  same  time  requesting  that  these  our 
presentments  be  printed  in  the  publick  papers. 
Philip  Pledger,  Foreman. 
Abel  Edwards,  Benjamin  James, 

John  Heustes,  Magnus  Corgell, 

Charles  Maccall,      Thomas  Bingham, 
John  Wild,  Peter  Kolb, 

Thomas  Lide,  Benjamin  Rogers, 

Martin  Dewitt,  Thomas  Ellebree, 

John  Mikell,  Moses  Spright. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  of  the  Province  of  Mary- 

LAND,  now  sitting  : 

The  Memorial  o/Henry  Ridgely,  o/Elkridge,  in  Anne 

Arundel  County,  most  humbly  showeth : 

That  your  memorialist  did  early  in  life  quit  a  domestick 
happiness  to  commence  soldier,  and  had  the  honour  of  com- 
manding a  company  of  Rangers  on  the  western  frontiers  of 
this  Province,  soon  after  the  defeat  of  General  Braddock, 
in  the  year  1775,  at  which  time  the  cruel  savages  were 
laying  waste  the  country  and  murdering  the  inhabitants ; 
and  that  your  memorialist's  conduct  and  behaviour  in  that 
service  was  approved  of  by  Colonel  Sharpe,  then  Governour 
of  Maryland ;  and  on  your  memorialist  quitting  the  ran- 
ging service,  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Elkridge 
troop  of  Horse,  which  station  he  filled  many  years,  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  his  Field  Officers ;  whereupon  the 
late  Governour  Sharpe  promoted  him  to  be  a  Major  of  the 
County  aforesaid,  in  the  year  1761,  and  he  was  continued 
as  such  until  the  year  1773,  when  the  present  Governour 
Eden  raised  your  memorialist  to  the  ofHce  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  in  said  County. 

Your  memorialist  further  begs  leave  to  inform  your  Ho- 
nours, that  after  perusing  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention 
held  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1774,  he  was  one  of  the 
first  men  in  the  Elkridge  District  that  requested  a  meeting 
of  the  people,  to  form  themselves  into  a  company  of  Mihtia, 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  Mr.  John  Burgess  chosen 
Captain,  your  memorialist  having  declined  that  honour, 
although  unanimously  offered  to  him,  knowing  he  could  be 
of  more  service  to  the  cause  in  assisting  in  the  formation  of 
other  companies ;  and  accordingly,  in  the  month  of  June 
last,  your  memorialist  went  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Dorsey,  who  had  been  six  months  unsuccessfully 
striving  to  raise  a  company,  and  after  advertising  a  meeting 
of  the  inhabitants,  a  number  of  them  met,  and  would  have 
chosen  your  memorialist  Captain,  but  were  prevailed  upon 
by  him  to  choose  Mr.  Thomas  Iforsey  their  Captain,  who 
appeared  exceedingly  desirous  of  the  command.  Your  me- 
morialist conceives  that,  agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  the 
late  Convention,  he  is  exempt  from  serving  in  the  Militia  as 
a  private,  or  in  any  other  station  lower  than  he  hath  hereto- 
fore filled.  Nevertheless,  as  the  honourable  Convention  did 
not  distinguish  between  the  officers  commissioned  under  the 
Ic?£;al,  or  old  form  of  Government,  and  those  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Convention,  your  memorialist  did  enroll  himself 
as  a  private  in  Captain  Tootle's  company,  although  at  the 
distance  of  twenty  miles  from  his  habitation,  rather  than  be 
harassed  by  the  Committee  of  Observation,  composed  en- 
tirely of  Militia  officers  except  one  man,  and  to  avoid  the 
indignity  of  being  commanded  by  the  first  officer  of  the 
Elkridge  battalion,  who  most  shamefully  and  cowardly 
quitted  his  post  when  under  your  memorialist's  command 
twenty-one  years  ago. 

Your  memorialist  hath  nothing  more  to  ask  of  your  Ho- 
nours than  a  candid  consideration  of  this  memorial,  and  pass 


a  resolve  for  his  exemption  from  further  duty  as  a  militia- 
man ;  at  the  same  time  he  most  solemnly  assures  your 
Honours  that  he  doth  not  desire  or  intend  to  withdraw  him- 
self from  the  service  of  his  native  country,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, will  stand  forth,  as  far  as  in  his  power  lies,  (as  a 
volunteer  or  independent,)  with  the  stoutest  champion  for 
American  liberty.  In  full  expectation  of  a  favourable  issue, 
the  above  is  most  cheerfully  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  your  honourable  House,  by  your  memorialist, 

H.  Ridgelt. 
Elkridge,  May  20,  1776. 


BALTIMORE    COMMITTEE    TO    MARYLAND    CONVENTION. 
In  Committee,  Baltimore,  May  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the 
15th,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  certain  Fumall  Johnson's  peti- 
tion to  your  honourable  House,  and  your  resolve  thereon  ; 
in  answer  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  we  are 
possessed  of  no  facts  relative  to  any  disputes  on  Mr.  John- 
son's account ;  and  so  far  from  having  questioned  the  justice 
thereof,  we  have  never  yet  seen,  nor  has  he  ever  yet  laid  it 
before  us. 

This  Committee  sometime  ago  sent  down  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  a  state  of  a  certain  Alexander  McGee's  case, 
and  wished  to  know  their  furdier  directions  on  it.  We  un- 
derstand the  affair  has  been  laid  before  your  honourable 
House;  if  so,  be  pleased  to  inform  us  of  your  determination 
thereon,  as  the  man  is  still  under  guard,  in  care  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  regular  troops  here,  who  is 
anxious  to  have  him  discharged,  or  to  receive  your  particu- 
lar instructions  concerning  him. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  obedient,  humble  servants, 
John  Smith,  Chairman  pro  tem. 
John  Cradock,  Thomas  Sollers, 

Thomas  Harrison,       Thomas  Gist, 
John  E.  Howard,        William  Wilkinson, 
John  Boyd,  T.  Griest. 

James  Calhoun, 

To  Charles  Carroll,  Esquire,  Barrister. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL     OF    SAFETY   TO    CAPTAIN   NICHOLSON. 

[No.  158.]  Annapolis,  May  20,  1776. 

Sir:  We  have  received  information  that  there  are  no 
vessels  of  war  below  except  the  Otter  and  Eilbeck,  and 
that  most  of  the  tenders  are  gone  to  the  Carolina  coast,  to 
protect  the  transports  on  their  arrival  there ;  in  consequence 
of  which  we  have  ordered  down  the  brigs  Fortune  and 
Rogers,  and  the  schooner  Ninety-Two,  with  valuable  car- 
goes of  bread,  flour,  &;c.,  and  require  you  will  give  them 
what  assistance  you  can  in  getting  out,  if  you  see  a  proba- 
bility of  their  running  through ;  but  if,  from  any  certain  in- 
telligence which  you  may  receive,  you  should  think  it  most 
likely  they  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  if  they 
proceed,  we  would  have  you  immediately  order  them  to 
return  to  Baltimore.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  consequence 
to  the  Province  to  have  these  vessels  get  safe  out,  if  possi- 
ble ;  and  we  would  have  them  conveyed  down  as  low  as 
you  think  you  can  venture  with  safety  to  yourself. 
We  are,  &,c. 

To  Captain  James  Nicholson, 

P.  S.  Order  the  boat  which  will  deliver  you  this  to 
speak  the  vessels  on  their  way  down  the  bay,  and  let  them 
know  where  to  join  you. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS   TO    GENERAL    LEE. 

Philadelphia,  May  20,  1776. 

Sir:  By  the  enclosed  resolves  of  Congress,  which  I 
have  the  honour  of  transmitting,  you  will  perceive  that  your 
several  letters  have  been  received,  and  that  the  Congress 
have  fully  expressed  their  sense  with  regard  to  the  subject 
of  them. 

The  Congress  highly  approve  of  your  vigilance  and  at- 
tention to  the  important  duties  of  your  Department.  You 
may  rest  assured  they  will  always  co-operate  with  you  in 
all  your  laudable  schemes  to  establish  the  liberties  of  the 
United  Colonies ;  an  event  which,  I  trust,  by  the  blessing 
of  God,  we  shall  be  able  finally  to  accomplish,  in  spite  of 
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all  the  efforts  of  our  enemies  against  us.  I  shall  only  add, 
that  I  am  commanded  by  Congress  to  direct  you  to  carry 
the  enclosed  resolves  into  execution  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  and 
very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Major-General  Lee,  Virginia. 

MR.   GERRY    TO    MR.   WARREN. 

PliilaJelphia,  May  20,  1776. 

I  enclose  you  a  Virginia  paper,  just  come  in,  by  which 
you  will  see  the  spirit  of  another  ('ounty  in  that  Colony, 
exhibited  in  their  instructions  for  Independency. 
•  In  this  Colony  (^Pennsylvania)  the  spii'it  of  the  people  is 
great,  if  a  judgment  is  to  be  formed  by  appearances.  They 
are  well  convinced  of  the  injury  their  Assembly  has  done  to 
the  Continent,  by  their  instructions  to  their  Delegates.  It 
was  these  instructions  which  induced  the  Middle  Colonies, 
and  some  of  the  Southern,  to  backward  every  measure 
which  had  the  appearance  of  Independency.  To  them  is 
owing  the  delay  of  Congress  in  agitating  questions  of  the 
greatest  importance,  which  long  ere  now  must  have  termi- 
nated in  a  separation  from  Great  Britain.  To  them  is  owing 
the  disadvantages  we  now  experience,  for  want  of  a  full  sup- 
ply of  every  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  war.  Alliances 
might  have  been  formed,  and  a  diversion  been  given  to  the 
enemy's  arms  in  Europe  or  the  West-Indies,  had  these  in- 
structions never  appeared.  But  they  had  their  effect;  and 
while  we  endeavour  to  recover  the  Continent  from  the  ill 
consequences  of  such  feeble  politicks,  we  ought  to  show  the 
cause  of  such  miserable  policy.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
eyes  of  every  unbeliever  are  now  open ;  that  all  are  sen- 
sible of  the  perfidy  of  Great  Britain,  and  are  convinced 
there  is  no  medium  between  unqualified  submission  and 
actual  Independency.  The  Colonies  are  determined  on  the 
latter.  A  final  declaration  is  approaching  with  great  rapidity. 
May  the  all-wise  Disposer  of  events  so  direct  our  affairs  that 
they  may  terminate  in  the  salvation  of  these  afflicted  Co- 
lonies. 

Amidst  all  our  difficulties,  you  would  be  highly  diverted 
to  see  the  situation  of  our  "  moderate  gentlemen."  They 
have  been  more  apprehensive  of  evils  than  any  others,  as 
we  have  frequently  observed,  and  they  have  now  the  morti- 
fication to  find  that  their  measures  for  avoiding  have  but 
served  to  increase  them.  I  sometimes  think  that  Provi- 
dence permitted  them  to  clog  the  affairs  of  the  Colonies, 
that  they  may  become  in  some  degree  desperate,  and  thus 
introduce  into  the  circle  of  determined  men  those  timid 
beings,  whose  constitution  never  admits  of  their  defending 
freedom  on  the  noblest  principles,  and  are  afterwards  obliged 
to  meet  danger  by  the  same  motives  that  induced  them  to 
shun  it.  They  are  coming  over  to  us ;  but  I  am  sorry  their 
counter-influence  so  long  prevented  us  from  adopting  the 
only  means  by  which  we  could  supply  ourselves  with  the 
necessaries  for  defence. 


Philadelphia,  May  20,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  at  the  State-House,  of  a  very  large  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Liberties  oi Philadelphia, 
upon  due  notification,  Major  John  Bayard,  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  of  the  City 
and  Liberties,  informed  the  people  that  the  meeting  was 
called  at  the  request  of  a  considerable  number  of  respectable 
citizens ;  whereupon,  Colonel  Daniel  Roberdeau  was  ap- 
pointed to  and  seated  in  the  chair.  And  it  was  moved  that 
the  resolve  of  Congress,  of  the  15th  instant,  be  read ;  where- 
upon it  was  read  in  the  following  words : 

"In  Congress,  May  15,  1776. 

"  Whereas  his  Britannick  Majesty,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  has,  by  a  late 
act  of  Parliament,  excluded  the  inhabitants  of  these  United 
Colonies  from  the  protection  of  his  Crown :  And  whereas  no 
answer  whatever  to  the  humble  Petitions  of  the  Colonies 
for  redress  of  grievances  and  reconciliation  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, has  been  or  is  likely  to  be  given,  but  the  whole  force 
of  that  kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries,  is  to  be  ex- 
erted for  the  destruction  of  the  good  people  of  these  Colo- 
nies :  And  whereas  it  appears  absolutely  irreconcilable  to 


reason  and  good  conscience  for  the  people  of  these  Colonies 
now  to  take  the  oaths  and  affirmations  necessary  for  the  sup- 
port of  any  Government  under  the  Crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  it  is  necessary  that  the  exercise  of  any  kind  of 
authority  under  the  said  Crown  should  be  totally  sup- 
pressed, and  all  the  powers  of  Government  exerted  under 
the  authority  of  the  people  of  the  Colonies,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  internal  peace,  virtue,  and  good  order,  as  well 
as  for  the  defence  of  their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties, 
against  the  hostile  invasions  and  cruel  depredations  of  their 
enemies : 

"  Therefore  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
respective  Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies, where  no  Government  sufficient  to  the  exigencies  of 
their  affairs  has  been  hitherto  established,  to  adopt  such  Go- 
vernment as  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  people,  best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of 
their  constituents  in  particular,  and  America  in  general. 

"  By  order  of  Congress : 

"  John  Hancock,  President." 

The  people,  in  testimony  of  their  warmest  approbation, 
gave  three  cheers. 

Moved,  That  the  Instructions  given  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly to  their  Delegates  in  Congress  be  read. 
And  tlie  same  were  read  accordingly,  as  follow : 

"November  9,  1776. 

"Gentlemen:  The  trust  reposed  in  you  is  of  such  a 
nature,  and  the  modes  of  executing  it  may  be  so  diversified 
in  the  course  of  your  deliberations,  that  it  is  scarcely  possible 
to  give  you  particular  instructions  respecting  it.  We  there 
fore,  in  general,  direct  that  you,  or  any  four  of  you,  meet  in 
Congress  the  Delegates  of  the  several  Colonies  now  assem- 
bled in  this  city,  and  any  such  Delegates  as  may  meet  at 
Congress  next  year ;  that  you  consult  together  on  the  pre- 
sent critical  and  alarming  state  of  publick  affairs ;  that  you 
exert  your  utmost  endeavours  to  agree  upon,  and  recommend 
such  measures  as  you  shall  judge  to  afford  the  best  prospect 
of  obtaining  redress  of  American  grievances,  and  restoring 
that  union  and  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies,  so  essential  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  both 
countries. 

"  Though  the  oppressive  measures  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment and  Administration  have  compelled  us  to  resist  their 
violence  by  force  of  arms,  yet  we  strictly  enjoin  you  that 
you,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  dissent  from  and  utterly  re- 
ject any  propositions,  should  such  be  made,  that  may  cause 
or  lead  to  a  separation  from  our  mother  country,  or  a  change 
of  the  form  of  this  Government. 

"  You  are  directed  to  make  report  of  your  proceedings  to 
this  House. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House : 

"  John  Morton,  Speaker." 

Colonel  Thomas  McKean  informed  that  (he  Committee 
of  the  City  and  Liberties,  apprehending  the  dangerous  ten- 
dency of  the  said  Instructions,  had  presented  a  memorial  to 
the  honourable  House  of  Assembly,  praying  that  they  might 
be  rescinded  ;  and  that  the  House,  taking  the  said  memorial 
into  their  consideration,  did,  as  the  last  act  of  that  body  in  their 
late  sessions,  determine  not  to  alter  the  said  Instructions. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  meeting  that  the  said  Instructions  have  a 
dangerous  tendency  to  withdraw  this  Province  from  that 
happy  union  with  the  other  Colonies,  which  we  consider 
both  as  our  glory  and  protection. 

On  motion.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  present  House 
of  Assembly  was  not  elected  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
new  Government. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  (with  one  dissenting  voice  only,) 
That  the  present  House  of  Assembly,  not  having  the  autho- 
rity of  the  people  for  that  purpose,  cannot  proceed  thereon 
without  assuming  arbitrary  power. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  a  Protest  be  immediately 
entered  by  the  people  of  this  City  and  Liberties,  against  the 
powers  of  the  said  House  to  carry  the  said  resolve  of  Con- 
gress into  execution. 

A  Protest  being  produced  and  read,  the  same  was  unani- 
mously approved. 

It  being  moved,  and  the  question  thereupon  put.  Whether 
the  present  Government  is  competent  to  the  exigencies  of 


519 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  MAY,  1776. 


520 


our  afiairs  ?  The  same  was  carried  in  the  negative  unaiji- 
mously. 

Resoked  unanimously,  That  a  Provincial  Convention 
ought  to  be  chosen  by  the  people,  for  tlie  express  purpose 
of  "carrying  the  said  resolve  of  Congress  into  execution. 

As  some  difliculties  inAy  arise  respecting  the  mode  of 
electing  Members  for  the  said  Convention :  Therefore 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Committee  of  the  City 
and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia  be  directed  to  send  the  afore- 
mentioned resolve  of  Congress  to  the  several  Committees 
throughout  the  Province,  and  to  call  together  a  number 
from  the  Committee  of  each  County,  to  hold  a  Provincial 
Conference,  in  order  to  determine  upon  the  number  of 
which  the  Convention  for  framing  a  new  Government  shall 
be  composed,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  be 
elected. 
JTie  Protest  of  divers  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province, 

in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Province  of 

Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen  :  We,  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Liber- 
ties of  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of  ourselves  and  others,  the 
inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  conceive  it  our  duty  to  repre- 
sent unto  this  House  as  folioweth : 

That  whereas  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  hath, 
by  a  resolve  bearing  date  the  15th  instant,  recommended 
the  taking  up  and  establishing  new  Governments  throughout 
all  the  United  Colonies,  under  the  "  authority  of  the  peo- 
ple ;"  and  as  the  chartered  power  of  this  House  is  derived 
£com  our  mortal  enemy  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
members  thereof  were  elected  by  such  persons  only  as  were 
either  in  real  or  supposed  allegiance  to  the  said  King,  to  the 
exclusion  of  many  worthy  inhabitants  whom  the  aforesaid 
resolve  of  Congress  hath  now  rendered  electors ;  and  as 
this  House,  in  its  present  state,  is  in  immediate  intercourse 
with  a  Governour  bearing  the  said  King's  commission,  and 
who  is  his  sworn  representative,  holding,  and  by  oath  obliged 
to  hold,  official  correspondence  with  the  Ministers  of  the  said 
King,  and  is  not  within  the  reach  of  any  act  of  ours  to  be 
absolved  therefrom  :  We,  therefore,  in  this  solemn  manner, 
in  behalf  of  ourselves  and  others,  do  hereby  renounce  and 
protest  against  the  authority  and  qualification  of  this  House 
for  framing  a  new  Government. 

As  we  mean  not  to  enter  into  any  altercation  with  this 
House,  we  shall  forbear  enumerating  the  particular  inconsist- 
encies of  its  former  conduct,  and  content  ourselves  with  de- 
claring that,  as  a  body  of  men,  bound  by  oaths  of  allegiance 
to  our  enemy,  and  influenced,  as  many  of  its  members  are, 
either  by  connections  with  or  pecuniary  employments  under 
the  Proprietary  of  this  Province,  who  is  likewise  the  said 
King's  representative,  it  is,  to  all  good  intents  and  purposes, 
disqualified  to  take  into  consideration  the  late  resolve  of 
Congress,  and,  as  a  House,  is  not  within  the  description 
mentioned  in  the  said  resolve,  as  an  "  Assembly  under  the 
authority  of  the  people  "  only ;  and  because,  likewise,  that 
we  have  very  alarming  apprehensions  that  a  new  Govern- 
ment, modelled  by  persons  so  inconsistently  circumstanced, 
would  be  the  means  of  subjecting  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
terity to  greater  grievances  than  any  we  have  hitherto  expe- 
rienced. 

In  thus  protesting  against  the  authority  of  this  House  for 
framing  a  new  Government,  we  mean  not  to  object  against 
its  exercising  the  proper  powers  it  has  hitherto  been  accus- 
tomed to  use,  for  the  safety  and  convenience  of  the  Province, 
until  such  a  time  as  a  new  Constitution,  originating  from  and 
founded  on  "  the  authority  of  the  people,"  shall  be  finally 
settled  by  a  Provincial  Convention,  to  be  elected  for  that 
purpose,  and  until  the  proper  officers  and  representatives  of 
the  people  shall  be  chosen  agreeable  thereto,  and  qualified 
to  succeed  this  House ;  for  which  purpose  an  application 
will  be  made  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observa- 
tion of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  (whose  ser- 
vices, on  all  occasions,  hath  been  applied  to  the  support  of 
the  rights  of  the  people,)  for  calling  a  Conference  of  Com- 
mittees of  the  several  Counties  of  this  Province,  agreeable 
to  the  powers  it  is  already  invested  with  for  that  purpose ; 
which  said  Conference  of  Committees  shall  issue  out  sum- 
monses for  electing,  by  ballot,  a  Provincial  Convention,  con- 
sisting of  at  least  one  hundred  members,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  the  said  resolve  of  Congress  into  execution,  as  we 


are  fully  convinced  that  our  safety  and  happiness,  next  to 
the  immediate  providence  of  God,  depend  on  our  comply- 
ing with  and  supporting  firmly  the  said  resolve  of  Congress, 
that  thereby  the  union  of  the  Colonies  may  be  preserved  in- 
violate. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  Chairman  be  directed 
to  sign  and  present  the  said  Protest  to  the  honourable 
House  of  Assembly. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  we  will  support  the  mea-  . 
sures  now  adopted  at  all  hazards,  be  the  consequences  what 
they  may. 

The  thanks  of  the  City  and  Liberties  being  presented, 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  to  Colonel  Roberdeau,  for  his  impar- 
tiality and  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust  as  Chairman,  he 
was  pleased  to  reply,  that  he  acknowledged  the  honour  done 
him,  and  that  he  esteemed  it  more  than  if  conferred  by  a 
Prince. 

The  tiianksof  die  City  and  Liberties  were  also  presented, 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  to  their  Committee  of  Inspection  and 
Observation,  for  their  zeal,  fidelity,  and  steady  attention  to 
the  duties  of  their  important  station  ;  and  Colonel  Thomas 
McKean,  as  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  accepted  and  po- 
litely acknowledged  the  same. 

The  meeting  was  conducted  with  the  utmost  decomm 
and  harmony.  p^^^^^  Roberdeau,  Chairman. 

The  Protest,  agreeable  to  the  resolve,  was  the  same  day 
presented  to  the  Speaker  of  the  honourable  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

PHILADELPHIA    COMMITTEE    TO    THE    COSfMITTEES    OF    THE 
SEVERAL    COUNTIES    IN    THE    PROVINCE. 

Philadelphia,  May  21, 1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have,  in  a  former  letter  to  you,  referred 
to  the  Instructions  given  by  the  Assembly  of  this  Province 
to  their  Delegates,  and  they  are  published  in  the  votes  of 
the  House ;  you  will,  therefore,  not  be  surprised  to  hear 
that  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  did  not  give  their  voice 
in  Congress  on  the  question  "  for  establishing  Governments 
throughout  the  Continent  on  the  authority  of  the  people ;" 
but,  by  declining  to  vote  on  this  momentous  occasion,  did, 
as  far  as  was  in  their  power,  withdraw  the  Province  from 
this  union  of  the  Colonies  both  in  council  and  action. 

By  the  enclosed  papers  you  will  perceive  the  City  and 
Liberties  have  been  convened,  and  have  expressed  their 
sense  on  the  said  resolve  of  Congress.  We  judge  the  num- 
ber of  people  met  on  this  occasion  exceeded  four  thousand, 
and  consisted  of  thaf  class  of  men  which  are  most  to  be 
depended  on  in  times  of  danger.  A  change  of  such  im- 
portance as  that  now  proposed  is  not  brought  about  without 
some  contest,  arising  from  the  opposition  of  interests,  and 
the  force  of  prejudice  in  favour  of  old  and  established  forms. 
The  Associators  will  have  to  contend,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, against  the  Proprietaries  and  all  their  dependants, 
influenced  by  self-interest  and  holding  lucrative  offices  un- 
der them,  with  all  whom  they  can  influence,  joined  by  all 
the  avowed  as  well  as  secret  enemies  of  the  cause  of  Ame- 
rican freedom.  It  will,  however,  be  absolutely  necessary 
for  us  to  unite  with  firmness,  and  pursue  our  measures  with 
a  steady  perseverance,  which  will  undoubtedly  carry  us 
through  every  difficulty  that  may  arise. 

This  Committee  have  thought  the  object  before  us  of 
such  consequence  to  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  Pro- 
vince as  to  induce  us  to  send  some  of  our  Committee  and 
fellow-citizens  into  each  County,  to  incite  such  of  the  good 
people  as  are  friends  to  liberty,  and  determined  to  oppose 
the  cruelty  and  injustice  of  Great  Britain,  to  a  spirited  and 
manly  exertion  of  their  undoubted  rights  and  privileges  in 
the  present  favourable  opportunity  of  establishing  them  for- 
ever. We  have  judged  this  the  more  necessary,  as  we  are 
informed  the  party  we  have  already  mentioned  as  our  op- 
ponents will  be  indefatigable  in  their  endeavours  to  frustrate, 
by  falsehood  and  every  other  means  in  their  power,  every 
attempt  which  shall  be  made  to  emancipate  the  people  of 
this  Province  from  the  bondage  in  which  they  have  been 
long  held. 

To  point  out  the  necessity,  in  our  present  alarming  situa- 
tion with  respect  to  Great  Britain,  of  establishing  a  form  of 
Government  capable  of  exerting,  in  the  most  effectual  man- 
ner, the  whole  strength  of  this  Province,  in  conjunction  with 
the  other  Colonies,  for  the  common  defence,  by  cold  rea- 


521 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  he,  MAY,  1776. 


522 


soning  on  the  subject,  would  be  to  affront  your  feelings  as 
men.  The  insults  and  barbarity  of  our  enemies  are  un- 
equalled, and  the  supineness  of  our  Government  can  only 
be  pardoned  in  consideration  of  the  fatal  obligations  of 
allegiance,  which  they  seem  to  hold  themselves  bound  to  by 
their  sacred  oaths — a  supineness  which,  being  continued, 
will  involve  us  in  distresses  too  great  to  be  borne,  and  make 
our  last  struggles  for  liberty  but  the  convulsive  efforts  of 
expiring  life.  From  a  free  Government  established  on  "  the 
authority  of  the  people,"  and  having  their  interest  alone  in 
view,  we  may  reasonably  expect  the  manly  and  effectual 
exertion  of  that  strength  which  God  hath  given  us  for  our 
defence,  and  on  which,  next  to  the  Providence  of  Almighty 
God,  will  depend  the  future  peace,  liberty,  and  safety  of 
the  whole  people. 

We  have  seen,  and  some  of  us  have  felt,  the  melancholy 
effects  arising  from  the  opposing  interests  of  the  Proprietary 
and  the  people.  Who  can  recollect  the  horrors  of  the  late 
Indian  war,  and  not  shudder  at  the  idea  it  brings  to  his 
mind?  Fire,  sword,  desolation,  and  death  in  the  most  in- 
fernal forms,  will  be  presented  to  our  view  ;  parents  and 
children  weltering  in  their  blood ;  infants  torn  with  savage 
brutality  from  their  mothers'  wombs,  and  made  the  food  of 
dogs ! !  I  Objects  yet  more  terrible  than  these  will  press 
upon  our  reluctant  minds — objects  which  our  fond  affection 
for  the  softer  sex  forbid  our  recollection  !  Little  does  it 
avaU  to  inquire  who  was  most  to  blame,  the  Proprietary  or 
the  people  then  in  power;  it  is  plain,  beyond  the  possibility 
of  a  doubt,  that  the  horrid  ravages  of  that  dreadful  war  were 
long  permitted  to  spread  through  this  devoted  Province,  by 
means  of  the  unjust  claims  of  haughty  and  "  absolute  Pro- 
prietaries." To  rid  yourselves  forever  of  their  tyranny  is 
now  in  your  power:  if  you  embrace  it,  your  descendants 
will  glory  in  their  ancestors ;  if  you  neglect  it,  you  will  en- 
tail slavery  on  your  posterity,  and  they  will  justly  execrate 
your  memory  as  unworthy  of  a  parent's  name.  Liberty  and 
slavery  is  before  you  ;  take,  then,  your  choice.  For  us,  we 
are  determined  to  be  free,  and  invite  you  to  partake  with 
us  of  that  freedom  which  all  are  entitled  to.  If  you  wish 
this  Province  to  be  restored  to  their  rank  in  the  Continental 
Union,  we  recommend  to  you  to  nominate  such  a  number 
of  your  Committee  as  you  may  think  proper,  to  meet, 
throughout  the  Province,  Deputies  from  the  other  Com- 
mittees, in  Philadelphia,  on  Tuesday,  the  18th  day  of  next 
month,  in  order  to  agree  upon  and  direct  the  mode  of  elect- 
ing members  for  a  Provincial  Convention,  to  be  held  at 
such  time  and  place  as  the  said  conference  of  Committees 
may  appoint,  for  the  express  purpose  of  forming  and  estab- 
lishing a  new  Government,  "  on  the  authority  of  the  people  " 
only,  and  for  the  security  of  their  peace,  liberty,  and  safety, 
according  to  the  enclosed  recommendation  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servants. 

TO   THE    PUBLICK    IN    ALL    PARTS    OF    THE    PROVINCE. 

Friends  and  Fellow-Countrymen  :  The  question  which 
will  come  before  you  is  short  and  easy  ;  we  know  not  how 
it  may  have  been  disguised  or  misrepresented  to  you  by  de- 
signing persons,  but  to  prevent  your  being  deceived  we  tell 
you  concisely,  until  we  can  prepare  the  matter  fully  for  you, 
that  you  either  are  or  will  be  called  upon  to  declare  whether 
you  will  support  the  Union  of  the  Colonies  in  opposition  to 
the  instructions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  or  whether  you 
will  support  the  Assembly  against  the  Union  of  the  Colonies. 
We  have  declared  for  the  former,  and  we  will,  at  the  hazard 
of  our  lives,  support  the  Union  ;  for  if  the  Union  be  broken, 
every  Province  on  the  continent  will  be  upon  us.  We  have 
been  open  in  our  affairs  ;  the  sense  of  this  city  hath  been 
publickly  taken,  and  we  will  not  be  belied  by  Tories.  We 
protest  against  private  machinations,  and  we  shall  consider 
the  authors  of  such  as  enemies,  and  treat  them  accordingly. 
Let  the  men  come  forth  who  are  endeavouring  privately  to 
undermine  the  Union  ;  we  will  seek  to  find  them  out ;  we 
dare  them  to  it  at  their  peril. 

Seven  thousand,  who  appeared  at  the  State-House,  and 
have  sworn  to  support  the  Union. 

P.  S.  Our  situation  makes  us  a  kind  of  sentinels  for  the 
safety  of  the  Province ;  and,  to  prevent  our  friends  from 
being  deceived  by  specious  impositions,  we  give  this  open 
notice  as  an  instance  of  our  good  will  to  them. 


Philadelphia,  May  23,  1776. 

The  following  Remonstrance  to  the  honourable  the  House 
of  Assembly,  which  was  yesterday  agreed  to  at  a  meeting 
of  a  respectable  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  City  and 
Liberties,  and  is  now  signing  by  them,  is  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  inhabitants  of  the  different  Counties  of  the 
Province,  that  in  this,  or  some  similar  manner,  they  may 
express  their  sentiments  upon  the  Protest  referred  to: 

To  the  Honourahle  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 

Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Assembly  met  : 
The  Address  and  Remonstrance  of  the  subscribers.  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia: 

Whereas  to  our  great  affliction  we  find  that  a  paper  has 
been  presented  to  the  House,  styled  "  The  Protest  of  divers 
inhabitants  of  this  Province,"  said  to  be  "  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  others,"  the  purport  of  which  is  to  subvert  and 
change  the  Constitution  of  this  Government,  upon  sundry 
allegations  which  we  cannot  conceive  to  be  well  founded : 
And  whereas  we  think  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity,  to  claim  and  support  our  birthright  in  the 
Charter  and  wise  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  either  consented  to 
by  ourselves  or  delivered  down  to  us  by  our  ancestors,  as 
far  as  may  be  possible  without  injury  to  the  publick  cause 
of  America  during  the  present  distressed  situation  of  our 
affairs :  We  do  therefore  remonstrate  against  the  said  Pro- 
test, for  the  following  reasons : 

First.  Because  it  holds  up  the  resolve  of  the  Congress  of 
the  15th  instant  as  an  absolute  injunction  for  the  "taking 
up  and  establishing  new  Governments  throughout  all  the 
United  Colonies,  under  the  authority  of  the  people  ;"  where- 
as the  said  resolve  is  only  a  conditional  recommendation  "  to 
the  respective  Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  United 
Colonies,  where  no  Government  sufficient  to  the  exigencies 
of  their  affairs  has  been  established,  to  adopt  such  Govern- 
ments as  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their 
constituents  in  particular,  and  America  in  general."  And 
here  it  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  in  this  and  every  other  re- 
solve of  Congress  where  "Assemblies  and  Conventions"  arc 
referred  to,  it  must  be  intended  (and  the  practice  has  been 
accordingly)  that  wherever  Assemblies  exist,  and  can  meet 
as  the  ancient  constitutional  bodies,  in  their  respective  Colo- 
nies, the  publick  business  is  to  be  carried  on  by  them,  and  by 
Conventions  only  in  those  urgent  cases  where  arbitrary  Gb- 
vernours,  by  prorogations  and  dissolutions,  prevent  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  people  from  sitting  to  deliberate  on  their 
own  affairs,  or  have  subverted  the  Constitutions  by  abdica- 
ting their  offices,  and  levying  war  against  these  Colonies ; 
that  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  cannot  be  prorogued  or 
dissolved ;  that  they  have  been  exceeded  by  no  Province 
in  their  noble  exertions  in  the  common  cause  of  liberty ; 
that  by  the  resolve  of  Congress,  who  have  never  interfered 
in  the  domestick  police  of  the  Colonies,  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  are  left  as  the  sole  judges  whether  their  Go- 
vernments be  "sufficient  for  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs," 
or  not ;  that  our  courts  of  law  are  open,  justice  has  been 
administered  with  due  attention  to  our  circumstances,  and 
large  sums  of  money  issued,  the  credit  of  which  might  be 
shaken,  and  numberless  confusions  ensue,  from  innovations 
hastily  or  unnecessarily  made. 

Secondly.  We  remonstrate  against  the  said  Protest,  as 
setting  on  foot  a  measure  which  tends  to  disunion,  and  must 
damp  the  zeal  of  multitudes  of  the  good  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  common  cause,  who,  having  a  high  veneration 
for  their  civil  and  religious  rights  as  secured  by  our  Charter, 
never  conceived,  when  they  engaged,  among  other  things, 
for  the  support  of  the  Charter-rights  of  another  Colony,  that 
they  would  be  called  upon  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  their  own 
Charter;  nor  can  we  now  see  anything  in  our  situation 
which  requires  such  an  unequal  sacrifice,  while  other  Colo- 
nies, particularly  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island,  the  autho- 
rity of  whose  Assemblies  is  the  same  way  derived  by  Char- 
ter as  oui-s,  continue  their  ancient  forms  of  Government  by 
these  bodies,  without  Conventions  ;  that  whatever  temporary 
alteration  in  forms  the  urgency  of  affairs  or  the  authority  of 
the  people  can  be  conceived  to  justify  or  render  expedient, 
that  authority  is  fully  vested  in  our  Representatives  in  As- 
sembly freely  and  annually  chosen.  Six  parts  in  seven  of 
your  body  are,  by  our  inestimable  Charter,  vested  with  the 
power  of  determining  in  this  matter;  we  look  to  you  as 
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intrusted  with  the  conservation  of  our  rii,'hts,  and  are  6rm]y 
of  opinion  that  your  constituents  in  general  will  cheerfully 
be  governed  by  whatever  your  wisdom  may  ordain  in  the 
present  exigency,  humbly  recommending  it  to  you  alw  ays 
to  keep  in  mind  that  in  times  of  confusion  every  change 
should  be  cautiously  adopted,  and  only  such  made  as  are 
absolutely  necessary.  In  which  particulai-s  the  Province  of 
South- Carolina,  wlien  impelled  by  necessity,  has  set  a  laud- 
able example,  regulating  themselves  with  a  view  towards,  and 
only  until,  "an  accommodation  of  the  unhappy  differences 
between  Great  Britain  and  America  can  be  obtained,"  an 
event  which,  "though  traduced  and  treated  as  Rebels,"  they 
still  profess  earnestly  to  desire. 
May  32,  1776. 

AMWELL    (HUNTERDON    CODNTY,    NEW-JERSEy)    COMMITTEE. 

Amwell  Committee,  May  20,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  be  inserted  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Journal: 

•'  Cornelius  Williamson,  of  Amwell,  in  tiie  County  of  Hun- 
terdon, and  Province  of  New- Jersey,  having  been  cited,  and 
appeared  several  limes  before  the  Committee  of  the  Township 
aforesaid,  for  uttering  expressions  approving  of  Ministerial 
oppression  against  America,  and  using  his  endeavours  to  dis- 
courage his  neighbours  and  acquaintance  from  opposing  such 
oppression,  although  he  had  some  time  ago  given  in  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  such  conduct,  and  promised  amendment 
to  the  late  Committee  of  Amwell  aforesaid,  yet  he  appears 
to  be  the  same  man  as  before ;  therefore,  the  Committee 
unanimously  agreed  to  publish  the  said  Cornelius  Williamson 
to  tlie  world  as  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  America ;  and 
from  henceforth  we  will  break  off  all  dealings  with  him.  Let 
him  enjoy  his  own  sentiments  at  home,  where  it  is  hoped  no 
person  will  visit  him,  neither  allow  him  to  come  into  their 
company ;  but,  in  all  respects,  be  shunned  and  avoided  as 
an  enemy  to  liis  country,  and  unwortliy  the  blessings  of  free- 
dom.    Let  him  live  as  Cain  did,  forsaken  by  mankind." 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

Jasper  Smith,  Secretary. 


NEWARK   (new-jersey)  COMMITTEE. 

Committee-Chamber,  Newark,  May  20,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Township,  that  they  do  not  kill  nor  eat  any  Lamb  or 
Sheep  of  any  kind  from  this  day  until  the  1st  day  of  August 
next,  nor  sell  them  to  any  person  whom  they  shall  have  rea- 
son to  suspect  designs  to  kill  them  within  the  said  time ;  and 
that,  on  proof  being  made  to  this  Committee  of  any  person 
or  persons  contravening  the  above  recomniendation,  the  de- 
linquent or  delinquents  shall  be  held  up  to  the  publick  as 
enemies  to  their  country,  and  all  persons  prohibited  from 
having  any  dealings  or  correspondence  with  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolve  be  published  in  the 
New-York  publick  Newspapers. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

Samuel  Hayes,  Secretary. 

GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  May  21,  1776.] 

New- York,  May  20,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  16th,  with  several  resolutions  of 
Congress  therein  enclosed,  I  had  not  the  honour  to  receive 
till  last  night.  Before  the  receipt,  I  did  not  think  myself  at 
liberty  to  wait  on  Congress,  although  I  wished  to  do  it,  and 
therefore  the  more  readily  consented  to  General  Gates's  at- 
tendance, as  I  knew  there  were  many  matters  which  could 
be  better  explained  in  a  personal  interview  than  in  whole 
volumes  of  letters.  He  accordingly  set  out  for  Philadelphia 
yesterday  morning,  and  must  have  been  too  far  advanced  on 
his  journey  (as  he  proposed  expedition)  to  be  overtaken.  I 
shall,  if  I  can  settle  some  matters  which  are  in  agitation  with 
the  Provincial  Congress  here,*  follow  to-morrow  or  next 

•  Ix  Photincial  Congress,  New-Yohk,  Mai/  18,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Morri>,  Colonel  Remsen,  Mr.  Cuyler, 
and  Mr.  » ictAara,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  a  Secret  Committee 
on  behalf  of  this  Congress,  to  confer  and  advise  with  the  Commander-in- 
C^hief  of  the  ConUnental  Forces  in  this  Colony  on  all  such  matters  rela- 
tive to  the  cTecoUon  of  his  office  as  he  shall  choose  to  mention  or  com- 
municate  to  them. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes :  Robiht  Bihsos,  Secretary. 


day  ;  and  therefore,  with  every  sentiment  of  regard,  attach- 
ment and  gratitude  to  Congress  for  their  kind  attention  to 
the  means  whicii  they  tliuik  may  be  conducive  to  my  health, 
and  with  particular  thanks  to  you  for  the  politeness  of  your 
invitation  to  your  house,  conclude,  dear  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  obliged  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


general  orders. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  May  18,  1776. 

{Parole,  Brest.)  (Countersign,  /,«.) 

Lieutenant  Grover,  of  the  Second  Regiment,  (command- 
ed by  Colonel  James  Reed,)  having  been  tried  by  a  General 
Court-Martial,  for  "  insulting  Captain  fVilkinson,  disobeying 
his  orders,  and  abusive  language,"  was  found  guilty  of  the 
charge,  and  yet  mulcted  of  half  a  month's  pay  only,  a  pun- 
ishment so  exceedingly  disproportioned  to  the  offence  that 
the  General  resolved  to  lay  the  whole  proceeding  before  the 
Congress,  and  know  whether  they  inclined  to  continue  an 
officer  in  their  service  who  had  misbehaved  in  so  capital  a 
point.  But  Lieutenant  Grover  appearing  to  be  thoroughly 
convinced  of  the  error  of  his  conduct,  and  having  promis- 
ed strict  obedience  to  the  orders  of  his  Captain,  and  other 
superior  officers  for  the  time  to  come,  the  General  (before 
any  determination  of  Congress  could  be  had  upon  the  mat- 
ter) ordered  him  to  be  released,  and  to  join  his  Regiment ; 
but  has  it  now  in  command  from  Congress  to  signify  to  the 
Army  that  no  promotion  upon  vacancies  shall  take  place 
merely  by  succession,  without  their  authority;  inasmuch  as 
they  have  reserved,  and  will  exercise,  the  power  of  giving 
commissions  to  persons  of  merit,  regardless  of  any  claim  by 
succession.  Of  this  all  officers  are  desired  to  take  notice, 
as  it  may  serve  on  the  one  hand  to  prevent  the  dissatisfac- 
tion which  have  but  too  frequently  arisen  from  an  idea  that 
all  promotions  should  be  confinetl  to  Regiments,  and  go  in 
regular  succession  ;  and  because,  on  the  other  hand,  it  opens 
a  large  field  for  the  rewarding  of  merit,  which  ought,  and  is 
hoped  will  be  a  powerful  incitement  to  the  brave  and  active 
to  signalize  themselves  in  the  noble  cause  they  are  engaged 
in.  This  determination  of  Congress  the  Adjutant-General 
is  to  communicate  to  the  officers  commanding  in  different 
Departments,  that  it  may  be  published  to  the  different  Regi- 
ments and  Corps  under  their  respective  commands. 

The  General  has  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Recruiting 
Officers  of  the  Regiments  that  came  from  the  Eastward  (no 
allowance  having  been  heretofore  made  them)  that,  upon 
a  representation  of  their  case.  Congress  have  been  pleased 
to  allow  a  dollar  and  one-third  of  a  dollar  for  each  good 
and  able-bodied  man  that  shall  be  recruited  for  the  purpose 
of  completing  the  several  Regiments,  as  a  compensation  for 
their  trouble  and  expense;  and  that  the  same  allowance 
will  be  made  those  officers  who  have  heretofore  inlisted 
men,  upon  the  new  establishment,  excluding  all  boys,  and 
such  men  as  were  inlisted  in  camp  out  of  the  old  Regi- 
ments. The  several  officers  which  have  been  employed  in 
this  service  are  to  settle  this  matter,  under  these  exceptions, 
with  their  several  Colonels  or  Commanders,  and  to  give  in 
rolls  of  the  men's  names  by  them  respectively  inlisted. 
The  utmost  care  and  exactness  is  recommended  to  the  offi- 
cers claiming  this  allowance,  as  proof  will  be  required, 
agreeable  to  the  above  direction. 


Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  19,  1776. 

(Parole,  Jllbany.)  (Countersign,  Schuyler ) 

The  Brigadier-Generals  are  desired  to  make  their  respec- 
tive Brigades  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  alarm-posts, 
which  have  been  reported  to  the  Commander-in-Chief.  But 
in  case  of  an  alarm,  the  respective  Regiments  are  to  draw 
up  opposite  to  their  encampments  or  quarters,  until  they 
receive  oi-ders  to  repair  to  the  alarm-posts  above  referred 
to.  The  following  signals  are  to  give  the  alarm  to  all  the 
troops  (as  well  Regulars  as  Militia)  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city,  viz :  In  the  day  time  two  cannon  to  be  fired  from 
the  rampart  at  Fort  George,  and  a  flag  hoisted  from  the 
top  of  General  Washington's  Head-Quarters.  In  the  night 
time,  two  cannon  fired  as  above  from  Fort  George,  and  two 
lighted  lanterns  hoisted  from  the  top  of  Head-Quarters,  as 
aforesaid. 


525 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  MAY,  1776. 


52G 


The  Colonels  and  Officers  commanding  Corps  are  im- 
mediately to  have  their  men  completed  with  twenty-four 
rounds  of  powder  and  ball,  properly  and  completely  made 
up  into  cartridges,  six  rounds  of  which  each  man  is  to  have 
in  his  pouch  or  cartridge-box,  for  ordering  duty;  the  remain- 
ing eighteen  are  to  be  wrapped  up  tight  in  a  cloth  or  coarse 
paper,  and  marked  with  the  name  of  the  soldier  to  whom 
they  belong,  and  carefully  packed  into  an  empty  powder- 
barrel.  The  Captains  or  Officers  commanding  Companies 
are  to  see  that  this  is  done,  and  to  take  into  his  own  pos- 
session the  barrel,  with  the  cartridges  so  packed,  and  to 
have  them  delivered  to  the  men  as  occasion  may  require; 
and  whatsoever  soldier  shall  be  found  wasting  or  embezzling 
his  ammunition,  shall  not  only  be  made  to  pay  for  it,  but  be 
punished  for  so  base  and  shameful  a  neglect  and  disobedi- 
ence of  orders. 

Notwithstanding  the  care  and  pains  that  have  been  taken 
to  provide  good  arms  for  the  troops,  on  examination  they  are 
found  to  be  in  the  most  shocking  situation.  The  Colonels, 
or  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Regiments,  are  requested 
to  get  the  arms  belonging  to  their  Regiments  put  in  good 
order  as  soon  as  possible,  the  work  to  be  executed  at  the 
Continental  armory  or  elsewhere,  so  as  to  have  them  repair- 
ed in  the  most  expeditious  manner.  Every  man  to  be  fur- 
nished with  a  good  bayonet ;  but  all  that  have  had  bayonets 
heretofore,  and  have  lost  them,  to  pay  for  the  new  ones. 
Wherever  a  soldier  is  known  to  have  injured  his  gun  on 
purpose,  or  suffered  it  to  be  injured  by  negligence,  to  be 
chargeable  with  the  repairs.  An  account  to  be  rendered  of 
the  expense  of  those  repairs,  and,  after  deducting  what  each 
individual  ought  to  pay,  a  warrant  will  be  given  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Regiments  for  the  discharge  of  the 
same. 

All  repairs  that  are  done  to  the  arms  hereafter,  except 
unavoidable  accidents,  to  be  paid  by  the  men,  and  stopped 
out  of  their  wages  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regi- 
ment ;  an  account  to  be  rendered  to  him  by  the  Captains 
or  Commanding  Officers  of  Companies. 

Captain  Joseph  Butler,  of  Colonel  JSixon's  Regiment,  is 
to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  accusation  lodged  against 
him  by  Lieutenant  Silas  ffalker,  and  both  are  to  attend 
the  next  General  Court-Martial  with  their  evidences. 

The  lads  lately  picked  out  of  Colonel  Nixon's  and  Colo- 
nel Webb's  Regiments,  are  to  be  immediately  discharged, 
and  their  accounts  settled  and  paid.  In  order  the  better  to 
enable  them  to  return  to  their  respective  homes,  ten  days' 
provision  and  pay  is  to  be  allowed  them  from  this  day. 

John  Lewis,  of  Captain  Hardenbergh's  Company,  in  Co- 
lonel Ritzema's  Regiment,  tried  by  a  late  General  Court- 
Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Ritzema  was  President,  "  for 
insulting  and  striking  Lieutenant  Cole,  of  Colonel  Wylly's 
Regiment,  when  on  command:"  The  Court  find  the  pri- 
soner guilty  of  the  charge,  and  a  breach  of  the  seventh 
article  of  the  Continental  Rules  and  Regulations,  and  do 
sentence  him  to  be  whipped  thirty-nine  lashes  for  said  of- 
fences. 

The  General  approves  of  the  above  sentence,  and  orders 
it  to  be  put  in  execution  to-morrow  morning,  at  guard- 
mounting. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  20,  1776. 

(Parole,  Brunswick.)  (Countersign,  While.) 

The  sentries  at  all  the  batteries  where  cannon  are  placed, 
are  to  be  increased  to  the  number  the  Brigadier  finds  ne- 
cessar)';  and  they  are  all  to  be  doubled  at  night.  They  are 
not  to  suffer  any  person  whatever  (excepting  the  rounds,  or 
officer  of  the  guard)  to  go  into  the  batteries  at  night ;  nor 
is  any  person  whatever  (but  the  Generals,  or  Field  Officers 
of  the  Army,  and  officers  and  men  of  the  Artillery,  who  have 
not  business  there)  to  be  permitted,  even  in  the  day  time,  to 
go  on  the  platforms  in  the  batteries,  or  to  approach  the  can- 
non, or  to  meddle  with  the  rammers,  sponges,  or  any  of  the 
artillery  stores  placed  there.  The  officers  of  every  guard 
are  to  see  that  their  men  are  particularly  alert  in  executino- 
this  order. 

No  person  whatever  belonging  to  the  Army  is  to  be  ino- 
culated for  the  small-pox.  Those  who  have  already  under- 
gone that  operation,  or  who  may  be  seized  with  symptoms  of 
that  disorder,  are  immediately  to  be  removed  to  the  Hos- 
pital provided  for  that  purpose,  on  Montresor's  Island. 
Any  disobedience  to  this  order  will  be  most  severely  pun- 


ished, as  it  is,  at  present,  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
spreading  of  that  distemper  in  the  Army  aftd  city,  should 
be  prevented. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  21,  1776. 
(Parole,  Camdfn.)  (Countersign,  Liberty  ) 

That  no  confusion  may  ensue  when  the  troops  are  called 
into  action,  the  General  has  ordered  that  all  the  posts  of  the 
lines,  redoubts,  and  batteries,  be  so  fixed  and  regulated  as 
that  every  officer  and  soldier  may  know  his  place  and  duty; 
which  will  be  explained  to  them  by  the  Brigadiers-General, 
according  to  the  orders  of  yesterday.  And  further,  to  con- 
firm the  order  and  discipline  of  the  guards  of  the  Army, 
the  General  orders  that  the  officers  and  men  who  are  to 
mount  guard  do  parade  by  half  past  six  o'clock,  where  they 
are,  by  their  Adjutants,  in  the  presence  of  a  Field  Officer, 
to  be  reviewed  and  their  arms  and  ammunition  to  be  exa- 
mined, according  to  the  orders  of  the  19th  instant;  which 
last  mentioned  officers  are  to  see  that  their  ammunition  and 
accoutrements  are  complete,  and  the  men  dressed  in  a  sol- 
dierlike manner.  The  Adjutants  are  then  to  march  them 
to  the  parade  of  the  Brigade,  and  to  deliver  them  over  to 
the  Major  of  their  respective  Brigades,  who  is  very  minutely 
to  inspect  and  see  that  the  guards  are  complete  in  the  parti- 
culars above-mentioned.  The  Brigade-Majors  are  then  to 
march  them  to  the  grand  parade  on  the  Common,  in  the 
Artillery  Park,  and  from  thence  the  several  out-guards  are 
to  be  relieved.  On  the  grand  parade,  the  Brigadier,  with 
the  Field  Officers  of  the  day,  will  attend  to  see  the  guards 
paraded  and  marched  to  their  several  destinations.  The 
Brigade-Major  of  the  day  is  also  to  attend  on  the  grand 
parade,  and  make  up  the  guards  before  he  repairs  to  Head- 
Quarters,  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  the  same,  and  to 
receive  any  orders  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  the 
Brigadier-General  of  the  day,  and  to  the  other  Brigadiers 
of  the  line.  The  Brigadier-General  of  the  day  will  give 
his  orders  on  the  parade  to  the  Field  Officers  of  the  day,  at 
what  time  he  would  have  them  go  tlie  visiting  and  grand 
rounds.  At  reveille-beating,  which  is  to  be  at  the  dawn  of 
day,  all  the  guards  are  to  be  under  arms  at  their  proper  posts, 
and  visited  by  the  Field  Officers  of  the  picket,  (who  are  all 
esteemed  Field  Officers  of  the  day,)  who  are  to  see  that  the 
guards  are  properly  placed,  and  that  everything  is  in  good 
order  for  defence,  in  case  of  an  attack.  The  Brigadier- 
General  will,  on  the  parade,  assign  to  each  Field  Officer  of 
the  day  the  posts  he  is  to  visit  for  this  purpose. 

The  Artillery  guard  is  to  parade  at  the  same  time  and 
place.  The  Matrosses  and  Gunners  necessary  to  be  con- 
stant at  each  battery  are,  with  their  proper  implements,  to 
march  off  from  the  grand  parade  at  the  head  of  the  guards 
to  be  stationed  at  the  respective  batteries. 

The  Field  Officer  who  goes  the  grand  rounds  is  to  visit 
the  camp-guards,  as  well  as  the  guards  stationed  in  the 
town  and  at  the  batteries.  The  other  two  Field  Officers 
of  the  day  are  to  do  the  hke,  at  such  hours  of  the  night  as 
will  be  assigned  them  by  the  Brigadier  of  the  day. 

By  the  present  demand  for  flints  by  some  of  the  troops, 
the  General  has  reason  to  apprehend  that  due  care  has  not 
been  taken  of  those  lately  delivered  to  the  soldiers,  who 
have  had  no  occasion  to  make  an  extraordinary  use  of  them. 
And  it  is  well  known  that  a  good  flint,  well  screwed  in,  will 
stand  the  firing  of  sixty  rounds,  after  which,  it  may  still  be 
repaired.  It  is  therefore  presumed  that  the  men  have 
either  lost  their  flints  through  negligence,  or  abused  them  by 
that  worst  of  practices — snapping  their  pieces  continually, 
which  not  only  spoils  their  lock,  softens  the  hammer,  and 
destroys  the  flint,  but  frequently  causes  the  death  of  many 
a  man,  by  the  gun  being  unknowingly  loaded.  The  officers 
are  therefore  required  to  pay  a  very  strict  attention  to  this 
particular,  and  have  their  men's  flints  examined  when  they 
review  their  ammunition  ;  for  men  being  surprised  with  bad 
flints  in  their  guns  may  be  attended  with  fatal  consequences. 
The  officers  are  also  desired  to  be  careful  that,  when  their 
men  turn  out  to  exercise,  their  flints  be  taken  out  and  a 
wooden  snapper  screwed  into  their  gun,  until  their  exercise 
be  over,  when  the  flint  is  again  to  be  well  screwed  in,  and 
their  arms  immediately  put  in  proper  fighting  order,  after 
which  no  man  is,  on  any  account,  to  snap  his  piece.  One 
flint  per  man  will  be  delivered  to  the  troops,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected more  care  will  be  taken  of  them  than  has  been  done 
heretofore. 
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The  sentries  in  Fort  George  and  on  the  Battery  are  to 
keep  a  sharp  look-out  towards  the  Narrows,  Sta ten-Island, 
Red-Ilook,  Sic,  to  observe  if  any  signals  are  given  fix)m 
thence,  and  acquaint  the  officer  of  the  guard  immediately 


therewith.  The  officers  and  men  are  strictly  enjoined  to 
keep  close  to  their  quarters ;  no  excuse  will  be  admitted 
from  either  for  a  neglect  of  it ;  and  the  rolls  are  frequently 
to  be  called  over. 


General  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  commanded  by  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq., 
General  and  Commander-in-Chief;  Head-Quarters  at  New- York,  May  19,  1776. 
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Return  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Colonies,  commanded  by  Henry  Knox,  Esq., 
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Total 

Edward  Fleming,  Deputy  Adjutant-General. 

I  enclose  a  general  return  of  both  garrisons,  a  billeting- 
roll  of  two  companies  of  my  regiment,  a  pay-roll  of  five 
companies  of  the  same,  a  return  of  ordnance,  &,c.,  and 
ordnance  stores  at  both  forts,  and  a  return  of  the  artificers 
and  others  employed  at  both  forts,  by  the  Commissioners, 
and  the  wages  allowed  them.  The  most  of  them,  if  not  all, 
are  necessary  in  their  places. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant,  . 

James  Clinton,  Colonel. 
To  General  Washington. 


Two  Cadets  exclusive  of  the  above. 

Edward  Fleming,  Dep.  Adjt.  General. 


COLONEL   JAMES    CLINTON   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 
Fort  Constitution,  May  20,  1776. 

May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  Excellency  :  I  have,  according 
to  your  directions,  sought  for  an  amiourer  and  found  one^ 
who  I  have  sent  down  to  buy  some  tools,  if  it  meets  with 
your  Excelleticy's  approbation.  He  asks,  if  he  finds  his  own 
tools,  ten  shillings  per  day  ;  and  for  an  apprentice  lad  that 
works  with  him,  four  shillings  per  day.  We  have  also  in 
this  garrison  four  men  in  one  of  the  companies  of  my  regi- 
ment, who  work  at  the  same  trade,  and  wish  to  be  employed, 
as  Colonel  Livingston  tells  iDe,  whom  I  must  beg  leave  to 
refer  your  Excellency  to  for  particulars  relative  to  them,  or 
anything  else  that  I  may  happen  to  forget. 

The  Commissioners  1  have  had  together  and  discharged, 
except  two,  who  I  could  wish  to  keep  with  me  until  we  are 
furnished  with  an  engineer.  We  are  much  cramped  for 
room  in  quarters,  for  which  reason  I  should  think  it  neces- 
sary, if  the  Militia  are  sent  here,  to  have  a  supply  of  tents 
for  my  regiment,  if  more  cannot  be  spared. 


WHITEHEAD    HICKS    TO   JOHN   MCKESSON. 

Jamaica,  (Long-Island,)  May  20,  1776. 
Sir  :  Since  the  1st  instant,  I  have  moved  up  here  with 
iny  family ;  since  which,  I  find  the  Provincial  Congress  or 
Committee  of  Safety  have  passed  an  order  for  all  persons, 
between  sixteen  and  fifty  years  of  age,  to  return  to  the  city, 
and  none  to  be  absent  more  than  twenty-four  hours  without 
leave  from  their  Colonel.  As  by  the  rules  and  orders  of 
the  Congress  regulating  the  Militia,  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  Clerks  of  Courts  (of  which  I  am  both  a  Judge 
and  a  Clerk)  are  excused  from  military  duty,  1  think  that 
order  does  not  extend  to  include  me,  as  it  is  plain,  by  its 
confining  it  to  persons  between  sixteen  and  fifty  years  old, 
it  meant  only  such  as  were  liable  to  military  duty.  How- 
ever, to  prevent  any  disputes  upon  that  head,  I  should  be 
obliged  to  you  if  you  would  have  it  explained,  and  write  to 
me  by  the  bearer. 

1  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant,    ^,r  ,, 

■'  •     Whitehead  Hicks. 

To  John  McKesson,  Esq.,  New-York. 


PETRUS  SCHOONMAKER  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Rochester,  Ulster  County,  May  21,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  As  your  honourable  Board  has  been  pleased 
to  appoint  me  Captain  of  the  First  Company  of  Militia  of 
the  Township  of  Rochester,  in  said  County,  in  the  regiment 
whereof  Lewi  Pawling  is  Colonel ;  and  by  a  resolve  of  your 
honourable  Board,  the  Committee  of  the  County  is  appointed 
to  arrange  the  companies  of  every  regiment  in  the  County ; 
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to  arrange  the  companies  of  every  regiment  in  the  County; 
and  as  the  arrangement  of  the  regiment  of  Colonel  PaivHng 
was  brought  before  the  County  C"ommittee  on  Monday,  the 
13th  clay  of  May  instant,  and  by  their  arrangement  they  have 
made  Jacob  Hashrouck  First  Captain,  Frederick  Schooti- 
makcr  Second  Capiam,  Andretv  Bevier  Third  Captain,  and 
myself  the  Fourth ;  wherein  I  find  myself  and  my  subal- 
terns and  company  wronged,  for  the  following  reasons : 

1st.  Because  if  any  preference  should  be  allowed  to 
former  commissions,  1  should  be  at  least  Second  Captain  in 
the  regiment,  and  Frederick  Schoonmaker  First,  as  the  said 
Captam  Schoonmaker  was  First  Lieutenant  under  Captain 
Andretv  Ue  Witt,  of  Marbletown,  who  was  then  the  young- 
est Captain  in  the  regiment,  and  I  was  Second  Lieutenant 
under  Captain  Jacob  Hoornbeeck,  who  was  then  the  oldest 
Captain  in  the  regiment,  and  no  other  subaltern  officei-s  are 
in  the  regiment  promoted  to  Captains. 

2dly.  If  no  preference  is  allowed  to  former  commissions, 
then  I  humbly  conceive  the  rank  of  the  Captains  must  either 
be  allowed  from  the  time  of  our  several  elections  as  Cap- 
tains, or  fiom  the  day  of  ciualifying,  or  from  the  companies. 
From  the  date  of  the  commissions  it  cannot,  as  the  same 
are  of  equal  date ;  and  if  from  the  time  of  the  several  elec- 
tions, then  Jacob  Hasbrouck  will  be  First  Captain  in  the 
said  regiment,  as  being  voted  in  the  beginning  of  June, 
1775,  and  I  Second,  as  being  elected  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  said  month  of  June,  and  Frederick  Schoonmaker  was 
elected  in  September,  and  Andrew  Bevier  in  tlie  latter  end 
of  September  or  beginning  of  October ;  which  again  brings 
me  Second  Captain. 

3dly.  If  from  the  lime  of  qualifying  before  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  then  Frederick  Schoonmaker  is  first,  1 
second,  Andrew  Bevier  third,  Joakim  Schoonmaker  fourth, 
and  Jacob  Hasbrouck  fifth  Captain. 

4thly.  If  from  the  companies,  then  I  have  the  command 
of  the  oldest  company  in  the  regiment,  and  one  of  the  first 
formed  companies  in  the  County  ;  and  as  Captain  Andrew 
Bevier  never  was  an  officer,  civil  or  military,  before,  and  his 
commission  is  for  the  Second  Company  of  the  town  of  Ro- 
chester, and  mine  for  the  First  of  the  said  town  as  aforesaid  ; 
and  said  Captain  Bevier  being  now  placed  in  the  regiment 
before  me,  gives  such  an  affront  and  uneasiness  among  the 
men  of  my  company  that  the  greater  part  of  them  abso- 
lutely say  they  will  not  stand  in  a  lower  rank  in  the  regi- 
ment than  Captain  Bevier^s  company,  and  such  as  is  due 
to  them. 

Wherefore,  gentlemen,  I  must  appeal  from  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  County  Committee  to  your  honourable  Board, 
humbly  praying  that  your  honourable  Board,  in  your  wis- 
dom, will  be  pleased  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  rank  of  my 
company  in  the  said  regiment,  according  to  your  own  rules 
and  discipline,  and  1  shall  rest  myself  satisfied  therein ;  for 
I  humbly  conceive  the  above  arrangement  of  the  County 
Committee  is  unjust,  against  right  and  reason,  and  therefore 
I  must  coincide  with  my  company  not  to  comply  therewith  ; 
and  although  I  count  it  a  great  iionour  to  myself  to  serve 
the  continent  as  one  of  your  officers,  yet  I  am  determined 
not  to  serve  as  an  officer  under  my  proper  rank.  Where- 
fore I  do  send  you  enclosed  my  commission,  and  do  humbly 
pray  that  if  your  honourable  Board,  in  your  wisdom,  do  not 
choose  to  alter  the  above  arrangements,  or  to  proceed  there- 
on, that  you  will  then  please  to  appoint  another  Captain  in 
my  place ;  for  I  will  rather  serve  as  a  common  soldier  than 
an  officer  in  a  confused  and  displeased  company. 

So,  gentlemen,  I  rely  myself  on  your  wisdom,  and  will 
wait  on  your  directions ;  and  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Petrus  Schoonmaker. 
To  the  New-  York  Congress. 

P.  S.  The  above  four  reasons  I  am  willing  to  prove,  at 
any  time,  with  the  two  Colonels  (^Pawling  and  Hoornbeeck) 
of  the  regiment. 


MEMORIAL,    FROM   A   NUMBER    OF    THE    MEMBERS    OF    ASSEM- 
BLY OF    RHODE-ISLAND. 

[Read  May  29,  1776.] 

To  the  most  Honourable  the  Delegates  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, in  Congress  assembled,  at  Philadelphia  : 

In  the  absence  of  the  Governour  and  Deputy-Governour, 
Commodore  Eseck  Hopkins  hath  applied  to  us  for  the  re- 
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delivery  of  twenty  pieces  of  caimon  which  he  had  landed 
in  this  Colony.  We  have  thought  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  detain  them  until  your  Honours  shall  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances  of  the  Colony,  not  doubting  but  that, 
upon  mature  consideration,  it  will  be  thought  best  for  the 
common  interest  to  permit  them  to  remain  here.  We  beg 
the  most  favourable  construction  of  this  measure,  and  assure 
your  Honours  that  no  pereons  living  are  more  sensible  of  the 
necessity  of  establishing  the  authority  of  Congress,  nor  more 
ready  to  pay  obedience  to  it. 

Your  Honoui-s  have  doubtless  frequently  with  pain  re- 
flected upon  the  unhappy  state  of  the  town  of  Newport, 
which  was  entirely  defenceless,  surrounded  by  a  powerful 
naval  armament,  and  daily  threatened  with  and  in  danger 
of  immediate  destruction  ;  for  it  was  incontestably  in  the 
pow  er  of  the  British  fleet  to  destroy  it  at  pleasure.  In  this 
situation,  it  is  not  at  all  strange  that  near  a  third  part  of  the 
inhabitants  removed,  and  that  a  majority  of  the  remainder 
were  induced  to  temporize,  and  even  to  assume  an  appear- 
ance rather  unfriendly  to  the  United  Colonies.  To  this 
situation,  alone,  is  the  former  conduct  of  Newport  to  be 
attributed,  and  not  to  want  of  sjiirit  or  love  of  their  coun- 
try. In  this  state  of  affairs,  the  British  fleet  quitted  the  har- 
bour, and  Commodore  Hopkins  most  providentially  arrived 
with  twenty-six  cannon  and  some  shot,  which  he  offered  to 
the  town.  The  inhabitants,  elated  with  the  prospect  of 
having  the  means  of  defence,  assembled  in  a  full  town- 
meeting,  and  unanimously  voted  to  work  upon  the  neces- 
sary fortifications,  and  to  defend  the  town  ;  and  immediately 
entered  upon  it  with  vigour.  This  decisive  resolution  gave 
every  friend  to  the  United  Colonies  a  new  spring,  as  many 
of  us  looked  upon  Newport  as  worse  than  lost  to  the  com- 
mon cause.  Three  considerable  works  have  been  erected. 
These  cannon  have  been  with  great  expedition  mounted 
upon  carriages,  and  placed  upon  the  platforms,  and  the 
town  o{  Newport  is  now  capable  of  being  defended  against 
all  the  frigates  in  the  British  Navy.  Fortifications  are  also 
making  at  Bristol  Ferry,  and  on  the  east  side  of  Rhode- 
Island,  which,  when  completed,  will  effectually  secure  a 
communication  with  the  continent,  and  enable  us  to  defend 
that  most  valuable  island. 

We  were  happy  in  the  idea  of  having  put  a  total  stop  to 
supplying  the  enemy,  of  destroying  the  very  seeds  of  disaf- 
fection in  the  Colony,  and  of  being  a  united  people.  We 
looked  upon  the  saving  the  town  o(  Neivport,  the  command- 
ing the  harbour — in  which,  from  its  easiness  of  access,  ves- 
sels from  sea  may  find  a  quick  protection  under  the  cannon 
of  the  forts,  and  which  will  at  all  times  afford  a  safe  asylum 
to  the  Continental  ships,  and  to  privateers  and  their  prizes, 
as  well  as  to  other  vessels,  and  which,  by  means  of  the 
works  now  erected,  may  pass  in  and  out  in  spite  of  all  the 
British  fleet — as  objects  of  very  great  importance  to  the 
common  cause.  But  our  .pleasing  prospects  are  greatly  in- 
terrupted by  the  oi'der  to  deliver  twenty  of  these  cannon  to 
Messrs.  Hollingsworth  and  Richardson,  to  be  transported 
to  Philadelphia.  From  the  face  of  it,  which  is  directed  to 
the  Commodore,  and  in  his  absence  to  Mr.  Tillinghast,  it 
appeared  clearly  to  us  that  your  Honours  thought  the  can- 
non were  barely  landed  here,  and  had  no  idea  of  their  being 
fitted  with  carriages,  and  planted  in  forts  erected  purposely 
for  their  reception. 

We  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  for  a  general  state  of  the  Co- 
lony, to  the  memorial  from  the  Assembly,  which  is  now 
before  your  Honours,  and  is  in  no  degree  exaggerated,  by 
which  you  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the  exposed  situation  of 
the  Colony,  of  its  great  exertions  for  the  common  as  well 
as  our  own  defence,  and  of  the  utter  impossibility  of  our  de- 
fending ourselves ;  to  which  we  would  add,  that  there  are 
now  in  the  Colony,  exclusive  of  those  brought  by  the 
Commodore,  but  twenty-four  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  being 
twenty-four  and  eighteen-pounders.  The  Assembly  had 
contracted  with  the  owners  of  furnace  Hope  for  sixty  more ; 
but  the  Commodore  having  brought  twenty-six  heavy  can- 
non into  the  Colony,  the  Assembly  consented  that  the  can- 
non for  the  Continental  ships  should  be  first  made,  as  the 
owners  of  the  furnace  could  not  possibly  supply  both  de- 
partments in  season ;  so  that  we  have  yet  had  but  four 
eighteen-pounders  from  them,  nor  can  the  others  be  made 
under  a  long  time,  unless  a  stop  be  put  to  those  making  for 
the  ships. 

We  are  informed  by  the  Commodore  that  he  landed 
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thirty-six  heavy  cannon  at  Ncte-London,  which,  from  its 
situation,  can  be  defended  witii  one  quarter  of  the  number 
required  for  tlio  defence  of  the  bay,  town,  and  harbour  of 
Newport.  And  when  the  difference  of  the  towns  of  New- 
port and  New-London,  in  point  of  number  of  inhabitants, 
and  value  in  point  of  importance  to  the  United  Colonies, 
and  in  the  abilities  of  tlie  two  Colonies,  of  which  they  are 
part,  to  defend  them,  are  considered,  we  think  it  will  not 
admit  a  doubt  from  which  place  the  twenty  cannon  wanted 
are  to  be  removed. 

We  beg  leave,  also,  to  mention  to  your  Honours  some  of 
the  probable  consequences  of  depriving  us  of  those  cannon. 
All  the  disaffected,  all  the  lukewarm,  and  all  the  timid,  cry 
out  that  this  Colony  hath  been  totally  neglected  by  Con- 
gress, while  every  other  Colony  that  is  exposed  is  defended 
by  Continental  tixwps,  which  the  most  hearty  in  the  com- 
mon cause  cannot  deny.  This,  with  the  dangerous  situa- 
tion of  the  town  o(  Neuport,  the  capital  of  the  Colony, 
containing  upwards  of  thirteen  hundred  dwelling-houses, 
and  between  nine  and  ten  thousand  souls,  hath  produced  a 
very  great  division,  and  was  near  overthrowing  that  Admi- 
nistralion  which  had  so  greatly  exerted  the  force  of  the  Co- 
lony. The  blow,  however,  was  averted,  and  the  most  sea- 
sonable arrival  of  these  cannon,  with  the  decisive  resolu- 
tion of  the  town  of  Nettport,  hath  given  union,  spirit,  and 
vigour,  to  the  Colony.  Take  them  from  us,  and  we  cannot 
answer  for  the  event ;  the  town  of  Neuport  and  the  island 
of  Rhode-Island  are  lost.  A  small  part  of  that  anny  now 
at  Halifax  may,  in  their  way  to  the  westward,  effect  their 
destruction  without  being  detained  three  days.  It  will  be 
impossible  for  the  inhabitants  to  defend  themselves;  they 
will  not  even  attempt  it.  There  is  danger  that  those  people 
who  are  so  desirous  of  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain 
upon  any  terms,  will  gain  the  ascendancy,  and  of  the  Co- 
lony's being  lost  to  America.  Leave  us  the  cannon,  and 
we  can  save  Newport,  which  hath  been  induced,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  arrival,  to  take  such  steps  as  must  bring 
upon  them  the  British  arms,  and  who  will  be  most  cruelly 
treated  in  being  deprived  of  them ;  we  can  keep  possession 
of  Rhode-Island,  which  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  in- 
habitants and  trade  of  Taunton  and  Hwansey  rivers ;  and  we 
shall  be  a  united  people,  ready,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
to  support  the  measures  of  Congress. 

We  submit  this  representation  to  your  Honours,  which 
will  be  delivered  to  you  by  John  Collins,  Esq.,  the  First 
Assistant  in  this  Colony,  to  whoin  we  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  for  further  information,  not  in  the  least  doubting  that, 
upon  full  inquiry  and  deliberation,  your  Honours  will  con- 
sent that  the  cannon  remain  here  until  we  can  be  otherwise 
supplied. 

Signed,  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  such  members  of  the 
General  Assembly  as  could  conveniently  be  convened,  by 

Henry  Ward,  Secretary. 

ProTiaence,  May  20,  1776. 


arrive  at  New-London,  if  I  have  a  convenient  opportunity, 

siiall  wait  upon  your  Honour  and  Assembly. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  Honour's  most  obedient  and  humble 

servant,  <-,  ,, 

OETH  Harding. 

To  His  Excellency  Govemour  Trumbull. 


CAPTAIN    HARDING   TO   GOVERNOUR   TRUMBin.L. 

Fairfield,  May  20,  1776. 

HoNODRED  Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  18th, 
wherein  your  Honour  has  been  pleased  to  order  me  to 
cruise  in  the  Sound  until  further  orders,  after  I  had  taken 
the  small  sloop  that  was  carrying  the  Tories  to  Long- 
Island.  I  have  fixed  her  with  two  swivels,  and  put  thirty 
men  on  board,  to  go  to  the  Island  in  search  after  some  Tory 
deserters  that  we  heard  lodged  at  such  a  place,  which  we 
went  to  and  returned  without  making  any  new  discoveries. 
After  which  I  fixed  out  another  small  sloop,  called  the  Dis- 
covery, to  cruise  to  the  westward,  which  has  since  returned. 
I  am  now  about  fixing  out  another  small  sloop  that  was 
taken  from  a  Tory,  that  I  have  called  the  Life-Guard,  to 
be  commanded  by  Mr.  Smedley,  to  cruise  to  the  westward. 
As  I  have  occasion  of  many  necessaries  for  the  brig  before 
she  can  be  fit  for  duty,  I  shall  return  to  Neic-London,  and 
there  prepare  her  for  a  cruise ;  and  after  that  return  back 
to  the  westward  and  cruise,  except  I  receive  further  ordere 
from  your  Honour.  The  unnatural  combination  betwixt 
the  Tories  daily  grows  more  and  more  open,  and  I  shall 
shortly  send  your  Honour  some  new  discoveries  that  I  have 
already  made ;  they  are  first  examined  by  me,  which  will 
detain  me  here  two  or  three  days.  I  have  cited  the  Com- 
mittee, and  shall  resign  them  to  the  Committee.     After  I 


WILLIAM   WATSON   TO    COLONEL   MOYLAN. 

Plymouth,  April  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  his  Excellency's  commands  of  the 
lltli  ultimo,  I  would  acquaint  you  that  the  Norfolk  and  the 
Happy-Return,  prizes  taken  by  Commodore  Manly,  and 
brought  into  this  port,  are  condemned.  If  his  Excellency 
will  please  soon  to  appoint  a  day  for  the  sale  of  these  prizes, 
it  may  be  of  service  to  the  publick,  as  many  articles  on 
board  them  are  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  American  Navy. 
The  other  two  taken  by  Captain  Coit,  and  those  two  taken 
by  Major  Tapper,  and  carried  into  Dartmouth,  have  not  yet 
had  their  trial ;  Coit's  by  reason  of  my  pot  having  received 
the  papers  which  were  taken  with  them,  and  which  were 
sent  to  Head-Quartei-s ;  Tapper's  by  reason  of  his  not  at- 
tending the  Court  with  the  papers  relating  to  them.  The 
Court  is  adjourned  to  1.5th  May,  by  which  time  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  get  every  necessary  preparation  ready,  and  in 
the  mean  time  must  ask  the  favour  of  you  to  let  me  know 
where  the  papers  taken  with  Coit's  two  prizes  are  lodged, 
that  I  may  procure  them  seasonably. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  very  humble  servant, 

William  Watson. 
To  Stephen  Moylan,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  General  Wash- 
ington, New- York. 


GENERAL  WARD  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  May  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  yesterday  af 
temoon  Captain  Mugford,  in  the  armed  schooner  Franklin, 
fell  down  in  order  to  go  out  on  a  cruise,  but  got  aground 
near  Point  Shirley,  in  the  evening.  Major  Frazer's  little 
armed  schooner  went  down  at  the  same  time  with  the 
Franklin,  and  anchored  not  far  from  her.  About  midnight 
a  number  of  sail  and  other  boats  from  the  men  of  war  at- 
tacked the  two  armed  schooners ;  the  people  on  board 
Major  Frazer's  cut  their  cable  and  came  up ;  Captain 
Mugford  was  very  fiercely  attacked  by  twelve  or  thirteen 
boats  full  of  men,  but  he  and  his  men  exerted  themselves 
with  remarkable  bravery,  beat  off  the  enemy,  sunk  several 
of  their  boats,  and  killed  a  number  of  their  men  ;  it  is  sup- 
posed they  lost  sixty  or  seventy.  The  intrepid  Captain 
Mugford  fell  a  little  before  the  enemy  left  his  schooner ; 
he  was  run  through  with  a  lance  while  he  was  cutting  off 
the  hands  of  the  pirates  as  they  were  attempting  to  board 
him ;  and  it  is  said  that  with  his  own  hands  he  cut  off  five 
pairs  of  theirs  ;  no  other  man  was  either  killed  or  wounded 
on  board  the  Franklin.  These  are  all  the  particulars  which 
I  have  been  able  to  collect,  as  but  one  man  has  yet  come 
up  from  the  schooner  this  morning. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Mugford  was  not  commissioned  Captain  of 
the  Franklin,  but  Master;  and  as  the  other  officers  had 
left  the  schooner,  he  took  the  command. 


VOTE  OF  WATERTOWN,  MASSACHUSETTS,  ON  INDEPENDENCE. 

Monday,  May  20,  1776. 

Monday  last  the  Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  this 
Town,  being  duly  warned  and  legally  assembled  at  the  Meet- 
ing-House,  made  choice  of  Jonathan  Brown  and  Samuel 
Fisk,  Esquires,  to  represent  them  in  the  Great  and  General 
Court  or  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  to  be  convened  at  said 
Meeting-House,  on  Wednesday  next.  After  which,  on  the 
question,  "  Whether  that,  if  the  honourable  Congress  should, 
for  the  safety  of  the  said  Colonies,  declare  them  indepen- 
dent of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  they,  the  said  in- 
habitants, will  solenmly  engage,  with  their  fives  and  for- 
tunes, to  support  them  in  the  measure?" 

It  passed  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 
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Walpolc,  Norfolk  County,  May  20,  1776. 

Assembled  the  Town,  and  voted  unanimously,  That  if 
the  honourable  Continental  Congress  should  declare  these 
Colonies  independent  of  Great  Britain,  they  would  sup- 
port them  in  the  measure  with  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

Medway,  Norfolk  County,  May  82,  1776. 

At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Medway,  on  the  22d  oi  May,  1776: 

Resolved,  by  a  vote,  That  if  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  should,  for  the  safety  of  the  Colonies,  declare  them 
independent  of  the  Kingdom  oiGreat  Britain,  they  will  sup- 
port them  in  the  measure  with  their  lives  and  fortunes. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  May  21,  1776. 

Sir  :  As  I  imagine  this  will  meet  you  on  the  road  to  this 
place,  I  waive  making  any  mention  of  publick  matters,  ex- 
cept that  it  is  the  wish  of  Congress  you  would,  if  consistent 
with  the  good  of  the  service,  order  one  battalion  li-om  New- 
York  to  be  posted  at  Amboy,  in  the  Jerseys,  agreeable  to 
the  enclosed  resolve. 

General  Gates  arrived  this  morning ;  soon  after  which 
I  was  honoured  with  your  favour  by  post,  which  I  laid  be- 
fore Congress ;  and  as  they  expect  you  so  soon  here,  I 
imagine  they  will  defer  consulting  General  Gates,  and  wait 
your  arrival. 

Your  favour  of  the  20th  instant  Ireceived  this  morning, 
and  cannot  help  expressing  the  very  great  pleasure  it  would 
afford  both  Mrs.  Hancock  and  myself  to  have  the  happiness 
of  accommodating  you  during  your  stay  in  this  city.  As 
the  house  I  live  in  is  large  and  roomy,  it  will  be  entirely  in 
your  power  to  live  in  that  manner  you  should  wish.  Mrs. 
Washington  may  be  as  retired  as  she  pleases  while  under 
inoculation,  and  Mrs.  Hancock  will  esteem  it  an  honour  to 
have  Mrs.  Washington  inoculated  in  her  house ;  and  as  I 
am  informed  Mr.  Randolph  has  not  any  lady  about  his 
house  to  take  the  necessary  care  of  Mre.  Washington,  I 
flatter  myself  she  will  be  as  well  attended  in  my  family. 
In  short,  sir,  I  must  take  the  freedom  to  repeat  my  wish 
that  you  would  be  pleased  to  condescend  to  dwell  under 
my  roof.  I  assure  you,  sir,  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to 
render  your  stay  agreeable,  and  my  house  shall  be  entirely 
at  your  disposal.  I  must,  however,  submit  this  to  your  de- 
termination, and  only  add  that  you  will  peculiarly  gratify 
Mrs.  Hancock  and  myself  in  affording  me  an  opportunity  of 
convincing  you  of  this  truth,  that  I  am,  with  every  senti- 
ment of  regard  for  you  and  your  connexions,  and  with 
much  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  faithful  and  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant, 

John  Hancock. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Fessenden  is  complaining  for  the  want  of  money  ;  I  have 
advanced  him  sixteen  dollare,  which  you  will  please  to  order 
him  to  account  for. 


Ge 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  May  21,  1776. 

ntlemen:  Congress  having  been  pleased  to  request 
my  attendance  at  Philadelphia,  to  advise  with  them  on  the 
situation  of  affairs,  and  being  about  to  set  out  immediately, 
I  judged  it  necessary  to  give  Major-General  Putnam  in- 
structions similar  to  those  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you, 
for  the  regulation  of  his  conduct  in  case  you  come  to  any 
determination  respecting  the  Tories  here  and  on  Long- 
Island,  and  should  have  occasion  for  military  assistance  to 
carry  it  into  execution. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Provincial  Congress. 

instructions    to    general    PUTNAM. 

Sir:  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony  have  in  contemplation  a  scheme  for 
seizing  the  principal  Tories  and  disaffected  persons  on  Long- 
Island,  in  this  City,  and  the  country  round  about,  and  that, 
to  carry  the  scheme  into  execution,  they  will  be  obliged  to 


have  recoui-se  to  the  military  power  for  assistance.  If  this 
should  be  the  case,  you  are  hereby  i-equired,  during  my  ab- 
sence, to  afford  every  aid  which  the  said  Congress,  or  their 
said  Committee,  shall  apply  for. 

I  need  not  recommend  secrecy  to  you,  as  the  success, 
you  must  be  assured,  will  depend  abundantly  upon  the  pre- 
caution and  the  despatch  with  which  the  measure,  when 
once  adopted,  is  executed.  General  Greene  will,  though  not 
in  person,  perhaps,  have  a  principal  share  in  ordering  the 
detachments  fi-oni  his  brigade  on  Long-Island ;  of  course  he 
will  be  a  proper  person  to  let  into  the  whole  plan.  I  would, 
therefore,  when  application  is  made  by  Congress,  have  you 
and  him  concert  measures  with  such  gentlemen  as  this  body 
shall  please  to  appoint,  and  order  the  execution  with  as 
much  secrecy  and  despatch  as  possible,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  with  the  utmost  decency  and  good  order. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Head-Quarters,  in  the  City  of 
JSew-York,  the  21st  day  o{ May,  1776. 
To  Major-General  Putnam. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    PUTNAM. 

Sir  :  The  Congress  having  been  pleased  to  signify  a  de- 
sire that  I  should  repair  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  advise 
and  consult  with  them  on  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  and 
as  I  am  on  the  point  of  setting  out  accordingly,  I  have  to 
desire  that  you  will  cause  the  different  works  now  in  agita- 
tion to  be  carried  on  with  the  utmost  expedition.  To  this 
end  I  have  written  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony 
for  tools,  and  have  hopes  of  obtaining  them.  Apply,  there- 
fore, accordingly,  taking  an  exact  account  of  what  you  re- 
ceive. 

The  worJcs  upon  Long-Island  should  be  completed  as 
expeditiously  as  possible ;  so  should  those  in  and  about  this 
town,  and  upon  Govemour's  Island.  If  new  works  can  be 
carried  on  without  detriment  to  the  old,  (for  want  of  tools,) 
1  would  have  that  intended  at  Paulus  Hook  set  about 
immediately,  as  I  conceive  it  to  be  of  importance.  In  like 
manner  I  would  have  that  at  the  Narrows  begun,  provided 
Colonel  Knox,  after  his  arrangement  of  the  artillery,  should 
find  that  there  are  any  fit  pieces  of  cannon  to  be  spared  for 
it;  otherwise,  as  I  have  no  longer  any  dependance  upon 
cannon  from  Admiral  Hopkins,  it  would  be  useless. 

The  barriers  of  those  streets  leading  from  the  water,  are 
not  to  be  meddled  with ;  and  where  they  have  been  pulled 
down  are  to  be  repaired,  and  nearer  the  water,  if  more  ad- 
vantageous. 

As  it  does  not  appear  to  me  improbable  that  the  enemy 
may  attempt  to  nin  past  our  batteries  in  and  about  the  town, 
and  land  between  them  and  the  woody  grounds  above  Mr. 
Scott's,  I  would  have  you  employ  as  many  men  as  you  can 
in  throwing  up  flushes  at  proper  places  and  distances  within 
that  space,  in  order  to  give  opposition  in  landing ;  but  if 
there  are  not  tools  enough  to  carry  on  the  other  more  essen- 
tial works  and  these  at  the  same  instant,  you  are  not  to 
neglect  the  first,  but  esteem  this  as  a  secondary  consideration 
only. 

Delay  not  a  moment's  time  to  have  the  signals  fixed  for 
the  purpose  of  communicating  an  alarm  upon  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  the  enemy.  Let  them  be  placed  in  such  a 
manner,  and  at  such  distances,  as  to  be  easily  discovered, 
day  or  night.  If  this  was  continued  upon  the  Long-Ishnd 
shore  for  some  distance,  good  consequences  might  result  from 
it,  as  nothing  can  be  attended  with  more  signal  advantages 
than  having  timely  notice  of  the  enemy's  approach,  whilst 
nothing  can  add  more  to  the  disgrace  of  an  officer  than  to 
be  surprised ;  for  this  reason,  I  have  to  beg  that  the  same 
vigilance  and  precaution  may  be  used  as  if  the  enemy  were 
actually  within  sight,  as  a  brisk  wind  and  flowing  tide  will 
soon  produce  them  when  they  are  once  on  the  coast.  The 
officers  and  men,  therefore,  should  be  constantly  at  their 
quarters,  the  guards  alert,  and  everything  in  readiness  for 
immediate  action. 

As  I  have  great  reason  to  fear  that  the  fortifications  in  the 
Highlands  are  in  a  bad  situation,  and  the  garrisons,  on  ac- 
count of  arms,  worse,  I  would  have  you  send  Brigadier  Lord 
Stirling,  with  Colonel  Putnam,  (and  Colonel  Knox,  if  he 
can  be  spared,)  up  there,  to  see,  report,  and  direct  such 
alterations  as  shall  be  judged  necessary  for  putting  them  into 
a  fit  and  proper  posture  of  defence. 

Open  any  letters  wliich  may  come  directed  to  me  upon 
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publick  service  whilst  I  am  absent ;  and  if  any  very  inter- 
esting advices  should  be  contained  llierein,  either  from  the 
eastward  or  northward,  forward  them  on  to  Philadelphia, 
after  regulating  your  conduct  thereby. 

I  must  again  beg  that  your  particular  attention  be  turned 
to  our  powder  magazines,  to  see  that  that  valuable  article  is 
properly  placed  and  secured.  I  also  beg  that  no  time  or 
means  be  neglected  to  make  as  many  cartridges  as  possible. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Head-Quarters,  in  the  City  of 
New-York,  this  21st  day  oi May,  1776. 

George  Washington. 
To  Major-General  Putnam,  Netc-York. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

New- York,  May  21,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  enclosed  for  your  perusal  copies  of 
two  informations  and  a  letter  I  received  on  Saturday  last 
from  the  Committee  of  King's  District,  by  the  hands  of  a 
Martin  Bebcc,  who  says  he  is  their  clerk,  and  was  sent 
express.  From  these  you  will  readily  discover  the  diaboli- 
cal and  insidious  arts  and  schemes  carrying  on  by  the  Tories 
and  friends  to  Government  to  raise  distrust,  disjunction,  and 
division  among  us. 

Having  the  utmost  confidence  in  your  integrity,  and  the 
most  incontestable  proof  of  your  great  attachment  to  our 
common  country  and  its  interest,  I  could  not  but  look  upon 
the  charges  against  you  with  an  eye  of  disbelief  and  senti- 
ments of  detestation  and  abhorrence;  nor  should  I  have 
troubled  you  with  the  matter,  had  1  not  been  informed  that 
copies  were  sent  to  different  Committees  and  to  Governour 
Trumbull,  which  I  conceived  would  get  abroad,  and  that 
you,  should  you  find  that  I  had  been  furnished  with  them, 
would  consider  my  suppressing  them  as  an  evidence  of  my 
belief,  or  at  least  of  my  doubts,  of  the  charges. 

The  confidence  and  assurance  I  have  of  the  injustice  and 
infamy  of  the  charges  against  the  Convention,  obliged  me 
also  to  lay  the  matter  before  them,  lest  my  not  doing  it 
should  be  construed  a  distrust  by  them  of  their  zeal,  and 
promote  the  views  of  the  Tories,  who,  to  excite  disorder 
and  confusion,  judge  it  essential  to  involve  those  in  high 
departments  in  a  share  of  the  plot,  which  is  not  unlikely  to 
be  true  in  some  parts ;  believing  that  our  internal  enemies 
have  many  projects  in  contemplation  to  subvert  our  liber- 
ties. 

Before  I  conclude,  1  would  mention  that  some  officers 
called  upon  me  a  few  days  ago,  having  your  permit  to  go  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  settle  some  affairs  there.  This  license, 
when  there  is  really  business,  is  certainly  countenanced  by 
humanity  and  generosity,  but  nevertheless  should  not  be 
indulged,  and  I  hope  will  not  be  granted  in  future,  as  it  gives 
them  an  opportunity  of  getting  intelligence  of  our  operations, 
of  forming  opinions  of  our  strength,  the  places  proper  for 
attack,  and  settling  a  channel  of  correspondence  with  the 
disaffected,  by  which  our  enemies  may  and  will  be  furnished 
with  full  accounts  of  our  designs,  and  everything  that  can 
promote  their  service  and  injure  ours.  There  is  but  little 
reason  to  believe,  nay,  we  are  certain,  they  will  not  conduct 
themselves  upon  principles  of  the  strictest  honour  for  the 
favours  done  them,  but  will,  when  in  their  power,  exercise 
every  matter  that  can  operate  to  our  prejudice. 

I  am,  &.C.,  George  Washington. 

To  General  Schuyler. 


general  PDTNAM  to  general  WASHINGTON. 

New- York,  Tuesday,  May  21,  1776,  > 
Past  12  at  night,      j 

Dear  General  :  Captain  William  Goforth  arrived  here 
about  an  hour  since  with  the  enclosed  letters,  express  from 
Canada,  which  I  mean  to  forward  on  to  Amboy  very  early 
in  the  morning,  and  beg  your  Excellency's  particular  an- 
swer in  regard  to  what  you  would  have  forwarded  from  this 
place.  Captain  Goforth  commanded  the  schooner  in  the 
river  St.  Lawrence ;  lie  says  that  not  more  than  one  hun  • 
dred  men  are  taken  prisoners,  and  these  all  sick  ;  the  frigate 
gave  him  chase;  he  crowded  all  sail  possible,  but  found  it 
in  vain  ;  he  then  quitted  with  his  crew,  save  a  son  of  Colo- 
nel McDougalTs,  and  one  more,  who  were  so  obstinate  they 
would  not  leave  the  vessel,  and  were  taken  prisoners.  He 
further  says  that  he  did  not  see  a  single  man  land  from  the 


ships  that  came  up,  nor  does  he  believe  the  enemy  sallied 
out  on  our  troops ;  of  this  he  is  confident,  that  not  a  gun 
was  fired  but  between  the  frigate  and  himself.  The  troops 
from  the  Island  of  Orleans,  Point-Lcvi,  and  all  out-guards, 
had  got  safe  off,  and  joined  General  Thomas. 

Misfortune  on  misfortune.  A  vessel  from  France  arrived 
yesterday  on  the  back  of  Long-Island,  and  came  to  anchor, 
loaded  with  twelve  tons  of  powder,  five  hundred  small  arms, 
and  dry  goods.  The  English  Captain,  with  a  boat's  crew^ 
came  on  shore  for  assistance  to  land  his  goods  ;  soon  after, 
the  French  Captain,  who  was  on  board,  saw  a  small  sloop 
to  leward  beating  up  to  him  ;  it  is  supposed  he  thought  them 
friends ;  he  inimediately  weighed  anchor  and  bore  down  for 
them,  wlien,  unluckily,  it  proved  to  be  one  of  the  Asia's 
tenders,  who  took  and  carried  her  into  the  Hook.  I  have 
seen  the  Captain  ;  he  was  owned  by  Mr.  Brown,  of  Provi- 
dence ;  she  was  seen  coming  into  the  Hook  this  morning, 
in  company  with  the  tender,  so  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  the  tnith  of  it. 

The  Committee  this  evening  applied  to  let  the  armed 
periaugur  cruise  off  the  back  of  the  Island,  to  protect  s^ 
number  of  vessels  which  are  hourly  expected  in  with  arms 
and  ammunition.  She  is  a  very  swift  sailer  and  draws  but 
little  water,  and  probably  may  be  of  great  service  to  us  in 
this  way ;  this  request  I  shall  comply  with,  unless  otherwise 
ordered  by  your  Excellency. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant,  .  „ 

■'  Israel  Putnam. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


general  GREENE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Long-Island,  May  21,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  From  the  last  accounts  from  Great  Britain 
it  appears  absolutely  necessar}'  that  there  should  be  an  aug- 
mentation of  {he  American  forces,  in  consequence  of  which, 
1  suppose,  there  will  be  several  promotions.  As  1  have  no 
desire  of  quitting  the  service,  I  hope  the  Congress,  will  take 
no  measure  that  will  lay  me  under  the  disagreeable  neces- 
sity of  doing  it.  I  have  ever  found  myself  exceeding  happy 
under  your  Excellency's  command.  I  wish  my  ability  to 
deserve  was  equal  to  my  inclination  to  merit.  How  far  I 
have  succeeded  in  my  endeavours  I  submit  to  your  Excel- 
lency's better  judgment.  I  hope  I  shall  never  be  more  fond 
of  promotion  than  studious  to  merit  it.  Modesty  will  for- 
ever forbid  me  to  apply  to  that  House  for  any  favours.  I 
consider  myself  immediately  under  your  Excellency's  pro- 
tection, and  look  up  to  you  for  justice.  Every  man  feels 
himself  wounded  when  he  finds  himself  neglected;  and  that 
in  proportion  as  he  is  conscious  of  endeavouring  to  merit 
attention.  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  any  measures  that  the 
Congress  shall  take  that  have  not  a  direct  tendency  todegrade 
me  in  the  publick  estimation.  A  measure  of  that  sort  would 
sink  me  in  my  own  esteem  and  render  me  spiritless  and 
uneasy  in  my  situation,  and  consequently  unfit  for  the  ser- 
vice. I  wish  for  nothing  more  than  justice,  either  upon  a 
principle  of  merit  or  rank,  and  will  at  all  times  rest  satisfied 
when  your  Excellency  tells  me  I  ought  to  be.  I  feel  my- 
self strongly  attached  to  the  cause,  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  to  your  Excellency's  person ;  and  1  should  con- 
sider it  a  great  misfortune  to  be  deprived  of  an  opportunity 
of  taking  an  active  part  in  the  support  of  the  one  and  in  the 
promotion  of  the  other.  But  should  anything  take  place 
contrary  to  my  wishes,  which  might  furnish  me  with  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  quitting  the  service,  yet  I  will  not  do  it  until 
the  danger  and  difficulties  appear  less  than  at  present. 

Believe  me  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Nathanael  Greene. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


colonel    LIVINGSTON   TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Fort  Constitution,  May  21,  1776. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  :  I  am  induced  to 
trouble  your  Excellency  with  this  letter,  lest  you  should  be 
deceived  by  the  information  I  gave  you  with  respect  to  the 
depth  of  the  river  opposite  to  this  fort,  which  was  very  erro- 
neous, owing  entirely  to  want  of  recollection  in  the  gentleman 
from  whom  I  had  my  information.     He  had  taken  its  depth, 
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but  had  forgotten  it.  I  have  since  sounded  it  over  and  found 
it  to  be  twenty-eii;ht,  thirty-one,  and  thirty-two  fathoms 
opposite  our  two  northernmost  batteries.  Over  against  our 
soutliernmost,  (which  is  now  ready  to  mount  ten  guns.)  and 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  it,  it  begins  to  shoal  from 
eighteen  to  eleven  Aithoms  in  the  channel ;  it  then  remains 
at  eleven,  twelve,  and  thirteen,  till  near  Fort  Montgomery ; 
opposite  to  it,  on  this  side  the  creek,  called  Pooplopcn's  Kill, 
it  deepens  again  to  eighteen  fathoms  ;  just  over  the  creek,  to 
the  southward,  it  is  twenty-two  fathoms,  and  in  the  mouth 
of  it  thirty -one.  Near  the  shoal  water  mentioned,  on  the 
west  side  the  river,  is  an  eminence  that  commands  a  long 
reach,  both  up  and  down  the  river;  if  it  should  be  thought 
necessary  to  boom  across,  I  think  it  much  more  practicable 
there  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Highlands. 

Since  my  last.  Colonel  Nicoll  has  returned  and  taken  the 
command.  The  day  before  yesterday,  I  received  from  the 
Committee  of  Dutchess  County  fifty-eight  stand  of  arms,  but 
they  are  so  much  out  of  repair  that  they  are  quite  useless.  I 
have  put  them  in  store  here,  till  we  can  get  an  amiourer. 

Major  Schuyler,  of  our  regiment,  will  do  himself  the  ho- 
nour to  present  you  this  letter.  I  could  wish  him  to  be 
continued  here,  as  he  is  a  young  officer  and  wants  instruc- 
tion. He  is  intelligent,  and  I  believe  will  make  a  good 
officer  after  a  little  study  and  experience. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

Henry  B.  Livingston,  Lieutenant- Colonel. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  New-  York. 

JONATHAN  TRUMBULL,  JUN.,  (DEPUTY  PAYMASTER-GENERAl) 

TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  31,  1776.] 

Albany,  May  21,  1776. 

Sir:  Some  time  ago  I  communicated,  by  letter  to  the 
Delegates  from  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  the  distressed 
circumstances  of  the  Army  in  this  department  for  want  of 
money.  The  number  of  troops  destined  this  way  has  since 
been  so  greatly  augmented  that,  notwithstanding  the  small 
pittance  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  Doctor  Franklin,  and 
three  hundred  thousand  received  through  General  Washing- 
ton's hands,  we  find  ourselves  extremely  deficient  still.  Great 
inconveniences  have  arisen,  and  greater  still  1  fear  will  be 
incurred,  unless  we  are  speedily  supplied  with  a  quantum 
equal  to  our  necessities.  I  need  not  say  to  Congress  that 
money  is  the  sinews  of  war.  The  service  has  been  greatly 
impeded,  more  especially  in  Canada,  for  want  of  sufficient 
sums,  particularly  in  specie,  to  answer  the  necessary  demands 
of  the  Army. 

1  have  communicated  to  Doctor  Franklin  our  circum- 
stances. May  I  also  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  letters  to  the 
Delegates  from  Connecticut  and  to  Mr.  Hooper  1  Large 
arrears  are  still  due,  and  gentlemen  may  judge  what  sum 
must  be  necessary  for  the  current  pay  of  the  troops  and  their 
subsistence.  May  I  entreat  that  we  may  be  supplied  with 
not  a  small  sum,  and  that  as  soon  as  possible.  After  sending 
but  a  scanty  supply  to  my  Assistant  in  Canada,  I  am  now 
left  with  but  about  thirty  thousand  dollars ;  from  this  stock 
I  am  obliged  not  only  to  satisfy  the  demands  arising  in  this 
quarter,  but  also  to  pay  the  troops  returning  from  Canada, 
and  answer  almost  daily  drafts  from  the  Assistant  Paymaster 
there,  which,  for  want  of  money,  he  is  obliged  to  refer  to  my 
chest.  Suffer  me  to  say  that  a  Paymaster  without  money, 
is  but  a  ridiculous  animal. 

,1  must  beg  pardon  for  my  troubling  you  on  this  head. 
I  suppose  it  not  my  duty  to  request  Congress  for  money,  but 
my  anxiety  is  such  that  1  cannot  refrain,  although  I  should 
be  guilty  of  an  impropriety. 

1  am,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obe- 


dient, humble  servant, 


Jonathan  Trumbull. 


To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


where  we  still  owe  about  seventy  thousand  ;  the  remainder 
is  nearly  expended  in  paying  debts  long  since  accrued  ;  and 
the  calls  for  daily  expenses  are  very  considerable.  I  hope 
Congress  will  remit  a  further  sum,  without  which  it  will  be 
difficult  to  carry  on  any  service. 

Since  Monday  morning  last  I  have  forwarded  from  this 
post  six  hundred  and  sixty-three  barrels  of  pork;  in  fifty-one 
batteaus,  and  about  fifty  barrels  of  flour,  besides  a  small 
quantity  for  the  little  garrison  at  Ticonderoga,  and  fourteen 
days'  provisions  for  the  troops  which  carried  the  above,  which 
were  Reed's  and  iStark's  Regiments,  the  last  of  which  left 
me  this  morning.  The  first  of  the  provisions  above-men- 
tioned I  have  reason  to  think  reached  St.  Johns  on  Friday, 
and  the  far  greater  part,  I  believe,  is  there  now.  Stark's 
Regiment  carried  only  seventy-seven  barrels,  being  all  I  had. 
About  two  hundred  barrels  of  pork  and  eighty  of  flour  are 
since  arrived,  and  will  be  sent  off  on  Wednesday,  with  the 
third  regiment  of  General  Sullivan's  brigade,  which  I  ex- 
pect in  to-morrow.  I  have  now  batteaus  sufficient  to  move 
three  of  the  four  remaining  regiments,  and  on  Wednesday 
evening  I  shall  have  enough  for  the  last  of  the  brigade,  and 
by  that  time  the  nails  now  here  will  all  be  expended,  but 
shall  probably  ere  then  receive  those  your  Excellency  order- 
ed from  New-York,  with  which  I  propose  to  build  about 
forty  batteaus  more,  twenty  to  be  employed  on  Lake  George 
and  the  others  on  Lake  Champlain,  in  transporting  provi- 
sions, for  I  dare  not  trust  to  the  large  vessels,  (which  may  be 
detained  by  contrary  winds,  or  by  getting  aground,)  until  the 
Army  has  six  weeks'  allowance  beforehand. 

Yesterday  there  was  no  pork  left  at  Albany.  I  suppose 
about  four  hundred  barrels  are  on  the  way  up,  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  flour.  I  propose  sending  on  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  flour,  lest  if  further  misfortunes  should  happen  to  us, 
we  might  be  under  the  necessity  of  retiring  altogether  out  of 
Canada. 

1  have  ordered  Colonel  Dayton,  with  three  hundred  men, 
into  Tryon  County,  to  bring  away  the  Highlanders  and  their 
families,  and  to  make  Sir  John  Johnson  a  close  prisoner,  who, 
regardless  of  his  parole,  has  secretly  combined  with  other 
Tories  to  levy  troops  and  cut  off  the  communication,  and 
two  of  the  informants  agree  that  they  intended  to  assassinate 
me  and  my  family,  and  destroy  my  buildings.  The  orders 
I  have  given  on  this  occasion  I  shall  do  myself  the  honour 
to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  first  moment  I  can  spare. 
Indeed,  I  ought  to  send  you  every  order  I  issue,  but  [  am 
really  so  much  pressed  by  business  that  I  have  not  been 
more  than  about  six  hours  in  bed,  unless  indisposed,  in  any 
one  night  since  the  beginning  of  April. 

I  have  not  had  a  line  from  Canada  since  my  last  to  you. 
I  am  informed  that  our  troops  were  still  at  Deschambault 
about  the  middle  of  last  week ;  that  the  Canadians  about 
the  Sorel  wish  that  we  may  keep  the  country,  though  they 
complain  loudly,  and  with  too  much  reason,  of  the  ill  treat- 
ment they  have  received  from  many  of  our  troops  that  march- 
ed into  Canada  last  winter. 

Bennett  informs  me  that  a  report  prevails  in  the  western 
parts  of  Connecticut  that  I  was  to  head  some  of  the  regi- 
ments raised  in  this  Colony,  join  the  Tories,  and  fall  upon 
the  country;  that  the  people  were  ordered  to  collect  on  the 
occasion  ;  and  that  affidavits  to  support  this  report  had  been 
taken  and  sent  to  your  Excellency.  I  hope  the  scoundrels 
may  be  secured  and  held  up  to  publick  contempt.  Ungrate- 
ful villains  1  to  attempt  to  destroy  a  man's  reputation  who, 
having  lighted  the  candle  at  both  ends,  is  rapidly  bringing 
on  old  age,  by  fatigues  that  nothing  but  a  wish  to  be  in- 
strumental in  procuring  liberty  ttt  my  country  would  make 
me  undergo.     Adieu,  my  dear  General. 

I  am,  with  the  warmest  sentimeftts,  ever  most  sincerely 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fort  George,  May  21,  177C. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  was  last  evening  honoured  with  your  Ex- 
cellency's favour  of  the  15th  instant.  I  have  sent  to  Ca- 
nada half  of  the  money  transmitted  me  by  Colonel  Gilman ; 
thirty  thousand  dollars  of  the  other  half  is  gone  to  Connecticut, 


LEVI  HOLLINGSWORTH  TO  PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

[Received  May  28,  1776.     Read  in  Congress  May  29,  1776.] 

New-London,  May  21,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  We  came  to  this  place  on  Saturday  eve- 
ning, where  we  learned  that  Commodore  Hopkins  was  at 
Newport,  in  the  Fly,  therefore  delivered  the  order  of  Con- 
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gress  to  Dante/  TilUnghast,  Esq.,  as  directed  ;  who  advised 
us  to  proceed  to  Newport,  where  we  should  meet  the  Com- 
niodore.  Sunday  evening,  we  delivered  him  the  orders. 
He  inlbmis  us  he  left  thirfy-four  of  the  cannon,  mostly  hea- 
vy, at  New-London,  and  brought  only  twelve  twenty-four 
pounders,  and  twelve  nine  jwunders  to  Newport,  wiiich 
he  delivered  to  the  Governour  of  the  Colony  and  took  liis 
receipt  for  them.  VVc  came  up  to  this  jjlace  with  him  yes- 
terday. Governour  Cooke  had  left  town  before  we  got  here, 
and  will  not  be  at  home  for  some  time.  Conmiodore  Hop- 
kins hath  applied  to  the  Governour's  Council  for  the  cannon, 
that  he  might  be  enabled  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of 
the  Congress  ;  but  they  have  refused  to  deliver  them  until 
they  have  a  hearing  in  Congress,  and  send  a  gentleman  {John 
Collins,  Esq.)  to  represent  their  situation,  in  hopes  the  canr 
non  lor  Philadelphia  will  be  ordered  to  be  sent  from  New- 
London. 

Commodore  Hojikins  will  give  us  an  order  for  twenty  can- 
non on  Governour  Trumbull,  with  which  we  shall  proceed  to 
Connecticut,  and  make  a  demand  of  them ;  though  we  fear 
with  as  little  success  as  at  this  place.  We  shall,  if  refused, 
return  to  Neivport,  and  wait  your  further  ordere,  which  we 
expect  as  soon  as  possible.  Please  to  excuse  haste.  We 
should  have  been  more  full,  but  tlie  post  hath  waited  near 
two  hours,  and  is  very  impatient. 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

Levi  Hollingsworth, 
Thomas  Richardson. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  Pennsylvania, 
in  Philadelphia. 


viest  cannon,  a  proportion  of  the  trucks,  and  as  many  large 
balls  as  can  be  spared,  which  I  left  at  New-London,  I  having 
received  an  order  of  C'ongress  for  the  same,  in  order  to 
be  sent  immediately  to  Philadelphia,  for  the  defence  of  that 
city. 

I  am,  your  humble  servant,  Esek.  Hopkins. 

To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  or,  in  his  absence, 

to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Merchant  at  New-London. 


ADMIRAL  HOPKINS  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Providence,  May  21,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  this  day  received  youi-s,  and  observe  the  contents. 
As  to  the  order  of  Congress  to  deliver  the  cannon  to  you, 
there  was  a  discretionary  power  in  me  to  stop  as  many  as 
I  thought  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  fleet ;  and  as  I  am 
still  careening  the  fleet,  I  think  it  not  safe  to  part  with  the 
cannon  before  the  ships  are  in  a  posture  of  defence.  I  yes- 
terday received  an  order  of  Congress  to  deliver  to  Messrs. 
Hollingsworth  and  Richardson,  in  order  to  be  sent  to  Phi- 
ladelphia for  the  defence  of  that  city,  twenty  of  the  heaviest 
cannon  which  I  brought  from  New-Providence ;  and  as  the 
largest  of  the  cannon  were  left  at  Nciv-London,  1  have  ac- 
cordingly given  them  an  order  on  you  for  the  same ;  and 
make  no  doubt,  as  it  is  an  express  order  of  Congress,  you 
will  deliver  the  same  without  delay. 

1  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Honour's  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  t^         t, 

Esek  Hopkins. 

Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Governour  of  Connerttcui. 


NATHANIEL    SHAW    TO    ADMIRAL    HOPKINS. 

New-London,  May  21,  1776. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  is  an  account  of  what  I  have  advanced 
the  people  belonging  to  the  fleet  for  necessaries  which  they 
could  not  do  without,  amounting  to  eighteen  pounds  fifteen 
shillings  and  eleven  pence ;  also  fifty  dollars,  which  I  have 
delivered  to  Sargeant  Hamilton  and  John  McNeal,  second 
mate  of  the  sloop  Providence,  to  pay  their  expenses  on  the 
road,  and  which  sum  they  are  to  account  with  you  for.  I 
thought  it  best  to  send  them  off,  for  they  are  now  fit  to  do 
duty,  and  they  cannot  bear  to  be  idle. 
I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jun. 
To  Admiral  Hopkins. 

captain    BIDDLE    to    admiral    HOPKINS. 

On  board  the  Andrew  Doria,  May  21,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  night  after  we  left  Newport,  being  chased  by 
a  vessel  we  took  to  be  the  Cerberus,  the  Cabot  ran  a  more 
direct  course  for  Nantucket  shoals  than  I  thought  safe  to 
do,  by  which  means  we  have  lost  company  with  her.  This 
morning  we  took  a  sloop  from  Sattertudas  to  Liverpool,  in 
Nova-Scotia.  Mr.  Brown,  my  third  mate,  to  whom  I  have 
given  charge  of  her,  will  give  you  what  further  information 
you  may  want  to  know. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,      N.  Biddle. 
To  the  Hon.  Esek  Hopkins,  Esq.,  in  Providence. 


ADMIRAL    HOPKINS    TO    NATHANIEL    SHAW.       - 

Providence,  May  21,  1776. 

Sir:  You  know  when  I  left  the  guns  at  New-London  I 
told  you,  that  if  the  Congress  sent  for  them  they  must  have 
them ;  which  you  then  said  must  be  complied  with  ;  and  as 
there  is  now  an  express  order,  without  reserve,  for  twenty  of 
the  heaviest  cannon  to  be  sent  lo  Philadelphia,  I  expect,  if 
Governour  Trumbull  is  not  at  New-London,  you  will  imme- 
diately deliver  them  to  Messrs.  Hollingsworth  and  Richard- 
son, who  are  sent  to  receive  them,  as  the  failure  may  be 
attended  with  fatal  consequences. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant,  Esek  Hopkins. 

To  Mr.  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Merchant,  New-London. 


ADMIRAL  HOPKINS  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Providence,  May  21,  1776. 

Sir  :  On  receipt  of  this  you  will  deliver  to  the  bearers, 
Messrs.  Hollingsworth  and  Richardson,  twenty  of  the  hea- 


ADHIRAL.    HOPKINS    TO   WALTER   SPOONER. 

Providence,  May  21,  1776. 

Sir:  You  will,  on  receipt  of  this,  deliver  to  Messrs.  Hol- 
lingsworth and  Richardson,  the  bomb  brig  or  schooner,  as 
they  may  think  best,  if  they  have  occasion  for  them ;  and 
if  you  can  collect  any  of  the  hands  that  belong  to  the  fleet, 
you  must  get  them  on  board  and  take  charge  of  the  vessel 
yourself,  and  follow  such  directions  as  you  shall  receive 
from  them. 

Esek  Hopkins,  Commander-in-Chief. 

To  Mr.  fValter  Spooner,  at  Neivport. 


ADMIRAL    HOPKINS   TO   JOHN    COLLINS. 

Providence,  May  21,  1776. 

Sir:  When  you  arrive  at  Philadelphia,  please  to  get 
directions  to  me,  from  Congress  or  the  Naval  Committee, 
what  I  shall  do  with  the  negro  slaves  taken  in  the  bomb 
brig,  and  what  I  shall  do  with  the  New- Providence  sloop 
which  I  took  to  bring  the  guns  to  New-London ;  and  let 
the  Congress  known  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  lo  man 
the  fleet  without  their  orders  for  shipping  men  out  of  the 
Army. 

I  am  yours,  &;c.,  Esek  Hopkins. 

To  Mr.  John  Collins. 


NEW-SALEM    (HAMPSHIRE    COUNTy)    MASSACHUSETTS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  New-Salem,  lawfully 
warned  and  regularly  assembled,  on  the  2lst  day  of  May, 
1776: 

Put  a  vote,  whether  they,  the  people,  will  stand  by  the 
Congress  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  if  they  set  up  for  In- 
dependency. 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  COLONEL  WOODFORD  TO 
GENERAL  LEWIS,  DATED  NORFOLK,  MAY  22,  1776. 

The  vigilance  of  my  guards  has  occasioned  the  enemy  to 
abandon  their  lines  at  Portsmouth.  This,  and  some  fire- 
rafts  I  was  preparing,  has  likewise  occasioned  the  fleet  to 
go  off.  They  have  thrown  over  their  salt,  burnt  the  most 
indifferent  of  their  small  craft,  and  are  all  now  below  Craney- 
Island,  except  four  ships,  which  are  opposite  the  distillery, 
but  under  way  likewise.  One  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment 
and  five  sailors  have  deserted ;  they  inform  me  they  have 
the  small-pox.  I  have  given  very  particular  orders  to  avoid 
this  evil,  if  it  be  true.     They  all  concur  ia  the  same  story, 
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and  likewise  that  the  fleet  is  bound  for  Cape-Fear ;  but  I 
doubt  whether  ray  Lord  does  not  intend  a  secret  expedition 
to  some  other  part  of  the  Colony.  I  received  the  enclosed 
letter,  and  a  list  of  prisoners,  from  Ijord  Dunmore,  and  have 
sent  orders  to  the  guard  at  Portsmouth  to  destroy  the  ene- 
my's works. 

"Ship  Dunmore,  May  22,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  Enclosed  is  a  list  of  prisoners  on  parole,  who  ought 
to  have  returned  last  Sunday.  I  therefore  think  proper  to 
inform  you  that,  if  you  do  not  order  them  to  return  to  me  on 
or  before  the  26lh  instant,  I  shall  most  certainly  not  only 
not  grant  the  same  indulgence  to  any  that  shall  hereafter 
fall  into  my  hands,  but  punish  every  man  of  them  as  they 
deserve,  if  ever  they  fall  into  my  hands  again. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"  Dunmore. 

"  To  the  Commanding-Officer  on  shore." 

"  List  of  Prisoners  on  parole,  who  ought  to  have  returned 
on  board  the  Dunmore,  the  19th  of  May,  1776:  James 
Nimmo,  John  Nimmo,  Jonathan  Woodhouse,  John  Wood- 
home,   Robertson,  Fountain,    Canttvell 

Garrison,  I'ully  Boony, Hagley, Thomp- 
son,   ■ —  King, Roberts, Taylor. " 


r 


GEORGE  MORGAN  TO  LEWIS  MORRIS. 

Pittsburgh,  May  22,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  had  the  pleasure  to  write  to  you  by  Mr. 
Boreman,  the  17th  instant,  to  which  I  refer  you  for  intelli- 
gence relative  to  Indian  affairs.  Since  then  nothing  new 
has  occurred,  except  the  enclosed  messages  from  the  Shaw- 
nese,  which  be  pleased  to  deliver  to  the  Commissioners ; 
and  as  I  expect  four  of  the  Shawnee  Chiefs  here  by  the 
10th  or  15th  oi  June  at  farthest,  and  as  many  of  the  Bela- 
wares,  with  several  of  the  Six  Nations,  if  the  treaty  at  Nia- 
gara is  over,  permit  me  to  beg  you  will  hasten  Mr.  Boreman 
back  by  that  time. 

The  gentleman  by  whom  this  goes  as  far  as  Connecochea- 
gue,  is  on  horseback,  waiting  for  it.  Please  to  send  Mrs. 
Morgan  word  of  my  being  well,  and  give  my  love  to  all 
Mr.  Lawrence's  family. 

I  am,  with  respect,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Morgan. 

To  Lewis  Morris,  Esq.,  in  Congress. 

'     P.  S.  When  you  write  to  me,  be  pleased  to  mention  the 
dates  of  the  letters  you  receive  from  me. 


MESSAGES  FROM    THE    SHAWNEES. 

Lower  Shawnee-Town,  April  24,  1776. 

The  Hard  Man  and  several  other  Chiefs  called  me  into 
Council,  and  spoke  as  follows : 

To  THE  Congress  at  Philadelphia: 

Brothers  :  Here  are  now  present  two  of  our  chiefs, 
who  were  at  the  Great  Council  last  fall  at  Pittsburgh,  when 
you  told  us  to  sit  still  and  to  live  in  peace.  We  listened  to 
you,  and  think  of  nothing  else ;  nor  do  we  desire  anything 
else;  and  as  the  road  between  us  has  been  opened  and 
lately  cleared,  we  desire  it  may  remain  open  and  clear  for 
our  young  men  and  yours  to  pass  and  repass  whenever  they 
please.  And  as  you  desired  us  last  fall,  at  the  Great  Coun- 
cil, not  to  let  go  the  chain  of  friendship,  but  to  hold  it  fast, 
even  though  one  or  two  foolish  young  men  may  do  what  is 
wrong,  so  we  now  desire  you  to  be  strong  and  do  the  same, 
and  that  you  will  not  listen  to  foolish  stories,  as  you  desire 
we  will  not. 

Brothers  :  As  it  was  your  desire  that  we  should  restore 
the  prisoners  we  had  among  us,  we  have  spent  the  greatest 
part  of  the  winter  in  getting  them  together,  and  have  sent 
them  to  Pittsburgh,  from  whence  we  daily  expect  our  peo- 
ple who  went  to  conduct  them  there.  We  have  not  had 
time  to  think  of  anything  else.  We  expect  they  will  bring 
us  some  news  from  you  ;  but  if  they  do  not,  we  shall  con- 
tinue to  sit  still,  until  we  hear  from  you  again. 

Brothers  of  Virginia:  You  told  us  to  send  you  all 
your  flesh  and  blood.  All  that  we  could  catch  we  have 
sent  to  you  ;  but  some  have  run  away,  and  others  we  have 
since  collected.     We  will  deliver  them  all  up  when  they 


are  called  for.  You  told  us  last  fall  to  expect  to  see  you  at 
Pittsburgh  this  spring,  where  you  would  finish  an  everlast- 
ing peace  with  us.  This  we  still  look  for,  and  wait  to  hear 
from  you. 

Brothers  of  the  United  Colonies:  We  hear  bad 
reports  often,  but  we  will  believe  nothing  but  what  comes 
from  the  Congress. 

After  I  had  left  the  towns  and  came  about  twelve  miles, 
the  White  Fish  sent  a  messenger  after  mc  to  go  back,  which 
I  did,  April  26th,  1776.  The  Chiefs  then  took  me  to  the 
Council,  and  desired  me  to  write  down  their  following  Mes- 
sage to  the  Congress : 

Brothers  :  The  JVhite  Fish,  one  of  our  head  chiefs,  is 
just  returned  from  the  M-yandot  town,  where  there  were 
several  nations  met  in  Council,  and  we  all  determined  to  sit 
still  and  not  to  meddle  in  your  quarrel.  We  will  only  look 
at  you.  Brothers.  We  shall  be  glad  if  you  send  no  array 
to  Detroit,  nor  suffer  any  to  cross  the  Ohio ;  for  the  com- 
mandant at  Detroit  tells  us  the  same  that  you  did,  viz:  to 
sit  still  and  not  to  intermeddle  in  the  quarrel  between  you. 
You  may  rest  satisfied  we  will  sit  still  and  mind  our  hunt- 
ing. 

Brothers:  Two  of  our  grandfathers,  the  Delawares, 
arrived  here  this  day  from  the  Wahache.  They  tell  us  the 
Indians  there  have  heard  from  you,  through  the  Cherokee 
Council,  and  are  desirous  to  take  hold  of  your  chain  of 
friendship,  and  to  listen  to  none  but  you,  and  particularly 
as  you  have  assured  us  that  none  of  your  people  shall  cross 
the  Ohio,  or  settle  on  any  of  our  lands.  This  declaration 
gives  pleasure  to  us  all,  and  we  desire  you  to  be  strong  in  it. 
We  expect  to  hear  from  you,  and,  till  then,  shall  sit  still. 

Certified  by  me  at  Pittsburgh,  the  19th  day  of  May,  1776. 

William  Wilson. 


COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETV  TO  THE  COMMITTEES  OF  INSPEC- 
TION AND  OBSERVATION  IN  THE  SEVERAL,  COUNTIES  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  ? 
May  22,  1776.      5 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  under  frequent  necessity  of  ad- 
dressing you  upon  subjects  of  publick  concern,  of  which  the 
present  is  not  the  most  important.  It  is  upon  occasion  of 
the  uneasiness  and  dissatisfaction  that  we  are  told  have  pre- 
vailed in  some  parts  of  the  country  on  account  of  the  high 
prices  to  which  many  of  the  imported  articles  of  merchan- 
dise, and  some  necessaries  of  life,  have  advanced.  But 
before  we  proceed  further,  it  is  proper  to  declare  our  opinion 
that  the  scarcity  productive  of  these  high  prices  is  not  an 
artificial  but  a  real  one,  proceeding  from  the  late  absolute 
prohibitions  of  one  important  branch  of  our  trade,  and  the 
risk  and  danger  which  have  attended  every  other.  From 
whatever  source  a  general  discontent  arises,  it  cannot  fail, 
in  this  critical  season  of  our  affairs,  to  have  the  worst  con- 
sequences ;  but  in  our  capacity  as  guardians,  in  some  mea- 
sure, of  the  publick  welfare,  it  would  give  us  infinite  satis- 
faction if  the  evil  in  question,  which  will  be  removed  with 
better  times,  could  be  referred  to  its  true  cause — the  pecu- 
liar situation  in  which  this  country  is  placed,  rather  than 
to  a  general  inclination  in  individual  traders  to  rapaciousness 
and  extortion.  If  even  it  should  be  supposed  that  avarice 
has  no  small  share  in  producing  this  complaint,  this,  although 
highly  blameable,  should  be  patiently  submitted  to ;  for  at 
what  time,  or  in  what  country,  have  there  not  been  some 
sordid  minds,  ready  to  prey  upon  the  publick  necessities? 
Such  disposition  to  extortion  may,  indeed,  be  but  too  com- 
mon ;  we  find  it  prevails  where  at  least  one  of  the  motives 
to  it  mentioned  above  cannot  be  pretended  :  we  have  seen 
one  of  the  articles  of  our  own  produce — flax,  lately  raised  in 
price  to  twice  its  former  value.  We  know  not  where  a  reme- 
dy can  be  applied,  for  a  knowledge  of  human  nature  should 
teach  us  that  so  inordinate  and  crafty  a  vice  as  avarice  has 
ways  to  elude  all  the  force  and  restraints  of  authority ;  and 
truly,  in  such  cases,  the  interposition  of  power  would  some 
times  produce  more  mischievous  consequences  than  the  evil 
it  affected  to  cure. 

We  lament  as  the  greatest  misfortune  any  cause  that  has 
a  tendency  to  sow  discord  among  us,  and  promote  dissen- 
sion, at  a  time  when  nothing  short  of  the  closest  union  can 
save  us  from  destruction  ;  we  lament  that  clamours  should 
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be  excited  where  they  cannot  but  be  unavailable ;  we  would 
rather  our  countrymen  should  consider  whether  tlie  real, 
although  temporary,  inconvenience  they  now  feel  may  not, 
by  care  and  industry,  be  converted  into  as  real  and  perma- 
nent benefits ;  it  may,  if  rightly  improved,  teach  us  the  arts 
of  supplying  our  own  wants  by  our  own  hands.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  excessive  deamess  of  foreign  linens,  probably 
we  should  not  have  the  present  prospect  of  relief  in  that 
article  which  the  abundant  quantities  of  flaxseed  lately  sown 
aflbrd  us.  Happily,  there  are  few  wants  which  this  country 
cannot  of  itself  supply  ;  if  we  look  about  us,  every  farm  can 
aflbrd  some  substitute  for  almost  every  necessary  article  that 
is  now  imported ;  these  need  not  be  pointed  out,  being  well 
known. 

These  are  the  sentiments  which  alone  can  produce  a 
cheerful  acquiescence  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
our  affairs,  and  a  determined  spirit  of  exertion  to  resist  the 
efforts  of  tyranny  ;  such  sentiments  we  expect  will  be  incul- 
cated by  all  men  of  understanding  and  influence  in  their  re- 
spective neighbourhoods  ;  and  such,  we  make  no  doubt,  from 
your  publick  duty,  as  well  as  from  your  patriotism  and  well- 
known  attachment  to  the  common  cause,  you  will  lose  no 
opportunity  whatever  to  exercise. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

George  Clymek,  Chairman. 


BUCKS    county    (PENNSYLVANIA)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Bucks  County,  May  22,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  those  Townships  in 
this  County  who  have  not  already  elected  persons  to  take 
up  the  Arms  of  Non-Associators,  agreeable  to  a  late  resolve 
of  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  be  requested  to  meet  on 
Saturday,  the  8th  of  June  next,  and  choose  three  persons 
for  that  purpose  ;  and  that  the  members  of  this  Board  who 
inhabit  in  such  Townships  will  advertise  this  resolve  at  some 
of  the  most  publick  places  in  their  Townships,  with  the 
hour  and  place  of  meeting ;  and  it  is  recommended  that  the 
pei-sons  who  shall  be  so  chosen,  together  with  those  chosen 
already,  join  in  Districts,  to  execute  the  said  resolve  of 
Assembly,  in  the  following  order,  viz  :  Bristol,  Falls,  Mid- 
dletown;  JSewtown,  Loicer-Makefield,  Vpper-Makejield ; 
Milford,  Haycock,  Richland;  Bensalem,  Southampton, 
Northampton;  Wrightstown,  Buckingham,  Solesbury;  New- 
Britain,  Rockhill,  Hillstoum ;  Warmitister,  Warwick,  War- 
rington; Plumstead,  Bedminster,  Tinnicum;  Springfield, 
Nockamixon,  Durham. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Joseph  Hakt,  Chairman. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    PUTNAM. 

Amboy,  May  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  last  night,  with  the  despatches 
from  Canada,  came  to  my  hands  at  Woodbridge  this  morn- 
ing. I  wish  that  the  information  given  you  by  Captain 
Goforth,  respecting  the  number  of  prisoners  taken,  may 
prove  true.  What  he  told  you  about  the  enemy's  not 
having  sallied  out  differs  widely  from  General  Thomas's 
account  of  that  affair. 

You  will  please  to  give  every  assistance  which  General 
Schuyler  requires  that  may  be  in  your  power ;  and  lest  you 
may  not  have  kept  a  copy  of  his  letter,  I  will  transcribe  that 
paragraph  which  contains  his  demands :  "  Intrenching  tools 
of  every  kind  will  be  wanted,  more  powder,  lead,  and  can- 
non ball,  and  guns  for  the  vessels  on  Lake  Champlain; 
rigging,  sailcloth,  and  sailmakers  to  be  sent  up." 

For  intrenching  tools,  rigging,  sailcloth,  and  sailmakers,  I 
would  have  you  apply  immediately  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, who  will  probably  be  able  to  })i-ocure  them  for  you ; 
some  of  the  members  mentioned  to  me  that  they  could  pro- 
cure a  quantity  of  tools,  of  which  you  will  send  off'  as  many 
as  you  can  spare  ;  you  must  take  care  not  to  leave  yourself 
destitute.  I  sent  five  tons  of  lead  forward  which  General 
Schuyler  knew  not  of;  however,  1  would  have  you  examine 
what  quantity  there  is  in  store,  and,  if  you  can  spare  it,  send 
up  two  tons  more.  As  to  the  cannon-ball  and  guns,  you  will 
consult  with  Colonel  Knox,  who  must  judge  what  sort  of 
each  is  necessary,  and  send  them  up  with  the  other  articles. 
I  have  already  spoken  to  the  Commissary-General  to  send 


oft'  as  much  salt  provisions  as  he  could,  but  you  must  urge 
him  on  this  head,  as  they  are  in  very  great  want  and  have 
no  other  place  to  depend  on  but  wiiat  goes  from  Netc-York ; 
he  must  lay  in  all  he  can  get  to  supply  the  quantity  which 
he  sends  up,  for  he  must  take  care  to  keep  up  his  stock. 

It  was  a  misfortune  indeed  that  the  vessel  with  powder 
and  arms  should  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands.  Let  the  Com- 
mittee, by  all  means,  have  the  periaugur  to  cruise  oft'  the 
back  of  the  Island  ;  tlio  sooner  she  is  out  the  better,  as 
more  vessels  with  those  articles  may  be  daily  expected. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  General  Putnam. 

P.  S.  Please  to  forward  the  enclosed  by  the  first  express, 
or  the  post,  which  goes  to  Albany.  Send  two  tons  of  pow- 
der, which  will  serve  until  we  can  find  a  further  supply. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Amboy,  May  22,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Congress  having  been  pleased  to  request  my 
attendance  at  Philadelphia,  to  advise  with  them  on  the  situa- 
tion of  our  aff'aii's,  and  of  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary 
to  adopt  for  this  campaign,  1  had  got  thus  far  on  my  journey 
when  I  called  to  view  the  ground,  and  such  places  on  Sta- 
ten-Island  contiguous  to  it  as  may  be  proper  for  works  of 
defence,  when  your  favour  of  the  16th  instant,  with  its 
several  enclosures,  came  to  hand.  . 

1  am  exceedingly  concerned  for  the  distress  of  our  troops 
in  Canada;  and,  as  I  informed  you  heretofore,  have  been 
very  importunate  with  the  Commissary  to  forward  all  the 
provisions  in  his  power ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  has 
sent  a  great  deal  on,  and  I  shall  repeat  iny  orders,  and 
enjoin  him  to  continue  his  supplies  as  largely  and  expedi- 
tiously as  possible. 

I  wrote  you  on  the  17th  instant,  and  am  hopeful  the 
twenty-seven  and  a  half  casks  of  nails,  which  were  all  that 
could  be  got,  with  the  five  tons  of  lead,  then  sent,  will  have 
reached  you  or  got  to  Albany,  from  whence  they  will  be  for- 
warded ;  and  in  a  letter  to  General  Putnam  have  directed 
him  to  examine  our  stock  of  the  latter,  and  to  furnish  you 
with  a  further  quantity  if  it  can  be  spared  ;  at  Philadelphia 
I  will  try  to  get  a  supply  ;  I  have  also  directed  him  to  send 
you  two  tons  more  of  powder,  and  such  intrenching  tools  as 
can  possibly  be  spared,  or  procured  from  the  Convention  in 
consequence  of  an  application  I  made  two  or  three  days- 
since ;  we  are  deficient  in  these,  not  having  a  sufficiency  to 
carry  on  the  works  for  the  defence  of  New-  York  with  the 
expedition  I  wish,  or  the  exigency  of  the  times  demands. 
In  respect  to  cannon-shot  and  guns  for  the  vessels  on  the 
Lake,  I  have  requested  him  to  consult  with  Colonel  Knox, 
and  with  the  Convention  about  sailcloth.  Sic,  and  if  any  of 
them  can  be  spared  or  procured,  that  they  be  immediately 
sent  to  you. 

Our  situation  respecting  the  Indians  is  delicate  and  em- 
barrassing ;  they  are  attached  to  Johnson,  who  is  our  enemy. 
Policy  and  prudence,  on  the  one  hand,  suggest  the  necessity 
of  seizing  him,  and  every  friend  of  Government ;  on  the 
other,  if  he  is  apprehended,  there  will  be  danger  of  incurring 
their  resentment.  I  hope  the  Committee  will  conduct  the 
matter  in  the  least  exceptionable  manner,  and  in  that  way 
that  shall  most  advance  the  publick  good. 

I  observe  by  the  minutes  of  the  Council  of  War,  General 
Thomas's  letter,  and  that  of  Messrs.  Carroll  and  Chase  to 
Doctor  Franklin,  that  our  troops  cannot  make  a  stand  at 
Deschambault,  as  I  had  hoped ;  1  wish  it  were  practicable, 
for  most  certainly  the  lower  down  the  river  we  can  maintain 
our  post  the  more  important  will  be  the  advantages  resulting 
from  it,  considering  all  the  country  below  us  as  lost,  and 
that  there  may  be  some  prospect  of  gaining  that  above,  from 
whence  we  might  draw  supplies  in  some  degree,  and  have 
the  friendship  and  assistance  of  the  inhabitants.  It  is  cer- 
tain we  should  make  a  stand  as  low  down  as  we  can,  so  as 
not  to  have  a  retreat  cut  off"  in  case  of  necessity,  or  an  op- 
portunity of  receiving  provisions ;  but,  unacquainted  as  I  am 
with  the  country,  I  cannot  undertake  to  say  where  it  should 
be.  Not  doubting  and  hoping  that  everything  for  the  best 
will  be  done,  I  am,  Sic, 

George  Washington. 
To  General  Schuyler. 
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CAPTAIN    ROGERS    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Sloop  Montgomery,  Little  Egg-Harbour,  May  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  yesterday  put  in  here  to  wood  and  fill 
up  our  water,  which  are  now  about,  and  shall  sail  again  to- 
morrow, wind  and  weather  permitting.  On  the  5th  instant 
we  brought  to  a  schooner,  Captain  Casey,  from  SaltatuJas, 
bound  for  Rhode-Island,  who  informed  me  that  on  the  1st 
of  May,  in  latitude  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes,  longi- 
tude seventy-one  degrees,  he  saw  eight  sail  of  ships  standing 
to  the  northward,  but  what  they  were  he  could  not  tell. 
The  6th  of  May  we  were  cruising  off  Montauk ;  we  saw  a 
sail  in  the  offing,  and  gave  chase ;  she  stood  from  us ;  the 
day  being  thick  and  hazy,  we  came  in  about  a  league  of 
her,  when  we  discovered  that,  although  she  seemed  to  be 
running  from  us  with  topgallant-sails  set,  her  courses  were 
hauled  up,  and  staysails  all  down ;  the  weather  clearing  a 
little  off,  we  saw  she  was  a  ship-o(-war ;  we  then  gave  over 
chase  and  hove  to,  as  we  were  between  her  and  the  land. 
But  no  sooner  than  she  saw  that  we  gave  over  chase,  she 
gave  chase  to  us,  and  followed  us  round  Montauk ;  we  hauled 
close  aboard  of  a  reef  that  lies  within  Montauk ;  she  then 
gave  over  chase,  and  stood  out  again.  From  a  Block-Island 
fishing-boat  that  I  spoke,  I  was  informed  that  there  was  a 
ship  of  twenty-eight  guns,  and  a  brig  of  fourteen  guns,  cruis- 
ing off  there  ;  that  they  had  been  on  shore  on  the  Island  and 
filled  water,  about  the  20lh  or  2Ist  of  April.  We  have  not 
been  into  any  of  the  inlets  on  the  back  o(  Long -Island ;  but 
we  sounded  one  with  the  boat,  and  found  thirteen  feet  water 
over  the  bar  at  about  half  ebb.  The  18th  we  were  off 
Sandy-Hook;  saw  but  two  ships  in  the  bay  ;  they  did  not 
send  anything  out  after  us,  which  we  expected  they  would. 
I  expected  to  find  the  schooner  Putnam  on  this  coast,  but 
have  not  seen  or  heard  anything  of  her;  we  have  not  seen 
a  sail  of  any  kind  since  we  left  cruising  ofT  Montauk  but 
the  ships  we  saw  in  at  Sandy-Hook.  When  we  go  out 
again,  expect  to  cruise  towards  Cape-May.  Our  ship's 
company  are  all  well  and  hearty.     I  remain,  he, 

William  Rogers, 
Captaip,  of  the  armed  sloop  Montgomery. 

To  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  City  of  New-York. 


P.  S.  We  are  also  of  opinion  that  William  Ervin,  for 
First  Lieutenant,  Joshua  Myrick,  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
James  Ervin,  Ensign,  are  very  suitable  and  worthy  men  to 
fill  up  the  offices  aforesaid,  in  case  Captain  Drake  should 
obtain  a  warrant. 

Thomas  Palmer. 

James  Rosekrans,  Captain. 

Abraham  Swartwolt,  Captain. 

John  Belknap,  Captain. 

Eli  Parsons,  Ueutenant. 

Henry  Pawling,  Lieutenant. 

David  Hcnter,  Ensign. 

Joseph  Balding,  Ensign. 

Simeon  Tryon,  Lieutenant. 

Zacharias  Hasbrouck,  Lieut. 

Thomas  Lee,  Lieutenant. 

Daniel  Lawrence,  Lieutenant. 

Nehemiah  Carpenter,  Q.  M. 


LEVI    pawling   to   NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Marbletown,  May  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received  a  return,  a  few  days  ago,  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  town  of  Rochester, 
setting  forth  that  Zachariah  Rosekrans,  late  Ensign  in  Cap- 
lain  Joakim  Schoonmaker's  Company,  had  resigned,  and  that 
the  Committee  had  ordered  an  election  for  choosing  another 
Ensign  for  said  company,  which  was  done,  and  that  Moses 
Depue,  Jun.,  was  duly  elected  by  the  company  for  the  office 
aforesaid  ;  I  therefore  desire  that  the  said  Moses  Depue,  Jun., 
may  be  commissioned  to  be  an  Ensign  in  the  said  Captain 
Joakim  Schoonmaker' s  Company ;  and  your  compliance, 
gentlemen,  will  oblige  your  very  humble  servant, 

Levi  Pawling. 

captain  rosekrans  and  others  to  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Fort  Montgomery,  May  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  bearer  hereof,  Captain  Uriah  Drake, 
having  signified  to  us,  the  subscribers,  that  in  case  it  might 
be  the  resolution  of  the  Continental  or  Provincial  Congress 
to  raise  any  more  forces  in  this  Province  for  the  standing 
Army  this  season,  he  was  desirous  of  obtaining  a  warrant 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  company ;  we,  therefore,  hereby 
certify  that  we  have  been  acquainted  with  him  near  two 
months  at  this  post,  and  have  taken  notice  of  his  conduct 
with  respect  to  the  discipline  and  manners  of  the  little  com- 
pany of  Minute-men  he  has  commanded  here,  and  think 
him  a  worthy,  good  officer,  very  deserving  of  a  warrant  for 
raising  a  company,  if  necessary.     We  are,  *tc., 

Thomas  Palmer. 

James  Rosekrans,  Captain. 

Eli  Parsons,  Lieutenant. 

Abraham  Swartwout,  Captain. 

John  Belknap,  Captain. 

Henry  Pawling,  Lieutenant. 

David  Hunter,  Ensign. 

Joseph  Balding,  Ensign, 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress. 
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WILLIAM    ELLSWORTH   TO    NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Kingston,  May  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  As  per  enclosed,  the  Committee  sends  you 
two  copies  of  the  examinations  oi  James  and  Lemuel  Mon- 
ger, concerning  the  counterfeiting  and  passing  bills  of  credit 
of  the  Continental  emission,  Provincial  Congress  emission, 
and  Connecticut  emission.  In  the  examination  is  a  full  con- 
fession of  what  they  have  made  and  done.  The  originals  we 
have  thought  proper  to  keep  until  further  order  respecting 
the  matter  from  the  Continental  Congress  or  the  Provincial 
Congress.  If  the  gentlemen  think  proper,  please  to  report 
the  same  to  the  Continental  Congress,  that  the  Committee 
of  Kingston  may  know  what  to  do  therein  ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  should  be  glad  to  receive  the  advice  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  what  to  do. 

Mr.  Godfrey  Haines,  who  was  sent  here,  has  made  his 
escape  from  us  last  week.  He  happened  to  fall  sick  while 
in  jail,  and  made  application  to  us  to  come  out  of  close  con- 
finement, and  to  have  the  liberty  of  the  house  until  he  got 
better ;  and  before  we  imagined  that  he  would  attempt  it, 
he  made  his  escape. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

William  Ellsworth,  Chairman. 

To  the  President  of  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress,  or 
in  the  recess,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty in  the  City  of  New-York. 

Whereas  Lemuel  Monger,  of  Frederickslmrgh  Precinct, 
in  Dutchess  County,  being  apprehended  by  virtue  of  a  pre- 
cept of  the  Committee  of  Rumbout's  Precinct,  directed  to 
Lieutenant  Henry  Wyckhoff,  bearing  date  the  11th  day  of 
May,  1776,  and  brought  before  the  Committee  of  Safety 
and  Obseuration  of  the  town  of  Kingston  on  Monday,  the 
13th  day  of  May,  1776,  by  their  order,  and  received  by 
this  Committee  of  Kingston;  they  proceeded  to  examine 
said  Monger  touching  and  concerning  the  counterfeiting 
bills  of  credit  of  the  Continental  emission. 

Lemuel  Monger  saith  :  That  about  the  1st  day  of  April 
last,  said  Lemuel  Monger  received  forty  shillings  lawful  of 
the  Connecticut  bills  of  credit,  of  his  brother,  James  Monger, 
in  order  to  change  it  at  Caleb  Frost's,  for  one  six-shilling 
lawful  of  the  Connecticut  emission,  and  other  bills  of  the 
Continental  emission  of  small  denomination,  each  one  dollar ; 
but  does  not  know  that  there  were  any  of  a  greater  denomi- 
nation ;  and  understood,  by  broad  hints  his  brother  James 
Monger  gave  him,  (the  said  Lemuel  Monger,)  that  he  knew 
he  (the  said  James  Monger)  wanted  the  small  bills  of  different 
emissions  in  order  to  counterfeit  them.  Soon  after,  the  said 
James  Monger  came  to  the  house  of  the  examinant,  and 
told  the  examinant  he  would  go  over  the  North  River,  in 
Ulster  County,  to  one  Jacob  Degremore,  to  discharge  one 
forty  pound  note  which  the -said  Lemuel  Monger,  the  ex- 
aminant, owed  the  said  Degremore ;  and,  also,  one  other 
note  of  fifteen  pounds,  which  the  examinant  owed  to  one 
James  King,  for  which  James  Monger  was  to  have  one  half 
of  the  examinant's  farm,  to  pay  off  the  above-mentioned 
note  of  forty  pounds. 

And  the  examinant  further  saith  that  he,  the  examinant, 
knew  that  the  money  his  brother  James  Monger  paid  to  Ja- 
cob Degremore  was  counterfeit  money,  except  four  pounds ; 
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and  after  James  Monger  returned  from  Degrcmore's,  told 
the  exaininant  tliat  lie  liad  paid  said  Dcspremore  three  hills 
of  the  Continental  emission,  three  hills  of  thirty  dollars  each, 
(being  counterfeited.)  and  returned  three  bills  to  the  exami- 
nant.  towit:  one  twenty  dollar  bill,  one  ten  dollar  bill  of 
the  Province  emission,  and  one  forty  shilling  bill  of  Connec- 
ticut emission,  all  three  counterfeit.  The  said  James  Mon- 
ger told  the  examinant  that  there  was  no  danger  in  passing 
the  above-mentioned  bills,  because  there  was  not  mentioned 
on  the  bills  that  it  was  death  to  counterfeit  the  bills  of  the 
Continental  emission.  Some  time  after  the  examinant 
had  received  of  James  Monger,  he,  the  examinant,  went  to 
Poughkeepsie,  and  offered  the  counterfeit  bills  to  John 
Giles,  to  discharge  a  note  of  fifteen  pounds  which  the  ex- 
aminant owed  to  James  King.  John  Giles  refused  to  re- 
ceive the  money  of  the  examinant,  aad  told  the  examinant 
that  the  bills  were  counterfeit.  The  examinant  took  said 
counterfeit  bills,  and  returned  them  again  unto  his  brother, 
James  Monger.     And  further  saith  not. 

Lemuel  Monger. 
A  true  copy  of  jhe  original : 

William  Ellsworth,  Chairman. 

The  Examination  oi  James  Monger,  taken  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  and  Observation  of  the  town  oi  Kingston, 
in  Ulster  County,  the  13th  day  o(  May,  1776,  touching 
counterfeit  money  of  the  Continental  emission,  and  of  the 
Connecticut  emission. 

The  examinant,  James  Monger,  saith  :  That  in  Janiiary 
last  he  had  a  lawsuit  with  the  widow  Rachel  Seryn,  and 
being  involved  into  difficulties  occasioned  by  that  lawsuit, 
and  not  knowing  how  to  extricate  himself  thereof,  began  to 
consider  about  it,  and  concluded  and  determined  to  coun- 
terfeit money;  and  was  possessed  of  one  two-dollar  bill  of 
the  Continental  emission,  and  made  a  ten-dollar  bill  of  it, 
and  passed  it  away  to  Mr.  Philip  Van  Cortlandt  some  time 
in  January  last ;  and  also  counterfeited  a  bill,  one  of  the 
Connecticut  emission,  and  passed  the  same  to  Samuel  Pe- 
ters, Esq.,  some  time  in  February  last ;  and  also  counter- 
feited another  bill  of  Connecticut  emission,  and  passed  it  to 
John  Teller  in  ^ril  last ;  and  also  another  bill,  which  he 
passed  to  Caleb  Frost,  of  forty  shillings,  which  he  counter- 
feited some  time  in  April  last ;  which  several  acts  of  passing 
the  money  counterfeited  by  me,  encouraged  and  animated 
me  to  continue  the  business;  and  for  that  purpose  pro- 
cured several  bills  of  the  Continental  emission,  of  the  small- 
est denomination,  to  carry  on  the  trade  or  business  of  coun- 
terfeiting, and  also  of  the  Connecticut  emission,  for  the  same 
purpose ;  and  in  April  last,  counterfeited  several  bills  of 
small  denomination,  and  offered  my  brother,  Lemuel  Mon- 
ger, to  pay  his  debts  with  the  counterfeit  money  to  Jacob 
Degremore ;  for  which  purpose  I  agreed  with  my  brother 
to  go  over  the  iVor^A  River,  in  Ulster  County,  to  discharge 
a  debt  which  my  brother  owed  to  Jacob  DegrStnore ;  and 
acccordingly  went  and  paid  Jacob  Degremore  three  thirty- 
dollar  bills,  all  counterfeited  by  me,  and  got  my  brother's 
note,  and  returned  home  by  the  way  of  Warvdck ;  and 
when  I  came  home,  I  went  to  my  brother  and  gave  him  three 
counterfeit  bills,  to  wit :  one  of  twenty  dollars,  one  of  ten 
dollars,  and  one  of  forty  shillings,  Connecticut,  in  order  to 
discharge  a  debt  my  hmi\Kv  Lemuel  Monger  owed  to  James 
King,  of  fifteen  pounds,  which  was  in  lawyer  John  Giles's 
hands,  at  Poughkeepsie ;  and  my  brother,  some  time  after 
he  had  received  the  last  above-mentioned  bills  from  me, 
went  to  Poughkeepsie,  to  John  Giles  the  lawyer,  and  offered 
to  pass  the  counterfeit  bills  he  had  from  me  to  Mr.  John 
Giles,  which  Mr.  Giles  refused  to  take ;  and  returned  home 
again,  and  redelivered  the  counterfeit  bills  to  me  ;  and  further 
saith  not. 

James  Monger. 
A  true  copy  of  the  original : 

William  Ellsworth,  Chairman. 


gade  Major.  In  consequence  of  which,  the  Committee  so 
chosen  previously  notified  the  Committee  o(  Charlotte  Coun- 
ty, by  a  letter  directed  to  the  Chairman  thereof,  of  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting,  but  had  no  return. 

Your  Honour's  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Joel  Matthews. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committees  of  the  Counties  of  Cum- 
berland  and  Gloucester,  appointed  to  nominate  a  Brigadier- 
General  and  a  Brigade  Major,  at  Windsor,  on  Wednesday, 
the  2)id  day  of  May,  1776  :  made  choice  of  Colonel  Joseph 
Marsh  as  Chairman,  and  Major  Joel  Matthews  Clerk  ;  then 
proceeded  and  made  choice  of  Colonel  Jacob  Bayley  as 
Brigadier-General,  and  Simon  Stevens,  Esq.,  as  Brigade  Ma- 
jor, of  said  Counties. 

Voted,  That  the  Return  of  the  above  nominations  be  sent 
by  Colonel  Marsh  to  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress, 
who  is  authorized  to  represent  this  Committee  at  Congress. 
A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes.    By  order: 

Joseph  Marsh,  Chairman. 
Joel  Matthews,  Clerk. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress. 


JOEL   MATTHEWS    TO   NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Windsor,  May  22,  1776. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  honourable  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  New-York,  the  Committees  of  Safety  for  the  Coun- 
ties of  CumAerZand  and  Gloucester,  appointed  a  Committee  of 
three  out  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  each  County,  for 
a  Committee  to  nominate  a  Brigadier-Genei-al  and  a  Bri- 


committee's  kepokt  or  governour   Skene's   examina- 
tion, ETC. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Governour  and  the  Council  of  the 

Colony  of  Connecticut,  convened  at  Hartford. 
May  it  please  your  Honours : 

Pursuant  to  your  Honours'  orders  and  directions  given  us, 
two  of  the  Committee,  taking  with  them  a  constable,  went 
immediately  to  Governour  Skene's  lodgings,  found  the  door 
of  his  room  locked,  and  said  Skene  not  at  home;  and 
leaving  one  of  said  Committee  to  guard  the  room,  the 
others  proceeded  after  Governour  Skene  ;  found  him  return- 
ing home  from  this  side  of  the  river,  and  brought  him  before 
the  Committee.  He  was  asked  if  he  had  carried  on  any 
correspondence  with  those  who  were  enemies  to  America. 
He  answered,  that  the  engagements  he  had  laid  himself 
under  by  his  parole,  he  had  sacredly  kept ;  that  he  had  no 
papers  but  what  concerned  his  private  affairs,  which  had 
passed  the  inspection  of  the  Congress ;  that  he  had  the 
keys  in  his  pocket,  and  was  willing  to  show  us  his  papers ; 
that  if  he  had  any  obnoxious  papers,  we  might  depend  on 
it  we  should  not  find  them  ;  and  if  we  accused  him,  he  was 
an  Englishman,  and  we  must  prove  it. 

He  was  asked  if  he  knew  beforehand  anything  of  his 
negro  being  about  to  be  chosen  Governour  by  the  negroes, 
and  whether  he  had  directly  or  indirectly  any  hand  in  bring- 
ing it  to  pass.  He  answered,  that  he  did  not  know  miything 
of  it  except  some  words  that  passed  between  William  Wil- 
liamson and  his  negro  a  day  or  two  before,  which  he  took 
to  be  jocose ;  and  that  he  had  no  hand  in  bringing  it  to  pass, 
directly  nor  indirectly.  He  was  asked  if  he  did  not  give 
his  negro  money  to  make  a  treat,  &c.,  for  the  negroes.  He 
answered,  that  he  gave  his  negro  a  half-joe  to  keep  election 
with  ;  and  that  he  was  not  at  Mr.  Knox's  on  Friday  even- 
ing, after  the  election,  when  they  had  their  treat,  and  that 
he  knew  nothing  about  it ;  that  on  Friday,  he  heard  that 
the  negroes  had  chosen  his  negro  their  Governour;  he 
feared  it  would  excite  jealousies,  and  avoided  speaking  to 
him  for  fear  of  suspicion  :  and  declared  upon  his  honour 
that  he  had  no  papers  about  him. 

Then  the  negixj  was  examined,  who  told  us  that  one  Har- 
per, a  negro  fellow,  first  mentioned  to  him  about  his  being 
Governour ;  that  he  did  say,  that  if  the  negroes  would  choose 
him  Governour,  he  would  give  a  treat  of  twenty  dollai-s ; 
and  that  it  had  cost  him  five-and-twenty  dollars.  He  de- 
clared that  none_of  the  regular  officers  or  soldiers  ever  said 
anything  to  him  about  it ;  that  there  was  no  plot  nor  scheme ; 
that  what  he  said  and  did  was  of  his  own  head  merely,  as  a 
piece  of  diversion,  and  that  he  meant  no  harm  to  the  coun- 
try ;  that  he  had  never  seen  an  election ;  undei-stood  they 
chose  a  Governour  every  year,  so  he  thought  he  would  set 
up  for  it.  He  was  asked  where  he  got  the  twenty-five 
dollars.  He  said  he  had  them  of  his  own  earnings,  got 
by  going  in  a  vessel  upon  the  lakes,  where  he  had  certain 
perquisites  which  brought  him  in  a  great  many  dollars, 
which  he  was  allowed  to  keep.     He  said  he  had  a  paper 
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which  Governour  Cuff  gave  him,  appointing  him  Gover- 
nour,  wiiich  was  at  home  in  his  coat  pocket,  and  was  willing 
to  show  it. 

One  of  the  Committee  kept  Governour  Skene's  room  all 
night.  Next  morning,  Colonel  Wadsworih  and  Captain 
JVadsworth  went  over  with  him,  unlocked  his  door,  and 
found  his  trunk  of  papers  gone  ;  of  which  said  Skene  seemed 
to  he  ignorant.  Upon  which  they  searched  the  other  rooms, 
and  the  garret,  and  did  not  find  it.  Presently  tVilliams 
searched  a  hole  in  the  garret,  behind  the  chimney,  and  there 
found  the  trunk ;  brought  and  gave  it  to  Governour  Skene, 
who  made  strange  of  it,  and  said  he  supposed  that  his  negro, 
upon  the  alarm  they  had  the  other  day,  thinking  that  his 
papers  were  about  to  be  searched,  had  hid  the  trunk.  The 
Committee  searched  the  papers,  which  Governour  Skene 
very  frankly  offered,  and  no  letters  were  found,  except  one 
found  among  his  clothes  (rom  Hugh  Wallace,  o(  ^ew- York, 
dated  August  2,  1775 ;  also  found  one  lying  on  the  table, 
from  said  Wallace,  dated  December  21,  1775,  superscribed 
To  Mr.  Joseph  Webb,  Weathersfield,  which  we  herewith  lay 
before  your  Honoui-s,  with  the  paper  appointing  his  negro 
Governour,*  which  was  written  by  Neam,  a  Regular  ser- 
geant, that  keeps  at  William  Lord's. 

We  examined  Slcene's  negro  further:  how  many  trunks 
his  master  had  that  he  kept  papers  in.  He  said  one.  Asked 
him  of  what  colour  it  was,  and  which  he  described  rightly. 
We  asked  him  how  he  came  to  hide  it.  He  constantly  de- 
nied he  ever  did.  We  asked  him  how  his  master  came  by 
the  paper  Cuff  gave  him.  He  declared  he  left  it  in  his 
pocket,  and  knew  not  how  he  came  by  it. 

We  examined  Nearn,  the  sergeant,  who  declared  that  he 
wrote  it  at  Cuffs  desire;  had  no  design,  but  thought  of  it 
as  a  piece  of  fun.  We  examined  Cuff,  who  gave  the  same 
account  with  Nearn.  We  asked  Cuff  who  advised  him  to 
resign  his  Governourship  to  Skene's  negro.  He  said  a  good 
many  people — ^some  of  our  own  and  some  of  the  Regulars ; 
but  remembered  none  in  particular  by  name. 

We  had  sundry  of  our  own  negroes  under  examination. 
It  appeared  that  there  was  no  election  of  Skene's  negro  but 
hy  Cuff''s  appointment  aforesaid  ;  and  that  they  spoke  against 
it,  and  declared  they  would  not  have  a  Tory  for  a  Governour. 
It  appears  that  the  negroes  had  an  entertainment  and  a 
dance  at  Mr.  Knox's,  on  Friday  night,  after  the  election, 
and  that  the  reckoning  was  about  fifty  shillings,  which  our 
negroes  were  not  allowed  to  pay  any  part.  Major  French 
told  us  that  the  day  before  the  election,  he  dined  with  Go- 
vernour Skene,  when  it  was  mentioned  that  Jack  was  to  be 
chosen  Governour.  Governour  Skene  told  him  he  would 
give  him  a  half-joe,  and  Major  French  he  would  give  him 
two  dollars  ;  and  Mr.  Dermott  told  us  that  he  gave  him  two 
dollars  to  make  a  treat  with  ;  and  that  when  the  reckoning 
was  called  for,  they,  (viz:  Major  French  and  Mr.  Dermott) 
interposed,  and  would  not  suffer  our  negroes  to  pay  anything ; 
told  Jack  to  pay  it,  and  accordingly  the  reckoning  was  paid, 
and  our  negroes  excused  from  paying  anything. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  your  Honours,  by  your 

Honours'  most  obedient,  humble  servants,  the  Committee. 

Per  order :  t  n  /-tj    • 

Jesse  Koot,  Chairman. 
May  22,  A.  D.  1776. 

New-York,  August  2,  1775. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  told  you  met  some  very  unex- 
pected difficulties  in  fixing  your  residence  in  Connecticut ; 
have  to  be  obliged  to  go  to  a  place,  and  not  allowed  to  stay 
there.  I  hope,  before  this,  your  quarters  are  settled  to  your 
mind,  and  that  you  have  the  pleasure  of  Major  Skene's  com- 
pany.    We  are  here  much  in  the  state  you  left  us,  and  I 

•  Hartfohd,  May  11,  1776. — I,  Governour  Ciif,  of  the  negroes,  in 
the  Province  of  Connecticut,  do  resine  my  Governmentsbip  to  John  Jjn- 
derson,  niegor-man  to  Governour  Skene ;  and  I  hop  that  you  will  obeye 
him  as  you  have  done  me  for  this  teen  years  past.  When  Colonel  fVillis 
niegor  died,  I  was  the  neit ;  but  being  weak  and  unfit  for  that  office,  do 
resine  the  said  Governourship  to  John  Anderson, 

I,  John  Anderson,  having  the  honour  to  be  apointed  Governour  over 
you,  I  will  do  my  utmost  endcvere  to  serve  you  in  every  respect;  and  I 
hope  you  will  obey  me  accordingly.  ,  .  , 

^  JoHS  AndebSok, 

Governour  over  the  JViegort  in  Connecticut. 

Witnesses  present : 
The  late  Governour  Cvrt,  Hartford.      Pomp  Wilms. 
Qdackos.  John  Jones. 

PsTTEB    WaDSWOETH.  FbiBAT. 

JlTOCCIf.- 


see  no  hopes  of  any  settlement  of  matters,  and  think  affairs 
look  worse  daily.  Many  faults  on  both  sides,  though  they 
are  both  too  proud  and  stout  to  acknowledge  them ;  but  they 
must  both  come  down  before  matters  can  be  fixed  on  a 
just  and  permanent  footing — an  event  most  sincerely  to  be 
wished.  You  know  I  am  no  politician,  having  other  mat- 
ters to  attend  to ;  but  it  is  a  severe  trial  on  me  to  see  a 
country  that  was  thriving  beyond  the  most  sanguine  hopes 
of  its  best  friends,  and  to  which  our  trade  has  helped  not  a 
little  to  contribute ;  ourselves  getting  good  and  profitable 
business,  by  exporting  our  produce;  in  our  trade,  bringing 
in  large  quantities  of  gold,  which  we  have  done  for  four 
years  past,  more  than  ever  was  done  by  private  traders  in 
America,  and  a  good  j)rospect  of  the  same  business  con- 
tinuing,— now,  to  see  all  overturned  and  stopped,  and  the 
country  going  to  destruction  ;  for  though  I  hope  and  believe 
we  shall  mend  our  Constitution  (indeed,  we  had  none  be- 
fore) by  this  dispute,  yet  it  will  put  the  country  ten  years 
back,  and  load  us  with  taxes.  But  no  more  of  this  disnial 
tale.  I  have  nothing  new  to  write  you.  The  June  mail  is 
hourly  expected  ;  but  we  cannot  expect  anything  by  that 
way.  the  Parliament  not  sitting,  and  the  Ministry  will  not 
move  without  them  of  late.  From  Boston,  I  fear  bad  news 
from  that  quarter. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you ;  and  am,  dear  sir,  your 
affectionate  friend  and  servant, 


To  Governour  Skene,  Hartford. 


Hugh  Wallace. 


New-York,  December  21,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  18th. 
I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your  attention  to  G.  S. 
Your  humanity  and  good  disposition  must  fix  you  high  in 

the  esteem  of  all  good  men.    Yours  W.  S. 1  have  not 

seen  lately  his  friend  ;  he  sailed  for  Boston  a  few  days  ago, 
and  was  in  good  health. 

Be  so  good  as  to  make  my  compliments  to  G.  S.,  and 
any  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  that  comes  within  your 
knowledge.  We  have  no  news  here.  The  October  packet 
has  not  yet  arrived.  I  find  that  is  the  last  regular  packet 
we  are  to  expect. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Hugh  Wallace. 
To  J.  Webb,  Weathersfield,  Connecticut. 


To  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Fairfield,  his  Deputy, 
or  either  Constable  of  Reading,  in  said  County,  greet- 
ing : 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut, at  their  present  sessions  in  Hartford,  the  second 
Thursday  of  May,  1776,  and  now  sitting,  made  and  passed 
the  following  order  and  resolve,  viz : 

"  Whereas  information  has  been  given  to  this  Assembly 
that  Captain  Daniel  Hill,  Lieutenant  Peter  Lyon,  and  En- 
sign Samuel  Hawley,  all  of  the  Eleventh  Company  in  the 
Fourth  Regiment  in  this  Colony,  under  the  command  of  Gold 
Selleck  Silliman,  Esquire,  Colonel  of  said  regiment,  have, 
instead  of  forwarding,  as  it  was  their  duty  to  do,  endeavoured 
to  obstruct  and  embarrass,  and  have,  in  fact,  neglected  and 
refused  to  obey  certain  orders  given  out  to  said  officers  by 
said  Colonel,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  his  Honour  the 
Governour,  the  Captain-General,  sometime  in  March  last, 
for  the  purpose  of  inlisting  or  detaching  a  certain  number 
in  said  company  to  march  for  New- York ;  which  orders 
said  officers  have  severally  contemptuously  disobeyed,  and 
greatly  obstructed  the  execution  thereof.  Whereupon  this 
Assembly  order  and  direct  that  a  precept  be  issued  forth  by 
the  Secretary  of  this  Colony  immediately,  to  arrest  the  bodies 
of  them,  the  said  Daniel  Hill,  Peter  Lyon,  and  Samuel  Haw- 
ley, respectively,  and  them  have  before  this  Assembly,  to 
answer  to  the  said  information,  and  further  dealt  with  as  to 
justice  appertains ;  and  that  Colonel  Silliman,  with  other 
proper  evidences,  be  also  cited  to  appear,  as  of  record  ap- 
pears." 

These  are,  therefore,  to  require  you  forthwith  to  appre- 
hend the  said  Daniel  Hill,  Peter  Lyon,  and  Samuel  Haw- 
ley, and  them  have  before  this  Assembly,  to  answer  in  the 
premises,  and  be  dealt  with  as  to  justice  appertains ;  and 
you  are  to  summon  Colonel  Gold  Selleck  Silliman,  of  said 
Fairfield,  in  the  said  County  of  Fairfield,  and  to  evidence 
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relative  to  the  mattei-s  above  alleged.     Plereof  you  are  not 
to  fail,  and  make  due  return. 

Geouge  Wyllys,  Secretary. 

Dated  at  Hartford,  May,  1776. 

ADMIRAL    HOPKINS    TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  May  22,  1776. 

Sir:  I  sent  the  Providence  last  Thursday  with  all  the 
soldiers  which  belonged  to  your  Army  that  could  then  be 
collected.  Shice,  I  sent  three  by  Captain  Williams,  and 
there  are  some  sick  now  here,  which  shall  send  as  soon  as 
they  are  well.  Some  few,  I  believe,  are  deserted,  or  gone 
by  land. 

The  Cabot  and  Andrew  Doria  both  sailed  last  Sunday 
morning,  on  a  cruise  to  the  eastward.  The  Columbus  hope 
to  send  soon.  The  othei-s,  I  am  afraid,  cannot  get  away  for 
want  of  men.  As  the  men  on  board  the  fleet  continue  very 
sickly,  it  makes  it  difficult  to  get  men ;  and  were  it  not  for 
that  impediment,  the  sailors  are  mostly  taken  up  in  the 
several  armies  and  other  ways,  so  that  it  will  be  with  great 
difficulty  the  fleet  here  can  be  manned.  The  two  new 
ships  are  launched,  and  will  be  soon  ready  if  men  can  be 
had. 

I  received  orders  to  send  to  Philadelphia  a  number  of 
cannon,  which,  if  complied  with,  will  give  great  uneasiness 
in  this  part  of  the  country. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  your  most  humble  servant, 

EsEK  Hopkins. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


ADMIRAL  HOPKINS  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS, 

[Read  May  31,  1776,     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Instructions 
given  to  Commodore  Hopkins.] 

Providence,  May  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  When  I  arrived  at  New-London  I  delivered 
thirty-six  guns,  and  all  the  other  stores  but  twenty-six  guns 
and  some  trucks,  which  were  then  on  board  the  Alfred, 
Columbus,  and  Cabot ;  and  as  I  could  not  get  ballast  in  room 
of  the  guns,  brought  them  here,  and  delivered  to  Governour 
Cooke,  which  he  put  into  the  fort  to  prevent  the  return  of 
the  King's  ships,  which  I  consented  to  on  condition  they 
should  be  subject  to  order  of  Congress.  Three  days  past  I 
received  your  orders  to  deliver  twenty  to  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia Committee.  I  came  up  here,  and  found  that  Go- 
vernour Coolce  had  gone  a  long  journey.  I  then  called  such 
of  his  Council  and  members  of  Assembly  as  could  be  got 
together,  laid  the  order  of  Congress  before  them,  and  desired 
they  would  deliver  the  guns.  The  Council  determined  they 
could  not  be  delivered  before  you  were  acquainted  with  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  Government,  which  they  have 
sent  one  of  their  members,  Mr.  John  Collins,  to  represent 
to  you.  I  then  gave  the  Committee  an  order  on  Governour 
Trumbull  for  twenty  of  the  guns  left  at  New-London,  and 
I  hope  he  will  deliver  them,  as  they  may  be  better  spared 
from  there  than  here,  as  the  consequence  of  moving  the  can- 
non from  here  would  be  the  blocking  up  of  the  fleet  in  this 
river,  or  such  part  of  them  as  are  now  here. 

The  sickness  that  has  attended  the  fleet  since  we  left  New- 
Providence  still  continues  in  a  great  measure,  and  has  render- 
ed the  fleet  useless,  as  near  one-half  the  whole  number  are 
sick  and  unfit  for  duty.  Eight  days  past  I  sent  the  Provi- 
dence to  New-  Yoric  to  carry  the  sailors  to  General  Washing- 
ton, which  I  borrowed  of  him  to  bring  the  fleet  round  here. 
The  Cabot  and  Andrew  Doria  are  cleaned,  and  manned  with 
upwards  of  two  hundred  men,  and  sailed  last  Sunday  morn- 
ing by  the  Light-House  on  a  cruise  ;  and  as  T  put  a  number 
of  hands  out  of  the  Alfred  on  board  the  Andrew  Doria,  it 
has  left  her  almost  without  hands,  and  the  most  I  now  ex- 
pect is,  to  fit  and  send  the  Columbus  and  Providence  on  a 
cruise  in  about  ten  days,  which  will  leave  the  Alfred  with- 
out any  hands  more  than  the  officers,  the  sickness  discoura- 
ging new  hands  from  entering.  The  brigs  carried  near  four 
months'  provisions  with  them,  and  have  procured  near  the 
same  for  the  other  vessels  which  I  have,  and  shall  draw  on 
your  Treasurer  for.  I  am  likewise  obliged  to  furnish  the 
officers  and  people  with  some  money,  and  the  Hospital  bill 
will  be  a  large  sum. 

I  think  it  would  be  for  the  publick  advantage,  and  should 


be  extremely  glad  if  you  would  send  or  appoint  some  agent 
to  transact  the  business  here,  and  also  of  the  prizes.  Should 
also  be  glad  you  would  direct  what  is  to  be  done  with  the 
sloop  which  I  took  at  New-Providence  to  bring  the  guns 
and  stores.  As  no  other  person  in  that  Island  suffered  one 
shilling,  it  would  be  hard  the  owner  should  not  have  his 
vessel,  or  be  paid  for  her.  Hope  you  will  also  give  me 
directions  what  I  shall  do  with  the  slaves  taken  in  the  armed 
vessels,  for  my  giving  them  without  salvage  would  disafTect 
the  officers  and  people,  witiiout  your  orders  so  to  do. 

The  reason  of  my  leaving  the  Alfred  to  be  the  last  vessel 
fitted  out  is,  she  is  tender-sided,  and  the  most  unfit  vessel  in 
the  fleet  for  service,  and  her  mainmast  has  a  nine-pound 
shot  through  it,  and  cannot  get  another  easily  in  this  place ; 
although  it  is  fished  in  the  best  manner  we  could  do  it,  I  am 
still  in  doubt  whether  it  will  bear  hard  crowding  on.  Upon 
the  whole,  all  the  chance  I  have  of  manning  the  Alfred  is, 
when  the  Assembly  sits  to  get  orders  from  them  to  ship 
sailors  out  of  their  Army  at  Nevrport.  If  that  fails,  she  and 
the  new  ships  built  here  will  hardly  get  manned,  without 
you  give  orders  for  sailoi-s  to  be  siiipped  out  of  the  Army. 

Enclosed  you  have  copies  of  the  sentence  of  two  Court- 
Martials,  on  the  Captains  of  the  Columbus  and  Provi- 
dence, the  latter  of  wliich  I  have  confirmed,  the  other  shall 
wait  your  directions  for;  and  as  for  the  rest  of  Captain 
Hazard's  conduct,  1  could  have  looked  it  over ;  but  as  he 
was  found  guilty  in  the  affair  of  the  Glasgow,  I  could  not 
pass  it  by. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  mdst  obedient, 

humble  servant,  ^^        ,, 

iiiSEK  Hopkins. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esquire,  President  of 
the  Congress  at  Philadelphia. 

Proceedings  of  a  Court-Martial  on  Abraham  Whipple, 
Commander  of  the  Columbus. 

At  a  Court-Martial,  held  on  board  the  Alfred,  at  Provi- 
dence, in  the  Colony  of  Rhode-Island,  on  the  6th  day  of 
May,  1776,  by  order  of  Esek  Hopkins,  Esquire,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  American  Fleet,  and  at  the  desire 
of  Abraham  Whipple,  Esquire,  Commander  of  the  ship 
Columbm,  for  an  inquiry  into  his,  the  said  Whipple's  con- 
duct, on  the  7th  o^  April  last  in  an  engagement  with  the 
Glasgow  ship-of-war ;  Present : 

Captain  Dudley  SaltonstaU,  President. 
Members. 
Capt.  Nicholas  Biddle,     Lieut.  Hoysteed  Hacker, 
Capt.  John  Hazard,         Lieut.  Elisha  Hinman, 
Capt.  Samuel  Nicholas,     Lieut.  Jonathan  Maltbie, 
Capt.  John  Welch,  Lieut.  Matthew  Parke, 

Lieut.  John  Paul  Jones,  Lieut.  Henry  Daton. 
Lieut.  Rhodes  Arnold, 
Abraham  Whipple,  Esquire,  aforesaid,  appeared  before 
this  Court,  and  says  his  character  stands  aspersed  for  cow- 
ardice on  board  the  Columbus,  the  7th  of  April  last,  in  an 
engagement  with  the  Glasgow  ship-of-war ;  therefore,  desires 
to  be  heard  touching  the  same.  Whereupon  this  Court  pro- 
ceeds to  hear  him ;  who  sets  forth  in  his  declaration,  that 
for  want  of  wind,  and  by  means  of  the  Glasgow's  firing  stern 
guns,  together  with  his  firing  bow  guns,  and  now  and  then  a 
broadside,  he  was  unable  to  make  his  attack  closer  than  he 
did. 

This  Court,  having  heard  sundry  evidences,  who  were 
present  in  different  vessels  during  the  engagement  with  the 
Glasgow,  respecting  the  matter  now  before  us,  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  said  Whipple's  conduct,  on  said  7th  of  April,  was 
agreeable  to  what  he  hath  set  forth  in  his  foregoing  declara- 
tion, and  that  his  mode  of  attack  on  the  Glasgow,  in  our 
opinion,  proceeded  from  error  of  judgment,  and  not  from 
cowardice. 

Dudley  Saltonstall,  Rhodes  Arnold, 
Nicholas  Biddle,         Hoysteed  Hackeh, 
John  Hazard,  Elisha  Hinman, 

,         Samuel  Nicholas,  Jonathan  Maltbie, 

John  Welch,  Matthew  Parke, 

John  P.  Jones,  Henry  Daton. 

A  true  copy  of  file : 


The  above  is  a  true  copy : 


Dudley  Saltonstall. 
Samuel  Lyon,  Secretary. 
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Proceedings  of  a  Churt-Martial  on  John  Hazard,  Com- 
mander of  the  Sloop  Providence. 

At  a  Court-Martial,  held  on  board  the  Alfred,  at  Provi- 
dence, in  the  Colony  of  Rhode-Island,  on  the  8th  day  of  May, 
1776,  by  order  of  Esek  Hopkins,  Esquire,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  American  Fleet,  for  the  trial  of  John  Hazard, 
Esquire,  Commander  of  the  sloop  Providence,  in  the  Conti- 
nental service,  for  misconduct ;  Present : 

Captain  Dudley  Saltonstall,  President. 
Members. 
Capt.  Abraham  Whipple,  Lieut.  Hoysteed  Hacker, 
Capt.  Nicholas  Biddle,      Lieut.  Elisha  Hinman, 
Capt.  Samuel  Nicholas,      Lieut.  Jonathan  Maltbie, 
Capt.  John  JVelch,  Lieut.  Matthew  Parke, 

Lieut.  John  Paul  Jones,     Lieut.  Henry  Daton. 
Lieut.  Rhodes  Arnold, 
Captain  Hazard,  aforesaid,  being  brought  before  this  Court 
a  prisoner,  on  the  complaint  of  a  number  of  officers  belong- 
ing to  the  sloop  Providence,  aforesaid,  bearing  date  May  6, 
1776,  setting  forth  a  number  of  crimes  and  misdemeanours 
"Against  him,  as  per  complaint  on  file,  which  will  appear  at 
large :  The  charge  being  read  in  the  hearing  of  the  prisoner, 
and  the  question  being  put  to  him.  Whether  he  was  guilty 
or  not  guilty?    He  answered,  not  guilty;  and  desired  he  might 
be  heard.     Upon  which  this  Court  proceeded  to  hear  him, 
and,  on  trying  the  merits  of  the  case,  find  him  guilty,  as 
follows ; 

Question  1st.  Whether  the  prisoner  was  guilty  of  breach 
of  orders  at  Reedy-Island,  in  not  delivering  a  certain  parcel 
of  wood  which  the  Commander-in-Chief  had  directed  to  be 
put  on  board  the  sloop  Fly  1 

Passed  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 
Question  2d.  Whether  the  prisoner  was  guilty  of  neglect 
of  duty  on  the  night  the  fleet  engaged  the  Glasgow,  in  not 
preparing  for  action  before  the  engagement  began,  he  having 
timely  information? 

Passed  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 
Questioned.  Whether  the  prisoner  was  guilty  of  embez- 
zling part  of  the  vessel's  stores  ? 

Passed  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 
Question  4th.  Whether  the  prisoner  was  guilty  of  breach 
of  orders  going  up  Providence  river  the  26th  April  last  ? 
Passed  in  the  affirn)ative  unanimously. 
In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  trial,  this  Court  are  unani- 
mous in  their  opinion,  that  the  prisoner,  John  Hazard,  Esq., 
has  rendered  himself  unworthy  of  holding  his  commission 
in  the  Navy  of  tlie  United  Colonies  of  North  America,  and 
adjudge  him  accordingly. 

D.  Saltonstall,  President,   Rhodes  Arnold, 
Abraham  Whipple,  Hoysteed  Hacker, 

Nicholas  Biddle,  IElisha  Hinman, 

Samuel  Nicholas,  Jonathan  Maltbie, 

John  Welch,  Matthew  Parke, 

John  Paul  Joups,  Henry  Daton. 

A  true  copy  from  the  file: 

Dudley  Saltonstall,  President. 
Having  this  day  received  and  examined  the  above  sen- 
tence of  the  Court-Martial  pronounced  against  Captain  John 
Hazard,  do  hereby  ratify  and  confirm  the  saipe,  and  order 
that  the  said  Hazard  forthwith  surrender  his  commission  to 
the  President  of  the  said  Court. 

EsEK  Hopkins,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Providence,  May  9,  1776. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy : 

Samuel  Lyon,  Secretary. 

JAMES    WARREN    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    COUNCIL. 

Plymouth,  May  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Court, 
purchased  a  sloop  to  observe  the  motions  of  the  enemy  and 
give  intelligence.  You  may,  if  you  please,  call  her  the 
Swift.  Captain  Wiggles  worth,  the  bearer  of  this,  I  have 
appointed  to  the  command  of  her.  He  now  waits  on  you  for 
yourordei-s,  and  to  get  some  powder  and  other  ammunition, 
and  perhaps  a  few  articles  which  cannot  be  obtained  here. 
You  will  please  to  give  him  despatch,  as  I  propose  to  have 
everything  ready  for  him  to  go  to  sea  as  soon  as  he  returns. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  humble  servant, 

James  Warren. 


ORDERS  TO  general  FOLSOM. 

Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  in  Committee  of  Safely,  > 

May  22,  1776.      S 

To  Nathaniel  Folsom,  General  of  the  Militia  in  the  Co- 
lony q/" New-Hampshire  : 
Whereas  you  were  lately  directed  by  this  Committee  to 
warn  the  Militia  in  several  of  the  Counties  in  this  Colony, 
to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  on  the  shortest 
notice  to  relieve  any  place  in  this  Colony  that  should  be 
attacked  by  our  enemies ;  and  inasmuch  as  there  may  be  a 
sudden  descent  made  on  our  sea-coast,  you  are  hereby 
directed  and  authorized,  on  notice  of  any  such  descent  or 
attack,  immediately  to  order  the  Militia  to  march  to  such 
place,  and  repair  there  yourself  with  all  speed,  and  take 
the  command  of  all  the  forces  of  this  Colony  raised  for  the 
defence  thereof,  as  well  as  the  Militia,  giving  them  such 
ordei-s  and  directions  as  you  may  judge  best  to  repel  the 
enemy. 

PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO   MRS.  CONNOLLY. 

Philadelphia,  May  23,  1776. 

Madam:  I  laid  before  Congress  your  application  for  a 
passport  to  proceed  to  Pittsburgh,  and  am  now  to  acquaint 
you  that,  under  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  they  could 
not  comply  with  your  request ;  and  further,  they  have  judged 
it  necessary  that  you  should  for  the  present  remain  in  this 
city;  and,  agreeable  to  their  order,  I  am  to  inform  you  that 
they  expect  you  do  not  depart  this  city  without  the  per- 
mission of  Congress.  You  will,  therefore,  abide  here  until 
you  hear  further  from  me. 

I  am,  madam,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  Mrs.  Connolly. 

PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    ABRAHAM   LIVINGSTON. 

Philadelphia,  May  23,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Congress  having  been  pleased  to  accept  your 
resignation  of  the  contract  for  supplying  the  forcv  in  the 
Colony  of  New-  York,  I  am  extremely  happy  in  conveying 
to  you  the  sense  they  entertain  of  your  conduct  on  the  oc- 
casion. 

In  thus  voluntarily  resigning  so  profitable  a  contract, 
it  is  their  opinion,  which  1  am  commanded  to  signify  to 
you,  that  you  have  exhibited  an  example  of  publick  spirit. 
The  generous  and  disinterested  virtue  you  have  shown  will 
undoubtedly  entitle  you  hereafter  to  the  notice  of  Congress. 
Should  any  appointment  worthy  of  your  acceptance  come 
before  them,  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  have  it  bestowed 
on  a  gentleman  who  has  reflected  the  highest  honour  upon 
himself  by  an  unsolicited  sacrifice  of  private  interest  to  pub- 
lick  order  and  economy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  at  New-  York. 


JOHN  Mcdonald  to  new-york  congress. 

May  23,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  After  exploring  the  mines  both  in  Orange 
and  Dutchess  Counties,  brought  the  full  reports  to  your 
honourable  House  on  the  26th  April,  1776.  The  day 
thereafter  some  of  the  membei-s  desired  me  to  wait  on  the 
gathering  of  as  many  members  as  might  be  sufficient  to 
make  a  full  and  complete  House,  to  determine  upon  the 
matter ;  and  that  1  would  be  rewarded  for  the  attendance ; 
and  thereby  have  been  kept  in  suspense  from  time  to  time, 
waiting  for  the  Board's  further  instructions  relative  to  lead- 
mines.  Now  expect  that  the  Board  will  clear  me  of  all 
reasonable  demands,  as  I  am  a  poor  man,  with  a  small  fa- 
mily, and  illy  able  to  lose  much  time. 

Gentlemen,  if  my  reports  should  meet  with  your  appro- 
bation, and  thereon  it  should  be  resolved  to  proceed  to  open 
said  mines,  it  would  be  necessary  to  be  furnished  with  a  suf- 
ficient instruction ;  and  therein  to  be  authorized  to  dig  for 
mines  in  any  part  of  the  Colony,  or  the  neighbouring  Colo- 
nies, according  to  information  ;  further,  to  be  empowered  to 
call  for  any  assistance  that  can  be  afforded  by  any  Commit- 
tee, where  occasion  offers,  concerning  the  business,  in  case 
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any  gentleman  would  not  gratify  to  break  his  land,  to  ex- 
plore mines  for  the  publick  service.  With  the  greatest 
submission  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  let  me  know  if  I  may 
depend  on  the  mining  employment,  or  if  I  must  look  for  busi- 
ness where  Providence  may  provide  me.  I  expect  your 
good  morals  and  acquaintance  with  the  disappointment  I 
met  with  by  the  request  of  Colland  Chandler,  in  this  Coun- 
ty, (which  rendered  me  under  all  the  disadvantages  of  a 
stranger,)  will  excuse  my  freedom  in  giving  this  trouble. 

And,  with  the  greatest  submission  and  good  wishes  to 
your  undertakings,  I  am  your  most  obedient,  humlile  ser- 

*'**"''  John  McDonald,  Miner. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony  of 
Aetv-York. 


DUNCAN    CAMPBELL   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Fredericksburgh,  Dutchess  County,  May  23,  1776. 

Sib:  Having  leave  from  General  Schuyler  last  March  to 
come  down  and  settle  some  property  I  had  at  this  place,  he 
directed  me  to  the  County  Committee  for  further  leave; 
but  not  finding  my  affairs  as  1  expected,  I  waited  on  the 
Committee  and  applied  to  them  for  a  pass  to  go  to  the  Jer- 
seys or  Pennsylvania,  where  most  oi'  the  gentlemen  thai 
were  taken  prisoners  in  Canada  were  already  sent.  Their 
answer  was,  that  they  could  not  take  it  on  themselves  to 
send  nie  anywhere  but  back  again  to  Albany,  without  Ge- 
neral Schuyler's  directions. 

I  have,written  General  Schuyler  twice,  acquainting  him 
of  their  ordering  me  back  again,  and  begging  that  he 
•would  be  pleased  to  let  me  know  where  I  was  to  go  ;  but 
received  no  answer,  though  I  wrote  a  month  ago.  As 
this  is  my  situation,  I  will  take  it  as  a  particular  favour  to 
have  your  Excellency's  directions,  and  an  order  for  carriages 
for  myself  and  baggage,  as  none  will  otherwise  be  provided 
for  me. 

1  would  be  glad  to  have  the  indulgence  of  going  to  the 
Jerseys,  as  I  am  well  known  in  that-  place ;  likewise,  as  I 
have  a  large  family  of  a  wife  and  six  children,  which  could 
be  sent  the  most  of  the  way  by  water-carriage. 

I  am,  sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant, 

Duncan  Campbell, 
Eiuign  and  Q.  M.  to  Twenty-Sixth  Regiment, 
and  prisoner  of  war. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Continental  forces. 


CAPTAIN   TARICK  TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  May  23,  1776. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  Agreeable  to  Ge- 
neral Schuyler's  directions  to  me,  I  send  down  (under  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Van  fVaggenen)  Lieutenant  Schalch  and  Dr. 
Gill,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  made  prisoners  at  St.  Johns,  to 
be  disposed  of  as  your  Excellency  shall  be  pleased  to  direct. 
They  are  on  their  parole. 

I  also  send  down  Mr.  John  MacDonell,  one  of  the  Scotch 
gentlemen  made  prisoners  at  Johnstown,  Tryon  County,  in 
January  last.  He  has  the  General's  permit  to  go  to  Read- 
ing, in  Pennsylvania,  and  join  the  other  gentlemen  made 
prisoners  with  him.  The  conduct  of  the  two  former  gentle- 
men during  a  short  stay  at  Schenectady  has  proved  unex- 
ceptionable. 

By  the  General's  order  I  also  enclose  an  account  of  mo- 
neys paid  by  him  or  by  his  order  to  Mr.  Elijah  Bennett, 
Post-rider.  General  Schuyler  requests  that  Bennett  may  be 
charged  with  the  amount. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 

servant,  „  ^t 

Richard  Varick. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


admiral    HOPKINS   TO    NATHANIEL    SHAW. 

Providence,  May  23,  1776. 

Sir  :  Please  to  send  me,  by  Captain  SaltonstaU,  as  good 

an  account  of  the  guns  and  stores  left  in  your  hands  as  you 

can  get ;  and  likewise,  should  be  glad  you  will  send  me  an 

account  of  your  schooner's  cargo,  which  Captain  Biddle 


retook,  as  the  officers  blame  me  for  delivering  her  until  she 
was  tried.  Should  be  glad  to  satisfy  jhem  that  they  will 
receive  no  injury  by  that  step. 

I  congratulate  you  on  being  appointed  by  the  Congress 
agent  for  the  fleet,  and  all  prizes  sent  into  your  Government, 
which  I  have  received  an  account  of;  expect  you  will  act 
as  such,  whether  you  have  received  the  order  or  not,  and 
get  the  three  prizes  libelled  and  condemned  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. And  as  to  your  schooner,  I  make  no  doubt  but  you 
will  satisfy  the  officers  and  people  without  a  trial. 

I  now  have  the  gentlemen  here  liom  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Philadelphia,  but  1  expect  they  will  not  be  able 
to  get  more  cannon  here  than  they  did  or  I  expected  they 
would  at  New-London.  What  will  be  the  event  of  their 
not  succeeding,  1  cannot  at  present  tell.  I  am  well  con- 
vinced their  sending  them  away  will  be  of  very  ill  conse- 
quences to  the  continent,  and  their  not  going  will  have  no 
other  bad  effect  but  on  me,  who  had  better  suffer  than  the 
community. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

EsEK  Hopkins. 

To  Mr.  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jun.,  Merchant  at  New-London. 


ADMIRAL  HOPKINS  TO  CAPTAIN  SALTONSTALL. 

Providence,  May  23,  1776. 

Sir  :  Please  to  get  an  exact  account  of  the  number  and 
weight  of  the  cannon,  mortars,  shells,  shot,  and  stores,  left 
at  New-London;  and  also  get  an  account  of  Mr.  Spooner, 
of  all  the  provisions  and  stores  delivered  out  of  the  several 
prizes  to  the  fleet,  and  the  particular  vessels  they  were  deli- 
vered to ;  and  also  an  account  of  him  of  the  schooner's 
cargo  delivered  to  Mr.  Shaw,  and  also  Mr.  Shaw's  account 
of  what  they  sold  for,  and  an  account  also  of  the  balance  of 
what  powder  Mr.  Shaw  now  has  in  his  hands  that  was 
landed  out  of  the  fleet ;  and  also  take  some  care  of  the 
men  belonging  to  the  fleet,  and  send  such  here  as  are  capa- 
ble of  duty. 

Yours,  &c.,  EsEK  Hopkins.     . 

To  Dudley  SaltonstaU,  Esquire. 

BILLERICA  (MIDDLESEX    COUNTy)  MASSACHUSETTS. 

At  a  legal  Town-meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other 
inhabitants  of  Billerica,  upon  an  adjournment,  May  23d, 
1776,  Doctor  Timothy  Danforth  Moderator : 

The  question  was  put,  Whether  said  town  will,  in  conform- 
ity to  a  resolve  of  the  honourable  House  of  Representatives 
of  this  Colony,  advise  our  Representatives  that  if  the  honour- 
able Congress  shall,  for  the  safety  of  the  Colonies,  declare 
them  independent  of-Great  Britain,  they,  the  inhabitants, 
will  engage  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  support  them  in 
the  measure  ? 

It  passed  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 


INSTRUCTIONS     OF     THE     TOWN    OF    BOSTON    TO    THEIR    RE- 
PRESENTATIVES. 

On  Thursday,  May  23d,  1776^  the  Freeholders  and  other 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston,  qualified  as  the  law 
directs,  met  at  the  old  brick  Meeting-House,  in  order  to 
choose  their  Representatives  for  the  ensuing  General  As- 
sembly, when  they  made  choice  of  the  following  gentlemen, 
viz:  William  Phillips,  John  Pitts,  John  Broxon,  William 
Cooper,  Benjamin  Austin,  Oliver  Wendell,  Nathaniel  Ap- 
pleton,  David,  Jeffries,  Joseph  Gardner,  and  Arnold  Welles, 
Esquires,  Mr.  Caleb  Davis,  and  Mr.  William  Powell. 

Mr.  Welles  and  Mr.  Powell  having  declined  the  service, 
Mr.  Samuel  Allyne  Otis  and  Mr.  Henry  Hill,  chosen  in 
their  room. 

The  Town  then  gave  their  Representatives  the  following 
Instructions,  viz: 

Gentlemen:  At  a  time  when,  in  all  probability,  the 
whole  United  Colonies  oi  America  are  upon  the  verge  of  a 
glorious  Revolution,  and  when,  consequently,  the  most  im- 
portant questions  that  were  ever  agitated  before  the  Repre- 
sentative body  of  this  Colony,  touching  its  internal  police, 
will  demand  your  attention,  your  constituents  think  it  neces- 
sary to  instixict  you  in  several  matters  what  part  to  act,  that 
the  path  of  your  duty  may  be  plain  before  you. 
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We  have  seen  the  humble  petitions  of  these  Colonies  to 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  repeatedly  rejected  with  disdain. 
For  the  prayer  of  peace,  he  has  tendered  the  sword ;  for 
liberty,  chains  ;  and  for  safety,  death.  He  has  licensed  the 
instruments  of  his  hostile  oppressions  to  rob  us  of  our  pro- 
perty, to  burn  our  houses,  and  to  spill  our  blood.  He  has 
invited  every  barbarous  nation  whom  he  could  hope  to  influ- 
ence, to  assist  him  in  prosecuting  these  inhuman  purposes. 
The  Prince,  therefore,  in  support  of  whose  Crown  and  dig- 
nity, not  many  years  since,  we  would  most  cheerfully  have 
expended  life  and  fortune,  we  are  now  constrained  to  con- 
sider as  the  worst  of  tyrants.  Loyalty  to  him  is  now  treason 
to  our  country.  We  have  seen  his  venal  Parliament  so 
basely  prostituted  to  his  designs,  that  they  have  never  hesi- 
tated to  enforce  his  arbitrary  requisitions  with  the  most  san- 
guinary laws.  We  have  seen  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
so  lost  to  every  sense  of  virtue  and  honour,  as  to  pass  over 
the  most  pathetick  and  earnest  appeals  to  their  justice  with 
an  unfeeling  indifference.  The  hopes  we  placed  on  their 
exertions  have  long  since  failed.  In  short,  we  are  convinced 
that  it  is  the  fixed  and  settled  determination  of  the  King, 
Ministry,  and  Parliament  of  that  Island,  to  conquer  and  sub- 
jugate the  Colonies,  and  that  the  people  there  have  no  dis- 
position to  oppose  them. 

A  reconciliation  with  them  appears  to  us  to  be  as  dangerous 
as  it  is  absurd.  A  spirit  of  resentment  once  raised,  it  is  not 
easy  to  appease.  The  recollection  of  past  injuries  will  per- 
petually keep  alive  the  flame  of  jealousy,  which  will  stimu- 
late to  new  impositions  on  the  one  side,  and  consequent 
resistance  on  the  other;  and  the  whole  body-politick  will 
be  constantly  subject  to  civil  commotions.  We  therefore 
think  it  absolutely  impracticable  for  these  Colonies  to  be 
ever  again  subject  to  or  dependant  upon  Great  Britain,  with- 
out endangering  the  very  existence  of  the  state.  Placing, 
however,  unbounded  confidence  in  the  supreme  councils  of 
the  Congress,  we  are  determined  to  wait,  most  patiently  to 
wait,  till  their  wisdom  shall  dictate  the  necessity  of  making 
a  Declaration  of  Independence.  Nor  should  we  have  ven- 
tured to  express  our  sentiments  upon  this  subject,  but  from 
the  presumption  that  the  Congress  would  choose  to  feel 
themselves  supported  by  the  people  of  each  Colony,  before 
they  adopt  a  resolution  so  interesting  to  the  whole.  The  in- 
habitants of  this  town,  therefore,  unanimously  instruct  and 
direct  you  that,  at  the  approaching'  session  of  the  General 
Assembly,  you  use  your  endeavours  that  the  Delegates  of 
this  Colony  at  the  Congress  be  advised  that,  in  case  the 
Congress  should  think  it  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
United  Colonies  to  declare  them  independent  of  Great 
Pritain,  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  with  their  lives  and 
the  remnant  of  their  fortunes,  will  cheerfully  support  them 
in  the  measure. 

Touching  the  internal  police  of  this  Colony,  it  is  essential- 
ly necessary,  in  order  to  preserve  harmony  among  ourselves, 
that  the  constituent  body  be  satisfied  that  they  are  fairly  and 
fully  represented.  The  right  to  legislate  is  originally  in 
every  member  of  the  community,  which  right  is  always  ex- 
ercised in  the  infancy  of  a  state.  But  when  the  inhabitants 
are  become  numerous,  it  is  not  only  inconvenient,  but  im- 
practicable for  all  to  meet  in  one  assembly;  and  hence 
arose  the  necessity  and  practice  of  legislating  by  a  few, 
freely  chosen  by  the  many.  When  this  choice  is  free,  and 
the  representation  equal,  it  is  the  people's  fault  if  they  are 
not  happy.  We  therefore  instruct  you  to  devise  some 
means  to  obtain  an  equal  representation  of  the  people  of  this 
Colony  in  the  Legislature.  But  care  should  be  taken  that 
the  Assembly  be  not  unwieldy;  for  this  would  be  an  ap- 
proach to  the  evil  meant  to  be  cured  by  representation. 
The  largest  bodies  of  men  do  not  always  despatch  business 
with  the  greatest  expedition,  nor  conduct  it  in  the  wisest 
manner. 

It  is  essential  to  liberty  that  the  legislative,  judicial,  and 
executive  powers  of  Government  be,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
independent  of,  and  separate  from  each  other ;  for  where 
they  are  united  in  the  same  person  or  number  of  persons, 
there  would  be  wanting  that  mutual  check  which  is  the 
principal  security  against  the  making  of  arbitrary  laws,  and 
a  wanton  exercise  of  power  in  the  execution  of  them.  It  is 
also  of  the  highest  importance  that  every  person  in  a  judi- 
ciary department  employ  the  greatest  part  of  his  time  and 
attention  in  the  duties  of  his  office.  We  therefore  further 
instruct  you  to  procure  the  enacting  such  law  or  laws  as 


shall  make  it  incompatible  for  the  same  person  to  hold  a 
seat  in  the  legislative  and  executive  departments  of  Govern- 
ment lit  one  and  the  same  time ;  that  shall  render  the 
Judges,  in  every  judicatory  through  the  Colony,  dependant, 
not  on  the  uncertain  tenure  of  caprice  or  pleasure,  but  on  an 
unimpeachable  deportment  in  the  important  duties  of  their 
station,  for  their  continuance  in  office;  and  to  prevent  the 
multiplicity  of  offices  in  the  same  person  ;  tliat  such  salaries 
be  settled  upon  them  as  will  place  them  above  the  neces- 
sity of  stooping  to  any  indirect  or  collateral  mearrs  for  sub- 
sistence. We  wish  to  avoid  a  profusion  of  the  publick 
moneys  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  danger  of  sacrificing  our 
liberties  to  a  spirit  of  pai-simony  on  the  other.  Not  doubling 
of  your  zeal  and  abilities  in  the  common  cause  of  our  coun- 
try, we  leave  your  discretion  to  promote  such  exertions,  in 
promoting  any  military  operations,  as  the  exigencies  of  our 
publick  affairs  may  require.  And  in  the  same  confidence 
of  your  fervour  and  attachment  to  the  publick  weal,  we 
readily  submit  all  other  matters  of  publick  moment,  that 
may  require  your  consideration,  to  your  own  wisdom  and 
discretion. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia,  May  24, 1 776. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolve  of  Congress,  I  herewith 
transmit  the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred  and  sixty-two  pounds 
one  shilling  and  three  pence,  in  three  bags,  which  I  have 
committed  to  the  charge  of  Captain  Graydon,  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania forces,  in  the  Continental  service.  This  is  all  the 
hard  money  that  was  in  the  Treasury. 

Enclosed  you  have  the  resolves  of  Congress  with  regard 
to  our  affairs  in  Canada.  At  present  I  am  so  extrem^y 
hurried  that  I  have  only  time  to  add,  that  the  money  voted 
by  Congress  to  be  sent  to  you  shall  be  forwarded  in  a  few- 
days. 

General  Washington  arrived  here  yesterday,  in  good 
health,  the  Congress  having  requested  his  attendance  to  con- 
sult him  on  the  operations  of  the  approaching  campaign. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  Major-General  Schuyler,  Albany. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    COMMISSIONERS    IN    CANADA. 

Philadelphia,  May  24,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  By  the  enclosed  resolves  of  Congress, 
which  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting,  you  will  per- 
ceive that  every  step  has  been  taken  to  procure  hard  money 
that  could  be  devised. 

I  have  forwarded  to  General  Schuyler,  by  this  convey- 
ance, the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred  and  sixty-two  pounds  one 
shilling  and  three  pence,  in  hard  money,  which  was  all  that 
was  in  the  Treasury. 

General  Washington  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon  in 
good  health,  the  Congress  having  requested  his  attendance 
in  order  to  consult  him  on  the  operations  of  the  approaching 
campaign,  and  such  other  matters  as  should  be  necessary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Samuel  Chase,  and  Charles 

Carroll,  Commissioners  in  Canada. 


.     PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

Philadelphia,  May  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  resolutions  of 
Congress,  which  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting,  and 
to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  attention,  that  Canada, 
in  their  opinion,  is  an  object  of  the  last  importance  to  the 
welfare  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Should  our  troops  retire  before  the  enemy,  and  entirely 
evacuate  that  Province,  it  is  not  in  human  wisdom  to  foretell 
the  consequences.  In  this  case  the  loss  of  Canada  will  not 
be  all ;  the  whole  frontiers  of  the  New-England  and  New- 
York  Governments  will  be  exposed,  not  only  to  the  ravages 
of  the  Indians,  but  also  of  the  British  forces,  not  less  sav- 
age and  barbarous  in  the  prosecution  of  the  present  war.  In 
this  view  of  the  matter,  it  is  needless  to  employ  arguments 


559 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &tc.,  MAY,  1776. 


560 


to  excite  you  to  tlie  greatest  vigour  and  diligence  on  this 
occasion. 

The  Congress  having  tried  every  nietliod  to  collej^  hard 
money  for  the  Army  in  Canada,  witiiout  success,  are  deter- 
mined not  to  relinquish  the  expedition  or  give  it  up.  *They 
liave  therefore  resolved  to  supply  our  troops  there  with  pro- 
visions and  clothing  from  the  other  Colonies,  if  they  can- 
not be  had  in  that  country  ;  of  which  resolution  I  sent  this 
momin"  an  account  to  General  &huylcr,  accompanied  with 
several  otlier  resolutions,  with  r<>gard  to  the  situation  of 
affaii-s  in  that  quarter.  Upon  the  whole,  it  seems,  from  the 
latest  intelligence,  that  nothing  but  the  greatest  exertions 
of  capacity  and  vigour  will  ever  retrieve  our  misfortunes  in 
Canada.  The  eyes  of  the  Continent  are  upon  you.  Dis- 
play, therefore,  I  entreat  you,  for  your  own  honour  and  the 
good  of  your  country,  those  military  qualities  which  you 
certainly  possess.  There  are  still  laurels  to  be  acquired  in 
Canada,  which  I  have  the  most  pleasing  hope  are  reserved 
for  you,  as  the  command  of  the  expedition  is  now  given  to 
you. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  that  I  am  commanded 
by  Congress  to  direct  you  will  carry  the  enclosed  resolves 
into  execution  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 

"^  '  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Major-General  Thomas,  Canada. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia,  May  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  did  myself  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  this  morn- 
ing, and  at  the  same  time  transmitted  all  the  hard  money 
that  was  in  the  Treasury,  amounting  to  sixteen  hundred  and 
sixty-two  pounds  one  shilling  and  three  pence,  which  I  hope 
you  will  duly  receive. 

The  Congress  have  this  day  come  to  the  enclosed  reso- 
lutions, which  I  am  commanded  to  forward  to  you  by  ex- 
press, as  containing  matters  of  the  highest  importance  to  the 
welfare  of  these  United  Colonies.  It  must  no  doubt  have 
occurred  to  you,  sir,  that  should  our  enemies  get  possession 
of  any  one  Province,  which  may  not  only  supply  them  with 
provisions,  &;c.,  but  from  which  they  may  harass  the  ad- 
jacent country,  the  preservation  oi  American  liberty  would 
be  rendered  thereby  much  more  difficult  and  precarious.  It 
is  this  circumstance  which  at  present  gives  perhaps  a  greater 
weight  to  the  war  in  Canada  than  in  any  other  part  of 
America,  as  the  danger  of  our  enemies'  getting  footing  there 
is  much  greater.  The  consequences,  too,  in  case  they  suc- 
ceed in  that  Province  would  be  much  more  fatal,  as  we  may 
expect,  if  that  event  takes  place,  to  have  all  the  Canadians 
and  Indians  join  against  us. 

It  is  not  conceivable  in  my  mind  that  there  was  ever  a 
time  or  situation  that  called  for  more  vigorous  and  decisive 
measures  than  the  present  in  Canada.  Our  enemies  seem 
determined  to  prosecute  their  plans  against  iis  with  the 
greatest  violence ;  while  their  schemes  are  kept  so  enveloped 
in  darkness  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  finding  tiiem  out. 
This  much  only  we  may  be  sure  of:  that  they  will  aim  the 
most  deadly  blows  at  our  devoted  country.  It  is  our  duty, 
therefore,  to  shield  and  protect  her  from  all  evil,  but  espe- 
cially in  those  parts  where  she  is  the  most  vulnerable. 
Whether  or  not  the  Province  of  Canada  is  this  part  I  shall 
leave  it  to  you  to  determine'. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 

humble  servant,  ■,         ^^  ,»     • , 

John  Hancock,  r resident. 

To  Major-General  Schuyhr,  Albany. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO    GENERAL   THOMAS. 

Philadelphia,  May  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  favour  of  the  8th  instant,  with  its 
enclosures,  confirming  the  melancholy  intelligence  I  had 
before  heard  of  your  having  been  obliged  to  raise  the  siege 
of  Queiccfc,  and  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat,  with  the  loss  of 
the  cannon  in  the  batteaus,  and  interception  of  the  powder 
going  from  General  Schuykr.  This  unfortunate  affair  has 
given  a  sad  shock  to  our  schemes  in  that  quarter,  and  blasted 
the  hope  we  entertained  of  reducing  that  fortress  and  the 
whole  of  Canada  to  our  possession.     . 


From  your  representation,  things  must  have  been  found 
in  great  disorder,  and  such  as  to  have  made  a  retreat  almost 
inevitable.  Hut,  nevertheless,  it  is  hoped  you  will  be  able 
to  make  a  good  stand  yet,  and,  by  that  means,  secure  a 
large  or  all  the  upper  part  of  the  country.  That  being  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  present  contest,  it  is 
my  wish  and  that  of  Congress,  that  you  take  an  advanta- 
geous post  as  far  down  the  river  as  jwssible,  so  as  not  to 
preclude  you  from  a  retreat,  if  it  should  be  ever  necessary,  or 
from  getting  proper  supplies  of  provisions.  The  lower  down 
you  can  maintain  a  stand  the  more  advantageous  will  it  be, 
as  all  the  country  above  will  most  probably  take  part  with 
us,  and  from  which  we  may  draw  some  assistance  and  sup- 
port, and  considering  all  below  as  entirely  within  the  power 
of  the  enemy,  and  of  course,  in  their  favour. 

This  misfortune  must  be  repaired,  if  possible,  by  our  more 
vigorous  exertions ;  and  trusting  that  nothing  will  be  wanting 
on  your  part  or  in  your  power  to  advance  our  country's 
cause,  I  am,  inc., 

George  Washington. 

To  Major-General  Thomas. 

Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation 
of  the  City  and  Liberties  q/"  Philadelphia.* 

[Read  May  25,  17  76,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.] 

To  the  Honourable  Congress  of  the  United  Colonics  of 
North- America  : 

TTie  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Obser- 
.  vation  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  re- 
spectfully showeth  : 

That  they  beheld,  with  great  affliction,  the  Assembly  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  withdraw  from  its  union  with 
the  other  Colonies,  in  consequence  of  their  Instructions  to 
their  Delegates  upon  the  resolve  of  the  Congress  of  the 
15th  instant,  "  for  suppressing  all  authority  derived  from  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  in  the  United  Colonies." 

That  they  consider  the  safety,  liberty,  and  future  welfare 
of  this  Colony  as  inseparably  connected  with  its  union  with 
the  other  Colonies. 

That  they  have  always  esteemed  their  chief  happiness  to 
consist  in  the  faithful  execution  of  such  of  the  resolves  of 
Congress  as  tended  to  maintain  the  said  Union. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  defection  of  the  Delegates 
appointed  by  the  Assembly  oi  Pennsylvania  from  the  union 
with  the  other  Colonies,  they  apprehend  an  appeal  was 
made  to  the  people. 

That,  in  consequence  of  a  request  of  a  large  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  on 
the  20th  instant,  the  Committee  have  issued  letters  (by  virtue 
of  a  power  given  them  in  a  Provincial  Convention  held  at 
Philadelphia,  January,  1775)  for  caUing  a  conference  of  the 
Committees  of  the  Province,  in  order  to  collect  the  sense  of 
the  inhabitants  upon  the  aforesaid  resolve  of  Congress,  and 
if  possible  to  bring  about  a  reunion  of  the  Province  with  the 
other  Colonies,  by  calling  a  Provincial  Convention,  in  order 
to  form  a  Government  for  that  purpose. 

That  they  have  heard  with  great  surprise  that  the  As- 
sembly of  this  Province  are  about  to  present  a  Memorial  to 
your  honourable  body,  in  consequence  of  a  Remonstrance 
delivered  to  them  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  they  are  said  to  request  an 
explanation  of  your  resolve  of  the  15th  instant. 

That  the  Remonstrance  on  which  this  Memorial  is  founded 
strikes  directly  at  the  union  of  the  Colonies,  by  praying  for 
the  continuance  of  a  Government  in  this  Province  which  is 
supported  in  its  Executive  parts  entirely  by  a  Governour 
and  officei-s  who  hold  all  their  power  under  the  authority  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain. 

That  the  said  Remonstrance  has  been  obtained  by  unfair 
representations  and  indefatigable  industry;  and  is  signed 
chiefly  by  those  people  who  hold  offices  under  the  Crown, 
or  persons  connected  with  them,  or  by  those  who  have  uni- 
formly opposed  every  measure  adopted  by  the  Congress, 
(Petitions  to  the  King  only  excepted,)  or  by  those  who  have 
published  testimonies  manifestly  injurious  to  many  of  those 
steps  that  have  been  taken  in  this  Province  in  support  of 
the  Union  and  defence  of  the  Colonies. 

•  A  copy  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  B.  Morris,  who  requests  the  same  in 
behalf  of  the  Assembly  of  Pennaylvania. 
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That  the  Committee  are  deteriniiied,  as  far  as  lieth  in 
their  power,  to  comj)ly  with  the  resolve  of  tlie  Congress  of 
the  15th  instant,  in  the  manner  before-mentioned  ;  and  they 
declare  that  the  present  Assembly  of  this  Province  was  not 
chosen,  nor  is  it  invested  with  powers,  to  carry  the  said 
resolve  into  execution. 

That  tile  unwillingness  of  the  House  to  appeal  to  the 
voice  of  the  people,  and  the  pains  they  have  taken  to  pre- 
vail upon  the  Congress  to  interfere  in  our  "  domestick  po- 
lice," betrays  a  fear  that,  in  refusing  to  comply  with  the 
resolve  of  Congress,  they  will  act  contrary  to  tlie  inclina- 
tions of  a  majority  of  their  constituents. 

That  a  majority  of  the  present  Assembly  do  not  possess 
the  confidence  of  the  people.  That  the  Province  is  not 
fully  nor  equally  represented  in  it.  That  it  is  composed  of 
men  who  hold  offices  under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 
That  they  have  deputed  the  power,  which  was  deputed 
solely  to  them,  to  persons  who  had  not  the  sanction  of  the 
voice  of  the  people  for  legislative  purposes ;  and  we  have 
reason  to  believe  that  a  majority  of  them  have  been  dragged 
into  a  compliance  with  most  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
from  the  fear  of  a  Provincial  Convention. 

From  a  Government  formed  by  men  marked  with  such 
inconsistencies,  prejudices,  and  arbitrary  views,  we  have 
as  much  to  fear  as  from  the  unlimited  exertions  of  that 
power  which  has  declared  itself  possessed  of  a  right  to  tax 
us  without  our  consent,  and  to  bind  us  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever. 

The  Committee  have  too  much  confidence  in  the  wisdom 
of  your  body  to  believe  that,  when  informed  of  the  true  situ- 
ation of  this  Province,  you  meant  to  include  the  Assembly 
thereof  in  your  recommendation  to  Assemblies  to  form  new 
Governments.  The  origin  and  present  tenure  of  your  power 
can  never  suffer  you  to  forget  that  it  was  by  making  names 
yield  to  things,  and  forms  to  substantial  justice,  that  you 
acquired  the  confidence  of  America  and  the  admiration  of 
the  world. 

They  beg  that  the  Congress  would  not  be  deceived  by 
misrepresentations.  The  Committee  declare  solemnly  that 
they  have  no  design  or  wish  to  alter  those  parts  of  the  Char- 
ter and  laws  of  the  Province  which  secure  to  every  man 
the  enjoyment  of  his  property,  liberty,  and  the  sacred  rights 
of  conscience.  They  wish  only  to  make  such  alterations 
in  them  as  relate  to  the  mode  of  representation  in  the  Pro- 
vince, and  such  as  render  the  consent  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  his  Governour  necessary  to  give  efficacy  and 
execution  to  our  laws ;  and  this  they  conceive  to  be  no  less 
necessary  to  the  safety  and  happiness  of  our  Colony  in  par- 
ticular than  to  America  in  general. 

The  situation  of  our  Province,  it  is  true,  requires  vigour 
and  harmony  in  the  direction  of  both  civil  and  military  af- 
fairs; but  these  can  never  be  obtained  when  a  people  no 
longer  confide  in  their  rulers.  The  Committee  fear  no 
calamities  from  disunion  in  the  Province,  but  thus  publickly 
charge  the  feebleness  of  all  our  counsels  to  our  union  with 
men  of  narrow  and  interested  views.  The  strength  of  a 
country  in  the  time  of  war  consists  in  the  number  of  its 
fighting  men.  The  constituents  of  this  Committee,  who  are 
composed  chiefly  of  this  class  of  men,  have  declared  that 
they  will  support  the  union  of  this  Province  with  the  other 
Colonies  at  every  hazard ;  and  they  have  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  that  similar  determinations  prevail  in  most  of  the 
battalions  of  the  Province. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

Thomas  McKean,  Chairman. 

Committee-Chaniber,  Philadelphia,  May  24,  1776. 


I  fear  scarce  be  got  at  all.     Both  leather  and  wool  becomes 
every  day  dearer;  and,  upon  any  sudden  demand,  the  ma- 
terials made  of  them  will  rise  exceedingly. 
I  am,  with  infinite  respect,  dear  sir,  yours, 

James  Mease. 
To  Robert  Morris,  Esq. 


JAMES    MEASE    TO    ROBERT    MORRIS. 
[Read  May  25,  1776.] 

Philadelphia,  May  24,  177G. 

Dear  Sir:  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  apply  to  Congress 
for  a  draft  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the 
battalions,  the  last  I  had  being  expended.  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  whether  it  will  not  be  proper  to  lay  in  a  stock 
of  shoes,  hats,  and  stockings,  for  the  use  of  the  troops.  If 
any  are  likely  to  be  wanted  next  fall  or  winter,  it  would  be 
much  the  most  advantageous  to  prosecute  the  purchase  now, 
when  there  is  but  little  demand.  If  it  is  delayed  until  they 
may  be  actually  wanted,  they  will  rise  greatly  in  price,  and 


NORTHUMBERLAND    COUNTY   (PENNSYLVANIA)    COMMITTEE. 
Norlhumberland  County,  May  24,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Obser- 
vation for  said  County,  Captain  John  Hambright  in  the 
Chair. 

Agreeable  to  notice  given  at  the  last  meeting,  John  Aurant 
attended  to  answer  the  complaint  of  Samuel  Maclay  and 
Benjamin  Alison,  Esqs.,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  other 
Magistrates,  relative  to  several  charges  set  forth  in  a  Memo- 
rial to  the  honourable  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania  at  their  last  sitting,  when  a  proved  copy  of 
said  Memorial  was  read  to  said  Aurant.  He  could  not  prove 
any  material  assertion  contained  in  his  Memorial,  but,  on  the 
contrai-y,  acknowledged  some  of  them  to  be  false,  and  others 
misrepresented  by  the  translator  he  employed. 

On  said  day  appeared  George  Wolfe  and  Thomas  Suth- 
erland, agreeable  to  notice  give  them,  to  answer  the  com- 
plaints of  said  Samuel  Maclay  and  Benjamin  Alison,  Esqs., 
for  that  they,  in  conjunction  with  others  hereafter  mentioned, 
some  of  whom  are  not  known  to  this  Committee,  and  others 
whose  names  are  known,  (thought  too  insignificant  to  be  taken 
notice  of,)  did,  as  a  Committee,  sign  and  present  a  Memorial 
to  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  containing  seve- 
ral charges  against  the  Magistrates  of  this  County.  When  a 
proven  copy  of  said  Memorial  was  read  to  them,  they  ac- 
knowledged the  authenticity  of  the  same,  but  said  they  were 
not  prepared  to  prove  any  of  the  allegations  therein  con- 
tained, as  their  papers  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Assembly ; 
but  when  they  were  offered  copies  of  all  their  papers,  said 
they  could  produce  testimony,  but  would  not,  until  they 
were  present  or  before  authority,  lest  they  should  be  bribed  ; 
upon  which  they  were  allowed  to  produce  their  evidences, 
if  any  they  had,  on  Thursday,  the  30th  instant,  to  prove 
their  assertions  against  the  Magistrates  of  the  County  afore- 
said, or  any  of  them ;  when,  they  not  appearing,  the  Com- 
mittee, upon  due  consideration  of  what  they  had  heard, 
entered  into  the  following  Resolves : 

Resolved,  That  the  above-named  George  Wolfe  and 
Thomas  Sutherland,  with  William  Leech,  George  Overier, 
Matthias  Hess,  Thomas  Price,  and  John  George  Conrad, 
signing  their  names  as  a  Committee  of  this  County,  is  a 
gross  imposition  upon  the  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  the  publick  in  general,  as  they  never  were  in  the 
Committee  of  this  County. 

Resolved,  That  as  none  of  the  allegations  contained  in 
the  Memorials  of  John  Aurant,  or  the  above-mentioned 
fictitious  Committee,  have  been  proven,  saving  that  a  few 
guns  were  either  lost  or  broken  last  winter,  which  we  con- 
sider as  a  trifling  inconvenience,  the  owners  (upon  proving 
the  value)  having  sufficient  security  for  them,  and  many  of 
them  have  been  proved,  and  others  acknowledged  by  the 
parties  to  be  false,  we  look  upon  them  as  unjust,  absurd,  and 
malicious. 

Resolved,  There  is  but  one  Committee  of  Inspection, 
Observation  and  CoiTespondence,  in  this  County,  in  which 
each  Township  is  equally  represented. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  be  advertised  in  the  publick 
papers,  to  prevent  the  like  imposition  for  the  future. 

Signed  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

John  Hambright,  Chairman. 
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GENERAL  PUTNAM  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received  yours  of  22d  from  Amboy,  and  waited 
immediately  on  the  Provincial  Congress:  they  gave  me  the 
enclosed  invoice  of  articles  they  had  forwarded  on  for  AI-- 
bany.  Most  of  the  articles  General  Schuyler  wrote  for  I  have 
already  shipped,  and  will  this  day  proceed  up  the  river.. 
Colonel  Knox  has  sent  two  conductors  to  King's  Bridge,^ 
to  pick  out  twelve  cannon  suitable  for  the  vessels,  and  hav^ 
them  ready  by  the  time  the  vessel  gets  up. 
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Last  evening  came  to  hand  by  Mr.  Cohhit,  the  enclosed 
letter  and  invoice  from  General  Ward,  which  I  thouglit  pro- 
per to  keep  by  nie  till  this  morning,  as  Mr.  Cobbit  had  an 
exact  copy  of  it  with  him ;  many  of  the  articles  Colonel  Knox 
says  he  wants  very  much  for  the  Artillery. 

The  Commissar}'  has  shipped  from  this  place  seventeen 
hundred  barrels  of  pork  for  Albany,  since  the  5th  o(  April. 
Three  large  vessels  are  hourly  expected  in  from  Connecticut, 
loaded  with  pork,  part  of  which  he  says  shall  be  forwarded 
on  for  Albany  immediately  on  its  arrival. 

We  have  no  lead  to  spare  in  this  place.  Colonel  Knox 
informs  me  there  is  a  great  plenty  at  Boston.  I  have  sent 
express  to  General  Ward  for  two  tons  to  be  sent  immediately 
on  ;  likewise  Colonel  Putnam's  demand,  which  I  now  en- 
close. 

The  express  is  just  setting  off  for  Albany;  by  him  I  shall 
advise  General  ^cAw^/erof  what  I  have  sent  forward  to  him. 
We  are  completing  our  works  as  fast  as  possible.  Shall 
endeavour  to  comply  with  all  your  orders. 

I  am,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient,  most  humble  servant, 

Israel  Putnam. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  received  advice  that  Captain  McKay 
and  his  servant  both  deserted  from  Hartford  last  Sunday 
evening ;  it  is  suspected  he  is  gone  for  Canada. 


Invoice  of  Articles  forwarded  to  Albant. 

Blocks  complete  for  two  Vessels  on  Lake  Chanvplain,  and 
for  two  Periaugurs : 

171  feet  of  Blocks,  4  Serving  Mallets,  5  dozen  of  Pearl 
Trucks ;  amount  £25  16  9. 

Rigging  mentioned  in  a  letter  of  Captain  Varick,  as  re- 
quested by  General  Schuyler  : 

CwUqr.  lb.' 

6  coils  Spun  Yam,  -     -    -     -     -72  26 

2  Jib-Stays,  6^  inches,  16  fathoms,  3  2  6 
200  fathoms  2-inch  Rope,  in  4  coils,  3  0  1 
200  fathoms  2i-inch  Rope,  in  2  coils,  3  119 
100  fathoms  3-inch  Rope,  in  1  coil,    2  2  24 

2  coils  Ratline, 1   1   10 

3i  inch  Stays, 107 


£98  19  6 


22  3  10 
1  dozen  white  Hamberline;  12  dozen  Marline 
and  Houseline  -------- 

5  pieces,  192^  yards, English  Duck;  amount  £28  18  3. 

The  above  articles  were  desired  by  a  letter  from  Captain 
Varick,  by  General  Schuyler's  order.  That  letter  was  dated 
2d  May,  and  the  whole  went  to  Albany  in  a  vessel,  which 
sailed  from  New-  York  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  May, 
directed  to  Walter  Livingston,  Esq. 

The  Congress  have  not  any  Lead,  and  know  not  how  to 
obtain  it,  but  what  remains  in  and  on  the  dwelling-houses. 

Colonel  Malcolm  has  Rigging;  Holland  Duck,  at  £9, 
and  Raven's  Duck,  are  in  town,  and  may  be  purchased  if 
wanted. 

Colonel  Putnam's  (Engineer)  demand  from  the  invoice 
of  goods  lately  taken,  and  carried  into  Boston  : 

Sand-bags,  the  whole  ;  Mantelets  of  cured  Hides,  100 ; 
Broad- Axes,  100;  Hand-Hammers,  50 ;  Grind-Stones,  15; 
Hand-Hatchets,  500 ;  Felling-Axes,  300 ;  Hand-Bills,  500 ; 
Spades,  1000 ;  Shovels,  500 ;  Carpenters'  Tools,  the  whole 
the  invoice  contains. 

Plan  for  General  Putnam's  consideration,  to  employ  the 
Armed  Vessels  under  his  command,  and  which  will  pre- 
vent the  King's  Ships  being  supplied  with  fresh  Provision 
by  the  enemies  of  America  ;  likewise  being  very  useful  to 
protect  the  vessels  bound  here  with  Ammunition,  and  dis- 
tress those  bound  here  with  Stores  from  Great  Britain 
and  West-India  Islands,  which  are  now  on  their  way 
for  this  Port. 

First.  Colonel  Tupper,  commanding  the  sloop  Hector, 
with  a  number  of  whale-boats,  to  protect  the  western  shore, 
from  Amboy  down  to  Sandy-Hook. 

Second.  The  armed  schooner  Mijlin,  with  four  whale- 


boats,  to  attend  Barren  Island  and  Hog-Island  Met,  near 
Rockaivay. 

Third.  The  armed  sloop  General  Schuyler,  with  two 
whale-boats,  to  attend  the  Inlet  at  Fire-Island,  where  ves- 
sels of  ten  feet  water  may  go  in,  and  which  lies  near  about 
the  middle  of  the  south  side  of  Long-Island. 

Fourth.  The  armed  schooner  General  Putnam  to  pro- 
ceed down  to  Shrewsbw-y  Inlet,  Shark  River,  and  Cranberry 
Inlet,  even  down  to  Egg-Harbour,  on  the  western  shore, 
near  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  range  from  Sandy-Hook ; 
which  will  protect  the  western  coast,  and  havin"  several 
inlets  to  run  the  vessel  in,  in  case  they  are  overmatched ; 
and  which  will  be  very  useful  to  the  vessels  now  expected 
there  with  ammunition. 

General  Putnam,  in  concurrence  with  the  Committee  and 
Colonel  Tupper,  approves  of  the  within  plan. 

S.  B.  Webb,  A.  D.  C. 


GENERAL    PUTNAM    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New- York.  May  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  represented  to  me  by  Colonel  Knox, 
commanding  officer  of  the  Continental  Artilleiy,  that  there 
is  an  old  house  almost  in  ruins,  so  situated  that  in  case  it 
should  take  fire  it  would  greatly  endanger  the  great  labo- 
ratory at  the  new  Bridewell,  in  the  Common,  where  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  fixed  ammunition  of  the  Army  is  now 
lodged  ;  and  that  the  danger  is  greatly  increased  by  the  house 
being  possessed  by  some  paupers,  who  have  fire  in  the  house 
frequently  at  ..ight  as  well  as  by  day.  The  property  of  the 
house  is  of  so  little  value,  and  of  so  little  use,  that  there  can 
be  no  inducement  to  keep  it  at  so  great  a  risk.  I  must 
therefore  hope  the  Congress  will  take  proper  measures  for 
its  removal. 

I  am  your  most  humble  servant, 

Israel  Putnam. 

To  the  President  of  the  Congress  at  New-  York. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fort  George,  May  24,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  On  the  22d  I  was  honoured  with  your  Ex- 
cellency's favour  of  the  17th  instant ;  and  the  same  evening 
the  nails  and  lead  arrived  here ;  thirty-one  boxes  of  the  latter 
I  gave  in  charge  to  Colonel  Winds,  who  left  this  with  his 
regiment  yesterday  morning;  the  remainder  is  gone  with 
General  Sullivan,  who  sailed  hence  with  Irvine's  and  Wayne's 
at  eight  this  morning.  Dayton's  is  not  returned  from  Tryon 
County ;  nor  have  I  heard  what  is  doing  there.  I  have 
batteaus  sufficient  to  move  him,  but  shall  construct  fifty 
more,  to  be  employed  on  Lake  George  and  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  in  transporting  provisions,  &,c.,  for  the  Army. 

I  enclose  your  Excellency  an  estimate  of  the  men  neces- 
sary to  be  employed  in  transporting  and  guarding  the  pro- 
visions between  Albany  and  Canada ;  but  if  flour  can  be 
procured  there,  nearly  one-half  of  the  number  of  men  men- 
tioned for  the  batteau  service  may  be  dispensed  with,  when 
a  considerable  stock  is  laid  in,  but  even  then  I  shall  not 
have  numbers  sufficient,  with  Van  Schaick' s  ?mA  Wynkoop's, 
to  clear  Wood  Creek,  cut  the  roads,  repair  Ticonderoga,  and 
do  the  variety  of  work  necessary  in  this  quarter.  1  must 
therefore  beg  for  a  reinforcement. 

Two  Mohawk  Indians  came  on  the  21st  to  the  landing, 
at  the  north  end  of  Lake  George,  and  after  inquiring  what 
news,  and  where  the  commanding  officer  at  Ticonderoga 
kept,  they  said  they  were  going  to  see  him ;  but  they  soon 
took  another  route  to  the  westward.  We  suppose  these  to 
be  some  of  the  Indians  who  went  with  Sir  John  Johnson. 
We  have  small  scouting  parties  out ;  but  if  we  should  dis- 
cover them,  we  are  unable  to  send  after  them,  as  we  have 
so  few  men  here. 

Mr.  McNeil,  who  left  St.  Johns  on  Friday  last,  informs 
me  that  the  Eighth  Regiment  and  a  number  of  Indians  were 
coming  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  that  a  reinforcement 
was  ordered  to  Colonel  Bedel,  who  is  at  the  Cedars ;  and 
that  Warner's  Green-Mountain  Boys  were  also  to  go  up 
there. 

As  Ticonderoga  is  to  be  repaired,  an  Engineer  will  be 
wanted,  and  none  is  to  be  procured  here. 

Not  having  received  a  line  from  Mr.  Price  to  advise  me 
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of  what  flour  can  be  procured  in  Canada,  I  liave  thought  it 
expedient,  lest  the  Army  should  sutler,  to  order  up  a  quantity. 
About  three  hundred  barrels  are  gone  on  since  the  13th 
instant,  and  eleven  hundred  and  ninety-one  of  pork,  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  of  which  reached  St.  Johns  on  the  17th 
in  the  morning,  and  I  believe  about  a  like  quantity  arrived 
there  on  each  of  the  four  succeeding  days,  so  that  all  my 
'ears  of  the  Army's  starving  are  vanished. 

I  have  this  afternoon  experienced  a  very  severe  fit  of  the 
ague.  I  was  in  hopes  it  had  taken  its  farewell  for  this  sea- 
son. I  shall  vigorously  attack  it  with  the  bark,  and  hope 
to  eradicate  it  by  that  means. 

If  such  a  number  of  British  and  foreign  troops  are  des- 
tined for  Canada  as  is  said,  more  of  ours  will  be  wanted 
there,  and  very  soon  too. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  dear  sir,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  p^^^^^  Schuyler. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

An  estimate  of  the  number  of  Men  necessary  to  transport 
Provisions  for  ten  thousand  men  from  A  lb  an  y  to  Canada, 
specifying  the  manner  in  which  it  is  conveyed. 

Bbls. 
Ten  thousand  weight  of  Pork,  is    -----     -       50 

Ten  thousand  weight  of  Flour,       ------       55 

Add  for  Sundries,      ----------       15 

To  leave  Albany  each  day,     -----     120 

At  Albany  the  provision  is  put  into  batteaus  capable 
of  carrying  thirteen  barrels,  when  Hudson  River  has 
plenty  of  water ;  but  henceforward  only  ten  bar- 
rels will  be  carried  in  each  batteau.  Thus  it  will 
take  twelve  batteaus  ;  but  I  have  stationed  fourteen 
between  Albany  and  Half-Moon,  (which  are  about 
ten  miles  apart,)  to  make  up  for  rainy  days  and  ac- 
cidents ;  each  of  these  batteaus  are  navigated  by 
three  men,  ------------       42 

From  Half-Moon  it  is  conveyed  in  wagons  to  Stil- 
water;  the  distance  twelve  miles. 

From  Stillwater  it  is  conveyed  to  Saratoga,  twelve 
miles  further  in  fourteen  boats,  ------       42 

From  thence  it  is  conveyed  two  miles  by  land  to 
Md^eil's,  and  four  batteaus  receive  it  there  and 
convey  it  to  Fort  Miller,  which  is  about  three  and 
a  half  miles,     -----------       12 

Here  is  a  land  carriage  of  half  a  mile  above  the  Falls  ; 
thence  it  is  carried  in  fourteen  batteaus,  and  the 
river  being  rapid  and  incommoded  with  rifts  or 
small  falls,  each  boat  must  have  four  men,  the  dis- 
tance about  eight  miles,    --------       56 

From  Fort  Edward  it  is  carried  to  Fort  George  by 
land,  distance  fifteen  miles.  On  Lake  George  we 
have  a  flat-bottomed  boat  with  sails,  which  will 
carry  about  two  hundred  barrels  ;  and  allowing  five 
days  for  a  trip,  she  carries  at  the  rate  of  forty  bar- 
rels a  day,  and  is  navigated  by------         8 

Eleven  batteaus  carrying  thirty  barrels  each,  and  navi- 
gated by  seven  men,  making  a  trip  in  four  days, 
convey  at  the  rate  of  about  eighty-two  barrels,  (the 
length  of  the  Lake  thirty-six  miles,)      -     -     -     .       77 

From  the  north  end  of  Fort  George  it  is  conveyed 
one  and  a  half  mile  by  land  to  Lake  Champlain, 
where  it  is  put  in  one  batteau,  making  four  trips  a 
day,  and  carried  to  Ticonderoga,  the  distance  about 
one  and  a  half  mile,    ---------         7 

On  Lake  Champlain  we  have  two  schooners,  a  sloop 
and  a  row-galley,  which  may  carry  about  six  hun- 
dred barrels,  and  make  a  voyage  to  St.  Johns  (about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles)  in  ten  days,  which 
is  at  the  rate  of  sixty  barrels  a  day,  navigated  by 
sailors,  assisted  by  about  --------       30 

For  the  remaining  sixty  barrels  per  day,  it  will  take 
twenty  batteaus,  carrying  thirty  barrels  each,  ma- 
king a  voyage  in  ten  days,  navigated  by  eight  men 
each,     -.-.-.-------     160 
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A  guard  at /jf«//'-3ioon  of  privates, 12 

A  guard  at  .S'^iV/wfl^er  of  privates,  ------  ]2 

A  guard  at  Saratoga  of  privates,   ------  24 

A  guard  at  iVicA'ciY's  of  privates,    ------  12 

A  guard  at  i^sri  MiV/er  of  privates,     -----  12 

A  guard  at  Fort  Edward  of  privates,  -----  24 

A  guard  at  the  landing  at  the  north  end  of  Fort 
George,  and  at  the  north  side  of  the  Carrying- 
place,    -------------  48 

A  guard  at  Crotvn  Point,     --------  24 

Fort  George  should  not  by  any  means  have  a  garri- 
son less  than     -----------  200 

Ticonderoga  should  have  a  like  number,  -     -     -     -  200 
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Colonel  Van  Schaick's  Regiment  by  last  return,  -  425 
Colonel  Wynkoop^s  Regiment,  supposed  at  most  to  be  300 
Hired  batteaumen,     ----------     100 

825 

If  no  flour  is  to  be  sent,  it  will  reduce  the  number  of  men 
to  be  employed  in  batteaus  to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty. 
If,  therefore,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  were  sent  to 
these  posts,  it  would  suffice. 


CAPTAIN    WILKINSON    TO    GENERAL    GREENE. 

La  Chine,  May  U,  1776—12  o'clock  at  night,  ? 
about  12  miles  from  Montreal.      > 

My  DEAR  Sir:  We  are  now  in  a  sweet  situation :  apart 
of  the  garrison  at  Detroit,  in  conjunction  with  Indians  and 
Canadians,  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  men,  have  made 
themselves  masters  of  Colonel  Beattie's  Regiment,  who  were 
stationed  about  nine  miles  from  this  place  among  the  Ce- 
dars, and  have  cut  off  our  friend  Major  Sherburne,  with  one 
hundred  and  forty  men,  who  were  detached  to  relieve  the 
regiment,  which  defended  itself  in  a  little  fort.  The  Major, 
with  that  courage  which  marks  his  character,  pushed  his 
way,  after  an  engagement  of  four  hours,  into  the  fort,  and 
was  afterwards  obliged  to  yield  for  want  of  ammunition  and 
provision  ;  since  which  time.  General  Arnold,  with  a  hand- 
ful of  men,  have  been  throwing  up  a  breastwork  here,  in 
order  to  stop  the  enemy's  progress  ;  and  had,  indeed,  medi- 
tated a  plan  of  attacking  them.  But  alas,  so  astonishingly 
are  matters  conducted  in  this  quarter  that,  notwithstanding 
the  General's  most  pressing  solicitations,  and  the  length  of 
time  since  he  took  possession  of  this  post,  we  cannot  now 
muster  more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  whilst  the 
proximity  and  movements  of  the  enemy  assure  us  that  we 
shall  be  attacked  within  six  hours.  Their  drums  were  heard 
this  evening  at  our  camp,  and  a  man  of  mine  was  shot  through 
the  thigh  within  half  a  mile  of  it  by  an  Indian,  who  took  off" 
a  prisoner.  But  the  morning  dawns — that  morn  big  with 
the  fate  of  a  few,  a  handful  of  brave  fellows.  I  shall  do 
my  part ;  but  remember,  if  1  fall,  I  am  sacrificed.  May  God 
bless  you  equal  to  your  merits.     Vale. 

James  Wilkinson. 


COLONEL  SMALLWOOD  TO  MARYLAND  CONVENTION. 

Annapolis,  May  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  Being  conscious  that  you  and  the  honourable  Con- 
vention at  this  time  are  much  engaged  in  publick  business 
of  much  consequence,  it  is  with  reluctance  that  I  am  obliged 
to  address  you  on  business  of  less  importance ;  but  am  per- 
suaded, as  it  will  not  trespass  much  on  your  time,  and  thai 
it  will  appear  necessary,  hope  this  will,  in  some  measure, 
excuse  the  application  at  this  busy  period.  I  find  leather 
breeches  and  stockings  are  with  much  diiBculty  procured  ; 
and  those,  in  all  probability,  not  to  be  had  in  such  quanti- 
ties as  will  be  wanting  by  the  fall,  when  they  will  be  abso- 
lutely necessary.  This,  perhaps,  might  be  remedied  by  al- 
lowing the  soldiers  breeches  and  splatterdashes  in  one  piece, 
made  of  osnaburghs,  which  would  not  only  be  uniform  with 
the  hunting  shirts,  but  a  good  substitute  for  leather  breeches 
and  stockings,  and  would  enable  those  who  have  been  fur- 
nished, to  lay  them  up  for  the  winter.  The  soldiery  would 
willingly  purchase  one  pair,  if  the  Convention  would  allow 
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another,  which  would  enable  them  to  be  clean  and  com- 
fortable. 

I  am,  with  much  regard,  sir,  your  ver}-  obedient,  humble 

»^"'«"''  W.  Smallwood. 

To  Tliomas  Johnson,  Esq. 


MARTLAND  COUNCIL   OF   SAFETY   TO    NORTH-CABOLINA   COM- 
MITTEE OF  SAFETY. 
[No.  159.]  Annapolis,  May  25,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Hugh  Young, 
that  five  hundred  weight  of  powder,  belonging  to  this  Pro- 
vince, arrived  at  Neivbern,  in  ^orth- Carolina,  from  St.  Eus- 
tatia,  shipped  by  Captain  Abraham  Vanbibhcr,  on  board  of 
Captain  Luce.  You  will  probably  want  the  powder,  there- 
fore we  have  given  him  no  orders  for  its  removal,  but  will 
exchange,  if  you  think  proper,  for  the  same  quantity,  to  be 
delivered  us  by  your  Delegates  at  Philadelphia. 

We  are,  &ic. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety  o{  North- Carolina. 


Resolved,  unanimousli/,  Tliat  we  will  support  the  mea- 
sures now  adopted  at  all  hazards,  be  the  consequences  what 

^^  ""^^'  Philip  Boehm,  Chairman. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  CAPTAINS  SAND,  RIDLEY, 
AND    MAWBRAY. 

[No.  160.]  .Annapolis,  May  25,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  This  Board  have  been  requested  by  the 
Convention  to  countermand  your  ordere  for  sailing.  You 
are  therefore  not  to  move  from  your  station  till  you  have  fur- 
ther directions ;  or  if  you  have  moved,  you  are  to  return  into 
the  river  Patapsco.     We  are,  &ic. 

To  Captains  Sand,  Ridley,  and  Mawbray. 


FROM  THE  president  OF  CONGRESS, 

Philadelphia,  May  25,  1776. 

Sir:  As  the  Congress  have  desired  the  battalions  of  As- 
sociators  in  and  near  the  City  and  Liberties  to  have  their 
battalions  drawn  out  as  early  as  they  can  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, and  propose  with  the  Generals  now  in  town  to  attend 
the  review  at  nine  o'clock,  I  have  it  in  command  to  order 
you  to  draw  out  such  of  the  Continental  troops  as  have 
arms,  and  form  them  in  battalion  with  the  Associators  afore- 
said. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Continental  Troops  in 
Philadelphia. 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  (PENNSYLVANIA)  ASSOCIATORS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Associators  belonging  to  the  Second 
Battalion,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  North- 
ampton, near  to  Lawrence  Good's  Plantation,  in  Whitehall 
Township,  May  27, 1776 — consisting  of  about  nine  hundred 
men. 

Major  Philip  Boehm  being  unanimously  chosen,  was  seat- 
ed in  the  chair. 

The  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  15th  instant  being  read, 
was  unanimously  approved  of. 

The  Protest  of  the  20th  instant,  of  divers  inhabitants  of 
this  Province  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,  to  the  ho- 
nourable the  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  being  read, 
was  unanimously  approved. 

It  being  moved,  and  the  question  thereupon  put,  Whether 
the  present  Government  is  competent  to  the  exigencies  of 
our  affairs  ?  The  same  was  carried  in  the  negative  unani- 
mously. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a  Provincial  Convention 
ought  to  be  chosen  by  the  people,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  carrying  the  said  Resolve  of  Congress  into  execution. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a  reasonable  number  of  the 
Committee  of  Northampton  County  be  appointed  (by  the 
Committee)  to  meet  a  number  from  the  other  County  Com- 
mittees, at  Philadelphia,  the  18th  day  of  next  month,  to  hold 
a  Provincial  Conference,  in  order  to  determine  upon  the 
number  of  which  the  Convention  for  framing  a  new  Gov- 
ernment shall  be  composed,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
shall  be  elected. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Chairman  be  directed 
to  sign  these  Resolves  on  behalf  of  this  present  assembly. 


MEETING    OF    COMMITTEE    OF    PRIVATES. 

The  Committee  of  Privates  of  Colonel  Bartraim  Gal- 
braith's  Battalion  having  received  the  Circular  Letter  from 
the  Committee  of  Privates  of  this  City  and  Liberties,  with 
the  copy  of  the  Protest  entered  into,  the  Proceedings  of  the 
publick  meeting  held  on  the  20th  ultimo,  and  the  alarm, 
after  due  and  mature  deliberation  on  the  aforesaid  papers, 
unanimously  entered  into  the  following  Resolutions: 

"  Elizabethtown,  May  27,  1776. 

"Resolved,  unanimously.  That  we  join  with  you,  gentle- 
men, in  your  Protest,  and  the  late  Resolve  of  Congress  for 
totally  suppressing  all  power  and  authority  derived  from  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  contents  of  the  above- 
mentioned  papers. 

"Resolved,  uiianimottsly,  That  we  will  support  you  in  the 
measures  you  have  now  adopted  at  all  hazards,  be  the  con- 
sequences what  they  may,  as  our  views  and  interests  are  the 


same  with  yours. 


John  Jamison,  Sen.,  President. 


To  the  Committee  of  Privates,  Philadelphia. 


NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE. 

Committee-Chamber,  May  25,  1776. 

Whereas  information  has  been  given  to  this  Committee, 
that  a  report  is  circulating  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  John 
Alsop,  Esq.,  respecting  the  sale  of  some  Tea,  and  his  refu- 
sing Continental  Money  for  the  same : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Dunscomb  and  Mr.  Berrian  wait 
upon  Mr.  Alsop  and  acquaint  him  therewith. 

Mr.  Dunscomb  and  Mr.  Berrian  having  waited  upon  him, 
report.  That  Mr.  Alsop  is  desirous  to  be  called  before  this 
Committee,  requesting,  at  the  same  time,  that  Colonel  Lott 
and  Mr.  Van  Alstyne  (from  whom  the  report  was  said  to 
have  originated)  might  be  ordered  to  attend  also. 

Colonel  Lott  attending  this  Committee,  says :  That  Mr. 
Alsop  told  Mr.  Van  Alstyne  that  he  could  not  sell  his  Tea 
for  less  than  six  shillings  per  pound,  being  a  company  con- 
cern. Mr.  Van  Alstyne  replied.  What  can  I  gel,  then,  by 
retailing  it  again  ?  Mr.  Akop  then  answered,  that  he  could 
not  tell,  but  that  he  had  been  told  some  persons  charged 
for  bags  and  twine.  That  Mr.  Alsop  said  he  would  be  glad 
to  receive  one  shilling  and  three  pence,  hard  money,  for  the 
Tea,  to  pay  a  debt  contracted  by  Congress  in  Canada.  Mr. 
Lott  told  him  he  had  about  three  hundred  pounds  in  New- 
York  and  Jersey.  Mr.  Alsop  answered,  lie  would  rather 
take  Continental,  as  that  would  pass  better  at  Philadel- 
phia. 

Mr.  Van  Alstyne  attended  this  Committee,  and  says :  That 
he  went  with  Colonel  Lott  to  Mr.  Alsop  to  purchase  Tea. 
That  Mr.  Alsop  told  him  it  was  six  shillings  per  pound,  half 
hard  money;  that  he  wanted  to  procure  hard  money  for  the 
Congress,  to  discharge  a  debt  contracted  in  Canada ;  that 
the  examinant  asked  Mr.  Alsop  how  he  could  sell  the  Tea 
for  six  shillings,  if  he  jiaid  six  shillings  for  it.  That  Mr. 
Alsop  made  answer,  that  he  might  sell  the  Tea  for  six  shil- 
lings, and  charge  for  the  bags. 

Mr.  Akop  being  sent  for,  attended,  and  confessed  the 
truth  of  Mr.  Lott's  evidence,  but  does  not  remember  that 
he  told  Mr.  Van  Alstyne  he  might  sell  the  Tea  for  six  shil- 
lings, and  charge  for  the  bags,  as  mentioned  in  Mr.  Van 
Alstyne's  information,  but  might  have  said  he  heard  it  was 
done ;  and  if  he  had  said  so,  it  was  not  right,  and  he  was 
sorry  for  it. 

The  Committee  taking  the  above  matters  into  considera- 
tion, and  debates  arising  thereon,  the  following  questions 
were  put : 

1 .  Whether  Mr.  Alsop  has  violated  the  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress in  the  sale  of  Tea  ?     Carried  in  the  negative. 

2.  Whether  Mr.  Alsop  has  violated  the  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress in  asking  hard  money  on  the  sale  of  Tea  ?  Carried 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Alner  then  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Harper,  That 
the  Minutes  of  this  Committee  should  be  published. 

Debates  arising  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  was 
carried  in  the  negative. 
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FViday,  June  7,  1776. 

Whereas  several  persons  who  have  been  called  before  this 
Committee  for  violatint?  the  Resolves  of  Conjcress  in  the  sale 
of  Tea,  and  depreciating  the  Continental  Paper  currency, 
alleged  in  their  justification  the  example  and  recommen- 
dation of  John  Alsop,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  Minutes  of  this  Committee 
relative  to  the  inquiry  made  into  Mr.  Akop's  conduct,  be 
handed  up  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

Josh.  Winter,  Secretary. 


WILLIAM    SMITH    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Manor  of  St.  George,  May  25,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  Committee  of  Brookhaven,  Manor  of 
St.  George,  and  Patentship  o(  Meritches,  met  the  2.3d  in- 
stant. A  number  of  evidences  being  sworn,  it  appeared 
manifest  to  the  meeting  that  there  was  a  communication 
from  JVinthrop's  Patent  and  the  ships  of  war  lying  at  the 
Hook ;  it  appeared  also  one  Oyer,  a  skipper,  had  carried 
off  a  number  of  men — at  least  eight  or  ten — last  Saturday 
night,  the  most  of  them  from  Connecticut  or  Westchester,  who 
had  been  skulking  in  the  woods  a  considerable  time  before 
they  went  off.  There  are  missing  from  that  patent  at  least 
three  or  four  persons,  who  are  supposed  to  be  gone  with 
them — in  particular,  one  Fountain,  a  gunsmith.  Gycr  has 
been  several  trips  out  at  the  Inlet,  and  when  returned  gave 
no  satisfactory  account  to  those  who  asked  him  where  he 
had  been,  and,  it  is  thought,  has  carried  people  to  the  men- 
of-war  before,  as  people  have  come  from  the  main  shore  to 
Stony-Brook,  and  then  gone  through  the  woods  to  Win- 
throp's  Patent:  men  have  been  seen  with  arms  who  were 
unknown  to  the  inhabitants,  and  have  given  so  great  unea- 
siness to  the  people  that  they  have  called  on  the  Minute- 
men  and  Militia  for  assistance:  there  have  been  fifteen 
Minute-men  stationed  there  since  last  Monday.  It  is  sus- 
pected, besides  men,  they  get  from  that  quarter  water,  oys- 
ters, and  clams,  which  are  there  in  the  greatest  plenty.  As 
the  Minute-men  are  such  persons  who  are  carrying  on  busi- 
ness in  the  farming  way,  and  cannot  leave  home  without 
almost,  if  not  quite,  ruining  themselves  and  families,  I  was 
ordered  by  letter  to  lay  the  aftair  before  the  Congress,  not 
doubting  (if  they  thought  proper)  they  would  report  the 
same  to  the  Commander-in-Chief.  It  was  thought  by  the 
Committee  that  a  small  armed  vessel  stationed  at  or  near 
the  Inlet  (where  the  sounding  is,  as  1  am  informed,  from 
eight  to  twelve  feet)  would  answer  the  purpose  best.  Peo- 
ple in  these  parts  are  much  alarmed,  especially  since  we 
now  know  that  they  have  on  board  the  men-of-war  those 
who  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  navigation  of  the 
South  Bay.  Pray  let  us  hear  from  you  soon.  This  Com- 
mittee have  collected  between  forty  and  fifty  guns  for  the 
use  of  troops,  which  are  much  better  than  I  could  expect, 
and  will  soon  be  repaired.  The  greatest  sticklers  for  Minis- 
terial measures  step  toward  the  Continental  as  fast  as  could 
be  expected  in  this  quarter. 

Gentlemen,  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  very 
humble  servant, 

William  Smith. 

To  the  Provincial  Congress  now  sitting  in  New-  York. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Brookhaven, 
Manor  of  St.  George,  and  Patentship  of  Mcritches,  con- 
vened on  the  l;3th  of  iV%,  1776,  John  Woodhull,  Esquire, 
in  the  chair,  and  twenty  Membere  present:  Sundry  evi- 
dences being  called  to  discover  the  secret  plots  and  miscon- 
duct of  sundry  evil-minded  persons: 

Mr.  Daniel  Nash,  being  sworn,  deposeth.  That  he  heard 
Andrew  Fatchin  say,  as  he  was  going  home  from  the  general 
training,  the  Congress  goes  on  as  they  ought  not  to  do,  and 
damned  the  Congress  in  all  their  unlawful  proceedings,  and 
used  mucli  more  unfriendly  discourse. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Finch,  being  sworn,  deposeth,  That  he 
heard  Andrew  Fatchin  damn  the  Congress,  and  used  them 
with  very  abusive  language,  and  was  a  mind  that  all  present 
(being  a  considerable  number)  should  agree  with  him  to 
resist  and  oppose  the  Congress,  and  all  military  officers,  and 


others  holding  commissions  under  the  Congress  ;  he  particu- 
lariy  damned  Colonel  Jf'illiam  Floyd,  saying  he  came  home 
from  the  Congress  on  purpose  to  make  disturbance,  and  the 
devil  would  have  him,  for  he  would  go  to  hell  for  what  he 
had  done,  and  so  would  Captain  Nathan  Rose  and  Lieu- 
tenant William  Baker,  and  persuaded  all  present  to  agree 
to  go  to  no  more  trainings,  saying  neither  he  nor  any  of  his 
should,  and  said  all  those  who  would  not  so  agree  were 
worse  than  Infidels. 

At  another  meeting  of  the  Committee  aforesaid,  convened 
on  the  23d  of  May,  1776,  John  Woodhull,  Chairman,  and 
sixteen  Members  present: 

Mr.  Joseph  Ruland,  being  sworn,  deposeth.  That  he 
being  with  his  vessel,  a  few  days  past,  in  the  South  Bay, 
against  Hempstead,  and  being  on  shore,  a  man  (to  him  a 
stranger)  offered  him  (the  said  Ruland)  nine  dollars  to  cany 
him  (the  said  stranger)  on  board  die  ship  Dutchess  of  Gor- 
don, to  see  Governour  Tryon;  and  that  said  stranger  in- 
quired of  him  (the  said  Ruland)  if  he  knew  one  Nathan 
Gyer,  of  Blue-Foint ;  and  so  deponent  answered  Yes  ;  upon 
which  said  stranger  asked  him  if  there  were  not  some  men 
with  said  Gyer,  and  if  said  Gyer  had  not  carried  them  on 
board  the  ships  of  war,  saying  those  men  were  his,  belong- 
ing to  his  company,  which  he  said  was  then  full ;  to  which 
said  Ruland  answered.  That  there  was  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  men  (said  to  be  from  Connecticut)  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  said  Gyer,  and  he  believed  Gyer  had  carried  them 
off  in  his  boat,  but  he  did  not  know  where. 

Mr.  Henry  Hulse,  Junior,  being  sworn,  deposeth.  That 
he  was  an  apprentice  to  Stephen  Fountain,  who  was  gone 
from  home,  and  carried  with  him  his  gun  and  powder,  and 
had  sent  him  (the  deponent)  home  to  his  father's,  to  stay 
until  times  were  settled ;  and  that  a  number  of  New-England 
people  had  staid  in  that  neighbourhood,  being  to  him  stran- 
gei-s,  who  were  often  in  private  conference,  in  private  places, 
with  said  Fountain,  and  would  not  let  him  (the  deponent) 
come  near  them,  nor  hear  what  they  said ;  and  that  tiiey 
are  now  all  gone,  he  supposeth,  in  company  with  Stephen 
Fountain. 

Mr.  Seth  Scribner,  being  sworn,  deposeth.  That  Lazarus 
Gyer  (son  of  Nathan  Gyer)  came  to  his  house  and  staid  all 
night  with  his  brother,  Ebenezer  Scribner,  and  were  much 
together  in  private,  and  that  now  they  are  both  missing,  and 
that  a  number  of  others  are  gone  also,  namely,  Eliakim 
Jones,  Stephen  Fountain,  Jonathan  Baker,  Junior,  Joseph 
Scribner,  Andrew  Fatchin,  and  others,  but  he  knows  not 
where,  and  says  that  if  there  were  any  private  plots  among 
them,  they  would  not,  he  supposeth,  let  him  know  of  it. 

Mr.  John  Smith,  of  Winthrop's  Patent,  deposeth.  That 
Nathan  Gyer  and  his  wife  told  him  (the  said  John  Smith) 
that  Captain  Jonathan  Baker  had  urged  said  Gyer  to  go  off 
speedily  with  his  vessel,  lest  he  should  be  taken ;  and  that 
said  Baker  told  said  Gyer  he  came  to  him  on  purpose  to 
hurry  him  (the  said  Gyer)  off,  lest  a  mob  (meaning  a  party 
of  Minute-men  sent  by  the  Committee)  would  catch  him, 
this  being  the  last  time  said  Gyer  went  from  Blue-Point 
with  his  vessel;  and  that  the  time  before,  he  (the  said 
Gyer)  told  the  deponent  that  said  Baker,  as  a  Committee- 
man, gave  him  (the  said  Gyer)  liberty  to  go  out  with  his 
vessel,  and  hurried  him  away,  saying  Humphrey  Avery,  one 
of  the  members  of  this  Committee,  had  a  warrant  from  this 
Committee  for  him  (the  said  Gyer.) 

Mr.  Daniel  Davis,  Junior,  being  sworn,  deposeth.  That 
he  was,  not  long  since,  at  the  south  side  of  the  Island,  in 
company  with  Captain  Jonathan  Baker,  whom  he  heard 
say  he  must  go  up  and  see  the  Tories ;  and,  being  in  dis- 
course, one  word  brought  on  another,  until  Captain  Jo?ia- 
than  Baker  said,  with  a  resolute  voice  and  in  a  disaffected 
manner,  that  if  the  Congress  threw  off  dependance  upon 
Great  Britain,  he  would  oppose  them,  and  swore,  by  the 
living  God  who  made  him,  he  would  beat  up  for  volunteers 
to  raise  a  company  to  oppose  the  Congress  in  that  case, 
and  would  do  it  if  they  quartered  or  cut  him  in  inch  pieces 
for  so  doing. 

At  another  meeting  of  the  said  Committee,  assembled  on 
the  4th  of  June,  1776,  fifteen  Members  being  present,  and 
Josiah  Smith  being  chosen  Chairman  pro  tempore: 

Mr.  Ananias  Smith,  being  sworn,  deposeth.  That  Cap- 
tain Jonathan  Baker,  in  discourse  with  him,  owned  he  gave 


571 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  fee,  MAY,  1776. 


572 


JS'athan  Gyer  liberty  to  go  out  with  his  vessel  the  last  time 
but  one,  and  tl)at  said  Gyer  and  his  wife  told  him  so  too ; 
and  that  when  said  Gyer  was  getting  ready  to  go  the  last 
time,  lie  (the  deponent)  was  very  uneasy,  having  heard 
very  credibly  that  several  strangers  were  in  the  place,  whom 
he  feared  said  Gyer  had  agreed  to  carry  on  board  the  ships 
of  war,  and  went  to  Mr.  Humphrey  Avery  to  have  the  vessel 
of  said  Gyer  prevented  from  going  out ;  which  not  being 
likely  to  be  effected,  he,  to  be  further  satisfied,  went  and 
watched  the  shore  until  about  nine  or  ten  o'cloc-k  in  the 
evening,  when  he  saw  the  boat  of  Captain  Jonathan  Ba- 
ker go  from  Daniel  Nash's  Landing,  (whom  he  expected 
had  harboured  these  Tory  strangers,)  full  of  men,  (as  he 
took  it.)  and  went  round  until  against  the  house  of  Nathan 
Gyer,  and  alongside  of  said  Gyer's  vessel,  which  he  thinks 
they  went  on  board  of,  and  thereupon  heard  a  gun  fired  on 
board  said  vessel,  which  he  supposeth  was  a  token  for  said 
Gyer  and  others  to  know  they  were  got  on  board,  and  for 
them  to  come  also.  And  said  deponent  saith,  that  the  wife 
of  said  Gyer  told  him  since  that  her  husband,  with  two 
strangers,  and  others,  went  out  of  the  house  to  go  on  board 
the  same  time  the  said  gun  was  fired  ;  and  that,  in  justifica- 
tion of  her  husband,  she  said  that  Captain  Jonathan  Baker, 
one  of  the  Committee,  had  given  her  husband  leave  and 
liberty  to  go  this  last  time  with  his  vessel  and  passengers  ; 
and  the  deponent  declares,  that  from  the  foregoing,  and  the 
manner  and  situation  in  which  he  saw  the  boat  of  Captain 
Jonathan  Baker  next  morning,  and  many  other  circum- 
stances which  were  to  him  very  strong  and  convincing,  he 
judges,  and  does  verily  believe,  that  Captain  Jonathan  Ba- 
ker lent  his  boat  for  that  purpose.  And  the  said  Ananias 
Smith  doth  further  declare,  that  he  is  a  neighbour  to  Cap- 
tain Jonathan  Baker,  and  hath  daily  observed  his  language, 
manner  of  deportment,  and  general  conduct,  and  doth  seri- 
ously believe,  from  what  he  has  seen  of  him,  and  from  his 
general  character,  that  he  hath,  for  months  past,  spent  the 
chief  of  his  time  in  promoting  of  and  carrying  on  a  corres- 
pondence with  our  common  enemies,  and  helping  such 
amongst  us  to  go  on  board  the  King's  ships  of  war,  and 
daily  busy  in  promoting  disaffection  amongst  the  inhabitants 
to  the  cause  o(  America,  and  entirely  believes  him  to  be  our 
inveterate  enemy ;  and  hath  heard  him  say  there  was  no 
order  in  this  Committee,  (of  which  he  was  a  member,)  nor 
ever  had  been. 

Ephraim  Marvin,  Adjutant,  being  sworn,  deposeth,  That 
being  sent  by  this  Committee  to  Rockatvay,  to  see  whose 
guns  were  on  board  the  vessel  of  Nathan  Gyer  when  taken 
there  by  the  Riflemen,  and  to  apprehend  Captain  Jonathan 
Baker  and  others,  and  give  orders  to  others  to  apprehend 
and  secure  them,  if  hereafter  to  be  found,  the  deponent 
saith,  that  on  his  way  thither  he  saw  the  horse  of  said  Ba- 
ker tied  behind  the  house  of  Daniel  Hart,  and  the  depo- 
nent being  alone,  and  apprehending  said  Hart  would  rescue 
said  Baker  from  him  (the  deponent)  should  he  attempt  to 
imprison  him,  therefore  the  deponent  went  forward  without 
discovering  himself  until  he  came  to  the  Riflemen  at  Rock- 
away,  who  let  him  go  on  board  the  vessel  of  Nathan  Gyer, 
which  they  had  there  taken  with  Nathan  Gyer,  Lazarus 
Gyer,  and  Ebenezer  Scribner  on  board  ;  and  the  Riflemen 
showed  him  a  number  of  guns  taken  on  board,  from  which 
they  conjectured  others  had  escaped  from  on  board  before 
they  had  taken  the  vessel ;  and  the  deponent  saith,  that 
upon  examining  and  viewing  the  guns,  he  saw  the  guns 
belonging  to  and  commonly  used  by  Jonathan  Baker  afore- 
said and  Stephen  Fountain,  also  the  guns  of  Eliakim  Jones 
and  Joseph  Scribner,  and  a  number  of  other  guns  that 
he  did  not  know,  one  of  which  was  a  Holland  gun,  with 
the  upper  side  of  the  barrel  flat  from  the  lock  to  near  the 
muzzle,  and  another  that  was  a  short  musket  with  a  brass 
round  the  stock  below  the  lock.  And  the  said  deponent 
saith,  that  with  three  Riflemen,  he  went  in  pursuit  of  said 
Baker ;  and  coming  near  the  house  of  James  Morris,  he 
saw  said  Baker  start  from  the  fore  door,  and  run,  as  he 
supposeth,  through  the  house,  and  from  the  back  door 
northward  towards  the  woods,  but  was  catched  by  the 
Rifle  Sergeant.  And  the  said  deponent  declares  that,  from 
the  best  circumstances  he  could  learn,  said  Baker  and  Foun- 
tain, and  all  the  above-named  men,  with  many  others,  had 
been  on  board  the  vessel  of  Nathan  Gyer — in  her  to  have 
a  passage  to  tlie  ships  of  war  in  the  King's  service. 


V\wn  Adjutant  Marvin's  declaring  that  the  gun  of  Cap- 
tain Jonathan  Baker  was  amongst  those  taken  on  board 
the  vessel  of  Nathan  Gyer,  Captain  Baker  said  he  did  not 
know  how  it  came  there,  and  that  this  was  the  first  he  knew 
or  had  heard  of  his  gun's  being  from  home,  and  said  it  was 
then  in  his  house.  Upon  which  it  was  alleged,  that  before 
the  sailing  of  Gyer's  vessel,  he  had  told  Jehiel  Weed  (not 
now  present)  that  he  was  going  across  his  corn,  and  saw 
crows  pulling  it  up,  and  went  into  the  house  for  his  gun, 
and  it  was  gone,  but  who  took  her  he  did  not  know  nor 
could  not  find  out,  but  wished  he  could,  saying  he  would 
not  take  ten  dollars  for  it;  which  allegation  said  Baker 
offered  to  declare  was  false,  and  that  said  Weed,  if  present, 
would  say  so  too,  and  so  settle  the  truth  of  the  dispute. 

Mr.  Josiah  Saturly  was  called  and  sworn,  and  deposed, 
That  being  at  the  house  of  Justice  Samuel  Tobey,  on  the 
23d  of  May,  1776,  he  heard  Captain  Jonathan  Baker  there 
tell  Jehiel  Weed  that  he  was  going,  the  other  day,  across  his 
corn,  and  seeing  the  crows  pulling  it  up,  went  into  the  house 
to  get  his  gun,  and  it  was  gone,  but  who  took  it  he  said  he 
did  not  know,  but  wished  he  did,  saying  he  would  not  take 
ten  dollars  for  it. 

Mr.  Samuel  Saturly  saith,  after  being  sworn,  That  he 
was  also  present,  and  heard  the  same  discourse  of  Captain 
Jonathan  Baker,  as  above  related  by  Josiah  Saturly. 

Ensign  Benjamin  Woodhull,  being  sworn,  deposeth.  That 
William,  Albertson,  of  Metchaboniack,  on  his  return  from 
Queen's  County,  told  the  deponent  that  he  there  met  Cap- 
tain Jonathan  Baker,  who,  after  other  discourse,  asked  said 
Albertson  if  he  knew  Lmdlee,  the  boatman,  at  Metchabo- 
niack, and  if  he  would  hire  said  Ludlee  and  his  periaugur 
for  the  use  of  some  gentlemen  belonging  towards  the  west  end 
of  Long-Island ;  and  that  said  Albertson  said  he  told  said 
Baker  he  did  not  think  Ludlee  would  be  hired  with  his  boat, 
as  the  times  were  very  difficult ;  and  that  said  Baker  said, 
tell  him  to  apply  to  me,  and  I  will  insure  her ;  this  being 
after  the  vessel  of  Nathan  Gyer  was  taken  at  Rockaway, 

Mr.  Garret  Degroat,  being  sworn,  deposeth.  That  while 
he  was  a  soldier  he  had,  with  Francis  Bartoe,  the  care  of 
Captain  Jonathan  Baker,  being  ordered  to  keep  him  in 
custody ;  and  soon  after  taken,  said  Baker,  upon  coming 
to  the  fire  in  the  house  of  Justice  Samuel  Tobey,  he  saw 
said  Baker  pull  a  paper  out  of  his  pocket,  saying  it  was 
not  a  letter  he  had  received  from  the  men  of  war ;  and  the 
deponent  seeming  to  hesitate  or  scruple  the  truth  of  his 
word,  thereupon  the  said  Baker  offered  to  let  said  depo- 
nent read  it,  but  as  the  deponent  reached  out  his  hand  to 
receive  it  to  read,  said  Baker  flung  it  into  the  fire,  sayinff, 
You  shall  not  read  it,  for  it  is  only  a  letter  I  received  from 
Mr.  William  Smith ;  and  the  deponent  saith  that  the  wri- 
ting was  large  and  black,  but  saith  he  did  not  know  the 
handwriting,  neither  did  he  read  a  word  of  it. 

Mr.  Francis  Bartoe,  being  sworn,  saith  he  only,  besides 
Garret  Degroat,  was  .present  when  Captain  Baker  burnt 
the  letter  or  paper  as  related  by  said  Garret  Degroat,  and 
that  he  (the  said  Bartoe)  was  not  very  near  to  nor  in 
reach  of  said  Baker  when  he  burnt  said  letter,  nor  observed 
whether  it  was  large  or  small  writing,  nor  whether  there 
was  much  or  little  of  it,  but  saw  it  burn. 

Mr.  Philip  Akely,  being  sworn,  deposeth.  That  his  son, 
John  Akely,  is  from  home,  he  knows  not  where  nor  what 
after,  and  hath  not  seen  him  since  Friday  last ;  he  says  his 
son  seldom  goes  much  abroad,  and  that  the  last  time  he  was 
from  home  before  now,  he  was  not  gone  more  than  six  days, 
if  so  long ;  and  that  his  son's  gun  is  a  short  musket,  with  a 
brass  round  the  stock  below  the  lock,  and  agrees  with  the 
description  Adjutant  Marvin  gave  of  one  he  saw  amongst 
those  taken  on  board  the  vessel  of  Nathan  Gyer,  and  the  last 
time  he  saw  it  or  knew  of  it  was  some  time  past,  when  it  was 
carried  to  the  shop  of  Stephen  Fountain  to  be  repaired. 

Mr.  Stephen  Akely,  being  sworn,  deposeth.  That  Ben- 
jamin Smith  has  been  much  abroad  lately,  and  that  the  last 
time  he  came  home  he  had  been  gone  several  days,  and  he 
understands  he  is  gone  again,  and  says  it  was  reported  he 
went  to  go  on  board  the  ships  of  war ;  he  saith  the  gun  of 
this  Benjamin  Smith  (son  of  John  Smith)  is  such  an  one  as 
Adjutant  Marvin  described  on  board  the  vessel  of  Nathan 
Gyer  when  taken,  having  the  upper  side  of  the  barrel  flat 
from  the  lock  to  near  the  muzzle,  and  is  what  is  called  a 
Holland  gun. 
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Alexander  Smith  doth  declare  the  same. 

Lieutenant  IViUiam  Clarke,  being  sworn,  deposelh,  That 
from  all  appearances  and  circumstances,  and  what  he  could 
learn,  Stephen  Fountain  went  on  board  the  vessel  o( Nathan 
Gyer  for  a  passage  to  the  ships  of  war  as  an  enemy  to  his 
country. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Hawkim,  being  sworn,  deposeth.  That  Cap- 
tain Jonathan  Baker  came  to  their  house  when  her  husband 
was  gone  abroad,  and  she  was  telling  him  that  she  was  very 
uneasy  about  the  times,  and  amongst  other  things,  she  asked 
him.  Supposing  there  are  Tories  amongst  us  when  the  King's 
troops  shall  come,  how  will  they  get  to  them  ?  To  which 
he  answered,  That  one  hundred  and  forty  had  asked  him 
that  question  already ;  he  also  said.  Tell  your  husband  to 
come  and  see  me,  and  do  you  come  also ;  he  also  said,  He 
advised  all  the  Tories  to  obey  all  orders  of  tbe  Committee, 
and  sign  all  their  papers  whatever,  and  by  all  means  be  still 
at  present ;  she  saith  that  she,  at  that  time,  did  not  think  he 
meant  any  harm. 

Mr.  Robert  Homan,  being  sworn,  deposeth.  That  Captain 
Jonathan  Baker  came  to  his  house,  and  asked  him  if  he 
would  not  come  down  with  Mr.  Samuel  ConJcUng,  and  help 
take  the  guard  of  Minute-men  stationed  at  Blue- Point,  say- 
ing it  was  a  poor  notion  of  the  Committee  to  send  them 
there ;  and  said  that  as  they  were  young  men  that  did  not 
know  their  duty,  he  believed  a  few  old  men  would  take 
their  guns  from  them  all. 

Mr.  Matthew  BeaU,  being  sworn,  deposeth,  That  the 
common  report  of  Captain  Jonathan  Baker  is,  that  he  is 
an  unfriendly  person  to  the  common  cause  of  America; 
yet  saith  he  doth  not  know  him  to  be  an  enemy,  yet  he 
does  verily  believe  him  one,  from  circumstances  he  hath 
observed  in  his  deportment,  and  the  manner  of  his  spend- 
ing his  time  amongst  others  who  bear  the  same  unfriendly 
character. 

Mr.  Humphrey  Avery,  being  sworn,  deposeth.  That  he 
knows  nothing  of  Captain  Jonathan  Baker  of  his  own  ab- 
solute knowledge  that  does  positively  prove  him  an  enemy 
to  his  country,  but  that  he  hath  observed  many  circum- 
stances in  his  behaviour  that  hath  given  him  (the  deponent) 
strong  suspicion  that  he  is  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  is 
so  deemed  by  common  report ;  he  saith  that  he  heard  said 
Baker  say  there  was  no  order  in  the  Committee,  and  des- 
pised their  conduct. 

This  may  certify,  that  the  thirteen  foregoing  pages  con- 
sists of  true  copies  of  the  evidence  of  the  twenty-two  afore- 
mentioned witnesses,  who  were  all  regularly  sworn  and 
examined  before  the  Joint  Committee  of  Brookhaven,  Ma- 
nor of  Saint  George,  and  Patentship  of  Meritches,  and  the 
evidence  of  each  witness  recorded  upon  the  Record  of  said 
Committee ;  and  that  at  the  examination  of  each  of  said 
witnesses,  the  sum  and  substance  of  what  each  declared 
was  then  so  carefully  recorded  as  that,  upon  distinctly 
reading  to  each  witness  what  was  recorded  as  his  or  her 
evidence,  each  of  them  declared  that  the  Record  so  read 
was  truth,  and  agreeable  to  their  respective  meanings. 
Attest:  Ebenezer  Dayton, 

Clerk  of  the  said  Committee. 

June  14,  1776. 


ALBANY    COMMITTEE    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Albany  Committae-Chamber,  May  25,  1776. 
Honoured  Sir:  We  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Committee  of  Tryon,  and  our  answer  thereto ;  from 
which  you  will  perceive  that  we  have  promised  them  your 
answer,  with  which  we  beg  to  be  favoured  for  that  purpose 
as  soon  as  convenient,  or  that  you  would  forward  it  to  them, 
as  you  think  proper. 

We  are,  sir,  with  much  esteem,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servants, 

Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

To  General  Schuyler. 

Gennan  Flats,  May  23,  1776. 
Sir:  This  is  to  acquaint  you  that  we  did  stop  all  the 
batteaus  from  here  to  Stanwix,  and  found  the  chief  part 
of  them  is  for  supply  for  the  garrison,  as  they  are  loaded 
with  loaf-sugar,  green  tea,  shoes,  soap,  spirits,  wine,  brown 
sugar,  &.C.,  and  such  articles  are  no  Indian  supply  ;  but  by 


this  they  have  a  very  small  trifle  of  wampum,  which  is  likely 
for  Indian  afl'airs,  but  only  for  a  scheme,  under  the  pre- 
text that  they  may  pass  with  the  rest ;  and  we  shall  leave 
it  to  your  judgment  whether  we  shall  let  the  fort  be  supplied 
as  our  enemies,  or  we  shall  do  the  best  for  the  country ; 
and  we  expect  a  speedy  answer  what  to  do  in  so  critical  an 
affair. 

And  remain,  with  all  respect,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee :  r>  x-i 

■'  b  REDERICK  b  ox. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Robert  Yates  : 

Sir  :  Please  to  deliver  the  within  letter  to  the  Committee 
of  Albany,  and  desire  their  advice  to  the  Committee  of  Ger- 
man Flats,  and  you  will  oblige,  sir,  your  most  humble  ser- 

'  Volkert  p.  Douw. 

Albany  Committee-Chamber,  May  25,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  have  received  your  favour  of  the  23d 
instant.  By  the  passes  the  traders  have  obtained,  they 
were  only  to  carry  merchandise  to  trade  with  the  Indians. 
You  have  therefore  done  well  to  stop  them,  as  they  had 
with  them  necessaries  for  the  supply  of  the  gamson.  Your 
representation  of  this  matter  we  shall  transmit  to  General 
Schuyler  immediately;  however,  we  are  of  opinion,  in  case 
they  leave  the  necessaries  for  the  garrison,  that  you  may 
let  them  pass  with  such  merchandise  as  is  manifestly  intend- 
ed for  trade  with  the  Indians.  The  moment  we  receive 
the  General's  answer,  we  shall  transmit  it  to  you  for  your 
further  guide. 

True  copies.     Attest : 

Matthew  Visscher,  Secretary. 
To  the  Committee,  German  Flats. 


ELDAD  TAYLOR  TO  BENJAMIN  LINCOLN. 

Westfield,  May  25,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir  :  As  soon  as  I  received  the  publick  mo- 
neys for  the  troops  at  Canada,  I  proceeded  on  my  journey, 
arrived  safe  at  Westfield,  and  this  week  I  continued  my 
journey  through  the  green-woods  to  Barrenton,  where  I  in- 
tended to  strengthen  my  guard  ;  but  hearing  that  General 
Schuyler  was  not  at  Albany,  but  was  gone  up  to  the  Lake, 
I  doubted  of  the  propriety  of  delivering  the  money  to  any 
other  person,  as  my  order  was  to  deliver  it  to  Mr.  Schuyler 
and  take  duplicate  receipts  of  it ;  and  travelling  now  appear- 
ing more  dangerous  than  common,  I  immediately  sent  for 
Colonel  Mark  Hopkins  and  Doctor  Whiting,  to  advise 
with.  Mr.  Hopkins  came  to  see  me  soon,  from  whom  I 
received  the  intelligence  of  a  most  hellish  plot  laid  against 
the  Province,  as  was  supposed;  which  the  Committees  of 
the  whole  County  of  Berkshire  were  then  and  had  been 
some  days  sitting  to  search  into,  and  to  see  what  further  dis- 
coveries might  be  made.  Two  persons,  who  had  been  in 
the  Army,  were  in  the  plot — one  was  a  Sergeant  and  the 
other  an  Ensign.  The  manner  of  their  leaving  the  Army  I 
must  omit  for  brevity's  sake  ;  but  they  say,  on  examination, 
as  I  was  informed  by  Colonel  Hopkins,  that  they  heard  one 
Brown,  an  officer,  say  that  there  were  but  two  persons  in 
the  York  Congress  but  what  were  Tories,  and  they  had 
communication  with  the  Asia ;  and  that  tiie  York  forces 
were  to  be  stationed,  as  many  as  possible,  in  a  line  of  forts 
from  Montreal  to  York,  on  Hudson's  River,  to  cut  off  our 
communication  with  the  Southern  Governments  as  soon  as 
matters  were  ripe,  and  the  Ministerial  troops  were  advanced 
up  Canada  River.  The  said  evidences  further  say  that 
most  of  the  towns  on  Hudson's  River  were  in  the  combina- 
tion, and  then  the  King's  ships  might  proceed  up  said  river 
with  safety. 

How  far  this  inteUigence  may  be  depended  upon  I  can- 
not say,  but  there  appears  to  be  much  secret  riding  in  the 
night  amongst  the  Tories.  The  upper  TpAvt  of  Berkshire 
has  set  up  a  night-watch.  The  said  watch  took  up  McKay, 
that  broke  his  parole  and  absconded  from  Hartford,  with 
one  John  Graves,  from  Pittsfield,  who  went  to  Hartford, 
as  was  supposed,  and  went  through  Westfield  in  the  night 
and  through  the  woods,  as  pilot  to  McKay.  They  sent 
them  to  Hartford.     John  Johnson  and  the  Albany  Tories, 
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Bander  and  otliei-s,  have  fled  to  the  westward,  supposed  to 
gather  the  Iruliam,  and  go  down  the  St.  Laurence  River 
and  meet  the  King's  forces.         .,      ,.        .^  „,,. 

Upon  mature  consideration,  with  advice  of  Doctor  f'fhi- 
tinir  I  proceeded  no  fartiier  with  the  money,  but  committed 
it  into  the  care  of  Colonel  Hopkim,  until  1  might  have  ad- 
vice from  the  Council  whether  to  proceed  and  deliver  the 
money  to  any  other  person  besides  Mr.  Schuyler,  as  there 
are  Air.  Sullivan  and  Mr.  Trumbull  in  Albany.  If  I  must 
proceed  to  the  Lake,  1  must  have  a  strong  guard.  I  wait 
with  hopes  of  speedy  instructions  and  orders  what  to  do.  It 
gives  me  pain  to  have  the  care  of  so  much  money. 

Query.  Whether  it  is  advisable  to  send  the  money  until 
a  further  discovery  or  examination  into  the  hellish  plot  be 
made,  though  I  doubt  not  but  the  money  is  much  wanted 
with  the  soldiers. 

•  With  the  highest  regard,  sir,  I  am  your  Honour's  most 
humble  servant,  ^^ldad  Taylor. 

To  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Lincoln,  or  the  Hon.  Joseph  Pal- 
mer, at  Waterlown  or  Boston. 


To  the  Honourable  Council  and  the  Great  and.  General 
Court  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  in 
New-England  : 

These  may  inform  your  Honours,  that  whereas  Stephen 
Parker  went  from  Machias,  with  letters  of  recommendation 
from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  to  procure,  if  possible, 
provisions  for  Machias  aforesaid ;  and  being  then  in  great 
want,  he  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  as  he  informs,  and 
proves  by  letters  brought,  without  any  success  ;  and  on  his 
return  back,  being  at  Nantucket,  lie  met  with  one  Mr.  Ti- 
mothy Fitch,  with  whom  he  says  he  agreed  to  send  provi- 
sions to  Machias  and  take  lumber  therefor,  in  case  that 
liberty  could  be  obtained  for  the  said  Fitch  to  send  the 
lumber  from  Machias  to  the  West-Indies.  On  account  of 
which  he,  the  said  Parker,  says  that  he  sent  from  Nantuck- 
et to  Watertoton  in  order  to  obtain  liberty  of  your  Honours 
to  trade  to  the  West-Indies,  but  was  advised  not  to  men- 
tion it ;  and  then  he,  the  said  Parker,  returned  back  to 
Nantucket,  and  engaged  to  take  a  brig  belonging  to  the  said 
Fitch  and  proceed  with  her  to  Cape  Passue,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Nova-Scotia,  and  there  to  sell  off  the  provisions 
and  buy  a  load  of  fish  for  the  said  brig,  and  procure  a  Nova- 
Scotia  register ;  which,  he  says,  he  went  to  Halifax  and 
obtained,  and  then  ordered  the  said  brig  to  proceed  to  Ja- 
maica. But  as  there  was  some  dispute  about  provisions 
being  carried  out  of  Nantucket  without  a  permit  from  some 
of  the  Committees  on  the  continent,  said  Parker  applied, 
as  we  have  been  informed,  to  the  Committee  of  Falmouth 
for  a  permit,  which  was  granted  accordingly,  for  the  said 
Parker  to  bring  provisions  to  Machias  aforesaid,  and  then 
he  proceeded  to  Cape  Passue  as  aforesaid,  and  dealt  as 
aforesaid,  without,  as  he  saith,  any  intent  of  bringing  the 
said  provisions  to  Machias,  except  his  commissions  on  the 
cargo,  which  he  has  actually  brought  in  the  whole  or  in 
part. 

And  for  the  aforesaid  reasons  we  have  thought  proper  to 
take  the  said  Parker's  notes  of  hand,  which  he  had  by  him, 
into  our  possession,  and  them  safe  to  keep  for  security  that 
he  should  not  depart  this  place  until  your  Honours'  pleasure 
is  known ;  and  therefore  we  take  this  opportunity  to  inform 
your  Honours  of  our  proceedings,  and  hope  your  Honours 
will  give  us  further  directions,  as  you,  in  your  wisdom,  shall 
think  best  for  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  United  Colonies. 
The  securities  taken  amount  to  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  nine  pence.  We  thought 
best  to  inform  your  Honours,  and  not  to  send  the  person 
without  it  is  required ;  and  we  shall  be  always  ready  and 
will  cheerfully  obey  your  Honours'  commands  ;  and  any 
advice  your  Honours  may  think  fit  to  give  us  will  be  grate- 
fully acknowledged  by  your  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

William  Tcpper,  Ckrk. 
Machias,  May  35,  A.  D.  1776. 


Fooks,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Lizard,  arrived  from  Quebeck 
in  the  Hope  transport : 

On  board  the  Maria,  opposite  St.  Ann's,  May  25,  1776. 

Mt  Lobd:  1  have  this  moment  received  an  account 
from  Captain  Forster,  that  he,  with  a  detachment  of  the 
Eighth  Regiment,  some  Canadians,  and  a  number  o(  In- 
dians, had  taken,  the  19th  instant,  a  fort  at  the  Cedars,  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  three  hundred  and  ninety  Rebels, 
prisoners  at  discretion.  The  day  following,  a  party  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  Rebels  crossed  from  the  Island  of 
Montreal  to  Kinchin ;  those  were  attacked  by  Messrs.  La- 
rimer and  Mongtiny,  defeated  and  taken. 

The  small  force  that  is  already  arrived  is  drawing  nearer 
to  tKe  Rebels,  to  see  if  any  assistance  can  be  given  to  the 
King's  good  subjects  above,  who  have  begun  rather  sooner 
than  I  could  have  wished.  The  Rebels  are  still  numerous 
in  the  Province,  and  talk  of  large  reinforcements. 

I  am,  k,c.,  Guy  Carleton. 

Lieutenant  Fooks  sailed  from  Quebeck  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  26th  of  May,  and  gives  an  account  that  before  his 
departure  some  Indians  had  arrived  from  the  party  at  the 
Cedars,  about  eight  leagues  from  Montreal,  who  informed 
him  that  the  Indians  of  the  Western  Confederacy  were  in 
motion  to  join  the  King's  troops,  and  that  a  very  large  body 
of  them  were  within  three  days'  march  of  the  Cedars.  He 
adds,  that  the  same  night  he  left  ^uebcck  he  met  the  trans- 
ports with  the  British  Regiments  from  Irehnd,  under  con- 
voy of  the  Carrysfort  and  Pearl,  and  had  no  doubt  of  their 
arriving  at  Quebeck  the  next  morning ;  and  that,  on  his 
arrival  at  the  Isle  of  Coudre  on  the  28th,  he  found  the 
transports  with  the  Brunswick  troops,  under  convoy  of  the 
Juno  and  Blonde,  at  anchor,  waiting  the  return  of  tide,  in 
order  to  proceed  up  to  Quebeck,  the  wind  being  then  un- 
favourable; but  that  Licutenant-General  Burgoyne  was 
gone  before  in  the  Surprise  frigate,  and  probably  would 
land  at  Quebeck  on  the  evening  of  the  26th. 


EDMUND    PENDLETON   TO   MARYLAND    CONVENTION. 

Williamsburgh,  May  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  On  Wednesday  last  Lord  Dunmore  and  the  fleet  at 
Norfolk  quitted  that  station  and  fell  down  into  Hampton 
Roads,  where  they  remained  till  yesterday  evening,  when 
they  got  under  way,  apparently  intending  out  to  sea ;  but 
this  morning  were  discovered  by  our  look-outs  to  have  turn- 
ed up  the  bay,  and  had  passed  the  mouth  of  York  River.  I 
this  moment  received  the  intelligence,  and  thought  it  might 
be  useful  to  communicate  it  to  you  by  express,  that  you 
might  not  mistake  it  for  some  other  armament.  We  have 
reason  to  believe  they  are  much  ia  want  of  provisions,  and 
also  that  they  are  but  weakly  manne(l,  as  they  burnt  several 
small  vessels  before  they  left  Norfolk,  and  three  of  a  large 
size  just  before  they  quitted  the  road. 

The  Roebuck  is  returned  from  Delaware,  and  is  with  this 
fleet. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

Edmund  Pendleton. 

To  the  Hon.  the  President  of  the  Convention  of  Maryland. 


Whitehall,  June  24,  1776. 
The   following  letter   from  General  Carleton  to  Lord 
George  Germaine,  was  this  morning  received  by  Lieutenant 


THOMAS    DORSEY   TO   MARYLAND  COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

May  26,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  When  I  was  at  Annapolis  a  few  days  past, 
there  was  a  memorial  lodged  with  the  Convention  by  Mr. 
Henry  Ridgely,  reflecting  greatly  on  my  honour.  I  return- 
ed home  to  get  acquainted  with  the  charge,  that  I  might 
have  the  charger  summoned  to  support  his  assertion  ;  the 
Convention  rising  before  I  could  return,  I  apprehend  the 
business  will  lay  before  your  Honoui-s.  It  is  of  such  a  na- 
ture that  I  hope  it  will  not  pass  unnoticed  by  your  Honours. 
If  the  charge  alleged  should  be  fixed,  I  shall  expect  to  be 
treated  with  ignominy  and  dishonour.  The  charge  is  infa- 
mous. You  will  be  pleased  to  let  me  know  when  it  will 
be  taken  under  consideration,  that  I  may  prepare  to  defend 
myself.  The  sooner  your  Honours  will  bring  it  to  issue, 
the  more  thankful  I  shall  be.  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  for 
a  copy  of  the  memorial. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Dorsey. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 
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GEORGE   BRENT    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

May  2C,  1776. 

Honoured  Gentlemen  :  As  I  conceive  it  will  be  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  people  in 
Skipton  District,  that  a  small  (juantity  of  powder  and  lead 
be  lodged  there,  in  case  of  an  Indian  war,  and  as  it  is  most 
probable  the  same  may  happen  this  summer  from  our  ill 
success  against  Quthcck,  I  beg  that  two  hundred  pounds  of 
powder,  and  a  pro])ortional  quantity  of  lead,  may  be  sent 
to  the  Committee  of  that  District,  to  be  in  readiness  for  the 
above-mentioned  contingency. 

I  am,  honourable  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Brent. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


FROM    the    president    OF    CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  May  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  To  prevent  any  mistake  in  consequence  of  my  let- 
ter to  you  of  yesterday's  date,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  the 
Battalions  of  Associafors  are  to  form  distinct  from  your 
Corps,  and  to  be  solely  commanded  by  their  own  officers. 
This  you  will  please  to  notice,  and  post  your  troops  in  the 
Qeld  in  such  order  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  disposition  of 
the  city  troops. 

I  ara,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  Fresident. 

To  the  Officer  commanding  the  Continental  Troops  in  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

CAPTAIN     HAMILTON    TO    NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 

New- York,  May  26,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  take  the  liberty  to  request  your  attention 
to  a  few  particulars,  which  will  be  of  considerable  impor- 
tance to  the  future  progress  of  the  company  under  my  com- 
mand ;  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  as  speedy  a 
detemiination  concerning  them  as  you  can  conveniently 
give. 

The  most  material  is  respecting  the  pay.  Our  company, 
by  their  articles,  are  to  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations, 
and  to  receive  the  same  pay,  as  the  Continental  Artillery. 
Hitherto  I  have  conformed  to  the  standard  laid  down  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Congress,  published  the  10th  May,  1775 ; 
but  I  am  well  informed  that,  by  some  later  regulation,  the 
pay  of  the  Artillery  has  been  augmented,  and  now  stands 
accordino;  to  the  following  rates : 


Captain,      -     £10  13  4 

Bombardiers,  - 

Captain-Lieut.,     8    0  0 

Gunners,    -     - 

Lieuts.,  each,  -     7    6  8 

Matrasses,  -     - 

Sergeants,  -     -     3    6  8 

Drummers  and 

Corporals,  -     -     3    1  4 

Fifers,  -     -     - 

£3 
3 
2 

3 


0  0 


By  comparing  these  with  my  pay-rolls  you  will  discover 
a  considerable  difference ;  and  I  doubt  not  you  will  be 
easily  sensible  that  such  a  diSerence  should  not  exist. 

I  am  not  personally  interested  in  having  an  augmentation 
agreeable  to  the  above  rates,  because  my  own  pay  will  re- 
main the  same  that  it  now  is ;  but  I  make  this  application 
on  behalf  of  the  company,  as  I  am  fully  convinced  such  a 
disadvantageous  distinction  will  have  a  very  pernicious  effect 
on  the  minds  and  behaviour  of  the  men.  They  do  the  same 
duty  with  the  other  companies,  and  think  themselves  enti- 
tled to  the  same  pay.  They  have  been  already  comparing 
accounts,  and  many  marks  of  discontent  have  lately  appear- 
ed on  this  score.  As  to  the  circumstance  of  our  being  con- 
fined to  the  defence  of  the  Colony,  it  will  have  little  or  no 
weight ;  for  there  are  but  few  in  the  company  who  would 
not  as  willingly  leave  the  Colony,  on  any  necessary  expedi- 
tion, as  stay  in  it,  and  tney  will  not  therefore  think  it  reason- 
able to  have  their  pay  curtailed  on  such  a  consideration. 

Captain  Beauman,  I  understand,  inlisted  all  his  men  on 
the  above  terms ;  and  this  makes  it  very  difficult  for  me  to 
get  a  single  recruit ;  for  men  will  naturally  go  to  those  who 
pay  them  best.  On  this  account,  I  should  wish  to  be  im- 
mediately authorized  to  offer  the  same  pay  to  all  who  may 
incline  to  inlist. 

The  next  thing  I  should  wish  to  know  is,  whether  I  might 
be  allowed  any  actual  expenses  that  might  attend  the 
inlistment  of  men,  should  I  send  into  the  country  for  that 
purpose.     The  expense  would  not  be  great,  and  it  would 


enable  me  to  complete  my  company  at  once,  and  bring  it 
the  sooner  into  proper  order  and  discipline. 

Also,  1  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  if  my  company  is 
to  be  allowed  the  frock,  which  is  given  to  the  other  troo])s 
as  a  bounty.  This  frock  will  be  extremely  serviceable  in 
summer,  while  the  men  are  on  fatigue,  and  would  put  it  in 
their  power  to  save  their  uniform  much  longer. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most 

obedient  servant,  a     tr  /->    /   • 

'  A.  Hamilton,  Captain. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress. 


general  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fort  George,  May  26,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Since  my  last  of  the  24th,  I  have  received 
sundry  letters  from  Canada,  of  which  the  enclosed  are 
copies. 

The  five  batteaus  sent  with  provisions  on  the  14th,  ar- 
rived at  St.  Johns  on  the  17th,  as  I  have  already  observed 
to  your  Excellency  in  my  last.  I  have  now  three  hundred 
barrels  of  pork  here,  part  of  which  will  go  in  the  large  boat, 
which  I  momently  expect ;  but  I  cannot  send  any  in  bat- 
teaus for  want  of  men,  nor  can  Colonel  Wynkoop  (to  whom 
I  sent  for  two  companies)  supply  any  without  stopping  all 
there.  I  have  sent  for  troops  to  Albany,  but  do  not  expect 
to  procure  many. 

Mr.  Deane,  who  left  Montreal  on  Thursday  last,  informs 
me  that  a  part  of  the  Eighth  Regiment,  with  about  one 
hundred  and  seventy  Indians,  had  actually  arrived  near  the 
Cedars ;  that  the  Caughnawagas  are  friendly,  but  refuse  to 
take  up  arms  in  our  favour. 

I  wish  it  could  be  so  managed  that  the  Indians,  on  their 
visit  to  your  Excellency,  were  detained  as  long  as  possible, 
and  by  some  means  or  other  induced  to  go  to  Philadelphia 
and  other  places,  that  they  might  serve  as  a  kind  of  hostages 
for  the  peaceable  demeanour  of  the  others. 

Yesterday,  I  received  the  enclosed  from  Colonel  Dayton. 
From  the  declaration  of  Lady  Johnson,  that  we  shall  soon 
hear  where  he  is.  I  suspect  he  is  only  gone  towards  Oswego, 
to  meet  with  Major  Hamilton,  who,  I  find,  from  an  inter- 
cepted letter  to  one  of  our  prisoners,  was  to  fall  on  the  Co- 
lony in  that  quarter.  This  has  induced  me  to  order  Colonel 
Dayton  to  remain  in  Tryon  County  until  further  orders, 
although  he  is  much  wanted  in  Canada.  Your  Excellency 
will  please  to  signify  your  pleasure  on  this  measure. 

The  two  last  corps  of  General  Sullivan's  Brigade  have 
thrown  all  the  communication  on  Hudson's  River  in  the 
greatest  confusion.  They  took  the  wagons  stationed  at  the 
different  carrying-places,  and  consequently  stopped  the  trans- 
portation in  batteaus ;  and  all  this  directly  contrary  to  clear 
and  explicit  orders  given  them  before  I  left  Albany,  and  in 
spite  of  the  Quartermasters  and  Commissaries,  who  showed 
and  read  my  orders.  This  infamous  manoeuvre  has  greatly 
retai'ded  the  provisions  in  their  way  up.  I  am  fully  deter- 
mined to  suspend  the  next  officer  that  shall  offend,  until  the 
pleasure  of  Congress  is  known.  1  know  this  to  be  a  stretch 
of  power,  but  necessity  will  oblige  me  to  it. 

I  am,  dear  General,  with  the  most  respectful  sentiments, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  &c. 

COMMISSIONERS    IN    CANADA    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Montreal,  May  16,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  We  are  favoured  with  yours  of  the  7th  in- 
stant. The  Army  here  is  suffering  for  want  of  provisions, 
particularly  pork.  None,  or  next  to  none,  is  to  be  procured 
in  Canada.  For  God's  sake  send  off  pork,  or  our  troops 
will  be  greatly  distressed  for  want  of  provisions,  and  may 
mutiny  and  desert  to  the  enemy. 

The  enclosed  letters  from  General  Arnold  will  give  you 
the  latest  intelligence  we  have  received  from  below.  Gene- 
ral Thompson  and  Colonel  St.  Clair  sailed  from  this  place 
yesterday  for  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel ;  which  place  we  hope 
he  reached  last  night.  They  intended  to  proceed  to  Des- 
chambault  immediately.  We  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  main- 
tain that  post,  if  Carleton  has  no  more  forces  than  mentioned 
in  Arnold's  letters,  from  the  intelligence  given  by  Mr.  Bon-^ 
field. 
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We  have  been  alarmed  this  morning  with  the  approach 
of  some  Indians  and  soldiers  from  Detroit  and  the  upper 
garrisons,  with  a  design  to  attack  our  post  at  the  Cedars. 
We  have  detaciietl  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  commanded 
by  Major  Sherburne,  to  reinforce  that  garrison,  already  con- 
sisting of  three  hundred  effective  men.  We  do  not  beUeve 
there  is  much  to  fear  from  lliat  quarter. 

For  God's  sake  send  powder  and  pork.  You  know  we 
lost  twenty  barrels  of  the  powder  which  lately  came  over 
the  Lakes. 

We  are,  with  great  esteem  and  sincere  regard,  dear  sir, 
your  most  humble  servants, 

Charles  Cahrolu  of  CarroUton. 
Samuel  Chase. 
To  the  Honourable  Philip  Schuykr,  Esq. 

GENERAL    ARNOLD   TO   THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Soiel,  May  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  wrote  you  the  12th  instant  by  express; 
since  which  I  have  purchased  twenty-seven  hundred  bushels 
of  wheat  of  Captain  Cuthbert,  at  four  shillings  and  six  pence, 
lawful  money,  payable  in  our  paper  bills,  bills  of  exchange, 
or  an  order  on  Congress,  whichever  shall  be  the  most  agree- 
able to  you.  It  is  now  sending  to  the  mills.  I  have  also  re- 
ceived two  hundred  bags  of  flour  from  below,  and  expect 
a  quantity  more  every  moment ;  also,  three  tons  of  flour, 
which  I  had  engaged  before  I  left  Montreal.  I  make  no 
doubt,  in  a  few  days,  of  collecting  a  magazine  of  flour  suf- 
ficient for  ten  thousand  men  for  three  months. 

A  Commissary  that  I  sent  out  to  purchase  provisions,  re- 
turned yesterday  with  twenty  oxen.  I  have  put  the  people 
to  half  an  allowance  of  meat,  and  added  to  their  bread.  I 
make  no  doubt  of  supporting  the  Army  until  provisions  can 
come  over  the  Lakes. 

Mr.  Bonfield,  a  gentleman  of  character,  arrived  here  yes- 
terday. He  left  Sully  on  Thursday  last,  and  Deschambault 
on  Saturday  morning,  where  General  Thomas  was  with  only 
nine  hundred  men.  Colonel  Maxwell  was  at  Jacques  Car- 
tier;  but  the  number  of  men  with  him,  Mr.  Bonfield  could 
not  tell.  Mr.  Bonfield  saw  a  number  of  the  Regular  offi- 
cers and  inhabitants  of  Quebeck  before  he  left  Sully,  who 
acquainted  him  that  on  Monday,  the  6th  instant,  arrived  at 
Quebeck  one  sloop-of-war  of  fourteen  guns,  one  twenty 
and  one  fifty-gun  ship,  from  England,  with  two  companies 
of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Regiment,  and  one  company  of 
Marines,  which  were  immediately  landed,  who,  with  the 
garrison  that  came  out  the  same  afternoon,  made  a  body  of 
one  thousand  men,  commanded  by  General  Carleton,  from 
whom  our  people  made  a  most  precipitate  retreat,  without 
ever  firing  a  gun. 

On  the  8th,  arrived  a  frigate  of  thirty  guns,  and  a  large 
Indiaman,  with  five  hundred  men  from  Halifax,  part  of 
General  Howe's  Army,  the  whole  of  which  were  on  their 
passage  for  Quebeck;  and  six  thousand  Hessians,  it  is  said, 
are  on  their  way  from  England.  If  the  latter  is  true,  we 
shall  doubtless  have  »ur  hands  full.  Colonel  Allen  is  come 
out  in  the  ship  from  England,  in  irons,  it  is  given  out,  to  re- 
ceive his  trial  for  rebellion,  and  to  be  executed  here. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  all  the  carriages,  except 
five,  which  came  with  the  heavy  cannon,  were  sent  down 
as  they  came  over  the  Lakes,  and  fell  into  the  enemy's 
hands.  1  have  written  Colonel  Hazen  to  put  others  in 
hand  immediately,  to  replace  them.  We  are  making  every 
possible  disposition  of  defence  in  our  power,  and  I  make  no 
doubt  of  securing  this  post  in  a  few  days.  None  of  the 
enemy's  ships  have  been  able  to  ascend  the  Richelieu  as 
yet.  I  make  no  doubt  Mr.  Price  will  take  effectual  mea- 
sures to  supply  with  provisions  the  garrisons  of  Monirea/, 
Chambly,  St.  Johns,  and  the  Cedars.  Enclosed  you  have 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Evans,  which  fell  into  my  hands,  which  con- 
tains a  piece  of  intelligence  worth  noticing. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  your  sentiments  in  regard  to 
inoculation  as  early  as  possible.  Will  it  not  be  best,  con- 
sidering the  impossibility  of  preventing  the  spreading  of  the 
small-pox,  to  inoculate  five  hundred  or  a  thousand  men  im- 
mediately, and  send  them  to  Montreal,  and  as  many  more 
every  five  days,  until  the  whole  receive  it,  which  will  pre- 
vent our  Army  being  distressed  hereafter ;  and  I  make  no 
doubt  we  shall  have  more  effective  men  in  four  weeks  than 
by  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  disorder  spreading — a  period 


so  near  that  the  enemy  will  not,  with  any  considerable  force, 
be  able  to  reach  this  place  by  that  time. 

A  Quartermaster-General  and  Commissary  are    much 
wanted  here.     I  have  so  much  on  hand  that  I  can  hardly 
get  one  minute  to  write.     You  will  be  kind  enough  to  ex- 
cuse haste  and  incoherency,  and  believe  me,  with  the  great 
est  respect  and  esteem,  gendemen,  your  obedient,  humble 

«*^'-^^"''  B.  Arnold. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commissioners. 


general    ARNOLD  TO  THE   COMMISSIONERS. 

Sorel,  May  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Mr.  Bonfield  further  acquaints  me  that 
General  Carleton  was  to  set  out  on  Friday,  from  Quebeck, 
to  attack  General  Thomas;  of  which  he  acquainted  the  lat- 
ter, who  was  determined  to  make  a  stand,  and  was  pre- 
paring to  receive  him.  I  have  sent  down  from  this  ten 
batteaus.  I  expect  to  hear  from  him  every  minute,  and 
shall  give  you  the  eariiest  intelligence.  When  1  arrived 
here,  Ibund  Major  Nicholson  gone  past  to  St.  Johns,  with 
intention  of  going  home.  1  immediately  wrote  the  com- 
manding officer  there  to  confine  him  until  your  pleasure 
was  known.  General  Wooster  left  this  place  yesterday  fqr 
Chambly. 

I  am,  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

B.  Arnold. 
To  the  Honourable  tlie  Commissbners. 


GENERAL    ARNOLD   TO    SAMUEL  CHASE. 

Sorcl,  May  15,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  you  the  13th,  by  Captain  Stoddard, 
and  this  morning  by  Corporal  Eustis ;  since  which  I  have 
received  your  agreeable  favour  of  yesterday,  for  which  I  am 
much  obliged  to  you,  as  well  as  for  your  kind  offer  of  a 
mutual  and  unreserved  communication  of  sentiments  ;  which 
confidence  I  shall  esteem  an  honour  done  me,  and  make  no 
doubt  it  will  be  conducive  of  the  publick  service  to  keep  up 
a  friendly  correspondence  among  the  officers. 

I  am  glad  you  have  discovered  the  sentiments  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Montreal,  which  will  furnish  an  opportunity 
of  taking  proper  measures  with  them.  I  wish  they  may  be 
coerced,  as  I  am  convinced  they  are  in  general  our  bitter  ene- 
mies. Your  appointment  of  Captain  Wool  is  very  pleasing 
to  me ;  he  is  a  spirited  good  officer.  I  yesterday  repeated 
the  order  you  gave  Colonel  Hazen,  in  respect  of  carriages.' 
As  Colonel  Clinton  goes  home,  I  am  glad  Patterson  is  sent 
for ;  I  believe  he  will  give  satisfaction.  I  had  ordered  six 
batteaus  to  Montreal,  and  will  send  four  more.  I  fancy 
General  Thompson  is  with  you  by  this  time.  I  hope  you 
will  not  detain  him,  as  he  is  much  wanted  here. 

By  a  letter  I  enclosed  you  yesterday,  you  will  find,  if  the 
intelligence  can  be  depended  on,  that  Colonel  Bedel  is  in 
very  little  danger  at  his  post.  I  am  sorry  to  say  one  great 
object  of  your  commission  in  Canada  seems  at  a  distance. 
Your  presence,  however,  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  I  am 
rejoiced  to  hear  your  determination  of  staying.  I  think  it 
is  of  the  last  importance  to  complete  our  gondolas  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  to  erect  some  batteries  here,  and  make  not 
the  least  doubt  of  Mr.  Chase's  utmost  exertion  in  the  pub- 
lick  cause,  in  which  we  are  all  embarked. 

The  information  you  have  received,  in  respect  to  Captain 
Cuthbert,  is,  I  believe,  in  part  true,  but  has  originated  from 
a  private  pique,  and  much  exaggerated.  You  will  observe 
I  have  bought  his  wheat  from  him,  which  he  readily  sold 
me,  at  the  same  rime  complained  most  bitteriy  of  being 
threatened  with  the  loss  of  his  life  by  the  same  Don  you 
mention,  who,  I  beheve,  is  a  very  bjd  man.  Many  persons 
in  the  country  are  seeking  for  private  revenge  under  pre- 
tence of  concern  for  the  publick  safety. 

Mr.  Conrad  Gregy  has  voluntarily  furnished  us  with  a 
considerable  quantity  of  flour.  Boats  are  now  gone  for  it. 
He  appeal's  friendly,  though  1  believe  him  and  Cuthbert  are 
both  Prerogative-men.  I  shall  keep  a  good  look-out  upon 
them.  I  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Williams,  acquaint- 
ing me  that  some  soldiers,  returning  from  camp,  had  plun- 
dered Mr.  Gregy' s  house,  and  with  difficulty  even  prevented 
from  burning  iu  They  are  suicides,  and  will  be  made  an 
example  of. 

I  believe  I  know  your  sentiments  in  respect  to  provisions, 
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and  shall  not  let  the  Army  suffer.  I  am  fully  of  opinion 
with  you  in  regard  to  persons  holding  criminal  correspon- 
dence with  our  enemies,  and  shall  treat  them  accordingly. 
The  proclamation  you  hint  I  think  is  both  just  and  reason- 
able, and  the  only  resource  we  have  left  to  maintain  an 
Army  in  this  country.  I  think  the  places  you  mention  for 
magazines  proper,  and  in  addition  beg  leave  to  mention  St. 
Johns  as  the  principal. 

I  have  had  in  contemplation  the  collecting  all  the  wheat 
on  the  Sorel;  but  my  attention  has  been  and  is  still  taken 
off  here.  I  have  sent  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shreve  and  fifty 
men  to  Bertier,  and  proposed  to  send  two  hundred  men  be- 
fore I  received  your  favour.  I  hope  General  Sullivan  will 
arrive  soon.  Mr.  Romans's  conduct,  by  all  accounts,  has 
been  very  extraordinary. 

Blankets  and  coarse  linens  are  exceedingly  wanted.    Most 

of  our  men,  returned  from  below,  are  naked.     Will  it  not 

be  advisable  and  justifiable  to  seize  on  all  such  goods  in 

Montreal  as  we  are  in  absolute  necessity  for,  and  pay  them 

the  value  ?     Government  has  set  us  many  precedents,  and 

necessity  will  doubtless  justify  retaliation.    This  I  submit  to 

your  better  judgment ;  and  am,  with  my  hearty  respects  to 

the  ladies  and  Mr.  Carroll,  (when  he  arrives,)  and  with  great 

respect,  esteem,  and  'good  wishes,  dear  sir,  your  obedient 

humble  servant,  r,    » 

a.  Arnold. 

To  the  Honourable  Samuel  Chase,  Esq. 

P.  S.  Colonel  Campbell  is  much  wanted  here.  I  have 
been  obliged  to  appoint  a  Deputy  Quartermaster-General  in 
his  room,  pro  tern.  B.  A. 

COLONEL   DATTON  TO   GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Johnstown,  May  24,  1776. 

Sib  :  In  my  letter  sent  yesterday,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cald- 
well, I  informed  you  of  my  intentions  of  possessing  Johnson- 
Hall.  A  guard  and  sentries  are  so  placed  as  to  intercept 
effectually  any  communication  with  any  part  of  the  country. 
Previous  to  this,  I  sent  an  officer  with  a  letter  to  Lady  John- 
son, informing  her  of  my  design,  and  requesting  all  the  keys, 
in  order  to  examine  Sir  John's  papers.  Colonel  White,  Ma- 
jor Barber,  and  myself,  waited  upon  her  shortly  after.  She 
immediately  produced  all  the  keys,  with  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  papers.  The  letters  were  carefully  perused  in  pre- 
sence of  herself,  and  a  few  selected,  copies  of  which  I  trans- 
mit you  by  this  express,  retaining  the  originals  in  my  own 
hands  until  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  or  conveying 
them  more' safely  to  you.  The  house,  also,  was  examined 
in  every  part.  Since  Mr.  Caldwell  left  this  place,  I  am 
more  assured  that  Sir  John,  with  his  party,  marched  from 
these  settlements  on  Monday  last,  for  Niagara  or  Canada. 
Lady  Johnson  assures  me  he  is  on  his  road  to  Niagara,  and 
that  we  soon  shall  hear  where  he  is.  As  the  guards  and 
sentries  around  the  Hall  must  increase  the  pain  of  her  situa- 
tion, I  have  requested  her  to  remove  to  Albany,  where,  as  I 
understand,  she  has  several  friends.  To  this  she  seems 
averse,  but  for  what  reasons  I  know  not ;  and  I  would  there- 
fore be  glad  to  receive  your  directions  on  this  head  also. 

In  consequence  of  an  express  despatched  to  Colonel 
Harkaman,  I  understand  he  has  collected  his  Militia,  in 
order  to  prevent  Sir  John's  escaping  through  that  part  of 
the  country. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Elias  Dayton. 
To  General  Schuyler. 


have  only  ninety-one  rank  and  file  fit  for  duty  ;  twenty-eight 
of  these  are  constantly  employed  in  the  batteaus  that  bring 
the  timber  for  building  others;  eight  in  the  large  boat,  and 
ten  in  various  other  services ;  so  that  I  have  only  forty- 
five  left  for  duty,  and  all  raw  and  undisciplined — a  force  so 
trifling  that  it  leaves  us  exposed  to  the  insults  of  any  very 
inconsiderable  party,  who  may  destroy  our  boats  and  build- 
ings, and  thereby  greatly  distress,  if  not  totally  render  use- 
less, our  Anny  in  Canada.  Permit  me,  therefore,  to  beg 
your  Excellency  to  order  me  a  reinforcement  the  soonest 
possible;  and  should  I  find  myself  hereafter  in  a  situation  to 
dispense  with  them.  Colonel  Van  Schaick  will  then  be  im- 
mediately sent  into  Canada. 

I  forgot  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  that  the  small 
note  I  enclosed  you  this  morning  I  received  with  the  other 
papers,  but  do  not  know  whether  intended  for  the  Com- 
missioners or  for  me ;  if  for  me,  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to 
comply  with  it,  as  I  have  not  a  person  here  who  understands 
the  construction  of  gondolas.  I  wrote  for  such  persons  to 
the  Congress  in  the  course  of  last  wintei- ;  but  if  I  had  proper 
persons  here,  it  would  be  needless  to  build  them,  as  Jhe 
waters  in  a  few  days,  if  not  already,  are  too  low  to  get 
vessels  of  that  construction  down  the  falls  of  Chambly. 

I  shall  try  to  procure  batteaumen  at  Albany  and  its  vici- 
nity ;  they  are  cheaper  at  eleven  dollars  and  a  quarter  per 
month,  than  soldiers  with  the  addiMonal  pay  of  one  shilling 
per  day,  because  they  are  more  to  be  depended  on. 

Please  to  order  up  some  flints,  with  directions  to  have 
them  forwarded  to  this  place  without  delay. 

I  am  so  weakened  by  the  ague,  which  still  continues  to 
torment  me,  that  I  cannot  bear  the  fatigue  of  visiting  the 
communication  to  Albany,  where  I  am  much  wanted. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  most  sincerely,  your  Excellency's  obedi- 
ent  and  humble  servant,  p^^^^^.  ^^^^^^^^ 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Return  of  the  Garrison  at  Fort  George,  May  26,  1776. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fort  George,  May  26, 1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  rfiy  letter  of  this  morning,  Mr.  Living- 
ston, my  Aid-de-Camp,  whom  I  sent  to  Albany  to  hasten  up 
to  this  place  whatever  of  Van  Schaick' s  and  Wynkoop's  Re- 
giments might  be  there  more  than  were  wanted  to  man  the 
batteaus  employed  in  transporting  provisions,  is  returned 
here,  and  informs  me  that  the  men  of  both  those  regiments 
at  that  place  are  not  sufficient  to  man  the  batteaus.  This 
information  is  corroborated  by  a  letter  from  my  Secretary, 
and  gives  me  great  uneasiness,  lest  our  Army  in  Canada 
should  again  be  under  difficulties  for  want  of  the  necessary 
supplies. 

By  the  enclosed  return  your  Excellency  will  see  that  I 
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Capt.  Finck's,  Van  Schaick's  Regiment 

Capt.  Wendell's,  Wynkoop's  Resimeni 

Capi.  Van  Vechten'-,  Wynkoop's  Regiment. 
Lieutenant  Cook's  Recruits 

Total 

All  effectives.  The  above  is  extracted  from  the  returns 
of  the  several  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Companies  now 
stationed  at  Fort  George,  by 

John  Lansing,  Jun. 


MARK  HOPKINS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Great  Barrington,  May  26,  1776. 
Sir  :  A  Convention  of  the  Committees  of  Berkshire  and 
the  parts  adjacent,  have  lately,  by  two  expresses,  commu- 
nicated to  your  Excellency  their  suspicion  of  a  plot  being 
formed  for  the  destruction  of  these  tjnited  Colonies,  by  a 
combination  of  a  number  of  persons  among  ourselves  for 
that  purpose,  with  the  evidence  upon  which  that  suspicion 
was  principally  grounded.  Amongst  other  persons  accused. 
General  Schuyler  was  one,  whose  important  station  would 
give  him  peculiar  advantages  to  distress  us,  by  withholding 
support  from  the  Army  in  Canada,  if  he  were  inimically 
disposed.  The  said  Convention,  therefore,  took  all  those 
"methods  they  could  devise  to  find  out  the  sentiments  of  the 
General ;  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  we  are  now 
able  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  said  Convention  are 
satisfied  that  their  suspicions  respecting  him  were  wholly 
groundless.  That  there  has  been  a  plan  forming  among  our 
enemies  in  the  Colonies,  is  beyond  doubt,  and  we  hope  the 
whole  will  soon  be  brought  to  light ;  but  that  some  wicked  and 
designing  men  have  greatly  magnified  it,  and  falsely  asserted 
divers  persons  of  distinction  and  merit  to  be  concerned  in  it, 
in  order  to  influence  the  timid  and  ignorant  and  promote  jeal- 
ousies amongst  us,  is  indisputable.  The  Committees  of  this 
town,  Sheffield  and  Carman,  thought  it  their  duty  to  acquaint 
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your  Excellency  with  the  above,  as  perhaps  it  might  have 
some  influence  upon  your  orders  or  conduct  relating  to  those 
matters,  and  they  have  ordered  me  to  inform  you  accord- 
ingly.    This  goes  by  express. 

By  order  of  said  Connnittees,  I  am  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient,  humble  servant,  n.         .t 

'  '  Mark  Hopkins. 

To  General  Washington. 


BALTIMORE    COMMITTEE  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF   SAFETY. 
In  Committee,  Baltimore,  May  27,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Captain  John  Sterrett's  Company  of  Militia 
being  appointed  an  Independent  Company,  and  Captain 
George  fVells's  Company,  consisting  chiefly  of  ship  carpen- 
ters employed  in  working  on  the  Continental  frigate,  having 
petitioned  to  be  formed  into  an  Artillery  Company,  which 
we  presume  will  be  granted,  we  think  proper  to  add  to  the 
Baltimore-Town  Battalion,  Captain  Ihomas  Rutter's  and 
Captain  Frederick  Deamis  Companies  of  Militia,  as  the  most 
convenient  to  join  the  same  ;  and  their  situation  is  such  that 
they  cannot  with  propriety  join  any  other  Battalion. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

Frederick  Deems,  Captain  ;  Absalom  Price,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  George  Campbell,  Second  Lieutenant ;  John  Dem- 
mit.  Ensign,  and  79  Privates. 

N.  B.  Captain  Rutter  has  already  received  commissions 
for  himself  and  his  ofiicers. 

These  are  to  certify  to  the  honourable  Council  of  Safety, 
that  the  following  Returns  have  been  made  to  this  Committee 
of  Companies  of  Militia  in  Baltimore  County,  viz : 

One  Company  in  Baltimore-Town,  containing  76,  who 
have  elected  William  Buchanan,  Captain  ;  John  Smith, 
First  Lieutenant ;  Robert  Alexander,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
George  Woolsey,  Ensign. 

One  Company  in  Baltimore-Town,  containing  82,  who 
have  elected  John  Sterrett,  Captain  ;  Bennet  Eichelberger, 
First  Lieutenant ;  Hugh  Young,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Dan- 
iel Bowlt/,  Ensign. 

One  Company  in  BaWmore- Town,  containing  65,  who 
have  elected  Henry  Sheap,  Captain ;  Brittingham  Dick- 
enson, First  Lieutenant ;  Robert  Moore,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Caleb  Shields,  Ensign. 

One  Company  in  J5aZ^imore- Town,  containing  58,  who 
have  elected  William  Galbraith,  Captain ;  James  Toole, 
First  Lieutenant ;  John  Deaver,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Joseph 
Gehe,  Ensign. 

One  Company  in  Baltinwre-Toivn,  containing  71,  who 
have  elected  William  Richardson,  Captain;  JohnMcCabe, 
First  Lieutenant ;  George  Sewell  Douglass,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant; Fergus  Mclhoy,  Ensign. 

One  Company  of  Artillery,  in  Baltimore-Town,  contain- 
ing 66,  who  have  elected  George  Wells,  Captain ;  James 
Morgan,  First  Lieutenant ;  John  Hayman,  Second  Lieute- 
nant ;  James  Foster,  Third  Lieutenant. 

The  above  Companies,  together  with  Captain  Zachariah 
McCubbin's  and  Captain  James  Cox's,  who  have  received 
commissions,  we  recommend  to  be  formed  into  a  Battalion. 
We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants, 

Wm.  Lux,  Deputy  Chair.  William  Buchanan, 
Thomas  Harrison,  Thomas  Sollers, 

John  Boyd,  William  Aisquith, 

John  E.  Howard,  John  Sterrett, 

James  Calhoun,  John  Smith. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


WILLIAM    palfrey    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  29,  1776.] 

New- York,  May  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  weekly  return  of  the  state 
of  my  ofiice,  from  the  19th  to  the  25th  of  iliay,  inclusive. 

As  I  wish  to  have  my  accounts  examined  and  audited 
once  a  month,  I  should  esteem  it  as  a  particular  favour  if 
the  honourable  Congress  would  either  appoint  proper  per- 
sons here  for  the  purpose,  or  direct  General  Washington  to 
do  it.  In  my  humble  opinion,  the  best  mode  would  be  for 
three  or  more  persons  to  be  appointed  by  warrant  from  the 


General,  who  should  examine  the  accounts,  compare  the 
vouchers,  count  the  remaining  cash,  and  certify  the  same  on 
the  back  of  the  warrants. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

William  Palfrey,  Paymaster-General. 
To  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress. 


GENERAL  PUTNAM  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  27,  1 776. 

Dear  General  :  Nothing  material  has  happened  since 
I  last  wrote  you.  The  articles  General  Schuyler  wrote  for 
are  all  forwarded  ;  they  went  from  this  last  Saturday  in  a 
vessel  bound  to  Albany. 

Ijord  Stirling,  Colonel  Putnam,  and  one  officer  from  the 
train,  went  from  this  up  the  North  River  yesterday.  I 
could  not  think  it  prudent  to  send  Colonel  Knox,  as  he  was 
much  wanted  here.  The  lead  General  Schuyler  wrote  for 
was  not  to  be  had. 

I  have  written  General  Ward  for  the  following  articles 
which  were  taken  in  the  last  prize,  viz :  Sand-bags,  10,000 ; 
mantelets  of  cured  hides,  100;  broad-axes,  100;  hand- 
hammei-s,  50;  hand-hatchets,  500 ;  felling-axes,  300;  hand- 
bills, 500  ;  spades,  1 ,000  ;  shovels,  500  ;  powder,  25  tons ; 
one  half  of  the  spikes  and  nails ;  the  whole  of  the  carpenters' 
tools ;  all  the  carbines,  complete ;  and  two  tons  of  lead  out 
of  the  old  stock. 

Captain  Putnam  I  have  sent  on  express  to  forward  the 
above  articles  with  all  possible  despatch.  My  proceedings 
in  this  matter  I  hope  may  be  approved  of  by  your  Excel- 
lency, as  I  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  good  of 
the  service. 

Last  night  an  express  arrived  from  Canada,  with  a  letter 
from  General  Schuyler,  dated  Fort  George,  May  2lst,  which 
mentions  he  had  forwarded  on  all  the  provisions  then  on 
hand  ;  and  a  letter  from  General  Thompson,  dated  Chambly, 
May  14tb,  which  says  matters  are  in  a  very  confused  state. 
He  mentions  Colonel  Greaton's  and  part  of  Colonel  Bond's 
Regiments  had  gone  forward  ;  Colonel  Patterson's  at  Mon- 
treal; Colonel  Poor's  at  Ticonderoga,  waiting  for  provi- 
sions. He  expected  to  go  down  the  Sorel  and  join  General 
Thomas  that  evening.  These  letters  I  should  forward  you, 
but  expect  your  Excellency  in  town  this  day  or  to-morraw. 
Have  detained  the  express  till  your  arrival. 

I  am,  with  esteem  and  respect,  your  Excellency's  most 


obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


Israel  Putnam. 


JONATHAN   LAWRENCE    TO   NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Newtown,  May  27,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  On  complaint  of  Waters  Smith,  Esquire, 
Captain  Nathaniel  Woodard,  and  several  others  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  town,  against  John  Moore,  Jun.,  of  a  fresh 
insult  offered  to  the  L^nited  Colonies,  by  hoisting  a  large  flaf, 
or  suffering  the  same  to  be  hoisted,  on  his  grounds  in  imita- 
tion of  a  King's  standard,  the  Committee  ordered  him  to  be 
taken  into  custody,  and  brought  before  them ;  and  as  he  has 
not  given  sufficient  satisfaction,  the  Committee  thouglit  pro- 
per to  order  him  safely  conducted  to  your  honourable  Board, 
and  in  the  care  of  Captain  Abraham  Remsen,  for  further  ex- 
amination. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Jonathan  Lawrence,  Chairman. 

N.  B.  The  flag  which  was  taken  we  have  sent  by  Cap- 
tain Remsen.  

AARON    STOCKHOLM    TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE. 

New- York,  May  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  Be  it  known,  that  we,  the  subscribers,  being  present 
at  a  funeral  yesterday,  did  hear  the  following  persons,  viz: 
Peter  McLean,  Samuel  Galsworthy,  Francis  De  La  Roche, 
and  a  young  man  in  military  clothing,  who  appeared  to  be 
an  acquaintance  of  said  Galsworthy,  make  expressions  which 
we  thought  highly  dangerous  to  the  cause  of  liberty.  Mc- 
Lean in  particular  said  that  persons  who  did  not  at  present 
take  up  arms  in  the  cause  of  the  country  were  used  worse 
than  any  persons  had  ever  been  used  in  Rome,  or  any  other 
Romish  dominions. 


585 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  kc,  MAY,  1776. 


586 


Francis  De  La  Roche  said  that  he  wished  King  George 
might  rule  glorious  and  victorious  over  us.  We  made  men- 
tion that  persons  who  were  inimical  to  the  cause  of  America 
should  be  shipped  off.  McLean  made  an  answer  that  we 
must  be  very  nimble  about  it,  for  very  soon  we  would  not 
have  power  to  do  it.  The  others  made  expressions  equally 
dangerous,  the  particulars  of  which  we  will  be  able  to  tell  if 
called  upon. 

Aahon  Stockholm, 
Samuel  Prince, 
John  Bog  art, 
Thomas  Gardner. 
To  the  Chairman,  or  Deputy  Chainnan  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee of  Netv-  York. 

Referred  to  the  honourable  Congress  of  this  Colony  by 
the  General  Committee  of  this  city,  who  conceive  they  have 
not  power  sufficient  to  proceed  against  the  aforesaid  offen- 
ders. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Josh,  Winter,  Secretary. 


COLONEL    THOMAS    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

White-Plains,  May  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Elijah  Hunter  informs  me  that  he  had  encour- 
agement from  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  a  Captaincy  of 
a  Grenadier  Company  in  my  Regiment,  provided  he  could 
inlist  a  sufficient  number,  and  had  my  approbation. 

Mr.  Hunter  has  shown  me  a  roll  of  fifty  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates,  who  have  entered  themselves 
as  Grenadiers ;  and  it  is  with  pleasure  I  can  recommend  him 
as  a  proper  person  for  Captain,  and  Richard  Sackett  for 
First  Lieutenant,  Silas  Miles  for  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
Jeremiah  Lounsberry  for  Ensign.  Would  therefore  be  much 
obliged  to  the  honourable  Congress  (if  they  approve  of  the 
officers  and  of  having  a  Grenadier  Company  in  my  Regi- 
ment) to  give  orders  for  their  commissions  being  speedily 
made  out. 

1  am  your  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Thomas. 
To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony 

of  New-  York. 


TO  THE  HONOURABLE  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS  OF  THE  COLO- 
NY OF  NEW-YORK. 

■  Gentlemen  :  The  subscribers  being  desirous  (as  much 
as  in  them  lies)  to  promote  the  military  spirit  in  this  Colony 
so  very  necessary  at  this  alarming  crisis,  have,  with  the  en- 
tire approbation  of  Colonel  Jesse  Woodhull,  (the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  regiment  to  which  they  belong,)  formed 
themselves  into  a  body  for  a  company  of  Light-Horse,  sub- 
ject to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  now  are  or  may  here- 
after be  made  by  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  or 
this  or  any  future  Congress  of  this  Province,  for  regulating 
the  Militia  within  this  Colony;  and  have  also,  under  the  in- 
spection of  two  members  of  the  Committee,  elected  a  set  of 
officers  to  command  them.  They  therefore  humbly  request 
that  commissions  may  be  made  out  for  their  officers  as  soon 
as  possible,  in  order  that  they  may  know  what  to  depend  on 
with  regard  to  furnishing  themselves  with  the  necessary  ap- 
paratus for  a  complete  company  of  Light-Horse ;  and  as  in 
duty  bound  they  will  ever  pray. 

James  Seely, 
Philip  Miller, 
Samuel  Bartlet, 
Stephen  Gilbert, 
Joshua  Hulse, 
Phineas  Heard, 


Thaddeus  Seely,  James  Sayres, 

Timothy  Little,  William  Heard, 

Jonathan  Brooks,  Jun.,  Azariah  Martin, 
John  Brooks,  Samuel  Seely, 

Jonathan  Sayre,  Gideon  Salmon, 

Benjamin  Hulse,  Israel  Seely, 


Luther  Conkling,  Daniel  Reve,  Charles  Howell, 

Samuel  Tuthill,  Nehemiah  Clark,  Jonathan  Dubois, 

"William  Beardley,  Daniel  Harrison,  Stephen  Howell, 

Peter  Hubert,  Silas  Pearson,  Jun.,  John  Seely, 

Hezekiah  Watkins,  Isaac  Van  Duzer,  Moses  Carpenter, 

Joseph  Conkling,  Benjamin  Harlaw,  Nathaniel  Woodhull, 

Matthew  Wickham,  Ebenezer  Woodhull.  Andrew  Lightbody. 
William  Seely, 

Blooming-Grove,  May  27,  1776. 

In  Committee  for  Cornwall  Precinct,  at  Blooming-Grove,  5 

May  31,  1776.      5 

Application  being  made  by  the  subscribers  within  named 
for  the  approbation  of  this  Committee  to  their  forming  them- 


selves into  a  company  of  Light-Horse,  and  also  for  a  recom- 
mendation to  Congress  in  that  behalf: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  this  Committee  approve  of  the 
same,  and  request  that  commissions  may  be  granted  accord- 
ingly, if  consistent  with  the  rules  of  Congress. 
By  order  of  the  Conmiittee, 

Elihu  Marvin,   Chairman. 
Attest:  Thomas  Maffat,  Clerk. 


WILLIAM    ALLISON    TO    JOHN    HARING. 

Goshen,  May  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  After  my  respects,  must  inform  you  that  I  was  some- 
what nonplused  on  my  return  home,  to  find  I  was  appointed 
with  yourself  a  Committee  for  superintending  saltpetre  works, 
and  purchasing  any  saltpetre  manufactured  within  this  Co- 
lony. How  it  happened  that  I  never  heard  a  word  said 
about  it  while  in  town  I  can  hardly  conceive,  and  am  ready 
to  conclude  you  must  have  been  in  the  same  predicament, 
as  you  never  mentioned  it  to  me.  If  it  is  a  duty  actually 
incumbent  on  us  to  erect  or  set  on  foot  any  works,  1  think 
no  time  ought  to  be  lost ;  besides,  people  are  bringing  in 
saltpetre  to  me  and  expect  their  cash.  I  am  not  prepared 
fcr  purchasing  much.  I  have  reason  to  think  there  will  be 
a  considerable  quantity  made  in  this  end  of  the  County  by 
private  families.  Have  bought  fifty  weight  of  one  man,  who 
has  made  seventy  weight  in  the  whole,  and  who  made  four- 
teen pounds  out  of  three  bushels  of  earth.  I  have  heard  of 
several  considerable  quantities,  and  expect  them  in  every 
day.  I  wish,  if  it  could  be  so  ordered,  you  would  send  me 
some  cash  without  my  coming  down,  as  I  would  not  choose 
one  person  should  go  away  without  his  money ;  for  without 
the  experience,  you  can  hardly  conceive  the  injury  it  will  do 
the  cause  among  some  people. 

Some  hints  respecting  the  expediency  of  establishing  pub- 
lick  works,  and  the  measures  pursuing  by  the  other  Com- 
mittees, would  be  very  acceptable  by  this  post ;  and  cash  I 
think  might  come  safe  by  the  same  hand. 

I  am,  in  haste,  your  fi-iend  and  very  humble  servant, 

William  Allison. 
To  John  Haring,  Esq. 


general  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fort  George,  May  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  Last  night  Colonel  Clinton  arrived  and  brouglit  me 
the  enclosed,  by  which  I  find  the  note  alluded  to  in  mine  of 
yesterday  was  intended  for  me.  I  shall  answer  the  gentle- 
men on  the  subject  of  the  gondola  to-day.  If  the  account 
given  by  McChord  be  true,  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that 
the  siege  of  Quebeck  could  not  have  been  immediately  re- 
sumed. 

The  honourable  Commissioners,  I  suppose,  had  not  yet 
received  the  account  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  were  on  the  way  to  Canada  when  they  wrote,  nor 
of  the  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirteen  transmitted 
me  by  Governour  Cooke.  It  will,  however,  be  necessary 
to  send  more,  both  to  Canada  and  to  Mr.  Trumbull  at  Al- 
bany, for  reasons  I  have  given  in  a  former  letter. 

1  am,  most  sincerely,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  „  c< 

Philip  ochuyler. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  Medicines  are  much  wanted  at  this  post  and  lY- 
conderoga.  I  have  ordered  a  row-galley  to  be  sent  from 
Ticonderoga,  to  be  converted  into  a  gondola ;  she  served  as 
such  last  year  when  in  possession  of  the  enemy. 

commissioners    in    CANADA   TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Montreal,  May  17,  1776. 

Dear  Sib:  The  following  intelligence  was  communica- 
ted to  us  about  an  hour  ago,  and  we  think  may  be  depend- 
ed on : 

John  Mc  Chord  \ek  Loretto,  in  sight  of  Quebeck,  on  Mon^- 
day  last.  He  was  told  by  French  people  who  came  out  of 
Quebeck  on  Sunday,  that  only  two  companies  arrived  of  the 
Twenty-Ninth  Regiment,  one  frigate,  and  one  transport  from 
Halifax  on  that  day  week.  No  account  of  more  below. 
McChord  left  Jacques  Cartier  on  Tuesday  afternoon  ;  our 
troops  had  left  it  on  Sunday.     He  got  to  Deschamhauit 
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Tuesday  night.  Our  troops  left  Deschambault  on  Monday. 
He  arrived  at  Three-Rivers  on  Wednesday,  P.  M.  General  y 
Thomas  tlien  therewith  about  one  thousand  men.  Says  he 
saw  two  small  vessels  at  Escunteils,  three  leagues  below  the 
rapids  of  Richelieu.  He  was  told  the  frigate  arrived  lies  in 
the  basin  of  Quebeck.  It  was  reported  in  town  she  was 
only  sent  to  see  if  the  city  was  taken  ;  if  not,  that  General 
Howe  and  his  Army  were  to  come  there. 
/  At  present  we  procure  a  little  fresh  provisions.  We  in- 
tend to  proceed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel,  where  our  Army 
is  collected.  We  have  no  fixed  abode,  being  obliged  to 
follow  your  example  and  become  Generals,  Commissaries, 
Justices  of  the  Peace  ;  in  short,  to  act  in  twenty  different  ca- 
pacities. Things  are  in  great  confusion,  but  out  of  confusion 
we  hope  order  will  rise.  We  have  heard  nothing  to-day  from 
the  Cedars,  from  whence  we  conclude  the  report  brought 
by  Colonel  Bedel  is  groundless.  Press  Congress  to  send 
paper  money  as  well  as  specie ;  let  the  bills  be  small.  Do 
not  forget  to  send  pork  sufficient  for  the  support  of  our  Army 
here,  ammunition,  powder,  &ic.;  but  the  Generals  no  doubt 
will  write  for  such  articles  in  the  military  as  are  more  imme- 
diately wanted.  A  gondola,  built  to  carry  a  twenty-four 
pounder,  or  two  of  them,  would  now  be  exceedingly  service- 
able. By  what  time  could  you  furnish  one  ?  Pray  fit  odl 
tne  Royal  Savage  and  the  other  vessel  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible for  war,  to  keep  the  masters  of  Lake  Champlain.  Pray 
send  back  the  batteau  in  which  Doctor  Franklin  and  Mr. 
Carroll  returned,  and  remember  us  most  affectionately  to 
them.  We  desire  our  respectful  compliments  to  your  fa- 
mily, and  are,  with  great  sincerity  and  regard,  dear  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

Samuel  Chase, 

Chajiles  Carroll  of  CarroUton. 

To  General  Schuyler. 

COMMISSIONERS    IN    CANADA   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  June  10,  1776.     Referred  to  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Ser- 
geant, Mr.  F.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Gwinnet.] 

Montreal,  May  17,  1776. 
Sir:  Dr.  Franklin,  who  left  this  place  the  11th  instant, 
will  give  you  the  fullest  information  of  the  state  of  our  affairs 
in  this  Province.  We  are  sorry  to  say  that  they  have  not 
mended  since  the  Doctor's  departure ;  we  want  words  to 
-describe  the  confusion  which  prevails  through  every  depart- 
ment relating  to  the  Army.  Several  of  your  officers  appear 
to  us  unfit  for  the  stations  they  fill.  Your  troops  live  from 
hand  to  mouth ;  they  have  of  late  been  put  to  half  allow- 
ance in  several  places ;  and  in  some  they  have  been  without 
pork  for  three  or  four  days  past.  Although  there  is  plenty 
of  wheat  and  flour  in  the  country,  it  was  with  difficulty  that 
either  could  be  procured,  a  few  days  ago,  for  ready  specie ; 
but,  from  General  Arnold's  letters,  dated  the  15th  instant, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel,  and  which  we  forwarded  yes- 
terday to  General  Schuyler,  we  have  reason  to  conclude 
tliat  the  Army  will  not  want  flour  much  longer.  In  our  pre- 
sent critical  situation,  few,  very  few  will  accept  of  the  Con- 
tinental paper  money  in  pay.  A  prosperous  turn  in  our 
affairs  would,  we  think,  give  it  a  currency  in  that  part  of  the 
country  which  we  possess,  the  most  valuable  and  plentiful 
in  Canada.  We  think  it  impossible  to  subsist  your  forces 
in  Canada  in  any  other  manner  than  by  contract ;  careful, 
active,  and  trusty  Commissaries  should  be  appointed  to  re- 
ceive from  the  contractors,  and  to  deliver  out  to  the  Army 
the  provisions  which  they  supply.  Your  Generals  are  now 
obliged  to  be  contractors  and  commissaries ;  and  your  Com- 
missioners, who  have  neither  abilities  nor  inclination,  are  con- 
strained to  act  as  Generals.  Such  is  the  confusion  which 
now  prevails,  and  will  prevail,  till  a  totally  new  arrangement 
takes  place,  and  a  strict  discipline  is  introduced  into  the 
Army  ;  of  the  latter  you  must  despair,  unless  soldiers  can  be 
inlisted  for  a  term  of  years,  or  for  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
The  inlisting  men  for  a  year,  or  for  a  less  time,  occasioned 
the  death  of  the  brave  Montgomery.  The  recent  disgrace- 
ful flight  is  the  principal  source  of  all  the  disorders  in  your 
Army.  The  sending  soldiers  into  Canada  whose  times  ex- 
pire in  a  month  or  two  after  their  arrival,  is  only  putting  the 
Colonies  to  an  amazing  expense,  to  corrupt  and  disorder  the 
rest.  No  duty  must  be  expected  from  soldiers  whose  times 
are  out,  let  their  country  stand  ever  so  much  in  need  of  their 
services:   witness  the  unfeeling  flight  and   return,  at  this 


critical  juncture,  of  all  the  soldiers,  and  greater  part  of  the 
officers,  who  are  entitled  to  be  discharged.  Warner's  Regi- 
jnent  was  inlisted  for  three  months  only ;  his  conduct  as  to 
the  bounty  money  has  been  communicated  to  Congress  by 
General  Schuyler.  Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  New- 
England  troops  at  the  camp  they  inoculated  themselves, 
contrary  to  the  General's  orders  ;  and,  we  are  informed,  have 
done  little  or  no  duty.  We  shall  lake  the  liberty  of  men- 
tioning two  circumstances,  which  show  the  present  state  of 
discipline  amongst  your  forces :  Colonel  Campbell  brought 
us  the  first  account  of  the  precipitate  flight  of  our  Army; 
Colonel  Bedel,  who  commands  at  the  Cedars,  a  post  of 
great  consequence,  about  thirty-six  miles  from  this  city,  up 
the  St.  Lawrence,  being  informed  by  two  Indians  that  a 
body  of  savages,  about  one  hundred,  headed  by  some  En- 
glish soldiers,  number  unknown,  were  come  within  nine 
miles  of  his  post,  with  an  intention  to  attack  it,  brought  this 
intelligence  himself  to  town,  and  left  his  garrison,  consisting 
of  three  hundred  effective  men.  It  is  true,  according  to  his 
account,  they  were  badly  provided  to  receive  the  enemy, 
and  had  been  four  days  without  any  other  provisions  than 
bread.  This  intelligence,  we  conceive,  might  have  been 
communicated  to  the  commanding  officer  here  by  any  other 
person,  as  well  as  Colonel  Bedel.  Colonel  Paterson,  wiio 
now  commands  in  Montreal,  immediately  ordered  a  detach- 
ment from  his  regiment,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to 
reinforce  the  Cedars ;  a  fresh  supply  of  provisions  and  am- 
munition was  sent  with  his  detachment.  We  apprehend 
the  report  to  be  altogether  groundless,  or  occasioned  by 
some  very  trifling  circumstance. 

The  importance  of  this  Colony  will  be  made  known  to 
you  by  Dr.  Franklin ;  it  is  a  fine  wheat  country ;  it  produced, 
in  1771,  for  exportation  four  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
bushels  of  wheat.  The  Indian  trade  is  an  object  already 
sufficient  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Colonies,  and  grow- 
ing yearly  of  more  importance.  The  inclinations  of  the 
common  people  are  said  to  be  in  general  with  us ;  but  they 
are  timorous  and  unsteady ;  no  assistance  can  be  expected 
from  them  unless  they  find  themselves  supported  by  an 
army  able  to  cope  with  the  English  forces.  Should  we 
be  driven  out  of  the  country,  we  make  no  doubt  consider- 
able numbers  of  them  would  be  prevailed  on  through  fear 
to  join  the  British  troops. 

We  refer  you  for  intelligence  relating  to  the  state  of  our 
Army  below  to  General  Arnold's  letters  above-mentioned, 
which  we  make  no  doubt  General  Schuyler  has  forwarded 
to  Congress.  Necessity  has  compelled  us  to  desire  Mr.  Wil-' 
Ham  McCarty  to  execute  the  office  of  Deputy  Quarter- 
master-General, and  we  hope  Congress  will  send  that 
gentleman  a  commission  of  this  date.  Our  Generals  here 
exercise  the  power  of  appointing  officers ;  but  we  have  not, 
nor  do  we  remember  that  they  have  any  such  power.  We 
flatter  ourselves  Congress  will  excuse  our  exceeding  our 
commission  in  such  instances,  where  the  publick  good  re- 
quires it. 

In  the  present  situation  of  our  affairs  it  will  not  be  possi- 
ble for  us  to  carry  into  execution  the  great  object  of  our 
instructions,  as  the  possession  of  this  country  must  finally  be 
decided  by  the  sword.  We  think  our  stay  here  no  longer 
of  service  to  the  publick ;  we  are  willing,  however,  to  sacri- 
fice our  time,  labour,  and  even  our  lives,  for  the  good  of  our 
country ;  and  we  wait  witli  impatience  the  further  orders  of 
Congress ;  and  are,  with  great  respect  for  youreelf  and  Con- 
gress, sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 
Samuel  Chase, 
Charles  Carroll  of  CarroUton. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esquire. 


GENERAL   THOMAS    TO    COMMISSIONERS    OF    CONGRESS. 

Three  Rivers,  May  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  this  moment  received  yours  of  the  12th 
instant ;  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  every  hint  of  intelli- 
gence, and  shall  pay  the  greatest  deference  to  your  judg- 
ment in  all  the  movements  I  make.  In  my  return  from 
(Quebeck  I  halted  at  Jacques  Cartier  and  Deschambault; 
which  appear  to  me  the  most  advantageous  posts  on  the 
river  St.  LawreTice,  to  prevent  the  progress  of  the  enemy 
into  the  country.  I  continued  six  days,  in  hopes  of  receiv- 
ing a  supply  of  provisions,  intrenching  tools,  and  many  et 
uieras ;  the  want  of  which  compelled  me  at  length,  with 
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great  reluctance,  to  quit  them.  We  had  only  three  pounds 
of  meal  per  man,  and  not  an  ounce  of  meat,  when  we  came 
off.  I  this  morning  arrived  at  this  place  with  about  eight 
hundred  men,  being  all  I  stopped  at  Jacques  Cartier  and 
Deschatnbault.  The  invalids  who  have  got  in  I  shall  leave 
here  with  the  other  troops  for  a  few  days,  where  Mr.  Bon- 
Jield  tells  me  he  can  provide  for  them.  I  shall  repair 
immediately  to  the  Sorel,  and  advise  with  the  principal 
officers  there ;  if  the  boats  and  gondolas  are  in  readiness,  it 
will  be  my  opinion  to  return  with  the  utmost  expedition  to 
Dtschambault,  a  post  I  am,  for  many  substantial  reasons, 
extremely  unwilling  to  abandon  to  the  enemy.  Not  a  ves- 
sel of  theirs  lias  yet  been  able  to  pass  the  falls  of  Richelieu, 
so  difficult  is  the  navigation.  But  should  it,  after  a  thorough 
inquiry,  be  thought  advisable  to  fortify  and  make  a  stand 
only  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel,  and  give  up  the  large  tract 
of  country  below,  the  observations  Mr.  Price  makes  in  re- 
gard to  our  taking  post  at  the  little  river  Berthier,  I  believe 
are  just,  and  shall  be  attended  to. 

Such  is  the  confusion  which  inlisting  men  for  a  short  time 
creates — some  coming  in,  others  going  off — that  I  cannot  as- 
certain the  exact  strength  of  our  Army.  The  small-pox  is 
an  infinite  detriment  to  the  service ;  notwithstanding  which, 
and  the  most  express  orders  to  the  contrary,  both  officers 
and  soldiers  privately  inoculate  themselves. 

I  have  employed  trusty  men,  disguised  in  the  habit  of 
Canadians,  to  find  out  the  number  and  situation  of  the 
enemy  ;  and  I  do  not  think  them  very  formidable  at  pre- 
sent. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obe- 


dient, humble  servant, 


John  Thomas. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Congress. 


THEODORE  SEDGWICK  (SECRETARY)  TO  GENERAL  WOOSTER. 

Chambly,  May  27,  1776. 

Sir:  As  General  Thomas  has  been  informed  that  a  con- 
siderable force  of  the  enemy  is  arrived  above  Deschambault, 
and  seem  to  be  proceeding  farther  this  way;  and  as  he,  from 
his  present  circumstances,  is  incapable  of  attending  to  the 
necessary  concerns  of  the  Army,  his  Honour  has  commanded 
me  to  submit  to  your  consideration  whether  it  may  not  be 
prudent  for  a  party  to  be  detached  to  the  Isk  awo  Noix  and 
secure  that  post ;  to  remove  such  batteaus,  stores,  and  other 
baggage  as  can  be  spared,  below  this  place,  above  the  ra- 
pids of  Chambly,  and  to  forward  such  troops  as  are  able  to 
be  removed  and  are  unfit  for  duty,  to  some  place  of  greater 
security. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant, 

Theodore  Sedgwick,  Secretary. 
To  General  Wooster. 


commissioners     in    CANADA    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  6,  1776.     Referred  to  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Ser- 
geant, Mr.  F.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Gwinnet.] 

Montreal,  May  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  letter  from  General 
Thomas,  of  the  20th  instant,  for  the  reasons  which  induced 
him  to"  order  Colonel  Maxivell  to  retreat  from  Three  Rivers 
to  Sorel.  He  has  since  given  orders,  as  we  are  informed 
by  General  Thompson's  letter  of  the  20th,  to  remove  ail  the 
artillery  and  artillery  stores  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel, 
without  the  least  consultation  with  the  General  Officers. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  not  that  good  un- 
derstanding and  free  communication  of  sentiment  between 
the  General  Officers,  which  we  think  essential  for  the  good 
of  the  service.  General  Thomas  is  now  at  Chambly,  under 
the  small-pox ;  being  taken  with  that  disorder,  he  left  the 
camp  at  Sorel  and  wrote  to  General  Wooster  to  come  and 
take  the  command.  When  the  interest  of  our  country  and 
the  safety  of  your  Army  is  at  stake,  we  think  it  a  very  im- 
proper time  to  conceal  our  sentiments,  either  with  respect 
to  persons  or  things.  General  Wooster  is,  in  our  opinion, 
unfit,  totally  unfit,  to  command  your  Army,  and  conduct  the 
war ;  w^e  have  hitherto  prevailed  on  him  to  remain  in  Mon- 
treal. His  stay  in  this  Colony  is  unnecessary,  and  even 
prejudicial  to  our  affairs ;  we  would  therefore  humbly  advise 
his  recall. 
/  In  our  last,  we  informed  you  of  the  deplorable  state  of 


the  Army  ;  matters  have  not  mended  since.  We  went  to 
the  mouth  of  »S'ore/  last  week,  where  we  found  all  things  in 
confusion  ;  there  is  little  or  no  discipline  among  your  troops, 
nor  can  any  be  kept  up  while  the  practice  of  inlisting  for  a 
twelvemonth  continues  ;  the  General  Officers  are  all  of  this 
opinion.  Your  Army  is  badly  paid ;  and  so  exhausted  is 
your  credit  that  even  a  cart  cannot  be  procured  witliout 
ready  money  or  force.  We  will  give  you  an  instance  of  tlie 
lowness  of  your  credit :  Three  barrels  of  gunpowder  were 
ordered  from  Chambly  to  Montreal ;  this  powder  was  brought 
from  Chambly  to  a  ferry,  about  three  miles  off,  where  it 
would  have  remained  had  we  not  luckily  passed  by,  and 
seeing  die  distress  of  the  officer,  undertaken  to  pay  ready  and 
hard  money  for  the  hire  of  a  cart  to  convey  it  to  Longucil. 
The  Army  is  in  a  distressed  condition,  and  is  in  want  of  the 
most  necessary  articles — meat,  bread,  tents,  shoes,  stockings, 
shirts,  &,c.  The  greatest  part  of  those  who  fled  from  Q«e- 
beck  left  all  their  baggage  behind  them,  or  it  was  plundered 
by  those  whose  times  were  out,  and  have  since  left  Canada, 
We  are  informed  by  Colonel  Allen  that  the  men  who,  from 
pretended  indisposition,  had  been  excused  from  doing  duty, 
were  the  foremost  in  the  flight,  and  carried  off  such  bur- 
dens on  their  backs  as  hearty  and  stout  men  would  labour 
under. 

With  difficulty  three  hundred  tents  and  about  two  hun- 
dred camp-kettles  were  procured  here,  and  sent  to  the  So- 
rel for  the  use  of  the  Army,  and  were  delivered,  as  we  were 
informed,  to  one  Major  Fuller,  who  acted  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Campbell,  Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  who  had 
joined  the  Army  at  the  Sorel  but  a  day  or  two  before  our 
arrival,  where,  among  other  instances  of  mismanagement, 
we  give  the  following :  Colonel  J^'ichohon's  Regiment,  con- 
sisting only  of  one  hundred  men,  received  thirty  tents  and 
thirty-one  camp-kettles ;  Colonel  Porter's  Regiment,  not  ex- 
ceeding that  number,  received  fifty-six  tents  and  thirty-three 
kettles. 

Your  Army  in  Canada  do  not  exceed  four  thousand ;  above 
four  hundred  are  sick  with  different  disorders  ;  three-fourths 
of  the  Army  have  not  had  the  small-pox.  The  greater  part 
of  Greaton's,  Bond's,  and  BurreWs  Regiments  have  been 
lately  inoculated.  There  are  about  eight  tons  of  gunpow- 
der in  the  Colony.  To  evince  the  great  distress  we  are 
reduced  to  for  want  of  bread,  we  must  inform  you  that  we 
were  obliged  to  buy  thirty  loaves  of  bread  of  our  baker  to 
feed  Colonel  De  Haas's  detachment,  which  entered  this 
town  Friday  night,  on  their  way  to  join  General  Arnold  at 
La  Chine,  and  who  could  not  be  supplied  by  the  Commis- 
sary. Such  is  our  extreme  want  of  flour  that  we  were  yes- 
terday obliged  to  seize  by  force  fifteen  barrels  to  supply  this 
garrison  with  bread.  Previous  to  this  seizure  a  general 
order  was  issued  to  the  Town-Major  to  wait  on  the  mer- 
chants, or  others  having  provisions  or  merchandise  for  sale, 
requesting  a  delivery  of  what  our  troops  are  in  immediate 
want  of,  and  requiring  him  to  give  a  receipt,  expressing  the 
quantity  delivered ;  for  the  payment  of  which  the  faitli  of 
the  United  Colonies  is  pledged  by  your  Commissioners. 
Nothing  but  the  most  urgent  necessity  can  justify  such  harsh 
measures ;  but  men  with  arms  in  their  hands  will  not  starve 
when  provisions  can  be  obtained  by  force.  To  prevent  a 
general  plunder,  which  might  end  in  the  massacre  of  your 
tixiops,  and  of  many  of  the  inhabitants,  we  have  been  con- 
strained to  advise  the  General  to  take  this  step.  We  can- 
not conceal  our  concern  that  six  thousand  men  should  be 
ordered  to  Canada,  without  taking  care  to  have  magazines 
formed  for  their  subsistence,  cash  to  pay  them,  or  to  pay 
the  inhabitants  for  their  labour,  in  transporting  the  baggage, 
stores,  and  provisions  of  the  Army.  We  cannot  find  words 
strong  enough  to  describe  our  miserable  situation  :  you  will 
have  a  faint  idea  of  it  if  you  figure  to  yourself  an  Army 
broken  and  disheartened,  half  of  it  under  inoculation,  or 
under  other  diseases ;  soldiers  without  pay,  without  disci- 
pline, and  altogether  reduced  to  live  from  hand  to  mouth, 
depending  on  the  scanty  and  precarious  supplies  of  a  few 
half-starved  cattle  and  trifling  quantities  of  flour,  which  have 
hitherto  been  picked  up  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

Your  soldiers  grumble  for  their  pay ;  if  they  receive  it  they 
will  not  be  benefited,  as  it  will  not  procure  them  the  neces- 
saries they  stand  in  need  of.  Your  military  chest  contains 
but  eleven  thousand  paper  dollars.  You  are  indebted  to 
your  troops  treble  that  sum  ;  and  to  the  inhabitants  above 
fifteen  thousand  dollars.     You  have  no  Adjutant-General, 
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a  most  important  officer ;  General  Thomas  appointed  a  man 
totally  unfit  for  the  office,  as  we  are  informed  by  General 
Thompson  and  Colonel  .SV.  Clair.  On  General  Arnold's 
recommendation,  Colonel  Atitil  now  does  tliat  duty ;  and 
we  gave  him  ex|)eciation  of  being  paid.  We  are  by  no 
means  proper  judges  of  his  abilities  and  fitness  for  that  sta- 
tion, but  we  are  informed  that  it  requires  a  gentleman  of 
great  activity  and  abilities.  You  have  no  Mustermaster. 
We  have  authority  only  to  fill  up  such  vacancies  as  may 
happen  during  our  continuance  in  Canada.  We  met  Mr. 
Fkmming,  appointed  by  Congress  Deputy  Adjutant  for  this 
Colony,  in  New-York ;  and  Captain  Rensselaer,  the  Deputy 
Mustermaster,  passed  us  on  the  Lake.  In  some  few  in- 
stances it  may  be  necessary  to  make  new  appointments, 
e.  g.,  more  Deputy  Commissaries  and  Deputy  or  Assistant 
Quartermasters.  Your  Generals  here  have  hitherto  exer- 
cised that  power. 

The  detachment  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,men,  mentioned 
in  our  last  to  have  been  sent  to  the  relief  of  the  Cedars, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Sherburne,  were  intercepted  ; 
we  were  some  time  before  we  could  learn  tlie  fate  of  both 
parties.  General  Arnold,  upon  his  arrival  from  Sorel,  set 
off  with  a  party  of  one  hundred  men,  and  took  post  and 
intrenched  at  La  Chine,  about  nine  miles  from  this  city. 
Captain  Young,  with  a  small  detachment  posted  at  fort 
St.  Ann,  on  the  end  of  this  Island,  evacuated  his  post, 
and  retreated  back,  leaving  the  provisions  and  stores,  on  a 
report  that  some  Indians  were  landed  on  the  Island.  His 
post  might  have  been  defended  some  days,  until  relief  could 
be  sent.  General  Arnold  was  soon  reinforced  by  part  of 
Greaton's  Regiment,  and  some  other  troops.  Colonel  De 
Haas,  with  one  hundred  and  ten  riflemen,  and  three  hun- 
dred musketeers,  was  despatched  immediately  from  Sorel. 
By  the  best  intelligence  we  can  get,  the  enemy  are  about 
six  hundred — about  forty  or  fifty  regulars,  three  hundred  In- 
dians, and  two  hundred  and  fifty  Canadians.  They  have 
the  two  pieces  of  cannon,  taken  from  Colonel  Bedel's  party, 
and  were  yesterday  within  three  miles  of  General  Arnold's 
camp ;  but  finding  he  had  been  reinforced,  made  a  precipitate 
retreat.  Colonel  De  Haas  set  off  at  six  o'clock  yesterday 
morning  to  endeavour  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  and  General 
Arnold  was  to  follow  in  a  few  minutes  in  pursuit  of  them. 
We  hope  hourly  to  hear  that  our  prisoners  are  liberated,  and 
the  enemy  routed.  The  Canadians  being  threatened  to 
have  their  habitations  destroyed  by  the  savages,  through 
fear  are  induced  to  join  the  savages.  We  have  also  a  party 
of  Canadians. 

We  enclose  you  copies  of  letters  from  Generals  Thomas, 
Arnold,  and  Thompson;  and  are,  sir,  with  great  respect  to 
yourself  and  the  Congress,  your  most  obedient  servants, 
Samuel  Chase, 

Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 

P.  S.  General  Arnold  arrived  on  Sunday  evening  with 
the  troops  at  St.  Ann's,  just  in  time  to  see  the  savages  car- 
rying off  from  an  island  the  last  load  of  our  unhappy  pri- 
soners ;  we  had  no  boats  to  follow  them.  He  sent  a  Caugh- 
nawaga  chief  to  the  savages  to  inform  them  if  they  injured 
any  ol"  our  prisoners  that  he  would  destroy  their  villages, 
and  follow  them  to  the  end  of  the  earth  ;  they  replied,  if  he 
attempted  to  cross  over,  or  attack  them,  that  they  would  im- 
mediately kill  all  their  prisonei-s,  and  for  that  purpose  had 
collected  them  together.  A  council  of  war,  notwithstanding, 
determined  to  attack  them  and  the  King's  troops  in  the 
morning.  Lieutenant  Parke  was  sent  by  Captain  Forsler  to 
inform  General  Arnold  that  the  savages  were  determined 
to  kill  their  prisoner  if  attacked  ;  that  he  could  not  control 
them,  and,  therefore,  from  the  dictates  of  humanity,  he  would 
propose  to  release  all  our  prisoners,  on  condition  tiiat  they 
should  not  bear  arms  against  the  King  during  the  war,  and 
that  an  equal  number  of  his  Majesty's  troops,  of  the  same 
rank,  should  be  returned  in  exchange.  This  proposal  was 
rejected  by  General  Arnold.  The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of 
the  agreement  entered  into.  This  hypocritical,  insidious, 
base,  and  wicked  conduct  of  a  British  officer,  needs  few 
comments.  The  Governours,  agents,  and  officers  of  a  Bri- 
tish King,  incite  the  savages  to  join  them  in  a  war  against 
these  Colonies,  without  the  least  provocation  or  injury.  No 
cause  of  quarrel  subsists  between  the  savages  and  the  Co- 
lonies. If,  by  the  chance  of  war,  any  of  our  troops  are  made 
prisoners,  they  are  delivered  by  the  King's  ofBcers  into  the 


murderous  hands  of  those  cruel  and  barbarous  savages,  con- 
trary to  the  practice  and  usage  of  every  civilized  nation  in 
the  world.  The  British  troops  secure  their  safety  by  threats 
from  the  savages  to  murder  the  prisoners  if  attacked.  Cap- 
tain Forster  alleged  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  control 
the  savages  from  an  act  which  he  declares  to  be  opposite 
and  contrary  to  the  humane  disposition  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment, and  to  all  civilized  nations.  If  the  commanders 
of  British  forces  cannot  control  the  savages  from  committing 
acts  of  cruelty  and  barbarity,  why  do  they  incite  them  to 
arm  against  us,  or  act  in  conjunction  with  barbarians  whose 
savage  customs  they  condemn  ?  This  same  conduct  in  the 
French,  during  the  last  war,  was  censured  and  execrated  by 
the  British  nation.  Captain  Forster  had  sufficient  influ- 
ence over  the  savages  to  induce  them  to  deliver  up  their 
prisoners,  (though  our  troops  surrendered  to  him.)  in  order 
to  procure  an  exchange  of  so  many  of  the  King's  troops, 
now  our  prisoners.  He  could  control  their  will  lor  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  British  nation,  but  had  not  the  least  influ- 
ence over  them  to  prevent  their  murdering  our  people  in 
cold  blood.  The  fear  of  the  Indians  of  being  attacked  by 
our  foices,  was  only  a  pretext ;  for  Captain  Forster  appears 
desirous  of  commencing  hostilities  before  the  expiration  of 
the  time  limited.  Five  or  six  of  our  prisoners  were  mur- 
dered by  the  Indians,  in  the  most  cruel  manner,  after  the 
surrender.  The  whole  were-stripped,  contrary  to  the  tenns 
of  capitulation,  and  driven  in  a  neck  of  land,  during  a  very 
stormy  and  tempestuous  night. 

Colonels  Read's  and  Staat's  Regiments  arrived  at  St. 
Johns  Saturday  evening.  The  letter  from  General  Tho- 
mas to  General  Wooster,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy, 
this  minute  came  to  hand. 

Tuesday,  May  28,  1776. 


GENERAL    THOMAS    TO    COMMISSIONERS    IN    CANADA. 

Head-Quarters,  Sorel,  May  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  unfortunately  obliged  to  inform  you 
that  the  Army  here  have  now  for  two  days  been  entirely 
destitute  of  meat ;  that  no  contractor  is  provided,  nor  have 
I  any  money  to  purchase  provisions,  were  they  to  be  pro- 
cured in  the  country;  that,  in  addition  to  this,  a  great  part 
of  the  Army  are,  or  speedilywill  be,  unfit  for  duty  by  means 
of  inoculation,  notwithstanding  everything  I  have  been  able 
to  do  to  prevent  it ;  that,  in  consequence  of  the  intelligence 
I  have  this  day  received  of  the  unhappy  situation  of  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Bedel,  I  have  thought 
it  prudent  to  detach  two  regiments,  the  one  to  Montreal, 
the  other  to  Chambly  and  St.  Johns.  The  want  of  provi- 
sions has  made  it  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to  order  Colo- 
nel Maxwell,  with  the  troops  under  his  command  at  Three 
Rivers,  immediately  to  join  me  here.  In  order  to  judge 
truly  of  my  situation,  you  will  be  pleased  to  figure  to  your- 
selves a  retreating  Army,  disheartened  by  unavoidable  mis- 
fortunes, destitute  of  almost  every  necessary  to  render  their 
lives  comfortable,  or  even  tolerable,  sick,  and  (as  they  think) 
wholly  neglected,  and  no  probable  prospect  of  a  speedy  re- 
lief. If  you  will  be  pleased,  gentlemen,  for  a  moment  to 
reflect  on  these  circumstances,  you  will  not  be  surprised 
when  informed  that  there  are  great  murmurings  and  com- 
plaints among  the  soldiery.  In  short,  such  are  our  present 
circumstances  that,  unless  some  effectual  spirited  steps  are 
immediately  taken  for  our  relief,  it  will  not  be  possible  to 
keep  the  Army  together,  but  we  must  unavoidably  be  obli- 
ged to  abandon  a  country  of  infinite  importance  to  the 
safety  of  the  Colonies,  and  to  leave  our  friends  here  a  prey 
to  those  whose  mercies  are  cruelties. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  much  esteem,  your  most  obedient, 
and  very  humble  servant,  t  rp 

To  the  Honourable  Commissioners  of  Congress. 

P.  S.  You  will  be  sensible,  gentlemen,  of  the  absolute 
necessity  of  sending  here  all  the  batteaus  which  can  possi- 
bly be  spared.  J.  T. 


GENERAL    ARNOLD    TO    COMMISSIONERS    IN    CANADA. 

Sorel,  May  17,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  1  have  the  pleasure  of  your  letter  by  Ge- 
neral Thompson  and  Colonel  St.  Clair,  who  arrived  safe 
here  last  evening.    Herewith  you  have  a  letter  from  General 
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Thomas,  who  is  hourly  expected  here :  it  came  by  an  ex- 
press, who  told  me  he  had  orders  to  deliver  the  letter  to  me, 
and  wait  my  answer.  I  apprehended  there  might  be  some 
mistake  in  the  superscription.  I  look  theliberty  of  opening 
it,  which  you  will  excuse.  I  am  very  happy  to  find  you 
are  in  sentiments  with  me  in  reijard  to  the  small-pox.  Ge- 
neral Thompson  and  all  the  officers  here  agree  with  us.  I 
think  it  advisable  to  inoculate  Colonel  PaitersorCs  Regi- 
ment at  Montreal,  Colonel  BedeVs  at  the  Cedars,  and  the 
troops  posted  at  La  Prairie  and  Longueil,  at  those  places. 
It  is  thought  most  advisable  to  send  all  the  troops  at  Mon- 
treal here,  who  have  had  the  small-pox,  and  to  send  five  or 
six  hundred  men  from  this  to  Montreal,  who  will  be  at  no 
expense  of  getting  up,  as  they  can  row  themselves.  It  will 
be  very  difficult  to  provide  them  quarters  on  the  tiorel,  ex- 
cept at  such  a  distance  as  will  render  it  extremely  difficult 
to  visit  and  supply  them  with  provisions  and  other  necessa- 
ries. This  difficulty  will  be  obviated  at  Montreal,  as  they 
will  be  near  together,  and  may  be  quartered  on  the  inhabi- 
tants, (if  the  barracks  are  not  sufficient,)  and  among  the 
whole  a  sufficient  number  of  men  will  be  found  well  to  keep 
the  garrison.  The  distance  of  time  you  mention  between 
inoculating  them  will  doubtless  be  most  pmdent. 

As  soon  as  General  Thomas  arrives,  I  expect  a  council  of 
war  will  be  immediately  held.  I  shall  be  for  keeping  Des- 
chamhault  by  all  means,  if  it  can  be  done  without  too  great 
a  hazard  of  our  Army.  Our  own  strength  (v/hich  at  present 
is  uncertain)  and  the  advice  which  we  may  receive  of  the 
numbers  and  designs  of  the  enemy,  must  govern  our  move- 
ments. I  believe  the  difficulty  of  provisions  may  be  got 
over ;  but  the  small-pox,  and  gondolas  to  secure  our  navi- 
gation and  retreat,  are  very  great  obstacles  in  our  way. 

We  have  here  about  three  tons  of  powder;  there  is  a 
quantity  at  Chambly — how  much  I  am  uncertain.  The 
distribution  of  the  batteaus  is  already  made,  and  twenty 
are  sent  from  this  to  St.  Johns.  Immediately  on  my  arrival 
here  I  sent  to  Maska,  and  have  received  from  thence  one 
hundred  and  seventy-six  bags  of  flour,  I  believe  the  same 
you  refer  to.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Bonfield  arrives,  I  shall 
employ  him  to  collect  all  the  flour  in  this  neighbourhood, 
who  will  at  the  same  time  call  on  Mr.  Belfueil,  and  receive 
such  goods  as  may  answer  our  purpose.  I  have  in  contem- 
plation the  sinking  a  chevaux-de-fiise,  at  the  islands  five 
miles  below  this,  where  the  channel  is  very  narrow,  but  the 
water  is  so  high  we  cannot  fortify  at  present.  Two  other 
vessels  will  be  ordered  to  Montreal  the  first  fair  wind. 

I  beg  my  respectful  compliments  to  the  ladies,  who,  I 
hear,  are  returned  with  you.  And  am,  with  great  afiection 
and  esteem,  gentlemen,  Sic, 

Benedict  Arnold. 

To  the  Hon.  Messrs.  Chase  and  Carroll. 


GENERAL   THOMPSON   TO   THE    COMMISSIONERS. 

Camp  at  Sorel,  May  85,  1776. 

Dear  Gentlemen:  I  have  been  up  the  Sorel  as  far  as 
Colonel  Dugan's,  and  find  that  place  very  suitable  to  have 
a  great  part  of  the  provisions  deposited.  I  have  therefore 
ordered  boards  to  be  sent  down  from  Chambly,  and  will  send 
up  carpenters  to-morrow,  to  have  his  barn  and  other  houses 
fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  flour  and  pork ;  and  have  it 
sent  from  thence  to  this  place  occasionally.  I  have  also 
sent  a  party  to  bolt  all  the  flour  as  it  is  brought  in  there. 
Dugan's  bolting-cloth  will  bolt  four  thousand  pounds  in 
twenty-four  hours,  if  constantly  wrought,  which  1  have 
ordered  to  be  done.  1  have  despatched  people  up  the  So- 
rel, to  collect  all  the  wheat  on  both  sides  of  the  river  that 
can  be  spared  for  the  Army,  and  have  it  sent  to  the  mills  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  will  also  fix  another  place  for  a  store- 
house between  Dugan's  and  Chambly.  I  have  set  masons 
to  work  in  building  ovens  for  the  immediate  use  of  the  troops 
here,  and  have  ordered  ovens  to  be  built  at  Dugan's  for 
baking  hard  bread,  which  is  always  useful  in  an  Army. 

Being  doubtful  that  more  provisions  were  drawn  for  sun- 
dry regiments  than  they  were  entitled  to  receive,  I  ordered 
the  Commissary  not  to  deliver  any,  unless  the  returns  were 
certified  by  Major  Scull,  and  find  that  I  shall  save  at  least 
three  hundred  rations  per  day  by  that  precaution. 

On  ordering  the  Surgeons  to  examine  the  state  of  the 
sick,  many  have  been  found  at  the  point  of  death,  who  were 
left  by  their  officers,  without  a  person  to  take  care  of  them. 


I  also  discovered  upwards  of  a  hundred  damned  rascals 
crowded  amongst  them  fit  for  duty.  1  have  now  got  all  the 
sick  together,  and  appointed  Doctors  McKenzie,  Stetcart, 
and  Marshall,  to  attend  thetn,  with  proper  nurses,  he,  and 
hope  soon  to  have  many  of  them  fit  for  duty.  Regularity 
and  discipline  begin  to  work  their  way  in  the  little  Army 
here,  and  I  expect  in  a  little  time  to  have  them  in  pretty 
good  order. 

Colonel  Maxivell,  with  his  party,  arrived  here  yesterday. 
He  is  very  unhappy  in  being  ordered  up,  and  thinks  that  he 
could,  with  the  few  trooi)s  he  had  with  him,  have  kept  his 
post  at  Deschambault,  till  a  reinforcement  of  both  men  and 
provisions  could  have  been  sent  to  him.  He  believes  that, 
with  two  gondolas  and  a  small  battery  on  each  side  the  liver 
opposite  to  them,  the  pass  can  be  supported  against  any 
number  of  troops  or  ships  that  the  enemy  can  send  for  some 
weeks ;  and  it  is  probable  that  our  reinforcements,  both  of 
men  and  provisions,  will  arrive  before  that  of  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Bonfield  says  that  about  three  or  four  miles  below 
the  Three  Rivers,  the  channel  runs  within  muskct-shot  of 
the  north  shore ;  that  the  banks  are  high,  and,  indeed,  every- 
thing in  our  favour  to  engage  us  to  take  possession  of  that 
spot,  which  would  be  taking  a  great  and  necessary  step  to- 
wards our  going  farther  down  the  river;  and,  by  leaving  a 
few  boats  in  the  mouths  of  the  rivers,  under  a  small  guard,  a 
safe  retreat  can  be  made  to  this  place  at  any  time,  if  we  are 
reduced  to  that  necessity;  but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  the  case. 
1  can  take  from  here  twenty  days'  provisions  in  pork  and 
thirty  in  flour,  for  a  thousand  men,  and  leave  enough  to  sup- 
ply this  place  till  more  can  be  sent.  I  will,  if  you  think 
proper,  set  out  with  that  number  of  troops  and  some  light 
artillery  for  that  place  as  soon  as  Colonel  De  Haas  arrives, 
whom  I  hope  to  see  in  a  few  days,  or  a  regiment  either 
from  Pennsylvania  or  New-Jersey. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  return  of  the  provisions  here  in 
store,  and  also  the  quantity  of  ammunition.  Lead  we  have 
none,  and  must  request  that  a  quantity,  such  as  can  be 
spared  from  Montreal,  be  sent  down.  There  is  certainly  a 
large  quantity  of  lead  in  the  hands  of  those  merchants  who 
are  concerned  in  the  Indian  trade ;  every  pound  of  it  should 
be  secured  and  sent  here.  I  am  told  that  the  Canadians 
below  Deschambault  are  now  taking  arms  against  us,  and 
we  must  expect  it  will  be  the  case  above  Richelieu  as  soon 
as  the  enemy's  ships  pass  the  rapids.  1  shall,  whenever  you 
direct,  establish  a  foot-post  betwixt  this  place,  Montreal, 
and  Chambly ;  but  would  recommend  that  the  soldiers  ap- 
pomted  to  that  duty  be  sent  as  well  from  Chambly  and 
Montreal  as  this  post,  as  they  can  be  relieved,  when  neces- 
sary, more  conveniently  in  that  way  than  if  the  whole  were 
sent  from  one  place — for  instance,  the  distance  being  forty- 
five  miles  from  each  place,  let  a  Corporal  and  four  men  be 
stationed  eleven  and  one-quarter  miles  from  here,  on  each 
road,  to  receive  and  convey  all  despatches  to  the  next  post, 
which  is  to  be  fixed  at  the  same  distance.  Three  parties 
will  be  enough  on  each  road,  one  on  the  road  to  Montreal 
and  another  to  Chambly  from  this  place;  and  two  parties 
from  each  of  the  other  posts  will  make  the  duty  in  that  way 
easy  and  equal.  I  will  order  from  here  in  any  manner  you 
think  proper  to  direct. 

Near  thirty  carpenters  have  inoculated  themselves  with- 
.  out  orders.  Should  not  their  pay  be  stopped  and  provisions 
charged  to  them,  till  they  are  fit  for  duty?  1  really  think  that 
both  officers  and  men,  who  have,  through  cowardice,  obliged 
their  General  to  retreat,  in  so  disgraceful  a  manner,  from  be- 
fore Quebeck,  should  be  called  to  an  account,  particularly 
the  Field  Officers,  and  all  pay  stopped  until  their  characters 
appear  in  a  proper  light.  Indeed,  no  returns  or  certificates 
of  theirs  should  be  taken  notice  of;  as  a  rascal  who  will 
run  off  in  the  time  of  danger,  or  supposed  danger,  is  capable 
of  any  villany  whatever.  If  the  country  must  be  evacua- 
ted, all  the  provisions  below  us  should  be  taken,  except  just 
as  much  as  will  supply  the  inhabitants,  that  our  enemies 
may  not  profit  by  anything  we  leave  behind.  There  are 
no  tents  here  for  the  party  that  came  up  with  Colonel  Max- 
well, and  the  men  suffer  much  for  want  of  them. 

Captain  Stevens  goes  up  to  provide  some  articles  wanted 
for  the  artillery,  and  will  return  as  soon  as  possible.  One 
thousand  weight  of  lead,  fifty  quires  of  cartridge-paper,  and 
fifteen  pounds  of  thread,  wanted  to  complete  the  troops  here 
to  twenty-four  rounds  per  man.  I  beg  you  would  give  di- 
rections to  have  those  things  sent.     If  you  approve  having 


Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi. 


38 


595 


CORRESPOINDEi\CE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  MAY,  1776. 


596 


tlie  disaffected  people  taken  up,  I  will,  on  any  day  you  ap- 
jwint,  have  all  I  can  find  witiiin  twenty  miles  of  this  jjlace 
secured,  which  is  as  much  as  I  can  promise,  from  the  num- 
ber of  men  here.  1  have  this  moment  received  some  inte- 
resting intelligence  from  below  ;  it  is,  in  substance,  that/a 
reinforcement  of  two  regiments  (the  Twenty-lN'inth  a'nd 
Forty-Seventh)  had  arrived  at  (^uebeck,  and  that  they  still 
continue  to  fortify  the  town  ;  that  a  person  was  met  on  the 
road  between  the  Three  Rivers  and  (^uebcck,  going  up  the 
country  express,  who,  on  hearing  of  the  affair  at  the  Cedars, 
returned  immediately  to  carry  the  account  of  it  to  General 
Carleton,  and  it  was  supposed  that  some  forces  would  be 
sent  up  in  consequence  of  it.  That  the  French  people, 
who  had  taken  up  arms  in  our  favour,  near  ^uebeck,  after 
having  been  some  time  confined,  have  liberty  to  return  to 
their  families,  witii  orders  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
when  called  upon.  Tlie  Militia  in  (^iiebeck  continue  to  do 
duty  in  the  town  as  usual.  General  Carleton  is  continued 
in  the  Government  of  Qiubeck,  with  a  new  commission, 
extending  not  only  through  the  Government  but  the  borders 
of  it. /That  General  Howe  is  to  remain  at  Halifax,  until 
he  is  joined  by  the  fleet  from  England;  that  the  prisoners 
are  well  treated.  The  officere  are  confined  in  the  Seminary, 
and  have  the  liberty  of  the  gardens.  That  a  frigate  and 
two  armed  vessels  were  lying  at  Deschambault,  but  none  had 
passed  the  rapids  of  Richelieu ;  that  the  enemy  had  two 
guards  at  Cape  Rouge,  the  strength  of  which  this  person 
does  not  know,  but  they  have  no  post  farther  advanced. 
That  General  Carleton  has  sent  commissions  to  the  different 
officers  of  Militia,  re  establishing  their  former  appointment 
under  him,  even  where  our  troops  marched  through  yesterday; 
as  likewise  orders  to  repair  the  roads  and  bridges.  This  intel- 
ligence comes  by  a  person  who  left  (luebeck  on  Monday. 

If  General  Arnold  still  meets  with  opposition  from  the 
enemy  above  Montreal,  perhaps  it  will  be  best  that  I  join 
him,  with  five  hundred  men  from  this  place,  and  without  loss 
of  time  settle  affairs  in  the  upper  country. 

I  am,  dear  gentlemen,  your  affectionate,  humble  servant, 

William  Thompson. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Commissioners. 

GENERAL    ARNOLD    TO    THE    COMMISSIONERS. 

La  Chine,  May  25,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  One  of  our  men  this  moment  came  in  who 
was  taken  at  the  Cedars ;  he  made  his  escape  this  morning, 
and  says  we  have  lost  only  ten  privates  killed,  the  rest  are 
prisoners  at  St.  Ann's  and  the  Cedars;  the  enemy  lost  double 
that  number.  They  were  last  night  within  three  miles  of 
us,  with  three  hundred  savages,  fifty  regulars,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Canadians,  with  our  two  pieces  of  cannon ; 
but  on  hearing  that  we  had  a  large  body  of  men  here,  they 
made  a  precipitate  retreat.  He  left  them  above  Point  Clare; 
they  have  only  twenty-one  canoes,  which  will  carry  eight  or 
nine  men  on  an  average.  1  intend  to  send  off  four  hun- 
dred men  in  batteaus  immediately,  to  proceed  to  the  isle 
Perot,  and  endeavour  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat.  I  ex- 
pect tliey  will  make  some  stay  at  Fort  St.  Ann's,  by  which 
it  may  possibly  be  effected.  Pray  hurry  on  the  men  as  fast 
as  possible.  I  shall  push  them  on  from  this  immediately. 
We  have  so  much  water-craft  that  we  can  always  keep  up 
a  communication  between  those  on  land  and  those  on  water, 
and  be  able  to  act  in  concert. 

I  ara,  gentlemen,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Benedict  Arnold. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Commissioners. 


GENERAL    ARNOLD   TO   THE    COMMISSIONERS. 

St.  ,\nn's,  May  27,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  wrote  you  from  La  Chine  yesterday  morn- 
ing that  the  Army  marched  at  six  o'clock  for  this  place. 
We  arrived  here  with  the  main  body  at  six  o'clock,  P.  M., 
when  we  discovered  several  of  the  enemy's  batteaus  taking 
our  unhappy  prisoners  off  an  Island  at  one  league  distance 
from  us.  Words  cannot  express  our  anxiety,  as  it  was  not 
m  our  power  to  relieve  them  ;  our  batteaus  were  a  league 
behind,  coming  up  the  rapids  very  slowly.  I  sent  several 
expresses  to  hurry  them ;  however,  it  was  sunset  before  they 
arrived,  and  I  could  embark  all  my  people ;  previous  to  which 
arrived  some  Caughnawaga  Indians,  whom  I  had  sent  early 


in  the  morning  to  the  savages,  demanding  a  surrender  of  our 
prisoners  ;  and,  in  case  of  refusal,  and  that  any  of  them  were 
murdered,  I  would  sacrifice  every  bidian  who  fell  into  my 
hands,  and  would  follow  them  to  their  towns,  and  destroy 
them  by  fire  and  sword.  The  answer  I  rec(;ived  was, 
that  they  had  five  hundred  of  our  prisonei-s  collected  to- 
gether, and  that  if  wc  offered  to  land  and  attack  them  at 
(luinze  Chiens,  where  they  were  posted,  they  would  imme- 
diately kill  every  prisoner,  and  give  no  quarter  to  any  who 
should  fall  into  (heir  hands  hereafter.  Words  cannot  express 
my  feelings  at  the  delivery  of  this  message :  torn  by  the  con- 
flicting passions  of  revenge  and  humanity,  a  sufficient  force 
to  take  ample  revenge,  raging  for  action,  urged  me  on  one 
hand  ;  and  humanity  for  five  hundred  unhappy  wretches,  who 
wore  on  the  point  of  being  sacrificed  if  our  vengeance  was 
not  delayed,  plead  equally  strong  on  the  other.  In  this  situ- 
ation I  ordered  the  boats  to  row  immediately  for  the  Island, 
where  our  prisoners  had  been  confined  ;  we  there  found  five 
unhappy  wretches,  naked  and  almost  starved  ;  the  rest,  they 
informed  me,  were  all  taken  off  by  the  savages  just  before, 
except  one  or  two,  who,  being  unwell,  were  inhumanly  butch- 
ered. I  immediately  ordered  the  boats  to  row  for  Quinze 
Chiens,  about  four  miles  from  the  Island,  on  the  main  land  ; 
there  the  enemy  had  two  brass  six-pounders,  were  intrenched 
round  the  church,  and  well  fortified.  They  began  firing 
upon  us  when  we  approached  within  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  of  the  shore,  with  their  cannon  and  small-arms.  We 
rowed  near  in  shore  without  returning  a  shot ;  by  this  time 
it  was  so  dark  we  could  not  distinguisli  a  man  on  shore,  and 
as  we  were  unacquainted  with  the  ground,  and  our  people 
much  fatigued,  I  judged  it  most  prudent  to  return  to  St. 
Ann's.  On  our  arrival  I  called  a  council  of  war,  who  were 
unanimous  in  attacking  the  enemy  early  in  the  morning. 
At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Lieutenant  Parke  was  sent 
to  me  with  a  flag,  and  articles  for  exchange  of  prisoners, 
entered  into  by  Major  Sherburne  afrd  Captain  Forster ;  one 
article  was,  that  there  should  be  an  exchange  of  prisoners  of 
equal  rank,  and  that  our  troops  should  be  under  an  obliga- 
tion not  to  take  up  arms  again  ;  but  the  King's  troops  were 
to  be  at  full  liberty.  This  article  I  rejected,  and  despatched 
Lieutenant  Parke  to  acquaint  Captain  Forster  that  I  would 
enter  into  articles  for  exchange  of  prisoners  on  equal  terms  ; 
which,  if  he  refused,  my  determination  was  to  attack  him 
immediately ;  and  if  our  prisoners  were  murdered,  to  sacri- 
fice every  soul  who  fell  into  our  hands.  Captain  Forster 
agreed  to  these  terms,  and  sent  them  back  signed.  As  they 
were  not  so  explicit  as  I  judged  necessary,  with  some  alte- 
rations and  explanations  I  returned  them.  Enclosed  you 
receive  a  copy  as  finally  agreed  to.  This  matter  was  finished 
at  six  o'clock  this  evening,  and  to-morrow  morning  part  of 
the  prisoners  are  to  be  sent  to  Caughnawaga.  You  may 
be  surprised  that  six  days  were  allowed  for  the  delivery  of 
the  prisoners,  and  that  hostilities  should  in  the  meantime 
cease ;  this  does  not  include  the  savages.  Captain  Forster 
pretended  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  fix  on  any  particular 
time  for  that  purpose,  but  would  engage  on  his  honour  to 
deliver  them  as  soon  as  possible,  and  proposed  if  it  could 
be  done  in  less  time,  hostilities  should  then  commence ;  of 
which  Captain  Forster  is  to  deteimine,  and  acquaint  me  this 
evening. 

The  base  hypocritical  conduct  of  the  King's  officers,  their 
employing  savages  to  screen  them  in  their  butcheries,  their 
suffering  their  prisoners  to  be  killed  in  cool  blood,  I  will  leave 
with  you  to  comment  on.  1  observed  to  Captain  Forster 
that  it  appeared  very  extraordinary  to  me  that  he  could  in- 
fluence the  savages  to  deliver  up  the  prisoners,  and  could 
not  keep  them  from  being  murdered  in  cool  blood,  or  prevent 
their  being  stripped  naked,  contrary  to  the  agreement  made 
with  the  garrison  at  the  Cedars. 

I  intend  being  with  you  this  evening,  to  consult  on  some 
effectual  measures  to  take  with  these  savages,  and  still  more 
savage  British  troops,  who  are  still  at  (^uinze  Chiens.  As 
soon  as  our  prisoners  are  released,  I  hope  it  will  be  in  our 
power  to  take  ample  vengeance,  or  we  will  nobly  fall  in  the 
attempt.  -n^ 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  gentlemen,  your  obe- 
dient, humble  servant,  -p,  . 

'  Joenedict  Arnold. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commissioners. 

P.  S.  A  party  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  Canadians,  taken  at 
the  Cedars,  are  excluded  from  the  above  treaty,  Captain 
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Forsier  alleging  that  he  had  positive  orders  from  Government 
for  that  purpose. 

CARTEL    FOR    EXCHANGE    OF    PRISONERS. 

After  the  maturest  deliberation  on  the  customs  and  man- 
ners of  the  savages  in  war,  and  whicii  I  find  so  opposite  and 
contrary  to  the  humane  disposition  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  to  all  civilized  nations,  and  to  avoid  the  inevitable 
consequences  of  the  savage  customs  in  former  wars,  (which, 
by  their  threats  and  menaces,  1  find  is  not  changed,)  that  of 
their  putting  their  prisoners  to  death,  to  disencumber  them- 
selves in  case  of  their  being  attacked  by  their  enemies — I 
have,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  the  above  disposition  in 
Government,  and  the  dictates  of  humanity,  thought  fit  to 
enter  into  the  following  articles  of  agreement  with  General 
Arnold,  in  the  name  of  the  power  he  is  employed  by,  and 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  shall  be  released  by  this 
agreement,  whose  rank  and  number  shall  be  endorsed  on 
this  cartel : 

1st,  That  there  shall  be  an  exchange  of  prisoners  faith- 
fully made,  returning  an  equal  number  of  his  Majesty's  troops 
of  the  same  rank  with  those  released  by  this  agreement,  as 
soon  as  possible  within  the  space  of  two  months,  allowing  a 
moderate  time  for  casualties  that  may  render  the  perform- 
ance of  this  article  impracticable. 

2d.  That  the  prisoners  shall  be  conducted  in  safety,  with 
all  possible  convenience  and  despatch  that  circumstances 
will  permit,  to  the  south  shore  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
from  which  they  are  to  repair  to  St.  Johns,  and  retui-n  to 
their  own  countries  immediately,  without  committing  any 
wastes  or  spoil  on  their  march  thither,  allowing  ten  or  twelve 
to  go  to  Montreal  to  transact  their  private  affairs. 

3d.  That  the  prisoners  so  returned  shall  not,  under  any 

f)retext  whatsoever,  either  in  words,  writing,  or  signs,  give  the 
east  information  to  Government  enemies,  or  their  adherents 
now  in  arms,  in  the  least  prejudicial  to  his  Majesty's  service. 

4th.  That  hostages  be  delivered  for  the  performance  of 
these  articles  to  the  full,  according  to  the  sense  and  spirit  of 
the  agreement,  without  any  equivocation  whatsoever. 

6tli.  That  the  security  of  the  subscribers  be  given  to  the 
inhabitants  for  all  the  waste  and  spoil  committed  by  the 
detachment  under  Colonel  Bedel,  on  fair  accounts  attested 
and  signed,  being  delivered,  and  for  which  the  hostages  are 
not  tp  be  answerable. 

It  being  our  full  intention  to  fulfil  the  above  articles,  we 
mutually  sign  and  interchange  them,  as  assurances  of  per- 
formance. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  27th  day  oi  May,  1776. 

Vaudreuil, 
George  Forster, 
Captain,  commanding  the  King's  Troops. 

1st.  The  prisoners  shall  be  sent  to  the  south  shore  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  within  one  league  of  Caughnawaga,  and  from 
thence  to  St.  Johns  and  their  own  country,  except  twelve, 
who  have  liberty  to  go  to  Montreal;  for  which  purpose  six 
days  shall  be  allowed  ;  and  hostilities  to  cease  on  both  sides. 

4tb.  Four  Captains  shall  be  sent  to  Quebeck  as  hostages, 
and  remain  there  until  prisoners  are  exchanged. 

6th.  The  Continental  troops,  from  principle,  have  ever 
avoided  plundering.  Upon  proof  being  made  of  any  waste 
committed  by  Colonel  Bedel's  detachment,  reparation  shall 
be  made. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  St.  Ann's,  this  27th  of  May, 

1776.  „  . 

rsENEDicT  Arnold, 

Brigadier-General  of  the  Continental  Troops. 

George  Forster, 

Captain,  commanding  the  King's  Troops. 

Two  Majors,  nine  Captains,  twenty  Subalterns,  and  four 

hundred  and  forty-three  Soldiers. 

But  if  the  prisoners  can  be  conducted  in  less  time,  this 

truce  to  cease  on  the  return  of  the  last  boats  employed  on 

this  service,  on  notice  given.  <^  t^ 

'  °  George  h  orster. 

Captain,  commanding  the  King's  Troops. 

May  27,  1776.    Answer :  If  Captain  Forster  will  choose 

to  have  hostilities  commence  in  less  time  than  six  days,  it 

will  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  me,  provided  the  time  is  fixed 

on,  and  notice  given  this  evening. 

Benedict  Arnold,  Brigadier-General. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  MAJOR  HENRY  SHERBURNE, 
OF  NEWPORT,  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  PROVIDENCE,  RHODE- 
ISLAND,  DATED  NEW-YORK,  JtmE    18,    1776. 

On  my  arrival  at  Montreal  from  l^cw-Yorlc,  I  was  in- 
formed that  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  and  forty  men  was 
ordered  from  our  regiment  to  reinforce  the  Cedars,  a  fort 
about  forty-five  miles  southwest  from  Montreal,  which  was 
tlien  attacked  by  a  body  of  regulars.  Canadians,  and  savages. 
I  offered  my  service  to  take  the  command  of  this  party,  and 
was  honoured  with  the  thanks  from  the  two  Commissioners 
from  Congress  on  the  occasion.*  On  the  16th  of  May,  I 
marched  off  my  detachment  from  Montreal,  but  meeting  with 
many  difficulties  in  procuring  boats,  rendered  it  impossible 
for  me  to  cross  the  lake  till  the  18th.  The  enemy  had  then 
got  so  near,  that  while  Captain  Bliss  was  out  in  pursuit  of 
teams,  not  two  miles  from  the  landing  place,  he  was  taken 
by  some  savages  and  Canadians.  From  him  I  received  a 
letter  the  same  evening,  acquainting  me  with  his  unhappy 
situation ;  also,  that  five  hundred  Canadians  and  savages 
had  collected,  who  had  determined  to  attack  me  that  night. 
This  information  I  thought  sufficient  to  occasion  a  retreat, 
and  by  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  got  our  men  and  provi- 
sion safe  back  over  the  lake.  Next  day,  being  the  19th, 
began  the  embarkation  again,  but  the  wind  being  very  vio- 
lent, could  cross  only  one  boat  that  day.  Captain  Sullivan, 
brother  to  General  Sullivan,  went  in  her,  and  with  a  small 
party  landed  near  a  priest's  house,  whom  he  compelled  to 
go  with  him  to  the  house  in  which  Captain  Bliss  was  con- 
fined, released  him,  and  safely  returned  him  to  me  that  day. 

On  the  20th  I  again  passed  the  lake  with  my  party, 
and  immediately  began  my  march  for  the  Cedars,  nine  miles 
distant.  When  we  had  advanced  five  miles  on  our  way, 
at  the  entrance  of  a  wood  we  discovered  the  enemy,  who 
immediately  attacked  us  from  all  quarters.  We  stood  our 
ground,  openly  exposed  to  the  enemy,  while  they  were 
under  cover  of  trees,  &c.,  one  hour,  when,  finding  they  were 
endeavouring  to  get  in  our  rear,  I  immediately  ordered  a 

•New- York,  June  20. — The  following  authentick  account  is  com- 
municated by  an  officer  of  the  detachment  it  principally  concerns. 

On  advice  that  a  reinforcement  was  necessary  at  the  Cedars,  a  small 
fort  forty-five  miles  southwest  from  Jtfantreal,  where  a  party  of  four  hun- 
dred men,  under  the  command  of  Major  Butterjiehi  were  posted,  on 
the  16th  of  May,  one  hundred  and  forty  men,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Henry  Sherburne,  were  detached  from  Mojitreal.  He  met  with 
great  difficulties  at  the  lake,  which, after  crossing,  he  was  obliged  to  repass 
and  cross  again,  so  that  it  was  the  20th  before  he  could  proceed  from 
thence  with  one  hundred  men,  including  himself,  the  rest  being  lelt  for 
guards,  and  other  necessary  services.  About  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock 
they  set  out  for  the  Cedars,  distant  nine  miles ;  and  having  marched  about 
five,  they  were  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  savages  and  Canadians,  who, 
under  cover  of  a  wood,  fired  upon  them.  Our  people,  though  entirely 
exposed,  without  shelter,  maintained  an  obstinate  engagement  for  one 
hour  and  forty  minutes ;  when  the  savages,  having  surrounded,  rushed 
upon  and  disarmed  them.  Then  a  scene  of  savage  barbarity  ensued,  and 
many  of  our  people  were  sacrificed  to  their  fury — butchered  with  toma- 
hawks and  other  instruments  of  murder.  The  enemy  consisted  of  about 
one  hundred  Canadians  and  four  hundred  savages,  who  immediately 
stripped  the  prisoners  almost  naked,  and  drove  them  to  the  fort,  where' 
they  were  delivered  to  Captain  Forster,  of  the  Eighth  Regiment,  who  had 
with  him  about  forty  regulars,  and  then  commanded  the  fort,  which  had 
been  the  day  before  surrendered  to  him,  with  little  if  any  resistance,  by 
Major  Butterfield — an  event  which  was  neither  known  nor  in  the  least 
suspected  by  Alajor  Sherburne. 

Captain  Forster  and  the  regulars  kept  within  the  lines,  and  were  not 
of  the  parly  who  surrounded  and  so  barbarously  used  our  people;  but 
after  they  were  brought  to  the  fort,  they  were  repeatedly  again  and  again 
stripped  of  the  small  remainder  of  their  clothes,  till  many  of  them  had 
not  sufficient  to  hide  their  nakedness.  Our  loss  in  the  whole  action  was 
about  twenty-eight,  viz  :  killed  and  wounded  in  the  action,  and  killed  af- 
terwards in  cold-blood,  about  twenty;  carried  ofl'by  the  savages,  seven  or 
eight.  Of  the  enemy  were  killed  twenty-two,  whose  deaths  were  ascer- 
tained, and  among  them  a  chief  warrior  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  on  whose 
account  our  prisoners  were  probably  used  with  the  more  cruelty,  insult, 
and  abuse.  Major  Sherburne  and  the  other  officers  were  sent  to  an  In- 
dian town  called  Connasadoga,  at  the  lake  of  the  Tivo  Mountains ;  the 
private  men  to  a  desolate  island  in  the  middle  of  the  lake,  where  they 
were  scantily  supplied  with  provision  barely  sufficient  to  keep  them  from 
starving,  and  though  the  weather  was  cold,  without  any  clothes,  and 
without  any  covering  but  the  canopy  of  heaven,  for  eight  days,  when 
they  were  released  on  a  cartel  agreed  to  between  General  Jlvnold  and 
Captain  Forster,  viz :  that  there  should  be  an  equal  exchange  of  prison- 
ers within  two  months,  allowing  for  casualties ;  and  for  the  performance 
on  our  part  were  pledged  the  bodies  of  four  Captains,  who  were  left  a» 
hostages,  viz :  Captain  Sullivan,  (brother  to  the  (Jeneral,)  Captain  BUs», 
of  Major  Sherburne's  party,  and  Captains  Stephens  and  Green,  of  Major 
Jiutterjield's  party. 

General  .Irnold,  with  a  party  of  about  eight  or  nine  hundred  men,  ar- 
rived the  26lh,  and  though  with  about  five  hundred  he  appeared  upon  the 
lake,  happily  for  the  prisoners  he  did  not  cross  it.  If  he  had,  it  appeared 
from  every  circumstance  that  they  would  have  been  all  murdeced,  dispo- 
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retreat,  whicli  was  done  with  the  greatest  order,  still  keep- 
ing up  our  fire  for  about  forty  minutes  longer,  when,  on  pass- 
ing a  bridge,  a  largo  body  of  iheni  rushed  on  our  front  and 
made  them  prisoners,  while  the  rest  of  the  enemy,  (about  five 
hundred  in  number.)  seized  the  rear  and  centre.  Some  of 
them  were  immediately  employed  in  stripi)ing  us  almost 
naked,  whilst  others  were  tomahawking  and  scalping  my 
wounded  men,  some  of  whom  were  butchered  in  my  pre- 
sence. After  they  had  stripped  us,  and  killed  as  many  as 
they  thought  proper,  we  were  marched  off  to  the  Cedars, 
the  place  we  were  destined  to  reinforce ;  which  had  been 
given  up  to  them  the  day  before  by  one  Major  Bullerficld, 
with  near  four  hundred  men,  that  were  ready  and  \\  illing  to 
fight,  together  with  two  field-pieces,  and  plenty  of  ammuni- 
tion. This  vile  conduct  of  Major  Butterjield  was  the  un- 
happy cause  of  my  disaster.  Being  obliged  to  leave  guards 
on  the  road  as  we  came  from  Montreal,  with  some  provisions 
we  had  seized,  together  with  some  taken  sick  by  the  hard- 
ships \\c  underwent  in  getting  over  the  lake,  my  party  was 
reduced  to  one  hundred  men.  It  is  with  the  greatest  plea- 
sure I  can  say,  that  I  did  not  see  a  dejected  countenance 
during  the  whole  conduct.  I  lost  from  my  small  party 
twenty-eight  men  killed  in  action,  wounded,  killed  in  cold 
blood,  and  carried  off  by  the  savages.  From  the  best  ac- 
count I  can  get,  the  enemy  lost  twenty-two  killed  and  wound- 
ed, among  them  a  chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  one  of  the 
greatest  warriors  they  had.  The  barbarity  with  which  we 
were  treated  by  the  savages,  together  with  our  sufferings  for 

sitions  having  been  mode  for  that  purpose ;  nor  wus  it  certain,  consider- 
ing the  diificiilly  of  access  to  the  enemy,  that  he  could  have  obtained  any 
considerat>Ie  advantage  over  tliem,  or  if  lie  had,  that  he  could  possibly 
have  cut  off  their  retreat. 

From  a  number  of  persons  lately  arrived  from  Canada,  the  following 
Account,  in  addition  to  what  was  published  in  our  last,  relating  to 
the  unfortunate  affair  at  the  Cedars,  is  collected. 

Tliat  at  the  small  fort  called  the  Cedars,  where  upwards  of  four  hun- 
dred men,  under  Colonel  Bedel,  well  provided,  and  having  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  were  posted,  he  received  advice  that  a  large  body  of  Canadians, 
Indiana,  and  some  Regulars,  the  whole  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Forster,  of  the  Eighth  or  King's  Regiment,  were  on  their  way  to  attack 
the  fort.  That  when  they  had  approached  within  about  seven  miles  of 
it,  Colonel  Bedel,  committing  the  charge  of  the  fort  to  Major  Butterjield, 
the  officer  next  in  command,  accompanied  by  several  others,  set  out  for 
Montreal,  or  Hcad-Quarters,  to  solicit  for  a  reinforcement.  That  after 
his  departure,  the  enemy,  consisting  of  about  four  hundred,  approached 
and  invested  the  fort,  which  they  summoned  to  surrender,  menaced  with 
destruction  in  case  of  resistance,  and  boasted  of  their  ability  to  take  it  by 
storm.  That  after  two  days'  inactivity,  by  which  time  the  enemy  had 
increased  their  number  to  about  five  hundred,  Major  Butterjield,  con- 
trary to  the  sense  of  his  officers  and  men,  delivered  up  the  fort,  surren- 
dering himself  and  those  under  his  command  prisoners  of  war.  That 
meanwhile,  on  the  representation  of  Colonel  Bedel,  Major  Sherburne,  in 
order  to  strengthen  the  fort,  was  sent  with  a  detachment  of  upwards  of 
one  hundred  men,  and  was  by  various  accidents  retarded  in  his  march 
till  the  20th,  when,  being  about  four  miles  from  the  fort,  and  not  sus- 
pecting it  to  be  in  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  he  was  Bred  upon,  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides,  disarmed,  and,  after  an  obstinate  engagement  of 
more  than  an  hour  and  a  half,  with  four  to  one  against  him,  with  all  his 
men  made  prisoners  of  war.  That  upon  advice  of  this  double  misfor- 
tune, General  Arnold  was  detached  with  about  seven  or  eight  hundred 
men,  well  provided  with  cannon,  and  battcaus  for  crossing  the  lake,  with 
his  whole  body.  That  the  enemy  being  posted  on  a  point  of  land  at  the 
bottom  of  a  bay,  could  not  have  been  attacked  with  a  probability  of  suc- 
cess, without  landing  at  some  other  point  at  a  distance,  and  marching 
round  to  them ;  nor  in  any  case  was  it  possible  to  cut  olT  their  retreat. 
That  on  the  26th  of  May,  General  Arnold,  with  about  five  hundred  of 
his  men,  appeared  on  the  lake,  to  intimidate  the  enemy,  then  amounting 
to  six  or  seven  hundred ;  but,  knowing  their  situation,  had  no  design  to 
iand.  That,  as  he  expected,  they  sent  out  a  flag  of  truce,  and  proposed 
very  insolent  terms  of  capitulation,  which  he  rejected  with  disdain ;  but 
being  assured  by  Captain  Forster  that  he  had  with  him  only  about  forty 
Regulars,  and  little  more  than  one  hundred  Canadians,  and  that  the  rest 
were  all  savages,  over  whom  he  had  no  command,  and  but  little  influ- 
ence ;  that  they  being  actuated  wholly  by  hopes  of  plunder,  or  revenge 
for  some  of  their  countrymen  slain  in  the  contest,  and  having  the  prison- 
ers all  in  their  power,  ho  could  not  restrain  them ;  and  that  the  moment 
General  Arnold  should  begin  to  attack  them,  they  were  determined  to 
murder  all  the  prisoners,  and  had  prepared  everything  for  that  purpose, — 
that  compassion  to  these  unhappy  victims  at  last  induced  him  to  agree  to 
a  suspension  of  arms  tor  six  days,  and  an  equal  exchange  of  prisoners,  to 
be  returned  without  arms,  but  not  to  be  stripped  or  abused  ;  and  for  per- 
formance on  our  part,  that  four  of  our  Captains  should  be  left  as  hostages. 
That  accordingly  the  Captains  Sullivan,  Bliss,  Stephens,  and  Green, 
were  delivered,  when  our  oflicers  were  returned,  and  the  other  prisoners, 
having  been  much  abused,  and  treated  with  great  barbarity,  were  left 
almost  starved  and  entirely  naked,  on  a  desolate  island,  in  the  middle  of 
the  lake ;  and  that  the  enemy  had,  in  many  instances,  violated  the  terms 
of  capitulation,  and  before  the  expiration  of  the  six  days  of  suspension, 
had  all  dispersed  and  retired,  taking  with  them  the  four  hostages,  to  be 
delivered  back  on  the  return  of  an  equal  numlwr  of  prisoners,  which  was 
to  be  within  two  months.  Our  prisoners,  when  brought  back,  immedi- 
•telv  joined  the  companies  to  which  they  belonged. 


want  of  provisions  and  clothes,  is  beyond  anything  which 
can  be  imagined  or  described.  In  this  deplorable  situation 
we  remained  eight  days,  when  we  were  released  by  an  agree- 
ment entered  into  between  General  Arnold  and  Captain 
Forster,  who  coinmanded  the  King's  troops,  about  forty  in 
number.  I  am  now  on  my  way  to  the  Congress,  by  order 
of  General  Arnold,  to  lay  before  them  a  state  of  this  un- 
happy affair. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  June  1,  1776.] 

Hartford,  May  27,  1776. 

Sir:  On  consideration  of  the  advantageous  situation  and 
natural  provisions  and  circumstances  of  the  harbour  of  A'ew- 
London,  to  render  it  a  place  of  safety  for  the  shipping  of 
the  Colony,  as  well  as  of  the  Continental  fleet,  wc  were  in- 
duced to  set  ourselves  to  fortifying  it  at  Mamacock,  Win- 
ihro]/s  Neck,  and  on  the  rock  and  height  on  Groton  side, 
places  fit  for  the  purpose,  and  were  seeking  the  cannon 
necessary.     At  the  time  that  other  help  failed,  Providence 
smiled  on  our  endeavours  ;  a  supply  of  cannon  and  stores 
was  brought  into  that  harbour  from  Ncw-Providcncc,  by 
Commodore  Hopkins.    On  receiving  your  letter  of  the  17tli 
oi  April  last,  enclosing  one  to  the  Commodore,  after  ob- 
serving the  contents,  sealing  and  enclosing  it,  I  transmitted 
the  same  to  him,  and  early  returned  you  intelligence  of  his 
proceedings  relative  thereto.     In  pursuance  of  the  resolve 
of  Congress,  I  directed  twenty-four  of  the  cannon,  left  at 
New-London,  to  be  mounted  on  carriages.     This  work  is 
accomplished  ;  ten  of  them  are  put  into  their  births  on  Gro- 
ton rock  and  height,  ready  for  use ;  the  rest  will  soon  be 
carried  to  Mamacock  and  the  places  where  they  are  to  be 
used.     There  are  not  enough  of  them  yet  so  as  to  answer 
very  good   purposes,  with  them  that  we  had  before.     I 
thought  it  my  duty  and  necessary  to  write  to  the  Commo- 
dore concerning  the  cannon  and  such  other  of  the  stores  as 
are  not  necessary  for  the  fleet,  and  were  to  be  landed  and 
left  at  New-London.     To  my  very  great  surprise,  received 
for  answer  the  Commodore's  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  and 
an  order  by  Messrs.  Hollingsivorth  and  Richardson,  to  de- 
liver them  twenty  of  the  heavy  cannon,  8ic.,  whereof  copies 
are  enclosed.     Mr.  Huntington,  passing  through  this  town 
fixjm  Congress,  informed  me  that  the  order  sent  the  Commo- 
dore by  those  gentlemen,  mentioned  twenty  of  the  heaviest 
cannon  he  bix)ught  fixjm  New-Providence  to  New-London, 
and  had  since  cairied  to  Newport ;  and  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  remove  from  us  any  of  the  cannon  left  at  jVew- 
London.     An  answer  is  returned  by  those  two  gentlemen, 
with  a  denial  to  deliver  the  cannon  on  his  order,  being  sen- 
sible that  the  honourable  Congress  would  justify  my  non- 
compliance with  his  order,  (not  having  even  a  copy  of  theirs 
to  him,)  and  that  on  a  candid  consideration,  he  would  ap- 
prove my  conduct.     I  do  gratefully  acknowledge  the  good- 
ness of  your  body  in  directing  me  to  employ  those  cannon 
in  the  defence  of  that  harbour,  and  trust  the  same  will  not 
be  taken  from  thence,  considering  the  necessity  and  the  ad- 
vantage they  will  be  of  for  the  interest  and  safety  of  the 
United  Colonies,  as  well  as  of  this.     To  secure  their  fleet, 
and  the  navigation  of  the  Sound,  are  both  obvious  and  im- 
portant objects. 

Colonel  Moit,  an  experienced  surveyor  and  engineer,  em- 
ployed in  that  service  the  last  war,  at  St.  Johns  the  last  year, 
and  now  in  erecting  the  works  at  I^ew-London,  whose  skill 
and  integrity  may  bo  relied  on,  hath  lately  made  a  map  of 
the  harbour,  which  is  enclosed.  I  flatter  myself,  on  consi- 
deration of  this  harbour,  in  comparison  with  others,  it  will 
meet  the  approbation  and  encouragement  of  Congress,  to  be 
fortified  at  a  general  expense. 

Your  letter,  accompanied  with  commissions  for  another 
battalion  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony,  for  one  or  two  years 
service,  in  Continental  pay,  is  received,  and  now  under  con- 
sideration of  our  Assembly,  and  will  be  forwarded  with  dili- 
gence. Before  this,  I  received  letters  from  General  Wash- 
ington, requesting  me  to  have  men  in  readiness  to  go  to  his 
assistance  at  jVcw-YorA:  when  called  ;  and  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts,  showing  appre- 
hensions of  their  need  of  assistance  ;  which  were  laid  before 
our  Assembly,  and  measures  taken  for  raising  some  batta- 
lions to  be  in  readiness.    The  proceedings  here  will  be  com- 
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municated  when  finished.     Our  zeal  and  ardour  are  not 

abated. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  obedient 

humble  servant,  ,  rr 

'  Jonathan   Ihuwbull. 

To  the  Honourable  President  Hancock. 

ProviJence,  May  21,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  this  day  received  youre,  and  observe  the  contents ; 
and  as  to  the  order  of  Congress  to  deliver  the  cannon  to 
you,  there  was  a  discretionary  power  in  me  to  stop  as  many 
as  I  thought  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  fleet ;  and  as  I 
was  and  am  now  careening  the  fleet,  I  think  it  not  safe  to 
part  with  the  cannon  before  the  ships  are  in  a  posture  of 
defence. 

I  yesterday  received  an  order  of  Congress  to  deliver  to 
Messrs.  Uollingsworth  and  Richardson,  in  order  to  be  sent 
to  Philadelphia,  for  the  defence  of  that  city,  twenty  of  the 
heaviest  cannon  whicii  I  brought  from  New-Providence ; 
and  as  the  largest  of  them  were  left  at  New-London,  I  have 
accordingly  given  them  an  order  on  you  for  the  same,  and 
make  no  doubt,  as  it  is  the  express  orders  of  Congress,  you 
will  deliver  the  same  without  delay. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  regard,  your  Honour's  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  -c         u 

'  li<sEK  Hopkins. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Governour 
of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

Providence,  May  21,  1776. 

Sir:  On  receipt  of  this,  you  will  deliver  to  the  bearer, 
Messrs.  Uollingsworth  and  Richardson,  twenty  of  the  hea- 
viest cannon,  a  proportion  of  the  trucks,  and  as  many  large 
ball  as  can  be  spared,  which  I  left  at  New-London,  I  having 
received  an  order  of  Congress  for  the  same,  in  order  to  be 
sent  immediately  to  Philadelphia,  for  the  defence  of  that 
city. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

EsEK  Hopkins. 

To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  or  in  his  absence  to 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Merchant  in  New-London. 


HARTFORD    (CONNECTICUT)    COMMITTEE   TO   PRESIDENT    OF 

CONGRESS. 

[Read  June  1. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prisoners.] 

Hartford,  May  27,  177G. 

Please  your  Honours  :  On  the  2.3d  instant,  the  parole 
Governour  Skene  was  under  being  expired,  by  direction  of 
Governour  Trumbull  a  parole,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a 
copy,  was  tendered  him,  (he  having  previously  elected 
Middletown  for  the  place  of  his  residence,)  which  he  pe- 
remptorily refused  to  give;  at  the  same  time  offered  his 
parole  to  abide  within  the  town  oi  Middletown,  or  such 
limits  as  Governour  Trumbull  should  prescribe,  and  insisted 
that  that  was  all  the  resolve  of  Congress,  relative  to  him,  re- 
quired. After  he  was  made  acquainted  by  Governour  Trum- 
bull and  the  Committee,  that  unless  he  gave  the  parole 
he  must  be  confined,  he,  continuing  to  refuse,  was  by  the 
Committee  committed  to  prison  on  said  23d  instant ;  know- 
ing that  an  enemy  within  the  walls,  at  liberty  to  give  intel- 
ligence, is  far  more  dangerous  than  many  without. 

Captain  Samuel  McKay,  a  prisoner  taken  at  St.  Johns, 
and  sent  to  Hartford  by  General  Schuyler,  being  under  a 
parole,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  to  Congress,  by 
him  renewed,  and  given  on  the  10th  day  of  iV/ay  instant, 
did,  in  the  night  after  the  18th  instant,  make  his  escape  in 
violation  of  his  parole,  and  took  with  him  Daniel  McFar- 
land,  a  soldier  belonging  to  the  Artillery,  who  was  his 
waiter,  and  being  pursued,  were  retaken  a.t  Lanesborough, 
and  brought  back  to  Hartford,  with  one  John  Graves,  of 
Pittsfield,  who  assisted  them  in  making  their  escape,  and 
were  all  three  committed  to  prison  on  the  22d  instant.  Said 
McKay  has  a  horse,  which  the  Committee  have  in  custody. 
The  Committee  esteem  it  their  duty  to  embrace  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  acquaint  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress with  the  above  transactions,  and  shall  attend  their  di- 
rections thereon. 

From  your  Honours'  dutiful,  obedient,  humble  servants. 
Per  order  of  the  Committee  at  Hartford  : 

Jesse  Moat,  Chairman. 


Colony  of  CotiNKCTicvT,! 
Hartford,  ss.      y 

I,  being  a  prisoner  by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress  of 
the  thirteen  United  Colonies  in  America,  do  promise  and  en- 
gage on  my  word  and  honour,  and  on  the  faith  of  a  gentleman, 
to  go  immediately  to  the  town  o( Middletown,  in  tlie  Colony 
of  Connectiait,  the  place  of  my  election,  and  there  to  remain 
within  the  limits  of  said  township  of  Middletown  during  the 
present  contest  between  Great  Britain  and  the  said  United 
Colonies,  or  until  the  Congress  of  said  United  Colonies  shall 
order  otherwise ;  and  tliat  I  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
give  any  intelligence  whatsoever  to  the  enemies  of  the  said 
United  Colonies,  nor  do  or  say  anything  in  opposition  to, 
or  in  prejudice  of,  the  measures  or  proceedings  of  any  Con- 
gress for  the  United  Colonies,  during  the  present  troubles, 
or  until  I  am  duly  exchanged,  or  discharged,  or  otherwise 
ordered,  by  the  Continental  Congress,  by  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Connecticut,  or  by  Governour  Trumbull. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  21st  day  o(  May,  Anno  Do- 
mini 1776. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  parole  tendered  to 
Governour  Skene,  which  he  refused  to  subscribe. 

Test :  Benjamin  Payne,  Com.  Clerk. 


general  ward  to  general  WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  May  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  Mr.  Bartlett, 
the  Agent  at  Beverly,  has  purchased  the  brigantine  Han- 
nah for  the  continent,  at  five  hundred  and  twenty  pounds. 
Captain  Bradford,  of  Boston,  having  represented  to  me  that 
he  had  an  order  from  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  member  of  Con- 
gress, and  one  of  the  Marine  Committee,  to  provide  a  good 
sailing  vessel  for  Continental  service,  and  that  the  brigantine 
would  answer  the  purpose,  1  have  directed  Mr.  Bartlett  to 
let  Captain  Bradford  have  the  brigantine,  to  fit  her  for  the 
use  of  the  continent,  as  Mr.  Morris  writes  that  a  vessel  is 
wanted  to  go  a  voyage  upon  particular  business  imme- 
diately. 

In  the  late  account  I  transmitted,  respecting  the  attempt 
the  pirates  made  upon  the  two  armed  schooners  in  this  har- 
bour, I  mentioned  that  Major  Frazer's  schooner  cut  her 
cable  and  came  up.  Since  1  have  learned  more  particulars, 
1  think  it  appears  that  the  little  schooner  was  bravely  de- 
fended. The  Franklin  had  twenty-one  men,  officers  in- 
cluded ;  the  Lady  Washington  had  seven — Captain  Cmji- 
ningham  commander.  Slie  was  attacked  by  five  boats, 
which  were  supposed  to  contain  near  or  quite  a  hundred 
men  ;  but  after  repeated  efforts  to  board  her,  they  were 
beaten  off  by  the  intrepidity  and  exertions  of  the  little  com- 
pany, who  gloriously  defended  the  Lady  against  the  brutal 
ravishers  of  liberty. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  obedient  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
Te  Goneral  Washington. 


meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  malden. 

At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Maiden,  May  27,  1776,  it  was  voted  unanimously.  That 
the  following  Instructions  be  given  to  their  Representative, 
viz: 

To  Mr.  Ezra  Sargeant  : 

Sir:  A  resolution  of  the  honourable  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, calling  upon  the  several  towns  in  this  Colony  to  ex- 
press their  minds  with  respect  to  the  important  question  of 
American  Independence,  is  the  occasion  of  our  now  instructr 
ing  you.  The  time  was,  sir,  when  we  loved  the  King  and 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  with  an  affection  truly  filial. 
We  felt  ourselves  interested  in  their  glory.  We  shared  in 
their  joys  and  sorrows.  We  cheerfully  poured  the  fruits  of 
all  our  labour  into  the  lap  of  our  mother  country,  and  with-r 
out  reluctance  expended  our  blood  and  our  treasure  in  their 
cause. 

These  were  our  sentiments  towards  Great  Britain  while 
she  continued  to  act  the  part  of  a  parent  state.  We  felt 
ourselves  iiappy  in  our  connection  with  her,  nor  wished  it 
to  be  dissolved  ;  but  our  sentiments  are  altered.  It  is  now 
the  ardent  wish  of  our  souls  that  America  may  become  a 
free  and  independent  State. 
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A  sense  of  unprovoked  injuries  will  arouse  the  resentment 
of  the  most  peaceful.  Such  injuries  these  Colonies  have  re- 
ceived from  Britain.  Unjustifiable  claims  have  been  made 
by  the  King  and  his  minions,  to  tax  us  without  our  consent. 
These  claiins  have  been  prosecuted  in  a  manner  cruel  and 
unjust  to  the  highest  dej^ree.  The  frantick  policy  of  Ad- 
ministration hath  induced  them  to  send  fleets  and  armies  to 
America,  that  by  depriving  us  of  our  trade,  and  cutting  the 
throats  of  our  brethren,  they  might  awe  us  into  submission, 
and  erect  a  system  of  despotism  in  America  which  should 
so  far  enlarge  the  influence  of  the  Crown  as  to  enable  it  to 
rivet  their  shackles  upon  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 

This  plan  was  brought  to  a  crisis  upon  the  ever  memo- 
rable 19th  of  .(4j>n7.  We  remember  the  fatal  day!  The 
expiring  groans  of  our  countrymen  yet  vibrate  on  our  cars, 
and  we°now  behold  the  flames  of  their  peaceful  dwellings 
ascending  to  Heaven  !  We  hear  their  blood  crying  to  us 
from  the  ground  for  vengeance  ;  charging  us,  as  we  value  the 
peace  of  their  manes,  to  have  no  further  connection  with  a 
King  who  can  unfeelingly  hear  of  the  slaughter  of  his  sub- 
jects, and  composedly  sleep  with  their  blood  upon  his  soul ! 
The  manner  in  w  hich  the  war  has  been  prosecuted  hath  con- 
firmed us  in  these  sentiments.  Piracy  and  murder,  robbery 
and  breach  of  faith,  have  been  conspicuous  in  the  conduct 
of  the  King's  troops  ;  defenceless  towns  have  been  attacked 
and  destroyed  ;  the  ruins  of  Charlestoum,  which  are  daily 
in  our  view,  daily  remind  us  of  this ;  die  cries  of  the  widow 
and  the  orphan  demand  our  attention ;  they  demand  that 
the  hand  of  pity  should  wipe  the  tear  from  their  eye,  and 
that  the  sword  of  their  country  should  avenge  their  wrongs. 
We  long  entertained  hopes  that  the  spirit  of  the  British 
nation  would  once  more  induce  them  to  assert  their  own 
and  our  rights,  and  bring  to  condign  punishment  the  ele- 
vated villains  who  have  trampled  upon  the  sacred  rights  of 
jnen,  and  affronted  the  majesty  of  the  people.  AVe  hoped 
in  vain.  They  have  lost  their  love  to  freedom  ;  they  have 
lost  their  spirit  of  just  resentment.  We  therefore  renounce 
with  disdain  our  connection  with  a  kingdom  of  slaves.  We 
bid  a  final  adieu  to  Britain. 

Could  an  accommodation  be  now  effected,  we  have  reason 
to  think  that  it  would  be  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  America ;  we 
should  soon  catch  the  contagion  of  venality  and  dissipation 
which  hath  subjected  Britons  to  lawless  domination.  Were 
we  placed  in  the  situation  we  were  in  in  1763 ;  were  the 
powers  of  appointing  officers,  and  commanding  the  Militia,  in 
the  hands  of  Governours,  our  arts,  trade,  and  manufactures 
would  be  cramped ;  nay,  more  than  this,  the  life  of  every 
man  who  has  been  active  in  the  cause  of  his  country  would 
be  endangered. 

For  these  reasons,  as  well  as  many  others  which  might 
be  produced,  we  are  confirmed  in  the  opinion,  that  the  pre- 
sent age  will  be  deficient  in  their  duty  to  God,  their  poste- 
rity, and  themselves,  if  tliey  do  not  establish  an  American 
Republick.  This  is  the  only  form  of  Government  which 
we  wish  to  see  established  ;  for  we  can  never  be  willingly 
subject  to  any  other  King  than  He,  who,  being  possessed  of 
infinite  wisdom,  goodness,  and  rectitude,  is  alone  fit  to  pos- 
sess unlimited  power. 

We  have  freely  spoken  our  sentiments  upon  this  important 
subject ;  but  we  mean  not  to  dictate  ;  we  have  unbounded 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  uprightness  of  the  Continental 
Congress ;  with  pleasure  we  recollect  that  this  affair  is  under 
their  direction ;  and  we  now  instruct  you,  sir,  to  give  them 
the  strongest  assurance  that,  if  they  should  declare  America 
to  be  a  free  and  independent  Republick,  your  constituents 
will  support  and  defend  the  measure  to  the  last  drop  of  their 
blood,  and  the  last  farthing  of  their  treasure. 

Samuel  Merrit,  Town  Clerk. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF 
SCOTLAND    TO    THE    KING. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  subjects,  the  Ministers 
and  Elders  met  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  animated  with  the  same  sentiments  of  loyalty 
which  prevail  among  the  people  under  our  care,  embrace 
this  first  opportunity  of  joining  with  them  in  declaring  that, 
at  this  interesting  juncture,  our  attachment  to  your  Majesty's 
person  and  Government,  and  our  zeal  for  the  Constitution 
and  rights  of  Great  Britain,  continue  firm  and  unshaken. 

Under  a  Constitution  founded  on  the  principles  of  liberty, 
and  governed  by  a  Sovereign  whose  reign  has  been  uniformly 
distinguished  by  a  sacred  regard  for  die  rights  of  his  people, 
we  have  enjoyed  a  felicity  which  our  forefathers  struggled 
and  prayed  lor,  hut  did  not  obtain  ;  and  we  daily  bless  that 
God  by  whom  Kings  reign,  for  your  mild  and  equitable 
administration.  Sensible  of  our  own  happiness,  and  repo- 
sing with  confidence  on  your  Majesty's  attention  to  the  wel- 
fare of  all  your  people,  h  is  with  no  less  astonishment  than 
regret,  that  we  have  beheld  those  alarming  events  which 
disturb  the  tranquillity  of  your  reign. 

But  while  we  deeply  bewail  the  progress  of  that  spirit 
which  hath  promjjted  our  fellow-subjects  in  North-America 
to  take  arms  in  opposition  to  your  Majesty's  authority,  and 
the  supremacy  of  the  British  Legislature,  we  contemplate 
with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  striking  proof  which  your 
Majesty  now  gives  of  your  paternal  affection,  by  vesting  in 
the  same  respectable  persons  whom  you  have  intrusted  with 
the  connnand  of  your  formidable  fleets  and  armies,  the 
power  of  displaying  the  extent  of  your  Majesty's  clemency, 
and  of  conciliating  the  alienated  minds  of  your  subjects. 

We  consider  ourselves  as  called  upon,  in  the  present 
situation  of  publick  affairs,  to  exert  our  utmost  diligence  in 
discharging  the  important  functions  of  our  sacred  office,  in 
order  to  confirm  the  people  committed  to  our  charge  in  their 
reverence  for  the  laws  of  their  country,  in  their  attachment 
to  the  system  of  legal  Government  established  by  the  glo- 
rious Revolution,  and  in  their  loyalty  towards  your  Majesty, 
whom  they  have  experienced  to  be  the  faithful  guardian  of 
those  liberties  which  your  illustrious  House  was  called  to 
maintain.  These  endeavours  shall  ever  be  accompanied 
with  our  fervent  prayei-s  to  Almighty  God,  that  he  may  go 
forth  with  the  fleets  and  armies  of  our  country ;  that  he 
may  bless  the  humane  means  employed  by  your  Majesty 
to  recall  our  fellow-subjects  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  and  to 
put  a  speedy  period,  without  effusion  of  blood,  to  the  pre- 
sent dangerous  and  unnatural  rebellion  ;  that  He  who  stilleth 
the  tumults  of  the  people,  and  ruleth  the  spirit  of  man,  may, 
in  his  good  time,  turn  the  hearts  of  the  children  unto  their 
fathers  ;  that  out  of  confusion  order  may  arise  ;  that,  in  place 
of  anarchy  and  civil  discord,  submission  to  legal  authority 
may  return  ;  and  the  union  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonies  may  be  happily  re-established,  so  diat  both  may 
long  rejoice  under  the  Government  of  your  Majesty  as  their 
common  parent  and  benefactor. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty,  your  Majesty's  most  faith- 
ful, most  obedient,  and  most  loyal  subjects,  the  Ministers 
and  Elders  met  in  this  National  Assembly  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland.  _ , 

Signed  in  our  name,  in  our  presence,  and  at  our  appoint- 

'n*^"''  by  John  Ker,  Moderator. 

Edinburgh,  May  28,  1776. 


BRUNSWICK,  (BRISTOL    COUNTY,)  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Whereas  the  honourable  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies 
thought  it  necessary  to  know  the  minds  of  the  people  in 
regard  to  independence  ;  at  a  full  meeting  of  the  freeholders 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Brunswick,  on  the  31st 
of  May,  1776,  it  was  unanimously  voted,  that  if  the  honour- 
able Congress  should,  for  the  safety  of  the  United  Colonies, 
declare  them  independent  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
they  will  solemnly  engage  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  to 
support  the  Congress  in  that  measure. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  for  Din- 

wiDDiE  County: 
The  Memorial  of  Richard  Hanson,  of  the  Toivn  of  Pe- 
TERSBURGH,  showeth : 
That  your  Memorialist  has  heard,  with  much  concern, 
that  he  stands  charged  before  this  Committee  with  having 
wilfully  violated  an  order  of  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress,  for  the  observation  of  Friday,  the  17th  instant, 
(May,)  as  a  solemn  fast-day.  Your  Memorialist  most  so- 
lemnly declares,  that  at  the  time  of  his  giving  the  invitation 
to  his  neighbours,  which  has  excited  against  him  the  said 
complaint,  he  did  not  recollect  diat  it  was  the  day  set  apart 
for  that  purpose,  until  it  was  so  late  in  the  day  that  he 
apprehended  his  countermanding  the  invitations  might  be 
supposed  to  arise  rather  from  a  want  of  hospitality  than  a 
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religious  attention  to  the  appointed  solemnity ;  and  as  he 
was  conscious  of  having  no  design  or  desire  to  contravene 
either  that  or  any  other  order  of  that  honourable  Assembly, 
he  trusted  that  the  most  favourable  construction  would  be 
put  upon  an  act  attended  with  no  mark  of  festivity  or  pro- 
ductive of  disorder  or  licentiousness. 

Your  Memorialist  begs  leave  further  to  assure  this  Com- 
mittee, that  he  has,  since  his  first  residence  in  this  Colony, 
been  constandy  obedient  to  the  laws  and  regulations  or- 
dained in  it ;  and  more  particularly,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  late  unhappy  disputes  between  the  Colonies 
and  the  parent  State,  he  has  firmly  resolved,  in  no  instance, 
to  give  offence  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  where  he  has 
enjoyed  all  the  benefits  arising  to  individuals  in  a  well-regu- 
lated society,  and  experienced  the  friendship  of  many  worthy 
members  of  it,  his  utmost  wish  being  to  acquire  the  character 
of  a  peaceable  and  inoffensive  citizen. 

Under  this  circumstance  of  inattention  and  inadvertency 
as  to  the  offence  committed,  and  his  hearty  contrition  for 
the  same,  he  hopes  this  Committee  will  rest  satisfied  of  the 
innocence  of  his  intentions,  and  believe  him,  when  he  de- 
clares that  he  will,  neither  by  word  or  deed,  give  cause  for 
complaint  in  future ;  and  that  he  will,  in  all  instances,  con- 
form himself  to  the  regulations  that  have  been  already  made 
or  may  hereafter  be  marked  out  for  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Colony ;  and  most  sincerely  wishes  for  a  return  of  that  peace 
and  tranquillity  which  has  heretofore  prevailed  in  Virginia, 
in  which  he  has  passed  the  happiest  part  of  his  life ;  and 
that  the  present  contest  may  be  ended  with  honour  and 
advantage  to  the  United  Colonies  of  America. 

Richard  Hanson. 

We,  the  subscribers,  who  partook  of  a  dinner  at  Mr  Han- 
son's on  the  day  mentioned  in  his  memorial,  seriously  declare, 
that  it  was  done  inadvertently,  and  not  with  design  (as  has 
been  suggested)  to  counteract  the  order  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress.  We  further  acknowledge,  that  we 
are  heartily  sorry  for  not  strictly  attending  to  that  and  every 
other  order  of  that  honourable  Assembly :  and  solemnly  en- 
gage, in  future,  so  to  conduct  ourselves  as  to  give  no  offence 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  nor  in  any  instance  what- 
soever again  neglect  to  comply  with  every  order  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  or  the  ordinances  of  the  Convention  of 
this  Colony  hereafter  made  or  now  ordained. 

William  Buchanan,       A.  Buchanan, 
A.  Johnston,  Thomas  Irving. 

William  Beattie, 


ing.  I  am  now  hauling  my  wind  down  the  bay,  to  make 
all  the  discovery  I  can,  and  expect  momently  to  be  chased, 
but  depend  on  my  heels ;  shall,  as  soon  as  satisfied  of  their 
number  and  the  course  they  steer,  make  the  best  of  my 
way  up. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  yours  to  command, 

James  Nicholson. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


captain    NICHOLSON  TO    MARYLAND   COUNCIL   OF    SAFETY. 

Ship  Defence,  Wicomico,  May  28,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  did  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  per 
Captain  Pitt,  informing  of  the  situation  of  the  enemy  down 
at  Norfolk;  since  which  have  been  joined  by  Captain 
Boucher  and  a  brig  he  had  in  convoy.  From  the  certainty 
he  has  of  the  tenders  being  so  numerous  about  the  cape, 
he  is  now  hauling  the  brig  up  a  creek  in  this  river,  and 
there  to  lie  until  a  more  favourable  opportunity.  For  want 
of  the  assistance  of  a  tender  (my  own  having  sprung  her 
mast)  I  did  not  go  lower  down  the  bay  than  Rappahan- 
nock. When  the  bay  appears  quite  clear.  Captain  Boucher 
and  myself  intend  going  down  this  river  for  the  purpose  of 
making  discoveries,  and  should  the  vessels  not  be  already 
sailed,  would  recommend  they  should  be  held  in  readiness 
until  I  return  and  send  or  bring  you  advice  ;  but  shoulc  you 
think  proper  to  send  them  before,  or  should  they  be  already 
sailed,  you  may  depend  upon  my  utmost  care  of  them. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obliged,  humble  servant,  &c 

James  Nicholson 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland 


CAPTAIN    NICHOLSON  TO    MARYLAND   COUNCIL   OF   SAFETY. 

Off  Wicomico  mouth,  May  28,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Two  hours  since  I  wrote  you ;  since  which 
have  discovered  five  sail  of  topsail  vessels,  which  had  been 
at  anchor  off  fVindmill- Point ;  one  of  them  wears  a  broad 
pendant,  supposed  the  Commodore ;  she  and  another  capi- 
tal ship  is  now  under  way,  standing  up  the  bay  ;  we  appre- 
hend there  may  be  a  fleet  under  Windmill-Point  at  anchor, 
as  we  heard  the  Commodore  fiire  a  gun — the  signal  for  weigh- 


MH.    CiEURY    to    MR.    WARREN. 

Philadelphia,  May  28,  1770. 

My  DEAR  Sir:  Some  days  since  I  enclosed  to  our  worthy 
friend.  Major  Hatvlcy,  sundry  newspapers,  containing  intel- 
ligence of  importance,  but  not  so  agreeable  in  its  nature  as 
the  enclosed  papers  announce,  relative  to  our  sister  Colo- 
nies, Virginia  and  North- Carolina.  Their  Conventions 
have  unanimously  declared  for  independency,  and  have,  in 
this  respect,  exceeded  their  sister  Colonies  in  a  most  noble 
and  decisive  measure.  I  hope  it  will  be  forthwith  communi- 
cated to  your  honourable  Assembly,  and  hope  to  see  my 
native  Colony  following  this  laudable  example. 

Yours,  very  truly,  -f^,  /^ 

'       •'        •"  Klbridge  Gerry. 


general    WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    PUTNAM. 

Philadelphia,  May  28,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received  youre  of  the  24th  instant,  with  its  several 
enclosures,  and  the  letter  and  invoice  from  General  Ward, 
giving  intelligence  of  the  fortunate  capture  made  by  our 
armed  vessels ;  on  which  event  you  have  my  congratula- 
tions. 

I  have  written  General  Ward  (as  you  will  see  by  the  en- 
closed letter,  which,  having  read,  you  will  seal  and  send  by 
post)  to  send  forward  to  JVew-  York  Colonel  Putnam's  de- 
mand, and  also  such  articles  as  Colonel  Knox  may  apply 
for,  out  of  the  cargo  taken.  In  like  manner,  I  have  desired 
him  to  send  me,  as  soon  as  possible,  part  of  the  powder, 
and  eight  hundred  of  the  carbines,  which  will  greatly  assist 
in  making  up  the  deficiency  in  this  instance. 

As  to  the  plan  for  employing  the  armed  vessels,  I  have 
no  objection  to  its  being  adopted,  provided  it  will  not  frus- 
trate the  main  design  for  which  they  were  fitted  out ;  that 
I  would  by  no  means  have  injured,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  much 
importance  to  prevent  a  correspondence  between  the  disaf- 
fected and  the  enemy,  and  the  latter  from  getting  supplies 
of  provision ;  but  if  this  end  can  be  answered  and  the  other 
advantages  in  the  plan  you  mentioned,  it  is  certainly  an 
eligible  one. 

The  great  variety  of  business  in  which  Congress  are  en- 
gaged has  prevented  our  settling  what  I  was  requested  to 
attend  for,  though  we  have  made  several  attempts,' and  a 
Committee  has  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  day  after 
day ;  nor  can  I  say  with  precision  when  I  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  return  ;  I  must,  therefore,  pray  your  attention  and  vigi- 
lance to  every  necessary  work ;  and  further,  if  you  should 
receive  before  I  come  certain  advices,  and  such  as  you  can 
rely  on,  of  the  enemy's  being  on  the  coast  or  approaching 
New-York,  that  you  inform  me  thereof  by  express  as  early 
as  possible.  I  do  not  wish  an  alarm  to  be  given  me  without 
foundation,  but  as  soon  as  you  are  certified  of  their  coming, 
that  it  be  instantly  communicated  to  me,  and  orders  given 
to  the  express  who  comes,  to  bespeak,  at  the  difTerent  neces- 
sary stages  on  the  road,  as  many  horses  as  may  be  proper 
for  facilitating  my  return,  and  that  of  the  gentlemen  with 
me,  with  the  greatest  expedition.     I  am,  &-c., 

George  Washington. 
To  General  Putnam. 

P.  S.  1  desire  you  will  speak  to  the  several  Colonels,  and 
hurry  them  to  get  their  colours  done. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  WARD. 

Philadelphia,  May  28,  1776. 

Sir  :  On  Saturday  morning  I  was  favoured  with  yours 
of  the  17th  instant,  giving  the  agreeable  intelligence  of  the 
important  and  valuable  prize  made  by  the  armed  schooners 
in  the  Continental  service,  and  am  hopeful  that,  if  a  vigilant 
look-out  is  kept,  others,  not  less  valuable,  will  fall  into  our 
hands. 
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Congress  liaving  passed  a  resolve  respecting  this  cargo, 
as  you  will  see  by  tiie  enclosed  copy,  I  desire  that  you 
will  immediately  forward  to  New-York  eight  hundred  of 
the  carbines,  and  the  residue  have  put  into  some  good  and 
secure  place,  not  to  be  disposed  of  till  further  directions 
unless  the  recruits  raising  to  com|)lete  the  five  regiments 
left  at  Boston  should  be  in  want,  in  which  case  you  may 
supply  the  deficiency  out  of  them.  I  also  request  that  you 
■will  directly  forward  to  Ntw-York  four  hundred  barrels 
of  the  powder,  and  have  the  remainder  of  it  sent  to  some 
place  of  security  in  the  country  not  too  contiguous  to  Bos- 
ton, there  to  be  kept  under  a  good  and  trusty  guard  until  it 
shall  be  disposed  of,  apprehending  it  imprudent  that  more 
should  remain  in  Boston  than  may  be  absolutely  necessary, 
for  fear  of  accidents,  though  I  do  not  think  any  attempts 
will  be  made  against  it  by  the  enemy.  You  will  forward,  too, 
the  lead  wrote  for  by  General  Putnam,  and  such  articles  out 
of  the  cargo  as  Colonel  Knox  and  Colonel  Putnam  shall 
respectively  apply  for,  and  have  the  rest  properly  secured. 

As  to  the  two  hundred  carbines  that  are  to  remain  at  Bos- 
ion,  I  do  not  mean  that  they  are  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  recruits  raising  to  complete  the  old  regiments  but  in  case 
of  absolute  necessity,  such  as  the  appearance  of  an  invasion, 
or  the  like,  and  that  ever}'  possible  method  should  be  used 
for  them  to  procure  amis  without  depending  on  those. 

I  shall  be  glad  of  your  returning  to  the  Massachusetts 
Government  the  powder  they  have  lent  the  continent,  as 
by  this  fortunate  capture  we  are  enabled  to  pay  our  debts 

in  that  way.     I  am,  &.C., 

* 
To  Major-General  Ward. 


George  Washington. 


YORK  (Pennsylvania)  committee  to  Philadelphia  com- 
mittee. 

York,  May  28,  1776. 

Sir  :  On  Saturday  last  we  were  favoured  with  the  com- 
pany of  several  of  your  respectable  body,  joined  by  others 
the  worthy  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  who  laid  before  our 
town  Committee,  immediately  assembled  'for  that  purpose, 
the  letters,  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  City  and  Liberties 
of  the  capital.  The  joy  we  felt  upon  this  interesting  occa- 
sion may  be  more  easily  conceived  than  expressed.  To- 
wards evening,  a  certain  Charles  Stedman,  attorney-at-law, 
came  into  town,  and  opened  to  his  host  his  having  certan 
papers  tending  to  the  confirmation  of  the  powers  of  Govern- 
ment in  the  hands  of  the  present  Assembly.  This  good 
citizen  lost  no  time  till  he  made  the  Committee  acquainted 
with  the  important  discovery ;  orders  were  thereupon  issued 
forthwith  for  securing  Mr.  Stedman' s  portmanteau,  and  keep- 
ing an  eye  on  his  person,  till  he  might  be  examined.  On 
our  Secretary's  application,  he  readily  confessed  his  having 
three  copies  of  the  Remonstrance,  issued  by  the  party  too 
notoriously  the  enemies  of  the  rights  of  freemen  to  find 
much  countenance  here.  These  copies  he  delivered  to  the 
Secretary,  and  then,  as  well  as  upon  his  examination,  de- 
clared that  he  found  them  at  his  father's  house,  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  was  there  told  they  had  been  left  by  Mr. 
Andrew  Robinson,  with  a  verbal  request  to  carry  them  to 
William  McClea,  Esquire,  at  Sunbury.  Nothing  further 
appearing  amongst  the  packages  of  Mr.  Stedman,  he  was 
suffered  to  pass,  after  he  had  regained,  opened,  and  read  a 
letter  he  had  been  seen  conveying  to  one  of  the  prisoner's 
servants,  which  only  discovered  his  great  affection  for  the 
worthy  family  of  Doctor  Kearsly,  as  he  was  pleased  to 
style  them,  and  some  other  worthies  of  the  same  political 
complexion. 

Mr.  Stedman's  departure  from  town  was  attended  with 
such  circumstances  as  caused  two  young  men,  who  came 
with  another  large  packet  of  these  treasonable  papers, 
directed  to  Messrs.  Johnston  &f  Lukens  here,  to  decamp 
with  precipitation.  These  carriers  told  the  landlord  they 
had  received  their  charge  from  Doctor  Smith  and  Phineas 
Bond,  at  Lancaster. 

Our  Committee  being  early  assembled,  Messrs.  Lukens 
&/■  Johnston  showed  an  anonymous  letter,  directed  to  them 
both,  requesting  them  to  forward  the  letters  and  remon- 
strances without  loss  of  time,  and  the  Evening  Posts,  and 
to  request  their  despatch  in  procuring  the  signing  of  those 
papers  in  their  several  Districts.  On  the  delivery  of  the 
bundle  to  the  Committee,  it  appeared  filled  with  remon- 
strances and  Evening  Posts,  and  sundry  sealed  letters,  one 


of  whicii,  directed  to  Henry  Wolf,  of  Yorktovm,  was  opened 
by  his  consent  and  read,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed. 

By  this  discovery,  the  Committee  judged  it  proper  to  fe- 
tain  all  the  other  letters  till  Friday  next,  when  a  meeting 
of  the  County  Committee  is  warned  to  take  all  these  im- 
portant matters  into  consideration.  You  may  depend  upon 
the  event  of  this  meeting  to  be  favourable  to  the  cause  of 
liberty,  as  the  sense  of  the  town  militia  was  taken  yester- 
day, and  I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  assure  you  that  not 
a  single  dissentient  or  even  cool  person  appeared  in  four 
large  companies.  By  order  of  the  Committee. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

James  Smith,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observa- 
tion of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia. 


NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    TO    PROVINCIAL    CONGRESS. 

Committee-Chamber,  New-York,  May  28,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  have  had  repeated  applications  to  this 
Committee  to  get  the  house  called  Hampden-Hall  emptied 
of  sundry  utensils  belonging  to  the  continent  or  this  Province, 
which,  we  know  not.  The  house  being  private  property, 
and  IVlr.  Roorback  being  advised  to  remove  them,  has  ap- 
plied to  this  Committee  to  procure  a  store  for  the  said  goods. 
This  Cominittee  are  in  a  dilemma  how  to  act  in  this  matter, 
not  knowing  whose  property  the  goods  are;  nor  have  they 
received  any  powers  (in  their  opinion)  from  your  honour- 
able House,  to  provide  stores  for  such  purposes.  They  there- 
fore pray  your  particular  directions  on  this  subject ;  and  are, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Robert  Harpur,  Deputy  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress,  New-  York. 


COLONEL    H.  B.  LIVINGSTON    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 
Fort  Constitution,  May  28,  1 776. 

Sir:  When  I  was  last  in  town  I  represented  the  neces- 
sity of  having  an  armourer  at  this  post,  to  General  Wash- 
ington. He  desired  me,  if  I  could  find  a  man  capable  of 
the  business,  to  employ  him.  Such  a  man  I  have  found. 
He  not  only  repairs  but  makes  guns  and  bayonets.  But  he 
says  he  cannot  carry  on  the  business  to  any  advantage 
without  two  other  hands  to  assist  him.  If  you  should  think 
proper  to  employ  him  and  two  others,  there  are  two  who 
understand  the  business  very  well,  soldiers  in  our  regiment. 
One  of  them  has  a  gun  of  his  own  make  with  him,  a  very 
tolerable  one.  Should  you  not  think  proper  to  employ 
either  of  these  men,  yet  there  is  a  necessity  for  an  armour- 
er's shop  at  this  post,  as  I  will  be  obliged  to  employ  one  to 
repair  the  arms  sent  here  by  the  Committee  of  JJutchess. 
They  sent  us  fifty -six  stand,  and  only  one  so  much  in  repair 
as  to  be  fit  for  service.  The  Commissioners  at  this  post 
seem  to  be  in  doubt  whether  their  powers  extend  so  far  as 
to  erect  any  building  they  shall  conceive  necessary,  without 
a  particular  order  for  every  one,  though  ever  so  much  want- 
ed. In  consequence  of  this,  we  are  now  without  an  Hospi- 
tal, and  our  sick  and  well,  officers  and  privates,  are  obliged 
to  stow  together  in  the  same  rooms,  for  want  of  barracks. 
If  you  could  prevail  upon  the  Provincial  Congress  or  the 
Committee  of  Safety  to  remedy  these  evils,  you  would  much 
oblige  me.  I  wrote  you  two  letters  before,  but  as  I  have 
received  no  answer,  suppose  you  have  not  received  them. 
The  bearer,  Mr.  Reader,  is  the  man  above-mentioned  as 
an  armourer.  I  could  wish  him  to  be  employed  by  the 
Committee  or  Congress.  As  I  received  only  a  verbal  order 
from  General  Washington,  he  will  agree  with  them  about 
the  terms. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  all  respect,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant, 

Henry  B.  Livingston,  Lieutenant- Colonel. 
To  John  McKesson,  New-  York. 

N.  B.  Pray  excuse  this  scroll,  as  I  am  hurried. 

GENERAL    SCHUTYLER    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Fort  George,  May  28,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  This  inoment  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  General  Sullivan,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy. 
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Our  affairs  begin  daily  to  wear  a  darker  aspect  in  Canada, 
and  I  fear  will  not  change  for  the  better,  unless  more  troops 
are  sent  in. 

I  dare  not  by  any  means  remove  Colonel  Dayton s  Re- 
giment from  Tryon  County,  for  I  am  morally  sure  that  Sir 
John  Johnson  would  immediately  fall  upon  that  part  of  the 
country  and  ravage  it  without  mercy;  an  event  that  would 
so  intimidate  the  people  that  I  should  procure  very  few  to 
be  employed  on  the  communication,  lest  they  should  be 
cut  off  by  scalping  j)arties  of  Indians. 

As  Colonel  Knox  took  with  him  all  the  guns  from  the 
Royal  Savage,  I  have  none  left  to  arm  her  with  ;  but  such  as 
she  is,  she  will  go  offloaded  with  provisions  in  a  few  days. 

The  fort  at  Ticonderoga  should  immediately  be  put  into 
a  proper  state  of  defence,  but  I  have  unfortunately  no  troops 
to  set  about  it.  I  hope  soon  to  see  one  or  more  Engineers 
in  this  quarter. 

Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  21st,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
the  infamous  libel  transmitted  to  you  by  the  Committee  of 
King's  District,  I  received  last  night.  Whilst  this  was  only 
report,  I  treated  it  with  contempt,  without  taking  any  notice 
of  it ;  but  it  is  now  a  duty  I  owe  myself  and  my  country  to 
detect  the  scoundrels  ;  and  the  only  means  of  doing  this  is 
by  requesting  that  an  immediate  inquiry  may  be  made  into 
the  matter,  when,  I  trust,  it  will  evidently  appear  that  it 
was  more  a  scheme  calculated  to  ruin  me,  than  to  disunite 
and  create  jealousies  in  the  friends  to  America.  Your  Ex- 
cellency will  therefore  please  to  order  a  Court  of  Inquiry 
the  soonest  possible,  for  I  cannot  sit  easy  under  such  an  in- 
famous imputation,  as  on  this  extensive  continent  numbers 
of  the  most  respectable  characters  may  not  know  what  your 
Excellency  and  Congress  do,  of  my  principles  and  exertions 
in  the  common  cause.  It  is  peculiarly  hard  that,  at  the  very 
time  that  assassins  and  incendiaries  are  employed  to  take 
away  my  life  and  destroy  my  property,  as  being  an  active 
friend  to  my  country,  at  the  very  time  when  I  had  taken 
measures  and  given  orders,  some  of  which  are  actually  exe- 
cuted, to  secure  the  Tories  and  send  them  down  to  your 
Excellency,  a  set  of  pretended  Whigs  (for  such  they  are 
that  have  propagated  these  diabolical  tales)  should  proclaim 
me  through  all  America  a  traitor  to  my  country. 

I  do  not  recollect  that  I  have  given  a  permit  to  any  offi- 
cers whatever  to  go  to  Pennsylvania  to  settle  their  affairs. 
Those  that  were  sent  from  Canada  in  the  latter  end  of 
February,  either  remained  at  Albany  or  were  sent  as  far  as 
Esopus,  in  Ulster  County,  there  to  remain  until  the  naviga- 
tion should  open,  to  save  the  enormous  expense  of  land  car- 
riage to  Pennsylvania,  where  the  remainder  of  their  corps 
were  disposed  of.  To  these,  and  to  no  others,  unless  my 
memory  very  much  fails  me,  have  I  given  permits  to  pass 
to  their  corps.  Another  party  is  now  on  their  way  down, 
who  are  under  the  circumstances  above-mentioned,  and  a 
Captain  Dundee,  whom  I  confined  in  Kingston  Jail,  because 
he  refused  to  give  his  parole,  has  my  pass  also  to  go  to  Penn- 
sylvania, after  making  proper  concessions  and  giving  me 
his  parole  in  writing.  Several  prisoners  still  remain  at  JSso- 
pus,  who,  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  ought  to  be  sent 
elsewhere,  as  being  too  near  the  Indians.  Major  Campbell, 
the  Indian  agent,  and  La  Come  St.  Luc,  are  of  the  num- 
ber ;  and  beg  your  Excellency  will  take  some  measures  with 
them. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  most  respectful  sentiments,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

GENERAL    SULLIVAN    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Ticonderoga,  May  27,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  David  Henry,  Commissary  for  St.  Johns, 
has  this  moment  landed,  and  informs  that  the  Eighth  Regi- 
ment, joined  by  a  number  of  Canadians  and  Indians,  at- 
tacked Colonel  Bedel  at  the  Cedars,  and  have  cut  him 
and  his  party  off.  Major  Sherburne,  of  Colonel  Patterson's 
Regiment,  with  a  hundred  men,  went  to  assist  them,  enga- 
ged and  drove  four  hundred  of  the  enemy  some  miles  ;  but 
they  being  joined  by  a  number  of  Canadians  and  Indians, 
making  the  whole  amount  to  about  a  thousand,  renewed  the 
fight,  and  cut  off  Sherburne  and  his  party  to  a  man.  The 
same  party  attacked  the  Caughnawaga  Indians,  defeated 


them,  and  killed  sixty.  The  Caughnawaga  Indians  have  sent 
an  express  to  our  Army  demanding  assistance,  and  threaten- 
ing if  they  had  not  immediate  relief,  to  join  the  enemy.  This 
being  a  true  state  of  facts,  I  beg  you  would  send  Colonel 
Dayton,  with  his  regiment,  on  as  fast  as  possible.  I  beg 
you  to  write  to  General  Washington  for  more  troops,  and 
that  you  would  please  to  order  the  armed  vessels  here  to 
sail  to  the  oilier  end  of  the  lake  immediately,  to  keep  com- 
mand of  the  water.  I  am  this  moment  embarking  at  this 
place.  The  weakness  of  the  teams  and  badness  of  the  wea- 
ther has  prevented  our  getting  the  boats  across  as  soon  as 
we  expected. 

Dear  General,  I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  -,         „ 

John  Sullivan. 

To  the  Honourable  Major-General  Schuyler. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER    TO    COMMISSIONERS    IN    CANADA. 

Fort  George,  May  28,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  just  now  honoured  with  your  favour 
of  the  17th  instant.  1  hope  that  before  this  the  greater 
part  of  the  provisions  I  have  sent  from  hence  is  arrived  in 
Canada,  and  that  you  have  a  sufficiency  for  twenty  or  twen- 
ty-five days,  which  1  hope  to  keep  up;  provided  it  is  sent 
in  sufficient  quantities  from  New-York,  that  I  can  get  troops 
to  convey  it,  and  that  I  am  not  obliged  to  appear  before  a 
Court-Martial,  to  answer  a  charge  of  high-treason  against 
me  by  the  Committee  o{  King's  District,  founded  on  the 
affidavits  of  persons  that  are  not  to  be  named.  I  am  inform- 
ed that  one  of  the  charges  against  me  is,  that  I  am  send- 
ing all  the  provisions  in  this  country  to  Canada,  with  a  view 
that  it  may  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

Although  I  could  find  materials  at  this  place  for  building 
such  a  gondola  as  the  two  I  caused  to  be  constructed  last 
year,  yet  I  cannot  in  less  than  a  fortnight  begin  one  on  Lake 
Champlain,  and  if  finished  ever  so  soon,  it  will  be  too  late 
to  get  down  the  rapids  of  Chambly,  as  the  water  will  be  too 
low.  The  row-galley  we  took  fi-om  the  enemy  last  year 
might  be  converted  into  one,  and  I  shall  immediately  order 
her  to  St.  Johns ;  indeed,  I  had  ordered  her  there  some  time 
ago,  with  the  shot,  shells,  cannon,  &tc.,  but  she  could  not 
go  for  want  of  sails,  a  difficulty  now  obviated. 

•I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  General  Wash- 
ington. I  wish  you  to  hint  to  the  commanding  officers  the 
necessity  of  sending  me  regular  returns. 

Doctor  Franklin  and  Mr.  Carroll  left  Albany  on  Wed- 
nesday last  in  my  chariot,  which  they  are  to  take  down  to 
New-  York. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  most  respectful  and  friendly 
sentiments,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Hon.  Commissioners  of  Congress,  in  Canada. 
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COLONEL  BABCOCK  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Stonington,  May  28,  1776. 

Sir:  I  should  be  extremely  obliged  to  you  if  you  would 
be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  honourable  the  Continental 
Congress  the  following  proposals:  That  I  have  leave  to 
raise  two  battalions  of  marines,  to  consist  of  five  hundred 
men  each,  and  each  battalion  to  consist  of  six  companies, 
with  a  Captain-Lieutenant  to  each  battalion,  four  officers  to 
each  company.  Make  not  the  least  doubt,  provided  I  have 
leave  to  name  the  officers,  that  I  raise  the  men  in  two 
months.  Would  recommend  the  paying  two  months'  pay 
in  advance,  but  that  I  leave  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Con- 
gress. 

I  should  expect  the  rank  of  Brigadier-General,  as  the 
last  war  I  had  the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the  years  '58  and  '59, 
and  one  thousand  in  my  regiment.  In  the  glorious  year 
1759.  General  Amherst,  unsolicited,  wrote  Governour  iiop- 
kins  the  following  paragraph,  viz :  "  Whereas  Colonel 
Babcock  has,  throughout  the  whole  campaign,  continually 
manifested  his  great  zeal  for  the  publick  service,  I  should 
not  do  him  justice  were  I  to  omit  giving  him  this  publick 
testimony  of  it,  and  designing  you  to  return  him  my  particu- 
lar thanks  for  the  same." 

I  heartily  condole  with  you  in  the  loss  of  that  best  of  wo- 
men, Mrs.  Hancock.     I  must  desire,  if  the  great  load  of 
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cares  which  rests  upon  you  will  permit,  that  I  may  have 
the  honour  of  a  line  from  you  next  post.  If  the  Congress 
adopt  the  scheme,  which  I  believe  would  be  of  pubhck 
utility,  will  immediately  wait  upon  them. 

1  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  profoundest  respect, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Henry  Babcock. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


COLONEL    BAYLEY    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Newbury,  May  28,  1776. 

Sir:  The  17th  instant  I  received  your  Excellency's  di- 
rection for  making  a  road  to  St.  Johns.  On  the  18th 
called  together  the  Committees  of  Haverhill  and  Newbury, 
and  consulted  them  what  wages  to  give  the  men ;  it  was 
concluded  tliat  good  men  at  this  season  could  not  be  had 
for  such  labour  for  less  than  ten  dollars  per  month,  and 
that  whoever  engaged  in  that  service  and  were  found  dila- 
tory, to  be  dismissed  and  receive  no  more  pay  than  the  days 
he  laboured.  The  21st,  sent  two  men  to  collect  men  for 
two  or  three  months,  or  until  the  road  should  be  done,  and 
if  they  inclined  to  enter  the  Continental  service  any  longer, 
to  receive  soldier's  pay.  I  directed  to  advance  to  each 
man  twenty  shillings.  Mr.  Wallace  purchased  what  was 
needful  at  Hartford ;  not  yet  arrived,  but  expect  the  stores 
in  two  or  three  days.  On  my  hearing  of  the  retreat  from 
Quebeck,  I  thought  it  might  be  for  the  Continental  service 
to  cut  a  bridle  road  at  first,  that  men  and  cattle  might  pass 
freely.  The  27th,  sent  ten  men  to  do  the  work ;  I  make 
no  doubt  but  they  will  complete  it  and  return  in  twenty  days. 
I  shall  begin  the  wagon  road  next  Monday.  Our  provi- 
sions are  collected,  so  that  we  can  supply  those  that  maybe 
sent  this  way,  either  with  droves  or  otherwise.  Any  di- 
rections or  orders  to  me  may  be  sent  by  the  bearer.  Colonel 
Mash,  or  a  gentleman  he  will  direct  to. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Jacob  Bayley. 
To  General  Washington. 


NEWBURYPORT    committee    to    TRISTRAM    DALTON. 

Newburyport,  May,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection,  and 
Safety,  for  the  town  of  Newburyport,  would  beg  leave  to 
inform  the  honourable  General  Court  by  you,  that  the  bearer 
of  this  letter,  one  Mr.  Dalton,  was  sent  up  to  this  town  by 
the  Committee,  &c.,  of  Falmouth,  with  a  desire  that  he 
might  be  sent  down  to  the  honourable  Court.  They  inform 
us  that  he  was  a  Midshipman  on  board  of  the  Milford ;  was 
taken  in  a  sloop  that  he  was  on  board  of,  bound  up  to  Bos- 
ton, by  one  Captain  Drinkwater,  and  carried  into  Falmouth. 
He  will  come  down  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Davis. 

We  are,  with  respect,  your  most  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee:         ».  tt 

•'  Michael  Hodge. 

To  Tristram  Dalton,  Esq.,  or  any  of  the  Representatives  for 
the  Town  of  Newburyport. 

"In  Council,  June  1,  1776. — Read,  and  ordered  that 
the  above-named  Philip  Dalton  be  sent  to  Concord  JaW  ;  and 
that  the  keeper  of  said  Jail  be  directed  to  grant  said  Dalton 
the  liberty  of  the  Jail  yard,  on  his  giving  his  parole  in  writing 
that  he  will  not  pass  without  the  limits  of  the  same  till  the 
further  orders  of  the  Council,  or  to  be  otherwise  discharged 
by  due  course  of  law. 

"  Perez  Morton,  Deputy  Secretary." 


"  To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay: 

"The  petition  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Wclljleet  humbly  showcth.  That  your  Peti- 
tioners are  situate  on  the  most  barren  soil  of  any  part  of 
the  Province ;  the  whole  lands  that  can  be  tilled  will  not 
afford  corn  for  more  than  one  quarter  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants; and  the  harbour,  which  is  convenient  for  small 
vessels,  is  the  only  advantage  they  have  had,  in  carrying 
on  the  whale  fishery,  in  which  they  have  employed  about 
two  thousand  tons  of  shipping ;  and  nine-lenths  of  the 
inhabitants  got  their  w  hole  subsistence  thereby ;  that  the 
other  tenth  part  of  the  inhabitants  got  their  livelihood  by 
the  oyster  fishery ;  that  ever  since  the  1st  of  June,  A.  D. 
1775,  they  have  not  been  able  to  send  out  one  vessel  on 
the  whaling  business,  there  being  constantly  men-of-war  and 
cruisers  in  Cape-Cod  Harbour ;  and  most  of  their  vessels  are 
now  hauled  up  and  perishing ;  the  few  that  have  attempt- 
ed to  go  out  on  mercantile  business,  or  to  fetch  provisions, 
have  most  of  thcni  been  taken,  so  that  your  Petitioners 
have  suffered  the  total  loss  of  the  greatest  part  of  their 
employment.  Their  property,  mostly  consisting  of  vessels 
and  whale  craft,  which  is  very  costly,  is  perishing,  and  they 
themselves  in  fear  of  being  put  to  the  necessity  of  living 
without  bread  corn  ;  and  they  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  no 
town  in  this  Colony  hath,  in  proportion,  suffered  so  much 
in  their  business  and  employment  since  the  commencement 
of  hostilities  by  the  Ministerial  troops  as  your  Petitioners 
have,  except  only  the  towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestown. 
They  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  as  the  principal  means 
whereby  they  were  enabled  to  pay  their  taxes  is  now  quite 
destroyed,  that  you  will  take  the  same  into  your  wise  con- 
sideration, and  order  that  they  be  eased  of  at  least  a  part 
or  whole  of  their  Colony  tax,  or  otherwise  grant  them  relief 
as  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  see  meet ;  and  your  Petitioners, 
as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

John  Grenough,  '^ 

Samuel  Smith,     >  Committee. 

WiNSLOW  Lewis,  j 

A  true  copy  from  the  Record. 

Attest:  Hezekiah  Doane,  Town-Clerk. 

Wellfleet,  May  30,  1776. 


petition    of   inhabitants    of  wellfleet  to    MASSACHU- 
SETTS   COUNCIL. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Wellfleet,  legally  warned  and  held  on  Tuesday, 
the  28th  of  May,  A.  D.  1776 : 

Voted,  That  Messrs.  John  Greenough,  Samiiel  Smith, 
and  Winslow  Lewis,  be  a  Committee  to  draft  a  Petition  to 
the  Great  and  General  Court,  praying  for  an  easement  of 
their  Province  Tax ;  and  report  at  the  adjournment  of  this 
meeting  on  Thursday,  the  30th  instant. 

The  inhabitants  being  met  according  to  adjournment,  the 
Report  of  said  Committee  was  read  and  voted,  and  was  as 
follows : 


EXTRACT  or  A  LETTER  FROM  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  ARM- 
STRONG TO  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  HOWE,  DATED  CHARLES- 
TOWN,  May  29,  1776. 

Last  Saturday  a  sloop  arrived  here  from  St.  Eustatia 
with  ten  thousand  pounds  of  powder,  the  master  of  which 
says  that  a  large  vessel  had  arrived  there  from  Holland, 
deeply  laden  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  that  some 
Philadelphia  vessels  were  loading  out  of  her.  He  also  says 
that  the  French  ports  in  the  M'est-Indies  are  open  to  us, 
and  that  the  French  men-of-war  have  orders  to  protect  our 
vessels  in  and  out  of  their  harbours ;  that  the  French  are 
fortifying  Dunkirk,  which  produced  a  remonstrance  from 
the  British  Court,  but  without  effect. 


CAPTAIN    NICHOLSON    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Ship  Defence,  off  Point  Lookout,  ? 
May  29,  1776.      J 

Gentlemen:  Your  order  of  the  25th  instant  came  to 
hand  yesterday  noon,  three  o'clock.  I  was  then  off  Wicomico. 
About  an  hour  after,  we  imagine,  the  Governour's  boat 
passed  us  ;  the  Commodore  still  continued  at  anchor,  but,  as 
the  weather  was  thick,  imagine  the  boat  passed  her  Commo- 
dore. The  other  two  ships  that  were  under  way  stood  into 
the  mouth  of  Rappahannock,  and  suppose  anchored,  as  we 
stood  off  and  on  all  the  ebb,  and  did  not  see  them  come 
out  again.  It  blew  very  fresh,  and  imagined  they  would 
weigh  again  on  the  flood  to  chase  me,  which  would  have 
given  them  a  great  advantage,  therefore  would  have  gone 
into  Wicomico,  but  the  Governour's  boat  passing  me  at 
anchor, off  the  mouth,  made  me  conclude  to  beat  all  night  at 
a  risk,  since  which  have  not  seen  them.  I  shall  make  the 
best  of  my  way  up,  and  expect  we  shall  have  a  southerly 
wind ;  in  which  case  should  the  enemy  be  standing  up  the 
bay,  it  is  necessary  I  should  have  your  orders  as  early  as 
possible,  where  you  would  ha\e  the  ships  go  to.     We  did 
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not  discover  any  more  vessels  than  tliree  sliips  and  a  smaller 
vessel,  which  we  supposed  was  a  tender. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  Nicholson. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


COLONEL    J.    BEALL    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

May  29,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  delivered  twenty-four  barrels  of 
powder  to  Lieutenant  i'orrf.  I  was  last  Saturday  at  George- 
town ;  Yost  then  told  me  he  expected  to  have  the  arms  lor 
Fort-Tobacco  ready  by  the  last  of  this  week  ;  but  have  just 
now  received  a  line  from  hiin  informing  me  that  the  man 
who  supplies  him  with  bayonets  and  barrels  has  been  sick, 
and  that  he  cannot  furnish  him  with  those  articles  till  the 
16tli  of  next  month.  1  have  employed  two  wagons  to  carry 
the  powder,  at  three  dollars  a  day  ;  when  they  return  I  shall 
settle  with  them,  and  give  orders  for  their  pay.  As  soon  as 
those  arms  can  be  had  I  shall  employ  a  wagon  to  carry  them 
to  Port-Tobacco. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Beall. 
To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


CAPTAIN  R.  BEALL  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Drum  Point,  May  29,  1776. 

Sir:  I  will  solicit  your  notice.  I  am  loath  to  complain, 
as  it  is  highly  necessary,  when  I  have  the  greatest  right.  I 
looked  upon  it  when  1  came  to  Drum  Point  everything 
must  be  provided  for  one  part  of  my  company.  Can  it  be 
possible  the  Committee  could  make  such  a  report  ?  It  is  a 
fact,  there  is  not  house-room  for  twenty  men.  Can  it  be  ex- 
pected the  men  can  encamp  out  among  the  pines  without 
blankets  or  tents  ?  Upon  the  whole,  I  must  say  this  com- 
pany, which  I  have  the  honour  to  command,  has  been  greatly 
neglected,  makes  me  particularly  anxious.  The  arms  that 
were  sent  to  Drum  Point  are  vile  trash  ;  whoever  made  them 
imposed  much,  and  is  culpable  ;  the  locks  are  quite  useless; 
must  say  there  is  not  eight  out  of  twenty-nine  can  make 
any  use  of,  as  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  repair  or  make  these 
arms  fit  for  use.  I  look  upon  it  these  arms  have  been  culled 
and  picked.  Such  vile  work  never  could  have  been  inspected. 
As  this  is  the  most  advantageous  post,  hope  the  honourable 
Council  will  let  me  have  twenty  rifles  for  the  station.  Have 
not  heard  anything  respecting  our  arms  and  ammunition,  so 
that  we  stand  here  exposed,  and  remain  in  a  most  defence- 
less state.  There  was  no  thread  came  with  the  osnabrigs; 
cannot  get  any  to  make  the  hunting-shirts. 

Dear  sir,  your  most  affectionate  servant, 

Rez.  Beall. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


GENERAL  McDONALD  S  REPORT  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  AND 
MEMBERS  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS,  AT  PHILA- 
DELPHIA,   MAY    29,    1776. 

That  he  was,  by  a  party  of  horsemen,  upon  the  28th  day 
of  February  last,  taken  prisoner  from  sick  quarters,  eight 
miles  from  Widow  Moor's  Creek,  where  he  lay  dangerously 
ill,  and  carried  to  Colonel  Caswell's  camp,  where  General 
Moore  then  commanded,  to  whom  he  delivered  his  sword 
as  prisoner  of  war,  which  General  Moore  was  pleased  to 
deliver  back  in  a  genteel  manner  before  all  his  officers  then 
present,  according  to  the  rules  and  customs  of  war  practised 
in  all  nations ;  assuring  him  at  the  same  time  that  he  would 
be  well  treated,  and  his  baggage  and  property  delivered  to 
him,  SiC.  Having  taken  leave  of  General  Moore  and  Colo- 
nel Caswell,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bryant  took  him  under  his 
care ;  and  after  rumaging  his  baggage  for  papers,  Stc,  con- 
ducted him  to  Newbern,  from  thence  with  liis  baggage  to 
Halifax,  where  the  Committee  of  Safety  there  thought  pro- 
per to  commit  him  to  the  common  jail ;  his  horses,  saddles, 
and  pistols,  &,c.,  taken  from  him,  and  never  having  commit- 
ted any  act  of  violence  against  the  person  or  property  of  any 
man  ;  that  he  remained  in  this  jail  near  a  month,  until  Ge- 
neral Howe  arrived  there,  who  did  him  the  honour  to  call 
upon  him  in  jail ;  and  he  has  reason  to  think  that  General 
Howe  thought  this  treatment  erroneous  and  without  a  pre- 
cedent; that  upon  this  representation  to  the  Convention, 


General  McDonald  was,  by  order  of  the  Convention,  per- 
mitted, upon  parole,  to  the  limits  of  the  town  oC  Halifax, 
until  the  25th  of  April  last,  when  he  was  appointed  to  march, 
with  the  other  gentlemen  prisoners,  escorted  from  the  jail 
there  to  this  place.  General  McDonald  would  wish  to 
know  what  crime  he  has  since  been  guilty  of,  deserving  his 
being  reconmiitted  to  the  jail  of  Philadelphia,  without  his 
bedding  or  baggage,  and  his  sword  and  his  servant  detained 
from  him. 

The  other  gentlemen  prisoners  are  in  great  want  for  their 
blankets  and  other  necessaries.        Donald  McDonald 


NORTHAMPTON    (PENNSYLVANIA)    ASSOCIATORS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Associators  of  the  Fourth  Battalion 
in  Northampton  County,  held  at  the  house  of  Major  Benja- 
min Van  Campen,  the  29th  day  oi  May,  1776: 

Colonel  Jacob  Stroud  informed  tlie  said  Associators  the 
occasion  of  the  meeting,  &.C. 

Whereupon  Nicholas  Diipui,  Esq.,  was  appointed  to  and 
seated  in  the  chair,  and  was  moved  that  the  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  15th  instant,  be  read  ;  whereupon  it  was  read, 
Stc.  The  people,  in  testimony  of  their  warmest  approbation, 
gave  three  cheers,  &.c. 

Moved,  That  the  Instructions  given  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly to  their  Delegates  in  Congress,  be  read ;  and  the  same 
were  read  accordingly,  he. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  this  meeting  that  the  said  Instructions  have  a  dan- 
gerous tendency  to  withdraw  this  Province  from  the  happy 
union  with  the  other  Colonies,  which  we  consider  both  as 
our  glory  and  protection. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  present 
House  of  Assembly  was  not  elected  for  the  purpose  of  form- 
ing a  new  Government. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  present 
House  of  Assembly,  not  having  the  authority  of  the  people 
for  that  purpose,  cannot  proceed  thereon  without  assuming 
arbitrary  power. 

It  being  moved,  and  the  question  put.  Whether  the  pre- 
sent Government  is  competent  to  the  exigencies  of  our  af- 
fairs ;  the  same  was  carried  in  the  negative  unanimously. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  a  Provincial  Convention 
ought  to  be  chosen  by  the  people  for  the  express  purpose 
of  carrying  the  said  Resolve  of  Congress  into  execution. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Chairman  be  directed 
to  sign  these  Resolves  on  behalf  of  this  present  Assembly. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  we  will  support  the  mea- 
sures now  adopted  at  all  hazards,  be  the  consequences  what 
they  may. 

The  meeting  was  conducted  with  the  utmost  decorum  and 


harmony. 


Nicholas  Dupui,  Chairman. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Province  of 
New-York,  in  Provincial  Congress  convened. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  General  Committee  of  Mecha- 
nicks  in  union,  of  the  City  and  County  o/ New- York,  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  their  constituents  : 

Gentlemen:  We,  as  a  part  of  your  constituents,  and 
devoted  friends  to  our  bleeding  country,  beg  leave,  in  a  du- 
tiful manner,  at  this  time  to  approach  unto  you,  our  Repre- 
sentatives, and  request  your  kind  attention  to  this  our  humble 
address. 

When  we  cast  a  glance  upon  our  beloved  continent,  where 
fair  freedom,  civil  and  religious,  we  have  long  enjoyed,  whose 
fruitful  fields  have  made  the  world  glad,  and  whose  trade 
has  filled  with  plenty  of  all  things,  sorrow  fills  our  hearts  to 
behold  her  now  struggling  under  the  heavy  load  of  oppres- 
sion, tyranny,  and  death.  But  when  we  extend  our  sight  a 
httle  farther,  and  view  the  iron  hand  that  is  lifted  up  against 
us,  behold  it  is  our  King  ;  he  who,  by  his  oath  and  station,  is 
bound  to  support  and  defend  us  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of 
all  our  glorious  rights  as  freemen,  and  whose  dominions  have 
been  supported  and  made  rich  by  our  commerce.  Shall  we 
any  longer  sit  silent,  and  contentedly  continue  the  subjects 
of  such  a  Prince,  who  is  deaf  to  our  petitions  for  interposing 
liis  Royal  authority  in  our  behalf,  and  for  redressing  our 
grievances,  but,  on  the  contrary,  seems  to  take  pleasure  in 
our  destruction  ?  When  we  see  that  one  whole  year  is  not 
enough  to  satisfy  the  rage  of  a  cruel  Minbtry,  m  burning  our 
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towns,  seizing  our  vessels,  and  murdering  our  precious  sons 
of  liberty;  making  weeping  widows  for  tlie  loss  of  those  wlio 
were  dearer  to  them  than  life,  and  helpless  orphans  to  be- 
moan the  death  of  an  affectionate  fiither;  but  who  are  still 
carrying  on  the  same  bloody  pui-suit ;  and  for  no  other  reason 
than  this,  that  we  will  not  become  their  slaves,  and  be  taxed 
by  them  without  our  consent, — therefore,  as  we  would  ra- 
ther choose  to  separate  from,  than  to  continue  any  longer 
in  connection  with  such  oppressors.  We,  the  Committee  of 
Mechanicks  in  union,  do,  for  ourselves  and  our  constituents, 
hereby  publickly  declare  that,  should  you,  gentlemen  of  our 
honourable  Provincial  Congress,  think  proper  to  instruct  our 
most  honourable  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress  to  use 
their  utmost  endeavours  in  that  august  assembly  to  cause 
these  United  Colonies  to  become  independent  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, it  would  give  us  the  highest  satisfaction  ;  and  we  hereby 
sincerely  promise  to  endeavour  to  support  the  same  with  our 
lives  and  fortunes. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

Lewis  Thibou,  Chairman. 

Mechanick-Hall,  New-York,  May  29,  1776. 


ANSWER    OF    THE    PROVINCIAL    CONGRESS. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  June  4,  1776. 

Sir:  We  consider  the  mechanicks  in  union,  as  a  volun- 
tary association  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city, 
who  are  warmly  attached  to  the  cause  of  liberty.  We  flat- 
ter ourselves,  however,  that  neither  that  association,  nor  their 
Committee,  claim  any  authority  whatsoever  in  the  publick 
transactions  of  the  present  times ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
they  will  ever  be  ready  to  submit  to  that  constitutional  au- 
thority which,  by  a  free  election,  has  been  vested  in  Con- 
gress and  Committees.  This  Congress  is  at  all  times  ready 
and  willing  to  attend  to  every  request  of  their  constituents, 
or  of  any  part  of  them.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  alone  have  that  enlarged  view  of  our  political 
circumstances,  which  will  enable  them  to  decide  upon  those 
measures  which  are  necessary  for  the  general  welfare.  We 
therefore  cannot  presume  to  instruct  the  Delegates  of  this 
Colony  on  the  momentous  question  to  which  your  address 
refers,  until  we  are  informed  that  it  is  brought  before  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  the  sense  of  this  Colony  be  re- 
quired through  this  Congress. 

■'  '  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 

To  Mr.  Lewis  Thibou. 


Petition  of  Thomas  Loosley  and  Thomas  Elms,  Paper- 
makers. 
To  the  Honourable  Congress  of  the  Province  of  New- 
York. 

Gentlemen  :  Whereas,  by  the  rules  and  orders  lately 
published  by  your  honourable  House  for  regulating  the  Mili- 
tia of  this  Colony,  which  rules  and  orders,  from  our  parti- 
cular circumstances,  being  unable  to  comply  with,  we  have 
been  subjected  to  several  fines,  which  we  have  paid  for  non- 
attendance  on  the  days  appointed  for  publick  exercise,  and 
are,  according  to  the  said  rules  and  orders,  still  liable  to  the 
penalty  of  being  advertised  and  held  up  as  enemies  to  the 
country,  though  we  have  ever  been  hearty  friends  to  it,  and 
are  constantly  labouring  to  the  utmost  of  our  abilities,  in  our 
profession,  to  promote  its  interests,  as  well  as  our  own,  by 
carrying  on,  and  perfecting,  a  most  useful  manufactory  to 
supply  the  country  with  an  important  and  absolutely  neces- 
sary article,  for  which  great  sums  used  annually  to  be  sent 
abroad ;  and  as  in  these  times  of  general  difficulty  this  honour- 
able House  has  shown  a  particular  attention  to  the  encour- 
agement of  useful  arts  and  manufactures,  among  which  pa- 
per making  is  a  very  considerable  one, — we  humbly  hope 
your  Honours  will  take  our  case  into  consideration,  and  not 
only  grant  us  an  exemption  from  the  impending  penalty  be- 
fore-mentioned, but  relieve  us  from  the  severity  of  the  fines 
to  which  we  at  present  stand  liable;  though  we  do  not 
desire  to  be  wholly  excused  from  contributing  to  the  pub- 
lick expense,  in  the  necessary  defence  of  the  country, 
against  the  invaders  of  our  common  rights  and  liberty. 

We  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent,  that  we  were  regu- 
larly bred  in  England  to  the  business  of  paper  making, 
which  we  understand  in  all  its  branches,  and  have  carried 
to  higher  degrees  of  perfection  than  ever  it  arrived  before 


in  America,  where  we  have  been  the  means  of  increasing 
the  number  of  paper  mills,  improving  their  construction,  and 
moderating  the  price  of  paper.  But  the  work  being  carried 
on  at  great  expense,  (no  less  than  twenty  shillings  per  day  for 
rent,  and  a  number  of  hands,  who  require  our  constant  over- 
sight and  direction,)  we  could  not  attend  the  forememioned 
military  exercises  but  at  an  excessive  disadvantage  and  ex- 
pense ;  which  would  certainly  either  min  the  business,  or 
oblige  us  to  discontinue  it;  for  the  rent  would  still  goon, 
and  the  water  run  to  waste ;  the  workmen  left  to  them- 
selves, might  neglect  or  spoil  the  work  ;  disorder  and  habits 
of  idleness  take  place,  and  efTectually  put  an  end  to  that 
attention,  care,  industry,  and  frugality,  that  are  absolutely 
necessary  to  give  success  to  this  business.  Nor  could  it 
have  been  in  our  power  to  supply  you,  gentlemen,  with  the 
paper  for  the  Provincial  money,  nor  the  printers,  with 
whom  we  have  contracted,  with  the  quantities  necessary  for 
their  weekly  publications,  which  will  not  admit  of  disap- 
pointment. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons,  gentlemen,  we  hope  you  will 
grant  our  request,  especially  in  an  exemption  from  military 
service,  for  which  we  are  no  way  qualified,  nor  provided 
with  arms.  But  though  we  cannot  be  serviceable  in  a  mili- 
tary capacity,  we  hope  in  the  business  of  our  profession  we 
may  prove  ourselves  useful  members  of  society,  and  that 
therefore  a  service  will  not  be  insisted  on  that  would  oblige 
us  to  drop  our  business  and  quit  the  place. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Charles  Looslev. 

Thomas  Elms. 
New- York,  May  29,  1776. 


lieutenant    holiday   to    general    GREENE. 

Far  Rockaway.May  29,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  send  you  three  prisoners,  whose  testimony,  and 
the  circumstances  against  them,  give  me  the  strongest  rea- 
son to  believe  they  came  for  a  supply  of  provisions,  or  some 
other  necessaries  for  the  enemy. 

Last  Sunday,  we  saw  them  come  with  a  sloop  from  the 
west  and  go  toward  the  east  end  of  the  Island.  I  sent  a  Ser- 
geant and  twelve  men  after  them,  to  take  them  if  they  came 
in  any  of  the  inlets.  About  fourteen  miles  to  the  eastward 
they  came  iu  sight  of  the  sloop,  where  she  was  anchored, 
and  they  got  boats  and  went  in  to  where  the  boat  lay,  and 
took  these  prisoners  and  seven  firelocks,  which  the  prisoners 
say  belong  to  men  that  left  them  Sunday  evening,  which  I 
suppose  to  be  after  loading  for  the  sloop. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

John  Holiday,  Lieutenant. 

To  General  Greene,  Brooklyn. 

The  Examination  of  three  Prisoners,  taken  near  against 
Silas  Carman's,  at  Oyster-Bay,  south,  and  their  Sloop. 
(Seven  men  they  set  ashore  the  night  before,  and  which 
they  give  but  little  account  of.) 

1.  Nathan  Gyer,  inhabitant  aX  Blue-Point,  upon  his  ex- 
amination says  :  He  set  off  with  his  sloop  and  carried  with 
him  about  twelve  bushels  of  clams,  about  a  week  ago,  and 
went  to  the  Jerseys,  and  passed  the  man-of-war  in  the  night 
without  being  stopped  ;  he  made  a  harbour,  came  to  an  an- 
chor, sold  his  clams  to  the  Jersey  people,  as  he  supposed, 
and  took  in  seven  passengers,  as  they  came  aboard  of  him 
at  different  times,  some  in  the  day  and  some  in  the  night,  in 
small  crafts  ;  they  paid  him  their  passage  when  he  set  them 
ashore  in  Oyster-Bay,  south,  at  Fort-Neck  Point ;  they  left 
five  guns  with  him  ;  but  the  persons'  names  he  don't  remem- 
ber, except  two,  one  was  Umpstad,  the  other  Plait,  both 
from  New-England — Umpstad,  a  tailor  by  trade,  from  Litch- 
field. The  said  Gyer  says  his  design  was,  when  he  set  out 
from  Blue-Point,  to  go  round  to  New-England  to  collect 
some  debts ;  but  when  he  came  to  Jersey,  he  understood 
that  at  New-York  they  took  all  the  boats  that  passed,  and 
for  that  reason  he  returned  back  to  go  home,  and  took  in 
these  seven  passengers. 

2.  Lazareth  (fyer  (son  to  the  first)  says :  Twenty  or  thirty 
bushels  of  clams,  and  tiiat  the  man-of-war  barge  hailed  them 
and  brought  them  to ;  took  about  a  peck  of  their  clams.  The 
passengers,  which  they  took  aboard  and  set  ashore,  came 
aboard  all  together  in  one  boat  in  the  daytime ;  he  knew  none 
of  them  except  one  they  called  Patcher,  a  tailor  by  trade ;  but 
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he  supposed  some  of  the  seven  passengers,  part  of  them  be- 
long to  New-England,  anfl  part  upon  Long-Island ;  he  after 
said,  in  passing  the  man-of-war  the  Phenix,  hailed  them  and 
brought  them  to. 

3.  Benjamin  Scribner,  tliree  montlis  ago  from  New-Eng- 
land, Norwalk,  saith :  Thirty  busliels  of  clams  passed  the 
man-of-war  clear,  went  to  the  Jerseys,  into  a  harbour  up  to 
a  landing  alongside  of  a  dock,  where  they  sold  their  clams 
to  the  Jersey  people ;  and  these  passengers  came  to  them 
by  land  to  the  dock  and  slept  aboard.  He  further  says,  he 
agreed  with  the  first,  Nathan  Gyer,  at  Blue-Point,  and  was 
to  give  him  eight  shillings  for  liis  passage,  to  carry  him  to 
Egg-Harbour.  Further  says,  they  lay  a  week  fast  to  the 
dock  at  the  Jirseys ;  that  none  of  them  can  remember  what 
part  of  the  Jerseys  they  went  to. 

Examined  before  us:  j^^^^^  Ketcham, 

One  of  the  Committee  for  the  Toionship  of  Huntington. 

Benjamin  Birdsall, 
One  of  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Queens. 

May  24,  1776. 

On  26th  of  May,  1776,  sitting  with  a  prospect  glass  and 
looking  out  of  a  chamber-window,  1  saw  a  small  sail  moving 
eastward,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  without  the  beach ; 
immediately  after,  1  perceived  she  came  about  and  ran  wes- 
terly, at  which  time  1  saw  another  sail  that  appeared  to  be 
a  greater  distance,  and  directly  came  about  and  passed  each 
other  two  or  three  times ;  and  then  the  fii-st  sail  discovered 
stood  to  the  eastward  and  came  into  the  inlet  opposite  to 
Fort-Neck,  and  came  directly  up  the  bay  within  about  half 
a  mile  of  the  said  neck,  and  there  grounded  on  a  sand  bar ; 
as  soon  as  sails  were  down,  I  discovered  seven  men  that  I 
could  count  by  looking  through  the  glass ;  being  dissatisfied 
with  seeing  more  men  than  common  in  so  small  a  sloop, 
though  large  to  come  into  our  bay,  I  set  out  about  sunset 
with  a  boy  to  row  me  aboard  and  see  who  they  were  and 
what  their  business  was ;  when  I  came  near  I  hailed  her, 
and  after  asking  my  business  several  times  without  my  giving 
a  direct  answer,  I  went  aboard ;  they  appeared  much  sur- 
prised when  seeing  but  three  men  on  board ;  I  asked  where 
the  other  men  were ;  they  told  me  they  were  gone  ashore 
for  lodging,  but  they  knew  not  to  what  landing ;  that  they 
came  from  Elizabethtown,  and  wanted  to  get  a  load  of  clams ; 
that  they  saw  no  sail  without  the  beach ;  and  that  they  made 
no  turns  nor  tacks,  until  they  came  into  the  inlet ;  and  that 
they  were  not  obliged  to  go  within  sight  of  the  men-of-war 
to  come  from  Elizabethtown  here ;  and  tiiat  they  intended 
to  go  the  next  morning  themselves  on  shore  to  hire  men  to 

get  clams  for  them.  z^  , 

°  (jiLBERT  Jones, 

One  of  the  Committee  for  the  Township  of  Oyster-Bay. 


KENNtT.I    MACCLOUD   TO    COMMODORE    HOPKINS. 

Providence,  May  39,  1776. 

Sir:  Please  to  let  me  know  whether  you  station  me 

ashore  in  the  fort,  or  on  board  the  ship ;  if  on  board  the 

ship,  I  would  take  the  office  of  Quartermaster,  if  you  please. 

But  I  am  content  either  way;  for  I  am  determined  to  stay 

by  you  so  long  as  I  receive  the  same  good  treatment  as  I 

always  have  from  you.     But  Captain  Saltonstnll  I  will  not 

sail  with ;  but  with  you,  1  can  sail  so  long  as  I  live.     This 

from  your  humble  servant,  ir  m     «~i 

•'  '  Kenneth  MacCloud. 

To  Esek  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the -Ame- 
rican Fleet. 


CAPTAIN  HAMMOND  TO  GOVERNOUR  EDEN. 

Roebuck,  at  Gwin's  Island,  May  30,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  in- 
stant by  Mr.  Smith,  who  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  am 
sorry  (though  not  surprised)  to  learn  that  you  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  leave  Annapolis.  The  Province  of  Maryland  has 
hitherto  been  looked  upon  as  having  acted  with  a  degree 
of  moderation  in  the  present  unnatural  rebellion  subsisting  in 
the  Colonies,  and  I  had  some  expectation,  from  your  con- 
tinuing in  your  Government,  that  you  might  have  been  able 
to  convince  the  people  of  the  impossibility  of  their  succeed- 
ing in  the  plan  that  America  is  now  pursuing ;  which  is  the 
only  motive,  I  fear,  that  will  have  any  weight  in  bringing 
them  back  to  their  allegiance ;  but  as  you  have  certainly 


now  given  this  a  very  fair  trial,  and  it  is  become  apparent 
that  the  matter  can  only  be  settled  by  force  of  arms,  1  con- 
fess that  1  think  your  remaining  longer  among  tiiein  would 
only  be  exposing  youi-self  to  insults,  and  would  answer  no 
good  purpose  to  his  Majesty's  service.  I  shall,  therefore, 
very  soon  send  one  of  the  King's  ships  to  receive  you  on 
board,  until  a  passage  can  be  provided  for  you  to  England, 
which  I  believe  will  happen  very  shortly.  I  shall  also  not 
fail  to  give  orders  to  the  ship,  that  she  shall  commit  no 
hostilities  at  Annapolis  whilst  on  that  service.  But  as  no 
officer  in  his  Majesty's  service  can  be  supposed  to  suffer 
patiently  the  smallest  insult  to  be  offered  to  the  British 
colours,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  inform  the  persons  that 
assume  the  government  of  the  people,  that  if  the  peace  is 
not  as  strictly  observed  on  the  part  of  the  Provincials,  both 
with  regard  to  the  boats  as  well  as  the  ship,  during  the  time 
it  may  be  necessary  for  her  stay  on  the  coasts  of  Maryland, 
that  any  orders  which  I  may  think  proper  to  issue  for  the 
purpose  will  not  restrain  the  Captain  of  the  ship  from  acting 
as  he  shall  think  proper  and  necessary  upon  the  occasion. 

Had  1  not  received  your  letter,  you  would  certainly  have 
heard  from  me  in  a  few  days,  to  have  acquainted  you  that  his 
Excellency  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  and  myself,  with  the  joint 
forces  under  our  command,  \eh  Norfolk  on  the  23d  instant, 
and  put  into  this  harbour  on  the  28th,  in  order  to  complete 
our  wood  and  water,  where  we  at  present  remain. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  »    c<    rr 

A.  b.  Hammond. 

To  Robert  Eden,  Enquire,  Governour  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL     OF     SAFETY   TO    WORCESTER    COUNTT 
COMMITTEE. 

[No.  1.]  Annapolis,  May  30,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  John  Galloway,  is, 
with  some  other  gentlemen  in  partnership,  about  setting  up 
and  carrying  on  a  salt  work,  under  the  encouragement  of 
the  last  Convention.  He  is  in  a  great  measure  unacquainted 
in  your  County,  and  as  the  work  will  be  of  the  greatest 
publick  utility,  we  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  him  to 
your  notice  and  countenance,  and  shall  be  much  obliged  to 
you  for  any  assistance  you  may  give  him,  or  any  favours  you 
will  be  pleased  to  confer  upon  him.     We  are.  Sic. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Worcester  County. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY  TO    CAPTAIN    NICHOLSON. 
[No.  2.]  Annapolis,  May  30,  1776. 

Sir;  You  will  please  to  proceed  to  Baltimore,  and  wait 
our  further  orders.  We  send  this  by  Mr.  Middleton,  whose 
boat  you  may  keep  with  the  ship  until  you  come  off  Anna- 
polis, presuming  you  will  not  want  her  further ;  if,  however, 
it  should  not  be  necessary  for  her  to  attend  you,  you  will 
order  her  down  the  Bay,  to  gain  what  intelligence  she  can 
of  the  ships  you  left  below.  We  are,  &;c. 
To  Captain  James  Nicholson. 


SECRET    COMMITTEE    OF    CONGRESS    TO    CAPTAIN    HODGE. 

Philadelphia,  May  30,  1776. 

Sir  :  As  you  are  now  bound  on  a  voyage  to  Europe,  with 
a  view  of  procuring  sundry  articles  that  are  wanted  here, 
and  have  expectations  that  your  friend  Jean  Wanderwoordt 
will  supply  such  as  we  may  desire,  provided  he  is  assured 
of  being  duly  paid  the  cost,  with  interest  for  the  time  he  re- 
mains in  advance,  we,  the  subscribers,  being  a  quorum  of  the 
Secret  Committee  appointed  by  the  honourable  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  and  authorized  to  procure  from  foreign  countries 
supplies  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  articles  on  the  best 
terms  we  can,  being  sensible  of  your  deserving  character, 
and  knowing  that  your  attachment  to  the  liberties  of  your 
native  country  entitles  you  to  our  confidence,  have  concluded 
to  authorize  and  empower  you  to  contract  with  any  pei'son 
or  persons  in  Europe,  for  ten  thousand  stand  of  good  sol- 
diers' muskets,  well  fitted  with  good  double  bridle  gun-locks, 
and  good  bayonets ;  ten  thousand  good  double  bridled  gun- 
locks  ;  two  hundred  thousand  gun-flints ;  one  thousand  bar- 
rels of  the  best  pistol  powder ;  one  thousand  barrels  of  the 
best  cannon  powder;  and  for  two  fast  sailing  well  armed 
cutters,  such  as  you  may  think  best  calculated  for  a  good  and 


619 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  MAY,  1776. 


620 


safe  passage  to  this  country,  and  for  making  good  cruisers 
on  this  coast  afterwanis.  You  are  to  make  your  contracts 
in  writing;  stipulate  the  prices,  not  to  exceed  the  current 
rates  for'cacli  article,  and  make  it  your  business  to  be  well 
informed  on  this  point.  We  are  sensible  that  it  is  difficult 
to  extract  arms  and  anununition  fi-oni  many  parts  of  Europe, 
and  that  penalties  are  inflicted  on  such  as  are  detected  in 
doinf  it ;  consequently  a  premium  beyond  the  first  cost  and 
common  commissions  must  be  allowed  to  those  that  under- 
take it:  and,  in  this  respect,  we  are  rather  at  a  loss  how  to 
limit  you,  being  willing  to  allow  what  might  be  reasonable 
compensation,  but  unwilling  to  submit  to  extortion.  How- 
ever, as  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  judge  of  this  point  with 
precision,  we  exhort  you  to  make  the  best  bargain  you  can 
for  the  continent,  and  we  conclude  to  allow  you  a  conmiis- 
sion  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  invoice 
of  the  goods,  and  on  the  cost  and  outfit  of  the  cutters  ;  but 
you  will  observe  this  commission  is  the  whole  of  what  we 
are  to  pay  you,  being  the  only  compensation  you  are  to 
expect  for  transacting  this  business,  and  expect  and  hope  it 
will  afford  you  a  very  handsome  reward  for  your  services. 

Our  design  is,  to  pay  for  those  goods  and  cutters  by  re- 
mitting to  the  consignation  of  those  that  supply  them  cargoes 
of  this  country's  produce,  such  as  tobacco,  rice,  indigo, 
skins,  furs,  flour,  lumber,  iron,  &.c. ;  and  we  hereby  pledge 
the  thirteen  United  Colonies  for  the  punctual  discharge  of 
the  debt  or  debts  you  may  contract,  in  virtue  of  and  in  con- 
formity with  these  orders.  We  agree  to  allow  such  rate  of 
interest  as  you  may  agree  for,  not  exceeding  five  per  cent. 
on  the  amount  of  the  debt  or  debts,  from  the  time  the  goods 
are  shipped  until  payment  is  made,  and  this  interest  to  cease 
on  such  partial  payments  as  may  be  made  from  time  to  time. 
In  confirmation  of  these  orders,  we  deliver  you  herewith  a 
letter  to  your  friend,  Mr.  Jean  Wanderwoordt,  attended 
with  a  certificate  of  our  being  a  quorum  of  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee, properly  authorized  to  transact  such  business  for 
the  publick,  which  you  may  avail  yourself  of  whh  Mr. 
Wandsrwoordt,  or  any  other  person  necessary  for  effecting 
the  purchase. 

It  is  our  understanding,  that  the  goods  you  contract  are 
to  be  at  the  risk  of  the  contractors  until  they  are  siiipped 
on  board,  and  bills  of  lading  granted  for  them,  after  which 
they  become  our  risk  ;  and  if  the  risk  from  that  time  to  the 
ending  of  the  voyage  can  be  covered  by  insurance,  at  a 
premium  not  exceeding  twenty  per  cent.,  we  would  wish  to 
have  such  part  insured  as  is  to  come  from  Europe  direct  out 
for  this  coast ;  the  insurance  to  be  against  all  risks  whatever, 
at  and  from  the  shipping  port  to  any  place  of  delivery  in 
the  thirteen  United  Colonies  of  America. 

When  you  have  accomplished  the  business  so  far  as  to 
make  the  contracts  and  purchase  the  cutters,  you  must 
cause  to  be  shipped  three  thousand  stand  of  arms,  six  hun- 
dred barrels  of  powder,  three  thousand  gun-locks,  and  sixty 
thousand  gun-flints,  on  board  each  cutter.  Take  bills  of 
lading,  deliverable  to  us  in  any  part  of  the  United  American 
Colonies,  and  despatch  them  for  this  coast.  These  cutters 
must  be  well  armed  and  manned.  You  should  procure,  if 
possible,  masters  that  are  acquainted  with  the  sea-coast  of 
America,  men  of  intelligent  understanding  and  firm  minds, 
well  attached  to  the  Ameiican  cause ;  many  such  there  are 
in  Europe,  pining  to  return  and  serve  this  country  in  the 
present  glorious  contest.  You  will  also  pick  up  as  many 
American  seamen  as  possible,  and  if  sufficient  of  those  do 
not  offer,  complete  the  number  with  the  best  you  can  get ; 
and  in  fitting  these  vessels  it  will  be  well  done  to  put  on 
board  each  three  or  four  tons  of  musket  balls,  suited  to  the 
bore  of  the  ten  thousand  stand  of  arms.  As  the  operations 
of  our  enemies  are  uncertain,  it  is  hard  for  us  to  point  out 
what  part  of  the  coast  these  cutters  should  push  for.  We 
believe  the  inlets  between  New-York  and  Virginia  may  be 
as  safe  as  any.  They  must  get  into  the  first  place  of  safety 
they  can,  and  give  us  immediate  advice  by  express  of  their 
arrival ;  and  by  these  vessels  you  will  transmit  us  any  pub- 
lick  news,  or  any  useful  intelligence  in  your  power.  The 
remainder  of  the  goods  we  think  it  most  prudent  to  order 
out  in  foreign  bottoms  to  some  of  the  foreign  Islands  in 
the  West-Indies,  where  we  can  send  for  them  with  ease 
and  tolerable  security.  You  will  consult  with  your  friends 
what  Island  may  be  safest  to  make  use  of;  and  also  obtain 
recommendation  to  a  proper  house  for  receiving  and  reship- 
ping  the  goods,  transmitting  us  the  name  and  address  by  the 


cutters,  and  we  shall  send  them  funds  to  pay  the  freight  and 
charges.     Those  goods  going  in  neutral  bottoms  need  only 
be  insured  against  the  common  rislts  of  the  sea,  &.c. 
We  are,  sir,  Ssc,  &tc. 


To  Mr.  William  Hodge. 


CERTIFICATE    OF     APPOINTMENT    OF     THE     COMMITTEE    OF 
SECRET    CORRESPONDENCE. 

This  may  certify  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that  Colonel 
Benjamin  Harrison,  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Thomas  John- 
ston, John  Dickinson,  and  John  Jay,  Esquires,  are  ap])ointed 
by  the  Congress  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  in  North- 
America,  a  Connnittee  of  Secret  Correspondence,  and  that 
faith  and  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  them  as  such. 


COLONEL    REED   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  June  1,  1776.] 

Philadelphia,  May  30,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  honourable  Congress  having  been  pleased  some 
time  ago  to  make  an  addition  to  the  pay  of  the  General's 
Secretary,  upon  an  expectation  that  I  should  continue  in 
that  appointment,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  that, 
agreeable  thereto,  I  repaired  to  Neiv-York,  where  I  found  a 
gentleman  of  character  and  abilities  performing  the  services 
of  that  office  with  satisfaction  to  the  General.  As  my  first 
acceptance  of  the  office  was  purely  accidental,  and  occa- 
sioned by  publick  motives,  the  necessity  of  my  continuance 
seemed  now  to  cease,  and  induced  me  to  request  the  General 
to  excuse  my  further  attendance,  which  he  was  so  obliging 
as  to  comply  with.  This,  and  engagements  both  of  a  pub- 
lick and  private  nature  in  this  Province,  and  these  only,  were 
my  reasons  for  declining  the  service ;  at  the  same  time,  I 
assured  the  General,  that  if  in  the  course  of  business  my 
small  abilities  could  be  of  any  use,  I  would,  on  the  shortest 
notice,  most  cheerfully  devote  myself  to  it  again. 

Having  been  absent  from  the  General  for  some  time,  I 
considered  the  pay  of  the  office  most  properly  due  to  those 
gentlemen  who  did  the  duty  during  that  absence  ;  I  accord- 
ingly, with  the  General's  approbation,  divided  it  between 
them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Reed. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


YORK    COUNTY    (PENNSYLVANIA)    COMMITTEE. 

In  CommiUee  for  York  County,  May  30,  1776. 

Present :  Fifty-five  Members.  Colonel  Robert  McPher- 
son  in  the  Chair. 

The  Resolve  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  of 
the  1 5th  instant,  being  read,  was  most  cordially  agreed  and 
thankfully  accepted ;  and 

Resolved,  That  a  delegation  from  this  body,  of  nine  mem- 
bers, be  ordered  to  attend  the  Conference  of  Committees  at 
Philadelphia,  the  18th  day  of  June  next,  to  consider  of  the 
best  and  most  effectual  measures  for  cairying  into  execution, 
and  settling  the  preliminary  steps  for  the  election  of  a  Pro- 
vincial Convention,  to  form  a  Constitution  founded  on  "  the 
authority  of  the  People." 

Resolved,  That  as  the  former  Legislative  powere  of  this 
Province  cannot  act  without  being  under  oaths  or  affirma- 
tions to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  dependant  on  him, 
which,  by  the  cruel  and  wicked  proceedings  of  that  King 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  more  especially  by  a  late 
Act  of  Parliament  declaring  the  Colonists  Rebels,  and  cut- 
ting them  off  from  the  protection  of  that  Crown,  the  same  has 
become  incapable  of  legislation,  and  in  that  respect  totally 
extinct ;  but 

Resolved,  nevertheless,  That  the  Executive  powers  of 
Government  ought  to  proceed  in  the  usual  channel,  and  that 
the  laws  heretofore  made  be  put  in  due  execution,  until  a 
Government,  foniied  on  the  authority  of  the  people  only, 
takes  place,  agreeable  to  the  Resolves  of  Congress  of  the 
15th  instant. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Rankin,  lately  chosen  a  mem- 
ber to  represent  this  County  in  Assembly,  in  sending  seven 
Letters  and  a  bundle  of  Remonstrances  to  seven  inhabitants 
of  this  County,  for  the  express  purpose  of  getting  those  Re- 
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monstrances  signed  by  the  people  here,  and  transmitted  to 
Philadelphia,  (which  Remonstrances  can  be  calculated  for 
no  other  purpose  than  to  draw  this  Province  off  from  the 
present  union  with  tlie  other  Colonies,  or  to  divide  the  people 
so  as  to  fall  an  easy  prey  to  our  inveterate  enemies,)  has  vio- 
lated the  trust  reposed  in  hira  by  the  good  people  of  this 
County. 

Resolved,  That  should  any  person  or  persons  be  so  lost 
to  all  sense  of  duty  to  the  publick  as  to  attempt  to  procure 
signers  to  said  poisonous  and  destructive  Remonstrance  in 
this  County,  that  the  said  person  or  persons  will  be  con- 
sidered as  violators  of  the  Resolves  of  Congress,  and  inimi- 
cal to  the  liberties  of  America. 

Robert  McPhehson,  Chairman. 


TO    THE    worthy    INHABITANTS    OF    YORK    COONTY. 

My  RESPECTED  Friends  :  As  I  find  myself  most  injuri- 
ously treated  by  a  resolve  of  your  County  Committee,  pub- 
lished in  the  several  newspapers,  1  must  take  the  liberty  to 
do  myself  justice  through  the  same  channel.  As  you  were 
freely  pleased  to  choose  me  one  of  your  Representatives  in 
Assembly  by  so  large  a  majority  as  near  two  to  one  against 
the  opposite  ticket,  it  would  give  me  the  greatest  concern  if 
I  could  believe  that  the  Committee  had  known  and  spoken 
the  sentiments  of  my  constituents  in  their  resolve,  or  that 
they  will  think  I  have  violated  the  trust  so  lately  reposed  in 
me  by  them.  1  am  conscious  in  my  own  heart  that  I  in- 
tended nothing  but  what  I  considered  as  my  bounden  duty 
to  the  good  people  1  represent,  in  the  Circular  Letter  to 
some  of  my  friends.  Had  I  acted  otherwise,  or  kept  back 
the  necessary  information  from  them,  when  they  were  to 
deliberate  upon  a  matter  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  them 
and  their  posterity,  I  think  I  should  then  have  stood  justly 
chargeable  with  "  violating  the  trust  reposed  in  me." 

The  whole  affair  pointed  at  in  the  resolve  stands  thus :  The 
Committee  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  had  taken  upon 
them  to  determine  two  points,  in  their  protest  against  the 
authority  of  that  House,  of  which  you  have  chosen  me  a 
member,  viz:  1st,  That  the  Congress  "had  absolutely  en- 
joined the  taking  up  and  establishing  new  Government 
through  all  the  Colonies ;"  and,  2dly,  That  they  (the  said 
Committee)  had  a  right,  in  exclusion  of  the  Assembly,  to 
call  a  conference  of  Committees,  who  were  not  to  deliberate 
what  changes  in  our  Government,  or  whether  any  were 
necessary ;  but  (taking  that  for  granted)  they  were  to  devise 
means  for  choosing  a  Convention  to  establish  a  new  form. 
Now,  the  express  words  of  the  Congress  are  these,  viz: 
"That  the  respective  Assemblies  and  Conventions,  where 
no  Government  sufficient  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  has 
been  established,  adopt  such  Governments  as  shall,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  best  conduce 
to  the  happiness  of  their  constituents  in  particular,  and 
America  in  general."  These  words,  to  my  best  under- 
standing, left  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  who  are  the 
undoubted  Representatives  of  the  people,  to  judge  what 
changes,  or  whether  any,  might  be  necessary  for  the  exi- 
gencies of  affairs.  Our  Charter  does  also  declare  that  the 
consent  of  six  parties  in  seven  of  our  Assembly  is  necessary 
in  this  matter.  I  likewise  found  it  to  be  the  general  sense 
of  the  House,  confirmed  by  our  own  Delegates,  that  where 
assemblies  could  actually  sit  as  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  the  Congress  had  them  expressly  in  view  in  the 
execution  of  their  resolve ;  and  did  not  point  out  any  par- 
ticular changes  as  necessary,  except  so  far  as  regards  the 
usual  oaths  and  affirmations,  which  they  considered  as  stand- 
ing in  the  way  of  our  just  opposition  to  the  oppressive  mea- 
sures of  the  British  Parliament;  and  the  Committee  of 
York  might  have  known  that  the  House  has  dispensed  with 
the  oaths,  Sic,  and  is  absolved  from  them,  by  the  Crown's 
declaring  them  out  of  its  protection.  It  appeared  further  to 
me  that  no  other  Provinces  that  have  considered  the  resolve 
of  Congress  have  taken  it  in  the  sense  of  the  Philadelphia 
Committee,  namely,  as  a  positive  injunction  for  altering  their 
Governments,  or  injuring  their  Charter  rights,  further  than 
the  respective  powers  of  those  Governments  shall  think  con- 
venient for  the  publick  service.  The  Province  o( Maryland 
has  expressly  determined  on  the  matter  as  follows  : 

"  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  people  of  this  Province 
have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regulating  the  internal 
Government  and  police  of  this  Province." 


New-York  has  declared  to  the  same  effect;  and  the  char- 
ter Governments  of  Connectiait  and  Rhode-Island  have  made 
no  further  alterations  than  respecting  the  oaths,  &c.,  as  our 
Assembly  have  done. 

Upon  this  state  of  things,  having  a  love  for  the  Charter 
Constitution  of  Pennsylvania ;  considering  myself  as  chosen 
by  you  to  support  it  as  far  as  possible,  in  the  present  exi- 
gency ;  finding  that  the  publick  service  has  been  and  might 
still  be  carried  on  as  vigorously  by  the  Assembly  of  this 
Province  as  by  any  other  publick  body  on  the  continent ; 
and  observing  a  Remonstrance  to  that  effect,  signed  by  mul- 
titudes* of  the  most  respectable  names  in  the  City  of  Phi- 
ladelphia and  the  neighbouring  Counties,  in  opposition  to 
the  doctrines  in  the  Protest  of  the  Committee  of  that  city, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  send  you  copies  of  those  papers, 
that  I  might  know  the  sentiments  of  the  County  1  represent 
in  a  matter  of  such  consequence.  Whether  I  did  wrong  in 
this,  or  what  censure  they  may  deserve  who  dared  to  keep 
back  the  needful  information  from  you,  endeavouring  to 
surprise  you  into  precipitate  measures,  which  might  after- 
wards be  injurious  to  your  best  rights,  for  which  you  arc 
now  contending,  and  sow  the  seeds  of  discord,  I  leave  your- 
selves to  determine.  I  consider  not  only  my  private  rights 
as  a  freeman,  but  my  publick  rights  as  a  Representative  in 
Assembly,  together  with  your  rights,  from  whom  I  derive 
my  seat,  to  be  grossly  violated  in  this  interruption  of  my 
correspondence  with  you,  and  the  threats  thrown  out  to 
prevent  my  obtaining  your  sentiments  for  the  direction  of 
my  conduct.  I  know  the  weight  of  the  Committee  of  the 
town  of  York,  who  first  opened  my  letters ;  and  I  hope  I 
do  not  overvalue  my  own  firmness  of  spirit  when  I  say  that 
I  neither  fear  their  threats  nor  regard  their  censures  while 
in  the  honest  discharge  of  my  duty.  I  wish  that  they  who 
published  the  resolves  against  me  had  also  published  a  copy 
of  the  Circular  Letter  on  which  it  is  founded,  that  the  world 
might  have  judged  how  far  it  deserved  blame  or  approba- 
tion. 

The  following  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  letter  to  Henry 
Wolfe,  viz: 

"  The  friends  of  the  present  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania 
think  it  absolutely  necessary  at  this  time  to  use  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  prevent  the  attempts  that  are  making  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  to  destroy  the  Assembly,  and  conse- 
quently the  Charter  rights  of  the  Province ;  for  which  pur- 
pose it  is  thought  expedient  that  as  many  persons  as  possible 
should  be  procured  to  sign  the  Address  and  Remonstrance 
to  the  Representatives  of  the  Province,  which  you  will  see 
published  in  Hall  ^  Sellcrs's  paper  of  the  22d  of  this 
month,  to  encounter  the  Protest  which  is  inserted  in  the 
same  paper.  I  therefore  request  that  you  will  take  a  part 
in  this  virtuous  task,  by  getting  as  many  of  the  respectable 
inhabitants  of  our  County  to  sign  their  names  to  it, as  posr' 
sible,  by  which  you  will  greatly  serve  your  country  an(} 

oblige  your  friend,  ■,  r, 

"    •'  '  James  Kankin. 

"  P.  S.  You  will  have  several  copies  of  tlie  Remonstrance 
sent  to  you  for  signing." 

I  have  only  to  add  that  the  Committee  of  your  County 
have  just  sent  down  instructions  directed  to  two  of  your 
Representatives,  wherein,  after  several  charges  against  the 
Assembly  in  general,  they  conclude  as  follows : 

"  We  therefore  instruct  you  to  withdraw  from  such  men 
and  measures ;  and  in  case  of  a  motion  for  the  continuance 
of  the  Assembly,  you  will  immediately  leave  the  same. 
You  will  see  by  our  resolves,  herewith  sent,  the  sentiments 
of  York  County,  very  generally  taken  ;  and  we  trust  you, 
gentlemen,  will  act  conformably  thereto. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"R.  McPherson,  Chairman. 

"  To  James  Ewing  and  Samuel  Eddy,  Esqs." 

As  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Committee  have 
derived  no  authority  from  the  County  in  general,  to  com- 
mand their  Representatives  to  desert  their  trust,  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  discharge  my  duty  till  I  obtain  your  sentiments  in 
some  less  doubtful  way  ;  and  am,  respectfully,  your  sincere 

f"'^"'^'  James  Rankin. 

*  At  the  time  of  writing  this  the  names  to  the  Remonstrances,  already 
delivered  in  fiom  the  City  and  adjacent  Counties,  amounted  to  about  six 
thousand. 
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TO  MR.  JAJWES  RANKIN,  ONE  OF  THE  REPRESENTATIVES 
KOH  THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK,  IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

In  ihe  Fennsylvania  Evening  Post,  No.  216,  you  have 
addressed  the  worthy  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  York, 
and  attempted  not  only  to  excuse,  but  to  justify  your  con- 
duct in  endeavouring  to  procure  signers  to  tlie  insidious, 
poisonous,  and  desiiTJCtive  ])aper  called  the  Remonstrance. 
1  shall,  through  the  same  channel,  appeal  to  the  undei-stand- 
ings  of  those  worthy  men,  (whose  just  rights  you  have 
shown  a  strong  inclination  to  betray,  though  you  will  most 
certainly  be  disappointed,)  whether  you  are  a  trusty  watch- 
man ;  whether  you  are  disposed  to  speak  truth,  or  are 
entitled  to  any  confidence  from  a  free  and  sensible  people 
in  future.  In  your  publication  you  say  the  Committee 
of  the  City  o{  Fhiladelphia  had  taken  upon  them  to  deter- 
mine two  points  in  their  Protest  against  the  authority  of  the 
House  of  which  you  were  chosen  a  member,  viz  :  fii-st,  tiiat 
the  Congress  "  had  absolutely  enjoined  the  taking  up  and 
establishing  new  Governments  through  all  the  Colonies ;" 
and, secondly,  "that  they  (the  said  Committee)  had  a  right, 
in  exclusion  of  the  Assembly,  to  call  a  conference  of  Com- 
mittees, who  were  to  deliberate  what  changes  in  our  Gov- 
ernment, or  whether  any,  were  necessary  ;  but  taking  that 
for  granted,  they  were  to  devise  means  for  choosing  a  Con- 
vention to  establish  a  new  form." 

Charity  inclines  me  to  view  every  man  in  the  most  fa- 
vourable light,  and  therefore  I  have  supposed  (as  I  have  no 
acquaintance  with  you,  nor  have  ever  seen  you)  that  some 
of  those  under  whose  banner  you  have  inlisted,  and  who 
are  accustomed  to  misrepresentations,  have  written  this  ad- 
dress for  you ;  otherwise  I  must  think  you  a  bold  man  to 
publish  in  the  newspapers  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  "  that 
the  Committee  of  the  City  o[  Philadelphia  had  taken  upon 
them  to  determine  two  points  in  their  Protest ;"  when  it  is 
notorious  to  every  man  who  lias  seen  the  Protest,  and  can 
read,  or  was  present  on  the  20th  of  May,  and  could  hear, 
that  the  Protest  was  then  signed  by  order  of  divers  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Province,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others, 
and  not  by  the  Committee  of  the  City.  I  am  told  you  saw 
the  numbers ;  you  must  at  least  have  heard  that  they  could 
not  be  many  less  than  five  thousand. 

In  the  next  paragraph,  you  quote  partially  the  resolve  of 
Congress  of  the  15th  of  May,  and  assert  "  that  it  was  the 
general  sense  of  the  House,  confirmed  by  your  own  Dele- 
gates, that  where  Assemblies  could  actually  sit  as  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  the  Congress  had  them  expressly 
in  view  in  the  execution  of  their  resolve,  and  did  not  point 
out  any  particular  changes  as  necessary,  except  so  far  as 
regards  the  usual  oaths  and  affirmations,  which  they  con- 
sidered as  standing  in  the  way  of  our  just  opposition  to  the 
oppressive  measures  of  the  British  Parliament."  I  say  you 
have  quoted  the  said  resolve  partially,  and  with  an  inten- 
tion to  deceive  :  for  in  the  preamble  to  that  resolve  are  these 
words :  "  And  it  is  necessary  that  the  exercise  of  every  kind 
of  authority  under  the  said  Crown  should  be  totally  sup- 
pressed, and  all  the  powers  of  Government  exerted  under 
the  authority  of  the  people  of  the  Colonies,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  internal  peace,  virtue,  and  good  order,"  &c. 
Now,  if  this  part  of  the  resolve  is  attended  to,  will  you,  by 
being  absolved  from  your  allegiance,  preserve  internal  peace, 
virtue,  and  good  order  in  Pennsylvania  1  If  all  authority 
under  the  Crown  ought  to  be  totally  suppressed,  by  what 
authority  can  the  Judges,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  other 
officei-s  in  Pennsylvania,  execute  tlie  laws  ?  Is  it  not  to  be 
taken  for  granted  that  a  new  Government  is  necessary  to  be 
established  ?  You  are  called  upon  to  answer  these  ques- 
tions. I  flatter  myself  tliat  your  House  of  Assembly  (as 
you  are  pleased  to  call  it,  though  you  know  that  no  Repre- 
sentative can  by  law  vote  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  or  sit 
there  during  any  debate,  after  the  Speaker  is  chosen,  until 
he  shall  make  and  subscribe  the  declarations  of  allegiance, 
&tc.)  do  not  apprehend  that  they  can  continue  the  exercise 
of  all  powei-s  of  Government,  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial ;  and  that  no  new  Government  is  necessary,  though 
it  may  be  the  wish  of  Mr.  Rankin.  You  have  next  cited 
some  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  o{ Maryland,  and 
asserted  that  New- York,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode- Island, 
have  made  no  further  alterations  than  respecting  the  oaths, 
&.C.,  as  your  Assembly  have  done.  What  you  say  respect- 
ing the  Convention  of  Maryland  is  true,  and  it  is  denied  by 


none  '•  that  the  people  of  every  Province  have  the  sole  and 
exclusive  right  of  regulating  the  internal  government  and 
police  thereof;"  but  you  should  have  mentioned  that  the 
Convention  of  Maryland  has  resolved  that  the  prayer  for 
success  to  the  British  King  against  all  his  enemies,  he, 
should  be  no  longer  read  by  the  clergy  of  that  Province, 
and  that  your  Assembly  have  not  done  the  same.  But 
what  you  have  said  respecting  JSW- YorA:,  Connecticut,  and 
Rhode-Island,  is  notoriously  untrue ;  for  the  former  proposed 
a  mctliod  for  cstablisiiing  a  new  Government,  Connecticut 
denies  all  authority  under  the  Crown,  and  Rhode-Island, 
by  a  most  solemn  act  of  the  Governour,  Council  and  As- 
sembly thereof,  has  anticipated  the  Congress  resolve  in  all 
its  parts,  and  has  no  more  connection  with  the  BritishK'mg 
and  Parliament  than  with  the  Empire  of  China.  You  next 
have  recourse  to  the  Charter  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania. 
for  which  you  express  your  love.  I  would  hope  you  do  not 
allude  to  the  20th  section,  which  declares  that  no  taxes  shall 
be  imposed  on  the  people  without  their  consent,  or  by  act 
of  Parliament  in  England.  Poor  man  !  Can  you  imagine 
you  can  frighten  freemen,  possessed  of  the  least  share  of  un- 
derstanding, into  the  servile  condition  you  wish  to  place 
them,  by  bellowing,  The  Charter,  the  Constitution  is  in  dan- 
ger? We  know  tliat  a  full  and  fair  representation  of  this 
Province,  and  the  suppression  of  all  authority  under  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  are  the  only  changes  desired,  and 
that  the  charter  and  laws  of  the  Province  in  every  other 
respect  will  remain  inviolate. 

You  seem  exceeding  angry  that  you  cannot  obtain  the 
sentiments  of  your  constituents  for  the  direction  of  your 
conduct,  and  with  the  Conmiittee  of  your  County  for  having 
prevented  your  letters  reaching  them  for  that  purpose ; 
and  you  have  given  a  specimen  of  your  candid  desire  of 
collecting  the  unbiased  sense  of  the  good  people  of  the 
County  of  York,  in  the  letter  to  Henry  Wolfe,  which  you 
have  published  at  length.  You  say,  "the  friends  of  the 
present  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania  think  it  absolutely 
necessary  at  this  lime  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours,"  &ic., 
and  afterwards,  "as  many  persons  as  possible  should  be  pro- 
cured to  sign  the  Address  and  Remonstrance."  And  you 
tell  Mr.  Wolfe,  that  by  getting  as  many  signers  as  possible 
he  will  oblige  you  his  friend,  &c.  What  must  every  man 
think  of  your  character,  after  seeing  this  letter  published  by 
yourself?  You  must  certainly  have  been  drawn  into  it  by 
some  cunning  false  friend,  wiio  wished  to  ruin  you.  Is  this 
the  language,  is  this  the  conduct  of  an  honest  man,  who 
sincerely  sought  the  sentiments  of  his  constituents,  to  press 
them  to  sign  a  paper  forwarded  by  himself  with  as  much 
earnestness  as  if  his  salvation  depended  upon  it ;  and  at  the 
same  time  asserting  this  most  wicked  falsehood,  "  that  it 
was  to  prevent  the  attempts  that  are  making  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  to  destroy  the  Assembly,  and  consequently 
the  charter-rights  of  the  Province  ?"  Did  you  not  know 
that  the  Protest  was  only  against  the  authority  and  qualifi- 
cation of  the  House  for  framing  a  new  Government,  and 
that  it  contains  these  words,  (mentioning  the  House:)  "We 
mean  not  to  object  against  its  exercising  the  proper  powers 
it  has  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  use  for  the  safety  and 
convenience  of  the  Province  ?"  How,  then,  could  you  dare 
to  say  to  Mr.  Wolfe,  and  through  him  to  the  people  of  York 
County,  "that  attempts  were  making  in  Philadelphia  to 
destroy  the  Assembly  ?"  If  you  had  possessed  the  least 
inclination  to  consult  the  sense  of  your  constituents,  you 
would  have  sent  as  well  the  Protest  as  the  Remonstrance 
to  them,  without  any  comment  on  either,  and  requested  their 
opinion  respecting  them.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  whom 
you  meant  by  the  friends  of  the  present  Constitution  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  what  you  meant  by  the  present  Consti- 
tution, as  they  are  terms  of  doubtful  import;  also,  your 
reasons  for  omitting  to  acquaint  your  constituents  what  has 
been  done  respecting  new  Governments  in  the  four  Southern 
Provinces,  as  well  as  in  New-Hampshire  and  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  besides  those  I  have  already  mentioned.  Likewise 
that  your  House,  "  thinking  it  convenient  and  for  the  safety 
of  the  Prevince,"  have  instituted  a  Court  of  Admiralty,  and 
appointed  a  Collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  but  that 
it  is  their  opinion  that  they  have  not  a  right  to  frame  a  new 
Government  in  all  its  parts.*     1  will  conclude  with  giving 

•You  have  told  youi  constituents, in  a  note,  that  the  names  to  the  Re- 
monstrance at  the  time  of  ;our  writing,  amounted  to  about  six  thousand. 
You  must  excuse  me  in  saying  I  do  not  believe  it ;  first,  because  you  have 
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you  my  opinion,  that  the  more  you  dabble  in  troubled  wa- 
ters you  will  become  the  more  dirty  ;  and  that  gentlemen 
who  ride  new  saddles  should  ride  slow,  lest  they  should  be 
chafed  and  galled,  and  at  last  be  rendered  so  sore  as  to  be 
obliged  to  dismount. 

I  have  made  no  animadversions  except  what  have  natu- 
rally arisen  out  of  your  own  Address,  otherwise  I  conceive 
it  would  be  iny  duty  to  subscribe  my  name.  The  Press 
should  not  be  open  to  libellers  or  slanderers. 

A  Freeman. 


CHESTER    COUNTY    (PENNSYLVANIA)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Chester  County,  May  30,  1776. 

The  critical  situation  of  publick  affliirs  requiring  the  full- 
est representation  of  the  people  in  Committee,  at  their  next 
meeting,  to  confer  upon  matters  of  the  greatest  consequence 
to  the  peace  and  union  of  this  Province,  and  of  the  Colo- 
nies in  general ;  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  recommended  to 
the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  each  township  in  this  County, 
where  they  have  not  chosen  members  to  attend  the  Com- 
mittee, or  where  they  have  been  chosen  and  have  not  at- 
tended, that  they  do  notify  the  inhabitants  of  their  respective 
townships,  qualiSed  to  vote  for  members  of  Assembly,  to 
meet  at  the  most  convenient  place  in  said  townships  on 
Tuesday,  the  eleventh  day  of  June,  and  there  by  ballot 
choose  one  or  more  reputable  Freeholders,  to  represent  them 
in  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  for  this  County, 
who,  with  the  members  already  appointed,  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  meet  at  the  house  of  Richard  Cheney,  at  Down- 
ing's  Town,  at  the  tenth  hour  of  the  forenoon  of  the  four- 
teenth day  of  June  next,  on  business  of  great  importance 
and  pressing  necessity. 

Signed  by  order: 

William  Evans,  Chairman 'pro  tern. 

NORTHAMPTON    COUrJTY  (PENNSYLVANIA)  COMSUTTEE. 

In  Committee,  Easton,  May  30,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  On  receiving  your  letter  of  the  21st  inst., 
with  the  papers  therein  enclosed,  the  General  Committee  of 
this  County  were  immediately  called,  and  met  this  day. 

The  several  matters  laid  before  the  Committee  were  con- 
ceived by  us  of  the  greatest  moment,  we  directly  proceeded 
thereon,  and  unanimously  agreed  to  the  enclosed  resolves. 

Animated  by  that  good  spirit  which,  in  a  very  remark- 
able manner,  has  hitherto  smiled  on  the  laudable  endeavours 
of  the  United  Colonies  for  the  preservation  of  our  invaluable 
liberty,  the  free  gift  of  God,  our  business  was  carried  on 
without  the  least  opposition,  and  in  full  confidence  of  the 
continued  protection  and  assistance  of  Him  in  whose  sove- 
reignty is  the  disposal  of  all  things. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servants. 
Signed  by  order  of  Committee : 

Robert  Levers,  Chairman. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  County  of 
Northampton,  held  at  Easton,  the  30th  day  of  May,  Anno 
1776: 

Present,  thirty-one  Members. 

On  motion,  Robert  Levers,  Esq.,  was  appointed  to  and 
seated  in  the  Chair. 

The  Committee  were  informed  that  they  had  been  called 
together  in  consequence  of  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of 
Inspection  and  Observation  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of 
Philadelphia,  dated  21st  May  instant,  and  delivered  the 
26th  ultimo,  to  Lewis  Gordon,  Esq.,  Chairman,  at  present 
indisposed,  by  Mr.  Frederick  Kuhl  and  Mr.  Christopher 
Ludwig,  two  of  the  said  Committee  of  Inspection. 

Moved,  That  the  said  Letter  should  be  read ;  and  it  was 
read  accordingly. 

asserted  other  facts  manifestly  untrue ;  secondly,  because  you,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  could  easily  have  ascertained  this  matter.  You  should 
also  have  told  them  that  only  about  four  hundred  and  sixty-one  of  them 
resided  in  the  City  and  Liberties  of  jfJUtaclelphia ;  and  you  should  have 
mentioned  the  methods  taken  to  procure  signers;  that  six  thousand  are 
not  an  eighth  part  of  the  freemen  of  this  Province ;  that  no  pains  have 
been  taken  to  procure  a  single  signer  to  the  Protest  ;  that  the  people 
have  been  left  to  judge  for  themselves ;  and  that  it  is  believed  that  every 
County  in  the  Province  will  appoint  Deputies  to  attend  the  proposed 
conference,  notwithstanding  the  Petition  to  the  Constitutional  Assembly 
Irom  the  eleven  patriotick  members  of  the  Committee  of  the  County  of 
Philadelp/aa. 


Moved,  That  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  15th  ultimo, 
be  read,  with  the  proceedings  at  the  State-House  of  Phila- 
delphia the  20th  instant;  wliich  were  read  accordingly. 

Moved,  That  the  Protest  of  divers  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Province,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,  lately 
presented  to  the  honourable  House  of  Assembly,  be  read  ; 
•and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Moved,  That  the  Address  and  Remonstrance  of  divers  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia, 
lately  presented  to  Assembly  against  the  above  Protest,  be 
read  ;  which  was  read  accordingly. 

After  having  maturely  considered  the  Letter  and  papers 
above-mentioned,  it  was  moved,  and 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  a  number  of  the  Committee 
be  nominated  to  meet  Dejiiities  from  all  the  other  Commit- 
tees in  the  several  Counties  in  this  Province,  at  Philadel- 
phia, on  Tuesday,  the  18th  day  of  June  next,  in  order  to 
agree  upon  and  direct  a  mode  of  electing  members  for  a 
Provincial  Convention,  and  to  detertnine  upon  the  number 
of  which  the  said  Convention  shall  be  composed ;  which 
Convention  is  to  be  held  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  said 
conference  of  Committees  may  appoint,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  forming  and  establishing  a  new  Government, 
under  the  authority  of  the  people  only,  for  the  preservation 
of  internal  peace,  virtue,  and  good  order,  as  well  as  for  the 
defence  of  their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  according  to 
the  express  declaration  of  the  honourable  the  Continental 
Congress,  preceding  and  immediately  connected  with  the 
recommendation  mentioned  in  the  said  Resolve. 

On  motion,  Resolved  unanimously,  That  six  members  of 
the  Coinmittee  be  nominated  for  the  above  purpose. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Robert  Levers,  John  Wetzel, 
Nicholas  Dupui,  Neigal  Gray,  David  Deshler,  and  Ben- 
jamin Dupui,  be  a  Committee,  appointed  in  behalf  of  this 
County,  to  meet  at  Philadelphia,  on  Tuesday,  the  18th  day 
of  June  next,  with  the  above-mentioned  conference  of  Com- 
mittees for  the  above  purpose. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

Robert  Levers,  Chairman. 


By  His  Excellency  William  Franklin,  Enquire,  Captain- 
General,  Governour,  and  Commander-in-  Chief  in  and 
over  the  Province  of  New-Jersey,  and  Territories  there- 
on depending,  in  America,  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral 
in  the  same,  6fC. 

A  Proclamation. 
Whereas  I  have  matters  of  great  importance  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province ;  I  have 
therefore  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's  Coun- 
cil, to  appoint  a  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  of  New- 
Jersey,  to  be  held  in  the  City  oi Perth- Amboy,  on  Thursday, 
the  20th  day  of  June  next ;  and  to  publish  the  same  by  this 
Proclamation,  to  the  end  that  all  persons  whom  it  may 
concern  may  have  notice  thereof,  and  govern  themselves 
accordingly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal-at-arms,  in  the  City  of 
Perth- Amboy,  the  thirtieth  day  oi  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

William  Franklin. 
By  His  Excellency's  command  : 

Charles  Pettit,  Deputy  Secretary. 


general    PUTNAM   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  May  30,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  frequently  heard  of,  and  often  ob- 
served, large  companies  of  gentlemen  and  ladies  visiting 
the  Tories  confined  in  jail  by  your  order ;  by  which  means 
they  have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  everything  that  passes 
amongst  us.  Quere :  Whether  or  not  prudence  does  not 
dictate  to  us  to  prevent  such  intercourse? 

The  bad  women  confined  in  jail  are  constantly  visited  by 
men  of  as  bad  characters.  Complaints  of  this  kind  coming 
to  me,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  them  before  you.  If  at 
any  time  you  want  any  guards,  1  shall  be  happy  to  furnish 
theiTi. 

I  now  send  a  man  suspected  of  trying  to  get  on  board 
the  men-of-war. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  esteem,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Israel  Putnam. 
To  the  Provincial  Congress. 
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To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony 

o/ New- York:  The  Memorial  of  the  Vestry  of  the  City 

and  County  of  Nkw- Yokk,  humbly  showeth  : 

That  we  have  heen  elected  to  tlie  office  of  Assessors,  to 

lav  the  tax  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  Poor 

of  this  City  and  County  for  tlie  current  year. 

That  the  money  annually  raised  for  several  years  past  for 
that  purpose,  amounted  to  five  thousand  pounds,  a  sum 
scarcely  sufllcient  for  the  purpose,  and  in  some  years  inade- 
quate to  the  end. 

That  tiiere  arc  now  at  least  near  four  hundred  poor  in  the 
Aims-House  in  this  city  and  the  buildings  adjoining,  which 
number  will,  in  all  probability,  be  increased  from  the  ca- 
lamitous circumstances  of  the  times. 

That  as  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants,  and  generally 
those  who  are  most  opulent,  have  retired  to  the  country,  we 
deem  it  impracticable  (should  \vc  proceed  to  the  execution 
of  our  office)  for  the  collectors  to  raise  a  sum  in  any  degree 
adequate  to  tlie  exigencies  of  the  poor  under  our  care ; 
that  these  poor  consist  of  the  blind  and  the  lame,  numerous 
helpless  orphans,  tender  distressed  infants,  foundlings,  and 
decrepid  old  age  in  its  last  stage,  the  sick  in  body,  and  dis- 
tempered in  mind  ;  many  of  whom  have,  by  various  means, 
fallen  into  this  city,  as  well  from  different  parts  of  this  Co- 
lony, as  from  other  Colonies  and  countries. 

Prompted,  therefore,  by  the  feelings  of  humanity,  we 
have  thought  fit  to  lay  before  you  the  present  difficulties 
and  our  apparent  inability  to  procure  a  support  for  so  great 
a  number  of  poor ;  hoping  that,  in  your  wisdom,  some  means 
may  be  found  to  secure  these  unhappy  objects  from  all  the 
wretchedness  of  poverty  and  disease. 

Your  Memorialists,  therefore,  pray  that,  by  order  or  re- 
solve of  this  honourable  Congress,  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
pounds  may  be  advanced  or  lent  to  the  City  of  New-York, 
for  the  support  of  the  poor;  or  such  other  relief  granted  in 
the  premises  as  may  be  adequate  to  the  present  distress. 
And  your  Memorialists  shall  ever  pray,  &c,, 

Isaac  Marschalk,  George  Janeway, 

Francis  Basset,  Peter  Ricker, 

William  W.  Ludlow,    John  Turner, 
Henry  Rutgers,  Jun,,    Nicholas  Fletcher, 


consequence  of  which  the  said  Battalion  hath  since  been 
taken  into  Continental  pay,  Samuel  Townshend, 

Gouverneur  Morris, 


In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  \ 
May  30,  1776. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  dangers  to 
which  this  City  and  Colony  will  be  exposed  should  the 
Ministerial  Ti-oops  speedily  arrive, 

Resolved,  That  two  Battalions  be  taken  into  the  pay  and 
service  of  this  Colony  for  three  months  ;  and 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration,  and  report  to  this  Congress  their  opinion  of 
the  number  of  which  the  said  Battalions  shall  consist ;  what 
pay  shall  be  given ;  whence  they  shall  be  procured,  and  by 
what  regulations  governed ;  together  with  such  other  mat- 
ters relative  to  the  same  as  they  may  think  proper  and 
necessary ;  and 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  James  Livingston,  Mr,  Cuyhr,  Mr. 
Jay,  Mr,  Morris,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Townshend,  be  the  Com- 
mittee, 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes : 

John  McKesson,  Secretary. 

In  the  course  of  the  business  recommended  to  us  by  the 
Congress,  as  members  of  the  said  Committee,  we  did  hold  a 
meeting  with  the  officers  of  the  first  Independent  Battalion 
of  the  City  of  JVejv-YorZr,  and,  together  with  others  the  mem- 
bers of  the  said  Committee,  did  propose  to  them  to  enter  into 
the  service  of  the  said  Congress,  for  the  immediate  defence 
of  the  Colony  of  New-  York,  and  did  give  them  assurances 
that,  in  case  the  said  Battalion  did  enter  into  the  said  ser- 
vice, they  should  not  be  compelled  by  their  inlistment  to  go 
above  twenty  miles  out  of  the  said  Colony ;  and,  further, 
that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  said  Committee  that  the  Con- 
gress aforesaid  would  not  probably  order  the  said  Battalion 
to  leave  the  said  City  unless  in  cases  of  necessity  ;  but  we 
cannot  remember  that  any  contract  whatsoever  was  made 
with  the  said  Battalion,  and  are  confident  that  none  was 
made  by  the  said  Committee ;  nor  did  the  Conmiittee  make 
report  to  the  House,  the  propriety  being  superseded  by  a 
resolution  of  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  in 


Return  of  the  state  of  the  Minute  Regiment  raised  in  Suf- 
folk County,  New-Yohk. 
Lieut,  Colonel,  John  Ilulbcrt.     Majoi-s — Isaac  Reeves, 
First;  Isaac  Overton,  Second,    A(\]yiiAnt,  Ephraim  Marvin. 
Quartermaster,  Ebenezer  Dayton. 
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Siale  of  Ammunition  and 
Arms. 

David  PeirsoD.,,. 
Ezekiel  Mulford  .. 
Zephaniah  Rogers 

Paul  Reeves 

rnnaihau  Bailey.. . 

Selah  Sirong 

Naihaniel  Plan 

Thomas  Wicjjes  .. 

Coimileie  in  arms,&c. 

Do.             do. 

Do.             do. 
Compleie  excepi  bayonets. 

Do.             do. 
J  Want  fifieen  gnn<  and  a 
(     number  of  bayonets. 
Complete. 
Comjilete  except  one  man. 

Toral 

16 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  state  of  my  regi- 
ment agreeable  to  returns  made  by  the  respective  Captains, 

JosiAH  Smith,  Colonel. 

Meritches  Patent,  May  30,  1776. 

N.  B.  The  drums,  fifes,  and  colours,  are  all  deficient. 


general    THOMPSON    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Chambly,  May  30,  1776. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  letter  to  your  Excellency,  I  have  been 
stationed  at  the  mouth  of  the  >Sbre/  River,  which  will  in  a 
few  days  be  fortified  as  well  as  the  situation  of  the  place  will 
admit  of.  The  havock  made  amongst  the  New-England 
troops  by  the  small-pox,  and  our  want  of  ammunition,  espe- 
cially lead,  have  prevented  anything  being  done  below  Sorel. 
That  place  I  do  not  think  by  any  means  tenable ;  but  your 
Excellency  may  be  assured  I  shall  not  abandon  it,  unless  I 
can  give  satisfactory  reasons  for  my  procedure.  The  unfor- 
tunate retreat  from  Quebeclc,  and  the  late  unguarded  truce 
and  convention  at  the  Cedars,  has  involved  us  in  many  dif- 
ficulties, though  I  hope  we  shall  yet  be  able  to  surmount 
them. 

By  the  honourable  Commissioners  of  Congress,  I  transmit 
a  return  of  the  troops  that  came  with  me  from  New-Yorlc, 
and  likewise  of  those  now  under  my  command  at  Sorel. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant,  William  Thompson. 

At  a  Council  of  War,  held  at  Chambly,  May  30,  1776: 
Hon.  Brigadier-General  Wooster,  President. 


Colonel  St.  Clair, 
Colonel  Livingston, 
Colonel  Porter, 
Colonel  Brown, 
Colonel  Hazen, 
Colonel  Allen, 
Colonel  McAufie, 
Colonel  Gilman. 


Brig.  General  Arnold, 
General  Thompson, 
General  De  Woedtke, 
Colonel  Greaton, 
Colonel  Maxwell, 
Colonel  Poor, 
Colonel  Stark, 
Colonel  CampbcU, 

1st.  Resolved,  That  orders  be  itumediately  transmitted  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  St.  Ami's,  to  attack  the  enemy 
at  Q^idnze  Chiens  as  soon  as  the  time  fixed  for  cessation  of 
hostilities  is  expired, 

2d.  Resolved,  That  it  is  necessary  a  General  officer  should 
take  the  command  of  the  forces  sent  to  (^uinze  Chiens. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  five  hundred  men,  including  those 
ordered  this  morning,  be  immediately  sent  from  Montreal  to 
St.  Ann's,  and  that  their  places  be  immediately  supplied  by 
the  troops  at  St.  Johns. 

4th.  Resolved,  That,  if  practicable,  it  witl  be  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  Colonies  to  keep  Canada. 

5th.  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  practicable  or  prudent,  under 
our  present  circumstances,  to  take  or  keep  possession  ofDes- 
chambault. 

6th,  Resolved,  That  the  post  now  occupied  at  »Sbre/,  be 
kept  for  the  present  by  the  main  body  of  the  Army. 
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Newburyport,  May  30,  1776. 

Yesterday  arrived  in  tliis  port  the  frigate  Bcllcisk,  from 
St.  Maloes.  She  has  on  board  ninety  barrels  of  gunpowder, 
some  artillery,  and  a  great  number  of  bombs  and  shells,  for 
the  use  of  the  Provincial  Army. 

The  day  before  yesterday,  the  Ranger,  a  snow  of  four- 
teen guns,  commanded  by  Patrick  Dennis,  in  tiie  service  of 
the  Congress,  brought  into  this  place  a  ship,  burden  two 
hundred  and  eighty  tons,  and  another  vessel  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty  tons.  They  were  both  from  England,  and  are 
laden  with  clothing  and  military  stores  for  the  British  troops. 
The  above  vessels  have  upsvards  of  eleven  thousand  pair  of 
shoes  on  board. 


TO    THE    PEOPLE    OF    THE    THIRTEEN    UNITED   COLONIES. 

Brothers  :  The  grand,  the  alarming,  though  necessary 
crisis,  is  at  length  arrived,  for  a  publick  declaration  of  Inde- 
pendency. Are  there  any  of  you  so  deficient  in  principles 
of  virtue  as  not  to  approve  of  it?  Can  any  man  whatever, 
after  taking  a  retrospective  view  of  our  proceedings,  and  the 
vengeance  displayed  in  the  aspect  of  the  Ministerial  mea- 
sures, wish  to  delay  it  a  single  moment,  through  vain  hopes 
(for  as  such  I  must  term  them)  that  an  acconnnodation  will 
one  dtiy  or  other  take  place  ?  What  ideas  of  a  reconcilia- 
tion must  such  a  man  have  ?  Will  Great  Britain  relinquish 
her  claim  of  taxation,  and  suffer  us  to  extend  our  commerce 
to  any  part  of  the  globe  ?  Will  she  refund  the  expenses  of 
this  unnatural  war?  Will  she  pay  us  for  the  destmction  of 
our  towns,  and  the  numberless  depredations  committed  on 
our  coasts  ?  These  are  interrogatories  that  cannot  be  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative.  Then,  have  we  such  narrow- 
minded  souls  among  us  that  would  wish  a  connection  upon 
any  other  terras?  Pusillanimity  must,  indeed,  be  the  prin- 
cipal ingredient  of  their  compositions.  Consult  wisdom  and 
heroism  for  the  decision.  They  point  out  the  immediate 
necessity  of  such  a  declaration,  and  the  vigorous  exertion  of 
our  military  force,  as  the  only  effective  measure  to  secure 
our  liberty,  peace,  and  happiness.  Nine  months  ago,  the 
name  of  Independence  was  as  alarming  to  me  as  any  man 
in  America  ;  but  necessity,  self-preservation,  (the  first  law  of 
nature,)  simple  reason — everything  cries  aloud.  It  must  be 
so,  or  we  perish.     Dreadful  alternative ! 

The  two  Carolinas  have  agreed  to  concur  in  all  measures 
that  may  be  approved  of  by  Congress  for  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  American  empire.  Virginia  alone  stands  up, 
and  gives  the  great  example,  with  positive  orders  to  their 
Delegates  to  vote  for  Independency  at  all  events.  As  she 
has  ever  been  foremost  in  our  publick  measures,  and  the 
wisdom  of  her  councils  acknowledged  by  all  parties,  she 
surely  deserves  imitation  in  this  important  affair;  and  let  it 
be  handed  down  to  future  ages,  that  the  Congress  of  the 
thirteen  United  Colonies  had  the  spirit  and  virtue  to  declare 

it  nemine  coniradicente.  . 

Akistides. 

Williamsliurgh,  May  31,  1776. 


RESOLUTIONS    OF    VIRGINIA    CONVENTION. 

In  Convention,  Friday,  May  31,  1776. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be 
directed  to  write  a  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion oi Maryland ,  in  answer  to  his  Letter  of  the  25th  instant, 
expressing  the  deepest  concern  at  the  proceedings  of  that 
Convention  respecting  Governour  Eden,  and  our  reasons 
for  not  becoming  accessory  thereto,  by  giving  him  a  passport 
through  this  Colony  or  the  Bay  adjoining.  That  we  would 
with  reluctance,  in  any  case,  intermeddle  in  the  affairs  of  a 
sister  Colony;  but  in  this  matter  we  are  much  interested ; 
and  the  Convention  of  Maryland,  by  sending  their  pro- 
ceedings to  the  Committee  of  Safety  here,  have  made  it  the 
duty  of  the  Convention  to  declare  their  sentiments  thereon. 
That,  considering  the  intercepted  letter  from  Lord  George 
Germaine  to  Governour  Eden,  in  which  his  whole  conduct 
and  confidential  letters  are  approved,  and  he  is  directed  to 
give  facility  and  assistance  to  the  operations  of  Lord  Dun- 
more  against  Virginia,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the 
Council  of  Safety  o{ Maryland  having  neglected  to  seize  him 
according  to  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Congress ; 
and  more  so  for  the  Convention's  having  promoted  his  pas- 
sage to  assist  in  our  destruction,  under  a  pretence  of  his  re- 
tiring to  England,  which  we  conceive,  from  the  above  let- 


ter, he  is  not  at  liberty  to  do.  That,  supposing  he  was  to 
gain  Britain,  it  appears  to  us  that  such  voyage,  with  the 
address  presented  to  him,  will  enable  him  to  assume  the 
character  of  a  publick  agent,  and,  by  promoting  division 
and  disunion  among  the  Colonies,  produce  consequences 
the  most  fatal  to  die  American  cause.  That  as  the  reasons 
assigned  for  his  departure,  that  he  must  obey  the  Ministerial 
mandates  while  remaining  in  his  Government,  are  very  un- 
satisfactory, when  the  Convention  declare  that,  in  his  ab- 
sence, the  Government,  in  its  old  form,  will  devolve  on  the 
President  of  the  Council  of  State,  who  will  be  under  equal 
obligation  to  perform  such  mandates,  we  cannot  avoid  im- 
puting those  proceedings  to  some  undue  influence  of  Gover- 
nour Eden,  under  the  mask  of  friendship  to  America,  and  of 
the  Proprietary  interest  in  Maryland,  whereby  the  members 
of  that  Convention  were  betrayed  into  a  vote  of  fatal  ten- 
dency to  the  common  cause,  and  we  fear  to  this  country  in 
particular ;  and  feel  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  warn  the 
good  people  of  that  Province  to  guard  against  the  Proprie- 
tary influence. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  Resolution  be  forthwith  pub- 
lished in  the  Virginia  Gazette. 

Edmund  Pendleton,  President. 

John  Tazewell,  CFk  of  Convention. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    CAPTAIN    HILL. 
[No.  3.]  Annapolis,  May  31,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  are  immediately  to  return  to  your  vessel,  and 
convey,  at  the  expense  and  risk  of  this  Province,  across  the 
country  to  the  first  inlet  to  the  northward  of  Cape-Charles 
such  of  your  cargo  as  you  may  find  necessary,  and  proceed 
round  with  the  residue  in  your  said  vessel,  between  Smith's 
Island  and  Cape-Charles.  Upon  your  arrival  in  that  inlet, 
you  are  to  take  on  board  what  you  send  across  by  land,  and 
with  the  utmost  diligence  proceed  on  your  voyage,  agreeable 
to  former  instructions.     We  are,  &tc. 

To  Captain  Duncan  Hill. 


FRAN'CIS    WARE    TO   MARYLANT)    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  May  31,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  bearer  will  produce  to  the  Board  three 
gun-locks,  sent  by  Mr.  Messersmith  for  your  inspection,  who 
tells  me  he  has  now  twenty-five  more  finished  off,  and  if  the 
publick  will  encourage  him  properly,  he  can  finish  ten  or 
twelve  per  week.  I  believe  the  encouragement  he  expects 
is  three  dollars  per  lock.  If  you  approve  of  the  work  and 
price,  please  to  let  me  know  by  a  line,  and  I  will  order  him 
to  employ  all  his  hands  in  that  business. 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  soliciting  a  sum  of  publick 
money,  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  some  gentlemen  in  or 
near  this  place,  to  discharge  contingencies,  as  I  find  it  im- 
possible to  furnish  our  Hospitals  with  proper  necessaries  for 
the  like,  such  as  milk,  vegetables.  Sic,  without  ready  money. 
There  are  also  blankets  wanting  for  the  sick,  which  cannot 
be  got  without  the  money.  I  have  been  obliged  to  borrow 
twenty  odd  pounds  since  I  came  here,  to  pay  the  people 
who  are  at  work  on  our  tents,  tent-poles,  beds  for  the  sick, 
&1C.,  &.C.,  who  are  chiefly  needy,  and  must  have  a  little 
money  to  go  to  market. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  hum- 


ble servant, 


Francis  Ware. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


J.  HALL  AND  OTHERS  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 
Anne  Arundel  County,  May  31,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you  that 
the  Severn  Battalion  is,  from  the  local  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, greatly  exposed  to  the  depredations  and  attacks  of  our 
cruel  and  inveterate  enemies ;  and  as  we  may  daily  expect 
them,  we  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  the 
said  battalion  with  two  hundred  cartouch-boxes,  with  twen- 
ty-three rounds  of  powder  and  ball  to  each,  and  also  two 
hundred  gun-flints.  We  also  inform  your  Honours,  that  we 
will  be  responsible  for  the  above,  unless  lost  by  unavoidable 
accident,  and  will  return  the  same  to  the  next  Convention, 
if  they  will  not  pay  for  the  same. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  in  expectation  of  the  above  reason- 
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able  ruquest  being  complied  with,  your  most  humble  ser- 

*'»"'^.  J.  Hall, 

Rbzin  Hammond, 
Nicholas  Wortuincton. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety. 

P.  S.  As  an  additional  reason  for  the  above  application, 
it  is  to  be  considered  that  the  magazine  is  in  the  very  heart 
of  the  battalion  ;  and  the  cartouch-boxes  may  be  lodged  in 
the  mapizino,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Colonel  or  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel in  case  of  an  alarm.  J.  Hall. 


SNOW-IULL    (MARYLAND)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Snow-Hill,  May  31,  1776. 

Were  present :  Benton  Harris,  Esq.,  Chairman  ;  Messrs. 
Peter  ChaUlc,  John  i'l/r/ic//,  James  Martin,  Outten  Stur- 
gis,  Henry  Johnson,  John  Dane,  and  John  Selby. 

Whereas  special  permission  was  heretofore  granted  to  Mr. 
Benjamin  Dennis  to  raise  a  Company  of  Militia  in  Worces- 
ter County;  and,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolves  of  the  Con- 
vention of  Maryland,  it  appears  that  he  hath  enrolled  a 
Company,  consisting  of  eight  non-commissioned  officers  and 
fifty-six  privates  ;  likewise,  that  he  was  duly  elected  as  Cap- 
tain, John  Tou'tisend  as  First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Outten 
as  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Angelo  Atkinson  as  Ensign,  for 
said  Company. 

Per  order  of  the  Committee :  ^   ^^^^^^  ^.^^^ 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  JOHN  A.  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  May  31,  1776. 

Dear  Brother  :  Since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  where 
I  came,  at  the  request  of  Congress,  to  settle  some  matters 
relative  to  the  ensuing  campaign,  I  have  received  your  let- 
ter of  the  18th,  from  Williamsburgh,  and  I  think  I  stand 
indebted  to  you  for  another,  which  came  to  hand  some  time 
ago,  in  New-York.  I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  the  Vir- 
ginia Convention  have  passed  so  noble  a  vote,  and  with  so 
much  unanimity.  Things  have  come  to  such  a  pass  now  as 
to  convince  us  that  we  have  nothing  more  to  expect  from 
the  justice  of  Great  Britain;  also,  that  she  is  capable  of  the 
most  delusive  arts ;  for  I  am  satisfied  that  no  Commissioners 
ever  were  designed,  except  Hessians  and  other  foreigners  ; 
and  that  the  idea  was  only  to  deceive  and  throw  us  off  our 
guard.  The  first  has  been  too  effectually  accomplished,  as 
many  members  of  Congress,  in  short,  the  representation  of 
whole  Provinces,  are  still  feeding  themselves  upon  the 
dainty  food  of  reconciliation ;  and  though  they  will  not 
allow  that  the  expectation  of  it  has  any  influence  upon 
their  judgments  with  respect  to  their  preparations  for  de- 
fence, it  is  but  too  obvious  that  it  has  an  operation  upon 
every  part  of  their  conduct,  and  is  a  clog  to  their  proceed- 
ings. It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things  to  be  otherwise ;  for 
no  man  that  entertains  a  hope  of  seeing  this  dispute  speedily 
and  equitably  adjusted  by  Commissioners,  will  go  to  the 
same  expense,  and  run  the  same  hazards,  to  prepare  for  the 
worst  event  as  he  who  believes  that  he  must  conquer  or 
submit  to  unconditional  terms,  and  the  concomitants,  such 
as  confiscation,  hanging,  and  the  like. 

To  form  a  new  Government  requires  infinite  care  and 
unbounded  attention  ;  for  if  the  foundation  is  badly  laid,  the 
supei'structure  must  be  bad.  Too  much  time,  therefore, 
cannot  be  bestowed  in  weighing  and  digesting  matters  well. 
We  have,  no  doubt,  some  good  parts  in  our  present  Consti- 
tution ;  many  bad  ones  we  know  we  have.  Wherefore,  no 
time  can  be  misspent  in  separating  the  wheat  from  the 
tares.  My  fear  is,  that  you  will  all  get  tired  and  homesick ; 
the  consequence  of  which  will  be,  that  you  will  patch  up 
some  kind  of  a  Constitution  as  defective  as  the  present. 
This  should  be  avoided.  Every  man  should  consider  that 
he  is  lending  his  aid  to  frame  a  Constitution  which  is  to 
render  millions  happy  or  miserable,  and  that  a  matter  of 
such  moment  cannot  be  the  work  of  a  day. 

1  am  in  hopes  to  hear  some  good  accounts  from  North- 
Carolina.  If  Clinton  has  only  part  of  his  force  there,  and 
not  strongly  intrenched,  I  should  think  that  General  Lee 
will  be  able  to  give  a  very  good  account  of  those  at  Cape- 
Fear.     Surely  Administration  must  intend  more  than  five 


thousand  men  for  the  Southern  District,  otherwise  they 
must  have  a  very  contemptible  opinion  of  those  Colonies, 
or  have  great  expectations  from  the  Indians,  slaves,  and 
Tories.  We  expect  a  very  bloody  summer  at  Ncio-York 
and  Canada,  as  it  is  there,  1  presume,  the  grand  efforts  of 
the  enemy  will  be  aimed ;  and  1  am  sorry  to  say  that  we 
are  not,  either  in  men  or  arms,  prepared  for  it.  However, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  if  our  cause  is  just,  as  I  do  most  re- 
ligiously believe  it  to  be,  the  same  l^rovidence  which  has 
in  many  instances  appeared  for  us,  will  still  go  on  to  afford 
its  aid.  Your  Convention  arc  acting  very  wisely  in  remov- 
ing the  disaffected,  and  stores,  from  the  Counties  oi Princess 
Anne  and  Norfolk ;  and  are  much  to  be  commended  for 
their  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  salt,  saltpetre,  and 
powder.  No  time  nor  expense  should  be  spared  to  accom- 
plish these  things. 

Mrs.  Washington  is  now  under  inoculation  in  this  city, 
and  will,  I  expect,  have  the  small-pox  favourably.  This 
is  the  thirteenth  day,  and  she  has  very  few  pustules.  She 
would  have  written  to  my  sister,  but  thought  it  prudent  not 
to  do  so,  notwithstanding  there  could  be  but  little  danger  of 
conveying  the  infection  in  this  manner.  She  joins  me  in 
love  to  you  and  all  the  little  ones. 

I  am,  with  every  sentiment  of  regard,  dear  sir,  your  most 

affectionate  brother,  f,  -..r 

'  George  Washington. 

To  John  Augustine  Washington. 


JOHN    MACPHERSON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  4,  1776.     Referred  to  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  McKean.] 

Philadelphia,  May  31,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  :  Be  pleased  to  spare  me  one 
quarter-cask  of  powder,  to  prove  four  howitzers  and  four  sets 
of  organs,  which  I  have  prepared  for  a  vessel  that  I  do  not 
doubt  will  be  of  service  to  this  country.  Be  pleased,  also, 
to  order  my  salary  paid  from  the  17th  of  October  last,  as 
First  Naval  Commander  in  the  American  service,  which 
station  1  obtained  by  the  consent  and  agreement  of  the 
honourable  gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  treat  with 
me.  I  have  received  since  in  the  service  only  four  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars.  The  great  expense  I  am  now  running 
to  for  the  benefit  of  my  country  is  the  reason  of  my  appli- 
cation at  present. 

I  am,  honourable  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  most 

humble  servant,  t  ». 

'  John  Macpherson. 

To  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  within  Letter  was  referred, 
beg  leave  to  report :  That  they  have  examined  the  subscri- 
ber thereof  respecting  the  contents,  who  alleged  that  he 
had  a  promise  of  being  appointed  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  American  Navy  by  Messrs.  Randolph,  Hopkins,  and 
Rutledge,  (a  Committee  of  Congress,)  to  whom  he  commu- 
nicated an  important  secret,  but  he  produced  no  evidence 
in  support  of  such  allegation  ;  and  your  Committee  having 
inquired  of  Governour  Hopkins  about  this  promise,  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Macpherson,  he  declared  he  recollected 
nothing  of  the  kind  : 
Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  application  is  unreasonable. 


extract  of  a  letter  dated  NEW-YORK,  MAY  31,  1776. 

General  Futnam  has  just  shown  me  a  letter  from  a  gen- 
tleman in  Salem,  which  very  much  ccjncerns  your  place. 
The  writer  informs  the  General  that  Captain  Chapman  is 
arrived  there  (Salem)  from  St.  Croix,  who  says  that  on  the' 
10th  instant,  m  latitude  fifty-four  degrees,  longitude  sixty- 
seven  degrees  twenty-four  minutes,  he  fell  in  with  a  brig, 
the  Captain  of  which  told  him  that  he  sailed  in  company 
with  a  fleet  of  seventy  transports,  under  convoy  of  two 
fifty-four  and  four  forty-gun  ships  and  two  bomb-ketches, 
from  which  he  parted  the  5tli  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind.  The 
fleet  had  on  board  a  large  number  of  Hessians,  Biimsivkk- 
ers,  and  English  troops,  all  bound  to  Philadelphia,  in  order 
to  disperse  (as  the  Captain  expresses  himself)  that  hornets' 
nest,  the  Congress ;  after  which  they  were  certain  the  con- 
tinent would  become  a  very  easy  prey.  God  grant  that 
you  may  be  prepared  to  receive  this  armament!  General 
Putnam  thinks  that  some  troops  will  immediately  march 
from  hence  to  your  assistance. 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  DATED  NEW-YORK,  MAT  31,  1776. 

I  do  not  learn  that  a  word  has  been  said  in  our  Con- 
vention upon  the  subject  of  a  Declaration  of  Independence ; 
but  a  new  mode  of  Government  has  been  talked  of,  and 
you  may  expect  to  see  in  next  Monday's  paper  a  call  from 
the  Convention  to  the  people,  either  to  give  them  proper 
powers  for  tiie  purpose,  or  to  add  to  their  number,  and  give 
the  increased  body  powers,  or  to  choose  a  new  Convention, 
and  give  the  powers  to  them. 


COLONEL    RITZEMA    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New-York,  May  31,  1776. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  it  was  given  out,  in  general  orders,  that 
General  Putnam  had  received  a  letter  from  General  fVash- 
ington,  requesting  the  Colonels  in  the  Army  here  imme- 
diately to  provide  colours  for  their  several  regiments.  I 
shall  be  glad,  sir,  you  would  be  pleased  to  mention  it  to 
the  Congress,  and  that  direction  may  bo  given  to  Mr.  Cur- 
tenius  to  provide  a  pair  for  my  regiment  of  such  a  colour 
and  with  such  devices  as  shall  be  deemed  proper  by  the 
Congress. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

RUD.    RlTZEMA. 


GENERAL    PUTNAM    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  31,  177(5. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  let- 
ter of  the  28th  instant,  per  post,  and  shall  forward  on  the 
enclosed  to  General  Ward,  by  the  first  safe  conveyance. 
Soon  after  our  troops  left  the  Plains  of  Abraham,  Sir 
John  Johnson  pushed  off  at  the  head  of  his  Scotch  gang. 
General  Schuyler  immediately  ordered  the  officers  that  were 
at  Albany  on  their  parole,  to  be  sent  to  this  place.  I  have 
sent  them  on  this  morning  for  Philadelphia.  Lieutenant 
McLean  behaved  so  ill  General  Wooster  sent  him  to  Albany 
in  irons ;  for  particulars,  I  must  refer  your  Excellency  to 
Lieutenant  Vanwaggenen,  who  has  the  care  of  them. 

In  my  last  I  mentioned  Captain  McKay's  desertion  from 
Hartford ;  he  was  taken  last  week  in  the  habit  of  a  clergy- 
man, on  his  way  for  Canada.  He,  with  Governour  Skene, 
are  both  committed  to  Hartford  jail,  the  latter  for  refusing 
to  sign  his  parole. 

The  signals  on  Staten- Island,  Green  Bluff,  and  Go- 
vernour's  Island,  are  complete.  Our  troops  have  taken  a 
small  sloop  for  going  on  board  the  Asia.  There  were  ten 
men  on  board,  seven  of  whom  have  escaped,  the  others 
are  under  examination.  The  vessels  I  mentioned  are  out 
cruising  on  the  back  of  the  Island.  I  think  they  will  be  of 
great  use  to  us.  I  an)  driving  on  the  works  with  all  possi- 
ble despatch,  and  shall  pay  particular  attention  to  your  Ex- 
cellency's directions  in  regard  to  sending  an  express  in  case 
of  a  fleet  appearing  on  the  coast.  I  shall  write  Captain 
Putnam,  to  see  the  things  forwai-ded  from  Boston  to  New- 
London  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedi- 


ent, humble  servant, 


Israel  Putnam. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


general  orders. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  22,  1776. 
(Parole,  Washin^on.)  (Countersign,  Gates.) 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  different  Batteries  in 
and  about  this  City :  The  Battery  at  the  south  part  of  the 
town,  the  Grand  Battery ;  the  one  immediately  above  it, 
Fort  George ;  the  one  on  the  left  of  the  Grand  Battery, 
Whitehall  Battery;  that  behind  his  Excellency  General 
Washington's  Head-Quarters,  the  Oyster  Battery ;  the 
Circular  Battery,  near  the  Brew-house,  on  the  North-River, 
(he  Grenadier  Battery ;  that  on  the  left  of  the  Grenadier 
Battery,  the  Jersey  Battery;  the  one  on  Bayard's  Hill, 
Bayard's  Hill  Redoubt ;  the  one  on  the  Hill  where  Gene- 
ral Spencer's  Brigade  is  encamped,  Spencer's  Redoubt ; 
below  this  hill,  on  a  wharf,  is  a  Fascine  Battery  called  Wa- 
terbury's  Battery;  on  the  hill  directly  above  it  is  a  Redoubt, 
near  the  Jews'  Burying-ground,  by  the  name  of  Badlam's 
Redoubt. 

Andrew  O'Brien,  Sergeant,  and  William  Welch,  Corpo- 
ral, both  of  Captain  O'Hara's  Company,  in  Colonel  fVyn- 
koop's  Regiment,  tried  by  a  late  General  Court-Martial, 


whereof  Colonel  Ritzema  was  President,  for  " assaultin":, 
beating,  and  dangerously  wounding,  one  William  Irvine," 
are  both  acquitted  by  the  Court. 

The  General  approves  the  sentence,  and  ordcre  the  pri- 
soners to  be  released  immediately. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  May  23,  1776. 

(Parole,  .Imfioy)  (Countersign,  York.) 

The  Sailmakers  in  the  different  Regiments  are  all  to 
parade  in  front  of  the  General's  Quarters  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, at  six  o'clock. 

A  reinforcement  to  be  immediately  made  to  the  main 
guard  at  the  lower  barracks  of  one  Subaltern,  two  Sergeants, 
two  Corporals,  one  Drummer,  and  thirty  Piivates. 

The  order  for  doubling  the  sentries  at  night  to  be  strictly 
attended  to. 

All  those  men  of  the  following  Regiments,  viz :  Colonel 
Parsons' s,  Webb's,  Baldwin's,  Nixon's,  Willy's,  and  Read's, 
who  have  agreed  to  serve  in  the  whaling-boats  with  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Tapper,  are  to  repair  immediately  to  him,  and 
take  their  orders  from  him. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  May  24,  1776. 

(Parole,  Miffiin.)  (Countersign,  Lgncli.) 

The  Brigadier-Generals  will  settle  the  mode  and  hours 
for  going  the  rounds  at  night,  every  morning  on  the  gene- 
ral parade,  at  guard  mounting. 

The  following  Sailmakers  are  to  embark  this  day  on  board 
a  vessel,  in  order  to  proceed  to  Albany,  and  from  thence  to 
General  Schuyler,  and  receive  his  further  orders,  viz:  Fran- 
cis Howard,  Samuel  Holmes,  Ebenezer  Durkee,  Daniel 
Vanderpool,  of  Colonel  Ward's  Regiment;  Lewis  Lamlt, 
of  Colonel  Little's  Regiment ;  George  Lemot,  of  Colonel 
Bailey's  Regiment.  They  are  to  be  furnished  with  ten 
days'  provision  a  man.  Captain  Harwood's  Company  is 
to  join  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tapper,  and  do  duty  on  board 
the  whaling-boats,  &ic.,  &ic. 

Mr.  Livingston,  who  has  hitherto  supplied  Colonel  Mc- 
DougaWs  Regiment  with  provisions,  having  declined  doing 
it  any  longer,  he  is  to  order  his  Quartermaster  to  apply  to 
the  Commissary-General  for  provision  for  the  future,  who 
is  desired  to  supply  all  those  Corps,  which  were  hitherto 
supplied  by  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston. 

The  removal  of  General  Washington's  guard  from  his 
Head-Quarters  in  town,  occasions  the  following  alterations 
in  the  detail  of  guards,  viz :  the  seven  men  lately  added  to 
the  Provost,  to  be  taken  from  it,  and  a  guard  of  one  Ser- 
geant, one  Corporal,  and  fifteen  men,  to  mount  at  the  place 
where  General  Washington's  guard  was  kept ;  who  are  to 
relieve  the  sentries  at  his  door.  General  Gates's,  Paymaster- 
General's,  &:c. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  May  25,  1776. 

(Parole,  Afue/ftrrf.)  (Countersign,  Ijeonard.) 

Captain  Butler,  of  Colonel  Nixon's  Regiment,  tried  at  a 
late  General  Court-Martial  on  the  several  charges  exhibited 
against  him  by  Lieutenant  Walker,  viz :  "  Defrauding  his 
Company,  defrauding  the  publick,  absenting  himself  from 
his  Company  when  on  their  march,  and  inlisting  a  man 
unfit  for  the  service,"  is  acquitted  of  the  several  charges 
against  him. 

The  General  approves  of  the  sentence  of  the  above  Court- 
Martial,  and  orders  that  Captain  Butler  be  released  from  his 
arrest. 

John  Moore  and  Joshua  Smith,  both  of  Colonel  Ritzema's 
Regiment,  tried  by  the  above  Court-Martial  for  "  absenting 
themselves  from  Camp  without  leave,  and  forging  a  pass," 
are  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  receive  corporal  punish- 
ment, viz :  Moore  thirty-nine  lashes.  Smith  twenty  lashes, 
and  both  to  be  kept  seven  days  confined  on  bread  and  water. 

The  General  approves  of  part  of  the  above  sentence,  and 
orders  the  corporal  punishment  to  be  put  in  execution  to^ 
morrow  morning,  at  the  head  of  the  Regiment,  at  guard 
mounting ;  but  for  several  reasons  thinks  proper  to  disapprove 
of  the  latter  part  of  the  sentence. 

A  working  party,  consisting  of  nine  hundred  men,  to  be 
ordered  to-morrow  morning,  from  the  different  Brigades  and 
Regiments,  viz : 

General  Heath's :  Colonel  Leamed's,  Colonel  Bailey's, 
Colonel  Read's,  and  Colonel  Baldwin's,  to  go  to  Paulus 
Hook. 
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General  Spencer's:  Colonel  Parson's  and  Colonel  Wyl- 
ly's  to  BayariVs  Hill ;  Colonel  Huntington's  to  Red-Hook  ; 
Colonel  Arnold's  lo  Fort  Stirling ;  Colonel  Ward's,  fifty 
men  with  four  days'  provisions  lo  cut  pickets.  These 
men  to  be  provided  with  axes  this  day,  and  to  parade  to- 
morrow morning,  at  five  o'clock,  on  the  Boivling-Green. 
The  remainder  of  this  Regiment's  working  party  at  Fort 
George  ;  a  party  of  which  will  be  reserved  to  load  boats. 

Lord  Stirling's:  Colonel  I^iiron's,  Colonel  Ji ebb's,  Co- 
lonel McDouguWs,  and  Colonel  Ritzema's,  on  Governour's 
Island,  every  day  until  further  orders. 

As  there  is  great  complaint  of  officers  not  attending  pro- 
perly, tiie  Majors  of  Brigade  arc  every  evening  to  send  an 
exact  detail  of  the  number  of  officers  and  men  tiiey  furnish 
for  fatigue,  to  Colonel  Putnam,  Engineer.  They  are  always 
to  furnish  to  every  two  hundred  men  one  Field  Officer, 
three  Captains,  nine  Subalterns,  twelve  Sergeants,  and 
twelve  Corporals.  

Head- Quarters,  New-York,  May  26,  1776. 

(Parole,  Hancock.)  (Countersign,  Trumiiill.) 

"In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  iVioy  25, 1776. 
— Messi's.  John  Berrien  and  Robert  Harpur,  two  of  the 
Members  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  delivered  in  the  Report  of  flie  said  Committee,  which 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

"Committee-Chamber,  May  24,  1776. 

"  Doctor  Foster  appearing  before  the  Committee,  says 
that  information  was  given  to  General  Putnam  that  several 
persons  had  been  inoculated  at  the  house  of  one  Fisher,  in 
Stone  Street,  contrary  to  a  resolve  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony;  he,  the  examinant,  (agreeable  to  Ge- 
neral Putnam's  order,)  immediately  went  to  the  house  of 
the  above-mentioned  Fisher,  where  he  discovered  that  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Moulton,  Captain  Parks,  Doctor  Hart,  and 
Lieutenant  Brown,  had  been  inoculated  by  Doctor  Azor 
Belts. 

•'  Doctor  Azor  Belts  being  sent  for,  appeared  before  the 
Committee,  allowed  the  charge  against  him,  and  offered  in 
his  vindication  that  he  had  been  repeatedly  applied  to  by  the 
officers  of  the  Continental  Army  to  inoculate  them ;  that  he 
refused ;  but,  being  over-persuaded,  he  at  last  inoculated  the 
persons  above-mentioned. 

''Resolved,  That  Doctor  Azor  Belts  be  committed  to  the 
Jail  of  this  City,  and  be  kept  in  safe  custody  until  released 
by  the  Provincial  Congress. 

"Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  relating  to  Dr. 
Azor  Betts's  case  be  handed  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Joshua  Winter,  Secretary." 

"  Messrs.  Berrien  and  Harpur  further  inform,  that  the 
wife  of  Azor  Belts,  on  her  examination,  says,  that  Lieu- 
tenant Seymour,  from  Long-Island,  had  informed  her  that 
seven  persons  of  the  Army  (officers,  as  she  understood)  on 
Long-Island  were  taking  mercurial  preparation,  and,  as  he 
supposed,  were  inoculated  or  preparing  to  be  inoculated  for 
the  small-pox. 

"Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  Report  of  the  General 
Committee  to  this  Congress  be  delivered  to  Major-General 
Putnam;  that  he  give  such  direction  to  the  Continental 
Army,  for  preventing  the  sinall-pox  among  them  on  Long- 
Island,  as  he  may  think  necessary. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"John  McKesson,  Secretary." 

The  General  presents  his  compliments  to  the  honourable 
the  Provincial  Congress  and  General  Committee,  is  much 
obliged  to  them  for  their  care  in  endeavouring  to  prevent 
the  spreading  of  the  small-pox  (by  inoculation  or  any  other 
way)  in  this  City,  or  in  the  Continental  Army,  which  might 
prove  fatal  to  the  Army  if  allowed  of  at  this  critical  time, 
when  there  is  reason  lo  expect  they  may  soon  be  called  to 
action  ;  and  orders  that  tlie  officers  take  the  strictest  care  to 
examine  into  the  state  of  their  respective  Corps,  and  thereby 
prevent  inoculation  amongst  them,  which,  if  any  soldier 
should  presume  upon,  he  must  expect  the  severest  punish- 
ment. 

Any  officer  in  the  Continental  Army  who  shall  suffer 
himself  to  be  inoculated,  will  be  cashiered  and  turned  out 
of  the  Army,  and  have  his  name  published  in  the  Newspa- 
pers throughout  the  continent  as  an  enemy  and  traitor  to 


his  country.  Upon  the  first  appearance  of  any  eruption,  the 
officer  discovering  it  in  any  soldier  is  to  give  information  to 
the  Regimental  Surgeon,  and  the  Surgeon  make  rejwrt  of  the 
same  to  the  Director-General  of  the  Hospital. 

The  working  party  from  Colonel  JSixon's  Regiment  are 
to  be  ordered  eveiy  day  to  Long-Island,  instead  of  Gover- 
nour's Island,  as  mentioned  in  yesterday's  orders. 

The  form  of  a  Morning  Report  (which  the  Captain  of  the 
lower  barrack  guard  is  to  make  every  day  to  the  Field  Ofli- 
cer)  may  be  had  by  applying  to  any  of  the  Brigade-Majoi-s  ; 
and  it  is  expected  this  ibrm  will  be  duly  attended  to. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  27,  1776. 
(Parole.  KUUii^ly.)  (Countersign,  Pomfret.) 

Nathaniel  Stanley,  of  the  First  Company  of  Colonel 
Wylly's  Regiment,  tried  by  a  late  General  Court-Martial, 
whereof  Colonel  Ritzema  was  President,  for  "  absenting 
himself  from,  and  refusing  to  join  said  Company,  after  he 
had  received  a  month's  pay  and  blanket-money:"  The 
Court  find  tiie  prisoner  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  eighth  ar- 
ticle of  the  Continental  Rules  and  Regulations,  and  do  sen- 
tence him  to  be  whipped  thirty-nine  lashes  on  his  naked 
back,  and  be  confined  seven  days  upon  bread  and  water. 

John  Broivn,  of  Captain  Scott's  Company,  in  Colonel 
Wylly's  Regiment,  tried  by  the  above  Court-Martial,  for 
"  desertion  :"  The  Court  find  the  prisoner  guilty  of  the 
charge,  and  sentence  him  to  be  whipped  twenty  lashes  on 
his  bare  back  for  said  offence. 

The  General  approves  the  above  sentences,  and  orders 
the  execution  of  them  to-morrow  morning  at  guard  mount- 
ing. 

Captain  Harwood  is  not  to  take  any  other  men  more 
than  his  own  Company  at  present,  from  Colonel  Learned's 
Regiment,  to  serve  on  board  the  whaling-boats,  &.C.,  except 
by  the  consent  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shephard ;  whose 
consent  the  General  imagined  Captain  Hanvood  had  ob- 
tained, when  he  gave  him  the  order  this  morning. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  28,  1776. 

(Parole,  Lynn.)  (Countersign,  Saltm.) 

Colonel  Prescott's  Regiment  to  be  mustered  at  nine 
o'clock,  Thursday  morning,  on  their  Regimental  parade. 

Three  men  from  each  Regiment  in  the  three  Brigades  of 
Generals  Heath,  Spencer,  and  Lord  Stirling,  together  with 
two  Subalterns  and  two  Sergeants,  to  parade  at  General 
Putnam's  Quarters,  to-morrow  morning,  at  six  o'clock. 
These  men  are  to  be  such  as  understand  rowing. 

The  General  Court-Martial,  of  which  Colonel  Ritzema 
was  President,  is  dissolved,  and  the  officere  to  return  to  their 
ordinary  duty. 

A  Wheelwright  from  each  Regiment  in  the  three  Brigades 
above-mentioned,  to  parade  in  front  of  the  Laboratory,  at 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  receive  their  orders  from 
Mr.  Hughes,  Assistant  Quartermaster-General. 

After  Orders,  May  28,  1776. 

A  Sergeant,  Corporal,  and  twelve  men,  to  be  immediate- 
ly detached  from  the  upper  barrack  guard  to  Paulus-Hook, 
who  are  to  guard  the  works  there  and  secure  the  workintr 
tools.  This  detachment  to  be  immediately  replaced  by  a 
like  number  from  any  one  Brigade,  who  will  be  allowed 
their  quota  in  to-morrow's  detail.  From  henceforward  the 
guard  at  Paulus-Hook  are  to  take  with  them  four  days' 
provisions,  and  to  be  relieved  every  fourth  day,  commencing 
to-morrow. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  29,  1776. 
(Parole,  Chamhly.)  (Countersign,  Tliompson.) 

One  man  fi'om  each  Regiment  to  parade  to-morrow 
morning,  at  six  o'clock,  at  General  Putnam's  Quartei-s,  to 
go  on  board  the  Mijflin  armed  schooner.  These  men  are 
to  be  such  as  best  understand  the  business. 

A  reinforcement  to  be  added  to  the  upper  barrack  guard, 
of  one  Sergeant,  one  Corporal,  and  twenty-four  Privates. 
The  above  guard  is  to  furnish  four  additional  sentries  over 
the  Laboratory,  and  four  over  the  magazine  of  forage.  For 
the  placing  tliose  sentries,  and  the  orders  they  are  to  re- 
ceive, application  is  to  be  made  to  Mr.  Hughes,  Assistant 
Quartermaster-General. 

A  General  Court-Martial,  consisting  of  one  Colonel,  one 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  one  Major,  and  ten  Captains,  to  sit  to- 
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morrow  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  for  the  trial  of  all  such 
prisonei-s  as  may  be  brought  before  them. 

Colonel  Mxon,  President.  Members :  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Shephard,  Major  Wells.  Captains :  General  Heath's 
Brigade,  4  ;  Lord  Stirling's,  2  ;  General  Spencer's,  4. 

The  names  of  the  prisoners  to  be  tried,  together  with 
their  crimes,  and  evidences,  to  be  given  in  to  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate this  afternoon.  All  evidences  to  give  due  attendance 
on  the  Court. 

James  Grant,  of  Captain  Waterhouse's  Company,  in  Co- 
lonel Parsons's  Regiment,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court 
Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Ritzema  was  President,  for  "de- 
stroying his  arms,  abusing  tlie  Sergeants,  and  insolently 
affronting  his  officers,"  is  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to 
pay  for  his  arms,  and  receive  twenty  lashes  on  his  bare 
back. 

The  General  approves  of  the  sentence,  and  orders  the 
corporal  punishment  to  be  inflicted  to-morrow  morning,  at  the 
head  of  the  Regiment,  at  guard-mounting. 

Daniel  Kitts,  of  Colonel  Ward's  Regiment,  and  Captain 
Allen's  Company,  tried  at  the  above  Court-Martial,  for 
"  stealing  a  shirt."  The  General  thinks  proper  to  postpone 
his  sentence  until  further  orders. 

Joseph  Lent,  of  Colonel  McDougalVs  Regiment,  and 
Captain  Hoyt's  Company,  tried  at  the  above  Court-Mar- 
tial, for  "disobedience  of  orders  and  striking  his  command- 
ing officer,  Ensign  Young,  when  in  the  execution  of  his 
duty,"  is  found  guilty  of  disobedience  of  orders,  and  senten- 
ced to  be  confined  five  days  on  bread  and  water,  in  the 
Provost  dungeon. 

The  General  is  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  sentence  of  the 
Court  on  the  prisoner,  Joseph  Lent,  and  thinks  the  punish- 
ment so  inadequate  to  the  crime,  that  he  disapproves  of  the 
sentence.  The  General  hopes  this  hint  will  make  future 
General  Courts-Martial  more  particular  and  severe  on  the 
heinous  crime  of  a  soldier  striking,  or  attempting  to  strike, 
his  officer,  or  disobey  his  commands. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  May  30,  1776. 
(Parole,  Virginia.)  (Countersign,  Carolina.) 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  May  31,  1776. 

(Parole,  Portamouth.)  (Countersign,  Georgia.) 

The  Provost-Marshal  to  make  a  report  in  writing,  every 
morning  at  Head-Quarters,of  the  prisoners  he  has  in  charge, 
specifying  their  names,  regiments,  companies,  by  whom 
confined,  crimes,  number  of  nights  confined,  tried  or  not 
tried. 

Edmund  Britt,  of  Captain  Butler's  Company,  and  Colo- 
nel Nixon's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  General  Court-Martial 
whereof  Colonel  Nixon  is  President,  for  "  desertion,"  is 
found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  receive  thirty-nine  lashes. 

Ahimaas  Sherwin,  of  Captain  Butler's  Company,  and 
Colonel  Nixon's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  Court-Mar- 
tial, for  "  desertion,"  is  also  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to 
receive  thirty-nine  lashes. 

The  General  approves  of  the  sentence  on  the  above  two 
prisoners,  and  orders  it  to  be  put  in  execution  to-morrow 
morning,  at  guard  mounting. 

After  Orders,  May  31,  1776. 

General  Washington  has  written  to  General  Putnam,  de- 
siring him,  in  the  most  pressingterms,  to  give  positive  orders 
to  all  the  Colonels  to  have  colours  immediately  completed 
for  their  respective  Regiments. 


ELIAS    BAYLEY    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

In  Committee  for  the  District  of  Jamaica,  > 
May  31,  1776.      5 

Gentlemen  :  In  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  Provincial 
Congress  respecting  the  returning  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  o(  New- York  who  left  the  same  since  the  1st  of  June 
last,  this  Committee  gave  personal  notice  to  all  such  persons 
as  had  moved  into  this  District,  requesting  them  to  comply 
with  the  said  resolve,  limiting  them  to  what  this  Committee 
thought  a  reasonable  time  for  the  same ;  and,  as  many  of 
them,  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  time  limited,  had  not 
satisfied  this  Committee  of  their  leave  of  absence  from  the 
said  city ;  therefore,  we  send  such  of  those  persons  down  to 
the  city  as  we  can  get,  the  others  keeping  themselves  con- 


cealed.    But  before  this  method  was  taken,  publick  notice 
was  again   given   by  advertisements,   requesting   them  to 
satisfy  this  Committee  of  the  reasons  of  their  non-com- 
pliance; which  they  have  not  done. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Elias  Bayley,  Chairman. 

P.  S.  This  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  John  Living- 
ston, Jun.,  ought  to  be  kept  in  custody  till  he  produces  one 
Smith,  his  hostler,  who  is  kept  secreted  by  Livingston's 
family. 


SAMUEL    BREWSTER    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

In  Committee,  New- Windsor,  May  31,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  this  day  ordered  back  to  tlie 
city  of  New- York  a  certain  Isaac  De  Witt,  who  lately 
came  here  without  a  certificate  from  his  Colonel  or  com- 
manding officer,  as  directed  by  the  Congress.  We  find, 
on  examination,  that  he  is  a  person  who  may  well  be 
suspected  as  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  his  country,  never 
having  signed  the  General  Association  ;  and  his  coming  here 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  (of  which  he  did  not 
pretend  ignorance,)  confirm  this  opinion.  He  goes  back 
under  the  care  of  Lieutenant  Anthony,  of  the  New-York 
Militia. 

There  are  some  persons  in  this  District  whom  (though  they 
have  signed  the  General  A.ssociation)  we  have  great  reason 
to  suspect  as  unfriendly  to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  America ; 
and  as  we  have  no  reason  to  expect  any  aid  from  those 
persons,  it  would,  we  conceive,  be  prudent  to  put  it  out  of 
their  power  to  injure  us  by  leaving  them  possessed  of  arms 
which  we  much  want,  and  they  may  use  against  us  when 
most  needed.  We  wish,  therefore,  to  know  whether  the 
resolve  for  disarming  suspected  persons  in  the  city  and  ad- 
ministering a  certain  test  to  them  extends  to  the  Province 
at  large,  and  who  are  vested  with  power  of  executing  the 
same. 

It  gives  us  pain  to  find  any  person  counteracting  the 
orders  of  Congress,  and  more  especially  so  when  it  happens 
with  those  who  profess  friendship  to  the  common  cause. 
This  has  lately  been  the  case  with  a  certain  Mrs.  Lawrence, 
wife  of  Captain  Jonathan  Lawrence,  who  is  a  Commis- 
sioner under  Congress  at  Fort  Constitution,  and  his  son  a 
Clerk  there  ;  both  in  the  pay  of  the  Continent.  Mrs.  Law- 
rence, eariy  in  the  spring,  settled  in  this  Precinct,  opened  a 
shop  here,  then,  knowingly  contrary  to  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress, has  retailed  Bohea  tea  at  eight  shillings  per  pound ; 
and,  to  evade  the  resolve  in  that  respect,  pretends  to  sell  her 
tea  at  six  shillings  per  pound,  but  will  not  let  tlie  purchaser 
have  the  tea  unless  he  takes  a  paper  bag  to  put  it  in  at  two 
shillings,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  lesser  quantity. 
There  is  something  so  disingenuous  in  this  kind  of  conduct, 
that  we  view  it  in  a  worse  light  than  an  open  violation  of  the 
rule. 

Upon  having  this  complaint  laid  before  us,  we  thought 
proper  to  depute  one  of  our  members  to  wait  on  Mrs.  Lau;- 
rence,  (in  tenderness  for  her  sex,)  and  treat  with  her  on  this 
matter,  by  letting  her  know  that,  if  she  would  desist  from 
her  present  conduct  in  that  particular,  return  the  money 
extorted  to  the  persons  from  whom  she  received  it,  and  sell 
her  tea  at  the  price  fixed  by  Congress,  in  that  case  we 
would  make  matters  as  easy  as  we  consistently  could.  But 
she  has  refused  to  comply  with  this  reasonable  and  indul- 
gent proposal ;  and  the  remainder  of  her  tea  has  (as  we 
are  informed  since)  been  removed  to  Fort  Constitution, 
under  the  care  of  her  husband  and  son,  which  has  much 
disgusted  the  inhabitants,  as  they  conceive  it  as  a  kind  of 
insult  to  have  that  fortress  made  an  asylum  for  that  useless 
herb  and  the  illegal  venders  of  it.  We  thought  it  proper, 
as  also  being  in  duty  bound,  to  inform  you  of  this  matter, 
that  what  is  right  may  be  done  therein,  and  in  future  the 
resol  ve  of  Congress  may  not  be  violated  or  evaded  in  this 
manner  for  want  of  punishing  those  who  have  already 
transgressed. 

We  have  the  honour,  gentlemen,  to  be,  with  all  due  es- 
teem, your  most  obedient,  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Samuel  Brewster,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony 

of  New-  York. 
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GENERAL    SCHITI'LER    TO    PRKSIDENT    OK    CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  6,  1776.    Referred  to  Mr.  S-hcrman,  Mr.  Wjihe,  Mr.  Ser- 
geant, Mr.  F.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Gwinnet] 

Fort  George,  Ma>  31,  1776 — 10  in  the  evening. 

Sir:  At  cicht  this  evening  I  was  honoured  with  your 
despatclies  of  the  24th  instant.  I  have  aheady  prepared 
my  letter  for  General  Thomas,  which,  witli  copies  of  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  and  the  money  you  sent,  will  go  off 
at  daybreak  to-morrow  morning. 

The  resolutions  of  Congress  have  given  me  new  life,  al- 
though I  by  no  means  desponded  at  the  unlucky  accidents 
which  have  lately  occurred  in  Canada.  I  have  been  long 
and  deeply  impressed  with  a  just  sense  of  the  importance 
of  maintaining  our  ground  in  Canada.  It  was,  therefore,  a 
most  pleasing  circumstance  to  me  to  see  General  Thomp- 
son's brigade  followed  by  that  of  General  Sullivan.  If  pos- 
sible, I  wish  to  see  another  succeed  the  last.  I  have  thought 
it  prudent  to  prepare  for  its  conveyance  across  the  lakes, 
having  built,  since  General  Sullivan  left  me  on  the  24th  in- 
stant, sixty  batteaus,  which  are  now  in  this  lake;  nor  am  I 
under  any  apprehensions  of  supplying  the  Army  in  Canada 
with  provisions,  provided  it  is  sent  up  to  Albany  in  sufficient 
quantities ;  for  although  it  is  an  arduous  task,  perseverance, 
close  attention,  and  hearty  good  will,  can  surmount  a  variety 
of  obstacles. 

By  accounts  received  this  afternoon  from  officers  return- 
ing from  Canada,  I  Icar.n  that  General  Sullivan  must  have 
arrived  at  St.  Johns  this  day,  with  all  his  brigade,  except 
Colonel  Dayton's  Regiment,  which  is  still  in  Tryon  County, 
and  where,  I  find,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  oi  Al- 
bany as  well  as  mine,  that  it  is  necessary  he  should  remain 
at  least  for  the  present. 

I  enclose  you  a  return  of  provisions  sent  lately  into  Ca- 
nada. The  quantity  of  flour  is  small,  because  I  was  advised 
by  the  honourable  Commissioners  and  General  Arnold,  that 
it  could  be  procured  there ;  and  yet  the  officers  returning 
from  thence  inform  me  that  our  Army  is  in  great  straits 
for  it.  1  wish  Mr.  Price  had  complied  with  my  request,  and 
made  me  frequent  returns ;  but  I  have  unfortunately  never 
received  a  single  line  from  him  since  he  left  this  place. 

You  will  excuse  me  if  I  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  this 
date  to  my  worthy  General,  for  sundry  other  matters.  I 
assure  you  I  do  not  take  this  liberty  without  reluctance,  and 
it  does  not  arise  from  indolence ;  you  will  therefore  readily 
excuse  me  for  it. 


A  deluded  set  of  people  have  branded  me  with  a  charac- 
ter which  my  soul  abhors,  which  I  trust  my  conduct  from 
early  youth  has  given  ihe  lie  to,  and  which  it  will  continue 
to  do  in  future ;  but  that  man  is  not  worthy  of  holding  an 
honourable  station  in  the  glorious  cause  of  America  who 
does  not  sensibly  feel  and  resent  an  attack  upon  his  reputa- 
tion. In  these  sentiments  1  have  requested  my  General  for 
an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  my  conduct.  His  soul  is  above 
the  meanness  of  suspicion,  for  his  feelings  are  the  most  deli- 
cate; and  although  his  o|)inion  does  me  the  most  ample 
justice,  yet  it  is  a  natural  wish  that  my  innocence  should  be 
made  as  publick  as  the  charge  against  me,  which  has  been 
industriously  propagated,  and  ere  this  has  probably  reached 
every  quarter  of  that  country  to  the  preservation  of  which 
my  all  is  devoted.  Be  assured,  sir,  that  nothing  shall  be 
wanting  on  my  part  to  fulfil  the  views  of  Congress  in  every 
matter  committed  to  my  charge.  The  intermitting  fever 
has  left  me,  my  health  is  restored,  and  I  am  capable  of  un- 
dergoing any  fatigue.  As  soon  as  I  return  from  Skenes- 
borough,  whither  I  am  going  (o  give  directions  about  the 
gondolas,  I  shall  proceed  to  Albany,  and  employ  proper 
persons  to  purchase  whatever  I  shall  think  the  Army  may 
stand  most  in  need  of. 

The  Deputy  Commissary-General,  in  a  letterof  yesterday 's 
date,  informs  me  that  no  more  pork  is  left  at  Albany.  Our 
Army  now  in  Canada  and  on  the  communication  requires 
daily  fifty  barrels  of  pork  and  something  more  of  flour,  in- 
cluding the  extra  expenditures  ;  1  wish,  therefore,  that  a  regu- 
lar and  constant  supply  should  be  kept  up.  The  Hospital  is 
gone  into  Canada  with  a  tolerable  assortment ;  but  as  many 
of  the  sick  return  to  this  place  and  Ticonderoga,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  make  some  provision  for  them,  and  I  wish  medicines 
may  be  sent  up,  as  we  have  none  of  any  kind. 

General  Thomas  is  at  Chambly,  ill  of  the  small-pox,  and, 
as  1  am  informed,  in  rather  a  dangerous  way.  Where  Ge- 
neral Itooster  is  I  know  not ;  my  last  accounts  say  on  the 
way  to  this  country.  General  Arnold  is  gone  against  the 
Eighth  Regiment  and  Indians,  whom  he  has  obliged  to 
retreat.  I  have,  therefore,  requested  the  Commissioners  to 
open  the  letters  directed  to  General  Thomas  in  case  of  his 
death. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  every  sentiment  that  respect  and  es- 
teem inspire,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esquire,  &c.,  &c. 


Return  of  Stores  and  Provisions  received,  forwarded,  expended,  and  what  remains  in  Store,  May  31,  1776. 
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Fort  George,  May  31,  1776. 
To  the  Honourable  Philip  Schuyler,  Esq.,  Major-General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies 


James  Lamb,  A.  D.  C. 


general  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fort  George,  May  31,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  22d  instant 
was  delivered  me  last  evening.  1  learn  with  particular  satis- 
faction that  Congress  has  requested  your  attendance  to  ad- 
vise with  them  on  the  measures  necessary  to  be  adopted  for 
the  present  campaign.  I  foresee  many  salutary  consequences 
from  this  step. 

Although  I  have  transmitted  you  some  further  disagree- 
able accounts  from  Canada  since  the  date  of  your  favour,  yet 
I  hope  they  will  be  the  last.  By  a  letter  from  General 
Thompson,  I  find  he  was  ordered  to  repossess  himself  of 


Deschambault,  with  one  thousand  six  hundred  men ;  and 
that  he  was  to  leave  Sorel  (where  General  Thomas  was 
arrived)  on  the  20th.  He  laments,  however,  that  Colonel 
Greaton's  Regiment  had  been  inoculiited  for  the  small- 
pox. 

An  hour  after  I  had  despatched  my  last  of  the  28th,  thir- 
teen of  our  staunch  friends  the  Oneidas,  arrived  here,  with 
a  speech  from  the  Sachems,  informing  me  that  some  of  the 
Six  Nations  had  gone  from  Niagara  in  order  to  join  our 
enemies ;  and  that  they  were  on  their  way  to  Canada,  to 
prevent  the  defection  of  the  Canadian  tribes.  They  re- 
mained here  a  few  hours  and  then  proceeded. 
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This  morning  thirty  carpenters  left  this  to  repair  to  SJce7ies- 
borough,  by  the  way  of  Ticonderoga,  in  order  to  construct 
gondolas,  although  nothing  is  prepared  for  building  them. 
I  hope,  nevertheless,  to  finish  one  in  a  short  time,  at  least  1 
will  do  everything  in  my  power  to  complete  it  the  soonest 
possible  ;  and  for  that  purpose  I  shall  leave  this  to-morrow 
to  put  all  in  train.  Since  General  Sullivan's  departure,  I 
have  finished  sixty  batteaus ;  nor  shall  I  cease  until  I  am 
advised  by  your  Excellency  that  no  more  troops  are  coming 
this  way. 

I  wish  a  person  that  understood  the  construction  of  the 
best  gondolas  was  sent  up  express  to  me  ;  for  although  they 
should  not  be  able  to  get  down  the  falls  of  Chambly,  yet 
they  will  be  of  service  on  Lake  Champlain,  should  our  Army 
be  obliged  to  retreat.  The  vessels  we  have  there  (except 
the  Royal  Savage)  are  of  very  little  force. 

Enclose  your  Excellency  my  orders  to  Colonel  Dayton, 
his  letters,  and  other  papers,  relative  to  the  transactions  in 
Johnstown.  Mr.  Yates,  the  Secretary  o{ Indian  Affairs,  will 
transmit  you  the  speeches  of  the  Indians  and  the  answers 
to  them. 

I  am  just  informed  that  General  Thomas  has  taken  the 
small-pox.  He  is  at  Chambly,  and  in  rather  a  dangerous 
way. 

I  have  not  yet  had  any  return  from  Canada,  either  of  the 
Army,  the  provisions,  or  stores,  nor  the  least  infoimation 
from  any  officer  in  command,  of  the  disaster  that  befell  Co- 
lonel Bedel  at  the  Cedars ;  but  I  fear  it  is  too  true,  as  it 
is  confirmed  by  several  pereons  arrived  since  I  wrote  this 
letter,  who  left  Montreal  on  Sunday,  the  26th. 

I  am  informed  by  persons  of  good  credit  that  about  one 
hundred  persons,  living  on  what  are  commonly  called  the 
New- Hampshire  Grants,  have  had  a  design  to  seize  me  as 
a  Tory,  and  perhaps  still  have.  There  never  was  a  man  so 
infamously  scandalized  and  ill  treated  as  I  am  ;  and  I  hope 
Congress  will  publickly  do  me  that  justice  which  I  thank 
your  Excellency  for  having  done  me  in  your  letter  of  the 
21st,  if  that  respectable  body  is  convinced  (of  which  I  make 
no  doubt)  of  my  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  cause  of  my 
injured  country. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  ever  most  sincerely  your  Excellency's 


most  obedient,  humble  servant, 


Philip  Schuyler. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL    SCHtnfLER    TO    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    ALBANY. 

Saratoga,  May  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Mr.  Duer  is  capable  of  giving  you  some 
important  information  whh  respect  to  the  intentions  of  the 
forces  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Counties.  I  could  wish 
that  a  Secret  Committee  was  appointed  to  receive  his  intel- 
ligence. And  lest  a  delay  should  be  occasioned  in  taking 
proper  measures  to  counteract  our  enemies,  I  have  furnish- 
ed him  with  sundry  papers,  to  be  made  use  of  if  you  should 
judge  it  expedient ;  he  will  lay  them  before  the  gentlemen 
you  may  appoint  for  their  inspection,  and  if  the  measure  be 
approved,  they  may  be  sealed  and  delivered  as  directed. 

Mr.  Duer  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  concealing  the 
names  of  the  persons  who  have  given  him  and  me  the  inform- 
ation, as  the  parties  have  my  word  and  honour  for  it;  but 
he  is  ready  to  give  his  information  upon  oath  with  respect 
to  what  has  been  delivered  by  affidavit  or  otherwise. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  esteem,  your  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  ■„  c< 

rniLIP    SCHUYLER. 

GENERAL    SCHUYLER    TO    GENERAL    SULLIVAN. 

Saratoga,  May  14,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Some  time  ago  an  information  on  oath  was 
lodged  with  me  against  Sir  John  Johnson,  charging  him  with 
hostile  intentions  against  us  ;  this  has  since  been  confirmed 
by  further  information  from  persons  whom  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  name. 

Judge  Duer,  who  has  taken  one  of  the  examinations,  and 
was  present  at  another,  will  inform  you  more  particularly. 
This  has  induced  the  enclosed  order  to  Colonel  Dayton, 
whom  I  beg  you  will  detach  with  three  hundred  of  his 
most  alert  men,  to  execute  this  business,  and  to  order  the 
Commissary-General  to  furnish  him  with  six  days'  provision, 
and  carriages  to  convey  it,  and  to  prepare  to  send  more  if 
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there  should  be  occasion.  It  is  necessary  that  Sir  John 
Johnson  should  not  be  apprized  of  their  real  design,  and  I 
have  therefore  written  him  on  the  subject  of  moving  the  High- 
landers from  Tryon  County,  which  you  will  please  to  peruse, 
seal,  and  send  to  him  by  express  the  soonest  possible. 

I  am,  &c.,  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  General  Sullivan. 

GENERAL    SCHUYLER    TO    SIR    JOHN    JOHNSON. 

Fort  George,  May  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  elder  Mr.  McDonald,  a  chief  of  that  part  of 
the  clan  of  his  name  now  in  Tryon  County,  has  applied  to 
Congress  that  those  people  with  their  families  may  be  moved 
from  thence  and  subsisted.  You  will  therefore  please  to 
advise  them  to  prepare  and  be  ready  to  come  to  Johnstown 
whenever  the  troops  shall  arrive  there,  who  are  ordered  to 
conduct  them  to  Albany,  that  they  may  not  experience  any 
insult  that  might  be  offered  by  intemperate  people. 

1  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  Sir  John  Johnson,  Bart. 

GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  VOLKERT  P.  DOUW. 

Saratoga,  May  14,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Having  received  information,  supported  by 
affidavits,  that  Sir  John  Johnson,  slighting  the  engagements 
he  entered  into  with  me  last  winter,  is  making  hostile  pre- 
parations, it  is  my  duty  to  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  carry 
them  into  execution,  by  securing  his  person ;  for  which  I  have 
given  orders,  as  likewise  for  the  removal  of  the  Highlanders, 
on  request  of  their  chief,  Mr.  McDonald.  This  latter  will 
be  the  reason  given  for  the  march  of  the  troops  to  Johns- 
town, that  they  may  not  be  insulted  by  imprudent  people. 

These  intended  operations  will  make  it  indispensably  ne- 
cessary that  you  should  immediately  inform  the  Mohawks 
that  some  troops  are  going  to  Johnstown,  but  that  no  evil 
will  thence  result  to  them  ;  and  it  is  also  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  you  and  Mr.  Gates  should  move  up  with  the  troops, 
and  as  soon  as  Sir  John  is  apprehended,  inform  the  Indians, 
as  well  the  other  nations  as  the  Mohaivks,  of  the  reasons 
which  occasioned  it,  and  which  will  be  given  you  by  Mr. 
Duer,  who  took  one  of  the  affidavits,  and  who  was  present 
at  the  examination  of  another  person.  I  need  not  recom- 
mend that  the  greatest  secrecy  is  necessary,  your  own  good 
judgment  will  point  that  out. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  fee,  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  Volkert  P.  Douw,  Esq. 

GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  COLONEL  DAYTON. 

Saratoga,  May  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  General  Sullivan  will  order  you  to  proceed  to  Johns- 
town with  a  detachment  of  the  regiment  under  your  com- 
mand. On  your  arrival  there  you  will  take  up  your  quarters 
at  the  house  of  Gilbert  Tice,  inn-holder,  and  give  notice  to 
the  Highlanders  who  live  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  to  re- 
pair to  it ;  and  when  any  number  are  collected  you  will  send 
off  their  baggage,  and  infirm  women  and  children,  in  wagons, 
for  which  you  will  apply  to  the  Committee  of  the  County 
of  Tryon,  or  some  of  them.  You  will  make  an  exact  list  of 
the  men,  women  and  children,  distinguishing  those  under 
five  years  old,  and  those  from  five  and  under  twelve,  from 
those  beyond  that  age ;  copies  of  which  you  will  transmit 
me ;  you  will  give  the  strictest  order  that  no  abuse  be  given 
to  the  persons  of  these  people,  and  that  all  their  effects  be 
secured  in  such  a  manner  that  the  most  trifling  part  of  their 
property  may  not  be  destroyed. 

After  having  secured  the  Highlanders,  you  will  let  Sir 
John  Johnson  know  that  you  have  a  letter  from  me,  which 
you  are  ordered  to  deliver  to  him  in  person,  and  beg  his  at- 
tendance to  receive  it.  If  he  comes,  as  soon  as  you  have 
delivered  the  letter  and  he  has  read  it,  you  are  immediately 
to  make  him  close  prisoner,  and  carefully  guard  him,  that  he 
may  not  have  the  least  opportunity  to  escape.  When  you 
have  done  this,  you  are  to  repair  to  his  house,  taking  him 
with  you,  and  after  having  placed  proper  sentinels  to  pre- 
vent any  person  belonging  to  the  family  from  carrying  in  or 
out  papers,  you  are  to  examine  his  papers  in  his  own  pre- 
sence and  in  the  presence  of  William  Duer,  Esq.,  who  ac- 
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companies  you,  and  witli  whom  I  wish  you  to  cdhsult  when 
any  difficulty  ainses.  If  you  find  any  papers  rolating  to  any 
intended  operation  against  the  cause  of  America,  or  any  let- 
ters from  British  Governours  or  officers,  or  agents  of  the 
Ministry,  you  will  make  a  list  of  such  papers  and  letters, 
copy  wlieivof  you  will  deliver  to  Sir  John  Johnson,  and  an- 
other, together  with  such  papers  and  letters,  you  must  trans- 
mit to  me.  You  and  Mr.  Durr  will  both  give  your  words 
of  honour  that  you  will  discover  to  no  pereon  whatever  the 
contents  of  any  papers  or  letters  which  are  of  a  private  na- 
ture, and  which  do  not  affect  the  cause  of  America.  Al- 
though Sir  John  is  to  be  closely  guarded,  he  is  by  no  means 
to  experience  the  least  ill-treatment  in  his  own  person  or 
those  of  his  family;  and  you  are  to  be  particularly  careful 
that  none  of  the  men  under  your  command,  or  any  persons 
whatsoever,  destroy  or  take  away  the  most  trifling  part  of 
his  property,  except  arms  and  ammunition,  which  you  arc  to 
secure  and  bring  down  with  you  and  deliver  to  Mr.  Philip 
Rensselaer,  store-keeper,  with  a  charge  to  keep  them  sale 
until  further  orders  from  me.  In  securing  Sir  John  Johnson, 
and  in  searching  his  house,  I  wish  the  least  tumult  possible, 
and  to  that  end  you  arc  not  to  sufi'er  private  soldiers  to  en- 
ter it,  unless  by  your  immediate  order.  You  will  constantly 
keep  strong  guards  and  good  look  out,  that  you  may  not 
experience  a  surprise,  both  in  marching  to  and  whilst  you 
remain  there  ;  and  on  your  return,  having  secured  Sir  John 
Johnson  and  brought  him  to  Albany,  you  are  there  to  cause 
him  to  be  guarded  with  the  same  attention,  and  to  send  me 
notice  of  his  arrival. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  Colonel  Dayton. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER    TO    SIR    JOHN    JOHNSON. 

Saratoga,  May  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  After  candidly  scanning,  coolly  considering,  and  com- 
paring the  variety  of  infomiation  which  imputes  to  you  the 
most  hostile  intentions  against  the  country,  1  could  have 
wished,  for  the  sake  of  human  nature,  to  have  found  them 
groundless.  Unhappily  they  are  too  well  supported  by  the 
testimony  even  of  those  who  were  intrusted  with  the  secret 
of  your  intended  operations,  and  whose  remorse  has  induced 
them  to  so  full  a  discovery  as  not  to  leave  a  doubt  on  my 
mind  that  you  have  acted  contrary  to  the  sacred  engage- 
ments you  lay  under  to  me,  and  through  me  to  the  publick. 
It  is,  therefore,  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabitdnts, 
and  the  weal  of  the  country,  that  I  should  put  it  out  of  your 
power  to  embroil  it  in  domestick  confusion  ;  and  have  there- 
fore ordered  you  a  close  prisoner,  and  sent  down  to  Albany, 
to  be  thence  conveyed  to  his  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington, thereby  discharging  you  from  your  parole.  But  in- 
fluenced by,  and  acting  upon,  principles  which  will  never 
occasion  a  remorse  of  conscience,  I  have  at  the  same  time 
ordered  that  no  insult  should  be  offered  to  your  person  or 
family,  and  that  your  property  should  be  guarded  and  secured 
with  a  scrupulous  attention  ;  for,  sir,  Americans  engaged  in 
the  cause  of  liberty  remain  uninfluenced  by  the  savage  and 
brutal  example  which  has  been  given  them  by  the  British 
troops,  in  wantonly  setting  on  fire  the  buildings  of  individu- 
als, and  otherwise  destroying  their  property. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  Sir  John  Johnson. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  LADY  JOHNSON. 

Saratoga,  May  14,  1776. 

Madasi  :  Mr.  Duer,  who  is  so  good  as  to  take  charge  of 
this,  will  advise  you  of  the  pain  Sir  John^s  conduct  has 
occasioned  me,  and  how  much  I  have  been  distressed  at  the 
sad  necessity  which  obliges  me  to  secure  his  person.  He 
will  also  inform  you  how  much  I  suffered  on  his  account  last 
winter:  but  although  he  has  forgot  the  obligations  he  lies 
under  to  me,  yet  his  usage  will  be  such  as  if  he  had  not, 
for  I  am  incapable  of  prostituting  my  office  to  resentment. 
I  entreat  you,  therefore,  to  make  yourself  perfectly  easy  on 
that  head.  Should  you  choose  to  accompany  or  follow  Sir 
John,  all  the  care  and  attention  will  be  paid  you  which  is 
due  to  your  rank  and  sex ;  but  if  Sir  John  chooses  that  you 
should  remain,  an  officer's  guard  will  be  left,  if  required,  to 


prevent  any  insult  that  might  be  ofliered  by  imprudent  or 
malicious  people  to  yourself  or  your  family. 

I  am,  madam,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  Lady  Johnson. 

SIR    JOHN    JOHNSON    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Johnson-Hull,  May  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  On  my  return  from  Fort  Hunter  yesterday,  I  re- 
ceived your  letter  by  express,  acquainting  me  that  the  elder 
Mr.  McDonald  had  desired  to  have  all  the  clan  of  his  name 
in  the  County  of  Tryon,  removed  and  subsisted.  I  know 
none  of  that  clan  but  such  as  are  my  tenants,  and  have 
been  for  near  two  years  supported  by  me  with  every  neces- 
sary, by  which  means  they  have  contracted  a  debt  of  near 
two  thousand  pounds,  which  they  are  in  a  likely  way  to  dis- 
charge, if  left  in  peace.  As  they  are  under  no  obligations 
to  Mr.  McDonald,  they  refuse  to  comply  with  his  extraordi- 
nary request ;  therefore  beg  there  may  be  no  troops  sent  to 
conduct  them  to  Albany,  otherwise  they  will  look  upon  it  as 
a  total  breach  of  the  treaty  agreed  to  at  Johnstown.  Mrs. 
McDonald  showed  me  a  letter  liom  her  husband,  written  since 
he  applied  to  the  Congress  for  leave  to  return  to  their  fami- 
lies, in  which  he  mentions  that  he  was  told  by  the  Congress 
that  it  depended  entirely  upon  you ;  he  then  desired  that 
their  families  might  be  brought  down  to  them,  but  never 
mentioned  anything  with  regard  to  moving  my  tenants  from 
hence,  as  mattere  he  had  no  right  to  treat  of.  Mrs.  Mc- 
Donald requested  that  I  would  inform  you  that  neither  her- 
self nor  any  of  the  other  families,  would  choose  to  go  down. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Johnson. 
To  Philip  Schuyler,  Esquire. 


COLONEL    DAYTON    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Johnstown,  May  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  arrived  here  on  Sunday  last,  with  a  party  of  about 
three  hundred  men  under  my  command.  In  consequence  of 
your  orders,  delivered  to  me  by  General  Sullivan,  immedi- 
ately on  my  arrival  I  sent  Major  Barber  with  a  letter  to 
Sir  John  Johnson,  desiring  him  to  acquaint  me  at  what  time 
the  Highlanders  would  be  assembled  at  Johnstown,  that  1 
might  escort  them  to  Albany,  agreeable  to  your  letter  by 
express. 

Major  Barber  was  informed  by  Lady  Johnson  that  Sir 
John  had  received  your  letter,  in  consequence  of  which  he 
had  assembled  the  Highlanders,  who  said  that  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald had  no  right  to  make  any  application  to  Congress 
on  their  account,  and  that  they  were  determined  not  to  sur- 
render themselves  ;  and  that  Sir  John  had  resolved  to  retire 
with  these  people  into  the  woods.  She  insinuated,  that  if 
our  people  pursued  them,  they  were  resolved  to  defend  them- 
selves, and  that  they  were  not  altogether  unprepared. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  in  town,  several  warriors  of  the 
Mohawk  nation  passed  by  our  tents,  on  their  way  to  John- 
son-Hall, painted  and  armed  according  to  their  manner 
when  they  go  to  war.  In  consequence  of  this,  I  thought 
it  proper  to  defer  my  operations  until  Mr.  Dome  and  Mr. 
Yates  retired  from  Foi-t  Hunter,  that  I  might  know  in  what 
light  the  march  of  our  troops  was  considered  by  the  Mo- 
hatcks.  On  the  return  of  those  gentlemen,  they  informed 
me  that  the  warriors  were  much  dissatisfied  with  the  march 
of  our  troops,  and  that  their  countenances  threatened  the 
most  hostile  intentions ;  but  that  the  sachems  seemed  dis-  ' 
satisfied,  and  promised  to  meet  me  at  Johnstotvn  about  ten, 
the  next  day.  I  must  refer  you  to  Mr.  Caldwell  for  the 
particulare  of  this  conference  with  the  Indians,  which  did 
not  end  until  Tuesday  afternoon.  I  flatter  myself  you  will 
approve  of  my  conduct  in  this  matter.  Mr.  Douw  and  Mr. 
Yates  will,  of  course,  conmiunicate  to  you  everything  relative 
to  this  negotiation. 

If  we  may  give  credit  to  the  intelligence  we  have  received, 
Sir  John,  with  upwards  of  three  hundred  persons,  several  of 
whom  are  said  to  be  armed,  attempted  on  Tuesday  morning 
to  make  his  escape  through  the  woods  to  Canada.  I  ima- 
gine, for  my  own  part,  it  is  more  probable  that,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  some  Indian  guides,  he  may  attempt  to  make  his 
escape  to  ^Niagara,  and  I  have  taken  every  possible  precau- 
tion to  prevent  his  escaping  by  that  communication.     With 
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respect  to  the  Canada  route,  I  conceive,  sir,  that  yourself 
will  be  the  most  proper  person  to  prevent  the  success  of 
such  a  measure.  Lest  the  intelligence  I  have  received  should 
prove  false,  and  Sir  John  and  party  should  still  he  lurking 
in  the  woods,  I  have  thought  it  advisable,  with  the  advice 
of  several  members  of  the  Committee  of  the  Mohau-lc  Dis- 
trict, and  of  Mr.  Dtier,  to  take  possession  of  Johnson-Ilall, 
in  order  to  cut  off  the  communication  of  provisions  and  in- 
telligence from  that  quarter  to  Sir  John's  party. 

1  have  published  a  proclamation,  requiring  the  wives  and 
parents  of  those  persons  who  have  fled  from  their  habita- 
tions, to  repair  to  Johnsioicn,  &c.,  a  copy  of  which  Mr.  Cald- 
well will  present  you  with.  You  may  be  assured  tliat  I 
have  already  pursued,  and  shall  still  continue  to  do  so,  every 
measure  which  may  tend  to  execute  your  orders,  and  pre- 
vent the  wicked  designs  of  our  enemies  in  this  quarter.  As 
Mr.  Caldwell,  the  Chaplain  of  ray  regiment,  has  been  privy 
and  very  serviceable  in  all  my  negotiations,  1  thought  it 
proper  that  he  should  wait  on  you,  to  give  you  a  detail  of 
our  situation  here. 

If  you  think  it  proper  that  we  should  stay  here  till  we 
have  obliged  the  Highlanders  to  come  in,  (in  case  they  are 
still  lurking  in  the  woods,)  or  until  other  troops  can  be  sent 
to  take  possession  of  this  place,  you  will  oblige  nie  in 
ordering  Mr.  Caldwell  to  join  me  with  all  despatch,  as  Mr. 
Duer  says  ho  will  soon  be  under  a  necessity  of  going  to 
New-York.  In  case  you  should  think  it  advisable  for  my 
regiment  to  stay  here  any  time,  we  shall  have  occasion  for 
a  further  supply  of  provisions  from  Albany,  unless  you  can 
put  us  in  some  way  of  procuring  it  in  this  country. 

For  my  own  part,  I  see  so  plainly  the  bad  consequences 
which  may  accrue  from  a  neglect  of  vigorous  measures  in 
this  quarter,  that  I  am  in  hopes  the  Congress  will  think  it 
proper  to  station  a  parcel  of  men  here  during  the  next  sea- 
son. Publick  buildings  in  this  town  would,  with  a  little 
expense,  be  made  very  defensible.  I  mention  this  with  all 
submission  to  j'our  better  judgment.  I  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  inform  you  of  everything  which  deserves  your  atten- 
tion during  my  stay  here ;  and  I  am,  in  the  meantime,  with 
tlie  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Elias  Dayton. 
To  General  Philip  Schuyler. 

GENERAL,    SCHUYLER   TO    COLONEL    DAYTON. 

Fort  George,  May  22,  177G. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  requested  the  Committees  of  Albany 
and  Tryon  jointly  to  take  such  measures  effectually  to  se- 
cure the  country  against  the  infernal  machinations  of  the 
Tories,  as  shall  appear  to  them  most  expedient ;  and  it  is 
the  orders  of  Congress  that  the  military  should  give  aid  to 
the  civil  wherever  required :  you  will  please  to  afford  them 
whatever  you  can  with  the  troops  under  your  command. 

I  have  suggested  to  the  Secret  Committee  the  necessity 
of  ousting  every  Tory  in  Tryon  County ;  I  hope  they  will 
come  into  it,  and  call  upon  you.  I  need  not  suggest  to  a 
gentleman  of  your  good  sense,  the  necessity  of  attention  and 
vigilance,  and  that  regard  for  humanity  which  I  trust  will 
always  characterize  the  friends  of  liberty  in  America. 

I  am,  dear  Colonel,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  Colonel  Elias  Dayton. 

GENERAL    SCHUYLER    TO    W.VLTER    LIVINGSTON. 

Fort  George,  May  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  By  General  Sullivan,  who  arrived  last  night, 
I  was  favoured  with  both  your  letters  of  the  20lh  instant. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  having  taken  prudent  mea- 
sures to  prevent  the  evils  that  might  be  occasioned  by  the 
scandalous  and  false  reports  propagated  to  prejudice  your 
respectable  body  and  myself  with  the  publick.  We  must 
bear  with  the  caprice,  jealousy  and  envy  of  our  misguided 
friends,  and  pity  them.  Our  Tory  enemies  we  must  watch 
with  care  and  circumspection,  and  convince  our  countrymen 
by  our  actions,  that  we  are  true  sons  of  liberty.  I  have  some 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Tories  are  not  the  only  ones 
that  have  been  assiduous  in  propagating  this  story.  In  the 
district  you  mention  are  some  pereons  who  applied  for  offi- 
ces, which  neither  the  Committee  nor  I  could  confer.  This 
disap])ointment  chagrins  them,  and,  I  believe,  they  have  occa- 
sioned the  report. 


I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Trumbull  for  the  step  he  has 
taken.  It  is  something  singular  that  at  the  very  time  1 
was  sending  troops  to  apprehend  Tories,  to'^vlioni  I  am  so 
obnoxious  that  they  would  not  hesitate  to  assassinate  me, 
the  country  below  should  be  arming  against  me  as  a  Tory. 
I  am  extremely  sorry  that  the  bird  is  flown  ;  however,  I 
hope  still  to  see  him  in  custody,  unless  he  should  have  es- 
caped to  the  westward.  I  am  perfectly  in  sentiment  with 
you,  that  the  most  vigorous  measures  ought  to  be  pursued 
against  Sir  John  Johnson  and  his  infernal  associates ;  and  I 
therefore  wish  that  a  considerable  sub-Committee  of  the 
Con\mittee  of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  w  as  sent  into 
Tryon  County,  to  join  the  Committee  of  that  County,  and 
to  ftill  upon  the  most  effectual  measures  to  secure  the  coun- 
try. To  prevent  the  necessity  of  sending  to  me,  should  you 
adopt  what  I  recommend,  and  need  the  aid  of  troops,  I 
enclose  you  an  order  to  Colonel  Dayton.  The  two  compa- 
nies in  Tryon  County  raised  there,  you  will  also  dispose  of 
as  you  think  best  for  the  publick  service. 

1  have  sent  scouting  parties  from  this  and  Ticonderoga  to 
the  westward.  Should  Sir  Joh7i  and  his  crew  be  gone  that 
way  to  Canada,  he  will  in  all  probability  fall  into  our  hands, 
as  1  shall  immediately  convey  the  intelligence.  If  the  High- 
landers are  really  gone  off  armed.  Sir  John  and  the  McDo- 
nalds have  been  guilty  of  a  fraud,  in  not  delivering  up  their 
arms  last  winter ;  and  I  must  beg  of  you  to  signify  it  to  the 
Congress,  that  the  McDonalds  may  be  closely  confined. 

Would  it  not  be  best  to  have  all  the  Tories  in  Tryon 
County  brought  away  ? 

I  am,  gentlemen,  most  sincerely,  your  obedient,  humble 

servant,  r,  r, 

'  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  Walter  Livingston,  Esq.,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Secret 
Committee. 

COLONEL  DAYTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Johnston,  May  24,  1776—3  o'clock  P.  M. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  you  a  deposition  which  I  have  taken  since 
I  sent  to  you  by  express,  and  have  annexed  the  testimony 
of  another  person,  which  tends  to  confirm  the  former. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  with  much  respect, 

Elias  Dayton. 

To  General  Philip  Schuyler. 

Depositions  taken  before  William  Duer,  May  23,  1776. 

James  Billington,  of  Stone  Arabia,  being  duly  sworn  on 
the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty  God,  made  oath,  that  on 
the  23d  day  of  iViay,  1776,  he  was  informed  by  Bartholo- 
mew Shaver,  a  Sergeant  in  Colonel  Cleek's  Regiment,  that 
he  was  sent  up  as  an  express  with  a  letter  to  Colonel  Her- 
kimer;  that  he  (Colonel  Herkimer,)  had  sent  an  express 
to  stop  the  batteaus  belonging  to  the  Indian  traders  at  the 
carrying-place  at  Fort  Stanwix ;  that  the  express,  on  his 
return,  was  met  by  an  Oneida  Indian,  who  asked  him  what 
his  business  was  upwards ;  that  he  informed  the  Indian  it 
was  to  stop  the  boats  at  the  carrying-place,  but  that  they 
refused  to  stop ;  on  which  the  Indian  informed  him  that  he 
was  not  surprised,  that  these  boats  were  intended  for  Sir  John 
Johnson,  whom  they  were  to  wait  for  at  the  Oneida  Lake. 
And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

James  Billington. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  24tli  day  of  May,  1776. 

William  Duer. 

A  person  who  came  from  Fort  Stamoix  told  the  Com- 
mittee oiKingsland  District,  in  presence  of  Mr.  Vandusen, 
that  Mr.  EUvie  had  told  one  John  Roof,  wagoner  of  Fort 
Stanwix,  that  his  boats  were  either  to  stop  at  Osieego,  or 
at  the  other  end  of  the  Oneida  Lake,  Mr.  Vandusen  does 
not  well  recollect  at  which  of  these  places  the  man  said. 

The  above  testimony  given  in  my  presence  May  23, 1776. 

William  Duer. 

The  Committee  of  German  Flats  District  have  received 
information  that  a  road  was  marked  from  Johnson-Hall  to 
Fort  Brewington,  on  the  Oneida  Lake. 

colonel    DAYTON    TO    GENERAL   SCHUYLER. 

Johnson,  May  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  In  my  letter  sent  yesterday  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cald- 
well, informed  you  of  my  intention  of  possessing  Johnson- 
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Hall;  a  guard  and  sentries  are  so  placed  as  to  intercept 
effectually  any  communication  with  any  part  of  the  country. 
Previous  to  this,  I  sent  an  officer  with  a  letter  to  Lady  John- 
son, informing  her  of  my  design,  and  requesting  all  the  keys, 
in  order  to  examine  Sir  John's  papei-s.  Colonel  li'hitc,  I\la- 
jor  Barber,  and  myself,  waited  ujwn  her  shortly  after.  She 
immediately  produced  all  the  keys,  with  a  considerable 
number  of  papers.  The  letters  were  carefully  perused  in 
presence  of  herself,  and  a  few  selected,  copies  of  which  I 
transmit  you  by  this  express,  retaining  the  originals  in  my 
own  hands  until  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  or  con- 
veying them  more  safely  to  you.  The  house  also  was  exa- 
mined in  every  part.  Since  Mr.  Caldwell  left  this  place,  I 
am  more  assured  that  S'lv  John,  with  his  party,  marched  from 
these  settlements  on  Monday  last  for  Niagara  or  Canada. 
Lady  Johnson  assures  me  he  is  on  liis  road  to  Niagara,  and 
that  we  shall  soon  hear  where  he  is.  As  the  guards  and 
sentries  round  the  Hall  must  increase  the  pain  of  her  situa- 
tion, I  have  requested  her  to  remove  to  Albany,  where,  as  I 
understand,  she  has  several  friends.  To  this  she  seems 
averse,  but  for  what  reason  I  know  not ;  and  1  would  there- 
fore be  glad  to  receive  your  dii-ection  on  this  head  also. 

In  consequence  of  an  express  despatched  Colonel  Her- 
kimer, I  understand  he  has  collected  his  Militia,  in  order  to 
prevent  Sir  John's  escaping  through  tiiat  part  of  the  coun- 
try. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  very  humble  servant, 

Elias  Dayton. 
To  General  Philip  Schuyler. 

GENERAL    SCHUYLER   TO    COLONEL    DAYTON. 

Fort  George,  May  25,  1776—11  o'clock  A.  M. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  was  just  now  de- 
livered me ;  that  by  Mr.  Caldwell  is  not  come  to  hand. 
The  declarations  of  Lady  Johnson,  that  Sir  John  is  gone  to 
Niagara,  and  that  we  shall  soon  hear  where  he  is,  induces 
me  to  believe  that  he  will  be  joined  by  a  party  from  Niagara, 
perhaps  at  Oswego,  under  Major  Hamilton,  of  which  I  had 
a  hint  in  a  letter  from  Canada,  which  arrived  about  twelve 
last  night.  I  therefore  think  it  advisable  that  Lady  Johnson 
should  be  moved  to  Albany  without  delay,  in  the  most  easy 
and  commodious  manner  to  her.  You  will  also  move  all 
the  Highlanders  and  their  families  to  that  place ;  this  done, 
you  will  post  yourself  in  the  most  advantageous  place  on 
the  Mohawk  River,  to  secure  that  part  of  the  country  and 
awe  the  enemy ;  and  remain  there  until  further  orders,  ad- 
vising me  of  the  place.  It  may  be  necessary  to  remove  all 
the  Tories  out  of  Tryon  County ;  on  this  you  will  advise 
with  the  Committees  of  Tryon  and  Albany,  as  well  as  on  the 
most  eligible  place  for  you  to  occupy.  Should  Sir  John  fall 
into  your  hands,  you  will  send  him  down  under  such  a  guard 
as  that  there  may  be  no  danger  of  a  rescue. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  Colonel  Elias  Dayton. 

GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  COLONEL  DAYTON. 

Fort  George,  May  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last,  which  was  of  the  25th  instant,  by 
Mr.  Fonda,  I  am  favoured  with  yours  sent  by  Mr.  Caldwell 
to  Albany,  and  this  day  delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  Yates. 

I  am  perfecdy  happy  that  your  operations  in  Tryon 
County  have  been  conducted  with  that  prudence  which 
distinguishes  the  officer  and  the  man  of  sense.  From  a  con- 
viction that  these  qualities  were  happily  combined  in  you,  I 
expected  what  I  have  experienced. 

I  am  favoured  with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Caldwell,  in  which 
he  suggests  the  propriety  of  suffering  such  Highlanders  to 
remain  at  their  habitations  as  have  not  fled.  I  enter  fully 
into  his  idea ;  but  prudence  dictates  that  this  should  be  done 
under  certain  restrictions.  These  people  have  been  taught 
to  consider  us  in  politicks  in  the  same  light  that  Papists 
consider  Protestants  in  a  religious  relation,  viz:  that  no  faith 
is  to  be  kept  with  either.  I  do  not,  therefore,  think  it  pru- 
dent to  suffer  any  of  the  men  to  remain,  unless  a  competent 
number  of  hostages  are  given,  at  least  five  out  of  a  hundred, 
on  condition  of  being  put  to  death  if  those  that  remain  should 
take  up  arms,  or  in  anywise  assist  the  enemies  of  our  coun- 
try. A  small  body  of  troops,  as  Mr.  Caldwell  observes, 
may  keep  them  in  awe ;  but  if  an  equal  body  of  the  enemy 


should  appear,  the  balance  as  to  numbers,  by  the  junction 
of  those  left,  would  be  against  us.  I  am,  however,  so  well 
aware  of  the  absurdity  of  judging  with  precision  in  these 
matters  at  the  distance  we  are  from  one  another,  that  pru- 
dence obliges  me  to  leave  these  matters  to  your  judgment, 
to  act  as  circumstances  may  occur.  Notwiihstiuiding  the 
orders  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  25lh  instant,  when  I 
directed  in  the  letter  above  quoted  to  post  yourself  in  the 
most  advantageous  place  on  the  Mohawk  River,  I  did  not 
mean  to  confine  you  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  that  expres- 
sion being  used  frequently  for  all  that  country  which  lies 
west  of  Schenectady.  I  mention  this,  lest  you  should  take 
it  in  its  literal  sense. 

I  am  so  perfectly  in  sentiment  with  you  on  the  necessity 
of  keeping  a  force  in  that  part  of  the  country,  that  I  have 
already  advised  his  Excellency  General  Washington  of  my 
orders  for  you  to  remain  there,  and  prayed  to  know  his 
pleasure. 

The  scouts  I  have  had  out  from  hence  for  several  days 
past  are  returned.  By  the  report  of  the  officer,  he  has  been 
careful  and  diligent,  but  cannot  discover  anything  of  Sir 
John  or  his  party,  although  he  has  been  twelve  miles  above 
Sacandaga. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  -n  o 

'  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  Colonel  Elias  Dayton. 

GENERAL    SCHUYLER    TO    WALTER    LIVINGSTON. 

Fort  George,  May  27,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  was  yesterday  honoured  with  your  favour 
of  the  23d.  You  were  perfectly  right  to  open  Sir  John 
Johnson's  letter.  I  wish,  for  the  sake  of  human  nature,  that 
he  had  acted  more  becoming  its  dignity.  He  has  stamped 
himself  with  infamy. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  letter  to 
Colonel  Dayton,  that  I  have  ordered  him  to  remain  in  Tryon 
County.  He  will  not  be  moved  from  thence  unless  by  Gene- 
ral Washington's  orders,  or  unless  you  may  think  his  stay 
unnecessary,  which  I  hope  may  be  the  case  soon,  that  he 
may  join  his  brigade  in  Canada,  where  I  wish  to  see  our 
field  as  respectable  as  possible. 

I  am,  with  great  tmth,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  ser- 
vant, r>  c 

'  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  Walter  Livingston,  Esquire,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Committee. 

GENERAL    SCHUYLER   TO   THE    COMMITTEE    OF    ALBANY. 

Fort  George,  May  27,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  25th 
instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  Committee  of  Tryon's  to 
you,  of  the  21st  instant,  Douw's  note  desiring  your  advice 
on  the  former,  and  yours  of  the  25th  to  the  Committee  of 
Ti-yon  in  consequence  thereof. 

Your  advice  to  let  them  pass  with  such  merchandise  as 
is  manifestly  intended  for  trade  with  the  Indians,  was  ex- 
tremely proper  for  you  to  give,  under  the  information  you 
had,  as  it  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  upper  nations  to 
say  that  we  meant  to  have  no  intercourse  with  them ;  but 
since  some  of  them  have  actually  joined  the  King's  troops 
above  Montreal,  I  do  not  now  think  it  prudent  that  any 
batteaus  should  be  permitted  to  pass  Fort  Stamoix,  unless 
such  as  are  designed  to  trade  with  the  Six  Nations ;  besides, 
we  may  excuse  oureelves  to  the  Indians  on  the  breach  of 
promise  that  those  traders  have  been  guilty  of,  and  inform 
them  that  they  had  very  little  intended  for  them. 

I  wish,  therefore,  that  my  sentiments  should  be  conveyed 
to  the  Committee  of  Tryon  the  soonest  possible,  unless  you 
and  Mr.  Douw  should  think  them  imprudent,  and  tending  to 
the  detriment  of  the  service. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  o  c 

'  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  the  Committee  ol Albany. 

Gentlemen  :  Since  writing  you  on  the  other  side,  I  have 
received  the  enclosed,  by  which  you  will  perceive  the  neces- 
sity of  stopping  all  such  batteaus  as  were  designed  for  the 
upper  country ;  and  1  beg  you  will  send  by  express  to  the 
Committee  of  Tryon  County,  and  to  Colonel  Dayton. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  our  Militia  should  be  put 
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on  a  better  footing,  and  brought  to  some  discipline.  I  pray 
God  this  may  not  be  neglected  until  it  is  too  late  to  repent 
of  the  neglect. 

I  am,  with  every  respectful  and  friendly  wish,  gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuylek. 


GENERAL    ARNOLD    TO    GENERAL    GATES. 

Chambly,  May  31,  1776. 

My  DEAR  General:  I  am  a  thousand  limes  obliged  to 
you  for  your  kind  letter  of  the  3d  oi  April,  of  which  I  have 
a  most  grateful  sense.  I  shall  be  ever  happy  in  your  friend- 
ship and  society;  and  hope,  with  you,  that  our  next  winter- 
quarters  will  be  more  agreeable,  though  I  must  doubt  it  if 
affairs  go  as  ill  with  you  as  here.  Neglected  by  Congress 
below;  pinched  with  every  want  here;  distressed  with  the 
small-pox  ;  want  of  Generals  and  discipline  in  our  Army, 
which  may  rather  be  called  a  great  rabble ;  our  late  unhappy 
retreat  from  Quebeck,  and  loss  of  the  Cedars ;  our  credit 
and  reputation  lost,  and  great  part  of  the  country ;  and  a 
powerful  foreign  enemy  advancing  upon  us, — are  so  many 
difficulties  we  cannot  surmount  them.  My  whole  thoughts 
are  now  bent  on  making  a  safe  retreat  out  of  this  country ; 
however,  I  hope  we  shall  not  be  obliged  to  leave  it  until 
we  have  had  one  bout  more  for  the  honour  of  America.  I 
think  we  can  make  a  stand  at  Isk-aux-Noix,  and  keep  the 
lake  this  summer  from  an  invasion  that  way.  We  have 
little  to  fear;  but  I  am  heartily  chagrined  to  think  we  have 
lost  in  one  month  all  the  immortal  Montgomery  was  a  whole 
campaign  in  gaining,  together  with  our  credit,  and  many 
men  and  an  amazing  sum  of  money.  The  Commissioners 
this  day  leave  us,  as  our  good  fortune  has  long  since ;  but 
as  Miss,  like  most  other  Misses,  is  fickle,  and  oi'ten  changes, 
1  still  hope  for  her  favours  again ;  and  that  we  shall  have 
the  pleasure  of  dying  or  living  happy  together. 

In  every  vicissitude  of  fortune,  believe  me,  with  great 
esteem  and  friendship,  my  dear  General,  your  obedient  and 

humble  servant,  „  . 

isENEDiCT  Arnold. 

To  General  Gates. 

P.  S.  For  particulare  respecting  us  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  the  honourable  Commissioners.  B.  A. 


NEWBURYPORT,    (eSSEX    COUNTY,)    MASSACHUSETTS. 

Newburyport,  May  31,  1776. 

Voted,  That  if  the  honourable  Congress  should,  for  the 
safety  of  the  Colonies,  declare  them  independent  of  Great 
Britain,  this  Town  will,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  sup- 
port them  in  the  measure. 

STOCKBRIDGE,    (BERKSHIRE    COUNTY,)    MASSACHUSETTS. 

At  a  legal  Town-meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Stockhridge,  at  the  Meeting-House  in  said  Town,  for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  a  person  to  represent  them  in  the  Great 
and  General  Court  or  Assembly : 

Voted,  That  it  is  the  mind  of  this  meeting,  should  the 
great  and  important  question  of  the  Independency  of  the 
United  Colonies  of  Great  Britain  be  discussed  in  the  Great 
and  General  Court  or  Assembly,  that  he  give  his  vote  for 
the  affirmative. 

PITTSFIELD,    (BERKSHIRE    COUNTY,)    MASSACHUSETTS. 

Instructions  from  the  Town  of  Pittsfield  to  their  Re- 
presentative, Mr.  Valentine  Rathbun,  for  Indepen- 
dence, 

You  shall,  on  no  pretence  whatever,  favour  a  union  with 
Great  Britain,  as  to  our  becoming  in  any  sense  dependant 
on  her  ever  hereafter ;  and  use  your  influence  with  the  ho- 
nourable House  to  notify  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress that  this  whole  Province  are  waiting  for  the  important 
moment  which  they  in  their  great  wisdom  shall  appoint  for 
the  declaration  of  Independence  and  a  free  Republick. 

CONNECTICUT  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Monday,  May  6,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety  at 
Lebanon  : 

Present:    His  Honour  the  Governour,  Etiphalet  Dyar, 


Jabcz  Huntington,  William  Williams,  JS'aihaniel  Wales,  Je- 
dediah  Eldcrkin,  Joshua  West,  and  Benjamin  Huntington, 
Esquires. 

Whereas  His  Honour  the  Governour  has  just  received  in- 
telligence from  the  Committee  of  the  honourable  General 
Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Massachiisetts-Bay,  diat  a  large 
Army  of  foreign  troops,  hired  by  the  Ministry  and  powers 
of  Great  Britain,  to  lay  waste  and  destroy  this  country,  are 
in  fact  on  their  ])assage  to  execute  their  bloody  orders,  and, 
in  all  probability,  near  our  coasts,  and  may  be  daily  expected, 
which  renders  it  necessary  that  every  possible  preparation 
should  be  made  for  our  own  defence: 

It  is  therefore  resolved  and  ordered  by  this  Board,  That 
the  men  lately  ordered  to  be  inlisted  or  detached  out  of  the 
First  Regiment,  and  other  Regiments  east  of  Connecticut 
River,  bo  immediately  furnished  and  completely  equipped, 
armed  and  accoutred,  according  to  the  orders  given  for  their 
being  raised,  and  that  they  be  fitted  for  an  iminediate  march 
on  any  emergency.  And  in  order  to  that,  the  Colonels,  or 
commanding  officers  for  the  time  being  of  the  aforesaid  Re- 
giments, are  required,  without  any  delay,  to  direct  the  Cap- 
tains, or  chief  officers  appointed  to  command  the  several 
Companies  of  said  Minute-men,  forthwith  to  call  their  said 
Companies  together,  (who  are  also  required  to  yield  obedi- 
ence to  the  orders  of  said  officers,  on  penalty  of  the  law ;) 
and  said  Captains  and  officers  are  carefully  to  examine  into 
the  equipments  of  their  said  Companies,  and  diligently  at- 
tend to  and  see  that  they  be  forthwith  furnished  as  aforesaid  ; 
and  where  arms  and  ball  cannot  be  otherwise  obtained,  they 
shall  be  furnished  out  of  the  town  stocks,  so  far  as  may  be, 
and  arms  impressed,  if  need  be,  from  such  householders,  or 
others  who  shall  appear  to  be  least  able  and  likely  to  make 
use  of  such  arms,  Sic,  themselves,  to  supply  such  as  cannot 
be  otherwise  furnished  ;  and  any  civil  authority  are  to  give 
out  such  impresses,  on  request  of  such  Captain  and  other 
officers.  And  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier, 
who  shall  appear  to  be  completely  equipped  with  every  requi- 
site, or  shall  be  so  equipped  in  a  reasonable  short  time,  to  the 
acceptance  of  such  Captain,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  reward  of 
one  dollar,  and  in  proportion  for  the  value  of  such  articles 
as  they  shall  furnish  themselves ;  and  all  such  officers  and 
soldiers  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  reward  for  the  use  of 
such  arms,  ammunition,  blankets,  and  knapsacks,  as  they 
shall  provide  for  themselves,  if  called  to  be  used  in  actual 
service ;  and  shall  also  be  allowed  for  the  time  necessarily 
spent  in  meeting  together,  according  to  the  direction  and  for 
the  purposes  of  this  resolve,  at  the  same  rate  of  wages  and 
support  as  the  Continental  Army,  and  if  called  into  actual 
service,  to  be  upon  the  same  pay  and  allowance  from  their 
march,  as  the  troops  in  said  Army.  And  all  arms  and  ac- 
coutrements impressed,  found,  or  provided  for  any  of  said 
Companies,  shall  be  taken  care  of  and  returned  to  the  own- 
ers, and  a  reasonable  allowance  made  for  their  use  ;  and  the 
Captains  are  directed  to  take  care  of  the  same  accordingly; 
and  if  lost  by  inevitable  providence,  the  value  to  be  paid. 

And  it  is  further  provided,  That  if  it  shall  be  found  ne- 
cessaiy,  such  Captain,  or  chief  officer,  may  order  said  Com- 
panies, or  any  part  of  them,  to  meet  as  often  as  necessary,  in 
order  to  their  being  equipped  as  aforesaid ;  and  all  arms  and 
ammunition  of  su3h  Companies  shall  be  deposited  in  some 
proper  nearly  central  place  of  such  Company,  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Captain  of  the  same,  to  be  also  a  place  of  rendez- 
vous for  such  Company,  if  and  when  called  to  actual  service. 
-  And  the  said  Captains  are  to  make  return  of  the  rolls  and 
the  state  of  said  Companies,  with  all  their  doings  in  the  pre- 
mises, forthwith,  to  his  Honour  the  Governour. 

And  whereas  it  is  expected  that  the  honourable  General 
Assembly  will  find  it  expedient  to  make  further  provision  of 
a  similar  kind,  with  respect  to  drafting  or  inlisting  Minute- 
men  for  piiblick  service,  the  aforesaid  Companies  may  expect 
such  limitation  of  time  for  holding  themselves  in  readiness 
as  aforesaid,  and  such  allowance  therefor,  as  the  said  As- 
sembly shall  see  fit. 

Wednesday,  May  22,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety  at 
Hartford  : 

Present:  His  Honour  the  Governour,  the  Deputy  Go- 
vernour, Colonel  Dyar,  Colonel  Huntington.  William  Wil- 
liams, Nathaniel  Wales,  Jedediah  Eldcrkin,  Benjamiri  Him- 
toig-to?!,  Esquires.  '  ^ ' 
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Mr.  James  Rice,  one  of  the  Cominittce  for  fitting  tlie  Co- 
lony Bris;  Defence,  and  for  building  the  How-Galley,  at 
J\cio-}{aven,  presented  his  Accounts  to  be  settled,  he,  as 
voted  by  the  lower  House,  &ic. 

It  being  so  large  and  numerous,  this  Board  cannot  at  tiiis 
time  go  through  with  the  examination,  and  consider  and 
order  that  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay -Table  for  seven 
hundred  Pounds  in  his  favour,  and  refer  the  full  settlement 
of  his  Account  to  another  opportunity;  he  to  attend  it  at 
Lebanon.     An  Order  is  drawn  accordingly,  viz : 

"To  the  Committee  of  the  Pay-Table  : 

"  Gentlemen  :  Please  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  in  fa- 
vour of  Mr.  James  Rice,  of  Neu<-IIaven,  for  the  sum  of  seven 
hundred  Pounds,  to  be  considered  and  allowed  on  settlement 
of  his  Account  exhibited  for  fitting  the  Colony  Brig  Dc- 
fcnce,  and  building,  Sec,  a  Row-Galley,  at  Neic-Haven,  not 
liaving  time  fully  to  settle  and  adjust  said  Accounts,  and 
charge  accordingly. 

"By  order  of  the  Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety: 

"  William  Williams,  Clerk. 
"  Hartford,  May  22,  1776." 

Delivered  him  present. 

Said  Rice  also  presented  an  Order  on  the  Govemour,  Sic, 
drawn  by  Captain  Harding,  of  said  Brig  Defence,  in  favour 
of  said  Rice,  for  eleven  Pounds  nineteen  Shillings  and  two 
and  a  half  Pence;  and  it  is  considered  and  voted,  that  an 
Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay-Table  for  the  same ;  to  be  ac- 
counted for  by  said  Harding,  on  bis  account  and  wages  in  the 
Colony  service  as  Captain  of  said  Brig,  &tc.  And  an  Order 
is  drawn  accordingly  in  favour  of  said  Harding,  or  order, 
for  said  sum  of  eleven  Pounds  nineteen  Shillings  and  two 
and  a  half  Pence,  and  delivered  said  Rice;  and  took  Har- 
ding's Order,  endorsed  by  said  Rice. 

Tuesday,  May  28,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety  at 
Hartford  : 

Present:  His  Honour  the  Governour,  Honourable  Deputy 
Govemour  Griswold,  Colonel  Eliphalet  Dyar,  Colonel  Jabez 
Huntington,  William,  Williams,  Jedediah  Elderkin,  Benja- 
min Huntington,  Esquires. 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay-Table  for 
EbcTiezer  Ledyard,  Esq.,  as  he  is  Commissary  and  provi- 
der, &ic.,  for  the  Company  stationed  at  Groton  Fort,  for  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  accounted  for  on  set- 
tlement of  his  Account  as  Commissary,  &ic. 

Order  given  Captain  W.  Ledyard. 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  ditto  in  favour  of 
Messrs.  Elderkin  and  M^ales,  for  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
Pounds  on  account,  and  pay  for  Powder  by  them  manufac- 
tured for  the  Colony,  and  to  be  settled  and  allowed  on  their 
account  for  making  that  article. 

Order  given  and  delivered  said  Elderkin,  at  Hartford. 

Allowed  an  Account  o[  Hezekiah  Lane,  of  Killingtvorth, 
for  sending  expresses  to  Colonel  Matthew  Talcott  and  Co- 
lonel Jonathan  Fitch,  to  carry  Governour,  &C.,  orders  about 
raising  two  Regiments  for  ^ew-York,  by  request  of  General 
Washington,  in  March  last,  being  twenty-six  Shillings ;  and 
that  an  Order  be  drawn  accordingly. 

Order  given  and  delivered  him  at  Hartford. 

Voted,  That  Orders  be  drawn  in  discharge  of  the  follow- 


ing Orders,  drawn  by  Captain  Seth  Harding,  of  the  Brig  De- 
fence, presented  and  delivered  in  by  the  following  Drawees, 
viz : 

One  Older  by  said  Harding  on  Captain  Samuel 
Squire,  in  favour  of  Lieutenant  Smedley,  of  said 
Brig,  for  so  much  as  necessary  to  pay  the  Ma- 
rines their  first  month's  pay,  dated  New-llaven, 
March  22,  1776,  being  as  per  endoi-sement 
received  by  said  Smedley,  of  said  Squire,  £61  0  0 
One  Order  of  said  Harding  on  said  Squire,  in 
favour  of  Thaddeus  Burr,  Esq.,  for  Beef,  k.c., 

for  the  Brig, -     -     2     8  5  J 

One  Order  of  said  Harding  on  said  Squire,  in 
favour  of  Edmund  Barlotv,  for  a  Drum  for  said 
Brig,  7i-  Dollars,  6th  May,  1776,  -  -  -  2  5  0 
One  Order  of  said  Harding  on  said  Squire,  in 
favour  oi  Hezekiah  Sturges,  for  Plank  and 
work  for  said  Brig,  28th  ^jjnY,  1776,  -  -  2  10  3 
One  Order  of  said  Harding  on  said  Squire,  in 
favour  of  Ebenezer  Hubbel,  for  four  days'  work, 
at  six  Shillings  per  day,  -     ------     l     40 

Order  given  28th,  (delivered  Captain  Squire,)  £69     7  8\ 


Friday  Evening,  May  31,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety  at 
Hartford : 

Present :  His  Honour  the  Governour,  Honourable  Deputy 
Governour  Griswold,  Eliphalet  Dyar,  Jabez  Huntington, 
William  Williams,  Richard  Laiv,  Jedediah  Elderkin,  Ben- 
jamin Huntington,  Thomas  Hosmer,  W.  Hillhouse,  Esqs. 

Moved,  by  His  Honour,  That  proper  measures  be  taken 
to  man  and  list  our  three  Row-Gaiieys,  now  nearly  ready, 
for  immediate  service.  And  the  matter  was  largely  dis- 
coursed, &.C. 

And  Voted,  That  Messrs.  John  McCleave,  Theodore 
Stanton,  and  Jehiel  Tinker,  who  are  appointed  Captains  of 
them,  be  notified  and  desired  to  attend  this  Board,  at  Hart- 
ford, on  Wednesday  next,  to  receive  further  orders  respect- 
ing manning,  officering,  and  fitting  out  said  Vessels ;  and  also 
such  moneys  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to  pursue 
the  proper  business  of  their  departments,  having  firet  execu- 
ted bonds  to  be  sent  them,  with  sureties,  for  the  faithful  and 
due  performance  of  their  duty  as  Paymasters,  &ic.  And 
Mr.  Huntington  desired  to  prepare  Letters  accordingly. 

An  Account  of  Oliver  Wells,  of  Hartford,  presented  for 
service  seventeen  days,  with  a  wagon  to  transport  the  bag- 
gage of  Captain  Bigelow's  Company  of  Matrosses,  in  Colo- 
nel BurraVs  Regiment,  &.C.,  seven  days,  at  seven  Shillings, 
and  ten  days,  at  five  Shillings,  and  expenses  four  Pounds 
fifteen  Sliillings  and  six  Pence:  total  nine  Pounds  fourteen 
Shillings  and  six  Pence.     And  the  same  is  allowed. 

And  Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  for  the  same,  and 
is  drawn  on  the  back  of  the  Account,  and  delivered  Mr. 
Halscy. 

Dismissed. 

June  1st. — At  the  Council  Board. — The  Letters  and 
Bonds  to  the  Captains  of  the  new  Galleys  being  to  be  for- 
warded, &.C.,  and  names  not  being  given  to  two  of  them,  is 
concluded  to  call  Captain  Stanton's,  built  at  Norwich,  the 
Shark;  and  Captain  Tinker's,  at  East-Haddam,  the  Crane. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  May  9,  1776. 

Present :  Robert  Morris,  Vice-President,  Daniel  Robcr- 
deau,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  James  Biddle,  George  Cly- 
mer,  Michael  Hilkgas,  Samuel  Hoivell,  John  Nixon,  Samuel 
Morris,  Jun.,  David  Rittenhouse,  George  Gray,  Joseph 
Parker. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  William  Richards  be  appointed 
Ship's  Husband  to  the  Naval  Armaments  of  this  Province, 
and  that  he  be  allowed  per  annum  for  his  services. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Rittenhouse  be  desired  immediately 
to  procure  a  quantity  of  Caitridge-paper  for  large  Cannon. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  deliver  to 
Mr.  ThoTuas  Hunberger,  or  his  order,  twenty  hundred  pounds 


of  Saltpetre,  to  bo  manufactured  into  Gunpowder,  taking  a 
receipt  for  ibe  same. 

Upon  application  of  Thomas  Hunberger  for  a  sum  of 
money  to  be  advanced  hira  to  assist  conq)leting  the  Pow- 
der-Mill  he  is  now  building,  and  Jacob  Antony  appearing, 
and  offering  to  be  bound  with  the  said  Hunberger  for  the  re- 
payment of  the  sum  that  may  be  lent, 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  lend  the  said  Thomas  Hunber- 
ger the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  and  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Accounts  pay  him  the  same,  they  taking  a  bond  of 
the  said  Hunberger  and  Antony. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Rittenhouse  and  Mr.  Owen  Biddle 
be  a  Committee  to  prepare  Moulds  for  the  casting  of  Clock- 
Weights,  and  send  them  to  some  iron  furnace,  and  order  a 
sufficient  number  to  be  immediately  made,  for  the  purpose 
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of  cxchanginn;  them  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  City  for 
their  Clock-Weights. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  David  Rittenhomc  and  Mr.  Oiven 
Diddle  do  engage  iminethately  with  proper  persons  to  make 
the  following  quantities  and  qualities  of  Shot,  to  be  delivered 
this  Board  with  the  greatest  expedition,  viz:  fifty  tons  Kound- 
Shot,  sorted  to  the  different  sized  cannon  now  in  use  in  this 
Province  ;  five  tons  Chain-Shot,  sorted  ;  five  tons  Bar-Shot, 
sorted  ;  ten  tons  Grape-Shot. 

In  Committpe  of  Safety,  M.iy  10,  1776. 

Present:  TTiomas  Wharton,  Chairman,  Robert  Morris, 
John  Nixon,  Daniel  Roherdeau,  Owen  Riddle,  David  Rit- 
tenhouse,  Samuel  Hoivell,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  George  Cly- 
mer,  Henry  JVynkoop. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  Henry  Wynkoop  for  the  pay- 
ment of  four  Fire-locks  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of 
Congress,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on 
Messrs.  John  Nixon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts, 
for  seven  Pounds  seventeen  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  which 
is  to  be  charged  to  Arms  purchased  for  account  of  Con- 
gress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Cuthbcrt  and  Mr.  John  Rrit- 
ton  be  desired  to  purchase  four  old  Flats  for  Hulks,  for  cover- 
ing the  Gondolas  at  the  Chevaux-de-fnse,  and  that  they 
draw  on  this  Board  for  the  cost. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of  Mr. 
John  Wilcocks,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  to  be 
charged  to  the  Gun-lock  Manufactory  carrying  on  in  this 
City. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of 
Mr.  John  Mitchell,  Commissary  of  Provisions,  for  five  hun- 
dred Pounds,  to  be  charged  to  his  account. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock. 

Agreeable  to  adjournment,  the  following  Members  pre- 
sent: 

Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Chairman,  James  Riddle,  George 
Gray,  Henry  Wynkoop,  Samuel  Howell,  Owen  Riddle, 
Daniel  Roherdeau,  Samuel  Morris. 

Resolved,  That  fourteen  barrels  of  eighteen  shillings  Beer 
be  sent  down  to  the  Gondolas,  at  the  expense  of  this  Board, 
and  that  Mr.  Samuel  Morris  order  the  same  to  be  put  on 
board  some  boat  or  vessel  for  that  purpose. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  11,  177G. 

Present:  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roherdeau, 
George  Chjmer,  Henry  Wynkoop,  George  Gray,  Samuel 
Howell,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Robert  White,  James  Bid- 
die. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  sixty 
Pounds,  in  favour  of  Messi's.  Thomas  Richardson  and  Ijcvi 
Hollingsworth,  which  is  to  be  charged  to  their  account, 
being  so  much  advanced  towards  their  expenses  in  trans- 
porting twenty  cannon  lent  this  Province  by  Congress,  now 
at  Rhode-Island. 

Thomas  Slater,  Master,  and  John  Peckham,  Mate,  of  the 
Brig  Betsy,  who  came  from  Virginia  with  said  vessel,  to 
the  Roebuck  man-of-war,  and  taken  by  Captain  Charles 
Alexander,  commander  of  the  Continental  Schooner  Wasp, 
near  Newcastle,  were,  by  order  of  the  Board,  committed  to 
Jail,  there  to  be  kept  in  safe  custody  till  the  further  orders 
of  this  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  send  to  Wil- 
mington, by  one  of  the  Stage-Boats,  Captain  Bush  or  Tay- 
lor, three  quires  of  Cannon  Cartridge-paper  and  three  hun- 
dred weight  of  Gunpowder,  to  replace  that  quantity  lent  to 
the  Gondolas  by  the  Committee  of  that  County. 

By  order  of  the  Board  the  following  Resolves  of  Con- 
gress were  entered  on  the  Minutes : 

"In  Congress,  May  10,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  Lieutenant  Rail,  of  the  Roebuck,  and 
the  three  seamen  that  were  taken  with  him,  and  are  now 
prisoners  in  the  Lower  Counties,  be  exchanged  for  Captain 
Budden  and  his  son,  Seth  Davis,  and  Samuel  Conyers. 


"  That  five  of  the  seamen  now  Prisoners  in  this  City  of 
Philadelphia,  to  be  named  by  tiie  Committee  of  Safety, 
may  be  given  up  in  exchange  for  the  following  persons,  viz: 

Mr.  Lighthoy,  James  Hagc, Foricscue,  a  Pilot-boy, 

William  Martin,  and  Jacob  Wilson. 

"  That  the  said  exchange  of  Prisoners  be  conducted  by 
such  proper  persons  as  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Penn- 
sylvania may  appoint  for  that  purpose. 

"Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"  Charles  Tho-wson,  Secretary." 

In  consequence  of  the  above  Resolutions  of  Congress, 

Resolved,  That  Captain  James  Craig  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, appointed  to  conduct  the  exchange  of  Prisoners  there 
proposed  ;  and  this  Committee  name  James  Spencer,  Tho- 
mas Philips,  James  Ogelvie,  John  Shad,  and  Owen  Hum- 
phreys, as  the  five  persons  to  be  exchanged  for  Mr.  Light- 
boy,  James  Hage,  Fortescue,  a  Pilot-boy,  William 

Martin,  and  Jacob  Wilson. 

At  the  same  time  Captain  Craig,  by  directions  of  Con- 
gress to  this  Board,  is  desired  to  give  in  exchange  one  other 
prisoner  in  the  room  ai  John  Durry,  now  on  board  the  Roe- 
buck. 

A  Letter  was  written  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the 
Lower  Counties,  requesting  they  would  take  measures  for 
sending  Lieutenant  Ball  and  the  seamen,  prisoners  at  Do- 
ver, up  to  Newcastle,  to  be  delivered  to  Captain  Craig,  to 
be  conducted  by  him  on  board  the  Roebuck,  in  order  to  be 
exchanged,  agreeable  to  the  Resolves  of  Congress. 

This  Committee  having  made  application  to  Congress  for 
twenty  pieces  of  heavy  Cannon  out  of  those  taken  at  New- 
Providence,  for  the  defence  of  this  Province,  Robert  Mor- 
ris, Esq.,  delivered  to  the  Board  the  following  Resolve  and 
Letter  to  Commodore  Hopkins,  viz : 

"In  Congress,  May  7,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  twenty  of  the  heaviest  Cannon  taken 
by  Commodore  Hopkins  at  New-Providence,  and  brought 
from  thence  to  New-London,  and  since  carried  to  Newport, 
be  brought  to  the  Chy  of  Philadelphia,  and  dehvered  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  defence  and 
protection  of  the  said  City;  to  remain  there  during  the  plea- 
sure of  Congress. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

"  Sir  :  The  Congress  having,  by  the  foregoing  resolve, 
agreed  to  lend  twenty  of  the  heaviest  cannon  taken  at  Pro- 
vidence, and  carried  to  Rhode-Island,  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  defence  of  this  City,  I  have 
to  desire  j'ou  will  immediately  deliver  the  same  to  the  person 
or  persons  whom  the  said  Committee  send  to  receive  them, 
and  bring  them  hither. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  John  Hancock,  President. 

"  To  Commodore  E.  Hopkins,  or  in  his  absence  to  Daniel 
Tillinghast,  Esq." 

"In  Marine  Committee, Philadelphia,  May  10,  1776. 
"  Sir  :  You  will  perceive  by  the  foregoing  that  Congress 
have  ordered  twenty  of  the  cannon  you  brought  from  Pro- 
vidence to  be  improved  in  Philadelphia  ;  and  in  order  that 
the  benefit  of  that  order  may  be  realized  as  soon  as  possible, 
we  direct  that  you  order  the  said  twenty  cannon  to  be  put 
on  board  the  Fly,  or  any  one  other  of  your  vessels,  and  car- 
ried to  New-York,  and  direct  the  commander  of  the  vessel 
to  call  on  General  Washington  for  his  further  proceeding,  to 
whom  we  shall  write  on  the  subject.  This  to  be  effected  in 
the  best  manner  you  can,  but  by  no  means  to  be  done  to 
the  prejudice  of  more  essential  service.  The  cannon,  how- 
ever, must  be  sent  as  speedily  as  possible  by  some  convey- 
ance that  shall  be  judged  best. 

"  We  are,  &,c.,  "  John  Hancock, 

"Joseph  Hewes, 
"  Robert  Morris, 
"  Samuel  Huntington, 
"  R.  Alexander. 
"  To  Commodore  E.  Hopkins." 

In  consequence  of  the  above  Resolves  and  Letters  61 
Congress,  this  Board  came  to  the  following  Resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Richardson  and  Mr.  Levi 
Hollingsworth  do,  as  soon  as  possible,  proceed  to  Ncw-Lon- 
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don,  and  there  apply  for  the  Cannon,  should  they  be  at  that 
place ;  if  not,  that  they  tiien  go  to  JS'ewport,  and  procure 
them,  and  apply  for  the  Fly,  or  any  other  armed  vessel,  to 
transport  them  to  i\eio-Yoik  or  Bmnswicli:  by  the  Sound  ; 
or  if  the  navigation  should  be  interrupted  hy  the  enemy's 
vessels,  that  they  are  then  to  procure  the  Cannon  to  be  con- 
veyed by  land  to  some  harbour  in  Connecticut,  and  from 
thence  to  be  conveyed  in  any  proper  vessel.  Upon  the 
whole,  they  are  to  procure  the  Cannon  to  be  brought  to 
this  place  at  all  events. 

That  for  any  sums  that  may  be  wanted  to  effect  this 
service,  they  are  to  draw  on  this  Committee. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  11,  1776. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Pre- 
sent :  Robert  Morris,  Vice-President,  Andrew  Allen,  John 
Nixon,  James  Mease,  Owen  Biddle,  Alexander  JVilcocks, 
John  Cadioallader,  Jams  Biddle,  Hamucl  Morris,  Jun., 
George  Clymer. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  the  following  Ammunition,  to  be  sent 
down  to  the  Gondolas  immediately,  viz : 

Shot — 18-pounders,  500;  24-pounders,  240 ;  32-pound- 
ers,  60.     Cartridges — 18-pounders,  320  ;  32-pounders,  25. 

Captain  Greenway  was  ordered  to  receive  the  following 
Powder,  Shot,  and  Wads,  and  carry  them  down  in  the  Pi- 
lot-Boats to  the  Gondolas,  and  deliver  them  to  the  senior 
Officer,  viz : 

From  Robert  Towers :  500  Shot,  18-pounders ;  240  Shot, 
24-poundcrs ;  60  Shot,  32-pounders  ;  320  Cartridges,  18- 
pounders  ;  25  Cartridges,  32-poundei-s. 

From  Captain  Reed:  25  Cartridges,  32-pounders;  164 
Cartridges,  24-pounders ;  and  all  the  24  and  32-pound  shot 
on  board  his  Ship  or  at  Fort-Island,  &ic. 

From  Captains  Falconer,  Wiclces,  Reed,  and  the  Batte- 
ries, a  quantity  of  Wads. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  13,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  James  Biddle,  Robert 
White,  John  Cadwallader,  Owen  Biddle,  Samuel  Howell, 
Daniel  Roberdeau. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  fVhite,  Captain  Falconer,  and 
Mr.  James  Wharton,  settle  with  the  several  owners  of  the 
Shallops  and  Boats  lately  employed  in  the  publick  service, 
and  draw  Orders  for  payment  on  Mr.  Nixon  and  others,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of 
John  Coboum,  for  two  hundred  Pounds,  being  towards  the 
payment  of  the  men  employed  in  sinking  the  Chevaux-de- 
i'rise. 

Resolved,  That  John  Martin  Strobogh  be  appointed 
Third  Lieutenant  in  the  Artillery  Company  of  this  Province, 
he  to  produce  a  discharge  from  the  Congress  previous  to  his 
entering  into  this  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Members  of  this  Board  be  noticed  to 
meet  precisely  to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  on  busi- 
ness of  importance. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Moulder  and  Mr.  Thomas  Fitz- 
simmons  be  directed  to  purchase  two  convenient  Vessels,  the 
one  for  a  Magazine,  the  other  for  a  Provision  or  Store  Vessel, 
and  man  and  fit  them  immediately,  to  be  ready  to  attend  the 
Fleet  upon  the  orders  of  this  Board,  or  the  Commanding 
Officer ;  and  that  when  they  are  in  service  Richard  Wells, 
with  his  Pilot-boat,  be  employed  to  ply  between  the  said 
Vessels  and  the  Fleet. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Fire-Rafts  be  authorized 
to  purchase  a  convenient  Vessel  for  quartering  the  men  be- 
longing to  the  Fire-Rafts  while  down  the  River. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Hazelwood  and  Captain  Hercey 
be  appointed  to  survey  the  River  from  Billingsport  to  Fori- 
Lland. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  14,  1776. 

Present :  George  CZymer,  Chairman,  Owen  Biddle,  Sam- 
uel Morris,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Jam£s  Biddle,  Joseph 
Parker,  Samuel  Howell,  Robert  White,  John  Cadwallader. 


The  Congress  sent  yesterday  the  following  Resolve  to 
this  Board,  which  is  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Minutes : 

"  In  Congress,  May  10,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  Rennsylvania  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of 
the  Jailer  who  had  the  charge  and  custody  of  Moses  Kirk- 
land,  and  if  they  find  him  culpable,  that  they  have  him  re- 
moved. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Resolved,  That  George  Gray,  Samuel  Howell,  and  Jo- 
seph Parker,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  complaint 
of  Congress  against  Thomas  Dewees,  Jailer,  and  make  re- 
port to  this  Board. 

Instructions  to  Mr.  John  Reed,  Commissary,  Barrack- 
master,  and  Clerk  of  the  Check,  at  Fort-Island  : 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  your  appointment  to  the  office 
of  Commissary,  Barrackmaster,  and  Clerk  of  the  Check,  at 
Fort-Island,  by  this  Committee,  you  are  hereby  enjoined  and 
required  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  several  offices  commit- 
ted to  you  with  care  and  fidelity;  and  for  your  better  inform- 
ation of  the  services  expected  from  you  in  those  capacities, 
we  have  sent  you  the  following  Instructions,  viz : 

1st.  As  Commissary,  you  are  to  take  an  inventory  of  all 
the  stores  on  Fort-Island,  belonging  to  'Jiis  Province,  and 
enter  them  in  a  book,  noting  carefully  whose  possession  they 
are  in,  and  the  uses  they  are  applied  to. 

2d.  All  stores  that  shall  be  committed  to  your  care  are 
to  be  kept  an  account  of,  and  preserved  by  you  in  the  best 
manner,  only  to  be  delivered  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
Fort-Island  or  this  Committee,  and  when  delivered  out  you 
are  to  take  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

3d.  When  the  uses  for  which  any  of  the  stores  are  de- 
livered out  are  fully  answered,  the  remainder  are  to  be  re- 
turned to  you  again  for  the  use  of  the  Province,  and  for  which 
you  are  to  be  accountable. 

1st.  As  Barrackmaster,  you  are  to  have  the  Barracks 
always  kept  clean  and  in  order  for  the  reception  of  troops, 
or  people  that  may  be  ordered  to  Fort-Island  by  this  Com- 
mittee, or  the  Assembly. 

2d.  You  are  to  see  that  the  necessary  furniture,  bedding, 
and  cooking  utensils,  be  provided  for  each  apartment. 

3d.  You  are  to  assign  the  particular  quarters  which  the 
troops  are  to  occupy,  having  regard  to  the  interest  of  the 
publick,  and  the  convenience  and  health  of  the  men ;  for 
which  purpose,  not  more  than  sixteen  men  to  be  stationed  in 
each  room  while  there  is  any  vacant  apartment ;  nor  should 
they  be  suffered  to  occupy  a  greater  portion  of  the  Barracks 
at  any  time  than  is  necessary  for  the  purposes  before-men- 
tioned, of  which  you  are  to  be  judge. 

4th.  When  any  troops  are  first  quartered  in  the  said 
Barracks,  you  are  to  take  a  receipt  from  an  officer  of  the 
Company  for  all  the  furniture  and  cooking  utensils  that  you 
deliver  to  them,  for  which  the  whole  Company  are  to  be 
accountable  to  you ;  and  in  case  of  any  embezzlement  or 
wanton  destruction  of  them,  or  any  part  of  them,  the  value 
thereof  shall  be  stopped  out  of  their  pay,  which  is  forfeit 
for  a  re-supply  of  the  same. 

5th.  The  keys  of  all  the  apartments,  while  unoccupied, 
are  to  be  kept  by  you,  and  on  any  troops  quitting  their 
quarters  at  the  said  Barracks,  they  are  to  deliver  the  keys  of 
the  same  to  you. 

6th.  You  are  to  purchase  fire-wood  for  all  the  troops, 
both  men  and  workmen,  that  are  employed  in  the  Provincial 
service,  at  the  cheapest  rate  you  can,  and  portion  it  out  to 
them  in  reasonable  and  sufficient  quantities,  taking  care  that 
it  is  not  wasted  unnecessarily;  for  which  purpose  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Island  is  to  fix  a  guard  over  it. 

7th.  Your  order  on  Joh7i  Nixon  and  others,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts  for  this  Board,  for  all  necessary  supplies 
of  fire-wood  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  will  be  duly  paid. 

8th.  On  application  to  the  sub-Committee  of  Pori-Zs/arirf, 
for  any  of  the  stores,  furniture,  cooking  utensils,  &,c.,  that 
may  be  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops,  &.C., 
stationed  at  Fort-Island,  they  will  provide  such  part  as  they 
shall  think  proper  and  useful,  and  send  it  to  your  care,  for 
which  you  are  to  be  accountable. 

As  Clerk  of  the  Check,  you  are  to  keep  a  regular  mus- 
ter-roll of  all  the  workmen  employed  on  Fort-Island  by 
order  of  this  Committee,  entering  their  names  and  employ- 
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merits,  time  at  work,  and  \vae;es  per  clay;  for  which  you  are 
to  make  out  a  correct  copy,  and  return  it  every  evening  to 
the  Superintendent  appointed  by  the  sub-Committee  for 
Fort-Island. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Ileysham  and  Mr.  Joseph  Wat- 
kins  be  appointed  a  Committee,  to  receive  the  directions  of 
this  Board  to  carry  into  execution  the  making  of  Carriages 
for  the  different  Cannon  that  may  be  made  or  otherwise  pm- 
cured  for  the  use  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  of  the  Ship,  Armed  Boats, 
Floating  and  Land  Battery,  make  report  to  this  Board  of  the 
quantity  of  Military  Stores  they  now  have. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Ilillcgas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  Colonel  Samuel  Atlee,  or  his 
order,  for  five  hundred  Pounds,  for  tiie  use  of  the  Musket 
Battalion  in  the  service  of  this  Province. 

Whereas  several  gentlemen  have  offered  to  form  them- 
selves into  Companies  of  Volunteers,  and,  whenever  called 
upon  in  tlie  defence  of  this  River,  to  enter  into  actual  ser- 
vice on  board  any  Armed  Boat  that  shall  be  provided  for 
them  by  this  Committee,  under  their  own  Officers : 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  has  a  just  sense  of  their  spirit- 
ed and  patriotick  offer;  and  Messrs.  Samuel  Howell,  Thomas 
Wharton,  and  Owen  Riddle,  are  appointed  to  confer  with 
those  gentlemen,  receive  their  proposals,  consider  of  the  best 
means  of  employing  them,  and  of  the  expediency  of  making 
any  alterations  in  any  of  our  Armed  Boats  for  the  use  of  the 
said  Volunteers,  and  consult  Captain  Rice  upon  that  sub- 
ject ;  and  that  they  make  a  report  to  this  Committee  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  necessary  to  build  two  Galleys 
for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  in  Delaware  Ray,  and 
that  the  above  Committee  procure  the  same  to  be  built  by 
boat  builders,  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  necessary  to  fortify  some  part 
of  the  Jersey  Shore,  for  the  defence  of  the  River  Delaware. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  John  Cadwallader  apply  to  the 
Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation,  to  deliver  the 
Rigging  in  their  possession,  belonging  to  Joshua  Fisher  ^ 
Sons,  to  Thomas  Lawrence,  Vendue-master,  to  be  immedi- 
ately sold  at  publick  vendue,  that  this  Committee  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  purchasing  the  same  for  the  publick  ser- 
vice ;  and  that  this  Committee  will  pay  for  the  same,  or  be 
answerable  for  the  payment,  when  required. 

Upon  application  to  this  Board  from  Colonel  John  Shea, 
he  had  permission  to  purchase  Fire-Arnis  from  the  Non-As- 
sociators  in  this  Province. 

LTpon  application  of  Marine  Committee,  orders  were  given 
to  admit  the  sick  men  from  Captain  Wickes's  ship  into  the 
Hospital  at  Province-Island. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  15,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixori,  James  Mease,  James  Biddle,  Tho- 
mas Wharton,  Jun.,  Alexander  Wilcocks. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  16,  1776. 

Present:  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Chairman,  John  Nixon, 
Samuel  Howell,  Samuel  Morrison,  Jun.,  James  Mease,  Sa- 
muel Miles,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun., 
George  Clymer,  James  Biddle. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Nixon  be  authorized  to  pur- 
chase any  quantity  of  Beef  and  Pork  that  may  be  thought 
necessary  for  the  use  of  this  Province. 

In  consequence  of  a  Resolve  of  the  13th  instant,  7?o6ert 
Morris,  Esq.,  a  Member  of  Congress,  acquaints  this  Board 
that  it  is  agreeable  to  Congress  that  John  Martin  Strohach 
should  enter  into  the  service  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Wharton  and  Captain  Na- 
thaniel Falconer  be  authorized  to  examine  a  number  of 
nine-pound  Cannon,  the  property  of  Mr.  Ball ;  and  if  they 
think  they  are  good  and  sufficient  for  service,  that  they  then, 
at  the  risk  of  the  owner,  prove  the  same,  and  purchase  those 
that  are  good,  for  the  use  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  supply  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  Powder  to  prove  the  above-mentioned 
Cannon. 

The  following  Resolve  of  Congress  was  sent  by  Robert 


Morris,  Esquire,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Minutes 
of  this  Board : 

"In  Congress,  May  15,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylva- 
nia be  desired  to  write  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Dela- 
ware Government  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  Resolve 
of  Congress  for  exchanging  Lieutenant  Ball  for  Captain 
Buclden,  till  further  orders. 

"Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Agreeably  to  the  above  Resolve  of  Congress,  Robert 
Morris,  Esquire,  in  behalf  of  this  Board,  enclosed  a  copy 
of  said  Resolve  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Lower 
Counties ;  which  is  approved  of  by  this  Board. 

Upon  api)lication  of  Colonel  Saimiel  Miles  for  some  Mus- 
kets for  the  use  of  Captain  Lloyd's  Company  in  the  Musket 
Battalion  of  this  Province,  by  order  of  the  Board  Robert 
Towers,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  deliver  twelve  Fire- 
locks and  Bayonets,  for  the  use  aforesaid,  he  taking  a  receipt 
for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Miles  be  authorized  to  procure 
a  Smith's  Bellows  and  Tools  proper  for  an  Armourer  of  the 
Provincial  Battalion  in  the  service  of  this  Province  ;  and  that 
he  draw  on  this  Board  for  the  amount  of  what  he  may  pur- 
chase for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  Commodore  Caldwell  be  directed  to  give 
notice  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Armed  Boats  to  at- 
tend this  Board  on  Saturday  morning  next,  at  nine  o'clock. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver,  for  the  use  of  Captain  Proctor's  Compa- 
ny, twenty-seven  Firelocks,  for  the  use  of  his  Artillery. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esquire,  in  favour  of  John  Nixon  and  others,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts,  for  five  thousand  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Nixon  and  Captain  JVJiite  be  re- 
quested to  make  inquiry,  and  report  the  quantity  of  Ammu- 
nition that  each  Armed  Boat  was  supplied  with  when  they 
went  down  the  river  last  week  against  the  Ships  of  War, 
and  what  supplies  they  received  afterwards  from  the  Ship, 
Fort,  and  Floating-Battery,  with  the  times  and  other  cir- 
cumstances of  the  different  supplies. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  James  Biddle,  and  Mr. 
Wilcocks,  be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  a  Memorial  to  Con- 
gress respecting  the  procuring  of  Sulphur  and  Lead,  and 
erecting  Fortifications  at  Billingsport. 

Resolved,  That  the  Fort-Island  Committee  be  requested 
to  give  orders  for  the  following  articles,  to  be  procured  for 
Fort-Island,  and  to  have  a  Furnace  built  for  heating  Shot : 
A  Proof  for  Powder,  twelve  ounce  Balls  to  quilt  Grape  for 
eighteen-pounders.  Cannon  for  Blockhouse.  Sods,  and  Fas- 
cines. 

The  Committee  having  already  made  known  to  the  in- 
habitants of  tills  City  the  pressing  occasion  there  is  for  a 
large  quantity  of  Lead,  to  be  employed  in  the  defence  of 
this  country,  and  requested  them  to  spare  for  the  publick 
use  the  various  species  of  Leaden  Weights  in  their  respective 
fomilies,  the  Committee,  as  the  most  easy  and  expeditious 
method  of  procuring  such  Lead,  have  appointed  Thomas 
Nevill,  Frazer  Kinsley,  Jesse  Roe,  and  John  Derry,  to  go 
round  the  City,  and  receive  it  at  the  several  houses,  they 
paying  at  the  rate  of  six  pence  per  pound,  as  formerly  speci- 
fied ;  it  being  understood  that  the  Clock-Weights  are  not  at 
present  comprehended  among  them,  as  the  Weights  to  re- 
place them  are  not  yet  made.  It  is  expected  every  virtu- 
ous citizen  will  immediately  and  cheerfully  comply  with  this 
requisition  ;  but  if  any  person  should  be  so  lost  to  all  sense 
of  the  publick  good  as  to  refuse,  a  list  of  their  names  is 
directed  to  be  returned  to  this  Committee. 

By  order  of  the  Board  a  Letter  was  written  to  John 
Coxe,  Esquire,  requesting  he  would  send  to  this  City,  by 
Wagons,  all  the  Cannon  Ball  he  has  made  by  order  of  this 
Board  :  and  informing  him  that  the  difference  between  land 
and  water  carriage  sliall  be  allowed  him. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  18,  1776. 
Present :  George  Clymer,  Chairman,  Robert  Morris,  John 
Nixon,Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Samuel 
Morris,  Jun.,  Andrew  Allen,  David  Rittenhousc,  John  Cad- 
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wallnJer,  Owen  Biddk,  Daniel  Roberdcau,  Samuel  Howell, 
Joseph  Parker. 

By  order  of  the  Board  John  Nixon  and  othei-s,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  were  directed  to  pay  Samuel  Allen  tliree 
Pounds,  for  the  carriage  of  Arms  from  Carlisle,  sent  by  Mr. 
Ctdbertson,  and  to  be  cliarged  to  account  of  Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Captain  Richard  Peters  was  de- 
sired to  deliver  to  Mr.  Kirk  two  Gunlocl<s,  receiving  pay  for 
them,  they  being  for  tiie  use  of  Lieutenant  Finney,  to  com- 
plete two  Firelocks  he  got  made  for  two  men  in  Colonel 
Atlee's  Battalion  in  the  service  of  this  Province. 

Captain  Jleysham  and  Mr.  Watkins  having  declined  ser- 
ving as  a  Committee  agreeable  to  their  appointment  by  a 
Resolve  of  this  Board  of  the  I4lh  instant: 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Loxly  and  Mr.  William  Evans 
be  a  Committee  to  receive  the  directions  of  this  Board  to 
carry  into  execution  the  making  of  Carriages  for  the  dif- 
ferent Cannon  that  may  be  made  or  otherwise  procured  for 
the  use  of  this  Province,  to  employ  in  the  said  works  such 
Tradesmen,  competenfto  it,  as  are  well  affected  to  the  com- 
mon defence  now  making. 

Resolved,  Tliat  Mr.  Robert  Towers  make  up  as  soon  as 
possible  five  hundred  thousand  Musket-Cartridges  and  three 
iuindred  rounds  for  each  lieavy  Cannon  now  in  use;  that 
he  fill  up  tiiree  hundred  thousand  of  the  former  and  one 
hundred  of  each  of  the  latter. 

Resolved,  That  a  Commissary  be  appointed  to  purchase 
as  large  a  quantity  of  salt  Beef  and  Pork  as  he  can  procure, 
and  to  purchase  such  other  articles  of  Provisions  as  he  may 
be  directed  by  this  Board,  in  order  to  be  stored  for  the  sup- 
ply of  any  Troops  tiiat  may  be  assembled  for  the  immedi- 
ate defence  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Miles  and  Colonel  Roberdcau  be 
a  Committee  to  draw  up  a  list  of  necessaries  that  they  may 
adjudge  necessary  for  supplying  a  large  body  of  Troops  that 
may  suddenly  assemble  for  the  defence  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Nixon,  Mr.  James  Riddle,  Colonel 
Cadwallader,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Mease,  Mr.  O.  Riddle,  and 
Mr.  Wilcocks,  be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  a  Memorial  to 
the  honourable  the  Assembly,  stating  the  conduct  of  this 
Committee  in  providing  the  Armed  Boats  with  Ammunition 
and  Military  Stores,  and  their  Orders  and  Regulations  for 
the  defence  of  this  Province  and  the  River  Delaware,  upon 
the  late  attempts  of  the  King's  Ships  to  invade  the  same. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon,  Esquire,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in 
favour  of  John  Wilcocks,  for  five  hundred  Pounds,  to  be 
charged  to  the  Gunlock  Manufactory  of  this  Province. 

The  Board  adjourned  to  five  o'clock. 

Agreeable  to  adjournment,  the  following  Members  met, 
viz :  George  Clymer,  Chairman,  John  Nixon,  Owen  Riddle, 
John  Cadwallader,  Samuel  Howell,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jan., 
Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Daniel  Roberdcau. 

Upon  application  of  Lieutenant  George  Cuppaidge,  pii- 
soner  of  war  at  Lebanon,  in  Lancaster  County,  for  leave  to 
remove  from  thence  to  Yorktown,  in  the  County  of  York: 

Resolved,  That  he  be  removed  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Samxiel  Miles  be  requested  to 
employ  as  many  of  the  Provincial  Troops  under  his  com- 
mand as  he  conveniently  can,  in  cutting  a  quantity  of  Fas- 
cines, informing  this  Board,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  num- 
ber he  may  have  procured. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  20,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Robert  Morris,  James 
Biddk,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  George  Clymer,  John  Cad- 
wallader, Joseph  Parker,  Alexander  Wilcocks. 

An  Order  was  this  day  drawn  and  signed  by  Robert  Mor- 
ris, Esquire,  Vice-President,  on  John  Nixon,  Esquire,  and 
others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  o(  James  Cald- 
well, for  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  Pounds  six  Shillings 
arid  one  Penny,  being  the  amount  of  fifty-seven  Rifles  arid 
Firelocks,  with  the  expenses  attending  them,  purchased  by 
Samuel  Culbertson,  of  Cumberland  County,  which  is  to  be 
charged  to  Firelocks  purchased  for  account  of  Congress. 

John  Ryan,  a  person  taken  some  time  since  at  Henlopen, 


and  intended  to  have  been  exchanged  for  some  person  on 
board  the  Roebuck  man-of-war,  was  tliis  day  brought  to 
lliis  City,  Captain  Craig,  who  went  down  with  him  and 
othei-s,  Prisoners,  to  exchange,  not  being  able  to  get  on 
board  said  Ship,  she  having  gone  to  sea :  and  this  Board 
having  been  inlormed  that  the  said  Ryan  was  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  River  and  Bay  of  Delaioare,  and  that  he  was 
otherwise  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  this  Province: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  he  (the  said  Ryan)  be  con- 
fined in  the  Jail  of  this  County  till  he  be  discharged  by  Con- 
gress or  this  Committee. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon,  Esquire,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts, 
for  ninety  Pounds  five  Shillings,  whicli,  with  one  hundred 
pounds  of  Gunpowder  delivered  by  Mr.  Towers,  the  10th 
instant,  is  in  full  for  four  hundred  and  sixty-one  pounds  of 
Saltpetre,  manufactured  in  Z/fl/icasier  County,  and  delivered 
to  Robert  Towers. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  White  and  Captain  Hazlewood 
be  requested  to  survey  the  Channel  on  the  East  side  of  the 
Bar  opposite  to  Fort-Island,  and  make  report  to  this  Board, 
as  soon  as  possible,  of  such  survey,  and  of  the  narrowest 
part  of  said  Channel. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Owen  Riddle  be  requested  to  procure 
five  or  six  Wagons,  and  send  them  to  Doctor  Coxe's  Iron 
Works,  in  the  Jerseys,  to  bring  with  all  possible  expedition 
the  Shot  he  made  for  account  of  this  Committee. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts  for  fifty  Pounds,  in  favour  of  Thomas 
Nevill,  Jesse  Orne,  Frazer  Kinsley,  and  John  Dcrry,  to- 
wards the  payment  of  Lead  Weights  to  be  collected  by 
them  for  the  use  of  this  Province. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  31,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  George  Clymer,  James 
Mease,  Owen  Riddle,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Samuel  How- 
ell, Samuel  Morris,  John  Cadwallader,  Daniel  Roberdcau. 

LTpon  application  q{  Robert  Towers,  for  payment  of  his 
Account  for  sundry  Arms,  Lead,  Sulphur,  &.C.,  purchased 
and  paid  for  by  him  on  account  of  this  Province, 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  in  his  favour 
on  John  Nixon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for 
one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings 
and  three  Pence,  being  the  amount  of  said  Account. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  Henry  Wynkoop  for  a  sum  pf 
Money  to  purchase  Firelocks,  by  order  of  the  Board  an 
Order  was  drawn  in  favour  of  Gcrardus  M'ynkoop  for  one 
hundred  Pounds,  which  is  directed  to  be  charged  to  the  said 
Henry  Wynkoop,  for  Arms  to  be  purchased  for  account  of 
Congress. 

The  following  Memorial  to  Congress  was  this  day  drawn 
up,  approved  of,  and  delivered  by  Mr.  James  Mease  to  Mr. 
Robert  Morris  : 

"  In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  21,  1776. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress :  The  Memo- 
rial of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Province  o/ Penn- 
sylvania, showing : 

"  That  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  having  ap- 
propriated large  sums  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  the 
same,  and  of  the  River  Delaware,  this  Committee,  who  were 
intrusted  with  the  application  thereof,  caused  thirteen  Armed 
Boats  or  Gondolas  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  manned,  and 
have  since  built,  fitted,  and  manned,  a  large  Ship,  Floating- 
Battery,  several  Guard-Boats,  and  a  great  number  of  Fire- 
Rafts,  erected  Fortifications  on  Deepwater-IslanJ,  raised  a 
large  Artillery  Company  for  their  defence,  and  sunk  Che- 
vaux-de-frise  in  the  Channel  of  the  River;  that  the  As- 
sembly have  raised  two  Battalions  of  Riflemen  and  one  of 
Musketry,  stationed  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Delaware. 

"  That  the  Committee  perceive,  after  all  these  exertions, 
greatly  surpassing,  as  they  believe,  any  that  have  been 
made  in  this  Continent  at  an  expense  merely  Colonial,  that 
this  defence  is  still  imperfect,  and  far  unequal,  in  their  idea, 
to  the  probable  force  that  may  soon  be  employed  against 
this  Colony.  To  give,  therefore,  additional  security  to  this 
Province  and  City,  and  the  navigation  of  the  River  and  Bay 
of  Delaware,  the  preservation  of  which  must  be  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  the  common  cause  of  the  Colonies,  this 
Committee  conceive  it  necessary  that  some  more  Armed 
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Boats  or  Gondolas,  larger  than  those  already  built,  capable 
of  navigating  in  Delaware  Bay,  and  another  Floating-Bat- 
tery, should  immediately  be  built;  they  are  also  of  opinion, 
that  some  Military  works  should  be  erected  on  the  eastern 
Shore  of  the  River  Delaware,  and  particularly  at  a  place 
called  Billingsport. 

"  That,  as  the  moneys  granted  by  the  Assembly  for  the 
purposes  of  defence  must  soon  be  exhausted  in  supporting 
the  large  establishment  of  Seamen  and  Soldiers  in  the  pay 
of  this  Province,  and  as  the  building,  equipping,  and  man- 
ning the  additional  Floating-Battery  and  Armed  Vessels, 
and  erecting  Fortifications  on  the  Jersey  shore,  will  be  too 
heavy  a  burden  for  this  Province  singly  to  bear,  this  Com- 
mittee beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Congress  to 
these  important  objects,  and  pray  their  aid  in  directing  those 
further  defences,  and  such  other  as  in  their  wisdom  shall 
appear  requisite  to  be  immediately  undertaken  and  carried 
into  execution,  at  the  Continental  charge." 

Instructions  to  Mr.  William  Richards  were  this  day  drawn 
up,  read,  approved  of,  and  delivered  him,  and  are  as  follows : 
^^To  Mr.  William  Richards: 

"You  are  hereby  appointed  Ships'  Husband  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania  Fleet,  and  empowered  to  do  all  such  matters  and 
things  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
said  office.  You  are  to  make  known  to  all  Commanders 
and  other  officers  employed  in  the  said  Fleet,  that  they  are 
to  apply  through  you  for  all  stores  and  necessaries  required 
for  the  service.  You  are  to  obtain  from  them  an  inventory 
of  all  the  articles  they  have  on  board,  and  an  indent  of  such 
as  they  are  in  want  of,  both  which  you  are  carefully  to  pre- 
serve, as  they  may  serve  you  in  regulating  any  future  sup- 
plies that  may  be  called  for.  You  are  to  procure  the  sun- 
dry articles  of  the  best  quality,  each  in  its  kind,  and  it  is 
your  particular  duty  to  buy  them  on  the  best  terms  in  your 
power.  You  are  to  take  each  officer's  receipt  for  the  arti- 
cles delivered  to  him,  and  you  are  to  return  the  billsor  ac- 
counts of  those  you  purchase  for  this  Board,  certified  by  you 
that  the  quantities  are  what  you  received,  and  the  prices  what 
you  agreed  for,  not  being  dearer  than  the  current  rates  of 
each  respective  article  at  the  time  of  purchase.  You  are 
empowered  to  inspect  and  inquire  on  board  the  Fleet  at 
least  once  in  every  month,  and  as  much  oftener  as  you  may 
think  necessary,  whether  all  stores  and  necessaries  are  taken 
proper  care  of,  and  not  neglected,  wasted,  or  embezzled,  and 
make  report  according  as  you  find  to  this  Board. 

"This  Board,  being  ever  desirous  of  serving  the  publick 
faithfully,  do  recommend  the  most  prudent  economy  in  the 
outfit  and  supplies  of  the  Fleet.  •  They  must  have  every- 
thing necessary,  but  avoid  all  expensive  superfluities ;  and, 
in  the  purchase  of  what  is  wanted,  give  a  preference  to  such 
persons  as  are  known  to  be  zealous  supporters  of  the  Ame- 
rican cause,  dividing  the  business  amongst  as  many  of  such 
as  can  be  done  with  convenience,  and  consistently  with  the 
publick  good." 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Colonel  Miles  be  directed 
to  detach  from  the  Provincial  Troops  under  his  command 
a  working  party  of  one  hundred  men  to  Fort-Island,  to 
assist  in  carrying  on  the  Fortifications  there,  the  said  party 
to  be  relieved  by  others  as  often  as  he  may  think  proper; 
and  they  shall  be  allowed,  over  and  above  their  pay,  a  quart 
of  eighteen  shillings  Beer  each  working  day. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Howell  be  requested  to  keep, 
for  the  use  of  this  Province,  the  whole  quantity  of  Salt  that 
he  has  now  for  sale,  and  that  he  be  allowed  seven  Shillings 
and  six  Pence  per  bushel  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  above-mentioned  Salt  be  removed  to 
Germantown  as  soon  as  possible,  and  there  to  be  stored,  under 
the  care  of  the  Committee  of  that  Town. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  brought  in  by  Colonel  Rober- 
deau  and  Colonel  Cadwallader  from  the  officers  appointed  to 
try  the  Cartridges  with  which  the  Associators  are  furnished, 
be  printed  in  the  different  Newspapers  of  this  City  ;  which 
is  as  follows : 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Officers 
of  the  Associatoi-s  of  the  City  and  Liberties  oi Philadelphia 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  Cartridges  delivered  by  the 
Commissary  to  the  said  Associators,  have  carefully  examined 
the  same,  and  find  the  weight  of  the  Powder  therein  con- 
tained is  two-fifths  part  of  the  weight  of  the  Ball.     It  ap- 


pears clearly,  from  experiment,  that  the  Powder  is  verv 
good  ;  that  the  above  proportion  is  fully  suflicient,  and  that 
more  would  be  useless,  if  not  dangerous. 

"T.  Matlack,  Colonel  R.  Bat. 

"  Francis  Wade,  Captain  2d  Bat. 

"Francis  Gurney,  Captain  3d  Bat. 

"William  Will,  Captain  1st  Bat. 

"Philadelphia,  May  20,  1776." 

A  Letter  was  this  day  sent,  by  order  of  the  Board,  to 
Colonel  Samuel  Miles,  directing  him  to  send  Lieutenant 
Ball,  with  an  officer,  by  land,  to  this  Committee,  in  order 
to  his  parole  being  taken,  when  he  is  to  be  sent  to  Ger- 
mantoivn  to  reside. 

By  order  of  the  Board  a  Letter  w  as  this  day  written  to 
Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  desiring  he  would  apply  to  Conoress 
for  a  quantity  of  Powder  for  the  use  of  this  Province. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  22,  1 776. 

Present :  Daniel  Roberdeau,  John  Cadwallader,  George 
Clymer. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  23,  1 776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  James  Biddle,  Owen  Biddle,  Tho- 
mas Wharton,  Junior,  Samuel  Howell,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
George  Gray,  George  Clymer,  Joseph  Parker. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Nixon  be  desired  to  write  to 
Mr.  Henry  WynJcoop,  of  Bucks  County,  to  purchase  five 
hundred  barrels  of  Pork,  and  as  much  salt  Beef  as  he  can 
procure,  for  the  use  of  this  Province  in  case  of  any  sudden 
collection  of  the  Associators,  or  other  Troops. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  24,  1776. 

Present :  James  Biddle,  Chairman,  John  Nixon,  Daniel 

Roberdeau,  JohnCadwallader, George  Ross,  Samuel  Morris, 

Jun.,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  David  Rittenhouse,  Joseph 

Parker,  Owen  Biddle,  Benj.  Bartholomew,  Samuel  Howell. 

A  Memorial  to  the  honourable  House  of  Assembly  was 
this  day  read,  approved  of,  and  sent  to  the  House,  and  is  as 
follows  : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assem- 
bly met :  The  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
the  said  Province,  showing: 

"That  there  being  only  nine  members  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee residing  in  this  City  who  are  not  members  of  As- 
sembly, and  several  of  the  said  Committee  being  frequently 
out  of  town  on  publick  business,  it  often  happens  that  a 
Board  cannot  be  got  together,  by 'which  very  important 
matters  are  sometimes  delayed,  to  the  injury  of  the  publick ; 
the  said  Committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your 
honourable  House  the  necessity  of  increasing  the  number  of 
this  Committee  immediately,  by  adding  more  persons  re- 
siding in  this  City." 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau  and  Colonel  Nixon 
be  a  Committee  to  fix  on  a  mode  for  speedily  supplying  the 
Associatoi-s  in  the  different  Counties  with  Cartridges,  pro- 
perly fitted  to  the  bore  of  each  Firelock. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wharton  and  Mr.  Samuel  Morris 
be  a  Committee  to  direct  the  properly  fitting  the  four  Flats, 
to  be  purchased  as  Hulks  for  a  cover  to  the  Armed  Boats 
in  time  of  action,  at  or  near  Fort-Island. 

Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  produced  to  the  Committee  a  copy 
of  his  Instructions  to  Mr.  Caronio,  dated  12th  February  and 
1st  March,  respecting  the  sale  of  a  Cargo  of  Provisions 
shipped  by  order  of  this  Committee  per  the  Brigantine 
Dolphin,  Captain  Prole,  for  St.  Thomas,  consigned  to  said 
Stephen  Caronio,  with  orders  to  invest  the  net  proceeds 
of  said  Cargo,  (the  balance  arising  from  her  freight,)  and 
the  net  proceeds  of  a  Cargp  shipped  to  Porto  Rico  per  the 
Nancy,  Captain  MontgomeYy,  in  Powder,  Arms,  &ic. ;  all 
which  he  was  directed  to  return  by  the  Brig  Nancy,  Cap- 
tain Montgomery,  for  account  of  this  Committee. 

Mr.  Morris  also  produced  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Caronio, 
dated  at  St.  Thomas,  30th  April  last,  whereby  it  appears 
he  had  sold  both  Cargoes,  and  was  receiving  pay,  part  in 
Cash  and  part  in  Produce  of  the  West-Indies. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  whole  value  of  Goods  and 
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Casli,  shipped  on  board  the  said  Brigantine  Nanaj,  by  Mr. 
Stephen  Caronio,  for  account  and  risk  of  this  Coininiltee, 
shall  be  accepted  for  the  puhlick  account,  and  are  at  their 
risk;  and  that  said  Mr.  Caronio's  Bills  for  amount  of  what 
he  so  ships  more  than  the  net  proceeds  of  the  Brigantine 
Dolphin's  Cargo,  shall  be  acco])led  and  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Memorial  to  Congress,  of  the  21st 
instant,  be  reconsidered  to-morrow  morning. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jacob  !S.  Howell  be  employed  to  go 
to  the  diflt^rent  Powder-Mills  employed  by  this  Board,  in 
order  to  this  Committee  being  informed  of  their  state,  and 
that  Mr.  Oivcn  Riddle  give  him  instructions  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Mr.  John 
Nijcon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accoimts,  in  favour  of 
Robert  Erwin,  for  forty  Pounds,  being  towards  the  pay- 
ment of  Wagons  bringing  Shot  from  Doctor  Coxc's  Iron- 
Works. 

Lieutenant  George  Rail,  belonging  to  the  Roebuck  man- 
of-war,  taken  in  a  Pilot-Boat  at  Cape  Jlcnlopen  some  time 
past,  and  now  brought  to  this  City,  this  day  gave  his  Parole, 
and  was  sent  to  Germantown  to  reside.  A  Letter  at  same 
time  was  written  to  Doctor  Ronsall,  desiring  him  to  provide 
proper  Boarding  for  said  Lieutenant  Rail. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  25,  1776. 

Present :  James  Riddle,  Chairman,  George  Clymer,  Sa- 
muel Howell,  John  Airon,  Joseph  Parker,  Thomas  Whar- 
ton, Junior,  George  Gray,  David  Rittenhouse,  Daniel 
Roberdeau,  Samuel  Morris,  Owen  Riddle,  John  Cadwalla- 
der. 

Resolved,  That  Commissary  Towers  be  authorized  to  ap- 
ply to  the  Congress,  on  behalf  of  this  Committee,  for  half  a 
ton  of  Powder  for  proving  Cannon. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  to  Captain  Loxley  five  quarter-casks  of 
Gunpowder,  for  proving  sixteen  Cannon  belonging  to  Mr. 
Roll,  which  this  Board  is  about  purchasing. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon,  Esquire,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in 
favour  of  Thomas  Nevill,  for  one  hundred  Pounds,  which  is 
to  be  charged  to  him  and  others,  appointed  for  purchasing 
Lead  for  the  use  of  this  Province. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Samuel  Miles  for  a  sum  of 
Money  for  the  use  of  himself  and  Colonel  Slough,  for  the 
service  of  the  Provincial  Battalions,  by  order  of  the  Board 
an  Order  was  drawn  in  favour  of  Colonel  Miles,  for  the  use 
of  Colonel  Slough,  on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer, 
for  two  thousand  Pounds ;  and  one  other  Order  in  favour 
of  Colonel  Miles,  for  one  thousand  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Rush  be  authorized  and 
directed  to  procure  a  sufficient  number  of  Locks,  Bars,  and 
Bolts,  immediately  to  be  rriade,  for  effectually  securing  the 
Doors  in  the  new  Jail  in  this  City,  where  the  Prisoners  from 
Carolina  are  confined,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Congress, 
by  this  Committee. 

The  following  Commitment  was  issued  by  order  of  the 
Board  for  the  confinement  of  the  several  persons  therein 
mentioned,  lately  taken  prisoners  in  North- Carolina,  and 
sent  from  thence  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  that  Pro- 
vince, and  ordered  into  close  confinement  by  Congress, 
viz: 

"In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  25,  1776. 

"To  the  Keeper  of  (he  Jail  o/ Philadelphia  County: 

'•  You  are  hereby  required  to  receive  into  your  custody 
Brigadier-General  Donald  McDonald,  Colonel  Allan  Mc- 
Donald, of  Kingsborough,  Major  Alexander  McDonald, 
(Coudrach,)  Alexander  McDonald,  son  of  Kingsborough, 
Captain  James  McDonald,  Captain  Angus  McDonald, 
Captain  Alexander  McKay,  Captain  Alexander  McCleod, 
Captain  Murdoch  McAskill,  Cajjtain  Neil  McArthur,  Cap- 
tain John  McLeod,  Captain  Thomas  Wier,  Captain  John 
McKenzie,  Lieutenant  John  Murchison,  Kenneth  McDo- 
nald, Aid-de-Camp,  Murdoch  McLeod,  Surgeon,  John 
Smith,  Adjutant-General,  DonaW  j>7cLeo(/,  Quartermaster, 
John  Rethune,  Chaplain,  Farquard  Campbell,  Colonel, 
Thomas  Rutherford,  and  Michael  Holt,  lately  taken  pri- 
soners in  North-Carolina,  and  them  safely  keep  in  close 


confinement  until  discharged  by  the  honourable  Congress 
or  this  Cominittee. 

"Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee: 

"James  Biddle." 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  John  Shea  be  desired  to  furnish 
an  Officer's  Guard  Ibr  the  protection  of  the  new  Jail,  and 
for  the  better  security  of  the  North-Carolina  Prisoners, 
during  their  confinement  there. 

A  Letter  was  this  day  received  from  Commodore  Cald- 
well, informing  this  Board  that  his  bad  state  of  health  pre- 
vents a  proper  application  of  his  time  to  die  publick  service  ; 
therefore  begs  leave  to  resign  his  appointment. 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of'  Commodore  Caldwell 
be,  and  it  is  hereby  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Riddle  and  Mr.  Owen  Rid- 
dle be  desired  to  look  out  for  proj)er  Stores  in  Germantown, 
that  will  contain  the  Saltpetre  and  other  articles  that  may 
be  thought  necessary  to  send  out  of  this  City,  for  a  greater 
security  of  them,  in  case  of  any  attack  on  this  City. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  possessed  of  MuskeLs  belong- 
ing to  this  Province,  that  were  distributed  during  the  late 
Indian  War,  be  desired  to  deliver  the  same  to  Colonel  Johti 
Shea,  or  his  order,  for  the  purpose  of  arming  his  Battalion ; 
and  his  receipt,  or  that  of  the  person  empowered  by  him  to 
collect  the  same,  will  prevent  any  future  demands  on  those 
persons  who  may,  upon  this  occasion,  deliver  up  the  said 
Arms. 

Colonel  Roberdeau,  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Congress 
and  acquaint  them  that  the  Prisoners  from  North- Carolina 
were  ordered  to  be  confined  in  Jail,  and  a  Guard  be  placed 
over  them,  and  to  know  whether  they  were  to  have  the  al- 
lowance ordered  to  Officers,  prisoners  of  war,  reports  that 
the  Congress  directs  that  they  should  be  considered  and 
provided  for  as  Officers. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  27,  1776. 

Present:  George  Clymer,  Chairman,  John  Cadwallader, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Junior,  Joseph  Parker,  John  Nixon, 
Robert  White,  George  Ross. 

The  following  Memorial  to  the  Assembly,  was  this  day 
approved  of,  signed  by  the  Chairman  and  sent  to  the  House : 
"To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 

of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 

met :   The  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the 

said  Province,  showing: 

"That,  about  the  beginning  of  this  month,  this  Committee 
being  advised  that  two  of  f he  King's  ships,  which,  for  some 
time  before,  near  Cape  Henlopen,  infested  the  trade  of  this 
Colony,  had  altered  their  stations  there  and  were  proceed- 
ing up  the  River  Delaware,  they  issued  orders  to  the  officers 
of  the  armed  boats  or  gondolas  to  stop  their  progress  ;  that 
in  the  engagement  that  succeeded  it,  some  are  of  opinion 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  gondolas  to  have  taken  or  de- 
stroyed the  Roebuck  of  forty-four  guns,  one  of  the  said  ships, 
but  this  was  not  done,  and  she  returned  down  the  river 
to  her  former  station.  In  a  variety  of  opinions  respecting 
the  causes  of  the  miscarriage,  the  Commanders  of  the  boats 
have,  in  a  publication,  attributed  it  to  the  misconduct  of  this 
Committee,  in  not  furnishing  them  with  sufficient  quantities 
of  ammunition.  By  this  accusation  the  Cominittee,  having 
been  in  some  measure  rendered  parties,  request  your  ho- 
nourable House  will  take  the  premises  into  consideration, 
and  promote  such  an  inquiry  as  shall  satisfy  the  publick 
where  the  blame  of  misconduct  is  justly  chargeable ;  and 
whatever  shall  be  the  determination  respecting  them  ihey 
shall  cheerfully  acquiesce  in." 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon,  Esquire,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in 
favour  of  Messrs.  Riddle,  Rittenhouse,  and  De  Haven,  for 
eighty  Pounds  five  Shillings,  being  the  amount  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  and  one-quarter  pounds  of  Saltpetre 
manufactured  at  the  Provincial  Works  in  this  City. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Niion  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of 
Captain  William  Richards,  for  four  hundred  Pounds  ;  to  be 
charged  to  his  account. 

Resolved,  That  William  Watkins  be  appointed  Captain 
of  one  of  the  Guard-Boats,  &ic. 
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Resolved,  That  Robert  Tatnall  be  appointed  Captain  to 
one  of  tile  Guard-Boats,  &c.,  and  iiis  appointment  to  take 
place  to-morrovv. 

Resolved,  Tliat  tlie  Committee  meet  to-morrow  evening, 
at  seven  o'clock,  to  consider  of  a  proper  person  to  be  ap- 
pointed Commodore  to  the  Fleet,  and  to  take  under  consi- 
deration the  Naval  Armaments  of  this  Province, 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  88,  1776. 

Present :  James  Biddle,  Ciiairnian,  Samuel  Miles,  Da- 
niel Roberdeaii,  John  Cadwalladcr,  George  Clymer,  Samuel 
Howell,  Thomas  Wharton,  Junior,  Henry  Wynlcoop,  Owen 
Biddle,  Robert  White. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon,  Esquire,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in 
favour  of  Timothy  Shcaler,  for  two  Pounds,  being  the 
amount  of  his  Account  against  some  of  the  Prisoners  taken 
by  Captain  Barry,  which  is  directed  to  be  charged  to  ac- 
count of  Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver,  for  the  use  of  the  Block-House  al  Fort- 
Island,  ten  Gun-Carriages  and  two  hundred  six-pound  Shot. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of 
Robert  Towers,  for  sixty-nine  Pounds  eighteen  Shillings  and 
nine  Pence,  being  the  amount  of  his  account  for  Lead, 
Saltpetre,  Arms,  &ic. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esquire,  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  Colonel  Miles,  for 
the  use  of  Colonel  Mathias  Slough,  for  one  thousand  Pounds, 
being  for  the  service  of  the  Provincial  Battalions. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esquire,  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  John  M.  Nesbitt, 
for  two  thousand  five  hundred  Pounds. 

John  Legate,  one  of  the  prisoners  taken  in  North-Caro- 
lina, and  left  sick  on  the  road,  was  brought  this  day  to  the 
City,  and  by  order  of  the  Board  was  ordered  to  be  confined 
with  the  others  in  the  Jail  of  this  County. 

A  Letter  being  received  from  Mr.  Mark  Bird,  signifying 
liis  willingness  to  purchase  or  have  made  in  Berks  County 
one  hundred  Muskets  for  this  Committee,  provided  he  is 
supplied  with  a  sufficient  sura  of  Money  for  that  purpose, 
and  an  Order  on  the  Commissaries  and  Assessors  of  said 
County  to  deliver  him  all  the  Muskets  which  have  been 
made  under  their  direction  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  Assem- 
bly, upon  paying  them  the  first  cost  of  the  same : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  said  offer  be  accepted,  and 
that  the  sum  of  four  hundred  Pounds  be  furnished  to  the 
said  Mark  Bird  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  having 
made  one  hundred  Muskets  with  Bayonets,  agreeable  to 
the  pattern  sent  to  the  said  Commissioners  and  Assessors ; 
and  that  the  said  Commissioners  be  required  to  deliver  him 
all  the  Arms  which  they  have  procured  iis  aforesaid,  on  his 
paying  for  the  same,  which  are  to  be  replaced  by  them  as 
soon  as  possible  by  new  ones,  which  they  are  to  have  made 
agreeable  to  said  pattern. 

Agreeable  to  the  above  Resolve  and  for  the  uses  therein 
mentioned,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael  Hillegas,  E,sc[., 
in  favour  of  Mark  Bird,  Esquire,  for  four  hundred  and 
twenty  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Martin  West  be  appointed  Master  of  the 
Ammunition  Vessel,  at  five  Pounds  per  month  and  two 
Rations. 

That  James  Simpson  be  appointed  Master  of  the  Provi- 
sion Vessel,  at  five  Pounds  per  month  and  two  Rations. 

That  Mr.  Fitzsimmons  and  Captain  Moulder  he  request- 
ed to  cause  the  said  Vessels  to  be  immediately  equipped  for 
service,  and  man  them  with  one  Mate  to  each,  at  twelve 
Dollars  per  month  and  one  Ration  of  Provision,  who  is  to 
do  the  duty  of  Clerk  and  keep  an  exact  account  of  all  Stores 
received  on  board,  and  delivered  out,  and  to  whom ;  and 
five  men  to  the  Ammunition  Vessel  and  three  to  the  Provi- 
sion Vessel,  at  seven  Dollars  per  month  and  one  Ration 
each,  and  to  provide  a  four-oared  Boat  to  each  of  the  said 
Vessels. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts  in  favour  of  Samuel  Morris,  Junior,  for 
four  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  being  for  Wagon  hire,  in  bringing 


the  baggage  of  the  Carolina  Prisoners,  wliich  Mr  Morris  paid, 
and  is  directed  to  be  charged  to  account  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Jeremiah  Simmons,  now  Lieutenant,  be 
and  he  is  hereby  appointed  Captain-Lieutenant  of  the  Artil- 
lery Coinpany  in  tiie  service  of  this  Province;  and  that  his 
Coirmiission  as  such  be  dated  at  the  time  of  his  first  enter- 
ing into  that  service,  being  the  '■24th  o{  February  last. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Owen  Biddle  and  Colonel  Rober- 
deau  be  authorized  to  procure  to  be  made  2000  Hand-Gre- 
nades,  150  Pitching- Axes,  50  Wheel-Barrows,  100  Spades, 
150  Pick- Axes,  150  Hand-Barrows,  500  Shovels,  25 
Grubbing-Hoes,  and  200  Hatchets. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  in  kvoin  of  John  Lewis,  for  three  Pounds 
seven  Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  for  repairing  Muskets  pur- 
chased for  account  of  Congress  ;  which  sum  is  directed  to  be 
charged  to  account  of  Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers  was  directed  to 
deliver  Colonel  Atlee  the  fifty-six  Fire-Locks  received  from 
Northampton  County,  and  all  the  Arms  with  Accoutrements 
belonging  to  the  Province  that  he  now  has  in  his  posses- 
sion, lor  the  use  of  the  Provincial  Musket  Battalion. 

Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  yesterday,  the  following  Mem- 
bers met  this  evening : 

James  Biddle,  Chairman,  John  Cadwallader,  John  Nixon, 
George  Clymer,  Samuel  Howell,  Owen  Biddle,  Thomas 
Wharton,  Junior. 

The  following  Resolve  of  Assembly  was  handed  this 
Board  by  Samuel  Howell,  Esquire : 

"  In  Assembly,  May  28,  1776. 

"  On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  House,  as  soon  as  possible,  an  ac- 
count of  the  preparations  of  every  kind  already  made  or  now 
making  by  them  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Peter  Evans,  Clerk  of  Assembly." 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wharton  and  Mr.  Mease  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  draw  up  an  account  of  the  Military  preparations 
in  this  Province,  in  order  to  its  being  laid  before  the  Assem- 
bly, agreeably  to  their  Resolve  of  this  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Fire-Sloop  be  manned  with  one 
Captain,  and  that  he  be  allowed  twenty-six  and  two-thirds 
Dollars  per  month  and  three  Rations ;  one  Lieutenant, 
and  that  he  be  allowed  eighteen  Dollars  per  month  and  two 
Rations ;  two  Men,  to  be  allowed  seven  Dollars  per  month 
and  four  Dollars  bounty  each. 

That  in  time  of  service  the  said  Sloop  be  manned  by  vo- 
lunteers from  the  Fleet. 

That  the  Officers  and  Men  belonging  to  the  Fire-Sloop 
and  Guard-Boats  and  Fire-Rafts,  draw  their  Rations  from 
the  Commissary. 

That  each  Guard-Boat  be  manned  with  one  Captain, 
and  that  he  be  allowed  twenty-six  and  two-thirds  Dollars 
per  month,  and  three  Rations;  one  Gunner,  and  that  he 
be  allowed  ten  Dollars  per  month ;  eleven  Privates,  and 
that  they  be  allowed  seven  Dollars  per  month,  and  four  Dol- 
lars bounty  each. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Moulder  and  Fitzsimmons  bo 
authorized  to  purchase  and  fit  up  two  Shallops,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  Officers  and  Men  of  the  Guard-Boats  ; 
each  Vessel  to  accommodate  about  forty  persons. 

Resolved,  That  James  Montgomery  be  directed  to  attend 
this  Board  to-morrow,  to  answer  his  changing  his  Boat 
without  leave  of  this  Board. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  29,  1776. 

Present :  James  Mease,  Chairman,  John  NixoJi,  Daniel 
Roberdeau,  Owen  Biddle,  Robert  White,  John  Cadwalla- 
der, Samuel  Morris,  Jun. 

Captain  Montgomery  appeared  this  day,  agreeable  to 
orders,  and  acquaints  this  Board  that  the  reason  of  his  re- 
moving from  his  Boat  was  in  consequence  of  leave  obtained 
from  the  Commodore,  and  now  applies  to  have  such  change 
confirmed. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  he,  the  said  Captain  James 
Montgomery,  take  the  command  of  the  Chatham,  in  the 
room  of  the  Ranger,  Armed  Boats. 
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Captain  Crawford,  a  Prisoner  taken  at  St.  Johns,  ap- 
pears at  tliis  Board  and  begs  to  be  indulged  a  few  days' 
stay  in  this  City;  which  was  granted  him  on  iiis  giving  his 
word  of  hononr  that  he  would  conduct  himself  with  pro- 
priety during  his  stay. 

Upon  application  of  Robert  Morris,  Esquire,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  an  Order  drawn  on  this  Committee  in  his  favour 
by  Stephen  Caronio,  and  in  consequence  of  a  Resolve  of 
this  Board  of  the  ^4th  instant,  by  order  of  the  Board  an 
Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nixon,  Esquire,  and  others,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts,  for  the  payment  of  said  Order, 
amounting  to  nine  thousand  Dollars. 

The  following  Instructions  to  Captain  lieed,  for  the  bet- 
ter government  of  the  Navy  now  under  his  command,  were 
this  day  drawn  up,  approved  of,  and  sent  him: 

"  Sir:  We  think  it  proper  to  acquaint  you  that  Commo- 
dore Caldwell  has,  by  his  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  resigned 
the  command  of  the  fleet,  as  his  ill  state  of  health  will  not 
admit  of  his  giving  that  attendance  which  the  critical  situation 
of  publick  affairs  requires. 

"  The  chief  command  of  the  fleet,  consequently,  for  the 
present,  devolves  upon  you,  and  you  are  hereby  directed  to 
see  all  the  orders  from  this  Board  or  from  the  Assembly 
strictly  executed.  As  there  is  the  greatest  reason  lo  appre- 
hend an  immediate  attack,  we  think  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  whole  fleet  under  your  command  be  in  constant 
readiness. 

"  The  barracks  on  Fort-Island  being  now  ready  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  ofFicei-s  belonging  to  the  boats,  you 
are  directed  to  order  all  the  boats  to  be  stationed  at  Fort- 
Island.  No  officers  of  the  fleet  are  to  absent  themselves 
without  your  leave,  or  the  leave  of  the  commanding  officer ; 
and  you  are  not  to  suffer  more  than  two  officers  to  be  absent 
at  one  time  without  some  evident  necessity,  taking  particular 
care  that  such  officer  return  punctually  at  the  time  men- 
tioned in  his  leave  of  absence.  No  officer  of  the  fleet  is  to 
lie  out  of  his  boat  or  other  vessel  to  which  he  belongs,  with- 
out your  leave,  or  the  leave  of  the  commanding  officer. 

"As  the  safety  of  this  City  and  Province  depends  chiefly 
upon  the  armament  under  your  command,  we  direct  you  to 
pay  the  strictest  attention  to  the  duties  of  your  important 
station,  and  to  establish  such  regulations  as  will  conduce  to 
promote  good  order  and  discipline,  without  which  no  mili- 
tary establishment  can  long  subsist." 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  a  proper  mode 
of  providing  Cartridges  for  the  different  bores  of  Fire-Locks 
in  the  hands  of  the  Associators  report,  that  the  practice  of 
our  Commissary,  upon  the  authority  of  Books,  is,  two-fifths 
of  the  weight  of  each  Ball  to  a  charge  of  Powder,  which 
proportion  has  been  ascertained  by  actual  experiment,  as 
lately  reported  by  a  Committee  appointed  out  of  the  Bat- 
talions in  this  City,  as  published  in  the  publick  prints,  adopt- 
ed by  this  Board  and  entered  on  our  Minutes. 

That  this  proportion,  reduced  to  different  Bores,  is  as 
follows : 

Dwt.  grs. 

A  Ball  13  to  the  pound, 9     20 

A  Ball  15  to  the  pound, 8     12 

A  Ball  17  to  the  pound, 7     12 

A  Ball  19  to  the  pound, 6     16 

A  Ball  21  to  the  pound, 6       2 

A  Ball  24  to  the  pound, 5       8 

A  Ball  30  to  the  pound, 4       6 

That,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  numbers  and  sizes  of  each 
Musket  through  the  several  Battalions  in  the  Province, 
for  the  government  of  our  Commissary  in  making  up  Car- 
tridges, we  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  this  Board  lo 
furnish  the  Committee  of  each  County  with  one  or  two  sets 
of  Punches,  to  mark  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  &.C.,  also,  with 
as  many  sets  of  Formers  as  will  answer  to  the  above  seven 
sizes.  That  each  Committee  appoint  to  each  Battalion  a 
person  to  size  the  Guns,  and  mark  each  size  on  the  Breech- 
pin  or  on  the  lower  end  of  the  Barrel. 

That  each  Colonel  issue  orders  to  the  respective  Cap- 
tains, or  Commanding  Officer  in  each  Company  in  his  Bat- 
talion, to  send  an  exact  account  of  the  number  of  good 
Fire-Locks  in  their  several  Companies,  with  the  sizes  of 
them,  which  shall  be  entered  by  the  Colonel  in  a  book  to  be 
kept  by  each  Regiment,  to  be  denominated  the  Size-Book. 
As  soon  as  the  sizes  are  obtained  they  must  be  immedi- 


at(!ly  transmitted  to  our  Commissary,  and  any  increase  in  the 
number  of  Fire-Locks  to  each  Battalion  reported  from  time 
to  time,  that  the  number  of  good  Fire-Locks  in  each  Bat- 
talion may  be  always  known,  and  that  the  quantities  of  Car- 
tridges suited  to  each  bore  may  be  constantly  furnished,  tied 
up  in  bundles,  and  marked  with  the  respective  sizes. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  Report  be  confirmed  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  and  copies  sent  to  the  several  County 
Committees  to  furnish  their  Colonels  of  the  respective  Bat- 
talions. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  Report  be  approved  of,  and 
that  two  hundred  copies  be  printed,  to  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  different  Counties. 

Resolved,  That  Commissary  Towers  be  ordered  imme- 
diately to  provide  forty-four  sets  of  Formers  and  as  ifiany 
sets  of  Punches,  for  sizing  and  marking  the  Fire-Ijocks  of 
the  Associators,  to  be  immediately  sent  to  the  Committees 
of  Inspection  and  Observation  in  the  different  Counties  in 
this  Province. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  30,  1776. 

Present :  James  Mease,  Chairman,  John  Nixon,  George 
Clymer,  Samuel  Howell,  James  Riddle,  Owen  Riddle,  John 
Cadwalladcr,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun. 

L^pon  application  o{  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  the  Board  gave 
ordere  to  Lieutenant  Hume,  of  the  Armed  Boat  Ranger,  to 
send  two  men  on  board  a  Pilot  Boat  going  down  the  Bay 
on  publick  service. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  deliver  one 
ton  of  crude  Sulphur  to  Messrs.  Ridwell  and  Walter,  for 
refining. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  John  Nixon  and 
others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  ten  thousand  Pounds. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  deliver  to 
Mr.  William  Thomson,  or  his  order,  one  ton  of  Saltpetre, 
and  a  proportionable  quantity  of  Sulphur,  for  working  up 
into  Gunpowder  at  his  Mill  in  Warwick  Township,  Rucks 
County. 

Resolved,  That  the  representation  made  to  this  Commit- 
tee from  the  Committee-men  of  the  Borough  and  Township 
ofRristol,  in  Rucks  County,  be  sent  up  immediately  to  the 
honourable  House  of  Assembly,  as  the  matters  contained  in 
it  appear  very  important  and  proper  for  the  notice  of  that 
House. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  31,  1776. 

Present :  James  Mease,  Chairman,  John  Nixon,  Samuel 
Morris,  Jun.,  James  Riddle,  Samuel  Howell,  David  Ritten- 
house,  Owen  Riddle,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Thomas  Whar- 
ton, Jun. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon,  Esq.  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for 
forty-four  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  which,  with  fifty  pounds  of 
Gunpowder  ordered  to  be  delivered  him  by  Robert  Towers, 
Commissary,  is  in  full  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
pounds  of  Saltpetre,  manufactured  in  this  Province,  and  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Towers. 

Some  days  past  the  honourable  Continental  Congress 
sent  the  following  Resolve  to  this  Board ;  which  is  ordered 
to  be  entered  on  the  Minutes: 

"In  Congress,  April  3,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  every  person  intending  to  set  foitli  and 
fit  out  a  private  Ship  or  Vessel  of  War,  and  applying  for  a 
commission  or  letter's  of  marque  and  reprisal  for  that  pur- 
pose, shall  produce  a  writing  subscribed  by  him,  containin"- 
the  name  and  tonnage  or  burden  of  the  Ship  or  Vessel,  the 
number  of  her  guns  and  their  weight  of  metal,  the  name 
and  place  of  residence  of  the  owner  or  owners,  the  names 
of  the  commander  and  other  officers,  the  number  of  the 
crew,  and  the  quantity  of  provisions  and  warlike  stores ; 
which  writing  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  Con- 
gress, or  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Con- 
vention, or  Council  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony 
in  which  the  Ship  or  Vessel  shall  be,  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
said  Secretary,  and  shall  be  registered  by  him ;  and  that  the 
Commander  of  the  Ship  or  Vessel  before  the  commission 
or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  may  be  granted,  shall, 
together  with  sufficient  sureties,  seal  and  deliver  a  Bond,  in 
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the  penalty  of  five  thousand  Dollars  if  the  Vessel  be  of  one 
hundred  tons  or  under,  or  ten  thousand  Dollars  if  of  greater 
burden,  payable  to  the  President  of  Congress,  in  trust,  for  the 
use  of  the  United  Colonies,  with  condition  in  the  form  fol- 
lowins;,  to  wit : 

"  -The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  above 
bounden   .  .  .  .  ,  who  is  Coniniander  of  the  .  .  .  called 

,  belonging  to  .  .  .  .  ,  of  .  .  .  .  ,  in  the  Colony 

of ,  mounting  ....  carriage-guns,  and  naviga- 
ted by  ...  .  men,  and  who  has  applied  for  a  commission 
or  letters  of  marque  and   reprisal  to  arm,  equip,  and  set 

forth  to  sea  the  said ,  as  a  private  ship-of-war, 

and  to  make  captures  o( British  vessels  and  cargoes,  shall 
not  exceed  or  transgress  the  powere  and  authority  which 
shall  be  contained  in  the  said  commission,  but  shall  in  all 
things  observe  and  conduct  himself  and  govern  his  crew  by 
and  according  to  the  same,  and  certain  instructions  there- 
with to  be  delivered,  and  such  other  instructions  as  may 
iiereafter  be  given  to  him,  and  shall  make  reparation  for  all 
damages  sustained  by  any  misconduct  or  unwarrantable  pro- 
ceedings of  himself  or  the  officers  or  crew  of  the  said  .  . 
.  .  .  ,  then  this  obligation  shall  be  void,  or  else  remain  in 
force.    Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of ' 

"  Which  Bond  shall  be  lodged  with  the  said  Secretary  of 
Congress.     By  order  of  Congress  : 

"  John  Hancock,  President." 

The  following  Resolve  of  Congress  was  this  day  delivered 
to  the  Board,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Minutes : 

"  In  Congress,  May  25, 1776. 

"Resolved,  That  the  disposition  of  the  Prisoners  sent  from 
North- Carolina,  as  made  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 


Pennsylvania,  is  approved  ;  and  that  the  said  Prisoners  have 
the  allowance  ordered  to  Officers. 
"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Loxley  and  Mr.  TVilliam  Evans 
be  authorized  to  procure  Timber  for  the  following  number 
of  Carriages :  For  thirty  eighteen-pound  Carriages,  thirty 
twelve-pound  Carriages,  twenty  nine-pound  Carriages. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon,  Esq.  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for 
two  hundred  Pounds,  and  ordered  to  be  charged  to  the  Ac- 
count of  Thomas  Ncvill  and  others,  appointed  to  collect 
Lead  for  the  use  of  this  Province. 

In  consequence  of  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  3d  April 
last,  by  order  of  the  Board  a  Commission  was  granted  for 
the  Schooner  Mars,  Norris  Copper,  Master,  owned  by  Mr. 
John  Wilcoclcs  and  Messrs.  John  and  Peter  Chevalier,  and 
a  Bond  taken  agreeable  to  said  Resolve. 

A  Letter  was  this  day  sent  to  Messrs.  Levi  Hollin^sworth 
and  Thomas  Richardson,  and  directed  to  them  at  Newport, 
Rhode-Island,  enclosing  the  following  Resolves  of  Congress : 

"In  Congress,  May  30,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  six  of  the  heaviest  Cannon  at  Newport, 
and  fourteen  of  the  heaviest  Cannon  at  New-London, 
belonging  to  the  Continent,  be  transported  to  Philadelphia 
as  soon  as  possible. 

"  That  a  copy  of  the  above  Resolution  be  transmitted  to 
the  Governours  of  Rhode-bland  and  Connecticut. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 


CAPTAIN   NICHOLSON   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 
Ship  Defence,  off  Annapolis,  June  1,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received  yours  this  morning  per  Middle- 
ton,  and  ordered  him  down  on  the  look-out.  I  have  not 
discovered  anything  of  the  ships  since  I  left  them  off  Wind- 
mill Point,  but  apprehend,  should  they  intend  up  the  bay, 
you  will  certainly  hear  of  them  this  evening.  I  am  now 
proceeding  with  the  ship  up  to  Baltimore,  where  shall  ex- 
pect your  further  orders. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

James  Nicholson. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  o{  Maryland. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    HUGH   YOUNG. 

[No.  4.]  Annapolis,  June  1,  1776. 

Sir:  We  presume  the  first  valuation  of  the  schooner 
Ninety-Two  was  regular,  and  therefore  conceive  ourselves 
bound  by  it,  without  paying  any  regard  to  the  subsequent 
proceedings  of  Cravath  &f  Dugan.  The  necessary  repairs 
which  have  been  since  made  under  your  agreement  ought 
to  be  added.  We  cannot  now  give  orders  to  the  schooner, 
and  doubt  very  much  whether  she  can  sail  at  all,  but  of  this 
will  determine  in  a  few  days,  and  apprise  you,  or  in  your 
absence,  the  above  gentlemen,  of  it. 
We  are,  &.c. 

To  Mr.  Hugh  Young. 
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PHILADELPHIA    COMMITTEE    OF    INSPECTION. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of 
the  City  and  Liberties  o(  Philadelphia,  June  1,  1776: 

Whereas  the  honourable  Congress,  by  their  Resolve  of  the 
.30th  of  May,  have  empowered  the  Committees  of  Inspec- 
tion to  regulate  the  price  of  Salt : 

Resolved,  That  that  article  shall  not  exceed  the  follow- 
ing prices :  Coarse  Salt,  Is.  6d.  per  bushel,  3s.  9d.  per  half 
bushel,  and  S*.  per  peck ;  fine  Salt,  8s.  per  bushel,  4s.  per 
half  bushel,  and  2s.  2d.  per  peck. 

And  whereas  the  Congress  have  empowered  the  Com- 
mittees of  Inspection  to  regulate  the  price  of  Green  Tea,  as 
well  as  to  execute  their  Resolve  limiting  the  price  o[  Bohea 
Tea  at  three-fourths  of  a  Dollar  per  pound  : 

Resolved,  That  the  price  of  the  best  Green  Tea  shall  not 
exceed  32s.  6d.  per  pound. 

Resolved  likewise,  That  if  any  persons  shall,  by  any  art 


or  evasion,  elude  the  above  Resolutions  by  refusing  to  sell 
the  above  articl&s  at  the  said  limited  prices,  they  may  depend 
upon  being  held  up  as  enemies  to  their  country,  without  re- 
spect to  persons ;  and  they  may  be  assured  the  Committee 
will  take  such  further  steps  (if  necessary)  as  will  effectually 
carry  the  above  resolutions  of  Congress  into  execution. 

The  Committee  request  that  all  virtuous  citizens  will  use 
their  utmost  endeavours  to  detect  and  bring  to  justice  all 
such  persons  as  dare  to  offend  against  the  above  necessary 
and  highly  useful  regulations. 

J.  B.  Smith,  Secretary. 


PHILADELPHIA    COMMITTEE    OF    INSPECTION   AND  OBSERVA- 
TION. 

In  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  for  the  City 
and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  June  1 ,  1 776 : 

Whereas  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  by  their 
Resolve  of  the  30th  of  May,  empowered  the  said  Commit- 
tee to  regulate  the  price  of  Salt : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  said  article  of  Salt  shall 
not  exceed  the  following  prices,  viz :  Coarse  Salt,  Is.  6d.  per 
bushel,  3s.  9d.  the  half  bushel,  and  2s.  per  peck ;  fine  Salt 
8s.  per  bushel,  4s.  the  half  bushel,  and  2s.  2d.  per  peck. 

And  whereas  Stephen  Shewell  and  Joseph  Shewell,  in- 
habitants of  this  City,  have  knowingly  counteracted  said 
Resolution  of  the  1st  of  June,  hy  selling  coarse  Salt  at  l'2s. 
per  bushel,  and  Is.  6d.  the  half  peck,  and  fine  Salt  at  2s. 
the  half  peck  ;  and  being  charged  with  a  breach  of  said 
Resolve  before  this  Committee,  Joseph  Shewell  being  pre- 
sent, acknowledged  the  charge  to  be  just : 

Therefore  this  Committee,  in  discharge  of  the  duty  they 
owe  to  the  publick,  and  in  order  to  show  to  the  world  their 
resolution  to  support  their  limitations,  which  they  are  of 
opinion  are  founded  on  just  and  generous  principles,  after 
giving  them  previous  notice,  declare  and  hold  up  to  the 
world  the  aforesaid  Stephen  Shewell  and  Joseph  Shewell 
as  enemies  to  their  country,  and  preclude  them  from  all 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  these  States. 
Nathaniel  Donnell,  Secretary  pro  tern. 


MARK    BIRD    TO    PHILADELPHIA    COMMITTEE. 

Reading,  June  1,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Agreeable  to  the  assurance  in  our  last,  your 
letter  of  the  21st  ultimo,  with  the  several  papers  therewith 
sent,  were  laid  before  the  General  Committee  of  this  County; 
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and  I  am  now  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  thoy  have  ap- 
pointed a  number  of  gentlemen  of  liieir  body  to  attend  the 
conference  proposed  to  be  held  in  your  city  on  the  18th  of 
this  month,  in  order  to  a^ree  upon  and  direct  the  mode  of 
electing  members  for  a  Provincial  Convention,  a  measure 
which  "they  conceive  to  be  extremely  pro|)er  in  itself,  and 
liighly  necessary  in  tiie  present  situation  of  our  affairs.  The 
gentlemen  nominated  by  the  Committee  are  Messrs.  llenry 
Haller,  Bodo  Otto,  Jacob  Morgan,  Benjamin  Spijcktr, 
Nicholas  Liitz,  Valentine  Eckert,  Charles  Shoemaker, 
Daniel  Hunter,  Joseph  Hicster,  and  myself,  who  will  at- 
tend at  the  time  appointed. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Mark  Bird,  Chairman. 

To  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

GENERAL  PUTNAM  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  1,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  I  have  this  moment  (by  express)  re- 
ceived the  enclosed  letters  from  Generals  Schuyler  and  >S«/- 
livan,  which  I  think  of  such  great  importance  I  shall  imme- 
diately forward  you,  together  with  my  answer  to  General 
Schuyler.  1  wrote  you  yesterday,  but  was  too  late  for  the 
post ;  shall  forward  it  on  with  this ;  since  w  hich  five  ships 
have  arrived  at  the  Hook,  three  of  which  1  suppose  to  be 
men  of  war. 

I  am  truly  sorry  for  our  defeat  in  Canada  at  the  Cedars  ; 
hope  Congress  will  immediately  take  the  importance  of  that 
country  into  serious  consideration,  and  immediately  send  on 
reinforcements,  or  1  fear  we  shall  lose  what  we  had  posses- 
sion of. 

I  am  in  so  great  haste  I  know  not  but  I  shall  forward  on 
some  papers  which  are  of  no  consequence.  Botli  expresses 
now  wait. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  General,  with  esteem,  your 
Excellency's  most  humble  servant, 

Israel  Putnam. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

general  PUTNAM  TO  GENERAL  SCHUTLER. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  1,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  General  Washington  not  being  here,  I 
sent  forward  a  number  of  cannon,  two  tons  of  powder,  in- 
trenching tools,  pork,  &.C.,  agreeable  to  your  desire  in  your 
last  letter.  Your  express  this  moment  arrived.  I  shall 
forward  the  letters  on  immediately  to  the  General,  who  is 
yet  at  Philadelphia  with  the  Congress.  Depend,  sir,  no- 
thing shall  be  wanting  in  my  power  to  forward  and  assist 
the  troops  gone  to  Canada  this  campaign.  Powder  and 
lead  we  shall  soon  forward  on.  The  little  I  sent  you  on 
with  the  guns,  he,  1  hope  is  safe  to  hand  before  this.  Pro- 
visions will  be  forwarded  on  as  you  could  wish,  and  I  doubt 
rot  Congress  will  immediately  order  on  a  reinforcement  of 
men,  which  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  do.  1  beg  you  will 
write  for  every  article  you  want  as  soon  as  possible,  and  it 
shall  immediately  be  sent  on. 

It  is  with  pain  I  hear  of  Colonel  Bedel  and  the  brave 
Major  Sherburne's  defeat  at  the  Cedars.  For  God's  sake, 
if  possible,  forward  on  relief  to  the  Caughnawagas  imme- 
diately, or  1  fear  we  shall  lose  them  all.  I  know  them  to 
be  a  very  brave  nation,  and  think  it  of  importance  they 
should  be  secured  to  our  interest.  Five  ships,  supposed  to 
be  men-of-war,  have  just  arrived  at  the  Hook,  and  1  trust 
we  are  ready  for  them,  come  as  soon  as  they  will. 

I  am,  in  the  greatest  haste,  dear  sir,  your  most  humble 

servant,  »  r» 

Israel  Putnam. 

To  General  P.  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  Colonel  Knox  tells  me  there  is  plenty  of  cannon 
for  ships  at  Crown-Point. 


tents.  My  business  is  of  such  a  nature  that  I  cannot  leave 
it.  My  books,  say  the  books  of  Corse  Sf  Bull,  are  in  the 
country,  to  which,  with  many  other  matters,  1  must  attend  ; 
and  as  my  residence  is  now  there,  I  think  some  pereon 
ought  to  be  appointed  in  my  stead.  Had  1  been  commis- 
sioned, I  should  before  this  have  resigned  ;  besides  all  this, 
I  am  by  no  means  a  friend  to  independency,  which  I  think 
has  or  will  take  place  soon,  and  shall  not  in  any  capacity 
arm  in  defence  of  it. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  your  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant,  . 


To  Colonel  Remsen. 


Joseph  Bull. 


JOSEPH  bull  to  henry  bemsen. 

New-York,  June  1,  1776. 
Dear  Sir  :  When  I  was  in  town  last  week  I  expected 
to,  but  missed  seeing  you.     On  my  return  home  met  with 
your  letter,  but  cannot  by  any  means  comply  with  the  con- 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

June  1,  1776. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  left  New-York  on 
Sunday  last,  in  order  to  view  the  fortifications  on  Hudson's 
River,  in  the  Highlands.  1  took  with  me  Colonel  Putnam, 
Chief  Engineer,  and  Captain  Sergeant,  of  the  Artillery. 
The  winds  were  so  advei-se  that  we  did  not  reach  Fort 
Montgomery  until  IVednesday  evening ;  but  with  the  help 
of  our  boat,  we  employed  our  time  in  visiting  several  other 
parts  of  tile  river  tiiat  appeared  proper  for  fortifying.  At 
the  mouth,  or  south  end  of  the  Highlands,  about  four  miles 
below  Fort  Montgomery,  there  is  a  post  which  to  me  ap- 
pears well  worth  possessing,  on  many  accounts ;  should  the 
enemy  be  in  possession  of  it,  we  should  be  cut  off  from  our 
best  communication  with  the  whole  country  below  the  High- 
lands, eastward  as  well  as  westward.  There  is  a  very  re- 
markable spot  of  ground,  easily  fortified,  which  commands 
the  passage  of  the  river  as  well  as  either  of  the  other  posts  ; 
it  also  commands  the  mouth  and  landing  of  Peek's  Kill, 
from  which  there  is  an  excellent  road  into  Connecticut,  which 
is  only  twenty  miles  off;  on  the  opposite  side  is  an  excellent 
road  into  New-Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  The  sketch  of 
this  part  of  the  river  (No.  1)  will  best  show  the  propriety 
of  its  being  fortified.  In  the  passage  from  this  place  to 
Fort  Montgomery  is  a  large  island,  which  would  be  very 
useful  to  the  enemy  in  their  approaches  to  that  place. 

Fort  Montgomery  is  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  which  is  there  about  half  a  mile  broad,  and  the  bank 
one  hundred  feet  high ;  on  the  opposite  shore  is  a  point  of 
land  called  Anthony's  Nose,  which  is  many  hundred  feet 
high,  very  steep,  and  inaccessible  to  anything  but  goats,  or 
men  very  expert  in  climbing.  A  body  of  riflemen  placed 
here  would  be  of  very  great  use  in  annoying  an  enemy,' as 
the  declis  of  every  vessel  that  passes  must  lie  open  to 
them. 

The  works  begun  and  designed  at  Fort  Montgomery 
are  open  lines,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  plan  No.  2,  and  all 
lie  on  the  north  side  of  a  small  creek  called  Pooplopen's 
Kill,  on  the  south  side  of  which  is  a  point  of  land  which 
projects  more  into  the  river,  commands  all  the  principal 
works,  and  is  within  two  and  three  hundred  yards  of  them. 
On  the  top  of  this  point  is  a  level  spot  of  ground,  of  near 
an  acre,  commanded  by  nothing  but  the  higii  inaccessible 
mountains,  at  about  twelve  hundred  yards  distance;  this 
spot,  I  think,  should  by  all  means  be  fortified,  as  well  for 
the  annoyance  of  the  enemy  in  their  approach  up  the  river, 
as  ibr  the  protection  of  the  works  at  Fort  Montgomery.  In- 
deed, this  appears  to  me  the  most  proper  place  1  have  seen 
on  the  river  to  be  made  the  grand  post ;  and,  in  my  opinion, 
should  be  a  regular  strong  work,  capable  of  resisting  every 
kind  of  attack,  and  of  containing  a  grand  magazine  of  all 
kinds  of  wariike  stores.  The  wiiole  would  then  command 
the  passage  of  the  river  with  so  formidable  a  cross  fire  as 
would  deter  any  attempt  to  approach  with  shipping.  The 
works  finished,  designed,  or  begun  at  Fort  Montgomery 
are,  each  of  them,  distinguished  in  the  plan  No.  2.  Those 
built  are  all  faced  with  fascines,  and  filled  in  with  strong 
good  loam  ;  but  as  they  are  liable  to  take  fire,  the  Commis- 
sioners who  have  the  care  and  direction  of  the  works,  pro- 
pose to  roughcast  the  faces  of  the  embrasures  with  a  strong 
mortar  made  of  quicklime  and  sharp  sand,  of  which  there 
b  plenty  at  hand.  I  advised  them  to  try  the  experiment 
on  part  of  the  work  as  soon  as  possible.  As  these  open 
lines  are  entirely  defenceless  on  the  land  side,  it  will  be  very 
proper  to  erect  a  small  redoubt  on  the  hill,  in  the  rear  of 
them,  marked  A. 

Fort  Constitution  is  about  six  miles  above  Fort  Mont- 
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gomery,  on  an  island  near  the  east  side  of  tiie  river,  and 
near  tlie  nortli  end  of  the  Highlands,  which  on  the  west  and 
south  sides  is  bounded  by  the  river,  and  on  the  north  and 
east  sides  by  low  marsh  and  small  creeks  running  through 
it.  The  works  here  consist  of  four  open  lines  or  batteries, 
fronting  the  river;  the  two  easternmost  command  the  ap- 
proach up  the  river  very  well ;  the  next,  or  middle  line,  com- 
mands the  approach  from  West  Foint  upwards  ;  the  western- 
most battery  is  a  straight  line  constructed  by  Mr.  liomans, 
at  a  very  great  expense ;  it  has  fifteen  embrasures,  which  face 
the  river  at  a  right  angle,  and  can  only  annoy  a  ship  in 
going  past ;  the  embrasures  are  within  twelve  feet  of  each 
other ;  the  merlons  on  the  outside  are  but  about  two  feet 
in  the  face,  and  about  seven  feet  deep,  made  of  square 
timber  covered  with  plank,  and  look  very  neat ;  he  also  built 
a  log  house  or  tower  on  the  highest  cliff,  near  the  water, 
mounted  with  eight  cannon,  (four-pounders,)  pointed  out  of 
the  garret  windows,  and  looks  very  picturesque.  Upon  the 
whole,  Mr.  Romans  has  displayed  his  genius  at  a  very  great 
expense  and  to  very  little  publick  advantage.  The  works 
in  their  present  open  condition  and  scatteied  situation  are 
defenceless ;  nor  is  there  one  good  place  on  the  island  on 
which  a  redoubt  may  be  erected  that  will  command  the 
whole ;  however,  I  have  marked  in  the  plan  (No.  3)  those 
heights  which  are  most  commanding ;  yet  every  work  on 
the  island  is  commanded  by  the  hill  on  the  West-Point, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  within  five  hundred  yards, 
where  there  is  a  level  piece  of  land  of  near  fifty  acres  in 
extent.  A  redoubt  on  this  West-Point  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, not  only  for  the  preservation  of  Fort  Constitution,  but 
for  its  own  importance  on  many  accounts.  One  also  is 
necessary  at  the  west  end  of  the  island,  to  command  the 
approach  that  way,  and  to  prevent  a  landing  at  the  north 
side  of  the  island.  An  easy  communication  by  land  as  well 
as  by  water  may  be  made  with  Fort  Montgomery  from  the 
West-Point. 

The  garrison  of  Fort  Constitution  consists  of  two  com- 
panies of  Colonel  Clinton's  Regiment,  and  Captain  Wis- 
7ier's  company  of  Minute-men — in  all  about  one  hundred 
and  sixty  rank  and  file.  The  garrison  at  Fort  Montgo- 
mery consists  of  three  companies  of  the  same  regiment, 
amounting  to  about  two  hundred  men  rank  and  file.  The 
field-officer  of  the  regiment  is  Lieutenant-Colonel  Living- 
ston ;  but  the  command  of  the  whole  of  both  garrisons  is 
still  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  NicoU,  who,  it  seems,  last  fall 
raised  a  regiment  of  Minute-men  for  the  purpose  of  gairi- 
soning  Fort  Constitution,  which  regiment  is  all  dismissed 
except  Captain  Wisner's  company  of  about  forty  privates. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Livingston  has  very  prudently  avoided 
any  dispute  with  Colonel  Nicoll  about  the  command,  rather 
referring  the  matter  to  your  Excellency's  determination. 
The  whole  of  the  troops  at  both  these  posts  are  miserably 
armed,  as  will  appear  by  the  return  No.  4.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Livingston  informs  me  he  has  lately  received  about 
forty  fire-locks,  all  in  very  bad  order,  from  the  Committees 
of  Dutchess  County,  and  expects  several  hundred  more  in 
a  few  days  in  the  same  condition.  I  have  therefore  directed 
the  blacksmith's  shop  at  Fort  Constitution  to  be  enlarged, 
so  that  it  will  at  the  same  time  serve  for  an  armory.  A 
blacksmith's  shop  and  armory  of  the  like  kind,  I  have  direct- 


ed at  Fort  Montgomery,  and  the  artificers  in  those  branches 
in  Clinton's  Regiment  to  be  employed  in  them. 

The  provision  branch  at  these  forts  seems  to  have  been 
strangely  managed.  Mr.  Walter  Livingston,  Commissary 
for  the  department  oi New-York  and  Canada,  residing  at 
Albany,  supplied  them.  His  Deputy,  (a  Mr.  Phelps.)  ap- 
pointed for  the  issuing  provisions  at  these  posts,  has,  since 
November  last,  been  there  in  all  about  a  fortnight.  The 
care  and  issuing  of  provisions  has,  in  the  meantime,  been 
left  to  a  sergeant,  who  has  dealt  them  out  without  any 
rule  but  his  own  caprice,  indiscretion,  and  want  of  honesty. 
Out  of  these  hands  the  provision  branch  here  has  lately 
gone  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  who,  by 
contract,  is  to  supply  the  troops  in  the  New-York  depart- 
ment. His  Deputy,  a  Mr.  llonan,  now  issues  the  provi- 
sion ;  but  instead  of  doing  it  according  to  contract,  by  which 
he  is  obliged  to  furnish  two  days'  fresh  provision  per  week, 
the  troops  have  had  fresh  provisions  only  twice  in  six  weeks. 
Complaints  are  loud  against  Mr.  Honan's  want  of  prudence 
and  sobriety.  Another  inconsistency  in  this  branch  is,  that 
while  there  is  a  very  considerable  stock  of  provision  at  Fort 
Constitution,  laid  in  at  Continental  expense,  by  Mr.  Walter 
Livingston,  as  appears  by  the  return  No.  5,  a  new  sup- 
ply is  sent  for  immediate  use  by  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston. 
If  this  goes  on,  the  old  stock  will  perish. 

The  direction  of  the  works  at  both  these  forts  is  in  the 
hands  of  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress oi  New- York.  Two  Commissioners,  with  four  car- 
penters, two  blacksmiths  and  seven  attendants,  are  at  Fort 
Constitution ;  two  Commissioners,  one  clerk,  fifteen  carpen- 
ters, and  four  masons,  are  at  Fort  Montgomery ;  the  pay  of 
these  amount  to  at  least  eight  hundred  dollars  per  month, 
besides  their  provisions,  &c.  One  good  engineer,  with  ar- 
tificers from  the  Army,  might,  I  think,  do  the  whole  business 
as  well. 

There  have  lately  been  brought  into  Fort  Montgomery 
several  persons  as  notorious  Tories.  They  are  sent  by  Dis- 
trict Committees  of  the  Counties  of  Albany,  Dutchess,  and 
Westchester,  with  directions  to  the  commanding  officer  to 
keep  them  at  hard  labour  until  their  further  order.  How 
far  this  accords  with  the  resolutions  or  intentions  of  the  Con- 
tinental or  Provincial  Congress  I  cannot  determine,  and 
have  therefore  directed  the  commanding  officer  to  employ 
them  in  the  works,  and  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  them, 
until  further  order. 

The  artillery  and  ordnance  stores,  at  these  posts,  ap- 
pears by  Captain  Sargent's  reports  herewith,  (No.  6.)  The 
cannon  in  general  are,  to  all  appearance,  excellent  of  their 
kind,  excepting  two  nine  and  three  six-pounders,  which  are 
dubious.  There  are  also,  I  am  informed,  six  cannon,  six- 
pounders,  four  of  them  good,  and  two  dubious,  at  New- 
Windsor,  a  place  about  six  miles  above  Fort  Constitution; 
they  had  better  be  brought  down  to  Fort  Montgomery. 

Considering  the  different  directions  all  these  matters  are 
under,  I  have  avoided  giving  any  determinate  orders  about 
them,  but  it  is  highly  necessary  that  explicit  orders  should 
soon  issue. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  humble  servant, 

Stikling. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


No.  4. 


Return  of  the  present  state  of  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Constitution, 

May  29, 

1776,  Lieut.  Col.  Livingston. 
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Fourth  Series. — Vol.  ti. 


♦Lieutenant  Ellsworth  gone  to  Albany,  with  a  guard  of  six  men,  with  powder. 
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No.  4 — Continued. 
Present  state  of  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Montgomery. 
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•  Lieutenant  gone  home  sick;  Ensign  dead. 
I  do  hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  Return. 


t  Lieutenant  Paulding  absent. 

Isaac  Nicoll,   Commissary  of  Stwes. 


No.  5. 

A  Return  of  Provision  in  the  Store  at  Fort  Constitu- 
tion. 


BY  WHOM  LAID  IN. 
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The  Store  is  not  fit  to  put  Provision  in  ;  and,  if  it  was, 
can  hold  but  very  little  more  than  is  in  it  now. 

James  Houman,  Deputy  Commissary. 


A  Return  of  Provisions  at  Fort  Montgomery,  May  31, 
1776. 
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1  do  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  Return  of  the  Pro- 
visions, per  me. 

Nehemiah  Carpenter,  Quartermaster. 

Return  of  Persons  employed  at  Fort  Montgomery. 

Per  month. 

2  Commissioners,  pay,  10s.  per  day,  -     -     -  £30  0  0 
1  Clerk  of  the  Check  and  Steward,     -     -     -        8  00 

15  Carpenters,  at  6».  per  day  each,      -    '-     -    135  0  0 
4  Masons,  at  6*.  per  day  each,      ...    -      36  0  0 


Fort  Montgomery,  May  31,  1776. 


£209  0  0 


Return  of  Persons  employed  at  Fort  Constitution. 

Per  month. 

2  Commissioners,  pay  10s.  per  day  each,       £30     0  0 

2  Waiters,  53s.  4d., 5     6  8 

4  Carpenters,  at  6s.  per  day,  each,     -     -     -  36     0  0 

1  Overeeer,  80s.  per  month,     -..--  400 

1  Clerk,  at  100s., 5     0  0 

1  Steward,  at  100s., 500 

1  Cook,  at  53s.  4d., 2  13  4 

1  Hired  man,  at  53s.  4d., 2  13  4 

1  Blacksmith,  at  6s.  per  day, 900 

1  Blacksmith,      ---.....-  4  10  0 


Number  of  Persons  proposed  to  be  employed  at  both  Posts. 

Per  month. 

2  Commissioners,  pay  10s.  per  day,       -     -  £30     0  0 

1  Clerk  of  the  Check, 500 

1  Steward,  --.----...  300 

1  Overseer  of  the  workmen, 400 

4  Carpentei's,  at  6s.  per  day  each,   -     -     -  36     0  0 

1  Blacksmith,  at  6s.  per  day,      -     -     -     .  9     0  0 

1  Assistant  Blacksmith,  at      -----  4100 

1  Cook  to  the  Commissioners,  at      .--  2100 

1  Waiter  to  the  Commissioners,  at---  2100 

1  Cook  to  the  Artificers,  at 2100 

1  Seaman  in  care  of  the  barge,  at     -     -     -  2  10  0 

1  Sloop  in  the  service  of  both  posts,  at  -     -  30     0  0 

2  Seamen  on  board  the  sloop,  at  £3  10  each,  7     0  0 


Fort  Constitution,  May  31,  1776. 


£138  10  0 


William  Bedlow. 


Return  of  Persons  employed  in  carrying  on  the  Works  at 
Fort  Montgomery,  near  Pooplopen  Kill. 

Commissioners  and  Superintendents,  Colonel  Thomas  Palmer  and  Gil- 
bert Livingaton,  Esquires.     Tennis  Tappen.  Clerk  and  Steward. 
Mecbanicks  at  Work :  Carpenters  1 5,  Masons  4. 

List  of  Implements. 

Wheelbarrows, 43     Iron  Mauls  and  Wedges,  -     -       5 

Wheelbarrows,  broke,  -     -     -       9     Pick-Axes,     ......     27 


Spades, 29 

Spades,  broke,     .....  12 

Iron  Shovels,       .....  8 

Iron  Shovels,  broke,      ...  1 

Wooden  Shovels,    ....  6 

Wooden  Shovels,  broke,    -     -  3 


Bill-Hooks, 62 

Bill-Handles,  broke,     ...  5 

Wood  Axes,  --..--  24 

Small  Carts, 1 

Handbarrows,     .....  4 

Gilbert  Livingston. 
Thomas  Palmer. 


Fort  Constitution,  May  31,  1776. 


£104  3  4 


Fort  Montgomery,  May  31,  1776. 

Commissioners  and  Superintendents  at  the  Works  carrying 
on  at  Fort  Constitution. 

2  Commissioners,  William  Bedlo-w  and  Jonathan  Lawrence. 
1  Clerk  of  the  Check,  Jonathan  Laivrence,  Juu. 
I  Steward,  Jldolph  Delgrove, 

Mechanicks  at  v>ork :  4  Carpenters,  2  Blacksmiths,  1  Overseer,  1 
Cook  for  tlie  Commissioners,  1  Cook  for  the  Artiiicers,  1  Waiter  on  the 
Commissioners,  1  Seaman  in  care  of  the  barge. 

The  Sloop  Liberty,  Henry  Palmer,  in  the  service  of  Fort 

Constitution  and  Fort  Montgomery :  Master  and  two  hands. 

William  Beulow. 
Fort  Constitution,  May  31,  1776. 

Fort  Montgomery,  May  31,  1776. 

A  List  of  Tory  Prisoners  now  at  this  Garrison,  icho  were 
sent  here  by  order  q/"  Dutchess,  Manor  q/"  Livingston, 
East  Camp,  Claverack  and  Rhinebeck  Precincts. 

Nathaniel  Finch,  John  Johnson,  Johannis  Couper, 

George  Shannon,  David  Close,  Philip  Clum, 

Dennis  Riley,  Benjamin  Dubois,  Coonradt  Huffman, 

Philip  Teed,  Frederick  Row,  Martinus  Couper,  jr. 

Was  sent  to  be  kept  at  the  laborious  part  of  the  duty 
at  this  garrison,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  above-said  Com- 
mittee : 

From  fVettchetter  County, Johnson,  of  Peektkill. 
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No.  6. 

A  Report  of  Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores,  with  all  the  imphments  for  the  service  of  the  Artillery,  at  Fort  Mont- 
gomery, May  31,  1776. 
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To  the  Right  Hon.  William  Earl  of  Stirling,  Brig.  Gen. 


WiNTHROP  Sargent,  Captain-Lieutenant  of  Artillery. 


A  Report  of  Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores,  with  all  the  implements  for  the  service  of  the  Artillery,  at  Fort  Consti- 
tution, May  30,  1776. 
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To  the  Right  Hon.  William  Earl  of  Stirling,  Brig.  Gen. 


Winthrop  Sargent,  Captain- Ldetttenant  of  AriiUery. 


An  Account  of  Artillery  Stores  at  Fort  Constitution,  May  29,  1776. 


Cannons,  mounted,  of  Q-poundera 13 

Do.  do.  6-pounders 22 

Do.  do.  4-pounders 8 

Cannons,  unmounted,  6-pounders 22 

Do.  do.  4-pounders 8 

Do.  do.  3-pounders 4 

Do.  do.  3-pounders 2 

At  J^evD-  ffindsor,  Cannons,  6-pounders 7 

Total  Cannon 86 

Round  Shot,  of  9-pounders 1010 

Do.  6-pounders 900 

Do.  4-pounders 654 

Do.  3-pounders 86 

Double-headed  Shot,  of  6-pounders 314 

Do.  do.         4-pounders 12 

6  oz.  GrEine  Shot,  lead wt.  lbs. .  493 

Musket  Ball wt.  lbs..  174 

Tin  Canisters  for  4-pound  Grape  Shot 100 

Sponges  and  Rammers,covered,  9-pounders.. .  13 
Do.  do.  do.       6pounders. .  .10 

Do.  do.  do.      4-pounders. ...  8 

Sponges,  uncovered,  9-pounders 6 

Do.  do.        6-pounders 6 

Ladles  a..d  Worms,  9-pounders 4 

Do.  do.       S-pounders 7 

Do.  do.      4-pounder3 6 

Powder-horns,  empty 10 

A  true  Return,  per  me, 


Slow  match lbs.. 319 

Brimstone lbs.. .  .3 

Chain  Shot,  6-pounders 13 

Star  Shot,     6-pounders 7 

Quarter-casks  of  Powder 77 

Powder  in  a  flour  barrel  and  half 350 

Musket-Cartridges 3100 

Cartridges,  filled,  9-pounders 31 

Do.  do.   6-pounders 36 

Do.  do.    4-pounders 16 

Empty  Cartridges,  12-pounders 1470 

Do.  do.  9-pounders 752 

Do.  do.  6-pounderd 1217 

Do.  do.  4-pounders 64 

Cannon  Cartridge  Paper,  reams 1072 

Musket        do.         do.      do 73 

Sheep  Skins 19 

Flints 485 

Powder-Horns,  filled 10 

Cartridge  Cases,  9-pounders 12 

Do.  do.     6-pounders 13 

Do.  do.     4-pounders 13 

Linstocks 62 

Budge  Barrels 8 

Wads,  9-pounders 108 

Do.   6-pounders 108 

Do.    4-pounders 108 

.Tunk  for  Wads,  about wt.  lbs.. 300 

Hand-Grenades 36 


Lanthorns 6 

Handspikes 80 

Sheet  Lead lbs. .  144 

Cannon  Scrapers 2 

Grape  Shot,  made  on  wooden  bottoms,  for — 

9-pounders,  Iron  Grape 31 

6-pounders,        do 19 

4-pounders,  Lead  Grape 32 

4-pounders,  in  canisters 8 

3-pounders,  wooden  bottoms 11 

1-pounder 40 


Account  of  Artillery  Stores  at  Fort  Mokt- 
coMERT,  Mat  29,  1776. 

Six  Cannon  Carriages 33 

Linstock  and  Slow-Match 18 

Aprons 12 

Powder-Horns 34 

Sheap  Skins 3 

Handspikes 8 

Sponges 3 

Cartridges  for  33-pounders 126 

Lanthorns 5 

Priming  Wires 10 

Balls  for  32-pounders 119 

Wads 7 

Worms 1 


Isaac  Nicoll,  Commissary  of  Stores. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  6,  1776.] 
Fort  George,  June  1,  1776—9  o'clock  A.  M. 

Sir  :  Just  now  an  express  arrived  from  Canada,  who 
brought  me  the  enclosed  despatches,  which  were  left  open 
for  my  perusal.  I  hope  since  the  date  of  the  honourable 
Commissioners'  letter  that  our  affairs  are  changed  for  the  bet- 
ter. You  will  perceive  by  General  Thompson's  letter  of  the 
25th  ultimo  from  Sorel,  that  he  says  he  would  take  twenty 
days'  provision  in  pork  and  thirty  in  flour  from  thence,  and 
leave  enough  to  supply  that  place.    The  scarcity,  then,  could 


not  be  very  great ;  and  they  have  received  much  since,  as 
you  will  see  by  the  return  enclosed  in  mine  of  yesterday; 
but  as  the  gentlemen  wrote  from  Montreal,  I  conjecture  they 
allude  to  the  scarcity  at  that  place. 

Tents  have  never  been  sent  up  for  any  of  the  troops  that 
went  into  Canada  in  the  winter.  All  the  shoes,  stockings, 
and  .shirts,  that  could  be  procured  in  the  country,  have  been 
bought,  and  delivered  to  the  troops  that  have  marched 
through  Albany  in  the  course  of  the  winter  and  spring. 

The  powder  has  never  been  detained  a  moment ;  eight  tons 
were  sent  with  the  first  embarkation  in  the  spring,  twenty- 
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seven  large  barrels  left  this  on  the  14tli  ultimo,  and  twelve 
barrels  arrived  here  on  Thursday,  and  were  that  very  day 
sent  off;  in  short,  nothing  slicks  either  at  Albany  or  here. 
By  recurring  to  some  of  General  IVoostcr's  letters  trans- 
niilledvby  me,  Congress  will  observe  that  there  seemed  to  be 
no  doubt  of  procuring  a  sufficient  supply  of  flour,  but  these 
misfortunes  will  ever  happen  for  want  of  discipline  and 
subordination.  Mad  that  prevailed,  I  should  not  have  been 
(as  I  have  to  this  very  day)  left  in  the  dark  with  respect  to 
everything  in  Canada. 

I  hope  every  officer  in  the  Army  by  this  time  sees  the 
necessity  of  discipline.  My  letters  to  Congress  evince  that 
I  have  long  seen  it,  and  dreaded  the  consequences  that  it 
was  easy  to  foresee  would  arise  from  the  want  of  it,  and 
that  they  will  seriously  set  about  the  proper  measure  to  in- 
troduce. I  cannot  help  wishing  that  our  military  code  was 
made  more  severe :  thirty-nine  lashes  are  not  an  adequate 
punbhment  for  a  wretch  who,  by  laying  down  to  sleep  on 
his  post,  exposes  a  garrison  to  be  cut  off. 

Our  afl'airs  in  Canada  are  not  irretrievable,  and  hope  we 
shall  soon  receive  happier  accounts  from  that  quarter. 

1  am,  dear  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  p^^^^^  Schuyler. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


GENERAL    SCLLIVAN    TO    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

St.  Johns,  June  1,  1776. 

Much  esteemed  Sir  :  I  must  beg  leave  to  inform  Con- 
gress that  I  arrived  here  last  evening  with  my  brigade, 
except  Colonel  Dayton's  and  part  of  Colonel  Wayne's  Re- 
giment ;  the  former  of  which  was,  by   order  of  General 
Schuyler,  sent  to  Tryon  County,  the  latter,   I  hear,  are 
detained  at  New-Y'ork,  1  know  not  for  what  length  of  time. 
Upon  my  arrival  I  was  informed  that  General  Thomas  was 
down  with  the  small-pox,  without  the  least  prospect  of  a 
recovery.     General  Wooster  is  here,  with  his  baggage,  re- 
turning to  Connecticut,  by  means  of  which  the  command 
devolves  upon  me.     I  have   done  everything  I  possibly 
could  in  the  time  to  get  information  of  the  true  state  of 
ai&irs ;  and  can,  in  a  word,  inform  you  that  no  one  thing  is 
right ;  everything  is  in  the  utmost  confusion,  and  almost 
every  one  frightened  at  they  know  not  what.     The  report 
is  that  General  Carhton  has  advanced  to  Three  Rivers,  and 
the  ships  are  coming  up  the  River  St.  Lawrence ;  other 
persons,  who  have  come  from  eighty  miles  below  Quebeck, 
declare  that  there  is  no  appearance  of  men  or  ships  on  this 
side  that  city  ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  am  fully  convinced 
that  the  latter  report  is  true ;  however  that  may  be,  I  am 
surprised  that  an  army  should  live  in  continual  fear,  and 
even  retreat  before  an  enemy  which  no  person  has  seen. 
I  think  they  might  at  least  have  ventured  some  persons  in 
whom  they  could  confide,  to  view  them  from  the  neigh- 
bouring heights,  and  give  some  account  of  the  numbers  and 
movements ;  but  nothing  of  the  kind  is  done.     I  shall  set 
out  eariy  to-morrow  for  Montreal,  and  will  proceed  till  I 
can  find  with  certainty  where  the  enemy  is,  and  what  they 
are  about.     I  find  the  lower,  and  some  of  the  higher  class 
of  French  people  in  our  favour,  and  fear  that  we  are  about 
to  leave  them.     A  Captain  of  the  Militia  this  day  waited 
on  me,  by  desire,  as  he  says,  of  three  parishes,  which  offer 
to  turn  out  six  hundred  men  to  assist  us,  and  furnish  them 
with  arms  and  provisions.     They  complain  that  we  have 
slighted  their  repeated  offers  to  join  us.    How  this  is  I  cannot 
pretend  to  determine.     I   have  requested  their  officers  to 
meet  me  at  Chamhly  in  the  morning ;  and  I  think,  if  I  find 
the  men  in  earnest,  1  n)ay  with  as  much  propriety  employ 
them  on  our  side  as  Carlcton  does  the  Indians  on  his.     I 
shall,  however,  endeavour  to  encourage  their  dispositions, 
and  make  the  best  advantage  of  it  I  can.     I  am  extremely 
sorry  to  inform  you  that  from  the  officers  whose  business  it 
was  to  give  Congress  the  true  state  of  matters,  Congress 
has  not,  as  I  believe,  received  anything  like  it.     This  I  con- 
clude from  the  repeated  lettere  sent  to  General  Washington, 
giving  the  most  favourable  accounts,  and  promising  a  speedy 
reduction  of  (^uebcck ;  when  there  was  not  even  a  proba- 
bility of  it,  and  the  Army  with  which  this  was  to  be  done 
had  dwindled  into  a  mob,  without  even  the  form  of  order 
or  regularity — the  consequences  of  which  we  have  expe- 
rienced by  the  infamous  retreat  from  Quebeck,  and  the  still 


more  scandalous  surrender  of  the  fort  at  the  Cedars  ;  for  the 
particulars  of  which  I  refer  you  to  the  honourable  Commis- 
sioners, now  upon  their  return  to  Philadelphia.  I  shall  im- 
mediately appoint  a  Court  of  Inquiry  ujion  Colonel  Bedel 
and  Major  liuttcrfield ,  and  transmit  Congress  the  result ; 
and  shall  do  everything  in  my  power  to  rectify  the  disorder, 
and  get  the  Army  into  some  kind  of  regularity.  I  find  no 
proper  Commissary  appointed,  and  the  publick  stores  left  to 
the  mercy  of  sergeants  and  other  persons,  who  are  guilty  of 
every  kind  of  fraud.  The  regiments  sent  here  are  torn  and 
divided  into  numerous  parts,  and  scattered  from  one  end  of 
the  country  to  another.  This  method,  besides  its  being  highly 
impolitick,  will  even  prevent  the  officers  from  making  proper 
returns  of  their  men,  and  naturally  destroys  that  subordina- 
tion which  ever  ought  to  be  kept  up  in  an  Army.  There  has 
been  no  return  of  warlike  stores  sent  here ;  and  the  powder 
sent  from  here  to  him,  I  am  informed,  has  been  greatly  di- 
minished, and  no  person  can  tell  how.  To  give  you  a  full 
account  of  what  I  have  already  learned  would  take  a  volume. 
1  must,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  honourable 
Commissioners,  who  will  give  you  full  information  on  the 
subject.  I  shall,  immediately  after  I  find  out  where  General 
Carleton  with  his  formidable  force  is,  and  what  they  are 
about,  give  you  the  earliest  information  in  the  extreme. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  John  Sullivan. 

To  the  President  of  Congress. 


major  frazer  to  president  of  congress. 

BoBton,  Saturday,  June  1,  1776. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  an  exact  inventory  of  every  article 
found  in  the  docks  and  harbour  of  Boston  since  the  enemy 
evacuated  that  place.  You  will  please  to  observe  I  em- 
ployed two  companies  of  men  for  that  purpose,  ten  in  each. 
Mr.  Califf'dnd  his  company  would  not  receive  any  wages 
for  their  labour,  but  thought  themselves  entitled  to  salvage, 
as  I  wrote  you  before.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  tlie 
determination  of  Congress  about  it  before  I  go  to  Boston, 
for  1  promised  them  I  would  let  them  know  at  my  return, 
if  possible ;  also  what  will  be  done  with  the  vessels  and 
cargoes,  &.C.,  left  by  the  enemy,  a  list  of  which  I  enclose 
your  Honour.  My  wages  and  rations  as  Assistant  Quarter- 
master-General, I  have  never  known  yet;  and  extraordi- 
nary duty  in  Boston,  receiving  everything  that  was  left 
there  of  King's  stores,  &;c.  Also,  whether  the  bargains  and 
sales  made  by  the  King's  officer  just  before  their  embark- 
ation to  the  inhabitants,  will  stand  good  ;  the  consideration 
paid  very  trifling,  and  not  their  own  property  some  of  it,  as 
well  as  many  presents  which  they  made  of  hoi-ses  and  car- 
riages, &.C.,  which  the  agent  has  sold,  but  detains  the  money 
in  his  hands  till  your  determination,  and  desired  me  to 
inquire  about  it. 

1  would  have  waited  on  your  Honour  in  person,  but  have 
been  confined  to  my  room  these  two  days  with  the  ague  and 
fever.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  set  out  for  Boston  on  Tuesday 
next.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buckmaster,  of  our  regiment, 
was  so  badly  wounded  at  Bunker-Hill,  that  he  has  never 
done  any  duty  in  the  regiment  since;  and  the  Surgeon  of 
the  regiment  says  he  will  never  be  able  to  do  any  more. 
General  Greene  wrote  something  about  him  to  the  Honour- 
able John  Adams  by  me. 

I  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  G.  Frazer. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

Inventory  of  things  taken  out  of  Docks  and  Harbour  of 
Boston. 
By  E.  Winter,  Califf, 

13  Anchors,  of  different  sizes.  36 

I  Anchor,  20  cwt.  1  qr.  21  lbs.  2 

1  Anchor,  9cwt.  2qr.  11  lbs.  112 

1  Cable,  55  fathom,  6i-inch.  2 

I  Cable,  22  fathom,  8!-inch.  4 

1  Cable,  100  fathom,  13-inch.  105 

1  Cable,  60  fathom,  7-inch.  4 

1  Cable,  25  fathom,  8-inch.  4 

13  Cannon,  6  and  4  pounders.  93 

1  13-inch  Mortar  and  Bod.  8 

1  Gun-Carriage.  33 
4  Wheels.  1 

1000  of  Boards.  1 

2  pieces  of  Junk,  20  fathom.  45 


Sf  Company,  viz  : 

fathom  of  8|-inch  Cable. 
Chains  for  Carriages, 
twenly-four-pound  Shot, 
thirtecn-inch  Shells. 
ten-inch  Shells, 
small  Shot, 
eight-inch  Shells, 
three-inch  Shells, 
four-pound  Shot, 
double-headed  Shot. 
Hand-Grenades. 
Carriage  for  3-pounder. 
Carriage  for  24  pounder. 
Carriage  Wheels. 
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2  iron  Trucks. 

1  13-inch  Mortar  and  Bed. 

A  number  of  Musket-balls. 
1  Carriage  for  18-pounder. 
1  body  of  a  Cart. 
1  iron  Weight,  fifty-six  pounds. 
1  piece  of  Junk. 

By  Jonathan  Blodg 

1  barrel  of  Spikes. 

2  casks  partly  full  of  Musket-balla. 
About  200  lbs.  Iron,  suitable  for 

Carriages. 

2  Wagon  Cloths. 

4  Saddles. 

3  empty  Casks. 

2  Beds,  8  Rugs,  1 9  Blankets. 
28  Planes,  12  Adzes. 
24  Chissels  and  Gouges. 
18  Broad-Axes,  18  Narrow- .4xes. 

5  iron  Crows. 
42  Watch  Coats. 

20  wooden  Peck  measures. 
23  iron-shod  Shovels. 

5  iron  Spades. 

2  small  Cross-cut  Saws 

1  Nail  Hammer. 

1  iron  Drawer,  for  nails. 
31  Pikes,  5  Squares. 
11  Hand-Saws. 
14  Drawing-Knives. 
30  Augers. 

Schooner's  Shrouds  and  Clasp 
for  mast-heads. 
10  Carpenters'  Rules. 

Boston,  May  10,  1776. 


1  pair  of  Cart-fills. 

2  Carriage  Tongues. 

2  Chaise-Carriage  and  Wheels. 
30  Wheels,  large  and  small. 

2  pieces  of  Cable. 

5  fathoms  Cable,  M^-inch. 
1  bundle  iron  Hoops. 

ET  (f  Company,  viz: 

C  Compasses. 
Some  old  Junk. 
30  fathom  Cable,  14-inch. 
68  iron  Carriage  Wheels. 

3  Anchors,  from  300  to  500  wt 
1  Carriage  for  a  24-pounder. 

1  Bed  for  hauling  a  Mortar, 

6  pair  Chaise  Wheels. 
278  twenty-four-pound  Shot. 
645  twelve-pound  Shot. 

80  six-pound  Shot. 
358  thirty-two-pound  .Shot. 
402  eighteen-pound  Shot. 
271  Grape  Shot. 

44  thirteen-inch  Shells. 
96  ten-incli  Shells. 

45  six-inch  Shells. 

7  four-inch  Shells. 
5  Hand-Grenades. 

2  Cohoms. 

4  Swivels. 

40  Artillery  Wheels. 
1  Cart  and  Wheels. 

Part  of  four  Carriages. 
1  Anchor,  31  cwt.  2  qrs.  14  lbs. 
1  Anchor,  25  cwt.  18  lbs. 

John  G.  Frazeh. 


JOSHUA    WENTWORTH    TO    STEPHEN    MOYLAN. 

Portsmduth,  June  1,  1776. 

Sir:  I  addressed  you  last  of  22d  April,  (and  previously 
of  15th,)  on  the  capture  of  the  brig  Elizabeth,  brought  into 
this  port  by  Commodore  Manly,  &.C.;  since  which  I  have 
not  been  favoured  with  your  answer.  I  can  easily  conceive 
of  your  engagements  on  matters  of  much  greater  concern- 
ment; yet  I  shall  be  much  obliged  (if  a  leisure  moment) 
by  a  reply  to  the  letters  quoted  above,  with  the  Continen- 
tal resolves  respecting  my  department,  they  not  appearing 
this  way.  The  sufferers  of  Boston  have  sent  forward  a  me- 
morial to  the  Congress,  desiring  their  particular  attention  to 
this  capture.  The  captors  expect  their  full  quota  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  vessel  and  cargo,  which  no  doubt  will  be 
the  resolution  of  Congress  ;  but  a  difficulty  arises  how  I  shall 
come  at  that,  unless  the  whole  is  sold  at  auction.  If  each 
claimant  is  to  receive  the  two-thirds  of  the  proceeds,  the  dif- 
ficulty will  be  obviated  ;  but  if  the  two-thirds  of  the  goods 
that  may  be  proved,  the  difficulty  will  still  remain.  Those 
goods  that  are  not  fully  proved  will  be  sold  for  the  Conti- 
nental account.  Your  advice  and  direction  will  be  exceed- 
ingly useful  to  the  mode  necessary  for  me  to  pursue. 

Remaining  very  assuredly,  sir,  your  most  obliged,  humble 
servant,  j  y,j 

JOSHUA     WeNTWORTH. 

To  Stephen  Moylan,  Esq. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  SALEM. 

Captain  Chapman  (formerly  oi Boston)  is  just  arrived  here 
from  St.  Croix,  who  informs,  that  on  the  10th  oi  May,  in 
latitude  34°,  15',  longitude  67°,  64',  he  fell  in  with  a  brig, 
the  Captain  of  which  informed  him  that  he  sailed  in  com- 
pany with  a  fleet  of  twenty  sail  of  transports,  under  con- 
voy of  two  sixty-four  and  one  forty-gun  ship,  six  frigates 
and  two  bomb-ketches,  from  whom  he  was  parted  the  5th 
May  in  a  hard  gale.  The  fleet  had  on  board  a  large  number 
of  Hessians,  Brunswickers,  and  English  troops,  in  order  to 
disperse  (as  the  Captain  termed  it)  that  hornet's  nest  the 
Congress,  after  which  they  expected  the  continent  would 
be  an  easy  prey  to  them. 


CHARLES  CARROLL   (baRRISTEr)  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF 
SAFETY. 

Mount  Clare,  June  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have,  as  Mr.  Tilghman  desired  in  his 
to  me  of  Thursday,  made  inquiry  for  small  vessels,  but  can- 
not find  that  any  are  to  be  got  here  on  freight.  I  fancy  if 
they  are  to  be  procured,  it  will  be  down  the  bay.     The 


sooner  they  are  got  the  better,  as  I  fear  the  flour  now  begins 
to  spoil.  I  was  yesterday  down  at  the  fort ;  they  are  pretty 
forward,  and  the  resistance  they  can  now  make  if  the  enemy 
should  come  up,  will  not  be  very  inconsiderable.  We  are 
not  in  much  apprehension  of  the  Otter,  or  even  double  her 
force ;  but  in  the  Connecticut  dialect  of  old  Roger  Sherman, 
"  Where  is  the  powder." 

1  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Carroll. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OP    SAFETY    TO   BALTIMORE    COUNTT 
COMMITTEE. 

[No.  5.]  Annapolis,  June  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  received  a  letter  this  morning  fi-om 
Virginia  by  express  ;  and  as  there  is  no  telling  the  particular 
destination  of  the  fleet,  and  as  your  town  may  possibly  be 
an  object  with  them,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to  enclose 
you  a  copy,  that,  in  case  it  should  be  necessary,  you  may  be 
prepared  to  receive  them.     We  are,  he. 

To  the  Committee  of  Baltimore  County. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF   SAFETY  TO  VIRGINIA  COMMITTEE  OF 

SAFETY. 
[No.  6.]  Annapolis,  June  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
favour  of  the  26th.  Our  boats  for  four  days  past  have 
brought  us  information  from  Captain  Nicholson,  of  the  De- 
fence, on  a  cruise  down  the  bay,  that  several  men-of-war 
were  at  anchor  off  Wind-Point,  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Rappahannock;  and  we  are  glad  that  you  have  given  us 
certain  advice  what  vessels  they  are.  If  Lord  Dunmore  ex- 
pects to  meet  with  more  favour  in  Maryland  than  he  has 
experienced  in  Virginia,  he  will,  we  tnist,  be  greatly  disap- 
pointed. 

On  behalf  of  the  Council  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
yours,  8ic. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia, 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  CAPT.  JAMES  NICHOLSON. 
[No.  7.]  Annapolis,  June  2,  1776. 

Sir:  We  received  yours  dated  this  morning  off  the  har- 
bour, and  are  pleased  to  hear  that  you  were  gone  past  to 
Baltimore.  We  would  have  you  make  the  best  preparation 
you  can  to  repel  any  attack  that  may  be  made  by  our  ene- 
mies on  either  the  fortifications  or  town  of  Baltimore.  We 
received  this  morning  an  express  from  Virginia,  informing 
us  that  Lord  Dunmore  had  sailed  from  Norfolk  up  the  bay 
with  his  fleet,  joined  by  the  Roebuck ;  and  we  apprehend 
the  ships  you  saw  off  the  Wind-Mill  Point  are  part  of  that 
fleet.     We  are,  &c. 

To  Captain  James  Nicholson. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  DEPUTIES  IN  CONGRESS. 

[No.  8.]  Annapolis,  June  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  send  Mr.  Stewart  to  Philadelphia,  to 
take  a  view  of  the  gondolas  built  at  that  city.  We  expect 
to  contract  with  him  for  building  most  of  those  that  are  or- 
dered to  be  built  for  our  Province.  The  difference  of  tide 
in  our  bay  from  that  in  Delaware  will,  we  apprehend,  ne- 
cessarily occasion  some  alteration  in  the  manner  of  building 
and  rigging  our  gondolas  from  those  of  Pennsylvania.  We 
wish  to  have  your  sentiments  on  this  subject,  after  confer- 
ring with  Mr.  Stewart. 

AH  is  quiet  at  Annapolis ;  the  Govemour's  boat  is  just 
returned  (iom  Virginia  with  Secretary  Smith,  and  brings  a 
letter  from  Commodore  Hammond,,  of  the  Roebuck,  to  the 
Governour,  which  we  have  seen.  He  is  to  be  sent  for  short- 
ly. The  letter  is  dated  at  Gwinn's  Island,  which  we  take 
to  be  near  Pianketank,  between  the  mouth  of  the  Potomack 
and  Rappahannock.  The  letter  informs,  they  came  there 
to  complete  their  wood  and  water.  Private  intelligence 
says  the  island  is  of  some  miles  extent,  and  has  stock  of 
cattle,  sheep,  &-c.,  thereon,  and  that  they  are  casting  up  in- 
trenchments  to  defend  themselves  against  the  Militia.  How 
long  they  will  remain  there  is  uncertain.  Our  islands  will 
probably  be  plundered  next,  and  they  will  move,  we  con- 
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jecture,  up  the  river  Potomack,  or  our  bay.  We  should 
be  exceedingly  <ihd  to  have  our  military  stores,  particularly 
cannon  and  smaTl  arms,  lent  the  Congress  for  fitting  out  the 
Wasp  and  Hornet.  Enclosed  we  send  you  copy  of  the 
particulars,  and  wish  you  would  apply  when  there  is  pro- 
bability of  succeeding. 

Mr.  Smith  informs  that  a  vessel  under  Spanish  colours 
was  lately  taken  in  Dclmcare  bay,  with  fourteen  thousand 
dollars  on  board ;  the  boxes  that  contained  them  are  mark- 
ed W.  M.,  from  whence  he  thinks  they  belong  to  Willing 
if  Morris,  and  that  there  may  be  more  money  on  board. 
He  confirms  the  report  of  stock  on  the  island,  and  says  a 
Commissary  is  appointed  to  see  that  the  people  are  paid. 
Mr.  Smith  also  says  that  Commodore  Hammond  and  Lord 
Dunmore  both  assured  him  that  they  had  certain  intelligence 
Commissioners  were  coming  over;  that  he  inferred  from 
their  discourse  they  were  to  treat  with  the  Congress.  He 
also  says  that  they  told  him  a  very  powerful  fleet  was  ex- 
pected with  the  troops  from  England ;  that  Hudson's  ship 
was  with  the  fleet  now  at  Gminn's  Island ;  that  she  was  not 
yet  condemned,  a  witness  being  wanting  that  was  on  board 
the  Liverpool  frigate,  whom  Dunmore  told  Mr.  Smith  could 
prove  that  the  Congress  had  papers  on  board  concealed  in  a 
log  of  wood,  which  probably  would  condemn  her. 

We  wish  to  hear  from  you  by  every  good  opportunity ; 
and  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants. 

To  the  Deputies  for  Maryland  in  Congress. 


1IARTI.A.ND  COUNCIL   OF  SAFETY  TO  COMMITTEE   OF   OBSER- 
VATION FOR  BALTIMORE  COUNTY. 
[No.  9.]  Annapolis,  June  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  received  intelligence  this  morning  by 
the  Govemour's  Secretary,  who  is  just  returned  from  the 
Roebuck,  off  Gteinn's  Island,  that  the  whole  fleet  which 
left  Norfolk,  consisting  of  about  ninety  sail,  was  arrived  at 
Gurinn's  Island ;  that  they  had  landed  their  men,  and  were 
intrenching  themselves ;  that  they  found  a  large  supply  of 
fresh  provisions  on  the  said  island ;  that  no  ships-of-war 
were  coming  up  the  bay,  only  the  one  for  the  Governour, 
which  may  be  expected  in  five  or  six  days. 

We  are,  &tc. 
To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County. 


could  wish  they  might  receive  as  kind  treatment  as  can  be 
shown  to  prisoners  of  war.  Lieutenant  McLean  has  be- 
haved very  ill,  which  has  occasioned  his  being  sent  in  irons 
to  Philadelphia ;  no  treatment  can  be  to  bad  for  such  a 
villain. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  obedient,  humble 

servant,  t  t» 

'  Israel  Pittnam. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  Lieutenant  Vanwaggenen,  who  has  in  charge  the 
prisoners,  will  give  your  Excellency  the  particulars  of  Lieu- 
tenant McLean's  conduct.  No  ships  arrived  since  I  wrote 
by  express  yesterday,  nor  other  news  of  importance. 


general    PUTNAM    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  5.      Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prisoners  ] 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  2,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Vanwaggenen  to  take 
in  charge  Lieutenant  Shock,  Lieutenant  Neal  McLean,  and 
Doctor  Gill,  prisoners  of  war,  and  them  safely  convey  to 
Philadelphia,  and  there  wait  on  you  for  further  orders. 
Lieutenant  McLean  has  behaved  exceedingly  ill.  1  sent 
him  the  enclosed  form  of  a  paix)le  to  sign,  which  he  repeat- 
edly refused  ;  I  at  last  sent  him  word  to  sign  it,  and  receive 
the  treatment  due  a  gentleman,  or  refuse,  and  travel  in  irons  ; 
he  again  refused,  and  I  am  now  put  to  the  disagreeable  ne- 
cessity of  sending  him  forward  handcuffed.  He  is  used  to  it ; 
for  attempting  to  run  away  while  in  Canada,  he  was  in  the 
same  situation.  For  particulars,  1  must  refer  you  to  Lieu- 
tenant Vanwaggenen. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  esteem,  your  most  obedi- 
ent humble  servant,  ,  „ 

Israel  Putnam. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S,  The  other  two  Lieutenants,  Shock  and  Doctor 
GiU,  behave  as  is  expected  of  gentlemen. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  2,  1776. 
I,  Lieutenant  ISeal  McLean,  being  made  a  prisoner  of 
war  by  the  Army  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies,  in  North- 
America,  do  promise  and  engage,  on  my  word  and  honour, 
and  on  the  faith  of  a  gentleman,  to  depart  from  hence  with 
Lieutenant  Vanwaggenen  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  wait 
the  further  orders  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  2,  177C. 

Dear  General:  These  you  will  receive  by  Dr.  Gill 
and  Lieutenant  Shock,  who  were  made  prisoners  at  St. 
Johns ;  they  have  both  behaved  exceedingly  well,  and  I 


EZRA    L  HOMMEDIEU  TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Southold.  June  2,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Enclosed  you  have  the  nomination  of  the 
Field-Officers  of  this  battalion ;  they  are  promoted  according 
to  their  rank  ;  and  1  hope  we  shall  now  be  peaceable  re- 
specting our  Militia.  You  have  also  a  return  of  four  offi- 
cers for  the  Fifth  Company,  occasioned  by  the  Caj)tain  of 
the  company  being  nominated  a  Major.  The  Field-Offi- 
cers desire  you  would  send  their  conmiissions  by  firet  op- 
portunity, (which  likely  will  be  the  bearer.)  as  they  want 
to  have  a-general  training  before  the  busy  season  comes  on. 
I  wrote  you  some  time  ago  respecting  the  Collector's  office  ; 
if  any  difficulty  should  attend  appointing  that  person,  no 
great  inconveniency  would  attend  if  it  was  postponed  for 
the  present,  as  but  few  vessels  go  from  here.  I  conclude 
you  are  now  very  busy,  and  are  thinking  about  instituting  a 
new  form  of  Government  for  the  Colony,  a  measure  which 
most  people  see  the  necessity  of  at  present.  Should  be 
glad  to  hear  from  you,  and  know  how  our  affairs  are  at  the 
northward.  We  have  so  many  accounts  here  that  we  do 
not  know  upon  what  to  depend. 

1  am  your  very  humble  servant, 

Ezra  L'Hommedieu. 
To  General  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  New-York. 


GENERAL   THOMPSON   TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

,  Camp  at  Sorel,  June  2,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  The  news  of  the  country  you  will  hear 
from  the  honourable  Commissioners  of  Congress.  The 
prospect  is  rather  unfavourable  on  our  side  at  present,  but  I 
hope  will  clear  up.  On  the  night  of  the  31st  ultimo,  I  re- 
ceived an  account  of  General  Carleton's  having  passed  the 
Rapids  of  Richelieu  whilst  I  was  at  Chambly  attending  a 
council  of  war.  I  made  no  delay  in  setting  out  for  this 
place,  and  arrived  in  time  to  prevent  any  bad  consequences 
following  the  intelligence  here. ' 

Having  received  information  that  Colonel  McLean,  with 
about  eight  hundred  Regulars  and  Canadians,  had  advanced 
as  far  u])  as  the  Three  Rivers,  I  have  sent  off  Colonel  St. 
Clair,  with  between  six  and  seven  hundred  men,  to  attack 
his  camp,  if  it  can  be  done  with  the  least  probability  of 
success.  This  may  be  a  means  to  prevent  the  Canadians 
and  savages  from  taking  up  arms  against  us,  which  they 
begin  already  to  do,  and  might  otherwise  in  a  little  time 
increase  the  number  of  the  enemy  to  a  very  formidable  force. 
Colonel  St.  Clair  is  an  officer  of  great  experience,  and  I 
make  no  doubt  he  will  acquit  himself  well  of  his  command. 

I  have  written  to  General  Arnold  at  Montreal  to  send 
the  Pennsylvania  troops,  in  number  about  three  hundred, 
from  thence  to  join  me  here ;  and  likewise  to  the  Baron  to 
send  from  St.  Johns  the  first  regiment  that  arrives  there. 
With  those  troops  I  may  be  able  to  make  the  most  advan- 
tage of  Colonel  St.  Clair's  success,  if  he  should  prove  for- 
tunate, or  support  a  retreat  if  driven  to  that  necessity. 

Had  I  arrived  in  this  country  two  weeks  sooner  with 
my  reinforcement,  I  think  we  could  have  prevented  General 
Carleton's  passing  Deschambault  this  summer.  Three 
thousand  men  could  have  defended  Canada  at  that  place 
better  than  ten  thousand  can  now  we  are  out  of  possession 
of  it.  I  now  begin  to  entertain  doubts  of  our  ability  to  keep 
the  Province.  Our  artillery  is  lost,  and  the  New-England 
troops  are  so  much  infected  with  or  afraid  of  the  small-pox 
as  almost  to  prevent  their  doing  duty.  Could  I  have  the 
command  of  the  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  Regiments,  I  still 
believe,  if  I  did  not  keep  the  country,  it  would  require  at 
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least  five  thousand  men  to  oblige  me  to  evacuate  it ;  and 
that  would  be  easing  the  Southern  Colonies  of  so  many 
enemies  during  the  couree  of  the  campaign,  and  perhaps 
recover  a  little  of  the  honour  we  have  lately  too  lavishly 
thrown  away. 

Mr.  Chase  is  of  opinion  we  may  with  safety  break  the 
capitulation  made  with  General  Arnold.  It  is  extremely 
hard  to  give  up  all  the  fruits  of  the  last  year's  campaign  in 
Canada,  which  cost  so  much,  and,  what  was  still  a  greater 
loss  to  us,  the  life  of  General  Montgomery,  without  even  re- 
leasing our  distressed  friends  in  (^uebeck.  13ut  if  engagements 
of  this  delicate  nature  are  broken  without  the  fullest  testimony 
to  support  us,  we  shall  be  forever  undone. 

I  have  sent  oft'  the  sick  and  heavy  baggage  from  hence, 
that  if  I  am  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  retreating,  I  can  do 
it  with  little  loss.  Including  the  men  that  went  with  Colo- 
nel St.  Clair,  those  employed  in  rowing  his  boats,  and  gone 
to  remove  the  sick,  with  fifty  stationed  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  number  of  troops  here  are  reduced 
to  about  two  hundred.  In  a  few  days  I  shall  be  joined  by 
Colonel  De  Haas  with  his  detachment. 

My  greatest  distress  at  present  is  on  account  of  the  un- 
happy situation  of  the  Canadians  who  have  taken  an  active 
part  with  us,  as  I  know  not  whether  I  shall  long  have  it  in 
my  power  to  protect  them  from  the  vengeance  of  General 
Carleton,  with  which  they  are  threatened.  They  appre- 
hend the  worst,  and  are  truly  objects  of  compassion. 

I  am,  my  dear  General,  your  affectionate  humble  servant, 

William  Thompson. 
To  General  Washington. 


ARTHUR    LEE    TO   THE    COMMITTEE    OF    SECRET    CORRES- 
PONDENCE.* 

June  3,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  desire  of  the  Court  of  France  to  assist 
may  be  depended  on  ;  but  they  are  yet  timid,  and  the  Mi- 
nistry unsettled.  Turgot,  lately  removed,  was  the  most 
averse  to  a  rupture  with  England;  his  removal  is  of  con- 
sequence. The  contention  for  the  lead  now  is  between 
Count  de  Vergennes  and  the  Duke  de  Choiseul ;  both  are 
friends  to  you  and  for  vigorous  measures.  The  disposition 
in  France  may,  for  these  reasons,  be  relied  on.  Spain  is 
more  reserved ;  her  Minister  here  is  an  old  woman  ;  but 
surely,  when  France  moves  Spain  will  co-operate.  Tlie 
clear  revenue  from  the  farm  of  tobacco  is  twenty-four  mil- 
lions of  livres  to  France.  It  has  been  hinted  to  me  that 
she  is  likely  to  tell  Great  Britain  that  if  England  cannot 
furnish  it  she  will  send  for  it  herself.  You  may  judge,  there- 
fore, what  an  important  instrument  that  is  in  your  hands. 
A  Scotch  banker,  Sir  Robert  Herries,  proposed  to  the  far- 
mers in  France  to  supply  them  at  the  home  price  here,  that 
is,  with  the  duty,  to  which  they  agreed.  He  then  applied 
to  this  Government  for  leave  to  import  it  upon  paying  the 
duties,  which  was  refused.  The  Scots  are  the  contrivers 
and  supporters  of  all  the  measures  against  you ;  nor  will 
they  ever  desist  while  the  English  have  a  penny  to  be  plun- 
dered of,  or  a  man  to  be  sacrificed.  Whatever  propositions 
are  made  you  must  consider  as  coming  from  the  Scots,  whose 
perfidy  you  know  can  never  be  trusted.  Do  not  let  the  cha- 
racter of  Lord  Howe  deceive  you.  They  have  corrupted 
their  English  adherents  almost  to  their  own  degree.  Howe 
has  a  weak  and  confused  head.  Two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  in  specie  have  been  sent  to  Canada,  so  that  the 
booty  there,  if  you  succeed,  must  be  great. 

In  the  last  debate.  Lord  George  Germaine,  who  is  un- 
doubtedly Minister,  affirmed  that  no  treaty  would  be  held 
with  you  till  you  had  laid  down  your  arms.  My  opinion  is, 
that  independency  is  essential  to  your  dignity,  essential  to 
your  present  safety,  and  essential  to  your  future  prosperity 
and  peace.  Some  of  the  Congress  correspond  with  Mr. 
Jackson,  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  with  Mr.  Molleson,  a 
Scotch  merchant ;  the  intelligence  they  give  goes  directly  to 
the  Minister.  To  prevent  this,  all  correspondence  ought  to 
be  prevented  with  the  Scots,  who  are  to  a  man  treacherous 
and  hostile  ;  and  with  the  refugee  Americans,  who  also  com- 

*  Copy  of  ^.  Lee^s  letter  to  the  Committee  of  Secret  Correspondence, 
date  Jime  3,  and  taken  from  the  original  in  the  cover  of  a  dictionary, 
which  was  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  by  Mr.  Robert  Mor- 
ris, on  the  4th  of  Sept embi^r,  1778,  and  delivered  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  AtTairs,  7th  December  following. 

Attest:  Jamis  Lovell, 


municate  with  the  Minister.  Parson  Maddison  has  been 
permitted  to  return  to  Virginia,  and,  as  he  will  probably 
give  intelligence,  he  should  be  watched. 

The  young  gentleman  who  will  deliver  this  is  of  great 
worthiness,  and  deserves  much  of  his  country  for  his  fidelity 
and  zeal.  Six  thousand  of  the  Hessian  troops  sailed  last 
month,  the  remainder  is  not  yet  arrived  here,  so  that  it  may 
be  September  before  they  reach  you.  In  the  mean  time,  it 
may  be  Howe's  plan  to  amuse  you  with  a  negotiation,  which 
may  also  furnish  an  opportunity  of  feeling  some  pulses  among 
you,  as  to  the  efficacy  of  money  and  promises.  Beware  of 
Joseph  Reed,  of  Fhiladelphia.  One  Brooke  IVatson,  who 
was  pertiiitted  to  travel  last  year  from  JSew-  York  to  (^uebeck, 
gave  in  a  plan  to  the  Ministry  for  attacking  Canada,  and  is 
with  the  invaders. 

This  book  is  better  than  the  last  I  sent  you.  It  is  to 
decipher  what  I  write  to  you,  and  for  you  to  write  by.  This 
is  done  by  putting  the  page  where  the  word  is  to  be  found, 
and  the  letter  of  the  alphabet  corresponding  in  order  with 
the  word.  As  there  are  more  words  in  a  page  than  the  let- 
ters of  the  alphabet,  the  letter  must  be  doubled  or  trebled 
to  answer  that ;  as  thus — to  express  the  troops,  you  write 
369,kk  381, vv;  ing,  ed,  s,  fcc,  must  be  added  when  ne- 
cessary, and  distinguished  by  making  no  comma  between 
them  and  the  figures ;  thus — for  betrayed,  put  33ed.  The 
letters  I  use  are  these,  abcdefghijklmnopqrs 
t  u  V  w  X  y  z,  which  are  twenty-six.  I  cannot  use  this 
until  I  know  it  is  safe.  You  can  write  to  Mrs.  Lee,  on  Tower 
Hill,  in  a  woman's  hand ;  if  you  have  both  books,  say  the 
children  are  well ;  if  the  first  only,  the  eldest  child  is  well ;  if 
this,  the  youngest  child  is  well.    They  will  let  this  pass. 


TO    the    inhabitants    of    VIRGINIA. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented  when  one  part  of  a  commu- 
nity is  so  deeply  incensed  against  another,  and  can  with 
pleasure  behold  its  min ;  because  the  most  ancient  ties  of 
friendship  are  then  dissolved,  and  the  greatest  intimates  at 
that  time  become  implacable  enemies.  However,  there  are 
many  circumstances  that  justify  such  resentment ;  many  that 
render  them  absolutely  necessary;  but  it  too  often  happens 
that  they  take  their  rise  from  the  slightest  causes,  and,  being 
aggravated  by  strong  suspicions  and  gross  misrepresentations, 
grow  at  length  into  the  most  inveterate  hatred ;  a  striking 
instance  of  which  now  presents  itself  in  this  distracted  coun- 
try. The  poor  inhabitants  near  our  sea-coast  are  univer- 
sally condemned,  insulted,  and  abused,  for  no  other  reason 
than  because  they  were  so  unhappy  as  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  a  Governour  who  is  deservedly  held  in  the  utmost  abhor- 
rence. It  was  expected  by  many  of  their  countrymen  that 
they  would  have  made  a  vigorous  resistance ;  but  not  by 
those  who  were  well  acquainted  with  their  situation.  There 
were  a  thousand  obstacles  to  prevent  it.  At  least  half  the 
town  of  Norfolk  were  disaffected  to  the  American  cause, 
and  armed  vessels  lay  at  their  doors  to  terrify  the  other  half 
into  obedience.  Those  who  lived  in  the  country  were 
totally  ignorant  of  military  affairs,  and  war  was  a  thing 
altogether  new  to  them.  Some  spirited  men  among  them, 
who  could  not  brook  the  pride  and  insolence  of  the  Scotch 
party,  did  prevail  upon  a  few  of  the  inhabitants  to  take  up 
arms  and  stand  on  their  own  defence  ;  but  the  event  fully 
proved  that  discipline  and  experience  are  highly  essential  to 
form  the  soldier.  They  wanted  these  qualifications,  nor 
was  there  a  single  officer  to  command  who  had  ever  been 
in  action.  Had  they  waited  till  the  arrival  of  our  troops 
from  WilUamsburgh,  they  had  never  incurred  the  censure  of 
their  brethren,  nor  been  looked  upon  as  foes  to  publick  lib- 
erty and  the  rights  of  mankind.  This  is  the  effect  of  that 
military  parade,  which  they  mistook,  and  which  is  too  fre- 
quently mistaken  for  true  valour  and  heroism.  I  am  bold 
in  my  assertion,  because  the  situation  of  the  people  is  tho- 
roughly known  to  me.  I  was  born  among  them,  I  lived 
among  them,  and  have  been  a  witness  to  their  conduct  du- 
ring the  whole  of  the  present  contest ;  and  I  do  aver,  that 
(except  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Norfolk)  as 
many  friends  to  America  reside  near  the  coast  as  in  any  other 
part  of  the  Colony.  Some  enemies  may  undoubtedly  be 
found  ;  but  are  all,  without  distinction,  to  be  condemned  and 
treated  with  disdain  on  that  account?  Are  your  friends  to 
suffer  one  common  punishment  with  your  most  bitter  foes? 
By  Heavens,  my  countrymen,  it  is  ungenerous  and  inhu- 
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man  !  But  this  is  not  all :  they  are  not  only  condemned  and 
despised,  but  exorbitant  rents  exacted  from  them,  when 
forced  to  remove  from  their  estates,  and  obliged  to  sacrifice 
their  livings  for  the  good  of  the  community.  How  much 
this  adds  to  the  weight  of  their  sufferings  you  may  easily 
conceive ;  but  unless  you  have  been  in  the  like  distress,  it  is 
impossible  for  you  to  have  a  perfect  idea  of  theirs.  Few 
possess  the  means  of  purchasing  the  necessaries,  much  less 
the  conveniences  of  life.  The  rest,  my  countrymen,  must 
rely  entirely  on  your  generosity ;  and  could  you  be  satisfied 
with  regard  to  their  political  conduct,  1  am  persuaded  they 
would  experience  the  good  effects  of  your  benignity.  But 
before  you  can  be  convinced,  it  behoves  you  to  divest  your- 
selves of  those  strong  prejudices  which  you  have  imbibed, 
and  to  listen  with  the  same  attention  to  the  voice  of  truth  as 
you  have  done  to  that  of  calumny. 

Philanthropos. 
Suffolk,  Virginia,  June  3,  1776. 


JAMES  RINGGOLD  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Annapolis,  June  3,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Having  had  the  honour  of  being  appointed 
Second  Lieutenant  to  the  Light  Infantry  of  regular  Troops, 
raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Province,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Strieker,  and  not  thinking  myself  contented  in 
that  department,  have  enclosed  you  my  commission,  with 
my  resignation.  From,  gendemen,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  t  r» 

'  James  Kinggold. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    SUNDRY    OFFICERS. 
[No.  10.]  Annapolis,  June  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  extract  from  a  letter  of  Commodore 
Hammond  to  Governour  Eden,  (in  consequence  of  an  in- 
tercourse between  His  Excellency  and  the  Convention,)  will 
inform  you  that  a  man-of-war  may  be  daily  expected  up  the 
bay.  We  give  you  this  notice  that  the  Militia  need  not  be 
alarmed,  or  unnecessarily  drawn  out  upon  duty  on  sight  of 
these  vessels.  We  make  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  you 
will  give  the  orders  necessary  for  preventing  any  insult  being 
offered  either  on  her  passage  up  or  down  the  bay. 

We  have  the  strongest  assurances  that  the  Governour 
will  leave  the  Province  with  the  most  friendly  regard  for  its 
inhabitants,  and  will  do  everything  in  his  power  that  may 
contribute  towards  promoting  a  reconciliation  between  the 
mother  country  and  her  Colonies.     We  are,  &.c. 

(To  Brigadiers  Chamberlaine  and  Hooper,  Colonels  Wrighl,  Weems, 
JUackall,  and  Barnes,  and  Captains  Beall  and  Thomas,  respec- 
tively.) 

MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    WILLIAM    HINDMAN. 
[No.  II.]  Annapolis,  June  3,  1776. 

Sir:  We  send  you,  enclosed,  an  order  on  yourself  to  the 
Paymaster  of  the  Eastern-Shore  for  two  thousand  pounds. 
But  before  he  draws  the  money,  you  will  be  pleased  to  see 
that  a  bond  is  executed  (if  not  already  done)  with  condition 
as  herein  mentioned,  in  the  penalty  of  five  thousand  pounds, 
currency,  payable  to  the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman 
and  James  Lloyd  Chamberlaine,  Esquires,  which  you  will 
hereafter  transmit  to  us.  We  are,  &.c. 
To  William  Hindman,  Esq. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL   OF    SAFETY    TO    CAPTAIN    BEALL. 
[No.  12.]  Annapolis,  June  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  received  yours  of  the  29th,  and  are  sorry  to 
hear  you  are  not  properly  accommodated  with  houses  at 
Drum  Point.  We  expected  there  were  good  houses  there 
sufficient.  LTnder  the  present  circumstances,  we  have  come 
to  a  resolution,  that  if  houses  cannot  be  got,  barracks  should 
be  erected,  under  the  inspection  of  the  Committee,  sufficient, 
together  with  the  houses  at  the  point,  to  hold  tiie  one-half 
of  your  company,  and  request  you  would  apply  to  them  for 
that  purpose.  The  arms  were  sent  you  by  Captain  Thomas ; 
we  believe  they  are  not  so  good  as  they  ought  to  be,  espe- 
cially the  locks.  We  wish  we  could  supply  you  with  better 
immediately,  but  have  not  any  just  now ;  we  expect  we 
shall  have  enough  soon.  We  have  ordered  some  guns  from 
John  Yost,  at  Georgetovm,  which  Colonel  Beall  will  send 


you  down  in  a  few  days.  The  money  for  your  subsistence 
we  would  have  sent,  but  Mr.  Rlsteau  never  came  near  us. 
Colonel  Smallwood  delivered  us  your  letter.  The  regular 
method  is,  to  transmit  us  your  account  by  some  safe  hand, 
and  we  will  order  you  the  cash  and  other  necessaries  you 
may  want.     We  are,  &.c. 

To  Captain  Rczin  Beall. 

P.  S.  When  we  get  our  rifles,  which  we  expect  daily, 
we  will  change,  and  give  you  rifles  for  some  of  the  worst 
of  your  muskets. 


JOHN    HANCOCK   TO   MASSACHUSETTS    COiraciL. 

Philadelphia,  June  .3, 1776. 

Sir:  We  received  your  favour  of  the  10th  of  May,  with 
the  enclosures  ;  and  having  connnunicated  such  a  part  there- 
of as  was  necessary  to  Congress,  beg  leave  through  you,  to 
inform  the  honourable  Assembly  that  the  sum  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  is  ordered  to  be  sent  them,  for  the  purpose 
of  exchanging  it  for  specie.  We  enclose  a  co])y  of  the  re- 
solve, by  which  it  will  appear  how  the  latter  is  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  and  think  it  will  be  necessary  to  place  it  to  the 
account  of  the  United  Colonies.  The  sums  mentioned  in 
your  letter  are  delivered  to  Colonel  Porter ;  and  any  other 
sums  of  money  that  may  be  delivered  in  consequence  of  the 
resolve  aforesaid,  since  the  Colony  is  charged  with  the  sums 
advanced  it  by  Congress. 

We  find,  in  an  account  sent  by  the  General  Court  to  Ge- 
neral Washington,  and  by  him  transmitted  to  Congress,  a 
charge  of  three  thousand  pounds  of  powder  delivered  by 
Governour  Trumbull  on  account  of  the  Colony,  more  than  is 
contained  in  the  account  you  enclosed  us.  And  as  the  Ge- 
neral is  now  here,  and  informs  us  that  he  shall  write  General 
Ward  directions  to  deliver  to  the  Colony  the  whole  of  the 
powder  which  is  due  from  the  continent,  we  enclose  the  last- 
mentioned  account  and  vouchers,  to  be  adjusted  accordingly. 
We  shall  send  forward  the  money  mentioned  above,  and 
twenty-one  thousand  dollars,  granted  by  Congress  for  raising 
the  two  battalions  lately  ordered  to  be  raised  in  Massachu- 
setts-Bay; and  are,  sir,  with  great  respect  for  yourself  and 
the  honourable  Assembly,  your  most  humble  servants. 

At  the  desire  and  in  behalf  of  the  Delegation  of  Massa- 
chusetts. T  TT 

John  Hancock. 

To  the  Hon.  the  President  of  the  Council  ol Massachusetts- 
Bay. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  June  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  extremely  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  wait 
on  you  in  person  to  execute  the  commands  of  Congress; 
but  being  deprived  of  that  pleasure  by  a  severe  fit  of  the 
gout,  1  am  under  the  necessity  of  taking  this  method  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  the  Congress  have  directed  me  to  make  the 
thanks  of  that  body  to  you,  for  the  unremitted  attention  you 
have  paid  to  your  important  trust ;  and,  in  particular,  for  the 
assistance  they  have  derived  from  your  military  knowledge 
and  experience,  in  adopting  the  best  plans  for  the  defence 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

To-morrow  morning  I  will  do  myself  the  honour  of  send- 
ing you  all  such  resolves  of  Congress  as  any  ways  relate  to 
the  operations  of  the  ensuing  campaign. 

Having,  therefore,  fully  accomplished  the  views  of  Con- 
gress in  requesting  your  attendance  in  this  city,  I  am  com- 
manded to  inform  you  that  they  submit  to  your  choice  the 
time  of  returning  to  Heiid-Quarters,  well  knowing  you  will 
repair  thither  whenever  the  exigency  of  affairs  shall  render 
your  presence  there  necessary. 

With  the  most  ardent  wishes  that  you  may  be  crowned 
with  success  equal  to  your  merit  and  the  righteousness  of 
our  cause,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  esteem 
and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  Philadelphia. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  June  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  procured  the  petition  preferred  by  the  Inde- 
pendent Corps  of  Boston,  and  beg  leave  through  you  to 
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inform  Congress  that  the  five  Regiments  there  are  entirely 
deficient  in  arms,  and  many  other  Regiments  in  Continen- 
tal pay,  and  submit  it  to  their  consideration  whetiier  any 
part  of  the  arms  lately  taken,  under  these  circumstances, 
should  be  delivered  to  the  gentlemen  applying  for  them  ;  de- 
termining, at  the  same  time,  whatever  decision  they  come  to 
will  be  agreeable  to  ine,  and  will  be  literally  complied  with 
by,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Geokge  Washington. 
To  the  President  of  Congress. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    PUTNAM. 

Philadelphia,  June  3,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  yesterday  evening's 
express,  with  its  several  letters  and  intelligence  from  General 
Schuyler,  and  am  much  concerned  for  the  further  misfortunes 
that  have  attended  our  arms  in  Canada.  I  have  laid  the 
w  hole  before  Congress,  who  had  before  resolved  to  send  a  con- 
siderable augmentation  to  our  Army  there.  I  doubt  not  tiiat 
General  Schuyler  may  receive  assistance  from  the  Militia 
most  convenient  to  him  for  securing  the  different  passes  and 
communications  till  they  can  be  reinforced.  As  to  sending  a 
reinforcement  from  New-  York,  neither  policy  nor  prudence 
will  justify  it,  as  we  have  the  strongest  reasons  to  believe  the 
day  not  far  distant  when  a  large  armament  will  arrive  and 
vigorously  attempt  an  imj)ression  there;  to  oppose  which,  the 
forces  we  have  will  not  be  more  than  equal,  if  sufficient. 

Congress  have  determined  on  building  sundry  gondolas 

and  fire-rafts,  to  prevent  the  men-of-war  and  enemy's  ships 

from  coming  into  the  New-York  Bay  or  Narrows.     I  must 

therefore  request  that  you  make  inquiry  after  carpenters,  and 

procure  all  you  can,  with  materials  necessary  for  building 

them,  that  they  may  go  on  with  all  possible  expedition  as  soon 

as  the  person  arrives  from  hence  whom  I  have  employed  to 

superintend  the  work;  he  will  be  there  in  a  day  or  two. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  &.C.,  <-,  i,r 

George   Washington. 

To  Major-General  Putnam. 


To  the  Worshipful  Justices  of  His  Majesty  George  the 
Third,  of  his  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  and  Common 
Pkasfor  the  County  0/ Philadelphia: 

The  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Obser- 
vation for  the  City  and  Liberties  0/ Philadelphia,  ^c, 
respectfully  showeth  : 

That  the  honourable  the  Congress,  by  a  resolution  of  the 
15th  of  May  last,  have  declared  "  That  it  appears  absolutely 
irreconcilable  to  reason  and  good  conscience  for  the  people 
of  the  Colonies  now  to  take  the  oaths  or  affirmations  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  any  Government  under  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain;  and  that  it  is  necessary  that  the  exercise  of 
any  kind  of  authority  under  the  said  Crown  should  be  totally 
suppressed,"  &ic.  That  this  Committee  conceive  it  to  be  their 
duty,  as  it  is  their  inclination,  to  exert  their  utmost  endea- 
vours for  carrying  into  execution  the  said  resolve,  as  well 
as  others  of  that  honourable  body  ;  and  therefore  they  thus 
apply  to  your  Worships  to  surcease  the  exercise  of  any 
authority  in  the  present  Courts  until  a  new  Government  is 
framed,  and  all  the  powei-s  thereof  exerted  under  tlie  autho- 
rity of  the  people  of  this  Province. 

The  Committee  need  not  remind  your  Worships  of  the 
qualifications  of  Grand  Jurors,  and  how  incompatible  they 
are  with  the  present  opposition  to  the  King  of  Grea^  Britain, 
and  the  execution  of  the  resolves  as  well  of  the  Congress  as 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  this  Province,  when  they  reflect 
that  the  disposition  of  many  of  your  Worships  is  friendly  to 
the  cause  of  liberty  and  your  country,  and  that  a  continuance 
in  the  seats  you  have  so  worthily  filled  is  no  longer  conducive 
to  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  people. 

It  is  with  great  concern  that  the  Committee  have  beheld 
some  persons  in  office  in  this  Province  so  influenced  by  their 
salaries  as  to  prefer  their  own  immediate  power  and  interest 
to  that  of  their  country  and  their  posterity  ;  and  they  are 
sorry  to  find  themselves  constrained  to  exert  their  most 
strenuous  efforts  for  obtaining  those  desirable  ends — personal 
security  and  the  preservation  of  private  property — which 
they  apprehend  every  honest  man  would  be  anxious  to  see 
fixed  on  a  firm  and  permanent  basis.  It  is  with  equal 
concern  that  they  have  seen  another  set  of  men  in  this  Pro- 
vince, heretofore  notoriously  opposing  the   elections  and 


authorityof  Committees  of  all  kinds,  (bodies,  it  is  confessed, 
constituted  by  necessity  alone,)  now  professing  a  desire  lor 
the  continuance  of  them,  though  evidently  militating  against 
the  authority  of  the  Crown,  and  the  execution  of  some  of 
the  criminal  laws,  as  well  as  tending  to  the  discontinuance 
of  trial  by  jury  and  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  those  bulwarks  of  liberty.  This  conduct  they  can 
only  ascribe  to  an  inclination  in  these  men  to  prefer  con- 
fusion to  order,  tyranny  to  liberty,  and  anarcliy  to  legal 
government,  and  thereby,  in  time,  to  make  the  people  so 
discontented  and  unhappy  as  to  desire  peace  at  the  expense 
of  everything  valuable  in  this  life,  as  was  effected  by  simi- 
lar means  at  the  Restoration. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Committee  think  it  their  duty  to 
themselves,  their  constituents,  and  to  the  Congress,  to  re- 
quest your  Worships  to  postpone  the  business  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Courts  until  a  new  Government  shall  be  formed, 
which  they  apprehend  will  be  effected  so  speedily  that  the 
delay  will  be  of  small  if  any  injury  to  the  present  suitors ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  the  minds  of  men  will  be  quieted  from 
the  apprehension  of  a  disafftjcted  Grand  Jury  or  Court  at- 
tempting to  censure  or  condemn  the  virtuous  measures  now 
pursuing  for  the  happiness  and  safety  of  the  good  people  of 
this  Province  in  particular,  and  America  in  general. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee: 

Thomas  McKean,  Chairman. 

June  3,  1776. 


In  Committee  of  Privates,  Philadelphia,  June  3,  1776. 
Moved,  That  an  address  of  thanks  be  presented  to  the 
Officers  and  Men  belonging  to  the  Galleys,  for  their  spirited 
behaviour  in  the  late  engagement  with  the  Roebuck  and 
Liverpool  men-of-war,  and  that  the  same  be  published  in 
the  several  publick  papers  of  this  city. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

James  Cannon,  Clerk. 

N.  B.  The  vote  was  delayed  for  some  weeks,  to  give  the 
House  of  Assembly  an  opportunity  of  doing  it  first. 


TO   THE    honourable    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the  Military 
Association  belonging  to  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Phil- 
adelphia respectfully  showeth : 

That  your  Memorialists,  confiding  that  this  House  would 
reject  no  application  which  the  most  pressing  necessity  urged 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  most  reprehensible  negligence  pro- 
duced on  the  other,  applied  some  time  since  for  a  Conti- 
nental General,  and  a  few  Continental  Battalions.  The 
defenceless  state  of  this  Province,  the  prospect  of  an  attack 
being  made  on  this  city,  and  the  great  discouragements  which 
our  military  associators  have  met  with,  and  the  injustice 
done  to  their  patriotick  exertions  by  men  who,  if  they  wished 
well  to  our  cause,  would  have  treated  us  in  a  very  different 
manner, — these,  with  many  other  circumstances,  pointed  out 
the  necessity  of  having  a  General  of  courage  and  experience 
with  a  few  Continental  Battalions,  stationed  here.  This 
we  requested,  and  had  reason  to  expect  to  have  our  prayer 
attended  to,  as  it  is  impossible  for  us,  in  the  present  uncon- 
nected state  of  our  Battalions,  ever  to  exert  their  force  to 
the  greatest  advantage,  and  as  we,  in  consequence  thereof, 
run  the  greatest  hazard  of  a  division  in  the  hour  of  action. 
We  understand  that  some  of  our  Delegates  give  great  oppo- 
sition to  the  measure,  alleging  that,  were  such  a  thing  neces- 
sary, the  application  ought  to  come  from  our  Committee  of 
Safety.  We  wish  not  to  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  ignorance  or 
inattention  of  a  Committee,  in  a  number  of  whose  members 
we  have  not  the  least  confidence,  especially  since  their  in- 
fluence, in  all  probabihty,  prevented  the  burning  of  the  Roc- 
buck  ;  and  we  earnestly  entreat  that  men  who  endeavoured 
to  withdraw  us  from  the  Continental  Union,  may  not  have 
too  great  weight  in  the  councils  which  regard  our  safety. 
We  thought  our  application  so  reasonable  that  there  was 
scarcely  a  necessity  of  hinting  the  matter,  and  therefore  de- 
clined troubling  the  Congress  with  unnecessary  solicitations. 
And  now  that  opposition  is  made,  the  opinion  of  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Washington,  and  the  other  General  offi- 
cers at  present  in  this  city,  may  save  us  the  labour  of  Hir- 
ther  applications.  We  do,  therefore,  pray  Congress  to  take 
their  sentiments  on  our  present  defensive  preparations  ;  and 
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if,  on  a  survey  of  our  river  and  city,  it  appeal's  to  tliem  that 
we  are  sufficiently  secured  against  all  attempts  of  the  enemy, 
and  that  a  number  of  half-disciplined  Battalions,  which  have 
never  seen  an  action,  hastily  called  together,  on  an  open 
and  naked  beach,  without  regular  order,  subordination,  or 
head  to  direct  them,  and  under  the  sense  of  being  oppressed 
by  the  very  men  whose  lives,  liberties  and  estates  they  are 
called  out  to  defend,  are  sufficient  to  the  exigency  of  our 
afi'aii-s,  we  shall  reluctantly  submit,  until  that  fatal  day  shall 
arrive  in  which  it  will  appear  that  the  present  opposition  to 
our  request  proceeds  more  from  a  desire  to  keep  the  way 
open  for  our  enemies,  than  from  any  attachment  to  the  cause 
of  liberty.  We  rest  the  success  both  of  our  present  and 
former  applications  on  their  justness  and  necessity,  begging 
leave  to  retire,  after  returning  our  warmest  thanks  to  this 
honourable  House  for  promoting  our  favourite  fellow-citizen 
General  Mijflin,  on  whom  we  earnestly  wish  to  see  the  chief 
command  in  this  Province  speedily  devolve. 
Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Privates: 

Samuel  Simpson,  President. 


MAJOR    PRESTON  (pRISONEr)  TO    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

Reading,  June  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  hope  you  will  forgive  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in 
enclosing  a  letter  to  you  for  Captain  Crawford,  Paymaster 
to  the  Twenty-Sixth  Regiment.  As  the  Congress  has  grant- 
ed permission  for  an  officer  to  visit  the  quarters  of  the  men,  I 
hope  they,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  will  have  no  objection 
to  Captain  Crawford's  being  the  person,  as  it  is  his  business 
to  furnish  both  officers  and  men  with  money,  and  to  keep 
all  the  accounts.  1  should  be  happy  if  Captain  Crawford 
is  permitted  to  make  this  the  place  of  his  residence,  as  his 
lamily  can  be  very  well  accommodated  here ;  if  not,  that  the 
Congress  would  grant  me  permission  to  go  to  Philadelphia 
for  a  day  or  two,  to  setde  the  accounts  as  Paymaster,  that 
they  may  be  made  up  for  the  agent. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 


servant. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


Charles  Preston. 


JONATHAN    ELMER   TO   THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  5,  1776.] 
Greenwich,  Cumberland  County,  N.  J.,  June  3,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  Major  Thomas  Ewing,  the  bearer  hereof, 
one  of  the  Committee  of  Cumberland  County,  in  New- Jer- 
sey, will  inform  your  Honours  of  the  particulars  respecting 
the  sloop  Betsey  8f  Ann,  Benjamin  Tucker  master,  from 
Bermuda,  laden  with  salt,  &;c.   The  owner,  Mr.  Lightbum, 
informs  us  that  his  intention  b  to  sell  his  salt,  and  take  in  a 
cargo  of  corn  ;  and  we  not  being  clear  that  it  is  our  duty 
either  to  let  him  sell  or  buy,  he  being  professedly  a  subject 
to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  thought  it  necessary  to  have 
the  instructions  of  the  honourable  Congress  on  this  matter. 
We  hope  your  Honours  will  favour  us  with  your  advice  in 
writing,  by  Mr.  Euiing,  so  that  we  may  know  how  to  act, 
both  on  this  and  in  like  cases  for  the  future. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Jonathan  Elmer,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  at  Philadel- 
phia. 

In  Committee  at  Greenwich,  in  Cumberland  County,  in 
New- Jersey,  June  3,  1776: 

Personally  appeared  before  the  Committee  Mr.  Joseph 
Lightbum,  owner  of  the  sloop  Betsey  Sf  Ann,  Benjamin 
Tucker  master,  from  Bermuda  ;  and  on  examination,  says, 
that  his  sloop,  now  lying  at  Greenwich,  was  laden  at,  and 
cleared  from,  Turk's  Island,  with  seventeen  hundred  bushels 
of  salt  and  two  puncheons  of  rum,  (as  appears  per  cocket ;) 
that  their  design  is  to  exchange  the  cargo  for  corn,  &c.  By 
examining  the  papers  of  the  master,  they  nearly  correspond 
with  what  Mr.  Lightbum  relates.  He  further  says,  on  ex- 
amination, that  the  people  of  Bermuda  are  in  the  greatest 
distress  for  want  of  provisions  ;  that  many  hundreds  must  in- 
evitably die  by  hunger  if  not  speedily  relieved  ;  that  he  had 
heard  nothing  of  any  prohibition  of  trade  between  the  United 
Colonies  and  Bermuda  when  he  left  that  place. 

On  motion,  it  was  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  imme- 


diately wait  on  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  request  their  advice  and  directions  on  the  matter. 

A  true  extract  from  the  Minutes: 

Jonathan  Elmer,  President. 

Attested:         Thomas  Ewing,  Secretary. 

WILLIAM    PALFRET    TO    PRESIDENT    OF     CONGRESS. 

[Read  June  4, 1776.    Referred  to  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  W.  Jjivingston,  Mr. 
JeS'erEon,  Mr.  K.  H.  J<ce,  and  Mr.  Sherman.] 

New-York,  June  'S,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  send  you  herewith  a  state  of  my  accounts,  to  the 
31st  of  May,  which  completes  one  month.  You  would 
oblige  me  greatly  by  acquainting  me  wheiher  the  honour- 
able Congress  have  come  to  any  determination  on  the  subject 
of  my  application  respecting  the  payment  of  the  ti-oops  at 
Boston,  as  I  am  still  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed.  Mr.  Duane, 
who  arrived  here  yesterday,  acquaints  me  that  Boston  is  to 
be  considered  as  within  my  department,  and  that  I  am  to 
employ  a  clerk  or  deputy  there.  He  also  informs  me  that 
my  accounts  are  to  be  audited  at  Philadelphia.  I  shall  be 
extremely  glad  to  receive  regular  infonnation  from  you,  that 
I  may  proceed  accordingly.  My  accounts  are  all  ready,  but 
I  cannot  leave  my  department  until  Mr.  Winthrop  arrives, 
or  I  can  procure  another  clerk. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

William  Palfrev. 
To  Jo/in  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER  TO   GENERAL    PUTNAM. 

Fort  George,  June  3,  1776. 

Dear  General:  Your  favour  of  the  1st  instant  was  de- 
livered me  yesterday  afternoon.  The  powder  arrived  on 
Wednesday,  and  was  immediately  sent  on  ;  part  of  the  in- 
trenching tools  and  cannon  are  also  arrived  and  embarked. 
Pray  let  the  pork  be  constantly  forwarded  to  Albany,  for 
although  upwards  of  two  thousand  barrels  are  already  sent 
since  the  I3th  ultimo,  exclusive  of  twelve  days  at  least  with 
which  every  corps  was  victualled  here,  yet  as  our  Array  are 
not  the  best  economists,  it  will  soon  be  expended. 

The  Commissary-General  should  not  be  apprehensive  of 
laying  in  loo  great  a  stock  at  Albany.  The  difficulty  of 
sending  fat  cattle  into  Canada  is  very  considerable.  Would 
it  not  be  prudent  to  expend  as  little  pork  at  Ne%v-York  as 
possible  ? 

I  have  employed  persons  at  Albany  to  purchase  what- 
ever necessaries  for  our  naked  Army  in  Canada  they  can 
procure ;  but  after  all,  what  they  may  get  will  be  very  tri- 
fling. I  wish,  therefore,  to  have  all  kinds  of  clothing  sent 
up  the  soonest  possible. 

Colonel  Bedel's  and  Major  Butterfield's  conduct  is  uni- 
versally condemned  in  Canada.  If  common  fame  says  true, 
they  have  certainly  behaved  in  the  basest  and  most  coward- 
ly manner.  General  Arnold  is  again  marched  to  the  Cedars 
and  I  trust  he  will  give  a  good  account  of  the  enemy. 

I  am  under  a  necessity  of  hastening  to  Albany,  to  take 
measures  for  securing  the  western  frontici-s  of  this  Colony, 
which  are  threatened  by  the  Indians,  and  believe  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  order  Colonel  Dayton  to  take  post  at  the  place 
where  Fort  Stanwix  was  ;  if  so,  I  shall  want  more  intrench- 
ing tools,  which  you  will  therefore  please  to  send  up.  But 
before  I  order  Colonel  Dayton  to  take  post  there,  I  wish,  if 
time  will  permit,  to  hear  liom  General  Washington  on  the 
subject,  and  have  therefore  enclosed  my  letter  to  Congress, 
that  if  the  General  should  be  at  Neiv-  York,  he  w  ill  please 
to  consider  it  as  directed  to  himself  and  give  me  his  or- 
ders. 

1  hope  soon  to  see  an  Engineer  to  repair  Ticonderoga, 
if  it  is  resolved  to  keep  that  place ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  a 
post  on  the  ground  opposite  to  it  would  more  effectually  se- 
cure us  against  the  enemy,  should  they  oblige  our  Army  to 
retreat  as  far  as  that,  which,  however,  1  trust  will  not  be 
the  case. 

We  shall  want  an  Engineer  to  send  widi  Colonel  Dayton, 
and  if  one  can  be  spared,  pray  order  him  up. 

I  am,  dear  General,  very  sincerely,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  tj  c 

'  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  General  Putnam,  or  Commanding  Officer  at  New-  York. 
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GENERAL    SULLIVAN    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Chambly,  June  3,  1776. 

My  DEAR  General:  I  had  wriuen  a  letter  to  Congress, 
and  expected  to  have  the  honour  of  writing  one  to  you 
before  the  Commissioners  departed,  but  as  1  found  them 
going  off  before  I  could  possibly  finish  one  to  you,  I  sealed 
that,  and  begged  Mr.  C/iase  to  desire  your  Excellency  to 
open  and  read  it,  which  contained  the  purport  of  what  I 
intended  to  write  your  Excellency.  1  have  since  that  been 
to  Montreal,  and  find  almost  every  person  agreed  to  depart 
without  even  seeing  the  enemy.  General  Thompson  writes 
that  about  eight  hundred  of  the  enemy  have  arrived  at 
Three  Rivers,  forty-five  miles  below  Sorel,  where  he  is. 
This  he  has  by  report  only.  I  find  that  all  the  heavy  bag- 
gage is  sent  away  with  the  intrenching  tools,  &,c.;  on  that 
account  I  have  ordered  them  back,  and  am  this  moment 
embarking  for  Sorel,  where  I  hope  to  arrive  by  daybreak, 
and  meet  them  with  all  the  force  I  can  make.  1  am  far 
from  fearing  eight  hundred  men  against  such  a  force  as  I 
can  muster.  I  have  desired  all  the  General  ofiicers  to  be 
with  me  there,  who  seem  well  satisfied  to  go  on.  Want  of 
time  prevents  my  writing  more  fully  on  the  state  of  affaire 
here  at  present,  which  1  shall  not  forget  to  do  as  soon  as 
possible.  In  the  interim,  I  am,  dear  General,  with  great 
respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Sullivan. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


AN    ADDRESS    TO    THE    INHABITANTS    OF    THE    UNITED    CO- 
LONIES.  No.  1. 

My  Friends  and  Brethren  :  T  have  long  been  design- 
ing to  take  my  pen  in  hand,  and  throw  out  some  thoughts 
upon  a  variety  of  useful  subjects,  but  have  hitherto  been 
prevented,  from  a  deep  conviction  of  my  inability  to  do  them 
justice.  But  the  demands  of  my  injured  country  are  so 
pressing,  and  so  indisputably  call  for  die  united  exertions  of 
every  individual,  in  all  ways  within  his  reach,  for  its  salva- 
tion, that  I  am  necessitated  to  write.  The  patriotick  fire 
burns  within  my  bosom,  and  collects  new  force  every  day. 
Nor  shall  I  fear,  if  it'rages  as  I  go  on,  of  incurring  the  just 
resentment  of  the  man  or  woman  whose  approbation  I  would 
ever  court.  My  design  is,  to  rouse  the  attention  of  this  con- 
tinent to  the  various  parts  of  their  political  duty  :  to  repre- 
sent things  in  their  native  dress  ;  to  trace  every  impolitick 
measure,  through  all  its  necessarj-  or  usual  attendants  and 
consequences;  and  to  hold  up  to  universal  view  those  argu- 
ments which,  gloomy  as  the  prospect  is,  may  inspire  our 
hearts  with  invincible  fortitude,  carry  us  through  the  deepest 
distresses  with  reputation  and  dignity,  and  transmit  our 
names  to  future  ages  with  all  possible  marks  of  respect. 

It  will  be  natural  to  suppose,  after  saying  thus  much,  that 
a  regular  plan  should  be  invariably  pursued ;  but  it  will  be 
no  transgression  to  attend  to  the  circumstances  of  our  pub- 
lick  affaii-s.  As  they  vary,  so  shall  I.  Observations  and 
remarks  drawn  from  present  occurrences  produce  a  more 
lasting  effect  than  any  other.  This,  daily  experience  con- 
firms ;  and  it  might  indeed  be  argued  from  the  frame  of  the 
human  mind. 

The  first  thing  to  which  I  shall  pay  particular  attention 
is  the  almost  unaccountable  mistake  of  the  people  with  re- 
spect to  a  late  resolve  of  the  General  Congress.  It  might 
be  expected  that  all  which  proceeds  from  that  body  would 
be  expressed  widi  the  utmost  plainness,  perspicuity,  and 
energy.  Sensible  what  attempts  would  be  made  to  mis- 
construe and  quarrel  with  their  proceedings,  it  is  evident 
they  have  taken  no  small  pains  to  avoid  all  ambiguous  ex- 
pressions. Attentive,  however,  as  they  have  been,  the  event 
has  unfortunately,  in  some  instances,  turned  according  to 
their  expectations.  It  must  be  allowed  that  every  reason 
concurred  to  make  them  clear,  explicit  and  particular. 

The  resolve  to  which  I  refer  bears  date  April  30,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  for  the  City 
and  Liberties  of  rhiladelphia  made  application  to  Congress 
for  advice,  "  Whether  they  ought  to  continue  the  exercise 
of  the  power  of  regulating  the  price  of  goods  in  other  in- 
stances than  that  of  Green  tea ;"  upon  which  it  was  resolved 
"  that  the  ninth  article  of  the  Association,  which  enjoined 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies  to  sell  gcx)ds  and 
merchandises  at  the  rates  they  had  respectively  been  accus- 
tomed to  do  for  twelve  months  then  last  past,  was,  in  its 


nature,  a  temporary  regulation  respecting  goods  then  on 
hand ;  but  as  those  are  nearly  consumed,  and  a  further  sup- 
ply must  be  obtained  at  an  extraordinary  risk  and  expense, 
and  it  is  reasonable  that  adventurers  should  be  encouraged 
by  a  prospect  of  gain  adequate  to  the  danger  which  may  be 
incurred  in  the  importation  ;  and  a  free  trade  being  now 
opened  from  the  United  Colonies  to  all  parts  of  the  world, 
except  the  dominions  belonging  to  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,— Resolved,  that  the  power  of  Committees  of  Inspection 
and  Observation  to  regulate  the  prices  of  goods  (in  other 
instances  than  the  article  of  Green  tea)  ought  to  cease." 
This  resolve,  people  judge  wholly  supersedes  and  destroys 
one  passed ^j/n7  13, which  is  thus:  After  having  given  full 
liberty  to  use  the  tea  in  the  country,  to  prevent  unreason- 
able advantages  being  taken  from  its  scarcity,  it  is  resolved, 
therefore,  "  that  Bohea  tea  ought  not  to  be  sold  in  the 
smallest  quantities  at  a  higher  price  in  any  Colony  than  at 
the  rate  of  three-fourths  of  a  dollar  per  pound,  and  other 
teas  at  such  prices  as  shall  be  regulated  by  the  Committees 
of  the  Town  or  County  where  the  tea  is  sold  ;  and  that  all 
persons  who  shall  give  or  take  a  greater  price  for  it  ought  to 
be  considered  as  enemies  to  the  American  cause,  and  treated 
accordingly.  And  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  Com- 
mittees of  Inspection  and  Observation,  as  well  to  be  vigilant 
in  carrying  this  resolve  into  execution,  as  those  which  pro- 
hibit the  importation  oS^  India  tea  from  any  part  of  the  world  ; 
it  being  the  desire  of  Congress  to  exclude  all  teas  except 
such  as  may  make  part  of  the  cargoes  of  prizes  taken  by 
the  ships  of  war  or  privateers  belonging  to  these  Colonies." 
Here,  my  readers,  you  have  the  two  resolves  before  you, 
under  your  eye  at  once.  And  I  cannot  forbear  observing 
that  some  people,  under  certain  circumstances,  are  possessed 
of  a  peculiar  talent  in  discovering  contradictions  and  absurd- 
ities. What  could  give  rise  to  this  one  it  is  very  hard  to 
conceive.  Shall  we  attribute  it  to  criminal  and  unbecoming 
inattention  ?  Can  an  American  be  inattentive  and  regard- 
less of  resolves  passed  by  the  most  venerable  body  upon 
earth,  and  to  which  he  continually  looks  for  guidance  and 
direction  ?  How  is  it  possible  ?  Shall  he  ascribe  it  to  a 
downright  contempt  of  Congress  ?  This  is  more  criminal 
still,  and  merits  more  accumulated  vengeance.  Or  can  we 
suppose  that  avarice  governs  every  soul,  and  gives  law  to 
the  whole  of  our  conduct  ?  Forbid  it.  Heaven  !  that  so  vile, 
so  destructive,  so  wicked  a  principle,  should  assume  an  un- 
controllable sway  over  this  continent.  But  to  what  is  it 
owing  ?  It  has  a  foundation  somewhere.  The  mistake,  mis- 
construction, perversion — call  it  what  you  will — originated 
from  some  quarter.  However,  I  am  not  so  desirous  to  de- 
termine this  as  I  am  to  show  that  it  has  in  fact  nothing  to 
support  it  from  anything  which  Congress  has  published.  I 
shall  attempt  a  very  critical  inquiry  and  examination  ;  for  the 
closer  we  examine  it  the  plainer  it  will  appear,  and  the  more 
thorough  the  conviction  it  must  carry  to  every  mind. 

In  the  first  place:  The  regulation  of  Bohea  tea  was 
never  put  by  Congress  into  the  hands  of  any  Committee 
whatever.  A  former  resolve  has  prohibited  the  use  of  it 
except  in  extraordinary  and  singular  cases.  It  was  judged 
too  important  a  matter  for  any  body,  save  the  supreme,  to 
interpose,  direct,  and  meddle  further  in  it,  than  to  grant 
licenses  under  Continental  restrictions,  and  determine  the 
nature  and  circumstances  of  any  application  which  was 
made.  Thus  far  reached  the  power  of  Committees,  and 
no  farther.  Now,  how  improbable  it  is  that  the  Committee 
of  Philadelphia  should  seek  advice  about  an  article  which 
they  knew,  and  every  man  knows,  was  wholly  out  of  their 
province  to  regulate  ?  Such  authority  was  never  vested  in 
them.  They  could  not,  therefore,  mean,  by  asking  "  Whe- 
ther they  ought  to  continue  the  exercise  of  this  power  of  re- 
gulating the  price  of  goods  in  other  instances  than  that  of 
Green  tea,"  to  inquire  whether  what  they  had  never  been 
advised  about  and  pressed  to  do,  should  now  be  exempted 
from  the  list  of  articles  which  they  had  before  taken  care  of. 
Notwithstanding  repeated  application  was  made  to  Congress 
by  private  gentlemen  to  remove  the  restraints  from  this  arti- 
cle, yet,  till  April  13,  nothing  transpired  about  it.  Had 
Congress  ordered  Committees  to  fix  the  price  and  sell  at 
pleasure,  this  resolve  would  have  been  absolutely  unneces- 
sary and  ridiculous.  To  say  the  least  of  it,  it  would  have 
been  a  repetition  of  what  was  already  long  ago  determined 
and  setded. 

Further,  secondly :   There  is  a  particular  reference  had 


095 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  Lc,  JUNE,  1776. 


696 


in  <he  resolve  to  the  niiitli  article  of  the  Association,  "  which 
enjoins  the  inhahitaius  of  the  United  Colonies  to  sell  goods 
and  merchandises  at  tiicv  rates  they  have  respectively  been 
accustomed  to  do  for  twelve  months  then  hist  past."  That 
tea  does  not  come  williin  this  restriction  is  clear  from  tiie 
third  article  of  the  said  Association,  in  which  the  purchasing 
or  using  of  it  is  expressly  prohibited.  Now,  as  there  is  no 
contradiction  between  the  third  and  ninth  articles — one  in  no 
sense  designed  to  set  aside  tiie  otiicr — and  as  the  resolve  of 
April  30  refei-s  immediately,  particularly,  and  entirely  to  the 
ninth,"I  think  it  cannot  militate  against  the  resolve  o(  April 
13,  nor  affect  it  in  any  manner.  There  is  no  suggestion,  no 
hint  nor  intimation  which  could  lead  an  attentive  and  un- 
prejudiced mind  to  conclude  that  Congress  intended  to  re- 
peal or  supersede  its  own  regulation  of  the  price  of  it.  Why 
were  not  both  resolves  referred  to  and  mentioned  as  well  as 
one  ?  The  same  reasons  necessarily  operate  in  both  cases, 
the  same  propriety  and  need  of  it.  Doubtless  a  very  good 
custom,  when  a  former  act  of  an  Assembly  or  Congress  is 
set  aside,  to  preface  it  with  an  enumeration  of  the  reasons, 
and  the  old  act  itself.  Rut  as  this  of  the  13th  of  April  is 
not  named,  it  fairly  implies  that  stands  in  full  force,  and  the 
obligation,  consequently,  to  observe  it,  as  strong  as  ever  it 
was.     Perhaps  futurity  may  know  no  alteration. 

Furdier,  thirdly :  The  reasons  upon  which  the  resolve 
of  April  30  is  built  cannot  possibly  extend  to  the  Bohea 
tea  which  was  imported  into  America  before  it  was  passed. 
Be  pleased  to  attend  to  them :  "  As  the  goods  in  the  coun- 
try are  nearly  consumed,  and  a  further  supply  must  be  ob- 
tained, at  an  extraordinary  risk  and  expense,  and  it  is  rea- 
sonable that  adventurei-s  should  be  encouraged  by  a  prospect 
of  gain  adequate  to  the  danger  which  may  be  incurred  in 
the  importation,  and  a  free  trade  being  now  opened  from 
the  United  Colonies  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  except  the 
dominions  belonging  to  Great  Britain."  These  are  the 
reasons,  substantial  ones,  too,  and  worthy  the  conceptions 
which  have  been  formed  of  Congress.  But  they  do  not  ope- 
rate with  respect  to  teas  ;  they  do  not  with  respect  to  a  single 
article  imported  from  time  back ;  they  reach  into  future  time, 
and  bear  a  very  favourable  aspect  upon  our  trade,  which  may 
hereafter  be  carried  on.  I  wonder  how  any  mortal  could 
suppose  that  these  reasons  should  influence  a  single  member 
tliat  acted  upon  principle,  in  passing  the  resolve  of  April 
13,  to  repeal  it. 

Further:  Every  motive  and  argument  which  engaged 
and  determined  the  Congress  to  fix  the  price  of  Bohea  tea 
must  still  engage  and  determine  them  to  continue  the  resolve. 
They  are  suggested.  Aware  of  the  corruption  of  human 
nature,  and  of  the  insufficiency  of  reason  and  Christianity  to 
stem  and  control  the  pecessary  operation  of  narrow,  selfish, 
and  avaricious  principles,  they  resolved  to  throw  a  little 
more  weight  into  the  scale  of  virtue  and  patriotism  ;  and,  if 
possible,  make  it  preponderate  every  other  consideration. 
Mankind  are  as  depraved  as  before.  America  has  as  many 
base  souls  as  ever :  oh  !  that  they  were  not  continually  in- 
creasing. Conceive  of  anything  which  could  be  an  induce- 
ment, and  it  remains  with  its  unabated,  undiminished  force. 

Further :  What  could  induce  Congress  to  supersede  the 
resolve  of  ^pn7  13?  Did  they  find  upon  trial  that  the 
measure  was  impolilick,  unnecessary,  unjustifiable,  or  fatal 
in  its  consequences  ?  Did  they  receive  any  application  from 
any  number  of  gentlemen  from  any  publick  body  for  a 
repeal  ?  Did  their  own  conscience  smite  them  for  the  in- 
jury which  they  had  done  the  merchants,  a  respectable 
class  of  people  ?  Did  they  find  they  had  brought  upon 
themselves  the  mighty  resentment  of  their  constituents  ? 
Did  they  dread  the  curses  of  posterity  for  it  ?  Could  they 
name  any  inconvenience  which  attended  it  ?  Did  they  im- 
agine, if  the  people  suitably  exerted  themselves,  it  was  im- 
practicable in  the  execution  ?  None  of  these  things  are 
pretended.  Pray  what  did  operate  in  an  imperceptible  and 
surprising  manner  upn  the  authors  of  that  resolve  ?  Could 
not  they  foresee  its  effects?  These  questions  carry  their 
own  answers.  It  is  plain  the  thought  never  entered  their 
minds  ;  the  reasons  which  have  been  urged,  1  humbly  judge, 
abundantly  evince  the  point,  that  the  resolve  of  April  13 
has  never  been  repealed  by  any  subsequent  one,  and  there 
never  will  a  reason  occur  to  justify  a  repeal.  We  might 
have  said  more,  but  it  is  an  established  rule  in  philosophy 
to  assign  no  more  reasons  than  are  sufficient  to  account  for 
the  effect,  to  establish  the  point  in  view. 


I  must  now  expect  to  be  attacked  upon  every  side.  Let 
my  opposers  remember,  truth  bids  defiance  and  shines 
brighter,  many  times,  by  opposition.  While  the  press  is 
open,  while  life  is  preserved,  and  domestick  business  does 
not  loo  much  interrupt,  I  intend  to  expose  every  attempt  to 
destroy  the  impregnable  barrier  against  lawless  power,  which 
the  wisdom  of  the  continent  is  erecting — impregnable,  if  we 
do  not  throw  it  down  by  secret  fraud  or  publick  contention. 

You  will  now  ask,  "  Why  so  much  busde  about  Bohea 
tea,  when  the  future  irni)ortation  of  it  is  prohibited?  Why 
may  not  the  traders,  undisturbed,  sell  it  at  any  price  ?" 
Rather  ask,  my  reader,  why  may  not  the  traders  tread  upon 
forbidden  ground,  violate  every  resolve  of  Congress,  and 
stand  foremost  in  the  list  of  oppressors  ?  Ijct  the  question 
wear  this  dress,  and  propose  it  to  the  discussion  of  the  uni- 
verse. Let  me  inquire,  Has  not  Congress  fixed  the  price  of 
Bohea  tea  ?  Did  it  not  fall  within  their  province  to  do  it? 
Is  it  not  proper  to  execute  their  resolves ;  to  enforce  them 
by  every  justifiable  method  in  our  power?  Are  we  not 
bound  to  adhere  strictly  to  their  measures,  and  strengthen 
their  authority  ?  Can  we  treat  their  proceedings  with  light- 
ness, and  not  be  guilty  ?  There  is  not  one  will  lay  his 
negative  publickly  upon  these  questions.  What  does  it 
avail  to  assert,  and  in  the  next  breath  contradict  them  ? 
You  will  say,  '•  This  tea  is  no  great  matter ;  we  would  in  gen- 
eral remember  and  reverence  Congress."  Well,  but  why  not 
now  ?  What  exempts  you  from  your  obligation  at  this  time 
and  in  this  particular  instance  ?  The  authority,  the  justice, 
propriety  and  need  of  the  regulation  are  indisputable.  Why 
will  you  indulge  yourselves  to  break  over  this  bound  ?  Why 
will  you  make  any  inroads?  Why  introduce  a  precedent, 
which,  if  followed  throughout,  will  prove  your  ruin  ?  Why 
will  you  open  a  door  which  can  never,  upon  your  principles, 
with  any  consistency,  be  shut  ?  Will  you  get  by  this  vio- 
lation the  plaudits  of  your  own  breasts,  the  thanks  of  the 
traders,  the  increase  of  your  interest,  or  the  aj)probation  of 
Congress?  Possibly  you  will  enrich  the  coffers  of  the  tra- 
ders at  the  expense  of  your  character,  your  patriotism  and 
estate,  and  that  is  all ;  and  methinks  that  is  enough — it  is 
more  than  enough  for  me.  I  solemnly  protest,  with  the 
assistance  of  my  Heavenly  Father,  without  whom  I  would 
never  form  a  resolution  and  promise,  I  will  never  drink  one 
drop  of  that  tea  which  I  know  costs  more  than  the  Congress 
allows  of  by  one  of  their  late  resolves.  And  here  1  am 
struck  with  wonder  at  the  strange  behaviour  of  our  honest 
farmers.  For  the  most  part,  a  man  runs  as  great  a  risk  in 
touching  their  purse,  as  he  would  in  stretching  forth  a  hand 
to  take  their  life.  The  genius  of  the  Colony,  indeed,  has 
bordered  a  vast  deal  too  much  for  its  reputation  and  advan- 
tage upon  covetousness.  But  the  husbandmen  among  us 
could  not- bear,  unless  necessity  called  loudly,  to  devote  a 
farthing  of  their  estate  to  any  useful  and  important  purpose. 
The  expenses  of  the  Continental  war  lie  as  an  insupport- 
able burden  upon  multitudes  ;  and  blessed,  as  some  of  them 
are,  with  a  fertile  imagination,  they  can,  at  one  view,  see 
their  families  stripped  of  every  comfort,  and  their  purses 
empty  as  their  heads,  even  if  immortal  victory  should  declare 
for  the  brave  Americans.  The  prospect  of  the  taxes  almost 
overwhelms  the  tender  minds — forgive  me — the  narrow  dis- 
position of  diousands.  I  would  recommend  it  to  those  of 
my  readers  who  find  themselves  subject  to  fainting  under 
such  overpowering  views,  to  lay  up  a  store  of  the  spirit  of 
hartshorn,  some  lavender,  nitre,  and  a  variety  of  braving, 
invigorating,  and  enlivening  medicines.  It  is  not  prudent 
ever  to  journey  or  labour  without  them.  Our  dioughts  are 
not  always  under  the  least  control.  No  one  can  tell  what 
may  happen.  Always  be  upon  your  guard.  Let  not  a 
prospect  strike  you  unprovided.  To  be  serious,  what  a 
wonderful  change  in  human  affairs !  The  farmer,  and  thou- 
sands of  others,  who  would  not  willingly  bestow  one  penny 
for  the  support  of  literature  or  religion,  can  throw  away 
eighteen  pence  upon  every  pound  of  tea  which  they  buy. 
A  dollar,  now  money  is  as  plentiful  as  dirt,  is  nothing. 
When  we  might  oblige  the  tradere  to  sell  us  their  tea  for 
four  shillings  and  six  pence,  and  observe  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress, or  let  it  lie  in  their  stores  to  the  end  of  tlie  world,  we 
unite,  as  it  were,  to  uphold  them  in  their  wickedness.  I 
know  not  how  we  can  answer  it  at  any  tribunal.  I  depre- 
cate the  principle  from  which  such  a  conduct  takes  its  rise. 
Let  a  collector  call  upon  one  of  these  gentlemen  for  a  coun- 
ty, a  town,  or  Ministerial  rate,  and  he  will  pour  forth  com- 
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plaints  in  abundance  of  the  scarcity  of  money,  the  weight 
of  ruinous  taxes,  the  distresses  of  the  times,  and  what  not, 
and  with  so  feeble  a  voice  that  letting  of  blood  would,  to 
human  appearance,  be  the  only  thing  whicli  could  ever  re- 
cover him  to  health  and  usefulness  again.  Let  a  man  call 
upon  one  of  them  to  pay  a  debt  of  several  years'  standing, 
and  he  has  no  money  to  spare ;  his  family  is  starving,  no- 
thing in  the  iiouse  to  eat,  drink  or  wear.  But  let  any  of 
them  get  a  hankering  after  the  East  India  herb,  and  they 
can  give  six  or  nine  or  ten  shillings  per  pound  for  anything 
which  resembles  it  in  smell  or  taste.  I  call  upon  you,  who- 
ever you  be,  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor,  men  or  women,  who 
conduct  in  this  manner,  to  reconcile  yourselves  with  any 
rational  principles.  I  do  not  direct  you  to  go  to  Commit- 
tees for  relief — a  miserable  subterfuge,  like  Job^s  comforters. 
I  call  you  to  wake  up,  and  exert  every  generous  principle, 
and  deliver  yourselves  from  the  chains  which  you  are  forming 
and  putting  upon  your  own  necks.  Cease  to  wonder  at  the 
trader ;  suffer  him  to  dupe  you  out  of  your  reason,  your 
senses,  and  your  money,  and  I  warrant  you  will  lose  them. 
For  Heaven's  sake,  for  the  interest  of  liberty  and  religion, 
for  your  own  interest,  and  that  of  endless  ages,  act  in  every 
instance,  in  the  whole  of  your  deportment,  in  an  irreproach- 
able manner,  and  by  the  means  within  the  reach  of  mortals, 
pi-ocure  distinguished  blessings  for  this  land,  and  descend  at 
last  to  your  graves  with  the  highest  marks  of  honour  and 
applause.  .  x:,  ^ 

'^'^  At  MEND  TO  HIS  COUNTRY. 

Connecticut,  June  3,  1776. 


TOWN-MEETING,    PROVIDENCE,    RHODE-ISLAND. 

At  a  Town-Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Providence,  held  on 
the  first  Monday  of  June,  A.  D.  1776,  being  the  third  day 
of  the  month : 

lyir.  John  Jencks,  Moderator. 

Voted,  That  the  Town  Council  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
requested  to  revise  and  continue  the  Town  Watch  by  night, 
under  the  same  regulations  as  established  by  them  on  the 
11th  day  of  iVo»e»i6er  last;  that  the  Master  of  the  Watch 
go  through  with  the  assessment  then  made  by  the  said  Town 
Council,  in  the  same  manner  as  would  have  been  done,  had 
the  Colony  done  nothing  respecting  the  Watch  until  that 
assessment  shall  be  finished. 

Whereas  it  does  not  appear  necessary  to  employ  any 
person'  for  the  present  to  watch  the  Battery  at  Fox-Point 
by  day,  and  in  the  night  it  may  be  done  by  the  Town's 
Watch : 

It  is,  therefore,  Voted,  That  the  person  who  now  watches 
the  said  Battery  be  dismissed  from  said  employ. 


GENERAL    WARD    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  June  3,  1776. 

Sir:  Enclosed  are  the  judgment  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry 
upon  the  complaint  of  Colonel  Vamum  against  Lieutenant 
Merril,  and  a  return  of  this  division  of  the  Army. 

Some  of  the  articles  which  General  Putnam  sent  to  me 
for  are  on  the  way  to  Nortvich,  and  the  most  of  them  will 
set  off  to-morrow  morning. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  General  Washington. 

Proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  held  at  Boston,  by  or- 
der of  Major-General  Ward,  to  examine  a  complaint 
exhibited  by  Colonel  Varnum  against  Lieutenant  Dan- 
iel Merril,  of  Colonel  Phinney's  Regiment,  May  24, 
A.  D.  1776. 

Colonel  Sargent,  President. 
Members. 
Captain  Pope,  Captain  Farrington, 

Ca])tain  Hill,  Lieutenant  Holmes, 

Captain  'Barnes,  Lieutenant  Meserve, 

Captain  Low,  Lieutenant  Herrick, 

Captain  Haynes,  Lieutenant  Munrow, 

Captain  Vinton,  Ensign  Mills. 

The  Court  being  convened,  proceeded  to  inquire  into  a 
complaint  exhibited  by  Colonel  Vamum  against  Lieutenant 
Merril,  for  inlisting  Sergeant  Thompson  and  fifteen  men, 


who  were  before  inlisted  with  Lane  and  the  aforesaid  Ser- 
geant, by  his  order,  (as  he  saith.) 

After  examining  the  Officers  of  the  Company,  as  well  as 
the  Sergeant  and  Privates  above-mentioned,  and  getting 
what  light  we  possibly  could  in  this  matter,  the  Court  being 
cleared,  after  the  most  mature  consideration,  are  unanimous 
in  the  opinion  that  Lieutenant  Merril  is  not  guilty  of  any 
part  of  the  charge  alleged  against  him,  nor  in  any  way  cul- 
pable in  the  matter;  and  that  said  Sergeant  and  men  are 
not  held  (or  ought  not  to  be)  by  said  Captain  Lane,  as  it 
doth  not  appear  that  they  were  properly  inlisted. 

Paul  Dudley  Sargent,  President. 


Watertown,  Juno  3,  1776. 

The  beginning  of  last  week,  a  vessel  arrived  in  this  Co- 
lony, having  on  board  ten  tonsof  Sulphur,  and  the  remainder 
of  her  cargo  Salt.  The  former  article  will  greatly  help  in 
manufacturing  the  amazing  quantity  of  thirty-four  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  seven  and  one-quarter  pounds  weight  of 
Saltpetre,  made  in  this  Colony,  and  brought  to  the  Commis- 
sary-General's store,  in  this  town,  during  the  course  of  the 
week  past,  exclusive  of  what  has  been  carried  to  the  Pow- 
der-Mills  at  Haverhill,  Stoughton,  &ic. 

On  Tuesday,  the  21st  ultimo,  the  Continental  frigate,  of 
thirty-two  guns,  built  at  Portsmouth,  under  the  direction  of 
John  Langdon,  Esquire,  was  launched,  amidst  the  acclama- 
tions of  many  thousand  spectators.  She  is  esteemed  by 
all  those  who  are  judges  that  have  seen  her,  to  be  one  of 
the  completest  ships  ever  built  in  America.  The  whole 
time  of  her  building  did  not  exceed  sixty  working  days. 


extract  of  a  letter  from  general  HOWE  to  lord 

GEORGE    GERMAINE,    DATED    HALIFAX,   JUNE    3,    1776. 

I  have  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  despatches  of  the 
2d  of  February,  enclosing  his  Majesty's  warrant  to  explain 
and  confirm,  under  the  King's  sign  manual,  the  powers  with 
which  I  am  vested  to  post  officers  to  vacancies,  as  were  be- 
fore expressed  in  your  Lordship's  letter  of  5th  January. 

Permit  me,  my  Lord,  to  represent,  that,  when  his  Ma- 
jesty was  pleased  to  order  two  additional  companies  to 
each  regiment  under  my  command,  (one  of  them  to  be 
formed  by  a  regular  regimental  promotion,  and  the  officers 
to  return  to  Britain  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  com- 
pany,) I  did,  with  a  scmpulous  regard  to  his  Majesty's 
pleasure,  make  the  appointments  accordingly,  reporting  my 
reasons  for  the  few  deviations  that  occurred.  Notwith- 
standing this,  I  have  the  mortification  to  find  that  my  ap- 
pointments, on  their  arrival,  were  not  confirmed,  and  that 
all  those  Ensigns  who  had  merited  promotion  by  their  per- 
sonal good  behaviour,  and  who  have  ever  since  been  doing 
duty  as  such,  remain  superseded  by  others  commissioned  in 
Britain. 

Many  appointments  have  also  been  received  from  the 
War-Office,  since  the  5th  of  January,  on  vacancies  that 
have  happened  under  my  command,  and  which,  of  course, 
have  been  filled  up  on  the  spot ;  occasioning  such  embar- 
rassment and  confusion  in  the  Army,  that  I  have  been 
obliged  to  give  the  enclosed  order,  to  prevent  murmurs,  and 
remove  all  doubts  in  consequence  of  those  double  promo- 
tions, until  his  Majesty's  further  pleasure  is  known. 

I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  entreat  your  Lordship  to  lay  be- 
fore his  Majesty  the  particular  situation  of  the  gentlemen 
aggrieved,  and  to  present  my  humble  request  that  his  Ma- 
jesty may  be  graciously  pleased  to  confirm  them  in  their 
respective  ranks — permitting  me  to  issue  pay  to  the  En- 
signs appointed  at  bome,  by  recommendation  from  the  War- 
Office,  until  vacancies  happen  in  the  different  regiments 
for  their  admission  ;  in  which  view.  I  shall  keep  all  En- 
signcies  open  in  expectation  of  his  Majesty's  further  plea- 
sure. I  must  also  flatter  myself  that  directions  may  be 
given  to  prevent  the  like  inconveniences  in  future,  as  his 
Majesty's  service,  by  their  continuance,  must  be  greatly 
impdeed. 


VOTES    or    SEVERAL   TOWNS    IN    MASSACHUSETTS    RELATING 
TO    INDEPENDENCE. 

TAUNTON,    BRISTOL    COUNTY. 

At  a  Town-Meeting,  legally  warned  and  held  at  Taun- 
ton, on  Monday,  the  3d  day  oi'  June,  1776,  on  the  second 
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article  mentioned  in  the  warrant,  Voted,  that  if  the  Ameri- 
can Congress  should,  in  their  wisdom,  declare  independent 
of  Great  Britain,  then  they,  (the  inhabitants  of  this  town,) 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  do  solemnly  engage  to  support 
tliein  in  tlie  same. 

SCITDATE,    PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 

Listnictions  to  Nathan  Gushing,  Esq.,  Represmtative  of 
the  Town  o/Scituate,  June  4,  1776. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  town  being  called  together  on 
the  recommendation  of  our  General  Assembly,  to  signify  our 
minds  on  the  great  point  of  independence  on  Great  Britain, 
think  fit  to  instruct  you  on  that  head.  The  Ministry  of  that 
kingdom  having  formed  a  design  of  subjecting  the  Colonies 
to  a  distant,  external,  and  absolute  power,  in  all  cases  what- 
soever, wherein  the  Colonies  have  not,  nor,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  can  have  any  share  by  representation,  have  for  a 
coui-se  of  years  past  exerted  their  utmost  art  and  endeavour 
to  press  the  same  plan,  so  destructive  to  both  countries,  into 
execution  ;  but  finding  it,  through  the  noble  and  virtuous 
opposition  of  the  sons  of  freedom,  impracticable,  by  means 
of  mere  political  artifice  and  corruption,  they  have  at  length 
had  a  fatal  recourse  to  a  standing  army,  so  repugnant  to 
the  nature  of  a  free  Government,  to  fire  and  sword,  to  blood- 
shed and  devastation,  calling  in  the  aid  of  foreign  troops,  as 
well  as  endeavouring  to  stir  up  the  savages  of  the  wilderness 
to  exercise  their  barbarities  upon  us ;  being  determined  by 
all  appearances,  if  practicable,  to  extirpate  the  Americans 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,  if  possible,  unless  they  tamely 
resign  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  to  re-people  this  once  hap- 
py country  with  the  ready  sons  of  vassalage,  if  such  can  be 
found :  We,  therefore,  apprehending  such  a  subjection  utter- 
ly inconsistent  with  the  just  rights  and  blessings  of  society, 
unanimously  instruct  you  to  endeavour  that  our  Delegates 
in  Congress  be  informed,  in  case  that  Representative  body 
of  the  Continent  should  think  fit  to  declare  the  Colonies  in- 
dependent of  Great  Britain,  of  our  readiness  and  determi- 
nation to  assist,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  in  support  of  that 
(as  we  apprehend)  necessary  measure. 

Touching  other  matters,  we  trust  in  your  discretion,  fide- 
lity, and  zeal,  for  the  publick  welfare,  to  propose  and  for- 
ward all  such  measures  as  you  shall  apprehend  may  tend  to 
our  necessary  defence  in  the  present  threatening  aspect  of 
affairs,  or  to  promoting  the  internal  peace,  order,  and  good 
Government  of  this  Colony. 

WRENTHAM,    NORFOLK    COUNTY. 

June  5,  1776. 

At  a  general  Town-Meeting  of  the  Freeholders,  and  other 
inhabitants  of  this  Town,  being  warned,  qualified,  and  as- 
sembled as  the  law  directs,  at  the  publick  Meeting-House 
in  the  First  Precinct  in  this  Town : 

To  Messrs.  Benjamin  Guild,  Joseph  Haws,  and  Doctor 
Ebenezer  Daggett,  chosen  to  represent  this  Toion  the 
ensuing  year : 

Gentlemen  :  We,  your  constituents,  in  full  town-meet- 
ing, June  5th,  1776,  give  you  the  following  Instructions, 
viz: 

Whereas  tyranny  and  oppression,  a  little  more  tlian  a  cen- 
tury and  a  half  ago,  obliged  our  forefathers  to  quit  their 
peaceful  habitations  and  seek  an  asylum  in  this  distant  land, 
amidst  a  howling  wilderness,  surrounded  with  savage  ene- 
mies, and  destitute  of  almost  every  convenience  of  life,  was 
their  unhappy  situation.  But  such  was  their  zeal  for  the 
common  rights  of  mankind,  that  they,  under  the  smiles  of 
Divine  Providence,  surmounted  every  difficulty,  and  in  a 
little  time  were  in  the  exercise  of  civil  Government  under 
tlie  charter  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  But  after  some 
years  had  passed,  and  the  Colonies  had  become  of  some 
importance,  new  troubles  began  to  arise:  the  same  spirit 
which  caused  them  to  leave  their  native  land  still  pursued 
them,  joined  by  designing  men  among  themselves.  Letters 
began  to  be  written  against  the  Government,  and  the  first 
Charter  soon  after  destroyed.  In  this  situation,  some  years 
passed  before  another  Charter  could  be  obtained ;  and  al- 
though many  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  first  Charter 
were  abridged  by  the  last,  yet  in  that  situation  the  Gov- 
ernment has  been  tolerably  quiet  until  the  year  1763,  since 
which  the  same  spirit  of  oppression  has  risen  up.     Letters 


by  divers  ill-minded  persons  have  been  written  against  the 
Government,  in  consequence  of  which  divers  acts  of  the 
British  Parliament  have  been  made,  mutilating  and  destroy- 
ing the  Charter,  and  wholly  subversive  of  the  Constitution. 
Fleets  and  armies  have  been  sent  to  enforce  them,  and  at 
length  a  civil  war  has  commenced,  and  the  sword  is  drawn 
in  our  land,  and  the  whole  United  Colonies  involved  in  one 
common  cause.  The  repeated  and  humble  petitions  of  the 
people  have  been  wantonly  rejected  with  disdain.  The 
Prince  we  once  adored  has  commissioned  the  instruments 
of  his  hostile  oppressions  to  lay  waste  our  dwellings  with  fire 
and  sword,  to  rob  us  of  our  property,  and  wantonly  to  stain 
the  land  with  the  blood  of  its  innocent  inhabitants.  He  has 
entered  into  treaties  with  the  most  cruel  nations,  to  hire  an 
army  of  mercenaries  to  subjugate  the  Colonies  to  his  cruel 
and  arbitrary  purposes.  In  short,  all  hopes  of  an  accom- 
modation are  entirely  at  an  end.  A  reconciliation  has  be- 
come as  dangerous  as  it  is  absurd.  A  recollection  of  past 
injuries  will  naturally  kindle  and  keep  alive  the  flames  of 
jealousy.  We,  your  constituents,  therefore,  think  that  to 
be  subject  to  or  dependant  on  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
would  not  only  be  impracticable,  but  unsafe  and  dangerous 
to  the  State.  The  inhabitants  of  this  town,  therefore,  in 
full  town-meeting,  unanimously  instruct  and  direct  you  to 
give  your  vote,  if  the  honourable  American  Congress  (in 
whom  we  place  the  highest  confidence  under  God)  should 
think  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  United  Colonies  to 
declare  them  independent  on  Great  Britain,  that  we.  your 
constituents,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  will  inost  cheerfully 
support  them  in  the  measure. 

Touching  the  internal  policy  of  this  Colony,  it  has  been 
found,  by  long  experience,  a  great  charge  to  a  great  number 
of  the  towns  in  the  Colony  that  they  have  to  go  to  but  one 
town  in  each  County  for  the  Probate  of  Wills  and  the  Re- 
gister of  Deeds.  We,  your  constituents,  are  of  opinion, 
that  each  office  would  be  more  to  the  advantage  of  the  peo- 
ple, were  they  kept  in  each  town,  under  suitable  directions. 
Therefore,  we,  your  constituents,  instruct  you  to  use  your 
influence  in  the  General  Court  to  obtain  an  act  enabling 
the  several  towns  in  this  Colony  to  keep  each  of  said  offices 
within  the  limits  of  the  same. 

Gentlemen,  not  doubting  your  zeal  and  abilities  in  the 
common  cause,  and  your  firm  attachment  to  peace  and  good 
order,  and  in  the  same  confidence  in  your  sincere  attach- 
ment to  the  publick  weal,  we  readily  submit  all  other  mat- 
ters of  publick  moment  that  may  require  your  consideration 
to  your  own  wisdom  and  discretion. 

hanover,  plymouth  county. 

Plymouth,  ss  : 

At  a  legal  Town-Meeting  held  at  Hanover,  on  the  6th 
day  of  June,  1776,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  honoura- 
ble House  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, relative  to  advising  the  person  or  pei-sons  who 
should  represent  them  in  the  General  Court,  whether,  that 
if  the  Honourable  Congress  should,  for  the  safety  of  the 
Colonies,  declare  them  independent  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  they,  the  inhabitants,  would  solemnly  en- 
gage, with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  support  them  in  the 
measure : 

Voted,  unanimously.  To  instruct  and  inform  their  Re- 
presentatives, that  if  the  honourable  Congress  should,  for 
the  safety  of  said  Colonies,  declare  them  independent  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  that  they,  the  inhabitants,  will 
engage  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  support  them  in  the 
measure. 

TYRINGHAM,    BERKSHIRE    COUNTY. 

Pursuant  of  a  resolve  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  passed  June  7th,  1776, 
the  Freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Tyring- 
ham,  being  duly  notified,  assembled  on  Wednesday,  the  26th 
day  of  said  June,  and  after  deliberately  considering  the  state 
of  the  Colonies  with  regard  to  their  being  any  longer  subject 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 

Voted,  unanimously.  That  if  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  should  think  fit  to  declare  the  Colonies  indepen- 
dent of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  that  they,  the  inha- 
bitants of  Tyringham,  were  ready,  with  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes, to  support  the  measure. 


701 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  kc,  JUNE,  1776. 


702 


ALFORD,    BERKSHIRE    COUNTT. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  Town  o(  Alford,  legally  assembled  at  the  house  of  En- 
sign Simeon  Harlhut,  in  said  town,  on  Friday,  the  7th  day 
of  June,  A.  D.  1776,  at  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon 
on  said  day,  to  consider  and  act  on  the  subject  of  indepen- 
dence, as  the  town  should  think  fit,  in  pursuance  of  advice 
from  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts-Bay  : 

The  two  following  Resolves  being  laid  before  the  town, 
in  a  full  meeting,  and  being  separately  put,  they  each  of 
them  passed  unanimously : 

Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  the  Town,)  That  by  a  numoer 
of  Acts  and  Laws  made  and  passed  by  both  Houses  of  the 
British  Parliament  in  the  reign  of  George  III,  and  the  hos- 
tilities commenced  in  support  of  said  Acts  and  Laws,  the 
union  and  connection  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies  of  North  America  are,  on  the  part  of  Britain, 
cut  in  sunder,  and  that  the  United  Colonies  ousht  to  take 
forfeiture. 

Passed  in  the  affirmative,  new.  con. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  should  the  honourable  the 
Continental  Congress  declare  the  United  Colonies  of  North 
America  independent  in  all  respects  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  this  Town  will  support  the  measure  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes. 

Passed  in  the  affirmative,  nem.  con. 


NORWICH,    HAMPSHIRE    COUNTY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Norwich,  legally  assembled,  on  the  7th  of 
June,  1776 : 

Voted,  (on  the  article  in  the  warrant  respecting  indepen- 
dence from  Great  Britain,)  in  case  the  honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress  and  the  body  of  the  United  Colonies  think 
best  to  declare  independence  from  Great  Britain,  the  Town 
of  Norwich  votes  to  join  to  support  and  defend  the  same. 

PALMER,    HAMPSHIRE    COUNTY. 

At  a  very  full  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Palmer,  le- 
gally met  at  the  publick  Meeting-House,  on  Monday,  the 
17th  day  of  June,  1776,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
The  meeting  being  opened,  Mr.  Robert  Farrell  was  chosen 
Moderator,  and  then  proceeded  and  voted  the  following  In- 
structions to  the  Representative  of  this  Town  now  at  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  as  the  sentiments  of  this 
Town: 

That  whereas  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  hath,  by  sundry 
Acts  of  Parliament,  assumed  the  power  of  legislation  for  the 
Colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  without  the  consent  of  the 
inhabitants  ;  have  likewise  exercised  the  assumed  power  for 
raising  a  revenue  in  the  Colonies  without  their  consent :  We 
cannot  justly  call  that  our  own  which  others  may,  when 
they  please,  take  from  us  against  our  will.  Have  likewise 
appointed  a  new  set  of  officers  to  superintend  these  revenues, 
wholly  unknown  in  the  Charter,  and  by  their  Commissioners 
invested  with  powers  altogether  unconstitutional  and  de- 
structive to  the  security  which  we  have  a  right  to  enjoy. 
Fleets  and  Armies  have  been  introduced  to  support  these 
unconstitutional  officers  in  collecting  these  unconstitutional 
revenues;  have  altered  the  Charter  of  this  Colony,  and 
thereby  overthrown  the  Constitution ;  together  with  many 
other  grievous  acts  of  Parliament,  too  grievous  to  be  borne. 
The  peaceable  inhabitants  being  alarmed  at  such  repeated 
inroads  on  the  Constitution,  and  gigantick  strides  of  despotick 
power  over  the  Colonies,  the  Colonies  petitioned  the  King 
lor  redress  of  grievances  ;  finding  that  to  fail,  petitioned  ge- 
nerally, begging  as  children  to  a  father  to  be  heard  and  re- 
lieved ;  but  all  to  no  purpose,  the  petitions  being  treated 
with  almost  contempt.  The  United  Colonies,  finding  that 
no  redress  could  he  had  from  Great  Britain,  unitedly  agreed 
to  an  opposition  in  the  most  peaceable  way  they  could  con- 
trive, being  willing  to  try  every  peaceable  measure  that 
could  possibly  be  invented,  rather  than  break  with  Great 
Britain.  Great  Britain,  being  bent  on  her  favourite  scheme 
of  enslaving  the  Colonies,  declared  them  Rebels,  and  treated 
them  as  such.  The  Colonies,  being  driven  to  a  state  of  de- 
spair of  the  least  relief  from  them,  were  obliged,  by  the  law 
of  self-preservation,  to  take  up  arms  in  their  own  defence, 


meaning  to  use  them  only  as  such  ;  but  the  dispute  has  arisen 
to  so  great  a  height  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Colonies 
ever  to  be  joined  with  Great  Britain  again  with  the  least 
security  and  safety  to  themselves  or  posterity.  We,  the  in- 
habitants of  this  town,  do  believe  it  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  safety  of  the  United  Colonies  to  be  independent  from 
Great  Britain,  and  declare  themselves  entirely  a  separate 
State,  as  we  can  see  no  alternative  but  inevitable  ruin  or 
independence.  But  as  there  is  a  General  Congress  of  wise 
and  good  men,  who  sit  at  the  helm  of  affairs,  consulting  mea- 
sures which  will  be  most  for  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  the 
whole,  and  have  the  means  of  intelligence  and  information 
in  their  hands,  submit  the  whole  affair  to  their  wise  conside- 
ration and  determination  ;  and  if  they  shall  unite  in  a  sepa- 
ration from  Great  Britain,  we  do  unanimously  determine 
and  declare  we  will  support  them  with  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes. We  do  direct  the  Representative  of  this  Town  to 
lay  these  votes  before  the  honourable  General  Assembly  of 
this  Colony,  to  enable  them  to  communicate  our  sentiments 
to  the  honourable  Continental  Congress. 

ACTON,    MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  Acton,  legally  assembled,  on  the  14th  day  of 
June,  1776,  the  following  Instructions  were  given  to  the 
Representative  of  this  Town  : 

To  Mr.  Mark  White. 

Sir  :  Our  not  being  favoured  with  the  resolution  of  the 
late  honourable  House  of  Representatives,  calling  upon  the 
several  towns  in  this  Colony  to  express  their  minds  with 
respect  to  the  important  question  of  American  Independence, 
is  the  occasion  of  our  not  expressing  our  minds  sooner;  but 
we  cheerfully  embrace  this  opportunity  to  instruct  you  on 
that  important  question.  The  subverting  our  Constitution, 
the  many  injuries  and  unheard-of  barbarities  which  these 
Colonies  have  received  from  Great  Britain,  confirm  us  in 
the  opinion  that  the  present  age  will  be  deficient  in  their 
duty  to  God,  to  their  posterity,  and  themselves,  if  they  do 
not  establish  an  American  Republick.  This  is  the  only 
form  of  Government  we  wish  to  see  established.  But  we 
mean  not  to  dictate.  We  freely  submit  this  interesting 
affair  to  the  wisdom  of  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress, who  we  trust  are  guided  and  directed  in  these  im- 
portant affairs  by  the  Supreme  Governour  of  the  world  ;  and 
we  entreat  you,  sir,  to  give  them  the  strongest  assurances 
that,  if  they  should  declare  America  to  be  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent Republick,  your  constituents  will  defend  the  mea- 
sure with  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

We  further  entreat  you  that  you  do  nothing  to  subvert 
the  laws  concerning  the  settling  and  maintaining  Gospel 
ministers ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  you  do  all  you  can  to 
uphold  them  in  their  full  power. 

BEDFORD,    MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 

At  a  general  Town-Meeting,  legally  assembled,  on  the 
17th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1776,  the  following  article  was 
considered,  and  acted  upon,  viz: 

A  resolve  of  the  late  House  of  Representatives,  passed 
May  10,  1776,  that  the  inhabitants  of  each  town  in  the 
Colony  ought,  in  full  meeting,  warned  for  that  purpose,  to 
advise  the  person  who  should  be  selected  to  represent  them 
in  the  next  General  Court,  whether,  should  the  honourable 
Congress,  for  the  safety  of  the  said  Colonies,  declare  them 
independent  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  then  vote 
that  we,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bedford,  will  so- 
lemnly engage,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  support  them 
in  the  measure. 


MURRAYFIELD,  HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

June  17,  1776. 

At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Murrayjidd,  regularly  assembled,  on  the  third  article  in 
the  warrant  with  regard  to  Independency  from  Great  Bri- 
tain : 

Voted,  (in  a  nearly  full  meeting,)  That,  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies,  and 
the  treatment  of  Great  Britain  towards  America,  we  view 
it  necessary,  and  are  willing,  to  a  man,  to  be  declared  an 
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independent  State,  whenever  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  shall  judge  best. 

LEVERETT,  HAMPSHIRE  COUNTY. 

Leverett,  June  18,  1776. 

Afreeabie  to  a  resolve  of  the  late  House  of  Representa- 
tivesr passed  May  10,  1776,  this  Town  met,  on  due  warn- 
ing, for  that  purpose;  and,  taking  into  consideration  the 
important  resolve,  viz:  Whether,  should  the  honourable 
Congress,  for  the  safety  of  the  said  Colonies,  declare  them 
independent  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  they  (the 
said  inhabitants)  will  solemnly  engage  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes  to  support  them  in  the  measure? — being  put  to 
vote,  unanimously  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

GAGEBOROUGH,   BRISTOL    COUNTY. 

June  19,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Gnge- 
horoitgh,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  June.  7,  1776,  requesting  the  several  Towns  in 
this  Colony  to  show  their  sentimenU  respecting  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  Colonies : 

Mr.  Stephen  Warren,  Moderator. 

Resolved,  nem.  con..  That,  if  the  honourable  Congress, 
agreeable  to  the  earnest  desire  of  this  Town,  for  the  safety 
of  the  Colonies,  shall  declare  them  independent  of  the  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain,  they  (the  inhabitants)  will  cheerfully, 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  support  them  in  the  measure. 

NATICK,    MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Town  of  Natick,  June  20,  1776, 
legally  warned,  in  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  the  late 
House  of  Representatives  being  laid  before  the  Town,  set- 
ting forth  their  sense  of  the  obligations  that  lie  upon  every 
town  in  this  Colony  solemnly  to  engage  to  support  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress, should  said  Congress,  for  the  safety  of  the  Colonies, 
come  into  the  measure  of  declaring  themselves  independent 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain;  it  was  unanimously 

Voted,  That,  in  consideration  of  the  many  acts  of  the 
British  Parliament,  passed  at  divers  sessions  of  the  same, 
within  about  thirteen  years  past,  relating  to  said  Colonies, 
especially  those  within  the  two  or  three  last  years,  by  which 
every  idea  of  moderation,  justice,  humanity,  and  Christianity 
are  entirely  laid  aside,  and  those  principles  and  measures 
adopted  and  pursued  which  would  disgrace  the  most  unen- 
lightened and  uncivilized  tribe  of  aboriginal  natives  in  the 
most  interior  parts  of  this  extensive  continent ;  and,  also,  in 
consequence  of  the  glaring  impropriety,  incapacity,  and  fatal 
tendency,  of  any  State  whatever,  at  the  distance  of  three 
thousand  miles,  to  legislate  for  these  Colonies,  which  at  the 
same  time  are  so  numerous,  so  knowing,  and  capable  of 
legislating ;  or  to  have  a  negative  upon  those  laws  which 
they,  in  their  respective  Assemblies,  and  by  their  united 
representation  in  General  Congress,  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
want  and  establish  for  themselves ;  and  upon  divers  other 
considerations,  which,  for  brevity's  sake,  we  omit  to  men- 
tion,— we,  the  inhabitants  o( Natick,  in  town-meeting  assem- 
bled, do  hereby  declare,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  the  afore- 
mentioned resolve,  that,  should  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  declare  these  American  Colonies  independent  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  we  will,  with  our  lives  and 
fortunes,  join  with  the  other  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  and 
with  those  of  the  other  Colonies,  in  supporting  them  in  such 
measure,  which  we  look  upon  to  be  both  important  and  ne- 
cessary, and  which,  if  we  may  be  permitted  to  suggest  our 
opinion,  the  sooner  it  is  come  into  the  fewer  difficuhies  we 
shall  have  to  contend  with,  and  the  grand  objects  of  peace, 
liberty,  and  safety,  will  be  more  likely  speedily  to  be  re- 
stored and  established  in  our  once  happy  land* 

TOPSFIELD,    ESSEX    COUNTY. 

At  a  legal  Town-meeting  held  in  Topsfield,  by  adjourn- 
ment, Jvne  21,  1776,  the  Town  voted  tlie  following  In- 
structions : 

To  Mr.  John  Gould,  Representative  of  Topsfield. 
Sir:  A  resolution  of  the  honourable  House  of  Repre- 


sentatives, calling  upon  the  several  towns  in  this  Colony  to 
express  their  minds  with  respect  to  American  independence 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  is  the  occasion  of  our 
giving  you  instructions ;  this  being  the  greatest  and  most 
important  question  that  ever  came  before  this  town.  A  few 
yeai-s  ago,  sir,  such  a  question  would  have  put  us  into  a  sur- 
prise, and,  we  apprehend,  would  have  been  treated  with  the 
utmost  contempt.  We  then  looked  on  ourselves  happy  in 
being  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  It  being  our 
forefathers'  native  country,  we  looked  up  unto  them  as  our 
parent  State ;  and  we  have  always  looked  upon  it  as  our 
duty,  as  well  as  our  interest,  to  defend  and  support  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  we  have  always 
freely  done  it,  both  with  our  lives  and  fortunes — counting 
ourselves  happy  when  in  the  strictest  union  and  connection 
with  our  parent  State.  But  the  scene  is  now  changed  ;  our 
sentiments  are  now  altered.  She  who  was  called  our  mo- 
ther country  and  parent  State,  has  now,  without  any  just 
cause,  or  injury  done  by  these  Colonies,  become  their  great- 
est enemy.  The  unprovoked  injuries  these  Colonics  have 
received  ;  the  unjustifiable  and  unconstitutional  claims  that 
have  been  made  on  the  Colonies  by  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  to  force  us,  and  take  away  our  substance  from  us, 
and  that  at  any  time,  or  for  any  use,  that  they  please,  with- 
out our  consent,  and  the  prosecuting  these  their  claims,  have 
been  cruel  and  unjust  to  the  highest  degree. 

The  whole  conduct  of  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  fallacious  conduct  of  their  Governours  appointed  and 
sent  into  these  Colonies,  are  so  well  known,  and  have  been, 
by  much  abler  hands,  set  forth  in  such  a  clear,  plain,  and 
true  light,  we  think  it  needless  to  enumerate  any  further 
particulars.  For  these  reasons,  sir,  as  well  as  many  others 
that  may  be  mentioned,  we  are  confirmed  in  the  opinion 
that  the  United  Colonies  will  be  greatly  wanting  in  their 
duty,  both  to  the  great  Governour  of  the  Universe,  to  them- 
selves, and  posterity,  if  independence  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  is  not  declared,  as  soon  as  may  be ;  these 
being  our  sentiments — but  we  would  not  be  understood  that 
we  mean  to  dictate.  Leaving  that  momentous  affair  to  the 
well-known  wisdom,  prudence,  justice,  and  integrity,  of  that 
honourable  body  the  Continental  Congress,  under  whose 
direction  it  more  immediately  belongs,  and  in  respect  to  a 
form  of  government  for  the  future,  we  take  it  that  belongs 
to  an  after  question  ;  and  we  could  wish  that  no  Court  nor 
Congress  on  this  continent  might  spend  their  time  in  de- 
bating about  forms  and  ceremonies,  equal  or  unequal  lepre- 
sentation  in  Court,  at  present.  As  innovations  are  always 
dangerous,  we  heartily  wish  that  the  ancient  rules  in  the 
Charter,  which  this  Province  has  been  so  much  contending 
for,  might  be  strictly  adhered  to,  until  such  time  as  the  whole 
of  the  people  of  this  Colony  have  liberty  to  express  their 
sentiments  in  respect  to  that  affair  as  fully  as  they  have  in 
the  case  of  independence ;  for  we  are  full  in  the  opinion 
that  the  sentiments  of  the  people  in  general  are  never  fully 
collected  by  the  vote  or  opinion  of  a  few  persons  met  to- 
gether, appointed,  when  they  descend  into  matters  of  great 
importance  that  are  wholly  new,  especially  when  the  whole 
of  the  people  are  concerned  therein. 

Having  thus  freely  spoken  our  sentiments  in  respect  to  in- 
dependence, &.C.,  we  now  instruct  you,  sir,  to  give  the  ho- 
nourable the  Continental  Congress  the  strongest  assurance 
that  if,  for  the  safety  of  the  United  Colonies,  they  shall  de- 
clare America  to  be  independent  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  your  constituents  will  support  and  defend  the  mea- 
sure with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power. 

SOUTHAMPTON,    HAMPSHIRE    COUNTY. 

At  a  full  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Southampton,  met 
at  their  Meeting-House,  on  Friday,  June  21,  1776,  respect- 
ing being  independent  of  Great  Britain,  it  was  as  follows 
unanimously 

Voted,  That  if  the  honourable  Congress  should,  for  the 
safety  of  the  said  Colonies,  declare  them  independent  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  we  (the  inhabitants)  will  en- 
gage with  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  support  them  in  the 
measure. 

NORTHBKIDGE,    WORCESTER    COUNTY. 

At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  o{  JSorthbridge,  held 
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June  25,  1776,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  support  the 
Continental  Congress  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  if  they 
should  declare  the  United  Colonies  independent  of  Great 
Britain. 


WILLIAMSTOWN,    BERKSHIRE    COUNTY. 

June  24,  1776. 

At  a  legal  Town-meeting  of  this  town,  held  on  this  day, 
for  the  following  purposes,  the  following  motion  was  made 
and  put  to  vote,  viz  :  Whether,  should  the  honourable  Con- 
gress, for  the  safety  of  the  Colonies,  declare  them  indepen- 
dent of  Great  Britain,  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  will 
solemnly  engage  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  support 
them  in  the  measure? 

Passed  in  the  affirmative,  nem.  con. 


BARNSTABLE,  BARNSTABLE  COUNTY. 

At  a  Town-meeting  held  at  Barnstable,  June  25,  1776: 
The  question  being  put,  agreeaile  to  the  Resolve  of  the 
General  Court,  Whether,  if  the  Continental  Congress  should 
judge  expedient  to  declare  the  United  Colonies  independent, 
they,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Barnstable  would  sup- 
port the  measure  at  the  hazard  of  life  and  estate  ?  It  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Upon  which  a  number  of  respectable  inhabitants,  whose 
names  are  underwritten,  judging  such  a  procedure  would 
have  a  tendency  to  disunite  the  Colonies,  and  to  injure  the 
cause  of  their  country,  did  at  said  meeting  publickly  protest 
against  it,  hoping  thereby  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  ac- 
quiescence in  so  dishonourable  a  measure. 

Joseph  Otis,  Freeman  Parker, 

Thomas  Annable,        B.  Baker, 
Benjamin  Smith,  Nathan  Bassett, 

Zaccheus  Howland,  David  Smith, 
Ebenezer  Lothrop,    Job  Howland, 
Joseph  Jenkins,  James  Davis, 

Joseph  Smith,  Nathaniel  Howland. 

John  Crocker,  Jr., 

Barnstable,  June  26,  1776. 

We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Barn- 
stable, protest  against  the  proceedings  of  said  town,  at  their 
meeting  held  on  Tuesday,  25th  of  June  instant,  respecting 
the  giving  their  Representative  instructions  with  regard  to 
the  independency  of  the  Colonies,  as  it  was  recommended 
to  the  several  towns  in  this  Colony,  by  way  of  resolve, 
from  the  honourable  House  of  Representatives ;  and  as  a 
vote  was  put  in  said  meeting  to  know  whether  the  town 
would  proceed  to  give  any  instructions  to  their  Representa- 
tives, agreeable  to  the  aforesaid  recommendation ;  which  was 
carried  in  the  negative. 

And  judging  it  to  be  our  duty  to  protest  against  said  vote, 
we  do  it  for  the  following  reason :  We  think  such  a  mea- 
sure as  proposed  in  said  resolve  to  be  the  most  salutary 
that  can  be  gone  into  for  the  safety  and  well-being  of  the 
Colonies,  under  our  present  oppressed  situation.  And  as 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  individual  to  give  his  voice  in  favour 
of  the  aforesaid  recommendation,  in  case  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress  see  cause  to  declare  these  Colonies 
entirely  independent,  we  are  ready  and  willing  to  stand  by 
such  a  declaration  (if  it  should  take  place)  to  (he  utmost 
of  our  power,  with  our  lives  and  estates ;  and  being  very 
unwilling  that  the  aforesaid  vote  should  be  passed  over  in 
silence,  for  fear  of  offending  our  own  consciences,  in  being 
thought  to  acquiesce  in  so  strange  a  vote  of  the  town ,  and 
of  offending  our  countrymen  and  brethren  in  other  towns 
who  may  go  into  contrary  measures,  entirely  abhorring  any 
principles  but  what  are  for  the  good  of  the  United  Colonies 
of  America,  and  detesting  those  arguments  brought  by  some 
men  in  said  meeting  to  dissuade  the  people  from  complying 
with  said  recommendation,  we  take  this  method  of  letting 
the  publick  know  our  dissent  from  the  aforesaid  proceedings 
of  the  town,  having  no  other  way  to  make  our  sentiments 
known.  We  request  that  this  Protest  may  be  entered  in 
the  Town-book,  to  let  posterity  know  that  there  were  a  few 
in  this  town  who  dared  to  stand  forth  in  favour  of  an  in- 
jured and  oppressed  country,  treated  with  every  species  of 
wickedness  used  by  tyranny  to  enslave  mankind  ;  and  it  is 
a  matter  of  great  grief  to  us  that  the  cause  of  liberty  is 


treated  with  such  indignity  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 

the  Town  of  Barnstable. 

Joseph  Otis,  Nathaniel  Howland, 

Thomas  Annable,       Ebenezer  Lothrop, 
Benjamin  Smith,         Binney  Baker, 
Zaccheus  Howland,  Jonathan  Hallet, 
Joseph  Jenkins,  Cornelius  Lovell, 

Joseph  Smith,  Seth  Lothrop, 

Freeman  Parker,       Benoni  Crocker, 
John  Crocker,  Jr., 
Nathan  Bassett, 
David  Smith, 
Job  Howland, 
James  Davis, 


John  Blish, 
Edmund  Hawes, 
John  Russel, 
Charles  Conant. 


STURBRIDGE,    WORCESTER    COUNTY. 

At  a  Town-meeting  in  Sturbridge,  June  27, 1776,  being 
duly  warned  for  the  purpose  aftermentioned,  after  some 
debate  on  the  matter  respecting  independence,  it  was  put 
to  vote.  Whether,  should  the  honourable  Congress,  for  the 
safety  of  these  Colonies,  declare  them  independent  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  they,  the  said  inhabitants  of 
Sturbridge,  will  solemnly  engage,  with  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes, to  support  them  in  the  measure  ? 

Passed  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 

FITCHBURGH,    WORCESTER   COUNTY. 

July  1,  1776. 

Voted,  That  if  the  honourable  Continental  Congress 
should,  for  the  safety  of  these  United  Colonies,  declare  them 
independent  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  that  we,  the 
inhabitants  of  said  town,  will,  so  far  as  we  are  able,  support 
them  in  the  measure  with  our  lives  and  fortunes. 

ASHBT,   MIDDLESEX    COUNTY, 

July  1,  1776. 
Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  late  honourable  House  of 
Representatives,  passed  on  the  10th  of  May  last,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  town  being  assembled  for  that  purpose,  on  the 
1st  day  of  July  instant,  and  unanimously  voted  as  follows, 
viz :  That  should  the  honourable  Congress,  for  the  safety  of 
the  Colonies,  declare  them  independent  of  Great  Britain, 
the  inhabitants  of  Ashby  will  solemnly  engage  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes  to  support  them  in  the  measure. 

GREENWICH,    HAMPSHIRE    COUNTY. 

At  a  legal  Town-meeting,  held  at  the  Publick  House, 
Greenwich,  on  Monday,  the  1st  day  of  July,  1776,  at  three 
of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  first  voted  and  chose  Mr.  Ne- 
hemiah  Stebbins  Moderator. 

2d.  Voted  for  independence  on  Great  Britain  if  the  hon- 
ourable American  Congress  thinks  fit,  and  most  for  the  in- 
terest and  safety  of  the  Colonies ;  it  being  a  unanimous  vote, 
not  one  dissenting. 

WINCHENDON,   WORCESTER   COUNTY. 

At  a  general  Town-meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other 
inhabitants  of  Winchendon,  qualified  to  vote  in  the  choice  of 
a  Representative,  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1776 ;  whereas 
this  Town  has  been  called  upon  by  the  honourable  House 
of  Representatives  of  this  Colony  to  signify  their  minds  in 
regard  to  American  Independence,  being  fully  sensible  of 
the  cruel  and  oppressive  measures  which  are  pursued  by  the 
King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  in  order  to  enslave 
these  Colonies,  and  consequently  the  difficulty  that  will  at- 
tend our  being  ever  again  united  with  Great  Britain ; 

Therefore,  unanimously  Resolved,  That  if  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress  should  think  best,  for  the  safety  of  the 
Colonies,  to  declare  them  independent  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  that  we  will,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
support  them  in  the  measure. 

EASTHAM,    BARNSTABLE    COUNTY. 

Voted  to  instruct  our  Representative  to  use  his  influence 
that  the  Continental  Congress  do  declare  the  United  Colo- 
nies independent  of  Great  Britain,  if  they  think  proper  and 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Colonies ;  that  we  will  support  the 
cause  with  our  lives  and  fortunes. 
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GENERAL  HOVVt  TO  LORD  GEORGE  GERMAINE. 

Halifax,  June  4,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  The  mercantile  goods  at  Boston,  liaving 
attracted  your  Lordship's  regard  as  well  as  that  of  Lord 
Dartmouth,  1  took  such  measures  as  were  most  advisable  to 
answer  the  purposes  required,  which  will  appear  from  the 
enclosed  detail  of  what  has  been  done ;  and  although  the 
design  lias  been  mostly  frustrated  by  the  loss  of  the  principal 
ship,  yet  to  set  this  matter  in  a  clear  light,  and  to  lodge,  as  it 
were,  a  record  of  tlie  transaction,  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  your 
Ix»rdship  with  the  particulars  relative  to  it;  the  main  object 
being  to  deprive  the  Rebels  of  what  tliey  stood  most  in  need ; 
the  goods  in  possession  will  remain  in  store  at  Halifax. 

It  is  found  that  the  regiment  projexjted  by  Governour 
Legge,  to  be  raised  within  the  Province  of  Nova-Scotia, 
cannot  be  completed ;  and  to  relieve  Government  from  un- 
necessary expense,  I  have  taken  tiie  liberty  to  put  this  corps 
into  a  different  form  after  the  24th  instant,  leaving  an  open- 
ing for  all  concerned  to  entitle  themselves  to  their  present 
appointments  by  success  in  recruiting. 

This  regulation  is  enclosed  for  your  Lordship's  approba- 
tion;andlam,&c.,  William  Howe. 

To  Lord  George  Germaine. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  COMMITTEE  OF  OBSER- 
VATION FOR  CALVERT  COUNTY. 

[No.  I.3.]  Annapolis,  June  i,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Captain  Beall  has  complained  that  he  hath 
not  sufficient  houseroom  for  the  half  company  stationed  at 
Drum  Point,  and  has  requested  something  may  be  done. 
We  therefore  desire  you  would  make  inquiry  into  the  affair, 
and  if  there  are  not  houses  sufficient,  we  would  have  you 
cause  barracks  to  be  erected,  so  that  the  men  may  be  lodged 
without  inconvenience  to  their  Captain  and  themselves. 
We  are,  &;c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Calvert  Countyl 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    THE    CONVENTION    OF    NEW- 
HAMPSHIRE. 

Philadelphia,  June  4,  1 776. 

Gentlemen  :  Our  affairs  are  hastening  fast  to  a  crisis ; 
and  the  approaching  campaign  will,  in  all  probability,  de- 
termine forever  the  fate  of  America. 

Such  is  the  unrelenting  spirit  which  possesses  the  tyrant 
of  Britain  and  his  Parliament,  that  they  have  left  no  mea- 
sure unessayed  that  had  a  tendency  to  accomplish  our  de- 
struction. Not  satisfied  with  having  lined  our  coasts  with 
ships  of  war,  to  starve  us  into  a  surrender  of  our  liberties, 
and  to  prevent  us  from  being  supplied  with  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, they  are  now  about  to  pour  in  a  number  of  foreign 
troops,  who,  from  their  want  of  connections  and  those  feel- 
ings of  sympathy  which  frequently  bind  together  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  same  empire,  will  be  more  likely  to  do  the 
business  of  their  masters  without  remorse  or  compunction. 

By  the  best  intelligence  from  Canada,  it  appears  that  our 
afKiirs  in  that  quarter  wear  a  melancholy  aspect.  Should 
the  Canadians  and  Indians  take  up  arms  against  us,  (which 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear,)  we  siiall  then  have  the 
whole  force  of  that  country  to  contend  with,  joined  to  that 
of  Great  Britain,  and  all  her  foreign  auxiliaries.  In  this 
situation,  what  steps  must  we  pursue?  Our  Continental 
troops  alone  are  unable  to  stem  the  torrent ;  nor  is  it  pos- 
sible at  this  day  to  raise  and  discipline  men  ready  to  take 
the  field  by  the  time  they  will  be  wanted. 

From  the  secrecy  with  which  the  Ministry  carry  on  their 
machinations,  we  neither  know  their  views,  or  how  near 
our  enemies  may  be.  Perhaps  at  this  moment  they  are 
landing  on  some  part  of  our  country.  In  this  difficult  and 
trying  situation  of  our  affairs,  fhe  Congress  have  come  to  the 
enclosed  resolves,  which  I  have  it  in  command  to  transmit 
you  by  express,  containing  matters  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance, and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  request  your  attention. 
You  will  there  find  the  Congress  have  judged  it  necessary 
to  call  upon  the  Militia  at  this  alarming  crisis. 

Should  the  United  Colonies  be  able  to  keep  their  ground 
this  campaign,  I  am  under  no  apprehensions  on  account  of 
any  future  one.  We  have  many  disadvantages  at  present 
to  struggle  with,  which  time  and  progress  in  the  art  of  war 


will  remove.  But  this  circumstance  should  rouse  us  to 
superior  exertions  on  the  occasion.  The  Militia  of  the 
United  Colonies  are  a  body  of  troops  that  may  be  depend- 
ed upon.  To  their  virtue,  their  Delegates  in  Congress  now 
make  the  most  solemn  appeal.  They  are  called  upon  to  say 
whether  they  will  live  slaves,  or  die  freemen.  They  are  re- 
quested to  step  forth  in  defence  of  their  wives,  their  ciiildren, 
their  liberty,  and  everyliiing  tliey  hold  dear.  The  cause 
is  certainly  a  most  glorious  one,  and  I  trust  every  man  in 
the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire  is  determined  to  see  it  glo- 
riously ended,  or  perish  in  the  ruins  of  it.  In  short,  on  your 
exertions  at  this  critical  period,  together  with  those  of  the 
other  Colonies  in  the  common  cause,  the  salvation  oi  Ame- 
rica now  evidently  depends. 

Your  Colony,  I  am  persuaded,  will  not  be  behindhand. 
Exert,  therefore,  every  nerve  to  distinguish  yourselves. 
Quicken  your  preparations,  and  stimulate  the  good  people 
of  your  Government,  and  there  is  no  danger,  notwithstand- 
ing the  mighty  armament  with  which  we  are  threatened, 
but  you  will  be  able  to  lead  them  to  victory,  to  liberty,  and 
to  happiness. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 

and  very  humble  servant,        ,         xt  r.      •  j    . 

•'  John  Hancock,  rresident. 

To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  New-Hampshire. 

[The  same  to  the  Honourable  Assembly  o(  MassachuietU-Bay,  to 
the  Honourable  Governour  Trumbull,  to  the  Honourable  Convention  of 
JVeio-York,  to  the  Honourable  Convention  of  JVuvi-Jeraei),  io  the  Ho- 
nourable Assembly  of  the  Government  ofJ^ew-Caatle,  Kent,  and  Sussex, 
on  Delaivarc,  and  to  the  Honourable  Convention  oi  Maryland.^ 


president    of    congress   to    PENNSYLVANIA    ASSEMBLY. 

Philadelphia,  June  4,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  By  the  resolves  sent  herewith,  which  I  do 
myself  the  honour  of  enclosing,  in  obedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  Congress,  you  will  perceive  they  have  judged  it 
necessary  to  call  upon  the  Militia  at  this  alarming  crisis. 

We  have  too  much  reason  to  believe  the  whole  force  of 
Great  Britain,  aided  by  foreign  auxiliaries,  will  be  exerted 
against  us  the  ensuing  campaign.  In  this  case  the  Continen- 
tal troops  dispersed  through  such  a  number  of  Colonies  . 
will  be  totally  inadequate  to  our  defence ;  nor  is  it  possible 
at  this  day  to  raise  and  discipline  troops  ready  to  take  the 
field  by  the  time  they  will  be  wanted. 

Our  country,  however,  is  not  destitute  of  resources.  The 
Militia  of  the  United  Colonies  are  a  body  of  troops  that  may 
be  depended  upon.  To  their  virtue,  their  Delegates  in 
Congress  now  make  the  most  solemn  appeal.  They  are 
called  upon  to  say  whether  they  will  live  slaves,  or  die  free- 
men. They  are  requested  to  step  forth  in  defence  of  their 
wives,  their  children,  their  liberty,  and  everything  they  hold 
dear.  The  cause  is  certainly  a  most  glorious  one,  and  1 
hope  every  man  in  the  CoXony  oi Pennsylvania  is  determin- 
ed to  see  it  gloriously  ended,  or  to  perish  in  the  ruins  of  it. 
In  short,  on  your  exertions  at  this  critical  period,  together 
with  those  of  the  other  Colonies,  the  salvation  oi  America 
now  evidendy  depends.  I  shall  only  add,  that  from  your 
zeal  and  ardour  in  the  American  cause,  I  have  the  greatest 
reason  to  hope  you  will  pay  that  immediate  attention  to  the 
enclosed  resolves,  which  your  own  situation  in  particular 
and  the  publick  good  so  evidently  require. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant,        »         ,t  t>      ■  i    . 

•'  '       John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE     DELEGATES     IN     CONGRESS    TO    MESHECH 
WEARE. 

Philadelphia,  June  4,  1776. 

Sir:  We  wrote  you  the  28th  ultimo,  since  which  Con- 
gress have  resolved  to  send  a  further  reinforcement  into 
Canada.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  including  officers, 
will  be  required  of  our  Colony  to  serve  as  Militia  until  the 
1st  of  December,  the  officers  to  be  commissioned  by  the 
Colony.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  our  posts  should  be  sup- 
ported in  that  country,  lor  should  the  enemy  get  possession, 
we  should  certainly  have  a  long  and  troublesome  war  on 
our  hands ;  but  if  we  are  successful,  which  by  proper  exer- 
tions and  Divine  assistance  there  is  no  doubt  of,  this  cam- 
paign will  place  us  out  of  the  reach  of  their  malice.  You 
will  receive  the  resolution  respect'mg  this  remforceraent  from 
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the  President.  The  money  mentioned  in  our  last  is  not 
yet  gone  forward,  not  having  had  an  opportunity,  but  to 
leave  in  a  few  days. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

William  Whipple. 
JosiAH  Bartlett. 
To  Meshech  Weare,  Esq. 


GKNKRAL    WASHINGTON   TO    COLONEL    MACINTOSH. 

Philadelphia,  June  4,  1776. 

Sir:  1  received  your  favour  of  1 6th  Febrtmry  by  yester- 
day's post,  with  its  enclosure,  for  which,  and  the  informa- 
tion respecting  the  state  of  your  Province,  I  return  you  my 
thanks.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  for  the  difficulties  you  have 
had  to  encounter,  and  that  they  are  not  yet  all  at  an  end  ; 
but  I  am  hopeful  by  your  perseverance  and  activity  they 
will  be  surmounted,  and  that  things  will  assume  a  more 
pleasing  appearance. 

Being  far  removed  from  the  department  you  are  in,  it  will 
be  impossible  for  me  to  know  or  transmit  the  orders  neces- 
sary for  regulating  your  battalion ;  I  must  therefore  refer 
you  to  Major-General  Lee,  who  has  been  appointed  to  com- 
mand in  the  Southern  District,  and  to  Brigadier-General 
Armstrong,  in  South- Carolina,  who  are  more  immediately 
over  you.  They  will  give  you  from  time  to  time  such  in- 
structions as  appear  to  them  proper  and  likely  to  advance 
the  publick  good,  which  you  must  make  the  rule  of  your 
conduct.  You  will  be  particular  and  punctual  in  making 
your  returns  to  these  gentlemen,  who  will  forward  them  to 
me.  And  trusting  that  everything  in  your  power  will  be  done 
to  promote  the  common  cause  and  interest  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies, I  am,  sir,  &c.,  --,  ,,, 

Lteorge  Washington. 

To  Colonel  Lachlan  Macintosh,  Savannah,  Georgia. 


colonel    TUPPER    to    general    WASHINGTON. 

Sloop  Hester,  June  4,  1776. 

Sir:  There  were  two  ships  arrived  within  the  Hook  yes- 
terday. There  is  now  at  the  Hook  eight  sail  of  square- 
rigged  vessels,  and  five  small  craft,  besides  the  Asia  and 
her  small  tender.  It  is  thought  (but  we  cannot  certainly 
determine)  that  three  of  the  vessels  which  lately  arrived  are 
the  Boebuck,  the  Mercury,  and  the  Liverpool.  Yesterday 
morning  three  men  made  their  escape  from  the  piratical 
fleet,  by  the  way  of  the  Hook  to  Middletown.  Immediately 
upon  hearing  of  it  yesterday,  I  sent  an  express  for  the  men, 
that  I  might  send  them  to  Head-Quarters,  to  be  examined  ; 
but  the  people  had  stupidly  let  them  pass  toward  Philadel- 
phia, without  asking  them  scarcely  a  question.  However, 
thus  much  the  officer  which  I  sent  picked  up,  that  provision 
was  very  short  on  board  the  fleet,  and  that  they  were  reduced 
to  half  allowance.  May  God  increase  their  wants.  Nothino- 
extraordinary  has  happened,  or  has  been  discovered. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  and  most  humble 

'  Benjamin  Tupper,  Lieutenant- Colonel. 

To  His  Excellency  General  fVashington. 


colonel  tupper  to  general  WASHINGTON. 

Sloop  Hester,  June  4,  1776—6  o'clock  P.  M. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  is  the  original,  which  I  have  just  re- 
ceived, and  thought  proper  to  send  it  by  express,  by  land. 
It  is  most  likely  that  the  Indian  ship  and  sloop  mentioned 
will  sail  out  under  convoy  of  said  Mercury.  1  shall  send 
to  the  armed  vessels  on  the  south  side  of  Lons-lsland  to 
look  out  and  do  the  best  they  can.  However,  if  it  should 
please  your  Excellency  to  send  an  express  to  Admiral  Hop- 
kins, and  he  should  think  proper  to  waylay  them  off  Nan- 
tucket- Shoals,  1  trust  he  might  meet  with  success. 

Three  men  more  last  night  deserted  from  the  Lively  man- 
of-war,  which  is  directly  from  Halifax,  but  the  stupid  souls 
at  Middlttotvn  have  not  yet  sent  them  up. 

N.  B.  It  is  not  likely  said  vessels  will  sail  quite  so  s(X)n  as 

the  deserters  informed.    I  shall  keep  a  good  look-out ;  while 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  r>  it> 

Uenjamin  1  upper, 

Col.  of '21st  Reg't,  and  Commander  at  Amhoy. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


A.    B.    LIVINGSTON    TO    NEW-TORK    CONGRESS. 

Calenda,  Long-Island,  June  4,  1770. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  discovered  a  criminal  correspondence 
with  a  person  on  board  the  Dutchess-of  Gordon.  One  Mi-s. 
Hatch,  formerly  the  Governour's  housekce])er,  is  a  person 
who  has  a  princijial  agency  in  (his  affair.  She  resides  in 
Neiv-  York.  It  is  thought  necessary  that  she  should  be  se- 
cured until  morning,  when  1  will  go  to  New-York,  and  re- 
late the  whole  affair.  One  Mrs.  Hill,  whose  husband  is  on 
board  the  Dutchess,  resides  near  me,  and  is  also  a  principal 
in  this  villany.  General  Greene  will  immediately  take  the 
necessary  measures  respecting  the  latter. 

I  send  this  in  a  great  hurry,  to  prevent  the  parties  giving 
each  other  intelligence.     I  am  yours,  affectionately, 

A.  B.  Livingston. 
To  Colonel  McDougall. 


MEETING  OF  committees  OF  BROOKHAVEN,  ETC.,  SUFFOLK 
COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Brookhaven, 
Manor  of  St.  George's,  and  Patentship  of  Meritches,  assem- 
bled in  a  full  meeting,  on  the  4th  of  June,  A.  D.  1776: 

Captain  Jonathan  Baker  and  Stephen  Fountain  being 
brought  before  the  Committee,  and  a  great  number  of  evi- 
dences being  sworn  and  examined  and  cross-examined ;  and 
at  the  close  of  a  fair  trial,  they  stand  charged  by  the  state 
of  the  evidence  against  them  of  being  enemies  to  their 
country,  and,  as  such,  had  taken  up  arms  and  held  corres- 
pondence with  our  enemies  on  board  the  Ministerial  ships 
of  war,  and  had  very  much  promoted  discord  among  the 
inhabitants,  and  had  seduced  many  to  forsake  the  cause  of 
their  country ;  and  had  been,  with  many  others,  on  board  of 
the  vessel  of  Nathan  Gyer,  which  they  had  procured  for 
the  purpose  of  going  on  board  the  Ministerial  ships  of  war, 
from  on  board  which  vessel,  while  on  their  passage,  they 
had  fled  on  shore,  while  she  was  pursued ;  and  that  they 
were  taken  while  they  were  privately  lurking  in  secret  places 
on  shore,  after  said  vessel,  with  their  guns,  &;c.,  on  board, 
had  been  taken  by  Continental  troops  in  the  South  Bay,  off 
against  Hempstead,  and  since  condemned  as  a  prize. 

The  foregoing  is  extracted  from  the  Minutes  by  me, 
Ebenezer  Dayton,  Clerk  of  said  Committee. 
To  the  Committee  of  New-Haven,  for  their  information. 

Suffolk  County  and  Province  0/ New-York,  to  William 
Clark,  Lieutenant  of  the  Minute  Company  in  Brook- 
haven  : 

You  are  hereby  required,  by  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Brookhaven,  Manor  of  St.  George's  and  the  Patentship  of 
Meritches,  to  take  with  you  what  assistance  you  see  proper, 
and  safely  convey  the  bodies  of  Jonathan  Baker  and  Stephen 
Fountain,  and  them  deliver  into  the  care  of  the  Committee 
of  New-Haven,  as  persons  that  have  acted  initnical  to  the 
liberties  of  America  in  a  most  glaring  manner,  and  ought  to 
be  taken  strict  care  of;  but  in  case  they  should  not  be  receiv- 
ed by  the  Committee  in  New-Haven,  then  you  are  in  such 
case  to  deliver  the  above  persons  to  the  Provincial  Congress 
or  Committee  of  Safety  in  New-  York. 

Signed  by  order  of  Committee : 

JosiAH  Smith,  P.  T. 
Brookhaven,  June  4,  1776. 


INDIAN    CHIEFS    TO    HENRY   WISNEH. 

Onenhoghkwage,  June  4,  1776. 

Brother  :  We  received  your  letter  with  joy,  wherein  you 
manifest  your  great  satisfaction  with  our  disposition  to  lie 
still  and  bear  no  part  in  your  disputes.  This  is  our  deter- 
mination. We  are  concerned  for  your  welfare,  and  lament 
your  distressed  circumstances. 

We  return  you  thanks  that,  in  the  midst  of  your  troubles, 
you  remember  us  still,  and  are  devising  means  to  supply 
our  wants,  both  of  powder  and  goods.  We  thank  you  for 
the  sample  of  powder  you  sent  us.  We  judge  the  powder 
is  good.  You  inform  us  that  you  have  erected  powder 
works,  and  that  you  hope  shortly  to  be  able  to  supply  us. 
We  wisli  you  success,  and  bid  you  welcome  to  trade  with 
us,  both  in  powder  and  goods.  We  hope  you  will  bring  us 
powder,  lead,  and  flints,  as  soon  as  you  can ;  for  if  we  don't 
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find  these  we  shall  not  have  any  skins  to  buy  goods  with  in 
the  fall. 

We  use  freedom,  Brother,  to  open  our  minds  to  you,  as 
you  are  one  of  the  members  of  the  Congress  at  York.  We 
have  been  told  by  our  brothers  this  long  time  that  we  sliould 
soon  have  powder  plenty,  for  they  are  making  it  everywhere. 
We  have  long  waited  and  don't  find  it  plenty  yet,  for  they 
carry  it  ail  away  for  the  use  of  tlie  Army.  We  hope  by 
this  time  there  can  be  a  place  appointed  where  we  may  re- 
ceive powder ;  for  those  who  are  on  the  contrary  part  tell 
us  that  we  shall  be  more  distressed  and  brought  to  greater 
straits ;  but  we  have  hopes  that  you  will  be  able  to  disap- 
point them  by  giving  us  a  speedy  supply. 

Please  to  accept  of  our  compliments,  for  that  is  all  we  are 
able  to  present  you.  These  from  your  brothers  of  Onen- 
hoghkwage  and  Tuscarora. 

Adam,  "^ 

^^^^«'  I  Chiefs. 

Petres,        I         '' 

Hendrick,  J 

Seth,  Tuscarora  Chief. 

To  Henry  Wisner,  Esq. 


RICHARD    VARICK   TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  June  4,  1776. 

Mat  it  please  your  Excellency  :  Agreeable  to  Gen- 
eral Schuyler's  orders,  I  send  down  the  bearer,  Captain  God- 
win, of  the  Royal  Artillery,  made  prisoner  at  Chamhly.  He 
has  a  permit  on  parole  to  join  the  prisoners  of  that  garrison 
now  in  Trenton,  or  some  other  part  of  New- Jersey,  and  is 
directed  to  wait  on  your  Excellency  for  directions  in  his 
route  to  New-Jersey.  His  deportment  while  a  prisoner  has 
been  unexceptionable,  and  it  is  of  his  own  choice  that  he  is 
sent  to  New-Jersey. 

I  am,  with  due  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  setTant,  j^^^^^^^  y^^^_ 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


general    SCHtJYLER  TO   GENERAL   THOMAS. 

Ticonderoga,  June  4,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  You  will,  before  this  reaches  you,  have  re- 
ceived the  resolutions  of  Congress,  which  I  transmitted  you 
by  Captain  Hicks ;  and  although  I  make  no  doubt  but  that, 
agreeable  to  this  order,  every  foot  of  ground  will  be  disputed 
with  the  enemy,  yet  as  you  may  be  under  the  necessity  of 
retreating,  I  wish  you  to  take  measures  for  bringing  away 
from  Montreal  all  the  goods  you  possibly  can,  and  especial- 
ly all  the  nails,  giving  a  receipt  therefor,  and  pledging  the 
faith  of  the  Colonies  for  the  payment.  I  am  informed  that 
it  has  been  recommended  by  the  honourable  Commissioners 
of  Congress  to  seize  and  send  into  the  Colonies  all  such 
persons  as  have  been  notoriously  disaffected  to  them ;  a 
measure  which  appears  to  me  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  such  of  our  friends  as  are  or  may  fall  into 
the  enemy's  hands  in  the  course  of  this  contest. 

I  was  in  hopes  that  flour  would  have  been  procured  in 
Canada  in  sufficient  quantities  for  the  Army ;  but  learning 
from  officers  that  came  down,  that  you  were  in  great  dis- 
tress for  want  of  that  article,  I  immediately  ordered  a  quan- 
tity from  Albany.  Upwards  of  a  hundred  barrels  leave  this 
day,  and  you  will  henceforth  have  a  daily  supply ;  but  as 
the  garrison  here  is  too  weak  to  keep  up  the  communication, 
you  must  send  up  as  many  batteaus  as  you  possibly  can. 

Please  to  send  all  the  prisoners  that  are  in  Canada,  either 
upon  their  parole  or  otherwise,  to  this  place,  to  be  forwarded 
to  Albany. 

The  very  heavy  expense,  as  well  as  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing provisions  for  your  Army,  should  induce  the  greatest 
care  of  that  important  article.  1  have  issued  orders  of  the 
26th  February,  which,  if  strictly  complied  with,  will  have 
the  most  salutary  consequences.  Please  to  issue  them.  I 
have  no  copy  with  me,  but  Mr.  Swart  has,  of  whom  you 
can  get  them. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 

To  General  Thomas,  or  Officer  commanding  the  Army  in 
Canada. 


MEETING  OF   COMMITTEES   OF  DUNSTABLE,  ETC.,  MIDDLESEX 
COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Comi)laints  were  exhibited  to  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence for  the  Town  of  fVestford,  in  May,  1775,  com- 
plaining of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hall,  of  Westford,  that  he  had 
acted  an  unfriendly  part  to  his  country.  The  Committee 
attended  the  complaints,  and  examined  the  evidences  on 
which  they  were  grounded,  on  the  22d  of  said  May;  and  it 
appeared  to  the  Committee,  after  examination,  that  said  Mr. 
Hall  had  acted  unfriendly  to  his  country.  And  although 
Mr.  Hall  was  present  at  the  examination,  he  made  no  re- 
traction, nor  gave  satisfaction  to  the  Committee ;  therefore 
the  Committee  thought  proper  to  limit  IMr.  Hall  to  his  house 
and  land  till  the  then  next  town-meeting,  (which  was  soon 
after,)  referring  the  affair  for  the  town  to  act  as  they  should 
think  proper.  The  town,  after  hearing  the  complaints  and 
depositions  thereon,  judged  that  Mr.  Hall's  conduct  had 
been  inimical  to  his  country ;  and,  as  he  refused  to  give  sa- 
tisfaction, they  thought  he  ought  to  be  treated  accordingly, 
and  so  voted  fully  that  he  should  be  laid  under  some  re- 
straint ;  since  which  it  appears  that  the  town  has  been 
blamed,  especially  by  some  of  the  reverend  clergy,  of  acting 
too  partially  towards  their  pastor,  &;c. 

Therefore,  to  remove  such  like  objections,  die  town  voted 
to  call  in  some  of  the  neighbouring  towns'  Committees,  to 
examine  the  said  affair,  who  accordingly  attended  thereto, 
and  produced  the  following  result : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committees  of  Correspondence,  In- 
spection, and  Safety,  of  the  Towns  oi  Dunstable,  Littleton, 
Westford,  and  Acton,  at  Westford,  agreeably  to  a  vote  of 
the  Town  of  Westford,  passed  the  20th  of  May,  1776 : 
Being  convened,  resolved  themselves  into  one  Joint  Com- 
mittee, and  passed  the  following  votes,  viz : 

1.  Voted,  and  chose  Major  Ebenezer  Bancroft  Chairman. 

2.  Voted,  and  chose  Joseph  Jewctt  Clerk. 
Complaint  being  exhibited  against  the  Rev.  Mr.  Willard 

Hall,  as  being  inimical  to  the  rights  of  his  country ;  and 
having  heard  and  attentively  examined  the  evidences,  Mr. 
Hall  having  been  notified,  attended  ;  after  debate  had  there- 
on, the  question  being  put,  whether  Mr.  Hall  be  acquitted 
of  the  charge?     It  passed  in  the  negative,  nem.  con. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Willard  Hall  hath, 
in  divers  instances,  shown  himself  unfriendly  to  the  cause  of 
the  United  American  Colonies. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Ebenezer  Bancroft,  Chairman. 
Attest :       Joseph  Jewett,  Clerk. 

Westford,  June  4,  1776. 


JAMES    SULLIVAN    TO    JAMES    WARREN. 

Biddeford,  June  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  Since  I  have  left  the  Court  I  have  recollected  that 
there  is  no  Truckmaster  at  Penobscot  to  supply  the  Indians 
on  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  the  St.  Johns  tribe.  When 
their  Chiefs  were  up  in  the  last  summer,  they  informed 
the  Court  that  they  had  six  hundred  fighting  inen.  Brig- 
adier Preble  was  appointed  the  Truckmaster  for  them,  but 
believe  he  never  accepted  the  office.  One  Lowder  was 
nominated  by  the  Indians,  but  nothing  has  been  done.  As 
the  country  of  these  Indians  is  within  Nova-Scotia,  and 
contiguous  to  Halifax,  there  is  great  danger  of  their  being 
enticed  to  take  part  with  the  more  savage  British  troops  ;  in 
which  case  our  settlements  in  Machias,  &tc.,  will  be  broken 
up,  and  a  very  great  number  of  persons  will  become  a  pub- 
lick  charge.  As  the  Indians  are  ready  to  pay  for  all  their 
supplies  in  furs,  and  as  the  present  is  the  time  for  bringing 
the  same  in,  I  think  that  this  matter  deserves  immediate  at- 
tention. You  will  therefore  be  kind  enough  to  mention  it 
to  the  House. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  humble 

servant,  t  ^ 

'  James  Sullivan. 

To  the  Hon.  James  Warren,  Esq. 


extract  of  a  letter  from  VIRGINIA,  DATED  JUNE  5,  1776. 

Our  last  accounts  from  Cape-Fear  are,  that  Cornwallis 
was  arrived,  with  seven  regiments,  supposed  to  be  about 
three  thousand  men ;  that  he,  with  Clinton  and  nine  hun- 
dred men,  landed  with  a  view  to  surprise  an  officer  and 
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ninety  men  stationed  at  a  mill  near  Brigadier  Howe's  plan- 
tation. However,  they  'oravely  attacked,  in  iiis  liouse,  three 
old  women,  shot  one  through  the  hip,  pierced  another  with 
a  bayonet,  beat  out  the  teeth  of  the  third,  and  then  burnt 
the  house.  In  their  approach  to  the  mill,  they  had  to  en- 
counter a  formidable  body,  consisting  of  a  sentinel  and  three 
men,  who,  without  loss  to  themselves,  killed  two,  wounded 
an  officer,  and  took  a  Sergeant  prisoner.  This  rencounter 
gave  the  officer  at  the  mill  an  opportunity  to  retreat,  with 
iiis  men,  baggage,  and  everything,  but  four  horses,  grazing, 
which  fell  a  prey  to  the  enemy.  After  burning  the  mill, 
they  retreated,  with  this  booty,  on  board  the  vessels  they 
came  from ;  which  should  be  recorded,  to  perpetuate  the 
fame  of  these  renowned  Generals.  Another  time,  a  Captain 
and  his  company  precipitately  fled  from  the  attack  of  eight 
riflemen,  leaving  one  prisoner  behind  them.  The  enemy 
have  since  landed  seventeen  hundred  men,  and  are  intrench- 
ing at  Fort  Johnston.  It  is  said  there  are  two  thousand 
men  at  ^S*^.  Aus;ustine. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL  OF  SAFETV  TO  BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE. 
[No.  U.]  Annapolis,  June  5,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Agreeable  to  your  favour  of  27th  of  last 
month,  we  have  ordered  that  Captain  Wells's  company  be 
an  Artillery  Company,  and  Captains  Dean's  and  Thomas 
Rutter's  companies  added  to  the  Baltimore  town  Batta- 
lion. The  commissions  for  Dean's  company  are  enclosed 
to  Colonel  William  Buchanan. 

We  request  you  will  render  a  particular  account  of  the 
expenditure  of  your  £1,000,  sent  the  8th  o{  March,  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  Militia  on  the  alarm  occasioned  by 
the  Otter  sloop-of-war ;  and,  also,  furnish  us  with  your 
vouchers  for  the  general  charges  in  the  account  of  moneys 
expended  on  the  fortification  at  Whetstone-Point. 

We  are,  &,c. 
To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  June  5,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Congress  having  this  day  made  several  promo- 
tions in  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  established 
some  rules  for  the  future  direction  of  the  Deputy  Commis- 
saries-General, Deputy  Quartermasters-General,  &;c.,  I  do 
myself  the  pleasure  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  same. 

I  have  delivered  Colonel  Reed  his  commission,  and  have 
sent  Mr.  Whetcomh,  Mr.  Mercer,  and  Mr.  Moylan  theirs. 

Should  you  stand  in  need  of  any  more  blank  commis- 
sions, they  shall  be  immediately  forwarded,  on  your  letting 
me  know  it.  I  entirely  forgot  to  make  inquiry  into  the  mat- 
ter while  you  were  in  this  city. 

Having  nothing  further  in  charge  from  Congress  at  this 
time,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with  the  greatest 
respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 


servant. 


John  Hancock,  President. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  June  6. — This  morning  two  small  privateers  ar- 
rived here,  after  a  very  successful  cruise,  having  taken  three 
West-India  ships,  with  $'22,420  on  board,  one  thousand 
and  fifty-two  hogsheads  and  tierces  of  sugar,  seventy  pipes 
of  best  Madeira  wine,  and  a  variety  of  other  articles.*  The 
captain  and  owners  this  moment  called  to  acquaint  me  that 
the  money  is  now  in  this  city,  and  have  generously  made  an 
offer  of  it  to  the  Congress. 

I  have  this  morning  advanced  thirty  dollai-s  to  Fessenden, 
in  part  of  his  account,  which  you  will  please  to  deduct  on 
settlement. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  COLONEL  JOSEPH  REED. 

Philadelphia,  June  5,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Congress,  in  consideration  of  your  zeal  and 
ardour  in  the  American  cause,  have  appointed  you  Adjutant- 

*  PHiLAnKLPiiiA,  June  6,  1776. — Two  privateers,  belonging  to  this 
port,  have  taken  three  very  valuable  ships,  bound  from  Jumuica  to  Loti- 
don,  laden  with  rum,  sugar,  molasses,  &c.;  having  also  a  large  quantity 
of  dollars  and  plate  on  board. 

We  hear  that  on  board  of  the  above  ships  there  veere  several  very  fine 
sea-turtle,  intended  as  a  present  to  Lord  J^orth  ;  one  of  which,  with  his 
Lordship's  name  nicely  cut  in  the  shell,  was  yesterday  presented  by  the 
captain  to  the  worthy  President  of  the  American  Congress. 


General  in  the  Continental  Army,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel. 
As  it  is  necessary  this  important  department  should  be  filled 
as  soon  as  possible,  you  will  please  to  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  repairing  for  that  purpose  to  Head-Quarters,  at 
New-York.  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  enclose  your  com- 
mission ;  and  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  Colonel  Joseph  Reed. 


PETITION    OF    WILLIAM    ADAMS. 
[Laid  before  the  Marine  Committee,  June  5,  1776.] 

To  the  Honourable  the  Delegates  of  the  Thirteen  United 
Colonies  in  Congress  assembled:   The  Petition  of  Wil- 
liam Adams,  Surgeon  in  the  Continental  Naval  Service,  ■ 
humbly  showeth : 

That  your  Petitioner  had  the  honour  to  be  appointed 
Surgeon  in  the  service  of  this  continent,  on  board  the  armed 
sloop  the  Hornet ;  that  he  conceives  he  could  afford  more 
considerable  service  to  his  country  in  a  fighting  capacity ; 
that,  anxious  to  contribute  his  assistance  towards  repelling 
the  hostile  invasions  of  the  enemies  of  America,  he  was  an 
early  Associator  in  the  Third  Battalion  of  this  city,  in  one 
company  of  which  battalion  he  acted  as  an  officer ;  that 
he  hath  a  very  large  and  extensive  acquaintance  in  this 
Province,  and  notwithstanding  the  present  scarcity  of  men, 
is  fully  and  firmly  persuaded  that  he  could,  in  a  very  short 
time,  raise  a  company  ;  that  your  Petitioner  understands  that 
some  companies  of  Marines  are  now  to  be  raised  for  the 
frigates  building  for  the  defence  of  this  continent ;  and  as 
he  begs  leave  to  resign  his  commission  of  Surgeon,  requests 
that  your  Honours  would  be  pleased  to  appoint  him  to  the 
command  of  one  of  said  companies ;  and  he  begs  leave  to 
assure  your  Honours  that  if,  in  case  of  any  engagement,  his 
assistance  should  be  wanted  or  required  by  the  Surgeon,  he 
will  ever  be  ready  to  afford  it ;  and  hopes  his  conduct  in 
either  capacity  will  be  serviceable  to  his  country  and  merit 
the  approbation  of  your  Honours. 

William  Adams. 

Philadelphia,  May  28,  1776. 


JOHN   WATTS    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  June  5,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Mr.  Benjamin  Birdsall,  of  the  Committee 
for  Queen's  County,  Oyster-Bay,  Long-Island,  hath  sent  to 
inform  me,  by  Mr.  William  Wallace,  boatman,  that  the  boat 
formerly  belonging  to  me,  but  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Nathan  Oyer,  (though  not  yet  paid  for  by  him,)  hath  been 
seized  by  a  party  of  Riflemen,  suspecting  the  said  Nathan 
had  been  on  board  the  men-of-war  at  the  Hook ;  and  she 
being  threatened  to  be  destroyed,  the  whole  loss,  by  his  im- 
prudence, will  wholly  fall  upon  myself.  As  I  am,  and  always 
hope  to  remain,  a  steady  friend  to  my  country,  I  beg  the 
favour  of  this  honourable  House  to  advise  me  how  to  pro- 
ceed to  recover  my  boat.  Mr.  Birdsall  requires  a  speedy 
answer  from  me,  for  fear  she  should  be  destroyed  before  I 
have  your  authority  to  prevent  it. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Watts. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-York. 


CAPTAIN    CREGIER    TO    THOMAS    RANDALL. 

On  board  the  Schooner  General  Putnam, , 
Shewsbury,  June  5, 1776. 

Worthy  Sir  :  After  my  due  respects  to  you  and  all 
friends,  I  think  it  a  point  of  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  that  I 
sailed  i'rom  this  the  next  day  after  the  date  of  my  last  to  you. 
I  stood  to  the  southward  a  whole  day,  with  little  wind,  and 
about  four  in  the  afternoon,  it  blowing  very  hard  to  the  south- 
southwest,  making  a  heavy  sea,  I  was  obliged  to  bear  away 
for  this  inlet,  where  I  have  remained,  on  account  of  the  wind 
blowing  at  east-southeast,  which  occasioned  a  very  high  sea 
on  the  bar.  At  eight  A.  M.  we  saw  a  sail  to  the  southeast, 
standing  in  for  the  Hook  ;  at  ten  A.  M.  concluded  with  the 
Captain  of  the  whale-boats,  being  twelve  in  number,  to  tow 
me  out;  the  tide  being  flood,  with  little  wind,  we  came  to 
the  bar,  where  we  found  a  high  surf.  The  Captain  of  the 
whale-boats  concluded  their  boats  could  not  get  out  over  the 
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bar.  As  the  sail  we  saw  was  well  in  with  the  land,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  large  tender  near  the  ship,  which  we  then 
judged  to  be  a  ship  of  war,  I  then  thought  it  proper  to  come 
to  anclior,  and  at  tiie  same  time  I  went  to  view  the  fleet 
at  Sandy-Hook,  where  we  found  the  ships  of  war,  viz:  the 
Phenix,  Mercury,  and  Lively,  with  three  other  small  ships, 
a  brig,  one  schooner,  one  sloop,  and  four  tenders.  By  the 
time  I  was  coming  away  the  above-mentioned  ship  came  to 
anchor,  whicii  I  plainly  perceived  to  be  a  large  frigate  of 
tliirty-six  guns.  This  intelligence  you  may  depend  on.  I 
am  resolved  to  sail  from  this  the  first  opportunity. 
I  am  your  kind  friend. 


Thomas  Cregier. 


To  Thomas  Randall,  Esq. 


my  further  attendance  upon  the  Court  of  Justice  appointed 
to  examine  persons  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
Colonies.  1  am  sufficiently  sensible  of  the  honour  done  me 
by  the  appointment,  but  as  every  male  jn  my  family,  (my 
only  son  not  excepted)  is  in  the  service  of  my  country,  and 
1  left  alone,  I  doubt  not  but  what  the  honourable  Court  will 
deem  my  request  reasonable. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Greenleaf. 

P.  S.  I  wish  tile  Court  would  order  every  suspected  per- 
son and  every  prisoner  to  be  removed  at  least  ten  miles 
from  the  sea-shore.  There  is  great  danger  to  the  publick  in 
suiTering  them  to  be  here. 


GEORGE    TOWNSEND    TO    NEW-VORK    CONGRESS. 

In  ConimiUee,  Jamaica,  June  5,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  As  we  stand,  and  may  further  stand  in  need 
of  a  small  sum  of  money,  for  the  necessity  of  our  County, 
therefore  beg  you  will  please  to  lend  to  this  Committee 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  for  which  sum  we  will  be 
answerable  to  the  Province. 

We  are,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servants. 

^  ■  George  Townsend,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress. 


To  the  Honourable  Sub- Committee  of  the  City  and  County 
oy  Alb  any:  TTie  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City 
of  Albany  humbly  showeth  : 

That  your  Petitioners,  alarmed  at  the  avowed  design  of  a 
tyrannizing  Ministry  in  carrying  into  execution  certain  op- 
pressive acts  of  Parliament,  calculated  to  deprive  us  of  pri- 
vileges dearer  to  every  generous  soul  than  life  itself,  and 
their  formidable  preparations  for  that  purpose ;  yet  we 
dread  not  the  force  they  can  send  against  us ;  those  we  can 
guard  against;  but,  gentlemen,  our  internal,  our  bosom 
enemies,  even  those  who  live  in  society  with  us,  are  the 
enemy  we  dread ;  and  if  ever  America  is  conquered  it  will 
be  by  their  secret  wounds.  It  is  not  our  intention,  gentle- 
men, to  wrest  out  of  your  hands  the  power  which  we  have 
already  delegated,  but  on  the  contrary  to  support  you  in 
every  measure  which  you  may  take  for  our  safety. 

Yet  your  Petitioners  humbly  beg  that  every  person  in 
this  City  who  is  known  to  be  notoriously  disaffected  to  the 
measures  now  pursued  by  America  in  her  struggles  to  sup- 
port her  freedom,  may  be  laid  under  such  restrictions  as  you 
shall  think  sufficient  to  divest  them  of  the  power  of  doing 
us  that  injury  which  we  think  their  inclinations  lead  them 
to,  whenever  an  opportunity  shall  offer ;  and  your  Petitioners, 
aa  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Henry  J.  Bogert,  Chairman. 

Alban;,  June  S,  1776. 


ALBANY    COMMITTEE   TO    DELEGATES    IN   PROVINCIAL    CON- 
GRESS. 

Albany  Committee-Chamber,  June  5,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  taken  into  consideration  the  ne- 
cessity of  pow-der  in  this  County  ;  we  have  but  twenty  hun- 
dred weight  in  the  whole,  whereas  four  tons  more  will 
scarcely  supply  the  inhabitants  thereof  in  case  of  any  emer- 
gency. We  therefore  beg  you  will  not  fail  to  send  up  four 
tons  for  the  use  of  this  County  by  the  first  opportunity. 
Tryon  County  is  in  a  still  worse  situation  for  the  want  of 
the  same  article. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 

John  Barclay,  Chairman  pro  tern. 
To  Jacob  Cuyler,  John  Ten  Broeck,  Henry  Glenn,  and 
others,  the  Delegates  of  the  County  of  Albany,  at  New- 
York. 


JOSEPH    greenleaf    TO   MASSACHUSETTS    COUNCIL. 

Boston,  June  5,  1 776. 
Sir  :  You  would  very  much  oblige  me  if  you  would,  on 
my  behalf,  pray  the  honourable  Court  to  excuse  me  from 


TO    THE    PEOPLE    OF    MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

Friends  and  Countrymen:  The  King  of  Kings  hath 
been  pleased  to  bring  us  into  the  most  critical  situation  that 
this  or  any  other  nation  ever  knew.  We  have  to  oppose 
a  powerful  and  enraged  enemy  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the 
other  to  settle  the  foundations  of  our  Constitution.  The 
business  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  not  only  to  ourselves, 
but  posterity.  Future  millions  will  bless  or  curse  the  mea- 
sures we  pursue.  It  requires  the  greatest  dexterity  so  to 
conduct  present  affairs  as  that,  while  we  attend  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  Colony,  we  suffer  not  evils  to  creep  into  or 
remain  in  the  Constitution,  which,  though  they  may  not 
affect  this  or  the  next  generation  anything  considerably, 
being  no  more  than  specks  for  a  while,  may,  in  length  of 
time,  occasion  a  rot  among  all  the  pleasant  fruits  of  that 
glorious  struggle  wherein  we  are  engaged ;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  that  while  we  are  clearing  or  defending  the  Con-  * 
stitution  of  and  against  such  evils,  we  do  not  neglect  the 
defence  of  the  Colony,  and  thereby  suffer  the  immediate 
loss  of  the  Constitution.  It  would  be  the  height  of  folly, 
or  the  effect  of  treachery,  to  waste  time  in  disputing  which 
part  of  this  great  business  is  to  be  first  regarded.  Common 
sense  tells  us  that  the  safety  of  the  Colony  against  any  at- 
tempts of  the  enemy  is  not,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  to  be 
postponed  or  languidly  prosecuted  upon  any  account;  I  shall 
therefore  make  that  the  subject  of  this  letter. 

The  British  Ministry,  supported  by  a  venal  and  slavish 
Parliament,  aided  in  the  American  Department  by  a  noted 
coward,  (the  Minden  hero,  whose  fears  push  him  on  to  the 
basest  and  most  vigorous  exertions,)  and  headed  by  an  obsti- 
nate and  callous  Sovereign,  propose  the  speedy  reduction  of 
America  to  a  servile  dependance.  German  mercenaries,  be- 
sides English,  Scotch,  and  Irish,  are  to  be  employed,  making 
in  the  whole  a  most  formidable  power,  exclusive  of  naval 
armaments.  It  is  pretty  generally  known  that  the  plan  of 
operations  for  the  campaign  of  '76  was  to  attack  the  South- 
ern Colonies,  to  divide  these  from  the  Northern,  by  penetra- 
ting the  continent  at  New-York  and  (^iiebeck,  to  recover  the 
possession  of  all  the  territories  between  these  two  cities,  and 
thereby  to  gain  the  assistance  of  the  Indians  and  Canadians, 
and  to  strengthen  the  garrison  of  Boston  by  a  large  rein- 
forcement, so  as  to  enable  it  to  act  offensively  against  the 
country.  Through  the  blessing  of  Heaven  upon  our  endea- 
vours, a  capital  part  of  this  plan  has  been  set  aside.  Gene- 
ral Hoive  with  his  troops  has  been  driven  off.  An  oppor- 
tunity has  been  gained  for  fortifying  Neio-York ;  and  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  armament  destined  to  that  quarter 
will  be  repulsed.  But  something  great  must  be  attempted 
by  the  British  and  German  commanders.  An  impression 
must  be  made  somewhere,  and  another  place  for  rendezvous 
and  retreat,  besides  Halifax,  be  procured,  or  the  chief  part  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  must  return  to  Europe  at  the  approach 
of  winter.  The  continent  should  therelbre  be  defended  at 
every  point,  so  that  the  enemy  may  be  baffled  which  way 
soever  they  may  steer.  We  have  villains  among  us  ready 
enough  to  inform  them  where  they  may  attack  with  the 
greatest  likelihood  of  succeeding.  Places  the  least  defended, 
if  they  have  a  back  country  of  consequence,  will  be  in  the 
most  danger.  The  enemy  will  be  looking  out  for  them. 
Let  no  commodious  harbour,  nor  any  landing-place  upon 
the  coast  be  neglected ;  but  a  line  of  defence  be  drawn  from 
one  end  of  the  Colony  to  the  other.  While  this  is  doing 
upon  the  sea-shore,  let  inquiry  be  made  through  what  passes 
the  country  may  be  penetrated  by  the  way  of  Canada,  should 
the  enemy  succeed  in  that  quarter,  and  let  all  those  places 
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be  secured  by  forts  and  block-houses.  Many  will  be  startled 
at  the  expenses  that  will  necessarily  attend  such  operations. 
The  expenses,  we  may  conclude,  will  be  greatly  lessened  by 
the  cheerful  assistance  of  individuals  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  places  where  the  works  are  carried  on,  as  they  will 
be  the  first  to  reap  the  benefit  of  them ;  and  wiJl  be  amply 
repaid  for  all  their  trouble  in  the  safety  and  composure  with 
which  they  may  pursue  their  farming  or  other  business,  with- 
out being  frequently  called  oft'  by  alarms.  But  though  we 
should  exercise  frugality,  this  is  not  a  season  to  be  afraid  of 
expending.  Our  all  is  at  stake,  with  life  and  liberty  in  tiie 
bargain.  What  will  our  paper  riches  be  worth  should  our 
enemies  succeed  ?  Nothing  at  all.  We  may  be  even  punish- 
ed for  having  it,  as  they  may  infer  from  it  our  having  encour- 
aged the  operations  against  them.  Will  our  hard  money  be 
of  any  use  to  us  ?  That  they  will  fake  from  us  to  pay  them- 
selves for  the  expenses  they  may  have  been  at  in  subduing 
us ;  besides  our  estates  wherewith  to  reward  their  dependants 
and  agents.  If  we  should  be  subjugated,  we  shall  be,  of  all 
people,  the  most  miserable,  the  Ministry  looking  upon  us  as 
the  mainspring  in  all  those  movements  that  have  opposed 
and  disconcerted  their  arbitrary  measures.  We  must  not, 
therefore,  be  afraid  of  expenses ;  and  had  better  spend  all 
in  securing  our  lives  and  liberties,  than,  by  a  parsimonious 
conduct,  lose  all,  together  with  our  lives  and  liberties.  We 
have  a  well  cultivated  country ;  and  if  we  can  save  that  with 
ourselves,  it  will  yield  us  after  a  while  more  property  than 
the  present  emergency  will  take  off.  Besides,  what  we  spend 
in  putting  the  country  into  a  state  of  defence,  is  spent  among 
ourselves ;  and  when  once  well  spent,  need  not  be  repeated. 
This  most  probably  is  the  determining  year.  Let  us,  then, 
humble  ourselves  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  look  up  to 
him  for  his  blessing,  and  set  oui-selves,  one  and  all,  with  hand 
and  purse,  to  that  great  and  necessary  work  of  self-defence, 
to  which  His  providence  is  now  calling  us,  and  persist  in 
it,  without  growing  weary  or  fainting,  until  the  same  is 
finished. 


June  5,  1776. 


A  Watchman. 


London,  June  6,  1776. 


When  all  the  troops  that  are  gone  out  arrive  in  America, 
it  is  said  that  the  Royal  standard  is  to  be  hoisted  in  three 
different  parts  of  the  country,  when  it  is  thought  many  thou- 
sand people,  friends  to  Government,  finding  themselves  likely 
to  be  supported,  (who  were  afraid  before  to  declare  them- 
selves,) will  flock  to  it. 

By  letters  lately  received  from  Vice- Admiral  Young,  dated 
at  Antigua,  the  .3d  of  March,  and  from  Vice-Admiral  Gay- 
ton,  dated  at  Jamaica,  the  28th  of  that  month,  it  appears  that 
the  cruisers  under  the  command  of  the  former  had  seized 
twenty-six,  and  those  under  the  command  of  the  latter,  nine 
ships  and  vessels,  either  belonging  to  or  employed  in  carry- 
ing on  a  trade  with  his  Majesty's  rebellious  subjects  in  ^orth- 
America. 

The  reason  that  the  Glasgow  man-of-war  was  sent  from 
North-America  was  owing  to  her  being  so  much  damaged 
by  Admiral  Hopkins's  armed  vessel  in  the  late  engagement. 
She  is  ordered  to  be  docked,  and  got  ready  to  sail  again 
with  all  expedition. 

Amidst  the  shout  of  joy  that  has  been  raised  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  Extraordinary  Gazette,  it  confirms  one  me- 
lancholy circumstance,  which  ought  to  be  attended  to  by 
Administration  in  the  midst  of  their  transports,  which  is,  it 
clearly  proves  that  the  Provincials  are  not  poltroons ;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  siege  of 
^ueheclc  and  the  retreat,  (however  they  migiit  have  been 
overpowered  by  numbers,  and  the  succour  of  the  fleet,) 
ihey  left  no  enterprise,  however  daring,  unattempted.  This 
unabating  principle  of  courage,  therefore,  disseminated 
throughout  three  millions  of  people,  is,  and  ought  to  be, 
of  the  most  serious  consideration  ;  as  such  courage  so  ex- 
erted, though  in  one  or  two  instances  it  might  fail,  bids  fair 
in  the  end  for  success. 

Several  American  gentlemen,  who  have  sold  their  estates 
in  that  country  and  retired,  have  assured  Lord  George  Ger- 
maine  that  if  the  King's  troops  can,  in  the  course  of  this 
campaign,  secure  all  Canada,  the  tract  of  the  Ohio,  and  the 
Lakes,  with  Crown-Point  and  the  adjacent  country,  the 
Rebels  will  be  kept  in  such  constant  alarm  on  tiieir  rear, 
and  so  injured  by  the  men-of-war  at  sea,  that  they  will  sub- 
rait  in  the  following  winter. 


Speech  of  His  Excellency  Archibald  Bullock,  Esquire, 
President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Colony  of 
Georgia,  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  at  Savannah, 
June  5,  1776. 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Congress  : 

The  state  of  the  Province  at  your  last  meeting  made  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  adopt  some  temporary  regulations  for 
the  preservation  of  the  publick  peace  and  safety.  And  your 
appointment  of  me  to  carry  these  regulations  into  execution, 
at  a  time  so  critical  and  important  to  the  welfare  of  this 
country,  requires  an  exertion  of  the  greatest  prudence  and 
abilities. 

At  a  time  when  our  rights  and  privileges  are  invaded, 
when  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Constitution  are  sub- 
verted, and  those  men  whose  duty  should  teach  them  to 
protect  and  defend  us  are  become  our  betrayers  and  mur- 
derers, it  calls  aloud  on  every  virtuous  member  of  the  com- 
munity to  stand  forth,  and  stem  the  prevailing  torrent  of 
corruption  and  lawless  power. 

The  many  and  frequent  instances  of  your  attachment  to- 
wards me,  and  an  ardent  desire  to  promote  the  welfare  o"f 
my  country,  have  induced  me  to  accept  of  this  weighty  and 
important  trust.  For  your  interest  only  I  desire  to  act; 
and,  relying  on  your  aid  and  assistance  in  every  difficulty, 
I  shall  always  most  confidently  expect  it. 

Some  venial  disaffected  men  may  endeavour  to  persuade 
the  people  to  submit  to  the  oppressive  mandates  of  despot- 
ism, but  surely  every  freeman  would  consider  the  nature, 
and  inspect  the  designs  and  execution  of  that  Government 
under  which  he  may  be  called  to  live.  The  people  of  this 
Province,  in  opposing  the  designs  of  a  cruel  and  corrupt 
Ministry,  have  surmounted  what  appeared  insuperable  diffi- 
culties ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  artifice  and  address  that 
for  a  long  time  were  employed  to  divert  their  attention  from 
the  common  cause,  they  at  length,  by  imperceptible  degrees, 
succeeded,  and  declared  their  resolution  to  assert  their  liber- 
ties, and  to  maintain  them  at  all  events,  in  concurrence  with 
the  other  associated  Colonies.  For  my  part,  I  most  candidly 
declare,  that  from  the  origin  of  these  unhappy  disputes  I 
heartily  approved  the  conduct  of  the  Americans.  My  ap- 
probation was  not  the  result  of  prejudice  or  partiality,  but 
proceeded  from  a  firm  persuasion  of  their  having  acted  agree- 
able to  constitutional  principles,  and  tlie  dictates  of  an  up- 
right disinterested  conscience. 

We  must  all  acknowledge  our  great  obligations  to  our 
ancestors  for  the  invaluable  liberties  we  enjoy ;  it  is  our  in- 
dispensable duty  to  transmit  them  inviolate  to  posterity ;  and 
to  be  negligent  in  an  affair  of  such  moment,  would  be  an 
indelible  stain  of  infamy  on  the  present  era.  Animated 
with  this  principle,  I  shall  think  myself  amply  rewarded  if 
I  can  be  so  fortunate  as  to  render  any  service  to  the  cause 
of  freedom  and  posterity. 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Congress  : 

Being  sensible  that  many  matters  of  great  importance  will 
claim  your  attention  at  this  meeting,  I  will  not  take  up  too 
much  of  your  time  from  the  publick  business.  Some  further 
regulations  respecting  the  Courts  of  Justice,  the  state  of  the 
Continental  Battalion,  and  the  better  ordering  of  the  Militia 
of  this  Province,  will  necessarily  be  the  subject  of  your  dis- 
quisitions. 

You  must  be  convinced  of  the  many  difficulties  we  labour 
under,  arising  from  the  number  that  still  remain  among  us, 
under  the  shelter  of  an  affected  neutrality.  The  arguments 
alleged  for  their  conduct  appear  too  weak  to  merit  a  refuta- 
tion. This  is  no  time  to  talk  of  moderation  ;  in  the  present 
instance  it  ceases  to  be  a  virtue.  An  appeal,  an  awful 
appeal  is  made  to  Heaven,  and  thousands  of  lives  ai'e  in 
jeopardy  every  hour.  Our  northern  brethren  point  to  their 
wounds,  and  call  for  our  most  vigorous  exertions ;  and  God 
forbid  that  so  noble  a  contest  should  end  in  an  infamous 
conclusion.  You  will  not,  therefore,  be  biased  by  any 
suggestions  from  these  enemies  of  American  liberty,  or  r&- 
gard  any  censure  they  may  bestow  on  the  forwardness  and 
zeal  of  this  infixnt  Colony.  You  must  evidently  perceive 
the  necessity  of  making  some  further  laws  respecting  these 
non-associates  ;  and,  though  there  may  be  some  who  appear 
at  present  forward  to  sign  the  Association,  yet  it  becomes  us 
to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the  motives  and  conduct  of  these 
men,  lest  the  publick  good  be  endangered  through  their  per- 
fidy and  pretended  friendship. 

By  the  resolves  of  the  General  Congress,  the  inliabitanis 
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of  the  United  Colonies  are  permitted  to  trade  to  any  part  of 
the  world  except  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  in  consequence  of  which,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
fix  on  some  mode  of  proceeding  for  the  clearance  of  vessels, 
and  other  matters  relative  thereto ;  and  perhaps  you  may 
think  it  further  requisite  to  appoint  proper  officers  to  despatch 
this  business,  tiiat  the  adventurers  in  trade  may  meet  with 
as  little  obstruction  as  possible.  And  I  would,  at  the  same 
time,  recommend  to  your  consideration  the  exorbitant  prices 
of  goods  and  other  necessaries  of  life  in  the  town  of  »S«iian- 
nah,  and  in  every  part  of  the  Province.  This  certainly 
requires  some  immediate  regulations,  as  the  poor  must  be 
greatly  distressed  by  such  alarming  and  unheard-of  extor- 
tions. 

With  respect  to  Indian  affairs,  I  hoped  to  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  assuring  you,  from  the  state  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Commissioners,  that  they  were  in  every  respect  friend- 
ly and  warmly  attached  to  our  interests,  and  that  there  was 
the  greatest  reason  to  expect  a  continuance  of  the  same 
friendly  disposition  ;  but  I  have  received  some  accounts  since 
rather  unfavourable.  As  this  is  of  the  highest  consequence 
to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  Colony,  I  would  here  sug- 
gest whether  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  enter  into  some 
resolves,  in  order  to  prevent  any  future  misundei-standing 
between  them  and  our  back  settlers.  And  to  this  I  think 
I  may  add,  that  the  putting  the  Province  in  the  best  posture 
of  defence  would  be  an  object  veiy  requisite  at  this  junc- 
ture. 

The  Continental  Congress  having  always  been  solicitous 
to  promote  the  increase  and  improvement  of  useful  know- 
ledge, and  with  the  highest  satisfaction  contemplating  the 
rapid  progress  of  the  arts  and  sciences  in  America,  have 
thought  proper  to  recommend  the  encouraging  the  manufac- 
ture of  saltpetre,  sulphur,  and  gunpowder.  The  process  is 
extremely  easy,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  any  of  the  good 
people  of  this  Province  exerting  themselves  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  these  useful  and  necessary  articles.  If  they  once 
consider  it  is  for  the  publick  good,  they  will  need  no  other 
inducement. 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Congress  : 

Remember,  in  all  your  deliberations,  you  are  engaged  in 
a  most  arduous  undertaking.  Generations  yet  unborn  may 
owe  their  freedom  and  happiness  to  your  determinations,  and 
may  bestow  blessings  or  execrations  on  your  memory,  in 
such  manner  as  you  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  you  by 
your  constituents.  Thoughts  like  these  will  influence  you 
to  throw  aside  every  prejudice,  and  to  exert  your  utmost 
efforts  to  preserve  unanimity,  firmness,  and  impartiality,  in 
all  your  proceedings. 


Archibald  Bullock. 


Savannah,  June  5,  1776. 


2'o  His  Ekcellenaj  Archibald  Bullock,  Esq.,  President 

and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  o/Georgia: 
The  Address  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  said  Province. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  We,  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Province  of  Georgia,  in  Congress  met, 
beg  leave  to  return  your  Excellency  our  thanks  for  your 
speech  delivered  to  us  yesterday. 

Animated,  we  hope,  with  the  principles  of  virtuous  citi- 
zens, and  inspired  with  sentiments  becoming  the  glorious 
cause  we  are  engaged  in,  we  behold  with  pleasure  the  ele- 
vation of  men  from  among  us,  whose  assiduity  and  unwea- 
ried endeavours  have  rendered  them  the  objects  of  favour 
with  their  country  ;  and  we  trust  that  while  the  several  Ex- 
ecutive departments  of  Government  shall  continue  to  be 
filled  with  such  men,  no  murmurings  or  discontents  will  find 
admission  among  the  good  people  of  this  Province. 

Being  truly  sensible  that  to  be  a  freeman  under  the  Bri- 
tish Constitution,  for  which  our  ancestors  fought  and  bled, 
implies  a  right  to  examine  with  freedom,  and  to  pass  censure 
or  applause  upon,  every  act  of  Government,  we  liave  exer- 
cised the  right  of  inspecting  into  the  late  measures  pursued 
against  these  Colonies ;  and  the  more  we  deliberate  upon 
them,  the  more  firmly  persuaded  we  are  of  their  wicked  and 
dangerous  tendency,  and  that,  as  they  are  founded  in  ini- 
quity, so  they  must  end,  if  submitted  to,  in  ruin  and  destruc- 
tion to  us  and  our  posterity. 

From  these  motives  and  considerations  have  we  entered 
into  the  present  laudable  opposition,  in  which  we  are  deter- 
mined religiously  to  persist  till  law  and  justice  shall  rear  their 


heads  above  tyranny  and  oppression  ;  and  your  Excellency 
may  be  assured  that,  in  every  wise  and  necessary  step  to- 
wards the  great  end,  you  shall  meet  with  our  warmest  con- 
currence and  support. 

While  we  shall  continue  actuated  by  the  same  feelings 
as  led  us  to  deny  the  usurped  authority  of  Great  Britain, 
we  hope  no  man  will  entertain  an  idea  so  dishonourable  to 
us  as  to  suppose  we  can  be  influenced  or  biased  by  any 
motives  but  such  as  ought  at  all  times  to  govern  good  men 
and  free  citizens  ;  and,  therefore,  your  Excellency  may  rest 
satisfied  we  shall,  in  all  our  deliberations  and  conduct,  whe- 
ther they  respect  those  concerned  for  or  against  us,  act  widi 
firmness,  justice,  and  impartiality,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with 
the  great  cause  in  which  we  are  all  embarked. 

We  are  truly  concerned  at  that  part  of  your  Excellency's 
speech  wherein  you  tell  us  your  last  accounts  from  the  In- 
dian nations  are  less  favourable  than  the  former ;  but  at  the 
same  time  that  we  wish,  by  every  means  in  our  power,  to 
avert  so  great  a  calamity  as  would  be  the  consequence  of  a 
war  with  these  uncivilized  people,  yet  we  are  resolved  never 
to  submit  peaceably  to  improper  behaviour  in  them  ;  and 
should  they  be  prevailed  upon  by  our  inhuman  enemies  to 
join  in  a  war  against  us,  we  trust  that  the  God  who  has  al- 
ready manifested  himself  in  our  behalf  will  safely  conduct 
us  through  all  our  afflictions. 

Permit  us  to  congratulate  your  Excellency  and  the  Pro- 
vince on  tlie  several  other  appointments  that  have  taken 
place  under  our  late  temporary  Constitution.  It  must  be 
a  pleasing  reflection  to  you,  sir,  that  your  business  in  the 
weighty  concerns  of  State  lies  with  men  of  such  well-known 
ability,  integrity,  and  zeal. 

We  shall  take  into  our  early  consideration  the  several 
matters  recommended  to  us  by  your  Excellency,  and  pro- 
ceed upon  the  same  with  all  that  despatch,  temper,  and 
firmness,  which  the  nature  of  the  subject  demands. 

Savannah,  June  7,  1776. 

To  which  his  Excellency  returned  the  following  answer : 
Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Congress  :  I 
return  you  all  due  thanks  for  this  Address.  I  must  flatter 
myself  you  are  convinced  I  can  have  no  separate  interest 
from  yours,  and,  therefore,  need  not  be  solicitous  about  the 
means  employed,  or  with  whom  they  may  originate,  for  ob- 
taining the  inestimable  blessings  of  happiness  and  freedom 
for  my  native  country. 

I  have  ever  entertained  the  most  honourable  ideas  of  the 
warm  and  real  friends  to  our  glorious  cause,  knowing  that 
they  are  influenced  by  no  other  motives  but  such  as  become 

good  men  and  free  citizens.  .  „ 

==  Archibald  Bullock. 

Savannah,  June  7,  1 776. 


general  lee  to  president  of  congress. 

[Read  June  27,  1776.     Referred  to  the  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance.] 
Little  River,  on  the  road  to  Charlestovpn,  i 
June  6,  1776.      5 

Sir:  You  will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  lettei's  the  ne- 
cessity of  reinforcing  this  Province  and  Georgia ;  the  enemy 
will  probably  make  it  the  seat  of  war.  Two  thousand 
men  at  least  ought  to  be  despatched  from  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  to  replace  the  regiments  I  shall  order  from  Vir- 
ginia. Ten  thousand  weight  of  powder  is  arrived  safe  at 
Charlestoum. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress. 

June  4,  1776—5  o'clock  P.  M. 

Dear  Sir:  I  this  moment  received  yours  by  Captain 
Mouat.  I  wish  you  and  a  powerful  reinforcement  were  now 
here.  For  God's  sake  lose  not  a  moment.  There  are  fifty 
sail  of  vessels  at  anchor  off  the  bar,  within  sight  of  the  town, 
which  will,  I  suppose,  come  in  with  to-morrow's  tide,  if  the 
wind  is  not  unfavourable.  Bring  us  all  the  forces  you  can 
collect,  to  cope  with  this  armament,  either  from  North-  Caro- 
lina, Virginia,ov  any  part  of  this  Province  you  pass  through. 
I  send  this  express  to  you,  and  send  on  the  roads,  and  at  the 
several  ferries,  to  facilitate  your  march. 

In  haste,  yours  sincerely,  j_  Ru^ledge. 

To  the  Honourable  Major-General  Lee. 
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Little  River,  June  6,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  On  the  receipt  of  this,  you  must  ordei-  as  hirge 
a  body  of  the  regulars  as  can  possibly  be  spared  to  march 
to  Cross-Creek,  in  North- Carolina.  You  may  cither  do  it 
by  regiments  or  detachments.  It  is  now,  I  think,  certain  that 
South-Carolina  and  Georgia  are  their  object.  Lay  the 
enclosed  letters  before  the  Convention.  Send  copies  of 
them  to  the  Convention  of  Maryland ;  perhaps  that  Pro- 
vince can  spare  a  battalion  or  two  for  the  defence  of  FiiV- 
ginia,  which  may  be  replaced  from  Fennsylvania. 

I  am,  dear  General,  yours,  /-.  j 

'  '  J        '  Charles  Lee. 

To  Brigadier-General  Lewis. 

P.  S.  The  letter  for  the  Congress  should  be  despatched 
immediately.     If  any  cavalry  are  raised,  detach  them. 

Wilmington,  June  1,  1776. 
Sir:  The  whole  enemy's  fleet  have  sailed  from  Cajje- 
Fear,  the  first  division  on  Wednesday,  the  last  yesterday ; 
but  it  is  far  from  being  ascertained  whether  they  have  steer- 
ed their  course  to  the  northward  or  to  the  southward.  The 
people  here  are  all  of  opinion  that  Charlestoivn  is  their  object; 
for  my  own  part  I  do  not  see  on  what  they  ground  this  per- 
suasion ;  however,  as  South- Carolina  is  weaker  in  numbers 
than  Virginia,  I  have  ordered  Muhlenburg's  regiment  at  a 
venture  to  Charlestown  immediately,  as  also  a  detachment  of 
seven  hundred  men  from  this  place.  I  have  also  been  under 
the  necessity  of  stripping  this  Province  of  sixteen  hundred 
pounds  of  gunpowder,  which  I  must  replace  from  Virginia. 
As  this  Colony  is  now  apparently  no  longer  in  danger,  I 
shall  send  an  express  to  stop  your  Militia,  as  they  may  be 
wanted  more  in  their  own  Province,  and  will  now  be  an 
unnecessary  expense.  I  shall  myself  set  out  for  Charlestown 
to-morrow,  but  at  the  same  time  confess  I  know  not  whether 
I  shall  go  to  or  from  the  enemy;  but  if  that  capital  is  really 
their  object,  their  whole  force  will  be  collected  in  one  point; 
their  operations  will  be  more  regular,  and,  consequently,  my 
presence  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  district  more  requi- 
site ;  whereas  if  Virginia  is  their  object,  it  is  possible  and 
probable  their  operations  may  be  merely  predatory  and 
piratical.  If  such  are  their  intentions,  I  am  confident  that 
your  own  officers  will  have  little  or  no  occasion  for  the  ad- 
vice or  assistance,  such  as  they  are,  of,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant,  „  . 

Chakles  Lee. 

To  Edmund  Pendleton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Convention 
of  Virginia. 

P.  S.  As  I  have  not  much  time,  and  indeed  there  being 
no  absolute  necessity  of  troubling  the  Congress  with  any 
circumstances  further  than  expressed  in  this  letter,  I  must 
entreat,  sir,  that  you  will  send  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Congress. 


VIRGINIA    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

In  CommiUee  of  Safety,  Williamsburgh,  June  6,  1776. 

It  being  represented  to  this  Board  that  the  Commanding 
Officers  of  the  Militia  in  many  Counties  in  this  Colony  have 
omitted  to  arrange  the  same  into  certain  divisions,  pursuant 
to  an  Ordinance  of  the  last  Convention,  from  a  misconstruc- 
tion of  the  Ordinance: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  be  recommended  to  them  to 
proceed,  without  delay,  to  make  such  regulation,  according 
to  the  direction  of  the  said  Ordinance. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Edmund  Pendleton,  President. 
John  Pendleton,  Clerk. 


said  month  ;  and,  at  a  meeting  of  the  said  Committee  at  Ha- 
novcr  Town,  on  the  day  last  mentioned,  they  severally  ap- 
peared, and  being  charged  with  being  inimical  or  disaffected 
to  the  liberties  oi  America,  6m\c{^  the  charge.  Whereupon 
sundry  witnesses  being  sworn  and  examined,  and  all  circuu)- 
stances  relating  thereto  fully  inquired  into  and  maturely  con- 
sidered, the  Committee  came  to  the  following  Resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Reynolds,  so  far  from  being  inimi- 
cal or  disaffected  to  the  liberties  of  America,  hath  generally 
conducted  him.self  as  a  friend  to  the  American  cause. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  he  be  from  the  charge  aforesaid 
honourably  acquitted. 

Resolved,  That  it  does  not  appear  to  this  Committee  that 
Samuel  Pearson,  David  Cochran,  John  Cimningham,  James 
Martin,  Bennett  White,  Colin  Campbell,  Patrick  Macauley, 
William  Marshall,  Francis  Irwin,  and  John  Meriwether,  are 
iniinical  or  disaffected  to  the  liberties  of  America. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  they  be  fiom  the  charge  afore- 
said honourably  acquitted. 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee  that  there 
is  ground  to  suspect  the  fidelity  and  attachment  of  Richard 
Burnley  and  Benjamin  Sanders  to  the  American  interest. 

Whereupon,  the  oath  required  by  the  Convention  to  be 
taken  by  such  was  tendered  to  them,  which  they  severally 
took  and  subscribed. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  they  ought  to  be  restored  to  the 
friendship  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee  that  Alex- 
ander Macauley,  Richard  Dennistoun,  and  Thomas  Evans, 
are  inimical  or  disaffected  to  the  liberties  of  America. 

The  oath  aforesaid  was  therefore  tendered  to  them,  which 
they  refused  to  take  and  subscribe. 

Resolved,  That  their  arms  and  ammunition  ought  to  be 
taken  from  them,  and  that  they  deliver  the  same  accordingly 
to  Colonel  Samuel  Meredith,  to  be  appraised,  used,  and  ap- 
plied as  is  directed  by  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  furnish  such  of  the  persons 
above  named  as  apply,  with  extracts  from  these  proceedings, 
and  that  he  send  a  copy  to  the  Publick  Printer,  desiring  him 
to  publish  the  same  in  the  Virginia  Gazette. 

Harry  Tompkins.  Clerk. 


LOUDOUN  county  (vIRGINIa)  COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  May  14,  1776. 

Richard  Morlan  being  summoned  to  appear  before  this 
Committee,  for  speaking  words  inimical  to  the  liberties  of 
America,  and  tending  to  discourage  a  Minute-man  from  re- 
turning to  his  duty  ;  and  also  publickly  declaring  he  would 
not  muster,  and  if  fined  would  oppose  the  collection  of  the 
fine  with  his  gun  :  The  charge  being  proved  against  him,  and 
he  heard  in  his  defence,  the  Committee  think  proper  to  hold 
the  said  Morlan  up  to  the  publick  as  an  enemy  to  their  rights 
and  liberties ;  and  have  ordered  that  this  resolution  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Virginia  Gazette. 

Christopher  Greenup,  Clerk. 


HANOVER    COUNTY  (vIRGINIa)  COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  for  Hanover  County,  June  6   1776. 

The  Resolves  of  the  honourable  the  Convention,  in  regard 
to  such  persons  as  are  inimical  or  disaffected  to  the  liberties 
of  America  being  read,  it  was  ordered  that  the  Clerk  should 
summon  Samiiel  Pearson,  Joseph  Reynolds,  David  Cochran, 
John  Cunningham,  James  Martin,  Bennett  White,  Colin 
Campbell,  Alexander  and  Patrick  Macauley,  Richard  Den- 
nistoun, Richard  Burnley,  William  Marshall,  Francis  Irwin, 
John  Meriwether,  Thomas  Evans,  and  Benjamin  Sanders, 
(who,  it  was  suggested,  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  said 
Resolves,)  to  appear  before  the  Committee,  on  the  13th  of  the 
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MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF     SAFETY    TO    THE    COMMITTEE    FOR 

MIDDLE    DISTRICT,    FREDERICK    COUNTY. 
[No.  15.]  Annapolis,  June  6,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  request  you  would  send  two  barrels 
of  musket  gunpowder,  with  all  convenient  speed,  to  the 
Committee  of  Observation  for  Skington  district,  there  to  be 
lodged  for  their  defence,  in  case  of  invasion.  We  will  re- 
place them  by  return  of  the  first  wagons  from  below ;  and 
are,  &;c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Middle  District  of 
Frederick  County. 

U.  SCOTT    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Annapolis,  June  6,  1776. 

Sir:  Having  some  business  of  much  consequence  to  mv 
private  concerns  to  transact  in  England,  which  requires  my 
attendance  there,  I  propose,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Council  of  Safety,  undertaking  a  voyage  thither,  by  the  first 
convenient  opportunity  that  offers — intending  to  return 
again  to  my  family  in  Maryland  as  speedily  as  my  affairs 
will  permit ;  and  shall  think  myself  much  obliged  to  the 
Council  of  Safety,  if,  on  this  application,  they  will  grant 
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me  a  passport  that  may  be  of  service  in  preventing  mo  from 
being  obstructed  in  accomplishing  this  design. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

U.  Scott. 
To  tlie  Hon.  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    GENERAL    MERCER. 

Philadelphia,  June  6,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  Congress  to  inform  you  that  they 
yesterday  appointed  you  a  Brigadier-General  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  Colonies,  and  that  they  request  you  will,  im- 
mediately on  receipt  hereof,  set  out  for  Head-Quartere,  at 
New-  York ;  for  which  purpose  I  am  commanded  to  forward 
you  this  by  express.  Should  you  take  Philaih}j)hia  in  your 
way,  I  must  beg  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  call  at  my 
house,  as  it  is  highly  probable  I  shall  have  something  in 
charge  from  Congress  ready  for  you  by  that  time. 

I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  enclose  your  commission  ;  and 
have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant, 

J.  Hancock,  President. 

To  Brigadier-General  Mercer,  Virginia, 


PRESIDENT  or  CONGRESS  TO  COLONEL  MOYLAN. 

Philadelphia,  June  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Congress,  from  a  sense  of  your  merit,  and  at- 
tachment to  the  American  cause,  have  been  pleased  to  ap- 
point you  Quartermaster-General  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
Colonies,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel.  I  do  myself  the  plea- 
sure to  enclose  your  commission  ;  and  am,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

J.  Hancock,  President. 

To  Stephen  Moylan,  Esq.,  Quartermaster-General,  Sic,  at 
New-  York. 

(JVo<e.  A  similar  letter,  of  the  same  date,  enclosing  a  commission, 
was  sent  at  the  same  time,  to  Brigadier-General  H'hitecomb,  at  Ifater- 
tovn.) 


Reflections  on  Publick  Affairs :  Recommended  to  the  peru- 
sal of  the  Members  of  the  New-Jersey  Assembly. 

The  publick  papers  have  announced  to  us  that  the  As- 
sembly of  New-Jersey  are  called  to  meet  on  the  20th  of 
this  month ;  and  the  reason  assigned  by  the  Governour  for 
this  unexpected  summons  is,  that  he  has  "  matters  of  great 
importance  to  communicate  to  them ;"  but  of  what  kind 
those  "  matters  of  great  importance"  are,  or  whence  derived, 
we  are  left  totally  uninformed.  The  usual  time  of  meeting 
of  the  Legislature  of  New- Jersey  is  about  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, at  which  time  the  act  for  the  support  of  Government 
expires ;  and  whenever  any  occurrence  happens  of  impor- 
tance enough  to  require  their  meeting  before  the  stated  time, 
it  is  usually  made  known,  in  some  measure,  to  the  publick, 
as  well  by  way  of  assigning  a  reason  for  such  a  measure,  as 
to  give  the  Members  an  opportunity  of  informing  their  own 
minds,  and  of  knowing  something  of  the  minds  of  their  con- 
stituents upon  the  matters  to  be  deliberated  on.  This  was 
the  method  pursued  by  the  same  Governour,  when  he  called 
the  Assembly  together  upon  the  receipt  of  the  famous  re- 
solve of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the 
20th  February,  177.5,  when  the  people  of  this  country  were 
in  a  much  smaller  degree  soured  with  the  conduct  of  the 
Ministry  and  their  agents  than  they  are  at  present,  and  less 
suspicious  of  evil  designs  against  them.  But  upon  this  oc- 
casion we  are  left  entirely  to  conjecture ;  and  our  Repre- 
sentatives must  either  discover  those  "  important  matters" 
by  the  spirit  of  divination,  or  come  together  totally  unpre- 
pared to  judge  of  them ;  at  least  they  will  be  wholly  de- 
prived of  an  opportunity  of  consulting  their  constituents  upon 
them,  though  questions  of  the  greatest  magnitude  may  be 
involved  in  them,  which,  as  things  are  circumstanced  at  pre- 
sent, can  with  propriety  be  determined  by  no  other  rule  than 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  at  large.  In  this  situation,  we 
can  only  judge  from  circumstances  what  is  most  likely  to  be 
propounded  for  the  consideration  of  the  Assembly,  when 
they  come  together ;  and  as  it  is  of  some  consequence  that 
we  should,  by  some  means  or  other,  hit  upon  a  proper  pre- 
paration for  it,  I  wish  to  see  every  probable  conjecture 
offered  to  the  publick  for  their  animadversion ;  and  as  my 


thoughts  have  been  called  to  the  subject  by  this  sudden 
and  unexpected  notification,  I  shall,  with  the  leave  of  the 
printer,  oiler  my  apprehensions  upon  it  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  publick.  1  have  been  casting  about  for  some 
motive  in  Government  that  is  not  unfriendly  to  the  Colo- 
nies, but  can  find  none.  1  cannot  find  that  there  have  been 
any  instructions,  or  despatches  of  any  kind,  lately  received 
from  England,  or  that  the  disposition  of  the  Ministry  ad- 
mits of  anything  favourable  to  us  in  that  way,  if  there  had 
been  any ;  nor  has  any  late  occurrence  among  ourselves 
given  ground  to  iiope  for  any  good  from  such  a  meeting  at 
present.  I  am  therefore  led  to  imagine  that  the  motive  is 
no  other  than  an  insidious  design  to  lay  hold  on  the  present 
combination  of  apparently  unfortunate  circumstances,  to  dis- 
tract and  divide  our  counsels,  and  thereby  to  throw  us  into 
so  much  confusion  and  disorder  as  that  we  may  the  more 
readily  be  induced  to  submit  to  any  terms  they  may  think 
fit  to  propose,  or,  perhaps,  to  give  ourselves  up  entirely  to 
the  old  Government,  as  the  readiest  way  to  get  out  of  our 
present  difficulties.  Some  of  my  inducements  to  this  sup- 
position I  will  mention. 

We  all  remember  a  special  calling  of  the  Assembly  on 
the  insidious  proposition  of  last  year,  and  what  pains  were 
taken  to  procure  its  acceptance  in  this  Province. 

Ever  since  the  account  of  our  miscarriage  at  Qnebeck 
came  among  us,  a  certain  set  of  people  have  raised  their 
heads,  and  plumed  ihemselves,  as  if  they  supposed  the  liber- 
ties o{  America  had  thereby  received  a  mortal  wound. 

The  mode  of  conducting  a  certain  dispute  in  Philadel- 
phia has  induced  a  belief  in  some  weak,  and  many  willing 
minds,  that  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of  last  month 
is  intended  as  a  final  bar  to  a  reconciliation  with  the  mother 
country,  on  any  terms  whatever;  and,  therefore,  that  it  is 
the  most  dangerous  method  in  the  world  to  be  adopted.  It 
is  held  up  by  the  ministerialists  as  a  touchstone,  by  which 
we  may  certainly  distinguish  those  of  us  who  wish  for  abso- 
lute and  perpetual  independence  from  those  who  are  desi- 
rous of  a  reconciliation  upon  safe  and  honourable  terms. 
But  I  take  it  to  be  a  very  unjust  criterion  ;  for  I  doubt  not 
there  are  many  zealous  advocates  for  a  compliance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Congress,  who  yet  hope  for  a  safe 
and  honourable  connection  with  Great  Britain.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  know  there  are  some  who  are  staggered  with 
the  resolve  of  Congress,  from  an  apprehension  of  its  ab- 
solutely excluding  all  hopes  of  a  reconciliation,  who,  never- 
theless, would  willingly  join  in  anything  short  of  that  which 
the  Congress  may  direct  as  necessary  for  our  present 
defence ;  and  yet,  if  this  test  were  to  determine  it,  these 
would  be  ranked  with  those  enemies  of  America  who  have 
industriously  wrought  up  this  alarm.  The  scheme,  how- 
ever, is  artful,  and  has  had  a  wonderful  effect.  By  raising 
one  grand  question,  viz  :  "  Whether  they  are  for  or  against 
Independency  ?"  (which  is  explained  to  imply  a  Republican 
Government,  and  a  perpetual  separation  from  Great  Bri- 
tain,) and  thereby  dividing  the  people  into  two  classes  only, 
we  find  a  strange,  heterogeneous  mixture  of  characters 
thrown  together  into  one  common  mass  on  one  side  of  the 
question,  consisting  of — 1st,  all  the  Tories,  of  every  rank,  as 
well  those  openly  and  avowedly  so,  as  those  who  have  with- 
held a  declaration  of  their  sentiments  altogether,  and  those 
who,  on  many  occasions,  have  joined  in  the  measures  of  the 
Opposition,  and  accepted  offices  from  the  people ;  2d,  most 
of  the  lukewarm  Whigs  ;  3d,  a  great  number  of  the  igno- 
rant, the  weak,  and  the  timid  of  the  Whigs,  who,  either  from 
want  of  opportunity,  want  of  judgment,  or  want  of  resolu- 
tion, have  been  led  away  by  a  delusion.  These,  altogether, 
make  a  considerable  number,  who  have,  as  it  were,  united 
their  forces  upon  this  untimely  question.  The  late  election 
for  Delegates  in  this  Province  gave  them  some  opportunity 
of  parading  their  troops,  and  the  appearance  in  some  Coun- 
ties was  formidable.  The  agents  of  the  Ministry  are  desi- 
rous to  avail  themselves  of  so  favourable  a  conjuncture  to 
make  another  attempt  to  divide  the  Colonies ;  for  if  they 
can  detach  from  the  rest  any  one  Colony,  especially  one  of 
the  middle  ones,  they  look  upon  their  work  as  accomplished  ; 
we  should  get  to  fighting  with  each  other,  and  fall  an  easy 
prey  to  their  machinations. 

These  are  my  apprehensions  of  the  matter,  accompanied 
with  the  leading  circumstances  which  have  given  rise  to 
them.  Many  other  circumstances  of  smaller  note  have  oc- 
curred to  my  mind,  which  tend  to  strengthen  the  suspicion  ; 
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but,  as  I  doubt  not  they  will  appear  to  every  attentive  ob- 
server, I  avoid  making  a  particular  mention  of  them.  In 
what  manner  it  is  intended  to  make  the  attack,  1  know  not ; 
but  as  it  is  to  be  conducted  in  this  Province  by  an  experi- 
enced partisan,  I  doubt  not  it  will  be  so  well  disguised  that 
the  mine  will  be  sprung  before  we  discover  where  it  is,  un- 
less we  are  careful  enough  to  avoid  every  inch  of  ground 
that  admits  of  suspicion.  I  iiave  great  confidence  in  the 
prudence  and  skill  of  the  Membere  of  the  Assembly.  If  my 
suspicions  prove  to  be  well-founded,  the  admonition  they 
afford  will  not  be  displeasing  to  them ;  if  otherwise,  the  in- 
jury to  the  publick  will  be  slight,  if  any,  and  I  am  persuaded 
the  circumstances  I  have  mentioned  will  plead  my  excuse. 

Somerset  County,  New-Jersey,  June  6,  1776. 


COLONEL  HUNTINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Camp,  New-York,  June  6,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir  :  The  mechanicks  of  the  city  have  voted 
independence ;  it  is  expected  the  new  Congress  will  follow 
suit.  There  will  be,  I  am  told,  a  majority  of  Presbyterians, 
which  will  probably  give  the  representation  a  different  guise 
from  what  it  has  heretofore  had.  Long-Island  has  the 
greatest  proportion  of  Tories,  both  of  its  own  growth  and  of 
adventitious  ones,  of  any  part  of  this  Colony  ;  from  whence 
some  conjecture  that  the  attack  is  to  be  made  by  that  way. 
It  is  more  likely  to  be  so  than  not.  Notwithstanding  the 
vigilance  of  our  outposts,  we  are  sure  there  is  frequent  inter- 
course between  the  Asia  and  the  shore,  and  that  they  have 
been  supplied  with  plenty  of  fresh  meat.  New  guards  have 
lately  been  set  in  suspected  places,  which  I  hope  will  pre- 
vent any  further  communication.  Our  Army  is  as  well  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  enemy  (for  its  numbers)  as  ever  it  has 
been  since  its  commencement — better  discipline,  more  am- 
munition and  good  arms ;  although,  as  to  the  latter  article, 
there  is  too  great  a  deficiency.  One  of  the  battalions  of  this 
Colony's  troops,  commanded  by  Colonel  Ritzema,  has  but 
about  sixty  arms.  There  are  five  companies  of  the  bat- 
talion of  Colonel  Wayne,  from  Pennsylvania,  now  here,  wait- 
ing for  arms.  The  other  companies  count  one  of  the  six 
battalions  gone  with  General  Sullivan  to  the  northward. 
There  is,  besides,  an  entire  battalion  of  Continental  troops  at 
Philadelphia  without  arms.  The  late  arrival  of  some  arms 
at  that  place,  and  the  capture  of  the  brave  Captain  Mug- 
J'ord's,  will  in  some  measure  supply  these  deficiencies.  I 
count  large  to  put  down  the  number  of  our  men  fit  for  action 
here  at  five  hundred  each  regiment,  which  amounts  to  nine 
thousand  five  hundred.  Indeed  1  do  not  think  we  could 
turn  out  eight  thousand  well  armed.  The  most  important 
post  throughout  the  continent  is  to  be  defended,  the  greatest 
and  best  part  of  our  artillery.  The  inhabitants  promise  us 
three  thousand  of  City  Militia;  but  we  ^o  not  believe  we 
shall  see  half  so  many.  If  the  strength  of  the  Whigs  be 
a  match  for  the  Tories,  and  the  Army  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  or  depend  upon  within,  it  is  as  much  as  we  shall  ever 
experience  in  our  favour.  We  hear  Congress  intends  a  large 
augmentation.  Men  may  be  got  at  the  southward,  but  not 
arms. 

I  have  been  more  free  in  mentioning  our  capital  defect  to 
you  than  I  ought  to  be  to  almost  any  one  else.  It  is  agreed 
by  all  that  the  Jerseys  have  a  good  Militia,  well  armed  and 
trained.  General  Washington  has  set  no  time  for  his  return 
to  camp.  The  Commissary-General  and  Quartermaster- 
General  were  expected  last  evening.  We  are  told  that 
Generals  Gates  and  Mi-fflin  are  to  act  in  their  former  de- 
partments for  the  present.  It  is  left  by  Congress  with  our 
General  to  send  whom  he  thinks  fit  to  Boston. 

1th. — Our  General,  Sic,  came  in  yesterday.  Brother 
Justin  will  write  you  all  the  news  from  Congress. 

I  am,  with  love  and  duty  to  mother,  &ic.,  your  affection- 
ate son,  T  ij 

Jedediah  Huntington. 

To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq. 


the  sale  of  Tea  ;  and  as  he  made  oath  that  he  had  not  then 
seen  the  resolve  of  the  Congress  or  this  Committee, — in 
tenderness  to  him  and  his  family,  supposing  him  to  have  no 
design  to  counteract  the  said  resolve  of  Congress,  and  on 
his  promising  them  not  to  be  guilty  of  the  like  again,  did 
agree  that  the  publication  of  his  aflidavit  would  be  satisfac- 
tory for  that  offence.  But  they  have  since,  on  the  fullest 
proof,  found  that,  by  an  avaricious  principle,  he  has  not 
only  violated  his  promise,  but  that  he  is  so  lost  to  all  publick 
virtue  and  love  for  his  country,  as  that  he  not  only  in  seve- 
ral instances  has  again  violated  the  resolves  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  by  selling  that  detestable  article  of  Tea  at 
a  higher  price  than  by  them  limited,  but  also  has  said  seve- 
ral disrespectful  things  of  the  resolve  of  that  body ;  this 
Committee,  therefore,  in  consequence  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  are  obliged  to  publish  to  the  worid  that  Mangil  Min- 
thorn  is  by  them  unanimously  voted,  and  ought  by  the  publick 
to  be  considered  and  treated,  as  an  enemy  to  the  American 
cause ;  and  consequently  ought  to  be  precluded  from  all 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  these  United 
Colonies. 

Ordered,  That  this  advertisement  be  printed  in  all  the 
newspapers  published  in  this  City. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

Joseph  Winter,  Secretary. 


ALBANY  committee  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Albany  Coramittee-Chamber,  June  6,  1776. 

Honourable  Sir  :  At  the  time  when  Ticonderoga  was 
taken  last  year,  the  Committee,  fully  apprized  of  the  neces- 
sity of  having  a  body  of  troops  for  the  defence  of  that  for- 
tress, raised  four  companies ;  at  which  time  John  Visscher  was 
the  fii-st  who  offered  his  service,  and  in  a  few  days  raised  a 
company,  with  which  he  marched  to  the  northward.  He 
was  soon  afterwards  arranged  in  the  Second  Battalion  of  the 
New-Yorlc  forces,  as  the  first  or  oldest  Captain,  in  which 
capacity  he  has  served  at  St.  Johns  and  at  Quebeck,  until 
the  beginning  of  last  spring,  when  he  was  promoted  to  a 
Majority.  We  beg  leave  to  observe  further,  that  in  the  late 
war  against  France  he  had  been  promoted  to  a  Captaincy 
in  the  service  of  this  Province.  His  former  rank  might 
therefore  reasonably  have  entitled  him  to  promotion  last 
year. 

This  Committee,  understanding  that  he  has  always  distin- 
guished himself  as  an  officer  of  courage,  good  conduct  and 
fidelity,  particularly  in  the  unfortunate  retreat  from  Quebeck, 
humbly  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  the  honourable  Con- 
gress for  further  promotion. 

We  are,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants, 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  Barclay,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE. 


New- York  CommiUec-Chamber,  June  6,  1776. 

Whereas  complaint  was  made  to  the  General  Committee 
for  the  City  and  County,  on  the  3d  day  of  May  last,  against 
Mangil  Minthorn,  a  shop-keeper  in  Batteau  street,  for  vio- 
lating a  resolve  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  in 


CONNECTICUT  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety  of 
Connecticut,  at  Hartford,  June  6,  1776,  Present: 

His  Honour  the  Govemour,  Honourable  Deputy  Gover- 
nour  Griswold,  E.  Dyar,  Jabez  Huntington,  William  Wil- 
liams, Richard  Law,  Titus  Hosmer,  Jedediah  Elderkin,  B. 
Huntington,  and  William  Hillhouse,  Esqs. 

Voted,  To  draw  on  the  Pay-Table  for  accounts  of  Cap- 
tain John  Ely,  of  a  Company  at  New-London,  in  favour  of 
William  Morgan,  Esq.,  for  the  sum  of  £154,  in  discharge 
of  an  order  by  said  Ely  for  said  Morgan,  14th  March,  1776, 
for  so  much  borrowed  and  received  for  the  use  of  his  (said 
Ely's)  Company,  and  to  be  accounted  for  by  him,  on  set- 
tlement of  his  account  and  Pay-Roils.  And  also  voted  an 
Order  in  like  manner  on  said  Ely's  account,  in  favour  of 
Samuel  Shethor,  for  the  sum  of  £30,  for  so  much  borrowed 
of  him  by  said  Ely,  for  the  use  aforesaid,  and  to  be  account- 
ed for  as  aforesaid,  in  discharge  of  said  Ely's  Order  for  said 
Shethor,  dated  18th  March,  1776.  (Said  two  Ordei-s  given 
to  Mr.  Lane.) 

Captains  Mc  Cleave  and  Tinker,  of  the  Row  Galleys 
Whiting  and  Crane,  were  present,  &z.c.,  to  consult  about  the 
manning  them,  &ic. 

Voted,  That  the  three  Galleys  be  furnished  and  manned 
with  fifty  men  each,  including  Officers. 
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Voted,  That  tliere  be  one  Captain,  two  Licutonants,  one 
Master,  one  Gunner,  one  Mate,  one  Steward,  two  Sergeants 
of  Marines,  two  Corporals  of  Marines,  one  Boatswain,  one 
Drummer,  one  Fifer,  one  Cooic,  one  Carpenter's  Mate,  one 
Surgeon,  one  Mate  at  £4.  And,  after  nine  o'clock,  dis- 
missed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour;  &£.c.,  in  the  morning,  at 
Hartford,  Friday,  June  7,  1776,  Present: 

His  Honour  the  Governour  and  the  rest,  as  at  the  last 
meeting :     Considered   the  Wajres  and  allowances  of  the 
Officei-s  and  Men  for  the  Row  Galleys. 

Voted,  That  the  pay  of  a  Captain  of  said  Galleys  shall 
be  £7  per  calendar  month  ;    and  that  they  be  allowed 
a  premium  of  one-and-a-half  per  cent,  for  paying  their 
crews,       -.......----      £7     0 

The  pay  of  the  Lieutenants  (the  Second  Lieu- 
tenant to  be  Lieutenant  of  Marines)  to  be  £.5  per 

month,  both         10     0 

The  Master  to  be  £5  per  month,  -  -  -  -  5  0 
One  Gunner,  £4  10  per  month,  -  •  -  .  4  10 
One  Gunner's  Mate,  £3  4  per  month,  -  -  3  4 
One  Boatswain,  £.3  per  month,  ...  -  30 
One  Clerk,  £3  12  per  month,  -----  3  12 
One  Steward,  £3  per  month,    -----         30 

One  Cook,  £2  14  per  month, 2  14 

One  Carpenter's  Mate,  with  necessary  Tools,  -         3     4 
Two  Sergeants,  at  £2  8  per  month,    -     -     -         4  16 
Two  Corporals,  at  £2  4  per  month,   -     -     -         4     8 
One  Surgeon,  per  month,      ------         40 

Able  Seamen,  per  month,     ------         28 

Able  Marines,  per  month,    ------         20 
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Voted,  That  the  Officers  and  Marines  shall  receive  one 
month's  advance  Wages  on  their  inlistment ;  and  voted  that 
the  sum  of  £129  I2s.  be  advanced  and  drawn  for  to  the 
Captains  of  said  Galleys,  to  enable  them  to  pay  said  ad- 
vanced Wages.  (Said  three  Orders  drawn  and  delivered 
them  respectively.) 

Voted,  and  established  the  form  of  an  Inlistment. 

Voted,  That  the  Governour  be  desired  to  give  proper 
Commissions  to  the  Officers,  in  form  of  the  land  service, 
nearly  mutatis  mutandis. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Stanton  proceed  without  delay  on 
board  his  Galley,  and  carry  such  Stores  as  Captain  Bill 

shall  ship,  and  deliver  to  (^aptain ,  at  Saybrook, 

for  the  use  of  the  Ship  building  at  Haydon's  yard,  and  re- 
turn, as  soon  as  may  be,  to  enlist  Men  and  fit  his  Galley, 

&.C. 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  for  Mr.  Nathaniel  Shaw, 
for  £200,  to  be  accounted  for  by  him  in  his  account  with 
the  Colony.  (Order  delivered  Mr.  Ledyard,  at  Hartford; 
and  adjourned  until  the  rising  of  the  House  at  noon.) 

At  noon  met  again. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Shaw's  above,  Mr.  L,  says,  is  on  Captain 
Harding's  account :  and  voted  an  Order  of  £200  be  drawn 
in  favour  of  Captain  Ephraim  Bill,  to  be  accounted  for  by 
him,  as  he  was  Overseer  of  building  the  Colony  ship  at  Say- 
brook.     (Order  delivered  Colonel  Huntington.) 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  in 
favour  of  Captain  John  Dcshon,  as  Commissary  of  the  Com- 
panies stationed  at  New-London,  for  the  sum  of  £500,  to 
be  accounted  for  by  him  on  settlement  of  his  account.  (Or- 
der given  ;  delivered  at  Hartford.) 


GENERAL    WARD    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  June  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  is  the  invoice  of  the  ordnance  stores  which 
I  have  forwarded  to  Norwich,  to  the  care  of  Captain  Hun- 
tington, to  be  forwarded  from  thence  by  him  to  New-  York, 
agreeable  to  General  Putnam's  request  in  his  letter  to  me 
of  the  24th  of  May.  All  those  articles  were  taken  in  the 
ship  Hope,  lately  brought  into  this  harbour  by  Captain 
Mugford. 

I  am,  your  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  General  Washington. 


Invoice  of  Ordnance  Stores  forwarded  to  Captain  Hunt- 
ington, at  Norwich /or  the  Army  at  New-York,  viz: 
Powder,  five  hundred  barrels. 
Carbines  complete,  five  hundred. 
Sand-bags,  (bushel,)  five  thousand. 
Sand-bags,  (half-bushel,)  five  thousand. 
Musket  Ball,  two  tons. 
Carpenters'  Tools,  tiirec  chests. 
One  case  Hand-saws,  containing  forty-two. 
One  case  Hand-hanmiei's,  containing  fifty. 
Ten  casks  of  Bill-hooks. 

Two  casks  Felling-Axes  ;  two  casks  Broad-Axe^. 
Thirteen  casks  Hatchets. 
Six  casks  24d.  Nails. 
One  cask  5-inch   Spikes ;   three  casks  6-inch   Spikes ; 

one  cask  7-inch  Spikes;  two  casks  8|-inch  Spikes. 
Iron-shod  Shovels,  three  hundred  and  forty-one. 
Iron  Shovels,  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine. 
Spades,  one  thousand. 
Mantelets,  one  hundred. 


MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEJIBLY   TO    THEIR    DELEGATES    IN    CON- 
GRESS. 

Watertown,  June  6,  177(). 

Gentlemen:  At  the  same  time  that  we  think  oui-selves 
obliged  to  acknowledge  the  vigilance  and  care  of  our  Dele- 
gates to  the  defence  of  our  Colony,  and  the  attention  of  the 
Congress  to  an  impartial  defence  of  every  part  of  the  United 
Colonies,  in  the  late  provision  made  for  the  Massachusetts, 
by  their  resolve  for  adding  three  more  battalions  to  those 
left  for  the  defence  of  it, — we  conceive  it  necessary  to  in- 
form you  that  we  think  it  will  be  very  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  raise  the  battalions  proposed  to  be  raised  here 
without  some  additional  encouragement.  We  are  sensible 
of  the  importance  and  necessity  of  raising  them.  We  are 
willing  to  give  every  encouragement  in  our  power  to  effect 
it.  We  know  of  no  encouragement  but  by  a  bounty ;  but 
yet  dare  not  venture  on  such  a  measure  without  some  assur- 
ances that  such  a  step  would  be  agreeable  to  Congress. 
You  will  therefore  please  to  give  us  the  sense  of  Congress 
on  this  subject,  or  such  assurances  of  approbation  of  Con- 
gress, if  we  should  adopt  the  measure,  as  we  may  rely  on. 
We  request  this  to  be  done  as  soon  as  possible,  that  the 
necessary  steps  for  raising  the  battalions  may  be  taken  and 
executed  with  the  despatch  that  the  situation  of  this  Colony 
requires.  We  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  our  ap- 
probation of  the  promotion  of  Generals  Gates  and  Mifflin, 
and  our  wishes  that  they  may  be  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  troops  here. 

We  will  return,  agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  Congress,  a  list 
of  Field -Officers  as  soon  as  it  can  be  prepared.  We  should 
be  glad  to  be  informed  of  the  extent  of  the  encouragement 
Congress  would  be  willing  to  give,  and  if  they  would  dis- 
approve of  any  addition  this  Colony  may  think  necessary  to 
make.* 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  HOWE  TO  LORD 
GEORGE  GERMAINE,  DATED  HALIFAX,  JUNE  7,  1776. 

On  the  11th  of  May  I  had  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's 
despatches  of  the  28th  March,  by  the  Despenccr  packet, 
with  duplicates  of  the  1st  and  7th  February,  the  originals 
of  which  were  delivered  by  Captain  Dickson,  commanding 
the  Greyhound  frigate,  on  the  16th  following. 

I  have  suffered  the  most  sensible  mortification  by  being 
so  long  detained  at  this  place ;  but  the  late  arrivals  of  the 
provision  siiips,  and  the  repairing  of  those  included  in  the 
number  requisite  for  transporting  the  troops  (a  return  of 
which  was  forwarded  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury  in  my  despatch  of  the  8th  May)  have  made  an 
earlier  removal  impracticable. 

The  troops,  however,  are  at  length  embarked,  waiting 
only  for  favourable  weather  to  proceed  to  Sandy-Hook,  in 
the  early  operations  there,  I  shall  have  the  closest  attention 
to  the  reinforcements  daily  expected,  and  not  hazard  any 

•Is  THE  House  or  Rkpresextatites,  June  6,  1776. — Read,  and 
ordered  to  be  sent  immediately  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress, 

Sent  up  for  concurrence.  J.  Warken,  Speaker. 

la  CouaciL,  June  6,  1776.     Read  and  concurred. 

JoH.v  Lowell,  Deputy  Secretary  P.  T. 
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disadvantageous  attacks.  In  this  idea,  I  at  present  think  it 
will  be  most  advisable  to  make  a  landing  upon  Long-Island, 
in  order  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  shipping  into  the  har- 
bour, which  can  only  be  elfected  by  the  possession  of  a 
commanding  height  near  Brooklyn,  said  to  be  fortified. 
Should  the  enemy  offer  battle  in  the  open  field,  we  must 
not  decline  it ;  and  from  the  liigh  order  the  troops  are  now 
in,  I  have  every  reason  to  flatter  myself  with  success,  which 
once  obtained,  and  prosecuted  immediately  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  reinforcements,  would  not  fail  to  have  the  most  intimi- 
dating effects  upon  the  minds  of  those  deluded  people. 

When  General  Clinton  joins  the  Army,  to  which  purpose 
I  have  written  to  him  consonant  to  the  orders  he  will  have 
received  from  your  Lordship,  (a  copy  of  which  you  were 
pleased  to  transmit  to  me,)  if  we  should  not  find  our  strength 
sufficient  to  afford  a  division  of  the  Army  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  the  Hessians,  we  may  nevertheless  proceed  to 
force  the  rebels  from  the  island  of  New-  York,  or  to  such 
other  operation  as  may  be  deemed  most  conducive  to  his 
Majesty's  service.  But  General  Clinton  must  have  a  part 
of  the  Hessians  with  him  on  the  side  of  Rhode-Island,  and 
a  personal  communication  with  General  De  Heister  will 
arrange  their  business  more  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties 
than  could  be  done  se[)arately  or  by  letter,  to  meet  him  upon 
the  coast.  The  Admiral,  therefore,  at  my  request,  has  sent 
orders  to  the  cruisers  not  only  off"  Rhode-Island,  but  to  all 
others  on  the  northern  coast,  to  direct  the  troops  from  Eu- 
rope to  proceed  \o New-York,  from  whence  they  may  more 
distinctly  be  ordered  to  their  several  destinations  for  the 
operations  of  the  campaign.  And  that  no  time  may  be  lost 
in  disposing  the  troops  for  action  after  the  arrival  of  the  fleet 
at  New-York,  I  intend  to  proceed  in  a  frigate  to  Sandy- 
Hook,  that  I  may  have  the  advantage  of  communicating  with 
Governour  Tryon,  for  obtaining  the  best  information  of  the 
state  of  the  Rebel  Army  in  the  environs  of  that  place,  and 
that  I  may  be  ready  to  receive  the  Hessians,  in  case  of  their 
arrival  before  the  fleet  from  hence. 

My  best  endeavours  shall  be  employed  to  engage  the 
assistance  of  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  I  hope, 
by  the  influence  of  Colonel  Guy  Johnson,  to  make  them 
useful. 

Admiral  Shuldham  having  sent  me  the  copy  of  a  letter  he 
has  lately  received  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  relative  to  the  transports  being  taken  from  under 
the  orders  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  land  forces,  I 
beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Lordship  that  I  apprehend 
such  a  disposal  of  them  will  greatly  impede  the  service,  from 
the  necessity  the  land  officer  must  be  under  of  making  appli- 
cations to  the  Admiral  on  every  movement  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  troops,  and  for  a  variety  of  services  needless  to 
point  out  to  your  I^ordship :  wherefore,  I  am  hopeful  I  may 
not  receive  any  order  for  a  change  in  the  present  command 
over  them. 

The  advanced  rank  which  the  King  has  been  pleased  to 
confer  upon  the  General  Officers  serving  in  this  country  is 
received  by  those  here  with  the  highest  sense  of  the  most 
dutiful  respect  for  his  Majesty's  Royal  attention,  and  by  no 
one  more  gratefully  than  myself.  I  shall  not  fail  to  com- 
municate to  Lieutenant-General  Clinton  his  Majesty's  par- 
ticular regard  to  the  seniority  of  his  rank,  which  would  have 
placed  him  second  in  command  in  Canada,  had  he  not  been 
previously  employed  to  the  southward. 

My  last  intelligence  from  that  quarter  was  dated  the  28th 
April,  and  as  five  or  six  transports  had  then  arrived,  I  must 
conclude  the  whole  force  is  collected  there  before  this  time. 

The  Forty-Seventh  Regiment  not  being  included  in  your 
Ijordship's  distribution  of  troops  destined  for  Canada,  I  shall 
presume  it  may  now  remain  in  the  place  of  the  Thirty- 
Third,  but  shall  pay  due  obedience  to  the  orders  for  Lord 
Cornwallis's  serving  in  that  Army.  The  Sixth  Regiment 
cannot  be  employed  early  in  the  campaign,  as  I  shall  not 
have  it  in  my  power  to  send  transports  for  them  until  after 
my  arrival  at  Neiv-Yoi'k. 

The  Rebel  prisoners  are  returned  in  the  Greyhound,  and 
1  shall  use  my  endeavours  to  follow  your  I^ordship's  direc- 
tions respecting  them,  and  others  in  the  same  predicament. 

It  is  with  concern  I  am  to  advise  your  Lordship  of  another 
ordnance  store-ship,  named  the  Hope,  being  taken  in  Bos- 
ton-Bay. She  had  a  large  proportion  of  intrenching  tools 
on  board,  and  it  is  said  fifteen  hundred  barrels  of  powder. 

The  appointment  of  Lord  Howe  to  the  chief  command 


in  the  Naval  Department  upon  this  extensive  coast,  is  a 
circumstance  that  could  not  Aiil  to  give  me  the  highest  satis- 
faction ;  and  I  promise  myself  from  his  experience  every 
assistance  that  can  be  given  in  the  prosecution  of  the  con- 
junct war  we  are  now  entering  upon. 


LOOSE    THOUGHTS    ON    GOVERWMENT. 

In  whatever  situation  we  take  a  view  of  man,  wiiather 
ranging  the  forests  in  the  rude  state  of  his  primeval  existence, 
or  in  the  smooth  situation  of  polished  society  ;  wheresoever 
we  place  him — on  the  burning  sands  of  Africa,  the  freezing 
coasts  of  Labrador,  or  the  more  congenial  climes  of  the  tem- 
perate zones — we  shall  everywhere  find  him  the  same  com- 
plex being,  a  slave  to  his  passions,  and  tossed  and  agitated 
by  a  thousand  disagreeing  virtues  and  discordant  vices. 

To  correct  this  freedom  and  versatility  of  his  nature,  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  violences  which  must  take  place  from  this 
disordered  state  of  his  reign,  and  to  separate  his  virtues  from 
his  vices,  and  call  them  forth  into  action,  men  find  it  neces- 
sary either  to  submit  to  the  casual  rule  of  superior  abilities, 
or,  by  arranging  themselves  into  societies,  to  establish  forms 
and  regulations  for  the  good  of  the  whole.  These  forms 
and  regulations  admit  of  a  very  great  variety;  but  whether 
they  be  derived  from  the  casual  subordination,  or  the  posi- 
tive institutions  of  men,  this  is  still  a  leading  principle  in  them 
all,  "  That  the  people  have  at  all  times  a  right,  from  the 
sacred  and  unalienable  Charter  of  the  Almighty,  to  change 
or  alter  the  Government  under  which  they  live,  where  those 
changes  and  alterations  tend  to  the  general  good  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  happiness  of  its  members." 

But  where  is  this  general  good,  this  national  felicity,  to 
be  found  ?  It  is  more  than  probable  that  it  will  be  found, 
in  the  greatest  proportion,  in  that  society  which  best  secures 
the  observance  of  justice,  which  inspires  and  preserves  the 
virtue  of  its  members,  and  which  actually  engages  them  in 
the  exercise  of  their  best  talents  and  happiest  dispositions. 

The  security  to  justice  is  the  political  liberty  of  the  State, 
promulgated  by  its  laws,  which  relates  to  the  supreme  power 
and  the  subject,  and  is  the  object  of  political  law  ;  or  from 
the  subject  to  one  another,  and  is  the  object  of  civil  and 
criminal  law.  This  political  liberty  will  always  be  most 
perfect  where  the  laws  have  derogated  least  from  the  origi- 
nal right  of  men — the  right  to  equality,  which  is  adverse  to 
every  species  of  subordination  beside  that  which  arises  fhim 
the  difTerence  of  capacity,  disposition,  and  virtue.  It  is  this 
sense  of  equality  which  gives  to  every  man  a  right  to  frame 
and  execute  his  own  laws,  which  alone  can  secure  the  ob- 
servance of  justice,  and  diffuse  equal  and  substantial  liberty 
to  the  people ;  for  those  laws  must  necessarily  be  the  most 
perfect  which  are  dictated  or  corrected  by  the  sense  of 
parties  in  one  capacity,  to  whom  they  are  to  be  applied  in 
another.  Hence  that  fundamental  maxim  in  all  just  Govern- 
ments, that  the  law-makers  must  never  be  above  the  law ; 
and  hence  arises  the  horrour  of  that  idolatrous  paramount 
superiority  of  Kings,  which  is  the  government  of  force,  and 
the  subversion  of  all  law.  It  is  this  principle  of  equality, 
this  right,  which  is  inherent  in  every  member  of  the  com- 
munity, to  give  his  own  consent  to  the  laws  by  which  he  is 
to  be  bound,  which  alone  can  inspire  and  preserve  the  virtue 
of  its  members,  by  placing  them  in  a  relation  to  the  publick 
and  to  their  fellow-citizens,  which  has  a  tendency  to  engage 
the  heart  and  afliections  to  both.  Men  love  the  community 
in  which  they  are  treated  with  justice,  and  in  which  they 
meet  with  considerations  proportioned  to  the  proofs  they  give 
of  ability  and  good  intentions.  They  love  those  with  whom 
they  live  on  terms  of  equality,  and  under  a  sense  of  com- 
mon interests.  It  engages  them  in  the  exercise  of  their  best 
talents  and  happiest  dispositions,  for  the  Government  and 
defence  of  their  country  are  the  best  and  noblest  occupations 
of  men.  They  lead  to  the  exercise  of  the  greatest  virtues 
and  most  respectable  talents,  which  is  the  greatest  blessing 
that  any  institution  can  bestow.  Thrice  happy  is  that  peo- 
ple where  the  members  at  large  may  be  entrusted  with 
their  own  Government  and  defence  ;  but,  alas  !  such  are  the 
limited  powers  of  men  that  this  equal  and  perfect  system  of 
legislation  is  seldom  to  be  found  in  the  world,  and  can  only 
take  place  in  small  communities ;  for  whenever  the  society 
becomes  numerous  or  extensive,  the  privilege  of  legislation 
in  a  collective  capacity,  from  the  impracticability  of  con- 
vening, must  unavoidably  and  necessarily  cease. 
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To  remedy  this  evil,  a  inetliod  has  been  embraced  of  de- 
puting Representatives  from  the  people  at  large.  Several 
requisites,  however,  are  necessary  to  render  this  representa- 
tion adequate  to  the  trust.  It  ought  to  be  full,  equal,  free; 
and  as  it  is,  at  best,  but  a  species  of  aristocracy,  it  is  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  guard  against  the  evils  whicii  are 
attendant  on  this  form  of  Government.  And  its  power  should 
be  purely  legislative. 

A  full  representation  is  necessary  to  render  the  influence 
of  bribery  and  art  more  difficult.  The  propriety  of  an  equal 
representation  must  occur  to  every  one  who  does  not  wish 
10  irive  an  undue  influence  to  some  parts  of  the  community 
over  others.  This  may  be  obtained  in  either  of  two  ways, 
by  the  number  of  freeholders,  or  by  the  quantity  of  land ; 
but  as  in  countries  that  are  rapidly  increasing  in  population, 
the  number  of  freeholders  must  be  perpetually  varying,  the 
method  by  the  number  of  acres  must  be  the  easiest  and  most 
permanent ;  and  as  our  lands  become  divided  into  more 
hands,  every  year  will  increase  the  perfection  of  this  kind 
of  representation,  especially,  too,  if  we  put  an  end  to  propri- 
etaries, entails,  and  other  monopolies  of  lands,  those  remains 
of  ancient  tyranny,  which  will  always  be  incompatible  with 
the  spirit  of  equality  and  right  Government.  The  freedom 
of  election  is  necessary  for  the  well-being  of  the  laws  and 
the  liberties  of  the  State,  which  would  otlierwise  fall  a  sacri- 
fice to  the  altars  of  bribery  and  corruption  and  party  spirit. 
To  this  end,  the  Representatives  should  be  the  unbiased 
choice  of  the  people,  by  ballot,  in  which  no  man  should 
make  interest,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  for  himself  or  his 
friend,  under  the  penalty  of  a  heavy  fine,  and  an  exclusion 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  forever;  for  it  is  gene- 
rally found  that  the  people  will  choose  right  if  left  to  them- 
selves. To  check  the  aristocratick  principle,  whicii  always 
inclines  to  tyranny,  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  the  Repre- 
sentatives dependant  on  the  people  by  annual  elections ; 
and  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  a  further  improvement  to 
establish  a  limited  kind  of  rotation,  as  a  sure  and  certain 
means  of  diffusing  the  Government  into  more  hands,  and 
training  up  a  greater  number  of  able  statesmen. 

But  as  even  under  these  restrictions  an  overgrown  popu- 
larity may  be  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  State,  or  an 
arbitrary  representative  body  may  find  means  of  imposing 
partial  temporary  laws  on  the  people,  it  will  be  expedient 
to  erect  a  second  legislative  power,  independent  of  the  first, 
or  House  of  Representatives,  consisting  of  a  small  number 
of  the  ablest  men  in  the  nation,  whose  right  it  shall  be  to 
have  a  negative  on  the  lower  House.  These  may  consist 
of  twelve,  elected  by  a  Committee  of  twenty-one  in  each 
County,  chosen  by  the  people  for  that  purpose.  This  mode 
of  election  will  obviate  the  inconveniences  of  a  choice  by 
the  people  at  large,  and  remove  the  absurdity  of  leaving  it 
to  the  House  of  Representatives ;  for  as  they  would  be  the 
mere  creatures  of  that  body,  they  must  necessarily  be  sub- 
servient to  their  will  and  pleasure. 

A  third  power  must  also  be  established,  unconnected  with 
legislation,  and  independent  of  either  of  the  two  branches, 
whose  business  shall  be  wholly  executive  of  the  political 
laws  of  the  State.  This  power  should  be  lodged  in  one 
person  only,  for  the  advantage  of  despatch  and  execution  of 
business,  chosen  out  of  the  upper  House  of  the  Legislature 
by  a  majority  of  votes  from  the  Committees,  to  be  aided 
and  assisted  by  the  upper  House  in  all  cases  of  emergencies 
not  sufficiently  provided  for  by  the  laws.  This  office  should 
be  unconnected  with  the  powers  of  legislation,  for  it  is  a 
solecism  in  politicks  to  invest  the  different  powers  of  legis- 
lation and  the  execution  of  the  laws  in  the  same  hands ; 
and  as  this  power  will  be  a  trust  of  the  first  importance,  and 
the  most  dangerous  to  liberty,  it  will  be  indispensably  pru- 
dent to  fill  it  up  in  rotation. 

To  all  these  different  departments  of  Government,  as  well 
as  to  all  others,  such  moderate  salaries  ought  to  be  aflixed 
as  to  place  the  sense  of  publick  virtue  higher  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  people  than  the  thirst  of  gain  ;  and  lastly,  an 
independent  Court  of  Judicature  should  be  established  for 
civil  and  criminal  mattei-s,  to  whom  every  member  in  the 
State  ought  to  be  subject,  even  unto  death. 

Such  an  arrangement  of  the  powers  of  Government  will 
erect  different  orders  of  men,  who,  like  parties  in  the  State, 
wdl  mutually  watch  and  restrain  the  partialities  to  which 
any  particular  party  or  interest  may  incline,  and  thus  esta- 
blish a  Government  which  is  most  likely  to  inspire,  preserve, 


and  exercise  the  virtues  of  its  members,  and  enforce  a  strict 
obedience  to  the  laws,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  politi- 
cal liberty  and  national  felicity ;  and  thus,  too,  will  all  go- 
vernment be  ultimately  in  the  liands  of  the  people,  whose 

right  it  is.  ^^ 

Uemocraticus. 

Williamsburgh,  Virginia,  June  7,  1776. 


B.  JOHNSON  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Fredericktown,  June  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  enclosed  is  a  list  of  three  companies 
which  remain  uncommissioned  in  my  battalion.  Captain 
MackaU's  and  Captain  Poe's  have  been  made  up  since  the 
battalion  was  formed,  and  by  the  Committee  appropriated 
to  the  Thirty-Fourth  Battalion.  Captain  Frazer  was  First 
Lieutenant  to  Captain  Luclceti's  company.  As  Captain 
Luckett  was  removed  by  his  apjiointmont,  they  have  made 
him  Captain,  and  so  have  raised  the  whole  of  the  officers, 
and  made  the  First  Sergeant  Ensign.  You  will  be  pleased 
to  have  the  commissions  made  out,  and  sent  as  soon  as  con- 
venient. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  Johnson. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

List  of  Companies. 

James  McKall  Captain,  Ralph  Rusco  First  Lieutenant, 
Benjamin  Thomas  Second  Lieutenant,  Leonard  Tunley 
Ensign. 

George  Poe  Captain,  Benjamin  Eastbum  First  Lieute- 
nant, Elias  fVilliake  Second  Lieutenant,  Theobald  Williake 
Ensign. 

Thomas  Frazer  Captain,  Basil  Beall  First  Lieutenant, 
John  Frasher  Second  Lieutenant,  Conrad  Strieker  Ensign. 


council  of  MARYLAND. 

At  the  Goveraour's,  Friday,  June  7,  1776. 

Present,  His  Excellency  the  Governour,  and  the  Honour- 
able Benedict  Calvert,  Daniel  Dulany,  John  Ridout,  Daniel 
of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  William  Hayward,  P.  Thomas 
Lee,  and  Benjamin  Ogle,  Esquires. 

His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Board,  that 
he  had  called  this  meeting  to  inform  them  of  his  intention 
of  very  shortly  leaving  this  Province ;  and  to  request  their 
attention  to  the  form  of  Government  (during  the  absence  of 
the  Governour  from  the  Province)  as  prescribed  by  the  act 
of  Assembly  of  1716. 

As  this  Board  has  never  had  before  them,  in  their  capacity 
as  Counsellor,  the  several  circumstances  that  at  this  time 
oblige  his  Excellency  to  depart  from  the  Province,  he  thinks 
it  right  to  lay  before  them  the  whole  thereof,  in  the  time  and 
manner  they  occurred,  with  every  part  of  his  own  conduct, 
for  their  consideration ;  and  as  they  will  see  that  he  is  ne- 
cessitated to  leave  this  Government,  and  does  not  do  it  from 
choice,  (the  alternative  of  continuing  here  being  inadmis- 
sible,) his  Excellency  therefore  requests  the  Board  to  pro- 
portion the  salary  by  them,  during  the  stoppage  of  trade, 
recommended  to  be  paid  him  by  the  Agent,  betwixt  the 
President  during  his  absence,  and  himself,  as  also  the  fees 
that  may  arise  on  the  Great  Seal  and  Marriage  Licenses. 

His  Excellency  was  pleased  further  to  acquaint  the  Board, 
that  a  seizure  was  made  upon  Chesapeake  Bay,  within  the 

Government  of  Virginia,  on  or  about  the day  of , 

of  some  letters,  directed  to  him  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  England,  by  a  vessel  fitted  out  at  Hampton,  commanded 
by  one  Barron,  whicii  letters  were  sent  up  from  Virginia 
to  Baltimore,  and  from  thence  to  the  Council  of  Safety, 
after  keeping  them  two  or  three  days ;  that  his  Excellency 
was  informed  of  this  seizure  two  days  after  it  was  made, 
and  expected  his  letters  to  be  sent  up  to  the  Council  of 
Safety  here,  or  to  the  Congress,  but  that  he  was  under  no 
apprehension  of  their  containing  anything  to  prejudice  him, 
whatever  official  intelligence  might  be  got  from  them. 

That  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  of  April  last,  Messrs.  Car- 
roll and  Hall,  from  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  Mr.  Paca, 
of  the  Congress,  waited  on  his  Excellency  with  the  letters 
that  had  been  sent  to  them  from  the  Baltimore  Committee, 
who  had  them  from  Williamsburgh,  consisting  of  copies  of 
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intercepted  letters  of  Lord  George  Germaim's,  to  his  Ex- 
cellency— one  of  the  19th  of  November  \?.s\.,  and  two,  both 
of  the  23d  o(  December ;  one  of  which,  seeming  to  disclose 
something  of  a  confidential  correspondence,  was  thought  of 
so  dangerous  a  nature  that  it  ought  to  be  explained. 

The  two  Letters  necessary  to  mention  here,  are  as  fol- 
lows, (Nos.  2  and  3.) 

[•'  Circular.] 
["No.  2.]  Whitehall,  December  23,  1775. 

"Sir:  The  King  being  determined,  in  concurrence  with 
Parliament,  to  pursue  the  most  vigorous  measures  for  re- 
ducing his  rebellious  subjects  in  Aorth  America  to  obe- 
dience, and  for  restoring  loyal  Government,  has  given  the 
royal  signature  to  .the  enclosed  act,  which  I  am  commanded 
by  his  Majesty  to  transmit  to  you ;  and  at  the  same  time  to 
signify  to  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  you  do  exhort  all 
persons  upon  whom  the  execution  of  this  law  shall  depend, 
to  pay  a  due  attention  thereto,  and  to  use  their  best  en- 
deavours for  carrying  the  i)rovisions  of  it  into  effect ;  and  I 
trust  that  when  his  Majesty's  deluded  subjects  in  the  afore- 
said Colonies  are  better  apprized  of  the  fatal  consequence 
of  the  conduct  they  have  adopted,  and  see  the  determined 
spirit  of  the  nation  to  maintain  its  constitutional  rights,  they 
will  avail  themselves  of  the  means  which  the  justice  and 
benevolence  of  the  supreme  legislature  have  held  out  to 
them,  of  being  restored  to  the  King's  grace  and  peace,  and 
that  a  happy  and  lasting  reconciliation  and  union  will  be 
effected. 

"  And  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you  that,  in 
order  to  accelerate  this  desirable  object,  the  proper  steps 
have  been  taken  for  passing  a  commission  under  the  great 
seal,  in  conformity  to  the  last  section  but  one  of  that  act, 
and  that  a  Commissioner  or  Commissioners,  to  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  will  have  full  power  to  inquire  into  the 
state  and  condition  of  all  the  Colonies,  and  to  confer  with 
proper  persons  upon  such  points  as  may  be  necessary  for 
effecting  a  restoration  of  the  publick  tranquillity. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"George  Germaine. 
"  To  Robert  Eden,  Esq.,  Deputy-Governour  o{ 31aryland." 

"  A  true  copy : 

"J.  Pendleton,  C.  C.  Safety  for  Virginia. 

"  True  copy :         G.  Duvall,  Clerk." 
["  No.  3.]  Whitehall,  December  23,  1775. 

"  Sir  :  It  was  not  till  the  27th  of  November  that  your 
despatch  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  of  the  27th  of  August,  was 
received  here,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  laying  it  before  the 
King.  And  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Majesty  to  ex- 
press to  you  his  Majesty's  approbation  of  your  zeal  for  the 
publick  service,  and  of  the  unalterable  attachment  you  have 
shown  to  his  person  and  Government,  from  the  first  com- 
mencement of  the  present  unhappy  disputes,  which  have 
involved  his  Majesty's  faithful  servants  in  the  Colonies  in 
difficulties  and  distress  that  are  only  to  be  equalled  by  the 
fortitude  with  which  they  are  borne. 

"Your  letter  contains  a  great  deal  of  very  useful  infor- 
mation, and  your  confidential  communication  of  the  cha- 
racters of  individuals,  more  especially  of  such  as  come  over 
into  England,  is  of  great  advantage ;  and  you  may  rest  as- 
sured that  every  possible  precaution  will  be  used  that  no 
part  of  your  letter  shall  transpire. 

"  An  armament,  consisting  of  seven  regiments  and  a 
fleet  of  frigates  and  small  ships,  is  now  in  readiness  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Southern  Colonies,  in  order  to  attempt  the  re- 
storation of  legal  Government  in  that  part  of  America.  It 
will  proceed,  in  the  first  place,  to  North-Carolina,  and  from 
thence  either  to  South- Carolina  or  Virginia,  as  circum- 
stances of  greater  or  less  advantage  shall  point  out :  if  to 
the  latter,  it  may  have  very  important  consequences  to  the 
Colony  under  your  government,  and  therefore  you  will  do 
well  to  consider  of  every  measure  by  which  you  may,  in 
conjunction  with  Lord  Dunmore,  give  facility  and  assistance 
to  its  operations. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  George  Germaine. 
"  To  Robert  Eden,  Esq.,  Deputy-Governour  of  Maryland." 

"  Copy : 

"  J.  Pendleton,  C.  C.  Safety  for  Virginia." 


That  the  gentlemen  requested  to  see  the  copy  of  his  Ex- 
cellency's letter  of  the  27th  of  August,  which  he  could  not 
gratify  them  in,  having  sent  all  his  letters  and  copies  to  the 
end  of  last  September  to  England,  and  not  kept  any  since. 
They  then  wished  his  Excellency  to  give  his  parole  not  to 
leave  the  Province  until  the  Convention  was  to  meet,  which 
he  declined,  but  promised  they  should  find  him  at  home  the 
next  day  at  twelve  o'clock  ;  on  which  day  he  sent  for  the 
above-mentioned  gentlemen,  about  eleven  o'clock,  and  was 
waited  upon  by  C.  Carroll,  E^q.,  Barrister,  and  W.  Paca, 
Esq.,  to  whom  he  gave  the  following  Letter: 

[■'  No.  4.]  Annapolis,  April  17,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  However  unwelcome  might  be  your  er- 
rand, your  polite  behaviour  to  me  yesterday  merits  my  ac- 
knowledgments ;  and  on  mature  consideration  of  the  pro- 
j)osal  yon  made  to  me,  I  find  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  tell 
you  that  I  will  not  accord  to  it ;  nor  can  I,  whilst  I  act  in 
any  degree  as  Governour  of  this  Province,  give  my  parole 
to  walk  about  in  it  a  prisoner  at  large,  under  any  obligation 
whatever:  the  necessity  must  be  obvious  of  my  ceasing  to 
act  as  Governour,  should  I  become  a  prisoner. 

"  Neither  will  I,  voluntarily,  give  you  any  satisfaction  on 
that  head,  further  than  that  I  had,  and  have  no  intention, 
during  these  times,  of  leaving  the  Province,  whilst  my  con- 
tinuing here  can,  in  my  own  opinion,  preserve  its  tranquil- 
lity. My  resolution  was,  as  the  letters  you  have  of  mine 
show,  to  continue  here  whilst  I  could  serve  the  Province ; 
nor  shall  the  indignity  now  offered  me  alter  it. 

"  I  shall  persevere  in  my  line  of  duty,  by  what  I  think 
the  rule  of  right ;  but  not  without  some  chagrin  at  knowino- 
myself,  unmeritedly  the  object  of  suspicion,  although  I  have 
the  satisfaction  to  think  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  most 
respectable  pei-sons  in  the  Province  entertain  a  very  different 
opinion  of  me  than  is  to  be  inferred  from  your  proposed 
arrest. 

"  May  I  not  challenge  you  to  say  to  the  world  if  any 
troops  have  arrived  at,  or  any  hostile  measures  been  pro- 
ceeded in,  against  this  Province,  from  any  request  of  mine, 
or  information  from  me,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ? 

"  I  have  above  told  you  my  resolution  of  continuing  in 
my  station  as  long  as  permitted,  or  the  ostensible  form  of 
the  established  Government  can  contribute  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  Province  ;  and  I  will  add  one  further  assurance, 
in  hopes  it  may  be  satisfactor}'  to  you,  that  as  your  Conven- 
tion is  to  meet  shortly,  they  shall  find  me  here,  and  willing 
to  continue  acting  in  the  same  line  I  have  hitherto  done,  so 
long  as  Maryland  can  reap  any  peaceful  benefit  from  my 
service,  provided  I  can  have  assurances  that  my  peaceable 
departure  shall  not  be  impeded  whenever  I  find  my  re- 
maining any  longer  here  unnecessary,  or  that  my  private 
affairs  at  home  indispensably  demand  my  return. 

"  Consistent  with  my  honour  and  insulted  station,  I  can- 
not add  more,  but  that,  if  made  a  prisoner,  I  shall  consider 
myself  treated  as  an  enemy,  and  such  a  proceeding  as  a 
breach  of  that  confidence  I  have  implicitly  reposed  in  you, 
which  I  thought  my  conduct  and  the  publick  declaration  of 
the  Convention  justified. 

"  I  am,  gendemen,  with  respect,  your  obedient  humble 

'  "  Robert  Eden. 

"To  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  John  Hall,  and   William 
Paca,  Esqs." 

His  Excellency  was  promised  an  answer  to  the  above 
letter  the  next  day. 

On  the  18th  day  of  April,  in  the  morning,  one  of  the 
Baltimore  privateer  boats  boarded  his  Excellency's,  which 
was  going  out  to  call  back  a  gentleman's  vessel  just  sailed 
from  hence,  which  they  also  took,  and  detained  them  both. 

Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  who  was  with  the 
troops  in  the  Baltimore  boat,  came  on  shore,  and  went  to 
C.  Carroll,  Esq.,  Barrister,  with  Mr.  Nicholson,  the  Cap- 
tain of  her;  when  Mr.  Smith  produced  Mr.  S.  Purviancc's 
order  for  seizing  his  Excellency,  and  Mr.  Robert  Smith, 
and  their  papers,  as  also  his  Excellency's  boat,  and  to  carry 
them  all  to  Baltimore ;  the  boat  was  set  at  liberty  that  eve- 
ning. The  same  evening  his  Excellency  received  an  an- 
swer to  his  letter,  which  is  as  follows : 

["No.  5.]  In  Council  of  Safety,  Annapolis,  April  18,  1776. 

"  Sir:  In  times  of  publick  distress  and  convulsion,  when 
a  free  people  are  threatened  with  a  deprivation  of  their 
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civil  liberty,  exertions  for  its  preservation,  influenced  by  its 
purest  principles,  and  conducted  with  all  possible  attention 
to  form  and  ceremony,  we  hope  will  not  be  considered 
as  an  indignity  or  insult  to  any  rank  or  station  in  the  com- 

munitv. 

'•  The  proceeding  which  your  Excellency  reprehends,  m 
your  letter  addressed  to  Charles  Carroll,  John  Hall,  and 
William  Paca,  Esqs.,  and  communicated  by  them  to  our 
Board,  arose  from  an  impression  that  we,  who  are  entrusted 
with  the  publick  safety,  should  pui-sue  with  vigilance  every 
effectual  measure,  though  the  danger  to  be  guarded  against 
may  rest  only  in  possibility. 

"The  intercepted  letters  from  Administration  to  your 
Excellency,  we  own,  furnish  grounds  for  conjecture  and  ap- 
prehension only  of  your  having  held  an  injurious  correspon- 
dence ;  and  whilst  we  reflect  on  the  general  tenour  of  your 
Excellency's  conduct,  the  friendly  disposition  you  have 
often  manifested,  and  the  several  favourable  and  impartial 
representations  you  have  made  to  Administration  of  the 
temper  and  principles  of  the  people  of  this  Province,  we 
sincerely  lament  that  the  necessity  of  the  times  (which  urge 
us  to  guard  against  every  possibility  of  danger)  forced  us 
to  a  measure  so  disagreeable  to,  and  which  may  prove  an 
unmerited  treatment  of  your  Excellency. 

"  We  acknowledge,  sir,  we  know  of  no  information  you 
have  given  Administration  countenancing  or  encouraging 
the  introduction  of  troops  into  this  Province ;  nor  do  we 
know  of  any  measures  whatever  to  have  been  concerted  or 
pursued  by  your  Excellency  injurious  to  this  Province,  or 
America. 

"  We  thank  your  Excellency  for  your  resolution  of  con- 
tinuing in  your  station  as  long  as  permitted,  or  the  ostensible 
form  of  the  established  Government  can  contribute  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  the  Province ;  and  we  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesce in  your  Excellency's  assurance,  that  as  the  Conven- 
tion is  shortly  to  meet,  they  shall  6nd  you  here. 

"  As  far  as  our  influence  extends  with  that  respectable 
body,  it  shall  not  be  wanting  to  remove  every  obstruc- 
tion to  your  peaceable  departure,  whenever  your  Excel- 
lency's continuance  here  shall  become  inconsistent  with 
your  instructions,  or  your  private  affairs  shall  demand  your 
return. 

"With  ardent  wishes  for  a  speedy  reconciliation  upon 
honourable  and  constitutional  terms,  we  have  the  honour  to 
be,  with  sincere  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
humble  servant.     By  order : 

"  Charles  Carroll,  V.  P. 

"  His  Excellency  Robert  Eden,  Esq.,  Govemour  of  Mary- 
land:' 

Afterwards,  the  gentlemen  waited  on  his  Excellency,  with 
Mr.  Hancock's  Letter  and  the  Resolve  of  the  Congress, 
which  are  to  the  following  amount :     (Nos.  6  and  7.) 

"  That  information  had  come  to  the  Congress  that  the 
Governour  carried  on  a  correspondence  with  the  Ministry 
highly  dangerous  to  American  liberty,  which  was  confirmed 
hy  some  letters  to  him  from  Lord  George  Germaine,  lately 
intercepted  and  sent  up  to  Virginia,  by  which  it  appears 
to  them  that  the  publick  safety  requires  his  person  and  pa- 
pers to  be  seized  ;  that  they  recommend  it  to  this  Council 
of  Safety  to  secure  him  and  them  immediately,  and  send 
them  to  Philadelphia ;  as  also  a  certain  Mr.  Ross,  who 
was  supposed  to  be  in  this  Province." 

Mr.  Hancock's  letter,  accompanying  and  enforcing  the 
said  earnest  request,  was  to  the  same  amount ;  but  the  Go- 
vernour not  being  favoured  whh  copies  of  the  letter  or  resolve, 
which  he  wished  to  have  had,  can  only  communicate  this 
from  memory. 

The  gentlemen  then  told  his  Excellency  that  the  Vir- 
ginia and  Baltimore  proceedings  had  been  such  towards 
them,  that  they  looked  on  them  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  this  ; 
that  they  were  satisfied  with  what  he  had  said,  and  in  that 
rehance  declined  complying  with  the  said  resolve,  intending 
to  write  fully  to  the  Congress  thereon.  His  Excellency 
gave  them  thanks  for  their  good  opinion  of  him,  hoping 
they  would  not  have  any  cause  to  repent  it.  The  Balti- 
more boats  went  home  that  same  day  by  order  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety. 

On  Saturday,  the  20th  of  April,  his  Excellency  sent  to 
the  Council  of  Safety  to  request  seeing  some  of  them. 
Messrs.  Carroll  and  Tilghman,  with  Mr.  Paca,  waited 


on  him  about  ten  o'clock,  when  he  voluntarily  gave  the  Pa-  • 
role  that  he  refused  before,  which  is  as  follows :     (No.  8.) 

"  Saturday  morning. 

"Gentlemen:  I  took  the  liberty  of  sending  for  you  this 
morning,  and  hope  the  motive  of  my  doing  so  will  not  be 
disagreeable. 

"  Your  polite  behaviour  to  me,  and  the  .confidence  you 
have  reposed  in  me,  which  evince  your  good  opinion  of  my 
past  and  present  conduct,  deserve  the  best  return  I  can 
make.  1  see  that  your  personal  safety  and  future  respect 
from  your  constituents  arc  involved  in  my  meriting  that 
opinion  and  not  disgracing  that  confidence. 

"Therefore,  what  you  could  not  by  requisition,  however 
respectful,  or  your  representation  of  probability,  (a  more  disa- 
greeable proceeding,)  obtain  from  me,  my  parole  not  to  leave 
the  Province  till  the  Convention  met,  I  voluntarily  now 
give  you,  and  your  conduct  towards  me  justly  entitles  you 
to  it." 

A  true  copy. 

His  Excellency  all  along  suspected  General  7,ee  at  the 
bottom  of  this  business,  and  so  it  turned  out.  S.  Purviance 
denied  at  first,  when  summoned  before  the  Council  of 
Safety,  that  he  had  any  private  correspondence  with  Gene- 
ral Lee  ;  but  the  letter  of  the  latter  was  produced,  wherein 
he  was  directed  to  seize  his  Excellency,  and  is  as  follows : 
(No.  9.) 

"  Williamsburgh,  April  6,  1776. 

"  Dear  Sir  :  1  know  not  to  w  hom  1  can  address  this 
most  important  note  with  so  much  propriety  and  assurance 
of  success  as  to  yourself.  The  crisis  will  not  admit  of 
ceremony  and  procrastination.  I  shall  therefore  irregularly 
address  you  in  the  language  and  with  the  spirit  of  one  bold, 
determined,  free  citizen  to  another,  and  conjure  you,  as  you 
value  the  liberties  and  rights  of  the  cominunity  of  which  you 
are  a  member,  not  to  lose  a  moment,  and,  in  my  name,  (if 
my  name  is  of  consequence  enough,)  to  direct  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  troops  at  Annapolis  immediately  to 
to  seize  the  pei-son  of  Governour  Eden.  The  sin  and  blame 
be  on  my  head  ;  I  will  answer  for  all  to  the  Congress.  The 
justice  and  necessity  of  the  measure  will  be  best  explained 
by  the  packet  transmitted  to  you  by  the  Committee  of  Safety 
from  this  place. 

"  God  Almighty  give  us  wisdom  and  vigour  in  this  hour 
of  trial  1 

Adieu,  dear  sir.     Yours,  most  sincerely, 

"Charles  Lee. 

"  To  Samuel  Purviance,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the  Balti- 
timore  Committee,  Baltimore." 

After  this,  his  Excellency's  boat  was  a  second  time  stop- 
ped by  the  same  tender,  by  which  three  persons  were  near 
being  drowned.  Of  this,  however,  his  Excellency  took 
little  notice,  for  sake  of  quiet,  though  certainly  a  great  in- 
sult, after  the  engagement  he  had  voluntarily  made,  which, 
had  he  chosen  it,  this  act  released  him  from,  as  he  premised 
in  making  it. 

The  Convention  met  on  the  —  of .     The  conduct 

of  the  Council  of  Safety  respecting  his  Excellency  and  Mr. 
Samuel  Purviance  was  approved  ;  so  was  his  Excellency's 
past  conduct,  as  appears  by  the  following  Resolves,  viz : 
(Nos.  10  and  11.) 

"In  Convention,  Annapolis,  May  24,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  that 
the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  Province,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  late  intercepted  letters  to  Governour  Eden,  duly  and 
property  exercised  the  powers  delegated  to  them. 

"Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  that, 
upon  the  evidence  before  them  of  the  correspondence  which 
his  Excellency  Governour  Eden  has,  from  time  to  time, 
held  with  Administration,  it  does  not  appear  that  such  cor- 
respondence has  been  with  an  unfriendly  intent,  or  calcu- 
lated to  countenance  any  hostile  measures  against  ^menca." 

Mr.  Purviance  was  censured,  but  very  triflingly  to  what 
was  expected,  and  most  people  thought  he  deserved. 

His  Excellency  is  likewise  pleased  to  inform  this  Board 
that,  in  consequence  of  a  motion  in  Convention,  he  was 
waited  upon  by  six  of  the  Members,  who  made  from  the 
Convention  the  following  verbal  proposal :   (No.  12.) 

"  It  is  the  intention  of  this  Convention  to  preserve,  as  far 
as  may  be,  the  ostensible  form  of  Government,  in  hopes  it 


737 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &ic.,  JUNE,  1776. 


738 


.  may  have  some  influence  towards  a  reunion  with  Great 
Briiain. 

"  If  Commissioners  have  arrived,  or  should  soon  arrive, 
it  is  thought  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  re-establishment 
of  the  old  Government,  or  a  total  separation  takes  place. 
The  Governour's  station  may  require  a  conduct  very  differ- 
ent from  his  personal  inclinations.  Of  the  latter,  the  Con- 
vention has  no  doubt  or  suspicion. 

'•'  Therefore,  the  request  is,  that  the  Governour  will  pro- 
mise not  to  take  an  active  hostile  part ;  or,  till  the  event  o 
the  Commissioners  is  known,  that  he  will  not  correspond 
with  Administration,  or  those  who  may  be  carrying  on  hos- 
tilities in  America,  directly  or  indirectly. 

"  If  the  Governour  thinks  himself  at  liberty  to  enter  into 
such  engagement,  it  is  much  the  inclination  of  the  Con- 
vention that  he  should  continue  in  the  Province,  in  his 
station." 

To  which  his  Excellency  postponed  giving  an  answer 
till  after  the  arrival  of  the  next  post,  when  he  did  it  to  the 
following  effect :  (No.  13.) 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  have  considered  the  application  made 
to  me  from  the  Convention ;  and  as  it  would  be  inconsistent 
with  the  duties  of  my  station  as  Governour  to  continue  my 
residence  here  on  the  terms  proposed,  I  intend,  as  soon  as 
an  opportunity  shall  offer,  to  leave  this  Province  and  return 
to  England,  if  the  Convention  hold  the  terms  tliey  have 
proposed  to  be  indispensable  on  their  part ;  and  trust  I  shall 
meet  with  no  obstruction  or  impediment  from  any  persons 
in  removing  myself  and  such  of  my  property  as  1  may  find 
it  convenient  to  take  with  me. 

"  Disagreeable  as  I  find  my  situation  to  be,  and  as  it  may 
appear  to  others,  considering  the  occasion  and  result  of  the 
inquiries  of  this  Convention,  I  shall  still  continue  most  sin- 
cerely to  wish  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  Maryland, 
and,  consequently,  for  a  reconciliation  with,  and  constitu- 
tional dependancy  on.  Great  Britain. 

"  My  past  conduct  in  this  Government  has,  I  am  inform- 
ed, met  with  much  approbation.  The  same  line  by  which 
it  has  been  hitherto  governed,  were  I  continuing  in  that  sta- 
tion, would  continue  to  direct  my  future  conduct." 

Messrs.  Carroll,  Hollyday,  Goldsborough,  Johnson, 
Tilghman,  and  Baca,  were  the  gentlemen  who  made  the 
above-mentioned  application  to  the  Governour,  and  to  whom 
he  delivered  this  answer ;  which  produced  the  following  Re- 
solves and  Addresses :   (No.  14.) 

"  Whereas,  by  a  late  intercepted  letter  from  Lord  George 
Germaine,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governour,  it  appears  that  a  great  armament  of  land 
and  sea  forces  was  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  the  Southward, 
in  his  Lordship's  expressions,  '  in  order  to  attempt  the  re- 
storation of  legal  Government  in  that  part  of  America,'  but 
in  effect  to  invade  and  subdue  the  Southern  Colonies ; 
which  armament  was  to  proceed  in  the  first  place  to  North- 
Carolina,  'and  from  thence  either  to  South- Carolina  or 
Virginia,  as  circumstances  of  greater  or  less  advantage 
should  point  out ;  if  to  the  latter,  it  might  have  very  im- 
portant consequences  to  this  Province ;'  and,  therefore,  in 
the  said  letter,  his  Excellency  is  called  on  well  to  consider 
of  every  means  by  which  he  may,  in  conjunction  with  Lord 
Dunmore,  give  facility  and  assistance  to  the  operations  of 
the  said  armament : 

"  And  whereas  the  Governour  must,  if  he  remains  in  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  of  Government,  fulfil  and  execute 
the  instructions  of  Administration,  or  hazard  the  displeasure 
of  the  King,  which  it  cannot  be  expected  he  will  do : 

"  And  whereas,  by  act  of  Assembly  of  this  Province,  the 
powere  of  Government,  in  the  absence  of  the  Governour, 
devolve  upon  the  President  of  the  Council,  and  therefore 
the  Governour's  departure  cannot  occasion  a  dissolution  or 
suspension  of  the  present  established  form  of  Government 
within  this  Province,  which  this  Convention  doth  not 
think  ought  now  to  be  changed :     Therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  signified  to  the  Governour  that 
the  publick  quiet  and  safety,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Con- 
vention, require  that  he  leave  this  Province,  and  that  he  is 
at  full  liberty  to  depart  peaceably  with  his  effects. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  Governour,  and  deliver  him  copies  of  the  above 
Resolutions,  together  with  the  following  Address,  to  wit: 


"  To  His  Excellency  Robert  Eden,  Esquire,  Govemovr  of 
Maryland. 

"  May  it  please  your  Excellency  :  We  are  command- 
ed by  the  Convention  to  wait  upon  your  Excellency,  and  to 
communicate  to  you  the  resolutions  they  have  this  day  en- 
tered into ;  and  we  are  instructed  Co  assure  your  Excellency 
that  the  Convention  entertains  a  favourable  sense  of  your 
conduct,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  America,  since  the  un- 
happy differences  have  subsisted  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  Colonies,  as  far  as  the  same  hath  come  to 
their  knowledge,  and  of  their  real  wishes  for  your  return,  to 
resume  the  Government  of  this  Province,  when  we  shall 
happily  be  restored  to  peace,  and  that  connection  with 
Great  Britain,  the  interruption  and  suspension  of  which 
have  filled  the  mind  of  every  good  man  with  the  deepest 
regret. 

"  From  the  disposition  your  Excellency  hath  manifested 
to  promote  the  real  interest  of  both  countries,  the  Conven- 
tion is  induced  to  entertain  the  warmest  hopes  and  expec- 
tations that,  upon  your  arrival  in  England,  you  will  repre- 
sent the  temper  and  principles  of  the  people  of  Maryland 
with  the  same  candour  you  have  hitherto  shown,  and  that 
you  will  exert  your  endeavours  to  promote  a  reconciliation, 
upon  terms  that  may  be  secure  and  honourable  both  to 
Great  Britain  and  America." 

"  The  President,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Plater, 
and  Mr.  Hollyday,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  ac- 
cordingly. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

«  G.  DuvALL,  aerk." 

To  which  his  Excellency  returned  no  answer,  but  re- 
ceived assurances  that  he  might  send  down  to  the  Capes 
for  a  man-of-war,  having  engaged,  by  letter  to  Mr.  Car- 
roll, (viz :  No.  15,)  that  he  should  commit  no  hostilities 
whilst  up  for  him;  and  which  Letter  is  as  follows: 

"  Sir  :  On  a  perusal  of  the  address  to  me  yesterday,  I 
don't  find  it  requires  any  answer;  nor  do  I  understand  that 
any  was  expected.  Anything  I  could  say  might  be  thought 
too  little  here,  and  would  be  thought  too  much  elsewhere. 
I  just  trouble  you  with  this  to  mention  a  circumstance  or 
two  that  have  occurred  to  me,  to  which  some  attention  may 
prevent  disagreeable  occurrences. 

"  I  am  going  to  send  down  the  bay  to  inquire  after  a  ves- 
sel for  England,  and  my  boat,  with  Mr.  S.,  will,  on  that 
account,  sail  with  the  first  fair  wind.  I  must  request  a  pass, 
to  protect  her  from  the  Provincial  and  Virginia  cruisers. 

"  Another  of  the  circumstances  above  alluded  to  is,  the 
present  situation  of  those  cruisers ;  any  sinister  accident 
from  the  King's  ships  arising  at  this  time  to  them,  or  soon 
after  my  sending  down,  would,  in  the  phrensy  of  men's 
minds,  be  imputed  to  intelligence  from  me,  notwithstanding 
my  assurances  of  my  confining  Mr.  S.  and  the  boatmen 
solely  to  the  errand  I  send  them  on.  Tliis  you  might  re- 
medy, by  ordering  them  up  the  bay  till  I  am  gone ;  and  in 
that  case  will  pledge  myself  that  such  man-of-war  that  may 
come  to  escort  me  through  the  Virginia  part  of  the  bay 
shall  commit  no  hostilities  in  this  Province.  But  if  they 
must  remain  below,  I  cannot  be  answerable  for  what  may 
happen  to  them. 

"  The  forces  are  at  the  Capes,  and  I  propose  writing  to 
Captain  George  Montague,  and  giving  him  the  trouble  of 
me,  till  I  take  my  departure  from  the  Capes.  One  of  your 
look-out  boats  might  sail  with  mine,  and  carry  instructions 
to  Captain  Nicholson,  or  my  boat  shall  deliver  your  des- 
patches, if  she  can  see  them  in  her  way  down  the  bay.  I 
am  the  more  solicitous  to  settle  this  point,  as  I  am  desirous 
to  leave  the  Province  on  the  most  friendly  terms,  and  in  as 
much  peace  as  the  times  will  admit. 

"  Requesting  your  sentiments  on  these  matters,  and  the 
pass  above-mentioned  for  the  Friendship  schooner  boat, 
George  Wilkes,  mulatto,  skipper,  I  am." 

His  Excellency's  boat  went  down  on  the  26th  ultimo, 
and  returned  on  the  31st,  with  the  following  from  Captain 
Hammond,  who  is  Commander  of  the  Squadron  on  this 
station.     (No.  16,  viz  :) 

"  On  his  Majesty's  service.  To  Robert  Eden,  Esq., 
Governour  of  his  Majesty's  Province  of  Maryland,  Anna- 
polis,    ^y  favour  of  Robert  Smith,  Esq. 
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"  Roeburk,  at  Gwin'g  Island,  May  30,  1776. 

"  Dear  Sir  :  I  h'ave  received  your  letter  of  the  26th 
instant,  by  Mr.  Smith,  who  arrived  hero  yesterday,  arid  am 
sorry  (though  not  surprised)  to  learn  that  you  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  leave  Annapolis. 

■  "  The  Province  of  Maryland  has  hitherto  been  looked 
upon  as  having  acted  with  a  degree  of  moderation  in  the 
present  unnatural  rebellion  subsisting  in  the  Colonies ;  and 
I  had  some  expectation,  from  your  continuing  in  your  Go- 
vernment, that  you  might  have  been  able  to  convince 
the  people  of  the  impossibility  of  their  succeeding  in  the 
plan  that  America  is  now  pursuing ;  which  is  the  only  mo- 
tive, 1  fear,  that  will  have  any  weight  in  bringing  them  back 
to  their  allegiance.  But  as  you  liave  certainly  now  given 
this  a  very  fair  trial,  and  it  is  become  apparent  that  the  mat- 
ter can  only  be  settled  by  force  of  arms,  I  confess  that  I 
think  your  remaining  longer  among  them  would  only  be  ex- 
posing yourself  to  insults,  and  would  answer  no  good  pur- 
pose to  his  Majesty's  service,  1  shall,  therefore,  very  soon 
send  one  of  the  King's  ships  to  receive  you  on  board,  until 
a  passage  can  be  provided  for  you  to  England,  which  I  be- 
lieve will  happen  very  shortly.  I  shall  also  not  fail  to  give 
orders  to  the  ship  that  she  shall  commit  no  hostilities  at  An- 
Twpolis  whilst  on  that  service.  But  as  no  officer  in  his 
Majesty's  service  can  be  supposed  to  suffer  patiently  the 
smallest  insult  to  be  offered  to  the  British  colours,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  you  to  inform  the  persons  that  assume  the 
government  of  the  people,  that  if  the  peace  is  not  as  strictly 
observed  on  the  part  of  the  Provincials,  both  with  regard  to 
the  boats  as  well  as  the  ship,  during  the  time  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  her  to  stay  on  the  coasts  of  Maryland,  that  any 
orders  which  I  may  think  proper  to  issue  for  the  purpose, 
will  not  restrain  the  Captain  of  the  ship  from  acting  as  he 
shall  think  proper  and  necessary  upon  the  occasion. 

"  Had  I  not  received  your  letter,  you  would  certainly 
have  heard  from  me  in  a  few  days,  to  have  acquainted  you 
that  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  and  myself,  with 
the  joint  forces  under  our  command,  left  Norfolk  on  the 
23d  instant,  and  put  into  this  harbour  on  the  28th,  in  order 
to  complete  our  wood  and  water,  where  we  at  present  re- 
main. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 


"  To  Governour  Eden,  Annapolis." 


"  A.  S.  Hasimond. 


by  any  disagreeable  incidents  which  have  occurred  in  the 
present  unhappy  conjunction  of  affaire,  and  not  proceeding 
from  any  personal  disrespect  to  youi'self. 

"  We  are  satisfied  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Members  of  the 
Convention  in  the  declaration  they  have  made  of  their  ar- 
dent desire  that  a  reconciliation  may  take  place  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies  ;  and  as  we  most 
cordially  join  them  in  this  affection,  so  we  do  in  soliciting 
that  you  will  exert  your  good  offices  to  re-establish  peace 
and  amity. 

"  We  cannot  take  leave  of  your  Excellency  without  ex- 
pressing our  most  earnest  wishes  for  your  health  and  hap- 
piness, and  that  we  may  again  see  you  here,  in  the  peaceful 
possession  of  the  office  of  Governour,  and  the  people  of  this 
Province  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  constitutional  rights. 

'•  Benedict  Calvert. 

"June  7,  1776." 

Wednesday,  June  12,  1776. 

Council  at  the  Governour's. — Present :  His  Excellency 
Robert  Eden,  Esquire,  Governour,  Daniel  Dulany,  Wil- 
liam Ilaytvard,  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  and  Philip 
Thomas  Lee,  Esquires. 

Ordered,  by  his  Excellency  the  Governour,  with  the 
advice  of  this  Board,  that  Proclamations  issue  for  dissolving 
the  present  General  Assembly,  which  stands  prorogued  to 
this  day  ;  and  that  Writs  of  Election  issue  to  call  a  new  As- 
sembly, bearing  date  the  14th  instant,  and  returnable  the 
25th  day  of  July  next. 

Which  were  issued  accordingly. 

His  Excellency  was  also  pleased  to  mention  to  this 
Board  that,  by  such  letters  as  he  had  received  from  Mr. 
Ilam^rsley,  agent  to  and  one  of  the  Lord  Proprietary's  guar- 
dians, it  was  to  be  inferred  that  the  desire  at  home  is  to  have 
the  Land-Office  shut  up  till  the  claim  to  the  Province 
should  be  ascertained  by  judgment  now  depending  in  Eng- 
land relative  thereto ;  and  he  requested  their  advice  on  this 
subject;  when 

The  Council,  on  consideration  thereof,  gave  it  as  their 
opinion  that,  during  the  present  disturbances,  such  a  step 
might  probably  give  offence  here,  and  be  injurious  to  the 
Proprietary's  interest ;  and  therefore  recommended,  as  they 
had  before  done,  to  his  Excellency  to  leave  the  Land-Office 
open  for  business,  in  the  same  manner  as  it  has  hitherto 
been. 


His  Excellency  further  adds,  that  he  is  in  daily  expecta- 
tion of  the  arrival  of  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war  to 
receive  him. 

And  he  was  pleased  to  conclude  by  observing  to  the 
Board,  that  although  he  had  not  consulted  them  in  the  pro- 
gress of  this  disagreeable  business,  his  not  doing  it  was  not 
owing  to  any  distrust  of,  or  disrespect  to  them,  being  fully 
persuaded  they  would  have  given  him  their  best  advice  on 
this,  as  they  have  always  done  on  every  other  occasion  ; 
but  that  the  whole  of  these  transactions  seemed  immediate- 
ly to  concern  himself;  his  absence  was  to  be  supplied  by 
the  President  and  Council ;  very  few  of  the  Council  were 
present  for  him  to  consult  with ;  and,  in  general,  that  the 
different  proposals  made  to  him  by  the  Council  of  Safety, 
or  Convention,  required  immediate  answers,  which  depended 
only  on  himself. 

Whereupon,  on  mature  consideration  being  had,  the 
Board  agreed  to  the  following  Address,  and  ordered  the  same 
to  be  presented  to  his  Excellency  by  the  Hon.  Benedict 
Calvert,  Esq.,  being  No.  17,  and  which  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  To  His  Evcclkncy  Robert  Eden,  Esquire,  Governour 
and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the  Province  of 
Maryland. 

"May  it  please  your  Excellency:  We  are  very 
much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  the  information  you 
have  given  us,  and  are  fully  persuaded  that  the  urgency  of 
the  occasion  did  not  admit  of  our  being  consulted;  and,  in- 
deed, if  we  had  been  consulted,  it  would  not  have  been  in 
our  power  to  advise  a  conduct  more  proper,  in  your  very 
peculiar  and  embarrassing  situation,  than  that  which  you 
pursued. 

"  By  the  experience  we  have  had  of  your  inclinations 
and  endeavours  to  promote  the  peace  and  welfare  of  this 
Province,  we  are  encouraged  to  entertain  the  most  sanguine 
expectation  that  your  benevolent  regards  will  not  be  lessened 


president  of  congress  to  general  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  June  7,  1776. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  letter  from  the  Connnissionere  in 
Canada  I  am  commanded  by  Congress  to  transmit  to  you. 
The  contents  of  it  are  truly  alarming.  Our  Army  in  that 
quarter  is  almost  ruined  for  want  of  discipline,  and  every- 
thing else  necessary  to  constitute  an  army  or  to  keep  troops 
together.  The  Congress,  in  this  situation  of  our  affairs, 
have  resolved  that  General  Wooster  be  recalled  from  Cana 
da.  I  am  therefore  to  request  you  will  immediately  order 
him  to  repair  to  Head-Quarters,  at  New-York. 

Yesterday  I  sent  off  an  express  to  General  Mercer,  with 
orders  to  set  out  directly  for  Head-Quarters,  and  at  the  same 
time  enclosed  his  commission. 

I  enclose  you  a  resolve  respecting  Doctor  Potts's  appoint- 
ment in  Canada.  You  will  please  to  give  him  orders  to  go 
either  into  Canada  or  to  Lake-George,  as  you  may  think 
most  proper. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  regard 
and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


president    of    congress    TO    THE    SEVERAL    COLONIES. 

Philadelphia,  June  7,  177G. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  commanded  by  Congress  to  transmit 
you  the  enclosed  resolves,  [of  June  3d,]  and  to  request  your 
immediate  attentien  to  the  same. 

The  article  of  lead  is  so  essentially  necessary  to  us  at 
this  juncture,  and  is  withal  so  scarce,  that  no  pains  should 
be  spared  to  procure  it.  The  situation  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies will  be  extremely  deplorable  if  we  depend  entirely  upon 
the  importation  of  it.     Every  people  should  have  within 
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tliemsolves  all  the  means  of  self-defence.  To  the  bounty 
of  Piovidcnce  we  owe  it  that  America  has  these  in  the 
greatest  plenty. 

Let  us  not,  therefore,  be  wanting  to  ourselves,  but  faith- 
fully and  diligently  cultivate  those  means ;  and  I  trust  that 
we  shall,  ere  long,  baffle  the  most  malicious  sciiemes  of  our 
enraged  and  implacable  enemies. 

You  will  readily  perceive  the  great  importance  of  the  en- 
closed resolve,  wherein  the  Congress  earnestly  recommend 
to  you  to  remove  everything  out  of  the  way  that  would  en- 
able our  enemies  to  prosecute  their  plans  of  violence  against 
us.  It  is,  indeed,  so  apparently  the  advantage  of  indivi- 
duals to  remove  their  stock  and  grain,  that,  in  tiiis  instance, 
their  interest  and  that  of  the  pubiick  are  one  and  the  same. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

(To  the  Assembly  of  Miissachusetts-Jiay,  Governour  and  Assembly  of 
Connecticut,  Convention  of  JN'ew-l'oWf,  Convention  oi  J\'e-u>-Jerseii, 
&C.I  &c.) 


of  men,  have  been  throwing  up  a  breastwork  here,  in  order 
to  stop  the  enemy's  progress,  and  had  indeed  meditated  a 
plan  of  attacking  them ;  but,  alas,  so  astonishingly  are  mat- 
ters conducted  in  this  quarter,  that  notwithstanding  the 
General's  most  pressing  solicitations,  and  the  length  of  time 
since  he  took  possession  of  this  post,  we  cannot  now  muster 
more  than  four  hundred  and  fifty  men  ;  whilst  the  proximity 
and  movements  of  the  enemy  assure  us  that  we  shall  be  at- 
tacked within  six  hours ;  their  drums  were  heard  this  even- 
ing at  our  camp,  and  a  man  of  mine  shot  through  the  thigh 
within  half  a  mile  of  it  by  an  Indian,  who  took  off  a  prisoner. 
But  the  morning  dawns,  that  morn  big  with  the  fate  of  a 
few,  a  handful  of  brave  fellows.  I  shall  do  my  part;  but 
remember,  if  I  fall  I  am  sacrificed.  May  God  bless  you 
equal  to  your  merits.      Vale. 

James  Wilkinson. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[ReadJune  10,  1776.] 

New-York,  June  7,  177G. 

Sir:  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  inform  Congress  that  I 
arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon  about  one  o'clock,  and  found 
all  in  a  state  of  peace  and  quiet.  I  had  not  time  to  view 
the  works  carrying  on,  and  those  ordered  to  be  begun  when 
I  went  away,  but  have  reason  to  believe,  from  the  report  of 
such  of  the  Genei-al  and  other  officers  I  had  the  pleasure  to 
see,  that  they  have  been  prosecuted  and  forwarded  with  all 
possible  diligence  and  despatch. 

I  am  much  concerned  for  the  situation  of  our  affairs  in 
Canada,  and  am  fearful  ere  this  it  is  much  worse  than  was 
first  reported  at  Philadelphia.  The  intelligence  from  thence, 
in  a  letter  from  Captain  Wilkinson,  of  the  Second  Regiment, 
to  General  Greene,  is  truly  alarming  ;  it  not  only  confirms  the 
account  of  Colonel  Bedel  and  Major  Sherburne's  defeat,  but 
seems  to  forebode  General  Arnold's,  with  the  loss  of  Mon- 
treal. I  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  letter,  which- will  but 
too  well  show  there  is  foundation  for  my  apprehensions. 

On  Wednesday  evening  I  received  an  express  from  Gene- 
ral Schuyler,  with  sundry  papers,  respecting  Sir  John  John- 
son, which  I  have  not  time  to  copy,  as  the  post  is  just  going 
off,  but  will  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  you  as  soon 
as  I  possibly  can. 

Before  1  left  Philadelphia,  I  employed  a  person  to  super- 
intend the  building  of  the  gondolas,  which  Congress  have 
resolved  on  for  this  place.  He  has  arrived,  and  all  things 
seem  to  be  in  a  proper  channel  for  facilitating  the  work  ;  but 
when  they  are  done,  we  shall  be  in  much  want  of  guns, 
having  never  received  any  of  those  taken  by  Commodore 
Hopkins. 

Be  pleased  to  mention  me  to  Congress  with  the  utmost 
respect ;  and  1  am,  sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect,  re- 
gard, and  esteem,  your  and  their  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  Congress. 

P.  S.  I  this  minute  received  your  favour  of  the  .5th  in- 
stant. I  am  in  need  of  commissions,  and  beg  Congress  to 
point  out  precisely  the  line  I  am  to  pursue  in  filling  them 
up;  this  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  11th  ultimo.  I  am 
much  pleased  at  the  fortunate  captures,  and  the  generous 
conduct  of  the  owners  and  masters  for  the  tender  of  the 
money  to  Congress. 

La  Chine,  24th,  12  o'clock  at  night,  1776,  ; 
about  12  miles  from  Montreal.      5 

My  dear  Sir:  We  are  now  in  a  sweet  situation  ;  a  part 
of  the  garrison  at  Detroit,  in  conjunction  with  Indians  and 
Canadians,  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  men,  have  made 
themselves  masters  of  Colonel  Bedel's  Regiment,  who  were 
stationed  about  nine  miles  from  this  place,  among  the  cedars, 
and  have  cut  off  our  friend  Major  Sherburne,  with  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  men,  who  were  detached  to  relieve  the  re- 
giment which  defended  itself  in  a  little  fort.  The  Major, 
with  that  courage  which  marked  his  character,  pushed  his 
way,  after  an  engagement  of  four  hours,  into  the  fort,  and 
was  afterwards  obliged  to  yield,  for  want  of  ammunition  and 
provision  ;  since  which  time  General  Arnold,  with  a  handful 


general    WASHINGTON  TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New-York,  June  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  suppose  you  have  received  from  the  Con- 
gress two  resolutions  for  the  reinforcement  of  our  Army  in 
Canada;  but  lest  you  should  not  be  apprised  of  them,  I 
take  the  liberty  to  enclose  you  a  copy.  I  most  earnestly 
request  you  will  exert  every  endeavour  to  furnish  the  quota 
expected  from  your  Province  as  speedily  as  possible.  Gene- 
ral Schuyler  is  extremely  importunate  for  a  supply  of  men, 
and  it  is  altogether  out  of  my  power  to  afford  them  from  the 
troops  here,  as  they  by  no  means  exceed  the  number  re- 
quisite for  the  defence  of  this  place. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  respect,  gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-  York. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

New-York,  June  7,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  not  time  to  answer  your  two  last  fa- 
vours minutely ,  but  only  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  them, 
being  just  returned  from  Philadelphia,  and  the  post  about  to 
depart  this  morning 

The  situation  of  our  affairs  in  Canada  is  truly  alarming ; 
and  I  greatly  fear,  from  the  intelligence  transmitted  from 
thence  by  Captain  Wilkinson  to  General  Greene,  that  ere 
this  we  have  sustained  further  and  greater  misfortunes  than 
what  happened  when  you  wrote.  I  have  enclosed  you  a 
copy  of  his  letter,  by  which  you  will  see  I  have  too  much 
ground  for  my  concern ;  and  I  sincerely  wish  that  the  next 
letters  from  the  northward  may  not  contain  melancholy  ad- 
vices of  General  Arnold's  defeat  and  the  loss  of  Montreal. 
The  most  vigorous  exertions  will  be  necessary  to  retrieve 
our  circumstances  there,  and  I  am  hopeful  you  will  strain 
every  nerve  for  that  purpose ;  unless  it  can  be  now  done, 
Canada  will  be  lost  forever,  the  fatal  consequences  of  which 
every  one  must  feel. 

I  have  enclosed  you  a  copy  of  a  resolve  of  Congress  for 
reinforcing  the  Army  in  Canada,  and  keeping  up  the  com- 
munication with  that  Province.  I  hope  the  several  Colonies 
will  immediately  furnish  their  quotas  of  men,  which,  or  as 
many  of  them  as  may  be  necessary,  I  should  imagine  had 
better  be  employed  at  the  communications,  and  all  the  in- 
listed  soldiers  sent  forward  to  Canada.  You  have  also  an- 
other resolution  for  employing  and  engaging  a  number  of 
Indians  in  the  service.  Though  Congress  have  not  particu- 
larized the  mode  for  raising  and  engaging  them,  1  would 
have  you  and  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  Indian  af- 
fairs, pursue  such  measures  for  the  purpose  as  to  you  may 
seem  best  for  securing  their  friendship  and  service.  If  a 
smaller  number  than  two  thousand  will  do,  1  would  not  ad- 
vise more  to  be  embodied  than  will  be  necessary. 

If  your  presence  or  direction  at  St.  Johns,  or  any  post  in 
Canada,  coiikl  be  of  service,  and  tend  to  put  our  affaire  in  a 
better  channel  than  they  now  are,  I  could  wish  you  to  go, 
as  General  Thomas  is  down  in  the  small-pox  :  but  I  do  not 
mean  to  direct  or  request  you  to  do  it,  if  you  think,  by  re- 
maining where  you  are,  or  not  going,  will  be  of  more  pub- 
lick  advantage,  or  that  the  cause  will  be  injured  by  doing  it. 
You  will  be  governed  by  such  measures  as  appear  to  you 
best,  and  the  circumstance  of  our  affairs  under  your  man- 
agement, and  those  in  Canada,  with  which  you  must  be 
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much  better  acquainted  than  I  am  or  can  possibly  be  at  this 
distance.  It  is  probable  your  presence  may  be  necessary 
and  wanted  at  the  negotiation  with  the  Indians,  which  will 
be  one  cause  to  prevent  your  going. 

I  am,  etc.,  George  Washington. 

To  General  Schuyler. 

KOBERT   H.  HARRISON    TO    GENERAL    WARD. 

New-York,  June  7,  1776. 

Sir:  By  his  Excellency's  command,  I  enclose  you  a  re- 
solve of  Congress  for  the  dismission  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Burbcck  from  the  Continental  service,  of  which  you  will  be 
pleased  to  give  him  proper  notice. 

As  Congress  (from  the  great  variety  of  important  matters 
before  them)  had  not,  when  his  Excellency  came  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, detennined  how  the  troops  at  Boston  are  to  be 
paid,  whether  by  the  Paymaster-General  here,  or  a  Deputy 
to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  his  Excellency  thinks,  if 
the  troops  are  turbulent  and  very  importunate  for  their  pay, 
that  you  had  better  borrow  money  from  the  General  Court, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  them  easy  and  quieting  their  minds, 
to  be  repaid  when  money  is  sent.  This  expedient  he  only 
means  to  advise  in  case  you  find  it  necessary. 

J  ^'"'  ^'=-'  Robert  H.  Harrison. 

To  Major-General  Ward,  Boston. 


JOHN    SCHUYLER   TO    NEW-YORK  DELEGATES    IN   CONGRESS. 

New- York,  June  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  My  misfortune  in  having  a  brig  of  mine 
seized  the  3d  of  November  last  by  one  of  Lord  Dunmore's 
cruisers,  and  carried  to  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  loaded  with 
rum,  sugar,  molasses,  and  salt ;  his  Lordship  ordered  a  Court 
to  be  held  for  the  trial  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  and  has  con- 
demned part  of  the  cargo ;  the  rest  of  the  cargo  that  was  not 
condemned,  he  ordered  the  supercargo  to  sell  at  auction  to 
the  fleet,  which  was  done  to  a  very  great  loss ;  the  vessel 
was  cleared  by  the  Court,  she  being  registered  in  Jamaica. 

A  few  days  ago  Captain  Wright,  of  the  above  vessel,  ar- 
rived here  by  land  from  Virginia ;  he  now  accompanies  my 
brother  Philip.  The  Captain  gives  me  great  hopes  of  re- 
covering the  money  of  that  part  of  the  cargo  sold  in  the 
fleet  by  the  supercargo,  which  still  lies  in  his  hands. 

The  favour  that  1  would  now  beg  leave  to  ask  is,  to  pro- 
cure a  pass  from  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  for 
my  brother,  Philip  Schuyler,  and  Captain  Jacob  Wright,  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  Norfolk,  to  procure  a  flag  for 
them  to  pass  through  the  lines,  so  as  to  get  to  the  supercargo 
on  board  the  brig  in  Dunmore's  fleet. 

Your  interest  in  this  matter  will  be  of  service  to,  gentle- 
men, your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Schuyler. 

To  Francis  Lewis,  John  Alsop,  and  Philip  Livingston. 


NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE. 

Committee-Chamber,  New- York,  June  7,  1776. 

Whereas  doubts  have  arisen  in  the  Provincial  Congress, 
"  Whctlier  the  present  Members  are  invested  with  sufficient 
power  and  authority  to  deliberate  and  determine  on  so  im- 
portant a  subject  as  the  necessity  of  erecting  and  constitu- 
ting a  new  form  of  Government  and  internal  police,  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  foreign  jurisdiction,  dominion,  and  control 
whatever,  agreeable  to  a  late  resolve  of  the  honourable  the 
Continental  Congress :" 

And  whereas  it  was  by  them,  in  their  resolve  of  the  3Ist 
of  May  last,  recommended  to  the  Electors  in  the  several 
Counties  in  this  Colony,  by  election,  in  the  manner  and 
form  prescribed  for  the  election  of  the  present  Congress, 
either  to  authorize,  in  addition  to  the  powers  vested  in  their 
present  Deputies,  or  others  in  the  stead  of  the  present  De- 
puties, or  either  of  them,  with  full  and  sufficient  power  to 
take  into  consideration  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  insti- 
tuting such  new  Government  as  in  and  by  the  resolution  of 
the  Continental  Congress  is  described  and  recommended ; 
and  that  if  the  majority  of  the  Counties,  by  their  Deputies 
in  Provincial  Congress,  shall  be  of  opinion  that  such  new 
Government  ought  to  be  instituted  and  established,  then  to 


institute  and  establish  such  a  Government  as  they  shall  deem 
best  calculated  to  secure  the  rights,  liberties,  and  happiness 
of  the  good  people  of  this  Colony,  and  to  continue  in  force 
until  a  future  peace  with  Great  Britain  shall  render  the 
same  unnecessary  : 

The  General  Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of  New- 
York,  agreeable  to  the  above  recommendation,  earnestly  re- 
quest and  entreat  all  the  freeholders  and  freemen,  and  also  all 
the  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  City  and  County  possessed 
of  goods  and  chattels  in  their  own  right  to  the  amount  of 
forty  pounds,  to  attend  at  the  City-Hall  of  said  City,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  on  Monday,  the  17th  day  of  this 
instant  June,  then  and  there  to  invest  their  present  Alembers 
of  Provincial  Congress  with  the  power  aforesaid,  or  to  elect 
by  ballot  others  in  their  stead,  or  in  the  stead  of  any  of  them, 
with  such  power  to  continue  to  represent  the  said  City  and 
County  in  Congress,  until  the  second  Tuesday  in  May  next, 
or  until  a  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain,  or  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  form  of  Government  shall  render  the  same 
unnecessary.  The  Chairman  or  Deputy  Chairman,  and  six 
Members,  with  the  Secretary,  will  attend  said  election.  It 
is  not  doubted  but  every  true  friend  to  this  Colony,  entitled 
to  vote  here,  will  cheerfully  come  up  to  declare,  by  their 
voting,  that  they  join  in  opinion  with  their  Congress  and 
Committee,  viz :  That  the  measure  recommended  as  afore- 
said is  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  good  people  of  thb 
Colony,  and  to  the  liberties  of  America  in  general. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes.     Published  by  order  of  the 

Committee:  -,  ^xr  c      ^ 

Joseph  Winter,  Secretary. 


To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esquire,  Captain- 
General  over  all  the  Forces  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Address  of  the  Committees  of  Safety  and  Inspection  for 
several  Towns  in  the  County  of  Berkshire,  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, bordering  on  the  Colony  q/"  New- York, 
and  with  the  approbation  of  King's  District  in  said 
Colony : 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  :  We  beg  leave  to  lay 
before  your  Excellency  the  distresses  of  our  minds  with  all 
humility.  Fear  of  injuring  our  common  cause  by  writing  as 
well  as  speaking  on  the  one  hand,  or  by  silence  on  the  other, 
has  filled  us  with  peculiar  concern.  The  purport  of  this 
epistle  is  so  delicate,  we  write  with  fear  and  trembling,  lest, 
when  we  mean  to  serve  our  country,  we  do  it  an  irreparable 
injury.  Purity  of  intention  will  not  always  secure  us  against 
wrong  steps.  We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency  that 
it  is  our  hearty  intention  to  support  your  Excellency  in  the 
defence  of  America  against  the  tyranny  and  usurpation  of 
Great  Britain,  and  if  that  is  the  pleasure  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  to  the  building  up  a  distinct  repub- 
lick,  or  Ainerican  en)pire,  to  the  last  extremity.  But  what 
has  filled  our  minds  with  a  peculiar  sense  of  danger  to  our 
common  cause  are  the  following  things,  which  we  take  to  be 
facts,  though  we  may  be  deceived  as  to  some  of  them : 

That  his  Honour  General  Schuyler  has  had  the  superin- 
tending oversight  of  our  Canadian  Army. 

That,  after  the  glorious  defeat  oi  December  31,  1775,  at 
Quebeck,  in  an  attempt  to  take  it  by  storm,  recruits  were 
forwarded  in  the  slowest  and  most  dilatory  manner. 

That  our  Army  before  the  walls  of  Qiiebeck,  during  a 
long  and  tedious  winter,  underwent  every  kind  of  hardship, 
and  their  spirits  were  broken  by  being  neglected. 

That  about  the  4th  of  May  so  inconsiderable  was  the 
Army,  so  miserably  provided  with  provisions  and  ammuni- 
tion— in  a  word,  so  greatly  neglected,  that  it  was  obliged 
precipitately  to  raise  the  siege,  and  disgracefully  to  retreat, 
so  as  not  only  to  leave  those  five  hundred  valiant  sons  of 
America,  taken  within  the  walls  of  Quebeck,  to  the  mercy 
of  our  enemies,  but  an  additional  number  of  sick  to  be  dis- 
posed of  at  their  pleasure. 

That  his  Honour  General  Schuyler,  some  time  last  winter, 
went  on  an  expedition  to  subdue  the  internal  enemies  of  this 
country, collected  in  arms  against  the  country  at  Johnstown; 
and  alter  the  suppression  of  the  said  rebellion,  the  king 
leader.  Sir  John  Johnson,  was  not  so  much  as  put  under 
moderate  confinement. 

That  the  said  Sir  John  Johnson  hath  since  collected  a 
number  of  said  enemies,  as  we  suppose,  and  joined  some  of 
the  King's  forces  in  the  upper  forts,  and  raised  a  number  of 
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Canadians  and  Indians,  and  come  down  upon  Colonel  Bc- 
del's  Regiment  stationed  at  the  Cedars,  and  taken  tliem  to  a 
man,  not  less  than  about  five  hundred  in  number,  many  of 
whom  were  shot  and  others  tomahawked  in  cold  blood  by 
the  insatiable  savages,  after  they  were  made  prisoners.  This 
we  have  from  men  of  credibility,  who  were  made  prisoners  at 
the  same  time,  but  found  means  to  get  away  ;  the  Colonel 
of  said  regiment  being  necessarily  absent  at  the  time  of  said 
fight,  after  provisions,  &tc. 

That  our  Army  has  long  been  in  a  most  deplorable  situ- 
ation in  Canada  as  to  provisions,  intrenching  tools,  &c.,  and 
we  view  them  as  in  danger  of  being  driven  wholly  out  of 
those  territories  ;  which  event  we  have  but  too  much  reason 
to  fear  will  decide  the  fate  of  New-England,  and  be  of  the 
most  dangerous  consequence  to  all  the  United  Colonies. 

That  the  minds  of  many  officers  and  soldiers,  and  others, 
are  greatly  dissatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  his  Honour  Ge- 
neral Schuyler,  and  have  great  fears  respecting  his  fidelity  to 
his  country,  though  they  may  be  wholly  without  foundation; 
and  we  find  a  great  backwardness  in  men  to  inlist  in  this  ex- 
pedition on  this  account.  God  forbid  that  we  should  har- 
bour ungrounded  jealousies  of  the  deliverers,  and,  in  a  sense, 
saviours  of  our  country,  or  wilfully  shut  our  eyes  against  the 
greatest  dangers. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  we  consider 
all  the  United  Colonies  but  as  one,  and  observe  no  other 
distinctions  but  those  of  friends  and  enemies  to  their  country. 
We  indulge  no  private  disgust  or  resentment.  We  are  of 
no  faction  or  party.  We  wish  not  to  injure  the  reputation 
and  glory  of  his  Honour  General  Schuyler,  were  it  in  our 
power;  we  sincerely  hope  his  name  may  be  handed  down, 
with  immortal  honour,  to  the  latest  posterity,  as  one  of  the 
great  pillars  of  the  American  cause. 

We  must  not  conclude  without  assuring  your  Excellency 
of  the  utmost  repose  and  confidence  placed  in  your  Excel- 
lency by  persons  of  all  ranks  and  conditions  within  the  sphere 
of  our  knowledge.  We  can  cheerfully  rest  in  your  Excel- 
lency's wisdom,  under  the  direction  of  Him  who  ruleth  over 
all,  for  the  directing  the  military  operations  in  general  through 
this  great  continent,  in  conformity  to  the  advice  of  the  ho- 
nourable Continental  Congress.  We  heartily  pray  for  suc- 
cess to  your  arms,  and  salvation  to  America,  and  that  your 
Excellency's  disinterested  services  may  meet  with  a  glori- 
ous retribution  in  the  resurrection  of  the  just  at  the  last  great 
day,  and  your  present  tears  (or  America  be  turned  into  never- 
ending  joy  and  triumph. 

Asa  Douglass,  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

PittsfieU,  June  7,  1776. 


To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  General- 
issimo over  all  the  Forces  of  the  United  Colonies : 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  :  May  a  grey-headed 
farmer  speak  freely  ?  Will  your  Excellency  allow  me  to 
unbosom  myself  to  you  when  I  fear  to  do  it,  and  think  it 
unwise  to  other  persons  ?  I  hear  your  Excellency  is  free  of 
access,  and  ready  to  hear  the  story,  if  it  is  of  importance,  of 
inferior  persons,  and  in  their  own  natural  dialect.  1  beg 
leave,  for  once,  to  speak,  and  ease  my  distressed  mind. 

I  have  been  a  constant  observer  of  all  our  northern  trans- 
actions, from  the  beginning  of  our  troubles  to  this  day.  I 
early  raised  a  company,  and  was  at  the  taking  of  JHconde- 
roga ;  some  weeks  after  which  1  was  sent  by  the  comman- 
der of  said  fort  to  the  honourable  Continental  Congress. 
On  my  way  to  Philadelphia,  I  was  thunderstruck  to  hear 
that  that  venerable  wise  body  had  ordered  said  fort  to  be 
deserted  and  given  up  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  and 
the  cannon  to  be  removed  the  hither  side  of  Lake  George. 
Knowing  that  to  be  the  key  to  all  JSew-England,  and  an 
inlet  to  the  savages  to  ravage  our  frontiers  for  many  hundred 
miles  in  length,  (there  being  many  thousands  of  new  settlers, 
New-Englanders,  north  of  said  fort,)  I  viewed  said  doings 
of  the  Congress  as  the  finishing  stroke  to  New-England. 
When  I  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  I  carefully  searched  out 
the  cause  of  it,  and  I  found  the  land  jobbers  were  the 
foundation  or  efficient  cause  of  said  resolution  of  Congress. 
I  gave  myself  no  rest  till  that  resolution  was  reversed.  On 
my  way  to  Philadelphia  I  waited  on  New-  York  Congress, 
and  could  get  no  relief  from  them.  I  found  them  deeply 
interested,  and  they  gave  no  encouragement  of  assisting  me. 
And  I  believe  in  my  conscience  to  this  day  that  said  Pro- 


vince is  not  hearty,  neither  in  the  reduction  of  Canada  nor 
in  opposing  Great  Britain. 

His  Excellency  General  Schuyler  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  northern  Army,  to  draw  in  that  Province 
to  the  support  of  the  cause  of  tlie  continent ;  neither  the 
General  nor  the  Province  (I  mean  near  about  the  one-half) 
appear  to  me  to  be  real  friends. 

Your  Excellency  cannot  be  a  stranger  to  what  events 
have  taken  place  in  Canada;  and  I  think  actions  speak  in- 
finitely louder  than  words.  I  speak  plainly.  I  believe,  by 
all  that  has  transpired,  that  General  Schuyler  is  a  traitor,  and 
that  an  overwhelming  destruction  upon  our  Army  in  Canada, 
if  not  upon  all  the  New-England  Provinces,  is  near  at  hand. 
What  but  disgrace  and  infamy  are  constantly  pursuing  our 
Army  there,  and  all  for  the  want  of  their  being  provided  for. 
Why  is  Sir  John  Johnson  now  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
army,  swallowing  up  our  forces  by  large  mouthfuls  in  Ca- 
nada 1  Is  this  the  man  that  was  taken  in  arms  against  his 
country  last  fall,  and  not  so  much  as  confined  ?  Be  asto- 
nished, O  earth  !  Why  was  our  Army  last  year  universally 
disaffected  towards  General  Schuyler  ?  Was  there  no  rea- 
son for  their  universal  complaints? — I  speak  of  officers  and 
soldiers — when  all  was  love  and  affection  for  the  glorious 
Montgomery,  not  a  murmur,  not  a  whisper  heard  to  his  dis- 
advantage. Why  has  our  Army  been  starving,  when  Albany 
has  been  overflowing  with  provisions,  and  this  country  all 
round  about  us  suffering  through  plenty  ?  How  many  bush- 
els of  wheat  were  sold  in  Albany  last  winter  for  half  a  dol- 
lar, paid  in  goods  at  the  highest  price  ?  And  how  many 
tens  of  thousands  of  bushels  might  now,  in  a  day's  time,  be 
carried  in  for  two-thirds  of  a  dollar?  Why  has  there  been 
such  cheating  in  that  Army  as  to  the  pork  ?  great  part  of 
which  has  been  fit  only  for  dogs  to  eat,  owing  to  the  wa- 
goners letting  out  the  brine  to  lighten  his  load. 

The  Army  in  Canada,  O  how  unlike  the  one  before  Bos- 
ton last  year !  I  expect  to  hear  nothing  but  disgrace  and 
infamy  from  our  Canadian  Army,  without  some  great  change 
and  mighty  exertions.  If  Canada  is  gone,  America  is  un- 
done. I  speak  here  from  knowledge.  A  more  important 
post  as  to  the  support  of  our  cause  is  not  upon  this  whole 
continent.  Can't  General  Schuyler  be  removed,  with  honour, 
to  some  other  post,  or  have  an  assistant  General,  or  some 
other  measure  be  taken  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  people  in 
general  ?  What  a  dark  plot  has  been  carrying  on  of  late 
throughout  JVeio-YorA:  Government !  What  dependance  has 
Government  upon  our  internal  eneinies?  What  multitudes, 
from  one  end  of  iVew-For/c  Government  to  the  other,  stand 
tiptoe  to  join  our  enemies !  I  expect  it  will  be  but  a  few 
weeks  before  this  continent  will  be  struck  with  amazement 
and  horrour.  Great  Cromwell,  under  God,  I  rest  upon  you 
to  save  this  country  from  ruin !  I  pray  that  what  I  have 
written  may  do  no  hurt  to  the  glorious  cause  of  my  country. 
May  God  preserve  your  Excellency,  and  give  you  wisdom 
from  above,  and  lengthen  out  your  life  till  millions  shall  prO' 
claim,  with  a  voice  that  shall  shake  the  pillars  of  the  world, 
the  American  cdMse  is  finished  !  This  comes  from  my  breast, 
and  will  be  retained  in  your  Excellency's. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  humble  servant, 

AsA  Douglass. 

I  think  few  or  none  of  New-England  officers  or  soldiers 
will  serve  two  campaigns  under  General  Schuyler. 


CAPTURE  or  the  privateer  YANKEE  HERO. 

Captain  James  Tracy  sailed  from  Newburyport  the  7th  of 
June,  in  the  Yankee  Hero,  for  Boston,  with  twenty-six  men 
only,  including  officers ;  this  number  was  not  a  quarter  of  his 
complement ;  he  was  provisioned  for  a  six  months'  cruise,  and 
was  to  take  in  the  remainder  of  his  men  at  Boston.  The 
afternoon  he  went  out,  going  round  Cape  Ann  he  observed  a 
sail  in  the  offing,  but  in  his  situation  did  not  think  of  looking 
after  her.  Two  boats,  full  manned,  with  their  muskets,  who 
had  put  out  after  the  sail,  came  on  board,  and  informed  him 
a  number  of  transports  had  been  close  in  with  the  cape  that 
day.  Fourteen  men  from  the  two  boats  joined  him,  and  sent 
their  boats  on  shore ;  he  had  now  forty  hands  in  the  whole, 
(only  a  third  of  his  complement ;)  with  these  he  put  away  for 
the  sail,  which  bore  east  southeast,  about  five  leagues  dis- 
tance, the  wind  being  then  westerly  ;  at  six  miles  distance 
they  perceived  her  to  be  a  ship,  and  soon,  from  her  man- 
agement, to  be  a  ship  of  war.     As  a  contest  with  her  must 
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have  been  very  unequal,  Captain  Tracy,  who  intended  to 
make  a  iiarbour  tliat  night,  ordered  the  brig  to  be  put  about 
for  the  shore,  not  then  suspecting  the  ship  could  coiue  up 
with  him ;  but  he  had  not  tacked  ten  minutes  before  the 
westerly  wind  died  away,  and  the  ship,  taking  a  fresh  south- 
erly breeze,  came  fast  in,  endeavouring  to  cut  the  brig  off 
from  the  shore.  After  some  time,  the  ship  tiius  getting  in 
the  wake  of  the  brig,  the  wind  again  came  fresh  to  the  west- 
ward, upon  which  the  brig  hauled  to  tiie  wind,  in  the  best 
an-'le  for  the  shore ;  the  ship  gave  chase,  and  in  an  hour 
came  up  within  half  a  mile,  and  began  to  fire  her  bow- 
chasei-?,  which  the  brig  only  answered  with  a  swivel,  Cap- 
tain Tracy  reserving  his  whole  6re,  until  the  ship,  keeping  a 
constant  fire,  came  up  within  pistol-shot  upon  his  lee-quarter, 
when  the  brig  gave  her  the  best  return  they  could  make  from 
tlieir  main  and  quarter-deck  guns,  swivels,  and  small  arms, 
and  after  that  kept  up  a  constant  fire.  The  ship  was  soon 
up  alongside  ;  and  with  twelve  nine-poundersof  a  side,  upon 
one  deck,  beside  forecastle  and  quarter-deck  guns,  and  with 
her  marines  overlooking  the  brig  as  high  as  her  leading 
blocks,  kept  a  continual  fire.  After  some  time  the  ship 
hauled  her  wind  so  close,  (which  obliged  the  brig  to  do  the 
same,)  that  Captain  Tracy  was  unable  to  fight  his  lee  guns  ; 
upon  this  he  backed  under  her  stern ;  but  the  ship,  which 
sailed  much  faster,  and  worked  as  quick,  had  the  advantage, 
and  brought  her  broadside  again  upon  him,  which  he  could 
not  evade,  and  in  this  manner  they  lay  not  a  hundred  feet 
from  each  other,  yawing  to  and  fro,  for  an  hour  and  twenty 
minutes,  the  privateer's  men  valiantly  maintaining  their 
quarters  against  such  a  superior  force.  About  this  time  the 
ship's  foremast  guns  beginning  to  slack  fire,  Captain  Tracy 
slacked  under  her  stern  ;  and  when  clear  of  the  smoke  and 
fire,  perceived  his  rigging  to  be  most  shockingly  cut — ^yards 
flying  about  without  braces,  some  of  his  principal  sails  shot 
to  rags,  and  half  of  his  men  to  appearance  dying  and 
wounded.  Mr.  Main,  his  First  Lieutenant,  was  among  the 
first  wounded,  and  Mr.  Davis,  one  of  the  prize-masters,  fell 
in  the  last  attack.  In  this  situation  they  went  to  work  to 
refit  the  rigging,  and  to  carry  the  wounded  below,  the  ship 
having  then  taken  a  broad  sheer  some  way  off,  and  none  of 
her  guns  bearing  ;  but  before  they  could  get  their  yards  to 
rights,  which  they  zealously  tried  for,  in  hopes  still  to  get 
clear  of  the  ship,  as  they  were  now  nearer  in  shore,  or  to 
part  from  her  under  the  night,  she  again  came  up  and  re- 
newed the  attack,  which  obliged  Captain  Tracy  to  have 
recourse  to  his  guns  again,  though  he  still  kept  some  hands 
aloft  to  his  rigging ;  but  before  the  brig  had  again  fired  two 
broadsides, CaptainTz-ocyreceivedawound  in  his  right  thigh, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  he  could  not  stand ;  he  laid  himself 
over  the  arm-chest  and  barricado,  determined  to  keep  up 
the  fire,  but  in  a  short  time,  from  pain  and  loss  of  blood,  he 
was  unable  to  command,  growing  I'aint,  and  they  helped  him 
below ;  as  soon  as  he  came  to,  he  found  his  firing  had  ceased 
and  his  people  round  him  wounded,  and  not  having  a  sur- 
geon with  them,  in  a  most  distressed  situation,  most  of  them 
groaning  and  some  expiring.  Struck  severely  with  such  a 
spectacle.  Captain  Tracy  ordered  his  people  to  take  him 
up  in  a  chair  upon  the  quarter-deck,  and  resolved  again  to 
attack  the  ship,  which  was  all  this  time  keeping  up  her  fire  ; 
but  after  getting  into  the  air,  he  was  again  so  faint  that  he 
was  for  some  time  unable  to  speak,  and  finding  no  alterna- 
tive but  they  must  be  taken  or  sunk,  for  the  sake  of  the 
brave  men  that  remained,  he  ordered  them  to  strike  to  the 
ship,  (the  Mitford,  of  twenty -eight  guns,  John  Burr  com- 
mander.) 

Thus  was  this  action  maintained  for  upwards  of  two  hours 
in  a  low  single-decked  vessel,  with  not  half  the  metal  the 
ship  had,  against  an  JEhglish  frigate,  whose  Navy  has  been 
the  dread  of  nations,  and  by  a  quarter  the  number  of  people 
in  the  one  as  the  other ;  yet  the  victors  exulted  as  though 
they  had  overcome  a  score  as  much  superior  as  this  was 
inferior  to  them.  The  brig  had  four  men  killed  and  thirteen 
wounded,  including  officers ;  the  number  in  the  Milford 
wounded  is  not  known,  though  there  were  some.  The  de- 
privation  of  these  brave  officers  and  men  is  to  be  regretted 
by  all  friends  to  this  country.  With  justice  to  Captain  Burr, 
of  the  Milford,  it  must  be  acknowledged  he  treated  with 
humanity  and  politeness  the  officers  and  men  that  were 
wounded :  but  to  the  eternal  disgrace  of  Britain,  and  the 
present  King  and  Pariiament,  let  it  be  recorded,  that  in  this 
very  action   above  related,  upwards  of  thirty  Americans 


(prisoners  in  the  Milford)  were  forced,  at  the  forfeit  of  their 
lives,  to  fight  against  their  countrymen  ;  and  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  Yankee  Hero,  that  wore  not  wounded,  are  now 
detained  in  several  of  their  ships,  and  may  meet  with  the 
same  cruel  fate — an  exaction  that  even  savages  have  not 
been  known  to  require.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  Heroes 
men  that  not  one  would  enter  upon  the  ship's  books,  though 
not  only  urged  by  every  persuasion,  but  by  threats. 

Captain  James  Tracy,  and  Mr.  Main,  his  First  Lieute- 
nant, we  hear,  are  likely  to  do  well  of  their  wounds,  though 
they  mend  but  slowly ;  they  and  the  other  wounded  men 
are  at  Halifax ;  twelve  of  the  Hero's  men  were  kepi  on 
board  the  Milford ;  Mr.  Robert  Tracy,  his  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  the  rest  of  the  brig's  company,  are  on  board  the 
Renown,  Commodore  Banks.* 


Address  to  the  Convention  of  the  Colony  and  Ancient  Do- 
minion of  Virginia,  on  the  subject  of  Government  in 
general,  and.  recommending  a  particular  form  to  their 
consideration :  By  a  native  of  the  Colony. 

GENTLtiMEN :  When  despotism  had  displayed  her  ban- 
ners, and  with  unremitting  ardour  and  fury  scattered  her  en- 
gines of  oppression  through  this  wide  extended  continent, 
the  virtuous  opposition  of  the  people  to  its  progress  relaxed 
the  tone  of  Government  in  almost  every  Colony,  and  occa- 
sioned in  many  instances  a  total  suspension  of  law.  These 
inconveniences,  however,  were  natural,  and  the  more  readi- 
ly submitted  to,  as  there  was  then  reason  to  hope  that  justice 
would  be  done  to  our  injured  country,  the  same  laws,  exe- 
cuted under  the  same  authority,  soon  regain  their  former  use 
and  lustre,  and  peace,  raised  on  a  permanent  foundation, 
bless  this  our  native  land. 

But  since  these  hopes  have  hitherto  proved  delusive,  and 
time,  instead  of  bringing  us  relief,  daily  brings  forth  new 
proofs  of  British  tyranny,  and  thereby  separates  us  farther 
from  that  reconciliation  we  so  ardently  wished ;  does  it  not 
become  the  duty  of  your,  and  every  other  Convention,  to 
assume  the  reins  of  Government,  and  no  longer  suffer  the 
people  to  live  without  the  benefit  of  law,  and  order  the  pro- 
tection it  affords  ?  Anarchy  and  riot  will  follow  a  conti- 
nuance of  its  suspension,  and  render  the  enjoyment  of  our 
liberties  and  future  quiet  at  least  very  precarious. 

Presuming  that  this  object  will,  ere  long,  engage  your 

•  Halifax,  June  10,  1776. — On  Sunday  evening,  arrived  from  off 
Boston  Iiarbour  a  Privateer  brig,  in  the  Rebel  service,  called  ihe  Yankee 
Hero,  Captain  Tracey  ;  she  was  taken  by  the  Milford  frigate,  of  twen- 
ty eight  guns,  Captain  Jitirr,  after  an  obstinate  engagement,  in  which 
the  Captain  of  the  Privateer  received  a  ball  through  his  thigh,  soon  after 
which  they  struck.  She  is  a  fine  vessel,  and  mounts  twelve  carriage 
guns  and  six  swivels ;  her  colours  were  a  pine  tree  on  a  white  field. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Yankee  Hero  Privateer's  commission, 
by  Mexander  Jirymer,  Esq.,  agent  for  her  condemnation,  taken  by  his 
Majesty's  irigaXj^ Milford,  Captain  John  Burr  commander: 
CoioNr  OF  THE  Massachusetts-Bat  : 

The  major  part  of  the  Council  of  the  Massachvsktts-Bat,  in  New- 
Englasd,  to  Ja.  Thacet,  Gentleman,  greeting  : 

Whereas  Jamea  Tracey,  Jonathan  Jackson,  .Yathaniel  Tracey,  John 
Tracey,  and  Joseph  Lee,  Merchants,  have,  at  their  own  expen.se,  fixed 
out  and  equipped,  for  the  defence  of  .imerica,  a  vessel  called  the  Yankee 
Jlero,  burthen  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  Ions,  and  have  recommended 
you  as  a  suitable  person  to  be  commander  thereof:  We  have  thought  fit 
to  commission  you  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  do  accordingly,  t)y  these 
presents,  give  you,  the  said  James  Tracey,  full  power,  witli  such  other 
persons  as  you  shall  engage  to  your  assistance,  to  sail  in  the  said  vessel 
on  the  seas,  attack,  take,  and  bring  into  any  port  in  this  Colony  all  armed 
and  other  vessels  which  shall  be  found  making  unlawful  invasions,  at- 
tacks, or  depredations,  on  the  sea-coasts  or  navigation  of  any  part  of 
^hnerica,  or  improved  in  supplying  the  fleet  and  army,  which  have  been 
or  shall  at  any  time  he,  employed  against  the  United  Colonies,  or  em- 
ployed by  the  enemies  o( America  in  any  respKCt  whatsoever;  and  also 
all  vessels  whose  masters  or  supercargoes  shall  have  had  designs  of  car- 
rying supplies  of  any  kind  to  the  enemy,  or  that  shall  be  returning  from 
the  enemy  after  having  carried  such  supplies,  that  such  proceedings  may 
be  had  thereon  as  are  required  by  a  law  of  this  Colony,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  encouraging  the  fixing  out  of  armed  vessels  to  defend  the  sea-coast  of 
America,  and  for  erecting  a  Court  to  try  and  condenni  all  vessels  that 
shall  be  found  infesting  tlie  same."  And  you  are  hereby  directed  in  all 
your  proceedings  to  govern  yourself  by  the  said  act. 

Given  under  our  hands,  and  the  seal  of  the  said  Colony,  at  tfatertomi, 
the  20th  day  of  February,  in  tlte  sixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  Ma- 
jesty King  George  the  'I'hird. 

By  their  Honours'  command  : 

Pebez  Moutoh,  Deputy  Secretary. 

Signed— B.  Greenleaf,  IV.  Spooner,  Caleb  Cashing,  T.  Cushing, 
John  IVhetcomb,  Jedediah  Forstcr,  Kldad  Taylor,  B.  Lincoln,  Michael 
Farley,  J.  Palmer,  Moses  Gill,  Jabex  Fiiher,  B.  White,  S.  Holton,  and 
John  Taylor. 
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attention,  and  fully  persuaded  tiiat  when  it  does  it  will  be 
considered  with  all  the  candour  and  deliberation  due  to  its 
importance,  I  have  ventured  to  collect  my  sentiments  9n  the 
subject,  and  in  a  friendly  manner  ofler  them  to  your  con- 
sideration. Should  they  suggest  any  hints  that  may  tend 
to  improve  or  embellish  the  fabrick  you  are  about  to  erect, 
I  shall  deem  myself  happy  in  having  contributed  my  mite 
to  the  benefit  of  a  people  I  esteem,  and  a  country  to  which 
I  owe  every  obligation. 

Taking  for  granted,  therefore,  the  necessity  of  instituting 
a  Government  capable  of  affording  all  the  blessings  of  which 
the  most  cruel  attempts  have  been  made  to  deprive  us,  the 
first  inquiry  will  be,  which  of  the  various  forms  is  best  adapted 
to  our  situation,  and  will  in  every  respect  most  probably 
answer  our  purpose  ? 

Various  are  the  opinions  of  men  on  this  subject,  and  dif- 
ferent are  the  plans  proposed  for  your  adoption.  Prudence 
will  direct  you  to  examine  them  with  a  jealous  eye,  and 
weigh  the  pretensions  of  each  with  care,  as  well  as  imparti- 
ality. Your  and  your  children's  welfare  depends  upon  the 
choice.  Let  it  therefore  neither  be  marked  by  a  blind  at- 
tachment to  ancient  prejudices  on  the  one  hand,  or  a  restless 
spirit  of  innovation  on  the  other. 

Although  all  writers  agree  in  the  object  of  Government, 
and  admit  that  it  was  designed  to  promote  and  secure  the 
happiness  of  every  member  of  society  ;  yet  their  opinions  as 
to  the  system  most  productive  of  this  general  benefit  have 
been  extremely  contradictory.  As  all  these  systems  are  said 
to  move  on  separate  and  distinct  principles,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  analyze  them,  and  by  that  means  show  the  man- 
ner of  their  operations. 

Government  is  generally  divided  into  two  parts:  Its  mode 
or  form  of  Constitution,  and  the  principle  intended  to  direct 
it. 

The  simple  forms  of  Government  are  Despotism,  Monar- 
chy, Aristocracy,  and  Democracy.  Out  of  these  an  infinite 
variety  of  combinations  may  be  deduced.  The  absolute 
unlimited  control  of  one  man  describes  Despotism,  whereas 
Monarchy  compels  the  Sovereign  to  rule  agreeable  to  certain 
fundamental  laws.  Aristocracy  vests  the  sovereignty  of  a 
State  in  a  few  nobles ;  and  Democracy  allows  it  to  reside  in 
the  body  of  the  people,  and  is  thence  called  a  popular  Go- 
vernment. 

Each  of  these  forms  are  actuated  by  different  principles. 
The  subjects  of  an  unlimited  despotick  Prince,  whose  will 
is  their  only  rule  of  conduct,  are  influenced  by  the  principle 
of  fear.  In  a  Monarchy  limited  by  laws,  the  people  are 
insensibly  led  to  the  pursuit  of  honour ;  they  feel  an  interest 
in  the  greatness  of  their  Princes  ;  and,  inspired  by  a  desire 
of  glory,  rank,  and  promotion,  unite  in  giving  strength  and 
energy  to  the  whole  machine.  Aristocracy  and  Democracy 
claim  for  their  principle  publick  virtue,  or  a  regard  for  the 
publick  good  independent  of  private  interest. 

Let  us  inquire  from  which  of  these  several  vines  we 
should  take  a  scion  to  ingraft  on  our  wild  one ;  see  which  is 
most  congenial  to  our  soil,  and  by  the  extent  and  strength  of 
its  branches  best  calculated  to  shelter  the  people  from  the 
rage  of  those  tempests  which  often  darken  the  political  he- 
misphere. I  will  not  deny,  whatever  others  may  do,  that  in- 
dividuals have  enjoyed  a  certain  degree  of  happiness  under 
all  these  forms.  Content,  and  consequently  happiness,  de- 
pend more  on  the  state  of  our  minds  than  external  circum- 
stances, and  some  men  are  satisfied  with  fewer  enjoyments 
than  others.  Upon  these  occasions  the  inclinations  of  men, 
which  are  often  regulated  by  what  they  have  seen  and  ex- 
perienced, ought  to  be  consulted.  It  cannot  be  wise  to  draw 
them  further  from  their  former  institutions  than  obvious  rea- 
sons and  necessity  will  justify.  Should  a  form  of  Govern- 
ment directly  opposite  to  the  ancient  one  under  which  they 
have  been  happy,  be  introduced  and  established,  will  they 
not,  on  the  least  disgust,  repine  at  the  change,  and  be  dis- 
posed even  to  acts  of  violence  in  order  to  regain  their  former 
condition  ?  Many  examples  in  the  history  of  almost  every 
country  prove  the  truth  of  this  remark. 

What  has  been  the  Government  of  Virginia,  and  in  a 
revolution  how  is  its  spirit  to  be  preserved,  are  important 
questions.  The  better  to  discuss  these  ])oints,  we  should 
take  a  view  of  the  Constitution  of  England,  because  by  that 
model  ours  was  constructed,  and  under  it  we  have  enjoyed 
tranquillity  and  security.  Our  ancestors,  the  English,  after 
contemplating  the  various  forms  of  Government,  and  expe- 


riencing, as  well  as  perceiving  the  defects  of  each,  wisely 
refused  to  resign  their  liberties  either  to  the  single  man,  the 
few,  or  the  many.  They  determined  to  make  a  compound 
of  each  the  foundation  of  their  Government,  and  of  the  most 
valuable  parts  of  them  all  to  build  a  superstructure  that 
should  surpass  all  others,  and  bid  defiance  to  time  to  injure, 
or  anything,  except  national  degeneracy  and  corruption,  to 
demolish. 

In  rearing  this  fabrick,  and  connecting  its  parts,  much 
time,  blood,  and  treasure,  were  expended.  By  the  vigilance, 
perseverance,  and  activity,  of  innumerable  martyrs,  the  hap- 
py edifice  was  at  length  completed,  under  the  auspices  oT 
the  renowned  King  IJ  illiam,  in  the  year  1688.  They  wisely- 
united  the  hereditary  succession  of  the  Crown  with  the  good 
behaviour  of  the  Prince  ;  they  gave  respect  and  stability  to 
the  Legislature,  by  the  independence  of  the  Lords,  and  se- 
curity, as  well  as  importance  to  the  People,  by  being  parties 
with  their  Sovereign  in  every  act  of  legislation.  Here,  then, 
our  ancestors  rested  from  their  long  and  laborious  pursuit, 
and  saw  many  good  days  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of 
the  fruit  of  their  labours.  Content  with  having  provided 
against  the  ills  which  had  befallen  them,  they  seemed  to 
have  forgotten  that  although  the  seeds  of  destruction  might 
be  excluded  from  their  Constitution,  they  were,  neverthe- 
less, to  be  found  in  those  by  whom  their  affairs  were  admi- 
nistered. 

Time,  the  improver  as  well  as  destroyer  of  all  things, 
discovered  to  them  that  the  veiy  man  who  had  wrought  their 
deliverance  was  capable  of  pursuing  measures  leading  to 
their  destruction.  Much  is  it  to  be  lamented  that  this  mag- 
nanimous Prince,  ascending  a  throne  beset  with  uncertainty 
and  war,  was  induced,  by  the  force  of  both,  to  invent  and 
practise  the  art  of  funding  to  supply  his  wants,  and  create 
an  interest  that  might  support  him  in  possession  of  his  Crown. 
He  succeeded  to  his  wish,  and  thereby  established  a  mo- 
neyed interest,  which  was  followed  by  levying  of  taxes,  by 
a  host  of  tax-gatherers,  and  a  long  train  of  dependants  on 
the  Crown.  The  practice  grew  into  system,  till  at  length 
the  Crown  found  means  to  break  down  those  barriers  which 
the  Constitution  had  assigned  to  each  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  effectually  destroyed  the  independence  of  both 
Lords  and  Commons.  These  breaches,  instead  of  being 
repaired  as  soon  as  discovered,  were,  by  the  supineness  of 
the  nation,  permitted  to  widen  by  daily  practice,  till,  finally, 
the  influence  of  the  Crown  pervaded  and  overwhelmed  the 
whole  people,  and  gave  birth  to  the  many  calamities  which 
we  now  bewail,  and  for  the  removal  of  which  the  united 
efforts  of  America  are  at  this  time  exerted. 

Men  are  prone  to  condemn  the  whole  because  a  part  is 
objectionable;  but  certainly  it  would,  in  the  present  case, 
be  more  wise  to  consider  whether,  if  the  Constitution  was 
brought  back  to  its  original  state,  and  its  present  imperfec- 
tions remedied,  it  would  not  afford  more  happiness  than  any 
other.  If  the  independence  of  the  Commons  could  be 
secured,  and  the  dignity  of  the  Lords  preserved,  how  can 
a  Government  be  better  formed  for  the  preservation  of  free- 
dom ?  And  is  there  anything  more  easy  than  this  ?  If 
placemen  and  pensioners  were  excluded  a  seat  in  either 
House,  and  elections  made  triennial,  what  danger  could  be 
apprehended  from  prerogative  ?  I  have  the  best  authority 
for  asserting,  that  with  these  improvements,  added  to  the 
suppression  of  boroughs,  and  giving  the  people  an  equal  and 
adequate  representation,  England  would  have  remained  a 
land  of  liberty  to  the  latest  ages. 

Judge  of  the  principle  of  this  Constitution  by  the  great  ef- 
fects it  has  produced.  Their  code  of  laws,  the  boast  o{  Eng- 
lishmen and  of  freedom  ;  the  rapid  progress  they  have  made 
in  trade,  in  arts  and  sciences ;  the  respect  they  commanded 
from  their  neighbours  ;  then  gaining  the  empire  of  the  sea  ; 
are  all  powerful  arguments  of  the  wisdom  of  that  Constitu- 
tion and  Government  which  raised  the  people  of  that  island 
to  their  late  degree  of  greatness.  But  though  I  admire  their 
perfections,  1  must  mourn  their  faults ;  and  though  I  would 
guard  against,  and  cast  off  their  oppression,  yet  would  I 
retain  all  their  wise  maxims,  and  derive  advantage  from 
their  mistakes  and  misfortunes.  The  testimony  of  the  learn- 
ed Montesquieu  in  favour  of  the  English  Constitution  is  very 
respectable :  "  There  is  (says  he)  one  nation  in  the  worid 
that  has  for  the  direct  end  of  its  Constitution  political  liber- 
ty." Again  he  says,  "  It  is  not  my  business  to  examine 
whether  the  English  actually  enjoy  tills  liberty  or  not ;  suf- 
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ficient  il  is  for  my  purpose  to  observe  that  it  is  established 
by  their  laws,  and  1  inquire  no  further." 

This  Constitution  and  these  laws  liave  also  been  those 
of  Virginia,  and  let  it  be  renienibured,  that  under  them  she 
flourished  and  was  happy.  Tiie  same  principles  which  led 
the  English  to  greatness  animates  us.  To  that  principle 
our  laws,  our  customs,  and  our  manners,  are  adapted  ;  and  it 
would  be  perverting  all  order  to  oblige  us,  by  a  novel  Govern- 
ment, to  give  up  our  laws,  our  customs,  and  our  manners. 

However  necessary  it  may  be  to  shake  off  the  authority 
of  arbitrary  British  dictators,  we  ought,  nevertheless,  to  adopt 
and  perfect  that  system  which  England  has  suffered  to  be 
grossly  abused,  and  the  experience  of  ages  has  taught  us  to 
venerate.  This,  like  almost  everything  else,  is  perhaps  liable 
to  objections,  and  probably  the  difficulty  of  adopting  a  limit- 
ed Monarchy  will  be  largely  insisted  on.  Admit  this  ob- 
jection to  have  weight,  and  that  we  cannot  in  every  instance 
assimilate  a  Government  to  that,  yet  no  good  reason  can  be 
assigned  why  the  same  principle,  or  spirit,  may  not  in  a  great 
measure  be  preserved.  But  honourable  as  this  spirit  is,  we 
daily  see  it  calumniated  by  advocates  for  popular  Govern- 
ments, and  rendered  obnoxious  to  all  whom  their  artifices 
can  influence  or  delude.  The  systems  recommended  to  the 
Colonies  seem  to  accord  with  the  temper  of  the  times,  and 
are  fraught  with  all  the  tumult  and  riot  incident  to  simple 
Democracy — systems  which  many  think  it  their  interest  to 
support,  and  without  doubt  will  be  industriously  propagated 
among  you.  The  best  of  these  systems  exist  only  in  the- 
ory, and  were  never  confirmed  by  the  experience  even  of 
those  who  recommend  them.  1  flatter  myself,  therefore, 
that  you  will  not  quit  a  substance  actually  enjoyed,  for  a 
shadow  or  phantom,  by  which,  instead  of  being  benefited, 
many  have  been  misled  and  perplexed. 

Let  us  examine  the  principles  they  assign  to  their  Go- 
vernment, and  try  its  merits  by  the  unerring  standard  of 
truth.  In  a  late  pamphlet  it  is  thus  stated :  The  happiness 
of  man,  as  well  as  liis  dignity,  consists  in  virtue :  if  there  be 
a  form  of  Government,  then,  whose  principle  is  virtue,  will 
not  every  sober  man  acknowledge  it  better  calculated  to 
promote  the  general  happiness  of  society  than  any  other 
form  ?  Virtue  is  the  principle  of  a  Republick,  therefore  a 
Republick  is  the  best  form  of  Government. 

The  author,  with  what  design  I  know  not,  seems  to  have 
cautiously  blended  private  and  publick  virtue,  as  if  for  the 
purpose  of  confounding  the  two,  and  thereby  recommend- 
ing his  plan  under  the  amiable  appearance  of  courting  vir- 
tue. It  is  well  known  that  private  and  publick  virtue  are 
materially  different.  The  happiness  and  dignity  of  man,  I 
admit,  consists  in  the  practice  of  private  virtues,  and  to  this 
he  is  stimulated  by  the  rewards  promised  to  such  conduct. 
In  this  he  acts  for  himself,  and  with  a  view  of  promoting 
his  own  particular  welfare.  Publick  virtue,  on  the  other 
hand,  means  a  disinterested  attachment  to  the  publick  good, 
exclusive  and  independent  of  all  private  and  selfish  interest, 
and  which,  though  sometimes  possessed  by  a  few  individuals, 
never  characterized  the  mass  of  the  people  in  any  state. 
And  this  is  said  to  be  the  principle  of  democratical  Govern- 
ments, and  to  influence  every  subject  of  it  to  pursue  such 
measures  as  conduce  to  the  prosperity  of  the  whole.  A 
man,  therefore,  to  qualify  himself  for  a  member  of  sucii  a 
community,  must  divest  himself  of  all  interested  motives, 
and  engage  in  no  pursuits  which  do  not  ultimately  redound 
to  the  benefit  of  society.  He  must  not,  through  ambition, 
desire  to  be  great,  because  it  would  destroy  that  equality  on 
which  the  security  of  the  Government  depends ;  nor  ought 
he  to  be  rich,  lest  he  be  tempted  to  indulge  himself  in  those 
luxuries  which,  though  lawful,  are  not  expedient,  and  might 
occasion  envy  and  emulation.  Should  a  person  deserve  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  become  popular,  he  must 
be  neglected,  if  not  banished,  lest  his  growing  influence  dis- 
turb the  equilibrium.  It  is  remarkable  that  neither  the  jus- 
tice of  Aristides  nor  the  bravery  of  Themistocles  could  shield 
them  from  the  darts  of  envy  and  jealousy ;  nor  are  modern 
times  without  examples  of  the  same  kind. 

To  this  species  of  Government  everything  that  looks  like 
elegance  and  refinement  is  inimical,  however  necessary  to 
the  introduction  of  manufactures  and  the  cultivation  of  arts 
and  sciences.  Hence,  in  some  ancient  Republicks,  flowed 
those  numberiess  sumptuary  laws,  which  restrained  men 
to  plainness  and  familiarity  in  dress  and  diet,  and  all  the 
mischiefs  which  attend  agrarian  laws,  and  unjust  attempts 


to  maintain  their  idol  equality  by  an  equal  division  of  pro- 
perty. 

Schemes  like  these  may  be  practicable  in  countries  so 
sterile  by  nature  as  to  afford  a  scanty  supply  of  the  necessa- 
ries, and  none  of  the  conveniences  of  life  ;  but  they  can  never 
meet  with  a  favourable  reception  from  people  who  inhabit 
a  country  to  which  Providence  has  been  more  bountiful. 
Tiiey  will  always  claim  a  right  of  using  and  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  their  honest  industry,  unrestrained  by  any  ideal  prin- 
ciples of  Government,  and  will  gather  estates  for  themselves 
and  children  without  regarding  the  whimsical  impropriety  of 
being  richer  than  their  neighbours.  These  are  rights  which 
freemen  will  never  consent  to  relinquish ;  and  after  fighting 
for  deliverance  from  one  species  of  tyranny,  it  would  be 
unreasonable  to  expect  they  should  tamely  acquiesce  under 
anotiier. 

The  truth  is,  that  men  will  not  be  poor  from  choice  or 
compulsion,  and  these  Governments  can  exist  only  in  coun- 
tries where  the  people  are  so  from  necessity.  In  all  others 
they  have  ceased  almost  as  soon  as  erected,  and  in  many 
instances  been  succeeded  by  despotism,  and  the  arbitrary 
sway  of  some  usurper,  who  had  before  perhaps  gained  the 
confidence  of  the  people  by  eulogiums  on  liberty,  and  pos- 
sessing no  property  of  his  own,  by  most  disinterestedly  pro- 
posing depredations  on  that  of  his  neighbours. 

The  most  considerable  state  in  which  the  shadow  of  De- 
mocracy exists  (for  it  is  far  from  being  purely  so)  is  that  of 
the  United  Provinces  of  Holland,  &.c.  Their  territories  are 
confined  within  narrow  limits,  and  the  exports  of  their  own 
produce  very  inconsiderable.  Trade  is  the  support  of  that 
people,  and,  however  said  to  be  considerable,  will  not  ad- 
mit of  luxury.  With  the  greatest  parsimony  and  industry, 
they,  as  a  people,  can  but  barely  support  themselves,  al- 
though individuals  among  them  may  amass  estates.  I  own 
they  have  exhibited  to  mankind  an  example  of  perseverance 
and  magnanimity  that  appeared  like  a  prodigy.  By  the 
profits  of  their  trade  they  maintained  large  armies,  and  sup- 
ported a  navy  equal  to  the  first  in  their  day  of  warfare ; 
but  their  military  strength,  as  well  as  the  form  of  their  Go- 
vernment, have  long  since  given  way.  Their  navy  has 
dwindled  into  a  few  ships  of  war,  and  their  Government  into 
an  Aristocracy,  as  unhappy  and  despotick  as  the  one  of  which 
we  complain. 

The  State  of  Venice,  once  a  Republick,  is  now  governed 
by  one  of  the  worst  of  despotisms.  In  short,  I  do  not  recol- 
lect a  single  instance  of  a  nation  who  supported  this  form  of 
Government  for  any  length  of  time,  or  with  any  degree  of 
greatness  ;  which  convinces  me,  as  it  has  many  others,  that 
the  principle  contended  for  is  ideal,  and  a  mere  creature  of 
a  warm  imagination. 

One  of  the  first  staples  of  our  country,  you  know,  is  es- 
teemed by  many  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  luxuries  in  the 
worid,  and  I  fancy  it  will  be  no  easy  matter  to  draw  you 
into  measures  that  would  exclude  its  culture,  and  deprive 
you  of  the  wealth  resulting  from  its  exportation. 

That  I  may  not  tire  your  patience,  I  will  now  proceed  to 
delineate  the  method  in  which  I  would  distribute  the  pow- 
ers of  Government,  so  as  to  devise  the  best  code  of  laws, 
engage  their  due  execution,  preserve  the  strength  of  the 
Constitution,  and  secure  the  liberties  of  the  people.  It  is 
agreed  by  most  writers  on  this  subject,  that  this  power  should 
be  divided  into  three  parts,  each  independent  of,  but  having 
connection  with  each  other.  Let  the  people  in  the  first 
place  choose  their  usual  number  of  Representatives,  and 
let  this  right  return  to  them  every  third  year. 

Let  these  Representatives,  when  convened,  elect  a  Go- 
vernour,  to  continue  in  authority  during  his  good  behaviour, 
of  which  the  two  Houses  of  Council  of  State  and  Assembly 
should  jointly  be  the  judges,  and  by  majority  of  voices  sup- 
ply any  vacancy  in  that  office,  which  may  happen  by  dis- 
mission, death,  or  resignation. 

Let  the  Representatives  also  choose  out  of  the  Colony  at 
large  twenty-four  proper  persons  to  constitute  a  Council  of 
State,  who  should  form  a  distinct  or  intermediate  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  and  hold  their  places  for  life,  in  order  that 
they  might  possess  all  the  weight,  stability,  and  dignity,  due 
to  the  importance  of  their  office.  Upon  the  death  or  resig- 
nation of  any  of  the  members,  let  the  Assembly  appoint 
another  to  succeed  him. 

Let  no  member  of  either  House,  except  the  Treasurer, 
hold  a  post  of  profit  in  the  Government. 
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Let  t]ie  Governour  have  a  Privy  Council  of  seven  to  ad- 
vise witii,  though  tliey  should  not  be  members  of  either 
House. 

Let  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Law  and 
Chancery  be  appointed  by  the  Governour,  with  the  advice 
of  his  Privy  Council,  to  hold  their  offices  during  their  good 
behaviour,  but  should  be  excluded  a  scat  in  either  House. 

Let  the  Treasurer,  Secretary,  and  other  great  officers  of 
State,  be  chosen  by  the  lower  House,  and  proper  salaries 
assigned  to  them,  as  well  as  to  the  Judges,  Sic. 

Ijct  all  military  officers  be  appointed  by  the  Governour, 
and  all  other  inferior  civil  ones. 

Let  the  different  Courts  appoint  their  own  Clerks.  The 
Justices  in  each  County  should  be  paid  for  their  services, 
and  required  to  meet  for  the  despatch  of  business  every  three 
months.  Let  five  of  them  be  authorized  to  form  a  Court  to 
hear  and  determine  causes,  and  the  others  empowered  to 
keep  the  peace,  &.c. 

These  are  the  outlines  of  a  Government  which  would,  I 
think,  preserve  the  principle  of  our  Constitution,  and  secure 
the  freedom  and  happiness  of  the  people  better  than  any 
other. 

The  Governour  will  have  dignity  to  command  necessary 
respect  and  authority,  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  laws, 
without  being  deterred  by  the  fear  of  giving  offence  ;  and 
yet  be  amenable  to  the  other  branches  of  the  Legislature 
for  every  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  people.  If  this  great 
officer  was  exposed  to  the  uncertain  issue  of  frequent  elec- 
tions, he  would  be  induced  to  relax  and  abate  the  vigorous 
execution  of  the  laws  whenever  such  conduct  would  increase 
his  popularity.  Should  he,  by  discharging  his  duty  with 
impartiality,  give  offence  to  men  of  weight  and  influence,  he 
would  be  liable  to  all  the  opposition,  threats,  and  insults, 
which  resentment  could  suggest,  and  which  few  men  in  such 
a  dependant  state  would  have  sufficient  resolution  to  neglect 
and  despise  ;  and  hence  it  would  follow,  that  the  apprehen- 
sions of  losing  his  election  would  frequently  induce  him  to 
court  the  favour  of  the  great,  at  the  expense  of  the  duties  of 
his  station  and  the  publick  good.  For  these,  and  a  variety 
of  other  reasons,  this  office  should  be  held  during  good  be- 
haviour. 

The  Council  of  State,  who  are  to  constitute  the  second 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  should  be  for  life.  They  ought 
to  be  well  informed  of  the  policy  and  laws  of  other  States, 
and  therefore  should  be  induced,  by  the  permanence  of  their 
appointment,  to  devote  their  time  to  such  studies  as  may 
best  qualify  them  for  that  station.  They  will  acquire  firm- 
ness from  their  independency,  and  wisdom  from  their  reflec- 
tion and  experience,  and  appropriate  both  to  the  good  of  the 
State.  Upon  any  disagreement  between  the  Governour  and 
lower  House,  this  body  will  mediate  and  adjust  such  differ- 
ence ;  will  investigate  the  propriety  of  laws,  and  often  pro- 
pose such  as  may  be  of  publick  utility  for  the  adoption  of  the 
Legislature.  Being  secluded  from  offices  of  profit,  they  will 
not  be  seduced  from  their  duty  by  pecuniary  considerations. 

The  Representatives  of  the  people  will  be  under  no  temp- 
tation to  swerve  from  the  design  of  their  institution  by  bri- 
bery or  corruption,  all  lucrative  posts  being  denied  them. 
And  should  they,  on  any  occasion,  be  influenced  by  impro- 
per motives,  the  short  period  of  their  duration  will  give  their 
constituents  an  opportunity  of  depriving  them  of  power  to 
do  injury.  The  Governour,  and  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  State,  should  be  restrained  from  intermeddling  further 
in  the  elections  of  Representatives  than  merely  by  giving 
their  votes. 

The  internal  government  and  police  of  the  Colony  being 
thus  provided  for,  the  next  object  of  inquiry  that  presents 
itself  is,  how  a  superintending  power  over  the  whole  conti- 
nent shall  be  raised,  and  with  what  powers  invested.  Such 
a  power  is  confessed  on  all  hands  to  be  necessary,  as  well 
for  the  purpose  of  connecting  the  Colonies  as  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  many  general  regulations  to  which  the  Provin- 
cial Legislatures  will  not  be  competent. 

Let  a  Congress,  therefore,  be  appointed,  composed  of 
members  from  each  Colony  in  proportion  to  their  number  of 
souls ;  to  convene  at  any  place  that  may  be  agreed  upon, 
as  often  as  occasion  may  require.  Let  them  have  power 
to  adjust  disputes  between  Colonies,  regulate  the  affairs  of 
trade,  war,  peace,  alliances,  &c.;  hut  they  should  by  no 
means  have  authority  to  interfere  with  the  internal  poUce  or 


domestick  concerns  of  any  Colony ;  but  confined  strictly  to 
such  general  regulations  as,  though  necessary  for  the  good 
of  the  whole,  cannot  be  established  by  any  other  power. 

But  whether  you  settle  the  affairs  of  Government  in  this 
or  any  other  manner,  let  me  recommend  to  your  serious 
attention  the  speedy  adjustment  of  all  disputes  about  the 
boundaries  of  your  Colony,  before  they  rise  to  such  a  height 
as  to  threaten  great  uneasiness  and  inquietude. 

The  claim  of  the  proprietors  of  Indiana  on  one  side,  and 
that  of  the  Kentucky  on  the  other,  should  be  fairly  and  im- 
partially heard  and  determined,  and  notice  given  to  the 
claimants  to  attend,  that  ample  justice  may  be  done.  In  the 
mean  time,  would  it  not  be  proper  to  give  notice,  that  none 
of  those  lands  should  be  sold  or  settled  until  it  was  known 
to  whom  they  appertain  ?  The  claims  of  the  Indiana  Com- 
pany are  stated  in  a  pamphlet,  (sent  for  your  perusal,)  and 
patronized  by  the  opinions  of  some  eminent  lawyers.  But 
this  should  not  prevent  a  strict  and  thorough  investigation 
of  the  matter.  Both  claims,  it  is  certain,  cannot  be  good. 
If  the  treaty  of  Stanunx  should  be  adjudged  valid,  and  the 
right  given  up  to  the  country  of  Indiana,  that  same  treaty 
will  confirm  to  the  Colony  all  the  lands  on  this  side  the 
Ohio,  from  its  mouth,  along  the  river,  up  to  the  Pennsylva- 
nia lands,  in  the  direction  of  the  place  called  Kittaning  in 
that  Province ;  in  which  bounds  are  included  the  lands 
claimed  and  settled  by  Mr.  Henderson. 

Our  Colonial  right  to  those  lands  being  settled,  would  it 
not  be  proper  to  sell  all  such  as  may  be  unappropriated  for 
the  use  of  the  Colony,  and  apply  the  moneys  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  vast  burden  of  taxes  we  shall  incur  by  this 
war  ?  The  sooner  you  determine  this,  the  more  effectually 
you  will  frustrate  the  design  avowed  by  the  author  of  a  late 
pamphlet,  of  seizing  all  unappropriated  lands  for  the  use  of 
the  continent ;  a  design  in  which,  I  own,  I  see  as  few  traces 
of  justice  as  in  many  others  of  his  schemes. 

Having  completed  the  remarks  I  intended  to  make,  I 
hope,  whatever  reception  they  may  meet  with,  you  will 
impute  them  to  my  zeal  for  our  country's  welfare;  the 
only  motive  that  ever  shall  induce  me  to  offer  my  opinion 
or  advice. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  regard,  your  devoted 
friend,  A  Native. 


MABYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  LIEUTENANT  HARRISON. 
[No.  16.]  Annapolis,  June  8,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Convention  at  their  last  sitting  agreed  with 
Mr.  Henry  Hollingsworth  for  a  quantity  of  bayonets  at 
eight  shillings  each.  As  soon  as  they  are  furnished,  which, 
we  imagine,  will  be  shortly,  we  will  take  care  that  you 
shall  be  supplied,  and  therefore  would  not  have  you  con- 
tract for  any  at  a  different  price. 

We  are  sorry  you  are  so  very  disagreeably  circumstanced, 
as  well  as  to  the  situation  of  your  station  as  the  smallness 
of  your  quarters.  As  we  are  desirous  of  rendering  matters 
as  comfortable  as  possible  for  you,  request  you  will  inquire 
whether  there  is  a  probability  of  your  being  better  provided 
at  any  other  place  on  the  island,  and  upon  what  terms,  that 
if  we  approve  them,  we  may  remove  you  from  your  present 
quarters  as  soon  as  possible.  You  shall  have  osnaburgs  as 
soon  as  we  can  spare  it ;  we  expect  some  soon  from  Balti- 
more.    We  are,  &.C. 

To  Lieutenant   William  Harrison. 
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MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  DELEGATES  IN  CONGRESS. 

[No.  17.]  Annapolis,  June  8,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  received  Mr.  Stone's  letter  of  the  14th 
instant,  and  are  obliged  for  the  intelligence  therein  contained. 
We  have  heretofore  written  you  by  Mr.  Stewart,  which, 
doubt  not,  you  have  received.  The  Governour  is  not  yet 
gone ;  we  expect  he  will  leave  the  Province  in  a  few  days. 
What  interruption  the  Virginians  can  or  will  give  him  in 
his  passage  down  the  bay,  time  will  discover.  We  send 
you  enclosed  a  copy  of  their  resolves,  which  came  by  ex- 
press this  day,  directed  to  Charles  Carroll,  Esq.,  Chairman 
of  the  Convention,  and  appear  to  have  been  fabricated  some 
time  after  our  Convention  had  broke  up.  You  will  see 
clearly  the  intention  is  to  stir  up  the  people  against  the 
powers  now  in  being — Deputies  in  Congress,  Convention, 
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and  Council  of  Safety — for  wliicli  they  deserve  to  be  pro- 
perly rewarded.  How  far  such  proceedings  tend  to  promote 
union  and  harmony  amongst  the  Colonies,  you  will  judge  as 
well  or  better  than  we  can.  We  intend  returning  diem  a 
short  answer,  and  leave  to  the  Convention,  when  they  meet 
Uf^ain,  to  give  them  the  payment  they  deserve. 

Should  the  Congress  think  proper  to  request  us  to  march 
our  Militia  in  the  manner  T.  iitoiie  hath  intimated,  we  must 
be  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  calling  the  Conven- 
tion. It  is  not  with  us  to  say  they  shall  march  out  of  the 
Province,  and  we  doubt  the  Militia  themselves  will  be  back- 
ward in  so  doing,  until  all  danger  of  invasion  here  be  at  an 
end  for  the  season.  Three  thousand  four  hundred  Militia 
would  take  all  the  arms  we  have  that  are  serviceable ;  and 
then  what  condition  would  our  own  Province  be  in  ?  We 
should  become  an  easy  prey  to  the  men-of-war  and  tenders, 
that  will  swarm  in  the  bay  during  the  sunmier;  and  perhaps 
the  Ministerial  troops  may  be  tempted  by  our  weakness  to  do 
what  they  would  not  otherwise  have  attempted.  This,  we 
say  upon  supposition  that  we  must  furnish  them  with  arms, 
fitc.     We  shall  hear  more  fully,  however,  hereafter. 

The  intelligence  with  regard  to  seven  thousand  men 
rising  and  declaring  for  independence,  is  without  foundation. 
We  take  it  to  be  news  from  some  incendiary.  Mr.  Ptir- 
riance  got  off  with  a  severe  reprimand,  as  )  ou  will  see  by 
the  proceedings  of  the  Convention,  a  copy  of  which  we 
shall  hereafter  enclose  to  you  when  they  are  printed.  We 
all  join  in  compliments  and  best  wishes ;  and  are,  &.c. 

To  the  Deputies  for  Maryland  in  Congress. 


INSTRUCTIONS     OF     THE     ASSEMBLY    OF     PENNSYLVANIA    TO 
THEIR  DELEGATES    IN    CONGRESS. 

In  Assembly,  June  8,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  When,  by  our  instructions  of  last  Novem- 
ber, we  strictly  enjoined  you,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  to 
dissent  from,  and  utterly  reject  any  proposition,  should  such 
be  made,  that  might  cause  or  lead  to  a  separation  from 
Great  Britain,  or  a  change  of  the  form  of  this  Government, 
our  restrictions  did  not  arise  fitim  any  diffidence  of  your 
ability,  prudence,  or  integrity,  but  from  an  earnest  desire  to 
serve  the  good  people  oi Pennsylvania  with  fidelity,  in  times 
so  full  of  alarming  dangers  and  perplexing  difficulties. 

The  situation  of  publick  affairs  is  since  so  greatly  altered, 
that  we  now  think  ourselves  justifiable  in  removing  the  re- 
strictions laid  upon  you  by  those  instructions. 

The  contempt  with  which  the  last  petition  of  the  honour- 
able Congress  has  been  treated  ;  the  late  act  of  Parliament 
declaring  the  just  resistance  of  the  Colonists  against  violences 
actually  offered,  to  be  rebellion,  excluding  them  from  the 
protection  of  the  Crown,  and  even  compelling  some  of  them 
to  bear  arms  against  their  countrymen ;  the  treaties  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  with  other  Princes  for  engaging  for- 
eign  mercenaries  to  aid  the  forces  of  that  kingdom  in  their 
hostile  enterprises  against  America,  and  his  answer  to  the 
petition  of  the  Lord-Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons,  of 
the  City  of  London,  manifest  such  a  determined  and  impla- 
cable resolution  to  effect  the  utter  destruction  of  these  Co- 
lonies, that  all  hopes  of  a  reconciliation,  on  reasonable 
terms,  are  extinguished.  Nevertheless,  it  is  our  ardent  de- 
sire that  a  civil  war,  with  all  its  attending  miseries,  could  be 
ended  by  a  secure  and  honourable  peace. 

We  therefore  hereby  authorize  you  to  concur  with  the 
other  Delegates  in  Congress  in  fonning  such  further  com- 
pacts between  the  United  Colonies,  concluding  such  treaties 
with  foreign  Kingdoms  and  States,  and  in  adopting  such 
other  measures  as  shall  be  judged  necessary  for  promoting 
the  liberty,  safety,  and  interests  of  ^/nerica;  reserving  to  the 
people  of  this  Colony  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regu- 
lating the  internal  government  and  police  of  the  same. 

The  happiness  of  these  Colonies  has,  during  the  whole 
course  of  this  fatal  controversy,  been  our  first  wish ;  their 
reconciliation  with  Great  Britain  our  next.  Ardently  have 
we  prayed  for  the  accomplishment  of  both.  But  if  we 
must  renounce  the  one  or  the  other,  we  humbly  trust  in  the 
mercies  of  the  Supreme  Governour  of  the  Universe,  that  we 
shall  not  stand  condemned  before  His  throne  if  our  choice 
is  determined  by  that  overruling  law  of  self-preservation, 
which  His  divine  wisdom  has  thought  fit  to  implant  in  the 
hearts  of  His  creatures. 


BERKS  COUNTY  (PENNSYLVANIA)  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  County 
of  Berks,  June  8,  1776,  Mark  Bird,  Esquire,  in  the 
Chair. 

Resolved,  That  as  some  people  have  declared  that  no 
obedience  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  civil  authority,  because  a 
Government  will  shortly  be  founded  cm  the  authority  of  the 
people  in  the  room  of  the  present  Government ;  and  as 
such  a  conduct  will  only  serve  to  introduce  confusion  and 
disorder,  and  endanger  the  lives  and  jnoperties  of  every  in- 
dividual in  society,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  and 
they  are  determined  to  support  the  same  to  the  utmost  of 
their  abilities,  that  the  same  obedience  should  be  paid  to 
the  civil  authority  as  used  to  be  paid  to  it,  till  a  new  Con- 
stitution shall  be  formed  by  a  Provincial  Convention,  and 
commissions  shall  be  issued  by  virtue  of  the  new  legislative 
authority  for  the  appointment  of  Courts  and  Magistrates,  to 
preserve  the  peace  and  administer  justice  to  the  people  ;  and 
then  the  authority  of  the  present  Courts  and  Magistrates 
will  cease  of  course. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

CoLLiNSON  Read,  Secretary. 


JAMES  McLENE  TO  PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 
[Read  .June  13,  1776.] 

Shippensburgh,  June  8,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  ordered  by  the  Committee  of  Cumberland 
County  to  send  you  the  enclosed  Resolve. 

And  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

James  McLene,  Chairman. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

In  Committee  of  Cumberland  County, 
Shippensburgh,  June  7,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  West-Pennshorough  Township,  in 
this  County,  on  the  4th  instant  seized  sixteen  kegs  of  Gun- 
powder, which,  by  letters  produced  to  this  Committee — one 
signed  Lewis  Morris,  bearing  date  at  Philadelphia,  14th  of 
May  last,  addressed  to  Major  Ephraim  Blair,  bearing  date 
the  4th  instant,  and  addressed  to  Captain  George  Morgan, 
at  Fort  Pitt — appear  to  be  part  of  a  ton  of  Gunpowder 
ordered  by  the  said  Leivis  Morris  to  the  said  Ephraim  Blair, 
and  by  him  forwarded  to  Fort  Pitt.  We  have  not  been 
able  to  discover,  neither  by  the  letters  nor  by  the  testimony 
of  Ephraim  Blair,  to  what  use  the  same  gunpowder  is  to 
be  applied ;  therefore  suspect  it  must  be  private  property, 
and  not  designed  for  publick  use,  which,  we  apprehend, 
may  be  very  injurious  to  the  common  cause. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  aforesaid  sixteen  kegs 
of  Gunpowder,  now  under  the  care  of  the  Committee  of 
West-Pennsborough  Township,  together  with  nine  kegs 
more  in  the  custody  of  Ephraim  Blair,  at  his  plantation, 
near  Carlisle,  be  immediately  delivered  to  Stephen  Duncan, 
Samuel  Laird,  and  James  Pollock,  of  Carlisle,  by  them  to 
be  kept  in  the  publick  Magazine  at  Carlisle  until  our  pro- 
ceedings therein  shall  be  communicated  to  the  honourable 
the  Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  and  until  an  or- 
der for  the  further  disposal  thereof,  signed  by  the  President 
of  the  Congress,  shall  be  produced  to  them,  which  order 
they  are  hereby  ordered  to  obey. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

James  McLene,  Chairman. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


lieutenant  hallock  to  marine  committee. 

Cape  May,  June  8,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  just  received  your  order  for  a  cruise, 
and  should  comply  with  it,  but  the  sloop  makes  so  much 
water  I  think  she  is  not  safe ;  her  stern  is  in  a  shattered 
condition,  and  judge  she  will  not  be  fit  for  service  till  that 
is  taken  out.  She  makes  nine  or  ten  inches  every  hour, 
and  daily  increases.  1  wrote  you  this  morning  by  Captain 
Sion,  in  a  sloop  from  'Statia. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

William  Hallock. 

To  the  Honourable  Marine  Committee. 
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WILLIAM  HENSHAW  TO  GENERAL  GATES. 

Long-Island,  June  8,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  many  kind  interpositions  in  my  behalf,  since 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  beini;  acquainted  with  you,  de- 
mand my  warmest  acknowledgments  and  most  sincere 
thanks,  which  I  beg  your  acceptance  of.  I  congratulate 
you  on  your  promotion  to  a  Major-Gencral.  It  gives  me 
great  satisfaction  in  observing  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  promoting  gentlemen  of  abilities  and  merit.  That 
you  may  still  rise  higher  and  higher  in  the  esteem  of  your 
country  and  all  good  men,  and  enjoy  everything  which 
may  tend  to  your  happiness,  is  the  real  wish  of  your  much 
obliged  and  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

William  Henshaw. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  June  10,  1776.  Referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  on  the 
6th,  viz:  Mr.  Sherburne,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  F.  Lee,  and 
Mr.  Gwinnet.] 

New-York,  June  8,  1776. 

Sir  :  Tn  my  letter  of  yesterday,  which  I  had  the  honour 
of  addressing  you,  and  which  was  designed  to  have  come 
by  post,  but  was  prevented  by  his  departure  before  the 
usual  time,  I  mentioned  my  having  received  by  express  a 
letter  and  sundry  papers  from  General  Schuyler  respecting 
Sir  John  Johnson,  copies  of  which  I  herewith  transmit  you 
for  your  inspection  and  perusal.  They  will  show  you  what 
measures  were  planned  and  attempted  for  apprehending  him, 
and  securing  the  Scotch  Highlanders  in  Tryon  County. 

Having  heard  that  the  troops  at  Boston  are  extremely 
uneasy,  and  almost  mutinous  for  want  of  pay,  (several 
months  of  which  being  now  due,)  I  must  take  the  liberty 
to  repeat  a  question  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  5th  ultimo  : 
"  What  mode  is  to  be  pursued  respecting  it,  whether  is 
money  to  be  sent  from  hence  by  the  Paymaster-General, 
or  some  person  subordinate  to  him,  to  be  appointed  there 
for  that  purpose  ?"  I  expected  some  direction  would  have 
been  given  long  ere  this,  from  what  was  contained  in  yours 
accompanying,  or  about  the  time  of,  the  last  remittance.  I 
presume  it  has  been  omitted  by  reason  of  the  multiplicity  of 
important  business  before  Congress. 

In  perusing  the  several  resolves  you  honoured  me  with 
when  at  Philadelphia,  and  since  my  return,  I  find  one  al- 
lowing a  Chief  Engineer  for  the  Army  in  a  separate  depart- 
ment. The  service  requiring  many  of  them,  I  wish  Con- 
gress, if  they  know  any  persons  skilled  in  this  business, 
would  appoint  them.  General  Schuyler  has  frequently  ap- 
plied for  and  suggested  the  necessity  of  having  some  in  Ca- 
nada.    I  myself  know  of  none. 

I  also  find  there  is  a  resolve  of  the  3d  of  June,  for  taking 
Indians  into  service,  which,  if  literally  construed,  confines 
them  to  that  in  Canada.  Is  that  the  meaning  of  Congress, 
or  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  may  order  their  service  to 
any  place  he  may  think  necessary? 

In  respect  to  establishing  expresses  between  the  several 
Continental  posts,  who  is  to  do  it  ?  The  resolve  does  not 
say.  Is  it  expected  by  Congress  that  I  should?  Whoever 
the  work  is  assigned  to,  1  think  should  execute  it  with  the 
utmost  despatch.  The  late  imperfect  and  contradictory 
accounts  respecting  our  defeat  at  the  Cedars,  strongly  point 
out  the  necessity  there  is  for  it.  No  intelligence  has  yet 
come  from  any  officer  in  command  there,  and  most  probably 
for  want  of  a  proper  channel  to  convey  it,  though  this  mis- 
fortune happened  so  long  ago. 

When  I  had  the  honour  of  being  in  Congress,  if  I  mistake 
not,  I  heard  a  resolve  read,  or  was  told  of  one,  allowing  the 
New-York  troops  the  same  pay  of  others  in  the  Continental 
service.  This,  if  any  such,  I  do  not  find ;  and  if  there  is 
not  such  a  one,  I  shall  be  under  some  embarrassment  how 
to  pay  the  Militia  to  be  provided  by  this  Province.  The 
resolve  providing  them  says,  they  are  to  be  paid  while  in 
service  as  other  troops  are ;  but  if  those  inlisted  heretofore 
in  this  Province  are  to  receive  according  to  the  first  es- 
tablishment, it  is  a  matter  of  doubt  what  the  Militia  are  to 
have. 

Before  this  comes  to  hand,  a  handbill,  containing  an  ac- 
count of  a  victory  gained  by  General  Arnold  over  the  party 
that  had  defeated  Colonel  Bedel  and  Major  Sherburne,  will 
most  probably  have  reached  you.  1  have  inquired  into  the 
authenticity  of  this  fortunate  report,  and  have  found  there 


is  no  dependance  to  be  put  in  it,  nor  do  I  believe  it  deserv- 
ing of  the  least  credit.  1  shall  be  happy  not  to  hear  the 
reverse. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  great  esteem, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 

P.  S.  If  Congress  have  cot)ie  to  any  resolution  about  an 
allowance  to  induce  men  to  reinlist.  you  will  please  to  fa- 
vour me  with  it,  as  the  time  the  Rifle  Regiment  is  engaged 
for  is  just  expired. 

As  the  Militia  will  be  coming  in,  and  they  will  be  in 
much  need  of  covering,  please  to  have  all  the  tents,  and 
cloth  proper  for  making  them,  that  may  be  procured,  for- 
warded as  soon  as  possible. 

Fort  George,  May  31,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  22d  instant 
was  delivered  me  last  evening.  I  learn,  with  particular  sa- 
tisfaction, that  Congress  has  requested  your  attendance  to 
advise  with  them  on  the  measures  necessary  to  be  adopted 
for  the  present  campaign.  I  foresee  many  salutary  conse- 
quences from  this  step. 

Although  I  have  transmitted  you  some  further  disagree- 
able accounts  from  Canada  since  the  date  of  your  favour, 
yet  I  hope  they  will  be  the  last.  By  a  letter  from  General 
Thompson,  I  find  he  was  ordered  to  repossess  himself  of 
Deschambault,  with  sixteen  hundred  men,  and  that  he  was 
to  leave  Sorel  (where  General  Thomas  was  arrived)  on  the 
20th ;  he  laments,  however,  that  Colonel  Greaton's  Regiment 
had  been  inoculated  for  the  small-pox.  An  hour  after  I  had 
despatched  my  last  of  the  28tli,  thirteen  of  our  staunch 
friends,  the  Oneidas,  ari'ived  here  with  a  speech  from  the 
sachems,  informing  me  that  some  of  the  Six  Nations  had 
gone  from  Niagara  in  order  to  join  our  enemies,  and  that 
they  were  on  their  way  to  Canada,  to  prevent  the  defection 
of  the  Canadian  tribes.  They  remained  here  a  few  hours, 
and  then  proceeded. 

This  morning  thirty  carpenters  left  this  to  repair  to 
Skenesborough,  by  the  way  of  Ticondcroga,  in  order  to  con- 
struct gondolas,  although  nothing  is  prepared  for  building 
them.  I  hope,  nevertheless,  to  finish  one  in  a  short  time,  at 
least  I  will  do  everything  in  my  power  to  complete  it  the 
soonest  possible,  and  for  that  purpose  I  shall  leave  this  to- 
morrow to  put  all  in  train.  Since  General  Sullivan's  de- 
parture, I  have  finished  sixty  batteaus,  nor  shall  I  cease 
until  I  am  advised  by  your  Excellency  that  no  more  troops 
are  coming  this  way. 

I  wish  a  person  that  understood  the  construction  of  the 
best  gondolas  was  sent  up  express  to  me,  for  although  they 
should  not  be  able  to  get  down  the  Falls  of  Chambly,  yet 
they  will  be  of  service  on  Lake  Champlain,  should  our  Army 
be  obliged  to  retreat.  The  vessels  we  have  there  (except 
the  Royal  Savage)  are  of  very  little  force. 

I  enclose  your  Excellency  my  orders  to  Colonel  Dayton, 
his  letters,  and  other  papers  relative  to  the  transaction 
in  Johnstown.  William  Yates,  the  Secretary  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs, will  transmit  you  the  speeches  of  the  Indians,  and  the 
answer  to  them. 

I  am  just  informed  that  General  Thomas  has  taken  the 
small-pox,  is  at  Chambly,  and  rather  in  a  dangerous  way. 

I  have  not  yet  had  any  return  from  Canada,  either  of  the 
Army,  the  provisions,  or  stores,  nor  the  least  information, 
from  any  officer  in  command,  of  the  disaster  that  befel  Col- 
onel Bedel  at  the  Cedars ;  but  I  fear  it  is  too  true,  as  it  is 
confirmed  by  several  persons  arrived  since  I  wrote  this  letter, 
who  left  Montreal  on  Sunday,  the  26th. 

I  am  informed,  by  persons  of  good  credit,  that  about  one 
hundred  persons,  living  on  what  are  commonly  called  the 
New-Hampshire  Grants,  have  had  a  design  to  seize  me  as  a 
Tory,  and  perhaps  still  have.  There  never  was  a  man  so 
infamously  scandalized  and  ill  treated  as  I  am,  and  I  hope 
Congress  will  publickly  do  me  that  justice  which  I  thank 
your  Excellency  for  having  done  me  in  your  letter  of  the 
21st,  if  that  respectable  body  is  convinced  (of  which  I 
make  no  doubt)  of  my  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
my  injured  country. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  ever  most  sincerely  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  General  Washington. 
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GENERAL.    ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  1,  1776. 

(Parole,  J»j.)  (Countcr.ign,  ^Ucp) 

A  Sergeant,  Corporal,  and  twelve  men,  to  march  to- 
morrow morning,  at  six  o'clock ;  at  which  time  they  will 
be  directed  where  to  march.  They  are  to  be  furnished  with 
six  days'  provisions  per  man. 

Eight  men  (that  understand  making  cartridges)  from  each 
of  the  five  Regiments  in  General  Spencers  Brigade,  and 
from  Colonel  Nitons  and  Colonel  fVebb's  Regiments,  to 
parade  to-morrow  morning,  at  six  o'clock,  at  the  Bowling- 
Green,  before  Colonel  Knox's  door,  and  receive  their  fur- 
ther orders  fix)m  him. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  2, 1776. 

(Parole,  Fitch)  (Countersign,  Babcock  ) 

General  Greene  to  order  all  Arms  in  his  Brigade  which 
want  repairs  to  be  immediately  brought  into  the  Armourer's 
shop,  where  they  will  be  fitted  up  properly ;  after  which, 
all  repairs  will  be  stopped  out  of  the  men's  wages. 

Capt.  Oliver  Soper,  of  the  Thirteenth  or  Colonel  Read's 
Regiment,  tried  at  the  General  Court-Martial,  (whereof  Co- 
lonel JKixon  is  President,)  on  complaint  of  Lieutenant  Tho- 
mas Williams,  of  said  Company,  for  "defrauding  the  publick, 
in  knowingly  and  willingly  drawing  pay  for  more  men  than 
he  had  belonging  to  his  Company."  The  Court  are  of  opi- 
nion that  Captain  Soper  is  not  guilty  of  the  charge  brought 
against  him ;  therefore,  do  acquit  him. 

The  General  approves  of  the  proceedings  of  the  above 
Court-Martial,  and  orders  that  Captain  Soper  be  immedi- 
ately released  from  his  arrest. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  Williams,  of  Captain  Soper's  Com- 
pany, and  Colonel  Read's  Regiment,  also  tried  at  the  above 
Court-Martial,  for  "  impeaching  and  falsely  asserting  that 
Captain  Soper,  of  the  said  Regiment,  had  knowingly  and 
designedly  defrauded  the  publick,  in  making  up  and  draw- 
ing pay  for  more  men  than  he  had  in  his  Company ;  also, 
for  signing  Returns  of  the  Company,  expressly  against  the 
orders  of  Captain  Soper ;  also,  for  refusing  to  repair  to  his 
tent  when  ortlered  by  Captain  S(rper."  The  Court  are  of 
opinion  that  the  prisoner  is  guilty  of  the  charge,  and  unani- 
mously adjudge  that  he  be  cashiered  for  the  said  offence. 

The  General  approves  of  the  sentence  of  the  above  Court- 
Martial,  and  orders  that  Mr.  Williams,  late  a  Lieutenant  in 
Colonel  Read^s  Regiment,  immediately  depart  the  Camp, 
by  the  way  of  Kingsbridge,  or  on  board  a  vessel  going  up 
the  Sound. 

John  Quinn,  of  Captain  Allen's  Company  and  Colonel 
Ward^s  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  Court-Martial  for  "  de- 
sertion," is  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  receive  thirty- 
nine  lashes  on  his  bare  back  for  said  offence. 

John  Luby  and  James  Johnston,  both  of  Captain  King's 
Company,  and  Colonel  Ward's  Regiment,  tried,  severally, 
at  the  above  Court-Martial  for  "  desertion,"  are  each  found 
guilty,  and  sentenced,  severally,  to  be  whipped  thirty-nine 
lashes  on  their  bare  backs. 

The  General  approves  of  the  several  sentences  above, 
and  orders  them  to  be  put  in  execution  to-morrow  morning, 
at  guard-mounting. 

Hugh  Killbreath,  of  Captain  Ross's  Company,  in  Colo- 
nel Hand's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  Court-Martial  for 
"  assaulting,  beating,  and  wounding  Asa  Baker  and  David 
Avery,  of  the  Artillery,"  is  found  guilty  of  the  charge  brought 
against  him,  and  sentenced  to  be  whipped  thirty-nine  lashes 
on  his  bare  back. 

The  General  approves  of  the  above  sentence,  and  orders 
the  prisoner  to  be  transmitted  to  his  Corps,  and  that  the 
punishment  be  inflicted  on  him  at  the  head  of  the  Regiment, 
at  guard-mounting,  on  the  first  morning  the  Commanding 
Officer  shall  find  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  3,  1 776. 
(Parole,  llartford.y  (Countersign,  tVenlhertJittd.) 

Colonel  Learned's  and  Colonel  Webb's  Regiments  to  be 
mustered  Wednesday  morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  4,  1776. 
(Parole,  Brunmick.)  (Countersign,  Stratford.) 

Colonel  Read's  Regiment  to  be  mustered  to-morrow 
morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  and  not  Colonel  Webb's,  as  was 
mentioned  in  the  orders  of  yesterday. 


Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  5,  1776. 
(Parole,  Eiopua.)  (Countersign,  Jllbany.) 

Lieutenant  John  Riggs,  of  Captain  McFarland's  Com- 
pany and  Colonel  Dixon's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  General 
Court-Martial  (whereof  Colonel  Nixon  is  President)  for 
"  counterfeiting  and  assuming  the  character  of  a  Field- 
Officer,  and,  under  pretence  of  being  Field-Officer  of  the 
Day,  ordering  out  one  of  the  principal  Guards  in  the  Army, 
imposing  upon  Captain  Sumner,  commanding  the  Upper  Bar- 
rack Guard,  and  behaving  herein  unbecoming  the  character 
of  an  officer,  acting  in  subversion  of  military  order,  &,c.,"  is 
found  guilty  of  the  several  charges  brought  against  him,  and 
sentenced  by  the  Court  to  be  cashiered  for  the  same. 

The  General  approves  of  the  sentence  of  the  Court,  and 
orders  that  Mr.  John  Riggs,  late  a  Lieutenant  in  Colonel 
Nixon's  Regiment,  do  depart  the  Army,  city,  and  encamp- 
ment immediately. 

George  Cottingen  and  Daniel  Dunevil,  both  of  Captain 
Van  Wijck's  Company,  of  Colonel  McDougaWs  Regiment, 
tried  at  the  above  Court-Martial  for  "  desertion,"  are  seve- 
rally found  guilty  of  the  same,  and  sentenced  to  be  whipped 
thirty-nine  lashes  each  on  their  bare  backs. 

The  General  approves  the  above  sentences,  and  orders 
them  to  be  put  in  execution  to-morrow  morning,  at  guard- 
mounting,  at  the  head  of  the  Regiment. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  6,  1776. 
(Parole,  Woodstock.)  (Countersign,  Dudley.) 

The  Brigadiers  of  each  Brigade  are  to  send  to  the  Quar- 
termasters-General to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock,  for  the  Spears. 
The  Colonel  of  each  Regiment  wanting  Arms  is  to  draw 
on  Mr.  Cheever,  Commissary  of  Stores,  for  thirteen,  and 
give  their  receipts. 

One  Captain,  two  Subalterns,  two  Sergeants,  two  Cor- 
porals, and  fifty  Privates,  from  Colonel  Webb's  Regiment, 
to  parade  to-morrow  morning,  at  six  o'clock,  at  Whitehall- 
Slip ;  these  men  to  be  furnished  with  five  days'  provision, 
and  each  man  an  axe  to  cut  pickets ;  axes  and  provisions 
to  be  got  ready  this  day :  they  are  not  to  bring  their  fire- 
arms.    This  party  to  be  deducted  from  their  usual  details.    . 

The  Guard  of  one  Subaltern,  one  Sergeant,  one  Corpo- 
ral, and  twenty-four  Privates,  from  the  Fourth  Brigade,  with 
six  days'  provisions,  is  to  be  posted  at  Kingsbridge,  to  pre- 
vent any  soldiers  of  the  Army  passing  that  way,  unless  they 
have  leave,  in  writing,  from  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
their  respective  Corps.  This  Guard  is  to  be  relieved  every 
Wednesday,  till  further  orders.  All  Masters  of  vessels  and 
Ferrymen  are  strictly  enjoined  not  to  carry  off  any  soldiers 
of  the  Army,  without  leave,  in  writing,  from  their  Com- 
manding Officer. 

Each  of  the  three  Brigades  in  the  Grand  Camp  is  to  fur- 
nish a  Patrol  every  two  hours  in  the  day-time,  consisting  of 
a  Sergeant  and  six  men,  who  are  to  patrol  at  least  two  miles 
to  the  northward  of  their  respective  Camps,  and  to  take  up 
all  soldiers  whom  they  find  with  fire-arms  out  of  Camp,  and 
endeavour  to  prevent  their  committing  any  disordei-s  what- 
ever, and  in  particular  to  seize  and  confine  all  who  shall  fire 
a  gun. 

The  Fourth  Brigade  is  to  furnish  a  Guard,  consisting  of 
one  Subaltern,  one  Sergeant  and  Corporal,  one  Drum,  and 
twenty  Privates,  to  guard  the  works  on  Bayard's  Hill,  and 
be  relieved  every  day. 

George  Edgel,  of  Captain  Hobby's  Company  and  Colo- 
nel Ritzema's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  General  Court-Martial 
(whereof  Colonel  Niron  is  President)  for  "  leaving  his 
guard,  getting  drunk,  and  damning  the  Officer  of  the  Guard," 
is  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  whi])ped  thirty-nine 
lashes  on  his  bare  back. 

John  O'Brien,  of  Captain  Varick's  Company  and  Colo- 
nel McDougaWs  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  Court-Martial 
for  "  sleeping  on  his  post  when  sentry,"  is  found  guilty,  and 
sentenced  to  be  whipped  twenty  lashes  on  his  bare  back. 

Benjamin  Richards,  of  Captain  MighiWs  Company  and 
Colonel  Baldwin's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  Court- 
Martial  for  "  publishing  the  countersign,  and  openly  pro- 
claiming it  in  a  publick  house,  after  tattoo  beating,"  is  found 
guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  whipped  twenty  lashes  on  his 
bare  back,  for  said  offence. 

John  Sinnet,  of  Captain  Johnson's  Company  and  Colo- 
nel McDougaWs  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  Court-Mar- 
tial for  "  desertion,"  is  found  guilty  of  the  same,  and  sen- 
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tenced  to  be  whipped  twenty  laslies  on  his  bare  back,  for 
said  offence. 

The  General  approves  of  all  the  foregoing  sentences,  and 
orders  that  they  be  put  in  execution  at  the  usual  time  and 
place.  

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  7,  1 776. 
(Farole,  Gatts.)  (Countersign,  Mifflin.) 

The  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  have  been 
pleased  to  appoint  Horatio  Gates,  Esq.,  Major-General,  and 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  Brigadier-General,  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  Colonies.     They  are  to  be  obeyed  as  such. 

The  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  have  been 
pleased  to  appoint  Stephen  Moylan,  Esquire,  to  be  Quar- 
termaster-General, in  the  room  of  Thomas  Miffiin,  Esquire, 
preferred,  and  is  to  be  obeyed  as  such. 

Walter  Stewart  and  Isaac  Peirce,  Esquires,  are  appointed 
Aids-de-Camp  to  Major-General  Gates.  All  orders,  writ- 
ten or  verbal,  delivered  by  either  of  them,  are  to  be  consi- 
dered as  coming  from  the  Major-General,  and  obeyed  as 
such. 

After  Orders,  June  7,  1776. 

The  Adjutants  of  each  Regiment  to  give  in  immediately 
at  Head-Quarters  a  Return  of  what  number  of  Pikes  are 
fit  for  service,  and  what  number  wanting  to  complete  in 
each  Regiment. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  8,  1776. 
(Parole,  York.)  (Countersign,  Hudson.) 

The  Quartermaster-General  is  to  return  the  number  of 
Spears  and  Intrenching  Tools  in  his  store. 

The  Brigadiers  are  to  see  that  an  exact  Return  of  the 
Spears  in  their  respective  Brigades  and  Posts  is  also  given  in, 
and  that  a  Report  be  forthwith  made  of  the  deficiencies  of 
Arms  and  Accoutrements  wanting  in  each  Regiment,  dis- 
tinguishing the  kinds.  These  several  Returns  are  expected 
without  delay. 

The  Colonels  and  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments 
and  Corps  are  to  make  out  Pay-Abstracts  for  the  month  of 
April.  These  are  to  be  carefully  examined  by  the  Briga- 
dier under  whom  they  serve  and  the  Paymaster-General, 
before  they  are  brought  to  the  Commander-in-Cliief  to  sign 
the  warrants. 

The  Brigadier  of  the  day  is  to  make  a  Report  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  in  writing,  so  soon  as  his  tour  of  duty 
is  ended,  of  the  Guards,  and  all  remarkable  occurrences. 

The  charges  made  by  Captain  Butler  against  Lieutenant 
Silas  Walker,  of  Colonel  Nixon's  Regiment,  are  to  be  laid 
before  the  General  Court-Martial,  now  sitting,  and  the  par- 
ties to  attend,  with  their  evidences,  when  called  for  by  the 
Court. 

Lieutenant  Van  Hook,  of  Colonel  McDougaWs  Regi- 
ment, charged  with  "  disobedience  of  orders,"  to  be  tried  by 
the  General  Court-Martial  now  sitting ;  also. 

Lieutenant  Ezekiel  Oakley,  of  Colonel  McDougaWs 
Regiment,  charged  with  "  beating  Sally  Patterson,  an  inha- 
bitant of  this  town,  on  the  head  with  a  stick,"  to  be  tried  by 
the  General  Court-Martial  now  sitting. 

The  different  charges  against  the  several  persons  above- 
mentioned  to  be  tried,  to  be  given  in  immediately  to  the 
Judge- Advocate,  together  with  the  names  of  the  evidences. 
All  evidences  are  to  give  due  attendance. 

Colonel  Niton's,  Varnum's,  Parsons's,  Little's,  Hunting- 
ton's, Webb's,  and  Arnold's  Regiments,  have  never  given 
a  Return  of  their  Arms  and  Accoutrements,  although  order- 
ed near  a  month  since.  It  is  expected  they  will  be  more 
particular  in  future.  And  as  an  alteration  in  the  state  of  the 
Arms  and  Accoutrements  may  have  happened  in  some  of 
the  Regiments  which  have  sent  in  their  Returns,  by  pur- 
chases of  Arms,  k.c.,  since,  those  Regiments  are  desired  to 
furnish  a  fresh  Return,  agreeable  to  the  General  Order 
above,  specifying  "good,"  "bad,"  and  "wanting." 


ALBANY    COMMITTEE    TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Albany  Committee-Chamber,  June  8,  1776. 

Siu:  We  have  this  moment  received  from  the  Mohawk 
River  an  account  of  an  intended  invasion  on  our  frontiers. 
A  copy  of  this  information  we  herewith  enclose  you.  In  con- 
sequence whereof  the  Militia  of  Schenectady,  together  with 
the  Militia  of  the  County  of  Tryon,  are  ordered  to  march 


immediately  to  the  westward.  But  our  apprehensions  arc 
considerably  increased  by  the  reflection  that  the  whole 
County  of  Albany  has  only  a  supply  of  one  ton  and  the 
County  of  Tryon  of  a  quarter  of  a  ton  of  powder — a  quan- 
tity scarce  sufficient  to  give  ten  rounds  to  each  man.  We 
are  therefore  obliged  to  press  you,  in  the  most  earnest  man- 
ner, to  give  us  a  further  supply  of  ammunition,  without  which 
it  may  be  dreaded  that  we  shall  be  obliged  to  give  up  our 
frontiers  for  want  of  the  necessary  means  of  defence. 
We  are,  sir,  your  most  humble  servants.  , 

By  order:  Abraham  Yates,  Chairman. 

To  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  New-  York. 


colonel    BELLINGER    TO    COLONEL    F.    FISHEH. 

German  Flats,  June  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  This  minute  an  express  came  from  one  of 
our  best  Indians,  with  the  news  that  a  great  number  of  the 
far  Indians  had  arrived  at  Oneida,  and  were  on  their  march 
down  ;  so  we  sent  an  express  yesterday  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Johnstown,  with  the  news  which  we  got  yesterday 
from  Fort  Stanwix ;  but  we  can  get  no  assistance  ;  so  there- 
fore the  necessity  requires  that  you  will  come  up  with  your 
regiment  immediately,  to  meet  them  without  delay,  or  we 
shall  all  be  slaughtered ;  and  send  the  orders  to  the  next  re- 
giment with  speed. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  your  humble  servant, 

Frederick  Bellinger. 

To  Frederick  Fisher,  Colonel  Mohawk  District. 


general    SCHUYLER    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Received  June  14,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  for  Indian  Affairs,] 

Fort  George,  June  8,  1776. 

Sir  :  Last  night  Mr.  Kirkland  arrived  here,  with  letters 
from  Colonel  Dayton  and  the  Secret  Committee  of  Albany, 
which  refers  me  to  him  for  a  representation  of  the  state  of 
affairs  among  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  which,  in  com- 
pliance with  my  request,  he  has  committed  to  paper,  copy 
of  which  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  you.  1  am  fully 
sensible  of  the  necessity  of  taking  post  at  the  place  where 
Fort  Stamoix  formerly  stood.  The  least  acquaintance  with 
that  part  of  the  country  points  out  the  importance  of  the 
pass,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  occupied  by  us,  to  prevent  its 
being  done  by  the  enemy,  which  they  will  most  assuredly 
attempt,  should  they  recover  possession  of  Canada,  as  to 
that  place  they  can  send  provisions,  Stc,  by  water,  and 
form  a  magazine  for  the  supply  of  the  Indians  in  their  in- 
terest ;  and  would  also  so  effectually  have  those  that  are  still 
our  friends  in  their  power,  that  they  would  not  long  remain 
so.  But  before  we  take  post  there,  and  whilst  eveiy  neces- 
sary is  preparing  to  do  it  in  such  a  manner  as  that  we  may 
not  meet  with  any  obstruction  from  Indians  or  others,  I  am 
humbly  of  opinion  that  a  conference  with  the  Six  Nations 
should  be  held  at  the  German  Flats ;  that  they  should  be 
informed  how  much  it  grieves  us  to  find  that  some  of  their 
people,  contrary  to  their  most  solemn  engagements,  have 
actually  joined  the  enemy  and  committed  hostilities ;  that 
we  well  know  that  many  of  the  Indians  ai'e  friendly  to  us, 
and  that  the  conduct  of  those  that  are  engaged  against  us 
gives  us  great  uneasiness ;  that  since  some  Indians  have  now 
openly  joined  the  enemy,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  request 
that  such  of  them  as  are  our  friends  should  declare  for  us, 
and  that  we  and  they  should  enter  into  mutual  engagements 
to  defend  each  other ;  that  such  as  mean  to  act  against  us 
should  now  declare  it,  that  we  may  distinguish  between  our 
friends  and  enemies,  and  take  proper  measures  to  distress  the 
one  and  protect  the  other ;  that,  in  order  to  secure  ourselves, 
and  our  Indian  friends,  we  mean  immediately  to  take  post 
at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  ei-ect  a  fortification  there  ;  that  hitherto 
we  had  neglected  securing  our  western  frontier,  because  we 
had  believed  what  they  had  said,  and  had  confided  in  their 
engagements,  otherwise  an  expedition  would  have  been  car- 
ried on  early  in  the  spring  against  the  enemy's  fort  at  Os- 
wegatchic ;  that  they  would  see  that  it  was  owing  merely 
to  our  confidence  in  them  that  we  had  neglected  to  take 
possession  of  Fort  Stanwix,  and  not  to  a  want  of  ability,  for 
that  in  ten  days'  time  we  shall  have  a  fort  there,  and  keep 
a  body  of  men  sufficient  to  cut  off  any  parties  that  may  at- 
tempt to  distress  our  frontiers ;  that  such  as  act  against  us 
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mu'^t  never  expect  that  they  will  regain  our  friendship ;  that, 
as  the  Mohawk  warriors  have,  from  the  beginning,  been  our 
enemies,  and  joined  with  the  King's  troops,  and  have  fought 
against  us,  without  the  least  cause  gi\en  them  for  such  con- 
duct, they  must  all  immediately  join  the  enemy,  or  recall 
thtwe  that  are  already  witii  them,  and  give  hostages  for 
their  future  good  behaviour;  that  if  they  choose  to  join  Sir 
John  Johnson,  tiiey  shall  be  furnished  with  batteaus  to  go 
to  him,  but  that  they  must  never  expect  to  return  to  their 
families,  or  ever  hope  for  a  reconciliation  with  us. 

1  do  not  think  that  any  part  less  decisive  will  keep  the 
Mohawks,  Senecas,  Cayugas,  and  part  of  the  Onondagas, 
neutral ;  and  this  may  perhaps  induce  them  to  join  us,  espe- 
cially as  Mr.  Kirkland  informs  me  that  the  Oneidas,  Tii^ca- 
roras,  Ochgugues,  and  the  Catighnawagas  of  Canada,  have 
entered  into  a  defensive  league  to  support  each  other  against 
the  other  nations  ;  being  resolved  that,  if  the  others  join  the 
King's  party,  they  wo'uld  die  with  the  Americans  in  the 
contest ;  but  as  this  was  communicated  in  confidence  by  the 
chiefs  of  the  Oneida  nation,  he  did  not  choose  to  commit  it 
to  paper,  and  entreats  that  no  mention  may  be  made  of  it, 
lest  the  confederacy  should  be  attacked  by  the  others.  I 
have  read  this  to  Mr.  Kirkland,  to  prevent  mistakes,  and 
he  agrees  it  is  what  the  sachems  informed  him.  I  hope  to 
be  Al  Albany  on  Monday,  to  advise  on  this  matter  with  my 
colleagues  in  office ;  but  should  they  be  of  the  same  opinion, 
and  think  it  necessary  to  convene  the  Indians,  1  yet  will 
not  advise  to  deliver  a  speech  in  the  spirit  I  have  above- 
mentioned  until  the  approbation  of  Congress  is  obtained.  I 
shall,  however,  make  every  preparation  for  taking  post  at  Fort 
Stanvnx,  and  hope  to  conduct  it  in  such  a  nrianner,  and  with 
so  much  celerity,  as  to  impress  on  the  Indians  an  idea  that 
we  are  capable  of  acting  with  vigour,  and  that  we  do  not 
mean  to  be  trifled  with. 

I  have  received  no  advices  from  Canada  since  Messrs. 
Chase  and  Carroll  arrived. 

But  little  flour  is  as  yet  sent  forward,  as  we  had  none  at 
this  or  the  adjacent  posts  when  the  account  of  the  scarcity 
in  Canada  arrived  here.  Wagons  are,  however,  on  the  way 
up ;  and  I  am  informed  that  a  considerable  quantity  is  coming 
up  in  batteaus.     Some  will  be  here  this  evening. 

As  no  pork  arrived  at  Albany  between  the  29th  ultimo 
and  6th  instant,  I  begin  to  be  apprehensive  of  a  scarcity  in 
that  article.  I  enclose  you  a  return  of  what  has  been  sent 
from  hence  since  the  1st  day  of  June  inclusive,  by  which  it 
appears  that  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty  barrels 
of  pork  have  been  sent  from  hence  since  the  1 3th  ultimo ; 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which  I  suppose  to 
have  been  forwarded  from  Ticonderoga ;  so  that  with  what 
was  issued  here  to  Thompson's  and  Sullivan's  Brigades,  the 
Army  is  now  supplied  with  pork  to  the  7th  July,  allowing 
ten  thousand  a  day  to  be  issued ;  and  that  allowance  must  be 
made  to  such  wretched  economists  as  many  of  our  officers 
and  most  of  our  soldiery  are.  As  delay  in  our  western  opera- 
tions may  be  attended  with  great  disadvantages,  I  shall  advise 
to  send  for  the  Lidians  immediately,  and  therefore  hope  to  be 
favoured  with  an  answer  to  this  the  very  soonest  possible. 

1  am  most  unluckily  attacked  by  the  ague,  at  a  time  when 
my  presence  is  necessary  at  so  many  different  places.  I 
hope,  however,  it  will  not  render  me  incapable  of  attending 
to  my  duty. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  most  sincere  esteem,  your  obedient, 
humble  servant,  ^^^^^^  ScHtiYLEB. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above  twelve  barrels  of  pork  and 
one  hundred  and  one  of  flour  are  arrived,  as  noted  in  the 
return  which  will  go  off  to-morrow. 

Return  of  Provisions  received  and  forwarded  from  Isl 
June  to  the  8th  inclusive. 
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Forwarded  to  Ticonderoga,  some  being 
Isl  of  June,  as  per  lasl  reiurn 

Received  this  day,  and  remains  in  store. 

left  Ihe 

James  Lamb,  Commissary. 


SAMUEL    KIRKLAND    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 
[Read  in  Congress  June  13,  1776.] 

Lake  George,  June  8,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  left  the  Oneida  country  the  29th  of  May.  In 
my  way  down  waited  on  Colonel  Dayton,  at  Johnstown ; 
acquainted  him  with  the  conduct  of  the  Mohawks  in  their 
late  conference  with  him  at  that  place,  as  related  to  the 
Oneidas  by  a  head  warrior  of  the  Onondagas,  who  was 
present.  The  Mohawks  were  impudent — insulting  to  a  very 
great  degree.  However,  can  assure  your  Honour  their  con- 
duct on  that  occasion  was  condemned  and  utterly  disap- 
proved by  the  Oneidas,  in  full  council. 

The  Oneidas  and  Ihiscaroras  have  expressed  great  con- 
cern on  account  of  Colonel  Butler's  growing  strength  and 
influence  at  Niagara.  He  has,  by  threats  and  profiei-s,  pre- 
vailed upon  the  greater  part  of  the  Senecas,  Cayugas,  and 
Onondagas,  to  renounce  the  cause  of  the  Colonics,  and 
engage  on  the  King's  side,  as  they  call  it.  By  the  last 
accounts  from  Niagara,  upwards  of  one  hundred  have  inlist- 
ed  into  the  King's  service,  and  are  now  acting  against  us. 
The  war-hatchet  has  been  sent  to  the  Chippewas  and  Otta- 
was ;  some  of  their  tribes  have  received  it.  Should  Colo- 
nel Butler  get  a  reinforcement  at  Niagara,  with  a  supply 
of  provisions,  our  Indian  friends  say  our  frontiers  will  soon 
feel  his  resentment,  particularly  the  back  parts  of  New- 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia. 

The  Oneidas,  with  some  others,  have  often  mentioned 
with  surprise  our  apparent  delay,  and  want  of  resolution. 
They  say,  the  lenity  and  forbearance  shown  the  Mohawks, 
after  their  repeated  breaches  of  promise,  and  acting  against 
us,  is,  by  our  enemy  Indians,  imputed  to  cowardice  in  us, 
want  of  a  manly  spirit,  or  being  engaged  in  a  bad  cause.  I 
can  assure  your  Honour,  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  of  their 
chiefs  that  the  Mohawks  in  general  have  forfeited  their 
liberties  by  their  repeated  breaches  of  the  covenant  entered 
into  with  the  Commissioners  at  Albany,  and  acting  against 
us  in  one  part  and  another.  The  Oneidas,  and  some  others, 
have  intimated  as  much  to  the  Mohawks  themselves,  in  pri- 
vate conferences. 

The  Indimis  are  now  generally  of  opinion  that  it  is  im- 
practicable for  them  to  continue  much  longer  in  a  state  of 
neutrality,  and  that  it  has  now  become  necessary  for  the 
Commissioners  to  call  upn  the  Six  Nations,  and  demand 
who  are  friends  and  who  are  not ;  and  if  a  party  of  five 
hundred  men,  with  two  or  three  Rifle  companies,  were  sent 
to  Fort  Stanwix,  it  would  annoy  our  enemy  and  strengthen 
our  friends,  and  protect  that  part  of  our  frontiers.  And  I 
must  say,  from  a  regard  to  my  fellow-men,  that  if  this  mat- 
ter should  be  long  delayed,  it  is  my  real  opinion  we  shall 
soon  hear  of  hostilities  committed  upon  those  defenceless 
frontiei-s.  Upon  a  short  conference  with  Mr.  Dunn,  he  was 
persuaded  that  a  speedy  meeting  of  the  Commissioners 
was  necessary.  He  accordingly  sent  for  INIr.  Edwards,  and 
forwarded  my  letter  to  your  Honour,  on  the  same  head  with 
his  request  for  a  speedy  meeting,  which  letter,  I  understand, 
has  not  come  to  hand. 

Your  Honour's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

S.  Kirkland. 
To  General  Schuyler. 

COMMODORE  HOPKINS  TO  STEPHEN  HOPKINS. 

Providence,  June  8,  1776. 

Dear  Brother:  I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  3 1st 
May,  and  observe  the  contents ;  and  as  for  the  Southern 
Colonies  being  uneasy,  it  is  no  more  than,  from  the  circum- 
stances of  things,  1  before  apprehended  ;  but  it  was  not  in 
my  power  to  prevent  it ;  but  if  they  think  I  am  partial  in 
favour  of  the  Northern  Colonies,  they  are  greatly  mis- 
taken. 

When  I  went  to  the  southward,  I  intended  to  go  from 
New-Providence  to  Georgia,  had  I  not  received  intelligence, 
three  or  four  days  before  I  sailed,  that  a  frigate  of  twenty- 
ei'fht  guns  had  arrived  there,  which  made  tiie  force,  in  my 
opinion,  too  strong  for  us.  At  Virginia  tliey  were  likewise 
too  strong.  In  Delaware  and  New-York  it  would  not  do  to 
attempt.  Rhode-Island,  I  was  sensible,  was  stronger  than 
we,  but  the  force  there  was  nearer  equal  than  any  where 
else,  which  was  the  reason  of  my  attempting  there,  \vhich 
answered  no  other  end  than  the  British  naval  force  quitting 
the  Government. 
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VVlien  I  attempted  the  fleet  at  Rhode-Island,  had  all  the 
commanders  behaved  as  well  as  I  expected  they  would,  I 
should  have  had  it  in  my  power  long  before  this  to  have  re- 
lieved most  of  the  Southern  Governments  from  their  pre- 
sent difficulties ;  but  as  the  case  was,  it  was  lucky  we  did 
not  fall  in  with  their  whole  strength  at  first.  I  was  not  de- 
ceived in  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  but  greatly  in  our  own 
resolution ;  and  perhaps  I  was  wrong  in  not  giving  my  senti- 
ments fully  at  fii-st,  the  reason  of  which  was,  I  was  in  hopes 
then  of  some  further  action,  and  that  we  might  retrieve  the 
character  of  the  fleet.  But  the  inattention  to  business  of 
most  of  the  officers,  and  an  expectation  of  getting  higher 
stations  in  the  new  ships,  has,  as  I  think,  been  some  hin- 
derance  to  getting  the  fleet  ready  to  sail  so  soon  as  otherwise 
it  might.  1  had  no  apprehension  of  the  cannon  being 
wanted  more  any  where  else,  which  was  the  reason  of  my 
delivering  them  to  Governours  Cooke  and  Trumbull. 

The  very  great  sickness  which  then  was,  and  still  is, 
amongst  the  seamen  of  the  fleet,  rendered  it  impossible  to 
undertake  any  enterprise  for  the  relief  of  any  Colony,  al- 
though in  ever  so  much  distress.  All  that  I  have  been  able 
to  do  was,  to  send  the  two  brigs  on  a  cruise,  which  I  ac- 
quainted them  with. 

I  did  not  know  it  was  necessary  to  send  a  copy  of  my 
orders  to  the  Marine  Committee,  but  shall  now  do  it  im- 
mediately. 1  conceived  it  was,  by  the  regulations,  the  busi- 
ness of  the  several  Captains  to  transmit  muster-rolls  of  the 
men  under  their  command,  both  names  and  condition, 
monthly  ;  but  since  I  find  they  have  not  done  it,  shall  see 
that  they  do  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

There  has  been,  by  my  direction,  two  Courts-Martial ;  a 
copy  of  their  proceedings,  as  far  as  they  were  transmitted  to 
me,  1  sent  to  the  President.  I  am  very  sensible  that  every 
officer  has  his  friends,  and  that  has  had  so  much  weight  with 
me  as  not  to  order  a  Court-Martial,  although  ever  so  neces- 
sary, but  when  the  complaint  came  in  writing,  and  that 
from  the  principal  officers  of  the  fleet.  I  wish  to  God,  and 
for  the  good  of  my  country,  that  no  officer  in  the  fleet  de- 
pended on  any  friend  but  his  own  merit. 

As  for  the  division  of  the  plunder,  it  gives  me  no  con- 
cern ;  and  I  take  notice  that  those  that  are  most  clamorous 
about  that  matter,  least  deserve  it. 

As  for  the  officers  of  the  fleet,  I  believe  my  son  will  not 
take  the  command  of  any  vessel,  without  he  might  cruise 
single,  and  1  have  no  other  friend  to  recommend ;  but  I 
wish,  with  all  my  heart,  it  was  in  my  power  to  recommend 
such  as  would  fight  when  it  was  absolutely  necessary. 

I  am  gready  obliged  to  you  for  the  kind  wish  of  my  pru- 
dence, judgment,  and  bravery — the  honesty  you  might  have 
left  out.  On  the  whole,  I  am  very  sensible  there  are  many 
men  more  able  to  serve  the  common  cause  than  I  am,  at 
these  years,  in  the  difficult  department  I  am  placed  in  ;  and 
if  it  is  in  the  Committee's  power  to  get  one  of  them  willing 
to  serve  in  my  stead,  he  shall  have  all  the  assistance  in  my 
power  to  give,  and  I  will  still  continue  to  serve  my  country 
in  such  a  way  as  I  think  will  be  most  for  her  advantage. 
The  several  difficulties  that  attend  the  Navy  are  too  many 
to  mention,  and  perhaps  imprudent  to  name.  It  is  too 
much  for  my  capacity  to  surmount ;  and  if  you  will  be  so 
kind  as  to  use  your  interest  to  get  a  good  man  in  my  room, 
although  you  have  done  me  many  favours,  it  is  not  in  your 
])ower  to  do  me  more  or  greater  service  at  present.  Thp 
Columbus  is  near  ready  to  sail ;  when  I  shall  order  her  to 
cruise,  have  not  yet  determined.  The  Fly  goes  down  to 
Newport  to-morrow,  to  take  the  cannon  ordered  from  thence 
to  Fhilndelphia.  The  Columbus  will  take  near  all  the 
well  people,  save  officers,  belonging  to  the  fleet. 

If  I  can,  shall  get  the  Providence  on  a  cruise  soon,  as 
she  now  is  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Jones,  of  the  Alfred, 
as  he  was  the  oldest  Lieutenant.  Lieutenant  Hacker,  of 
the  Cabot,  has  had  the  command  of  the  Fly  ever  since  we 
took  her  into  the  service,  and  I  think  has  behaved  so  well 
that  he  deserves  to  be  appointed  Captain  of  her. 
I  am  your  friend  and  brother, 

EsEK  Hopkins. 

To  the  Honourable  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.,  at  Philadel- 
phia. 
P.  S.  If  you  please,  you  may  make  publick  all  or  such 

part  of  the  above  letter,  or  not,  as  your  judgment  shall 


GENERAL    HOWE    TO    LORD    GEORGE    GERMAINE. 

Halifax,  June  8,  1776. 

Mr  Lord  :  On  the  6th  instant,  the  Mercury  packet  ar- 
rived with  your  Lordship's  despatches  of  the  27lh  April, 
duplicate  28th  March,  copy  of  your  Lordship's  letter  of 
25th  April  to  Lieutenant-General  De  Heister,  and  several 
papers  relative  to  the  state  of  the  Hessian  troops ;  copies  of 
letters  from  your  Lordship  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  of  26th  April,  and  to  Sir  M'illiam  Erskine, 
of  1st  same  month  ;  also,  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Faucit  to  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  of  9th  April. 

These  despatches  were  delivered  to  me  by  Captain  Em- 
merick,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  your  Lordship,  setting 
forth  his  good  services  in  the  late  war.  I  apprehend  he 
might  be  employed  here  to  great  advantage,  should  this  con- 
test continue  for  anodier  year,  by  returning  to  Europe,  aad 
bringing  a  corps  of  five  hundred  German  Chasseurs ;  but  in 
the  present  campaign,  without  proper  troops  for  him  to  act 
widi,  or  a  knowledge  of  the  country,  he  can  be  but  casually 
employed,  yet  I  hope  to  good  effect. 

The  utmost  attention  shall  be  given  to  the  experience  and 
great  abilities  of  Sir  William  Erskine,  in  the  military  line, 
and  I  shall  with  pleasure  make  known  to  him  your  Lord- 
ship's commands  to  me  in  his  favour. 

The  contents  of  Colonel  Faucitfs  letter  has  given  me 
much  satisfaction,  and  I  shall  not  fail  to  make  a  proper  use 
of  the  knowledge  it  contains. 

While  writing  this  I  have  advice  that  some  transports, 
with  the  Highlanders,  are  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  and  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  we  shall  all  join 
under  sail  to-morrow. 

I  cannot  take  my  leave  of  your  Lordship  without  express- 
ing my  utter  amazement  at  the  decisive  and  masterly  strokes 
for  carrying  such  extensive  plans  into  immediate  execution, 
as  have  been  effected  since  your  Lordship  has  assumed  the 
conducting  of  this  war,  which  is  already  most  happily  ex- 
perienced by  those  who  have  the  honour  of  serving  here 
under  your  auspices.  That  you  may  finally  receive  the 
acknowledgments  of  a  grateful  country,  the  lasting  glory 
which  such  services  merit,  and  that  I  may,  in  some  degree, 
contribute  to  the  completion  of  measures  so  vigorously  con- 
certed, is  the  fervent  wish  of  your  Lordship's,  &c., 

William  Howe. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF    SAFETY  TO  DELEGATES  IN  CONVEN- 
TION. 
[No.  18.]  Annapolis,  June  9,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Having  just  received,  by  express,  resolves 
of  Congress  of  a  most  interesting  nature  to  America  in  ge- 
neral, and  this  Province  in  particular,  we  have  thought  it 
our  indispensable  duty  to  lay  them  before  you  as  early  as 
possible ;  and  for  that  purpose  have  resolved  that  a  Con- 
vention be  held  at  the  City  of  Annapolis,  on  Thursday  the 
20th  instant.  And  we  beg  you  will  be  punctual  in  your  at- 
tendance at  that  time,  as  the  business  is  very  urgent,  and 
wiU  not  admit  of  a  moment's  delay.     We  are,  &ic. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  BRIGADIERS-GENERAL  OF 
MARYLAND. 

[No.  19.]  Annapolis,  June  9,  1776. 

Sir  :  Some  resolves  of  Congress,  which  we  have  this  mo- 
ment received  by  express,  and  in  consequence  of  which  called 
a  Convention  on  Thursday,  the  20th  instant,  at  Annapolis, 
rendering  it  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  be  inform- 
ed of  the  number  of  effective  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  Mili- 
tia in  your  district,  we  desire  that  you  will  immediately  order 
the  Colonels  of  the  several  battalions  which  you  command 
to  transmit  to  us,  without  a  moment's  delay,  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  arms  in  the  companies  under  them  respec- 
tively, as  it  will  be  proper  we  should  lay  them  before  the 
Convention  eariy  in  their  meeting.     We  are,  &c. 

COLONEL  FLEMING  TO  DANIEL  GOLDSMITH. 

Head-Quarters,  June  9,  1776. 

Sir  :  It  is  his  Excellency  General  Washington's  orders, 
that  Nathan  Gyer,  Lazarus  Gyer,  George  Watts,  Jacob 
Losye,  Benjamin  Scribner,  and  JSeal  McFall,  prisoners  in 
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the  Provost  Marshal  Guard,  be  transmitted  from  thence  to 
the  Jail  in  this  city.     You  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  re- 
ceive the  above  prisoners  agreeable  to  the  above  order,  and 
keep  them  in  close  custody  until  further  orders. 
I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Edward  Fleming,  D.  Adj.  Gen. 

To  Mr.  Daniel  Goldsmith,  Marshal  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, New-York. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  11,  1776.] 

New- York,  June  9,  1776. 

Sir:  I  was  honoured  yesterday  with  your  favour  of  the 
7th,  with  its  enclosures.  When  Dr.  Potts  arrives,  I  shall 
order  him  to  Canada,  or  Lake  George,  as  may  appear  most 
proper.  It  is  certainly  necessary  that  he  or  Dr.  Stringer 
should  go  to  the  former.  The  resolves  respecting  General 
Woosters  recall,  I  will  immediately  transmit  him,  with  di- 
rections to  repair  hither  without  delay. 

The  situation  of  our  affairs  in  Canada,  as  reported  by  the 
honourable  Commissioners,  is  truly  alarming;  and  1  am 
sorry  that  my  opinion  of  the  ill  consequences  resulting  from 
the  short  inlistment  of  the  Army  should  be  but  too  well 
confirmed  by  the  experience  they  have  had  of  the  want  of 
discipline  and  order  in  our  soldiery  there.  This  induces  me 
again  to  wish  Congress  to  determine  on  a  liberal  allowance 
to  engage  the  troops  already  in  service  to  reinlist  for  a 
longer  period,  or  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  Nor 
can  I  forbear  expressing  my  opinion  of  the  propriety  of 
keeping  the  military  chest  always  supplied  with  money,  as 
evils  of  the  most  interesting  nature  are  often  produced  for 
want  of  a  regular  payment  of  troops ;  the  neglect  makes 
them  impatient  and  uneasy. 

I  am  much  surprised  at  the  scarcity  of  provisions  there, 
particularly  of  flour,  as,  from  several  accounts  I  had  re- 
ceived from  thence,  I  was  led  to  expect  that  considerable 
supplies  of  that  article  could  be  procured  there.  That  our 
misfortunes  may  not  become  greater,  1  have  written  the  Com- 
missary to  forward  more  provisions  in  addition  to  those  al- 
ready sent.  An  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster-General  are 
indispensably  necessary,  with  assistants ;  the  money  saved 
the  continent  by  their  non-appointment  will  be  but  small 
and  trifling  when  put  in  competition  with  the  loss  for  want  of 
them.  Colonel  Fleming,  who  acted  in  the  former  capacity 
under  General  Montgomery,  is  now  here ;  but  his  indisposition 
is  such  as  to  render  him  unfit  at  this  time  for  the  post.  It 
is  an  important  one,  and  requires  vigour  and  activity  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  it ;  he  will  be  of  much  service  to  Colo- 
nel Reed,  the  business  of  whose  office  will  increase  consi- 
derably by  the  augmentation  of  the  Army.  It  will  be 
necessary,  too,  that  the  Commissary  in  Canada,  and  the 
Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  should  have  several  assist- 
ants and  clerks.  Nor  do  I  think  a  precise  number  can  be 
fixed  on,  as  a  variety  of  circumstances  may  and  must  oc- 
cur to  render  the  number  essential  for  doing  the  business  in 
those  departments,  greater  or  less  at  different  times.  It 
will  be  better,  I  apprehend,  to  leave  it  indefinite,  and  with 
power  to  the  commanding  officer  to  allow  such  as  may  be 
wanted. 

I  am  still  in  the  dark  how  the  unfortunate  affair  ended  at 
the  Cedars,  or  on  what  terms  the  surrender  was  made,  as  the 
last  letter  from  the  Commissioners  has  reference  to  a  former, 
and  mentions  an  agreement  entered  into,  which  1  have  not 
seen ;  but  I  know  more  of  it  than  1  could  wish. 

1  have  received  from  Providence,  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Morris's  order  as  Chairman  of  the  Secret  Committee  of 
Congress,  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  muskets,  in  part  of 
the  two  hundred  and  forty-four  directed  to  be  sent.  Tlie 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Broum  will  account  for 
the  deficiency. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  your  ordering  a  quantity  of 
lead  and  flints  to  be  immediately  forwarded ;  our  demands 
for  both  are  and  will  be  very  pressing.  There  are  also 
wanted  some  particular  and  necessary  medicines,  to  com- 
plete our  Hospital  chests,  of  which  I  will  get  Dr.  Morgan 
to  furnish  Congress  with  a  list,  when  he  writes  or  waits  on 
them  about  some  other  matters  necessary  to  be  fixed  in  his 
department. 

As  General  fVooster,  in  all  probability,  will  be  here  in  a 


little  time,  in  compliance  with  the  resolve  of  Congress  and 
my  order  transmitted  him,  I  wish  to  know  what  1  am  to  do 
with  him  when  he  comes. 

General  Schuyler,  in  his  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  of 
which  I  transmitted  you  a  copy  yesterday,  mentions  that 
sundry  persons  had  a  design  to  seize  him  as  a  Tory,  and 
probably  still  have ;  and  wishes  Congress  to  give  him  some 
publick  mark  of  their  approbation,  if  they  are  convinced  of 
his  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  cause  of  his  country.  Whether 
he  intended  that  I  should  communicate  his  desire  to  them 
or  not,  I  am  not  certain  ;  but  supposing  that  he  did,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  request  that  you  lay  the  paragraph  before  them, 
that  they  may  do  in  the  instance  of  his  requisition  whatever 
they  may  judge  necessary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  If  Congress  have  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  allowing  the  Indians  ten  pounds  for  every  priso- 
ner they  shall  take  at  Niagara,  Uc,  it  is  material  I  should 
be  informed  of  it.  This  will  be  a  favourable  opportunity 
for  them  to  embrace  to  gain  a  possession  of  Detroit  and  the 
other  posts,  whilst  the  enemy  are  engaged  towards  Montreal, 
k,c.  G.  W. 

Providence,  May  27,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  yours  of  the  17th  instant,  covering  a 
letter  from  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Secret 
Committee  of  Congress,  for  the  forwarding  of  fourteen  mus- 
kets in  our  hands,  belonging  to  the  continent,  in  the  most 
safe  and  expeditious  manner.  Ten  of  said  muskets,  with 
some  swivels,  we  had  before  put  on  board  two  valuable  ves- 
sels and  cargoes  we  lately  fitted  for  France  on  the  Continen- 
tal service ;  by  which  means  we  hope  to  prevent  their  being 
taken  by  any  small  boat  or  barge,  as  several  have  been  for 
want  thereof.  The  other  four  we  now  send  you  by  way  of 
Norwich,  to  the  care  of  Christopher  Leffingwell,  Esq.,  to 
be  forwarded  immediately.  This  is  the  first  opportunity  we 
could  get  to  send  them. 

I  am,  for  myself  and  brother  John  Brown,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  respectful  and  humble  servant, 

Nicholas  Brown. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq. 


general    WASHINGTON   TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

New- York,  June  9,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
several  favours  of  the  21st,  24th,  26th,  27th,  28th,  and  31st 
ultimo,  with  the  several  papers  enclosed  ;  the  whole  of  them, 
except  the  last,  I  communicated  to  Congress  when  at  Phi- 
ladelphia— that  I  did  not  get  till  on  my  return,  but  have 
since  transmitted  them  a  copy  of  it,  and  of  the  papers  re- 
specting Sir  John  Johnson. 

In  regard  to  a  further  remittance  to  Canada,  the  Commis- 
sioners have  written  Congress  fully  on  the  subject,  and  I 
presume  they  will  forward  such  a  supply  of  money  immedi- 
ately as  they  think  necessary.  As  there  is  but  too  much 
probability  that  Sir  John  Johnson  may  attempt  to  ravage 
the  frontier  Counties,  and  to  excite  the  disaffected  to  take 
arms  against  us,  I  think  it  will  be  advisable  that  Colonel 
Dayton  should  remain,  as  you  request,  as  long  as  you  ap- 
prehend a  necessity  for  it.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  spare 
any  more  rnen  from  hence,  either  for  the  communication,  or 
to  assist  in  repairing  Ticonderoga.  The  detachments  al- 
ready gone  to  Canada  have  weakened  the  force  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  this  place,  considering  its  importance — 
more,  perhaps,  than  policy  will  justify.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
the  reinforcements  which  Congress  have  resolved  to  send  to 
Canada  for  keeping  open  the  communication  between  that 
country  and  these  Colonies,  as  you  will  see  by  the  copy  en- 
closed in  my  letter  of  the  7th,  would  supersede  the  necessity 
of  men  going  from  this  camp,  provided  they  could  be  spared. 
I  should  suppose  that  Van  Schaick's  and  Wynkoop's  Regi- 
ments, exclusive  of  any  other  men,  would  nearly  suffice  for 
the  purposes  mentioned  in  your  several  letters,  or  that  very 
few  men  more  in  addition  to  them  certainly  would,  if  they 
were  complete  and  properly  employed ;  but  I  am  informed 
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by  a  letter  from  General  Sullivan  of  the  18th  ultimo,  dated 
at  Albany,  tliat  these  regiments  were  not  to  be  found  on  the 
strictest  inquiry  he  could  make  ;  that  Colonel  Van  SchaicJc, 
who  was  there,  never  furnished  a  single  man  for  guard,  or 
any  other  duty,  after  he  got  there ;  and  that  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cortlandt,  of  Wynkoop's  Regiment,  when  he  applied 
for  pay  for  two  companies,  said  to  be  in  Tryon  County  to 
keep  the  Tories  in  order,  informed  him  they  had  neither 
arms  nor  ammunition ;  that  in  some  companies  there  was 
not  a  man  present  fit  for  duty,  and  that  in  others  there 
were  not  more  than  eleven,  and  in  some  less.  He  also  com- 
plains of  the  great  waste  of  pork,  by  the  wagoners  drawing 
out  the  brine  to  lighten  the  carriage ;  and,  in  his  letter  two 
days  before,  charges  the  batteaumen  and  the  wagonmaster 
with  indolence  and  a  strange  neglect  of  duty.  1  well  know, 
my  dear  sir,  that  the  multiplicity  of  mattere  you  are  engaged 
in  will  necessarily  put  it  in  the  power  of  those  who  are  not 
influenced  by  principles  of  honesty  and  justice,  to  practise 
many  impositions ;  but  I  must  beg  you  will  turn  your  atten- 
tion as  much  as  possible  to  these  things,  and  reform  such 
abuses  as  have  already  happened,  or  prevent  them  in  future. 

1  am  very  doubtful  whether  the  flour  you  seem  to  think 
may  be  had  in  Canada  can  be  got.  The  Commissioners' 
letters,  as  late  as  the  28th  ultimo,  seem  to  preclude  every 
such  hope. 

I  esteem  it  a  matter  of  importance  not  only  to  fortify  and 
secure  Ticonderoga,  but  every  other  post  on  the  communi- 
cation; and  that  you  should  garrison  them  with  men  under 
judicious  and  spirited  officers,  to  be  fixed  there,  who  might 
be  called  to  account  for  misconduct,  which  is  difficult  to  do 
where  they  are  shifting  and  changing  continually,  and  who 
would  esteem  it  their  indispensable  duty  to  carry  on  and 
maintain  the  works  against  any  surprises  or  attacks  that 
may  be  attempted.  1  have  written  to  Congress  to  appoint 
Engineers,  if  they  can  fix  upon  proper  pereons  for  the  office. 
If  you  know  of  any,  you  had  better  employ  them.  I  am 
confident  Congress  will  allow  them  the  usual  pay. 

When  I  came  from  F hiladelphia  I  left  the  Indians  there, 
and  doubt  not  but  Congress  will  use  their  endeavoui-s  to  pre- 
vent them  returning  for  some  time.  I  showed  them  what 
you  said  upon  the  subject.  I  have  spoken  to  the  Quarter- 
master about  a  proper  person  to  superintend  the  building  of 
gondolas,  but  he  knows  of  none.  There  is  a  man  who 
came  to  direct  the  building  of  some  here ;  and  if  any  of  the 
carpenters  shall  be  deemed  qualified,  after  seeing  the  model, 
I  will  send  you  one.  I  have  written  to  Philadelphia  for  a 
supply  of  flints,  which  shall  be  forwarded  you  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  will  give  direction  that  you  be  furnished  with 
a  quantity  of  necessary  medicines.  With  respect  to  St. 
Luke  La  Come,  Major  Campbell,  and  the  other  prisoners 
at  Esopus,  I  think  it  will  be  prudent  for  you  to  remove 
them,  or  such  of  them  as  you  apprehend  dangerous,  to  some 
other  secure  place,  and  they  should  be  under  a  suitable  and 
trusty  guard.  Your  continuing  to  build  batteaus  appears  a 
necessary  measure,  as  a  sufficient  number  should  be  had  to 
transport  over  troops  going  to  Canada  or  coming  from  thence, 
if  they  should  ever  be  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
evacuating  the  possession  they  now  have  to  the  enemy — an 
event  I  sincerely  wish  not  to  happen,  but  which,  from  the 
melancholy  complexion  of  things  in  that  quarter,  I  conceive 
possible. 

I  have  been  much  surprised  at  not  receiving  a  more  per- 
fect and  explicit  account  of  the  defeat  of  Colonel  Bedel 
and  his  party  at  the  Cedars.  I  should  have  thought  some 
of  the  officers  in  command  there  would,  and  ought  to  have 
transmitted  it  immediately ;  but  as  they  have  not,  it  is  pro- 
bable I  should  have  long  remained  in  doubt  as  to  the  event, 
had  not  the  Commissioners  called  on  me  to-day  ;  nor  should 
I  consider  my  not  having  a  return  of  the  arms,  stores,  &c., 
in  Canada,  a  matter  of  less  wonder,  had  I  not  been  accus- 
tomed to  the  neglect.  If  it  is  not  become  too  inveterate,  I 
wish  it  could  be  got  the  better  of.  It  is  certainly  of  much 
importance  and  necessary  to  be  known  frequently. 

Since  mine  of  the  21st  and  youi-s  of  the  31st  ultimo. 
Captains  Swann  and  Dundee,  with  three  privates,  have 
been  here,  having  a  permit  to  go  to  Philadelphia.  They 
came  down  the  I^orth  River  from  Albany  (I  believe)  to  this 
place,  where,  I  make  no  doubt,  they  reconnoitred  all  our 
works,  and  in  their  passage  those  at  the  Highlands.  This 
indulgence  I  conceive  of  such  infinite  prejudice  to  our 
cause,  for  the  reasons  I  have  assigned,  and  many  more  that 


may  be  added,  that  I  hope  it  will  never  be  granted  again. 
I  wish  you  to  notify  the  several  Committees  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Albany,  having  the  care  of  prisoners,  of  the 
injurious  consequences  which  must  necessarily  result  from 
such  a  license,  to  prevent  their  allowing  it  to  any  on  future 
applications. 

As  Congress  have  resolved  on  a  large  augmentation  of 
the  Army  in  Canada,  as  you  will  see  by  the  copy  of  their 
vote  transmitted  in  my  last,  it  seems  material  that  you 
should  advise  with  the  Commissary  in  that  department,  and 
Mr.  Trumbull  there,  and  concert  a  plan  for  their  subsistence. 
If  they  cannot  be  supplied  plentifully  with  provisions,  their 
going  will  be  of  more  injury  than  benefit,  and  increase  the 
distress  of  the  whole. 

In  your  favour  of  the  28th,  you  are  desirous  that  a  Court 
of  Inquiry  should  be  ordered  respecting  the  charges  con- 
tained in  the  informations  I  enclosed  you  in  mine  of  the 
21st.  If  you  conceive  it  necessary,  I  will  do  it  with  plea- 
sure, if  you  will  point  out  the  mode  to  be  pursued ;  to  me, 
the  matters  objected  to  you  appear  so  uncertain,  vague, 
and  incredible,  that  there  is  nothing  to  found  the  proceed- 
ings on,  were  there  the  most  distant  necessity  for  the  scru- 
tiny. By  reason  of  a  paragraph  in  your  letter  of  the  31st, 
I  mentioned  the  matter  to  Congress,  to  whom  I  had  the 
honour  of  writing  this  day  ;  and  when  at  Philadelphia  com- 
municated it  to  some  of  them,  on  their  reading  your  first 
letter  in  which  mention  was  made  of  the  subject.  In  doing 
this,  and  giving  you  the  information  I  had  received,  I  con- 
sider myself  as  having  only  discharged  the  duties  of  justice 
and  of  friendship. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  attack  you  have  had  of  the  ague,  and 
wishing  you  a  perfect  recovery,  I  am,  &c., 

Geohge  Washington. 
To  Major-General  Schuyler. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    WOOSTER. 

New- York,  June  9,  1776. 
Sir  :  The  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  direct  your  re- 
call, as  you  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  their  re- 
solution. I  am,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  their  com- 
mand, to  make  it  my  request  that  you  immediately  repair  to 
Head-Quarters,  at  New-York. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Brigadier-General  Wooster,  in  Canada. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  JOSEPH  TRUMBULL. 

Head-Quarters,  June  9,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  you  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
for  several  augmentations  of  the  Array.  With  respect  to 
Canada,  I  must  inform  you  that  the  last  accounts  abound 
with  complaints  of  the  deplorable  scarcity  of  provisions 
which  our  men  labour  under,  and  mention  the  impossibility 
of  procuring  relief  in  that  Colony.  You  will,  therefore, 
with  all  expedition,  forward  a  supply  of  meat  and  flour 
(particularly  of  the  latter)  to  Albany.  As  there  is  a  rein- 
forcement of  six  thousand  men  shortly  to  be  sent  to  Canada, 
there  is  a  prospect  of  the  want  of  necessaries  still  being  in- 
creased. In  making  provision  for  the  troops  already  there, 
you  must  have  a  view  to  the  augmentation,  which  I  fear 
will  be  sent  before  any  preparation  can  be  made  for  them 
by  Mr.  Price. 

As  to  the  flying-camp,  it  is  probable  its  first  station  will 
be  in  the  neighbourhood  oi  Amboy. 

I  am,  &,c.,  George  Washington. 

To  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esquire,  Commissary-General. 

P.  S.  I  am  informed  that  several  merchants  are  about  to 
purchase  salt  pork  for  exportation  ;  and  I  would  recommend 
it  to  you  immediately  to  apply  to  the  Provincial  Congress 
to  take  some  measures  to  prevent  them,  as  there  is  not  only 
a  probability  that  it  will  lall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy> 
but  we  may  ere  long  experience  the  want  of  it  ourselves. 


GENERAL  WARD  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  June  9,  1776. 

Sir  :  Yours  of  the  28th  of  May  I  received  last  evening, 
and  shall  give  immediate  attention  to  all  your  directions,  l 
sent  forward,  the  first  of  last  week,  under  the  care  of  Gene- 
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ral  Putnam's  son,  to  be  forwarded  to  Neiv-YorJc,  five  hun- 
dred barrels  of  powder,  five  liundred  carbines,  and  all  the 
other  articles  which  were  written  for.  The  remaining  three 
hundred  carbines,  to  complete  the  eight  hundred,  [  shall 
forward  as  soon  as  possible.  All  the  remainder  of  the  ord- 
nance stores  taken  in  the  Hope  were  deposited  and  secured, 
in  the  manner  you  recommended,  as  soon  as  possible  after 
their  arrival. 

Yesterday,  a  ship  from  Scotland  was  taken,  and  brought 
into  Marbkhead,  by  the  Continental  armed  schooners  War- 
ren and  Lee.  She  had  on  board  a  company  of  Highlanders, 
consisting  of  near  a  hundred  privates,  one  Captain,  three 
subalterns,  and  two  volunteers.  They  inform  that  thirty- 
two  sail  of  transports  came  out  with  them,  under  convoy  of 
a  frigate  of  thirty-two  guns,  with  three  thousand  Highlanders 
on  board,  all  bound  to  Boston.  They  brought  no  papers 
nor  lettei-s  of  any  consequence,  and  can  give  no  intelligence 
of  importance.  The  transport  is  said  to  be  a  very  good 
ship,  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons  burden  ;  had  on  board 
four  carriage-j|ups,  the  arms  and  baggage  belonging  to  the 
company,  some  tents  and  clothing,  and  provisions.  The 
Captain's  name  is  Maxwell  who  commands  the  company, 
and  is  brother  to  the  Dutchess  of  Gordon. 

As  my  health  declines  more  and  more  daily,  I  must  re- 
quest to  be  relieved  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  General  Washington. 


BARBUE  DUBOURG  TO  DOCTOR  FRANKLIN.* 

A  Paris,  ce  10  Juin,  1776. 

MoN  CHER  Maitre  :  Apres  une  longue  privation  j'eus 
enfin  le  plaisir  de  recevoir  de  vos  nouvelles  directes  le  4 
May,  par  Monsieur  Penet,  arrivant  de  Philadeljihie.  II  me 
dit  que  vous  I'aviez  charge  d'une  lettre  et  de  quelques  pa- 
piers  a  me  remettre,  mais  qu'il  avoit  laisse  tous  ses  paquets 
a  Roterdam  dans  la  crainte  qu'ils  ne  fussent  interceptes  en 
passant  de  Hollandc  en  France.  Cela  me  donna  d'abord 
quelque  inquietude ;  j'osois  a  peine  m'ouvrir  a  lui ;  cepen- 
dant  toutes  ses  reponses  a  mes  di  verses  questions  me  paru- 
rent  si  satisfaisantes  que  je  n'hesitai  plus  a  lui  parler  a  cceur 
ouvert. 

II  m'etonna  beaucoup  lorsqu'il  me  dit  que  non  seulement 
le  peuple  des  Treize  Colonies  Unies,  mais  encore  le  Con- 
gres,  et  vous  meme  doutiez  beaucoup  des  dispositions  de  la 
Cour  de  France  a  votre  egard,  et  que  vous  apprehendiez 
ses  liaisons  avec  la  Cour  de  Londres.  Lorsque  je  I'assurai 
que  tous  les  vceux  de  notre  nation  en  general,  et  plus  spe- 
cialeraent  encore  ceux  du  Ministere  actuel  etoient  en  fa- 

•  The  following  translation  from  this  letter  was  transmitted  to  General 
Waahington : 

Paris,  June  10.  1776. 

Mt  dear  Mastxb:  After  being  long  deprived  of  it,  I  had  at  length 
the  pleasure  of  receiving  news  on  the  4th  of  May,  directly  from  you, 
by  Mr.  Penet's  arriving  from  Philadelphia.  He  told  me  you  had  in- 
trusted him  with  a  letter  and  some  papers  to  be  delivered  to  me  ;  but  that 
he  had  left  all  his  packets  at  Rotterdam,  fearing  they  might  be  inter- 
cepted in  the  passage  from  Holland  to  France.  This,  at  first,  gave 
me  some  inquietude.  I  hardly  dared  open  myself  to  him;  however, 
all  liis  answers  to  my  ditlerent  questions  appeared  so  satisfactory,  that 
I  did  not  longer  hesitate  to  converse  with  him  in  the  most  unreserved 
manner. 

He  astonished  me  much  when  he  told  me  that  not  only  the  people  of 
the  Thirteen  United  Colonies,  but  even  the  Congress,  and  you  yourself, 
doubted  much  of  the  disposition  of  the  Court  of  France  in  regard  to 
you,  and  that  you  had  apprehensions  from  its  connections  with  the  Court 
of  London.  When  I  assured  him  that  all  the  wishes  of  our  nation  in 
general,  and  more  especially  of  the  Ministry,  were  in  favour  of  the  in- 
surgents, I  saw  upon  his  countenance  such  a  natural  diffusion  of  joy  as 
completely  determined  me  that  I  might  confide  in  him. 

The  next  day,  the  5th  of  May,  I  conducted  him  to  Versailles,  that  I 
might  convince  him,  in  turn,  that  I  was  not  under  an  illusion  myself  in 
regard  to  an  object  so  important.  I  led  him  to  converse  with  our  friend 
liu  Pont,  who  was,  as  you  may  have  known,  the  most  confidential  inti- 
mate of  Mr.  Turcot,  then  Comptroller-General  of  Finances,  and  who 
told  us,  among  other  things,  that  one  of  their  most  anxious  thoughts  was 
that  the  Congress  might  not  fail  in  its  operations  through  want  of  money. 
He  even  added,  that  they  had  considered  together  by  what  means  they 
might,  without  entering  into  the  quarrel,  procure  credit  for  so  unhappy 
and  interesting  a  people.  That  conversation  alone  quite  sufficed  to  dissi- 
pate all  the  fears  of  Mr.  Penet.  In  consequence,  he  suddenly  took  his 
determination,  which  was  to  continue  his  route  as  far  as  J\'antes,  without 
even  going  back  to  Paris,  if  I  would  undertake  the  care  of  .imerican 
affairs,  as  well  at  Paris  as  at  Court,  while,  in  correspondence  with  me,  he 
should  go  into  all  the  ports,  and  among  the  different  manufactures,  where 
the  advantage  of  the  same  service  might  call  him. 

He  had  assured  me,  from  the  instant  of  his  arrival,  that  you  had  recom- 


veur  des  insurgens,  je  vis  sur  son  visage  un  epanouisseinent 
de  joie  si  naturel  qu  il  acheva  de  me  convaincre  que  je  pou- 
vois  me  confier  a  lui. 

Le  lendemain,  5  May,  je  le  conduisis  a  Versailles,  a  fin 
de  le  convaincre  a  son  tour  que  je  ne  m'etois  pas  fait  illu- 
sion a  moi  meme  sur  un  objet  aussi  important.  Je  le  fis 
parler  a  notre  ami  Du  Pont,  qui  etoit  comme  vous  pouvez 
le  savoir,  le  plus  intime  confident  de  M.  Turgot  alors  Con- 
trolleur-General  des  Finances,  et  qui  nous  dit  entre  autres 
choses  que  I'une  de  leurs  plus  grands  inquietudes  etoit  que  le 
Congres  n'echouat  dans  ses  operations  faute  d'argent,  il  nous 
ajouta  meme  qu'ils  avoient  reve  ensemble  par  quels  moyens 
ils  pourroicnt  sans  se  compromettre  faire  trouverdu  credit  a 
ce  peuple  si  malheureux  et  si  interessant-cette  seule  conver- 
sation acheva  de  dissiper  toutes  k^s  allannes  de  M.  Penet. 

En  consequence  il  eut  bientot  pris  son  partie  qui  fut  de 
continuer  sa  route  jusqu'a  Nantes,  sans  repasser  meme  par 
Paris,  si  je  voulois  me  charger  du  soin  des  aflaires  de 
YArmrique  tant  a  Paris  qu'a  la  Cour,  tandis  qu'en  cor- 
respondance  avec  moi,  il  se  porteroit  successiveoient  dans 
tous  les  ports  et  les  manufactures  differentes  oii  le  bien  du 
meme  service  I'appelleroit. 

II  m'avoit  assure  des  le  moment  de  son  arrivee  que  vous 
lui  aviez  recommande  sur  toutes  choses  de  s'addresser  a  moi, 
de  ne  prendre  confiance  que  dans  les  persones  dont  je  lui 
repondrols,  et  de  concerter  autant  qu'il  lui  seroit  possible, 
toutes  ses  operations  avec  moi. 

J'etois  bien  dispose  sans  doute  a  le  seconder  en  tout  ce 
qui  seroit  de  mon  pouvoir,  dans  une  cause  a  la  quelle  j'ai 
totijours  pris  un  si  vif  interet  qu'il  m'a  attire  dans  ce  cy  pays 
une  espece  de  soubriquet  dont  je  ne  me  tiens  point  pour  of- 
fense. Mais  votre  envoye  exigeois  de  moi  bien  plus  que  je 
ne  croyois  pouvoir  lui  promettre,  puisqu'il  vouloit  me  laisser 
seul  charge  de  toute  la  besogne  en  cette.ville  ainsi  la  con- 
joncture  me  paroissoit  tres  delicate. 

Comment  m'ingerer  dans  une  longue  suite  d'affaires  ma- 
jeures et  de  negociations  importantes  sur  la  simple  parole 
d'un  inconnu,  soi  disant  porteur  de  lettres  qu'il  ne  sauroit 
representer  ?  Comment  m'annoncer  moi  iBeme  a  quantity 
de  gens  en  place,  connus  et  inconnus,  pour  trailer  avec  eux 
des  affaires  d'un  peuple  etranger,  sans  la  moindre  lettre  de 
croyance  de  sa  part?  Et  en  supposant  meme  la  necessite 
de  m'abandonner  au  torrent  des  circonstances  aussi  essen- 
tielles  que  critiques  ;  en  supposant  la  possibilite  de  trouver 
par  lout  un  acces  favorable,  et  d'etre  meme  ecoute  avec 
confiance  de  tous  ceux  avec  qui  j'aurois  a  trailer,  quoique 
en  m'y  presentant  sans  titre  et  sans  mission,  comment  rem- 
plir  cet  objet  de  surerogation  sans  negliger  les  devoirs  que 
ma  profession  m'impose,  et  m'exposera  perdre  entierement 
I'etat  du  quel  je  tire  principalement  ma  subsistence  ?     Ces 

mended  to  him  to  apply  to  me  upon  all  occasions,  and  not  to  confide  in 
any  but  such  persons  as  I  would  answer  for,  and,  as  much  as  possible, 
to  concert  all  his  operations  with  me.  I  was  disposed,  you  may  well 
think,  to  second  him  in  everything  within  my  powar,  in  a  cause  in 
which  I  have  always  been  so  sanguine  as  to  draw  upon  me  in  this 
country  a  sort  of  nickname,  at  which  1  do  not  hold  myself  offended.  But 
your  envoy  demanded  of  me  more  than  I  thought  myself  able  to  promise 
him,  since  he  wanted  to  leave  me  alone  charged  with  all  the  business  in 
this  city.     Moreover,  the  conjuncture  appeared  to  me  very  delicate. 

How  should  I  undertake  a  long  train  of  weighty  affairs  and  important 
negotiations  upon  the  simple  word  of  a  stranger,  though  calling  himself 
the  bearer  of  letters,  which  he  could  not  produce?  How  should  I  an- 
nounce myself  to  numbers  of  men,  in  places  known  and  unknown,  to 
treat  about  the  affairs  of  a  distant  people,  without  ueing  furnished  with 
credentials?  And  supposing  even  the  necessity  of  plunging  myself  into 
a  torrent  of  circumstances,  as  essential  as  they  are  critical ;  supposing 
the  possibility  of  finding  everywhere  a  favourable  access,  and  of  being 
even  listened  to  with  confidence  by  all  those  with  whom  1  should  have 
to  treat,  alihough  presenting  myself  without  title  and  without  mission; 
yet  how  should  I  acquit  myself,  in  this  work  of  supererogation,  without 
neglecting  the  duties  which  my  profession  lays  upon  me,  and  without 
exposing  myself  to  lose  entirely  the  state  from  which  I  principally  gain 
my  living? 

These  reflections  threw  me  into  a  dilemma.  But  my  attachment  to 
you  and  your  respectable  friends ;  my  gratitude  for  the  sentiments  of  kind- 
ness with  wliich  you  have  inspired  your  countrymen  towards  me;  my 
zeal  lor  the  cause  of  justice,  of  liberty,  and  of  humanity ;  in  fine,  the 
very  necessity  of  the  conjunctures,  wherein  Providence  seemed  to  have 
specially  intended  me,  in  default  of  others,  for  so  honourable  and  indis- 
pensable a  service,  carried  my  mind  aliove  all  private  considerations,  and 
made  me  regard  it  as  a  sacred  duty  to  devote  myself,  without  reserve,  to 
what  was  demanded  of  me  in  your  name.  And  from  that  instant  I  have 
looked  upon  myself  as  the  eventual  depository  of  the  confidence  of  the 
United  Colonies  of  America.  I  have  striven  to  go  through  all  the  func- 
tions of  a  faithful  and  zealous  agent,  and  I  shall  thus  proceed  fill  their 
true  Representatives  disavow  me.  I  compare  my  situation  to  that  of  one 
who,  having  perceived  himself  the  only  person  at  hand  to  collect  precious 
effects  after  a  shipwreck  or  a  fire,  watches  more  scrupulously  over  that 
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reflexions  me  mettoient  du  noir  dans  I'esprit ;  mais  mon  at- 
tachement  pour  vous  et  pour  vos  respectables  amis,  ma  re- 
coiinoissance  pour  les  sentimens  de  bienveillance  que  vous 
avez  inspires  a  tons  vos  corapalriotes  en  ma  faveur,  mon  zele 
pour  la  cause  de  la  justice,  de  la  liberte,  et  de  I'humanite, 
enfin  la  necessite  meme  des  conjonctures  oii  la  Providence 
sembloit  m'avoir  specialement  designe,  au  defaut  de  tout 
autre,  pour  un  service  si  honnete  et  si  indispensable  I'em- 
porterent  sur  toutes  les  considerations  particulieres,  et  me 
firent  regarder  comma  un  devoir  sacre  de  me  devouer  sans 
reserve  a  ce  qu'on  me  demandoit  en  votre  nom,  et  dupuis 
Get  instant  je  me  suis  regarde  comme  le  depositaire  even- 
tuel  de  la  confiance  des  Colonies  Unies  de  \  Amerique  ;  j'ai 
taclie  de  remplir  toutes  les  fonctions  d'un  agent  fidele  et 
zele ;  et  je  continuerai  ainsi  jusqu'a  ce  que  leurs  vrais  repre- 
sentans  me  desavouent.  Je  compare  ma  situation  a  celle 
de  quelqu'un  qui  s'etant  trouve  seul  a  portee  de  receueillir 
des  effets  precieux  d'un  naufrage,  ou  d'un  incendie  veille 
plus  scrupuleusement  sur  ce  depot  force  que  sur  ce  qui  se 
passe  en  ce  moment  dans  sa  propre  maison. 

Sachant  que  VAmtrique  unie  avoit  un  besoin  urgent 
d'une  certaine  espece  d'hommes  et  d'un  certain  genre  de 
provisions,  je  me  suis  empresse  de  lui  procurer  I'un  et  I'autre 
j'ai  frappe,  pour  ainsi  dire,  a  toutes  les  portes  pour  cet  effet ; 
j'ai  parle  vaguement  aux  uns,  et  enygmatiquement  aux  au- 
tres,  j'ai  fait  des  demi  confidences  a  plusieurs,  et  le  moins 
qu'il  ma  ete  possible  de  confidences  entieres  a  qui  que  ce 
soit  a  I'exception  des  Ministres  du  Roi,  et  d'un  neveu  dont 
je  suis  tres  assure,  que  j'ai  fait  venir  expres  de  sa  province 
pour  me  seconder  en  tout.  J'ai  en  la  satisfaction  d'etre 
accueilli  de  toutes  parts,  et  de  voir  que  personne  ne  me  de- 
mandoit d'autres  assurances  que  ma  parole  pour  traiter  avee 
moi  des  aifaires  de  la  plus  grande  consequence,  et  sur 
lesquelles  je  convenois  de  bonne  foi  n'avoir  refu  ni  plein 
pouvoir,  ni  meme  la  moindre  commission  ou  instruction  de 
vive  voix  non  plus  que  par  ecrit.  Des  Ministres  a  qui 
je  n'avois  jamais  fait  ma  cour,  m'ont  marque  des  la  premiere 
•entrevue  la  confiance  la  plus  flatteuse  m'ont  parle  sans  de- 
tour ni  mystere,  ont  disente  avec  moi  les  matures  les  plus 
graves  et  delibere  ensemble  sur  le  parti  a  prendre  et  les 
moyens  de  le  remplir.  Des  particuliers  isoles,  negocians 
militaires  et  autres  se  sont  pretes  sans  tergiverser  a  prendre 
avec  moi  des  arrangemens  conditionels  promettant  de  les 
executer  quand  ils  en  seroient  requis,  quoique  je  leur  eusse 
declare  que  de  mon  cote  je  ne  pouvois  leur  garantir  posi- 
tivement  quoique  ce  soit. 

D'un  autre  cote,  j'ai  ete  quelque  fois  mal  adress6  et  en 
risque  de  faire  de  mauvais  choix,  ou  de  mauvais  marches,  si 
je  ne  m'etois  tenu  soigneusement  sur  mes  gardes,  et  si  je 
n'avois  tire  sur  chaque  objet  des  informations  de  plusieurs 

forced  charge,  than  over  what  passes  at  the  same  moment  in  his  own 
bouse. 

Knowing  that  united  America  had  pressing  need  of  a  certain  Isind 
of  men,  and  a  certain  species  of  provisions,  I  have  exerted  myself  to 
procure  both  the  one  and  the  otiier  for  her.  I  have  knoclied  (if  I  may 
so  express  myself)  at  every  door  for  that  end ;  I  have  talked  vaguely  to 
some,  enigmatically  to  others ;  I  have  half  confided  to  many,  and  as  little 
as  possible  have  I  wholly  conlidcd  in  any  one  whatever,  except  the  King's 
Ministers,  and  a  ncphewr,  of  whom  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied,  and  whom 
I  have  drawn  from  his  own  province  on  purpose  to  second  me  in  every- 
thing. I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  being  well  received  in  every  quar- 
ter, and  of  seeing  that  no  one  demands  other  assurances  than  my  own 
word  to  treat  with  me  upon  affairs  of  the  greatest  consequence,  and  con- 
cerning which  I  freely  acknowledge  to  have  received  neither  full  power, 
nor  even  the  least  commission  or  instruction,  by  word  of  mouth  any  more 
than  by  letter.  Ministers,  to  whom  I  had  never  made  my  court,  have 
given  me  the  most  flattering  marks  of  confidence  from  my  first  interview ; 
have  talked  to  me  without  winding  or  mystery ;  have  discussed  with  me 
the  weightiest  matters ;  and  have  deliberated  with  me  the  determinations 
to  be  taken,  and  the  means  to  accomplish  them.  Private  individuals, 
merchants,  military  men,  and  others,  have  attended  without  scruple  to  take 
from  me  conditional  arrangements,  promising  to  execute  them  when  it 
shall  be  required,  though  I  had  declared  to  them,  on  my  part,  that  I  could 
not  warrant  anything  at  all  positively. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  have  sometimes  been  ill-directed,  and  have  been 
in  danger  of  making  a  bad  choice,  or  bad  purchases,  if  I  had  not  kept 
myself  watchfully  on  my  guard,  and  if  I  had  not  drawn  informations 
from  several  quarters  upon  every  business.  You  would  hardly  think,  for 
example,  that  a  very  friendly  Minister  should  point  out  and  recommend 
to  me  for  saltpetre  and  for  small-arms,  such  magazines  and  salesmen 
whose  saltpetre  was  too  dear,  and  whose  arms  were  defective.  Far  from 
taking  it  ill  that  I  made  very  different  contracts,  he  thanked  me  for  the 
intelligence  I  gave  him. 

I  have  been  six*  different  times  to  Versailles  within  a  month,  to  see 
not  only  the  Ministers,  but  everything  which  approaches  them  or  con- 
tinues near  them,  and  to  sound  or  get  sounded  tlie  dispositions  of  every 
one;  for  it  must  not  be  thought  that  they  are  all  equally  well-intentioned ; 
*  And  tllree  times  more  iu  tlie  latter  part  of  Jutie. 


endroits.  Vous  auriez  peine  a  croire,  par  exemple,  qu'uu 
niinistre  plein  de  bonne  volonte  ni'ait  indiqueet  recommande 
pour  du  salpetre,  pour  des  fusils,  Stc,  des  magazins,  des 
fournisseurs  chez  qui  le  salpetre  etoit  trop  cher,  et  les  fusils 
defectueux,  aussi  loin  de  trouver  mauvais  que  j'aye  pris  des 
arrangemens  tout  diflerens,  il  m'a  sf  u  gre  de  I'avis  que  je 
lui  en  ai  donne. 

J'ai  fait  six*  differens  voyages  a  Versailles  depuis  un 
mois,  pour  voir  non  seulement  les  ministres,  mais  aussi  tout 
ce  qui  les  approche,  ou  les  frequente,  et  sonder  ou  faire 
sonder  les  dispositions  de  chacun,  car  il  ne  faut  pas  croire 
qu'ils  soient  tous  egaleinent  bien  intentionnes ;  cepandant 
je  voulois  taclier  de  titer  quelque  parti  de  tous  et  efl'ective- 
ment  quoique  j'aye  plus  a  me  louer  des  uns  que  des  autres,  ii 
n'y  en  a  aucun  de  qui  je  puisse  me  plaindre  sans  ingratitude. 

J'ai  obtenu  entre  autres  choses,  sous  le  noin  de  M.  de  la 
Tuillerie  entre  preneur  d'une  manufacture  d'armes,  qu'il 
lui  soit  delivre  incontinent  des  arsenaux  du  Roi  quinze  mille 
fusils  a  I'usage  de  I'infantine  suivant  le  modele  de  1763, 
pour  etre  employes  dans  son  commerce,  a  condition  de  les 
remj)lacer  dans  le  courant  d'une  annee  par  un  pareil  nom- 
bre  de  nouveaux  fusils  de  sa  fabrique,  en  donnant  bonne  et 
suffisante  caution  pour  ce  rrmplacement ;  et  on  m'a  agree 
pour  caution  le  premier  envoi  de  ces  fusils  est  deja  en  route 
pour  Nantes  au  M.  Penet  attend  les  vaisseaux  que  votre 
Comite  Secret  doit  y  envoyer.  J'espere  que  vos  braves 
guerriers  seront  contens  de  ces  fusils ;  mais  il  faut  les  avertir 
de  ne  pas  trop  se  fier  aux  fusils  ordinaires  du  commerce  que 
I'on  appelle  fusils  de  traite,  qui  sont  presque  aussi  redoubta- 
bles  aux  amis  qu'  aux  ennemis. 

J'aurois  obtenu  sans  difficulte  du  canon  de  bronze  aux 
memes  conditions,  si  Ton  n'avoit  pas  ete  retenu  par  la  con- 
sideration qu'ils  portent  les  amioiries,  ou  les  chifTres  du  Roi, 
qui  les  rendroit  trop  reconnoissables.  Cepandant  si  j'avois 
ete  autorise  par  le  Congres  a  insister  fortement  la  dessus,  il 
auroit  ete  possible  d'enlever  a  la  lime  les  L.  L.  et  les  fleui-s- 
de-lys ;  mais  tou  tcela  ne  pouvoit  s'executer  sans  frais,  et  qui 
est  ce  qui  en  auroit  fait  les  avances?  M.  Turgot,  le  seul 
Ministre  de  qui  j'aurois  pu  attendre  tant  de  faveur,  a  ete  dis- 
gracie  le  12  May ;  et  tous  les  autres  sont  tellement  harceles 
aujourd'huy  par  les  cabales  extraordinaires  de  la  Cour,  que 
chacun  est  trop  occupe  du  soin  de  se  maintenir  pour  prendre 
sur  son  propre  compte  des  affaires  publiques  qui  ne  sont  pas 
absolument  et  uniquement  de  son  ressort.  Tous  se  preteront 
de  bonne  grace  a  une  cause  juste  et  honnete,  mais  aucun  ne 
I'epousera  avec  chaleur.  On  a  beau  leur  representer  le 
grand  interet  qu'a  la  France  de  ne  pas  manquer  I'occasion 
d'enlever  a  VAngleterre  et  d'attirer  chez  elle  un  commerce 
immense,  et  qui  ne  pent  que  s'accroitre  encore  d'annee  en 
*  Et  trois  nouveaux  dans  le  reste  du  mois  de  Jm7i. 

however,  I  wanted  to  draw  some  advantage  from  all.  And,  in  fact,  though 
I  had  rather  praise  some  than  others,  yet  there  is  not  one  of  whom  I  can 
complain  without  ingratitude. 

I  have  obtained,  among  other  things,  under  the  name  of  Mr.  De  la 
Tuillerie,  the  undertaker  of  a  manufactory  of  arms,  that  there  shall  be 
delivered  to  him  immediately  from  the  King's  arsenals  fifteen  thousand 
muskets  for  the  use  of  infantry,  according  to  the  model  of  17S3,  to  be 
employed  in  his  commerce,  on  consideration  that  he  replaces  them  in  the 
run  of  a  year  by  a  like  number  of  new  muskets  of  his  own  make,  giving 
good  and  sufficient  security  for  such  return;  and  they  have  taken  my 
security.  The  first  part  of  those  muskets  is  already  on  the  route  to 
JVantes,  where  Mr.  J'enet  looks  for  the  vessels  which  your  Secret  Com- 
mittee is  to  send  thither.  I  hope  your  brave  soldiers  will  be  pleased 
with  these  muskets;  but  you  must  caution  them  not  to  trust  to  the  ordi- 
nary muskets  of  commerce,  which  are  called  "  muskets  for  exportation," 
which  are  almost  as  dangerous  to  friends  as  to  enemies. 

I  should  have  obtained  brass  cannon  on  the  same  terms  without  dif- 
ficulty, were  it  not  for  the  circumstance  of  their  bearing  the  King's 
arms  and  cipher,  which  made  them  too  discoverable.  However,  if  I 
had  been  authorized  by  Congress  to  insist  strongly  on  it,  the  L.  L.  and 
the  flowers-de-luce  might  have  been  taken  off  by  the  file;  but  all  this 
could  not  have  been  executed  without  expense ;  and  who  was  to  have 
advanced  that  \  Mr.  Titrgot,  the  only  Minister  from  whom  I  could  ex- 
pect so  much  favour,  had  been  disgraced  the  12th  of  Maij ;  and  all  the 
others  are  so  leazed  at  this  time  by  the  extraordinary  cabals  of  the  Court, 
that  each  one  is  too  hurried  by  the  care  of  supporting  himself,  to  take  as 
his  proper  charge  the  affairs  of  the  publick  which  are  not  absolutely  and 
immediately  in  his  department.  All  will  kindly  hsten  to  a  just  and  ho- 
nourable cause,  but  none  will  espouse  it  with  warmth.  It  is  useless  to 
represent  to  them  the  great  interest  which  France  has  in  not  losing  the 
opportunity  of  stripping  Kngland  of  an  immense  commerce,  and  of  draw- 
ing to  herself  what  must  certainly  increase  from  year  to  year;  they 
easily  comprehend  all  this ;  but  France,  over  head  and  ears  in  debt, 
wants  bread,  and  it  is  their  interest  to  support  her.  They  would  have 
permitted  me  to  take  secretly,  from  even  the  .Arsenal  oi Paris,  powder 
and  lead,  saltpetre,  &c.,  if  we  had  not  found  as  good,  and  upon  better 
terms,  among  the  merchants,  and  even  in  greater  quantities  than  Mr. 
Penet  has  orders  to  ship. 
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annee.  lis  comprcnnent  tres  bien  cela;  mais  la  France 
oberee  a  besoin  de  ia  paix  ct  ils  ont  intcret  de  Tentretenir. 

On  m'auroil  perinis  de  tiier  sourdernent  de  I'arsenal  nieme 
de  Paris  do  la  ])oudre,  du  plomb,  du  salpctre,  &c.,  si  nous 
n'en  avions  pas  irouve  dans  le  cornraerce  d'aussi  bon  et  a 
meilleur  compte,  et  rnenie  en  plus  grande  quantiie  que  M. 
Penct  n'a  ordre  d'en  charger. 

J'ai  obtenu  des  conges  a  longstermes  pour  des  ofliciers 
d'artillerie  et  autres,  et  on  m'en  a  promis  de  semblables  pour 
tousceux  qui  nousseroieiit  necessaires,  et  que  je  pourvois  faire 
entrer  dans  mes  vues. 

On  m'offre  de  toutes  parts  quantitede  bons  officiers,  qui  ne 
demandent  pas  mieux  que  de  passer  au  service  des  Colonies 
Americaines,  si  j'etois  autorise  a  leur  assurer  un  grade  tel 
qu'ils  le  desirent,  (on  tel  qu'on  a  contume  de  I'accorder  a 
ceux  que  Ton  fait  passer  d'icy  aux  grandes  Iiides ;)  mais  je 
crois  que  c'est  pour  ainsi  dire,  de  quoi  vous  avez  le  moins 
de  besoin,  pour  ne  pas  degouter  vos  genereux  compatriotes. 
J'ai  cependant  cm  pouvoir  proinettre  le  grade  de  Capitaine, 
avec  quelques  petites  avances,  et  le  voyage  defraye.  a  M. 
Farcli  ancien  Lieutenant  d'inflinterie,  de  ceux  que  I'on  ap- 
pelle  officiers  de  fortune  ;  la  meme  chose,  a  I'exception  du 
grade,  a  M.  Davin  ancien  Sergent-Major  d'une  grande  dis- 
tinction ;  et  seulernent  le  passage  franc  en  mer  a  M.  De 
Sois  Bertrand  'jeune  liomnie  plein  d'honneur,  de  courage  et 
de  zele,  qui  a  icy  le  brevet  de  Lieutenant-Colonel,  mais  qui 
n'exige  rien,  et  que  vos  generaux  placeront  comme  ils 
jugeront  a  propos  pour  le  plus  grand  bien  du  service.  J'ai 
reo'ret  de  n'avoir  purien  promettre  a  un  ancien  officier 
protege  de  M.  Turgot,  et  qui  a  ete  employe  sous  M.  son 
irere  a  Cayenne ;  mais  surtout  a  deux  officiers  Irlandois, 
Mons.  Geogheghan,  I'un  que  je  connois  depuis  longtems,  a 
t'te  pendant  les  deux  dernieres  guerres  aide-de-camp  d'un 
officier  general,  aujourd-huy  Marechal  de  France,  qui  en 
faisoit  le  plus  grand  cas,  il  n'a  qu'un  brevet  de  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  de  cavalerie,  mais  je  le  crois  capable  te  tout ;  son 
cousin  a  fait  ses  preuves  avec  plus  d'avantage  encore : 
n'etant  que  simple  Capitaine  dans  Ylnde,  il  se  trouva  a  la  tete 
d'une  petite  armee,  tons  les  officiers  superieurs  eiant  absens 
pour  de  bonnes  ou  mauvaises  raisons,  et  il  eut  le  bonheur, 
apres  une  marche  bien  combinee,  de  gagner  sur  les  Anglois 

la  batailie  de .    Vous  jugez  bien  que  ces  deux  hommes 

la  demanderoient  a  etre  faits  officiers  generaux. 

A  I'egard  des  ingenieurs,  il  y  a  en  une  quantite  de  sur- 
numeraires  en  France ;  j'en  ai  arrete  deux  de  ceux  Ik  sous  la 
simple  assurance  de  leur  passage  franc,  et  de  vous  les  bien 
recommander :  I'un  est  M.  Potter  de  Baldivia,  tout  jeune, 
mais  bien  instruit,  et  fils  d'un  chevalier  de  St.  Louis,  inge- 
nieur  attache  a  I\L  le  Due  d'  Orleans,  et  autrefois  aide-de- 
camp du  Marechal  de  Saxe ;  I'autre  est  Mons.  Gillet  De  Lo- 

I  have  obtained  lengthy  furloughs  for  officers  of  Artillery,  and  others, 
and  have  been  promised  the  like  for  all  such  as  may  be  necessary  for  us, 
and  whom  I  can  make  enter  into  my  views.  Numbers  of  good  officers 
are  presented  to  me  on  every  quarter,  who  ask  nothing  better  than  to 
enter  into  the  service  of  the  Colonies,  if  I  was  authorized  to  promise 
the  rank  they  wish,  or  such  as  it  is  common  to  give  to  those  who  are 
sent  from  hence  to  the  Indies.  But  I  believe  this  is  what  you  have  the 
least  need  of,  as  it  may  disgust  your  valiant  countrymen.  I  have,  how- 
ever, ventured  to  promise  the  rank  of  Captain,  with  some  little  advances, 
and  his  passage,  to  Mr.  Fareli,  an  old  Lieutenant  of  Foot,  one  of  those 
who  are  called  "  Soldiers  of  Fortune  ;"  the  same,  with  the  exception  of 
rank,  to  Mr.  Davin,  im  old  Sergeant-Major  of  great  distinction;  and 
bis  passage  only  to  Mr.  liais  Bertrand,  a  youth  full  of  honour,  courage, 
and  zeal,  who  has  here  a  brevet  of  a  Lieuteniint-Colonel,  but  who  insists 
upon  nothing,  and  whom  your  Generals  will  place  as  they  shall  judge 
most  for  the  greatest  service  of  your  affairs.  I  regret  having  nothing 
to  promise  to  an  old  ofHcer  under  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Turgot,  and  who 
has  been  employed  under  his  brother  at  Cayenne ;  but  especially  to  two 
Iriah  officers,  Messrs.  Geogliegan — one,  whom  I  have  long  known,  has 
been,  during  the  two  last  wars,  aid-de-camp  to  a  General  Otlicer,  now 
Marshal  of  France,  who  valued  him  highly.  He  has  only  a  brevet  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Cavalry,  but  I  think  him  capable  of  everything. 
His  cousin  has  shown  himself  more  advantageously  still :  when  he 
was  only  a  Captain  in  India,  he  found  himself  at  the  head  of  a  little 
army,  all  the  superior  officers  being  absent,  for  good  or  bad  reasons ;  and 
he  bad  the  fortune,  after  a  well-managed  march,  to  gain  a  victory  over 

the  Englisli  at .     You  will  readily  judge  that  these  two  expect  to 

be  made  General  Ollicers. 

With  regard  to  Engineers,  there  are  a  number  of  supernumeraries  in 
France.  1  have  retained  two  of  them  upon  the  single  assurance  of  free 
passage,  and  a  good  recommendation  to  you.  One  is  Mr.  Pollen,  of 
Baldivia,  very  young,  but  well  instructed,  and  a  son  of  a  Chevalier  of 
St.  Louit,  an  Engineer  in  the  service  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and 
formerly  »id-de-camp  to  Marshal  .S'aae;  the  other  is  Mr.  Gillet  De  Lo- 
mont,  a  young  man  of  rare  merit,  and  who  wants  only  an  opportunity  of 
practising  in  war  what  he  has  learned  in  peace.  But  Engineers  who 
have  served  in  the  wars  with  reputation,  are  all  in  places  where  they  are 
content  with  their  lot.     You  know  that  the  Artillerists  and  Engineers 


mont,  jeune  homme  d'un  mcrite  pcu  commun,  a  qui  il  ne 
manque  que  d'avoir  cte  employe  en  guerre,  comme  il  I'a  ete 
dans  les  camps  de  paix.  Mais  les  ingenieurs  qui  ont  fait 
la  guerre  avec  quelque  distinction  sont  tons  places  et  contcns 
de  leur  sort. 

Vous  savez  que  I'artillerie  et  le  genie  ont  la  plus  grande 
affinite  ensetnble  ;  peutetre  ignorez  vous  que  ces  deux  corps 
ont  ete  plusieurs  fois  reunis  et  separes  alteniativement  icy 
par  nos  Ministres  divers ;  ainsi  les  uns  peuvent  tres  bien 
suppleer  aux  autres,  et  tons  les  militaires  s'accordent  a  pen- 
ser  que  dans  la  situation  presente  des  Colonies,  elles  ont 
plus  specialement  besoin  d'officiers  d'artillerie  que  d'inge- 
nieurs.  C'est  parliculierement  I'avis  de  Fiiomme  de  V Europe 
le  plus  capable  d'en  juger,  M.  Le  Comte  de  St.  Germain. 

Je  suis  assure  de  la  bonne  volonte  de  quelques  officiers 
d'artillerie,  habiles,  experinicntes,  et  aguerris;  mais  j'ai  un 
autre  embarras.  M.  De  Gribauval,  Lieutenant-General  des 
armees  du  Roi,  et  Directeur-General  de  I'artillerie  de 
France,  consequemment  a  la  tete  de  ce  corps,  et  jouissant  de 
la  plus  grande  consideration  publique,  avec  qui  j'ai  en  plu- 
sieurs conferences  a  ce  sujet,  est  d'avis  que  I'on  vous  fasse 
passer  trois  officiers  d'artillerie  a  la  fois,  I'un  pour  etre  en 
chef,  et  donner  le  branle  a  tout,  les  deux  autres  pour  diriger 
toutes  les  operations,  I'un  dans  les  Provinces  du  Nord, 
el  I'autre  dans  celles  du  midi.  Pour  la  direction  generale, 
il  a  jette  les  yeux,  de  concert  avec  le  niinistre  sur  un  officier 
encore  dans  la  fleur  de  I'age,  que  Ton  juge  egalement  capa- 
ble de  I'ensemble  et  de  tons  les  details,  et  dont  on  a  deja 
eprouve  les  grands  talens  en  corse,  ou  on  I'avoit  charge  de 
tout,  en  le  faisant  passer  sur  le  corps  de  cent  quatre-vingt 
de  ses  anciens.  Je  vous  envoye  cy  joint  un  projet  dresse 
par  M.  Du  Coudray,  I'officier  d'artillerie  en  question,  et 
qui  m'a  paru  fort  bien;  mais  je  dois  vous  informer  en 
meme  tems  que  beaucotip  de  gens  sont  moins  prevenus  en 
sa  faveur,  tant  dans  le  corps  d'aitillerie,  oii  il  est  fort  jalouse, 
que  hors  de  ce  corps,_ou  il  est  engage  dans  des  controverses 
assez  animees  avec  des  militaires,  avec  des  chymistes,  avec 
M.  de  Buffon. 

Entre  les  autres  officiers  d'artillerie  que  I'on  pourroit  de- 
terminer a  passer  en  Amerique,  je  distingue  particuliere- 
ment  deux  freres  MM.  D^ Hangest,  I'un  Lieutenant-Colonel 
d'artillerie  et  Chevalier  de  St.  houis ;  I'autre  Capitaine  d'ar- 
tillerie, et  ayant  Aiit  la  guerre  aussi,  et  egalement  Chevalier 
de  St.  Louis.  Ces  Messieurs  D'Hangest  sont  beau  freres  de 
M.  D' Antic,  Thomnie  de  France  peutetre  qu'il  imporle  le 
plus  aux  Colonies  d'acquirir,  tout  le  monde  s'accordant  a 
le  regarder  comme  unique  pour  reunir  ensemble  la  iheorie 
et  la  pratique  de  tons  les  arts  relatifs  a  la  chymie,  et  notam- 
ment  de  la  verrerie  et  de  la  metallurgie.  Le  savant  artiste 
a  ete  friponne  par  de  plus  habiles  financiers.     M.  Turgot 

have  the  greatest  affinity  to  each  other.  Perhaps  you  may  not  know 
that  those  two  corps  have  been  alternately  united  and  separated  here  by 
our  different  Ministers,  so  that  one  may  well  supply  the  place  of  the 
other.  And  military  men  agree  in  thinking  that,  in  the  present  situation 
of  the  Colonies,  there  is  much  greater  need  of  officers  of  Artillery  than 
of  Engineers.  'J'his  is  particularly  the  opinion  of  the  most  capable  judge 
in  Europe — the  Count  de  St.  (Jermain.  I  am  well  assured  of  the  good 
disposition  of  some  officers  of  Artillery,  active,  experienced,  and  wise. 
But  I  have  another  embarrassment.  Mr.  De  Gribauval,  Lieutenant- 
General  of  the  King's  armies  and  Director-General  of  the  Artillery  of 
France^  and  consequently  at  the  head  of  that  corps,  and  enjoying  the 
highest  publick  esteem,  with  whom  I  have  had  many  conferences  on  this 
suhjecl,  is  of  opinion  that  you  ought  to  have  three  officers  of  Artillery 
over  at  a  time — one  to  be  chief,  and  to  set  the  whole  agoing;  the  two 
others  to  direct  all  the  operations — one  in  the  Aorthcrn  Colonies  and 
one  in  the  Southern.  For  the  chief,  he  has  fixed  his  eyes,  in  concert 
with  the  Minister,  upon  an  officer  still  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  who  is 
judged  equally  capable  of  the  whole  and  of  the  details,  and  who  has  al- 
ready proved  his  great  talents  in  C'vrs/co,  %vhere  everything  was  trusted 
to  him,  he  having  been  raised  over  the  heads  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
senior  officers.  I  send  you  herewith  a  project  drawn  up  by  the  gentle- 
man in  question,  Mons.  Du  Condruy,  officer  of  .\rtillery,  and  which  ap- 
pears to  me  a  very  good  one ;  but  I  thought  at  the  same  time  to  let  you 
know  that  many  persons  are  less  prejudiced  in  his  favour,  not  only  in  the 
corps  of  Artillery,  where  they  are  jealous  of  him,  but  also  out  of  that 
corps,  as  he  is  engaged  in  very  warm  controversies  with  the  military,  the 
chemists,  and  with  Mons.  liujfon.  Among  other  officers  of  Artillery 
who  might  be  persuaded  to  pass  over  to  .imerica,  I  particularly  distin- 
guish two  brothers,  Messrs.  D' Hungesl — one  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 
Artillery  and  Chevalier  of  5'(.  Louis,  the  other  a  Captain  of  Artillery,  who 
has  also  seen  action,  and  is  a  Chevalier  of  St.  Louis.  1  hese  Messrs. 
D'llangesl  arc  brothers-in-law  to  Mons.  D'.intic,  the  man  in  France, 
perhaps,  whom  it  is  most  for  the  interest  oi  Jhnerica  to  secure.  All  agree 
in  thinking  him  the  only  one  possessed  both  of  the  theory  and  practice 
of  all  the  arts  relative  to  chemistry,  especially  glass-making  and  metal- 
lurgy. This  learned  artist  has  been  cheated  by  most  crafty  financiers. 
Mons.  Turgot  proposed  to  give  him  the  whole  direction  of  all  the  ma- 
nufactures of  France,  if  he  had  continued  in   place.     Mons.  D' Antic  is 
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se  proposoit  de  lui  donner  la  direction  de  toutes  les  manufac- 
tures de  France,  s'il  etoit  reste  en  place.  M.  D' Antic  se 
retrouve  dans  I'embarras,  charge  d'une  fernme  et  de  quatre 
enfans,  avec  une  patrimonie  charge  de  dettes  criardes.  Des 
gens  que  je  crois  de  votre  connoissance  lui  ont  fait  des  ofFres 
tres  avantageuses,  M.  Hutton,  chef  des  Freres  Moravcs,  et 
M.  Johnson,  pour  I'attirer  en  Angkterrc,  M.  De  Valtravers 
pour  Tattacher  a  I'Electeur  Palatin  ;  d'autres  font  des  pro- 
jets  pour  le  fixer  icy,  d'autres  enfin  voudroient  le  faire 
passer  en  Espagne.  Mais  je  I'ai  absolument  decide  a  vous 
donner  la  preference,  si  vous  pouvez  lui  faire  un  sort  conve- 
nable.  II  ne  pent  s'engager  a  passer  au  nouveau  monde,  a 
moins  qu'on  ne  lui  compte  avant  que  de  partir,  vingt  mille 
ecus  de  France,  faisant  deux  mille  cinq  cent  livres  sterling, 
pour  liquider  ses  biens,  et  assurer  I'etat  a  sa  famille.  S'il 
obtient  cela,  il  partira  immediatement ;  une  horde  d'ouvriers 
de  tons  les  genres  s'empressera  de  le  suivre,  et  on  peut  en 
quelque  sorte  assurer  que  cette  seule  transmigration  avan- 
ceroit  tons  les  arts  d'un  siecle  en  votre  patrie.  Je  vous 
envoye  cy  joint  un  petit  menioire  dresse  de  concert  avec  lui. 

Un  autre  homme  qui  ne  vous  seroit  gueres  moins  utile, 
est  plus  qu'a  moitee  detennine  a  passer  en  Amerique,  pour 
y  etablir  une  manufacture  d'armes  telle  qu'il  n'y  en  a  point 
en  Europe,  si  vous  pouvez  lui  facillter  les  moyens  d'y  passer 
avec  surete.  II  est  riche ;  il  est  extremement  au  fait  de 
cette  fabrication ;  il  est  me  content  de  la  cour ;  c'est  M. 
De  Monticu  cy-devant  entrepreneur  de  la  manufacture  roy- 
ale  des  armes  de  St.  Etienne  en  forez,  qui  a  ete  implique 
dans  le  fameux  proces  de  M.  De  Bellegarde,  Inspecteur- 
General  d'artillerie,  son  beau  frere.  Cet  honnete  homme 
a  tout  prets  deux  petits  navires  a  lui,  vingt-deux  petites 
pieces  de  canon  de  campagne  de  bronze,  tout  fondu,  et  les 
matieres  tous  preparees  pour  une  centalne  de  plus.  II  em- 
barqueroit  avec  lui  tous  les  outils  et  les  materieaux  neces- 
saires ;  et  tous  ceux  qui  ont  travaille  sous  lui  le  suivroient 
en  foule  vous  n'avez  qu'a  parler,  et  m'indiquer  comment 
vous  assureriez  son  passage,  ou  il  devroit  se  porter,  et  quelles 
facilites  on  lui  procureroit  pour  tous  ses  etabllssemens. 

D'apres  les  conversations  que  nous  avons  eu  ensemble, 
il  a  fait  une  autre  speculation  pour  forcer  le  passage  au  tra- 
vers  de  toutes  les  croisieres  de  la  marine  Angloise,  si  les 
Colonies  pouvoient  fournir  a  une  avance  de  deux  ou  trois 
millions  argent  de  France,  pour  une  expedition  aussi  decisive. 
Je  vous  envoye  cy  joint  le  memoire  qu'il  a  dresse  a  ce  sujet. 

D'autre  part  j'ai  reflechi  aux  moyens  de  subvenir  a  tant 
de  depenses  dans  lesquelles  votre  Republique  naissante  se 
trouve  engagee. 

Le  paquet  de  M.  Penet  m'a  annonce,  il  y  a  deja  six  se- 
moines,  (ce  19  Juin,  1776,)  contenant  des  cartes  de  vos 
Colonies,  des  plans,  des  brochures,  une  lettre  de  vous  et  une 

himself  under  difficulties,  being  encumbered  with  a  wife  and  four  chil- 
dren, as  well  as  a  patrimony  loaded  with  clamorous  debts.  Gentlemen, 
whom  I  oelieve  of  your  acquaintance,  have  made  him  very  advantageous 
offers :  Mr.  Ilnttan,  chief  of  the  Moravian  Brethren,  and  Mr.  Johnston, 
to  draw  him  to  England;  Mons.  Voltravers  to  attach  him  to  the 
Elector  Palatine ;  others  form  projects  to  fix  him  here  ;  others,  in  fine, 
would  have  him  go  into  Spain ;  but  I  have  absolutely  fixed  him  to  give 
you  the  preference,  if  you  can  provide  a  suitable  condition  for  him.  He 
cannot  engage  to  pass  over  into  the  New  World,  unless  you  can  advance 
him  here  twenty  thousand  crowns  of  France,  making  two  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  clear  his  goods,  and  to  secure  the  condition 
of  his  family.  If  he  obtains  that,  he  will  immediately  set  off.  A  harvest 
of  workmen  of  all  sorts  will  press  to  follow  him ;  and  you  may  be  cer- 
tain in  a  manner  that  this  single  transmigration  would  advance  all  the 
arts  an  age  in  your  country  I  send  you  herewith  a  small  memorial, 
drawn  up  in  company  with  him. 

Another  person,  who  would  be  scarce  less  useful  to  you,  is  more  than 
half  determined  to  go  over  to  America,  to  set  ujj  there  a  manufacture  of 
arms,  such  as  is  not  in  Europe,  if  you  can  promote  means  of  passing 
him  with  security.  He  is  rich ;  he  is  extremely  expert  in  his  branch  ;  he 
is  discontented  with  the  Court:  it  is  Monsieur  lie  Monlicti,  iotmerXy 
undertaker  of  the  Koyal  manufacture  of  arms  at  St.  Stephens,  in  the  For- 
rest, who  has  been  involved  in  the  famous  lawsuit  with  Mr.  Bellegarde, 
Inspector-General  of  Artillery,  his  brother-in-law.  This  worthy  man  has 
ready  two  small  ships  of  his  own,  twenty-two  finished  brass  field-pieces, 
and  materials  ready  for  one  hundred  more.  All  those  who  have  worked 
under  him  would  follow  him  in  a  crowd.  He  would  take  with  him  all 
the  necessary  tools  and  materials.  You  have  only  to  speak,  and  to  show 
how  you  could  secure  his  safe  passage,  to  what  place  he  should  proceed, 
and  what  aids  could  be  given  to  him  in  his  several  establishments.  After 
our  several  conversations  together,  he  formed  another  speculative  plan, 
for  farcing  a  passage  through  all  the  cruisers  of  the  English  marine,  if  the 
Colonics  could  advance  two  or  three  millions  of  francs  for  such  a  decisive 
expedition.  I  send  you  herewith  the  memorial  which  he  drew  up  upon 
that  subject.  On  anotlier  hand,  I  have  reflected  on  methods  of  support- 
ing so  many  expenses  as  your  rising  Kepublick  is  engaged  in. 

The  packets  which  Mr.  Penet  mentioned  to  me,  have  not  come  to  hand 
in  six  weeks,  (this  19th  of  June,)  which  contains  charts  of  the  Colonies, 


de  M.  Rush,  ne  m'est  point  encore  parvenu  ;  mais  j'ai  ref  u, 
lu  et  relu  le  contrat  en  parcherain  passe  entre  le  Comite 
Secret  du  Congres  d'une  part,  et  Messrs.  Fliarne,  Penet,  et 
Camp.,  de  I'autre,  avec  les  instructions  du  meme  Comite 
aux  memes  Commissionaires.  Sur  ces  piece  authentiques, 
M.  Penet  m'a  donne  tous  les  cclaircissemens  que  je  pou- 
vois  desirer,  et  m'a  d'etaille  ses  divers  projets  d'operations, 
qui  m'ont  paru  judicieux  et  bien  combines.  Je  I'avois  fait 
revenir  de  Nantes  pour  le  presenter  secretement  a  Mons. 
le  Comte  de  V.,  Ministre  des  Affaires  Etrangeres,  qui  vou- 
loit  le  questioner  sur  I'etat  de  vos  Colonies ;  il  est  reparti 
quelquez  jours  apres,  mais  dans  cet  intervalle  nous  avions 
de  nouveau  concerte  nos  demarches  ulterieures. 

En  consequence,  j'ai  pris  des  arrangemens  avec  la  conn- 
pagnie  des  fermiers  generaux  pour  leur  fournir  directement 
par  commission  des  Colonies  unies,  la  provision  de  tabac  ne- 
cessaire  a  la  consommation  annuelle  de  ce  royaume  qu'ils 
tiroient  cy  devant  par  la  voye  de  Y Angleterrc  en  econonii- 
sant  de  part  et  d'autre  ce  que  les  douanes  et  les  marchands  de 
la  Grande  Bretagne  gagnoient  tant  sur  les  vendeurs  Ameri- 
cains  que  sur  les  acheteurs  Francois.  J'ai  ete  extremement 
satisfait  de  la  franchise  avec  la  quelle  les  fermiers  generaux 
charges  de  cette  partie  ont  traite  avec  moi,  en  m'ouvrant 
tous  leurs  livres,  et  me  montrant  leurs  factures  en  original. 

J'ai  propose  a  M.  de  S.,  Ministre  de  la  Marine,  de  lui 
fournir  des  farines  et  biscuits  de  mer,  des  bois  de  construction 
pour  les  navires  (et  par  la  suite  du  merrain  pour  le  tonnel- 
age)  du  chanvre,  du  goudron,  he.  II  m'a  assure  qu'il  ne 
s'informeroit  point  d'ou  je  les  tirerois,  pourvu  que  je  lui  en 
procure  a  des  prix  raisonables  ;  et  que  je  pouvois  prendre 
mes  arrangemens  en  consequence. 

Mais  je  ne  vous  dissimulerai  point  que  j'ai  trouve  ce 
Ministre  prevenu  de  quelques  idfes  mercantiles  qu'il  m'j 
fallu  combattre,  et  dont  j'aurai  de  la  peine  a  le  faire  reve- 
nir, parce  qu'elles  lui  ont  ete  suggerees  par  les  gens  qui  sont 
reputes  les  plus  au  fait  du  commerce,  et  qui  ont,  on  croyent 
avoir  inleret  a  entretenir  les  anciens  prejuges  a  cet  egard. 
Je  I'ai  cependant  un  peu  ebranle,  il  m'a  charge  de  develo- 
per dans  un  petit  memoire  par  ecrit  mes  idees  particulieres 
sur  les  articles  en  quoi  nous  differons  le  plus  ;  il  donnera  ce 
memoire  a  discuter  a  quelques  habiles  negocians,  ou  aux 
Deputes  du  Commerce ;  apres  quoi  il  pesera  definitivement 
les  raisons  de  part  et  I'autre.  Je  joindrai  icy  une  copie  de  ce 
memoire,  lorsque  je  I'aurai  fait  voir.  J'ai  pris  des  instruc- 
tions de  divers  commerfans,  pour  la  traite  des  grains,  des 
pelleteries,  des  indigos,  des  fanons  et  blancs  de  baleine,  et 
generalement  de  toutes  les  denrees  et  productions  de  voire 
sol,  et  nous  pouvons  nous  flatter  de  vous  en  faire  tirer  un 
meilleur  parti  que  vous  n'avez  jamais  fait. 

Je  suis  encore  plus  assure  de  pouvoir  vous  procurer  en 

plans,  pamphlets,  a  letter  from  you,  and  another  from  Mr.  Bush.  But 
I  have  received,  and  have  several  times  read,  the  contract  in  parchment 
passed  between  the  Secret  Committee  of  Congress  on  one  part  and 
Messrs.  Pliarne,  Penet,  &  Co.,  on  the  other  part,  with  the  instructions  of 
the  same  Committee  to  the  said  Commissioners.  Upon  these  authentick 
proofs  Mr.  Penet  has  given  all  the  explanations  which  I  could  desire,  and 
has  laid  before  me  his  various  projects  of  operation.  These  appear  to 
me  judicious  and  well  concerted.  I  made  him  return  from  J\'antes,  that 
I  might  present  him  secretly  to  Mons.  the  Count  de  V.,  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  who  wanted  to  examine  him  upon  the  affairs  of  your 
Colonies.  He  returned  some  days  after,  but  in  the  interval  we  determined 
together  upon  further  steps  to  be  pursued.  In  consequence,  I  have  made 
arrangements  with  the  Company  of  Farmers-General  to  furnish  them 
directly  by  commission  from  the  United  Colonies  with  the  necessary 
provision  of  tobacco  for  the  annual  consumption  of  this  kingdom,  which 
they  drew  heretofore  by  the  way  of  England ;  thereby  saving,  on  one 
hand  and  the  other,  all  that  the  custom-house  and  the  merchants  of  Great 
Britain  gained,  as  well  upon  the  .imerican  sales  as  upon  the  French 
purchasers.  I  was  extremely  satisfied  at  the  frankness  with  which  the 
Farmers-General,  appointed  on  this  occasion,  treated  with  me,  opening 
all  their  books  and  showing  me  the  original  entries.  I  have  proposed  to 
Mons.  de  S.,  Minister  of  the  Marine,  to  furnish  meal  and  sea  biscuit,  liml)cr 
for  ships,  (and,  in  course,  lumber  for  cooperage,)  flax,  pitch,  tar,  &c.  Ho 
assured  me  that  he  should  not  examine  where  1  procured  them  for  him, 
provided  I  did  it,  and  for  a  reasonable  price ;  and  that  I  might  take  my 
steps  in  consequence.  But  I  will  not  dissemble  or  conceal  from  you  that  I 
have  found  this  Minister  under  some  mercantile  prejudices,  which  I  must 
combat,  and  from  which  I  shall  find  some  difliculty  to  recover  him,  be- 
cause they  have  been  suggested  to  him  by  such  as  arc  reputed  to  be  the 
most  skilful  merchants,  and  who  have,  or  think  they  have,  an  interest  ia 
maintaining  ancient  prejudices  on  such  points.  I  have,  however,  shaken 
him  a  little.  He  has  directed  me  to  throw  out,  in  a  small  written  me- 
moire, my  particular  ideas  upon  those  articles  whereon  we  dill'er  most; 
he  will  give  this  memoire  for  the  discussion  of  some  skilful  merchants, 
or  the  Deputies  of  Commerce ;  after  which  he  will  weigh  definitively  the 
reasons  on  one  side  and  the  other.  I  shall  join  herewith  that  memoire, 
when  I  shall  have  shown  it  to  him. 

I  have  taken  the  advice  of  many  trading  people  for  a  treaty  for  grain, 
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rctour,  toutes  les  marchandises  Europeennes  que  vous  sou- 
haiterez,  coinme  vins,  huile^,  drajis,  toilcs,  drogues,  mercerie, 
quincaillerie,  &.C.,  a  meilleur  conipte  que  vous  ne  les  tiriez 
d'Angkterre,  parceque  la  France  produii  d'avantage,  et  que 
la  main  d'oeuvre  y  est  nioins  cliere. 

J'ai  actuellement  un  honiine  intelligent  et  plein  d'ardeur 
qui  parcourt  toutes  les  manufactures  d'aiguilles  el  d'epingles 
de  Normandie,  he,  pour  se  mettre  en  etat  d'en  etablir 
bientot  une  en  Fensylvauic,  ou  moyennant  les  encourage- 
mens  que  je  lui  ai  fait  esperer,  il  compte  se  rendre  tres  utile 
aux  Amerkains,  et  se  fonder  lui  memo  une  tres  bonne 
maison.  11  paroit  par  vos  instructions  que  I'objet  dont  vous 
avez  le  besoin  le  plus  urgent,  aprcs  les  munitions  de  guerre  ce 
sont  les  aiguilles  et  les  epingles. 

M.  Penet  paroit  un  homme  fidele,  actif,  intelligent  et  tres 
connoisseur  en  armes  de  toutes  especes  ;  mais  j'ai  cru  en- 
trevoir  que  votre  comite  ne  le  connoissant  pas  assez  pour 
lui  confier  de  gros  fonds  pecuniaires,  n'avoit  voulu  s'engager 
qua  lui  rembourser  arnplement  ses  avances,  et  qu'il  n'est 
pas  en  etat  d'en  faire  de  bien  considerables,  quelque  bonne 
volonte  qu'il  ait.  Voila  ce  qui  ralentit  toutes  les  operations, 
que  Ton  auroit  pu  accelerer  beaucoup  si  vous  aviez  en  quel- 
qu'un  icy  duement  autorise  a  faire  des  marches,  et  a  pren- 
dre pour  leur  execution  des  engagemens  au  nom  des  Treize 
Colonies  pour  les  payemens  aux  termes  dont  on  pourroit 
convenir  a  I'aimable. 

J'ai  appris  par  nos  Ministres  que  vous  aviez  donne  desor- 
dres  a  Liege  pour  y  faire  fondre  du  canon  de  campagne. 
Si  nous  avions  en  commission  pour  cela  icy,  nous  aurions 
pu  vous  en  faire  fondre  de  meilleurs  que  les  Liegeois,  et 
aurions  de  plus  de  facilites  pour  vous  les  faire  passer. 

D'ailleurs  j'ai  en  sous  les  yeux  tout  recemment  I'etat  du 
canon  de  tons  les  arsenaux  de  France,  ou  Ton  m'a  fait  voir 
qu'il  y  en  a  par  surabondance  de  differens  calibres  ;  et  notam- 
ment  que  sur  douze  cent  pieces  de  quatre  livres,  il  n'y  en  a 
queres  que  cinq  cent  pieces  d'employees,  et  environ  sept 
cent  pieces  sans  destination  precise ;  moyennant  quoi  il  ne 
nous  seroit  peutelre  pas  fort  difficile. d'en  emprunter  tacite- 
ment  deux  ou  trois  cent,  a  charge  de  remplacement,  et  ces 
pieces  de  quatre  livres  sont  justement  celles  dont  on  tire  le 
meilleur  service  en  campagne,  oii  elles  marchent  a  la  tete 
des  regimens.  Si  vous  goutez  cette  idee,  ayezla  bontede 
nous  envoyer  des  pouvoirs  en  bonne  forme,  et  d'y  joindre, 
pour  assurance  des  remplacemens,  soit  de  I'argent,  soit  des 
marchandises,  soit  des  lettres  de  change,  soit  des  papiers- 
monnoye  du  Congres. 

Si  je  pou  vols  seulement  repondre  affirmativement  de  quel- 
quune  de  ces  choses  pour  une  epoque  fixe,  on  ne  vous  lais- 
seroit  manquer  de  rien.  Denues  de  tout  a  cet  egard,  nous 
sommes  obliges  de  nous  reduire  a  vous  faire  passer  peu  a 

peltries,  indigo,  whalebone,  and  spermaceti,  and  in  general  all  wares  and 
productions  of  your  climate.  And  we  can  flatter  ourselves  with  pro- 
ducing for  you  a  greater  advantage  than  you  have  ever  made.  I  am  still 
more  sure  of  being  able  to  procure  for  you  in  returns  all  the  Kuropeaii 
merchandise  which  you  want,  as  wine,  oil,  cloths,  linens,  drugs,  mercury, 
and  hardware,  on  better  terms  than  you  have  them  from  England,  be- 
cause France  produces  more,  and  lal)Our  is  cheaper.  I  have  already  an 
intelligent  and  vigorous  agent,  who  goes  through  all  the  manufactories  of 
needles  and  pins  in  J^Tormandv,  &c.,  to  put  himself  soon  in  a  condition 
of  establishing  one  in  Peniisylvania,  to  which  place,  upon  the  encourage- 
ment which  I  have  led  him  to  hope  for,  he  intends  to  proceed  and  render 
himself  useful  to  the  Americans,  and  to  build  for  himself  a  good  house. 
It  appears  from  the  instructions  that,  next  to  military  stores,  your  most 
pressing  wants  are  for  needles  and  pins. 

Mr.  Penet  appears  a  faithful,  active,  intelligent  man,  and  very  much 
the  connoisseur  in  arms  of  every  kind ;  but  I  have  been  led  to  think  that 
your  Committee,  not  knowing  him  sufliciently  to  trust  him  with  large 
pecuniary  funds,  would  only  engage  themselves  to  repay  amply  his  ad- 
vances ;  and  he  is  not  in  a  condition  to  do  great  things  in  that  way,  how- 
ever good  his  disposition  is  therefor.  This  is  what  retards  all  the  opera- 
tions, which  might  have  been  much  accelerated  if  you  had  somebody 
here  duly  authorized  to  make  bargains,  and  to  pass  engagements  for  their 
execution  in  the  name  of  the  'I'hirteen  United  Colonies,  on  terms  which 
would  be  readily  owned  agreeable. 

I  have  learned  from  our  Ministers  that  you  have  given  orders  at 
l.iege  for  having  field  pieces  cast  there.  If  we  had  received  commission 
for  them  here,  we  could  have  had  belter  cast  here  than  at  Liege,  and 
could  have  sent  them  to  you  with  more  ease. 

Further,  I  have  lately  had  under  my  eye  the  state  of  the  cannon  in  all 
the  arsenals  of  France,  where  I  have  been  convinced  that  there  is  a  super- 
abundance of  all  bores,  and  particularly  that  of  twelve  hundred  pieces  of 
four-pound ;  there  are  scarcely  five  hundred  in  actual  employ,  and  about 
seven  hundred  pieces  without  any  precise  destination.  Thus,  perhaps,  it 
may  not  be  very  difHcult  for  us  to  borrow,  secretly,  two  or  three  hundred, 
on  condition  of  replacing  them;  and  these  pieces  of  four-pound  aie  ex- 
actly those  from  which  the  greater  advantage  may  be  had  in  the  field, 
where  they  go  at  the  head  of  regiments.  If  you  adopt  this  idea,  be  so 
kind  as  to  send  us  powers  in  due  form  ;  and  to  add  an  assurance  of  re- 


ppu,  par  les  vaisseaux  qui  viendront  successivement  de  votre 
part  pour  en  faire  les  cliargemens,  des  fusils,  de  la  poudre, 
du  plomb,  des  pierres  a  fusils,  du  salpetre,  et  quelques  offi- 
ciers  subalternes  d'artillerie  ou  chefs  d'ouvriers,  foudeurs, 
ariiiouriers,  &:c. 

Ce  29'  Juin. — M.  D'Hangest  I'aine  etoit  venu  expres 
de  la  fere  en  cette  ville  pour  conferer  avec  moi  sur  les  moy- 
ens  et  les  conditions  de  son  passage  en  Amerique ;  mais 
apres  avoir  consulte  un  ami  commun,  tous  les  deux  ensem- 
ble el  chacim  separement,  nous  avons  reconnu  qu'il  y  avoit 
micux  a  faire  pour  lui  et  pour  nous,  moyennant  quoi  il  est 
retourne  a  son  poste. 

Reste  a  deliberer  entre  deux  hoinmes  tels  que  je  doute 
qu'on  puisse  leur  trouver  un  troisieme  en  Europe  dans  ce 
genre  I'un  est  M.  Dm  Coudray  dont  je  vous  ai  deja  parle 
cy  dessus,  et  pour  qui  mon  estime  n'a  fait  que  s'accroitre ; 
I'autre  est  le  fameux  Chevalier  De  Tot,  arrive  avant  hier  de 
Constantinople,  ou  suivant  le  rapport  de  toutes  les  gazettes, 
il  a  dirige  rartiilerie  des  Turcs  beaucoup  mieux  qu'on  ne 
pouvoit  I'esperer,  etabli  des  fonderies  de  canons,  dresse  des 
batteries,  construit  des  forlificalions,  et  specialement  au  detroit 
des  Dardanelles  qu'il  a  mis  a  I'abri  de  I'invasion  des  Russes, 
lout  puissans  alors  dans  la  Mediterraiiec.  Les  gens  de  I'art 
n'en  pensent  pas  tout  a  fait  si  avantageusement,  et  le  regar- 
dent  comme  excellent  peut  etre  en  Turchie,  el  mediocre 
ailleurs ;  cependant  je  ne  croirois  point  vous  faire  un  mauvais 
present  en  vous  I'envoyant.  Au  reste  je  menagerai  vos  inte- 
rels  autant  qu'il  me  sera  possible,  mais  vous  concevez  bien 
que  tant  I'un  que  I'autre  de  ces  deux  hommes  la  voudronl  se 
faire  acheler  le  plus  cher  qu'ils  pourront.  M.  Le  Cheva- 
lier De  Tot  se  vantera  d'avoir  fait  ses  preuves  avec  le  plus 
grand  eclat.  M.  Du  Coudray,  par  son  credit  aupres  du  Ali- 
nistre  de  la  Guerre,  etant  en  etat  de  vous  rendre  de  plus 
grands  services  que  persone,  ne  manque  pas  de  faire  valoir 
beaucoup  cette  consideration.  Je  le  vols  souvent  depuis 
quelque  terns,  pour  concerter  ensemble  les  moyens  d'obtenir 
un  empmnt  de  quelques  cenlaines  de  bouches  a  feu  et  nous 
ne  sommes  pas  sans  esjierances  d'y  reussir. 

J'avois  cherche  a  m'etayer  pour  cet  effel  de  la  protec- 
tion du  Comte  d'Aranda,  cy-devant  Minislre  d'Espagne,  et 
actuellement  Ambassadeur  icy;  il  m'a  marque  beaucoup  de 
bienveillance ;  mais  des  considerations  importantes  ne  lui  per- 
mittenl  pas  de  se  compromettre  vis-a-vis  du  Minislre  Fran- 
cois. Quoique  M.  Fenet  m'ait  autorise  positivement  de 
vive  voix  el  par  ecrit  a  exercer  pour  lui,  et  comme  lui 
meme,  les  pouvoirs  qu'il  a  rep  us  de  voire  Comite  Secret, 
je  n'aurai  point  I'esprit  entieremenl  tranquille  qu'il  ne  m'ail 
fait  parvenir  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait  I'honneur  de 
m'ecrire  de  voire  main.  Dans  cette  perplexite,  j'ai  con- 
yu  I'idee  delier  au  moins  une  correspondance  avec  M.  Ar- 

placing  them,  either  by  silver,  or  merchandise,  or  bills  of  exchange,  or 
paper  money  of  the  Congress.  ' 

If  I  could  only  answer  affirmatively  upon  any  one  of  those  heads  for  a 
fixed  term,  you  should  be  left  to  want  nothing.  Stripped  of  every  means 
of  that  kind,  we  are  obliged  to  reduce  ourselves  to  send  you  only  a  little 
at  a  time,  by  vessels  which  shall  arrive  from  your  ports  to  take  loadings 
in  muskets,  powder,  lead,  flints,  saltpetre,  and  some  subatti^rn  officers  of 
Artillery,  chief  workmen,  founders,  armourers,  &c. 

June  29. — Mr.  D'Hangest,  the  elder,  had  come  from  Im  Fere  to  this 
city, on  purpose  to  confer  with  me  upon  the  means  and  conditions  of  his 
passage  to  America ;  but  after  having  consulted  a  common  friend,  in 
company  and  separately,  we  found  that  better  could  be  done  for  him  and 
for  us;  therefore  he  returned  to  his  employment. 

It  remains  to  be  deliberated  between  two  men,  and  such  as  I  doubt 
whether  a  third  like  them  can  be  found  in  Europe  of  their  profession  : 
one  is  the  Mr.  Du  Coudray,  of  whom  I  have  before  spoken  to  you  in  this 
letter,  and  for  whom  my  esteem  does  but  increase ;  the  other  is  the  famous 
Chevalier  De  Tot,  who,  the  day  before  yesterday,  arrived  from  Constan- 
tinople, where,  by  the  report  of  all  the  Gazettes,  he  has  conducted  the 
artillery  of  the  Turks  much  better  than  could  have  been  hoped  ;  esta- 
blished founderies  for  cannon ;  erected  batteries,  and  constructed  fortifica- 
tions, especially  at  the  straits  of  the  i)ar(/a«e//M,  which  he  has  rendered 
secure  against  the  invasion  of  the  Russians,  very  powerful  then  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Artists  do  not  think  altogether  so  advantageously  of 
him ;  and  they  regard  him  as  excellent  perhaps  in  Turkey,  but  indifferent 
elsewhere.  However,  I  should  not  think  I  made  you  a  bad  jjresent  in 
sending  him. 

In  what  remains,  I  shall  manage  your  interests  the  best  in  my  power ; 
but  you  easily  conceive  that  one  as  well  as  the  other  of  these  two  men 
would  be  purchased  as  high  as  they  could. 

The  Chevalier  De  Tot  boasts  of  having  exhibited  himself  with  the 
greatest  eclat.  Mr.  Du  Coudray,  by  his  credit  with  the  Minister  in  the 
War  Department,  being  in  the  way  of  rendering  you  greater  services 
than  any  one  else,  does  not  fail  to  set  value  upon  that  circumstance.  I 
have  seen  him  often  lately  to  concert  how  we  may  get  the  loan  of  some 
hundreds  of  field-pieces,  (or  cannon  or  howitzers,)  and  we  are  not  without 
hopes  of  succeeding  therein.  I  strove  to  avail  myself,  for  that  purpose,  of 
the  protection  of  the  Count  D'Aranda,  formerly  Minister  o(  Spain,  and 
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thur  Lee,  votre  depuu  .  ■^"1:.?,  dont  je  pourrai  avoir  tres 
souvent  des  nouvelles.  ^Z  etant  point  comrne  de  lui,  j'ai 
en  recours  a  M.  Le  Coi.,pte  de  Lauraguais  avec  qui  il  est 
en  liaison,  pour  lui  faire  passer  ma  premiere  lettre. 

Je  viens  d'en  recevoir  une  de  Mons.  Penet,  il  s'agit  de 
procurer  a  la  Colonic  de  Virginie,  douze  pieces  de  canon 
de  six  ;  ce  calibre  n'est  pas  comniun  icy  ;  cependant  nous 
tacherons  d'en  trouver. 

II  n'est  pas  terns  encore  de  vous  parler  d'un  fusil  d'une 
nouvelle  construction,  beaucoup  plus  simple,  et  qu'on  espere 
qui  n'en  sera  que  plus  solide ;  il  y  aura  en  meme  tcms  de 
I'epargne  sur  le  prix  I'inventeur,  nomme  Reynard,  m'en  fai- 
soit  attendre  le  modele  de  jour  en  jour  depuis  plus  d'un 
mois ;  il  m'annonce  enfin  qu'il  est  termine  et  I'epreuve  en 
sera  faite  la  semaine  prochaine  avec  I'exactitude  la  plus 
scrupuleuse  sous  les  yeux  de  Mons.  De  Gribauval  qui  vent 
bien  s'y  preter,  et  qui  en  cas  de  reussite,  sera  enchante  que 
le  premier  employ  en  soit  consacre  a  la  cause  de  la  liberie, 
de  la  justice,  et  de  I'humanit^,  et  que  I'on  ne  commence  a 
en  faire  pour  le  service  des  armees  Francoises  que  quand 
les  votres  en  seront  abandamment  pourvues. 

1"'  JuiUet. — Je  n'ai  point  encore  ref  u  le  paquet  tant  de- 
sire de  Roterdam,  et  il  faut  clore  aujourd'huy  cette  lettre 
que  je  vais  remettre  a  Mons.  De  Boisbertrand  qui  passera 
demain  en  poste  pour  aller  s'embarquer  a  Nantes.  Dieu 
veceille  qu'il  puisse  vous  la  remeltre  bientot.  Soyez  per- 
suade que  je  ne  la  lui  ai  confiee  qu'apres  m'etre  assure  par 
de  bons  garants  de  sa  fidelite,  de  son  courage  et  de  sa  sa- 
gesse.  II  m'a  donne  sa  parole  d'honneur  c[u'an  moins  ne 
tombera  t'elle  pas  entre  les  mains  de  vos  ennemis,  telle 
chose  qui  puisse  lui  arriver  a  lui  meme.  II  m'en  auroit  fait 
serment  si  je  faisois  cas  des  sermens,  mais  je  ne  les  ai  ja- 
mais regard6s  que  comme  la  derniere  ressource  des  men- 
teurs  ;  sans  cela  je  jurerois  icy  entre  vos  mains  un  hommage 
lige  et  une  fidelite  inviolable  a  I'auguste  Congres  de  la  plus 
respectable  Republique  qui  ait  jamais  existe ;  mais  men  at- 
tachement  pour  vous  repond  assez  de  mon  devouement  pour, 
elle  puisse  t'elle  conserver  longtems  un  sujet  tel  que  vous, 
et  en  reproduire  de  semblables  de  generation  en  generation, 
et  puissent  mes  services  lui  etre  agreeables  en  sous  ordres  des 
votres.  Je  mourrois  content  si  je  pouvois  voir  ma  patrie  et 
la  votre  intimement  unies,  et  si  j'avois  pu  y  contribuer  je 
serois  au  comble  de  mes  voeux. 

Je  suis  avec  la  plus  parfaite  estime  et  la  plus  tendre  af- 
fection, Monsieur  et  cher  ami,  votre  tres  humble  et  tres 
obeissant  serviteur,  Barbue  Dubourg. 

Comme  il  est  fort  douteux  que  ces  depeches  puissent  par- 
venir  jusqu'a  vous,  tandis  que  la  mer  est  herissee  de  vais- 
seaux  Anglois,  j'en  fait  faire  deux  autres  copies  que  je  fe- 
ral partir  chacune  par  un  navire  different,  afin  qu'il  puisse 
vous  en  arriver  au  moins  une  des  trois. 

Enfin  je  joins  icy  un  modele  d'alphabet  en  chiffres  pour 

now  Ambassador  here.  He  showed  me  much  kindness,  but  important 
considerations  do  not  permit  him  to  risk  a  dispute  with  the  French  Minis- 
try. Though  Mr.  Penet  hath  positively  authorized  me,  by  word  of  mouth 
and  by  writing,  to  exercise  for  him  and  as  himself  the  powers  which  he 
has  received  from  your  Secret  Committee,  my  mind  is  not  altogether  easy 
at  his  not  having  delivered  to  me  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour 
to  write  with  your  own  hand.  In  this  perplexity,  I  have  conceived  the 
idea  of  forming  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Arthuv  hee,  your  Deputy  at 
l^ondon,  from  whom  I  might  liave  frequent  intelligence.  Not  being 
known  to  him,  I  have  had  recourse  to  tlie  Count  Ae  Lauraguais,  with 
whom  he  is  in  connection,  to  get  him  to  send  my  first  letter.  I  have  just 
received  one  from  Mr.  J'enet ;  he  is  aiming  to  procure  for  the  Colony  of 
Virginia  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  six-pounders ;  that  bore  is  not  com- 
mon here;  however,  we  will  strive  to  find  them. 

The  time  is  not  yet  come  to  speak  to  you  of  a  musket  of  new  construc- 
tion, more  simple,  and,  it  is  hoped,  not  less  solid ;  there  will  also  be  a 
saving  in  the  price.  The  inventor  (named  Iteynard)  led  me  to  expect 
the  model  day  by  day  more  than  a  month ;  he  tells  me  at  length  that  it  is 
finished,  and  the  proof  of  it  will  be  made  next  week,  with  the  most  scru- 
pulous exactness,  under  the  eye  of  Mr.  De  Gribauval,  who  is  pleased  to 
attend  it,  and  who,  in  case  of  success,  will  be  charmed  that  the  first 
employ  of  it  should  be  consecrated  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  of  justice,  and 
of  humanity,  and  that  they  should  not  be  made  use  of  for  the  service  of 
the  French  armies  till  after  yours  shall  be  abundantly  provided  with 
them. 

Julif  1st. — I  have  not  yet  received  the  much-desired  packet  from  Hot- 
terdam ;  and  I  must  this  day  close  this  letter,  which  I  shall  send  by 
Mr.  J)e  Bois  Bertrand,  and  who  goes  post-haste  to-morrow  to  embark 
at  J't'imtes.    God  grant  that  he  may  soon  deliver  it  to  you. 

Bo  assured  that  I  have  not  trusted  it  to  him  till  after  being  convinced, 
by  good  warrants,  of  his  fidelity,  his  courage,  and  his  wisdom.  He  has 
given  me  his  word  of  honour  that  at  least  it  shall  not  fall  into  the  enemy's 
hands,  though  such  a  chance  should  happen  to  himself.  He  would 
have  given  mc  his  oath  for  it,  if  I  laid  stress  upon  oaths ;  but  I  have 


nous  servir  par  la  suite  de  part  et  d'autre,  si  vous  le  jugez 
a  propos.  Chaque  lettre  principale  y  est  representee  par  plu- 
sieurs  chiffres  differens,  dont  on  employera  tantot  I'un  et 
tantot  I'autre  pour  mettre  les  curieux  en  defaut.  Les  mots 
seront  distingues  par  I'interposition  d'un  caractere  grec 
sans  consequence  ;  deux  de  ces  caracteres  auront  la  valeur 
d'une  virgule,  et  trois  vaudront  un  point.  II  faudra  effacer 
tons  ces  caracters  grecs  pour  lire  la  lettre  sans  peine  en 
confusion  faisons  en  immediatement  I'essay : 

3,  2,  Q,  19,  5,  23,  16,  12  y.,  44,  53,  J,  10,  51,  4.  61,  9 
36,  17,  6,  24,  71,  1,  a,  42,  28,  37,  33,  ^,  82,  54,  11,  9, 
8,  47,  59,  88,  13,  69,  |,,  31,  92,  ■=t,  72,  34,  56,  73,  <r,  6, 
94,  4,  20,  (p,  40,  100,  68,  48,  ^^. 

Pour  dechiffrer  cela,  effacez  les  caracteres   grecs : 

3,  2,  !,  19,5,23,16,12,11,44,53,1,  10,51,4,61,], 

m,    a,  f,      e,     m,      m,      e,  e,        t,  d,        e,     u,     x, 

36,  17,  6,  24,  71,  1  1  ,  42,  28,  37,  33,  | ,  82,  54,  11,  9, 

8,'  47,  59,  88,  13,  69,  j  \  ,31,  92,'| ,  72,  34,  56,  73,  1 ,  6, 
94,  4,  20,  1 ,  40,  100,  68,  48,  1    . 

Cherchez  maintenant  les  leltres  correspondantes  a  chacun 
de  ces  chiffres  dans  I'alphabet  cy  joint. 

2"  Juillet. — M.  De  Boisbertrand  emmene  avec  lui  a  ses 
propres  depens,  deux  has  ofRciers  d'une  bravoure  a  toute 
epreuve,  et  d'une  conduite  irreprochable,  dont  ou  pent  faire 
de  tres  bons  officiers,  si  Ton  en  a  occasion  comme  il  est  a 
presumer.  Quant  a  lui  je  lui  ai  fait  esperer  le  grade  de 
Colonel,  dans  la  persuasion  ou  je  suis  qu'il  pent  bien  le  rem- 
pler  a  la  satisfaction  de  vos  generaux ;  je  me  suis  cependant 
bien  garde  de  lui  en  donner  de  parole  positive ;  mais  je  dois 
vous  faire  observer  que  c'est  un  usage  constant  d'avancer  au 
moins  d'un  grade  tout  ofBcier  que  I'on  fait  passer  d'icy  dans 
les  Indes.  Pour  ce  qui  concerne  tant  M .  Du  Coudray  que  M. 
le  ChevaUer  De  Tot  comme  il  auroit  fallu  prendre  beaucoup 
trop  sur  moi  pour  faire  partir  I'un  ou  I'autre  immediatement, 
je  me  crois  oblige  d'attendre  vos  ordres  a  cet  egard. 

P.  S.  Je  rouvris  rna  lettre  pour  vous  dire  que  depuis  une 
heure,  j'ai  appris  des  choses  qui  me  feroient  un  peu  rabat- 
tre  de  I'idee  que  j'ai  pu  vous  donner  de  M.  De  Montieux. 

Adieu,  portez  vous  bien,  prosperez,  vous  et  les  votres  et 
soyez  sur  que  persone  au  monde  ne  vous  est  plus  devoue. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   THEIR  DELEGATES    IN 

CONGRESS. 
[No.  20.]  Annapolis,  June  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  received  a  letter  yesterday  at  one 
o'clock  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  enclosing 
resolves  of  Congress  relative  to  our  Militia,  in  consequence 
of  which,  as  our  powers  are  not  adequate  to  the  matters  re- 
quested from  this  Province,  we  have  resolved  thiat  a  Con- 
vention be  held  at  Annapolis,  on  Thursday,  the  20th  inst.; 

never  regarded  them  otherwise  than  as  the  last  resource  of  liars.  Was  it 
not  for  that,  I  would  swear,  in  this  within  your  hands,  a  full  homage  and 
an  inviolable  fidelity  to  the  august  Congress  of  the  most  respectable 
Republick  which  has  ever  existed.  But  my  attachment  to  you  answers 
sufficiently  for  my  devotedness  to  that.  May  it  long  enjoy  a  subject  such 
as  you,  and  produce  likenesses  of  you  from  generation  to  generation! 
And  may  my  services  be  agreeable  to  it  in  an  under  rank  to  yours.  I 
would  die  contented  could  I  see  my  country  and  yours  intimately  united ; 
and  could  I  contribute  towards  it,  I  should  be  at  the  summit  of  my 
wishes. 

I  am,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem,  and  most  tender  affection,  sir  and 
dear  friend,  your  very  humble,  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Barbue  Dubocro. 

As  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  these  despatches  will  reach  as  far  as 
you,  since  the  sea  is  porcupined  with  English  cruisers,  I  have  ordered 
two  other  copies,  which  I  shall  send  by  two  ditferent  ships,  so  that  one 
of  the  three  at  least  may  arrive  safely  to  you. 

July  2d. — Mr.  De  Bois  Bertrand  takes  with  him,  at  his  own  charge, 
two  subalterns,  of  thorough  bravery  and  irreproachable  conduct,  of 
whom  may  be  made  very  good  officers,  if  they  shall  be  wanted,  as  is  to 
be  presumed.  As  to  him,  I  have  led  him  to  expect  the  rank  of  Colonel, 
from  the  persuasion  I  have  that  he  would  fill  it  well,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
your  Generals.  I  have,  nevertheless,  been  upon  guard  with  him  as  to 
giving  absolute  word ;  but  I  must  observe  to  you  that  it  is  the  constant 
usage  hero  to  advance  one  rank  every  officer  who  is  sent  over  to  the 
Indies. 

As  to  what  regards  Mr.  Du  Coudray  and  Mr.  De  Tot,  as  I  must  have 
taken  far  too  much  upon  me  to  make  either  one  or  the  other  to  proceed 
immediately,  1  thought  myself  obliged  to  wait  your  orders  on  that  head. 

P.  S.  I  open  my  letter  to  tell  you  that  within  an  hour  I  have  learned 
gome  things  which  make  me  abate  the  idea  which  I  gave  you  of  Mr. 
Montienx.  Adieu,  fare  you  well,  be  prosperous,  you  and  yours,  and 
know  that  not  one  in  the  world  is  more  devoted  to  you. 
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at  which  time  we  shall  be  glad  to  see  as  many  of  you  as 
can  be  spared  from  Congress. 

We  request  you  will  make  the  inquiry  directed  by  the  en- 
closed resolve  of  our  late  Convention,  and  transmit  us  an 
account  of  the  standard  proof  of  cannon  as  early  as  jws- 
able.     Our  guns  are  nine  and  eighleen-pounders. 

We  are,  &ic. 

To  the  Deputies  for  Maryland  in  Congress. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  PKESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[No.  21.]  Annapolis,  June  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  favour  of  the  4th  instant,  enclosing  resolves  of 
the  honourable  Congress,  we  received  to-day  at  one  o'clock. 

Our  authority  not  being  competent  to  order  the  marcliing 
of  our  Militia  out  of  the  Province,  we  have  called  a  meet- 
ing of  our  Convention,  to  be  held  at  the  City  of  Annapolis, 
on  the  '20th  of  this  month,  at  which  time  we  shall  lay  your 
letter,  with  the  resolves,  before  them. 

We  are  sorry  for  the  reverse  our  affairs  have  lately  met 
with  in  Canada ;  but  trusting  in  the  justice  of  our  cause, 
and  the  active  spirit  of  our  countrymen,  we  hope  matters 
will  soon  wear  a  different  aspect  in  tiiat  quarter. 

Be  assured,  sir,  of  our  utmost  exertions  at  this  critical  cri- 
sis to  prevent  the  impending  calamities  which  threaten  this 
Continent,  and  that  the  Province  of  Maryland  will  con- 
tinue to  act  with  firmness  in  the  common  cause,  until  peace 
may  be  happily  restored.     We  are,  &.c. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of 
the  Congress. 


MRS.    CONNOLLY    TO    TU»-.   fRBSlDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

June  10,  1776. 

Sir:  As  I  expected  from  the  nature  of  your  letter  to  me 
that  before  now  I  should  have  been  iiermitted  to  return 
home,  I  patiently  waited  your  further  orders ;  but  finding 
no  appearance  answerable  to  my  expectation,  and  uncon- 
scious of  having  done  anything  to  merit  a  detention  here 
from  an  only  child,  at  an  expense  very  enormous,  1  must 
request  the  liberty  of  returning  on  next  Monday.  1  am 
ready  to  submit  to  any  examination,  or  to  come  under  any 
restriction  you  may  judge  necessary  ;  but  if  I  do  not  hear 
from  you  before  that  time,  I  shall  conclude  that  I  have  your 
permission,  and  depart  accordingly. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SuKEY  Connolly. 


SECRET    COMMITTEE   TO    WILLIAM   BINGHAM. 

Philadelphia,  June  10,  1776. 

Sir:  We  are  sorry  for  your  disappointment  of  the  sloop 
Hornet ;  but  in  consequence  thereof  we  have  procured  an 
order  to  despatch  the  ship  Reprisal,  Captain  Lambert 
Wickes ;  and  herewith  we  send  you  the  letters  and  orders 
for  Captain  Wickes  and  Captain  Hallock,  which  they  will 
comply  with  ;  and  you  will  consequently  take  your  passage 
{or  Martinico,  on  board  the  Reprisal,  Captain  fVickes;  and 
hoping  for  a  speedy  and  safe  passage,  and  for  a  successful 
issue  to  the  business  you  are  charged  with,  we  remain,  sir, 
your  humble  servants,  Benjamin  Harrison, 

John  Dickinson, 
Robert  Morris. 
To  William  Bingham,  B^q. 


SECRET    committee    TO    CAPTAIN    WICKES. 

Philadelphia,  June  10,  1776. 
Sir:  We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th,  and  ap- 
prove your  proceedings  as  therein  represented  ;  and  as  you 
seem  very  desirous  to  n)ake  a  cruise,  we  have  this  day  agreed 
to  give  up  the  direction  of  the  ship  Reprisal  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  Congress,  styled  the  Committee  of  Secret  Correspon- 
dence. The  members  are  Benjamin  Harrison,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  John  Jay,  John  Dickinson,  Thomas  Johnston,  and 
Robert  Morris,  Esqs. ;  any  three  of  them  are  a  quorum. 

This  Committee  are  directed  to  despatch  one  of  our  cruis- 
ers to  the  West-Indies ;  and  we  understand  they  have  already 
given  the  needful  orders  to  Captain  William  Hallock,  of  the 
sloop  Hornet,  from  whom  we  have  just  received  advice  that 
said  sloop  is  leaky  and  unfit  to  proceed  on  that  voyage  ;  for 
this  reason  your  ship  is  assigned  for  that  service,  and  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  receive  from  Captain  Hallock  the 
etters  and  orders  of  said  Committee.  Consider  them  as 
directed  to  yourself,  and  obey  them  in  every  particular.  We 
hope  this  voyage  will  afford  you  an  opportunity  of  rendering 
essential  service  to  your  country,  and  that  you  will  bring 
us  back  a  parcel  of  fine  seamen,  and  a  number  of  good 
prizes. 

A  supply  of  stores  will  be  sent  you  by  the  Wasp;  and 
we  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

John  Hancock,  Joseph  Hewes, 

Richard  Henry  Lee,     George  Read, 
Stephen  Hopkins,  William  Whipple. 

Jonathan  Sergeant, 
To  Captain  Lambert  Wickes, 


Philadelphia,  June  10,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  First  and  Second  Battalions*  of  this 
City,  present  one  thousand  men,  the  following  questions 
were  proposed  and  carried,  with  only  twenty-four  dissenti- 
ents in  the  First,  and  two  in  the  Second  Battalion,  viz  : 

"Whether  they  will  support  the  Resolves  of  Congress  of 
the  15th  ultimo,  and  the  Proceedings  of  the  publick  meet- 
ing held  the  20th  following,  in  consequence  thereof? 

"  Is  it  the  determined  resolution  of  this  Corps  to  support 
the  proceedings  of  the  publick  meeting  aforesaid,  at  all  ha- 
zards ?" 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Associators  of  the  Fourth  Battalion 
of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  usual  place 
of  parade,  in  consequence  of  notice  given  to  them  on  the 
6th  instant  that  their  sense  respecting  a  new  Government 
of  this  Province,  and  the  mode  proposed  for  obtaining  it, 
&c.,  would  this  day  be  freely  taken. 

Present :  The  Officers  and  Privates  of  nine  Companies. 

The  Colonel,  Thomas  McKean,  informed  them  that  since 
he  had  proposed  this  meeting  for  the  above,  among  other 
purposes,  he  had  been  waited  upon  with  the  following  Re- 
solution of  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the  five  Batta- 
lions : 

"  In  Committee  of  Privates,  June  6,  1776. 

"  Moved,  and  unanimously  agreed  to.  That  an  application 
be  made  to  the  Officers  of  the  several  Battalions  to  take 
the  sense  of  each  Battalion,  whether  they  will  support  the 
Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  15th  ultimo,  and  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  publick  meeting  held  the  20th  following,  in  con- 
sequence thereof? 

"  A  true  copy :  James  Cannon,  Clerk." 

He  said  that  he  was  happy  to  find  that  his  own  idea  of 
the  propriety  of  this  measure  was  supported  by  so  respect- 
able a  body  as  the  Committee  of  Privates. 

The  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  15th  ultimo,  was  then 
read,  and  the  Proceedings  of  the  publick  meeting  in  the 
State-House  yard  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month.  And 
thereupon  the  questions  were  severally  put : 

Is  it  the  determined  resolution  of  this  Corps  to  support 
the  said  Resolve  of  Congress  with  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes ? 

Carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 

Is  it  the  determined  resolution  of  this  Corps  to  support 
the  Proceedings  of  the  publick  meeting  aforesaid,  at  all 
hazards  ? 

Carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 

After  which  the  Colonel  proposed  another  question  to 
them,  viz : 

Whether  they  wished  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  to 
be  a  free  and  independent  State,  and  united  with  the  other 
twelve  Colonies  represented  in  Congress  ? 

Carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 

No  arguments  or  persuasions  were  urged  for  or  against 
the  above  propositions,  and  all  present,  amounting  to  up- 

•Thc  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Third  Battalion  refusing  to  put  the 
question,  gave  great  umbrage  to  the  men,  one  of  whom  replied  to  him  in 
a  genteel  spirited  manner :  "  How  our  Delegates  in  Congress  may  act  we 
know  not,  though  we  have  a  right  to  know,  and  intend  to  promote  an 
inquiry  for  that  purpose.  The  Counties,  such  as  we  have  heard  from, 
arc  for  a  Convention.  The  Committee  of  Jiiichs  County  have  appointed 
Deputies  to  the  Conference  to  be  held  in  this  city  on  the  18th  instant." 
Take  heed,  Tories,  you  are  at  your  last  gasp !  You  have  bad  many 
warnings,  and  many  kind  invitatious  ! 
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wards  of  four  hundred,  showed  their  hearty  approbation  of 
the  whole  transaction  by  three  huzzas. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Battalion : 

Thomas  McKean,  Colonel. 

At  a  meetingiof  the  Associators  of  the  Fifth  Battalion  of 
the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philmhlphia,  on  the  usual  place 
of  parade,  in  consequence  of  norlce  given  to  them  on  the 
6tli  instant  that  their  sense  respecting  a  new  Government  of 
this  Province,  and  the  mode  proposed  for  obtaining  it,  &c., 
would  this  day  be  freely  taken. 

The  Colonel,  Timothy  Matlack,  informed  them  that  since 
he  had  proposed  this  meeting  for  the  above,  among  other 
purposes,  he  had  been  waited  upon  with  the  following  Re- 
solution of  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the  five  Batta- 
lions : 

"  In  Committee  of  Privates,  June  6,  1776. 

"Moved,  and  unanimously  agreed  to,  That  an  application 
be  made  to  the  Officers  of  the  several  Battalions  to  take 
the  sense  of  each  Battalion,  whether  they  will  support  the 
Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  loth  ultimo,  and  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  publick  meeting  held  the  20th  following,  in  con- 
sequence thereof. 

"  A  true  copy :  James  Cannon,   Cleric." 

He  said  he  was  happy  to  find  that  his  own  idea  of  the 
propriety  of  this  measure  was  supported  by  so  respectable 
a  body  as  the  Committee  of  Privates. 

The  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  1 5th  ultimo,  was  then 
read,  and  the  Proceedings  of  the  publick  meeting  in  the 
State-House  yard  on  the  20th  of  the  same  month.  And 
thereupon  the  questions  were  severally  put: 

Is  it  the  determined  resolution  of  this  Corps  to  support 
the  said  Resolve  of  Congress  with  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes ? 

Carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 

Is  it  the  determined  resolution  of  this  Corps  to  support 
the  Proceedings  of  the  publick  meeting  aforesaid,  at  all 
hazards  ? 

Carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 

After  which  the  Colonel  proposed  another  question  to 
them,  viz; 

Whether  they  wished  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  to 
be  a  free  and  independent  State,  and  united  with  the  other 
twelve  Colonies  represented  in  Congress? 

Carried  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 

No  arguments  or  persuasions  were  urged  for  or  against 
the  above  propositions,  and  all  present  showed  their  hearty 
approbation  of  the  whole  transaction  by  three  huzzas. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Battalion  : 

Timothy  Matlack,  Colonel. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Associators  of  the  Firet  Battalion  of 
Chester  County,  on  the  lOth  of  this  instant.  Colonel  Moore 
in  the  Chair,  the  following  Resolutions  were  unanimously 
agreed  upon,  viz : 

That  whereas  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
have  asserted  their  right  to  bind  the  Colonies  in  all  cases 
whatsoever,  and,  by  a  late  act  of  Parliament,  declared  the 
colonists  Rebels,  and  consequently  have  cut  them  off  from 
the  protection  of  that  Crown  ;  have  levied  a  cruel  and  bloody 
war  against  us,  by  calling  in  to  their  assistance  many  thou- 
sands of  foreign  mercenaries,  so  that  we  must  either  submit 
to  the  most  ignominious  slavery,  or  vindicate  our  liberties  at 
the  risk  of  our  lives : 

Resolved,  That  we  will  exert  our  most  strenuous  efforts 
to  support  and  strengthen  the  Continental  Union,  and  in  a 
particular  manner  to  carry  into  execution,  to  the  utmost  of 
our  power,  the  Resolve  of  the  honourable  the  Continental 
Congress,  bearing  date  May  15,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  Instructions  given  by  our  Assembly 
last  fall,  and  renewed  in  the  spring  to  our  Delegates,  are  of 
the  most  dangerous  tendency,  and  are  calculated  to  break 
an  important  middle  link  in  the  grand  Continental  chain  of 
Union. 

Resolved,  That  some  alterations  in  new-modelling  the 
Government  to  suit  the  present  exigency  of  our  affairs,  are 
necessary. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  House  of  Assembly,  as  they 
were  chosen  for  the  sole  purpose  of  executing  the  old — not 


framing  a  new  Constitution — have  no  authority  to  make  the 
necessary  alterations,  without  assuming  arbitrary  power. 

Resolved,  That  we  most  heartily  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  calling  a  Conference  of  the  several  County  Commit- 
tees of  this  Province,  to  be  held  on  the  18th  of  this  instant, 
at  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  on  the  most 
proper  measures  for  choosing  a  Provincial  Convention  for 
the  purpose  of  new-modelling  the  Constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Remonstrance  said  to  be  signed  by 
a  nuu)ber  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
and  a  Petition  to  the  Assembly,  signed  W.  Hamilton,  are 
calculated  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  good  people  of  this 
Province,  to  sow  dissensions,  and  strike  at  the  liberties  of 
the  people. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  support  the  measures  now  adopt- 
ed at  all  hazards,  be  the  consequences  what  they  may. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Elk  Battalion  Militia  of  Chester 
County,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  William  Mont- 
gomery, the  following  Resolves  were  agreed  to,  and  signed 
by  six  hundred  and  sixty  men  : 

Whereas  the  King,  Ministry  and  Parliament  o[  Great 
Britain,  have  declared  their  right  of  making  laws  to  bind 
the  inhabitants  of  these  Colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
and  have  enacted  a  variety  of  laws  destructive  of  our  liberty, 
have  levied  war  against  us,  cruelly  destroyed  many  of  our 
countrymen,  declared  these  Colonies  in  a  state  of  rebellion, 
and  have  employed  foreign  troops  for  the  express  purpose 
of  subjugating  and  enslaving  us : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  we,  from  a  full  persuasion  that 
all  hopes  of  a  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and 
these  Colonies  are  at  an  end,  do  think  ourselves  bound,  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  Colonies,  solemnly  to  declare 
ourselves  independent  of  Great  Britain.  And  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  whole  power  of  these  Colonies  ought  to  be 
exerted  in  support  of  the  unalienable  rights  of  freemen. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  use  our  utmost- endeavour  to  sup- 
port the  union  of  the  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  proper  measures  be  adopted  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  Resolve  of  the  honourable  Congress, 
dated  the  15th  of  May. 

Resolved,  That  some  alterations  in  the  Constitution  of 
this  Province  are  absolutely  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  no  body  of  men  elected  for  the  purpose 
of  legislation  only,  have  the  least  right  to  alter  one  iota  of 
the  Constitution,  without  powers  delegated  from  the  people 
for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  House  of  Assembly  being 
elected  for  the  sole  purpose  of  legislation,  are  therefore  un- 
qualified to  make  the  necessary  alterations. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  a  Conference  of  the  several 
County  Committees  of  this  Province  ought  to  be  held,  for 
the  purpose  of  consulting  on  measures  necessary  for  carry- 
ing said  Resolve  of  Congress  into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  our  liberties  are  dearer  to  us  than  our 
lives,  and  we  will  spend  the  last  drop  of  our  blood  in  de- 
fence of  them. 

Signed  by  order.     A  true  copy : 

Joseph  Gardner,  Clerk. 


The  Associators  of  Colonel  James  Crawford's  Battalion 
being  convened  on  the  10th  instant  at  the  place  of  their  pa- 
rade in  Z/CocoCit  Township,  Lancaster  County,  it  was  moved 
to  read  to  them  the  Resolve  of  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  of  the  L5th  oi  May,  the  Protest  of  divers  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Province  of  the  20th  of  May,  the  Alarm, 
the  Circular  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the 
City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Instiiictions 
given  by  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  to  their  Delegates 
in  Congress. 

The  same  were  accordingly  read  ;  upon  which  the  Batta- 
lion formed  the  following  Resolutions: 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Instructions  given  by 
the  Assembly  to  their  Delegates  in  Congress  have  operated 
against  the  honour,  interest,  and  safety  of  this  Colony,  and 
are  very  injurious  to  the  American  cause  in  general. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  it  is  from  the  influence  of 
those  Instructions  that  many  of  the  people  have  viewed 
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tlieir  rights  and  liberties  as  inseparably  blended  with  the 
present  Constitution. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  while  Delegates  to  repre- 
sent this  Province  are  chosen  by  the  Assembly,  and  fettered 
by  their  Instructions,  we  neither  have  nor  can  have  that 
representation  in  Congress  we  desire  and  ought  to  have. 

Resolved,  unmimoushj,  That  it  is  tiie  opinion  of  this  Bat- 
talion, that  the  Delegates  of  this  Province  chosen  and  in- 
structed as  they  are,  can  only  be  a  sinking  weight  added  to 
the  many  unavoidable  and  heavy  burdens  of  that  respect- 
able body  of  which  they  are  members. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  liberties  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, while  in  the  tenure  of  the  present  Government,  are  only 
nominal  and  precarious. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a  Government  coinpetent 
to  the  exigencies  of  our  affaire  ought  to  be  immediately 
framed  by  a  Convention  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  we  most  cheerfully  adopt 
the  measures  recommended  in  the  Resolve  of  Congress,  in 
the  Protest,  the  Alarm,  and  the  Circular  Letter,  which  have 
been  read,  and  are  determined  to  support  them,  be  the  con- 
sequences what  they  may. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  as  we  fully  approve  of  their 
resolution,  so  we  most  heartily  thank  the  patriotick  Com- 
mittee of  this  County  for  appointing  a  number  of  their 
members  to  meet  the  18th  instant  at  Philadelphia,  with 
members  appointed  by  the  Committees  of  the  other  Coun- 
ties, to  hold  a  Provincial  Conference,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  determining  the  number  of  which  the  Convention 
for  forming  a  new  Government  shall  consist,  together  with 
the  mode  of  electing  them. 

After  the  above  Resolves  were  deliberately  read  and  ap- 
proved, the  Battalion,  as  a  further  testimony  of  their  hearty 
approbation  of  the  measures  adopted,  gave  three  cheers. 

The  whole  was  conducted  with  the  greatest  decorum. 

Unanimously  agreed.  That  the  above  be  signed,  on  be- 
half of  the  Battalion,  by  John  Whitehill. 

Leacock,  June  10,  1776. 


JOSEPH    HART    TO    PHILADELPHIA    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Bucks  County,  June  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Your  favour  of  21st  oi May  was  duly  de- 
livered to  us  by  Messrs.  Jones  and  Watkins,  in  which  you 
were  pleased  to  recommend  to  us  to  choose  a  certain  num- 
ber out  of  our  Committee,  to  meet  Deputies  from  the  other 
County  Committees  of  this  Province  on  the  18th  instant,  in 
Provincial  Conference,  to  agree  upon  and  direct  the  mode 
for  electing  members  for  a  Provincial  Convention.  But  as 
the  matters  involved  in  the  said  recommendation  were  of  so 
great  consequence  to  the  well-being  of  this  Province,  they 
thought  it  prudent  to  adjourn  the  determination  of  it  to  this 
day,  when  they  again  met,  and  chose  Joseph  Hart,  John 
Kidd,  James  Wallace,  Benjamin  Seigle,  and  Henry  Wyn- 
Tcoop,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  represent  this  County  at  the 
aforesaid  meeting.  And  we  heartily  wish  that  happiness 
and  glory  may  attend  it. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Hart,   Chairman. 


TO  THE  COMMON  PEOPLE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  Tories  in  every  Colony  have 
affected  to  differ  from  the  Whigs  only  in  small  mattere. 
Thus,  in  Massachusetts-Bay  the  Tories  pretended  to  believe, 
with  the  Whigs,  that  Great  Britain  could  not  tax  us  with- 
out our  consent ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  insisted  upon  her 
supreme  legislative  authority  over  us.  In  New-York  they 
attempted  to  justify  external  and  to  reprobate  internal  taxes. 
In  Pennsylvania  they  tell  us  to  fight  till  we  are  half  cut  off, 
and  never  to  relax  any  of  our  claims,  but  by  no  means  ever 
to  think  of  independence.  Tiie  Tories  among  us  tell  the 
Whigs  further,  that  they  have  changed  the  ground  of  the 
controversy.  Have  not  the  Tories  followed  them  in  every 
step  except  the  last  ?  Thus,  when  the  Whigs  proposed  Non- 
Importation  and  Non-Exportation  Agreements,  the  Tories 
urged  Petitions  to  the  King  only  ;  and  when  the  Whigs  pro- 
posed making  military  preparations,  the  Tories  urged  them 
to  adhere  to  the  Non-Importation  and  Non-Exportation 
Agreements.  And  now,  when  a  Declaration  of  Independence 


is  absolutely  necessary  for  our  safety  and  future  welfare,  they 
tell  us  to  rely  upon  our  arms,  and  Great  Britain  will  soon 
come  down  to  our  terms.  Talk  to  them  of  the  numbere 
and  enterprising  spirit  of  our  troops,  and  they  will  tell  you 
they  are  no  match  for  the  power  of  Britain.  Talk  to  them 
of  a  foreign  alliance,  and  they  tell  you  that  all  foreign  Courts 
are  perfidious,  and  urge  you  to  depend  only  upon  yourselves. 
Propose  Declarations  of  Independence  in  a  Committee  or 
Convention,  and  they  will  tell  you  that  it  is  the  business  of 
the  Congress  onf)'  to  make  us  independent.  Let  the  Con- 
gress pass  a  resolve  for  suppressing  all  authority  derived 
from  the  King  of  Britain  in  the  United  Colonies,  and  they 
will  tell  you  no  Congress  has  a  right  to  interfere  with  the 
"  domestick  police "  of  a  Colony,  although  this  police  is 
derived  directly  from  the  Crown.  Talk  to  them  of  the 
necessity  of  instituting  a  Government  under  the  authority  of 
the  people,  and  they  will  tell  you  that  our  present  Govern- 
ment is  sufficient  for  all  the  exigencies  of  our  affairs,  although 
all  power — legislative,  executive,  and  judicial — is  lodged  in 
one  body,  by  which  means  we  live  under  a  species  of  Go- 
vernment which  has  always  been  reprobated  by  good  men  as 
the  worst  in  the  world.  In  a  word,  the  history  of  mankind 
does  not  furnish  a  more  absurd  or  ridiculous  character  than 
that  of  a  Tory,  or  a  pretended  moderate  man. 

It  is  now  high  time,  my  dear  countrymen,  to  emancipate 
yourselves  from  the  delusions  of  such  artful  men.  You  have 
been  told  that  you  are  unfit  to  have  any  share  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  Government ;  and  yet  you  are  acknowledged 
at  the  same  time  to  compose  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania.  Strange  that  the  majority  should  yield  to 
the  minority  in  a  matter  of  so  much  consequence !  But  your 
leadere,  it  is  said,  are  men  of  no  fortune.  I  deny  the  charge. 
In  the  first  place,  you  have  no  leaders — you  all  act  from  the 
impulses  of  publick  and  not  party  spirit;  and  in  the  second 
place,  you  have  nine-tenths  of  the  property  of  Pennsylvania 
on  your  side  the  question.  But  you  are  told  that  you  are 
all  aiming  at  offices  and  power.  Suppose  this  were  true, 
you  are  just  in  your  aims,  for  all  offices  and  power  belong 
solely  to  you,  and  are  in  your  gift. 

Here  I  cannot  help  making  a  digression  from  my  subject. 
It  was  a  custom  among  the  Jews,  on  certain  occasions,  to 
acknowledge  the  origin  of  their  families  as  an  antidote  to 
pride.  "  A  Syrian  ready  to  perish  was  my  father,"  was 
the  confession  with  which  they  approached  the  Temple. 
Suppose  the  same  acknowledgment  was  demanded  from 
some  of  our  uncommon  people.  I  believe  the  answer  should 
be,  a  poor  tradesman,  a  day-labourer,  or  a  vagrant,  "  ready 
to  perish,  was  my  father."  •  Talk  not,  ye  pretenders  to  rank 
and  gentility,  of  your  elevated  stations.  They  are  derived 
from  those  very  people  whom  you  treat  with  so  much  con- 
tempt. Talk  not  of  their  vulgar  countenances  and  beha- 
viour. Their  vulgarity  is  seated  only  in  their  manners ;  it  oc- 
cupies a  higher  place  among  yourselves — it  is  seated  in  your 
minds.  This  the  profane,  obscene,  and  trifling  conversation 
so  peculiar  to  high-life  abundantly  witnesses.  Had  you  con- 
curred in  the  present  virtuous  and  necessary  measure  of  in- 
stituting a  new  Government,  you  would  have  probably  con- 
tinued to  occupy  your  posts  and  offices,  with  that  additional 
lustre  which  they  would  have  received  from  being  the  un- 
biased gifts  of  freemen ;  but  you  have  now  forfeited  tiie 
confidence  of  the  people  by  despising  their  authority ;  and 
you  have  furnished  them  with  a  suspicion  that  in  taking  up 
arms  you  yielded  only  to  the  violence  of  the  times,  or  that 
you  meant  to  fight  for  your  offices,  and  not  for  your  coun- 


try. 


A  Watchman. 


PETITION  SIGNED  BY  A  NUMBER  OF  INHABITANTS  OF  NEW- 
JERSEY,  AND  ADDRESSED  TO  THE  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS 
SITTING  AT  BURLINGTON,  JUNE,   1776. 

Permit  us,  gentlemen,  to  assure  you  that  although  we 
daily  experience  and  sincerely  lament,  in  common  with  our 
fellow-subjects,  inhabitants  of  the  Colonies,  the  calamitous 
consequences  of  the  present  unhappy  controversy  with  Great 
Britain,  we  cannot  but  think  that  we  should  ill  discharge 
the  duty  we  owe  to  our  country,  ourselves,  our  children,  and 
posterity,  if  we  neglected  to  exert  ourselves,  by  every  effort 
in  our  power,  to  prevent  our  condition,  though  truly  deplo- 
rable, from  becoming  perfectly  desperate ;  which  we  are 
convinced  must  necessarily  be  the  consequence,  if  a  total 
separation  from,  and  independency  of,  the  Government  of 
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Great  Britain  sliould  be  resolved  upon,  declared,  and  at- 
tempted in  this  Province. 

We  do  not  presume,  gentlemen,  to  dictate  to  you,  or  even 
to  instruct  you  ;  we  address  you  as  fellow-subjects  and  fel- 
low-sufferers, zealous  for  the  rights  o(  America  in  general, 
but  particularly  anxious  for  the  real  welfare  of  New-Jersey. 
As  such,  we  trust  that  you  will  be  too  deeply  impressed  with 
the  recollection  of  the  peculiar  happiness  and  prosperity 
heretofore  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  continent,  con- 
nected with  and  subject  to  the  Government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, not  to  dread  the  consequences  of  a  declared  separation 
from  that  country.  We  trast,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  have 
the  honour,  the  interest,  safety,  and  welfare,  of  this  your 
native  country  too  much  at  heart  to  subject  this  once  flour- 
ishing and  happy  Province  to  the  reproachful  and  calami- 
tous consequences  of  an  avowed  separation. 

Permit  us,  also,  gentlemen,  to  suggest  that  we  cannot  but 
think  that  any  precipitate  resolves  to  change  our  present 
constitutional  form  of  Government  must,  in  their  conse- 
quences, operate  to  retard  and  obstruct  what  we  are  per- 
suaded you,  gcndemen,  as  well  as  ourselves,  cannot  wish 
to  lose  sight  of,  as  the  primary  and  constant  object  of  the 
present  unhappy  dispute,  namely,  a  safe,  honourable,  and 
lasting  reconcihaiion  with  Great  Britain  on  constitutional 
principles.  To  effect  which  desirable  end,  we  apprehend 
the  union  of  the  Colonies  was  recommended  ;  for  which  pur- 
pose alone  was  the  Continental  Congress  delegated,  and  their 
authority  hitherto  submitted  to  ;  and  upon  the  same  hopes  of 
peace  and  reconciliation,  we  are  daily  impatiently  expectintr 
Commissioners  from  his  Majesty.  From  these  considera- 
tions, gendemen,  we  were  convinced  that  sentiments  of 
separation  and  independence  must  be  not  only  highly  im- 
politick,  but  may  be  of  the  most  dangerous  and  destruc- 
tive consequences  ;  add  to  which,  gendemen,  we  have  the 
satisfaction  to  see  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province 
legally  convened,  and  from  time  to  time  duly  meeting,  and 
in  the  full  exercise  of  their  legislative  authority  and  juris- 
diction ;  and  as  the  principal  officers  of  Government  in  this 
Colony  are  now  amongst  us,  and  engaged  in  the  duties  of 
their  station,  our  courts  of  justice  and  publick  offices  open, 
and  business  there  conducted  with  order  and  regularity,  our 
present  established  mode  of  Government,  we  are  convinced, 
will  continue,  as  it  has  hitherto  been  experienced  to  be, 
fully  sufficient  to  the  exigencies  of  our  affairs,  and  best  con- 
duce to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  the  people  of  New- 
Jersey. 

That  you,  gentlemen,  may  join  in  sentiments  and  opinion 
with  us  on  the  present  occasion,  and  strenuously  adhere  to, 
maintain,  and  assert  our  present  mode  of  Government,  as 
founded  on  the  British  Constitution,  and  established  and 
confirmed  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  is  the  sincere  and  hearty 
prayer  of,  &,c. 


GENERAL    VTASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  11,  1776.] 

New- York,  June  10, 1776. 

Sir  :  Since  I  did  myself  the  honour  of  writing  to  you 
yesterday,  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing,  and  for  a 
few  minutes  conversing  with,  Mr.  Chase  and  Mr.  Carroll, 
from  Canada.  Their  account  of  our  troops,  and  the  situation 
of  affaire  in  that  department  cannot  possibly  surprise  you 
more  than  it  has  done  me ;  but  I  need  not  touch  upon  a 
subject  which  you  will  be  so  well  informed  of  from  the  foun- 
tain head ;  nor  should  I  have  given  you  the  trouble  of  a 
letter  by  this  day's  post  but  for  the  distraction  which  seems 
to  prevail  in  the  Commissary's  Department,  (as  well  as  others 
in  that  quarter,)  the  necessity  of  having  it  under  one  general 
direction,  and  the  dissatisfaction  of  Colonel  Trumbull  at  the 
allowance  made  him  by  Congress  as  an  equivalent  for  his 
trouble.  With  respect  to  this  particular  matter,  I  can  only 
say  that  I  think  he  is  a  man  well  cut  out  for  the  business ; 
and  that  where  a  shilling  is  saved  in  the  pay  a  pound  may 
be  lost  by  mismanagement  in  the  office ;  and  that  his  resig- 
nation at  this  time  (I  mean  this  campaign)  may  possibly  be 
attended  with  great  and  fatal  consequences.  I  therefore  hum- 
bly submit  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  handsomely  reward- 
ing those  gendemen  who  hold  such  very  important,  trouble- 
some, and  hazardous  offices  as  Commissary  and  Quarter- 
master. 

In  speaking  to  the  former  about  the  supplies  necessary  for 


the  troops  to  be  raised,  he  informed  me  that  the  quantity  of 
salt  provisions  which  was  shipping  from  hence  might  render 
his  attempt  to  do  it  precarious;  in  consequence  of  which  I 
desired  him  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Convention  of  this 
Colony,  which  he  will  do  this  day ;  but  in  the  mean  while 
desired  Congress  might  be  informed  of  the  matter,  which  1 
cannot  better  do  than  in  his  own  words,  enclosed,  and  sub- 
mit the  consideration  of  it  to  the  wisdom  of  that  honourable 
body. 

To  Congress  I  also  submit  the  propriety  of  keeping  the 
two  Continental  battalions,  under  the  command  of  Colonels 
Shea  and  McGaw,  at  Philadelphia,  when  there  is  the  great- 
est probability  of  a  speedy  attack  upon  this  place  from  the 
King's  troops.  The  encouragements  given  by  Governour 
Tryon  to  the  disaffected,  which  are  circulated  no  one  can 
well  tell  how  ;  the  movements  of  this  kind  of  people,  which 
are  more  easy  to  perceive  than  describe ;  the  confident  re- 
port which  is  said  to  have  come  immediately  from  Gover- 
nour Ti-yon,  and  brought  by  a  frigate  from  Halifax,  that 
the  troops  at  that  place  were  embarking  for  this ;  added  to 
a  thousand  incidental  circumstances,  trivial  in  diemselves 
but  strong  from  comparison, — leaves  not  a  doubt  upon  my 
mind  but  that  troops  are  hourly  expected  at  the  Hook. 

1  had  no  doubt  when  I  left  this  city  for  Philadelphia  but 
that  some  measures  would  have  been  taken  to  secure  the 
suspected  and  dangerous  persons  of  this  Government  before 
now,  and  left  orders  for  the  military  to  give  every  aid  to 
the  civil  power;  but  the  subject  is  delicate,  and  nothing  is 
done  in  it ;  we  may  therefore  have  internal  as  well  as  exter- 
nal enemies  to  contend  with. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  most  respectful  com- 
pliments to  yourself  and  Congress,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Continental 
Congress. 


JOSEPH    TRUMBULL    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

New-York,  June  9,  1776. 
Dear  Sir:  You  are  very  sensible  that  1  am  by  no  means 
satisfied  with  the  allowance  Congress  have  been  pleased  to 
make  me  for  my.  risk,  to  say  nothing  of  services,  in  the  de- 
partment they  did  me  the  honour  to  appoint  me  to  the  19th 
of  July  last.  Notwithstanding  the  Congress  seem  so  very 
averse  to  a  commission  for  doing  the  business  of  my  office, 
yet  I  do  conceive  there  is  no  just  or  equitable  way  of  making 
a  compensation  therein  other  than  that.  Why  should  I 
have  as  much  when  I  supply  only  five  thousand  men  as 
when  I  supply  fifty  thousand  ?  Nor  can  I  conceive  of  one 
single  reason  against  it,  but  that  the  pitiful  commission  com- 
monly allowed  will  be  a  temptation  to  me  to  expend  money 
wantonly  and  profusely  for  the  sake  of  it.  Would  the  Con- 
gress speak  this  out  as  their  sentiment  with  respect  to  me,  be 
assured  I  would  not  serve  them,  even  for  the  principal  sum. 
But  to  say  no  more  of  this  matter.  Why  am  1  singled  out 
from  otbere  employed  in  doing  business  for  the  continent  ? 
I  am  well  informed,  nay,  I  am  sure,  in  some  cases  they  have 
done,  and  do  it.  Are  all  the  vessels  fitted  out  for  them 
without  a  commission  ?  Are  not  the  buyers  of  flour  else- 
where allowed  a  commission  of  at  least  one-and-a-quarter  per 
cent.  ?  Has  not  the  Quartermaster-General  been  allowed  a 
commission  of  five  per  cent,  on  goods  ?  And  have  not,  and 
are  not,  the  purchasers  of  those  goods  allowed  a  three  per 
cent,  commission  ?  Am  I  not  directed,  though  not  by  a  pub- 
lick  resolution,  to  satisfy  my  purchasers  in  the  country  by  the 
common  and  usual  commission  established  by  custom  out 
of  mind  ?  These  I  know,  I  allow,  are  right  and  just,  and, 
among  the  persons  I  employ,  are  absolutely  necessary,  and 
without  it  I  can  get  nobody  to  do  the  business,  and  the  Army 
cannot  be  supplied.  But  why  this  distinction  ?  Why  am 
I  allowed  only  a  fixed  sum,  not  a  half,  in  some  cases  not 
more  than  a  quarter  what  is  allowed  to  some  persons  i  em- 
ploy to  purchase  in  an  inconsiderable  part  of  what  must  all 
go  through  my  hands,  and  I  must  see  issued  out  even  in 
ounces?  If  iny  services  are  not  acceptable,  if  1  have  not 
served  them  well,  why  am  I  not  dismissed,  not  starved  ;  nay, 
why  am  I  laid  under  such  au  odious  distinction,  worse,  in- 
finitely, than  a  dismission  ?  1  well  remember  what  you  said 
to  me  in  Philadelphia ;  but,  sir,  how  soon  may  you,  and 
some  others  be  removed  from  Congress ;  should  that  happen. 
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what  a  situation  shall  I  then  be  in  ?  A  sum  granted  in  addi- 
tion, on  my  own  application,  and  nothing  appears  but  I  am 
satisfied.  This  will  by  no  means  do  for  me  to  rely  on.  Since 
1  left  I'hiladelphia,  General  fVashwgtoti  (les\re(i  me  to  write 
to  some  of  my  friends  in  Congress,  proposing  the  lowest 
terms  that  would  satisfy  me ;  and  tiiat  some  gentlemen  he 
had  spoken  to  seemed  willing  to  satisfy  me.  I  want  nothing 
but  to  be  saved  the  risk  of  such  sums  of  money  as  must 
necessarily  pass  through  my  hands.  As  a  merchant,  you 
are  well  acquainted  with  the  established  rule  of  that  risk, 
being  one  per  cent,  for  receiving  and  paying,  or  half  per 
cent,  for  receiving  only.  The  sum  passing  through  my 
hands  is  great ;  and  though  the  business,  in  addition  to  the 
risk,  is  enough  to  harass  a  man  to  death,  yet  I  am  willing, 
in  support  of  the  present  cause,  to  give  up  half  of  the  es- 
tablished risk  and  all  my  services,  and  to  do  the  whole  for 
half  per  cent,  on  the  moneys  paid  to  me  or  my  order  by  the 
Treasurers  and  Paymasters.  Tills,  I  suppose,  will  amount 
to  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum — 
sometimes  more,  and  it  may  be  less ;  and  if  the  idea  of  a 
commission  is  so  peculiarly  disagreeable  in  my  case,  I  must 
submit,  though  with  reluctance,  that  the  sum  be  divided  by 
twelve,  and  turned  into  monthly  wages.  For  many  reasons, 
I  think  it  better  to  be  a  commission  ;  one  especially  I  will 
mention,  as  when  reduced  to  wages,  and  compared  with  the 
General  Officers,  it  may  give  umbrage ;  when  that  compari- 
son, in  the  other  way,  will  scarce  ever  be  made.  If  it  is  said 
why  should  it  be  more  than  an  officer's  pay  ?  I  answer,  my 
department  is  mere  mercantile ;  the  risk  is  the  whole  sum 
wished  for,  nay,  double  it.  1  have  nothing  for  my  services, 
nor  can  I  expect  any  share  in  the  honours  of  my  country, 
which,  in  case  of  good  behaviour  in  the  officer,  is  sure  to  him. 

I  iiave  given  you  my  mind  on  the  subject  with  freedom, 
which  is  always  best  in  this  as  in  every  other  matter. 
I  have  noticed  you  before,  and  I  have  noticed  General 
WashiTigton,  and  have  shown  him  this  letter,  that  I  should 
give  up  my  office  the  moment  I  could  do  it  without  injury 
to  the  general  cause,  which  I  apprehend  may  be  by  the  time 
my  first  year's  service  is  expired,  which  now  draws  near, 
unless  I  could  have  what  was  a  just  and  reasonable  recom- 
pense for  my  risk  and  services,  and  have  the  afore-mentioned 
galling  distinctions  removed,  which  are  peculiar  to  me,  and 
which  give  me  more  uneasiness  than  everything  else.  My 
country  is  entitled  to  my  services.  I  am  willing  to  serve  on 
a  footing  with  others :  but  they  cannot,  they  must  not,  expect 
me  to  serve  in  so  troublesome  an  office  for  nothing,  and  bear 
the  risks  of  it  more  than  one  year.  General  Jfashington 
has  this  day  ordered  me  to  provide  for  Canada ;  my  burdens 
are  increasing.  I  shall  by  and  by  drag  heavily  on,  unless  I 
have  tliese  matters  settled  to  satisfaction,  or  I  can  be  dis- 
engaged from  the  business.  If  the  latter  should  be  the  case, 
I  hope  some  person  will  be  preferred  to  it  who  will  serve 
with  that  integrity  and  disinterestedness  I  have  done,  and 
with  more  abilities  ;  and  that  it  may  not  fall  into  hands  who 
would  undertake  it  without  wages,  and  cut  and  carve  from 
their  employers  or  the  troops,  or  both,  a  compensation  ade- 
quate to  their  own  desires,  and  who,  for  these  reasons,  wish 
for  my  resignation,  and  will  forward  it  with  all  their  interest. 
I  wish  to  be  set  above  temptation,  and  to  serve,  while  I  do 
serve,  with  honour  and  integrity ;  longer  than  I  can  do  so, 
be  assured,  I  will  not  act. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  ,  m 

Joseph  Ihumbull. 

To  John  Haixock,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO   GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL. 

New- York,  June  10,  1776. 
Sir:  Before  this  I  expect  you  have  received  the  resolve 
of  Congress  for  augmenting  our  Army  here  and  in  Canada, 
widi  their  requisition  for  the  quota  of  men  to  be  furnished 
by  your  Colony.  I  must  beg  leave  to  add,  that  from  intel- 
ligence I  have  just  received,  and  a  variety  of  circumstances 
combining  to  confirm  it.  General  i/owc,  with  the  fleet  from 
Halifax,  or  some  other  armament,  is  hourly  expected  at  the 
Hook,  with  designs,  doubtless,  to  make  an  impression  here 
and  possess  themselves  of  this  Colony,  of  the  last  importance 
to  us  in  the  present  controversy.  Our  works  are  extensive 
and  many,  and  the  troops  here  but  few  for  their  defence, 
being  greatly  reduced  by  the  regiments  detached  on  the  Ca- 


nada expedition.  In  this  critical  conjuncture  of  affairs,  the 
experience  I  have  had  of  your  zeal  and  readiness  to  assist 
the  common  cause  induces  me  to  request  the  most  speedy 
and  eariy  succours  that  can  be  obtained  from  your  Colony, 
and  that  the  Militia  be  forwarded,  one  battalion  after  ano- 
ther, as  fast  as  they  can  possibly  be  raised,  without  waiting 
to  make  up  the  whole  complement  to  be  furnished  for  this 
place  before  any  of  them  march.  I  would  advise  that  thev 
come  properly  provided  with  field  and  other  officers,  and 
that  the  person  appointed  by  the  Colony  to  command  the 
whole,  be  here  a  day  or  two  before  them,  to  receive  his 
orders,  and  be  in  readiness  to  take  the  command  on  their 
arrival.  It  will  be  proper,  too,  that  notice  be  sent  a  day  or 
two  before  their  coming,  that  provision  may  be  made  for 
subsisting  and  disposing  of  them  in  proper  places. 

I  have  written  a  similar  letter  to  the  Jersey  Convention, 
praying  aid  from  them.     I  am,  sir,  &.C., 

George  Washington. 
To  Governour  Trumbull. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON    TO    MAJOR    SCHUYLER, 

Sir:  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  this  order,  you  are  to 
repair  to  Long-Island,  and  take  ui)on  you  the  command  of 
three  companies  belonging  to  your  regiment,  posted  toward 
the  east  end  thereof,  for  the  defence  of  the  inhabitants,  pro- 
tection of  the  stock,  &.c.  To  effect  these  ends,  you  are  to 
use  every  means  in  your  power,  as  it  is  of  great  importance 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  obtaining  supplies  of  fresh  pro- 
visions, and  other  necessaries.  You  are  also  to  prevent,  as 
far  as  in  your  power  lies,  every  kind  of  correspondence  and 
intercourse  between  the  inhabitants  and  the  enemy,  seizing 
upon,  and  carrying  before  the  Committees  of  Safety  for  trial, 
all  those  who  shall  be  detected  in  such  infamous  practices. 

You  are  to  see  that  your  men  are  kept  close  to  their  duty, 
and  not  suffered,  under  any  pretence,  to  be  absent  on  fur- 
lough, but  in  cases  of  great  and  real  necessity,  and  then  that 
not  more  than  two  at  a  time  from  each  company  be  in- 
dulged. 

You  are  to  view  the  men  and  inspect  their  anns  so  soon 
as  you  arrive  at  their  respective  posts,  and  make  exact  re- 
turns thereof.  Make  your  quarters  as  centrical  as  you  can, 
and  advise  me  from  time  to  time  of  all  remarkable  occur- 
rences. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Head-Quarters,  in  Neto-York, 
this  10th  day  of  Jum:,  1776. 

George  Washington. 
To  Major  Peter  Schuyler,  Third  New-  York. 


general   WASHINGTON   TO    COMMISSIONERS    IN   THE    HIGH- 
LANDS. 

New- York,  June  10,  I '776. 
Gentlemen  :  Unacquainted  as  I  am  with  the  situation 
of  the  posts  in  the  Highlands,  I  can  do  no  more  than  desire 
you  will  pursue,  and  with  as  much  despatch  as  possible,  the 
plan  of  work  pointed  out  in  the  within  directions. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 

To  Mr.  William  Bedlow,  and  the  other  Commissioners  at 
the  Forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution. 

PLAN    REFERRED    TO    IN    THE    ABOVE    INSTRUCTIONS. 

Sir  :  Until  your  Excellency  has  leisure  to  determine  on 
a  further  plan  for  the  security  of  the  pass  through  the  High- 
lands, I  would  advise  (in  order  to  give  Fort  Constitution 
some  degree  of  security  against  a  surprise,  to  which  it  at 
present  is  liable  in  almost  every  part)  that  the  Battery 
on  the  high  clift,  marked  B  in  the  plan  No.  3,  be  com- 
pleted, so  as  to  mount  three  guns  in  front,  and  one  on  each 
flank ;  and  that  then  the  other  sides  of  the  hill  on  which  it  is 
erected  be  enclosed  by  a  breastwork  of  logs  of  about  one 
foot  thick  and  seven  feet  high,  in  the  form  that  Colonel  Put- 
nam and  myself  pointed  out  on  the  spot,  in  the  presence  of 
Colonel  Livingston  and  the  Commissioners,  and  is  neariy 
represented  by  the  black  lines  I  have  now  marked  round 
the  letter  B. 

That  the  Battery  A  be  extended  westward  to  the  foot  of 
the  hill  B,  with  four  embrasures ;  and  on  the  northeastward 
in  the  manner  as  marked  at  G.     The  whole  ground  fronting 
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the  first  approach  up  the  river  sliould  then  be  either  en- 
closed or  inaccessible ;  and  as  a  further  security  to  this  part 
of  the  work,  it  will  be  necessary  that  a  barrack,  sufficient  to 
contain  one  hundred  men,  be  erected  in  the  spot  marked  H, 
which  is  entirely  covered  from  the  river. 

At  Fort  Montgomery  I  believe  it  will  be  best  that  the 
whole  of  the  front  lines,  from  B  to  C,  in  plan  No.  2,  be 
completed  in  the  manner  proposed. 

That  the  Magazine  D  (the  walls  of  which  are  seven  feet 
thick,  and  already  raised  to  their  proper  height)  should  be 
finished  with  a  proper  arch  of  brick  and  stone,  and  then 
covered  with  earth  and  sodwork. 

The  Barracks  E,  which  are  begun  and  considerably  ad- 
vanced, should  also  be  finished,  especially  as  the  cellars  under 
them  will  make  excellent  magazines  for  salt  provisions. 

I  would  also  advise  that  the  hill  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  creek,  and  at  the  mouth  thereof,  be  cleared  in  such  a 
manner  that  an  Engineer  can  lay  out  a  proper  regular  work 
on  it,  if  hereafter  it  be  found  necessary. 

I  have  shown  this  to  Colonel  Putnam,  and  he  thinks 
these  are  the  most  necessary  things  to  be  done  at  present. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

Stirling. 


ROBERT    H.    HARRISON   TO    GENERAL    WARD. 

New- York,  June  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  request  you 
to  send  immediately  to  this  place  Lieutenant  Machin,  of  the 
train,  provided  he  does  not  belong  to  either  of  the  Artillery 
companies  in  Boston.  If  he  does  not,  he  will  come  with 
all  possible  despatch. 

His  Excellency  has  not  time  to  write  you  fully  on  mat- 
ters of  business  this  morning,  and  must  defer  it  till  another 
opportunity.     I  am,  sir,  yours,  Sic, 

Robert  H.  Harrison. 

To  Major-General  Ward,  Boston. 


NEW-YORK   CONVENTION    TO    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  in  Congress  June  10,  1776.] 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  June  7,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  day  of  June,  instant,  en- 
closing certain  important  resolves  of  the  honourable  the 
Continental  Congress,  of  the  1st,  3d,  and  4th  instant,  was 
delivered  to  me  this  morning,  and  immediately  communica- 
ted to  the  Convention  of  this  Colony. 

They  have  directed  me  to  present  to  the  Congress  their 
warmest  acknowledgments  for  the  unwearied  attention  they 
have  paid  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, and  to  assure  them  that  this  Colony  will  most  cheer- 
fully endeavour  to  comply  with  all  their  requisitions. 

Persuaded  that  the  pay  allowed  the  Eastern  Army  during 
the  last  campaign  was  unreasonably  high,  this  Convention 
received  great  satisfaction  from  the  measures  taken  by  the 
Congress  (as  they  supposed)  with  a  view  to  reduce  it.  The 
inferior  allowance  of  pay  given  to  the  troops  raised  in  this 
Colony,  those  of  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  lower 
Counties,  was  considered  as  a  precedent  which  would  soon 
become  general,  and  it  was  expected  that  the  patriotism  and 
laudable  pride  of  the  other  Colonies  would  not  long  permit 
them  to  accept  higher  wages  than  their  neighbours  lor  fight- 
ing in  the  same  glorious  cause  and  for  the  attainment  of  the 
same  great  and  valuable  object. 

This  Convention  are  most  sensibly  affected  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  discrimination  ;  and  though  ready  to  consent 
to  a  still  greater  reduction  of  pay,  provided  it  be  general, 
yet  a  due  regard  to  the  honour  of  this  Colony  will  no  longer 
permit  them,  by  a  silent  acquiescence  in  so  odious  a  discri- 
mination, to  give  posterity  reason  to  conclude  that  it  was  es- 
tablished on  just  and  proper  principles. 

This  Convention  readily  confess  the  merit  of  the  Eastern 
forces,  but  have  as  yet  no  reason  to  believe  it  exceeds  that 
of  the  troops  raised  in  the  other  Colonies ;  and  therefore 
claim  of  the  Congress,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  that  they  be 
put  on  one  general  footing.  It  would  neither  be  wise  nor 
honest  to  conceal  from  the  Congress  the  discontents  that 
have  arisen  from  the  continuance  of  this  invidious  distinction  ; 
they  are  too  great  and  too  general  not  to  injure  the  service, 
and  therefore  merit  the  notice  and  attention  of  those  who 
alone  can  remove  them. 


By  this  unfortunate  circumstance  the  levies  of  this  Colony 
have  been,  and  in  all  probability  will  continue  to  be  retard- 
ed ;  and  there  is  now  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Colony  (invited  by  higher  pay)  actually  receiving  arms 
in  the  New-England  Regiments. 

The  resolves  received  this  morning  have  teen  considered, 
and  a  Committee  appointed  to  ascertain  the  quotas  of  men 
to  be  furnished  by  the  different  Counties,  in  order  to  com- 
plete the  number  required  of  this  Colony  ;  which  Committee 
hath  made  report  on  that  subject,  and  the  said  report  been 
considered  and  agreed  to.  But  it  appearing  from  those  re- 
solves that  although  large  detachments  from  the  Militia  of 
several  other  Colonies  are  also  required  for  the  service,  yet 
there  is  an  utter  silence  as  to  the  quantum  of  pay  to  be  al- 
lowed them,  this  Convention  being  unable  further  to  pro- 
ceed in  their  business,  are  under  the  necessity  of  ordering 
one  of  their  members  (Mr.  Gouvenieur  Morris)  to  repair 
immediately  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  obtain  from  the 
Congress  information  on  that  head,  and  whether  the  same 
difference  of  wages,  now  unhappily  subsisting  between  the 
regular  troops,  is  to  be  extended  to  the  Militia  of  the  several 
Colonies.  Should  that  be  the  case,  this  Colony  will  be  ex- 
ceedingly embarrassed ;  for  while  the  regard  due  to  its  ho- 
nour is  suffered  to  clash  with  the  regard  due  to  the  general 
cause,  there  is  reason  to  fear  its  exertions  will  be  feeble,  and 
the  harmony  and  mutual  confidence  of  the  Colonies  pro- 
bably diminished.  The  Convention,  therefore,  earnestly 
request  the  favour  of  the  Congress  speedily  to  dismiss  Mr. 
Moms,  they  being  very  desirous  of  forming  their  regiments 
of  Militia  without  delay. 

I  am  directed,  sir,  by  the  Convention,  to  return  you  their 
thanks  for  your  polite  letter,  and  to  assure  you  that  they  con- 
sidered the  remarks  and  exhortations  contained  in  it  as  ad- 
ditional proofs  of  that  zeal  which  you  have  ever  manifested 
for  the  American  cause. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  at  Philadelphia. 


EXTRACT  or  A  LETTER  FROM  NEW-YORK  TO   A   GENTLEMAN 
IN  PHILADELPHIA,  DATED  JUNE   10,  1776. 

Colonel  Fanni7ig^s  negro  man  is  taken  up  and  sent  to 
Jail  ;  he  is  to  be  examined  this  day,  and  make  no  doubt 
some  discoveries  will  be  made.  He  says  his  master  sent 
him  up  to  take  care  of  his  horses.  His  master  is  on  board 
the  Dutchess-of-Gordon.  There  are  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Tories  taken  prisoners  in  Tryon  County,  and  sent  down  to 
Albany.  We  hear  from  Albany  that  the  Mayor  of  that 
city  and  fifteen  other  persons  are  sent  to  Jail  for  drinking 
success  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  &c.  Friday  last,  a 
boat  was  taken  by  our  people,  coming  from  the  Dutchess-of- 
Gordon ;  the  men  are  taken  care  of;  some  letters  were 
found  on  board,  and  newspapers,  for  some  of  Governour 
Tryon's  friends  in  this  city.  The  latest  date  is  the  28th  of 
March.  I  could  not  possibly  obtain  one  for  you,  but  have 
extracted  the  following  paragraphs  from  them.* 

*  March  25. — This  day,  by  virtue  of  a  commission  from  his  Majesty, 
the  following  Bills  received  the  Hoyal  assent,  viz :  The  Bill  for  punish- 
ing Mutiny  and  Desertion,  and  for  the  better  payment  of  the  Army  in 
J'J'orth-America.  Saturday  last  three  Companies  of  the  Royal  Regi- 
ment of  Artillery  embarked  at  fVoolwich  for  JVurth-Jlmerica.  Thii 
morning  the  first  division  of  the  Guards,  destined  for  JVorth-Jlmerica, 
marched  from  their  quarters  contiguous  to  lt'imble<lo?t,  for  JPortsmouth. 
The  second  division  will  march  on  jyeilnesihi'j. 

GospoRT,  March  21. — Arrived,  a  transport  with  troops  on  board,  and 
came  into  the  harbour.  It  is  said  that  Lord  flo-we  will  hoist  his  flag  on 
board  the  Emerald  frigate,  and  proceed  without  loss  of  time  to  Boston, 
and  the  Eagli:  to  go  after  him. 

March  26. — On  the  17th  instant  six  sail  of  ships  from  Glasg-ow,  with 
new-raised  recruits,  and  several  transports  from  London,  arrived  at  Cork, 
where  they  are  to  take  in  their  lading  of  provisions,  and  proceed  to  .lime- 
rica  under  convoy.  His  Majesty's  frigate  .imbuscade,  of  thirty-two 
guns,  is  now  fitting  out  at  Chatham,  to  cmn  H'n  George  McCartney 
to  his  Government  of  Dominica ;  she  is  af  erwards  to  join  the  fleet  on 
the  .Vurth-.imerican  station.  Orders  are  sent  to  Shterness  for  his  Ma- 
jesty's ship  flaitibo-w,  of  forty-four  guns,  to  be  fitted  out  for  immediate 
service ;  she  is  already  commissioned,  and  the  command  given  to  Sir 
George  Collier.  Last  Sunday,  ail  the  men  in  Deptjord  yar(],  and  some 
additional  hands,  were  employed  in  shipping  warlike  stores,  &c.,  to  .ime- 
rica,  and  it  will  be  some  days  before  the  many  transports  lying  there  caa' 
be  loaded,  such  quantities  are  sending  thither. 

.\11  the  eight  Uritish  Regiments,  viz :  Nineteenth,  Twentieth,  Twenty- 
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GENERAL    SCHUTTLEK   TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  June  10,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  At  nine  this  morning  I  arrived  from  Fort 
George,  having  left  that  yesterday  in  consequence  of  the 
information  contained  in  a  letter  and  paper  sent  me  by  the 
Committee  of  this  city  and  County,  copies  of  which  I  do 
myself  the  honour  to  enclose  you. 

I  was  apprehensive  that  something  of  this  kind  would 
happen,  as  your  Excellency  will  perceive  by  recurring  to 
some  of  my  former  letters.  I  shall  do  everything  in  niy 
power  to  prevent  the  savages  from  succeeding,  and  if  Day- 
ton's Regiment,  with  the  Militia  of  Tryon  and  this  County, 
drive  them  off,  as  I  hope  they  will,  I  propose  to  take  post 
at  Fort  Stanwix  as  soon  as  I  shall  be  in  a  condition  to  do 
it,  by  the  arrival  of  cannon,  ammunition,  and  intrenching 
tools,  having  none  of  either  here. 

I  am  informed  that  Captain  Foster,  his  troops,  and  the 
Indians  that  joined  him,  retired  on  General  Arnold's  ap- 
proach ;  failing  of  success,  their  necessity  will  oblige  them 
to  turn  elsew  here  in  search  of  subsistence,  probably  the  Mo- 
hawk River. 

Your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  7th  instant  I  have  this 
moment  received.  1  am  happy  tliat  Captain  Wilkinson' s 
conjectures  were  not  realized. 

I  assure  you,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  do  all  in  my  power  to 
forward  and  arrange  mattei-s ;  such  a  variety  of  business 
crowds  upon  nie  that  1  hardly  know  which  to  take  in  hand 
first;  a  steady  perseverance  will,  however,  I  hope,  carry  me 
through,  and  if  I  can  find  time  I  will  repair  to  Canada, 
though  I  hope  and  believe  General  Sullivan  will  put  our 
affairs  in  good  order,  seconded  by  Generals  Arnold  and 
Thompson,  who  are  also  indefatigable.  General  Thomas 
died  on  the  2d  instant. 

So  far  from  being  able  to  procure  two  thousand  Indians 
to  join  us,  I  shall  be  extremely  happy  if  we  can  prevent 
them  from  acting  against  us,  and  I  believe  nothing  will  do 
it  but  the  spirited  measure  I  proposed  in  my  last  of  the  8th 
instant  to  Congress,  and  the  taking  post  at  Fort  Stanwix. 

If  any  Militia  should  come  up,  1  shall  certainly  employ 
them  on  the  communication,  and  send  on  the  troops.  I  have 
already  ordered  three  companies  of  Van  Schaick's  from 
Ticonderoga,  as  the  exchanged  prisoners  were  to  be  em- 
ployed there  ;  but  if  the  Militia  should  take  it  in  their  heads 
to  leave  Fort  George,  Ticonderoga,  inc.,  it  will  be  difficult 
to  carry  on  the  provisions  for  the  Army. 

First,  Twenty-Fourth,  Thirty-First,  Thirty-Fourth,  Fifty-Third,  and  Six- 
ty-Second Regiments,  under  embarkation  orders,  are  destined  for  Canada, 
except  the  Royal  Highlanders,  the  Foot  Guards,  and  Burgoyne'a  Light- 
Horse,  which  are  to  be  sent  to  General  Howe.  To  prevent,  if  possible, 
a  famine  among  the  King's  troops  this  summer  in  .America,  every  indi- 
vidual who  is  going  out  on  service  with  the  armament  under  sailing  or- 
ders, has  six  months'  provisions  put  on  board  for  him  from  hence.  What 
an  enormous  expense  for  victualling  and  tonnage  only  !  The  two  Ge- 
nerals, Carleton  and  Ho-we,  are  each  to  be  allowed  four  Aids-de-Camp. 
Tw9  of  the  Hessian  Major-Generals  are  to  be  appointed  by  our  Court 
Lieutenant-Generals  on  the  American  service,  and  to  ha^  e  extra  pay  ac- 
cordingly. Though  there  is  a  clause  in  the  Hessian  'J'reaty  that  no 
soldier  shall  be  suffered  to  settle  in  America  without  the  consent  of  his 
commanding  officer,  it  is  generally  believed  that  very  few  will  ever  re- 
tarn,  as  it  is  most  probable  that  those  who  do  not  get  their  brains 
knocked  out  will  insist  upon  staying  among  their  own  countrymen  who 
have  emigrated  there. 

March  28. — Yesterday  morning  the  Guards  destined  for  America 
were  mustered  on  Wimbledon  Common  by  their  officers,  and  immediately 
marched  for  Portsmouth.  They  had  twenty  field-pieces  with  them,  and 
thirty  wagons,  which  carried  all  their  baggage.  They  will  arrive  at 
Portsmouth  to-morrow.  The  brigade  of  Guards  now  on  their  march 
lor  Portsmouth  to  embark  for  America,  are  to  be  quartered  in  the  Bar- 
lacks  of  that  place  till  the  transports  are  ready  for  their  reception.  All 
the  General  Officers,  and  many  others  in  military  commarrd  in  America, 
are,  it  is  said,  nominated  as  delegates  in  commission,  to  pardon  the  sub- 
mitting Colonies.  The  transports  which  sailed  with  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
after  they  had  landed  the  troops  they  had  on  board,  were  to  sail  for  the 
Leeward  Islands,  to  take  in  two  Regiments  of  Foot,  which  are  to 
•erve  in  America.  Upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  tons  of  shipping  that 
were  taken  up  in  the  tiver  a  few  days  since  in  Government  service,  are 
discharged  from  the  employ.  Letters  from  Cork;  daled  the  19th  instant, 
mention  that  upwards  of  twelve  sail  of  transports  were  then  in  sight  of 
the  Cove,  and  that  a  man-of  war  came  in  that  day.  The  Kagle  man- 
of-war.  Admiral  Ho-uie,  has  got  no  further  than  tlie  J\'ore  yet,  but  lies 
there  to  receive  seamen  from  the  ships  in  ordinary  at  Chatham.  The 
Lvcretia,  Captain  Wilson,  with  recruits  on  board,  bound  to  America, 
la  put  into  Plymouth  by  stress  of  weather,  having  met  with  some  damage. 
The  Woodland,  Captain  Manners,  from  London,  with  ordnance  stores, 
bound  for  Quebeck,  is  arrived  at  Portsmouth.  Yesterday  the  common 
crier  of  this  city,  attended  by  other  officers,  read  at  the  Jioijal  Exchange 
and  at  Holborn  Bars  the  King's  Proclamation  for  a  further  encourage- 
ment to  sailors  to  enter  on  board  the  ships  of  war.  It  was  afterwards 
stuck  up  in  divers  parts  of  the  city. 


Yesterday  morning  upwards  of  a  hundred  baiTels  of  flour 
left  Fort  George.  I  suppose  thrice  that  quantity  left  it  to- 
day, and  by  Saturday  next  I  expect  fifteen  hundred  barrels 
will  be  sent,  together  with  three  hundred  barrels  pork  lately 
arrived  here ;  after  which  none  will  be  left  unless  a  fresh 
supply  comes  from  ]\iew-York,  which  I  hope  will  be  the 
soonest  possible. 

I  do  not  wish  that  Lady  Johnson  should  be  permitted  to 
go  to  any  place  where  she  may  escape,  as  her  detention 
may  induce  her  husband  to  seek  an  accommodation. 

1  am,  dear  sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  I  believe  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  going 
into  Tryon  County  myself. 

Committee-Chamber,  Albany,  June  8,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir:  We  have  this  moment  received  from 
the  Mohawk  River  an  account  of  an  intended  attack  of  the 
upper  Indians  against  our  western  frontiers,  a  copy  of  which 
information  we  herewith  enclose  you.  We  have  immedi- 
ately written  to  the  Provincial  Congress  for  a  further  supply 
of  ammunition.  Upon  so  alarming  an  occasion  we  find  it 
necessary  to  apply  to  you  for  advice  and  assistance.  We 
beg  of  you,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  to  give  us  both, 
together  with  such  directions  for  our  conduct  as  you  may 
conceive  will  best  answer  the  purpose  of  opposing  the 
attempts  of  the  savages  and  their  more  savage  instigators. 

We  are,  honoured  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servants. 

By  order :  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

To  General  Philip  Schuyler. 

German  Flats,  June  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  This  minute  an  express  came  from  one  of 
our  best  Indians,  with  the  news  that  a  great  number  of  the 
far  Indians  had  arrived  at  Oneida,  and  were  on  their  march 
down  ;  so  we  sent  an  express  yesterday  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Johnstown,  with  the  news  which  we  got  yesterday 
from  Fort  Stamvix ;  but  could  get  no  assistance  ;  so  there- 
fore the  necessity  requires  that  you  will  come  up  with  your 
regiment  immediately,  to  meet  them  without  delay,  or  we 
shall  all  be  slaughtered ;  and  send  the  orders  to  the  next 
regiment  with  speed. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  your  humble  servant, 

Frederick  Bellinger. 
To  Colonel  Frederick  Fisher,  Mohawk  District. 


GENERAL    ARNOLD   TO    GENERAL    SULLIVAN. 

Chambly,  June  10,  1776. 

,  Dear  General  :  I  went  to  St.  Johns  yesterday,  where  I 
found  everything  in  the  greatest  confusion — not  one  stroke 
done  to  fortify  the  camp — the  Engineer  a  perfect  sot — at 
that  and  this  near  three  thousand  sick.  I  have  given  orders 
that  the  sick  draw  only  half  rations  in  future.  I  have  order- 
ed Colonel  Antill  to  St.  Johns,  and  an  abattis  and  lines  to 
be  immediately  begun,  to  enclose  the  two  old  forts  and  an 
encampment,  sufficient  to  hold  six  thousand  men.  I  am 
fully  of  opinion  not  one  minute  ought  to  be  lost  in  securing 
our  retreat,  and  saving  our  heavy  cannon,  baggage,  and  pro- 
visions. The  enemy  will  never  attack  you  at  Sorel.  Their 
force  is  doubtless  much  superior  to  ours,  and  we  have  no 
advice  of  any  reinforcements.  Shall  we  sacrifice  the  few 
men  we  have  by  endeavouring  to  keep  possession  of  a  small 
part  of  the  country  which  can  be  of  little  or  no  service  to 
us  ?  The  junction  of  the  Canadians  with  the  Colonies — an 
object  which  brought  us  into  this  country — is  now  at  an  end. 
Let  us  quit  them,  and  secure  our  own  country  before  it  is 
too  late.  There  will  be  more  honour  in  making  a  safe  re- 
treat than  hazarding  a  battle  against  such  superiority,  which 
will  doubtless  be  attended  with  the  loss  of  men,  artillery, 
&ic.,  and  the  only  pass  to  our  country.  These  arguments 
are  not  urged  by  fear  for  my  personal  safety :  I  am  content 
to  be  the  last  man  who  quits  this  country,  and  fall,  so  that 
my  country  rise.     But  let  us  not  fall  all  together. 

The  goods  I  seized  at  Montreal  and  sent  to  Chambly, 
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under  the  care  of  Major  Scott,  have  been  broken  open, 
plundered,  and  huddled  together  in  the  greatest  confusion. 
They  were  taken  in  such  a  hurry  it  was  impossible  to  take 
a  particular  account  of  them.  Each  man's  name  was  mark- 
ed on  his  packages.  When  Major  Scott  arrived  at  Cham- 
bly,  he  received  your  positive  orders  to  repair  to  Sorcl.  The 
guard  was  ordered  to  return,  and  the  goods  to  be  delivered 
Colonel  Hazen  to  be  stored.  He  refused  receiving  or  taking 
any  care  of  them,  by  which  means,  and  Major  Scotfs 
being  ordered  away,  the  goods  have  been  opened  and  plun- 
dered, I  believe  to  a  large  amount.  It  is  impossible  for  me 
to  distinguish  each  man's  goods,  or  ever  settle  with  the  pro- 
prietor. The  goods  are  delivered  to  Mr.  McCarthy.  This 
is  not  the  first  or  last  order  Colonel  Hazcn  has  disobeyed. 
I  think  him  a  man  of  loo  much  consequence  for  the  post  he 
is  in.  I  am  giving  him  ordere  to  send  directly  to  St.  Johns 
all  the  heavy  cannon,  shot,  powder,  batteaus,  valuable 
stores,  and  the  sick.  1  go  to  Montreal  immediately,  and 
beg  to  have  your  ordere  as  soon  as  possible,  for  my  future 
conduct. 

I  am,  with  respect  and  esteem,  dear  General,  your  obedi- 
ent, humble  servant,  q    Arnold. 
To  General  Sullivan. 

P.  S.  If  you  should  think  proper  to  retire  to  St.  Johns, 
will  it  not  be  best  to  order  a  number  of  carts  to  be  ready 
herefrom  all  the  neighbouring  parishes,  and  enforce  your 
order  by  sending  a  number  of  armed  men  to  secure  them  ? 

B.  A. 


GOVERNOUR    TRUMBULL    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[June  15,  1776.     Referred  to  the  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance.] 

Hartford,  June  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  last 
of  the  4th  instant,  enclosing  resolutions  of  Congress  for  fur- 
nishing more  troops  for  common  defence,  as  also  for  trans- 
portation of  cannon  from  Newport  and  New-London.  As 
the  General  Assembly,  which  had  but  just  finished  the  ses- 
sion before  these  papers  came  to  hand,  have  ordered  three 
regiments  to  be  raised — one  for  Boston,  one  for  New-London, 
and  one  with  a  view  to  New-York,  if  occasion  required — 
should  suppose  that  the  fii-st  and  last  of  these  might  be 
ordered  to  Canada,  to  supply  the  fifteen  hundred  for  that 
quarter,  so  that,  if  these  go  northward,  we  hope  to  be 
excused  from  sending  any  eastward,  especially  as  our  own 
internal  security  must  at  the  same  lime  be  provided  for. 
The  Assembly  also  have  ordered  one-third  part  of  the  Mili- 
tia upon  the  sea-coast,  and  one-fourth  in  the  more  interior 
part  of  the  Colony,  to  be  immediately  engaged  for  defence 
of  this  and  the  adjoining  Colonies,  with  an  allowance  of 
forty  shillings  for  furnishing  themselves  with  arms,  accou- 
trements, blankets,  knapsacks,  &ic.  These  are  to  be  called 
upon  as  exigencies  happen,  and  to  remain  in  service  three 
months ;  but  must  request  that  the  General  be  directed  not 
to  call  them  to  march  out  of  the  Colony  until  it  is  absolutely 
necessary,  when  they  can  soon  be  on  the  spot.  If  New- 
London  is  not  stripped  of  cannon,  I  hope  the  Sound  may  be 
kept  free,  and  transports  may  very  readily  carry  our  troops 
to  the  place  of  destination.  I  have  this  day  ordered  the 
Assembly  again  to  be  convened,  to  lay  before  them  the 
whole  of  the  matters  you  have  mentioned,  which  certainly 
are  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  am  under  no  apprehen- 
sion but  that  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  will  exert  every 
nerve  in  this  critical  moment,  as  far  as  can  possibly  consist 
with  their  own  internal  security  and  the  cultivation  of  their 
lands. 

It  will  be  with  much  reluctance  to  be  obliged  to  part 
with  the  fourteen  cannon,  after  we  had  mounted  them 
upon  carriages  and  placed  them  in  the  births,  and  cannot 
but  persuade  myself  that  Congress  will  not  insist  upon  the 
resolution,  when  it  is  considered  of  how  much  importance 
New-London  may  be,  and  how  easily  defensible,  which  can 
never  be  the  case  with  respect  to  Rhode-Island. 

Enclosed  is  the  appointment  of  the  Field-OlTicers,  in 
order  to  be  commissioned,  as  also  a  list  of  other  officers  for 
the  Continental  battalion,  for  your  observation. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Trumbull, 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


COMMITTEES    OF    MILFORD    AND    STRATFORD,    CONNECTICUT. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Authority,  Selectmen,  and  Commit- 
tees of  Inspection  of  the  Towns  of  Milford  and  Stratford, 
liolden  by  adjournment,  at  the  Ferry-House  in  Milford,  on 
the  lOlhof  Jitnc,  1776. 

This  meeting,  taking  into  consideration  the  necessity  of 
adopting  some  mode  whereby  to  prevent  the  communication 
of  all  such  persons  as  are  suspected  to  be  unfriendly  to  the 
cause  oi  American  liberty,  and  from  holding  any  correspon- 
dence, association,  or  combination,  (either  by  letter  or  other- 
wise,) whereby  the  joint  efforts  of  the  United  Colonies  may 
be  greatly  injured,  and  that  all  inimically  disposed  persons 
and  their  horrid  Tory  plans  may  be  discovered  and  de- 
tected. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  Thkt  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Autho- 
rity, Selectmen,  Committee  of  Inspection,  Commissioned 
Officers,  Constables,  Grand  Jurors,  Tavern-Keepers,  and 
Ferrymen,  and  that  they  be,  and  are  hereby,  appointed 
Inspectors,  to  search  and  examine  all  transient  travelling 
suspected  persons ;  and  if  such  persons  cannot  give  satis- 
faction to  said  Inspectors  that  they  are  friendly  and  weli- 
affected  to  the  cause  oi  American  liberty,  said  Inspectors 
are  hereby  authorized  to  bring  such  suspected  person  or 
persons  before  some  proper  authority  for  further  examina- 
tion in  the  premises. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  the  Authority,  Committees, 
8ic.,  of  other  neighbouring  Towns,  to  adopt  sotne  method 
similar  to  the  foregoing  Resolve,  that  the  good  intention 
hereby  proposed  may  be  more  generally  and  fully  answer- 
ed ;  and  for  this  purpose,  Mr.  Holt  be  desired  to  publish 
the  above  Resolve  in  his  paper. 

By  order  of  the  Meeting : 

John  Brooks,  Sen.,  Clerk. 


COMMITTEE    OF    NEW-FAIRFIELD,    CONNECTICUT. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  Committee  of  Inspection,  convened  at 
New-Fairfeld,  on  the  10th  day  of  June,  1776,  consisting 
of  detachments  of  said  New-Fairfeld  Committee,  and  the 
Committees  of  Inspection  of  the  Towns  of  Kent,  New- 
Milford,  and  Danbury,  at  the  joint  request  of  the  major 
part  of  said  New-Fairfield  Committee,  and  Ephraim  Huh- 
bel,  one  of  the  members  of  said  New-Fairfield  Committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  and  reconciling  certain  mis- 
understandings and  difficulties  which  have  taken  place  in 
said  New-Fairfield  Committee  consequent  upon  a  publica- 
tion made  by  said  New-Fairfield,  Committee  in  the  Connec- 
ticut Courant,  on  the  26th  ol' February,  respecting  Ephraim 
Hubbel,  Esq.,  one  of  the  members  of  said  Neiv-Fairfield 
Committee : 

And  this  Committee  having  duly  considered  the  premises, 
and  finding  that  the  operation  of  said  publication  has  had 
an  injurious  effect  on  the  character  of  said  Hubbel,  as  he  is 
thereby  viewed  as, being  inimical  to  the  freedom  and  rights 
of  the  United  Colonies,  which  not  being  intended  by  said 
New-Fairfield  Committee,  and  said  Esquire  Hubbel  having 
made  due  satisfaction  by  a  confession  of  this  date  on  file  to 
said  Committee,  of  which  he  is  a  inember,  for  certain  inad- 
vertencies of  his,  which  have  been  the  cause  of  some  un- 
easinesses which  have  taken  place  in  said  New-Fairfield 
Committee,  and  as  those  difficulties  in  said  Committee  have 
arisen  rather  from  certain  differences  of  opinion  between  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  said  Committee  and  said  Es- 
quire Hubbel  respecting  the  method  of  proceeding  in  their 
business  as  Committee,  he,  than  from  any  want  of  friend- 
ship to  the  cause  of  liberty  in  any  member  of  said  Commit- 
tee, each  of  whom  has  given  abundant  proof  of  his  zeal 
in  the  defence  of  the  just  rights  of  the  country ;  and  which 
difficulties  and  misunderetandings  being  now  reconciled,  this 
publication  is  made  that  not  only  the  effects  of  the  former 
publication  may  cease,  but  that  the  publick  may  be  assured  of 
the  united  endeavours  of  said  Committee  steadfastly  to  pur- 
sue, as  they  have  ever  done,  the  best  good  of  our  coimtry. 

Signed  per  order :  John  Page,   Chairman. 

Attest:  James  Potter,   Clerk. 


CONSIDERATIONS  ON  THE  MODE  OV  ELECTING  DELEGATES 
TO  THE  GENERAL  CONGRESS. 

As  all  power  is  originally  from  the  people,  and  exercisable 
only  for  their  good,  and  unrestrained  naturally  swells  into 
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tyranny,  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  for  the  people's 
safety,  when  they  delegate  an  authority,  that  they  retain  in 
their  own  hands  an  elTectual  check  over  it,  to  prevent  its 
being  employed,  contrary  to  its  design,  for  their  destruction  ; 
for  power  without  control  is  tyranny  ;  and  unlimited  subjec- 
tioii,  without  any  means  of  redress,  is  slavery.  And  the 
question  is,  in  framing  a  new  Constitution,  how  this  shall  be 
done?  The  supreme  Legislature  having  power  to  make 
laws,  and  constitute  all  judicial  and  executive  officers  ame- 
nable to  itself,  is  both  necessary  and  safe  for  the  people ;  for 
the  honour  and  interest  of  the  Legislature,  as  well  as  the 
safety  of  the  people,  are  concerned  in  having  the  laws  duly 
executed.  The  difference  between  legislative  and  executive 
powers  are  too  obvious  to  need  a  moment's  reflection.  To 
constitute  legislators  with  power  to  make  other  legislators,  is 
erecting  a  supreme  authority  upon  a  supreme  authority  ;  the 
former  elective  only  by  the  latter,  and  totally  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  people.  If  the  Delegates  to  the  General  Congress 
are  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Assemblies,  then,  in  case 
they  mis-conduct,  encroach  upon,  and  invade  the  rights  of 
the  people,  the  people  will  have  no  certain  means  of  redress 
left  them ;  they  may  change  their  Assemblies,  but  this  may 
not  alter  the  Delegates  ;  the  next  Assembly  may  choose  the 
same,  and  approve  their  measures,  and  the  people  may  con- 
tinue to  alter  their  Assemblies,  yet  the  obnoxious  Delegates 
and  their  oppressive  measures  be  continued.  Thus  the  peo- 
ple may  be  aggrieved  and  oppressed,  without  the  power  of 
redress. 

Again,  I  query,  if  such  a  power  can  be  delegated,  can 
any  freeman  empower  another  to  vote  for  him  in  the  choice 
of  Govemour  and  Council,  Stc?  If  one  may,  all  may.  And 
is  there  any  difference  between  this  and  the  freemen's  dele- 
gating the  power  of  choosing  members  of  Congress  to  the 
General  Assembly  ?  Will  it  not  be  most  safe  ?  The  peo- 
ple most  certainly  will  be  less  likely  to  betray  their  liber- 
ties and  privileges  than  any  other.  Will  it  not  render  more 
satisfactory  and  important  the  regulations  of  Congress,  to 
be  formed  by  Delegates,  in  the  election  of  whom  all  had  a 


other  criminal  conduct.  And  as  it  is  thought  that  the  proper 
proportion  ought  to  be  one  Delegate  to  thirty  thousand  in- 
habitants, seven,  at  that  rate,  will  be  the  proportion  of  Con- 
necticut;  let  the  freemen,  on  freemen's  meeting  day  in  Sep- 
tember, give  in  their  suffrages  for  twelve  persons,  whom  they 
w-ould  choose  to  stand  in  nomination,  out  of  whom  seven  to 
be  chosen  in  the  sjjring,  to  serve  as  Delegates  to  the  General 
Congress  the  ensuing  year ;  said  Delegates  to  be  incapable 
of  being  chosen  for  more  than  three  years  successively,  and 
until  three  years  are  elapsed  from  their  having  been  thus 
successively  appointed  ;  that  the  members  of  Congress  may, 
at  the  time  of  enacting  regulations  for  others,  consider  them 
likewise  for  themselves ;  and  while  acting  as  rulers  have  the 
feelings  of  subjects.  J,  JJ^ 

Connecticut,  June  10,  1776. 
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Further,  it  is  a  right  inherent  in  every  free  agent,  of  which 
he  cannot  be  divested,  and  of  which  he  cannot  safely  divest 
himself,  for  he  thereby  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  another 
to  enslave  him,  by  putting  it  out  of  his  own  power  to  prevent 
and  redress  it.  Every  one  is  tenacious  of  borrowed  power ; 
and  shall  the  people,  in  whom  alone  power  resides  in  its  na- 
tive, original  state,  be  indifferent  about  it  ? 

It  may  be  objected,  that  if  the  Delegates  are  chosen  by 
the  freemen,  they  will  not  be  amenable  to  the  Assembly. 
To  which  I  answer,  that  this  consequence  will  not  follow ; 
for  the  regulations  prescribing  the  mode  of  their  appoint- 
ment, granting  and  defining  the  powers  they  shall  have,  and 
directing  to  whom  they  shall  be  amenable,  are  yet  to  be 
formed.  The  Governour  and  Council,  Stc,  are  chosen  by 
the  freemen,  and  yet  are  amenable  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, by  force  of  the  Constitution  under  which  they  are 
chosen.  As  the  General  Assembly  of  each  Colony  is  the 
Legislature  thereof,  invested  witii  supreme  powers  of  Go- 
vernment therein,  and  may  not  be  infringed  upon  by  the 
General  Congress,  the  Delegates  from  each  Colony  must 
be  amenable  to  their  respective  Assemblies  for  any  unjust 
encroachments  on  their  rights,  or  the  people  under  their 
Government ;  and  their  being  amenable  to  the  General 
Assembly  does  not  depend  on  their  being  elected  by  that 
body,  but  on  the  regulations  under  which  they  shall  be 
elected.  The  power  of  the  General  Congress  must  extend 
to  all  matters  of  common  concernment,  as  making  war  and 
peace,  sending  and  receiving  ambassadors,  levying  troops 
and  paying  them,  constructing  a  navy,  and  to  every  other 
thing  proper  and  necessary  for  the  safety  of  tiie  whole ;  to 
form  general  regulations  respecting  maritime  affairs ;  and  to 
'decide  all  controversies  between  Colony  and  Colony, relative 
to  their  limits  and  boundaries,  and  to  superintend  and  regu- 
late every  other  matter  and  thing  that  concerns  the  whole, 
and  doth  not  come  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  any 
particular  Assembly  or  Provincial  Congress.  For  these  pur- 
poses the  Delegates  are  Jo  be  appointed,  and  must  have 
power  given  them  competent  therefor ;  for  the  abuse  or  mis- 
use of  which,  to  be  accountable  not  only  to  their  constitu- 
ents, by  being  dropped  at  the  next  election,  but  also  to  the 
General  Assemblies  of  their  respective  Colonies,  and  be 
liable  to  be  recalled  or  displaced  for  gross  negligence,  or 


Hartford,  June  17,1776. 

By  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  at  Albany,  we  are  informed 
that  the  Honourable  General  Thomas  died  of  the  small-pox 
at  Chambly  about  a  fortnight  since. 

Since  our  last,  advice  has  been  received  in  town  from 
Albany  that  a  large  number  of  the  Mohawk  tribe  of  Indians, 
headed  by  Sir  Mm  Johnson,  had  come  down  the  Mohawk 
River  in  a  hostile  manner,  and  that  General  Schuyler  had 
marched  with  a  body  of  troops  to  meet  them.  We  have 
not  yet  received  any  further  particulars. 

Govei-nour  Trumbull  has  received  an  express  from  the 
Continental  Congress  desiring  him  to  lose  no  time  in  raising 
men,  as  certain  intelligence  is  received  that  New-York  will 
be  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  a  few  days. 

Newport,  June  10,  1776. 

Last  Saturday  arrived  here  the  ship  True-Blue,  of  three 
hundred  tons,  taken  about  fourteen  days  past  by  the  brig 
C'oiof;,  Captain  Hinman;  her  cargo  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  puncheons  and  twenty-two  hogsheads  of  rum  ; 
eighty-four  hogsheads,  twenty  tierces,  and  eighteen  barrels 
of  sugar ;  twenty-three  tierces  of  coffee  ;  sixty  bags  and  two 
casks  of  pimento  ;  two  hundred  bags  and  ten  casks  of  ginger; 
one  hundred  and  eighty-two  bags  of  cotton,  and  forty-eight 
hides.  She  was  from  Jamaica,  bound  to  Lancaster,  in  Eng- 
land, mounted  six  carriage  guns,  and  had  sixteen  men,  but 
made  no  resistance.  Captain  Hinman  was  waiting  for  a 
ship  of  six  hundred  tons  when  this  prize  left  him. 

A  Philadelphia  armed  pilot-boat  has  lately  carried  into 
Cape-Anne  a  Jamaica  ship,  homeward  bound,  with  four 
hundred  hogsheads  of  sugar,  one  hundred  puncheons  of  rum, 
a  large  quantity  of  cotton  and  coffee,  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars  in  cash. 

A  gentleman  who  left  the  Vineyard  on  Monday  informs 
that  some  Continental  cruisers  or  privateers  had  sent  a  ship 
of  three  hundred  tons  in  there,  loaded  with  sugar,  rum,  and 
Madeira  wine,  bound  from  Jamaica  to  England;  and  they 
had  taken  three  or  four  more,  which  weie  to  make  the  first 
port  they  could.  The  above  ship  was  to  be  carried  into 
Dartmouth  the  first  wind. 

Walertown,  June  10,  1776. 

On  Monday,  the  3d  instant,  one  of  the  Continental  fri- 
gates, of  twenty-four  guns,  built  at  Newburyport,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Honourable  Thomas  Cushing,  Esquire,  was 
launched  in  view  of  a  great  number  of  spectators ;  she  is 
highly  approved  of  by  ail  who  are  judges,  as  a  very  fine 
ship  ;  she  is  built  with  the  very  best  of  timber,  and  the  work- 
manship is  complete. 

Tuesday  last  arrived  safe  at  Newburyport  a  sloop  from 
Tortola  and  a  schooner  from  Barbadoes,  as  prizes,  taken  by 
Captain  O'Brien,  in  one  of  this  Colony's  cruizers,  who  was 
left  in  chase  of  a  ship  when  the  above  prizes  parted  with 
him. 

Thursday  last  was  sent  into  Cape-Anne  a  large  Jamaica- 
man,  with  five  hundred  hogsheads  of  sugar,  besides  other 
valuable  goods,  and  a  large  sum  in  specie.  She  was  taken 
by  one  of  the  Continental  cruisers,  wlio  put  the  Captain,  his 
lady,  and  all  the  hands  (which  did  not  voluntarily  enter  on 
board  the  cruiser)  ashore  at  New-Providence.  The  prize- 
master  of  the  ship,  on  his  passage  from  the  West-Indies,  met 
with  a  Scotch  vessel  of  force,  with  ninety  soldiei-s,  bound  for 
Boston,  on  board  of  which  he  breakfasted,  and  told  the 
Scotch  Captain  he  was  destined  from  Jamaica  for  London, 
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but  as  ho  thought  sugars  would  bear  a  better  price  at  Boston, 
he  had  thoughts  of  trying  that  market  first.  The  Scotchman 
being  a  stranger  to  this  coast  desired  the  prizomaster  to  pilot 
him  in,  which  he  agreed  to,  and  conducted  him  almost  into 
Cape- Anne,  when  he,  observing  two  of  our  privateers  appear- 
ing in  sight,  discovered  the  trap,  and  being  considerably  to 
the  windward,  made  the  best  of  his  way  off. 

Friday  last  Captain  Daniel  Waters,  in  company  with 
a  Marblehead  privateer,  look  a  large  ship,  from  Scotland, 
having  on  board  ninety-four  Highlanders,  between  thirty 
and  forty  sailors  for  the  Ministerial  fleet,  and  forty  pieces  of 
cannon,  four  and  six  pounders,  besides  six  mounted  on  deck, 
&ic.  The  Marblehead  privateer  took  sixty  of  the  soldiers 
on  board  and  carried  them  to  Plymouth.  Captain  Waters, 
with  the  prize  and  remainder,  arrived  safe  at  Marblehead  on 
Saturday.  It  is  said  this  is  the  ship  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding paragraph. 

We  hear  another  ship,  with  troops,  which  sailed  from 
Glasgow  in  company  with  the  above,  is  lost,  and  every  soul 
perished. 

GENERAL  WARD  TO  JAMES  WARREN. 

Boston,  June  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  now  many  more  prisoners  of  war  than  can 
be  accommodated  in  the  Jail  in  this  town ;  therefore  must 
request  the  honourable  General  Assembly  to  provide  proper 
places  for  the  reception  of  those  now  here,  and  for  such  as 
may  arrive. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 

To  the  Hon.  James  Warren,  Esq.,  Waiertown. 


MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  10,  1776. 

Whereas  the  efforts  of  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Bri- 
tain, in  pursuing  their  plan  for  destroying  the  rights,  interests, 
and  security  of  all  the  United  Colonies,  appear  to  be  such 
as  to  make  it  necessary  for  us  to  provide  in  the  most  effec- 
tual manner  for  our  safety  against  the  great  force  they  are 
determined  to  send  against  us ;  and  those  forces  now  raised 
for  the  defence  of  this  Colony  may  not  be  sufficient  for  that 
purpose :  It  is  therefore 

Resolved,  That  two  more  Regiments — each  to  consist  of 
eight  Companies,  and  each  Company  to  consist  of  one  Cap- 
tain, two  Lieutenants,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one 
Drummer,  one  Fifer,  and  seventy-six  Privates  ;  to  be  under 
the  field  command  of  one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
and  one  Major ;  all  which  commission  officei-s  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  this  Court,  and  the  non-commission  officers  ap- 
pointed by  their  respective  Captains — shall  be  immediately 
raised  within  this  Colony,  and  shall  be  holden  to  serve  under 
such  commands,  and  to  do  duty  in  sufjh  places  as  the  Gene- 
ral Court  shall  from  time  to  time  order  within  this  Colony, 
from  the  day  of  their  inlistment  until  the  1st  day  oi  July, 
A.  D.  1777,  unless  the  service  shall  admit  of,  and  the 
General  Court  of  this  Colony  shall  order  them  to  be  sooner 
disbanded.  And  the  Officers  of  the  several  Regiments  of 
Militia  within  this  Colony,  and  the  several  Committees  of 
Correspondence,  Sic,  and  the  Selectmen,  are  hereby  direct- 
ed, without  fail,  to  afford  their  utmost  assistance  in  raising 
the  said  Regiments  with  the  greatest  despatch,  as  they  regard 
the  interest  of  their  country  and  the  approbation  of  this 
Court. 

And  it  is  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
each  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  as  wages,  for  every  calendar 
month  during  their  continuance  in  the  said  service,  the  follow- 
ing sums,  respectively,  viz:  To  the  Colonel,  twelve  pounds; 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  nine  pounds  twelve  shillings;  Major, 
eight  pounds  ;  each  Captain,  six  pounds  ;  each  First  Lieuten- 
ant, four  pounds;  each  Second  Lieutenant,  three  pounds  ten 
shillings  ;  each  Sergeant,  two  pounds  eight  shillings  ;  each 
Corporal  and  Drummer,  two  pounds  four  shillings ;  each 
Fifer  and  Private  Soldier,  two  pounds.  And  the  time  of  ser- 
vice of  each  Non-Commissioned  Officer  and  Soldier  shall  be 
computed  from  the  fourth  day  next  preceding  their  march 
from  home  to  the  time  of  their  discharge ;  and  allowing  for 
their  return  home,  that  is  to  say,  at  the  rate  of  one  day  for 
every  twenty  miles  travel ;  also,  there  shall  be  allowed  one 
penny  per  mile  to  each  man,  to  compensate  his  expenses  in 
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his  travel  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  at  the  same  rate 
to  bear  his  expenses  in  his  return  home ;  his  travelling  ex- 
penses to  the  camp  to  be  paid  by  himself,  and  to  be  com- 
pensated at  the  rate  above-said  on  his  arrival  there. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  each  Non-Commissioned 
Officer  and  Private  Soldier  shall  equip  and  provide  himself 
widi  a  good  effoclive  Fire-arm,  and  Bayonet  fitted  to  his 
arm,  a  Cartridge-box,  Knapsack,  and  Blanket.  And  no 
Non-Commissioned  Officer  or  Private  Soldier  shall  be  allow- 
ed to  pass  muster  without  being  so  equipped  and  provided : 
Provided,  nevertheless.  That  any  able-bodied  and  effoclive 
Non-Commissioned  Officer  or  Soldier,  who  shall  be  unable 
to  furnish  himself  with  a  good  effoclive  Fire-arm,  Bayonet, 
and  Cartridge-box,  shall  be  furnished  therewith  by  the  Com- 
missary-General of  this  Colony,  upon  a  receipt  given  there- 
for by  his  Captain,  and  to  have  twelve  shillings  deducted 
from  his  wages  for  the  use  thereof,  and  that  the  same  shall 
be  returned  at  the  time  of  his  leaving  said  service,  or  in 
default  thereof  that  the  whole  value  (to  be  specified  in  said 
receipt)  shall  be  deducted  from  said  wages,  unless  unavoid- 
ably lost  in  service.  And  the  said  Regiments  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  supplied  with  the  same  articles  of  subsistence  as 
are  ordered  and  provided  for  the  Regiments  lately  raised  by 
this  Colony. 

And  there  shall  be  appointed  by  this  Court  for  each  of 
said  Regiments,  one  Adjutant,  one  Chaplain,  one  Commis- 
sary, one  Quartermaster,  one  Surgeon,  and  one  Surgeon's 
Mate,  to  be  on  the  following  establishment  of  pay,  by  the 
calendar  month,  viz :  To  the  Adjutant,  five  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings ;  Chaplain,  six  pounds ;  Commissary,  four  pounds ; 
Quartermaster,  three  pounds ;  Surgeon,  seven  pounds ;  Sur- 
geon's Mate,  four  pounds. 

And  for  the  further  encouragement  to  said  Non-Commis- 
sioned Officers  and  Private  Soldiers  to  inlist  into  said  Regi- 
ments : 

/;;  is  Resolved,  That  each  Non-Commissioned  Officer 
and  Private  Soldier,  on  his  passing  muster,  shall  receive  one 
month's  advance  wages ;  and  also  nine  dollars  to  enable  him 
to  furnish  himself  with  a  Coat  and  Blanket,  provided  he  shall 
inlist  into  either  of  said  Regiments  on  or  before  the  10th 
day  of  July  next — said  last-mentioned  sum  to  be  paid  on 
his  inlistment ;  and  the  Colonel  of  each  Regiment  shall  be 

paid  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury  the  sum  of for  that 

purpose ;  and  all  Recruiting  Officers  intrusted  with  money 
for  paying  the  bounty  shall  be  held  to  refund  all  moneys 
paid  to  such  as  do  not  pass  muster.  And  no  Negroes  are  to 
be  admitted  into  said  Regiments.  And  the  Commissary- 
General  aforesaid  is  hereby  directed,  as  soon  as  a  Commis- 
sary is  chosen  for  the  above-said  purpose,  to  deliver  him  a 
sufficient  number  of  Tents,  utensils  to  cook  in,  and  Intrench- 
ing Tools  for  each  of  said  Regiments. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Captains  in  said 
Regiments  be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to  return  in  to  the 
Secretary's  Office  the  Muster-Rolls  of  their  respective  Com- 
panies, attested  on  oath,  and  vouched  by  the  original  inlist- 
ments,  on  the  1st  of  October  next,  in  order  for  their  being 
paid  their  wages ;  and  so  at  the  expiration  of  each  three 
niontlis  during  their  continuance  in  service. 


ALFORD,  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY,  (MASSACHUSETTS,)  COMMITTEE. 

Deodat  Ingersoll,  of  Alford,  in  the  County  of  Berkshire, 
and  Province  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  being  called  before 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection,  and  Safety, 
for  the  Town  of  Alford,  on  the  10th  day  of  June  current, 
to  answer  to  the  charge  of  having  violated  the  eleventh 
article  of  Continental  Association,  by  dealing  with  Jonathan 
Hill,  holden  up  to  the  publick  view  as  an  enemy  to  the 
liberties  of  America,  and  for  setting  at  defiance  the  Consti- 
tutional Committee  of  this  Province :  Upon  due  examina- 
tion had,  the  Committee  found  him  guilty  of  both  the  facts 
alleged  in  the  declaration.  And  the  said  Ingersoll  having 
had  a  convenient  time  for  consideration  and  retraction,  that 
he  might  reinstate  himself  in  the  good  opinion  of  his  coun- 
try, but  he  continuing  inflexibly  obstinate,  and  refusing  to 
make  any  satisfaction  to  the  Committee ;  the  Committee 
have  ordered  that  the  said  Deodat  Ingersoll  be  published, 
to  the  intent  that  all  true  friends  to  the  welfare  of  the  United 
Colonies  may  treat  him  with  that  neglect  and  contempt  due 
to  his  criminality. 

John  Hurlbut,  Chairman. 
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COLONEL    OILMAN    TO    NEW-HAMrSIIIHE    ASSEMBLY. 

Head-Quarters,  Portsmouth,  June  10,  1776. 

Mr.  Speakkb  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  :  Wlien 
1  was  appointed  to  tlie  arduous  though  agreeable  command 
of  the  troops  at  this  place,  it  was  with  the  greatest  satisfac- 
tion that  I  accepted  the  command  ;  though  conscious  to 
myself  unequal  to  tlie  important  trust  imposed  in  me,  yet, 
desirous  of  serving  my  country  in  general  and  Colony  in 
particular,  1  cheerfully  entered  the  service,  venturing  my  life 
and  all  in  the  cause  of  my  injured  country.    All  which  time  I 
have  been  in  the  service,  I  think  I  can  appeal  to  God  that  I 
have  endeavoured  to  do  my  duty  both  to  the  Colony  and 
troops  under  my  command.    But,  some  how  or  other,  I  seem 
to  have  lost  the  love  and  confidence  of  a  considerable  part 
of  that  honourable  body  from  whom  I  have  received   so 
many  signal  honoui-s,  in  that  they  have  preferred  a  gentle- 
man before  me,  whose  character  does  not  stand  so  clear  in  this 
time  of  difficulty  as  I  could  wish  ;   for  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  we  stand  in  need  of  the  wisdom  and  military  accom- 
plishments of  every  person,  of  which  that  gentleman,  by  in- 
formation, has  no  great  share.     Whether  the  charges  against 
him  are  just,  I  do  not  pretend  to  soy  ;  but  supposing  they  are, 
what  will  be  the  consequence  ?     Does  not  our  all  depend 
uiKin  officers  and  men  in  publick  aSairs  being  hearty  in  the 
cause  ?     Has  not  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress 
advised  that  no  suspected  persons  be  put  in  places  of  trust? 
Surely,  gendemen,  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  us  to  keep  out  all  unfriendly  persons.    Are  there  not  men 
enough  that  we  know  to  be  friendly,  without  taking  those 
who  have  never  appeared  in  the  publick  cause  ?     Gende- 
men, I  would  not  presume  to  dictate  to  so  worthy  a  body  of 
men,  but  only  give  my  poor  advice  as  a  member  of  society, 
who  expects  to  rise  or  fall  with  you ;  and  I  hope  you  will 
consider  the  matter ;  and  as  I  think  it  a  diminution  of  my 
honour  to  fall  from  a  Colonel  to  a  Lieutenant-Colonel,  I 
would  beg  that  the  vote  appointing  Captain  Dame  Colonel 
may  be  reconsidered,  and  I  have  the  indulgence  of  the  Court 
to  come  to  Eteier,  and  clear  up  some  things  that  I  understand 
laboured  on  the  minds  of  some  worthy  membei's  relative  to 
my  conduct,  so  as  to  stand  upon  an  equal   footing  with 
others ;  which  is  the  prayer  of  your  most  obedient  and  very 

humble  servant,  -r*  r^ 

'  David  Oilman. 

To  the  Honourable  General  Assembly  for  the  Colony  of 
New-Hampshire . 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LORD  GEORGE  GERMAINE  TO 
GENERAL  HOWE,  DATED  WHITEHALL,  JUNE  11,  1776. 

Your  letters  of  the  25th  o{  April,  and  7th  and  12th  of 
May,  together  with  the  enclosures,  have  been  received,  and  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  laying  them  before  his  Majesty. 

It  would  have  been  very  fortunate  if  the  despatches  to 
which  you  allude,  and  which  have  been  so  long  on  their 
passage,  had  reached  you  in  due  time,  and  it  gave  a  real 
satisfaction  to  learn  that  you  had  at  last  received  them. 

Your  attention  to  the  service,  in  sending  the  Forty -Seventh 
Regiment  to  ^uebeck,  is  highly  commendable;  but  I  trust 
the  forces  sent  from  Europe  lor  the  relief  of  that  place,  and 
the  reduction  of  the  neighbouring  country  to  their  obedience, 
will  fully  answer  those  purposes.  You  will  desire  General 
Carleton  to  return  you  that  regiment,  unless  he  shall  find 
that  the  situation  of  affairs  in  that  quarter  makes  it  neces- 
sary for  him  to  keep  it. 

Give  me  leave  to  express  my  satisfaction  on  the  safe  arri- 
val of  yourself  and  the  fleet  at  Halifax.  The  capture  of 
the  brig  was  an  unfortunate  circumstance ;  but  I  hope  that 
the  loss  of  the  shoes  and  woollen  articles,  whicii  were  on 
board,  have,  ere  this,  been  repaired  by  means  of  the  stores 
that  were  forwarded  in  the  ships  that  have  been  sent  from 
hence. 

His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  your  ap- 
pointment of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Paterson,  of  the  Sixty- 
Third  Regiment,  to  be  your  Adjutant-General,  and  I  shall 
certainly  pay  due  attention  to  your  recommendation  of 
M^or  Kemble. 

V  cannot  help  expressing  my  concern  that  so  many  of 
his  Majesty's  faithful  subjects  in  America  should  be  so  much 
distressed  for  the  want  of  provisions  that  it  is  necessary  for  you 
to  supply  them  from  the  King's  stores  ;  and  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  say  more  upon  so  delicate  a  business  than  that 


you  must  be  guided  by  your  own  feelings  and  humanity, 
which,  I  am  persuaded,  will  always  direct  you  right. 

In  answer  to  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter  o(  April  25, 
it  will  be  sufficient  for  me  to  observe,  that  your  brother  Lord 
Howe's  arrival  in  America  must  have  afforded  you  the 
most  pleasing,  as  well  as  most  convincing  proofs  of  the 
great  estimation  in  which  his  Majesty  holds  you,  and  of  the 
opinion  he  so  justly  entertains  of  your  ability  and  inclina- 
tion to  render  him  the  most  essential  services. 

His  Majesty  always  acts  upon  such  fixed  and  unalterable 
principles  of  justice,  that  he  will  never  withdraw  his  royal 
favour  and  confidence  from  any  of  his  servants,  without 
reason  ;  and  absence,  which  has  frequently  proved  fatal  to 
the  fortunes  of  even  the  most  meritorious  men,  will,  in  these 
days,  I  am  positive,  be  detrimental  to  none,  as  tlie  King 
seems  to  make  the  interests  of  those  who  are  abroad  in  his 
service  the  more  peculiar  and  more  immediate  objects  of 
his  care. 

The  whole  of  Brigadier-General  Roberisori's  behaviour 
is  deserving  of  great  commendations ;  and  his  Majesty  ap- 
proves of  your  having  appointed  him  to  act  as  Major-Gene- 
ral,  and  consents  that  he  should  continue  to  serve  in  Ame- 
rica in  that  capacity  this  campaign. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  enter  into  the  particulars 
contained  in  your  letter  of  May  7 ;  but  as  I  feel  myself 
perfectly  satisfied  with  what  you  have  already  done,  and 
purpose  to  do,  it  would  be  ungenerous  in  me  not  to  endea- 
vour, in  my  turn,  to  contribute  to  your  happiness,  by  assur- 
ing you  that  your  actions  and  intentions  are  honoured  with 
the  entire  approbation  of  your  Sovereign. 

P.  S.  When  I  was  closing  my  letter,  I  received  the  very 
agreeable  intelligence  from  Quebeck,  which  you  will  see  in 
the  enclosed  Gazette  Extraordinary.  1  most  heartily  congra- 
tulate you  upon  an  event  that  must  greatly  facilitate  all  our 
operations,  and  opens  a  prospect  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
rebellion  in  one  campaign. 


CHARLES    DICKINSON    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Caroline  County,  June  11,  1776. 
Honourable  Gentlemen  :  Enclosed  are  the  proceedings 
of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Caroline  County  against 
Cornelius  Hogans,  who  is  sent  under  the  guard  of  Captain 
Joseph  Richardson  and  five  men. 

Charles  Dickinson. 
To  the  Hon.  Daniel  of  Si.  Thomas  Jenifer,  E^q. 


Mellvill's  Warehouse,  June  8,  1776. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation 
for  Caroline  County,  of  whom  were  present  Major  Richard 
Mason,  (in  the  Chair,)  Colonel  William  Richardson,  Col- 
onel Henry  Dickinson,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Colston,  Col.  Benson 
Stainton,  Major  Matthew  Driver,  and  Mr.  John  White. 

Information  being  made  to  this  Committee  that  sundry 
evil-disposed  persons  had  been  endeavouring  to  disunite  the 
good  people  of  this  County  in  the  common  cause  of  Ame- 
rica, and  had  actually  prevailed  on  several  Companies  of 
Militia  to  lay  down  their  arms,  the  Committee  came  to  the 
following  Resolution,  to  wit :  That  warrants  do  issue  to 
Captains  Joseph  Richardson  and  John  Mitchell,  against  a 
certain  Cornelius  Hogans  and  others,  suspected  of  high  and 
dangerous  offences. 

The  Committee  adjourns  to  the  lOih  instant,  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Vincent  Price,  at  the  mouth  of  Twkahoe. 

Signed  per  order : 

John  Tillottson,  CVk  Com. 

Monday,  June  10,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  according  to  adjournment,  at  Cap- 
tain Vincent  Price's,  at  the  mouth  of  Tuckahoc,  of  whom 
were  present  Mr.  Charles  Dickinson,  (in  the  Chair,)  the 
Rev.  Johri  Andrews,  Colonel  Benson  Stainton,  Mr.  Jolm 
White,  Colonel  Henry  Dickinson,  Mr.  Joshua  Clarke,  Ma- 
jor Matthew  Driver,  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  Colston,  members 
of  the  Committee. 

At  which  time  and  place  appeared  Captain  Joseph  Rich- 
ardson, and  reported  to  the  Committee  that,  in  obedience 
to  the  said  warrant,  he  had  taken  the  body  of  the  aforesaid 
Cornelius  Hogans,  to  answer  the  complaints  aforesaid ;  upon 
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which  the  prisoner  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  and  the 
following  evidences  and  depositions  were  taken  ;  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

The  deposition  of  Mr.  Vincent  Price,  Adjutant  to  the 
Fourteenth  Battalion  of  Militia,  who,  being  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangels  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith  : 
That  he  (this  deponent)  on  the  4th  instant,  being  in  the 
muster-field  where  Captain  John  Safford  exercises  his  Com- 
pany of  Militia,  immediately  after  the  roll  of  that  Company 
was  called,  a  certain  Coimelius  Hogans  took  up  the  drum, 
and  began  to  beat  on  it,  and  ordered  the  said  Company  to 
march,  and  thereupon  the  Company  dismissed,  and  said 
Hugans  swore  that  he  would  muster  no  more ;  and  further 
this  deponent  saith  not.  Vincent  Prick,  Jun. 

The  deposition  of  Thomas  Wynn  Loockerman,  who,  be- 
ing sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangels  of  Almighty  God,  depo- 
seth and  saith  :  That  he  (this  deponent)  on  the  4th  instant, 
being  in  the  muster-field  where  Captain  John  Safford  exer- 
cises his  Company  of  Militia,  immediately  after  the  roll  of 
that  Company  was  called,  a  certain  Comelitis  Hogans  took 
up  the  drum,  and  began  to  beat  on  it,  and  ordered  the  Com- 
pany to  march,  and  thereupon  the  Company  dismissed,  and 
said  Hogans  swore  that  he  would  muster  no  more.  And 
further,  that,  on  the  10th  instant,  said  Hogans  being  taken 
into  custody,  by  order  of  the  Committee,  to  answer  for  his 
past  misconduct,  said  Hogans  being  asked  by  this  deponent, 
why  he  ran ;  swore  by  his  Maker,  that  if  he  had  an  equal 
number  of  men  with  us,  he  would  not  have  run,  and  that 
he  had  then  been  about  to  collect  his  men  in  order  to  op- 
pose those  who  were  in  pureuit  of  him,  and  many  others, 
and  that  he  (this  deponent)  believes  the  said  Hogans  to  be 
a  great  enemy  to  the  present  cause ;  and  further  saith  not. 
Thomas  Wynn  Loockerman. 

The  deposition  of  Alexander  Waddell,  who,  being  sworn 
on  the  Holy  Evangels  oi^  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith: 
That  he,  this  deponent,  being,  with  many  others,  in  pursuit 
of  a  certain  Cornelius  Hogans,  and  after  he  (this  deponent) 
had  caught  the  aforesaid  Hogans,  he  was  asked  by  this  de- 
ponent why  he  ran  ;  he  answered,  that  if  he  had  collected 
his  Company  of  men,  which  he  said  he  was  after,  he  would 
not  have  run ;  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

Alexander    x  Waddell. 


The  deposition  of  Hewy  Dickenson,  of  Carolina  County, 
who,  being  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangels  of  Almighty  God, 
deposeth  and  saith  :  That  in  consequence  of  a  warrant  is- 
sued by  the  Committee  of  this  County,  bearing  date  at 
MelhilVs  Warehouse,  on  the  8th  instant,  and  directed  to 
Captain  Joseph  Richardson,  against  Cornelius  Hogans,  and 
sundry  others,  this  deponent  was  in  company  with  sundry 
other  persons  when  the  said  Hogans  was  taken  into  cus- 
tody ;  and  on  asking  the  said  Hogans  how  he  came  to  run 
from  us,  as  1  had  understood  he  was  a  man  of  great  spirit, 
and  had  declared  he  would  rescue  any  person  who  should  be 
sent  for  by  the  Committee,  in  consequence  of  their  having 
laid  down  their  arms,  and  refusing  to  muster,  the  said 
Hogans  told  this  deponent  that  he  had  been  informed  that 
we  had  taken  JVilliam  Morgan  in  order  to  carry  him  off, 
and  as  the  Companies  had  sworn  to  stand  by  one  another, 
(at  the  time  they  laid  down  their  arms.)  he  had  then  been 
about  amongst  the  people,  who  had  sworn  to  each  other 
aforesaid  to  give  them  notice  that  William  Morgan  was 
taken  in  custody,  in  order  that  they  might  collect  together 
that  they  might  rescue  William  Morgan,  or  any  other  per- 
son whom  we  might  take  in  custody  ;  and,  by  God,  if  he 
had  had  as  many  men  as  we,  he  would  not  have  run  a  foot 
from  us,  but  would  have  stood  and  made  battle  ;  and  further 

this  deponent  saith  not.  tt  r» 

•  Harry  Dickinson. 

And  it  appearing  to  the  Committee  that  the  said  Corne- 
lius Hogans,  from  his  own  confession,  did  not  properly  be- 
long to  the  Company  whose  conduct  he  undertook  to  influ- 
ence, but  was  at  that  very  time  enrolled  in  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  Dorchester  County,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion 
that  the  said  Hogans  be  committed  to  a  guard,  and  sent, 
with  the  above  charges  against  him,  to  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  this  Province.    And  the  said  Hogans  was  accordingly 


committed  to  the  care  of  Ca])tain  Joseph  Richardson  and 
a  guard  of  five  men. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  : 

John  Tillottson,  Clerk. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


JOHN  SMITH  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  June  11,  177C. 

Captain  Tibhet  brought  in  for  our  account  nine  half  bar- 
rels gunpowder,  which  were  delivered  into  your  magazine, 
and  which  we  intended  the  Province  should  have  had  at  the 
usual  price  ;  but  as  we,  with  some  others  in  this  town,  have 
fitted  out  a  privateer,  we  shall  have  occasion  for  our  powder, 
and  will  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  send  an  order  to  the 
Commissary  of  Stores  to  deliver  it  to  us  immediately. 

We  expect  the  Enterprise  will  sail  in  a  week  at  farthest. 

We  arc,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most 

obedient  servant,  to  ■>    o 

John  Smith  &  Sons. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

N.  B.  Captain  Ramsay  will  trouble  himself  with  the  order. 


SAMUEL    SMITH    TO    GOVERNOUR    EDEN. 

Baltimore,  June  U,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  you  two  letters,  which 
I  have  not  the  least  doubt  you  will  forward  on  your  arrival 
in  England.  The  letter  for  I^rd  Bertie  is  from  Captain 
Kinnear,  of  the  Royal  Fusileers,  now  a  prisoner  at  Carlisle. 
He  told  me  he  had  the  honour  of  being  acquainted  with 
your  Excellency.  The  other  is  from  Mr.  Ncwmarche,  also 
a  prisoner.  They  gave  their  honours  that  nothing  of  poli- 
ticks was  written  in  them.  I  handed  them  to  the  Commit- 
tee, who  returned  them  unopened. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  servant. 


To  His  Excellency  Governour  Eden. 


Samuel  Smith. 


HENRY  LOWES  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Princess  Anne,  June  11,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  From  the  present  situation  of  Captain  Gun- 
by  s  Company  in  Princess  Anne,  we  are  apprehensive  that 
they  do  not  so  completely  answer  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  intended  as  if  moved  to  particular  parts  of  this 
County  more  liable  to  invasion.  Our  distant  situation 
from  you  will  render  it  exceedingly  difficult  for  us  to  have 
your  timely  orders  in  junctures  of  imminent  danger.  We 
would,  therefore,  hope  that  it  may  be  deemed  expedient  by 
you  to  grant  this  Committee  a  power  to  remove  the  said 
Company  to  such  places  in  this  County  as  are  most  ex- 
posed to  the  depredations  of  our  enemies. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  respectful  humble  servants. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Henry  Lowes,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND  DELEGATES  TO  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  June  11,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  received  your  letter  by  Mr.  Stew- 
ard, also  that  by  the  post  of  the  7th  of  this  month.  We 
have  conferred  with  Mr.  Steward,  assisted  him  in  changing 
his  Provincial  money  for  Continental,  and  procured  a  recom- 
mendation from  Mr.  Morris  to  those  who  have  been  con- 
cerned in  fitting  out  the  galleys  here,  to  give  him  all  the  in- 
formation in  their  power  respecting  them.  We  shall  make 
application  for  the  arms  lent  the  Congress,  but  we  do  not 
see  any  probability  of  obtaining  them,  none  having  been 
made,  or  having  arrived,  but  what  were  immediately  dis- 
posed of  among  the  Continental  troops.  It  seems  to  be 
taken  for  granted  that  our  Province  will  not  be  attacked, 
and  upon  this  supposition,  we  presume,  it  will  be  thought 
unnecessary  to  strengthen  us,  even  by  returning  the  wariike 
stores  which  we  lent.  When  the  scheme  for  marching  the 
Militia  was  agitated,  we  informed  Congress  of  the  circum- 
stances of  our  Province,  and  of  the  impossibility  of  our 
inarching  the  Militia  out  of  the  Province  without  their  con- 
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sent ;  however,  our  quota  for  the  flying  camp  was  struck  at 
tliree  thousand  four  hundred,  as  you  will  see  by  the  resolve 
enclosed  by  the  President ;  but  it  was  not  understood  that 
the  Militia  were  to  be  drafted  or  compelled  to  march,  and 
it  is  left  altogether  at  large  how  they  are  to  be  collected. 
Some  additions  to  the  resolutions  on  that  subject  are  talked 
of,  but  not  formally  proposed. 

We  are  astonished  at  the  ungenerous  and  malevolent  turn 
rriven  to  the  proceedings  of  our  Convention  by  that  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  hope  they  will  be  as  unsuccessful  in  their  nefa- 
rious attempt  to  stir  up  the  people  of  Maryland  against 
their  Representatives,  as  they  have  hitherto  been  in  their 
endeavours  to  render  the  Councils  of  that  Province  suspect- 
ed. We  are  extremely  sorry  to  observe  this  unfriendly  dis- 
position in  a  neighbouring  sister  Colony,  but  hope  there  will 
be  found  spirit  enough  in  the  Convention  of  Maryland  to 
resent  this  most  injurious  treatment,  in  the  manner  it  de- 


serves. 


The  proposition  from  the  Delegates  of  Virginia,  to  de- 
clare the  Colonies  independent,  was  yesterday,  after  much 
debate,  postponed  for  three  weeks,  then  to  be  resumed; 
and  a  Committee  is  appointed  to  draw  up  a  Declaration,  to 
prevent  loss  of  time,  in  case  the  Congress  should  agree  to 
the  proposition  at  the  day  fixed  for  resuming  it.  This  post- 
ponement was  made  to  give  an  opportunity  to  the  De- 
legates from  those  Colonies  which  had  not  as  yet  given 
authority  to  adopt  this  decisive  measure,  to  .consult  their 
consituents.  It  will  be  necessary  that  the  Convention  of 
Maryland  should  meet  as  soon  as  possible,  to  give  the  ex- 
plicit sense  of  the  Province  on  this  point ;  and  we  hope 
you  will  accordingly  exercise  your  power  of  convening  them 
at  such  time  as  you  tiiink  the  membei-s  can  be  brought  to- 
gether. We  wish  to  have  the  fair  and  uninfluenced  sense  of 
the  people  we  have  the  honour  to  represent,  in  this  most 
important  and  interesting  affair;  and  that  it  would  be  well  if 
the  Deicates  to  the  Convention  were  desired  to  endeavour 
to  collect  the  opinion  of  the  people  at  large,  in  some  man- 
ner or  other,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  Convention.  We 
shall  attend  the  Convention  whenever  it  meets,  if  it  is  thought 
proper  we  should  do  so.  The  approaching  harvest  will, 
perhaps,  render  it  very  inconvenient  to  many  gentlemen  to 
attend  the  Convention.  This,  however,  must  not  be  re- 
garded, when  matters  of  such  momentous  concern  demand 
their  deliberation.  We  beg  you  will  inform  us,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  of  the  time  you  fix  for  the  Convention  to  meet, 
and  we  should  also  be  very  glad  to  receive  the  proceedings 
of  the  last  session.  We  see,  with  the  deepest  concern,  the 
attempts  from  various  quarters  to  throw  the  Province  into  a 
state  of  confusion,  division,  and  disorder;  but  trust  the  ex- 
ertions of  those  who  are  the  true  friends  of  virtue  and  the 
American  cause  will  be  adequate  to  the  surrounding  diffi- 
culties and  dangers. 

From  every  account  and  appearance,  the  King  and  his 
Ministers  seem  determined  to  hazard  everything  upon  the 
success  of  the  sword,  without  offering  any  terms  to  America 
which  she  ought  to  accept.  That  peace  and  security,  which 
every  virtuous  man  in  the  country  has  so  earnestly  desired, 
seems  not  attainable  in  the  present  disposition  of  the  ruling 
powers  of  Britain.  We  wish  we  had  any  reason  to  sup- 
pose there  was  any  foundation  for  what  Mr.  Smith  reports 
to  have  been  told  him  by  Captain  Hammond  and  Lord 
Dunmore  ;  but  all  circumstances  strongly  oppose  the  suppo- 
sition of  Commissioners,  as  messengers  of  peace.  However, 
we  know  no  more  of  this  matter  than  you  and  the  puhlick 
do,  and  it  is  impossible  to  speak  certainly  upon  this  or  any 
other  subject,  without  more  full  information  than  we  have. 

We  will  send  the  gun-carriage,  instnmients,  and  paper, 
by  Mr.  Sttward,  who  informs  us  he  has  sundry  articles 
for  the  Province  to  be  sent  from  hence.  We  beg  to  be 
informed  frequently  of  the  state  of  the  Province,  and  of 
your  proceedings,  and  assure  you  of  our  readiness  to  attend 
to  your  commands.  Our  hurry  and  necessary  attendance 
in  Congress,  must  apologise  for  this  scrawl.  The  question 
of  postponing  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  car- 
ried by  seven  Colonies  against  five. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient servants,  ht        rp 

'  Mat.    llLGHMAN, 

T.  Stone, 
J.  Rogers. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


COMMITTEE    OF   LEWISTOWN,  DELAWARE,  TO  PRESIDENT    OF 

CONGRESS. 

[Read  June  13,  1776.] 

Lcwistown,  in  Council,  June  II,  1776. 

Sir  :  Notwitlistanding  the  great  tenderness  and  lenity 
shown  to  the  disaffected  persons  in  this  country,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  uniting  firmly  at  this  most  important  crisis,  they 
are  assembled  about  eighteen  miles  from  this,  and,  from  the 
best  information,  their  numbers  are  near  one  thousand  men, 
many  of  whom  have  openly  avowed  their  intention  of  join- 
ing or  co-operating  with  the  men-of-war  lying  in  the  road  ; 
and  we  are  certain,  unless  some  timely  assistance  is  sent 
us,  that  our  situation  will  be  as  calamitous  as  that  of  Nor- 
folk. 

We  do,  therefore,  most  earnestly  entreat  your  Honour  to 
send  us  such  immediate  assistance  as  will  enable  us  to  take' 
up  the  principals  of  this  faction,  and  quell  this  most  dan- 
gerous  insurrection.  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  Prcddent. 

To  Hon.  John  Hancock,  President  of  Congress. 


HENRY   FISHER   TO    PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE    OF   SAFETY. 

Lewistown,  June  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  When  I  wrote  to  you  last,  by  express,  I 
mentioned  that  Captain  Lawrence  had  arrived  here,  and 
that  he  was  alongside  of  a  snow  that  was  obliged  to  run 
ashore.  I  have  made  bold  to  detain  him  here  to  cover  the 
landing  of  her  cargo.  He  has  been  of  real  service ;  and  now 
he  is  going  to  convoy  her  up  to  your  place,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Eagle,  from  this  place. 

The  Liverpool  remains  in  the  road.  The  Kingfisher 
is  gone  out  to  sea.  As  to  the  restriction  you  have  laid  upon 
me  not  to  man  the  armed  boat  with  pilots,  I  must  beg  leave 
to  acquaint  you  that  our  pilots  bear  a  different  character  to 
what  youre  do ;  and  as  the  boat  is  to  be  stationed  at  our 
creek's  mouth,  I  cannot  see  there  will  be  the  least  danger 
in  letting  six  pilots  go  in  her,  and  the  remainder  landsmen, 
as  the  pilots  are  acquainted  with  great  guns,  and  they  al- 
ways can  see  their  danger  before  they  can  be  surprised.  I . 
think  I  can  venture  to  say  the  pilots  here  have  and  are  wil- 
ling to  do  everything  for  the  safety  of  your  trade  that  lies 
in  their  power.  I  hope,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  reconsider 
the  matter,  and  send  me  a  line ;  and  in  the  mean  time  I 
shall  act  with  the  utmost  caution,  and  do  everything  for 
your  interest  that  lies  in  my  power. 

Colonel  Dagworthy  and  Colonel  Jones  think  that  one  of 
your  armed  boats  would  be  of  service  to  be  stationed  in  In- 
dian River,  as  that  inlet  is  at  this  time  very  good,  having 
ten  or  twelve  feet  water  into  it.  Perhaps  some  of  your 
vessels  may  be  chased  in  there :  in  that  case,  a  boat  lying 
there  would  be  of  real  service. 

You  must  think,  gentlemen,  that  we  have  no  view  in  this 
matter  but  your  interest,  as  we  have  no  trade  of  our  own. 
If  you  were  to  order  Captain  Lawrence  to  be  stationed 
here,  (as  he  is  willing,)  I  think  he  would  be  of  real  service. 
I  have  given  Captain  Lawrence  a  receipt  for  what  stores  I 
have  received  from  him.  You  will  be  so  kind  as  to  acquaint 
Messrs.  Mijflin  and  Barrett  that  there  are  some  charges 
that  I  have  been  at  for  victualling  and  manning  these  boats, 
extraordinary  upon  their  account,  which  I  expect  must  be 
paid  out  of  the  cargo ;  likewise  desire  them  to  authorize 
some  person  to  act  for  ihem.  as  there  is  a  real  cause  for  it. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  Philadelphia. 

Lewistown,  June  11,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  intended  to  have  sent  the  former  by  my 
express  horse,  but  the  Tories  having  cut  off"  that  connnuni- 
cation,  I  am  obliged  to  send  this  by  the  whaleboats  as  far 
as  Newcastle,  and  from  thence  by  land.  I  have  further 
to  add,  that  last  evening  the  Kingfisher  relumed  into  our 
road,  with  a  prize  brigantine.  Captain  Walker,  of  Wilr 
mington ;  but,  luckily  for  us,  before  the  pirates  boarded  her, 
our  brave  Captain  Barry  had  been  on  board  of  her,  and 
taken  out  some  powder  and  arms.  In  sight  of  the  King- 
fisher, this  day,  about  noon,  came  into  our  road  and  an- 
chored another  frigate,  but  who  she  is  I  cannot  learn.  Mr. 
Brown,  who  came  down  in  the  flag,  gave  me  the  above 
account  of  Captain  Walker's  brigantine.  As  we  have  these 
ships  here  now,  we  have  our  troubles,  and  must  request  that 
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you  will  be  on  your  guard,  as  it  will  not  lay  in  my  power 
to  give  you  the  particulars  by  the  land  express ;  but  when 
the  ships  move  upward,  I  shall  send  off  the  alarm  by  the 
armed  barge,  you  may  depend. 

Gentlemen,  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  the  Congress 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Tories  at  the  head  of  our  country, 
as  I  think  there  will  be  occasion  for  some  troops  from  up- 
wards to  quiet  them,  as  they  are  breaking  out  in  a  surprising 
manner ;  and  believe  me  that  I  shall  do  everything  in  my 
power  to  give  you  the  earliest  accounts  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  pirates.  In  the  mean  time,  I  remain  your  humble  ser- 
vant to  command,  ii  r. 

'  Henry  1"  isher. 

Any  Committee  that  this  letter  may  fall  in  the  hands  of 
are  requested  to  furnish  the  bearer  hereof  with  a  horse,  upon 
si'i'ht.  H.  Fisher. 

DEPOSITION    OR   WILLIAM   BARRY. 

Newcastle  County,  on  Delaware,  ss. 

The  deposition  of  Mr.  William  Barry,  mariner,  aged 
about  twenty-seven  years,  taken  before  me,  the  subscriber, 
one  of  the  Justices  in  and  for  JScwcastle  County  aforesaid, 
who  deposeth  and  saith :  That,  on  or  about  the  13th  day  of 
March  last,  he  left  Cape-Henlopen,  as  mate  on  board  the 
ship  Grace,  belonging  to  Philadelphia,  and  then  bound  for 
Torli  River,  in  Virginia,  Captain  Erwin,  commander ;  that, 
on  or  about  the  17th  of  said  month,  about  twelve  o'clock, 
noon,  they  espied  a  sloop  towards  the  land,  bearing  for 
them,  having  a  jack  in  her  shrouds,  which  the  Captain  sup- 
posed to  be  some  American  vessel,  with  powder,  inward 
bound,  in  distress,  yet  they  still  kept  on  their  course.  When 
the  sloop  came  nigh,  she  hailed  them,  and  ordered  them  to 
lower  their  topsails  and  come  on  board  their  vessel ;  but 
they  made  all  the  sail  they  could,  in  hopes  to  get  off.  The 
sloop  then  fired  several  shots  at  them,  as  they  apprehended 
with  an  intent  to  kill  them  ;  upon  which,  the  Captain  of  the 
ship  hauled  down  the  sails,  and  went  on  board  them  ;  that 
this  deponent  then  up  with  the  sails  again,  to  try  to  get  off, 
but  they  fired  ;  so  he  got  wounded  in  his  leg,  and  was  forced 
to  come  to  ;  and  as  they  had  no  boat  belonging  to  the  sloop, 
there  came  a  number  of  men  back  in  their  boat,  which  the 
Captain  had  taken,  and  took  them  all  prisoners  on  board  the 
sloop,  which  was  called  the  Lord  Howe,  commanded  by  a 

certain Ord,  a  Second  Lieutenant  belonging  to  the 

Roebuck  man-of-war,  whose  tender  the  sloop  was.  They 
took  the  ship,  and  called  her  their  prize.  The  crew  were 
all  (except  the  Captain)  put  in  irons,  though  this  deponent's 
leg  was  very  sore ;  after  which,  they  were  all  carried  and 
put  on  board  the  said  Roebuck  man-of-war,  of  forty-two 
guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Hammond,  which  was  then 
lying  in  Hampton-Roads,  and  who  strongly  urged  them  to 
enter  freely,  which  this  deponent  would  not  do,  nor  the 
Captain  and  some  of  the  men,  though  others  of  our  men  did, 
rather  than  be  kept  in  irons  and  ill  used.  However,  after 
some  time  they  were  taken  out  of  irons,  and  made  to  do 
ship's  duty,  (which  all  prisoners  must  do,)  with  many  insults 
and  very  bad  usage.  About  three  days  after  he  went  on 
board  said  Roebuck,  she  came  to  Henlopen  aforesaid,  and, 
cruising  out  and  in  there,  took  several  vessels  said  to  belong 
to  the  Rebels  in  America,  which  they  said  were,  by  their 
orders,  to  be  lawful  prizes,  though,  when  their  sailore  asked 
when  they  would  get  their  shares,  they  were  abused  by  the 
officers,  and  told  they  must  go  to  England  first.  About 
three  weeks  after  they  came  to  Cape-Henlopcn,  there  came 
three  men,  one  night,  in  a  small  boat  from  Lewistoivn  shore, 
on  board  said  vessel,  and  staid  on  board  till  about  ten  o'clock 
at  night.  The  next  night,  when  they  came  alongside,  they 
reached  up  a  small  bag,  which  one  of  the  men  belonging  to 
the  ship  told  the  deponent  were  lettei-s,  8ic.  Said  three 
men  were  kindly  received  and  entertained  by  the  Captain 
and  officers,  but  no  prisoners  permitted  to  speak  to  them. 
Said  three  men  informed  the  people  on  board  that  they  had, 
or  that  there  were,  cattle,  stock,  &c.,  for  them  at  Indian 
River,  which  the  tenders  endeavoured  to  get,  but  were  pre- 
vented by  Barry's  brig,  as  they  call  her,  and  a  small  schoo- 
ner ;  but  he  was  not  in  the  tendei-s.  When  the  three  men 
went  off  in  their  boat,  they  rowed  as  far  as  the  back  of  the 
Light- House,  as  he  could  see,  and  were  convoyed  by  one 
of  the  man-of-war's  tenders.  One  of  the  people  that  came 
on  board  as  aforesaid  had  a  mark  like  a  half-moon  on  (he 


thinks)  his  left  cheek,  and  looked  like  a  cut — a  well  coloured 
man,  and  had  on,  he  thinks,  a  brown  coat  and  buckskin 
or  other  leather  breeches ;  which  man  he  would  know 
again.  Another  of  said  men  was  pale  looking,  and  wore 
blue  clothes,  he  thinks,  but  is  not  certain. 

About  the  first  week  in  May,  the  Roebuck  and  Liverpool 
frigates,  tenders,  Stc,  came  up  Delaware  River  a  piece, 
and  sent  some  boats  on  the  Jersey  shore  to  try  to  get  fresh 
provisions,  of  which  there  was  great  want  on  board,  (viz: 
of  flesh,  fowls,  &;c.,)  and  where  they  brought  on  board  se- 
veral cattle,  which  were  very  poor,  but  were  greedily  eaten  ; 
after  which,  they  proposed  to  go  up  the  river  for  fresh  water, 
of  which  they  were  in  great  want,  and  then  afterwards,  as 
he  understood  from  the  lower  officers,  they  designed  to  go  to 
Philadelphia  and  take  it,  if  they  could  pass  the  chevaux-de- 
frise;  but,  if  they  could  not  pass  them,  then  to  return  and 
lay  at  Chester  awhile.  As  they  came  up  the  river,  they 
fired  several  shots  at  vessels  that  were  before  them,  and,  op- 
posite Newcastle,  they  fired  two  or  three  shots  out  of  the 
bow  guns  at  a  small  sail-boat ;  that,  knowing  the  cruel  dis- 
position and  threats  of  the  men-of-war,  he  was  in  great  pain 
for  some  acquaintances  he  had  in  Newcastle,  but,  with  the 
spy-glass,  perceived  the  doors  and  windows  shut,  and  no 
smoke  in  the  chimneys,  and,  seeing  many  carts  carrying  ofi" 
goods,  was  in  hopes  they  had  fled. 

On  or  about  the  8th  of  said  month,  (May,)  the  row- 
galleys  attacked  the  men-of-war,  which  the  officers  looked 
on  with  disdain,  as  apprehending  they  could  do  litde  damage 
to  them.  However,  the  Roebuck  had  a  deal  of  her  rigging 
damaged,  and  some  shot  in  her  sides ;  and  as  she  was  en- 
deavouring to  get  nigh  the  row-galleys,  to  sink  and  destroy 
them,  she  got  into  shallow  water,  so  that  she  could  not  steer, 
and  ran  on  the  ground,  on  the  Jersey  shore,  above  or  near 
Christiana  Creek's  mouth.  At  night  they  expected  the 
fire-ships  and  galleys  down  upon  them  ;  and  as  she  lay  and 
took  such  a  heel,  they  could  not  bring  her  guns  to  bear,  and 
could  not  make  any  resistance  in  the  Roebuck  but  with 
small-arms.  There  were  therefore  an  anchor  and  two 
stream-cables  carried  out  to  endeavour  to  get  her  off,  and 
three  boats  were  kept  all  night  rowing  around  her,  and  often 
going  nigh  the  galleys  to  watch  their  motions,  as  they  were 
expected  every  minute  to  come  down  on  them ;  and,  as  far 
as  he  could  learn,  if  they  came  and  hulled  them,  they  had 
orders  to  fly  on  board  the  Liverpool  frigate,  to  save  their 
lives,  (for  which  purpose  boats  were  ready,)  and  then  the 
Liverpool  was  to  retreat.  But,  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  they  got  the  ship  off;  after  which,  about  forty  men 
were  employed  in  filling  and  stowing  away  fresh  water,  (of 
which  they  were  scarce,)  though  they  had  stove  many  of 
their  water-casks,  and  also  did  not  expect  the  galleys  would 
attack  them  again,  as  they  thought  they  were  much  da- 
maged ;  but  as  they  attacked  the  men-of-war  the  second 
day  with  more  courage  and  conduct,  the  Roebuck  received 
many  shots  betwixt  wind  and  water:  some  went  quite 
through,  some  in  her  quarter,  and  was  much  raked  fore  and 
aft ;  but  the  carpenters  soon  covered  most  of  the  holes  with 
what  some  called  a  "  plaster,"  which  prevented  her  from 
receiving  in  the  water ;  otherwise  would  have  soon  filled. 
During  the  engagement,  one  man  was  killed  by  a  shot, 
which  took  his  arm  almost  off.  Six  were  much  hurt  and 
burned  by  an  eighteen-pound  cartridge  of  powder  taking 
fire,  among  whom  was  an  acting  lieutenant,  and  several  were 
hurt  by  splinters ;  but  night  coming  on,  and  it  being  diffi- 
cult to  sight  her  guns  in  the  night,  and  the  galleys  could 
not  be  seen,  it  was  judged  best  to  retreat ;  during  which 
they  ceased  firing  for  a  while,  and  every  man  got  a  dram 
given  him  at  his  quarters,  with  directions  for  every  man  who 
was  called  by  his  name  to  be  ready  to  go  ashore  at  Neio- 
castle,  under  cover  of  the  cannon,  to  plunder  the  town,  and 
afterwards  to  burn  and  destroy  it  that  night ;  but  they  were 
prevented  by  the  row-galleys  following  so  close.  During 
the  engagement,  the  Captain  ordered  several  of  the  guns  to 
be  loaded  with  round  and  grape  shot,  which  were  fired  at 
the  Rebels  (as  the  Captain  and  officers  called  them)  who 
stood  on  the  shore  and  banks.  After  the  vessels  had  passed 
Newcastle  they  came  to  in  the  bite  below  the  town  that 
night  to  repair  the  rigging,  &ic.,  and  next  day  the  vessels 
went  down  to  Ready-Island,  where  Captain  Hammond  hail- 
ed the  Liverpool,  and  ordered  her  to  go  in  betwixt  the  island 
and  the  main  and  destroy  the  town  of  Port-Penn,  (we  heard 
drums  beating  ashore ;)  accordingly  he  went,  and  soon  after 
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returned  and  informed  there  was  not  depth  of  water  to  get 
near  enough,  and  was  afraid  his  vessel  would  get  aground. 
Next  day  the  vessel  went  to  the  capes  and  came  to  anchor ; 
the  carpenters  as  yet  still  repairing  the  vessels,  having  taken, 
as  he  suj)poses,  forty  of  the  row-galleys'  balls  out  of  the 
Roebuck,  and  some  cannot  be  come  at. 

On  the  18th  of  May  aforesaid  both  vessels  weighed  from 
the  Horekill-Jioad.  Tlie  lAveqwol  stood  to  the  north- 
ward, and,  as  far  as  he  could  learn,  was  to  go  or  send  to 
Halifax  for  more  ships  and  men  to  attack  Philadelphia. 
The  Roebuck  (in  which  he  was)  went  to  Norfolk  and  joined 
Dunmore's  fleet  there,  after  which  they  burnt  and  sunk  six 
sail  of  sloops  and  schooners,  being  scarce  of  hands  to  man 
t]iem,  &.C.  And  on  the  24111  oi  May  the  fleet  went  to 
Gwin's  Island,  being  eighty-two  sail,  most  of  which  were 
prizes ;  and  on  the  i26th  landed  on  the  island  one  hundred 
men  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment,  one  hundred  marines,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  (by  them  called 
volunteei-s,)  and  fifty  seamen,  and  three  hundred  negroes, 
which  were  all  that  could  be  spared  from  the  vessels.  And 
as  he  could  learn,  they  were  to  land  the  inhabitants  taken 
on  board  at  Norfolk  on  the  island  to  refresh  themselves 
and  to  get  fresh  stock  of  cattle,  &.C.,  being  very  scarce  of 
such  in  the  fleet,  as  some  said  they  had  not  tasted  any  fresh 
meat  for  seven  weeks.  On  that  night  there  came  three 
negro  men  from  the  shore  in  a  canoe,  who  were  shaked 
hands  with,  and  kindly  received  and  entertained  by  the 
Second  Lieutenant  and  other  officers.  The  Lieutenant 
went  into  the  cabin  and  informed  the  Captain.  He  after- 
wards asked  them  if  there  would  come  more  of  their  people 
on  board  ;  that  if  they  did  they  would  be  well  used.  The 
negroes  said  there  would.  He  then  asked  them  if  there  were 
any  shirtmen  or  forces  lying  near;  they  told  him  there 
were  none  nearer  than  six  miles.  He  then  asked  them  if 
there  were  any  cattle  near  the  shore  on  the  main ;  they 
said  there  was  plenty.  He  then  asked  them  if  they  thought 
there  was  any  danger  in  landing  to  get  them  ;  they  said 
there  was  no  danger.  He  then  asked  them  if  they  could 
get  some  fowls  that  night  for  the  officers,  as  they  were  badly 
off  for  some  on  board  ;  they  said  they  could  get  fowls  and 
sheep.  He  then  told  them  they  should  be  well  paid  ;  and, 
besides,  should  be  free  when  this  disturbance  was  over, 
which  he  expected  would  be  very  soon,  and  then  each  of 
them  should  have  a  plantation  of  the  Rebels'  land.  After 
which  one  of  the  negroes  went  and  brought  some  fowls  and 
geese,  which  this  deponent  heard  making  a  noise  coming 
up  the  side  of  the  ship ;  and  also  brought  his  wife  and  two 
children,  and  another  negro  man,  of  which  he  had  told  the 
Lieutenant  before.  And  all  prisoners  taken  by  them  are 
forced  to  do  King's  duty,  and  are  not  reckoned  prisoners  of 
war,  but  Rebels,  and  very  ill  used,  as  he  told  the  Captain 
'•  a  man  had  better  curse  father  and  mother,  and  be  killed 
at  once,  than  to  live  such  a  life."  This  deponent  still 
designed  to  make  his  escape,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  He 
accordingly  slipped  through  one  of  the  gun  ports  into  the 
canoe  which  the  negroes  had  brought,  cut  the  painter,  and 
let  her  fall  astern,  and  about  break  of  day  got  ashore  on 
the  main  ;  after  which  he  met  a  man  who  told  him  that 
the  people  in  the  country  would  take  him  up  before  he  could 
get  to  the  camp  and  send  him  on  board  again,  and  that  he 
had  better  return ;  but  he  would  rather  have  taken  his 
chance  to  die  first.  He  arrived  at  the  camp,  and  was  kindly 
received  by  Colonel  Churchill,  and  informed  him  of  their 
design  to  land  on  the  main  for  cattle,  Stc.  and  told  him 
all  that  he  knew,  who  sent  immediately  forty  men  and 
horses,  and  drove  all  the  stock  ten  miles  back  in  the  coun- 
try and  saved  them  from  being  carried  off.  After  which 
he  heard  they  had  landed  on  the  main,  but  being  disap- 
pointed, had  burned  some  houses  along  shore ;  and  further 

saith  not. 

William  Barry. 

Sworn  before  me : 

Samuel  Patterson. 

June  11,  1776. 


their  nature  of  any  that  have  yet  been  before  us,  and  have 
sat  till  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  each  day.  That  not 
being  finished,  I  judge  best  to  return  the  express.  I  shall 
press  Congress  as  soon  as  possible  to  determine  upon  the 
several  matlei-s  you  wish  to  be  ascertained,  and  immediately 
transmit  you  the  result. 

The  Congress  have  agreed  to  settle  the  mode  of  paying 
the  troops  in  the  Eastern  Department  this  morning,  and  to 
proceed  to  the  appointment  of  a  Deputy  Paymaster-Gene- 
ral. 

The  particular  mode  of  establishing  expresses  is  now 
under  the  consideration  of  a  Committee,  and  as  soon  as 
agreed,  you  shall  know  the  issue. 

Although  Congress  have  not  acted  upon  your  queries 
respecting  the  Indians,  yet  I  will  venture  to  give  my  opi- 
nion that  Congress  intended  the  resolution  of  25th  May 
should  be  general,  and  extend  to  the  several  departments; 
and  that  the  resolution  of  the  3d  of  June  goes  only  to  the 
number  which  the  General  shall  be  empowered  to  employ 
in  Canada.  But  I  hope  soon  to  give  you  a  full  answer  to 
all  your  queries  ;  and  in  future  I  will  exert  myself  in  Con- 
gress that  your  ap|)lications  may  be  considered  as  soon  as 
received,  and  keep  you  punctually  and  regularly  informed 
of  the  result. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  resolve,  whereby  you  will  see  that 
all  the  troops  in  the  Middle  Department  are  put  upon  the 
same  pay,  six  and  two-thirds  dollars,  as  the  troops  in  the 
Eastern  Department. 

I  have  sent  you  four  bundles  of  commissions,  and  will 
forward  you  more  by  next  opportunity. 

The  enclosed  from  Mrs.  Washington  I  wish  safe  to  hand. 
I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  she  is  in  fine  spirits,  and 
proposes  paying  you  a  visit  next  week.  I  sent  her  your 
letter  by  the  express ;  and  when  you  write  if  you  will  please 
to  put  the  letter  under  my  cover  I  will  immediately  deliver 
it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  that  res- 
pect and  esteem  inspire,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  June  11,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  10th  instant,  containing  the  most 
interesting  intelligence,  was  received  this  day  and  immedi- 
ately laid  before  Congress. 

In  order  to  expedite  the  march  of  the  Militia  destined  for 
New-  York,  I  have  sent,  by  order  of  Congress,  expresses  to 
the  several  Colonies  that  are  requested  to  furnish  troops  for 
that  place.  Copies  of  my  letters  on  the  occasion  I  do  myself 
the  pleasure  to  enclose  to  you. 

I  am  in  hopes  the  alarming  situation  of  affairs  will  induce 
the  neighbouring  Colonies  to  think  of  their  danger,  and  to 
adopt  the  only  effectual  means  of  saving  themselves  from 
destruction. 

The  Congress  have  this  day  ordered  Colonels  Shea  and 
Magaw,  with  their  battalions,  to  repair  immediately  to  New- 
York;  and  they  are  to  begin  their  march  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Chace  and  Mr.  Carroll  arrived  this  day ;  by  their 
account  there  has  been  most  shocking  mismanagement  in 
that  quarter.  I  hope  our  affairs  will  soon  be  upon  a  more 
reputable  footing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  esteem,  sir,  your  most 

obedient  servant,  t  u  t>      -j    ^ 

'  John  Hancock,  President, 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  Please  to  order  the  two  letters  for  the  Convention 
of  New-  York  to  be  delivered. 


PRESIDENT    or    CONGRESS    TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia.  June  11,  1776. 

Sir  :  1  am  honoured  with  your  letters  of  the  7th,  8th, 
and  9th  instant.  The  two  first  1  have  read  in  Congress. 
We  have  been  two  days  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
deliberating  on  three  capital  matters,  the  most  important  in 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    NEW-YORK    CONVENTION. 

Philadelphia,  June  11,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  favour  by  Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris,  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  yesterday,  and  immediately 
laid  the  same  before  Congress. 

By  the  enclosed  resolve,  which  I  am  commanded  to 
transmit,  you  will  perceive  they  have  come  to  a  resolution 
that  the  pay  of  the  troops  in  the  Middle  and  Eastern  De- 
partments shall  hereafter  be  the  same. 
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Although  it  is  much  to  be  wished  that  the  pay  of  the 
Eastern  troops  could  have  been  reduced,  yet  as  that  measure 
would  naturally  give  great  and  general  disgust,  and  might 
be  attended  with  the  worst  consequences  in  our  present 
situation,  the  Congress  chose  rather  to  increase  the  pay  of 
the  other  troops  than  to  run  the  risk  of  breaking  up  the 
Eastern  Army. 

Every  State  or  Government  siiould  punctually  perform 
the  terms  of  inlistment  on  which  the  soldier  enters  into 
service.  In  this  view  of  the  matter  it  would  have  been 
neither  honourable  nor  equitable  to  have  abridged  the  pay 
of  the  Eastern  troops ;  nor  can  any  reason  be  urged  why 
the  other  troops,  who  do  the  same  duty  and  are  exposed  to 
the  same  dangers,  should  not  also  receive  the  same  pay. 

The  particular  mode  of  inlisting  the  Pennsylvania  and 
York  troops  originated  with  their  and  your  Delegates,  and 
as  they  moved  it  Congress  could  not  but  gratify  them. 

I  am  extremely  happy  that  any  part  of  my  conduct 
should  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Convention  of 
New-York.  I  seek  only  to  do  my  duty,  but  find  an  addi- 
tional pleasure  if,  in  the  discharge  of  it,  1  merit  the  praise  of 
the  worthy  and  the  good. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  New-  York. 


military  misfortunes,  which,  however,  we  must  use  as  fresh 
incitements  to  greater  exertions. 

Your  sincere  friend,  Elbridge  Gerry. 

To  James  Warren,  Esq. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS   TO   MASSACHUSETTS   ASSEMBLY. 

Philadelphia,  June  11,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Congress  have  this  day  received  advi- 
ces, and  are  fully  convinced  that  it  is  the  design  of  General 
Howe  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  city  of  New-  York  as 
soon  as  possible. 

The  attack,  they  have  reason  to  believe,  will  be  made 
within  ten  days.  I  am  therefore  most  earnestly  to  request 
you,  by  order  of  Congress,  to  call  forth  your  Militia,  as 
requested  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  and  to  forward 
-them  with  all  despatch  to  the  city  of  New-York,  and  that 
you  direct  them  to  march  in  companies,  or  in  any  other  way 
that  will  hasten  their  arrival  there.  The  important  day  is 
at  hand  that  will  decide  not  only  the  fate  of  the  city  of 
New-York,  but,  in  all  probability,  of  the  whole  Province. 
On  such  an  occasion  there  is  no  necessity  to  use  argu- 
ments with  Americans.  Their  feelings,  I  well  know,  will 
prompt  them  to  their  duty,  and  the  sacredness  of  the  cause 
urge  them  to  the  field. 

The  greatest  exertions  of  vigour  and  expedition  are  requi- 
site to  prevent  our  enemies  from  getting  possession  of  that 
town ;  I  must  therefore  again  most  earnestly  request  you, 
in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  to  employ 
every  mode  in  your  power  to  send  forward  the  Militia,  agree- 
able to  the  requisition  of  Congress,  and  that  you  do  it  with 
all  the  despatch  whiqh  the  infinite  importance  of  the  cause 
demands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 
and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts- Bay. 

(Same  to  the  AsaemSly  of  Connecticut,  to  the  Convention  of  JVcw- 
Yorh,  and  to  the  Convention  of  -JVcw-Jeraei/.) 


ELBRIDGE    GERRY    TO    JAMES    WARREN. 

Philadelphia,  June  11,  1776. 

My  dear  Sir  :  Yesterday,  after  a  long  debate,  the  ques- 
tion of  Independence  was  postponed  until  the  1st  of  July, 
in  order  to  give  the  Assemblies  of  the  Middle  Colonies  an 
opportutiity  to  take  off  their  restrictions  and  let  their  Dele- 
gates unite  in  the  measure.  In  the  interim,  will  go  on  plans 
for  Confederation  and  foreign  alliance. 

If  these  slow  people  had  hearkened  to  reason  in  time, 
this  work  would  have  long  ere  now  been  completed,  and 
the  disadvantage  arising  from  the  want  of  sucli  measures 
been  wholly  avoided  ;  but  Providence  has  undoubtedly  wise 
ends  in  coupling  together  the  vigorous  and  the  indolent; 
the  first  are  retarded,  but  the  latter  are  urged  on,  and  both 
come  together  to  the  goal. 

To  the  obstructions  in  Council  are  owing  in  part  our 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE    DELEGATES    TO    MESHECH    WEARG. 

Philadelphia,  June  11,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  some  time  ago  signified  our  wish  to  know  the 
sentiments  of  our  Colony  respecting  Independence.  The 
question  has  been  agitated  in  Congress.  A  resolution  pass- 
ed yesterday  to  choose  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring 
ill  a  declaration  for  that  purpose  on  the  1st  oi'July,  by  which 
time  it  is  expected  that  all  the  Delegates  who  have  not 
already  been  instructed,  will  receive  ample  powers.  As  this 
is  a  subject  of  the  greatest  importance,  we  beg  we  may  be 
furnished  with  the  sentiments  of  our  constituents,  as  we  wish 
to  act  agreeable  to  them,  let  our  own  be  what  they  may. 
We  shall  be  in  full  expectation  of  an  answer  by  the  return 
of  post. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be  your  most  obedient  servants, 

JosiAH  Bartlett, 
William  Whipple. 
To  the  Honourable  Colonel  Weare. 


SAMUEL  tucker  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Burlington,  New-Jersey,  June  11,  1776— A.M. 

Sir  :  I  am  honoured  with  your  favour  of  yesterday,  per 
express ;  and  you  may  rely  on  my  doing  everything  in  my 
power  to  carry  the  resolution  of  the  honourable  Congress  into 
effect  with  that  expedition  you  so  earnestly  press,  as  soon  as 
a  sufficient  number  of  members  are  got  together,  which  I 
have  the  greatest  reason  to  believe  will  be  at  three  o'clock 
this  afternoon.  We  met  last  evening  and  this  mornin"',  but 
for  want  of  a  quorum,  could  not  proceed  to  any  business  of 
consequence. 

You  may  rely  on  my  urging  the  mode  your  Excellency 
has  pointed  out  to  be  pursued  in  the  marching  of  our  Militia, 
as  I  shall  be  happy  in  contributing  the  smallest  mite  towards 
aiding  the  general  cause  under  your  command ;  and  have 
the  honour  to  be  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Tucker. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


NEW-YORK    CONGRESS    TO    THEIR  DELEGATES  IN  CONTINEN- 
TAL   CONGRESS. 
[Read  before  Committee  of  the  Whole  Congress,  July  1,  1776.] 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  5 
June  11,1776.      3 

Gentlemen  :  Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  by  express, 
has  been  communicated  to  the  Congress ;  they  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  you  are  not  authorized  by  your  in- 
structions to  give  the  sense  of  this  Colony  on  the  question  of 
declaring  it  to  be,  and  continue,  an  independent  State  ;  nor 
does  this  Congress  incline  to  instruct  you  on  that  point ;  it 
being  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  their  constituents  intended 
to  vest  them  with  a  power  to  deliberate  and  determine  on 
that  question.  Indeed,  the  majority  of  this  Congress  are 
clearly  of  opinion  that  they  have  no  such  authority. 

As  measures  have  lately  been  taken,  and  are  now  pw- 
suing,  for  obtaining  the  consent  and  authority  of  the  people 
for  establishing  a  new  and  regular  form  of  Government,  the 
necessity  of  which  seems  generally  to  be  acknowledged,  this 
Congress  think  it  would  be  imprudent  to  require  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  relative  to  the  question  of  Independence, 
lest  it  should  create  division,  and  have  an  unhappy  influence 
on  the  other. 

The  earliest  opportunity  will,  however,  be  embraced  of 
ascertaining  the  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony 
on  that  important  question,  and  of  obtaining  their  consent  to 
vest  the  Congress  of  the  Colony,  for  the  time  being,  with 
authority  to  deliberate  and  determine  on  that  and  every 
other  matter  of  general  concern  ;  and  to  instruct  their  Dele- 
gates in  Continental  Congress  thereupon. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant.     By  order: 

Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 
To  the  New-  York  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress. 
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NEW-rORK    CONGRESS    TO   THEIR  DELEGATES  IN  CONTINEN- 
TAL   CONGRESS. 

[ReaJ  June  13,  1776.     Referred  to  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Ser- 
geant, Mr.  F.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Gwiiinct.] 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  June  11,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  1  am  directed  by  the  Congress  of  this  Co- 
lony to  transiriit  the  enclosed  papers  to  you,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  communicated  to  the  Continental  Congress. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant. 
By  order : 

Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 

To  the  New-York  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,  at 
Philadelphia. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  June  11,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  letter  has  been  received  and  communicated 
to  the  Congress  of  this  Colony.  Be  pleased  to  infonn  his 
Excellency  General  Washington  that  this  Congress  has,  by 
a  resolution,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  restrained  tlie 
exportation  of  beef  and  pork  for  fourteen  days.  They  are 
of  opinion  that  application  should  be  immediately  made  to 
the  Continental  Congress,  in  order  that  a  general  regulation 
may  take  place ;  for  although  this  Congress  will  always  be 
ready  to  pursue  such  measures  as  may  advance  the  common 
cause,  yet  the  justice  due  to  their  constituents  forbids  their 
subjecting  this  Colony  to  partial  restraint. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant. 
By  order : 

Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 

To  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Commissary  cf  Stores  and  Pro- 
visions. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  June  11,  1776. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress  that 
great  quantities  of  salted  Beef  and  Pork  have  been  purchas- 
ed for  exportation,  which,  if  not  restrained,  may  render  the 
supplies  of  the  Army  difficult  and  uncertain  : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  no  salted  Beef  or  Pork,  except 
as  much  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  crew,  be  ex- 
ported from  this  Colony,  in  any  vessel,  under  any  pretence 
whatever,  for  the  space  of  fourteen  days ;  by  which  time  the 
Continental  Congress  will  have  an  opportunity  of  makino- 
some  general  regulations  respecting  the  same. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

Robert  Benson,  Secretary. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  to  apply  to  you,  informing  that  he  understands 
that  considerable  quantities  of  salted  pork  are  shipping  from 
this  City  and  Colony  to  different  foreign  ports  and  places, 
and  that  he  is  apprehensive  that  the  great  augmentation  of 
troops  to  be  made  here  and  in  Canada  will  require  all  the 
pork  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies  for  their  subsist- 
ence this  campaign,  untU  new  pork  comes  in,  and  therefore 
request  your  interposition  to  put  a  stop  to  such  exporta- 
tion, in  such  manner  as  to  you  shall  appear  most  proper, 
to  prevent  the  want  of  provisions  for  subsisting  the  troops 
employed  in  the  necessary  defence  of  our  just  rights  and 
privileges. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  ,  ^ 

Joseph  Irumbull, 

Commissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Colonial  Congress  at  New-  York. 

Sunday  afternoon. 

May  it  please  YonR  Excellency:  In  addition  to  what 
information  I  gave  you  last  Thursday,  I  am  now  to  say,  that 
the  Congress  Secret  Committee,  so  called,  are  now  actually 
shipping  from  this  place  large  quantities  of  pork  ;  and  I  fear 
with  such  an  example  before  them,  no  great  effect  can  be 
expected  from  an  application  to  Provincial  Congress  to  stop 
others  ;  and  that  I  really  fear  very  bad  consequences  there- 
from to  the  operations  of  the  present  campaign,  and  pray 
your  Excellency  to  mention  the  matter  to  Congress. 

1  cannot  be  answerable  for  supplying  the  Army  with 
that  article  unless  a  stop  is  put  to  its  being  shipped  out  of 
the  country. 

Joseph  Trumbull. 
To  General  Washington. 


In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  June 'l  1 ,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  has  been  received  and  communicated  to 
the  Congress  of  this  Colony.  Be  pleased  to  inform  iiis  Ex- 
cellency General  Washington  that  this  Congress  has,  by  a 
resolution,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  restrained  the 
exportation  of  beef  and  pork  for  fourteen  days.  They  are 
of  opinion  that  application  should  immediately  be  made  to 
the  Continental  Congress,  in  order  that  a  general  regulation 
may  take  place ;  for  although  this  Congress  will  always  be 
ready  to  pursue  such  measures  as  may  advance  the  common 
cause,  yet  the  justice  due  to  their  constituents  forbids  their 
subjecting  this  Colony  to  partial  restraints. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant. 
By  order : 

Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 
To  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Pro- 


visions. 


JOSEPH    TRUMBULL    TO    JAMES    WARREN. 

New- York,  June  11,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir  :  1  am  directed  by  General  Washington 
to  send  forward  persons  to  supply  the  New-England  troops 
marching  into  Canada  with  provisions.  In  order  to  do  it 
effectually,  I  have  directed  Captain  Farnsworth  to  call  on 
you,  to  be  informed  tlie  route  the  troops  from  your  Colony 
will  take.  He  is  acquainted  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
was  employed  in  the  like  business  last  spring,  and  can  pos- 
sibly give  you  as  good  information  as  any  person  of  the 
best,  easiest,  and  cheapest  route  for  the  troops  to  take.  He 
will  pay  the  mileage  to  the  troops  till  they  arrive  at  the 
stores  he  will  establish,  to  give  them  provisions  at. 

We  have  no  news  here;  all  is  quiet  at  present,  but  don't 
expect  a  long  continuance  of  it.  I  was  at  Philadelphia  last 
week,  and  left  your  Colony  Congress,  gentlemen,  in  good 
health. 

I  am,  with  esteem  and  respect,  dear  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant,  ■,  „ 

Joseph  Irumbull. 

To  the  Honourable  James  Warren,  Esq. 


WESTCHESTER   COUNTY   (neW-YORk)   COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee  for  the  County  of  Westchester,  at  the  White 
Plains,  the  11th  of  June,  1776: 

As  many  enemies  to  America  are  daily  travelling  through 
this  country  in  disguise,  and  under  divers  pretences,  though 
in  reality  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Ministerial  Troops 
when  they  shall  arrive  in  this  Colony,  and  counteracting  the 
salutary  measures  formed  for  our  common  preservation,  this 
Committee  find  themselves  under  the  disagreeable  necessity 
of  taking  measures  for  the  publick  safety,  which  they  con- 
ceive only  to  be  justified  by  the  conduct  of  such  ingrates 
who  occasion  it.     And,  therefore, 

Resolved,  1st.  Tliat  the  several  members  of  this  Com- 
mittee, and  of  the  sub-Committees  wittiin  the  County,  and 
commissioned  Militia  Officers,  be,  and  hereby  are,  empow- 
ered and  required  to  examine  all  and  every  transient  person, 
and  others  who  have  not  certificates  of  their  being  friends  to 
America  from  one  or  more  of  the  members  of  the  County 
or  sub-Committee  of  the  place  where  they  usually  reside, 
or  one  of  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Regiment  to  which  they 
belong.  And  if  any  such  person  shall  refuse  to  render  a 
satisfactory  account  of  himself  to  the  said  Committee-man  or 
Militia  Officer,  and  he  shall  be  convinced  that  he  is  an  enemy 
to  his  country,  he  shall  be  detained  or  committed  at  his  own 
expense,  until  the  sub-Committee  or  Committee-men  of  the 
District  can  be  called ;  and  if  the  sub-Committee  or  Com- 
mittee-men of  the  District  are  of  opinion  that  such  person  is 
an  enemy  to  his  country,  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  send 
him  back  to  his  place  of  residence,  or  confine  him  in  jail,  at 
his  own  expense,  at  the  election  of  the  said  Committee- 
men. 

2d.  That  no  boatmen,  ferrymen,  or  others,  within  this 
County,  who  are  possessed  of  boats,  pettiaugers,  or  small 
crafts,  or  other  persons  whatsoever,  do  presume,  under  pe- 
nalty of  being  treated  as  enemies  to  their  country,  to  trans- 
port or  carry  any  passengers  from  this  County,  by  water  or 
land,  to  New-York,  Long-Island,  New- Jersey,  or  Orange 
County,  or  from  either  of  those  Counties  to  this,  without 
their  having  certificates  from  one  or  more  of  this  Committee, 
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or  of  the  Committee  of  the  County  or  District  in  which  tliey 
reside,  that  they  are  friends  to  the  Hberties  of  America. 

.3d.  That  the  above  Resolutions  be  signed  by  the  Deputy 
Chairman,  and  pubhshed  in  all  the  newspapers  of  this  Co- 

•''  William  MiLLEK,  U.  CAafrma/i. 


COLONEL    LIVINGSTON    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Fort  Constitution,  June  11,  1776. 

May  it  please  tour  Excellency:  I  received  an  an- 
swer to  the  letter  I  wrote  your  Excellency  on  the  14th  of 
May  last,  yesterday,  dated  the  19th  of  May,  by  a  sloop  from 
Albany.  Since  my  last  returns,  we  have  received  ninety- 
five  arms  from  Dutchess  County  and  the  Manor  of  Living- 
ston, most  of  them  out  of  repair.  Permit  nie  once  more 
to  represent  to  your  Excellency  the  necessity  of  workmen 
to  repair  the  arms  in  these  garrisons,  and  to  furnish  them 
with  new.  There  are  now  at  this  garrison  four  soldiers  that 
understand  the  business ;  they  will  engage  to  work  at  their 
trade,  one  of  them  at  four  pounds  ten,  two  others  at  four 
pounds,  and  one  other  at  three  pounds  per  month,  their 
wages  as  soldiers  included  ;  the  man  whom  I  would  propose 
for  head-workman,  and  who  is  well  known  to  understand 
the  business  in  all  its  branches,  must  have  twelve  shillings  a 
day,  and  says  the  business  cannot  be  carried  on  to  any  ad- 
vantage without  three  or  four  hands  to  assist  in  makino- 
stocks,  locks,  and  bayonets,  &.c.  Should  your  Excellency 
think  proper  to  employ  those  people,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
give  the  Commissioners  orders  to  build  a  sloop  for  them  to 
work  in,  as  the  carpenters  are  under  their  direction. 

The  Deputy-Commissary  has  furnished  us  with  rum,  in 
consequence  of  which  we  have  fewer  on  the  sick  list,  and 
the  works  go  on  with  greater  spirit,  though  the  duty  is  very 
hard  ;  we  have  not  the  least  time  for  disciplining  our  men, 
as  they  work  nine  hours  a  day.  This  duty  1  am  obliged  to 
exact  of  them,  or  we  should  not  get  the  intended  works 
finished  in  a  great  while  with  the  few  hands  we  have. 

Mr.  Harrison  writes  that  your  Excellency  is  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  the  supplies  of  money  I  mentioned  to  you  were, 
and  that  the  Committee  had  not  furnished  us  with ;  the 
Committee  at  New-York  undertook  to  pay  the  billeting 
rolls  and  arrears  due  to  these  new -raised  regiments  to  a  cer- 
tain date,  from  which  time  we  were  to  be  paid  by  the  Pay- 
master-General. 

When  in  New-York,  your  Excellency  may  remember, 
I  applied  to  you  for  money  for  three  Captains  from  Long- 
Island.  Your  reply,  if  I  recollect  right,  was,  that  we  could 
not  be  paid  till  the  Committee  had  furnished  us  to  the  time 
they  had  fixed  on,  as  they  were  in  advance  to  some  of 
our  Captains.  Before  I  came  from  New-  York  the  Com- 
mittee had  determined  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  ac- 
counts of  particular  Captains,  but  proposed  to  advance  cer- 
tain stipulated  sums  to  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments, 
resolving  that  they  should  pay  to  each  Captain  what  was 
necessary,  and  making  the  commanding  officer  accountable 
for  the  whole  of  what  was  advanced.  This  money  I  was 
in  expectation  the  Committee  would  iiave  furnished  me 
with  for  the  purpose  above-mentioned.  An  account  of  the 
moneys  due  1  now  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  in  order  to 
found  a  warrant  upon,  if  you  should  be  so  inclined. 

1  cannot  learn  that  any  provision  is  made  for  a  Barrack- 
master,  or  a  conductor  of  stores,  though  they  are  persons  we 
can  scarcely  do  without ;  there  are  people  here  capable  of 
both,  if  your  Excellency  should  think  proper  to  appoint 
them. 

Since  my  return  to  your  Excellency  of  the  state  of  these 
garrisons,  I  have  ordered  ten  pieces  of  cannon  to  be  re- 
moved from  hence  to  Fort  Montgomery,  with  as  many  stores 
as  could  be  spared  for  them ;  this  I  thought  necessary,  as 
they  had  only  six  pieces  mounted  there.  I  have  also  made 
up  into  cannon-cartridges  the  small  stock  of  ammunition  we 
have,  reserving  a  proportionable  part  for  musketry ;  and  by 
reason  of  the  great  distance  of  the  magazine  from  our  two 
southernmost  batteries,  I  have  been  obliged  to  order  move- 
able boxes  to  be  made,  each  to  contain  one  budge-barrel 
with  cartridges,  and  constructed  so  as  to  secure  them  from 
the  weather.  These,  if  approved  of  by  your  Excellency,  I 
intend  shall  be  placed  (according  to  the  proportion  of  guns, 
allowing  one  to  every  two  guns)  upon  each  battery,  in  order 
that  we  may  be  in  readiness  upon  any  emergency  that  may 
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happen.  I  thought  this  cheaper  than  building  a  magazine, 
which  I  did  not  care  to  venture  upon  without  particular  in- 
structions. 

A  few  days  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  to  see  Mr.  Chase  and 
Mr.  Carroll,  (two  of  the  Commissioners  sent  from  Congress 
to  Canada,)  on  their  return  ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  conver- 
sation with  thcni,  1  mentioned  to  them  the  judgment  of  a 
General  Court-Martial,  held  at  this  fort  on  the  17th  oi  May 
last,  relative  to  some  prisoners  found  guilty  of  mutiny  by 
said  court,  which  ajjpeared  so  singular  to  them  that  they 
insisted  on  my  sending  your  Excellency  the  proceedings, 
which  I  now  transmit ;  they  should  have  been  sent  before, 
had  I  thought  they  merited  your  Excellency's  attention.  I 
am  in  hopes  that  a  little  experience  will  teach  our  officei-s 
the  necessity  of  a  stricter  discipline ;  we  are  young  yet ;  and, 
with  deference  to  your  Excellency's  superior  judgment,  1 
cannot  help  thinking  it  would  be  of  great  service  to  us  to  be 
at  Neic-York,  or  where  there  is  a  larger  detail,  and  more 
corps  of  troops  than  our  own  ;  we  move  in  a  narrow  circle — 
rather  too  confined  to  aflbrd  much  improvement. 

I  was  under  the  necessity  of  permitting  the  bearer.  Cap- 
tain Child,  to  go  to  New-  York,  as  his  men  are  almost  des- 
titute of  clothing. 

\Ath  of  June. — May  it  please  your  Excellency :  Since 
1  wrote  the  above,  Captain  Bedlow,  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  laying  out  the  fortifications  at  this  place,  arrived 
from  New-York,  and  communicated  the  instructions  he  re- 
ceived from  your  Excellency  relative  to  the  completion  of 
these  works ;  from  which  design  we  were  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  work  of  most  consequence  is  excluded,  as  it  com- 
mands, at  point  blank,  all  the  fortifications  erected  on  this 
island  :  this  spot  lies  directly  opposite  to  us,  on  a  point  called 
West  Point,  and  contains  about  forty  acres  of  level ;  it  would 
be  easy  of  access  to  our  enemies  should  they  either  pass  or 
take  Fort  Montgomery.  Colonel  Putnam  when  here  thought 
it  ought  by  no  means  to  be  neglected.  Comparing  this  cir- 
cumstance and  the  situation  together,  we  imagined  that  Lord 
Stirling  and  Colonel  Putnam,  immersed  in  a  world  of  busi- 
ness of  equal  importance,  had  omitted  to  mention  this  eligi- 
ble situation,  either  for  a  grand  batteiy,  which  might  be  so 
constructed  as  to  command  a  long  reach  both  up  and  down 
the  river,  or  for  a  post  for  the  enemy,  which  we  conceive 
would  be  of  infinite  prejudice  to  us.  If  I  could  obtain 
your  Excellency's  approbation,  a  work  should  be  immedi- 
ately thrown  up  at  this  place,  to  be  defended  by  fifty  men, 
with  small-arms.  Captain  Bedlow  tells  me  that  one  thou- 
sand men  are  to  be  called  to  these  forts :  if  they  are  from 
the  Minute  service,  we  shall  want  an  immediate  supply  of 
tents  for  them,  as  the  barracks,  and  those  intended,  will  by 
no  means  contain  them.  Tents  for  at  least  eight  hundred 
men  will  be  wanted. 

I  ought  to  make  an  apology  for  taking  up  so  much  of 
your  Excellency's  time ;  but  the  evident  necessity  for  it  will, 
I  hope,  plead  my  excuse  more  powerfully. 

I  remain  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 

'  Henry  B.  Livingston,  Com'g  Officer. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq. 


colonel    LIVINGSTON    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Fort  Constitution,  June  11,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  According  to  your  request  I  send  you  en- 
closed a  list  of  the  arms  sent  us  from  Dutchess  County  and 
the  Manor  of  Livingston.  Those  from  Dutchess  are  ap- 
praised at  extravagant  rates,  only  one  being  fit  for  service ; 
those  from  the  Manor  are  much  too  low — they  are  most  of 
them  good  fowling  pieces,  but  unfit  for  war,  on  account  of 
their  prodigious  length,  some  of  them  being  no  less  than 
seven  feet. 

On  the  8th  instant.  Colonel  Nicoll  resigned  the  command 
of  these  garrisons  to  me. 

Those  unhappy  wretches  made  prisoner  by  the  County 
Committees,  whom  they  command  us  to  keep  at  hard  la- 
bour, I  have  not  exacted  that  drudgery  of,  as  I  conceive 
those  commands  to  be  rather  a  tyrannical  exercise  of  power 
in  those  gentlemen,  which  they  have  no  right  to  exercise, 
and  such  as  no  Continental  officer  is  bound  to  conform  to 
without  a  particular  direction  from  Congress  or  a  superior 
officer.    However,  if  your  Lordship  should  be  of  a  difierent 
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way  of  tliinking,  and  will  bo  so  obliging  as  to  lionour  me 
with  your  command,  I  will  immediately  on  the  receipt  of 
tiiem  rectify  that  matter. 

I  would  be  much  obliged  to  your  Lordship  if  you  would 
represent  to  the  General  the  necessity  of  a  supply  of  tents 
for  these  garrisons ;  sixty-two,  including  thirteen  officers' 
tents,  will  be  sufficient  for  the  present.  Colonel  Clinton, 
appointed  to  our  regiment,  is  now  at  New-York ;  but  from 
some  hints  I  had  from  Mr.  Duane  (who  called  here  on  his 
way  from  home)  I  am  led  to  tliink  that  he  will  be  made  a 
Brigadier-General.  Should  this  be  the  case,  I  must  beg 
your  Lordship's  interest  to  get  me  the  regiment,  if  some  one 
of  more  experience  is  not  thought  of.  Major  C'ari/  would 
make  a  better  Major  or  Lieutenant-Colonel  than  could  pos- 
sibly be  supplied  from  our  regiment,  if  he  is  not  better 
provided  for. 

A  Surgeon  is  much  wanted  at  each  of  these  posts,  as 
there  are  many  sick,  and  one  person  is  incapable  of  attend- 
ing them  all  at  a  distance  of  seven  miles  apart.  But  I  will 
say  no  more  of  our  wants  until  those  your  Lordship  is  alrea- 
dy acquainted  with  are  supplied,  as  a  repetition  will  be 
tedious.  1  send  this  by  Captain  Childs,  who  I  am  obliged 
to  send  to  New-  York  for  necessaries  for  his  men. 

My  respects  to  Lady  Stirling,  Lady  Mary,  and  Lady 
Cati/.  1  remain,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  j^^^^^  g    Livingston. 

To  the  Earl  of  Stirling,  a  Brigadier-General  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  New-York. 


GENERAL   SCHUYLER   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  June  11,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  had  the  honour  to  address  your  Excellen- 
cy yesterday  by  post ;  since  which  Mr.  Deane,  the  Indian 
interpreter,  is  arrived  from  Oneida,  and  contradicts  the  ac- 
count contained  in  the  paper  enclosed  in  mine  of  yesterday; 
but  says  that  an  account  arrived  at  Oneida,  and  tlie  Oneidas 
believed  it  to  be  true,  "  that  Butler  had  called  a  meeting 
of  the  Six  Nations  at  Oswego."  The  Oneidas  apprehend 
that  he  will  attempt  to  procure  the  Six  Nations  to  join  the 
more  western  Indians,  and  assist  them  in  falling  on  the  Ger- 
man Flats.  I  have  recommended  the  greatest  vigilance  to 
the  Committee  of  that  County,  and  to  keep  parties  continu- 
ally scouring  the  woods,  as  far  as,  and  even  beyond,  Fort 
Stanwix,  to  prevent  a  surprise. 

I  have  already  sent  a  message  inviting  the  Six  Nations 
to  a  conference  at  the  German  Flats,  on  the  1st  of  next 
month.  The  Oneidas  desired  Mr.  Deane  to  request  me  to 
send  for  the  Indians  that  left  this  on  a  visit  to  the  sea-coast. 
As  these  are  chiefly  our  best  friends,  I  wish  to  have  them 
here  the  soonest  possible,  and  that  every  mark  of  attention 
should  be  given  them  by  the  people  with  whom  they  come 
up. 

We  are  in  great  want  of  powder  and  lead,  and  equally 
so  for  intrenching  tools  of  every  kind,  a  few  pieces  of  can- 
non with  the  appurtenances,  and  a  competent  number  of 
artillerymen,  having  none  on  this  side  of  Canada. 

1  am  preparing  everything  I  can  with  the  utmost  secrecy 
for  taking  post  at  Fort  Stanwix,  which  I  propose  to  do 
immediately  after  the  conference  with  the  Indians;  and 
should  the  Mohawks,  Onondagas,  and  Cayugas,  declare 
against  us,  I  will,  if  possible,  cut  off  the  two  latter  as  soon 
as  they  are  got  home,  by  a  detachment  from  Fort  Stanwix, 
(the  farthest  live  about  ninety  miles  from  that  place,)  and  at 
the  same  time  seize  on  iha  Mohawks ;  the  Senecas  are  out 
of  our  reach.     Be  pleased  to  order  up  some  flints. 

Some  time  in  April  a  Mr.  Blake,  oi  Montreal,  presented 
me  two  bills,  drawn  on  me  in  his  favour  by  General  Wooster ; 
one  of  which,  amounting  to  four  hundred  and  seventeen 
pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  nine  pence,  lawful,  was  to  be 
paid  in  specie,  which,  as  I  could  not  comply  with,  I  ofiered 
to  discharge  in  Continental  bills.  He  refuses  to  accept  them, 
and  complains  of  a  breach  of  publick  faith.  I  confess  that 
I  had  authorized  General  Wooster  to  draw  on  me  in  that 
manner,  and  had  reason  to  believe,  from  the  advices  I 
received  from  Congress,  that  I  should  have  been  enabled  to 
discharge  such  drafts;  but  such  has  been  the  scarcity  of 
specie  and  such  the  call  for  it  in  Canada,  that  what  little 
has  been  sent  me  from  below  I  have  inmiediately  forwarded ; 
and  upwards  of  two  thousand  pounds  which  1  borrowed  in 


February  last  on  my  private  security,  to  be  repaid  in  three 
weeks,  is  still  due,  as  I  have  never  yet  been  enabled  to  dis- 
charge it.  Blake  makes  such  a  stir  about  this  affair  that 
I  could  wish  he  was  paid,  if  so  much  specie  can  be  got  at 
New-  York. 

General  Sullivan  has  sent  for  the  exchange  prisoners  thai 
had  returned  to  Ticondcroga  and  Fort  George,  and  I  have 
ordered  them  back,  but  many  of  Colonel  BedePs  Regiment 
are  already  deserted. 

V2th. — Yesterday  General  Wbo«<er  delivered  me  a  return, 
of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  I  mention  this  lest  it  should 
be  said  that  I  had  received  regular  returns.  I  have  not  yet 
had  one  from  Canada,  either  of  the  Army  or  from  any  Com- 
missary whatsoever,  not  even  a  single  line  from  Mr.  Price, 
although  I  so  earnestly  pressed  him,  in  my  instructions  of 
the  7th  of  May,  to  let  me  know  the  state  of  provisions  in 
Canada.  In  siiort,  if  I  had  not  apprehended  that  difficul- 
ties would  have  arisen  in  procuring  flour,  and  prepared 
accordingly,  the  Army  must  have  starved  ;  they  are  out  of 
danger  now,  unless  no  pork  should  arrive. 

If  the  Militia  ordered  into  Canada  from  the  New-Eng- 
land  Colonies  should  not  have  had  the  small-pox,  they  will 
rather  weaken  than  strengthen  our  Army.  Would  it  not  be 
advisable  to  order  them  to  send  none  but  such  as  have 
already  had  that  distemper? 

I  have  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  batteaus  at  Fort 
George,  which  will,  I  believe,  be  fully  sufficient  to  convey 
all  the  Militia  that  will  go. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellen- 
cy's most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL  ARNOLD  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN. 

Montreal,  June  11,  1776. 

Dear  General:  I  wrote  you  this  morning  via  Chambly, 
and  enclosed  sundry  papers  respecting  the  affair  at  the  Ce- 
dars and  the  officers  sent  down  under  arrest.  I  have  just 
received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Dr.  Stringer,  which  is  of 
so  much  importance  I  have  sent  off  the  bearer  with  it,  that 
you  may  give  such  directions  in  time  as  you  may  think  best. 
I  think  it  will  be  prudent  to  remove  the  sick  and  wounded 
who  are  not  likely  to  be  serviceable  soon,  to  the  Isle-aut- 
Noix,  togetlier  with  the  stores,  medicines,  and  some  tents 
and  boats. 

The  goods  which  I  seized  here  for  the  use  of  the  Army, 
I  sent  to  St.  Johns  by  Major  Scott :  Colonel  Ilazen,  who 
refused  to  receive  them,  leaving  them  exposed,  they  have 
been  broken  open,  and  some  plundered  and  the  rest  in  the 
greatest  confusion  and  disorder.  Nothing  is  yet  done  to 
the  works  at  St.  Johns.  1  have  only  three  hundred  men 
here,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  at  La  Chine,  the  greater 
part  of  whom  I  expect  will  have  the  small-pox  in  a  few 
days.  I  intend  going  to  Chambly  and  St.  Johns  early  in 
the  morning,  and  shall  return  as  soon  as  possible.  Mr. 
Thicker  has  this  minute  arrived  here  from  Chambly,  and 
tells  a  confused  story  of  an  engagement  between  General 
Thompson  and  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  that  both 
armies  retired,  the  enemy  to  Three  Rivers,  and  our  troops 
to  Berthier.  I  wait  with  great  anxiety  to  know  the  truth 
of  this  matter. 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  dear  General,  your 

obedient,  humble  servant,  r>     a 

'  '  B.  Arnold. 


COMMODORE    HOPKINS    TO    CAPTAIN    JONES. 

Newport,  June  11,  1776. 

Sir  :  On  receipt  of  this,  you  are  to  get  what  things  are 
absolutely  necessary  on  board  immediately  and  what  hands 
are  ready,  and  come  directly  down  here. 

Captain  Brown  will  come  down  with  you  for  a  pilot. 
Here  is  a  small  sloop,  now  off  the  harbour,  of  four  carriage 
and  twelve  swivel  guns,  and  about  thirty  hands.  If  you 
have  not  hands  enough,  I  shall  put  as  many  on  board  here 
as  will  be  sufficient. 

I  am  your  humble  servant,  g^^^  Hopkins. 

To  John  Paul  Jones,  Esq.,  Commander  of  the  Sloop  Pro- 
vidence, at  Providence. 
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WILLIAM    BARTLETT    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Beverley,  June  11,  1776. 

Sir:  I  would  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  of 
my  proceedings  with  respect  to  the  vessels  taken  and  brought 
in  here  by  Captain  Manly.  After  condemnation  they  were, 
agreeable  to  your  instructions,  advertised  in  the  publick  pa- 
pers three  weeks  ;  I  then  proceeded  to  the  sale.  I  received 
instructions  from  your  Excellency,  through  the  Honourable 
Major-General  Ward,  to  purchase  the  ship  Jenny  and  the 
brigantine  Hannah,  for  the  United  Colonies,  provided  they 
sold  very  much  under  their  real  value :  the  Jenny  selling  for 
nineteen  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  thought  it  quite  enough 
for  her,  therefore  did  not  purchase  her ;  the  brigantine  Han- 
nah I  purchased  for  five  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  and 
have  since  delivered  her  to  Captain  Bradford  by  order  of 
General  Ward;  the  ship  Co/icorrf  sold  for  nine  hundred  and 
thirty  pounds ;  the  brig  Nancy  for  four  hundred  and  thirty 
pounds ;  the  sloop  Betsey  for  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  pounds  ;  and  the  sloop  Polly  for  one  hundred  and  thirty 
pounds.  I  have  also  sold  all  the  goods  I  think  at  a  very 
good  price. 

If  your  Excellency  thinks  proper  to  order  that  the  goods 
delivered  Colonel  Miff-in,  as  well  as  the  ordnance  stores, 
should  be  valued  and  transmitted  me,  that  the  sales  may  be 
closed,  it  would  be  of  infinite  service  to  the  poor  captors,  as 
well  as  an  encouragement  to  them  to  go  again  into  the  ser- 
vice ;  for  I  do  not  conceive  there  can  be  a  division  until  I 
can  get  the  amount  of  the  whole. 

I  would  further  beg  your  Excellency's  instructions  con- 
cerning paying  the  captors.  There  were  several  servants  in 
the  service  in  taking  these  prizes,  the  masters  of  whom  apply 
for  their  share  of  the  prize  money.  Knowing  the  rules  of 
the  Army  respecting  that  matter,  have  refused  paying  them 
until  I  receive  your  Excellency's  orders ;  also,  whether  any 
of  the  people  who  are  yet  left  with  us  belonging  to  any  of 
the  above  vessels  should  receive  any  wages. 

This  day  Captain  Bradford  applied,  and  informed  me  that 
he  was  appointed  agent  for  this  Colony,  with  power  to  de- 
pute whom  he  thought  proper  under  him  ;  therefore  desired 
me  not  to  act  any  more  in  the  station  which  your  Excel- 
lency was  pleased  to  appoint  me  in. 

Your  Excellency's  orders  with  respect  to  this,  or  any  other 
afEiir,  will  be  gratefully  accepted  and  punctually  obeyed,  by 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

William  Bartlett. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

N.  B.  My  best  compliments  to  Colonel  Moylan. 


DISSOLUTION    OF    THE    MARYLAND    ASSEMBLY. 

Annapolis,  June  13,  1776. 

The  time  limited  for  the  continuation  of  the  present  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  this  Province  expiring  on  the  14th  instant, 
his  Excellency  our  Governour  was  yesterday  pleased  to  issue 
his  Proclamation  for  dissolving  the  same,  and  to  order  writs 
of  election  to  be  issued  to-morrow  to  call  a  new  Assembly, 
returnable  the  25th  day  July  next. 


CHARLES    CARROLL,    BARRISTER,    TO    WILLIAM    HAYWARD. 
Mounl-Clarc,  Baltimore  County,  June  12,  1776. 

My  DEAR  Sir:  I  received  last  night  Mr.  Tilghman's 
letter  of  Sunday  last,  enclosing  the  resolves  of  the  Virginia 
Convention  ;  and  I  assure  you  I  would  most  willingly  ride 
down  to  Annapolis,  to  be  with  you  a  day  or  two,  were  I  in 
a  condition  to  do  it  or  to  be  of  much  service,  but  1  am  so 
unhinged  and  relaxed  by  my  attendance  and  confinement, 
that  I  am  plagued  with  almost  constant  little  fevers  ;  and 
though  I  keep  about,  I  am  apprehensive  such  a  ride  would 
lay  me  up,  and  it  is  with  difficulty  I  now  hold  my  pen  to 
write  to  you.  I  will,  however,  with  as  much  precision  as 
I  can,  give  you  my  sentiments. 

If  you  are  fully  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the  pre- 
sent Council  of  Safety  entering  into  a  vindication  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Convention  and  the  proceedings  of  the  for- 
mer Council,  by  letter  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Vir- 
ginia, against  assertions  thrown  out  by  the  Convention  of 
that  Colony  in  their  resolves,  1  think  you  have  the  matter 
and  the  grounds  for  the  conduct  of  the  Council  of  Safety 


fully  set  forth  in  our  letters  to  the  Congress,  and  our  several 
letters  to  our  Deputies  on  the  intercepted  letters,  and  our 
proceedings  with  the  Governour.  And  I  think  the  more  con- 
cise and  pointed  such  letter  is  the  better.  They  may  be  told 
that  the  Council  of  Safety  proceeded  in  a  matter  to  which 
they  were  comptitcnt,  on  testimony  that  they  (the  Conven- 
tion of  Viiginia)  could  not  be  privy  to;  that  they  were  hap- 
py in  having  their  conduct  approved  of  by  the  Convention 
of  the  Province  ;  and  that  you  would  not  condescend  to  en- 
ter into  a  discussion  of  their  conduct  with  any  publick  body 
that  has  not  authority  to  interfere  in  our  Provincial  concerns, 
and  to  which  we  are  not  accountable ;  that  the  readiness 
with  which  this  Province,  on  a  late  occasion,  ordered  some 
companies  of  their  Minute-men  down  to  the  Eastern-Shore 
Counties  of  Virginia  for  their  protection,  and  the  readiness 
and  disposition  the  Council  of  Safety  have  on  every  occa- 
sion demonstrated  to  co-operate  with  their  Colony  in  every 
measure  proposed  by  them,  will  evince  to  the  world  their 
regard  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  that  Colony,  and  clear 
the  Convention  from  the  unjust  imputation  of  having  pro- 
moted Governour  EdeJi's  passage,  to  assist  in  the  destruction 
of  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  under  pretence  of  his  returning 
to  England.  I  have  not  the  letter,  or  what  they  call  the  ad- 
dress, to  Governour  Eden,  here ;  but  by  what  I  recollect  of 
it,  I  think  they  may  be  told  that  the  Council  cannot  conceive 
the  letter  or  address  to  Governour  Eden  can  support  or  jus- 
tify him  in  assuming  any  publick  character,  or  enable  him  to 
promote  any  measure  that  may  tend  to  disunite  the  Colo- 
nies, or  be  productive  of  the  danger  apprehended  to  the 
common  cause  of  America. 

N.  B.  Would  it  not  be  proper  to  omit  the  address  ?  If 
you  incline  to  say  anything  on  the  clause  in  the  resolves 
relating  to  the  reasons  assigned  for  his  departure,  you  may, 
I  think,  well  tell  them  that  when  we  consider  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  of  State,  on  whom,  by  act  of  Assembly 
of  this  Province,  in  the  absence  of  the  Governour,  the  Go- 
vernment is  to  devolve,  is  a  native  of  the  Province,  and  his 
connexions,  fortune,  and  family  in  it,  we  cannot  apprehend 
he  will  consider  himself  under  equal  obligations  to  execute 
the  Ministerial  mandates,  with  a  Governour  who  is  a  native 
o{ England,  and  who  has  his  family,  connexions,  and  fortune, 
in  that  country ;  nor,  if  he  should  unfortunately  be  equally 
ready  to  obey  them,  do  we  apprehend  that  he  will  have 
equal  influence  or  power  to  carry  any  measures  proposed 
by  them  into  execution ; — we  therefore  are  persuaded  the 
Convention  acted  with  the  greatest  discretion  and  prudence 
in  continuing  the  Government  in  its  old  and  at  present  esta- 
blished form,  till  they  should  themselves  be  convinced  that 
there  was  no  probability  of  a  reconciliation  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  should  find  themselves  under  an  absolute  necessity 
of  altering  it ;  and  we  are  convinced  that  in  their  proceed- 
ings they  were  neither  deceived  by  any  professions  of  friend- 
ship to  America  made  by  Governour  Eden,  nor  influenced 
by  any  dependance  on  Proprietary  power,  but  actuated  by 
strict  justice  and  honour  only  ;  and  we  are  satisfied  their 
conduct  has  met  with  the  approbation  of  their  constituents, 
who,  we  are  convinced,  will  treat  in  a  manner  becoming  their 
good  sense  and  spirit  every  attempt  of  any  external  Provin- 
cial body  whatsoever  that  may  presume  to  dictate  to  them, 
or  to  interfere  with  the  administration  of  Government  or 
internal  business  of  the  Province ;  and  although  we  cannot 
but  be  in  some  measure  affected  by  the  injurious  insinuations 
thrown  out  in  the  resolves  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia 
against  the  motives  and  conduct  of  the  Convention  and 
Council  of  Safety — insinuations  in  our  opinion  continued  and 
circulated  to  lessen  in  the  estimation  of  our  countrymen  the 
credit  of  those  in  whom  at  present  the  publick  authority  in 
this  Province  is  placed,  and  are  satisfied  they  will  not  tend 
to  i)romote  the  harmony  that  at  this  critical  period  should 
subsist  between  the  two  Colonies,  but  may,  in  our  appre- 
hension, be  attended  with  the  most  disagreeable  and  perhaps 
dangerous  consequences — yet  we  shall,  with  the  spirit  and 
firmness  often  superior  to  little  contrivances  and  such  provo- 
cations, disregard  the  injurious  treatment  these  bodies  have 
received,  or  any  that  may  ever  hereafter  be  offered  to  us  as 
a  publick  body,  and  shall  steadily,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power, 
pursue  every  measure  that,  in  our  opinion,  may  conduce 
to  the  safety,  protection  and  defence  of  ourselves  and  our 
neighbours,  or  promote  the  general  interests  oi  America. 

I  have  thus  thrown  together  my  thoughts.    Whether  yoia 
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may  think  of  writing  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia, 
or  whether  you  may  think  of  publishing  anything  as  a  de- 
claration of  the  people,  i  must  repeat  it,  I  think  tii(!  shorter 
and  the  more  peremptory  it  is,  the  better  effect  it  will  have. 
We  are  not  accountable  to  them  for  our  conduct,  and  there- 
fore 1  am  not  for  entering  into  a  discussion  of  the  matter 
with  them. 

This  letter  has  been  written  two  or  three  days,  and  I 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  sending  it  till  now,  by  Mr. 
Lwr.  I  did  intend  to  set  oft'  for  Annapolis  to-morrow,  as 
I  am  a  little  better  than  I  have  been,  but  Mr.  Lilc  informs 
me  that  the  Convention  is  to  meet  on  the  18th ;  if  so,  it 
will  be  impossible  for  me  to  go  down  and  be  up  here  again, 
and  return  again  to  the  Convention,  without  hurrying  myself 
too  much  ;  so  I  shall  stay  till  I  hear  from  you  by  Mr.  Lvx. 
1  think,  as  the  Convention  is  to  meet  shortly,  you  need  not 
hurry  your  answer  or  declaration,  but  defer  it  for  a  post  or 
two.  Pray  present  my  compliments  to  all  my  brothers  of 
the  Council. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Carroll. 
To  the  Honourable  William  Hayward,  Esq. 


B.    HACKALL   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

In  Committee  of  Observation  for  Calvert  County,  'i 
June  12,  1776.      3 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th 
instant  concerning  Captain  BealFs  complaint  for  want  of 
house-room  for  his  troops.  We,  in  answer,  inform  you  that, 
agreeable  to  our  prior  information,  we  procured  houses  at 
Drum  Point,  which  we  thought  were  sufficient ;  but  finding 
that  the  resolves  of  the  Convention  in  December  last  only 
obliged  us  to  find  the  troops  sufficient  accommodations 
during  the  winter  season,  we  are  of  opinion  that  we  cannot 
engage  our  County  in  any  expense  of  building  barracks. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servants. 
Per  order:  B.  Mackall,   Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF     SAFETY    TO    ROBERT     ALEXANDER. 

[No.  22.]  Annapolis,  June  12,  1776. 

Sir:  Mr.  Purviance  has  just  now  informed  us  of  your 
return  to  Baltimore-town,  after  your  long  absence  from  your 
family  and  friends,  which,  as  it  must  afford  you  and  them 
great  joy  and  satisfaction,  we  most  sincerely  congratulate 
you  thereon.  We  have  some  times  found  much  difficulty  in 
transaction  of  business  that  originally  had  been  under  your 
direction,  for  the  want  of  the  contracts  and  other  papers 
relative  thereto,  and  we  should  be  glad  that  you  would 
transmit  to  us,  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can,  all  the  agree- 
ments and  papers  you  have  in  your  possession  respecting 
the  publick,  and  which  properly  may  come  under  the  in- 
spection and  cognizance  of  our  Board. 

We  hope  soon  to  hear  of  your  being  restored  to  perfect 
health  ;  and  are  yours,  Sic. 

To  Robert  Alexander,  Esq. 


To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  General 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Colonies,  SfC.  : 

The  Memorial  of  Colonel  John  Nicolson,  late  acting  as 
Lieutenant- Colonel  of  the  Regiment  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  James  Clinton,  in  the  Northern  Department, 
and  nominated  as  Colonel  of  a  Regiment  to  be  recruited 
in  Canada  out  of  the  four  New-York  Regiments,  hum- 
bly showeth  : 

That  your  Memorialist  was,  on  the  28th  oi  June  last,  ap- 
pointed a  Captain  of  a  company  by  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  JVew-Ybrit,  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  James 
Clinton;  and  having  recruited  his  company,  was  commis- 
sioned accordingly  by  the  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. That  your  Memorialist,  having  joined  said  regiment, 
marched  with  his  company  to  the  fort  of  St.  Johns,  where 
he  served  during  that  seige,  with  the  rest  of  the  Army,  under 
the  command  of  the  late  worthy  General  Montgomery;  that 
after  the  reduction  of  that  fort,  he  proceeded  with  the  Army 
to  Montreal;  that  soon  after  that  place  surrendered,  the 
time  for  which  your  Memorialist's  company  were  inlisted 


expired  :  that  many  (as  well  the  officers  of  said  regiment  as 
men)  then  quit  the  service  and  returned  home,  by  which  a 
new  arrangement  of  officers  became  necessary,  and  was  made 
by  General  Montgomery  ;  that  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  and 
Major,  and  someof  the  elder  Captains  of  said  regiment,  being 
among  those  who  returned  home,  (or  never  joined  the  reiri- 
ment.)  your  Memorialist  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel 
of  the  said  regiment,  and  continued  to  act  in  that  capacity 
before  (^uebeck  (unless  when  prevented  by  sickness)  until 
the  1.5th  of  April  last,  when  the  tiine  for  which  the  regiment 
were  inlisted  expired ;  that  your  Memorialist  was  then  ap- 
pointed by  General  Arnold  to  the  command  of  a  regiment 
to  be  recruited  and  raised  out  of  the  four  New-  York  Regi- 
ments in  Canada,  which  appointment  was  afterwards  con- 
firmed by  General  Wooster,  and  your  Memorialist  being  ad- 
vised that  his  acceptance  of  this  appointment  would  promote 
the  publick  service,  has  accordingly  accepted  the  same,  and, 
with  his  officers,  (everything  considered,)  had  made  some 
considerable  progress  in  recruiting  said  regiment  before  the 
late  unhappy  event  which  occasioned  the  retreat  of  the  Army 
from  before  (^ucbeck.  That  notwithstanding  your  Memori- 
alist is  conscious  that,  in  the  whole  of  his  conduct  on  that 
occasion,  he  faithfully  complied  with  the  orders  of  his  supe- 
rior officers,  which  were  given  in  consequence  of  a  council 
of  war,  and  that  in  every  case  he  has  endeavoured  to  dis- 
charge his  duty  as  a  good  officer  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  yet 
a  report  has  lately  been  raised  and  industriously  propagated 
by  some  ill-minded  persons,  (for  reasons  best  known  to  them- 
selves,) as  well  through  the  Army  as  country,  that  your 
Memorialist  had,  upon  the  above  occasion,  not  only  been 
guilty  of  disobedience  of  orders,  but  of  cowardice  ;  whereby 
your  Aleinoiialist's  reputation  (w hich  is  dearer  to  him  than 
hfe)  is  greatly  injured,  and  his  usefulness  as  an  officer  much 
impaired,  and  unless  he  can  have  justice  in  the  premises 
will  be  totally  destroyed. 

Your  Memorialist  begs  leave  further  to  observe,  that  he  is 
appointed  and  commissioned  a  Major  in  the  regiment  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Wynkoop,  which,  though  a  degra- 
dation in  rank,  he  would  rather  consent  to  accept  than  be 
considered  out  of  the  Army,  and  not  entitled  to  have  his 
conduct  properly  inquired  into. 

Your  Memorialist  therefore  humbly  prays  your  Excel- 
lency to  order  an  inquiry  to  be  made  concerning  his  conduct 
on  the  above  occasion,  in  such  manner  as  is  agreeable  to 
military  practice  on  similar  occasions  ;  and  your  Memorialist 

will  ever  pray,  &.c.  -,  lyr 

'    •'  John  Nicolson. 

June  12,  1776. 


TO  THE    AGED    FRIENDS    OF    THE    AMERICAN    CAUSE    IN  THE 
CITY    AND    COUNTY    OF    NEW-YORK. 

Gentlemen:  Although  all  such  persons  as  are  above 
the  age  of  fifty  years  are,  by  Congress,  exempted  from 
bearing  arms,  the  imminent  danger  to  which  this  City  and 
County  are  exposed  renders  it  necessary  that  every  healthy, 
though  aged  friend  to  the  common  rights  of  our  country  and 
mankind,  should  have  an  opportunity  of  lending  their  assist- 
ance, by  voluntarily  forming  themselves  into  companies,  for 
garrison  duty  in  the  City  and  County  aforesaid. 

The  alarming  apprehensions  we  are  under  of  an  invasion 
fi-om  our  malicious  and  inexorable  enemies,  we  hope  will 
apologize  for  the  recommendation  of  this  measure  to  you; 
especially  at  a  time  like  this,  when,  if  it  be  in  the  power  of 
our  foes,  we  are  to  be  lobbed  of  all  our  rights  and  liber- 
ties. 

Virtuous  Fathers !  We  pretend  to  assume  no  authority 
over  you  in  this  matter,  but  wish  that  your  posterity  may 
have  reason  to  boast  their  descent  from  ancestors  who,  in 
the  City  and  County  of  New-  York,  have  nobly  stood  forth 
in  defence  of  the  lives,  liberties,  and  fortunes,  of  a  genera- 
tion who,  by  your  noble  example  now,  will  transmit  the 
fair  inheritance  to  their  sons,  and  your  names  with  honour 
to  the  latest  ages. 

N.  B.  Such  gentlemen  as  are  willing  to  step  forth  as 
aforesaid,  are  requested  to  meet  at  the  house  of  the  Widow 
Vandewater,  near  the  new  brick  meeting-house,  on  Monday 
next,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

Joseph  Winter,  Secretary. 

Committee-Chamber,  New- York,  June  12,  1776. 
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TO  THE  ELECTORS  OV   THE  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  NEW-YOKK. 

My  dear  Friends  :  The  subject  upon  which  we  are 
now  to  deliberate,  and  which  we  are  requested  by  the  Con- 
gress to  carry  into  execution  with  the  utmost  dihgence  and 
punctuality,  is  the  election  of  proper  persons  to  form  a  new 
mode  of  Government  for  this  Colony.  This  is  a  matter  of 
the  highest  importance  to  our  future  happiness  and  prospe- 
rity, as  well  as  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies in  general ;  it  therefore  merits  the  most  studious  atten- 
tion our  minds  are  capable  of  exerting.  And  as  the  good 
people  of  this  County  generally  look  up  to  their  Committee 
for  advice  and  direction  in  matters  of  publick  concern,  and 
having  now  before  us  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  most 
glorious  and  interesting  nature,  and  this  resolve  recom- 
mended to  us  by  the  approbation  of  our  worthy  Committee, 
we,  their  constituents,  in  justice  to  our  country,  ourselves, 
and  posterity,  will  do  well  seriously  to  deliberate  on  and 
weigh  the  good  consequences  which,  by  favour  of  the  God 
of  tiiith  and  justice,  will  certainly  result  from  this  transac- 
tion, and  thereby  we  shall  be  well  convinced  of  its  propriety 
and  necessity,  and  enter  the  more  heartily  and  unanimously 
into  the  measure. 

In  considering  this  subject,  I  think  there  are  two  things 
which  present  themselves  to  our  immediate  consideration : 
First,  The  necessity  of  forming  a  new  mode  of  Government 
at  present ;  and,  Secondly,  The  qualifications  necessary  in 
those  persons  who  are  to  be  elected  to  that  important  trust. 

As  to  the  first,  the  resolutions  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, as  well  as  those  of  our  own  Colony,  have,  to  every 
disinterested  and  liberal  mind,  clearly  proved  the  necessity 
of  establishing  a  new  mode  of  Government  here.  But  as 
there  are  still  some  persons  in  this  City  whose  judgments 
we  have  reason  to  think  are  biased  by  prejudice,  or  the 
sound  of  a  name,  or  whose  faculties  may  be  so  weak  as  not 
to  comprehend  the  momentous  subject  as  presented  by  Con- 
gress, I  shall  endeavour,  briefly,  to  offer  a  few  thoughts  to 
such,  in  order  to  make  it  clear  to  the  meanest  capacity,  and 
at  the  same  time  obviate  an  objection,  which,  by  some,  I 
conceive,  will  be  made  to  the  measure  proposed,  namely, 
that  it  is  immediately  declaring  an  independency. 

As  to  the  objection  against  forming  a  new  Government  at 
all,  I  would  request  those  who  make  it  to  consider  that,  at 
present,  no  Government  exists  here,  nor  can  any  legal  Go- 
vernment possibly  exist  upon  the  old  plan,  when  one  of  the 
three  branches  thereof  is  withdrawn,  and  that  the  main  one, 
too,  of  which  our  former  Government  was  composed.  Must 
not,  then,  our  courts  of  justice,  and,  indeed,  the  whole  course 
of  the  law,  stand  still  ?  And  will  not  this  render  both  our 
persons  and  properties  insecure?  If  Government  be  insti- 
tuted for  the  security  of  both,  how  can  offenders  be  legally 
punished  where  no  Government  exists  ?  Or,  if  Government 
did  exist,  how  can  the  present  officers  thereof  act  in  any- 
wise consistent  with  the  oaths  they  have  taken,  while  we 
are,  in  defence  of  everything  valuable  in  human  life,  oppo- 
sing the  very  Government  they  are  sworn  to  support  ?  Can 
Congress  or  Committees  be  equal  to  the  task  ?  They  can- 
not. If  so,  then  without  a  new  legal  Government,  universal 
disorder  must  ensue.  As  to  the  position,  that  this  measure 
is  declaring  an  independency,  I  would  only  answer,  that  if 
the  measure  be  necessary  to  preserve  us  from  a  thousand 
evils  that  are  ready  to  break  in  upon  us  without  it,  it  ought 
instantly  to  be  adopted,  though  the  enemies  of  our  land 
should  stigmatize  it  with  a  name  which  they,  and  they  only, 
think  a  term  of  reproach,  if  to  be  independent  is  not  only 
the  aim  and  glory  of  every  individual  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth,  but  also  of  every  country  on  the  other  side  of  tlie 
world — for  there  is  not  one  among  them  all  which  doth  not 
place  its  chief  happiness  here — 1  say,  if  this  be  a  natural 
principle  in  mankind,  considered  as  individuals,  and  the  con- 
stant aim  and  desire  of  all  other  countries,  in  the  name  of 
wonder  why  should  this  only  be  excepted  from  the  natural, 
the  necessary,  the  exalted  privilege  of  being  free  and  inde- 
pendent of  every  foreign  jurisdiction  ?  But  should  peace, 
reconciliation,  or  union  with  Britain,  ever  again  take  place, 
will  it  not  be  more  easily  effected  when  the  peo))le  of  these 
Colonies  are  under  a  regular  form  of  Government,  than 
when  matters  were  suffered  to  run  into  confusion  ?  Most 
certainly  it  will.  For  when  the  most  ambitious  man,  or 
set  of  men,  heading  a  lawless  multitude,  shall  direct  our 
councils  by  his  or  their  mere  will  and  pleasure ;  when  ty- 
ranny,  anarchy,  and  confusion,  shall    pervade   this   once 


peaceful  land  ;  when,  for  want  of  Government,  the  strong 
shall  lord  it  over  the  weak,  and  refuse  to  resign  their  power  ; 
or  when,  from  the  very  nature  of  such  proceedings,  a  dis- 
union in  all  or  most  of  the  now  United  Colonies  must  ensue, 
a  reunion  then  will  be  impossible  upon  any  other  terms  than 
that  of  absolute  subjection  and  slavery. 

It  is  but  too  shrewdly  suspected  that  many  of  our  late 
Governours  had  this  ignoble  end  in  view  when  they  with- 
drew themselves  from  their  respective  Govenimcnts ;  but 
thanks  to  the  Supreme  Governour  of  the  world,  who  has  in 
so  remarkable  a  manner  often  interposed  in  our  behalf,  and 
in  no  instance  more  so  than  by  giving  such  wisdom  to  the 
conductors  of  our  publick  affairs  as  to  induce  them  to  leave 
it  in  the  choice  of  every  Colony  "  to  adopt  such  a  form  of 
Government  as  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  people,  best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of 
their  consthuents  in  particular,  and  America  in  general."  If, 
without  establishing  a  new  mode  of  Government,  we  can 
have  no  happiness  or  safety  as  a  people;  if  this  step  be  es- 
sentially necessary  towards  a  future  reconciliation  or  peace 
with  Britain,  consistent  with  liberty ;  and  if  our  Represen- 
tatives in  Congress,  on  tlie  most  mature  deliberation,  have 
directed  us  to  the  measure,  it  is  therefore  become  absolutely 
necessary,  as  it  comes  to  us  with  every  recommendation 
which  can  engage  the  attention  and  compliance  of  every 
good  man. 

As  to  the  qualifications  necessary  in  those  persons  who 
are  to  be  elected  by  us  to  the  im))ortant  trust  of  forming  this 
new  Government,  1  shall  only  observe,  that  I  think  it  the 
duty  of  every  elector  to  lay  aside  all  partiality  and  prejudice 
with  regard  to  the  external  appearance  of  men,  and  choose 
those  only  whom  they  know  to  be  remarkable  for  true  wis- 
dom, integrity,  an  extensive  political  knowledge,  fortitude  of 
mind,  and  a  uniform  steadiness  to  the  American  cause.  Let 
these  characteristicks,  my  dear  friends,  and  these  only,  be  the 
mental  qualifications  of  such  men  as  shall  be  the  objects  of 
your  choice,  this  being  the  greatest  purpose  that  ever  men 
were  yet  chosen  for  in  any  country.  If  we  conduct  our- 
selves well  on  the  17th  instant,  by  choosing  such  characters 
only,  all-gracious  Heaven  will  smile  on  the  solemn  transac- 
tion, approve  of  our  choice,  and  ratify  above,  what  we  shall 
then  do  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 


Columbus. 


New- York,  June  13,  1776. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  CAMP  AT  THE  MOUTH  OF 
THE  SOREL,  DATED  JUNE  12,  1776. 

Before  the  anwal  of  Colonels  Wayne  and  Irvine's  Regi- 
ments, under  the  command  of  General  Sullivan,  Colonel  iSf. 
Clair,  with  a  detachment  of  seven  hundred  men,  was  sent 
down  the  river  St.  Lawrence  about  nine  leagues,  to  watch 
the  motion  of  the  enemy,  and  to  act  occasionally.  Gene- 
ral Sullivan's  arrival  here  was  at  a  critical  time  :  Canada 
was  lost,  without  some  notable  exertion  ;  the  credit  of  our 
arms  gone ;  and  no  number  of  American  troops  to  sustain 
our  posts.  It  was  said  that  the  taking  Trois  Rivieres,  with 
such  troops  as  were  in  it,  would  be  of  service.  A  detach- 
ment, under  General  Thompson,  was  sent  down  the  river, 
the  corps  under  Colonel  St.  Clair  was  to  join  them,  and  if 
the  General  thought  it  expedient,  he  was  ordered  by  Gene- 
ral Sullivan  to  attack  the  enemy  at  Trois  Rivieres.  We 
left  this  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  instant,  in  several  bat- 
teaus,  and  joined  Colonel  St.  Clair  about  twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  which  being  too  late  to  proceed  on  to  Trois  Rivieres, 
the  enterprise  was  postponed  till  the  next  night.  In  the 
dusk  of  the  evening  of  the  7th.  we  set  off  from  the  river 
Mcoleie,  with  about  fifteen  hundred  rank  and  file,  besid(^ 
officers.  It  was  intended  we  should  make  an  attack  at  Trois 
Rivieres  about  daybreak ;  the  Army  was  divided  into  five 
divisions — Colonel  Maxwell,  Colonel  St.  Clair,  Colonel 
Wayne,  and  Colonel  Irvine,  each  commanded  a  division,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hartley  commHnded  the  reserve ;  the 
town  was  to  have  been  attacked  in  four  several  places,  and 
he  was  ready  to  sustain  the  party  which  might  stand  in  need 
of  assistance.  We  landed  about  nine  miles  above  the  town 
from  our  boats,  left  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  to  guard 
them,  and  proceeded  on  with  the  utmost  expedition  to  the 
place.  We  had  bad  guides,  and  were  misinformed  as  to 
the  number  of  the  enemy  as  well  as  the  situation  of  the 
town.  Our  men  had  lost  their  sleep  for  two  nights,  yet 
were  in  pretty  good  spirits.    Daylight  appeared,  and  showed 
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us  to  the  enemy.  Our  guides  (perhaps  traitoi-s)  had  led  us 
llirough  several  windings,  and  were  rather  carrying  us  off 
from  the  post ;  the  General  was  enraged  at  this  conduct. 

The  enemy  discovered  our  approach,  and  fired  from  the 
ships  upon  us,  which  our  people  returned,  and  killed  several 
that  were  in  a  barge.  Our  scheme  was  no  longer  to  be  ac- 
counted an  enterprise  ;  it  might  have  been,  perhaps,  pru- 
dent to  have  retreated — but  no  one  would  propose  it.  We 
endeavoured  to  penetrate  through  a  swamp  to  the  town, 
and  avoid  the  shipping,  but  had  no  idea  of  the  difficulties 
we  were  to  surmount  in  the  mire,  otherwise  the  way  by  tlie 
shipping  would  have  been  preferred.  We  waded  three 
hours  through  the  mud,  about  mid  deep  in  general,  the  men 
fasting,  and  in  the  distress  above-mentioned ;  we  every  mo- 
ment expected  to  get  through  and  find  some  good  ground  to 
form  on,  but  were  deceived.  The  second  division,  under 
Colonel  fVayne,  saw  a  part  of  the  enemy,  and  attacked 
Uiem ;  Captain  Hay,  of  our  regiment,  with  his  company 
of  Riflemen,  assisted,  and  behaved  nobly.  Colonel  flayne 
advanced  ;  the  enemy's  Light  Infantry  were  driven  from  their 
ground,  and  the  Indians  on  the  flanks  were  silenced.  The 
great  body  of  the  enemy,  which  we  knew  nothing  of,  con- 
sisting of  two  or  three  thousand  men,  covered  with  intrench- 
inents,  and  assisted  with  tlie  cannon  of  the  shipping  and 
several  field-pieces,  began  a  furious  fire,  and  continued  it 
upon  our  troops  in  the  front  ;  it  was  so  heavy  that  the  divi- 
sion gave  way,  and  from  the  badness  of  the  ground  could 
not  suddenly  form  again.  Colonel  St.  Clair's  division  ad- 
vanced, but  the  fire  was  too  heavy.  Part  of  Colonel 
Jrvine^s  division  (especially  the  Riflemen)  went  up  towards 
the  enemy.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hartley,  understanding  the 
Army  was  in  confusion,  led  up  the  reserve  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  enemy  ;  Captains  McClean  and  Grier's  com- 
panies advanced  with  spirit ;  McClean's  men  took  the  best 
situation,  and  within  eighty  yards  of  the  enemy,  exposed  to 
the  fire  of  the  shipping.  Not  a  man  of  Captain  McClean's 
behaved  ill ;  Grier's  company  behaved  well ;  several  of  the 
enemy  were  killed  in  the  attack  of  the  reserve.  Under 
all  these  disadvantages,  our  men  would  fight,  but  we  had 
no  ground  for  it.  We  had  no  covering,  no  artillery,  and  no 
prospect  of  succeeding,  as  the  number  of  the  enemy  was 
so  much  superior  to  ours.  Colonels  Wayne  and  Alkn  ral- 
lied part  of  our  men,  and  kept  up  a  fire  against  the  English 
from  the  swamp ;  the  enemy,  in  the  mean  time,  detached 
a  strong  body  of  men  to  cut  off  our  retreat  to  the  boats, 
which  was  observed,  and  as  the  enterprise  had  failed,  it 
was  thought  expedient,  by  several  of  the  officers,  to  retreat. 
Our  General  and  Colonel  Irvine  were  not  to  be  found — 
they  had  both  gone  up  in  a  very  hot  fire.  This  gave  great 
uneasiness,  but  a  retreat  was  necessary.  It  was  impossible 
to  do  it  regularly,  as  we  could  not  regain  tlie  road,  the  shi)i- 
ping  and  artillery  of  the  enemy  being  in  the  way ;  small 
parties  went  off  through  the  swamp.  Colonels  Wayne  and 
Allen  collected  some  hundreds.  I  got  as  many  in  my  divi- 
sion as  I  could,  with  several  others,  amounting  to  upwards 
of  two  hundred.  Colonel  Wayne  with  his  party,  and  we 
with  ours,  endeavoured,  by  several  ways,  to  return  to  our 
boats.  Colonel  Wayne,  not  far  from  the  river,  was  obliged 
to  march  near  a  body  of  seven  hundred  men  of  the  enemy. 
He  intended  to  have  attacked  them  regularly,  but  his  peo- 
ple were  so  much  fatigued  that  it  was  deemed  unsafe. 
The  enemy  fired  their  small-arms  and  artillery  on  our  men 
as  loud  as  thunder.  They  returned  a  retreating  fire,  when 
several  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  a  number  of  ours. 
Our  party  advanced  within  a  mile  of  the  place  where  our 
boats  were,  but  our  guard  had  carried  them  off.  The 
English  had  possessed  the  ground  near  the  landintr,  so  that 
we  could  not  get  tliere,  but  we  saw  part  of  them.  The 
enemy  had  so  many  men  that  they  sent  parties  to  fortify  all 
the  ferries  we  were  to  pass,  and  the  shipping  proceeded  up 
the  river  to  cover  them.  Colonel  Wayne,  with  his  party, 
lay  near  the  enemy.  We  passed  through  a  prodigious 
swamp,  and  at  night  took  possession  of  a  hill  near  the  ene- 
my. Our  men,  without  provision,  without  sleep,  and  after 
all  this  fatigue,  required  some  rest.  The  mantle  of  Heaven 
was  our  only  covering ;  no  fire,  and  bad  water  our  only 
food.  We  mounted  a  small  quarter-guard,  fixed  our  alarm 
post,  and  made  every  man  lay  down  on  the  ground,  on 
which  he  was  to  rise  for  action  in  case  of  an  attack.  I 
slept  a  little  by  resting  my  head  on  a  cold  bough  of  spruce. 
Morning  appeared ;  what  was  to  be  done  ?    "We  consult- 


ed our  officei-s  and  men :  they  said  they  were  refreshed 
with  sleep  ;  it  was  agreed  to  stand  together,  and  that  they 
would  support  and  effect  a  passage  through  the  enemy,  or 
die  in  the  attempt.  A  little  spring-water  refreshed  us 
more  ;  the  necessary  dispositions  were  made,  but  we  had  no 
guides.  W^e  heard  the  enemy  was  within  half  a  mile  of  us, 
but  no  one  seemed  alarmed  at  it ;  so  we  proceeded,  and 
luckily  fell  in  with  Colonel  Wayne's  track.  We  pui-sued 
and  overtook  him  near  the  river  Dm  Lac.  This  made  us 
upwards  of  seven  hundred  strong.  We  had  confidence, 
and  agreed  to  attack  them  if  they  fell  in  our  way  to  Bokie, 
opposite  to  this  place.  The  ships  had  moved  up  the  river. 
We  were  sure  that  this  fort  would  he  attempted  before  we 
could  arrive.  As  we  came  up,  the  English  left  the  ferries, 
and  drew  all  their  forces  back  to  the  Trois  Rivieres,  by 
forced  marches ;  and,  surmounting  every  difficulty,  we  ar- 
rived here  on  Monday  afternoon,  and  brought  near  twelve 
hundred  men  with  us  of  our  party  ;  many  are  yet  missing — 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred.  Some  scattered 
ones  are  continually  coming  in,  so  that  our  loss  will  not  be 
so  great  as  was  at  first  imagined. 

Colonel  Wayne  behaved  exceedingly  well,  and  showed 
himself  the  man  of  courage  and  the  soldier.  Colonel  Allen 
exerted  himself  several  times,  and  is  a  fine  fellow.  Col- 
onel Maxwell  was  often  in  the  midst  of  danger,  but  his  own 
division  was  not  present  to  sup]K)rt  him.  He  was  also  very 
useful  in  the  retreat,  after  he  joined  Colonel  Waytie,  of  the 
York  County  troops.  Lieutenant  Edie,  I  fear,  is  killed ; 
he  was  a  fine  young  fellow,  and  behaved  bravely  ;  he  ap- 
proached the  enemy's  works  without  dismay  several  times, 
and  remained  in  the  swamp  to  the  last ;  he  was  in  the 
second  engagement,  where  it  is  supposed  he  was  killed. 
Ensign  HojjS,  of  the  same  company,  was  wounded  near  the 
breastwork,  when  the  reserve  was  led  up.  1  cannot  give 
too  much  commendation  of  him ;  he  showed  the  greatest 
courage  after  he  had  received  several  wounds  in  the  arm. 
He  stood  his  ground,  and  animated  his  men.  He  nobly 
made  good  his  retreat  with  us  llirough  a  swamp  of  near  eigh- 
teen miles  long.  The  ball  has  hurt  the  bone,  but  I  hope  it 
will  do  well.  Several  of  our  men  were  killed — I  imagine 
between  thirty  and  fifty ;  the  rest  missing,  have  been  taken  ' 
by  the  enemy,  quite  worn  out  with  fatigue  and  hunger. 

The  English  had  never  the  courage  to  turn  out  to  fight, 
or  pursue  us  out  of  the  reach  of  their  shipping  or  artillery. 
They  had  many  more  men  killed  than  we.  General  Bur- 
goyne  was  there,  and  commanded.  It  is  certain  that  almost 
all  the  English  in  Canada  were  there,  which  must  have 
been  many. 

We  received  intelligence  that  between  fifty  and  seventy 
sail  of  vessels  had  arrived  within  this  month. 

The  English  hallooed  during  the  action,  to  encourage 
their  men,  that  they  had  three  to  one  ;  I  believe  really  they 
had,  and  more,  but  we  have  been  moderate  in  our  compu- 
tation. Upon  the  whole,  we  were  repulsed,  and  not  beaten. 
Their  cowardice,  or  some  other  cause,  prevented  them  from 
injuring  us  more. 

They  have  now  a  superior  army  in  Canada.  We  ex- 
pect them  hourly,  and  as  they  have  possession  of  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  and  almost  all  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
our  situation  is  rather  critical ;  but  we  are  determined  to  fight 
inch  by  inch,  and  embrace  every  favourable  opportunity  to 
annoy  the  enemy. 

June  13. — Last  night  a  sort  of  a  flag  of  truce  came 
from  the  enemy.  General  Thompson,  Colonel  Irvine,  Doctor 
McKenzie,  and  Lieutenants  Edie  and  Currie,  and  Parson 
McCauley,a.re  prisoners.  They  were  taken  up  by  some  of 
the  rascally  Canadians  in  the  most  treacherous  manner. 
The  prisonei's  are  treated  well  by  General  Burgoyne.  We 
hope  for  an  exchange  soon. 

We  have  erected  some  pretty  good  v\orks  here.  We 
hear  the  enemy  now  firing ;  this  will  be  a  hot  week.  The 
English  have  a  much  greater  force  in  Canada  than  we  ex- 
pected so  soon.  We  wish  to  hear  good  news  from  our  own 
country,  as  that  from  here  will  be  very  tragical.  I  appre- 
hend we  must  have  more  troops. 


THEODORE    STANTON    TO    GOVERNOUR    TRUMBULL. 

New-London,  June  12,  1776. 
Sir:  I  am  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Amos  Stanton  may  do  as 
well  for  a  Lieutenant  of  Marines  as  any  person  who  can 
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be  bad,  be  being  expert  and  active  witb  a  firelock,  and  like- 
wise a  prime  sailor;  and  as  be  is  at  present  on  board,  and 
appears  to  give  good  satisfaction  on  all  bands,  I  would  beg 
leave  to  nominate  him  for  that  service  on  board  the  Shark 
galley ;  and  would  also  nominate  Mr.  William  Wilbur  for 
the  berth  of  a  Master,  as  be  batli  been  on  board,  and  bad 
the  principal  care  of  the  rigging,  &c.,  for  some  time  past, 
and  has  behaved  so  as  to  receive  the  applause  of  people  in 
general  at  Norwich,  &.c. 

I  have  at  this  time  about  thirty-five  men  iniisted,  inclu- 
ding officers,  the  greater  part  of  whom  are  on  board.  Am 
now  loaded  with  Captain  Bird's  rigging,  and  shall  proceed 
to  Saybrook  as  soon  as  possible. 

1  am  of  opinion  we  shall  be  full  manned  in  one  week 
after  we  return  from  Saybrook.  Beg  your  Honour's  direc- 
tions with  respect  to  our  stores,  &lc.,  whether  I  must  pro- 
cure them  myself,  or  apply  to  some  other  person  for  them. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Honour's  most  obe- 


dient humble  servant, 


Theodore  Stanton. 


To  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq. 


committee    of    NEW-MILFORD,    CONNECTICUT. 

Ncw-Milford  Committee  of  Inspection,  June  12,  1776. 

Whereas  Captain  John  Clark,  of  Oxford,  in  Haverhill 
County,  and  Province  of  New- Hampshire,  and  Lieutenant 
Alexander  Brink,  of  Hartford,  in  Cumberland  County,  and 
Province  of  New-York,  have  this  day,  by  means  of  the 
patriotick  vigilance  of  Mr.  William  Clarke,  of  this  town, 
silversmith,  been  found  guilty,  before  said  Committee,  of  the 
most  perfidious  and  dangerously  inimical  conduct  towards 
the  United  Colonies,  in  making  their  frequent  and  importu- 
nate applications  to  the  said  William  to  cut  and  engrave  for 
them  a  plate,  for  the  express  purpose  of  counterfeiting  the 
Paper  currency  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  offering  therefor 
to  give  and  pay  the  said  William,  when  said  plate  should  be 
completed,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  lawful  money, 
and  intimating  to  him  that  they  had  several  other  associates 
confederated  with  them  in  said  counterfeiting  scheme,  and  de- 
claring their  fixed  resolution  to  procure  a  plate  for  the  afore- 
said purpose,  and  their  intention  to  pursue  said  scheme : 

They,  the  said  Captain  John  Clark  and  Lieutenant  ^/ea;- 
ander  Brink,  are  hereby  held  up  to  publick  view  as  enemies 
to  their  country,  to  the  end  that  such  implacable  foes  to  the 
lights  of  humanity  in  general,  and  to  the  liberties  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  United  Colonies,  may  be  universally  con- 
temned, vigilantly  inspected  in  all  their  conduct,  and  treated 
with  that  just  but  insupportable  neglect  and  contempt  which 
is  their  righteous  desert  at  the  hand  of  their  injured  country. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Daniel  Everet,  Com.  Clerk. 

N.  B.  The  above  advertised  persons  were  pei-sonally  had, 
and  duly  examined,  before  the  Committee,  and  the  testi- 
mony against  them  taken  in  their  presence,  and  upon  oath. 


r 


JAMES  WARREN  TO  ELBRIDGE  GERRY. 

Watertown,  June  12,  1776. 

My  DEAR  Sir:  I  received  your  obliging  and  friendly 
letter  of  the  28th  May,  and  the  papei-s  enclosed,  and  should 
have  acknowledged  it  before  this,  if  it  had  been  in  my 
power.  I  have  endeavoured  to  use  to  the  best  purposes  the 
intelligence  you  gave  me,  and  to  animate  your  native  coun- 
try to  follow  the  laudable  example  of  the  South.  Their 
spirit  is  in  your  taste,  and  I  can,  in  imagination,  see  you 
enjoy  it.  You  have,  no  doubt,  seen  in  the  papers  a  short 
resolve,  passed  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  the  sense  of  the  whole  country,  by  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  their  members,  on  the  subject  of  independence. 
The  members  have  severally  been  called  on  by  the  House, 
and  more  than  one-half  of  them  are  instructed  fully  in 
favour  of  it,  and  not  one  against  it.  Many  more  are  ex- 
pecting similar  instructions  to  follow  them,  and  near  or 
perhaps  all  would  have  had  them,  if  the  resolve  had  reached 
them  in  season  ;  thus,  it  appears  to  me,  the  sentiments  of 
our  Colony  are  more  united  on  this  great  question  than  they 
ever  were  on  any  other ;  perhaps  ninety-nine  in  a  hundred 
would  engage,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  support  Con- 
gress in  the  measure.  You  seem  to  intend  to  avoid  too 
great  a  shock ;  there  is  little  left  to  do  but  the  form  and 
ceremony,  but  even  that  is  important.     Your  resolves  for 


trade  and  captures,  and  your  late  resolve  for  assuming  Go- 
vernment, the  preamble  of  which  is  extremely  grand,  make 
the  substance  of  the  thing. 

I  am  glad  to  find  you  so  determined  in  the  defence  of  the 
continent,  and  making  such  preparations  for  it.  I  expect 
a  warm  summer  in  many  parts  of  it,  and  to  have  our  share 
here.  I  wish  we  were  in  a  better  preparation  for  it.  We 
want  powder,  we  want  arms,  and  we  liave  great  difficulties 
in  raising  men.  A  regiment,  ordered  more  than  two  months 
ago  to  be  raised  under  Colonel  Whitney,  yet  wants  more 
than  a  hundred  more.  Another,  under  Marshall,  and  one  to 
consist  of  seven  companies  of  the  train,  under  Crafts,  make 
but  slow  progress.  Marshall  has  not  near  half  filled  his 
regiment,  though  the  inlisting  orders  were  given  out  six 
weeks  ago.  We  have  now  passed  in  the  House  a  resolve 
for  encouraging  the  raising  the  two  Continental  Battalions 
here,  by  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  for  those  who  shall  inlist 
for  two,  and  ten  for  those  who  shall  inlist  for  one  year.  Great 
doubts  and  hesitations  we  have  had  about  this  step,  and 
finally  took  it,  because  we  could  not  see  any  difference  in 
the  consequences,  whether  the  bounty  was  given  to  Colonial 
or  Continental  Regiments,  and  the  men  will  not  come  with- 
out ;  and  they  must  come,  or  we  must  be  lost.  How  to 
steer  between  Scylla  and  Charybdis  has  been  our  difficulty. 
The  resentment  of  Congress  on  one  hand,  and  destruction 
from  our  enemies  on  the  other,  have  been  weighed  in  the 
balance ;  we  have  risked  the  first  to  avoid  the  last. 

When  do  you  send  a  General  here  to  succeed  Ward  ?  He 
is  impatient,  and  so  is  the  country.  When  do  you  send 
somebody  here  with  money  to  pay  your  troops  ?  I  have 
ventured,  at  the  earnest  solicitations  of  General  Ward,  and 
on  the  advice  of  many  gentlemen,  to  proceed  in  paying  the 
Army  as  far  as  the  money  in  my  hands  would  go ;  and  so 
have  really  acted  as  Paymaster  to  this  time,  as  you  had 
made  no  disposition  of  the  money,  and  no  provision  for  the 
payment  of  it  here.  The  money  is  now  gone,  and  the  sol- 
diers are  mutinying  for  pay,  and  every  department  stag- 
nated. You  cannot  conceive  how  your  affairs  here  are 
injured  by  these  means. 

The  prize  you  mention  is,  indeed,  a  great  affair ;  the 
several  prizes  since  are  very  important,  but  the  loss  of  the 
Yankee-Hero  is  a  damper.  What  must  be  done  with  the 
West-India  prizes  ?  They  must  be  made  legal ;  British 
property  must  not  escape  under  the  cover  of  West-India 
property,  which,  if  real,  will  be  converted  into  British  as 
soon  as  it  arrives.  I  fear  the  manning  of  your  fleet  will  go 
heavily.  Why  may  not  the  sailors  we  have  taken  be  obliged 
to  do  duty  there,  as  they  make  ours  do  on  board  theirs  ? 

Will  it  be  saucy  to  inquire,  why  you  passed  such  a  resolve 
relative  to  Church,  or  if  some  of  your  late  appointments 
(I  do  not  mean  of  Major  or  Brigadier-Generals)  are  judi- 
cious ?  I  never  expected  the  people  would  reward,  or  be 
grateful  to  their  benefactors  the  patriots,  but  I  always  sup- 
posed, if  there  must  be  lucrative  or  honorary  places,  that 
Congress  would  confer  them  on  the  most  distinguished  and 
deserving.  When  I  see  you  I  will  explain,  if  explanation 
is  wanted. 

1  think  the  French  will  soon  interrupt  the  system  of 
Britain;  everything  appears  to  me  like  it,  and  the  intelli- 
gence you  give  confirms  it.  We  have  very  little  news  since 
the  last  post.  A  number  of  transports  with  troops  are 
arrived  below,  supposed  to  be  Highlanders  ;  the  Court  seem 
to  bend  all  their  attention  to  defence  ;  we  have,  this  session, 
no  fee-bills,  confession,  or  incongealable  bills. 

Did  you  receive  a  letter  I  wrote  you  from  Plymouth  1  I 
fear  some  of  my  letters  to  you  and  Mr.  Adams  miscarry. 
We  have  had  rumours  for  some  time  of  battles  in  Canada, 
in  which  we  have  been  alternately  conquerors  and  con- 
quered. We  have  had  our  fears  from  these  rumours.  We 
have  this  minute  intelligence  from  Canada,  by  which  we 
believe  that  our  arms  there  have  finally  been  successful,  and 
gained  a  considerable  advantage  ;  but  I  must  conclude  this 
long  scroll ;  and  am  sincerely  yours,  &c. 

James  Warren. 


TO    THE    PEOPLE    OF    MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

Friends  and  Countrymen  :  The  subject  of  the  first  let- 
ter was  the  defence  of  the  Colony,  as  what  called  for  an 
immediate  attention  ;  of  this  second,  the  settling  of  the  Con- 
stitution, as  next  in  consideration,  and  what  should  go  hand 
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in  hand  with  the  fonner.     We  are  but  dupes  to  the  weak- 
ness and  wickedness  of  human  nature,  if,  while  we  fight  and 
defend  ourselves  against  a  foreign  slavery,  we  suffer  a  do- 
incstickone  to  spring  up  in  our  own  country,  though  it  may 
not  be  matured  till  succeeding  generations.     It  will  be  a 
poor  consolation  to  posterity  that  we  prevented  their  being 
under  the  tyranny  of  Great  Britain,  \in\ess  we  secure  them, 
as  far  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  mortals,  from  every  other 
tyranny.     Our  efforts  should  be  levelled  against  tyranny  it- 
self, though  directed  in  the  first  place  against  British  tyranny. 
Never  had  a  people  a  fairer  opportunity  of  establishing  free- 
dom upon  the  broadest  and  firmest  bottom.    Do  we  not  lose 
the  golden  opportunity  by  neglecting  to  defend  the  Colony, 
or  to  improve  the  principles  of  our  avowed  Constitution,  or 
to  support  Government  established  agreeable  to  such  prin- 
ciples ?     Our  avowed  Constitution  is,  that  all  power  rests  in 
the  people  at  large,  but  that,  for  the  benefit  of  society,  the 
same  must  be  delegated  to  a  select  number  of  individuals, 
freely  and  fairly  chosen  by  the  majority  of  the  whole,  to 
whom  they  are  answerable  for  the  due  discharge  of  the 
Uusts  committed  to  them,  and  by  whom  they  must  be  sup- 
ported in  such  discharge,  to  prevent  the  anarchy  that  would 
otherwise  ensue.     The  foundation  principle  on  which  this 
Constitution  rests,  is  that  grand  bulwark  of  liberty,  an  equal 
representation.     But  though  an  equal   representation  has 
been  much  talked  of  by  the  friends  of  liberty,  it  has  only 
existed  in  theory.     This  Colony  has  been  as  fairly  repre- 
sented as,  if  not  more  than,  any  other  part  of  the  world ;  but 
it  did  not  enjoy  the  chance  of  an  equal  representation  till 
the  late  Assembly  nobly  provided  for  it,  by  the  act  allowing 
our  towns  to  increase  the  number  of  their  Representatives, 
according  to  a  certain  proportion  of  electors.     The  country 
should  ever  give  the  Assembly  credit  for  that  act,  which, 
tliough  not  perfect,  may  lead  on  to  one  that  is  so.     Be  it 
far  from  an  individual  to  dictate  to  the  publick  ;  but  1  would 
submit  it  to  the  serious  consideration  of  all,  whether  the  fol- 
lowing plan,  if  adopted,  would  not  bring  us  to  and  secure 
us  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  equal  representation.     Let  the 
General  Court  consider  and  fix  the  number  of  Representa- 
tives proper  to  form  a  future  House,  provided  only  that  it 
shall  not  be  less  than  the  last.     Let  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Colony  having  a  right  to  vote  according  to  the  present  qua- 
lification, (including,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  absentees  with 
the  Army  or  upon  other  business,)  be  divided  by  the  number 
of  Representatives,  that  it  may  be  from  thence  seen  what 
should  be  the  number  of  electors  for  each  Representative ; 
but  as  many  individuals  having  a  right  to  vote  in  elections 
will  always  be  absent,  and  there  will  be  odd  numbers  in 
towns,  let  the  number  of  electors  be  fixed  proportionably 
lower,  that  so  the  House  may  be  sufficiently  large.    Should 
it  happen  that  two  or  more  neighbouring  towns  or  districts 
should  not  have  singly  a  proper  number  of  voters,  let  them 
join  till  they  have  sufficient,  and  while  they  continue  in  that 
state,  let  the  Representative  be  chosen  alternately  out  of 
the  several  towns  or  districts,  according  to  a  rotation  that 
shall  be  agreed  upon  ;  if  each  town  or  district  supplies  an 
equal  number  of  electors,  or  first  from  the  town  or  district 
having  the  greatest  number,  then  from  that  having  the  next 
greater,  and  so  on.     Where  a  town  or  district  has  not  the 
requisite  number  of  Representatives,  nor  butts  upon  one  or 
more  in  the  like  circumstances,  by  joining  with  which  it 
shall  obtain  a  representation,  let  it  have  the  right  of  voting 
with  an  adjoining  town,  and  of  having  the  Representative 
chosen  out  of  it,  once  in  a  course  of  years,  answering  to  the 
proportion  of  its  voters.     Let  it  be  further  settled  that  every 
full  number  of  voters  shall  have  a  right  of  sending  a  Repre- 
sentative, by  which  means  the  House  of  Assembly  will  in- 
crease in  proportion  with  the  increase  of  inhabitants.     An 
equal  representation,  as  far  as  attainable,  being  in  this  way 
secured  through  the  Colony,  let  the  Representatives  be  no 
longer  paid  by  their  respective  towns,  but  by  the  Colony, 
which  will  obviate  the  objections  made  by  towns  at  times 
against  sending  Representatives  from  incapacity,  through 
extraordinary  expenses,  and  the  like.    That  the  Colony  may 
have  the  publick  business  despatched,  let  the  members  be 
paid  at  a  certain  rate  per  annum,  giving  them  the  present 
allowance  for  a  reasonable  number  of  days  ;  this  regulation 
will  prevent  our  having  long  sessions  and  little  done.  Many, 
when  they  find  that  they  shall  lose  by  protracting,  will  for- 
ward the  service  of  the  publick.     And  that  members  may 
not  be  paid  without  attending,  let  there  be  a  deduction  of 


more  than  the  present  allowance  per  day  for  every  day  they 
are  absent  without  the  leave  of  the  House  or  through  sick- 
ness ;  this  will  oblige  men  to  decline  the  honour  when  they 
mean  not,  or  are  too  much  engaged,  to  do  the  business  of 
Representatives.  That  I  may  not  be  tedious,  1  shall  break 
off  for  the  present ;  still  continuing  yours, 

A  Watchman. 

June  12,  1776. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Delegates  of  the  Province  o/"  Mart- 
land,  now  met  in  Convention : 

The  Petition  o/Turbutt  Betton,  Jr.,  o/ Queen  Anne's 
County,  showeth  : 

That  since  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  have  been  re- 
duced to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  taking  arms  in  defence 
of  their  injured  liberty,  your  Petitioner  hath  relied  on  the 
resolutions  of  the  Covention  of  this  Province,  from  time  to 
time  made,  as  the  means,  in  a  great  degree,  whereby  redress 
of  grievances  may  be  obtained,  and  anarchy  and  confusion 
happily  avoided.  Under  these  impressions,  your  Petitioner, 
heretofore  enrolled  as  a  private  in  Captain  Thomas  Wright's 
company  of  iVIilitia,  in  ^ueen  Anne's  County,  cheerfidly 
submitted  to  do  duty  in  that  station,  being  firmly  resolved 
to  support  the  authority  of  the  Convention  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power.  That  the  said  Thomas  Wright  hath  been  ap- 
pointed Colonel  of  the  battalion  to  which  the  said  company 
belongs,  since  which  the  honourable  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  this  Province  have  appointed  James  Bordley  Captain, 
John  Kent  First  Lieutenant,  James  Earle  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  Nathan  Brown  Ensign,  of  the  said  company ;  but 
a  majority  of  the  same  company,  regardless  of  the  resolu- 
tions and  appointments  of  the  Convention  and  Council  of 
Safety,  have  refused  to  acknowledge  the  Field  Officers  of  the 
said  battalion  appointed  by  the  Convention,  or  to  act  under 
them,  and  have  nominated,  acted  under,  and  appointed  other 
Field  Officers  in  their  stead  ;  and  have  also  refused  to  acknow- 
ledge and  act  under  the  said  Second  Lieutenant  and  Ensign 
appointed  by  the  Council  of  Safety,  but  have  also  nomina- 
ted and  acted  under  others,  appointed  by  themselves. 

Your  Petitioner  further  showeth,  that  he  is  still  desirous 
of  conforming  to  the  resolutions  and  orders  of  the  Conven- 
tion and  Council  of  Safety,  and  is  ready  to  join  in  defence 
and  support  of  their  authority  at  the  utmost  hazard  ;  but  your 
Petitioner  hath  refused  to  muster,  either  in  battalion  or  the 
company  aforesaid,  under  other  officers  than  those  appointed 
by  the  Convention  and  Council  of  Safety,  conceiving  that  it 
is  his  duty  to  discountenance,  as  much  as  he  can,  any  autho- 
rity set  up  in  opposition  to  and  in  defiance  of  their  power. 
That  the  said  Captain  and  First  Lieutenant,  notwithstanding 
they  have  received  their  own  commissions  from  the  Council 
of  Safety,  yet  openly  and  avowedly  countenance  the  irre- 
gular proceedings  aforesaid,  by  refusing  to  acknowledge  the 
officers  appointed  by  the  Convention  and  the  Council  of 
Safety,  and  acknowledging  and  acting  with  those  appointed 
by  the  people,  in  opposition  to  their  authority ;  yet,  under 
colour  of  another  resolution  of  the  Convention,  have  pro- 
ceeded to  fine  your  Petitioner  the  sum  of  fifteen  shillings  for 
refusing  to  muster  under  other  officers  than  those  appointed 
aforesaid  by  the  Council  of  Safety.  That  your  Petitioner, 
conceiving  the  said  fine  to  have  been  irregularly  and  unjust- 
ifiably imposed  on  him,  refused  to  pay  the  same ;  where- 
upon the  said  Captain  Bordley  applied  to  the  Committee 
of  Observation  in  this  County,  who  have  granted  him  a  war- 
rant, (a  copy  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed,)  empowering 
him  to  distrain  and  sell  your  Petitioner's  effects  for  the  pay- 
ment thereof;  which  said  warrant  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
one  of  the  Sergeants  of  the  said  company  to  be  executed ; 
and  your  Petitioner  is  apprehensive  his  effects  will  be  taken 
and  sold  by  virtue  thereof,  immediately  on  the  recess  of  this 
Convention  ;  and  therefore  humbly  hopes  your  Honours  will 
take  the  premises  aforesaid  into  consideration,  and  take  such 
order  therein  for  your  Petitioner's  relief  as  in  your  wisdom 
shall  seem  meet,  and  so  forth.  rp         r„™,„., 

'  lURBUTT  nETTON. 

In  Coramitlee  of  Observation,  June  13, 1776. 

Captain  James  Bordley  having  certified  that  Turbutt  Bel- 
ton,  Jun.,  had  been  fined  the  sum  of  fifteen  shillings,  for  his 
non-appearance  at  the  muster-field  on  four  several  days,  and 
had  refused  to  pay  his  fines,  at  three  shillings  and  nine  pence 
each  day :  These  are  to  authorize  and  empower  you  to  levy 
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the  sum  of  fifteen  sliillings,  current  money,  by  distress  and 
sale  of  the  said  Turhutt  Betton,  Junior's  goods  and  effects,  in 
the  same  manner  that  goods  may  be  distrained  and  sold  by 
law  for  County  levies ;  and  the  sanie,  when  distressed  as 
aforesaid,  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Joseph  Poller ;  fail 
not,  this  being  your  sufficient  power. 
By  order  of  Committee : 

Solomon  Wright,  Chairman. 

To  Mr.  Philemon  Young. 


THOMAS    McKEAN    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  13,  1776.] 
Newcastle,  June  13,  1776— half  past  2  o'clock  A.  M. 

Sir:  The  Assembly  here  have  information  this  moment, 
by  express,  that  there  are  a  thousand  Tories  under  arms  in 
Sussex  County,  in  this  Government ;  that  they  assembled 
near  Cedar  Creek,  about  eighteen  miles  on  this  side  Lewes, 
and  that  their  intention  was  to  proceed  there  and  join  the 
British  forces  from  on  board  some  men-of-war,  now  in  the 
Horckill  Road,  who  were  to  land  this  night  in  order  to  cut 
off  three  companies  of  the  Continental  troops  at  that  place; 
and  that  it  is  apprehended  that  they  have  been  supplied 
with  arms  and  ammunition  by  the  men-of-war,  and  perhaps 
may  intrench.  The  Militia  from  Kenl  marched  yesterday, 
at  least  half  a  dozen  companies,  and  the  rest  were  to  follow 
as  soon  as  they  could  be  ready.  The  detachment  of  Colo- 
nel Haslelt's  Battalion,  at  Wilmington,  are  ordered  down  ; 
the  like  orders  will  be  given  to  the  Militia  of  this  County. 
I  should  be  glad  if  a  ton  of  powder  and  some  lead  could  be 
sent  down  by  land  immediately,  as  it  is  uncertain  to  what  a 
height  this  mad  affair  may  be  carried.  The  Militia  and  Re- 
gulars are  very  ill  provided  with  arms,  but  we  expect  soon 
to  give  a  good  account  of  these  misguided  people. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thomas  McKean. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


on  you,  sir ;  but  the  necessity  of  the  times  obliges  me  (our 
Delegates  being  all  absent)  to  apply  to  you,  being  the  only 
gentleman  1  have  any  acquaintance  with,  or  can  make  free 
with  to  request  so  great  a  favour  of.  As  soon  as  the  battalion 
is  fixed  in  a  situation  that  I  can  leave  them  a  few  days,  I 
will  come  to  town  and  call  on  you. 
I  remain  your  humble  servant,  &tc., 

George  Evans. 
To  Michael  Hillegas,  Estj.,  Philadelphia. 

P.  S.  I  did  not  mention  any  sum  to  draw  for  in  the  above. 
If  I  can  get  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars  at  this 
time,  it  will  do  until  I  can  call  on  you.  G.  E. 


THOMAS    McKEAN    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Newcastle,  June  13,  1776—7  o'clock  P.  M. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  insur- 
gents in  Sussex  County  have  dispersed,  after  a  conference 
had  by  some  of  their  leaders  with  some  of  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  this  Government.  They  deny  all  intercourse  with 
the  men-of-war,  or  disaffection  to  the  American  cause ;  but 
the  real  cause  of  their  assembling  in  such  large  numbers  and 
in  so  hostile  a  manner  is  as  yet  unknown  to  the  Assembly, 
although  they  have  had  an  express  mentioning  what  is  above. 
The  true  Whigs  of  Sussex,  and  about  a  thousand  of  the 
Militia  of  Kent,  together  with  two  companies  of  the  Militia 
of  Newcastle  County,  had  marched  with  great  expedition; 
also  the  detachment  of  the  Delaware  Battalion  at  fVilming- 
ton  reached  this  town  in  their  way  down  ;  they  are  all  re- 
turned to  their  respective  quarters,  and  this  strange  affair  is 
submitted  to  the  civil  jurisdiction.  The  House  had  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  proceed  to  Lewes,  and  to  endeavour 
to  quiet  the  imprudent  people,  by  reason,  if  practicable,  and 
if  not  in  that  way,  then  by  force  of  arms. 

It  is  conceived  proper  to  communicate  the  above  to  you 
as  speedily  as  possible,  though  I  am  sorry  I  can  tell  you  no 
more  particulars.  I  write  in  haste ;  and  am,  with  great  re- 
gard, sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thomas  McKean. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS  TO    AGENTS   FOR   PRIZES    AT   PHI- 
LADELPHIA. 

Philadelphia,  June  13,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  Congress  to  inform  you 
that  the  offer  which  the  owners  made  of  the  hard  money 
taken  on  board  their  prizes  is  accepted,  and  that  you  will 
please  to  apply  to  the  men  for  the  moiety  belonging  to  them. 
The  publick  service  calls  for  the  money  as  soon  as  it  can 
possibly  be  had.  Should  the  men  consent  to  let  Congress 
have  their  share,  I  will  immediately  give  drafts  on  the  Trea- 
sury for  the  amount.  It  is  the  request  of  Colonel  Rober- 
deau  that  the  money  remain  at  Captain  Craig's  until  further 
orders. 

I  beg  leave  to  thank  you,  and  the  rest  of  the  owners,  for 
the  example  of  publick  spirit  which  you  have,  in  the  most 
unsolicited  manner,  shown  upon  this  occasion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  Messi-s.  Moore  and  Craig,  Agents,  &tc. 


PRESIDENT  of  CONGRESS  TO  EBENEZER  HANCOCK. 

Philadelphia,  June  13,  1776. 

Dear  Brother  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you 
that  the  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  you  Deputy 
Paymaster-General  to  the  Continental  troops  in  the  Eastern 
Department,  with  a  salary  of  fifty  dollars  a  month,  which  I 
hope  will  prove  agreeable  to  you ;  and  I  most  earnestly  re- 
commend to  you  a  very  close  and  strict  attention  to  the 
business  of  your  office.  The  department  to  which  your 
office  extends  takes  in  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts,  New- 
Hampshire,  and  Rhode-Island.  The  Continental  troops  in 
all  those  places  fall  under  your  care.  I  enclose  you  several 
resolves  of  Congress  respecting  your  office,  which  I  must 
direct  that  you  closely  adhere  to,  and  you  are  to  obey  all 
orders  from  General  Washington,  or  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  for  the  time  being  in  the  Eastern  Department.  You 
will  apply  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Boston  for  a  cen- 
tinel  to  be  placed  at  the  door  of  your  office  by  night  and 
day. 

Be  careful  to  make  your  monthly  returns  regularly  to  me. 
By  next  post  I  shall  transmit  you  the  pay  list.  Enclosed 
you  have  your  commission.  1  wish  you  happy ;  and  am 
your  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  Ebenezer  Hancock,  Esq.,  Deputy  Paymaster-General. 


GEORGE    EVANS    TO    MICHAEL    HILLEGAS. 

Brandywine,  June  13,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  you 
to  assist  me  in  getting  some  cash  to  supply  the  troops  with 
provisions.  I  would  have  attended  myself,  but  the  situation 
of  our  Government  prevents  me.  I  this  morning  received 
orders  from  Colonel  Haslett  to  provide  wagons  to  follow  the 
battalion  to  Sussex  with  provisions,  wherein  he  inforiDed  me 
that  one  thousand  men  have  risen,  and  are  determined  to 
join  the  Ministerial  forces.  The  cash  1  received  from  you  is 
all  exhausted,  and  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  sending  in 
this  manner  the  bearer,  Mr.  William  Tussey,  who  will  give 
you  a  receipt  in  my  belialf.    I  am  putting  too  much  trouble 
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RICHARD    HENRY    LEE    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  June  13,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  informed  that  a  certain  Mr.  Eustace, 
now  in  New-York,  but  some  time  ago  with  Ixird  Dunmore, 
is  acquainted  with  a  practice  that  prevailed  of  taking  letters 
out  of  the  Post  Office  in  Virginia  and  carrying  them  to  Dun- 
more  for  his  perusal,  and  then  returning  them  to  the  office 
again.  As  it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  that  this  nefari- 
ous practice  be  stopped  immediately,  I  shall  be  exceedingly 
obliged  to  you,  sir,  for  getting  Mr.  Eustace  to  give  in  writing 
all  that  he  knows  about  this  business,  and  enclose  the  same 
to  me  at  Williamshurgh.  I  wish  to  know  particularly  what 
Post  Offices  the  letters  were  taken  from,  by  whom,  and  who 
carried  them  to  Lord  Dunmore.  This  day  I  set  off  for  Vir- 
ginia, where  if  I  can  be  of  any  service  to  you,  it  will  oblige 
to  command  me.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  Congres.s 
will  order  our  friend  Gates  to  Canada.     His  great  abilities 
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and  vliluc  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  restore  things 
there;  and  his  rticoinniendations  will  always  be  readily  com- 
plied with.  You  will  find  that  great  powei-s  arc  given  to 
the  commander  in  that  distant  department.  The  system 
for  Canada,  adopted  since  the  arrival  of  the  Commissioners 
here,  will,  I  hope,  be  of  essential  service  to  our  atiiiirs.  All 
good  men  pray  most  heartily  for  your  health,  happiViess,  and 
success ;  and  none  more  than,  dear  sir,  your  affectionate 
friend  and  obedient  servant, 

RicnAKD  Henry  Lee. 
To  General  Washington^ 


TO    THE    PEOPLE    OF    PENNSYLVANIA. 

Should  any  one  attentively  read  the  annals  of  the  last, 
and  compare  it  to  the  jiresent  reign,  w  hat  a  striking  contrast 
would  appear !  Of  the  former,  he  might  very  sincerely  have 
cried  out,  in  the  sublime  language  of  the  Jctvs,  O  King,  live 
forever !  And  of  the  latter,  with  equal  truth,  How  are  the 
mighty  fallen  1  Had  the  present  full-blooded  Aero,  and  his 
all  sufficient  Ministry  and  Pariiament,  instead  of  shedding 
the  blood  of  our  brethren,  been  really  desirous  of  reconcilia- 
tion and  peace,  on  constitutional  principles,  (i.  e.  Charter 
principles,)  such  a  peace  as  would  not  have  derogated  from 
the  so-much-talked-of  and  boasted  honour  and  omnipotence 
of  almighty  Britain,  (for  with  such  sacred  things  our  unhal- 
lowed hands  should  not  meddle — 'tis  not  titles  we  quarrel 
about,  not  shadows,  but  substances,)  and  such  a  peace  as 
would  not  have  cast  an  odium  on  the  spirit,  dignity,  and 
rising  glories  of  America,  and  the  righteous  cause  of  liberty 
by  our  assenting  to  it ;  and  had  they  taken  proper  notice  of 
the  petitions  of  the  Congress,  when  they  humbly  besought 
their  (what  shall  I  call  them?)  graciousnesses  to  grant  them 
but  liberty,  peace,  and  safety,  they  would  long  ere  this  have 
given  us  due  notice  of  such  a  desire,  accompanied  with  such 
preliminaries  as  would  put  their  sincerity  beyond  a  doubt ; 
which  preliminaries  would  have  been  a  previous  recall  of  all 
their  troops  and  ships  of  war,  for  nothing  less,  some  people 
think,  would  have  done;  and  this  even  the  illustrious  Cato 
must  have  thought  quite  reasonable.  Peace,  then,  might  have 
been  established,  and  America  might  then,  perhaps,  have 
joined  in  one  grand  Continental  chorus,  O  King,  live  for- 
ever !  But,  alas,  blood  is  now  shed  !  and  that  blood  which 
was  shed  through  wantonness,  and  without  provocation,  cries 
aloud  for  vengeance.  If  1  forget  thee,  O  Lexington,  let  my 
right  hand  forget  her  cunning  ;  yea,  let  my  right  finger  forget 
to  pull  the  trigger ! 

The  door  is  now  shut ;  and  while  they  continue  invading, 
murdering,  plundering,  wasting,  and  daily  destroying  our 
property,  who  can  say,  with  sincerity  of  heart  and  a  clear 
conscience,  O  King,  live  forever!  Who  but  Cato  and  his 
clan  can  think  of  peace  ?  Who  but  they  can  be  such  ene- 
mies to  their  country  as  to  wish  a  temporary,  shim  sham, 
patched  up,  inglorious  peace  ?  And  who  but  they  can  be 
so  sanguine  as  to  suppose  a  sincere  reconciliation  can  pos- 
sibly take  place  under  such  circumstances  ?  Cato  and  his 
junto  have  doubtless  their  reasons  for  wishing  it,  as  they  are 
imder  the  direction  of  avarice  and  not  of  common  sense. 

Be  not  deceived,  my  countrymen,  peace  is  not  so  near  at 
hand — I  mean  a  lasting,  an  honourable,  and  a  secure  peace  ; 
nay,  even  were  you  to  make  a  voluntary  surrender  of  all 
)-our  liberties,  claims,  and  property,  peace  would  be  still  the 
farther  from  you.  Then  would  soldiers  innumerable  swarm 
around  you,  and  possess  your  cities  ;  then  farewell  liberty  ; 
you  then  commence  slaves  indeed  ;  you  will  scarcely  then 
dare,  even  at  noon-day,  to  walk  the  streets — remember 
Boston.  Insults  upon  insults  will  be  heaped  on  your  heads ; 
your  spirits  will  be  broken,  and  the  more  you  complain  the 
more  you  w-ill  be  dragooned  ;  all  power  on  your  side  will 
insensibly  vanish,  and  you  will  become  by  degrees  insensible 
slaves,  and  have  none  to  pity  or  help  you.  You  have  yet  the 
staft' of  Union  in  your  hands  ;  let  it  support  you.  I  tell  you, 
and  I  tell  you  as  a  sincere  friend  to  America,  there  is  no 
peace  for  Israel ;  there  is  no  peace  for  Salem's  courts,  unless 
ye  procure  it  for  yourselves.  America  must  work  out  her 
own  salvation.  Pride,  on  the  part  of  our  enemies,  is  too 
predominant ;  it  bars  the  door  of  peace,  it  mocks  the  strength 
of  Britain,  and  Britain  trembles  for  the  consequences ;  yet 
that  cursed  pride,  that  national  self-conceited,  vain-glorious 
importance,  will  not  suffer  her  to  give  over  her  vile  pursuits, 
but,  like  Satan,  still  pursue  their  accursed  plan,  till  in  the 


end  they  fall,  and  justly  merit  their  own  destmction.  The 
feather  falls  from  off  the  fool's  head,  and  fixes  itself  on  the 
cap  of  Liberty. 

" she  swells  with  angry  pride. 

And  calls  for  help  from  every  side." 

She  finds  her  own  strength  insufficient  to  balance  her  in- 
justice, and  therefore  amuses  us  with  the  sound  of  Commis- 
sioners or  Plenipotentiaries,  and  cries  Peace,  peace,  when 
there  is  no  peace;  while  she  underhandedly  negotiates  with 
foreign  Powers — Hessians,  Brimsicickers,  our  dear  cou- 
sins the  Hanoverians,  perhaps  Russians,  and,  if  these  should 
fail,  perhaps  llirks  next — to  cram  such  a  peace  down  our 
throats  as  Cato  and  his  truckling  brethren  would  gladly 
swallow. 

Britain's  wings  are  clipped.  We  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  her  strength  alone,  equal  to  the  fear  and  disgrace  of 
disobliging,  and  danger  of  losing  our  friends  in  Britain  and 
Ireland,  by  a  pusilanimous  behaviour,  and  a  Catonian  surren- 
der of  our  liberties ;  this  we  should  be  particulariy  cautious 
of,  as  we  thereby  involve  their  fate  with  oui-s ;  they  are 
struggling  for  us,  and  it  would  be  ingratitude  in  the  highest 
degree  to  desert  them,  by  assenting  lo  a  dastardly,  a  rascally 
compromise. 

We  have  most  to  fear  from  Catos  and  Commissioners,  from 
High  Priests  and  Judascs,  from  their  juggling  and  deception; 
and,  therefore,  as  the  son  of  Sirach  says,  "  Separate  thysel  ves 
from  thine  enemies,  and  take  heed  of  thy  friends." 

But  should  their  so-much-talked-of  holinesses,  (as  they 
are  to  grant  pardons  and  dispense  the  holy  oil  of  Britain,) 
with  their  retinue  of  twelve  thousand  Hessians,  Stc,  arrive, 
don't  let  us  be  intimidated  by  the  pompous  parade,  or  com- 
plimented out  of  our  liberties.  Let  us  hear  what  they  may 
have  to  say  to  keep  us  out  of  Purgatory ;  don't  let  us  be 
deficient  in  point  of  good  manners  or  hospitality,  though  it 
should  appear,  as  there  can  be  no  doubt  they  are,  pretended 
peacemakers,  and  not  such  as  St.  Matthew  speaks  of.  Yet 
let  us  give  them  no  cause  to  complain,  unless  it  be  on  ac- 
count of  a  disagreement  in  catholick  or  political  opinions. 
Convince  them  (if  they  know  it  not  already)  that  we  are  as 
able  to  treat  as  to  fight ;  as  good  at  the  Council  Board  as  in  the 
field  ;  and,  in  case  we  cannot  agree,  let  us  dismiss  them  gen- 
teelly, but  not  as  Hanun,  the  son  of  Nahash,  did  to  David's 
messengers,  "shave  their  beards  and  cut  their  garments 
down  to  their  buttocks,"  lest  they  be  ashamed,  and  tarry  at 

Halifax  until  their  beards  are  grown.  .  -..r 

*'  ^  A  Watchman. 

Philadelphia,  June  13,  1776. 


COMMITTEE  OF  NORTHAMPTON    COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Northampton  County,  EastDn,  June  13,  1776. 

Wliereas  I  the  subscriber  have  most  imprudently  and 
indiscreetly  reported  and  spread  abroad  throughout  the  said 
County,  that  a  certain  Maijor  Michael  Pohst,  of  the  Second 
Battalion  of  Associators  in  this  County,  formerly  a  Captain 
in  Weisenburgh  Township,  had  unjustly  received  and  taken 
at  Philadelphia  twenty  shillings  per  liead  for  every  sub- 
scriber to  the  printed  book  of  Association  in  the  Township 
aforesaid,  by  which  means  many  well-wishers  to  the  Ame- 
rican cause  were  deten'ed  from  signing  or  associatins  to- 
gether  agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  the  honourable  House 
of  Assembly  ;  and  boitig  now  sensible  of  my  folly  and  guilt, 
do  hereby  ask  pardon  of  my  offended  fellow-citizens,  pro- 
mising in  future  to  conduct  myself  so  as  to  regain  their  good 

will  and  approbation.  -.,  ^ 

'  ^  Michael  Ohl. 

In  Committee,  Easton,  June  15,  1776. 

We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  Maccongie  Township, 
in  the  County  of  Northampton,  do  voluntarily  acknowledge 
that  we  were  duly  waited  upon  in  an  orderly,  decent,  and 
discreet  manner,  by  the  persons  appointed  in  the  said  Town- 
ship, to  receive  and  take  the  arms  from  the  Non- Associators 
and  other  disaffected  persons,  agreeable  to  the  resolves  of 
the  honourable  House  of  Assembly ;  and  that  we  did  most 
imprudently  refuse  to  deliver  up  the  same,  and  also  did  re- 
fuse to  pay  any  obedience  to  the  summons  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  this  County,  who  were  therefore  obliged  to  send  a 
party  of  Associators  to  compel  us  to  answer  for  our  miscon- 
duct ;  and  that  we  did  then  resist  their  authority  by  loaded 
fire-arms  to  the  endangering  of  their  lives.  Being  now  con- 
vinced and  made  sensible  of  our  errour,  we  do  humbly  ask 
pardon  of  our  injured  and  incensed  countrymen,  promising 
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to  deliver  up  our  fire-arms  immediately  to  the  persons  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose ;  and  that  we  will  in  future  demean 
and  conduct  oui-selves  in  such  a  manner  as  to  recommend  us 
to  the  friends  of  American  liberty.  j^^^^  Ro.mick, 

Joseph  Romick. 
Resolved,  That  the  above  Recantations  be  published  in 
the  English  and  German  newspapers. 

An  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  : 

RoBEKT  Traill,  Cleric. 

GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  U,  1776.] 
Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  13,  1776. 

Sill :  1  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  Congress  a  let- 
ter which  came  by  express  last  night  fiom  General  Schuyler, 
enclosing  the  copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from  Colonel  Kirk- 
land,  f  have  likewise  enclosed  the  copy  of  one  directed  to 
General  Putnam,  or  the  commanding  officer  at  New-York. 
The  representations  contained  in  these  letters  have  induced 
me,  without  waiting  the  determination  of  Congress,  to  direct 
General  Schuyler  immediately  to  commence  a  treaty  with 
the  Six  Nations,  and  to  engage  them  in  our  interest,  upon 
the  best  terms  he  and  his  colleagues  in  commission  can 
procure;  and  I  trust  the  urgency  of  the  occasion  will  justify 
my  proceeding  to  the  Congress.  The  necessity  for  decision 
and  despatch  in  all  our  measures,  in  my  opinion,  becomes 
every  day  more  and  more  apparent. 

The  express,  Mr.  Bennett,  was  overtaken  at  Albany  by 
General  Schuyler,  who  had  received  intelligence  at  Fort 
George  that  a  considerable  body  of  Mohawk  Indians  were 
coming  down  the  Mohawk  River,  under  the  conduct  of  Sir 
John  Johnson.  The  General's  extreme  hurry  would  not 
allow  him  to  write ;  but  it  seems  his  intention  is  to  collect 
at  Albany  a  sufficient  force  to  oppose  Sir  John  Johnson.  1 
have  given  him  my  opinion  that  Colonel  Dayton's  Regi- 
ment should  be  employed  in  that  service,  and  to  secure  the 
post  where  Fort  Stamvix  formerly  stood. 

In  consequence  of  an  information  that  several  merchants 
were  exporting  salted  pork  and  beef  from  this  place,  I  request- 
ed the  Commissary  to  make  application  to  the  Provincial 
Congress  for  a  restraining  resolution  to  be  laid  on  the  ex- 
portation of  those  articles,  as  1  apprehended  not  only  that 
the  enemy  might  receive  supplies  by  the  capture  of  our  ves- 
sels, but  that  our  people  might  shortly  experience  a  scarcity. 
The  Provincial  Congress  have  accordingly  made  a  resolution 
(a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed)  to  stop  the  exportation  for  four- 
teen days.  "They  expect  Congress  will,  in  the  mean  time, 
frame  some  general  regulations  on  this  head.  They  are  un- 
willing, they  say,  to  subject  their  constituents  to  partial  re- 
straint. 

1  once  mentioned  to  Congress  that  I  thought  a  War  Office 
extremely  necessary,  and  they  seemed  inclined  to  institute 
one  for  our  Army ;  but  the  affair  seems  to  have  since  been 
dropped.  Give  me  leave  again  to  insist  on  the  utility  and 
importance  of  such  an  establishment.  The  more  1  reflect 
upon  the  subject,  the  more  I  am  convinced  of  its  neces- 
sity, and  that  affairs  can  never  be  properly  conducted  with- 
out it. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  receive  the  resolve  enclosed  in  your 
favour  of  the  llth  instant.  One  considerable  ground  of 
dissatisfaction  in  the  Army  is  thereby  removed. 

I  have  employed  persons  in  building  the  gondolas  and 
rafts,  which  the  Congress  thought  necessary  for  the  defence 
of  this  place ;  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress have  determined  to  sink  chevaux-de-frise,  one  of 
which  is  already  begun. 

I  am,  with  the  utmost  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  Geokge  Washington. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  he. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

New- York,  June  13,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  last  night  received  by  Mr.  Bennett  your 
flivour  of  the  8th  instant,  addressed  to  General  Putnam,  or 
the  officer  commanding  here,  covering  one  for  Congress, 
with  a  copy  of  Colonel  Kirkland's  to  you ;  both  of  which 
I  shall  immediately  forward  to  Philadelphia. 

In  consequence  of  your  former  letters  the  Commissary 


has  been  directed  to  continue  supplies  of  provisions.  1  shall 
repeat  the  direction,  and  doubt  not  of  his  exertions  in  this 
instance.  If  its  arrival  nl  Albany  coaseA  for  a  time,  it  might 
be  owing  to  the  accounts  received  that  a  good  deal  (par- 
ticularly flour)  might  be  had  in  Canada.  I  will  speak  to 
him  about  the  expenditure  of  pork  here,  and  request  that  no 
more  bo  used  than  ho  may  find  necessary,  that  tiiere  may  be 
a  larger  quantity  lor  the  Canada  Department.  I  will  also 
speak  to  the  Quartermaster-General  to  provide  and  forward 
all  the  clothing  he  can  get  as  soon  as  possible.  As  to  in- 
trenching tools,  they  are  extremely  scarce,  and  what  we 
have  far  too  few  for  the  works  carrying  on,  and  proper  to  be 
carried  on,  for  the  defence  of  this  place.  However,  I  will 
try  to  furnish  you  with  a  few  more,  and  wish  your  endea- 
vours to  purchase  what  you  can  from  the  country  people. 
Many  of  them,  perhaps,  will  part  with  a  spade  or  pick-axe, 
and  some  with  both  ;  and  though  many  may  not  be  collected 
in  that  way,  what  are  will  be  of  great  service. 

If  the  accounts  of  Colonel  Bedel  and  Major  Buiterfteld's 
conduct  be  true,  they  have  certainly  acted  a  part  deserving 
of  the  most  exemplary  notice.  I  hope  you  will  take  proper 
measures,  and  have  good  Courts  appointed  to  bring  them,  and 
every  other  officer  that  has  been  or  shall  be  guilty  of  mal- 
conduct,  to  trial,  that  they  may  be  punished  according  to 
their  offences.  Our  misfortunes  at  the  Cedars  were  occa- 
sioned, as  it  is  said,  entirely  by  their  base  and  cowardly  be- 
haviour, and  cannot  be  ascribed  to  any  other  cause. 

In  my  letter  of  the  7th,  which  will  have  reached  you  ere 
this,  I  enclosed  a  resolve  of  Congress  for  engaging  the  In- 
dians (not  more  than  two  thousand)  in  our  service.     This 
will  indicate  to  you  their  opinion  ;  and  knowing  their  senti- 
ments fully  upon  this  head,  I  cannot  but  advise  that  you 
forthwith  hold  a  conference  with  the  Six  Nations,  and  any 
others  you,  with  your  brother  Commissioners,  may  think  ne- 
cessary, and  form  with  them  an  alliance,  on  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  shall  seem  most  likely  to  secure  their  interest 
and  friendship,  without  waiting  the  further  direction  of  Con- 
gress— the  situation  of  our  affairs  will  not  suffer  the  delay — 
and  1  am  persuaded  your  conduct,  and  the  speech  you  in- 
tend to  deliver  their  sachems,  will  meet  their  approbation 
and  thanks.     I  think  that  part  of  it  which  mentions  the  time 
and  place  of  our  taking  post,  might  be  omitted  ;  but  this  I 
leave  to  you.     I  shall  inform  Congress  of  what  I  have  writ- 
ten you  on  this  subject,  and  of  the  verbal  intelligence  you 
sent  me  by  Bennett  from  Albany,  where  you  overtook  him, 
respecting  the  Indians  coming  down  the  Mohawk  River  un- 
der Sir  John  Johnson,  and  of  your  preparing  to  resist  them. 
I  sincerely  wish  you  success,  and  that  their  first  incursions 
and  attempts  against  us  may  be  attended  with  their  entire 
defeat.     It  will  be  necessary  to  employ  Colonel  Dayton  and 
his  regiment  on  this  service,  and  in  securing  a  post  where 
Fort  Stanw'ix  formerly  stood,  which  I  esteem  of  much  im- 
portance ;  but  1  submit  it  to  you,  who  are  much  better  ac- 
quainted with  that  country  than  I  am,  whether,  previous  to 
that,  it  will  not  be  necessary  and  essential  that  a  post  be 
established  lower  down — somewhere  about  the  Falls  below 
the  German  Flats — to  secure  our  communication  with  that 
garrison.      Should  this  not  be  done,  will  it  not  be  in  the 
power  of  the  savages  to  come  between  that  and  our  fron- 
tiers, and  intercept  all  supplies  of  men  and  provisions  going 
thither? 

I  observe  you  esteem  the  ground  opposite  to  Ticondero- 
ga  to  be  more  advantageous  for  a  post  against  die  enemy. 
Messrs.  Chase  and  Carroll  had  told  mo  the  same.  I  should 
think,  therefore,  that  the  place  most  capable  of  defence,  and 
having  the  greatest  advantages,  should  be  improved,  and 
necessary  works  thrown  up  with  the  utmost  despatch.  But 
will  not  both  be  best?  Cannot  Ticonderoga  be  kept,  and 
this  improved  and  maintained  at  the  same  time  ?  I  must 
submit  this  to  you,  and  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  9th,  on 
the  subject  of  fortifying  alt  the  posts,  and  about  the  Engi- 
neers. If  you  know  of  any  persons  who  can  be  of  service 
in  that  way,  do  employ  them.  I  know  of  none  myself,  nor 
have  1  one  that  I  can  possibly  spare. 

1  have  been  applied  to  by  Colonel  Nicohon,  who  says 
he  was  appointed  by  Congress  to  the  command  of  a  regi- 
ment to  be  raised  out  of  two  battalions  of  York  tixxjps  that 
were  in  Canada  last  year,  for  instructions  for  that  purpose^. 
As  this  concerns  the  department  more  immediately  under 
your  direction,  and  with  which  you  must  be  much  better  ac- 
quainted than  I  am,  1  did  not  think  it  right  to  give  him  any 
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direction  about  it ;  but  if  tlie  fact  is  so,  I  desire  that  you  will 
give  iiiin  such  orders,  that  the  views  of  Congress  may  be 
carried  into  execution,  as  you  judge  necessary.  In  Wke 
manner  I  have  iiad  several  applications  from  officers  coming 
from  the  Canada  Department,  for  pay  that  became  due  them, 
which  I  did  not  conceive  myself  at  liberty  to  comply  with, 
beinc  i"norant  of  their  appointments  or  service  ;  and  as  they 
will  pcrliaps  apply  to  you  for  certificates  to  lay  before  me,  I 
wish  you  to  be  very  explicit  as  to  the  time  of  their  being  in 
office,  and  from  which  their  pa}-  is  due. 
I  am  youi-s,  ik.c., 

To  General  Schuyler. 


George  Washington. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Head -Quarters,  New-York,  June  13,  1776, 

Sir:  I  am  informed  that  a  number  of  persons  on  Long- 
Island  (by  character  not  the  most  friendly  to  the  cause  of 
the  United  Colonies)  have  in  their  hands  considerable  quan- 
tities of  pork  and  other  provisions,  which  they  refuse  to  part 
with  for  Continental  Bills.  They  may  have  other  reasons 
for  their  conduct  still  more  detrimental,  and  therefore  I  must 
beg  the  interposition  of  your  Congress  in  this  matter,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  evils  which  are  much  to  be  apprehended. 
The  Commissary-General  will  purchase  all  the  provisions  at 
good  prices,  and  give  them  Continental  Bills  in  pay.  Gold 
and  silver  he  has  none.  The  provisions  arc  wanted  for  the 
Army,  and  those  who  are  well-wishers  to  the  cause,  and 
live  in  exposed  situations,  will  undoubtedly  be  glad  to  dis- 
pose of  them.  The  disadvantages  which  may  result  to  the 
publick  by  leaving  them  in  the  hands  of  those  of  a  different 
complexion,  are  too  obvious  to  need  animadversion. 

I  have  your  report  respecting  the  obstruction  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Hudson  River  under  consideration,  and  am 
pursuing  measures  to  carry  it  into  execution  with  all  possible 
despatch.     With  great  respect,  &c., 

George  Washington. 

To  the  President  of  the  New-  York  Congress. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO   GENERAL    SULLIVAN. 

New- York,  June  13,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Having  received  intelligence  of  the  unfortu- 
nate death  of  General  Thomas,  occasioned  by  the  small-pox 
he  had  taken,  the  command  of  the  Army  in  Canada  devolves 
on  you.  I  am,  therefore,  to  request  your  most  strenuous 
exertions  to  retrieve  our  circumstances  in  that  quarter  from 
the  melancholy  situation  they  are  now  in,  and  for  perform- 
ing the  arduous  task  of  bringing  order  out  of  confusion.  I 
confess  there  is  more  room  for  enterprise  and  activity  than  I 
could  wish,  but  then  you  will  remember  that  you  and  your 
colleagues  will  be  entitled  to  the  grateful  thanks  of  your 
country  in  proportion  to  the  services  you  render. 

Being  extremely  hurried  in  sending  despatches  to  Con- 
gress and  General  Schuyler,  I  have  not  time  to  write  you  so 
fully  as  I  could  wish,  and  therefore  shall  only  add  my  re- 
quest that  you,  from  time  to  time,  make  me  regular  returns 
of  the  strength  of  the  Army,  military  stores,  and  every  ma- 
terial occurrence  ;  and  wishing  you  and  your  brothers,  under 
the  direction  of  a  gracious  Providence,  to  lead  your  arms  to 
conquest  and  victory,  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  &,c., 

George  Washington. 
To  General  SuUivan. 


MEMORIAL  OF  MRS.   LAMB,  WIFE  OF    MAJOR   LAMB,  PRISONER 
IN    qUEBECK. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  General 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Forces  of  the  United 
Colonies  : 

May  it  please  your  Excellencv  :  The  Memorial  of 
Catharine,  the  wife  of  Captain,  now  Major  John  Lamb, 
Commander  of  the  Continental  Artillery  in  the  Northern 
Department,  most  respectfully  showeth : 

That  her  husband,  urged  by  the  insults  and  injuries  offer- 
ed his  country,  at  an  early  period  drew  his  sword  in  her 
cause,  and  in  the  gallant  but  unfortunate  attack  on  the  city 
of  (^uebeck,  the  brave  little  corps  in  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  serve,  in  a  noble  conflict  for  publick  liberty,  were  com- 
pelled, by  superiority  in  number,  to  surrender  their  own. 


Such  was  the  tale  of  war,  that  then  the  husband,  the  father, 
a  patriot  soldier,  was  led  a  wounded  captive  into  the  reo-ions 
of  despotism,  where  he  has  been  immured  near  half  a  year, 
waiting  for  that  freedom  which,  it  is  fervently  wished,  the 
success  of  your  arms  may  obtain,  both  for  him  and  his 
country. 

Your  Memorialist,  lahouriiig  under  many  difficulties  which 
arise  from  her  husband's  situation,  is  under  the  necessity  of 
applying  to  your  Excellency  for  the  monthly  payment  of 
seven  pounds,  Nciv-York  currency,  which  her  husband, 
before  his  departure,  had  allowed  her  out  of  his  pay,  but 
which  Colonel  McDougall  thinks  himself  no  longer  autho- 
rized to  deliver  to  her. 

Having  likewise  been  informed  that  her  said  husband, 
tliough  a  prisoner,  is  entitled  to  receive  a  pecuniary  equiva- 
lent for  his  rations,  she  entreats  your  Excellency  to  direct 
that  she  may  receive  that  equivalent,  as  an  addition  to  her 
support,  which  is  now  become  very  precarious,  her  husband 
being  unable  to  remedy,  in  this  respect,  a  deficiency  of  the 
power  of  attorney  which  he  invested  her  with — a  deficiency 
which  brave  men  disdain  to  foresee. 

Catharine  Lamb. 

New-York,  June,  1776. 


CAPTAIN    SACKETT    AND    OTHERS    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  June  13,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  We,  the  officers  of  the  Fourth  Regiment, 
that  served  in  Canada  last  winter,  beg  leave  to  address  you, 
to  know  (as  our  Regiment  is  disbanded)  if  there  is  any  fur- 
ther service  for  us,  as  our  commissions  are  in  force  until  re- 
voked by  Congress.  We  are  still  willing  to  serve,  and  must 
say  we  think  the  hardships  we  have  undergone  since  we 
have  been  in  Canada  must  have  been  a  convincing  proof 
that  we  are  disposed  to  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  in  de- 
fence of  our  country. 

We  would  beg  the  favoiir  of  your  determination,  that  if 
there  is  no  further  service  for  us,  we  may  retire  to  our  re- 
spective homes. 

We  are,  with  due  respect,  sirs,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servants, 

Samuel  Sackett,  Captain. 

Wm.  Matthewsman,  Lieutenant. 

James  Dow,  Lieutenant. 

Samuel  T.  Pell,  Lieutenant. 

Isaac  Van  Wart,  Lieutenant. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony 
of  New-  York. 


captain   sackett  and    others  to  general  WASHINGTON. 

New-York,  June  13,  1776. 

Sir:  Permit  us,  the  officers  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of 
the  JVewj- ForAr  troops  that  have  served  in  Canada,  to  ad- 
dress you  at  this  time.  Our  regiment  is  disbanded — our 
commissions  are  in  force  until  revoked  by  Congress.  We 
have  applied  to  the  Congress  of  this  Province,  and  they  re- 
fer us  to  your  Excellency  for  orders  in  what  manner  to  pro- 
ceed. We  are  still  willing  to  exert  ourselves  in  the  service 
of  our  country,  and  think  the  unparalleled  hardships  that  we 
have  undergone  in  Canada  must  be  a  convincing  proof  that 
we  are  disposed  to  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  in  the  cause 
we  are  engaged  in. 

Your  directions  will  be  acknowledged  by  your  Excellen- 
cy's most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

Samuel  Sackett,  Captain. 

Samuel  T.  Pell,  Lieut. 

Isaac  Van  Wart,  Lieut. 

Wm.  Matthewsman,  Lieut. 

James  Dow,  Lieut. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Continental  Army. 


the    interest    of    AMERICA. 

The  important  day  is  come,  or  near  at  hand,  that  America 
is  to  assume  a  form  of  Government  for  herself.  We  should 
be  very  desirous  to  know  what  form  is  best ;  and  that  surely 
is  best  which  is  most  natural,  easy,  cheap,  and  which  best 
secures  the  rights  of  the  people.  We  should  always  keep 
in  mind  that  great  truth,  viz  :  that  the  good  of  the  people 
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is  the  ultimate  end  of  civil  Government.  As  wc  must  (some 
Provinces  at  least)  in  a  short  time  assume  some  new  mode 
ol'  Government,  and  the  matter  cannot  be  deferred  so  long 
as  to  canvass,  deliberately  weigh,  and  fully  adjust  every- 
thing that  may  hereafter  appear  necessary,  we  should  leave 
room  to  alter  for  the  better  in  time  to  come.  Every  Pro- 
vince should  be  viewed  as  having  a  right,  either  with  or 
without  an  application  to  the  Continental  Congress,  to  alter 
their  form  of  Government  in  some  particulars ;  and  that 
without  being  liable  to  raise  a  clamour,  by  some  who  would 
be  glad  to  say  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  Constitution  that 
they  first  formed  upon  ;  that  it  was  overturning  the  original 
plan,  and  leaving  people  at  uncertainties  as  to  the  founda- 
tion they  are  upon,  and  the  like.  As  the  Government  is 
for  the  people,  the  people,  when  properly  represented,  have 
a  right  to  alter  it  for  their  advantage. 

The  affair  now  in  view  is  the  most  important  that  ever 
was  before  America.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  the  most  impor- 
tant that  has  been  transacted  in  any  nation  for  some  centu- 
ries past.  If  our  civil  Government  is  well  constructed  and 
well  managed,  America  bids  fair  to  be  the  most  glorious 
State  that  has  ever  been  on  earth.  We  should  now,  at  the 
beginning,  lay  the  foundation  right.  Most,  if  not  all,  other 
Governments  have  had  a  corrupt  mixture  in  their  very  Con- 
stitution ;  they  have  generally  been  formed  in  haste,  or  out 
of  necessity,  or  tyrannically,  or  in  a  state  of  ignorance ; 
and,  being  badly  formed,  the  management  of  them  has  been 
with  difficulty.  But  we  have  opportunity  to  form  with 
some  deliberation,  with  free  choice,  with  good  advantages 
for  knowledge  ;  we  have  opportunity  to  observe  what  has 
been  right  and  what  wrong  in  other  States,  and  to  profit  by 
them.  The  plan  o[  American  Government  should,  as  much 
as  possible,  be  formed  to  suit  all  the  variety  of  circumstances 
that  people"  may  be  in — virtuous  or  vicious,  agreeing  or 
contending,  moving  regularly  or  convulsed  by  the  intrigues 
of  aspiring  men  ;  for  we  may  expect  a  variety  of  circutn- 
stances  in  a  course  of  time,  and  we  should  be  prepared  for 
every  condition.  We  should  assume  that  mode  of  Govern- 
ment which  is  most  equitable  and  adapted  to  the  good  of 
mankind,  and  trust  Providence  for  the  event ;  for  God,  who 
determines  the  fate  of  Governments,  is  most  like  to  prosper 
that  which  is  most  equitable ;  and  I  think  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  a  well-regulated  Democracy  is  most  equitable. 
An  annual  or  frequent  choice  of  magistrates,  who,  in  a  year, 
or  after  a  few  years,  are  again  left  upon  a  level  with  their 
neighbours,  is  most  likely  to  prevent  usurpation  and  tyranny, 
and  most  likely  to  secure  the  privileges  of  the  people.  If 
rulers  know  that  they  shall,  in  a  short  term  of  time,  be  again 
out  of  power,  and,  it  may  be,  liable  to  be  called  to  an 
account  for  misconduct,  it  will  guard  them  against  mal- 
administration. A  truly  popular  Government  has,  I  believe, 
never  yet  been  tried  in  the  world.  The  most  remarkable 
Government  that  has  ever  been,  viz  :  the  Roman  Republick, 
was  something  near  it,  but  not  fully  so ;  and  the  want  of  it 
being  fully  so,  kept  a  continual  contest  between  the  Senate 
and  Plebeians. 

America  must  consist  of  a  number  of  confederate  Pro- 
vinces, Cantons,  Districts,  or  whatever  they  may  be  called. 
These  must  be  united  in  a  General  Congress ;  but  each 
Province  must  have  a  distinct  Legislature,  and  have  as  much 
power  within  itself  as  possible.  The  General  Congress 
should  not  interfere  or  meddle  with  Provincial  affairs  more 
than  needs  must.  Every  Province  should  be  left  to  do  as 
much  within  itself  as  may  be  ;  and  every  Province  should 
allow  each  County,  yea,  and  each  Town,  to  do  as  much 
within  themselves  as  possible.  Small  bodies  manage  affairs 
much  easier  and  cheaper  than  large  ones.  If  every  County 
and  Town  manage  as  much  business  as  may  be  within  them- 
selves, people  will  be  better  satisfied,  and  the  Provincial 
Congress  saved  much  trouble.  Our  Counties  and  Towns 
have  heretofore  been  left  to  manage  many  of  their  own 
affairs  ;  and  it  has  been  a  great  privilege,  and  their  business 
has  been  managed  to  great  advantage.  Each  County  should 
now  choose  their  own  officci's,  which  were  heretofore  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown.  These  matters  may  now  be  adjusted 
with  much  ease.  Every  Province  should  be  allowed  such 
full  power  within  itself,  and  receive  such  advantages  by 
a  general  union  or  confederation,  that  it  would  choose  to 
continue  in  that  union.  The  connection  of  the  Provinces 
should  be  made  to  be  for  the  interest  of  each,  and  be  agree- 
able to  each.     This  will  keep  them  quiet  and  peaceable  ; 


and  nothing  will  tend  so  much  to  this,  as  to  let  every  Pro- 
vince have  as  much  power  and  liberty  within  itself  as  will 
consist  with  the  good  of  the  whole.  Neither  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  nor  any  other  number  of  men,  should  assume 
or  use  any  power  or  office  for  their  own  sake,  but  for  the 
good  of  the  whole.  Let  America  increase  ever  so  much, 
there  must  never  be  any  power  like  a  Kingly  power ;  no 
power  used  for  its  own  sake,  or  for  the  advantage  or  dignity 
of  any  number  of  men,  as  distinct  from  the  good  of  the 
whole ;  and  while  things  are  thus  managed,  a  general  union 
will  be  agreeable,  and  people  will  not  complain. 

Notwithstanding  every  Province  should  have  all  possible 
power  within  itself,  yet  some  things  must  be  left  to  the 
General  Congress;  as,  1.  Making  and  managing  war  and 
making  peace.  2.  Settling  differences  between  Provinces. 
3.  Making  some  maritime  laws,  or  general  regulations  re- 
specting trade  ;  otherwise  one  Province  might  unjustly  inter- 
fere with  another.  4.  Ordering  a  currency  for  the  whole 
Continent ;  for  it  would  be  best  that,  as  soon  as  may  be,  there 
should  be  one  currency  for  the  whole ;  the  General  Con- 
gress might  order  the  quota  for  each  Province.  5.  The 
forming  of  new  Provinces.  6.  The  sale  of  new  lands.  7. 
Treaties  with  other  nations  ;  consequently  some  general  di- 
rections of  our  Indian  affairs. 

As  we  are  now  to  assume  a  new  mode  of  Government, 
I  think  it  ought  properly  to  be  new.  Some  are  for  keeping 
as  near  the  old  form  of  Government  in  each  Province  as 
can  well  be.  But  1  think  it  is  entirely  wrong ;  it  is  mis- 
taken policy.  It  is  probable  that  some  who  propose  it  mean 
well ;  but  1  humbly  conceive  they  have  not  thoroughly  con- 
sidered the  thing.  Othere  who  propose  it  may  have  self- 
interest  at  bottom,  hoping  thereby  to  retain,  or  obtain,  places 
of  profit  or  honour.  We  must  come  as  near  a  new  form  of 
Government  as  we  can,  without  destroying  private  property. 
So  far  as  private  property  will  allow,  we  must  form  our 
Government  in  each  Province  just  as  if  we  had  never  any 
form  of  Government  before.  It  is  much  easier  to  form  a 
new  Government  than  to  patch  up  one  partly  old  and  partly 
new,  because  it  is  more  simple  and  natural.  I  speak  chiefly 
with  respect  to  Legislature.  We  should  by  all  means  avoid 
several  branches  of  Legislature. 

One  branch  of  Legislature  is  much  preferable  to  more 
than  one,  because  a  plurality  causes  peipetual  contention 
and  waste  of  time.  It  was  so  in  Rome ;  it  has  been  so  in 
Great  Britain ;  and  has  been  remarkably  so  in  these  Pro- 
vinces in  times  past.  The  ever-memorable  Congress  now 
in  America  has  done  business  infinitely  better  than  if  there 
had  been  several  orders  of  Delegates  to  contest,  interrupt, 
and  be  a  negative  one  upon  another. 

A  patched  Government,  consisting  of  several  parts,  has 
been  the  difficulty,  I  may  call  it  the  disease,  of  some  of  the 
best  civil  Governments  that  have  been  in  the  world — I  mean 
the  Roman  Republick  and  the  Government  of  Great  Britain. 
Had  the  Ro7nans  been  a  true  Democracy,  without  a  Senate, 
or  body  different  from  the  Plebeians,  they  might  have  avoid- 
ed those  jars  and  contentions  which  continually  subsisted  be- 
tween those  two  bodies.  Should  we  admit  different  branches 
of  Legislature,  it  might  give  occasion  in  time  to  degenerate 
into  that  form  of  Government,  or  something  like  that,  which 
has  been  so  oppressive  in  our  nation.  It  might  open  a  door 
for  ill-disposed  aspiring  men  to  destroy  the  State.  Our 
having  several  branches  of  Legislature  heretofore  is  an  argu- 
ment against,  rather  than  for  it,  in  time  to  come,  because  it 
is  a  word  that  not  only  has  been  abused,  but  in  its  nature 
tends  to  abuse.  The  simplest  mode  of  legislation  is  cer- 
tainly best.  The  European  nations  have,  for  some  centu- 
ries past,  derived  most  of  their  knowledge  from  the  Greeks 
and  Romans.  The  Romans,  especially,  have  been,  in  a  sort, 
an  example,  being  excellent  in  many  things.  We  have 
been  ready  to  view  them  so  in  all  things.  We  are  very  apt 
to  take  in,  or  imitate,  the  imperfections  as  well  as  the  excel- 
lencies of  those  that  are  excellent.  Hence,  I  suppose,  it  is 
that  most,  if  not  all,  the  Republicks  in  Europe  have  a  body 
of  Senators  in  their  form  of  Government.  I  doubt  not  it 
will  be  an  argument  with  many,  that  we  in  America  must 
have  something  like  a  Senate,  or  Council,  or  L'pper  House, 
because  the  Romans  and  other  Republicks  have  had.  But 
the  argument  is  the  other  way  ;  it  was  their  imperfection, 
it  was  a  source  of  trouble,  it  was  a  step  towards  arbitrary 
power,  and  therefore  to  be  avoided.  Free  Government  can 
better,  much  better,  subsist  without  it.     Different  branches 
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of  Legislature  cause  much  needless  expense,  two  ways : 
First,  as  there  are  more  persons  to  niaintain ;  and,  second, 
as  they  waste  time,  and  prolong  a  session  by  their  conten- 
tions. Besides,  it  is  a  great  absurdity  that  one  branch  of  a 
Legislature,  that  can  negative  all  the  rest,  should  be  the 
principal  Executive  power  in  the  State.  There  can  be  but 
little  chance  for  proper  freedom,  where  the  making  and  exe- 
cuting the  laws  of  a  State  lie  in  the  same  hand,  and  that 
not  of  the  people  in  general,  but  of  a  single  person.  The 
Legislative  and  Executive  power  in  every  Province  ought 
to  be  kept  tis  distinct  as  possible.  Wise,  experienced,  and 
publick-spirited  pei-sons  should  be  in  places  of  power,  and 
if  so,  they  must  be  sought  out,  chosen,  and  introduced.  For 
this  reason  there  ought  not  to  be  a  number  that  are  heredi- 
tary, for  wisdom  is  not  a  birthright ;  nor  a  number  put  in 
place  for  life,  for  men's  abilities  and  manners  may  change. 
Rulers  should  be  frequently  ciiose  to  their  office.  A  Pro- 
vincial Congress  is  the  whole  Province  met  by  Representa- 
tives ;  and  there  is  no  need  of  a  representative  of  a  King, 
for  we  have  none;  nor  can  there  be  need  of  a  Council  to 
represent  the  House  of  Lords,  for  we  have  not,  and  hope 
never  shall  have,  a  hereditary  nobility,  different  from  the 
general  body  of  the  people ;  but  if  we  admit  different  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  there  is  danger  that  there  may  be  in 
time. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN. 

Albany,  June  13,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  Your  favour  of  the  6th,  enclosing  de- 
spatches for  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  I  received 
about  six  yesterday  afternoon.  They  came  in  a  lucky  mo- 
ment to  relieve  us  from  the  anxiety  we  had  been  thrown 
into  by  a  letter  from  General  Arnold,  of  the  same  date,  re- 
ceived two  hours  before,  and  which  I  had  just  enclosed  in 
one  of  mine  to  General  Washington,  and  was  on  the  point 
of  sending  off  by  express,  when  your  comforting  letter  came 
to  hand. 

I  am  extremely  happy  to  find  that  the  chaos  and  confu- 
sion which  has  reigned  so  triumphant  in  our  Army,  to  the 
disgrace  of  our  arms,  are  on  the  point  of  being  expelled,  and 
that  good  order,  with  all  its  beauties  and  train  of  never- 
failing  consequences,  is  on  the  point  of  being  established. 
We  already  owe  you  much,  my  dear  General,  and  hope 
our  debt  will  daily  increase. 

Enclosed,  you  have  two  resolutions  of  Congress.  I  have 
not  much  hopes  that  either  will  have  the  happy  effect  Con- 
gress expect.  If  the  Militia  will  come  at  all,  they  will 
(unless  they  have  had  the  small-pox)  only  weaken,  rather 
than  strengthen  your  Army.  I  wish  troops  had  been  sent 
into  Canada,  and  the  Militia  employed  at  New-York. 
Should  any  come  up,  they  will  be  immediately  sent  unto 
you  ;  and  that  no  delay  may  be  occasioned  by  drawing  the 
batteaus  over  the  carrying-places  at  the  north  end  of  Lake 
George,  I  have  ordered  all  the  batteaus  to  Ticonderoga, 
that  they  may  be  sent  to  Skenesborough  by  the  time  the 
Militia  may  arrive  there,  or  to  St.  Johns,  if  you  should  want 
them,  which  1  now  hope  you  will  not.  The  number  is 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty. 

I  am  this  day  to  meet  Mr.  Douw  and  Mr.  Edwards,  my 
colleague  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs,  when  we  shall 
try  to  fall  upon  some  measures  for  engaging  the  Indians  in 
our  cause,  although  1  have  not  the  least  hopes  of  success, 
as  the  few  friends  we  have  amongst  them  are  threatened  by 
the  others,  who  are  actually  collecting  at  Oswego,  with  an 
intent  to  fall  on  our  frontiers — the  account  of  which  brought 
me  down  here.  I  have  sent  Colonel  Dayton  and  his  regi- 
ment to  the  German  Flats,  where  a  body  of  Militia  is  also 
collected,  and  am  preparing  with  secrecy  to  take  post  at  the 
place  where  Fort  Stanudx  formerly  stood. 

Shoes,  shirts,  and  such  other  necessaries  as  can  be  pro- 
'  cured,  are  now  collecting,  and  will  be  immediately  sent  up 
to  you. 

Four  or  five  French  merchant  ships  are  arrived  at  New- 
York,  and  we  expect  more  will  soon  be  in.  It  is  imagined 
that  France  and  Spain  will  attack  Portugal:  if  so,  it  will 
be  a  fine  diversion  in  our  favour. 

Adieu,  my  dear  General. 

1  am,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  General  Sullivan. 


NATHANIEL  SHAW,  JUN.,  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

New-LonJon,  June  13,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  a  sloop  that  is  outward  bound,  and  have  put 
on  board  eight  carriage-guns,  and  men  sufficient  to  fight 
them.  The  bearer,  .Stephen  Tinker,  is  to  command.  It 
is  probable  we  may  fall  in  with  some  homeward-bound 
ships,  and,  that  we  might  make  the  most  of  what  should 
come  in  our  way,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  a  commission, 
that  we  may  be  entitled  to  have  secure  what  prizes  we  may 
bring  in.  The  vessel  is  now  ready  to  sail,  and,  if  any  bonds 
are  required,  will  execute  them. 

1  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jun. 
To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esquire,  Governour 

of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  at  Hartford. 


To  the  Honourable  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  to  he  convened  by  special  order  of  his 
Honour  the  Governour,  on  the  I'lth  day  o/ June,  1776. 
May  it  please  your  Honours  :  In  this  advanced  time 
of  life  to  which  I  am  arrived,  and  attended  with  the  com- 
mon infirmities  that  never  fail  to  a  man  of  sixty-five  years  of 
age,  together  with  the  arduous  task  of  a  military  life  in  this 
day  of  trouble,  I  feel  myself,  by  reason  of  age  and  a  de- 
clining constitution,  unable  to  attend  the  duties  of  my  office, 
or  command  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  of  the  Militia  in  this 
Colony,  in  which  I  have  had  the  honour  and  pleasure  of 
serving  the  publick  as  a  Field-Officer  for  almost  thirty  years 
past.  It  now  appears  to  be  absolutely  necessary  that  men 
in  the  military  command  should  have  full  strength  and  vi- 
gour on  their  side  sufficient  to  endure  the  hardships  of  a  most 
active  post  in  the  military  department.  I  therefore  beg 
your  Honours  to  accept  this  my  resignation  of  my  office  of 
Colonel  of  the  said  regiment,  that  the  same  may  be  filled 
up  with  some  pereon  who  can  better  serve  in  that  important 
command,  than  your  Honours'  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vant, 

Preston,  June  13,  1776. 


Samuel  Coit. 


COMMODORE    HOPKINS    TO    CAPTAIN    JONES. 

Newport,  June  13,  1776. 

Sir:  You  are,  with  the  Providence  under  your  com- 
mand, to  go  to  sea  with  the  sloop,  and  follow  the  enclosed 
directions.  You  may  send  any  vessels  into  port,  for  trial, 
that  you  may  think  are  acting  detrimental  to  the  interest  of 
the  American  States. 

You  are  first  to  convoy  the  Fly  as  far  westward  as  Fish- 
er's  Island,  and  any  vessels  that  may  be  at  Stonington  back, 
by  Point  Judith,  or  in  sight  of  this  harbour. 

EsEK  Hopkins. 
To  John  Paul  Jones.  Esq.,  Commander  of  the  Providence. 

In  Marine  Committee,  Philadelphia,  May  31,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Marine  Committee  have  directed  Captain  John 
Bradford,  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  their  agent,  to  send  to  this 
city  from  Newburyport  one  hundred  and  twenty  chaldrons 
of  coal. 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  send  one  of  the  arined  vessels 
under  your  command  to  that  port,  to  take  under  convoy  and 
conduct  safe  into  Delaware-Bay  the  vessel  or  vessels  in 
which  the  said  coal  may  be  shipped. 

John  Hancock,  Chairman. 
To  Esek  Hopkins,  Esq. 


JOSEPH     HAWLEY    TO    ELBRIDGE    GERRY. 

Watcrtown,  June  13,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Last  week  I  received  your  valued  and  much 
esteemed  favour  of  the  25th  o(May,  and  marked  all  the  con- 
tents ;  and  notwithstanding  delays  and  impediments  which 
you  mention,  I  yet  flatter  myself  that  your  Congress,  like 
the  Calvinistick  Christian,  will  go  on  from  one  degree  of 
grace  to  another,  till  you  arrive  at  perfection.  You  know 
that  a  great  part  of  the  pleasure  of  life  arises  from  surmount- 
ing difficulties  and  overcoming  opposition. 

You  cannot  declare  Independence  too  soon  ;  but  the 
Confederation  must  be  formed  with  great  deliberation. 
When  the  present  House  here  called,  last  week,  for  the  in- 
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structions  of  the  several  towns  touching  Independency, 
agreeable?  to  the  reconimendalion  of  the  last  House,  (which 
recommendation  you  undoubtedly  saw  in  the  Watertown 
newspaper,)  it  appeared  that  about  two-tiiirds  of  the  towns 
in  the  Colony  had  met,  and  all  instructed  in  the  affirmative, 
and  generally  returned  to  be  unanimously.  As  to  the  other 
towns,  the  accounts  of  their  Members  were,  either  that  they 
were  about  to  meet,  or  that  they  had  not  received  the  notice, 
as  it  was  given  only  in  the  newspapers.  Whereupon,  the 
House  immediately  ordered  the  unnotified  towns  to  be  noti- 
fied by  handbills,  and  in  a  short  time  undoubtedly  we  shall 
have  returns  from  all ;  and  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  re- 
turns will  be  univei'sally  to  support  the  Congress,  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  in  case  of  a  declaration  of  Independence. 

Yesterday  our  Assembly  resolved  the  requisition  of  five 
thousand  men  for  Ncw-Yorlc  and  Canada.  The  House 
immediately  appointed  a  committee  to  devise  the  manner  of 
raising  them,  and  with  the  utmost  assiduity  the  Court  will 
pursue  it  till  accomplished. 

I  am  your  most  assured  friend  and  servant, 

Joseph  Hawley. 
To  Elbridge  Gerry,  Esquire. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  Assembly  for  the  Co- 
lony of  New-Hampshire  : 

The  Address  and  Petition  of  Major  James  Hackett: 

Gentlemen  :  Permit  me  to  return  you  my  most  hearty 
thanks  for  the  honour  you  have  conferred  upon  me  in  the 


appointment  to  the  chief  command  of  a  regiment  to  be 
raised  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  be  sta- 
tioned for  the  safeguard  and  protection  of  this  Colony  in 
particular.  While  I  feel  myself  obliged  and  honoured  by 
your  appointment,  1  cannot  but  lament  that  the  chief  com- 
mand was  not  bestowed  upon  your  former  choice,  a  gentle- 
man of  superior  skill  and  military  reputation,  whose  judg- 
ment and  experience  are  equal  to  the  important  office.  My 
highest  atnbition  would  be  to  serve  as  second  in  command 
under  the  above  gentleman,  if  the  honourable  House  would 
think  proper  to  make  such  an  arrangement.  I  rather  urge 
it,  knowing  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  service,  and 
the  honour  of  this  Province  in  particular.  But  if,  after  this 
my  most  earnest  solicitation  in  favour  of  Mr.  Dame,  you 
should  still  think  proper  to  continue  me  in  the  chief  com- 
mand, be  assured  my  utmost  endeavoure  shall  not  be  want- 
ing to  promote  the  good  of  my  country  in  a  faithful  and 
diligent  discharge  of  my  duty.  While  I  express  the  warm- 
est inclination  for  the  service,  I  must  at  the  same  time 
acknowledge  myself  inadequate  to  the  task.  1  have  had 
all  the  hardships  of  a  soldier,  without  the  experience  of  a 
General.  If  I  should  he  found  wanting  in  military  skill,  I 
shall  hope  for  your  and  the  publick's  indulgence.  A  faith- 
ful discharge  of  my  duty,  the  publick  good,  and  the  happi- 
ness of  those  under  my  command,  will  always  be  the  objects 
of  my  peculiar  care  and  attention. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obliged 

and  humble  servant,  t  tt 

'  James  Hackett. 

Exeter,  June  13,  1776. 
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Monday,  May  20,  1776. 

By  the  Returns  of  the  Sheriffs  of  the  several  Counties, 
where  an  additional  number  of  Representatives  were  di- 
rected, by  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  the  last  sitting,  to  be 
chosen,  it  appears  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elected 
to  serve  in  Assembly  as  Representatives  during  the  remain- 
der of  this  year,  viz : 

For  the  City  of  Philadelphia  :  Samuel  Howell,  George 

Clymer,  Andrew  AUen,  Alexander  Wilcocks. 
For  the  County  of  Lancaster  :  Thomas  Porter,  Bartram 

Galbreath. 
For  the  County  of  York  :  Samuel  Eddie,  Jam^s  Rankin. 
For  the  County  of  Cumberland  :  Jonathan  Hoge,  Robert 

Whitehill. 
For  the  County  of  Berks  :  Henry  Halhr,  John  Lesher. 
For  the  County  of  Northampton  :  James  Allen,  Jacob 

Arndt. 
For  the  County  of  Bedford  :  Thomas  Smith. 
For  the  County  of  Northumberland  :  James  Potter. 
For  the  County  of  Westmoreland  :  John  Procter. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  twenty -seven  Members  met,  pursuant  to 
adjournment,  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  the  House  ad- 
journed to  to-morrow,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Tuesday,  May  21,  1776. 

A  quorum  of  the  Representatives  met  this  day ;  but  it 
being  too  late  to  proceed  upon  business,  the  House  adjourned 
to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  May  22,  1770. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  their  adjounnnent. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  received  from 
Charles  Moore,  Esq.,  "requesting  that  he  might  have  per- 
mission to  resign  his  office  as  Clerk  to  the  House,  finding  it 
to  be  inconvenient  to  him  in  many  respects  to  continue  longer 
therein." 

Petitions  from  Edward  Tilghman  and  Abel  Evans,  re- 
spectively praying  to  bo  appointed  Clerk  to  the  House,  in 
the  room  of  Charles  Moore,  Esq.,  who  has  resigned,  were 
presented  to  the  House,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Protest  of  divers  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz : 

"  The  Protest  of  divers  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others  : 


"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Provinct^f 
Pennsylvania  : 

"  Gentlemen  :  We,  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Liber- 
ties oi  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of  ourselves  and  others,  the 
inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  conceive  it  our  duty  to  repre- 
sent unto  this  House  as  followeth  : 

"  That  whereas  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress 
hath,  by  a  Resolve  bearing  date  the  15th  instant,  recom- 
mended the  taking  up  and  establishing  new  Governments 
throughout  all  the  United  Colonies,  under  the  '  authority  of 
the  people ;'  and  as  the  chartered  power  of  this  House  is 
derived  from  our  mortal  enemy,  the  King  oi  Great  Britain, 
and  the  members  thereof  were  elected  by  such  persons  only 
as  were  either  in  real  or  supposed  allegiance  to  the  said 
King,  to  the  exclusion  of  many  worthy  inhabitants  whom 
the  aforesaid  Resolve  of  Congress  hath  now  rendered  elec- 
tors ;  and  as  this  House,  in  its  present  state,  is  in  immediate 
intercourse  with  a  Governour  bearing  the  said  King's  com- 
mission,  and  who  is  his  sworn  Representative,  holding,  and 
by  oath  obliged  to  hold,  official  correspondence  with  the 
Ministers  of  the  said  King,  and  is  not  within  the  reach  of 
any  act  of  ours  to  be  absolved  therefrom :  We,  therefore, 
in  this  solemn  manner,  in  behalf  of  ourselves  and  others,  do 
hereby  renounce  and  protest  against  the  authority  and  quali- 
fication of  this  House  for  framing  a  new  Government. 

"  As  we  mean  not  to  enter  into  any  altercation  with  this 
House,  we  shall  forbear  enumerating  the  particular  inconsist- 
encies of  its  former  conduct,  and  content  ourselves  with  de- 
claring that,  as  a  body  of  men  bound  by  oaths  of  allegiance 
to  our  enemy,  and  influenced,  as  many  of  its  members  are, 
either  by  connections  with,  or  pecuniary  employments  un- 
der the  Proprietary  of  this  Province,  who  is  likewise  the  said 
King's  Representative,  it  is,  to  all  good  intents  and  purposes, 
disqualified  to  take  into  consideration  the  late  Resolve  of 
Congress,  and,  as  a  House,  is  not  within  the  description 
mentioned  in  the  said  Resolve,  as  '  an  Assembly  under  the 
authority  of  the  people'  only  ;  and  because,  likewise,  that  we 
have  very  alarming  apprehensions  that  a  new  Government, 
modelled  by  persons  so  inconsistently  circumstanced,  would 
be  the  means  of  subjecting  ourselves  and  our  posterity  to  great- 
er grievances  than  any  we  have  hitherto  experienced. 

"In  thus  protesting  against  the  authority  of  this  House 
for  framing  a  new  Government,  we  mean  not  to  object 
against  its  exercising  the  proper  powers  it  has  hitherto  been 
accustomed  to  use,  for  the  safety  and  convenience  of  the 
Province,  until  such  time  as  a  new  Constitution,  originating 
from  and  founded  on  '  the  authority  of  the  people,'  shall  be 
finally  settled  by  a  Provincial  Convention  to  be  elected  for 
that  purpose,  and  until  the  proper  officers  and  Representa- 


847 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSEMBLY,  MAY,  17-6. 


848 


lives  of  the  people  shall  be  chosen  agreeable  thereto,  and 
qualified  to  succeed  this  House.  For  wjjich  purpose,  an  ap- 
plication will  be  made  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and 
Observation  of  the  City  and  Liberties  (whose  services,  on 
all  occasions,  have  been  applied  to  t!ie  support  of  the  rights 
of  the  people)  for  calling  a  Conference  of  Committees  of  the 
several  Counties  of  this  Province,  agreeable  to  the  powers  it 
is  already  invested  with  for  that  purpose,  which  said  Con- 
ference of  Coiimiittees  shall  issue  out  summonses  for  electing 
by  ballot  a  Provincial  Convention,  consisting  of  at  least  one 
hundred  membei-s,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  said  Re- 
solve of  Congress  into  execution  ;  as  we  are  fully  convinced 
that  our  safety  and  happiness,  next  to  the  immediate  Provi- 
dence of  God,  depend  on  our  complying  with  and  support- 
ing firmly  the  said  Resolve  of  Congress,  that  thereby  the 
union  of  the  Colonies  may  be  preserved  inviolate. 

"  Signed  in  behalf  of  and  by  the  direction  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  upon  due 
notification  met,  Philadelphia,  May  20,  1776. 

"Daniel  Robehdeau,  Chairman." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  having  passed 
a  Resolve  the  15th  instant,  rt^commending  to  the  respective 
Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  LTnited  Colonies  where 
no  Government  sufficient  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs 
has  been  hitherto  established,  to  adopt  such  Government  as 
shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  constitu- 
ents in  particular,  and  America  in  general :  And  it  appear- 
ing to  this  House  that  doubts  have  aiisen  concerning  the  true 
sense  and  meaning  of  the  said  Resolve,  Therefore, 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Andrew  Allen,  Mr. 
Clymer,  Mr.  Wilcocks,  Mr.  Pearson,  and  Mr.  Ross,  be  a 
Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  said  Resolve  of 
Congress,  and  the  Preamble  thereto  ;  and  to  draw  up  a  Me- 
morial from  this  House,  setting  forth  the  different  meanings 
that  have  been  assigned  to  the  said  Resolve,  and  requesting 
an  explanation,  in  such  terms  as  will  not  admit  of  any  doubt, 
whether  the  Assemblies  and  Conventions  now  subsisting  in 
the  several  Colonies  are  or  are  not  the  bodies  to  whom  the 
consideration  of  continuing  the  old,  or  adopting  new  Govern- 
ments, is  referred. 

A  P&l\l\oaoi  Matthew  Clarkson,  Esq.,  praying  to  be  ap- 
pointed Clerk  to  the  House,  in  the  room  of  Charles  Moore, 
Esq.,  who  hath  resigned,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  of  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  to  be  appointed  the 
officer  to  superintend  the  Imports  and  Exports,  and  other 
Naval  affairs,  of  the  Port  o(  Philadelphia,  wsls  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  of  Jehu  Jones,  for  the  office  of  a  Quarter- 
master to  the  Troops  raising  for  the  service  of  this  Province, 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Jacob  Young,  of  North- 
ampton County,  a  First  Lieutenant  in  one  of  the  Rifle  Com- 
panies in  the  service  of  this  Province,  had  resigned  his 
commission,  a  Petition  of  Casper  Weaver,  of  the  same  place, 
to  be  appointed  in  his  stead,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  IPethhn  of  Andrew  Boyd,  to  be  appointed  a  Third 
Lieutenant  in  the  Rifle  service,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  May  23,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wilcocks  and  Mr. 
James  Allen  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

The  Petition  of  Jehu  Jones  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
referred  to  further  consideration. 


An  Address  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Obser- 
vation, for  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz : 
"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 

the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met: 
The  Address  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observa- 
tion for  the  County  o/" Philadelphia: 

"We  esteem  ourselves  in  no  small  degree  happy  that  we 
have  the  satisfaction,  in  this  very  critical  conjuncture,  of  ex- 
pressing our  sentiments  to  the  constitutional  Representative 
body  of  this  Province. 

"  With  the  deepest  concern  we  have  lately  observed  that 
the  ground  on  which  our  opposition  to  the  arbitrary  and 
oppressive  measures  of  the  British  Ministry  was  fii-sl  made, 
is  so  totally  changed.  Instead  of  our  joining  hand  and  heart 
in  forwarding  a  reconciliation  with  our  parent  state,  on  con- 
stitutional principles,  which  is  the  object  we  ought  ever  to 
have  kept  in  view,  as  the  only  termination  of  our  disputes 
which  can  possibly  give  us  happiness  and  security,  a  system 
has  been  adopted  by  some  persons  in  the  City  and  Liberties 
of  Philadelphia,  which  tends  immediately  to  the  subversion 
of  our  Constitution.  When  we  recollect  the  declaration  of 
Congress,  ti)at  they  meant  not  to  destroy  the  union  which 
has  so  long  '  and  happily  subsisted,  and  which  they  sin- 
cerely wish  to  be  restored ;'  when  we  think  of  the  known 
instructions  given  to  the  Delegates  of  several  Colonies,  as 
well  as  those  of  our  own, — we  are  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of 
disunion  which  must  attend  the  prosecution  of  a  scheme  that 
will,  in  the  end,  not  only  set  Province  against  Province,  but 
(more  dreadful  to  think  of)  foment  civil  discords  in  each 
other. 

"  Should  our  inveterate  enemies  be  so  lost  to  all  sense  of 
justice  and  humanity  as  to  persist  in  their  infernal  plan  of 
despotism  ;  should  they  drive  us  by  their  violence,  to  that 
last  shift,  a  declaration  of  Independence,  every  one  will 
then  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  measure,  and 
we  shall  be  as  one  man,  so  united  and  strengthened  by  the 
conviction  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  their  attempts. 

"The  inhabitants  of  this  County,  'in  their  own  native 
land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom  which  is  their  birthright,  and 
which  they  have  ever  enjoyed  until  the  late  violation  of  it, 
for  the  protection  of  their  property,  acquired  solely  by  the 
industry  of  their  forefathers  and  themselves,  against  violence 
actually  offered,  first  took  up  arms,  and  mean  not  to  lay 
them  down,  until  hostilities  shall  cease  on  the  part  of  the 
aggressors,  and  all  danger  of  their  being  renewed  shall  be 
removed.' 

"  They  have,  with  the  greatest  alacrity,  given  a  conside- 
rable part  of  their  time  to  qualify  themselves  in  military 
matters,  and  are  well  assured  they  will  be  behind  none  in 
their  endeavours  to  put  an  end  to  the  oppression  of  their 
country ;  but  it  was,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  determined 
resolution  to  support  and  defend  their  Constitution  against 
all  oppressions  and  innovations  whatsoever. 

"  These  we  know  to  be  the  sentiments  of  the  people  un- 
der whose  authority  we  act,  as  well  as  our  own  ;  and  as  such 
we  siiould  be  higjily  wanting  in  our  duty  to  ourselves  and 
our  constituents  were  we  to  neglect  laying  them  before  you. 

'•'  We  are  not  insensible  of  the  difficulties  which  attend 
your  situation ;  but  trust  you  will  proceed  in  the  weighty 
affairs  now  under  your  consideration  with  unanimity  and 
firmness,  still  looking  forward  to  a  happy,  permanent  ter- 
mination of  our  calamities,  in  a  constitutional  reconciliation 
with  our  ancient  friends. 

To  forget  injuries,  and  to  forgive  those  who  have  offend- 
ed, is  as  conducive  to  happiness  as  conformable  to  the  rules 
of  virtue  ;  and  we  make  no  doubt  the  most  salutary  events 
must  result  from  measures  formed  and  conducted  on  such 
principles. 

"  What  we  have  to  offer  and  advise  is,  that  you  will  most 
religiously  adhere  to  the  Instructions  given  to  our  Delegates 
in  Congress.  We  consider  them  our  greatest  security ;  and 
we  do  further  most  seriously  entreat  that  you  will,  to  the 
utmost  of  your  power,  oppose  the  changing  or  altering,  in 
any  the  least  part  of  our  invaluable  Constitution,  under 
which  we  have  experienced  every  happiness,  and  in  support 
of  which  there  is  nothing  just  or  reasonable  which  we  would 
not  willingly  undertake. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

"William  Hamilton,  Chairman." 
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Upon  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Potter,  Mr. 
Holier,  and  Mr.  Arndt,  bo  a  Committee!  to  examine  the 
Muster-Roils  returned  to  this  House,  and  report  the  number 
of  effective  Men,  Officers,  and  Privates,  in  the  pay  of  this 
Province. 

The  House  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning  ton  o'clock. 

Friday,  May  24,  1776. 

A  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Province 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read,  setting  forth  that  there 
being  only  nine  Members  of  the  said  Committee  residing  in 
this  City  who  are  not  Members  of  Assembly,  and  several 
of  the  said  Committee  being  frequently  out  of  Town  on 
publick  business,  it  often  happens  that  a  Board  cannot  bo  got 
together,  by  which  very  important  mattei-s  are  sometimes 
delayed,  to  the  injury  of  the  publick;  and  representing  the 
necessity  of  increasing  the  number  of  the  Committee  imme- 
diately, by  adding  more  persons  residing  in  the  City. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  18th  instant,  and  to  draw  up  a 
Memorial  to  be  presented  to  Congress,  reported  an  essay 
for  tiiat  purpose ;  which  was  read  by  order,  and  referred  to 
further  consideration. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Commissions  of  the 
Field  and  other  Officers  of  the  Military  Associators  in  this 
Province  shall  be  dated  at  the  time  they  were  respectively 
chosen,  but  the  rank  to  remain  as  settled  heretofore  for  the 
several  Counties ;  and  that  the  Speaker  make  out  the  said 
Commissions  accordingly. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Resolve  of  Congress ; 
which  was  read  by  order,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  In  Congress,  April  6,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Assemblies 
and  Conventions  in  the  several  Colonies  to  appoint  proper 
officers,  at  convenient  places  in  their  respective  Colonies,  to 
take  bonds,  in  adequate  penalties,  for  observing  the  regula- 
tions made  by  the  Congress  or  Assemblies  or  Conventions 
concerning  trade,  and  for  securing  the  observation  of  such 
parts  of  the  Association  as  are  not  inconsistent  therewith ; 
and  that  the  obligor  shall,  within  eighteen  months  after  the 
departure  of  the  vessel,  produce  to  such  officers  a  certificate, 
under  the  hands  and  seals  of  three  or  more  respectable  mer- 
chants residing  at  the  port  or  place  where  the  cargo  shall 
be  delivered,  that  the  same  was  there  unloaded ;  and  take 
manifests  upon  oath  of  the  cargoes  exported  and  imported, 
and  keep  fair  accounts  and  entries  thereof;  give  bills  of 
health  when  desired  ;  grant  register,  showing  the  property 
of  the  vessels  cleared  out ;  and  sign  certificates  that  the 
requisites  for  qualifying  vessels  to  trade  have  been  complied 
with ;  and  that  the  fees  of  the  said  officers  be  stated  by  the 
respective  Assemblies  or  Conventions :  Provided  always. 
That  no  prosecution  upon  any  of  the  said  bonds  shall  be 
commenced  but  within  three  years  after  the  date  thereof. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  House  will  keep,  as 
publick  property,  the  Arms  and  Accoutrements  they  have 
purchased  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Troops  in  the  pay 
of  this  Province,  and  will  purchase  such  Anns  and  Accou- 
trements for  the  publick  use  as  the  Troops  may  have  of 
their  own,  and  which  they  are  willing  to  dispose  of;  and  that 
eight  pence  per  month  be  deducted  out  of  the  pay  of  each 
soldier  for  the  use  of  such  Arms  and  Accoutrements. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Miles  be  empowered  to  agree  for  and 
purchase  such  Arms,  at  the  expense  and  for  the  use  of  this 
Province. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Forces 
in  the  pay  of  this  Province,  for  the  lime  being,  shall  have 
and  be  allowed  thirty  Dollars  per  month,  besides  his  pay, 
for  the  expenses  of  his  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  write  to  the  absent  Members, 
requesting  their  attendance  in  Assembly  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 


Upon  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.  Clymcr,  Mr.  Andrew  Allen,-  Mr.  Wilcoclcs,  Mr,  Ross, 


and  Mr.  James  Allen,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  draw 
up  Resolutions  for  rendering  naturalization,  and  the  oaths 
or  affirmations  of  allegiance,  unnecessary,  in  all  cases  where 
they  are  required  or  have  been  usually  taken  within  this 
Colony. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  May  25,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  of  John  McGowan,  praying  to  be  appointed 
to  a  Lieutenancy  in  the  Rifle  service,  vacant  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Jacob  Young,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon. 

Monday,  May  27,  1776. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  thirty-two  Members,  met  pui-suant  to 
adjournment;  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  the  House  ad- 
journed to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  May  28,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  of  Luke  Broadhead  to  be  appointed  to  the 
office  of  a  Lieutenant  in  one  of  the  Companies  of  Riflemen, 
in  the  service  of  this  Province,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Obser- 
vation of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  presented 
to  Congress  the  25th  instant,  was  laid  before  the  House,  and 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read,  setting  forth  that,  about  the  begin- 
ning of  this  month,  being  advised  that  two  of  the  King's 
ships  lying  near  Cape  Henlopen,  infesting  the  trade  of  this 
Colony,  were  proceeding  up  the  River  Delaware,  the  Com- 
mittee issued  orders  to  the  officers  of  the  aimed  boats  to 
stop  their  progress ;  and  that,  in  the  engagements  that  ensued, 
some  were  of  opinion  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  gondolas  to 
have  taken  the  Roebuck,  one  of  the  said  ships,  which  was 
not  done.  In  a  variety  of  opinions  respecting  the  cause  of 
this  miscarriage,  the  commandei's  of  the  armed  boats  have, 
in  a  publication,  attributed  it  to  the  misconduct  of  the  Com- 
mittee, in  not  furnishing  them  with  sufficient  quanthies  of 
ammunition.  They  request  the  House  will  promote  such 
an  inquiry  as  will  satisfy  the  publick  where  the  blame  and 
misconduct  is  justly  chargeable. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  freemen  and  inhabitants 
of  the  County  of  Cumberland,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met  : 

"We,  the  subscribers,  freemen  and  inhabitants  of  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  in  the  said  Province,  beg  leave  to 
lay  before  you,  at  this  very  important  crisis,  the  following 
representation : 

"  The  arbitrary  and  unconstitutional  claim  of  the  British 
Parliament  to  bind,  by  its  acts,  the  British  Colonies  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,  and  the  cruel  exertions  of  the  British 
Administration  to  cairy  by  force  that  claim  into  execution, 
drove  America  into  the  present  unhappy,  but,  on  her  part, 
just  and  necessary  war. 

"  To  obtain  the  re-establishment  of  their  rights,  and  to  be 
restored  to  the  freedom  and  prosperity  which,  until  lately, 
they  enjoyed,  were  the  declared  ends  of  the  Colonists;  of  those 
ends  we  ardently  wish  to  see  the  full  accomplishment. 

"  But  this  cannot  take  place  without  the  concurrence  of 
those  who  discover  no  inclination  to  depart  from  the  destruc- 
tive system  which  they  have  so  pertinaciously  pursued  ;  ne- 
cesshy,  tl\erefore,  directs  the  contemplation  of  the  publick 
to  other  objects. 

"  If  those  who  rule  in  Britain  will  not  permit  the  Colo- 
nies to  be  free  and  happy  in  connection  with  that  Kingdom, 
it  becomes  their  duty  to  secure  and  promote  their  freedom 
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and  happiness  in  die  best  manner  they  can,  without  that 
connection. 

"  The  prosecution  of  the  war  may  require  some  measures 
to  be  adopted  which,  beside  the  purposes  more  immediately 
intended  to  be  produced  by  them,  may  have  a  tendency 
to  weaiven  or  even  to  dissolve  the  connection  before-men- 
tioned. 

"To  avoid  the  terrible  consequences  of  anarchy  ;  to  pre- 
vent the  best  men  from  falling  sacrifices  to  the  factious  and 
interested  views  of  the  worst,  it  w  ill  soon  become,  if  it  has 
not  already  become,  necessary  to  advise,  and  to  form  such 
establishments  as  will  be  sufficient  to  protect  the  virtuous  and 
restrain  the  vicious  members  of  society.  Those  establish- 
ments may  be  construed  to  lead  to  a  separation  from  Great 
Britain. 

"  The  foregoing  considerations  induce  us  to  petition  this 
honourable  House  that  the  last  Instructions  which  it  gave 
to  the  Delegates  of  this  Province  in  Congress,  wherein  they 
are  enjoined  not  to  consent  to  any  step  which  may  cause  or 
lead  to  a  separation  from  Great  Britain,  may  be  with- 
drawn." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House,  as  soon  as  possible,  an 
account  of  the  preparations  of  every  kind  already  made  or 
now  making  by  them  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  lay 
before  this  House  an  account  of  the  Money  issued  by  the 
Resolves  of  the  Assembly,  which  has  been  drawn  out  of 
his  hands  by  orders  from  the  Assembly  and  Committee  of 
Safety,  and  what  sum  yet  remains  unexpended. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  seventeen  Shillings  per  week 
be  allowed  to  each  of  the  Officers  in  the  pay  of  this  Pro- 
vince for  their  subsistence  in  the  Recruiting  service  from  the 
date  of  their  Instructions  until  the  time  of  their  arrival  at 
their  proper  stations. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  Officers  in  the  service  of 
this  Province  commence  from  the  date  of  their  instructions 
for  inlisting  men. 

Resolved,  That  John  McGowan  be  appointed  Adjutant 
to  one  of  the  Battalions  in  the  Rifle  Regiment  of  the  forces 
in  the  pay  of  this  Province. 

The  House,  taking  into  consideration  the  several  applica- 
tions for  the  vacancy  in  the  Rifle  Regiment, 

Resolved,  That  George  Wert  be  appointed  a  First  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  said  Rifle  Regiment,  in  the  room  of  Jacob 
Young,  who  hath  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Jacquet  be  appointed  a  Second 
Lieutenant  in  the  said  Regiment,  in  the  room  of  George 
Wert,  promoted. 

Resolved,  That  Luke  Broadhead  be  appointed  a  Third 
Lieutenant  in  the  said  Regiment,  in  the  room  of  Joseph 
Jacquet,  promoted. 

The  House,  resuming  the  consideration  of  the  Memorial 
of  the  Commiitee  of  Safety,  presented  in  the  morning, 

Ordered,  That,  Mr.  Potts,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Rodman, 
Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Foulke,  Mr.  Chapman,  Mr.  Tivyning, 
Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Jenks,  Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr. 
Pennock,  Mr.  Pyle,  Mr.  Porter,  Mr.  Galbreath,  Mr.  Ew- 
ing,  Mr.  Eddy,  Mr.  Rankin,  Mr.  Hodge,  Mr.  Whitehill, 
Mr.  Chreist,  Mr.  Haller,  Mr.  Lesher,  Mr.  Kachlein,  Mr. 
James  Allen,  Mr.  Arndt,  Mr.  Potter,  with  the  Speaker,  be 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  respecting  the  charge  made  against  them  by  the 
Captains  of  the  armed  boats,  and  other  matters  relative  to 
the  engagement  between  the  said  armed  boats  and  the 
King's  ships  in  the  River  Delaware. 

Resolved,  That  Jacob  Laverswyler,  John  Doye,  and  Fre- 
derick Molincitr,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  Quar- 
termasters to  the  three  Battalions  in  the  pay  of  this  Pro- 
vince. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  May  89,  1776. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 


John  Proctor,  Esq.,  this  day  appearing  in  the  House  the 
first  time  since  his  being  chosen  a  Representative,  took  his 
seat  accordingly. 

The  House,  taking  into  consideration  the  Petitions  from 
Northumberland  and  other  Counties  respecting  the  Monevs 
the  Petitioners  had  taken  out  of  the  Loan  Office  on  loan, 
for  which  they  had  given  their  mortgages,  presented  to  the 
House  at  their  last  sitting. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Chjmer,  Mr.  Wikocks, 
Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Ross,  and  Mr.  Galbreath,  be  a  Committee 
to  prepare  and  report  to  the  House  a  Resolution  to  indem- 
nify the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  in  cases  where  the 
Mortgagors  have  been  deficient  in  their  annual  payments, 
and  the  said  Tioistees  have  not  proceeded  against  such 
defaulters  as  the  laws  of  this  Province  direct. 

Addresses,  signed  by  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Philadelphia,  were  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read,  and  are  as  they  severally  follow,  viz : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 

the  Province  oy" Pennsylvania,  in  Assembly  met: 
"  The  Address  and  Remonstrajice  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 

City  and  County  o/" Philadelphia: 
"  Whereas,  to  our  great  affliction,  we  find  that  a  paper 
has  been  presented  to  the  House,  styled  '  the  Protest  of 
divers  inhabitants  of  this  Province,'  said  to  be  in  'behalf  of 
themselves  and  others;'  the  purport  of  which  is  to  subvert 
and  change  the  Constitution  of  this  Government,  upon 
sundry  allegations  which  we  cannot  conceive  to  be  well 
founded ;  and  whereas  we  think  it  an  indispensable  duty  to 
oui-selves  and  our  posterity  to  claim  and  support  our  birtli- 
right  in  the  Charter  and  wise  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  either 
consented  to  by  ourselves  or  delivered  down  to  us  by  our 
ancestors,  as  far  as  may  be  possible,  without  injury  to  the 
publick  cause  of  America,  during  the  present  distressed 
situation  of  our  affaire, — we  do  therefore  remonstrate  against 
the  said  Protest,  for  the  following  reasons : 

"  First :  Because  it  holds  up  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of 
the  I5th  instant  as  an  absolute  injunction  for  the  '  taking 
up  and  establishing  new  Governments  throughout  all  the 
United  Colonies  under  the  authority  of  the  people;'  where- 
as the  said  Resolve  is  only  a  conditional  recommendation 
'  to  the  respective  Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  United 
Colonies  where  no  Government  sufficient  to  the  exigencies 
of  their  affairs  has  been  established,  to  adopt  such  Govern- 
ments as  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their 
constituents  in  particular,  and  America  in  general.'  And 
here  it  is  obvious  to  remark,  that,  in  this  and  every  other 
resolve  of  Congress  where  Assemblies  and  Conventions 
are  referred  to,  it  must  be  intended  (and  the  practice  has 
been  accordingly)  that  wherever  Assemblies  exist  and  can 
meet  as  the  ancient  constitutional  bodies  in  their  respective 
Colonies,  the  publick  business  is  to  be  carried  on  by  them, 
and  by  Conventions  only  in  those  urgent  cases  where  arbi- 
trary Governoure,  by  prorogations  and  dissolutions,  prevent 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  from  sitting  to  deliberate 
on  their  own  affairs,  or  have  subverted  the  Constitutions  by 
abdicating  their  offices,  and  levying  war  against  these  Colo- 
nies ;  that  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  cannot  be  pro- 
rogued or  dissolved  ;  that  they  have  been  exceeded  by  no 
Province  in  their  noble  exertions  in  the  common  cause  of 
liberty ;  that,  by  the  Resolve  of  Congress,  who  have  never 
interfered  in  the  domestick  police  of  tiie  Colonies,  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  people  are  left  as  the  sole  judges 
whether  their  Governments  be  'sufficient  for  the  exigencies 
of  their  affairs'  or  not ;  and  that  our  courts  of  law  are  open, 
justice  has  been  administered  with  a  due  attention  to  our 
circumstances,  and  large  sums  of  money  issued,  the  credit 
of  which  might  be  shaken,  and  numberless  confusions  ensue 
from  innovations  hastily  or  unnecessarily  made,. 

"  Second :  We  remonstrate  against  the  said  Protest,  as 
setting  on  foot  a  measure  which  tends  to  disunion,  and  must 
damp  the  zeal  of  multitudes  of  the  good  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  common  cause,  who,  having  a  high  veneration 
for  their  civil  and  religious  rights  as  secured  by  our  Charter, 
never  conceived,  when  they  engaged,  among  other  things, 
for  the  support  of  the  Charter-rights  of  another  Colony,  that 
they  would  be  called  upon  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  their  own 
Charter;    nor  can  we  now  see  anything  in  our  situation 
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which  requires  such  an  unequal  sacrifice,  while  other  Colo- 
nies (particularly  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island,  the  autho- 
rit}'  of  whose  Assemblies  is  the  same  way  derived  by  Charter 
as  ours,)  continue  their  ancient  forms  of  Government  by  these 
bodies  without  Conventions. 

"That  whatever  temporary  alterations  in  forms  the 
urgency  of  aftairs  or  the  authority  of  the  people  can  be 
conceived  to  justify  or  render  expedient,  that  authority  is 
fully  vested  in  our  Representatives  in  Assembly  freely  and 
annually  chosen. 

"  Six  parts  in  seven  of  your  body  are,  by  our  inestimable 
Charter,  vested  with  the  power  of  determining  in  this  mat- 
ter. We  look  to  you  as  intrusted  with  the  conservation  of 
our  rights,  and  are  firmly  of  opinion  that  your  constituents, 
in  general,  will  cheerfully  be  governed  by  whatever  your 
wisdom  may  ordain  in  the  present  exigency,  humbly  recom- 
mending it  to  you  always  to  keep  in  mind  that,  in  times  of 
confusion,  every  change  should  be  cautiously  adopted,  and 
only  such  made  as  are  absolutelj'^  necessary ;  in  which  par- 
ticulars, the  Province  of  South- Carolina  (when  impelled  by 
necessity)  has  set  a  laudable  example,  regulating  themselves 
with  a  view  towards,  and  onlv  until  'an  accommodation  of 
the  unhappy  differences  between  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 
rica can  be  obtained,  an  event  which,  though  traduced  and 
treated  as  Rebels,  they  still  profess  earnestly  to  desire.'  " 
"  To  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met : 

"  Whereas  a  publication,  styled  '  A  Protest  of  divers  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
others,'  hath  appeared  in  the  publick  papers,  addressed  to 
the  Representatives  of  the  Province  o(  Pennsylvania,  de- 
clared to  be  from  '  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Liberties 
o{  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,'  we, 
the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the  City  and  County  oi  Phi- 
ladelphia, sensible  of  the  many  advantages  derived  to  us 
from  our  excellent  Constitution,  and  anxiously  solicitous  that 
they  may  be  continued  to  us  and  our  posterity,  deem  it  our 
indispensable  duty  to  declare  that  we  are  not  represented  in 
the  said  Protest,  neitlier  have  we  empowered  any  person  or 
persons  whatever  on  our  behalf  to  sign  it." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  of  James  Wallace,  requesting  to  be  appointed 
the  Officer  for  the  entering  in  and  clearing  out  Vessels  for 
the  Port  and  District  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  Account  of  Lewis  Nicola,  Barrackmasfer,  for  repairs 
of  the  Barracks,  was  laid  before  the  House,  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  be  paid. 

An  Account  of  Captain  Spring,  for  storage  of  several 
articles  in  the  Magazine,  was  laid  before  the  House,  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Accounts  for  examina- 
tion. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Michael  Hillcgas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  agreeable  to  the  order 
of  yesterday,  laid  before  the  House  an  Account  containing 
a  list  of  Orders  drawn  on  him  by  the  Committee  of  Safety; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  peru- 
sal of  the  Members. 

A  Petition  of  Frederick  Phile,  to  be  appointed  to  the 
office  of  Collector  of  the  Customs  for  the  Port  of  Philadel- 
phia, was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  this  morning  to  draw  up  a 
Resolution  to  indemnify  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  in 
cases  where  the  Mortgagors  have  been  deficient  in  their 
annual  payments,  &;c.,  reported  a  Resolution  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  a 
second  reading. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  May  30,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Petitions,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  freemen  and  inhabi- 
tants of  the  County  of  Cumberland,  were  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read,  setting  forth  that,  by  the  stagnation  of  Com-     to  prison 


merce,  the  circulation  of  money  is  nearly  stopped  among 
them  ;  and  that  many,  who  have  property  sufficient,  and  are 
willing  to  discharge  their  debts,  will  be  reduced  to  the  greatest 
distress  if  sales  by  the  Sheriff"  are  permitted  to  bo  made  in- 
discriminately ;  they  therefore  pray  the  House  to  make  such 
regulations  as  shall  appear  best  calculated  to  secure  to  credi- 
tors their  just  debts,  and  prevent  the  ruin  of  honest  debtors. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Resignation  and  Representation  of  Owen  Jones,  Esq., 
resigning  his  office  as  Provincial  Treasurer,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read. 

The  Resignation  being  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  be,  and  he  Is 
hereby,  appointed  Provincial  Treasurer,  in  the  room  of 
Owen  Jones,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  named  in  the  Act  of  Assem- 
bly, passed  the  last  sitting,  remove  the  Records  in  their 
care  from  place  to  place,  under  the  restrictions  in  the  said 
Act,  and  that  this  House  will  pay  the  expense  of  such  re- 
movals. 

Ordered,  That  the  Members  of  the  several  Counties  re- 
turn to  the  House  a  list  of  the  Magistrates  in  their  respective 
Counties,  and  that  they  take  into  their  care  a  volume  of  the 
Laws  for,  and  to  be  delivered  to  each  of  the  Magistrates 
and  Board  of  Commissioners  in  their  Counties ;  and  shall 
give  to  the  Clerk  of  this  House  a  receipt  for  so  many  as 
they  shall  so  take  into  their  care. 

A  Member  presented  at  the  table  Resolves  of  Congress, 
respecting  the  conduct  to  be  observed  to  and  by  Prisoners- 
of-War ;  which  were  read  by  order,  and  are  as  follows : 

"In  Congress,  May  21,  177C. 

"  Resolved,  That  all  persons  taken  in  arms  on  board  any 
prize,  be  deemed  prisoners,  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  su- 
preme Executive  power  in  each  Colony  to  which  they  are 
brought,  whether  the  prize  be  taken  by  vessels  fitted  out  by 
the  Continent  or  by  others. 

"That  such  as  are  taken,  to  be  treated  as  prisoners-of- 
war,  but  with  humanity,  and  be  allowed  the  same  rations 
as  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  LTnited  Colonies ;  but  that 
such  as  are  Officers  supply  themselves,  and  be  allowed  to 
draw  Bills  to  pay  for  their  subsistence  and  clothing. 

"  That  Officers  made  prisoners  in  the  land  service  be  al- 
lowed the  same  indulgence. 

"  That  the  Officers  be  not  permitted  to  reside  in  or  near 
any  seaport  Town  nor  publick  Post-Road,  and  that  the 
Officers  and  Privates  be  not  suffered  to  reside  in  the  same 
places. 

"  That  in  case  the  Officers  cannot  draw  or  sell  their  Bills, 
the  Congress  will  allow  for  each  of  therri  two  dollars  a  week 
for  board  and  lodgings,  to  be  repaid  by  said  Officers  before 
they  are  released  from  their  captivity. 

"  That  no  Tavern-keepers  supply  any  Officers  who  are 
prisoners  on  the  credit  of  the  Continent. 

"  That  the  capitulations  entered  into  with  prisoners  at  the 
time  of  their  surrender  be  punctually  observed. 

"  That  such  Officers  as  surrender  prisoners-of-war  be  put 
on  their  parole,  unless  Congress  shall  otherwise  direct. 

"  That  the  form  of  the  Parole  be  as  follows : 

"I, ,  being  made  a  prisoner-of-war  by 

the  Army  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies  in  North-Ame- 
rica, do  promise  and  engage,  on  my  word  and  honour,  and 
on  the  faith  of  a  gentleman,  to  depart  from  hence  to  .  .  .  . , 
in  the  Province  of ,  being  the  place  of  my  desti- 
nation and  residence,  and  there,  or  within  six  miles  thereof, 
to  remain  during  the  present  war  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  said  United  Colonies,  or  until  the  Congress  of  the 
said  United  Colonies,  or  the  Assembly,  Convention,  or  Com- 
mittee, or  Council  of  Safety,  of  the  said  Colony,  shall  order 
otherwise ;  and  that  I  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  give 
any  intelligence  whatsoever  to  the  enemies  of  the  United 
Colonies,  or  do  or  say  anything  in  opposition  to,  or  in  pre- 
judice of,  the  measures  and  proceedings  of  any  Congress  for 
the  said  Colonies  during  the  present  troubles,  or  until  I  am 
duly  exchanged  or  discharged. 

"  Given  under  my  hand,  this day  of , 

A.  D.  1776. 


"That  the  said  Parole  be  signed  by  the  Officers. 

"  That  such  as  refuse  to  subscribe  the  Parole  be  committed 
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and  happiness  in  tlie  best  manner  they  can,  wilhout  that 
connection. 

"  Tiie  prosecution  of  the  war  may  require  some  measures 
to  be  adopted  which,  beside  tiie  purposes  more  immediately 
intended  to  be  produced  by  them,  may  have  a  tendency 
to  weaken  or  even  to  dissolve  the  connection  before-men- 
tioned. 

"  To  avoid  the  terrible  consequences  of  anarchy  ;  to  jire- 
vent  the  best  men  from  falling  sacrifices  to  the  factious  and 
interested  views  of  the  worst,  it  will  soon  become,  if  it  has 
not  already  become,  necessary  to  advise,  and  to  form  such 
establishments  as  will  be  sufficient  to  protect  the  virtuous  and 
restrain  the  vicious  members  of  society.  Those  establish- 
ments may  be  construed  to  lead  to  a  separation  from  Great 
Britain. 

"  The  foregoing  considerations  induce  us  to  petition  this 
honourable  House  that  the  last  Instructions  which  it  gave 
to  the  Delegates  of  this  Province  in  Congress,  wherein  they 
are  enjoined  not  to  consent  to  any  step  whicli  may  cause  or 
lead  to  a  separation  from  Great  Britain,  may  be  with- 
drawn." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House,  as  soon  as  possible,  an 
account  of  the  preparations  of  every  kind  already  made  or 
now  making  by  them  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  lay 
before  this  House  an  account  of  the  Money  issued  by  the 
Resolves  of  the  Assembly,  which  has  been  drawn  out  of 
his  hands  by  orders  from  the  Assembly  and  Committee  of 
Safety,  and  what  sum  yet  remains  unexpended. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  seventeen  Shillings  per  week 
be  allowed  to  each  of  the  Officers  in  the  pay  of  this  Pro- 
vince for  their  subsistence  in  the  Recruiting  service  from  the 
date  of  their  Instructions  until  the  time  of  their  arrival  at 
their  proper  stations. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  Officers  in  the  service  of 
this  Province  commence  from  the  date  of  their  instructions 
for  inlisting  men. 

Resolved,  That  John  McGowan  be  appointed  Adjutant 
to  one  of  the  Battalions  in  the  Rifle  Regiment  of  the  forces 
in  the  pay  of  this  Province. 

Tlie  House,  taking  into  consideration  the  several  applica- 
tions for  the  vacancy  in  the  Rifle  Regiment, 

Resolved,  That  George  Wert  be  appointed  a  First  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  said  Rifle  Regiment,  in  the  room  of  Jacob 
Young,  who  hath  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Jacquet  be  appointed  a  Second 
Lieutenant  in  the  said  Regiment,  in  the  room  of  George 
Wert,  promoted. 

Resolved,  That  Luke  Broadhead  be  appointed  a  Third 
Lieutenant  in  the  said  Regiment,  in  the  room  oi  Joseph 
Jacquet,  promoted. 

The  House,  resuming  the  consideration  of  the  Memorial 
of  the  Commiitee  of  Safety,  presented  in  the  morning, 

Ordered,  That,  Mr.  Potts,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Rodman, 
Mr.  Wi/nkoop,  Mr.  Foulke,  Mr.  Chapman,  Mr.  Twyning, 
Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Jenks,  Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr. 
Pennock,  Mr.  Pyle,  Mr.  Porter,  Mr.  Galbreath,  Mr.  Ew- 
ing,  Mr.  Eddy,  Mr.  Rankin,  Mr.  Hodge,  Mr.  Whitehill, 
Mr.  Chreist,  Mr.  Holier,  Mr.  Lesher,  Mr.  Kachlein,  Mr. 
James  Allen,  Mr.  Arndt,  Mr.  Potter,  with  the  Speaker,  be 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  respecting  the  charge  made  against  them  by  the 
Captains  of  the  armed  boats,  and  other  matters  relative  to 
the  engagement  between  the  said  armed  boats  and  the 
King's  ships  in  the  River  Delaware. 

Resolved,  That  Jacob  Laverswyler,  John  Doye,  and  Fre- 
derick Molineux,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  Quar- 
termasters to  the  three  Battalions  in  the  pay  of  this  Pro- 
vince. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  May  89,  1776. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 


John  Proctor,  Esq.,  this  day  appearing  in  the  House  the 
first  time  since  his  being  chosen  a  Representative,  took  his 
seat  accordingly. 

The  House,  taking  into  consideration  the  Petitions  from 
Northumberland  and  other  Counties  respecting  the  Monevs 
the  Petitioners  had  taken  out  of  the  Ix)an  Office  on  loan, 
for  which  they  had  given  their  mortgages,  presented  to  the 
House  at  their  last  sitting. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Chjmer,  Mr.  Wikocks, 
Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Ross,  and  Mr.  Galbreath,  be  a  Committee 
to  prepare  and  report  to  the  House  a  Resolution  to  indem- 
nify the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  in  cases  where  the 
Mortgagors  have  been  deficient  in  their  annual  payments, 
and  the  said  Tnistees  have  not  proceeded  against  such 
defaulters  as  the  laws  of  this  Province  direct. 

Addresses,  signed  by  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Philadelphia,  were  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read,  and  are  as  they  severally  follow,  viz : 

"  7^9  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 

the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Assembly  met  : 

"  The  Address  and  Remonstrance  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 

City  and  County  q/" Philadelphia: 

"  Whereas,  to  our  great  affliction,  we  find  that  a  paper 
has  been  presented  to  the  House,  styled  '  the  Protest  of 
divers  inhabitants  of  this  Province,'  said  to  be  in  'belialf  of 
themselves  and  others;'  the  purport  of  which  is  to  subvert 
and  change  the  Constitution  of  this  Government,  upon 
sundry  allegations  which  we  cannot  conceive  to  be  well 
founded  ;  and  whereas  we  think  it  an  indispensable  duty  to 
oui-selves  and  our  posterity  to  claim  and  support  our  birth- 
right in  the  Charter  and  wise  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  either 
consented  to  by  ourselves  or  delivered  down  to  us  by  our 
ancestors,  as  far  as  may  be  possible,  without  injury  to  the 
publick  cause  of  America,  during  the  present  distressed 
situation  of  our  affairs, — we  do  therefore  remonstrate  against 
the  said  Protest,  for  the  following  reasons: 

"  Fii-st :  Because  it  holds  up  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of 
the  15th  instant  as  an  absolute  injunction  for  the  '  taking , 
up  and  establishing  new  Governments  throughout  all  the 
United  Colonies  under  the  authority  of  the  people;'  where- 
as the  said  Resolve  is  only  a  conditional  recommendation 
'  to  the  respective  Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  United 
Colonies  where  no  Government  sufficient  to  the  exigencies 
of  their  affairs  has  been  established,  to  adopt  such  Govern- 
ments as  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their 
constituents  in  particular,  and  America  in  general.'  And 
here  it  is  obvious  to  remark,  that,  in  this  and  every  other 
resolve  of  Congress  where  Assemblies  and  Conventions 
are  referred  to,  it  must  be  intended  (and  the  practice  has 
been  accordingly)  that  wherever  Assemblies  exist  and  can 
meet  as  the  ancient  constitutional  bodies  in  their  respective 
Colonies,  the  publick  business  is  to  be  carried  on  by  them, 
and  by  Conventions  only  in  those  urgent  cases  where  arbi- 
trary Governours,  by  prorogations  and  dissolutions,  prevent 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  from  sitting  to  deliberate 
on  their  own  affairs,  or  have  subverted  the  Constitutions  by 
abdicating  their  offices,  and  levying  war  against  these  Colo- 
nies ;  that  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  cannot  be  pro- 
rogued or  dissolved  ;  that  they  have  been  exceeded  by  no 
Province  in  their  noble  exertions  in  the  common  cause  of 
liberty ;  that,  by  the  Resolve  of  Congress,  who  have  never 
interfered  in  the  domestick  police  of  the  Colonies,  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  people  are  left  as  the  sole  judges 
whether  their  Governments  be  'sufficient  for  the  exigencies 
of  their  affairs'  or  not;  and  that  our  courts  of  law  are  open, 
justice  has  been  administered  with  a  due  attention  to  our 
circumstances,  and  large  sums  of  money  issued,  the  credit 
of  which  might  be  shaken,  and  numbcriess  confusions  ensue 
from  innovations  hastily  or  unnecessarily  made. 

"  Second :  We  remonstrate  against  the  said  Protest,  as 
setting  on  foot  a  measure  which  tends  to  disunion,  and  must 
damp  the  zeal  of  multitudes  of  the  good  people  oi'  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  common  cause,  who,  having  a  high  veneration 
for  their  civil  and  religious  rights  as  secured  by  our  Charter, 
never  conceived,  when  they  engaged,  among  other  things, 
for  the  support  of  the  Charter-rights  of  another  Colony,  that 
they  would  be  called  upon  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  their  own 
Charter;   nor  can  we  now  see  anything  in  our  situation 
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which  requires  sucli  an  unequal  sacrifice,  while  other  Colo- 
nies (particularly  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island,  the  autho- 
rity of  whose  Assemblies  is  the  same  way  derived  by  Charter 
as  ours,)  continue  their  ancient  forms  of  Government  by  these 
bodies  without  Conventions. 

"That  whatever  temporary  alterations  in  forms  the 
urgency  of  affairs  or  the  authority  of  the  people  can  be 
conceived  to  justify  or  render  expedient,  that  authority  is 
fully  vested  in  our  Representatives  in  Assembly  freely  and 
annually  chosen. 

"Six  parts  in  seven  of  your  body  are,  by  our  inestimable 
Charter,  vested  with  the  power  of  determining  in  this  mat- 
ter. We  look  to  you  as  intrusted  with  the  conservation  of 
our  rights,  and  are  firmly  of  opinion  that  your  constituents, 
in  general,  will  cheerfully  be  governed  by  whatever  your 
wisdom  may  ordain  in  the  present  exigency,  himibly  recom- 
mending it  to  you  always  to  keep  in  mind  that,  in  times  of 
confusion,  every  change  should  be  cautiously  adopted,  and 
only  such  made  as  are  absolutely  necessary ;  in  which  par- 
ticulars, the  Province  of  South- Carolina  (when  impelled  by 
necessity)  has  set  a  laudable  example,  regulating  themselves 
with  a  view  towards,  and  only  until  '  an  accommodation  of 
the  unhappy  differences  between  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 
rica can  be  obtained,  an  event  which,  though  traduced  and 
treated  as  Rebels,  they  still  profess  earnestly  to  desire.' " 
"  To  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met  : 

"  Whereas  a  publication,  styled  '  A  Protest  of  divers  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
others,'  hath  appeared  in  the  publick  papers,  addressed  to 
the  Representatives  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  de- 
clared to  be  from  '  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Liberties 
o{  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others,'  we, 
the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the  City  and  County  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, sensible  of  the  many  advantages  derived  to  us 
from  our  excellent  Constitution,  and  anxiously  solicitous  that 
they  may  be  continued  to  us  and  our  posterity,  deem  it  our 
indispensable  duty  to  declare  that  we  are  not  represented  in 
the  said  Protest,  neither  have  we  empowered  any  person  or 
persons  whatever  on  our  behalf  to  sign  it." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  of  James  Wallace,  requesting  to  be  appointed 
the  Officer  for  the  entering  in  and  clearing  out  Vessels  for 
the  Port  and  District  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  Account  of  Lewis  Nicola,  Barrackmaster,  for  repairs 
of  the  Barracks,  was  laid  before  the  House,  read,  and  rel'er- 
red  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  be  paid. 

An  Account  of  Captain  Spring,  for  storage  of  several 
articles  in  the  Magazine,  was  laid  before  the  House,  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Accounts  for  examina- 
tion. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Michael  Hillcgas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  agreeable  to  the  order 
of  yesterday,  laid  before  the  House  an  Account  containing 
a  list  of  Orders  drawn  on  him  by  the  Committee  of  Safety; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  peru- 
sal of  the  Members. 

A  Petition  of  Frederick  Phile,  to  be  appointed  to  the 
office  of  Collector  of  the  Customs  for  the  Port  o[  Philadel- 
phia, was  i)resented  to  the  House,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  this  morning  to  draw  up  a 
Resolution  to  indemnify  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  in 
cases  where  the  Mortgagors  have  been  deficient  in  their 
annual  payments,  Sic,  reported  a  Resolution  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  a 
second  reading. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  May  30,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Petitions,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  freemen  and  inhabi- 
tants of  the  County  of  Cumberland,  were  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read,  setting  forth  that,  by  the  stagnation  of  Com-     to  prison 


merce,  the  circulation  of  money  is  nearly  stopped  among 
them  ;  and  that  many,  who  have  property  sufficient,  and  are 
willing  to  discharge  their  debts,  will  be  reduced  to  the  greatest 
distress  if  sales  by  the  Sheriff  are  permitted  to  be  made  in- 
discriminately ;  they  therefore  pray  the  House  to  make  such 
regulations  as  shall  appear  best  calculated  to  secure  to  credi- 
tors their  just  debts,  and  prevent  the  ruin  of  honest  debtors. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Resignation  and  Representation  of  Owen  Jones,  Esq., 
resigning  his  office  as  Provincial  Treasurer,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read. 

The  Resignation  being  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  appointed  Provincial  Treasurer,  in  the  room  of 
Owen  Jones,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  named  in  the  Act  of  Assem- 
bly, passed  the  last  sitting,  remove  the  Records  in  their 
care  from  place  to  place,  under  the  restrictions  in  the  said 
Act,  and  that  this  House  will  pay  the  expense  of  such  re- 
movals. 

Ordered,  That  the  Members  of  the  several  Counties  re- 
turn to  the  House  a  list  of  the  Magistrates  in  their  respective 
Counties,  and  that  they  take  into  their  care  a  volume  of  the 
Laws  for,  and  to  be  delivered  to  each  of  the  Magistrates 
and  Board  of  Commissioners  in  their  Counties ;  and  shall 
give  to  the  Clerk  of  this  House  a  receipt  for  so  many  as 
they  shall  so  take  into  their  care. 

A  Member  presented  at  the  table  Resolves  of  Congress, 
respecting  the  conduct  to  be  observed  to  and  by  Prisoners- 
of-War ;  which  were  read  by  order,  and  are  as  follows : 

"In  Congress,  May  21,  1770. 

"  Resolved,  That  all  persons  taken  in  arms  on  board  any 
prize,  be  deemed  prisoners,  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  su- 
preme Executive  power  in  each  Colony  to  which  they  are 
brought,  whether  the  prize  be  taken  by  vessels  fitted  out  by 
the  Continent  or  by  others. 

"That  such  as  are  taken,  to  be  treated  as  prisoners-of- 
war,  but  with  humanity,  and  be  allowed  the  same  rations 
as  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies ;  but  that 
such  as  are  Officers  supply  themselves,  and  be  allowed  to 
draw  Bills  to  pay  for  their  subsistence  and  clothing. 

"  That  Officers  made  prisoners  in  the  land  service  be  al- 
lowed the  same  indulgence. 

"  That  the  Officers  be  not  permitted  to  reside  in  or  near 
any  seaport  Town  nor  publick  Post-Road,  and  that  the 
Officers  and  Privates  be  not  suffered  to  reside  in  the  same 
places. 

"  That  in  case  the  Officers  cannot  draw  or  sell  their  Bills, 
the  Congress  will  allow  for  each  of  therti  two  dollars  a  week 
for  board  and  lodgings,  to  be'  repaid  by  said  Officers  before 
they  are  released  from  their  captivity. 

"  That  no  Tavern-keepers  supply  any  Officers  who  are 
prisoners  on  the  credit  of  the  Continent. 

"  That  the  capitulations  entered  into  with  prisoners  at  the 
time  of  their  surrender  be  punctually  observed. 

"  That  such  Officers  as  surrender  prisoners-of-war  be  put 
on  their  parole,  unless  Congress  shall  otherwise  direct. 

"  That  the  form  of  the  Parole  be  as  follows  : 

"I, ,  being  made  a  prisoner-of-war  by 

the  Army  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies  in  North-Ame- 
rica, do  promise  and  engage,  on  my  word  and  honour,  and 
on  the  faith  of  a  gentleman,  to  depart  from  hence  to  .  .  .  . , 
in  the  Province  of ,  being  the  place  of  my  desti- 
nation and  residence,  and  there,  or  within  six  miles  thereof, 
to  remain  during  the  present  war  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  said  United  Colonies,  or  until  the  Congress  of  the 
said  United  Colonies,  or  the  Assembly,  Convention,  or  Com- 
mittee, or  Council  of  Safety,  of  the  said  Colony,  shall  order 
otherwise ;  and  that  I  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  give 
any  intelligence  whatsoever  to  the  enemies  of  the  United 
Colonies,  or  do  or  say  anything  in  opposition  to,  or  in  pre- 
judice of,  the  measures  and  proceedings  of  any  Congress  for 
the  said  Colonies  during  the  present  troubles,  or  until  I  am 
duly  exchanged  or  discharged. 

"  Given  under  my  hand,  this day  of , 

A.  D.  1776. 

"That  the  said  Parole  be  signed  by  the  Officers. 

"  Tliat  such  as  refuse  to  subscribe  the  Parole  be  committed 
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"  That  Danid  Franks,  Esq.,  Agent  to  the  Contractors 
for  victualling  the  Troops  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  be 
permitted  to  supply  the  prisoner  with  provisions  and  other 
necessaries,  and  to  sell  his  Bills  for  such  sun)s  of  inoney  as 
are  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

"And  to  enable  him  to  do  this  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
en)j)loycrs,  that  a  commissioned  officer  be  permitted  once 
a  month  to  visit  the  prisoners  so  victualled  and  supplied,  in 
order  to  count  their  numbers  and  certify  the  rolls. 

"That  such  of  the  prisoners  as  are  not  supplied  by  Mr. 
Franks,  be  furnished  with  provisions  not  exceeding  the  ra- 
tions allowed  to  Privates  in  the  service  of  die  Continent. 

"  That  the  women  and  children  belonging  to  the  prisoners 
be  furnished  with  subsistencej  and  supplied  with  firing  and 
other  things  absolutely  necessary  for  their  support. 

"That  no  prisoners  be  inlisted  in  the  Continental  Army, 

"  That  the  prisoners  be  permitted  to  exercise  their  trades, 
and  to  labour,  in  order  to  support  themselves  and  families. 

"  That  the  Committees  of  Inspection  and  Observation  for 
the  Counties,  Districts,  or  Towns,  assigned  for  the  residence 
of  prisoners,  be  empowered  to  superintend  their  conduct,  and, 
in  cases  of  gross  misbehaviour,  to  confine  them,  and  report 
to  their  respective  Assemblies,  Conventions,  or  Committees, 
or  Councils  of  Safety,  the  proceedings  had  on  such  occa- 
sions. 

"  That  a  list  of  the  prisoners  in  each  Colony  be  made  out 
by  the  Committees  of  the  Counties,  Towns,  or  Districts, 
where  they  reside,  and  transmitted  to  the  Assembly,  Con- 
vention, or  Council,  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  such  Colony 
respectively,  who  shall  send  a  copy  thereof  to  Congress. 

"  That  the  said  Assemblies,  Conventions,  and  Commit- 
tees, or  Councils  of  Safety,  be  empowered  to  contract  with 
proper  persons  for  the  most  reasonable  terms  for  supplying 
such  of  the  prisoners,  their  wives  and  children,  in  their  re- 
spective Colony,  as  are  not  supplied  by  Mr.  Franks. 

"  That  the  said  Assemblies,  Conventions,  and  Commit- 
tees, or  Councils  of  Safety,  be  authorized  and  requested  to 
take  the  Paroles  of  the  Officers,  and  to  cause  a  strict  observ- 
ance of  the  terms  on  which  they  are  enlarged,  and  also  to 
take  especial  care  that  none  of  those  confined  by  order  of 
the  Congress  be  suffered  to  escape ;  also,  to  advance  the 
allowance  of  two  dollars  a  week  to  each  of  the  Officers  who 
cannot  draw  or  sell  their  Bills,  and  to  draw  for  the  same  on 
the  President  of  the  Congress. 

"  That  the  said  Assemblies,  Conventions,  Committees,  or 
Councils  of  Safety,  of  the  Colonies  respectively  in  which 
prisoners  are,  or  shall  choose,  or  be  appointed  to  reside,  be 
empowered  to  remove  such  prisoners  from  place  to  place, 
within  the  same  Colonies,  as  often  as  to  such  Assemblies, 
Conventions,  Committees,  or  Councils  of  Safety,  it  shall 
seem  proper,  having  regard  lo  the  former  Resolutions  of 
Congress  concerning  Prisoners. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes.    Published  by  order  of  Con- 

°       ■  "Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Upon  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Miles,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr. 
Fotis,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Rittenhouse,  Mr. 
Clymer,  Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Ross,  be  a  Committee  to  exa- 
mine the  works  already  made  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony, 
and  report  what  other  Fortifications  are  necessary,  and  the 
places  proper  for  erecting  the  same ;  and  that  they  request 
the  favour  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  forces  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  the  other  General  Officers  and  Engi- 
neers now  in  this  City,  to  afford  them  their  advice  and  as- 
sistance in  this  necessary  and  inqiortant  matter. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Howell  be  appointed  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Hilkgas,  who  is 
appointed  Provincial  Treasurer,  and  that  Mr.  Clymer  be 
added  to  the  said  Committee. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  commissionate 
the  Field  and  other  Officers  of  Colonel  Kirkhride's  Bat- 
talion of  Militia,  in  Bucks  County,  consisting  of  six  Com- 
panies. 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Hilkgas,  Esq.,  shall,  before  he 
shall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  become  bound  to 
the  Speaker  of  this  House,  in  an  obligation,  with  two  or 
more  sufficient  sureties  to  be  approved  of  by  this  House,  in 
the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  Pounds,  lawful  money  of  this 


Province,  conditioned  for  the  true  and  faithful  performance 
and  execution  of  the  duties  and  trust  enjoined  and  required 
by  law  to  be  performed  and  executed  by  the  Provincial 
Treasurer. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  audit  and  set- 
tle tile  Accounts  of  Owcii  Jones,  Esq.,  late  Treasurer  of  this 
Province. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  who,  by  the  laws  of  this  Pro- 
vince, are  required  to  pay  Moneys  that  come  into  their  hands 
to  the  Provincial  Treasurer,  do  pay  such  Moneys  lo  Michael 
Hilkgas,  Esq. 

Petitions  against  John  Folwell  and  Henry  Lott,  Captains 
in  the  Militia,  complaining  that  they  had  received  more 
money  for  the  expenses  of  their  Companies  than  they  ought 
to  have  received,  were  presented  to  the  House,  and  read. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  Accounts 
of  the  Militia. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Resolution 
reported  yesterday  for  indemnifying  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan 
Office,  &i,c.;  which,  being  amended  and  agreed  to,  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Whereas,  by  a  late  Act  of  Assembly  establishing  a  Loan 
Office  in  this  Province,  the  Trustees  thereof  are  to  be  deemed 
accountable  for  all  quotas  which  have  been  in  arrear  for 
twelve  months  at  the  time  of  settlement  with  the  Committee 
of  Assembly,  as  directed  by  said  act,  unless  the  said  Trus- 
tees shall  have  commenced  suits,  or  otherwise  proceeded 
according  to  the  said  act  for  the  recovery  of  such  Moneys : 
And  whereas,  through  the  failure  of  markets  for  country 
produce,  many  mortgagoi-s  have  been  unable  to  comply  with 
their  respective  payments,  and  to  pi'oceed  to  a  sale  of  the 
mortgaged  premises  would  greatly  distress  many  of  the  good 
people  of  this  Province :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  indemnify  the  Trustees 
of  the  Loan  Office  from  any  penalty  or  charge  to  which 
they  may  be  liable  at  the  next  setdement  of  their  accounts, 
by  reason  of  their  not  commencing  suits,  or  otherwise  pro- 
ceeding, according  to  the  said  act,  against  any  persons  who 
have  or  may  make  default  in  the  payment  of  the  quotas 
mentioned  in  their  respective  mortgages. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  May  31,  177G. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Member  presented  at  the  table  a  Letter  signed  by  John 
Coxe  and  Joseph  Mcllvaine,  two  Committee-men  for  the 
Borough  and  Township  of  Bristol,  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  respecting  some  irregularities  in  the  Association  in 
that  Township ;  which  was  read. 

Referred  to  further  consideration. 

Addresses  from  the  Grand  Jury,  Board  of  Commissionei-s 
and  Assessors,  and  a  number  of  the  freemen  and  inhabitants 
of  Chester  County,  of  the  same  tenour  with  tliose  presented 
to  the  House  on  Wednesday  last  from  the  City  and  County 
of  Philadelphia,  were  presented,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Potts,  Mr. 
Howell,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Porter,  Mr. 
Montgomery,  and  Mr.  Dougherty,  be  a  Committee  to  take 
into  consideration  the  proposals  of  Thomas  Savage,  respect- 
ing the  making  Salt,  and  to  report  to  the  House  in  what  man- 
ner the  manufacture  and  importation  of  that  article  into  this 
Province  can  be  best  encouraged  and  promoted,  together 
with  the  expense  that  would  ])robably  attend  the  erecting 
Salt  Works. 

The  House,  taking  into  consideration  the  Reports  of  the 
Committee  made  at  the  last  sitting  respecting  the  machines 
constructed  by  John  Marshall,  and  Christopher  Tally  and 
Joseph  Hagey, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  forty  Pounds  be  allowed  to  the 
said  John  Marshall  as  a  premium  for  his  improving  and 
constructing  a  machine  for  twisting  Thread. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  Christopher  Tidly 
and  Joseph  Hagey,  each,  the  sum  of  fifteen  Pounds,  as  a 
premium  for  the  Spinning  Machine  which  they  have  intro- 
duced into  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  a  Spinning  Machine  be  made  for  and  sent 
to  each  County  in  this  Province,  at  a  Provincial  expense. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  farfcer. procure  and 
send  to  each  County  sucii  macliines. 

The  House  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  June  1,  1770. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  thirty-five  Members  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment ;  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  they  adjourned 
to  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  aftenioon. 

Monday,  June  .3,  1776. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  thirty-six  Membere,  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment ;  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  they  adjourned 
to  to-morrow,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Tuesday,  June  4,  1776. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  thirty-six  Members,  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment ;  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  they  adjourned 
to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  June  5,  1776. 

The  House  met  pui-suant  to  adjournment. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  he  had  received 
from  the  President  of  the  General  Convention  of  Virginia, 
enclosing  Resolves  of  the  Convention  of  that  Colony ;  which 
were  read,  and  are  as  they  severally  follow,  viz : 

"Virginia,  May  22,  1776. 

"  I  am  honoured  with  the  commands  of  the  General  Con- 
vention of  this  Colony  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed  Reso- 
lutions, which  they  have  thougJit  it  indispensably  necessary 
to  enter  into  at  this  important  crisis ;  requesting  that  you 
will  communicate  their  contents  to  the  Assembly  of  your 
Colony,  for  their  consideration. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
'•  Edmund  Pendleton,  President. 
"  Honourable  the  Speaker  of  Assembly,  Pennsylvania." 

"  Votes  of  the  Assembly. 

"In  Convention,  Wednesday,  May  15,  1776. 

"  Present  one  hundred  and  twelve  Members. 
'•  Forasmuch  as  all  the  endeavours  of  the  United  Colonies, 
by  the  most  decent  representations  and  petitions  to  the  King 
«nd  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  restore  peace  and 
security  lo  America,  under  the  British  Government,  and  re- 
union with  that  people  upon  just  and  liberal  terms,  instead 
of  a  redress  of  grievances,  have  produced,  from  an  imperious 
and  vindictive  Administration,  increased  insult,  oppression, 
and  a  vigorous  attempt  to  effect  our  total  destruction  : — by 
a  late  act,  all  these  Colonies  are  declared  to  be  in  rebellion, 
and  out  of  the  protection  of  the  British  Crown  ;  our  pro- 
perties subjected  to  confiscation ;  our  people,  when  capti- 
vated, compelled  to  join  in  the  murder  and  plunder  of  their 
relations  and  countrymen,  and  all  further  rapine  and  oppres- 
sion of  Americans  declared  legal  and  just.  Fleets  and  ar- 
mies are  raised,  and  the  aid  of  foreign  troops  engaged  to 
assist  these  destructive  purposes.  The  King's  Representa- 
tive in  this  Colony  hath  not  only  withheld  all  the  powers  of 
Government  from  operating  for  our  safety,  but,  having  retired 
on  board  an  armed  ship,  is  carrying  on  a  piratical  and  savage 
war  against  us,  tempting  our  slaves,  by  every  artifice,  to 
resort  to  him,  and  training  and  employing  them  against  their 
masters.  In  this  state  of  extreme  danger,  we  have  no  alter- 
native left  but  an  abject  submission  to  the  will  of  those 
overbearing  tyrants,  or  a  total  separation  from  the  Crown 
and  Government  of  Great  Britain,  uniting  and  exerting  the 
strengtii  of  all  America  for  defence,  and  forming  alliances 
with  foreign  Powers  for  commerce  and  aid  in  war: — Where- 
fore, appealing  to  the  Searcher  of  Hearts  for  the  sincerity 
of  former  declarations,  expressing  our  desire  to  preserve 
the  connection  with  that  nation,  and  that  we  are  driven 
from  that  inclination  by  their  wicked  councils,  and  the  eter- 
nal laws  of  self-preservation, 

"Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Delegates  appointed 
to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress  be  instructed 
to  propose  to  that  respectable  body  to  declare  the  United 
Colonies  free  and  independent  States,  absolved  from  alle- 
giance to,  or  depcndance  upon,  the  Crown  or  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  they  give  the  assent  of  tiiis  Colony 
to  such  declaration,  and  to  whatever  measures  may  be  thought 
proper  and  necessary  by  the  Congress  for  forming  foreign 
alliances,  and  a  confederation  of  the  Colonies,  at  such  time 


and  in  the  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  best :  Provided, 
That  the  power  of  forming  Government  for,  and  the  regu- 
lations of,  the  internal  concerns  of  each  Colony,  be  left  to 
the  respective  Colonial  Legislatures. 

"Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  a  Declaration  of  Rights,  and  such  a  plan  of  Go- 
vernment as  will  be  most  likely  to  maintain  peace  and  order 
in  this  Colony,  and  secure  substantial  and  equal  liberty  to 


the  people. 


"  Edmund  Pendleton,  President." 


A  Member  presented  at  the  table  a  Letter  from  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Continental  Treasury  Office,  with  some  Minutes 
of  that  Board,  respecting  an  account  of  the  number  of  in- 
habitants of  this  Province,  to  be  procured  by  the  Assembly 
and  returned  to  said  Office  ;  which  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  which  he  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
enclosing  a  number  of  Resolves  of  the  Congress,  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House. 

A  great  number  of  Petitions  from  divers  inhabitants  of 
this  Province,  of  the  same  tenour  with  those  presented  on 
Wednesday  last  from  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 
were  laid  before  the  House,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Petition  from  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  Cumberland 
County,  praying  that  the  Instructions  given  by  the  Assembly 
to  the  Delegates  of  this  Province  in  Congress  may  be  with- 
drawn, was  read  a  second  time,  and,  after  a  debate  of  con- 
siderable length,  the  question  being  called  for  and  put  by 
the  Speaker,  whether  a  Committee  shall  he  appointed  to 
bring  in  new  Instructions  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Province 
in  Congress  ? 

Carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  large  majority. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Wilcocks,  Mr.  Pearson,  and  Mr.  Smith,  be 
a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  draft  of  Instructions 
to  the  Delegates  in  Congress. 

The  resignation  of  Frederick  Molineux,  who  was  appoint- 
ed Quartermaster  to  one  of  the  Battalions  in  the  pay  of 
this  Province,  was  presented,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned' to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

A  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  Coun^ 
ty  of  Westmoreland  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read, 
setting  forth  that,  from  a  variety  of  informations,  they  are 
apprehensive  of  danger  from  the  Ministerial  troops  at  Detroit, 
and  the  Indians  in  that  country;  that  Vann  Stveringen,  Esq., 
has  raised  a  Company  of  effective  men  at  a  considerable 
expense,  whom  the  Memorialists  have  continued  and  station- 
ed at  the  Kittaning,  on  the  Allegany  River,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontier ;  and  praying  that  the  said  Company 
may  be  continued  as  long  as  the  House  may  think  proper ; 
and  that  they  may  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Memorial  of  the  Commanders  of  the  thirteen  Row-Galleys 
in  the  service  of  this  Province,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read,  setting  forth  that  the  Memorialists  attended  yester- 
day before  a  Committee  of  the  House,  who  were  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  agree- 
able to  an  order  of  the  House  of  the  29th  of  May  last ; 
and  tiiat  fliey  were  there  as  spectators  and  auditors  only ; 
that  they  addressed  the  publick  in  an  appeal,  signed  with 
their  names,  on  the  16th  day  of  May  last,  respecting  the 
actions  on  the  8th  and  9th  days  of  the  said  month  with  the 
Roebuck  and  Liverpool  ships  of  war  in  the  river  Delaware, 
and  alleging  that  they  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  only 
for  the  want  of  ammunition  at  the  time  the  Roebuck  got 
aground,  they  would  have  made  a  prize  of  her;  that  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  on  the  inquiry,  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  the  Memorialists  had  a  greater  quantity  of  ammuni- 
tion than  they  had  set  forth  in  the  address  aforesaid,  and 
that  several  other  facts  therein  contained  were  not  well 
founded  ;  all  of  which  the  Memorialists  are  ready  to  dis- 
prove, and  to  make  out  the  several  particulars  in  their  said 
address,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House.     They  therefore 
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request  the  House  to  appoint  a  short  day  for  hearing  them 
in  support  of  the  allegations  contained  in  their  said  puhlica- 
tion,  and  in  answer  to  the  evidence  given  on  the  part  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  draw  up  Re- 
solves for  rendering  naturalization  and  the  oaths  or  affirma- 
tions of  allegiance  unnecessary,  he,  reported  a  draft  of 
Resolutions  for  that  purpose ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  further  consideration. 

The  House,  taking  into  consideration  the  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  6th  of  April  last, 

Resolved,  That  George  Bryan,  Esq.,  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
appointed  the  officer  for  taking  bonds  for  observing  the  re- 
gulations made  respecting  trade,  and  for  entering  and  clear- 
ing out  vessels  in  and  for  the  Port  of  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  Alexander  Power  be,  and  he  is  liereby, 
appointed  Quartermaster,  in  the  room  of  Frederick  Moli- 
tieiLT,  who  hath  resigned. 

The  Resolves  of  Congress,  laid  before  the  House  this 
morning,  were  again  read  ;  and,  after  a  debate  of  some  length, 
referred  to  further  consideration. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  June  6,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  of  Joseph  Brownlee,  praying  to  be  appointed 
to  a  Lieutenancy  in  Captain  Irvine's  Company  of  Riflemen, 
in  the  room  of  Edward  Thompson,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  of  John  HoUenback,  trader,  respecting  some 
goods  taken  from  him  in  Northumberland  County,  and  some 
abuses  he  received  in  the  town  of  Sunbury,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  fVest- 
tnorelatid  County,  presented  yesterday,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and,  upon  consideration  thereof, 

^  Resolved,  That  the  Company  of  men  raised  by  Vann  Swe- 
ringen,  Esq.,  mentioned  in  the  said  Petition,  be  increased  to 
the  number  of  one  hundred  men,  officers  included,  and  kept 
in  the  pay  of  this  Province. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  and  bring  in  a 
draft  of  Instructions  to  tlie  Delegates  of  this  Province  in  Con- 
gress, reported  an  essay  for  that  purpose ;  which  was  read 
by  order,  and  referred  to  further  consideration. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  works  already 
made  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  and  inquire  what  other 
Fortifications  are  necessary,  and  the  proper  places  for  erect- 
ing the  same,  and  for  requesting  the  General  Officers  and 
Engineers  of  the  Continental  Army  to  afford  them  their  ad- 
vice and  assistance  therein,  made  a  Report  in  writing ;  which 
was  read  by  order,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz : 

We,  the  Committee  appointed  to  attend  the  General 
Officers  of  the  Continental  Army,  and  other  gentlemen  of 
skill,  on  a  survey  of  the  shores  of  the  river  Delaware,  in 
order  to  erect  some  further  fortifications  for  the  safety  and 
defence  of  this  Colony,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That,  pursuant  to  your  order,  we  attended  the  said  gen- 
tlemen, who  surveyed  the  shores  accurately  as  far  as  'bU- 
Ungsport,  about  eleven  miles  down  the  river,  and  who  aJI 
concurred  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  not  advisable  to  lay  out 
the  publick  money  on  works  nearer  the  city  than  Fort- 
Island,  but  that  it  would  be  proper  to  complete  the  works 
there  on  the  plan  now  fixed  ;  and  upon  a  view  of  the  shore 
at  Billingsport,  on  the  Jersey  side,  they  agreed  in  opinion 
that  it  was  a  strong  and  favourable  post  to  erect  a  redoubt 
with  proper  faces ;  the  ground  being  well  adapted  by  nature, 
and  the  whole  channel  within  a  commanding  distance. 

They  further  recommend  to  your  Committee  the  fixing  a 
boom,  or  some  other  obstruction,  in  the  passage  ;  as,  with  a 
leading  gale  and  a  strong  tide,  a  vessel  may  soon  pass  any  for- 
tification, however  strong,  unless  prevented  by  a  casual  shot. 

Your  Committee  are  sorry  to  add,  that  the  wind  and  tide 
being  very  strong  against  them,  they  were  unable  to  prose- 
cute the  survey  lower  down  the  river,  or  to  get  to  Chester; 
from  whence  they  proposed  to  have  come  up  by  land,  and 


viewed  the  ground  between  Chester  and  this  city — a  mea- 
sure which  they  tiiink  highly  necessary,  and  recommend  to 
be  adopted  with  all  convenient  expedition 

Thomas  Potts, 
George  Gray, 
George  Ross, 
David  Rittenhouse, 
Joseph  Reed, 
George  Clymer. 
The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  &c.,  presented  their  report  in 
writing  to  the  House. 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed 
by  this  House  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Comman- 
ders of  the  Galleys  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  during 
the  late  engagements  of  the  Galleys  with  the  Roebuck  and 
Liverpool  men-of-war,  on  the  8th  and  9th  days  of  the  last 
month  ;  and  that  John  Honey,  James  Gibbons,  John  Jacobs, 
Thomas  Smith,  and  John  Proctor,  be  added  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  on  Satur- 
day next,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  this  Province. 

The  House  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  June  7,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

An  Address  and  Remonstrance,  signed  by  a  number  of 
inhabitants  in  Chester  County,  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  read,  setting  forth  that  they  are  informed  a  Paper  has 
been  presented  to  the  House,  styled  "  the  Protest  of  divers 
Inhabitants  of  this  Province,"  said  to  be  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  others ;  the  purport  of  which  is  to  subvert  and 
change  the  Constitution  of  this  Government.  They  there- 
fore think  it  their  duty  to  inform  the  House  that  they  disap- 
prove of  the  said  Protest,  the  same  being  gone  into  without 
their  consent  or  knowledge  ;  and  that  they  look  upon  such 
a  change  in  Government  to  be  of  hurtful  and  dangerous 
consequences,  and  which  they  cannot  consent  to ;  but  do 
earnestly  desire  that  the  Charter  and  good  Constitution  of 
this  Province  may  be  preserved  inviolably. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Memorial  of  several  inhabitants  of  Northumberland 
County  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read,  setting  forth 
that  their  grievances,  which  they  represented  to  the  House 
at  their  last  sitting,  still  remain  unredressed,  though  they 
have  made  application  according  to  the  direction  of  the  As- 
sembly. They  therefore  pray  the  House  to  keep  in  me- 
mory their  distresses,  and  grant  them  such  relief  as  may  be 
thought  proper. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Instructions 
to  the  Delegates  of  tliis  Province  in  Congress  ;  and,  after  a 
debate  of  a  considerable  length,  adjourned  to  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  Instructions  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
Pro\  ince  in  Congress ;  and,  having  made  some  progress 
therein,  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  June  8,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  and  the  Order 
of  Thursday  last  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  on  Tuesday  next  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  state  of  this  Province. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Instructions 
to  the  Delegates  of  this  Province  in  Congress  ;  which,  being 
gone  through,  and  approved  of,  were  ordered  to  be  tran- 
scribed. 

A  Member  proposed  to  the  House,  and  read  in  his  place, 
a  Resolution,  as  a  further  Instruction  to  the  Delegates ; 
which,  being  seconded,  was  postponed  to  Tuesday  next  for 
consideration. 


861 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSEMBLY,  JUNE,  1776. 


862 


The  House  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  morning. 

Monday,  June  10,  1776. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  eighteen  Members,  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment ;  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  they  adjourned 
to  four  o'clock  in  tlie  afternoon. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  twenty-seven  Members,  met  pursuant 
to  adjournment;  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  they  ad- 
journed to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  June  11,  1776. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  thirty-three  Members,  met  pui-suant 
to  adjournment ;  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  they  ad- 
journed to  live  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  thirty-two  Members,  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment ;  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  they  adjourned 
to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  June  12,  1776. 
Mr.  Speaker,  with  thirty-six  Members,  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment ;  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  they  adjourned 
to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  thirty-six  Members,  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment ;  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  they  adjourned 
to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  June  13,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Proposals  of  Thomas  Savage,  respecting  the  making  Salt, 
&c.,  reported  that  they  had  examined  the  plan  proposed  by 
the  said  Thomas  Savage  for  making,  annually,  on  the  sea- 
coast,  about  sixty  thousand  bushels,  and  are  of  opinion  the 
necessary  works  may  be  completed  in  a  short  time,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds ; 
but,  as  they  conceive  this  quantity  not  altogether  equal  to 
the  consumption  of  the  Colony,  they  earnestly  recommend 
to  the  House  an  undertaking  of  greater  extent,  to  be  put 
under  the  direction  of  some  persons  of  such  known  activity 
and  zeal  as  may  give  a  reasonable  hope  that  the  publick 
necessities  in  this  article  may  be  fully  relieved,  without  de- 
pending on  a  precarious  supply  from  abroad,  which  can 
only  be  obtained  at  an  exorbitant  rate. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  consideration. 

A  Member  presented  at  the  table  a  Letter  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Congress,  directed  to  the  House,  which,  being 
read,  follows  in  these  words,  viz : 

•'Philadelphia,  June  13,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  The  Congress  have  just  received  advice 
that  a  number  of  disaffected  persons  have  got  together  in 
Sussex  County,  in  Delaware  Government;  that  there  is 
reason  to  apprehend  those  deluded  people  are  supplied  with 
arms  and  ammunition  from  the  men-of-war  of  our  enemies, 
and  mean  to  act  in  concert  with  them.  As  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  such  insurrections  be  immediately 
quelled  and  totally  suppressed,  the  Congress  have  come  to 
the  following  Resolution : 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Assembly  of  Pennsyl- 
vania immediately  to  order  a  Battalion  of  the  Provincial 
Riflemen,  now  at  Chester,  to  march  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Militia  in  Delaware  Government. 

'•  I  doubt  not  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  an  immediate 
compliance. 

"  I  have   the  honour  to   be,  gentlemen,  your  obedient, 

humble  servant,  ,,  ,         ^r  d      •  ?    ^ 

"John  Hancock,  fresident. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania." 

The  House,  taking  the  above  into  immediate  considera- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  immediately  send  a  Bat- 
talion of  the  Riflemen  in  the  service  of  this  Colony  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Militia  in  Delaware  Government. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Miles  issue  orders  immediately 
for  the  marching  of  one  Battalion  of  the  said  Riflemen,  or  a 
detachment  equal  to  a  Battalion,  on  the  above  service. 


Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  four  Companies  of  the 
Musket  Battalion  in  the  service  of  this  Province  be  removed 
from  their  present  station  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  for 
Guards. 

The  House  adjourned  to  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Speaker,  with  thirty-six  Members,  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment ;  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  they  adjourned 
to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  June  14,  1776. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  thirty-five  Members,  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Rodman,  Mr.  Pearson, 
Mr.  Slough,  Mr.  Porter,  Mr.  Eddy,  and  Mr.  James  Allen, 
be  a  Committee  to  examine  and  report  the  number  of  days 
the  Delegates  of  this  Province  have  attended  in  Congress 
this  year. 

An  Account  of  Charles  Moore,  Esquire,  late  Clerk  of  the 
House,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  Pounds 
three  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  was  presented  at  the  table ; 
which  being  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  a  Certificate  be  made  out,  and  signed  by 
the  Speaker,  in  favour  of  the  said  Charles  Moore,  Esquire, 
for  the  above  sum. 

A  Member  presented  at  the  table  two  Accounts  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Fairlamb,  for  Provisions  supplied  the  troops  in  the 
pay  of  this  Province.    Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  reported  the 
number  of  days  that  the  Delegates  of  this  Province  had 
attended  in  Congress;  which  being  taken  into  considera- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  John  Morton,  John 
Dickinson,  Thomas  Willing,  Robert  Morris,  Andrew  Al- 
len, Benjamin  Franklin,  Charles  Humphreys,  and  Edward 
Riddle,  Esquires,  be  allowed  twenty  Shillings  per  diem  for 
their  attendance  on  that  service;  and  that  James  Wilson, 
Esquire,  be  allowed  twenty-five  Shillings  per  diem  for  his 
attendance  on  the  same  service,  on  account  of  the  increased 
expense  attending  his  great  distance  from  home. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  thirty-five  Members,  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment ;  and  Orders  to  the  Honourable  John  Morton, 
Esquire,  for  £80;  to  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  for  £81  ; 
to  Thomas  Willing,  Esquire,  for  £197  ;  to  Robert  Morris, 
Esquire,  for  £168;  to  Andrew  Allen,  Esquire,  for  £140; 
to  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire,  for  £  166 ;  to  Charles 
Humphreys,  Esquire,  for  £  172 ;  and  to  James  Wilson,  Es- 
quire, for  £381  5«.,  being  made  out,  agreeable  to  the  Re- 
solve of  the  forenoon,  were  signed  by  the  Speaker,  to  be 
delivered  to  the  said  gentlemen  accordingly.  An  Order  to 
Charles  Moore,  Esquire,  for  the  sum  of  £  176  3s.  6d.,  being 
also  made  out,  was  signed  by  the  Speaker,  to  be  delivered 
to  him. 

The  Instructions  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Province  in 
Congress  being  transcribed  according  to  order,  were  signed 
by  the  Speaker,  and  follow  in  these  words,  viz : 

"  Gentlemen  :  When,  by  our  instructions  of  last  No- 
vember, we  strictly  enjoined  you,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony, 
to  dissent  from  and  utterly  reject  any  propositions  (should 
such  be  made)  that  might  cause  or  lead  to  a  separation  from 
Great  Britain,  or  a  change  of  the  fonn  of  this  Government, 
our  restrictions  did  not  arise  from  any  diffidence  of  your 
ability,  prudence,  or  integrity,  but  from  an  earnest  desire  to 
serve  the  good  people  of  Pennsylvania  with  fidelity,  in  times 
so  full  of  alarming  dangers  and  perplexing  difficulties.  The 
situation  of  publick  affairs  is  since  so  greatly  altered,  that  wc 
now  tiiink  ourselves  justifiable  in  removing  the  restrictions 
laid  upon  you  by  those  instructions.  The  contempt  with 
which  the  last  Petition  of  the  honourable  Congress  has  been 
treated  ;  the  late  act  of  Parliament,  declaring  the  just  resist- 
ance of  the  Colonists  against  violences  actually  offered  to  be 
rebellion,  excluding  them  from  the  protection  of  the  Crown, 
and  even  compelling  some  of  them  to  bear  arms  against 
their  countrymen ;  the  treaties  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
with  other  Princes,  for  engaging  foreign  mercenaries  to  aid 
the  forces  of  that  Kingdom  in  their  hostile  enterprises  against 
America ;  and  his  answer  to  the  Petition  of  the  Lord-Mayor, 
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Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City  o{  London,  manifest 
such  a  determined  and  implacable  resolution  to  eficct  the 
utter  destruction  of  these  Colonies,  that  all  hopes  of  a  recon- 
ciliation on  reasonable  terms  are  extinguished.  Neverthe- 
less, it  is  our  ardent  desire  tiiat  a  civil  war,  with  all  its  attend- 
in"  miseries,  could  be  ended  by  a  secure  and  honourable 
peace. 

"  We  therefore  hereby  authorize  you  to  concur  with  the 
other  Delegates  in  Congress  in  forming  such  further  com- 
pacts between  the  United  Colonies,  concluding  such  treaties 
with  foreign  Kingdoms  and  States,  and  in  adopting  such 
other  measures  as,  upon  a  view  of  all  circumstances,  shall 
be  judged  necessary  for  promoting  the  liberty,  safety,  and 
interests  o(  America,  reserving  to  the  people  of  this  Colony 
the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regulating  the  internal  Go- 
vernment and  police  of  the  same. 

"The  happiness  of  these  Colonies  has,  during  the  whole 
course  of  this  fatal  controversy,  been  our  first  wish  ;  their 
reconciliation  with  Great  Britain  our  next.  Ardently  have 
we  prayed  for  the  accomplishment  of  both.  But  if  we 
must  renounce  the  one  or  the  other,  we  humbly  trust  in  the 
mercies  of  the  supreme  Governour  of  the  Universe,  that  we 
shall  not  stand  condemned  before  his  Throne,  if  our  choice 
is  determined  by  that  overruling  law  of  self-preservation, 
which  his  Divine  wisdom  has  thought  fit  to  implant  in  the 
hearts  of  his  creatures. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House  : 

"John  Morton,  Speaker." 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  conduct  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  &,c.,  being  again 
read,  was  approved  of,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have 
examined  into  the  conduct  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
respecting  the  whole  of  their  proceedings,  and  particularly 
the  supplies  of  powder  and  ammunition  sent  on  board  the 
galleys  before  and  at  the  time  of  their  engagements  with 
the  Roebuck  and  Liverpool  men-of-war;  and,  having  heard 
their  allegations  and  proofs,  are  of  opinion  that  it  appears, 
from  incontestable  evidence,  that  before  the  first  engage- 
ment the  galleys  were  supplied  with  thirty-three  rounds  of 
powder  each,  at  the  proportion  of  one-third  weight  of  pow- 
der to  the  ball ;  that  during  the  said  first  engagement,  they 
received,  in  cartridges  and  two  kegs  of  loose  powder,  the 
quantity  of  eight  rounds  more  beyond  their  first  stock,  and 
there  was  then  ready  to  be  delivered,  and  as  supposed 
delivered  to  them  immediately  after  the  first  engagement 
while  the  Roebuck  lay  aground,  the  quantity  of  eleven 
rounds  each,  besides  three  hundred  weight  sent  from  fVil- 
mington  and  what  remained  unexpended  in  the  engage- 
ment ;  that  on  the  day  of  the  second  engagement,  each 
galley  had  sixty-seven  rounds  of  powder,  including  the 
supplies  sent  them  in  addition  to  what  remained  on  hand 
after  the  first  day's  engagement.  Your  Committee  are  fur- 
ther of  opinion  that,  during  both  the  engagements,  the  galleys 
were  sufficiently  supplied  with  all  other  kinds  of  necessary 
ammunition  ;  that  their  not  having  taken  the  Roebuck  was 
not  owing  to  any  deficiency  in  the  above  articles ;  and  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  on  that  occasion 
evidenced  the  greatest  zeal  and  attention  to  the  publick 
service. 

"Thomas  Potts,  Joseph  Pennock, 

"Jonathan  Roberts,      Bartram  Galbreath, 
"  William  Rodman,         James  Ewing, 
"Jerardus  Wynkoop,      Samuel  Edie, 
"John  Foulke,  James  Rankin, 

"  Benjamin  Chapman,      Jonathan  Hoge, 
"  David  Twining,  John  Lesher, 

"Thomas  Jenks,  Jun.,    James  Allen, 
"  Isaac  Pearson,  Jacob  Arndt, 

"Charles  Humphreys,  James  Potter." 

A  Protest  of  the  Board  of  Officers  of  the  five  Battalions 
of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to 
thc^ouse,  and  read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Freemen  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General 
Assembly  met : 

"  The  Protest  of  the  Board  of  Officers  of  the  five  Batta- 
lions of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  re- 
spectfully showeth  : 

"That  this  Board  address  you  by  the  title  heretofore 


used  to  the  honourable  House  of  Assembly,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  least  appearance  of  disrespect  to  the  honourable 
membei-s  now  sitting  ;  that  this  Board  has  received  informa- 
tion that  the  honourable  Congress  of  the  United  (Colonies 
has  recommended  to  this  Colony  to  appoint  two  Brigadiers- 
General  to  command  the  Associators  of  this  Province  ;  and 
we,  apprehending  that  this  House  may  be  induced  to  take 
upon  them  to  nominate  and  appoint  the  said  Bniradiers- 
General  without  having  the  authority  of  the  Associators  for 
that  purpose,  and  further  a|iprehending  that  any  nomination 
made  by  this  honourable  House  will  not  give  satisfaction 
to  the  Associatoi-s  of  the  Province,  and  consequently  that 
they  will  not  act  under  them, — for  these  and  other  weighty 
and  important  considerations,  this  Board  do  hereby  protest 
against  this  honourable  House  making,  or  attempting  to 
make,  the  said  appointments. 
"  Signed  by  order : 

"  Daniel  Roberdeau,  President." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  by  the  Members  of  Assembly  now  met.  That 
they  are  earnestly  desirous  of  carrying  into  execution  the 
Resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  1st  instant ;  but  that,  as  they 
despair,  after  repeated  disappointments,  of  procuring  a  quo- 
rum of  the  House,  they  find  themselves  unable  at  this  time 
to  pi-oceed  on  the  said  Resolutions.* 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  lay  the  fore- 
going Resokition  before  the  honourable  Congress. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  respecting  the  making  of 
Salt,  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  not  having  brought  in  his  Account 
of  expenses  in  going  for  the  absent  Members, 

Ordered,  That  Michael  Hillcgas,  Esq.,  examine  and 
pay  the  said  Account  out  of  the  eiglity-five  thousand  Pounds 
emitted  by  the  Resolves  of  Assembly,  when  exhibited  to 
him  for  that  purpose. 

A  Protest  of  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the  Military 
Association  belonging  to  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Phila- 
delphia, was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz: 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met  : 

'•  Tlie  Protest  of  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the  Military 
Association  belonging  to  the  City  and  Liberties  0/ Phi- 
ladelphia, respectfully  showeth  : 

"  That  this  Committee,  understanding  that  the  honourable 
Congress  has  recommended  to  this  Colony  to  appoint  two 
Brigadiers-General  to  command  the  Associatoi-s  of  this  Pro- 
vince, do  protest  against  any  appointment  of  said  Brigadiers- 
General  to  be  made  by  this  House  : 

"  Because  there  is  no  regular  Militia  law  which  obliges 
the  constituents  of  this  House  to  become  Associatoi's,  or 
to  send  persons  in  their  room,  if  they  decline  associating ; 
therefore  the  Association  is  not  properly  Provincial,  and,  of 
consequence,  this  House  is  not  properly  constituted  to  be 
competent  to  the  business  ;  nor  can  the  appointment  come 
beli)re  them  as  Provincial  representation. 

"  Because  many  of  the  Associators  have  been  excluded 
by  this  very  House  from  voting  for  the  members  now  com- 
posing it,  though  this  House  was  applied  to  on  their  behalf; 
and  therefore  tliey  are  not  represented  in  this  House. 

"  Because  the  Counties  which  have  the  greatest  number 
of  Associators  have  not  a  proportional  representation,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  considered  as  having  an  equal  voice  in 
the  nomination. 

"  Because  the  Association  has  been  voluntary,  and  this 
House  choosing,  by  their  resolutions  respecting  it,  that  it 
should  remain  so,  therefore  cannot  interfere,  nor  in  any- 
wise, consistent  with  decency,  attempt  to  impose  officers 
upon  us  not  of  our  choice. 

"  Because  many  Membei-s  of  this  House  are  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  persons  in  religious  profession,  like  themselves, 
totally  averse  to  military  defence,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
called  the  Representatives  of  Associators ;  nor  do  we  wish 
to  interfere  so  much  with  their  religious  sentiments  as  to 

*  There  were  thirty-six  Members  present  when  this  Resolution  passed 
the  House. 
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reduce  them  to  the  necessity  of  quitting  their  seats,  or  join- 
ing in  the  nomination. 

"  Because  it  is  well  known  that  there  are  men  in  this 
House  who  have,  ever  since  our  first  opposition  to  Great 
Britain,  refused  to  concur  in  any  measure  necessary  for 
defence ;  and  we  have  reason  to  fear  that  some  are  disposed 
to  break  the  union  of  the  Colonies,  and  submit  to  the 
tyranny  of  Great  Britain. 

"  Because  this  House  is  under  no  oaths  of  fidelity  to  their 
constituents,  by  which  they  would  be  bound  to  consult  their 
interests ;  nor  are  they  proper  persons  to  make  the  oaths 
which  are  to  bind  themselves. 

"Because,  though  the  Members  of  this  House  who  were 
under  oaths  of  allciriance  to  the  Crown  consider  themselves 
absolved  therefrom,  and  have  admitted  the  new  elected 
Members  to  their  seats  without  taking  the  said  oaths,  there- 
by dissolving  the  old  Constitution,  and  finally  abolishing  the 
Charter;  yet  effectual  care  is  taken  to  head  the  several 
pages  of  their  Resolves,  as  usual,  with  '  Votes  of  the  As- 
sembly. John  Fenn,  Ekq.,  Governour,'  without  the  assent 
of  the  people,  for  this  purpose.  These  things  wear  such 
a  face  of  design  as  renders  the  intentions  of  this  House  sus- 
picious ;  and  we  think  a  House  still  confessing  the  King's 
Representative  their  Governour,  cannot  safely  be  trusted 
with  the  appointment  of  Generals  to  command  us,  lest  they 
might  give  us  such  as  would  enable  a  certain  party  to  make 
up  with  the  enemy,  at  the  expense  of  our  lives  and  liber- 
ties. 

"Because  a  House  which  showed  itself  so  unfriendly 
to  the  Association  at  a  time  when  so  much  depended  on 
their  exertions,  as,  after  frequent  and  repeated  applications 
for  justice,  to  impose  no  more  than  three  shillings  and  six- 
pence fine  on  Non-Associators  for  every  day  of  general 
muster,  and  that  in  so  lax  a  manner  that  it  is  a  question 
whether  it  will  ever  be  collected,  is  not  to  be  trusted  with 


the  appointment  of  Generals  to  command  us,  lest  they 
should  show  as  little  regard  to  our  interest  in  the  one  case 
as  in  the  other. 

"  Because,  as  this  House  was  chosen  by  those  only  who 
were  acknowledged  the  liege  subjects  of  George,  our  enemy, 
and  derived  the  sole  right  of  electing  this  House  from  that 
very  circumstance,  we  conceive  that  the  moment  they  un- 
dertook to  set  aside  this  alU^giance,  they,  by  that  very  act, 
destroyed  the  only  principle  on  which  they  sat  as  Repre- 
sentatives; and  therefore  arc  not  a  House  on  the  principles 
on  which  they  were  elected ;  and  having  derived  no  new 
authority  from  the  people,  freed  from  such  allegiance,  they 
are  a  Representative  body  on  no  one  principle  whatever; 
and  therefore  can  in  no  manner  undertake  to  do  the  busi- 
ness of  Representatives  further  than  the  people  indulge 
them,  without  usurping  authority  and  acting  arbitrarily. 

"Because  the  Associators  have  the  right  of  appointing 
officers  to  command  them,  and  mean  ever  to  retain  it. 

"  We  therefore  protest  against,  and  declare  we  will  not 
submit  to  any  appointment  of  General  Officers  to  command 
us,  which  this  House  may  think  proper  to  go  into. 

"  Nevertheless,  that  the  Resolve  of  Congress  may  be 
fully  complied  with,  we  have  taken  the  proper  steps  to  have 
a  number  of  Associators'  Representatives  from  every  Batta- 
lion in  the  Province,  collected  together  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  said  Brigadiers-General,  under 
whom  we  doubt  not  but  the  Associators  will  serve  with 
cheerfulness ;  and  they,  being  the  officere  of  their  choice, 
will  have  the  confidence  of  the  Associators. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Privates : 

"  Samuel  Simpson,  President." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday,  the  26th  day  of  Au- 
gust, at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 


CONNECTICUT  ASSEMBLY. 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governour  and  Company 
of  the  English  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England,  in 
America,  holden  at  Hartford,  in  said  Colony,  by  special 
order  of  the  Governour,  on  the  14th  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1776_Present: 

The  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Governour. 

The  Hon.  Matthew  Griswold,  Esq.,  Deputy-Govemour. 

Jabez  Hamlin,  Esq., 

Elisha  Sheldon,  Esq., 

Eliphelet  Dyer,  Esq., 

Jabez  Huntington,  Esq.,      Wgsistants. 

William  PitTcin,  Esq.. 

Abraham  Davenport,  Esq., 

Richard  Law,  Esq., 

William  Williams,  Esq., 

An  Act  for  repealing  an  Act  of  this  Colony  entitled  "  An 
Act  to  prevent  injustice  by  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  the 
neighbouring  Colonics  passing  in  this  Colony." 

Whereas  the  continuation  of  said  Act  is  attended  with 
consequences  prejudicial  to  the  Commerce  of  these  Colo- 
nies: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  said  Act  be  repealed,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  a  law  of  this  Colony  entitled  "  An 

Act  for  restraining  and  punishing  persons  inimical  to  the 

liberties  of  this  and  the  rest  of  the  United  Colonies,  and 

for  directing  ptroceedings  therein." 

Whereas  the  provisions  made  in  said  act  relative  to  the 

Estates  of  such  persons  as  are  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  this 

and  the  United  Colonies,  and  who  absent  themselves  out  of 

this  Colony,  is  limited  to  Real  Estate  only,  which  is  found 

insufficient  to  answer  all  the  necessary  purposes  that  ought 

to  be  provided  for  by  this  law : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  whenever  any  person  or  per- 
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sons  shall  be  possessed  of  any  goods,  chattels,  or  effects, 
belonging  to  any  person  or  persons  who  have  or  shall  join 
the  Ministerial  Army  or  Navy  acting  against  America,  and 
continue  to  hold  and  screen  themselves  under  them,  or  have 
aided  and  assisted  them,  or  continue  to  aid  or  assist  in  carry- 
ing into  execution  the  present  Ministerial  measures,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Selectmen  of  every  such  town,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  where  such  person  or  persons  dwell,  who  shall 
be  possessed  of  such  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  to  exhibit  a 
representation  thereof  to  any  Assistant  or  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  the  same  County,  who  is  hereby  empowered  and 
directed  to  issue  a  warrant  thereon,  directed  to  the  Sheriff 
of  the  County,  his  Deputy,  or  Constable,  requiring  him  or 
them  to  seize  and  hold  such  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  of 
such  inimical  person  or  persons,  and  make  return  of  such 
warrant,  with  his  name  thereon,  to  the  next  County  Court  in 
the  same  County,  who  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  matters  aforesaid,  relative  to  the  property  of 
such  goods  so  attached  ;  and  if  the  property  of  the  same  shall 
be  found  to  be  in  any  person  or  persons  inimical  as  aforesaid, 
such  County  Court  shall  render  judgment,  that  such  goods, 
chattels,  or  effects,  shall  be  sold  and  disposed  of  for  the  use  of 
this  Colony,  and  the  avails  thereof  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Colony,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same,  and  lodge  the 
same  with  the  Secretary  of  this  Colony. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  whenever  it  shall  so  happen  that  any  person  or  per- 
sons in  this  Colony  is,  or  shall  be,  indebted  to  any  person 
or  persons  inimical  as  aforesaid,  either  by  bond,  book,  debt, 
or  for  rent  in  arrears,  or  accountable  as  bailiff  or  receiver,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  wherein  such 
debtor,  agent,  factor,  or  trustee,  dwells,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  in 
their  own  names,  and  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  to  institute 
proper  suit  or  suits,  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require, 
against  such  debtor,  agent,  factor,  or  trustee,  for  the  reco- 
very of  such  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  due  or  owing  to  any 
such  inimical  person  or  persons  as  aforesaid,  giving  a  full 
and  plain  representation  of  the  facts  relative  to  the  matters 
of  the  cause  to  the  County  Court  in  the  same  County  where 
such  debtor,  agent,  factor,  or  trustee  dwells ;  which  County 
Court  shall  render  judgment  in  such  suit  or  suits  so  brought 
for  such  sum  or  sums  found  to  be  due  and  owing  by  said 
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debtor,  agent,  factor,  or  trastce,  as  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of 
tlie  Governour  and  Company  of  this  Colony,  to  be  collected 
and  paid  to  tiie  Treasurer  in  manner  as  already  provided  in 
this  act ;  and  that  all  recovery  or  recoveries  against  such 
debtor,  bailiff,  tenant,  or  receiver,  by  virtue  of  tliis  act,  and 
all  payments  or  delivery  of  sfx"'*)  chattels,  or  effects,  by  such 
debtor,  agent,  (lictor,  or  trustee,  on  the  nnjuisition  aforesaid, 
shall  as  effectually  discharge  such  debtor,  tenant,  bailiff, 
factor,  or  trustee,  for  such  sum  recovered  as  aforesaid,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  though  the  same  had  been  made  or 
done  to  the  original  creditor  himself  antecedent  to  incurring 
the  forfeiture  aforesaid  ;  and  that  all  contracts  made  by  such 
debtor,  tenant,  agent,  factor,  or  trustee,  with  any  such  ini- 
mical person  or  persons,  shall  be  construed  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  parties  at  the  time  of  making 
the  same  ;  and  that  whenever  any  warrants  shall  be  issued 
pursuant  to  this  act,  to  seize  the  estate  and  effects  of  such 
inimical  person  or  persons,  the  officer  to  whom  the  warrant 
shall  be  directed  is  hereby  ordered  to  leave  a  true  and  at- 
tested co])y  thereof  w  ith  every  person  or  pei-sons  in  such 
respective  town  as  shall  be  debtor,  agent,  factor,  or  trustee, 
to  such  inimical  pereon  or  persons,  or  has  his  or  their  estate 
or  effects  in  bis  hands,  at  least  twelve  days  before  the  sitting 
of  the  court  to  which  the  said  warrant  shall  be  made  return- 
able; which  service  shall  effectually  secure  such  debt,  goods, 
chattels,  or  effects,  in  the  hands  of  such  debtor,  agent,  factor, 
or  trustee,  till  the  same  shall  be  properly  inquired  into  and 
determined,  that  so  the  avails  may  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
poses required  by  this  act. 

Provided  always,  mid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
any  such  debtor,  agent,  factor,  or  trustee,  aforesaid,  shall 
freely  and  voluntarily  pay  such  debt,  or  sum  or  sums  in  his 
or  their  hands,  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  in  which  he 
or  they  dwell,  the  said  Selectmen  may  receive  the  same 
without  instituting  such  suit  as  aforesaid,  and  give  them  re- 
ceipt or  discharge  of  such  debt  or  demand,  which  shall  be 
good  and  effectual  in  law,  to  secure  such  debtor,  agent,  fac- 
tor, or  trustee,  against  the  original  creditor  or  principal  of 
such  sum  or  sums  received  as  aforesaid  ;  and  such  Selectmen 
shall  pay  such  sum  or  sums  so  received  to  the  Colony  Trea- 
surer, and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same,  and  lodge  it  with 
the  Secretary  as  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  and  provided,  That  such  Se- 
lectmen shall  have  and  receive  a  reasonable  reward  for  their 
service  and  expenses  in  and  about  the  premises,  which  shall 
be  taxed  and  allowed  by  the  County  Court  of  that  County 
in  which  such  Selectmen  reside ;  and  an  order  or  orders  shall 
be  drawn  by  the  Clerk  of  such  Court  upon  the  Colony 
Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  same  accordingly. 


with  fleets  and  armies,  to  destroy  our  towns,  shed  the  blood 
of  our  countrymen,  and  involve  us  in  the  calamities  incident 
to  war;  and  are  endeavouring  to  reduce  us  to  an  abject  sur- 
render of  our  natural  and  stipulated  rights,  and  subject  our 
properly  to  the  most  precarious  dependance  on  their  arbi- 
trary will  and  pleasure,  and  our  persons  to  slavery,  and  have 
at  length  declared  us  out  of  the  King's  protection ;  have 
engaged  foreign  mercenaries  against  us,  and  are  evidently 
and  strenously  striving  to  effect  our  ruin  and  destruction : 
these  and  many  other  transactions,  too  well  known  to  need 
enumeration,  the  painful  experience  and  effects  of  which  we 
have  suffered  and  feel,  make  it  evident  beyond  the  possibility 
of  a  doubt,  that  we  have  nothing  to  hope  from  the  justice, 
humanity,  or  temperate  councils  of  the  British  King  or  his 
Parliament ;  and  that  all  hopes  of  a  reconciliation,  upon  just 
and  equal  terms,  are  delusory  and  vain ; — in  this  state  of  ex- 
treme danger,  when  no  alternative  is  left  us  but  absolute  and 
indefinite  submission  to  such  claims  as  must  terminate  in 
the  extreme  of  misery  and  wretchedness,  or  a  total  separation 
from  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  renunciation  of  all 
connection  with  that  nation,  and  a  successful  resistance  to 
that  force  which  is  intended  to  effect  our  destruction ;  ap- 
pealing to  that  God  who  knows  the  secrets  of  all  hearts  for 
the  sincerity  of  former  declarations  of  our  desire  to  preserve 
our  ancient  and  constitutional  relation  to  that,  and  protesting 
solemnly  against  their  oppression  and  injustice,  which  have 
drawn  us  from  them,  and  compelled  us  to  use  such  means 
as  God,  in  his  providence,  hath  put  in  our  power  for  our 
necessary  defence  and  preservation  : 

Resolved  unanimously  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Dele- 
gates of  this  Colony  in  General  Congress  be,  and  they  are 
hereby.  Instructed  to  propose  to  that  respectable  body  to  de- 
clare the  United  American  Colonies  free  and  independent 
States,  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  give  the  assent  of  this  Colony  to  such  De- 
claration, when  they  shall  judge  it  expedient  and  best,  and 
to  whatever  measures  may  be  thought  proper  and  necessary 
by  the  Congress  for  forming  foreign  alliances,  or  any  plan  of 
operations  for  necessary  and  mutual  defence;  and,  also,  that 
they  move  and  promote,  as  fast  as  may  be  convenient,  a 
regular  and  permanent  plan  of  Union  and  Confederation  of' 
the  Colonies,  for  the  security  and  preservation  of  their  just 
rights  and  liberties,  and  for  mutual  defence  and  security, 
saving  that  the  administration  of  Government  and  the  power 
of  forming  Governments  for,  and  the  regulation  of  the  inter- 
nal concerns  and  police  of  each  Colony,  ought  to  be  left  and 
remain  to  the  respective  Colonial  Legislatures,  and  also  that 
such  plan  of  Confederation  be  laid  before  such  respective 
Legislatures  for  their  previous  consideration  and  assent. 


Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  an  Embargo  be  forth- 
with laid  upon  the  exportation  out  of  this  Colony,  by  water, 
of  the  following  articles  of  Provision,  viz :  Wheat,  Kye,  In- 
dian Corn,  Pork,  Beef,  Live  Cattle,  Peas  and  Beans,  But- 
ter, Cheese,  Bread,  Flour,  and  every  kind  of  Meal ;  and 
that  no  Pork  be  exported  out  of  this  Colony  by  land  or 
water,  except  necessary  stores  for  vessels  bound  to  sea ;  and 
that  his  Honour  the  Governour  be  and  he  is  hereby  desired 
to  issue  a  Proclamation  laying  such  Embargo,  and  prohibit- 
ing the  exportation  of  such  Provisions  accordingly,  such 
Embargo  to  be  in  force  until  the  rising  of  this  Assembly  in 
October  next :  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  his  Honour  the 
Governour  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered 
to  grant  Permits  for  the  exportation  out  of  this  Colony  of 
Live  Cattle  and  Provisions  in  such  cases  and  to  such  Ports 
and  places  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient  for  the 
publick  service :  Provided,  also,  That  his  Honour  the  Go- 
vernour, by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  may  discon- 
tinue the  Embargo,  in  whole  or  in  part,  at  any  time  when 
they  shall  judge  expedient. 

Whereas  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  by 
many  Acts  of  said  Parliament,  have  claimed  and  attempted 
to  exercise  powers  incompatible  with  and  subversive  of  the 
ancient,  just,  and  constitutional  rights  of  this  and  the  rest  of 
the  English  Colonies  in  America,  and  have  refused  to  listen 
to  their  many  and  frequent,  humble,  decent,  and  dutiful  Peti- 
tions for  redress  of  grievances  and  restoration  of  such  their 
rights  and  liberties  ;  and,  turning  from  them  with  neglect  and 
contempt  lo  support  such  claims,  after  a  series  of  accumulated 
wrong  and  injury,  have  proceeded  to  invade  said  Colonies 


An  Act  to  raise  two  Battaliom  to  join  the  Continental  Army 
in  Canada. 

Whereas  this  Assembly  have  received  a  requisition  from 
the  honourable  Continental  Congress  for  Troops  to  reinforce 
the  Continental  Army  in  different  departments : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  two  Battalions  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Co- 
lony shall  be  immediately  raised  by  voluntary  inlistment,  to 
join  the  Continental  Army  in  the  Northern  Department ; 
each  Battalion  to  consist  of  one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  one  Major,  and  eight  Companies,  with  one  Cap- 
tain, two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four  Cor- 
porals, one  Drunmier,  one  Fifer,  and  seventy-nine  Privates, 
to  each  Company,  and  a  Staff",  to  consist  of  one  Chaplain  to 
said  two  Battalions,  and  one  Adjutant,  one  Quartermaster, 
one  Surgeon,  and  one  Surgeon's  Mate,  to  each  Battalion, 
and  to  be  holden  in  the  Continental  service  until  the  1st  day 
of  December  next ;  and  each  able-bodied  effective  man  who 
shall  voluntarily  inlist  in  the  said  service,  and  sufficiently 
clothe  himself  therefor,  shall  receive  a  premium  of  six  Pounds 
lawful  money,  and  every  such  man  so  inlisled  as  aforesaid, 
who  shall  provide  for  himself  a  good  blanket,  knapsack,  gun, 
bayonet,  and  cartouch-box,  to  the  acceptance  of  his  Captain, 
shall  receive  a  further  premium  of  one  Pound  two  Shillings 
therefor,  and  at  the  same  rate  and  proportion  for  so  many  of 
the  articles  aforesaid  as  he  shall  furnish  himself  with  as  was 
allowed  and  granted  by  this  Assembly  to  the  Troops  raised 
for  the  defence  of  this  Colony  m  April,  1775,  and  whilst  in 
service  shall  be  under  the  same  general  command,  laws,  and 


869 


CONNECTICUT  ASSEMBLY,  JUNE,  1776. 


870 


regulations,  and  entitled  to  the  same  \my,  wages,  privileges, 
and  allowances,  as  the  Continental  Troops  are,  and  shall 
also  receive  one  month's  pay  in  advance  before  he  marches 
out  of  this  Colony. 

An  Act  for  raising  seven  Battalions  to  join  the  Continental 
Army  in  New-York. 

Whereas  this  Assembly  have  received  a  requisition  from 
the  honourable  Continental  Congress  for  Troops  to  reinforce 
the  Continental  Army  in  diffi?rent  departments : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and 
Representatiics,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  seven  Battalions,  inclusive  of  the 
Regiment  or  Battalion  voted  to  be  raised  for  the  general 
service  by  this  Assembly  in  May  last,  be  Ibrthvvith  raised  by 
voluntary  inlistment,  to   march  directly  to  New-  York,  and 
there  join  the  Continental  Army  in  that  place ;  each  Batta- 
lion to  consist  of  one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  one 
Major,  and  eight  Companies,  with  one  Captain,  two  Lieu- 
tenants, one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one 
Drummer,  one  Filer,  and  seventy-nine   Privates,  to  each 
Company,  and  a  Staff,  to  consist  of  one  Chaplain,  one  Ad- 
jutant, one  Quartermaster,  one  Surgeon,  and  one  Surgeon's 
Mate,  to  each  Battalion,  and  to  be  holden  in  said  service  un- 
til the  25th  day  of  December  neiit,  unless  sooner  discharged. 
And  each  able-bodied  efleclive  man  who  shall  so  inlist  into 
the  service,  and  for  the  term  aforesaid,  and  sufficiently  clothe 
himself  therefor,  shall  receive  a  premium  of  three  Pounds, 
lawful  money ;  and  every  such  man  so  inlisted  as  aforesaid, 
who  shall  provide  for  himself  a  good  blanket,  knapsack, 
irun,  bayonet,  and  cartouch-box,  to  the  acceptance  of  his 
Captain,  shall  receive  a  further  premium  of  one  Pound  two 
Shillings  therefor,  and  at  the  same  rate  and  proportion  for 
so  many  of  the  articles  aforesaid  as  he  shall  furnish  himself 
with  as  was  allowed  and  given   by  this  Assembly  to  the 
Troops  raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony  in  April,  1775, 
and  shall  receive  one  month's  pay  in  advance  before  he 
marches  out  of  this  Colony.     And  all  those  who  have  in- 
listed  as  Minute-men,  and  will  lay  claim  to  the  forty  Shil- 
lings given  to  them  as  encouragement  to  furnish  themselves, 
and  stand  ready  as  Minute-men,  and  shall  also  inlist  into  the 
Battalions  established  by  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
further  sum  of  forty-two  Shillings,  they  furnishing  and  equip- 
ping themselves  in  the  same  manner  as  above-said,  that  they 
may  be  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  Troops  to  be 
raised  for  the  same  service ;  and  that  each  Sergeant  shall 
receive  forty-eight  Shillings,  each  Corporal  forty-four  Shil- 
lings, each  Drummer  and  Fifer  forty -four  Shillings,  and  each 
Private  forty  Shillings,  per  calendar  month,  for  wages  during 
their  continuance  in  said  service.     And  in  case  any  gun, 
bayonet,  or  cartouch-box,  shall  be  lost  by  inevitable  provi- 
dence, the  man  so  providing  the  same  shall  be  paid  the  just 
value  thereof;  and  a  particular  account  shall  be  taken  of  all 
the  arms  that  shall  be  used,  and  the  same  be  appraised  by 
indifferent  men  under  oath  ;  and  each  man  so  engaging  as 
aforesaid,  shall,  upon  inlistment,  be  entitled  to  six  Pence  per 
day  for  billeting  money,  until  he  shall  march,  and  shall  then 
be  allowed  one  Penny  per  mile  in  lieu  of  rations  for  travel- 
ling expenses,  and  one  day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles 
between  home  and  the  general  rendezvous,  going  and  return- 
ing. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  sum  of  forty  Shillings  shall  be  given  as  a  further 
premium  and  encouragement  to  each  such  man  as  aforesaid, 
who  shall  inlist  into  the  Continental  Regiment  voted  to  be 
raised  in  the  last  session  of  this  Assembly,  and  destined  to 
Boston,  over  and  above  the  sums  already  promised  to  them 
by  this  Assembly  ;  and  all  the  aforesaid  Troops,  while  in  ser- 
vice, shall  be  subject  to  the  same  general  command,  law,  and 
regulations,  and  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  wages,  privileges, 
and  allowances,  as  the  Continental  Troops  are. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  act  entitled  "  An  Act  for  raising  and  equipping  a  body  of 
Minute-men  to  be  held  in  readiness  for  the  better  defence  of 
this  Colony,  &.C.,"  made  and  passed  by  this  Assembly  at 
their  session  in  May  last,  so  far  as  it  repeals  the  raising  of 
such  Minute-men  pursuant  to  said  act,  be  repealed,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Whereas  the  Troops  now  raising  in  this  Colony  must  be 


furnished  with  necessary  Fire-Arms,  Accoutrements,  and 
L^tensils  for  die  service :  It  is  therefore 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Captain  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth  and  Colonel  Jonathan  Fitch  be.  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered  and  directed  forthwith  to  purchase  a  sufficient 
number  of  Tin  Kettles,  if  to  be  had  in  this  Colony,  for  the 
use  of  the  two  Battalions  now  raising  and  destined  to  the 
Northern  Department,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered 
to  the  care  of  the  Commissary,  to  be  forwarded  \sith  the 
Baggage  of  said  Battalions  to  the  northward,  taking  his  re- 
ceipt therefor.  They  are  also  hereby  directed  to  purchase 
suitable  Iron  Hollow-ware,  so  far  as  Tin  cannot  be  had 
sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  Battalions  now  raising  and  des- 
tined to  JNew-  Yorh,  and  forward  the  same  to  the  care  of  the 
Commissary-General  at  New-York,  by  the  cheapest  and 
most  convenient  carriage,  taking  his  receipt  therefor.  That 
the  Committee  who  have  procured  Fire-Arms  to  be  made 
in  the  several  Counties  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to 
make  a  division  of  the  whole  number  of  those  Arms  already 
procured  to  and  among  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony, 
according  to  their  respective  lists,  and  certify  to  the  Select- 
men of  each  Town  the  number  of  Guns  and  Bayonets 
allotted  to  them,  and  where  they  may  be  found,  and  give 
proper  orders  to  them  to  receive  the  same  ;  and  such  Select- 
men shall  deliver  such  Arms  as  they  shall  so  receive  to  the 
chief  officers  of  the  Troops  now  raising  in  such  Towns,  taking 
their  receipts  therefor,  which  receipts  shall  be  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurers  of  the  respective  Towns  ;  and  such 
Arms,  when  returned,  shall  be  lodged  with  the  Treasurers, 
to  be  by  them  kept  in  constant  repair  at  the  cost  of  such  , 
Towns,  and  fully  to  equip  said  Troops. 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Fire-Arms  taken  from 
persons  belonging  to  this  Colony  who  are  enemies  to  this 
Colony,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  Committees  of  Inspection, 
or  others,  shall  be  marked  with  the  initial  letters  of  the  own- 
ers' names,  and  appraised  by  two  indifferent  men,  under 
oath,  and  a  particular  account  thereof  taken  by  such  Com- 
mittee, and  lodged  with  the  Treasurere  of  the  respective 
Towns  where  such  owners  live,  and  shall  also  be  repaired, 
if  need  be,  by  order  of  such  Committee,  at  the  expense  of 
the  Colony,  and  when  repaired  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
chief  officers  of  the  Companies  raising  in  the  Towns  where 
the  owners  of  such  Arms  belong,  taking  their  receipts  there- 
for, which  receipts,  together  with  the  marks  and  prices  of 
such  Arras,  and  the  names  of  the  owners,  shall  be  recorded 
by  the  Town  Clerks  of  the  Towns  where  such  owners  lived 
when  said  Arms  were  taken  from  them ;  and  a  particular  ac- 
count of  the  repairs  of  those  Arms  shall,  by  such  Committee, 
be  laid  before  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table  for  adjustment, 
and  they  are  directed  to  give  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  the 
payment ;  and  when  such  Guns  are  returned,  they  shall  be 
lodged  with  the  Clerk  of  such  Committee  of  Inspection, 
there  to  be  kept  until  further  orders  from  such  Committee  or 
this  Assembly,  and  in  case  of  loss  of  any  such  Arms  of  ini- 
mical persons,  the  same  may  be  laid  before  this  Assembly 
for  their  orders  thereon. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the 
several  Towns  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  purchase 
or  hire  Arms,  to  furnish  such  soldiers  of  any  of  the  Battalions 
aforesaid  as  cannot  furnish  themselves,  or  be  furnished  in 
any  of  the  ways  aforesaid,  and  shall  allow  to  the  owner 
of  each  Gun  so  hired  the  sum  of  six  Shillings,  and  to  the 
owner  of  each  Bayonet,  Belt,  and  Cartouch-box,  so  hired, 
the  sum  of  four  Shillings ;  and  if  such  Arms  are  lost  by 
inevitable  providence,  the  owners  thereof  shall  be  paid  for 
the  time  according  to  appraisal  to  be  made  thereof  by  two 
indifferent  men,  under  oath  ;  and  a  particular  account  of  all 
such  Arms  purchased,  or  hired  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  taken 
by  the  Selectmen  and  laid  before  the  Committee  of  Pay- 
Table,  who  shall  give  orders  on  the  Treasurer  for  payment 
thereof,  and  the  cost  of  purchasing  or  hiring  such  Arms. 
And  in  case  a  sufficient  number  of  Arms  cannot  be  obtained 
in  the  ways  aforesaid,  the  number  wanting  shall  be  impressed 
from  such  householders,  or  others  not  in  the  Militia-Roll, 
by  warrants  for  that  purpose  from  the  civil  authority  :  and  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  impressed  Arms  may  demand  a 
receipt  of  the  officer  who  shall  impress  and  receive  the  same, 
and  be  paid  the  same  sums  for  the  use  thereof  as  those 
from  whom  Arms  are  hired  as  aforesaid,  and  in  case  of  loss, 
shall  be  paid  for  such  Arms  according  to  appraisal,  to  be 
made  as  aforesaid. 
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And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Captain,  or  chief 
officer,  of  each  Company  in  the  Battalion  aforesaid,  shall  take 
a  particular  account  of  all  the  Arms  used  in  his  Company, 
distins^uishini;  such  as  belong  to  the  Colony,  such  as  soldiers 
provide  for  themselves,  such  as  are  purchased,  such  as  are 
hired,  such  as  are  impressed  as  aforesaid,  and  such  as  belong 
to  persons  inimical,  and  transmit  the  same  with  the  prices 
and  repaire,  to  his  Honour  the  Governour,  that  he  may 
know  the  state  thereof. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  and 
Committees  aforesaid  who  are  to  procure  any  Arms  to  be 
repaired,  shall  keep  a  particular  account  of  the  repairs  of 
such  Arms,  and  enter  the  same  distinctly,  with  the  prices  of 
such  Arms,  in  their  accounts,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Pay-Table  for  their  order  for  payment ;  and  when 
such  Arms  shall  be  returned  to  the  owners,  the  cost  of  re- 
pairs shall  be  deducted  out  of  the  premium  or  hire  thereof; 
and  in  case  of  loss  of  any  of  the  Arms  taken  up  in  any  of 
the  ways  aforesaid  by  inevitable  |)rovidence,  the  value  there- 
of at  the  appraisal  aforesaid,  together  with  said  premiums  or 
hire,  shall  be  paid  to  the  ownei-s  of  such  Arms,  upon  proper 
certificate  thereof  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
of  Pay -Table. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  David,  Waterhunj,  inn.,  Esq., 
to  be  Brigadier-General  of  the  Battalions  of  Militia  now  to 
be  raised  to  reinforce  the  Continental  Army  in  Canada. 

James  fVadsworth,  Jun.,  Esq.,  to  be  Brigadier-General 
of  the  Battalions  of  Militia  now  to  be  raised  to  reinforce  the 
Continental  Army  at  New-York. 

Gold  SeUcck  Silliman,  John  Douglas,  Fisher  Gay,  John 
Chester,  JVilliam  Douglas,  Comfort  Sage,  Heman  Swift, 
and  Samuel  Selden,  Esquires,  to  be  Colonels  of  the  Batta- 
lions of  Foot  now  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony. 

Solomon  Wells,  John  Chandler,  Selah  Hart,  Jonathan 
Ijattimer,  William  Worthington,  James  Arnold,  William 
Danielson,  and  Josiah  Starr,  Esquires,  to  be  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  of  the  Battalions  of  Foot  now  to  be  raised  in  this 
Colony. 

Matthew  Mead,  John  Ripley,  Elias  Buel,  Stilworthy 
Waters,  Phinehas  Porter,  John  Sumner,  Giles  Russell,  and 
Benadam  Gallop,  Esquires,  to  be  Majors  of  the  Battalions 
of  Foot  now  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony. 

Colonel  Erastus  Wolcott  to  be  Colonel  of  the  Regiment 
ordered  to  be  raised  by  the  last  General  Assembly,  and  sta- 
tioned at  and  near  New-London,  instead  of  Comfort  Sage, 
Esq.,  promoted. 

Samuel  Mott,  Esq.,  to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
Regiment  ordered  to  be  raised  by  the  last  Assembly  and 
stationed  at  or  near  New-London,  instead  of  Erastus  Wol- 
cott, Esq.,  promoted. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  persons  hereafter  named 
to  the  respective  Officer  hereinafter-mentioned,  to  take  the 
command  of  the  two  Battalions  ordered  by  this  Assembly 
to  be  raised  to  join  the  Continental  Army  in  the  Northern 
Department ;  and  his  Honour  the  Governour  is  hereby  de- 
sired, authorized,  and  empowered  to  give  Commissions  ac- 
cording to  the  form  provided  and  ordered  for  each  respective 
Officer,  according  to  his  office  and  rank,  and  warrants  to 
such  as  are  appointed  in  the  Staff,  viz  : 

First  Battalion. 

John  Douglas,  Esq.,  to  be  Colonel,  William  Worthington 
to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel,  John  Sum7ier  to  be  Major,  of  the 
First  Battalion. 

Aaron  Stcveiis  Captain,  Isaac  Turner  First  Lieutenant, 
Moses  Dudley,  Jun.,  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  Hihjard 
Ensign,  of  the  Fii-st  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

John  Harmon,  Jun.,  Captain,  Benjamin  Harnden,  Jun., 
First  Lieutenant,  Nathaniel  Pomeroy  Second  Lieutenant, 
Joel  Adams  Ensign,  of  the  Second  Company  in  said  Batta- 
lion. 

Ichabod  Norton  Captain,  Amos  Barns  First  Lieutenant, 
Jabez  Brooks,  Jun.,  Second  I/ieutenant,  Jonathan  Stoddard 
Ensign,of  the  Third  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Ozias  Pettibone  Captain,  George  Griswold,  Jun.,  First 
Lieutenant,  Uriel  Holmes  Second  Lieutenant,  Simeon  Gaynes 
Ensign,  of  the  Fourth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Elijah  Robinson  Captain,  David  McClure  First  Lieute- 
nant, Eliphelet  Curtiss  Second  Lieutenant,  Alexander  King 
Ensign,  of  the  Fifth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Josiah  Baldwin  Capinin,  Simeon  Allen  First  Lieutenant, 


William  Corkins  Second  Lieutenant,  Stephen  Billings  En- 
sign, of  the  Sixth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Vine  Elderkin  Captain,  William  Tussell  First  Lieute- 
nant, Abner  Robinson  Second  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Grosve- 
nor  Ensign,  of  the  Seventh  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Elijah  Sharp  Captain,  Samuel  Robinson,  Jun.,  First 
Lieutenant,  Joseph  Burgess  Second  Lieutenant,  Simeon 
House  Ensign,  of  the  Eighth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Second  Battalion. 

Heman  Swift,  Esq.,  Colonel,  Joseph  Starr,  Esq.,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, Stilworthy  Waters,  Esq.,  Major,  of  the  Se- 
cond Battalion. 

Abijah  Rowley  Captain,  Samuel  Tyler.  Jun.,  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Samuel  Hazard  Second  Lieutenant,  Phinehas  Gra- 
ver Ensign,  of  the  First  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Thaddeus  Lacy  Captain,  James  Reynolds  First  Lieute- 
nant, Samuel  Httrd  Second  Lieutenant,  Abraham  Post  En- 
sign, of  the  Second  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Stephen  Hall  Captain,  Jehicl  Meigs  First  Lieutenant, 
Ebenezer  Fotvlcr,  Jun.,  Second  Lieutenant,  David  Dudley, 
3d,  Ensign,  of  the  Third  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Stephen  Mathews  Captain,  Edward  Tilley  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Amos  Hiccox  Second  Lieutenant,  Gideon  Tucker 
Ensign,  of  the  Fourth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Elijah  Beach  Captain,  Benjamin  Nichols  First  Lieute- 
nant, John  Carter  Second  Lieutenant,  James  Bebee,  Jun., 
Ensign,  of  the  Fifth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Jonas  Prentice  Captain,  Samuel  Camp  First  Lieutenant, 
Divan  Beny,  Second  Lieutenant,  Ambrose  Baldwin  Ensign, 
of  the  Sixth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Jabez  Botsford  Captain,  John  Trowbridge,  Jun.,  First, 
Lieutenant,  Shadrach  Hubbell  Second  Lieutenant,  Clement 
Botsford  Ensign,  of  the  Seventh  Company  in  said  Batta- 
lion. 

Ebenezer  Couch  Captain,  John  Ranson,  Jun.,  First  Lieu- 
tenant, John  Bliss  Second  Lieutenant,  Jedediah  Durkee 
Ensign,  of  the  Eighth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  persons  hereafter  named 
to  the  respective  Offices  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  take  the 
command  of  the  six  Battalions  ordered  by  this  Assembly  to 
be  raised  and  marched  directly  to  New-York,  and  there  to 
join  the  Continental  Army  in  that  place ;  and  his  Honour 
the  Governour  is  hereby  desired  and  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  give  Connnissions  according  to  the  form  pro- 
vided and  ordered  for  each  respective  Officer,  according  to 
his  office  and  rank,  and  warrants  to  such  as  are  appointed 
on  the  Staff,  viz : 

First  Battalion. 

Gold  Selleck  Silliman,  Esq.,  Colonel,  John  Chandler, 
Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Matthew  Mead  Major,  of  the 
First  Battalion. 

George  Benjamin  Captain,  Wakeman  Burr  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Josiah  Lacey  Second  Lieutenant,  Daniel  Duncan 
Ensign,  of  the  First  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Zalmon  Read  Captain,  Ezekiel  Sanford  First  Lieute- 
nant, Ebenezer  Banks  Second  Lieutenant,  Josiah  Adams 
Ensign,  of  the  Second  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

William  Gaylord  Hubbell  Caplmn,  Peter  Penfield,  First 
Lieutenant,  Seth  Abbot  Second  Lieutenant,  Benjamin  Hic- 
cor  Ensign,  of  the  Third  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Abraham  Mead  Captain,  Simeon  Ingersoll  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Henry  Warren  Second  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Hobby 
Ensign,  of  the  Fourth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Sylvanus  Brown  Captain,  Joseph  Webb,  Jun.,  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Thaddeus  Weed  Second  Lieutenant,  Gideon  Water- 
bury  Ensign,  of  the  Fifth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Gamaliel  Northrup,  Junior,  Captain,  James  Betts  First 
Lieutenant,  John  St.  John  Second  Lieutenant,  Ebenezer 
Olmsted  Ensign,  of  the  Sixth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Reuben  Bostwick  Captain,  Isaac  Deforest  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Israel  Baldwin  Second  Lieutenant,  Lazarus  Bug- 
gies Ensign,  of  the  Seventh  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Nathan  Hard,  Jun.,  Captain,  Elisha  Brace  First  Lieute- 
nant, Noah  Judson  Second  Lieutenant,  Elisha  Clark  En- 
sign, of  the  Eighth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Second  Battalion. 

Fisher  Gay,  Esq.,  to  be  Colonel,  Selah  Hart,  Esq.,  to 
be  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Benadam  Gallup,  Esq.,  to  be  Ma- 
jor, of  the  Second  Battalion. 


873 


CONNECTICUT  ASSEMBLY,  JUNE,  1776. 


874 


I 


I 


God  Stanley  Captain,  Ambrose  Hopen  First  Lieutenant, 
John  Allen  Second  Lieutenant,  Titus  Bunnel  Ensign,  of 
the  First  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Jonah  Gillet  Captain,  Obed  Ilokomb  First  Lieutenant, 
Phineas  Drake  Second  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Wing  Ensign, 
of  the  Second  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Edward  Rogers  Captain,  Nathaniel  Hamlin,  First  Ijieu- 
tenant,  Hezekiah  Andrews  Second  Lieutenant,  Joel  Har- 
mon Ensign,  of  the  Third  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Stephen  Goodwin  Captain,  Giles  Gaylord  First  Lieute- 
nant, Stephen  Scovil  Second  Lieutenant,  Jesse  Jiid  Ensign, 
of  the  Fourth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Abraham  Bradley  Captain,  Tilley  Blakesley,  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Thomas  Catlin  Second  Lieutenant,  James  Morris, 
Jun.,  Ensign,  of  the  Fifth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Simon  IVolcott  Captain,  John  Charter  First  Lieutenant, 
Hezekiah  Wells  Second  Lieutenant,  Aaron  Eaton  Ensign, 
of  the  Sixth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Joseph  Moscly  Captain,  Thomas  Hollister  First  Lieute- 
nant, Matthew  Bull  Second  Lieutenant,  Reuben  Phelps 
Ensign,  of  the  Seventh  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Epaphras  Loomis  Captain,  John  Rockivell  First  Lieu- 
tenant, ^Jncr  Wilson  Second  Lieutenant,  Charles  Goodwin, 
Ensign,  of  the  Eighth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 
Third  Battalion. 

Comfort  Sage,  Esq.,  to  be  Colonel,  William  Danielson, 
Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Elias  Buel,  Esq.,  Major,  of  the 
Third  Battalion. 

James  Clark  Captain,  Elias  Bliss  Fii-st  Lieutenant,  Eb- 
enezer  West  Second  Lieutenant,  Jonah  Palmer  Ensign,  of 
the  First  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Hezekiah  Parsons  Captain,  Josiah  Converse  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Joseph  Booth  Second  Lieutenant,  Nathaniel  Chapin 
Ensign,  of  the  Second  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Jonathan  Birge  Captain,  Edward  Payne  First  Lieute- 
nant, Nathaniel  West  Second  Lieutenant,  George  Hubbard 
Ensign,  of  the  Third  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Joseph  Churchill  Captain,  Jacob  Wetmore  First  Lieute- 
nant, Timothy  Clarke  Second  Lieutenant,  Titus  Camen 
Ensign,  of  the  Fourth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Edward  Eells  Captain,  David  Smith  First  Lieutenant, 
Joseph  Cornish  Second  Lieutenant,  Oliver  Hubbard  En- 
sign, of  the  Fifth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Jonathan  Parker  Captain,  Ichabod  Hinckley  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Timothy  Holt  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  Rider  En- 
sign, of  the  Sixth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

John  Green  Captain,  Daniel  Clark  First  Lieutenant, 
Josiah  Robbins  Second  Lieutenant,  Jonathan  Buck  Ensign, 
of  the  Seventh  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

John  X)ia;on  Captain,  William  Edmond  First  Lieutenant, 
Abraham  Shepard  Second  Lieutenant,  John  Chumberlin 
Ensign,  of  the  Eighth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Fourth  Battalion. 

Samuel  Selden,  Esq.,  to  be  Colonel,  Jonathan  Lattimer, 
Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Giles  Russell,  Esq.,  Major,  of  the 
Fourth  Battalion. 

John  Willey  Captain,  Bezaleel  Brainerd  First  Lieute- 
nant, Jonathan  Kilbom  Second  Lieutenant,  Jonah  Brainerd 
Ensign,  of  the  First  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

William  l?eMer  Captain,  Benjamin  Brewster  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Isaac  W.  Stanton,  Second  Lieutenant,  Asa  Strong 
Ensign,  of  the  Second  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Richard  Deshon  Captain,  John  Comstock,  2d,  Fii-st  Lieu- 
tenant, Edward  Gillam  Second  Lieutenant,  Richard  Doug- 
las Ensign,  of  the  Third  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Ebenezer  Whitter,  Jun.,  Captain,  Elias  S.  Palmer  First 
Lieutenant,  Joseph  Smith  Second  Lieutenant,  John  Wil- 
liams, Ensign,  of  the  Fourth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Abel  Spicer  Ciiptn'm,  Jonathan  Palmer  First  Lieutenant, 
Park  Avery,  Junior,  Second  Lieutenant,  Edward  Jeffery 
Ensign,  of  the  Fifth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Joshua  Huntington  Captain,  Ezekiel  Waterman  First 
Lieutenant,  John  PVheatly  Second  Lieutenant,  Charles  Fan- 
ning Ensign,  of  the  Sixth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Elijah  Bingham  Captain,  Elisha  Wade  First  Lieutenant, 
William  Raymond  Second  Lieutenant,  Daniel  Bill  Ensign, 
of  the  Seventh  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Elisha  Chapman  Captain,  John  Hart  First  Lieutenant, 
Job  Wright  Second  Lieutenant,  iVa<AameZ  Jones,  Jan.,  En- 
sign, of  the  Eighth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 


Fifth  Battalion. 

WiRiam  Douglas,  Esq.,  to  be  Colonel,  James  Arnold, 
Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  i^A/neas  Parker,  Esq.,  Major,  of 
the  Fifth  Battalion. 

Nathaiiicl  Johnson  CsLplam,  Nathan  Parsons,  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Ambrose  Hine  Second  Lieutenant,  Charles  Norton 
Ensign,  of  the  First  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Inward  Russell  Captain,  Samuel  Baldwin  First  F^ieu- 
tenant,  Stephen  Patten  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  Shayhr 
Ensign,  of  the  Second  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Robert  Brown  Captain,  Peter  Johnson  First  Lieutenant, 
Joseph  Mansfield  Second  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Newton  En- 
sign, of  the  Third  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Noah  Ives  Captain,  Jared  Robinson  First  Lieutenant, 
Jared  Hill  Second  Lieutenant,  John  Mansfield  Ensign,  of 
the  Fourth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Samuel  Peck,  Jun.,  Captain,  Jehiel  Bryant  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Jesse  Goodyear  Second  Lieutenant,  7\Via  Peck 
Ensign,  of  the  Fifth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

John  Lewis,  Junior,  Captain,  James  Warner  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Michael  Branson  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Joseph 
Beach,  Jun.,  Ensign,  of  the  Sixth  Company  in  said  Bat- 
talion. 

Nathaniel  Bunnel  Captain,  Hawkins  Hart,  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Thomas  Lyman  Second  Lieutenant,  Miles  HuU, 
Ensign,  of  the  Seventh  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Cornelius  Higgins  Captain,  James  Arnold  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Amos  Beecher  Second  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Scovil 
Ensign,  of  the  Eighth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Sixth  Battalion. 

John  Chester,  Esq.,  to  be  Colonel,  Solomon  Wills,  Esq., 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  John  Ripley,  Esq.,  Major,  of  the  Sixth 
Battalion. 

Israel  Seymour  Captain,  John  Barnard  First  Lieutenant, 
Samuel  Mattox  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  Bunce  Ensign, 
of  the  First  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Hezekiah  Wyllys  Captain,  John  Hurlburt  First  Lieute- 
nant, Joseph  Skinner  Second  Lieutenant,  Andrew  Hilyer 
Ensign,  of  the  Second  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Chester  Wells  Captain,  Edward  Bulkley  First  Lieute- 
nant, Benjamin  Talmage  Second  Lieutenant,  James  Hiccox 
Ensign,  of  the  Third  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Benjamin  Clark  Captain,  James  Tyler  First  Lieutenant, 
Samuel  Marcy,  Jun.,  Second  Lieutenant,  Daniel  Knowlton 
Ensign,  of  the  Fourth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Stephen  Lyon  Captain,  Josiah  Childs  First  Lieutenant, 
John  Kimball  Second  Lieutenant,  Richard  Peabody  Ensign, 
of  the  Fifth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Asa  Bacon  Captain,  Abner  Bacon  First  Lieutenant, 
Amaziah  Rust  Second  Lieutenant,  Aaron  Cleaveland  En- 
sign, of  the  Sixth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Samuel  Thomas  Captain,  Gershom  Barrows  First  Lieu 
tenant,  Daniel  Dunham  Second  Lieutenant,  Ebenezer  Ses- 
sions Ensign,  of  the  Seventh  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

John  Isham,  Jun.,  Captain,  Eliphelet  Chamberlin  First 
Lieutenant,  Asaph  Trumbull  Second  Lieutenant,  Joshua 
Ransom  Ensign,  of  the  Eighth  Company  in  said  Battalion. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly,  holden  at  Hartford  in 
May  last,  did  appoint  John  Blacklcach  to  be  First  Lieute- 
nant and  William  Hawley  to  be  Second  Lieutenant,  of  the 
Company  of  which  Elijah  Abel  is  Captain,  in  the  Regiment 
ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  this  and  the  adjoin- 
ing Colonies  ;  which  is  found  to  be  inconvenient ; 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  said  act  of  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly  in  May  last,  as  far  as  respects  the  appoint- 
ments aforesaid,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed.  And 
this  Assembly  do  appoint  William  Hawley  to  be  First  Lieu- 
tenant and  John  Blackleach  to  be  Second  Lieutenant  of  the 
aforesaid  Company,  under  the  command  of  the  said  Captain 
Elijah  Abel,  anything  in  said  act  contained  notwithstand- 
ing. 

Whereas  this  Assembly,  at  their  present  session,  passed 
an  act  appointing  Nathaniel  Pomeroy,  Jun.,  a  First  Lieu- 
tenant in  Captain  John  Harmon's  Company,  in  Colonel 
John  Douglas's  Regiment ;  and  whereas  this  Assembly,  at 
their  session  held  at  Hartford,  in  May  last,  appointed  Tho- 
mas Abbe  a  First  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Abel  Pease^s  Com- 
pany, in  Colonel  Waterburfs  Regiment ;  and  as  the  ex- 
changing the  arrangement  of  said  officers  would  be  greatly 
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to  the  advantage  of  the  publick  service,  viz :  to  appint  the 
said  Nathaniel  Fomeroij,  Jun.,  to  be  a  Fii-st  Lieutenant  in 
Captain  Pease's  Company,  and  the  said  Thomas  Abbe  to  be 
a  First  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Harman's  Company, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Goremour.  Council,  and  Represen- 
tatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  aforesaid  acts  refen-ed  to,  repealing  the 
appointment  of  the  said  Pomeroy  and  Abbe  to  be  Lieutenants, 
be  repealed,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  accordingly. 

Wiiereupon  this  Assembly  do  appoint  Thomas  Abbe,  of 
Emjield,  to  be  a  First  lieutenant  in  Captain  John  Harmon's 
Company,  in  Colonel  John  Douglas's  Regiment.  This  As- 
sembly do  appoint  Nathaniel  Pomeroy,  Jun.,  of  Sufficld,  to 
be  a  First  Lieutenant  in  Abel  Pease's  Company,  in  Colonel 
Waterbury's  Regiment. 

"Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Govemour  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  : 

"To ,  Greeting: 

"  1  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  you,  at  beat  of  drum 
or  otherwise,  to  raise,  by  \'oluntary  inlistment,  a  Company 
of  ninety -three  able-bodied  effective  men,  including  officei's, 
to  join  the  Continental  Army  in  Canada,  to  be  holden  in 
said  service  until  the  1st  day  o(  December  next,  according 
to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  at  their 
special  session  on  the  14th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1776  ;  and  you 
will  publish  the  proclamation  herewith  committed  to  you  in 
that  behalf,  for  the  encouragement  of  those  who  are  inclined 
to  inlist ;  and  the  Colonels  in  the  several  Regiments  in  this 
Colony,  and  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Companies  in 
those  Regiments,  are  hereby  required  to  lend  you  their  aid, 
and  muster  the  Companies  under  their  command,  if  need  be, 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid." 

"  In  the  Lower  House  the  above  form  of  Beating  Orders 
is  accepted  and  approved. 

"  Test :  Titus  Hosmer,  Clerk. 

"  Concurred  in  the  Upper  House. 

"  Test :  George  Wyllys,  Secretary." 

"  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Govemour  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  : 

"To ,  Greeting: 

"  I  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  you,  at  beat  of  drum 
or  otherwise,  to  raise,  by  voluntary  inlistment,  a  Company, 
consisting  of  ninety-three  able-bodied  effective  men,  inclu- 
ding officers,  to  join  the  Continental  Army  in  and  near  New- 
York,  to  be  holden  in  said  service  until  the  25th  day  of 
December  next,  unless  sooner  discharged,  according  to  an 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  made  and 
passed  at  their  special  session  on  the  14th  June,  1776 ;  and 
you  will  publish  the  resolve  of  Assembly  herewith  commit- 
ted to  you  in  that  behalf,  for  the  encouragement  of  those 
who  incline  to  inlist ;  and  the  Colonels  of  the  several  Regi- 
ments in  this  Colony,  and  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
Companies  in  those  Regiments,  are  hereby  required  to  lend 
you  their  aid,  and  muster  their  Companies  under  their  com- 
mand, if  need  be,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid." 

"  In  the  Lower  House  this  draft  is  accepted  and  approved. 

"  Test :  Titus  Hosmer,  Clerk. 

"  Concurred  in  the  Upper  House. 

"  Test :  George  Willys,  Secretary." 

"  I  .  .  .  .  ,  of  .  .  .  .  ,  do  acknowledge  to  have  volun- 
tarily inlisted  myself  a  soldier  to  serve  in  a  Battalion  of  Foot, 
raised  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  for  the  defence  of  the 

United  Colonies,  to  be  commanded   by ,  Esq., 

until  the  1st  day  of  December  next,  according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Continental  Congress. 

"Witness  my  hand,  this  .  .  .dayof.  .  .  ,^.D.1776." 

"  In  the  Lower  House,  the  foregoing  form  of  an  Inlist- 
ment is  accepted  and  approved. 

'•■  Test :  Titus  Hosmer,  Clerk. 

"  Concurred  in  the  Upper  House. 

"  Test :  George  Wyllys,  Secretary." 

"  I  .  .  .  .  ,  of  .  .  .  .  ,  do  acknowledge  to  have  volun- 
tarily inlisted  myself  a  soldier  to  serve  in  a  Battalion  of  Foot, 
raised  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  join  the  Continental 

Army  in  iVew-YorA:,  to  be  commanded  by >  Esq., 

until  the  25th  day  of  December  next. 

"  Witness  my  hand,  this  .  .  .dayof.  .  .  ,A.D.ni6." 


"  In  the  Ixjvver  House  this  draft  is  accepted  and  approved. 

"Test:  Titus  Hosmek,  Clerk. 

"  Concurred  in  the  Upper  House. 

"  Test :  George  Wyllys,  Secretary." 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  form  for  Warrants 
for  Chaplains  be  as  follows : 

"  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Govemour  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  English  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in 
New-England,  in  America  : 

"  To  Rev ,  Greeting : 

"  Reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  piety, 
ability,  fidelity,  and  good  conduct,  I  do  hereby  appoint  you, 

the  said ,  a  Chaplain  of  the  ....  Regiment ; 

and  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  you  to  exercise  the 
several  acts  and  duties  of  your  office  and  station  as  Chap- 
lain of  the  said  Regiment,  which  you  are  faithfully  to  per- 
form, in  a  due  and  religious  discharge  thereof,  according  to 
the  important  trust  reposed  in  you ;  for  which  this  is  your 
warrant. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  in  the  Colony 
aforesaid,  this  ....  day  o(  .  .  .  .  ,  A.  D.  1776." 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  form  for  Warrants 
for  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  the  forces  now  raising  in  this 
Colony,  for  defence  of  the  same,  be  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Govemour  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  English  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in 
New-England,  in  America  : 

"  To ,  Gentleman,  greeting : 

"  I  do  by  these  presents,  reposing  special  confidence  in 
your  fidelity,  skill,  and  good  conduct,  constitute  and  appoint 

you,  the  said ,  to  be  Physician  and  Surgeon  in 

the  ....  Regiment,  now  raised  out  of  the  Militia  of  this 
Colony,  inlisted  and  assembled  for  the  defence  of  this  and 
the  rest  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and  I  do  hereby  authorize 
and  empower  you  to  exercise  your  said  office,  in  a  due  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  thereof,  which  you  are  carefully  and 
diligently  to  attend  as  a  physician  as  aforesaid,  according  to 
the  trust  reposed  in  you ;  for  which  this  is  your  sufficient 
warrant. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  at  .  .  .  .  ,  in 
said  Colony,  the  .  .  .  .  day  of  .  .  .  .  ,  ^.  D.  1776." 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Commissions  of  the 
Officers  nominated  and  appointed  by  this  Assembly  at  their 
session  in  May  last,  shall  bear  date  on  the  10th  day  of  June, 
1776;  and  his  Honour  the  Governour  and  the  Secretary 
are  desired  and  directed  to  sign  the  same,  filled  up  accord- 
ingly. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Commissions  for 
the  Officere  in  the  several  Battalions  ordered  to  be  raised 
in  this  Colony  at  their  present  session,  shall  bear  date  the 
20th  day  of  June,  1776;  and  the  Governour  and  Secretary 
are  desired  and  directed  to  sign  and  issue  the  same  accord- 
ingly. 

Whereas  this  Assembly  have  ordered  nine  Battalions  to 
be  raised  in  this  Colony  to  join  the  Continental  Army  at 
New-York  and  Canada ;  and  as  some  of  the  Officers  ap- 
pointed in  said  Battalions  may  fail  to  accept  the  trust,  and 
by  death  or  otherwise  vacancies  may  happen  : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nour be  desired,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empower- 
ed, to  appoint  any  Officer  or  Officers  to  fill  up  such  vacan- 
cies that  shall  happen  as  aforesaid,  and  to  commissionate  the 
same  accordingly. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nour be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  desired,  to  appoint 
the  Chaplains,  Surgeons,  and  Surgeons'  Mates  for  the  seve- 
ral Regiments  raised  by  order  of  this  and  the  last  sessions 
of  this  Assembly,  where  the  same  have  not  already  been 
appointed  by  this  Assembly. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nour be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  desired,  to  appoint 
Armourei-s  for  the  several  Regiments  now  raising  in  this 
Colony. 

Whereas  this  Assembly,  to  encourage  and  facilitate  the 
inlistment  of  the  Troops  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony,  on  the 
requisitions  of  Congress,  has  ordered  that  each  soldier  shall 
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receive  tlie  first  month's  pay  before  their  march,  &.C.;  and 
that  tlie  same  be  replaced  in  the  Treasury : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Colonels,  or  cliief  officers 
of  each  Battalion,  shall  receive  of  the  Paymasters  of  the 
Continental  Army  the  first  month's  pay  of  such  soldiers,  and, 
when  received,  pay  the  same  into  the  Treasury  of  this  Co- 
lony, first  deducting  out  what  shall  be  due  to  each  inlisted 
soldier  from  the  time  of  his  inlistment  until  the  day  of  his 
march ;  and  what  they  shall  so  deduct  shall  be  by  them 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Captains  of  the  several  Companies, 
to  be  by  them  paid  to  the  soldiers,  according  to  act  of  As- 
sembly. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Committee  of  the 
Pay-Table  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed, 
to  order  and  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  several  Captains,  or 
chief  officers  of  Companies,  in  the  several  Regiments  or 
Battalions  ordered  to  be  raised  by  this  Assembly  in  their 
last  and  the  present  sessions,  the  sum  and  amount  of  the 
several  premiums  and  advance  pay  and  wages  granted  and 
ordered  by  this  Assembly  to  them  and  their  respective  Com- 
panies, to  be  paid  and  advanced  to  them  severally  and  re- 
spectively on  their  undertaking  or  inlistments,  or  before  their 
march  out  of  this  Colony  ;  such  Captains  first  lodging  suffi- 
cient bonds,  with  surety  to  the  acceptance  of  said  Commit- 
tee, for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty  in  paying  out  the 
same  to  the  soldiers  or  others  inlisted  to  receive  the  same, 
according  to  the  acts  of  this  Assembly  respecting  their  seve- 
ral destinations,  and  thereof  render  and  settle  their  accounts 
with  said  Committee ;  for  which  service  said  Captains,  or 
chief  officers,  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  one-and-a-half 
per  cent. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly,  held  at  Hartford  in  May 
last,  did  resolve  and  enact  that  the  Troops  in  the  pay  of 
this  Colony  at  New-London,  New-Haven,  Groton,  and  Sto- 
nington,  shall  be  augmented  into  a  Regiment,  and  should 
have  and  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances,  in  every  re- 
spect, as  the  Troops  raised  lor  the  defence  of  this  Colony  in 
April,  1 775,  had  and  received,  which  is  found  to  be  incon- 
venient : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  said  Troops  now  at 
New-London,  Groton,  Stonington,  and  New-Haven,  and  the 
additional  Troops  raised,  or  to  be  raised,  to  augment  said 
Troops  into  a  Regiment,  shall  have  and  receive  the  same 
pay,  wages,  and  allowances,  in  every  respect,  as  the  Troops 
raised  by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress  for  Continen- 
tal service  do  have  and  receive,  any  act  or  resolve  of  this 
Assembly  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

A7id  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  every  able-bodied  effec- 
tive man  that  hath  or  shall  inlist  into  any  of  the  Companies  or- 
dered to  be  raised  to  augment  said  Troops  now  at  New-Lon- 
don, New-Haven,  Groton,  and  Stonington,  into  a  Regiment, 
shall  have  and  receive  a  premium  or  bounty  of  twenty 
Shillings,  over  and  above  the  Continental  allowance  afore- 
said. 

And  whereas  a  resolve  was  made  and  passed  by  said  As- 
sembly, held  here  in  May  last,  empowering  and  directing  his 
Honour  the  Governour  and  Committee  of  Safety,  by  all 
proper  ways  and  means,  to  bring  said  Companies  at  New- 
London,  &c.,upon  the  present  Colony  plan  and  regulations, 
in  the  manner  in  said  resolve  particularly  pointed  out,  which 
being  now  become  necessary  : 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  said  act  or  resolve  last  men- 
tioned be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed  and  made  null 
and  void. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Colonels  of  the  se- 
veral Regiments,  ordered  by  this  Assembly  to  be  raised, 
and  to  join  the  Continental  Army  in  New-York,  be  per- 
mitted and  allowed  to  ship  or  transport  to  the  place  of 
their  destination  four  hogsheads  of  Rum,  two  hogsheads  of 
Molasses,  and  two  barrels  of  Sugar,  for  each  of  their  respec- 
tive Regiments,  for  their  present  supply;  the  embargo  on 
West-India  goods,  laid  by  this  Assembly  in  their  last  session, 
notwithstanding. 

Colonel  Samuel  Abbot,  Mr.  Hezelciah  Lane,  Mr.  2'had- 
deus  Burr,  Colonel  Jonathan  Fitch,  Captain  Elisha  Child, 
and  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins,  are  appointed,  in  addition  to  the 
former  Committee,  to  procure  Fire-Anns  and  Gun-Locks 
to  be  made  and  manufactured  in  this  Colony,  to  be  pur- 
chased and  taken  up  by  this  Colony,  upon  the  encourage- 
ment and  according  to  the  resolutions  in  that  behalf. 


Whereas  there  is  great  reason  to  apprehend  that  there 
will  be  large  demands  for  the  article  of  Pork  for  the  supply 
of  the  forces  that  have  been  or  may  be  raised  for  the  pub- 
lick  service,  and  unless  some  measures  are  taken  to  secure 
a  supply  thereof,  there  may  be  danger  of  quantities  being 
clandestinely  purchased  up  and  conveyed  to  our  enemies, 
or  engrossed  by  particular  persons,  which  may  occasion  both 
publick  and  private  distress  for  want  thereof:  Which  to 
prevent,  it  is 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Jeremiah  Wadsworth, 
of  Hartford,  John  Deshon,  of  New-London,  Jonathan 
Fitch,  of  New-Haven,  Samuel  Squire,  of  Fairfield,  David 
Trumbull,  of  Lebanon,  and  Lynde  Lord,  of  Litchfield,  and 
any  or  either  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to 
purchase  up  for  the  use  of  this  Colony  all  the  Pork  within 
the  same,  at  the  market  price  as  it  now  is,  to  be  stored  and 
kept  in  proper  stores,  to  be  disposed  of  and  applied,  from 
time  to  time,  for  the  publick  use,  according  as  the  exigencies 
of  afliirs  may  require  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  or  of  the 
Continental  Army,  under  the  direction  of  this  Assembly,  or 
of  the  Governour  and  his  Committee  of  Safety ;  and  the 
Pay-Table  is  hereby  directed  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer,  in 
favour  of  either  of  said  Committee,  for  money  to  pay  for  the 
same.  And  if  any  person  or  persons,  who  are  possessed  of 
any  quantity  of  stored  Pork  more  than  sufficient  for  their 
own  use,  shall  refuse  to  sell  and  deliver  such  Pork  to  said 
Committee,  or  either  of  them,  on  his  or  their  request,  and 
tender  of  money  or  bills  therefor,  at  the  market  price,  as 
aforesaid,  where  the  same  may  be,  such  person  or  persons 
so  refusing  shall  incur  the  penalty  and  forfeiture  of  the  full 
value  of  such  Pork  so  by  him  or  them  refused  to  be  sold 
and  delivered  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  to  be  recovered  by 
petition,  bill,  or  plaint  or  information,  in  any  Court  proper 
to  try  the  same  ;  and  either  of  said  Committee  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  empowered  to  prosecute  the  breach  or  breaches 
of  this  act. 

Whereas  the  article  of  Lead  is  wanted  in  this  Colony  for 
the  publick  use ;  in  order  to  provide  the  same,  it  is 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the 
respective  Towns  in  this  Colony  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered  and  directed,  forthwith  to  purchase  such  Lead- 
weights  and  other  implements  of  Lead,  as  well  as  all  the  bar 
and  old  Lead,  except  sheet  Lead  on  buildings,  as  also  all 
Shot  that  shall  be  found  in  the  hands  of  particular  persons 
in  this  Colony,  at  a  reasonable  price,  for  the  use  of  this  Co- 
lony, and  certify  the  quantity  by  them  obtained,  and  price 
agreed  on,  to  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table,  who  shall  draw 
orders  on  the  Treasurer  in  favour  of  such  Selectmen  for  the 
payment  thereof;  and  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table  shall 
certify  the  several  quantities  so  obtained  in  each  Town  to  his 
Honour  the  Governour,  that  the  same  may  be  by  him  and 
the  Council  of  Safety  ordered  and  disposed  of  to  the  several 
Towns  which  are  deficient,  or  to  publick  use,  as  they  shall 
direct. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall  refuse  to  sell  and  deliver  such  Lead  in  their  cus- 
tody to  said  Selectmen,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  civil  au- 
thority, on  application  made  by  the  Selectmen,  to  grant 
proper  warrants  for  impressing  the  same  for  the  use  of  this 
Colony,  to  be  paid  for  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  procure  Tin  Kettles  and  Iron  Hollow-ware  for  the  use 
of  the  Battalions  of  Foot  ordered  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony, 
do  likewise  purchase  two  suitable  Wash-Kettles  for  each  of 
the  Companies  in  the  Battalions  aforesaid,  and  deliver  the 
same  to  the  Commissary-General,  or  his  Deputy,  for  the 
use  of  said  Battalions. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly,  holden  at  Hartford  on 
the  second  Thursday  of  May  last,  did  agree  with  Thomas 
Bidwell,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  to  manufacture  Sul- 
phur in  and  for  this  Colony  ;  and  whereas  those  persons  on 
whose  E^slates  the  Ore  of  Sulphur  may  be  found  may  not  be 
willing  to  permit  such  Ores  to  he  dug  up  and  raised  without 
difficulty  and  delay  :  which  to  prevent, 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Daniel  Braincrd,  Dyer 
Throop,  -dndJabez  Chapman,  Esqs.,  or  either  two  of  them, 
be  a  Committee,  with  full  power  speedily  to  agree  with  any 
person  or  pei-sons  in  whose  lands  or  estate  such  Ore  of  Sul- 
phur may  be  found,  for  liberty  to  dig  and  use  such  Ores, 
for  a  reasonable  rent ;  and  in  case  they  shall  not  be  able 
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speedily  to  make  such  agreement,  said  Committee  are  au- 
thorized and  empowered,  by  writing  under  tlioir  hands,  to 
authorize  and  empower  the  said  Thomas  Bidwell,  or  his 
servants,  to  enter  upon  such  lands  or  estate,  and  dig,  take, 
and  use  such  Ore  of  Sulphur  therein  found,  he  allowing  and 
paying  such  rent  for  the  same  as  said  Committee  shall  judge 
just  and  reasonable ;  and  such  writing  shall  be  taken  and 
deemed  as  sufficient  in  law  to  enable  the  said  Thomas  Bid- 
well to  use  and  improve  such  Ores,  or  mines  of  Sulphur 
Ore,  for  and  during  the  term  therein  mentioned,  as  a  lease, 
in  writing,  under  their  hands,  of  tlie  owner  or  owners  of  such 
estate,  would  be. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly,  holden  at  Hartford  in 
May  last,  did  appoint  Colonel  Joshua  Porter  to  procure 
twenty  Iron  Pots  and  Receivers,  for  the  use  of  Thomas  Bid- 
well,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  Sulphur 
for  the  benefit  of  this  Colony,  and  said  Porter  being  unable 
to  attend  to  said  business : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Major  Nathaniel  Terry 
be,  and  he  is,  appointed  instead  of  said  Colonel  Porter,  to 
procure  said  Pots  and  Receivers,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
and  deliver  the  same  to  said  Thomas  Bidtvell. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Joseph  Hopkins,  Esq., 
Mr.  Isaac  Doolittle,  Captain  Elisha  Childs,  Colonel  Samuel 
Chapman,  and  Captain  Henry  Allyn,  be  a  Committee,  se- 
verally or  in  conjunction,  to  search  after  Lead  Mines  in  this 
Colony,  and  inform  his  Honour  the  Governourof  any  disco- 
very they  shall  make,  that  he  may  state  the  same  to  the 
President  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Represeii- 
tatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  there  be  forthwith  imprinted  the  sum  of  Fifty 
Thousand  Pounds,  Bills  of  Credit  on  th.is  Colony,  equal  to 
lawful  money,  of  suitable  denominations,  from  six  Pence, 
•  lawful  money,  to  forty  Shillings,  inclusive,  and  of  the  same 
tenor  with  the  late  impressions  of  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Co- 
lony, without  interest,  payable  at  or  before  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1782,  dated  the  19th  day  of  June,  1776;  and  Ja- 
bez  Hamlin,  William  Pitkin,  George  Wyllys,  Elisha  Wil- 
liams, Benjamin  Payne,  Thomas  Seymour,  and  Jesse  Root, 
Esquires,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  appointed  a  Committee 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  to  take  care  said  Bills  are  imprint- 
ed with  all  convenient  speed,  and  to  sign  and  deliver  the 
same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  taking  his  receipt 
therefor;  and  either  one  of  said  Committee  signing  the  said 
Bills  of  the  denomination  of  six  Shillings  and  under,  and 
any  two  signing  the  other  Bills,  shall  be  sufficient ;  and  said 
Committee  shall  be  sworn  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  their 
trust ;  and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  out  said 
Bills  according  to  the  orders  of  this  Assembly. 

And  for  providing  an  ample  and  sufficient  Fund  to  call  in, 
sink,  and  discharge  the  aforesaid  sum,  to  be  emitted  as  afore- 
said : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  a  tax  of 
seven  Pence  on  the  Pound  be,  and  is  hereby,  granted  and 
ordered  to  be  levied  on  all  the  Polls  and  Rateable  Estate 
in  this  Colony,  according  to  the  list  thereof,  to  be  brought 
in  to  this  Assembly  in  October,  1779,  with  the  additions ; 
which  tax  shall  be  collected  and  paid  in  to  the  Colony  Trea- 
sury by  the  last  day  of  December,  1781  ;  which  tax  may  be 
discharged  by  paying  any  of  the  Bills  emitted  by  order  of 
this  Assembly,  or  Continental  Bills,  or  lawful  Money  ;  and 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed 
to  send  out  his  warrants  for  collecting  said  tax  accord- 
ingly. 

Upon  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer 
on  the  differing  Votes  of  the  Houses  on  the  Memorial  of  the 
Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  Town  of  Norwich,  con- 
cerning the  Brig  Nancy  and  her  Cargo,  brought  into  Nor- 
wich in  July  last,  reporting  to  this  Assembly  that  the  said 
brig  and  cargo  were  the  property  of  one  Joshua  Wimlow, 
late  of  Boston,  deceased  ;  that  the  said  Joshua  was,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  a  person  reputed  to  be  an  enemy  to 
this  country ;  that  the  property  of  said  brig  and  cargo,  on 
the  death  of  said  Joshua,  vested  in  his  widow  and  children, 
as  heirs  at  law  ;  that  the  said  widow,  Hannah  Winslow,  also 
has  the  character  of  an  enemy  to  this  country ;  that  the  said 
brig  came  into  Stonington  about  the  beginning  of  July  last, 
when  she  was  secured  by  order  of  some  gentlemen  in  Nor- 
vtich,  who  sent  Captain  Robert  Niks,  and  he  took  some 


others  with  him,  and  brought  her  to  Norwich,  to  prevent 
her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  then  in  Boston ; 
that  Captain  Niles  was  not  then  in  the  service  of  this 
Colony ;  that  said  brig  was  laid  up  in  Norwich,  and  her 
cargo  secured  there  on  the  18th  day  of  July  last  by  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  and  Inspection  in  Norwich, 
where  the  same  are  still  kept ;  that  Messrs.  Lrael  Dodge  and 
Company,  of  Salem,  having  a  considerable  demand  on  the 
estate  of  said  deceased,  brought  their  action  for  the  same  in 
the  County  Court  of  Nexv- London,  against  the  administra- 
tors of  said  estate,  and  served  their  writ  by  leaving  copies 
thereof  with  the  persons  who  have  said  molasses  in  posses- 
sion, and  said  suit  is  yet  depending  iu  the  law,  and  the 
administrators  are  supposed  to  be  gone  with  the  enemy  from 
Boston  to  Halifax ;  tiiat  said  brig  is  lying  at  the  wharf, 
and  cannot  be  kept  out  of  a  perishing  condition,  and  that 
the  molasses  is  an  article  greatly  wanted  by  the  inhabitants 
in  this  Colony,  and  is  in  a  perishing  condition. 

Which  Report  being  accepted  and  approved  as  on  file. 
Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Committee  of  In- 
spection of  the  Town  of  Norwich  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized  and  empowered,  by  themselves  or  such  person 
or  persons  as  they  shall  appoint,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the 
said  Brig  Nancy  and  her  Appurtenances  and  Cargo,  at  the 
just  value  thereof,  to  the  best  advantage ;  said  Molasses 
to  be  sold  to  householders,  or  such  persons  as  will  dispose 
thereof  to  householders,  at  a  reasonable  price.  Said  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection  to  render  an  account  of  sales  of  said 
Brig  and  Appurtenances  and  Cargo  to  this  Assembly,  and 
deposite  the  avails  thereof  in  the  Colony  Treasury,  there  to 
be  kept,  ready  to  be  responded  so  much  thereof  to  said 
Dodge  and  Company  as  they  shall  recover  for  debt  and 
costs  on  their  demand  aforesaid,  and  the  remainder  to  such 
persons  as  shall  show  to  this  Assembly  their  just  claim  or 
title  to  the  same. 

Whereas  information  hath  been  made  to  this  Assembly 
by  Amos  Bams,  Daniel  Hill,  and  James  Stoddard,  three 
of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  in  Farmington,  that  Thomas 
Brooks,  of  said  Farmington,  a  Lieutenant  of  the  Nineteenth 
Company  in  the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  hath  openly  professed 
before  said  Committee  that  he  could  not  satisfy  himself  that 
the  Colonies  could  be  justified  in  their  present  measures, 
and  that  he  could  not  join  with  them  against  Great  Britain, 
or  against  the  King,  and  that  he  is  unfit  to  sustain  any 
military  office: 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Colonel  John  Pitkin 
and  Colonel  Thomas  Belden  be  a  Committee  to  call  said 
Brooks  before  them,  and  examine  into  the  matters  alleged 
in  said  complaint  or  information,  and  report  make  of  what 
they  shall  find,  with  their  opinion  thereon,  to  this  or  the  next 
General  Assembly,  and  that  iu  the  mean  time  he  be,  and 
is  hereby,  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  his  office  of  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Company  aforesaid. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nour be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  and  desired  to  employ 
a  suitable  pereon  to  ride  post  from  this  Colony  to  Albany, 
and  to  any  further  or  more  northern  place  or  stage  as  shall 
be  necessary  and  his  Honour  shall  direct,  to  carry  and  bring 
letters  and  intelligence  for  the  year  ensuing,  or  until  this 
Assembly  or  his  Honour  and  the  Committee  of  Safety  shall 
otherwise  order. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Gold  Selleck  Silliman,  Esq., 
to  be  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  of  Hoi-se  in  this  Colony,  as 
established  by  this  Assembly  in  May  last. 

Thomas  Seymour,  Esq.,  to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
Regiment  of  Horse,  establisiied  as  aforesaid. 

Captain  William  Hart  to  be  Major  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment of  Horse,  established  as  aforesaid. 

William  Hillhouse,  Esq.,  to  be  Major  of  the  Second  Re- 
giment of  Horse,  established  as  aforesaid. 

Daniel  Starr  to  be  Major  of  the  Third  Regiment  of 
Horse,  established  as  aforesaid. 

Captain  Ebenezer  Backus  to  be  Major  of  the  Fourth  Re- 
giment of  Horse,  established  as  aforesaid. 

Captain  Elisha  Sheldon,  of  Salisbury,  to  be  Major  of  the 
Fifth  Regiment  of  Horse,  established  as  aforesaid. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  William  Brattle,  of  Pittsfeld,  in 
the  County  of  Berkshire  and  Province  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  showing  to  this  Assembly  that,  in  November  last  past, 
he  purchased  two  hogsheads  of  Rum  and  two  barrels  of 
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Sugar  in  tliis  Colony,  and  left  the  same  in  the  store  of  Justus 
Riley,  of  Weathcrsficld,  praying  for  liberty  to  transport  the 
same  out  of  this  Colony,  &c.,  as  per  Memorial  on  file: 

Resolved  by  (his  Assembly,  That  the  said  Brattle  have 
liberty,  and  liberty  is  hereby  granted  to  the  said  Brattle,  to 
transport  the  said  two  hogsheads  of  Rum  and  two  barrels  of 
Sugar  out  of  this  Colony  to  the  said  Town  of  Pittsjickl,  the 
late  embargo  passed  in  this  Assembly  notwithstanding. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Timothy  Scranton,  showing  that 
his  son  came  home  from  the  Army  and  remained  grievously 
sick  for  the  space  of  twelve  weeks,  his  said  son  being  a 
soldier  in  Colonel  Ward's  Regiment ;  that  his  said  son  has 
received  no  wages  during  the  time  of  his  said  sickness,  and 
he  was  put  to  considerable  expense  in  restoring  him  to 
health  ;  and  praying  for  relief,  Sic: 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Committee  of  Pay- 
Table  do  adjust  the  account  of  wages  and  expenses  of  the 
IMemorialist's  said  son,  and  allow  what  they  may  judge  just 
and  reasonable,  and  give  order  for  payment  thereof  u])on  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Colony. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Gershom  Clark,  of  Lebanon,  re- 
presenting that  in  the  battle  on  Bunker-Hill,  17th  o(  June, 
1775,  being  a  soldier  in  General  Futnam's  Regiment,  he  re- 
ceived a  shot  through  his  body,  by  which  he  was  dangerously 
wounded,  and  has  been  and  is  thereby  unable  to  labour  at 
his  trade  or  otherwise  for  the  support  of  himself  and  family, 
and  praying  for  an  allowance  towards  his  support,  as  per 
Memorial  on  file  : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  thirty  Pounds  be  granted 
to  said  Memorialist  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  and  the 
Treasurer  is  hereby  ordered  to  pay  the  same  accordingly. 


Upon  the  Memorial  of  Grace  Meigs,  of  Middletoum, 
praying  for  the  wages  of  her  husband.  Return  Jonathan 
Meigs,  as  a  Major  in  the  service  of  this  Colony  from  the 
1st  (lay  of  Sej)te7nbcr  last  to  the  1st  day  of  June,  instant,  he 
being  detained  a  prisoner-of-war  at  (^uebeck,  &.c.,  as  per 
Memorial  on  file : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Committee  of  Pay- 
Table  make  up  and  adjust  an  account  of  the  wages  of  the 
said  Major  Return  Jonathan  Meigs,  until  the  1st  day  of 
June,  instant,  and  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  the  balance 
that  shall  be  found  due  thereon,  to  be  paid  to  the  Memo- 
rialist accordingly. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Joseph  Gilbert,  of  Glasgow,  in  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  showing  to  this  Assembly 
that,  in  the  month  of  January  last,  he  and  one  William 
Thompson,  of  said  Glasgoiv,  purchased  at  Middletovm  of 
Richard  Alsop,  Esq.,  since  deceased,  three  hundred  and 
thirty  gallons  of  New- England  Rum,  and  at  tiie  same  time 
purchased  of  one  Stephen  Ranny  fifteen  bushels  of  Salt, 
with  intent  to  transport  said  goods  to  said  Glasgow,  and 
praying  for  liberty  to  carry  said  goods  out  of  this  Colony,  as 
per  Memorial  on  file : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Memorialist  have 
liberty,  and  liberty  is  hereby  granted  to  him,  to  transport 
said  three  hundred  and  thirty  gallons  of  New-England 
Rum  and  fifteen  bushels  of  Salt  from  said  Middletown  to 
said  Glasgow,  anything  in  said  act  of  Assembly  notwith- 
standing. 

This  Assembly  is  adjourned  by  Proclamation,  &tc.,  until 
his  Honour  the  Governour,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Deputy- 
Govemour,  shall  see  cause  to  call  it  to  meet  again. 


KING    AND    QUEEN    COUNTY   (vIRGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  held  for  King  and  Queen  County,  June 
14th,  1776,  present  a  majority  of  Members. 

Philip  Rootes,  who  was  summoned  by  a  former  Resolu- 
tion of  this  Cominittee,  as  a  person  suspected  to  be  inimical 
to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America,  this  day  appeared, 
and  voluntarily  agreed  to  deliver  up  his  Arms. 

William  Graham,  Benjamin  Robinson,  and  Thomas  Cor- 
bin,  who  were  summoned  to  attend  this  Committee,  as  per- 
sons susjjccted  to  be  inimical  to  the  rights  and  libeilies  of 
America,  this  day  appeared,  and  the  oath  prescribed  by  a 
Resolution  of  the  last  Convention  being  tendered  to  them, 
they  refused  to  take  the  same.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that 
they  be  disarmed. 

Thomas  Metcalfe  was  summoned  to  attend  this  Com- 
mittee, as  a  person  suspected  to  be  inimical  to  the  rights 
of  America ;  which  he  failing  to  do,  it  is  therefore  ordered 
that  he  be  disarmed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Sergeant  of  this  Committee  do  wait 
on  the  afore-named  persons  to  receive  their  Arms  and  Am- 
munition, which  are  to  be  applied  as  directed  by  the  General 
Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Committee  do  transmit 
a  copy  of  the  above  proceedings  to  Mr.  Purdie,  with  a  re- 
quest to  him  to  publish  them  in  his  Gazette. 

Richard  Tunstall,   Clerk. 
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E.    JOHNSON    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Lower  Marlborough,  June  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  When  last  in  Annapolis,  in  conversation 
with  one  of  your  honourable  members,  (Mr.  Ramsay,)  I  said 
I  was  informed  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  County 
near  to  the  cliffs,  that  the  cliffs  were,  in  places,  full  of  a  sa- 
line matter  that  they  took  to  be  saltpetre,  in  a  native  state ; 
and  I  promised  to  examine  therein  on  my  return.  I  have 
been  under  those  cliffs,  and  find  saline  matter  in  some  parts 
in  great  abundance,  of  a  vitriolick  alum  in  our  taste,  but  have 
made  no  experiments  therewith  yet,  from  the  calls  of  my 
profession  hindering  me ;  but  on  the  cliffs  at  Mr.  Holland's, 
about  three  miles  below  this  town,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Patuxent  River,  we  have  discovered  a  salt  quick,  and  the 
earth  very  strongly  impregnated  with  common  salt,  inso- 
much that  a  tub  of  that  earth  being  put  up,  and  water  run 
through  it,  as  they  draw  off  lye  from  ashes  or  nitrous  earth, 
is  so  rich  as  to  yield,  by  boiling,  a  fourteenth  part  of  its  quan- 
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tity,  good  clear  fine  salt,  as  you  may  see  by  the  small  sam- 
ple I  have  sent  you  by  Mr.  Peregrine  Fitzhugh. 

Various  are  the  opinions  how  this  is  produced.  Doctor 
James  Bate  says,  as  it  is  on  the  east  side,  and  exposed  to 
the  most  violent  heat  of  the  sun  in  the  afternoon,  he  believes 
it  to  be  no  more  than  from  the  spray  of  the  sea  meeting 
this  cliff,  and  the  sun  exhaling  the  mere  moist,  whilst  the 
saline  particles  are  left  behind  and  retained  in  the  earth  for 
about  four  inches  deep.  I  am  of  a  contrary  opinion,  as  the 
water  of  the  river  is  only  brackish  at  that  place,  none  salt 
ever  being  there  or  within  twelve  miles  of  it,  and  think 
that  the  earth  is  impregnated  with  salt  in  a  native  state, 
which  is  perpetually  oozing,  and  the  sun  exhales  the  moist 
and  fixes  the  saline  particles  behind.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it 
is  a  valuable  discovery,  and  the  tenants  on  that  land  can 
easily  get  whatever  salt  they  may  want,  and  now  only  re- 
pine that  it  was  not  discovered  early  enough  to  salt  up  fish 
with,  which  are  caught  there  in  the  spring  in  great  abun- 
dance. 

The  saltpetre  manufactory  under  my  supervisorship,  I  have 
the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  improves  much ;  and  though 
we  were  so  unsuccessful  in  the  first  eight  hogsheads  of  earth 
we  drew  lye  from  as  to  get  nothing  when  last  at  Annapolis, 
other  earth  has,  in  the  last  three  weeks,  given  us  between 
fifteen  and  eighteen  pounds  of  pure  crude  nitre ;  but  expect 
in  a  week  or  two  more  to  have  drawn  off  the  lye,  Sic,  from 
all  the  earth  I  have  there  in  a  proper  state,  and  shall  then 
proceed  to  lay  in  my  shed  this  earth  that  has  been  drawn 
off,  trash  tobacco,  lime,  brickdust,  &,c.,  as  a  matrix,  to  re- 
ceive more  against  the  fall. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  Honours'  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  Johnson. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


BENTON    HARRIS    TO    MAJOR    GIST. 

In  Committee,  June  14,  1776. 

Sir:  We  recommend  to  your  favour  the  bearer  hereof, 
Mr.  William  Broum,  being  a  person  well  attached  to  the 
common  cause  of  America,  and  has  been  very  useful  to  the 
Militia  of  this  County  ;  he  will  make  his  intentions  known 
to  you. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
servants.     Per  order  of  the  Committee : 

Benton  Harris,  Chairman. 
To  Major  Mordecai  Gist. 
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MARYLAND    COUNCIL  OF    SAFETY  TO  JESSF.   HOLLINGSWOKTH. 
[No.  23.]  Aiinapofis,  June  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  have  received  your  letters  with  regard  to  the 
vessels  sunk  at  Whetstone  Point ;  and  although  you  decline 
acting  in  your  fii-st  letter,  we  are  pleased  to  find  you  have 
since  accepted  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you  by  the  Council 
of  Safety ;  and  we  find  by  your  last  letter  that  you  have,  in 
part,  executed  the  same,  by  raising  several  of  the  vessels. 
You  are  desirous  of  having  some  further  instructions  about 
repairing  and  valuing  the  vessels  after  they  are  raised :  we 
must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
Convention,  (page  13,)  where  you  will  see  what  we  are 
directed  to  do;  and  also  we  refer  to  our  former  instruc- 
tions, by  which  you  are  requested,  after  raising  the  vessels, 
to  cause  them  to  be  rigged  and  put  in  the  same  state  ihey 
were  in  before  they  were  sunk,  as  soon  as  may  be;  and 
then  you,  or  any  two  of  you,  are  to  cause  them  severally  to 
be  re-appraised,  on  oath,  by  persons  you  may  appoint ;  to 
which  we  shall  add  nothing  further  at  present,  only  request 
you  to  advise  with  Captain  Nicholson  in  all  your  proceed- 
ini's,  and  to  take  care  your  men  appointed  be  free  from  any 
partiality  or  just  objection,  and  that  they  make  regular  re- 
turns of  appraisement  to  us.  We  doubt  not  you  will  do 
what  is  right,  and  then  the  owners  cannot  complain  ;  or  if 
they  do,  their  unjust  allegations  will  be  little  attended  to, 
we  believe,  by  the  Convention  who  are  shortly  to  meet. 
We  are,  &.c. 

To  Mr.  Jesse  Hollingsworth. 


MABTLAND    COUNCIL   OF    SAFETY   TO   THEIR   DELEGATES    IN 

CONGRESS. 
[No.  24.]  Annapolis,  June  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Your  favour  of  the  11th  instant,  we  re- 
ceived at  ten  o'clock  this  morning.  We  have  already  com- 
plied with  almost  everything  you  requested,  and  we  wish 
we  had  time  to  collect  the  fair  and  uninfluenced  sense  of 
our  people  on  the  most  important  point  of  Independence, 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Convention  ;  but  as  the  assembling 
of  that  body  is  already  fixed  on  the  20th  of  this  month,  it 
will  be  impossible  to  make  the  necessary  inquiry  before  that 
time.  We  presume  the  first  business  of  the  Convention 
will  be  regulating  the  movement  of  the  Militia,  and  that,  if 
necessary,  in  the  mean  time  the  several  Committees  of  Ob- 
servation may  be  directed  fairly  to  collect  the  sense  of  the 
Province  on  the  subject  of  Independence,  and  make  report 
thereof  to  the  Convention.  Any  mode  their  Representa- 
tives may  think  proper  to  point  out  would  be  better  relished 
by  the  people  than  for  us  to  put  them  into  a  violent  ferment, 
in  a  way  that  might  not  be  approved  of.  It  is  a  point  of 
great  magnitude,  and  we  think  it  best  (the  shortness  of  the 
time  considered)  to  leave  it  untouched  until  the  meeting  of 
the  Convention  on  Thursday  next.  Mr.  Paca,  no  doubt, 
is  with  you  before  now.  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Goldsbo- 
rovgh  are  still  with  their  families,  we  hear.  We  wish  to 
have  you  all  down  when  the  grand  question  is  decided.  We 
leave  it,  however,  to  yourselves  to  judge  whether  you  can 
be  spared  from  Congress,  and  hope  whatever  is  done  will 
be  generally  agreed  to. 

From  the  Virginia  paper  we  learn  that  Clinton  left  Cape 
Fear  with  his  troops  on  the  '29th  of  May.  This  comes  to 
that  Colony  by  express,  in  a  letter  from  General  Lee  to  their 
Convention.  General  Howe's  house  was  burnt,  and  some 
of  his  domesticks  ill-treated.  No  other  damage  of  conse- 
quence, says  the  paper.  And  Clinton  published  a  Procla- 
mation warning  the  people  o(  JSorth- Carolina  to  flee  from 
the  wrath  that  was  hereafter  to  come  upon  them,  and  ex- 
horting them  to  return  to  duty.  Where  he  is  gone,  is  not 
ascertained.  The  paper  says  that  the  prevailing  opinion 
is,  they  are  gone  to  the  southward.  General  Lee  writes  he 
thinks  they  are  coming  round  to  Virginia.  If  they  are 
coming  this  way,  we  shall  soon  hear  of  them,  and  will  let 
you  know.     We  are,  &.c. 

To  the  Delegates  for  Maryland  in  Congress. 


Mr.  McKean  delivered  in  at  the  Chair  a  certified  co[)y  of 
a  Resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  15th  of  May  last,  which 
was,  by  order,  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  In  Congress,  May  15,  1776. 

"  Whereas  his  Britannick  Majesty,  in  connection  with 
the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  has,  by  a  late 
Act  of  Parliament,  excluded  the  inhabitants  of  these  United 
Colonies  from  the  protection  of  his  Crown:  And  whereas 
no  answer  whatever  to  the  humble  Petitions  of  the  Colo- 
nies for  redress  of  grievances  and  reconciliation  with  Great 
Britain,  has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be  given,  but  the  whole 
force  of  that  Kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries,  is  to  be 
exerted  for  the  destruction  of  the  good  people  of  these  Co- 
lonies: And  whereas  it  appears  absolutely  irreconcilable  to 
reason  and  good  conscience  for  the  people  of  these  Colonies 
now  to  take  the  oaths  and  affirmations  necessary  for  the 
support  of  any  Government  under  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  and  it  is  necessary  that  the  exercise  of  every  kind 
of  authority  under  the  said  Crown  should  be  totally  sup- 
pressed, and  all  the  power  of  Government  exerted  under  the 
authority  of  the  people  of  the  Colonies,  for  the  preservation 
of  internal  peace,  virtue,  and  good  order,  as  well  as  for  the 
defence  of  their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  against  the 
hostile  invasions  and  cruel  depredations  of  their  enemies: 
Therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective 
Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  United  Colonies,  where 
no  Government  sufficient  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs 
has  been  hitherto  established,  to  adopt  such  Government  as 
shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  constitu- 
ents in  particular,  and  America  in  general. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and, 

On  motion.  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  this  House  do 
approve  of  the  said  Resolution  of  Congress. 

Saturday,  June  15,  P.  M. 

Whereas  it  is  become  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety, 
protection,  and  happiness  of  the  good  people  of  this  Colony, 
forthwith  to  establish  some  authority  adequate  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  their  affairs,  until  a  new  Government  can  be 
formed:  And  whereas  the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
in  this  Assembly  met,  alone  can,  and  ought  at  this  time,  to 
establish  such  temporary  authority : 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  all  persons  holding  any 
office,  civil  or  military,  in  this  Colony,  on  the  13th  day  of 
June  instant,  may,  and  shall  continue  to  execute  the  same, 
in  the  name  of  the  Government  of  the  Counties  of  JVcw- 
castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  upon  Delaivare,  as  they  used  le- 
gally to  exercise  it  in  the  name  of  the  King,  until  a  new 
Government  shall  be  formed,  agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  15th  oi  May  last. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

James  Booth,  Cleric  of  Assembly. 


DELAWARE     assembly. 


In  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  Counties  o( New- 
castle, Kent,  and  .Sussex,  upon  Delaware,  at  Newcastle, 
Friday,  June  14,  1776,  A.  M.: 


PRESIDENT  or  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  June  14,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  extremely  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
assure  you  that  the  several  mattei-s  referred  to  Congress  in 
your  letters,  will  receive  a  speedy  determination.  With 
great  pleasure  I  shall  transmit  you  the  result  as  soon  as  1 
am  ordered.  I  enclose  to  you  at  this  time  sundry  impor- 
tant resolves,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  attention. 

You  will  there  perceive  that  Congress  have  ordered  nine 
thousand  dollars  to  be  advanced  to  Colonel  Hand,  which 
you  will  please  to  direct  to  be  paid  iiim  out  of  the  military 
chest  at  New-York.  This  money  is  to  be  stopped  out  of 
the  pay  of  the  regiment. 

The  establishing  a  War  Office  is  a  new  and  great  event 
in  the  history  of  America,  and  will  doubtless  be  attended 
with  peculiar  advantages,  when  properly  conducted  and  in- 
spected. I  hope  the  Committee  will  be  ready  in  a  few 
days  to  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  duty.  You  will 
see  the  outlines  of  this  office  in  the  enclosed  resolves.  Some 
further  regulations,  it  is  more  than  probable,  will  be  neces- 
sary in  the  course  of  time.  The  Congress  have  only  laid 
a  foundation  at  present;  it  still  remains,  in  a  great  measure. 
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to  erect  a  system  of  rules  and  laws  that  will  enable  us  to 
carry  on  military  operations  with  more  knowledge,  certain- 
ty, and  despatch. 

I  have  paid  Captain  Gner  six  hundred  dollars,  agreeable 
to  the  order  of  Congress,  which  you  will  please  to  direct  the 
Paymaster  to  deduct  on  settlement. 

The  shameful  inactivity  of  our  fleet  for  some  time  past ; 
the  frequent  neglect  or  disobedience  of  orders  in  Commo- 
dore Hopkins ;  the  numberless  complaints  exhibited  to  the 
Marine  Committee  against  him,  and  also  against  Captains 
Saltonstall  and  Whippk,  have  induced  the  Congress,  in 
consequence  of  a  representation  from  the  Marine  Commit- 
tee, to  order  them  to  repair  immediately  to  this  city,  to 
answer  for  their  conduct.  I  have  accordingly  written  them 
to  set  out  on  the  receipt  of  my  letters,  and  to  repair  here  by 
land  as  fast  as  possible.  I  hope  soon  to  have  our  ships  on 
a  more  respectable  footing.  No  efforts  of  mine  shall  be 
wanting  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  event. 

I  have  sent  the  resolves  to  the  Convention  o( New-York 
which  relate  to  them.  The  prohibition  on  salted  beef  and 
pork,  I  have  given  orders  to  be  printed  in  all  the  papers  to 
the  eastward. 

The  resolves  respecting  the  Indians,  I  must  ask  the  fa- 
vour of  you  to  forward  to  General  Schuyler,  with  such 
directions  as  you  shall  judge  necessary. 

I  am  to  inform  you  that  the  Congress  have  appointed 
Ebenezer  Hancock,  Esq.,  Deputy  Paymaster-General  for 
the  Eastern  Department.  A  carriage,  with  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  pay  of  the  troops  in  that 
department,  will  set  out  to-morrow. 

June  16. — A  wagon,  with  about  twenty-two  thousand 
dollars  in  silver  and  a  quantity  of  Continental  money,  will 
set  out  to-morrow  morning  for  Canada.  I  have  given  di- 
rections to  call  on  you  at  New-  York,  and  must  request  you 
will  order  a  guard  to  proceed  with  it  as  fast  as  possible  the 
rest  of  the  way. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 


humble  servant. 


John  Hancock,  President. 


ings,  journals,  state  of  all  the  ships,  those  in  and  out  of  port, 
state  of  the  stores  of  every  kind,  provisions,  list  of  the  effec- 
tive and  non-effective  men,  and,  in  short,  everything  rela- 
tive to  the  ships  under  your  conmiand. 

As  your  presence  is  immediately  necessary  here,  I  again 
repeat  that,  on  receipt  of  this,  and  as  soon  as  you  can  pre- 
pare, you  proceed  by  land  to  this  city,  here  to  await  the 
further  orders  of  Congress. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Esek  Hopkins,  Esq.,   commanding   the    Continental 
ships  at  Newport  or  elsewhere. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

I  request  the  favour  you  will  please  to  give  the  necessary 
orders  to  the  commanding  officer  in  the  Eastern  Depart- 
ment, and  to  my  brother,  respecting  the  payment  of  the 
troops. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    COMMODORE    HOPKINS, 

Philadelphia,  June  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  Notwithstanding  the  repeated  efforts  and  solicitations 
of  the  Marine  Board  to  put  the  Continental  ships  upon  a 
respectable  footing,  and  to  have  them  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice for  which  they  were  originally  designed,  they  are  con- 
strained to  say  that  their  efforts  and  solicitations  have  been 
frustrated  and  neglected  in  a  manner  unaccountable  to  them  ; 
and  in  support  of  their  own  reputation  they  have  been  under 
the  necessity  of  representing  the  state  of  their  Navy  to  Con- 
gress, and  have  informed  them  that  there  has  been  a  great 
neglect  in  the  execution  of  their  orders;  and  that  many  and 
daily  complaints  are  exhibited  to  them  against  some  of  the 
officers  of  tiie  ships,  and  that  great  numbers  of  officers  and 
men  have  left  the  ships  in  consequence  of  ill  usage,  and  have 
applied  to  the  Marine  Board  for  redress.  These,  with  many 
other  circumstances,  have  induced  the  Congress  to  direct 
you  to  repair  to  this  city.  And  in  consequence  of  their 
authority  to  me,  I  hereby  direct  you,  immediately  on  receipt 
of  this,  to  repair  to  the  city  o(  Philadelphia,  and  on  your 
arrival  here  to  give  notice  to  me  as  President  of  the  Marine 
Board.  The  command  of  the  ships  will,  of  course,  devolve, 
in  your  absence,  upon  the  eldest  officer,  to  whom  you  will 
give  the  command,  with  this  direction,  however,  that  he 
take  no  steps  with  respect  to  the  ships  until  further  orders. 
And  I  further  inform  you  that,  by  this  opportunity,  I  write 
to  Captains  Saltonstall  and  Whipple  immediately  to  repair 
to  this  city. 

As  your  conduct  in  many  instances  requires  explanation, 
vou  will  of  course  be  questioned  with  respect  to  your  whole 
proceedings  since  you  left  this  city.  I  give  you  this  notice 
that  you  may  come  prepared  to  answer  for  your  general 
conduct.  You  will  bring  with  you  all  the  instructions  you 
have  hitherto  received  from  the  Naval  or  Marine  Board,  all 
letters  and  papers  relative  to  the  fleet,  and  your  pioceed- 


PRESIDENT    or    CONGRESS    TO    CAPTAIN    SALTONSTALL. 

Philadelphia,  June  14,  1776. 

Sir:  The  present  inactive  state  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Colonies,  the  many  complaints  exhibited  to  the  Ma- 
rine Board  against  some  of  the  officers  of  the  ships,  and  the 
daily  applications  of  both  officers  and  men  who  have  left  the 
fleet  in  consequence  of  very  severe  usage,  have  constrained 
the  Marine  Board  to  make  a  representation  of  our  Naval 
concerns  to  the  Congress,  which  require  a  speedy  reform. 
And  in  order  that  the  true  and  just  reasons  of  this  very 
great  uneasiness  and  inactivity  may  be  fully  investigated,  it 
is  necessary  that  the  officei-s  against  whom  complaints  have 
been  lodged  should  be  fully  heard. 

I  have  it  in  command,  therefore,  from  Congress,  to  direct 
you,  immediately  upon  receipt  of  this,  to  repair  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  by  land,  and  on  your  arrival  here  to  give  no- 
tice to  me  as  President  of  the  Marine  Board.  The  com- 
mand of  the  ship  will  naturally  devolve  upon  the  next 
officer.  And  you  are  to  bring  with  you  an  exact  state  of 
the  ship  under  your  command,  the  list  of  the  men  remain- 
ing, what  number  of  effective  and  non-effective,  the  state 
of  the  stores  of  every  kind  belonging  to  the  ship,  and  every- 
thing relative  to  your  ship. 

As  you  will  be  called  upon  in  general  to  answer  for  your 
conduct  since  you  left  this  city,  1  give  you  this  notice  that 
you  may  come  prepared  for  that  purpose.  1  am  to  repeat 
to  you  that  Congress  expect  your  immediate  compliance 
with  this  order ;  and  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Captain  Dudley  Saltonstall,  of  the  Ship  Alfred. 

(Same  to  Captain  Abraham  Whipple,  of  the  Ship  Columbus.) 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    RICHARD    PETERS. 

Philadelphia,  June  14,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  to  inform  you  that  the  Congress  were  yester- 
day pleased  to  appoint  you  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  War 
and  Ordnance,  with  a  salary  of  eight  hundred  dollars  a  year. 
Should  you  accept  the  office,  you  will  please  to  acquaint 
me  with  it ;  and  that  you  may  enter  upon  your  duty  as  soon 
as  possible,  you  will  apply  to  the  Committee,  who  will  give 
you  the  necessary  directions.  The  gentlemen  on  the  Com- 
mittee are  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Harrison, 
Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Rutledge.  The  nature  and  importance 
of  the  office  are  such  that  the  most  constant  attendance  and 
unremitting  application  are  indispensably  required  in  the 
execution  of  it. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
John  Hancock,  President. 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esq. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS   TO    MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLV. 

Philadelphia,  June  14,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  :  Your  letter  from  the  honour- 
able President  of  the  Council  was  duly  received.  The  De- 
legates of  Massachusetts-Bay,  you  may  depend,  will  pay  all 
the  regard  and  attention  in  their  power  to  the  instructions 
you  are  pleased  to  honour  them  with. 

In  my  letter  of  tiie  4th  of  June,  which  I  hope  came  safe 
to  hand.  I  enclosed  you  sundry  resolves  of  Congress  relative 
to  supplying  a  part  of  your  Militia  for  the  defence  of  the 
common  cause  in  the  present  critical  state  of  our  affairs.  On 
the  1  ]  th  instant,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Congress, 
I  sent  a  second  express  to  the  several  Colonies  that  were  to 
furnish  troops  for  the  defence  of  Nev>-York.    This  last  was 
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sent  in  consequence  of  alarming  intelligence  from  General 
Washington,  of  an  intended  attack  on  that  city  by  General 
Howe,  will)  all  his  forces.  To  the  motives  suggested  in  my 
letter  on  that  occasion,  1  can  only  repeat,  that  it  is  the  only 
measure  that  can  possibly  save  us  from  destruction. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  observe  that  our  afiairs  in  Canada 
are  on  so  bad  a  footing.  In  order,  however,  to  retrieve  our 
misfortunes  in  that  quarter,  a  most  important  step  will  be  to 
supply  our  troops  there  with  as  much  gold  and  silver  as  we 
can  collect.  You  will,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  send  by  ex- 
press, immediately  on  receipt  of  this,  all  the  hard  money  in 
your  possession  to  General  Schuyler,  ov  to  the  Paymaster  in 
Canada,  Mr.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Jun. 

1  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  transmit  herewith  the  sum  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  in  a  small  box,  marked  and  number- 
ed, which  you  will  please  to  use  your  best  endeavours  to 
have  exchanged  for  specie  ;  and  also  the  sum  of  twenty  one 
thousand  dollars,  in  a  small  box,  marked  and  numbered,  for 
the  use  of  the  two  battalions  to  be  raised  in  our  Province, 
which  you  will  please  to  improve  accordingly.  There  are 
in  this  box  Massachusetts  bills  equal  in  value  to  two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  and  three-fourths  dollars, 
as  per  list  enclosed. 

You  will  also  be  pleased  to  procure  hard  money  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  if  possible.  For  any 
sum  above  the  thirty  thousand  now  sent  which  you  may 
collect  in  specie,  your  bills  on  me  shall  be  duly  honoured ; 
or  should  you  be  so  fortunate  as  to  collect  even  more  than 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  hard  money,  your  bills  on 
me  for  such  overplus  shall  also  be  duly  honoured. 

Whatever  further  sum  you  may  collect  after  you  shall 
have  forwarded  all  now  in  your  hands,  you  will  be  pleased 
to  send  immediately  to  Canada,  if  you  should  judge  it  so 
considerable  to  be  worth  the  expense  of  transmitting. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  regard, 
gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock. 
To  the  Honourable  Assembly  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 

The  enclosed  resolutions  respecting  the  prohibition  on  the 
exportation  of  salted  beef  and  pork,  I  request  the  favour  you 
will  be  pleased  to  order  to  be  published  in  all  the  news- 
papers. 

I  have  in  charge  from  Congress  most  earnestly  to  solicit 
your  attention  to  the  article  of  hard  money,  and  to  request 
you  will  issue  such  orders  as  may  be  effectual  for  obtaining  a 
considerable  quantity,  &c.  As  often  as  a  sum  worth  send- 
ing is  in  hand  you  will  please  to  order  it  by  express  to  Ca- 
nada. 

Your  Delegates,  from  the  enhanced  price  of  all  articles 
and  the  increase  of  expenses  in  this  city,  are  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  acquainting  you  that  their  funds  are  exhausted, 
and  to  solicit  your  attention  to  them,  in  ordering  them  such 
sums  of  money  as  you  judge  necessary.  This  is  the  request 
of  the  whole,  by  whose  desire  I  mention  it. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS  TO  WILLIAM    PALrREY. 

Philadelphia,  June  14,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favour  enclosing  your  weekly  Re- 
turn to  the  8th  of  June. 

The  Congress  having  appointed  Ebenezer  Hancock,  Esq., 
Deputy  Paymaster-General  for  the  Eastern  Department,  it 
will  no  doubt  give  you  pleasure  to  find  yourself  relieved  of 
so  considerable  a  part  of  your  burden.  I  forward  to  him  by 
this  opportunity  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  use  of  the  troops  in  that  department. 

It  is  my  opinion  you  had  better  hire  a  clerk  immediately, 
•and  run  the  risk  of  Congress  making  an  allowance  for  him. 
It  is  scarcely  possible  at  this  time  to  get  them  to  determine 
the  matter  for  you.  A  thousand  objects  infinitely  more  im- 
portant press  on  them,  and  demand  an  immediate  attention 
and  decision.  Thus  much  you  may  depend  upon,  I  will 
do  all  in  my  power  to  prevail  with  them  to  make  an  ade- 
quate allowance  for  a  clerk,  if  you  choose  to  employ  one. 
Should  you  incline  to  adopt  my  opinion  on  this  matter,  Mr. 
Winthrop,  whom  I  expect  every  hour,  will  be  as  fit  a  per- 
son as  you  can  find. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
John  Hancock,  President. 
To  miliam  Palfrey,  Esq. 


RICHARD  PETERS,  JUN.,  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  Jane  14,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  much  obliged  by  the  honour  conferred  on  me 
by  the  Congress  in  appointing  me  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
War  and  Ordnance.  I  accept  the  office  with  that  diffidence 
which  must  naturally  strike  a  person  so  unacquainted  with 
the  business  as  I  am.  I  am  conscious  that  the  "  most  con- 
stant attendance  and  unremitting  api)lication  are  indispen- 
sably necessary ;"  and  these,  I  am  determined,  shall  not  be 
wanting,  however  deficient  I  may  be  in  other  respects.  I 
feel  myself  happy  in  being  under  the  direction  of  the  gen- 
tlemen appointed  on  the  Committee,  and  shall  do  myself  the 
honour  of  waiting  on  them  to  take  their  orders  with  regard 
to  my  duty. 

I  am  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Richard  Peters,  Jun. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE    DELEGATES    IN    CONGRESS    TO    MESHECH 
WEARE. 

Philadelphia,  June  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  This  goes  by  the  person  who  carries  the  money, 
mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  which  was  ordered  for  the 
advance  wages  and  defraying  the  charges  of  raising  the 
regiments  to  be  stationed  at  Portsmouth.  The  sum  ordered 
is  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  five  hundred  dollars  of 
which  IVilliam,  Whipple  has  taken,  which  he  desires  may 
be  replaced  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  charged  to  him.  Ten 
thousand  dollars  is  in  a  box  directed  to  you.  There  is  in 
the  same  box  ten  thousand  dollare  for  John  Langdon,  Esq., 
which  please  to  advise  him  of. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vants. 


Josiah  Bartlett. 
William  Whipple. 


To  the  Hon.  Meshech  Weare,  Esq. 


resolve    of    the    MEMBERS    OF    THE    ASSEMBLY    OF    PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

In  Assembly,  June  14,  1776. 

Resolved,  by  the  Members  of  Assembly  now  met,  That 
they  are  earnestly  desirous  of  carrying  into  execution  the 
Resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  Isl  instant ;  but  that  as  they 
despair,  after  repeated  disappointments,  of  procuring  a  quo- 
rum of  the  House,  they  find  themselves  unable  at  this  time 
to  proceed  on  the  said  Resolutions. 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  lay  the  fore- 
going Resolution  before  the  honourable  Congress. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

Abel  Evans,  Clerk  of  Assembly. 


CHESTER    COUNTY    (PENNSYLVANIA)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Chester  County, 

Downingstown,  June  14,  1776. 

Present,  seventy-four  Members.  Major  William,  Evans 
in  the  Chair. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Letter  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Inspection  and  Observation  of  the  City  and  Liberties 
o[  Philadelphia,  dated  the  21st  May  last,  be  read. 

Resolved,  That  there  is  a  necessity  for  a  Provincial  con- 
ference of  Deputies  from  the  Committees  of  Inspection,  fkc. 
of  this  Province  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Thomas,  William  Evans,  Tho- 
mas Hockley,  Caleb  Davis,  Elisha  Price,  Samuel  Fa irlamb, 
William  Montgomery,  Hugh  Lloyd,  Richard  Reyley,  Evan 
Evans,  Lewis  Grotw,  Sketchley  Morton,  and  Thomas  Levis, 
or  any  seven  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  represent  this 
County  in  Provincial  Conference,  to  be  held  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  the  18th  instant. 

On  motion,  adjourned  till  to  morrow,  five  o'clock,  A.  M. 

June  15. — Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  five  Resolves  of  the  honourable  House 
of  Assembly,  of  the  6th  of  April  last,  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting  the  Arms  from  the  Non-Associators,  he,  be 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette  and 
Packet. 
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'^  Extract  from  the  Votes  of  Assembly,  April  6,  1776. 
"Resolved,  Tliat  it  be  earnestly  recommended  by  this 
House  to  all  well-afFected  Non-Associators,  who  are  pos- 
sessed of  good  Arms,  to  deliver  them  to  the  collectors,  here- 
after directed  to  be  chosen,  as  they  regard  the  freedom, 
safety,  and  prosperity  of  their  country. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  freeholders  and  freemen  of  every 
Township,  Borough,  Ward,  and  District,  within  this  Pro- 
vince, qualified  to  vote  for  Members  of  Assembly,  shall  re- 
spectively meet  together  at  some  convenient  place  within 
their  several  Townships,  Boroughs,  Wards,  and  Districts, 
on  the  '25th  day  of  this  month,  and  then  and  there  choose  by 
ballot  three  persons  for  collectoi-s  of  Arms;  which  persons 
so  chosen  shall  meet  the  persons  chosen  by  the  next  two 
adjoining  Townships,  Boroughs,  Wards,  or  Districts ;  and 
the  said  persons,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  collect  and 
receive  all  such  Arms  of  Non-Associators  as  are  fit  for  use, 
or  can  be  conveniently  made  so,  within  their  respective 
Townships,  Boroughs,  Wards,  and  Districts,  and  shall  ap- 
praise, or  cause  the  said  Arms  to  be  appraised,  according  to 
the  true  and  real  value,  which  they  shall  pay  to  the  owners, 
and  then  shall  deposile  the  said  Arms  in  some  dry,  safe,  and 
convenient  place  in  the  several  Townships,  Boroughs,  Wards, 
and  Districts,  subject  to  the  orders  of  Assembly,  or,  in  their 
recess,  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  persons  so  chosen,  or  a  majo- 
rity of  them,  shall  disarm  all  disaffected  persons  before  de- 
scribed, and  shall  appraise,  or  cause  the  Arms  taken  from 
them  to  be  appraised  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  pay  to  the  owners 
the  value  of  such  Arms  as  are  fit  for  use,  or  that  can  be  con- 
veniently made  so,  depositing  all  the  Arms  in  the  manner 
before-mentioned. 

"  Resolved,  That  if  any  Townships,  Boroughs,  Wards, 
or  Districts,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  choose  such  persons  as 
aforesaid,  or  if  the  person  so  chosen  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  perform  the  duties  hereby  required  of  them ;  in  such  case 
the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation,  in  each  Coun- 
ty respectively,  shall  immediately  proceed  to  carry  the  fore- 
going recommendation  of  Congress  effectually  into  execu- 
tion. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  persons  so  chosen  shall  immediately 
make  returns  of  all  Arms  fit  for  use,  or  that  can  conveniently 
be  made  so,  which  they  shall  take,  collect,  or  receive,  with 
the  value  thereof,  to  the  Assembly,  or,  in  their  recess,  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  who  may  draw  orders  for  the  amount 
thereof,  in  favour  of  such  pereons,  on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq., 
Treasurer,  who  is  hereby  required  to  pay  the  same  out  of 
the  moneys  directed  to  be  emitted  by  this  House." 

Resolved,  That  the  Constables  of  the  respective  Town- 
ships in  this  County,  who  have  heretofore  neglected  their 
duty,  do  advertise  the  inhabitants  to  meet  on  Saturday,  the 
29th  instant,  to  choose  suitable  persons  to  proceed  agreeably 
to  the  above  Resolves ;  and  that  such  person  so  chosen  do 
make  report  of  their  proceedings  to  this  Board  at  their  next 
meeting. 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  more  ready  execution  of  the  said 
Resolves  of  Assembly,  this  County  be  divided  into  Districts, 
as  followeth,  viz : 

Chester,  Middletoion,  Nether  Providence,  Ridley,  Darby, 
Springfield ;  Radnor,  Haverford,  Marple ;  Edgmont, 
Upper  Providence,  Newtown;  Willistown,  East  Toxcn, 
Tredyffryn;  Goshen,  East  Whiteland,  West  Whiteland ; 
Charlestown,  Pikeland,  Vincent;  Coventry,  Uwchland, 
East  Nanimill;  West  Bradford,  East  Bradford,  East 
Cain;  Upper  Chichester,  Lotvcr  Chichester,  Bethel ;  Ash- 
ton,  Concord,  Thornbury ;  Birmingham,  West  Toivn, 
Pennsbury ;  Kennet,  New-Garden,  East  Marlborough ; 
Londongrove,  New-London,  London  Britain ;  East  Not- 
tingham, West  Nottingham,  Oxford;  Newlington,  West 
Marlborough,  East  Fallowjield,  West  Fallowfteld,  Sads- 
hury,  Londonderry ;  West  Nantmill,  West  Cain. 

Moved,  That  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  dated 
May  last,  be  read. 

Resolved  thereon.  That  the  respective  Colonels  of  the 
Militia  in  this  County  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  requested, 
without  loss  of  time,  to  make  a  return  to  the  honourable 
Committee  of  Safety  of  the  number  of  Associators  compos- 
ing their  several  Battalions,  and  their  state  and  condition 
with  respect  to  Arms  and  Accoutrements. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

William  Evans,  Chairman. 


ESSEX    COUNTY    (neW-JEKSEy)    COMMITTEE. 

Essex  County  Committee-Chamber, ', 
Newark,  June  14,  1776. 

Whereas  there  was  an  order  of  the  former  County  Com- 
mittee, of  the  12th  of  February  last,  that  no  person  should 
be  allowed  to  move  into  or  settle  within  this  County  with- 
out bringing  a  certificate  from  the  Connnittee  of  the  City, 
Township,  or  County,  from  whence  they  removed,  that  they 
had  signed  the  General  Association  recommended  by  the 
Continental  or  Provincial  Congress  of  New- Jersey,  or  adopt- 
ed by  the  Committee  of  the  District  where  they  resided, 
and  had  in  all  things  behaved  in  a  manner  friendly  to  Ame- 
rican liberty :  And  whereas  sundry  people  have  of  late 
removed  into  this  County,  some  from  the  Province  o(  New- 
York,  and  others  from  the  different  Counties  in  this  Pro- 
vince : 

Resolved,  That  all  such  persons,  so  as  aforesaid  removed 
into  this  County,  be  notified  to  produce  their  certificates  to 
this  Committee  by  the  8th  day  o(  July  next ;  and  that  upon 
their  non-compliance,  they  be  immediately  ordered  out  of 
the  County  to  the  place  from  whence  they  came. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes.     Published  by  order  of  the 

IcHABOD  Burnet,  CUrk. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  15,  1776.     Referred  to  the  Committee  of  War  and  Ordi- 
nance.] 

New- York,  June  14,  1776. 
Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  you  copies  of  a  letter  from 
General  Schuyler  [of  the  10th,]  and  its  several  enclosures, 
which  I  received  since  1  had  the  honour  of  addressing  you 
yesterday.  From  them  you  will  learn  that  General  Thomas 
died  on  the  2d  instant,  and  the  apprehensions  of  our  frontier 
friends  in  this  Colony  that  our  savage  foes  are  meditating 
an  attack  against  them. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  paragraph  in  the  copy 
of  General  Schuyler's  letter  to  General  Putnam,  or  the  com- 
manding officer  here,  enclosed  in  mine  of  the  I3th,  where 
he  requests  a  supply  of  clothing  to  be  sent  for  the  Army 
in  Canada.  As  there  is  but  little  or  no  probability  of  get- 
ting it  here,  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  whether  there  will  be 
any  chance  of  procuring  it  in  Philadelphia;  and  if  it  should 
be  sent  through  the  hands  of  the  Quartermaster  here,  to 
what  account  it  is  to  be  charged. 

I  was  last  evening  favoured  with  yours  of  the  llth  in- 
stant, and  hope  the  two  battalions  which  Congress  have 
ordered  from  Philadelphia  to  the  defence  of  this  place,  will 
come  provided  with  arms ;  if  they  do  not,  they  will  be  of 
no  service,  as  there  are  more  troops  here  already  than  are 
armed. 

From  General  Schuyler's  letter,  he  has  in  view  the  taking 
post  where  Fort  Stanwix  formerly  stood.  I  wrote  him  I 
thought  it  prudent,  previous  to  that,  to  secure  a  post  lower 
down,  about  the  Falls  below  the  German  Flats,  lest  the 
savages  should  possess  themselves  of  the  country,  and  pre- 
vent supplies  of  men  and  provisions  that  may  be  necessary 
to  send  there  in  future.  He  says  he  is  in  want  of  cannon 
and  ammunition  ;  but  has  expressed  himself  so  ambiguously, 
that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  he  meant  what  he  has 
said  as  an  application  or  not,  this  being  the  only  intelligence 
on  the  subject  or  the  first  mention  of  his  want.  I  have 
desired  him  to  explain  the  matter,  and  wished  him,  in  future 
requisitions  for  necessaries,  to  be  more  certain  and  explicit  as 
to  quantity  and  quality.  In  the  mean  time  1  shall  send  him 
some  intrenching  tools,  and  inquire  whether  there  are  any 
cannon  that  can  be  spared  from  hence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  great  esteem, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  President  of  Congress. 

GENERAL    ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  9,  177C. 

(Parole,  .Imioy  )  (CountenijD,  Brrm^wick.) 

It  is  strongly  recommended  to  the  Officers  of  the  different 
Regiments  to  practise  the  salute  with  the  fusee,  and  to  fall 
upon  a  method  of  being  uniforirt  therein,  so  that  all  may 
acquire  one  and  the  same  mode ;  and  the  General  desires 
that  when  the  line  is  turned  out  at  any  encampment,  all 
the  Officers  keep  their  arms  advanced,  and  salute  only  by 
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taking  off  their  hats,  until  they  have  attained  a  more  correct 
jnetiiod  of  saluting  with  their  arms. 

A  Guard  of  one  Sergeant,  one  Corporal,  and  ten  men, 
to  mount  to-morrow  morning  at  Murray's  Magazine.  Mr. 
Norward  will  give  directions  for  placing  the  sentries,  &c. 

Lieutenant  Jacob  Zanck,  of  Colonel  Hand's  Regiment, 
tried  at  the  General  Court-Martial  whereof  Colonel  Nixon 
\s  President,  for  "  insulting  and  abusing  Lieutenant  Zeigler, 
Adjutant  of  said  Regiment,  and  for  behaving  in  an  infa- 
mous, scandalous  manner,  unbecoming  the  officer  and  gen- 
tleman :"  The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  is 
guilty  of  publickly  insulting  Lieutenant  Ztigler,  on  the 
regimental  parade,  and  adjudge  that  Lieutenant  Zanck  ask 
pardon  of  Lieutenant  Zeigler,  in  presence  of  the  officers  of 
die  Battalion,  and  be  reprimanded  by  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Regiment.  The  General  approves  of  the 
above  sentence. 

Giles  Burrow,  of  Captain  Bams's  Company,  in  Colonel 
Nixon's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  Court-Martial  for 
"desertion  and  forging  a  discharge  from  the  Continental 
service,"  is  found  guilty  of  the  same,  and  sentenced  to  receive 
thirty-nine  lashes  on  his  bare  back. 

John  Monney,  of  Captain  Stenrod's  Company,  in  Colonel 
McDovgaWs  Regiment,  tried  at  the  General  Court-Martial 
for  "  desertion,"  is  found  guilty  ;  but  unfairness  having  been 
used  in  inlisting  the  prisoner,  and  his  being  very  ignorant, 
judge  him  to  be  confined  seven  days  on  bread  and  water. 

Gustus  Seely,  of  Captain  HuJCs  Company,  in  Colonel 
Webb's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  Court-Martial  for 
"being  drunk,  and  disobedience  of  orders,  and  insulting 
Mr.  Webb,  Aid-de-Camp  to  General  Putnam,"  is  found 
guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  whipped  thirty-nine  lashes  on 
his  bare  back. 

The  General  approves  of  the  above  sentences,  and  orders 
them  to  be  put  in  execution  at  the  usual  time  and  place. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  10,  1776. 
(Parole,  Bedford.)  (Countersign,  Cumbtrland.) 

The  Brigadier-Generals  are  requested  to  make  their  dif- 
ferent Brigades  perfectly  acquainted  with  their  several  alarm 
posts,  and  that  they  pay  particular  attention  to  the  men's 
arms,  and  see  that  they  are  in  perfect  good  fighiing  order. 

The  Colonels,  or  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments, 
from  which  men  were  taken  to  compose  his  Excellency  the 
Commander-in-Chief's  Guard,  are  not  to  include  them  in 
their  future  Returns  or  Abstracts,  after  the  month  oi March, 
they  being  considered  as  a  distinct  Corps. 

Head-yuarters,  New- York,  June  11,  1776. 
(Parole,  Cambridgt.)  (Countersign,  Dorckfster.) 

A  working  party  of  fifty  men  to  attend  at  the  Laboratory, 
to-morrow  morning,  at  six  o'clock.  The  Assistant  Quar- 
termaster-General will  direct  them  where  to  work. 

Daniel  Clajlin,  of  Captain  Bolster's  Company,  in  Colonel 
Ldtarned's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  General  Court-Martial 
whereof  Colonel  Nixon  is  President,  for  "  desertion,"  is 
found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  whipped  thirty-nine  lashes 
on  his  bare  back. 

William  Camp,  of  Captain  Moore's  Company,  in  Colonel 
Prescott's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  Court-Martial  for 
"  desertion,"  is  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  whipped 
thirty-nine  lashes  on  his  bare  back. 

Ebcnezer  Sawyer,  of  Captain  Moore's  Company,  in  Co- 
lonel Prescott's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  Court-Martial 
for  "  desertion,"  is  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  whip- 
ped twenty  lashes  on  his  bare  back  for  the  same. 

The  General  approves  of  the  above  sentences,  and  orders 
them  severally  to  be  put  in  execution  at  the  usual  time 
and  place. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  12,  1776. 
(Parole,  Dublin.)  (Countersign,  Essex.) 

Colonel  Nixon,  President  of  the  present  sitting  General 
Court-Martial,  being  to  be  called  upon  to  give  evidence 
against  a  prisoner  to  be  tried  this  day  at  said  Court,  is 
tlierefore  (lischarged  from  his  duty  as  President  of  said 
Court,  and  Colonel  Parsons  (the  next  Colonel  in  rota- 
tion) is  to  succeed  him  as  President  of  said  General  Court- 
Martial. 

Colonel  Nixon,  Colonel  Vamum,  and  some  other  Colo- 


nels, in  consequence  of  the  orders  of  the  17th  ultimo,  having 
given  in  a  Return  of  their  Arms  to  the  Adjutant-General's 
office,  about  the  time  General  Gates  set  off  for  Philadelphia, 
and  the  same  having  been  lost  or  overlooked,  were  called 
upon  the  8tli  instant  for  neglect  in  this  particular ;  the  mis- 
take therefore  being  cleared  up,  the  General  does  with  plea- 
sure acquit  them  of  a^breach  of  duty  in  this  instance,  and 
feels  a  satisfaction  in  finding  those  gentlemen  unwilling  to 
labour  under  a  suspicion  of  neglect  of  their  duty.  As  nothin"' 
but  an  attentive  observance  of  orders  can  enable  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief to  govern  troops,  and  preserve  that  regu- 
larity and  discipline  which  is  necessary  to  distinguish  a  well 
conducted  army  from  an  unruly  rabble,  it  is  therefore  hoped 
and  expected  that  officers  of  every  rank  and  denomination 
will  pride  themselves  in  the  execution  of  the  orders  which 
fall  within  their  department  to  obey. 

No  sick  person  is  to  have  leave  of  absence  from  camp 
till  the  Director-General  of  the  Hospital  certifies  the  neces- 
sity of  it,  and  the  length  of  time  requisite  for  such  absence, 
to  the  Biigadier  of  the  Brigade  he  belongs  to,  who  in  that 
case  is  to  grant  the  permission.  All  persons  absent  other- 
wise than  this,  will  be  considered  as  desertei-s,  and  those 
now  out,  to  be  recalled. 


Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  13,  1776. 
(Parole,  Epsom.)  (Countersign,  Fatmovlh.) 

The  party  at  Kiiig's  Bridge  to  be  reinforced  with  one 
Sergeant,  one  Corporal,  and  twenty  men  ;  and  a  Guard  from 
the  above  party  is  to  be  mounted  over  the  cannon  beyond 
King's  Bridge,  who  are  to  be  exceedingly  careful  that  no 
damase  is  done  them. 


Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  14,  1776. 
(Parole,  Falkland.)  (Countersign,  Georgia.) 

The  great  extensiveness  of  the  fortifications  and  works 
requiring  a  greater  number  of  Artillerymen  than  are  at  pre- 
sent in  the  Artillery  Regiment,  the  General,  in  order  to 
remedy  the  deficiency  and  forward  the  service,  directs  that 
four  able-bodied  active  men  be  pitched  upon,  in  each  Com- 
pany of  every  Battalion  now  here,  (the  Riflemen  excepted,) 
lor  the  purpose  above-mentioned. 

These  men  are  to  leave  their  arms,  ammunition,  and 
accoutrements,  in  the  several  Regiments  they  go  from,  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  each  Company.  They  are  to  join 
the  Artillery  Regiment,  and  do  duty  in  that  corps  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Knox,  but  are  to  be  continued  upon 
the  pay  and  muster-rolls  of  their  respective  Regiments. 

These  additional  Artillerymen  are  to  be  delivered  to 
Colonel  Knox,  with  their  necessaries,  at  the  Bowling-Green, 
on  Sunday  morning,  at  six  o'clock.  The  Adjutants  of  the 
different  Regiments  are  to  attend  with  the  men,  and  a  roll 
of  their  names,  at  the  hour  above-mentioned. 

The  Engineers  are  to  take  an  exact  account  of  all  the 
Intrenching  Tools  not  in  the  Quartermaster's  store  in  and 
about  New-  York,  on  Long-Island,  Governour's  Island,  Pau- 
lus-Hook,  and  Home's  Hook ;  they  are  then  to  proportion 
the  tools  to  the  different  works,  and  take  the  receipt  of  the 
overlooker  at  each  place  for  the  number  delivered,  calling 
upon  him  once  a  week  regularly  to  account  for  them.  The 
overlooker  is  to  receive  and  deliver  the  tools  regularly  every 
evening  and  morning,  as  he  will  be  made  accountable  for 
them.  The  Engineers  are  to  consider  this  as  a  standing 
order,  and  invariably  to  pursue  it. 

All  the  Carpenters,  Ship-Carpenters,  and  Joiners,  in  the 
First,  Second,  and  Fourth  Brigades,  with  a  proportion  of 
officers,  to  parade  to-morrow  morning,  at  six  o'clock,  before 
the  Deputy  Quartermaster-General's  Office,  near  the  Liber- 
ty-Pole in  the  Common,  and  there  take  their  orders  from 
the  Quartermaster-General. 

One  Captain  and  fifty  good  axe-men,  with  four  days' 
provisions,  to  parade  at  the  same  time  and  place,  and  to 
take  their  orders  also  from  the  Quartermaster-General. 

Lieutenant  Chapman,  of  Colonel  Webb's  Regiment,  un- 
der an  arrest  for  "  refusing  to  do  his  duty,"  is  to  be  tried  by 
the  General  Court-Martial  now  sitting.  The  Adjutant  of 
that  Regiment,  and  tlie  other  evidences,  are  to  attend  the 
Court. 

The  five  Companies  of  Colonel  Wayne's  Regiment,  on 
Long-Island,  are  to  be  mustered  to-morrow  afternoon,  at 
four  o'clock,  near  General  Greene's  Head-Quarters. 
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General  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  commanded  by  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq., 
General  and  Commander-in-Chief;  Head-i^imrters  at  New- York,  June  12,  1776. 


REGIMENTS. 


U 


Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 


Hand's . 

Learneil's. . . , 

NUon's 

Piescou's. . . . 
Varniim's... . 

Parsons's 

Hiuhcock's.. 

Little's 

Reed's 

Hunlington'.-i. 

Webb's 

Arnold's 

Ward's 

Wyllys's 

Bailey's 

Baldwin's. . . . 
McDougall's. 
Ritzema's. .. . 


Total . 


OFFiCElld  PRESENT. 


CommissioDed. 


W 


Staff. 


If.  I(>  14  122  121  I0f<124ll  !6  1(il5l4   4<)6 


C^ 


Non  com- 
missioned. 


16 
32 

30 
29 
20 
29 
30 
28 
32 
2(1 
24 
2H 
29 
26 
32 
20 
31 
28 


RANK  AND  FILE. 


a. 


4113 
326 
325 
364 
327 
4h3 
340 
366 
410 
432 
3k6 
398 
370 
411 
428 
302 
301 
377 


36 
154 
48 
14 
39 
31 
19 
67 
77 
40 
93 
96 
74 
61 
58 
152 
68 
25 


256   6,749   159   2501,147    63   8,868     813  2,556  108   4  1129 


o 


461 
516 
421 
418 
410 
573 
393 
475 
542 
545 
548 
533 
502 
551 
543 
495 
435 
471 


Waniingto 
complete 


94 
216 

22-.; 

23(1 

67 

247 

165 

9f 

95 

92 

10' 

138 

89 

9 

141 

28:> 

169 


Since  last 
Keiurn. 


Return  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Colonies,  commanded  by  Henry  Knox,  Esq.; 
New-York,  June  12,  1776. 
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Edward  Fleming,  Deputy  Adjutant-General. 

Review  the  men  ;  inspect  the  arms,  &ic.  Make  a  re- 
port of  the  state  of  things,  so  soon  as  you  get  to  these 
posts. 

Your  Lieutenant-Colonel  (Livingston)  is  to  be  sent  to  this 
place  in  order  to  proceed  to  Long-Island,  to  take  charge  of 
the  remainder  of  your  regiment,  posted  toward  the  east  end 
thereof. 

Inform  me  if  there  are  barracks  or  houses  convenient  to 
the  forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution,  in  which  the  Militia 
ordered  there  can  be  lodged. 

Make  weekly  returns  of  your  strength,  and  advise  me 
regularly  of  all  occurrences  of  any  kind  of  importance. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters,  near  the 
City  of  New-York,  this  14th  day  of  June,  Anno  Domini 
1776. 

George  Washington, 


Edward  Fleming, 

Deputy  Adjutant-General. 


orders    to    colonel    JAMES    CLINTON. 

To  Colonel  James  Clinton,  Third  New-York  : 

Sir  :  You  are  to  repair  to  Fort  Montgomery,  and  take 
upon  you  the  command  of  the  posts  in  the  Highlands.  Use 
every  means  in  your  power  to  provide  your  regiment  with 
arms  fit  for  service ;  as  one  step  towards  which,  endeavour 
to  employ  an  armourer  or  two,  or  more,  as  the  case  may 
require. 

Use  every  possible  diligence  in  forwarding  the  works  at 
forts  Montgomery  and  Constitution,  agreeable  to  late  direc- 
tions given  to  Mr.  Bedhw,  who  will  furnish  you  with  the 
same :  as  it  is  proposed  by  the  Provincial  Congress  of  JVew;- 
Yorli  to  recall  their  Commissioners  from  those  posts,  and 
leave  the  care  of  them  altogether  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Continental  forces,  and  his  order. 

As  these  are  or  may  become  posts  of  infinite  importance, 
especially  the  lower  one,  I  cannot  sufficiently  itnpress  upon 
you  the  necessity  of  putting  them  into  a  fit  posture  of  defence, 
without  delay.  I  have  desired  that  a  battalion,  or  at  least 
five  hundred  of  the  York  Militia,  may  be  ordered  to  re- 
inforce tliose  garrisons,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  defence 
as  to  a.ssist  in  the  work.  These  are  also  to  be  under  your 
command.  The  whole  are  to  be  kept  close  to  duty,  and 
not  suffered  to  be  absent  on  furlough  but  in  case  of  real 
necessity,  and  then  not  more  than  two  at  a  time  are  to  be 
absent  from  a  company  at  once. 


general  Washington  to  general  schuyler. 

New- York,  June  16,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  was  favoured  with  yours  of  the  10th  inst., 
by  last  night's  post.  The  stroke  meditating  by  the  Indians 
against  our  frontier  inhabitants  is  what  I  have  long  thought 
would  happen,  as  they  were  not  engaged  in  our  interest. 
But  1  am  in  full  hopes  you  will  be  able  to  repel  their  hostile 
designs,  and  convince  them  of  their  imprudence  in  joining 
our  enemies  without  the  least  cause  of  quarrel. 

As  to  the  intrenching  tools,  I  shall  direct  the  Quarter- 
master to  send  up  some  as  early  as  possible ;  but  in  respect 
to  what  you  say  about  cannon  and  ammunition,  I  am  at  a 
loss  whether  it  is  intended  as  an  application  or  not.  I  do 
not  know  that  any  of  the  former  have  been  requested  but 
for  the  armed  vessels  on  the  lakes,  or  of  the  latter  but  what 
has  been  sent  for  the  Canada  expedition.  I  wish  you  to 
explain  the  matter,  and  that  your  requisitions  for  necessa- 
ries may  be  always  certain  and  explicit  as  to  quality  and 
quantity. 

As  the  Militia  to  reinforce  the  Army  in  Canada  and  for 
keeping  open  our  communication  with  that  Province,  or  a 
part  of  them,  will  probably  be  on  their  march  before  long, 
I  think  it  will  be  advisable  for  you  to  write  the  different  Go- 
vernments furnishing  them,  of  the  routes  they  should  take, 
and  of  tiie  places  proper  for  their  rendezvous. 

I  wrote  you  yesterday,  and  on  the  9th  instant,  to  which  I 
refer  you  for  full  answers  to  all  yours  between  the  21st  ulf. 
and  your  last. 

1  am,  Sic,  George  Washington. 

To  General  Schuyler. 
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To  the  Hononrahh  the  Delegates  elected  by  the  several  Coun- 
ties ami  Districts  within  the  Government  of  New-York, 
in  Colonial  Congress  convened  : 

The  respectful  Address  of  the  Mechanicks  in  Union,  for  the 
City  and  County  of  New- York,  represented  by  their 
General  Committee : 

Elected  Delegates  :  Witli  due  confidence  in  the  de- 
claration wliich  you  lately  made  to  the  Chairman  of  our 
General  Committee  that  you  are,  at  all  times,  ready  and 
willing  to  attend  to  every  request  of  your  "  constituents  or 
any  part  of  them  ;"  we,  the  Mechanicks  in  Union,  though 
a  very  inconsiderable  part  of  your  constituents,  beg  leave 
to  represent  that  one  of  the  clauses  in  your  Resolve,  respect- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  new  form  of  Government  is  erro- 
neously  construed,  and  for  that  reason  may  serve  the  most 
dangerous  purposes  ;  for  it  is  well  known  how  indefatiga- 
ble the  emissaries  of  the  British  Government  are  in  the 
pursuit  of  every  scheme  which  is  likely  to  bring  disgrace 
upon  our  rulers,  and  niin  upon  us  all.  At  the  same  time  we 
cheerfully  acknowledge  that  the  genuine  spirit  of  liberty 
wliich  animates  the  other  parts  of  that  Resolve,  did  not  per- 
mit us  to  interpret  it  in  any  other  sense  than  that  which  is 
the  most  obvious,  and  likewise  the  most  favourable  to  the 
natural  rights  of  man.  We  could  not,  we  never  can.  be- 
lieve you  intended  that  the  future  delegates  or  yourselves 
should  be  vested  with  the  power  of  framing  a  new  Con- 
stitution for  this  Colony,  and  that  its  inhabitants  at  large 
should  not  exercise  the  right  which  God  has  given  them,  in 
common  with  all  men,  to  judge  whether  it  be  consistent  with 
their  interest  to  accept  or  reject  a  Constitution  framed  for 
that  State  of  which  they  are  members.  This  is  the  birthright 
of  every  man,  to  whatever  state  he  may  belong.  There 
he  is,  or  ought  to  be,  by  inalienable  right,  a  co-legislator  with 
all  the  other  membei-s  of  that  community.  Conscious  of 
our  own  want  of  abilities,  we  are,  alas  !  but  too  sensible  that 
every  individual  is  not  qualified  for  assisting  in  the  framing 
of  a  Constitution.  But  that  share  of  common  sense  which 
the  Almighty  has  bountifully  distributed  amongst  mankind 
in  general,  is  sufficient  to  quicken  every  one's  feeling,  and 
enable  him  to  judge  rightly  what  degree  of  safety  and  what 
advantages  he  is  likely  to  enjoy,  or  be  deprived  of,  under 
any  Constitution  proposed  to  him.  For  this  reason,  should 
a  preposterous  confidence  in  the  abilities  and  integrity  of  our 
future  Delegates  delude  us  into  measures  which  might  imply 
a  renunciation  of  our  inalienable  right  to  ratify  our  laws,  we 
believe  that  your  wisdom,  your  patriotism,  your  own  interest, 
nay,  your  ambition  itself,  would  urge  you  to  exert  all  the 
powers  of  persuasion  you  possess,  and  try  every  method 
which,  in  your  opinion,  would  deter  us  from  perpetrating 
that  impious  and  frantick  act  of  self-destruction ;  for  as  it 
would  precipitate  us  into  a  state  of  absolute  slavery,  the 
lawful  power  which  till  now  you  have  received  from  your 
constituents  to  be  exercised  over  a  free  people,  would  be  an- 
nihilated by  that  unnatural  act.  It  might  probably  accele- 
rate our  political  death  ;  but  it  must  immediately  cause  your 
own. 

The  continual  silence  of  the  bodies  which  are,  by  elec- 
tion, vested  with  an  authority  subordinate  to  that  of  your 
House,  would  strike  us  with  amazement  should  we  suppose 
that,  in  their  presence,  your  resolve  ever  was  interpreted 
in  a  sense  that  was  not  favourable  to  the  free  exercise  X)f  our 
inalienable  rights.  But  we,  who  daily  converse  with  numbers 
who  have  been  deceived  by  such  misconstruction,  conceive 
that  we  ought  to  inform  you  in  due  time  that  it  has  alarmed 
many  zealous  friends  to  the  general  cause  which  the  United 
Colonies  are  defending  with  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

As  the  general  opinion  of  your  uprightness  depends  in  a 
great  measure  on  your  explanation  of  that  matter,  and  it 
being  self-evident  that  the  political  happiness  or  misery  of 
the  people  under  your  Government  must  be  deeply  affected 
by  the  measures  which  they  may^  adopt  in  consequence  of 
such  explanation,  we  trust  that  you  will  receive  this  respect- 
ful Address  widi  indulgence,  and  that  all  our  brethren  in 
this  and  the  other  Colonies  in  the  Union  will  do  us  the  jus- 
tice to  believe  that  it  was  dictated  by  the  purest  sentiments 
of  unconfined  patriotism. 

The  Resolve  which  contains  the  obnoxious  clause  alrea- 
dy mentioned,  is,  together  with  the  introduction  to  it,  in  the 
following  words,  to  wit  ; 

"And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether  this  Congress 


are  invested  with  sufficient  power  and  authority  to  delibe- 
rate and  determine  on  so  important  a  subject  as  the  neces- 
sity of  erecting  and  constituting  a  new  form  of  Government 
and  internal  police,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  foreign  jurisdic- 
tion, dominion,  and  control  whatever :  And  whereas  it  apper- 
tains, of  right,  solely  to  the  people  of  this  Colony  to  deter- 
mine the  said  doubts :  Therefore 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Electors  in 
the  several  Counties  in  this  Colony,  by  election  in  the  man- 
ner and  form  prescribed  for  the  election  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, either  to  authorize  (in  addition  to  the  powers  vested 
in  this  Congress)  their  present  Deputies,  or  others  in  the 
stead  of  their  present  Deputies,  or  either  of  them,  to  lake 
into  consideration  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  instituting 
such  new  Government  as  in  and  by  the  said  Resolution 
of  the  Continental  Congress  is  described  and  recommend- 
ded ;  and  if  the  majority  of  the  Counties,  by  their  Depu- 
ties in  Provincial  Congress,  shall  be  of  opinion  that  such 
new  Government  ought  to  be  instituted  and  established, 
then  to  institute  and  establish  such  a  Government  as  they 
shall  deem  best  calculated  to  secure  the  rights,  liberties,  and 
happiness  of  the  good  people  of  this  Colony,  and  to  con- 
tinue in  force  until  a  future  peace  with  Great  Britain  shall 
render  the  same  unnecessary." 

We  cannot  forbear  expressing  our  astonishment  at  the  ex- 
istence of  the  doubts  alluded  to  in  the  introduction  just  quo- 
ted. But  when,  in  compassion  to  those  weak  minds  which 
gave  them  birth,  you  condescend  to  declare  that  "it  apper- 
tains solely  to  the  people  of  this  Colony  to  determine  the  said 
doubts,"  you  have,  in  the  spirit  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  General  Congress,  demonstrated  to  your  constituents 
that  you  will,  on  all  occasions,  warn  them  to  destroy  in  its 
embryo  every  scheme  which  you  may  discover  to  have  the 
least  tendency  towards  promoting  the  selfish  views  of  any 
foreign  or  domestick  oligarchy.  Your  enemies  never  can 
persuade  people  of  reflection  that  you  fully  instructed  the 
most  ignorant  amongst  us,  by  such  a  positive  declaration  of 
our  rights,  for  the  purpose  of  surreptitiously  obtaining  our  re- 
nunciation of  them.  Human  nature,  depraved  as  it  is,  has 
not  yet,  and  we  hope  never  will,  be  guilty  of  so  much  hypo- 
crisy and  treachery. 

We  observe,  on  the  contrary,  that  your  Resolve  is  per- 
fectly consistent  with  the  liberal  principles  on  which  it  is  in- 
troduced ;  for,  after  having  set  forth  what  relates  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Deputies,  you  recommend  to  the  Eiectore,  "  if  the 
majority  of  the  Counties  shall  be  of  opinion  that  such  new 
Government  ought  to  be  instituted,  then  to  institute  and  es- 
tablish such  a  Government." 

Posterity  wiU  behold  that  Resolve  as  the  test  of  your  recti- 
tude. It  will  prove  that  you  have  fully  restored  to  us  the 
exercise  of  our  right  finally  to  determine  on  the  laws  by 
which  this  Colony  is  to  be  governed  ;  a  right  of  which,  by 
the  injustice  of  the  British  Government,  we  have  till  now 
been  deprived ;  but  a  forced  and  most  unnatural  miscon- 
struction, which  is  artfully  put  upon  your  Resolve,  has  de- 
ceived many  who  really  believe  that  we  will  not  be  allowed 
to  approve  or  reject  the  new  Constitution.  They  are  terri- 
fied at  the  consequences,  although  a  sincere  zeal  for  the 
general  cause  inspire  them  to  suppress  their  remonstrances, 
lest  the  common  enemy  should  avail  himself  of  that  circum- 
stance to  undermine  your  authority. 

Impressed  with  a  just  fear  of  the  consequences  which  re- 
sult from  that  error,  we  conceive  it  would  be  criminal  in  us 
to  continue  silent  any  longer  ;  and  tiierefore  we  beseech  you 
to  remove,  by  a  full  and  timely  explanation,  the  groundless 
jealousies  which  arise  from  a  misconception  of  your  patrio- 
tick  Resolve. 

As  to  us,  who  do  not  entertain  the  least  doubt  of  the  pu- 
rity of  your  intentions ;  who  well  know  that  your  wisdom 
would  not  suffer  you  to  aim  at  obtaining  powers  of  which 
we  cannot  lawfully  divest  ourselves ;  which,  if  repeatedly 
declared  by  us  to  have  been  freely  granted,  would  only  pro- 
claim our  insanity,  and  for  that  reason  be  void  of  themselves  ; 
we  beg  leave,  as  a  part  of  your  constituents,  to  tender  to 
you  that  tribute  of  esteem  and  respect  to  which  you  are 
jusdy  entitled  for  your  zeal  in  so  nobly  asserting  the  rights 
which  the  people  at  large  have  to  legislation,  and  in  pro- 
moting their  free  exercise  of  those  rights.  You  have  most 
religiously  followed  the  line  drawn  by  the  General  Congress 
of  the  United  Colonies ;  tiieir  laws,  issued  in  the  style  of 
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recommendations,  leave  inviolate  in  the  Conventions,  tlie 
Committees,  and  finally  the  People  at  large,  the  right  of  re- 
jection or  ratification  ;  but  though  it  be  decreed  by  that  au- 
gust body  that  the  punishtnentofdeath  shall,  in  some  cases,  be 
inflicted,  the  people  have  not  rejected  any  of  their  laws,  nor 
even  remonstrated  against  them.  The  reason  of  such  general 
submission  is,  that  the  whole  of  their  proceedings  is  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  greatest  good  to  be  expected  from  the 
circumstances  which  occasion  their  resolves,  and  scarcely 
admit  the  delays  attending  more  solemn  forms. 

The  conduct  of  their  constituents,  in  this  instance,  clearly 
shows  what  an  unbounded  confidence  virtuous  rulers  may 
place  in  the  sound  judgment,  integrity,  and  moderation  of  a 
free  people. 

Whatever  the  interested  supporters  of  oligarchy  may  as- 
sert to  the  contrary,  there  is  not,  perhaps,  one  man,  nor  any 
set  of  men  upon  earth,  who,  without  the  special  inspiration 
of  the  Almighty,  could  frame  a  constitution  which,  in  all 
its  parts,  would  be  truly  unexceptionable  by  the  majority  of 
the  people  for  whom  it  might  be  intended.  And  should 
God  bless  any  man,  or  any  set  of  men,  with  such  eminent 
gifts,  tiiat  man  or  those  men,  having  no  separate  interest  to 
support  in  opposition  to  the  general  good,  would  fairly  sub- 
mit the  work  to  the  collective  judgment  of  all  the  individuals 
who  migiit  be  interested  in  its  operation.  These,  it  is  pro- 
bable, would,  after  due  examination,  unanimously  concur  in 
establishing  that  constitution.  It  would  become  their  own 
joint  work,  as  soon  as  the  majority  of  them  should  have 
freely  accepted  it ;  and,  by  its  having  received  their  free  as- 
sent, the  only  characteristick  of  the  true  lawfulness  and 
legality  that  can  be  given  to  human  institutions,  it  would  be 
truly  binding  on  the  people. 

Any  other  concurrence  in  the  acts  of  legislation  is  illegal 
and  tyrannical ;  it  proceeds  from  the  selfish  principles  of 
corrupt  oligarchy  ;  and  should  a  system  of  laws  appear,  or 
even  be  good  in  every  other  respect,  (which  is  scarcely  ad- 
missible,) yet  it  would  be  imperfect.  It  could  be  lawfully 
binding  on  none  but  the  legislators  themselves,  and  must  con- 
tinue in  that  state  of  imperfection  which  disgraces  the  best 
laws  now  and  then  made  in  Governments  established  on 
oligarchic  principles,  and  deprives  them  of  true  legality. 

As  such  is  the  case  with  Great  Britain  herself,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  her  Parliament  are  so  far  from  having  a  lawful 
claim  to  our  obedience,  that  they  have  it  not  to  that  of  their 
own  constituents ;  that  all  our  former  laws  have  but  a  rela- 
tive legality,  and  that  not  one  of  them  is  lawfully  binding 
upon  us,  though  even  now,  for  the  sake  of  common  conve- 
niency,  the  operation  of  most  of  them  be,  and  ought  to  be, 
tolerated  until  a  new  system  of  Government  shall  have  been 
freely  ratified  by  the  co-legislative  power  of  the  people — the 
sole  lawful  Legislature  of  this  Colony.  It  would  be  an  act 
of  despotism  to  put  it  in  force  by  any  other  means ;  which 
God  avert !  The  people,  it  is  true,  might  be  awed  or  open- 
ly forced  to  obey  ;  but  they  would  abhor  the  tyranny  and 
execrate  the  authors.  They  would  justly  think  that  they 
were  no  longer  bound  to  submit  than  despotism  could  be 
maintained  by  the  same  violent  or  artful  means  which  would 
have  produced  its  existence. 

But  the  free  ratification  of  the  people  will  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  render  the  establishment  lawiiil,  unless  they  exer- 
cise, in  its  fulness,  an  uncontrolled  power  to  alter  the  Con- 
stitution in  the  same  manner  that  it  shall  have  been  received. 
This  power  necessarily  involves  that  of  every  district  occa- 
sionally to  renew  their  Deputies  to  Committees  and  Con- 
gresses, when  the  majority  of  such  district  shall  think  fit ;  and 
therefore  without  the  intervention  of  the  Executive,  or  any 
other  power  foreign  to  the  body  of  the  respective  electors. 
That  right  is  so  essential  to  our  safety,  that  we  firmly  believe 
you  will  recommend  to  all  your  constituents  immediately  to 
exercise  it,  and  never  suffer  its  being  wrested  from  them ; 
otherwise  the  sensibility  of  our  Delegates  could  not  allow 
them  to  say  that  they  hold  their  offices  from  the  voluntary 
choice  of  a  free  people. 

We  likewise  conceive  that  this  measure  will  more  effec- 
tually, and  more  speedily  than  any  other,  remove  disaffected 
persons  from  all  our  councils,  and  give  our  publick  proceed- 
ings a  much  greater  weight  than  they  have  hitherto  obtained 
amongst  our  neighbours. 

We  never  did,  as  a  body,  nor  ever  will,  assume  any  au- 
thority whatsoever  in  the  publick  "  transactions  of  the  pre- 


sent times."  Common  sense  teaches  us  that  the  absurdity 
of  tiie  claim  would  only  destroy  our  usefulness  as  a  body  of 
"  voluntary  associators,  who  are  warmly  attached  to  the  cause 
of  liberty;"  but  that  it  would  likewl^ii-  expose  every  one  of 
us  to  deserved  derision.  At  the  same  time,  we  assure  your 
honourable  House  that,  on  all  occasions,  we  will  continue  to 
testify  our  zeal  in  supporting  the  measures  adopted  by  Con- 
gresses and  Committees  in  the  prosecution  of  their  great  ob- 
ject— the  restoration  of  human  rights  in  the  United  Colonies. 
And  if,  at  any  future  time,  the  silence  of  the  bodies  in  power 
gives  us  reason  to  conceive  that  our  representations  may  be 
useful,  we  then  will  endeavour  to  discharge  our  duty  with  pro- 
priety, and  rely  on  publick  indulgence  for  any  imperfection 
which  cannot  affect  our  uprightness. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Malcom  McEuen,  Chairman. 

Mechanicks'  Hall,  .[une  14,  1776. 


ULSTER    COUNTY    COMMITTEE    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 
In  County-Committee,  New-Paltz,  June  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Your  much  esteemed  favour  of  the  3Ist 
ultimo  we  duly  received,  and  note  it  covered  to  us  copies  of 
two  credentials  contradicting  each  other  as  to  the  powei-s 
our  Delegates  were  to  exercise  when  in  Congress.  At  pre- 
sent it  is  out  of  our  power  to  give  the  honourable  Congress 
that  satisfaction  in  this  matter  which  they  require  and  we 
sincerely  desire  to  do.  The  reason  is,  our  own  County 
Committee  is  composed  of  two  Members  from  each  Precinct 
Committee,  save  Kingston,  which  claims  the  privilege  of 
sending  four.  The  Members  of  the  Precinct  Committees 
generally  attend  County  Committee  by  rotation,  for  their  ease 
and  convenience;  of  course  few  of  the  Members  that  com- 
pose our  County  Committee  give  their  attendance  at  the 
next ;  such  is  our  situation  at  present ;  having  only  Messrs. 
Schoonmaker  and  Robertson,  from  whom  we  can  receive 
any  information  concerning  this  affair,  and  which  we  now 
transmit  to  the  honourable  Congress,  together  with  sundry 
reasons  delivered  to  this  Committee  by  Colonel  Johannes 
Hardenburgh,  our  late  Chairman,  why  he  signed  two  cre- 
dentials, as  before  recited.  This  Committee  do  not  think 
proper  to  make  any  remarks  either  on  the  reasons  given  them 
by  Colonel  Hardenburgh,  or  the  account  of  matters  given 
by  Messi-s.  Schoonmaker  and  Robertson,  as  they  submit  both 
for  the  perusal  of  Congress  ;  and  have  only  now  to  add,  for 
the  information  of  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  in 
New-York,  that  it  is  resolved  and  ordered  in  this  Commit- 
tee, by  a  unanimous  vote  thereof,  that  the  credentials  de- 
livered to  Matthew  Cantine,  Esq.,  one  of  our  present  Dele- 
gates— in  which  credentials  the  Deputies  from  this  County 
to  Provincial  Congress  are  charged  and  commissioned  to 
nominate  George  Clinton,  Esq.,  and  use  their  utmost  influ- 
ence to  have  him  elected  one  of  the  Representatives  for 
this  Colony  to  the  Continental  Congress — be  the  credentials 
by  which  our  Deputies  in  Provincial  Congress  are  to  be 
bound  and  regulate  their  conduct. 

It  gives  us  pain  to  reflect  that  anything  transacted  in 
this  County  should  wear  the  appearance  before  the  honour- 
able Congress  as  though  there  was  a  division  among  the 
people,  whereas  the  reverse  is  the  case.  We  think  we  may 
be  allowed  to  boast  a  little,  not  only  of  our  unanimity  in 
sentiment,  but  regularity  in  practice,  ever  since  we  were  en- 
gaged in  the  grand  contest,  and  that  with  as  few  exceptions 
as  any  County  in  this  Province  ;  therefore  hope  the  honour- 
able Congress  will  judge  of  this  affair  as  an  inadvertency  in 
practice  rather  than  a  division  among  the  people. 

We  have,  gentlemen,  the  honour  to  be  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Robert  Boyd,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony 
of  New-  York. 

Reasons  given  by  Colonel  Johannes  Hardenburgh,  late 
Chairman  of  the  County  Convention,  for  returning  two 
credentials  to  Provincial  Congress,  transacted  at  different 
times,  but  bearing  the  same  date, pursuant  to  an  order  of 
the  honourable  the  Provincial  Congress,  to  wit  : 
First.  The  first  credential  given  to  the  Delegates,  signed 

by  me,  was  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  then  County  Com- 
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mittee,  wliich  had  thnn  met  at  tlie  town  of  the  New-Paltz, 
on  the  16th  day  oi  April,  1776,  and  also  on  the  25th  April 
following,  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Ann  Dubois,  as  may  be  seen 
by  their  proceedings  on  the  16th  and  25th  of  ^^rnV  afore- 
said, which  said  credentials  were  approved  of  by  the  said 
Committee,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  said  credentials,  drawn 
by  order  of  the  said  Committees,  and  signed,  to  be  delivered 
to  one  of  the  Delegates,  wliich  I  delivered  to  the  Delegate, 
Colonel  Ilasbrouck. 

Secondly.  If  the  said  credential  had  not  been  sent  to 
Congress,  they  could  i;ot  have  had  any  information  from  the 
Committee  of  their  claim  to  choose  a  Delegate  to  represent 
this  Colony  in  Continental  Congress  by  ballot,  which  the 
people  at  large  then  claimed  to  be  their  birthright.  The 
above  is  the  reason  I  give  to  the  honourable  the  Provincial 
Congress  for  my  signing  the  first  credential,  dated  the  16th 
April,  1776;  and  also  for  my  attending  at  the  town  of  the 
I^ew-Paltz,  on  the  13th  day  of  May,  1776,  together  with 
so  many  of  the  Committee  as  were  then  appointed  on  the 
25th  April  to  meet  with  me  at  the  town  of  the  New-Paltz 
on  the  13th  May,  out  of  each  of  the  Precincts  one,  as  may 
be  seen  by  the  said  proceedings  of  the  said  Committee,  or 
any  six  of  the  sub-Committee,  together  with  the  Chairman, 
to  keep  the  said  election  at  the  town  of  the  New-Paltz,  by 
ballot,  as  was  ordered  by  the  said  Committee. 

Thirdly.  There  was  likewise  ordered,  that,  on  the  com- 
plaint of  Colonel  Charles  Deiviit  laid  against  Colonel  Pal- 
mer, if  there  should  be  a  sufficient  number  of  the  Committee, 
to  appear  on  the  13th  of  May,  then  to  consider  the  com- 
plaint of  the  said  Dewitt,  otherwise  to  refer  it  to  a  further 
day. 

Fourthly.  Which  did  not  interfere  with  the  sub-Commit- 
tee to  carry  on  the  election  by  ballot  according  to  the  order 
of  the  said  Committee,  on  the  25th  April. 

Fifthly.  The  reason  why  the  election  was  not  carried 
into  execution  was,  that  there  was  a  division  amongst  the 
people  then  and  there  present. 

Sixthly.  The  reason  for  my  signing  the  second  credential, 
on  the  13th  May,  1776,  I  very  well  knew  was  dated  the 
16th  April,  1776,  and  signed  the  13th  May ;  and  I  denied 
to  sign  the  same  when  it  was  offered  to  me,  by  reason  it 
was  drawn  on  that  day,  and  not  on  the  16th  April,  as  it 
was  dated  ;  but  being  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  after  my 
denying  to  sign  the  same,  I  was  then  ordered  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  sign  the  same  ;  and  being  under  their  directions, 
altliough  against  my  opinion,  I  signed  the  same  the  13th 
May ;  and  who  delivered  it  to  the  Delegates  I  do  not  re- 
member. 

Seventhly.  Gentlemen,  the  before-mentioned  reasons,  with 
many  more,  if  necessary,  I  could  give  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, for  my  signing  the  two  credentials  entered  by  the  said 
Congress.  The  sub-Committee  for  holding  the  election  at 
the  New-Paltz  was  appointed  by  the  whole  County  Com- 
mittee, at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Ann  Dubois,  on  the  25th  April, 
and  not  revocable  by  any  part  of  the  County  Committee 
on  the  13th  May,  but  had  a  right  to  proceed  on  the  said 
business,  and  there  being  Members  absent  who  had  ordered 
the  first  credential  and  approved  thereof. 

Lastly.  I  must  observe  to  this  Committee,  as  also  to  the 
honourable  Congress,  that  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen 
present  on  that  day  deprived  me  of  my  birthright  to  elect 
a  person  to  represent  me  in  Continental  Congress  by  ballot, 
according  to  the  order  of  the  County  Conmiittee. 

Produced  and  signed  the  above  reasons  per  request  of  the 
honourable  the  Provincial  Congress,  this  13th  June,  1776. 

Per  me,  Johannes  Hakdenburgh, 


Gentlemen  :  The  information  I  can  give  you  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  County  Committee  with  respect  to  the  two 
sets  of  credentials  that  were  delivered  to  the  Deputies  of 
Ulster  County  in  Provincial  Congress,  viz : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  this 
County,  at  the  New-Paltz,  on  the  16th  day  of  April,  1776, 
to  choose  Deputies  to  represent  this  County  in  Provincial 
Congress,  under  the  inspection  of  the  Chairman,  and  such 
members  of  the  County  Committee  as  was  appointed  to 
superintend  the  same — I  at  that  time  being  in  the  New- 
Paltz,  not  as  a  member  that  was  appointed  to  inspect  the 
election,  but  as  an  elector ;  but  as  I  was  a  member  of  the 
County  Committee,  in  absence  of  the  member  that  was  ap- 


pointed out  of  our  precinct  to  attend  and  inspect  said  election, 
I  was  called  in,  and  had  to  attend.  The  election  was  held 
and  Deputies  chosen,  after  which  the  25th  day  of  April  was 
appointed  for  the  County  Committee  to  meet,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fixing  upon  a  quorum,  and  to  prepare  the  creden- 
tials for  the  Deputies. 

The  Committee  met  on  the  said  25th  day  of  April,  of 
which  House  I  at  that  time  had  the  honour  to  be  a  mem- 
ber; and  after  the  House  was  formed,  they  proceeded  to 
business,  and  fixed  the  quorum,  which  two  Deputies  was 
to  be. 

Then  the  Chairman  laid  before  the  Committee  a  set  of 
credentials,  which  he  had  drawn  at  home,  and  required  the 
sense  of  the  Committee  on  the  saine.  The  Committee, 
after  making  a  good  many  alterations,  ordered  the  Chairman 
to  draw  a  fair  copy  of  the  same,  and  sign  and  deliver  them 
to  the  Deputies,  or  one  of  them. 

At  the  same  time  the  13th  day  of  May  was  appointed  for 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  this  said  County  to  meet 
at  the  New-Paltz,  to  choose  a  Delegate  to  represent  them 
in  Continental  Congress,  where  one  member  out  of  every 
precinct,  and  two  out  o( Kingston,  with  the  Chairman,  were 
appointed  to  superintend  the  said  election.  Colonel  Pal- 
mer was  to  be  cited  to  appear  before  the  Committee  on  said 
day,  to  answer  a  complaint  entered  against  him  by  Colonel 
CAar/esi)cM>i«,  concerning  Minute-men ;  alsoCaptain  Drake 
was  cited  to  appear  before  the  Committee  on  said  day,  to 
answer  to  complaint  entered  against  him  by  James  Hunter, 
concerning  Minute-men.  I  was  also  appointed  to  superin- 
tend the  election  on  the  ]  .3th  May,  on  the  said  day.  When 
I  came  to  the  Paltz,  it  being  a  little  late,  the  Chairman  with 
the  Committee  were  upon  business,  and  were  in  a  debate 
concerning  the  mode  of  choosing  the  Continental  Delegates  ; 
when  I  came  in,  after  sottie  time,  the  Chairman  offered  to 
the  Committee  that  were  then  and  there  present,  (of  which 
the  most  of  them  were  not  members  that  were  appointed  to 
superintend  the  election  then  and  there  to  be  held,)  that 
set  of  credentials  which  he  had  made,  and  which  the  foraier 
Committee  had  ordered  him  to  sign  and  deliver  to  said  De- 
legates ;  the  Chairman  asked  the  Committee  whether  it  was 
their  pleasure  that  he  should  give  said  credentials  to  said 
Delegates,  and  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  Continental  De- 
legate or  not,  which  was  by  the  House  rejected  for  several 
reasons ;  and  that  then  the  House  was  formed  to  order  and 
proceeded  to  business ;  then  a  motion  was  made  by  Robert 
Boyd,  Jun.,  viz :  He  moved  that  the  sense  of  this  Commit- 
tee be  taken,  whether  or  no  it  is  their  opinion  that  the  peo- 
ple at  large  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  Continental  Delegate; 
was  carried  in  the  negative.  Further  he  moved,  that  the  sense 
of  this  Committee  be  taken,  whether  it  is  their  opinion  that 
the  people  at  large  now  assembled  be  desired  to  instruct  their 
County  Delegates  for  Provincial  Congress  relative  to  the 
choice  of  a  Continental  Delegate  ;  was  carried  in  the  affirm- 
ative. Then  two  members  were  appointed  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  people  then  and  there  assembled  ;  which  they  did,  and 
the  majority  of  the  people  agreed  that  they  should  instruct 
their  Provincial  Delegates  concerning  the  choice  of  a  Con- 
tinental Delegate ;  and  unanimously  agreed  that  George 
Clinton  should  be  by  them  recommended  and  chosen  in 
Provincial  Congress  for  a  Continental  Delegate,  il  it  lay  in 
their  power;  upon  this,  credentials  were  to  be  drawn,  with 
the  instructions  therein  ;  for  which  purpose  a  sub-Committee 
was  chosen  to  draw  said  credentials ;  after  the  credentials 
were  made  by  said  Committee,  they  were  approved  of  by 
the  people  at  large,  with  the  Committee,  and  ordered  to  be 
signed  by  the  Chairman  and  to  be  delivered  to  the  Deputies ; 
which  said  credentials  he  did  sign. 

Cornelius  C.  Schoonmaker. 

I  do  perfectly  agree  with  Mr.  Schoonmaker  in  what  he 
hath  related  from  the  25th  of  April  last.  What  was  trans- 
acted before,  on  the  16th,  I  was  not  present  at.     Witness 

my  hand.  ,  -r, 

■'  John  Kobinson. 


ulster    county    committee   to    NEW-yORK    CONGRESS. 
In  Counly  Committee,  New-Paltz,  June  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  In  consequence  of  an  order  from  the  ho- 
nourable Provincial  Congress  (the  date  of  which  we  cannot 
refer  to,  it  being  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Hardenburgh,  our 
late  Chairman)  for  receiving  half  a  ton  of  powder  from 
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the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Constitution  for  the  use  of 
this  County ;  appHcation  was  accordingly  made  to  Colonel 
Nicoll,  who  gave  for  answer  that  he  had  no  powder  to 
spare;  and  if  he  had,  he  could  not  deliver  any  to  our  order, 
as  he  had  no  order  from  Congress  for  that  purpose.  We  are 
at  a  loss  to  judge  what  can  be  the  reason  for  this  conduct, 
unless  through  hurry  of  business  the  honourable  Congress 
has  forgotten  to  give  the  necessary  orders.  We  must  now 
inform  your  honourable  Board  that  the  good  people  of  this 
County  are  very  uneasy  and  in  a  distressed  situation  for 
want  of  that  article  ;  yet  would  be  more  particularly  so  should 
any  disturbances  break  out  on  our  frontier ;  we  therefore 
request  that,  instead  of  half  a  ton,  as  before-mentioned,  the 
honourable  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  order  them  fifteen 
hundred  or  two  thousand  weight,  if  it  can  be  spared  con- 
sistent with  the  publick  safety. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Robert  Boyd,  Jun.,  Chairman. 


COLONEL    LIVINGSTON    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Fort  Constitution,  June  14,  177C. 

May  it  please  your  Lordship  :  1  did  not  receive  your 
favour  of  the  5th  until  the  11th  instant.  I  had  taken  the 
liberty  to  prevent  the  persons  confined  by  the  Committees 
from  being  set  to  hard  labour ;  and  have  since  sent  a  copy 
of  the  resolve  of  Congress  to  the  Committees  who  sent  them. 
Colonel  JSicoH  quitted  this  post,  and  resigned  the  command 
on  the  1 1  th  instant.  Ere  this  reaches  your  Lordship  you 
will  probably  see  him  at  New-York. 

I  remain  your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Henry  B.  Livingston. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Stirling,  Brigadier- 
General  in  the  American  Army,  New- York. 

N.  B.  My  respects  to  General  Putnam.  I  should  be 
happy  to  see  him  here. 


ALBANY  GENERAL  COMMITTEE. 

Albany  General  Committee-Chamber,  June  14,  1776 : 
Present — 

Abraham  Yales,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

First  If'ard. — John  Barclay,  John  Price,  Myndert  Roseboom,  John 
Williams,  Jacob  Roseboom,  Jun. 

Second  Ward. — Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,  Rutger  Bleecker,  John  J. 
Beekraan. 

Third  ffard. — Dirck  Ten  Broeck,  John  M.  Beekman,  Isaac  Van  Cler- 
nam,  Abraham  Yates,  Jun. 

Schenectady. — Cornelius  Van  Dyck,  Harmanus  H.  Wendell,  Cornelius 
A.  Van  Slyck,  John  A.  Bratt. 

West  Side  Manor  Rensselaer. — Anthony  Van  Schaick,  Philip  P. 
Schuyler,  Henry  Quackenbush,  Cornelius  G.  Vandenburgh,  Bastian  T. 
Visschcr,  David  McCarty,  Barent  Mynderke,  Philip  Van  Vechten,  Fran- 
cis Nicoll. 

East  Side  Manor  Rensselaer. — Killian  Van  Rensselaer,  John  H. 
Beekman,  James  Magec,  Rynier  Van  Alstyn,  Frederick  Berger,  George 
White,  Jacob  C,  Schermerhorn. 

King's  District. — Matthew  Adgate,  John  Beebe. 

Coxsacky. — John  L.  Bronck,  William  Van  Bergen. 

Grole  Imboght. — John  Van  Orden,  Goose  Van  Schaick. 

Manor  Livingston. — Peter  R.  Livingston,  Walter  Livingston,  Dirck 
Jansen,  Samuel  Ten  Broeck. 

German  Canp. — Wessel  Ten  Broeck,  Peter  Sharp. 

Schoharie. — Johannes  Ball,  Peter  Becker. 

Saratoga. — John  Taylor,  Joseph  Row. 

Half-Moon. — Itutger  Lansing,  Wilhelmus  Van  Antwerp. 

Schaghtekocke. — Michael  Van  Dercook,  Lewis  Van  Antwerp,  Natha- 
niel Ford. 

Ballston. — Hezekiah  Middebrooks. 

Claverack. — Henry  J.  Van  Rensselaer,  James  Sexton,  Stephen  Graves. 

Hosick. — Jacob  Auderkerke,  Fenner  Palmer. 

Cambridge. — John  Younglove. 

Mr.  Henry  Wendell  applied  to  this  Board  for  their  recom- 
mendation (in  case  a  new  form  of  Government  should  take 
place  in  this  Colony)  for  the  sheriffship  of  this  City  and 
County,  and  Mr.  Matthew  Visscher  made  the  same  appli- 
cation for  the  clerkship  of  the  said  Chy  and  County  ;  and, 
thereupon,  this  Board  unanimously  agree  to  recommend  those 
gentlemen  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  as  persons,  both  in 
principles  and  abilities,  fit  for  the  different  offices  they  have 
severally  applied  for. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

Abraham  Yates,  Jan.,  Chairman. 

Attest:         Matthew  Visscher,  Secretary. 


GOVERNOUR   TRCMBULL    TO    VIRGINIA    CONVENTION. 

[Hartford,  June  14,  1770.] 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo  was  received  with 
pleasure,  and,  being  read  in  Assembly,  am  desired  to  trans- 
mit you  the  enclosed  resolutions ;  and  further  to  acquaint 
you  that  we  have  altered  the  form  of  oaths  heretofore  used 
wherein  was  expressed  any  duty  or  obligation  to  or  con- 
nection with  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ;  that  the  form  of 
military  commissions  in  the  Colony  are  now  granted  on  the 
authority  of  the  people,  in  the  name  of  the  Governour ;  and 
those  for  the  civil  department,  as  well  as  all  processes  in 
law  or  equity,  are  henceforth  to  be  issued  in  the  name  of  the 
Governour  and  Company  of  the  Colony. 

Whilst  we  are  humbly  looking  up  to  Heaven,  and  our 
senior  sister  Colonies,  to  point  out  some  ways  and  means  to 
extricate  ourselves  and  countrymen  from  those  unprovoked 
oppressions  and  accumulated  grievances  with  which  we  have 
been  so  long  exercised,  it  gives  us  the  most  sensible  satis- 
faction to  see  the  ancient  and  patriotick  Colony  of  Virginia 
have  nobly  advanced  to  authorize  and  instruct  their  honour- 
able Delegates  to  propose  in  Continental  Congress  to  declare 
the  LTnited  Colonies  free  and  independent  States,  form  foreign 
alliances,  and  forward  a  more  perfect  confederation  of  the 
Colonies;  in  which  sentiments  and  wishes  (urged  by  foreign 
tyranny  and  encouraged  by  this  laudable  example  and  in- 
vitation) we  most  cordially  concur. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 
To  the  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia. 


MEETING    OF    COMMITTEE    OF    HARWINTON,    CONNECTICUT. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Authority,  Selectmen,  and  Committee 
of  the  Town  of  Hnrmnton,  with  the  advice  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Society  of  Torringford,  held  at  Harwinton,  on  the 
14th  oi  June,  1776 — Ms^yar  Ahijah  Cn<&,  Chairman  : 

Mark  Prindle,  Jesse  Potter,  Jonathan  H.  Colt,  Ashbel 
Porter,  and  Medad  Hall,  all  of  Harwinton,  were  arraigned 
before  said  meeting  for  inimical  expressions  against  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress,  and  likewise  against  the 
honourable  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  and  were  all 
found  guilty ;  but  after  making  humble  acknowledgments, 
and  promising  reformation,  were  all  forgiven,  except  Mark 
Prindle,  who  stands  bound  in  a  bond  of  thi'ee  hundred 
Pounds,  to  answer  to  the  allegations  at  the  next  Superior 
Court,  at  Litchfield,  in  Litchfield  County. 

John  Watkins,  Clerk  of  said  meeting. 


COMMODORE    HOPKINS    TO    LIEUTENANT    HACKER. 

Newport,  June  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  are  to  proceed  to  New-  York,  and  there  deliver 
the  cannon  agreeable  to  Messrs.  Hollingsworth  and  Rich- 
ardson's orders.  If  you  can  get  any  men,  you  are  to  take 
as  many  as  you  can  inlist.  You  are  to  apply  to  Mr.  Jaco- 
bus  Van  Zandt  for  pig-iron  for  ballast,  or  any  other  necessa- 
ries you  may  want. 

You  may  call  at  New-London  as  you  come  back,  and 
take  two  guns,  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  shot  and  car- 
tridges, out  of  the  bomb-brig,  and  give  Mr.  Shaw  a  receipt 
for  what  you  take  ;  and  return  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

Your  humble  servant,  g^^^  Hopkins. 

To  Hoysted  Hacker,  Esq.,  Commander  of  the  Fly, 


Newport,  June  17,  1776. 
Last  Friday,  the  14th  instant,  arrived  here  from  a  cruise 
the  brig  Andrew  Doria,  Captain  Biddle,  who,  about  four- 
teen  days  before,  took  two  transport-ships  from  Greenock,  in 
Scotland,  having  on  board  each  one  hundred  Scotch  troops. 
Captain  Biddle  took  out  the  officers,  navigators,  and  sailors, 
to  the  number  of  forty,  with  all  the  small-arms  and  baggage 
of  value,  manned  the  ships  with  his  own  men,  and  kept 
company  with  them  thirteen  days,  when,  being  a  little  with- 
out Nantasket  Shoals,  they  were  chased  by  five  vessels,  (one 
a  pretty  large  man-of-war,)  upon  which  he  ordered  the  prizes 
to  steer  different  courses,  and  though  the  man-of-war  chased 
him,  night  coming  on,  he  soon  lost  sight  of  them.  We  hope 
soon  to  hear  of  the  prizes  being  arrived  at  some  safe  port. 
The  prisoners  brought  in  were  landed  here  on  Friday  even- 
ing, who  report  that  they  were  part  of  thirty-three  sail  of 
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transports  wliicli  left  Greenock  in  company,  having  three 
thousand  troops  on  board,  bound  to  Boston. 

Last  Saturday,  arrived  here  tlie  brig  Charming  Peggy, 
Captain  Joseph  Jauncey,  in  twenty-one  days  from  Curacoa, 
having  on  board  twelve  carriage  and  twelve  swivel  guns, 
and  tliirty-five  men  ;  she  has  brought  in  about  fifteen  tons 
of  powder,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  dry-goods.     On 
Thursday,  Captain  Jauncey  spoke  with  Captain  Munro, 
in  a  sloop  belonging  to  Providence,  from  Hispaniola,  who, 
on  his  passage,  had  retaken  two  sloops,  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  Acteon  frigate,  and  ordered  for  Jamaica ;  these 
sloops  were  from  Cape-Fear,  bound  to  Hispaniola,  to  which 
place  Captain  Munro  sent  them.    On  Friday,  Captain  Jaun- 
cey was  chased  by  two  sloops,  with  which  he  exchanged  a 
few  shot ;  and  the  next  morning,  just  as  it  was  light,  with  a 
fair  wind,  he  passed  within  about  three  miles  of  a  man-of- 
war,  which  lay  at  anchor  under  the  east  side   o[  Block- 
Island,  who,  as  soon  as  they  discovered  the  brig,  made  all 
the  sail  they  could  after  her,  and  followed  her  within  a  few 
miles  of  our  harbour.     Those  vessels  being  seen  at  some 
distance  off  from  the  heights  about  this  town,  the  Columbus, 
Captain  JVhipple,  the  Andrew  Doria,  Captain  Biddle,  and 
the  Providence,  Captain  Jones,  put  out  as  fast  as  possible ; 
but  as  soon  as  they  got  within  about  two  leagues  of  the  ship, 
supposed  to  be  the  Cerberus,  she  made  all  the  sail  she  could 
from  them,  and  stood  up  the  western  Sound  ;  they  chased 
her  till  towards  night,  when  the  weather  coming  up  thick, 
they  lost  sight  of  her,  and  returned. 

Captain  Munro,  mentioned  above,  we  are  told,  is  safe  ar- 
rived at  Stonington ;  and  it  is  reported  that  the  two  transports 
taken  by  Captain  Biddle  are  arrived  at  the  eastward. 


the  British  Pirates ;  but  that,  by  the  vigilance  and  activity 
of  the  soldiers,  and  adjacent  inhabitants,  they  have  not  been 
able  as  yet  to  obtain  any  supplies,  and  in  the  frequent  skir- 
mishes the  Pirates  have  always  been  soundly  drubbed as 

they  ought  to  be. 


COLONEL    HORRY    TO   JOHN    L.    GERVI9. 

Camp  on  Haddrell's  Point,  June  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  will  greatly  oblige  me  if  you  will  order  a  quan- 
tity of  salt  to  be  immediately  sent  to  this  post ;  there  are 
now  of  the  Militia  here  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  men, 
and  we  have  only  had  one  barrel,  which  was  borrowed  of 
Colonel  Sumpter's  Regiment ;  and,  upon  inquiry,  I  am  told 
that  the  salt  which  was  intended  for  us  was  sent  to  some 
other  post.  However,  I  am  assured  you  will  relieve  us  as 
soon  as  possible,  for  the  men  complain  that  eating  beef 
without  salt  occasions  their  having  disorders  in  the  bowels. 

I  am  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Daniel  Horry. 
To  John  L.  Gervis,  Esq. 


generax.  mercer  to  president  of  congress. 
[Read  June  24,  1776.] 

Williamsburgh,  June  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honour  yesterday  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  6th  instant,  together  with  a  commission  appointing  me 
a  Brigadier-General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Give  me  leave,  sir,  to  request  of  you  to  present  to  the 
honourable  the  Congress  my  most  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  this  distinguished  mark  of  their  regard. 

I  was  on  duty  with  part  of  my  regiment  before  Gwinn's 
Island,  where  Lord  Dunmore  has  taken  possession,  when 
your  instructions  reached  me ;  in  consequence  of  those,  I 
shall  use  my  utmost  diligence,  after  settling  the  accounts  of 
my  regiment,  to  wait  on  you  in  Philadelphia. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

servant,  .^         nr 

HcGH  Mercer. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


Williamsburgh,  Virginia,  June  15,  1776. 

This  day  arrived  in  town  from  Georgia,  on  his  way  to 
the  General  Congress,  George  Walton,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
Delegates  from  that  Province  ;  also  Lieutenants  Walton  and 
Pannell,  on  the  Recruiting  service.  By  these  gentlemen 
we  learn  that  the  Convention  of  Georgia  have  authorized 
their  Delegates  in  Congress  to  concur  in  any  scheme  which 
may  be  proposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Colonies, 
even  to  a  total  separation  from  Great  Britain,  and  that,  in 
the  mean  while,  a  form  of  Government  had  been  established 
in  the  Province. 

We  also  learn  that  the  islands  upon  the  coast  of  Georgia, 
which  abound  with  live  stock,  are  continually  infested  by 


MARYLAND  DELEGATES  IN  CONGRESS  TO  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  June  15,  177G. 

Gentlemen:  Youi-s  of  the  10th  instant  was  delivered  to 
us  yesterday.  It  has  happened  very  well  that  you  have  called 
a  ('onvention  on  the  20th;  though,  for  the  purpose  of  corn- 
plying  with  the  resolve  of  Congress,  we  think  your  own 
powers  are  fully  adequate. 

It  never  was  intended  that  any  part  of  the  Militia  was 
compellable  to  march  out  of  the  Province  ;  nor  do  we  know 
of  any  power  in  oui-s,  even  though  the  Convention  was  sit- 
ting, to  order  the  Militia  upon  service  out  of  the  Province. 
It  was  intended  that  the  flying  camp  should  be  formed  by 
voluntary  inlistments  of  the  Militia ;  and  it  was  supposed 
that  the  people  of  the  respective  I'rovinces  would  readily 
and  voluntarily  march  to  the  head-quarters  of  this  flying 
camp,  which  was  ordered  principally  to  defend  the  Middle 
Colonies.  It  will  be  necessary,  however,  to  appoint  ofiicers, 
and  give  directions  to  the  body  of  Militia  when  raised,  and 
this  may  be  done  by  your  Council,  or  the  Convention. 

We  wrote  you  a  few  days  ago,  requesting  a  call  of  the 
Convention  to  deliberate  upon  mattei-s  of  the  last  impor- 
tance, and  we  are  glad  that  an  earlier  meeting  than  we 
expected,  will  afford  an  opportunity  to  our  constituents  to 
communicate  to  us  the  sense  of  the  Province  upon  the  very 
interesting  subjects  mentioned  in  our  letter. 

The  session  will  be  a  very  important  one ;  and  we  wish 
to  attend,  though  we  know  not  whether  it  will  be  agreeable 
to  our  constituents  to  leave  the  Province  unrepresented  in 
Congress,  it  being  a  matter  of  much  consequence  to  keep 
up  the  representation  at  this  and  all  other  times.  We  shall 
wait  to  hear  from  you  and  them  upon  this  head ;  indeed, 
we  cannot  quit  the  Congress  without  leave,  which  will  not 
be  given  here  unless  our  attendance  in  Convention  is  de- 
sired. Mr.  TY/^Amrtw  left  us  yesterday.  Mr.  Pac«  is  here. 
We  have  nothing  new  since  we  last  had  the  honour  of  ad- 
dressing you.  The  Continental  proof  of  cannon  is  two-thirds 
of  the  weight  of  a  ball  of  powder,  and  two  balls  ;  though  this 
is  said  to  be  less  powder  than  is  used  for  the  purpose  in 
England. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient servants,  T.  Stone, 

J.  Rogers. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

P.  S.  We  have  sent  by  the  stage  four  reams  of  paper,  a 
box  of  instruments,  and  a  gun-carriage. 


GEORGE  COOK  TO  COLONEL  PLATER. 

Smith's  Creek,  June  15,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  sent  you  by  this  opportunity  the  draft 
of  Smith's  Creek.  I  hope  it  will  please,  as  I  have  laid  it  down 
as  correctly  as  I  possibly  could ;  it  took  me  much  longer  than 
I  expected.  I  was  three  days  and  a  half  in  taking  the  angles 
and  distance  of  places,  with  the  soundings  in  the  channel  and 
on  the  bars,  and  two  days  in  platting.  The  three  and  a  half 
days  was  obliged  to  hire  two  hands  to  attend  me.  I  am  at 
this  time  much  hurried  by  a  report  of  part  of  Dunmore s  fleet 
intending  up  the  bay,  expected  to  land  off  Lookout.  The 
news  is  brought  by  the  tender  of  the  Congress ;  they  had  it 
from  deserters  fi-om  the  fleet  of  Dunmore.    Excuse  haste. 

I  am,  dear,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

George  Cook. 
To  Colonel  Plater. 


AMOS    GARRETT    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 
Hirford  County,  Swan  Creek,  June  15,  1771). 

Sirs  :  Agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  the  Convention,  I 
have  been  endeavouring,  as  Superintendant  of  the  Saltpetre 
Works  of  this  County,  to  comply  with  the  same,  but  have 
met  with  difficulties  in  the  essay  that  I  did  not  expect  from 
the  several  publications  thereof.  I  have  got  my  works  erect- 
ed, and  materials  collected  for  going  on  with  it.  1  have 
been  some  time  at  work,  but  whether  owing  to  extra  wet 
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season  when  I  raised  the  earths,  or  its  not  rising  so  plenti- 
fully in  our  flat  clayey  lands  as  in  those  more  hilly  and  dry, 
I  cannot  tell,  but  cannot  find  the  quantities  contained  in 
the  earths  1  have  tried  as  has  been  published.  I  think  I 
shall  now  produce  six  or  eight  pounds  per  day,  and  have 
hopes  of  more.  I  have  three  boilers — seventy,  sixty,  and 
thirty  gallons — which  we  use  more  or  less  every  day.  I  have 
weighed  what  is  made  and  fit  for  sending  away,  this  day, 
and  find  I  have  seventy-five  pounds,  which  I  hope  will  be 
called  good.  I  fear  my  success  is  far  short  of  many,  but  it 
is  all  I  could  well  send  at  this  time ;  my  desire  to  serve  is 
as  much  as  any  concerned.  I  hope  failure  in  quantity  will 
not  be  attributed  to  any  neglect  in  me.  I  shall  advise  from 
time  to  time  of  my  success. 

I  am,  sirs,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Amos  Garrett. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

P.  S.  I  have  sent  a  small  sample,  which  your  Honours 
will  have  to  compare  with  the  productions  of  other  Counties. 
1  have  now  ready,  and  shall  finish  this  week,  fifty  bayonets, 
and  shall  continue  to  make. 


RICHARD    HARRISON    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

St.  Eustatia,  June  13,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  My  last  was  of  the  1 8th  ultimo,  by  Cap- 
tain Calender,  enclosing  duplicates  of  the  papers  sent  by 
the  John,  Captain  Speake,  who  sailed  the  14th,  with  six 
thousand  pounds  of  powder  and  twenty-two  barrels  sulphur, 
on  your  account,  which  I  hope  is  now  safely  landed  with 
you.  By  that  opportunity  I  informed  you  of  my  having 
six  thousand  more  left,  four  thousand  of  which  1  took  down 
with  me  to  this  place,  expecting  a  readier  conveyance  for 
it  than  from  my  own.  On  my  arrival,  I  found  none  but  the 
brig  Friendship,  which  Mr.  Vanbihher  had  partly  engaged 
on  freight  for  Virginia.  In  her  1  determined  to  ship  also ; 
but  finding  that  I  should  be  obliged  to  advance  money  for 
fitting  her  out,  and  every  other  extra  expense,  besides  insu- 
ring her,  I  concluded  it  would  be  more  to  your  interest  to 
purchase  her,  and  receive  ten  per  cent,  on  the  goods  I  could 
procure  on  freight,  especially  as  I  could  make  the  payment 
so  convenient  to  you  ;  accordingly,  I  have  agreed  with  Cap- 
tain Martin  for  her,  at  nine  hundred  pounds,  Maryland  cur- 
rency; have  taken  his  bill  of  sale,  and  given  him  my  two 
drafts  of  this  date  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  each, 
on  you  at  ten  days'  sight,  which  you  will  please  to  honour 
and  pass  to  my  debit,  and  at  the  same  time  credit  me  with 
the  vessel.  This  purchase,  I  flatter  myself,  cannot  but  be 
agreeable  to  you.  She  is  a  fine  new  vessel,  sails  fast,  and 
will  be  well  fitted  for  another  voyage,  a  cruise,  or  for  sale, 
as  you  may  judge  proper.  The  freight  you  will  have  to 
receive  will  amount  to  half  the  cost;  and  should  you  be 
so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  her,  the  damage  will  be  no  more 
than  if  I  had  chartered  and  insured  her.  I  have  shipped 
for  you,  by  this  vessel,  fourteen  thousand  one  hundred  pounds 
of  powder,  and  twenty-three  bales  of  Holland  duck,  (which 
is  as  much,  and  rather  more,  than  the  remainder  of  my 
money  would  purchase,)  amounting  to  twenty-six  hundred 
and  seventy-four  pounds  seven  shillings  and  four  pence, 
your  currency,  which  you  will  please  to  note  in  my  account, 
invoice  and  bill  of  lading  therefor  being  enclosed.  With 
this  a  letter  will  be  delivered  you,  signed  by  Mr.  Vanhibber 
and  myself,  by  which  you  will  find  we  entered  into  a  copart- 
nership ;  the  motives  of  it  are  therein  sufficiently  explained, 
also  what  we  have  done  in  consequence  ;  I  shall  not,  there- 
fore, dwell  longer  ujxjn  it  in  this  place. 

I  intended,  by  Captain  Martin,  to  have  furnished  my 
account  current  with  you,  but  the  unexpected  and  agreeable 
intelligence  of  Captain  Conway's  arrival  at  St.  Pierre  will 
not  permit  me  to  stay  and  collect  an  account  of  the  brig's 
disbursements.  He  got  in  on  the  10th.  I  leave  this  to- 
night, and  hope  to  see  him  in  three  days.  Everything  is 
ready,  and  I  shall  despatch  him  immediately,  with  a  valu- 
able cargo.     1  am,  &c. 

N.  B.  Should  Messrs.  Jenifer  and  Hooe  apply  to  you 
for  any  money  on  my  account,  I  should  be  obliged  by  your 
furnishing  them  with  as  far  as  five  hundred  pounds. 

Martinique,  July  9,  1776. 

Sirs  :  The  preceding  is  a  copy  of  what  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  writing  you  from  St.  Eustatia,  per  Captain  John  Martin; 


I  have  only  now  to  add,  that  under  cover  you  will  find  du- 
plicates of  the  invoice  and  bill  of  lading  for  the  goods  I 
shipped  by  him,  also  bill  of  lading  and  invoice  for  thirty-four 
casks  powder,  now  shipped  by  the  Molly,  Captain  Conway, 
which  closes  the  purchase  made  for  you  on  my  separate 
account :  and  I  have  therefore  sent  a  copy  of  my  account 
current ;  leaving  a  balance  in  my  favour  of  nine  hundred  and 
forty-eight  pounds  ten  shillings  and  nine  pence,  your  money. 
If  right,  you  will  please  to  enter  it  accordingly,  and  credit 
what  you  receive  in  future,  as  already  advised. 

1  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Richard  Harrison. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY   TO   GENERAL  WASH- 
INGTON. 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  June  15,  1776. 

Sir:  By  the  enclosed  resolution  of  Congress  your  Ex- 
cellency will  perceive  there  is  an  intention  of  erecting  some 
works  of  defence  at  Billingsport,  on  the  river  Delaware, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Safety.  As  they 
are  extremely  desirous  of  rendering  that  important  post  as 
strong  as  the  nature  of  its  situation  will  permit,  a  skilful 
Engineer  should  be  on  the  spot  to  view  the  ground,  and 
furnish  suitable  plans.  Our  deficiencies  in  that  respect  puts 
us  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  your  Excellency  to 
furnish  us  with  a  proper  person  for  that  purpose,  and  we 
hope  the  situation  of  New-  York  will  not  be  such  as  to  make 
it  improper  to  comply  with  our  request. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  ^  <-,  ^,    . 

George  Clymer,  Lharrman. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


PHILADELPHIA  COUNTY  COMMITTEE. 

In  Philadelphia  County  Committee,  June  15,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  recommended  to 
the  Townships  in  this  County  that  have  not  chosen  persons 
to  receive  the  Arms  from  the  non-Associators,  and  also 
those  that  have  chosen  persons  who  neglect  that  duty,  to 
meet  on  the  6th  day  of  July  next,  at  some  convenient  place 
in  their  respective  Townships,  and  choose  three  proper  per- 
sons in  each  Township  for  that  purpose,  agreeably  to  a  late 
Resolve  of  Assembly,  and  that  the  Township  Committee- 
men (where  such  are  chosen)  are  requested  to  advertise 
their  respective  Townships  of  the  place  and  time  of  day  to 
meet. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Colonels  of 
the  several  Battalions  of  this  County  to  give  intelligence  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  as  soon  as  possible,  of  the  state  and 
condition  of  their  Battalions  with  respect  to  their  Fire- Arms 
and  Accoutrements. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

Enoch  Edwards,  Secretary. 


BERKS  county  (Pennsylvania)  committee. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  Berks  Coun- 
ty, the  15th  of  June,  1776,  ordered,  that  the  following  Re- 
solve of  this  Committee,  and  the  Acknowledgments  of  John 
Ebeling,  Matthias  Rhodes,  Jonathan  Rhodes,  and  Henry 
Kettner,  be  published  in  the  English  and  German  Papers. 
CoLLiNSON  Read,  Secretary. 

Whereas  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  have 
recommended  it  to  the  several  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
Councils,  and  Committees  of  Safety  of  the  several  United 
Colonies,  to  cause  all  persons  to  be  disarmed  within  their 
respective  Colonies  who  are  notoriously  disaffected  to  the 
cause  of  America,  or  who  have  not  associated  and  refuse 
to  associate  for  the  defence  of  these  Colonies  by  arms 
against  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  British  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, and  that  such  of  the  said  Arms  as  are  fit  for  use,  or 
which  can  be  made  so,  be  appraised,  as  by  the  said  recom- 
mendation of  the  Congress  is  directed  ;  in  pursuance  where- 
of the  Assembly  of  this  Province  have  resolved  that  three 
freemen  shall  be  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of  every  Town- 
ship in  the  Province,  who  shall  meet  those  chosen  by  the 
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two  adjoining  Townships,  to  collect  the  Anns  from  the  dis- 
affected persons  and  non-Assoc:iators  aforesaid;  and  have 
further  directed  that  the  Committees  of  Inspection  and  Ob- 
servation in  each  County  shall  take  care  that  the  said 
recommendation  of  Congress  be  effectually  put  in  execution  : 
And  whereas  some  people  in  /icrfa  County,  in  contempt  of 
tlie  said  authority,  have  refused  to  deliver  up  their  Arms  to 
the  said  collectoi-s,  and  put  the  Committee  to  the  disagree- 
able necessity  of  taking  proper  notice  of  their  conduct ; — this 
publick  notice  is  given,  as  well  to  the  said  disaffected  per- 
sons and  non-Associators  as  to  the  said  collector  in  this 
County,  that  the  Committee  will  afford  all  the  assistance 
in  their  power  to  the  said  collectors  in  procuring  the  Arms 
aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  of  their  neglect  or  refusal  to  do  their 
duty,  will  take  such  notice  of  them,  and  such  further  mea- 
sures as  will  answer  the  intention  of  the  said  resolves. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  proved  before  the  Committee  of 
Berks  County  that  we,  the  subscribers,  have  been  guilty 
of  spreading  a  report  that  the  Officers  of  the  Milita  Company 
of  Colebrookdale  Township,  in  the  said  County,  had  sold 
their  men  to  the  Colonel  of  the  battalion  to  which  they  be- 
long :  We  do  hereby  acknowledge  our  misconduct,  and  beg 
pardon  of  the  Officers  of  the  said  company  for  spreading 
the  said  report,  and  do  promise  for  the  future  to  conduct 
ourselves  so  as  to  give  no  offence  to  the  said  company  or 
any  other  of  the  Associators  of  this  County. 

Witness  our  hands :  Matthias  Roth, 

Jonathan  Roth. 
June  15,  1776. 

Whereas  I,  the  subscriber,  have  greatly  abused  the  per- 
sons appointed  to  collect  the  Arms  of  the  non-Associators 
in  the  Township  of  Bern,  in  Berks  County,  for  which  I  was 
justly  con6ned  by  the  Committee  of  the  said  County ;  I  do 
therefore  beg  pardon  of  the  publick  for  ray  misconduct,  and 
promise  to  behave  myself  for  the  future  so  as  to  give  no 
offence  to  the  publick,  or  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the 
Congress,  Assemblies,  or  Committees,  acting  by  their  au- 
thority. 

Witness  my  hand :  Henry  Kettnek. 

June  15,  1776. 

Whereas  I,  the  subscriber,  have  declared  that  no  person 
who  hath  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  King  ought 
to  be  permitted  to  hold  any  office  in  the  Militia,  and  that 
Henry  Chreist  and  Baltzer  Geehr,  Esquires,  were  unfit  per- 
sons to  be  Colonels  for  that  reason ;  and  whereas  I  am  now 
convinced  that  if  such  an  opinion  should  prevail  it  would 
occasion  the  removal  of  many  worthy  officers  who  have  taken 
the  said  oaths  before  the  same  were  dispensed  with  by  the 
honourable  Congress,  and  promote  great  disturbances  amono- 
the  Associators :  I  do  therefore  hereby  declare  that  I  look 
upon  the  said  opinion  as  unjustifiable  and  wrong,  and  beg 
pardon  of  Colonel  Geehr  for  the  disturbance  my  declaring 
the  same  hath  produced  in  his  battalion  ;  and  I  do  engage 
for  the  future  not  to  mention  the  same,  or  any  other  matter 
which  may  tend  to  the  disturbance  of  the  Associators,  or 
other  persons  engaged  in  the  support  of  the  publick  mea- 
sures necessary  at  this  time. 

Witness  my  hand :  John  Ebeling. 

June  15,  1776. 


ADDRESS    TO    THE    INHABITANTS    OF    NEW-JERSEY. 

Countrymen  and  Friends:  This  Province  has  been 
requested  by  the  Continental  Congress  to  send,  without  de- 
lay, from  their  Militia,  three  thousand  three  hundred  men  to 
New-York,  in  consequence  of  authentick  information  that 
the  grand  attack  of  our  common  enemy  this  summer,  which 
will  probably  prove  the  decisive  campaign,  is  to  be  upon 
that  city  ;  and  that  their  force  may  be  expected  there  in  a 
few  days.  Your  Representatives  in  this  Congress  have, 
with  all  the  despatch  in  their  power,  and  with  the  utmost 
unanimity,  prepared  an  ordinance  for  raising  the  number 
called  for,  as  equally  from  the  different  parts  of  the  Province 
as  possible.  They  have  determined  to  raise  the  men  by 
voluntary  inlistment  in  the  several  Counties,  in  full  confi- 
dence that  in  this  way  they  will  be  raised  most  speedily,  as 
well  as  consist  of  persons  of  the  greatest  spirit  and  alacrity 
for  the  important  service.  Filled  with  the  same  zeal  for  the 
defence  of  their  country,  they  apply  to  you  J)y  this  short 
Address,  and  in  the  most  earnest  and  aflectiohate  manner 


entreat  you  not  to  sully  the  reputation  acquired  on  all  former 
occasions ;  but  to  give  a  new  proof  to  the  publick  of  your 
courage  and  intrepidity  as  men  of  your  unalterable  attach- 
ment to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  the  sincerity  of  your 
unanimous  resolutions  from  the  beginning  of  this  contest. 
Were  there  time  to  draw  up  a  long  discourse  in  this  hour 
of  danger,  the  arguments  that  might  be  used  are  innumera- 
ble ;  and  as  some  of  them  are  of  the  most  urgent,  so  (blessed 
be  God)  others  arc  of  the  most  encouraging  and  animating 
kind. 

The  danger  is  not  only  certain,  but  immediate  and  immi- 
nent. It  does  not  admit  of  a  moment's  delay,  for  our  unjust 
and  implacable  enemy  is  at  hand.  The  place  where  the 
attack  is  expected  is  of  the  last  importance — not  only  a  city 
of  great  extent,  the  interest  of  whose  numerous  inhabitants 
must  be  exceedingly  dear  to  us,  but  situated  in  the  middle 
of  the  Colonies,  and  where  the  success  of  the  enemy  would 
separate  the  Provinces,  and  disunite  their  efforts  by  land, 
which  are  of  necessity  liable  to  interruption  from  the  enemy's 
fleet  by  sea.  It  is  scarce  worth  while  to  add,  that  this  Pro- 
vince, by  its  vicinity,  would  then  be  exposed  to  the  cruel 
depredations  of  the  enemy,  who,  happily,  hitherto  have  been 
able  to  do  us  little  or  no  mischief  but  by  theft  and  rapine. 
It  would  seem  to  carry  an  unjust  suspicion  of  you  to  say 
any  more  on  our  own  private  interest,  as  we  hope  every 
honest  man  is  chiefly  concerned  for,  and  will  strain  every 
nerve  in  support  of  the  common  cause  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies. 

We  cannot  help  putting  you  in  mind  how  signally  Al- 
mighty God  has  piospered  us  hitherto,  and  crowned  our 
virtuous  efforts  with  success.  The  expulsion  of  the  enemy 
from  Boston,  where  they  first  took  possession,  and  begun 
their  oppressive  measures,  was  an  event  as  disgraceful  to 
them  as  it  was  advantageous  to  the  publick  cause,  and 
honourable  to  that  brave  and  resolute  army  by  which  it  was 
accomplished.  It  will  certainly  be  no  small  encouragement 
to  those  who  shall  now  proceed  to  the  place  of  danger,  that 
they  shall  join  with  many  of  the  same  soldiers  who  have 
gained  immortal  honour  by  their  past  conduct,  as  well  as 
serve  under  that  wise  and  able  leader  whose  prudence, 
firmness  and  attention  to  his  great  charge,  have  procured 
him  the  most  unlimited  confidence,  both  of  those  who  direct 
the  publick  counsels  and  of  those  who  are  in  anns  under 
his  command. 

We  must  not  forget  the  activity  and  success  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Southern  Colonies.  They  ran  to  arms  in 
thousands  the  moment  they  heard  of  an  attack,  both  in 
Virginia  and  North- Carolina.  God  was  pleased,  in  botli 
cases,  to  reward  their  alacrity,  for  they  obtained  a  complete 
victory  over  their  enemies,  with  so  little  loss  of  blood,  as  was 
not  barely  wonderful,  but  scarcely  credible.  At  the  battle 
of  Moore's  Creek  Bridge,  there  were  but  a  few  men  killed  ; 
and  at  Norfolk,  Great-Bridge,  we  did  not  loose  a  single 
life. 

Time  does  not  permit  us  to  enlarge  on  the  past  events  of 
this  war,  in  which  the  kindness  of  Providence  is  so  clearly 
to  be  seen.  We  therefore  only  further  observe,  that  by  the 
preparations  in  Britain  for  this  campaign,  and  by  all  the 
intelligence  received  from  Europe,  it  is  plain  that  not  honour 
and  advantage  only,  but  absolute  necessity,  requires  us  to 
exert  our  utmost  efforts,  for  all  is  at  stake.  Every  one  is 
now  obliged  to  confess  what  many  saw  long  ago,  that  en- 
tire and  unconditional  submission  is  the  point  to  which  our 
enemies  are  determined  to  bring  us,  if  in  their  power ;  so 
that  nothing  remains  for  us  but  either  the  abject  slavery  of 
tributary  States,  or  to  maintain  our  rights  and  liberties  by 
force  of  arms,  and  hand  down  the  fair  inheritance  to  our 
posterity  by  a  brave  and  determined  defence. 

We  desire  and  expect  that,  in  such  a  situation  of  things, 
all  particular  difference  of  small  moment,  arising  from  what- 
ever cause — whether  religious  denominations,  rivalship  of 
diflerent  classes  of  men,  scarcity  of  some  articles  of  com- 
merce, or  any  other — may  be  entirely  laid  aside.  The  present 
danger  requires  the  most  perfect  union.  Let  every  enemy 
perceive  that  the  Representatives  of  the  Colonies,  as  soon 
as  they  determine  upon  any  measure,  are  able  to  bring  out 
the  whole  strength  of  this  vast  country  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
cution. 

That  you  may  be  under  no  apprehension,  either  of  in- 
equality in  the  burden,  or  that  our  own  coasts  will  be  left 
unguarded  by  the   destination  of  this  brigade,   we   have 
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thought  it  best  to  inform  you  that  the  Continental  Congress 
have  amply  provided  for  tlie  defence  of  this  Province,  and 
have  made  such  an  arrangement  of  the  Continental  Army 
for  the  ensuing  campaign,  as  lays  an  equal  burden  on  the 
inhabitants  of  the  different  Colonies ;  in  particular,  that  a 
flying  camp  of  ten  thousand  men  is  now  forming  for  the 
protection  of  the  middle  Colonies,  which,  we  are  credibly 
informed,  is  to  have  its  chief  station  in  this  Province.  We 
add  no  more,  but  that  we  trust  and  hope  that  while  every 
Province  is  making  the  most  spirited  efforts,  ISIcw-Jcrsey,  in 
its  place  and  duty,  will  be  second  to  none. 

Signed  in  name,  and  by  appointment  of  Congress,  at 
Burlington,  June  15, 1776. 

Samuel  Tucker,  President. 


NEW-YOKK    CONGKESS    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  June  15,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Congress  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  fa- 
vour of  the  13th  instant,  respecting  tiie  retention  of  salted 
provisions  by  some  persons  on  Long-Island. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Congress  to  inform  you  that,  by  a 
resolution  of  yesterday,  a  copy  whereof  was  furnished  to  the 
Commissary-General,  they  depend  that  he  will  obtain  the 
provisions  desired  ;  and  that  the  Congress  have  in  contempla- 
tion some  more  general  and  effectual  measures  for  securing 
the  live  stock  in  certain  parts  of  the  Colony  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Army. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  some  information  obtained  from  Mr. 
Abraham  Livingston,  of  a  stock  of  cattle  in  an  exposed 
situation  in  New-Jersey,  of  which  a  copy  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  President  of  New-Jersey  Congress,  or  Committee  of 
Safety. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  very 
humble  servant. 

By  order:  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


COLONEL    MCDOUGALL    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

,  New-York,  June  15,  1776. 

Sir:  All  the  necessaries  for  soldiers'  clothing  are  so  very 
high,  and  the  pay  of  the  Middle  Department  so  much  be- 
low the  Eastern  establishhient,  that  my  soldiers  are  kept 
bare  of  necessary  clothing  and  other  articles :  a  common 
soldier's  shirt  costing  from  seventeen  to  twenty  shillings 
currency,  which  is  half  a  month's  pay.  The  most  of  the 
levies  made  in  great  cities  are  generally  induced  to  enter  the 
service  from  the  sole  consideration  of  pay ;  they  are  there- 
fore uneasy  when  it  is  not  punctually  paid,  and  often  insolent, 
which  provokes  to  correction,  and  this  to  desertion — at  this 
crisis  very  injurious  to  the  service  and  publick  safety.  There 
is  now  one  month  and  a  half  pay  due  to  my  regiment.  For 
these  reasons  I  pray  the  General  would  order  the  regiment 
to  be  paid  to  the  first  current,  which  would  advance  the 
service  and  give  ease  and  peace  to  the  officers.  I  -would, 
on  this  and  other  occasions,  have  made  a  personal  applica- 
tion to  the  General,  but  judged  this  mode  would  be  more 
agreeable  to  you,  as  it  causes  no  interruption  of  business  of 
more  moment,  and  you  could  choose  your  time  to  determine 
on  the  subject.  These  reasons,  I  hope,  will  apologize  for 
this  and  the  other  letters  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  write 
you  on  publick  business. 

I  have  applied  to  the  Convention  to  know  whether  1  am 
to  continue  to  recruit  any  company  of  my  regiment  which 
may  become  incomplete  by  death  or  desertion ;  but  they 
would  not  decide  upon  it,  and  desired  me  to  take  the  Gene- 
ral's direction,  which  I  beg  to  be  favoured  with. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  very  humble 


servant. 


Alexander  McDougall. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 
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GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    JOSHUA    WENTWORTH. 

New- York,  June  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received  yours  of  the  1st  instant,  and  am  to  inform 
you  your  letters  of  the  1.5th  and  22d  oi  April,  advising  of 
the  capture  of  the  brig  Elizabeth,  by  Commodore  Manly, 
were  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Moylan  to  answer ;  but  by 


some  means  or  other  were  not,  nor  can  they  be  found.  It 
will  be,  therefore,  necessary  to  acquaint  me  again  with  the 
contents,  if  you  esteem  my  answer  to  them  material. 

I  have,  agreeable  to  your  request,  transmitted  you  copies 
of  such  resolves  of  Congress  respecting  your  department  as 
are  in  my  hands.  They  will  point  out  the  line  of  conduct 
to  be  observed  in  general  cases,  which,  I  apprehend,  must 
be  pursued.  But  if  there  is  anything  particular  in  the  cap- 
ture you  mention  which  is  not  provided  for,  it  will  be  proper 
that  it  should  be  forwarded  me,  in  order  to  my  referring  it  to 
Congress  for  their  opinion. 

It  is  likely  the  Memorial  you  mention,  if  presented,  has 

already  occasioned  them  to  determine  upon  the  matter.     If 

they  have  not,  and  I  find  it  necessary,  I  shall  transmit  them 

such  a  representation  of  the  circumstances  of  this  capture  as 

you  may  send   me,  not  intending  to  point  out  any  rule  of 

decision  not  authorized  by  Congress. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c.,  „  „, 

'     '  ■'  George  Washington. 

To  Joshua  Wentworth,  Esq.,  Portsmouth. 


general    SCHUTLER   to    general    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  June  15,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  By  Captain  Goforth,  who  arrived  this 
morning,  I  am  honoured  with  your  Excellency's  favour  of 
the  9th  instant,  and  by  Mr.  Watts  with  that  of  the  10th. 

The  resolutions  of  Congress  for  a  further  supply  of  money 
to  be  sent  here,  I  received  on  the  last  ultimo,  and  despatched 
it  by  express  to  Canada,  together  with  the  other  resolutions 
that  were  transmitted  me  by  the  same  conveyance. 

I  am  happy  that  your  Excellency  approves  of  my  con- 
duct in  leaving  Colonel  Dayton  in  Tryon  County.  It  is 
more  than  probable,  from  the  intelligence  I  have  sent  youi* 
Excellency  in  my  several  letters  since  my  return  to  this 
place,  that  he  will,  of  necessity,  remain  in  that  quarter  for 
some  time  at  least,  if  not  during  the  whole  campaign. 

When  I  begged  your  Excellency  for  a  reinforcement  to 
keep  up  the  communication,  fcc,  1  think  I  observed  that  if 
any  came  up,  and  they  were  more  than  sufficient,  I  would 
forward  on  Van  Schaick's.  The  exchanged  prisoners  ar- 
riving, I  immediately  sent  Major  Curtis,  and  four  companies 
of  Van  Schaick's,  to  Canada,  and  have  since  ordered  the 
prisoners  back,  agreeable  to  a  request  of  General  Sullivan; 
signified  to  me  by  Major  Sherburne,  and  am  now  forwarding 
the  provisions  and  garrisoning  i^or<  George  and  Ticonderogct 
with  part  of  the  remainder  of  Van  Schaick's,  and  four  com-' 
panics  of  Wynkoop's,  two  being  in  Tryon  County,  and  two 
upon  duty  and  in  batteaus  here. 

Part  of  what  General  Sidlivan  has  informed  your  Excel- 
lency respecting  Van  Schaick's,  Wynkoop's,  the  wagoners, 
batteaumen,  and  wagonmaster,  is  very  true,  and  I  doubt  not 
but  the  whole  of  his  information  would  have  been  so,  had 
he  been  truly  informed,  which,  I  presume,  nay,  I  am  sure, 
he  was  not ;  to  evince  which,  I  enter  into  a  detail,  because 
my  feehngs  induce  me  to  do  justice  to  every  man,  whatever 
his  station  in  life  may  be ;  and  when  I  censure  and  ap- 
plaud, it  is  always  from  the  heart. 

The  raising  of  Colonel  Van  Schaick's  Regiment  was,  in 
the  first  instance,  left  to  the  New-York  Provincial  Con- 
gress. They  requested  me  to  take  it  in  hand,  and  sent  up 
the  money  Congress  had  advanced  to  them  for  that  purpose. 
Lest  the  service  should  suffer  by  the  delay  which  would 
necessarily  be  occasioned  by  my  refusal,  1  applied  to  the 
Committee  of  this  County,  and  entreated  them  to  recommend 
such  persons  out  of  the  several  districts  as  were  most  likely 
to  raise  the  men  speedily.  This  was  done,  and  I  think  the 
warrants  for  inlisting  were  granted  on  the  15th  of  February. 
And  although  I  incorporated  Curtis' s,*  McCracken's,  and 
Mills's  companies,  to  whom  I  had  given  inlisting  orders  in 
November  last,  for  the  winter  service,  yet  the  regiment  is  far 
from  being  complete,  as  your  Excellency  has  seen  by  Colonel 
Van  Schaick's  return  ;  since  which  several  are  deserted. 

When  General  Sullivan  was  at  Albany,  Van  Schaick's 
Regiment  had  left  it,  and  was  disposed  of  at  the  various  posts, 
from  Half-Moon  to  Crown  Point  included.  Hence  they 
could  not  furnish  "  a  man  for  guard,  or  any  other  duty." 
But  1  sujjpose  General  Sullivan  was  informed  that  Van 
Schaick's  Regiment  was  there,  because  he  was,  as  he  is  still, 

*  Curtis  is  promoted,  Jilills  dead.  Van  Rensselaer  and  Masan  have 
succeeded. 
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and  likely  to  remain,  as  I  must  have  somebody  here  in  my 
absence,  whom  I  can  depend  on  ;  and  it  is  only  a  piece  of 
justice  due  to  him,  when  I  assure  your  Excellency  that  I 
believe  the  Army  affords  few  better  Colonels. 

The  raising  of  H'ynkoops  Regiment  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with ;  it  was  an  affair  deferred  by  Congress  to  the  Con- 
vention at  New-York ;  and  so  little  was  I  informed  of  what 
they  were  doing,  that  your  Excellency  may  recollect  that 
you  and  I  both  conceived  the  few  that  were  here  belonged 
to  Clinton's  Regiment.  As  fast  as  they  came  up  I  employed 
them,  and  furnished  such  with  arms  as  I  could  find  arms  for, 
although  that,  too,  was  the  business  of  the  Convention.  I 
cannot  here,  for  want  of  my  papers,  determine  the  exact 
time  when  the  two  companies  in  Tryon  County  were  fur- 
nished with  arms.  However,  I  am  certain  they  were 
furnished  as  soon  as  they  could  be.  It  is  true  that  all  the 
companies  are  very  deficient  in  numbers,  but  none  so  low  as 
eleven  men.  When  General  Sullivan  was  at  Albany,  part 
of  O'Hara's  company  (which  is,  however,  the  completest 
in  the  regiment)  was  there,  and  amounted  to  the  exact  num- 
ber of  eleven.  These  were  supposed  to  be  a  company  ;  the 
remainder  being  by  your  Excellency's,  General  Putnam's, 
or  the  orders  of  the  Convention,  either  at  New-York  or  the 
Highlands;  and  they  have  so  lately  joined,  as  only  to  have 
crossed  Lake  George  on  the  4th  or  5th  instant. 

What  General  Sullivan  says  of  tapping  the  pork  barrels 
by  the  wagoners  is  undoubtedly  a  fact  with  respect  to  some 
of  them  ;  but  much  of  the  pork  comes  up  in  so  bad  a  condi- 
tion that  it  is  obliged  to  be  pickled  here,  and  hence  the 
blame  ought  not,  by  any  means,  to  be  general,  and  lay  on 
the  wagoners  that  have  carried  up  pork  without  pickle. 

As  to  the  batteaumen,  I  believe  I  know  when  men  work 
to  advantage,  as  well  as  any  man  (excepting  your  Excel- 
lency) in  the  service ;  and  I  do,  upon  my  honour,  declare, 
that  a  better  set  of  batteaumen  I  never  knew  than  what 
were  at  Albany  when  General  Sullivan  was  there,  (except 
some  of  the  troops  who  were  employed  as  such,)  and  I  have 
employed  thousands  of  them,  and  can,  consequently,  speak 
from  experience.  But  the  fault  did  not  lay  with  the  bat- 
teaumen :  it  lay  with  the  troops  that  were  marching  up. 
The  first  regiment  was  ordered  off  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning :  their  baggage  did  not  come  down  till  twelve  ;  at 
two,  the  officers  complained  that  they  could  not  find  the 
batteaumen  ;  they  were  answered,  "  Here  some  of  us  are — 
we  have  been  here  all  day ;  the  rest  are  gone  up  to  their 
dinner."  I  was  present,  reprimanded  the  officers,  and  after- 
wards meeting  General  Sullivan,  I  expressed  my  dissatisfac- 
tion at  the  tardiness  of  the  troops.  He  immediately  ran  to 
push  them  off,  and,  I  suppose,  the  officers,  to  excuse  them- 
selves, faulted  the  batteaumen,  as  they  did  when  I  was  there. 
But,  to  cut  the  matter  short,  the  batteaumen  were  obliged 
to  make  a  trip  to  Half-Moon  every  day,  and  they  did  it, 
when  the  troops  would  permit  them,  which  was  not  often 
the  case,  although  they  sometimes  forced  them  back  without 
suffering  them  to  eat  a  mouthful,  until  the  batteaumen  (tired 
of  the  ill  usage)  all  threatened  to  do  what  some  actually 
did — leave  the  service  and  forfeit  their  wages,  rather  than  to 
be  ill  treated  as  they  were.  And  nothing  prevented  it  but 
my  coming  in  the  very  moment  when  they  were  swinging 
their  packs ;  and  by  promises  to  prevent  such  ill  usage  for 
the  future,  I  prevailed  on  them  to  stay. 

Nor  were  the  wagoners  that  carried  baggage  treated  one 
whit  better.  As  soon  as  I  can  get  to  Fort  George  I  will 
send  your  Excellency  copies  of  my  orders  on  the  occasion, 
which,  I  think,  were  pointed,  clear,  and  reasonable,  and 
which,  however,  did  not  prevent  a  repetition  of  abuses ;  for 
Colonel  Irvine  and  others,  in  direct  defiance  of  those  orders, 
which  he  saw  at  Albany,  and  which  were  shown  him  on 
the  road  by  one  of  the  Assistant  Quartermasters,  took  away 
the  stationed  wagoners  from  the  portages,  without  provender 
for  their  horses,  provisions  for  themselves,  or  a  blanket  to 
cover  them.  Nor  could  those  escape  who  had  discharges 
to  return  home  to  recruit  their  horses  worn  out  in  the  service. 
For  this  conduct,  which  deranged  my  affairs,  and  threatened 
a  total  stop  to  transportation,  I  put  Colonel  Irvine  and 
another  officer  under  arrest,  until  the  matters  were  settled 
with  the  wagoners. 

As  to  the  wagonmaster,  he  is  an  industrious,  active,  and, 
I  believe,  an  honest  man.  But  it  is  not  in  his  power,  nor 
any  man's  whatsoever,  to  procure  wagons  at  all  times ;  and 
at  that  time  it  was  peculiarly  difficult,  both  on  account  of 


the  scarcity  of  forage,  the  badness  of  the  roads,  and  the  ex- 
travagant abuses  the  wagoners  had  met  with  from  some  of 
the  troops  that  preceded  General  Sullivan's  Brigade. 

But,  my  dear  sir,  nothing  is  more  common  than  for  some 
officers,  when  they  have  neglected  their  duty,  to  impute  it 
to  others  ;  and  I  suppose,  when  General  Sullivan  reprimand- 
ed the  officere  and  spurred  them  on,  which  he  certainly  did, 
they  flew  to  that  unjustifiable  and  ungenerous  subterfuge. 

I  am  well  aware,  my  dear  General,  of  the  truth  of  your 
observation,  that  men,  uninfluenced  by  principles  of  honour 
and  justice,  will  abuse  their  trust.  From  a  full  conviction 
of  this  truth,  which  it  is  necessary  for  every  man  in  business 
to  know,  I  have  made  it  the  invariable  rule  of  my  conduct 
to  watch  every  man's  conduct  with  attention  ;  and  by  making 
the  most  of  every  moment  I  find  time  to  do  it  too. 

I  have  already  observed  to  your  Excellency,  in  mine  of 
the  10th,  that  I  had  taken  measures  for  forwarding  flour; 
a  sufficient  quantity  for  the  present  is,  I  hope,  arrived. 

As  to  fortifying  Ticonderoga  and  Fori  George,  and  open- 
ing the  road  by  IVood  Creek,  it  is  utterly  impossible  with 
the  men  I  have  now  left ;  they  are  so  fully  employed  in  the 
batteaus,  &c.,  that  I  do  not  believe  there  is  now  a  relief 
at  Fort  George  for  a  subaltern's  guard. 

I  have  not  a  prospect  of  procuring  an  Engineer  in  this 
country.  I  have  a  relation,  of  a  mathematical  turn  and 
very  ingenious,  but  he  wants  activity;  besides  him,  I  know 
not  another  in  this  quarter. 

Your  Excellency  may  depend  upon  it  that  no  prisoners 
shall  be  sent  by  me  by  the  way  of  New-  York.  Permit  me  to 
remind  you  that  Dundee  was  ordered  from  IJlsier  County 
before  I  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  21st  ult., 
and  that  I  took  notice  of  it  in  mine  in  answer.  I  shall 
write  to  every  Committee  agreeable  to  your  orders. 

I  am  really  at  a  loss  to  what  place  to  send  the  prisoners 
that  are  in  [7/!s<er  County.  Connecticut  will  be  much  bur- 
dened ;  sixty  at  least  are  going  there  in  a  few  days  that 
were  lately  sent  here  from  Tryon  County  and  apprehended 
in  this,  and  I  expect  a  considerable  number  from  Canada. 

I  have  already  given  your  Excellency  an  account  of  the 
number  of  batteaus,  and  of  their  disposition. 

Your  Excellency  has  great  reason  to  be  surprised  that 
you  have  had  no  particular  account  of  Bedel's  affair,  and 
you  complain  with  the  highest  justice  of  not  receiving  re- 
turns, which  are  certainly  essentially  necessary.  As  to  the 
first,  I  have  not  had  a  line  upon  the  subject  from  any  person 
whatsoever  in  Canada,  nor  have  I  seen  any  account  of  it 
other  than  that  in  the  letter  from  the  Commissioners,  which 
was  left  open  for  my  perusal,  and  which  I  left  open  for  your 
Excellency,  if  you  should  have  returned  to  New- York  by 
the  time  it  reached  that  place ;  and  your  Excellency  may 
be  assured  that,  as  I  have  never  yet  neglected  to  give  you 
copies  of  any  letters  of  the  least  consequence  that  were 
sent  to  me,  I  shall  not  now  begin  to  be  guilty  of  such  an 
improper  conduct ;  and  I  give  you  my  honour  that  I  have 
had  intelligence  from  Canada  conveyed  to  me  by  the  New- 
York  newspaper,  which  I  think  ought  to  have  come  imme- 
diately to  me.  As  to  returns,  I  have  already  informed  your 
Excellency,  in  mine  of  the  1 1  th  and  1 2th  instant,  that  I  never 
had  any  except  the  one  from  General  Wooster,  which  I  then 
sent  you.  But  I  dare  say  I  shall  soon  have  the  pleasure  of 
transmitting  you  one,  as  General  Sullivan  promised  me,  be- 
fore he  left  Fort  George,  that  he  would  do  all  in  his  power 
to  have  them  regularly  transmitted ;  and  as  he  now  com- 
mands, I  think  we  can  depend  upon  having  them. 

I  have  long  since  given  orders  for  a  sufficient  supply  of 
provisions.  I  have  mentioned  the  number  of  barrels  of 
pork  and  flour  that  was  necessary;  none  or  a  very  trifle  of 
pork  is  to  be  procured  here.  I  shall  again  immediately 
draw  an  estimate  of  what  is  wanting,  and  transmit  it  to  Mr. 
Trumbull. 

I  am  fully  convinced  that  your  Excellency  intended  me 
all  possible  justice  on  the  subject  of  the  complaint  preferred 
against  me  ;  and  since  you  think  it  so  absolutely  unnecessary 
for  any  inquiry  to  be  made,  I  shall  rest  satisfied,  contenting 
myself  with  giving  your  Excellency's  opinion  of  the  matter 
whenever  it  may  be  necessary. 

By  the  enclosed  your  Excellency  will  see  what  progress 
has  been  made  on  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  3d 
instant.  Whether  your  Excellency  and  Congress  will  ap- 
prove of  our  mode  of  raising  these  Indians,  I  know  not ;  or 
whether  I  shall  be  justified  in  issuing  warrants  for  the  money; 
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but  all  present  agreed  that  we  should  not  be  able  to  get  any 
to  the  eastward  on  better  terms.  What  our  success  will  be 
to  the  westward,  I  cannot  guess ;  I  fear  not  much,  as  even 
the  Oneidas,  who  are  our  best  friends,  do  not  choose  to 
leave  their  own  country. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  of  the  people  in  Tryon  County 
and  here,  that  whilst  Lady  Johnson  is  kept  a  kind  of  hostage. 
Sir  John  (who  can,  by  means  of  the  Mohaivks,  receive  in- 
telligence from  her  as  often  as  she  may  please  to  send  it) 
will  not  carry  matters  to  excess,  and  I  have  been  entreated 
to  keep  her  here.  But  as  it  was  a  matter  of  delicacy,  when 
Mr.  Watts  delivered  me  your  Excellency's  letter  I  proposed 
that  security  should  be  given  that  Lady  Johnson  should  be 
forthcoming  when  called  upon ;  and  besides  the  above  rea- 
sons, 1  was  the  more  induced  to  this  request,  as  I  was  in- 
formed, from  good  authority,  that  she  exults  in  the  prospect 
she  has  of  soon  hearing  that  Sir  John  will  ravage  the  coun- 
try on  the  Mohawk  River.  Mr.  Watts  declined  giving  any 
security,  and  soon  after  wrote  me  a  note,  (a  copy  of  which 
I  enclose  with  copy  of  my  answer,)  and  afterwards  a  sebond, 
which  I  also  answered,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed. 

1  find  that  since  it  has  been  hinted  that  she  is  a  good 
security  to  prevent  the  effects  of  her  husband's  virulence, 
she  is  very  anxious  to  go  down,  and  which  induces  me  to 
wish  to  keep  her  here. 

The  villain  that  murdered  Colonel  Parsons's  brother  is 
here.  The  Colonel  desired  me  to  send  him  to  New-  York. 
I  wait  your  Excellency's  directions. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  every  friendly  wish,  and  every  re- 
spectful sentiment,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble 
servant,  t,  c- 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

MB.    WATTS    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Mr.  Watts's  compliments  to  General  Schuyler,  informs  him 
he  leaves  Albany  this  evening  with  Captain  Van  Buren.  If 
want  of  time  prevents  him  being  particular,  Mr.  IVatts  will 
mention  to  General  Washington  the  reasons  why  General 
Schuyler  does  not  comply  with  his  request  for  Lady  John- 
son to  go  to  JVew-  York. 

Saturday,  June  15,  1776. 

GENERAL    SCHUYLER  TO   ROBERT    WATTS. 

Albany,  June  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  note,  and  shall  take  the  ear- 
liest opportunity  of  advising  General  Washington  of  the  rea- 
sons which  induce  me  not  to  permit  Lady  Johnson  to  leave 
Albany  on  any  other  terms  than  what  I  proposed  to  you. 
You  will  therefore  please  not  to  give  yourself  the  unneces- 
sary trouble  of  giving  General  Washington  my  reasons. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  Mr.  Robert  Watts. 

ROBERT    WATTS    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Albany,  June  15,  1776. 

Sir:  As  you  will  not  consent  to  Lady  Johnsoti's  going  to 
New-York  without  giving  two  gentlemen  as  securities,  I 
shall  take  it  as  a  favour  if  you  will  let  me  know  as  soon  as 
possible,  by  a  line,  what  engagements  they  are  to  be  under, 
as  I  cannot  apply  to  any  gentleman  until  you  inform  me. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Robert  Watts. 
To  General  Schuyler. 

GENERAL    SCHUYLER    TO    ROBERT    WATTS. 

Albany,  June  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  cannot  fail  of  recollecting  what  engagements 
I  expected  the  gentlemen  should  enter  into  who  might  be- 
come securities ;  but  as  by  your  former  note  of  this  day's 
date  you  seemed  altogether  to  decline  entering  into  such  a 
measure,  I  have  since  again  given  my  sentiments  to  his  Excel- 
lency General  Washington  on  Lady  Johnson^s  situation,  in 
a  fuller  manner  than  I  did  in  my  former  letter  to  him  ;  and 
I  shall  therefore  not  proceed  any  further  until  I  receive  his 
commands. 

1  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  Mr.  Robert  Watts. 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi.  58 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  for  transacting  Indian 
affairs  for  the  Northern  Department,  held  at  Albany,  on 
Thursday,  June  13,  1776 — Present:  General  Schuyler, 
Volkert  P.  Douw,  and  Timothy  Edwards,  Esqs. 

General  Schuyler  laid  before  the  Commissioners  a  Re- 
solve of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  transmitted 
to  him  by  his  Excellency  General  Washington;  which  being 
read,  is  in  the  following  words,  viz : 

"June  3,  1776. — Resolved,  That  the  General  be  em- 
powered to  employ  in  Canada  a  number  of /nrfian*,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  thousand." 

"  A  true  copy,  George  Washington." 

The  Commissioners,  after  having  duly  considered  the 
same,  came  to  the  following  Resolutions : 

1.  That  two  Companies,  to  consist  of  one  Captain,  two 
Lieutenants,  three  Sergeants,  three  Corporals,  and  seventy- 
five  Privates,  be  raised  out  of  the  Mohekander  and  Connec- 
ticut Indians,  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  march,  with- 
out further  orders,  to  Lake  George,  by  the  way  o{ Albany, 
where  they  will  receive  provision,  and  the  billet  money  will 
cease. 

2.  That  if  such  a  number  cannot  be  raised  out  of  the 
said  Indians,  that  the  Companies  be  completed  with  white 
men  living  in  the  vicinity  of  said  Indians,  and  accustomed 
to  the  woods  ;  provided  that  the  white  men  do  not  exceed 
in  number  the  one-third  part  of  the  Indians. 

That  the  pay,  provision  and  billet  money  be  the  same  as 
is  now  given  to  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies. 

That  such  as  cannot  furnish  their  own  arms,  will  be  sup- 
plied out  of  the  publick  stores,  paying  for  the  same  out  of 
their  wages. 

That  the  Committee  of  Stockbridge  and  Mr.  Edwards  b« 
requested  to  appoint  such  officers,  either  of  white  men  or 
Indians,  for  the  Stockbridge  Company,  as  they  shall  deem 
best  qualified  for  the  service. 

That  one  month's  pay  be  advanced  them,  and  that  the 
same  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  Stock- 
bridge,  to  be  by  them  and  Mr.  Edwards  disposed  of  for 
such  necessaries  as  the  Companies  may  immediately  stand 
in  need  of;  and  that  for  the  remainder  of  each  person's  ad- 
vance pay,  if  any  there  be,  the  said  Committee  account 
with  the  Indians,  or  any  pei-sons  authorized  by  them  to  re- 
ceive it. 

That  if  the  Company  should  not  be  complete,  the  advance 
pay  for  such  deficiency  to  be  by  the  said  Committee  return- 
ed to  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Junior,  Esq.,  Deputy -Paymaster 
General. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  requested  to  grant  a  warrant 
on  the  said  Paymaster  in  favour  of  Timothy  Edwards,  Esq., 
for  the  said  advance  pay. 

That  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Gover- 
nour,  &.C.,  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  be  requested  to 
appoint  such  officers,  either  of  white  men  or  Indians,  for  the 
Connecticut  Comj)any  of  Indians,  as  he  shall  deem  best 
qualified  for  the  service. 

That  the  like  advance  pay  be  given  as  to  the  Stockbridge 
Indians,  to  be  paid,  disposed  of,  and  accoimted  for,  by  his 
Honour  Governour  Trumbull,  or  any  person  or  persons  he 
shall  please  to  appoint  for  that  purpose,  in  like  manner  as  is 
mentioned  with  regard  to  the  Stockbridge  Company. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  requested  to  lodge  a  credit 
with  the  Deputy  Paymaster-General,  to  enable  his  Honour 
to  carry  into  execution  what  is  requested  of  him. 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  his  Honour  Governour  Trum- 
bull and  the  Committee  of  Stockbridge,  apologizing  for  the 
liberty  the  Commissioners  take  in  making  the  above  request, 
and  to  entreat  his  Honour  and  the  Committee  of  Stockbridge 
to  aflbrd  their  assistance  in  this  important  business. 

General  Schuyler  informed  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
that,  having  received  intelligence  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland. 
and  others,  of  the  hostile  intentions  of  some  of  the  Western 
Indians,  he  had  found  it  necessary,  to  prevent  delay,  to  des- 
patch a  Message  to  the  Six  Nations,  inviting  them  to  a  con- 
ference at  the  German  Flats,  to  be  held  on  the  1st  day  of 
next  month  :  which  Message  being  read,  was  in  the  words 
following : 
"  Brothers,  Sachems  and  IVairiors  of  the  Six  Nations  : 

"  We,  your  brothers,  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  affaii-s, 
appointed  by  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies,  have  been  or- 
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dered  by  our  Great  Council,  convened  at  Philadelphia,  to 
desire  that  you  will  meet  us  witli  all  possible  despatch. 

"  Brothers  :  As  the  matters  we  have  in  charge  to  com- 
municate to  you  are  of  the  greatest  importance,  we  entreat 
you  to  rise  immediately,  and  to  meet  us  on  the  1st  day  of 
iiexl  month,  at  the  German  Flats,  where  you  will  be  in  no 
danger  of  taking  the  small-pox ;  for  which  reason  we  have 
pitched  upon  that  place  to  open  the  Council  Fire. 

"  Broliiers :  As  the  business  is  of  great  consequence,  we 
desire  that  the  meeting  may  be  full,  and  that  none  that  love 
us  may  be  absent."     A  Belt. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  approve  of  said  Message ;  and 


that  letters  be  written  to  Colonel  Francis  and  Colonel  M^ol- 
cott,  requesting  their  attendance  if  possible. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  honourable  Con- 
tinental Congress,  advising  them  that  daily  expenses  incur 
in  the  Indian  Department,  for  which  money  must  be  imme- 
diately paid  ;  and  that,  as  no  fund  is  established  to  pay  the 
necessary  and  contingent  expenses,  they  will  be  pleased  to 
lodge  a  credit  with  the  Deputy  Paymaster-General  of  the 
Army  for  such  sum  as  that  honourable  body  shall  deem 
meet,  to  be  drawn  but  by  warrant  from  the  Commissioners, 
or  any  three  of  them. 

A  true  copy.     Attest. 


Return  of  the  Continental  Forces  in  Canada,  June  12,  1776. 


REGIMENTS. 


Colonel  Reed's 

Colonel  Stark's 

Colonel  Poor's 

Colonel  Paterson's... 
Colonel  Greaion's.. . . 

Colonel  Bond's 

Colonel  De  Haas's. . , 
Colonel  Maxwell's. . 

Colonel  Winiis's 

Colonel  St.  Clair's.., 
Colonel  Wayne's. . . . 

Colonel  Porter's , 


Colonel  Bnrrel's 

Colonel  Irvine's 

Colonel  Bedel's 

Stanton's  Independent  Company 


Commissioned 
Officers. 


u 


Staff. 


Total I13I1  1078 C6 7361   4  14  12  9  8  325  135  3,591955  5951,075   7|6,241  19  18 


& 


JVon- 
com'd. 


liffective  Rank  and  File. 


230 
28(1 
2' 
20)1 

230 

3fi8 
324 
357 
334 
146 

108 

86 

493 

106 

12 


03 

100 
44 

■m 

35 
305 

18 

U 

42 
■26 
28 
16 

11 

17 

31 
38 
24 


50 
26 
39 
80 
26 

42 

117 

73 

15 

9 

56 

67 

369 

93 
IS 


439 
411 

535 

47 

359 

316 

556 
483 
428 
437 
219 

186 

565 

620 
172 

38 


Wanting  to 
complete. 


-a 


229 


117 
217 
203 


766 


Alterations 
since  last 
Return. 


12 


213   5  26 


10 


At  Montreal. 
AtSoiel. 
At  St.  Julins. 
At  Montreal. 
At  St.  Johns. 

!Ai  Berthier  and 
other  plates. 
At  Sorel. 
At  Sorel. 
At  Sorel. 
At  Sorel. 
At  Sorel. 

!At  Sorel,  Cham- 
bly,  &c. 
At    Sorel,   Ber- 
thier, &c. 
At  Sorel. 
J  At  Berthier  and 
\  places  unknown. 


Artillery  Regiment :  Captains,  2;  Captain-Lieutenants,  2  ;  First  Lieutenants,  4;  Second  Lieutenant,  1 ;  Lieutenant  Fire-worker,  1 ;  Sergeants, 
8;  Corporals,  8;  Bombardiers,  8;  Gunners,  15;  Drums,  3;  Fifes,  2;  Matrosses,  67;  Sick,  3. 

The  scattered  and  confused  state  of  the  troops  when  General  Sullivan  arrived  in  Canada  has  rendered  it  impossible  to  make  an  accurate  Return. 
Even  the  Colonels  of  some  Regiments  cannot  tell  where  some  part  of  their  Regiments  are,  they  have  been  so  harassed  and  dispersed  to  different 
posts.  I  have  as  nearly  ascertained  the  state  of  the  Army  here  as  lay  in  my  power;  the  totals  are  nearly  right,  but  the  distributions  are  somewhat 
erroneous.  Some  of  those  returned  on  command  (Colonel  Oe  Haas,  Colonel  Max-aell,  Colonel  St.  Clair,  Colonel  Wayne's  and  Colonel  Irvine's) 
are  either  killed  or  taken  prisoners  at  the  Three  Rivers— how  many,  are  as  yet  unknown ;  and  as  some  of  them  are  daily  returning,  hope  great  part 
will  recover  our  camp.  Those  of  Colonel  Paterson's,  returned  on  command,  and  a  greater  part  of  Colonel  Bedel's  Regiment,  not  mentioned  in 
the  Return,  were  taken  at  the  Cedars.  Those  returned  sick  are  chiefly  confined  with  the  small-pox.  As  General  Sullivan  is  using  his  utmost 
exertions  to  introduce  order  and  regularity  in  the  Army  here,  a  true  Return,  with  the  casualties,  will  be  forwarded  very  soon.  Near  two  hundred 
Canadian  volunteers  this  moment  returned,  but  no  return  from  Colonel  Hazen. 

Alexander  Scammel,  Deputy  Adjutant-General. 


A  Return  of  the  Regiment  of  Foot  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  commanded  by  Colonel  Cornelius  Wynkoop. 


companies. 
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Captain  Cornelius  Van  Sandtvoordt.. 

Captain  Samuel  Van  Vechten 

Captain  John  K.  Wendell 

Captain  Henry  O'Hara 

Total 



Sick  of  several  Regiments,  in  the  Block  House  at  the  Mills,  of  the  small-pox,  besides  those  returned  above,  -    -    -    38 
Joined  Captain  Wendell,  of  Captain  Cochran's  Company,  one  Sergeant  and  six  Privates,     ........       7 

Six  Officers  absent  of  Captain  Fan  Vechten's,  IVendeU's  and  O'Hara's  Companies,  recruiting  and  after  deserters, 

but  included  in  the  number  on  furlough  and  command. 
Sailmakers,  Bakers,  Carpenters,  Smiths,  &c.,  exclusive  of  those  in  my  Regiment, u 

269 

The  above  is  an  exact  return  of  part  of  my  Regiment,  except  Captain  Sandtvoordt' s,  who  has  several  men  absent  and  deserted,  but  has  made  no 
return  of  them.     Can  make  no  return  of  four  Companies,  being  on  command  in  .llbany  and  Tryon  Counties,  and  have  had  no  return  from  them  as  yet. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Wynkoop : 

„  Philip  Cortlandt,  Lieutenant- Cohncl. 

TicosDMooA,  June  80, 1 776, 


917 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  JUNE,  1776. 


918 


A  Return  of  Colonel  Goose  Van  Schaick's  Regiment  of  Forces  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  ike  Colony  of  New-York, 

'    for  the  service  in  Canada. 


COMPANIES. 

OFFICERS. 
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33 

Of  Captain  McCracke7i's  Company,  one  Lieutenant  and  fourteen  Privates  are  on  command  at  Cro-wn  Point,  one  Private  at  St.  John's,  one  at 
Ticonderoga,  one  on  command  aX.  Albamj ,&ni  one  Sergeant  and  two  Privates  at  Fort  Ed-ward. 

Of  Captain  Finck's  Company  are  on  command,  one  Lieutenant,  one  Sergeant,  two  Corporals,  and  twenty  Privates,  at  Saratoga ;  and  two  Pri- 
vates at  Fort  Ed-ward. 

Of  Captain  Hichs's  Company  are  on  command,  one  Sergeant  and  eleven  Privates  at  Fort  Metier,  one  Private  at  Fort  Ed-ward,  and  one  Ser- 
geant and  two  Privates  on  command  atJllbany. 

Of  Captain  Wright's  Company,  the  Captain,  one  Sergeant,  two  Corporals,  and  Fifer,  sick  in  quarters,  and  the  Ensign  on  recruiting  service. 

One  Company  of  the  above  Regiment  is  at  Ticonderoga,  three  are  gone  on  to  Canada, 

The  above  Return  is  made  from  the  Returns  of  each  Company  of  the  18th,  transmitted  me  yesterday  by  Colonel  Gansevoort. 

Albany,  June  20,  1776. 


For  His  Excellency  General  WaaMngtan. 


Philip  Schuyler. 


GENERAL    WARD    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    COUNCIL. 

Boston,  June  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  As  the  enemy  are  driven  out  of  this  har- 
bour,* I  would  submit  to  your  consideration  whether  it  might 
not  be  proper  to  station  a  large  ship  in  Nantasket,  with  a 
broad  pendant,  as  a  decoy  to  the  enemy's  vessels,  who  may 
fall  in,  not  knowing  the  men-of-war  are  gone.  The  trans- 
port-ship lately  brought  into  this  port  1  think  might  answer 
for  this  purpose,  if  the  General  Assembly  should  think  pro- 
per to  adopt  such  a  measure,  giving  security  for  the  ship  to 
the  agent  for  the  Continent. 

Mr.  Gushing  desired  my  opinion  with  respect  to  the  can- 
non which  we  have  in  and  near  this  town,  whether  any  of 
them  could  be  spared  for  the  defence  of  other  sea-port  towns ; 
in  answer  to  which,  I  informed  him  that  I  did  not  apprehend 
we  could,  with  safety  to  this  town  and  harbour,  spare  any 
of  the  cannon  now  in  our  possession,  as  it  is  of  vast  impor- 
tance to  the  whole  Colony,  and  to  all  the  United  Colo- 
nies, to  have  this  place  well  secured,  and  a  safe  retreat  for 
ships. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Massachusetts. 

'  BosTOK,  Thursday,  June  20,  1776. — Last  Thursday  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  town  were  made  acquainted,  by  beat  of  drum,  that  an  ex- 
pedition was  to  be  undertaken  against  our  enemy's  ships  in  JVantasket 
Jioad,  and  for  erecting  proper  fortifications  in  the  lower  harbour.  Ac- 
cordingly, detachments  from  the  Colonial  Regiments,  commanded  by  the 
Colonels  Marshall  and  Whitney,  and  battalion  of  Train,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Crafts,  were  embarked  on  board  boats  at  the  Long 
Wharf,  together  with  cannon,  ammunition,  provisions,  intrenching  tools, 
and  every  necessary  implement,  and  proceeded  for  Pettick's  Island  and 
Hull,  where  they  were  joined  by  some  Continental  troops  and  sea-coast 
companies,  so  as  to  make  near  six  hundred  men  at  each  place ;  a  like 
number  of  the  militia,  from  the  towns  in  the  vicinity  of  Jioston  harbour, 
with  a  detachment  from  the  Train  and  some  field-pieces,  took  post  at 
Moon  Island,  Hoff's  ^'eck,  and  I'oint  jllderton.  At  the  same  time,  a 
detachment  from  the  Continental  Army,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Whitcomb,  with  two  eighteen-pounders,  one  thirteen-inch  mortar,  with 
the  necessary  apparatus,  intrenching  tools,  &c.,  were  embarked  for  Long' 
Island  to  take  post  there.  The  troops  did  not  arrive  at  their  several 
places  of  destination  till  near  morning,  occasioned  by  a  flat  calm ;  not- 
withstanding, such  was  the  activity  and  alertness  of  our  men,  that  they 
had  the  cannon  planted,  and  a  line  of  defence  hove  up  on  Long-Island 
and  J^Cantasket-IIill  in  a  few  hours,  when  a  cannon  shot  from  Long- 
Island  announced  to  the  enemy  our  design ;  upon  which  a  signal  was 
immediately  made  for  the  whole  fleet,  consisting  of  eight  ships,  two 
snows,  two  brigs,  and  one  schooner,  to  remove  and  get  under  way.  The 
Commodore  (Banks)  bore  our  fire,  and  returned  it  with  spirit,  till  a  shot 
from  Long-Island  pierced  the  upper  works  of  his  ship,  when  he  imme- 
diately unmoored  or  cut  his  cables  and  got  under  sail ;  and  happy  for  him 
that  he  did  so,  for  in  a  small  space  of  time  afterwards  a  shell  from  our 
works  fell  into  the  very  spot  he  had  but  just  before  quitted.  Unhappily, 
our  cannon  did  not  arrive  at  Pettick's  Island  and  JVantasket  as  soon  as 
might  have  been  wished,  but  the  fire  from  the  latter  place,  being  properly 
pointed  against  the  Commodore's  ship,  who  came  to  in  the  Light-House 
channel,  is  apprehended  to  have  done  cbnsiderable  execution.  In  short, 
the  enemy  were  compelled  once  more  to  make  a  disgraceful,  precipitate 
flight ;  and  we  have  it  now  in  our  power  to  congratulate  our  readers  on 


MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  15,  1776. 

Whereas,  by  reason  of  the  difficulties  raised  through  the 
wicked  designs  of  the  enemies  of  our  liberties,  an  interrup- 
tion took  place  in  the  administration  of  civil  distributive  jus- 
tice in  this  Colony ;  and,  by  a  necessary  act  of  the  General 
Court  for  the  removal  of  all  officers  from  their  offices,  many 
civil  suits,  which  had  been  before  commenced  in  the  several 
Counties  of  this  Colony,  and  were  pending  at  the  Superior 
Court,  and  other  actions,  which  had  been  appealed  from  the 
respective  Inferior  Courts  in  the  several  Counties,  have  not 
been  prosecuted  to  final  judgment,  and  much  injury  will 
happen  if  an  adequate  remedy  is  not  provided  : 

It  is  Resolved,  That  all  causes  which  were  pending  at  the 
Superior  Court,  in  any  of  said  Counties,  and  on  which  judg- 
ment has  not  been  given,  shall  be  brought  forward  at  the 
next  term  of  said  court  for  each  respective  County,  and  the 
same  proceedings  had  thereon  as  though  such  causes  had 
been  regularly  continued  to  such  term  from  the  term  where 
the  same  were  pending  when  such  interruption  took  place ; 
and  in  any  causes  appealed  from  any  Inferior  Court,  and 
not  entered  at  the  Superior  by  reason  of  said  interruption, 
the  appellants  may  have  liberty,  if  they  see  cause,  to  enter 

our  being  in  full  possession  of  the  lower  harbour  of  Boston ;  and  had  the 
wind  been  to  the  eastward,  we  are  confident  we  should  have  had  the 
much  greater  pleasure  of  giving  them  joy  on  our  being  in  the  possession 
of  many  of  their  ships.  Through  Divine  Providence,  not  one  of  our  men 
was  hurt. 

It  is  worthy  of  special  notice  that  the  14th  of  Ju7ie,  1774,  was  the 
last  day  allowed  for  trading  vessels  to  leave  or  enter  the  port  of  Boston, 
through  the  cruelty  of  a  British  act  of  Parliament ;  and  that  the  14th 
of  June,  1776,  through  the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  operations  of  a 
much  injured  and  oppressed  people,  was  the  last  day  allowed  (or  British 
men-of-war,  or  Ministerial  vessels,  to  remain  or  enter  within  the  said 
port  but  as  Jlmerican  prizes.     Thus  has  Providence  retaliated. 

We  hear  the  Independent  Battalions  in  JVe-w-York  are  taken  into 
Continental  pay,  and  are  beating  up  for  volunteers,  to  make  their  com- 
plement of  men  complete ;  their  number  is  to  be  twelve  hundred  and 
sixty  for  the  City  and  County.  Their  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress 
have  informed  their  Provincial  Convention  that  the  question  of  a  De- 
claration of  Independence  will  soon  be  agitated  there,  desiring  their 
opinion. 

Last  Sunday  night  two  transports,  (a  ship  and  a  brig,)  from  Scotland, 
with  two  hundred  and  twenty  Highlanders  on  board,  were  chased  by 
three  or  four  of  our  Privateers  into  A'antasket,  where,  instead  of  finding 
protection  from  British  pirates,  they  were  both  obliged  to  strike  to  the 
American  flag.  The  ship,  mounting  six  six-pounders,  with  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty  soldiers,  besides  sailors,  maintained  an  engagement 
of  several  hours,  in  which  she  had  about  seventeen  killed  and  wounded. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  and  a  considerable  number  of  other  offi- 
cers, all  belonging  to  the  corps  of  Highlanders,  are  among  the  prisoners. 
Major  MacKenzie,  of  the  same  corps,  was  killed  in  the  engagement.  His 
remains  were  interred  here  with  military  honours  the  day  following. 
Four  men  on  board  the  Privateers  were  wounded,  one  or  two  of  them,  it 
is  feared,  mortally,  but  not  one  killed. 

On  Tuesday  last  another  Scotch  transport-ship,  with  one  hundred  and 
twelve  Highlanders  on  board,  was  brought  into  JVantasket  by  our  Pri- 
vateers. She  was  taken  a  small  distance  from  the  Light-House,  and 
made  no  resistance. 
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their  said  appeal  at  the  next  term  of  the  Superior  Court  to 
be  iioldoii  in  each  respective  County,  as  thouirh  the  appeal 
had  been  originally  to  the  same  term  ;  and  if  any  appellants 
shall  neglect  to  enter  their  appeals  as  aforesaid,  the  appel- 
lees in  such  case  may,  if  they  see  cause,  enter  their  com- 
plaints, and  the  judgments  of  the  Inferior  Court  shall  be 
affirmed  thereon,  as  though  said  complaints  had  been  en- 
tered in  due  time :  Provided  always,  That  no  execution  or 
writ  of  possession  shall  issue  on  any  judgment  given  in  any 
of  the  cases  aforesaid  until  three  months  after  such  judgment; 
and  where  any  causes  were  tried  by  a  jury,  the  Justices  of 
the  said  Superior  Court  in  such  causes  shall,  and  in  all  others 
where  it  shall  appear  to  them  to  be  expedient  may,  continue 
the  same,  and  cause  the  absent  parties  to  be  notified  of  the 
suits  against  them  ;  and  where  any  of  the  parties  shall  be  out 
of  the  County,  and  in  the  Continental  or  Colonial  service, 
they  shall  have  liberty  to  bring  forward  their  suits  at  the  next 
Superior  Court  held  in  said  County  after  their  return,  and 
no  action  or  complaints  shall  be  entered  against  them  while 
such  person  continues  in  said  service,  any  law,  usage,  or 
custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence.  ^   W^r^KEr,,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  June  15,  1776. — Read  and  concurred. 

John  Lowell,  Deputy  Sec'y,  P.  T. 

Consented  to  by  the  major  part  of  the  Council. 

Attest :  John  Lowell,  Deputy  Sec'y  P.  T. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    COLONEL    ROBERDEAU. 

Philadelphia,  June  16,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  Continental  troops  having  left  this  city 
for  New-  York,  I  am  laid  under  the  necessity  to  request  you 
will  be  so  obliging  as  to  order  a  guard  of  six  men,  with  an 
officer,  of  your  battalion  of  Associators,  in  whom  you  can 
confide,  to  attend  a  wagon  of  money  from  hence  to  New- 
York,  on  its  way  to  Canada ;  your  guard  to  be  relieved  at 
New-York  by  a  guard  which  General  Washington  will  ap- 
point immediately  on  their  arrival  at  New-  York.  I  should 
be  glad  the  guard  might  be  at  my  house  by  nine  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 
John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Colonel  Roberdeau. 


CAPTAIN  WICKES  TO  SECRET  COMMITTEE. 

On  board  the  Reprisal,  June  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received  your  orders  and  instructions  by 
Mr.  Bingham,  the  13th  instant,  but  the  shallop  with  the  pro- 
visions did  not  arrive  till  this  day.  We  have  now  got  all  the 
provision  on  board,  both  from  the  Wasp  and  shallop.  You 
may  depend  on  my  best  endeavours  in  your  service  to  pro- 
secute this  voyage  with  the  most  expedition  and  advantage 
in  my  power.  My  people,  all  but  two,  are  in  good  health, 
and  the  officers  are  well  satisfied  with  this  cruise,  hoping 
thereby  to  render  their  country  an  essential  service,  as  well 
as  themselves.  There  is  now  one  two-decker,  two  frigates, 
one  twenty-gun  ship,  and  a  sloop  of  war  lying  in  Old  Kiln 
Road,  and  we  are  waiting  an  opportunity  to  get  out  by  them 
with  impatience ;  so  you  may  depend  upon  our  embracing 
the  first  favourable  opportunity  of  getting  out  and  proceed- 
ing on  our  intended  cruise. 

From,  gentlemen,  your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

Lambert  Wickes. 
To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Secret  Correspondence, 

Philadelphia. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO   PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  18,  1776.    Referred  to  the  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance.] 

New- York,  June  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit  Congress  a  copy 
of  a  letter,  covering  copies  of  other  papers,  which  I  received 
yesterday  evening  from  General  Sullivan.  The  intelligence 
communicated  by  him  is  pleasing  and  interesting,  and  such 
as  must  afford  the  greatest  satisfaction,  if  the  conduct  the 
Canadians  have  discovered  since  his  arrival  among  them 
is  ingenuous  and  sincere.  This  account  is  contrasted  by 
General  Arnold's  letter  to  General  Schuyler,  of  which  a 
copy  is  also  transmitted. 


General  SuUivan  mentions  his  having  given  commissions 
to  some  of  the  Canadians,  as  a  measure  founded  in  neces- 
sity, and  requests  my  approbation  of  it ;  but  not  considering 
myself  empowered  to  say  anything  upon  the  subject,  it  may 
not  be  improper  for  Congress  to  give  him  their  opinion  in 
this  instance. 

I  have  also  enclosed  copies  of  General  Schuyler's  letters, 
received  at  the  same  time.  They  contain  accounts  respect- 
ing the  Indians  variant  from  what  were  reported  by  Mr. 
Kirkland,  but  amounting  to  the  same  thing — the  probability 
of  the  savages  attacking  our  frontiers. 

By  last  night's  post  I  had  information  of  a  capture  made 
by  our  armed  vessels  of  one  of  the  transports,  with  a  com- 
pany of  Highlanders  on  board,  bound  to  Boston.  The 
enclosed  extract  from  General  Ward's  letter  to  me  will  sive 
you  the  intelligence  more  particularly.  There  are  accounts 
in  the  city  mentioning  other  valuable  prizes,  but  as  General 
Ward  has  said  nothing  of  them,  I  fear  they  want  authen- 
ticity. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  that  a  further  sum  of  money  will 
be  wanted  for  our  military  chest  by  the  time  it  can  be  sent. 
The  enclosed  note  from  the  Paymaster-General  shows  the 
necessity  for  it ;  and,  I  may  add,  beside  his  estimate  of 
drafts  to  be  made,  there  are  the  claims  of  the  Eastern  troops 
at  Boston  for  three  or  four  months'  pay,  not  included,  and 
now  due. 

Colonel  Magaw  has  arrived  with  part  of  his  battalion, 
and  by  Wednesday  evening  the  whole,  both  of  his  and 
Colonel  Shea's,  will  be  here,  as  I  am  told. 

As  it  is,  and  may  be  of  great  importance  to  have  a  com- 
munication with  the  Jerseys  and  Long-Island,  I  have  had 
several  flat-bottom  boats  built  for  the  purpose,  and  have 
thoughts  of  getting  more  for  Passaick  and  Hackinsack 
rivers,  where  they  may  be  equally  necessary  for  transporting 
our  Army,  or  part  of  it,  occasionally,  or  succours  coming  to 
or  going  from  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  greatest 
respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  President  of  Congress. 


New-York,  June  10,   1776. 

A  Return  of  the  disposition  of  the  Cannon,  and  of  ten 
Companies  of  the  Continental  Regiment  of  Artillery,  and 
one  Colony  Company  of  Artillery,  commanded  by  Captain 
Hamilton,  in  and  about  the  City  o/ New-York. 

GRENAniEn's  Battery. —  Captain  Perkins  and  part  of  Captain  Bau- 

man's. — Three  1 2-pounders,  garrison  carriages  ;  two  8-inch  mortars, 

proposed. 
Jersey  Battery. —  Captain  Perkins  and  part  of  Captain  Bauman's. — 

Two   12-pounders,  travelling  carriages;  three  32-pounder6,  garrison 

ditto. 

Oyster  Battery. —  Captain  A'e-well's. — Two  32-pounders,  garrison 
carriages;  three  12-pounders,  ditto. 

Fort  George. — Part  of  Captain  Hamilton'' s. — Two  12-pounders,  gar- 
rison carriages ;  four  32-pounders,  ditto. 

Grand  Battery. —  Captain  Pierce,  Burbeck,  part  of  Captain  Ham- 
ilton's,  and  part  of  Captain  Bau?nan's. — Thirteen  32-pounders,  gar- 
rison carriages;  one  24-poundcr,  ditto  ;  three  18-pounders,  ditto  ;  two 
12-pounders,  ditto ;  one  13-inch  brass  mortar ;  two  8-inch  iron  mortars, 
and  one  10-inch  iron  mortar,  proposed. 

Whitehall  Battery. —  Captain,  Lieutenant,  Sergeant,  and  twelve 
men  of  Captain  Pierce's  Company. — Two  32-pounder6,  garrison 
carriages. 

A  Barbet  Battery  near  the  Suip-Yarus. — .It  present  Captain 
Dana. — Two  12-pounders,  garrison  carriages. 

Spencer's  Rehoubt. — .itpresent  Captain  Dana. — Two  12-pounders, 
travelling  carriages,  and  four  field-pieces,  travelling  carriages,  proposed. 

Bayard's  Hill. —  Captain  Morton. — Eight  9-pounders,  garrison  car- 
riages ;  four  3-pounders,  travelling  carriages ;  and  six  royal  and  cohorn 
mortars. 

LoNG-IsLANip. — Jit  the  Redoubts  no  Artillerymen. — Two  12-pounderK, 
garrison  carriages ;  two  9-pounders,  travelling  carriages ;  and  four  3- 
pound  brass  field-pieces,  with  fifty  rounds  of  case  shot  each. 

Fort  Stirling. — At  present  only  Lieutenant  Handall  and  twelve 
men. — Four  32-pounders,  and  two  1 8-poundcrs,  garrison  carriages ; 
thirty  rounds  each. 

Red  Hook. —  Captain  Foster. — One  3-pounder,  and  four  18-pounders, 
travelling  carriages;  seventy-five  rounds  each. 

Govehnour's  Island. — Captain  Craft's;  but  -wants  more. — Four  18- 
pounders,  and  four  32-pounders,  garrison ;  fifty  rounds  each,  but  pro- 
posed to  have  seventy -five. 

Paulus  Hook. — Proposed  to  send  Captain  Dana. — Two  12-pounders, 
travelling  carriages ;  three  32-pounders,  garrison  carriages ;  and  two 
3-pounders.  iron  field-pieces. 
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The  Park. — As  a  Rexerve,  Ctiptain  Drurij. — Twelve  6-pounders,  eight 
3-pounders,  and  one  24-pounder,  briiss  lield-pieces ;  three  3-pounders, 
and  nine  12-pounders,  iron  licld-pieces. 

Intended  to  be  run  where  the  enemy  shall  make  their  greatest  effort. 
Implements  complete  to  the  whole.     Above  one  hundred  rounds  of  case 

shot  fixed  with  flannel  cartridges  for  each  of  the  field-pieces. 
More  than  thirty  rounds  of  cartridges  made  up  for  each  of  the  heavy 

cannon. 

HENRY  KNOX,  Colonel  Reg.  Avt. 

Summary  of  the  ivit/un  Return, 

Tliirty-two-pounders 35  Nine-pounders, 10 

Twenty-four-pounders, 2  Six-pounders, 12 

Eighteen-pounders, 13  Three-pounders, 22 

Twelve-pounders, 27  ^^^^^ -— 

Mortars,  most  of  -which  are  mounted,  the  rest  mounting : 

3  cohorn  mortars,  10  royal  mortars,  2  8-inch  mortars,  1  13-inch  mortar; 

brass — 16;  2  8-inch  mortars,  1  10-inch  mortar — 3;  total  19. 

Your  Excellency  will  please  to  observe  by  the  above 
summary,  that  there  are  now  mounted  and  fit  for  action  in 
this  city  and  the  neighbouring  posts,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  heavy  and  light  cannon.  To  each  cannon  it  will  be 
necessary  to  have  ten  men,  including  the  mortar  and  con- 
tingent services.  This  would  make  twelve  hundred  and  ten 
men.  We  have  in  the  regiment  six  hundred,  officers  in- 
cluded ;  of  these,  about  forty  are  on  command  at  distant 
posts,  and  about  as  many  more,  perhaps,  sick  or  unfit  for 
service.  This  would  reduce  the  number  to  five  hundred 
and  twenty  ;  of  these  about  fifty  are  officers.  If  your  Ex- 
cellency should  think  it  proper  that  all  the  artillery  should 
be  manned  at  the  same  time,  we  shall  want  six  hundred 
men  more.  It  is  usual  in  the  British  service  to  draught 
men  from  the  battalions  as  additional  artillerymen  for  such 
time  as  the  Commander-in-Chief  shall  think  necessary.  As 
most  of  the  battalions  now  in  the  service  are  considerably 
deficient  in  arms,  a  draught  might  be  made  without  any 
prejudice  to  the  strength  of  the  regiments,  and  that  part  of 
the  Army  which  will  be  of  no  use  in  action  put  upon  a 
service  of  the  utmost  importance ;  the  men  who  may  be 
draughted  to  be  mustered  and  paid  by  their  respective 
Colonels.  As  the  corps  of  Artillery  is  always  more  on  de- 
tachments than  any  other  corps,  an  additional  number  of 
officers  will  be  necessary. 

The  above  is  most  respectfully  submitted,  by  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

H.  Knox. 

New-York,  June  10,  1776. 

GENERAL    SULLIVAN    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Sorel,  June  5,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
I  arrived  here  at  a  very  critical  moment  with  my  brigade. 
General  Thompson  was  left  but  with  very  few  men  to  de- 
fend this  important  post,  the  troops  being  scattered  about 
in  a  most  shocking  manner.  I  had  issued  orders  for  all  the 
well  men  to  follow  me,  as,  upon  departure  of  General  Woos- 
ter  and  the  death  of  General  Thomas,  the  command  de- 
volved upon  me.  Having  given  these  orders,  I  proceeded 
with  the  troops  I  brought  with  me,  to  join  General  Thomp- 
son, who  was  in  the  greatest  distress.  As  General  Carkton's 
fleet  had  passed  the  Sorel,  and  was  coming  up  the  river 
with  a  fair  wind,  (as  was  reported  on  all  quarters.)  a  retreat 
seemed  in  all  parts  to  be  agreed  upon  ;  and  the  heavy  bag- 
gage and  most  of  the  artillery  were  removed  to  St.  Johns  and 
Chambly.  This  caused  the  Frenchmen  to  curse  our  cow- 
ardice, and  lament  their  folly  in  favouring  a  cause  which  we 
had  so  poorly  defended  ;  but  upon  my  coming  with  a  large 
force,  ordering  all  the  troops  to  follow,  and  the  cannon  to 
be  returned,  I  found  joy  in  every  countenance  except  some 
very  few  Tories.  It  really  was  affecting  to  see  the  banks  of 
the  Sorel  lined  with  men,  women,  and  children,  leaping  and 
clapping  their  hands  for  joy  to  see  me  arrive ;  it  gave  no 
less  joy  to  General  Thompson,  who  seemed  to  be  wholly 
forsaken,  and  left  to  fight  against  an  unequal  force  or  retreat 
before  them.  Upon  iny  arrival  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
that,  notwithstanding  all  we  liave  read  about  the  Sorel,  our 
people  had  not  thrown  up  as  much  work  as  1  could  do  with 
a  hundred  men  in  two  days,  and  that  extremely  ill  done  ; 
there  were  three  cannon,  and  three  only,  mounted  in  all  the 
works.  I  sat  all  the  men  at  work,  and  have  ihis  day  almost 
enclosed  the  encampment,  and  completed  a  battery  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  with  three  cannon.  General  Thomp- 
son says,  and  I  believe  with  great  truth,  that  more  work  was 


done  here  this  day  than  has  been  done  in  Canada  since  the 
surrender  of  St.  Johns. 

June  6th. — This  morning  two  expresses  arrived  from 
Three  Rivers,  which  were  sent  to  observe  the  motions  of 
the  enemy ;  one  of  them  was  a  friendly  Canadian,  who  lived 
at  Three  Rivers,  and  passed  among  the  fleet,  the  other  one 
of  our  officers.  They  agree  that  the  number  of  vessels  are 
as  follows,  viz:  one  ship,  one  brig,  and  eight  sloops  and 
schooners.  Tiiey  both  say  that  the  troops  there  amount  to 
no  more  than  three  hundred,  who  are  intrenching  themselves 
at  the  Three  Rivers.  I  have  detached  General  Thompson, 
with  about  two  thousand  of  your  best  troops,  to  attack  them. 
A  copy  of  his  orders  are  enclosed,  which  I  hope  will  be 
approved  by  your  Excellency. 

Our  affairs  here  have  taken  a  strange  turn  since  our  arri- 
val. The  Canadians  are  flocking  by  hundreds  to  take  a 
part  with  us.  I  am  giving  them  commissions,  agreeable  to 
the  enclosed  form,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  thought  an 
unnecessary  assumption  of  power.  I  really  find  most  of 
them  exceedingly  friendly.  I  have  sent  out  for  carts  and 
teams,  &.c.  They  have  come  in  with  the  greatest  cheer- 
fulness ;  and  what  gives  still  greater  evidence  of  their  friend- 
ship is,  that  they  have  voluntarily  offered  to  supply  us  with 
what  wheat,  flour,  &tc.,  we  want,  and  ask  nothing  in  return 
but  certificates.  They  begin  to  complain  against  their  Priests, 
and  wish  them  to  be  secured ;  I  shall,  however,  touch  this 
string  with  great  tenderness  at  present,  as  1  know  their 
sacerdotal  influence. 

1  really  find,  by  the  present  behaviour  of  the  Canadians, 
that  the  only  reason  of  their  disaffection  was  because  our 
exertions  were  so  feeble  that  they  doubted  much  of  our  suc- 
cess, and  even  of  our  ability  to  protect  them  ;  but  the  face 
of  our  affaii-s  seems  to  be  changed;  and,  in  the.midst  of  our 
pleasing  prospects,  an  express  arrives  from  General  Schuy- 
ler with  sixteen  hundred  and  sixty-two  pounds  one  shilling 
and  three  pence,  Pennsylvania  currency,  in  specie,  with  the 
spirited  resolves  of  Congress.  This  gives  new  life  to  our 
Canadian  friends,  and  added  spirit  to  our  troops. 

I  was  extremely  happy  to  find  that  I  had  anticipated  the 
wishes  of  Congress,  and  had,  through  every  embarrassment, 
pressed  downward  toward  the  important  posts  they  wished  ; 
for  it  was  my  fixed  determination  to  gain  post  at  Descham- 
bault,  which  I  mean  to  fortify  so  as  to  make  it  inaccessible. 
This  commands  the  channel,  secures  the  country,  destroys 
the  communication,  and  affords  a  safe  retreat,  if  we  are 
obliged  to  make  one.  General  Thompson  was  embarking  for 
that  purpose  when  the  resolves  arrived.  The  ships  are  now 
above  that  place ;  but  if  General  Thompson  succeeds  at 
Three  Rivers,  I  will  soon  remove  the  ships  below  Riche- 
lieu Falls,  and  after  that  approach  towards  Quebeck  as  fast 
as  possible ;  and  according  to  the  present  appearance  of 
affairs,  may  exceed  in  number  the  Hanoverians,  &,c.,  which 
we  are  threatened  with.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  general 
attachment  of  the  Canadians,  though  I  suppose  some  un- 
principled wretches  among  them  will  always  appear  against 
us ;  but  a  vast  majority  will  be  for  us,  and  perhaps  as  many, 
according  to  their  numbers,  are  really  in  our  favour  as  in 
some  other  Colonies  upon  the  Continent ;  many  of  them  are 
with  General  Thompson  in  this  expedition,  and  great  num- 
bers are  here,  ready  equipped,  waiting  my  orders. 

I  may  venture  to  assure  yOu  and  the  Congress  that  I  can, 
in  a  few  days,  reduce  the  Army  to  order;  and,  with  the 
assistance  of  a  kind  Providence,  put  a  new  face  to  our 
affairs  here,  which  a  few  days  since  seemed  almost  impossi- 
ble. General  Thompson  and  the  Baron  de  Woedtlce  have 
done  everything  in  their  power  to  assist  me.  General  Ar- 
nold, has  not  joined  me,  being,  as  you  may  see  by  his  letter 
which  I  enclose  you,  much  engaged  at  Montreal,  upon 
affairs  of  importance.  The  post  at  La  Chine,  which  he 
mentions,  I  can  by  no  means  consent  to  afford  such  a  large 
body  of  men  to  defend  against  a  petty  number  of  savages, 
little  less  than  a  mob ;  1  have  therefore  ordered  a  small 
fortification  to  be  thrown  up  by  Colonel  De  Haas's  party, 
consisting  of  about  nine  hundred  men,  and  made  inaccessi- 
ble, at  least  to  savages,  and  garrisoned  it  with  two  hundred 
men,  the  rest  to  return  to  me,  as  all  our  operations  ought  to 
be  down  the  river,  where,  if  we  are  successful,  the  insurrec- 
tion there  will  die  of  course.  I  have  ordered  a  month's 
provision  to  be  lodged  there,  lest  an  excuse  of  surrendering 
for  want  of  provision  before  we  can  relieve  it,  should  take 
place,  as  at  the  Cedars.     I  do  not  think  it  a  post  of  great 


923 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  he,  JUNE,  1776. 


924 


importance,  or,  indeed,  any  in  our  rear  except  St.  Johns 
and  Chambly,  which  will  ever  secure  a  retreat,  and  to  these 
I  will  pay  particular  attention. 

I  hope,  dear  General,  to  give  you,  in  a  few  days,  some 
agreeable  intelligence ;  while  I  remain,  with  the  most  pro- 
found respect,  your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

John  Sullivan. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  I  shall  soon  obtain  proper  returns  of  our  scattered 
Army,  and  will  forward  them  with  return  of  stores,  &;c.; 
after  which  you  may  expect  them  weekly.  I  have,  for 
your  diversion,  enclosed  you  one  which  is  similar  to  what 
the  other  Colonels  must  make  if  called  upon.  I  enclose 
your  Excellency  a  letter  from  Colonel  Duggan :  I  have 
appointed  a  Court  of  Inquiry  into  the  accusation  against 
him.  I  am  informed  by  General  Thompson,  Mr.  Bromfield, 
and  others,  that  the  accusation  is  false,  and  that  he  is  a 
very  useful  man.  He  has,  at  my  request,  since  he  wrote  the 
above  letter,  raised  and  armed  upwards  of  two  hundred 
men  for  us. 

I  have  die  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 


dient servant, 


John  Sullivan. 


As  I  have  not  time  to  write  the  Congress,  beg  your  Ex- 
cellency to  forward  them  a  copy  of  this.  J.  S. 

instructions    for   general   THOMPSON. 

Sorel,  June  6,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  are  to  march  as  soon  as  possible,  with 
Colonel  Irvine's  and  Colonel  Wayne's  Regiments,  together 
with  those  of  Colonel  St.  Clair,  now  remaining  at  this  place, 
and  join  Colonel  St.  Clair  at  Nicolette,  and  take  command 
of  the  whole  party ;  and  unless  you  find  the  number  of 
the  enemy  at  Three  Rivers  to  be  such  as  would  render  an 
attack  upon  them  hazardous,  you  are  to  cross  the  river  at 
the  most  convenient  place  you  can,  and  attack  them  ;  you 
will  pay  particular  attention  to  the  preservation  of  your 
batteaus,  keeping  them  at  a  convenient  distance  above  the 
shipping,  which  lies  at  or  near  the  TTiree  Rivers.  I  would 
by  no  means  advise  to  an  attack  if  the  prospect  of  success 
is  not  much  in  your  favour,  as  a  defeat  of  your  party  at  this 
time  might  prove  the  total  loss  of  this  country. 

Sir,  as  I  have  (without  flattery)  the  highest  opinion  of 
the  bravery  and  good  conduct  of  yourself  and  the  officers  . 
you  command,  I  forbear  attempting  particular  instructions, 
being  well  assured  that  neither  prudence  nor  resolution  will 
be  wanting  to  answer  the  great  purpose  we  have  in  view. 
I  have  the  highest  opinion  of  the  bravery  and  resolution  of 
the  troops  you  command,  and  doubt  not  but,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  kind  Providence,  you  will  open  the  way  for  our 
recovering  that  ground  which  former  troops  have  so  shame- 
fully lost. 

Wishing  you  the  greatest  success  and  safety,  I  am,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  John  Sullivan. 

To  General  Thompson. 

To  Francis  Guillot,  of  River  Dahmip,  Gentleman : 

Reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  friendship, 
zeal,  and  attachment  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  relying 
upon  your  exertions  to  oppose  and  frustrate  the  cruel  de- 
signs of  a  wicked  Ministry,  formed  against  the  lives,  liberties, 
and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Thirteen  United 
Colonies  oi  America,  which,  if  carried  into  execution,  must, 
in  its  operation,  prove  as  fatal  to  this  and  the  other  Ameri- 
can Colonies  as  to  those  which  have  already  united  in  op- 
position to  the  wicked  designs  of  Administration, — I  do,  by 
virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  delegated  to  me  by  the 
honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  appoint  you,  the  said 
Francis  Guillot,  to  be  Captain  of  an  Independent  Company 
of  such  brave  French  Canadians  as  you  already  have,  or 
may  hereafter  inlist,  to  act  in  concert  with  the  American 
Troops,  in  opposition  to  the  Ministerial  Army  in  Canada. 
You  are  from  time  to  time  to  receive  and  obey  such  direc- 
tions as  you  shall  receive  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  or 
other  your  superior  officers.  The  pay  of  yourself,  your  un- 
der officers  and  soldiers,  to  be  the  same  as  any  other  troops 
sent  here  under  the  command  and  direction  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

Given  at  Head-Quarters,  at  Sorel,  the  6th  June,  1776. 


GENERAL  ARNOLD  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN. 

Montreal,  June  5,  1776. 

Dear  General:  I  have  complied  with  your  orders,  as 
fiir  as  in  my  power,  respecting  the  destination  of  the  troops. 
1  intended  setting  off  this  day  for  Sorel,  but  have  been 
much  hindered  by  taking  the  goods  in  town.  Every  pos- 
sible obstacle  has  been  thrown  in  my  way ;  however,  I  shall 
secure  many  articles  much  wanted  by  the  Army.  Yester- 
day Colonel  De  Haas,  with  his  detachment,  set  out  for 
Sorel.  Last  night  and  this  morning  I  have  received  intel- 
ligence of  four  or  five  hundred  savages  and  Canadians  bein" 
on  the  Island,  with  intention  of  attacking  our  post  at  La 
Chine ;  and  as  the  garrison  is  so  weak,  we  can  spare  few  men 
from  it,  I  have  thought  proper  to  order  Colonel  De  Haas 
to  return.  I  think  it  absolutely  necessary  some  effectual 
methods  should  be  taken  with  the  savages  immediately,  or 
we  shall  be  obliged  to  keep  up  a  large  force  here,  and  shall 
be  continually  harassed  with  them.  This  affair  will  pre- 
vent my  joining  you  at  Sorel  as  soon  as  I  could  wish.  It 
will  not  bo  in  my  power  to  take  an  account  of  the  goods 
and  send  them  off  this  three  days. 

I  believe  the  enemy  below  will  not  advance  very  sud- 
denly. I  make  no  doubt  you  will  have  time  to  prepare  for 
them,  and  that  we  shall  be  reinforced  in  time  to  secure  this 
part  of  the  country. 

I  have  ordered  Colonel  Bedel,  his  Major,  and  Captain 
Young,  to  Sorel,  for  their  trial. 

An  express  arrived  here  from  Three  Rivers  yesterday. 
I  must  refer  you  to  General  Thompson  for  the  advice  he 
brought.  We  have  only  two  pieces  of  cannon  here,  and 
no  matrasses. 

With  great  esteem  and  affection,  I  am,  dear  General,  your 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

Benedict  Arnold. 
To  General  Sullivan. 

Returns  of  the  forces  here,  atLongueil,  and  La  Prairie, 
will  be  sent  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

J.    DUGGAN   TO    GENERAL    SULLIVAN. 

yt.  Johns,  June  5,  1776. 

Honourable  Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  introduce  the  bearer, 
Theodore  Chartre,  to  your  Honour,  as  an  honest  worthy  man, 
and  well  attached  to  the  cause.  He  has  great  influence 
among  the  Canadians  and  Indians ;  and  were  your  Honour 
to  give  him  authority,  would  raise  one  or  two  hundred  men 
directly,  and  march  down  to  Sorel  to  join  the  Army.  The 
men,  by  his  information,  are  daily  deserting  from  Colonel 
Hazen ;  and  should  we  be  unfortunate,  he  has  reason  to 
think  they  would  be  against  us,  and  that  there  is  some  foul 
-play  going  on  there.  I  should  be  much  obliged  to  your  Ho- 
nour for  an  answer.  As  to  myself,  I  think  I  cannot,  consist- 
ently with  my  character  as  a  man  of  honour,  take  upon  me 
any  commission  to  raise  men  until  that  unjust  aspersion  on 
my  character  by  Colonel  Hazen  is  cleared  up.  I  applied 
to  his  Honour  General  Thompson  for  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  to 
inspect  into  my  conduct ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  General's 
orders,  I  could  not  get  him  to  attend  the  said  court,  to  make 
good  his  accusation  against  me.  The  bearer,  by  order 
of  General  fVoedtke,  drew  provision  at  Chambly  while  the 
General  staid  here,  but  as  soon  as  the  General  was  gone, 
he  was  deprived  of  that  privilege ;  as  he  is  a  man  that,  by 
his  good  conduct  and  behaviour,  is  very  deserving  of  that 
benefit,  what  Colonel  Hazen' s  reasons  were  for  not  obeying 
the  General's  order  I  cannot  tell. 

As  to  my  character,  from  the  first  of  the  war,  I  should  be 
much  obliged  to  your  Honour  to  inquire  of  any  person  who 
knows  me,  particulariy  Colonel  Campbell.  Till  that  point 
respecting  Colonel  Hazen' s  accusations  is  cleared  up,  I  can- 
not, in  honour  and  common  decency,  take  any  part  in  the 
present  affairs. 

1  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Honour  that  there  are  one 
thousand  pounds  stei'ling  offered  by  General  Carkton  for  my 
head.  I  promised  your  Honour  to  return  to  Sorel  to  day, 
but  the  extreme  hurry  of  business  here  at  present  will  de- 
prive me  of  that  honour  to-day,  but  will  if  possible  wait  on 
your  Honour  to-morrow. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  ser- 

^^°*'  J.  Duggan. 

To  General  Sullivan. 
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GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  June  12,  1776—4  o'clock  P.  M. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  letter  which  I  had  tlie  honour  to  write 
you  yesterday  I  delivered  to  General  Wooster,  who  sailed 
this  day. 

I  have,  within  this  half  hour,  received  a  letter  from  Ge- 
neral Arnold,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  I  fear  the 
next  will  announce  the  evacuation  of  Canada  by  our  troops, 
probably  with  loss,  as  I  fear  that  not  a  sufficient  attention 
has  been  paid  to  a  recommendation  of  mine  to  bring  all  the 
batteaus  that  could  possibly  be  spared  from  Sard  to  St.  Johns. 
1  shall  immediately  despatch  an  express  to  Fort  George  to 
send  batteaus  to  St.  Johns;  but  after  all,  the  number  will  be 
very  small,  for  want  of  men  to  navigate  them  ;  I  suppose 
one  hundred  and  twenty  at  least  are  at  Lake  George. 

I  am  not  under  the  least  apprehension  that  the  enemy  will 
be  able  to  cross  Lake  Champlain,  provided  that  our  Army 
is  able  to  retreat  into  that  Lake,  that  ammunition  is  speedily 
sent  up,  and  a  further  supply  of  pork  forwarded  without  de- 
lay to  this  place. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  General  Arnold  in- 
forms me  that  the  enemy  have  the  frames,  &:c.,  for  gondo- 
las on  board.  We  should  therefore  build  a  number  of  these 
vessels  with  all  possible  despatch  ;  one  is  now  on  the  stocks, 
but  we  want  people  that  understand  the  construction  of 
them.  I  have  some  time  ago  begged  Congress  to  send  one 
express  ;  let  me  entreat  that  some  more  capable  persons  may 
be  sent  up,  and  twenty  shipwrights  with  them. 

As  I  fear  the  saw-mills  will  not  be  able  to  saw  a  sufficient 
number  of  plank,  I  wish  to  have  a  dozen  of  whip-saws  and 
files  sent  up  with  all  possible  despatch. 

I  shall  order  all  the  batteaus  that  do  not  go  to  St.  Johns 
out  oiLake  George  to  Ticonderoga,  that  they  may  be  ready 
at  that  place  to  be  sent  to  Skenesborough,  to  convey  the 
Militia,  should  they  be  sent  up. 

I  am,  with  every  respectful  sentiment,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient,  humble  servant,  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

general    SCHUYLER   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  June  12,  1776. 

Dear  Sir;  I  had  just  closed  my  letter  No.  1,  when  I 
received  the  enclosed  from  General  Sullivan,  which  was  left 
open  for  my  perusal.  I  am  extremely  happy  that  it  contains 
such  favourable  accounts,  and  do  myself  the  pleasure  to 
congratulate  your  Excellency.  I  am  still  in  hopes,  if  rein- 
forcements are  soon  sent,  we  shall  hold  Canada,  especially 
as  the  Canadians  are  so  friendly.  I  am,  however,  humbly 
of  opinion  that  we  still  ought  to  build  the  gondolas,  and 
make  every  preparation  to  prevent  the  enemy's  crossing  the 
Lake  and  penetrating  into  the  Colonies,  which  I  think°will 
certainly  be  our  own  fault  if  they  do. 

God  bless  you,  my  dear  General,  and  believe  me  most 
fervently  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

GENERAL  ARNOLD  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Montreal,  June  6,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  I  this  moment  received  a  letter  from 
General  Sullivan,  at  Sorel,  dated  at  four  o'clock  yesterday 

a  body  of  the  King's  troops  and 


evening,  informing  me  that  ; 

a  number  of  ships  were  between  him  and  the  Three  Rivers, 
and  that  he  soon  expected  to  be  attacked.  I  have  sent 
every  man  that  could  be  spared  to  his  assistance,  but  am 
fearful  he  will  be  obliged  to  abandon  his  post.  If  the  en- 
emy land  on  that  side,  I  am  fearful  they  will  endeavour  jo 
possess  themselves  of  Chambly  and  St.  Johns.  If  they  come 
upon  this  side,  (on  which  they  are  at  present,)  we  must 
evacuate  this  town.  Some  days  since  the  sick  and  bag- 
gage have  been  removed  to  St.  Johns.  I  am  now  removing 
a  parcel  of  goods  I  have  seized  for  the  use  of  the  Army ; 
I  expect  to  have  all  over  this  evening.  I  shall  obtain  only 
four  or  five  hundred  men  to  garrison  this  place,  until  I 
receive  orders  to  leave,  it,  or  am  obliged  to  quit  it  by  a  su- 
perior force.  Out  of  upwards  of  eight  thousand  men  in  this 
country,  not  five  thousand  effective  can  be  mustered.  The 
small-pox  has  broken  out  and  divided  the  Army  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  is  almost  ruined.    Our  want  of  almost  every 


necessary  for  the  Army,  and  repeated  misfortunes  and  losses, 
have  greatly  dispirited  the  troops.  Our  enemies  are  daily  in- 
creasing, and  our  friends  deserting  us.  Under  these  discour- 
agements and  obstacles,  with  a  powerful  Army  against  us, 
well  disciplined,  and  wanting  in  no  one  article  to  carry  on 
their  operations,  it  will  be  a  miracle  if  we  keep  the  country; 
my  only  expectations  are  to  secure  our  retreat  to  St.  Johns, 
or  the  Me-aux-Noix,  where  it  will  doubtless  be  thought  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  stand  ;  for  which  purpose,  all  the  batteaus 
and  vessels  on  your  side  the  Lake  that  can  be  spared  should 
be  sent  over;  our  gondolas  we  shall  be  obliged  to  destroy; 
others  ought  immediately  to  be  taken  inland,  to  secure  the 
Lake.  The  enemy,  I  am  well  informed,  have  brought  over 
a  number  with  them,  framed  and  done  to  put  up  in  a  short 
time.  The  want  of  a  little  attention  in  time  has  lost  us  this 
fine  country.  I  hope  for  better  things  on  your  side,  and 
that,  in  rotation  of  fortune,  something  better  will  turn  up 
for  us  here. 

In  every  vicissitude  of  fortune,  I  am,  with  great  esteem 
and  affection,  dear  General,  your  obedient,  humble  ser- 

B.  Arnold. 
To  General  Philip  Schuyler. 

general  ward  TO  general  WASHINGTON. EXTRACT. 

Boston,  June  9,  1776. 
Yesterday  a  ship  from  Scotland  was  taken  and  brought 
into  Marhlehead  by  the  Continental  armed  schooners  War- 
ren and  Lee.  She  had  on  board  a  company  of  Highlanders, 
consisting  of  near  one  hundred  privates,  one  captain,  three 
subalterns,  and  two  volunteers ;  they  inform  that  thirty-two 
sail  of  transports  came  out  with  them  under  convoy  of  a 
frigate  of  thirty-two  guns,  with  three  thousand  Highlanders 
on  board,  all  bound  to  Boston.  They  brought  no  papers 
nor  letters  of  any  consequence,  and  can  give  no  intelligence 
of  importance.  The  transport  is  said  to  be  a  very  good  ship, 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons  burden ;  had  on  board  four 
carriage  guns,  the  arms  and  baggage  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany, some  tents,  and  clothing  and  provisions.  The  Cap- 
tain's name  is  Maxwell,  who  commands  the  company,  and 
is  brother  to  the  Dutchess  of  Gordon. 


MR.  PALFREY  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Sunday  morning,  June  16,  1776. 

Mr.  Palfrey  presents  his  most  respectful  compliments  to 
his  Excellency  General  Washington,  with  the  enclosed 
return  of  the  stale  of  his  office.  The  Commissary-General 
has  informed  Mr.  Palfrey  he  shall  have  a  further  demand 
in  the  course  of  ten  days  for  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
which,  with  the  payment  of  the  Connecticut  Militia,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  abstracts  for  April,  will  nearly  if  not  quite 
exhaust  the  chest.  Mr.  P.  therefore  requests  his  Excel- 
lency to  back  the  application  he  intends  to  make  to  Con- 
gress for  a  further  supply. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHDTLER. 

New- York,  June  16,  1776. 
Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  several  favours  of  the  11th 
continued  to  the  12th,  and  12th  with  a  copy  of  General 
Arnold's  letter.     Tlie   return  delivered   you    by  General 
Wooster,  you  forgot  to  enclose. 

The  account  of  Mr.  Deane  is  variant  from  Colonel  Kirk- 
land's  ;  but  yet  they  both  seem  to  agree  in  the  most  material 
points,  viz :  that  some  parts  of  our  frontiers  are  to  feel 
the  effects  of  the  savage  resentment  which  the  fiiends  of 
Government  have  been  industriously  trying  to  call  forth 
against  us. 

You  have  done  well  in  your  Message  to  the  Six  Nations. 
The  sooner  a  conference  can  be  held  the  better;  and  I 
think  the  most  vigorous  exertions  necessary  to  secure  a  post, 
as  you  mention,  where  Fort  Slanwii  formerly  stood,  and 
below  that,  as  I  intimated  in  my  last.  If  you  can  effect 
these,  I  am  hopeful  all  their  attempts  in  that  quarter  will  be 
unavailing.  I  have  ordered  a  ton  of  powder,  half  a  ton  of 
lead,  five  thousand  flints,  some  cannon,  intrenching  tools, 
and  a  dozen  whip-saws  and  files,  to  be  immediately  sent 
you,  which  you  will  receive  in  two  or  three  days,  with  a  list 
of  them  and  every  other  article  sent  from  hence  at  this 
time. 

1  have  enclosed  you  a  copy  of  an  invoice  of  goods  now 
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in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hobert  Henry,  wl)ich  lie  offered  the 
Quartermaster-General  this  weeii  on  moderate  terms,  as  the 
Quartermaster  informs  me.  It  certainly  will  be  proper  that 
you  purchase  them,  or  such  of  them  as  will  suit  the  Army  in 
Canada  ;  and  it  will  be  less  troublesome  and  expensive  than 
sending  articles  fix)m  hence,  supposing  they  can  be  pro- 
cured, and  that  can  be  had  either  in  Albany  or  its  vicinity, 
rather  than  to  send  here  for  them ;  for  I  am  really  so  im- 
mersed in  business,  and  have  such  a  variety  of  things  to 
attend  to,  that  I  scarcely  know  which  way  to  turn  niyself 
Perhaps,  if  you  make  a  strict  inquiry,  you  may  obtain  not 
only  more  goods,  but  other  necessaries. 

The  Indians  are  here,  just  returned  from  Fhiladclphia. 
I  will  communicate  to  them  your  wishes  for  their  return, 
and  give  direction  that  every  mark  of  respect  be  shown  them 
by  those  who  go  with  them. 

I  have  requested  the  Paymaster  to  procure,  if  possible, 
as  much  hard  money  as  will  discharge  Mr.  Black's  claim. 
How  he  will  succeed,  I  cannot  tell.  If  he  can  get  it,  it 
shall  be  forwarded  ;is  soon  as  a  proper  conveyance  can  be 
had.  In  regard  to  a  person  to  superintend  the  building  of 
gondolas,  and  other  carpenters  to  carry  on  the  works,  I  refer 
you  to  my  letter  of  the  9th  ;  and  shall  only  add,  that  they 
cannot  be  now  had,  every  one  qualified  for  the  business 
being  employed  here. 

The  intelligence  contained  in  General  Sullivan's  letter  is 
extremely  pleasing,  and  I  sincerely  wish  his  most  sanguine 
hopes  may  be  more  than  answered.  If  the  affection  of  the 
Canadians  can  be  engaged — and  he  seems  to  have  no 
doubt  of  it — it  will  be  of  much  importance,  and  probably 
the  means  of  retrieving  our  misfortunes  in  that  quarter.  I 
find,  by  General  AmoUTs  letter  to  General  Sullivan,  Colo- 
nel Bedel,  Major  Butterfield,  and  Captain  Young,  are  gone 
to  the  Sorel  for  trial.  If  their  conduct  was  as  base  and 
infamous  as  represented,  it  will  surely  meet  with  an  exem- 
plary punishment.  Men  who  will  not  discharge  the  duty 
they  owe  their  country  from  principle,  must  be  influenced 
to  it  by  other  motives,  or  at  least  be  prevented  from  betray- 
ing our  most  valuable  rights  by  a  cowardly  and  disgracellil 
behaviour. 

Enclosed  you  have  an  extract  of  a  letter  I  received  by 
last  night's  post  from  General  Ward,  from  which  we  may 
reasonably  conjecture  that  the  rest  of  the  transports  which 
sailed  with  the  one  taken,  will  not  be  long  before  they  ar- 
rive. It  seems  evident  they  expected  to  find  General  Howe 
at  Boston ;  and  I  am  hopeful  some  others,  under  this  idea, 
will  fall  into  our  hands.  There  are  also  accounts  in  town 
of  two  or  three  valuable  prizes  more  being  taken  to  the 
eastward — one  with  several  light  cannon,  another  a  JVest- 
Indian,  homeward-bound,  with  a  quantity  of  dollars  and 
sugars ;  but  I  fear,  though  the  accounts  seem  particulai',  that 
they  want  confirmation,  as  General  fVard  mentions  nothing 
of  them.     I  am,  dear  sir,  &.C., 

George  Washington. 
To  General  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  The  whip-saws,  I  fear,  can't  be  got :  the  Quarter- 
master says  he  has  tried  without  success. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    GENERAL    SULLIVAN. 

New- York,  June  16,  1776. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  was  favoured  with  yours  of  the  5th  and  6th 
instant,  by  express,  yesterday  evening,  from  General  Schuy- 
ler, and  am  exceedingly  happy  on  account  of  the  agreeable 
and  interesting  intelligence  it  contains.  Before  it  came  to 
hand  I  almost  dreaded  to  hear  from  Canada,  as  my  advices 
seemed  to  promise  nothing  favourable,  but  rather  our  lurther 
misfortunes.  But  I  am  now  hopeful  our  affairs,  from  the 
confused,  distracted,  and  almost  forlorn  state  in  which  you 
found  them,  will  emerge,  and  assume  an  aspect  of  order  and 
success.  I  am  convinced  many  of  our  misfortunes  are  to  be 
attributed  to  a  want  of  discipline,  and  a  proper  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  the  soldiery.  Hence  it  was,  and  from  our  feeble 
efforts  to  protect  the  Canadians,  that  they  had  almost  joined 
and  taken  part  against  us.  As  you  are  fully  apprized  of 
this,  and  conceive  them  well  disposed  towards  us,  with  con- 
fidence I  trust  you  will  take  every  step  in  your  power  to 
conciliate  and  secure  their  friendship.  If  this  can  be  effect- 
^'. — ^."'^  ^'^  which  you  seem  to  have  no  doubt — I  see  no 
objection  to  our  indulging  a  hope  that  this  country  (of  such 
importance  in  the  present  controversy)  may  yet  be  added 


to,  and  complete  our  Union.  I  confess  this  interesting 
work  is  now  more  difficult  than  it  would  have  been  hereto- 
fore, had  matters  been  properly  conducted  ;  but  yet  I  flatter 
myself  it  may  be  accomplished  by  a  wise,  prudent,  and  ani- 
mated behaviour  in  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  it, 
especially  if  assisted  by  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  inha- 
bitants. I  think  every  mark  of  friendship  and  favour  should 
be  shown  them,  to  encourage  their  zeal  and  attachment  to 
our  cause,  and  from  which,  if  they  once  heartily  embark,  we 
shall  derive  innumerable  benefiis. 

Your  conduct  in  pushing  and  securing  posts  low  down 
the  country  is  certainly  judicious,  and  of  the  utmost  advan- 
tage. The  further  down  we  can  take  and  maintain  posts, 
the  greater  will  our  possession  of  the  country  be,  observing, 
at  the  same  time,  the  necessity  of  having  a  safe  retreat  left, 
if  you  should  be  obliged  to  abandon  them  by  a  superior 
force.  I  am  hopeful,  and  shall  anxiously  wait  to  liear  of 
General  Thompson's  making  a  successful  attack  upon  the 
party  intrenching  at  the  Three  Rivers.  Their  defeat  will 
be  of  the  most  essential  service.  It  will  chagrin  them,  dis- 
concert their  schemes  on  the  one  hand,  and  animate  our 
men,  and  give  life  to  our  Canadian  friends  on  the  other,  and 
efface  from  their  minds  the  unfavourable  impressions  our 
late  conduct  has  made.  It  will  be  of  material  consequence, 
in  your  advances  down  the  country,  to  secure  the  several 
important  posts  as  you  go,  at  which  you  may,  in  case  you 
should  be  obliged  to  decline  the  main  object  you  have  in 
view,  make  a  vigorous  and  successful  stand  in  your  retreat. 
I  concur  with  you  in  opinion  in  thinking  it  not  of  material 
moment  to  keep  a  very  large  number  of  men  at  La  Chine,  or 
the  upper  posts.  There  should  be  no  more  than  will  be 
necessary  to  repel  such  attacks  and  attempts  as  may  be 
made  by  the  savages  and  the  regular  troops  above  you — 
allowing  for  such  a  number  of  disaffected  Canadians  as  may 
join  them.  But  then  there  should  be  a  sufficient  number 
for  that  purpose,  as  our  further  misfortunes  there  might  be 
of  the  most  injurious  consequence.  If  they  can  be  main- 
tained, the  disaffection  above  will  dwindle  away,  and  the 
insurrection  promise  nothing  disastrous.  It  is  impossible  for 
me  at  this  distance,  and  not  acquainted  with  the  situation  of 
affairs  as  well  as  you  who  are  on  the  spot,  to  give  any  par- 
ticular directions  for  your  conduct  and  operations.  I  there- 
fore have  only  to  request  that  you,  with  your  officers,  will, 
in  every  instance,  pursue  such  measures  as  the  exigency  of 
our  affairs  may  seem  to  require,  and  as  to  you  shall  appear 
most  likely  to  advance  and  promote  the  interest  and  happi- 
ness of  your  country. 

The  return  which  you  mention  to  have  enclosed  was  not 
in  your  letter;  you  probably,  through  hurry,  forgot  to  put  it 
in,  or  General  Schuyler  may  have  omitted  it  when  in  his 
hands.  I  wrote  you  the  13th  instant  on  this  subject,  and 
must  again  enjoin  a  particular  attention  to  this  part  of  your 
duty,  it  being  of  the  utmost  importance  to  be  frequently 
certified  of  our  whole  strength  and  stores.  In  compliance 
with  your  request  I  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  your  letter  to 
Congress  by  to-morrow's  post ;  it  will  give  them  sensible 
pleasure,  and  such  as  they  had  no  good  reason  to  expect,  at 
least  so  soon. 

I  have  enclosed  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  General 
Ward.  From  the  capture  mentioned  in  it,  there  is  reason 
to  expect  the  other  transports  that  sailed  with  her  are  not 
far  off  the  coast. 

In  regard  to  your  giving  commissions,  it  is  a  measure  that 
I  can  neither  approve  nor  disapprove ;  having  no  authority 
to  act  in  this  instance  myself.  The  propriety  of  it  must 
depend  upon  the  powers  and  practice  of  your  predecessors 
in  command.  If  they  had  none,  it  will  be  judged  of,  most 
probably,  by  the  good  or  bad  consequences  it  may  produce. 
Congress,  from  your  letter,  will  see  you  have  exercised  such 
a  power,  and  when  they  write  you,  will  either  confirm  or 
refuse  it,  in  all  probability. 

Lest  you  should  conceive  that  I  do  not  think  La  Chine  or 
the  Cedars  posts  of  importance,  and  whose  defence  are  not 
very  material,  I  must  here  add  that  1  esteem  them  of  much 
consequence ;  but  only  mean  that  more  men  need  not  be 
employed  than  what  will  be  equal  to  any  probable  attack 
that  may  be  made  against  them. 

I  would  observe,  before  I  have  done,  that  it  is  my  most 
earnest  request  that  harmony,  a  good  understanding,  and 
free  communication  of  sentiments,  may  prevail  and  be  pre- 
served between  the  Generals  and  Field  Officers — particularly 
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the  former.  Nothing  can  produce  greater  benefits  than  tliis, 
nor  tend  more  to  prortiote  your  military  operations  ;  whereas 
history  iind  observation  do  sufficiently  evince  (they  abound 
with  numberless  examples)  the  fatal  consequences  which 
have  ever  resulted  from  distrusts,  jealousy,  and  disagreements 
among  officers  of  these  ranks.  Wishing,  therefore,  your 
counsels  and  efibrts  to  be  founded  in  a  happy  union,  and 
to  meet  the  smiles  of  a  kind  Providence,  I  am,  &:c., 

Geokge  Washington, 
To  Brigadier-General  Sullivan. 

P.  S.  Knowing  your  great  zeal  for  the  cause  of  your 
country  and  desire  to  render  her  every  possible  service,  I 
must  caution  you  not  to  put  too  much  to  the  hazard  in  your 
exertions  to  establish  her  rights,  and  to  receive,  with  a  proper 
degree  of  caution,  the  professions  the  Canadians  may  make  ; 
they  have  the  character  of  an  ingenuous,  artful  people,  and 
very  capable  of  finesse  and  cunning.  Therefore,  ray  ad- 
vice is,  that  you  put  not  too  much  in  their  power,  but  seem 
to  trust  them,  rather  than  do  it  too  far.  I  would  also  have 
you  to  keep  all  your  posts,  as  you  go,  well  secured,  to  guard 
against  any  treacherous  conduct.  G.  W. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  WARD. 

New- York,  June  16,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favours 
of  the  27th  ultimo  and  of  the  3d  and  6th  instant;  and  in 
answer  to  the  first,  I  think  you  were  right  in  your  direction 
to  Mr.  Bartlett  about  the  brigantine  Hannah,  as  Mr.  Morris 
had  written  for  one.  The  two  schooners,  considering  their 
force  and  number  of  men,  certainly  behaved  extremely  well 
in  repelling  the  attack  of  such  a  number  of  boats;  and  it  is 
only  to  be  lamented  that  the  affair  was  attended  with  the 
death  of  Captain  Mugford ;  he  seemed  to  deserve  a  better 
fate. 

The  determination  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  upon  Colonel 
Varnum's  complaint,  transmitted  in  that  of  the  3d,  is  very 
different  from  what  he  expected,  or  I  imagined  it  would  be 
from  his  state  of  the  case.  Whether  it  is  right  or  wrong,  it 
is  not  in  my  power  to  determine,  as  the  evidence  which  was 
before  them  is  not  inserted  in  the  proceedings ;  which  ought 
to  have  been,  as  I,  at  this  distance,  can  have  no  other  means 
to  warrant  me  either  in  confirming  or  rejecting  the  sentence. 
I  cannot  but  add,  that  it  seems  extraordinary  to  me  and 
exceedingly  strange,  that  Captain  Lane  should  have  been 
at  so  much  trouble  and  expense  to  get  the  men,  without 
having  a  right  to  them ;  for  which  reason,  to  discounte- 
nance a  practice  extremely  pernicious  in  its  nature,  of  one 
officer  trying  to  take  away  and  seduce  the  men  of  another, 
and  on  account  of  the  imperfection  in  the  proceedings  in 
not  stating  the  matter  fully  and  the  whole  evidence,  the 
complaint  should  be  reheard,  and  everything  appertaining  to 
it — the  manner  of  inlistment,  &ic. — particularly  specified,  for 
me  to  found  my  judgment  on. 

The  arms,  Sic,  which  you  sent  to  Norwich,  as  mentioned 
in  the  invoice  contained  in  that  of  the  6th,  are  not  arrived. 
The  number  of  carbines  is  only  half  of  what  General  Fut- 
nam  wrote  for,  as  I  have  been  infonned,  and  it  is  less  by 
three  hundred  than  I  directed  to  be  sent  in  my  letter  from 
Philadelphia,  of  the  28th  ultimo.  This  I  suppose  had  not 
come  to  hand  when  you  wrote,  as  you  have  not  acknow- 
ledged the  receipt  of  it. 

1  have  enclosed  two  letters  for  Major  Small  ^n<\  Charles 
Procter,  Esquire,  supposed  to  be  at  Halifax,  which  being 
written  with  a  design  to  procure  the  enlargement  of  Captain 
Procter,  a  prisoner  on  board  the  Mercury  man-of-war,  or 
induce  them  to  intercede  for  a  more  humane  treatment  to  be 
shown  him,  I  request  you  to  forward  by  the  first  opportunity, 
by  way  of  Nova-Scotia. 

I  am  this  moment  favoured  with  yours  of  the  9th  instant, 
advising  me  of  the  capture  made  by  our  armed  vessels  of 
one  of  the  transports,  with  a  company  of  Highlanders  on 
board  ;  and  1  flatter  myself,  if  our  vessels  keep  a  good  look- 
out, as  the  whole  fleet  are  bound  to  Boston  which  sailed 
with  her,  that  more  of  them  will  fall  into  our  hands.  This 
is  a  further  proof  that  Government  expected  General  Howe 
was  still  in  Boston. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  that  your  health  is  more  and  more 
impaired  ;  and  having  heard  by  letter  from  Colonel  Hancock 
that  Mr.    Whitcomb,   Colonel   WhitcomVs  brother,  is  ap- 


pointed a  Brigadier-General,  I  shall  order  him  to  relieve 
you  as  soon  as  1  am  informed  that  he  accepts  his  commis- 
sion ;  and  if  he  does,  you  may  immediately  call  him  to  your 
assistance,  before  I  am  certified  of  his  acceptance ;  this  will 
ease  you  of  some  trouble,  till  I  can  regulate  a  few  matters  of 
importance  here,  which  I  hope  to  do  in  a  little  time. 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Honourable  General  Ward. 


MRS.  JOHNSON    to    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  June  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  complaining  to  you,  as  it  is  from 
you  I  expect  redress.  I  was  compelled  to  leave  home,  much 
against  my  inclination,  and  am  detained  here  by  General 
Schuyler,  who,  I  am  convinced,  acts  more  out  of  ill  nature 
to  Sir  John  than  from  any  reason  that  either  he  or  I  have 
given  him.  As  I  am  not  allowed  to  return  home,  and  my 
situation  here  made  as  disagreeable  as  it  can  be,  by  repeated 
messages  and  threats  from  General  Schuyler,  too  indelicate 
and  cruel  to  be  expected  from  a  gentleman,  I  should  wish 
to  be  with  my  friends  at  New-Yorjc,  and  would  prefer  my 
captivity  under  your  Excellency's  protection,  to  being  in  the 
power  of  General  Schuyler,  who  rules  with  more  severity 
than  could  be  wished   by  your  Excellency's  humble  ser- 

'  M.  Johnson. 


GENERAL  ARNOLD  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN. 

La  Prairie,  June  16,  1776—11  o'clock  A.  M) 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  letter  from  &re/of  the  14th 
instant,  at  three  o'clock,  previous  to  which  I  had  destroyed 
all  the  knees,  &.c.  In  the  morning,  I  sent  Captain  Wilkin- 
son express  to  you ;  at  three  o'clock  he  met  the  enemy  at 
Varenne,  and  narrowly  escaped  being  taken ;  at  five  he  ar- 
rived at  Montreal;  at  seven  P.  M.  I  embarked  the  whole 
garrison  in  eleven  bafteaus,  and  got  safe  over.  The  rain 
made  it  seven  o'clock  before  carts  could  be  procured  at 
Longueil  and  La  Prairie  to  carry  the  sick  and  baggage. 
The  whole  are  safe  here,  with  some  rum,  molasses,  wine, 
&c.,  seized  at  Montreal.  The  salt  could  not  be  got  over. 
We  have  destroyed  all  the  batteaus,  and  will  break  down  al 
the  bridges  in  our  rear.  I  expect  to  be  at  St.  Johns  at  five 
o'clock  this  evening.  We  have  thirty  carts,  which  I  will 
send  to  Chambly  as  soon  as  they  are  discharged  of  their 
loading.  Four  or  five  of  the  enemy's  vessels  are  as  high  as 
Vercheres  or  Varenne.  Our  people  saw  their  troops  at  the 
latter  place,  and  a  Frenchman  from  Montreal  says  they 
mounted  guard  there  last.  The  number  of  the  enemy  is 
very  considerable.  No  particular  account  has  been  received 
of  their  movements. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  and  hum- 


ble servant, 

To  Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  Chambly. 


B.  Arnold. 


GENERAL    ARNOLD   TO    GENERAL    SULLrTAN. 

St.  Johns,  June  16,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  this  minute  received  a  letter  from  Ge- 
neral Schuyler,  advising  me  that  the  batteaus  which  I  wrote 
for  might  be  sent  over  the  Lake  and  detained,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  a  number  of  the  Militia  who  are  ordered 
into  this  country.  I  suppose  he  has  written  you  fully  on 
the  matter.  We  have  about  nine  hundred  barrels  of  pork 
and  eighty  barrels  of  flour  here.  The  sloop  and  schooner 
are  arrived  at  the  Isle  Motte,  with  a  considerable  quantity. 
The  schooner  is  loaded  with  dry-goods,  shot,  shells,  &c.  I 
believe  it  will  be  best  to  send  her  away  directly.  Nothing 
is  done  yet  to  fortify  our  camp.  I  think  it  requires  imme- 
diate attention.  I  intended  going  to  Chambly  in  the  morn- 
ing, but  expect  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here, 
where  I  think  we  are  secure  at  present. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  dear  sir,  your  most  humble  ser- 

'  B.  Arnold. 

To  General  Sullivan,  Chambly. 

P.  S.  I  have  borrowed  several  sums  of  hard  money.  1 
should  be  glad  of  four  or  five  hundred  pounds,  if  you  can 
spare  it.  Will  it  not  be  best  to  give  our  paper  money  a 
currency,  by  declaring  those  enemies  who  refuse  it  ?    Unless 
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some  sucli  method  is  taken,  the  poor  soldiers  receive  no 
benefit  from  their  pay,  and  starve  in  the  midst  of  plenty, 
with  their  pociiets  full  of  money. 

Yours,  &.C.,  B.  Arnold. 

To  General  Sidlivan,  Sorel, 


COMMODORE    HOPKINS    TO    CAPTAIN    WHIPPLE.  i 

Newport,  June  16,  1776. 

Sir:  You  arc  to  go  to  sea  with  your  sliip  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  cruise,  till  your  provisions  are  out  or  you  have 
weakened  your  ship  by  manning  prizes  so  as  to  make  it  un- 
safe to  cruise,  in  such  places  on  our  coast  as  you  may  think 
will  be  most  likely  to  intercept  the  enemies  of  the  United 
Colonies.  And  you  are  to  take  and  send  into  port  for  trial 
all  vessels  belonging  to  or  bound  to  Great  Britain,  and  all 
other  vessels  with  BnVJsA  property  on  board,  and  ail  vessels 
that  you  may  suspect  of  having  a  design  of  supplying  the 
British  Army  or  Navy  or  the  enemies  to  the  United  Colo- 
nies. 

You  are  to  send  your  prizes  into  the  6rst  port  you  can 
with  most  safety  within  the  United  Colonies,  and  transmit  to 
the  Marine  Committee,  or  their  agents,  or  to  me,  an  account 
of  your  circumstances,  as  often  as  may  be. 

If  you  take  any  transports,  you  are  to  take  the  principal 
officers  on  board  your  ship.  If  by  distress  you  are  obliged 
to  put  into  any  port  wlrere  the  Congress  have  no  agents, 
you  are  to  draw  on  the  Treasurers  of  the  Congress,  or  on  me, 
or  on  any  of  the  agents,  for  what  sum  is  sufficient  to  repair 
your  ship,  or  for  necessaries. 

EsEK  Hopkins,  Commander-inr  Chief. 

To  Abraham  IVhipple,  Esquire,  Commander  of  the  Ship 
Columbus. 


COMJIODORE    HOPKINS    TO    CAPTAIN   BIDDLE. 

Newport,  June  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  are  to  go  to  sea  with  your  brig  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  cruise,  till  your  provisions  are  out  or  you  have 
weakened  your  brig  by  manning  prizes  so  as  to  make  it  un- 
safe to  cruise,  in  such  places  on  our  coast  as  you  may  think 
will  be  most  likely  to  intercept  the  enemies  to  the  United 
Colonies.  And  you  are  to  take  and  send  into  port  for  trial 
all  vessels  belonging  to  or  bound  to  Great  Britain,  and  all 
other  vessels  with  any  British  property  on  board,  and  all 
vessels  that  you  may  suspect  of  having  a  design  of  supply- 
ing the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies. 

You  are  to  send  your  prizes  into  the  first  port  within  the 
United  Colonies  that  you  can  with  most  safety,  and  trans- 
mit to  the  Marine  Committee,  or  their  agents,  or  to  me,  an 
account  of  your  circumstances,  as  often  as  may  be. 

If  you  take  any  transports,  you  are  to  take  the  principal 
officers  on  board  your  ship.  If  by  distress  you  should  put 
into  any  port  where  the  Congress  have  no  agents,  you  are 
to  draw  on  the  Treasurers  of  the  Congress,  or  on  me,  or  on 
any  of  the  agents,  for  what  sum  is  sufficient  to  repair  your 
.  brig,  or  for  necessaries. 

EsEK  Hopkins,  Commander-in-Chief. 

To  Nicholas  Biddle,  Esq.,  Commander  of  the  Brigantine 
Andrew  Doria. 

GENERAL  WARD  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  June  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  Last  evening  I  received  Major  Harrison's  letter  of 
the  10th  instant,  and,  agreeably  to  your  desire,  have  directed 
lieutenant  Martin  to  be  ready  as  soon  as  possible  to  set  out 
for  New-  York. 

The  13th  instant,  at  evening,  I  ordered  five  hundred  men, 
with  proper  officers,  a  detachment  of  the  train,  with  a  thir- 
teen-inch  mortar,  two  eighteen-pounders,  and  some  small 
cannon,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Whitcomb,  to  take 
jx)st  on  Long-Island,  to  annoy  the  enemy's  ships ;  the  ne- 
cessary works  were  thrown  up  in  the  night,  and  next  morn- 
ing our  cannon  and  mortar  began  to  play  upon  the  pirates, 
which  soon  drove  them  all  out  of  the  harbour.  The  fleet 
consisted  of  thirteen  in  number :  the  Renown,  of  fifty  guns, 
several  smaller  ships  of  war,  and  some  transports  with  High- 
landers on  board.  As  near  as  we  could  judge,  there  were 
about  eight  hundred  troops  on  board  the  transports.    They 


blew  up  the  Light-House  as  they  went  off,  and  then  put  to 
sea  with  their  fleet.  I  think  it  probable  they  will  leave 
some  frigates  to  cruise  in  the  Bay. 

A  number  of  the  Colony  troops  and  Militia  were  to  have 
thrown  up  a  battery  the  same  night  on  Pettick's  Island  and 
Nantasket  Head,  but  by  some  unforeseen  obstructions,  they 
did  not  get  their  cannon  ready  in  time ;  however,  they  gave 
the  enemy  a  number  of  shot  as  the  ships  passed  through  the 
channel.  Our  shot  cut  away  some  of  their  yards  and  ri"-- 
ging,  and  several  went  into  the  ships'  sides  ;  but  the  shells 
from  the  mortar  terrified  them  most.  They  returned  a  few 
shot  from  the  Commodore's  sliip,  without  any  effect,  and  got 
under  sail  with  all  expedition. 

I  have  proposed  to  the  General  Court  to  anchor  a  decoy 
ship  where  the  man-of-war  lay,  with  a  broad  pendant,  in  order 
to  draw  in  the  transports  which  may  be  coming  this  way. 

No  Paymaster,  nor  money  for  the  troops  stationed  here, 
have  yet  arrived,  which  delay  has  occasioned  great  difficulty, 
as  there  is  now  more  than  three  months'  pay  due  to  the 
men.  I  have  endeavoured  to  borrow  the  money  of  the  Ge- 
neral Court,  but  have  not  succeeded,  the  Treasury  being 
nearly  exhausted  by  large  demands. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  Several  invalids,  belonging  to  the  marching  regi- 
ments, have  applied  to  me  to  be  turned  over  to  other  regi- 
ments, as  they  were  not  able  to  march,  but  I  did  not  think 
myself  authorized  to  comply  with  their  request.  I  have 
discharged  three  or  four,  who  were  likely  to  be  of  no  service, 
but  a  burden  to  the  Continent. 

P.  S.  June  17. — I  have  just  received  information  that 
the  Continental  Privateers  have  taken  and  brought  into  Nan- 
tasket,  in  this  harbour,  a  ship  and  a  brig  from  Glasgow,  with 
two  hundred  and  ten  Highland  troops  on  board,  with  their 
baggage ;  the  ship  mounted  six  carriage-guns,  and  fought 
the  Privateers  some  time  before  she  struck.  We  had  four 
men  wounded  ;  the  enemy  had  three  privates  and  a  Major 
killed,  and  eight  or  ten  men  wounded.  The  prisoners  are 
coming  up  to  town,  among  whom  is  a  Colonel.  Any  fur- 
ther particulars  that  may  be  of  importance,  I  shall  forward 
as  soon  as  I  can  learn  them. 


EDMUND  PENDLETON  AND    OTHERS  TO  VIRGINIA  DELEGATES 
IN    CONGRESS. 

Williamsburgh,  June  17,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  confusion  which  hath  for  some  time 
happened  amongst  the  people  in  the  disputed  lands  between 
Pennsylvania  and  this  Colony,  and  a  representation  to  the 
Convention  that  a  civil  war  was  like  to  be  the  consequence 
if  something  was  not  done  to  prevent  it,  induced  that  body 
to  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  who  were  sorry  to 
discover  that  a  jealousy  seemed  to  prevail  in  the  governing 
powers  of  Pennsylvania  of  our  intending  the  garrisons  on 
the  Ohio  to  influence  that  dispute,  and  to  overawe  their 
people  ;  whereas  we  only  mean  by  them  to  protect  our  peo- 
ple and  those  in  the  contested  settlement  from  the  danger 
they  are  exposed  to  of  Indian  ravages,  without  the  most 
distant  view  to  offer  any  injury  to  our  friends  and  neigh- 
bours, with  whom  it  is  our  inclination  as  well  as  interest  to 
unite.  A  temporary  boundary  appeared  to  the  Convention 
the  only  means  of  quieting  the  people,  until  we  have  leisure 
to  refer  the  final  decision  to  some  arbitrating  power  between 
us  ;  and  in  fixing  that,  they  judged  that  to  point  a  line  whicii 
would  most  nearly  leave  the  inhabitants  in  the  country  tl>ey 
respectively  settled  under,  would  be  most  likely  to  give 
general  satisfection ;  and  having  examined  several  gentle- 
men well  acquainted  with  that  country,  who  were  of  opinion 
that  end  would  be  answered  by  the  hue  described  in  the 
enclosed  resolution,  they  have  resolved  to  propose  that  line 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly,  and  have  commanded  us  to 
transmit  it  to  you,  requesting  that  you  would  negotiate  the 
matter  in  such  inanner  as  you  shall  think  most  effectual. 

We  are,  with  great  regard,  gentlemen,  your  obedient, 
humble  servants, 

Edmund  Pendleton,    Thomas  Lud.  Lee, 
Dudley  Diggs,  William  Cabell, 

P.  Carhington,  Jos.  Jones. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Virginia  Delegates  in  Congress. 
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FREDERICK    COUNTY    (maRYLANd)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Commiltee  for  the  Lower  District  of  Frederick  County,  ^ 

June  17,  1776.       S 

Present :  Jonathan  Wilson,  Est].,  (in  the  Chair,)  Edward 
Hurgess,  Robert  Owen,  Thomas  Cramphin,  Jun.,  Charles  G. 
Grijfith,  Zadock  Magrudcr,  Samuel  Af.  Magradcr,  Gerard 
Briscoe,  Archibald  Orme,  Allen  Bowie,  Thomas  S.  Woot- 
ton. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  our  sole  and  primary  inten- 
tion in  appointing  Delegates  to  meet  in  Convention  was,  to 
regulate  the  motie  of  opposition  necessary  to  be  made  by  us 
internally  against  the  arbitrary  machinations  of  the  British 
Ministry,  and  to  appoint  Delegates  to  meet  our  sister  Colo- 
nies in  Congress,  to  recommend  such  measures  as,  by  a 
sense  of  the  majority  of  the  Colonies,  would  best  secure  the 
natural  and  inherent  rights  of  the  people  generally. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  all  just  and  legal  Govern- 
ment was  instituted  for  the  ease  and  convenience  of  the 
People,  and  that  the  People  have  the  indubitable  right  to 
reform  or  abolish  a  Government  which  may  appear  to  them 
insufficient  for  the  exigency  of  their  affairs. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  what  may  be  recommended 
by  a  majority  of  the  Congress,  equally  delegated  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Colonies,  we  will,  at  the  hazard  of  our 
lives  and  fortunes,  support  and  maintain ;  and  that  every 
resolution  of  Convention  tending  to  separate  this  Province 
from  a  imajority  of  the  Colonies,  without  the  consent  of  the 
people,  is  destructive  to  our  internal  safety,  and  big  with 
publick  ruin. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  as  a  knowledge  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Representative  is  the  constituent's  only  principle 
and  permanent  security,  we  claim  the  right  of  being  fully 
informed  therein,  unless  in  the  secret  operations  of  war ;  and 
that  we  shall  ever  hold  the  Representative  amenable  to  that 
body  from  whom  he  derives  his  authority. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Legislative,  Judicative, 
Executive,  and  Military  powers,  ought  to  be  separate,  and 
that  in  all  countries  where  the  power  to  make  laws  and  the 
power  to  enforce  such  laws  is  vested  in  one  man,  or  in  one 
body  of  men,  a  tyranny  is  established. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  these  Resolutions  be  imme- 
diately printed  in  the  Maryland  Gazette. 

Signed  per  order : 

Simon  Nicholls,  Clerk. 


you  may  have  an  order  for  on  complying  with  the  terms 
prescribed  by  the  Convention.     We  are,  &:c. 
To  Captain  Isaac  Vanbibber,  Baltimore-town. 

P.  S.  If  any  change  be  necessary  about  repairing  the 
vessels,  application  must  be  made  to  the  Convention  ;  we 
cannot  give  license  to  the  owners  themselves  to  repair,  or 
oblige  them  so  to  do. 


NEW-YORK    DELEGATES    TO    NEW-yORK    CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  June  17,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  were  honoured  by  your  favours  of  the  1 1th  inst. 
A  resolution  of  Congress  has  passed  agreeable  to  your  inten- 
tion, restraining  the  exportation  of  salt  beef  and  pork  from 
any  of  these  Colonies,  under  the  limitations  mentioned  in  your 
resolve. 

We  received  great  pleasure  from  knowing  the  sentiments 
of  the  honourable  the  Convention  relative  to  the  important 
subject  on  which  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  ask  their  opi- 
nion. We  are  very  happy  in  having  it  in  our  power  to 
assure  them  that  we  have  hitherto  taken  no  steps  inconsis- 
tent with  their  intention,  as  expressed  in  their  letter,  by  which 
we  shall  be  careful  to  regulate  our  future  conduct. 

We  remain,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  and  the 
Convention's  most  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

Francis  Lewis,  William  Floyd, 
R.  H.  Livingston,  Henry  Wisner. 
John  Alsop, 

To  the  Honourable  Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  President  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,  New-York. 


BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE    TO   MARYLAND  COUNCIL   OF  SAFETY. 
In  Committee,  Baltimore,  June  17,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Information  having  been  given  to  this  Com- 
mittee by  Mr.  Iaix,  that  you  had  application  by  letter  from 
Dr.  Stevenson  that  two  casks  of  gunpowder  were  taken 
from  him,  for  which  he  never  had  been  paid,  this  Commit- 
tee desire  that  you  will  please  to  transmit  them  a  copy  of 
said  letter  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  answering 
the  charge.  They  have  further  to  inform  you  that  an  ap- 
plication has  been  made  by  Dr.  Stevenson  for  a  barrel  of 
gimpowder,  which  he  imported  from  Philadelphia,  and  was 
received  into  the  publick  store ;  but  as  he  has  neither  signed 
the  Association  nor  enrolment,  he  stands  in  the  light  of  an 
enemy  to  America,  and  therefore  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
trust  so  much  powder  in  his  hands ;  they  therefore  desire 
your  orders  therein. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants, 

Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman. 
William  Lux,  J.  Griest, 

Andrew  Buchanan,     Benjamin  Nicholson, 
Thomas  Sollers,         William  Aisq,uiTH, 
Thomas  Harrison,       Darby  Lux. 
John  E.  Howard, 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


president  or  congress  to  general  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  June  17,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  wrote  you  by  express  yesterday,  and  enclosed  you 
all  the  resolutions  of  Congress  to  that  time ;  since  which 
nothing  has  occurred.  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Cap- 
tain Bradford,  who  has  in  charge  the  money  destined  for 
the  Army  in  Canada — three  boxes  containing  twenty-one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-6ve  and  a  half  silver 
dollars,  and  three  boxes  containing  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  thousand  paper  dollars.  I  am  to  request  you  will 
please  to  discharge  the  Philadelphia  guard,  and  order  a 
fresh  guard  to  proceed  with  the  money  to  General  Schuyler, 
or  the  Paymaster,  Mr.  Trumbull,  in  such  manner  as  you 
shall  judge  best,  and  either  in  the  same  wagon  or  another, 
as  you  shall  direct.  Please  to  forward  by  the  officer  of  the 
guard  the  enclosed  letter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 
John  Hancock,  President. 
To  General  Washington. 


president  of    congress    to    general    SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia,  June  17,  1776. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  invoice  of  three  boxes  of  silver 
dollars,  containing  21,725J  dollars;  also,  invoice  of  three 
boxes,  containing  187,000  paper  dollars,  which  I  wish  safe 
to  hand,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  in  Canada ;  more  hard 
money  will  soon  follow,  and  in  a  few  days  shall  send  on  some 
more  paper  money.  I  wish  soon  to  hear  a  more  favourable 
account  of  our  aflairs  in  Canada. 

In  a  few  days  I  shall  write  you,  and  enclose  you  the  re- 
solutions of  Congress,  which  are  almost  perfected,  and  when 
executed  I  think  will  much  promote  the  general  good.  You 
shall  have  them  as  early  as  possible  after  they  are  complete. 

I  am,  in  great  haste,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  General  Schuyler.  In  his  absence,  to  Mr.  TrumbuU, 
Deputy  Paymaster-General,  or  to  Commander-in-Chief  in 
Canada. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  CAPTAIN  VANBIBBER. 

[No.  25.]  Annapolis,  June  17,  1776. 

Sir:  By  the  resolves  of  the  Convention,  one  thousand 
pounds  were  appropriated  for  the  building  of  one  or  more 
Powder-Mills.  Five  hundred  pounds  have  been  already 
drawn  by  a  gentleman  in  Charles  County,  named  Hanson, 
upon  his  giving  bond  with  security  to  erect  a  Powder-Mill ; 
there  remain  five  hundred   pounds  unappropriated,  which 


PENNSYLVANIA    COMMITTEE     OF    SAFETY    TO    PRESIDENT   OF 

CONGRESS. 

[Read  June  18,  1776.] 

Philadelphia,  June  17,  1776. 

Sir:  An  application  has  been  made  to  this  Board  by  a 
number  of  persons,  prisoners  on  board  the  Liverpool,  to  ne- 
gotiate their  exchange  for  the  seamen  who  belonged  to  the 
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King's  ships,  and  are  now  prisonci-s  in  tiiis  city.  The  per- 
sons who  apply  for  tliis  exchange  are  either  such  as  Irave 
been  taken  on  board  merchant  ships,  or  boats  that  ply  in  the 
river  and  bay.  This  Conuiiittee  think  that  able  seamen, 
taken  on  board  the  King's  ships,  are  very  impmper  to  be 
exchanged  for  such  persons  as  make  this  application  ;  and 
as  the  enemy  are  at  this  time  greatly  distressed  for  seamen, 
an  exchange  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  general  service. 
This  Committee  would  be  glad  to  have  the  sentiments  of 
Congress  upon  this  matter  as  soon  as  possible. 
By  crder  of  the  Committee : 

John  Nixon,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


TO  THE  PRIVATES  OF  THE  SEVERAL  BATTALIONS  OF  MILITA- 
RY ASSOCIATORS  IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF    PENNSYLVANIA. 

Gentlemen:  The  honourable  Congress  having  resolved 
upon  a  (lying  camp  of  ten  thousand  men,  for  the  protection 
of  our  Province  and  Maryland,  viz  :  six  thousand  for  this 
Province,  six  hundred  for  the  lower  Counties,  and  three 
thousand  four  hundred  for  Maryland,  and  that  Maryland 
should  appoint  one,  and  this  Colony  two  Brigadiers-General : 
the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the  Associators  of  the  City 
and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  considering  that  an  appoint- 
ment made  by  any  body  of  men  besides  the  Associators 
would  not  be  perfectly  satisfactory;  and  being  further  con- 
vinced that  it  was  their  right  to  make  the  appointment,  and 
that  the  security  of  their  liberties  depended  greatly  on  the 
exercise  of  this  right,  and  being  desirous  of  having  it  enjoy- 
ed equally  by  all,  have  agreed  with  the  Board  of  Officers  to 
call  a  Provincial  meeting  of  Associators,  consisting  of  two 
Privates  and  two  Officers  from  each  Battalion,  elected  by 
the  said  Battalions,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  said  Gene- 
rals, to  meet  in  Lancaster,  on  Thursday,  the  4th  of  July. 
We  attended  particularly  to  the  season  of  the  year,  and  the 
difficulty  of  your  attending  so  near  harvest ;  but  yet,  as  the 
matter  was  very  important,  and  we  were  unwilling  to  do 
anything  without  consulting  all,  and  giving  them  an  equal  op- 
portunity with  ourselves  of  exercising  their  right,we  adopted 
this  measure.  We,  therefore,  were  persuaded,  that  freemen, 
associated  for  the  defence  of  their  rights,  would  overlook 
every  difficulty  attending  a  perfect  and  free  exercise  of  it. 
Our  Assembly  (we  mean  such  of  its  members  as  are  not 
quite  with  us)  wished  to  have  the  appointment,  but  we  pre- 
pared the  following  Protest  against  it,  as  the  whole  of  our 
success  depends  on  a  proper  choice.  We  trust  you  will  see 
it  in  the  same  important  light  with  us,  and  send  the  dele- 
gation above-mentioned,  that  every  Battalion  in  the  Province 
may  have  a  perfectly  equal  representation. 

If  said  conference  should  unite  in  some  test  to  be  taken 
by  the  Associators,  that  we  might  know  who  to  depend  on, 
it  might  be  well.  We  wish  to  take  nothing  upon  ourselves, 
but  being  the  advance-guard,  our  duty  requires  that  we  give 
the  alarm.     We  are,  gentlemen,  Sic. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Privates  : 

Samuel  Simpson,  President. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  : 

The  Protest  of  the  Committee  of  the  Privates  of  the  Mili- 
tary Association  belonging  to  the  City  and  Liberties  of 
Philadelphia,  respectfully  shouieth : 
That  this  Committee,  understanding  that  the  honourable 
Congress  has  recommended  to  this  Colony  to  appoint  two 
Brigadiers-General,  to  command  the  Associators  of  this  Pro- 
vince, do  protest  against  any  appointment  of  said  Brigadiers- 
General  to  bo  made  by  this  House  : 

First.  Because  there  is  no  regular  Militia  law  which 
obliges  tlie  constituents  of  this  House  to  become  Associators, 
or  to  find  persons  in  their  room,  if  they  decline  associating; 
and  therefore  the  Association  is  not  properly  Provincial, 
and  of  consequence  this  House  is  not  properly  constituted 
to  be  competent  to  the  business,  nor  can  the  appointment 
come  before  them  as  a  Provincial  representation. 

Second.  Because  many  of  the  Associators  have  been  ex- 
cluded by  this  very  House  from  voting  for  the  members  now 
composing  it,  though  this  House  was  applied  to  on  their  be- 
half, and  therefore  they  are  not  represented  in  this  House. 


Third.  Because  the  Counties  which  have  the  greatest 
number  of  Associators  have  not  a  proportional  representa- 
tion, and  therefore  cannot  be  considered  as  having  an  equal 
voice  in  the  nomination. 

Fourth.  Because  the  Association  has  been  voluntary,  and 
this  House  choosing,  by  their  Resolutions  respecting  it,  that 
it  should  remain  so,  therefore  cannot  interfere,  nor  in  any- 
wise, consistent  with  decency,  attempt  to  impose  officers 
upon  us  not  of  our  own  choosing. 

Fifth.  Because  many  members  of  this  House  are  the 
representatives  of  persons  in  religious  profession,  like  them- 
selves, totally  averse  to  military  defence,  and  therefore  can- 
not be  called  the  representatives  of  Associators ;  nor  do  we 
wish  to  interfere  so  much  with  their  religious  sentiments  as 
to  reduce  them  to  the  necessity  of  quilting  their  seats  or 
joining  in  the  nomination. 

Sixth.  Because  it  is  well  known  that  there  are  men  in 
this  House  who  have,  ever  since  our  opposition  to  Great 
Britain,  refused  to  concur  in  any  measure  necessary  for  de- 
fence ;  and  we  have  reason  to  fear  that  some  are  disposed  to 
break  the  Union  of  the  Colonies,  and  submit  to  the  tyranny 
of  Great  Britain. 

Seventh.  Because  this  House  is  under  no  oaths  of  fidelity 
to  their  constituents,  by  which  they  would  be  bound  to  con- 
sult their  interests ;  nor  are  they  proper  persons  to  make 
the  oaths  which  are  to  bind  themselves. 

Eighth.  Because,  though  the  members  of  this  House, 
who  were  under  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  Crown,  consider 
themselves  absolved  therefrom,  and  have  admitted  the  new 
elected  members  to  their  seats  without  taking  oaths,  thereby 
dissolving  the  old  Constitution,  and  finally  abolishing  the 
Charter ;  yet  effijctual  care  is  taken  to  head  the  several 
pages  of  their  Resolves,  as  usual,  with  "  Votes  of  Assembly. 
John  Penn,  Esq.,  Governour,"  without  the  assent  of  the 
people  for  this  purpose.  These  things  wear  such  a  face  of 
design  as  renders  the  intentions  of  this  House  suspicious  ;  and 
we  think  a  House  still  confessing  the  King's  representative 
their  Governour,  cannot  safely  be  trusted  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  Generals  to  command  us,  lest  it  would  give  us  such 
as  would  enable  a  certain  party  to  make  up  with  the  enemy 
at  the  expense  of  our  lives  and  liberties. 

Ninth.  Because  a  House  which  showed  itself  so  un- 
friendly to  the  Association  at  a  time  when  so  much  depend- 
ed upon  their  exertions,  as,  after  frequent  and  repeated  ap- 
plications for  justice,  to  impose  no  more  than  three  shillings 
and  six  pence  fine  on  Non-Associators  for  every  day  of  gene- 
ral muster,  and  that  in  so  lax  a  manner  that  it  is  a  question 
whether  it  will  ever  be  collected,  is  not  to  be  trusted  with 
the  appointment  of  Generals  to  command  us,  lest  they  should 
show  as  little  regard  to  our  interest  in  the  one  case  as  in  the 
other. 

Tenth.  Because  as  this  House  was  chosen  by  those  only 
who  were  acknowledged  the  liege  subjects  of  George  our 
enemy,  and  derived  their  sole  right  of  electing  this  House 
from  that  very  circumstance,  we  conceive  that  the  moment 
they  undertook  to  set  aside  this  allegiance,  they,  by  that 
very  act,  destroyed  the  only  principle  on  which  they  sat  as 
Representatives,  and  therefore  they  are  not  a  House  on 
the  principles  on  which  they  were  elected ;  and  having 
derived  no  new  authority  from  the  people,  freed  from  such 
allegiance,  they  are  a  representative  body  on  no  one  ))rin- 
ciple  whatever,  and  therefore  can  in  no  manner  under- 
take to  do  the  business  of  Representatives  further  than  the 
people  indulge  them,  without  usurping  authority  and  acting 
arbitrarily. 

Eleventh.  Because  the  Associators  have  the  right  of  ap- 
pointing officers  to  command  them,  and  mean  ever  to  re- 
tain it. 

We,  therefore,  protest  against,  and  declare  we  will  not 
submit  to,  any  appointment  of  General  Officers  to  command 
us  which  this  House  may  think  proper  to  go  into. 

Nevertheless,  that  the  Resolve  of  Congress  may  be  fully 
complied  with,  we  have  taken  the  proper  steps  to  have  a  num- 
ber of  Associators,  Representatives  from  every  Battalion  in 
the  Province,  collected  together  as  soon  as  possible,  to  proceed 
to  the  choice  of  said  Brigadiers-General,  under  whom  we 
doubt  not  but  the  Associators  will  serve  with  cheerfulness ; 
and  they,  being  the  officers  of  their  choice,  will  have  the 
confidence  of  the  Associators. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Privates  : 

Samuel  Simpson,  President. 
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To  the  Honourable  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Freemen  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General 
Assembly  met : 

The  Protest  of  the  Board  of  Officers  oftlie  Five  Battalions 
of  the  City  and  Liberties  q/"  Philadelphia,  respectfully 
showeth : 

That  this  Board  address  you  by  the  title  heretofore  used 
to  the  honourable  House  of  Assembly,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
least  appearance  of  disrespect  to  the  honourable  Members 
now  sitting.  That  this  Board  has  received  information  that 
the  honourable  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies  has  re- 
commended to  this  Colony  to  appoint  two  Brigadiers  Gene- 
ral, to  command  the  Associators  of  this  Province;  and  we, 
apprehending  that  this  House  may  be  induced  to  take  upon 
them  to  nominate  and  appoint  the  said  Brigadiers-General 
without  having  the  authority  of  the  Associators  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  further  apprehending  that  any  nomination  made 
by  this  honourable  House  will  not  give  satisfaction  to  the 
Associators  of  the  Province,  and  consequently  that  they 
will  not  act  under  them, — for  these,  and  other  weighty  and 
important  considerations,  this  Board  do  hereby  protest  against 
this  honourable  House  making,  or  attempting  to  make,  the 
said  appointments. 

Signed  by  order: 

Daniel  Roberdeau,  President. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

New- York,  June  17,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  infonn  Congress  that  General  Woos- 
ter  has  repaired  to  Head-Quarters  in  obedience  to  their  re- 
solve transmitted  him ;  and  shall  be  extremely  glad  if  they 
will  give  me  such  further  directions  about  him  as  they  may 
conceive  necessary.  He  is  desirous  of  seeing  his  family  in 
Connecticut,  as  I  am  informed,  having  been  a  good  while 
from  it.  I  shall  await  their  instructions  as  to  his  future  em- 
ployment. 

1  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  much  esteem,  your  most 


obedient  servant, 

To  the  President  of  Congress. 


George  Washington. 
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GENERAL  WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  18,  1776.] 

New- York,  Jane  17,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  came  to  my  hands  as  a  private  letter 
from  General  Sullivan.  As  a  private  letter,  I  lay  it  before 
Congress.  The  tendency  (for  it  requires  no  explanation) 
will  account  for  the  contrast  between  it  and  the  letter  of 
General  Arnold. 

That  the  former  is  aiming  at  the  command  in  Canada  is 
obvious ;  whether  he  merits  it  or  not,  is  a  matter  to  be  con- 
sidered; and  that  it  may  be  considered  with  propriety,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  observe,  as  of  my  own  knowledge,  that 
he  is  active,  spirited,  and  zealously  attached  to  the  cause. 
iThat  he  does  not  want  abilities,  many  membei"3  of  Cono-ress, 
as  well  as  myself,  can  testify ;  but  he  has  his  wants,  and  he 
has  his  foibles.  The  latter  are  manifested  in  a  little  tincture 
of  vanity,  and  in  an  over-desire  of  being  popular,  which  now 
and  then  leads  him  into  some  embarrassments.  His  wants 
are  common  to  us  ail — tiie  want  of  experience  to  move  upon 
a  large  scale ;  for  tiie  limited  and  contracted  knowledge 
which  any  of  us  have  in  military  mattei-s,  stand  in  very  little 
stead,  and  is  greatly  overbalanced  by  sound  judgment,  and 
some  knowledge  of  men  and  books,  especially  when  accom- 
panied by  an  enterprising  genius,  which  I  must  do  (General 
Sullivan  the  justice  to  say  1  think  he  possesses.  But  as  the 
security  of  Canada  is  of  the  last  importance  to  the  well-being 
of  these  Colonies,  I  should  like  to  know  the  sentiments  of 
Congress  respecting  the  nomination  of  any  officer  to  that 
command.  The  character  I  have  drawn  of  General  Sulli- 
van is  just,  according  to  my  ideas  of  him.  Congress  will 
be  pleased,  therefore,  to  determine  upon  the  propriety  of  con- 
tinuing him  in  Canada,  or  sending  another,  as  they  shall  see 
fit.  Whether  General  Sullivan  knew  of  the  promotion  of 
General  Gates,  (at  the  time  of  his  writing,)  and  that  he  had 
quitted  the  department  he  left  iiim  in  when  he  marched  his 
brigade  from  hence  to  Canada,  I  cannot  undertake  to  say, 
nor  can  1  determine  whether  his  wish  to  be  recalled  would 
be  changed  by  it  if  he  did.     I  shall  add  no  more  than  my 


respectful  compliments  to  Congress,  and  that  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  regard  and  esteem, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  President  of  Congress. 

general    SULLIVAN     TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Sorel,  June  7,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  After  having,  as  I  think,  given  you  a 
just  representation  of  our  afFaii-s  in  Canada,  which  1  dare 
say  every  person  here  will  witness  to,  I  must  beg  you  to 
excuse  my  giving  you  the  trouble  of  one  petition,  which  is, 
that  if  it  be  possible  for  your  Excellency  or  General  Lee 
to  come  here,  that  it  might  be  done,  though  I  suppose  Ge- 
neral Lee  cannot  be  spared  from  where  he  is.  I  am  well 
persuaded  that  Canada  would  be  ours  from  the  moment  of 
your  Excellency's  arrival;  but  in  case  neither  of  you  can 
come  to  take  command,  I  beg  that,  if  any  other  officer 
is  sent  to  take  it,  1  may  have  leave  to  return,  as  I  am 
well  convinced  that  the  same  disorder  and  confusion  which 
has  almost  ruined  our  Army  here  would  again  take  place, 
and  complete  its  destruction,  which  I  should  not  wish  to  see. 
This  confusion  and  disorder  your  Excellency  discovered  in 
some  degree  on  your  arrival  at  Cambridge.  And  if  your 
Excellency  or  General  Lee  cannot  come  to  take  the  com- 
mand, we  that  are  on  the  spot  will  undertake  to  keep  pos- 
session of  the  ground  we  have,  and  keep  advancing  our 
posts  till  we  have,  by  the  assistance  of  Heaven,  completed 
the  wishes  of  Congress  and  fulfilled  the  desires  of  your  Ex- 
cellency. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  may  it  please  your  Excellency, 

your  most  obedient  servant,  ,         c, 

■'  John  bullivan. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

New- York,  June  17,  1776. 
Sir:  1  was  this  evening  honoured  with  yours  of  the  15th 
instant,  and  it  is  with  no  small  degree  of  pain  that  1  am 
under  the  necessity  of  informing  you  it  is  out  of  my  power 
at  this  time  to  comply  with  the  request  made  by  your  ho- 
nourable body.  The  many  important  works  carrying  on 
for  the  defence  of  this  place,  against  which  there  is  the 
highest  probability  of  an  attack  being  made  in  a  little  time, 
will  not  allow  me  to  spare  from  hence  any  person  having 
the  least  skill  in  the  business  of  an  Engineer ;  nor  have  1  but 
one  on  whose  judgment  I  would  wish  to  depend  in  laying 
out  any  work  of  the  least  consequence.  Congress  well 
know  my  wants  in  this  instance,  and  several  of  my  late  let- 
ter to  them  have  pressed  the  appointment  of  gentlemen 
qualified  for  the  business.  Added  to  this,  on  account  of  the 
deficiency,  I  have  not  been  able  to  improve  or  secure  two 
posts  in  the  Highlands,  esteemed  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  prevent  the  enemy  passing  up  the  North  River,  and  get- 
ting into  the  interior  parts  of  this  Colony,  should  our 
attempts  to  stop  them  here  prove  ineffectual.  But  I  beg 
you  to  be  assured,  sir,  and  to  inform  the  Committee,  as  soon 
as  it  is  in  my  power  1  shall,  with  infinite  pleasure,  direct  a 
person  to  attend  them  for  two  or  three  days,  if  the  service 
will  not  admit  of  a  longer  absence,  in  order  to  trace  out  such 
works  and  plans  for  carrying  them  on  as  shall  appear  ne- 
cessary; and  wishing  you  to  ascribe  my  non-compliance  to 
want  of  ability,  and  not  inclination,  to  perform  your  request; 

I  have  the  honour,  &c.,  ,^  ,.t 

'        '  George  Washington. 

To  George  Clymer,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Peniuylvania. 


JOSEPH    TRUMBULL    TO    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  June  IS,  1776.] 

New- York,  June  17,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  send  to  Phila- 
delphia to  purchase,  and  have  there  purchased,  twenty 
thousand  barrels  of  flour  for  the  supply  of  the  Array  in  and 
near  this  place  and  that  in  Canada,  which  it  seems  by 
General  Schuyler's  last  letters  cannot  be  subsisted  by  the 
quantity  to  be  had  in  that  country;  and  on  that  information 
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General  Washington  lias  ordered  nie  to  sliip  flour  from  hence 
to  Albany,  which  1  am  now  doing.  The  demand  here  being 
so  much  increased,  and  finding  I  could  get  that  article 
from  rhiladelphia  deViven^d  here  something  cheaper  than 
I  could  purchase  here  even  now,  thought  myself  justified 
in  taking  the  measure ;  and  as  it  cannot  be  effected  without 
cash,  and  the  chest  here  not  being  over-supplied,  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  draw  on  you,  of  this  date,  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Matthew  Irwin,  o\'  Philadelphia,  for  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars, payable  at  four  days'  sight,  which,  I  hope,  you  will 
honour  with  payment,  and  have  charged  to  nie  accord- 
ingly. 

I  have  likewise  desired  Mr.  Irwin  to  purchase  me  what 
pork  he  can  in  Philadelphia.  If  he  can  purchase  any,  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  draw  on  you  in  his  favour  for  a  further 
sum,  which  I  shall  do  unless  I  am  forbid  by  return  of  the 
post.  I  wish  your  direction  whether  I  may  or  may  not  draw 
on  you  from  time  to  time  for  such  sums  as  I  may  want  to 
use  in  Philadelphia  for  necessaries  for  the  Army. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant. 


Joseph  Trumbull. 


To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


To  His  Excellency  George  Washington-,  -Es^.,  Command- 
er-in-Chief of  the  Continental  Forces  : 

The  Memorial  o/ Garret  Roorback,  of  the  City  o/New- 
YoBK,  humbly  showeth : 

That  on  the  18th  day  of  January  last,  your  Memorialist 
was  appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  the  City  of 
Neu>-  York  to  the  office  of  Barrackmaster,  for  the  said  City 
and  County. 

That  he  has  acted  in  that  capacity  ever  since,  in  subor- 
dination to  the  Barrackmaster-General ;  and  flattered  himself 
tliat  he  had  fully  discharged  the  duty  of  his  office,  and 
given  general  satisfaction. 

That  your  Memorialist,  however,  has  been  so  unhappy 
as  to  find  that  complaints  respecting  his  conduct  have  been 
made  to  Colonel  Moylan,  the  present  Quartermaster-Gene- 
ral, who  has  forbid  him  to  act  any  longer  as  Barrackmaster 
as  aforesaid. 

That  your  Memorialist  has  not  been  informed  of  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  charge  against  him,  and  is  apprehensive  that 
some  evil-minded  person  or  persons,  who  are  not  friendly  to 
the  cause  of  American  freedom,  and  who  are  enemies  to 
your  Memorialist,  are  the  authors  of  this  charge,  with  a 
view  to  deprive  him  of  his  office. 

That  your  Memorialist,  being  conscious  that  he  has  exe- 
cuted the  duty  of  his  office  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability,  is 
desirous  that  he  may  be  made  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
the  accusation  against  him,  and  that  some  proof  may  be 
given  to  convict  him  of  the  same. 

Your  Memorialist  therefore  humbly  prays  that  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  pleased  to  order  that,  before  another  is 
appointed  in  his  stead  to  the  office  he  now  enjoys,  he  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  defending  himself  agamst  an  accusa- 
tion which  he  is  convinced  is  ill  founded  and  unjust. 

Garret  Roorback. 

New-York,  June  17,  1776. 


GENERAL    SCHUVLER   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  June  17,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  BenneM  arrived  at  eight  last  night,  and  de- 
livered me  your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  13th  ultimo. 

I  was  apprehensive  that  few  intrenching  tools  could  be 
spared  from  New-York,  and  therefore  I  employed  all  the 
blacksmiths  here  in  making  what  they  could,  and  have 
written  to  the  Committee  of  Tryon  County  (on  the  15th 
instant)  to  collect  all  they  could  as  soon  as  possible  at  the 
German  Flats ;  by  these  means  I  hope  to  procure  a  con- 
siderable number. 

Your  Excellency's  letter  to  General  Sullivan  I  have 
sent  under  cover  of  one  of  mine,  in  which  I  have  tran- 
scribed that  part  of  yours  to  me  which  relates  to  BedeVs 
and  Butterfeld's  conduct,  and  the  appointment  of  Courts- 
Martial,  and  have  observed  that  as  General  Montgomery 
imagined  that  he  could  not,  without  my  consent,  order  pun- 
ishment to  be  inflicted  when  offenders  were  capitally  con- 
victed, that  I  had,  agreeable  to  his  request,  authorized  him 


to  do  it,  conceiving  that  I  should  be  justified  in  delegating 
that  power,  as  the  delay  which  would  be  occasioned  by 
wailing  for  my  consent  might  prove  prejudicial  to  the  ser- 
vice, and  that  I  requested  he  would  also  proceed  to  order 
execution  in  such  cases,  unless  he  thought  proper  to  pardon. 
It  would  we  well,  however,  as  I  conceive,  to  obviate  any 
difficulties  that  might  arise,  that  he  should  have  your  Ex- 
cellency's orders  on  the  subject. 

I  am  happy  that  I  have  anticipated  your  Excellency's 
advice  to  convene  the  Indians,  of  which  I  informed  your 
Excellency  in  mine  of  tiie  llth  instant,  and  in  that  of 
the  15th,  which  you  will  receive  by  this  conveyance,  en- 
closing the  resolutions  of  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs, of  the  13th  instant.  Mr.  Domv  and  Mr.  Edwards 
have  requested  me  to  prepare  a  speech ;  part  of  which  I 
have  drafted,  and  as  soon  as  completed,  which  1  hope  will 
he  in  a  day  or  two,  I  shall  do  myself  the  honour  to  forward 
it  to  you.  I  am  quite  in  sentiment  with  your  Excellency 
that  it  will  be  proper  to  omit  saying  anything  about  the 
time  of  taking  post  at  Fort  Stanwix,  but  we  are  under  a 
necessity  of  informing  the  Indians  that  we  intend  doing  it. 
No  post  that  we  can  possess  between  the  German  Flats 
and  Fort  Stamvix  can  prevent  the  enemy  from  intercepting 
any  convoys  going  to  the  latter,  unless  they  are  sufficiently 
strong  to  make  effectual  resistance ;  but  to  guard  against 
this  evil,  1  propose  to  send  immediately  a  sufficient  supply 
of  provisions  for  some  months,  and  have  already  procured 
forty-seven  batteaus  for  that  purpose. 

The  German  Flats  is  so  respectable  a  settlement,  and  the 
country  about  the  Canajoharie  Falls  below  it  now  so  well 
inhabited,  that  I  do  not  apprehend  any  attempts  will  be 
made  to  intercept  our  provisions,  &tc.,  at  that  place.  It  will 
be  proper,  however,  to  have  a  small  picket  fort  on  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  German  Flats,  as  a  place  of  rendezvous  for 
the  Militia,  in  case  any  attempt  should  be  made  on  the  fort 
intended  to  be  built  near  to  where  Fort  Stanwix  formerly 
stood.  The  Oneidas,  who  live  only  twenty-four  miles  from 
that  place,  and  I  believe  are  very  sincerely  attached  to  us, 
will,  I  doubt  not,  give  us  die  most  early  intelligence  of  the 
motions  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter ;  and  a  body  of  Mili- 
tia may  be  sent  up  whenever  there  may  be  occasion. 

The  spot  where  Ticonderoga  now  stands  was,  I  conceive, 
very  judiciously  occupied  by  the  French,  because  it  com- 
manded both  the  passes  by  water  into  these  Colonies,  and 
afforded  an  easy  access  to  any  reinforcements  they  might 
choose  to  send  up,  as  well  as  a  safe  retreat  whenever  they 
might  be  under  the  necessity  of  making  one.  But  although 
it  equally  commands,  now  in  our  possession,  the  waters  which 
lead  to  this  part  of  the  country,  yet  it  is  so  situated  that,  if 
invested  by  an  army,  the  intercourse  with  the  fort  by  Lake 
George  is  immediately  cut  off.  Nor  can  any  attempt  be 
made  to  raise  a  siege  unless  such  a  number  of  boats  were 
always  kept  at  the  south  end  of  Lake  George  as  would  be 
sufficient  to  convey  a  superior  force  at  one  embarkation 
across  Lake  George,  and  even  then  many  difficult  passes 
must  be  carried  before  an  enemy  need  retire.  If  a  fortress 
was  erected  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  Chamj)lain,  nearly 
opposite  to  Ticonderoga,  it  would  equally  command  both 
communications,  with  this  advantage,  that  the  Militia  of  the 
Northern  Colonies  are  more  at  hand  for  immediate  succour, 
may  all  march  by  land  to  the  fort,  and  attempt  to  raise  a 
siege,  whilst  their  provisions  may  be  conveyed  by  fVood 
Creek,  the  waters  of  which  are  navigable  to  within  thirteen 
miles  of  Fort  Edward.  But,  as  I  have  already  observed 
in  mine  of  the  15th,  we  have  no  men,  and,  I  may  add,  no 
implements,  even  to  put  Ticonderoga  in  a  state  of  defence. 

Enclose  your  Excellency  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Wynkoop,  and  another  from  my  assistant  Secretary  at  Fort 
George ;  the  return  of  the  garrison  mentioned  in  the  latter 
did  not  come  to  hand.  I  suppose  it  was  forgotten  to  be 
enclosed. 

The  scandalous  desertion  which  prevails  in  our  Army 
causes  very  disagreeable  reflections,  especially  as,  through  the 
mistaken  lenity  of  the  officers,  that  inadequate  punishment 
which  our  military  code  permits  to  be  inflicted,  seldom  is. 

Congress  imagined  that  two  regiments  could  be  raised  for 
this  campaign's  service  out  of  the  corps  that  served  last 
winter  in  Canada.  I  very  early  gave  them  my  opinion  that 
it  was  impracticable.  I  wish  I  had  been  mistaken.  In  obe- 
dience to  their  commands,  1  suggested  a  plan  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  officers.    It  was  disapproved  of  in  Canada. 
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I  then  left  it  to  be  settled  by  General  Wooster  and  the  ofTi- 
cers  there.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Elmore  (who  had  been  a 
Major  last  year,  and  was  promoted  to  a  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nelcy in  a  regiment  commanded  by  General  Wooster,  and 
raised  for  the  winter  service,  of  the  raising  of  which  corps 
I  never  had  any  information  officially  given  me)  was  ap- 
pointed by  General  Wooster  Colonel  to  one  of  the  two 
intended  regiments;  Nicohon  was  the  other;  and  both  are 
come  away  from  Canada,  and,  if  common  fame  says  true, 
(for  I  have  no  other  information,)  not  an  officer  or  man  of 
either  is  left  in  Canada,  nor  do  I  know  that  they  have  any 
men,  excepting  about  nineteen  or  twenty,  lately  gone  to 
Tkonderoga,  of  a  Captain  Cochran's  Company,  which  is 
the  mighty  work  of  several  recruiting  officers  of  Elmore's 
Regiment,  who  have  had  large  sums  advanced  them,  so 
early  as  the  month  of  Fehrimry,  for  the  recruiting  service. 

Some  more  of  the  officei-s  have  applied  to  me  for  money 
to  recruit;  but  as  1  neither  knew  them,  nor  by  whose  leave 
they  came  from  Canada,  I  did  not  ciioose  to  risk  any  more. 
1  shall,  however,  write  to  Colonel  Elmore  and  Colonel  JVi- 
colson  to  repair  to  this  place,  and  take  their  orders,  not  that 
I  expect  any  considerable  good  will  result  from  it;  perhaps 
it  would  be  better  to  break  both  regiments,  and  reappoint 
such  of  the  officers  as  are  proper  to  be  employed,  and  cause 
them  to  inlist  men  during  the  war. 

1  am  happy  that  your  Excellency  had  not  ordered  pay  to 
any  officers  from  Canada.  The  Paymaster-General  here 
has  orders  to  settle  with  them  ;  and  notwithstanding  all  the 
care  that  both  he  and  1  have  been  able  to  take,  some  have 
drawn  double  pay,  and  others  are  gone  off  without  account- 
ing for  moneys  they  had  received  from  General  Montgomery. 
Other  officers,  Committees,  &c.,  one  in  particular,  a  Captain 
Stewart,  of  Easton's  Regiment,  who  1  cannot  get  into  my 
possession,  has  defrauded  the  publick,  as  I  am  informed,  of 
near  two  hundred  pounds,  although  he  swore  to  his  pay-roll. 

1  have  been  under  the  necessity,  to  prevent  clamour,  of 
granting  warrants  to  persons  who  had  never  been  returned 
to  me  as  officers  serving  in  Canada,  but  who  1  was  con- 
vinced had  served  as  such.  It  was  very  irregular  in  me,  but 
occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  never  deigning  to  send  me 
a  return  from,  or  letting  me  know  what  was  domg  in,  Cana- 
da. Much  money  to  the  publick,  and  much  trouble  would 
be  saved,  and  a  great  deal  of  fraud  would  be  prevented,  if 
Regimental  Paymasters  were  appointed,  especially  where 
troops  are  so  continually  on  the  move  as  they  are  to  the 
northward. 

I  had  got  thus  far,  when  I  was  honoured  with  your  Excel- 
lency's of  the  14th  instant.  It  is  certain  that  what  I  in- 
tended for  a  requisition  of  cannon  I  find,  on  reperusal,  was 
not  sufficiently  explicit.  I  hope,  however,  that  I  have  not 
often  given  cause  for  the  observation,  and  I  hope  some 
allowance  will  be  made  on  account  of  the  infinite  variety  of 
business  I  am  driven  to  attend  to. 

I  think  eight  pieces  of  cannon  and  carriages  will  do — four 
nine-pounders  and  as  many  of  six,  with  one  hundred  rounds 
to  each,  with  the  necessary  implements,  which  1  cannot 
more  particularly  specify,  as  I  have  not  one  artilleryman 
here.  A  dozen  Artillerymen  will  also  be  wanted.  These 
men  and  articles  your  Excellency  will  please  to  order  up. 

I  am  this  moment  informed  that  about  two  tons  of  pow- 
der is  at  Mr.  Livingston's  Mill,  which  I  will  instantly  send 
for.  I  believe  it  will  therefore  be  needless  to  send  any  for 
the  western  service,  but  a  considerable  quantity  is  wanted 
in  Canada  ;  but  as  I  have  no  return  from  dience,  1  cannot 
possibly  specify  the  quantity.  I  must  also  beg  your  Excel- 
lency to  order  up  two  tons  of  lead,  either  in  ball  or  staves,  as 
most  convenient. 

[  shall  immediately  write  to  the  different  Governments 
who  are  to  send  Militia,  agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  or- 
ders, and  send  the  route  1  would  wish  them  to  take. 

My  disorder  has  again  attacked  me  severely,  and  I  begin 
to  fear  that  it  will  again  confine  me  to  my  room.  1  have 
been  in  bed  most  part  of  the  afternoon,  which  has  occa- 
sioned my  detaining  Bennett. 

I  am,  with  the  most  sincere  regard,  dear  sir,  your  Excel- 
lency's obedient  humble  servant,        p^^^^j.  gcHtm^ER. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  Bennett  has  now  received  ten  dollars  on  account. 
Enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  just  received  from  Fort 
George,  with  a  return  of  provisions  forwarded  from  thence. 


CAPTAIN    WYNKOOP    TO    GENERAL    SCHtlTLER. 

Ticonderoga,  June  10,  I77C. 

Sir:  Your  favours  of  the  6th  and  8ih  instant  I  have  this 
moment  only  received.  The  letter  the  General  mentions, 
I  have  sent  with  Lieutenant  StockwcU,  o( Captam  O'Hara's 
Company,  to  Skenesboroiigh,  where  I  expected  he  would 
find  the  General ;  we  have  since  understood  by  some  of  the 
men  that  returned,  that  the  letters  were  sent  after  the  Ge- 
neral by  one  of  the  men  that  went  with  the  Lieutenant. 

Of  the  prisoners  that  came  here  from  fit.  Johns,  of  Colo- 
nel Bedel's  Regiment,  there  are  only  fifteen  men  left,  except 
a  few  in  the  hospital :  the  rest  have  all  deserted.  Nine- 
teen of  Colonel  Faterson's  Regiment  deserted  last  night. 
I  have  understood  this  morning  only  that  the  deserters  go 
across  about  three  miles  from  this  place,  and  go  by  the  way 
of  No.  4.  The  garrison  at  present  is  so  weakly  manned, 
that  I  could  spare  no  men  to  send  after  them.  1  have  just 
now  ordered  an  officer,  with  a  party  of  men,  to  fetch  the 
boat  away  from  the  fellow  who  sets  the  deserters  across. 

The  row-galley  arrived  here  yesterday,  the  Captain  of 
which  brought  me  a  letter  from  the  Commodore,  who  writes 
me  that  the  commanding  officer  at  St.  Johns  ordered  the 
row-galley  off  to  Ticonderoga,  contrary  to  the  General's 
orders,  and  has  ordered  the  Captain  to  take  in  salt,  belong- 
ing to  one  Mrs.  Tucker,  who  is  landed  at  Crown  Point,  as 
the  Captain  tells  me.  There  are  one  hundred  and  fifty 
bushels  of  salt,  which  I  have  ordered,  and  is  now  in  store, 
and  shall  wait  your  Honour's  order  what  must  be  done  with 
it.  The  Commodore's  letter  is  dated  the  7th  instant ;  he 
writes  me  that  our  Army  is  gone  down  to  Point  Descham- 
bault,  where  they  mean  to  make  a  stand. 

I  am,  your  Honour's  very  humble  servant, 

Cornelius  Wynkoop. 

To  Major-General  Philip  Schuyler,  Esq. 

JOHN  LANSING,  JUN.,   ASSISTANT    SECRETARY,  ETC.,  TO  CAP- 
TAIN VARICK. EXTRACT. 

Fort  George,  June  13,  1776. 

The  orders  to  Stevens's  and  Doumes's  Companies,  to  go 
off  for  Canada,  I  received  on  Tuesday  last.  On  Wednes- 
day, Colonel  Gansevoort  communicated  them  to  the  officers, 
with  directions  to  embark  immediately,  who  pretended  that 
they  wanted  a  day  to  prepare  themselves,  and  solicited  very 
ardently  to  have  their  departure  delayed  till  the  subsequent 
day ;  Colonel  Gansevoort  at  last  complied  with  their  request. 
Yesterday  morning  upon  calling  the  rolls,  upwards  of  twen- 
ty were  found  to  have  deserted,  the  rest  went  off  with  evi- 
dent reluctance.  Pray  communicate  this  to  the  General. 
A  true  copy.     Attest : 

Richard  Varick, 
Secretary  to  Major-Gen.  Schuyler. 

JOHN   LANSING,    JI7N.,   TO  GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Fort  George,  June  14,  177G. 

Sir:  By  the  enclosed  memorandum,  you  will  perceive 
that  seven  hundred  and  eighty  barrels  of  flour  and  eighty- 
four  of  pork  have  been  forwarded  since  your  departure ; 
seventy-seven  of  the  former  and  twelve  of  the  latter  remain 
still  at  this  post. 

Colonel  Gansevoort  has  sent  off  so  many  of  his  men  to 
Ticonderoga  with  provisions,  that  he  says  he  cannot  imme- 
diately cotiiply  with  your  order  with  respect  to  carrying  the 
batteaus  across  the  Lake.  He  proposes  to  forward  as  many 
to-morrow  morning  as  possible.  The  Colonel  has  ordered 
a  scouting  party,  consisting  of  four  officers  and  three  pn- 
vates. 

Should  the  enemy  pay  a  visit  at  this  post,  they  must 
inevitably  succeed  in  destroying  all  the  stores  and  batteaus 
which  remain  here,  as  the  garrison  is  in  no  condition  to  pre- 
vent it.     Enclose  a  return  of  the  garrison. 

By  Colonel  Gamcvoort's  desire,  I  have  sent  three  casks 
of  nails  to  Albany,  with  directions  to  the  wagoner  to  deliver 
them  to  Mr.  Livingston. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  humble  servant, 

John  Lansing,  Jun. 

To  the  Honourable  General  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  Forty  barrels  of  pork  are  arrived  since  writing  the 
above. 


943 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  kc,  JUNE,  1776. 


944 


GENERAL    SCHtJTLEB   TO   GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL. 

Alljany,  .lune  17,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  The  liberty  the  Commissioners  of /nrfi«n  Af- 
ikirs  have  taken  in  the  enclosed  resolutions  [o(June  1.3J  needs 
an  apology.  They  were  really  at  a  loss  how  to  accomplish 
the  intentions  of  Congress  without  your  aid,  but,  assured  of 
your  zeal  and  attention  to  the  common  cause,  they  hoped 
your  Honour  would  excuse  their  freedom.  1  shall  be  happy 
to  be  honoured  with  a  line,  conveying  to  me  your  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  the  enclosed,  and  whether  you  think  the 
company  can  be  speedily  raised. 

By  a  letter  from  General  Sullivan  of  the  6th  instant,  our 
affairs  in  Canada  have  begun  to  regain  a  more  favourable 
aspect.  May  gracious  Heaven  indulgently  smile  on  our 
future  operations,  and  baffle  the  most  nefarious  intentions  of 
our  inveterate  foes,  is  my  most  fervent  wish. 

General  Washington  has  ordered  me  to  send  your  Honour 
a  route  by  which  1  might  wish  the  two  battalions  of  Militia 
Irom  your  Colony  destined  for  Canada  should  march.  I 
have  ordered  all  the  battalions  out  of  Lake  George  to  Ti- 
coiuleroga,  from  whence  they  will  be  conveyed  to  Skenes- 
borough,  to  which  place  I  wish  the  battalions  to  march  by 
the  most  direct  road,  advising  me  by  express  some  days  be- 
ibre  they  begin  the  march,  that  I  may  take  measures  accord- 
ingly. If  they  have  any  baggage  it  must  be  sent  with  a 
small  guard  by  this  place  to  Fort  George,  in  such  time  as 
to  arrive  at  Ticonderoga  before  the  troops,  and  should  there- 
fore set  out  five  days  before  the  troops. 

Be  pleased  to  forward  the  enclosed  by  express  as  di- 
rected. 

I  am,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  your  Honour's  most  obe- 


dient, humble  servant, 


Philip  Schuyler. 


To  the  Honourable  Governour  Trumbull. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER   TO   GENERAL    SULLIVAN. 

Albany,  June  17,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  his  Excel- 
lency General  Washington,  which  arrived  last  night.  Yours 
to  him  of  the  5th  and  6th  had  not  yet  come  to  hand,  as  it 
left  this  on  the  12th  at  night. 

Major  Sherburne  having  informed  me  that  it  was  your 
request  that  the  prisoners  should  be  sent  back,  I  immediately 
gave  the  orders  ;  but  as  I  yesterday  received  letters  from  the 
commanding  officers  at  Ticonderoga  and  Fort  George  that 
numbers  of  them  had  deserted,  I  suspect  that  very  few  will 
join  you.  Fifteen,  fit  for  duty,  of  Bedel's,  were  only  left  at 
the  former  place  on  the  10th  instant,  and  twenty  of  Bur- 
reVs  went  off  ift  a  body  from  Fort  George  a  few  days  ago, 
and  are  not  yet  apprehended. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  his  Excellency's  letter  to 
me  of  the  13th  instant : 

"  If  the  account  of  Colonel  BedeVs  and  Major  Butter- 
field's  conduct  be  true,  they  have  certainly  acted  a  part  de- 
serving the  most  exemplary  notice.  I  hope  you  will  take 
proper  measures,  and  have  good  courts  appointed,  to  bring 
them,  and  every  other  officer  that  has  been  or  shall  be  guilty 
of  malconduct,  to  tri^l,  that  they  may  be  punished  according 
to  their  offences.  Our  mbfortunes  at  the  Cedars  were 
occasioned,  it  is  said,  entirely  by  their  base  and  cowardly 
behaviour,  and  cannot  be  ascribed  to  any  other  cause." 

General  Montgomery,  on  a  similar  occasion,  conceived 
that  he  was  not  authorized  to  order  the  sentence  of  a  Gene- 
ral Court-Martial  to  be  put  into  execution,  where  any  one 
was  capitally  convicted.  The  Department  being  under  my 
command,  I  accordingly  sent  him  an  order  to  do  it  when- 
ever he  should  think  it  necessary.  General  Wooster  had 
the  like  order.  I  conceived  that  I  should  be  justified  in  de- 
legating that  power,  especially  as  delay  in  executions,  when 
immediate  examples  may  be  necessary,  may  have  dangerous 
consequences. 

I  do  therefore  request,  that  if  any  officer  or  soldier  in  Ca- 
nada should  be  capitally  convicted,  that  you  will  issue 
warrents  to  the  proper  officer  for  carrying  the  sentence  into 
execution,  unless  you  should  judge  it  proper  te  extend  mercy. 
But  if  any  doubts  arise  in  your  mind  on  the  propriety  of 
doing  this,  you  will  please  to  transmit  me  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Court-Martial,  that,  being  enabled  to  judge,  I 
may  give  the  necessary  orders. 

Intelligence  from  various  quarters  seem  to  confirm  the  re- 


jiort  that  the  French  King  has  protested  against  the  sending 

foreign  troops  to  America.     We  ought  not,  however,  to 

make  any  dependence  on  it,  lest  it  should  be  thrown  out  to 

make  us  remiss  in  our  defensive  preparations.    I  am  anxious 

to  learn  the  events  of  the  expedition  under  the  command  of 

General  Thompson.    1  hope  it  will  be  a  happy  one.    Adieu, 

my  dear  General. 

I  am,  very  truly  and  with  much  esteem,  your  obedient, 

humble  servant,  „  ^^ 

'  Philip  Schuyler, 

To  General  Sullivan. 


meeting  or   inhabitants  of  hartford. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  New-Hartford,  legally 
convened  on  the  1 8th  day  oi  June,  1776: 

Whereas  of  late  there  has  been  an  extravagant  advance 
on  West-India  goods.  Rum  in  particular:  It  is  resolved  by 
said  inhabitants,  That  they  will  not  purchase  any  West-India 
Rum  at  a  higher  price  than  four  shillings  and  six  pence  per 
gallon  by  the  hogshead,  and  four  shillings  and  nine  pence 
per  gallon  by  the  barrel,  and  six  shillings  per  single  gallon  ; 
and  they  will  not  purchase  any  ^ew-England  Rum  at  a 
higher  price  than  three  shillings  and  three  pence  per  gallon 
by  the  hogshead,  or  three  shillings  per  gallon  by  the  barrel, 
and  four  shillings  and  three  pence  per  gallon.  And  also,  re- 
solved by  said  inhabitants,  that  the  choice  of  the  Delegates 
for  the  Continental  Congress  is  vested  in  the  freemen. 
Test :  Joseph  Merrell, 

Second  Clerk  of  said  meeting. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 


[Read  June  27,  1776.] 

Hartford,  June  1 7, 


1776. 


Honourable  Sir:  We  cannot  but  express  our  uneasi- 
ness, disappointment,  and  surprise,  at  the  late  resolution  of 
Congress  for  the  removal  of  the  cannon  from  New-London. 
When  we  had — relying  upon  the  faith  of  that  respectable 
body,  in  consequence  of  their  fonner  resolution,  made  upon 
mature  deliberation,  as  we  imagined,  and  upon  a  full  hear- 
ing and  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  and  importance  of 
that  port,  not  only  to  this  Colony  in  particular,  but  to  the 
Continent  in  general — proceeded  to  lay  out  a  large  and  ex- 
pensive plan  of  fortifications,  got  the  works  in  considerable 
forwardness,  provided  carriages,  mounted  cannon,  and  all 
going  on  with  the  utmost  despatch,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
an  effectual  defence ;  now  to  be  thus  at  once  so  suddenly, 
unexpectedly,  and  without  a  hearing,  stripped  naked  and 
left  defenceless,  without  a  possibility  of  present  relief,  as 
must  inevitably  be  the  case  if  that  number  of  cannon  be 
taken  from  us,  we  think  extremely  hard  and  unaccountable, 
and  flatter  ourselves  that,  upon  a  reconsideration  of  the 
matter,  the  second  resolve  will  be  altered  and  made  more 
consonant  to  the  first,  especially  when  we  consider  no  Co- 
lony has  exerted  itself  more  in  the  common  cause,  and  none 
received  less  assistance  from  the  Continent.  We  have  never 
had  any  Continental  troops  employed  for  our  internal  de- 
fence, neither  has  the  Continent  heretofore  afforded  us  any 
assistance  towards  fortifying  our  sea-ports,  which  has  not 
been  the  case  with  respect  to  most,  if  not  all  the  other  Co- 
lonies. 

We  do  place  the  greatest  confidence  in,  have  the  highest 
esteem  for,  and  pay  the  utmost  deference  to,  all  the  resolves 
of  your  respectable  body.  But  suffer  us,  as  it  becomes 
freemen  ever  jealous  of  their  rights  and  zealous  for  their  de- 
fence, to  query,  why  we  are  to  have  our  principal  port  thus 
stripped  and  left  defenceless? — a  port  which  is  confessedly 
the  key  of  this  Colony,  and  of  the  Sound,  and  the  best 
asylum  for  the  Navy,  and  which,  if  taken  possession  of  by  our 
enemies,  will  inevitably  stop  all  communication  by  water 
with  New-York  and  elsewhere. 

Again,  we  beg  leave  to  query,  why  such  great  requisi- 
tions are  made  upon  us  from  every  quarter  for  men  so  far 
beyond  our  quotas  and  abilities?  and  what  a  situation  shall 
we  be  in,  thus  exhausted  of  our  arms,  cannon,  and  men,  in 
case  our  enemies  should  make  inroads  upon  our  coasts?  and 
how  is  it  possible  for  us,  thus  exhausted,  to  afford  those  sup- 
plies of  provisions  necessary  for  the  support  of  our  armies, 
whose  dependance,  therefore,  especially  of  the  meat  kind, 
has  been  almost  wholly  on  this  Colony  ?  However,  notwith- 
standing all  these  embarrassments  under  which  we  labour. 
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and  tlie  danger  wc  are  exposed  to,  we  are  willing  to  exert 
every  nerve  to  tiie  utmost  of  our  power.  We  are  raising 
troops  with  all  possible  expedition,  agreeable  to  the  requisi- 
tions made  ;  and  upon  the  importunity  and  assiduity  of  those 
good  gentlemen  sent  from  Philadelphia  for  that  purpose, 
liave  ordered  six  of  the  heaviest  cannon  to  be  delivered 
them,  which  we  wish  safe  to  hand.  The  remainder  of  them 
we  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  retain  until  the  further 
order  of  Congress  can  he  obtained  thereon  ;  and  doubt  not 
but,  upon  a  review  of  the  necessity,  importance,  and  justice 
of  the  measure,  it  will  meet  with  your  approbation,  and  the 
first  order  of  Congress,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  remaining 
cannon,  will  be  confirmed,  and  they  suffered  to  remain. 

I  am,  with  great  trudi  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
hutnble  servant,  Jonathan  Trumbull. 

To  the  Honourable  President  Hancock. 

P.  S.  Beg  leave  to  add,  that  this  unexpectedly  large 
requisition,  at  this  difficult  and  busy  season  of  the  year,  in 
addition  to  the  late  one  for  Boston,  (in  which  we  were 
obliged  to  give  an  additional  premium  of  forty  shillings  per 
man,)  has  put  us  to  the  necessity  of  giving  large  encourage- 
ments, by  way  of  bounty,  over  and  above  the  Continental 
pay,  six  pounds,  lawful  money,  per  man,  for  the  Northern 
Department,  and  three  pounds,  lawful  money,  per  man,  for 
those  destined  for  New-York,  otherwise  our  Militia  will  not 
be  induced  to  engage  for  the  term  requested,  which  is  much 
beyond  any  idea  we  had  conceived  of  the  Militia  being 
drawn  out  for,  which  our  laws  relating  to  alarms  will  not 
warrant ;  we  are  obliged  to  raise  them  as  inlisted  soldiers  for 
the  ensuing  campaign,  and  until  winter  obliges  them  to  re- 
tire, when  they  can  earn  little  or  nothing  at  home.  Trust, 
therefore,  it  will  be  thought  reasonable  and  just  that  this  Co- 
lony be  considered  and  compensated  for  this  extraordinary 
and  necessary  expense,  incurred  as  aforesaid. 

Yours,  ut  antea.  J.  Trumbull. 


MARY  WOOSTER  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

New-Haven,  June  17,  1770. 

May  it  please  your  Honour:  Some  time  since  I  wrote 
to  your  Honour,  soliciting  the  favour  of  having  the  Naval 
office  for  the  port  of  New-Haven  continued  in  General  Woos  ■ 
ter's  hands. 

I  would  now  inform  your  Honour  that  a  letter  from  the 
General  gives  us  to  understand  that  he  is  at  present  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  will  be  in  this  Colony  in  a  few  days.  I  would 
therefore  ask  your  Honour  to  suspend  bestowing  the  above 
favour  to  any  other  person  until  the  General  shall  be  able 
to  wait  on  your  Honour  in  person,  and  give  such  sureties  as 
the  law  requires  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust,  if  he 
should  be  honoured  with  it. 

1  am,  respectfully,  your  Honour's  obedient  servant, 

Mary  Wooster. 
To  His  Honour  Govemour  Trumbull. 


COMMODORE    HOPKINS    TO    CAPTAIN    BIDDLE. 

Providence,  June  17,  1776. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Warner  comes  down  and  Mr.  Brown.  I  think 
it  will  be  best  for  you  to  order  Mr.  Dame  to  act  as  Lieute- 
nant in  the  room  of  Mr.  Josiuh,  and  for  Mr.  Brown  to  act 
as  Master ;  but  I  think  it  will  be  prudent  not  to  give  a  com- 
mission or  warrant  till  we  hear  further  from  Mr.  Josiah,  for 
if  he  returns  he  must  have  his  old  berth. 

I  am  your  friend,  E.  Hopkins. 

To  Nicholas  Biddle,  Esquire,  Commander  of  the  Andrew 

Doria. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  AN  OFFICER  IN  THE  COLONY 
TRAIN  AT  NANTASKET,  UNDER  THE  COMMAND  OF  COL. 
CRAFTS,    TO    HIS     FRIEND    IN    BOSTON,    DATED    JUNE    17, 

1776. 

My  DEAR  Friend  :  I  promised  to  give  you  a  short  ac- 
count of  our  transactions.  We  embarked  with  a  part  of 
Colonel  Marshall's  and  Whitney's  Regiment  late  on  Thurs- 
day evening  for  the  lower  harbour,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Tlevcre ;  the  whole  expedition  directed  by  General 
Lincoln, — Captain  Swan  for  Pettick's  Island,  Ma.pr  Revere 
and  Captain  Melville  for  Naniasket,  Captain  Balch  for 


Hoff's  Neck,  Captain  Edes  for  Moonhead,  and  Captain 
Burheck,  of  the  Continental  train,  with  five  hundred  men 
for  Long-Island  Head.  The  night  proved  very  unfavour- 
able, by  being  a  flat  calm.  The  Continental  troops,  from 
their  nearness,  and  the  advantage  of  the  tide,  reached  their 
destination  in  season.  From  our  distance,  and  the  tide  be- 
ing against  us  half  the  way,  we  did  not  arrive  here  till  after 
sunrise.  We  expected  to  have  found  a  breastwork  erected; 
hut,  to  our  surprise,  not  a  sod  had  been  raised,  and  not  one 
hundred  men  to  support  us.  Tide  of  flood  had  been  made, 
and  we  could  not  get  the  vessel  near  enough  to  land  the 
cannon.  The  Major  reconnoitred,  and  found  the  enemy's 
vessels  all  busy.  We  having  no  boats  proper  to  unload,  were 
obliged  to  attempt  it  in  a  flat-bottomed  one.  We  got  a 
field-piece  on  shore,  but  in  getting  one  of  the  heavy  cannon 
into  the  boat,  (which  was  entirely  insufficient  for  so  great  a 
weight,)  filled,  and  did  not  recover  it  till  low  water.  The 
other  piece,  with  great  difficulty,  we  got  on  shore  and 
mounted,  which  had  like  to  have  been  too  late.  The  Con- 
tinental train  began  firing,  and  the  ships  immediately  got  un- 
der way,  and  anchored  opposite  the  Light-House.  Captain 
Swan  arrived  at  Pettick's  Island  about  two  in  the  morning, 
expecting,  as  we  did,  to  find  a  work  ready  for  his  cannon. 
He  went  on  shore;  but,  to  his  great  mortification,  found  not 
a  soul  there,  nor  any  work  thrown  up ;  and  having  no  small 
arms  on  board  but  such  as  his  officers  had,  he  waited  till 
day-light,  and  then  sailed  for  the  Braintree  shore  to  cover 
the  ordnance  he  had  on  board.  By  order  of  the  General 
he  came  down  to  us,  and  much  assisted  in  getting  up  ogr 
cannon  on  Qiiaker-Hill,  and  giving  them  a  grand  salute. 
The  Commodore  lay  foremost,  and  after  firing  the  second 
shot,  he  blew  up  the  Light-House,  and  at  our  fourth  round 
the  whole  fleet  got  under  way  a  second  time.  Some  of  our 
shot,  we  have  no  doubt,  struck  him,  as  all  the  boats  in  the 
fleet  were  sent  to  tow  him  off.  He  fired  but  one  shot,  but 
we  pelted  him  till  out  of  reach  of  our  cannon.  Thus  we 
have  got  rid  of  a  nest  of  scoundrels  the  very  day  two  years 
they  blocked  the  harbour  up. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  we  saw  a  ship  and  a  brigantine 
standing  in  for  the  Light-House  channel,  chased  and  fired 
upon  by  four  privateers,  who  frequently  exchanged  broad- 
sides. We,  supposing  them  to  be  part  of  the  Scotch  fleet, 
got  every  man  to  his  quarters,  and  carried  one  eighteen-poun- 
der  to  Point  Alderton,  on  purpose  to  hinder  their  retreat, 
should  they  get  into  the  road,  opposite  where  we  had  three 
eighteen-pounders.  About  five  o'clock  the  privateers  left 
them  and  stood  for  the  southward,  when  the  ship  and  brig 
crowded  all  their  sail  for  the  channel.  Our  orders  were,  not 
to  fire  till  the  last  got  abreast  of  us.  In  tacking,  she  got 
aground  just  under  our  cannon,  when  we  hailed  her  to  strike 
to  this  Colony ;  they  refused,  and  we  fired  one  eighteen- 
pounder,  loaded  with  round  and  canister  shot,  when  she 
struck,  and  cried  out  for  quarters.  We  ordered  the  boat  and 
Captain  on  shore,  and  then  fired  at  the  ship ;  but  being 
quite  dark,  we  supposed  she  had  struck.  By  this  time  the 
privateers  came  up.  A  Captain  of  the  Highlanders,  in  the 
brigantine's  boat,  came  on  shore.  Some  time  after,  the  ship 
got  under  way  and  stood  for  the  Narrows,  when  a  fine  pri- 
vateer brigantine,  commanded  by  Captain  Harding,  of 
New-Haven,  (who,  we  hear,  came  in  this  bay  on  purpose  to 
meet  our  old  friend  Darson,)  and  five  schooners,  gave  chase. 
The  brig  came  alongside,  when  a  hot  engagement  ensued, 
which  lasted  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  the  ship  struck. 
The  brigantine  floating,  took  advantage  of  the  confusion, 
and  attempted  to  follow,  both  supposing  the  enemy  in  pos- 
session of  Boston.  We  found  them  from  Scotland,  with 
Highlanders,  to  join  General  Howe.  The  ship  had  on  board 
one  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  brigantine  seventy-four ;  the 
former  lost,  in  the  engagement.  Major  Menzies,  eight  privates, 
and  thirteen  wounded ;  the  latter,  one  killed  by  the  privateei-s 
in  the  day.  The  privateer  brigantine  had  three  wounded, 
one  supposed  mortally. 


MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  17,  1776. 

Whereas  many  inconveniences  and  dangerous  consequen- 
ces may,  and  in  all  probability  will,  accrue  to  this  Colony 
in  the  course  of  its  defence  against  its  unnatural  enemies, 
if  a  speedy  and  effectual  prohibition  does  not  take  place,  of 
the  exportation  of  Provisions  from  each  and  every  Port, 
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Harbour,  ami  place,  within  the  same,  to  any  other  Harbour 
or  i)lace  without  the  limits  of  said  Colony  :  Wherefore  it  is 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  25th  day  of  this  in- 
stant, June,  no  person  or  persons  whatever  presume  to  lade 
on  board  any  Ship  or  Vessel  within  this  Colony  any  kinds 
or  articles  of  Provision,  except  Jamaica  and  pickled  Fisli, 
with  intent  to  convey  the  same  out  of  tiiis  Colony  by  water, 
until  tlic  lOth  day  o[ November  next,  unless  the  same  be 
laden  on  board  such  Ship  or  Vessel  with  intent  to  supply 
the  Fleets  and  Armies  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  the  inha- 
bitants of  some  part  or  parts  of  this  Colony. 

Froviilcd,  always.  That  any  person  or  pereons  who  have, 
agreeably  to,  and  in  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  the  Ame- 
rican Conirress  for  encouraging  tiie  importation  of  warlike 
Stores  into  the  United  Colonies,  imported  any  such  Stores,  and 
have  not  already  exported  Provisions  or  other  Merchandise 
to  the  amount  thereof,  or  may  hereafter  import  such  Stores, 
such  person  or  persons  may  lade  on  board  any  Siiip  or  Ves- 
sel, and  convey  and  send  out  of  this  Colony  to  any  other 
place,  except  the  Dominions  of  Great  Britain,  any  kinds 
of  Provisions  to  the  amount  or  value  of  such  warlike  Stores 
imported  as  aforesaid. 

Provided,  also.  That  nothing  in  this  Resolve  shall  be 
construed  to  extend  to  the  preventing  so  much  Provisions 
as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  &c.,  may 
be  sufficient  for  the  persons  on  board  for  the  intended  voy- 
age, being  put  on  board  any  Ship  or  other  Vessel  (not  pro- 
hibited by  any  resolve  of  Congress,  or  law  or  resolve  of  this 
Colony,)  arriving  at,  trading  with,  or  sailing  from  any  Port, 
Harbour,  or  other  place  in  this  Colony,  such  voyage  not 
being  prohibited  by  any  resolve  of  Congress,  or  law  or 
resolve  of  this  Colony. 

And  the  Committee  of  Safety,  &,c.,  in  the  several  towns 
and  other  places  within  this  Colony,  are  hereby  ordered  and 
directed  to  see  that  this  Resolve  be  effectually  carried  into 
execution. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

Timothy  Danielson,  Speaker,  P.  T. 

In  Council,  June  19,  1776.     Read,  and  concurred. 
John  Lowell,  Deputy  Secretary,  P.  T. 

Consented  to  by  the  major  part  of  the  Council. 
Attest :        John  Lowell,  Deputy  Secretary,  P.  T. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE    ASSEMBLY    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  July  1,  1776.] 

New-Hampshire,  Exeter,  June  17,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  Honour's  letter  of  the  30th  April  past,  was 
duly  received,  in  which  you  request  from  this  Colony  some 
supply  of  hard  money  towards  the  support  of  the  expedi- 
jion  into  Canada.  A  Committee  was  immediately  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  who  have  collected  several  hundred  pounds, 
which,  with  what  we  had  in  the  Treasury,  may  amount  to 
upwards  of  one  thousand  pounds,  and  shall  be  sent  off 
without  delay  to  General  Schuyler.  Agreeable  to  your  di- 
rections, we  shall  draw  for  the  same  amount.  Mr.  John 
Langdon,  we  understand,  has  collected  about  nine  hundred 
pounds  more,  all  which  may  go  together  under  proper 
guard.  We  shall  be  mindful  to  collect  what  further  sums 
we  possibly  can,  being  very  sensible  of  the  importance  of  sup- 
porting our  strength  and  credit  in  Canada,  that  our  troops 
may  not  be  compelled  to  evacuate  the  country. 

We  are  also  favoured  with  your  Honour's  spirited  and 
animating  letter  of  the  4th  of  June  current,  per  express,  en- 
closing the  resolves  of  Congress  for  raising  and  employing 
certain  quotas  of  the  Militia  through  the  several  Colonies, 
the  contents  of  which  letter  will,  we  trust,  make  due  im- 
pression upon  us.  That  our  affairs  are  hastening  fast  to  a 
crisis,  and  the  approaching  campaign  may,  in  all  probability, 
determine  the  fate  o(  America,  we  are  truly  apprehensive 
of,  and  will  cheerfully  strain  every  sinew  to  maintain  and 
prosecute  so  just  a  war  on  our  side  till  gloriously  ended,  or 
perish  in  the  ruins  of  it. 

Our  Assembly  very  readily  voted  the  quota  of  men  as- 
signed for  this  Colony;  but  knowing  well  the  difficulty  of 
raising  such  a  body  of  troops  when  we  have  so  large  a 
proportion  already  in  the  service,  and  so  many  employed 
in  husbandry  and  other  occupations  absolutely  necessary, 
thought  it  most  prudent  to  give  a  generous  bounty  to  induce 
men  to  inlist,  and  accordingly  resolved  upon  giving  the 


bounty  of  twenty  dollars,  which  it  is  expected,  will  speedily 
effect  the  business,  and  we  shall  lose  no  time  to  equip  and 
gel  them  away  as  fast  as  they  possibly  can  be  raised.  We 
are  much  concerned  to  hear  the  bad  accounts  from  Canada, 
and  to  know  the  melancholy  aspect  of  our  affairs  there ;  but 
we  hope,  by  vigorous  exertions, and  the  fa vourof  Providence, 
tile  ensuing  campaign,  to  retrieve  our  credit,  recover  lost 
ground,  and  obtain  the  wishcdfor  success. 

In  behalf  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  I  am,  with  great 
esteem  and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
v^^h  Meshech  We  ARE,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


GENERAL    LEWIS    TO    PRESIDENT    OE    CONGRESS. 

Williamsburgh,  June  18,  1776. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  several  letters  by  express  from 
Major-General  Lee.  In  consequence  of  which  I  have  or- 
dered two  battalions  to  be  got  in  readiness  to  march  to 
Cross  Creek,  in  North- Carolina,  which,  together  with  the 
Eighth  Battalion,  now  with  the  General,  very  much  weakens 
us,  especially  as  the  remaining  battalions  are  stationed  to 
afford  a  general  protection,  not  knowing  by  which  of  the 
many  avenues  open  to  our  enemy  we  may  be  attacked.  I 
wish,  with  General  Lee,  that  two  battalions  may  be  sent  to 
replace  those  sent  southward.  Clinton,  after  drawing  the 
troops  from  this  quarter,  may  change  his  station,  and  in  a 
few  days  appear  in  one  of  our  rivers ;  indeed,  if  he  aimed 
a  blow  at  Pirginia,  the  step  he  has  taken  is  the  most  likely 
by  which  he  could  promise  himself  success. 

I  am,  honourable  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  hum- 
ble servant,  .  x  r>  •     j-     /-.  » 
'             Andrew  Lewis,  Bngadier-ixeneral. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    CUMBERLAND    DUGAN. 

[No.  26.]  Annapolis,  June  18,  1776. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  to  George  Handy, 
or  his  order,  as  many  barrels  of  flour  as  may  be  necessary 
for  loading  the  schooner  Three- Sisters,  a  vessel  we  have 
chartered  to  perform  a  voyage  to  the  foreign  West-Indies. 
Should  there  not  be  enough  in  your  hands,  be  pleased  to 
apply  to  Messrs.  Z/itr  &f  Bowley,  who  have  one  hundred 
barrels  of  flour  of  ours  in  their  custody.  We  wish  the  ves- 
sel to  be  despatched  ;  and  are  youi-s,  &.c. 

To  Mr.  Cumberland  Dugan. 


PRESIDENT  or  CONGRESS  TO  NEW-HAMPSHIRE  CONVENTION. 

PhilaJelphia,  June  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Since  my  last  I  have  nothing  further  in 
charge  from  Congress,  except  the  enclosed  resolve  to  prphi- 
bit  the  exportation  of  salted  beef  and  pork,  which  I  am  to 
request  you  will  have  published  in  your  newspapers  as  soon 
as  possible. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 

'  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Convention  o(  New-Hampshire. 

(Same  lo  Governour  Trumbull,  Connecticnt,  and  Governour  Cooke, 
Hhude-Island.) 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  June  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  will  see  from  the  enclosed  resolves,  which  1 
do  myself  the  pleasure  of  forwarding  in  obedience  to  the 
commands  of  Congress,  that  they  have  bent  their  whole  at- 
tention to  our  affaii-s  in  Canada,  and  have  adopted  such 
measures  as  in  their  opinion  are  calculated  to  place  them  on 
a  better  and  more  reputable  footing  for  the  future. 

The  most  unfortunate  death  ol'  General  Thomas  having 
made  a  vacancy  in  that  department,  and  the  service  re- 
quiring an  officer  of  experience  and  distinction,  the  Congress 
have  thought  proper  to  appoint  General  Gates  to  succeed 
him.  And  I  am  to  request  you  will  send  him  into  that 
Province,  to  take  the  command  of  the  forces  there,  as  soon 
as  possible ;  and  that  you  direct  him  to  view  Point-au-Fer, 
and  to  order  a  fortress  to  be  erected  there,  if  he  shall  think 
proper. 

My  opinion  on  the  resolve  of  the  25th  May  was  well 


949 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  fee,  JUNE,  1776. 


950 


founded ;  Congress  having  since  determined,  as  you  will 
find  by  a  resolve  herewith  transmitted,  that  you  are  to  em- 
ploy the  Indians  wherever  you  think  their  services  will  con- 
tribute most  to  the  publick  good. 

I  shall  write  to  the  Colonies  of  New- York,  New-Jersey, 
and  Connecticut,  to  request  them  to  authorize  you  to  call  on 
their  Militia,  if  necessary.  My  time  will  not  permit  me  to 
do  it  now,  as  the  post  will  set  out  directly,  and  the  enclosed 
resolves  were  not  passed  till  late  yesterday  evening. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant,  John  Hancock,  Prmrfen^   ■ 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  A  Mustermaster-General,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Moy- 
lan,  will  be  appointed  this  day  or  to-morrow,  and  a  Deputy 
will  afterwards  be  sent  into  Canada. 

I  beg  you  will  think  of  the  Eastern  Department,  with 
respect  to  General  Officers,  when  your  very  important  con- 
cerns will  admit. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  JAMES  MEASE. 

Philadelphia,  June  18,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  it  in  charge  from  Congress,  to  direct  that 
you  immediately  purchase  and  forward  to  Stephen  Moylan, 
Esq.,  Quartermaster-General,  in  Neiu-York,  as  much  cloth, 
suitable  for  tents,  as  you  can  procure.  The  service  requires 
your  immediate  attention  ;  you  will  therefore  please  to  lose 
no  time  in  executing  this  order. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  James  Mease,  Esq.,  Commissary. 


of  New-York,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  be  prepared  to  de- 
fend ourselves  against  any  number  of  troops  that  may  be 
ordered  against  that  place.  This,  it  is  apparent,  can  never 
be  effectually  done  but  by  adopting  the  enclosed  resolve, 
wherein  it  is  recommended  by  Congress  to  your  Colony  to 
empower  the  General  at  New-York  to  call  such  part  ol"  the 
Militia  to  his  assistance  as  may  be  necessary  to  repel  our 
enemies. 

Tlie  great  advantages  the  American  cause  will  receive 
from  the  civil  power  thus  lending  its  aid  to  the  military,  and 
acting  in  conjunction  with  it,  are  too  manifest  to  be  men- 
tioned. The  whole  strength  of  a  Colony  may,  by  this 
means,  be  drawn  to  a  point  the  instant  the  situation  of  af- 
fairs shall  render  it  necessary. 

The  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  while  the  British 
troops  lay  in  Boston,  passed  a  resolve,  at  the  request  of 
Congress,  similar  to  that  which  they  now  recommend  to 
you. 

The  Colony  of  New-Jersey  will,  I  am  persuaded,  imitate 
their  example  on  the  present  occasion,  and  convince  her 
sister  Colonies  that  in  virtue  and  love  of  her  country,  she  is 
determined  to  be  exceeded  by  none. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant,        •,         tt  d      •  i    . 

•'  JOHN  Hancock,  Jr resident. 

To  Honourable  Convention  of  New- Jersey. 

(Same  to  the  honourable  Convention  of  JVew-Tork,  and  honourable 
Assembly  of  Connecticut.) 


PRESIDENT  or  CONGRESS  TO  GUNNING  BEDFORD. 

Philadelphia,  June  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  it  in  charge  to  inform  you  that  the  Congress 
have  this  day  appointed  you  Mustermaster-General  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  direct  that  you  imme- 
diately repair  to  Head-Quarters  at  New-  York,  which  you 
w'dl  please  to  notice.    Your  commission  is  ready  for  you. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Gunning  Bedford,  Esq.,  Mustermaster-General. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    PENNSYLVANIA    COUNCIL    OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  June  18,  1776. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  your  application  to  Congress  re- 
specting the  further  exchange  of  prisoners  from  the  ships  of 
war,  1  am  authorized  to  inform  you  that  the  Congress  are  in 
sentiment  with  you  that  it  will  be  prejudicial  to  the  general 
service,  and  that  they  therefore  judge  it  improper  that  any 
furtiier  exchange  should  take  place ;  which  you  will  please 
to  notice  accordingly. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  John  Nixon,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
Pennsylvania. — To  be  communicated. 


f.  PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    COLONEL    HASLETT. 

Philadelphia,  June  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  two  companies  which  were  stationed  at  Cape 
May  being  ordered  to  join  their  regiment  and  proceed  to 
Canada,  and  the  service  requiring  a  constant  force  there,  1 
have  it  in  charge  from  the  Congress  to  direct  that  you  im- 
mediately order  two  companies  of  the  battalion  of  Conti- 
nental troops  under  your  command  to  proceed  to  Cape  May, 
there  to  protect  the  inhabitants  and  the  navigation,  and  to 
do  duty  until  further  order  of  Congress. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Colonel  Haslett,  or  Officer  commanding  the  Battalion  of 
Continental  tioops  in  Delaware  Government. 


PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS  TO  CONVENTION  OF   NEW-JERSEY. 

Philadelphia,  June  18,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  As  it  is  impossible  fully  to  ascertain  the 
Strength  of  our  enemies,  or  the  force  destined  for  the  attack 


To  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress  : 

Tlie  Petition  of  Charles  Walker,  of  the  Island  q/" Pro- 
vidence, humbly  showeth  : 

That  when  Admiral  Hopkins  arrived  at  Providence  with 
the  Continental  Fleet  under  his  command,  not  having  suffi- 
cient room  in  his  own  ships  for  the  ordnance  stores  which 
he  found  at  that  place,  your  Petitioner  furnished  him  with  a 
convenient  vessel,  for  which  the  Admiral  gave  your  Peti- 
tioner a  certificate,  entitling  him  to  receive  of  the  Congress" 
a  full  and  ample  payment  of  all  his  accounts  against  the 
vessel.  That  your  Petitioner  had  his  accounts  properly' 
made  out  and  authenticated  under  the  seal  of  the  Island, 
but  in  his  voyage  to  this  place  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
taken  by  an  English  ship  of  war,  and  carried  into  Norfolk 
to  Lord  Dunmore,  where,  fearing  ill  treatment  from  the  ene- 
mies of  America  if  his  papers  should  fall  into  their  hands, 
they  being  directed  to  the  Congress,  he  thought  it  advisable 
to  throw  them  into  the  sea.  That  your  Petitioner  having 
made  his  escape,  and  arriving  at  this  place,  laid  his  case  be- 
fore your  honourable  body,  which  has  been  pleased  to  send 
to  Admiral  Hopkins  concerning  him.  But  your  Petitioner, 
certain  of  the  great  uneasiness  his  family  must  be  in  on  his 
account,  and  considering  that  by  the  time  intelligence  can 
be  had  from  the  Admiral  he  may  make  a  voyage  to  his  na- 
tive country  and  back  again,  humbly  prays  that  the  Congress 
will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  such  a  sum  of  money,  in  part 
payment  for  the  vessel  aforesaid,  as  by  sundry  copies  of  ac- 
counts, which  he  has  got,  may  appear  to  be  due,  to  enable 
him,  with  the  permission  and  approbation  of  their  honour- 
able body,  to  purchase  a  vessel  and  cargo  of  provisions,  and 
to  go  with  it  to  Providence,  with  every  assurance  that  a  man 
of  integrity  can  give  to  return  again,  God  willing,  with  a 
cargo  of  salt,  or  such  other  articles  as  may  be  useful  here. 

The  premises  your  Petitioner  humbly  submits  to  your  wise 
consideration,  and  hopes  that  your  honourable  body  will  give 
a  favourable  answer  to  his  Petition ;  and  he,  as  in  duty 
bound,  shall  ever  pray,  &ic. 

Philadelphia,  June  18,  1776.  _ 

T/ie  IIo7tonrable  Continental  Congress,  for  sundry  Accounts  and  Ma- 
terials supplied  in  part  for  the  Sloop  Enbjiavoub, 

To  CniBtEs  Waiker,  Dr. 

nib,  March  I.  Ps.  Rs. 

To  cash  paid  J?oAer<  5at>a^e  for  two  pieces  of  oak  for  the  keel,      45  0 

A  frame  of  mahogany  and  cedar  timber  for  the  vessel,  as  per 

accounts,  ----------------    926  2 

Three  thousand  eight  hundred  feet  of  inch-and-a-half  maho- 
gany plank,  supplied  for  bottoming,  tilling  up  the  truck  and 
stern  of  the  vessel,  at  10  pieces  per  hundred,      .     -     -     -    380  0 

Three  thon'sand  five  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  two-inch  and 
one-and-a-half-inch  pine  plank,  supplied  for  ceiling,  waist- 
ing,  and  sixteen  ports  lining,  at  6  ps.  4  rs.  per  hundred,      -    230  6 

One  thousand  five  hundred  feet  two-inch  pine  plank,  supplied 

for  decking,  &c.,  at  8  pieces, 120  0 
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Amount  of  Mr.  Samuel  A'flin't  (ship  builder's)  account,     -  417  0 

Amount  of  Mr.  llall's     .     .    -     -     tlilto     -     -   account,     -  26  0 

Amount  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Hall's    -     ditto     -     -   account,     -  32  4 

Amount  of  Mr.  Taylor's     -     -     -     ditto     -     -   account,     -  5  0 

Amount  of  Mr.  Minor's      -     -     -     ditto     -     -   account,     -  .34  0 

Amount  of  Uiilmrd  fViitUns's    -     ditto     -     -   account,     -  ^3  4 

AiiwuHl  of  Joseph  J)a;ilon's     -     -     ditto     -     -    account,     -  1.58  0 

Amount  of  Jose/jh  t/entlcrsun's     -     ditto     -     -   account,     -  20  6 
Amount  of  John  Shorcland's  account  for  tinishing  the  vcsijcl 

by  agreement,     .-.-----.----.  950  0 
Aincty  days'  work  of  h'tll  and  Tom  with  Mr.  Shoreland,  at 

10  leals,' 235  0 

Amount  of  Mr.  Moses  Young's  account  for  ship-joiner's  work,  14  7 

Amount  of  Mr. /IV///am  ..'i/iflffrso/i's  accounts  for  ditto,      -     -  2  5 

Amount  of  Mr.  y^t/Zi/'s  accounts  for  -     -     -     .  ditto,      -     -  2  2 

Amount  of  Mr.  .Yoltage's  account  for      ...  ditto,      -     -  54  4 
Five  hundred  feet  of  inch  mahogany  for  ceiling  the  cabin,  at 

8  pieces,    .----.-------.•-  40  0 

Amount  of  Mr.  /loss's  (blacksmith)  bill,      -..--.  644  4 
Two  anchors,  weighing  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen 

pounds,  at  12(/. 186  0 

Two  cables,  weighing  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight 

pounds,  at  15  pieces  per  hundred,  --------  39 12 

Amount  of  Mr.  Bernard  Ueekman's  account  for  two  pumps, 

and  freight  from  Carolina,     ---.--....  37  2 

To  amount  of  Mr.  JVVtAo//i»   Gajvier,  as  per  account,      -     -  68   1 J 

']'o  amount  of  Mr.  Thomas  JJuncome's  account,     -     .     .     .  649  0^ 

To  amount  of  Mr.  Jiohert  Sterling's  account,      ...     -  igi  4 

To  amount  of  Mr.  r/'iV/inm  S/iacAer's  (sail-maker)  account,  116  0 
One  piece  of  sail  duck  for  roundhouse  cover,  and  twine  for 

making,    -..-..-.-...-...  25  0 

Pieces  eight,    -    -     6,036  6 

Philadelphia,  June  18,  1776. 

Errours  Excepted. 

ClIABLES  Walkkr. 


Proceedings  of  the  Provincial  Conference  of  Committees  of 
the  Province  q/' Pennsylvania,  held  at  the  Carpenter's 
Hall,  at  Philadelphia,  begun  June  18,  and  continued 
by  adjournments  to  June  25,  1776. 

Tuesday,  June  18,  1776. 

This  day  a  number  of  gentlemen  met  at  Carpenter's 
Hall,  in  Philadelphia,  being  deputed  by  the  Committees 
of  several  of  the  Counties  of  this  Province  to  join  in  Pro- 
vincial Conference,  in  consequence  of  a  Circular  Letter  fix)m 
the  Committee  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia, 
enclosing  the  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the 
15th  May  last. 

Colonel  McKean,  as  Chairman  of  the  City  Committee, 
declared  the  motives  which  had  induced  that  Committee  to 
propose  the  holding  of  the  present  Conference,  and  then  laid 
on  the  table  a  certificate  of  Deputies  appointed*  to  attend 
on  the  part  of  said  Committee. 

Returns  were  also  given  in  from  the  Counties  of  Phila- 
delphia, Bvtcks,  Chester,  Lancaster,  Berks,  Northampton, 
York,  Cumberland,  Bedford,  and  IVestmoreland,  by  the  De- 
puties of  said  Counties,  by  which  it  appears  the  following 
gentlemen  were  appointed,  viz : 

For  the  Committee  of  the  City,  SJc.,  (>_/"  Philadelphia. — *Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Colonel  Thomas  McKean,  Mr.  Christopher  Marshall,  Sen., 
Major  John  Bayard,  Colonel  Timothy  Matlack,  Colonel  Joseph  Dean, 
Captain  Francis  Gurney,  Major  William  Coates,  Mr.  George  Schlos- 
ser.  Captain  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Captain  George  Goodwin,  Mr.  Jacob 
Barge,  Mr.  Samuel  C.  Morris,  Captain  Joseph  Moulder,  Mr.  William 
Lowman,  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  Mr.  Christopher  Ludwig,  Mr.  James 
Milligan,  Mr.  Jacob  Schriner,  Captain  Sharp  Delaney,  Major  John 
Cox,  Captain  Benjamin  Loxley,  Captain  Samuel  Brewster,  Captain 
Joseph  Blewer,  Mr.  William  Robinson. 

For  the  Committee  of  PniLAnELPuiA  County. — Colonel  Henry  Hill, 
Colonel  Rolicrt  Lewis,  Dr.  Enoch  Edwards,  'Colonel  William  Ham- 
ilton, Colonel  John  Bull,  Colonel  Frederick  Antis,  'Major  James  Potts, 
Major  Robert  Loller,  Mr.  Joseph  Mather,  Mr.  Matthew  Brooks,  'Mr. 
Edward  Bartholomew, 

For  the  Committee  of  Bi'cKS  County. — John  Kidd,  Esq.,  Major  Henry 
Wynkoop,  Mr.  James  Wallace,  Colonel  Joseph  Hart,  Mr.  Benjamin 
Segle. 

For  the  Committee  of  Chester  County. — Colonel  Richard  Thomas, 
Major  William  Evans,  Colonel  Thomas  Hockley,  Major  Caleb  Davis, 
Elisha  Price,  Esq  ,  Mr.  Samuel  Fairlamb,  Colonel  William  Mont- 
gomery, Colonel  Hugh  Lloyd,  Richard  Rcilcy,  Esq.,  Colonel  Evan 
Evans,  Colonel  Lewis  Grono,  Major  Skctchley  Morton,  Captain  Tho- 
mas Levis. 

For  the  Committee  of  Lascaster  County. — William  Atlee,  Esq.,  Mr. 
Lodowick  Lowman,  Colonel  Bartram  Galbraith,  Colonel  Alexander 
Lowrey,  Captain  Andrew  Graaff,  Mr.  William  Brown,  Mr.  John  Smi- 
ley, Major  James  Cunningham,  Major  David  Jenkins. 

For  the  Committee  o/Bcrks  County. — Colonel  Jacob  Morgan,  Colonel 
Henry  Haller,  Colonel  Mark  Bird,  Dr.  Bodo  Otto,  Mr.  Benjamin  Spi- 
kcr.  Colonel  Daniel  Hunter,  Colonel  Valentine  Eakerd,  Colonel  Ni- 
cholas Lutz,  Captain  Joseph  Hiestcr,  Mr.  Charles  Shoemaker. 

For  the  Committee  of  Northamptos  County. — Robert  Levers,  Esq  , 

•All  the  Members  attended  except  those  marked  with  an  asterisk  (•). 


Colonel  Ncigal  Gray,  John  Weilzel,  Esq.,  Nicholas  Dupuc,  Esq.,  Mr. 
David  Deshler,  Mr.  Benjamin  Dupuc. 

For  the  Committee  o/York  County. — ColontI  James  Smith,  Colonel 
Robert  McPherson,  Colonel  Richard  Mc.Mister,  Colonel  David  Ken- 
nedy, Colonel  William  Rankin,  Colonel  Henry  Slagel,  Mr.  James 
Egar,  'Mr.  John  Hay,  Captain  Joseph  Read. 

For  the  Committee  of  Cu.MHhnLAsn  County. — Mr.  James  McLane, 
•Colonel  John  Allison,  John  McClay,  Esq.,  William  Elliot,  Esq  , 
Colonel  William  Clark,  Dr.  John  Colhoon,  Mr.  John  Creigh,  Mr. 
Hugh  McCormick,  Mr.  John  Harris,  Mr.  Hugh  Alexander. 

For  the  Committee  n/'Btnriin.i  County. — Colonel  David  Espy,  Colonel 
John  Piper,  Samuel  Davidson,  Esq.  • 

For  the  Committee  of  Westmorklakd  County. — Mr.  Edward  Cook, 
Mr.  James  I'erry. 

A  quorum  of  the  Members  from  the  above  Counties  bein" 
met,  except  that  only  two  appeared  from  Chester  County, 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  President,  Vice-President,  and 
two  Secretaries  ;  and  Colonel  Thomas  McKean  was  chosen 
President,  Colonel  Joseph  Hart  Vice-President,  Jonathan 
B.  iSmith  and  Samuel  C  Morris,  Secretaries. 

Then  the  Conference  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

Tuesday,  June  18,  1776,  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  Conference  met,  present  as  above,  and  adjourned  to 
nine  o'clock  to-morrow  mornina;. 


Wednesday,  June  19,  1776. 

The  Conference  met,  present  twelve  Committees,  ninety- 
seven  Members. 

A  Return  was  delivered  at  the  table  from  Northumber- 
land, and  the  Deputies  attended,  being  Col.  William  Cook, 
Alexander  Hunter,  Esq.,  Messrs.  John  Heitzel,  Robert  Mar- 
tin, and  Matthew  Broum,  as  did  those  also  from  Chester. 

On  motion,  it  was  Resolved  unanimously,  That  in  taking 
the  sense  of  this  Conference  on  any  question  which  may 
come  before  them,  the  City  and  Counties  respectively  shall 
have  one  vote. 

On  motion,  it  was  Ordered,  That  the  Resolution  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  of  15th  May  last,  recommending  the 
total  suppression  of  all  authority  under  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  Sic,  be  read. 

And  it  was  read  accordingly,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, viz : 

"In  Congress,  May  15,  1776. 

"  Whereas  His  Britannick  Majesty,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Ijords  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  has,  by  a  late 
Act  of  Parliament,  excluded  the  inhabitants  of  these  United 
Colonies  from  the  protection  of  his  Crown :  And  whereas 
no  answer  whatever  to  the  humble  Petitions  of  the  Colo- 
nies for  redress  of  grievances  and  reconciliation  with  Great 
Britain  has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be,  given  ;  but  the  whole 
force  of  that  Kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries,  is  to 
be  exerted  for  the  destruction  of  the  good  people  of  these 
Colonies :  And  whereas  it  appears  absolutely  irreconcilable 
to  reason  and  good  conscience  for  the  people  of  these  Colo- 
nies now  to  take  the  oaths  and  affirmations  necessary  for 
the  support  of  any  Government  under  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  and  it  is  necessary  that  the  exercise  of  every  kind 
of  authority  under  the  said  Crown  should  be  totally  sup- 
pressed, and  all  the  powers  of  Government  exerted  under  the 
authority  of  the  people  of  the  Colonies,  for  the  preservation 
of  internal  peace,  virtue,  and  good  order,  as  well  as  for  the 
defence  of  their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  against  the 
hostile  invasions  and  cruel  depredations  of  their  enemies : 
Therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective 
Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  United  Colonies,  where 
no  Government  sufficient  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs 
has  been  hitherto  established,  to  adopt  such  Government  as 
shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  constitu- 
ents in  particular,  and  America  in  general. 

'•  13y  order  of  the  Congress : 

"John  Hancock,  President." 

}3y  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and, 
after  mature  consideration. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  said  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  15th  May  last  is  fully  a])proved  by  this  Con- 
ference. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  present  Go- 
vernment of  this  Province  is  not  competent  to  the  exigencies 
of  our  affairs. 
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On  motion,  Resolved,  N.  C.  D.,  That  it  is  necessary  that 
a  Provincial  Convention  be  called  by  this  Conference  for 
the  express  purpose  of  forming  a  new  Government  in  this 
Province,  on  the  authority  of  the  People  only. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  Members  of  which  the  Conven- 
tion ought  to  consist,  and  the  proportion  of  Representatives 
for  the  City  and  each  County  ;  and  that  two  Members  from 
the  City  and  each  County  be  appointed  on  said  Committee, 
except  from  Westmoreland,  which  can  furnish  but  one. 

And  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed,  viz :  Messrs. 
Bayard,  Bull,  Kidd,  Davis,  Atlee,  Bird,  Matlack,  Mather, 
Hart,  Levis,  Cunningham,  Holier,  Gray,  Smith,  Mc Clean, 
Espy,  Weitzell,  Cook,  Levers,  McAlister,  Creigh,  Piper, 
Hunter. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  now  appointed  be  instruct- 
ed to  fix  upon  some  number,  not  less  than  ninety  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  and  ten,  for  the  whole  Province. 

Then  the  Conference  adjourned  to  half  after  three  o'clock 
P.  M.  _ 

Wednesday,  June  19,  1776,  P.  M. 

The  Conference  met. 

A  Petition  from  the  German  Associators  of  the  City  and 
Liberties  oi  Philadelphia  was  read,  praying  that  all  Asso- 
ciators who  are  taxable  may  be  entitled  to  vote. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  Mem- 
bers. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  Conference 
will  now  enter  into  a  consideration  of  the  qualifications  of 
Electors,  and  of  persons  who  may  be  elected. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  Conference  will  imme- 
diately resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
enter  upon  said  consideration. 

The  President  left  the  Chair.  The  President  resumed 
the  Chair. 

Colonel  Hart,  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  come  to  no  resolution,  and  desired 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  have  leave 
to  sit  again  to-morrow  morning  at  eight  o'clock. 

The  Conference  adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow, 
A.M. 

Thursday,  June  20,  1776. 

The  Conference  met,  every  Committee  present. 

The  order  of  yesterday,  for  resolving  the  Conference  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  read. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Conference  will  now  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  President  left  the  Chair.  The  President  resumed 
the  Chair. 

Colonel  Hart  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
that  they  had  come  into  two  Resolutions,  which  he  was 
ready  to  report  when  the  Conference  would  receive  them. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  they  be  received  forthwith. 

Then  the  said  Resolutions  being  read  and  considered, 
were  agreed  to  by  the  Conference,  without  one  dissenting 
voice,  and  are  as  follow,  viz : 

"  Resolved,  That  every  Associator  in  the  Province  shall 
be  admitted  to  a  vote  for  Members  of  the  Convention,  in  the 
City  or  County  in  which  he  resides ;  provided  such  Asso- 
ciator be  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  shall  have 
lived  one  year  in  this  Province  immediately  preceding  the 
election,  and  shall  have  contributed  at  any  time  before  the 
passing  of  this  resolve  to  the  payment  of  either  Provincial  or 
County  taxes,  or  shall  have  been  rated  or  assessed  towards 
the  same. 

"Resolved,  That  every  person  qualified  by  the  laws  of  this 
Province  to  vote  for  Representatives  in  Assembly,  shall  be 
admitted  to  vote  for  Members  of  the  intended  Convention  ; 
provided  he  shall  first  take  the  following  Test  on  Oath  or 
Affirmation,  if  thereunto  required  by  any  one  of  the  .Judges 
or  Inspectors  of  the  election,  who  are  hereby  empowered  to 
administer  the  same. 

"I. ,  do  declare  that  I  do  not  hold 

myself  bound  to  bear  allegiance  to  George  the  Third,  King 
of  Great  Britain,  he,  and  that  I  will  not,  by  any  means, 
directly  or  indirectly,  oppose  the  establishment  of  a  free  Go- 
vernment in  this  Province  by  the  Convention  now  to  be 


chosen,  nor  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Congress  against 
the  tyranny  attempted  to  be  established  in  these  Colonies  by 
the  Court  of  Great  Britain." 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  have  leave 
to  sit  this  afternoon  at  three  o'clock. 

Then  the  Conference  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  after- 
noon. 

Thursday,  June  20,  1776,  P.  M. 

The  Conference  met. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  whereas  the 
County  of  Westmoreland  hath  been  exempted  from  the  pay- 
ment of  Taxes  for  three  years  last  past,  and  thereby  many 
persons  may  be  excluded  from  a  vote  at  the  ensuing  election, 
in  consequence  of  the  foregoing  regulations,  contrary  to  the 
intention  thereof;  therefore,  every  person  of  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  being  a  freeman,  residing  in  said  County,  shall  be 
admitted  to  vote,  he  being  an  Associator,  and  having  lived 
one  year  in  this  Province  next  preceding  the  election,  and 
taking  the  Test  aforesaid,  if  thereunto  required. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  election  shall  be  made 
by  ballot,  in  the  manner  heretofore  used  in  this  Province  at 
the  general  election. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  no  person  who  has  been 
published  by  any  Committee  of  Inspection  or  the  Committee 
of  Safety  in  this  Province  as  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of 
America,  and  has  not  been  restored  to  the  favour  of  his 
country,  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  at  the  election  of  Mem- 
bers for  said  Convention. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-mor- 
row, A.  M. 

Friday,  Juno  21,  1776. 

The  Conference  met. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  every  voter  at 
the  proposed  election  shall  be  a  freeman  ;  and,  if  thereunto 
required  by  any  of  the  Judges  or  Inspectoi-s,  shall,  before  his 
vote  is  received,  take  the  foregoing  Test. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  any  persons  qualified  to  vote 
for  Members  of  Assembly  by  the  laws  of  this  Province  may 
be  elected  a  Member  of  Convention  ;  provided  that  he  shall 
have  resided  at  least  one  year  immediately  preceding  the 
said  election  in  the  City  or  County  for  which  he  shall  be 
chosen,  and  shall,  before  he  takes  his  seat  in  Convention,  take 
the  following  Oath  or  Affirmation,  viz : 

"I, ,  do  declare  that  I  do  not  bold 

myself  bound  to  bear  allegiance  to  George  the  Third,  King 
of  Great  Britain,  he,  and  that  I  will  steadily  and  firmly, 
at  all  times,  promote  the  most  effectual  means,  according  to 
the  best  of  my  skill  and  knowledge,  to  oppose  the  tyrannical 
proceedings  of  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
against  the  American  Colonies,  and  to  establish  and  support 
a  Government  in  this  Province  on  the  authority  of  the  peo- 
ple only,  &.C.  That  I  will  oppose  any  measure  that  shall 
or  may  in  the  least  interfere  with  or  obstruct  the  religious 
principles  or  practices  of  any  of  the  good  people  of  this 
Province  as  heretofore  enjoyed." 

Also,  Resolved,  That  no  person  elected  to  serve  as  a 
Member  of  Convention  shall  take  his  seat,  or  give  his  vote, 
until  he  shall  have  made  and  subscribed  the  following  De- 
claration : 

"I, ,  do  profess  faith  in  God  the 

Father  and  in  Jesus  Christ  his  Eternal  Son,  the  true  God, 
and  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  one  God,  blessed  forevermore;  and 
do  acknowledge  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament  to  be  given  by  Divine  Inspiration." 

An  Address  and  Petition  from  the  Commanders  of  the 
thirteen  Row-Galleys  in  the  service  of  this  Province,  pray- 
ing to  be  heard  on  a  diffi?rence  with  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  was  presented  at  the  table,  and  read.* 

*To  the  honourable  the  Conference  of  Committees  of  the  Province  qf 
Pennsylvania;  The  Jiddreas  and  Petition  of  the  Commanders  of 
the  thirteen  Roiv-GaUeys  in  the  service  of  said  Province,  respect- 
fully shoTveth  : 

That  your  Petitioners,  having  addressed  the  publick  on  the  16th  of 
Jllay  last,  in  an  appeal  respecting  the  actions  of  the  8th  and  9th  of  the 
said  month  with  tlie  Hoebuck  and  lAverpool  men-of-war,  were,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  memorial  from  tlie  Committee  of  Safely  to  the  honourable 
House  of  Assembly,  dated  JVIay  24,  summoned  to  appear  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House,  with  our  evidences,  as  we  expected  to  prove  the 
facts  alleged  in  our  appeal ;  but,  to  our  great  disappointment,  the  Com- 
mittee aforesaid,  after  spending  one  afternoon  in  inquiring  whether  your 
petitioners  were  the  authors  of  said  appeal,  never  called  upon  us  to  pro 
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Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  Mem- 
bers. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  MoiiMer,  Lollar,  Wallace,  Hock- 
ley, Ijowreij,  Eachard,  B.  Dupue,  McPherson,  Clarke, 
Davidson,  Cook,  and  Parry,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  of 
the  proper  time,  place  and  manner  of  holding  and  regula- 
ting the  ensuing  election,  and  to  fix  a  day  for  the  meeting 
of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  so  chosen. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Patriotick  Society  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  was  delivered  at  the  table  by  a  Committee 
from  said  Society,  and  read  by  their  Clerk  on  special  re- 
quest.* 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  Members. 

The  Conference  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

Friday,  June  81,  1776,  P.  M. 

The  Conference  met. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  ascertain  the  number  and 
proportion  of  Members  to  represent  the  Province  in  each 
particular  City  and  County  in  Convention,  made  their  Re- 
port, in  the  words  following,  viz : 

"  The  Committee  appointed  for,  &:c.,  report,  That  your 
Committee,  having  conferred  together  and  endeavoured  to 
obtain  the  best  intelligence  that  can  be  had,  find  that  full 
information  respecting  the  number  of  taxables  in  each  Coun- 
ty cannot  now  be  had,  and  therefore  cannot  be  adopted  as 
a  rule  in  fixing  the  number  of  Representatives  for  the  City 
and  Counties  respectively.  Your  Committee,  however,  are 
satisfied  that  the  number  of  taxables  in  the  Counties  respec- 
tively does  not  differ  so  much  as  to  make  it  of  any  probable 
disadvantage  to  allow  an  equal  representation  from  each 
County,  especially  as  the  Convention  will  probably  vote  by 
City  and  Counties  (as  in  the  preceding  Conventions)  upon 
the  questions  which  shall  come  before  them. 

duce  any  evidence  to  preve  the  truth  of  the  matters  contained  in  the  ap- 
peal ;  but  an  inquiry  was  set  on  foot  tending  to  exculpate  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  from  the  guilt  with  which  they  might  have  been  chargeable 
•  if  the  matters  contained  in  our  appeal  were  once  proven.  The  charac- 
ters, honour  and  reputation  of  your  petitioners  being  wounded  by  said 
inquiry,  they  presented  the  enclosed  memorial  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, praying  to  be  heard  in  their  own  defence,  and  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  proving  what  they  had  alleged  in  their  appeal ;  but  although  the 
House,  by  a  motion  which  appears  on  their  Journals,  did  agree  to  grant 
us  a  hearing,  and  appointed  a  Committee  for  the  purpose,  yet  they  broke 
up  without  complying  with  our  request,  leaving  upon  their  votes  a  judg- 
ment in  favour  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  condemning  your  peti- 
tioners unheard,  signed  by  several  members  of  the  House,  which  has 
since  been  inserted  in  the  publick  papers.  We  are  therefore  obliged,  in 
justice  to  our  own  characters,  and  the  publick,  in  whose  service  we  are, 
to  apply  to  this  House,  the  only  Provincial  body  now  existing  under  the 
authority  of  the  people,  to  grant  us  that  hearing  which  the  honourable 
House  of  Assembly  neglected  to  afford  us.  We  wish  to  stand  or  fall  by 
the  judgment  of  our  country,  and  are  happy  in  thinking  that  we  have 
everything  to  hope  from  the  virtue  and  patriotism  of  this  House  which  the 
justice  of  our  cause  may  require.  All  we  ask  is  a  fair  hearing ;  and  if 
we  are  not  able  to  support  what  we  have  declared  to  the  publick,  we  shall 
cheerfully  submit  to  any  censure  which  this  House  may  choose  to  inflict 
on  us ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  should  we  make  good  our  charge,  and  prove 
to  the  satisfaction  of  this  House  that  we  have  been  unworthily  treated, 
we  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  this  House  will  see  us  redressed. 

Your  petitioners  do  therefore  pray  this  House  to  set  apart  a  day  for 
hearing  their  evidences  in  support  of  the  matters  contained  in  their  ap- 
peal, and  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  galleys  and  other  vessels  for  the 
defence  of  this  Province,  during  the  actions  of  the  8th  and  9th  oi  May 
last.  Your  petitioners  do  further  pray  the  support  of  this  House  against 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  the  appointment  of  a 
Commodore,  which  seems  evidently  designed  to  lay  your  petitioners 
under  the  necessity  of  resigning,  or  being  broke  for  disobedience,  at  least 
until  this  House  has  inquired  into  the  matter,  and  discovered  where  the 
fault  lies ;  as  we  wish,  agreeable  to  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  en- 
closed remonstrance  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  serve  our  country  at 
the  hazard  of  our  lives,  notwithstanding  the  many  endeavours  to  disgust 
us  with  the  service,  and  are  determined  at  the  same  time  to  obey  no 
orders  of  the  present  Commodore,  whom  the  Committee  of  Safely  has 
appointed  in  direct  opposition  to  our  remonstrance.  And  your  peti- 
tioners, OS  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

Signed  for  and  by  order  of  the  whole.  „  t> 

John  Hamilton, 
Jahxs  Mohtqom£rt. 

*  To  the  honourable  the  Conference  of  the  several  Committees  of  the 
Province  o/Pesxsiltawia,  noio  convened  and  sitting  in  Philabkl- 
i-hia:  The  Memorial  of  the  Patriotick  Sodety  of  the  City  o/Phiia- 
DKtPuiA,  humbly  sho-welh : 

That,  in  times  like  the  present,  when  all  authority  is  founded  on  con- 
sent and  convenience,  and  no  permanent  order  is  yet  established,  we  con- 
ceive that  necessity  sufficiently  justifies  our  present  application  to  this 
House,  as  the  only  mode  of  regular  proceeding  which  the  present  state  of 
affairs  will  admit  of,  there  being  now  no  other  Provincial  representation 
in  existence  here ;  and  because  we  likewise  conceive  that  the  late  House 
of  Assembly,  by  breaking  up  and  dispersing  in  the  very  crisis  of  danger 


"  We  therefore  recommend  that  it  be  resolved  that  eight 
Representatives  be  sent  by  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and 
eight  by  each  County  in  the  Province,  to  the  Convention." 

On  motion.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  be  divided 
from  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  they  be  not  ad- 
mitted to  vote  or  be  voted  for  in  the  election  of  the  County 
Member  for  the  Convention, 

It  was  moved  that  the  previous  question  be  put,  viz : 
Whether  this  question  shall  be  now  put  ?  And  it  was  put 
accordingly,  and  carried  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  this  Conference  approve  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-mor- 
row, A.  M. 

Saturday,  June  22,  1776,  A.  M. 

The  Conference  met. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  determina- 
tions of  this  Conference  on  the  Representation  of  the  City 
and  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  shall  not  be  drawn  into 
precedent  in  future. 

An  Address  from  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the  As- 
sociation of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  was 
delivered  in  and  read,  praying  this  Conference  to  take  into 
their  consideration  divers  matters  relating  to  the  present  state 
of  this  Province. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  Mem- 
bers. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  Petitions  and  Addresses 
from  the  Commanders  of  the  Row-Galleys,  the  Patriotick 
Society,  and  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the  Association 
of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  be  read  a  second 
time :  and  they  were  read  accordingly. 

A  paper,  being  a  copy  of  a  Minute  from  the  proceedings 

and  difficulty,  and  that  without  a  sufficient  number  present  to  authorize 
such  an  act,  has  thereby  deserted  the  publick  cause,  dissolved  themselves, 
and  left  the  people,  so  far  as  respects  that  House,  unrepresented.  These 
are  the  grounds  on  which  the  reasonableness  and  necessity  of  our  ap- 
plying to  this  House  are  founded. 

The  case  which  we  have  to  lay  before  you  needs  neither  apology  nor 
solicitation.  It  is  the  case  of  all.  This  House,  their  memorialists,  and 
their  constituents  in  every  part  of  the  Province,  are  alike  interested 
therein.  We  have,  for  a  considerable  time,  beheld  a  difference  subsist- 
ing between  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  the  Captains  of  the  Row-Gal- 
leys, and  it  appears  to  us  that  the  publick  welfare  is  likely  to  be  endan- 
gered thereby.  The  particular  cause  or  progress  of  that  difference  we 
mean  not  to  enter  into ;  but,  in  general  terms,  we  can  say,  that,  on  the 
part  of  the  Captains,  the  publick  seem  fully  satisfied,  and  have  a  clear 
confidence  both  in  their  attachment  to  the  cause  and  their  abilities  for  the 
service.  On  the  partof  the  Committee  we  cannot  make  the  same  decla- 
ration ;  for  though  we  have  the  highest  esteem  for  the  wisdom  and  in- 
tegrity of  several  of  its  members,  yet  they  are  blended  with  others  whose 
connections,  interests  and  prejudices  are  opposite  to  the  common  cause. 
And  it  is  to  this  unnatural  and  impolitick  mixture  of  persons  of  contrary 
sentiments  that  we  attribute  the  present  distraction  subsisting  between 
the  Committee  and  the  Captains.  This  Province  hath  now  resolved 
upon  a  change  of  Government,  yet  many  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee are  dissentients  therefrom,  and  have  entered  into  a  remonstrance 
against  it.  They  are  in  opposition  to  the  very  cause  in  which  the  Cap- 
tains, as  soldiers,  are  fighting;  and  we  wonder  not  that  they  are  en- 
deavouring to  discomfit  and  dishearten  these  men.  More  than  that,  the 
Associators  throughout  tlie  Province  are  to  this  hour  destitute  of  the 
quantities  of  ammunition  necessary  to  enable  them  to  exert  themselves 
upon  emergency  for  the  common  defence.  We  see  the  danger  that  is 
coming  upon  us  from  this  narrowness  of  spirit,  or,  what  is  worse,  a  dis- 
affection in  principle.  We  have  been  patient  till  patience  is  become 
criminal.  As  members  of  the  community  at  large,  or  as  individuals, 
whose  lives  and  properties  depend  upon  a  most  vigorous  defence,  we  can 
no  longer  sit  still  and  suffer  these  things.  The  times  will  not  now  ad- 
mit of  ceremony.  Our  duty  as  citizens  and  as  fathers  compel  us  to  these 
declarations.  The  charge  intrusted  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  is  too 
great  to  be  left  to  the  mere  will  and  pleasure  of  a  few  individuals,  espe- 
cially when  we  consider  that  they  were  appointed  under  a  Government 
which  is  both  dissolved  and  suppressed. 

The  House  of  Assembly,  while  it  existed,  were  in  some  measure  ac- 
countable to  their  constituents  by  a  weekly  publication  of  their  proceed- 
ings, and  the  members  thereof  were  removable  at  elections ;  but  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  from  the  very  nature  of  its  business,  have  the  privilege  of 
secrecy, and  the  time  of  their  duration  is  unlimited.  These  circumstances 
increase  the  importance  of  their  trust,  and  render  it  necessary  that  they 
should  be  men  removed  as  far  from  every  temptation  to  disaffection  as 
possible — men  of  the  clearest  and  most  unsuspicious  political  characters ; 
yet  many  of  them,  we  have  strong  reason  to  believe,  are  not  so. 

We  have  here  pointed  out  a  radical  evil,  but  we  know  not  how  to 
apply  a  radical  cure.  We  therefore  pray  this  honourable  House  to  take 
the  important  premises  into  their  most  serious  consideration ;  and,  as 
the  most  pressing  necessity  requires,  to  apply  such  timely  and  effectual 
remedy  as  in  their  wisdom  they  shall  see  meet ;  and  their  memorialists, 
as  in  duty  bound,  shall,  &c. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  meeting. 

Fraxcis  Wade,  Chairman, 

Juneil,  1776. 
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of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Province,  was  read ;  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  viz : 

"  In  Congress,  June  20,  1776. 

"  Robert  Morris,  one  of  the  Delegates  from  the  Province 
oi  Pennsylvania,  reminded  the  Congress  that  the  Assembly 
of  said  Province  iiad  adjourned  on  the  14th  instant,  without 
having  been  able  to  carry  jnto  execution  the  Resolves  of 
Congress  of  the  3d  instant  for  raising  six  thousand  Militia 
for  establishing  a  flying  camp.  And  then  informed  the  Con- 
gress that  their  said  Resolve  not  being  directed  in  terms  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  but  addressed  to  the  Colony,  the 
said  Committee  were  in  doubt  whether  it  would  be  ex- 
pected from  tbem  to  execute  said  Resolve,  as  they  are,  in 
recess  of  Assembly,  the  Executive  body  of  this  Province. 
He  also  alleged,  that  if  the  Congress  expected  the  Commit- 
tee to  proceed  in  this  business,  it  would  be  necessary  or 
advisable  that  they  should  recommend  it  expressly  to  them  ; 
for  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Province,  he 
much  doubted  if  they  would  be  obeyed  unless  so  authorized  ; 
and  added,  that  if  the  Congress  did  not  see  proper  to  take 
further  order  in  this  matter,  he  hoped  the  Committee  of 
Safety  would  always  be  held  blameless,  as  they  now  gave 
Congress  this  necessary  information  for  the  express  purpose 
of  having  an  explicit  declaration,  if  they  were  expected  to 
act  in  this  important  business,  which  they  were  ready  to  un- 
dertake if  so  desired. 

"  This  application  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  by  order  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety;  and,  after  a  debate  of  considerable 
length,  and  two  motions  made  and  seconded,  one  was  with- 
drawn, the  other  determined  in  the  negative  ;  in  consequence 
whereof  I  have  made  this  memorandum  immediately  on  the 
spot,  to  appear  when  it  may  be  necessary,  and  to  prevent 
blame  being  cast  where  it  is  not  merited. 

"R.    MoRKIS. 

"  The  above  is  a  true  state. 

"Joseph  Hewes, 

"  E.  RuTLEDGE, 

"T.  Hope." 
Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  consideration  of  the  said 
Petitions  and  Paper  be  referred  to  the  afternoon. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternpop. 

Saturday,  June  22, 1776,  P.  M. 

The  Conference  met. 

The  Committee  appointed  yesterday  to  consider  of  the 
proper  time,  place,  and  manner  of  regulating  the  ensuing 
Election,  and  to  fix  a  day  for  the  meeting  of  the  Represen- 
tatives so  chosen,  made  their  Report. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  will  take  into 
consideration  the  propriety  of  dividing  all  or  any  of  the  Coun- 
ties into  several  districts  in  which  the  election  shall  be  held, 
when  the  said  Report  shall  be  considered. 

On  motion,  the  said  Report,  being  read  a  second  time 
by  paragraphs,  was  by  order  recommitted. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 

Sunday,  June  23,  1776. 

The  Conference  met. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  proper  time, 
&c.,  of  holding  the  Election,  delivered  their  Report  at  the 
table  ;  which,  being  read  by  order,  was  unanimously  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  viz : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  proper  time, 
place,  and  manner  of  holding  an  election  for  Members  of 
Convention,  and  the  time  of  the  meeting  of  the  persons  so 
chosen,  report  as  followeth :  That  they  appoint  Monday, 
the  8th  day  of  July  next,  for  electing  said  Members ;  that 
the  several  Counties  proceed  to  choose  their  respective 
Members  at  the  following  places,  viz : 

For  the  City  and  County  of  Fhiladelphia,  the  Counties 
of  Bucks,  Berks,  and  Bedford,  at  the  usual  places  of  elec- 
tion. 

Chester  County  to  be  divided  into  three  Districts ;  that 
is  to  say,  Chester,  Upper  Chichester,  Lower  Chichester, 
Bethel,  Ashton,  Concord,  Middleton,  Thonibury,  Birming- 
ham, Nether  Providence,  Upper  Providence,  Ridley,  Mar- 
pie,  Springfield,  Darby,  Haverford,  Newtown,  Edgamont, 
and  Williitown,  being  the  First  District,  to  be  held  at  Chester; 


the  Second  District,  London  Grove,  East  and  West  Marl- 
borough, Kennet,  Pennsburgh,  New-Lynn,  New-Garden' 
London-Britain,  New-London,  Londonderry,  East  and 
West  Nottingham,  Oxford,  East  Fallowfield,  West  Fallow- 
field,  Sadsbury,  and  fVest  Cain,  to  be  held  at  Chatham, 
commonly  called  the  Half- Way  House;  the  Third  District, 
East  and  West  Fallotufeld,  East  and  West  Bradford, 
Charlestown,  Tredyffren,  Uwchland,  Pikeland,  Coventry, 
East  and  West  Nantmill,  East  Cain,  East-Town,  West- 
Town,  Goshen,  Vincent,  and  Radnor,  to  be  held  at  the 
JVhite- Horse. 

York  County  to  be  divided  into  five  Districts,  viz :  The 
First,  York-Town,  the  Townships  of  York,  Manchester,  Co- 
donis,  Shrewsbury,  Windsor,  and  Hellam,  to  be  held  at  the 
Court- House  in  York- Town ;  the  Second  District,  Cumber- 
land, Hamilton's  Ban,  Streban,  Mountjoy,  Menallan,  and 
Tyrone,  to  be  held  at  the  house  o[  Samuel  Gaddis;  the 
Third  District,  Heiddbergh,  Berwick,  Mount-Pleasant, 
Manheim,  Paradise,  and  Germany,  to  be  held  at  Hanover- 
Town;  the  Fourth  Division,  Faun,  Hopewell,  and  Chance- 
ford,  to  be  held  at  Nicholson's  Mill;  the  Fifth  Division, 
Dover,  Newberry,  Warrington,  Mannahan,  Huntingdon, 
and  Reading,  to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Robert  Stevenson. 

Northampton  County  to  be  divided  into  four  Districts: 
the  First,  Easton,  William,  Lower  Saucon,  Bethlehem, 
Forks,  Mount-Bethel,  and  Plainfield,  to  be  held  at  Easton ; 
the  Second  District,  Northampton,  Saltsbergh,  Upper  Sau- 
con, Upper  Milford,  Maccongy,  Weisenbergh,  Lynn,  Wiite- 
hall,  and  Heidelbergh,  to  be  held  at  Mien's  Town ;  the 
Third  District,  Allen,  Moor,  Chestnut-Hill,  Towamensing, 
Penn,  and  Leheigh,  to  be  held  at  Peter  Anthony's ;  the 
Fourth  District,  Hamilton,  Lower  Smithfield,  Delaware, 
and  Upper  Smithfield,  to  be  held  at  Nicholas  Dupue's. 

Cumberland  County  to  be  divided  into  three  Districts, 
viz :  The  First  and  Third  Divisions,  Carlisle,  East  Pmns- 
borough,  Allen,  Middleton,  West  Pennsborough,  Newton, 
and  Hopewell,  to  be  held  at  Carlisle ;  the  Second  and  Fifth 
Divisions,  Antrim,  Peters,  Guilford,  Hamilton,  Thannet, 
I^urgan,  and  Letterkenny,  to  be  held  at  Chatnbersburgh ; 
the  Fourth  Division,  Tyrone,  Tyboyne,  Rye,  Milfori, 
Greenwood,  Armagh,  Leek,  Derry,  and  Fermanaugh,  to 
be  held  at  Robert  CampbeWs,  in  Tuscarora. 

Northumberland  County  to  be  held  at  George  McCaJi- 
dlish's,  in  Turbert  Township. 

Westmoreland  County  to  be  divided  into  two  divisions ; 
that  on  the  South  side  of  Youghagena  River  at  Sparks'a 
Fort,  and  Northern  District  at  Hanna's  Town. 

The  (Jounty  of  Lancaster  to  be  divided  into  six  Districts, 
viz :  In  the  Pii-st,  the  Borough  of  Lancaster,  Lancaster 
Township,  Leacock,  Warwick,  Manheim,  Hempfield,  Ma- 
nor, Conestoga,  and  Lampeter,  to  be  held  at  the  Court- 
House  in  the  Borough  o(  Lancaster ;  the  Second  Division, 
Little  Britain,  Drummore,  Bart,  Coleraine,  Martick,  Stras- 
burgh,  and  Sadsbury,  to  be  held  at  James  Porter's,  Jun.; 
the  Third  Division,  Derry,  Londonderry,  Ralpho,  Donne- 
gall,  and  Mountjoy,  to  be  held  at  Elizabeth-Town ;  the 
Fourth  Division,  Salisbury,  Carnarvon,  Brecknock,  Earl, 
and  Cocolico,  to  be  held  at  New-Holland;  the  Fifth  Divi- 
sion, Elizabeth,  Heidelbergh,  Bethel,  Lebanon,  and  East 
Hanover,  to  be  held  at  Lebanon-Town;  the  Sixth  Division, 
West  Hanover,  Paxton,  and  Upper  Paxton,  to  be  held  at 
Garber's  Mill. 

And  that  the  electors  of  every  Borough,  Ward,  or  Town- 
ship, in  each  of  the  Counties,  shall  meet  on  Saturday,  the 
6th  ■of  July  next,  between  the  hours  of  two  and  six  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  choose  Inspectors  to  receive  the  votes 
from  the  electors  of  their  Boroughs,  Wards,  or  Townships, 
respectively.  The  place  for  said  elections  to  be  advertised 
by  the  County  Committee,  who  shall  also  superintend  such 
elections,  and  make  returns  of  the  Inspectors  chosen,  to  the 
Judges  of  the  general  election.  And  if  any  District  shall 
neglect  to  choose  Inspectors  as  aforesaid,  in  such  case  the 
Judges  of  the  election  shall  appoint  Inspectors  for  those  who 
so  neglect,  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  the  general  elec- 
tion ;  and  that  each  of  the  said  Inspectors,  on  the  day  of  the 
general  election,  shall,  before  he  proceeds  to  take  or  receive 
any  votes,  take  the  following  oath  or  afllrmalion,  viz: 

"  1,  A.  B.  do  declare,  that  I  will  duly  attend  the  ensuing 
election  during  the  continuance  thereof,  and  will  truly  and 
faithfully  assist  the  Judges  of  said  election,  to  prevent  all 
frauds  and  deceits  whatever,  of  electors  or  others,  in  carrying 
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on  the  same,  and  in  causing  the  poll  or  votes  at  such  election 
to  be  marked  off  on  the  respective  lists,  and  fairly  cast  up." 

Which  oath  or  aflirmalion  to  be  adminislered  by  any  one 
of  the  Judges. 

And  that  the  Deputies  from  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
and  from  each  County,  shall  nominate  and  appoint  three 
discreet  and  able,  members  of  their  respective  Committees 
residing  within  the  several  Districts,  to  be  Judges  of  the 
general  election  within  said  Districts ;  which  said  Judges, 
together  witii  the  Inspectors,  shall  appoint  Clerks  for  taking 
the  polls  at  the  said  election  ;  and  the  said  Judges  and 
Clerks  shall  respectively  take  the  same  oath  or  affirmation  as 
is  required  to  be  taken  by  the  Inspectors,  which  shall  be  ad- 
ministered by  any  one  of  the  Judges  to  the  others,  they  being 
hereby  authorized  and  appointed  to  administer  the  same. 

And  that  the  Commissioners  of  the  City  and  Counties  in 
this  Province,  when  required,  shall  deliver  unto  the  Judges 
of  said  election  true  duplicates  of  all  the  taxables  in  the 
several  Districts  of  their  respective  Counties.  And  that  the 
Judges  aforesaid  shall,  and  are  hereby,  required  and  em- 
powered to  act  in  all  cases  respecting  said  elections  in  the 
room  and  places  of  Sheriffs,  until  the  same  are  finished  ;  and 
when  the  polls  are  closed,  and  the  votes  counted  off,  or  cast 
up,  in  the  several  Districts  of  such  Counties  as  are  divided 
as  aforesaid,  the  Judges  and  Inspectors  shall  cause  certified 
accounts  thereof  to  be  taken  by  some  of  them  to  their  re- 
spective County  towns,  on  the  next  day,  and  of  the  names 
of  the  persons  chosen  in  the  several  Districts,  with  the  num- 
ber of  votes  for  each  candidate  ;  which,  when  compared  and 
added  together,  the  eight  highest  numbei-s  shall  be  the  per- 
sons to  represent  such  County  in  Convention  ;  and  also  that 
the  Judges,  or  any  two  of  them,  for  the  City  and  Counties 
respectively,  shall  certify  from  under  their  hands  and  seals 
to  the  Convention,  on  the  day  appointed  for  their  meeting 
as  aforesaid,  a  true  list  or  certificate  of  the  names  of  the 
Members  so  chosen,  in  the  City  and  Counties  respectively, 
•together  with  the  number  of  votes  for  each  of  them.  And 
the  Captain  or  Commanding  Officer  of  each  Company  in 
the  several  Battalions  of  this  Province  are  hereby  required 
to  furnish  complete  lists  of  their  Companies  to  the  Judges 
and  Inspectors  of  the  several  Districts,  on  the  morning  of  the 
election.  Which  persons,  so  chosen  to  be  Membei-s  of  the 
Convention,  shall  meet  at  Philadelphia,  on  Monday,  the 
15th  day  of  July  next,  in  Convention  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  to 
be  Judges  of  the  Election  in  the  Counties,  and  in  the  re- 
spective Districts,  viz  : 

City,  ifc,  of  Philadelphia:  Samuel  Massey,  Frederick 
Kuhl,  Thomas  Cuthbert. 

County  of  Philadelphia  :  William  Coates,  Frederick  An- 
tis,  Robert  LoUar. 

Bhcks  County,  at  Newtown:  Henry  Wynkoop,  James 
Wallace,  Joseph  Hart. 

Chester  County. — First  division,  at  Chester:  Hugh 
Lloyd,  Thomas  Levis,  Mark  Wilcox. 

Second  division,  at  Chatham:  John  McKay,  Joseph  Gard- 
ner, Thomas  Welsh. 

Third  division,  at  the  White  Horse :  Richard  Thomas,  Lew- 
is GrooO;  Thomas  Bull. 

Berks  County,  at  Reading:  Valentine  Eakerd,  Jacob 
Morgan,  Daniel  Hunter. 

Lancaster  County. — First  division,  at  the  Borough  : 
William  Bowsman,  H.  Dehuff,  Jacob  Erb. 

Second  division,  at  James  Porter's,  Jun. :  Richard  Ferree, 
John  McMullen,  Robert  Tweed. 

Third  division,  at  Elizabethtown :  Daniel  Elliot,  Robert 
Clark,  Jacob  Haldiman. 

Fourth  division,  at  Lebanon:  Casper  Kuhn,  Jacob  Eckart, 
Philip  Greenawalt. 

Fifth  division,  at  New-Holland:  Is.  McCamraont,  Gab. 
Davis,  Michael  Whitman. 

Sixth  division,  at  Garber's  Mill:  John  Rogers,  John  Har- 
ris, James  Morrow. 

Cumberland  County. — First  division,  at  Carlisle :  Robert 
Miller,  Benjamin  Blyth,  James  Gregory. 

Second  division,  at  Chambersburgh :  John  Allison,  James 
Maxwell,  John  Beard. 

Third  division, at  Robert  CampbeWs  :  William  Brown,  Alex- 
ander Morrow,  James  Taylor. 


York  County. — Fiist  division,  at  YorlUown  :  Charles  Lu- 

kens,  John  Hay,  Michael  Hayn. 
Second  division,  at  Samuel  Gaddis's :  William  McClellan, 

John  Agnew,  James  Dickson. 
Third  division,  at //anoucr;  Joseph  Jefferies,  Thomas  Lil- 

ley,  Frederick  Wolfe. 
Fourth  division,  at  Nicholsons  Mill:  James Leiper,  Patrick 

Scott,  James  Savage. 
Fifth  division,  at  Robert  Stevenson  s  :  John  Nesbit,.  James 

Naylor,  William  Mitchell. 
Bedford  County,  at  the  usual  place:  Samuel  Davidson, 

James  Anderson,  William  Todd. 

Northumberland  County,  at  George  Mc  Candlish's :  Tho- 
mas Hewit,  William  Shaw,  Joseph  Green. 

Westmoreland  County. — First  division,  at  Spark's  Fort: 
George  Wilson,  John  Kile,  Robert  McConnell. 

Second  division,  at  Hanna'sTown :  James  Barr,  John  Moore, 
Clement  McGeary. 

Northampton  County. — First  division,  at  Easton :  Abra- 
ham Beriin,  Jesse  Jones,  Jonas  Hartzell. 

Second  division,  at  AUenstoivn  :  John  Gerhart,  David  Desh- 
ler,  George  Breinig. 

Third  division,  at  Peter  Anthony's :  Simon  Driesbach,  Nei- 
gel  Gray,  Peter  Anthony. 

Fourth  division,  at  Nicholas  Dupue's:  Robert  Levers,  Ni- 
cholas Dupue,  Jacobus  Vangarder. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Rush,  the  Chairman,  Colonel  Hill, 
and  Colonel  Smith,  prepare  a  draft  of  an  Address  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Province,  and  report  to  the  Conference. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  Messrs.  Bayard,  Bird,  and 
Smith,  be  appointed  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  desire  a  copy  of  all 
Orders  given  to  Captain  Samuel  Davidson  since  his  appoint- 
ment as  principal  Commander  of  the  Navy  of  this  Province, 
to  be  laid  before  this  Conference. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
said  Convention  to  choose  and  appoint  Delegates  or  Depu- 
ties to  represent  this  Province  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Colonies,  and  also  a  Council  of  Safety  to  exercise  the 
whole  of  the  Executive  powers  of  Government,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  military  defence  and  safety  of  the  Province ; 
and  to  make  such  allowance  for  the  services  of  the  said 
Delegates  and  Council  of  Safety,  respectively,  as  shall  be 
reasonable.  Which  said  Delegates  and  Council  of  Safety 
are  to  continue  for  six  months,  unless  a  new  Government 
shall  be  formed  within  that  time,  in  which  case  their  ap- 
pointment is  to  cease. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

Sunday,  June  2.S,  1776,  P.  M. 

The  Conference  met. 

The  gentlemen  appointed  to  prepare  a  draft  of  an  Ad- 
dress to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  delivered  at  the 
table  a  draft ;  which  was  read. 

On  motion,  that  divers  Resolutions  of  Congress,  of  3d 
and  4th  days  of  June  instant,  requiring  ten  thousand  of  the 
Militia  of  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Government  of 
the  Counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  upon  Dela- 
tvare,  and  the  Colony  of  Maryland,  be  raised  to  foim  a  Fly- 
ing Camp,  be  read,  the  same  were  lead  accordingly,  and  are 
in  the  words  following,  viz : 

"  In  Congress,  June  3. — Resolved,  That  a  Flying  Camp 
be  immediately  established  in  the  Middle  Colonies,  and  that 
it  consist  of  ten  thousand  men. 

"To  complete  which  number.  Resolved,  That  the  Co- 
lony of  Pennsylvania  be  re<|uested  to  furnish  of  the  Mi- 
litia,   6,000 

"Maryland, 3,400 

"Delaware  Government,  -----..      600 

10,000" 

"June  4th,  1776. — Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  Colonies  request- 
ed to  supply  or  furnish  Militia  by  the  Resolutions  of  yester- 
day, to  take  particular  care  that  the  Militias  come  provided 
with  arms,  accoutrements,  and  camp-kettles. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary," 
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"  That  three  Provincial  Brigadiers-General  be  employed 
for  the  Flying  Camp — two  from  Pennsylvania  and  one  from 
Maryland.  Tiiat  the  said  Brigadiers-General  be  appointed 
by  tiie  respective  Colonies  above-mentioned.  That  the 
Flying  Camp  be  under  the  command  of  such  Continental 
General  Officers  as  the  Commander-in-Chief  shall  direct. 
That  the  Militia,  when  in  service,  be  regularly  paid  and 
victualled  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Continental  Troops. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Militia  be  engaged  to  the  first  day 
of  December  next,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress. 

"  That  the  pay  of  the  Militia  commence  from  the  day  of 
their  marching  from  home,  and  that  they  be  allowed  one  pen- 
ny a  mile,  lawful  money,  in  lieu  of  rations,  for  travelling  ex- 
penses, and  one  day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles  between 
home  and  the  general  rendezvous,  going  and  returning. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  a  Resolution  of  the  Assembly 
of  this  Province,  of  June  14th  instant,  in  consequence  of  the 
foregoing  requisition  of  Congress,  be  read ;  and  the  same  was 
read  accordingly. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  viz : 

"In  Assembly,  June  14, 1776. — Resolved,  by  the  Mem- 
bers of  Assembly  now  met.  That  they  are  earnestly  desirous 
of  carrying  into  execution  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  of 
the  1st  instant ;  but  that  as  they  despair,  after  repeated  dis- 
appointments, of  procuring  a  quorum  of  the  House,  they 
find  themselves  unable  at  this  time  to  proceed  on  said  Re- 
solutions. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

"  Abel  Evans,  Clerk." 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  copy  of  a  Minute  from 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Pro- 
vince, entered  on  the  Journal  of  this  Conference  on  Satur- 
day last,  be  read ;  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Conference  that  the  six  thou- 
sand Militia  required  of  this  Colony  by  Congress,  and 
agreed  by  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  to  be  raised,  are 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the 
Thirteen  United  Colonies :  And  whereas  it  appears  that  the 
requisition  of  Congress  was  made  to  the  Colony  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  that  the  same  cannot  be  complied  with  by  the 
Assembly  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Province ;  and 
that  unless  this  Conference  (being  the  only  representative 
body  of  this  Colony  that  can  at  this  time  with  propriety  in- 
terpose in  this  business)  undertake  to  accomplish  the  desires 
of  the  Congress,  and  of  the  Assembly  in  the  premises,  the 
aforesaid  Flying  Camp  cannot  be  raised  in  due  time ;  and 
the  liberties  and  safety  of  this  Province  as  well  as  of  the 
other  Colonies,  may  be  thereby  endangered :  And  whereas 
the  Militia  of  this  Province  at  first  associated  hy  the  ad- 
vice and  under  the  authority  of  the  Committees  of  Inspec- 
tion and  Observation  of  the  City  and  the  several  Counties  : 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  Conference  do  recom- 
mend to  the  Committees  and  Associatore  of  this  Province 
to  imbody  four  thousand  five  hundred  of  the  Militia,  which, 
with  the  fifteen  hundred  men  now  in  the  pay  of  this  Pro- 
vince, will  be  the  quota  of  this  Colony  required  by  Con- 
gress. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  Messrs.  Hill,  Gumey,  Hart, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  Cunningham,  Gray,  McAlister,  Mc- 
Clean,  Espy,  Cook,  and  Perry,  be  a  Committee  to  devise 
ways  and  means  for  raising  the  said  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men,  and  to  inquire  into  all  matters  necessary  to  fit  them 
for  taking  the  field. 

On  motion,  unanimously  Ordered,  That  the  Chairman, 
Dr.  Rush,  and  Colonel  Smith,  be  a  Committee  to  draft  a 
Resolution  declaring  the  sense  of  the  Conference  with  re- 
spect to  an  Independence  of  this  Province  on  the  Crown 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  report  to-morrow 
morning. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  it  be  recommended  to  Com- 
modore Samuel  Davidson,  and  to  the  Captains  of  the  Row- 
Galleys,  8ic.,  to  forbear  to  take  any  steps  which  may  in- 
volve the  Fleet  in  confusion  ;  and  that  they  wait  the  result 
of  an  interview  which  this  Conference  intend  to  propose  to 
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the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  that  Messrs.  Blewer,  Levis, 
Bird,  Lollcr,  and  Colhoon,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  those 
gentlemen  on  board  their  vessels  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety  reported  that  they  had  waited  on 
George  Chjmer,  Esq.,  according  to  order,  and  had  delivered 
the  message  they  had  in  charge,  and  that  he  said  he  would 
immediately  call  the  Committee,  and  give  an  answer  this 
afternoon. 

The  draft  of  an  Address,  fee,  was,  by  order,  read  a  se- 
cond time ;  and  being  considered  and  amended,  was  agreed 
to  unanimously,  and  is  in  the  following  words : 

"  The  Address  of  the  Deputies  from  the  Committees  of  Penn- 
sylvania, assembled,  in  Provincial  Conference,  June  22 : 
"  To  THE  People  of  Pennsylvania. 

"  Friends  and  Countrymen  :  In  obedience  to  the  pow- 
er we  derived  from  you,  we  have  fixed  upon  a  mode  of 
electing  a  Convention  to  form  a  Government  for  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania,  under  the  authority  of  the  People. 

"  Divine  Providence  is  about  to  grant  you  a  favour  which 
few  people  have  ever  enjoyed  before,  the  privilege  of  choos- 
ing Deputies  to  form  a  Government  under  which  you  are 
to  live.  We  need  not  inform  you  of  the  importance  of  the 
trust  you  are  about  to  commit  to  them.  Your  liberty,  safety, 
happiness,  and  everything  that  posterity  will  hold  dear  to 
them,  to  the  end  of  time,  will  depend  upon  their  delibera- 
tions. It  becomes  you,  therefore,  to  choose  such  persons 
only  to  act  for  you  in  the  ensuing  Convention  as  are  dis- 
tinguished for  wisdom,  integrity,  and  a  firm  attachment  to 
the  liberties  of  this  Province,  as  well  as  to  the  liberties  of 
the  United  Colonies  in  general. 

"  In  order  that  your  Deputies  may  know  your  sentiments 
as  fully  as  possible  upon  the  subject  of  Government,  we 
beg  that  you  would  convey  to  them  your  wishes  and  opinions 
upon  that  head  immediately  after  their  election. 

"  We  have  experienced  an  unexpected  unanimity  in  our 
councils,  and  we  have  the  pleasure  of  observing  a  growing 
unanimity  among  the  people  of  the  Province.  We  beg 
that  this  brotherly  spirit  may  be  cultivated,  and  that  you 
would  remember  that  the  present  unsettled  state  of  the  Pro- 
vince requires  that  you  should  show  forbearance,  charity, 
and  moderation  towards  each  other.  We  beg  that  you 
would  endeavour  to  remove  the  prejudices  of  the  weak  and 
ignorant  respecting  the  proposed  change  in  our  Government, 
and  assure  them  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  secure  pro- 
perty, liberty,  and  the  sacred  rights  of  conscience,  to  every 
individual  in  the  Province. 

"  The  season  of  the  year  and  the  exigencies  of  our  Co- 
lony require  despatch  in  the  formation  of  a  regular  Govern- 
ment. You  will  not,  therefore,  be  surprised  at  our  fixing 
the  day  for  the  election  of  Deputies  so  early  as  the  8th  of 
next  July. 

"  We  wish  you  success  in  your  attempts  to  establish  and 
perpetuate»your  liberties,  and  pray  God  to  take  you  under 
his  special  protection. 

"  Signed  by  unanimous  order  of  the  Conference : 

"  Thomas  McKean,  President." 

Colonel  Roberdeau  and  Mr.  Parker,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  delivered  in  at  the  table  a  Letter  from  George 
Clymer,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  said  Committee,  enclosing  the 
Instructions  given  to  Captain  Davidson  by  that  Committee. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  Members. 

Monday,  June  24,  A.  M. 
The  Conference  met  according  to  adjournment ;  but  many 
of  the  Members  being  on  Committees,  the  Conference  ad- 
journed to  three  o'clock,  this  afternoon. 

June  24,  1776,  P.  M. 

The  Conference  met. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  brought  in  a 
draft  of  a  Declaration  on  the  subject  of  the  Independence 
of  this  Colony  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  read,  by  special  order.  The  same  was  read 
a  second  time,  and,  being  fully  considered,  it  was,  with  the 
greatest  unanimity  of  all  the  Members,  agreed  to  and  adopt- 
ed, and  is  in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

"  Whereas,  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain, 
&ic.,  in  violation  of  the  principles  of  the  British  Constitu- 
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disagreeable,  especially  as  he  has  borne  little  or  no  part  in 
training  up  the  service,  and  bringing  it  to  a  perfection  which 
has  convinced  tiie  publick  of  its  great  utility  in  defending 
the  Province  against  the  attacks  of  the  enemy,  and  as  lie 
had  not  the  least  share  in  the  late  engagements  with  the 
enemy's  ships  of  war:  They  do,  therefore,  warmly  remon- 
strate against  any  such  appointment,  and  declare  to  this 
Board  that  they  will  not  submit  to  it,  nor  will  they  obey 
any  Commander  so  irregularly  set  over  them.  And  lest  this 
Board  should  imagine  that  your  Remonstrants  intend  to  re- 
sign their  conmiissions  in  case  such  an  appointment  should 
take  place,  they  would  inform  this  Board  that,  as  the  safety 
of  their  country  appears  to  require  it,  they  mean  to  con- 
tinue in  the  service,  and  to  appeal  to  the  justice  of  their 
country  ;  and  they  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  obtaining 
ample  redress  from  that  publick  which  it  has  ever  been 
their  greatest  glory  to  serve  with  fidelity.  They  do  further 
remonstrate  against  any  appointment  of  Marine  Officers  to 
command  the  Row-Galleys  now  on  the  stocks,  seeing  they 
are  built  upon  a  larger  and  better  construction,  as  this  Board 
must  know  that  it  is  equally  contrary  to  custom  and  the 
laws  of  war,  and  tending  to  fix  a  stigma  upon  the  elder 
Commanders  without  showing  reason  therefor,  and  thereby 
holding  up  to  the  publick  suspicions  of  their  want  of  abili- 
ties. Your  Remonstrants  conceive  that  the  line  of  appoint- 
ment is  plain  and  easy,  and  can  never  be  deviated  from  with- 
out manifest  injury  to  the  charactei-s  of  those  over  whose 
heads  the  appointment  is  made :  they  do,  therefore,  object 
to  all  such  appointments ;  and,  as  they  wish  not  to  be  trou- 
blesome to  this  Board,  they  conclude  with  requesting  that, 
whatever  fate  their  Remonstrance  may  meet  with,  this  Board 
would  be  kind  enough  forthwith  to  inform  them  of  what  they 
mean  to  do  in  the  matter,  that  your  Remonstrants  rnay  have 
it  in  their  power  to  pursue  that  line  of  conduct  which  shall 
enable  them  to  obtain  from  their  country  that  justice  which 
may  be  denied  them  by  this  Board. 
Signed  for  and  by  order  of  the  whole : 

H.  Dougherty, 
John  Rice, 
John  Hamilton. 
Philadelphia,  Jane  18,  1776. 


NEW-JERSEY  CONVENTION  TO  PRESIDENT  OP  CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  19,  1776.] 
Provincial  Congress  of  New-Jersey,  Burlington,  ? 
June  18,  1776.      5 

Our  Colony  has,  of  late,  been  alarmed  with  sundry  at- 
tempts of  disaffected  persons  to  create  disturbances.  The 
Proclamation  of  William  Franklin,  our  late  Governour,  for 
calling  together  the  Assembly,  is  one  of  those  which  we  have 
thought  deserving  the  most  serious  attention.  Enclosed  we 
have  sent  a  copy  of  certain  resolves,  which  we  have  thought 
necessary  to  pass  on  the  occasion,  together  with  a  copy  of 
our  instructions  to  Colonel  Heard. 

We  this  minute  received,  by  express  from  Colonel  Heard, 
a  letter,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  We  have  ordered 
Mr.  Franklin  down  to  this  place  under  guard,  and  now  beg 
leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  whether  it 
would  not  be  for  the  general  good  of  the  United  Colonies 
that  Mr.  Franklin  should  be  removed  to  some  other  Colony. 
Congress  will  easily  see  the  reasons  of  this  application,  as 
Mr.  Franklin,  we  presume,  would  be  capable  of  doing  less 
mischief  in  Connecticut  or  Pennsyhania  than  in  l^ew- Jersey. 
Whatever  advice  Congress  may  think  proper  to  give  us  we 
shall  be  glad  to  receive,  and  would  further  intimate  that  the 
countenance  and  approbation  of  the  Continental  Congress 
would  satisfy  some  persons  who  might  otherwise  be  disposed 
to  blame  us.  The  enclosed  printed  papers  will  show  what 
steps  we  have  taken  with  respect  to  the  Militia. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant. 
By  order  of  Congress : 

Samuel  Tucker,  President. 
To  President  Hancock. 

Proceedings  of  Convention  q/"  New-Jersey  respecting  the 
apprehending  William  Franklin,  Esq.,  late  Governour 
of  that  Colony. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-Jersey, ') 
June  U,  1776.      3 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  the  Pro- 
clamation of  William  Franklin,  Esq.,  late  Governour  of 


New- Jersey,  bearing  date  on  the  30tli  day  of  May  last,  in 
the  name  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  appointing  a  meet- 
ing of  the  General  Assembly  to  be  held  on  the  30th  day  of 
this  instant,  June,  ought  not  to  be  obeyed. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  the  said 
JVilliam  Franklin,  Esq.,  by  such  his  Proclamation,  has  acted 
in  direct  contempt  and  violation  of  the  Resolve  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  of  the  15th  day  oi  May  last. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  the  said 
William  Franklin,  Esq.,  has  discovered  himself  to  be  an 
enemy  to  the  liberties  of  this  country,  and  that  measures 
ought  to  be  immediately  taken  for  securing  the  person  of 
the  said  JiWiam  Franklin,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  all  pay- 
ments of  money  on  account  of  salary  or  otherwise  to  the  said 
lVillia7n  Franklin,  Esq.,  as  Governour,  ought  from  hence- 
forth to  cease,  and  that  the  Treasurer  or  Treasurers  of  this 
Province  shall  account  for  the  moneys  in  their  hands  to  this 
Congress,  or  to  the  future  Legislature  of  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  order  issue  to  Colonel  Na- 
thaniel Heard,  of  Middlesex  County  : 

"The  Provincial  Congress  of  iVcti-- Jersey, reposino-  great 
confidence  in  your  zeal  and  prudence,  have  thought  fit  to 
entrust  to  your  care  the  execution  of  the  enclosed  Resolves. 
It  is  the  desire  of  Congress  that  this  necessary  business  be 
conducted  with  all  the  delicacy  and  tenderness  which  the, 
nature  of  the  business  can  possibly  admit.  For  this  end, 
you  will  find  among  the  papers  the  form  of  a  written  Parole, 
in  which  there  is  left  a  blank  space  for  you  to  fill  up,  at  the 
choice  of  Mr.  Franklin,  with  the  name  of  Princeton,  Bor- 
dentoton,  or  his  own  fann  at  Rancocus.  When  he  shall 
have  signed  the  Parole,  the  Congress  will  rely  upon  his 
honour  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  engagements;  but 
should  he  refuse  to  sign  the  Parole,  you  are  desired  to  put 
him  under  strong  guard,  and  keep  him  in  close  custody  until 
the  further  orders  of  this  Congress.  Whatever  expense  may 
be  necessary  for  this  service  will  be  cheerfully  defrayed  by 
the  Congress.  We  refer  to  your  discretion  what  means  to 
use  for  that  purpose ;  and  you  have  full  power  and  autho- 
rity to  take  to  your  aid  whatever  force  you  may  require." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Heard: 

"Amboy,  June  17,  1776. 

"Sir:  Agreeable  to  an  order  and  resolve  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  lately  sent  to  me,  I  this  morning,  with  Major 
Deare,  went  to  Governour  Franklin,  and  desired  him  to 
comply  with  the  order  of  Congress,  and  sign  the  Parole  sent 
me,  which  he  absolutely  refused  to  do,  and  forbade  me,  at  my 
peril,  to  carry  the  order  into  execution.  We  then  left  the 
Govemour's  house,  and  ordered  a  company  of  Militia,  which 
were  in  readiness,  to  attend,  and  have  placed  a  guard  of 
about  sixty  men  at  and  around  his  house.  I  expect  he  will 
persist  in  refusing  to  comply,  and  therefore  send  this  per  ex- 
press, and  beg  the  further  directions  of  Congress  respecting 
this  matter  as  soon  as  possible  by  return  of  the  bearer,  and 
shall  act  accordingly. 

"  I  am,  in  great  haste,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"Nathaniel  Heard. 

"  To  Samuel  Tucker,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, New-Jersey." 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-Jersey,  Burlington,  5 
June  18,  1776.      5 

Ordered,  unanimously.  That  a  copy  of  the  following  Let- 
ter, signed  by  the  President,  be  sent  to  Colonel  Heard: 

"  Sir  :  It  is  the  desire  of  Congress  that  you  immediately 
bring  JVilliam  Franklin,  Esq.,  to  this  place,  under  such 
guard  as  you  may  think  sufficient." 

True  copies :  William  Patterson,  Secretary. 


SAMUEL   tucker  TO   PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  20,  1 776.] 

Burlington,  New-Jersej',  June  18,  1776. 

Sir:  Some  time  in  March  last,  by  order  of  our  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  I  sent,  by  Messrs.  Livingston  and  De  Hart, 
some  counterfeit  bills  of  Continental  currency,  done,  as 
appeared  by  the  affidavits  accompanying  the  same,  by  a 
woman  and  her  husband,  then  confined  in  Morris  County 
jail.     The  Representatives  of  that  County  having  informed 
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our  Convention  that  the  said  woman  and  her  husband  still 
remain  in  confinement,  that  they  are  very  poor,  and  are  sup- 
ported by  the  County,  I  am,  therefore,  directed  by  our  Con- 
vention to  apply  to  you  for  direction  what  Congress  intend 
shall  be  furtiier  done  with  those  poor  wretches — whether 
they  be  detained  in  jail,  or  what  further  punishment  they 
may  have  subjected  themselves  to.  Your  answer  will  oblige 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Samuel,  Tucker. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


COURT    OF    INQUIRY    ON    CAPTAIN    COPP. 

At  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  held  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Mon- 
tagnie,  on  the  18th  day  of  June,  1776,  to  examine  into  the 
conduct  of  Captain  Copp,  upon  complaint  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Zedwitz,  for  assaulting  and  striking  him : 

Present:  Colonel  Nixon,  President. 
Members : 
Colonel  McDougall,  Lieut.  Colonel  Weisenfels, 

Colonel  Webb,  Major  Colborn, 

Lieut.  Colonel  Hall,  Major  Tattle. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Nixon, 

For  want  of  evidence,  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-mor- 
row morning. 

The  Court  met,  according  to  adjournment,  at  ten  o'clock, 
on  the  19th.    Present,  the  same  Members  as  yesterday. 

The  Court  unanimously  agreed  (upon  hearing  the  parties 
and  witnesses)  that  Captain  Copp  was  not  guilty  of  assault- 
ing Colonel  Zedwitz ;  and  the  parties  have  agreed  to  com- 
promise the  matter. 

It  appeared  in  the  course  of  the  examination  of  the  dis- 
pute between  Colonel  Zedioitz  and  Captain  Copp,  that  insi- 
nuations of  cowardice  had  been  thrown  out  by  Colonel 
Zedwitz  against  Captain  Copp  relative  to  his  conduct  in  the 
attempt  of  storming  Quebeck,  on  the  3lst  of  December  last. 
The  charge  appears  to  the  Court  to  be  groundless,  and  to 
have  originated  from  a  mistake  of  Colonel  Zedwitz,  for  which 
he  has  expressed  his  sorrow  to  Captain  Copp,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Court,  and  which  is  satisfactory  to  Captain 
Copp.  John  Nixon,  President. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 

Albany,  June  18,  1776. 

Sir:  The  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  having 
ordered  four  battalions  of  Militia  to  be  sent  from  your  Pro- 
vince into  Canada,  I  do,  in  obedience  to  his  Excellency 
General  Washington's  commands,  signify  to  you  the  route 
I  wish  them  to  take. 

You  will  please  to  order  them  to  march  by  the  most  di- 
rect road  to  Skenesborough,  where  they  will  find  boats  to 
convey  them  to  St.  Johns ;  the  baggage  to  be  sent  by  this 
place  to  Fort  George,  and  thence  to  Ticonderoga,  under  an 
officer's  guard,  where  the  troops  will  halt  and  take  it  in. 

You  will  please  to  send  an  officer  before  they  march,  to 
acquaint  me  on  what  day  they  will  probably  reach  Skenes- 
borough,  that  I  may  give  the  necessary  orders  for  supplying 
them  with  batteaus.  Sic. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Honourable  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief 

of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER    TO    MESHECH    WEARE. 

Albany,  June  18,  1776. 

Sir:  The  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  having 
ordered  two  battalions  of  Militia  to  be  sent  from  New- 
Hampshire  to  reinforce  the  Army  in  Canada,  I  do,  in  obe- 
dience to  General  Washington's  commands,  signify  to  you 
the  route  I  wish  them  to  take. 

You  will  please  to  order  them  to  march  by  the  most  di- 
rect road  either  to  Onion  River  or  to  Crown  Point;  the  dif- 
ference in  the  water  conveyance  will  make  no  great  odds ; 
the  goodness  of  the  roads,  and  the  greater  length  of  the 
inarch  to  the  one  or  the  other  place  is,  therefore,  chiefly  to 
be  considered.  I  am  not  able  to  point  out  which  is  best, 
and  you  will  be  able  to  inform  yourself  much  better,  and 


give  the  orders,  as  you  shall  judge  most  advantageous  for 
the  service. 

You  will  please  to  send  me  an  officer  express  to  advise 
me  of  the  day  on  which  they  will  probably  arrive  at  Lake 
Champlain,  and  at  what  place,  that  I  may  give  the  neces- 
sary orders  for  furnishing  batteaus.  ' 

A  very  great  part  of  Colonel  Bedel's  Regiment  is  desert- 
ed ;  I  hope  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  inhabitants  to  ap- 
prehend them,  and  beg  you  will  give  the  necessary  orders 
for  it. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Honourable  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief 

of  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire. 


CONNECTICUT  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety,  at 
Hartford,  June  18,  1776: 

Present :  His  Honour  the  Governour,  the  Deputy -Govern- 
our, William  Williams,  R.  Law,  T.  Hosther,  B.  Huntington. 
Esquires. 

On  Application  of  Mr.  Moseley: 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  Elderkin  &/■  Wales's 
Fowder-Mill  for  two  hundred  pounds  of  Powder,  in  favour 
of  Timothy  Strong,  Selectman  of  Woodbury,  to  be  paid  at 
such  price  as  shall  be  fixed  by  this  Board,  thirty-eight  j)ounds 
of  which  Powder  had  been  lent  by  said  Town  for  publick 
use",  and  to  be  considered. 

(Order  given.     Delivered  Esquire  Moseley.) 

Voted,  That  an  Order  of  £400  be  drawn  in  favour  of  Jo6 
Winslow,  to  be  accounted  for  on  his  Bill,  for  building  the 
Row-Galley  Crane,  at  East-Haddam,  Uc. 

(Order  given.    Delivered  said  Winslow.) 

Dismissed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour,  fee,  at  Hartford,  Wed- 
nesday, June  19,  1776: 

Present:  His  Honour  the  Governour,  Honourable  Depu- 
ty-Governour  Griswold,  Colonel  E.  Dyre,  Colonel  Jabez 
Huntington,  William  Williams,  Richard  Latv,  Jedediah 
Elderkin,  Benjamin  Huntington,  Titus  Hosmer,  Williatn 
Hillhouse,  Esquires. 

On  motion,  &tc..  Voted,  An  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay- 
Table  for  Captain  Uriah  Hay  den,  for  the  sum  of  £400,  to 
be  accounted  for  on  his  Bill,  for  building  the  Colony  Ship 
built  by  him,  &c.,  to  be  settled  on  his  Account  for  said 
service. 

(Order  given.     Delivered  Captain  Shipnian.)  ' 

Voted,  An  Order  to  be  drawn  in  favour  of  James  Tilley, 
in  so  far  payment  of  his  Bill  for  Rigging,  &;c.,  bought  by  him 
for  the  use  of  the  Colony,  the  sum  of  £700,  to  be  setded 
on  his  Bill  or  Account  of  such  supplies. 

(Order  delivered  Mr.  Tilley.) 

Appointed  Ebenezer  Peck  Second  Lieutenant,  and  as 
Lieutenant  of  Marines,  under  Captain  Mc  Cleave,  for  the 
Whiting  Galley. 

Appointed  William  Plymate  Master  of  said  Galley. 

Appointed  Amos  Stanton^econA  Lieutenant, and  as  Lieu- 
tenant of  Marines  on  board  the  Galley  Shark,  at  Norwich. 

Appointed  William  Wilber  Master  of  said  Galley. 

Allowed  and  voted,  That  the  Marines  on  board  the  Ves- 
sels and  Galleys  finding  themselves  a  Gun  and  Cartouch- 
box,  shall  be  allowed  six  shillings  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  four  of  the  Colony  Cannon  now  in  the 
custody  of  Colonel  Jonathan  Fitch,  at  New-Haven,  and 
taken  from  the  Minerva,  and  proportion  of  Shot,  and  about 
twelve  Canister-Shot,  be  delivered  Captain  McCleave,  for 
the  use  of  the  Galley  M'Tiiting. 

Order  given,  and  delivered  said  McCleave;  and  that  Cap- 
tain McCleave  receive,  also,  twenty-five  pqtmds  of  Powder 
of  Colonel  Fitch. 

Voted,  Tliat  the  residue  of  the  Colony  Cannon  at  New- 
Haven  be  placed,  for  the  present,  in  the  Fort  at  Black- 
Rock,  in  the  care  of  Captain  Thompson ;  and  the  two  at 
said  Town  without  carriages,  be  mounted ;  and  that  Cap- 
tain Thompson  take  care  to  have  it  done  in  a  prudent,  rea^ 
sonable  manner.  ..Jicv 

(Order  given,  and  delivered  G.  Thompson.)       ^am  ovtd 
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Voted,  That  Captain  Thompson  be  enabled  to  build  a 
cheap  Barrack  neskr  Black- Rock,  for  the  use  of  the  Com- 
pany there,  employing  his  own  men  to  do  the  labour,  and  to 
expend  lor  Timber,  Boards,  and  Nails,  k,c.,  not  exceeding 
£■25. 

(Order  given  accordingly.) 

Allowed  an  Account  of  Captain  Thompson's  for  many 
sundries  of  Timber,  Plank,  Rum,  Sic,  for  and  about  build- 
ing the  Fort,  &.C.,  to  the  amount  of  £74  10*.  8rf. 

(Order  given.     Delivered  said  Thompson.) 

And  also  Voted,  An  Order  for  Mr.  James  Rice,  for  £200, 
to  be  accounted  for  on  settlement  of  his  Account,  for  sundry 
services  about  tiie  Galley,  &.c.     (Order  given.) 

Dismissed.  

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour,  Stc,  at  Hartford,  June 

20,  1776: 

Present:  His  Honour  the  Governour,  the  Honourable 
Deputy-Governour,  E.  Dyre,  Jabez  Huntington,  William 
Williams,  Richard  Law,  Titm  Hosmer,  B.  Huntington, 
Jedediah  Huntington,  Esquires. 

Voted,  That  six  tons  of  nine-pound  Shot  be  cast  at  the 
Furnace  at  Salisbury. 

That  two  and  a  lialf  tons  of  one  and  one-and-a-half-pound 
Shot,  sorted  to  the  Swivels,  be  also  cast. 

That  the  Pigs  cast  there  lie  undisposed  of  for  the  present. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Tinker,  of  the  Crane  galley,  pro- 
ceed directly  for  New-London. 

Settled  the  Account  of  Colonel  Sears ;  having  before  al- 
lowed, (as  per  page  129,)  £776  '6s.  6d.,  which,  being  a 
partial  account,  the  remainder,  being  £197  I4s.  6d.,  is  now 
allowed,  and  ordered  to  be  drawn  for,  his  whole  Account 
being  £1298  lOs.  8d.,  York  money,  equal  to  £973  18*., 
lawful  money;  the  rest,  being  in  lawful  money  £197  lis. 
6d.,  as  above,  now  allowed,  and  order  drawn. 

An  Account  of  Colonel  Jonathan  Fitch,  for  sundry  pur- 
chases for  Stores,  Sic,  for  the  Brig  Defence,  had  been  laid 
and  referred  to  a  sub-Committee,  and  examined,  amounting 
to  £640  5s.  lid.,  he  having  before  received  of  the  Trea- 
surer £500  ;  the  balance  is  now  allowed,  and  ordered  to  be 
drawn  for,  being  £140  5s.  lid. 

(Order  drawn,  and  delivered  said  Fitch  at  Hartford.) 

Dismissed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour,  &c.,  at  Hartford,  June 

21,  1776: 

Present:  His  Honour  the  Governour,  the  Honourable 
Depuly-Governour,  Colonel  Dyre,  Colonel  Huntington, 
William  Williams,  and  Richard  Law,  Esquires. 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  Colonel  Pitkin's 
Powder-Mill  for  two  hundred  pounds  of  Powder,  in  favour 

of  the  Selectmen  of ,  they  to  account  with  the 

Governour  and  Council,  for  Colony  use,  at  such  price  as 
said  Governour  and  Council  shall  affix. 

(An  Order  given.) 

Dismissed. 


THOMAS    RICHARDSON    TO    COMMODORE    HOPKINS. 

New-London,  June  18,  17T6. 

Sir  :  I  came  to  this  place  on  Sunday  evening,  and  was 
much  surprised  to  learn  that  Mr.  Hollingstvorth  had  not  re- 
turned from  Hartford,  where  he  went  on  Thursday  last  to 
demand  the  cannon  of  Governour  Trumbull,  in  consequence 
of  the  order  of  Congress.  When  he  saw  his  Honour,  he 
could  not  obtain  the  cannon  until  the  Assembly  met,  which 
was  appointed  on  Saturday.  When  they  met,  they  could 
not  come  to  any  determination  until  the  western  post  ar- 
rived, by  whom  they  expected  an  answer  from  Congress  to 
the  remonstrance  they  sent  forward  in  consequence  of  the 
first  demand  we  made  when  we  presented  your  order.  The 
post  came  in  without  any  answer,  and  on  Sunday  evening 
they  determined  to  send  six  of  the  heaviest  cannon,  and  de- 
tain the  remainder  until  they  should  hear  the  fate  of  their 
remonstrance.  We  have  shipped  the  six  cannon  on  board 
of  a  vessel  of  Mr.  Shaw's,  which  the  Governour  gave  us  an 
order  for,  and  are  now  preparing  to  get  part  of  our  way  to- 
wards York  this  evening.  I  am  much  afraid  the  delays  we 
have  met  with,  and  at  last  being  obliged  to  return  with  little 


better  than  half  of  our  errand,  will  be  as  disagreeable  to 
those  that  sent  us  as  to  ourselves ;  but  as  we  are  not  con- 
scious of  neglecting  any  part  of  our  duty,  we  hope  to  meet 
the  approbation  of  our  employers.  We  learn  by  some  ves- 
sels which  left  this  port  on  Sunday  evening,  that  there  is  a 
sloop  tender  cruising  off  Montauk  Point,  which  was  the 
occasion  of  their  putting  back  again.  We  make  no  doubt 
but  you  have,  or  will  forward  the  Fly,  as  soon  as  you  possi- 
bly can,  consistently  with  safety,  as  we  shall  wait  with  the 
greatest  impatience  in  York  for  her  arrival.  Congress  have 
demanded  of  this  Colony  seven  thousand  troops  to  be  raised 
immediately,  in  consequence  of  information  that  an  attempt 
is  to  be  made  on  New-  York  by  the  British  troops  in  a  very 
few  days;  this  ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  hurry  the  cannon, 
that,  in  case  they  cannot  be  got  further,  they  may  be  appro- 
priated to  the  defence  of  that  place  in  the  present  emer- 
gency. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  regard,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Richardson. 
To  Commodore  Esek  Hopkins. 


COMMODORE  HOPKINS  TO  CAPTAIN  WHIPPLE. 

Providence,  June  18,  1776. 

Sin:  I  have  received  advice  that  the  British  ships  are 
driven  out  of  Boston  Bay.  I  think  that  harbour  the  safest 
to  send  any  prizes  you  may  take  anywhere  to  the  eastward 
of  the  Shoals.  There  was  a  ship  and  a  brig  taken  by  the 
Connecticut  brig  and  four  schooners,  yesterday,  with  two 
hundred  and  ten  soldiers  on  board.  The  ship  had  ten  six- 
pounders,  and  fought  well.     I  am,  in  haste,  your  friend, 

EsEK  Hopkins. 
To  Abraham  Whipple,  Esq.,  Commander  of  the  Columbus. 


COMMODORE    HOPKINS    TO    CAPTAIN    JONES. 

Providence,  June  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  orders  that  you  proceed  to  Boston 
in  the  room  of  Newburyport.  You  are  to  make  all  the 
despatch  there  you  can.  The  ships  of  war  are  driven  out 
of  that  Bay,  and  I  believe  that  port  is  the  safest  to  send  in 
prizes  of  any  on  the  Continent.    I  am  your  friend, 

EsEK  Hopkins,  Com.  in  Chief. 

To  John  P.  Jones,  Esq.,  Commander  of  the  Providence ; 
Newport. 


COMMODORE    HOPKINS    TO    CAPTAIN    RIDDLE. 

Providence,  June  18,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  received  intelligence  that  the  British  ships 
are  driven  out  of  Boston  Bay,  and  that  two  transports  are 
taken  with  two  hundred  and  ten  soldiere  on  board.  I  think 
it  will  be  best,  if  you  should  take  any  prizes  eastward  of  the 
Shoals,  to  send  them  to  Boston. 

Should  the  Providence  not  get  to  Boston,  where  she  is 
ordered,  you  will  call  on  Mr.  Joh7i  Bradford,  and  take  a 
vessel  loaded  with  coal,  and  convoy  it  to  the  Capes  o(  Phi- 
ladelphia, or  into  the  river.     I  am  your  friend, 

Esek  Hopkins. 

To  Nicholas  Biddle,  Esq.,  Commander  of  the  Andrew 
Doria. 


commodore  HOPKINS  TO  JOHN  BRADFORD. 

Providence,  June  18,  1776. 

Sir:  1  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant.  I  had 
before  given  Captain  Jones,  of  the  Providence,  orders  to  sail 
for  Newburyport.  I  shall  send  an  express  immediately  to 
Newport,  if  she  is  not  sailed,  to  proceed  directly  to  Boston. 
There  being  no  coal  to  be  had  in  this  Government,  1  think 
it  will  be  best  to  bring  what  you  can  with  you. 

Please  to  send  a  line  to  Captain  Jones,  of  the  Providence, 
to  Newburyport,  to  come  to  Boston,  or  where  you  think 
best,  if  he  has  sailed  before  my  express  arrives  at  New- 
port. 

You  will  be  good  enough  to  supply  any  of  the  Continen- 
tal vessels  under  my  command  with  any  necessaries  they 
may  want. 

1  am,  with  great  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

EsEK  Hopkins. 

To  Mr.  John  Bradford,  Agent  for  the  Fleet  at  Boston. 
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MARYLAND    COUNCIL     OF     SAFKTY     TO     THE    COMMITTEE    OF 

OBSERVATION    FOR    WORCESTER    COUNTY. 
[No.  27.]  Annapolis,  June  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Mr.  Wallace,  and  sundry  other  gentlemen 
in  company,  are  about  to  set  up  and  carry  on  a  Salt  work 
on  the  seaboard  in  your  County.  It  is,  in  our  opinion,  a 
matter  of  so  much  consequence  to  the  publick  as  to  merit 
every  possible  encouragement ;  and  therefore  request  you 
to  forward  it,  by  giving  the  gentlemen  engaged  therein  your 
friendly  assistance.  We  are,  &.c. 
To  the  Committee  of  Observation  of  Worcester  County. 


president    of    congress    to    GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL. 

Philadelphia,  June  19,  1776. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  resolves  I  do  myself  the  honour  of 
transmitting,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Congress, 
and  beg  leave  to  request  your  immediate  attention  to  the 
same. 

The  Congress  approve  the  proposal  in  your  letter,  and 
join  in  opinion  with  you,  considering  the  very  critical  situa- 
tion of  our  affairs  in  Canada,  that  it  will  be  best  to  send  the 
two  battalions  into  that  Province,  although  they  were  not 
raised  with  a  view  to  that  department. 

The  late  act  of  your  Assembly  for  engaging  one-third  of 
the  Militia  on  the  sea-coast,  and  one-fourth  in  the  interior 
parts  of  your  Colony,  for  the  defence  of  your  own  and  the 
neighbouring  Colonies,  falls  far  short  of  the  object  Congress 
had  in  view  by  their  resolution  of  the  3d  of  June.  I  must, 
therefore,  request  you  will  adopt  such  measures  as  in  your 
judgment  will  be  most  likely  to  comply  with  their  requisi- 
tion of  that  date.  I  send  herewith  the  blank  commissions, 
to  be  filled  up  agreeably  to  the  resolve  of  Congress. 

I  am  to  request  that  you  will  deliver  to  the  Agent  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  the  cannon  and  trucks 
ordered  by  Congress  to  be  taken  from  thence ;  and  also  to 
inform  you  that  the  Congress  expect  this  resolution  will  be 
immediately  complied  with. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 

humble  servant,  t         tt  t»      •  ?    ^ 

'  John  Hancock,  rresident. 

To  the  Honourable  Governour  Trumbull,  Lebanon,  Con- 
necticut. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  June  19,  1776. 

Sir:  Since  my  letter  on  the  18th  instant,  I  have  nothing 
further  in  charge  from  Congress  that  particularly  relates  to 
yourself,  or  the  Army  immediately  under  your  command. 

I  have  written  to  the  Conventions  of  the  Jerseys  and 
New-  York,  and  to  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  resolve  enclosed  in  my  last,  and  have  pressed 
them  to  a  compliance  with  the  request  therein  contained. 

Mr.  Bedford,  who  is  appointed  Mustermaster-General,  I 
have  directed  to  repair  to  Head-Quarters  immediately,  and 
have  delivered  him  his  commission.  You  will  please  to  ap- 
point a  Deputy  Mustermaster-General  for  the  department  of 
Canada. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  of  writing  to  Governour  Trumbull 
by  this  conveyance,  and  transmitting  a  copy  of  sundry  re- 
solves respecting  his  Government.  I  also  forward  him 
blank  commissions. 

Your  several  favours  to  the  17th  instant  have  been  duly 
received,  and  are  at  this  time  before  Congress.  As  soon  as 
I  have  it  in  my  power,  I  shall,  with  particular  pleasure, 
transmit  the  result. 

The  carpentei-s,  mentioned  in  the  resolve  of  the  17th,  I 
shall  send  to  General  Schuyler  directly  from  this  city. 

The  enclosed  resolves  1  transmit,  to  which  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 


humble  servant, 


John  Hancock,  President. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  I  have  been  30  engaged  that  I  have  not  had  opportu- 
nity to  confer  with  the  other  Delegates  oi  Massachusetts  on 
the  subject  of  your  letter,  but  beg  leave  to  refer  the  matter 
to  you,  fully  convinced  that  you  will  send  such  officer  as 
will  effectually  execute  your  and  our  wish.  I  will  do  my- 
self the  honour  to  address  you  by  next  post. 


captain  CHARLES  POND  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Sloop  Schuyler,  Fire-Island,  June  19,  1776. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  his  Excellency  of  our 
taking  two  prizes — one  a  ship  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
burden,  the  other  a  sloop  of  thirty-five  tons,  bound  to  Sandy 
Hook ;  the  ship,  from  Glasgow,  with  one  company  of  the 
Forty -Second  Regiment,  was  taken  by  one  of  Admiral  Hop- 
kins's fleet,  who  took  the  soldiers  on  board,  and  sent  the 
ship  for  Rhode-Island.  Soon  after,  she  was  taken  by  the 
Cerberus  frigate,  and  sent  under  convoy  of  the  above  said 
sloop  for  Sandy  Hook.  Remaining  on  board  the  ship, 
five  commissioned  officers,  with  two  ladies  and  four  privates ; 
total  prisoners,  twenty.  Stores  on  board  ship  Crawford — 
thirteen  tierces  of  beef,  eleven  tierces  of  pork,  three  thousand 
weight  of  bread,  four  puncheons  of  rum,  one  hundred  bar- 
rels of  coal,  ten  firkins  of  butter,  and  one  cask  of  cheese. 
On  board  the  sloop — fifteen  casks  of  molasses,  two  chests 
of  dry  goods,  one  tierce  and  one  barrel  of  kegs  of  powder, 
one  case  of  flints,  and  some  saltpetre.  The  ship  is  part  of 
the  way  in  the  inlet,  but  at  present  is  aground.  Pray  send 
directions  about  the  prisoners,  as  1  am  short-handed. 

Charles  Pond,  Captain. 


GENERAL    SCOTT    TO    GARRET    ROORBACK. 

Nepp-York,  June  19,  1776. 
Mr.  Roorback:  I  have  just  received  information  that 
the  Westchester  Company  of  Colonel  Drake's  Regiment 
will  be  in  town  this  evening,  and  the  Colonel  has  prudently 
sent  notice  of  it,  that  quarters  and  subsistence  may  be  pro- 
vided for  them.  You  are  therefore  to  look  to  the  providing 
them  with  quarters,  and  to  wait  on  the  Commissary-General, 
to  whom  I  now  write,  respecting  their  subsistence. 

John  Morin  Scott,  Brig.  Gen. 
To  Mr.  Garret  Roorback,  Barrackmaster. 


KINGS    county    (nEW-YORK)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Kings  County,  June  19,  1776. 
Agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  the  Honourable  Provincial 
Congress,  for  raising  the  new  levies  of  troops,  was  nominated 
and  appointed,  Jaques  Rapelje,  Captain,  George  Carpenter, 
Second  Lieutenant. 
Copy  of  the  Minutes : 

John  Lefferts,  Chairman.- 

B.  Van  Brunt,  Col.  of  Kings  Co.  Reg. 


general    SCHUYLER    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  June  19,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Whilst  I  was  in  conference  with  the  Oneida 
Indians  who  returned  from  Canada,  I  received  a  letter  from 
General  Arnold,  and  another  from  Doctor  Stringer,  copy  of 
one  and  extract  of  the  other  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  en- 
close your  Excellency,  and  congratulate  you  on  the  success 
of  our  arms,  as  communicated  by  Dr.  Stringer.  I  could 
wish  he  had  been  more  explicit.  That  we  have  had  the 
advantage,  I  believe  admits  of  no  doubt,  as  Captain  Living- 
ston, my  Aid-de-camp,  who  is  at  Fort  George,  infonns  me 
that  a  Mr.  Hide  was  arrived,  who  gives  much  the  same  ac- 
count, but  adds  that  General  Thompson  had  been  on  the 
point  of  losing  his  batteaus,  as  a  party  of  the  enemy  had  been 
sent  to  seize  them. 

As  soon  as  we  had  finished  the  conference  with  the  In- 
dians I  returned  home,  intending  immediately  to  have  des- 
patched an  express  with  the  intelligence  communicated  aa 
above,  but  I  was  so  violently  attacked  by  the  fever  (and 
have  been  for  three  days  successively)  that  I  could  neither 
write  nor  dictate,  nor  hardly  read  your  Excellency's  favour 
of  the  16th,  which  was  then  delivered  me. 

The  return  alluded  to  in  mine  of  the  12th,  I  had  enclosed 
in  that  of  the  Uth  and  12th,  of  which  I  only  sent  you  a 
copy,  General  Wooster  having  taken  chafge  of  the  original, 
and  which  I  hope  has  come  to  hand. 

Mr.  Deane,  whom  I  sent  with  the  Message  to  invite  the 
Indians  to  a  conference,  is  returned  from  Oneida,  from 
whence  the  Message  and  belt  were  carried  on  to  the  other 
tribes  by  a  trusty  Oneida. 

The  batteaumen  of  three  batteaus,  who  got  off  when  the 
others  were  stopped  some  time  ago  upon  the  Mohawk  River 
by  the  Committee  ofTryon  County,  are  returned ;  they  were 
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not  permitted  to  go  farther  than  Niagara.  The  intelligence 
they  bring  is,.tliat,  as  soon  as  it  was  known  there  that  Sir 
John  Johnson  was  gone  off,  a  vessel,  with  twenty-five  bar- 
rels of  pork,  as  much  flour,  and  some  sugar  and  rum,  was 
desputcliwl  to  Oswcgatchie ;  that  tlic  commanding  officer 
declared  that  there  were  one  thousand  Indians  there,  chiefly 
of  the  Western  Nations ;  tliat  it  was  given  out  that  Butler 
intended  to  hold  a  conference  at  Oswego,  and  that  they  had 
plenty  of  provisions. 

As  these  batteaumen,  if  not  Tories,  were  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  Mr.  Ellis,  who  is  greatly  suspected  of  being  our 
enemy,  I  do  not  give  full  credit  to  what  they  say,  especially 
as  to  the  article  of  provisions  and  the  number  of  Indians, 
for  the  Oncidas  informed  Mr.  Deane  that  all  the  Six  Na- 
tions were  at  home  except  a  small  part  of  the  Senecas. 

I  had  already  anticipated  your  Excellency's  wish  that  I 
should  purchase  all  the  goods  1  could  got  at  this  place  and 
its  vicinity,  having  employed  proper  persons  the  very  day  I 
returned  from  Fort  George ;  but  the  difficulty  we  labour 
under  is  want  of  hard  money ;  for  some  of  the  merchants, 
especially  a  Mr.  Blake,  whom  I  have  mentioned  before, 
would  not  sell  a  good  assortment  he  had,  although  his  price 
was  not  disputed,  and  although  I  had  caused  him  to  be  in- 
formed that  I  had  entreated  your  Excellency  to  give  order  for 
the  payment  of  his  bill  in  hard  money  if  it  could  be  got. 

The  disorder  I  labour  under  greatly  distresses  me,  and 
has  brought  me  very  low ;  but  my  presence  is  judged,  both 
by  my  colleagues  and  the  Oneidas,  so  absolutely  necessary 
at  the  ensuing  treaty,  that  I  am  resolved  to  be  there,  and 
will  go  in  a  close  carnage,  if  I  cannot  otherwise. 

June  20th,  eight  o'clock,  A.  M. — I  could  not  proceed 
with  my  letter  of  last  night,  as  my  fever,  after  an  absence  of 
two  hours,  returned,  and  has  continued  until  half  an  hour 
ago;  since  which  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Wyn- 
koop,  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  from  Colonel  Poor  to  him, 
dated  the  15th,  at  St.  Johns,  and  advises  that  "our  Army 
are  now  on  their  retreat  out  of  Canada,  and,  as  there  is  not 
batteaus  enough  here  to  transport  our  men  and  baggage 
over  the  Lake,  you  will  immediately  send  all  the  boats  that 
can  be  procured  to  St.  Johns.  Pray,  sir,  don't  fail,  as  a  safe 
retreat  may  depend  upon  it.  You  will  likewise  order  the 
shipping  down,  and  let  them  stop  near  the  middle  of  Isle  of 
Motte,  it  being  best  for  them  to  stop  there,  as  the  navigation 
this  way  of  it  is  very  difficult." 

I  have  ordered  all  the  batteaus  in  Lake  George  to  be 
carried  \o  Ticonderoga,  that  they  might  be  ready  to  go  to 
Skenesborough  to  take  in  the  Militia  of  the  Massachusetts- 
Bay  and  Connecticut,  whom  I  have  desired  to  march  to  that 
place ;  those  of  New-Hampshire  to  Crown  Point  or  Onion 
River,  as  should  be  deemed  most  convenient  for  them  ;  those 
from  this  Colony  I  propose  sending  by  Lake  George.  I 
find  myself  under  a  great  dilemma.  If  I  send  on  the  bat- 
teaus the  Militia  cannot  move ;  but  I  do  not  conceive  the 
necessity  of  moving  the  Militia  farther  than  Ticonderoga  if 
our  Army  is  obliged  to  retreat.  I  shall  therefore  order  the 
batteaus  to  be  forwarded,  unless  General  Sullivan  advises 
otherwise,  whose  express  left  Fort  George  before  Mr.  Lan- 
sing, who  brought  me  the  above  letter,  and  informs  me  (as 
what  he  had  from  the  express)  that  General  Thompson  and 
Colonel  Irvine  are  certainly  taken  prisoners,  and  that  our 
people  were  obliged  to  retreat,  with  die  loss  of  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men,  the  enemy  being  considerably  re- 
inforced the  evening  before  the  attack. 

Your  Excellency  will  see  by  the  enclosed  return  that 
the  men  at  Fort  George  are  inadequate,  in  point  of  num- 
bei-s,to  keep  the  garrison,  in  case  of  an  attack,  and  man  the 
batteaus,  of  which  there  are  sometimes  twenty  and  upwards, 
with  five  men  in  each,  at  once  on  the  Lake,  either  goin" 
to  or  coming  from  Ticonderoga.  I  shall,  therefore,  at  all 
events,  retain  a  body  of  Militia  there  and  at  Ticonderoga, 
although  the  order  of  Congress  is  that  they  are  to  go  into 
Canada;  but  as  on  the  preservation  of  these  posts  the 
safety  of  the  Army  in  Canada  does  absolutely  and  imme- 
diately depend,  I  think  I  shall  be  justified  in  the  measure 
botli  with  your  Excellency  and  the  Congress. 

Yesterday  Mr.  Tnmhull,  the  Deputy  Paymaster-Gene- 
ral, received  to  the  amount  of  six  thousand  dollare  in  specie 
from  the  Colony  of  Connecticut.  I  have  ordered  it  to  be 
immediately  forwarded  to  General  Sullivan. 

I  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  account  of  the  prize  taken 
to  the  eastward,  and  for  the  account  that  it  is  possible  some 


more  are  taken.  I  am  ever  happy  to  receive  such  accounts, 
as  I  make  the  most  of  them  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the 
people  here,  which  are  really  lowered  much  by  the  repeated 
misfortunes  in  Canada. 

I  have  this  moment  sent  to  the  Committee  to  request  that 
the  proportion  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  which  is  four 
hundred  and  twenty-five,  may  be  immediately  collected,  that 
I  may  send  them  to  reinlorce  the  garrisons  of  Fort  George 
and  Ticonderoga.  Colonel  Wynkoop  writes  me  that  he  has 
sent  on  only  three  companies  of  Van  Schaick's  to  Canada, 
not  being  able  by  any  means  to  spare  the  other. 

Since  my  last  accounts  from  Fort  George  a  considerable 
quantity  of  provisions  has  been  sent  forward.  I  have  de- 
sired Mr.  Livingston  to  write  fully  to  Mr.  Trumbull  on  the 
subject  of  supplying  the  Army.  No  fat  cattle  are  yet  to  be 
had ;  but  if  they  were  we  cannot  get  them,  as  we  have  not 
any  money,  and  without  immediate  payment  none  will  sell, 
either  in  this  or  the  adjacent  Colonies. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  by  General  Arnold's  let- 
ter, that  he  had  seized  the  effects  of  the  Tories  in  Montreal: 
this  was  in  consequence  of  a  query  of  mine  to  the  com- 
manding officer  in  Canada,  whether  such  a  measure  would 
not  be  necessary;  giving  at  the  same  time  my  opinion  that 
it  was,  and  that  these  pei-sons  ought  to  be  secured  and  sent 
down  here.  Mr.  Lansing  says  that  he  has  been  informed 
that  many  of  these  goods  were  sent  to  Sorel,  where  our  sol- 
diers seized  them  as  plunder. 

June  20,  eleven  o'clock. — This  moment  the  officer  whom 
General  Sullivan  sent  express  has  delivered  me  the  enclosed. 
Taking  the  whole  together  of  what  he  and  General  Arnold 
write,  I  do  not  by  any  means  think  the  former's  resolution 
to  keep  post  at  Sorel  a  very  eligible  one,  especially  when 
he  is  "  every  moment  informed  of  the  vast  number  of  the 
enemy  which  have  arrived ;"  and  although  he  does  not  be- 
lieve "  that  great  numbers  have  arrived  from  England,  and 
all  the  troops  from  Halifax,"  yet  he  apprehends  their  num- 
bers are  very  great ;  and  as  he  has  only  two  thousand  five 
hundred  and  thirty-three  rank  and  file,  to  oppose  them,  and 
"  most  of  the  officere  seem  discouraged,  and,  of  couree,  their 
men."  But  if  your  Excellency  should  be  in  sentiment  with 
me  that  he  ought  to  quit  Sorel  for  a  place  from  whence 
there  is  a  greater  prospect  of  securing  a  retreat  to  such  part 
of  Lake  Champlain  where  the  enemy  cannot  follow ;  yet 
I  fear  your  orders  will  come  too  late.  I  should,  however, 
conceive  myself  inexcusable  if  I  did  not  advise  it ;  for  the 
safety  of  the  Colonies  depends  in  a  great  measure  on  the 
safety  of  that  Army  ;  and  however  disagreeable  the  conse- 
quences may  be  of  evacuating  Canada,  they  cannot  ever  be 
equal  to  the  loss  of  our  Army,  and  with  it  the  whole  coun- 
try. General  Sullivan,  in  his  letter  to  me,  confirms  me  that 
I  am  right  in  the  opinion  I  have  given  above,  for  he  says  : 
"  By  the  enclosed  you  will  see  our  situation  :  our  enemies 
multiply  upon  our  hands,  and  we  have  few  to  oppose  them. 
I  believe  the  whole  force  intended  for  Canada  has  arrived, 
with  Burgoyne  at  their  head.  I  now  think  only  of  a  glori- 
ous death  or  a  victory  obtained  against  superior  numhei-s." 

Although  our  affairs  are  in  such  a  disagreeable  situation,  I 
do  not  by  any  means  despond;  and  do  believe,  if  our  Army 
can  retreat  into  Lake  Champlain,  that  it  will  be  impossible 
for  the  enemy  to  reach  as  far  south  as  Croimi  Point — at  least 
not  this  campaign,  and  that  they  will  never  be  able  to  pene- 
trate into  the  country;  but  if  our  Army  is  lost,  they  will  go 
where  they  please,  in  spite  of  our  naval  force  on  the  Lake, 
which  is  by  no  means  an  object  of  much  importance,  nor 
will  be  unless  greatly  increased,  which  I  shall  do  with  all  the 
despatch  I  am  capable  of  in  my  low  state  of  health. 

Enclosed  is  the  substance  of  the  conference  with  the  In- 
dians returned  from  Canada. 

1  am,  dear  General,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  Agreeably  to  General  Schuyler's  desire,  who  is  sick 
in  bed,  I  enclose  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  this 
date  to  General  Sullivan. 

From  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Richard  Varick. 

.Mbany,  June  20,  1776. 

Montreal,  June  10,  1776. 
Dear  General  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  ult. 
to  the  honourable  Commissioners  respecting  the  Oneidas,  the 
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6tli  instant.  There  was  a  meeting  of  those  inA"on«,  and  se- 
veral other  tribes,  at  Caughnawaga,  some  of  whom  agreed 
to  dehver  up  the  hatchet  received  from  Governour  Carleion 
last  year,  and  remain  neutral  in  the  present  dispute.  On  the 
7th  they  came  to  Montreal,  when,  after  the  usual  speeches 
and  ceremonies,  they  (the  St.  Francois,  Caughnawagas  and 
Canassadagns)  gave  up  the  hatchet.  The  Oswcgatchies 
pretended  they  had  no  authority  for  doing  it ;  to  whom  I 
observed,  we  were  ready  to  receive  them  as  friends ;  but  if 
they  preferred  war  to  peace,  we  were  ready  to  meet  them 
as  enemies ;  that  we  had  it  in  our  power  to  destroy  them 
whenever  we  pleased,  which  they  would  soon  be  convinced 
of  if  they  did  not  lay  down  the  hatchet.  The  Oneidas 
received  the  presents  you  desired,  except  the  blankets  and 
clouts,  which  could  not  be  procured  in  town,  having  all  been 
sent  to  Chamhly.  I  gave  them  an  order  on  the  Quartermas- 
ter there,  but  find  since  that  they  went  directly  to  St.  Johns, 
and  did  not  receive  them. 

General  Thompson  left  the  Sorel  three  days  since,  with 
two  thousand  men,  for  Three  Rivers,  where  are  about  three 
or  four  hundred  of  the  enemy  intrenching.  One  Irigate  and 
brigantine  and  eight  sloops  and  schooners  are  above  Richelieu. 
I  expect  every  moment  to  hear  of  an  action  between  Gene- 
ral Thompson  and  the  enemy.  A  number  of  Indians  and 
some  regular  troops  are  above  this  place,  waiting,  as  is  said, 
for  a  reinforcement  from  above,  and  for  Governour  Carleton 
to  advance,  when  I  expect  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  them  here. 

I  have  received  your  instructions  respecting  the  Tories 
and  their  effects  ;  most  of  the  former  had  absconded  ;  great 
part  of  the  latter  is  secured.  I  have  sent  to  St.  Johns  a 
quantity  of  goods  for  the  use  of  the  Army — some  bought  and 
some  seized.  I  am  in  hopes  of  fixing  on  some  method  in 
a  day  or  two  to  have  them  made  up,  as  they  are  much 
wanted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,   dear  General,  your  obedient, 

humble  servant,  -o    . 

'  r>.  Arnold. 

To  the  Hon.  Major-General  Schuyler. 

[Extract.]  St.  Johns,  June  12,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yesterday  Mr.  McCarty  arrived  from  Sorel, 
and  brings  us  an  agreeable  piece  of  news,  that  General 
Thompson,  with  two  thousand  two  hundred  men,  had,  last 
Friday,  attacked  the  enemy,  consisting  of  about  four  thou- 
sand, (I  cannot  say  he  attacked  with  two  thousand  two 
hundred,  because  five  or  six  hundred  of  his  men  were  on  the 
opposite  shore,  and  never  engaged,)  and,  by  the  vast  havock 
our  fire  made,  (which  was  reserved  until  we  got  almost  within 
bayonet  reach  of  the  enemy,)  they  must  have  lost  not  less, 
in  three  different  attacks,  than  three  hundred  men  ;  our  loss 
not  exceeding  twenty.  An  active  officer  on  horseback, 
who  was  continually  riding  backwards  and  forwards  in  the 
regular  Army,  supposed  to  be  Maclean,  was  certainly  killed. 
A  minister  (one  of  the  chaplains)  that  stood  by  and  viewed 
the  whole  scene,  says  he  never  beheld  such  slaughter  as  our 
people  made  when  they  fired,  resembling  much  the  Bunker- 
Hill  affair.  I3y  all  accounts  I  suppose  we  will  have  General 
Sullivan's  express  to-day ;  he  was  to  go  down  from  Sorel 
immediately.  A  great  number  oi Canadians  are  joining  him, 
by  virtue  of  a  Proclamation  ;  and  it  is  thought  not  less  than 
two  thousand  will  reinforce  him.  Butler  and  Sir  John  are 
certainly  at  the  Cedars,  with  a  large  body  of  Indians,  and, 
we  have  been  informed,  are  intending  a  visit  here,  by  way 
of  a  river  that  empties  itself  from  thence  somewhere  into  the 
Lake  Champlain,  near  Point-au-Fer. 

I  am,  Stc,  Samuel  Stringer. 

To  General  Schuyler. 

At  a  meeting  of  thirteen  Oneida  Indians,  upon  their  re- 
turn from  Canada,  on  the  19th  day  oi  June,  1776,  at  the 
house  of  Samuel  Thompson,  in  the  City  of"  Albany : 

Present  the  Honourable  Philip  Schuyler,  Volkert  P.  Douw, 
Esq.,  Commissioners,  John  T.  Bunker,  Interpreter. 

General  Schuyler  opened  the  Conference  by  saying  : 
"Brothers:  We  are  glad  to  see  you  safe  returned,  and 

that  the  report  of  so  many  of  the  Caughnawaga  Brothers 

being  killed,  you  have  found  not  to  be  true." 

Whereupon,  Cornelius,  one  of  their  number,  said  : 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi.  62 


"  Brothere  :  After  we  airived  in  Caughnawaga,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  Montreal,  where  we  met  with  four  other  Nations. 
Three  of  those  Nations,  to  wit :  the  Scawencdees,  Arondax, 
and  Annogongas,  brought  with  them  the  bloody  axe  which 
Guy  Johnson  gave  them  last  year,  and  there  buried  it. 

"Brothers:  General  Arnold  thereupon  returned  them 
thanks,  and  promised  that  he  would  render  them  every  ser- 
vice in  his  power,  and  he  hoped  they  would  attend  to  his 
advice,  and  that  if  they  received  any  injury,  he  engaged  to 
protect  them  as  far  as  it  laid  in  his  power. 

"  To  which  the  Caughnawagas  replied,  that  he  might  be 
assured  they  would  use  their  utmost  endeavours  with  such 
other  Indians  as  had  the  axe  yet  in  their  hands,  to  cause 
them  to  bury  it. 

"  Brothers :  We  are  in  a  critical  situation  ;  our  troubles 
are  great ;  we  have  engaged  ourselves  by  treaty  with  you 
to  observe  a  neutrality  in  the  present  dispute ;  |)ut  the 
Indians  are  daily  successfully  urged  to  take  up  arms  for  the 
King. 

"  Brother  Schuyler :  You  told  us  at  Lake  George,  on  our 
way  to  Canada,  that  we  should  be  well  used,  and  want  for 
nothing.  The  officer  who  accompanied  us  as  far  as  Ticon- 
deroga  used  us  well ;  but  the  officer  who  went  with  us  from 
there  to  St.  Johns  used  us  very  indifferently,. for  when  we 
arrived  there  he  left  us,  without  being  able  to  find  him  again 
until  the  next  day,  when  we  discovered  him  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  place  in  a  house. 

"  In  Canada  General  Arnold  told  us  that  he  could  not 
(by  reason  of  other  business)  bestow  much  attention  on  us. 
Besides,  it  appeared  that  he  was  suspicious  of  our  designs, 
especially  when  an  officer  came  into  the  room,  who  told  him 
in  English  (which  one  of  us  understood)  that  we  would 
cut  their  throats  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  offered,  and  that 
we  were  not  to  be  trusted.  We  were,  however,  taken  care 
of  by  an  officer. 

"  Brother :  We  expected,  according  to  your  promise,  that 
we  should  have  got  some  necessaries  there,  instead  whereof 
we  have  only  received  two  shirts,  a  pair  of  stockings,  and 
each  of  us  a  hat." 

To  this  General  Schuyler  replied :        » 

"  Brothers  of  the  Oneida  Nation  :  We  thank  you  for  the 
long  journey  you  have  taken  on  our  account,  and  we  are 
pleased  that  three  of  the  four  Nations  in  Canada  have  given 
up  the  bloody  hatchet,  and  we  doubt  not  but  that  the 
Caughnawagas  will  prevail  upon  the  other  Nations  to  follow 
their  example.  We  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  our  ene- 
mies are  daily  inducing  some  of  the  Indians  to  take  up  the 
hatchet.  There  are  wicked  persons  in  every  nation,  and 
with  such  the  enemy  can  easily  succeed  in  their  designs. 

"  Brothers  :  Such  we  have  among  ourselves.  The  con- 
duct of  the  officer  who  said  you  were  all  rascals  and  not  to 
be  trusted,  when  you  were  with  General  Arnold,  is  a  plain 
proof  of  it.  But  I  shall  take  care  (if  he  belongs  to  the  army) 
to  have  him  confined  and  severely  punished. 

"  Brothers :  I  am  soitv  that  you  have  not  been  treated 
in  Canada  according  to  my  orders,  and  as  I  had  reason  to 
expect.  By  the  letter  I  have  now  in  my  hands  from  Gene- 
ral Arnold,  he  informs  me  that  he  could  not  readily  get  the 
necessaries  you  wanted ;  that  when  he  got  them  you  were 
gone,  and  that  he  has  sent  them  after  you.  These  are  his 
reasons  ;  but  to  convince  you  that  we  esteem  you  above  all 
other  nations,  we  shall  make  you  a  present  as  a  small  recom- 
pense for  your  services. 

"  Brothers  :  The  officer  under  whose  care  you  went  from 
Ticonderoga  to  St.  Johns,  I  shall  send  for  and  give  him  a 
severe  reprimand  for  his  ill-conduct. 

"  Brothei-s :  Mr.  Deane  lately  returned  from  Oneida ;  your 
friends  there  are  all  well.  I  had  sent  him  up  to  your  Nation 
with  a  belt,  inviting  them  and  the  other  Nations  to  a  Confe- 
rence on  the  1st  of  next  month,  at  the  German  Flats.  Your 
Nation  have  accepted  of  the  invitation,  and  sent  the  belt  on 
to  the  rest  of  the  Six  Nations.  I  would  have  had  the  Coun- 
cil here,  but  was  afraid  that  the  small-pox  might  spread 
among  you. 

"  Brothere :  I  also  instructed  Mr.  Deane  to  inform  your 
Nation  that  I  intended  to  send  some  powder  and  ball  to 
them.  This  morning  it  was  to  be  sent  up ;  but  hearing  of 
your  arrival,  I  propose  to  send  it  under  your  care.  The 
wagon  will  be  ready  whenever  you  go,  and  I  desire,  Bro- 
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there,  that  it  may  be  conveyed  to  you  as  privately  as  pos- 
sible. •  ,   1    • 

"  Brothere :  This  supi)ly  of  ainmunition  whicli  I  £;ive  to 
your  Nation,  is  a  plain  pixwf  that  the  follow  at  General 
Arnold's  is  a  scoundrel,  and  that  we  have  the  most  unlimit- 
ed confidence  in  you.  If  we  distrusted  you,  would  we  fur- 
nish you  with  the  means  of  doing  us  hurt? 

"  Brothers :  I  have  received  from  General  JVashington  a 
letter,  informing  me  that  your  brethren  who  went  down  are 
treated  kindly,  and  that  they  may  soon  be  expected  here 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  at  the  German  Flats,  to  which 
Council  I  also  invite  you." 

Copy.  Robert  Yates,  Secretary. 


COMMODORE    HOPKINS    TO   MARINE    COMMITTEE. 

Providence,  June  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Herewith  you  have  the  muster-rolls,  as  de- 
livered to  me,  of  the  Alfred,  Columbus,  Andreto  Doria, 
Providence,  and  Fly;  the  Cabot's  Captain  Hopkins  tells  me 
he  sent  to  Mr.  James  Rcid,  Paymaster,  a  day  or  two  before 
the  brig  sailed,  and  it  will  not  be  in  his  power  to  send  any 
further  account  till  the  brig  comes  in. 

You  also  have  a  copy  of  the  account  Captain  Biddle 
gave  of  his  (I  believe)  unsuccessful  cruise.  You  have  like- 
wise copies  of  all  the  orders  I  have  given  the  several  Com- 
manders since  I  came  in  here.  Also,  a  list  of  the  warrants 
and  commissions  given  to  officei-s  in  the  several  vessels. 
Lieutenant  Hinman,  Lieutenant  Grinncll,  and  Lieutenant 
Phipps's  commissions,  and  Joseph  Shields  and  Samuel  Ti- 
ley's  warrants,  were  given  in  consequence  of  Captain  Salton- 
stalCs  promise  before  he  left  Connecticut,  if  they  came  and 
brought  the  men  which  we  received  below  Reedy-Island ; 
as  also  the  amount  of  commissions  delivered  up  to  me,  and 
those  that  are  discharged  and  deserted. 

The  Columbus  is  gone  out  on  a  cruise.  The  Providence 
and  Fly  went  out,  but  were  driven  in  by  a  ship,  supposed 
to  be  the  Cerberus;  whether  they  are  gone  out  since,  I 
cannot  tell ;  but  I  believe  not,  without  they  went  this  day. 
The  Andreto  Doria  will  go  out  in  a  day  or  two.  1  shall  go 
down  with  the  Alfred,  in  two  or  three  days,  to  Newport, 
and  there  man  her,  if  possible,  though  1  am  in  doubt  whether 
1  shall  be  able  without  help  from  the  commanding  officer 
there  for  some  of  his  men. 

The  General  Assembly  gave  me  twenty  men  for  the  Provi- 
dence and  twenty  for  the  Columbits,  to  enable  me  to  send 
them  out,  who  are  to  be  returned  when  the  cruise  is  over. 

I  think  it  will  be  impossible  to  man  the  new  ships  without 
taking  them  out  of  the  Army,  or  by  a  general  embargo,  which 
will  be,  in  my  opinion,  much  more  for  the  publick  good. 
The  enemy  taking  so  many  merchant  vessels  will,  in  time, 
get  almost  all  the  seamen  in  their  hands,  besides  supplying 
them  with  provisions;  when,  if  encouraged,  small  privateers 
would  bring  in  more  goods,  and  if  taken  would  be  of  no 
advantage  to  them,  save  the  men  they  took  in  them.  It  is 
not  possible  to  get  seamen  while  the  merchant  vessels  give 
twelve,  fourteen,  and  some  sixteen,  dollars  per  month. 

I  think  you  will  soon  find  it  necessary  to  order  to  be  con- 
demned all  vessels  bound  to  Great  Britain,  Newfoundland, 
and  Halifax,  wherever  owned,  as  they  soon  will  have  all 
the  vessels  and  goods  covered  as  West-India  property,  when 
we  know  that  they  never  send  any  without  insurance  in 
England. 

You  likewise  have  a  copy  of  an  agreement  signed  by  the 
ship  Alfred's  officers  and  most  of  the  company.  Similar 
articles  were  signed  by  the  Columbus,  Andrew  Doria,  Cabot, 
Providence,  and  Fly's  oflicers  and  company,  some  few  peo- 
ple on  board  each  vessel  excepted.  I  am  in  some  doubt 
whether  it  may  not  cause  some  disputes,  without  the  Con- 
gress will  interfere,  and  resolve  that  the  articles  shall  be 
strictly  adhered  to  by  the  whole  of  the  several  ships'  crews. 

Lieutenant  Hacker  has  commanded  the  Fly  ever  since 
we  took  her  into  service,  and  has  behaved  so  well  that  I 
think  he  deserves  a  Captain's  commission  from  you.  Lieu- 
tenant Hinman  is  now  out  in  the  Cabot,  as  Commander  of 
her,  and  I  believe  is  a  good  officer,  and  I  cannot  tell  where 
you  can  mend  it  if  you  should  give  him  a  Captain's  com- 
mission. Mr.  Jones,  as  the  oldest  Lieutenant,  now  com- 
mands the  Providence,  who  I  hope  will  behave  so  well  as 
to  be  continued. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  what  money  I  have  ad- 


vanced to  particular  people,  which  should  be  lodged  with 
the  Paymasters.  The  money  advanced  by  the  several  Com- 
manders, and  some  by  Mr.  Shaw,  to  the  seamen,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  get  from  tliem,  save  the  Cabot's,  which  Mr. 
Reed  has  had  some  time. 

You  also  have  an  account  of  what  cannon  and  stores 
were  delivered  at  New-London  and  Rhode-Island,  together 
w  itli  a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received  from  Captain  Whipple, 
of  the  Columbus. 

I  send  these  by  Captain  Nicholas,  to  whom  I  have  given 
leave  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  partly  on  his  own  business,  and 
partly  with  design  that  he  may  give  you  any  information 
which  you  may  think  necessary  to  be  informed  of,  which 
may  have  slipped  my  attention,  as  I  think  him  very  capa- 
ble of  giving  you  an  impartial  history  of  our  whole  pro- 
ceedings. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

Esek  Hopkins. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Marine 
Committee,  at  Philadelphia. 


captain    JONES    TO    COLONEL    TILLINGHAST. 

Sloop  Providence,  June  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  made  so  many  unsuccessful  attempts  to  con- 
voy the  Fly  past  Fisher's  Island,  that  I  have  determined  to 
give  it  up,  and  pursue  my  orders  for  Boston.  When  1  ar- 
rive there  I  will  transmit  you  my  letter  of  attorney;  in  the 
mean  time  you  will  singularly  oblige  me  by  applying  to  the 
Admiral  for  an  order  to  receive  tor  me  a  copy  of  the  Al- 
fred's log-book,  which  I  had  made  out  for  my  private  use 
before  1  left  tliat  ship,  and  which  was  unjustly  withheld 
from  me  when  I  took  command  of  the  sloop,  by  the  ill- 
natured  and  narrow-minded  Captain  Saltonstall.  When 
the  old  gentleman  was  down  here  he  promised  to  order  that 
niy  copy  should  be  delivered,  but  when  my  Lieutenant  ap- 
plied for  it,  the  Master  of  the  Alfred  told  the  Admiral  a 
cursed  lie,  and  said  there  was  no  copy  made  out.  On  in- 
quiry you  will  find  that  Mr.  Vaughan,  the  mate  of  the 
Alfred,  made  out  the  copy  in  question  for  me  before  I  went 
to  New-  York.  I  should  not  be  so  particular,  did  I  not 
stand  in  absolute  need  of  it  before  I  can  make  out  a  fair 
copy  of  my  Journal  to  lay  before  the  Congress,  for  I  was  so 
stinted  in  point  of  time  in  the  Alfred,  that  I  did  not  copy  a 
single  remark  ;  besides,  it  is  a  little  hard  that  I,  who  planned 
and  superintended  the  log-book,  should  not  be  thought 
worthy  of  a  copy,  when  a  midshipman,  if  he  pleases,  may 
claim  one.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  will  receive  the 
book.  I  must  therefore  beg  you  to  send  it,  if  possible,  to 
me  at  Mr.  John  Head's,  or  Captain  J.  Bradford's,  Boston. 
Regard  not  the  expense,  I  will  cheerfully  pay  it. 

1  am,  sir,  with  esteem,  your  obliged  and  very  humble  ser- 
vant, J.  Paul  Jones. 


captain    JONES    to    COLONEL    TILLINGHAST. 

Sloop  Providence,  June  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  forgot  to  mention  to  you  that  your  account  against 
the  Providence  will  be  necessary  to  me  at  Boston,  as  1  mean 
to  transmit  the  slate  and  condition  of  the  sloop  from  thence 
to  Congress.  1  will  also  be  glad  of  Admh-a\  Hopkins's  ac- 
count against  me  or  the  sloop,  and  you  will  please  to  in- 
clude in  your  account  the  articles  furnished  to  the  vessel  by 
the  Commissary  at  Newport.  There  is  a  bolt  of  canvass 
belonging  to  the  sloop  in  the  upper  part  of  the  store  ;  1  wish 
it  could  be  sent  to  Boston,  together  with  a  quantity  of 
knives,  (four  or  five  dozen,)  a  pair  of  small  pistols,  some  twine, 
needles,  palm,  fish-hooks,  lines,  &ic.,  which  Mr.  Brownell 
took  away  from  the  sloop,  and  hath  in  his  possession.  It 
seems  he  lodges  at  a  Thomas  Venner's,  on  a  hill  opposite 
the  burying-ground,  on  the  west  side.  You  will  herewith 
receive  a  pair  of  pistols,  a  musket,  and  a  cutlass,  belonging 
to  the  Alfred,  which  please  to  deliver. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obliged  very  humble  servant, 

J.  Paul  Jones. 


WILLIAM   WATSON   TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Plymouth,  June  19, 1776. 
Sir  :  I  wrote  to  your  Excellency  on  the  20th  April  ult., 
desiring  that  the  papers  might  be  remitted  to  me  which 
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were  taken  with  the  two  pr'iKes  brought  into  this  port  last 
winter  by  Captain  Coit.  My  letter  must  have  iniscarried, 
as  I  have  received  no  answer  to  it ;  on  this  account  the 
trial  of  these  two  vessels  has  been  postponed  from  time  to 
time,  as  no  evidence  can  he  had  against  them  hut  from  those 
papers.  The  former  owners  lay  claim  to  them,  and  urge 
that  their  going  to  Nova-Scotia  for  provisions  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  support  of  their  families  and  connexions, 
and  that  they  did  not  intend  to  supply  the  garrison  at  Bos- 
ton. These  papers,  can  they  be  obtained,  will  elucidate 
this  matter. 

Relying  on  your  Excellency's  giving  a  few  moments  at- 
tention to  this  business,  1  must  beg  leave  to  subscribe  my- 
self your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  much  obliged,  and 
very  humble  servant,  William  Watson. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


CAPTAIN    HARDING    TO    GOVERNOUR    TRUMBULL. 

Boston,  June  19,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir:  I  sailed  on  Sunday  last  from  Ply- 
mouth. Soon  after  we  came  to  sail,  I  heard  a  considerable 
firing  to  the  northward.  In  the  evening  fell  in  with  four 
armed  schooners  near  the  entrance  of  Boston  harbour,  who 
informed  me  they  had  been  engaged  with  a  ship  and  brig, 
and  were  obliged  to  quit  them.  Soon  after  I  came  up  into 
Nantasket  Roads,  where  I  found  the  ship  and  brig  at  an- 
chor. I  immediately  fell  in  between  the  two,  and  came  to 
anchor  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  I  hailed  the  shij), 
who  answered,  from  Great  Britain.  I  ordered  her  to  strike 
her  colours  to  America.  They  answered  me  by  asking, 
What  brig  is  that  ?  I  told  them  the  Defence.  I  then  hailed 
him  again,  and  told  him  I  did  not  want  to  kill  tiieir  men  ; 
but  have  the  ship  I  would  at  ail  events,  and  again  desired 
them  to  strike ;  upon  which  the  Major  (since  dead)  said.  Yes, 
I'll  strike,  and  fired  a  broadside  upon  me,  which  I  imme- 
diately returned,  upon  which  an  engagement  begun,  which 
continued  three  glasses,  when  the  ship  and  brig  both  struck. 
In  this  engagement  I  had  nine  wounded,  but  none  killed. 
The  enemy  had  eighteen  killed,  and  a  number  wounded. 
My  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great  bravery ;  no  men 
could  have  outdone  them. 

We  took  out  of  the  above  vessels  two  hundred  and  ten 
prisoners,  among  whom  is  Colonel  Campbell,  of  General 
Frazer's  Regiment  of  Highlanders.    The  Major  was  killed. 

Yesterday  a  ship  was  seen  in  the  bay,  which  came  to- 
wards the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  upon  which  I  came  to 
sail,  with  four  schooners  in  company.  We  came  up  with  her, 
and  took  her  without  any  engagement.  There  were  on 
board  about  one  himdred  and  twelve  Highlanders. 

As  there  are  a  number  more  of  the  same  fleet  expected 
every  day,  and  the  General  here  urges  my  stay,  I  shall  tarry 
a  few  days,  and  then  proceed  for  New-London.  My  brig 
is  much  damaged  in  her  sails  and  rigging. 

If  your  Honour  has  any  commands,  be  so  good  as  to  com- 
municate them  by  a  line.  I  hope  your  Honour  will  excuse 
this  request,  and  excuse  my  copying  this  fair,  for  want  of 
time. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  youi-s,  Seth  Harding. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull. 


LIEUTENANT-COLONEL    CAMPBELL    TO    GENERAL    HOWE. 

Boston,  June  19,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  it  has  been  my  un- 
fortunate lot  to  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans 
in  the  middle  of  Boston  harbour ;  but  when  the  circum- 
stances which  have  occasioned  this  disaster  are  understood, 
I  flatter  myself  no  reflection  will  arise  to  myself  or  my  offi- 
cers on  account  of  it.  On  the  16th  of  June  the  George  and 
Annabella  transports,  with  two  companies  of  the  Seventy- 
First  Regiment  of  Highlanders,  made  the  land  off  Cape- 
Ann,  after  a  passage  of  seven  weeks  from  Scotland,  during 
the  couree  of  which  we  had  not  the  opportunity  of  speaking 
to  a  single  vessel  that  could  give  us  the  smallest  information 
of  the  British  troops  having  evacuated  Boston.  On  the 
17th,  at  daylight,  we  found  ourselves  opposite  to  the  har- 
bour's mouth  at  Boston  ;  but,  from  contrary  winds,  it  was 
necessary  to  make  several  tacks  to  reach  it.  Four  schoo- 
ners (which  we  took  to  be  pilots,  or  armed  vessels  in  the 


service  of  his  Majesty,  but  which  were  afterwards  found  to 
be  four  American  privateers,  of  eight  carriage-guns,  twelve 
swivels,  and  forty  men  each)  were  bearing  down  upon  us 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  At  half  an  hour  thereafter 
two  of  them  engaged  us,  and  about  eleven  o'clock  the  other 
two  were  close  alongside.  The  George  transport,  (on  board 
of  which  were  Major  Menzies  and  myself,  with  one  hundred 
and  eight  of  the  Second  Battalion,  the  Adjutant,  the  Quar- 
termaster, two  Lieutenants,  and  five  volunteers,  were  passen- 
gers) had  only  six  pieces  of  cannon  to  oppose  them ;  and 
the  Annabella  (on  board  of  which  was  Captain  McKenzie, 
together  with  two  subalterns,  two  volunteers,  and  eighty- 
two  private  men  of  the  First  Battalion)  had  only  two  swi- 
vels for  her  defence.  Under  such  circumstances,  1  thought 
it  expedient  for  the  Annabella  to  keep  ahead  of  the  George, 
that  our  artillery  might  be  used  with  more  effect  and  less 
obstruction.  Two  of  the  privateers  having  stationed  them- 
selves upon  our  larboard  quarter  and  two  upon  our  starboard 
quarter,  a  tolerable  cannonade  ensued,  which,  with  very  few 
intermissions,  lasted  till  four  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when 
the  enemy  bore  away,  and  anchored  in  Plymouth  harbour. 
Our  loss  upon  this  occasion  was  only  three  men  mortally 
wounded  on  board  the  George,  one  killed  and  one  man 
slightly  wounded  on  board  the  Annabella.  As  my  orders 
were  for  the  port  of  Boston,  I  thought  it  my  duty,  at  this 
happy  crisis,  to  push  forward  into  the  harbour,  not  doubting 
I  should  receive  protection  either  from  a  fort  or  some  ship  of 
force  stationed  there  for  the  security  of  our  fleet. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  evening  we  perceived  the  four 
schooners  that  were  engaged  with  us  in  the  morning,  joined 
by  the  brig  Defence,  of  sixteen  carriage-guns,  twenty  swi- 
vels, and  one  hundred  and  seventeen  men,  and  a  schooner 
of  eight  carriage-guns,  twelve  swivels,  and  forty  men,  got  un- 
der way  and  made  towards  us.  As  we  stood  up  for  Nantas- 
ket  Road,  an  American  battery  opened  upon  us,  which  was 
the  first  serious  proof  we  had  that  there  could  scarcely  be 
many  friends  of  ours  at  Boston ;  and  we  were  too  far  embayed 
to  retreat,  especially  as  the  wind  had  died  away,  and  the 
tide  of  flood  not  half  expended.  After  each  of  the  vessels 
had  twice  run  aground,  we  anchored  at  George's  Island, 
and  prepared  for  action  ;  but  the  Annabella,  by  some  mis- 
fortune, got  aground  so  far  astern  of  the  George  we  could 
expect  but  a  feeble  support  from  her  musketry.  About 
eleven  o'clock  four  of  the  schooners  anchored  right  upon 
our  bow,  and  one  right  astern  of  us.  The  armed  brig  took 
her  station  on  our  starboard  side,  at  the  distance  of  two  hun- 
dred yards,  and  hailed  us  to  strike  the  British  flag.  Al- 
though the  mate  of  our  ship  and  every  sailor  on  board  (the 
Captain  only  excepted)  refused  positively  to  fight  any 
longer,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  there  was  not 
an  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  private  man  of  the 
Seventy-First  but  what  stood  to  their  quarters  with  a  ready 
and  cheerful  obedience.  On  our  refusing  to  strike  the  Bri- 
tish flag,  the  action  was  renewed  with  a  good  deal  of  warmth 
on  both  sides,  and  it  was  our  misfortune,  after  the  sharp 
combat  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  to  have  expended  every  shot 
that  we  had  for  our  artillery.  Under  such  circumstances, 
hemmed  in  as  we  were  with  six  privateers,  in  the  middle  of  an 
enemy's  harbour,  beset  with  a  dead  calm,  without  the  power 
of  escaping,  or  even  the  most  distant  hope  of  relief,  I  thought 
it  became  my  duty  not  to  sacrifice  the  lives  of  gallant  men 
wantonly  in  the  arduous  attempt  of  an  evident  impossibihty. 
In  this  unfortunate  affair  Major  Menzies  and  seven  private 
soldiers  were  killed,  the  Quartermaster  and  twelve  private 
soldiers  wounded.  The  Major  was  buried  with  the  honours 
of  war  at  Boston. 

Since  our  captivity,  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you 
that  we  have  experienced  the  utmost  civility  and  good  treat- 
ment from  the  people  of  power  at  Boston,  insomuch,  sir, 
that  I  should  do  injustice  to  the  feelings  of  generosity  did  1 
not  make  this  particular  information  with  pleasure  and  satis- 
faction. I  have  now  to  request  of  you  that,  so  soon  as  the 
distracted  state  of  this  imfortunate  controversy  will  admit, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  settling 
a  cartel  for  myself  and  officers. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Archibald  Campbell, 
Lieut.  Col.  2d  Bat.  list  Regiment. 
To  General  Howe. 

P.  S.   On  my  arrival  at  Boston  I  found  that  Captain 
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Maxwell,  with  the  Light-Iiifiintry  of  the  first  battalion  of  the 
Seventy-First  Regiment,  liad  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  some  other  privateers,  and  was  carried  into  Mar- 
bkhcad  ihc  10th  instant.  Captain  Campljell,\\\lb  the  Grena- 
diers of  the  second  battalion,  who  was  ignorant,  as  we  were, 
of  the  evacuation  of  Boston,  stood  into  the  mouth  of  this 
harbour,  and  was  surrounded  and  taken  by  eight  privateers 
this  forenoon. 

In  case  a  cartel  is  established,  the  following  return  is,  as 
near  as  I  can  effect,  the  number  of  oflicers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  private  men  of  the  Seventy-First  Regi- 
ment who  are  prisoners-of-war  at  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Boston  : 

The  George  transport:  Lieutenant-Colonel  Archibald 
Campbell;  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Archibald  Campbell; 
Lieutenant  Archibald  Balneaves  ;  Lieutenant  Hugh  Camp- 
bell; Quartermaster  William  Ogilvie ;  Surgeon's  Mate, 
David  Burns ;  Patrick  McDougal,  volunteer,  and  acting 
Sergeant-Major ;  James  Flint,  volunteer ;  Dugald  Camp- 
bell, ditto  ;  iJonald  McBane,  John  Wilson,  three  Sergeants, 
four  Corporals,  two  Drummers,  ninety  private  men. 

The  Annabella  transport:  Captain  George  McKinzie ; 
Lieutenant  Colin  McKinzie ;  Ensign  Peter  Eraser ;  Mr. 
McKinzie  and  Alexander  McTavish,  volunteers  ;  four  Ser- 
geants, four  Corporals,  two  Drummers,  eighty-one  private 
men. 

Lord  Howe  transport:  Captain  Laicrence  Campbell; 
Lieutenant  Robert  Duncanson ;  Lieutenant  Archibald  Mc- 
Lean ;  Lieutenant  Lewis  Colhoun ;  Duncan  Campbell,  vo- 
lunteer; four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  two  Drummers, 
ninety-six  private  men. 

Ann  transport:  Captain  Hamilton  Maxwell;  Lieutenant 

Charles  Campbell;  Lieutenant  Fraser ;  Lieutenant ; 

four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  two  Drummers,  ninety-six 
private  men.  Archibald  Campbell, 

Lieut.  Col.  2d  Bat.  list  Regiment. 


Williamsburgh,  June  22,  1776. 

Last  Thursday,  June  20.  Captain  Barron  took  and  brought 
up  to  Jamestown  a  transport  ship,  with  two  hundred  and 
twenty  Highlanders  on  board,  being  part  of  Frazer's  batta- 
lion, mostly  recruits,  and  part  of  the  Forty-Second  Regiment, 
or  Royal  Highland  watch.  They  were  landed  yesterday 
morning,  and  arrived  here  under  a  guard  the  same  day. 
The  transport  had  sixteen  wooden  guns  mounted.  She  was 
made  prize  of  some  little  time  before  by  the  Congress  priva- 
teer, (as  was  also  another  transport  that  was  in  company  with 
her,)  who  took  their  officers  from  them,  their  arms,  and 
ammunition,  and  put  on  board  fen  hands  to  carry  her  into 
port ;  but  being  separated  from  the  Congress  in  a  gale  of 
wind,  the  men  overpowered  those  who  had  charge  of  the 
vessel,  and  were  steering  in  search  of  Lord  Dunmore.  Upon 
sight  of  Captain  Barron's  vessel,  they  despatched  a  boat  to 
him,  with  a  sergeant,  one  private,  and  one  of  the  men  who 
were  put  on  board  by  the  Congress  to  make  inquiry.  The 
latter,  finding  a  convenient  opportunity,  informed  Captain 
Barron  of  their  situation,  upon  which  he  boarded  her  and 
took  possession.  They  have  been  out  about  seven  weeks 
from  Greenock,  and  sailed  in  company  with  a  large  fleet. 
The  above  men,  it  is  said,  are  all  that  were  contained  in 
both  transports.  The  officers,  arms,  and  ammunition,  were 
put  on  board  the  oUier. 


SPOTTSYLVANIA  COUNTY  (viROINIa)  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  held  for  Spottsijlvania  County,  the  20th 
day  of  June,  1776,  the  following  charge  was  exhibited  by 
Captain  Gabriel  Jones,  to  wit : 

Captain  Gabriel  Jones  complains  against  Benjamin 
Grym£s  for  speaking  disrespectfully  of  the  Convention  and 
Committees  of  this  Colony  ;  wherefore  he  prays  this  Com- 
mittee may  take  the  same  under  their  consideration.  In 
consequence  of  which,  as  well  the  said  Captain  Jones  as  the 
said  Grymes  appeared,  with  the  witnesses  produced  by  each 
party ;  on  hearing  of  whom,  and  the  said  Grymes's  confes- 
sion in  his  own  defence,  this  Committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  said  Grymes  is  guilty  of  the  said  charge,  the  purport  of 
the  said  Grymes's  confession  being  this :  That  he,  in  con- 
versation with  the  said  witness,  did  say  that  his  nephew, 
John  Grymes,  was  an  innocent  man  ;  that  he  had  been  un- 


justly treated  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  the  Conven- 
tion ;  that  the  Americans  had  taken  a  wrong  method  to  have 
their  grievances  redressed  ;  that  each  Colony  ouglit  to  have 
sent  two  members  to  England  for  tiiat  purpose.  All  which 
confession  the  said  witnesses  declared  upon  oath  was  true, 
as  the  said  Grymes,  in  their  hearing,  expressed  himself,  with 
this  further  addition,  that  the  Committees,  instead  of  sup- 
pressing riots  and  mobs,  (as  he  had  attempted  to  do,)  en- 
couraged them  ;  that  the  said  G7-ymcs  declared  that  the  Con- 
gress and  Convention  had  done  nothing  right ;  that  the 
Convention  were  a  pack  of  rascals  ;  that  their  President 
used  to  be  a  friend  of  all  Governours,  but  now  eight  hun- 
dred pounds  a  year  had  made  an  alteration.  This  Commit- 
tee, therefore,  give  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  said  Grymes, 
being  inimical  to  the  good  cause  of  America,  ought  to  be 
held  up  to  the  publick  censure. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Committee  transmit  a 
copy  of  these  proceedings  to  the  Printer. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  Chew,  Jun.,  Clerk. 


HALIFAX    county    (vIRGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Halifax  County,  June  20,  1776. 

Present:  Walter  Coles,  Esq.,  Vice-Chairman,  and  a  ma 
jority  of  the  Members. 

The  following  persons,  to  wit :  Thomas  Yuille,  Thomas 
Hope,  James  Steven,  Walter  Robertson,  Richard  Wallcer, 
and  Ralph  Owen,  who  were  cited  to  attend  this  Committee 
by  a  former  resolution,  this  day  appeared,  and  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  a  resolution  of  the  Convention  of  this  Colony 
being  tendered  to  them,  they  refused  to  take  the  same. 

Whereupon,  it  is  Resolved,  That  the  Sergeant  to  this 
Committee  do  wait  on  them  to  receive  their  arms  and  am- 
munition, which  are  to  be  applied  as  directed  by  the  General 
Congress.  And  to  the  end  that  the  publick  may  be  in- 
formed of  the  names  of  the  persons  who  have  thus  shown 
themselves  to  be  disaffected  to  the  American  interest, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Committee  do  forth- 
with transmit  a  copy  of  the  above  Pi-oceedings  to  Mr. 
Purdie,  with  a  request  to  him  to  publish  them  in  his  Ga- 


zette. 


T.  TuNSTALL,  Clerk. 


NORFOLK    COUNTY    (vIRGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  Norfolk  County, 
June  20, 1776 : 

Bennett  Armstrong  this  day  appeared  before  this  Com- 
mittee, being  charged  with  selling  Indian  Corn,  of  the  growth 
o{  North- Carolina,  at  sixteen  shillings  and  eight  pence  per 
barrel,  since  the  price  was  stated  at  fifteen  shillings ;  and  it 
being  proved  that  the  said  Armstrong  has  knowingly  and 
wilfully  broken  through  the  Continental  Association,  by  ex- 
torting the  above  price. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Armstrong  has  therein  violated 
the  ninth  Article  of  the  Continental  Association,  and  also  a 
former  resolution  of  this  Committee,  and  that  the  same  be 
published  in  the  Virginia  Gazette. 

Latimer  Holstead,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

Whereas  I  have  been  so  imprudent  as  to  act  contrary  to 
the  ninth  Article  of  the  Continental  Association,  as  well  as 
of  a  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Norfolk  County,  in  the 
sale  of  a  parcel  of  corn,  I  do  now  declare  tuy  sincere  sor- 
row for  the  said  ofience,  which  proceeded  entirely  from  my 
misunderstanding  the  matter ;  and  I  promise  so  to  conduct 
myself  in  future  as  to  give  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  and 
humbly  hope  the  publick  will  accept  of  this  acknowledg- 
ment, by  again  receiving  me  into  their  favour  and  protec- 
tion. Bennet  Armstrong. 

Norfolk,  July  18,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  Norfolk  County, 
July  18,  1776: 

It  having  been  made  appear  to  the  Committee  for  this 
County,  held  on  the  20th  of  June  last,  that  Bennet  Arm- 
strong had  violated  the  ninth  Article  of  the  Continental  As- 
sociation, which  was  then  ordered  to  be  published  in  the 
Gazette,  and  the  said  Armstrong  this  day  appearing,  and 
presenting  a  recantation,  promising  in  future  to  give  no  just 
cause  of  complaint, 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  Bennet  Armstrong,  on  publisli- 
ing  his  apology  in  the  Gazette,  be  recommended  to  the 
publick  as  a  proper  object  of  clemency. 

Latimer  Holstkad,  Ckrk  pro  (em. 


CALVERT  COUNTY  (mARYLANd)  COMMITTEE. 

Calvert  County,  June  20,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Present,  eight  Members ;  Mr.  B.  Mackall,  in  the  Chair. 
The  following  Depositions  were  taken : 

David  Hunter,  of  Calvert  County,  being  sworn  on  the 
Holv  Evangels  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  :  That  some 
time  about  last  Christmas,  a  certain  M'illiam  Wallen  (now 
residing  in  the  city  of  Annapolis)  came  to  this  deponent's 
house,  and  said  that  he  had  been  sitting  up  the  night  before 
at  Colonel  Fitzhugh's,  in  company  with  Governour  Eden, 
and  asked  said  Hunter  why  his  boat  lay  idle,  when  he  could 
receive  money  for  her.  This  deponent  asked  him  from 
whom?  The  said  Wallen  answered,  that  he  would  give 
him  money,  if  he  (the  said  Hunter)  would  carry  a  letter  to 
Lord  Dunmore ;  then  offered  him  (this  deponent)  three  or 
four  half-joes,  and  told  him  that  if  he  (the  said  Hunter)  was 
taken,  he  would  be  supplied  with  books  and  provisions,  and 
handsomely  rewarded  when  released. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  the  subscriber,  the  day  and  year 
above.  Richard  Parran. 

David  Hunter,  Jun.,  of  Calvert  County,  being  sworn  on 
the  Holy  Evangels  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth :  That  he 
was  present  when  the  said  Wallen  offered  his  father  a  sum 
of  money  to  carry  a  letter  to  Lord  Dunmore ;  that  said 
Wallen  asked  this  deponent's  father  whether  this  deponent 
was  a  Whig  or  Tory,  and  being  answered  by  this  deponent 
that  he  was  neither,  the  said  Wallen  asked  this  deponent 
what  it  would  be  for  him  to  be  confined  in  a  Jail,  when  he 
would  be  supplied  with  history  ?  And  that  in  case  he,  this 
deponent,  met  with  any  tenders,  that  he  might  throw  the 
letter  overboard. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  day  and  year  within-mentioned. 

Richard  Parran. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  Depositions  be  immediately 
sent  to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Anne  Arundel 
County. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes : 

Benjamin  Mackall,  4th  Clerk  pro  tern. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    DOCTOR   JOHNSON. 

[No.  28.]  Annapolis,  June  20,  1776. 

Sir:  We  received  yours  of  the  14th,  informing  us  of  the 
discovery  of  a  cliff  or  bank  on  the  river  Patuxent  strongly 
impregnated  with  common  salt,  and  are  in  great  hopes  that 
on  a  further  inspection  it  may  prove  adequate  to  our  utmost 
wishes ;  but  as  experiment  only  can  ascertain  the  quantity 
of  the  earth  of  that  quality,  you  will  greatly  oblige  us  if  you 
would  make  the  proper  trials,  how  far  and  to  what  depth 
it  may  probably  be  traced.  If  its  extent  should  be  consi- 
derable, it  will  be  a  discovery  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  publick ;  and  we  therefore  wish  you  would  immediately 
communicate  to  us  the  success  of  your  inquiry,  and  we  will 
most  cheerfully  reimburse  you  all  expenses  you  may  be  at 
in  making  the  experiment. 

We  are  pleased  with  the  progress  you  advise  us  you  are 
making  in  the  manufactory  of  saltpetre,  and  are  in  liopes 
that,  by  a  skilful  management  and  proper  attention  of  the 
several  managers  in  this  Province,  the  demands  for.  that 
useful  article  may  be  sufficiently  supplied  in  a  short  time. 
We  wish  you  full  success ;  and  are  yours,  8ic. 

To  Dr.  Edward  Johnson,  Calvert  County. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OP  SAFETY  TO  CAPTAIN   VANBIBBER. 

[No.  29.]  Annopolis,June20,  1776. 

Sir:  You  have  enclosed  an  invoice  and  bill  of  lading 
for  two  hundred  and  forty  barrels  of  flour,  forty  barrels  of 
bread,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  kegs  of  bread,  in  the 
schooner  Three  Sisters,  Captain  Joseph  Handy,  master, 
which  we  hope  will  reach  you  safe.  You  will  dispose  of 
the  cargo  to  the  best  advantage,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Pro- 
vince, according  to  your  general  instructions  and  the  letters 


heretofore  sent  you,  and  be  pleased  to  make  our  returns  by 
the  saiffe  vessel,  in  small-amis,  to  which  you  may  add  a  few 
field-pieces,  if  to  be  had  cheap.  If  these  cannot  be  got, 
you  are  to  send  us  powder  and  blankets.  We  designed  to 
send  you  also  two  other  vessels — the  brigs  Fortune  and  Ro- 
gers— but  these  vessels  have  been  long  detained  by  the 
men-of-war  and  tenders ;  the  brig  Fortune  had  sailed,  but 
was  obliged  to  put  back  again.  We  apprehend  that  we 
shall  be  obliged  to  unload  these  vessels,  and  send  their 
cargoes  to  you  in  smaller  vessels. 

We  have  received  your  letters  of  the  9th  and  22d  March, 
and  have  also  paid  your  bill,  dated  24th  March,  to  Captain 
John  Stout,  for  eight  hundred  dollars ;  and  also  your  draft 
to  Captain  Copper  on  W.  Lux,  for  ninety  pounds  currency  : 
and  have  got  in  safe  the  goods  you  sent  us  by  the  Wicked 
Dick,  Captain  Tibbet,  also  by  the  pilot-boat  Chatham,  and 
some  powder,  we  hear,  is  arrived  in  North- Carolina,  not 
got  to  hand.  We  would  caution  you  against  sending  any 
more  that  way  as  yet ;  the  coast  there  is  too  dangerous  at 
present — full  of  men-of-war  and  tenders.  We  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  from  you  by  every  good  opportunity ;  and  are,  &c. 
To  Captain  Abraham  Vanbibber. 

P.  S.  The  brig  Nancy,  Captain  Wise,  addressed  to  you, 
has  been  unfortunately  taken  by  a  tender  in  Annamosseck- 
Road,  in  a  fog  which  prevented  the  Captain  from  seeinc 
her  approach  until  she  was  so  near  that  he  could  not  avoid 
the  misfortune. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  CAPTAIN  HANDY. 

[No.  30.]  Annapolis,  June  20,  1776. 

Sir:  You  are  to  proceed  from  hence  with  all  possible 
despatch  to  the  Island  of  St.  Eustatia,  with  the  letter  direct- 
ed to  Mr.  Abraham  Vanbibber,  who  will  give  you  directions 
what  you  are  to  do  with  your  cargo ;  his  advice  you  are  to 
follow  in  every  particular.  Should  you  have  any  goods  put 
on  board  by  Captain  Vanbibber  to  bring  back,  as  soon  as 
you  have  done  your  business  make  the  best  of  your  way 
home,  and  avoid  speaking  with  vessels  on  the  coast  or  else- 
where. When  you  come  into  the  latitude  of  our  Cape,  if 
you  have  a  strong  fair  wind  in,  and  no  danger  of  men-of- 
war  or  tenders,  push  up  the  Bay  as  far  as  possible ;  if  you 
find  a  better  chance  of  getting  safe  into  any  of  the  inlets 
between  Cape  Henlopen  and  Cape  Charles  than  into  our 
Bay,  you  may  push  into  one  of  them,  and  send  an  express 
to  the  Council  of  Safety,  letting  them  know  where  you  are, 
and  what  you  have  got ;  take  care  to  land  your  goods  as 
soon  as  you  can,  under  the  direction  of  a  Committee,  for  fear 
of  being  followed  by  tenders,  or  other  armed  vessels.  In 
going  out  you  are  to  take  a  brisk  gale  of  wind,  or  get  out  in 
the  night.  Hope  you  will  conduct  yourself  with  care  and 
industry  in  the  voyage.  If  you  are  chased,  and  find  you 
must  be  taken,  throw  all  your  papers  overboard,  with  weights 
to  sink  them.  Should  Mr.  Vanbibber  not  be  at  St.  Eustatia, 
or  in  that  neighbourhood,  you  are  to  apply  to  Mr.  Richard 
Harrison,  at  Martinique,  and  deliver  your  letter  for  Van- 
bibber to  him,  and  follow  his  directions.  We  are,  &c. 
To  Captain  Joseph  Handy. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  CU»IBERLAND  DUGAN. 

[No.  31.]  Annapolis,  June  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  you  have  an  order  for  one  hundred  barrels 
of  flour,  now  in  possession  of  Messrs.  Lux  &f  Rowley,  which 
we  have  already  paid  them  for,  and  was  to  have  gone  by 
the  pilot-boat  Chatham;  you  will  be  pleased  to  fill  up  the 
vessel  with  some  of  the  superfine  flour,  most  likely  to  keep 
and  answer  the  market ;  and  where  flour  cannot  be  stowed 
away,  then  kegs  of  bread  ;  and  if  there  be  not  flour  sufficient 
that  is  good  and  likely  to  keep,  then  put  on  board  bread  to 
make  up  the  cargo.  No  time  is  to  be  lost,  that  this  vessel 
may  be  got  away  with  all  imaginable  speed. 

We  are,  &.c. 
To  Mr.  Cumberland  Dugan. 

MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    LUX    AND    ROWLEY. 

[No.  32.]  Annapolis,  June  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Please  to  deliver  to  Captain  Joseph  Handy 
the  quantity  of  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  which  we  have 
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already  paid  for,  and  was  to  liave  gone  by  the  pilot-boat 
Chatham.     We  are,  &.c. 
To  Messrs.  Lux  Sf  Bowky. 

MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    CUMBERLAND    DUGAN. 
[No.  33.]  Anaapolis,  June  20,  1776. 

Sik:  Since  writing  the  enclosed  letter,  we  have  some  ex- 
pectation of  loading  another  vessel  of  about  six  hundred  and 
fifty  barrels,  and  should  be  glad  to  know  when  the  bread 
will  be  baked ;  we  shall  probably  want  it  next  week ;  as 
also  all  the  flour  the  Three  Sisters  cannot  take. 

We  are,  &;c. 
To  Mr.  Cumberland  Diigan. 


MABYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  JOHN  LEYPOLD. 

[No.  34.]  Annapolis,  June  20,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Council  of  Safety  request  you  would  go  to 
Baltimore  town,  and  examine  the  flour  now  in  the  ware- 
house of  Mr.  Cumberland  Dugan ;  also  examine  some  of 
the  flour  now  on  board  the  brigs  Fortune  and  Rogers,  and 
let  us  know,  on  your  return,  what  state  the  same  is  in. 

We  are,  &c. 
To  Mr.  John  Leyjmld. 


TO   THE    PEOPLE. 


In  times  like  the  present,  it  is  necessary  that  the  chain  of 
political  occurrences  should  be  continued  among  the  people 
without  any  material  interruptions  ;  because,  in  order  to  be 
unanimous  in  our  conduct,  our  knowledge  of  men  and  things 
must  lead  the  way  ;  for  people  cannot  be  expected  to  act 
alike  who  are  not  alike  informed.  For  this  reason,  there- 
fore, the  following  concise  clue  or  chain  of  circumstances 
which  have  happened  in  the  politicks  of  this  city  since  the 
meeting  at  the  State-House  on  the  20th  of  May,  is  given  to 
the  publick : 

The  purpose  of  that  meeting  was  to  agree  upon  a  Protest 
to  be  presented  to  the  House  of  Assembly  against  their 
having  anything  to  do  with  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
15th  oi May,  for  establishing  a  new  Government;  and  the 
reasons  assigned  were,  the  embarrassments  the  House  were 
under  by  oaths  of  allegiance  to  our  enemy ;  their  acting  in 
conjunction  with  the  King's  representative ;  their  insufB- 
ciency  for  business  in  general ;  and  the  influence  which 
many  of  the  Members  appeared  to  be  under  by  Crown  and 
Proprietary  connections  and  dependancies :  to  which  we 
may  now  add,  that  the  conduct  of  those  men  since  has  shown 
that  the  suspicions  of  the  publick  were  well-grounded. 

The  Protest  was  delivered  in  to  the  Assembly  soon  after 
the  dissolution  of  the  meeting; — on  the  part  of  which  it, 
should  be  observed  that  its  objections  against  the  authority 
of  the  House  were  limited  to  the  single  instance  of  their 
framing  a  new  Government,  and  left  it  at  large  in  all  other 
cases.  "  We  mean  not,"  say  the  protestors,  "  to  object 
against  the  House  exercising  the  proper  powei-s  it  has 
hitherto  been  accustomed  to  use,  for  the  safety  and  conve- 
nience of  the  Province,  until  such  time  as  a  new  Constitu- 
tion, originatigg  from,  and  founded  on  the  authority  of,  the 
people,  can  be  finally  settled  by  a  Provincial  Convention  to 
be  called  for  that  purpose."  This  being  the  case,  it  follows 
that  neither  the  House  nor  any  separate  Members  thereof 
can  lay  hold  on  anything  said  or  insinuated  in  the  Protest 
as  an  excuse  or  subterfuge  for  their  own  neglect  of  the  pub- 
■  lick  safety. 

Let  us  now  take  a  review  of  the  conduct  of  the  House 
on  this  occasion.  The  Protest  being  read,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table :  some  proposed  to  have  it  laid  under  the 
table.  It  signified  but  little  which  was  done,  as  the  pro- 
testors had  taken  a  decided  part,  and  intended  to  go  through 
with  the  matter. 

In  this  sitting,  the  Assembly  got  into  a  double  way  of 
doing  business.  Part  of  their  resolves  were  only  passed  and 
circulated  among  the  people,  but  are  not  to  be  found  upon 
their  printed  votes ;  and  in  one  case  their  printed  votes  con- 
tradict their  verbal  resolves :  for  it  was  given  out  that  the 
House  had  resolved  to  do  business  without  the  Governour — 
consequently,  they  no  longer  acknowledged  him  in  that 
character ;  yet  their  votes  are  titled  as  before,  "  John  Penn, 


Esquire,  Governour."  It  was  given  out  that  they  had  ab- 
solved, or  dissolved,  or  some  how  or  other  got  over  and 
thrown  aside  the  oaths  of  allegiance;  but  nothing  of  this 
appears  upon  their  printed  votes,  neither  have  we  any  au- 
thority for  believing  it,  unless  Mr.  James  Rajtkin's  letter  to 
the  inhabitants  of  York  County  be  admitted  as  evidence. 
In  that  he  says:  "The  Committee  of  York  might  have 
known  that  the  House  has  dispensed  with  the  oaths." 

No  "ayes"  or  "nays"  are  to  be  found  this  sitting;  for 
when  any  objecting  Members  found  they  could  not  carry 
their  point,  they  withdrew  their  objection,  to  avoid  being 
known  to  the  publick. 

It  is  impossible  that  confidence  can  be  placed  in  .any 
House,  let  its  name  be  what  it  may,  that  acts  one  thing 
within  doors,  and  in  its  printed  votes  holds  forth  a  different 
one  to  the  world. 

The  case  respecting  the  oaths  is  as  follows :  The  new 
Members  were  admitted  to  take  their  seats  without  them. 
A  Member  then  moved  that  the  German  inhabitants  of  this 
Province  be  hereafter  considered  as  legal  voters  without 
taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance.  This  was  certainly  a  just  and 
reasonable  motion ;  for  if  allegiance  was  no  longer  a  necessary 
qualification  for  a  Representative,  it  was  no  longer  a  neces- 
sary qualification  in  an  elector.  On  this,  one  of  the  Pro- 
prietary gentlemen,  who  had  taken  his  seat  without  oaths, 
moved  to  have  the  matter  respecting  the  admission  of  the 
Germans  put  off.  He  was  seconded  by  another  of  the  same 
cast ;  but,  finding  that  such  a  glaring  partiality  would  not 
be  supported  by  the  House,  they  withdrew  their  motion,  to 
avoid  appearing  among  the  nays.  A  Committee  was  after- 
wards nominated  to  draw  up  "  resolutions  for  rendering 
naturalizatioa  and  the  oaths  or  affirmations  of  allegiance  un- 
necessary in  all  cases ;"  but  the  matter  dropped  here,  and 
never  passed  the  House. 

It  is  peculiarly  remarkable  that  the  persons  who  objected 
against  admitting  the  Germans  were  put  on  the  Committee 
for  taking  off  their  disqualifications ;  by  which  artful  scheme, 
the  objectors  to  their  enfranchisement  were  represented  in 
the  votes  as  their  friends.  Nor  was  there  a  Committee  of 
any  consequence  throughout  the  last  sitting  in  which  the 
names  of  the  Proprietary  party  are  not  to  be  found.  This 
could  not  but  be  considered  as  a  constant  insult  upon  the 
protestors,  as  one  of  their  principal  causes  of  objection 
against  the  House  was  the  weight  of  that  influence  in  it. 

If  the  votes  of  the  House  be  examined,  it  will  appear 
that  they  have  gone  through  nothing — spent  their  time  to 
no  purpose ;  and  the  cause  of  this  neglect  is  clearly  evident. 
They  were  got  into  parties,  and  though  they  sometimes 
joined  in  general  matters,  yet  the  greater  part  of  their  time 
was  taken  up  in  watching  each  other's  motions.  The  Pro- 
prietary party,  still  pinning  its  dependance  upon  the  Crown, 
had  the  ruinous  delusions  of  reconciliation  in  view.  The 
popular  party,  believing  that  nothing  but  a  final  separation 
from  Britain  and  a  well-confederated  union  of  all  the  Co- 
lonies could  secure  our  happiness,  were  very  suspicious  of 
the  designs  of  the  Proprietary  party ;  and  between  these 
two,  a  certain  gentleman,  the  framerof  tiie  first  instructions 
to  the  Delegates,  steered  an  indefinite  couree,  sometimes 
agreeing  with  one  side,  sometimes  with  the  other,  sometimes 
with  neither ;  seeming,  upon  the  whole,  to  iiave  no  other 
fixed  object  in  view  than  iiimself. 

The  first  business  which  appears  upon  the  printed  votes 
is  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  for  drawing  up  a  memo- 
rial to  be  presented  to  Congress,  praying  to  be  informed 
"■  whether  the  Assemblies  and  Conventions  now  subsisting 
in  the  several  Colonies  are,  or  are  not,  the  bodies  to  whom 
the  consideration  of  continuing  the  old  or  adopting  new  Go- 
vernments is  referred  ?"  This  memorial  contains  an  insult 
botii  upon  the  people  and  the  Congress,  because  it  solicits 
a  qualification  from  the  Congress,  which  the  Congress,  in 
the  preamble  to  their  resolves,  say  ought  to  come  fiom  the 
people.  Neither  does  the  resolve  of  Congress  say  anything 
about  continuing  the  old  Government,  but  of  totally  sup- 
pressing it.  Wherefore  the  memorialists  request  an  expla- 
nation on  a  case  which  is  not  within  the  meaning  of  the 
resolve.  But  this,  like  whatever  else  the  Assembly  took  in 
hand  in  their  late  and  last  sitting,  came  to  nothing,  being 
never  presented. 

The  affair  of  the  row-galleys  came  next  on  hand.  Men 
in  office  are  naturally  jealous  of  their  honour,  especially 
when  they  conceive  that  they  have  done  their  duty.     The 
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engagement  between  the  ships  and  the  row-galleys,  being 
the  first  of  the  kind  happenbg  here,  was  managed  on  the 
part  of  the  hitter  beyond  anything  that  couki  be  expected. 
Nevertheless  the  CajJtains  conceived  themselves  aggrieved 
by  some  reports  circulated  soon  after  the  engagement,  to  re- 
move which  they  published  a  handbill ;  and  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  in  order  to  justify,  or  perhaps  rather  to  revenge 
themselves,  went  much  farther  with  it,  and  although  the  ' 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  had  an  opportunity 
to  have  softened  and  healed  up  the  difference,  they,  by  their 
report,  have  only  irritated  and  made  it  worse,  and  after  com- 
plying with  the  request  of  the  Captains  for  a  hearing,  broke 
up  without  fulfilling  it.  This  matter  would  not  have  risen 
to  the  present  height  had  there  been  no  secret  enemy  at  the 
bottom. 

While  the  House  was  sitting,  it  received  a  letter  from  the 
Convention  of  Virginia,  setting  forth  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced that  body  to  support  the  doctrine  of  Independence ; 
which  letter  was  read  in  the  House,  laid  aside,  and  no  an- 
swer returned.  The  incivility  of  such  a  proceeding  tends 
to  weaken  the  friendship,  and  consequently  the  union  of  the 
Colonies. 

In  consequence  of  a  memorial  from  the  freemen  of  Cum- 
berland County,  a  motion  was  made  in  Assembly  for  with- 
drawing the  instructions  to  the  Delegates  ;  and  after  a  debate 
of  three  days  new  ones  were  agreed  upon.  The  preamble 
to  the  new  instructions  runs  thus :  '•  When,  by  our  instruc- 
tions of  last  November,  we  strictly  enjoined  you,  in  behalf  of 
this  Colony,  to  dissent  from,  and  utterly  to  reject  any  pro- 
position, should  such  be  made,  that  might  cause  or  lead  to 
a  separation  from  Great  Britain,  or  a  change  of  the  form 
of  this  Government,  our  restrictions  did  not  arise  from  any 
difBdence  of  your  abilities,  prudence,  or  integrity,  but  from 
an  earnest  desire  to  serve  the  good  people  of  Pennsylvania 
with  fidelity." 

The  reason  here  given  is  vague,  general,  and  unsatisfac- 
tory ;  neither  did  the  circumstances  of  things  then  confirm 
or  corroborate  with  the  reason  given  now,  because  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  Continental  Union  existed  as  much  at  that  time 
as  this.  But  since  the  House  hath  pleaded  a  kind  of  "  not 
guilty"  excuse  for  their  instructions,  it  is  but  right  that  they 
should  know  part  of  the  opinion  which  some  of  the  publick 
entertained  respecting  those  instructions,  which  was,  that 
they  considered  them  as  an  artful  and  selfish  compromise  for 
the  safety  of  the  persons  who  were  the  promoters  of  them ; 
and  there  is  very  little  doubt  to  be  made,  but  that  the  honour 
of  firet  drawing  them  up,  passing  them,  or  acting  under 
them,  would  have  been  strongly  contended  for,  and  pleaded 
as  an  evidence  of  the  loyalty,  both  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly and  their  Delegates,  in  case  the  enemy  had  been  able 
to  have  penetrated  this  Province.  The  new  instructions 
left  the  Delegates  at  large ;  yet  we  have  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  their  conduct  in  Congress  is  altered  thereby.  The 
opponents  of  Independency  may  as  well  invite  the  enemy 
at  once,  as  to  continue  to  do  it  by  holding  out  the  doctrine 
of  reconciliation  ;  for  we  observe  that  Britain  of  late  has 
directed  all  her  force  towards  those  Provinces  only  where 
independence  prevails  least,  because,  from  such  Provinces, 
she  naturally  expects  the  least  resistance. 

The  rescinding  the  old  instructions  was  violently  opposed 
by  the  Proprietary  party ;  everything  respecting  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  was  represented  by  them  in  the  softest 
colours.  One  of  those  gendemen  declared  in  the  House 
that  he  thought  the  King's  answer  to  the  Petition  of  the 
City  of  London  "  a  very  proper  one." 

After  passing  those  instructions,  a  new  scheme  began  to 
appear,  in  the  House,  which,  if  carried  into  execution,  would 
probably  have  thrown  the  Province  into  irrecoverable  dis- 
order. It  was  wished  by  some  friends  that,  in  order  to  con- 
ciliate matters,  the  House  would  pass  a  resolve,  recom- 
mending the  electing  of  a  Convention  on  the  equitable  plan 
proposed  on  the  20th  o(  May ;  but  those  Members  who 
conceived  themselves  disappointed  because  the  resolve  of 
Congress  was  not  wholly  left  to  the  House,  formed  a  scheme 
for  carrying  the  matter  respecting  the  Convention  much 
farther  than  bare  approbation,  and  were  for  entering  upon 
the  business  itself,  by  fixing  the  numbers  the  Convention 
should  consist  of,  the  proportion  to  each  County,  and  odier 
matters.  As  the  House  had  never  been  requested,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  forbidden  to  interfere  in  any  part  of  the  busi- 
ness of  a  new  Government,  and  as  nearly  all  the  Counties 


had  at  that  time  nominated  their  Deputies  to  the  Conference, 
some  of  which  were  upon  the  road,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  settling  and  adjusting  the  number,  proportion,  time,  and 
place  of  the  Convention,  nothing  but  confusion  could  have 
been  produced  by  the  Assembly  meddling  therewith ;  be- 
cause the  Conference  would  have  met  notwithstanding,  and 
being  qualified  by  their  constituents  for  that  especial  pur- 
pose, their  authority  for  that  business  would  have  been  far 
superior  to  tiiat  of  the  Assembly,  and  in  this  case,  two  plans 
for  a  Convention  would  have  appeared  at  the  same  time, 
by  which  means  the  day  of  election  would  probably  have 
been  a  day  of  confusion,  some  insisting  on  one  mode  and 
some  on  the  other.  It  is  time  now  that  our  object  should 
be  single,  for  while  two  are  in  view,  the  spirit  of  disunion 
will  be  kept  alive.  The  discovery  of  this  scheme  created 
new  suspicions  between  the  Members  of  the  House ;  those 
who  considered  it  as  a  dangerous  experiment,  were  warmly 
against  it,  while  others,  who  had  not  fully  reflected  on  the 
consequences,  were  easily  drawn  in  to  approve  it ;  and,  un- 
der the  influence  of  these  apprehensions,  the  different  parties 
alternately  withdrew  from  the  House  to  frustrate  the  designs 
of  each  other,  till  the  Members,  heartily  tired  and  wearied 
with  mutual  disappointment,  agreed  to  break  up  the  House 
and  go  home.  In  their  votes,  they  have  called  it  an  ad- 
journment to  the  26th  ofAugtist,  but  there  were  present  at 
that  time  only  thirty-six  Members,  which  not  making  a  House, 
they  could  only  adjourn  from  day  to  day  for  the  want  of  a 
quorum,  and  not  until  another  sitting  ;  for  if  any  number  less 
than  a  House,  which  is  two-thirds  of  the  whole,  could  make 
a  regular  adjournment,  the  consequences  would  be  equally 
as  prejudical  as  if  the  power  of  adjourning  had  resided  in  a 
Governour ;  and  if  the  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  House 
at  that  time  will  contend  for  the  excellence  and  existence 
of  their  Charter,  they  ought,  should  the  House  ever  meet 
again,  to  be  impeached  of  high  treason  for  breaking  it  in 
almost  the  only  instance  in  which  it  was  valuable.  On  what- 
ever principle  the  separate  Members  may  justify  their  con- 
duct, is  not  here  intended  to  be  inquired  into  ;  but  as  a  House 
they  have  no  excuse.  They  have  deserted  the  publick  trust 
in  a  time  of  the  greatest  danger  and  difficulty.  Like  James 
II,  they  have  abdicated  the  Government,  and  by  their  own 
act  of  desertion  and  cowardice  have  laid  the  Provincial  Con- 
ference under  the  necessity  of  taking  instant  charge  of  af- 
fairs ;  and  I  see  not  how  the  Members  of  Conference  can 
excuse  themselves  without  attending  to  this  point.  The 
revolution  is  now  begun,  and  must  be  supported,  and  the 
Members  of  Assembly  have  their  apology,  by  saying  that  the 
Conference  was  to  meet  in  a  few  days. 

Besides,  the  confusion  now  subsisting  between  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  and  the  ofScei-s  of  the  row-galleys,  by  which 
the  welfare  of  this  city  and  Province  is  in  immediate  danger, 
makes  a  superintending  power  indispensably  necessary.  It 
matters  not  where  the  fault  lies,  or  whether  in  both — it  is  the 
consequences  which  the  publick  look  at.  One  thing  in  this 
dispute  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  which  is,  that  several  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety  are  suspected  Tories,  have  signed 
the  remonstrance,  and  are  highly  improper  to  be  at  the  head 
of  military  secrets  and  affairs  on  the  present  system  ;  and  I 
cannot  see  how  any  man,  especially  a  military  man,  holding 
independent  principles,  can  think  himself  safe  under  the  di- 
rection or  authority  of  those  who  oppose  them  ;  and  when 
this  matter  is  reflected  on,  there  will  appear  strong  reason 
to  believe  that  their  present  disputes  arise  from  a  heteroge- 
neous composition  in  the  present  Committee  of  Safety.  Be- 
sides which,  the  authority  of  that  body  being  derived  from 
the  House  of  Assembly,  is  at  present  in  suspense,  which, 
added  to  other  circumstances  that  are  daily  occuring,  lay  an 
absolute  duty  on  the  Conference  to  take  the  state  of  affairs 
into  consideration,  and  provide  accordingly. 

The  House  of  Assembly  has,  as  appears  by  their  votes, 
confessed  their  inability  to  go  through  the  necessary  mea- 
sures for  defence.  The  circumstance  is  this  :  the  resolve  of 
Congress  respecting  the  imbodying  six  thousand  men,  laid 
a  fortnight  on  the  Assembly's  table,  without  being  attended 
to,  and  at  the  time  of  their  dissolution,  they  passed  a  resolve 
excusing  themselves,  by  saying,  "  that  they  are  earnestly 
desirous  of  carrying  into  execution  the  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  1st  instant,  but  that,  as  they  despair,  after  repeated 
disappointments,  of  procuring  a  quorum  of  the  House,  they 
find  themselves  unable  at  this  time  to  proceed  on  the  said 
resolution."     Yet  the  House  took  an  effectual  method  to 
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prevent  tlieir  ever  being  able,  by  breaking  up  directly  after 
passing  the  said  resolve. 

Tliis  is  the  state  we  at  present  lie  in  ;  and  unless  something 
is  instantly  done  to  regulate  our  affairs,  the  consequences 
may  be  dreadful.  We  have  now  a  large  and  respectable 
representation,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  eight  Mem- 
bers from  the  different  Counties  ;  and  as  the  Assembly  hatii 
broken  up  and  deserted  its  trust,  the  inhabitants  have  now 
no  other  body  than  the  Conference  to  look  at  or  apply  to 
for  conducting  and  superintending  our  military  operations, 
and  restoring  order  and  confidence  throughout  the  Province, 
and  this  opportunity  ought  not  to  be  passed  over.  It  signi- 
fies but  little  what  our  particular  sentiments  respecting  modes 
and  forms  may  be,  because  it  is  our  safety  and  not  our  opi- 
nions that  is  most  at  stake. 

Philadelphia,  June  20,  1776. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  June  24,  1776,  and  referred  to  the  Board  of  War,] 

New-York,  June  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favours 
of  the  14th  and  18th  instant,  and  the  interesting  resolves  con- 
tained in  them,  with  which  I  have  been  honoured. 

The  several  matters  recommended  to  my  attention  shall 
be  particularly  regarded,  and  the  directions  of  Congress  and 
your  requests  complied  with  in  every  instance  as  far  as  in 
my  power. 

The  instituting  a  War  Office  is  certainly  an  event  of  great 
importance,  and  in  all  probability  will  be  recorded  as  such 
in  the  historick  page.  The  benefits  derived  from  it,  I  flatter 
myself,  will  be  considerable,  though  the  plan  upon  which  it 
is  first  founded  may  not  be  entirely  perfect.  This,  like  other 
great  works,  in  its  first  edition  may  not  be  free  from  error; 
time  will  discover  its  defects,  and  experience  suggest  the 
remedy,  and  such  further  improvements  as  may  be  neces- 
sary. But  it  was  right  to  give  it  a  beginning,  in  my  opi- 
nion. 

The  recommendation  to  the  Convention  of  New-York,  for 
restraining  and  punishing  disaffected  persons,  I  am  hopeful 
will  be  attended  with  salutary  consequences ;  and  the  prohi- 
bition against  exporting  provisions  appears  to  have  been  a 
measure  founded  in  sound  policy,  lest  proper  supplies  should 
be  wanted  wherewith  to  subsist  our  armies. 

I  have  transmitted  General  Schuyler  the  resolves  about 
the  Indians,  and  the  others  on  which  he  is  to  act,  and  have 
requested  his  strict  attention  and  exertions  in  order  to  their 
being  carried  into  execution  with  all  possible  despatch. 

I  note  your  request  respecting  Mr.  Hancock;  he  shall 
have  such  directions  as  may  be  necessary  for  conducting  his 
office,  and  am  happy  he  will  have  so  early  a  remittance  for 
paying  the  troops  in  his  department. 

The  silver  and  paper  money  designed  for  Canada  will  be 
highly  serviceable,  and  I  hope  will  be  the  means  of  re-esta- 
blishing our  credit  there  in  some  degree  with  the  Canadians, 
and  also  encourage  our  men  too,  who  have  complained  in 
this  instance.  When  it  arrives  I  will  send  it  forward  under 
a  proper  guard, 

I  have  communicated  to  Major-General  Gates  the  resolve 
of  Congress  for  him  to  repair  to  Canada,  and  directed  him 
to  view  Point-au-Fer,  that  a  fortress  may  be  erected  if  he 
shall  judge  it  necessary;  he  is  preparing  for  his  command, 
and  in  a  few  days  will  take  his  departure  for  it.  I  would 
fain  hope  his  arrival  there  will  give  our  affairs  a  complexion 
different  from  what  they  have  worn  for  a  long  time  past,  and 
that  very  essential  benefits  will  result  from  it. 

The  kind  attention  Congress  have  shown  to  afford  the 
Commander-in-Chief  here  every  assistance,  by  resolving  that 
recommendatory  letters  be  written  to  the  Conventions  of 
New-Jersey,  New-  York,  and  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  to 
authorize  him  to  call  in  the  Militia  in  cases  of  emergency, 
claims  my  thankful  acknowledgments,  and  think,  if  carried 
into  execution,  will  produce  many  advantages,  in  case  it 
may  be  expedient  at  any  time  to  call  in  early  reinforce- 
ments. The  delays  incident  to  the  ordinary  mode  may 
frequently  render  their  aid  too  late  and  prove  exceedingly 
injurious. 

1  this  evening  received  intelligence  of  the  19th  instant 
from  Captain  Pond,  of  the  armed  sloop  Schuyler,  of  his 
having  taken,  about  fifty  miles  from  this,  on  the  south  side 


of  Long-Island,  a  ship  and  a  sloop  bound  to  Sandy-Hook. 
The  ship  from  Glasgow,  with  a  company  of  tlie  Forty-Se- 
cond Regiment,  had  been  taken  by  one  of  Commodore 
Hopkins's  fleet,  who  took  the  soldiers  out  and  ordered  her 
to  Rhode- Island ;  after  which  he  was  retaken  by  the  Cerbe- 
rus, and  put  under  convoy  of  the  sloop.  As  Captain  Pond 
informs,  there  were  five  commissioned  officers,  two  ladies, 
and  four  privates,  on  board ;  they  are  not  yet  arrived  at 
Head-Quarters.  Enclosed  is  an  invoice  of  what  they  have 
on  board. 

General  Wooster  having  expressed  an  inclination  and 
wish  to  wait  on  Congress,  I  have  given  him  permission,  not 
having  any  occasion  for  him  here.  He  set  out  this  morn- 
ing. 

I  have  been  up  to  view  the  grounds  above  King's  Bridge, 
and  find  them  to  admit  of  seven  places  well  calculated  for 
defence;  and  esteeming  it  a  pass  of  the  utmost  importance, 
have  ordered  works  to  be  laid  out ;  and  I  shall  direct  part 
of  the  two  battalions  from  Pennsylvania  to  set  about  the 
execution  immediately,  and  will  add  to  their  number  several 
of  the  militia  when  they  come  in,  to  expedite  them  with  all 
possible  despatch.  Their  consequence,  as  they  will  keep 
open  the  communication  with  the  country,  requires  the  most 
speedy  completion  of  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  &c., 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


general    WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

New- York,  June  20,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  you  sundry  resolves  of 
Congress  respecting  the  Indians,  the  fortifying  Fort  Stan- 
wix,  he,  and  for  rendering  more  easy  and  commodious  our 
passes  into  Canada.  As  the  resolves  are  of  an  interesting 
and  important  nature,  I  must  request  your  particular  atten- 
tion to  them,  and  most  active  exertions  for  accomplishing 
and  carrying  the  whole  into  execution  with  all  possible  des- 
patch. 

I  am  hopeful  the  bounty  Congress  have  agreed  to  allow, 
as  you  will  perceive  by  the  last  resolve,  will  prove  a  power- 
ful inducement  to  engage  the  Indians  in  our  service,  and 
their  endeavours  to  make  prisoners  of  all  the  King's  troops 
they  possibly  can.  You  will  use  every  method  you  shall 
judge  necessary  to  conciliate  their  favour;  and,  to  this  end, 
you  are  authorized  to  promise  them  a  punctual  payment  of 
the  allowance  Congress  have  determined  on  for  such  offi- 
cers and  privates  belonging  to  the  King's  Army  as  they 
may  captivate  and  deliver  us. 

June  21. — I  have  this  moment  received  your  favours  of 

the  15th  and  17th,  and  the  post  being  about  to  depart  have 

not  time  to  answer  them  fully.     1  shall  only  add,  that  Lady 

Johnson  may  remain  at  Albany  till  further  directions. 

I  am,  &ic.,  /-,  T.f 

'        '  George  Washington. 

To  General  Schuyler. 


CAPTAIN    CREGIER    TO    THOMAS    RANDALL. 

On  board  the  Schooner  General  Putnam, ') 
Egg-Harbour,  June  20,  1776.      5 

Sir  :  After  my  due  respects  to  yourself  and  honourable 
House,  1  am  to  inform  you  that  on  my  passage  here  from 
Barnegat,  I  saw  three  sail  of  vessels  plying  to  the  north- 
east— they  appeared  to  be  three  ships.  I  immediately 
hauled  my  wind  to  speak  to  them,  the  wind  about  north  by 
west.  After  standing  for  them  some  time,  I  found  one  of 
them  to  be  a  very  large  ship,  and  was  soon  convinced  she 
was  a  ship  of  war  of  about  fifty  guns.  I  then  bore  away 
for  this  harbour,  where  I  arrived  this  morning.  1  cruised  in 
and  out  of  Barnegat  five  days,  in  hopes  of  meeting  some 
vessels  bound  into  that  inlet,  as  I  was  informed  two  vessels 
were  to  put  into  that  place.  This  information  I  received 
by  a  person  who  was  on  board  of  a  sloop  that  was  driven 
on  shore  by  the  Lively  frigate,  on  the  1 1  th  of  June.  She 
came  from  the  West-Indies,  having  on  board  about  three 
hundred  bushels  of  salt,  with  other  goods.  The  owners  were 
one  Schenck  ^  Vanvechten.  The  ship's  boats,  after  she 
struck  the  beach,  immediately  boarded  her,  but  the  inhabi- 
tantsijoming  to  them,  quitted  her  without  plundering.  They 
endeavoured  to  set  fire  to  her,  but  to  no  effect,  as  timely 
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assistance  prevented  their  scheme.     I  shall  keep  a  good 

look-out,  and  hope  to  render  a  better  account  in  ray  next ; 

and  am,  with  the  profoundest  respect,  your  most  obedient 

servant,  rn  r> 

Ihomas  Cregier. 

To  Thomas  Randall,  Esq. 


therefore,  as  a  citizen,  humbly  requests  the  honourable  Pro- 
vincial Congress  to  take  the  above  into  consideration,  and 
desires,  through  their  means,  satisfaction  for  the  same. 

William  Smith. 
New- York,  June  20,  1776. 


CORNELIUS    STEENROD    TO    NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 

Camp  at  New-York,  June  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  When  I  received  the  resolve  of  your  hon- 
ourable House,  appointing  me  to  the  command  of  a  Com- 
pany in  Continental  service,  liberty  in  that  resolve  was  given 
me  to  appoint  the  subaltern  officers  under  me  ;  which  com- 
pany I  have  since  completed,  with  commissioned,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  and  privates,  all  to  five  men,  who  stand 
ready  to  make  up  the  deficiency  if  they  might  know  who 
is  to  be  their  officers.  As  one  of  my  Lieutenants  is  cashier- 
ed, they  know  not  who  may  succeed  him :  if  it  should  be 
one  they  do  not  approve  of,  they  are  determined  not  to  join; 
and  those  who  have  already  joined  my  company  declare, 
that  if  they  cannot  have  the  choice  of  their  officers,  they 
will  not  serve,  be  the  consequence  what  it  will.  They  have, 
therefore,  with  my  consent,  made  choice  of  Mr.  Isaac  Ryck- 
man,  Jun.,  a  person  whom  they  greatly  approve  of,  and  are 
willing  to  serve  under. 

The  commissions  in  my  company  not  being  made  out, 
should  be  glad  your  Honours  would  consider  it,  and  order 
their  making  out,  which  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by, 
gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Cornelius  Steenrod. 

To  the  Honourable  Congress  of  New-York. 


COLONEL    HAND    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Pauius  Hook,  June  20,  1776. 
Sir  :  Being  under  the  necessity  of  crossing  the  ferry  from 
New-York  to  this  place,  I  had  a  fellow  passenger  in  the 
boat  who  talked  much  and  very  disrespectfully  of  our  efforts 
to  defend  the  city ;  particularly  that  the  British  troops  would 
land  on  Long-Island,  march  up  to  York,  and  destroy  the 
city  by  bombardment ;  that  there  was  no  doubt  but  they 
would,  at  any  time,  beat  us  fourteen  to  ten  ;  that  their  ships 
would  undoubtedly  demolish  our  fortifications ;  that  while 
we  amused  our  country  by  opposition,  the  people  were  fa- 
mishing. When  asked  how,  he  said  for  want  of  salt,  for  one 
instance.  I  could  add  more  of  his  impertinence,  but  think  it 
best  not  to  trouble  your  Excellency.  Three  gentlemen  who 
were  in  the  boat  sign  this  paper  as  evidences.  I  send  the 
delinquent  prisoner  for  your  Excellency's  examination  ;  and 
am  your  humble  servant, 

Edward  Hand,  Col.  First  Reg't. 

Caleb  Bruen,  Capt.  of  the  Artificers. 

William  Green. 

Lewis  Jones,  SergH  3d  Bat.  Yorkers. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


THOMAS    BROWN   TO    NEW-YORK   CONGRESS, 

New- York,  6th  month  20th,  1776. 
Esteemed  Friends  :  The  present  operation  of  drafting 
men  hath  caused  me  thus  to  address  you,  as  it  is  likely  to 
fall  heavy  on,  and  to  be  a  real  grievance  to,  some  of  your 
people  called  (Quakers.  I,  as  an  individual,  think  proper  to 
inform  you  that  I  am  a  man  of  a  sober  deportment,  and  can 
by  no  means  join  in  or  be  accessary  to  the  destruction  of 
men's  lives ;  knowing  assuredly  that  I  am  called  to  a  greater 
attainment  in  the  life  of  Christianity  than  what  is  hitherto 
professed  among  many :  and  although  some  of  us  swerve 
aside,  and  actually  join  with  others  in  your  present  commo- 
tions, and,  to  the  great  grief  of  some,  are  thought  to  be  in 
the  practice  of  unrighteous  gain,  which  is  now  prevalent ;  yet 
there  are  others  who  hold  out  a  light,  I  think,  conspicuous. 
Be  pleased  to  consider  me  a  man  of  low  circumstances,  who 
cannot  avail  myself  of  any  advantage  in  the  present  times, 
and  have  but  little  business  and  little  money  to  support  a 
young  family  during  these  troubles,  and  it  being  my  lot,  to- 
gether with  my  apprentice,  to  be  drafted,  it  will,  I  expect, 
prevent  me  following  any  business  longer;  and  as  there  are 
some  officers  who  may  be  exercised  with  less  lenity  than 
others,  and  may  be  immoderate  in  their  fines,  (as  has  been 
the  case  already,)  and  as  it  is  not  fit  that  any  oppression 
or  unrighteous  practices  should  be  the  effect  of  your  admin- 
istration, especially  at  a  time  when  we  are  contending  for 
right,  (however,  I  shall  at  this  time  avoid  being  prolix,)  shall 
request,  contrary  to  any  former  intention,  that  I  may  have 
liberty  to  retire  without  molestation  or  impediment.  And 
may  success  attend  your  endeavours  to  effect  a  reconcilia- 
tion, if  possible,  is  the  desire  of  your  respectful  friend, 

Thomas  Brown. 
To  the  Provincial  Congress,  now  sitting  in  New-  York. 


complaint     of     WILLIAM     SMITH     AGAINST     CAPTAIN    JOHN 
JOHNSON,    OF    colonel    McDOUGALl's    REGIMENT. 

On  the  night  of  the  18th  instant,  about  eleven  o'clock, 
the  said  William  Smith  coming  past  the  guard-house,  at  the 
corner  of  the  Fly  Market,  was  hailed  by  the  sentry,  and 
gave  the  countersign  rather  too  loud,  on  which  the  sentry 
took  him  to  the  guard-house,  where  the  said  Johnson  was 
Captain  of  the  guard,  who  immediately,  without  any  other 
provocation,  gave  orders  to  have  him  confined  up  stairs,  in 
company  with  two  or  three  vagabonds,  in  the  dark,  (saying, 
if  the  rascal  did  not  know  his  duty,  he  would  bring  him  to  a 
sense  of  it,)  where  he,  by  accident,  broke  some  glass  win- 
dows that  were  in  the  way ;  from  thence  he  was  ordered  into 
close  confinement,  Johnson  not  allowing  him  even  to  sit  down 
on  the  stairs,  or  to  write  to  his  wife  to  inform  her  where  he 
was ;  which  usage  so  irritated  him  that  he  could  not  refrain 
from  cursing  him,  as  he  readily  acknowledges  ;  when  John- 
son struck  him  with  his  fist.  In  this  place  he  was  confined 
till  about  nine  o'clock  the  next  morning,  a  negro  man  stand- 
ing sentry  over  him,  whom  Johnson  commanded  several 
times  to  run  the  said  William  Smith  through  the  body  with 
his  bayonet,  which  he  can  bring  a  witness  to  prove.     He, 
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THE    interest    OF    AMERICA. LETTER    III. 

It  is  proposed  that  we  should  be  a  proper  Democracy, 
and  form  into  a  free  popular  Government.  In  my  last  I 
offered  reasons  why  we  should  have  but  one  branch  of  Le- 
gislature in  a  Province.  I  would  propose  whether  each 
Province  might  not  proceed  something  in  the  following  man- 
ner: That  the  boundaries  of  the  Province,  County,  Towns, 
Precincts,  and  Districts,  for  the  present,  continue  as  they 
have  been ;  each  County,  City,  Town,  Precinct,  or  Dis- 
trict, choose  one,  or  such  a  number  of  persons  as  shall  be 
thought  proper,  to  represent  them  in  Provincial  Congress ; 
the  Provincial  Congress  yearly  appoint  a  Committee  of 
their  number,  (suppose  three  or  five,)  with  a  President,  who 
should  also  be  called  the  President  of  the  Province;  this 
President,  with  a  majority  of  the  Committee,  to  transact 
the  publick  business  that  shall  be  necessary  in  the  recess  of 
the  Congress,  and  call  together  that  body  upon  sudden 
emergencies,  &tc.;  the  Provincial  Congress,  once  in  a  cer- 
tain space  of  time,  to  choose  all  the  publick  officers  whose 
business  respects  the  whole  Province,  such  as  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Treasurer,  Secretary,  Publick  Notaiies,  At- 
torney-General, Sic.  There  should  be  an  annual  Town- 
meeting,  also  a  County-meeting,  (but  not  on  the  same  day,) 
through  the  Province,  at  which  time  each  County  should 
choose  three  or  four  Judges,  a  Sheriff,  a  County  Attorney, 
Sic,  and  each  Town,  Precinct  and  District  choose  not  less 
than  two,  and  not  above  seven,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and 
the  other  Town  Officers  as  has  been  usual  in  these  Pro- 
vinces ;  yet  it  is  probable  the  Judges  and  Justices,  and  some 
other  officere,  should  not  be  rechosen  oftener  than  once  in 
three  years.  The  laws  of  the  Province  (a  very  few  ex- 
cepted) to  continue  in  force  till  they  can  be  revised  and 
formed  into  a  new  code.  Where  there  is  reference  to  Bri- 
tish laws,  an  alteration  may  easily  be  made.  Whether  the 
Delegates  for  the  Continental  Congress  should  be  chosen  by 
the  Provincial  Congress,  or  by  each  County  choosing  one 
for  themselves,  deserves  well  to  be  considered,  and,  if  need 
be,  the  several  Counties  consulted  upon  that  head. 

The  proper  mode  of  Government  is  so  easy  and  natural, 
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that  when  a  Congress  is  met,  two  or  three  Committees, 
tailing  several  parts,  might,  in  one  day's  time,  form  the 
whole  plan  so  far  as  would  be  necessary  for  one  session, 
some  further  requisition  and  alterations  being  left  for  future 
lime. 

As  it  is  proposed  we  should  form  into  a  free  popular  Go- 
vernment, we  should,  as  much  as  possible,  guard  against  the 
disadvantages  and  difficulties  that  attend  such  a  form  of 
Government.  We  must,  from  the  beginning,  take  all  pos- 
sible care,  come  into  all  proper  methods,  and  use  all  proper 
means,  to  keep  the  Government  pure.  The  grand  difficulty 
of  popular  Government  lies  in  election.  If  elections  are 
free  and  regular,  it  will  be  impossible  to  shake  a  popular 
Government.  Corruption  and  bribery,  party  spirit  and  ani- 
mosities among  a  people,  afford  a  threatening  aspect.  Rich 
and  aspiring  men  there  will  always  be,  and  these  will  en- 
deavour to  corrupt,  bribe,  and  lead  the  populace.  This 
will  shake  the  foundation  of  a  free  State  ;  and  this  is  known 
by  aspiring  and  ambitious  men  ;  hence  they  will  always 
pursue  this  method.  There  are  always  a  number  of  men 
in  every  State  who  seek  to  rise  above  their  fellow-creatures, 
and  would  be  so  much  above  them  as  to  have  them  and 
their  estates  at  their  disposal,  and  use  them  as  their  footstool 
to  mount  to  what  height  they  please.  They  would  treat 
the  rest  of  mankind  as  we  do  our  cattle  and  horses,  or  as 
slaves  are  treated.  We  feed  and  take  care  of  our  horses, 
or  they  cannot  do  our  business ;  we  allow  slaves  food  and 
raiment,  or  they  cannot  labour  to  advantage ;  so  those  rich 
and  oppressive  men  would  allow  other  people  enough  to  till 
the  country  and  manage  manufactures  to  advantage,  and  if 
they  are  allowed  the  name  of  freedom,  it  is  but  a  name; 
for  all  that  can  possibly  be  spared,  beside  maintaining  their 
families,  shall  flow  in  some  channel  or  other  till  it  centres  in 
the  collective  gulf  of  riches  belonging  to  these  aspiring  men. 
Such  men  will  always  endeavour  to  corrupt,  bribe,  and  in- 
fluence the  populace,  too  many  of  whom  are  often  depend- 
ant upon  them  ;  and  if  people  will  not  maintain  their  liberty 
and  act  for  themselves  at  elections,  without  being  bought 
and  sold,  or  influenced  by  the  rich  and  great,  they  will  soon 
find  themselves  engulfed  in  the  arbitrary  Government.  As 
the  grand  thing  in  popular  Governments  is  to  keep  elec- 
tions free  and  incorrupt,  it  is  of  importance  that  as  many 
electors  as  possible  should  be  in  small  bodies.  It  is  not  so 
easy  to  corrupt  a  great  many  small,  distinct,  distant  bodies, 
as  it  is  one  large  one.  For  this  reason,  besides  some  others, 
I  think  it  would  be  better  that  each  Town,  District,  or  Pre- 
cinct, should  choose  a  Provincial  Delegate  or  two,  rather 
than  the  choice  should  be  made  by  Counties  ;  and  to  pre- 
vent the  bad  effects  of  corrupt  elections,  they  should  be 
often,  they  should  ordinarily  be  annual ;  for  if  people  find 
that  they  are  bit,  that  they  are  imposed  upon  by  intriguing, 
deceitful  men,  and  oppressive  measures  are  pursued,  they 
will  be  wise  enough  at  the  next  election  to  undo  what  they 
ignorantly  and  by  imposition  were  led  to  do  before.  Peo- 
ple will  feel  their  oppression,  and  when  they  have  severely 
felt,  they  will  wake  up  from  their  lethargy,  and  not  be  so 
ready  to  take  another  sleepy  dose.  Frequent  elections  will 
happily  tend  to  defeat  the  designs  of  aspiring  men. 

To  keep  elections  free,  we  must  have  good  laws ;  but  this 
is  not  enough  ;  it  should,  if  possible,  be  a  disgrace  not  to  act 
according  to  law.  A  good  custom  will  often  do  more  than 
a  good  law.  If  it  was  thought  mean  and  base  for  people  to 
be  bought  and  sold,  or  improperly  biased  at  elections,  they 
would  avoid  it.  Persons  of  sense,  reputation,  and  true  love 
to  their  country,  can  do  much  to  lead  people  into  a  manly, 
rational  way  of  thinking  and  acting  in  this  matter.  It  should 
be  a  maxim  that  no  man  be  allowed  to  thrust  himself  into 
office ;  to  seek  it,  to  court  it,  is  selfish  and  sordid.  No 
one  should  be  in  place  for  his  own  sake,  but  for  the  good  of 
the  whole ;  and  it  savours  too  much  of  pride  or  covetous- 
ness  for  a  man  to  put  himself  forward.  Time  has  been  in 
some  part  of  America  (I  have  known  it)  that  a  man  could 
not  more  effectually  disappoint  himself  than  by  letting  it  be 
known  that  he  was  desirous  of  an  office  or  delegacy.  No 
man  should  be  allowed  to  come  into  place  but  such  as  the 
people  choose,  and  desire  that  he  would,  for  the  sake  of  the 
publick  good,  take  upon  him  such  an  arduous  task.  Go- 
vernment is  a  weight  that  will  make  a  good  man  tremble. 
Every  man  that  is  fit  for  it  will  come  to  it  with  concern,  and 
if  it  might  be  would  much  rather  be  excused. 

I  cannot  conclude  at  present  without  expostulating  with 


my  countrymen  on  the  head  of  elections.  Many  of  you 
(many  more  than  I  should  have  expected)  suffer  yourselves 
to  be  imposed  upon  by  evil-designing  men.  Why  will  you 
not  act  for  yourselves  at  elections  ?  Why  will  you  be  bou'dit 
and  sold,  as  1  may  say,  or  be  influenced  by  some  of  the  most 
dangerous  of  yovn-  ftjilow-creatures  ?  Too  much  of  it  has 
been  seen  of  late,  and  there  is  danger  of  much  more  in  a 
short  time.  Will  you  be  blinded  ?  Will  you  be  beguiled  ? 
Will  you  be  overreached,  circumvented,  and  kidnapped  by 
designing  men  ?  There  are  numbers  in  our  land  disappoint- 
ed, sadly  disappointed.  They  were  heretofore  aspiring, 
they  hoped  they  were  rising,  they  had  their  schemes  for  pre- 
ferment, they  had  great  expectations;  but  they  have  met 
with  a  shock ;  things  work  contrary  to  them.  What  can 
they  now  do  ?  They  have  no  way  left  that  they  can  brook 
or  comply  with,  but  by  intriguing  and  planning  specious 
appearances  of  friendship,  and  every  art  of  deceit,  to  work 
themselves  into  place,  where  they  can  have  influence  to 
accomplish  something  agreeable  to  their  party.  They  are, 
with  appearance  of  friendship,  by  one  means  or  other,  creep- 
ing into  Offices,  Committees,  and  Congresses.  They  leave 
no  stone  unturned,  and  the  stone  which  they  can  turn  to 
most  advantage  is  corrupting  and  unduly  influencing  elec- 
tions. They  speak  fair,  they  will  join  in  the  country's  cause 
so  far  as  will  be  best  not  to  go  too  fast  and  run  into  danger ; 
they  appear  to  mean  you  great  good  will,  but  it  is  only  appear- 
ance. Let  them  have  their  way,  let  them  have  it  in  their 
power,  and  they  will  soon  again  subject  you  to  British  tyran- 
ny, or  to  a  tyranny  and  oppression  among  ourselves  not  much 
better.  They  will  proceed  from  step  to  step  until  you  are 
under  their  feet.  Their  apparent  friendship  now  is  in  order 
to  get  a  foot  into  the  stirrup,  and  when  they  are  once  well 
in  the  saddle,  you  may  be  sure  you  shall  be  ridden  till  you 
are  nothing  but  skin  and  bones.  Do  you  ask  how  you  shall 
know  these  men  ?  Ask  yourselves  what  these  men  were 
three  years  ago.  What  were  then  their  views  of  Govern- 
ment ?  What  were  their  pursuits  ?  Who  were  their  friends  ? 
What  party  were  they  of?  Whose  favour  were  they  seek- 
ing? Did  they  then  appear  true  friends  to  the  country  and 
the  common  people?  Are  they  not  men  that  are  brought 
to  the  freedom  which  this  country  is  coming  to,  with  the 
greatest  reluctance  ?  And  will  you  now  believe  they  are 
so  soon  become  friends  ?  Can  you  now  trust  them  to  form 
your  Government  and  make  your  laws  ?  Can  you  be  so 
credulous?  Can  you  believe  the  professions  of  these  men? 
Open  your  eyes,  act  for  yourselves,  trust  men  that  are  well 
known  for  a  long  time  to  have  been  friends  to  their  country. 
Be  upon  your  guard,  and  take  the  advice  of  those  that  are 
known  to  be  true  friends.  Act  for  yourselves  at  every  elec- 
tion. Sp  ART  ANUS. 


New- York,  June  20,  1776. 
Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  of  the 
31st  oi  May  last,  were  elected  for  this  City  and  County  the 
following  gentlemen,  to  serve  in  Congress  the  ensuing  year, 
with  the  additional  power  of  forming  a  new  Government 
for  this  Colony.  They,  with  the  Deputies  of  the  other 
Counties,  are  to  meet  in  Congress  here  on  the  second  Mon- 
day in  July  next. 

John  Jay,  Henry  Remsen,  Isaac  Roosevelt, 

James  Uuane,  John  Van  Cortlandt,  John  Broome, 

Philip  Livingston,  John  M.  Scott,  Peter  P.  Van  Zandt, 

Francis  Lewis,  James  Beekman,  Garret  Abeel, 

Isaac  Stoutenburg,  Anthony  Rutgers,  Robert  Harpur, 

William  Denning,  Evert  Bancker,  Abraham  P.  Lott, 

Abraham  Brasher,  Thomas  Randall,  Daniel  Dunscomb. 


NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE. 
Committee  Chamber,  New- York,  June  20,  1 776. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Committee  that 
printed  tickets  are  circulating  in  this  City  for  small  change, 
which,  if  permitted,  in  our  estimation  will  have  a  tendency 
to  depreciate  the  Paper  currency  emitted  by  Congresses, 
Committees,  or  Corporated  bodies :  Therefore,  Resolved, 
That  we  will  not  receive  in  payment  any  tickets  issued  by 
any  individual ;  and  we  do  recommend  to  the  publick  not  to 
encourage,  by  any  means,  the  circulation  of  any  such  tickets 
for  the  future. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

Joseph  Winter,  Secretary. 
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GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN. 

Albany,  June  20,  1776,  10  o'clock  P.  M. 

Dear  General:  Your  despatches  arrived  at  a  quarter 
past  eleven  this  morning. 

/I  very  seriously  deplore  the  disagreeable  situation  of  you 
and  your  Army  in  Canada,  and  although  I  applaud  your 
magnanimous  spirit,  yet  I  cannot,  by  any  means,  approve 
that  you  should  "  think  only  of  a  glorious  death,  or  a  vic- 
tory obtained  against  superior  numbers."  These  sentiments 
should  take  place  when  every  other  resource  is  cut  off,  and 
when  a  defeat  may  not  be  attended  with  decisive  conse- 
quences against  us.  The  evacuation  of  Canada  will  cer- 
tainly be  attended  with  many  disagreeable  ones ;  but  will  not 
the  total  destruction  of  our  Army,  and  a  consequent  loss  of 
the  country,  be  attended  with  those  infinitely  more  fatal? 
Surely  it  will.  I  only  mention  that  the  enemy  will,  in  that 
case,  be  able  to  penetrate  into  the  Colonies  by  the  way  of 
the  Lakes  ;  not  so  if  our  Army  retreats  in  safety.  Every 
effort  of  theirs  to  accomplish  it,  at  least  for  this  campaign, 
will  prove  ineffectual ;  but  should  they  ever  be  able  to  ad- 
vance to  the  most  southern  extreme  of  the  Lakes,  our  Army, 
with  reinforcements  from  Militia,  will  there  stop  their  pro- 
gress. I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  if  it  should  be  still  in  your 
power  when  you  receive  this,  that  you  ought  not  to  remain 
any  longer  at  Sorel  than  you  have  a  prospect  of  retreating 
with  safety,  and  that  the  better  to  secure  your  retreat,  every 
batteau,  as  I  have  formerly  observed,  which  you  can  possibly 
spare  ought  to  be  sent  without  the  least  delay  to  St.  Johns. 
I  think  I  am  fully  authorized  to  give  this  opinion  from  what 
you  say  of  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in  your  letter  to  his 
Excellency  General  Washington  and  me,  and  I  have  in- 
formed his  Excellency  that  I  would  give  you  the  above  ad- 
vice. 

Colonel  Dayton  is  in  Tryon  County;  we  shall,  I  believe, 
have  our  hands  full  in  that  quarter.  I  am  preparing  every- 
thing to  take  post  at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  to  repel  the  threat- 
ened invasion  of  the  Mohawk  River.  No  part  of  Colonel 
Wayne's  is  as  yet  arrived  here,  nor  any  of  the  Militia  order- 
ed by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  which  I  transmitted  you 
on  the  12th  instant. 

I  have  ordered  Colonel  Wynkoop  to  send  all  the  batteaus 
he  can  to  St.  Johns,  agreeable  to  General  Arnold's  and  Co- 
lonel Poor's  request,  signified  in  their  letters  of  the  13th  inst. 
This  will  deprive  me  from  forwarding  the  Militia  ;  but  if  you 
should  not  want  the  batteaus,  I  entreat  you  to  order  them 
back  to  Ticonderoga,  under  the  command  of  an  active  offi- 
cer, and  as  many  others  as  you  can  spare,  that  the  Militia 
may  be  sent  without  delay. 

Please  to  make  my  compliments  to  Major  Scammel;  the 
four  blank  commissions  I  have  are  at  Fort  George,  and  I 
will  order  one  to  be  forwarded  to  you  to  be  filled  up  for 
him. 

The  ague,  which  now  attacks  me  every  day  with  the  ut- 
most violence,  has  considerably  reduced  me,  and  a  few  fits 
more,  unless  they  become  more  moderate,  will  render  me 
equally  unfit  to  think  or  act. 

God  bless  you,  and  may  Heaven  smile  propitious  on  your 
endeavours. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  best  wishes  for  your  health  and 
happiness,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  General  Sullivan. 


ling  carriages,  prepared  for  guns,  on  each  side  the  harbour 
for  the  above  purposes.  The  river  is  navigable  for  large 
ships  for  three  or  tour  leagues  above  the  town  ;  the  river  is 
narrow,  and  the  shores  on  each  side  hilly  and  mountainous, 
so  that  if  the  enemy  should  ever  gain  possession  of  the  har- 
bour, shipping  might  easily  run  up  and  be  entirely  secure. 
No  harbour  for  vessels  of  any  considerable  burden  is  on  all 
the  north  side  of  Long-Island,  although  there  is  one  or  two 
which  serves  for  common  coasting  vessels. 

Acquainted  you  in  my  last  (to  which  refer)  that  we  were 
endeavouring  to  raise  troops  with  all  possible  despatch, 
agreeable  to  the  late  requisitions. 

Have  procured,  with  much  difficulty,  eighteen  hundred 
pounds  in  hard  money,  and  forwarded  to  the  Paymaster- 
General  in  the  Northern  Department. 

Have  not  room  to  add  but  that  I  am,  with  due  respect 
and  esteem,  your  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 
To  Honourable  President  Hancock. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  July  2,  177C.] 

Hartford,  June  20,  1776. 
Sir  :  Since  my  last  to  you,  per  Mr.  Huntington,  I  have 
procured  an  accurate  map  of  the  harbour  of  New-London, 
with  the  adjacent  Sound  and  shore,  which  I  now  transmit, 
by  which  you  will  be  better  able  to  see  and  judge  of  the 
great  convenience  and  importance  thereof,  and  hope  and 
trust  that  all  due  attention  will  be  given  thereto.  The 
mouth  of  that  harbour  is  so  narrow,  and  the  shores  of  such 
a  make,  that  guns  placed  near  the  Light-House,  and  over 
against  them  on  the  eastern  shore,  would  prevent  any  ship 
from  lying  nearer  than  without  Blackledge. 

This,  in  case  of  an  invasion  by  sea,  would  secure  a  pas- 
sage for  vessels,  out  or  inward  bound,  eastward  or  westward, 
unmolested  by  the  enemy.  Advantageous  posts  are  pitch- 
ed upon  on  the  two  sides  of  the  harbour-mouth,  and  travel- 


westeield  (Massachusetts)  committee. 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection,  and  Safe- 
ty, of  the  town  of  Westjicld,  having  heretofore  had  many 
complaints  of  the  inimical  temper  and  disposition  of  Captain 
John  Bancroft,  of  said  Westjield,  towards  the  grand  strug- 
gle for  the  preservation  of  American  liberty :  And  whereas 
information  being  had  that  the  said  John  received  into  his 
house,  fed,  and  refreshed  the  notorious  Captain  McKay  and 
his  attendants,  on  his  escape  (and  most  infamous  breach  of 
parole)  from  Hartford,  and  endeavour  to  get  through  the 
woods  to  Quebeck,  there  to  join  the  Ministerial  butchers,  to 
cut  the  throats  of  our  brethren  in  Canada :  In  consequence 
of  such  information,  we  summoned  the  said  John  to  appear 
before  us  ;  and  it  appearing,  on  examination,  by  his  own  con- 
fession, that  he  was  well  knowing  that  one  John  Graves  was 
gone  to  Springfield  or  Hartford  for  the  purpose  of  piloting 
prisoners  off,  and  that,  on  his  appearing  at  his  house  with 
said  McKay,  he  was  at  no  loss  what  their  business  was ; 
whereupon  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  whether  the 
feeding,  refreshing,  and  not  giving  notice  of  parole,  or  any 
ffrisoners,  on  their  escape  to  our  most  inhuman  enemies, 
does  not  fairly  prove  that  the  said  Captain  John  Bancroft 
is  an  enemy  to  American  liberty  ?  It  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  said  John  ought  to  be 
held  up  to  publick  view  as  an  enemy  to  American  liberty, 
and  all  persons  cautioned  against  holding  correspondence  or 
connection  with  him  until  he  is  of  a  better  temper  and  dis- 
position of  mind,  and  that  he  be  confined  within  the  limits 
of  his  own  farm  until  further  orders  of  the  Committee. 

Voted,  That  the  foregoing  proceedings  with  regard  to 
the  said  John  Bancroft  be  by  the  Clerk  of  said  Committee 
procured  to  be  inserted  in  the  Connecticut  Courant  and  one 
of  the  Boston  newspapers. 

Samuel  Mather,  Chairman. 

Westfield,  June  20,  1776. 


COMMODORE  HOPKINS  TO  GENERAL  GREENE. 

Providence,  June  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received  yours  of  the  24th  May,  and,  through  a 
continued  hurry,  found  no  opportunity  to  answer  it  before. 
I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  the  intelligence  you  give  me 
in  it.  I  have  nothing  new  to  acquaint  you  with,  save  that 
the  brig  Andrew  Doria  has  taken  two  transports,  with  two 
hundred  men  on  board,  and  I  believe  they  are  both  retaken 
by  the  men-of-war  in  coming  in  here.  We  have  lost  twenty- 
four  seamen  by  the  bargain,  and  have  in  their  room  four 
Scotch  officers  and  twenty-six  of  the  ships'  crew,  with  about 
one  hundred  broad-swords  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  small- 
arms,  which  Captain  Biddle  took  out. 

Captain  Whipple  had  a  small  engagement  the  day  before 
yesterday,  in  which  he  lost  one  man,  with  the  Cerberus,  of 
twenty-eight  guns,  and  six  small  guns  on  the  quarter  deck 
and  forecastle.  There  are  three  frigates  round  Block  Island, 
which  makes  it  difficult  to  get  in  or  out,  as  our  force  is  not 
sufficient  to  engage  them.  Shall  endeavour  to  make  some 
other  rendezvous  as  soon  as  I  can  get  the  vessels  all  out ;  at 
present  think  Boston  the  best  I  can  find  on  this  coast. 

I  must  request  the  favour  of  you  to  indulge  three  of  your 


999 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  fcc,  JUNE,  1776. 


1000 


soldiers  with  not  rating  tiiem  as  deserters,  viz ;  James  De- 
ment, Andrew  Ingersoll,  and  Edmund  Farsom,  belonging  to 
Captain  Warner's  Company,  in  Colonel  Little's  Regiment, 
who  went  out  in  the  Cabot,  and  two  of  them  came  back  in 
the  prize  ships  sent  in  by  the  Cabot  a  few  days  ago;  and 
ihey  tell  me  as  soon  as  the  ship  is  discharged  they  will  re- 
turn to  the  regiment.  They  have  behaved  so  well,  should 
be  sorry  they  should  lose  any  wages  that  may  be  due  to 
them.  Should  be  glad  of  your  directions  in  that  matter; 
whether  I  must  send  them  back  directly,  or  continue  them 
on  service  here. 

I  am,  with  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vant, r        u 

'  EsEK  Hopkins. 

To  Nathanael  Greene,  Esq.,  Brigadier-General  of  the  Con- 
tinental Troops,  at  New-York. 


COMMODORE    HOPKINS   TO    CAPTAIN    WHIPPLE. 

Providence,  June  20,  1776. 
Sir:  Herewith  1  send  a  letter  directed  to  you  from  the 
Congress.  Should  it  reach  you,  hope  you  will  immediately 
take  such  steps  as  you  may  be  able,  to  satisfy  the  Congress 
with  your  conduct.  Captain  Saltonstall  and  myself  are 
both  ordered  there  to  account  for  our  conduct.  Shall  take 
pleasure  in  your  company. 

Must  beg  you  to  be  exact  in  your  state  of  the  ship  and 
people  on  board  her;  and  as  the  ship  cannot  go  on  a  cruise, 
you  will  land  the  men  you  had  of  Colonel  Richmond. 
I  am  your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

EsEK  Hopkins. 

To  Abraham  Whipple,  Esq.,  Commander  of  the  Columbus> 

Newport. 


commodore    HOPKINS   TO  CAPTAIN  BIDDLE. 

Providence  June  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  orders  from  Congress  to  repair 
to  Philadelphia  immediately,  and  as  I  believe  Captain  Sal- 
tonstall and  Captain  Whipple  are  likewise  ordered  there,  the 
command  of  the  fleet  devolves  on  you,  as  oldest  officer. 
Should  be  glad  you  would  take  the  most  prudent  steps  to 
conduct  the  same  in  such  a  manner  as  will  be  most  for  the 
publick  good.  Be  careful  that  you  take  no  steps  with  the 
ships  till  further  orders  from  Congress. 

You  are  likewise  to  transmit  to  me  immediately  an  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  your  brig's  stores,  of  every  kind  of  pro- 
visions, a  list  of  the  effective  and  non-eifective  men,  and,  in 
short,  everything  relative  to  the  vessel  under  your  command. 
And  likewise  you  will  order  the  other  commanders,  Cap- 
tain Jones  and  Captain  Hacker,  to  do  the  same,  and  you 
will  transmit  them  with  your  own  as  soon  as  in  your  power. 

I  am  your  friend,  &c.,  t-        xr 

■'  '  LiSEK  Hopkins. 

To  Nicholas  Biddle,  Esq.,  Commander  of  the  Andrew  Do- 
ria,  at  Newport. 


GOVERNOUR   COOKE    TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  June  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  do  myself  the  ho- 
nour to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  enclosed  vote  of 
the  General  Assembly. 

The  putting  the  Colony  Brigade  ujion  the  Continental 
establishment,  for  which  we  esteem  ourselves  so  much  in- 
debted to  your  Excellency,  gave  the  highest  satisfaction. 
Mr.  Hopkins  sent  me  the  commissions,  with  power  to  fill 
up  those  for  the  Captains  and  subalterns  as  should  be  thought 
best  here,  but  added,  that  "  as  the  Field  Officers  will  be  ap- 
pointed, or  at  least  approved,  by  Congress,  I  could  wish  that 
you  would  transmit  to  me  the  names  of  such  gentlemen  as 
you  may  think  most  capable  to  fill  those  offices."  The  Ge- 
neral Assembly  have  not  nominated  any  persons  to  those 
offices.  I  most  earnestly  request  your  Excellency's  attention 
to  the  troops  in  this  Colony,  and  to  the  necessity  of  appoint- 
ing an  officer  of  ability  and  reputation  to  command  them, 
which  is  most  ardently  wished  by  everybody. 

1  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant,  ,,  „ 

iNlCHOLAS  CoOKE. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


Rhode-Island,  dw.,  in  General  Assembly, ) 
June  Session,  1776.      5 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  nemine  contradicentc,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  Assembly  be  given  to  his  Excellency  George 
Washington,  Esq.,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  forces  of  the 
United  Colonies,  for  his  favourable  representation  of  the  state 
of  this  Colony  to  the  most  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  interposition  in  procuring  the  Colony's  Brifade 
to  be  taken  into  Continental  pay,  and  that  his  Honour  the 
Governour  be  requested  to  transmit  to  his  Excellency  a  copy 
of  this  vote. 

A  true  copy.     Witness: 

Henry  Ward,  Secretary. 


GENERAL  WARD  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  June  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Continental  privateers 
brought  into  this  port,  the  18th  instant,  another  Scotch  trans- 
port, with  a  Highland  Company  of  Grenadiers  on  board, 
consisting  of  upwards  of  a  hundred,  with  their  officers,  with 
a  few  arms  more  than  what  belonged  to  the  company.  Each 
transport  brings  a  considerable  quantity  of  provisions  for  the 
troops.  The  prisoners  are  going  into  the  country  towns, 
agreeable  to  the  order  of  Congress. 

The  Colonel  mentioned  in  my  last  is  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell,  commander  of  one  of  General  Frazer's  Batta- 
lions of  Highlanders.  He  is  a  member  of  Parliament,  and 
a  gentleman  of  fortune. 

I  must  repeat  my  earnest  request  to  be  relieved  imme- 
diately, as  I  have  been  so  very  ill  for  some  time  past  as  to 
be  confined  to  my  chamber,  and  have  no  prospect  of  reco- 
vering my  health  until  I  have  a  relaxation  from  business. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


JOHN  BRADFORD  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Boston,  June,  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  that 
your  Colony  brig  Defence  is  now  in  this  port,  after  bein'r 
concerned  in  taking  two  ships  and  a  brig,  with  three  hundred 
and  thirty  privates  and  officers.  Your  worthy  commander 
is  now  sick  at  my  house,  where  the  best  care  shall  be  taken 
of  him.  His  disorder  was  a  violent  seizure  of  a  cold.  He 
has  had  two  physicians ;  they  have  given  him  an  emetic, 
and  taken  some  blood  from  him.  This  morning  he  is  so 
much  relieved  that  I  make  no  doubt  he  will  be  abroad  to- 
morrow. If,  in  the  interim,  anything  should  appear  which 
calls  our  cruisers  out,  I  shall  endeavour  to  get  the  brig 
among  them  to  share  in  the  emolument.  If  at  any  time  I 
can  render  your  Colony  any  services,  it  will  give  me  the 
highest  pleasure ;  being,  with  great  truth,  gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

J.  Bradford, 
Navy  Agent  for  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety. 


LORD    HOWE    TO    DR.    FRANKLIN. 

Eagle,  June  20,  1776. 

I  cannot,  my  worthy  friend,  permit  the  letters  and  parcels 
which  I  have  sent,  in  the  state  I  received  them,  to  be  landed 
without  adding  a  word  upon  the  subject  of  the  injurious  ex- 
tremities in  which  our  unhappy  disputes  have  engaged  us. 

You  will  learn  the  nature  of  my  mission  from  the  official 
despatches,  which  I  have  recommended  to  be  forwarded  by 
the  same  conveyance.  Retaining  all  the  earnestness  I  ever 
expressed  to  see  our  differences  accommodated,  I  shall  con- 
ceive, if  I  meet  with  the  disposition  in  the  Colonies  which 
I  was  once  taught  to  expect,  the  most  flattering  hopes  of 
proving  serviceable  in  the  objects  of  the  King's  paternal  so- 
licitude, by  promoting  the  establishment  of  lasting  peace  and 
union  with  the  Colonies.  But  if  the  deep-rooted  prejudices 
of  America,  and  the  necessity  of  preventing  her  trade  from 
passing  into  foreign  channels  must  keep  us  still  a  divided 
people,  I  shall,  from  every  private  as  well  as  publick  motive, 
most  heartily  lament  that  this  is  not  the  moment  wherein 
those  great  objects  of  my  ambition  are  to  be  attained,  and 
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that  I  am  to  be  longer  deprived  of  an  opportunity  to  assure 

you  personally  of  the  regard  with  which  1  am  your  sincere 

and  (iiilhful  humble  servant,  tj 

'  Howe. 

To  Benjamin  FraiMin,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

P.  S.  I  was  disappointed,  of  the  opportunity  I  expected 
for  sending  this  letter  at  the  time  it  was  dated,  and  have 
ever  since  been  prevented  by  calms  and  contrary  winds  from 
Kettinsr  here  to  inform  General  Howe  of  the  commission  with 
which  1  have  the  satisfaction  to  be  charged,  and  of  his  being 
joined  in  it. 

Off  Sandy  Hook,  12th  of  July. 


LOKD    HOWe's    circular    TO    THE    GOVERNOURS    OF    THE 
COLONIES. 

£agle,  off  the  Coast  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay, '} 

June  20,  1776.      5 

Sir:  Being  appointed  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  ships 
and  vessels  of  his  Alajesty's  Fleet  employed  in  North-Ame- 
rica, and  having  the  honour  to  be,  by  his  Majesty,  consti- 
tuted one  of  his  Commissioners  for  restoring  peace  to  his 
Colonies,  and  for  granting  pardons  to  .such  of  his  subjects 
therein  as  shall  be  duly  solicitous  to  benefit  by  that  effect  of 
his  gracious  indulgence,  I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  inform 
you  of  my  arrival  on  the  American  coast,  where  my  fii-st 
object  will  be  an  early  meeting  with  General  Howe,  whom 
his  Majesty  hath  been  pleased  to  join  with  me  in  the  said 
Commission. 

In  the  mean  time  I  have  judged  it  expedient  to  issue  the 
enclosed  Declaration,  in  order  that  all  persons  may  have 
immediate  information  of  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  inten- 
tions ;  and  I  desire  you  will  be  pleased  forthwith  to  cause 
the  said  Declaration  to  be  promulgated,  in  such  manner  and 
at  such  places  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  as  will  render 
the  same  of  the  most  publick  notoriety. 

Assured  of  being  favoured  with  your  assistance  in  every 
measure  for  the  speedy  and  effectual  restoration  of  the  pub- 
lick  tranquillity,  I  am  to  request  you  will  communicate  from 
time  to  time  such  information  as  you  may  think  will  facili- 
tate the  attainment  of  that  important  object  in  the  Colony 
over  which  you  preside. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  consider- 
ation, your  most  obedient,  humble  servant,  y. 


By  Richard  Viscount  HowE,o/<Ae  Kingdom  o/ Ireland, 
one  of  the  King's  Commissioners  for  restoring  peace  to 
his  Majesty's  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  North-Ame- 
BICA,  ^c,  ^c,  ^c. 

Declaration. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  Parlia- 
ment to  i)rohibit  all  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Colonies 
o[  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts- Bay,  Rhode-Island,  Con- 
necticut, New-York,  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three 
lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  South- Carolina,  and  Georgia,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned,  it  is  enacted,  that  "  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  person  or  persons,  appointed 
and  authorized  by  his  Majesty,  to  grant  a  pardon  or  pardons 
to  any  number  or  description  of  persons,  by  Proclamation, 
in  his  Majesty's  name  ;  to  declare  any  Colony  or  Province, 
Colonies  or  Provinces,  or  any  County,  Town,  Port,  District, 
or  place,  in  any  Colony  or  Province,  to  be  at  the  peace  of 
his  Majesty;  and  that  from  and  after  the  issuing  of  any  such 
Proclamation  in  any  of  the  aforesaid  Colonies  or  Provinces, 
or  if  his  Majesty  shall  be  graciously  pleased  to  signify  the 
same  by  his  Royal  Proclamation,  then,  and  from  and  after 
the  issuing  of  such  Proclamation,  the  said  act,  with  respect 
to  such  Colony  or  Province,  Colonies  or  Provinces,  County, 
Town,  Port,  District,  or  place,  shall  cease,  determine,  and 
be  utterly  void." 

And  whereas  the  King,  desirous  to  deliver  all  his  subjects 
froiD  the  calamities  of  war,  and  other  oppressions  which  they 
now  undergo,  and  to  restore  the  said  Colonies  to  his  protec- 
tion and  ])eace,  as  soon  as  the  constitutional  authority  of 
Government  therein  may  be  replaced,  hath  been  graciously 
pleased,  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal,  dated  the  6th 
day  oi  May,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  to 
nominate  and  appoint  me,  Richard  Viscount  Howe,  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  William  Howe,  Esq.,  General  of 


his  Forces  in  North- America,  and  each  of  us,  jointly  and 
severally,  to  be  his  Majesty's  Commissioner  and  Commis- 
sioners for  granting  his  free  and  general  pardons  to  all  those 
who  in  the  tumult  of  and  disorder  of  the  times  may  have 
deviated  from  their  just  allegiance,  and  who  are  willing,  by 
a  speedy  return  to  their  duty,  to  reap  the  benefits  of  the 
Royal  favour,  and  also  for  declaring,  in  his  Majesty's  name, 
any  Colony,  Province,  County,  Town,  Port,  District,  or 
place,  to  be  at  the  peace  of  his  Majesty ; — I  do,  therefore, 
hereby  declare  that  due  consideration  shall  be  had  to  the 
meritorious  services  of  all  persons  who  shall  aid  and  assist  in 
restoring  the  publick  tranquillity  in  the  said  Colonies,  or  in 
any  part  or  parts  thereof;  that  pardons  shall  be  granted, 
dutiful  representations  received,  and  every  suitable  encour- 
agement given  for  promoting  such  measures  as  shall  be  con- 
ducive to  the  establishment  of  legal  Government  and  peace, 
in  pursuance  of  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  purposes  afore- 
said. 

Given  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Eagle,  off  the  coast 
of  the  Province  oi  Massachusetts-Bay,  the  20th  day  o(June, 

1776.  TT 
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general  CARLETON  to  LORD  GEORGE  GERMAINE. 

Montreal,  June  20,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  In  a  former  letter  I  informed  your  Lordship 
that  the  troops  were  ordered  to  assemble  at  Three  Rivers ; 
they  all  pushed  forward  with  great  expedition,  as  fast  as 
they  arrived  off  Quebeck,  by  land  or  water,  as  best  answered 
that  end.  The  8th  instant  the  Rebels  attempted  a  very 
bold  enterprise  indeed  ;  they  crossed  over  from  Sorel.  in  fifty 
boats,  better  than  two  thousand  men,  landed  at  the  Point 
du  Lac  before  daylight,  and  marched  to  attack  the  troops 
at  Three  Rivers,  disregarding  the  sloop  Martin,  some  armed 
vessels,  and  transports  full  of  troops,  that  were  at  anchor 
three  miles  above  the  town,  otherwise  than  to  keep  out  of 
reach  of  their  cannon.  They  made  some  attempt  to  force 
the  Sixty-Second  Regiment ;  but  whether  they  found  Briga- 
dier-General Frazer,  who  commanded  at  Three  Rivers,  too 
strong  and  too  well  posted,  or  that  they  were  alarmed  by 
Brigadier-General  Nesbitt,  who  landed  the  troops  from  the 
transports  behind  them,  'tis  certain  they  soon  gave  up  of- 
fensive measures,  and  retreated  with  all  speed  up  the  river, 
keeping  in  the  woods.  The  Brigadiers  Nesbitt  and  Frazer 
pushed  up  likewise,  but  kept  by  the  water-side,  in  hopes  of 
getting  their  boats  and  cutting  off  their  retreat — the  first  as 
far  as  La  Chine,  the  latter  to  the  Point  du  Lac.  The  sloop 
Martin  and  armed  vessels  sailed  as  high  as  the  river  Du 
Loup,  and  took  two  boats,  but  the  rest  were  gone  too  far,  as 
were  their  troops. 

I  know  not  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the 
Rebels ;  about  two  hundred  surrendered  or  were  taken  pri- 
soners, amongst  whom  were  their  chief,  Mr.  Thompson,  (who 
I  think  they  call  a  Major-General,)  and  a  Mr.  Irwin,  who 
was  the  second  on  this  expedition,  and  some  others.  The 
killed  and  wounded  of  the  King's  troops  amounted  to  twelve 
or  thirteen  soldiers  only. 

The  next  day  the  troops  were  ordered  to  their  former 
stations ;  all  who  had  transports  up  re-embarked.  Brigadier- 
General  Frazer  was  ordered  to  march  along  the  north  shore 
with  the  troops  whose  transports  had  not  been  able  to  get 
up,  and  measures  were  taken  to  march  a  body  of  troops  also 
by  the  south  shore,  had  the  wind  continued  unfavourable, 
for  it  seemed  of  great  importance  in  this  unhappy  war  that 
the  Rebels  should  be  driven  from  the  upper  part  of  the  Pro- 
vince as  soon  as  possible.  The  wind  springing  up  fair  the 
fleet  sailed,  and  arrived  off  Sorel  the  evening  of  the  14th 
instant ;  the  last  of  the  Rebels  had  retreated  from  thence 
some  hours  before.  The  Grenadiers  and  Light-Infantry  of 
the  troops  in  this  division  immediately  landed,  supported  by 
Brigadier  Nesbitt  and  part  of  his  brigade.  The  next  morn- 
ing more  troops  were  sent  on  shore,  and  the  command  of 
this  column  given  to  Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne,  with 
instructions  to  pursue  the  Rebels  up  the  river  Sorel  to  St. 
Johns,  but  without  hazarding  anything  till  the  column  on 
his  right  should  be  able  to  co-operate  with  him.  As  soon 
as  the  regulations  for  the  different  transports  could  be  made 
out,  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  sailed  for  Longueil,  four 
leagues  from  Chambly,  (Chambly  is  fifteen  leagues  from 
Sorel,  by  the  river  of  that  name;)  and  had  not  the  wind 
failed,  this  column  might  have  amved  at  Longueil  the  same 


1003 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  JUNE,  1776. 


1004 


night,  and  about  the  same  time  with  Mr.  Arnold  and  the 
remainder  of  the  Rebels  returning  from  Montreal.  The 
next  day  the  troops  landed,  and  marched  by  La  Prairie 
towards  St.  Johns.  The  advance  guard  was  supported  by 
all  the  Ensrlish  remaining,  after  the  dispositions  already  men- 
tioned, under  the  command  of  JMajor-General  Phillips,  and 
this  division  followed  by  two  regiments  of  the  Brunswick 
troops,  and  that  of  Hanau,  commanded  by  Major-General 
Ricdcsel.  The  advance  guard  arrived  the  morning  of  the 
19lh  instant  near  to  St.  Johns,  when  they  learned  that  the 
head  of  Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne's  column  had  taken 
possession  of  the  redoubts  the  night  before.  They  found  all 
the  buildings  in  flames ;  all  the  craft  and  large  boats  the 
Rebels  could  not  drag  up  the  Rapids  of  Chambly,  with  some 
provisions,  were  also  burned.  1  hear  twenty-two  pieces  of 
cannon  are  left  behind,  hid  in  the  woods.  Several  other 
marks  appear  of  great  precipitation  and  fright ;  on  this  oc- 
casion I  think  they  had  no  small  cause.  All  his  Majesty's 
national  and  foreign  troops  showed  a  great  zeal  and  eager- 
ness to  overtake  the  Rebels  ;  and  1  doubt  not  but  they  would 
liave  given  every  proof  of  fidelity  and  valour,  had  the  enemy 
delayed  their  retreat  a  little  longer.  The  corps  of  artillery 
showed  great  diligence  likewise  on  the  occasion.  There 
were  brigades  which  marched  with  both  columns :  Brigadier 
Frazer^s  corps  crossed  from  the  north,  and  fell  into  the  rear 
of  the  two  columns  on  the  south  side  ;  they  were  also  joined 
by  numbers  of  Canadians,  and  that  on  the  right  by  many 
Indians. 

Captain  Lemaitre  will  have  the  honour  to  present  to  your 
Lordship  these  despatches ;  he  is  an  intelligent  officer,  and 
well  qualified  to  give  any  further  information  of  the  trans- 
actions in  this  Province ;  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  recom- 
mend him  to  your  Lordship  as  an  officer  of  merit. 

I  am,  &,c.,  Guy  Carleton. 


ORDER    IN    COUNCIL. 

At  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  21st  day  of  June,  1776: 
Present :  The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

Whereas  his  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased,  by  his  Royal 
Proclamation  bearing  date  the  22d  day  of  March  last,  to 
promise  and  declare,  that  the  Bounties  of  three  Pounds  for 
every  Able  Seaman,  and  of  two  Pounds  for  every  Ordinary 
Seaman  fit  for  his  Majesty's  service,  should  be  paid,  in  the 
manner  thereby  directed,  to  every  such  Able  and  Ordinary 
Seaman  not  above  the  age  of  fifty  nor  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  who  should,  on  or  before  the  13th  day  of 
April  then  following,  enter  themselves  to  serve  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's Royal  Navy,  either  with  the  Captains  or  Lieutenants 
of  his  Majesty's  ships,  or  the  chief  officers  on  board  such 
tenders  as  should  be  employed  for  raising  men  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Royal  Navy :  And  whereas  the  time  thereby 
limited  was,  by  order  in  Council,  prolonged  and  extended 
from  the  said  30th  day  of  April  to  the  30th  day  of  this  in- 
stant June :  And  it  being  judged  expedient  for  his  Majes- 
ty's service  that  the  said  Bounties  should  be  continued  to 
be  paid  for  some  longer  time,  his  Majesty,  with  the  advice 
of  his  Privy  Council,  doth  therefore  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
accordingly  ordered,  that  the  time  limited  for  payment  of 
the  said  Bounties  be  prolonged  and  extended  from  the  said 
30lh  day  of  this  instant,  June,  to  the  31st  day  of  August 
next,  inclusive.  Whereof  all  persons  concerned  are  to  take 
notice,  and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

G.  Chetwynd. 

I>ORD    GEORGE    GERMAINE    TO    GENERAL    HOWE. 

Whitehall,  June  81,  1776, 

Sir  ;  Since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  1 1th  instant,  acknow- 
ledging the  receipt  of  your  despatches  of  the  7th  and  12th  of 
May,  by  the  Harriott  packet,  I  have  received  no  letter  from 
you  ;  but  we  are  happily  relieved  from  our  anxiety  lest  the 
troops  should  suffer  from  the  want  of  provisions,  by  the  ac- 
counts received  by  private  persons  of  a  later  date,  which 
mention  the  arrival  of  the  transports  from  Antigua,  and  of 
the  Greyhound,  with  five  victuallers  from  Cork,  and  that 
vou  had  given  orders  for  everything  to  be  in  readiness  to 
leave  Halifax  on  the  28th. 

What  adds  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  these  accounts, 
is  the  intelligence  we  have  received  that  the  transports,  with 
the  Highland  troops,  were  within  a  week's  sail  of  Boston 
on  the  21st;  and  Commodore  Hotham,  who  has  the  first 


division  of  the  Hessian  forces  under  his  convoy,  acquaints 
the  Admiralty,  in  a  letter  dated  the  5th  of  June,  that  he  had 
then  made  iialf  his  passage  to  Rhode-Island.  We  have 
little  doubt,  therefore,  that  the  Highlanders  will  have  joined 
you  before  you  can  have  arrived  at  New-York,  and  so  sea- 
sonable a  reinforcement  must  have  given  fresh  spirits  and 
confidence  to  the  troops,  and  greatly  facilitated  your  taking 
possession  of  that  place. 

The  second  division  of  the  Hessians  are  now  at  Spithead, 
and  everything  is  in  readiness  for  their  proceeding  to  New- 
York,  under  convoy  of  four  of  his  Majesty's  ships. 

The  Sixteenth  Regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  the  re- 
mount horses  for  the  Seventeenth,  together  with  the  draught 
horses  for  the  baggage  and  the  artillery,  and  four  hundred 
and  two  German  recruits,  go  with  them,  and  such  part  of 
a  body  of  five  hundred  British  recruits,  which  is  collected 
at  Chatham  and  Dover,  as  can  get  round  in  time,  have 
orders  to  join  them. 

In  my  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  I  acquainted  you  that 
General  Carleton  would  have  orders  to  send  back  the  Forty- 
Seventh  Regiment,  which  you  had  spared  him  for  the  relief 
of  Qiiebeck,  or  to  replace  it  with  some  other  from  the  Army 
under  his  command ;  but,  upon  further  consideration,  it  is 
thougiit  more  expedient  to  allow  the  regiments  which  are 
already  in  Canada  to  remain  there,  and  to  replace  the 
Forty-Seventh  from  hence,  by  sending  you  the  Prince  of 
Waldeck's  Regiment,  which  was  intended  to  have  gone  with 
the  second  division  of  the  Brunswick  troops  to  Quebeck,  and 
that  regiment  is  accordingly  ordered  to  sail  with  the  Hes- 
sians, and  General  Carhton  is  informed  of  this  arrangement, 
and  directed  to  consider  the  former  orders  as  recalled  in  con- 
sequence of  it. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  the  embarcation  returns  of  the 
Hessians  and  Waldcck  Regiment,  and  also  of  the  four  hun- 
dred and  two  German  recruits ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
add,  that  the  several  corps  are  in  excellent  condition,  very 
well  appointed,  and  express  the  greatest  willingness  for  the 
service. 

As  we  are  to  hope  you  have  now  got  footing  in  New- 
York,  and  that  you  will  be  able  to  draw  some  part  of  the 
supplies  for  your  Army  from  that  Province,  the  continuance 
of  so  large  a  number  of  transports  as  these  embarcations  will, 
furnish  you  with  cannot  be  necessary;  and  as  the  expense 
is  very  great  it  is  highly  proper  that  so  many  of  them  as 
can  be  spared  should  be  discharged  as  soon  as  possible ;  and 
as  the  direction  of  the  transport  service  is  in  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief of  his  Majesty's  ships,  you  will  acquaint  him, 
from  time  to  time,  with  the  number  which  you  find  neces- 
sary, in  order  that  no  more  may  be  continued  in  pay  than 
the  exigencies  of  the  service  require. 

On  all  accounts,  the  foreign  ships  ought  to  be  the  first 
discharged  ;  and  as  there  is  good  ground  to  suspect,  from  the 
conduct  of  the  masters,  that  they  have  stores  of  different 
kinds  concealed  on  board,  it  will  be  very  proper  that  their 
holds  be  carefully  examined  so  soon  as  the  troops  and  horses 
are  disembarked,  and  that  when  they  are  discharged,  the 
Admiral  should  order  them  to  be  seen  a  good  distance  from 
the  coast  by  some  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  and  to  acquaint 
them  that  if  they  are  afterwards  met  with  nearer  shore,  they 
will  be  made  prize  of, 

I  am,  &c.,  George  Germaine. 


LORD  GEORGE  GEEMAINE  TO  GOVERNOUR  CARLETON. 

Whitehall,  June  21,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  on  the  10th  instant  your  letter  of  May 
14,  together  with  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  you  wrote  to 
General  Howe  on  12th  January. 

The  impossibility  of  sending  succours  to  you  sooner  having 
occasioned  me  great  and  constant  anxiety,  I  could  not  but 
derive  much  pleasure  from  the  perusal  of  the  first  paragraph 
of  your  letter,  wherein  you  inform  me  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Surprise  frigate,  Isis,  and  sloop  Martin,  in  the  basin  of  Quc- 
beck  on  the  6th  ultimo,  as  I  was  confident  that  even  the 
small  reinforcement  which  those  vessels  were  able  to  convey 
to  you  would  be  sufficient  to  raise  the  siege. 

The  state  of  readiness  for  action  in  which  the  succours 
found  your  garrison,  as  well  as  the  ardour  and  alacrity  with 
which  you  so  directly  marched  out  to  attack  the  Rebels,  do 
you  infinite  honour.  I  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the 
success  of  the  day,  and  am  happy  to  have  it  in  command 
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from  tlie  King  to  inform  you  that  your  Sovereign  highly  ap- 
plauds the  spirit,  discretion,  and  manly  perseverance  which 
you  have  manifested  in  the  defence  of  that  important  place. 
His  Majesty  likewise  much  approves  of  the  behaviour  of 
the  officers,  soldiers,  sailors,  British  and  Canadian  Militia, 
and  the  artificers  from  Halifax  and  Newfoundland,  and  or- 
ders me  to  acquaint  you  that  it  is  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that 
his  approbation  be  by  you  signified  to  them,  and  also  to  the 
Judges,  the  other  officers  of  Government,  and  the  merchants 
who  have  so  cheerfully  submitted  to  the  inconveniences  of  a 
long  siege  and  blockade. 

It  will  give  you  satisfaction  to  know  that  Colonel  Hamil- 
ton, who,  in  your  absence,  with  so  much  spirit  stepped  out  of 
his  line  in  order  to  put  tliat  garrison  into  the  best  state  of 
defence,  and  who,  continuing  there,  by  his  example  excited 
the  inhabitants  to  join  him  in  the  defence  of  it,  has  been  ho- 
noured with  the  Royal  approbation,  as  have  also  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Maclean  and  Major  Caldwell,  and  Captains  Law 
and  Macdougal. 

I  must  necessarily  regret  that  you  have  neither  specified 
the  actual  force  of  the  Rebels,  nor  communicated  the  intel- 
ligence which  you  may  have  received,  or  the  conjectures 
which  you  have  formed  relative  to  their  intentions.  Your 
silence  also  as  to  your  own  intended  operations  and  the  pre- 
sent disposition  of  the  Canadians,  is  much  to  be  lamented, 
because  the  ignorance  in  which  you  have  left  me  concerning 
those  matters  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  convey  to  you 
at  present  any  further  instructions.  His  Majesty,  however, 
trusts  that  the  reinforcement  which  must  have  reached  you 
long  ago,  together  with  the  second  division  of  the  Brunswick 
forces  and  the  Hanau  Artillery  Company,  (which  are  now 
arrived  at  Sjpithead,  and  it  is  hoped  will  sail  in  a  few  days,) 
will  be  fully  sufficient,  not  only  to  reduce  the  Cariadians  to 
lawful  obedience,  but,  being  under  the  command  of  an  offi- 
cer of  your  experience,  will  make  such  an  impression  upon 
his  Majesty's  rebellious  subjects  in  arms  as  will  influence 
even  distant  operations,  and  enable  General  Howe  more  ef- 
fectually to  carry  into  execution  those  coercive  measures 
which  have  unhappily  been  found  necessary  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  constitutional  authority  of  this  Kingdom  over 
its  Colonies. 

As  General  Howe,  through  his  zeal  and  anxiety  for  the 
safety  of  (^uebeck,  sent  you  the  Forty-Seventh  Regiment  of 
foot  without  orders  from  hence,  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased 
to  direct  that  the  regiment  of  the  Prince  of  fValdeck,  and  the 
artillery  thereto  belonging,  which  were  intended  to  make  part 
of  the  Army  under  your  command,  shall  be  forthwith  con- 
veyed to  and  join  the  Army  under  the  command  of  General 
Howe.  It  is,  therefore.  His  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  do 
not  return  the  Forty-Seventh  Regiment  of  foot  to  General 
Howe,  notwithstanding  any  request  that  may  be  made  by 
him  to  you  for  that  purpose. 

At  the  time  when  1  transmitted  to  you  the  warrant  rela- 
tive to  vacancies  in  the  Army  under  your  command,  it  was 
understood  that  Lord  Amherst,  when  he  commanded  in  Ame- 
rica, only  gave  commissions  to  the  rank  of  Captain,  inclu- 
sive, and  posted  to  vacant  Majorities  and  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nelcies ;  but  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that 
his  Majesty,  always  intending  that  your  powers  should  be 
as  great  as  those  enjoyed  by  Lord  Amherst,  has  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  order  that  you  should  give  commissions  to 
the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel,  inclusive ;  and  as  many  in- 
conveniences might  result  from  your  not  having  power  to 
make  and  fill  up  vacancies  by  sale,  his  Majesty  has  also 
been  pleased  to  consent  that  in  cases  of  sickness,  and  where 
the  benefit  of  the  service  may  warrant  it,  you  permit  the 
officers  under  your  command,  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  inclusive,  to  sell,  and  that  you  give  commissions  to 
the  succeeding  officers  ;  but  in  other  instances  His  Majesty 
wishes  that  requests  for  leave  to  sell  may,  with  your  obser- 
vations thereupon,  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  for 
his  Majesty's  consideration. 

I  am,  Sic,  G.  Germaine. 

P.  S.  As  the  foreign  ships  which  make  part  of  this  em- 
barcation  cannot  be  employed  in  any  other  service  in  Ame- 
rica, as  soon  as  the  troops  are  landed  you  will  give  orders 
for  their  being  discharged  ;  and  as,  from  the  behaviour  of  the 
masters,  there  is  good  ground  to  suspect  that  they  have  stores 
of  different  kinds  concealed  on  board,  it  will  be  very  proper 
that  their  holds  be  carefully  examined. 


deposition  of  john  emmes,  a  delaware  pilot. 
Philadelphia,  ss: 

On  the  21st  day  of  June,  Anno  Domini  1776,  before 
George  Bryan,  one  of  the  Justices,  &c.,  cometh,  volunta- 
rily, John  Eimmcs,  aged  about  twenty-six  years.  Pilot,  duly 
licensed  for  the  Bay  and  River  o(  Delaware,  dwelling  in 
the  City  oi  Philadelphia,  and,  being  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Gospel,  doth  depose,  testify,  and  say,  in  manner  following, 
viz: 

That  on  the  9th  day  of  September  last  this  deponent  de- 
parted from  said  City  in  the  brigantine  Sea-Nymph,  of  which 
Joseph  Bradford  was  master,  bound  for  Jamaica,  and  that 
on  the  17th  day  of  September  last  the  sgid  brigantine,  being 
then   off  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  and  beyond  soundings, 
the  said  vessel  was  taken  by  a  ship  of  war  called  the  Mer- 
cury, of  twenty  guns,  and  sent  for  Boston,  in  Neiv- England ; 
that  this  deponent  was  on  the  day  of  said  capture  removed 
from  the  Sea-Nymph  to  the  Mercury;  that  the  Mercury,  in 
which  was  this  deponent,  arrived  in  Boston  harbour  within 
two  weeks   after;    that  this  deponent  was    found  out  to 
be  a  Delaware  Pilot  by  means  of  some  of  the  crew  of  the 
Sea-Nymph  telling  the  same  to  the  officers  of  the  Mercury, 
as  he  understood  and  believes ;  that  from  the  Mercury  in 
Boston  harbour  this  deponent  was  removed  to  the  Preston 
ship  of  war,  of  fifty  guns,  on  board  of  which  Admiral  Graves 
had  his  flag  hoisted ;  that  this  deponent  continued  in  the 
Preston  from  the  1st  o(  October  last  until  the  26th  o(  Janur 
ary  following,  when  this  deponent  went  aboard  the  Chatham, 
of  fifty  guns,  on  which  Admiral  Shuldam  had  his  flag  hoisted, 
and  continued  in  the  Chatham  till  the  last  day  of  March, 
when  the  Chatham  arriving  at  Halifax,  in  Nova-Scotia,  this 
deponent  was  turned  over  to  the  Fowey,  of  twenty  guns ; 
that  on  the  7th  day  of  April  this  deponent  left  Halifax  in 
the  Fowey,  and  arrived  on  the  last  of  April  off  Cape- Hen- 
lopen,  and  on  the  3d  day  of  May  last  was  put  on  board  the 
Roebuck,  of  forty-four  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Ham- 
mond; that,  about  two  days  after,  the  Roebuck  proceeded  up 
Delaware-Bay  to  the  road  of  Bomiay-Hook,  and  anchored 
there,  sending  a  barge  with  ten  men  in  it  towards  the  shore 
of  New-Jersey,  in  pursuit  of  two  shallops,  or  small  country 
sloops,  which  had  come  down  the  river;  that  the  barge 
aforesaid  and  a  boat  from  the  Liverpool  frigate,  then  in  com- 
pany with  the  Roebuck,  forced  one  of  said  shallops  ashore, 
and  burned  the  same,  seizing  the  other,  and  bringing  off  from 
the  shore  twenty-five  or  thirty  cattle  in  the  shallop  last  men- 
tioned and  boats,  as  he  understood  ;  that  the  Captains  of  the 
two  ships  of  war  sent  assistance  in  other  boats  to  help  their 
people  in  the  boats  first  mentioned  to  bring  off  the  cattle,  on 
perceiving  resistance  was  made  by  the  country  people ;  that 
the  carcasses  were  delivered  and  divided  to  the  two  frigates, 
and  a  brigantine,  a  sloop,  and  two  pilot  boats,  which  were  in 
company  with  the  frigates ;  that  the  shallop  last  mentioned 
was  soon  after  dismasted  and  scuttled ;  that  said  frigates  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Delaware  to  Morris  Listen's  land,  and  there 
anchored  during  the  following  night ;  that  the  next  day,  the 
wind  being  at  northeast,  the  said  frigates  and  the  other  ves- 
sels in  company  turned  up  with  the  flood-tide,  and,  approach- 
ing to  Reedy-Island,  the  armed  sloop  Wasp  was  seen  within 
said  Island,  also  beating  up  ;  that  on  this  Captain  Hammond 
ordered  Captain  Bellew,  of  the  Liverpool,  to  stay  at  the  lower 
end  of  Reedy-Island  till  the  Wasp  was  above  needy-Point, 
and  then  to  follow  him  upwards  ;  that  the  Roebuck  arriving 
in  the  bite  of  Newcastle,  this  deponent  saw  a  brigantine 
somewhat  higher  at  anchor,  but  on  the  approach  of  the  Roe- 
buck, the  anchor  of  said  brigantine  was  lifted,  and  said  brig- 
antine turned  upwards,  the  Roebuck  gaining  on  said  brigan- 
tine, and  firing  several  guns  charged  with  eighteen-pound 
shot,  to  oblige  said  brigantine  to  bring  to ;  that  the  brigan- 
tine, nevertheless,  escaped  into  Christine- Creek,  where  the 
Wasp  had  also  retired ;  that  a  small  schooner,  laden,  out- 
ward bound,  was  seen  on  shore  just  below  the  entrance  of 
said  creek  by  the  crew,  and  that  Captain  Hammond  sent  his 
boat  on  board  the  schooner,  and  dropped  his  anchor  opposite 
to  said  creek  ;  that  immediately  after  the  Roebuck  was  thus 
anchored,  being  afternoon,  the  crew  were  employed  in  hoist- 
ing up  the  ship's  water-casks,  and  cleaning  them  in  order  to 
fill ;  that  next  day  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  ashore,  and  Cap- 
tain Budden,  a  prisoner,  was  sent  away  with  the  flag ;  that 
before  the  flag  of  truce  returned  the  galleys  appeared  up- 
wards, coming  towards  the  Roebuck  and  Liverpool,  which 
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lay  at  anchor  near  the  Roebuck ;  that  thereupon  Captain 
Hammoiul  ordered  the  ship  to  be  cleared  and  made  ready  for 
fii^htinj; ;  that  the  water-casks,  which  had  encumbered  the 
deck  and  guns,  were  partly  stove,  partly  earned  to  the  brigan- 
tine  which  had  accompanied  said  frigates  up  the  Delaware, 
and  partly  placed  in  the  ship's  hold,  and  elsewhere ;  that 
about  one  in  the  afternoon  the  galleys  had  begun  to  fire  on 
the  frigates,  at  first  without  the  reach  of  their  shot,  and  con- 
tinued to  fire  on  them  near  a  dozen  shot  before  the  frigates 
returned  any ;  tiiat  at  length  the  Liverpool,  which  had  an- 
chored below  the  Rocbmk,  coming  up,  some  stern-chase 
guns  were  fired  from  the  Roebuck ;  that  then,  the  Roebuck's 
anchor  being  apeak,  both  ships  got  under  sail,  the  Roebuck's 
head  being  to  the  eastward,  and  the  Liverpool's  to  the  west- 
ward ;  that  the  ships,  in  this  position,  and  dropping  up  with  a 
liirht  breeze  from  the  north-northeast,  brought  their  broad- 
sides to  bear  on  some  of  the  galleys,  and  fired  oftentimes, 
and  without  intermission,  for  several  hours  ;  that  about  three- 
quartei-s  of  an  hour  before  the  firing  from  the  ships  ceased, 
the  Roebuck  ran  aground  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Jersey 
shore,  nearly  opposite  to  Burd's,  on  the  Pennsylvania  shore ; 
that  the  galleys  retiring  upwards  beyond  the  reach  of  shot, 
the  fight  ended  ;  that  the  commander  of  the  Liverpool,  at 
the  time  the  Roebuck  took  the  ground,  was  ordered  to  come 
astern  of  the  Roebuck,  and  cover  her ;  that  the  Liverpool 
was  at  the  time  of  this  accident  to  the  westward,  and  nearer 
the  Pennsylvania  sliore  ;  that  the  Liverpool  was  placed  near 
the  Roebuck  accordingly,  to  protect  her  when  she  might 
heel ;  that  the  Roebuck  ran  aground  about  the  time  of  full 
tide,  and  lay  aground  till  about  half  an  hour  after  three,  be- 
fore day  of  the  following  morning ;  that  during  the  rise  of 
the  tide  great  endeavoure  were  used  by  Captain  Hammond 
to  heave  his  ship  afloat ;  that  at  low  water  the  Roebuck  lay 
over  so  much  that  the  lower  deck  ports  were  necessarily 
shut  on  the  reclined  side  to  keep  out  the  water,  and  that  her 
cannon  were  rendered  useless  by  her  situation  ;  that  the  Roe- 
buck, at  the  time  aforesaid,  by  means  of  a  rope  fastened  to 
the  Liverpool,  was  hauled  afloat,  and  the  other  cables  and 
ropes  which  had  been  used  for  that  end  were  abandoned 
and  let  slip ;  that  whilst  the  ship  lay  aground,  as  aforesaid, 
the  Captain,  his  officers,  and  crew,  were  all  constantly  upon 
watch,  and  that  no  one  retired  to  sleep  during  the  night,  and 
that  boats  were  all  the  night  employed  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  galleys  and  guard  the  Roebuck ;  that  the  officers  of 
the  Roebuck  had  expected  that  there  would  be  an  attempt 
in  the  night  to  burn  the  Roebuck,  but  afterwards  concluded 
that  it  was  not  done  for  want  of  ammunition  ;  that  during 
the  fight  of  the  Roebuck  and  Liverpool  with  the  galleys,  only 
one  ball  fired  from  the  galleys,  as  far  as  this  deponent  knows, 
struck  the  hull  of  the  Roebuck,  but  some  small  damage  was 
done  to  the  sails  and  rigging,  great  part  of  the  shot  of  the 
galleys  aimed  at  the  Roebuck  not  reaching  her ;  that  after 
the  Roebuck  was  hauled  off"  the  ground  and  brought  to  an- 
chor, the  Captain  employed  his  crew  at  filling  water  very 
diligently,  two  pumps  being  used  for  that  purpose ;  that 
about  high  water  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day  following  the 
day  of  said  fight,  the  fight  was  renewed,  by  the  galleys  coming 
down  the  river,  the  ships  immediately  on  the  approach  of 
the  galleys  being  got  under  sail ;  that  the  wind  being  pretty 
fresh  at  southwest,  the  ships  turned  downwards,  working  to 
windward,  and  firing  upon  the  galleys  till  the  ships  had  pro- 
ceeded three  miles  below  the  town  oi  Newcastle,  when,  it 
being  near  ten  in  the  evening,  the  galleys  ceased  to  fire,  and 
retired  from  the  ships ;  that  in  the  second  fight  the  galleys 
drew  nearer  to  the  ships  than  in  the  first,  though  seldom 
nearer  than  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  or  thereabouts;   that 
on  the  second  day's  action  one  shot  of  eighteen-pound  was 
lodged  in  the  Roebuck's  side,  about  three  streaks  above  the 
water's  edge,  and  another  like  it  on  the  opposite  side,  nearly 
as  low  ;  that  one  eighteen-pound  shot  entered  an  upper  port, 
ruined  the  carriage,  dismounted  a  nine-pound  cannon,  killed 
one  man,  and  wounded  two  others ;  that  five  others  were 
wounded,  two  of  them  considerably,  by  a  cartridge  taking 
firt ;  that  another  eighteen-pound  shot  also  entered  the  stem, 
and  lodged  on  board  the  ship,  and  that  two  other  shot  also 
struck  the  ship,  seven  in  all,  as  far  as  this  deponent  knows ; 
that  the  rigging,  sails,  and  spars  of  the  Roebuck  were  often 
struck,  damaged,  and  cut,  particularly  one  mizzen-shroud, 
one  of  the  foretopmast  shrouds,  and  two  of  the  back-stays 
were  cut  off,  the  main-stay  cut  as  far  as  a  strand  and  a  half, 
and  much  running  rigging  broken,  the  mizzen-yard  twice 


wounded,  so  that  the  lower  end  was  obliged  to  be  cut  off, 
the  main-yard  wounded  so  that  it  could  not  be  depended 
upon,  the  sails  pierced  several  times,  not  easy  to  be  num- 
bered ;  the  long-boat  had  been  damaged  in  the  first  fight ; 
that  the  ships  lay  at  anchor  about  three  miles  below  New- 
castle all  the  following  night,  filling  and  stowing  water,  and 
that  the  crew  continued  in  the  morning  to  fill  and  stow 
water,  and  began  to  repair  the  rigging  ;  that  after  about  two 
hours'  ebb  tide  the  Roebuck's  anchor  was  weighed,  and  the 
ships  stood  down  and  anchored,  at  low  water,  just  above 
Reedy-Island ,  where  the  seamen  were  employed  in  refitting 
the  ship  for  three  days  ;  that  this  deponent  never  heard  any- 
thing said  on  board  the  Roebuck  which  intimated  any  de- 
sign of  destroying  houses  on  the  shore ;  that  after  the  stay 
of  three  days  aforesaid,  the  frigates  returned  to  Cape-Hen- 
lopen,  wuhout  any  unnecessary  delay  ;  that  this  deponent 
doth  not  know,  and  doth  not  believe,  that  any  persons  pri- 
vately came  on  board  the  Roebuck  from  the  shore  about  said 
cape  during  his  residence  in  said  ship,  but  has  heard  on  board 
that  such  an  incident  passed  previous  to  his  going  aboard 
her ;  that  the  day  following  the  return  of  the  Roebuck  to 
said  cape  Captain  Hammond  put  to  sea,  with  the  Liverpool 
in  company  ;  that  the  frigate  being  about  seven  leagues  from 
the  land,  the  Liverpool  was  sent  to  the  northeastward,  but 
the  destination  not  known,  Captain  Hammond  in  the  Roe- 
buck, on  the  contrary,  steering  southward  till  the  next  day 
in  the  morning,  when  the  ship  was  brought  to,  the  tenders 
summoned  in,  particularly  a  schooner  in  which  Captain  Knox 
had  been  taken,  and  which  was  used  as  a  tender,  and  had 
joined  the  Roebuck  the  day  before  from  Virginia.  This 
schooner  and  the  rest,  three  in  all,  were  sent  for  Chinco- 
teague  to  procure  stock,  and  the  ship  proceeded  to  Hamp- 
ton-Roads, in  the  Chesapeake ;  that  the  same  day  he  arrived 
there  the  Captain  went  to  Norfolk,  and  the  day  after  the 
ship  Dunmore,  the  Fowey,  and  a  great  number  of  prize  and 
other  vessels  came  out  of  Elizabeth  River,  and  the  tenders 
arrived  from  Chincoteague  with  eight  lean  bullocks  and  no 
other  stock  ;  that  the  ships  of  war  and  vessels  aforesaid  after- 
wards lay  in  Hampton-Road  for  a  week,  and  then  stood  up 
the  bay  to  Gwin's  Island,  and  anchored  in  Milford-Haven, 
at  the  entrance  of  Pianketank  River ;  that  he  was  on  the 
Island,  and  understood  that  about  five  hundred  hogs,  sheep, 
and  cattle  were  found  on  it  by  Lord  Dunmore,  but  no  good 
water  ;  that  most  of  the  wells  there  yielded  very  bad  water ; 
that  about  five  hundred  or  five  hundred  and  fifty  men,  sol- 
diers, white  and  black,  were  landed  on  said  Island  by  Lord 
Dunmore,  as  this  deponent  heard  ;  that  many  of  these,  par- 
ticularly negroes,  died,  and  many  negroes  came  in  and  joined 
him ;  that  the  Roebuck  was  in  some  measure  cleaned,  and 
that  Captain  iiammontZ  continued  at  his  last-mentioned  place 
till  the  6th  of  June  instant,  when,  about  ten  of  the  clock  in 
the  evening,  this  deponent,  with  John  Drury  and  Alexander 
Davis,  swam  to  the  shore  of  the  main  land,  about  two  miles, 
and  escaped  ;  that  about  six  days  before  this  deponent  left 
the  Roebuck,  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Sinith,  Secretary 
of  Governour  Eden,  arrived  at  Gwin's  Island,  from  Anna- 
polis, as  this  deponent  understands  ;  and  that  on  the  5th  in- 
stant a  gentleman  in  black,  from  Somerset  County,  as  ht; 
heard,  came  down  and  went  to  Lord  Dunmore. 

John  Emmes. 
Sworn  before         George  Bryan. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    NEW-YORK    CONVENTION. 

Philadelphia,  June  21,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  Congress  to  forward  to 
you  the  enclosed  resolves,  by  which  you  will  perceive  it  is 
their  desire  that  another  regiment  should  be  raised  in  your 
Colony  on  the  Continental  establishment. 

The  many  ill  consequences  resulting  from  a  short  inlist- 
ment  of  troops  have  induced  the  Congress  to  leave  the  term 
of  their  service  indefinite.  By  this  means,  there  will  be  no 
danger  of  losing  their  services  at  a  time  when  their  discipline 
and  experience  have  qualified  them  to  be  of  the  greatest  use 
to  their  country. 

With  respect  to  the  Field  Officers,  as  soon  as  I  have  the 
honour  to  receive  your  recommendations,  I  will  lay  them 
before  Congress,  and  immediately  upon  their  determination 
transmit  you  the  commissions  filled  up  accordingly. 

Major  Dubois,  by  his  behaviour  in  Canada,  has  justly  me- 
rited the  notice  of  his  country,    I  am,  therefore,  to  request 
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you  will  be  pleased  to  return  his  name  as  one  of  the  Field 
Officers  of  the  regiment  for  the  approbation  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  humble  servant, 

JoH^f  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  New- York. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    CONVENTION    OF    NEW-VORK. 

Philadelphia,  June  21,  1776. 

Gentlemen;  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  enclosing,  in 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  Congress,  sundry  resolutions, 
to  which  I  beg  leave  to  request  your  attention. 

I  have  only  time  to  observe,  in  general,  that  it  is  totally 
impossible  the  American  troops  should  be  on  a  respectable 
footing,  or  that  they  should  render  any  very  essential  services 
to  their  country,  unless  the  United  Colonies  on  their  part 
will  take  care  to  have  them  well  appointed,  and  equipped 
with  everything  necessary  for  an  army.  In  this  view  of  the 
matter,  the  enclosed  resolve  respecting  the  mode  of  provi- 
ding proper  clothing  for  our  troops  is  most  certainly  of  the 
greatest  importance,  and  I  make  no  doubt  will  appear  in 
the  same  light  to  you,  and  claim  your  immediate  and  closest 
attention. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Convention  of  New-  York. 

[Same  to  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  to  the  Assembly  of  Rhode- 
Island,  to  the  Assembly  of  Massachueetts-Bay,  and  to  the  Assembly  of 
J\/'e-w-Hamps/Ure.] 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL,  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  June  21,  1776. 

SiK :  The  Congress,  having  the  greatest  reason  to  believe 
there  has  been  very  gross  misconduct  in  tiie  management  of 
our  affairs  in  Canada,  have  come  to  a  resolution  to  have  a 
general  inquiry  made  into  the  behaviour  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed on  that  expedition.  The  honour  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies, and  a  regard  for  the  publick  good,  call  loudly  for  such 
an  inquiry  to  be  set  on  foot.  I  am,  therefore,  directed  to 
request,  after  having  made  the  inquiry  agreeably  to  the  en- 
closed resolve,  you  will  transmit  the  result,  together  with  the 
proofs,  to  Congress. 

The  opinion  that  an  ofHcer  cannot  be  tried  by  a  Court- 
Martial  after  his  resignation,  for  offences  while  he  held  a 
commission — so  dangerous  to  the  service,  and  particularly 
destructive  in  our  Army,  where  the  short  inlistment  of  the 
troops  might  furnish  temptation  to  crimes  from  the  prospect 
of  impunity — has  been  this  day  reprobated  by  Congress. 

I  have  written  to  the  Convention  oi  New- York  on  the 
subject  of  the  enclosed  resolve  respecting  another  regiment 
to  be  raised  in  that  Colony.  The  terms  on  which  the  com- 
missions are  to  be  granted  are  extremely  well  calculated  to 
excite  the  officers  to  exert  themselves  to  fill  up  their  com- 
panies. 

1  have  likewise  written  to  the  respective  Colonies,  and 
have  sent  copies  of  the  enclosed  resolve  recommending  to 
them  to  provide  clothes  for  the  troops  of  their  Colonies. 
These,  or  such  articles  of  them  as  you  shall  want,  the  Con- 
gress have  empowered  you  to  draw  for  on  the  Assemblies 
and  Conventions,  from  time  to  time,  as  you  shall  judge 
necessary.  I  have  represented  to  them  that  it  is  totally 
impossible  the  American  Army  should  ever  be  on  a  respect- 
able footing,  or  that  they  should  render  such  essential  ser- 
vices to  their  country  as  we  expect  and  desire,  unless  the 
United  Colonies  will,  on  their  part,  take  care  that  they  are 
well  appointed  and  equipped  with  everything  necessary  for 
an  army. 

General  Wooster,  it  is  the  order  of  Congress,  should  be 
permitted  to  return  to  his  family. 

1  have  delivered  Mr.  Visscher  his  commission  as  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel in  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Ni- 
colson,  and  directed  him  to  wait  on  you  upon  his  arrival  at 
New-  York. 

Apprehending  that  such  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  as 
respect  the  conduct  of  the  Army  are  executed  in  conse- 
quence of  orders  issued  by  you,  I  have  omitted  sending  to 
General  Schuyler  such  as  respect  him,  concluding  that  the 


directions  would  go  from  you ;  but  if  it  will  be  any  way  a 
relief  to  you,  1  will  continue  to  forward  them. 

I  have  the  lionour  to  be,  with  much  esteem,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

22d. — Your  letter  of  the  20th  this  moment  came  to  hand, 
and  shall  be  laid  before  Congress  on  Monday. 


NEW-JERSEY    CONVENTION   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  24,  1776.] 

Burlington,  June  21,  1776. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, we  have  this  day  had  our  late  Governour,  Mr.  Frank- 
lin, before  us  for  examination.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the 
questions  we  proposed  to  him.  He  refused  to  make  any 
answer,  for  two  reasons :  First,  because  we  were  an  illegal 
Assembly,  which  had  usurped  the  Government  of  the  King ; 
Secondly,  because  we  had  not  treated  him  as  gentlemen ; 
we  had  resolved  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  this  country,  which 
we  knew  to  be  false  ;  we  had  made  him  a  prisoner,  and  had 
robbed  him,  having  deprived  him  of  part  of  his  salary ;  and 
now,  do  as  you  please,  and  make  the  best  of  it.  This  be- 
haviour, gross  and  insolent  as  it  is,  we  have  thought  fit  to 
report.  At  the  same  time  we  are  to  inform  you  that,  for 
many  reasons,  we  think  it  highly  proper  that  Mr.  Franklin 
should  be  confined.  The  place  and  manner  of  his  confine- 
ment we  most  cheerfully  submit  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  relying  upon  the  assurance  of  Con- 
gress already  given  that  it  shall  be  out  of  this  Colony. 
Only  one  thing  we  beg  leave  to  add,  that,  in  our  opinion, 
the  sooner  the  Continental  Congress  take  him  in  charge  the 
better. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant. 
By  order  of  Congress : 

Samuel  Tucker,  President. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock.  ' 

Questions  proposed  to  Mr.  Franklin. 

1.  Did  Mr.  Franklin  issue  the  Proclamation  of  the  30th 
day  of  May  last  for  calling  the  Assembly  of  New-Jersey,  a 
copy  of  which  is  presented  in  the  several  newspapers,  or  one 
to  that  effect  ? 

2.  Did  Mr.  Franklin  at  that  time  know  of  the  Resolve 
of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  15lh  day  of  May  last,  di- 
recting that  all  authority  under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
should  be  totally  suppressed  ? 

3.  By  what  authority  did  Mr.  Franklin  undertake  to  call 
the  Assembly  ? 

4.  With  what  view  did  he  undertake  to  call  that  As- 
sembly, and  what  important  business  had  he  to  lay  before 
them  ? 

5.  Did  Mr.  Franklin  write  letters  to  the  Ministry  of 
Great  Britain,  encouraging  them  to  proceed  in  their  de- 
signs against  this  country ;  and  did  he  undertake  to  point 
out  to  that  Ministry  the  means  of  distressing  this  country, 
particulariy  on  the  sea-coast  of  New- Jersey  ? 

6.  The  Congress  being  informed  that  Mr.  Franklin  drop- 
ped some  threatening  expressions  to  Colonel  Heard,  such 
as  "it  is  your  turn  now,  but  it  will  be  mine  another  day," 
they  would  be  glad  to  know  what  he  meant  by  them. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-Jersey,  5 
Burlington,  June  21,  1776.      3 

William  Franklin,  Esq.,  late  Governour  of  this  Province, 
having  been  brought  before  this  Congress,  pursuant  to  an 
order  for  that  purpose,  to  be  examined  touching  such  parts 
of  his  conduct  as  were  deemed  inimical  to  the  liberties  of 
America,  Mr.  Franklin  refused  to  answer  the  questions  put 
to  him,  denying  the  authority  of  this  body,  which  he  al- 
leged had  usurped  the  King's  Government  in  this  Province. 
As  the  said  William  Franklin,  by  this  and  his  former  con- 
duct, in  many  instances,  appears  to  be  a  virulent  enemy  to 
this  country,  and  a  person  that  may  prove  dangerous. 

Therefore,  it  is  unanimously  Resolved,  That  the  said  Wil- 
liam Franklin  be  confined  in  such  place  and  manner  as  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress  shall  direct. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes : 

William  Patterson,  Secretary. 
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COLONEL  TUPPER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Sanily-Hook,  June  21,  1776—10  o'clock  A.  M. 

Sir  :  1  landed  here  the  evening  before  last,  and,  by  rea- 
son of  several  inconveniences,  could  not  make  an  attack 
until  this  morning  at  four  o'clock,  when  I  advanced  within 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  Light-House,  in  so  secret 
a  manner  that  my  party  were  not  discovered.  I  advanced 
with  an  officer,  and  desired  to  speak  with  the  commanding 
officer,  and,  after  a  few  words,  he  fired  several  shot  at  me, 
but,  as  God  would  have  it,  he  missed  me.  I  returned  to  my 
party  and  ordered  the  artillery  to  play,  which  continued  an 
hour,  but  found  the  walls  so  firm  I  could  make  no  impres- 
sion. I  retired  toward  the  shipping,  not  thinking  but,  as 
there  were  two  men-of-war  arrived  yesterday,  that  they 
would  have  been  so  complaisant  as  to  send  a  party  on  shore 
to  have  attacked  me,  but  could  not  provoke  them.  I  occu- 
pied the  ground  about  two  hours  and  a  half  between  two 
smart  fires,  viz  :  from  two  men-of-war  on  one  side,  and  the 
Light-House  on  the  other;  but,  what  is  remarkable,  1  had 
not  one  man  killed,  nor  one  wounded  so  much  as  to  apply 
to  a  surgeon. 

I  then  repaired  leisurely  to  the  south  end  of  the  cedars, 
to  my  camp,  and,  having  refreshed  my  men,  sent  off  fifty  to 
go  and  show  themselves ;  and  I  mean  to  occupy  the  ground 
in  like  manner  to-day  by  relieving,  to  let  the  poor  mortals 
know  we  are  ready  to  meet  them  in  the  field.  This  manoeu- 
vre cannot  be  attended  with  danger,  as  the  land  between 
us  and  them  is  a  broken  thicket  of  woods.  I  mean  to  re- 
turn by  night  with  my  party,  that  they  may  not  know  from 
whence  I  came  or  where  I  went.  It  is  a  little  strange  I  re- 
ceived no  assistance  from  the  Jerseys,  though  earnestly  re- 
quested.    My  party  are  all  well  and  in  very  high  spirits. 

It  is  thought,  and  it  looks  probable,  that  one  of  the  three 
ships  which  arrived  yesterday  was  a  prize. 

I  know  of  nothing  further  extraordinary,  and  remain  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Benjamin  Tupper,  Lieut.  Col.  of  2lstReg't. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

N.  B.  It  is  very  certain  they  got  intelligence  of  our  in- 
tent by  their  reinforcement. 

[Memorandum  by  General  WASHijfOTOH,  on  the  back  of  this  Let- 
ter : —  "  22d.  Wrote  him  to  desist  from  the  enterprise,  as  it  seemed  dan- 
gerous, and  not  to  promise  success,"] 


the  measure  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  wish  their 

opinion  whether  it  will  be  agreeable  to  them  that  both  or 

either  of  them  should  be  formed,  and  incorporated  in  this 

Army,  in  a  manner  as  has  been  proposed  by  Captain  Leary, 

if  it  can  be  done. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great' esteem,  sir,  your  most 

obedient  servant,  /-•  -..r 

'  George  Washington. 

P.  S.  General  Schuykr  in  his  letter  mentions  ten  dollars 
paid  Mr.  Bennett  there. 

captain  leary's  proposition. 

One  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  one  Comet,  one  Quarter- 
master, two  Sergeants,  two  Corporals,  thirty  Privates,  one 
Trumpeter,  one  Clarionet — whole  amount,  forty. 

The  men  will  accept  of  pay  at  eight  shillings  a  day  each, 
and  find  themselves  every  necessary  fitting  for  the  service, 
such  as  a  horse  and  accoutrements,  rations  for  horses  and 
selves.  Jno.  Leary,  Jun.,  Captain. 


general    WASHINGTON   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  Jane  24.     Referred  to  the  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance.] 

New-York,  June  21,  1776. 

Sir:  I  was  this  morning  honoured  with  your  favour  of 
the  1 9th  instant,  with  sundry  resolves  of  Congress,  which 
oame  to  hand  after  I  had  closed  mine  of  the  20th.  I  shall 
appoint  a  Deputy  Mustermaster-General  as  soon  as  I  can 
fix  upon  a  proper  person  for  the  office,  and  desire  him  im- 
mediately to  repair  to  Canada. 

Mr.  Bennett,  the  bearer  of  this,  delivered  me  a  letter  to- 
day from  General  Schuyler,  enclosing  the  proceedings  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs  at  a  meeting  at  Albany, 
in  consequence  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  (as  they  say,) 
which  I  transmitted  the  7th  instant,  for  engaging  the  Indians 
in  our  service.  The  gentlemen  appear  to  me  to  have  widely 
mistaken  the  views  of  Congress  in  this  instance,  and  to  have 
formed  a  plan  for  engaging  such  Indians  as  were  not  in  con- 
templation. I  cannot  account  upon  what  principles  they 
have  gone,  as  a  part  of  their  proceedings  show  they  are 
about  to  hold  a  conference  with  the  Six  Nations.  I  suppose 
they  esteemed  what  they  have  done  a  necessary  measure ; 
a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you. 

I  shall  now  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Congress  a  proposi- 
tion made  to  me  by  Captain  Leary,  of  this  city,  in  behalf 
of  a  body  of  men  who  are  desirous  of  being  employed  in 
the  Continental  service  as  a  troop  of  horse,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  offer  my  opinion  that  such  a  corps  may  be  extremely 
useful  in  many  respects.  In  a  march  they  may  be  of  the 
utmost  service  in  reconnoitring  the  enemy  and  giving  intel- 
ligence, and  have  it  in  their  power  to  render  many  impor- 
tant benefits.  The  terms  on  which  they  are  willing  to 
engage  are  enclosed,  which  appear  to  me  moderate  and 
reasonable.  I  am  also  informed  that  another  company  might 
be  readily  made  up,  and  most  probably  upon  the  same  terms. 
I  would,  therefore,  submit  the  propriety  and  expediency  of 


PETITION    OF    WILLIAM   GODDARD. 

[Read  24th  June,  1776 ;  referred  to  the  Board  of  War.    Read  before  the 
Board  of  War,  and  referred  for  further  consideration.] 

To  the  Honourable  Commissioners  or  Delegates  from  the 
several  American  States,  now  sitting  in  General  Con- 
gress in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  : 

The  Memorial  of  William  Goddard  most  respectfully 
showeth  : 

That  the  intolerable  severity  of  Ministerial  oppression 
having  exposed  to  innumerable  hardships  your  Memorialist, 
and  other  Printers  who  manifested  their  zeal  in  defence  of 
the  invaded  rights  of  America,  and  the  iron  hand  of  tyranny, 
having,  by  means  of  the  Parliamentary  Post-Office,  pressed 
upon  him  more  heavily,  perhaps,  than  upon  any  other, — his 
own  sufferings  and  an  ardent  desire  of  serving  his  country 
prompted  him  to  devise  a  plan  for  the  total  abolition  of  that 
engine  of  Ministerial  extortion,  fraud  and  revenge,  by  sub- 
stituting for  it  a  Post-Office  on  constitutional  principles. 

His  undertaking  was  countenanced  by  all  the  friends  of 
American  freedom,  several  of  whom  contributed  largely 
towards  raising  a  fund  sufficient  to  prosecute  his  plan,  which 
the  artificei-s  used  by  the  tools  of  despotism  to  discourage  it 
rendered  more  expensive  than  it  might  otherwise  have  been. 
He  was,  however,  very  near  reaping  the  fruits  of  his  labour, 
and  reimbursing  his  friends,  when  your  most  honourable 
House  appointed  one  of  your  colleagues  to  superintend  that 
important  department  under  your  direction  ;  but  the  worthy 
officer  intrusted  with  it  not  having  been  authorized  to  in- 
demnify your  Memorialist  or  his  friends  for  the  expense 
incurred  by  establishing  Postmasters,  hiring  riders,  and  bring- 
ing the  temporary  establishment,  in  all  its  parts,  to  that  state 
where  your  officer  found  it  when  it  was  resigned  with  all 
those  advantages,  a  great  loss  is  sustained  by  your  Memo- 
rialist, as  well  as  the  persons  who  were  more  intimately  con- 
nected with  him  in  that  voluntary  service  of  the  publick. 

The  Secretary  and  Comptrollership  (the  two  principal 
places  which  the  Congress  instituted  under  the  Postmaster- 
General)  having  been  disposed  of,  it  was  judged  that,  as  your 
Memorialist  has  repeatedly  travelled  through  most  of  the  Co- 
lonies for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  his  own  projected  plan, 
he  was  more  capable  than  many  others  to  make  a  proper 
choice  of  inferior  officers,  and  knew  many  local  circum- 
stances that  would  be  essentially  useful  in  the  regulation  of 
that  Department,  should  he  be  invested  with  the  surveyor- 
ship  in  the  present  establishment. 

To  serve  his  country  he  accepted  it,  insufficient  as  the 
salary  was  to  afford  him  a  decent  maintenance,  and  though 
he  well  knew  that  the  greater  his  exertions  should  be  the 
sooner  the  office  must  be  discontinued,  all  sinecures  being 
inglorious  to  the  incumbents,  and  burdensome  to  the  State. 
Having  brought  the  surveyorship  to  that  period,  for  one  year 
at  least  he  entreats  your  honourable  House  to  favour  him 
with  an  opportunity  to  serve  his  country  in  the  Army,  where- 
ever  the  scene  of  action  may  be,  if  he  be  pennitted  to  share 
in  the  glorious  struggle  in  which  his  country  is  now  engaged, 
and  be  rendered  as  serviceable  as  may  be  reasonably  pre- 
sumed from  his  known  principles  and  character. 

He  is  informed,  by  officers  of  distinction,  that  there  are 
three  vacancies,  one  of  which,  the  Mustermaster-General's, 
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being  more  lucrative,  might  indemnify  him  for  a  part  of  the 
pecuniary  losses  already  mentioned ;  but  as  it  is  less  liable  to 
those  personal  dangers  which  his  natural  disposition  impels 
him  to  encounter,  he  would  think  himself  more  happy  should 
you  honour  him  with  a  commission  amongst  the  gentlemen 
who  shall  be  appointed  Field  Officers  to  supply  the  conse- 
quential vacancies  occasioned  by  the  alterations  expected  to 
happen  in  two  regiments  which  have  no  Colonel. 

Your  Memorialist  would  not  presume  to  solicit  employ- 
ment to  the  prejudice  of  the  officers  in  any  regiment,  but  he 
is  assured  it  will  give  no  disgust  to  the  worthy  gentlemen  of 
two  corps  on  this  station,  who,  having  honourably  served  in 
them,  might  with  propriety  claim  such  preferment. 

Now  that  this  country  is  threatened  with  a  most  formidable 
invasion,  to  assist  in  defending,  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  those 
sacred  rights  which,  as  a  citizen,  he  has  asserted  on  every 
opportunity  that  his  humble  station  offered  him,  is  the  most 
fervent  wish  of  your  Memorialist,  who  will  strive  to  render 
himself  worthy  of  the  confidence  that  may  be  reposed  in 
him  by  your  honourable  House,  and  to  demonstrate  that  he 
is  ever  ready  to  sacrifice  his  own  advantage  to  the  publick 

^      ■  William  Goddard. 

New-York,  June  21,  1776. 


COLONEL   FLEMING   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New-York,  JuneSI,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  1  take  occasion  to  express  the  high  sense  I 
entertain  of  that  honourable  testimony  of  your  approbation 
which  you  were  pleased  to  give  by  unanimously  appointing 
me  Deputy  Adjutant-General  in  the  Continental  Army,  and 
extremely  regret  the  necessity  I  am  now  laid  under  of  making 
a  resignation  of  the  trust  committed  to  me. 

I  flatter  myself  that,  considering  my  uniform  conduct  and 
my  circumstances  in  life,  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  be- 
lieve that  in  accepting  the  office  I  was  influenced  by  my 
zeal  for,  and  attachment  to,  the  cause  of  America ;  not  by 
any  avidity  for  the  emoluments  which  might  thence  arise. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  say  I  left  ease  and  competency,  my  wife 
and  children,  and  everything  dear  to  me,  to  encounter,  at 
the  expense  of  my  health  as  well  as  at  the  risk  of  my  life, 
all  the  rigours,  difficulties,  and  dangers  of  a  long  campaign 
in  Canada.  Neither  is  it  my  part  to  determine  whether  my 
behaviour  in  the  station  I  filled  has  been  reprehensible  or 
meritorious. 

But  this  much  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that,  however 
moderate  my  abilities,  my  assiduity  and  attention  to  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duty  were  unremitted.  What  share  of  zeal 
and  perseverance  I  may  pretend  to  can  easily  be  ascertain- 
ed by  the  term  of  my  continuance  in  Canada,  under  all  the 
discouragements  of  an  excruciating  disorder.  At  any  rate 
I  am  not  conscious  of  any  such  neglect  or  desertion  of  my 
duty  as  may  justly  expose  me  to  a  manifest  indignity,  and 
when  it  is  offered  me  I  cannot  forbear  feeling  it  with  the  sen- 
sibility of  a  man. 

As  first  Deputy  I  naturally  expected  to  succeed  to  the 
Adjutant-Generalship  when  it  became  vacant,  but  to  my 
great  surprise  I  find  the  Continental  Congress  have  thought 
proper  to  give  the  preference  to  another.  True  it  is,  the 
Congress  have  declared  a  resolution  to  reserve  to  themselves 
a  right  of  dispensing  preferments  according  to  the  merit  of 
officers,  and  not  to  the  seniority  of  commissions ;  but  even  on 
that  ground  the  preference  given  to  another  contains  an  im- 
plied censure  on  my  conduct.  It  is  a  tacit  declaration  that 
I  am  not  competent  to  the  place  of  Adjutant-General,  and 
of  course  that  I  have  not  acted  with  propriety  in  my  pre- 
sent character ;  for  no  man  capable  of  acquitting  himself 
well  in  the  post  of  Deputy-Adjutant  can  be  unqualified  for 
that  of  Adjutant-General.  I  am,  therefore,  compelled  to 
suppose  that  the  Continental  Congress  disapprove  of  my 
past  conduct,  and  think  me  unfit  for  the  place  to  which  I 
was  appointed ;  otherwise  it  cannot  be  imagined  they  would 
step  aside  from  the  plain  path  of  succession  by  seniority, 
and  take  the  pains  to  place  a  gentleman  not  at  all  within 
the  line  of  the  department,  over  my  head.  This  would  be 
charging  them  with  a  degree  of  partiality  of  which  I  hope 
they  are  incapable. 

1  am  now  reduced  to  this  dilemma,  either  to  suppose  that 
I  have  been  much  injured,  and  my  honour  as  a  soldier 
wounded  in  the  tenderest  part,  by  being  excluded  from  a  sta- 
tion, without  sufficient  cause,  to  which  I  had  a  good  right  to 


aspire ;  or  to  close  with  the  opinion  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  consider  myself  as  inadequate  to  the  office  you 
were  pleased  to  honour  me  with.  In  either  case  it  is  evi- 
dently my  duty  to  resign  ;  in  the  first,  justice  to  myself  re- 
quires it ;  in  the  last,  justice  to  my  country. 

On  whatever  ground  I  act,  be  assured,  gentlemen,  my 
affection  to  this  country,  and  my  zeal  for  the  preservation 
of  its  rights,  will  always  remain  unimpaired.  As  a  private 
citizen,  my  property,  my  life,  shall  be  cheerfully  hazarded  in 
the  defence  of  America. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most 

obedient  servant,  „  r-. 

t.DWARD  Fleming. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress. 


TO  THE  honourable  GENTLEMEN  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  CON- 
GRESS OF  THIS  PROVINCE, 

Province  of  New- York,  Cumberland  County,  ss: 

Upon  the  handbills  from  you  sent  to  us,  purporting  the 
expediency  of  instituting  civil  Government  according  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  County,  the  major  part  of  whom  have 
agreed  thereto  and  elected  their  Delegates,  and  empowered 
them  with  their  authority  to  agree  with  you  in  forming  a 
mode  of  Government  independent  of  the  Crown,  in  the 
most  mild,  just,  and  equitable  manner  possible,  for  the  regu- 
lating their  internal  police,  and  the  preservation  of  the  rights, 
liberty,  and  property  of  the  people, — all  which,  subjected, 
nevertheless,  to  those  regulations,  conditions,  and  restraints 
herewith  transmitted  you  by  the  hands  of  the  Delegates  of 
this  County,  to  all  which  they  are  by  their  constituents  in 
the  premises  limited  and  restrained  in  such  manner  that  if 
they  break  over  and  violate  those  sacred  instructions  here- 
with sent  you  in  behalf  of,  in,  and  for  our  constituents,  in 
matters  of  such  infinite  importance  and  delicacy,  the  Coun- 
ty Committee  declare,  in  behalf  of  the  free  and  patriotick 
people  thereof,  that  they  mean  to,  and  hereby  do,  reserve 
to  themselves  the  full  liberty  of  an  absolute  disavowance 
thereof,  and  every  clause,  article,  and  paragraph  of  such  an 
institution. 

Also,  it  is  hereby  acceded  to  and  fully  meant  and  intend- 
ed by  the  good  people  of  the  County,  that  they,  notwith- 
standing this  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  said 
handbills  above-mentioned,  so  directed  to  us  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  have  fully  and  absolutely  reserved  to  them- 
selves and  their  heirs,  &c.,  the  full  liberty  of  pursuing  their 
former  petition  in  behalf  of  the  people  included  and  speci- 
fied therein  some  years  ago,  and  preferred  to  the  great  and 
General  Assembly  of  the  ancient,  ever  respectable,  and  most 
patriotick  Government  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  Province, 
that  the  whole  District  described  in  said  petition  may  be 
hereafter  reunited  to  that  Province,  and  reserving  to  them- 
selves also  their  right  of  offering  their  pleas,  arguments,  and 
proofs  in  full  to  induce  to  a  reunion  thereof  to  that  ancient 
jurisdiction  for  those  important  reasons  to  be  adduced  when, 
where,  and  before  whom  the  parties  concerned  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  offer  the  same.    As  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

The  whole  whereof,  so  as  aforesaid,  to  you,  ever  respect- 
able gentlemen,  submitted  with  due  congratulations  of  ail 
the  good  people  of  said  County. 

Per  order  of  the  County  Committee  : 
Attest :  James  Clat,  Chairman  of  said  Com. 

Copy  compared  with  the  original  and  extracted  therefrom. 
Attest:  Elk'h  Day,  Clerk  for  said  Com. 

Wilmington,  June  21,  1776. 

Protest  instantly  entered  by  Elkanah  Day,  John  Bridg- 
man,  Esq.,  and  John  Norton. 

Test :  Elk'h  Day,  CkrJc  to  the  said  Com. 

To  the  President  of  the  Honourable  Congress  for  the  Colo- 
ny of  New-  York. 


JOHN   WATSON   TO   GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Hartford,  June  21,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  been  requested  by  the  Committee  for  taking 
care  of  the  prisoners,  to  take  the  charge  and  oversight  of 
those  stationed  at  Canaan;  among  whom  one  John  Birchley 
bas  sh^wn  me  a  certificate,  (signed  by  the  commander  of 
the  Brilliant,  one  of  the  Royal  Navy — his  name  I  have 
forgotten,)  showing  that  said  Birchley  was  impressed  at  Que- 
beck,  for  his  Majesty's  service,  from  on  board  the  Carolina, 
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a  mercliant  ship  from  PhUadelphia,  owned  by  Jeremiah 
Warder,  of  that  place ;  that  ho  was  brought  up  to  St.  Johns, 
to  man  out  the  vessels  built  there,  which  were  resigned  to 
us  with  said  garrison,  and  there  made  prisoner.  Said  Birch- 
Uy  appears  to  be  a  steady,  sensible  young  man,  and  has 
behaved  himself  well  since  with  us.  Informs  me  he  sailed 
from  Philadelphia  on  board  said  ship,  Stc;  that,  although 
he  is  an  Englishman  by  birth,  he  has  been  in  this  country 
from  his  cl'iildhood ;  has  sailed  in  the  employ  of  several 
merchants  from  that  place,  in  particular  Mr.  William  Mor- 
ris, (in  the  Richard  Pcnn,) — who  he  thinks  is  the  same 
man  who  signs  the  Continental  bills, — Mr.  Warder,  and 
others,  who  he  thinks  would  give  full  satisfaction  of  his 
friendly  disposition  to  the  American  cause,  and  of  the  man- 
ner of  his  coming  into  his  Majesty's  service,  if  he  might  be 
permitted  to  go  to  Philadelphia.  Also,  one  John  Barber 
has  shown  me  a  like  certificate  from  the  same  officer.  He 
appears  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  principal  towns  in 
this  Colony,  viz:  Hartford,  Weather sfield,  Middletown, 
New-London,  Simsbury,  inc.;  is  certainly  acquainted  with 
many  persons  of  note  in  those  places ;  was  impressed  from 
a  fishing  vessel  at  (^uebeclc ;  professes  a  desire  to  live  in  the 
country,  as  he  undoubtedly  has  since  the  last  war.  I  have 
heard  of  one  or  two  more  in  like  circumstances,  but  have 
not  seen  their  certiQcates.  Those  above  mentioned  are 
dated  at  Albany,  where  they  were  brought  from  the  north- 
ward ;  they  were  taken  from  Quebeck.  Captain  Somes,  the 
officer  who  gave  the  certi6cate,  is  not  in  this  Colony. 

I  trouble  your  Honour  with  this,  at  their  earnest  request, 
and  desire  your  advice  and  direction. 

I  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Watson. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq. 


JOSEPH    HAWLET   TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Watertown,  June  21,  1776. 

General  Washington:  The  most  important  matters 
are  soon  to  be  decided  by  arms.  Unhappy  it  is  for  the 
Massachusetts,  and  I  fear  for  the  whole  continent,  that  at 
this  season  we  have  a  large  and  numerous  Assembly.  More 
than  one-half  of  the  House  are  new  members.  Their  de- 
cisions are  most  afflictingly  slow,  when  everything  calls  for 
the  utmost  ardour  and  despatch.  The  Lord  have  mercy 
on  us  !  This  Colony,  I  imagine,  will  raise  the  men  required 
by  Congress  before  snow  falls,  but  in  no  season  for  the  re- 
lief of  either  New-  York  or  Canada. 

Pray,  sir,  consider  what  there  is  to  be  done.  It  is  my 
clear  opinion  that  there  will  not  be  a  single  company  move 
in  this  Colony  for  either  of  those  places  this  three  weeks.  1 
know,  sir,  it  will  vex  you  ;  but  your  Excellency  will  not  be 
alone  in  the  vexation.  My  soul  at  times  is  ready  to  die 
within  me  at  the  delays ;  at  others,  my  blood  to  press  out 
at  the  pores  of  my  body.  But  what  shall  be  the  expedi- 
ents ?  I  never  was  good  at  them,  but  will  venture  to  pro- 
pose again  the  same  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  namely,  that 
some,  or  all,  of  the  five  Continental  Regiments  here  be  or- 
dered to  march,  without  one  moment's  delay,  to  Canada  or 
New-York,  as  the  exigencies  require.  In  such  case,  they 
must  be  paid  up  their  arrears,  or  nearly.  In  that  way  you 
will,  in  effect,  get  succours  hv  New-York  or  Canada,  or 
both,  from  this  Colony.  Our  people  are  so  jealous  for  their 
own  safety  (though  you  know,  sir,  that  I  judge  them  at  pre- 
sent in  very  little  danger)  that  they  will  raise  the  Militia  for 
their  own  defence.  I  beg  your  Excellency  to  advert  to  the 
proposal  a  moment.  Our  own  Militia  are  as  good,  for  all 
the  intents  answered,  or  to  be  answered  here,  by  those  re- 
giments, as  they  are.  They  are  much  better  for  Canada  or 
New-York  than  the  Militia.  They  are  officered  and  or- 
ganized, and  well  armed  ;  the  Militia  to  be  officered,  armed, 
and  equipped.  The  differences  are  too  many  to  be  enu- 
merated. If  I  may  say  it,  I  am  astonished  at  the  policy 
of  Congress  in  ordering  more  regiments  here,  instead  of 
ordering  those  which  are  here  to  parts  where  they  are  infi- 
nitely more  needed.  But  my  opinion  is  of  little  worth ; 
but,  such  as  it  is,  I  have  given  it:  it  may  serve  as  a  sug- 
gestion. • 

I  am,  may  it  please  your  Excellency,  most  sincerely  yours, 

Joseph  Hawlev. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


captain    GOULD    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  June  21,  1776. 

Sir  :  Whereas  I  received  orders  from  your  Excellency 
to  march  the  guard  under  my  command  at  General  Lee's 
quarters  to  guard  the  magazine  at  Winter-Hill,  and  there  to 
stay  till  further  ordei-s  ;  accordingly  1  did.  "The  powder  was 
moved  into  Boston ;  then  General  Ward  gave  orders  for  me 
to  march  into  Boston,  and  be  his  guard.  Accordingly,  I 
marched  into  Boston,  and  remain  his  guard.  As  he  expects 
to  leave  the  service  soon,  I  humbly  ask  the  favour  of  your 
Excellency  to  permit  me  and  guard  to  stay,  as  guard  for 
the  succeeding  General ;  which  favour,  I  think,  cannot  be 
considered  unreasonable,  or  injurious  to  the  service,  but 
will  be  the  means  of  helping  it ;  and  hope  it  will  not  ap- 
pear so  to  your  Excellency,  when  you  hear  my  reasons : 
First:  Because  the  men  belong  to  several  different  regi- 
ments. Some  of  them  are  gone  to  Qucbcck,  and  some  to 
New-  York,  &ic.;  and  the  time  of  their  mlistment  is  half  ex- 
pired. Some  are  but  two  or  three  in  a  regiment,  and  will 
not  be  likely  to  do  much  service  to  their  respective  regi- 
ments. Secondly  :  The  men  have  been  to  the  cost  of  pro- 
curing uniforms,  and  dressing  well.  Through  die  scarcity  of 
money,  I  have  lent  them  a  great  deal,  and  must  unavoidably 
lose  great  part  of  it.  Thirdly :  When  the  men  inlisted, 
General  Lee  desired  me  to  draw  them  up,  as  ho  had  some- 
thing to  say  to  them.  Accordingly,  1  did ;  and  he  told 
them  that  he  had  a  great  regard  for  them,  and  tiiat,  if  they 
would  inlist  into  his  guard,  they  should  not  join  the  regi- 
ments. They  desired  of  General  Lee  to  be  an  independent 
company,  and  not  inlist  in  the  regiments.  He  made  this 
objection,  that  it  could  not  be,  for  they  must  inlist  into  the 
regiments  in  order  to  draw  the  pay  there  ;  but,  said  he,  that 
will  make  no  difference,  for  you  shall  not  join  the  regiments ; 
and  he  said  that  it  was  no  matter  what  company  they  were 
returned  under,  for  they  desired  to  be  with  me ;  and  he 
promised  them  that  I  should  be  their  officer,  as  they  had  a 
mind  to  inlist  in  the  company  with  me.  He  said  they  could 
not  all  belong  to  one  company  in  the  regiment,  but,  he  said, 
it  would  make  no  odds,  for  they  should  not  join  the  regi- 
ments. And  General  Lee  went  to  Colonel  Little,  and  told 
him  that  it  was  no  matter  what  Captain  he  returned  me 
under,  for  I  should  not  join  the  regiments.  Likewise,  he 
told  him  that  he  would  not  weaken  his  regiment  of  sergeants 
and  corporals,  but  would  appoint  them  himself;  and  he  told 
me  that  he  would  see  them  paid  himself,  as  sergeants  and 
cor{X)rals.  Accordingly,  he  appointed  them,  and  they  have 
done  the  duty  ever  since  as  such ;  and  for  them  to  be  re- 
turned into  the  ranks  must  be  degrading  to  them,  and  is 
contrary  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Army.  When 
General  Lee  went  away,  he  said  he  expected  to  return 
soon ;  and  that,  if  he  was  stationed  in  these  parts,  he  would 
send  for  us ;  but,  as  he  went  to  the  southward,  he  had  not 
an  opportunity.  As  we  are  in  uniform  by  ourselves,  and 
have  a  great  mind  to  be  as  a  company  by  ourselves,  if  your 
Excellency  shall  see  fit  to  order  us  to  the  regiments,  not 
one  of  the  men  will  join  the  company  with  me.  I  have  in- 
listed  about  sixty  men,  and  there  are  about  thirty  with  me ; 
and  as  there  is  an  opportunity  for  this  purpose,  the  men 
will  think  very  hard  of  it ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be  a 
hinderance  of  the  men's  reinlisting  when  tiieir  times  are  out. 

I  am  determined,  if  my  life  is  spared,  to  continue  in  the 
service  of  my  country.  If  my  conduct  is  such  that  I  shall 
be  accepted,  I  should  be  glad  if  the  men  might  be  used  so 
that  they  will  stay  with  me ;  and,  therefore,  if  your  Excel- 
lency would  grant  this  favour  to  us,  I  shall  think  myself 
bound  in  the  strongest  obligations  to  promote  your  honour, 
and  shall  think  nothing  too  much  to  do  for  you ;  and  am 
your  most  devoted,  humble  servant, 

Benjamin  Gould, 
Captain  of  General  Ward's  Guards. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


MESHECH  WEARE  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

New-Hampshire,  Exeter,  June  21,  1776. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  directions  from  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, received  a  few  weeks  past,  to  collect  all  the  hard 
money  we  could,  and  forward  the  same  to  Canada,  to  be 
delivered  into  your  hands,  we  herewith  transmit  the  sum  of 
£1145  15s.  10c/.,  under  care  o(  Benjamin  Giles  and  James 
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Betton,  Esquires,  Members  of  the  General  Assembly,  who 
readily,  as  good  friends  to  their  country,  undertake  the  jour- 
ney ;  to  whom  you  will  please  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  same, 
and  all  the  despatch  the  circumstances  of  the  business  will 
permit.  We  shall  still  exert  ourselves  to  exchange  and  col- 
lect what  further  sums  of  money  we  can,  and  do  everything 
in  our  power  for  the  good  of  the  Ameiican  cause. 

Wishing  you  the  protection  of  a  kind  Providence,  with 
the  best  success  to  our  troops  in  the  Northern  Department, 
I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  with  ail  due 
respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Meshech  Weare,  President. 
To  General  Schuyler. 


Williamsburgh,  Virginia,  June  32,  1776. 

Last  Monday  an  express  arrived  at  Head-Quarters  from 
General  Lee,  who  left  his  Excellency  the  6th  instant,  at 
Liitth  River,  on  the  road  to  Charlestotvn,  with  three  batta- 
lions of  the  North- Carolina  troops,  marching  with  all  pos- 
sible expedition  to  the  assistance  of  that  place ;  General 
Clinton,  with  upwards  of  fifty  sail  of  men-of-war  and  trans- 
ports, having  appeared  off  their  bar  the  Tuesday  before, 
where  they  cast  anchor.  Two  other  North-  Carolina  Regi- 
ments, and  Colonel  Muhlenberg's  Virginia  Battalion,  were 
likewise  on  their  march  for  Charlestown ;  with  whose  assist- 
ance, it  is  not  doubted  but  our  brethren  in  South-  Carolina 
will  be  able  to  defeat  any  attempts  of  their  enemies,  and, 
when  under  the  conduct  of  so  able  and  experienced  a  com- 
mander, give  them  that  chastisement  which  they  are  so 
richly  entitled  to. 

By  the  same  express,  we  learn  that  a  sloop  arrived  at 
Charlestown  the  25th  ultimo  from  St.  Eustatia,  with  ten 
thousand  weight  of  gunpowder;  the  master  of  which  in- 
formed that  a  large  vessel  had  arrived  at  that  Island  from 
Holland,  deeply  laden  with  arms  and  ammunition.  He 
also  said  that  all  the  French  ports  in  the  West-Indies  were 
now  open  to  us,  and  that  their  ships  of  war  have  received 
orders  to  protect  our  vessels  in  and  out  of  their  harbours ; 
that  the  French  are  fortifying  Dunkirk,  which  produced  a 
remonstrance  from  the  British  Court,  but  without  effect. 

Yesterday  the  honourable  Convention  made  choice  of  the 
following  gentlemen  to  represent  this  Dominion  in  General 
Congress  for  one  year,  viz  :  George  Wythe,  Thomas  Nelson, 
jun.,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  Francis 
Lightfoot  Lee,  Esquires. 

This  morning,  Captain  James  Barron  came  to  town  from 
Jamestown,  with  the  agreeable  news  that  he  and  his  brother, 
in  two  small  armed  vessels,  were  safe  arrived  there,  with  the 
Oxford  transport,  from  Glasgow,  having  on  board  two  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  Scotch  Highlanders,  with  a  number  of 
women  and  children,  which  they  took  last  Wednesday  eve- 
ning, on  her  way  up  to  Gwin's  Island  to  join  Lord  Dunmore. 
The  people  on  board  inform  that  they  are  part  of  a  body  of 
three  thousand  troops  which  sailed  from  Glasgow  for  Boston; 
but,  upon  hearing  that  that  place  was  in  our  possession,  they 
steered  their  course  for  Halifax ;  that  they  had  been  taken 
by  the  Andrew  Doria,  one  of  the  Continental  fleet,  who, 
after  disarming  them,  and  taking  out  all  the  principal  offi- 
cers, with  such  of  the  transport's  crew  as  were  acquainted 
with  navigation,  put  eight  of  their  own  hands  on  board  to 
bring  her  into  port ;  but  that  the  carpenter  of  the  transport 
formed  a  party,  and  rescued  the  vessel  from  them,  and  was 
conducting  her  into  Hampton-Roads,  when  the  two  Cap- 
tain Barrons  very  fortunately  came  across  them,  and  moored 
them  safe  at  Jamestown,  where  ihey  are  now  disembarking, 
and  are  expected  in  town  this  day. 


MEETING    OF    ASSOCIATORS,    ANNE     ARUNDEL    COUNTY,    MA- 
RYLAND. 

At  a  very  respectable  meeting  of  the  Associators  oi  Anne 
Arundel  County,  held  at  B^'est  River,  on  Saturday,  the  22d 
instant,  (^June,)  the  following  important  questions  were  sub- 
mitted to  their  consideration : 

First.  Whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Associators  present, 
the  Province  of  Maryland  should,  or  siiould  not,  be  bound 
by  the  determination  of  the  majority  of  the  United  Colonies 
upon  all  questions  to  be  agitated  in  Congress,  such  only 
excepted  as  are  calculated  to  regulate,  or  m  any  manner 
interfere  in,  the  internal  government  of  the  Province  ? 

Resolved,  unanimously,  in  the  affirmative. 


Second.  Whether  tlie  Instructions  that  were  imposed 
upon  the  Delegates  of  this  Province  in  Congress  by  the  De- 
cember, and  continued  by  the  May  Sessions  of  Convention, 
should,  or  siiould  not,  be  immediately  rescinded  by  thtj 
present  Convention,  and  the  Delegates  in  Congress  in- 
trusted with  discretionary  powers  of  exercising  their  own 
judgments  upon  any  question  that  may  come  under,  their 
consideration  ? 

Resolved,  unanimously,  in  the  affirmative — from  a  tho- 
rough conviction  that  the  true  interests  and  substantial  hap- 
piness of  the  United  Colonies  in  general,  and  this  in  parti- 
cular, are  inseparably  interwoven  and  linked  together,  and 
essentially  dependant  upon  a  close  Union  and  Continental 
Confederation.  The  complexion  of  the  times  is  such  that, 
in  our  opinion,  unanimity  alone  can  render  our  opposition  to 
the  establishment  of  a  Parliamentary  tyranny  glorious.  By 
division,  the  most  diabolical  wishes  of  the  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons,  will  be  effectually  realized. 

Published  by  order  of  the  meeting. 


INSTRUCTIONS    TO    THE    DELEGATES    OF    CHARLES    COUNTY, 
MARYLAND. 

To  JosiAH  Hawkins,  Thomas  Stone,  Robert  T.  Hooe, 
Joseph  H.  Harrison,  and  William  Harrison,  Esqs. 
We,  the  subscribers,  freemen  of  Charles  County,  in  the 
Province  of  Maryland,  taking  into  our  most  serious  consi- 
deration the  present  state  of  the  unhappy  dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Colonies,  and  the  very  great 
distress  and  hardships  they  have  brought  upon  us  thereby, 
think  proper  to  deliver  you  our  sentiments,  and  to  instruct 
you  in  certain  points  relative  to  your  conduct  in  the  next 
Convention,  as  Representatives  of  this  County.  Reasons 
for  the  mode  of  voting,  and  determining  questions,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  Counties,  have  not  appeared  to  us  to  exist  since  the 
last  general  election  ;  therefore,  we  charge  and  instruct  you 
to  move  for,  and  endeavour  to  obtain  a  regulation  for  voting 
individually,  and  determining  questions  by  a  majority  of  mem- 
bers, and  not  of  Counties,  in  future.  And  as  we  know  we 
have  a  right  to  hear,  or  be  informed  what  is  transacted  in 
Convention,  we  instruct  you  to  move  for,  and  endeavour  to 
obtain,  a  resolve  for  the  doors  of  the  House  to  be  kept  open 
in  future,  and  that,  on  all  questions  proposed  and  seconded, 
the  yeas  and  nays  be  taken,  and,  together  with  every  other 
part  of  your  proceedings,  published,  except  such  only  as 
may  relate  to  military  operations,  questions  which  ought  to 
be  debated  with  the  doors  shut,  and  the  determinations 
thereon  kept  secret. 

The  experience  we  have  had  of  the  cruelty  and  injustice 
of  the  British  Government,  under  which  we  have  too  long 
borne  oppression  and  wrongs,  and  notwithstanding  every 
peaceable  endeavour  of  the  United  Colonies  to  get  redress 
of  grievances,  by  decent,  dutiful,  and  sincere  petitions  and 
representations  to  the  King  and  Parliament,  giving  every 
assurance  of  our  affection  and  loyalty,  and  praying  for  no 
more  than  peace,  liberty  and  safety  under  the  British  Go- 
vernment, yet  have  we  received  nothing  but  an  increase  of 
insult  and  injury,  by  all  the  Colonies  being  declared  in  ac- 
tual rebellion ;  savages  hired  to  take  up  arms  against  us ; 
slaves  proclaimed  free,  enticed  away,  trained  and  armed 
against  their  lawful  masters ;  our  towns  plundered,  burnt, 
and  destroyed  ;  our  vessels  and  property  seized  on  the  seas, 
made  free  plunder  to  the  captors,  and  our  seamen  forced  to 
take  arms  against  ourselves;  our  friends  and  countrymen, 
when  captivated,  confined  in  dungeons,  and,  as  if  criminals, 
chained  down  to  the  earth  ;  our  estates  confiscated,  and  our 
men,  women  and  children  robbed  and  murdered :  and  as  at 
this  time,  instead  of  Coinmissioners  to  negotiate  a  peace,  as 
we  have  been  led  to  believe  were  coming  out,  a  formidable 
fleet  of  British  ships,  with  a  numerous  army  of  foreign 
soldiers,  in  British  pay,  are  daily  expected  on  our  coast,  to 
force  us  to  yield  the  property  we  have  honestly  acquired, 
and  fairly  own,  and  drudge  out  the  remainder  of  our  days 
in  misery  and  wretchedness,  leaving  us  nothing  better  to  be- 
queath to  posterity  than  poverty  and  slavery  : — we  must, 
for  these  reasons,  declare,  that  our  affection  for  the  people, 
and  allegiance  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  so  readily 
and  truly  acknowledged  till  of  late,  is  forfeited  on  their  part. 
And  as  we  are  convinced  that  nothing  virtuous,  humane, 
generous,  or  just,  can  be  expected  from  the  British  King  or 
nation,  and  that  they  will  exert  themselves  to  reduce  us  to  a 
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state  of  slavery,  by  every  effort  and  artifice  in  their  power, 
-we  are  of  opinion  that  tiie  time  has  fully  arrived  for  the 
Colonies  to  adopt  the  last  measure  for  our  common  good 
and  safety,  and  that  the  sooner  they  declare  themselves  sepa- 
rate from,  and  independent  of  the  Crown  and  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  the  sooner  they  will  be  able  to  make  effectual 
opposition,  and  establish  their  liberties  on  a  firm  and  per- 
manent basis.  We,  therefore,  most  earnestly  instruct  and 
charge  you  to  move  for,  without  loss  of  time,  and  endeavour 
to  obtain,  positive  instructions  from  the  Convention  of  Mary- 
land to  their  Delegates  in  Congress,  immediately  to  join  the 
other  Colonies  in  declaring  that  the  United  Colonies  no  longer 
owe  allegiance  to,  nor  are  they  dependant  upon,  the  Crown 
or  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  power  on 
earth,  but  are,  for  time  to  come,  free  and  independent  States  ; 
provided  that  the  power  of  forming  Government,  and  regu- 
lating the  internal  concerns  of  each  Colony,  be  left  to  their 
respective  Legislatures ;  and  that  said  Delegates  give  the 
assent  of  this  Province  to  any  further  confederation  of  the 
Colonies  for  the  support  of  their  union,  and  for  forming 
such  foreign  commercial  connections  as  may  be  requisite 
and  necessary  for  our  common  good  and  safety.  And  as 
the  present  Government  under  the  King  cannot  longer  exist 
with  safety  to  the  freemen  of  this  Province,  we  are  of  opi- 
nion a  new  form  of  Government,  agreeable  to  the  late  recom- 
mendation of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  to  all 
the  United  Colonies,  ought  immediately  to  be  adopted. 


INSTRUCTIONS    TO    THE    DELEGATES     OF    TALBOT    COUNTY, 
MARYLAND. 

To  the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq.,  James 
Lloyd   Chamberlaine,   Edward   Lloyd,   Nicholas 
Thomas,  and  Pollard  Edmonson,  Esqs.,  Representa- 
tives for  Talbot  County,  in  Convention  now  sitting : 
The  Address  of  part  of  the  freemen  of  the  said  County  : 
Gentlemen:  The  vast  importance  of  the  dispute  now 
subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  the  North-American 
Colonies,  the  fatal  consequences  that  must  attend  the  mis- 
management of  that  dispute,  and  the  effects  they  must  inevi- 
tably have  on  us,  in  common  with  the  neighbouring  Govern- 
ments, sufficiently  justify  us,  your  constituents,  in  laying  our 
sentiments  before  you,  on  the  present  occasion,  respecting 
the  measures  taken  for  carrying  into  execution  the  plan  pro- 
posed for  the  preservation  of  our  liberties,  now  in  the  most 
imminent  danger. 

We,  therefore,  in  virtue  of  that  right  which  the  constituent 
hath  in  his  Representative  or  Deputy,  take  leave  to  express 
to  you  our  great  concern  and  sorrow  that  we  cannot  approve 
the  measures  pursued  in  the  last  session  of  Convention.  We 
have  seen,  with  grief  and  astonishment,  the  Convention  of 
Maryland,  in  matters  of  the  utmost  importance,  resolving  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  honourable  Congress.  We  have 
also  seen  it,  in  our  opinion,  profusely  lavishing  the  publick 
money,  at  a  time  when  the  constituents  are  labouring  under 
every  burden  which  imagination  can  conceive,  without  mo- 
ney, without  trade,  or  any  possible  means  of  procuring  either. 
We  likewise  view  its  instructions  to  our  Delegates  in  Con- 
gress, of  the  18th  of  January  and  21st  of  May  last,  as  tend- 
ing, in  direct  terms,  to  a  breach  of  that  confidential  harmony 
so  happily,  before  that,  subsisting  among  the  United  Colo- 
nies, and  which  we,  in  common  with  every  Colonist  embarked 
in  the  cause  of  liberty,  beheld  as  our  greatest  glory,  and  the 
only  source  of  our  protection.  Its  resolves  in  opposition  to 
those  in  Congress  of  the  15th  of  May,  declaring  it  to  be 
necessary  that  the  exercise  of  any  kind  of  authority  under 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  should  be  totally  suppressed, 
and  all  the  powere  of  Government  exerted  under  the  authori- 
ty of  the  people,  we  conceive  to  be  a  direct  breach  of  the 
Continental  Union,  and  to  have  a  tendency  to  introduce 
anarchy  and  confusion,  by  setting  up  and  continuing  two 
separate  and  opposite  authorities  at  the  same  time  binding 
on  the  good  people  of  this  Province.  We  look  upon  the 
rule  of  voting  in  Convention  by  Counties  to  be  dangerous, 
as  productive  of  influence  which  may  be  used  to  rule  the 
determinations  and  resolves  of  the  House  by  a  minority  of 
twenty-seven  members,  who,  in  such  case,  may  have  all  the 
(effects  of  a  majority.  We  consider  our  present  mode  of 
Government  by  Conventions  and  Committees,  as  insufficient 
to  accomplish  the  end  for  which  it  was  instituted ;  and  dan- 


gerous, so  far  as  it  unites  the  Legislative  and  Executive 
powers  in  nearly  the  same  persons,  which  is  the  true  defini- 
tion of  tyranny.  We  would  by  no  means  insinuate  that  the 
Convention  hath  any  intention  of  using  its  power  to  that 
purpose,  and  hope  we  shall  not  be  so  understood  by  you  ; 
but  it  is  proper  to  guard  against  probable  evil,  where  the 
liberties  of  mankind  are  concerned.  We  have  seen,  with 
sorrow  of  heart,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  inexorably  de- 
temiined  upon  the  ruin  of  our  liberties.  We  view  the  Par- 
liament as  lost  to  all  sense  of  justice  and  humanity,  attached 
to,  and  governed  by,  a  cornipt  and  wicked  Ministry,  who 
are  intending  the  ruin  of  their  infatuated  master,  or  deter- 
mined to  make  his  Government  absolute,  and  erect  a  tyran- 
ny over  his  dominions,  of  which  they  expect  to  have  the 
direction.  We  have  seen  all  the  petitions  of  the  Congress 
treated  with  contempt ;  an  act  of  Parliament  declaring  our 
resistance  against  actual  violence  to  be  rebellion,  excluding 
us  from  the  protection  of  the  Crown,  and  compelling  such 
of  the  Colonists  as  shall  be  taken  prisoners  to  fight  against 
their  country ;  the  treaties  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
with  European  Princes,  for  engaging  foreign  mercenaries  to 
aid  the  forces  of  that  Kingdom  in  their  attempts  to  subdue 
the  Americans,  or  cut  their  throats ;  and  by  his  answer  to 
the  Address  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  London,  he  manifests  such  a  deter- 
mined resolution  to  effect  the  destruction  oi  Amzrican  free- 
dom, that  we  cannot  entertain  the  most  distant  expectation 
of  a  reconciliation  on  reasonable  terms.  This  being  the 
case,  we  look  on  all  lukewarm  backwardness  in  the  Conven- 
tion of  this  Province,  in  the  common  cause  oi  America,  and 
every  opposition  to  the  resolves  of  Congress  calculated  for 
our  safety  and  general  security,  (as  we  are  convinced  that  of 
the  15th  of  May,  above-mentioned,  was,)  to  be  of  the  most 
dangerous  tendency,  and  that  it  will  naturally  induce  the 
Ministry  to  look  on  this  Province  as  friendly  to  their  mea- 
sures, and,  in  all  probability,  bring  their  forces  among  us, 
by  which  we  shall  have  our  country  made  the  seat  of  war, 
and  experience  all  its  horrours.  Possessed  with  these  senti- 
ments, we,  in  the  most  earnest  terms,  request  your  attention 
to  the  following  Instructions,  viz : 

First.  That  you  use  your  utmost  influence  that  the  In- 
structions given  by  Convention  to  our  Delegates  in  Con- 
gress, before-mentioned,  be  rescinded,  and  that  they  may  be 
instructed  by  the  present  Convention  to  concur  and  co-ope- 
rate with  the  Delegates  of  the  other  United  Colonies,  in 
forming  such  further  compacts  between  the  said  Colonies, 
concluding  such  treaties  with  foreign  kingdoms,  and  in  adopt- 
ing such  other  measures  as  shall  be  judged  necessary  for  pro- 
moting the  liberty,  safety,  and  interest  of  America,  and  de- 
feating the  schemes  and  machinations  of  our  enemies,  the 
King  and  Parliament  and  Ministry  of  Great  Britain. 

Second.  That  you  use  the  same  influence  to  induce  the 
Convention  to  comply  with  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the 
15th  of  May  last,  in  exerting  all  the  powers  of  Govern- 
ment under  the  authority  of  the  people  of  this  Province, 
by  forming  a  Constitution  adequate  to  that  purpose ;  and  in 
case  the  present  Convention  shall  decline  that  task,  that  you 
promote  and  procure  a  resolve  to  determine  their  power  at 
the  end  of  the  present  session,  and  order  an  election  for 
members  to  compose  a  new  Convention  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  such  Constitution. 

Third.  That  you  use  your  endeavours  to  procure  a  dif- 
ferent mode  of  voting  in  Convention  ;  that  the  method  may 
be  by  the  members  each  voting  separately,  as  was  formerly 
practised  in  Assembly  ;  that  in  all  questions  of  importance, 
when  the  House  divides,  the  yeas  and  nays  be  constantly 
taken,  and  published  with  the  proceedings,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  publick  respecting  the  behaviour  of  their  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Fourth.  That  you  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  executing  the  writs  of  election  which  we  under- 
stand are  already  issued  in  the  name  of  the  Proprietary,  or 
by  the  authority  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  as  no  fair 
elections  can  be  held,  or  the  people  legally  represented, 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  this  Province,  for  reasons 
too  obvious  to  require  being  mentioned. 

Fifth.  That  you  use  your  endeavours  and  influence  to 
have  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Safety  appointed  from 
among  the  Delegates  in  Convention  only,  they  being  per- 
sons duly  elected  by  the  people,  who  are  the  source  of  all 
power. 
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Sixth.  That  you  endeavour  to  procure  a  resolve  of  Con- 
vention to  prevent  any  undue  influence  being  used  at  elec- 
tions by  military  officers  over  the  men  they  command,  a 
danger  which  may  possibly  arise  from  the  attachment  natu- 
ral enough  in  the  soldier  to  his  commander. 

Seventh.  That  you  move  for  and  promote  a  reasonable 
regulation  to  enable  debtors  to  pay  off  their  creditors  in 
country  produce,  especially  in  the  case  of  rents  and  interest 
due  on  obligations  or  otherwise,  and  also  the  publick  levies 
now  due. 

Eighth.  That  you  endeavour  to  procure  a  resolve  of  Con- 
vention to  exclude  all  officers,  civil  or  military,  from  hold- 
ing seats  in  Convention  or  Congress,  after  appointment  to 
each  office,  until  rechosen  ;  and  to  exclude  all  members  of 
Congress  from  a  seat  in  the  Convention. 

Ninth.  That  you  endeavour  to  reduce  the  enormous  allow- 
ance of  fifteen  pounds  per  week  given  to  each  of  our  Dele- 
gates in  Congress,  this  being  a  time  when  strict  economy  is 
necessary ;  and  also  reduce  the  allowance  of  members  in 
Convention  to  a  sum  adequate  to  their  necessary  expense,  as 
we  are  persuaded  you  will  agree  with  us  in  opinion  that  the 
present  state  of  this  Province  will  by  no  means  admit  of  pro- 
fusion. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS   TO   JOSEPH   TRUMBULL. 

Philadelphia,  June  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  so  extremely  hurried  at  present  that  I  have 
only  time  enough  to  send  the  enclosed  resolves. 

By  the  next  post  I  purpose  doing  myself  the  pleasure  of 
writing  you  fully. 

In  the  mean  time  I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 
John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Joseph  TrumJuZ/,  Esq.,  Commissary-General,  Canada. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  EBENEZEB  HANCOCK. 

Philadelphia,  June  22,  1776. 

Dear  Brother:  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  enclose 
you  the  pay-roll  of  the  Continental  Army,  it  being  neces- 
sary for  you  in  your  new  Department. 

1  have  just  received  a  letter  from  General  Washington, 
in  which  he  very  obligingly  says  he  will  give  you  such  fur- 
ther directions  as  you  may  stand  in  need  of.  I  have  only 
time  to  add  that  I  hope  to  write  you  fully  by  the  next 
post. 

I  am  your  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Ebenezer  Hancock,  Esq.,  Deputy  Paymaster-General,  at 
Boston.  

WILLIAM   WHIPPLE   TO   JOHN   LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  May  18,  1776. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir:  This  only  serves  to  tell  you  Colonel 
Bartlett  arrived  yesterday,  and  to  enclose  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  which  I  know  will  not  displease  you.  You  see 
how  we  come  on.  A  Confederation,  permanent  and  lasting, 
ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  the  next  thing,  and  I  hope  is  not 
far  off:  if  so,  then  the  establishment  of  foreign  agencies,  I 
hope,  will  fill  our  ports  with  ships  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  By  the  enclosed  Evening  Post  you  will  see  the  effects 
of  their  resolution.  May  it  operate  in  the  same  manner 
through  America. 

Your  sincere  friend,  William  Whipple. 


directions  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Secret  Committee  re- 
lative to  what  you  have  in  your  hands. 

The  order  of  Congress  concerning  taking  up  Government 
under  the  people,  which  Colonel  Whipple  sent  forward,  has 
made  a  great  noise  in  this  Province.  Enclosed  I  send  you 
an  address  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  and  an  order  for 
the  meeting  of  the  City  and  Liberties  to-morrow :  what  will 
be  the  consequence  I  know  not,  but  think  the  Assembly  will 
be  dissolved  and  a  Convention  called.  As  to  other  affairs,  I 
have  had  no  time  to  be  informed  myself;  and  Colonel  Whip- 
ple tells  me  he  has  written  you  from  time  to  time  fully.  As 
to  the  agency  affair,  I  shall  make  one  more  trial  when  that 
matter  comes  on.  The  order  of  Congress  for  raising  a  regi- 
ment for  the  defence  of  our  Colony,  you  will  receive  before 
this  comes  to  hand.  I  hope  good  officers  will  be  recom- 
mended, and  everything  put  in  the  best  posture  of  defence, 
and  the  courage  and  resolution  of  the  people  kept  up,  as  I 
have  great  reason  to  think  we  shall  have  a  severe  trial  this 
summer  with  Britons,  Hessians,  Hanoverians,  Indians,  Ne- 
groes, and  every  other  butcher  the  gracious  King  of  Britain 
can  hire  against  us.  If  we  can  stand  it  out  this  year,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  we  can,  by  Divine  assistance,  I  think  there 
will  be  a  final  end  of  British  tyranny,  and  this  country  soon 
enjoy  peace,  liberty,  and  safety.  Use  your  best  endeavours 
to  keep  up  the  spirit  of  the  people,  for  our  all  is  at  stake — 
life,  liberty,  and  fortune.  We  have  nothing  to  hope  for, 
if  conquered ;  and  our  misfortunes  in  the  war  ought  to  ani- 
mate us  the  more  to  diligence,  firmess,  and  resolution.  To 
conquer  is  better  than  life ;  to  be  subdued,  infinitely  worse 
than  death. 

I  have  resolved  punctually  to  answer  all  letters  written 
to  me  from  any  persons  in  our  Colony,  but  never  to  write  a 
second  to  any  person  who  does  not  answer  mine,  except 
what  I  am  obliged  to  write  officially  to  the  Colony  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety. 

By  an  express  received  from  General  Lee,  we  are  inform- 
ed a  number  of  transports  had  arrived  at  Cape  Fear  with 
troops  from  England,  but  had  not  landed  when  the  express 
came  away. 

May  21  si. — Yesterday  the  city  met,  agreeable  to  notifi- 
cation, in  the  field  before  the  State-House,  a  stage  being 
erected  for  the  Moderator,  (Colonel  Roberdeau,)  and  the 
chief  speakers  Mr.  McKean,  &ic.  I  am  told  they  unani- 
mously voted  that  the  present  House  of  Assembly  are  not 
competent  to  changing  the  form  of  Government,  and  have 
given  orders  for  calling  a  Convention.  The  Pennsylvania 
Assembly  was  to  meet  yesterday.  I  fear  some  convulsions 
in  the  Colony.  The  infamous  instructions  given  by  the  As- 
sembly to  their  Delegates,  which  they  at  their  last  meeting 
refused  to  alter,  is  the  cause  of  their  losing  the  confidence 
of  the  people. 

One  of  the  riflemen  taken  at  Quebeck  last  fall  arrived  in 
this  city  last  evening.  I  am  told  he  has  brought  letters, 
sewed  up  in  his  clothes,  for  the  Congress ;  and  that  he  left 
England  the  24th  of  March  last.  I  saw  him  last  evening, 
when  he  first  came  in  the  coffee-house.  I  expect  to  know 
more  at  Congress,  as  the  letters  are  sent  to  the  President ; 
but  the  post  is  now  setting  off,  so  must  conclude,  by  assur- 
ing you  I  am  your  steady  and  sincere  friend, 

JosiAH  Bartlett. 

P.  S.  Colonel  Whipple  has  enclosed  one  of  the  addresses. 


JOSIAH  bartlett  to  JOHN  LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  May  19,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Last  Friday  afternoon  I  arrived  here,  all  well, 
and  on  Saturday  we  received  a  sad  but  very  imperfect  ac- 
count of  affairs  at  Quebeck.  According  to  the  account  re- 
eeivcd  it  seems  there  was  a  most  shocking  and  unaccount- 
able misconduct  in  the  whole  affair ;  however,  cannot  help 
hoping  that  affairs  are  not  so  bad  as  has  been  reported ; 
and  if  they  are,  that  the  Generals  and  soldiers  who  had  not 
joined  the  Army  will,  in  a  great  measure,  retrieve  matters, 
and  that  things  there  will  soon  be  in  a  better  situation. 

Hard  money  is  very  much  wanted  in  Canada ;  and  un- 
less considerable  sums  are  forthwith  sent  there,  our  affairs 
will  suffer  very  much  on  that  account.     You  will  receive 


WILLIAM    WHIPPLE    TO    JOHN   LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  May  20,  1776.' 
My  DEAR  Sib  :  Your  favour  of  the  6th  instant  is  now 
before  me.  I  am  glad  the  money  has  got  safe  to  hand. 
The  list  of  officers  you  mention,  I  suppose  has  reached  you 
before  now.  I  enclosed  one  some  time  ago.  I  also  gave 
you  my  reasons  for  disapproving  the  person  you  mentioned 
for  First  Lieutenant.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  Mr.  Roche 
you  mention  ;  but  am  apprehensive  his  being  appointed  will 
make  some  uneasiness,  as  there  are  many  masters  of  vessels, 
of  good  character,  out  of  employ,  who  perhaps  will  think 
themselves  neglected.  I  shall  nominate  Captain  Thompson 
the  first  opportunity ;  and  think  it  won't  be  amiss  to  appoint 
such  of  the  warrant  or  petty  officers  as  you  think  necessary; 
as  to  the  other  officers,  I  think  you  may  sound  such  persons 
as  you  may  think  proper,  and  know  what  places  they  will 
accept,  without  engaging  them  absolutely. 
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The  canvass,  I  hope,  w  ill  be  soon  with  you ;  but  1  fear  it 
will  be  some  time  before  you  will  get  the  guns ;  if  they  are 
to  go  from  hence,  I  see  no  prospect  of  your  having  them 
till  Juhj.  The  furnaces  are  at  work  at  Providence,  and, 
by  what  I  can  learn,  have  made  a  considerable  number.  I 
think  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  take  a  ride  there  ;  you  will 
then  be  able  to  judge  of  the  probability  of  getting  them  from 
thence;  and  on  the  earliest  notice  from  you,  1  will  get  an 
order  for  the  first  guns  that  are  made,  after  the  sliips  that  are 
building  there  are  supplied.  I  shall  lay  your  proposals  for 
purchasing  the  powder  before  the  Committee  this  evening ; 
shall  also  apply  for  cash :  you  don't  mention  the  sum  you 
shall  want,  but  my  application  shall  be  for  the  round  sum  of 
ten  thousand  ;  if  that  should  not  be  sufficient,  let  me  know 
seasonably,  and  I  will  endeavour  that  you  shall  be  sup- 
plied. 

May  21. — The  foregoing  was  written  last  evening  to  save 
time.  I  have  got  an  order  for  the  sum  above-mentioned, 
and  shall  send  it  forward  in  a  few  days.  Mr.  Morris,  Chair- 
man of  the  Secret  Committee,  desires  you  will  buy  the  pow- 
der, and  your  draft  shall  be  duly  paid,  or  the  money  sent  you 
on  the  earliest  notice.  No  doubt  you  will  buy  it  as  cheap  as 
you  can  ;  the  highest  price  that  has  been  given  here  is  five 
shillings,  this  currency.  I  imagine  provisions  will  be  order- 
ed from  Cambridge,  where  a  large  quantity  was  left  by  the 
Army.  I  shall  let  you  know  more  of  that  shortly.  Colonel 
Bartlett  arrived  the  17th,  afternoon  ;  he  writes  to  you  this 
post.  By  the  enclosed  alarm  you  will  see  the  effect  the 
late  resolve  of  Congress  has  had  in  this  city ;  no  doubt  it 
will  have  the  same  in  some  other  places.  By  next  post  will 
endeavour  to  send  you  the  forms  you  mention ;  at  present 
can  only  send  you  one. 

Yours,  sincerely,  William  Whipple. 


WILLIAM    WHIPPLE    TO   JOHN    LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  May  28,  1776. 

My  deak  Sir:  Your  two  favours,  of  11th  and  12th  cur- 
rent, came  duly  to  hand.  I  rejoice  to  find  your  ship  the 
most  forward  of  any  except  those  at  Providence ;  but  I  very 
much  fear  you  will  still  wait  for  guns  if  they  are  not  to  be 
had  at  Providence,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  last.  I  have  still 
kept  off  the  appointment  of  an  agent,  in  hopes  of  fixing  the 
appointment  to  your  mind.  I  have  nominated  the  Captain, 
who  is  unanimously  accepted  by  the  Committee,  but  the 
sanction  of  Congress  is  still  wanting,  which  I  think  there  is 
no  doubt  of.  The  attention  of  Congress  has  been  taken  up 
for  some  days  in  conference  with  General  Washington,  as 
to  the  plan  of  operations  for  this  campaign ;  so  soon  as  that 
is  finished,  and  the  conference  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Six 
Natioris,  who  are  now  here,  naval  matters  will  be  attended 
to ;  but  I  shall  be  glad  of  an  answer  to  one  of  my  letters 
wherein  I  wrote  freely  of  those  you  proposed  for  officers, 
before  I  nominate  them. 

You  are  much  mistaken  if  you  supposed  I  meant  to  call 
in  question  your  patriotism.  My  only  design  was  to  point 
out  to  you  what  might  be  the  opinion  of  envy.  I  wrote 
from  the  sincerity  of  my  heart,  with  the  freedom  of  friend- . 
ship ;  relying  on  your  confidence  and  candor,  shall  say  no 
more  on  the  subject. 

I  observe  there  is  a  number  of  sand  bags  on  board  the 
prize  carried  into  Boston.  Will  they  not  make  hammocks  ? 
Bread  and  salt  provisions  will  be  furnished  from  Boston.  I 
intended  to  have  written  several  letters  to  my  friends,  but,  as 
the  post  goes  out  earlier  than  usual  this  morning,  have  not 
time,  and  am  obliged  to  conclude  this  in  a  hurry. 

Yours,  &c.  William  Whipple. 


esteem  of  the  whole  continent  for  their  forwardness  and  great 
exertions  in  the  glorious  contest  in  which  we  are  now  en- 
gaged, should  be  lessened  by  the  delays  of  the  regiment 
ordered  last  winter  into  Canada.  Our  misfortunes  in  that 
country  are  owing  to  the  tardiness  of  that  and  two  other  A'cu-- 
Enghnd  regiments.  If  that  regiment  had  marched  at  the 
time  we  expected,  and  frequently  asserted,  the  evil  mifht 
have  been  averted.  We  hope,  for  the  honour  of  the  Colony, 
there  will  be  a  strict  inquiry  made,  and  the  causes  of  the 
delay  fully  investigated,  that  the  officers,  if  they  are  faulty, 
may  be  brought  to  justice. 

The  Convention  of  Virginia  have  instructed  their  Dele- 
gates to  use  their  endeavour  that  Congress  should  declare 
the  Colonies  a  free  and  independent  state  ;  North-  Carolina 
has  signified  the  same  desire;  South- Carolina  and  Georgia 
will  readily  accede ;  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  know  the  opi- 
nion of  our  Colony  on  this  subject.  It  is  probable  the 
Proprietary  Governments  will  be  the  last  to  agree  to  this 
necessary  step.  The  disaffected  in  them  are  now  exerting 
themselves,  but  their  exertions  are  no  more  than  the  last 
struggles  of  expiring  faction.  We  hope  in  a  few  months  civil 
Governments  will  be  established  in  all  the  United  Colonies 
on  a  firm  and  permanent  basis. 

I  am,  Stc,  William  Whipple. 


WILLIAM  WHIPPLE   TO   MESHECH  WEAKE. 

Philadelphia,  May  28,  1776. 

Sir:  We  have  obtained  an  order  for  ten  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  raising  and  ad- 
vancing a  month's  pay  to  the  regiment  to  be  stationed  at 
Portsmouth,  which  we  are  only  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to 
send  forward.  Salt  provisions  and  flour  may  be  supplied 
from  Boston,  where  a  much  larger  quantity  was  left  by  the 
Commissary-General  than  will  be  wanted  by  the  troops  sta- 
tioned there. 

We  are  extremely  sorry  that  the  Colony  we  have  the 
honour  to  represent,  which  has  had  so  high  a  place  in  the 


WILLIAM  WHIPPLE   TO   JOHN    LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  June  2,  1776. 

My  dear  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  20th  ultimo  came  to 
hand  yesterday.  I  think  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  former 
letter  that  I  supposed  there  would  be  a  considerable  altera- 
tion in  the  wages  of  the  officers  in  the  naval  service :  the 
principal  officers  higher,  and  the  warrant  and  petty  officers 
considerably  lower.  As  there  is  the  greatest  probability  that 
these  alterations  will  take  place,  you  no  doubt  will  be  care- 
ful of  the  encouragement  you  give  those  you  engage.  I  told 
you  in  my  last  that  Congress  was  engaged  in  a  conference 
with  the  General  on  the  necessary  operations  for  the  present 
campaign.  This  business  is  not  yet  finished,  nor  do  I  think 
will  be  this  week,  and  Congress  have  determined  to  do  no 
other  business  till  that  is  completed.  So  soon  as  that  is  done 
naval  matters  will  be  attended  to.  I  wish  you  had  talked 
with  some  of  those  gentlemen  you  proposed  for  officers.  My 
objection  still  remains  to  him  you  mentioned  for  First  Lieu- 
tenant. It  is  merely  on  account  of  his  unsteadiness  that  I 
object  to  him,  and  that  must  remain  until  his  nature  is 
changed  ;  however,  if  you  are  fond  of  having  him  appointed, 
I  will  give  up  my  opinion.  R.  Parker  I  have  a  very  good 
opinion  of,  and  should  be  very  fond  of  serving  him,  but  am 
something  doubtful  whether  he  would  make  a  good  subordi- 
nate officer,  even  if  he  would  accept.  I  have  a  high  opinion 
of  Shores,  Wheelwright,  and  Folkt,  as  resolute  and  enter- 
prising men.  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  talk  with  them,  or 
such  as  you  think  will  best  answer  the  purpose.  There  will 
be  time  enough  for  you  to  answer  this  before  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  fill  up  the  commissions,  as  there  are  no  guns  yet,  and 
I  fear  they  are  still  to  be  made.  For  my  part,  I  have  no 
views  whatever  in  these  appointments  but  the  publick  good. 
If  there  should  be  any  worthy  men  who  would  be  willing  to 
enter  into  the  service  that  cannot  be  provided  for  in  this  ship, 
I  will  do  my  endeavour  to  get  such  places  for  them  as  will 
be  most  agreeable  in  some  other,  and  no  doubt  some  may 
be  provided  for  in  this  way.  Have  not  yet  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  send  the  money,  but  have  a  prospect  of  one  in  a 
few  days. 

Here  is  a  report  that  Colonel  Bedel,  who  was  posted  at 
a  place  called  the  Cedars,  some  distance  above  Montreal,  is 
cut  off  by  a  party  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  and  Indians  that 
came  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  also  Major  Sherburne,  who 
endeavoured  to  support  him.  This  story  comes  in  so  loose 
a  way,  and  at  the  same  time  so  different  from  the  accounts 
we  have  just  before  received  from  Canada,  that  1  do  not 
credit  it ;  however,  it  may  be  true.  We  must  expect  to 
meet  with  some  hard  rubs. 

A  brig  in  the  service  of  the  continent  arrived  a  few  days 
since  with  some  powder  and  arms.  Several  French  vessels 
have  also  arrived  here  lately,  with  sugar,  molasses,  coffee, 
&,c.  The  agent  is  not  yet  appointed.  I  still  intend  to  in- 
sist on  my  first  proposal.  My  regards  to  your  friends,  and 
accept  the  best  wbhes  of  your  assured  friend, 

William  Whipple. 
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JOSIAH    BARTLETT  TO  JOHN    LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  June  3,  1776. 

My  dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  21st  ultimo  is  come  to  hand. 
I  hope  you  have  had  good  luck  in  launching  tlie  ship. 

The  circumstances  of  affairs  in  Canada,  and  the  certainty 
of  a  large  body  o{  Hessians,  &tc.,  being  hired  and  designed 
soon  to  attack  the  United  Colonies,  have  so  engrossed  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  be  prepared  for  them,  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  get  them  to  attend  to  smaller  matters.  The  affair 
of  the  agency  lies  dormant.  Captain  Thompson  is  nomi- 
nated by  the  Marine  Committee  for  the  command  of  your 
ship,  but  not  yet  confirmed  by  Congress.  The  Generals 
Washington,  Gates,  and  Mijflin,  are  here,  to  consult  on  the 
operations  of  the  war  for  this  year.  Congress  have  resolved 
that  eight  regiments  of  Militia,  to  consist  of  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  men  each,  be  forthwith  raised  and  sent  into  Canada, 
till  the  1st  o(  December,  one  to  be  raised  in  the  western  part  of 
New-Hampshire,  four  in  Massachusetts,  two  in  Connecticut, 
and  one  in  Neiv-York.  I  expect  twenty-five  thousand  men 
more  will  be  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  same  time  for  the 
defence  of  the  sea-coasts  from  New-Hampshire  to  Maryland, 
inclusive.  In  short,  sir,  this  will  be  the  trying  year,  and,  if 
possible,  they  must  be  hindered  from  getting  any  foothold 
this  season.  If  that  can  be  done,  I  think  the  day  will  be  our 
own,  and  we  be  forever  delivered  from  British  tyranny. 

Yesterday  one  of  the  Continental  vessels  that  were  sent 
out  for  necessaries  arrived  here.  She  brought  seventy-four 
hundred  pounds  of  powder,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-nine 
arms,  being  all  she  could  procure ;  the  rest  of  her  cargo,  can- 
vass, &c.,  Stc.  She  had  like  to  have  been  taken  by  the  Liver- 
pool in  this  bay ;  but  two  of  the  small  Continental  vessels  took 
her  and  a  French  schooner  under  their  protection,  and  the 
Liverpool  did  not  think  proper  to  engage  them.  Several 
French  vessels  from  the  West-Indies  have  arrived  here  with 
molasses,  coffee,  linen,  he.  One  of  them  was  taken  by  a 
man-of-war,  who  examined  all  the  cargo,  and,  finding  no 
arms  or  military  stores,  and  not  being  willing  to  affront  the 
French,  ordered  her  forthwith  to  proceed  for  France,  (where 
she  pretended  to  be  bound,)  having  previously  taken  out  the 
American  master  and  put  him  on  board  the  man-of-war. 
At  night  she  shifted  her  course,  and  came  in  here. 

I  shall  enclose  a  paper  containing  the  Virginia  and  North- 
Carolina  resolves  concerning  independence.  This  Province, 
New-Jersey,  and  the  Delaware  Counties,  will  soon  take  up 
Government  entirely  under  the  people.  New-  York  and  Ma- 
ryland, it  is  thought,  will  soon  follow.  The  constitution  of 
Government  that  South- Carolina  has  formed  for  themselves 
you  have  no  doubt  seen.  Virginia,  North- Carolina,  and 
Georgia  were  forming  theirs  when  the  last  accounts  left 
them. 

By  a  St.  Kitts  newspaper,  this  moment  received,  there 
is  the  Address  of  the  City  of  London  to  the  King  on  Ame- 
rican affairs,  presented  to  him  the  22d  of  March ;  and  by  his 
answer  we  see  he  will  have  absolute  submission  or  nothing. 
You  will  soon  see  it  in  the  publick  prints. 

I  am,  sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 

JosiAU  Bartlett. 


<  WILLIAM    WHIPPLE    TO    JOHN    LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  June  5,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  This  goes  b)^  express  early  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. It  is  determined  in  Committee  this  evening  to  urge 
the  appointment  of  the  Captain  for  your  ship  to-morrow ; 
there  is  no  doubt  but  what  Thompson  will  be  the  man  ;  if 
you  and  he  will  talk  with  such  persons  as  you  think  proper 
for  Lieutenant  and  Marine  officers,  and  let  me  know  who 
will  accept,  I  will  have  them  commissioned.  It  is  idle  to 
have  the  commissions  filled  up  before  we  know  whether 
they  will  be  accepted  or  not.  You  may  engage  the  master 
and  all  warrant  and  petty  officers  that  you  think  necessary 
as  soon  as  you  please.  I  know  of  no  objection  to  the  men 
being  shipped,  only  the  uncertainty  when  the  guns  will  be 
ready.  Just  received  advice  that  two  small  privateers  be- 
longing to  this  place  have  taken  three  Jamaicamen  with  very 
valuable  cargoes — twenty-four  thousand  dollars  in  specie; 
the  money  has  arrived  at  Egg-Harbour,  but  the  ships  are 
sent  to  the  eastward.  I  fear  they  will  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  Now  is  the  time  to  pick  up  homeward-bound 
West-Indiamen.  It  is  now  twelve  o'clock — high  bed  time. 
Good  night.     I  am,  &tc.,  William  Whipple. 


WILLIAM   WHIPPLE   TO   JOHN   LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  June  10,  1776. 

My  DEAR  Sir  :  Your  favour  of  the  27th  May  came  duly 
to  hand.  I  heartily  condole  with  you 'the  loss  of  the  brave 
Mugford;  however,  we  must  submit  to  the  Divine  will,  and 
rest  assured  that  whatever  is  ordered  by  Providence  is  right. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  tell  you  that  Captain  Thompson's 
appointment  is  confirmed  by  Congress  ;  his  commission  will 
be  sent  him  very  soon.  As  he  is  appointed,  he  may,  with 
propriety,  join  with  you  in  conferring  with  proper  persons 
for  Lieutenants  and  Marine  officers,  which  I  hope  you  will 
do,  and  let  me  know  who  will  accept  those  commissions. 
I  have  some  time  ago  given  you  my  opinion  of  those  you 
have  mentioned.  You  may  engage  the  master  and  other 
officei-s  whenever  you  think  it  necessary.  As  1  have  before 
told  you,  it  is  very  uncertain  when  you  will  have  the  guns, 
unless  you  can  get  them  at  Providence.  I  shall  send  you 
the  blank  warrants  so  soon  as  I  can  get  them,  but  I  imagine 
the  old  forms  will  undergo  a  revisal.  Congress  never  were 
so  much  engaged  as  at  this  time ;  business  presses  on  them 
exceedingly.  We  do  not  rise  sometimes  till  six  or  seven 
o'clock.  There  are  so  many  irons  in  the  fire,  1  fear  some  of 
them  will  burn. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  success  you  have  had  in  building 
and  launching  the  Raleigh.  I  proposed  her  being  called 
the  New-Hampshire,  but  could  not  obtain  my  wish ;  how- 
ever, I  think  this  name  will  do  very  well — the  name  of  every 
martyr  to  liberty  ought  to  be  perpetuated  ;  and  then  this 
name  is  in  some  measure  a  compliment  to  Virginia,  who, 
you  know,  is  entitled  to  compliments  from  New-England. 
I  have  done  everything  in  my  power  to  forward  the  busi- 
ness of  this  ship,  but  1  need  not  tell  you  how  heavily  busi- 
ness goes  on  here. 

The  matter  of  agency  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
urge  with  a  prospect  of  success ;  it  therefore  remains  as  it 
did,  but  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  there  will  be  a  fair 
opportunity  ;  I  shall  still  persist  in  my  first  proposal.  The 
uncertainty  of  guns  is  the  only  reason  you  have  not  orders 
to  ship  men ;  but  as  the  Committee  meet  this  evening,  I 
will  endeavour  once  more  to  know  their  minds  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

We  have  dismal  accounts  from  Canada — five  hundred 
men  taken  by  the  enemy,  who  consisted  of  about  forty  regu- 
lars, two  hundred  and  fifty  Canadians,  and  four  hundred 
Indians.  How  so  large  a  number  as  five  hundred  could  be 
taken  by  about  seven  hundred  is  very  unaccountable ;  but  so 
it  is,  though  we  have  no  particular  accounts  how  it  happened. 
When  the  last  express  came  off  General  Arnold  was  near 
the  enemy,  with  about  one  thousand  men.  Some  messages 
had  passed  between  him  and  a  Captain  Forster,  who  com- 
manded the  party.  Arnold  was  threatened  if  he  attacked 
them  they  would  murder  all  the  prisoners.  I  am  fearful 
his  humanity  got  the  better  of  his  judgment.  I  hope  I  shall 
be  able  to  give  you  a  more  particular  account  of  this  affair 
before  I  close  this. 

One  of  the  Jamaica  ships  taken  by  the  privateers  from 
this  place  has  arrived  here ;  the  other  two  have  not  yet  been 
heard  of.  The  money  (viz :  twenty  thousand  dollars)  is 
also  in  this  city.  Congress  did  not  rise  till  seven  o'clock, 
which  prevented  the  Committee  from  meeting  last  evening. 
No  accounts  from  Canada  since  the  above.  You  say  you 
want  to  be  here  for  a  short  time.  I  hope  you  will  let  me 
know  about  two  or  three  weeks  before  you  set  out,  that  I 
may  meet  you  half  way.  I  hope  my  next  will  give  some 
accounts  more  pleasing  than  is  in  my  power  at  this  time. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours,  ^^^^^^  Whipple. 

I  write  to  Colonel  Weare  by  this  post.  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  if  you  will  press  an  immediate  answer.  Colonel 
Bartlett  sends  you  newspapei-s.  I  iiave  had  your  carriage 
cleaned ;  it  was  in  a  dirty  pickle ;  when  I  can  spare  time 
shall  exercise  it  a  little.  Hope  I  shall  have  it  in  my  power 
to  give  you  some  agreeable  tidings  in  two  or  three  weeks. 

W.  W. 


JOSIAH  BARTLETT  TO  JOHN  LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  June  10,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  27th  ultimo  has  come  to  hand, 
and  am  glad  to  hear  you  have  had  so  good  luck  in  building 
and  launching  the  ship ;  I  hope  she  will  prove  as  good  a 
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ship  as  any  of  her  bigness  in  tlie  British  Navy.  Captain 
Thompson  is  appointed  to  tlie  command  of  her ;  the  other 
officers  are  not  yet  appointed.  I  hope  the  Captain  will  set 
about  raising  the  men,  and  that  she  will  be  fitted  for  sea  as 
soon  as  possible. 

I  think  with  you,  that  the  brave  Captain  Mugford  and 
the  men  on  board  the  privateers  at  Boston  fought  gallantly, 
and  did  honour  to  the  country ;  but  what  shall  we  think  of 
five  hundred  of  our  men  in  Canada  surrendering  themselves 
prisoners  to  about  the  same  number  of  the  enemy  ?  The 
accounts  are  very  vague  ;  but  thus  much  I  believe  is  certain, 
that  almost  the  whole  of  Colonel  Bedel's  Regiment,  and 
one  hundred  men  with  Major  iihcrburne,  of  Rhode-Island, 
are  prisoners  to  the  enemy  ;  and,  what  at  present  appears 
surprising,  surrendered  without  much  resistance,  when  so 
large  an  army  of  our  men  were  so  near  to  assist  them. 

It  seems  as  if  our  men  in  Canada  were  struck  with  a 
panick.  What  else  could  be  the  reason  of  their  running  away 
from  (^uebeck,  and  leaving  their  cannon  and  sick  and  every 
thing  behind,  without  firing  one  musket  ?  In  short,  I  could 
never  have  believed  that  our  men  would  be  guilty  of  such 
conduct ;  however,  I  hope  and  believe  that  when  our  Army 
comes  to  get  settled,  and  the  officers  and  men  reflect  on  what 
has  passed,  they  will  act  with  more  spirit,  and  retrieve  their 
credit.  The  small-pox  among  them  is  very  frequent  and 
very  discouraging,  for  which  we  must  make  proper  allow- 
ance ;  but  the  conduct  of  the  hardy  sons  of  New- Hampshire 
is  truly  mysterious. 

You  have,  no  doubt,  heard  of  the  two  privateers  from 
this  place  taking  three  large  Jamaica  ships  very  richly  loaded. 
One  of  them  is  arrived  here ;  the  other  two  are  said  to  be 
gone  for  New-England.  The  cash  (amounting  to  twenty- 
two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars)  and  the  plate  (weighing 
one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  as  near  as  I  remember)  were 
taken  on  board  the  privateers,  and  are  safe  arrived  here.  The 
Liverpool  man-of-war  lies  at  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  and 
has  taken  two  or  three  vessels  lately — one  with  dry-goods. 
I  want  much  to  have  our  ships  fitted,  to  drive  her  off  or 
take  her. 

I  shall  enclose  you  a  paper  containing  the  Bill  of  Rights 
drawn  up  by  Virginia.  You  have  seen  the  Virginia  re- 
solves concerning  Independence ;  I  wish  our  Colony  would 
give  us  instructions  on  that  head,  for,  whatever  may  be  our 
private  opinions,  instructions  from  the  Colony,  either  re- 
quiring, or  only  authorizing  us  to  vote  in  favour  of  it,  if  we 
should  think  it  for  the  best,  would  carry  great  weight  with  it. 
The  Congress  has  been  so  taken  up  with  very  important 
business,  that  the  affair  of  agency  has  not  been  mentioned 
since  my  arrival.  When  it  does,  shall  not  be  wanting  in 
seconding  Colonel  Whipple. 

By  one  of  the  enclosed  papers,  you  will  see  that  the  As- 
sembly of  this  Province  have  given  new  instructions  to  their 
Delegates. 

II  th. — By  a  letter  just  received  from  Canada,  it  appears 
that  our  men  had  neither  provisions  nor  ammunition,  and 
that  was  the  cause  of  their  surrendering. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant,  and,  what  is  more, 

your  sincere  friend,  t  r> 

■'  '  JosiAH  Bartlett. 


WILLIAM   WHIPPLE   TO   JOHN   LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  June  17,  1776. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir  :  The  money  mentioned  in  a  former  letter 
is  gone  forward  to  Boston.  Mr.  Hancock  has  desired  Mr 
Cashing  to  send  it  to  New-Hampshire ;  it  is  in  a  box  direct- 
ed to  Colonel  Weare.  I  am  glad  you  intend  for  Providence, 
and  heartily  wish  you  may  succeed  in  getting  the  guns  there ; 
if  not,  I  do  not  know  when  you  will  have  them,  but  fear  it 
will  be  a  long  time ;  for  though  two  furnaces  in  this  Province 
are  employed  making  guns  for  the  ships,  there  are  no  more 
than  two  twelve-pounders  yet  brought  to  town,  and  but  very 
few  of  the  other  sizes  ;  and  if  they  were  here,  I  think  there 
will  be  great  difficulty  in  getting  them  to  you, 

I  some  time  ago  mentioned  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Secret 
Committee  what  you  propose  respecting  powder,  and  am 
in  no  doubt  but  you  will  be  supplied  in  season  with  that 
article ;  in  short,  I  am  not  concerned  about  anything  but 
guns  and  men.  The  Committee  decline  giving  orders  for 
shipping  men,  while  the  prospect  of  getting  guns  is  at  such 
a  distance. 

I  find  there  is  no  possibility  of  getting  you  appointed 


agent  while  you  have  a  seat  in  Congress ;  and  if  you  arc 
not  appointed,  I  am  apprehensive  the  present  acting  agent 
will  be  confirmed.  1  have  already  told  many  of  the  mem- 
bers that  you  intended  to  resign  your  seat  here.  It  is  Colo- 
nel Bartlett' s  opinion  that  you  should  come  here ;  I  do  not 
know  but  it  would  be  right  for  you  to  come.  I  should  be 
exceeding  glad  to  be  at  home  for  a  few  months.  If  this 
plan  is  agreeable  to  you,  I  shall  like  to  set  out  about  the 
middle  of  Jidy;  but  as  there  will  be  time  enough  for  you  to 
answer  this  before  I  shall  set  out,  shall  let  it  rest  entirely  on 
your  determination.  If  you  determine  to  resign,  shall  have 
you  appointed  as  soon  as  I  know  of  your  resignation.  I 
must  confess  I  am  loath  you  should  give  up  your  seat ;  but  if 
it  is  your  choice  I  hope  you  will  see  that  a  proper  person 
is  appointed  to  supply  your  place.  At  all  events  it  is  proba- 
ble I  shall  set  out  some  time  in  July,  and  if  I  can  get  a  com- 
panion shall  take  your  carriage.  In  that  case,  should  be  glad 
to  know  if  you  will  have  your  trunk  brought  home.  I  mean 
to  take  your  carriage  unless  you  direct  otherwise.  You 
mention  in  some  of  your  letters  the  appointment  of  two 
agents ;  tliat  I  think  would  be  unnecessary  and  improper, 
as  one  man  could  certainly  do  all  the  business.  1  hope 
your  answer  will  be  very  explicit  about  your  coming  or  re- 
signing. 

This  day  fortnight  I  expect  the  grand  question  will  be 
determined  in  Congress,  that  being  the  day  assigned  to  re- 
ceive the  report  of  a  Committee  who  are  preparing  the 
Declaration.  There  is  as  great  a  change  here  since  my  arri- 
val, as  there  was  in  New-Hampshire  between  the  time  that 
the  powder  was  taken  from  the  fort  and  the  battle  of  Bunker- 
Hill. 

New-Jersey  has  called  a  new  Convention,  who  are  now 
sitting.  They  have  forbidden  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly 
who  were  called  by  the  Govemour's  proclamation,  and  I 
hope  my  next  will  advise  you  of  that  Govemour's  being 
seized,  which  I  think  ought  to  have  been  done  many  months 
ago.  Affaire  go  on  here  bravely,  as  you  will  see  by  the 
papers. 

I  wrote  some  time  ago  that  blank  wairants  would  be  sent 
to  you ;  but  it  seems  the  Committee  have  changed  their 
minds,  and  now  say  the  names  must  be  sent  here. 

I  am,  Sic,  William  Whipple.    - 


WILLIAM   WHIPPLE    TO   JOHN   LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  June  14,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  This  accompanies  the  ten  thousand  dollars 
for  the  Naval  service,  mentioned  in  a  former  letter.  I  have 
put  it  in  a  box  with  some  other  money  directed  to  Colonel 
Weare,  and  wish  it  safe  to  hand.  Am  sorry  it  was  not  in 
my  power  to  send  it  sooner,  but  hope  the  service  will  not 
suffer. 

We  have  no  news  here  except  from  Canada,  which  I  sup- 
pose has  reached  you  ere  now.  The  Commissioners  are 
returned  from  that  country.  It  is  expected  that  General 
Thomas  is  dead  ere  this ;  if  so,  the  command  devolves  on 
Sullivan;  but  there  will  be  another  General  Officer  sent  there ; 
believe  Gates  will  be  the  man. 

In  haste,  yours,  William  Whipple. 


JOSIAH  bartlett  to  JOHN  LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  June  17,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  favour  of  the  ...  .  instant  is  come  to 
hand,  and  am  sorry  the  news  you  mention  from  Quebeck 
is  not  true.  Things  have  taken  an  extraordinary  turn  in 
that  country.  The  behaviour  of  Colonel  Bedel  and  Major 
Butterfield  is  very  extraordinary.  No  doubt  you  w  ill  hear 
the  particulars  before  this  reaches  you.  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr. 
Chase,  and  Mr.  Carroll,  are  returned  from  Canada.  Their 
account  of  the  behaviour  of  our  New-England  officers  and 
soldiei-s  touches  me  to  the  quick.  By  their  account,  never 
men  behaved  so  badly;  some  regiments  not  having  more 
than  one  hundred  men,  when  it  was  expected  there  were  six 
times  that  number;  stealing  and  plundering  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, military  stores,  &c.,  and  taking  the  batteaus  and  run- 
ning off.  One  man,  it  is  said,  stole  six  guns,  and,  to  conceal 
them,  broke  the  stocks  to  pieces,  cut  up  a  tent  to  make  a 
knapsack  to  carry  off  the  barrels,  locks,  &.C.;  and  all  is  said 
to  be  owing  to  the  officers.  Unless  our  men  behave  better, 
we  shall  lose  all  our  former  credit,  and  be  despised  by  the 
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whole  continent.  This  is  the  account  here.  I  pray  God 
it  may  not  be  so  bad  as  is  represented. 

The  greatest  care  must  be  taken  to  have  good  officers. 
The  fate  of  America  depends  on  it.  However,  I  make  no 
doubt,  as  soon  as  the  present  commanders  have  time,  tliey 
will  get  things  in  a  better  regulation,  and  that  some  examples 
will  be  made  to  deter  others  from  such  conduct.  Poor  Ge- 
neral Thomas  is  dead,  and  General  Sullivan  now  commands 
in  Canada.  I  expect  soon  General  Gates  will  be  ordered 
there. 

As  to  Marine  affairs,  brother  Whipple  will  write  you.  A 
Board  of  War  is  now  appointed,  consisting  of  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  Sherman,  Colonel  Harrison,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  E.  Rut- 
ledge.  I  have  taken  every  opportunity  to  mention  to  the 
members  the  affair  of  the  agency,  and  am  surprised  to  find 
all  of  them  agreeing  that  no  member  of  Congress  ought  to 
be  appointed  to  any  post  of  profit  under  the  Congress;  so 
that  as  you  are  a  member,  I  am  sure  it  will  not  go  down, 
and  I  am  by  no  means  willing  you  should  resign  your  seat 
here.  As  the  affair  of  the  ship  will  soon  be  finished,  and 
Colonel  Whipple  will  be  for  returning  to  his  family,  my 
opinion  is  that  it  will  be  best  for  you  to  come  here  as  soon  as 
you  and  Colonel  Whipple  can  agree  on  it ;  and  that  the 
affair  of  the  agency  be,  in  the  mean  time,  left  open.  When 
you  are  here,  you  will  be  better  able  to  determine  on  several 
affairs. 

The  affair  of  a  Confederation  of  the  Colonies  is  now 
unanimously  agreed  on  by  all  the  members  of  all  the  Colo- 
nies. A  Committee  of  one  from  each  Colony  are  to  draw 
up  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  or  a  Continental  Constitu- 
tion, which,  when  agreed  on  by  the  Congress,  will  be  sent 
to  be  confirmed  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  Colonies. 
As  it  is  a  very  important  business,  and  some  difficulties  have 
arisen,  I  fear  it  will  take  some  time  before  it  will  be  finally 
settled. 

The  affair  of  voting,  whether  by  Colonies  as  at  present, 
or  otherwise,  is  not  decided,  and  causes  some  warm  dis- 
putes. The  appointments  of  the  officers  of  Militia  to  be 
sent  to  Canada  is  with  our  Legislature,  and  also  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  Field  Officers  for  the  regiment  stationed  in  our 
Colony,  so  that,  unless  any  objection  is  made,  their  nomina- 
tion will  be  confirmed.  I  hope  the  greatest  care  will  be 
taken  in  the  appointment  to  get  bold,  resolute,  intrepid,  and 
experienced  persons. 

The  affair  of  taking  the  sugar  ships  has  so  animated  the 
people  here  that  they  are  now  fitting  out  five  or  six  priva- 
teers more  here. 

I  should  take  great  pleasure  in  recommending  some  active 
berth  for  you  ;  but  while  you  continue  a  member  of  Congress 
it  will  not  take  effect.  If  you  are  absolutely  determined  to 
resign,  and  should  do  it,  I  make  no  doubt  some  place  agree- 
able to  you  might  be  found ;  and  in  that  case  you  must  see 
that  another  is  appointed  in  your  stead,  to  come  here  in 
about  a  month,  to  supply  Colonel  Whipple's  place,  who  is 
determined  then  to  return.  But  it  is  my  opinion  you  had 
better  come  here  yourself,  at  least  once  more.  It  is  neces- 
sary, however,  we  should  know  your  absolute  determination 
as  soon  as  possible.     I  am,  sir,  your  real  friend, 

JOSIAH   BaRTLETT. 


MESHECH  VITEARE  TO  THE  NEW-HAMPSHIRE   DELEGATES   IN 
CONGRESS. 

Exeter,  June  18,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  resolve  of  our  Ge- 
neral Assembly,  showing  their  sentiments  relative  to  a  de- 
claration of  the  Colonics  for  throwing  off  their  dependance 
on  Great  Britain — a  measure  the  British  Administration 
have  long  and  very  unjustly  charged  the  Americans  with 
having  in  view,  but  now  we  conceive  are  driven  thereto  by 
them,  as  the  last  probable  resource  to  get  rid  of  their  un- 
paralleled tyranny  and  oppression. 

Resolves  for  raising  a  Continental  battalion,  (intended,  as 
we  suppose,  to  be  stationed  here,)  and  for  sending  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  of  our  Militia  into  Canada,  to  reinforce 
the  Army  there,  have  been  received,  and  are  now  under 
consideration  of  the  General  Assembly,  who  are  taking  such 
spirited  measures  thereon  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  re- 
quires, especially  those  for  Canada. 

The  business  of  the  season,  and  great  numbers  already  in 
the  service,  will  make  it  difficult  to  raise  the  men ;  but  every 


stimulus  to  encourage  iftlisting  that  can  be  thought  of  will 
be  used. 

In  behalf  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  1  am,  with  true 
regard,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Meshech  Weare,  President. 
To  Josiah  Bartlett  and  William  Whipple,  Esqs. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  prepare  a 
draft  declaring  the  sentiments  and  opinion  of  the  Council 
and  Assembly  of  this  Colony  relative  to  the  United 
Colonies  setting  up  an  independent  State,  beg  leave  to 
report  the  following : 

Whereas  it  now  appears  an  undoubted  fact  that,  notwith- 
standing all  the  dutiful  petitions  and  decent  remonstrances 
from  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  utmost  exertions  of 
their  best  friends  in  England  on  their  behalf,  the  British 
Ministry,  arbitrary  and  vindictive,  are  yet  determined  to 
reduce  by  fire  and  sword  our  bleeding  country  to  their 
absolute  obedience ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  in  addition  to  their 
own  forces,  have  engaged  great  numbers  of  foreign  merce- 
naries, who  may  now  be  on  their  passage  here,  accompanied 
by  a  formidable  fleet,  to  ravage  and  plunder  the  sea-coast ; 
from  all  which  we  may  expect  the  most  dismal  scenes  of 
distress  the  ensuing  year,  unless  we  exert  ourselves  by  every 
means  and  precaution  possible:  And  whereas  we  of  this 
Colony  of  New-Hampshire  have  the  example  of  several  of 
the  most  respectable  of  our  sister  Colonies  before  us  for  en- 
tering upon  that  most  important  step,  of  a  disunion  from 
Great  Britain,  and  declaring  ourselves  free  and  independent 
of  the  Crown  thereof,  being  impelled  thereto  by  the  most 
violent  and  injurious  treatment ;  and  it  appearing  absolutely 
necessary  in  this  most  critical  juncture  of  our  publick  affairs 
that  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  who  have 
this  important  object  under  their  immediate  consideration, 
should  be  also  informed  of  our  resolutions  thereon  without 
loss  of  time : 

We  do  hereby  declare,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Assem- 
bly our  Delegates  at  the  Continental  Congress  should  be 
instructed,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed,  to  join  with  the 
other  Colonies  in  declaring  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  a 
free  and  independent  State,  solemnly  pledging  our  faith  and 
honour  that  we  will,  on  our  parts,  support  the  measure  with 
our  lives  and  fortunes ;  and  that,  in  consequence  thereof, 
they,  the  Continental  Congress,  on  whose  wisdom,  fidelity, 
and  integrity,  we  firmly  rely,  may  enter  into  and  form  such 
alliances  with  foreign  States  for  aid  and  assistance  as  they 
may  judge  most  conducive  to  the  present  safety  and  future 
advantage  oi l\\es&  American  Colonies:  Provided  the  regu- 
lation of  our  internal  police  be  under  the  direction  of  our 
own  Assembly. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  15, 1776. — 
The  foregoing  Report  of  the  Committee  of  both  Houses, 
being  read  and  considered,  Unanimously  Voted,  That  the 
same  be  received  and  accepted,  and  that  the  draft  by  them 
brought  in  be  sent  to  our  Delegates  at  the  Continental  Con- 
gress forthwith,  as  the  sense  of  this  House. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence :  P.  White,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  eodem  die. — Read,  and  concurred  unani- 
mously. E.  Thompson,  Secretary. 

A  copy,  examined  by  E.  Thompson,  Secretary. 


WILLIAM   WHIPPLE   TO   JOHN   LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  June  22,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  desire  in  your  favour  of  the 
1st  instant,  I  have  applied  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Secret 
Committee  to  know  if  you  should  pay  for  the  brig  that  was 
taken ;  in  answer  to  which  he  says  the  charter  party,  ac- 
counts. Sic,  must  be  laid  before  the  Committee  ere  they  can 
order  the  payment. 

By  continual  applications  and  importunities,  I  have  at  last 
prevailed  on  the  Marine  Committee  to  consent  to  your  ship- 
ping men :  you  accordingly  have  authority  from  them  to  enter 
seamen  on  board  the  Raleigh,  and  get  her  manned  as  soon 
as  you  can.  I  shall  send  you  next  post  a  copy  of  the  order 
from  their  Minutes  ;  also  an  order  for  the  provisions.  I  ex- 
pected to  have  sent  you  blank  warrants  for  the  officers  ;  but 
the  Committee  have  changed  their  minds  about  that  matter. 
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alleging  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the  names  entered  in 
the  oflfice;  therefore  the  sooner  you  engage  them  and  send 
their  names  here,  the  sooner  the  warrants  will  be  filled  up 
and  sent  you.  I  am  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  Com- 
mittee to  order  the  guns  at  Frovidence  for  your  ship,  as  she 
is  much  more  forward  than  any,  but  am  not  certain  of  suc- 
cess. If  I  do  not  succeed  in  this  plan,  shall  endeavour  to 
get  the  first  that  are  made  here ;  but  how  to  get  them  from 
this  place  to  you  is  a  difficulty  that  I  do  not  know  at  pre- 
sent how  to  surmount ;  however,  shall  continue  to  do  every- 
thing in  my  power  that  you  may  be  furnished  with  guns, 
the  want  of  which  I  am  fully  sensible  will  be  the  sole  cause 
of  the  detention  of  the  ship. 

You  say  you  find  the  Committee  at  Providence  have  liber- 
ty to  appoint  Lieutenants,  Sic.  I  do  not  know  from  whence 
they  got  tiieir  liberty, — I  am  sure  it  was  not  from  the  Ma- 
rine Committee,  nor  from  anybody  deriving  authority  from 
Congress.  1  can  (urther  say,  and  with  the  utmost  certainty, 
that  there  is  not  One  officer  appointed  for  either  of  those 
ships,  except  the  Captains. 

The  Government  oi Philadelphia  are  all  afloat,  but  they 
are  in  a  fair  way  to  get  things  all  right.  The  post  is  just 
going  off,  so  cannot  add,  save  that  I  am,  with  respect, 

yo"*^'  William  Whipple. 


q,l)EEN's    COUNTY   COMMITTEE    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

In  Committee,  Flushing,  Queen's  County,  1 
June  22, 1776.      5 

Sir  :  The  under-mentioned  is  a  true  copy  from  the  Mi- 
nutes taken  on  the  20th  of  May  last  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Flushing,  held  at  the 
house  of  James  Bowling,  in  Flushing,  this  20th  day  of  May, 
1776,  was  unanimously  chosen  Nathaniel  Tom,  Captain, 
and  Jeffery  Hicks,  Second  Lieutenant,  to  serve  as  officers 
in  the  Militia  of  Flushing,  under  the  inspection  of  Thomas 
Thome  and  Edmund  Pinfold,  two  of  the  members  of  this 
Committee. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Attest :  Joseph  Bowne,  Cleric  Com. 

To  Mr.  Robert  Benson,  Secretary  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
vention. 


EZEKIEL    HAWLEY   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Salem,  June  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  As  civil  and  religious  privileges  all  lie  at 
stake,  we  that  are  friends,  then,  desire  to  lend  a  lifting  hand 
in  trying  to  preserve  them.  The  Tories  grow  more  and 
more  disaffected,  and  are  daily  going  off  to  Long-Island — 
four  men  last  week  from  my  neighbourhood  ;  several  more 
from  other  parts ;  Captain  Theal  and  his  son  John,  soldier, 
and  Stephen  Delancey.  Some  of  them  laid  under  five  hun- 
dred pounds  bonds,  and  also  under  the  solemnity  of  an 
oath ;  but  they  regard  not  anything  the  Committee  does  with 
them,  so  long  as  they  have  their  liberty.  It  is  supposed 
numbers  are  concealed  on  Long-Island.  Please  to  take  it 
into  your  wise  consideration,  whether  or  not  it  will  not  be 
best  to  send  and  purge  Long-Island.  And  as  I  wrote  to 
you  a  little  back,  by  Mr.  Chapman,  one  of  the  members  of 
Salem  Committee,  to  know  what  we  should  do  with  those 
that  forfeit  their  bonds,  and  how  we  should  get  pay  for  the 
last,  (as  there  are  since  many  more,)  we  should  be  glad  of 
an  answer. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

EzEKiEL  Hawley,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-  Yorlc. 


by  Colonel  Livingston,  who  brought  down  the  necessary 
returns  from  botii  forts ;  you  may  see  by  them  what  a  situ- 
ation my  regiment  is  in  for  want  of  arms,  and  I  do  not  know 
at  present  any  way  to  su])ply  them,  unless  we  can  be  fur- 
nished from  hiew-York.  I  will  do  my  endeavour  to  get  as 
many  arms  as  I  can.  I  was  down  at  Fort  Montgomery  yes- 
terday, where  I  think  the  work  goes  on  as  well  as  can  be 
expected.  I  mentioned  in  the  letter  I  wrote  before,  that  I 
kept  two  of  the  Commissioners,  one  at  each  fort ;  and  if  we 
had  an  Engineer,  I  think,  for  several  reasons,  they  would 
be  useful. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

James  Clinton,  Colonel. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


colonel   JAMES    CLINTON   TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON 

Fort  Constitution,  June  22,  about  six  of  the  clock 
afternoon,  177C. 

May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  Excellency:  I  have  just  now 
received  your  letter  by  express  with  the  warrant  therein  en- 
closed, which  I  will  endeavour  to  execute  with  the  greatest 
care,  expedition,  and  exactness,  that  I  possibly  can.  After 
it  is  done  I  will  bring  him  and  his  papers  to  this  fort,  where 
I  shall  keep  him  prisoner  till  I  receive  your  Excellency's 
further  directions.     I  wrote  to  your  Excellency  yesterday 


CORNWALL,  ORANGE   COUNTY,  NEW-YORK,   COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee  for  the  Precinct  of  Cornwall,  in  Orange 
County,  at  Blooming  Grove,  June  22,  1776: 

James  Haffhemg  brought  before  this  Committee,  by  a 
warrant  from  the  Chairman,  on  suspicion  of  his  being  com- 
bined in  a  plot  against  the  liberties  o(  America,  upon  exami- 
nation, confessed,  after  some  hesitation,  that  there  was  a  plot 
on  foot  for  a  number  of  men  to  join  the  Ministerial  Army 
as  soon  as  they  should  arrive  at  New-  York,  and  that  he  was 
sworn  to  secrecy  in  the  matter  by  John  Clark ;  and  that 
Richard  Collingwood,  he  supposed,  was  sworn  likewise,  and 
also  Thomas  Coyne  and  Hugh  Murray;  and  that  John  Clark 
told  him  (the  said  James  Haff)  that  every  man  that  joined 
the  Ministerial  Army  should  immediately  thereupon  enter 
into  full  pay,  and  receive  five  guineas  bounty,  and  be  enti- 
tled to  two  hundred  acres  of  land  ;  and  that  those  who  were 
friends  to  the  Ministerial  Army  and  stayed  at  home,  should, 
after  they  were  sworn,  be  entitled  to  half-pay  and  save  their 
estates.  And  further,  that  the  guns  at  the  fortifications  in 
the  Highlands  would  be  spiked  up  by  some  of  the  troops 
stationed  there  as  soon  as  they  should  be  informed  that  the 
King's  troops  had  arrived,  and  that  it  was  expected  a  party 
of  them  would  endeavour  to  push  up  the  river  and  land  at 
Verplanck's  Point. 

The  form  of  the  oath  that  said  Haff  was  sworn  to  was 
as  follows,  viz :  That  he  should  keep  his  own  secrets  and 
the  secrets  of  his  fellows,  and  not  take  up  arms  against  the 

'"^'  Elihu  Marvin,  Chairman. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes. 

Attest:  Thomas  Moffat,  Clerk. 


GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Hartford,  June  23,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  favour  of  the  20th  instant. 
The  resolve  of  Congress  for  augmenting  the  Army  at  New- 
York  and  Canada  induced  me  forthwith  to  send  wan-ants 
for  convening  the  General  Assembly.  Yesterday  the  ses- 
sion was  finished.  The  requisition  for  the  quota  of  men  to 
be  furnished  by  this  Colony  is  fully  complied  with.  The 
men  are  raising,  and  to  march  soon.  Have  given  my  orders 
agreeable  to  your  request. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  Excellency's  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  t  rr> 

'  Jonathan  Irumbull. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


MESHECH    WEARE   TO  MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 

Exeter,  June  22,  1776. 

Sir:  We  presume  you  are  not  unacquainted  with  our 
designs  of  putting  this  Colony  in  the  best  posture  of  defence 
we  are  able;  but  before  matters  were  grown  so  ripe  to  press 
the  measure,  we  were  unluckily  deprived  of  the  chief  of  our 
cannon  by  one  of  our  enemy's  ships,  and,  as  we  thought, 
were  carried  to  Boston. 

In  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  the  honourable  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  for  the  restoration  of  them,  if  to  be  found 
there,  we  despatched  our  Quartermaster  for  that  purpose, 
and  to  request  General  Ward  for  their  delivery.  But  his 
journey  was  ineffectual,  as,  after  viewing  the  cannon  at  or 
near  Boston,  none  were  to  be  found  that  we  could  claim ; 
and  being  informed  you  have  a  large  quantity  at  Boston, 
induces  us  to  request,  with  all  earnestness,  of  your  General 
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Assembly  the  loan  of  any  number  you  can  possibly  spare,  to 
put  into  our  forts,  which  are  now  mostly  completed,  and  but 
few  cannon  to  mount  therein.  Your  laying  our  request  be- 
fore your  General  Court,  and  transmitting  their  result  thereon, 
will  be  esteemed  a  great  favour. 

By  Older  of  the  Council  and  Assembly. 
I  am  your  most  humble  servant, 

Meshech  Weare,  President. 


STEPHEN    SMITH    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 

Machias,  June  22,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  :  When  your  Honours  were 
pleased  to  appoint  me  Tnickmaster  for  the  Indians,  I  was 
not  apprised  of  the  task  I  had  to  perform,  the  numbers  of 
them  far  exceeding  my  expectations ;  and  the  offers  they 
have  from  the  factors  of  Nova-Scotia  causes  them  to  be  very 
troublesome. 

The  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds,  lawful  money,  granted 
by  your  Honours  to  supply  at  least  one  thousand  men,  ex- 
clusive of  their  families,  is  but  small.  Your  Honours  can- 
not expect  that  I  can  satisfy  them,  and  keep  them  friends, 
with  that  sum  ;  and  I  was  obliged  to  credit  near  two  hundred 
pounds  for  their  spring  hunt,  which  they  have  not  yet  paid. 
The  news  of  the  defeat  at  Quebeck  has  reached  them :  that, 
with  the  advice  of  General  Washington,  obliges  me  to  put 
up  with  many  insults. 

I  have  given  the  bearer.  Major  Francis  Shaw,  Jun.,  a 
power  of  attorney  to  receive  any  further  sum  your  Honours 
may  be  pleased  to  grant,  with  directions  to  purchase  such 
articles  as  are  most  wanted.  As  soon  as  they  come  in  with 
their  spring  hunts,  I  shall  send  the  fur  up  ;  in  the  mean  time 
I  am  in  much  want  of  many  articles  for  them. 

With  Major  Shaw  comes  up  ten  chiefs  of  the  different 
tribes.  Knowing  the  trouble  and  expense  they  would  be  at, 
we  endeavoured,  with  all  our  art,  to  detain  them,  without 
effect ;  as  they  had  letters  from  your  Honours  and  his  Excel- 
lency General  Washington,  they  were  determined  either  to 
proceed  or  rely  on  the  assistance  of  Nova-Scotia.  Of  the 
two  evils  I  have  endeavoured  to  choose  the  least,  and  have 
accordingly  prevailed  on  Major  Shaw  to  take  the  charge  of 
them,  which  I  hope  will  meet  your  Honours'  approbation. 

The  Indians  that  were  at  Court  last  winter  have  received 
a  supply ;  and  one  has  since  refused  to  pay,  as  he  says  his 
Excellency  General  Washington  told  them  they  should  be 
paid  for  coming  up,  as  well  as  for  carrying  letters  to  the 
Mickamack  tribe. 

I  am  likewise  much  troubled  with  the  inhabitants  supply- 
ing them  with  rum,  &;c.,  as  it  makes  them  very  troublesome 
and  quarrelsome.  I  should  be  glad  your  Honours  should 
give  some  order  they  might  not  have  liberty  to  sell  or  give, 
as  they  take  their  furs  for  much  less  than  their  value,  and 
detain  them  longer  than  is  needful.  I  have  hitherto  given 
eight  shillings  for  beaver,  to  hinder  their  trading  with  Nova- 
Scotia,  and  shall  do  it  until  I  hear  from  your  Honours  ;  this 
1  do,  as  I  am  sensible,  from  the  best  accounts  from  Nova- 
Scotia,  that  they  take  every  measure  to  defeat  your  Honours' 
plans,  and  to  bring  them  against  the  new  settlements  in  this 
country. 

As  Major  Shaw  has  been  here,  and  witness  to  their  pro- 
ceedings, I  refer  your  Honours  to  him  for  any  further  intel- 
ligence; and  remain,  with  much  respect,  your  Honours' 
much  obliged  humble  servant, 

Stephen  Smith. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 


DAVID    REED    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 

Boothbay,  June  22,  1776. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  the  year  last  past 
I  was  appointed  by  the  Committee  of  this  town  to  go  to 
Damariscotta  Island,  m  my  sloop,  and  bring  from  thence  what 
cattle  and  sheep  were  on  said  island,  which  I  performed,  and 
delivered  the  said  stock  to  the  owners,  who  before  had  re- 
moved from  said  island  ;  after  a  short  space,  the  said  owners, 
viz:  Daniel  Knight  and  John  Wheeler,  transported  a  number 
of  sheep  to  said  island,  without  taking  advice  of  the  Com- 
mittee, where  said  sheep  remained  some  days,  till  Captain 
Mowat,  in  one  of  George^s  ships,  with  some  transports, 


anchored  between  Damariscotta  and  Boothbay,  when  Joseph 
Wheeler,  son  of  the  abovesaid  John,  whether  by  free  will  or 
constraint  is  not  in  my  power  to  determine,  went  on  board 
Mowafs  ship,  and  went  from  thence  ashore  with  the  men 
belonging  to  the  navy  of  ZJn'to'n,  on  the  said  island,  and 
carried  the  greater  part  of  the  sheej)  on  board  the  man-of- 
war  ;  for  which  sheep,  it  is  reported,  said  Wheeler  received 
two  dollars  per  head ;  but  of  tliis  no  certain  evidence  as  yet 
can  be  had.  The  house  which  was  on  said  island  was  at 
the  same  time  burnt.  After  getting  a  recruit  of  fresh  pro- 
visions, the  ship  went  to  Falmouth,  carrying  with  them  the 
said  Joseph,  who  was  set  at  liberty,  after  the  cabin  was 
burnt,  though  it  is  no  ways  likely  said  iVheeler  gave  any 
assistance  in  the  abominable  act. 

I  am  informed  Daniel  Knight  is  about  to  send  a  petition 
to  your  Honours  for  redress  ;  I  therefore  think  it  my  duty  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  true  state  of  the  matter,  as  far  as 
comes  within  the  limits  of  my  penetration. 
Tam  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

David  Reed. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay. 

N.  B.  The  house,  as  I  suppose,  might  be  worth  about 
thirty  pounds.  Swine  they  also  carried  off,  not  worth  more 
than  five  dollars  each.  It  is  possible  there  may  be  had 
evidence  of  the  said  Joseph  Wheeler  receiving  the  money  for 
the  said  sheep,  as  information  to  that  purpose  is  just  come 
to  hand. 

I  remain  yours,  &c. 


WILLIAM   LUX   TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Snow-Hill,  June  23,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  On  my  arrival  here,  I  made  inquiry  after 
Mr.  Brown,  and  found  him  an  inhabitant  of  the  town.  He 
is  a  young  man  under  thirty,  but  very  hearty,  and  was 
brought  up  in  the  train ;  came  to  America  in  that  service, 
with  a  certificate  of  his  qualifications  from  General  Conway, 
and  was  promised  preferment,  but  another  being  put  over 
his  head,  he  resigned.  He  is  by  birth  a  Hibernian,  and 
related  to  Captain  Thomas  Ewing.  If,  therefore,  you  could 
place  him  there,  it  would,  I  presume,  be  most  agreeable ; 
but  as  he  must  understand  the  profession  superior  to  any  of 
that  corps,  I  should  think  him  the  fittest  for  Captain  Fidford's 
First  Lieutenant.  The  people  here  speak  well  of  him,  as  a 
sober,  modest  man,  and  being  on  all  occasions  ready  to  give 
them  information. 

I  am,  with  due  deference,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

servant,  ,,r  ^ 

William  Liux. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


captain  MONTAGU  TO  GOVERNOUR  EDEN. 

Fowey,  off  Annapolis,  Maryland, ') 
June  23,  1776.      5 

Sir:  I  have  the  happiness  to  acquaint  you  that  last  night 
I  arrived  here,  with  his  Britannick  Majesty's  ship  the  Fowey 
under  my  command,  agreeable  to  an  order  from  Captain 
Hammond,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Boebuck,  and  senior 
officer  of  his  Majesty's  ships  at  Virginia.  And  in  conse- 
quence of  your  application  to  him,  I  have  hoisted  the  flag 
of  truce  at  my  foretopgallantmast-head,  to  show  that  I  have 
not  come  in  a  hostile  manner,  and  of  which  I  desire  you 
will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  inhabitants,  that  they  may 
not  offer  any  insult  to  my  officers  and  boats ;  and,  on  my 
part,  I  shall  hold  the  truce  most  sacred. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  every  accommo- 
dation the  Fowey  can  afford  is  at  your  and  your  friends'  ser- 
vice, and  that  my  boat  shall  at  any  time  be  ready  to  attend 
your  coming  off,  and  sent  for  your  property. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

George  Montagu. 

To  His  Excellency  Robert  Eden,  Esq. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  JOSEPH  MIDDLETON. 

[No.  35.]  Annapolis,  June  23,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  are  desired  to  proceed  up  the  bay,  and  give 
intelligence  to  any  outward-bound  vessels  you  may  meet 
with  that  are  coming  down,  that  the  man-of-war  is  at  her 
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station  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  receive  the  Governour, 
and  that  we  think  it  prudent  that  they  delay  coming  down 
till  the  man-of-war  departs. 
We  are,  &c. 

To  Mr.  Joseph  Middleton. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 
[Read  June  25,  1 776.] 

New- York,  June  23,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
General  Ward,  which  came  to  hand  by  last  night's  post, 
containing  the  agreeable  intelligence  of  their  having  obliged 
the  King's  ships  to  leave  Nantasket  Road,  and  of  two  more 
transports  being  taken  by  our  armed  vessels,  with  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  Highland  troops  on  board.  I  sincerely  wish 
the  like  success  had  attended  our  arms  in  another  quarter, 
but  it  has  not.  In  Canada  the  situation  of  our  affair*  is 
truly  alarming. 

The  enclosed  copies  of  Generals  Schuyler,  Sullwan,  and 
AmoliVs  letters  will  inform  you  that  General  Thompson  has 
met  with  a  repulse  at  Three  Rivers,  and  is  now  a  prisoner 
in  the  hands  of  General  Burgoyne,  wlio,  these  accounts  say, 
is  arrived  with  a  considerable  army;  nor  do  they  seem  to 
promise  an  end  of  our  misfortunes  here.  It  is  greatly  to  be 
feared  that  the  next  advices  from  thence  will  be  that  our 
scattered,  divided,  and  broken  Army,  as  you  will  see  by  the 
return,  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  country  and  re- 
treat, to  avoid  a  greater  calamity  than  that  of  being  cut  off  or 
becoming  prisoners.  I  will  be  done  upon  the  subject,  and 
leave  you  to  draw  such  conclusions  as  you  conceive,  from 
the  state  of  facts,  are  most  likely  to  result,  only  adding  my 
apprehensions  that  one  of  the  latter  events — either  that  they 
are  cut  off  or  become  prisoners — has  already  happened,  if 
they  did  not  retreat  while  they  had  an  opportunity.  General 
Schuyler  and  General  Arnold  seem  to  think  it  extremely 
probable ;  and  if  it  has  taken  place,  it  will  not  be  easy  to 
describe  all  the  fatal  consequences  that  may  flow  from  it ; 
at  least  our  utmost  exertions  will  be  necessary  to  prevent 
the  advantages  they  have  gained  to  be  turned  to  our  greater 
misfortunes.  General  Gates  will  certainly  set  out  to-mor- 
row, and  would  have  been  gone  before  now  had  he  not  ex- 
pected to  receive  some  particular  instructions  from  Congress, 
and  which  Colonel  Barton  said  he  imagined  would  be  given 
and  transmitted  here. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Arnold  re- 
specting some  of  the  Indian  tribes  to  General  Schuyler,  and 
of  a  talk  had  at  Albany  with  thirteen  of  the  Oneidas.  They 
seemed  there  to  entertain  a  friendly  disposition  towards  us, 
which  I  wish  may  not  be  changed  by  the  misfortunes  we 
have  sustained  in  Canada. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest 
esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

[Extract]  Boston,  June  16,  1776. 

Sir:  The  13th  instant,  at  evening,  I  ordered  five  hun- 
dred men,  with  proper  officers,  a  detachment  of  the  train, 
with  a  thirteen-inch  mortar,  two  eighteen-pounders,  and 
some  small  cannon,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Whit- 
comb,  to  take  post  on  Long-Island,  to  annoy  the  enemy's 
ships.  The  necessary  works  were  thrown  up  in  the  night, 
and  the  next  morning  our  cannon  and  mortar  began  to  play 
upon  the  pirates,  which  soon  drove  them  all  out  of  the  har- 
bour. The  fleet  consisted  of  about  thirteen  in  number — the 
Renown,  of  fifty  guns,  several  smaller  ships  of  war,  and  some 
transports  with  Highlanders  on  board.  As  near  as  we  could 
judge,  there  were  about  eight  hundred  troops  on  board  the 
transports.  They  blew  up  tiie  Light-House  as  they  went  off, 
and  then  put  to  sea  with  their  fleet.  I  think  it  probable  they 
will  leave  some  frigates  to  cruise  in  the  bay. 

A  number  of  the  Colony  troops  and  Militia  were  to  have 
thrown  up  some  works  the  same  night  on  Pettick's  Island 
and  Nantasket  Head,  but  by  some  unfortunate  obstructions, 
they  did  not  get  their  cannon  ready  in  time  ;  however,  they 
gave  the  enemy  a  number  of  shot  as  the  ships  passed  through 
the  channel.  Our  shot  cut  away  some  of  their  yards  and 
rigging,  and  several  went  into  the  ships'  sides,  but  the  shells 
from  the  mortar  terrified  them  most.     They  returned  a  few 


shot  Smm  the  Commodore's  ship  without  any  effect,  and  got 
under  sail  with  all  expedition. 

P.  S.  June  llth. — I  have  just  received  information  that 
the  Continental  privateers  have  taken  and  brought  into  Nan- 
tasket, in  this  harbour,  a  ship  and  a  brig  from  Glasgow,  with 
two  hundred  and  ten  Highlanders  on  board,  with  their  bau-- 
gage.  The  ship  mounted  six  carriage-guns,  and  fought  the 
privateers  some  time  before  she  struck.  We  had  four  men 
wounded ;  the  enemy  had  three  privates  killed,  and  a  Ma- 
jor and  eight  or  ten  men  wounded.  The  prisoners  are 
coming  up  to  town,  among  whom  is  a  Colonel.  Any  fur- 
ther particulars  that  may  be  of  importance  I  shall  forward 
as  soon  as  I  can  learn  them. 

Sorel,  June  8,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  At  three  quarters  after  eleven  o'clock 
this  forenoon,  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Thompson, 
of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  I  find  that  he  has  pro- 
ceeded in  the  manner  proposed,  and  made  his  attack  on  the 
troops  at  Three  Rivers  at  daylight ;  for  at  that  time  a  very 
heavy  cannonading  began,  which  lasted,  with  some  inter- 
vals, to  twelve  o'clock.  It  is  now  near  one,  P.  M.,  the 
firing  has  ceased,  except  some  irregular  firing  with  cannon, 
at  a  considerable  distance  of  time  one  from  the  other.  At 
eight  o'clock,  a  very  heavy  firing  of  small-arms  was  heard 
even  here,  at  the  distance  of  forty-five  miles ;  the  distance 
might  have  rendered  it  doubtful,  had  not  the  boats  down  the 
bay,  which  have  since  arrived,  confirmed  it,  and  declared 
that  they  distinctly  heard  the  small-arms  for  a  long  time.  I 
am  almost  certain  that  victory  has  declared  in  our  favour,  as 
the  irregular  firing  of  the  cannon  for  such  a  length  of  time 
after  the  small-arms  ceased,  shows  that  our  men  are  in  pos- 
session of  the  ground.  I  should  immediately  set  off  to  join 
General  Thompson,  with  Colonel  De  Haas's  detachment ; 
but  by  some  strange  kind  of  conduct  in  General  Arnold, 
directly  contrary  to  repeated  orders,  he  has  kept  that  de- 
tachment dancing  between  this  and  Montreal  ever  since  my 
arrival.  Some  of  the  officei-s  this  moment  arrived  inform 
me  that  he  let  them  come  within  eighteen  miles  of  this  place, 
and  ordered  them  back  again.  He  has  now  permitted  them 
to  pass  to  Chambly,  and  I  expect  them  here  this  evening, 
when  I  shall  immediately  set  off  with  them  to  join  General 
Thompson.  lam  now  informed  by  Mr.  McCarty  that  Ge- 
neral Arnold  has  abandoned  Montreal,  and  gone  to  Chambly 
with  all  the  troops.  I  hope  this  report  is  not  just,  as  the 
step  must  in  every  light  be  imprudent  and  injudicious ;  it 
leaves  that  quarter  entirely  without  a  check,  and  gives  our 
enemies  liberty  to  assemble  and  form  any  mischievous  de- 
signs, they  please,  without  interruption.  I  hear  that  the 
report  at  Montreal  yesterday  was,  that  the  enemy  had  passed 
us  at  Sorel,  and  were  passing  up  the  river.  This  gave  them 
the  alarm,  and  caused  them  to  abandon  the  city.  I  wish  it 
may  not  prove  true ;  but  as  it  is  so  much  of  apiece  with 
former  conduct,  I  cannot  help  giving  some  degree  of  credit. 
Notwithstanding  the  weakness  of  this  post,  occasioned  by 
the  strange  delay  of  Colonel  De  Haas,  I  have  sent  Colonel 
JVinds  with  his  regiment  to  reinforce  General  Thompson. 
This  1  did  this  morning  at  eight  o'clock.  They  have  joined 
him  before  now,  I  trust.  I  hope  soon  to  follow,  with  more 
force,  to  maintain  the  ground  which,  I  dare  say,  our  troops 
have  won.  We  hear  no  firing  now,  except  a  few  cannon 
at  a  great  distance  of  time  between,  sometimes  half  an 
hour's  space  at  least.  This,  with  many  other  circumstances, 
induces  me  to  believe  our  troops  are  victorious.  I  am  anx- 
ious to  know  the  event,  which  God  grant  may  be  fortunate. 
However,  if  our  party  have  been,  or  should  be  defeated,  I 
am  determined  not  to  leave  Canada,  but  to  make  vigilance 
and  industry  supply  the  want  of  numbei's.  I  am  determined 
to  fortify  and  secure  the  most  important  jTOsts,  and  hold 
them  as  long  as  one  stone  is  left  upon  another. 

It  is  a  serious  truth  that  our  Army  is  extremely  weak. 
Colonel  Greaton  is  with  me,  without  a  single  man,  all  under 
inoculation  ;  Colonel  Bond,  with  all  his  regiment,  in  the 
same  situation;  Colonel  Patterson  has  six  only;  Colonel 
Stark  about  forty ;  Colonel  Reed's  and  Colonel  Poor's 
nearly  in  the  same  situation.  Poor  is  at  St.  Johns,  Reed 
at  Chambly.  Colonel  BurreVs  return  I  sent  in  my  last, 
and  tiie  other  regiments  are  most  of  them  in  the  same  situa- 
tion ;  for  this  Colony,  it  seems,  has  of  late  been  considered 
the  general  hospital  of  America.    The  party  with  General 
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Thompson,  and  tliat  with  Colonel  De  Haas,  contains  the 
flower  of  our  Army  at  present.  Some  regiments  are  nearly 
out  of  the  small-pox,  and  will  be  fit  for  duty  in  a  few  days. 
Our  numbers  will  be  daily  increasing.  I  should  rejoice, 
however,  to  see  General  Greene  here,  with  his  brigade,  if  he 
can  be  spared  from  New- York. 

June  12, 1776. — I  could  not  close  the  foregoing  letter  till  I 
could  get  some  certain  intelligence  of  General  Thompson  and 
his  party,  most  of  which,  after  being  unfortunately  repulsed, 
are  now  returned ;  but  the  General  himself,  with  Colonel 
Irwin,  Dr.  McKinzie,  Mr.  Currie,  Mr.  Burd,  Mr.  Edy,  and 
Parson  CoUey,  are  unluckily  fallen  into  the  hands  of  our 
enemies.  A  flag  has  arrived  this  night  for  their  baggage,  by 
which  he  writes  that  he  and  the  other  gentlemen  are  treated 
with  the  greatest  politeness  by  General  Burgoyne,  who  com- 
mands at  Three  Rivers.  The  officers  suppose  they  had 
about  twenty-five  killed,  and  we  find  missing  in  the  whole 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty,  some  of  which  we  expect  in  yet, 
as  some  have  arrived  this  evening,  and  say  more  will  be  in. 
The  General  was  taken  after  the  retreat  by  some  Cariadian 
Militia,  summoned  in  by  Carleton.  I  have  also  a  number, 
which  I  have  summoned  in  to  take  part  with  us,  under  the 
Baron  Be  Woedike.  Our  people  say  that  the  Canadians 
were,  in  general,  very  kind  to  them  upon  their  retreat,  and 
gave  them  every  assistance  in  their  power.  The  unfor- 
tunate defeat  of  General  Thompson  and  his  detachment 
happened  in  this  manner,  viz :  The  repeated  accounts  from 
Three  Rivers  of  the  smallness  of  their  numbers  induced 
General  Thompson  to  detach  Colonel  St.  Clair  to  attack 
them  with  seven  hundred  men,  before  my  arrival.  This 
not  being  put  in  execution,  and  St.  Clair  remaining  at  Ni- 
colete,  and  the  account  of  their  weakness  being  confirmed, 
the  General  solicited  the  liberty  of  attacking  them,  which  I 
granted,  giving  the  orders  which  I  enclosed  in  my  last.  He 
crossed  from  Mcolete  to  Three  Rivers  in  the  night,  but 
being  led  into  a  morass  by  his  guides,  was  obliged  to  return 
back  near  two  miles ;  in  which  time  the  day  broke,  he  was 
discovered,  the  ships  began  to  cannonade,  and  continued 
while  he  marched  through  a  swamp,  which  took  near  an 
hour  and  a  half.  The  people  came  up  to  the  attack,  but, 
unluckily  for  them,  twenty-five  vessels  had  arrived  that 
evening  with  troops,  which  they  landed,  while  he  marched 
on,  and,  being  well  prepared,  gave  them  so  warm  a  reception 
that  the  troops  soon  broke  and  quitted  the  ground.  The 
cannonading  and  all  the  firing  after  that  was  a  mere  random 
firing,  which  answered  very  little  purpose.  When  they 
found  our  troops  began  to  give  way,  they  detached  a  party 
of  six  hundred  by  the  side  of  the  river,  to  attack  them  in 
flank,  and  to  secure  our  batteaus.  The  batteaus  were  pre- 
served by  Major  Woods,  who  brought  them  off.  One 
batteau  only  was  taken,  with  four  barrels  of  powder,  and 
nothing  else  on  board,  the  men  escaped. 

This,  dear  General,  is  a  state  of  this  unfortunate  enter- 
prise. What  you  will  hear  next,  I  cannot  say.  I  am  every 
moment  informed  of  the  vast  number  of  the  enemy  which 
have  arrived ;  some,  indeed,  say  that  great  numbers  have 
arrived  from  England,  and  all  the  troops  from  Halifax. 
This  I  do  not  believe ;  but  I  apprehend  their  numbers  now 
are  very  great.  1  have  here  only  two  thousand  five  hundred 
and  thirty-three  rank  and  file.  Most  of  the  officers  seemed 
discouraged,  and,  of  course,  their  men.  I  am  employed 
day  and  night  in  fortifying  and  securing  my  camp,  and  am 
determined  to  hold  it  as  long  as  a  person  will  stick  by  me. 
I  have  heard  nothing  of  Colonel  Dayton's  or  the  residue  of 
Colonel  Wayne's  regiment,  or  of  the  others  ordered  here; 
sure  I  am  that  they  are  much  wanted.  There  are  some 
regiments  all  down  with  the  small-pox — not  a  single  man 
fit  for  duty.  This  will  be  remedied  in  time,  unless  the  ene- 
my make  a  sudden  push,  which,  indeed,  we  expect  every 
hour.  If  so,  we  must,  with  the  numbei-s  we  have,  sustain 
their  efforts,  and  I  hope  repulse  them. 

Dear  General,  1  am,  with  much  regard,  your  most  de- 
voted, humble  servant,  t         c< 

John  Sullivan. 

P.  S.  Our  old  friend  Colonel  Louis,  of  the  Caughnawa- 
gas,  has  this  moment  arrived  express  from  that  tribe.  He 
says  all  the  Indians  have  made  peace,  even  the  Canasa- 
dagas,  and  those  tribes  which  joined  Captain  Forster  at 
the  Cedars,  except  the  Roimdorks — these  have  refused  in 
council,  and  say  they  will  take  arms  for  the  King,  and  have 
sent  to  General  Carleton  to  let  him  know  it.     This  tribe 


consists  of  fifty  warriors  only.  The  Caughnawagas  and  other 
tribes  desire  we  should  send  up  some  other  tribes,  which 
they  will  join  with,  to  extirpate  them.  This  they  would  do 
themselves,  but  are  apprehensive  that  some  few  French, 
through  the  influence  of  their  Priests,  will  join  them.  In- 
deed I  can  but  illy  spare  the  force ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  too 
much  importance  to  be  neglected.  I  must  therefore  send 
some  force  under  the  command  of  an  experienced  officer. 

]  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
servant,  John  Sullivan. 

Nicolete,  June  7,  1776. 

Deah  General  :  I  arrived  here  at  one  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing, and  as  the  men  were  much  fatigued,  their  arms  wet, 
and  the  night  so  far  advanced,  it  rendered  it  impossible  to 
get  to  Three  Rivers  before  light,  and  must  have  passed  in 
sight  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  ten  in  number,  that  have  got 
about  five  miles  above  Three  Rivers. 

I  have  ordered  the  whole  detachment  to  be  in  readiness 
to  embark  at  nine  o'clock  this  evening,  and  shall  pass  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  about  three  miles  above  the  shipping,  and 
after  leaving  a  guard  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  with  the 
boats,  proceed  by  land  to  the  Three  Rivers,  and,  if  possible, 
begin  the  attack  at  daylight. 

No  certain  accounts  of  the  number  of  the  enemy — the 
intelligence  is  from  five  to  fifteen  hundred.  If  I  shall  find 
that  they  are  numerous,  and  that  they  are  strongly  intrench- 
ed, I  shall  not  risk  a  battle,  as  a  defeat,  at  this  time,  would 
greatly  distress  us. 

I  have  not  found  a  proper  place  near  this  to  fortify,  the 
banks  being  overflowed  at  the  mouth  of  the  river ;  nor  would 
I  venture  to  keep  troops  below  the  vessels,  as  they  surely 
have  it  in  their  power  to  prevent  our  boats  from  passing, 
and  it  is  out  of  our  power  to  keep  up  a  communication  by 
land.  I  believe,  therefore,  we  must  make  the  best  of  the 
banks  at  or  near  the  Sorel,  or  fortify  the  Islands. 

I  have  ordered  Captain  Stevens  to  stop  above  the  Lake 
with  the  artillery  till  further  orders,  as  the  loss  of  the  few 
he  has  with  him  would  be  very  fatal  to  us.  You  will  hear 
from  me  to-morrow. 

I  am,  dear  General,  your  affectionate,  humble  servant, 
4  ^  William  Thompson. 

St.  Johns,  June  13,  1776.  ■ 
Dear  General:  I  wrote  you  a  few  days  since  from 
Montreal  that  I  had  seized  a  parcel  of  goods  for  the  use  of 
the  Army  by  particular  orders  from  the  Commissioners  of 
Congress.  Our  hurry  and  confusion  was  so  great  when  the 
goods  were  received,  it  was  impossible  to  take  a  particular 
account  of  them ;  every  man's  name  was  marked  on  his 
particular  packages,  with  intention  to  take  particular  account 
of  them  at  Chambly  or  St.  Johns,  where  the  goods  were 
ordered  to  be  stored.  Major  Scott  was  sent  with  them,  with 
orders  to  have  them  stored  under  the  care  of  Colonel  Ha- 
zen,  who  commanded  at  Chamhhj.  On  his  arrival  there  he 
received  orders  from  General  Sullivan  to  repair  to  .Sore?. 
Colonel  Hazen  refused  taking  the  goods  into  store,  or  taking 
charge  of  them ;  they  were  heaped  in  piles  on  the  banks  of 
the  river.  Colonel  Hazen  finally  received  them,  and  placed 
sentinels  over  them  ;  they  were,  however,  neglected  in  such 
a  manner  that  great  part  were  stolen  or  plundered.  On 
receiving  this  intelligence  I  repaired  to  Chambly;  the  goods 
were  sent  to  St.  Johns  by  Colonel  Hazen,  in  different  par- 
cels, all  under  the  care  of  a  French  corporal ;  and  through 
them  I  found  the  goods  broken  open,  plundered,  and  mixed 
together  in  the  greatest  confusion,  and  great  part  missing. 
Mr.  McCarthy  has  General  Sullivan's  orders,  and  is  now 
receiving  the  goods.  I  have  sent  over  to  Ticonderoga  a 
quantity  of  nails  and  goods,  the  property  of  Thomas  Walker, 
Esq.,  and  ordered  them  to  be  stored  there,  and  delivered  to 
his  order. 

We  have  a  report  that  on  Sunday  last  our  Army,  of  about 
two  thousand  men,  under  the  command  of  General  Thomp- 
son, attacked  the  enemy  near  Three  Rivers,  and  were  re- 
pulsed, with  the  loss  of  twenty  men  and  some  batteaus.  We 
have  received  no  particular  accounts  of  this  matter,  though 
several  days  have  elapsed  since  the  affair  happened. 

Near  one  half  of  our  Army  are  sick,  mostly  with  the 
small-pox.  If  the  enemy  have  a  force  of  six  or  eight,  and 
some  say  ten  thousand  men,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  oppose 
them.     Sick,  ragged,  undisciplined,  and  unofficered,  as  we 
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are,  if  we  are  not  soon  reinforced,  I  tremble  for  the  event ; 
a  loss  of  our  heavy  cannon,  which  is  all  ordered  to  Sorel, 
must  ensue,  if  not  our  Army,  as  our  retreat  is  far  from  being 
secured.  Not  one  stroke  has  been  struck  to  secure  our  en- 
campment here ;  I  have  ordered  men  out  to-morrow  morn- 
ing to  enclose  our  encampment  and  the  two  old  forts  with 
an  abettis  and  breastwork.  Dr.  Stringer  is  in  a  disagree- 
able situation — three  thousand  men  are  sick  here  and  at 
Chambly,  and  no  room  or  conveniency  for  them.  I  should 
advise  his  going  to  xbe  Isle-aux-Noix,  was  there  any  conve- 
niency for  the  sick,  or  boards  to  make  any.  I  have  written 
General  Sullivan  on  the  occasion.  I  have  ordered  the 
frames  of  the  vessels  here  taken  in  pieces  and  sent  to  Crown- 
Point  ;  the  timbers  are  all  numbered  and  easily  put  together 
again. 

If  any  more  men  are  ordered  for  this  country,  let  me  en- 
treat you  to  hurry  them  on  and  all  the  water-craft. 

I  am,  dear  General,  your  affectionate,  obedient,  humble 
servant,  B.  Arnold. 

Chambly,  June  1.1,  1776,  10  o'clock  P.  M. 

Deak  General  :  Since  writing  the  foregoinjr,  I  arrived 
here,  and  met  Dr.  Center,  who  left  Sorel  at  twelve  o'clock 
this  day;  he  informs  me  that  General  Thompson,  Colonel 
Irwin,  Doctors  McKenney  and  McCauley,  Lieutenants  Bird 
and  Curry,  are  prisoners,  and  about  forty  men  missing.  Ge- 
neral Thompson  has  written  for  his  baggage,  which  has 
been  sent  to  him.  Burgoyne  is  with  the  enemy.  Seventy 
transports,  and,  by  the  best  accounts,  ten  thousand  troops, 
are  arrived  in  Quebeck.  The  whole  force  we  can  collect 
does  not  exceed  four  thousand  effectives,  when  they  are  all 
collected ;  and  I  have  written  General  Sullivan  my  opinion 
very  freely,  which  is,  to  collect  our  whole  force  at  St.  Johns 
immediately,  and  secure  our  retreat.  I  am  told  his  intention 
is  to  remain  at  Sorel  until  attacked  by  the  enemy.  I  believe 
there  will  be  little  danger  of  it.  I  make  no  doubt  the  ene- 
my will  pass  Sorel,  and  as  soon  as  in  possession  of  Montreal, 
march  immediately  for  St.  Johns,  and  endeavour  to  cut  off 
our  retreat,  in  which  case,  if  we  save  our  Army,  the  cannon 
and  heavy  baggage  must  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
All  the  craft  on  your  side  of  the  Lake,  in  my  opinion,  ought 
immediately  to  be  sent  to  St.  Johns,  and  a  lumber  of  gon- 
dolas built  as  soon  as  possible  to  guard  the  Lake.  You  may 
expect  soon  to  hear  of  our  evacuating  Canada,  or  being  pri- 
soners. I  go  to  Montreal  in  the  morning,  where  I  shall 
remain  until  I  have  orders  to  quit  it,  or  am  attacked,  when 
it  will  be  too  late. 

I  am,  respectfully,  dear  General,  yours,  &c., 

B.  Arnold. 
To  General  Schuyler. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  COMMITTEE  OF  ESSEX  COUNTY, 
NEW-JERSEr. 

New-York,  June  23,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  absolute  necessity  of  preventing  all 
correspondence  between  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  and 
our  enemies,  obliges  me  to  procure  every  degree  of  intelligence 
that  leads  to  the  channel  of  such  intercoui-se.  Dr.  William 
Burnet,  of  Newark,  can  inform  you  of  certain  insinuations 
and  charges  against  part  of  the  Army  under  my  command, 
as  if  they  were  liable  to  bribery  and  corruption  in  permit- 
ting pei-sons  to  go  from  Staten-Island  to  the  menof-war  at 
or  near  Sandy-Hook ;  and  as  the  person  from  whom  he  has 
received  his  intelligence  resides  at  Newark,  within  the  dis- 
trict of  your  Committee,  I  must  request  it  as  a  matter  of 
great  importance  that  your  Committee  will,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, call  on  David  Ogden,  Esq.,  to  declare  who  the  person 
was  who  informed  him  that  he  had  engaged  the  guard  of 
the  Riflemen  at  Staten-Island  to  carry  him  on  board  the 
men-of-war,  with  all  the  circumstances  within  his  know- 
ledge ;  and  also  that  you  do  call  on  the  pei-son  whom  he 
points  out  to  be  his  informant,  to  declare  every  circumstance 
within  his  knowledge  relative  to  the  matter. 

1  am,  k,c.,  George  Washington. 

To  William.  Burnet,  Esq.,  Chairman,  &ic. 


to  hand.  The  person  you  were  to  seize  by  warrant,  you 
are  immediately  to  send,  with  the  papers,  to  this  place,  in 
charge  of  an  officer  you  can  confide  in ;  in  this  no  time  is 
to  be  lost.  It  is  out  of  my  power  to  assist  you  in  procuring 
arms ;  must,  therefore,  urge  you  to  make  application  to  the 
Convention,  Committees,  &i,c.,  who,  I  hope,  will  supply  you. 
Your  letter  of  the  20th  I  shall  answer  the  fii-st  opportunity. 
Am  in  haste,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Colonel  James  Clinton,  at  Fort  Constitution. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    COLONEL   JAMES    CLINTON. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  23,  1776. 

Sir  :  Yours  of  the  20th  and  22d  instant  are  both  safe 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    GENERAL    WARD. 

New- York,  June  23,  1776. 

Sir:  By  last  night's  post  I  was  favoured  with  yours  of 
the  16th  instant,  containing  the  interesting  intelligence  of 
your  having  obliged  the  King's  ships  to  quit  their  station, 
and  of  the  further  capture  of  two  vessels  from  Glasgow 
with  Highland  troops  on  board.  These  events  are  extreme- 
ly pleasing,  and  I  flatter  myself  the  former  will  be  attended 
with  salutary  consequences.  It  will  give  our  little  squadron 
a  betteropportunity  of  safely  bringing  in  such  prizes  as  they 
may  have  the  fortune  to  take,  and  be  the  means  of  more 
transports  and  other  of  their  vessels  falling  in  our  hands,  in 
all  probability.  The  scheme  of  a  decoy-ship  may  answer 
many  good  purposes,  and  if  we  get  a  few  more  of  the  thirty- 
two  transports,  in  addition  to  those  we  have  already,  the 
Highland  corps  will  be  pretty  well  broken  and  discon- 
certed. 

In  respect  to  a  Paymaster  and  payment  of  the  troops, 
Congress  have  informed  me,  in  a  letter  of  the  14th  inst.,  that 
they  have  appointed  Ebenezer  Hancock,  I^sq.,  to  that  office, 
and  that  the  day  after  money  would  be  sent  him  for  paying 
the  troops  in  the  Eastern  Department.  I  hope  it  will  ar- 
rive in  a  few  days,  that  their  claims  may  be  discharged,  and 
the  grounds  of  their  dissatisfaction  removed. 

The  invalids  you  mention  may  be  turned  over  to  other 
regiments,  till  further  orders,  taking  notice  of  the  time  and 
a  list  of  their  names,  and  transmitting  them  to  the  Colonels 
or  commanding  officers  of  the  respective  regiments  to  which 
they  belonged,  that  they  may  not  be  included  in  their  ab- 
stracts after  that  time  and  double  pay  be  drawn  for  them. 

I  have  enclosed  you  copies  of  sundry  resolves  of  Con- 
gress, which  I  request  you  to  communicate  to  the  persons 
they  respect,  that  they  may  govern  themselves  accordingly. 
That  about  vessels  taken  which  sailed  from  Boston  with 
effects  while  the  King's  troops  possessed  it,  you  will  trans- 
mit to  the  diffei'ent  agents  for  the  Continental  armed  vessels, 
and  that  respecting  ordnance  stores  to  Commodore  Manly. 
I  have  sent  the  original  invoice  of  them,  and  do  appoint 
to  act  in  behalf  of  the  Continent,  in  con- 
junction with  such  pei-son  as  the  Commodore  shall  choose, 
for  ascertaining  their  value ;  this  you  will  please  to  notify 
him  of.  They  must  be  qualified  as  the  resolve  directs,  and 
pursue  the  mode  pointed  out  by  it.  When  the  valuation  is 
made,  they  will  annex  the  report  under  their  hands  to  the 
invoice,  and  deliver  them  to  you  in  order  to  their  being  for- 
warded to  me.  The  report  may  mention  that  they  were 
sworn,  and  by  whom.     I  am,  &.c., 

George  Washington. 


GENERAL    GATES    TO    DR.    FRANKLIN. 
[Read  June  28,  1776,  before  the  Board  of  War.] 

New- York,  June  23,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  This  will  be  presented  you  by  the  Chevalier 
de  Kermovan,  who  left  Old  France  on  the  6th  of  April,  and 
arrived  about  fourteen  days  ago  at  Stonington,  by  the  way  of 
Cape  Francois.  He  desires  me  to  acquaint  you  that  his 
views  are  truly  patriotick,  and  that  he  neither  seeks  reward  or 
honour  but  as  he  shall  merit.  He  has  letters  for  you  and 
Doctor  Rush ;  they  probably  will  speak  more  for  him  than 
I  can  presume  to  do.  He  professes  being  an  engineer,  and 
to  have  served  all  the  last  war  with  the  Turks  in  that  line. 

I  set  out  to-morrow  afternoon  or  Tuesday  morning  for 
Albany,  but  have  not  yet  received  either  instructions  or  the 
resolves  from  Congress. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  affectionate  humble  servant, 

Horatio  Gates. 

To  the  Honourable  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin,  Member  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  at  Philadelphia. 
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JOHN    ANDREWS    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

New-York  Jail,  June  23,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir  :  The  humble  petition  of  John  Andrexvs, 
now  confined  in  this  jail  on  suspicion  of  theft :  but  I  take 
the  great  God  to  be  my  witness  I  am  innocent  of  the  crime 
laid  to  my  charge  ;  it  is  only  for  swapping  a  pair  of  breeches 
with  another  man.  I  gave  him  six  shillings  to  boot ;  and 
the  same  person  that  I  got  the  breeches  from  is  in  prison  at 
this  time.  May  it  please  your  Excellency,  I,  John  Andrews, 
of  the  Seventh  Regiment,  have  been  confined  f  )r  ten  weeks 
past,  and  have  no  person  upon  earth  to  make  my  address 
to  except  your  Excellency,  hoping  you  will  look  down  on 
me  with  an  eye  of  pity,  and  have  me  set  at  liberty.  And 
I,  John  Andrews,  do  further  declare,  that  I  am  able  and 
willing  to  serve  in  the  defence  of  America  as  long  as  this 
disturbance  lasts.  No  more,  but  remain  your  unfortunate 
petitioner,  John  Andrews. 

P.  S.  May  it  please  your  Excellency  we,  fellow-prisoners, 
think  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  us  to  acquaint  your  Excel- 
lency with  a  conspiracy  that  is  laid  against  you. 


GENERAL    WARD    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  June  23,  1 776. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant. 
Agreeable  to  your  directions  I  have  ordered  the  Court  of 
Inquiry  to  set  for  a  rehearing  of  the  complaint  of  Colonel 
Varnum  against  Lieutenant  Merrill. 

The  letters  to  Major  Small  and  Charles  Proctor,  Esq.,  I 
will  forward,  if  any  opportunity  offers. 

By  desire  of  Colonel  Campbell  I  have  enclosed  his  let- 
ters, which  he  desires  may  be  forwarded  if  there  be  no  ob- 
jection to  them  and  an  opportunity  offers. 

General  ffhiicomb  does  not  accept  his  appointment,  there- 
fore I  can  have  no  relief  by  him,  and  I  am  so  ill  that  I  can 
attend  but  very  little  to  any  business. 

I  have  just  received  information  from  several  privateers 
that  eleven  sail  of  transports,  under  convoy  of  a  frigate,  are 
in  the  bay,  standing  in,  and  supposed  to  be  part  of  the  Scotch 
fleet ;  the  privateers  are  all  ordered  out,  and  I  have  taken 
measures  to  secure  the  transports  in  case  they  should  come 
into  Nantasket  Road. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  obedient,  most  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  General  Washington. 


WILLIAM    GORDON    TO    GENERAL    GATES. 

Roxbury,  June  23,  1776. 

Friend  Gates  :  I  am  settling  my  literary  affairs,  and 
writing  myself  out  of  debt,  but  not  taking  leave  I  hope. 
Notwithstanding  all  the  rumours  and  handbills  that  have 
been  published,  expect  that  I  shall  have  more  opportunities 
of  corresponding  before  the  storm  bursts.  Question  whether 
Howe  has  yet  sailed.  Watch  the  wind  and  weather  like  an 
old  Roman  fortune-teller,  and,  from  the  signs  in  the  heavens, 
infer  that  he  will  have  a  long  passage,  distance  considered. 
Recollect  that  the  sun  has  completed  his  northern  tour,  and 
is  upon  his  return  to  the  south ;  that  the  light  southerly  winds 
are  beginning  to  fan  the  atmosphere ;  that  the  season  will 
be  exceeding  hot  in  a  few  weeks  ;  that  the  light  moony  nights 
will  not  suffer  an  enemy  to  land  in  the  dark ;  and  that  the 
campaign  is  wearing  away.  A  state  of  suspense  and  ex- 
pectation is  irksome  ;  and  yet  I  shall  be  willing  to  submit  to 
it  for  weeks  without  hearing  of  an  engagement,  as  the  gain- 
ing of  time  is  the  gaining  of  advantages.  You  are  sensible 
that  I  am  a  schemer;  and  though  the  whole  generation  se 
dom  make  much  of  their  projects  for  themselves,  yet  others 
often  profit  by  their  thoughts  ;  you  will  indulge  me  therefore. 
The  Germans  have  no  business  to  interfere  in  our  contest 
with  Great  Britain.  Let  us,  by  way  of  retaliation,  employ 
five  hundred  or  a  thousand  Indians  against  them.  The  very 
appearance  of  such  dark  and  painted  enemies  will  go  near  to 
terrify  them.  I  am,  therefore,  for  providing  that  number  to 
attack  them  whenever  they  shall  land,  and  for  keeping  them 
ignorant  of  our  having  any,  till  they  feel  and  hear  and  see 
them  in  the  same  instant.  But  how  is  all  this  possible  ?  Here 
comes  in  the  scheme.  I  am  for  making  them  all  in  a  night's 
time ;  only  let  the  materials  be  provided  by  one  that  knows 
not  of  the  design,  or  that  can  keep  a  secret,  which  quality 
in  a  commander  is  next  to  courage  and  conduct,  and  in  some 


instances  may  supply  the  want  of  both.  Separate  your 
number  of  men,  those  that  can  best  imitate  the  war-whoop, 
&tc.,  of  the  Indians,  without  their  suspecting  any  special 
intention.  Let  them  be  brave  and  daring;  the  officer  be 
intrepid  and  enterprising,  and  that  will  give  the  example. 
Let  oiled  colours,  black  and  red,  with  brushes,  &.C.,  quan- 
tum sufficit,  be  prepared,  not  forgetting  blankets  and  earrings. 
I  mention  oiled  colours,  that  the  sweat  and  weather  may  not 
displace  them.  All  things  being  in  readiness,  and  the  whole 
a  secret  from  the  Army  and  Yorhers,  let  the  officer  propose 
it  as  a  sudden  thought,  urge  the  honour  they  will  gain,  and 
the  good  they  may  do,  then  lead  the  way,  by  stripping  into 
buff,  giving  himself  an  Indian  complexion,  fixing  on  the 
earrings,  &;c.  I  can  scarce  think  but  that,  if  he  is  beloved, 
his  men  will  do  likewise ;  and,  warmed  with  the  thouo-ht 
and  hope  of  success,  be  prepared  to  fall  upon  the  foreign- 
ers instantly,  before  these  can  gain  intelligence.  The  Ger- 
man  soldiers,  not  knowing  English,  will  not  understand  our 
people  should  they  have  occasion  to  speak  to  each  other, 
and  may  think  they  are  talking  Indian,  if  they  do  but  hol- 
low it  out  well  to  each  other.  Were  I  present,  and  in  the 
military,  should  be  a  volunteer  in  turning  Indian.  You  will 
possibly  smile  at  my  sitting  in  my  study  and  contriving  such 
a  scheme ;  and  may  be  reminded  of  what  the  French  Gene- 
ral said  to  the  Minister  of  State,  when  the  latter,  looking  over 
the  map,  and  giving  his  opinion,  pointed  with  his  finger  and 
said,  "  Here  you  will  cross  the  Rhine  and  penetrate  into  the 
country."  "  Yes  1  if  it  was  as  easy  for  me  to  execute  as 
for  you  to  point  out  the  passage."  Well,  then,  be  it  as  it 
will,  I  have  gained  something — matter  to  fill  up  my  paper, 
which,  in  a  time  of  dearth,  is  a  valuable  acquisition.  You 
have  already  got  all  the  news,  excepting  an  anecdote  or  two. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  had  the  fine  new  colours  of 
his  battalion  with  him,  and  finding  that  they  were  likely  to 
be  taken,  he  tore  or  cut  them  all  to  pieces  and  threw  them 
into  the  sea.  What  is  the  proper  punishment  to  be  inflicted 
on  him  for  thus  destroying  the  colours  ?  There  was  money 
on  board  to  pay  the  battalion,  which  he  has  secreted,  putting 
it  up  in  paper  like  pounds  of  snuff.  The  Council  will  go 
near  to  be  informed  of  it  to-day. 

I  have  been  longing  for  your  arrival,  but  shrewdly  sus- 
pect that  his  Excellency  will  neither  spare  you  nor  any  man 
of  worth  till  the  blow  has  been  struck.  Should  the  enemy 
be  obliged,  as  I  trust  will  be  the  case,  to  push  off  again  to 
sea,  then  I  expect  to  see  some  worthy  officer  coming  post- 
haste to  take  the  command. 

Don't  say  that  we  have  done  nothing  in  this  quarter  since 
you  left  us.  We  have  procured  seventy-five  tons  of  powder, 
besides  a  thousand  carbines,  &c.  We  have  caught  more  than 
four  hundred  clever  fellows  called  Highlanders,  in  company 
with  a  member  of  one  of  the  most  abandoned  houses  extant. 
We  have  secured  their  arms,  and  are  going  to  employ  many 
of  them  in  husbandry  and  other  works.  I  have  got  a  servant 
from  among  them ;  the  other  left  me,  designing,  I  apprehend, 
to  go  on  board,  but  was  caught,  and  is  in  Boston  jail. 

You  will  tell  me  that,  as  to  what  I  have  mentioned,  more 
thanks  to  Providence  than  any  exertions  of  ours.  So  say  I 
in  every  instance ;  and  I  am  more  and  more  convinced  that 
if  we  are  saved,  it  will  be  by  Providence. 

Have  you  read  Price  1    Hazard  should  have  lent  it  to 

you.     Adieu,  till  I  have  been  to  the  post  for  my  letter,  and 

then  I  may  possibly  have  somewhat  more  to  add ;  but  whether 

so  or  not,  you  will  be  sure  to  present  our  best  respects  to 

Mrs.  Gates,  &tc.,  &z,c. ;  and  believe  me  to  be  your  sincere 

friend  and  humble  servant,  „r  n 

'  William  Gordon. 

To  Major-General  Gates. 

Though  I  have  no  child,  yet  I  have  recollected  that  yott 
have  one,  and  but  one  ;  therefore  I  pray  you,  how  does  he  1 
Was  Lee  present,  he  would  be  ready  to  say,  that's  right,  for,, 
love  me,  love  my  dog !  Were  I  to  write  to  him  I  would 
inquire  after  his  dog. 

Monday  morning,  June  24,  1776. — Nothing  special ;  re 
joice  that  our  affairs  in  Canada  seem  to  be  mending.  ,  Let 
me  hear  from  you  soon. 

JOHN  BRADFORD  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Boston,  June  23,  177S. 

Gentlemen:  As  I  gave  you  an  account  by  last  post  of 
the  indisposition  of  Captain  Harding,  I  thought  it  my  duty. 
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and  it  gives  me  very  gfeat  pleasure,  to  acquaint  you  that  he 
is  so  well  recovered  tliat  yesterday  morning  lie  quitted  my 
house  before  any  of  the  family  were  up,  and  went  on  board 
his  brig,  then  at  Nantaskct ;  he  had  a  very  strong  impulse 
he  should  take  a  prize.  Yesterday,  ten  sail  of  transports  and 
a  frigate  appeared  off  our  harbour.  Captain  HanUng  is  out 
with  all  our  little  navy ;  and  as  the  transports  disappeared 
to-day,  we  are  apprehensive  they  got  some  intelligence,  and 
are  put  oft'.  I  suppose  the  brig  will  be  in  to-night;  and  so 
soon  as  Captain  Harding  can  know  the  contents  of  what 
the  three  vessels  had  on  board,  he  designs  to  return  home. 

The  prize  brig  being  on  the  rocks,  bilged,  rendei-s  it  dif- 
ficult to  get  out  her  cargo.  1  shall  be  able  to  make  a  I'eturn 
by  next  post  of  what  the  three  cargoes  consist ;  in  the  interim, 
i  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth,  gentlemen,  your 

most  obedient  humble  servant,  i         x, 

'  John  isRADFOKD. 

To  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull  and  Committee  of  Safety. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  CUMBERLAND,  NOVA-SCOTIA, 
JUNE  23,  1776. 

The  following  is  a  genuine  copy  of  an  inlistment  present- 
ed by  Mr.  Franklin  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  County,  in  order, 
as  he  said,  to  wipe  off  that  stain  of  disaffection  which  had 
been  represented  home  by  Governour  Legge.  Yet,  not- 
withstanding the  little  art  and  finesse  he  is  so  remarkable 
for,  he  has  not  been  able  to  gain  that  ascendency  over  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants  which  he  and  his  friends  expected. 
Were  it  not  other  motives  which  deterred  the  people  from 
signing,  the  view  which  Mr.  FranMyn  has  in  doing  it,  being 

'  so  obvious  to  the  least  impartial  penetration  acquainted  in 
our  Government,  would  prevent  every  honest  and  well- 
thinking  man  from  complying.  Franklin  and  his  friends 
gain  one  point,  and  himself  two;  first,  by  getting  this  inlist- 
ment signed,  he  may  prove  that  Mr.  Legge  has  made  a  false 
representation,  and,  in  this  convulsed  time,  must  be  very 
pernicious  to  the  interest  of  Britain.  By  this,  he  may  thi-ow 
Mr.  Legge  out  of  the  Government,  and  his  adherents  out  of 
business.  This  would  satisfy  the  revenge  long  looked  for 
by  Mr.  Lcgge's  just  administration  in  bringing  many  gross 
and  atrocious  offenders  to  justice  for  embezzling  the  publick 
moneys,  and  using  such  as  they  meant  for  ruling  in  a  partial 
and  despotick  sway,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  progress 
of  the  settlement  ever  since  Mr.  Howe  came.  Secondly, 
Mr.  Franklyn,  who  is  reduced,  in  a  manner,  to  a  state  of 
beggary,  and  being  too  well  known  for  his  dissimulation, 
cannot  gain  ground  in  proportion  ;  but,  no  emolument  arising, 
he  by  this  may  show  his  popularity  and  interest  in  favour  of 
Government,  (if  signed,)  and  get  himself  established,  with  his 
_,  regiment,  on  the  Government.  He  has  not  procured  above 
/  thirty  volunteers,  many  of  them  of  the  most  low  character, 
and  the  others  he  has  frightened,  having  declared  openly 
that  those  who  would  not  sign  shall  forfeit  their  interest.    In 

\  this  (should  he  accomplish  it)  he  will  get  his  desire,  as  he 
has  often  declared  that  he  hoped  to  see  the  day  when  an 
American  should  not  have  a  foot  in  Nova-Scotia. 


Province  o/Nova-Scotia,  ss: 
^  Whereas  this  his  Majesty's  Province  has  been,  and  is  now, 
/  threatened  with  an  invasion  from  the  neighbouring  Colonies 
by  certain  people  now  in  arms  against  his  Majesty's  present 
Government,  for  refusing  to  concur  with  them  in  disobe- 
\  dienc.e  to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  affordinir,  agree- 
able to  our  duty,  supplies  and  refreshments  to  his  Majesty's 
troops:  we  wish  it  to  be  known,  that,  however  unwilling 
we  should  be  to  shed  the  blood  of  our  American  country- 
men, we  must,  in  discharge  of  our  duty  to  God  and  the  Kino-, 
and  in  support  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  our  country, 
oppose  their  entry  into  this  Province,  and  any  and  every  of 
their  proceedings  therein,  where  their  coming  must  expose 
us  to  the  ruin  and  destiuction  of  our  property,  and  to  all  the 
ravages  and  horroui-s  of  a  civil  war ;  and  we  do  solemnly 
promise,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  to  bear  faithfullv 
true  allegiance  to  his  sacred  Majesty  George  the  Third,  and 
we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  and  ability,  support, 
maintain,  and  defend  his  crown  and  dignity  against  all 
traitorous  attempts  and  conspiracies  whatever ;  and  further- 
more, we,  inhabitants  of  the  township  of ,  do,  for 

the  purposes  aforesaid,  voluntarily  enrol  ourselves  in  a  com- 
pany of  Militia,  whereof is  to  be  our  Captain,  and 


are  to  be  our  Lieutenants,  in  the  volunteer  regiment 

of  Militia,  under  the  command  of  the  Honourable  Michael 
Franklyn,  Esq.,  on  condition,  nevertheless,  that  we  are  not 
on  any  occasion  whatever  to  serve  out  of  this  Colony,  nor 
arc  we  to  be  required  to  do  duty  in  consequence  of  this  en- 
listment but  in  case  of  an  actual  invasion  of  this  Province 
by  such  a  body  of  forces  as  may  make  it  necessary  to  aid 
and  support  the  King's  troops  stationed  in  this  Colony. 


TRANSYLVANIA    LANDS. 


In  Convention,  Virginia,  June  24,  1776. 

Whereas  divers  petitions  from  the  inhabitants  on  the  West- 
ern frontiers  have  been  presented  to  this  Convention,  com- 
plaining of  exorbitant  demands  made  on  tliern  for  Lands 
claimed  by  persons  pretending  to  derive  titles  from  Indian 
deeds  and  purchases : 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  actually  settled  on  any  of  the 
said  Lands  ought  to  hold  the  same,  without  paying  any 
pecuniary  or  other  consideration  whatever  to  any  private 
person  or  persons,  until  the  said  petitions,  as  well  as  the 
validity  of  the  titles  under  such  Indian  deeds  and  purchases, 
shall  have  been  considered  and  determined  on  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  this  country ;  and  that  all  persons  who  are  now 
actually  settled  on  any  unlocated  or  unappropriated  Lands 
in  Virginia,  to  which  there  is  no  other  just  claim,  shall  have 
the  pre-emption  or  preference  in  the  grants  of  such  Lands. 

Resolved,  That  no  purchases  of  Lands  within  the  charter- 
ed limits  of  Virginia  shall  be  made,  under  any  pretence 
whatever,  from  any  Indian  tribe  or  nation,  without  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

Edmund  Pendleton,  President. 


MARYLAND  CONVENTION  AND  GOVERNOUR  EDEN. 

In  Convention,  .Annapolis,  June  24,  1776. 

The  Letter  of  Captain  Montagu  and  o[  Robert  Eden,  Esq., 
of  this  day  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  were  laid  before  the  Con- 
vention.    And  in  confirmation  thereof. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  said  Captain  Montagu, 
by  detaining  several  servants  belonging  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Province,  and  by  refusing  to  deliver  up  a  soldier  who 
deserted  from  the  service  of  this  Colony,  hath  violated  the 
truce,  and  acted  in  manifest  violation  of  his  promise  to  pre- 
serve the  same  sacred. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  do  not  permit 
any  baggage  or  effects  belonging  to  Robert  Eden,  Esq.,  or 
any  other  on  board  the  Fowey,  to  be  carried  on  board  the 
said  ship,  and  to  take  care  that  all  communication  with  the 
said  ship  immediately  cease. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letters  of  Captain  Montagu  to  Ro- 
bert Eden,  Esq.,  of  yesterday,  and  the  several  Letters  from 
the  Council  of  Safety,  of  this  day,  to  Captain  Montagu  and 
Robert  Eden,  Esq.,  and  their  answers,  together  with  the 
above  Resolve  and  Order,  be  immediately  published. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes :  G.  Dovall,  Clerk. 

Fowey,  off  Annapolis,  Maryland,  June  23,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  the  happiness  to  acquaint  you  that  last  night 
I  arrived  here  with  his  Britannick  Majesty's  ship  the  Fowey 
under  my  command,  agreeable  to  an  order  from  Captain 
Hammond,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Roebuck,  and  senior 
officer  of  his  Majesty's  ships  at  Virginia.  And  in  conse- 
quence of  your  application  to  him,  I  iiave  hoisted  the  flag 
of  truce  at  my  foretopgallantmast-head,  to  show  that  I  am 
not  come  in  a  hostile  manner,  and  of  which  I  desire  you 
will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  inhabitants,  that  they  may 
not  offer  any  insults  to  my  officers  and  boats ;  and  on  my 
part  I  shall  hold  the  truce  most  sacred. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  every  accommo- 
dation the  Fowey  can  afford  is  at  your  and  your  friends'  ser- 
vice, and  that  my  boats  shall  be  ready  at  any  time  to  attend 
your  coming  off,  and  sent  for  your  property. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

George  Montagu. 
To  Robert  Eden,  Esq. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Annapolis,  June  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  Representations  have  been  made  to  the  Council  of 
Safety  this  morning,  by  Mr.  Samuel  Galloway  and  others, 
inhabitants  of  this  Province,  setting  forth  that  a  number  of 


1045 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  kc,  JUNE,  1776. 


1046 


white  servants,  belonging  to  the  several  persons  so  applying, 
had  run  away  from  the  service  of  their  masters.  VVe  are 
also  informed  that  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  this  Province 
had  deserted  from  Captain  Scott's  company. 

A  flag  is  sent  with  a  list  of  the  servants,  and  to  request  the 
delivery  of  them  and  of  the  soldier,  if  they  should  be  found 
on  board ;  and  if  they,  or  any  others,  should  hereafter  at- 
tempt to  get  on  board,  we  expect  they  will  not  be  received. 
We  are  authorized  by  the  Convention  to  say  that  the  people 
of  this  Province  will  strictly  observe  the  truce,  in  confidence 
that  Captain  Montagu  will  do  the  same. 

Bv  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
I  am  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Charles  Carroll,  V.  P. 
To  George  Montagu,  Esq. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Annapolis,  June  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  Application  having  been  made  this  morning  by  Mr. 
Samuel  Galloway  and  other  inhabitants  of  this  Province  to 
our  Board,  representing  diat  a  number  of  servants  bad  left 
their  masters,  a  list  of  which  we  send  you  enclosed,  and  that 
they  had  reason  to  believe  they  were  gone  on  board  the  ship 
of  war  or  tenders  now  at  anchor  in  the  road,  we  request  the 
favour  of  your  Excellency  to  interpose  your  good  offices  with 
Captain  Montagu  for  the  delivery  of  the  servants  to  their 
respective  masters,  if  they  should  be  found  on  board.  We 
are  authorized  by  the  Convention  to  say  that  the  people  of 
this  Province  will  strictly  observe  the  truce,  in  confidence 
that  Captain  Montagu  will  do  the  same. 

By  pjder  and  in  behalf  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

I  am,  with  respect  and  regard,  your  Excellency's  most 


obedient  humble  servant, 


Charles  Carroll,  V.  P. 


To  His  Excellency  Robert  Eden,  Esq. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety : 

The  Petition  of  Samuel  Galloway,  on  behalf  of  himself 
and  James  Cheston,  humbly  showeth  : 

That  on  Sunday  evening,  of  the  23d  instant,  Hugh  Job, 
a  tailor,  James  Brooke,  a  painter,  Robert  Skinner,  carver, 
John  Kelly,  a  gardener,  and  Thomas  Wilkinson,  a  waiting- 
man,  made  their  escape  from  your  petitioners'  house  at 
West  River,  in  a  batteau ;  and  that  your  petitioners  have 
great  reason  to  entertain  a  suspicion  that  they  have,  or  will 
endeavour,  to  get  on  board  the  Fowey  ship  of  war,  now 
lying  off  this  city.  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  pray 
this  honourable  Board  that  they  will  immediately  take  such 
steps  as  they  shall  think  most  proper  for  the  apprehension 
of  the  above-mentioned  servants ;  and  your  petitioners,  as  in 

duty  bound,  will  ever  pray.  ^  r> 

•'  *^    ■'  Samuel  Galloway. 

June  24,  1776. 

Fowey,  off  Annapolis,  June  24,  1776. 

Sir:  It  is  my  wish,  in  every  respect,  inviolably  to  pre- 
serve the  truce  under  which  his  Majesty's  ship  Fowey  came 
up  this  bay  for  his  Excellency  your  Governour;  and  as 
soon  as  his  effects  are  all  on  board — which  I  expect  them 
to  be  to-morrow  morning — the  Fowey  will  return  to  the 
fleet,  without  committing  any  hostility,  if  his  Majesty's  co- 
lours receive  no  insult. 

With^egard  to  the  servants  for  whose  return  you  apply, 
my  instructions  prohibit  my  discharging  them,  to  suffer,  per- 
haps, a  severe  and  ignominious  servitude ;  nor  is  it  in  my 
power  to  deliver  up  any  subjects  of  his  Majesty  who  em- 
brace his  service,  and  risk  their  lives  in  seizing  an  opportu- 
nity for  that  purpose. 

The  orders  to  his  Majesty's  ships  are  peremptory,  to  re- 
ceive all  persons  well-affected,  and  give  them  every  protec- 
tion. Such  boats  alongside  this  ship  as  are  the  property  of 
any  inhabitants  of  Maryland  shall,  under  the  tmce,  be  im- 
mediately restored  to  the  persons  claiming  them.  I  intended 
to  have  had  them  landed  this  evening.  I  hope  that  no 
obstruction  will  be  given  to  the  remainder  of  Governour 
Eden's  baggage,  and  that  of  the  gentlemen  going  down  with 
him  being  immediately  put  on  board,  as  I  have  orders  to  pro- 
ceed down  the  bay  as  soon  as  that  service,  which  brought 
me  up,  is  completed.     I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

George  Montagu. 
To  Charles  Carroll,  Esq. 


His  Majesty's  Ship  Fowey,  June  24, 1776. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  by  Captain  Stone,  which 
I  have  just  received,  relative  to  the  application  made  by  Mr. 
Galloivay  and  others,  on  account  of  some  runaway  servants, 
I  can  only  say  thr.t  Captain  Montagu's  orders  "  to  receive 
on  board,  and  give  protection  to,  all  British  well-affected 
subjects,"  are  positive,  and  that  he  does  not  consider  it  in 
his  power,  consistently  with  those  orders,  to  comply  with 
your  request. 

He  says  you  cannot  consider  this  refusal  any  violation  of 
the  trace  ;  that  the  Fowey  has  not,  and  will  not,  receive  any 
runaway  slaves  on  board ;  that  he  is  bound  by,  and  must 
follow,  his  instructions;  that  all  vessels  belonging  to  this 
place  now  alongside  he  intends  giving  up ;  and  that  he  has 
never  sent  ashore  to  bring  servants  off,  or  encourage  desert- 
ers. I  can  add  no  more  than  that  every  exertion  of  my 
interest  or  interposition  on  this  subject  must  prove  ineffectual 
against  the  King's  orders. 

I  hope  we  shall  get  away  to-morrow,  and  not  be  delayed 
by  any  obstruction  to  the  baggage  or  stock  of  the  gentlemen 
here  as  yet  not  brought  off. 

Wishing  peace  and  prosperity  to  the  Province  on  consti- 
tutional principles,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Robert  Eden. 
To  Charles  Carroll,  Esq.,  Barrister,  V.  P.  of  the  Council 

of  Safety,  Annapolis. 

Fowey,  off  Annapolis,  June  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  waiting  all  this  day  for  the  return  of 
the  boat  with  the  remainder  of  the  Governour's  baggage, 
but,  to  my  great  astonishment,  perceive  the  boat  is  still  along- 
side of  the  wharf;  and  as  I  yesterday  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Carroll,  on  behalf  of  your  Board,  am  apprehensive  she 
is  detained.  If  that  is  the  case,  it  will  break  off  the  truce 
that  is  now  subsisting  between  his  Majesty's  ship  under  my 
command  and  the  Province  of  Maryland.  I  desire  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  let  me  know  the  reason  of  this  delay 
of  the  boat,  that  I  may  take  my  measures  accordingly;  and 
desire  that  his  Majesty's  boat,  now  sent  on  shore,  will  return 
with  an  immediate  answer. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

George  Montagu. 
To  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Annapolis,  June  25,  1776. 
Sir:  By  command  of  the  Convention  I  enclose  you  their 
resolution  of  yesterday,  which  expresses  the  occasion  of  dis- 
continuing an  intercourse  with  the  Fowey,  which  was  wished 
and  expected  to  have  ended  more  satisfactorily.*  Any  mea- 
sures that  may  be  attempted  for  the  ostensible  cause  of  stop- 
ping the  Governour's  barge,  must  properly  be  imputed  to 
your  breach  of  the  truce,  and  will  be  resented  in  full  propor- 
tion to  the  injury. 

For  and  on  behalf  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Dan.  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Pres't. 
To  George  Montagu,  Esq. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  CAPTAIN  BEALL. 

[No.  38.]  Annapolis,  June  24,  1776. 

Sir:  We  are  directed  by  the  Convention  to  inform  you 
that  Captain  Montagu,  of  the  Fowey  ship  of  war,  has  broke 
the  truce,  that  you  may  be-  prepared  to  repel  any  violence 
which  he  may  offer  on  his  passage  down  the  bay,  or  at- 
tempts to  procure  provisions. 
We  are,  Sic. 

To  Captain  Rezin  Beall. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  COLONEL  MATTHEWS. 
[No.  39.]  Annapolis,  June  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  Captain  Speake,  of  the  schooner  John,  has  informed 
us  that  you  have  been  so  kind  as  to  appoint  a  guard  over 
the  powder  and  other  articles  imported  into  Accomack 
County  for  the  use  of  this  Province;  for  which  we  return 
our  thanks,  and  hope  you  will  continue  your  good  offices 

*  Wednesday,  June  86,  about  noon,  the  Fowey  hoisted  sail,  and  went 
down  the  bay. 
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in  the  care  thereof,  until  these  articles  are  removed,  which 
we  have  given  orders  to  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  are,  &c. 
To  Colonel  Matthews,  of  Virginia. 

MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF    SAFETY  TO  CAPTAIN  NICHOLSON. 
[No.  40.]  Annapolis,  June  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  Captain  Montagu,  of  the  Fowey  ship  of  war,  has 
broke  the  truce,  and  we  are  directed  by  the  Convention, 
who  have  information  of  your  being  on  your  passage  from 
Baltimore  hither,  to  apprize  you  of  it,  that  you  may  take 
such  measures  as  you  may  think  prudent  and  necessary  to 
guard  against  falling  into  his  hands.     We  are,  &ic. 

To  Captain  James  Nicholson, 

MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO   CAPTAIN    NICHOLSON. 

[Na  41.]  Annapolis,  June  24,  1776. 

Sir:  Captain  Montagu,  of  the  Fowey  ship  of  war,  has 
broke  the  truce,  and  we  are  directed  by  the  Convention  to 
apprize  you  of  it,  and  send  you  the  enclosed  resolve,  which 
you  will  conduct  yourself  agreeable  to. 

We  are,  &.c. 
To  Captain  James  Nicholson. 


MARYLAND    CONVENTION. 

In  Convention,  June  25,  1776. 

This  Convention  being  informed  that  Writs  of  Election 
have  been  issued  in  the  name  of  the  Proprietary,  for  the 
election  of  Delegates  in  Assembly : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Writs  be  not  obeyed,  and  that 
no  election  be  made  in  consequence  thereof. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes :  ^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^j^^ 

TO   THE    PEOPLE    OF    PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Tories  have  at  length  occupied  their  last  post.  They 
now  acknowledge  that  Independence  is  inevitable,  but  en- 
deavour to  persuade  us  that  a  formal  declaration  of  it  is 
unnecessary,  and  that  we  are  already  as  independent  as  we 
can  be  of  the  Crown  of  Britain.  It  is  in  vain  to  urge  the 
advantages  we  shall  derive  in  forming  foreign  alliances  from 
an  immediate  declaration  of  independence.  The  campaign, 
they  tell  us,  is  commenced,  and  France  cannot  receive  our 
manifesto  time  enough  to  help  us  before  the  next  year.  Be 
not  terrified,  ye  poor  creatures,  with  a  word,  nor  put  off  the 
day  any  longer  that  is  to  exalt  you  to  the  rank  of  men. 
Your  posterity  will  look  upon  it  as  the  birth-day  of  perma- 
nent liberty  to  this  country. 

Should  an  immediate  declaration  of  independence  take 
place,  we  shall  then  only  have  crossed  the  Red  Sea  of  our 
difficulties.  A  wilderness  will  still  be  before  us.  We  have 
been  enslaved  with  European  ideas,  manners,  and  laws. 
Hereditary  right  to  power,  titles,  excise  laws,  &c.,  must  all 
be  laid  in  the  dust  before  we  can  expect  to  establish  or  reap 
the  fruits  of  good  Government  in  the  Colonies. 

You  will  be  in  danger,  my  dear  countrymen,  from  men 
who  wish  and  aim  to  unite  the  present  contending  parties  in 
our  Province.  Where  men  agree  in  an  object,  but  differ 
only  in  the  means  of  obtaining  it,  there  it  is  proper  to  recon- 
cile them  to  each  other ;  and  whether  pains  are  taken  or  not 
for  this  purpose,  a  coalition  will  always  take  place  sooner 
or  later  between  them.  Many  people  who  signed  the  Re- 
monstrance, in  a  few  years  will  embrace  the  present  advo- 
cates for  a  free  and  independent  Government  in  their  arms, 
and  execrate  tiie  men  who  handed  it  to  them.  These  peo- 
ple love  liberty.  They  have  only  committed  a  mistake  in 
the  means  of  establishing  it  on  a  permanent  foundation. 
Avoid  only,  my  countrymen,  a  union  with  Tories  and  Crown- 
officers,  who  have  shown  themselves  inimical  to  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Congress.  Some  of  them  will  probably  soon 
begin  to  bellow  for  independence.  But  be  not  deceived. 
They  have  delayed  their  repentance  till  the  orders  were 
given  to  drive  away  the  cart.  It  is  now  too  late  for  them 
to  liope  for  a  reprieve.  They  aim  only  to  be  continued  in 
office.  Remember  the  conduct  of  Queen  Anne^s  Tory  Mi- 
nistrj',  who  attempted  to  bring  the  Stuart  family  to  the  throne 
near  thirty  years  after  they  were  expelled  from  it. 

I  would  by  no  means  exclude  men  of  property  from  the 


confidence  of  the  people,  provided  they  possess  understand- 
ing, integrity,  and  publick  spirit.  But  always  remember 
that  they  derive  no  right  to  power  from  their  wealth ;  and 
that  a  freeman  worth  only  fifty  pounds  is  entitled,  by  the 
laws  of  our  Province,  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  first  nabob 
in  the  country.  Remember  the  influence  of  wealth  upon 
the  morals  and  principles  of  mankind.  Recollect  how  often 
you  have  heard  the  first  principles  of  Government  subverted 
by  the  calls  of  Cato,  and  other  Catalines,  to  make  wav  for 
men  of  fortune  to  declare  their  sentiments  upon  the  subject 
of  independence ;  as  if  a  minority  of  rich  men  were  to  go- 
vern the  majority  of  virtuous  freeholders  in  the  Province, 
Honour,  liberty,  and  life,  (and  these  are  the  common  por- 
tions of  every  freeman  in  Fcnnsylvania,)  are  worth  all  the 
wealth  in  the  world.  A  Watchman. 

Philadelphia,  June  24,  1776. 


PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS    TO    CONVENTION  OF  NEW-JERSEY. 

Philadelphia,  June  24,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  favour  respecting  the  proper  mea- 
sures to  be  taken  with  your  late  Governour,  William  Frank- 
lin, Esq.,  came  to  hand  on  Saturday,  the  22d  instant ;  but 
as  the  Congress  did  not  sit  on  that  day,  I  could  not  lay  it 
before  them  till  Monday. 

I  now  do  myself  the  honour  of  enclosing  to  you  the  re- 
solves of  Congress,  which  they  have  this  day  passed  with 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  him.  You  will  there  perceive 
the  Congress  have  directed  him  to  be  sent  to  Connecticut 
under  a  guard.  I  shall  write  to  Governour  Trumbull  to 
treat  him  as  a  prisoner,  should  he  refuse  to  give  his  parole  in 
writing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 
and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  New-Jersey. 

P.  S.  The  other  resolves  herewith  sent  are  of  such  a 
nature  that  no  arguments  are  necessary  to  enforce  them. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  attend  to  them  as  soon  as  possible. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL.      . 

Philadelphia,  June  24,  1776. 

Honourable  Sir  :  The  Convention  o[ New- Jersey  having 
declared  their  late  Governour,  William  Franklin,  Esquire, 
a  virulent  enemy  to  the  United  Colonies,  and  that  he  be 
confined  in  such  place  and  manner  as  the  Continental  Con- 
gress shall  direct,  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting 
you  the  enclosed  resolutions  with  respect  to  him. 

Should  he  give  his  parole  in  writing,  you  will  in  that  case 
be  pleased  to  send  him  to  any  part  of  the  Colony  which 
you  shall  judge  most  proper ;  but  should  he  refuse  to  give 
his  parole  in  writing,  I  am  to  request  you  will  proceed 
against  him  agreeably  to  the  resolves  of  Congress  relative  to 
prisoners  in  that  predicament. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant,  i         u  d      -j    ^ 

■'  '  John  Hancock,  rresident. 

To  the  Hon.  Governour  Trumbull,  Connecticut. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Board  of  War  appointed  by  the 
Honourable  Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia: 

The  Memorial  of  Captain  Elisha  Painter,  wherein  your 
Honours'  Memorialist  begs  leave  humbly  to  state  and 
show  : 

That  before  the  important  dispute  between  England  and 
these  Colonies  arose  so  high  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  take 
up  arms  in  defence  of  American  liberty,  he  examined  the 
nature  of  the  dispute,  and  thereby  found  the  cause  we  are 
now  fighting  in  defence  of  to  be  righteous  and  just ;  on  which 
your  Honours'  Memorialist,  being  fired  with  a  due  propor- 
tion of  zeal,  formed  a  resolution  (if  occasion  should  require) 
to  contribute  the  small  mite  of  his  assistance  to  the  utmost 
of  his  endeavour  to  defend  the  darling  rights  and  liberties  of 
America,  rather  than  to  have  them  fall  a  prey  to  the  ravages 
of  a  cruel  and  tyrannical  Ministry;  being  thus  established, 
he  held  himself  in  readiness  to  throw  by  all  other  affairs  and 
join  the  friends  of  America  in  opposition  to  the  enemies  of 
it ;  but  being  from  home  when  the  alarm  came  from  Lex- 
ington, went  not  to  their  assistance.    The  next  call  for  assist- 
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ance  was  to  Ticonderoga,  on  which  your  Honours'  Memo- 
rialist immediately  set  out. 

Left  home  the  16th  clay  o(May,  1775;  went  up  with  a 
number  of  other  men  as  a  volunteer ;  was  put  directly  into 
command  of  the  working  party  of  meciianicks ;  was  appoint- 
ed as  a  captain  and  commander  of  all  in  that  business  at 
and  about  Ticonderoga,  for  which  the  commanding  officer 
of  that  place  gave  a  warrant,  dated  June  1st,  1775.  Your 
Honours'  Memorialist  continued  in  that  business  until  the 
date  of  his  appointment  and  warrant  to  command  a  com- 
pany in  Colonel  James  Easton's  Regiment,  which  was  the 
1st  of  Jtdy  then  next ;  the  company  inlisted  for  six  months 
from  and  after  the  said  1st  oi  July,  which  time  expired  the 
last  day  of  December  then  following ;  from  which  time  his 
appointment  as  a  Captain  also  in  General  JVooster^s  Regi- 
ment takes  place  and  to  continue  to  the  15th  o(  April,  1776, 
at  which  time  the  Army  being  in  so  weak  and  precarious  a 
state  that  your  Honours'  Memorialist  and  his  company  could 
not  be  spared,  the  men  were  prevailed  with  to  tarry  till  the 
recruits  came  to  relieve  them,  which  we  did  ;  and  then  your 
Honours'  Memorialist  got  a  pass,  and  his  men  a  discharge, 
to  go  home,  and  left  Canada  since  the  middle  oi  May ;  and 
now  your  Honours'  Memorialist  hath  arrived  at  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  hopes  to  be  heard  and  considered  by  your 
Honours,  to  whom  he  begs  leave  further  to  observe,  that  it 
is  now  going  on  fourteen  months  since  your  Honours'  Me- 
morialist left  home  ;  and  that  he  hath  been  during  the  whole 
time  wading  through  the  extreme  hardships  and  fatigues  of 
the  Northern  service,  which  not  being  able  to  describe,  shall 
not  mention  any,  except  a  few  of  the  fatigues  of  your  Ho- 
nours' Memorialist,  which  was  attended  with  success,  viz : 
A  long  and  tedious  siege  in  the  cold,  the  wet,  the  mud  and 
mire  at  St.  Johns,  which  your  Honours'  Memorialist  endured 
until  a  few  days  before  the  garrison  gave  up  ;  at  which  time 
your  Honours'  Memorialist  was  ordered  off  with  a  small 
party  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Easion,  to  go  and  meet 
a  large  party  commanded  by  Colonel  Maclean,  coming  up 
the  river  Sorel  for  the  relief  of  S.  Johns  :  we  met  them  and 
drove  them  back ;  they  got  on  board  their  vessels  lying  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Sorel,  viz  :  one  large  snow  of  twenty- 
six  guns,  two  schooners,  and  one  small  sloop,  against  which 
we  raised  a  battery  in  the  night  and  drove  them  down  the 
river,  with  the  loss  of  a  number  of  their  men  and  more 
wounded.  All  this  was  not  done  without  much  fatigue;  but 
we  have  not  done  yet.  Now  comes  an  express  from  General 
Montgomery,  near  Montreal,  to  look  out  sharp,  as  General 
Carleton  and  General  Prescott  were  coming  down  the  river 
with  a  fleet  of  eleven  sail,  and  three  or  four  hundred  men 
on  board ;  we  discovered  them,  went  and  met  them,  raised 
a  battery,  and  drove  them  up  the  river  again  ;  we  then  fol- 
lowed them,  dragging  our  cannon  with  us ;  built  a  battery 
in  a  snow-storm,  the  thicket  of  which  secured  us  from  their 
sight,  and  thereby  from  their  shot ;  we  drove  them  still 
farther  up  the  river,  killed  one  man,  and  shattered  the  ves- 
sels; and  thus  by  our  fatigues  day  and  night  in  building 
batteries,  Sic,  up  and  down  the  river,  harassed  the  enemy 
to  that  degree  that  we  finally  took  them,  with  a  large  quantity 
of  provision,  consisting  of  several  hundred  firkins  of  butter, 
fifteen  hundred  barrels  of  pork  and  flour,  &;c.,  without  which 
our  Army  must  have  either  abandoned  Canada,  or  perished 
there  before  any  provision  arrived  this  spring.  But  not  to  be 
tedious  with  your  Honours,  will  recite  no  more  of  the  suc- 
cessful fatigues,  and  entirely  omit  the  unsuccessful  ones. 

Your  Honours'  Memorialist  begs  leave  to  observe  that  he 
.  hath  served  during  the  whole  time  in  the  capacity  of  a 
Captain,  studying  the  good  of  the  service,  and  applying  di- 
ligently to  the  duties  of  the  same ;  hath  never  applied  or 
asked  to  be  raised  to  a  higher  station,  though  many  others 
have  come  home,  applied,  and  got  promotion,  younger  in 
office,  and,  it  may  be,  not  more  deserving,  who  left  the  danger 
and  burden  on  the  shoulders  of  the  small  number  of  those 
who  tarried  in  Canada,  to  bear  it  as  they  could.  Your 
Honours'  Memorialist  would  not  apply  for  unmerited  promo- 
tion. If  throwing  by  all  concerns  at  home,  entering  the 
Northern  climate  at  such  a  vast  distance,  encountering  so 
many,  so  long  and  continued  a  series  of  hardships,  of  more 
than  thirteen  months'  continuance ;  if  taking  and  keeping 
those  parts  of  Canada,  and  the  effects  thereof,  (which  your 
Honours'  Memorialist  gave  his  persevering  assistance  to  ac- 
complish,) doth  not  merit  promotion,  he  asks  it  not ;  but  if 
your  Honours  should  think  that  what  your  Honours'  Memo- 


rialist hath  done  and  gone  through  is  worthy  of  notice,  he 
doubts  not  but  your  Honours  will  consider  the  matter,  and 
hopes  your  Honours  will  provide  for  him  in  some  rank  or 
other,  as  he  is  now  unprovided  for  in  the  Army,  and  is  de- 
sirous to  continue  in  the  service ;  and  as  a  considerable 
number  of  those  men  who  have  returned  from  the  Northern 
Army  are  very  desirous  to  engage  under  the  command  of 
your  Honours'  Memorialist,  after  they  had  made  a  visit  to 
their  friends,  for  which  and  other  reasons  your  Honours' 
Memorialist  begs  leave  to  move  that  your  Honours  would 
give  him  orders  to  inlist  two  or  three  hundred  men  to  con- 
tinue in  the  service  during  the  war,  or  for  a  limited  time,  as 
your  Honours  shall  think  best ;  and  that  the  Memorialist 
have  orders  to  appoint  officers  for  said  men,  of  those  who 
have  served  in  the  Northern  Department,  and  are  now  un- 
provided for  in  the  Army  by  any  of  the  Colonies.  And 
your  Honours'  Memorialist  will  engage  that  he  will  not  ap- 
point any  more  officers  than  will  be  necessary  for  the  men 
who  shall  actually  inlist,  and  that  the  wages  of  your  Honours' 
Memorialist,  and  the  wages  of  the  other  officers  together, 
shall  not  amount  to  more  than  a  proportion  with  the  regi- 
ments already  raised,  according  to  the  number  of  men  really 
inlisted  under  your  Honours'  Memorialist.  And  your  Ho- 
nours' Memorialist  begs  to  observe,  that  if  your  Honours 
should  give  him  the  small  command  above-mentioned,  that 
he  would  be  well  suited  if  his  detachment  should  be  made 
independent  of  any  regiment,  if  your  Honours  should  think 
it  best ;  but  if  not,  your  Honours'  Memorialist  will  stand 
ready  cheerfully  to  attend  your  Honours'  directions  to  join 
any  other  regiment  which  your  Honours  shall  order ;  which 
your  Honours'  Memorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever 

"    ^'  Elisha  Painter. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Board  of  War  sitting  in  Phila- 
delphia: 
The  Petition  of  Captain  Elisha  Painter  : 
Who  begs  leave  herein  humbly  to  show,  that  he  was 
appointed  a  Captain  in  a  Regiment  commanded  by  Colonel 
James  Easton  in  the  Northern  Army ;  which  appointment, 
with  a  warrant  for  a  commission,  was  dated  July  1st,  1775, 
for  six  months'  service,  which  expired  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember then  next ;  which  service  your  Honours'  petitioner 
faithfully  performed  in  the  above-said  capacity ;  but  being 
neglected  as  other  officers  in  general  in  said  army  were, 
hath  had  no  commission.  But  as  he  is  now  returned  from 
said  army,. and  thinks  a  commission  maybe  of  future  service 
to  him,  prays  your  Honours  that  he  (your  Honours'  petitioner) 
may  have  a  commission  given  him,  bearing  equal  date  with 
the  above-said  appointment.  Your  Honours'  petitioner  would 
beg  leave  further  to  show,  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  above- 
said  term  in  Colonel  Easton's  Regiment,  his  appointment  for 
a  Captain  in  General  Wooster's  Regiment  took  place,  which 
bears  date  January  1st,  1776,  and  in  which  station  your 
Honours'  petitioner  again  faithfully  served  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  said  regiment,  for  which  your  Honours'  petitioner 
begs  your  Honours  would  give  him  another  commission, 
bearing  equal  date  with  the  last  said  appointment ;  which,  as 
in  duty  bound,  your  Honours'  petitioner  shall  ever  pray. 

Elisha  Painter. 

Dated  at  Philadelphia,  June  24,  1776. 


CHARLES    THOMSON   TO   RICHARD    PETERS,    JUN. 

Philadelphia,  June  24,  177C. 

Sir  :  I  have  it  in  command  to  request  you  would  please 
to  send  me  what  publick  letters  are  in  your  office,  that  they 
may  be  transmitted.  Please  to  examine  whether  you  have 
not  among  the  letters  one  from  Brigadier-General  Arnold, 
of  the  27th  of  May,  with  a  cartel  for  exchange  of  prisoners 
entered  into  between  him  and  Captain  Forster. 

1  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec.  of  Con. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq. 


WILLIAM  WHIPPLE    TO    JOHN    LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  June  24,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  two  favours  of  the  10th  instant,  one 
dated  at  Boston  and  the  other  at  Portsmouth,  came  duly 
to  hand.     1  informed  you  in  my  last,  which  went  by  Satur- 
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(lay's  post,  that  the  Marine  Committee  desire  you  would  ship 
your  men  so  soon  as  you  can.  They  also  direct  me  to  de- 
sire you  will  provide  six  months'  wet  provisions  and  four 
months'  dry  ;  this  stock  to  be  kept  good.  You  will  apply 
to  the  Commissary  at  Boston  for  the  provisions  (that  is, 
beef,  pork,  and  bread  or  flour)  he  has  orders  to  sup[)ly  you. 
As  for  guns,  that  matter  remains  as  when  I  wrote  you  last. 
I  cannot  prevail  with  Governour  Hopkins  to  consent  to  part 
with  those  at  Providence.  I  tell  him  your  ship  will  make 
a  cruise  of  three  months,  if  she  has  guns,  before  either  of 
the  Vrovidence  ships  can  be  got  to  sea  ;  but  he  insists  that 
those  ships  are  as  forward  as  yours.  I  believe  the  guns 
must  go  from  hence.  There  is  a  probability  that  enough 
for  one  shi^  will  be  in  town  in  about  ten  days,  and  you  may 
depend  I  shall  exert  every  nerve  to  get  the  6rst  for  the 
Raleigh. 

I  am  just  come  from  the  Committee,  and  have  once  more 
got  their  unanimous  consent  to  nominate  you  for  agent.  I 
think  there  is  no  doubt  but  you  will  be  appointed,  but  be- 
lieve it  will  be  in  expectation  that  you  resign  your  seat  in 
Congress,  which  I  have  assured  all  the  members  that  1  have 
mentioned  the  matter  to,  that  you  were  determined  on.  In 
return  for  my  exertions  in  this  matter,  I  think  I  have  a  right 
to  expect  that  you  will  use  your  endeavours  to  get  a  good 
man  appointed  in  your  stead  to  come  here.  I  suppose  a  list 
of  the  officers  are  on  the  way  here.  I  shall  despatch  them 
as  soon  as  they  arrive. 

There  has  been  a  most  hellish  conspiracy  at  New-York. 
We  have  not  the  particulars  of  it  yet;  but,  by  the  best  in- 
formation I  can  get,  the  plan  was  to  assassinate  the  General, 
blow  up  the  magazine,  and  spike  the  cannon.  This  was  to 
be  done  on  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  it  is  supposed;  how- 
ever, there  is  a  full  discovery  of  the  whole  plot,  and  a  con- 
siderable number  (say  thirty  or  forty)  of  the  infernal  villains 
seized,  and  I  hope  justice  will  be  done  to  them. 

Governour  Franklin  is  seized  by  the  Convention  of  New- 
Jersey,  and  is  to  be  confined  in  Connecticut.  The  middle 
Colonies  are  getting  in  a  good  way.  Next  Monday  being 
the  1st  of  July,  the  grand  question  is  to  be  debated,  and 
I  believe  determined  unanimously.  May  God  unite  our 
hearts  in  all  things  that  tend  to  the  well-being  of  the  rising 
empire. 

Yours,  very  sincerely,  ^^^^^^^  Whipple. 

To  John  Langdon,  Elsq. 

Colonel  Bartlett  desires  his  regards,  but  is  too  lazy  to 
write. 


BEBGEN   COUNTY    (nEW-JEKSEt)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Ber- 
gen, held  at  New-Bridge,  the  24th  day  o^  June,  1776,  the 
Resolutions  of  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 
Jersey,  of  the  14th  instant,  directing  a  mode  for  raising  three 
thousand  three  hundred  men  in  this  Province  for  reinforcing 
the  Army  at  New-  York,  being  under  consideration  : 

1st,  Resolved,  That  this  Committee  will  cheerfully  and 
zealously  assist  the  officers  in  raising  and  equipping  the 
quota  of  men  for  this  County ;  and  we  do  most  earnestly 
recommend  to  the  several  Committees  of  the  County  that 
they  exert  themselves  in  aiding  and  assisting  the  officere  ap- 
pointed on  that  detachment,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power. 

2d,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Com- 
mittees, and  especially  to  the  Committee  for  the  Precinct 
of  Bergen,  that  they  be  careful  and  diligent  in  watching 
the  motions  of  the  enemy  by  sea  and  land,  and  to  give  no- 
tice immediately  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington, 
or  to  the  commander  of  any  body  of  troops  who  may  be 
stationed  in  their  vicinity. 

3dly,  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Committee  to 
promote  harmony  among  the  people  of  this  country,  both  by 
their  influence  and  example,  the  better  to  enable  us  to  exert 
our  utmost  power  in  the  great  cause  of  America,  and  in  the 
present  dangerous  and  critical  juncture.  And  we  most 
earnestly  recommend  to  the  good  people  of  this  County, 
that  they  aid  and  assist  the  families  of  those  brave  men  who 
are  necessarily  abroad  in  defence  of  their  country,  in  getting 
in  their  harvest,  that  their  wives  and  families  may  not  suffer 
by  their  absence. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Daniel  Smith,  Chairman. 


JOSEPH    TRUMBULL    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  June  24,  1776. 
Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  22d  instant,  enclosing  resolves  of 
Congress  respecting  the  supply  of  the  troops  in  Canada,  is 
just  received,  and  shall  be  duly  attended  to.  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  your  leisure  will  per- 
mit. 

In  the  mean  time,  and  ever,  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most 

obedient,  humble  servant,  ■,  „ 

Joseph  Irumbull. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


INSTRUCTIONS    TO   MAJOR-GENERAL    GATES. 

Sir  :  The  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  reposing 
the  greatest  confidence  in  your  wisdom  and  experience,  have 
directed  me  to  appoint  you  to  the  very  important  command 
of  the  troops  of  the  United  Colonies  in  Canada,  with  a 
power  to  appoint  a  Deputy  Adjutant-General,  a  Deputy 
Quartermaster-General,  a  Deputy  Mustermaster-General, 
and  such  other  Officers  as  you  shall  find  necessary  for  the 
good  of  the  service.  You  are  also  empowered  to  fill  up 
all  vacancies  in  the  Army  in  Canada,  and  notify  the  same  to 
Congress  for  their  approbation.  You  are  also  authorized, 
until  the  1st  of  October  next,  to  suspend  any  officers  and 
fill  up  all  vacancies,  transmitting  to  the  honourable  Congress 
such  order  and  suspension,  giving  your  reasons  therefor,  and 
specifying  the  special  charge  made  against  such  officer. 

You  are  directed,  previous  to  your  departure,  to  consult 
with  the  Commissary-General,  and  concert  with  him  the 
most  effectual  measures  for  continuing  proper  supplies  of 
provisions  for  that  department. 

You  are  in  like  manner  to  consult  with  Colonel  Knox 
about  the  artillery  which  may  be  wanted,  and  what  may 
probably  be  procured  there,  and  whether  any  brass  or  iron 
field-pieces  can  be  spared  from  hence  for  that  service. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  Albany  you  will  consult  with  Gene- 
ral Schuyler  with  respect  to  the  present  state  of  provisions, 
stores,  &.C.,  and  fix  upon  some  certain  means  of  forwarding 
the  regular  supplies  in  future  from  that  place.  At  the  same 
time  endeavour  to  learn  whether  supplies  heretofore  sent 
have  not  reached  that  department,  and  by  what  means  such 
failures  have  happened,  that  a  proper  remedy  may  be  pro- 
vided. From  General  Schuyler  you  will  also  receive  such 
advice  and  information  respecting  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign as  may  be  useful  and  necessary. 

You  are  to  direct  all  the  General  Officers,  Deputy  Quar- 
termaster-General, local  Commissaries,  Paymaster  in  Cana- 
da, and  all  other  persons  there  or  on  the  communication, 
without  delay  to  render  their  accounts,  and  settle  them ; 
no  General  Officer  on  such  settlement  receiving  pay  as 
Colonel  of  a  Regiment,  or  any  Field  Officer  as  Captain  of  a 
Company. 

Upon  your  taking  command  of  the  troops,  you  will  give 
particular  orders,  agreeable  to  a  rule  of  Congress,  that  no 
officer  suttle  or  sell  to  the  soldiei's,  on  penalty  of  being  fined 
one  month's  pay  and  dismissed  the  service  with  infamy. 

That  all  sales  of  arms,  clothing,  ammunition,  and  accou- 
trements, made  by  soldiers,  are  to  be  deemed  void.  That 
the  baggage  of  officers  and  soldiers  is  hereafter  to  be  regula- 
ted conformably  to  the  rules  of  the  British  Armies. 

By  a  like  resolve,  no  troops  in  Canada  are  to  be  dis- 
banded there ;  but  all  soldiers  in  that  country  ordered  to  be 
disbanded,  or  whose  times  of  inlistment  being  expired,  shall 
refuse  to  reinlist,  shall  be  sent  under  proper  officei-s  to  Ti- 
conderoga,  or  such  other  posts  on  the  lakes  as  you  shall 
direct,  where  they  are  to  be  mustered,  and  the  arms,  ac- 
coutrements, blankets  and  utensils,  which  they  may  have 
belonging  to  the  publick, shall  be  delivered  up  and  deposited 
in  the  publick  store. 

You  will  as  soon  as  possible  make  as  accurate  a  return 
as  you  can  procure  of  the  troops,  artillery,  arms,  ammu- 
nition, provisions,  and  stores,  which  you  find  in  Canada,  or 
upon  the  communication  with  Albany,  distinguishing  where 
stationed  and  in  what  magazines ;  and  if  possible  transmit 
such  a  return  to  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  and 
to  me  once  a  fortnight. 

The  distance  of  the  scene,  and  the  frequent  changes 
which  have  happened  in  the  state  of  our  affairs  in  Canada, 
do  not  allow  me  to  be  more  pai'ticular  in  my  instructions. 

The  command  is  important,  the  service  difficult  but 
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honourable ;  and  I  most  devoutly  pray  that  Providence  may 

crown  your  arms  with  abundant  success. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters,  New-York, 

June  24.  1776.  /-,   ,,r 

G.  Washington. 


GENERAL   V»fASHINGT0N    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

New-York,  June  24,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  On  the  20th  instant  I  received  your  two 
favours  of  the  15th  and  17th,  by  Bennett,  and  yesterday  eve- 
ning that  of  the  19th  continued  to  the  20th.  with  General 
Sullivan^s  letter  and  return,  and  the  several  copies  you  en- 
closed. 

The  accounts  transmitted  by  General  Sullivan  are  truly 
alarming,  and  I  confess  I  am  not  without  apprehension  lest 
the  next  advices  should  be  that  the  unfortunate  defeat  and 
taking  of  General  Thompson  has  been  succeeded  by  an 
event  still  more  unfortunate — the  destruction  of  a  large  part, 
if  not  the  whole,  of  our  Army  in  that  quarter.  The  weak, 
divided,  and  disheartened  state  in  which  General  Sullivan 
represents  it  to  be,  does  not  seem  to  promise  anything  much 
more  favourable,  and  is  what  General  Arnold  appears  to  be 
suspicious  of.  From  the  whole  of  the  accounts,  supposing 
the  facts  all  true,  there  was  nothing  left  to  prevent  their 
ruin  but  a  retreat :  that  I  hope  has  been  made,  as  the  only 
means  of  saving  themselves  and  rendering  their  country  the 
least  service.  By  reason  of  the  succession  of  ills  that  has 
attended  us  there  of  late,  and  this  last  one,  I  fear  we  must 
give  up  all  hopes  of  possessing  that  country,  (of  such  im- 
portance in  the  present  controversy,)  and  that  our  views 
and  utmost  exertions  must  be  turned  to  prevent  the  incur- 
sions of  the  enemy  into  our  Colonies.  To  this  end,  I  must 
pray  your  strictest  attention,  and  re(]uest  that  you  use  all  the 
means  in  your  power  to  fortify  and  secure  every  post  and 
place  of  importance  on  the  communication.  You  are  as 
much  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  the  measure  as  any 
man  can  be,  and  with  confidence  I  trust  that  nothing  you 
can  do  will  be  wanting  to  effect  it.  If  the  troops  have 
retreated,  they  will,  in  a  little  time,  I  am  hopeful,  complete 
such  works  on  the  passes  as  to  bid  defiance  to  the  most 
vigorous  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  penetrate  our  country, 
especially  when  you  are  assisted  by  the  Militia,  which  most 
probably  are  on  their  march  ere  now.  Had  this  unfortu- 
nate defeat  not  happened,  the  Militia  were  designed  not 
only  to  reinforce  the  Army  in  Canada,  but  to  keep  up 
the  communication  with  that  Province,  as  you  will  see  by 
recurring  to  the  resolve  directing  them  to  be  employed. 
Major-General  Gates,  whom  Congress  had  appointed  to  com- 
mand after  General  Thomas's  death,  will  set  out  to-morrow, 
and  take  with  him  one  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  out  of 
which  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  different  posts  must  be 
drawn.  I  have  also  directed  Colonel  Knox  to  send  up  the 
cannon  you  wrote  for,  if  they  can  possibly  be  spared  from 
hence,  with  some  Artillerists  and  a  proper  quantity  of  ball 
and  other  necessaries  for  them,  and  will,  in  every  instance, 
afford  you  all  the  assistance  I  can  ;  at  the  same  time  I  wish, 
if  there  are  any  cannon  at  Ticonderoga,  or  other  necessa- 
ries there  or  elsewhere  that  you  may  want  and  which  can 
be  spared  for  any  other  post  or  purpose,  that  you  would  get 
them  in  preference  to  any  here,  as  the  number  we  have  is  not 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  extensive  and  important  works 
necessary  to  be  maintained  for  the  defence  of  this  place. 

In  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  for 
raising  two  companies  of  the  Mohekander  and  Connecticut 
Indians,  they  appear  to  me  not  to  answer  the  views  of  Con- 
gress, as  I  presume  they  live  within  the  Government  of 
Connecticut,  and  are  to  be  considered  in  the  same  light  with 
its  inhabitants,  and  that  their  design  was  intended  for  those 
who  were  not  livers  among  us,  and  were  of  hostile  charac- 
ter or  doubtful  friendship ;  but  in  this  I  may  be  mistaken, 
and  there  may  be  a  necessity  of  engaging  those  you  have 
to  secure  their  interests. 

As  to  your  doubts  about  the  officer  commanding  in  Cana- 
da his  right  to  punish  capitally,  I  should  suppose  that 
necessity,  independent  of  anything  else,  would  justify  the 
exercise  of  such  an  authority.  But  Congress  having  de- 
termined that  the  commanding  officer  there  should  inflict 
exemplary  punishment  on  those  who  violate  the  military 
regulations  established  by  them,  has  put  the  matter  out  of 
question,  and  I  apprehend  every  commander  there  has  such 
power,  and  of  right  may  and  should  exercise  it. 


As  Colonel  Parsons  has  requested  you  to  send  down  the 
person  who  is  supposed  to  have  murdered  his  brother,  I 
have  no  objection  to  your  doing  it  if  you  judge  necessary. 
He,  from  what  I  liave  been  told,  designs  to  apply  to  Con- 
gress for  instituting  some  mode  of  trial  for  the  offence. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 


To  Major-General  Schuyler. 


George  Washington. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  DATED  NEW-YORK,  JUNE  24,  1776. 

My  last  to  you  was  by  Friday's  post,  since  which  a  most 
barbarous  and  infernal  plot  has  been  discovered  among  our 
Tories,  the  particulars  of  which  I  cannot  give  you,  as  the 
Committee  of  Examination  consists  of  but  three,  who  are 
sworn  to  secrecy.  Two  of  Washington's  guards  are  con- 
cerned, the  third  they  tempted  to  join  them  made  the  first 
discovery.  The  general  report  of  their  design  is  as  follows : 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  troops  they  were  to  murder  all  the 
staff  officers,  blow  up  the  magazines,  and  secure  the  passes 
of  the  town.  Gilbert  Forbes,  gunsmith  in  the  Broadway, 
was  taken  between  two  and  three  o'clock  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, and  carried  before  our  Provincial  Congress,  who  were 
then  sitting,  but  refusing  to  make  any  discovery,  he  was  sent 
to  jail  and  put  in  irons.  Young  Mr.  Livingston  went  to  see 
him  early  in  the  morning,  and  told  him  he  was  sorry  to  find 
he  had  been  concerned,  and,  as  his  time  was  very  short,  not 
having  above  three  days  to  live,  advised  him  to  prepare 
himself.  This  had  the  desired  effect ;  he  asked  to  be  car- 
ried before  the  Congress  again,  and  he  would  discover  all 
he  knew.  Several  have  been  since  taken,  (between  twenty 
and  thirty,)  among  them  our  Mayor,  who  are  all  now  under 
confinement.  It  is  said  their  party  consisted  of  about  five 
hundred. 

I  have  just  heard  the  Mayor  has  confessed  bringing  mo- 
ney from  Tryon  to  pay  for  rifle-guns  that  Forbes  had  made. 
Burgoyne  is  arrived  at  Quebeck  with  his  fleet. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  DATED  NEW-YORK,  JUNE  24,  1776. 

Yesterday  the  Mayor  was  examined  twice,  and  returned 
prisoner  under  a  strong  guard.  We  have  now  thirty-four 
prisoners,  and  many  more,  it  is  expected,  will  be  taken  up. 
A  party  of  our  men  went  over  to  Long-Island  on  Saturday 
last  to  take  up  some  of  the  Tories ;  they  returned  yester- 
day, and  brought  to  town  one  Downing,  who  is  charged 
with  being  in  the  hellish  plot.  They  took  six  more  prison- 
ers, and  put  them  in  Jamaica  jail  on  Long-Island.  The 
Tories  made  some  resistance,  and  fired  on  our  men  in 
the  woods.  Our  people  returned  the  fire,  and  wounded  one 
man  mortally,  when  they  called  for  quarters.  This  morn- 
ing a  party  of  three  hundred  men  is  ordered,  but  on  what 
business  is  not  known.  I  cannot  give  you  the  particulars 
(but  was  told,  by  good  authority,  it  will  surprise  every  honest 
man)  of  this  hellish  plot.  I  am  told  the  Mayor  acknowledges 
he  paid  Mr.  Forbes,  the  gunsmith,  who  is  one  of  the  gang 
now  in  irons,  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  by  order  of 
Governour  Tryon.  Yesterday  the  General's  housekeeper 
was  taken  up ;  it  is  said  she  is  concerned. 


NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    TO    PROVINCIAL    CONGRESS. 

Committee-Chamber,  June  24,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  General  Committee  of  this  City  and 
County  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  honourable  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  now  sitting,  that  immediately  upon  their  first 
meeting  after  receiving  the  resolves  of  their  body  respect- 
ing the  last  Association  to  be  tendered  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  City  and  County,  they  appointed  sub-Committees  to  go 
through  the  different  Wards  and  tender  the  same  to  the  in- 
habitants, and  also  that  agreeable  to  their  recommendation 
of  the  21st  instant,  they  immediately  sent  for  William.  Muc- 
klevaine  and  Stephen  Fountain ;  that  upon  Mucklevaine's 
signing  the  last  Association,  acknowledging  that  he  had 
represented  falsehoods  to  the  Congress  respecting  the  Com- 
mittee, that  he  was  sorry  for  his  past  conduct  in  refusing  to 
sii'n  the  Association  or  deliver  up  his  arms  upon  oath,  and 
that  it  proceeded  from  ignorance  and  not  with  any  evil  in- 
tention, the  Committee  resolved  to  discharge  him  from  con- 
finement; that  with  respect  to  Fountain,  they  find  that  he 
was  sent  from  Blue-Point,  on  Long-Island,  and  therefore 
his  case   not  coming  under  their  cognizance,  they  have 
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returned  him  to  the  cliarge  of  the  jail-keeper.  They  would 
be"  leave,  also,  to  mention  that  no  evidence  has  been,  nor 
can  they  find  that  any  evidence  against  him  can  be,  pro- 
duced to  this  Committee. 

Captain  Kendall  having  just  now  called  upon  the  Com- 
mittee respecting  the  last  Association  being  tendered  to 
John  L.  C.  Roome,  Augustus  Van  Home,  Thomas  William 
Moore,  and  Vincent  Pearce  Ashfeld,  prisonere,  committed 
by  this  Committee  for  refusing  to  deliver  up  their  arms  upon 
oath,  &tc.,  the  Committee  beg  leave  to  observe  that  their 
commitment  was  not  founded  alone  upon  their  refusing  to 
deliver  up  their  arms  upon  oath,  but  upon  the  resolves  of 
the  honourable  Continental  Congress  of  the  6lh  of  October 
last,  by  which  power  is  given  to  confine  all  such  persons 
whose  going  at  large  may  endanger  the  safety  of  the  Colo- 
ny or  the  liberties  of  America.  The  Committee  are  sorry 
to  acquaint  the  Congress  that  as  yet  not  the  least  evidence 
in  the  world  has  been  given  them  that  the  discharging  those 
persons  from  confinement  will  not  endanger  the  safely  of 
the  Colony  or  the  liberties  of  America. 

Gladly,  very  gladly,  would  they  enlarge  those  gentlemen 
from  confinement,  now  grown  disagreeable  to  them,  if  they 
could  do  it  consistently  with  their  duty  to  their  country, 
and  any  evidence  that  they  were  become  friendly  to  its  in- 
terest.    By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Gabket  Abeel,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress. 


GENERAL    GREENE    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Camp  on  Long-Island,  June  24,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  The  Scotch  prisoners,*  with  their  bag- 
gage, have  arrived  at  my  Quarters.  I  wait  your  Excel- 
lency's directions  to  know  how  to  dispose  of  them.  Their 
baggage  has  not  yet  been  opened.  As  the  night  is  fast  ap- 
proaching accommodations  will  soon  be  necessary.  There 
are  eight  men  and  three  women — two  of  quality. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

N.  Greene. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  Head-Quarters. 


QUEENS  COUNTY  (nEW-YORk)  COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Queens  County,  June  24,  1776. 

A  motion  was  made  that  all  persons  under  recognizance 
to  the  Congress,  taken  by  Colonel  Heard,  be  sent  for  by  the 
Congress  and  more  safely  secured,  and  that  application  be 
made  to  the  Congress  for  that  purpose. 

Passed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  that  five  hundred  Provincial  or  Con- 
tinental Troops  be  immediately  sent  into  Hempstead,  to  put 
the  resolves  of  Congress  and  of  this  Committee  into  execu- 
tion, and  to  be  billeted  at  the  discretion  of  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Qiieens  County  upon  the 
disaffecte4  and  deserting  persons,  until  the  same  be  put 
into  execution  ;  and  that  application  be  made  immediately  to 
the  Congress  for  that  purpose. 

Passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Likewise  Ordered,  That  application  be  made  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  to  prescribe  some  mode  to  secure  all  per- 
sons disaffected  and  dangerous,  as  well  above  fifty  as  under 
in  Queens  County. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes  : 

Joseph  Robinson,  Deputy  Chairman. 


SALEM  (WESTCHESTER   COUNTY,  NEW-YORk)  COMMITTEE   TO 
NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Salem,  June  24,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Whereas  sundry  persons  of  note  have  lately 
absconded  from  our  part  of  the  country,  and  we  have  rea- 
son to  think,  from  several  circumstances,  are  (with  numbers 
of  others)  assembling  together  on  Long-Island,  with  a  view 

'List  of  Scotch  Priaoners  taken  back  of  Long-Island. 

Forty-Second  or  Royal  Highland  Regiment :  Captain  John  Smith, 
Lieutenant  Robert  Franklin. 

Severity-First  Regiment:  Captain  Norman  McLeod  and  lady  and 
maid ;  Lieutenant  Roderick  McLeod ;  Ensign  Colin  Campbell  and  lady; 
Surgeon's  Mate,  Robert  Boyce ;  John  McAlister,  Master  of  the  Crawford 
Transport ;  Norman  McCuUock,  a  passenger;  two  boys,  servants ;  McDon- 
ald, servant  to  Robert  Boyce ;  Shaw,  servant  to  Captain  McLeod.  Three 
boys,  servants,  came  over  in  the  evening. 


to  join  the  Ministerial  Army ;  we  beg  the  Congress  would 
take  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  to  you  shall  appear  most  proper  for  the  removal  of 
such  dangerous  assemblages,  whom  we  fear  are  forming  a 
combination  to  aid  and  assist  the  Ministerial  Army  when  an 
opportunity  shall  permit. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  forwarded,  with  all  conve- 
nient speed,  by  Mr.  Ezekiel  Hawley. 

By  the  joint  order  of  the  sub-Committees  of  the  Manor 
of  Cortlandt  and  Salem. 

Ezekiel  Hawley,  }  /^,    . 

1  u     _~,         ?  Chairmen. 

Joseph  Benedict,  \ 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress. 


ABEL  BELKNAP    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New-Windsor,  June  24,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  alarming  situation  of  our  publick  af- 
fairs in  general,  and  the  well-grounded  suspicion  that  our 
enemies  in  this  country  are  secretly  arming  and  preparing 
to  surprise  and  take  our  lives  in  case  an  attack  shall  be 
made  on  this  Province,  which  you  will  no  doubt  agree  with 
us  is  more  than  probable  will  soon  be  the  case  : 

We,  the  Committees  of  the  Precincts  of  Newburgh  and 
New-Windsor,  in  conjunction,  attended  by  Colonel  Jona- 
than Hasbrouck  and  Colonel  James  McClaughy,  met  this 
day,  in  order  to  consult  on  the  important  affair  of  putting 
ourselves  in  the  best  situation  for  defence  ;  and  on  examining 
the  state  of  our  Militia,  find  by  the  report  of  the  aforesaid 
gentlemen  that  we  are  nearly  destitute  of  both  powder  and 
lead.  An  order  of  your  honourable  House  (as  we  understand) 
hath  passed  in  favour  of  this  County  for  a  supply,  and,  in 
consequence  of  said  order,  application  hath  been  made  by 
our  County  Convention  agreeable  to  the  same,  yet  no  an- 
swer hath  been  received,  the  reason  why,  we  cannot  account 
for ;  therefore,  as  we  are  under  such  very  disagreeable  cir- 
cumstances, we  have  resolved  and  appointed,  that  the  bearer 
hereof.  Captain  Isaac  Belknap,  do  wait  on  your  honourable 
House  with  this.  And  we  do  most  earnestly  request  and  pray 
that  you,  gentlemen,  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  us  with  the 
quantity  already  required,  with  a  supply  of  lead  proportioned 
thereto,  by  the  bearer,  or  inform  us  of  the  reasons  why. 

We  have,  gentlemen,  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Abel  Belknap,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony 
of  Neiv-  York. 


meeting   in  king  S   district  and  spencer  town,  ALBANY 

county. 

In  a  full  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  King's  District,  in 
Albany  County,  legally  warned  by  the  Committee  of  said 
County,  at  the  house  of  William  Warner,  in  said  district,  on 
Monday,  the  24th  of  June,  1776,  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
twelve  Delegates  to  represent  said  County  in  Provincial 
Congress,  &tc.,  the  question  was  put,  whether  the  said  dis- 
trict choose  to  have  the  American  Colonies  independent  of 
Great  Britain! 

It  passed  unanimously  in  the  affirmative. 

The  town  o(  Spencer-Town,  in  the  County  of  ^/Jan^^, 
and  Province  oi  New- York,  in  a  full  meeting,  unanimously 
agreed,  that  as  soon  as  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress should  see  fit  to  declare  the  American  Colonies  inde- 
pendent of  Great  Britain,  they  would  support  and  defend 
the  same  with  their  lives  and  fortunes. 


colonel    RITZEMA   to    lord    STIRLING. 

Monday  morning,  June,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  Impressed  with  a  high  sense  of  the  impor- 
tance of  discipline,  and  conscious  that  nothing  tends  more 
than  it  to  inspire  officers  and  soldiers  with  mutual  confidence, 
I  behold  with  concern  the  want  of  it  in  my  regiment  at  this 
critical  juncture.  Why  I  have  made  no  greater  proficiency 
in  it  your  Lordship  is  well  apprized  of — the  want  of  arms. 
The  incessant  fatigue  has  also  not  a  little  contributed  towards 
it.  The  first  of  these  is  now  in  some  measure  removed,  and, 
I  trust,  will  be  farther  so  in  the  course  of  a  week,  from 
the  number  of  men  of  my  own  regiment  now  employed  in 
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putting  a  parcel  of  old  guns  I  have  in  fighting  condition  ; 
from  the  latter,  my  Lord,  (so  the  service  will^in  anywise 
admit  of  it,)  let  me  entreat  you  to  use  your  interest  with  his 
Excellency  the  General  to  excuse  my  men  for  some  little 
time.  The  regiment  is  new,  and,  for  many  other  reasons — 
such  as  the  want  of  clothing,  the  inexperience  of  the  officers, 
&IC. — wants  it  much. 

I  flatter  myself  your  Lordship  will  excuse  me  in  troubling 
you  with  this  letter,  as  I  am  induced  to  it  from  no  other 
motive  but  the  good  of  the  country  and  my  own  honour.  I 
can  expect  little  of  either  from  undisciplinarians. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  with  respect,  your  Lordship's  very  hum- 
ble servant,  r>  r, 

KUDOLPHUS   KiTZEMA. 

To  Lord  Stirling. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Albany,  June  24,  1776. 

Sir:  The  post  delivered  me  your  favour  of  the  loth  in- 
stant. As  my  letter  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington 
has  already  taken  up  most  of  the  time  the  post  is  allowed  to 
stay,  1  shall  only  observe,  that  Falkner  never  was,  nor  is,  a 
prisoner  of  mine  ;  that,  out  of  mere  compassion  to  the  man, 
I  last  winter  went  out  of  my  sphere  to  serve  and  to  release 
iiim,  and  treated  him,  as  he  frequently  confessed,  with  the 
highest  humanity.  His  behaviour  since  has  not  merited  a 
continuance  of  the  like ;  but  I  am  incapable  of  resentment 
against  such  a  wretch  ;  and,  if  I  had  any,  it  should  not  be 
marked  with  cruelty.  But  all  this  is  mere  assertion,  and  if 
I  can  possibly  find  time,  I  will,  by  next  post,  furnish  you 
with  the  charges  against  him  by  the  Committee  of  Tryon, 
which  induced  them  to  order  his  last  commitment,  with  a 
detail  of  my  conduct  towards  him. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 


general  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  June  24,  1776—4  o'clock  P.  M. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yesterday,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I 
received  a  line  from  Colonel  Wynkoop,  by  a  returning  ex- 
press, extract  of  which,  together  with  copy  of  the  return 
alluded  to,  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose.  Colonel 
Duggan,  to  whom  he  refers  me  for  particulars,  is  not  yet 
arrived.  Captain  Goforth,  who  brought  the  letter  across 
Lake  George,  informs,  as  what  he  got  from  persons  just 
arrived  from  Canada,  that  General  Sullivan  was  making  a 
good  retreat,  and  that  he  was  in  no  danger  of  sustaining 
loss.  A  report  prevails  here  that  the  enemy  are  in  posses- 
sion of  Montreal.     I  cannot  trace  it  to  its  author. 

Just  now  I  had  the  honour  of  your  Excellency's  favour 
of  the  20th,  continued  to  the  21st,  covering  the  resolutions 
of  Congress. 

1  have  been  so  severely  handled  by  the  ague,  which  has 
not  intermitted  at  all  since  Monday  last  until  yesterday,  that 
I  have  not  been  able  to  complete  the  intended  speech  to  the 
Indians.  I  am  now  much  better,  and  hope  in  a  day  or 
two  to  find  myself  perfectly  freed  from  this  disagreeable 
disorder,  at  least  for  some  time. 

I  believe  the  reward  offered  by  Congress  to  the  Indians 
for  taking  officers  and  men  in  the  British  pay  will  have  a 
good  effect. 

I  have  not  ventured  to  send  anything  to  Schenectady 
which  is  intended  for  taking  post  near  Fort  Stanwix,  lest 
the  intention  should  be  guessed  ;  nor  will  anything  go  from 
hence  until  we  open  the  conference  at  the  German  Flats ; 
then  it  will  be  pushed  forward  with  the  greatest  expedition. 

The  Militia  that  this  County  is  to  furnish  for  the  northern 
service  are  to  rendezvous  twenty  miles  above  this,  on  fVed- 
nesday  next,  and  to  march  thence  to  reinforce  Fort  George, 
at  Ticonderoga.  I  have  not  heard  a  single  word  of  any  of 
the  Eastern  Militia.  No  field  officer  that  we  know  of  is  yet 
appointed  by  the  iVew- Yorfc  Congress  for  the  Militia  I  have 
mentioned. 

The  communication  by  the  way  of  Cheshire's  and  Wood 
Creek  into  hake  Champlain  appeared  to  me  of  such  abso- 
lute necessity  that  I  ventured  on  the  erection  of  a  saw-mill 
at  the  head  of  the  navigation,  to  furnish  plank  (or  the  neces- 
sary works  at  Cheshire's,  as  well  as  for  the  fortification  at 


Ticonderoga,  and  the  vicinity  of  it ;  part  of  the  mill  is 
already  raised ;  and  I  hope  it  will  be  at  work  in  ten  days, 
at  most. 

One  gondola  is  finished  at  Skenesborovgh,  and  a  second  is 
already  planking ;  and  I  hope,  if  my  health  permit  me,  when 
1  return  from  the  westward  to  build  one  every  six  days. 

As  soon  as  I  can  find  troops  or  other  men  to  complete 
the  road  from  Fort  Edward  to  Cheshire's,  I  shall  set  them 
about  it. 

There  are  now  as  many  batteaus  employed  on  Hudson's 
River  as  are  equal  to  all  the  provisions  and  stores  that  will 
be  sent  up. 

I  rejoice,  my  dear  General,  in  the  fair  prospect  I  have  of 
getting  the  better  of  my  disorder,  as  every  man's  service  is 
now  wanted  ;  and  be  so  good  as  to  assure  Congress  that  1 
shall  do  my  best  endeavours  to  carry  every  wish  of  theirs 
and  yours  into  execution. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Wynkoop  to  General  Schuyler,  dated 
Ticonderoga,  June  20,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  I  received  yours  of  the  I7th  instant, 
last  evening,  with  a  letter  for  General  Sullivan,  which  I 
forwarded  by  express.  Enclosed  I  send  a  return  of  part  of 
my  regiment  and  the  strength  of  the  garrison.  The  store- 
house is  full  of  provisions,  and  no  men  to  send  it  off,  the 
vessels  not  being  come  back,  and  1  suppose  detained  by  the 
commanding  officer  at  St.  Johns. 

As  provision  is  still  coming,  and  my  garrison  very  weak 
and  lying  on  their  arms  at  night,  I  beg  the  General  will 
please  to  order  up  some  assistance — shall  prefer  my  own 
regiment,  if  convenient.  It  is  very  true  that  Captain  Van 
Sandtvoort  has  inlisted  nine  men  for  three  months ;  three  of 
whom  he  has  inlisted  over  again  ;  his  excuse  is,  that  he  did 
it  in  order  to  induce  others ;  he  says  he  discharged  a  man 
who  found  another  in  his  place. 

Three  o'clock,  June  21. — Just  this  moment  arrived  Co- 
lonel Duggan  from  Canada,  who  informs  me  that  General 
Sullivan,  with  all  his  army,  had  retreated  to  Chambly,  on 
Saturday  last,  and  is  supposed  to  be  on  his  way  to  Isle-aux- 
Noix;  and  greatly  doubt  if  he  can  be  able  to  maintain  his 
ground  at  all,  as  the  enemy  was  in  full  pursuit  of  him.  I 
shall  send  down  all  the  boats  that  I  can  immediately,  and 
Colonel  Duggan  will  be  the  bearer  of  this,  who  will  inform 
you  of  particulars.     I  am  your  humble  servant, 

Cornelius  Wynkoop. 


Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi. 


JESSE    RAYMOND   TO    COMMITTEE    OF    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Norwalk,  June  24,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  Your  favour  of  the  22d  instant  we  re- 
ceived last  evening  by  Mr.  Sears.  In  compliance  with 
which,  after  the  intelligence  communicated  to  us  by  Mr. 
Sears,  we  this  day  called  before  us  Mr.  Bowden,  from  whom 
it  was  expected  by  Mr.  Sears  that  discoveries  of  importance 
with  respect  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington's  Life- 
Guards,  and  the  destruction  of  the  magazine,  might  be  made, 
and  put  him  under  oath  for  that  purpose,  who  declared  he 
had  never  heard  of  any  attempt  to  take  away  the  life  of  the 
General,  or  any  officer,  or  destroy  the  magazine,  nor  ever 
heard  any  one  single  word  respecting  the  same.  Mr.  Bowden 
further  declared,  that  he  had  frequently  heard  in  company 
that  some  of  the  General's  Life-Guards  had  deserted,  and 
others  were  uneasy  and  weary  of  the  service,  and  would  go 
on  board  the  men-of-war  if  they  could,  and  that  there  were 
deserters  on  both  sides.  These  reports  he  heard  principally 
from  those  that  are  called  Tories ;  and  he  further  says  these 
reports  he  heard  in  New-York  and  on  Long-Island,  openly 
and  publickly,  but  could  not  point  out  any  particular  person, 
and  never  supposed  there  to  be  any  secret  or  discovery.  Mr. 
Bowden  very  willingly  and  readily  answered  to  every  ques- 
tion put  to  him.  This  is  all  the  discovery  we  can  make. 
By  order  of  the  Committee. 

Test :  Jesse  Raymond,  Clerk. 

To  Mr.  Philip  Livingston,  John  Jay,  and  Gouvemeur  Mor- 
ris, New-  York. 
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TO    THE    INHABITANTS    OF    THE    UNITED    COLONIES. 

The  observation  is  doubtless  just,  "that  we  should  think 
twice  before  we  speak  once."  A  second  thougiit  and  close 
examination  of  things  and  characters  prevent  many  rash  con- 
clusions, remove  groundless  prejudices,  and  cure  a  multi- 
tude of  mistakes.  Some,  by  constitution,  believe  upon  the 
slightest  evidence.  They  will  upon  no  account  inquire 
into  the  probability  of  a  fact.  They  are  so  unwilling  to 
enter  critically  into  a  subject,  that  it  little  matters  what  is 
reported.  Indeed,  whether  any  believes  it  or  not,  they  will, 
and  spread  it  everywhere.  Others  resign  themselves  abso- 
lutely and  forever  to  the  judgment  of  some  reputable  per- 
son or  other.  Whether  they  can  form  an  opinion,  under 
the  most  advantageous  circumstances,  without  assistance; 
whether,  out  of  modesty,  they  rely  more  upon  the  wisdom 
of  such  a  one— one,  it  may  be,  who  never  misjudged;  or 
whether  complaisance  gets  the  ascendant  of  every  considera- 
tion, I  shall  not  inquire.  Others,  from  a  sceptical  frame, 
question,  dispute,  and  contradict  everything.  Let  a  particu- 
lar fact  be  attended  with  all  the  marks  of  probability,  they 
can,  without  any  difliculty,  find  sufficient  reason  to  disbe- 
lieve it.  Let  the  evidence  appear  to  the  best  advantage, 
and  carry  conviction  to  thousands  upon  every  side,  and 
produce  correspondent  exercises,  they  do  not  in  the  least 
perceive  its  force ;  or  if  they  do,  their  stubbornness  and 
obstinacy  hinder  a  publick  acknowledgment.  Some  are  of 
a  different  cast  in  many  respects.  Prejudice  operates  so 
strongly,  that  all  which  comes  from  certain  quarters  they 
believe  without  any  hesitation,  but  slow  indeed  of  belief  as 
to  anything  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  cause  they  have  es- 
poused. They  stand  (to  use  a  Latin  expression)  erectis  au- 
ribus,  to  what  turns  in  their  favour.  They  can  credit  upon 
the  least  appearance  of  truth,  without  much  more  than  the 
shadow  of  proof.  They  can  discover  five  hundred  reasons 
where  no  other  can  discover  one;  and  where  multitudes 
yield  a  ready  assent,  they  see  nothing  at  all.  These  obser- 
vations apply  to  purpose  in  our  present  situation.  Sorry  I 
am  to  say  that  our  union  is  not  perfect.  Dissenting  voices 
are  heard  ;  secret  enemies,  in  the  garb  of  hearty  friends,  we 
meet  with,  but  from  time  to  time  are  happily  discovering  them- 
selves. Thanks,  in  particular,  to  that  Providence  which 
watches  over  this  land,  for  opening  a  most  unfriendly  plot,  and 
preventing  its  execution.  Such  events  not  only  awaken  our 
attention,  but  unavoidably  create  jealousies  and  fears  in  every 
patriotick  breast.  When  here  and  there,  and  all  around  us, 
this  and  that  man,  of  whom  we  never  before  entertained  the 
least  suspicion,  unexpectedly  appears  promoting  the  vilest 
cause ;  when  our  enemies  prove  to  be  of  our  own  house- 
hold ;  when  we  find  them  among  our  Committees  of  Inspec- 
tion and  Safety,  in  our  Assemblies,  in  our  Congresses,  in  our 
Councils  and  Armies,  we  are  too  easily  led  to  question  the 
veracity  and  integrity  of  every  man.  When  we  have  been 
disappointed  in  our  prospects,  hopes,  and  alliances,  in  some 
instances,  it  is  human  nature  to  reprobate  all,  and  withdraw 
our  confidence  from  every  one.  Especially  is  this  the  case 
when  our  prospects  are  very  fine,  and  our  expectations 
highly  promising.  Does  a  General  prove  himself  a  villain 
at  a  time  when  the  fate  of  an  army  was  at  stake,  and  the 
welfare  of  thousands  depended  upon  a  victory,  we  suspect 
all  the  officers  at  once.  Does  a  member  of  the  Congress 
become  an  advocate  for  oppression,  or  embarrass  publick 
measures  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  it  tends  to  bring  all  the 
Delegates  of  that  particular  Province,  of  which  he  is  an  un- 
worthy member,  into  disrepute.  Nor,  indeed,  does  that  Pro- 
vince escape  the  censure  of  hundreds,  so  extensive  is  the 
influence  of  a  suspicion  of  publick  characters.  How  neces- 
sary, then,  that  the  deportment  of  our  rulers  should  be 
unexceptionable.  How  should  they  exert  themselves  to 
remove  prejudices  from  their  constituents,  and  forever  divest 
their  conduct  of  any  ambiguous  and  deceitful  appearances. 
Not  to  add  thoughts  like  these,  for  they  are  beside  our  pur- 
pose :  There  are  two  extremes  into  which  we  are  always 
inclined  to  run  in  such  a  situation,  to  say  nothing  of  other 
things  connected  in  some  measure  with  them.  One  is,  to 
be  deaf  and  callous  to  the  best  authenticated  facts.  The 
other  is,  to  be  ready  to  hear  and  credit  every  report  to  the 
disadvantage  of  persons  of  importance  and  reputation.  Would 
any  one  inquire,  "  Where  is  the  mischief  of  such  behaviour? 
What  undesirable  consequence  can  it  involve?"  The  an- 
swer is  as  obvious,  much  more  so,  than  the  question.     We 


all  wish  for  the  approbation  and  assistance  of  our  fellow 
creatures.  A  prospect  of  it  animates  and  encourages  the 
most  vigorous  exertions  of  our  powers.  Applause,  we  ex- 
pect, should  be  bestowed  upon  a  series  of  benevolent,  use- 
i'ul,  and  noble  actions.  We,  in  short,  demand  it.  If  with- 
held by  reason  of  some  root  of  malice,  envy,  or  falsehood 
springing  up,  we  consider  ourselves  deprived  of  our  un- 
doubted right.  We  consider  the  unjust  deprivation  of  a 
good  name  as  a  species  of  publick  robbery.  Were  the  pub- 
lick treasures  of  a  province  robbed  or  embezzled,  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  suffer  a  greater  evil  than  to  have  her 
good  rulers  held  up  as  objects  of  general  detestation  and  con- 
tempt. A  further  evil  is,  that  it  effectually  cuts  the  sinews 
of  diligence  and  faithfulness,  and  sometimes  determines  a 
person  to  be  guilty  of  perfidy  which  before  he  would  have 
blushed  to  think  of.  Another  inconvenience  is,  that  it  checks 
many  a  rising  genius,  and  proves  an  insuperable  objection 
in  the  mind  of  those  who  are  well  qualified  for  some  post. 
These  are  difficulties  which  attend  one  extreme ;  nor  has 
the  other  a  smaller  retinue.  When  persons  are  under  no 
restrictions — when  they  are  not  answerable  for  any  part  of 
their  conduct — when  no  instances  of  misbehaviour,  however 
frequent  or  notorious,  are  looked  into  and  frowned  upon,  can 
we  wonder  that  every  species  of  vice  should  creep  into  a 
Senate  and  an  Army  ?  What  can  open  a  more  effectual 
door  for  all  the  corrupt  principles  of  the  human  heart  to 
exert  themselves  without  control  ?  What  can  sooner  put  a 
period  to  the  laudable  exertions  of  the  deserving  than  the 
undisturbed  triumph  of  wickedness?  What  can  sooner 
throw  upon  a  bed  of  ease  and  of  negligence  than  such  inat- 
tention and  criminal  stupidity  ?  These  hints  clearly  show 
the  importance  and  justify  the  propriety  of  avoiding  both 
these  extremes.  It  will  be  inquired,  "  Why  all  this  at  the 
present  day  ?  Was  ever  a  people  more  happy,  and  bet- 
ter satisfied  with  their  civil  and  military  leaders?  Was 
there  ever  less  occasion  to  blame  ?  Can  the  instance  be 
produced  when  so  kw  complaints  filled  our  mouths  and 
ears  ?  Why  so  many  cautions  and  directions  ?  Wherefore 
should  we  erect  a  beacon  for  no  valuable  end  ?"  Can  we 
name  the  man  or  woman  who  is  so  little  acquainted  with 
what  passes  every  day  as  not  to  notice  and  feel  this  suita- 
bleness and  necessity?  Is  not  this  Magistrate  and  that 
General  suspected  and  vilified  ?  Is  not  more  than  one  in  the 
Congress  generally  mentioned  with  dislike  ?  Are  not  our 
enemies  taking  unwearied  pains  to  discredit  our  best  officers 
and  Senators  ?  And  is  this  nothing  ?  How  long  is  it,  pray, 
since  a  Washington  and  Lee  were  branded  by  the  soldiery 
with  many  marks  of  disgrace  ?  Happy  for  them,  and  not 
less  so  for  us,  their  bitterest  accusers  are  put  to  silence,  and 
sunk  into  their  former  baseness.  Not  long  since  several 
Delegates  of  the  Provinces  were  charged  with  cowardice, 
unfaithfulness,  and  apostacy.  If  this  be  true,  why  has  not 
every  one,  from  publick  authority,  a  catalogue  of  their 
names,  that  he  may  never  intrust  sacred  privileges  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  continually  bow  in  the  temple  of  mam- 
mon, and  offer  sacrifices  upon  the  altar  of  ambition  and 
pride?  Until  their  constituents  or  the  Congress  discover 
and  expose  their  baseness,  forbear,  my  countrymen,  to  stab 
the  vitals  of  the  wonderful  Constitution  which  the  wisdom 
and  piety  of  this  Continent  are  forming.  Forbear,  for  want 
of  sufficient  information,  to  destroy  the  influence  and  char- 
acter of  our  ablest  statesmen  and  bravest  commanders. 
When  evidence  whicii  will  warrant  a  procedure  and  solid 
conclusion,  appears  against  any  one,  let  that  man  possess  a 
station  in  which  we  all  may  be  secure.  Put  it  out  of  his 
reach  to  molest  or  injure  us  in  the  future  execution  of  any 
beneficial  plan. 

It  must  be  fresh  in  all  our  memories  to  what  an  un- 
warrantable height  our  suspicions  and  jealousies  of  the  brave 
Spencer  have  arisen.  Everybody  has  assumed  a  rigiit,  in 
every  part  of  his  military  life,  to  arraign,  judge,  and  con- 
demn him.  Without  a  hearing,  without  a  summons,  and 
legal  proof,  he  is  tried  and  found  guilty.  The  man  that 
cannot,  for  a  kingdom,  spell  his  own  name  and  write  an  in- 
telligible word,  sustains  the  no  small  characters  of  an  evi- 
dence, judge,  and  jury.  Not  a  person  we  come  across  but 
gives  his  opinion  with  the  same  freedom  and  assurance  that 
he  would  tell  the  plainest  story  in  the  worid.  "  Had  ho 
been  at  the  source  of  power,  or  had  such  a  one,  we  should 
have  seen  a  great  alteration ;    this  expedition   would  not 
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have  miscarried ;  that  loss  would  never  have  been  gained  ; 
supplies  of  ammunition  and  provisions  would  never  have 
been  thus  neglected  ;  the  operations  of  war  would  have  been 
carried  on  with  much  more  despatch  ;  the  enemies  in  that 
department  would  have  been  wholly  crushed  :  in  one  word, 
all  Canada  would  have  been  in  our  possession,  the  natives 
conciliated,  and  the  other  inhabitants  awed  into  absolute 
submission."  Thus  talk  the  illiterate  crowd  at  the  distance 
of  two  or  three  hundred  miles  from  the  seat  of  the  war.  And 
thus  they  blast  the  purposes  and  views  of  a  man  who  at 
present  beare  an  unblemished  character;  who  has  never 
i'ailed  in  any  the  least  article  of  duty ;  who  won  the  affec- 
tion of  every  worthy  officer  and  uncorrupted  friend  to  his 
country ;  and  who,  in  all  his  letters  to  our  ever-to-be-remem- 
bered Governour,  breathes  in  the  greatest  variety  of  undis- 
guised expressions  a  soul  as  sincere  as  it  is  flaming  in  the 
cause  o{  America.  This  is  the  man  we  kill  by  our  ground- 
less fears  and  surmises  ;  one  who  has  sat  up  late,  rose  early, 
eat  the  bread  of  carefulness,  and  almost  exhausted  his  lile 
for  our  good.  Is  this  a  reward  for  his  labours  ?  Will  this 
attach  him  the  more  firmly  to  our  system  of  politicks,  and 
encourage  his  heart  to  persevere,  and  close  his  days  in  the 
field  of  battle?  Will  this  nerve  his  arm  with  strength,  in- 
spire his  soul  with  courage,  and  enliven  his  addresses  with 
an  irresistible  pathos?  Will  he  speak  and  act  with  that 
dignity  and  firmness  which  an  assurance  that  he  lives  in  the 
love  and  esteem  of  thousands  enables  one  ever  to  do? 
These  things  will  never  be  imagined.  In  addition  to  the 
falsehoods  which  have  been  mentioned,  our  enemies  have 
ranked  him  among  a  number  of  men  that  are  an  eternal 
disgrace  to  the  land  that  gave  them  birth ;  and,  as  if  they 
could  not  render  him  vile  enough,  he  is  charged  with  being 
the  author  of  a  plan  Jo  desolate  his  own  country  with  fire 
and  sword.  We  rejoice  that  his  conduct  is  uniform  and  un- 
exceptionable— that  no  instance  of  it  affords  any  evidence  of 
his  villany.  The  heart  lies  open  to  omniscience.  We  must 
be  let  into  the  depth  of  it  by  his  actions.  His  connexions, 
indisposition,  and  our  fruitless  attempts  to  subdue  the  north- 
ern part,  opened  a  door  for  the  remote  suspicion,  or  at  least 
there  was  room  for  a  corrupt  heart  to  improve  them  to  his 
disadvantage.  The  motive  in  the  last  instance  was  obvious. 
Aware  of  how  much  importance  it  was  to  plead  the  autho- 
rity and  assistance  of  so  respectable  a  person,  how  beneficial 
to  their  design, and  fatal  to  his  reputation,  they  had  the  im- 
pudence to  enroll  him  among  them.  And  some,  weak  as 
they  are  bad,  have  dmnk  in  the  report,  and  talked  of  it  with 
a  pretty  deal  of  freedom.  If  futurity  convicts  him,  the  past 
time  has  not,  I  am  certain.  I  might  add  to  these  he  who 
fell  upon  the  Heights  of  Abraham,  and  sacrificed  numberless 
blessings  for  our  deliverance.  The  dead,  we  should  have 
expected,  might  sleep  undisturbed  in  their  tombs.  When 
"  they  hear  not  the  voice  of  their  oppressor,"  forbid  it  that 
the  tongue  of  the  slanderer  should  not  cease. 

I  shall  close  this  paper  with  two  observations,  which  may 
no  trials  we  may  yet  pass  through  obliterate.  The  first  is, 
never  believe  and  spread  re|)orts  to  the  prejudice  and  ruin 
of  men  in  any  publick  office  before  we  have  sufficient  proof 
of  their  unworthy  behaviour.  It  is  even  dangerous  to  talk 
much  upon  such  a  subject  in  private,  or  to  bring  it  often  into 
the  view  of  the  mind.  By  thinking  and  speaking  frequently 
upon  defamatory  stories,  we  begin,  by  degrees,  to  slide  into 
the  belief  of  them.  More  dangerous  is  it  fully  to  give  in  to 
them  and  spread  them  wherever  we  go.  I  look  upon  the 
man  that  acts  such  a  part  as  a  worse  enemy  to  society  than 
he  that  communicates  the  most  infectious  disease.  A  cha- 
racter is  good  until  it  legally  and  rationally  appears  other- 
wise. When  such  evidence  is  afforded  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  demands,  as  our  own  judgment  assures  us  is  con- 
vincing, and  all  nations  have  deemed  satisfactory,  then  we 
may  with  safety  prosecute  and  punish  the  offenders.  The 
other  observation  I  would  make  is,  that  it  becomes  us  to 
treat  the  characters  of  distinguished  persons  with  candour ; 
throw  a  mantle  over  trifling  foibles  ;  bury  in  the  grave  a  little 
mistake ;  put  the  most  favourable  construction  upon  those 
Instances  of  conduct  which  are  not  in  themselves  highly  bare- 
faced ;  drop  all  prejudice  while  we  attend  to  such  delicate 
points  ;  silence  the  invidious  and  malicious  ;  reward  liberally 
the  meritorious ;  and  let  us  act  throughout  so  that  we  may 
gain  the  approbation  of  conscience,  the  present  age,  and 
posterity.  -». 

Connecticut,  June  24,  1776. 


Newport,  June  24,  1776. 

Captain  Campbell,  lately  from  Antigua,  via  St.  Eustatia, 
informs  that,  a  little  before  he  left  Antigua,  a  vessel  from 
Georgia,  belonging  to  Mr.  Samuel  Brcnton,  of  this  place, 
was  seized  there  by  a  man-of-war,  with  all  her  cargo,  con- 
sisting of  lumber,  indigo,  &tc.  Mr.  Brenton,  then  present, 
ur-;ed  his  beins  a  friend  to  Government  as  a  reason  for  his 
being  favoured  ;  but  the  Admiral  told  him  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment by  which  he  was  seized,  made  no  provision  for  friends 
to  Government !  He  then  pleaded  ths  same  to  the  Marshal 
for  being  indulged  in  buying  the  indigo  at  a  moderate  price  ; 
but  the  Marehal  said  it  was  difficult  to  determine  who  were 
friends  to  Government,  or  to  that  purport,  and  that  he  should 
buy  the  indigo  himself  to  ship  to  England.  Just  so  would 
all  American  Tories  fare,  should  this  country  be  conquered 
agreeable  to  their  wishes ;  but  be  assured,  the  sun,  moon 
and  stars  shall  fall,  the  ocean  cease  to  roll,  and  all  nature 
change  its  course,  before  a  few  English,  Scotch  and  German 
slaves  shall  conquer  this  vast  Continent. 


E.  W.  STANHOPE    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    COUNCIL. 

Northampton  Jail,  June  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Tracy,  of  Newburyport,  having  wrote  to  the 
gentlemen  prisoners  here,  requesting  them  to  write  to  the 
Admiral,  in  hopes  that  it  will  have  some  weight  in  procur- 
ing an  exchange  of  prisonere,  (which  no  doubt  it  will,)  I 
have  therefore  written  to  you,  enclosing  my  letter  to  the  Ad- 
miral in  one  to  Mr.  Tracy,  which  I  will  beg  the  favour  of 
you  to  forward  to  Newbury. 

Mr.  Tracy  likewise  says  that  it  was  their  intent  to  sail  as 
soon  as  possible,  which  makes  me  anxious  for  the  despatch 
of  my  letter,  lest  I  should  lose  the  conveyance,  which  I 
esteem  a  matter  of  consequence,  as  well  for  the  weight  of 
procuring  an  exchange,  as  forgetting  myself  included  in  the 
cartel ;  and,  indeed,  1  know  nothing  so  conducive  to  obtaining 
it  as  one  of  us  going  in  the  flag  of  truce ;  and  if  that  should 
meet  with  your  concurrence,  I  believe  my  rank,  particularly 
in  private  life  as  well  as  publick,  would  tend  greatly  to 
facilitate  it ;  and  could  I  meet  with  your  permission,  I 
would  be  bound  under  any  bond  or  security  you  may  be 
pleased  to  lay  me  under  on  that  head,  and  I  shall  esteem 
myself  your  much  obliged  and  obedient  humble  servant, 

E.  W.  Stanhope. 
To  the  Hon.  the  President  of  the  Council,  Watertown. 


to   the    people    of    MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  whole  strength  of  Britain  and  her  allies  is  now  em- 
ployed in  the  destruction  of  America.  Fleets  and  armies, 
and  every  engine  of  fraud  and  violence  that  the  sophistry 
of  hell  can  invent,  are  prepared  to  execute  the  horrid  plan. 
The  work  is  already  begun,  and  a  few  days  will  unfold  the 
infernal  design  to  the  weakest  sight.  The  King  of  Eng- 
land delights  in  blood,  yea,  thirsteth  for  the  blood  of  America. 
Hessians,  Hanoverians,  Brunswickers,  Canadians,  Indians, 
Negroes,  Regulare,  and  Tories,  are  invited  to  the  carnage. 
This  is  no  fiction,  but  an  awful  reality ;  not  the  production 
of  a  delirium,  but  substantial  matter  of  fact.  The  tyrant 
of  Britain  hath  sold  himself  to  work  wickedness,  and  the 
blood  of  Naboth  must  be  shed,  that  the  vineyard  may  be 
peaceably  possessed.  The  plan  is  ripe  for  execution,  and 
begins  to  operate.  Lift  up  your  eyes,  my  countrymen,  and 
see  destruction,  like  a  flood,  pouring  in  upon  you  from  every 
quarter,  even  from  the  north  and  the  south,  and  from  tlie 
east  and  the  west.  The  decree  has  gone  forth,  and,  as  sure 
as  you  now  exist,  death  is  the  portion  of  all  that  the  power 
of  Britain  can  overcome.  Rouse  up,  therefore,  and  arm 
yourselves  for  the  encounter ;  gird  on  the  harness,  and  let 
him  that  hath  no  sword  sell  his  garment  and  buy  one.  Re- 
member that  the  salvation  of  your  country  depends  on  your 
present  exertion  ;  and  that  this  summer  will  decide  the  fate 
of  America.  Don't  boggle  at  the  expense,  when  your  all  is 
at  stake.  If  we  conquer,  the  vacant  lands  and  confiscations 
will  abundantly  repay  the  expense  of  the  war ;  and  if  we  are 
overcome,  our  all  is  gone,  and  it  matters  not  how  much  we 
expend  in  the  contest.  Let  us,  therefore,  give  every  en- 
couragement to  those  who  go  forth  to  battle  and  jeopard 
their  lives  in  the  high  places  of  the  field,  being  assured  that 
if  the  ardour  of  the  soldiery  is  suppressed,  the  cause  will 
inevitably  sink,  and  that  he  who,  at  this  season,  cavils  at 
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ibe  charge,  and  wastes  the  precious  time  in  idle  harangues 
on  trivial  matters,  betrays  a  very  weak  or  wicked  mind,  and, 
like  Nero,  would  have  fiddled  while  Home  was  burning. 

Armatus. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL   OF    SAFETY   TO    COLONEL    HALL. 
rNo.  42.]  Annapolis,  June  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  Captain  Montagu,  of  the  Foivey  ship  of  war,  having 
broken  the  tmce,  by  receiving  a  number  of  servants  be- 
longing to  the  good  people  of  this  Province,  and  refusing 
to  deliver  them  on  demand  made  by  a  flag  sent  for  that 
purpose,  we  are  directed  by  the  Convention  to  order  part 
of  your  battalion  to  keep  guard  in  the  most  proper  places, 
from  the  mouth  of  Sotith  River  to  the  mouth  of  Fishing 
Creek,  to  repel  any  violence  which  may  be  offered  by  the 
said  vessel  or  her  tenders,  as  also  to  prevent  servants  or 
slaves  making  their  escape  from  their  masters.  You  will, 
therefore,  take  care  to  station  at  the  most  convenient  places 
on  that  coast  such  of  your  INIilitia,  well  armed,  and  provided 
with  ammunition,  as  can  be  prudently  spared  for  the  said 
purposes,  and  that  you  continue  to  keep  guard  on  that  sta- 
tion until  the  above  vessel  shall  have  sailed  down  the  bay. 

We  are,  fee. 
To  Colonels  HaU  and  Weems,  respectively. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    CAPTAIN   BEALL. 
[No.  43.]  Annapolis,  June  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  As  we  are  apprehensive  that  the  ship  of  war  on  her 
return  down  the  bay  may  make  some  attempt  to  land,  either 
to  procure  provisions  or  make  depredations,  we  have,  there- 
fore, sent  you  forty-three  muskets  and  seventeen  rifles,  in 
good  order,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  defeat  any  such 
designs.  You  will,  by  the  return  of  the  cart,  send  us  such  of 
the  arms  as  you  now  have  that  are  so  defective  and  bad 
that  cannot  be  used.  We  imagine  that  these  muskets  and 
rifles  are  more  than  you  will  want  at  Drum  Point,  and  that 
the  overplus  you  will  send  to  Captain  Thotnas.  We  expect 
that  arms  are  arrived  at  Port  Tobacco,  for  the  troops  sta- 
tioned there,  before  this  time. 
We  are,  &lc. 


To  Captain  Rezin  Beall. 


ANNAPOLIS  (Maryland)  committee. 

In  Committee  of  Observation,  Annapolis, 
June  25,  1776. 

William  Wallen,  of  this  city,  was  brought  before  this 
Committee,  in  consequence  of  an  order  given  to  Captain 
James  Tootell,  of  this  day,  for  apprehending  said  Wallen,  as 
having  committed  an  offence  of  a  most  dangerous  nature : 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Tootell  do  carry  said  Wallen  to 
the  Council  of  Safety,  now  sitting ;  and  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  Committee  of  Calvert  County,  which  were  sent  to  this 
Committee,  and  in  pursuance  whereof  the  said  Wallen  was 
taken  into  custody,  be  sent  to  the  said  Council. 

A  true  copy  of  the  proceedings : 

Stephen  Steward. 


ROBERT  ALEXANDER  TO  MARYLAND  CONVENTION. 

Newington,  June  25,  1776. 

Sir:  The  express  delivered  me  this  morning  a  letter 
from  Mr.  DuvaU,  requiring  my  attendance  in  Convention. 
Had  my  health  permitted,  I  should  have  been  at  Annapolis 
the  first  of  the  meeting ;  but  the  wound  in  my  ankle  has 
hitherto  and  still  continues  to  disable  me.  Since  last  Sun- 
day week  1  have  not  been  out  of  my  house,  and  it  is  with 
difficulty  and  great  pain  I  can  even  walk  from  one  room  to 
another. 

In  this  situation,  I  trust  my  absence  will  be  thought  ex- 
cusable, for,  credit  me,  sir,  when  I  assure  you,  that  duty  to 
my  constituents  and  inclination  both  prompt  me  to  join  in 
the  counsels  of  my  country,  and  more  especially  at  this  very 
interesting  period. 

With  respect  for  the  Convention,  and  personal  esteem  for 
yourself,  1  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Alexander. 
To  the  President  of  the  Maryland  Convention. 


JOHN  RODGERS  TO  MARYLAND  CONVENTION. 

Philadelphia,  June  25,  1776. 

Sir:  Since  writing  the  enclosed  the  post  arrived  from 
York,  and  brought  a  letter  from  General  Sullivan  to  the 
Congress,  giving  a  melancholy  account  of  another  unfortu- 
nate event  in  Canada.  General  7'Aom^jsort,  who  was  ordered, 
with  a  party  of  two  thousand  men,  to  dislodge  the  English 
forces  at  the  Three  Rivers,  was  attacked  by  General  Bur- 
goyne  and  totally  routed.  Thompson,  and  several  others, 
are  taken  prisoners,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  our 
men  killed  ;  the  rest  returned  to  the  Sorel.  The  letter  says 
further  (I  think)  Arnold  had  abandoned  Montreal;  and  that, 
upon  the  whole,  our  affairs  in  Canada  bear  a  most  unpromis- 
ing aspect. 

This  bad  news  is,  in  some  measure,  counterbalanced  by 
more  agreeable  intelligence  from  Boston.  The  piiblick  pa- 
pere  from  thence  itiform  us  that  the  £;i^&A  ships  of  war 
are  all  driven  away  from  the  Boston  harbour;  and  private 
letters  say  that  five  transports,  with  Scotch  troops,  have  been 
taken  lately  and  carried  into  the  eastern  ports.  The  post  is 
just  setting  off,  and  will  not  allow  me  to  be  more  particular. 
We  shall,  by  the  next  opportunity,  transmit  to  you  a  more 
full  and  satisfactory  account. 

A  report  prevails  here,  which  is  believed  to  be  true,  that 
a  most  diabolical  plot  to  assassinate  the  General  at  York, 
blow  up  the  magazine,  and  spike  the  cannon,  has  lately  been 
discovered.  Many  people,  it  is  said,  have  been  thrown  into 
prison,  and  some  remain  under  guard;  among  the  rest  is  the 
Mayor  of  the  city.  What  with  external  and  internal  ene- 
mies, we  fancy  we  shall  very  shortly  have  our  hands  full  of 
business. 

We  are,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient  ser- 

^^"^'  J.  RoDGERS. 

To  the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq.,  President  of 
the  Maryland  Convention. 


GEORGE    CLINTON   TO   JOHN   McKESSON. 

Philadelphia,  June  25,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  On  Friday  last  the  Congress  passed  a  resolve 
for  raising  a  regiment  of  Continental  troops  in  our  Colony; 
and  although  the  augmentation  of  the  Army  appeared  ne- 
cessary, yet  the  raising  a  whole  regiment  \r\  the  Colony  of 
New-York  at  this  time  might  not,  perhaps,  have  been  or- 
dered, were  it  not  with  a  view  of  providing  for  those  officers 
who  have  much  merit  from  re-engaging  in  the  service  of  their 
country  last  fall,  after  the  surrender  of  Montreal,  and  con- 
tinuing through  a  most  fatiguing  and  dangerous  campaign  in 
Canada  during  the  winter.     Major  Dubois  is  highly  recom- 
mended to  Congress,  as  well  by  the  General  Officers  as  the 
Committee  who  lately  returned  from  Canada,  (as  I  am  in- 
formed,) and  I  doubt  not  he  will  be  appointed  Colonel  of 
the  regiment,  especially  as  rank  as  well  as  merit  entitle  him  to 
it.     The  Congress  having  heretofore  left  the  appointment  or 
recommendation  of  the  officers  of  new  levies  with  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  in  which  the  same  are  raised,  and  being  there- 
fore loath  now  to  break  through  this  rule,  is  (I  am  informed) 
the  only  reason  why  the  officers  to  this  regiment  are  not 
appointed  here.     It  will  be  wise,  therefore,  to  take  special 
care  to  make  the  appointments  so  as  to  give  no  just  cause  of 
complaint,  by  appointing  the  officei-s  according  to  the  rank 
they  bear  in  the  arrangement  made  by  General  Montgomery 
at  Montreal,  on  their  re-engaging  in  the  service  till  the  15th 
o[  April  ultimo,  except  where  real  and  extraordinary  merit, 
or  the  contrary,  may  warrant  a  deviation  from  this  general 
rule.     Enclosed  1  send  you  the  arrangement  made  by  Ge- 
neral Montgomery  of  the  officers  of  my  brother's  regiment, 
and  have  noted  such  as  are  already  provided  for  in  the  regi- 
ment to  be  recruited  in  Canada  by  Colonel  Nicolson.     I 
also  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  officers  in  Colonel  Nicokon's 
Regiment,  as  those  who  are  already  provided  for  by  appoint- 
ment in  that  regiment  can  have  no  pretensions  to  any  ap- 
pointment or  promotion  in  this,  they  having  been  provided 
for  while  it  was  uncertain  whether  any  more  troops  would 
have  been  raised.     General  Montgomery's  faith  to  his  offi- 
cers also  re-engaged  in  the  service  at  Montreal,  will  not  be 
kept,  unless  the  appointments  in  this  regiment  are  made 
agreeable  to  the  arrangement,  as  thereby  many  officers  ac- 
quired new  and  higher  rank  in  their  respective  regiments 
than  what  they  had  by  the  printed  arrangement  made  by 
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Congress,  and  by  taking  up  the  old  one  might  do  injustice 
to  those  who  the  Congress  have  in  view  more  particularly 
to  provide  for.  Captain  Bmyn,  I  believe,  is  the  next  oldest 
Captain  who  continued  in  Canada,  and,  from  my  brother's 
character  of  him,  well  deserves  the  post  which  his  rank  will 
entitle  him  to.  He  is  a  young  man  of  education  and  for- 
tune, and  bears  an  unblemished  character.  I  wish  and 
believe  young  Piatt  may  be  properly  ))rovided  for  in  this 
regiment.  He  was  with  Major  Dubois  and  Captain  Bruyn  at 
Point  La  Caile,  at  the  engagement  between  our  people  and 
a  numi)er  of  Canadians,  in  which  the  latter  were  defeated, 
and  behaved  well,  as  Major  Dubois  can  testify. 

We  have  just  received  the  disagreeable  intelligence  from 
Canada  of  the  defeat  of  part  of  our  Army  under  General 
Thompson,  and  of  his  being  taken,  &:c.,  &c.,  which  you 
must  have  had  before  it  reached  us.  We  seem  unfortunate 
in  that  quarter ;  but  we  must  learn  to  bear  the  sound  of  bad 
as  well  as  good  news.  Indeed  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 
expect  the  chance  of  war  always  in  our  favour. 

We  have  nothing  new  here  worth  communicating ;  when- 
ever we  have  you  may  expect  to  hear  from  me.  I  mean 
this  scroll  for  my  friends  Treadtoell  and  Hubbel,  as  well  as 
you,  not  having  time  to  write  to  either  of  them.  My  best 
compliments  to  them ;  and  believe  me  to  be  yours  most  af- 
fectionately, ~  ^ 

George  Clinton. 
To  John  McKesson,  Esq. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  June  2,'5,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  21st  instant  by  Mr.  Bennett,  with 
the  enclosure,  were  duly  received  and  laid  before  Congress, 
as  you  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  resolves,  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  request  your  attention. 

Although  the  Commissioners  have  undoubtedly  mistaken 
the  intention  of  Congress,  yet  the  terms  in  which  the  resolve 
is  conceived,  viz :  "  That  the  General  be  empowered  to  em- 
ploy in  Canada  a  number  of  Indians,  not  exceeding  two 
thousand,"  may,  at  first  view,  seem  to  confine  their  employ- 
ment to  the  limits  of  that  Province,  and  to  give  a  latitude  of 
construction  as  to  the  place  in  which  they  are  to  be  raised ; 
and  in  this  sense  they  must  have  been  understood  by  Ge- 
neral Schuyler  and  the  other  Commissioners.  I  am,  how- 
ever, to  request  you  will  give  orders  to  have  a  stop  put  to 
raising  the  Mohegan  and  Stockhridge  Indians  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  shall  write  Goyernour  Trumbull  to  the  same 
purpose. 

The  conduct  of  the  Quartermaster-General  in  detaining 
the  tents  sent  from  this  place  to  Massachusetts-Bay  is  a 
stretch  of  office  which,  though  it  may  be  well  meant,  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  extraordinary  one.  You  will,  therefore,  be 
pleased  to  order  them  to  be  delivered  up,  and  forwarded  to 
the  Massachusetts-Bay  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  other  resolves,  herewith  transmitted,  calculated  to 
suppress  insurrections  and  to  promote  good  order  and  obedi- 
ence to  laws  in  the  United  Colonies,  are  so  full  and  explicit 
that  I  need  not  enlarge.  It  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that 
internal  convulsions  do  always  extremely  weaken  the  force 
and  springs  of  Government,  and  must  necessarily  render  its 
operations  against  foreign  enemies  less  vigorous  and  deci- 
sive. 

Application  having  been  made  to  Congress  with  regard 
to  victualling  the  flying  camp,  I  am  directed  to  request °you 
will  inform  them  what  is  the  cost  of  a  ration  as  furnished  by 
the  Commissary-General. 

The  several  matters  in  your  letters  are  before  a  Commit- 
tee. The  proposal  respecting  a  troop  of  horse  is  liked  ;  and 
as  soon  as  the  Committee  bring  in  their  report,  and  it  is  con- 
sidered, you  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  the  result. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant,  t  ti  ^^ 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  New-York. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS   TO    GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Philadelphia,  June  S."),  1776. 

Honourable  Sir  :  The  Congress  being  informed,  by  letter 
from  General  Washington,  that  General  Schuyler  and  the 
other  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  had  come  to  a  de- 


termination of  taking  into  Continental  pay  the  Mohcgans 
and  Stockbridge  Indians,  I  am  directed  by  Cono-ress  to 
request  you  will  give  orders  to  have  a  stop  put  to  raising 
them  as  soon  as  possible;  and  that  no  proceedings  be  had 
by  the  Commissioners  till  the  further  direction  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant,  ,  .,  ^      ., 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Governour  Trumbull,  Connecticut. 


president   of    CONGRESS    TO  CONVENTION    OF    NEW-HAMP- 
SHIRE. 

Philadelphia,  June  25,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Since  my  last  of  the  2Ist  instant,  I  have 
nothing  further  in  charge  from  Congress  except  the  enclosed 
resolves,  which  are  so  full  and  explicit  that  I  need  not  en- 
large. You  will  perceive  they  are  calculated  to  prevent 
insurrections,  and  to  introduce  good  order  and  obedience  to 
laws  throughout  the  United  Colonies — objects  of  the  great- 
est importance  in  our  present  situation,  since  all  internal 
convulsions,  while  they  weaken  the  force  and  sprinu-s  of 
Government,  must  necessarily  render  its  operations  agtinst 
foreign  enemies  less  vigorous  and  decisive. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  Convention  of  Neio-Hampshire. 

(Same  to  the  Assembly  oi  Maaaachusetts-Bay,  Assembly  of  Rhode- 
Island,  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  and  to  the  Convention  of  AVn>- 
York.) 


PRESIDENT   or    CONGRESS    TO    CONVENTION   OF   NEW-HAMP- 
SHIRE. 

Philadelphia,  June  25,  1776. 
Gentlemen:  The  Congress  have  this  day  come  to  the 
enclosed  resolves,  which  I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting 
in  obedience  to  their  commands. 

You  will  there  find  they  have  come  to  a  resolution  to 
augment  the  number  of  men  destined  for  Canada  four  thou- 
sand. I  am  therefore  to  request  you  will  send  immediately 
one  regiment  of  your  Militia  by  way  of  augmentation  of  the 
troops  destined  for  that  department ;  and  at  the  same  time 
earnestly  to  entreat  you  to  be  expeditious  in  raising  and 
equipping  your  troops,  and  to  provide  them  with  clothes, 
tents,  and  other  necessary  camp  equipage,  for  which  the 
United  Colonies  will  engage  to  reimburse  you. 

In  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  in  which  were  enclosed 
sundry  resolves  of  Congress  with  regard  to  your  sending  a 
part  of  your  Militia  into  Canada,  I  took  the  liberty  of  sug- 
gesting everything  that  occurred  to  urge  you  to  a  speedj' 
compliance  with  the  same.  If  the  complexion  of  our  affairs 
in  that  quarter  was  disagreeable  at  that  time,  it  has  since 
altered  extremely,  and  become  much  more  alarmino-. 

The  arrival  of  General  Burgoyne  with  a  large  reinforce- 
ment, the  defeat  of  General  Thompson  with  the  troops  under 
his  command,  and  his  being  made  prisoner,  are  so  many 
striking  circumstances  that  render  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
be  more  expeditious  in  our  preparations  for  the  defence  of 
that  Province,  as  well  as  to  increase  our  force  there.  The 
present  is  not  a  time  for  delay.  Everything  we  have  a  right 
to  expect  from  that  quarter  depends  upon  expedition. 
Without  it,  we  shall  inevitably  be  ruined.  Remember  your 
own  safety  and  the  security  of  Canada  are  exactly  one  and 
the  same  thing.  If  our  enemies  are  not  opposed  at  a  dis- 
tance, we  must  engage  them  in  our  borders.  One  idea 
should  be  forever  on  our  minds — that,  in  the  conduct  of 
political  affairs,  every  moment  is  precious.  A  week,  a  day, 
even  an  hour,  has  often  proved  decisive ;  and  by  an  attention 
thereto,  the  liberties  of  a  country  have  either  been  esta- 
blished or  destroyed  forever. 

I  must  repeat  again  to  you  that,  in  all  human  probability, 
the  fate  o(  America  will  be  determined  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign. Much  depends  on  your  Colony.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
help  once  more  pressing  you  to  be  expeditious  in  equipping 
and  sending  forward  your  troops.  As  an  additional  encour- 
agement, the  Congress  have  resolved  that  a  bounty  of  ten 
dollars  be  given  every  soldier  who  shall  inlist  for  three 
years. 

May  the  Great  Disposer  of  all  human  events  animate 
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and  guide  your  councils,  and  enable  you  so  to  determine, 
tliat^ou  may  not  only  establish  your  own  temporal  peace 
and  happiness,  but  those  of  your  posterity.  Forgive  this 
passionate  language,  I  am  unable  to  restrain  it,  it  is  the 
language  of  the  heart. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Convention  of  New-Ha7nj)shire. 

(Same  to  the  .\s8embly  of  Mattachuaetlt-Bay,  and  the  Assembly  of 
Connecticut.) 

ELBRIDGE    GERRY   TO   JAMES    WARREN. 

Philadelphia,  June  25,  1776. 

My  dear  Sir:  I  am  favoured  with  your  very  agreeable 
letter  of  the  10th  of  June,  and  am  in  hopes  Congress  will 
soon  render  it  unnecessary  to  take  further  measures  prepa- 
ratory to  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  New-Jersey 
has  appointed  five  new  Delegates,  and  instructed  them  to 
vote  in  favour  of  the  question  ;  and  it  appears  to  me  there 
is  not  even  a  doubt  of  any  Colony  on  the  continent,  except 
New-York  and  Maryland.  These  will  not  impede  us  a 
moment.  1  do  not  affirm  that  either  of  these  are  of  the 
neuter  gender;  but  on  the  other  hand  am  pei-suaded  the 
people  are  in  favour  of  a  total  and  final  separation,  and  will 
support  the  measure,  even  if  the  Conventions  and  Delegates 
of  those  Colonies  vote  against  it. 

Since  my  first  arrival  in  this  city,  the  Netv-England  De- 
legates have  been  in  a  continual  war  with  the  advocates  of 
Proprietary  interests  in  Congress  and  this  Colony.  These 
are  they  who  are  most  in  the  way  of  the  measures  we  liave 
proposed  ;  but  1  think  the  contest  is  pretty  nearly  at  an  end, 
and  am  persuaded  that  the  people  of  this  and  the  middle 
Colonies  have  a  clearer  view  of  their  interests,  and  will  use 
their  endeavours  to  eradicate  the  Ministerial  influence  of 
Governours,  Proprietors,  and  Jacobites,  and  that  they  now 
more  confide  in  the  politicks  of  the  New-England  Colonies 
than  they  ever  did  in  those  of  their  hitherto  unequal  Govern- 
ments.     Yours,  as  ever,  Elbridge  Gerry. 


EXTRACT  OF   A  LETTER  FROM  PHILADELPHIA,  DATED  JUNE 
25,    1776. 

Captain  Speake,  of  T'lrginia,  is  arrived  at  Chincoteague 
with  six  thousand  pounds  of  powder,  and  twelve  thousand 
pounds  of  brimstone,  some  fire-arms,  he.  Tlie  Kingfisher 
brought  a  schooner  into  the  road,  where  she  burnt  her.  By 
last  accounts  from  the  Capes,  the  enemy's  ships  were  all  on 
a  cruise  along  the  coast.  Captain  Walker,  of  Wilmington, 
who  was  taken  in  a  brig,  is  sent  in  the  same  brig  to  Hali- 
fax. Colonel  Miles  writes  that  he  imagines  he  shall  have 
to  disarm  the  Tories  in  Sussex.  The  Deputies  in  Confe- 
rence, on  Sunday  last,  took  the  sense  of  the  Members 
present  on  Independence,  when  every  man  rose  to  sliow 
his  assent  to  the  same,  and  they  have  since  drawn  up  a  de- 
claration of  their  sentiments  in  favour  of  Independence, 
which  they  will  deliver  to  Congress.  I  am  just  told  the 
schooner  which  was  burnt  belonged  to  Egg-Harbour. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON   TO    HENRY   BROOMFIELD. 

New-York,  June  25,  1776. 

Sir:  The  honourable  Congress  having  determined  a 
valuation  shall  be  made  of  the  ordnance  stores  taken  last 
fall  by  Captain  Manly,  and  directed  me  to  appoint  a  person 
on  behalf  of  the  continent  to  do  it  in  conjunction  with  one 
to  be  chosen  by  Captain  Manly,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the 
enclosed  resolve,  I  must  request  the  favour  of  you  to  under- 
take the  business.  I  have  transmitted  the  original  invoice 
to  Major-General  Ward,  upon  which  you  are  to  act.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  qualify,  as  the  resolve  directs,  and  after 
the  estimate  is  made,  to  annex  it  to  the  invoice  under  your 
hand.  General  Ward  will  forward  it  to  me  when  it  is 
finislied.  And  praying  your  excuse  for  this  trouble  and 
liberty,  I  am,  he, 

George  Washington. 
To  Mr.  Henry  Broomjield. 

(A  similar  letter  seat  to  Commodore  Manly.) 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON  TO    COLONEL   JAMES    CLINTON. 

New-York,  June  25,  1776. 

Sir:  1  received  yours  of  the  20th  instant,  and  in  answer 
thereto  request  you  to  draw  out  of  your  regiment  all  the 
armourers  in  it,  and  set  them  immediately  to  work.  They 
will  receive  the  same  pay  as  the  armourers  here  do  under 
the  like  circumstances.  You  must  endeavour  to  engage 
the  one  you  mention  upon  the  same  terms  that  are  given 
here  ;  but  if  yon  cannot  do  better,  you  must  continue  him 
on  those  contained  in  your  letter. 

In  respect  to  keeping  two  of  the  Commissioners,  if  they 
are  absolutely  necessary,  it  must  be  done,  till  you  are  pro- 
vided with  an  Engineer,  or  so  long  as  they  may  be  wanted. 
Will  not  one  be  sufficient  ?  If  it  will,  two  need  not  be 
retained. 

It  being  impossible  to  procure  a  sufficient  number  of 
tents  for  the  whole  Army,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to 
procure  a  quantity  of  thin  boards,  which  you  must  have  put 
up  in  a  close  manner,  to  answer  the  purpose.  This  is  now 
doing  for  General  Scott's  Militia  brigade,  and  will  do  ex- 
ceedingly well. 

I  cannot  but  consider  the  pay  of  the  carpenters  enormous 
and  extravagant ;  nor  can  I  suggest  any  good  reason  why 
they  should  receive  more  than  tiiose  employed  here;  some 
of  which  (for  instance.  Captain  Brucn's  Company,  from  the 
Jerseys)  are  complete  workmen,  and  can  execute  almost 
any  kind  of  work  in  the  best  manner.  I  desire  you  will 
endeavour  to  lessen  their  pay,  and  to  prevail  on  them  to 
receive  no  more  than  what  is  given  here. 

The  pay-rolls  will  be  settled  by  the  Provincial  Congress 
up  to  the  last  of  April  inclusive,  as  has  been  done  with  the 
other  troops  raised  in  this  Colony.  The  abstracts  after  that 
time  will  be  taken  in  and  paid  by  me  as  others  are. 

I  observe  by  the  returns,  that  your  regiment  is  still  greatly 
deficient  in  arms,  which  is  a  circumstance  highly  distre-ssing 
at  this  time.  As  I  have  no  prospect  of  getting  any  that  I 
know  of,  I  request  you  to  place  no  dependance  on  me  for 
a  supply,  and  that  you  will  use  every  possible  method  you 
can  to  procure  what  you  want  from  the  country  people,  or 
wheresoever  they  can  be  had  by  purchasing. 

I  am,  Stc, 

George  Washington, 

To  Colonel  James  Clinton,  Fort  Constitution. 

P.  S.  The  powder  of  the  Province  in  your  hands,  and 
which  is  made  up  in  cartridges,  you  must  not  spare  by  any 
means  ;  but  repay  the  quantity  of  it  out  of  the  Continental 
Army. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  COLONEL  BAYLEY. 

New-York,  June  25,  1776. 

Sir:  I  this  morning  received  yours  of  the  28th  ultimo, 
and  approve  the  measures  you  had  adopted  for  opening  the 
road  to  St.  Johns,  which  may  be  still  proper  to  pursue  ;  but 
as  our  Army  in  Canada,  since  their  retreat  from  (^uebeck, 
has  met  with  further  misfortunes,  and  there  is  the  strongest 
reason  to  believe  they  will  be  obliged  to  abandon  the  pos- 
session of  that  country,  if  they  have  not  already  done  it,  I 
would  advise  you  to  consider  well  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages that  will  result  from  completing  the  work.  If 
the  enemy  will  be  thereby  afforded  an  easy  pass  to  make 
incursions  into  our  Colonies,  and  to  commit  depredations, 
and  the  advantages  we  shall  derive  from  it  will  not  greatly 
overbalance  these  inconveniences,  it  will  be  improper  to 
carry  it  on. 

The  change  which  has  taken  place  in  our  affairs  in  that 
quarter  may  render  what  was  extremely  right  to  be  done 
some  time  ago,  very  inexpedient  and  unadvisable  now.  As 
you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  country  through  which 
the  communication  was  designed  to  be  made,  and  I  am  not, 
I  shall  submit  the  propriety  of  completing  it  to  you,  under 
the  circumstances  1  have  mentioned,  not  meaning  to  direct 
you  to  one  thing  or  another. 

I  presume  you  received  my  letter  of  the  29th  of  April, 
and  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  I  sent  by  Mr.  Wal- 
lace.    You  have  not  mentioned  it. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington.  . 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jacob  Baylcy,  Bulls-Head. 
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DR.    MORGAN    TO    SAMUEL    ADAMS. 


New-York,  June  25,  1776. 

Sir:  The  state  of  the  Army  in  Canada,  according  to 
Dr.  LIikTs  account,  (who  is  just  arrived  from  thence,  by 
order  of  General  Sullivan,  for  a  supply  of  medicines,)  is 
truly  deplorable.  I  have  seen  no  return  of  the  sick,  but  he 
assures  me  that,  in  the  beginning  of  this  month,  tiiere  were 
no  less  than  eighteen  hundred  men  down  with  the  small- 
pox, and  the  total  of  sick  and  unfit  for  duty  amounted  to 
three  thousand  three  hundred  men  ;  and  he  says  they  have 
no  medicines.  Such  a  report  is  scarcely  credible ;  but  you 
may  learn  the  particulars  yourself  from  him,  as  he  intends 
going  to  Philadelphia. 

General  Gates  sets  out  to-morrow  to  take  the  command 
of  the  Army  in  Canada.  Dr.  Potts  will  accompany  him. 
I  have  therefore  given  ordere  to  supply  him  from  the  Gene- 
ral Hospital  with  a  large  chest  of  such  medicines  as  I  can 
best  spare,  and  which  can  be  got  ready  to-morrow  before 
his  departure.  Upon  looking  into  Dr.  Potts's  commission, 
I  find  he  is  appointed  Physician  and  Surgeon  in  the  De- 
partment of  Canada;  but  whether  it  be  of  a  regiment  or  in 
the  Hospital,  is  not  specified  ;  nor  does  it  show  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  Congress  to  vest  him  with  the  power  of  a 
Director  in  the  General  Hospital ;  nor  can  I  learn  what 
appointment  Dr.  Stringer  has,  or  what  is  the  nature  of  his 
commission. 

From  all  I  am  able  to  learn,  everything  in  the  Medical 
Department  in  Canada  displays  one  scene  of  confusion 
and  anarchy;  nor  have  the  Congress  taken  upon  itself  to 
establish,  or  vested  any  person  whatever  with  a  power 
sufficient  to  establish,  a  General  Hospital  in  Canada. 

The  Congress  cannot,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be  too 
speedy  in  determining  what  steps  are  to  be  taken  for  this 
purpose,  and  for  settling  a  due  subordination  amongst  the 
Surgeons  there.  It  would  be  of  particular  use  that  the 
intentions  of  Congress  were  made  known  in  respect  to  Dr. 
Stringer  and  Dr.  Potts,  whether  either  of  them  is  to  be 
considered  as  Director,  by  appointment  of  Congress,  and 
which  of  them ;  or  whether  they  are  both  to  be  looked 
upon  as  Surgeons  depending  on,  and  acting  by  instructions 
from  me.  I  have  never  seen  Dr.  Stritiger's  commission. 
In  either  case  they  will  require  more  help  than  they  have  at 
present ;  and  in  the  latter,  I  suppose  I  ought  to  have  the 
appointment  of  three  or  four  more  Hospital  Surgeons,  an 
Apothecary,  and  a  sufficiency  of  mates  in  that  department, 
without  diminishing  the  number  I  have  allowed  me  for  the 
Army  at  Neio-York,  as  I  have  none  here  that  are  super- 
fluous. Other  officers,  as  a  Storekeeper,  Steward,  and 
Matron,  are  also  wanted  in  Canada,  with  nurses  and  occa- 
sional labourers.  Whatever  is  determined  on  in  respect  to 
these  matters,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  immediately;  till 
then,  my  hands  are  tied  up,  and  the  Army  suffering  for 
want  of  help. 

I  am  not  sure  that  our  disgrace  and  misfortunes  in  Canada 
are  not  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  shameful  proceed- 
ings of  the  Surgeons  in  spreading  the  small-pox,  by  inocu- 
lation, amongst  the  soldiery,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 
Instead  of  inoculating  the  soldiery  under  like  circumstances 
before  Boston,  General  Washington,  upon  my  representa- 
tion, continued  to  keep  in  pay  a  Surgeon  and  Mate  to  attend 
all  that  fell  ill  of  the  small-pox.  A  Hospital  was  fixed  for 
their  reception  only,  in  a  retired  place,  and  a  guard  set 
V  round  it,  and  all  communication  between  it  and  the  Army 
was  cut  off;  and  so  soon  as  any  one  was  seized  with  the 
infection,  of  whatever  rank,  he  was  sent  to  the  small-pox 
Hospital.  By  this  means  every  inconvenience  arising  from 
the  appearance  of  the  small-pox  was  prevented,  and  the 
Army  effectually  secured  from  danger  from  that  quarter^ 

Had  there  been  a  General  Hospital  in  Canada  there  would 
have  been  better  order,  and  some  subordination  observed, 
which  is  now  wholly  wanting  ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
whilst  the  Congress,  occupied  in  a  multiplicity  of  weighty 
concerns,  can  proceed  but  slowly  on  this  matter,  the  oppor- 
tunity may  be  lost.  Rather  than  postpone,  however,  so 
-'  important  a  concern,  would  it  not  be  right  to  place  full  con- 
fidence and  power  in  a  proper  person  capable  to  arrant^e 
these  matters  us  they  ought  to  be,  with  ample  authority  for 
the  purpose,  rather  than  suffer  a  loss  of  men,  to  the  discou- 
ragement of  the  whole  Army,  for  want  of  a  due  provision 
being  made  for  the  sick  and  wounded  ? 


If  the  Congress  will  fix  on  the  means  and  manner  of  es- 
tablishing a  General  Hospital  at  Canada,  it  will  ease  me  of 
much  trouble ;  but  if  they  are  not  at  leisure,  or  not  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  what  is  the  proper  manner,  and  will 
order  me  to  do  it  for  them,  giving  me  such  power  as  they 
think  adequate,  I  will  do  the  best  I  can  to  effect  this  desi- 
rable end  immediately.  Excuse,  sir,  my  dwelling  so  earnest- 
ly on  this  subject ;  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the 
service,  and  delays  are  dangerous.  I  cannot  expect  to  re- 
ceive instructions  on  this  matter  from  General  Washington ; 
he  supposes  that  I  understand  the  affairs  of  this  department, 
and  relies  wholly  on  me  for  everything  which  relates  lo  it. 
But  I  neither  durst  nor  will  1  presume  to  meddle  in  affairs 
out  of  my  province,  or  that  are  beyond  the  sphere  in  which 
I  suppose  I  was  designed  originally  by  Congress  to  move. 
Such,  I  imagine,  is  the  arrangement  of  Hospital  affairs  in 
Canada,  and  the  undertaking  to  supply  the  Surgeons  there 
with  what  is  necessary  for  a  General  Hospital,  without  fresh 
instructions  or  more  ample  power  than  I  now  have,  either 
from  the  Congress  or  Commander-in-Chief,  as  my  commis- 
sion directs  me  to  look  to  them  for  orders. 

I  wait  impatiently  for  an  order  from  Congress  to  empower 
me  to  demand  such  a  proportion  of  the  Continental  medi- 
cines left  in  the  care  of  Messrs.  De  Lancey  ^  Smith,  as  they 
n)ay  think  fit  to  allot  for  this  department.  In  determining 
that  proportion,  they  will  please  to  consider  (if  we  can  trust 
to  Dr.  Lind's  account)  that  there  is  not  an  article  of  medi- 
cine in  Canada  in  the  hands  of  any  surgeon  on  that  expe- 
dition. 

June26, 1776. — Since  writing  the  above.  Dr.  Potts  hav- 
ing received  a  supply  of  medicines  from  the  General  Hospital 
store.  Dr.  Lind  has  set  off  with  General  Gates  and  him  for 
Canada. 

I  remain,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant, 

John  Morgan. 
To  the  Honourable  Samuel  Adams,  Esq.,  Member  of  the 

Medical  Committee  of  Congress. 


ADRIAN    ONDERDONK    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 
In  Committee  for  the  District  of  Cow-Neck,  Great-Neck,  &o.. 

June  25, 1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Whereas  a  vacancy  has  happened  in  the 
officers  of  the  Militia  Company  of  this  District  by  the  pro- 
motion of  Captain  Sands  to  the  rank  of  Colonel :  This  is 
to  certify  that  the  following  gentlemen  having  signed  the 
General  Association,  and  being  duly  elected  as  officers  of 
the  Militia  Company  in  this  District,  (in  room  of  those  pro- 
moted,) agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the  honourable 
Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  we  do  hereby  return 
and  recommend  them  accordingly  for  their  commissions,  viz : 
Thomas  Mitchell,  Captain,  Aspenwall  Cornwall,  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Oliver  Lawrence,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Adrian  Onderdonk,  Dep.  Chairman. 
Attest :        John  Harmer,  Clerh. 

To  the  Hon.  Provincial  Congress  oi  New-Yorli. 


DUTCHESS    COUNTY    (nEW-YORk)    COMMITTEE, 

In  Committee,  Dutchess  County,  J 
June  25,  1776.      > 

Resolved,  That  William  Clark  be  recommended  to  the 
Provincial  Congress  for  the  commission  of  Captain  in  the 
stead  of  Captain  Darling,  already  in  the  service. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Graham  be  recommended  for  the 
commission  of  Lieutenant  in  the  First  Company,  and  Theo- 
doras Brett  for  the  commission  of  Lieutenant  in  the  Third 
Company  in  the  same  corps. 

Resolved,  That  Reuben  Hopkins  be  appointed  Muster- 
master  for  Captain  Smith's  Company,  and  Dr.  Carey  for 
Captain  Clark's  Company. 

August  6,  1776. — Lieutenant  Graham  having  resigned 
his  commission  in  Captain  Smith's  Company,  Resolved,  That 
Stephen  Haight  be  recommended  for  the  above  commis- 
sion. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

Jesse  Oakley,  Secretary. 
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COMMITTEE  OF  HANOVER  PRECINCT,  ULSTER  COUNTY,  NEW- 
YORK. 

At  a  meeting;  of  the  Committee  of  Hanover  Precinct,  at 
tiie  house  of  Widow  Crist,  on  Tuesday,  the  25th  of  this 
instant,  June,  1776,  WilUain  Cross  Chairman  : 

Resolved,  1st,  That  John  Barkly  and  James  Huston  do 
attend  Captain  Vancuran's  Company  on  the  27th  of  this 
instant,  June. 

And  they  attended  accordingly,  when  the  Company  elected 
James  Munnel,  Sen.,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  John  Barber 
Ensign,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 
Attest :  William  Cross,  Chairman. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER   TO    GENERAL    GATES. 

Albany,  June  25,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  About  twelve  last  night  General  Arnold 
arrived  here.  Our  Army  has  been  under  the  necessity  of 
leaving  the  inhabited  part  of  Canada  and  retreating  to  Isle- 
aux-I^'oix,  which  has  been  happily  effected  without  loss  of 
men,  and  only  nine  batteaus  and  three  pieces  of  cannon 
left  behind.  The  sick  are  coming  on  to  Crown  Point.  Gene- 
ral Sullivan,  with  the  remainder,  was  at  Isle-aux-Noix  on 
the  19th,  and  intended  to  remain  there  until  he  received  or- 
devs  from  General  Washington  or  me  to  retire  further  south, 
although  I  believe  he  will  be  obliged  to  leave  it  either  by 
his  ow  n  Army  or  that  of  the  enemy.  I  have  recommended 
a  farther  retreat  to  Point-au-Fer  or  Isle-la-Mottc,  both  be- 
cause it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  a  Council  of  War  and 
the  wish  of  all  the  officers,  who,  General  Arnold  informs  me, 
have  addressed  him  upon  the  occasion,  and  because  I  know 
it  will  not  be  a  difficult  matter  for  the  enemy  to  occupy  both 
shores  on  this  side  of  him,  for  six  miles,  and  prevent,  if  not 
a  retreat,  at  least  a  supply  of  provisions. 

I  wish  you  to  hasten  up  with  all  jx)ssible  despatch,  that 
we  may  advise  together  on  the  most  eligible  methods  to  be 
pursued  to  prevent  an  increase  of  our  misfortunes  in  this 
unlucky  quarter.  I  have  a  very  confident  hope  that  our 
naval  superiority  will  prevent  the  enemy's  crossing  Lake 
Champlain;  and  although  they  will  exert  themselves  in  build- 
ing vessels  of  force,  yet  I  think  we  can  outbuild  them. 

I  shall  this  day  send  to  Connecticut  and  the  Massachusetts 
for  ship-carpenters,  as  we  cannot  be  supplied  with  any  from 
I^ew-York. 

Adieu,  my  dear  General,  and  believe  me,  with  every 
friendly  and  affectionate  wish,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant,  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  the  Honourable  General  Gates. 

Be  so  good  as  to  take  a  bed  with  me,  that,  whilst  you 
remain,  we  may  be  as  much  together  as  possible. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER   TO    GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL. 

Albany,  June  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  General  Sullivan,  with  our  Northern  Army,  is  now 
at  Isle-aiLX-Noix,  to  which  place  he  retired  on  the  18th  in- 
stant, having  conducted  his  retreat  from  the  Sorel  in  such 
a  manner  as  not  to  lose  a  man,  and  only  nine  batteaus,  with 
three  pieces  of  cannon.  For  particulars,  as  I  am  crowded 
with  business,  permit  me  to  refer  you  to  Mr.  Trumbull,  who 
will  write  you  by  the  bearer.  We  have  happily  such  a 
naval  superiority  on  Lake  Champlain  that  I  have  a  confi- 
dent hope  the  enemy  will  not  appear  upon  it  this  campaign, 
especially  as  our  strength  in  that  way  is  increasing  by  the 
addition  of  gondolas,  two  of  which  are  nearly  finished.  Con- 
gress has  ordered  that  we  should  by  all  means  keep  the  na- 
vigation of  that  Lake  to  ourselves  ;  I  must,  therefore,  employ 
more  ship-carpenters,  and  should  be  glad  if  your  Honour 
would  order  some  proper  pei-sons  to  engage  two  companies 
of  twenty-five  each.  The  wages  will  be  the  same  as  those 
receive  that  are  now  employed  in  the  publick  service ;  and 
I  wish  they  should  enter  into  a  similar  agreement,  observing 
that  their  pay  will  commence  from  the  time  they  respectively 
leave  home,  and  allowing  at  the  rate  of  one  day  for  every 
twenty  miles  for  coming  to  or  returning  from  Albany;  from 
thence  the  same  as  those  now  employed.  What  that  is,  your 
Honour  will  see  by  the  enclosed,  which  is  a  copy  of  my 
agreement  with  one  of  the  companies  now  employed.  As 
they  must  necessarily  provide  themselves  with  provisions 
during  their  march,  1  will  allow  them  one-third  of  a  dollar 


per  day  until  they  arrive  at  Albany;  and  as  every  species  of 
this  allowance  cannot  at  all  times  be  got,  the  difference  will 
be  paid  at  the  end  of  the  campaign  ;  and  therefore  they  will 
give  receipts  to  the  Commissaries  for  the  quantity  of  each 
specie  they  may  receive. 

Sundry  pereons  are  prisoners  here — some  from  Canada, 
and  others  from  Tryon  County.  The  Committee  of  this 
place  think  it  dangerous  that  they  should  remain  in  it,  and 
ha\  e  requested  me  to  move  them  elsewhere.  I  have  ordered 
them  to  your  Colony.  They  are  to  leave  this  to-morrow, 
by  way  ol' Dutchess  County,  and  I  have  directed  their  route 
to  Hartford.  Permit  me  to  beg  your  Honour  to  give  the 
necessary  directions  for  their  future  residence.  A  list  of  the 
names  is  enclosed.  Sergeant  Brown,  of  tlie  Artillery,  I  am 
informed  by  General  Arnold  and  othei's,  attempted  to  escape 
into  Quebeck.  He,  I  think,  ought  to  be  closely  confined  lor 
his  breach  of  promise. 

Be  so  good,  sir,  as  to  favour  me  with  a  line  in  answer  by 
the  bearer,  and  advise  me,  if  you  possibly  can,  when  you 
guess  the  carpenters  (if  any)  may  reach  Albany. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  Honour's  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vant, Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Honourable  Governour  Trumbull. 


ALBANY    committee. 
Albany  Committee-Chamber,  June  13,  1776. 

Mr.  Rensselaer  made  the  following  motion,  and  was  se- 
conded : 

Whereas  our  constituents  have  deemed  Abraham  C.  Cuy- 
ler,  Henry  Cuyler,  Stephen  De  Lancey,  John  Monier,  John 
Duncan,  Lieutenant  McDonald,  and  Benjamin  Hilton,  no- 
toriously disaffected  to  the  measures  pursued  by  the  friends 
to  American  liberty,  and  in  consequence  thereof  imprisoned 
them,  and  instructed  us  to  remove  them  out  of  this  County: 
As  one  of  their  Representatives,  1  move  that  the  said  persons 
above-mentioned  be  removed,  under  guard,  to  Hartford,  in 
Connecticut ;  and  that  a  letter  be  written  to  his  Honour  Go- 
venour  Trumbull,  requesting  him  to  dispose  of  them  in  his 
Colony,  as  he  shall  think  proper ;  and  that  the  said  persons 
pay  all  the  expenses  which  have  or  may  be  incurred  by 
reason  of  their  confinement,  removal,  and  maintenance. 

Upon  which  debates  arising,  and  the  question  being  put, 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

Mat.  VisscHER,  Secretary. 

List  of  Charges  against  the  persons  sent  from  this  City  to 
Hartford,  in  Connecticut. 

Abraham  C.  Cuyler  is  openly  and  avowedly  countenan- 
cing of,  and  associating  with,  such  persons  as  were  suspected 
of  being  unfriendly  to  the  American  cause,  without  having 
regard  to  the  rank  or  character  of  such  persons,  and  fre- 
quently speaking  in  the  most  violent  terms  against  the  cause 
of  America ;  amongst  which  he  said  the  King's  standard 
would  be  hoisted  before  the  1st  day  oiJune  last  past ;  it  being 
asked  who  would  hoist  it,  he  answered  it  would  be  done,  and 
rather  than  it  should  not  be  done,  he  would  do  it  himself. 
At  another  time  he  mentioned  that  if  twelve  or  fourteen  of 
the  ringleaders  out  of  the  town  oi  Albany  were  hanged,  mat- 
ters would  not  be  carried  as  they  now  are,  to  deprive  the 
people  of  their  just  rights  by  their  arbitrary  proceedings ; 
that  he  was  a  friend  to  the  Constitution  oi  Great  Britain, 
and  good  order  and  Government ;  and  that  England  never 
meant  to  distress  America,  and  that  we  brought  the  war 
upon  ourselves  ;  and  that  the  Americans  were  acting  in  open 
rebellion  ;  and  that  many  of  the  Congress  had  sinister  views, 
and  meant  only  to  make  their  fortunes ;  and  further  he  has 
by  artful  and  insinuating  speeches,  endeavoured  to  depreciate 
the  Continental  currency.  It  would  be  needless  to  enume- 
rate the  many  and  scandalous  speeches  he  has  made  use  of 
against  his  bleeding  country,  as  a  further  confirmation  in  our 
opinion  of  his  unfriendly  behaviour.  He  was  apprised  of 
almost  every  disaster  that  happened  to  our  troops  before 
the  news  came  by  express  to  us,  and  made  mention  of  the 
manoeuvres  of  the  British  Army,  the  intention  of  the  Indians 
in  going  to  Canada,  and  many  other  circumstances  of  a  like 
kind,  which  have  since  come  to  pass.  It  has  also  appeared, 
from  an  affidavit  of  one  Brando,  of  Catskill,  that  one  Jan- 
sen,  of  the  same  place,  asked  him  (Brando)  whether  he 
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could  keep  a  secret ;  and  on  being  answered  in  tlie  affirma- 
tive, Jansen  asked  said  Brando  to  go  with  him  in  about  five 
weeks  thereafter  to  New-Windham,  with  a  good  gun  and 
five  days'  provision  ;  that  there  they  would  meet  the  King's 
troops ;  and  that  he  (Jansen)  had  been  to  the  Mayor's,  in 
Albany,  for  advice  ;  all  which  is  a  further  evidence  against 
him.  The  prisoners  taken  at  St.  Johns,  the  rabble  from 
every  part  of  the  country,  in  his  house  found  a  safe  asylum 
and  welcome  reception,  provided  they  called  themselves 
Tories.  To  recapitulate  the  many  instances  of  basenes?  and 
perfidy  practised,  would  be  tiresome  to  us,  as  well  as  you 
to  read. 

Stephen  De  Lancey's  continual  intercourse  with  Sir  John 
Johnson,  and  free  and  indecent  speeches  against  the  Con- 
gress, our  Army,  and  America,  are  part  of  our  charges  against 
him.  From  the  beginning  of  our  troubles,  his  visiting  Sir  John 
Johnson  was  more  frequent  than  formerly;  any  movements 
of  our  Army,  or  debates  in  Committee,  (he  being  a  member,) 
were  matters  talked  in  common  at  Johnson-Hall.  Colonel 
Dayton's  Regiment  being  ordered  on  a  secret  expedition,  it 
was  imagined  they  were  going  to  Johnsioxvn ;  Mr.  De  Lancey 
went  to  Mr.  Schuyler's,  at  the  Flats,  hired  a  man  to  conduct 
him  to  Gunsalis',  in  Nistegaone,  importuned  said  man  to 
convey  him  to  a  place  called  Hermitage,  the  residence  of 
John  Duncan,  from  whence,  it  is  more  than  probable,  notice 
was  sent  Sir  John,  as  an  express  from  General  Schuyler 
at  that  time  to  Sir  John  met  young  Duncan  coming  from 
Johnstown,  and  before  Sir  John  opened  General  Schuyler's 
letter,  asked  the  express  how  far  the  troops  had  advanced. 
His  drinking  damnation  to  the  Congress,  and  calling  himself 
a  Tory,  is  notorious  to  many.  His  remarks  about  tlie  march- 
ing and  countermarching  of  our  troops  in  this  city  in  order  to 
make  a  great  show  of  a  few  men,  is  proved  against  him  ;  his 
associating  with  the  enemies  of  our  country,  paying  no  regard 
to  circumstances  or  character,  are  too  evident  to  need  any 
commenting  on.  His  frequent  and  ungentlemanlike  remarks 
against  the  officers,  and  our  Army  in  general,  are  well  known 
amongst  us.  In  short,  his  general  conduct  was  such  as  ren- 
dered him  obnoxious  to  every  well-wisher  to  America  in 
those  parts. 

John  Duncan's  dependance  on  Government  in  some  mea- 
sure rendered  him  suspicious.  His  harbouring  Colonel  Al- 
lan Maclean,  when  passing  through  this  country,  evidently 
showed  his  intention.  His  house  appeared  to  us  as  a  place 
of  rendezvous  for  all  our  enemies.  Mr.  De  Lancey's  round- 
about road  of  going  to  his  house  and  communicating  the 
news  of  Colonel  Dayton's  march  to  Sir  John,  (as  appears 
in  charge  against  Mr.  De  Lancey,)  together  with  Captain 
Gray's  letter  herewith  sent,  are  circumstances  too  glaring  to 
pass  unnoticed. 

Benjamin  Hilton,  since  his  behaviour  as  set  forth  in  the 
copy  enclosed,  has  still  persisted  in  a  similar  line  of  con- 
duct, by  associating  with  the  enemies  of  our  country,  and 
frequently  testifying  his  disapprobation  of  the  measures  we 
were  pursuing  ;  his  drinking  the  King's  health  the  4th  June 
last,  can  likewise  be  proved. 

List  of  Tories  from  Tryon  County,  to  be  sent  to  Hart- 
ford ;  June  25,  1776. 


Colonel  Henry  Frey, 
Jame:)  Linch, 
George  i^hank, 
Nicholas  Bradhover, 
William  Boon, 
Daniel  McGregor, 
Michael  Russell, 
Owen  Connor, 
Samuel  Patterson, 
Jacob  Rumback, 
Michael  Callenger, 
Conrad  Smith, 
John  Saver, 
John  Hurtcl, 
Francis  Prime,  Jun., 
Michael  Stotlard, 
John  Davis, 
Cornelius  Phillips, 
Peter  Bronner, 
John  Gibson, 
■  Nicholas  Shaver, 
John  Frieze, 
Henry  Bowen, 
Daniel  Fike, 


John  Buckley, 
James  Platoo, 
Samuel  Thompson, 
John  Pederdiah, 
.\ndrcw  Mitchell, 
Donald  Cameron, 
John  Dochsledor, 
Barnabas  Cane, 
Jacob  Marklee, 
Henry  Markle,  Jun., 
Debrick  Louchs, 
Thomas  Butter, 
Adam  Snyder, 
Richard  Robertson, 
Truman  Christie, 
Ludwick  or  Frederick 

Bernard, 
Peter  Serbos, 
Arondt  Bradt, 
John  McGruer, 
David  Cox, 
Philip  Cook, 
John  A.  Holsman, 


Casper  Bower, 
Peter  Harmer, 
Hendrick  Whitmore, 
Andrew  Thompson, 
James  Wilkes, 
Meier  Night, 
George  McGinnis, 
James  Masey, 
George  Sink, 
John  Hannibal, 
Richard  Bill, 
Adam  Hilmer, 
John  Joost  Petree, 
Godfrey  Syphert, 
Henry  Dillenbagh, 
John  Harris, 
John  Myers, 
John  Laney, 
Peter  Etill, 
Christian  Dillenbagh, 
William  Night, 
David  G.  Rocks, 
Johan  Joost  Petree,  Jun. 


Richard  Varick. 


List  of  persons  taken  in  Canada,  to  be  sent  down  to  Hart- 
ford, in  Connecticut. 

Sergeant  Brotvn,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  taken  at  St.  Johns,  charged 
with  being  out  of  the  limite  where  his  parole  of  honour  obliged  him  to 
remain.     He  is  to  go  in  irons,  and  be  confined. 

Joseph  Launieve,  for  attempting,  as  a  sjjy,  to  betray  our  Army  to  the 
garrison  at  Quebeck. 

Fiancis  Uobitailu.  suspected  to  be  sent  out  of  town  with  intent  to 
inform  the  garrison  of  Quebeck  of  the  strength  of  our  Army. 

Wiltia-n  Cotter,  Attffvstine  Luisier,  .Augustine  Luitiir,  iun.,  John 
Isabella,  John  Shellbear,  Francis  I'elkie,  Luia  Pelkie,  taken  inarms  at 
St.  Peters. 

JjOnis  jyiignean,  taken  under  arms  against  the  Colonies  at  St.  .inn  a. 

Andre  Le  Bonte,  a  Frenchman,  taken  prisoner  with  St.  Luke  La 
Corn. 

A  true  Return :  Richard  Varick, 

Secretary  to  Major-General  Schuyler. 

Albany,  June  25,  1776. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER   TO    MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 

Albany,  June  25,  1776. 

Sir:  A  series  of  unfortunate  events  has  attended  our 
affairs  in  Canada.  The  last  unsuccessful  attempt  of  Colonel 
Thompson  on  the  British  troops  at  Trois  Rivieres  is  fol- 
lowed by  the  evacuation  of  that  country.  Our  troops 
are  now  at  Isle-aux-Noix,  or  perhaps  still  south  of  that. 
I  hope,  however,  that,  by  increasing  our  naval  strength  on 
Lake  Champlain,  we  shall  be  in  a  condition  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  penetrating  into  the  country  south  and  east  of 
the  Lake. 

As  ship-carpenters  are  not  to  be  had  here  in  sufficient 
numbers,  I  take  the  liberty  to  address  you,  entreating  your 
aid  to  send,  with  a  despatch  equal  to  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  fifty  of  the  best  that  can  be  speedily  procured.  The 
wages  will  be  the  same  that  is  given  to  those  now  employed 
in  the  publick  service,  and  I  wish  them  to  enter  into  similar 
agreements,  and  therefore  enclose  you  a  copy  of  one.*  Their 
pay  will  commence  from  the  time  they  respectively  leave 
home,  and  allowing  at  the  rate  of  one  day  for  every  twenty 
miles  for  coming  to  or  returning  from  Albany ;  and  as  they 
must  necessarily  provide  themselves  with  provisions  on  the 
way,  I  will  allow  them  one-third  of  a  dollar  for  every  twenty 
miles,  as  above,  until  they  arrive  here ;  and  as  every  species 
of  their  allowance  cannot  at  all  times  be  got,  the  difference 
will  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  or  when  they  are 

•  Memorandum  of  an  Agreement  mack  the  6th  day  o/ Jasuaht,  one 
thousand  sevejt  hundred  and  seventy-six,  by  and  bet-ween  the  Hon. 
Philip  Schutler,  Esq.,  Jtfaj or- General  in,  and  commanding  the 
forces  of,  the  United  Colonies  in  the  JVorthern  Department,  of  the 
first  part,  and  Jacoh  Hiltos,  of  the  City  of  Alhjlsj,  and  the  seve- 
ral persons  -whose  riames  are  hereunto  subscribed  and  seals  ajfixed, 
of  the  second  part. 

The  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  each  for  himself,  doth  hereby  pro- 
mise and  agree  that  they  respectively  will  immediately  repair  to  Fort 
George,  Ticonderoga,  and  such  other  places  in  the  Province  ol  JVeia- 
York  or  Quebeck  as  General  Schuyler  shall  direct,  and  there  employ 
themselves  in  building  and  constructing  such  and  so  many  batteaus, 
other  vessels,  or  buildings,  as  by  the  said  General  Schuyler,  or  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  shall  be  by  him  appointed  to  superintend  the  said  busi- 
ness, shall  be  directed  or  required  ;  that  they  will,  during  the  time  they 
shall  be  so  employed,  continue  each  day  at  their  said  work  and  employ- 
ment between  the  time  following,  to  wit :  to  begin  their  work  at  sunrise, 
and  continue  at  it  till  sunset,  excepting  one  hour  at  breakfast,  and  one 
and  a  half  hour  at  dinner ;  that  each  of  them  shall  and  will  find  and  pro- 
vide tools  and  implements  for  the  carrying  on  the  said  work ;  and  that  if 
any  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  leave  the  said  work  and  go 
from  the  post  where  he  shall  be  employed  without  the  leave  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  such  post  first  obtained,  the  party  so  going  shall  for- 
feit all  the  wages  which  shall  then  be  due  to  him. 

In  consideration  whereof.  General  Schuyler  promises  and  agrees  that 
the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  have  and  receive  the  wages  fol- 
lowing, viz :  the  said  Jacob  Hilton  at  and  after  the  rate  of  ten  shillings, 
and  each  and  every  other  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  after  the 
rate  of  eight  shillings,  JVexo-Vork  currency,  for  each  day  they  shall  be  in 
actual  employment  in  and  about  constructing  the  said  vessels  or  other 
buildings,  and  that  over  and  above  those  sums  they  shall  severally 
receive  one-and-a-quarter  pound  of  pork  or  beef,  and  one-and-a-half 
pound  of  flour  per  day,  four  pints  of  peas  per  week,  one  pint  of  molasses 
per  week,  and  half  a  pint  of  rum  per  day;  that  the  said  wages  shall  coiii- 
mence  on  the  day  they  leave  Albany!  that  after  completing  the  said  work, 
they  shall  respectively  be  allowed  two  days  for  returning,  if  at  Fort 
George,  four  days  if  at  Ticonderoga,  and  for  any  farther  distance  from 
Albany  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles  per  day.  And  it  is  further  agreed  by 
the  said  parties  to  these  presents,  that  if  it  shall  happen  that  any  of  the 
parties  of  the  second  part  should  be  taken  sick  during  the  time  which 
they  shall  be  employed  as  above,  they  shall  not  be  entitled  to  wages  for 
the  time  they  abstain  from  work  by  reason  of  sickness,  unless  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  post  where  they  shall  be  stationed  shall,  on  appli- 
cation to  him  made,  refuse  to  discharge  the  persons  taken  sick,  and  then 
they  shall  be  entitled  to  wages  from  the  time  of  such  refusal. 
Sealed  and  delivered  by  the  parlies  of  the  second  part. 
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discliarged.  Be  pleased,  sir,  to  advise  me  by  the  return  of 
the  express  if  I  may  hope  to  have  these  men  soon.  I  could 
wish  the  Militia  from  your  Province  to  be  at  Skeiicsborough, 
or  rather  Tkowleroga,  the  soonest  possible,  as  our  Army  is 
extremely  weak. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  Honours'  obedient  hum- 

^^^  ^«=^^"''  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  the  Honourable  President  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
of  the  Massachitsetts-Bay. 


MATTHEW   GRISWOLD    TO   GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fairfield,  June  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  the  delay 
of  discharging  the  pay-roll  of  the  regiment  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  G.  S.  SUUman,  sent  from  this  Colony  in 
the  late  campaign  to  New-York,  greatly  obstructs  the  raising 
the  new  levies  ordered  by  the  late  act  of  our  Assembly. 
Many  of  the  men  in  this  part  of  the  Colony,  proper  for  the 
service,  decline  to  inlist  till  they  are  paid  their  former  wages. 
Colonel  Talcott  was  ordered  by  our  Assembly  to  receive  the 
pay  for  this  regiment,  but  inadvertently  omitting  to  take  the 
proper  credentials,  was  able  to  obtain  none  but  for  his  own 
regiment.  Colonel  Silliman  has  now  sent  Mr.  Davenport, 
a  young  gentleman  of  known  fidelity,  to  make  a  new  appli- 
cation for  the  money.  I  suppose  he  is  furnished  with  the 
proper  credentials  for  that  purpose.  Hope  he  will  suc- 
ceed. Colonel  Silliman  is  a  worthy  officer;  has  an  ap- 
pointment for  the  present  service.  His  attention  to  give 
all  possible  despatch  to  the  service  prevents  waiting  on  you 
personally. 

I  hope  my  zeal  for  the  cause  and  the  great  distance  from 
Governour  Trumbull  will  excuse  this  freedom,  from  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Matthew  Griswold. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


THOMAS    SIUMFORD    TO    GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL. 

Norwich,  June  25,  1776. 

Honourable  Sir:  The  bearer.  Captain  iVa<Aame?PecAr, 
of  Greenwich,  informs  me  a  small  sloop  he  is  master  of,  be- 
longing to  Mr.  David  Bush,  of  Greenwich,  is  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  an  officer  at  Saybrook,  for  having  on  board 
eighteen  barrels  of  pork  and  a  few  hogsheads  of  rum  and 
molasses,  for  which  he  had  not  given  bonds,  agreeable  to 
the  laws  of  this  Colony,  but  says  he  went  from  Lyme  to  Say- 
brook  for  that  purpose. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  Honour  that  in  the  course 
of  last  year  Mr.  Bush  sent  me  a  considerable  quantity  of 
flour,  Sic,  by  this  Captain  Peck,  and  I  have  ever  supposed 
both  Mr.  Bush  and  the  bearer  are  heartily  engaged  in  the 
American  cause.  The  pork  he  has  on  board,  (viz :  eighteen 
barrels,)  1  bought  of  him,  but  on  examining  it  at  Groton, 
and  finding  it  rusty,  I  refused  taking  it,  and  I  believe  he 
really  was  returning  to  Greenwich  with  it. 

I  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Mumfobd. 
To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull. 

P.  S.  The  enclosed  I  received  from  Captain  Nash  re- 
specting Captain  Mott. 


COLONEL   BAYLEY  TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    ASSEMBLY. 

Newbury,  June  25,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  1  have  proceeded  twenty-seven  miles  on 
the  road  to  Canada  with  carts ;  but  by  the  alarming  accounts 
from  St.  Johns,  and  two  men  I  sent  by  Messerve  not  return- 
ing, I  have  called  in  my  workmen  ;  and  if  the  accounts  we 
have  received  are  true,  we  are  in  great  danger  on  this  river, 
in  particular  here  and  at  Upper  Coos,  if  we  are  not  supported. 
Concord  is  the  next  place  at  which  a  stand  can  be  made. 
I  am  of  the  opinion  this  river  is  much  in  the  Regulars'  view, 
as  provisions  are  plenty,  and  will  be  a  help  to  them,  and 
strike  a  fatal  blow  to  our  cause. 

If  our  troops  have  left  Canada,  no  time  must  be  lost  to 
support  this  country.  This  is  from  a  servant  of  the  Colo- 
nies and  yours. 

Jacob  Bayley. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  General  Assembly  of 

M  assachusetts-Bay  : 
From  the  Committees  of  the  Toum  o/ Newbury,  Haver- 
hill, Bath,  and  Mooretown,  met  at  Newbury,  June 
25,  1776,  on  account  of  some  very  alarming  news  from 
St.  Johns,  received  the  evening  before  by  two  men  from 
Onion  River,  of  publick  notoriety. 
That  they  saw  a  letter  from  General  Sullivan  to  Lieu- 
tenant Allen  to  have  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  on 
Onion  River  to  remove  with  all  possible  despatch,  not  know- 
ing but  the  enemy  would  be  upon  them  soon.     This  they 
received  last  Thursday  evening,  and  they  removed  the  next 
day.     That  it  was  feared  the  enemy  would  get  the  upper 
hand.    The  sick  of  our  army  were  sent  to  Croivn  Point.   In 
the  General's  letter  it  was  said  that  the  regular  army  con- 
sisted of  about  thirty  thousand,  fifteen  hundred  Canadians, 
and  five  hundred  Indians.     The  Continental  Army  was  re- 
treated to  St.  Johns,  and  last  Friday  a  very  heavy  fire  of 
cannon  was  heard  all  the  day. 

The  Committees  voted  to  send  Major  Jonathan  Hale  and 
Captain  Robert  Johnston  with  the  abovesaid  information  to 
head-quarters  at  Massachusetts-Bay  and  New- Hampshire, 
and  to  inform  them  of  the  dangerous  situation  these  parts  were 
in,  and  that  except  we  are  immediately  supported  we  shall 
be  obliged  to  quit  these  parts.  In  our  extreme  danger,  as 
exposed  every  day  to  the  enemy,  the  Committees  beg  the 
favour  of  two  hundred  fire-arms,  and  ammunition  equal,  as  so 
much  is  necessary  for  ourselves.  And  if  the  above  inform- 
ation be  true,  which  we  do  not  dispute,  this  fertile  part  of 
the  country  must  soon  be  abandoned  to  the  enemy,  except 
timely  aid  can  be  had  of  a  sufficient  number  of  men  as  well 
as  arms  and  ammunition  ;  the  damage  of  which  to  the  Conti- 
nental cause  is  needless  for  us  to  represent.  We  would  only 
further  add,  that  if  it  be  judged  best  to  make  a  stand  here,  a 
few  small  cannon  will  be  necessary. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servants, 

James  Bayly, 
Jacob  Bayley, 
Chairmen  for  Newbury  and  Haverhill.* 


MAJOR   PEABODY   TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    ASSEMBLY. 

Exeter,  June  25,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received  information  from  the  Secretary 
that  I  was  appointed  Major  of  the  Regiment  raising  for  Ca- 
nada, and  was  desired  to  make  speedy  answer  whether  I 
would  accept  the  service.  As  I  am  ever  ready  to  serve  my 
country,  and  you  have  been  pleased  to  confer  this  honour 
upon  ine,  I  shall  endeavour  to  serve  you  in  that  station  in 
the  best  manner  I  am  capable  of,  wishing  my  abilities  were 
equal  to  my  desires  to  serve  my  country.  Your  favour  is 
gratefully  acknowledged. 

Gentlemen,  I  am,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  „  t^ 

otephen  Peabody. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives. 


JAMES    LOVELL   TO    ARTHUR   LEE. 

Halifax,  Provost's,  June  25,  1776. 

Sir:  Suffering  under  a  most  wanton  exercise  of  milita- 
ry power,  I  am  sure  it  is  needless  to  do  anything  further 
than  establish  that  fact  as  an  introduction  to  your  notice  and 
benevolent  exertions  for  me;  though  I  am  personally  a 
stranger  to  you,  however  strictly  intimate  with  your  real 
character  through  your  most  favoured  correspondents  in  New- 
England,  and  your  political  writings. 

You  know  that  General  Gage,  witli  troops  from  Great 
Britain,  entered  Boston  with  professions  of  friendship  and 
of  a  design  to  promote  good  order  in  the  Province.  He 
erected  works  at  the  isthmus  which  joins  the  town  to  the 
main  country.  He  declared  himself  shocked  upon  a  remon- 
strance of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  suggesting  apprehended 

*  June  29,  1776. — The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appoinled  to  take 
into  consideration  the  Letter  from  JVewbury  and  Jfavei/uU,  requesting 
a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  in  their  exposed  situation,  have 
attended  that  service,  and  beg  leave  to  report  that,  considering  the  arms 
and  ammunition  supplied  the  men  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  the 
destitute  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colony  upon  the  east- 
ern frontier  and  upon  the  sea-coasts,  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  at  pre- 
sent in  the  power  of  this  Court  to  comply  with  the  request  made  in  said 
letter.     Per  order:  Jeb.  Powkil. 
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danger  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  city,  in  the  month 
of  September,  1774.  In  April,  1775,  a  foolish  military  ex- 
cursion to  the  town  of  Concord  brouglit  on  the  present  war- 
liice  proceedings  of  America.  In  the  week  after  tiiat  rup- 
ture the  inhabitants  of  my  native  town  were  called  upon  to 
deliver  up  their  arms,  on  condition  of  being  at  liberty  to 
depart  with  all  their  etfects,  or  to  tarry  under  the  General's 
protection. 

The  papers  enclosed  to  you  herewith  will  discover  the 
series  of  treatment  which  I  experienced  from  that  time. 
General  Gage  left  Boston  October  10th  last  year,  at  which 
time  I  sent  copies  of  all  my  letters  and  petitions  whereby  I 
had  aimed  to  regain  freedom  by  trial,  with  a  copy  of  Gene- 
ral Howe's  evasive  answer.  I  wrote  also  to  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  London,  to  the  Printer  of  the  London  Mercurij,  and  to 
General  Gage.  I  suspect  the  bearer,  Mr.  William  Powell, 
deceived  me,  and  did  not  deliver  the  packet  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Broomfield,  merchant,  or  that  the  latter,  through  timidity, 
suppressed  the  papers. 

When  1  was  hurried  from  Boston  jail  in  March  last,  I  left 
my  pocket-book  with  my  wife,  but  I  recollected  the  most 
material  passages  in  my  petitions  for  the  information  of  my 
friends  here,  and  afterwards  gave  them  in  charge  to  Mr. 
Michael  Joy,  who  sailed  from  hence  the  12th  May.  This 
worthy  young  man  having  been  the  protector  of  my  family 
after  my  arrest,  can  give  you  a  very  minute  description  of 
its  miseries. 

General  Gage  threw  me  into  prison,  and  left  General 
Hoive  with  only  the  power  of  a  jailor,  as  he  pretended,  in 
October,  though  at  the  same  time  he  offered  to  exchange 
me  for  two  military  officers. 

The  present  commander.  General  Massie,  declares  that 
his  hands  are  tied.  He  sent  his  chaplain  to  tell  the  prison- 
ers that  he  would  take  upon  himself  to  release  us  for  an 
equal  number,  if  our  friends  would  discharge  such  a  number. 
He  directed  us  to  write  letters  to  that  purport,  and  said  he 
would  forward  them  immediately :  but  in  two  days  after,  he 
acquainted  a  person  who  offered  a  vessel  for  a  flag  of  truce, 
that  if  prisoners  were  actually  to  arrive  here  under  a  flag, 
he  should  be  obliged  to  seize  them  till  General  Howe's 
orders.  Such  is  the  duplicity  with  which  British  heroes 
conduct,  after  undertaking  the  task  of  kidnapping  freeborn 
citizens ! 

I  have  not  obtained  a  sight  of  General  Massie,  nor  even 
one  of  his  aids-de-camp.  I  have  no  prospect  of  release 
from  jail,  but  through  your  sagacity  and  humane  and  gene- 
rous spirit. 

Hancock  and  Adams  are  the  only  names  excepted  in  the 
lying  act  of  grace  o(  June  12th.  But  there  is  a  deep  ran- 
cour against  me  for  having  publickly  repeated,  after  Judge 
Blackstone,  what  the  murderers  have  now  taught  me  by 
experience,  "that  slaves  envy  the  freedom  of  others,  and 
take  a  malicious  pleasure  in  contributing  to  destroy  it." 

1  must  not  omit  to  tell  you  that,  on  the  2d  of  February,  the 
General  got  possession  of  a  billet  which  I  had  given  that 
morning  to  one  going  to  Point  Shirley.  He  thereupon  or- 
dered me  to  be  closely  locked  up,  and  be  debarred  the  use 
of  pen,  ink,  and  paper.  They  will  plead  this  as  a  proof  of 
my  just  imprisonment ;  but  surely,  sir,  it  cannot  have  such  a 
retrospective  force.  I  was  as  innocent  as  an  unborn  infant 
as  to  the  forbidden  correspondence,  until  I  had  been  unjusdy 
distressed  in  prison.  The  promised  protection  of  Juwe  1 2th 
being  taken  from  me,  I  slighted  the  wretches  and  all  their 
military  edicts ;  and  I  continue  to  do  it  most  cordially. 

Should  you  recover  the  papers  referred  to  as  sent  in 
October  and  May,  I  am  satisfied  you  will  judge  that  I  have 
maintained  a  manly  spirit  under  all  my  past  oppressions.  I 
hope  you  will  be  induced  to  believe  that  no  fresh  exertions 
of  the  scientifick  barbarity  of  those  who  hold  me  in  duress 
shall  bring  me  to  any  conduct  that  can  be  disgraceful  to  the 
patronage  which  I  promise  myself  you  will  afford  to,  sir, 
your  sincere  admirer  and  suffering  humble  servant, 

James  Lovell. 


Colony.  The  great  want  of  fire-arms,  ammunition,  and 
other  warlike  stores,  rendere  our  situation  truly  alarming^ 
an  Army  hourly  expected  to  land  on  our  coasts,  and  appre- 
hensions well  founded  of  an  immediate  war  with  the  Southern 
tribe  of  Indians,  and  a  large  body  of  people  disaffected  to 
the  American  cause,  residing  in  the  very  heart  of  our  coun- 
try, ready  (although  once  subdued)  to  make  use  of  a  more 
favourable  opportunity  again  to  throw  this  country  into  a 
scene  of  blood  and  confusion. 

You  will,  through  our  Delegates,  be  informed  of  many 
other  circumstances  relative  to  this  Colony ;  to  them  we 
beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

We  take  the  liberty  to  observe  that,  by  the  exertions  of 
this  Colony  in  assisting  its  neighboure,  the  fitting  armed  ves- 
sels for  the  protection  of  trade,  keeping  up  a  number  of 
independent  companies  to  secure  the  inhabitants  from  depre- 
dations of  the  enemy  on  a  very  extensive  sea-coast,  the 
establishing  manufactures  of  arms  and  gunpowder,  salt,  salt- 
petre, iron,  and  many  others,  we  have  involved  this  Colony 
in  such  a  load  of  debt  as  the  inhabitants  cannot  possibly 
bear,  unless  they  receive  immediate  assistance.  We  cannot 
help  trespassing  further  on  your  patience  by  observing  on 
the  immense  loss,  fatigue,  and  disappointment  suffered  by 
our  people  who  turned  out  from  all  quarters  of  the  country, 
with  the  greatest  alacrity,  in  the  late  expedition  against  the 
Highlanders  and  other  forces,  and  upon  repeated  alarms 
ever  since,  fifteen  hundred  of  whom  we  are  now,  in  the 
absence  of  the  regular  troops,  obliged  to  keep  on  duty  at  a 
season  of  the  year  when  their  presence  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  procure  bread  for  their  families. 

From  these  considerations  we  have,  therefore,  every  rea- 
son to  expect  that  your  honourable  body  will  grant  every 
assistance  to  the  Colony  which  has  so  spiritedly  and  effect- 
ually supported  the  glorious  cause  contended  for,  and  grant 
such  necessary  requisitions  as  may  be  made  by  our  Dele- 
gates to  enable  us  to  persevere. 

We  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  lay  before  your  honourable 
body  the  expense  of  the  late  expedition  against  the  Tories  ; 
and  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  : 

CoRNELiDs  Harnett,  President. 


NOBTH-CAROLINA    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    PRESIDENT   OF 

CONGRESS. 

[Read  July  24,  1776.] 

North-Carolina  Council  of  Safety,  June  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  take  the  liberty  through  yoii  to  represent  to  your 

honourable  body  the  distressed  and  defenceless  state  of  this 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  COLONEL  HENDRICKS  TO 
BRIGADIER-GENERAL  LEWIS,  DATED  HAMPTON,  JUNE  26, 
1776. 

I  send  you  four  men,  under  guard,  who  were  taken  on 
Monday  on  board  a  brig  from  Barbadoes  bound  for  Dun- 
more.  Early  on  Monday  morning  we  had  information  that 
a  brig  was  aground  off  Willoughby's  Point.  Major  Leitch 
immediately  made  all  possible  haste,  with  twelve  men,  on 
board  a  small  pilot-boat  which  was  in  the  basin,  loaded  with 
tobacco  for  the  West-Indies,  in  order  to  examine  what  she 
was.  On  coming  on  board  he  found  she  was  from  Barba- 
does, bound  for  Norfolk,  with  the  supercargo  on  board,  load- 
ed with  three  hundred  and  eleven  puncheons  of  rum  and  a 
few  barrels  of  limes.  On  examination  the  Major  found  she 
had  got  aground  about  twelve  o'clock  the  preceding  night ; 
that  she  was  very  fast,  and  consequently  that  he  had  no 
other  way  to  proceed  than  to  leave  his  people  on  board,  and 
come  to  Hampton  for  assistance  to  lighten  her.  A  sloop 
bound  up  James  River  was  pitched  on  for  this  purpose,  being 
the  only  vessel  in  our  harbour.  Unluckily,  however,  both 
wind  and  tide  seemed  to  conspire  against  the  measure,  by 
putting  it  out  of  our  power  to  get  her  down  before  a  ten- 
der of  ten  carriage-guns  appeared  in  sight  of  the  brig,  on 
which  Lieutenant  Herbert  (of  Captain  Lilly's  armed  vessel) 
thought  prudent  to  send  the  pilot-boat  off,  in  order  to  know 
whether  the  vessel  in  sight  was  an  enemy  or  friend,  which 
was  soon  discovered  to  be  the  former.  In  the  mean  time 
Mr.  Herbert  threw  overboard  five  hogsheads  of  rum,  and 
luckily  got  the  people  off  in  a  boat  from  the  other  shore, 
(except  one,  who  happened  to  be  down  in  the  hold,)  the 
pilot-boat  refusing  to  come  on  board  to  take  them  off.  They 
got  all  safe  ashore,  although  the  tender  kept  up  a  constant 
fire  upon  them ;  two  of  the  brig's  crew  being  on  board  the 
pilot-boat,  and  other  two  before  brought  on  shore  by  Major 
Leitch.  The  brig  belongs  to  a  Mr.  fValsh,  of  Barbadoes, 
and  the  whole  of  the  people  on  board  seemed  much  cha- 
grined at  the  appearance  of  our  boat,  and  no  doubt  as  much 
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elated  on  our  being  obliged  to  quit  her— a  convincing  proof 
of  the  friendship  the  f Vest-Indians  have  for  us. 

•  

TKANSVLVANIA    LANDS. 

Whereas  disputes  have  arisen  respecting  the  title  of  the 
Proprietors  of  Tramylvania  to  the  soil  of  that  country,  and, 
as  some  short  time  will  elapse  before  they  may  be  fully  and 
satisfactorily  determined,  (being  anxious  to  avoid  all  cause 
of  complaint,)  the  said  Proprietors  earnestly  desire  that  no 
person  may,  in  the  mean  time,  take  possession  of  any  entered 
or  surveyed  lands  in  the  said  country,  with  expectation  of 
procuring  a  title  in  consequence  thereof,  as  such  lands  ought 
of  right  to  be  granted  to  the  respective  persons  in  whose 
names  those  entries  were  made ;  and  should  the  absolute 
title  be  adjudged  in  favour  of  the  subscribers,  on  the  present 
dispute,  (as  they  have  no  doubt  will  be  the  case.)  they 
hereby  declare  their  intention  of  granting  such  lands,  on  ap- 
plication, to  the  proper  claimants,  according  to  the  rules 
of  their  office.  And  as  the  Proprietors  have  hitherto  re- 
served the  lands  below  Green  River,  and  as  high  up  Cum- 
berland, on  both  sides,  as  Mamker's  Lick,  for  themselves, 
until  they  could  lay  off  a  small  quantity  therein  for  their 
separate  use,  they  hope  that  no  person  will  make  improve- 
ment within  the  said  bounds  before  such  surveys  shall  be 
made,  as  such  improvement  may  possibly  interfere  with  the 
choice  of  some  of  the  copartners,  and  consequently  not  be 
granted.  And  as  it  is  unsafe  at  this  time  to  settle  the 
country  in  small  detached  parties,  and  the  alarming  reports 
with  respect  to  the  hostile  intention  of  the  Cherokee  Indians 
on  the  frontiers  will  no  doubt  prevent  emigration  for  some 
time  to  that  country,  care  will  be  taken  to  cause  those  lands 
to  be  laid  off  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be ;  so  that  when, 
from  the  more  pacifick  disposition  of  those  people,  a  remo- 
val to  that  country  may  be  thought  safe,  every  person,  on 
application  to  the  books  of  the  Land  Office  at  Boonsborough 
may  be  informed  of  the  entered  and  reserved  lands  as  afore- 
said, and  direct  their  choice  accordingly. 

John  Luttrell,  Thomas  Hart, 

James  Hogg,  Nathaniel  Hart, 

David  Hart,  John  Williams, 

Leonard  H.  Bullock,  William  Johnston. 
Richard  Henderson, 
Williamsburgh,  Virginia,  June  26, 1776. 


COLONEL   BUCHANAN    TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF  SAFETY. 

Annapolis,  June  26, 1776. 

Gentlemen:  Presuming  that  the  appointment  of  a  vic- 
tualler for  the  troops  of  this  Province  for  the  flying  camp 
will  be  referred  to  you,  I  take  the  liberty  of  offering  my 
services  in  that  department.  And  lest  it  may  be  done  in 
Convention,  1  have  entered  on  their  list  for  that  purpose, 
where,  no  doubt,  I  would  wish  to  have  your  interest  indivi- 
dually. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Buchanan. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


JAMES   MURDOCK   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 
Frederick  County,  June  26,  1776. 
May  it  please  your  Honours  :  Enclosed  you  have  a 
state  of  the  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  Twenty-Ninth  batta- 
lion of  Militia  under  my  command,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  obtain  it.     It  may  not  be  amiss  to  inform  you,  that 
although  Captain  Saimiel  Wade  Magruder  had  received  my 
orders  to  meet  in  battalion  on  the  day  appointed,  (which 
were  given  out  before  I  received  the  orders  from  the  Briga- 
dier-General to  transmit  an  account  of  the  arms,  &.c.,)  and 
had  likewise  heard  of  the  General's  orders,  yet  neither  he 
nor  his  company  did  appear  in  the  field,  which  has  rendered 
it  impossible  for  me  to  furnish  his  list  with  the  rest.    I  should 
have  been  more  speedy  in  transmitting  this  account  had  I 
not,  before  I  heard  anything  of  the  matter,  given  orders  for 
the  battalion  to  meet,  as  I  have  told  you  before ;  in  short 
I  did  not  receive  the  General's  letter  until  last  Thursday. 
Near  three  months  ago  I  employed  an  Adjutant  for  the  bat- 
talion, who  is  greatly  in  want  of  money.     Should  you  think 
proper  to  send  any  for  the  purpose  of  paying  him,  it  may  be 
done  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Edward  Gale,  whose  receipt  shall 
be  good.     Captain  Edward  Burgess  has  requested  me  to 
mention  his  name  as  willing  to  receive  a  commission  for  the 
flying  camp.     In  my  opinion  he  is  a  proper  person,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  in  his  power  to  raise  a  good  company  in 
and  near  the  place  where  he  lives.     I  have  to  assure  your 
Honoui-s  that  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  further  the  recruit- 
ing service  for  the  camp  about  to  be  established ;  and  should 
it  so  happen  that  my  name  is  remembered  in  Convention 
or  Council  of  Safety,  they  may  depend  on  my  services  in 
the  station  which  I  may  be  appointed. 

With  great  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  may  it  please  your 
Honours,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Murdock. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  CAPTAIN  BEALL. 
[No.  45.1  Annapolis,  June  26,  1776. 

Sir:  The  man-of-war  this  moment  broke  ground,  and  is 
on  her  way  dow  n  the  bay.  We  have  despatched  a  cart, 
with  sixty  stand  of  arms  ;  by  it  you  may  return  such  of  your 
muskets  as  are  not  fit  for  service.  We  refer  you  to  our  let- 
ter of  24th,  by  which  you  are  to  govern  yourself. 

We  are.  Sic. 
To  Captain  Rezin  Beall. 

MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  JESSE  HOLLINGSWORTH. 

[No.  46.]  Annapolis,  June  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  requested  to  cause  the  two  brigs, 
Fortune  and  Rogers,  now  lying  at  Baltimore- Town,  to  be 
unladen,  and  have  their  cargoes,  as  also  the  cargoes' bought 
of  Adams  ^  Palfrey,  carefully  examined.  Should  the  flour 
be  in  such  order  that  it  is  likely  to  be  spoiled,  you  are  di- 
rected to  have  the  same  baked  into  bread  for  the  use  of  the 
Province.  Such  of  it  as  may  be  fit  to  send  to  market  you 
will  send  down  the  bay  in  proper  vessels,  and  have  landed 
at  Pitfs  Landing,  in  Pocomoke,  to  the  care  of  Captain 
S^eake,  or  Mr.  Beck,  of  the  schooner  John,  to  be  thence 
carried  by  land  to  Chincoteague,  and  put  on  board  the  said 
schooner  John,  lying  there,  burden  about  six  hundred  and 
fifty  barrels.  If  that  quantity  of  barrels  of  flour  should  fall 
short,  the  rest  of  the  schooner  John's  load  you  are  to  send 
in  bread.  What  flour  is  likely  to  spoil  and  must  be  baked, 
you  will  lodge  with  Mr.  William  Spear,  and  some  part  with 
Mr.  Cumberland  Dugan,  which  they  are  to  have  baked  for 
the  publick  use.  You  are  to  let  the  owners  of  the  vessels 
(Messrs.  Lux  ^  Bowley  and  George  Woohey)  know  that 
their  brigs  are  discharged  from  the  publick  service,  and  that 
we  will  lay  their  case  before  the  Convention,  who,  we  doubt 
not,  will  make  them  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the  time  they 
have  been  employed.  If  you  cannot  hire  vessels  to  carry 
this  flour  to  Pocomoke,  without  insuring  them,  we  hereby 
authorize  you  to  insure  thera  at  a  reasonable  value. 

We  are,  Sic. 
To  Mr.  Jesse  Hollingsworth. 

GEORGE    CLINTON   TO   JOHN    McKESSON. 

Philadelphia,  June  26,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  enclosed  I  wrote  yesterday  morning ; 
since  which  the  Board  of  War  reported  the  necessity  of 
sending  more  troo])s  into  Canada,  to  reinforce  our  Army 
there,  and  among  other  things  the  necessity  of  immediately 
appointing  the  officers  in  the  regiment  ordered  to  be  raised 
in  New-York,  that  they  might  immediately  set  about  re- 
cruiting the  regiment,  and  at  the  same  time  reported  a  list 
of  the  officers,  taking  them  in  rank  as  arranged  by  Gene- 
ral Montgomery  at  Montreal,  which  report  ttie  Congress 
have  confirmed,  and  made  the  appointments  accordingly. 
1  should  have  had  no  objections  to  this  had  it  been  done 
before  the  resolve  of  last  Friday,  directing  your  Congress 
to  recommend  the  officers  for  this  new  regiment,  as  in 
that  case  it  might  have  saved  you  from  tmublesome  ap- 
plications and  blame ;  but  as  that  resolve  was  transmitted 
to  your  Congress  some  time  ago,  (at  least  three  days,)  and 
you  may  have  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  the  officers, 
as  thereby  directed,  I  could  not  ajjprove  of  this  new  step, 
especially  as  I  cannot  think  it  will  much  hasten  the  recruit- 
ing the  regiment ;  and,  at  any  rate,  I  think  the  recruits  yet 
to^e  raised  cannot  be  got  ready  in  time  to  save  Canada. 
However,  I  did  not  choose  strenuously  to  oppose  a  measure 
which  many  thought  essentially  necessary.     If  it  is  wrong. 
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we  are  not  to  blame.     I  have  not  time  to  add  anything  fur- 
ther, nor  have  I  any  news  worth  communicating. 

Yours,  affectionately,  George  Clinton. 

To  John  McKesson,  Esq.,  New- York, 


GENERAL    WOOSTER  TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  June  26,  1776.     Referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
'     into  the  causes  of  the  miscarriages  in  Canada.] 

Pliiladelphia,  June  26,  177C. 

Sir:  The  unjust  severity  and  unmerited  abuse  with 
which  my  character  has  been  treated  in  the  Colonies  by 
persons  who  are  either  secret  enemies  to  the  glorious  cause 
in  which  every  virtuous  American  must  heartily  join,  or 
whose  ambition  would  by  every  means  (however  base)  re- 
move all  obstacles  to  their  advancement  and  promotion, 
added  to  the  harsh  treatment  I  have  received  liom  some 
part  of  the  illustrious  body  over  whom  you  preside,  render 
it  indispensably  necessary  that  I  should  take  some  steps 
towards  undeceiving  them,  satisfying  the  publick,  and  doing 
justice  to  myself  and  the  Army  in  Canada.  If  these  can 
be  done,  it  must  give  satisfaction  to  every  feeling  heart. 
The  honour  of  a  soldier  being  the  first  thing  he  should  de- 
fend, and  his  honesty  the  last  he  should  give  up,  his  character 
must  ever  be  considered  as  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the 
virtuous  and  the  good.  I  have,  therefore,  sir,  to  request  that 
you  would  move  to  the  honourable  Congress  that  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  Canada  may 
be  directed  to  look  thoroughly  into  my  conduct  while  I  had 
the  honour  of  commanding  the  Continental  forces  in  that 
country,  or  that  some  other  may  be  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  that  I  may  be  acquitted  or  condemned  upon  just 
grounds  and  sufficient  proof. 

1  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

David  Wooster. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  CONVENTION   OF    NEW-YORK. 

Philadelphia,  June  26,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  You  will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  re- 
solves which  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  in 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  Congress,  that  they  have 
appointed  not  only  the  Field  Officers  in  the  regiment  to  be 
raised  in  your  Colony,  but  likewise  a  number  of  the  subal- 
terns. 

The  reasons  that  induced  Congress  to  take  this  step,  as 
it  is  a  deviation  from  rule,  should  be  particularly  mentioned. 
I  am  therefore  directed  to  inform  you  that,  in  consequence 
of  their  being  furnished  with  a  list  of  the  officers  who  had 
served  in  Canada,  and  the  rank  to  which  they  were  entitled, 
they  have  been  enabled  to  appoint,  and  in  fact  have  only 
appointed,  such  as  were  originally  recommended  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  Provincial  Congress  of  your  Colony,  and 
have  served  faithfully  both  the  last  summer  campaigns  and 
through  the  winter.  It  is  therefore  apprehended  the  Con- 
gress have  only  prevented  you  in  their  appointments,  and 
that  the  same  gentlemen  would  have  met  with  your  appro- 
bation for  their  services  to  their  country.  Added  to  this, 
the  last  intelligence  from  Canada,  showing  our  affairs  to  be 
in  the  most  iinminent  danger,  rendered  the  utmost  despatch 
necessary,  that  not  a  moment's  time  might  be  lost. 

The  other  officers  of  the  battalion  I  am  to  request  you 
will  be  pleased  to  appoint,  and  to  exert  every  nerve  to  equip 
the  battalion  as  soon  as  possible.  As  an  additional  encour- 
agement, the  Congress  have  resolved  that  a  bounty  of  ten 
dollars  be  given  every  soldier  who  shall  inlist  for  three 
years. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  New-York. 


president    of    CONGRESS    TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  June  26,  1776. 

Sir:  You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  resolves,  which 
I  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  in  obedience  to  the 
commands  of  Congress,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  request 
your  attention,  that  they  have  come  to  a  resolution  to  aug- 


ment the  number  of  troops  destined  for  the  Northern  De- 
partment four  thousand. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  mention  the  motives  on  which 
they  acted,  or  to  explain  the  ])ropriety  of  the  measure.  The 
arrival  of  General  Burgoync  with  a  large  reinforcement — 
the  known  character  of  that  officer  for  action  and  enter- 
prise— the  defeat  of  General  Thompson  with  the  troo(}s 
under  his  command,  and  his  being  made  prisoner — are  so 
many  circumstances  that  point  out  the  absolute  necessity  of 
being  more  expeditious  in  our  preparations  for  the  defence 
of  that  Province,  and  of  increasing  our  force  there.  In 
this  light  I  have  represented  the  matter  to  the  Convention 
of  New-Hampshire  and  the  Assemblies  of  Massachmetts- 
Bai/ and  Connecticut,  to  whom  I  have  written  by  this  express 
in  the  most  pressing  language,  urging  them  to  send  forward 
their  Militia.  As  an  additional  encouragement,  the  Congress 
have  resolved  that  a  bounty  of  ten  dollar  be  given  every 
soldier  who  shall  inlist  for  three  years. 

I  have  also  written  to  the  Convention  oi New-York  on 
the  subject  of  the  enclosed  resolve,  and  have  delivered 
Colonel  Dubois,  Colonel  Bruyn,  and  Major  Goforth,  their 
commissions. 

Should  you  be  able,  consistent  with  the  safety  o{  New- 
York,  to  afford  any  assistance  to  the  Canada  department,  I 
am  to  request  you  will  do  it,  and  give  such  directions  as  you 
think  will  promote  the  publick  service. 

You  will  please  to  give  Colonel  Dubois  the  necessary 
directions  respecting  the  raising  his  regiment ;  he  will  wait 
on  you  immediately  on  his  arrival  at  New-York. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  esteem,  sir,  your  most 

obedient  servant,  ■,         ti  r,      ■ , 

John  Hancock,  rresident. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  New-  York. 

P.  S.  I  must  request  the  favour  of  you  to  order  a  fresh 
express  to  proceed  with  the  enclosed  letters  to  the  Northero 
Colonies. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE    DELEGATES     IN     CONGRESS    TO    MESHECH 
WE  ARE. 

Philadelphia,  June  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  repeated  misfortunes  our  Army  in  Canada  have 
met  with,  make  it  necessary  that  a  strong  reinforcement 
should  be  sent  there  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  many 
disadvantages  we  shall  labour  under  by  the  enemy's  being 
in  possession  of  that  country  and  the  lakes,  are  so  obvious 
that  it  is  needless  to  mention  them.  By  the  last  accounts; 
General  Burgoyne,  with  a  large  army,  was  as  high  up  the 
St.  Lawrence  as  Three  Rivers,  where  he  had  defeated  a 
detachment  of  two  thousand  men  under  General  Thompson, 
and  taken  him  prisoner.  Sickness  and  other  disasters  have 
much  dispirited  our  men,  and  unless  they  are  speedily  sup- 
ported by  a  strong  reinforcement,  it  is  uncertain  what  will 
be  the  consequence.  The  New-England  Colonies  and 
New-York  will  be  more  immediately  affected  by  our  mis- 
fortunes there  than  the  other  Colonies;  and  from  their 
situation  it  is  likely  will  be  able  to  afford  the  earliest  assist- 
ance. 

For  these  reasons  Congress  have  come  to  the  resolutions 
that  are  transmitted  to  you  by  the  President,  requesting  that 
a  regiment,  in  addition  to  that  which  was  some  time  ago 
requested,  be  sent  with  all  possible  despatch  from  our 
Colony  to  join  the  Army  in  Canada.  If  those  troops  can 
be  raised  soon,  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  raise  the  spirits  of 
those  already  in  that  country,  and  will,  in  our  opinion,  be 
the  only  method  of  securing  the  frontiers  of  our  Colony  at 
the  expense  of  the  continent.  We  shall  be  exceedingly- 
glad  to  know  from  time  to  time  how  you  succeed  in  raising 
these  troops.  It  would  also  be  very  agreeable  and  service- 
able could  we  be  informed  of  other  transactions  in  the 
Colony.  Please  to  send  by  first  opportunity  a  copy  of 
President  Cutts's  commission  ;  also  any  papers  for  showing 
Governour  fVentworth's  authority  for  granting  land  west- 
ward of  Connecticut  River. 

We  understand  Mr.  Langdon  intends  to  resign  his  seat 
in  Congress  ;  if  that  should  be  the  case,  we  hope  somebody 
will  be  immediately  appointed  in  his  room. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  Josiah  Bartlett. 

William  Whipple. 
To  the  Hon.  Meshech  Weare,  Esq. 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  JOHN  ADAMS,  DATED  PHILA- 
DELPHIA, JUNE  26,  1776. 

Our  misfortunes  in  Canada  are  enough  to  melt  a  heart  of 
stone.  Tlie  small-jwx  is  ten  times  more  terrible  than  Bri- 
tons, Canadians,  and  Indians,  together.  This  was  the  cause 
of  our  precipitate  retreat  from  (^uebeck;  this  the  cause  of 
our  disgraces  at  the  Cedars.  I  don't  mean  that  this  was  all : 
there  has  been  want  approaching  to  famine,  as  well  as 
pestilence.  And  these  discouragements  have  so  disheart- 
ened our  officers,  that  none  of  them  seem  to  act  with 
prudence  and  firmness.  But  these  reverses  of  fortune  don't 
discourage  ine;  it  was  natural  to  expect  them,  and  we 
ought  to  be  prepared  in  our  minds  for  greater  changes  and 
more  melancholy  scenes  still.  It  is  an  animating  cause, 
and  brave  spirits  are  not  subdued  with  difficulties. 

Amidst  all  our  gloomy  prospects  in  Canada,  we  receive 
some  pleasure  from  Boston.  I  congratulate  you  on  your 
victory  over  your  enemies  in  the  harbour.  This  has  long 
lain  near  my  heart,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  think 
that  what  was  so  much  wished  is  accomplished.  I  hope 
our  people  will  now  make  the  lower  harbour  impregnable, 
and  never  again  suffer  the  flag  of  a  tyrant  to  fly  within  any 
part  of  it. 

The  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  give  me  more  business 
than  I  am  qualified  for,  and  more  than,  I  fear,  I  can  go 
tiirough  with  safety  to  my  health.  They  have  established 
a  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance,  and  made  me  President  of 
it — an  honour  to  which  I  never  aspired — a  trust  to  which  I 
feel  myself  vastly  unequal.  But  I  am  determined  to  do  as 
well  as  I  can,  and  make  industry  supply,  in  some  degree, 
the  place  of  abilities  and  experience.  The  Board  sits  every 
morning  and  every  evening.  This,  with  constant  attendance 
in  Congress,  will  so  entirely  engross  my  time'  that  I  fear  1 
shall  not  be  able  to  write  you  so  often  as  I  have.  But  I 
will  steal  time  to  write  to  you. 

The  small-pox !  the  small-pox !  What  shall  we  do  with 
it?  I  could  almost  wish  that  an  inoculating  hospital  was 
opened  in  every  town  in  New-England.  It  is  some  small 
consolation  that  the  scoundrel  savages  have  taken  a  large 
dose  of  it.  They  plundered  the  baggage  and  stripped  off 
the  clothes  of  our  men  who  had  the  small-pox  out  full  upon 
them  at  the  Cedars. 


bines  which,  in  my  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  directed  to  be 
kept  at  Boston,  to  the  person  at  Norwich  to  whose  care 
the  others  were  intrusted,  with  ordci-sto  send  them  here 
with  all  possible  despatch,  together  with  the  three  hundred 
mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  remaining  part 
of  my  former  order,  which  have  not  yet  arrived  here.  You 
will  direct  him  to  send  the  whole  by  land,  in  wagons,  with- 
out delay,  if,  when  they  arrive  there,  there  shall  appear  the 
least  risk  in  their  coming  by  water.  The  places  of  these 
last  two  hundred  can  be  supplied  out  of  the  arms  lately 
taken  ;  an  exact  account  of  which,  with  the  amount  of  the 
prisoners  and  stores,  if  any,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  trans- 
mitted me.     I  am,  &tc.,  ^^  ^„ 

(jEORGE  Washington. 
To  General  Ward. 


LEBANON  (Pennsylvania)  committee  to  the  board  of 

WAR. 

Lebanon,  June  26,  1776. 

Sir:  We  received  yours  of  the  21st  instant,  and  in  com- 
pliance therewith,  hereby  inform  you  that  we  often  insisted 
on  the  prisoners  of  war,  in  your  letter  mentioned,  to  sign  the 
paroles  ;  but  they  still  refused  so  to  do,  as  they  alleged  they 
were  fully  bound  by  their  former  paroles.  But  our  principal 
reason  for  not  reporting  their  non-compliance  was  occasioned 
by  their  continually  pretending  that  they  would  only  con- 
tinue a  short  time  in  Lebanon.  We  also  received  a  letter 
li-om  the  Committee  of  Safety,  dated  the  18th  day  o{  May 
last,  shortly  after  they  (the  said  prisoners)  were  stationed 
here,  which  confirmed  our  opinion  that  they  would  be  soon 
moved  from  this  place,  as  the  Committee  of  Safety  "  was 
willing  to  indulge  those  gentlemen  in  any  station  that  will  be 
most  convenient  and  agreeable  to  them,"  consistent  with  the 
rules  of  Congress ;  which,  together  with  our  never  having 
the  least  ajjprehension  of  their  making  an  escape,  is  all  the 
reason  that  we  can  advance  touching  the  whole  affair.  As 
soon  as  we  found  they  had  made  their  escape,  we  despatch- 
fid  expresses  to  the  Committee  of  Lancaster  and  Berks 
Counties,  and  also  parties  of  men  in  search  of  them,  but 
have  as  yet  received  no  intelligence  concerning  them. 
We  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

Philip  Grunewalt, 
John  Light. 
To  Richard  Peters,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Sec'y  of  the  War-Office. 


general    WASHINGTON   TO    GENERAL    WARD. 

New- York,  June  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  Being  in  the  greatest  distress  here  for  arms,  with- 
out the  most  distant  prospect  of  obtaining  a  supyjly,  and  as 
several  have  been  lately  brought  into  Boston,  belonging  to 
the  Highlanders  that  have  been  taken,  I  request  that  you 
will  immediately  forward  the  remaining  two  hundred  car- 


JOSEPH    REED   (adjutant-general)   TO    HENRY    REMSEN. 

Head-Quarters,  June  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  taking  proper  measures  for  apprehending  a 
person  of  dangerous  principles  and  conduct  last  evening,  pre- 
vented my  writing  you  as  I  pioposed  respecting  the  prison- 
ers brought  in  yesterday.  I  mentioned  what  passed  be- 
tween us  to  the  General,  but,  on  referring  to  the  resolution  of 
Congress,  we  found  the  disposition  of  prisoners  wholly  given 
to  the  Congresses,  Committees,  Stc,  of  the  respective  Colo- 
nies. In  this  view  his  Excellency  did  not  choose  to  give 
any  directions  about  them ;  but  at  the  same  time  suggested 
his  wishes  that  they  might  be  removed  out  of  the  city  as 
soon  as  possible.  How  far  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  might 
choose  to  take  prisoners  captivated  in  other  Provinces,  unless 
sent  by  the  Continental  Congress,  must  be  left  to  the  wis- 
dom of  your  own  Convention.  They  now  have  many  un- 
der those  circumstances.  If  any  further  guard  is  necessary, 
upon  receiving  an  intimation  on  that  head  it  shall  be  imme- 
diately complied  with. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Reed. 
To  Henry  Remsen,  Esq.,  Neto-York. 


To  the  Honourable  Brigadier-General  Heath  : 
TTie  Memorial  of  the  Surgeons'  Mates  of  the  several  Regi- 
ments under  your  Honour's  command,  humbly  showeth  : 
That  your  memorialists  meant  to  be  included  in  a  late  pe- 
tition presented  to  your  Honour  by  the  gentlemen  Surgeons 
in  the  Brigade  under  your  Honour's  command,  for  an  aug- 
mentation of  their  wages;  but  through  a  mistake  of  the 
mate's  signature  of  a  particular  brigade,  or  by  some  other 
means,  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  the  said  petition  in  their 
behalf,  and  your  memorialists  find  (while  employed  in  the 
conmion  service  of  their  country,  which  service  they  have, 
and  always  meant  to  discharge,  with  the  greatest  care  and 
fidelity)  that  their  present  pay  will  not  support  them  in  the 
character  of  gentlemen,  even  if  used  with  the  utmost  frugality 
and  economy.  Your  memorialists,  therefore,  earnestly  re- 
quest your  Honour  to  represent  their  aggrieved  state  to  his 
Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  pray  him,  in  their 
behalf,  to  lay  the  same  before  the  honourable  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  or  take  such  other  measures  as  shall,  in  your 
Honour's  wisdom,  be  most  expedient.  And  your  memorial- 
ists, as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

Aaron  Putnam,  Eber.  Benton, 
Joseph  Adams,  John  Thomas. 

New- York,  June  26,  1776. 


Proceedings  of  a  General  Court  Martial  of  the  Line,  held 
at  Head- (Quarters,  in  the  City  of  New- York,  In/  war- 
rant from  his  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq., 
General  and  Commander-in-  Chief  of  the  forces  of  the 
United  American  Colonies,  for  the  trial  of  Thomas 
HicKEY  and  others,  June  26<A,  A.  D.  1776. 
Col.  Samuel  H.  Parsons,  President. 
Lt.  Col.  William  Sheppard,  Capt.  Warham  Parks, 
Maj.  Levi  Wells,  Capt.  William  Reed, 

Capt.  Joseph  Hoyt,  Capt.  Joseph  Pettingil, 

Capt.  Abel  Pettibone,  Capt.  David  Lyon, 

Capt.  Samuel  Warren,  Capt.  David  Sill, 

Capt.  James  Mellin,  Capt.  Timothy  Purcival. 

William  Tudor,  Judge  Advocate. 
The  warrant  being  read,  and  the  Court  first  duly  sworn, 
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proceeded  to  the  trial  of  Thomas  Hickcy,  a  private  sentinel 
in  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chiefs  Guard,  com- 
manded by  Major  Gibbs,  brought  prisoner  before  the  Court, 
and  accused  "  of  exciting  and  joining  in  a  mutiny  and 
sedition,  and  of  treacherously  corresponding  with,  inlisting 
among,  and  receiving  pay  from  the  enemies  of  the  United 
American  Colonies." 

The  prisoner  being  arraigned  on  the  above  charge,  pleads 
not  guilty. 

jyilliam  Green  sworn,  deposes.  That,  about  three  weeks 
ago,  I  was  in  company  with  one  Gilbert  Forbes,  a  gun- 
smith, who  lives  in  Broadway,  and  we  fell  into  a  conversa- 
tion on  politicks.  1  found  Forbes's  pulse  beat  high  in  the 
Tory  scheme.  I  had  repeated  conversations  with  Forbes 
afterwards,  and  he  was  always  introducing  politicks,  and 
hinting  at  the  impossibility  of  this  country  standing  against 
the  power  of  Great  Britain.  He  invited  me  to  dine  with 
him  one  day ;  and  a  day  or  two  after  asked  me  if  1  would 
not  inlist  into  the  King's  service.  I  asked  him  where  the 
money  was  to  come  from  to  pay  me  for  the  service ;  Forbes 
replied  the  Mayor  would  furnish  money.  I  was  pleased 
with  the  notion  of  getting  some  money  from  the  Tories,  and 
agreed  to  the  scheme,  with  a  view  to  cheat  the  Tories,  and 
detect  their  scheme.  I  mentioned  the  matter  to  several, 
and,  among  othei-s,  to  Hickey,  the  prisoner.  I  told  him  the 
principle  I  went  upon,  and  that  we  had  a  good  opportunity  of 
duping  the  Tories.  Hickey  agreed  to  the  scheme,  but  did 
not  receive  any  money,  except  two  shillings  which  I  gave 
hira.  Forbes  left  it  with  me  to  inlist  and  swear  the  men. 
Forbes  swore  me  and  one  Clark  on  a  Bible  to  fight  for  the 
King;  but  I  swore  Hickey  to  fight  for  America.  After 
the  prisoner  was  engaged,  1  proposed  to  him  to  reveal  the 
plot  to  the  General,  but  Hickey  said  we  had  better  let  it 
alone  till  we  had  made  further  discoveries.  All  {hat  Forbes 
proposed  to  me  was,  that  when  the  King's  forces  arrived, 
we  should  cut  away  King's  Bridge,  and  then  go  on  board  a 
ship  of  war,  which  would  be  in  the  East  River  to  receive  us. 
I  inlisted  ten  or  a  dozen,  and  told  them  all  my  plan.  The 
prisoner  wrote  his  name  upon  a  piece  of  paper  with  five 
others,  which  I  gave  to  Forbes,  and  this  was  all  the  inlist- 
ment  that  1  knew  of  the  prisoner's  signing. 

Gilbert  Forbes :  A  night  or  two  after  General  Washing- 
ton arrived  in  New-York  horn  Boston,  Green  fell  into  conj- 
pany  where  I  was.  We  were  drinking,  and  Green  toasted 
the  King's  health,  and  I  did  so  too.  A  day  or  two  after- 
wards Green  called  upon  me,  and  said,  that  as  I  had  drank 
his  Majesty's  health,  he  supposed  I  was  his  friend,  and  im- 
mediately proposed  to  inlist  some  men  into  the  King's  ser- 
vice, and  told  me  he  could  procure  considerable  numbers 
to  join  him.  I  put  him  off,  and  declined  having  any  hand 
in  the  business.  But  in  repeated  applications  from  him,  1  at 
last  fell  into  the  scheme.  Green  was  to  inlist  the  men,  in 
which  I  was  not  to  be  concerned,  nor  have  my  name  men- 
tioned. In  a  day  or  two  Green  gave  me  a  list  of  men  who 
had  engaged,  among  whom  was  the  prisoner,  Hickey.  Soon 
after  which,  Hickey  asked  me  to  give  him  half  a  dollar, 
which  I  did,  and  this  was  all  the  money  Hickey  ever  re- 
ceived from  me.  Green  received  eighteen  dollars,  and  was 
to  pay  the  men  who  inlisted  one  dollar  apiece,  and  we  were 
to  allow  them  ten  shillings  per  week  subsistence  money.  I 
received  upwards  of  a  hundred  pounds  from  Mr.  Matthews, 
the  Mayor,  to  pay  those  who  should  inlist  into  the  King's 
service,  who,  alter  inlisting,  were  to  go  on  board  tiie  King's 
ships,  but  if  they  could  not  get  there,  were  to  play  their 
proper  parts  when  the  King's  forces  arrived. 

H'illiam  Welch:  Between  a  fortnight  and  three  weeks 
ago  I  met  the  prisoner  in  the  street ;  he  asked  me  to  go  with 
him  to  a  grog-shop.  When  we  got  there,  he  told  me  he 
had  something  to  tell  me  of  importance,  but  insisted  on  my 
being  sworn  before  he  would  communicate  it.  I  accordingly 
swore  on  the  Bible  to  keep  secret  what  he  should  tell  me. 
He  then  said  that  this  country  was  sold,  that  the  enemy 
would  soon  arrive,  and  that  it  was  best  for  us  Old  Country- 
men to  make  our  peace  before  they  came,  or  they  would 
kill  us  all.  That  we  Old  Countrymen  should  join  together, 
and  we  would  be  known  by  a  particular  mark,  and  if  1  would 
agree  to  be  one  among  them,  he  would  carry  me  to  a  man 
who  would  let  me  have  a  dollar  by  way  of  encouragement. 
I  did  not  relish  the  project,  and  we  parted. 

Isaac  Kclchum:  Last  Saturday  week  the  prisoner  was 
committed  to  jail,  on  suspicion  of  counterfeiting  the  Con- 


tinental currency,  and  seeing  me  in  jail,  inquired  the  reason 
of  it.  I  told  him,  because  1  was  a  Tory.  On  this  a  con- 
versation ensued  upon  politicks.  In  different  convei-sations 
he  informed  me  that  the  Army  was  become  damnably  cor- 
rupted ;  that  the  fleet  was  soon  expected  ;  and  that  he  and  u 
number  of  others  were  in  a  band  to  turn  against  the  Amer- 
ican Army  when  the  King's  troops  should  arrive,  and  asked 
me  to  be  one  of  them.  The  plan,  he  told  me,  was,  some 
were  to  be  sick,  and  others  were  to  hire  men  in  their  room. 
That  eight  of  the  General's  Guard  were  concerned,  but  men- 
tioned only  Green  by  name.  He  further  told  me  that  one 
Forbes,  a  tavern-keeper,  was  to  be  their  Captain,  but  that 
the  inferior  officei's  were  not  yet  appointed,  lest  the  scheme 
should  be  discovered. 

The  prisoner  being  here  called  upon  to  make  his  defence, 
produces  no  evidence  ;  but  says,  "  he  engaged  in  the  scheme 
at  first  for  the  sake  of  cheating  the  Tories,  and  getting  some 
money  from  them,  and  afterwards  consented  to  have  his 
name  sent  on  board  the  man-of-war,  in  order  that  if  the  ene- 
my should  arrive  and  defeat  the  Army  here,  and  he  should 
be  taken  prisoner,  he  might  be  safe." 

The  Court  being  cleared,  after  mature  consideration,  are 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  prisoner  is  guilty  of  the 
charge  against  him,  and  of  a  breach  of  the  fifth  and  of  the 
thirtieth  articles  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Continental  Forces;  and  the  court  unanimously 
sentence  and  adjudge  that  the  prisoner,  Thomas  Hickey, 
suffer  death  for  said  crimes  by  being  hanged  by  the  neck 

till  he  is  dead.  c  u   d  d      -j    ^ 

Samuel  H.  Parsons,  rresident. 


CONNECTICUT  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety,  at 
Lebanon,  Wednesday,  June  26,  A.  D.  1776: 

Present,  his  Honour  the  Governour,  EHphelet  Dyar,  Ja- 
bez  Huntington,  William  Williams,  Jedediah  Elderkin,  and 
Nathaniel  Wales,  Esquires. 

Convened  by  his  Honour's  order,  to  advise  and  assist  him 
about  filling  up  and  supplying  many  vacancies  in  the  new- 
ordered  Regiment  which  have  fallen,  &i.c. 

Dr.  Skinner  came  P.  M.  with  a  letter  from  Captain  Har- 
ding, &.C.,  and  by  order  drew  on  the  Pay-Table  for  a  cus- 
tomary allowance  for  his  going  express  from  Hartford  to 
Boston,  and  returning  via  Lebanon. 

Many  things  to  do  and  consider  about ;  many  Officers, 
&ic.,  and  sundry  supplies,  &,c.,  not  entered  here,  as  they 
belong  to  the  Governour,  &tc. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  the  27th.     Met  again,  &:c., 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson  here  for  many  directions,  &;c. ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Danielson  to  resign  his  appointment ; 
Captain  James  Steadman  appointed  Captain,  instead  of 
Captain  Ripley,  promoted  ;  and  many  others  coming  in  for 
directions,  and  with  requests,  motions,  &.c. 

P.  M.  Voted,  That  Captain  Tinker,  of  the  Crane  Gal- 
ley, be  empowered  to  receive  so  much  of  the  stores  of  Pork. 
Beef,  and  Peas,  or  any  other  Provisions,  being  at  Saybrook, 
in  the  care  of  Captain  Dickinson,  belonging  to  this  Colony, 
taken  out  of  the  Brig  Minerva,  as  he  shall  need  for  the  use 

of  said  Galley,  and  all  the  Bread,  and  166 ;  and 

Captain  E.  Bill  is  directed  to  order  and  see  the  same  de- 
livered accordingly,  taking  his  receipt  therefor,  and  the  same 
transmit  to  his  Honour  the  Governour. 

Voted,  That  said  Captain  Tinker  may  receive  two  of  the 
Nine-pounders  of  the  Continental  Cannon  at  New-London 
for  the  use  of  his  Galley,  and  Mr.  Shaw  is  directed  to  deli- 
ver the  same  accordingly ;  and  Calvin  Ely  is  appointed 
Master  of  said  Row-Galley,  and  Elias  Lay  is  appointed  Se- 
cond-Lieutenant ;  that  a  Drummer  and  Fifer  be  allowed  the 
same  wages  as  in  the  land  service ;  a  Drum  for  the  use  of 
the  said  Galley,  to  be  by  him  kept  and  secured  for  the  use 
of  the  Colony.     Copies  of  the  above  given. 

Letter  prepared  for  General  Schuyler,  &ic.,  to  go  by  post 
to-morrow  morning. 

Voted,  That  all  the  Cannon  Powder  made  at  Messrs. 
Elderkin  and  Wales's  Mill  be  forthwith  sent  and  delivered 
to  the  care  of  Colonel  Jabez  Huntington,  taking  his  receipt 
therefor,  and  many  other  matters  considered,  &,c. ;  and  dis- 
missed near  night. 
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COUNCIL  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  July  2,  1776.] 

Watcrtown,  June  26,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  several  lettei-s  of  the  4th  and  11th  instant, 
too'cther  with  the  resoUitions  of  Congress  for  raising  a  num- 
ber of  men  for  reinforcing  the  Army  in  Canada  and  New- 
York,  have  been  communicated  to  the  General  Court,  and 
duly  attended  to.  It  is  the  prevailing  opinion  here  that  the 
number  required  of  this  Colony  was,  considering  our  circum- 
stances and  present  situation,  more  than  our  proportion.  Out 
of  the  seventeen  regiments  raised  within  this  Colony,  twelve 
of  those  most  complete  were  ordered  this  spring  to  New-  York, 
together  with  the  very  best  of  our  arms ;  besides  which,  one 
regiment  was  sent  the  last  winter  from  this  Colony  to  Ca- 
nada, under  the  command  of  Colonel  Porter.  We  have  a 
very  great  extent  of  sea-coast,  which  lays  this  Government 
under  the  necessity  of  being  at  a  vast  expense  in  keeping  a 
great  number  of  men  in  pay  to  defend  it.  We  have  a  for- 
midable fleet  and  army  in  our  neighbourhood,  which  in  a 
day  or  two  may  invade  the  Colony ;  notwithstanding  which, 
the  General  Court  have  been  so  thoroughly  convinced  of 
the  necessity  of  the  measure  recommended  by  Congress,  that 
they  have  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  voted  to  raise,  from 
the  Militia  on  the  alarm  and  training-band  list  of  the  several 
towns  in  the  Colony,  five  thousand  men,  to  reinforce  and  co- 
operate with  the  Continental  troops  in  Canada  and  New- 
York  ;  and  for  encouragement  have  voted  that  there  shall 
be  paid  to  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  private  soldier 
destined  for  New-York  the  sum  of  three  pounds.  They  are 
to  furnish  themselves  with  a  good  fire-arm  and  bayonet,  or 
instead  of  a  bayonet  a  hatchet  or  tomahawk,  a  cartouch-box, 
knapsack,  and  blanket ;  and  the  Court  have  voted  to  allow 
them  the  further  sum  of  six  shillings  for  the  use  of  their  arms, 
and  twelve  shillings  to  purchase  a  blanket,  and  also  one 
month's  advance  pay  on  their  passing  muster  and  being 
equipped  as  aforesaid.  The  Court  were  very  averse  to 
granting  a  bounty,  but  apprehended  the  men  could  not  be 
obtained  without  it,  especially  as  they  found  the  Colonies 
of  Connecticut  and  New-Hampshire  have  done  the  like  with 
regard  to  the  men  to  be  raised  by  them.  In  short,  the 
Court  have  been  so  solicitous  to  take  effectual  measures  to 
obtain  the  men  designed  for  Canada  and  New-York,  that 
they  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
and  to  pursue  the  necessary  measures  for  raising  the  two 
regiments  granted  by  Congress  lor  the  defence  of  this  Go- 
vernment; however,  this  matter  will  now  immediately  be 
attended  to.  The  money  the  honourable  Congress  have  sent 
to  be  exchanged  for  silver  and  gold  and  to  enable  us  to  raise 
the  two  regiments  designed  for  the  defence  of  this  Govern- 
ment has  been  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony. 
Your  letter  accompanying  the  same  is  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  The  General  Court  had,  previous 
to  their  reception  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  provisions,  passed  a  resolve  for  that  purpose, 
to  be  in  force  until  the  10th  day  of  November  next. 

I  am,  sir,  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Council,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jeremiah  Powell,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


British  troops ;  and  that  some  of  the  most  important  ma- 
noeuvres which  have  been  projected  by  your  Honours  have 
been  by  this  means  in  part,  if  not  wholly,  defeated.  These 
facts  have  alarmed  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  who  in 
general  think  it  unsafe  to  reside  here  while  these  evils  remain 
unremedied.  The  Committee,  therefore,  loathing  the  idea 
of  subjecting  any  pereons  to  confinement,  against  whom  the 
common  safety  may  be  otherwise  secured,  would  with  de- 
ference suggest  to  your  Honours  whether  it  would  not  be 
essential  to  the  publick  peace  that  these  persons  be  removed 
from  the  capital,  and  dispersed  among  the  iidand  towns  in 
this  Colony,  as  well  to  prevent  the  danger  to  which  we  are 
constantly  exposed  by  their  plots  and  conspiracies,  as  to 
ease  the  apprehensions  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  Browne,  Chairman. 


COLONY    OP   THE    MASSACHOSETTS-BAT. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  the  Honourable  House 
of  Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled  at  Water- 
TowN,  June  26,  1776: 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection,  and 
Safety,  for  the  town  of  Boston,  beg  leave  to  represent  to 
your  Honours  that  they  are  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense 
of  the  danger  to  which  the  community  at  large,  and  this 
town  in  particular,  are  exposed  at  this  truly  important  crisis, 
especially  as  they  feel  this  danger  increased  by  the  liberty 
which  many  disaffected  persons  are  indulged,  who  yet  walk 
at  large,  and  some  of  them,  by  their  daily  conversation,  de- 
clare their  fixed  enmity  to  this  country,  and  their  attachment 
to  its  foes,  notwithstanding  the  proceedings  of  the  justices  of 
inquiry  appointed  by  this  honourable  Court.  This  Com- 
mittee have  the  highest  reason  to  suppose  that  a  channel  of 
communication  and  intelligence  between  the  Fleet  and  Army 
employed  against  us  and  these  persons,  has  been  constantly 
kept  open  ever  since  the  town  has  been  evacuated  by  the 


WORCESTER    COUNTY    (MASSACHUSETTS)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  In- 
spection, and  Safety,  from  a  major  part  of  the  towns  in  the 
County  of  Worcester,  convened  at  the  Court-House  in  said 
Worcester,  on  Wednesday,  the  26th  day  of  June,  1776: 

Whereas  the  honourable  the  American  Congress  on  the 
13th  oi  April  last,  resolved  "  that  Bohea  Tea  ought  not  to 
be  sold  in  the  smallest  quantities  at  a  higher  price  in  any 
Colony  than  the  rate  of  three-fourths  of  a  dollar  per  pound, 
and  other  Teas  at  such  prices  as  shall  he  regulated  by  the 
Committees  of  the  Town  or  County  where  the  Tea  is  sold  ; 
and  that  all  persons  who  shall  give  or  take  a  greater  price  for 
it  ought  to  be  considered  as  enemies  to  the  American  cause, 
and  treated  accordingly.  And  it  is  earnestly  recommended 
to  all  Committees  of  Inspection  and  Observation,  as  well 
to  be  vigilant  in  carrying  this  resolve  into  execution,  as  those 
which  prohibit  the  importation  of  India  Tea  from  any  part  of 
the  world,  it  being  the  desire  of  Congress  to  exclude  all 
teas,  except  such  as  may  make  part  of  the  cargoes  of  prizes 
taken  by  the  ships  of  war  or  privateers  belonging  to  these 
Colonies :" 

And  whereas  this  Convention  have  received  intelligence 
that  some  persons  in  this  Colony  have  given  and  taken  a 
greater  price  for  Bohea  Tea  than  three-fourths  of  a  dollar  per 
pound,  in  violation  of  the  aforesaid  resolve: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of 
the  several  Committees  in  this  County  and  others,  to  be  very 
vigilant  to  carry  said  resolve  of  the  American  Congress  into 
execution,  agreeable  to  the  trust  reposed  in  them.  And  it 
is  earnestly  requested  of  the  good  people  of  this  County, 
that  they,  and  every  of  them  who  may  be  knowing  of  any 
person  or  pei-sons  who  shall  sell  or  purchase  Bohea  Tea  at  a 
greater  price  than  three-fourths  of  a  dollar  per  pound,  would 
not  delay  to  give  notice  thereof  to  some  one  of  said  Com- 
mittees, that  such  offenders  may  be  dealt  with  in  the  manner 
set  forth  in  said  resolve  of  Congress. 

And  also  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Convention, 
That  exorbitant  prices  taken  or  given  for  any  article  or  com- 
modity imported,  or  raised,  produced,  and  manufactured 
among  ourselves,  is  of  evil  example,  and  will,  at  this  day  of 
calamity  and  distress,  if  generally  practised,  prove  very  de- 
structive to  the  Colonies,  not  only  in  lessening  the  value  of 
our  currency,  but  interrupting  that  harmony  and  unity  amoni' 
us  which,  under  God,  is  our  strength  ;  that  such  disposition 
indulged,  too  much  savours  of  the  oppression  and  tyranny  we 
so  justly  complain  of;  it  is  therefore  recommended  to  every 
virtuous  mind,  especially  to  the  good  people  of  this  County, 
to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  suppress  it,  and  discoun- 
tenance such  persons  who  shall,  by  example  or  otherwise, 
encourage  such  exorbitancy  and  oppression,  as  they  regard 
their  own  interest  and  the  salvation  of  their  country. 

Per  order :  Joseph  Henshaw,  Chairman. 


CAPT.  CAMPBELL  (pRISONEr)  TO   MASSACHUSETTS   COUNCIL. 

Heading,  June  26,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Permit  me  to  express  my  best  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  kind  indulgence  you  were  pleased  to  grant  to 
myself  and  officers,  in  permitting  our  servants  to  accompany 
us  into  the  country.  As  they  are  soldiers  and  prisoners  of 
war,  and  from  their  present  distant  situation,  too  far  removed 
from  Boston  to  receive  their  former  daily  allowance  of  pro- 
visions from  them,  may  I  request  the  favour  of  an  order  for 
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having  that  article  regularly  served  to  them  in  future  at  or 

as  near  as  possible  to  Captain  Parker's  house,  at  Reading, 

where  the  greatest  part  of  our  officers  are  quartered? 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 

iiumble  servant,  .  ^ 

Archibald  Campbell. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 

P.  S.  The  number  of  servants,  including  a  cook,  a  car- 
penter, a  shoemaker,  a  tailor,  and  a  piper,  amount  to  16 
men,  4  women,  and  2  children  ;  total  22. 


MESHECH  WEARE  TO  THOMAS  GUSHING. 

Exeter,  June  26,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  24th  current,  per  Mr.  John 
Odin,  we  have  duly  received,  with  the  box  of  Continental 
money,  agreeable  to  the  letters  accompanying  the  same ; 
the  bill  of  charges  we  have  also  paid ;  and  acknowledge 
ourselves  obliged  Ibr  your  care  and  trouble  in  forwarding 
the  same. 

In  behalf  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  Weare,  President  of  the  Council. 
To  the  Honourable  Thomas  Cashing,  Esq. 


advices    from    CANADA. 
•  h  Admiralty  Office,  London,  July  30,  1776. 

By  letters  from  Captain  Douglas,  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
tsis,  dated  at  Quebeck,  the  26th  and  27th  of  last  month,  it 
appears  that  immediately  after  raising  the  siege  of  Qucbeck, 
of  which  he  gave  an  account  in  his  letters  of  the  8th  and 
15th  oi  May,  every  proper  measure  was  taken  to  facilitate 
the  further  operations  against  the  Rebels,  by  sending  down 
the  river  all  the  pilots  which  could  be  procured,  to  bring  up 
the  transports  that  were  daily  expected  with  General  Bur- 
goyne  from  England  and  Ireland ;  and  that  no  time  might 
be  lost  on  their  arrival,  he  had  provided  pilots  for  the  upper 
river,  and  placed  frigates  and  armed  vessels  in  proper  sta- 
tions to  assist  and  escort  them  ;  and  also,  lest  the  transports 
should  be  prevented  by  contrary  winds  from  sailing  up  the 
river,  he  had  stationed  vessels  with  provisions,  at  proper  places, 
for  the  use  of  the  troops,  if  they  should  be  obliged  to  disem- 
bark and  march  by  land.  By  these  dispositions,  all  the  trans- 
ports with  troops  which  had  pilots  on  board,  proceeded  up 
the  river,  without  stopping  at  ^uebeck,  and  arrived  at  Three- 
Rivers  time  enough  to  defeat  the  Rebels,  and  afterwards 
drive  them  from  St.  Johns  and  all  their  posts  below  Lake 
Champlain.  Captain  Douglas,  in  the  same  letter,  says  that 
the  prudent  and  spirited  behaviour  of  Captain  Harvey,  of  the 
Martin  sloop,  cannot  be  too  much  commended ;  and  that 
the  zeal,  vigour  and  unanimity  of  his  Majesty's  servants,  on 
both  elements,  were  scarcely  equalled  on  any  other  occasion 
within  his  remembrance.  He  also  writes  that  he  was,  in 
concert  with  General  Carleton,  considering  upon  a  proper 
establishment  for  armed  vessels  to  be  employed  on  the  Lakes 
Champlain  and  Ontario,  and  in  contriving  the  most  expedi- 
tious means  of  getting  them,  with  other  craft,  on  the  said 
Lakes,  in  order  to  the  better  accelerating  the  passage  of  the 
Army;  and  that  Captain  Harvey,  of  the  Martin,  was  return- 
ing to  Sorel,  in  order  to  examine  into  the  means  of  floating 
between  camels,  (as  is  practised  in  Russia  and  Holland,) 
through  the  Rapids  of  Chambly  into  Lake  Champlain,  the 
six  armed  vessels,  one  of  which  was  already  arrived  from 
England,  and  the  others  hourly  expected. 


COLONEL    BULLITT    TO    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

[Read  June  37,   1776.     Referred  to  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
Goldsborough,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Rodney.] 

[Philadelphia,  June,  1776.] 

Gentlemen  :  Allow  me,  after  observing  to  you  that  my 
motives  for  engaging  in  the  service  I  am  now  in  were  not 
through  lucrative  motives  of  pay  or  rank,  as  1  flatter  myself 
my  conduct  will  sufficiently  satisfy,  to  observe  to  you,  that 
when  I  received  your  commission  as  Deputy  Adjutant-Ge- 
neral, I  was  at  a  loss  what  to  understand  from  the  rank  you 
assigned  me  in  it ;  your  giving  it  at  least  deprived  me  of 
serving  in  the  cause  without  it ;  and  if  you  think  it  necessary 
for  the  service  1  should  rank  in  the  service,  it  was  offering 
great  indignity  to  the  service  of  nine  campaigns  and  seven 


actions  fought  for  my  country  with  various  successes — I  be- 
lieve double  the  number  that  any  other  officer  you  have  in  this 
department,  except  our  General  that  commands  us.  There 
is  a  delicacy  in  being  commanded  by  officers  that  a  person 
formerly  has  been  accustomed  to  command,  which  is  my 
situation ;  for  I  do  not  recollect  but  three  officere  (except 
our  commandant)  in  this  department  of  whom  I  had  not 
the  command  last  war.  Under  these  considerations,  1  am 
induced  to  apply  to  your  able  Board  to  either  establish  my 
former  rank,  or  give  me  a  commission  without  any  being 
mentioned  ;  in  this,  I  would  not  be  understood  to  be  aiming 
at  the  increase  of  my  pay,  as  I  shall  be  always  satisfied  with 
such  as  will  be  sufficient  to  subsist  on. 

I  am,  with  the  utmost  respect,  your  honourable  Board's 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Bullitt,  D.  A.  G. 
To  the  Honourable  the  President  and  Continental  Congress. 
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ANDREW  BUCHANAN  TO    MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  June  27,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  take  leave  to  offer  the  enclosed  plan  of 
arrangement  of  the  Militia  under  my  direction  to  your  con- 
sideration. The  obvious  utility  in  furnishing  them  better  arms, 
»and  avoiding  the  inconvenience,  as  well  as  expense,  of  having 
too  great  numbers  in  service  at  the  same  time,  will,  I  am  per- 
suaded, present  itself  at  first  view,  and  render  it  unnecessary 
for  me  to  recommend  it.  The  Baltimore-town  Battalion,  to 
whom  as  yet  it  has  been  only  proposed,  will,  I  believe,  rea- 
dily adopt  it.  I  shall  do  nothing  further  until  it  has  received 
the  sanction  of  your  approbation. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

Andrew  Buchanan. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

To  Captain  A.  B.:  To  avoid  calling  out  too  many  of  the 
Militia  at  one  time  on  alarm,  I  have  it  in  instructions  from 
the  General  to  throw  each  company  of  the  Battalion  in  cer- 
tain divisions ;  one  of  which  only  is  to  be  ordered  on  duty 
at  the  same  time,  except  on  an  extraordinary  emergency. 
The  mode  adopted,  you  have  enclosed  for  your  govern- 
ment. The  advantages  resulting  therefrom  will,  I  make  no 
doubt,  sufficiently  recommend  it ;  however,  you  are  to  take 
the  sense  of  your  company  therein,  and  advise  me  as  soon 
as  possible,  that  the  General  may  be  enabled  to  lay  the  plan 
before  the  Council  of  Safety  for  their  approbation;  without 
which,  it  will  not  perhaps  be  put  in  practice.  You  are  to 
have  the  effective  arms  in  your  company  valued  by  the  com- 
missioned officers,  or  any  three  of  them,  and  marked  B,  1., 
Sic,  and  so  progressively  upwards,  taking  a  list  thereof,  with 
the  owners'  names  opposite  its  number,  that  the  same  may  be 
replaced  or  paid  for  by  the  publick  if  lost  or  rendered  use- 
less in  the  service.  It  would  be  advisable  to  place  the  best 
of  these  arms  in  the  first  division,  to  be  delivered  over  occa- 
sionally to  the  second,  third,  and  fourth.  You  will  be  pleased 
to  lose  no  time  in  arranging  your  company  and  acquainting 
each  person  to  what  division  he  belongs.  If  your  company 
should  be  incomplete,  the  deficiency  should  fall  in  the  last 
division,  as  it  can  be  easily  supplied  from  those  who  have 
been  in  service  before  them,  &,c. 

N.  B.  Instructions  to  be  given  by  the  Colonels  to  the 
Captains. 

Half  Battalion,  Baltimore,  •    .    .    .    .    Colonel  William  Buchanan. 

First  Division,  Captain  ZACHAniAH  McCubbin  :  Composed — 
From  Captain's  Company,  of-     -     1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 
From  Capt.  Galbraith's,    1st  Lieut.,  1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 
From  Capt.  Teams's,   -     2d  Lieut.,  1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 
From  Capt.  Rutler's,    -     Knsign,      1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 

Secontl  Division,  Captain  William  Galbraith:  Composed — 
From  Caplain's  Company,  of  -     -     1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 
From  Capt.  McCubbin's,  1st  Lieut.,  1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 
From  Capt.  Rutter's,     -     2d  Lieut.,  1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 
From  Capt.  Teams's,     -    Ensign,      1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 

Third  Division,  Captain  Fbedehick  Tkams  :  Composed — 
From  Captain's  Company,  of-     -     1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 
From  Capt.  Rutter's,     -    1st  Lieut,  1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 
From  Capt.  McCubbin's,  2d  Lieut.,  1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 
From  Capt.  Galbraith's,    Ensign,      1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 

Fourth  Division,  Captain  Thomas  Rutter:  Composed — 
From  Captain's  Company,  of  -     -     1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 
From  Capt.  Teams's,    -    let  Lieut.,  1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 
From  Capt.  Galbraith's,     2d  Lieut.,  1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates. 
From  Capt.  McCubbin's,  Ensign,      1  Sergeant,  1  Corporal,  15  Privates^ 
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MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETV  TO  CAPTAIN  VEAZET. 

[No.  48.]  Annapolis,  June  37,  1776. 

Sik:  We  have  written  to  the  Commiltee  of  Ohservalion 
of  Kent  County  to  liire  wagons  to  convey  a  quantity  of 
powder,  sulphur,  &c.,  from  Chincoteague,  in  Accomack 
County,  to  Tnlbot  Coiirt-House,  or  to  such  place  as  Briga- 
dier-General Chambcrlaine  shall  oixier  or  direct;  and  as  it 
will  be  expedient  that  a  guard  siionid  attend  the  carriage  of 
tlie  above  articles,  we  desire  you  will  order  one  of  your  Lieu- 
tenants, with  ten  men,  on  that  service ;  the  greatest  care 
and  attention  is  recommended  to  the  officer  you  intrust  on 
that  business.  You  will  direct  your  officer  that  when  he 
shall  arrive  at  Tnlbot  Court-House,  ho  immediately  give  no- 
tice of  his  arrival  to  General  Cliambcrlaine,  and  await  such 
orders  as  lie  may  think  proper  to  give  respecting  the  powder 
and  other  articles.     We  are,  &c. 

To  Captain  Edward  Veazey. 


SAFETY    TO   COMMITTEE   OF    OBSER- 
FOR    KENT    COUNTY. 


MARYLAND   COITNCIL    OF 
VATION 
[No.  49.]  Annapolis,  June  27,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Twenty-two  barrels  of  sulphur,  sixty  bar- 
rels of  gunpowder,  fourteen  muskets,  ten  bayonets,  ten  swi- 
vels, and  two  blunderbusses,  with  their  furniture,  belonging, 
to  this  Province,  are  lately  arrived  in  Chincoteague,  in  Ac- 
comack County,  in  Virginia,  and  are  now  under  the  care  of 
Colonel  Matthews,  of  that  County.  As  wagons  cannot  be 
procured  in  any  of  the  lower  Counties,  we  request  you  would 
immediately  hire  and  despatch  as  many  as  may  be  thought 
necessary,  to  convey  the  same  from  thence  to  Talbot  Court- 
House,  or  to  such  place  as  Brigadier-General  Chambcrlaine 
shall  order  and  direct.     We  are,  &c. 


JAMES  HINDMAN  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Oxford,  June  27,  1776. 

At  one  o'clock  yesterday  your  letter  came 
of  Convention  giving  informa- 


Gentlemen 
to  hand,  enclosing  a  resolve 
.  tion  of  Captain  Montagu's  conduct,  with  directions  to  be 
prepared  to  repel  any  violence  offered  by  him,  and  to  pre- 
vent his  procuring  provisions.    Should  have  been  very  happy 

to  have  received  your  commands  three  hours  sooner;  by  that         ... 

nrieans  I  might  have  prevented  Mr.  James  Dickinson,  Wil-  ^"^'°'?  of  Convention  that  a  Council  of  Safety  be  appointed, 

liam  Thomas,  John  Stevem,  and  JSicholas  Martin,  going  on  '°  ®^'*'  during  the  intermediate  time  between  the  dis'^olution 

board  the  Foioei/  man-of-war,  with  several  head  of  sheep  °^^^^  present  and  the  meeting  of  the  next  Convention,  and 

and  hogs,  some  as  a  present  for  tiie  Governour,  others  for  ^'*°  P5P"i!!^*  ^°  represent  this  Province  in  Concrress 


of  this  Province,  have  detennined  to  exercise  our  unquestion- 
able right  of  instructing  our  Delegates  in  Convention.  No 
apology  is  necessary;  neither  is  any,  we  presume,  expected 
from  us.  From  the  ver)'  nature  of  the  trust,  and  the  relation 
subsisting  between  constituent  and  representative,  the  former 
is  entitled  to  express  his  sentiments,  and  to  instruct  the  lat- 
ter upon  all  points  that  may  come  under  his  consideration  as 
representative.     We,  therefore,  instruct  you  as  follows : 

1st.  That  you  move  for,  and  endeavour  to  obtain,  a  re- 
solution in  Convention  that  the  Instructions  given  by  the 
Convention  in  December  last,  and  renewed  by  the  May 
Convention,  to  the  Deputies  of  this  Province  in  Congress,  be 
rescinded,  and  the  restrictions  therein  contained  removed. 

2dly.  That  you  move  for,  and  endeavour  to  obtain,  a  reso- 
lution in  Convention  that  this  Province  be  united  with  the 
other  twelve  Colonies  represented  in  Congress,  and  that  the 
Deputies  of  this  Colony  be  authorized  and  directed  to  con- 
cur with  the  other  United  Colonies,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
in  Congress,  in  declaring  the  United  Colonies  free  and  inde- 
pendent States,  and  in  forming  such  further  compact  and 
confederation  between  them  in  making  foreign  alliances,  and 
in  adopting  such  other  measures  as  shall  be  adjudged  neces- 
sary for  securing  the  liberties  of  America,  provided  the  sole 
and  exclusive  right  of  regulating  the  internal  Government 
and  police  of  this  Province  be  reserved  to  the  people  thereof. 

'Sdly.  That  you  move  for,  and  endeavour  to  obtain,  a  reso- 
lution of  Convention  that  the  exercise  of  every  kind  of  au- 
thority under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  be  now  totally* 
suppressed,  and  that  a  Government  be  formed  for  this  Pro^  ' 
vince  under  the  authority  of  the  people  only. 

^thly.  That  you  move  for,  and  endeavour  to  obtain,  a 
resolution  of  Convention  that  a  Government  for  this  Pro- 
vince ought  not  to  be  formed  and  carried  into  execution  by 
this  present  Convention. 

bthly.  That^  you  move  for,  and  endeavour  to  obtain,  a 
resolution  of  Convention  that  a  full  and  equal  representa- 
tion of  the  people  be  appointed,  and  a  new  Convention  be 
immediately  elected,  with  full  powers  to  form  and  establish 
a  new  Government;  which  Convention  to  continue  until 
the  last  day  of  December  next,  and  such  Government  be 
subject  to  such  alterations  and  amendments  as  the  people 
may  judge  necessary. 

Qtkly.  That  you  move  for,  and  endeavour  to  obtain,  a  reso- 


sale.  Sir.  Dickinson  informed  me,  some  time  before  he  set 
out,  that  the  Governour  had  permission  from  your  Honours 
to  take  live  stock  on  board  the  man-of-war  whenever  she 
should  come  up,  and  that  he  was  to  procure  it  for  him.  This 
step  has  been  taken  by  those  gentlemen  without  the  permis- 
sion or  knowledge  of  the  Committee  of  the  County.  Im- 
mediately on  receipt  of  your  letter  I  hired  a  boat,  put  twenty 
men  on  board,  sent  in  pursuit  of  them,  with  orders  to  bring 
those  gentlemen  with  their  sheep  and  hogs  back  again" 
About  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  my  boat  met  with  them 
on  their  return,  having  safely  lodged  all  their  stock  on  board 
the  man-of-war.  I  informed  them  of  the  resolve  of  Con- 
vention, and  your  ordei-s  to  me.  They  have  given  me  their 
honour  to  attend  at  any  time  and  place  you  may  direct,  to 
answer  for  their  conduct. 

As  I  thought  it  necessary  to  inform  you  as  soon  as  possible 
of  this  matter,  have  hired  a  boat  for  the  purpose,  in  which 
Mr.  Anderson  goes  over,  and  can  fully  relate  to  you  every 
particular  respecting  those  gentlemen.   Shall  be  much  obliged 


Ithly.  That  you  move  for,  and  endeavour  to  obtain,  a 
resolution  of  Convention  that  all  publick  and  private  inte- 
rest of  moneys  cease  and  determine  during  this  time  of  gene- 
ral distress,  such  moneys  only  to  be  excepted  as  have°been 
actually  lent  within  the  last  three  months,  which  shall  be 
proved  by  the  lender  to  have  been  lent  within  the  time  above- 
mentioned  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  persons  as  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  determine  the  same,  and  that  country  produce  be 
a  lawful  tender  for  the  interest  of  the  same,  at  the  market 
price,  to  be  regulated  by  two  unexceptionable  freeholders, 
upon  oath,  one  to  be  appointed  by  each  party. 

Sthly.  That  you  move  for,  and  endeavour  to  obtain,  a 
resolution  of  Convention  that  the  moneys  appropriated  by 
act  of  Assembly  for  opening,  clearing,  and  straightening  the 
roads  in  this  County,  be  immediately  applied  to  the  "pay- 
ment of  the  publick  charge  of  this  County. 

9thly.  That  you  move  for,  and  endeavour  to  obtain,  a 
resolution  of  Convention  that  all  rents  may  be  paid,  and 
shall  be  received,  in  country  produce,  at  the  same  rates 
which  such  commodities  bore  at  the  time  such  contract  was 
made  or  renewed  ;  and  the  same  to  be  set  by  the  Commit- 


to  you  to  send  me  by  him  an  order  for  one  hundred  or  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  as  am  getting  the  soldiers'  clothes 

made  up,  and  frequently  purchasing  little  necessary  articles.  ^^^  °^  Observation  until  other  persons  are  appointed. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  your  much  obliged  and  obedient  humble         10<A/y.  That  you  move  for,  and  endeavour  to  obtain,  a 

servant,  resolution  of  Convention  that  no  person  be  allowed  to  briii<r 

_,  . ,     L    ^  *"^^  HiNDMAN.  fire-arms,  or  any  other  weapons,  offensive  or  defensive 

1  o  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland.  the  ensuing  election  of  Delegates  in  Convention. 


to 


To  Ch Aiu,ES  Carroll,  Barrister,  Samuel  Chase,  Thomas 
Johnson,  William  Paca,  and  Charles  Carroll  of 
Carrollton,  Esquires,  Delegates  in  Convention  for 
Anne  Arundel  County : 

Gentlemen  :  We,  the  freemen  oi  Anne  Arundel  County, 
t^mg  into  serious  consideration  the  present  alarming  situation 


Anne  Arundel  County,  June  26,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Deputies  of  the  several  Battalions 
of  Militia  of  this  County  in  conference,  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
John  Ball,  in  the  City  of  Annapolis  : 

It  was  proposed  that  the  following  do  pass  as  a  re.solve  of 
this  Committee :  That  this  Committee  do  proceed  to  draw 
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up  a  sketch  of  a  form  of  Government  for  this  Province,  to  be 
laid  before  the  people  of  this  County  for  their  consideration. 
A  question  was  put  on  the  passage  of  the  same,  and  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

For  the  affirmative :  Edward  Gaitker,  Thomas  Tillard, 
A.  fVarJiclJ,  James  Tootell,  Philemon  fVarfield,  Vachel  Gai- 
ther,  Thomas  Hanvood,  Richard  Cromwell,  Thomas  Mayo, 
Andrew  Ellicot,  Rezin  Hammond,  Matthias  Hammond. 

The  following  gentlemen  declined  voting  on  the  above, 
conceiving  that  they  had  no  power  from  their  constituents 
for  that  purpose  :  Thomas  Horsey,  John  Horsey,  E.  Howard, 
Benj.  Galloway,  John  Horsey,  (son  of  Michael,)  Samuel 
Harrison,  Jun.,  John  Thomas,  Joseph  Ellicot,  Richard 
Stringer,  Michael  Pue. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  until  nine  o'clock  to-mor- 
row morning. 

June  27, 1776. — Committee  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  Committee  proceeded  to  take  up  the  resolve  of  yes- 
terday respecting  the  drawing  up  a  form  of  Government  for 
this  Province,  to  be  laid  before  the  people  of  this  County 
for  their  consideration ;  whereupon  the  following  form  of 
Government  was  approved  of  by  a  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee, ordered  to  be  published,  and  laid  before  the  people 
of  this  County : 

A  FORM  OF  Government  proposed  for  the  considera- 
tion   OF    THE    PF.OPLE    OF   AnNE    ArUNDEL    CoUNTY. 

The  right  to  legislate  is  in  every  member  of  the  commu- 
nity :  but,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  the  exercise  of  such 
right  must  be  delegated  to  certain  persons  to  be  chosen  by 
the  people.  When  this  choice  is  free,  it  is  the  people's  fault 
if  they  are  not  happy. 

That  the  Legislative  may  be  so  constituted  as  never  to  be 
able  to  form  an  interest  of  its  own  separate  from  the  interest 
of  the  community  at  large,  it  is  necessary  its  branches  should 
be  independent  of,  and  balance,  each  other,  and  all  depend- 
ent on  the  people. 

1.  That  there  be  chosen  by  the  people  a  Lower  House ; 
also,  that  there  be  chosen  by  the  people  an  Upper  House. 
These  two  bodies  to  form  the  Legislative  power. 

It  is  essential  to  liberty  that  the  Legislative,  Judicial,  and 
Executive  powers  of  Government  be  separate  from  each 
other ;  for  where  they  are  united  in  the  same  person,  or  num- 
ber of  persons,  there  would  be  wanting  that  mutual  check 
which  is  the  principal  security  against  their  making  of  arbi- 
trary laws,  and  a  wanton  exercise  of  power  in  the  execu- 
tion of  them. 

2.  That  there  be  a  Council  of  seven  persons,  appointed 
by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  two  Houses  of  Legislature  from 
tlieir  bodies,  to  hold  the  Executive  power. 

3.  That  these  several  bodies,  Legislative  and  Executive, 
hold  their  powers  for  one  year,  as  annual  elections  are  most 
friendly  to  liberty,  and  the  oftener  power  reverts  to  the  peo- 
ple the  greater  will  be  the  security  for  a  faithful  discharge 
of  it. 

4.  That  the  vacancies  created  in  either  House  of  Legis- 
lature by  the  appointment  of  the  Council  aforesaid,  be  filled 
up  by  the  people  of  such  Counties  where  such  persons  were 
sent  from,  that  there  may  be  always  a  full  representation  of 
the  people  in  both  Houses  of  Legislature. 

5.  That  Judges  of  a  Provincial  Court  be  annually  appoint- 
ed by  joint  ballot  of  the  two  Houses;  also,  a  Clerk  for  the  Pro- 
vincial Office,  (having  no  Secretary  for  that  office  as  hereto- 
fore,) with  reasonable  fees  for  their  respective  services. 

6.  That  Commissioners  and  Clerk  of  Loan  Office,  Attor- 
ney-General, Treasurer,  Register  for  Land  Office,  Judge, 
Marshal,  and  Clerk  for  Court  of  Admiralty,  be  annually  ap- 
pointed by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  two  Houses  of  Legislature. 

7.  That  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Sheriffs,  Clerks  of  Coun- 
ties, and  Surveyors,  be  annually  chosen  by  the  people  of 
each  County. 

8.  That  the  Chancery  business  be  done  by  the  respective 
County  Courts,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Council,  who  shall 
have  power  finally  to  determine  on  such  appeal.  The  official 
business  to  be  done  by  the  respective  Clerks  of  each  court, 
with  reasonable  fees  for  their  respective  services. 

.9.  That  there  be  annually  chosen  by  the  people  of  each 
County  a  person  to  serve  as  a  Register  of  Wills,  granting 
letters  of  administration,  he,  and  that  the  business  hereto- 
fore done  by  the  Commissary  of  this  Province  be  done  by 


the  County  Courts,  with  an  appeal  to  the  Council,  with  rea- 
sonable fees  for  their  respective  services. 

10.  That  no  fees  be  allowed  to  be  taken  agreeable  to  the 
old  table,  but  that  a  new  and  equitable  table  of  fees  be  es- 
tablished. 

11.  That  the  trial  by  Jury  be  held  and  kept  sacred  ;  also, 
the  habeas  corpus  preserved. 

12.  That  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  sit  in  either  House 
of  Legislature,  or  Council,  or  Congress,  who  holds  any  office 
of  profit,  or  any  pension,  or  receives  any  piofit  or  any  part 
of  the  profit  thereof,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  or  who 
holds  any  office  in  the  regular  military  service,  or  marine  ser- 
vice, either  Continental  or  Provincial. 

13.  That  all  officers  of  the  regular  or  marine  service  be 
appointed  by  the  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Legisla- 
ture. 

14.  That  the  present  resolves  of  the  Conventions  of  this 
Province  restricting  suits  at  law,  stand  and  retnain  during 
this  time  of  publick  calamity. 

15.  That  no  standing  Armies  be  kept  up,  only  in  time  of 
war. 

16.  That  a  well-regulated  Militia  be  established  in  this 
Province,  as  being  the  best  security  for  the  preservation  of 
the  lives,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the  people. 

17.  That  every  Militia  company  choose  its  own  officers, 
Battalions  their  Field  Officers,  and  the  District  Battalions 
their  Brigadiers-General. 

18.  That  Adjutants,  Drummers  and  Fifers,  with  drums 
and  fifes  and  cartouch-boxes,  be  provided  at  the  publick 
expense  for  the  different  Battalions  of  Militia  ;  and  guns  for 
such  unarmed  men  who  are  not  able  to  purchase  the  same. 
And  that  the  Colonels  of  each  Battalion  be  empowered  to 
contract  for  the  above  and  procure  the  same,  and  draw  on 
the  Treasurer  for  the  amount. 

19.  That  a  Congress  be  appointed  annually,  and  com- 
posed of  members  of  each  Colony,  to  convene  at  any  place 
they  may  agree  on,  as  occasion  may  require  ;  to  have  power 
to  adjust  disputes  between  Colonies,  regulate  the  affairs  of 
trade,  war,  peace,  alliances,  &c.;  reserving  to  the  people  of 
each  Colony  the  exclusive  right  of  regulating  the  internal 
Government  and  police  thereof.  That  there  be  seven  De- 
puties appointed  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Legislature  of  this  Province  for  Congress,  annually,  out  of 
their  bodies ;  and  that  the  vacancies  created  in  either  House 
by  such  appointment  be  forthwith  filled  up,  by  election  by 
the  people  of  such  Counties  where  such  members  were  sent 
from,  that  there  may  be  always  a  full  representation  of  the 
people  in  Assembly  as  well  as  in  Congress.  The  continu- 
ance of  such  persons  in  Assembly,  when  publick  business 
requires  their  continual  attendance  in  Congress,  would  be 
nugatory,  and  serve  only  as  a  mark  of  respect,  which  could 
not  compensate  for  the  injury  done  the  publick  by  their  ab- 
sence from  either  station. 

20.  That  all  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  Assembly 
be  published,  except  such  parts  as  relate  to  military  opera- 
tions and  measures  taken  to  procure  arms  and  ammunition  ; 
and  that  they  sit  open  except  when  particular  business  re- 
quires their  being  private.  Also,  that  the  votes  and  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  be  published,  except  as  aforesaid. 

21.  That  an  oath  be  taken  by  every  person  who  shall 
hold  an  office  of  profit  or  trust,  to  stand  true,  be  faithful,  main- 
tain and  support  the  Constitution,  and,  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power,  promote  the  interest  of  the  people.  Such  Constitu- 
tion, however,  to  be  subject  tq  be  changed  or  altered,  or 
amended,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  people,  as  they  may 
judge  necessary. 

22.  That  all  moneys  to  be  raised  on  the  people  be  by  a 
fair  and  equal  assessment,  in  proportion  to  every  person's 
estate ;  and  that  the  unjust  mode  of  taxation  by  the  poll, 
heretofore  used,  be  abolished;  and  that  assessors  be  chosen 
by  the  people  of  each  District  in  each  County  annually. 

Signed  per  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Brice  Worthington,  Chairman. 


TO  THE  people  OF  MARYLAND. 

That  the  People  should  have  a  share  in  the  Legislature 
is  the  vital  principle  of  every  free  Government.  That  the 
Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial  powers  should  be  vested 
in  one  man,  or  body  of  men,  is  incompatible  with  and  de- 
structive of  liberty.     If  chance  or  indiscretion  should  ever 
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consolidate  such  inconsistent  powers,  the  freedom  of  the 
people  will  he  in  danger  until  they  are  separated.  This 
radical  evil  in  our  Colony  demands  immediate  attention, 
and  requires  an  instant  cure.  All  men,  hy  nature  fond  of 
power,  are  unwilling  to  part  with  the  possession  of  it.  The 
desire  to  command  increases  every  day.  The  exercise 
creates  afl'ection ;  and  what  was  granted  as  a  trust,  is  soon 
claimed  as  a  right.  The  afiahlc,  courteous,  patriotick  citi- 
zen out  of  power,  frequently  degenerates  into  the  haughty, 
insolent  tyrant,  when  vested  with  supreme  command.  No 
man,  or  body  of  men,  ought  to  be  intrusted  with  the  united 
powers  of  Government,  or  more  command  than  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  discharge  the  particular  ofiice  committed  to  him. 
A  rotation  of  power,  a  rotation  of  office,  with  moderate  sala- 
ries, are  the  best  and  most  eftectual  means  to  preserve  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  Our  Convention  was  introduced  as 
a  temporary  expedient — a  child  of  necessity — to  supply,  in 
some  measure,  a  want  of  Government.  The  old  and  con- 
stitutional Government  could  not  be  trusted.  The  present 
Convention,  invested  by  the  people  at  their  election  with  the 
whole  legislative  power,  exercise  not  only  the  legislative 
but  the  judicial  and  executive  authority.  This  jumble  of 
characters  must  and  will  introduce  the  most  palpable  errors 
and  confusion  into  our  publick  affairs.  The  justly  celebra- 
ted Montesquieu  observes,  that  a  complete  tyranny  is  esta- 
blished by  such  a  combination  of  powers.  For  the  want  of 
a  proper  Government,  the  greatest  crimes  to  the  State  may 
be  committed  with  impunity.  Our  paper  money  may  be 
forged,  intelligence  conveyed  to  our  enemies,  and  traitors 
bear  arms  against  us.  The  first  ought  to  be  punished  with 
death,  and  the  two  last  with  the  loss  of  life  and  estate.  The 
danger  to  the  community  from  the  commission  of  these 
crimes  is  very  apparent.  The  Convention  could  not  declare 
the  penalty  for  the  offence  without  pointing  out  some  mode 
for  the  trial  of  the  criminal.  As  legislators  to  make  the  law, 
and  as  judges  to  determine  the  breach,  in  the  case  of  life, 
would  seem  too  arbitrary,  and  deprive  the  people  of  the 
great  bulwark  of  their  liberty — trial  by  jury,  no  courts  are 
established  to  execute  the  resolves  of  the  Convention,  as  the 
law  of  the  land  :  a  trial  by  jury,  therefore,  could  not  be  given, 
and  on  the  greatest  criminals  no  adequate  punishment  could 
be  inflicted. 

These,  and  many  other  reasons,  will  suggest  themselves 
to  every  reader,  and  convince  him  that  the  present  mode  of 
Government  by  Conventions  ought  now  to  cease.  Policy, 
prudence,  and  our  safety,  call  for  the  establishment  of  a  pro- 
per, effectual,  and  well-regulated  Government.  The  writer 
of  this  paper  would  be  for  an  abolition  of  Governments,  if  the 
conduct  of  the  two  last  was  wholly  unexceptionable.  It  has 
been  well  observed,  "that  in  the  relation  of  constituent  and 
representative,  one  principal  security  of  the  former  is  the 
right  he  holds  to  be  fully  informed  of  the  conduct  of  the 
latter ;  and  no  case  can  exist  in  which  it  would  be  of  more 
importance  to  exercise  the  right  than  the  present,  nor  any 
in  which  the  Representative  would  more  willingly  acquiesce 
in  the  exercise  of  it."  The  late  Convention  was  pleased  to 
declare  "  that  they  had  no  intention  or  desire  to  prevent  any 
person  from  freely  examining  into  their  conduct,  or  to  exer- 
cise his  judgment,  or  to  communicate  his  sentiments,  as  to 
the  abilities  or  fitness  of  any  man  to  fill  the  office  to  which 
he  is  appointed  ;  and  that  it  is  necessary,  for  the  purposes  of 
filling  the  places  of  highest  trust  with  the  best  and  most 
approved  characters  in  the  community,  and  for  the  preser- 
vation of  publick  liberty,  that  there  should  be  such  free  in- 
vestigations :  the  right  of  examining  into  the  publick  conduct 
of  their  rulers  is  inherent  in  the  people."  The  Convention 
have  given  their  publick  testimony  of  the  propriety  of  the 
exercise  of  it,  without  the  caution  annexed.  I  would  not 
wantonly  and  licentiously  traduce,  by  misrepresentations,  the 
conduct  of  any  publick  body  or  of  any  individual.  The  con- 
duct of  the  UecemJcr  Convention,  in  appointing  about  fifty  out 
of  their  number  (eighty)  to  be  Brigadiers  and  Field  Officers 
of  the  Militia,  has  given  great  offence.  A  monopoly  in  trade 
or  power  will  not  be  tolerated  in  a  free  Government.  I  am 
sorry  to  mention  the  mode  of  appointing  officers  of  the  regular 
troops.  Merit  should  be  the  only  recommendation  to  office. 
To  truck,  to  bargain  for  each  other's  votes,  without  any  in- 
quiry into  the  pretensions  or  abilities  of  the  person  proposed, 
and  with  no  other  condition  than  if  you  will  vote  for  my  friend, 
I  will  give  my  voice  for  yours,  was  mean,  dishonourable,  and 
disgraceful.     The  refusal  to  vote  individually,  by  which  the 


conduct  of  each  member  might  be  known -to  his  constituents, 
was  very  exceptionable.  That  eighteen  members  should 
make  the  law  for  this  Province,  is  impolitick  and  unjust. (a) 
An  equal  representation  of  the  people  is  the  best  and  great- 
est security  for  their  liberty  ;  and  the  publick  cannot  con- 
ceive the  reasons  for  the  Convention's  rejecting  a  motion  to 
that  purpose.  The  charter  of  this  Province  has  been  deemed 
sacred  by  our  Conventions.  The  Charter  to  the  City  of  ^n- 
napolis  grants  the  citizens  a  right  to  send  two  Delegates  to 
Assembly,  and  an  act  of  our  Assembly  confirms  that  right. 
The  Convention  disregarded  the  petition  of  the  citizens  to 
send  Delegates  to  the  Convention.  The  instructions  given 
by  the  Convention  to  their  Deputies  in  Congress  discovered 
a  want  of  confidence  in  their  members  or  the  Congress,  and 
had  a  dangerous  tendency  to  withdraw  this  Province  from 
their  union  with  the  other  Colonies.  The  draft  of  the  in- 
structions, as  reported  by  the  Committee,  will  be  published, 
with  a  few  strictures.  The  firet  Council  of  Safety  consisted 
of  sixteen  gentlemen  ;  (6)  to  prevent  an  abuse  of  power,  from 
a  continuance  thereof  in  the  same  pereons,  the  Convention 
resolved,  that  at  each  Convention  one-half  of  the  membere 
should  be  ineligible  to  the  succeeding  Council.  At  the 
December  Convention,  seven  gentlemen  were  constituted  a 
Council  of  Safety,  with  power  to  any  four  or  more  of  them  to 
elect  another  in  case  of  death,  (c)  At  the  last  Convention, 
in  May,  nine  gentlemen  were  elected  a  Council  of  Safety,  (d) 
The  December  Convention  left  out  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
gentlemen  of  abilities,  and  of  known  and  approved  attach- 
ment to  the  American  cause.  The  last  Convention  con- 
tinued the  gentlemen  appointed  in  December.  Why  did  not 
the  rule  to  prevent  an  abuse  of  power,  from  a  continuance 
thereof  in  the  same  persons,  take  place  at  the  last  as  well  as 
at  the  December  Convention  ?  Were  the  gentlemen  worthy 
of  more  trust  or  confidence  than  their  predecessors  ?  It  is 
well  known  that  one  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  Council  has 
uniformly  opposed  every  measure  adopted  by  this  Province 
for  their  defence ;  and  that  another  gentleman  exerted  all 
his  influence  to  rivet  the  forty  per  poll,  and  to  establish  a 
proclamation  for  officers'  fees  as  the  law  of  the  land  ;  this 
conduct  could  be  no  recommendation  to  sit  in  our  Councils, 
and  direct  the  military  force  of  this  Province.  The  trans- 
actions of  the  Convention  relative  to  Governour  Eden  have 
given  great  disgust  in  this  and  our  sister  Colonies.  Gover 
nour  Eden  (among  other  pieces  of  ill-behaviour)  issued  his 
proclamation  to  regulate  and  establish  the  fees  of  office  ;  this 
conduct  was  stigmatized  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  De- 
legates of  Maryland,  as  arbitrary  and  tyrannical,  and  the 
advisers  of  the  measure  were  voted  enemies  of  this  country : 
is  it  not  remarkable  that  a  Convention,  composed  of  many 
of  the  same  Delegates,  should  now,  without  any  change  in 
their  Governour's  conduct,  express  "  their  real  wishes  for  his 
return  to  resume  the  Government  of  this  Province  ?" 

The  times  are  full  of  danger,  jealousy,  and  fear.  The 
publick,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  be  offended  with  the  author 
for  giving  them  information,  and  expressing  his  opinion  of 
the  publick  conduct  of  their  rulers ; 

For  he  has  no  wish  above 

His  country's  welfare  and  his  country's  love. 

An  American. 


TO    THE    PEOPLE    OF    MARYLAND. 

There  never  was  a  time  in  which  it  was  more  necessary 
for  you  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  your  Representatives. 
If,  on  exatnination  and  a  strict  scrutiny,  you  approve,  let  your 
honour  and  confidence  be  given  to  your  present  Delegates. 
If  you  find  good  cause  to  suspect  their  political  principles 
or  probity,  discard,  without  hesitation,  such  men  iiom  your 
service  with  conteinpt,  disgrace,  and  infamy.  If  you  dis- 
cover a  want  of  judgment  and  fortitude,  if  their  conduct  is 

(a)  e. 5".  Three  Delegates  allend  from  nine  Counties;  two  from  each 
of  them  concur  in  opinion.  The  Province  would  be  bound  by  eighteen 
members,  though  there  should  be  forty-four  dissentients. 

(ft)  Jif.  Tilghman,  John  Beall  Sordelu,  Robert  Goldaborough,  James 
HoUyduy,  Richard  Lloyd,  Edward  Lloyd,  Thomas  Smyth,  H.  Hooper, 
Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Thomas  Johnson,  Jun.,  If'illiam  I'aca, 
Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  Thomas  Stone,  Samuel  Chase,  Robert  Alex- 
ander, and  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrolllon,  Esquires. 

(c)  JJaniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  John 
Hall,  Jienjamin  Rumsey,  James  Tilghman,  Thomas  Smyth,  and  Thomas 
Jiedinfield  Hands,  Esquires. 

(rf)  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Charles  Carroll,  Barr.,  Thomas 
Hall,  Benjamin  Rumsey,  George  Flater,  James  Tilghman,  Thomas 
Smyth,  Thomas  Bediiifield  Hands,  and  IVilliam  Hayivard,  Esquires. 
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weak,  timid,  and  irresolute,  dismiss  them  with  silence,  as  unfit 
to  advise  or  govern  in  the  present  state  of  your  affairs,  which 
demands  wisdom  to  plan  and  firmness  to  execute.  If  only 
an  error  in  judgment  can  be  imputed  to  them,  correct  it  bv 
your  advice  and  instructions. 

The  December  Convention  appointed  a  Committee*  to 
prepare  a  draft  of  Instructions  for  the  Deputies  in  Congress, 
who  reported  the  following,  as  unanimously  agreed  to  by 
them : 

"  In  Convention. 
"  To  the  Honourable  M.  Tilghman,  Esq.,  T.  Johnson,  Jm., 
S.Chase,  Robert Goldsbokough,  W.  Paca, T.Stone, 
Robert  Alexander,  and  John  Rogers,  Esquires: 
"  The  Convention,  taking  into  their  most  serious  conside- 
ration the  present  state  of  the  unhappy  dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  ITniied  Colonies,  think  it  proper  to 
deliver  you  their  sentiments,  and  to  instruct  you  in  certain 
points  relative  to  your  conduct  in  Congress  as  Representa- 
tives of  this  Province. 

"The  experience  we  and  ouf  ancestors  have  had  of  the 
mildness  and  equity  of  the  English  Government,  under  which 
we  have  grown  up  to,  and  enjoyed  a  state  of  felicity  not 
exceeded  by  any  people  we  know  of,  until  the  grounds  of 
the  present  controversy  were  laid  by  the  Ministry  and  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  it  has  most  strongly  endeared 
to  us  that  Constitution  from  whence  these  blessings  have 
been  derived,  and  makes  us  ardently  wish  for  a  reconciliation 
with  the  mother  country,  upon  terms  that  may  ensure  to 
these  Colonies  an  equal  and  permanent  freedom.  To  this 
Constitution  we  are  attached,  not  only  by  habit  but  by  prin- 
ciple, being,  in  our  judgments,  persuaded  it  is,  of  all  known 
systems,  best  calculated  to  secure  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
to  guard  against  despotism  on  the  one  hand,  and  licentious- 
ness on  the  other. 

"  Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  we  warmly  recommend 
to  you  to  keep  constantly  in  your  view  the  avowed  end  and 
purpose  for  which  these  Colonies  originally  associated— the 
redress  of  American  grievances  and  securing  the  rights  of 
the  Colonists. 

"  The  remarkable  success  which  has  attended  the  Ameri- 
can arms  afford  so  happy  an  opportunity  of  evincing  to  our 
Sovereign,  to  our  brethren  oi Great  Britain,  and  to  the  world, 
the  sincerity  of  our  frequent  declarations  of  our  strong  desire 
of  reconciliation,  that,  as  Representatives  of  this  Province, 
we  think  it  our  duty  to  instruct  you  to  take  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  move  for  in  Congress,  and  use  your  utmost  endea- 
vours to  have  prepared  and  transmitted,  an  humble  Petition 
to  the  Throne,  disavowing,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  all 
design  in  these  Colonies  of  independence,  and  declaring,  in 
explicit  terms,  that  they  have  nothing  more  in  view  than  the 
establishmentof  their  just  rights,  expressing  their  ardent  de- 
sire to  be  restored  to  the  confidence  of  their  Sovereign,  and 
to  that  happy  connection  which  subsisted  between  them  and 
the  parent  State  before  their  present  troubles  began,  and  pray- 
ing the  Royal  interposition  with  Parliament  for  the  speedy 
restoration  of  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  divided  empire. 
As  upon  the  obtention  of  these  great  objects  we  shall  think 
It  our  greatest  happiness  to  be  firmly  united  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  a  constitutional  dependance  upon  the  imperial  Crown 
and  Parliament  thereof,  we  think  proper  to  instruct  you, 
that  should  any  proposition  be  happily  made  by  the  Crown 
or  Parliament  that  may  lead  to,  or  lay  a  rational  and  pro- 
bable ground  for,  reconciliation,  you  use  your  utmost  endea- 
vours to  cultivate  and  improve  it  into  a  happy  settlement 
and  lasting  amity;  taking  care  to  secure  the  United  Colonies 
against  the  exercise  of  the  right  assumed  by  Parliament  to 
tax  America,  and  to  alter  and  change  the  Charters  and  Con- 
stitutions of  the  said  Colonies ;  which  cannot  be  admitted 
without  destroying  the  essential  security  of  the  lives,  liber- 
ties, and  properties  of  the  Colonists. 

"  We  further  instruct  you,  that  you  do  not,  without  the  pre- 
vious knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  Convention  of  this 
Province,  assent  to  any  proposition  to  declare  these  Colonies 
independent  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain ;  nor  to  any  pro- 
position for  making  or  entering  into  alliance  with  any  foreign 
power ;  nor  to  any  union  or  confederation  of  these  Colonies 
which  may  necessarily  lead  to  a  separation  from  the  mother 
country.     Desirous  as  we  are  of  peace  with  Great  Britain 

*  James  Hollyday,  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  James  Tilghman,  Gus- 
tavu8  Scott,  and  Benjamin  Rumsey,  Esquires. 


upon  safe  and  honourable  terms,  we  wish  you,  nevertheless, 
and  instruct  you,  to  join  with  the  other  Colonies  in  such  mili- 
tary operations  as  you  shall  judge  proper  and  necessary  for 
the  common  defence,  until  such  a  peace  can  be  happily  ob- 
tained. At  the  same  time  that  we  assure  you  we  have  an 
entire  confidence  in  your  abilities  and  integrity  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  great  trust  reposed  in  you,  \ve  must  observe , 
to  you,  as  our  opinion,  that  in  the  relation  of  constituent  and 
Representative,  one  principal  security  of  the  former  is,  the 
right  he  holds  to  be  fully  informed  of  the  conduct  of  the 
latter.  We  can  conceive  no  case  to  exist  in  which  it  would 
be  of  more  importance  to  exercise  this  right  than  the  pre- 
sent, nor  any  in  which  we  can  suppose  the  Representative 
would  more  willingly  acquiesce  in  the  exercise  of  it ;  we 
therefore  instmct  you,  that  you,  from  time  to  time,  as  occa- 
sions may  offer,  lay  before  the  Convention  of  this  Province 
the  proceedings,  and  the  part  you  take  in  the  general  de- 
liberations of  the  Congress,  except  such  military  operations 
as  may  be  judged  necessary  to  be  kept  secret." 

To  determine  the  propriety  of  this  Province  urgin"  the 
Con^rress  to  petition  the  King  oC  Great  Britain  in  Janunn/ 
last,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  the  Petition  proposed 
was,  in  substance,  and  almost  in  words,  the  same  with  the 
one  sent  by  the  Congress  and  then  lying  before  the  Throne. 
The  Proclamation  declaring  all  the  Colonies  in  rebellion, 
was  issued  a  few  days  after  the  arrival  and  knowledge  of 
our  Petition,  and  was  published  in  all  the  newspapers.  It 
was  also  well  known  that  the  Parliament  was  called  and 
expected  to  meet  in  October.  The  Petition  proposed  would 
not  probably  arrive  in  England  before  the  month  of  March, 
before  which  time  the  measures  of  Parliament  must  have 
been  taken,*  and  would  not  be  in  the  least  influenced  by  the 
Petition.  To  send  a  second  Petition  of  the  same  nature, 
before  a  knowledge  of  the  fate  of  the  first,  could  answer  no 
other  purpose  but  to  discover  an  unreasonable  fondness  for 
peace,  and  encourage  a  wicked  and  implacable  tyrant  in  the 
pursuit  of  his  diabolical  schemes.  This  part  of  the  instruc- 
tions was  agreed  to  by  the  Convention,  and  struck  out  oa 
the  next  day,  after  the  receipt  of  the  King's  speech. 

The  instruction  not  to  assent  to  any  proposition  of  inde- 
pendency, for  a  foreign  alliance,  nor  to  any  union  of  the  Co- 
lonies which  might  necessarily  lead  to  a  separation,  without 
the  previous  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  Convention, 
might  have  produced  the  most  fatal  consequences  to  all 
America.  Cases  might  have  happened  in  which  it  would 
have  been  expedient  to  form  foreign  alliances  without  any 
delay;  if  they  could  not  be  entered  into  without  the  consent 
of  Mart/land,  though  a  very  great  majority  of  the  Colonies 
should  esteem  such  measure  wise  and  absolutely  neces- 
sary, the  opportunity  of  saving  America  might  have  been 
lost.  The  Congress  alone  could  have  the  best  intelligence 
and  comprehensive  view  of  our  affairs,  and  would  be  the 
most  capable  judges  when  this  step  ought  to  be  taken.  In- 
terest, policy,  and  necessity  would  induce  this  Province  not 
to  separate  from  her  sister  Colonies.  Why,  then,  discover  a 
distrust  and  want  of  confidence  in  the  Congress,  that  is  a 
majority  of  the  Colonies  ?  Why  disclose  to  the  world  that 
this  Province  would  not  be  bound  to  unite  with  a  majority 
of  them  ?  .      . 

An  American. 


NEW-YORK    delegates    TO    PROVINCIAL    CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  June  27,  1776, 

Gentlemen  :  We  doubt  not  but  before  this  you  have 
received  our  President's  letter,  informing  you  that  this  Con- 
gress have  appointed  the  officers  for  the  regiment  directed 
to  be  raised  in  our  Colony  by  the  resolve  passed  on  Friday 
last,  and  then  transmitted  you.  But  as  we  conceive  the 
appointment  of  officers  by  this  Congress  for  new  levies  to  be 
raised  in  a  particular  Colony,  is  contrary  to  the  ordinary  " 
practice,  and  may  therefore  be  considered  as  in  some  mea- 
sure infringing  on  the  rights  of  the  Colony,  we  beg  leave, 
as  far  as  we  are  able,  to  explain  the  reasons  of  Congress  for 
taking  this  step,  and  our  conduct  thereon. 

On  receiving  the  late  intelligence  from  Canada  respecting 
the  repulse  of  the  detachment  of  our  Army  commanded  by 
General  Thompson,  at  Three  Rivers,  he,  the  despatches 
containing  this  account,  with  the  state  of  our  Army  la 
Canada,  were  referred  to  the  Board  of  War,  who,  the  same 

•  The  Treaty  for  foreign  troops  was  signed  in  Februari/. 
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day,  reported  the  necessity  of  reinforcing  our  Army  there 
with  four  regiments,  &tc.  That  to  he  raised  in  our  Colony 
to  be  one.  To  expedite  the  raising  of  which,  an  arrange- 
ment of  the  officers  was  also  reported,  and  agreed  to  by 
Congress.  We  objected  to  this  measure,  and  thought  it 
our  duty  to  withhold  our  assent,  not  only  because  it  was  (as 
we  conceived)  introducing  a  new  precedent  which  might 
I'ive  offence,  but  might  interfere  with  appointments  which 
you  might  probably  have  made  for  the  same  regiment  in 
consequence  of  tiie  former  resolve.  The  present  occasion 
and  necessity  of  despatch  were  urged  to  support  the  measure, 
and  it  was  alleged  that,  as  these  appointments  were  of  parti- 
cular persons  who  had  merited  by  fcjrmer  service,  it  interfered 
witii  no  former  rule ;  and  even  should  the  appointments  be 
continued  to  the  Provincinl  Congress,  it  would,  in  this  case, 
only  create  unnecessary  delay,  as  the  same  persons  must  be 
appointed  by  them,  to  answer  the  design  and  meaning  of 
this  Congress  expressed  in  their  former  resolve.  We  were 
persuaded,  nay,  we  are  morally  certain,  considering  the 
busy  season  of  the  year,  which  will  enhance  the  wages  of 
labourers  and  the  numbers  of  Militia  now  in  the  service, 
that  this  regiment  cannot  possibly  be  raised  in  time  to  an- 
swer the  end  for  which  it  is  more  particularly  designed  ;  and 
should  our  affairs  in  Canada  grow  worse,  as  we  have  rea- 
son to  apprehend  from  present  appearances,  we  feared  lest 
delay,  and  every  unavoidable  misfortune  which  may  befall 
our  Army  in  Canada  for  want  of  a  proper  reinforcement, 
might  by  some  be  imputed  to  our  Colony,  notwithstand- 
ing your  utmost  exertions  to  carry  into  execution  this  im- 
practicable and  (as  we  conceive)  ineffectual  measure,  we 
judged  it,  therefore,  most  prudent  oidy  to  mention  our  reasons 
lor  withholding  our  assent,  without  making  a  more  pointed 
and  strenuous  opposition  to  this  measure,  thereby  leaving 
the  Colony  in  such  a  situation  as  not  to  incur  any  blame  on 
this  occasion. 

AVe  are,  gentlemen,  with  highest  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient servants,  /-■  r' 

'  bEORGE  Clinton, 

Francis  Lewis, 
William  Floyd, 
Henry  Wisner, 
John  Alsop. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  iVew-Forfc. 


PENNSYLVANIA    COMMITTEE    OF    SAVETY. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  June  27,  1776. 

The  Committee  having  reason  to  believe  that  wicked  and 
ill-disposed  persons  have  seduced  and  enticed  some  of  the 
men  belonging  to  the  boats  to  desert  the  service,  and  go  into 
other  employ,  have  thougiit  it  necessary  to  publish  the  fol- 
lowing Resolve  of  Assembly : 

"  In  Aasembly,  March  26,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
within  this  Colony,  who  shall  harbour  and  conceal  any  de- 
serter (knowing  him  to  be  such)  from  the  Continental  forces, 
or  any  other  forces  raised  within  this  or  any  other  of  the 
United  Colonies  for  the  defence  of  America,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifty,  nor  less  than  thirty 
dollars,  or  suffer  three  months'  imprisonment,  for  each  of- 
fence, being  convicted  thereof  by  the  testimony  of  one  or 
more  witnesses  before  any  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the 
City,  Borough,  or  County  respectively,  where  such  offence 
shall  be  committed,  who  are  iiereby  authorized  to  hear  and 
determine  all  offences  contrary  to  the  above  resolve ;  which 
fine  shall  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  of  the  City,  Borough,  or  Township,  where  the  offence 
is  committed,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  such  place." 

And  the  Committee  give  this  publick  notice  that  they  are 
determined  to  prosecute  with  the  utmost  rigour  any  pereon 
who  shall  harbour,  conceal,  or  in  any  manner  employ  any 
deserter  from  the  service  of  this  Colony. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

George  Ross,  Chairman. 


CiOVEIWOUR    FRANKLIN    TO    THE    MEMBERS     OF    THE    COUN- 
CIL   AND    ASSEMBLY    OF    NEW-JERSEY. 

Perth-Aniboy,  June  27,  1776. 
The  occasion  of  my  calling  you  together  at  this  time  was 
not  only  to  give  you  an  opportunity  of  considering  the  pre- 


sent distracted  state  of  the  Province,  and  of  defending  your 
own  and  the  people's  constitutional  rights,  if  you  should 
choose  it,  but  to  communicate  to  you  and  to  consult  you 
upon  some  intelligence  I  have  received  from  his  Majesty's 
Secretaries  of  State  respecting  the  business  to  be  transacted 
by  the  Commissioners  w  hich  his  Majesty  has  graciously  con- 
descended to  appoint  for  the  purpose  (among  others)  of  "con- 
ferring with  proper  persons  upon  such  points  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  effecting  a  restoration  of  the  publick  tranquillity." 
These  Commissioners,  I  had  great  reason  to  expect,  would 
be  arrived  by  the  time  of  your  meeting,  and  i  know  of  no 
pereons  of  this  Province  so  proper  to  receive  and  confer 
with  them  as  youreelves. 

On  the  whole,  gentlemen,  much  positive  good  would,  in 
my  opinion,  have  residted  to  the  Province  had  a  meeting 
of  the  General  Assembly  been  held  at  this  juncture.  But 
as  that  now  seems  not  likely  to  happen,  1  shall  take  my 
leave  of  you  and  the  good  people  you  represent,  perhaps 
for  the  last  lime.  Permit  me,  before  we  part,  to  recom- 
mend it  to  you  to  defend  your  Constitution  in  all  its  branches. 
Let  me  exiiort  you  to  avoid,  above  all  things,  the  traps  of 
independency  and  republicanism  now  set  for  you,  however 
temptingly  they  may  he  baited.  Depend  upon  it,  you  can 
never  place  youreelves  in  a  happier  situation  than  in  your 
ancient  constitutional  dependency  on  Great  Britain.  No 
independent  State  ever  was,  or  ever  can  be,  so  happy  as  we 
have  been,  and  might  still  be,  under  that  Government.  I 
have  early  and  often  warned  you  of  the  pernicious  designs 
of  many  pretended  patriots,  wlio,  under  the  mask  of  zeal 
for  reconciliation,  have  been,  from  the  first,  insidiously  pro- 
moting a  system  of  measures  purposely  calculated  for  widen- 
ing the  breach  between  the  two  countries,  so  as  to  let  in 
an  independent  republican  tyranny — the  worst  and  most 
debasing  of  all  possible  tyrannies.  They  well  know  that 
this  has  not  even  a  chance  of  being  accomplished  but  at  the 
expense  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  many  thousands  of 
the  honest  people  of  this  country  ;  yet  these,  it  seems,  are 
as  nothing  in  the  eyes  of  such  desperate  gamesters  !  But 
remember,  gentlemen,  1  now  tell  you,  that  should  they  (con- 
trary to  all  probability)  accomplish  their  baneful  purpose, 
yet  their  Government  will  not  be  lasting.  It  will  never  suit 
a  people  who  have  tasted  the  sweets  of  British  liberty  under 
a  British  Constitution.  When  the  present  high  fever  shall 
abate  of  its  warmth,  and  the  people  are  once  more  able 
coolly  to  survey  and  compare  their  past  with  their  present 
situation,  they  will,  as  naturally  as  the  sparks  fly  upwards, 
wreak  their  vengeance  on  the  heads  of  those  who,  taking 
advantages  of  their  delirium,  had  plunged  them  into  such 
difficulties  and  distress. 

This,  gentlemen,  I  well  know  is  not  language  suited  to 
the  times  ;  but  it  is  better — it  is  honest  truth,  flowing  from 
a  heart  that  is  ready  to  shed  its  best  blood  for  this  country. 
A  real  patriot  can  seldom  or  ever  speak  popular  language. 
A  false  one  will  suffer  himself  to  speak  nothing  else.  The 
last  will  often  be  popular,  because  he  will  always  conform 
himself  to  the  present  humours  and  passions  of  the  people, 
that  he  may  the  better  gratify  his  private  ambition  and  pro- 
mote his  own  sinister  designs.  The  first  will  most  generally 
be  unpopular,  because  his  conscience  will  not  permit  him  to 
be  guilty  of  such  base  compliances,  and  because  he  will  ever 
serve  the  people,  if  in  his  power,  against  their  own  inclina- 
tions, though  he  be  sure  that  he  thereby  risks  his  ruin  or  de- 
struction. I  am  not  insensible  of  the  dangers  1  am  likely 
to  incur,  but  I  do  not  regard  them.  It  is  the  part  of  an 
ignoble  mind  to  decline  doing  good  for  fear  of  the  evil  that 
might  follow.  I  bear  no  enmity  to  any  man  that  means 
well,  however  we  may  differ  in  political  sentiments.  1  most 
heartily  wish  you,  gentlemen,  and  the  people  of  this  once 
happy  Province,  may  again  enjoy  peace  and  prosperity,  and 
I  shall  ever  particularly  honour  and  esteem  such  of  you  and 
them  as  have  dared,  with  an  honest  and  manly  firmness,  in 
these  worst  of  times,  to  avow  their  loyalty  to  the  best  of  So- 
vereisrns,  and  manifest  their  attachment  to  their  leijal  Consti- 
tution.  As  to  my  own  part,  I  have  no  scruple  to  repeat  at 
this  time  what  I  formerly  declared  to  the  Assembly,  "that 
no  office  nor  honour  in  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  bestow, 
will  ever  influence  me  to  forget  or  neglect  the  duty  I  owe  to 
my  country;  nor  the  most  furious  rage  of  the  intemperate 
zealots  induce  me  to  swerve  from  the  duty  I  owe  his  Ma- 

i^^  ^'  William  Fkanklin. 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  NEW-YORK 
TO  HIS  FRIEND  IN  HARTFORD,  DATED  JUNE  27,  1776. 

You  liave  no  doubt  lieard  of  a  most  homd  conspiracy 
lately  discovered  in  tiiis  place,     I  have  had  no  opportunity 
to  examine  the  evidences  in  support  of  the  fact ;  but  from 
the  weight  of  liie  persons  who  have  appeared  to  prosecute 
the  inquiry,  and  the  circumsta'nces  that  have  been  mention- 
ed, I  have  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  general  charge. 
The  substance  of  it  I  take  to  be  this,  that  Governour  Tryon 
in  this,  and  other  similar  emissaries  in  all  the  other  Govern- 
ments, have  been  for  a  long  time  using  all  the  influence  that 
the  command  of  the  Ministry  and  Treasury  in  England  could 
give  them,  to  bribe  and  cajole  our  principal  people  in  all 
the  Colonies  to  act  in  concert  with  their  plans ;  that  by 
degrees  they  have  brought  numbers  fully  to  co-operate  with 
them  ;  and,  after  being  led  on  too  far  to  recede,  stick  at 
nothing,  however  villanous  and  horrible,  to  accomplish  their 
designs ;  that  the  principal  emissaries  have,  by  pursuing  the 
same  methods  that  were  successfully  practised  upon  them- 
selves, drawn  in  those  beneath  them,  so  as  to  take  in  all 
degrees,  from  the  prince  to  the  scavenger ;  that  a  distribu- 
tion of  money  and  arms  has  been  secretly  made  from  the 
greater  to  the  least  branches  ;  that  there  were  schemes  to  dis- 
tinguish who  were  in  the  plot,  without  speaking ;  that  when 
all  was  ready  for  execution,  the  most  vigorous  efforts  were 
to  be  made  in  different  parts  at  once  to  land  the  troops  and 
push  their  operations  ;  at  the  same  time  all  our  most  impor- 
tant posts  were  to  be  seized  by  the  conspirators  on  shore ; 
among  ourselves  all  our  important  men  were  to  be  seized  or 
murdered,  together  with  all  that  were  friendly  attached  to 
the  cause  of  American  rights  and  liberty,  and  might  be  likely 
to  obstruct  their  views  or  give'them  trouble.    General  J¥ash- 
ington  was  among  the  first  that  were  to  be  sacrificed,  and 
the  rest  in  succession,  according  to  their  importance.     A 
number  of  the  General's  Guard  have  already  been  taken  up, 
were  bribed  to  murder  him,  and  have  for  some  time  received 
double  pay  for  that  purpose,  one  of  whom  was  yesterday 
condemned  to  be  hansred. 


EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER  FROM   NEW-TORK  TO  A  GENTLEMAN 
IN    BOSTON,    DATED    JUNE    27,    1776. 

Our  Mayor,  who  has  been  till  lately  confined  in  a  private 
house,  has  been  removed  to  the  common  jail.  This  looks 
badly. 

The  Jersey  Convention  have  voted  for  a  new  Govern- 
ment ;  elected  new  Delegates  for  the  Continental  Congress, 
whereof  Dr.  fVither.ijioon  and  Judge  Stockton  are  two ;  given 
them  (I  am  informed)  warm  instructions  ;  made  it  death  for 
any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies  to  be  found 
in  arms  against  them,  &;c.  New-Jersey,  it  was  thought, 
would  be  among  the  last  to  alter  their  Government — nothing 
more  than  a  bare  majority  was  expected  in  favour  of  it ;  but 
the  plot  against  the  General  has  wrought  wonders — there 
were  but  four  dissenting  voices. 

The  Committee  oi  Frederick  County,  in  Maryland,  have 
published  some  resolves  which  bear  a  little  hard  upon  their 
Provincial  Convention  for  the  part  they  have  acted  respect- 
ing a  change  of  Government.  I  think  it  likely  that  that 
Convention  will  be  dissolved. 

Some  vessels  arrived  at  the  Hook  yesterday  and  the  day 
before.  Do  not  learn  how  many,  what  they  are,  nor  from 
whence. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  July  1,  1776.] 

New- York,  June  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  this  morning  received,  by  express,  letters  from  Ge- 
nerals Schuyler  and  Arnold,  with  a  copy  of  one  from  Gene- 
ral Sullivan  to  the  former,  and  also  of  others  to  General 
Sullivan,  of  all  which  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit 
you  copies.  They  will  give  a  further  account  of  the  melan- 
choly situation  of  our  affairs  in  Canada,  a.nd  show  that  there 
is  nothing  left  to  save  our  Army  there  but  evacuating  the 
country.  I  am  hopeful  General  Sullivan  would  retreat  from 
the  Islc-aux-Noix  without  waiting  for  previous  orders  for  that 
purpose,  as,  from  Generals  Schuyler  and  Arnold^s  letters,  it 
is  much  to  be  feared,  by  remaining  there  any  considerable 
time,  his  retreat  would  be  cut  off",  or  be  a  matter  of  ex- 
treme difficulty.     I  would  observe  to  Congress  that  it  is  not 


in  my  power  to  send  any  carpenters  from  hence  to  build 
the  gondolas  and  galleys  General  Arnold  mentions,  without 
taking  them  from  a  work  equally  necessary,  if  not  more  so, 
here  of  the  same  kind  ;  and  submit  it  to  them  whether  it  may 
not  be  advisable,  as  it  is  of  great  importance  to  us  to  have 
a  number  of  these  vessels  on  the  Lake  to  prevent  the  ene- 
my passing,  to  withdraw  the  carpenters  for  the  present  from 
the  frigates  building  upon  the  North  River,  and  detach  them 
immediately,  with  all  that  can  be  got  at  Philadelphia,  for 
that  purpose,  and  carrying  on  these  here. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  another  capture 
made  by  our  armed  vessels,  of  a  transport,  on  the  1 9th  instant, 
with  a  company  of  Highland  Grenadiei-s,  on  hoard.  The 
enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Ward,  by  last 
night's  post,  contains  the  particulars,  to  which  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you. 

I  have  been  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  21st  and 
23th  instant,  in  due  order,  with  their  important  enclosures, 
to  which  I  shall  particularly  attend.  I  have  transmitted 
General  Schuyler  a  co|)y  of  the  resolve  of  Congress  respect- 
ing the  Mohegan  and  Stockbridge  Indians,  and  directed  him 
to  put  an  immediate  stop  to  the  raising  the  two  companies. 

The  Quartermaster-General  has  been  called  upon  for 
slopping  the  tents  designed  for  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  or- 
dered to  forward  them  immediately.  He  means  to  write 
Congress  upon  the  subject,  and  hopes  his  conduct  will  not 
appear  to  deserve  their  reprehension.  Of  this  they  will 
judge  from  his  relation  of  the  matter.  , 

Being  extremely  desirous  to  forward  the  intelligence  from 
Canada  to  Congress,  well  knowing  their  anxiety  about  our 
affairs  there,  1  must  defer  writing  upon  some  other  matters  I 
want  to  lay  before  them  till  the  next  opportunity,  which  1 
hope  will  be  to-morrow,  when  I  will  inform  them  fully  upon 
the  subject  of  rations,  having  desired  the  Commissary-General 
to  furnish  me  with  some  things  necessary  in  that  instance. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  great  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

Albany,  June  25,  1776—1  o'clock  A.  M. 

Dear  General  :  About  an  hour  ago  General  Arnold, 
who  is  arrived  here  from  Canada,  sent  me  a  letter  from 
General  Sullivan,  enclosing  one  from  General  Arnold  to 
him,  another  of  Colonel  Hazen,  and  a  third  from  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Antill;  copies  of  all  which  I  do  myself  the 
honour  to  enclose.  The  grief  I  feel  on  the  evacuation 
of  Canada  by  our  troops  is  greatly  alleviated  by  the  little 
loss  sustained  in  the  retreat,  and  the  hope  I  have  that  we 
shall  maintain  a  superiority  on  the  Lakes. 

Your  Excellency  will  observe  that  General  Schuyler  inti- 
mates that  farther  than  the  Lle-aux-Noix  he  could  not  re- 
treat without  your  Excellency's  or  my  orders  ;  previous  to 
which  he  observes  that  the  Council  of  War  were  unanimous 
for  coming  to  Crown  Point.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  I 
wish  he  had  retreated,  at  least  as  far  south  as  Pointau-Fer 
or  IsU-la-Motte,  as  I  am  afraid  the  enemy  will  throw  them- 
selves between  him  and  the  broad  part  of  Lake  Champlain, 
and  render  it  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  send  on 
a  supply  of  provisions,  as  they  can,  with  light  cannon,  and 
even  with  wall-pieces,  command  the  waters  from  shore  to 
shore  in  most  places,  for  six  miles  south  of  Isle-aux-Noix,  and 
in  many  even  with  musketry. 

Did  not  the  danger  of  remaining  there,  especially  with  an 
Army  broken  and  spiritless,  and  who  wish  so  much  to  come 
further  south,  that  the  officers  (as  General  Arnold  informs 
me)  have  already  in  a  body  entreated  him  to  come  away, 
appear  to  me  too  great  to  admit  of  the  delay  of  waiting  your 
Excellency's  orders,  1  should  not  send  mine  for  a  further 
retreat  until  your  pleasure  could  be  known ;  but  I  trust  I 
shall  be  justified  in  doing  it,  and  yet  I  believe  the  order  will 
meet  the  Army  on  this  side  of  Isle-aux-Noix. 

Be  pleased  to  order  up  six  anchors  and  cables  for  the 
gondolas  that  are  constructing,  of  the  size  of  what  is  called 
the  small  anchor  and  cable  of  an  Albany  sloop. 

I  shall  immediately  write  to  Governour  Trumbull  to  pro- 
cure fifty  ship  carpenters,  if  he  can,  and  send  for  a  like  num- 
ber to  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 

If  any  Dutch  mill-saws  can  be  procured  at  New-York, 
be  pleased  to  order  up  four  dozen,  with  six  dozen  of  files  for 
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them.     Having  learned  that  General  Gates  is  upon  his  way 
vip,  I  have  ordered  a  bout  down  to  meet  liiin. 

I  am,  dear  General,  witii  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and 
respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  General  Washington. 

Isle-aux-Noix,  June  19,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  By  a  strange  reverse  of  fortune  we  are 
driven  to  the  sad  necessity  of  abandoning  Canada.  1  had 
the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  collecting  our  Army  together  and 
driving  the  enemy  below  Deschambault,  in  which  I  doubt  not 
1  should  have  succeeded,  had  not  Burgoyne,  with  a  strong 
party,  arrived  in  Canada,  and  reached  the  Three  Rivers 
the  night  before  our  people  made  the  unfortunate  attack 
upon  that  place  under  General  Thompson ;  the  particulars 
of  this  engagement  I  have  not  before  had  in  my  power  to 
give  you.  1  find  our  loss  to  amount  to  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty.  Colonel  JVayne  sustained  the  greatest,  as  his 
men  began  the  attack,  and  behaved  with  great  bravery,  as 
did  the  Colonel  himself;  in  short,  all  the  officers  behaved 
with  great  spirit,  except  some  few  of  low  rank ;  and  had  not 
the  number  of  the  enemy  been  so  superior  I  doubt  not  the 
point  would  have  been  carried,  in  which  case  1  should  have 
pushed  for  Deschambault,  which,  if  secured,  would  have  given 
us  the  command  of  the  country.  But  this  defeat  convinced 
us  that  we  came  too  late  for  the  important  purpose.  I  was 
determined,  however,  to  hold  Sorel,  as  it  seemed  the  plea- 
sure of  Congress  ;  but  after  taking  unwearied  pains  to  fortify 
that  post,  and  to  collect  the  main  body  of  the  Army  to  de- 
fend it,  I  found  but  two  thousand  five  hundred  at  that  place, 
and  about  a  thousand  more  at  the  other  garrisons,  most  of  the 
latter  being  under  inoculation,  and  those  regiments  which 
had  not  the  small-pox  expecting  every  day  to  be  taken  dow  n 
with  it ;  at  the  same  time  the  British  fleet,  to  the  amount 
of  thirty-six  sail,  had  advanced  into  the  Lake  near  us,  and 
sixty-six  lay  at  Three  Rivers.  The  encampment  of  the  ene- 
my was  to  appearance  very  large,  and  every  account  proved 
their  number  to  be  exceedingly  superior  to  ours.  The  Ca- 
nadians, too,  as  far  as  the  enemy  advanced,  were  obliged 
to  take  arms  or  be  destroyed.  In  this  state  of  afTaire  I  was 
much  embarrassed,  yet  was  determined  to  hold  my  ground 
at  all  hazards,  but,  to  my  great  mortification,  I  found  myself 
at  the  head  of  a  dispirited  Army,  filled  with  horror  at  the 
thought  of  seeing  their  enemy.  Indeed  I  was  much  sur- 
prised to  see  the  scattered  remains  of  this  Army,  when  I  had 
collected  them  together ;  the  small-pox,  famine  and  disorder, 
had  rendered  them  almost  lifeless:  the  flight  from  before  Que- 
heck,  the  fate  of  those  from  the  Cedars,  and  the  total  loss 
of  Sherburne's  party  had,  before  my  arrival  with  my  brigade, 
destroyed  all  spirit  among  these  troops.  But  upon  our  arrival 
their  spirits  seemed  to  return ;  but  when  they  found  this 
party  defeated,  and  the  number  of  the  enemy  increasing,  I 
found  a  great  panick  again  taking  place  among  both  officers 
and  soldiers.  I  had  no  less,  I  believe,  than  forty  officers 
who  begged  leave  to  resign  their  commissions  upon  the  most 
trivial  pretences,  and  this  even  extended  to  Field  Officers. 
The  prevailing  opinion  was,  that  the  enemy,  instead"  of  at- 
tacking our  works,  would  get  round  us  and  cut  of!"  our  com- 
munication with  the  upper  country,  and  destroy  our  retreat ; 
this,  indeed,  they  had  completely  in  their  power,  as  we  had 
not  force  to  dislodge  them.  1  soon  found  that,  however 
strongly  I  might  fortify  Sorel,  my  men  would  in  general 
leave  me  upon  appearance  of  the  enemy.  In  this  state  of 
affairs  I  called  a  Council  of  all  the  Field  Officei-s,  with  the 
Baron  de  Woedike,  and  they  were  almost  unanimously  for 
quitting  the  ground.  General  Arnold  was  not  present,  but 
his  opinion  you  have,  as  well  as  that  of  Colonel  Hazen  and 
Colonel  Antill,  in  the  enclosed  letters. 

I  then  immediately  decamped,  taking  with  us  every  arti- 
cle, even  to  a  spade.  The  enemy,  having  a  fair  wind,  was 
at  our  works  in  an  hour  after  we  left  them.  Our  guard 
at  Bertier  not  coming  in  at  the  time  they  were  ordered, 
were  met  by  the  enemy,  forced  to  leave  nine  batteaus,  and 
take  to  Chambly  by  land.  This  was  all  the  loss  we  sus- 
tained. We  retreated  as  far  as  Chambly.  This  post  not 
being  tenable,  we  removed  our  batteaus  over  the  rapids, 
with  all  the  baggage  and  stores,  except  three  pieces  of  can- 
non, which  were  too  heavy  to  bring  over  the  rapids;  and, 
indeed,  they  were  but  bad  pieces  of  ordnance  at  best.  I 
then  proceeded  to  St.  Johns,  where  everything  arrived  in 


safety.  We  burned  the  garrison  at  Chambly,  with  the  gon- 
dolas and  vessels  there,  leaving  nothing  but  ruin  behind  us 
in  the  fort.  We  pulled  up  all  the  bridges  in  our  way  to  St. 
Johns.  General  Arnold  did  the  same  in  the  other  road 
from  Montreal,  from  which  place  he  made  a  very  prudent 
and  judicious  retreat,  with  an  enemy  close  at  his  heels. 
When  we  got  to  St.  Johns,  anotiier  Council  was  held,  where 
it  was  unanimously  agreed,  that  to  attempt  holding  St. 
Johns,  would  be  to  expose  the  whole  Army  to  inevitable 
ruin,  as  our  communication  might  easily  be  cut  off",  and  the 
whole  Army  fall  a  sacrifice.  Previous  to  this,  I  received 
the  resolves  of  Congress  for  six  thousand  Militia,  which  I 
laid  before  the  Council ;  they  were  all  of  opinion  that  this 
would  rather  weaken  than  strengthen  our  Army;  and  further, 
that  they  could  not  possibly  arrive  in  season  to  save  us  from 
a  powerful  Army  close  at  our  heels.  They  were  fully  of 
opinion  that  (in  the  present  unhealthy  state  of  the  Army)  it 
would  be  best  to  remove  to  Crown  Point,  fortify  that  post, 
and  build  armed  vessels  to  secure  the  navigation  of  the 
Lake.  Upon  this  we  immediately  stripped  the  garrison  of 
every  article,  took  our  batteaus,  and  retreated  to  this  Island. 
Further  than  this  I  could  not  go,  without  your  or  General 
Washington's  ordere,  or  the  directions  of  Congress.  I  there- 
fore send  on  the  sick,  the  looks  and  numbers  of  whom  will 
present  you  with  the  most  dismal  spectacle  ever  furnished 
from  our  Army  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe.  I  have  sent  on 
General  Arnold  to  give  directions  at  Crown  Point  to  receive 
your  orders.  The  men  who  are  fit  for  duty  I  shall  retain 
here,  ready  to  execute  any  orders  you  will  please  to  commu- 
nicate. 

Thus,  dear  General,  I  have  given  you  a  correct  account 
of  my  unfortunate  campaign,' claiming  no  merit,  except  in 
making  a  safe  and  regular  retreat;  and  although  driven  to 
it  by  inevitable  necessity,  (as  the  grand  post  was  lost  before 
my  arrival,  and  put  beyond  my  power  to  regain,)  and  al- 
though it  was  before  an  army  much  more  powerful  than 
mine,  yet  I  am  sufficiently  mortified,  and  since  wish  1  had 
never  seen  this  fatal  country,  unless  I  had  arrived  in  season 
to  have  done  some  good  to  my  country,  and  insured  the 
expectation  of  Congress. 

Dear  General,  believe  me  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  most  obedient  servant,  j         „ 

•'  John  Sullivan. 

To  the  Hon.  General  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  I  beg  you  to  write  to  me  where  the  remainder  of 
Wayne's  regiment  is.  As  I  don't  write  to  General  Wash- 
ington or  the  Congress,  I  beg  you  to  forward  a  copy  of  this 
letter.  John  Sullivan. 

Chambly,  June  13,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  I  went  to  St.  Johns  yesterday,  where 
I  found  everything  in  the  greatest  confusion  ;  not  one  stroke 
done  to  fortify  the  camp — the  engineer  a  perfect  sot — at  that 
and  this  place  near  three  thousand  sick.  I  have  given 
orders  that  the  sick  draw  only  half  rations  in  future.  I  have 
ordered  Colonel  Antill  to  St.  Johns,  and  an  abattis  and 
lines  to  be  immediately  begun,  to  enclose  the  two  old  forts, 
and  an  encampment  sufficient  to  hold  six  thousand  men.  I 
am  fully  of  opinion  not  one  minute  ought  to  be  lost  in  secu- 
ring our  retreat,  and  saving  our  heavy  cannon,  baggage, 
and  provisions.  The  enemy  will  never  attack  you  at  Sorel. 
Their  force  is  doubtless  much  superior  to  ours,  and  we  have 
no  advice  of  any  reinforcement.  Shall  we  sacrifice  the  few 
men  we  have  by  endeavouring  to  keep  possession  of  a 
small  part  of  the  country  which  can  be  of  little  or  no  service 
to  us?  The  junction  of  the  Canadians  with  the  Colo- 
nies— an  object  which  brought  us  into  this  country — is  now 
at  an  end.  Let  us  quit  them,  and  secure  our  own  country 
before  it  is  too  late.  There  will  be  more  honour  in  making  a 
safe  retreat  than  hazarding  a  battle  against  such  superiority, 
which  will  doubtless  be  attended  with  the  loss  of  men,  artil- 
lery, &tc.,  and  the  only  pass  to  our  country.  These  argu- 
ments are  not  urged  by  fear  for  my  pereonal  safety:  I  am 
content  to  be  the  last  man  who  quits  this  country,  and  fall, 
so  that  my  country  rise.  But  let  us  not  fall  all  together. 

The  goods  I  seized  in  Montreal,  and  sent  to  Chambly, 
under  the  care  of  Major  Scott,  have  been  broken  open,  plun- 
dered, and  huddled  together  in  the  greatest  confusion.  They 
were  taken  in  such  a  hurry  it  was  impossible  to  take  a  par- 
ticular account  of  them.  Each  man's  name  was  marked  on 
his  packages.     When  Major  Scott  arrived  at  Chambly,  he 
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received  your  positive  orders  to  repair  to  Sorel;  tlie  guard 
was  ordered  to  return,  and  the  goods  to  be  delivered  Colonel 
Hazen,  to  be  stored.  He  refused  receiving  or  taking  any 
care  of  them ;  by  which  means,  and  Major  Scoffs  being 
ordered  away,  the  goods  have  been  opened  and  plundered, 
I  believe  to  a  large  amount.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  dis- 
tinguish each  man's  goods,  or  ever  settle  with  the  proprie- 
tors. The  goods  are  delivered  to  Mr.  McCarthy.  This  is 
not  the  first  or  last  order  Colonel  Hazen  has  disobeyed. 
I  think  him  a  man  of  too  much  consequence  for  the  post 
he  is  in.  I  have  given  him  orders  to  send  directly  to  St. 
Johns  all  the  heavy  cannon,  shot,  powder,  and  batteaus, 
valuable  stores,  and  the  sick.  I  go  to  Montreal  immediately, 
and  beg  to  have  your  orders  as  soon  as  possible  for  my  future 
conduct. 

I  am,  with  respect  and  esteem,  dear  General,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  R    A   vo 

P.  S.  If  you  should  think  proper  to  retire  to  St.  Johns, 
will  it  not  be  best  to  order  a  number  of  carts  to  bo  ready 
from  all  the  neighbouring  parishes,  and  to  enforce  your  order 
by  sending  a  number  of  armed  men  to  secure  them  ? 

Chambly,  June  13,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
have  received  from  General  Arnold.  It  contains,  as  I  con- 
ceive, an  undeserved  reflection,  as  I  am  very  conscious  of 
having  done  my  duty  in  every  respect ;  but  if  otherwise,  I 
am  equally  unworthy  the  honour  which  the  Congress  con- 
ferred on  me,  as  unfit  for  the  service  of  my  country.  I  must, 
therefore,  beg  you  will  order,  as  soon  as  the  service  will  ad- 
roit, a  Court  of  Inquiry,  or  a  Court-Martial,  as  you  may 
think  fit,  to  determine  this  matter. 

Enclosed  you  have  also  the  copy  of  an  order  of  yesterday, 
which  I  have  put  into  execution.  The  officers  in  general 
think  it  cruel,  and  the  soldiers  murmur  greatly.  There  has 
been,  within  these  few  days,  a  considerable  desertion  from  St. 
Johns,  Chambly,  and,  I  believe,  some  from  your  camp  ;  they 
go  off,  as  I  am  told,  through  the  woods,  on  each  side  of  the 
Lake ;  and  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  prevent  those  who 
choose  to  undertake  so  fatiguing  a  journey. 

I  am  sorry  to  see  the  disagreeable  situation  we  are  now 
in  ;  a  safe  retreat  to  the  other  side  oi  Lake  Chanvplain  is  the 
only  point  to  be  attended  to,  in  my  opinion,  as  we  have  ir- 
recoverably lost  the  only  chance  we  had  of  maintaining  our 
ground  in  Canada,  and  that  by  our  neglect,  viz :  fortifying 
the  pass  at  Deschamhavlt  in  the  proper  time,  which  would 
have  secured  to  us  the  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
down  to  that  place  ;  an  advantage — added  to  the  protection 
we  should  have  given,  and,  in  consequence,  the 'assistance 
we  might  have  had  from  at  least  seven-eighths  of  Canada — 
which  would  have  enabled  us  to  withstand  any  force  the 
British  Ministry  might  have  sent  against  us.  Sorel  is  cal- 
culated by  nature  as  a  proper  place,  in  our  situation,  for 
the  encampment  of  your  main  body,  in  order  to  watch  the 
motions  of  our  enemy  only.  Art  will  scarcely  make  any 
difference  in  the  place ;  for  if  you  fortify,  the  enemy  will 
know  it,  and,  in  that  case,  leave  you  in  your  fortification, 
go  past  your  post,  and  proceed  directly  to  Chambly  and 
St.  Johns.  You  must  not  consider  them  as  being  in  an 
enemy's  country ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  suppose  it  to  be  our 
own  case.  Do  not  rely  on  any  real  assistance  from  the 
Canadians  whom  you  are  collecting  together — I  know  them 
well ;  be  assured  that,  in  our  present  situation,  they  will 
leave  us  in  the  hour  of  difliculty.  Look  into  your  own  dis- 
tressed, dissatisfied,  and  undisciplined  Army.  The  Congress 
has  promised  them  what  is  out  of  your  power  to  perform. 
What  are  we  to  expect  from  a  handful  of  such  men,  against 
the  well-known  best  troops  in  the  world  ?  I  dread  the  con- 
sequence of  their  delay :  you  will  find  it  is  not  without  a 
plan,  which  they  will  by  and  by  attempt  to  execute ;  if  they 
succeed,  your  Army  will  be  cut  to  pieces.  For  God's  sake 
order  the  necessary  precaution  to  be  immediately  taken  to 
secure  your  retreat.  There  is  no  time  to  lose,  as  this  is 
not  to  be  done  in  a  moment.  I  was  yesterday  at  St.  Johns; 
not  a  batteau  at  that  place — only  half  a  dozen  fit  for  service 
here.  St.  Johns  is  almost  naked  of  artillery ;  we  have  at 
last  got  some  pieces  here  fit  for  service  ;  shall  they  be  sent 
on  to  you,  or  back  to  St.  Johns!     Please  to  order. 

I  beg  you  will  pardon  the  freedom  which  I  have  taken  on 
this  occasion  in  transmitting  to  you  my  opinion  in  the  present 
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critical  situation  of  publick  affairs  in  Canada,  which  I  should 
not  have  ventured  had  I  not  first  obtained  your  leave  for 
that  purpose. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

M.  Hazen. 

To  General  Sullivan. 

Chambly,  June  13,  1776. 

Worthy  Sir:  You  have  doubtless  ere  this  received  a 
line  from  General  Arnold,  acquainting  you  of  his  having  sent 
me  on  a  tour  to  Chambly,  (this  place,)  to  endeavour  to  col- 
lect a  proper  return  of  the  troops  at  each  post.  I  have  done 
my  utmost,  but  have  not  yet  finished,  owing  to  the  scattered 
situation  of  our  men,  for  twenty  miles  in  length ;  as  soon  as 
done,  I  shall  wait  upon  you.  There  are  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred at  St.  Johns,  and  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  here ; 
very  few  indeed  fit  for  duty. 

The  loss  of  Deschambault,  I  am  clear,  has  lost  us  the 
Province.  A  prudent  retreat,  I  presume,  under  our  present 
situation,  is  our  only  plan.  If  they  should  get  possession  of 
our  boats,  of  which  I  am  apprehensive,  I  think  they  may  be  at 
Croum  Point  before  us.  This,  General,  is  a  bold  observation 
— excuse  my  freedom.  I  have  lived  ten  yeai-s  in  the  country 
of  their  operations,  and  have  seen  their  manoeuvres:  depend 
upon  it  they  don't  retard  their  operations  for  nothing;  they  are 
meditating  a  plan  they  will  soon  attempt  to  put  into  execu- 
tion. Secure  our  water-carriage  on  Lake  Champlain,  and 
we  turn  the  tables  upon  them,  and  I  think  we  can  meet 
them  there  upon  advantageous  terms.  I  once  more  beg  your 
excuse,  in  a  hurry.  Accept  my  simple  opinion ;  if  it  serves 
you  I  am  happy  ;  if  not,  throw  them  by  ;  yet  still  believe 
me,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

E.  Antill. 
To  General  Sullivan. 

Albany,  June  20,  1776—10  o'clock  P.  M. 

Dear  General  :  Your  despatches  arrived  at  a  quarter 
past  eleven  this  morning. 

I  very  seriously  deplore  the  disagreeable  situation  of  you 
and  our  Army  in  Canada;  and  although  I  applaud  your 
magnanimous  spirit,  yet  I  cannot  by  any  means  approve 
that  you  should  think  only  of  a  glorious  death  or  a  victory 
obtained  against  superior  numbers.  These  sentiments  should 
take  place  when  every  other  resource  is  cut  off,  and  when 
a  defeat  may  not  be  attended  with  (Jecisive  consequences 
against  us.  The  evacuation  of  Canada  will  certainly  be 
attended  with  many  disagreeable  ones;  but  will  not  the 
total  destruction  of  our  Army,  and  a  consequent  loss  of  the 
country,  be  attended  with  those  infinitely  more  fatal  ?  Surely 
it  will.  I  only  mention  that  the  enemy  will,  in  that  case, 
be  able  to  penetrate  into  the  Colonies  by  the  way  of  the 
Lakes :  not  so  if  our  Army  retreat  in  safety.  Every  effort 
of  theirs  to  accomplish  it,  at  least  for  this  campaign,  will 
prove  ineffectual ;  but  should  they  even  be  able  to  advance 
to  the  most  southern  extreme  of  the  Lake,  our  Army,  with  re- 
inforcements from  the  Militia,  will  there  stop  their  progress. 
I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion,  if  it  should  be  still  in  your  power 
when  you  receive  this,  that  you  ought  not  to  remain  any 
longer  at  Sorel  than  you  have  a  prospect  of  retreating  witli 
safety ;  and  that  the  better  to  secure  your  retreat,  every 
batteau,  as  I  have  formerly  observed,  which  you  can  possibly 
spare,  ought  to  be  sent  without  the  least  delay  to  Si.  Johns. 
I  think  I  am  fully  authorized  to  give  this  opinion,  from  what 
you  say  of  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in  your  letter  to  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Washington  and  me,  and  I  have  informed 
his  Excellency  that  I  would  give  you  the  above  advice. 

Colonel  Dayton  is  in  Tryon  County ;  we  shall,  I  believe 
have  our  hands  full  in  that  quarter.  I  am  preparing  every- 
thing to  take  post  at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  to  repel  the  threat- 
ened invasion  of  the  Mohawk  River. 

No  part  of  Colonel  Wayne's  is  as  yet  arrived  here,  nor 
any  of  the  Militia  ordered  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
which  I  transmitted  you  on  the  12th  instant. 

I  have  ordered  Colonel  Wynkoop  to  send  all  the  batteaus 
he  can  to  St.  Johns,  agreeable  to  General  Arnold's  and 
Colonel  Poor's  request,  signified  in  their  letters  of  the  13th 
instant ;  this  will  deprive  me  from  forwarding  the  Militia ; 
but  if  you  should  not  want  the  batteaus,  I  entreat  you  to 
order  them  back  to  Ticonderoga,  under  the  command  of  an 
active  officer,  and  as  many  others  as  you  can  spare,  that 
the  Militia  may  be  sent  without  delay. 
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Please  to  make  my  compliments  to  Major  Scammell. 
The  few  blank  commissions  1  have  are  at  Fort  George,  and 
1  will  order  one  to  be  forwarded  to  you  to  be  filled  up  for 
him.  The  ague,  which  now  attacks  me  every  day  with  the 
utmost  violence,  has  considerably  reduced  me ;  and  a  few 
fits  more,  unless  they  become  more  moderate,  will  render 
me  equally  unfit  to  think  or  act.  God  bless  you,  and  may 
Heaven  smile  propitious  on  your  endeavours. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  best  wishes  for  your  health  and 
happiness,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuylek. 

To  the  Hon.  Brigadier- General  Sullivan. 

Albany,  June  25,  1776—5  o'clock  A.  M. 

Dear  General:  Near  twelve  last  night  I  was  favoured 
with  your  letter  of  the  19th  by  General  Arnold.  Painful 
as  the  evacuation  of  Canada  is  to  me,  yet  a  retreat  without 
loss  greatly  alleviates  that  pain,  not  only  because  it  reflects 
honour  upon  you,  but  that  I  have  now  a  confident  hope 
that,  by  recruiting  your  Army,  and  keeping  up  a  naval 
superiority  on  the  Lake,  we  shall  be  able  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  penetrating  into  the  inhabited  parts  of  these 
Colonies. 

I  have  written  his  Excellency  General  Washington  that 
I  wish  you  had  complied  with  the  opinion  of  your  Council 
of  War,  and  retreated  as  far  south  as  Crown  Point ;  because 
I  fear  the  greatest  embarrassments  in  sending  supplies,  as 
the  enemy  may  throw  themselves  between  you  and  the 
broad  part  of  the  Lake,  and  greatly  incommode,  if  not  totally 
obstruct,  the  passage  of  batteaus,  or  any  vessels  we  have,  by 
batteries  of  small  cannon,  by  wall-pieces,  and  even  mus- 
ketry; that,  if  I  had  not  thought  the  danger  of  remaining  at 
Jsle-aux-Noix  too  great  to  admit  of  the  delay  of  knowing  his 
pleasure  with  regard  to  a  further  retreat,  I  should  not  have 
presumed  to  order  it.  I  am,  dear  General,  so  far  at  least 
in  sentiment  with  your  Council  of  War,  that  I  think  and 
wish  you  to  retire  at  least  into  the  broad  part  of  LaTce 
Champlain.  Perhaps  Point-au-Fer  or  Isle-la-Motte  might 
be  thought  eligible  places,  until  General  Washington's  plea- 
sure can  be  known ;  but  should  you  retire  to  Crown  Point 
it  may  be  proper  to  keep  all  the  armed  vessels  and  some 
batteaus,  with  swivels  fixed  upon  them,  to  cruise  about  Isle- 
la-Motte,  and  prevent  any  attempts  the  enemy  may  make  to 
harass  the  settlements  on  the  east  side  of  the  Lake. 

I  momently  expetft  some  despatches  from  General  Wash- 
ington, when  I  shall  write  you  again. 

I  ara,  dear  General,  most  sincerely,  your  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  the  Hon.  Brigadier-General  Sullivan. 

Albany,  June  25,  1776. 
Dear  General  :  By  this  express  you  will  receive  advice 
from  General  iScAuyfer  of  our  evacuating  Canada;  an  event 
which,  1  make  no  doubt,  (from  our  distressed  situation,)  you 
have  some  time  expected.  The  particulars  of  General 
Thompson's  repulse  and  captivity,  as  nearly  as  could  be  as- 
certained, have  been  transmitted  you;  on  advice  of  which, 
and  very  direct  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  greatly  supe- 
rior to  us  in  numbers,  I  advised  General  Sullivan  to  secure 
his  retreat,  by  retiring  to  St.  Johns.  He  was  determined  to 
Iceep  his  post  at  Sorel,  if  possible,  and  did  not  retire  until  the 
14th  instant,  at  which  time  the  enemy  were  as  high  up  with 
their  ships  as  the  Sorel.  The  1 5th,  at  night,  when  the  ene- 
my were  at  twelve  miles  distance  from  me,  I  quitted  Mon- 
treal, with  my  little  garrison  of  three  hundred  men.  The 
whole  Army,  with  their  baggage  and  cannon,  (except  three 
heavy  pieces  left  at  Chambly,)  arrived  at  St.  Johns  the  17th, 
and  at  the  Isle-aux-Noia;  the  18th;  previous  to  which  it 
was  determined  by  a  Council  of  War  at  St.  Johns,  that,  in 
our  distressed  situation,  (one-half  of  the  Army  sick,  and  al- 
most the  whole  destitute  of  clothing  and  every  necessary  of 
life  except  salt  pork  and  flour,)  it  was  not  only  imprudent 
but  impracticable  to  keep  possession  of  St.  Johns.  Crown 
Point  was  judged  the  only  place  of  health  and  safety  to 
which  the  Army  could  retire  and  oppose  the  enemy.  It 
was  found  necessary  to  remain  at  the  Isle-aux- Noix  for 
fiome  few  days,  until  the  sick,  heavy  cannon,  &;c.,  could  be 
removed.  General  Sullivan  did  not  choose  to  leave  the 
Jsle-aux-Noix  until  he  received  positive  orders  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  thought  it  necessary  for  me  to  repair  to  this  place 


and  wait  on  General  Schuyler.  I  arrived  here  last  night, 
and  am  happy  to  find  him  of  our  sentiments  in  quitting  the 
Isle-aux-^oix,  which,  from  its  low  situation,  is  rendered  very 
unhealthy,  and,  from  the  narrow  channel  leading  to  it  from 
the  south  part  of  Lake  Champlain,  of  six  miles  in  length 
and  from  three  to  eight  hundred  yards  in  breadth,  is  rendered 
very  insecure,  as  the  enemy,  by  light  pieces  of  cannon  and 
small-arms,  might  render  all  access  to  it  dangerous,  if  not 
impracticable.  It  now  appears  to  me  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance that  the  Lakes  be  immediately  secured  by  a  large 
number  (at  least  twenty  or  thirty)  of  gondolas,  row-galleys, 
and  floating-batteries.  The  enemy,  from  undoubted  intel- 
ligence, have  brought  over  a  large  number  (it  is  said  one 
hundred)  of  frames  for  flat-bottom  boats,  designed  to  be  made 
use  of  on  Lake  Champlain ;  and,  from  their  industry  and 
strength,  will  doubtless  become  masters  of  the  Lake,  unless 
every  nerve  on  our  part  is  strained  to  exceed  them  in  a 
naval  armament.  I  think  it  absolutely  necessary  that  at  least 
three  hundred  carpenters  be  immediately  employed.  Fifty 
sent  from  Philadelphia,  who  are  acquainted  with  building 
that  kind  of  craft,  would  greatly  facilitate  the  matter.  A 
particular  return  of  the  Army  could  not  be  obtained  in  our 
hurry  and  confusion  ;  it  will  be  transmitted  you  in  a  few 
days.  I  believe  the  whole  to  be  about  seven  thousand,  and 
at  least  one-half  of  them  are  sick  and  unfit  for  duty,  but  daily 
recovering.  Upwards  of  one  thousand  more  are  yet  to  have 
the  small-pox.  The  enemy,  from  the  best  intelligence  that 
can  be  obtained,  are  near  ten  thousand,  exclusive  of  Canadi- 
ans and  savages,  few  of  the  latter  having  joined  them  as 
yet. 

I  make  no  doubt  it  will  be  thought  necessary  to  repair 
Croum  Point,  or  build  a  new  fort  near  that  place  ;  the  for- 
mer, from  the  advantage  of  its  situation  and  the  fine  barracks 
nearly  completed,  will,  I  believe,  be  thought  most  proper. 
I  make  no  doubt  but  General  Gates,  whom  I  am  happy  to 
hear  is  on  his  way  here,  will  pay  immediate  attention  to  it. 

I  flatter  myself  our  arms  under  your  immediate  direction 
will  meet  with  more  success  than  they  have  done  in  this 
quarter.  I  make  not  the  least  doubt  our  struggles  will  be 
crowned  with  success. 

I  am,  with  every  friendly  wish,  most  respectfully,  dear 
General,  your  affectionate  and  obedient  humble  servant,  ' 

B.  Arnold. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Return  of  the  Men  who  drew  Rations  on  the  23d  and  24th 
o/"JuNE,  1776. 
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(Errors  Excepted.) 


John  Taylor. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  July  1,  1776.] 

New- York,  June  27,  1 776. 

Sir  :  Upon  information  that  Major  Rogers  was  travelling 
through  the  country  under  suspicious  circumstances,  I  thought 
it  necessary  to  have  him  secured  ;  I  therefore  sent  after  him. 
He  was  taken  at  Soulh-Amboy,  and  brought  up  to  New- 
YorJc.  Upon  examination,  he  informed  me  that  he  came 
from  New-Hampshire,  the  country  of  his  usual  abode,  where 
he  bad  left  his  family,  and  pretended  he  was  destined  to 
Philadelphia,  on  business  with  Congress. 

As,  by  his  own  confession,  he  had  crossed  Hudson's  River 
at  New-Windsor,  and  was  taken  so  far  out  of  his  proper  and 
direct  route  to  Philadelphia,  this  consideration,  aiided  to  the 
length  of  time  he  had  taken  to  perform  his  journey;  his  being 
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found  in  so  suspicious  a  place  as  Amboy ;  his  unnecessary 
stay  there,  on  pretence  of  getting  some  baggage  from  New- 
York  and  an  expectation  of  receiving  money  from  a  person 
here  of  bad  character,  and  in  no  circumstances  to  furnish 
him  out  of  his  own  stocii ;  the  Major's  reputation,  and  his 
being  a  half-pay  officer, — have  increased  my  jealousies  about 
him.  The  business  which  he  informs  me  he  has  with  Con- 
gress, is  a  secret  offer  of  his  services,  to  the  end  that,  in  case 
it  should  be  rejected,  he  might  have  his  way  left  open  to  an 
employment  in  the  East-Indies,  to  which  he  is  assigned  ;  and 
in  that  case  he  flatters  himself  he  will  obtain  leave  of  Con- 
gress to  go  to  Great  Britain. 

As  he  had  been  put  upon  his  parole  by  Congress,  I  thought 
it  would  be  improper  to  stay  his  progress  to  Philadelphia, 
should  he  be  in  fact  destined  thither.  I  therefore  send  him 
forward,  but  (to  prevent  imposition)  under  the  care  of  an 
officer,  with  letters  found  upon  him,  which,  from  their  tenour, 
seem  calculated  to  recommend  him  to  Congress.  I  submit 
it  to  their  consideration,  whether  it  would  not  be  dangerous 
to  accept  of  the  offer  of  his  services. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  your  most 

obedient  servant,  „  ,,, 

Oeorge  Washington. 

To  the  President  of  Congress. 

At  a  Council  of  General  Officers,  held  at  Head-Quarters, 
June  21,  1776: 

Present:  His  Excellency  General  Wf^a«Aj»g-ton;  Brigadier- 
Generals  Heath,  Spencer,  Greene,  Lord  Stirling,  Mifflin, 
and  Scott. 

The  General  communicated  to  the  Council  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Court-Martial  on  Thomas  Hicliey ;  when  he  was 
unanimously  advised  to  confirm  the  sentence,  and  that  it  be 
put  in  execution  to-morrow,  at  eleven  o'clock ;  for  which  pur- 
pose the  General  to  issue  his  warrant. 

Major  Rogers  having  been  brought  before  this  Council  of 
officers,  from  Amboy,  where  he  has  been  for  several  days, 
the  members  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  he  should  pro- 
ceed to  Philadelphia,  under  an  escort,  and  that  at  the  same 
time  a  letter  be  written  to  Congress,  informing  them  that, 
under  all  circumstances,  he  is  not  to  be  sufficiently  relied  on. 

The  General  read  a  letter  received  from  Colonel  Crarey 
and  Captain  Livingston,  informing  that  the  Committee  took 
surety  for  the  good  behaviour  of  the  prisoners,  and  discharged 
them.  Unanimously  agreed,  that  the  General  write  to  the 
Provincial  Congress,  informing  them  of  the  transactions  there, 
and  that  they  will  order  therein  ;  and  also,  that  ail  persons  ap- 
prehended, be  detained  until  such  information  be  obtained. 

Advised  unanimously,  that  all  the  Stock  and  Horses,  ex- 
cept what  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  support  of  the 
inhabitants,  be  removed  from  Long-Lland,  Staten-Island, 
and  the  adjoining  coasts ;  and  that  application  be  made  to 
the  Provincial  Congress  to  assist  in  carrying  this  measure  into 
execution. 

Determination  of  the  Brigadier-Generals,  in  regard  to  re- 
moval of  the  Stock  from  the  Islands. 
In  considering  the  several  matters  which  your  Excellency 
has  been  pleased  to  refer  to  us,  we  do,  with  regard  to  Long- 
Island  and  Staten-Island,  think  it  absolutely  necessary,  for 
the  safety  and  defence  of  this  Colony,  that  all  the  stock  of 
cattle  and  sheep  (except  such  as  may  be  requisite  for  the 
present  subsistence  of  the  inhabitants)  be  removed  to  a  dis- 
tance from  the  sea-coast,  and  that  this  be  done  immediately, 
as  on  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  it  will  be  impossible  to  give 
attention  to  this  matter;  and  also,  that  all  the  horses  be 
either  removed,  or  put  under  such  regulations  as  that  they 
may  be  removed,  on  the  first  approach  of  the  enemy;  and 
with  regard  to  the  disaffected  inhabitants  who  have  lately 
been  apprehended,  we  think  that  the  method,  at  present,  by 
the  County  Committee,  of  discharging  them  on  their  giving 
bonds  as  a  security  for  their  good  behaviour,  is  very  impro- 
per and  ineffectual,  and  therefore  recommend  it  to  your  Ex- 
cellency to  apply  to  the  Congress  of  this  Province  to  take 
some  more  effectual  method  of  securing  the  good  behaviour 
of  those  people;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  that  your  Excellency 
will  order  the  officer,  in  whose  custody  they  are,  to  discharge 
no  more  of  them  until  the  sense  of  the  Congress  be  had 
thereon.  W.  Heath,      Stirling, 

J.  Spencer,     Nath.  Greene 
June  27,  1776. 


COLONEL    MOTLAN   TO  THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  July  1,  1776.] 

New- York,  June  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  Genei-al  Washington  showed  me  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress, that  the  tents  which  came  here  from  Philadelphia 
should  be  forwarded  to  Boston,  which  shall,  with  all  possible 
despatch,  be  complied  with.  He  was  also  pleased  to  com- 
municate to  me  the  paragraph  of  your  letter  to  him  respect- 
ing the  detention  of  those  tents,  which,  I  must  own,  both 
surprised  and  alarmed  me  much.  It  really,  sir,  was  not  a 
stretch  of  power  exercised  by  me,  for  I  knew  nothing  of 
them  until  General  Mijlin  sent  me  word  that  a  parcel  of 
tents  were  arrived,  being  part  of  a  larger  number  he  had 
contracted  with  Mr.  Barrell,  of  Philadelphia,  for.  I  order- 
ed them  into  the  store,  and  never  inquired  further  about 
them.  To  remove  any  unjust  aspereion  which  my  conduct 
in  this  affair  may  subject  me  to,  is  my  motive  for  troublino- 
you  with  this  letter ;  and  believe  me,  sir,  the  Congress  will 
never  find  me  exercising  any  power  inconsistent  with  my 
duty  to  them,  and  to  the  department  they  have  been  pleased 
to  honour  me  with  the  direction  of. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant,  ^ 

STEPHEN    MoTLAN. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  necessity  of  the  most  vigorous  and  decisive 
measures  in  our  present  circumstances  will,  I  doubt  not,  jus- 
tify to  your  honourable  body  the  removal  of  the  stock  of 
cattle  and  horses  from  those  parts  of  the  coast  most  exposed 
to  the  enemy.  After  a  long  and  fatiguing  voyage  they  wilj 
need  refreshment  of  this  nature,  and  there  is  no  doubt  they 
will  have  them,  if  possible,  on  any  terms.  Common  pru- 
dence, therefore,  and  a  regard  to  our  own  safety,  strongly 
evince  the  necessity  of  depriving  them  of  such  supplies  as 
will  enable  them  to  act  with  more  vigour  and  spirit  against 
us ;  though  painful  and  disagreeable,  it  seems  to  be  a  mea- 
sure which  the  great  law  of  self-preservation  now  requires. 

Enclosed  I  transmit  the  unanimous  resolution  of  a  coun- 
cil of  General  Officers,  advising  such  removal,  without  delay; 
in  which  it  is  proposed  to  pay  a  suitable  regard  to  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  people.  I  flatter  myself  that,  in  a  matter  of 
such  importance  and  difficulty,  the  honourable  body  over 
which  you  preside  will  approve  of  the  proposal,  and  carry  it 
into  execution,  or  co-operate  with  me  in  the  most  effectual 
steps  for  the  purpose. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
regard,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 

To  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  Esq.,  President,  &tc. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    WADSWORTH. 

New- York,  June  27,  1776.    " 

Sir  :  Having  received  information  of  your  being  appoint- 
ed to  command  the  Militia  to  be  furnished  by  your  Colony 
for  the  defence  of  this  place,  I  entreat  you  to  give  notice  to 
the  officers  who  are  principally  concerned  in  raising  them, 
that  their  march  be  expedited  as  much  as  possible,  or  the 
assistance  they  are  meant  to  afford  may  come  loo  late,  as, 
in  all  probability,  the  enemy,  immediately  on  their  arrival, 
will  make  their  grand  push,  especially  if  they  are  apprized 
of  our  weak  state. 

It  will  be  indispensably  necessary  for  the  men  to  come 
provided  with  arms,  as  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  furnish 
them  with  one,  having  many  here  already  unarmed ;  nor 
will  it  contribute  to  the  service  in  the  least  degree  if  they  do 
not ;  I  therefore  request  the  utmost  attention  to  this  matter 
of  the  last  importance,  and  that  none  come  without. 

As  it  will  be  proper  that  an  arrangement  should  be  formed,^ 
and  regular  orders  given  as  to  their  disposition,  previous  to 
their  coming,  to  prevent  disorder  and  confusion  I  desire,  as 
soon  as  you  have  notified  your  principal  officers  of  what  I 
have  said  about  forwarding  the  troops  and  bringing  arms, 
that  you  repair  here  youi-self  to  receive  your  instructions, 
and  to  be  in  readiness  to  give  such  directions  to  them  as 
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may  be  necessary  for  these  purposes.     I  am,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  ^^^^^^  Washington. 

To  Brio'.  Gen.  James  Wadsworth,  com.  Militia. 


GENERA!,  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

New- York,  June  27,  1776. 
Dear  Sir:  Congress  having  disapproved  the  proceedings 
of  the  Commissioners  aX  Albany,  on  the  1.3th  instant,  trans- 
mitted thera  in  my  letter  of  the  21st,  so  far  as  tliey  relate 
to  raising  two  companies  of  Mohegan  and  Stockbridge  In- 
dium ;  in  compliance  with  their  resolve,  (a  copy  of  which  is 
enclosed,)  I  am  to  request  you  to  put  the  most  early  and 
speedy  stop  to  the  same.  The  honourable  President  ob- 
serves in  his  letter,  that  the  resolve  for  employing  Indians 
is  conceived  in  such  terms  as  to  give,  at  first  view,  a  latitude 
of  construction  as  to  the  place  in  which  they  are  to  be  raised, 
and  the  Commissioner  must  have  understood  it  so,  which 
led  to  the  mistake.     I  am,  dear  sir,  Stc, 

George  Washington. 
To  General  Schuyler. 

LIEtrrENANT    DAVISON    TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Armed  Sloop  Schuyler,  June  27,  1776. 

Since  our  last,  we  have,  in  company  with  Captain  Ro- 
gers, of  the  armed  sloop  Montgomery,  retaken  four  prizes, 
which  were  taken  by  the  Greyhound  man-of-war,  bound  for 
Sandy-Hook — two  brigs,  belonging  to  Nantucket,  with  oil, 
one  with  near  five  hundred  barrels  on  board,  and  the  other 
one  hundred  and  fifty;  also,  a  schooner  and  a  sloop,  the 
schooner  belonging  to  Cape-Ann,  loaded  with  molasses  and 
some  sugar ;  the  sloop  outward  bound,  belonging  to  Rhode- 
Island,  loaded  with  flour  and  lumber. 

We  have  intelligence  by  one  of  the  prisoners,  that  a  fleet 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  sail  sailed  from  Halifax  the  9th 
instant  for  Sandy-Hook,  and  that  General  Howe  is  on  board 
the  Greyhound,  which  we  supposed  passed  us  three  days 
ago,  we  having  observed  a  ship  to  the  westward  of  us  about 
that  time  standing  for  Sandy-Hook.  Captain  Rogers  has 
applied  to  the  Committee  for  a  guard,  which  they  have  sup- 
plied us  with,  and  shall  send  the  prisoners  as  soon  as  pos- 

JosEPH  Davison,  Lieutenant. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


COLONEL   JAMES    CLINTON   TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Fort  Constitution,  June  27,  1776. 

May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  Excellency:  Since  I  wrote  to 
you  I  received  the  within  letter,  but  I  think  it  necessary  to 
have  your  orders  before  I  comply  with  the  within  request. 
I  hear  the  Committees  have  taken  Colonel  Cadwallader  Col- 
den,  on  suspicion  of  being  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica ;  but  what  they  will  do  with  him  I  cannot  tell.  Lawer 
Cranney,  who  left  Poughkeepsie  sometime  ago  and  has  been 
advertised  there,  is  likewise  taken  by  the  Committees  and 
sent  back  by  a  guard  to  Poughkeepsie. 

I  am,  dear  General,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 

'  James  Clinton,  Colonel. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  Neuf-  York. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committees  for  the  Precincts  of  Newburgh  y 
and  New- Windsor,  on  the  26th  of  June,  1776.      5 

Dear  Sir:  As  complaints  have  been  made  before  these 
Committees  of  sundry  persons  in  the  Precinct  o{  Newburgh 
as  being  very  dangerous  to  the  cause  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, we,  the  said  Committees,  in  conjunction,  do  request 
and  pray  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  us  Lieutenant 
Israel  Smith,  with  twenty-five  good  men,  for  the  space  of 
one  week,  in  order  that  we  may  get  some  of  these  rascals 
apprehended  and  secured.  If  you  shall  think  well  of  this 
matter,  and  it  be  consistent  with  your  duty,  we  beg  our  re- 
quest may  be  complied  with  without  delay.  If  you  are  scarce 
of  arms  we  will  furnish  them  ;  ammunition  we  are  destitute 
of  at  present,  therefore  beg  they  will  bring  a  supply  with 
them.  We  propose  to  send  Major  Samuel  Logan  in  com- 
pany with  Lieutenant  Smith ;  also,  a  good  pilot,  who  un- 
derstands the  woods  well.  We  need  not  say  much  to  you, 
sir,  on  this  occasion,  as  you  know  our  situation  ;  and  being 


in  much  haste,  you  will  please  to  pardon  any  inaccuracies 
that  may  appear. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  all  due  esteem,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committees : 

Abel  Belknap,  Chairman, 

To  Colonel  James  Clinton,  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Con- 
stitution. 


cadwallader  colden,  jr.,  to  ulster  county  committee. 

Hanover  Precinct,  June  27,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  On  Monday  night  last,  between  the  hours 
of  eleven  and  twelve,  a  number  of  armed  men  surrounded 
my  house,  then  raising  me  out  of  bed,  told  me  they  were 
sent  by  order  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Newburgh  and 
New-Windsor  to  search  my  house,  which  I  readily  sub- 
mitted to,  and  used  the  company  in  every  respect  with  the 
greatest  good  humour  and  civility.  The  next  morning  they 
told  me  the  Committee  desired  me  to  appear  before  them 
the  day  following.  I  told  them  I  should  wait  on  them,  but 
they  replied  they  were  ordered  to  keep  me  in  custody  until 
that  time.  I  then  desired  I  might  be  kept  under  guard  at 
my  own  house ;  that  I  would  maintain  and  pay  the  guard. 
This  was  also  refused,  and  I  was  threatened  to  be  rode  upon 
a  rail  if  I  would  not  go  otherwise;  so  I  was  compelled  to 
go  with  a  guard  out  of  the  party  to  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Neiv- 
Windsor,  when  I  was  confined  for  twenty-four  hours ;  and, 
though  Colonel  Ellison  offered  to  become  bail  for  my  ap- 
pearance, I  was  not  permitted  to  go  to  his  house  to  lodge. 
The  next  day  being  Saturday,  I  was  carried  before  the  Com- 
mittee, where,  waiting  till  near  sunset,  I  was  called  in  by 
the  Committee,  and  asked  if  I  would  choose  to  be  tried  by 
the  County  Convention  or  before  that  Board.  I  desired  to 
know  the  charge  against  me,  and  was  answered,  nothing  but 
a  grand  suspicion  of  my  being  inimical  to  the  American 
cause.  I  said  I  had  made  no  secret  of  my  principles  and 
opinions  on  these  matters,  while  I  thought  they  might  in  the 
least  contribute  to  ward  off  the  calamities  I  foresaw  must 
attend  the  publick  measures  then  adopted,  and  which  is  now 
too  unhappily  come  to  pass  ;  that  when  I  found  I  could  do 
no  good  that  way,  I  had  entirely  avoided  interfering  in  any 
shape  in  publick  affairs;  and  further  said,  if  there  was  any 
charge  against  me  of  any  kind,  I  thought,  by  the  rule  of  the 
Congress,  it  was  to  be  made  to  the  Committee  of  the  Pre- 
cinct in  which  I  resided,  so  chose  to  have  the  affair  referred 
to  them ;  and  was  answered  that  that  would  be  appealing  to 
a  Board  of  no  greater  authority  than  their  own  ;  besides  that, 
they  had  reason  to  think  the  Committee  of  Hanover  too 
remiss  in  their  duty,  and  under  some  undue  influence.  I 
then  said  I  was  willing  to  have  a  hearing  or  trial  before  the 
County  Committee,  and  so  was  discharged  upon  my  parole 
to  appear  before  your  Board  on  notice  by  letter  from  the 
Chairman,  and  which  I  now  desire  may  be  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible ;  for  since  I  came  home  I  have  been  informed  that  some 
of  the  party  who  came  to  my  house  in  the  night,  the  next 
day  went  through  the  neighbourhood  and  reported  that  they 
had  found  a  man  in  my  house  charged  with  messages  and 
papers  from  on  board  the  man-of-war ;  that  he  had  made 
liis  escape,  and  that  they  were  in  pursuit  of  him  ;  and  that 
one  of  their  own  body  actually  personated  such  a  one,  who 
appeared  to  be  flying  before  the  party. 

As  I  am  daily  threatened  with  destruction  both  to  my 
person  and  property,  and  this  seems  to  be  calculated  to 
raise  the  resentment  of  some  mad  mob  against  me,  I  think 
it  highly  necessary  for  my  safety  to  have  this  matter  cleared 
up  to  the  publick  ;  and  as  at  present  there  is  no  other  way 
but  by  a  hearing  before  you,  I  do  hereby  request  you  will 
cause  this  matter,  and  any  complaint  against  me,  to  come  be- 
fore you  as  soon  as  may  be ;  and  you  will  oblige,  gentlemen, 
your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Cadwallader  Colden,  Jun. 

To  the  General  Committee  for  the  County  of  Ulster. 

In  County  Committee,  New-Paltz,  June  28,  1776. 
Ordered,  That  Cadwallader  Colden,  Esq.,  be  notified  to 
appear  at  the  house  of  Ann  Dubois,  on  Thursday  next,  the 
4th  July,  by  ten  o'clock,  in  the  forenoon,  there  to  answer  the 
charges  that  then  may  appear  against  him  touching  his  being 
an  enemy  to  the  American  cause. 
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Ordered,  That  Cadwallader  Colden,  Jun.,  Esq.,  be  served 
with  a  copy  of  the  above. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Robert  Boyd,  Jun.,  Chairman, 

N.  B.  The  Chairman  of  the  County  Committee  is  the 
same  that  was  the  Chairman  of  tiie  Joint  Committees  of  Aew- 
burgh  and  JSew-  Windsor,  or  at  least  one  of  that  Committee, 
which  I  did  not  know  when  I  addressed  my  letter  to  their 
Counly  Committee.  Cadwai.lader  Golden,  Jun. 

In  Committee  for  the  County  of  Ulster,  at  the  Paltz,  7 

July  4,  1776.      5 

To  Captain  Johannes  A.  Hardenburgh: 

You  are  hereby  requested  and  commanded  by  this  Com- 
mittee, on  sight  hereof,  to  take  Cadwallader  Colden,  Jun., 
Esq.,  in  your  custody,  as  it  appears  to  this  Committee  that 
Mr.  Colden  is  inimical  to  the  American  cause,  and  that  you, 
with  a  sufficient  guard  of  the  men  under  your  command, 
convey  said  Cadwallader  Colden,  Jun.,  Esq.,  to  the  common 
jail  of  this  county,  and  that  you  deliver  him  to  the  keeper 
of  said  jail ;  and  the  keeper  of  said  jail  is  hereby  strictly 
required  and  commanded  to  receive  said  Cadwallader  Col- 
den, Jun.,  Esq.,  and  him  to  keep  in  safe  custody,  at  his  own 
expenses,  until  from  thence  discharged  by  the  Provincial 
Congress  or  this  Convention ;  and  for  your  so  doing  this  shall 
be  your  sufficient  warrant. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Robert  Boyd,  Jun.,  Chairman. 


I  cannot  tell  until  after  trial.     The  ten  sail  of  ships  off  the 

harbour  is  the  last  bound  to  Boston  by  the  best  accounts. 

I  am,  with  due  respect,  your  Honour's  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  r;         tj 

'  OETH  Harding. 

To  Govemour  Trumbull. 


CAPTAIN    HARDING   TO    GOVERNOUR  TRU>fBULL. 

Boston,  June  27,  1776. 
Sir  :  In  your  favour  of  the  21st  instant,  your  Honour  was 
pleased  to  order  me  to  continue  here  till  further  orders.  At 
that  time  it  appeared  with  some  little  chance  of  success ; 
since,  I  look  on  the  chance  to  be  small.  There  have  been 
ever  since  Sundai/  last  ten  ships  cruising  oE Boston  harbour; 
two  of  them  men-of-war,  eight  with  Highlander  troops. 
By  the  best  accounts  it  appears  that  the  troops  at  Halifax 
sailed  on  the  10th  instant  for  New- York — in  number  one 
hundred  and  fifty  sail.  Shall  give  your  Honour  an  account 
of  my  captures  in  a  few  days.  At  present  think  there  is  but 
jitde  chance  here.  Hope  your  Honour  will  think  proper  to 
give  me  orders  to  proceed  to  New-London,  by  the  next  post. 
Your  Honour's  orders  shall  punctually  follow.  The  state- 
ment of  this  action  is  not  in  print,  for  wise  reasons.  The 
Captains  of  the  four  schooners  dispute  with  each  other;  one 
says.  You  did  not  fight,  and.  You  did  not  fight ;  and  so  they 
go  on.  I  have  thought  proper  to  libel  for  three-fourths  of  the 
ship  George  and  three-fourths  of  the  brig  Annabella,  and  my 
proportion  of  the  ship  Lord  Howe.*     What  I  shall  recover 

•  lUTKBTOnl     or     THE    CARGO    TAKK»    OUT    OP    THE    SHIP    LOKD    HOWE. 

BOSTOjr,   JCNE   19,  1776. 

76  small-arms,  1  ditto,  1 2  ditto,  are  89  muskets ;  82  bayonets ;  7 1  car- 
touch-boxes  ;  65  bags  bread  ;  1  barrel  pease ;  2  pounds  powder ;  part  of  a 
cask  of  currants ;  1  cask  and  part  of  a  cask  vinegar ;  3  hogsheads  rum, 
one  part  out;  6  casks  mess  pork;  6  casks  mess  beef;  17  casks  ship's 
provisions;  13  barrels  oat  meal;  11  barrels  pease;  1  barrel  barley,  1 
ullage  ditto ;  4  barrels  flour ;  1  barrel  herring  ;  9  bags  bread,  2  hogsheads 
and  1  barrel  ditto;  part  of  a  cask  hair  powder;  1  cask  canteens  and  camp 
kettles;  54  blankets;  1  barrel  meal;  2  hags  tent  pins  and  mallets;  part 
of  10  coils  cordage ;  a  keg  molasses ;  4  bundles  iron  hoops ;  1  box  can- 
dles ;  1  bundle  hammocks ;  6  iron  spades ;  3  boxes  bullets ;  3  pair  hand 
screws;  1  iron  pot;  1  box  containing  93  cutlasses;  a  box  containing  a 
markee  and  materials ;  1 10  canvass  knapsacks,  36  hatchets  taken  out  and 
carried  up.  * 

INVtNTOttT  OF  THE  CARGO  RECEIVEP  OUT  OF  THE  SHIP  GEORGE.  BOS- 
TON, JUNE  22,  1776. 
20  fusees;  31  small-arms;  6  kegs  bullets  and  shot;  6  bundles  paper 
for  cartridges;  part  of  a  bag  flints;  2  kegs  part  filled  with  cartridges; 
a  cask  containing  a  few  books  and  1  bundle  bedding;  2  trunks  and  2 
portmanteaus;  1  black  trunk;  1  bundle;  1  black  canteen;  I  red  bundle; 
1  chest ;  1  portmanteau ;  3  casks  porter ;  1  cask  hams ;  3  casks  bottled 
wine;  7  hogsheads  and  part  of  a  hogshead  rum;  361  black  shoulder 
belts;  74  bundles  and  I  bag  gun  straps;  1  field  bed  and  2  bundles 
binding ;  4  markees ;  the  Quartermaster's  camp  equipage ;  Colonel  Camp- 
bell'a  ditto;  a  bundle  ditto  not  directed  ;  3  field  tents  and  materials;  6 
bundles  tent  poles  for  markees;  12  bundles  common  tent  poles;  7  bun- 
dles leather  bullet  pouches;  3  cartouch  boxes;  6  kegs  bullets  and  shot; 
23  camp  tents ;  a  remnant  of  ticklcnburg ;  1  cask  and  2  bundles  tent- 
pins;  I  cask  tin  canteens,  and  69  loose;  10  tin  pans;  23  camp  kettles; 

1  package  tent  stools ;  82  canvass  knapsacks ;  199  hair  knapsacks ;  a  bale 
containing  80  blankets  ;  a  bale  containing  50  watch-coats ;  1  box  black 
plumes;  4  bundles  soldiers'  clothing;  1  bundle  stockings;  3  pair  shoes; 

2  bags  with  belts  and  knapsacks ;  2  pieces  plaid ;  7  bonnets ;  2  pieces 
and  part  of  a  piece  duflel;  144  soldiers'  blankets;  33  beds;  85  pillows; 
a  bale  of  brown  paper ;  44  hatchets  ;  1  bundle  twine ;   1  cask  sheathing 


JAMES    SMITH   TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETJ. 

St.  Eustatius,  June  28,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Although  an  entire  stranger,  the  critical 
situation  of  the  times  necessitates  me  to  address  and  trouble 
you  with  the  disposal  of  five  hundred  weight  of  gunpow- 
der, as  per  bill  of  lading  enclosed,*  requesting  that  the  net 
proceeds  may  be  remitted  immediately,  if  any  opportunity 
offers,  of  either  of  the  articles  annexed  for  your  government. 
Should  this  not  be  the  case,  I  desire  the  proceeds  may  be 
remitted  to  Mr.  Joseph  Donaldson,  merchant  in  Philadel- 
phia, with  a  letter  intrusted  to  the  care  of  the  Captain  for 
that  gentleman.  This  is  not  the  first  shipment  of  the  article 
or  the  last  I  intend,  therefore  flatter  myself  you  will,  as  the 
guardians  of  the  publick,  pay  some  attention  to  this  small 
shipment. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect  and  veneration,  gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

James  Smith. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  or  Council  of  Safety  of 

any  port  or  place  except  Philadelphia  or  its  precincts. 


Constitutional  Post-Oflice,  Williamsburgh,  ? 
June  28,  1776.      3 

The  Postmaster-General  having  empowered  and  direct- 
ed me  to  receive  the  Quarterly  Accounts  of  the  following 
Offices,  and  to  settle  with  the  Riders,  it  is  expected  the  seve- 
ral Postmasters  will  strictly  comply  with  those  instructions, 
that  I  may  be  enabled  to  pay  the  Riders  punctually,  for  whose 
services  the  General  Posl-Office  is  now  considerably  in 
advance,  owing  to  many  of  the  Postmasters  never  having 
rendered  any  account  to  the  Secretary  and  Comptroller,  R. 
Bache,  Esq.,  since  the  first  establishment  of  the  Am,erican 
Post-Office.  A  list  of  the  Offices  that  are  to  make  their 
quarterly  payments  to  me:  Hampton,  York,  Peterslmrgh, 

nails ;  2  casks  five-penny  nails ;  1  set  small  weights ;  2  iron  spades ; 
part  of  a  cask  currants;  15  barrels  pease;  6  barrels  flour;  2  barrels 
barley  ;  9  barrels  pork ;  27  barrels  beef;  19  kegs  butter;  15  barrels  oat 
meal ;  2  tierces  and  part  of  a  tierce  vinegar ;  2  barrels  herring ;  1  bag 
rice;   74  bags  bread;   14  hogsheads  bread ;  water  cask. 

INVENTORT   OF  THE  CARGO  OF  THE  BRIGANTIITE  ANSABELLA,  AS  FAR  AS 
TAKEIf    OUT.       BOSTOSr,    JUNE    29,    1776. 

31  small-arms,  by  Captain  IVaters,  Received  into  the  store  from  the 
sloop  as  follows  :  240  pairs  of  shoes ;  a  bale  of  tents,  quarters  23 ;  2  cablei 
12i-inch;  1  ditto  11-inch,  20  fathom;  1  piece  junk;  8  barrels  and  3 
ullages  of  oat  meal ;  1  c^isk  pease ;  3  casks  pork ;  9  casks  beef;  part  of  a 
cask  vinegar ;  1  box  candles ;  1  tierce  rum ;  1  hogshead  rum ;  8  sails  and 
a  bundle  old  canvass,  delivered  to  Mr.  Barrett ;  6  iron  spades ;  2  shod 
shovels ;  a  piece  sheet  lead ;  1  firkin  butter ;  1  crosscut  saw ;  4  tent  poles; 
5  pack  saddles ;  2  anchors ;  1  small  ditto,  iron  stocked. 

Received  by  brig  Defence :  3  barrels  and  an  ullage  of  flour ;  2  barrels 
pease;  43  cartouch  boxes ;  1 7  leather  bullet  pouches ;  18  bayonets;  16 
shoulder  straps ;  sundry  rigging  and  clocks ;  3  long  bolts  for  shackels ; 
1  bundle  iron  hoops ;  1 26  empty  casks,  small  and  great. 

Received  by  the  Warren :  30  small-arms ;  47  cartouch  boxes ;  1 6  belts ; 
42  leather  bullet  pouches;  25  gun  straps ;  36  cutlasses;  39  bayonets: 
8  boxes  candles;  4  pairs  shoes;  1  drum;   1  halbert;   1  old  ensign. 

Received  by  the  sloop :  1  anchor,  1 1  cwt.  3  qr.  12  lbs.;  a  parcel  of  loose 
bread;  10  water  casks;  some  rigging  and  blocks;  a  cabin  stove;  a 
piece  of  junk ;  a  bag  containing  nails ;  8  casks  mess  beef;  4  ditto  pork ;  6 
casks  ships'  provisions ;  1  barrel  oat  meal ;  2  hogsheads  rum ;  1  keg 
bullets ;  3  pack  saddles ;  part  of  a  cask  beef;  part  of  a  barrel  herring ; 
about  7  chaldrons  coal. 

*  Shipped,  by  the  grace  of  God,  in  good  order  and  well-conditioned, 
by  James  Smith,  in  and  upon  the  good  schooner  pilot-boat  called  the 
Lovely  Lass,  whereof  is  master,  under  God,  for  this  present  voyage, 

,  and  now  riding  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  St.  Eustatius,  and, 

by  God's  grace,  bound  for  Philadelphia,  or  some  port  in  JVorth-Jimerica, 
to  say:  ten  half-barrels,  containing  five  hundred  weight  of  gunpowder,  oa 
the  proper  assurance  and  risk  of  the  shipper,  and  consigned  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Donaldson,  merchant,  Philadelphia,  or  to  such  Committee  or  Council  of 
Safety  as  may  be  appointed  at  any  other  port  she  arrives  at,  being  marked 
and  numbered  as  in  the  margin  ;  and  to  be  delivered  in  like  good  order 
and  well-conditioned  at  the  aforesaid  port  of  Philadelphia,  &c.,  (the  dan- 
ger of  the  seas  only  excepted,)  unto  Joseph  Donaldson,  or  such  Commit- 
tee or  Council  of  Safety,  or  to  their  assigns,  he  or  they  paying  freight  for 
the  said  goods  settled  already,  with  primage  and  average  accustomed.  In 
witness  whereof,  the  master  or  purser  of  the  said  schooner  hath  affirmed 
to  three  bills  of  lading,  all  of  this  tenor  and  date,  the  one  of  which  three 
bills  being  accomplished,  the  other  two  to  stand  void ;  and  so  God  send 
the  good  schooner  to  her  destined  port  in  safety.     Amen. 

Dated  in  St.  Eustatius,  June  29,  1 776.  Jons'  Tatlob. 
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Cabin-Point,  Smithjield,  Suffolk,  Richmond,  Neivcastle, 
Ayktt's  Warehouse,  Jlobbs's  Hole,   Urbanna,  and  Port- 

"y  ■  Alexander  Purdie,  Deputy  Postmaster. 


Proposals  o/Elisha  Tyson,  toith  respect  to  erecting  a  Mill 
for  manufacturing  Gunpowder  at  Little  Falls  q/" Gun- 
powder River,  in  Baltimore  County,  in  the  Province 
of  Maryland,  about  eighteen  viiles  from  Baltimore- 
town,  and  three  from  Joppa,  in  Harford  County. 

The  said  Elisha  Tyson  having  already  made  a  dam  over 
the  said  stream,  and  dug  a  race  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
Water  Grist  Mill,  proposes,  instead  thereof,  to  erect  a  Pow- 
der Mill,  and  retain  the  property  in  the  premises,  on  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  pounds.  Convention  money,  being  advanced 
to  him,  without  interest,  for  the  space  of  four  years,  to  be 
repaid  in  the  following  manner :  One-fourth  part  thereof  in 
gunpowder  at  the  price  given  by  the  Continental  Congress 
at  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  this  date  ;  one-fourth  part 
thereof  in  the  same  commodity  at  the  expiration  of  two  yeare 
from  the  date  thereof;  one  other  fourth  part  thereof  in  the 
same  commodity  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the  date 
hereof;  and  the  other  fourth  part  thereof  in  the  same  commo- 
dity at  the  expiration  of  four  years  from  the  date  hereof. 

The  said  Elisha  Tyson  proposes  to  appropriate  a  large 
part  of  the  above  one  thousand  pounds  to  the  purchase  of 
saltpetre  and  other  materials  from  private  hands  in  this  and 
other  Colonies ;  he  also  proposes  the  Province  shall  furnish 
him  with  one-half  of  the  saltpetre  imported  into  or  manufac- 
tured in  this  Province ;  as  also  one-half  of  the  sulphur  that 
shall  become  their  property. 

He  will  engage  to  manufacture  powder  at  as  cheap  a  rate 
as  it  is  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  equal  quanti- 
ties, in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  materials  found  him,  for 
the  use  of  the  Province  o(  Maryland.  He  will  give  bond, 
with  good  security,  for  the  performance  of  the  above  propo- 
sitions. „  „ 

iiiLisHA  Iyson. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

June  28,  1776. 

WILLIAM   LUX   TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Snow- Hill,  June  28,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  already  written  you  that  I  had  made 
inquiry  after  and  seen  Mr.  Broton.  He  is  willing  to  wait  on 
you,  and  this  will  be  delivered  you  by  him.  The  members 
of  the  Convention  from  this  County  have  orders,  as  I  am 
told  by  one  of  the  Committee,  to  recommend  him  to  you : 
he  seems  to  have  been  active  and  spirited  on  the  present 
occasion.  The  swivels  that  came  in  Captain  Speake,  and 
small-arms,  lie  at  Colonel  Watts' s.  If  you  will  please  to 
give  orders  to  me,  I  will  carry  them  to  Annapolis  in  our 
schooner,  and  one  cask  of  powder,  that,  in  case  of  an  attack 
from  some  of  the  little  tenders,  we  may  defend  her.  She 
will  have  twenty  men  on  board.  I  am  sorry  they  have 
committed  depredations,  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  Governour's 
promise,  consequently  the  Convention  will  be  justified  in 
making  him  amenable.  I  saw  two  of  Captain  Nicholson's 
men  that  had  been  taken  by  them  on  Friday,  on  board  a 
sloop  belonging  to  one  Mr.  Smith. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble 
servant, 

William   Lux. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   WILLIAM    SELBY. 
[No.  47.]  Annapolis,  June  28,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Council  of  Safety  has  agreed  with  Mr.  Jesse 
Hollingsworth  to  send  a  quantity  of  flour  from  Baltimore 
town  to  Pitt's  Landing,  to  be  carted  across  from  thence  to 
Chincoteague-Inkt,  to  be  put  on  board  the  schooner  John, 
Captain  Speake,  now  lying  there.  We  therefore  request  the 
favour  of  you  to  give  Captain  Speake  or  Mr.  Beck  every 
friendly  assistance  in  your  power  to  convey  the  said  flour 
from  the  landing  across  to  liis  vessel.  The  favour  will  be 
acknowledged,  and  any  reasonable  expense  which  you  may 
incur  therein  will  be  paid  by  us,  as  this  vessel  is  loading  on 
account  of  the  Province.  We  are,  &.c. 
To  William  Selby,  near  Pitt's  Landing,  Accomack  County. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL   OF    SAFETY  TO    CALVERT  COUNTY    COM- 
MITTEE. 

[No.  50.]  Annapolis,  June  28,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  When  we  wrote  to  you  on  the  4th  instant 
we  did  not  intend  to  engage  your  County  in  the  expense  of 
building  the  barracks  desired  in  our  letter  for  lodging  men. 
We  were  of  opinion  they  should  be  built  at  the  expense  of 
the  Province.  Shall  be  obliged  if  you  will,  as  soon  as  you 
can,  set  about  erecting  them,  and  the  expense  shall  be  paid 
you.     We  are,  &.c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Calvert  County. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    COUNTY    COMMITTEES. 

[No.  51.]  Annapolis,  June  28,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  enclose  you  a  resolution  of  Congress, 
desiring  a  complete  list  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  each 
Colony.  We  request  you  will  appoint  some  persons  in  your 
County  for  taking  the  number  of  inhabitants,  both  whites  and 
blacks,  distinguishing,  respectively,  the  age  and  sex  of  each, 
and  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  transmit  it  to  us  as  soon  as 
it  is  returned  to  you.  We  will  pay  any  expense  that  may 
arise  on  employing  persons  to  comply  with  this  request. 
We  are,  he. 


JOHN  PENN  TO  SAMUEL  JOHNSTON. 

Philadelphia,  June  28,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  arrived  here  several  days  ago  in  good  health, 
and  found  Mr.  Hewes  well.  1  am  truly  sorry  to  inform  you 
that  our  affairs  are  in  a  bad  situation  in  Canada.  I  fear  by 
the  time  you  receive  this,  our  Army  will  have  left  that 
country. 

Unfortunately  for  us  the  small-pox  has  gone  through  our 
troops  there,  which  has,  in  some  measure,  occasioned  our 
misfortunes.  I  expect  we  shall  be  able  to  make  a  stand  at  the 
Lakes.  General  Burgoyne,  with  a  very  considerable  force, 
arrived  in  Canada  some  time  ago.  He  lately  made  prison- 
ers Brigadier-General  Thompson  and  several  other  officers ; 
though  we  had  but  few  men  killed  or  taken  at  the  time. 

A  dangerous  plot  has  lately  been  discovered  at  New- 
York ;  the  design  was  to  blow  up  the  magazine  and  kill 
General  Washington.  A  large  number  are  under  confine- 
ment, some  of  note.  Governour  Tryon  is  at  the  bottom ; 
several  of  the  General's  Guards  were  bribed.  It  seems,  when 
the  whole  is  made  known,  we  shall  be  much  surprised.  The 
famous  Rogers,  who  was  so  active  last  war,  is  one  of  the 
number,  and  now  confined. 

The  first  day  of  July  will  be  made  remarkable ;  then  the 
question  relative  to  Independence  will  be  agitated,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  but  a  total  separation  from  Britain  will  take 

Slace.     This  Province  is  for  it;  indeed,  so  are  all,  except 
laryland,  and  her  people  are  coming  over  fast. 
I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  give  the  enclosed  letters 
passes,  and  when  you  have  an  opportunity,  to  let  me  know 
what  is  doing  in  the  busy  world  your  way. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant. 


John  Penn. 


To  Samuel  Johmton,  Esq.,  North- Carolina. 


CUMBERLAND    COUNTY    (PENNSYLVANIA)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  for  Cumberland  5 
County,  at  Carlisle,  June  28,  1776.      5 

Whereas  complaints  were  made  to  this  Committee  that 
the  conduct  and  sentiments  of  John  Clark,  of  Allen  Town- 
ship, in  this  County,  miller,  have  been,  and  still  are,  un- 
friendly to  the  liberties  of  the  United  Colonies :  And  where- 
as, in  pursuance  of  notice,  the  said  John  Clark  appeared 
twice  before  this  Committee,  when  sundry  \vitnesses  were 
examined  upon  oath,  by  whose  testimony  the  charges  ex- 
hibited against  him  are  fully  proved :  And  whereas  the  said 
John  Clark  declined  making  any  acknowledgments  to  his 
injured  country,  and  in  manifest  contempt  of  this  Commit- 
tee, thought  fit  to  set  out  for  his  own  habitation  whilst  the 
Committee  had  his  case  under  their  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Clark  is  an  enemy  to  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  United  Colonies;  and  it  is  recom- 
mended to  all  the  friends  of  liberty  that  they  have  no  deal- 
ings nor  connections  with  the  said  John  Clark  in  future,  as 
they  regard  the  welfare  of  their  injured  country. 
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Resolved,  That  the  above  Resolution  be  published  in  the 
newspapers  of  this  Province. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  Montgomeky,  Chairman. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  Jaly  1,  1776.] 

New- York,  June  28,  1776. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Congress  con- 
tained in  your  favour  of  the  25th  instant,  and  my  promise 
of  yesterday,  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the 
cost  of  a  ration,  according  to  the  Commissary-General's  esti- 
mate, from  the  1st  of  July  to  the  1st  o(  December,  will  be 
from  eight  to  eight-and-a-half  pence,  York  currency. 

Having  discharged  the  obligation  I  was  under  in  this  in- 
stance, and  finding  that  many  applications  have  been  made 
for  victualling  the  flying-camp,  I  would,  with  all  possible 
deference,  wish  Congress  to  consider  the  matter  well  before 
they  come  to  any  determination  upon  it.  Who  the  gen- 
tlemen are  that  have  made  offers  upon  this  occasion  I 
know  not,  consequently  my  objections  to  their  appointment 
cannot  proceed  from  personal  dislike ;  nor  have  I  it  in  view 
to  serve  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Commissary-General,  wishing 
to  have  the  directions  of  the  whole  supplies  for  his  emolu- 
ment, because  whatever  rations  are  taken  from  him  save 
him  the  trouble  of  supplying  provisions  to  the  amount,  with- 
out diminishing  his  pay,  that  being  fixed  and  certain ;  but 
what  influences  me  is  in  regard  to  the  publick  good.  I  am 
morally  certain,  if  the^business  is  taken  out  of  Mr.  TrumhuWs 
hands  and  put  into  another's,  that  it  may,  and  will,  in  all  pro- 
bability, be  attended  with  great  and  many  inconveniences. 

It  is  hkely,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war  between  us 
and  Great  Britain,  that  the  Army  here,  or  part  of  it,  and  the 
troops  composing  the  flying-camp,  will  be  frequently  joined, 
and  under  the  necessity  of  affording  each  other  mutual  aid. 
If  this  event  is  probable — and  most  certainly  it  is — the  same 
confusion  and  disorder  will  result  from  having  two  Commis- 
saries, or  one  Commissary  and  one  contractor,  in  the  same 
Army  in  the  same  department,  as  did  between  Mr.  Trum- 
bull and  Mr.  Livingston  on  the  coming  of  the  former  to 
New-York.  I  cannot  discriminate  the  two  cases;  and  not 
foreseeing  that  any  good  consequences  will  flow  from  the 
measure,  but  that  many  bad  ones  will — such  as  clashing  of 
interests,  a  contention  for  horses,  carriages,  and  many  other 
causes  that  might  be  mentioned  if  hurry  of  business  would 
permit — I  confess  I  cannot  perceive  the  propriety  of  appoint- 
ing a  different  person,  or  any  but  the  Commissary.  I  would 
also  add,  that  few  armies,  if  any^  have  been  better  supplied 
than  the  troops  under  Mr.  Trumbull's  care  in  this  instance, 
which  I  should  suppose  ought  to  have  considerable  weight, 
especially  as  we  have  strong  reasons  to  believe  that  a  large 
share  of  the  misfortunes  our  arms  have  sustained  in  Canada 
sprang  from  want  of  proper  and  necessary  supplies  of  provi- 
sions. Mr.  Trumbull,  too,  I  am  informed,  has  already  made 
provision  in  New-Jersey  for  the  flying-camp  which  will  be 
stationed  there,  and  employed  proper  persons  in  that  Colony 
to  transact  the  business  incident  to  his  department,  in  obe- 
dience to  my  orders,  and  his  full  confidence  that  it  was  to 
come  under  his  management.  My  great  desire  to  see  the 
affairs  of  this  important  post,  on  which  so  much  depends,  go 
on  in  an  easy,  smooth,  and  uninterrupted  course,  has  led  me 
to  say  thus  much  upon  the  subject,  and  will,  I  hope,  if  I  am 
unhappy  enough  to  differ  in  opinion  with  Congress,  plead 
my  excuse  for  the  liberty  I  have  taken. 

I  would  also  beg  leave  to  mention  to  Congress  the  neces- 
sity there  is  of  some  new  regulations  being  entered  into 
respecting  the  Chaplains  of  this  Army.  They  will  remem- 
ber that  applications  were  made  to  increase  their  pay,  which 
was  conceived  too  low  for  their  support ;  and  that  it  was 
proposed,  if  it  could  not  be  done  for  the  whole,  that  the 
number  should  be  lessened,  and  one  be  appointed  to  two 
regiments,  with  an  additional  allowance.  This  latter  expe- 
dient was  adopted,  and  while  the  Army  continued  altogether 
at  one  encampment,  answered  well,  or  at  least  did  not  pro- 
duce many  inconveniences ;  but  the  Army  now  being  dif- 
ferently circumstanced  from  what  it  then  was — part  here, 
part  at  Boston,  and  a  third  part  detached  to  Canada — has 
introduced  much  confusion  and  disorder  in  this  instance ;  nor 
do  I  know  how  it  is  possible  to  remedy  the  evil  but  by  affixing 
one  to  each  regiment,  with  salaries  competent  to  their  sup- 


port. No  shifting,  no  changing  from  one  regiment  to  ano- 
ther, can  answer  the  purpose ;  and  in  many  cases  it  could 
not  be  done,  though  the  regiments  should  consent — as  when 
detachments  are  composed  of  unequal  numbers,  or  ordered 
from  different  posts.  Many  more  inconveniences  might  be 
pointed  out;  but  these,  it  is  presumed, will  sufficiently  show 
the  defect  of  the  present  establishment,  and  the  propriety  of 
an  alteration.  What  that  alteration  shall  be  Congress  will 
please  to  determine. 

Congress,  I  doubt  not,  will  have  heard  of  the  plot  that 
was  forming  among  many  disaffected  persons  in  this  city 
and  Government  for  aiding  the  King's  troops  upon  their 
arrival.  No  regular  plan  seems  to  have  been  digested,  but 
several  persons  have  inlisted  and  sworn  to  join  them.  The 
matter,  I  am  in  hopes,  by  a  timely  discovery,  will  be  sup- 
pressed and  put  a  stop  to.  Many  citizens  and  others,  among 
whom  is  the  Mayor,  are  now  in  confinement.  The  matter 
has  been  traced  up  to  Governour  Tryon,  and  the  Mayor  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  principal  agent,  or  go-between  him  and 
the  persons  concerned  in  it.  The  plot  had  been  communi- 
cated to  some  of  the  Army,  and  part  of  my  Guard  engaged 
in  it.  Thomas  Hickey,  one  of  them,  has  been  tried,  and,  by 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  a  Court-Martial,  is  sentenced  to 
die,  having  inlisted  himself  and  engaged  others.  The  sen- 
tence, by  the  advice  of  the  whole  Council  of  General  Offi- 
cers, will  be  put  in  execution  to-day  at  eleven  o'clock.  The 
others  are  not  tried.  I  am  hopeful  this  example  will  produce 
many  salutary  consequences,  and  deter  others  from  entering 
into  the  like  traitorous  practices. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  resolve  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress will  show  that  some  of  the  disaffected  on  Long-Island 
have  taken  up  arms.  I  have,  agreeable  to  their  request,  sent 
a  party  after  them,  but  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  appre- 
hend them,  having  concealed  themselves  in  difficult  woods 
and  morasses. 

General  Gates  set  out  on  Tuesday  with  a  fine  wind,  which 
has  been  fair  ever  since,  and  would  soon  arrive  at  Albany. 

I  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Davi- 
son, of  the  Schuyler  armed  sloop,  a  copy  of  which  I  have 
enclosed,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  for  the 
intelligence  communicated  by  him.  I  could  wish  General 
Howe  and  his  armament  not  to  arrive  yet,  as  not  more  than 
a  thousand  Militia  have  yet  come  in,  and  our  whole  force, 
including  the  troops  at  all  the  detached  posts,  and  on  board 
the  armed  vessels  which  are  comprehended  in  our  returns, 
is  but  small  and  inconsiderable  when  compared  with  the  ex- 
tensive lines  they  are  to  defend,  and  most  probably  the  army 
that  he  brings.  I  have  no  further  intelligence  about  him 
than  what  the  Lieutenant  mentions,  but  it  is  extremely  pro- 
bable his  accounts  and  conjectures  are  true. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  great  esteem, 

sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,      <-,  ■,,, 

' '  '      George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  I  have  enclosed  a  general  return ;  and  it  may  be 
certainly  depended  on  that  General  Howe  and  fleet  have 
sailed  from  Halifax.  Some  of  the  men  on  board  the  prizes 
mentioned  in  the  I/ieutenant's  letter  were  on  board  the  Grey- 
hound, and  saw  General  Howe. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  June  24,  1776. 

Whereas  information  has  been  given  to  this  Congress  that 
sundry  persons  on  Nassau-Island,  disaffected  and  inimical  to 
the  American  cause,  are  now  in  arms  in  opposition  to  the 
civil  authority  of  this  Colony,  and  with  a  view  of  aiding  the 
enemies  of  America  : 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  requested  to  take  the 
most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  disarm  and  secure  all 
such  pei-sons. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  wait  upon  his  said 
Excellency  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  foregoing  Resolution. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  :      ^^^^^^  g^^^^^^  g^^,^^ 

Armed  sloop  Schuyler,  off  Fire-Island,  June  27,  1776. 
Since  our  last  we  have,  in  company  with  Captain  Rogers, 
of  the  armed  sloop  Montgomery,  retaken  four  prizes,  which 
were  taken  by  the  Greyhound  man-of-war,  bound  for  Sandy- 
Hook :  two  brigs  belonging  to  Nantucket,  with  oil — one 
has  near  five  hundred  barrels  on  board,  and  the  other  one 
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hundred  and  fifty — also  a  schooner  and  a  sloop,  the  schooner 
belongint;  to  Cape-Ann,  laden  with  molasses  and  some  su- 
gar; the" sloop  outward  bound,  belonging  to  Ji/torfc-Zi/nnrf, 
laden  with  flour  and  lumber.  We  have  intelligence  by  one 
of  the  prisoners  that  a  fleet  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  sail 
sailed  from  Halifax  the  9tl)  instant  for  Sandy-Hook,  and 
that  General  Howe  is  on  board  the  Greyhound,  which  we 
supposed  passed  us  three  days  ago,  we  having  observed  a 
ship  to  the  westward  of  us  about  that  time  standing  for 
Sandy-Hook.  Captain  Rogers  has  applied  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  a  guard,  which  they  have  supplied  us  with,  and 
shall  send  the  prisoners  as  soon  as  possible. 

Joseph  Davison,  Lieutenant. 

By  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  General 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Colonies : 

To  the  Provost-Marshal  of  the  said  Army: 
Whereas  Thomxts  Hickey,  a  soldier  inlisted  in  the  service 
of  the  said  United  Colonies,  has  been  duly  convicted  by  a 
General  Court-Martial  of  mutiny  and  sedition,  and  also  of 
holding  a  treacherous  correspondence  with  the  enemies  of 
said  Colonies,  contrary  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  esta- 
blished for  the  government  of  the  said  troops ;  and  the  said 
Thomas  Hickey,  being  so  convicted,  has  been  sentenced  to 
death,  by  being  hanged  by  the  neck  till  he  shall  be  dead ; 
which  sentence,  by  the  unanimous  advice  of  the  General 


OfKcers  of  the  said  Army,  I  have  thought  proper  to  confirm : 
These  are,  therefore,  to  will  and  require  you  to  execute  the 
said  sentence  upon  the  said  Thomas  Hickey  this  day,  at 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  upon  the  ground  between  the 
encampments  of  the  Brigades  of  Brigadier-General  Spencer 
and  Lord  Stirling;  and  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  suffi- 
cient warrant.  Given  under  my  iiand  this  twenty-eighth 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 

hundred  and  seventy-six.  ^  ,.r 

•'  (jEORGE  Washington. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  28,  1776. 

New-York,  June  28,  1776. 
By  virtue  of,  and  in  obedience  to,  the  foregoing  warrant,  I 
have  this  day,  at  the  time  and  place  therein  ordered  and  di- 
rected, caused  Thomas  Hickey,  the  prisoner  within  mentioned, 
to  suffer  death  in  the  way  and  manner  therein  prescribed, 
and  accordingly  return  this  warrant  fully  executed.* 

William  Moronv, 
Provost-Marshal  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

*  New-Yohk,  July  1,  1776. — Last  Friday,  in  the  forenoon,  was  exe- 
cuted in  a  field  between  the  Colonels  McDougall  and  Huntington's 
camp,  near  the  Jiowery  Lane,  (in  the  presence  of  near  twenty  tliousand 
spectators,)  a  soldier  belonging  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington's 
Guards,  for  mutiny  and  conspiracy  ;  being  one  of  those  who  formed,  and 
was  soon  to  have  put  in  execution,  that  horrid  plot  of  assassinating  the 
Staff-OflTicers,  blowing  up  the  magazines,  and  securing  the  passes  of  the 
town,  on  the  arrival  of  the  hungry  Ministerial  myrmidons.  It  is  hoped 
the  remainder  of  those  miscreants,  now  in  our  possession,  will  meet  with 
a  punishment  adequate  to  their  crimes. 


General  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  commanded  by  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq., 
General  and  Commander-in-Chief;  Head-Quarters  at  New- York,  June  28,  1776. 


REGIMENTS. 

OFFICERS  PRESENT. 

RANK  AND  FILE. 

ins  '0 
plete. 

Commissioned. 

Staff. 

JS'bn-coni- 

com 

Since  last 
Return. 

V 

c 
o 

o 
O 

1 

18 

a 

o 
"3 
O 

a 

§ 
J 

■20 

t»    a 

o   '^ 
'^  ^ 

S  o 

-  6 
1     7 
1     6 
1     5 
1     6 
1     7 
1     8 
1     8 
1     7 

-  7 
1     7 
1     8 

-  5 
1     6 
1     7 
1     3 
1     6 

-  8 
1     7 
1     8 
1     4 

17136 

a 

0) 

3 
V 

J 

7 
7 
6 
8 
7 
7 
8 
7 
3 
6 
6 
7 
7 
6 
5 
5 
7 
6 
8 
7 
5 

140 

a 
« 

a 

3 

a 
o 

V 

3 

i 

5 
6 
5 

8 
8 
8 
8 
5 
6 
6 
5 
7 
5 
5 
5 
6 
7 
7 
5 

122 

i 

s 

6 

7 
7 
7 
5 
7 
7 
6 
7 
7 
8 
8 
7 
8 
8 
4 
7 
7 
5 
8 
5 

141 

c 

TO 

o. 

y 

14 

2 

c 

< 

■20 

V 

1 
1 

a 

3 

\ 

17 

c 
o 

m 

1 
17 

1 
15 

c 

03 

m 

i 

C 
M 

e 

Q 

3 
.2 

a 

a 
« 

in 

c 

« 

.ic' 
o 

in 

11 
17 

23 
16 
11 

10 

8 

13 

16 

10 

12 

8 

3 

9 

18 

6 

10 

6 
10 
14 

■331 

^3 
03 

s 

a 
O 

Bo 

=1 

_o 

D 

c 
O 

5 
O 

CB 

Ml 
03 

C 
CD 
if. 

g 

o 

b 

a 
oi 

-a 

-d 
a 
<u 

a 

TZ 

be 

ec 
x: 
w 
■J. 

3 

n3 

18 
28 
27 
28 
27 
29 
29 
29 
31 
25 
31 
27 
26 
28 
31 
18 
32 
31 
29 
3-2 
19 

6 
14 
15 
16 
16 
14 
16 
10 
16 
13 
13 
15 
13 
16 
16 
11 
18 
15 
15 
12 

9 

487 
269 
28S 
310 
289 
429 
315 
343 
339 
373 
351 
386 
301 
342 
358 
256 
302 
363 
493 
461 
334 

18 
34 
24 
34 
40 
53 
20 
37 
38 
44 
64 
31 
65 
58 
43 
38 
36 
36 
13 
14 
4 

14 

^7 

89 

57 

61 

9& 

51 

76 

136 

105 

123 

104 

139 

144 

120 

191 

117 

62 

2 

22 

4 

23 

2 

1 

12 
5 
3 

'l 
4 
5 
6 
10 
1 

553 
547 
484 
417 
401 
579 
394 
469 
530 
544 
557 
532 
508 
553 
539 
492 
469 
466 
520 
517 
357 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

4 
1 

10 

1 

3 
1 
3 

1 

1 
1 
4 

15 

87 
93 
216 
2-23 
239 
61 
246 
171 

no 

96 

83 
108 
132 

87 
101 
148 
171 
174 
120 
123 

43 

2,832 

2 
2 

1 

2 

1 

5 

2 

1 
12 

2 

30 

3 

1 

1 
5 

2 
7 

3 

•27 

2 

1 

1 

o 

1 

6 
10 
19 
62 

3 

lo: 

Colonel  Prescott's • 

Clnlnnel  Hitchcock's.... .. 

Colonel  Little's 

Colonel  Reed's 

Colonel  HuDtington's 

Colonel  Webb's 

Colonel  Ward's 

Colonel  Wyllys's 

Colonel  Bailey's 

Colonel  McDoueall's 

Colonel  Ritzema's 

Colonel  Magaw's 

Colonel  Shea's 

Five  companies  of  Colonel  Wayne's. 
Total 

575 

295 

7,389 

744 

1,931 

73 

10,368 

Joseph  Reed,  Adjutant-General. 
Return  of  General  Scott's  Brigade,  New-Yohr,  June  29,  1776. — Sixty-seven  is  the  establishment  for  a  Company. 
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Return  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Colonies,  commanded  by  Henry  Knox,  Esq. 
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New- York,  June  28,  1776. 


Joseph  Reed,  Adj.  Gen. 


Return  of  the  New- York  Comjyany  of  Artillery,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Colonies,  commanded  by  Captain 
Hamilton. 
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New-York,  June  29,  1776. 


A  Return  of  the  state  of  A 
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•ernents  in  the  Army  in  and  near  New-York,  June  24, 

1776. 
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There  are  besides  the  Cartridge-Boxes,  in  Colonel  J\rixon'a  Regiment,  330  good  and  12  bad  Pouches;  in  Colonel  Huntington^,  384  good  and 
18  bad  Pouches;  in  Colonel  Jirnold'a,  444  good  and  20  bad  Pouches;  and  in  Colonel  IVarifs,  391  good  and  10  bad  Pouches. 

New-Yobk,  June  24, 1776.  EowATiD  FLEm^G,  Deputy  Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

New-York,  June  28,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  25th,  and  its  enclosures, 
with  General  Arnold's  of  the  same  date,  I  received  by  yester- 
day morning's  express.  That  of  the  24th  came  by  this 
day's  post. 

1  am  sorry  General  Sullivan,  in  the  situation  our  affairs 
are  in,  should  have  stopped  at  the  Islc-aitjc-Noix  till  he 
could  obtain  orders  for  retreating  further,  thereby  hazarding 
his  Array  without  a  prospect  of  success,  and  rendering  his 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi.  71 


retreat  liable  to  an  interruption,  or  at  least  difficult,  in  case 
the  enemy  were  in  a  condition  to  pursue  their  victory.  For 
these  reasons  I  cannot  but  approve  your  directions,  and  am 
hopeful  they  would  arrive  in  time,  if  he  had  not  before  left 
the  IsU-aux-Noix  by  the  advice  of  his  Council  of  War  and 
joint  intercession  of  h?s  officers.  My  letter  of  the  24th  would 
show  you,  had  it  been  received,  that,  from  his  representa- 
tion of  matters,  I  thought  a  retreat  the  only  means  left  for 
the  security  of  his  Army,  and  doing  the  least  essential  service 
to  their  country.     If  he  gets  off,  I  shall  be  happy  that  our 
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loss  was  so  inconsiderable  in  numbers,  though  I  regret  much 
the  captivity  of  General  Thompson. 

I  have  written  Congress  about  carpenters  on  General  ^r- 
nold's  letter,  and,  having  none  to  spare  from  hence,  have 
pointed  out  the  necessity  of  their  sending  some  from  Phila- 
delphia ;  if  not  there,  withdrawing,  for  the  present,  those  em- 
ployed up  the  Korth  liicer,  deeming  it  a  matter  of  infinite 
importance  to  have  a  considerable  number  of  gondolas  on 
the  Lakes,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  passing. 

I  have  directed  the  Quartermaster-General  to  procure  and 
forward  you  the  anchors  and  cables,  mill-saws  and  files,  if 
to  be  had.  I  have  also  requested  Colonel  Knox  to  examine 
whether  some  more  field-pieces  cannot  be  sent  up;  and  I 
design  to  order  a  further  quantity  of  powder  to  be  forwarded 
you,  to  answer  two  purposes — one,  that  you  may  have  pro- 
per supplies  for  the  several  posts  and  every  contingency,  the 
other,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  keep  a  larger  stock  here  than 
may  be  necessary,  lest  any  unfortunate  event  should  cast  up, 
and  we  be  deprived  of  more  than  we  are  yet  able  to  lose. 

I  would  have  you  make  ready  everything  necessary  for 
taking  post  at  Fort  Stanwix,  and,  when  you  are  prepared, 
to  use  your  utmost  industry  for  erecting  and  completing  the 
work.  Our  most  vigorous  exertions  will  be  required  in  every 
instance.  I  am  convinced  our  enemies  will  strain  their  every 
nerve  against  us  this  campaign,  and  try  to  injure  us  wherever 
we  may  be  unprovided. 

It  will  be  extremely  proper  to  forward  on  the  Militia  for 
reinforcing  the  several  garrisons  on  the  communication,  and 
securing  the  difTerent  passes.  I  wish  they  were  not  so  slow 
in  repairing  to  the  places  of  rendezvous ;  but  I  would  fain 
apprehend  they  will  be  in  time  to  prevent  any  attempts  our 
enemies  may  have  in  view. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  for  your  indisposition,  and  that  you 
should  be  so  harassed  by  the  ague  and  fever ;  and  wishing 
you  a  perfect  recovery  from  it,  and  a  speedy  one,  I  am,  dear 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 

To  Major-General  Schuyler,  Northern  Department. 

P.  S.  Congress,  by  a  letter  I  received  from  the  President 
last  night,  have  resolved  upon  four  thousand  men  more  to 
augment  the  Army  in  the  Northern  Department,  and  recom- 
mended the  Colony  o[  New- Hampshire  immediately  to  send 
one  regiment  of  Militia,  Massachusetts  two,  and  Connecti- 
cut one.  They  have  also  resolved  on  a  bounty  of  ten  dol- 
lars for  every  soldier  who  will  inlist  for  three  years,  and  re- 
quested the  several  Governinents  who  are  to  furnish  Militia 
to  do  it  with  all  possible  expedition. 

Our  armed  vessels  at  the  eastward  have  taken  some  valu- 
able prizes,  and  also  three  more  transports  safely  brought  in, 
with  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  or  thirty  Highland 
troops  well  accoutred.  Captain  Biddle,  one  of  Commodore 
Hopkins's  fleet,  took  two  also,  with  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  more.  He  put  all  the  prisoners  on  board  one  of  the 
prizes — we  fear  she  is  retaken ;  the  arms  he  took  into  his 
own  vessel.  The  other  prize  was  retaken,  and  again  taken 
by  another  of  our  vessels. 

Yesterday  I  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Davison, 
of  the  Schuyler  armed  sloop,  advising  that  he,  with  another 
of  our  cruisers,  had  retaken  four  prizes  which  had  been  taken 
by  the  Greyhound  man-of-war.  The  persons  on  board  the 
prizes  informed  the  Lieutenant  that  General  Howe  was  on 
board  the  Greyhound,  and  sailed  from  Halifax  the  9th  in- 
stant, with  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  transports  ;  that  they 
saw  a  vessel,  the  evening  before,  standing  towards  the  Hook, 
which  they  imagined  was  the  Greyhound.  There  is  reason 
to  conclude  he  is  now  there. 

The  Militia  ordered  for  the  defence  of  this  place  come  in 
slowly :  not  more  than  a  thousand  have  yet  arrived.  Our 
force  by  no  means  so  strong  as  it  should  be. 

It  is  said,  and  I  believe  with  authority,  that  twenty  tons 
of  powder  and  two  thousand  pounds  sterling  worth  of  goods, 
have  got  into  Providence. 

1  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 


sail,  left  Halifax  the  9th  instant,  bound  for  this  place,  and 
am  well  assured  that  General  Howe  is  already  arrived  at 
the  Hook  in  the  Greyhound.  1  do.  therefore,  in  the  most 
pressing  manner,  request  that  you  would  not  lose  a  moment's 
time  in  sending  forward  the  Militia  of  your  Province,  as  the 
enemy  will  undoubtedly  attack  us  in  our  weak  state  as  soon 
as  a  sufficient  force  arrives  to  enable  them  to  attempt  it  with 
the  least  probability  of  success.  And  although  I  cannot 
expect,  by  reason  of  the  distance,  that  your  quota  of  troops 
will  reach  this  so  seasonably  as  to  afford  us  assistance  upon 
the  first  attack  of  the  enemy,  yet  I  promise  myself  it  will 
not  occasion  any  delay  in  their  march.  Relying  on  your 
using  all  possible  despatch  in  this  business,  I  remain,  with 
much  respect,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Convention  of  Massachur 
setts- Bay.* 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

New-York,  June  28,  1776. 

Sir  :  By  certain  advices  just  received,  I  am  informed  that 
a  fleetjConsistingof  one  hundred  and  thirty  sail,  left  ifaZi/ax 
the  9th  instant,  bound  for  this  place ;  and  am  well  assured 
that  General  Howe  is  already  arrived  at  the  Hook,  in  the 
Greyhound.  I  do,  therefore,  in  the  most  pressing  manner, 
request  that  you  would  not  lose  a  moment's  time  in  sending 
forward  the  Militia  of  your  Province,  as  the  enemy  will  un- 
doubtedly attack  us  in  our  weak  state  as  soon  as  a  sufficient 
force  arrives  to  enable  them  to  attempt  it  with  the  least 
probability  of  success,  and  our  safety,  in  a  great  measure, 
depends  on  the  seasonable  arrival  of  the  Militia  from  the 
several  Colonies  who  are  to  furnish  them.  Relying  on  your 
using  all  possible  despatch  in  this  business,  I  remain,  with 
much  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 

To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Governour  of  Con- 
necticut. 

(A  similar  letter  to  the  above  was  forwarded  by  tlie  same  express  to 
Brigadier-ljcneral  If'adsworih,  at  Durham. J 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 

New- York,  June  28,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  By  certain  advices  just  received,  I  am  in- 
formed that  a  fleet,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 


colonel  reed  to  new-jersey  convention. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  28,  1776. 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  General  Washington  I  enclose  you 
a  copy  of  a  letter  received  this  morning,  from  which,  and 
other  advices,  there  is  no  doubt  General  Howe  is  arrived 
at  the  Hook,  with  a  very  large  force.  It  would  be  too  dan- 
gerous a  secret  to  trust  to  a  letter  to  mention  how  inadequate 
our  Army  is  to  encounter  it.  Let  it  suffice  to  say  that,  un- 
less the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  are  taken  to 
throw  a  body  of  men,  well-armed,  into  this  city,  the  most  fatal 
consequences  are  to  be  apprehended.  I  am,  therefore,  to 
enjoin  the  honourable  body  over  whom  you  preside  to  exert 
their  utmost  efforts  at  this  critical  juncture,  when,  in  all  hu- 
man probability,  the  fate  of  our  country,  our  lives,  liberties, 
and  property,  depend  upon  the  spirit  and  activity  that  will 
be  shown  in  a  very  short  time. 

Agreeable  to  your  resolve,  empowering  the  General  to 
call  in  the  Militia,  he  has  written  General  Livingston  for 
that  purpose,  unless  it  appears  clearly  to  him  that  troops, 
under  the  new  establishment,  and  those  well-armed,  can  be 
sooner  procured. 

It  is  a  most  melancholy  truth  that  of  our  little  Army 
at  least  two  thousand  are  wholly  destitute  of  arms,  and  near 
as  many  with  arms  in  such  condition  as  to  be  rather  calcu- 
lated to  discourage  than  animate  the  user. 

No  further  arguments  can  be  necessary  to  gentlemen  of 
discernment  and  lovers  of  their  country,  and  such  have  ap- 
peared to  direct  the  publick  affairs  of  JSew-Jersey  during  this 
tempestuous  scene ;  depending,  therefore,  on  your  utmost 

•  July  2,  1 776. — ^The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  to  whom  was  com- 
mitted the  above  letter,  have  attended  that  service,  and  beg  leave  to  re- 
port, that  letters  be  written  immediately,  according  to  the  form  herewith 
reported,  to  the  several  Committees  appointed  to  expedite  the  raising  of 
the  men  destined  for  ./VVw-I'ort,  desiring  them  to  forward  their  march 
with  all  possible  expedition ;  that  an  answer  be  also  written  to  General 
Washington,  informing  him  of  the  measures  the  Couit  have  taken  to 
raise  the  men  and  forward  their  march  to  J\re-w-  York ;  and  that  these  let- 
ters be  sent  by  express,  and  signed  by  the  President  of  the  Council. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

Per  order;  T.  Ccsaiiro. 
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efforts,  I  am  to  present  his  Excellency's  most  respectful 
compliments. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  Heed. 

To  the  Hon.  Samuel  Tucker,  Esq.,  President,  &c. 


COLONEL    REED    TO    NEW-YORK    CONVENTION. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  28,  1776. 

Sir  :  By  his  Excellency's  directions,  1  enclose  you  a  copy 
of  a  letter  he  received  this  morning.  The  importance  of 
the  intelligence,  and  the  critical  situation  of  affairs,  will 
doubtless  suggest  to  your  honourable  body  the  necessity  of 
paying  immediate  attention  to  those  matters  contained  in  his 
letter  of  yesterday;  and  if  any  further  measures  can  be  taken 
to  forward  the  Militia  expected  for  the  defence  of  this  post, 
that  they  be  immediately  procured.  To  gentlemen  so  zeal- 
ous in  the  publick  cause,  and  well  apprized  of  all  circum- 
stances, arguments  are  unnecessary. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  and  very  hum- 

^^*^  ^'^"^"t'  J.  Reed. 

To  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq.,  President,  &tc. 


An  humble  Petition  to  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress. 

Gentlemen  :  As  I  have  this  day  received  a  copy  of  my 
mittimus  to  this  Jail,  I  come  now  to  supplicate  your  Honoui-s 
with  this  prayer,  that  your  Honours  would  give  me  leave  to 
ascend  into  your  presence,  that  I  may  be  inquired  of,  and 
that  I  may  have  a  right  understanding  of  the  crime  alleged 
against  me,  as  I  suppose  there  is  a  suspicion  of  my  being 
unfriendly  to  my  country;  but  as  for  the  evidences  brought 
against  me,  I  have  never  heard,  and  what  the  crime  is  I 
know  not ;  but  I  was  taken  in  the  South  Bay  of  Long- 
Island  by  the  Riflemen,  and  brought  to  the  Provost  guard, 
and  from  thence  to  this  Jail,  and  have  been  confined  ever 
since.  And  now  gentlemen  may  it  be  your  pleasures  to  grant 
me  the  favour  of  a  hearing  And  as  my  son  was  taken  with 
me  in  my  vessel,  and  a  passenger  named  Ebenezer  Scribner, 
we  all  beg  that  your  Honours  would  be  pleased  to  give  all 
of  us  the  favour  of  ascending  into  your  honourable  presence, 
to  be  inquired  of.  As  I  myself  am  very  poorly,  and  the  pas- 
senger is  under  the  Doctor's  hands  now,  and  as  we  are  in 
a  very  unhealthy  place,  we  rest  very  uneasy,  but  still  sub- 
scribe ourselves  your  humble  petitioners. 

With  submission,  your  most  humble  servants, 

Nathan  Guyer, 
Lazarus  Guyer, 
Ebenezer  Scribner. 
In  New  City-Hall,  New- York,  June  28,  1776. 


THOMAS    ROCHE   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  June  28,  1776. 

Honoured  Gentlemen:  Hope  your  Honours  will  be 

kind  enough  to  see  that  your  petitioner  will  not  starve  for 

want  of  victuals  ;  and  being  ignorant  of  the  crime  laid  to  his 

charge,  begs  of  your  Honours  either  to  discharge  him  from 

his  confinement  or  to  find  him  some  provision  ;  and  in  so 

doing  you  will  lay  him  under  the  utmost  obligation  and  duty 

to  serve.  rri  n 

Ihomas  Roche. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Congress. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony 

of  New- York  : 
The  Petition  of  Charles  Morse,  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  Conveyancer  and  Scrivener,  showeth  : 

That  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities  by  the  Bri- 
tish forces  in  the  American  Colonies,  your  petitioner's  busi- 
ness hath  been  so  greatly  reduced  as  not  to  afford  a  compe- 
tent livelihood  for  himself  and  family,  and  now  is  entirely 
stopped :  Your  petitioner  therefore,  and  inasmuch  as  he  has 
always  been  a  staunch  Whig  and  a  sincere  friend  to  the  cause 
of  American  liberty,  humbly  prays  that  your  Honours  will 
be  pleased  to  appoint  him  a  Commissary  or  a  Clerk,  or  any 
other  station  under  your  Honours,  as  to  you  shall  seem  meet ; 
and  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray,  Sic. 

Charles  Morse. 


ALBANY    (nEW-YORk)    COMMITTEE. 

Albany  Committee-Chaniber,  June  28,  1776. 

Pursuant  to  a  resolve  of  the  last  general  meeting,  the  polls 
of  the  several  elections  held  in  the  respective  Districts  in 
this  County  for  Deputies  to  represent  this  City  and  County 
in  Provincial  Congress,  with  full  power  to  form  a  new  Go- 
vernment, and  the  names  of  the  several  voters,  and  the  De- 
puties they  had  voted  for,  being  carefully  counted,  a  majority 
of  votes  appeared  iov  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Robert  Yates, 
Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  Abraham  Ten  Brotck,  Christopher 
Yates,  Peter  R.  Livingston,  John  James  Bleecker,  Jacob 
Cuyler,  Leonard  Gansevoort,  John  Ten  Broeck,  Matthew 
Adgate,  and  John  Taylor.  This  Committee  do  thereupon 
declare  the  said  persons  to  be  duly  elected  ;  and  that  they, 
or  any  three  of  them,  represent  this  City  and  County  in  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  resolves 
of  said  Congress. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes : 

Matthew  Visscher,  Secretary. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

I-.ebanon,  June  28,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  17th  instant,  enclosing  copies 
of  the  doings  of  the  Commissioners  for  transacting  Indian 
affairs,  and  my  son's,  of  the  2lst,  by  your  leave,  enclosing 
General  Sullivan's  letter,  and  several  of  Colonel  Arnold's, 
are  received.  The  contents  of  the  letters  from  the  Gene- 
rals, though  melancholy,  ought,  however,  to  be  received  with 
that  steadiness  and  fortitude  which  becomes  the  soldier  and 
the  Christian,  who  believes  that  Heaven  will  never  forsake 
the  cause  that  is  just.  I  firmly  believe  our  cause  is  right- 
eous, and  that  we  shall  be  protected  from  ruin,  though  we 
may  be  severely  rebuked  and  corrected.  The  liberty  taken 
by  the  honourable  Commissioners  is  acceptable,  and  their 
requisition  will  be  cheerfully  attended  to  ;  but  apprehend  that 
the  inlistments  already  made  from  the  small  remains  of  Jn- 
dian  tribes  in  this  Colony  will  render  it  difficult  to  raise  a 
company  of  those  people.  You  will  have  further  accounts 
from  me  of  what  can  be  done  in  that  respect  as  soon  as  can, 
on  inquiry,  be  satisfied  what  number  may  be  raised.  The 
two  battalions  raising  here  for  your  department  are  ordered 
to  be  equipped,  mustered,  and  marched,  with  all  possible  des- 
patch, and  no  time  will  be  lost  in  this  preparation.  I  shall, 
agreeable  to  your  request,  order  their  march  on  the  most  di- 
rect road  to  Bennington,  and  so  on  to  Skenesborough,  and 
give  notice  in  season  that  you  may  take  measures  according- 
ly. Their  baggage  will  also  be  sent  agreeable  to  your  in- 
structions. But  few  of  the  troops  raised  in  this  Colony  have 
had  the  small-pox,  which  tends  to  retard  the  inlistments.  I 
wish  to  have  proper  precautions  taken  to  preserve  the  Army 
from  the  infection,  and  the  New-England  troops  from  the 
danger  thereof;  and  that  notice  may  be  given  me  of  the 
measures  used  for  this  end. 

Yours  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Conventions  in  the  Mas- 
sachusetts  and  New-Hampshire  were  forwarded  as  desired. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  -,  rr 

'  J  ONATHAN     i  RUMBULL. 

To  Major-General  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  Have  just  received  intelligence  that  propitious 
Heaven  hath  revealed  a  most  hellish  plot  to  assassinate  our 
General  and  destroy  the  magazine  of  ammunition  at  Neu>- 
York.  Such  wickedness  will  never  be  suffered  to  go  un- 
punished. 

CAPTAIN    BIDDLE    TO    COMMODORE    HOPKINS. 

New-London,  June  28,  1776. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  the  26th  of  June,  in  company  with 
Captain  Hacker,  in  the  Fly,  who  sailed  for  New-York  with 
a  fair  wind  yesterday  morning.  There  are  several  vessels 
here  outward  bound.  Captain  Kennedy,  who  commands 
one  of  them,  showed  me  a  paper  signed  by  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Congress,  directed  to  the  commanders  of  Conti- 
nental or  Provincial  vessels  of  war,  desiring  they  would 
assist  them  in  getting  clear  of  the  land ;  and  another  to 
the  same  purpose,  signed  by  General  Putnam.  As  soon  as 
a  favourable  opportunity  offers,  1  propose  going  out  ahead 
of  them,  and  to  give  them  a  signal  to  return  in  case  1  see 
danger.     Captain  Jones  has,  according  to  your  orders,  gone 
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to  Boston.  I  shall  send  you,  with  this,  the  account  of  stores, 
&c.,  on  board  tiie  Doria,  and  have  ordered  Captain  Jones 
and  Captain  Hacker  to  transmit  you  theirs  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Nicholas  Biddi.e. 

To  Esek  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Con- 
tinental Navy,  in  Philadelphia. 


THADDEUS    BURR   TO    GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL. 

Fairfield,  June  88,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir  :  By  desire  of  the  Authority  and  Select- 
men I  write  you  this,  to  request  that  your  Honour  and 
Council  of  Safety  would  give  us  an  order  for  some  powder 
for  the  use  of  the  battery,  and  to  supply  our  town  stock. 
They  are  of  opinion  that  four  hundred  weiglit  will  do  for 
the  use  of  the  battery  at  present,  and  would  be  very  glad  of 
three  hundred  weight  for  the  town.  We  have  taken  great 
pains  to  supply  the  stock  since  it  has  been  drained  for  pub- 
lick  use,  but  it  is  out  of  our  power,  except  about  seventy 
weight,  for  which  we  gave  a  dollar  a  pound.  We  would 
willingly  purchase  for  the  town,  or  receive  it  in  any  other 
way  that  your  Honour  and  Council  may  think  proper.  We 
are  very  solicitous  to  be  supplied  with  some  as  soon  as  may 
be,  as  we  are  very  destitute. 

I  am,  with  due  respect  and  esteem,  in  behalf  of  the  Autho- 
rities and  Selectmen,  your  Honour's  most  humble  servant, 

Thaddeus  Burr. 
To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull. 

P.  S.  Since  my  return  from  the  Assembly,  I  have  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  Broome,  who  informs  me  that  he 
has  purchased  a  permit  to  transport  stores  to  any  of  the 
French  West-Indies.  I  therefore,  agreeable  to  the  conver- 
sation I  had  with  your  Honour  when  at  Hartford,  now  beg 
you  would  grant  us  a  permit  to  import  from  New-York  one 
hundred  barrels  of  flour,  and  to  export  it  to  some  of  the 
Dutch  or  French  West-Indies  in  the  brig  Liberty,  owned  by 
Burr  &/■  Abel,  Broome  fy  Company,  and  Samuel  Bradley, 
Esquire ;  also  forty  thousand  red  and  black  oak  staves,  and 
twenty  thousand  hoops,  the  staves  to  be  exported  agree- 
able to  the  rules  of  Congress  ;  and  forward  it  to  me  per  first 
post.  I  also  request  of  your  Honour  a  permit  for  Captain 
Stephen  TAorp,  of  this  town,  master  and  owner  of  the  sloop 
Sally,  burdened  about  fifty  tons,  to  transport  from  this  place 
to  Taunton  or  Providence,  five  hundred  bushels  of  Indian 
corn,  five  hundred  bushels  of  rye,  fifty  barrels  of  wheat-flour, 
and  fifty  barrels  of  rye-flour,  as  I  am  informed  the  people 
up  T'aunton  River,  and  round  about  that  place,  are  in  great 
want  of  provisions,  and  from  the  situation  there  is  but  little 
danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy;  and  as  we 
have  a  great  deal  of  corn,  rye  and  wheat  on  hand,  I  can- 
not think  it  will  be  any  disadvantage  to  permit  it  to  go  to 
our  distressed  brethren.  Should  your  Honour  think  proper 
to  grant  the  permit,  shall  take  it  as  a  favour  if  you  would 
send  it  per  post. 

Your  Honour's  compliance  will  greatly  oblige  yours,  m< 

'  Thaddeus  Burr. 


SAMUEL  SMEDLEY  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Brig  Defence,  Boston-Harbour,  June  28,  1776. 
Honoured  Sir  :  After  my  respects  to  your  Honour  and 
family,  I  think  it  my  duty,  as  a  friend  to  my  country,  to  ac- 
quaint your  Honour  of  our  battle  with  the  Scotch  ship  and 
brig.  My  neglecting  this  until  now,  was  by  expecting 
something  of  truth  of  the  matter  would  have  been  mentioned 
in  the  publick  prints  by  some  gentleman  of  this  place,  to 
acquaint  this  continent  of  the  calm  and  brave  conduct  of  our 
worthy  Captain  Harding.  We  sailed  from  Plymouth  on 
Sunday,  the  10th  instant,  in  the  morning.  After  we  got 
out  of  the  harbour,  we  heard  a  brisk  and  continual  cannon- 
ading towards  Boston ;  but  it  being  verv  fog£;v,  could  not 
discover  what  it  was ;  but  expecting  the  fog  soon  to  clear 
off,  we  made  the  best  of  our  way  towards  the  firing,  and  at 
two  P.  M.  the  weather  cleared  off.  Soon  after,  we  dis- 
covered from  the  mast-head  one  large  ship,  a  brig,  and  four 
schooners,  the  latter  making  the  best  of  their  way  from  the 
two.    We  immediately  took  them  to  be  what  we  since  found 


they  are.  The  wind  being  small,  we  did  not  come  up  with 
the  schooners  until  sunset,  when,  by  signals,  we  let  them 
know  we  were  a  friend.  One  of  the  Captains  came  on 
board  of  us  immediately,  and  told  us  the  two  vessels  we  saw 
to  windward  were  two  Scotch  transports,  with  at  least  three 
hundred  men  on  board,  and  that  the  four  eight-gun  schooners 
had  been  attacking  them  ever  since  eight  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  found  them  too  warm  for  them.  Captain  Hardino- 
inquired  of  him  how  many  men  they  had  all  lost.  He 
answered  not  one.  He  told  them  they  had  not  been  near 
enough.  Well,  says  the  Captain,  do  you  try.  Captain 
Harding  answered  him  that  he  had  already  determined 
that,  and  we  made  the  best  of  our  way  towards  them,  and  at 
eleven  at  night  found  them  at  anchor  a  small  distance  above 
where  the  Light-House  formerly  stood.  We  likewise  ran 
close  to  them  and  anchored.  Hailed  them  from  whence 
they  came.  They  answered  from  England.  Captain  Har- 
ding ordered  them  immediately  to  strike.  Tiiey,  like  brave 
soldiers,  refused,  and  immediately  a  very  heavy  fire  began, 
and  at  the  end  of  near  two  hours  we  made  them  surrender, 
without  the  loss  of  one  man  on  our  side  ;  while,  according 
to  the  best  accounts,  we  killed  twenty,  besides  many  wound- 
ed. Tlie  schooners  all  this  while  were  at  anchor,  some  one 
mile  off,  and  some  half  a  mile  ;  but  none  so  near  as  to  draw 
one  shot  from  either  ship  or  brig,  whilst  our  brig  was  within 
twelve  or  fifteen  rods  of  the  enemy,  and  received  all  the  fire. 
I  believe  our  being  so  near  was  a  great  advantage  to  us, 
they  being  so  veiy  high  that  almost  all  their  cannon  shot 
went  over  us. 

I  conclude  by  begging  your  Honour's  pardon  for  troubling 
you  with  this  long,  though  very  true  epistle.  From  your  Ho- 
nour's humble  servant, 

Samuel  Smedley. 
To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull. 

N.  B.  There  is  now  in  the  bay  eight  transports,  with  two 
fj-igates,  supposed  to  be  part  of  the  same  fleet  from  Scotland. 
My  reason  for  mentioning  so  particularly  about  the  above 
schooners  is,  because  they  want  to  share  equally  with  us  in 
the  prizes ;  when  it  is  the  voice  of  almost  all  the  people 
here  that  they,  according  to  right,  siiould  have  but  small 
part,  if  anything,  which  I  suppose  will  be  soon  judged.  Our 
wounded  are  all  likely  to  recover  soon. 


general  lee  to  general  gates. 

Charlestown,  June  29,  1776. 

Mr  DEAR  Gates  :  I  have  just  read  that  the  General  and 
your  Excellency  are  arrived  at  Philadelphia.  My  love  and 
respects  to  the  General,  that  1  shall  send  an  express  to  him 
in  a  few  days,  with  a  minute  account  of  our  situation  and  of 
the  double  repulse  the  tyrant  mercenaries  have  met  with. 
Their  squadron  has  been  roughly  handled — the  Commo- 
dore and  the  Roebuck  dismasted  of  their  mizzens ;  one  frigate 
lost  its  bowsprit,  and  another  (the  Acteon)  blown  up.  Rush 
will  give  you  a  compendious  detail  of  it.  Our  troops, 
though  raw,  behaved  most  nobly;  the  fire  was  extremely  hot 
and  incessant.  Their  tixjops  attempted  to  land  twice,  and 
were  twice  repulsed  by  the  South-  Carolina  Rangers.  Our 
loss  in  the  fort  was  ten  killed,  thirty-two  wounded,  seven 
of  whom  lost  their  limbs,  but  they  encouraged  their  comrades, 
after  the  loss  of  their  limbs,  to  stand  to  the  cause  of  liberty. 
My  two  young  aids-de-camp,  Byrd  and  A.  Morris,  stand 
fire  most  nobly.  Young  old  Jenifer  and  little  Nourse  strut- 
ted like  crows  in  a  gutter.  The  fire  was,  I  assure  you,  very 
hot.  1  am  much  pleased  with  the  troops,  men  and  officers, 
and  really  believe  them  braver  than  the  enemy.  But  I 
would  not  be  understood  that  this  afiair  was  decisive;  it 
was,  most  probably,  only  the  prelude  to  a  more  serious  one; 
the  event  of  which  the  Great  God  of  Battles  only  knows — 
I  mean  the  only  great  and  universal  God ;  not  the  partial 
God  of  the  Jews. 

Enclosed  is  a  return  (I  dare  not  say  the  most  perfect)  of 
our  strength :  apropos,  I  cannot  send  it  just  now,  for  the 
Adjutant-General  (who  is  in  love)  has  forgotten  a  whole  regi- 
ment ;  you  shall  have  it  in  a  few  days.  We  have  about 
five  thousand  men.  If  I  had  a  thousand  lighthorse,  I  could 
protect  these  Colonies  completely.  Urge  the  General  to 
urge  it — I  am  tired  of  writing  on  the  subject. 

Yours,  my  dear  Gates,  ^  j 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  LEE  TO  EDMUND 
PENDLETON,  DATED  CHARLESTOWN,  SOUTH-CAROLINA, 
JUNE    29,    1776. 

Yesterday,  about  eleven  o'clock,  the  enemy's  squadron, 
consisting  of  one  forty-gun  ship  and  six  frigates,  came  to 
anchor  before  Fort  SuUivan,  and  began  one  of  the  most 
furious  cannonades  ever  heard  or  seen.  Their  project  was, 
apparently,  at  the  same  time  to  land  their  troops  on  the 
east  end  of  the  Island.  Twice  they  attempted  it,  and  as 
often  were  gallantly  repulsed.  The  ships  continued  their 
fire  on  the  fort  till  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  The  behaviour 
of  the  garrison,  both  men  and  officers,  with  Colonel  Moultrie 
at  their  head,  I  confess  astonished  me.  It  was  brave  to  the 
last  degree.  I  had  no  idea  that  so  much  coolness  and  in- 
trepidity could  be  displayed  by  a  collection  of  raw  recruits 
as  I  was  witness  to  in  this  garrison.  Had  we  been  better 
supplied  with  ammunition,  it  is  most  probable  this  squadron 
would  have  been  utterly  destroyed.  However,  they  have 
no  reason  to  triumph  ;  one  of  their  frigates  is  now  in  flames, 
another  lost  her  bowsprit,  the  Commodore  and  a  forty-gun 
ship  had  their  mizzen  shot  away,  and  are  otherwise  much 
damaged.  In  short,  they  may  be  said,  in  this  their  essay  on 
South-Carolina,  to  have  been  worsted ;  but  I  presume  they 
will  make  another  attempt. 

Our  loss  is  ten  killed  and  twenty-two  wounded ;  seven  of 
whom  have  lost  their  legs  or  arms.  The  defences  of  the 
fort  have  received  no  injury,  only  one  gun  dismounted.  I 
shall  write,  when  the  affair  is  finished,  a  more  accurate  rela- 
tion to  your  Convention,  and  to  the  Congress.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  think  it  but  justice  to  publish  the  merits  of 
Colonel  Moultrie  and  his  brave  garrison.  Colonel  Thomp- 
son, of  the  South-Carolina  Rangers,  acquitted  himself  most 
nobly  in  repulsing  the  troops  who  attempted  to  land  at  the 
other  end  of  the  Island.  I  know  not  which  corps  I  have 
the  greatest  reason  to  be  pleased  with,  Muhlenberg's  Vir- 
ginians or  the  North-  Carolina  troops ;  they  are  both  equally 
alert,  zealous,  and  spirited. 

I  shall  not  write  to  the  Congress  till  the  operations  of 
the  eneniy  are  brought  to  something  more  like  a  decision. 
If  yoo>  sir,  think  this  short  relation  of  sufficient  importance, 
you  will,  of  course,  transmit  it.  The  frigate  that  was  on 
fire  is  this  moment  blown  up. 


Williamsburgh,  Saturday,  June  29,  1776. 

This  day  Patrick  Henry,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Governour 
of  this  country,  and  a  Committee  appointed  to  acquaint  him 
therewith.  To  which  he  returned  the  following  Answer  to 
the  Convention : 

To  THE  Honourable  the  President  and  House  of 
Convention  : 

Gentlemen  :  The  vote  of  this  day,  appointing  me  Go- 
vernour of  this  Commonwealth,  has  been  notified  to  me  in 
the  most  polite  and  obliging  manner  by  George  Mason, 
Henry  Lee,  Dudley  Digges,  John  Blair,  and  Bartholomew 
Dandridge,  Esquires. 

A  sense  of  the  high  and  unmerited  honour  conferred  upon 
me  by  the  Convention  fills  my  heart  with  gratitude,  which 
I  trust  my  whole  life  will  manifest.  I  take  this  earliest  op- 
portunity to  express  my  thanks,  which  I  wish  to  convey  to 
you,  gentlemen,  in  the  strongest  terras  of  acknowledg- 
ment. 

When  I  reflect  that  the  tyranny  of  the  British  King  and 
Parliament  hath  kindled  a  formidable  war,  now  raging 
throughout  the  wide-extended  continent,  and  in  the  opera- 
tions of  which  this  Commonwealth  must  bear  so  great  a 
part ;  and  that  from  the  events  of  this  war  the  lasting  hap- 
piness or  misery  of  a  great  proportion  of  the  human  species 
will  finally  result ;  that,  in  order  to  preserve  this  Common- 
wealth from  anarchy,  and  its  attendant  ruin,  and  to  give 
vigour  to  our  councils  and  effect  to  all  our  measures.  Go- 
vernment hath  been  necessarily  assumed  and  new  modelled ; 
that  it  is  exposed  to  numberless  hazards  and  perils  in  its 
infantine  state ;  that  it  can  never  attain  to  maturity  or  ripen 
into  firmness,  unless  it  is  guarded  by  affectionate  assiduity, 
and  managed  by  great  abilities, — I  lament  my  want  of  ta- 
lents ;  I  feel  my  mind  filled  with  anxiety  and  uneasiness  to 
find  myself  so  unequal  to  the  duties  of  that  important  station 
to  which  I  am  called  by  favour  of  my  fellow-citizens  at  this 
truly  critical  conjuncture.     The  errors  of  my  conduct  shall 


be  atoned  for,  so  far  as  I  am  able,  by  unwearied  endeavours 
to  secure  the  freedom  and  happiness  of  our  common  coun- 
try. 

I  shall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  my  ofiice  whenever  you, 
gentlemen,  shall  be  pleased  to  direct,  relying  upon  the 
known  wisdom  and  virtue  of  your  honourable  House  to 
supply  my  defects,  and  to  give  permanency  and  success  to 
that  system  of  Government  which  you  have  formed,  and 
which  is  so  wisely  calculated  to  secure  equal  liberty  and, 
advance  human  happiness. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant,  „   .. 

r.  Henry,  Jun. 
Williamsburgh,  June  29, 1776. 


Upper  District  of  Frederick  County,  June  29,  1776. 

Whereas  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judicial  powers  in 
this  Province  are  at  present  exercised  by  the  same  body  of 
men,  the  administration  of  justice  confused  and  unfixed,  the 
places  of  the  most  important  trust  held  by  persons  disaffect- 
ed to  the  common  cause  of  America,  the  transactions  of  the 
Convention  carried  on  in  a  secret  manner,  and  such  parts 
only  published  as  they  may  think  proper,  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  unregarded, 
and  propositions  of  the  utmost  importance  determined  with- 
out consulting  the  people,  and  an  adulatory  address  present- 
ed Governour  Eden,  supplicating  his  interposition  with  a 
people  that  has  hitherto  treated  our  just  petitions  with  the 
greatest  contempt ;  all  which  matters  have  very  much  alarm- 
ed the  good  people  of  this  District,  and  filled  their  minds 
with  deep  concern  for  the  honour  and  welfare  of  this  Pro- 
vince in  particular,  and  the  United  Colonies  in  general,  and 
induced  them  to  publish  the  following  Resolutions,  entered 
into  by  the  two  Battalions  of  this  District,  and  many  other 
respectable  inhabitants  thereof,  on  the  28th  and  29th  of 
June,  1776,  and  which  are  as  follows : 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  present  mode  of  Go- 
vernment in  this  Province  is  incompetent  to  the  exigencies 
thereof,  and  dangerous  to  our  liberties. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
present  Convention  ought  to  be  immediately  dissolved,  and 
a  new  one  elected  for  the  express  purpose  of  carrying  the 
Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  I5th  oi  May 
into  execution. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  we  will  support  the  union 
of  the  Colonies  with  our  lives  and  fortunes. 


MARYLAND    council   OF    SAFETY  TO   CAPTAIN   HINDMAN. 
[No.  52.]  Annapolis,  June  29,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  27th  instant,  per  Mr.  Ander- 
son, the  Council  has  laid  before  the  Convention,  and,  there- 
fore, as  far  as  respects  Mr.  Dickinson  and  others,  requires  no 
answer  from  them.  We  have  enclosed  you  an  order  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  Treasurer  for  one  hundred  pounds,  which  we 
hope  will  be  sufficient  for  the  present.  The  Council  desire 
you  will  furnish  them  with  an  account  of  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  they  have  already  advanced  you  towards 
clothing  the  troops,  &;c.  They  have  determined  not  to  ad- 
vance any  more  money  without  accounts  being  produced  to 
them.     We  are,  he. 

To  Captain  James  Hindman. 


MARYLAND    COITNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    CAPTAIN    HINDMAN. 

[No.  53.]  Annapolis,  June  29,  1776. 

Sir  :  Eoclosed  we  send  you  the  resolve  of  the  Conven- 
tion requiring  the  appearance  of  Messi-s.  James  Dickinson, 
Nicholas  Martin,  William  Thomas,  and  John  Stevens,  before 
them  on  Tuesday  next,  with  which  you  are  desired  to  ac- 
quaint them.  You  will  also  be  pleased  to  send  any  persons 
whose  testimony  you  may  think  material  against  tliem,  and 
also  to  order  up  any  witnesses  whose  attendance  they  may- 
desire.     We  are,  &,c. 

To  Captain  James  Hindman. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    LIEUTENANT    BRACCO. 
[No.  54.]  Annapolis,  June  29,  1776. 

Sir:  We  have  this  minute  received  your  favour  of  the 
26th  instant,  per  Sergeant  Smith,  and  are  much  concerned 


1131 


CORRESPOIVDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  fee,  JUNE,  1776. 


1132 


to  hear  the  small-pox  has  hrokcn  out  among  the  party  under 
your  command.  We  think  it  most  advisable  that  all  the 
men  under  your  command  wlio  have  not  had  the  small-pox 
should  be  immediately  inoculated,  and  desire  you  would 
apply  to  Doctor  Craig  for  that  purpose.  You  will  make 
the  best  bargain  you  can  with  the  Doctor.  All  necessary 
expenses  will  be  paid  by  the  Council  in  behalf  of  the  Pro- 
vince. We  are,  &ic. 
To  Lieutenant  Bennett  Bracco. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  JESSE  HOLLINGSWORTH. 

[No.  55.]  Annapolis,  .June  29,  1776. 

Sir:  As  the  former  request  made  by  the  Council  was 
disagreeable,  as  you  mention  to  us,  to  Messrs.  Lux  8f  Bowlcy 
and  Captain  Woohey,  we  thought  it  most  proper  to  refer  the 
consideration  of  their  claims  and  proposals,  with  all  the 
papers  and  letters  relative  to  that  transaction,  to  the  Conven- 
tion, who  have  concurred  with  the  report  of  their  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  which  we  send  you  enclosed.  You  will 
therefore  make  known  to  those  gentlemen  this  resolution  of 
the  Convention,  and  you  will  proceed  agreeable  to  the  in- 
structions we  have  given  you  respecting  those  cargoes,  and 
you  will  please  to  inform  those  gentlemen  we  will  pay  the 
particular  sums  to  their  order. 

Lieutenant  Moore  has  made  known  to  us  that  there  are 
wanting  for  the  artillery  here  two  hundred  four-pound  balls, 
two  hundred  six-pound  ditto,  and  four  hundred  three-pound 
ditto.  These  are  cast  at  the  Kingsbury  Furnace,  and  we 
request  the  favour  of  you  to  expedite  them  as  soon  as  they 
possibly  can  be  done.     We  are,  &c. 

To  Mr.  Jesse  Hollingsworth. 


TO   THE    PEOPLE    OF    PENNSYLVANIA. 

Every  moment  that  I  reflect  on  our  affairs,  the  more  am 
I  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  formal  declaration  of  in- 
dependence. Reconciliation  is  thought  of  now  by  none 
but  knaves,  fools,  and  madmen ;  and  as  we  cannot  offer 
terms  of  peace  to  Great  Britain  until  (as  other  nations  have 
done  before  us)  we  agree  to  call  ourselves  by  some  name, 
I  shall  rejoice  to  hear  the  title  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, in  order  that  we  may  be  on  a  proper  footing  to  nego- 
tiate a  peace. 

Besides,  the  condition  of  those  brave  fellows  who  have 
fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands  as  prisoners,  and  the  risk  which 
every  man  runs  who  bears  arms,  either  by  land  or  sea,  in 
the  American  cause,  makes  a  declaration  of  independence 
absolutely  necessary,  because  no  proper  cartel  for  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners  can  take  place  while  we  remain  depen- 
dants. It  is  some  degree  of  comfort  to  a  man  taken  prisoner 
that  he  belongs  to  some  national  power — is  the  subject  of 
some  State  that  will  see  after  him.  Oliver  Cromwell  would 
have  sent  a  memorial  as  powerful  as  thunder  to  any  King 
on  earth  who  dared  to  have  used  prisoners  in  the  manner 
which  ours  have  been.  What  is  it  that  we  have  done  in 
this  matter?  Nothing.  We  were  subjects  of  Great  Britain, 
and  must  not  do  these  things.  Shame  on  your  cowardly 
souls  that  do  them  not!     You  are  not  fit  to  govern. 

Were  Britain  to  make  a  conquest  of  America,  I  would, 
for  my  own  part,  choose  rather  to  be  conquered  as  an  inde- 
pendent State  than  as  an  acknowledged  rebel.  Some  foreign 
powers  might  interpose  for  us  in  the  first  case,  but  they  can- 
not in  the  latter,  because  the  law  of  all  nations  is  against  us. 
Besides,  the  foreign  European  powers  will  not  be  long  neu- 
tral, and  unless  we  declare  an  independence  and  send  em- 
bassies to  seek  their  friendship,  Britain  will  be  beforehand 
with  us ;  for  the  moment  she  finds  that  she  cannot  make  a 
conquest  of  America  by  her  own  strength,  she  will  endea- 
vour to  make  a  European  affair  of  it.  Upon  the  whole,  we 
may  be  benefited  by  independence,  but  we  cannot  be  hurt 
by  it,  and  every  man  that  is  against  it  is  a  traitor. 

Repcblicus. 

Philadelphia,  June  29,  1776. 


the  morning  of  the  29th  of  June,  when  standing  for  Cape 
May,  discovered  six  sail  of  men-of-war,  tenders,  Sic.,  making 
towards  him,  as  also  a  row-boat.  The  boat  and  tenders  lie 
soon  after  engaged  and  beat  off,  stood  close  along  shore, 
and  got  assistance  from  Captain  Wickes  and  Bn/ry,  when  it 
was  agreed  to  run  the  brig  ashore,  which  was  done ;  and, 
under  favour  of  a  fog,  they  saved  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  barrels  of  powder,  fifty  arms,  and  some  dry -goods ; 
when  tlie  fog  clearing  away,  Captain  Montgomery  discover- 
ed the  enemy's  ships  very  near  liim,  and  five  boats  coming 
to  board  the  brig,  on  which  he  started  a  quantity  of  powder 
in  the  cabin,  and  fifty  pounds  in  the  mainsail,  in  the  folds 
of  which  he  put  fire,  and  then  quitted  her.  The  men-of- 
war's  boats  (some  say  two,  some  three)  boarded  the  brig, 
and  took  possession  of  her  with  three  cheers  ;  soon  after 
which  the  fire  took  tiie  desired  effect,  and  blew  the  pirates 
forty  or  fifty  yards  into  the  air,  and  much  shattered  one  of 
their  boats  under  her  stern.  Eleven  dead  bodies  have  since 
come  on  shore,  with  two  gold-laced  hats  and  a  leg  with  a 
garter.  From  the  great  number  of  limbs  floating  and  driven 
ashore,  it  is  supposed  thirty  or  forty  of  them  were  destroyed 
by  the  explosion.  A  number  of  people  from  on  board  our 
ships  of  war,  and  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cape  May, 
mounted  a  gun  on  shore,  with  which  they  kept  up  a  fire  at 
the  barges,  which  the  men-of-war,  Sec,  returned,  and  killed 
Mr.  Wickcs,  Third  Lieutenant  of  the  Contineutal  ship  Re- 
prisal, and  wounded  a  boy  in  the  thigh. 


PRESIDENT     OF     CONGRESS    TO    PENNSYLVANIA    COMMITTEE 
OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  June  29,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  sundry 
resolves  respecting  the  further  augmentation  of  the  Conti- 
nental forces.  The  Congress  have  thought  it  expedient  to 
order  a  German  Battalion  to  be  raised,  as  soon  as  possible, 
in  the  Colonies  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  such  manner  as  will  be  most  likely  to  defeat  the 
designs  of  our  enemies,  and  to  promote  the  cause  o(  Ameri- 
can liberty.  I  am,  therefore,  to  request  you  will  exert^your- 
selves  to  carry  the  enclosed  resolves  into  effect  as  speedily 
as  possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania. 


Philadelphia,  June  29,  1776. 
The  brig  Nancy,  Captain  Montgomery,  of  six  three-pound- 
ers and  eleven  men,  from  St.  Croix  and  St.  Thomas  for 
this  port,  with  three  hundred  and  eighty-six  barrels  of  gun- 
powder, fifty  fire-locks,  one  hundred  and  one  hogsheads  of 
rum,  and  sixty-two  hogsheads  of  sugar,  &c.,  on  board,  in 


president  or  congress  to  convention  of  MARYLAND. 

Philadelphia,  June  29,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  resolves, 
which  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  in  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  Congress,  that  they  have  judged  it  ne- 
cessary to  augment  the  Continental  forces  with  a  battalion 
composed  of  Germans,  to  be  raised  in  your  Colony  and 
Pennsylvania,  and  to  be  employed  in  such  manner  as  will 
be  most  likely  to  defeat  the  designs  of  our  enemies,  and  to 
promote  the  cause  of  American  liberty. 

In  order  to  complete  the  Rifle  regiment  at  A'eJ*;- Yor/r,  the 
Congress  have  likewise  determined  that  six  companies  be 
raised  for  that  purpose — two  in  your  Colony  and  four  in  Vir- 
ginia. I  am,  therefore,  to  request,  by  order  of  Congress, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  the  officers,  and  forward  with 
all  possible  expedition  the  raising  the  companies,  agreeable 
to  the  enclosed  resolves. 

The  five  thousand  dollars  your  Delegates  have  received 
of  me  ;  and  enclosed  you  have  their  receipt. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  of  Maryland,  and,  in 

their  recess,  to  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety. 
(Same  to  the  Honourable  Convention  of  Virffinia.) 

PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  June  29,  1776. 

Sir:  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  sundry  re- 
solves respecting  the  further  augmentation  of  the  Continen- 
tal forces.  The  Congress  have  thought  it  expedient  to 
order  a  German  Battalion  to  be  raised  as  soon  as  possible  in 
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the  Colonies  of  Pennsykania  and  Manjiand,  to  be  employed 
in  such  manner  as  will  be  most  likely  to  defeat  the  designs 
of  our  enemies,  and  to  promote  the  cause  of  American  li- 
berty. 

Your  favour  of  the  27th  instant,  with  its  several  enclosures, 
came  to  hand  yesterday.  As  the  Congress  will  not  sit  this 
day,  I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity,  on  Monday, o(  lay- 
ing their  important  contents  before  them. 

The  loss  of  Canada  is  undoubtedly,  on  some  accounts,  to 
be  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  misfortune.  The  continent  has 
been  put  to  great  expense  in  endeavouring  to  get  possession 
of  it.  It  is  highly  probable,  too,  that  our  enemies  will  re- 
ceive additional  strength  of  both  men  and  supplies  from  it. 
Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  mixture  of  good  fortune 
attending  it :  that  our  Army  should  make  so  prudent  a  re- 
treat as  to  save  their  baggage,  cannon,  ammunition,  sick,  &ic., 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  will  afford  a  partial 
consolation,  and  reflect  honour  upon  the  officers  who  con- 
ducted it. 

Considering  the  superior  force  of  the  British  troops,  and 
a  retreat  as  unavoidable,  everything  has  been  done  which 
in  such  a  situation  would  be  expected.  In  short,  I  am  ex- 
tremely glad  our  Army  is  likely  to  get  safe  out  of  Canada. 

I  am  to  request  you  will  please  to  order  Colonel  Stephen- 
son, and  one  other  Field  Officer  of  that  corps,  to  repair  to  this 
city  to  confer  with  the  Delegates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
on  the  most  proper  steps  to  fill  up  the  companies  as  expe- 
ditiously as  possible.  If  there  are  any  subaltern  officers  of 
that  corps  whom  you  can  recommend,  it  is  the  desire  of 
Congress  they  should  be  promoted  in  preference  to  those 
now  to  be  taken  into  pay. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Eleven  o'clock. — I  have  this  moment  received  your  favour 
of  28th,  which  shall  be  laid  before  Congress. 

I  have  also  received,  by  post,  a  letter  from  Brigadier- 
General  Whitcomb,  returning  his  commission,  and  desiring. 
to  be  excused  on  account  of  age  and  a  diffidence  of  not 
being  able  to  answer  the  expectation  of  Congress. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  came  to  my  hands,  which 
I  thought  best  to  transmit  to  you. 

I  am  yours,  John  Hancock,  President. 


THE  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS   OF  NEW- JERSEY  TO  PRESIDENT 

HANCOCK. 

[Read  July  1,  1776.] 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Burlington,  7 
June  29,  1776.      5 

Sir:  This  forenoon  we  received  from  the  Adjutant- 
General  at  New-York  a  letter  informing  of  the  arrival  of 
General  Howe  at  Sandy-Hook  with  a  large  force. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  we  have  this  moment  re- 
ceived from  Colonel  Taylor,  of  Middletown. 

We  have  taken  steps  to  send  forward  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  our  Militia  to  New-York.  Our  shores  are  chiefly 
unguarded,  and  we  are  much  in  want  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, lead  as  well  as  powder. 

When  we  first  ordered  out  our  Militia  we  expected  some 
aid  from  the  flying-camp,  on  this  side  of  the  North  River. 
We  rely,  however,  upon  your  care  and  protection  of  every 
part  of  the  continent,  and  doubt  not  the  most  vigorous  steps 
have  been  taken  for  our  general  safety. 

The  bearer,  Mr.  Hugg,  waits  upon  Congress  for  the  pur- 
pose of  learning  what  assistance  we  may  expect  from  the 
general  plan,  and  in  order  to  procure  ammunition.  The 
two  tons  of  gunpowder,  which  we  learn  was  ordered  for  us, 
we  hope  will  be  sufficient  for  the  present ;  but  if  lead  can 
be  added  it  will  be  of  particular  use,  as  we  know  not  where 
to  collect  a  quantity  of  a  sudden. 

We  are,  sir,  your  most  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  Congress : 

John  Covenhoven,  Vice  President. 

To  the  Honourable  President  Hancock. 

Saturday,  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

Gentlemen  :  1  have  this  moment  received  an  account 
that  a  fleet  of  forty-five  sail  is  now  in  sight,  and  nineteen  sail 


lies  at  the  Hook,  and  a  party  of  men  and  some  liglithorse, 
which  I  make  no  doubt  will  pay  us  a  visit  as  soon  as  con- 
venient to  them.  Our  guard  is  very  weak,  and  not  sufficient 
to  make  any  stand ;  we  therefore  must  beg  your  directions 
in  this  case,  as  no  doubt  many  of  your  House  know  our 
situation. 

I  am,  in  haste,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

George  Taylor. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress,  at  Burlington. 


general    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  July  1,  1776.] 

New- York,  June  29,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  was  last  night  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the 
26th  instant ;  and,  agreeable  to  your  request,  shall  pay  pro- 
per attention  to  the  resolves  it  enclosed. 

I  observe  the  augmentation  Congress  have  resolved  to 
make  to  the  forces  destined  for  the  Northern  Department,  and 
the  bounty  to  be  allowed  such  soldiers  as  will  inlist  for  three 
years.  I  hope  many  good  consequences  will  result  from 
these  measures ;  and  that  from  the  latter  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  men  may  be  induced  to  engage  in  the  service. 

I  should  esteem  myself  extremely  happy  to  afford  the 
least  assistance  to  the  Canada  department,  in  compliance 
with  the  desire  of  Congress  and  your  requisition,  were  it  in 
my  power,  but  it  is  not.  The  return  which  I  transmitted 
yesterday  will  but  too  well  convince  Congress  of  my  inca- 
pacity in  this  instance,  and  point  out  to  them  that  the  force 
I  now  have  is  trifling,  considering  the  many  and  important 
posts  that  are  necessary  and  must  be  supported  if  possible. 
But  few  Militia  have  yet  come  in  ;  the  whole  being  about 
twelve  hundred,  including  the  two  battalions  of  this  city  and 
one  company  from  the  Jerseys.  1  wish  the  delay  may  not 
be  attended  with  disagreeable  circumstances,  and  their  aid 
may  not  come  too  late,  or  when  it  may  not  be  wanted.  I 
have  written,  I  have  done  everything  I  could  to  call  them 
in,  but  they  have  not  come,  though  I  am  told  they  are  gene- 
rally willing. 

The  accounts  communicated  yesterday,  through  Lieute- 
nant Davison's  letter,  are  partly  confirmed,  and,  1  dare  say, 
will  turn  out  to  be  true  in  the  whole.  For  two  or  three 
days  past,  three  or  four  ships  have  been  dropping  in  ;  and  I 
just  now  received  an  express  from  an  officer  appointed  to 
keep  a  look-out  on  Staten-Jsland,  that  forty-five  arrived  at 
the  Hook  to-day — some  say  more ;  and  I  suppose  the  whole 
fleet  will  be  in  within  a  day  or  two.  I  am  hopeful,  before 
they  are  prepared  to  attack,  that  I  shall  get  some  reinforce- 
ments ;  be  that  as  it  may,  I  shall  attempt  to  make  the  best 
disposition  of  our  troops,  in  order  to  give  them  a  proper  re- 
ception, and  to  prevent  the  ruin  and  destruction  they  are 
meditating  against  us. 

As  soon  as  the  express  arrived  last  night,  I  sent  the  let- 
ters for  the  northern  Colonies  to  the  Quartermaster-General, 
with  orders  to  forward  them  immediately. 

When  Monsieur  Wiebert  comes  (I  have  not  seen  him  yet) 
I  shall  employ  him  as  Congress  have  directed.  The  terms 
upon  which  he  offers  his  services  seem  to  promise  some- 
thing from  him.  I  wish  he  may  answer,  and  be  skilled  in 
the  business  he  says  he  is  acquainted  with. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant. 


George  Washington. 


To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


ROBERT  H,  HARRISON  TO  GENERAL  HEARD. 

New- York,  June  29,  1776. 

Sir:  It  being  a  matter  of  much  consequence  to  prevent 
the  Ministerial  fleet  and  army  from  obtaining  supplies  of 
fresh  provisions,  as  was  experienced  during  the  blockade  of 
Boston  by  our  Army,  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency 
General  Washington  to  inform  you  that  he  conceives  it  in- 
dispensably necessary  that  all  the  cattle  and  stock  along  the 
Jersey  and  Statcn-lsland  shores,  and  within  their  vicinity, 
should  be  innnediately  removed  out  of  reach  of  the  shipping 
and  their  tenders. 

His  Excellency,  sensible  of  the  advantages  that  will  arise 
from  it,  requests  you  to  use  your  exertions  to  impress  the 
people  whom  it  will  affect,  and  your  Government,  with  pro- 
per ideas  of  its  expediency  and  importance,  and  that  you 
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will  lake  every  step  in  your  power  to  have  it  carried  into 
execution. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

RoBEKT  H.  Harrison. 

To  Brig.  General  Nathaniel  Heard,  New-Jersey  Militia. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    LIVINGSTON. 

New-York,  June  29,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  Colonel  Reed  left  this,  1  have  received 
certain  information  from  the  Hook  that  about  forty  of  the 
enemy's  fleet  have  arrived  there,  and  others  now  in  sight ; 
tliat  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  the  whole  fleet  will  be  in 
this  day  and  to-morrow.  I  beg  not  a  moment's  time  may 
be  lost  in  sending  forward  such  parts  of  the  Militia  as  Colo- 
nel Itced  shall  mention.  We  are  so  very  weak  at  this  post 
that  I  must  beg  you  to  order  the  three  companies  which  I 
mentioned  in  my  last  for  Slaten- Island,  immediately  to  this 
city.  If  Colonel  Heard  is  the  commanding  officer,  1  must 
request  you  will  lay  my  several  letters  written  to  you  before 
him  without  delay. 

I  am,  sir,  with  esteem,  your  most,  &ic., 

George  Washington. 

To  Brigadier-General  William  Livingston. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO    COLONEL   JAMES    CLINTON. 

New- York,  June  29,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Committee  inform  me  that  no  evidence  has 
appeared  against  Fletcher  Mathews,  and  direct  his  papers 
may  be  delivered  to  him,  which  I  would  have  you  comply 
with  ;  likewise  the  request  of  the  Committees  of  Newburgh 
and  New- Windsor.  1  have  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of 
about  fifty  sail  this  day  at  the  Hook ;  this  is  part  of  a  fleet 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty,  which  left  Halifax  under  Gene- 
ral Howe  the  9th  instant.  Would  have  you  make  all  pos- 
sible preparation,  in  case  the  enemy  should  have  in  view  to 
push  some  of  their  frigates  up  the  North-River,  to  give  tliem 
a  proper  reception. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c.,  George  Washington. 

To  Colonel  James  Clinton. 


abhorrence  of  the  measures  of  that  people,  from  whom  we 
never  wished  to  be  separated,  until  the  multiplied  injuries  of 
our  parent  State  compelled  us  to  seek  refuge  in  a  separate 
Government. 

We  are,  fortunately,  exempt,  as  yet,  from  those  refine- 
ments which,  in  nations  corrupted  by  luxury,  expel  a  just 
sense  of  true  honour,  and  give  birth  to  a  disagreeable  circu- 
lation of  the  foul  incense  of  adulation.  Sensible  that  it  does 
not  become  us,  the  humble  companions  of  your  military  toils, 
to  praise  the  abilities  of  our  Commander,  yet  we  obey  with 
pleasure  the  strong  impulse  of  duty  and  affection  which 
now  urge  us  to  engage  to  live  or  die  by  you,  whom  our 
common  enemies  have  marked  out  as  one  of  the  principal 
obstacles  which  retard  their  progress  towards  despotism,  an 
acknowledgment  than  which  none  can  more  inconlrovertibly 
prove  the  just  sense  they  have  of  your  virtue  and  military 
abilities. 

We  assure  your  Excellency  of  our  firm  attachment  to  the 
rights  of  our  country,  and  the  person  of  our  General,  and 
our  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  those  methods  to  subvert 
the  one  and  destroy  the  other,  to  which  the  viUany  of  our 
enemies  have  descended,  which  would  disgrace  the  annals 
of  the  most  barbarous  nations.  The  wisdom  and  justice  of 
j'our  Excellency's  government  induces  us  to  place  the  high- 
est confidence  in  your  measures  to  bring  to  condign  punish- 
ment the  authors  of  this  horrid  combination,  and  restore  the 
peace  of  our  country  on  a  permanent  basis ;  for  which  pur- 
pose, nothing  in  our  stations  proper  to  be  done  shall  be 
omitted  which  your  Excellency  may  see  fit  to  order. 

By  desire,  and  in  behalf  of  the  several  Regiments  in  the 
Second  Brigade, 

Samuel  H.  Parsons,     John  Durkee, 
Jed.  Huntington,  Samuel  Prentice, 

J.  Ward,  Thomas  Knowlton, 

Joel  Clark,  Samuel  Wyllys, 

John  Tyler,  Levi  Wells. 

Camp  in  New- York,  June  29,  1776. 


To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  Comman- 

der-in-  Chief  of  the  Forces  in  the  service  of  the  United 

Colonies  : 
T%e  most  respectful  Address  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of 

the  several  Regiments  in  the  Second  Brigade,  stationed 

in  and  near  the  City  o/ New- York: 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  When  the  duty  of 
your  station  impelled  you  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  huma- 
nity, which  you  charitably  conceived  could  not  be  entirely 
extinguished,  even  in  that  detestable  parricide  who  had  di- 
rected the  hands  of  those  assassins,  by  whom  our  brethren, 
their  own  brethren,  were  wantonly  massacred  at  Lexington, 
we  felt  with  your  Excellency  the  struggle  you  must  have 
undergone.  The  necessity  of  thus  exhibiting  to  the  view  of 
mankind  the  crimes  of  British  chiefs  was  exquisitely  painful 
to  us,  for  we  still  were  Britons,  and  most  sincerely  wished 
for  a  reconciliation  to  take  place,  remote  as  it  appeared. 

The  early  established  fame  of  Britons  for  generosity  made 
us  believe  that  the  horrors  we  beheld  were  but  the  crimes 
of  individuals  ;  and  we  fondly  hoped  that  a  people  who  had 
the  same  origin,  and  for  whom  we  entertained  a  kind  of  su- 
perstitious reverence,  never  would  be  suddenly  transformed 
into  monsters.  Such  were  the  illusions  we  cherished  with 
singular  complacency,  even  at  the  time  that  the  British 
General,  sporting  with  virtue,  and  the  national  character  of 
Britons,  which  his  enormities  were  loading  with  infamy, 
boasted  to  your  Excellency,  in  language  of  triumph,  that 
"  Britons,  ever  pre-eminent  in  mercy,  have  out-gone  com- 
mon examples,  and  overlooked  the  criminal  in  the  captive." 

We  mourn,  the  national  prejudices  we  have  imbibed  will 
ever  make  us  mourn,  that  those  men  have,  as  a  nation,  far 
"out-gone,"  in  the  Northern  and  Southern  Colonies,  such 
examples  as  have  been  given  frequendy  by  the  most  wicked 
States ;  and  the  execrable  conspiracy,  wherein  the  murderer 
and  the  incendiary  were  engaged  to  destroy  your  Excellency 
and  the  whole  Army,  of  which  Providence  has  led  you  to 
obtain  a  seasonable  discovery,  inspires  us  with  an  inveterate 


JACOB   BLACKWELL   TO    QUEENS   COUNTY    (nEW-YORK)   COM- 
MITTEE. 

New-York,  June  29,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  we  send  you  some  resolutions,  by  which 
you  will  see  that  it  is  determined  that  all  the  stock  in  those 
parts  of  your  County  which  lie  to  the  southward  of  the  ridge 
of  hills  on  the  north  side  of  the  plains,  except  as  is  therein 
excepted,  be  immediately  removed,  either  into  Suffolk  Coun- 
ty or  to  the  northward  of  said  ridge  of  hills.  The  matter 
admits  of  no  delay,  as  the  enemy  are  at  the  Hook,  and  will, 
in  all  probability,  make  a  push  for  them  immediately.  We 
would,  therefore,  earnestly  request  you,  with  the  advice  of 
as  many  Committee-men  as  you  can  conveniendy  consult 
upon  the  occasion,  to  cause  the  said  resolutions  to  be  carried 
into  immediate  execution. 

We  are,  sir,  with  respect,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Jacob  Blackwell. 

P.  S.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Militia,  or  the 
Committee  of  Qtieens  County,  is  requested  to  take  effectual 
measures,  at  the  publick  expense,  to  keep  the  said  stock 
within  the  limits  above-mentioned. 


To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  q/" New- York: 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  General  Committee  of  Tryon 
County,  humbly  showeth : 

That  the  extent  of  this  County  is  very  great,  and  the 
Militia  of  necessity  divided  into  four  battalions ;  that  we  are 
a  frontier,  large,  weak,  and  greatly  exposed  to  the  enemy. 
We  lie  open  to  the  Indian  nations,  and  through  u3  is  the 
passage  to  Oswego,  Niagara,  Oswegatchie,  and  other  parts 
possessed  by  the  enemy.  If  our  Militia  are  to  be  of  any 
effectual  service  to  us  in  this  critical  situation,  it  is  necessary 
we  should  be  under  the  command  of  a  General  Officer  in  the 
County.  Against  the  Brigadier-General  who  is  appointed 
over  this  County,  we  have  no  objection  but  his  distance. 

We  do,  therefore,  earnestly  request  you  will  hear  our  De- 
legates upon  this  subject,  and  appoint  some  General  Officer 
with  as  much  despatch  as  our  circumstances  require.  And 
your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &.c. 

John  Frey,  Chairman. 

Tryon  County  Commiltee-Chamber,  June  29,  1776. 
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COMMITTEE    ON    PRISONERS    TO    JOHANNES    SLEGHT. 

New-York,  June  29,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Provincial  Congress  having  appointed  us  a 
Committee  to  superintend  the  prisoners  of  the  Continental 
Congress  in  this  Colony  and  of  the  Congress  of  this  Co- 
lony, and  that  we  be  authorized  to  employ  proper  persons  to 
furnish  the  said  prisoners  with  rations,  agreeahle  to  certain 
resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  21st  of  May  last, 
and  generally  to  take  care  that  the  said  prisoners  be  properly 
secured  and  disposed  of,  and  treated  with  justice  and  huma- 
nity,— we  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that,  by  this  conveyance, 
we  send  to  your  care,  the  following  officers,  taken  on  board 
a  transport  from  Scotland,  bound  to  Boston,  who  are  prison- 
ers on  parole,  a  copy  of  which  we  enclose  you,  viz:  Cap- 
tain John  Smith  and  Lieutenant  Robert  Franklin,  of  the 
Forty-Second  Regiment,  or  Royal  Highlanders,  (Lord  John 
Murray,  Colonel ;)  Captain  Norman  McLeod,  his  lady,  and 
maid ;  Lieutenant  Rodorick  McLeod ;  Ensign  Colin  Camp- 
bell and  his  lady;  Robert  Boyd,  Surgeon's  Mate;  and  John 
McAlister,  master  of  the  Crawford  transport. 

By  the  resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the 
2 1  St  May  last,  all  officers,  as  prisoners,  are  to  supply  them- 
selves, and  are  allowed  to  draw  bills  to  pay  for  their  subsist- 
ence and  clothing ;  and  if  officers  cannot  draw  or  sell  their 
bills,  the  Congress  (Continental)  will  allow  for  each  of  them 
two  dollars  a  week  for  board  and  lodgings,  to  be  repaid  by 
said  officers  before  they  are  released  from  their  captivity.  No 
tavern-keepers  are  to  supply  any  officers  who  are  prisoners 
on  the  credit  of  the  continent. 

Having  informed  you  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Continental 
Congress  relative  to  officers,  we  doubt  not  those  who  are 
sent  to  your  care  will  conduct  themselves  strictly  agreeable 
to  the  engagements  they  have  entered  into  on  parole.  Not- 
withstanding this  confidence,  we  request  that  you  will  be 
particularly  careful  that  they  do  not  in  the  least  violate  them. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  procure  for  them,  at  their  own  expense, 
good  and  sufficient  board  and  lodgings,  and  see  that  they  be 
treated  with  humanity.  By  the  parole,  the  officers  are  not 
at  liberty  to  correspond  directly  or  indirectly  with,  or  give 
any  intelligence  whatsoever  to,  the  enemies  of  the  United 
Colonies ;  therefore,  all  letters  which  they  may  be  disposed  to 
write  must  be  delivered  to  you  open,  to  be  forwarded  to  us. 

We  are,  sir,  your  most  humble  servants, 
J.  Broome, 

Robert  Van  Rensselaer. 
Johannes  Sleght,  Esq.,  Chairman  Committee,  Kingston. 

P.  S.  There  are  with  the  officers  the  following  persons, 
their  servants:  Daniel  McCoUan,  James  McDonald,  Do- 
nald Martin  and  Norman  Shaw,  servants  of  Captain  Mc- 
Leod, and  Elizabeth  Tullow. 


General  Howe,  with  his  troops  and  fleet,  sailed  from  Hali- 
fax the  lOlh  instant.  No  person  was  allowed  to  leave  the 
town  till  four  days  after.  He  says  the  fleet  consists  of 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  sail,  and  that  they  left  near 
twelve  hundred  sick  at  Halifax. 

As  there  is  a  boat  just  about  to  push  oft"  from  here  for 
New-York,  I  thought  it  would  not  be  improper  to  inform 
your  Excellency  of  the  above,  as  possibly  this  may  reach 
you  before  you  have  any  other  accounts. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Daniel  Tillinghast,  Agent. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


Hartford,  June  S9,  1776. 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  ss. 

In  Committee  for  superintending  Prisoners  stationed  in 
this  Colony : 

Resolved,  That  no  Prisoner  stationed  in  this  Colony,  under 
the  care  of  this  Committee,  whether  officer,  soldier,  or  others, 
may  be  absent  from  their  respective  lodgings  or  homes  after 
it  is  dark  in  the  evening,  on  pain  of  imprisonment.  That  all 
the  prisoners  of  war  who  are  now  boarded  or  billeted  out  in 
the  several  towns  in  this  Colony  (commission  officers  ex- 
cepted) be  permitted  to  go  to  labour  at  their  respective 
trades,  k.c.,  and  to  receive  wages  therefor,  and  likewise  the 
billeting  allowed  by  the  Continental  Congress ;  and  that  all 
such  as  are  able  and  shall  not  choose  labour  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  reduced  to  the  proper  state  of  prisoners,  by  being 
confined  and  subsisted  upon  the  billeting  allowed  by  Con- 
gress. And  that  every  person  who  shall  contravene  or 
endeavour  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  above  resolves, 
shall  be  dealt  with  and  punished  by  imprisonment  or  other- 
wise, according  to  the  demerit  of  his  offence. 

The  above  Resolves  were  passed,  and  are  published  by 

order  of  the  Committee :  t  o         rii.   • 

Jesse  Koot,  Chairman. 


boston  (Massachusetts)  committee. 

In  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection,  and  Safety, 
Boston,  June  29,  1776. 

Whereas  the  keeping  up  a  correspondence  with  our  in- 
veterate enemies  (particularly  the  Fleet  and  Army  now 
employed  against  the  United  Colonies,  or  those  open  and 
avowed  opposers  of  our  rights,  who  have  forfeited  all  title  to 
our  confidence  and  protection  by  seeking  refuge  under  the 
power  which  has  been  long  engaged  in  the  destruction  of 
this  country)  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  laws  of  this  Colony, 
and  may  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences  to 
the  publick  safety : 

All  persons,  therefore,  who  may  arrive  in  this  town  from 
Halifax,  or  any  port  or  place  in  possession  of,  or  infested 
by  our  said  enemies,  are  hereby  directed  to  leave  their  names, 
with  all  the  letters  they  may  bring  with  them,  and  a  memo- 
randum of  their  places  of  abode,  with  some  member  of  this 
Committee,  or  at  the  office  of  Nathaniel  Barber,  Esq.,  as 
soon  as  may  be  after  their  arrival  here.  A  non-compliance 
with  this  requisition  will  be  deemed  evidence  of  an  un- 
friendly design  in  such  person  or  persons  against  the  interest 
of  the  United  Colonies,  and  they  will  be  proceeded  against 
accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  Brown,  Chairman. 


DANIEL    tillinghast    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  June  29,  1776. 

Sir:  By  Captain  Lippit,  of  this  town,  who  is  just  arrived 
at  Boston  from  Halifax,  we  have  certain  accounts  that 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi. 


MESHECH    WEARE    to    JAMES    WARREN. 

Exeter,  June  29,  1776. 

Sir:  By  order  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  this 
Colony,  I  am  directed  to  make  application  to  your  General 
Court  for  the  loan  of  a  few  cannon  and  thirty  or  forty  bar- 
rels of  gunpowder,  and  set  forth  our  distressing  circumstances 
for  want  of  those  articles. 

The  late  alarming  accounts  from  Canada  have  so  threat 
ening  an  aspect,  that  our  settlers  on  the  western  frontiers 
(extending  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  on  Connecticut 
River)  have,  in  many  places,  packed  up  their  most  valuable 
articles  of  furniture,  84c.,  ready  to  leave  their  settlements, 
and  perhaps  some  have  actually  removed.  Many  expresses 
have  arrived,  and  are  now  wailing  for  gunpowder,  but  we 
are  not  able  to  supply  them,  having  lent  the  greatest  part 
we  were  possessed  of  last  summer  to  the  Continental  Army; 
and  unless  we  can  speedily  supply  them,  that  fertile  country 
will  be  evacuated  by  the  settlers,  and  your  and  our  lower 
towns  left  open  to  the  ravages  of  Canadians  and  Indians. 
In  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress  we 
sent  our  Quartermaster  to  Boston  and  the  environs,  to  look 
after  the  cannon,  amounting  to  fifty  heavy  pieces,  carried 
from  us  by  the  Ministerial  troops ;  but,  by  his  report,  none 
could  be  found  that  he  could  challenge.  Our  fortifications 
are  extensive  and  esteemed  strong  on  the  sea-coast  and  har- 
bour, but  have  not  cannon  anywise  sufficient  to  defend 
them  against  a  considerable  force. 

When  our  powder-mill,  which  we  hope  will  be  completed 
in  a  short  time,  can  furnish  us,  we  will  repay  the  powder, 
as  we  have  considerable  saltpetre  on  hand.  Wherefore  I 
desire  you  to  lay  this  before  your  General  Court,  and  most 
earnestly  request  their  assistance  in  the  premises. 

Mr.  Richard  Champney,  the  bearer  hereof,  who  goes  ex- 
press on  this  occasion,  will  wait  the  result  of  your  Assembly 
thereon. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
Meshech  Weare,  Pres't  of  Council. 
To  the  Hon.  James  Warren,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony. 
72 
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MESHECH    WEARE    TO    GENERAL    WARD. 

Exelcr,  June  29,  1776. 

Sir  :  1  am  directed  to  make  application  to  you,  and  set 
forth  the  distressing  situation  of  this  Colony  for  want  of  gun- 
powder. The  western  frontiers  (extending  one  iiundrcd  and 
fifty  miles  on  Connecticut  River)  are  destitute  thereof,  and 
being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  present  accounts  from  Canada, 
have  sent  express  after  express,  who  are  now  waiting  there- 
for. Last  summer,  to  assist  the  Continental  Army  in  their 
necessity  for  that  article,  we  sent  them  fifty-two  barrels, 
which  left  us  but  sixteen  barrels.  Three  vessels,  sent  by 
the  Colony  to  the  foreign  Islands,  brougiit  back  but  fifty-two 
barrels,  part  of  which  stock  has  been  delivered  our  soldiers 
gone  to  Canada,  and  is  considerably  lessened.  The  time 
necessary  to  obtain  an  order  from  General  Washington  to 
deliver  us  the  powder  lent  may  decide  the  fate  of  our  fron- 
tiers, and  leave  open  the  town  settlements  of  your  and  our 
Colonies  to  the  devastations  of  Canadians  and  savages. 
Therefore  we  entreat  you  (in  this  time  of  imminent  danger) 
so  far  to  dispense  with  the  common  method  or  rule  in  such 
cases  as  to  order  the  delivery  of  fifty-two  barrels  of  gun- 
powder to  the  bearer,  Mr.  Champney,  to  be  forwarded  by 
him  to  us,  and  we  will,  without  delay,  send  to  General 
Washington  for  his  order  to  you  for  that  purpose,  which  we 
are  sensible  will  greatly  recover  the  almost  despairing  spirits 
of  our  brethren  in  the  frontiers,  and  be  esteemed  a  favour  to 
the  common  cause,  and  this  Colony  in  particular. 

By  order  of  the  Council  and  Assembly : 

^  *'"'  *^*^-'  Meshech  Weake. 


that  you  would  allow  Mr.  Samuel  Chesters,  one  of  my  Ser- 
geants, who  is  appointed  Adjutant  to  Colonel  Buchanan's 
Battalion,  to  act  still  as  Sergeant  of  my  company. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obliged,  humble  servant, 

Nathaniel  Smith. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


SELECTMEN   OF   WALPOLE    TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE 
OF    SAFETY. 

Walpole,  June  29,1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  alarming  news  from  our  northern  Army 
(which  will  doubtless  reach  you  before  this)  excites  in  us  ideas 
big  with  concern,  when  we  consider  the  defenceless  state 
of  this  part  of  the  Colony.  We  behold  our  wives  and  our 
more  helpless  offspring  as  an  easy  prey  (shocking  thought  I) 
to  savages,  whose  tender  mercies  are  cruelty,  and  this  the 
rather  because  we  have  not  the  necessary  means  of  defence. 
We  of  this  town  have  endeavoured,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  year,  to  procure  a  stock  of  ammunition  against  the  criti- 
cal moment,  besides  what  the  law  had  ordered  for  indivi- 
duals, neither  of  which  could  be  purchased.  We  appre- 
hend there  is  not,  in  this  town,  one  round  of  powder  and 
ball  to  a  man ;  besides,  we  are  deficient  in  regard  of  arms. 
Last  year  the  Selectmen,  upon  a  recommendation  from  the 
honourable  Congress  for  this  Colony,  furnished  the  soldiers 
with  arms,  which  were  detained  in  the  service  ;  that  we  are 
under  worse  circumstances  than  when  the  war  began  ;  our 
guns  are  gone  and  we  have  nothing  paid  us  to  purchase 
more,  if  they  could  be  procured.  Not  knowing  where  to 
purchase  these  necessary  articles,  we  apply  to  you,  as  the 
guardians  of  this  Colony,  entreating  of  you,  by  all  that  is 
near  and  dear,  to  inform  the  bearer,  Mr.  Amos  BabcocJc, 
where  and  by  what  means  he  can  be  furnished  with  a  suffi- 
ciency of  arms  and  ammunition,  at  least  for  this  town. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Walpole, 
your  very  humble  servants, 

Thomas  Sparhawk,  "i 

Eben.  Swan,  >  Selectmen. 

Benjamin  Bellows,  Jun., } 
To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  New-Hampshire 
Colony. 

P.  S.  We  expect  other  towns  will  send  for  military  stores 
by  Mr.  Babcock. 

CAPTAIN    SMITH   TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  June  30,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  wrote  you  the  18th  instant,  by  Mr.  Pow- 
ell, requesting  you  would  appoint  him  my  Third  Lieutenant, 
but  understand  that  he  is  to  have  a  higher  station  in  the 
troop  now  to  be  raised,  at  which  I  am  very  well  pleased, 
as  1  think  him  a  very  deserving  young  man.  I  now  beg 
leave  to  recommend  the  bearer,  Mr.  Robert  Porteus,  as  a 
young  man  the  most  fit  to  fill  the  station  of  any  one  I  know, 
and  assure  you  I  shall  esteem  it  as  a  particular  favour  if  you 
will  appoint  him  my  Third  Lieutenant.     I  must  still  beg 


AMOS    GARRETT   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

List  of  the  Companies  on  the  north  side  of  Deer  Creek, 
in  Harford  County,  formed  and  returned  to  this  Committee, 
viz: 

William  Webb  Captain,  Ignatius  Wheeler  First  Lieuten- 
ant, William  Fisher  Second  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Webb,  Jun., 
Ensign,  and  seventy-four  privates.  Date  of  enrolment,  14th 
day  of  October,  1775. 

John  Patrick  Captain,  Winston  Dallam  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Samuel  Barley  Second  Lieutenant,  Richard  Ward 
Ensign,  and  fifty-five  privates.  Date  of  enrolment  the  1st 
day  o(  April,  1776. 

John  Jolley  Captain,  John  Montgomery  First  Lieutenant, 
James  Wilson  Second  Lieutenant,  James  Thomas  Ensign, 
and  fifty-seven  privates.  Date  of  enrolment  the  10th  day 
of  March,  1776. 

Sirs  :  The  foregoing  companies  are  the  only  ones  form- 
ed since  the  last  returns.  We  expect  a  company  or  two 
more  will  be  formed,  which,  with  one  or  two  more  already 
enrolled,  but  not  yet  formed  in  battalion,  will  make  six  in- 
dependent companies,  situated  so  as  they  may  be  formed 
in  battalion,  which  we  will  report  as  soon  as  they  are  all 
enrolled. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Amos  Garrett,  Chairman  of  the  Com. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

Memorandum  of  Militia  Officers  who  have  not  their  commis- 
sions. 

Samuel  Calwell  Captain,  Thomas  Hutchins  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Joseph  Lexois  Second  Lieutenant. 

James  McComas  Captain,  Benjamin  Scott  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Martin  Preston  Second  Lieutenant,  James  Steel  En- 

Robert  Harris  Captain,  William  Coale  First  Lieuten- 
ant, William  Downs  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  Rcnshaw 
Ensign. 

Bennet  Bussey  Captain,  Joshua  Miles  First  Lieutenant, 
Azeal  Hitchcock,  Jun.,  Second  Lieutenant,  Joshua  Amos 
of  James,  Ensign. 

Alexander  Cowen  Captain,  John  Beak  Howard  First 
Lieutenant,  Samuel  Groome  Osborne  Second  Lieutenant, 
Lambert  Wilmer,  Ensign. 

In  Captain  William  Mc Comas' s  Company  James  Sin- 
clair is  appointed  Second  Lieutenant. 


WILLIAM   ADAMS    TO    MARYLAND    CONVENTION. 

Windsor,  June  30,  1776. 

Sir:  I  wrote  two  letters  to  the  honourable  Convention, 
acquainting  them  that  I  had  received  a  bad  fall  from  a  horse, 
which  had  bruised  and  sprained  my  shoulder  so  much  that 
1  have  not  been  able  to  ride  these  three  weeks,  and  still  con- 
tinue so  painful  that  I  can  scarce  rest  of  nights,  and  if  I 
were  able  1  do  not  think  it  would  be  prudent  to  leave  home 
at  this  time  of  immediate  danger,  when  all  the  country  is  in 
such  confusion,  and  expects  to  be  plundered  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  tenders  now  in  our  Sound,  piloted  and  conducted, 
as  we  believe,  by  our  own  people,  who  are  gone  to  them 
in  great  numbers,  and  from  wliom  worse  treatment  is  ex- 
pected than  from  the  tender-men — as  one  Wallace,  in  Dam 
Quarter,  has  revenged  himself  on  Mr.  William  Roberts,  by 
plundering  him,  and  then  carrying  him  off  on  board  the 
tenders,  tied  hand  and  foot,  as  I  hear  from  authority ;  and 
this  morning  I  hear  they  are  landing  on  Nanticoke  Point, 
and  that  they  have  burnt  Mr.  Samuel  McChestor's  house. 

I  hope,  under  these  circumstances,  the  honourable  Con- 
vention will  excuse  me. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

William  Adams. 

To  the  Hon.  President  of  Convention  of  Maryland. 
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SAMUEL  TUCKER   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  July  1,  1776.] 

Trenton,  New-Jersey,  June  30,  1776. 

Sir  :  At  the  repeated  solicitation  of  Captain  Thompson 
and  Mr.  Alexander  Mac  Culloch,  I  bog  leave  to  trouble  you 
with  their  letter  as  enclosed,  open,  as  from  their  particular 
circumstances  they  call  up  the  feelings  of  humanity. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  an  infirm  old  man,  has  a  wife  and  four 
children,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  has  but  little  to  support 
them. 

Mr.  MacCulloch  lost  his  wife  at  (^ueheck,  has  two  daugh- 
ters left,  and  his  all  is  in  Qtteheck,  as  he  informs  me.  All  they 
seem  to  desire  is,  that  if  an  exchange  of  prisoners  should 
take  place,  that,  from  their  particular  circumstances,  they 
may  be  among  the  first. 

Our  Convention  continue  sitting  at  Burlington,  and  pro- 
pose rising  this  week,  unless  something  of  importance  should 
occur  to  prevent.  I  came  from  thence  this  morning ;  and 
have  the  honour  to  be  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Samuel.  Tucker. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

'  Burlington,  New-Jersey,  June  29,  1776. 

Sir  :  A  current  report  prevails  here  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  cartel  entered  into  between  General  Arnold  and  Captain 
Forster,  an  exchange  of  prisoners  is  like  to  take  place  ;  and 
as  v/e  are  in  another  channel  than  that  of  the  Army,  we  are 
under  some  apprehensions  that  we  may  be  forgotten ;  we 
therefore  have  taken  this  early  method  of  troubling  you,  en- 
treating you  would  be  pleased  to  direct  that  our. names  may 
be  inserted  amongst  those  who  are  to  be  exchanged,  should 
such  a  thing  take  place.  Our  families,  property,  &.C.,  being 
within  the  garrison  of  (^uebeck,  we  hope  your  general  well- 
known  humanity  will  gain  us  your  powerful  weight  on  this 
occasion. 

Please  excuse  this  liberty,  and  we  are,  most  respectfully, 
sir,  your  most  humble  servants, 

Zach.  Thompson,  Captain  Naval  Depi. 

and  Master  Ship-builder  at  St.  Johns. 
Alex.  MacCulloch,  D'y  Com'y  General 
for  the  Province  of  Qtiebeck,  mnde  prisoner  at  Chambly, 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


EDWARD   THOMAS   TO   GENERAL    WILLIAM    LIVINGSTON. 


[Extract.] 


Lebanon  'i'ownship,  Hunterdon  County, 
June  30, 1776. 


Dear  General  :  Being  called  into  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try upon  some  private  business  of  my  own,  and  having  the 
general  good  always  at  heart,  I  have  taken  some  pains  to 
inquire  as  to  the  state  of  the  new  levies,  and,  from  what  [  can 
collect,  I  believe  the  companies  in  this  County  are  not  above 
half  full,  although  some  of  the  companies  have  augmented 
the  bounty  to  eight  pounds  Proclamation  money.  In  Somer- 
set I  believe  it  is  not  much  better. 

There  are  numbers  of  tenants  that  say  if  they  are  taken 
away  at  this  season  of  the  year,  they  may  as  well  knock 
their  families  in  the  head,  for  that  they  will  be  ruined.  At 
a  muster  some  time  past  in  order  to  recruit  men,  one-half 
of  two  companies  came  with  clubs.  Colonel  Johnson  was 
knocked  down  by  them,  and  was  afterwards  obliged  to  re- 
treat. The  same  day  one  of  the  Captains  was  much  beaten 
by  them.  has  been  to  Congress,  and  has  obtain- 
ed an  order  for  taking  them  up.  When  the  Militia  collected 
they  dispersed,  and  several  that  were  called  Tories  have 
.since  appeared  to  be  staunch  Whigs,  and  as  long  as  they 
are  kept  in  fear,  I  suppose  will  continue  such. 

Edward  Thomas. 


general    WASHINGTON   TO    WILLIAM    BURNET. 

New-York,  June  30,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  favour  by  Mr.  Treat,  and  cannot 
but  consider  the  officer  of  Mr.  Franklin's  guard  extremely 
blameable  for  his  conduct.  It  is  certainly  his  indispensable 
duty  to  conduct  Mr.  Franklin  to  the  place  the  Convention 
have  ordered  without  delay.  The  circumstances  you  repre- 
sent, his  letter  to  his  lady,  and  the  whole  complexion  of 
the  case,  afford  a  strong  presumption,  nay,  much  more,  full 
evidence,  that  he  means  to  escape,  if  possible.     He  says  in 


his  letter  "  that  during  his  respite,  the  time  between  his 
writing  and  getting  an  answer  from  Congress,  something 
may  turn  up  to  make  his  removal  improper,  and  at  any  rate 
to  gain  time  will  be  of  advantage."  I  have  written  to  the 
Captain  of  his  guard  upon  the  subject ;  and  as  Mr.  Franklin 
has  evidenced  a  most  unfriendly  disposition  to  our  cause ; 
as  the  Colony  Convention  have  ordered  him  to  Connecticut 
for  refusing  to  comply  with  such  terms  as  they  deemed 
necessary  and  proper  for  him  to  enter  into  to  procure  his 
liberty ;  as  he  does  not  propose  to  sign  the  parole  which 
they  formed,  but  has  proposed  several  alterations, — I  am  of 
opinion  your  Committee  should  interfere  in  the  matter  and 
give  immediate  orders  to  the  officer  of  the  guard  to  proceed 
with  him  in  execution  of  the  duty  wherewith  he  is  charged  ; 
and  further,  if  you  apprehend  there  is  the  least  danger  of 
his  being  rescued,  or  of  the  guard  appointed  to  escort  him 
being  remiss  in  their  duty,  that  your  Committee  should  ap- 
point a  strong  escort  for  the  purpose,  and  direct  them  to  as- 
sist in  performing  the  views  of  the  Convention,  and  conduct 
him  securely  to  the  place  fixed  upon  to  receive  him. 

I  have  enclosed  the  letter  for  the  officer  of  the  guard, 
which,  having  read,  you  will  seal  and  transmit  him. 

I  am,  &C.,  r<  Mir 

'  tiEORGE  Washington. 

To  Dr.  William  Burnet,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Essex 
County,  New-Jersey. 

P.  S.  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  Mr.  Franklin  should  con 
sent  to  give  the  parole  required  by  Convention,  the  officer 
has  no  power  to  take  it  unless  he  has  been  instructed  by 
them  to  do  it,  and  should  not  delay  proceeding  with  him  if 
that  proposition  was  made,  much  more  on  account  of  what 
has  been.  The  letter  he  designed  for  Mrs.  Franklin  should 
be  taken  care  of;  it  may  be  of  service. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  30,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  understand  that  the  Convention  of  New-Jersey  did 
resolve  that  Governour  Franklin  was  an  enemy  to  the  liber- 
ties o[  America,  and  that  he  should  be  conducted,  under  a 
safe  guard,  into  Connecticut ;  and  for  that  purpose  he  was 
committed  to  your  charge.  I  have  this  morning  received 
information  that  you  have  halted  with  him  at  Hackensack. 
I  would  enjoin  it  upon  you  to  set  off  immediately,  and  carry 
the  resolve  of  the  Convention  into  execution.  Delays  are 
dangerous,  and  should  any  accident  happen,  you  never  could 
answer  your  neglect  to  our  much  injured  country.  I  would, 
therefore,  again  repeat  to  you,  that  it  is  my  advice,  immedi- 
ately on  receipt  of  this,  to  set  forward  on  your  journey  with 
Governour  Franklin,  and  make  all  possible  despatch  for  the 
place  you  are  ordered  to.  Governour  Franklin  once  had 
his  choice,  and  chose  Connecticut,  and  it  is  not  for  you  to 
hesitate  on  frivolous  pretences,  but  do  your  utmost  to  execute 
the  orders  you  have  received  in  every  particular. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Captain  of  Governour  Franklin's  guard. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 
[Read  July  2,  1776.] 

New- York,  June  30,  1776. 

Sir:  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  favour  of  the 
29th  early  this  morning,  with  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  honour  me,  together  with  the  resolves  for  a  further  aug- 
mentation of  our  Army. 

The  battalion  of  Germans  which  Congress  have  ordered 
to  be  raised  will  be  a  corps  of  much  service,  and  I  am  hope- 
ful that  such  persons  will  be  appointed  officers  as  will  com- 
plete their  inlistments  with  all  possible  expedition. 

I  shall  communicate  to  Colonel  Stephenson  and  one  of  his 
Field  Officers  what  you  have  requested,  and  direct  them  to 
repair  immediately  to  Philadelphia.  It  is  an  unlucky  cir- 
cumstance that  the  term  of  inlistment  of  these  three  compa- 
nies, and  of  the  Rifle  battalion,  should  expire  at  this  time, 
when  a  hot  campaign  is,  in  all  probability,  about  to  com- 
mence. 

Canada,  it  is  certain,  would  have  been  an  important  ac- 
quisition, and  well  worth  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  pur- 
suit of  it.  But  as  we  could  not  reduce  it  to  our  possession, 
the  retreat  of  our  Anny  with  so  little  loss,  under  such  a 
variety  of  distresses,  must  be  esteemed  a  most  fortunate  event. 
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It  is  true,  the  accounts  we  have  received  do  not  fullj-  author- 
ize us  to  sav  tiiat  we  have  sustained  n6  loss,  but  tliey  hold 
forth  a  [)rohable  ground  for  such  conclusion.  I  am  anxious 
to  hear  it  confirmed. 

I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  you  an  extract  of  a 
letter  received  last  night  from  General  IVard.  If  the  scheme 
the  privateei-s  had  in  view  and  the  measures  he  had  planned, 
have  been  carried  into  execution,  the  Highland  corps  will 
be  ably  and  well  disposed  of,  but  I  fear  the  fortunate  event 
has  not  taken  place. 

In  General  fVard's  letter  was  enclosed  one  from  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Campbell,  who  was  made  prisoner  with  the  High- 
land troops.  I  have  transmitted  you  a  copy.  This  will  give 
you  a  full  and  exact  account  of  the  number  of  prisoners  that 
■were  on  board  the  four  transports,  and  will  prove,  beyond 
a  possibility  of  doubt,  that  the  evacuation  of  Boston  by  the 
British  troops  was  a  matter  neither  known  nor  expected 
when  he  received  his  orders.  Indeed,  so  many  facts  had 
concurred  before  to  settle  the  matter,  that  no  additional  proofs 
were  necessary. 

When  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  you  yesterday,  I  had 
only  been  informed  of  the  arrival  of  forty-five  of  the  fleet  in 
the  morning ;  since  that  I  have  received  authentick  intel- 
ligence from  sundry  persons — among  them  from  General 
Greene — that  one  hundred  and  ten  sail  came  in  before  night 
that  were  counted,  and  that  more  were  seen  about  dusk  in 
the  offing.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  whole  that  sailed  from 
Halifax  are  now  at  the  Hook. 

Just  as  I  was  about  to  conclude  my  letter,  I  received  one 
from  a  gentleman  upon  the  subject  of  calling  the  five  regi- 
ments from  Boston  to  the  defence  of  Canada  or  New-  York, 
and  to  have  Militia  raised  in  their  lieu.  I  have  sent  you  a 
copy,  and  shall  only  observe  that  I  know  the  author  well ;  his 
handwriting  is  quite  familiar  to  me.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
General  Court,  very  sensible,  of  great  influence,  and  a  warm 
and  zealous  friend  to  the  cause  of  America.  The  expedient 
proposed  by  him  is  submitted  to  Congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest 
esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Ward,  dated  Boston,  June  23,  1776. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  information  from  several  priva- 
teers that  eleven  sail  of  transports,  under  convoy  of  a  frigate, 
are  in  the  Bay,  standing  in,  and  supposed  to  be  part  of  the 
Scotch  fleet.  The  privateers  are  all  ordered  out,  and  I  have 
taken  measures  to  secure  the  transports  in  case  they  should 
come  into  Nantasket  Road. 

Watertown,  June  21,  1776. 

General  Washington  :  The  most  important  matters  are 
soon  to  be  decided  by  arms.  Unhappy  it  is  for  the  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  I  fear  for  the  whole  continent,  that  at  this 
season  we  have  a  large  and  numeitjus  Assembly.  More 
than  one-half  of  the  House  are  new  members.  Their  de- 
cisions are  most  afflictingly  slow,  when  everything  calls  for 
the  utmost  ardour  and  despatch.  The  Lord  have  mercy  on 
us !  This  Colony,  I  imagine,  will  raise  the  men  required  by 
Congress  before  snow  falls,  but  in  no  season  for  the  relief  of 
either  New-  York  or  Canada.  Pray,  sir,  consider  what  there 
is  to  be  done.  It  is  my  clear  opinion  that  there  will  not  a 
single  company  move  in  this  Colony  for  either  of  those  places 
this  three  weeks.  I  know,  sir,  it  will  vex  you,  but  your 
Excellency  will  not  be  alone  in  the  vexation.  My  soul  at 
times  is  ready  to  die  within  me  at  the  delays ;  at  others,  my 
blood  to  press  out  of  the  pores  of  my  body.  But  what 
shall  be  the  expedients  ?  I  never  was  good  at  them,  but 
will  venture  to  propose  again  the  same  I  mentioned  in  my 
last :  namely,  that  some  or  all  of  the  five  Continental  Re- 
giments here  be  ordered  to  march,  without  one  moment's 
delay,  to  Canada  or  New-  York,  as  the  exigencies  may  require. 
In  such  case  tliey  must  be  paid  up  their  arrears,  or  nearly. 
In  that  way  you  will,  in  effect,  get  succours  for  New-York 
or  Canada,  or  both,  from  this  Colony.  Our  people  are  so 
jealous  of  their  own  safety  (though  you  know,  sir,  that  I 
judge  them  at  present  in  very  little  danger)  that  they  will 
raise  the  Militia  for  their  own  defence.  I  beg  your  Excel- 
lency to  advert  to  the  proposal  a  moment.  Our  own  Militia 
are  as  good  for  all  the  intents  answered,  or  to  be  answered 
here,  by  these  regiments,  as  they  are.     They  are  much  better 


for  Canada  or  New-  York  than  the  Militia.  They  are  offi- 
cered and  well  armed  ;  the  Militia  to  be  officered,  armed,  and 
equipped.  The  differences  are  too  many  to  be  enumerated. 
If  I  may  say  it,  I  am  astonished  at  the  policy  of  Congress 
in  ordering  more  regiments  liere,  instead  of  ordering  those 
which  are  liere  to  parts  where  they  are  infinitely  more  need- 
ed. But  my  opinion  is  litde  worth  ;  but  such  as  it  is,  I  have 
given  it :  it  may  serve  as  a  suggestion. 

I  am,  may  it  please  your  Excellency,  yours  sincerely. 

GENERAL,    ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  15,  1776. 

(Parole,  Gibraltar.)  (Countersign,  Halifax.) 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  16,  1776. 
(Parole,  Htmover.)  (Countersign,  Ireland.) 

The  Continental  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  come  to 
the  following  Resolution : 

"  In  Congress,  June  10,  1776. — Resolved,  That  the 
pay  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  the  Middle  Department 
be  henceforth  the  same  as  that  of  the  Troops  in  the  Eastern 
Department." 

The  General,  therefore,  directs  that  when  the  pay  abstracts 
for  any  of  the  corps  of  the  Middle  Department  are  made 
out,  the  Colonels,  or  Commanding  Officers  thereof,  will  take 
care  that  the  pay  of  the  men,  from  the  10th  of  June,  be  the 
same  as  those  of  the  Eastern  Regiments. 

The  Brigadiers  are  to  make  themselves  well  acquainted 
with  the  nature  and  situation  of  the  grounds  on  the  North 
and  East  Rivers,  for  some  considerable  distance  about  the 
city,  with  the  best  approaches  to  them,  that  they  may  know 
how  to  occupy  these  grounds  to  the  best  advantage  if  oc- 
casion should  require ;  and  they  are  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
done  by  their  respective  officers  in  turn. 

Great  and  crying  complaints  being  made  against  the  Ar- 
mourers, not  only  for  their  idleness  but  the  deceitful  manner 
in  which  their  work  is  executed,  the  General  does,  in  ex- 
plicit terms,  assure  them,  that  if  any  further  complaint  of 
either  should  be  exhibited,  he  will  punish  them  in  a  most 
exemplary  manner ;  of  this  the  superintendant  of  that  branch 
of  business  is  desired  to  make  them  fully  acquainted. 

Lieutenant  Walker,  of  Colonel  Nixon's  Regiment,  tried 
at  the  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Parsons  is 
President,  on  a  charge  exhibited  against  him  by  Captain 
Butler,  of  said  regiment,  for  "  maliciously  and  falsely  ac- 
cusing him  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  and,  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  procuring  him,  the  said  Captain  Butler, 
to  be  arrested  and  tried  at  a  late  General  Court-Martial,  by 
which  he  was  honourably  acquitted ;"  the  Court,  after  ma- 
ture consideration,  are  of  opinion  that  Lieutenant  Walker  had 
sufficient  grounds  for  exhibiting  a  complaint  against  Captain 
Butler,  and  that  he  is  not  guilty  of  maliciously  and  falsely 
accusing  Captain  Butler,  and  therefore  do  acquit  the  prison- 
er of  the  charge  against  him. 

The  General  approves  of  the  above  sentence  passed 
against  Lieutenant  Walker,  and  orders  him  released  from 
his  arrest. 

Bowers  Layboum  and  Thomas  Perry,  both  of  Captain 
Van  Wyck's  Company  and  Colonel  McDougaW s  Regi- 
ment, tried  at  the  above  Court-Martial  for  "  desertion,"  are 
found  guilty,  and  sentenced  severally  to  be  whipped  thirty- 
nine  lashes  each,  on  his  bare  back,  for  their  respective  of- 
fences. 

Henry  Davis,  of  Captain  Johnson's  Company,  Colonel 
McDougaW s  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  Court-Martial, 
for  "desertion,"  is  found  guilty  of  the  same,  and  sentenced 
to  be  whipped  thirty  lashes  on  his  bare  back  for  said  of- 
fence. 

The  General  approves  of  the  above  sentences,  and  ordei-s 
the  corporal  punishment  to  be  executed  at  the  usual  time 
and  place. 

Lieutenant  Elijah  Oalcley,  of  Captain  Stenrod's  Com- 
pany, in  Colonel  McDoxigaWs  Regiment,  tried  at  the  Ge- 
neral Court-Martial  whereof  Colonel  Nixon  was  President, 
for  '•  assaulting  and  beating,  without  provocation,  one  Miss 
Patterson,  an  inhabitant  of  the  City  of  New-York."  The 
Court  are  of  opinion  that  Lieutenant  Oakley  is  guilty  of  the 
charge  brought  against  him,  and  that  he  has  behaved  un- 
worthy the  character  of  a  gentleman  and  officer ;  and  the 
Court  adjudge  that  he  (Lieutenant  Oakley)  be  cashiered  for 
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said  offence  ;  and  further  order,  tliat  twenty  dollars  be  stop- 
ped out  of  the  prisoner's  (Lieutenant  Oakley)  pay,  (if  so 
much  be  due  to  him,)  and  be  paid,  by  way  of  damage,  to 
Miss  Patterson. 

The  General  approves  of  the  sentence  of  the  Court,  and 
orders  that  the  late  Lieutenant  Oaklet/  do  immediately  de- 
part the  camp. 

Lieutenant  Chapman,  of  Captain  Hale's  Company  and 
Colonel  Webb's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  General  Court-Mar- 
tial  whereof  Colonel  Parsons  is  President,  for  "  disobedience 
of  orders  and  refusing  to  do  his  duty."  The  Court  are  of 
opinion  that  the  charge  is  fully  supported  against  the  pri- 
soner, Lieutenant  Chapman,  and  adjudge  that  he  be  dismiss- 
ed the  Continental  Army  for  said  oflence. 

The  General  approves  of  the  sentence  of  the  Court-Mar- 
tial  against  Lieutenant  Chapvmn,  and  orders  that  he  be 
dismissed  the  service,  and  depart  the  camp. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  17,  1776. 

<Parole,  Philadelphia.)  (Countersign,  LancoBtn:) 

A  detachment  consisting  of  one  Major,  three  Captains, 
six  Subalterns,  nine  Sergeants,  nine  Corporals,  three  Drum- 
mers and  Fifers,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  Privates,  to 
parade  this  evening,  at  six  o'clock,  at  the  Bowling-Green, 
there  to  receive  further  orders  from  Major  Brooks,  of  Colo- 
nel Webb's  Regiment,  who  is  to  take  the  command  of  this 
party. 

Especial  care  is  to  be  taken  that  the  men's  Arms  and 
Ammunition  are  in  good  order ;  each  man  to  have  his  twen- 
ty-four rounds  of  Powder  and  Ball,  and  to  be  furnished  with 
seven  days'  Provisions. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  18,  1776. 
(Parole,  Hancock.)  (Countersign,  Johnton.) 

Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  is  appointed  Adjutant-General  of  all 
the  Continental  forces,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  is  to 
be  regarded  and  obeyed  accordingly. 

Captains  Post  and  Pollard  are  to  make  Returns  every 
evening  to  Colonel  Putnam  of  the  service  of  the  men  under 
their  command,  showing  where  and  how  they  are  employed, 
and  on  Saturday  to  make  a  weekly  Return  of  their  Com- 
panies to  the  Adjutant-General. 

The  Colonels  of  every  Regiment  are  to  see  that  their 
Drums  are  put  in  good  order,  at  the  publick  expense,  after 
which  they  are  to  be  kept  so  at  the  charge  of  the  Drum- 
mers, who  have  extra  pay  on  that  account,  from  which  de- 
ductions will  be  made  if  necessary ;  but  in  case  of  unavoid- 
able accidents,  the  charge  of  repair  will  be  borne  as  hereto- 
fore. 

Peter  Meredith  and  Peter  Bickerstaff,  of  Captain  Led- 
yard's  Company,  in  Colonel  McDougall's  Regiment,  having 
been  tried  by  a  General  Court- Martial  whereof  Colonel 
Parsons  was  President,  for  "  desertion,"  are  found  guilty, 
and  sentenced  to  receive  thirty  lashes  each  ;  which  sentence 
the  General  confirms,  and  orders  to  be  executed  at  the  usual 
time  and  place. 

In  addition  to  the  orders  of  the  14th  instant  made  to  pre- 
vent the  embezzlement  of  the  publick  tools,  the  Quarter- 
master-General shall  cause  all  the  tools,  of  everj'  kind,  be- 
longing to  the  United  Colonies,  or  at  any  time  purchased  for 
them,  to  be  marked  with  the  following  brand  or  stamp : 

CXIII. 
The  Engineers  to  provide  stores  for  securing  the  tools  under 
their  care,  and  such  sentries  placed  over  them  as  they  shall 
find  necessary.  All  Officers  commanding  a  party  or  de- 
tachment from  any  Regiment  on  the  works,  to  be  account- 
able for  the  tools  he  receives  from  the  overseers,  as  he  will 
be  obliged  to  pay  for  all  lost  while  under  his  care ;  and  the 
soldier  who  shall  lose  or  purposely  destroy  any  of  the  tools 
delivered  him  to  work  with,  shall  not  only  have  the  price 
thereof  stopped  out  of  his  next  pay,  but  be  punished  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  his  offence.  And  in  order  that  the 
publick  works  may  not  be  retarded  by  the  several  overseers 
attending  to  deliver  the  tools  to  every  Regiment  before  they 
set  any  of  them  to  work,  (which  may  be  the  case  in  some 
instances,)  therefore,  the  Chief  Engineer  has  leave,  when  he 
finds  the  case  requisite,  to  take  suitable  persons  from  any 
of  the  Battalions  to  attend  the  stores,  and  deliver  and  re- 
ceive the  tools ;  and  when  any  tools  are  out  of  repair,  or 
become  useless,  they  may  be  changed  at  the  Quartermaster- 
General's  store  for  others  which  are   good ;  and  in  case 


other  tools  are  not  wanted,  or  not  to  be  had  in  the  store, 
the  Quartermaster-General  shall  receive  the  defective  tools 
and  discharge  the  Engineer  of  so  many  tools  as  they  do  re- 
ceive. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  19,  1776. 

(Parole,  London.)  (Countersign,  Montgomery.) 

A  working  party,  consisting  of  nine  hundred  men,  pro- 
perly officered,  to  parade  to-morrow  morning  at  six  o'clock, 
near  the  Artillery  Park.  Those  of  Bailey's  and  Reed'i 
Regiments  to  go  to  Paulus  Hook ;  Wylly's  to  Governour's 
Island ;  all  of  the  other  Regiments  to  parade  at  the  Labora- 
tory, and  there  receive  orders  from  the  Chief  Engineer. 

The  whole  of  the  above  men  to  be  furnished  with  one 
day's  provision,  except  Parsons's  and  Arnold's,  who  will 
return  to  their  respective  encampments  to  dinner. 

Brigadier- General  Greene  and  Colonel  Prescott  will  fur- 
nish one  bundled  and  fifty  men  each,  as  a  working  party  on 
Governour's  Island. 

On  the  present  emergency,  all  working  parties  to  work 
till  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  except  such  as  go  by  water, 
who  will  be  allowed  to  leave  work  sooner,  if  the  wind  and 
tide  make  it  necessary. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  20,  1776. 
(Parole,  Gates.)  (Countersign,  Canada.) 

Fifty  men,  one  Captain,  two  Subalterns,  three  Sergeants, 
three  Corporals,  and  one  Drummer,  to  parade  to-morrow 
morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  at  the  Assistant  Quartermaster 
Hughes's,  with  one  week's  provision,  and  there  receive  their 
orders  from  him. 

Five  Carpenters,  to  be  nominated  by  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  out  of  Colonel  Reed's,  Colonel  Bailey's,  and  Co- 
lonel Larned's  Regiments,  to  be  sent  to  assist  the  Wlieel- 
wrights, 

Nathaniel  Powers,  of  Captain  Bowlton's  Company  and 
Colonel  Sheppard's  Regiment,  having  been  tried  by  a  Court- 
jWartial  whereof  Colonel  Parsons  was  President,  for  "  deser- 
tion," was  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  thirty-nine  lashes. 
The  General  approves  the  sentence,  and  orders  it  to  be  put 
in  execution  at  the  usual  time  and  place. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  21, 1776. 

(Parole,  .Albany.)        '  (Countersign,  Bedford.) 

All  Officers  or  Soldiers  belonging  to  either  of  the  Regi- 
ments serving  in  Canada  are  to  apply  immediately  to  Ma- 
jor-General  Gates,  who  will  give  them  orders  for  repairing 
to  their  respective  detachments. 

The  General  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Richard  Cary 
and  Samuel  Webb,  Esquires,  his  Aids-de-Catnp,  and  Alex- 
ander Contee  Harrison,  Esquire,  Assistant  Secretary,  who 
are  to  be  obeyed  and  regarded  as  such. 

The  honourable  Continental  Congress  have  been  pleased 
to  give  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  Aids-de-Camp 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  to  his  principal  Secretary; 
also  the  rank  of  Major  to  the  Aids-de-Camp  of  the  Majors- 
General. 

The  honourable  Continental  Congress  have  resolved,  that 
no  Officer  shall  suttle  or  sell  to  the  Soldiers,  on  penalty 
of  being  fined  one  month's  pay,  and  dismissed  the  service 
with  infamy. 

The  same  honourable  body  have  also  resolved,  that  all 
sales  of  Arms,  Ammunition,  Clothing,  and  Accoutrements, 
made  by  any  Soldier  of  the  Continental  Army,  shall  be  void  ; 
also,  that  the  Baggage  of  Officers  and  Soldiei-s  shall  be  re- 
gulated conformably  to  the  rules  and  customs  of  the  British 
Army. 

The  General  requires  and  expects  a  most  exact  and 
punctual  obedience  to  each  of  the  above  Resolves. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  23,  1776. 
(Parole,  Brummick.)  (Countersign,  Cumberland.) 

Aaron  Burr,  Esq.,  is  appointed  Aid-de-Camp  to  General 
Putnam,  in  the  room  of  Major  Webb,  promoted.  He  is  to 
be  obeyed  and  regarded  as  such. 

Tlie  Quartermasters  having,  in  many  late  instances,  ne- 
glected to  see  detachments  and  working  parties  furnished 
with  the  necessary  quantity  of  Provisions,  the  General  re- 
quires greater  punctuality  in  future ;  and  if  any  further 
neglect  appears  in  this  respect,  such  Quartermaster  will  be 
severely  punished. 
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Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  23,  1776. 
(Parole,  Camkriigt.)  (Counterslgu,  Doichtater.) 

Mutual  complaints  having  been  made  by  the  Armourers 
and  Soldiers  respecting  the  repairing  of  Arms,  the  Officers 
of  the  several  Regiments  are  earnestly  called  upon  to  ex- 
amine their  men,  and  turn  out  all  those  who  can  work  to 
any  advantage  in  the  Armourer's  shop,  though  they  should 
not  be  complete  workmen  ;  and  to  prevent  further  uneasi- 
ness, the  several  Captains  are  to  inspect  the  Arms  of  dieir 
Companies,  and  either  themselves,  or  by  some  persons  lor 
whom  they  will  be  answerable,  have  the  defective  Arms 
sent  to  the  Armourers,  when  the  master- workman  will  give 
a  receipt  for  them,  the  same  Officer  in  like  manner  attend- 
in"  to  the  return  of  the  Arms,  and  to  make  report  if  the 
Armourers  fail  in  their  work.  The  honour  and  safety  of 
the  Army  depends  so  much  upon  a  strict  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  Arms,  that  the  General  hopes  no  pains  will  be 
spared  upon  this  head. 

A  detachment,  consisting  of  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  one 
Major,  six  Captains,  twelve  Subalterns,  eighteen  Sergeants, 
eighteen  Corporals,  six  Drums  and  Fifes,  and  three  hun- 
dred Privates,  to  parade  to-morrow  morning,  at  the  Grand 
Parade,  at  eight  o'clock,  with  their  Arms,  Ammunition,  and 
Blankets,  to  have  four  days'  Provisions,  there  to  receive 
their  orders  from  tieneral  Putnam.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ja- 
cobs and  Major  Colboumc  to  be  the  Field  Officers  of  the 
above  detachment. 

The  Sentries  at  the  Laboratory  and  Artillery  Park  to  be 
doubled  every  night  until  further  ordere.  The  Brigade 
Majors  will  strengthen  these  Guards  with  an  addition  of 
men  for  that  purpose. 

M^or  Trumbull  being  promoted,  Adjutant  Peck,  of  Colo- 
nel Huntington's  Regiment,  to  act  as  the  Brigade-Major  to 
General  Spencer's  Brigade  till  further  appointment  is  made. 

Head-Qaarters,  New-York,  June  24,  1776. 
(Parole,  Dr.dham.)  (Countersign,  Essex.)     ^ 

The  Guard  on  the  Prisoners  at  the  City-Hall  is  to  be 
strengthened  every  night  as  the  last,  so  as  to  make  up  one 
hundred  men,  forty  being  required  from  the  several  Brigades. 

The  General  Court-Martial  now  sitting  to  assemble  at 
the  house  where  the  Provost  is  kept,  till  further  orders. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  25,  1776. 
(Parole,  Epsom.)  (Countersign,  Falkland.) 

The  Militia  Officers  of  the  adjoining  Provinces  who  are 
to  reinforce  this  Army  are,  upon  their  arrival  with  their 
Troops,  to  make  report  immediately  to  the  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral, or  the  Officer  commanding  their  respective  Corps,  who 
is  to  make  report  once  in  two  days  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief. 

The  Adjutant-General's  Office  will  be  removed  this  after- 
noon to  a  small  brick  house,  one  of  the  Offices  belonging  to 
Head-Quarters.  The  Brigade  Majors  are  requested  to  at- 
tend there  punctually  hereafter,  at  eleven  o'clock,  except 
those  at  a  distance,  who  may  send  an  Adjutant ;  but  the 
orders  will  not  be  given  to  any  person  of  less  rank  in  future. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  26,  1776. 
(Parole,  Falmouth.)  (Countersign,  Georgia.) 

Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  honourable  the  Continental 
Congress,  no  certificates  of  expenses  are  to  be  given  in  fu- 
ture by  any  but  Brigadiers,  Quartermasters  and  their  Depu- 
ties, or  a  Field  Officer  on  a  march,  or  Officer  commanding 
at  a  detached  post. 

The  remainder  of  Colonel  Wayne's  Regiment  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Johnston,  are  to  embark  for 
Albany  on  Saturday  next.  The  Quartermaster  is  to  pro- 
vide Vessels  and  the  Commissary-General  Provisions  for  their 
passage.  Colonel  Johnston  will  apply  to  the  Adjutant-Ge- 
neral for  particular  instructions,  and  for  an  order  on  General 
Schuyler  for  Arms  when  he  arrives  at  Albany. 

Colonel  Johnston  is  to  appoint  one  or  more  (as  the  case 
may  require)  diligent  Officers  of  his  Corps,  to  take  charge 
of  such  men  as  are  now  here  belonging  to  the  Regiment  in 
Canada,  and  deliver  them  to  their  several  Colonels  or  Com- 
manding Officers ;  passage  and  provisions  to  be  furnished  as 
above. 

The  Commanding  Officers  of  the  several  Regiments,  whe- 
ther in  camp  or  detached  posts,  are  as  soon  as  possible  to 


return  into  the  Adjutant-General's  Office  the  names  of  their 
several  Officers,  their  ranks,  and  the  dates  of  theit  respective 
Conmiissions,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  forwarded  to 
Congress. 

Joseph  Uulbert,  of  Captain  Park's  Company,  and  late 
Colonel  Larned's  Regiment,  and  JSatlmniel  Thompson, 
of  Captain  Peters's  Company,  Colonel  Read's  Regiment, 
having  been  tried  by  a  Coint-Martial  whereof  Colonel  Par- 
sons was  President,  and  found  guilty  of  desertion,  are  sen- 
tenced to  receive  thirty -nine  lashes  each  on  their  bare  backs, 
which  sentence  the  General  confirms,  and  orders  to  be  exe- 
cuted at  the  usual  time  and  place. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  27,  1776. 
(Parole,  Halifax.)  (Countersign,  Ireland.) 

Several  persons  having  been  detained  by  Sentries,  not- 
withstanding their  having  given  the  countersign  at  night, 
and  others  in  the  day  time  on  the  wharves,  on  a  pretence  of 
their  not  having  passes,  the  General  forbids  such  practices ; 
and  any  Soldier  convicted  of  them  in  future  will  be  pun- 
ished. Officers  of  Guards  to  be  careful,  in  posting  their 
Sentries,  to  make  them  acquainted  with  this  Order. 

After  Orders. — Thomas  Hickey,  belonging  to  the  Gene- 
ral's Guard,  having  been  convicted  by  a  General  Court- 
Martial  whereof  Colonel  Parsoiu  was  the  President,  of 
the  crimes  of  "  sedition  and  mutiny,  and  also  of  holding  a 
treacherous  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  for  the  most 
horrid  and  detestable  purposes,"  is  sentenced  to  suffer  death. 
The  General  approves  the  sentence,  and  orders  that  he  be 
handed  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock. 

All  the  Officers  and  men  off  duty  belonging  to  General 
Heath's,  Spencer's,  Lord  Stirlirig's,  and  General  Scott's 
Brigades,  to  be  under  arms  on  their  respective  parades,  at 
ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  to  march  from  thence  to 
the  ground  between  General  Spencer's  and  Lord  Stirling's 
encampment,  to  attend  the  execution  of  the  above  sentence. 
The  Provost-Marshal  immediately  to  make  the  necessary 
preparations,  and  to  attend  on  that  duty  to-morrow. 

After  Orders. — Each  of  the  Brigade-Majors  to  furnish 
the  Provost-Marshal  with  twenty  men  from  each  Brigade, 
with  good  Arms  and  Bayonets,  as  a  guard  on  the  prisoner  to 
and  at  the  place  of  execution. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  28,  1776. 

(Parole,  Kendall.)  (Countersign,  Lebanon.) 

The  unhappy  fate  of  Thomas  Hickey,  executed  this  day 
for  mutiny,  sedition,  and  treachery,  the  General  hopes  will  be 
a  warning  to  every  soldier  in  the  Army  to  avoid  those  crimes, 
and  all  others,  so  disgraceful  to  the  character  of  a  soldier, 
and  pernicious  to  his  country,  whose  pay  he  receives  and 
bread  he  eats.  And  in  order  to  avoid  those  crimes,  the  most 
certain  method  is  to  keep  out  of  the  temptation  of  them,  and 
particularly  to  avoid  lewd  women,  who,  by  the  dying  con- 
fession of  this  poor  criminal,  first  led  him  into  practices  which 
ended  in  an  untimely  and  ignominious  death. 

Officei-s  are,  without  delay,  to  inspect  the  state  of  the 
Ammunition  which  the  men  have,  and  get  their  Arms  in  good 
order  for  service,  and  strongly  to  inculcate  upon  all  Sentries, 
especially  on  night  duty,  the  greatest  vigilance  and  atten- 
tion ;  the  Soldiere,  on  their  part,  to  be  very  attentive  and 
obedient  to  these  orders,  as  a  carelessness  and  neglect  may 
be  of  the  most  fatal  consequence. 

No  persons  to  be  permitted  to  inspect  the  Works  without 
leave  in  writing. 

The  General  requests  the  Colonels  of  the  several  Regi- 
ments not  to  depend  wholly  upon  their  Officers  in  comply 
ing  with  the  above  order  respecting  the  Arms  and  Ammuni- 
tion of  the  Soldiers,  but  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
matter  themselves,  it  being  at  this  juncture  of  the  greatest 
importance. 

After  Orders. — It  is  not  from  any  distrust  of  the  vigi- 
lance or  spirit  of  the  inferior  officers  (as  he  has  the  greatest 
confidence  in  them)  that  the  General  recommends  to  the 
Colonels  an  attention  to  the  Arms  and  Ammunition  of  their 
respective  Regiments,  but  that  every  Officer,  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest,  when  the  hour  of  attack  seems  fast  approach- 
ing, may  exert  himself  in  this  necessary  duty  ;  and  it  is  par- 
ticularly recommended,  from  the  Brigadier-Generals  to  the 
Ensigns,  to  give  it  the  utmost  attention. 
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Head-Quarters,  New- York,  June  29,  1776. 

(Parole,  Manchester.)  (Countersign,  Norfolk.) 

Ensign  Miller,  of  Colonel  Wyllys's  Regiment,  under  arrest 
for  leaving  his  Guard  at  the  City-Hall,  and  suffering  a  pri- 
soner to  be  absent  from  thence,  to  be  immediately  tried  by 
a  General  Court-Martial.  Notice  to  be  given  to  the  wit- 
nesses to  attend. 

After  Orders. — Till  the  reinforcement  intended  for  this 
department  arrives,  and  some  general  regulations  take  place, 
Brigadier-General  Mifflin  is  to  take  charge  of  the  two  Batta- 
lions from  Pennsylvania,  commanded  by  Colonels  Shea  and 
Magaiv,  but  is  to  remain  in  the  City  of  New-York  till  further 
orders.  Before  him  all  prisoners  and  all  deserters  are  to  be 
carried  for  examination  ;  the  former  he  will  order  to  be  es- 
corted to  such  place  as  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  New-  York  shall  assign,  and  the  latter  to 
have  removed  to  a  distance  from  the  Army,  reporting  to  the 
General  all  extraordinaries.  General  Mijlin  will  also  turn 
his  attention,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  the  Gondolas,  Fire- 
Rafts,  he,  causing  the  work  to  advance  with  all  possible 
despatch,  and  seeing  that  nothing  is  omitted  which  can  com- 
plete and  forward  them. 

Jonathan  Mijlin,  Esq.,  is  appointed  Brigade-Major  to 
General  Mijjlin,  and  is  to  be  obeyed  as  such. 

The  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Militia  from  the  seve- 
ral Counties  are  to  see  that  each  Private  is  furnished  with 
twenty-four  rounds  of  Powder  and  Ball,  by  applying  to 
Commissary  Cheever,  as  fast  as  they  arrive,  and  to  form  them 
into  Battalions  as  early  as  possible. 

Evening  Orders. — As  many  useful  men  belonging  to  the 
Army  have  been  drafted,  and  others  have  been,  hired,  for 
the  different  works  of  the  Camp,  and  as  their  assistance  may 
be  wanted  to  repel  the  enemy,  such  Carpenters,  Armourers, 
Smiths,  and  other  Artificers  as  are  now  under  the  directions 
of  Captains  Post,  Pollard,  Bruin,  Ford,  and  Bacon,  are 
forthwith  to  be  formed  in  a  distinct  Corps,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Jonathan  Brewer  and  Mr.  Parke,  Assist- 
ant Quartermaster-General,  who  are  to  act  (pro  tempore) 
as  their  Colonel  and  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Mr.  Parke  to 
parade  them  on  the  Common,  near  the  Park  of  Artillery, 
at  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.  He  is  to  order  an  ac- 
count to  be  taken  of  their  Arms  and  Accoutrements,  and  to 
form  them  into  Companies  of  fifty,  and  then  report  to  the 
General,  who  will  nominate  such  temporary  Officers  as  will 
be  necessary  to  complete  the  several  Companies.  This 
Corps  to  continue  during  the  present  exigency,  after  which 
they  will  return  to  their  former  employments.  At  the  same 
time  they  are  not  to  be  exempted  from  their  ordinary  duty 
while  under  the  present  arrangement,  except  while  they  are 
arranging  or  called  out  to  action. 

The  Quartermaster-General  to  deliver  to  General  Put- 
nam's order  all  the  Sandbags  in  his  possession.  He  is  also  to 
engage  such  a  number  of  Cart-Horses  in  the  City  as  Colonel 
Knox  shall  think  sufficient,  for  the  use  of  the  Train  of  Artillery, 
and,  with  the  assistance  of  Colonel  Knox,  to  arrange  them  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  confusion  in  time  of  service,  and 
best  answer  the  design  of  employing  them.  He  is  to  pro- 
cure as  many  sound  empty  Hogsheads  as  he  can,  and  de- 
liver them  to  General  Putnam's  order.  He  is  to  procure 
all  the  Row-Boats  and  light  Pettiaugers  in  and  near  this  City, 
and  is  to  station  them,  with  all  other  boats  belonging  to  the 
Army,  and  not  in  use,  in  the  dock,  between  the  Exchange 
Slip  and  Albany  Pier. 

The  Commissary-General  to  lodge  a  fortnight's  Provision 
on  Governour's  Island,  Paulus  Hook,  and  in  all  the  de- 
tached posts.  To  enable  him  to  do  this  with  precision.  Ge- 
neral Putnam  will  furnish  him  with  a  list  of  the  men  in  the 
several  posts. 

The  General  expects  that  all  Soldiers,  who  are  intrusted 
with  the  defence  of  any  work,  will  behave  with  great  cool- 
ness and  bravery,  and  will  be  particularly  careful  not  to 
throw  away  their  fire ;  he  recommends  to  them  to  load  for 
their  first  fire,  with  one  miisket-ball  and  four  or  eight  buck- 
shot, according  to  the  size  and  strength  of  their  pieces.  If 
the  enemy  is  received  with  such  a  fire,  at  not  more  than 
twenty  or  thirty  yards  distance,  he  has  no  doubt  of  their 
being  repulsed. 

The  Brigadier-Generals  to  orderChevaux-de-frise  and  Fas- 
cines, sufficient  to  shut  up  the  sally  ports  of  their  respective 
works,  to  be  immediately  provided  and  lodged  near  the  works. 


Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  30,  1776. 
(Parole,  Pfiltadtlphia.)  (Countersign,  Holland.) 

The  Brigadiers  are  to  order  the  officers  and  men  belong- 
ing to  their  several  Brigades  (not  on  duty)  to  march  from 
their  respective  regimental  parade  to  their  alarm  posts  at 
least  once  every  dhy,  that  they  may  become  well  acquainted 
therewith.  They  are  to  marcii  by  such  routes  as  are  least 
exposed  to  a  fire  from  the  shipping ;  and  it  is  expected  that 
all  officers,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  will  make  them- 
selves well  acquainted  with  the  grounds,  that  they  may  at 
any  time  be  able  to  make  advantage  of, it. 

Upon  the  signal  for  the  enemy's  approach,  or  upon  any 
alarm,  all  fatigue  parties  are  immediately  to  repair  to  their 
respective  corps,  with  their  arms,  ammunition,  and  accou- 
trements ready  for  instant  action.  The  working  parties  in 
no  other  instance  are  to  be  interrupted.  The  finishing  of 
our  lines  of  defence,  and  other  works  expeditiously,  is  a 
matter  of  so  much  consequence,  that  the  General  is  per- 
suaded, from  the  known  zeal  of  the  troops,  that  officers  and 
men  will  stand  in  no  need  of  arguments  to  stimulate  them 
to  uncommon  exertion  upon  the  occasion.  His  anxiety  for 
the  honour  of  the  American  arms,  and  the  noble  cause  we 
arc  engaged  in — not  a  distrust  in  the  officer's  care — induces 
him  once  more,  and  while  time  will  allow  it,  to  recommend 
a  thorough  inspection  to  the  men's  arms  and  ammunition ; 
to  see  that  every  soldier  is  completed  to  twenty-four  rounds, 
and  has  a  good  flint  well  fixed  into  the  lock ;  in  short,  to 
be  well  prepared  for  an  engagement,  is,  under  God,  (whose 
divine  aid  it  behooves  us  to  supplicate,)  more  than  one- 
half  the  battle. 

The  General  desires  that  each  Colonel,  or  Commanding 
Officer,  of  the  established  Regiments,  will  furnish  him  with 
a  list  of  the  vacancies  therein  ;  and  that  the  Field  Officers 
of  those  Regiments  would  recommend  proper  persons  to 
fill  them.  The  Commanding  Officer,  for  the  time  being, 
of  such  Militia  as  shall  arrive  in  this  city  from  New-Jersey, 
Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts-Bay,  is  to  give  in  Returns 
thereof  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  parties  as  they  arrive. 
He  is  immediately  to  discharge  every  man  who  comes  with- 
out arms ;  and  is  to  see  that  all  the  others  are  completed 
with  their  twenty-four  rounds  per  man ;  and  that  they  do 
their  proportion  of  all  duties,  as  will  fatigue  as  other  duty. 

Captain  Josiah  Fay,  of  Colonel  Ward's  Regiment,  to  act 
as  Major  of  the  said  Regiment,  till  further  orders  ;  he  is  to 
be  obeyed  as  such. 

After  Orders. — Twenty-six  thousand  Musket  Cartridge 
to  be  sent  Colonel  Prescott  on  Governour's  Island,  with 
some  Flints. 

The  Brigadiers  to  order  a  circle  to  be  marked  round  the 
several  Redoubts,  by  which  their  officers  are  to  be  directed 
in  giving  orders  for  the  first  discharge.  Small  brush  may  be 
set  up  to  make  the  line  more  distinct  and  familiar  to  the 
men,  who  are  by  no  means  to  be  ordered  to  fire  before  the 
enemy  arrive  at  the  circle. 

The  Countersign,  in  future,  to  be  delivered  by  the  Adju- 
tant-General to  the  Brigade-Majors  and  Adjutant  of  Artil- 
lery, at  six  o'clock  P.  M.,  who  are  to  send  the  same,  sealed, 
to  their  respective  Brigades,  and  to  the  Field  Officers  of 
their  respective  Brigades,  if  required  by  the  latter,  and  to 
no  others. 

Captain  Stephen  Brown,  of  Colonel  Durkee's  Regiment, 
to  go  immediately  to  Newark,  and  apply  for  assistance  in 
procuring  and  fixing  Boats  near  the  Ferries  for  facilitating 
the  passage  of  the  Troops  from  New-Jersey  to  New-  York. 

General  Heath  to  order  the  House  and  Barn  on  Gover- 
nour's Island  to  be  consumed. 


CAPTAIN    SMITH    (pRISOffER)    TO    ROBERT  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

New- York,  June  30,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  mentioned  to  you  yesterday  evening  that,  as  1 
heard  there  were  to  be  some  British  officei-s,  who  are  now 
prisoners  in  this  or  the  neighbouring  Governments,  to  be 
sent  to  Canada,  in  exchange  for  some  officers  of  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  who  are  now  prisoners  there,  I  would  be  ex- 
tremely obliged  to  you  if  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  mention 
to  the  Congress  that  the  officers  of  the  Forty-Second  or 
Royal  Highland  Regiment,  who  are  prisoners  in  this  Go- 
vernment and  Rhode-Island  Government,  would  be  much 
obliged  to  the  Congress  if  they  could  be  amongst  the  num- 
ber of  officers  that  may  be  exchanged.     Lieutenant  Robert 
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Franklin  and  I  are  the  two  officers  of  that  regiment  that 
are  prisoners  in  this  Government,  and  Lieutenant  Harry 
Monroe  and  Ensign  John  Campbell  are  ttie  two  officers 
that  were  carried  prisoners  of  that  regiment  into  Rhode- 
Island,  bv  Captain  Biddle,  of  the  brigantine  armed  vessel 
Andrew  Doria.  I  hope  you  will  be  good  enough  to  excuse 
this ;  and  if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  let  me  know  the 
result  or  answer  of  the  Congress,  1  will  be  much  obliged  to 


you 


1  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 


servant, 


John  Smith, 


Capt.  42rf  or  Royal  Highland  Regiment. 
To  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  or  any  of  the  gentlemen 
appointed  by  Congress  for  the  disposition  of  Continental 
prisoners. 

WILLIAM    BUTCHER   TO    NEW-YOHK    CONGRESS. 

Phillipsborough,  June  26,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  Having  undei-stood  that  there  was  a  num- 
ber of  men  to  be  raised  in  Westchester  County  for  County 
duty;  and  whereas  there  are  a  number  of  men  under  my 
command  that  are  as  well  equipped  as  any  company  in  the 
country,  and  I  think  I  can  say  with  safety  the  best,  and 
the  men  in  general  are  all  willing  to  enter  in  their  country's 
service  if  the  gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Congress  think 
lit  to  employ  them,  as  we  have  heretofore  done  a  great  deal 
of  County  duty  when  other  companies  have  been  left  at 
home,  and  have  never  had  any  satisfaction  for  it,  which  also 
we  never  intend  to  make  any  demand  of;  however,  we  have, 
notwithstanding,  been  very  illy  used,  for  all  the  other  compa- 
nies have  had  powder  and  ball  delivered  to  them,  when  we 
are  left  without  any;  so  gentlemen,  if  you  should  be  in  want 
of  us,  you  may  let  me  know  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  and 
you  may  depend  upon  it  the  men  will  be  ready  almost  on 
the  shortest  notice  ;  therefore,  you  must  send  up  recruiting 
orders  immediately.     From  your  humble  servant, 

William  Dutcher. 


We  would  acquaint  your  Honour  that  we  view  our  present 
situation  to  be  distressing,  and  our  present  hopes  of  relief 
very  uncertain.  We  have  no  orders  for  raising  any  number 
of  troops  for  our  own  defence.  We  are  much  concerned  for 
the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants  in  particular, 
and  the  safety  of  the  country  in  general.  We  are  not  will- 
ing to  breed  any  confusion  by  proposing  a  method  contrary 
to  rule ;  but  are  willing  to  furnish  any  number  of  troops  in 
our  power  on  application.  Should  your  Honour  condescend 
to  suffer  these  matters  to  take  place  in  your  mind,  and  exa- 
mine more  particularly  into  them,  it  is  hoped  your  Honour 
may  give  such  advice  and  encouragement  in  the  premises 
as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  justify,  and  the  favour  shall 
ever  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by,  honoured  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 
Per  order  of  Committee : 

David  Galusha,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq. 


GENERAL   WARD   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  June  30,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  23d  instant  I  received  last  eve- 
ning, and  shall  carry  your  orders  into  execution  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  General  Assembly  of  New-Hampshire  some  time  since 
applied  to  me  for  the  powjder  which  that  Colony  lent  the  con- 
tinent last  summer,  and  I  referred  them  to  your  Excellency 
for  an  order ;  but  since  the  retreat  of  General  Sullivan,  they 
have  urged  the  great  necessity  of  having  the  powder  imme- 
diately for  the  defence  of  their  frontiers,  before  they  can  have 
an  answer  from  your  Excellency;  I  therefore  gave  them  an 
order  for  fifty-two  barrels  powder,  (the  quantity  they  say  they 
lent  the  continent,)  the  Council  of  said  Colony  being  an- 
swerable for  the  same. 

The  man-of-war  and  transports  which  have  been  in  the 
bay  some  days  past  disappeared  yesterday;  since  which  I 
have  not  heard  anything  of  them. 

I  have  enclosed  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry 
respecting  Lieutenant  Merril. 

There  are  near  twenty  vacant  commissions  in  this  division 
of  the  Army.  I  have  ordered  the  vacancies  to  be  filled,  from 
time  to  time,  by  such  men  as  were  thought  most  suitable  to 
do  the  duty,  until  your  pleasure  should  be  signified.  I  men- 
tion this  now,  because  Congress  have  directed  a  return  to  be 
made  to  the  "  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance"  of  this  division 
of  the  Army,  with  the  dates  of  the  commissions  ;  but  I  hope 
to  be  relieved  before  this  return  can  be  made,  as  my  illness 
increases  upon  me. 

I  am,  your  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 


DAVID  GALUSHA  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

New-Hampshire  Grants,  Bennington,  ? 
June  30,  1776.      3 

Sir  :  By  the  bearer.  Captain  Samuel  Herrick,  who  has 
this  hour  returned  from  Crown  Point  as  an  express  from 
this  Committee,  you  will  learn  from  his  own  mouth,  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge,  the  wretched  situation  the  Northern 
frontiers  on  the  New-Hampshire  Grants  are  at  present  in. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  NEW-YORK  IN  RELATION  TO  DISAFFECTED 
PERSONS. 

Die  Sabbati,  12  ho.,  June  15,  1776. 

In  Committee  for  the  hearing  and  trying  disaffected  per- 
sons and  those  of  equivocal  characters,  met  in  the  Assembly- 
Chamber  :  Present,  Philip  Livingston,  Joseph  Hallett,  John 
Jay,  Thomas  Tredivell,  Gouvemeur  Morris,  Lewis  Graham, 
and  Leonard  Gansevoort,  Esquires,  Members. 

The  Members  present  unanimously  chose  Philip  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  Chairman,  which  he  refused  to  accept. 

The  draft  of  a  Summons  was  read,  and  approved  of. 

Ordered,  That  one  hundred  copies  be  printed. 

List  of  suspected  persons  named  in  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  June  5,  1776: 

New-York. 

First  List. 

John  Woods, 
Benjamin  Williams, 
Christopher  Benson, 
William  Bayard, 


William  Newton, 
Linus  King, 
John  Baltres  Dash, 
Henry  Law, 
Theo.  Hardenbrook, 
Samuel  Burling, 


John  Milliner, 
Benjamin  James, 
Theophilact  Bache, 
Peter  McLean, 


Frederick  Rhinelander,    Samuel  Galsworthy, 
James  Coggeshall,  Francis  De  La  Roach. 


Second  List, 
Charles  Nicoll, 
Gerard  Walton, 
Dr.  Donald  McLean, 
Charles  McEvers, 
Benjamin  Hugget, 
William  McAdam, 
John  Cruger, 
Jacob  Walton, 


Oliver  De  Lancey, 
C.  Ward  Apthorpe, 
William  Smith, 
John  Harris  Cruger, 
James  Jauncey,  Jun., 
William  Axtell, 
Goldbrow  Banyar, 
George  Brewerton, 

On  board   ships-of-war  Dutchess-of-Gordon, 
John  Wetherbead,  Captain  Hervey,  John  T.  Ke 


Robert  Bayard, 
Peter  Graham, 
Peter  Van  Schaack, 
And.  Elliot, Collector, 
David  Matthews,  May- 
or, 
J.  Watts,  Jr.,  Recorder. 
Judge  Thomas  Jones. 

&c. — William  Tryon, 
mpe,  George  Berks. 


King's  County. 

First  List. — Theophilact  Bache,  Benjamin  James. 
Second  List. — Augustus  Van  Cortlandt,  John  Rapalye. 

Richmond  County. 

First  List. — Isaac  Decker,  Abraham  Harris,  Ephraim  Taylor,  Minne 
Burger. 

Second  List. — Benjamin  Seaman,  Christopher  Billop. 

Queens  County. 

First  List. 

John  Kendal,  at  Daniel   John  Bodin, 

Thorn's,  Flushing,       Chase,  Jamaica, 

John  Moore,  Sen.,  New-  Jno.  Hulet,  Oyster  Bay , 
town,  Isaac  Denton,  of  Near 

D.  Beatty,  Hempstead,        Kockaway. 


R'd  Hulet,  Rockaway 
Thomas  Cornel,  do. 
Stephen  Hulet, 
Dr;  Charles  Arden, 
J.  Beagle,  Rockaway, 


Gabriel  Ludlow, 
Dr.  Samuel  Martin, 
Thomas  Jones, 
Archibald  Hamilton, 
David  Coldcn, 
Richard  Colden, 
George  D.  Ludlow, 
Whitehead  Hicks, 
Samuel  Clowes, 


Second  List. 
George  Folliot, 
Samuel  Doughty, 
Daniel  Kissani, 
Gilbert  A'an  Wyck, 
John  Willel, 
David  Brooks, 
Charles  Hicks, 
John  Townsend, 
John  Polhemus, 


Benjamin  Whitehead, 
Thomas  Smith, 
John  Shoals, 
Nathaniel  Moore, 
Samuel  Hallet, 
William  Weyman, 
Captain  Thomas  Hicks, 

Rockaway, 
B.  Lester,  Hempstead. 


Westchester  County. 

First  List. 

Frederick  Philipsc,  Peter  Corne,  William  Barker, 

Caleb  Morgan,  Dr.  Peter  Huggeford,     Joshua  Purdy, 

Nathaniel  Underbill,       James  Horton,  Jun.,       Absalom  Gidney. 
Samuel  Merrit,  William  Sutton, 

Second  List. — Solomon  Fowler,  Richard  Morris,  Judge  of  Admiralty. 
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The  Court-room  in  the  City-Hall  of  the  City  of  New-York,  7 
the  10th  day  of  June,  1776.      5 

Mr.  Morris  offered  to  the  Committee  a  draft  of  a  Warrant 
to  be  issued  against  dangerous  persons  described  and  named 
in  the  Resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  5lh  of 
June  instant ;  which,  being  read  and  considered,  was  agreed 
to,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  viz : 


The  Court-room  in  the  City-Hall  of  the  City  of  New- York,  J 
the  21st  clay  of  June,  1776.      y 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  the  agreement  of  yes- 
terday. 

Present — John  Jay,  Esq.,  Chairman,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr. 
Hohart,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Morris,  Colonel  Graham. 

The  Secretary  reported  that,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  this 


In  pursuance  of  certain  Resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  Committee  of  the  19th  instant,  he  liad  on  that  day  duly 

the  Colony  of  New-York  of  the  5th  day  of  June  instant,  we  sworn  Sampson  Dyckman,  the  Messenger  of  this  Committee, 

do  authorize  and  require  you  forthwith  to  arrest  and  bring  faithfully  to  execute  the  duties  and  office  of  Messenger  to 

before  us,  at  the  City-Hall  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  ....  this  Committee. 

,  whose  conduct  hath  been  represented  to  the         The  Secretary  further  reported  that,  pursuant  to  another 

said  Congress  as  inimical  to  the  cause  and  rights  oi  America,  order  of  this  Committee  of  the  same  day,  he  forthwith  de- 

and  who,  if  summoned,  would  probably,  in  the  opinion  of  livered  the  summonses,  made  out  this  day.  to  the  Messenger, 

the  said  (/Ongress,  not  appear,  but  secrete  himself;  to  the  to  be  served;  and  that  he  delivered  the  other  summonses 


end  that  we,  being  the  Committee  of  the  said  Congress,  for 
that  purpose,  by  the  resolutions  aforesaid,  duly  appointed 
and  authorized,  may  inquire  and  determine  in  the  premises. 
And  bring  with  you  then  there  this  warrant. 

Given  at  New- York,  the  .  .  .  day  of  June,  1776. 

Form  of  Summons  for  suspected  Persons. 

Sir  :  By  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  us  by  certain 
resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-  York  of 
the  5th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six,  reciting  that  whereas  there  are  in  this 
Colony  divers  persons  who,  by  reason  of  their  holding  offices 
from  the  King  of  Great  Britain — from  their  having  neglect- 
ed or  refused  to  associate  with  their  fellow-citizens  for  the 
defence  of  their  common  rights — from  their  having  never 
manifested,  by  their  conduct,  a  zeal  for,  and  an  attachment 
to,  the  American  cause — or  from  their  having  maintained  an 
equivocal  neutrality,  have  been  considered  by  their  country- 
men in  a  suspicious  light, — whereby  it  hath  become  ne- 
cessary, as  well  for  the  safety  as  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
people,  (who,  in  times  so  dangerous  and  critical,  are  naturally 
led  to  consider  those  as  their  enemies  who  withhold  from 
them  their  aid  and  influence,)  that  certain  persons  in  the 
said  resolutions  named,  (of  whom  you  are  one,)  who  are 
generally  supposed  to  come  under  the  above  description, 
should  be  summoned  by  a  certain  Committee,  to  show  cause, 
if  any  they  have,  why  they  should  be  considered  as  friends 
to  the  American  cause,  and  as  of  the  number  of  those  who 
are  ready  to  risk  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  defence  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  America  against  the  usurpation,  unjust 
claims,  and  cruel  oppressions  of  the  British  Parliament; 
which  rights  and  liberties,  and  which  unjust  claims  and  cruel 
oppressions,  are  specified  and  stated  in  divers  Addresses, 
Petitions,  and  Remonstrances  of  the  present  andJate  Con- 
tinental Congresses ;  and  directing  certain  proceedings  in  the 
said  resolutions  specified  to  be  by  the  said  Committee  had 
against  such  of  the  said  persons  as  the  said  Committee  shall 
not  adjudge  and  determine  to  be  friends  to  the  American 
cause : 

We  do,  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  Resolutions, 

summon  you  to  appear  before  us  at ,  on  the 

....  day  of ,  at  .  .  .  .  o'clock  in  the 

.  .  .  noon  of  the  said  day,  to  show  cause  (if  any  you  have) 
why  you  should  be  considered  as  a  friend  to  the  American 
cause,  and  of  the  number  of  those  who  are  ready  to  risk 
their  lives  and  fortunes  in  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  America,  against  the  usurpation,  unjust  claims,  and  cruel 
oppressions  of  the  British  Parliament ;  which  rights  and 
liberties,  and  which  unjust  claims  and  cruel  oppressions,  are, 
as  aforesaid,  specified  and  stated  in  divers  Addresses,  Peti- 
tions and  Resolutions  of  the  present  and  late  Continental 
Congresses. 

Dated  the  ...  .  day  of 1776. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Harris  Cruger. 

The  Committee  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten 
o'clock,  to  meet  at  the  same  place. 

The  Court-room  in  the  City-Hall  of  the  City  of  New- York,? 
the  20th  day  of  June,  1776.      5 

Certain  Members  of  the  Committee  being  obliged  to  at- 
tend to  other  business  imposed  on  them  by  the  House,  the 
Committee  did  not  meet,  but  several  of  the  Members  agreed 
to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
at  the  same  place. 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi. 


to  the  Messenger  yesterday  morning,  when  the  said  Messen- 
ger informed  him  that  William  McAdam,  to  whom  one  of  the 
first-mentioned  summonses  was  directed,  was  absent  from 
home,  and,  as  the  Messenger  was  informed  by  Mrs.  Mc- 
Adam,  gone  to  a  distant  part  of  New-Jersey,  from  whence 
it  was  uncertain  when  he  would  return ;  and  that  he  de- 
livered the  said  summons  to  Mrs.  McAdam. 

That  the  Messenger  further  informed  him  that  he  had 
delivered  the  summons  directed  to  Oliver  De  Lancey,  Esq., 
to  his  wife,  Mr.  D.  L.  being,  as  she  informed  him,  gone 
from  home  ;  and  that  he  had  delivered  the  summons  directed 
to  Mr.  Apthorpe  and  Mr.  Robert  Bayard  to  themselves,  re- 
spectively. 

That  he  had  not  served  the  summons  directed  to  George 
Brewerton,  he  being  (with  his  family)  out  of  town. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  out  a  number  of 
blank  Warrants,  in  the  form  directed  by  this  Committee  on 
the  19th  day  o{  June  instant. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hubbard  and  Colonel  Graham  pre- 
pare the  draft  of  a  Warrant  proper  to  be  issued  against  such 
persons  of  equivocal  character  as  may  neglect  or  refuse  to 
appear  on  summons ;  and  also  of  a  summons  proper  to  be 
issued  to  persons  supposed  to  be  inimical  and  dangerous  to 
the  cause  of  America. 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning,  to  meet  at  the  same  place. 

Examination  of  William  Leary. 

William  Leary  says  that  he  came  hither  last  Monday, 
about  ten  o'clock,  in  pursuit  of  William  Benjamin,  a  work- 
man of  Mr.  Erskine,  who  had  run  away  from  Bigwood 
Iron-woiks.  He  found  the  said  Benjamin  at  the  house  of 
one  Forbes,  at  the  sign  o(  Robin  Hood.  After  taking  him, 
Forbes  ran  and  got  a  pistol  for  Benjamin  to  defend  himself, 
and  examinant  took  hold  of  Benjamin  and  prevented  him 
from  using  the  said  pistol.  Examinant  carried  the  said 
Benjamin  to  Paulus-Hook  Ferry,  who  was  there  rescued 
by  Sergeant  Cornet,  of  Captain  Roosevelt's  Company,  and 
by  the  said  Captain  inlisted.  Examinant  then  met  James 
Mason,  one  of  the  workmen  of  Mr.  Erskine,  who  had  some 
time  ago  been  discharged.  James  Mason  asked  examinant 
if  he  did  not  want  to  see  James  Ramsay,  Christopher  Wyley, 
and  George  Gammel.  Examinant  said  yes.  James  Mason 
said  examinant  might  see  them  if  he  would  take  an  oath 
that  he  did  not  come  to  take  them  up ;  which  examinant 
refused,  saying  he  would,  nevertheless,  be  glad  to  see  them. 
Mason  asked  examinant  if  he  had  run  away ;  who  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative.  Mason  then  asked  what  exami- 
nant would  do  with  himself,  and  whether  he  would  do  as  he 
and  the  rest  of  them  had  done.  Examinant  asked  what 
that  was.  Mason  said  he  must  go  and  be  qualified,  and 
then  he  would  tell  him.  Examinant  agreed  to  be  qualified ; 
but  asked  on  what  foundation  ?  Mason  told  him  he  was  to 
swear  before  a  gentleman  in  this  town  to  go  on  board  of  the 
man-of-war;  that  he  (Mason)  and  his  companions  had  so 
sworn,  and  were  to  receive  wages  and  provisions  until  they 
should  be  able  to  get  there.  Examinant  asked  who  the 
gentleman  was  that  swore  them.  Mason  replied  it  was  a 
"  gentleman  employed  by  the  Mayor  or  Governour  of  the  town ; 
but  the  examinant  thinks  it  was  the  Mayor  who  swore  them 
and  found  provisions  for  them  until  they  had  an  opportunity 
to  get  on  board  the  man-of-war.  Mason  then  conducted 
examinant  to  the  house  where  George  Gammel,  James 
Ramsay,  and  Christopher  Wyley  lived.     This  bouse  is  a 
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Scotchman's,  just  below  the  Jews'  Synagogue,  a  private 
house ;  does  not  know  the  man's  name.  When  examinant 
came  in,  George  Gammcl  asked  him  if  he  was  in  pursuit  of 
them ;  who  answered  in  the  negative.  George  Gammcl 
then  said,  Did  you  come  away  in  the  same  manner  as  we 
did  ?  Examinant  said  yes.  Gammcl  then  said,  we  will  have 
a  drink  together.  Gammel  said  he  would  divulge  his  mind 
to  examinant  if  examinant  would  be  true  to  him.  Exami- 
nant answered,  '  I  will  be  as  true  to  you  as  you  are  to  me.' 
Gammel  then  took  examinant  aside,  and  asked  when  he 
would  go  on  board  of  the  man-of-war.  Examinant  said  he 
did  not  know,  but  would  take  the  first  good  opportunity. 
Asked  examinant  if  he  wanted  a  pass.  Examinant  said  he 
had  a  pass  sufficient  for  him  to  go  as  far  as  he  wanted. 
Gammcl  brought  to  examinant  a  person  to  give  him  a  pass, 
whom  examinant  does  not  know,  but  believes  he  should 
know  him  again  if  he  were  to  see  him.  Examinant  said  he 
wanted  to  see  the  New-England  encampment,  to  see  one 
Amos  Hutchins,  a  Captain  ;  intending  to  decoy  them  thither, 
and  have  them  apprehended.  When  examinant  had  got 
about  half  way  up  the  Broadway,  they  discovered  his  pistols, 
and  would  have  fled,  thinking,  as  examinant  supposes,  that 
he  meant  to  take  them  up.  James  Ramsay  and  Christopher 
Wyley  ran  off.  Examinant  pursued  and  caught  James 
Ramsay.  They  then  gathered  together,  and  asked  exami- 
nant why  he  carried  pistols ;  who  replied  that  they  were 
for  his  defence,  until  with  them  he  could  get  on  board  of  the 
man-of-war.  They  being  then  suspicious,  turned  back  ;  but 
examinant  first  asked  George  Gammel  when  he  intended  to 
go  on  board  of  the  man-of-war,  and  how.  Gammel  an- 
swered, '  I  intend  to  leave  town  this  night,  and  go  to  Long- 
Island,  and  get  from  thence  to  the  man-of-war ;'  but  whether 
to  get  a  person  to  put  him  on  board,  or  to  steal  a  boat  or 
canoe,  this  examinant  is  not  certain.  Gammel  then  said  the 
gentleman  who  was  employed  by  the  Mayor  had  desired 
them  not  to  be  seen  more  than  two  together.  The  gentle- 
man had  further  told  him  the  Riflemen  were  so  thick  on 
Long-Island  as  to  prevent  him  from  getting  on  board  until 
a  more  convenient  opportunity;  and  perhaps  they  might  not 
get  on  board  until  General  Howe  arrived  with  his  fleet. 
They  expected  a  large  body  of  men  to  join  them  from  Go- 
shen, and  they  were  to  get  on  board  with  the  utmost  despatch 

after  General  Howe's  arrival.  -.ir  r 

William  Leaky. 

Examined  by,  and  sworn  the  20th  of  June,  1776,  be- 
fore us :  T         T 

John  Jay, 

GoUVERNEUR  MoRRIS. 

Examination  of  James  Mason. 
James  Mason  says :  About  two  weeks  and  a  half  *go  a 
man  took  his  qualification  that  he  would  not  divulge  any- 
thing about  the  business  he  was  then  upon.  When  he  went 
up  to  Goshen  from  Kingswood,  about  five  weeks  ago,  to  look 
for  a  place  as  a  miller,  he  saw  a  man  who  had  been  four 
days  on  board  the  man-of-war,  by  name  William  Forbes,  a 
tanner  and  currier  by  trade;  that  as  you  go  up  the  Broad- 
way you  come  to  the  street  in  which  is  tlie  Oswego  market, 
opposite  to  the  south  side  of  which,  four  doors  from  the  cor- 
ner of  the  Broadway,  lives  one  Lowrie,  a  tavern-keeper,  a 
fat  man,  who  wears  a  blue  coat,  and  that  he  hath  frequently 
met  the  said  William  Forbes  in  that  house ;  that  he  told 
examinant  he  never  lodged  twice  in  the  same  house,  being 
afraid ;  examinant  asked  where  he  did  lodge,  Forbes  would 
not  tell  him ;  that  Forbes  hath  a  house  of  his  own,  five 
miles  from  Goshen,  at  which  he  saw  him  when  examinant 
was  looking  for  a  place.  Forbes  told  examinant  he  had  been 
four  days  on  board  the  man-of-war  last  April,  when  the  ship 
Savage  fired  on  Staten-Island ;  that  Governour  Tryon  would 
give  five  guineas  bounty  and  two  hundred  acres  of  land  for 
each  man,  one  hundred  for  his  wife,  and  fifty  for  each  child, 
upon  condition  they  would  inlist  in  his  Majesty's  service. 
Examinant  bore  Forbes' s  expenses  to  town,  Forbes  under- 
taking to  repay  him  in  hard  cash  when  they  got  on  board ; 
that  Forbes  was  to  have  a  bounty  from  the  Governour  for 
every  man  he  could  get,  and  had  been  sent  home  for  that 
purpose  ;  that  the  Governour  had  desired  him  to  go  up  and 
get  as  many  men  as  be  could ;  that  the  recruits  were  to  as- 
sist the  King's  troops  when  they  came ;  that  recruits  were 
not  to  go  on  board,  because  they  could  do  more  good  on 
shore,  and  besides  they  were  on  short  allowance  in  the  ship 
and  crowded,  as  Forbes  told  examinant.  Forbes  and  exami- 


nant came  to  New-York  by  way  of  Elizabcthtotvn,  and  in 
their  way,  at  Warwick,  Forbes  enticed  William  Benjamin 
to  go  along  with  him,  and  at  Elizabethtown  Forbes  inquired 
at  Deacon  Ogden's,  where  he  used  to  work,  and  told  exami- 
nant, after  the  inquiry,  that  they  could  not  get  on  board 
from  Bergen-Point  or  Staten-Island,  as  there  were  Riflemen 
stationed  there,  but  must  go  to  New-York,  for  that  there 
was  a  man  there,  one  McLean,  a  shoemaker,  near  the  Royal 
Exchange,  who  was  employed  by  the  Governour  to  carry 
recruits  on  board ;  that  Forbes  and  examinant  came  to  Neio- 
York  in  an  Elizabethtotvn  boat,  and  went  first  to  Thomas 
Mason's,  at  the  corner  of  Beaver  street  and  Broadway,  at 
the  sign  of  the  Highlander,  where  they  left  their  baggage, 
and  William  Benjamin  to  take  care  of  it,  and  went  thence 
to  McLean's,  to  inquire  for  a  passage ;  that  McLean  and 
Forbes  whispered  together,  and  then  Forbes  told  examinant 
that  McLean  said  there  was  no  opportunity  of  getting  on 
board  in  two  or  three  nights ;  that  McLean  recommended 
them  to  one  James  Houlding,  a  tavern-keeper  in  Tryon  Row, 
opposite  the  gate  of  the  upper  barracks,  for  lodging;  that 
they  went  up  to  Houlding' s,  leaving  Benjamin  still  at  Ma- 
son's, and,  after  dusk,  examinant  went  for  Benjamin,  and  he 
and  Benjamin  carried  the  baggage  up,  and  all  three  lodged 
at  Houlding's  that  night,  telling  Houlding  Mr.  McLean  had 
sent  and  recommended  them  there  as  a  safe  house;  next 
morning  Forbes  went  to  see  for  an  opportunity  to  get  on 
board,  and  did  the  like  for  two  or  three  days ;  Forbes  and 
Benjamin  staid  at  Houlding's  one  week  without  being  able 
to  get  on  board  of  the  man-of-war ;  William  Benjamin  agreed 
to  go  on  board  of  the  man-of-war  also,  and  accept  the  Go- 
vernour's  bounty  ;  after  the  first  week,  as  they  could  not  get 
on  board,  Houlding  observed  that  they  ought  to  be  spread 
about,  for  that  keeping  them  together  would  occasion  suspi- 
cion in  his  house ;  that  one  Corbie,  who  lives  near  General 
Washington's,  used  to  resort  to  the  house  oi  Houlding,  where 
he  was  introduced  to  Forbes,  and  this  examinant  also  got  ac- 
quainted with  Corbie;  that  many  Tories  resorted  to  Hould- 
ing's, amongst  whom  were  two  brothers,  of  the  name  of 
Fortune,  the  one  a  tanner,  living  in  the  Swamp,  and  the 
other  a  saddler,  whom  he  hath  seen  working  at  Cook's,  in  the 
Broadway;  also,  one  Fueter,  a  silversmith,  who  was  ridden 
about  town  for  a  Tory,  and  another  of  the  same  name,  whom 
he  takes  to  be  his  brother ;  also,  a  man  without  an  arm, 
whom  he  believes  to  be  an  old  pensioner,  and  Gilbert  Fos- 
ter, a  gunsmith,  living  opposite  to  Mr.  Hull's  tavern,  a  short 
thick  man  who  wears  a  white  coat ;  that  these  persons,  as 
he  believes,  knew  of  the  examinant's  intention,  but  did  not 
care  to  trust  him,  as  he  had  not  taken  his  qualification  ;  that 
examinant  was  qualified  before  the  said  Gilbert  Forbes  and 
the  said  William  Forbes,  at  the  house  of  the  said  Corbie ; 
that  William  Forbes  gave  him  the  book,  and  that  they  made 
him  swear  not  to  divulge  anything  of  what  the  examinant 
now  tells  ;  that  when  examinant  was  at  Houlding's,  Gilbert 
Forbes,  William  Forbes,  and  Corbie,  advised  examinant  to 
go  to  Corbie's  house  and  work  a  little  in  the  garden  to  pre- 
vent suspicion.  Gilbert  Forbes  promised  examinant  ten  shil- 
lings per  week  subsistence  money,  of  which  this  examinant 
hath,  at  different  times,  received  twenty -six  shillings  and 
eight  pence ;  that  the  examinant  complained  ten  shillings 
was  too  little ;  Forbes  said  he  could  not  help  it,  but  he  would 
write  to  the  Governour  to  try  to  get  it  increased  to  twelve ; 
that  he  afterwards  told  examinant  he  could  not  get  an  answer 
because  a  boat  coming  from  the  Governour  was  near  being 
taken,  and  had  thrown  the  letters  overboard ;  that  William 
Benjamin  and  William  Forbes  have  also  received  money 
from  the  said  Gilbert ;  that,  according  to  the  advice  of  the 
Forbeses  and  Corbie,  went  to  Corbie's,  and  continued  there 
until  last  Saturday;  that  while  examinant  lived  at  Hoidd- 
ing's.  Corbie  came  there  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  at 
night,  and  brought  with  him  a  mulatto-coloured  negro,  dress- 
ed in  blue  clothes,  about  five  feet  eight  inches  high,  well-set, 
but  knows  not  his  name  or  to  whom  he  belongs,  but  is  in- 
formed that  he  hath  since  been  taken  up  and  put  in  jail ; 
^when  Corbie  and  the  negro  came  in  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  whispering  round  between  Corbie,  William  Forbes,  the 
negro,  and  another  man  who  had  been  waiting  to  get  on 
board  and  did  go  on  board  that  evening,;  that  afterwards  the 
examinant  and  William  Forbes  had  some  conversation  about 
the  negro ;  Forbes  told  him  the  negro  was  going  on  board 
the  man-of-war  with  that  man  and  two  or  three  more,  but 
the  craft  was  so  small  it  would  not  carry  them  all  for  fear  of 
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discovery,  wlierefore  he,  Benjamin,  and  William  Forbes,  were 
oblio'ed  to  stay  behind  ;  that  when  this  examinaiit  was  quali- 
fied, there  was  present  one  Clarke,  who  had  been  a  school- 
master about  eight  or  nine  miles  from  Goshim,  and  with 
whom  the  said  William  Forbes  was  acquainted ;  that  the 
said  Clarke  said  in  the  examinant's  hearing  that  he  had  in- 
listed  about  sixty  men,  of  whom  he  had  a  list,  and  who 
were  ready  to  assist  when  the  troops  came ;  that  examinant 
believes  the  list  was  given  to  Gilbert  Forbes  to  be  sent  to 
the  Governour,  for  that  the  name  of  the  examinant,  William 
Forbes,  and  William  Benjamin,  were  taken  down  by  the  said 
Gilbert,  as  this  examinant  supposes,  to  be  sent  to  the  Go- 
vernour; that  one  Hickey,  of  the   General's  Guards,  he 
believes  to  be  concerned,  who  is  now  in  confinement;  that 
one  Greene,  of  the  General's  Guards,  a  drummer,  is  con- 
cerned, for  that  examinant  saw  Gilbert  Forbes  in  conversa- 
tion with  said  Greene,  but  could  not  hear  them,  and  since 
that  time  Greene  hath  administered  an  oath  to  this  Hickey 
and  some  other  soldiers  of  the  General's  Guards,  and,  as  ex- 
aminant is  informed,  is  to  have  one  dollar  per  man  from 
Forbes  for  every  man  he  shall  inlist ;  one  Barnes,  of  the 
General's  Guards,  one  Johnson,  a  fifer  of  the  Guards,  who, 
as  well  as  Greene  and  Hickey,  have  been  in  the  regular  ser- 
vice, are  qualified  for  the  same  purpose  ;  that  William  Ben- 
jamin told  examinant  he  heard  Gilbert  Forbes  say  that  he 
would  ('0  to  the  Mayor  and  get  one  hundred  pounds  which 
he  must  have  ;  that  examinant  and  William  Forbes,  in  their 
way  from  William  Forbes" s  house,  came  to  a  fine  house ; 
that  examinant  asked  what  fine  house  that  was  ;  that  Forbes 
said  it  belonged  to  the  brother  of  the  Mayor  of  New-  York; 
that  he  knew  him  very  well,  and  had  been  there  several 
times  and  must  go  there  now  to  tell  him  what  he  was  going 
about,  to  know  if  he  had  any  word  to  send  to  his  brother, 
and  that  the  examinant  must  walk  on  slowly  and  he  would 
overtake  him ;  that  at  the  door  of  the  house  examinant 
saw  an  old,  short,  thick,  fat  man  ;  that  Forbes  stayed  there 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  then  followed  and  overtook 
the  examinant,  who  asked  Forbes  if  the  Mayor's  brother 
had  given  him  any  letter ;  Forbes  said  no,  he  had  only  de- 
sired him  to  tell  his  brother  that  he  was  well ;  that  the 
Mayor's  brother  asked  who  the  examinant  was,  and  Forbes 
told  him  it  was  a  young  man  going  upon  the  same  errand 
that  he  was.     Examinant  believes  Gilbert  Forbes  is  at  the 
head  here,  and  the  Mayor  and  the  Governour. 

James  Mason. 
Examined  the  20th  June,  1776,  by  us : 

John  Jay, 

GOUVERNEUK  MoRKIS. 

List  of  persons  charged  as  enemies  to  Amebic  a. 

William  Forbes,  by  trade  a  tanner  and  currier,  formerly 
an  inhabitant  of  Orange  County. 

Lotvry,  a  tavern-keeper,  (no  sign,)  four  doors  from  the 
corner  of  the  Broadway,  opposite  the  south  side  of  Oswego 
market,  in  one  of  the  low  houses ;  a  fat  man,  with  a  blue  coat. 

William  Benjamin,  an  apprentice  of  Mr.  Erskine,  now 
a  soldier  in  Captain  Roosevelt's  Company.  Inquire  of  Wil- 
liam Leary. 

McLean,  a  shoemaker,  near  the  Royal  Exchange^ 

Thomas  Mason,  a  tavern-keeper,  at  the  sign  of  the  High- 
lander, at  the  corner  of  Beaver  street  and  Broadway. 

James  Houlding,  a  tavern-keeper,  in  Tryon  Row,  oppo- 
site the  gate  of  the  upper  barracks,  (no  sign ;)  his  name 
written  over  the  door;  a  beer-house. 

Corbie,  a  tavern-keeper,  to  the  southeast  of  General 
Washington's  house,  to  the  westward  of  Bayard's  woods, 
and  north  of  Lispenard's  meadow. 

Fortune,  a  tanner,  living  in  the  Swamp. 

One  Fortune. 

Fortune,  a  saddler,  who  works  at  Cook's,  in  Broadway. 

Fueter,  a  silversmith,  who  was  ridden  upon  a  rail  lately. 

Fueter,  a  brother  of  the  other. 

Gilbert  Forbes,  a  gunsmith,  opposite  to  HulVs  tavern ; 
a  short  thick  man,  with  a  white  coat. 

Clarke,  formerly  a  schoolmaster  about  nine  miles  from 
Goshen. 

James  Ramsey,  Christopher  Wyley,  George  Gammel,  three 
of  Mr.  Erskine's  workmen.     Inquire  of  William  Leary. 

John  Taylor,  formerly  a  constable  in  this  town. 

Forbes,  a  tavern-keeper,  at  the  sign  of  Robin  Hood. 

McGinnes,  a  pensioner,  with  one  arm. 


Information  respecting  Dr.  Arden  and  others  at  Jamaica. 
Doctor  Charles  Arden,  was  the  person  who  instigated  the 
Tories  to  sign  against  having  a  Congress  or  a  Committee. 
Benjamin  Smith,  (son  of  Samuel  Smith,  Esq.) 
Robert  Hinchman. 

Thomas  Smith,  (son  of  Thomas  Smith,)  whom  he  threat- 
ened to  hang  if  he  would  not  sign  a  paper. 

Isaac  Leffertse.  Bought  the  Widow  Belt's  farm.  He 
wrote  the  affidavit  of  Rocloff  Duryee  about  Parson  Kettletas, 
and  carried  Justice  French  to  Duryee' s  for  that  purpose. 

Captain  Benjamin  Whitehead,  late  Supervisor.  Repeat- 
edly refused  to  communicate  to  the  town  of  Jamaica  certain 
letters  from  the  General  Committee  o{ New-York,  request- 
ing the  town  to  be  called  together  to  elect  membei's  of  a 
Committee  or  Congress.  Witness:  Waters  Smith,  or &\\.\'i&[ 
of  the  other  persons  above  named,  or  Captain  Jacob  Wright. 
Alexander  Wallace.  Resides  at  Jamaica,  in  Wat  Smith's 
house. 

Bethune.  He  maintains  an  intimacy  with  Benja- 
min Whitehead  and  with  Dr.  Arden. 

Martin,  from  Antigua.     Dwells  in  Oba.  Mills's 

house,  opposite  the  Meeting-House,  at  a  high  rent.    He  as- 
sociates chiefly  with  James  Depeyster. 

Charles  McEvers.  Resides  in  John  Troop's  house. 
Thomas  Colgan  and  Flemming  Colgan  frequently  go  to 
Creed's  Hill  to  look  out ;  the  two  Dunbars,  John  William 
Livingston,  Jun.,  and  one  of  the  Colgans,  were  there  lately, 
looking  out  for  a  fleet.  That  the  Dunbars  shut  themselves 
up,  and  refused  to  train  or  pay  their  fines. 
John  and  William  Dunbar. 

George  Folliot.  Lives  with  Jacques  Johnson,  at  Fresh 
Meadows,  about  one-and-a-half  mile  from  Jamaica. 

Theophilact  Bache,  of  Flatbush.  Comes  to  Jamaica  to 
Alexander  Wallace's. 

James  Depeyster.  Lives  next  to  William  Belt's.  His 
son,  Joseph  Depeyster,  has  been  pursued  several  times,  but 
cannot  be  taken.     He  is  said  to  be  a  dangerous  Tory. 

June  21,  1776. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  -Esy.,  General: 

Sir:  Whereas  David  Matthews,  Esquire,  stands  charged 
with  dangerous  designs  and  treasonable  conspiracies  against 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  United  Colonies  of  America : 
We  do,  in  pursuance  of  a  certain  resolve  of  the  Congress  of 
the  Colony  of  the  20th  of  June  instant,  authorize  and  re- 
quest you  to  cause  the  said  David  Matthews  to  be,  with  all 
his  papers,  forthwith  apprehended  and  secured,  and  that  re- 
turn be  made  to  us  of  tlie  manner  in  which  the  warrant 
shall  be  executed,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  made 
known  to  the  said  Congress. 

Given  under  our  hands,  this  21st  day  of  June,  1776. 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Jay, 
Gouverneur  Morris. 

General  Greene  is  desired  to  have  the  within  warrant  ex- 
ecuted with  precision,  and  exactly  by  one  o'clock  the  ensuing 
morning,  by  a  careful  officer.         ^^^^^^  Washington. 

Friday  afternoon,  June  21,  1776. 

Long-Island,  June  22,  1776. 

In  obedience  to  the  within  order  and  warrant,  I  sent  a 
detachment  of  my  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Vernon,  to  the  house  of  the  within-named  David  Matthews, 
Esq.,  at  Flatbush,  who  surrounded  his  house  and  seized  his 
person  precisely  at  the  hour  of  one  this  morning.  After 
having  made  him  a  prisoner,  diligent  search  was  made  after 
his  papers,  but  none  could  be  found,  notwithstanding  great 
care  was  taken  that  none  of  the  family  should  have  the  least 
opportunity  to  remove  or  destroy  them. 

Nathanael  Greene. 

Flatlands,  Friday,  June  21,  1776. 

Mrs.  Brewebton  presents  her  compliments  to  Captain 
Thomas  Randall,  and  begs  to  acquaint  him  that  when  she 
returned  from  the  city  to  her  family  at  Flatlands,  she  found 
a  summons  left  at  the  house  by  a  person  from  the  Congress 
for  Mr.  Brewerton  to  attend  on  them  at  ten  o'clock  this 
day.  She  begs  it  as  a  favour  of  Captain  Ra7idall  to  acquaint 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Congress  that  it  has  not  been  in  her 
power  to  make  Mr.  Brewerton  acquainted  with  it,  as  he  went 
out  yesterday  morning  fishing  and  does  not  expect  to  return 
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till  this  evening  or  to-morrow.     On  his  return  she  will  ac- 
quaint him  with  the  summons,  and  makes  no  doubt  but  he 
will  immediately  attend  the  Congress. 
To  Captain  Thomas  Randall. 

Scott's  Tavern,  in  Wall  street,  [June  22,  1776.] 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Tredwdl,  Colonel  Graham, 
Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 

The  Committee  unanimously  chose  Mr.  Hobart  Chair- 
man pro  tempore. 

Whitehead  Hicks,  Esq.,  attending  on  a  summons  return- 
able this  day,  was  called  in.  The  Chairman  read  to  him 
part  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  rela- 
tive to  persons  of  equivocal  cliaiacter,  and  desired  him  to 
show  cause  to  this  Committee  why  he  should  be  considered 
as  a  friend  to  the  cause  and  rights  of  America. 

Mr.  Hicks  says  the  cause  he  can  show  is  only  negative ; 
that  he  defies  envy  itself  to  show  anything  in  his  conduct 
tliat  is  against  his  country;  that  he  has  for  many  years  held 
honourable  and  lucrative  Crown  offices,  unsolicited,  and  re- 
peatedly sworn  allegiance  to  the  Crown  ;  that  in  this  situa- 
tion, were  his  nerves  stronger,  he  would  not  willingly  per- 
sonally take  up  arms  on  the  part  of  the  country ;  that  his 
father  and  brothers  are  strongly  attached  to,  and  engaged 
in,  the  American  cause ;  that  lie  therefore,  as  well  as  from 
pnnciple,  will  never  be  induced  to  take  up  arms  against  his 
country;  that  some  of  his  near  relations  are  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army;  that  he  never  advised  or  dissuaded  any  per- 
son, not  even  his  servants  or  domesticks,  in  these  measures  ; 
that  his  servant  has  been  engaged  in  this  country's  service 
from  the  first  of  these  troubles,  and  is  now  actually  serving 
in  the  troops  raised  in  this  Colony,  without  the  least  contra- 
diction or  dissuasion  on  his  part. 

Mr.  Hicks  was  then  asked  by  the  Chairman  whether,  in 
his  opinion,  the  British  Parliament  has  a  right  to  tax  Ame- 
rical  He  replied  that  he  would  be  very  unwilling  to  be 
taxed  by  the  British  Parliament. 

The  Chairman  then  asked  him  whether  he  was  willing  to 
subscribe  the  Association  made  by  the  Provincial  Congress 
on  the  20th  instant ;  to  which  he  replied  that  he  could  not 
sign  it  because  he  could  not  take  up  arms,  and  that,  as  an 
honest  man,  he  could  not  sign  anything  which  he  did  not 
mean  to  perform. 

Mr.  Hicks  was  then  asked  by  the  Chaiiman  whether  he 
thought  the  present  measures  of  the  Colonies  in  defending 
by  arms  justifiable.  To  this  he  replied  that  arms  were  the 
last  resort,  and  justifiable  where  necessary  as  the  last  resort ; 
but  that  he  has  not  fully  examined  or  considered  whether 
every  other  necessary  expedient  had  been  previously  used. 
Mr.  Hicks  withdrew. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  Whitehead  Hicks,  Esq.,  is 
not  such  a  friend  to  the  cause  and  rights  of  America  as  is 
mentioned  in  the  Resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  5th  day  of 
June  instant. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  it  is  not  necessary  to  re- 
move Mr.  Hicks  from  his  present  place  of  residence. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  Mr.  Hicks' s  Parole  be  taken 
that  he  will  not  oppose  or  contravene  the  measures  of  the 
Continental  Congress  or  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  and 
that  his  Parole  is  sufficient  security. 

Mr.  Hicks  was  called  in  and  informed  of  the  determina- 
tions of  the  Committee,  and  a  copy  of  the  Parole  delivered 

to  him. 

Mr.  Hicks  read  the  copy  of  the  Parole,  and  declared  that 
he  would  wish  to  consider  whether  this  Parole  might  in  any 
manner  interfere  with  his  oath  and  office  of  a  Judge,  but  had 
not  any  other  objection  to  it. 

The  Committee  informed  Mr.  Hicks  that  he  might  take 
time  to  consider  of  it. 

Mr.  Hicks  requested,  and  the  Committee  consented,  that 
Mr.  Hicks  consider  thereof  until  Monday  next,  then  to  re- 
turn the  said  Parole  signed  or  to  call  on  this  Committee. 

An  Order  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  of  the  21st  instant, 
relative  to  Samuel  Whitten,  referring  his  case  to  this  Com- 
mittee, was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  :* 

•A  Letter  from  Robert  II.  Harrison,  General  Washington's  Secretary, 
enclosing  a  Leller  from  General  Hand,  relative  to  a  suspected  dangerous 
man  named  Samuel  fVitten,  was  received  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  refened  to  the  Secret  Committee. 


The  Letter  from  Colonel  Hand,  exhibiting  the  charges 
against  the  said  Samuel  Whitten,  was  also  read,  and  taken 
into  consideration. 

The  said  Samuel  Whitten  was  called  in.  He  says  he 
crossed  the  ferry  in  a  boat  with  some  officers  on  Thurs- 
day last ;  that  he  was  something  in  liquor,  and  spoke  some- 
thing too  free.  He  then  related  the  conversation  with  the 
officers  during  his  passage  across  the  ferry.  He  further 
says  that  he  has  been  drafted  for  in  Captain  Buchanan's 
Company,  in  which  company  he  is  a  Sergeant ;  that  he  vo- 
luntarily offered  to  take  a  chance  of  being  drafted  ;  that  had 
he  not  been  in  the  state  he  was  he  would  not  have  said  what 
he  did  at  that  time.  Whitten  further  says  that  he  thinks  the 
Americans  are  right  in  their  resistance  by  arms,  and  that  he 
is  willing  to  take  up  arms  and  defend  the  country ;  that 
he  only  mentioned  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  troops  would 
land  at  Long-Island;  that  he  never  had  any  information  of 
that  kind. 

The  said  Samuel  Whitten  subscribed  the  Association  made 
by  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  on  the  20th  instant. 

Thereupon,  Resolved,  That  Samuel  Whitten  be  dis- 
charged, and  permitted  to  go  at  large. 

Mr.  Samuel  Martin,  attending  pursuant  to  a  summons 
from  this  Committee  returnable  this  day,  was  called  in.  He 
says  he  attends  in  pursuance  of  a  summons  received  last 
week. 

The  Chairman  read  to  him  the  Resolutions  of  the  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony  of  20th  instant,  relative  to  persons  of 
equivocal  character,  and  desired  him  to  show  cause,  if  any 
he  had,  why  he  should  be  considered  as  a  friend  to  the  Ame- 
rican cause. 

Mr.  Martin  says  he  has  never  done  anything  against  the 
country,  and  is  not  an  enemy  to  the  country;  that  he 
always  meant  to  remain  as  peaceable  and  inactive  as  he 
could. 

The  Chairman  asked  Mr.  Martin  if  he  chose  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  friend  to  the  American  cause,  and  as  one  of 
those  who  are  willing  to  risk  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  de- 
fence of  America. 

Mr.  Martin  declared  he  should  be  sorry  to  be  considered 
as  an  enemy  to  the  country,  and  never  meant  to  lift  an  arm 
against  America. 

The  Chairman  informed  him  that  he  now  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  distinguish  himself  as  the  friend  of  America. 

He  replied  that  he  was  ready  to  give  any  assurances  that 
he  would  not  take  any  active  part  against  America  ;  that  he 
never  meant  to  take  up  arms. 

Mr.  Martin  being  asked  whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament  has  a  right  to  tax  America,  he  replied  that, 
in  his  opinion,  the  Parliament  has  not  a  right  to  lay  internal 
taxes  on  the  Colonies.  Being  asked  what  he  understood 
by  internal  taxation,  replied  that  he  would  consider  a  land 
tax  as  an  internal  tax.  Being  asked  whether  he  did  not 
think  a  tax  on  personal  estates  was  equally  unconstitutional, 
he  replied  that  he  did  not,  if  it  was  for  the  regulation  of  trade  ; 
but  that  he  is  not  a  politician,  and  has  confined  his  studies  to 
his  own  profession. 

Mr.  Martin  was  then  asked  whether  he  would  give  secu- 
rity that  he  would  not  oppose  or  contravene  the  measures  of 
the  Continental  Congress  or  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony. 
He  replied  that  he  would,  but  that  he  did  not  know  of  any 
person  in  this  city  to  apply  to  to  be  his  security;  that  he 
would  apply  to  his  father,  who  resides  on  Long-bland,  who 
would  be  his  security. 
Mr.  Martin  withdrew. 


Resolved,  unanimously,  That  Samuel  Martin  is  not  a 
friend  to  the  American  cause. 

The  Chairman  then  put  the  question,  whether  it  is  neces- 
sary to  remove  Samuel  Martin  from  his  present  place  of 
residence  ? 

The  Committee  unanimously  agreed  that  they  have  not 
sufficient  information  to  determine  that  question  at  present, 
and  therefore  agreed  to  defer  the  further  consideration  thereof 
till  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  Martin  was  called  in  and  informed  thereof,  and  de- 
sired to  attend  at  the  City-Hall  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten 
o'clock. 

Robert  Fenton,  of  the  City  of  New- York,  Brass-founder, 
being  sworn,  sailh  :  That  five  or  six  weeks  ago,  at  his  own 
house,  one  Jacob  Losee,  master  of  a  periagua  of  ^oAn  Ra- 
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palye,  asked  him  if  there  was  any  such  tiling  as  getting  rifles 
in  town.  Deponent  answered  that  he  did  not  believe  there 
was  one.  Losee  said  he  believed  tliere  were  many,  for  that 
he  had  been  applied  to  to  cany  a  considerable  number  of 
them  on  board  the  Asia.  Deponent  asked  him  by  whom. 
He  replied  that  he  would  not  tell,  but  that  he  had  refused 
to  take  them.  That  deponent  has  heard  since  that  the  said 
rifles  were  afterwards  carried  on  board,  but  did  not  under- 
stand by  whom.  Robert  Fenton. 

Sworn  the  22d  June,  before  us : 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Jay. 

Thomas  Fletcher,  a  Private  in  Captain  NewtVs  Com- 
pany of  Artillery,  being  sworn,  saith:  That  this  deponent 
was  lately  a  private  in  Colonel  Huntington's  Regiment,  in 
Captain  Tniebridge's  Company ;  that  about  a  month  ago 
one  John  Campbell,  a  shoemaker,  living  next  door  to  the  sign 
of  the  Buck,  opposite  to  the  western  side  of  the  Fly  Mar- 
ket, employed  him  to  work  as  a  journeyman  with  him  at 
such  times  as  he  was  not  on  duty ;  that  after  deponent  had 
worked  with  him  a  while,  he  was  pleased  with  deponent's 
work,  and  endeavoured  to  persuade  him  to  inlist,  saying, 
'  Damn  the  Congress ;  who  gave  them  liberty  to  raise  sol- 
diers ?  Come  with  me,  I  will  conceal  you,  or  send  you  off, 
as  I  have  done  with  two  or  three  others;'  that  deponent 
consented,  and  was  concealed  by  him  for  two  weeks  and  a 
half,  and  finding  that  he  could  not  clear  his  conscience  in 
what  he  had  done,  he  sent  for  his  comrade  and  delivered 
himself  up,  and  hath  ever  since  done  his  duty  as  a  soldier ; 
that  lie  has  frequently  heard  the  said  Campbell  in  conversa- 
tion curse  the  Congress — say  he  wished  the  whole  town 
were  all  Tories,  and  that  the  Mayor  was  as  big  a  one  as 
any  in  it.     And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

Thomas  Fletcher. 

Sworn  the  22d  June,  1776,  before  us : 

John  Jay, 

GoirVERNEDR  MoRKIS. 

Daniel  Gray,  of  Stamford,  in  Connecticut,  being  sworn, 
saith :  That  Nathaniel  Williams,  of  Huntington,  told  him 
the  day  before  yesterday  that  a  gentleman  had  reported 
there  that  as  he  was  by  a  fence  by  the  road,  Hugh  Wallace, 
Theophilact  Bache,  Charles  McEvers,  and  three  others, 
whose  names  this  deponent  hath  forgotten,  passed  by,  and 
he  overheard  them  saying  that  the  enemy  were  to  land  at 
Rapalye's  Mills,  take  possession  of  the  forts  on  Long-Island, 
and  thence  play  on  the  town,  and  that  they  were  to  be  join- 
ed by  the  forces  on  Long-Island.    And  further  saith  not. 

Daniel  Gray. 
Sworn  the  22d  day  oi  June,  1776: 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Jay, 
GouvERNEUR  Morris. 

Hugh  Stevenson,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelist of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith :  That  on  the 
18th  of  this  instant  June  he  bought  fifteen  pounds  of  pow- 
der of  Mr.  Nicholas  Conery,  at  the  sign  of  the  Red  Lion, 
between  Bateman's  and  Burling's  slip,  in  New-York,  and 
that  some  time  past  he  (this  deponent)  bought  ten  pounds 
of  the  said  Conery,  and  that  he  supposed  it  came  from  on 
board  the  Asia.     And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

Sworn  before  me  this  22d  day  of  June,  1776. 

Abel  Belknap, 
Chair' n  Com.  Insp'nfor  Precinct  of  Newburgh. 

Cornelius  Piatt,  being  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith:  That 
he  came  from  Neiv-  York  with  Mr.  Hugh  Stevenson  in  his 
boat  last  Wednesday;  that  on  his  passage  Mr.  Stevenson 
told  him  he  had  something  on  board,  that  if  it  was  found 
out  it  would  be  as  much  as  his  neck  and  his  whole  sloop 
were  worth.  This  deponent  asked  Mr.  Stevenson  what  it 
was.  Stevenson  answered  it  was  fifteen  pounds  of  powder; 
who  was  asked  if  it  was  our  country  powder.  He  said 
not ;  it  came  from  the  Asia  man-of-war.  He  further  asked 
him  what  he  expected  to  do  with  it.  His  answer  was,  that 
he  expected  to  sell  it  at  one  dollar  per  pound  ;  that  fifteen 
pounds  of  powder  would  fetch  him  fifteen  dollars.  The  de- 
ponent further  saith  that  he  and  Mr.  Stevenson  had  some 
discourse  about  the  times,  when  Mr.  Stevenson  told  him  that 
he  expected  that  all  these  officers  would  soon  be  swung  up, 


and  the  deponent  took  it  that  he  meant  all  these  Continental 
officers.  At  the  last  of  the  time  this  deponent  asked  .Ste- 
venson whether  he  intended  to  sell  this  powder  to  the  To- 
ries. He  told  him  he  did  not.  And  further  this  deponent 
saith  not. 

Sworn  before  me  this  22d  day  oi  June,  1776. 

Abel  Belknap, 
Chair' n  Com.  Imp' n  for  Precinct  of  Newburgh. 

To  Captain  Abeel  : 

Sir  :  Whereas  Peter  McLean,  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  Shoemaker,  stands  charged  with  dangerous  designs 
and  treasonable  conspiracies  against  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  United  Colonies  of  America :  We  do,  in  pursuance 
of  a  certain  resolve  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  of  the 
20th  of  June  instant,  authorize  and  request  you  to  cause  the 
said  Peter  McLean  to  be,  with  all  his  papers,  forthwith  ap- 
prehended and  secured,  and  that  return  be  made  to  us  of  the 
manner  in  which  this  warrant  shall  be  executed,  in  order  that 
the  same  may  be  made  known  to  the  said  Congress. 
Given  under  our  hands  this  22d  day  of  June,  1776. 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Jay, 
GouvERNEUR  Morris. 

To  William  Allison,  Esquire,  and  Colonel  Clinton,  or 
either  of  them. 

Gentlemen  :  Whereas  James  Matthews  stands  charged 
with  dangerous  designs  and  treasonable  conspiracies  against 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  United  Colonies  o( America: 
We  do,  in  pursuance  of  a  certain  resolve  of  the  Congress  of 
this  Colony  of  the  20th  of  June  instant,  authorize  and  re- 
quest you  to  cause  the  said  James  Matthews  to  be,  with  all 
his  papers,  forthwith  apprehended  and  secured,  and  that  re- 
turn be  made  to  us  of  the  manner  in  which  this  warrant  shall 
be  executed,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  made  known 
to  the  said  Congress. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  22d  day  oi  June,  1776. 

Philip  Livingston, 
GouvERNEUR  Morris, 
John  Jay. 

The  within  named  James  Matthews,  taken  at  his  place 
of  abode  in  Cornwall  Precinct,  Orange  County,  pui-suant  to 
the  within  warrant,  and  delivered  to  the  Committee,  but  no 
papers  containing  information  relative  to  the  conspiracy. 
Per  me,  William  Allison. 

New-York,  June  85,  1776. 

To  William  Allison  and  Colonel  Clinton,  or  either  of 
them. 

Gentlemen  :   Whereas    William  Forbes   and  

Clarke  stand  charged  with  dangerous  designs  and  treasonable 
conspiracies  against  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  United 
Colonies  of  America :  We  do,  in  pursuance  of  a  certain  re- 
solve of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  of  the  20th  of  June 
instant,  authorize  and  request  you  to  cause  the  said  William 
Forbes  and Clarke  to  be,  with  all  their  papers,  forth- 
with apprehended  and  secured,  and  that  return  be  made  to 
us  of  the  manner  in  which  this  warrant  shall  be  executed, 
in  order  that  the  same  may  be  made  known  to  the  said  Con- 
gress. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  22d  day  of  June,  1776. 

Philip  Livingston, 
GouvERNEUR  Morris, 
*  John  Jay. 

In  pursuance  of  the  within  warrant,  went  in  search  of 

the  within  named  William  Forbes  and  Clarke  to 

the  upper  end  of  Orange  County,  their  usual  place  of  abode, 
but  found  they  were  gone  off;  but  on  returning  to  Nev}- 
York,  found  them  in  custody  of  the  guards. 

William  Allison. 

New-York,  Juno  25,  1776. 

To  Captain  Abeel  : 

Sir:  Whereas  John  Campbell  stands  charged  with  dan- 
gerous designs  and  treasonable  conspiracies  against  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  United  Colonies  of  America :  We  do,  in 
pursuance  of  a  certain  resolve  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony 
of  the  20th  of  June  instant,  authorize  and  request  you  to 
cause  the  said  John  Campbell  to  be,  with  all  his  papers,  forth- 
with apprehended  and  secured,  and  that  return  be  made  to 


1163 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS.  &ic..  JUNE,  1776. 


1164 


us  of  the  manner  in  which  this  warrant  shall  be  executed, 
in  order  that  the  same  may  be  made  known  to  the  said  Con- 
gress. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  22d  day  oi  June,  1776. 

John  Jay, 

GOUVERNEUR  MoRRIS, 

Philip  Livingston. 

To  Genero?  Greene,  Nassau- Island  : 

Sir:  Whereas  George  Breieerton,  Esq.,  stands  charged 
with  dangerous  designs  and  treasonable  conspiracies  against 
the  rights  and  liberlies  of  the  United  Colonies  of  America  : 
We  do,  in  pursuance  of  a  certain  resolve  of  the  Congress  of 
this  Colony  of  the  20th  of  June  instant,  authorize  and  re- 
quest you  to  cause  the  said  George  Brcwerton  to  be,  with 
all  his  papers,  forthwith  apprehended  and  secured,  and  that 
return  be  made  to  us  of  the  manner  in  which  this  warrant 
shall  be  executed,  in  order  that  tiie  same  may  be  made 
known  to  the  said  Congress. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  22d  day  of  June,  1776. 

Philip  Livingston, 
Gouverneur  Morris, 
John  Jay. 

Camp  Long-Island,  June  32,  1776. 
Captain  Jeremiah  Alney  : 

You  will  take  such  a  party  out  of  the  brigade  as  will  be 
necessary  to  carry  the  within  order  of  Congress  into  execu- 
tion, and  serve  Brewerton  with  this  warrant,  seize  his  per- 
son, and  secure  his  papers,  agreeable  to  the  within  warrant, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  and  bring  him  and  them  to  me,  and  re- 
port vour  doings  herein.  ^  „ 
'^      '              °                              JMathanael  Greene. 

June  25th. — Captain  Alney  has  made  two  attempts, 
agreeable  to  the  report  accompanying  this,  to  take  Alder- 
man Brewerton  prisoner,  but  was  not  successful.  This  day 
he  came  and  delivered  himself  up.    Have  sent  him  under  the 

care  of  Captain  Bowen.  »»  <- 

'^  Nathanael  Greene. 

June  23,  1776. 

Sampson  Dyckman  now  present,  returns,  that  he  left  the 
summons  directed  to  James  Jauncey,  Jun.,  Esq.,  on  Thurs- 
day last,  with  the  master  of  the  house  where  Mr.  Jauncey 
lodges,  who  then  informed  him  that  Mr.  Jauncey  was  gone 
abroad  with  his  wife,  and  had  been  absent  some  days,  but 
was  expected  to  return  on  that  or  the  next  day. 

That  he  delivered  the  summonses  directed  to  William 
Axtell,  David  Matthews,  Charles  McEvers,  and  Whitehead 
Hicks,  Esquires,  to  themselves  respectively,  Thursday  last, 
and  on  the  same  day  left  the  summons  directed  to  George 
Brewerton,  Esq.,  at  his  lodgings  at  Flatlands,  with  a  woman 
there,  said  to  be  his  housekeeper. 

That  on  Friday  last  he  delivered  the  summons  directed 
to  Thomas  Jones,  Samuel  Martin,  and  George  D.  Lud- 
low, Esquires,  to  themselves  respectively;  that  on  that  day 
he  delivered  the  summons  directed  to  Gabriel  Ludlow  to  a 
woman  in  his  house,  said  to  be  Mrs.  Ludlotv,  his  wife,  who 
informed  him  that  Mr.  Gabriel  Ludlow  was  not  at  home ; 
and  that  he  also  left  the  summons  directed  lo  Samuel  Clowes 
at  his  house,  with  his  wife,  who  said  he  was  not  at  home. 

That  on  Saturday  morning  last  he  delivered  the  sum- 
monses directed  to  Archibald  Hamilton,  David  Colden,  and 
John  Willett,  Esquires,  to  themselves  respectively;  that  the 
summons  directed  to  Richard  Colden,  he  delivered  to  a  wo- 
man at  his  house,  whom  he  suppose^  to  be  his  wife ;  that 
each  summons  which  he  did  not  serve  personally,  he  desired 
the  person  to  whom  he  delivered  it  to  send  or  deliver  it  to 
the  person  to  whom  it  was  directed  as  soon  as  possible. 
That  the  summons  directed  to  Thomas  Hicks,  at  Rockaway, 
he  delivered  to  the  Secretary  after  his  return  to  New-York, 
as  the  said  Thomas  Hicks  is  deceased  upwards  of  four  months 
ago,  from  the  best  information  which  he  could  obtain. 

New- York,  June  23,  1776. 
Gentlemen:  According  to  your  orders  of  the  22d  in- 
stant to  me,  I  have  taken  all  the  prisoners  mentioned  in  them, 
to  wit :  William  Forbes,  John  Clark,  Anthony  Clark,  and 
John  Campbell,  whom  I  have  delivered  to  the  guard,  and 
am  ready  to  execute  any  further  commands  1  shall  receive, 
having  the  guard  for  this  day. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

James  Abeel. 


David  Matthews,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Neiv-  York, 
being  examined,  saith  :  That  about  six  or  seven  weeks  ago 
the  examinant  went  on  board  the  Dutchess-of-G ordon,  by 
pern)ission  of  General  Putnam,  to  obtain  from  the  Governour 
permission  for  I^rd  Drummond  to  go  to  Bermuda;  that  as 
the  examinant  was  about  to  leave  the  Dutchess,  the  Go- 
vernour took  him  into  his  private  room,  and  put  a  bundle  of 
paper  money  into  his  hands,  telling  examinant  to  take  out 
five  pounds  and  give  it  to  the  prisoners  in  the  Jail,  and  pay 
the  remainder  to  Gilbert  Forbes,  for  some  rifles  and  round- 
bored  guns  which  he  had  made  for  him,  and  for  others 
which  the  said  Forbes  was  to  make,  and  to  tell  Forbes  that 
he  did  not  want  any  more  rifles ;  that  this  examinant  was 
surprised  to  hear  that  the  said  Forbes  was  engaged  in  that 
business,  and  at  the  same  time  thought  that  Governour 
IVyon  had  put  a  matter  on  his  shoulders  which  might  bring 
him  into  some  difficulty;  that  the  examinant,  on  his  return 
to  this  city,  consulted  a  friend  of  his,  telling  him  that  he 
would  mention  a  matter  to  him  which  he  believed  would 
surprise  him ;  and  then  informed  him  that  Gilbert  Forbes 
had  supplied  the  Governour  with  a  number  of  arms,  and 
was  employed  in  that  business ;  atid  that  examinant  had 
brought  up  the  money  to  pay  him,  at  the  same  time  men- 
tioning that  he  thought  the  Governour  had  put  a  hard  task 
on  his  shoulders ;  that  exaiuinant  then  advised  with  him 
what  he  should  do,  and  asked  him  whether  he  would  take 
the  money  and  endeavour  to  convey  it  to  him  privately, 
which  he  declined  doing,  and  said  that  he  would  mention 
the  matter  so  to  Gilbert  Forbes  as  that  he  would  be  able 
to  determine  by  his  answer  whether  he  was  the  man  ;  that 
to  this,  examinant  consented ;  that  examinant,  after  leaving 
his  friend,  concluded  it  would  be  best  not  to  pay  the  said 
money  to  Foi-bes,  but  to  delay  it  as  long  as  possible,  that, 
in  case  of  a  discovery,  the  examinant  might  avail  himself  of 
not  having  paid,  although  he  had  received  the  said  money; 
that  shortly  after  Forbes  called  on  this  examinant,  and  told 
him  that  he  had  been  desired  by  the  gentleman  to  whom 
this  examinant  had  mentioned  it,  to  call  on  him  for  the  mo- 
ney examinant  had  received  for  him  of  Governour  Tryon ; 
that  examinant  then  asked  him  if  it  were  possible  that  he 
had  been  sending  guns  on  board  the  Governour's  ship ;  to 
which  he  answered  in  the  affirmative ;  that  examinant  then 
told  him  he  would  be  hanged  if  he  was  found  out,  and  re- 
quested him,  if  he  regarded  his  safety,  that  he  would  not  go 
on  with  such  schemes  ;  that  he  said  he  could  send  them  on 
board  in  such  a  way  that  nobody  could  find  it  out ;  that  he 
had  sent  them  on  board  in  a  canoe  or  boat,  covered  with 
a  straw  bed,  and  two  or  three  old  chairs  upon  it ;  that  he 
then  asked  examinant  to  pay  him  the  money;  to  which  ex- 
aminant answered,  that  he  was  to  receive  money,  and  as 
soon  as  he  got  it,  he  would  pay  it  to  him ;  on  which  they 
parted  ;  that  a  few  days  after  he  called  on  examinant  again 
to  know  whether  examinant  had  received  the  money,  for 
that  he  wanted  it  very  much  ;  examinant  told  him  'he  had 
not;  and  the  better  to  account  for  delays,  the  examinant 
had  recourse  to  this  subterfuge,  that  the  Governour  had 
given  him  positive  orders  not  to  receive  any  payments  for 
him  but  in  York  or  Jersey  money;  that  with  this  he  seemed 
pleased,  and  requested  examinant  to  pay  him  in  that  money, 
because  with  it  he  could  purchase  certain  articles  necessary 
in  his  business  cheaper  than  with  any  other ;  that  he  then 
informed  examinant  that  he  had  a  number  of  men  w  liom  he 
wanted  to  send  down  to  the  Governour ;  that  examinant 
told  him  that  he  might  save  himself  that  trouble,  for  that 
the  Governour  had  told  this  examinant  that  he  had  been 
obliged  to  turn  many  on  shore,  and  could  not  receive  any 
more  ;  on  which  Forbes  expressed  some  concern  as  to  what 
he  should  do  with  them  ;  on  which  examinant  desired  him 
to  tell  the  men  to  go  to  their  homes  and  drop  any  such 
schemes ;  that  shortly  after  the  said  Forbes  again  called  on 
this  examinant  for  the  money,  and  mentioned  a  scheme  of 
raising  a  company,  and  requested  to  know  whether  he  could 
have  a  commission  ;  that  examinant,  on  this,  begged  of  him 
to  desist  from  such  a  scheme,  for  that  he  would  certainly  be 
discovered,  and  the  gallows  would  be  his  lot,  and  that  it 
would  be  time  enough  for  him  to  inlist  men  or  act  when  he 
got  his  commission ;  that  he  said  he  could  carry  it  on  so  as 
not  to  be  found  out,  and  that  he  could  inlist  a  number  of 
the  General's  Guards  ;  that  on  this  they  parted  ;  that  this 
examinant  then  found  that  Mr.  Forbes  became  so  trouble- 
some to  him  that,  in  order  to  get  out  of  his  way  and  stave 
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off  the  payment  aforesaid,  this  examinant  kept  more  in  the 
country  than  he  would  otherwise  have  done ;  then,  on  Forbes 
finding  this,  he  pursued  examinant  up  to  Flatbush,  and  not 
finding  him  there,  pursued  iiim  to  Polhemus,  ahout  four  miles 
from  Jamaica,  in  order  to  get  his  money;  that  this  examinant, 
finding  there  was  no  way  to  get  rid  of  him,  told  him  that 
on  Monday  examinant  would  come  to  town  and  pay  him 
his  money,  which  was  accordingly  done,  viz :    one  hundred 
and  fourteen  pounds  eight  shillings,   and  examinant  then 
hoped  that  he  should  not  be  plagued  with  him  any  more ; 
that  the  next  day  examinant  again  came  to  town,  and  had 
been  in  his  house  but  a  few  minutes  when  Forbes  came  into 
examinant's  office  ;  that  examinant  told  him  he  must  never 
come  into  examinant's  office  any  more,  on  which  he  went 
away  without  saying  a  word ;  that  John  Young,  the  exa- 
minant's clerk,  was  present  and  then  in  the  said  office,  and 
that  examinant  has  not  seen  the  said  Forbes  since  ;  that  at 
the  times  when  the  said  Forbes  called  on  the  examinant  as 
aforesaid,  he  mentioned  to  this  examinant  a  scheme  he  had 
of  taking  possession  of  one  of  the  batteries  when  the  fleet 
arrived,  and  another  scheme  of  cutting  down  King's  bridge  ; 
that  this  examinant  desired  his  friend  above-mentioned  to 
advise  and  beg  the  said  Forbes  to  desist  from  the  said  mea- 
sures and  give  them  over ;  that  this  examinant  has  never 
since  or  before  received  from  Governour  Tryon  any  other 
sum  whatever  for  any  such  purposes  whatever.  That  short- 
ly before  the  time  when  this  examinant  paid  the  aforesaid 
money  to  the  said  Forbes,  this  examinant  was  at  Waldron's 
Ferry,  standing  near  John  Carpenter's  sloop,  and  that  the 
said  Forbes,  being  in  company  with  one  Sergeant  Graham, 
turned  off  from  the  said  Graham  and  came  up  to  this  exa- 
minant ;  that  this  examinant  asked  him  where  he  had  been  ; 
he  answered  that  he  had  been  to  look  at  all  the  fortifica- 
tions ;  examinant  asked  him  whether  he  was  not  afraid  of 
being  taken  up  by  the  sentries,  to  which  he  replied  that  he 
was  not,  for  that  he  could  go  there  whenever  he  pleased. 
That  about  the  time  when  this  examinant  paid  the  money 
aforesaid  to  Forbes,  this  examinant  being  in  his  office,  a  man 
in  regimentals  came  in,  which  alarmed  this  examinant ;  that 
he  asked  him  whether  he  wanted  this  examinant ;  he  asked 
examinant  whether  be  was  the  Mayor,  to  which  examinant 
replied  he  was,  and  asked  him  what  he  wanted  ;  he  observed 
to  this  examinant,  that  examinant  did  not  know  him,  for  that 
he  had  never  seen  him  before;  examinant  said  he  did  not 
know  him  ;  he  told  examinant  he  was  one  of  General  Wash- 
ington's Guards,  and  meant  to  serve  the  King ;  examinant 
told  him  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  inlisting  men  for  the 
King ;  he  said  he  had  inlisted  some  that  morning  himself, 
and  was  about  to  pull  a  paper  out  of  his  pocket,  in  order  to 
show  examinant  their  names ;  that  examinant  told  him  he 
did  not  want  to  know  their  names,  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  them,  and  advised  him  to  return  to  his  quarters,  for  that 
if  he  was  discovered  he  would  be  brought  to  the  gallows ;  on 
which  he  went  away,  and  examinant  has  neither  seen  nor 
heard  of  him  since.     That  another  man,  a  little  before  the 
time  last-mentioned,  who  said  he  came  from  the  country,  and 
knew  examinant's  father  and  brother,  came  to  this  examinant 
to  see  if  he  could  not  get  on  board  the  ship ;  examinant 
asked  him  why  he  left  his  home ;  he  said  he  had  been  so 
persecuted  he  could  not  stay;  examinant  advised  him  to 
return  and  keep  himself  quiet,  and  that  examinant  imagined 
nobody  would  hurt  him ;  that  he  replied  he  must  and  would 
get  on  board  some  how  or  other,  for  that  he  did  not  dare  to 
go  back;  examinant  then  asked  his  name,  which  he  told 
him  was  Forbes ;  examinant  told  him  then  that  he  did  not 
know  of  a  likelier  person  to  serve  him  than  a  namesake  of 
his  that  was  in  town ;   he  asked  examinant  if  he  meant 
Gilbert  Forbes,  to  which  he  replied  yes  ;  he  said  he  knew 
him,  and  went  in  quest  of  him ;  and  that  examinant  has  never 
seen  him  since.     That  several  other  persons,  unknown  to 
this  examinant,  have  at  different  times  called  on  this  exami- 
nant to  inquire  how  they  might  get  on  board  the  ship,  and 
that  examinant  always  advised  them  to  return  home ;  and 
since  examinant's  interview  aforesaid  with  the  Governour,  he 
told  such  as  called  upon  him  for  the  |)urpose  aforesaid  that 
there  was  no  room  for  them  on  board  ;  that  many  had  been 
turned  away,  and  that  they  had  better  go  home.    That  this 
examinant  has  no  further  knowledge  than  what  he  has  as 
aforesaid  declared  relative  to  any' persons  being  engaged  in 
the  business  of  inlisting  men   for  the  King's  service,  or 
in  keeping  up  a  communication  between  the  city  and  the 


Governour's  ship  or  men-of-war  at  the  Narrows.  That  this 
examinant  does  not  know  otherwise  than  by  sight,  and  has 
never  spoken  or  written  a  line  to  Peter  McLean,  a  shoemaker 
in  the  town,  on  any  subject  whatever. 

D.  Matthews. 

iVew!-  York,  June  23,  1 776. — Examined  by 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Jay, 

GOUVEKNEUR  MoRKIS. 

William  Forbes,  of  Goshen  Precinct,  in  Orange  County, 
Tanner  and  Currier,  being  examined,  saith  :  That  he  knows 
Gilbert  Forbes,  of  the  city  of  New-York,  gunsmith  ;  that 
the  first  time  he  saw  hflii  was  in  this  city,  between  the  Brick 
Meeting  and  the  Jail ;  that  he  heard  somebody  call  him 
Mr.  Forbes ;  this  examinant  accosted  him  and  told  him 
that  his  name  was  Forbes  also ;  that  thereupon  diey  went 
into  Houldivg's  tavern  and  drank  together;  that  he  has 
been  at  the  house  of  the  said  Gilbert  Forbes,  on  an  invitation 
from  him.  That  he  knows  a  Sergeant  in  General  Washing- 
ton's Guards,  but  cannot  recollect  his  name ;  that  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  him  at  Corby's,  (an  inn-keeper,)  near 
General  Washington's  ;  that  this  examinant  went  to  Corby's 
in  company  with  one  James  Mason,  oi  Ringwood,  who  was 
at  work  in  Corby's  garden  ;  that  the  Sergeant  was  a  middle- 
sized,  fresh  complexioned  man — an  Englishman ;  that  exa- 
minant became  acquainted  with  James  Mason  at  Dutchess 
County ;  afterwards  saw  him  at  Goshen,  and  from  thence 
came  in  company  with  him  to  this  town ;  that  he  told 
Mason  he  had  been  on  board  the  man-of-war  last  winter, 
while  she  lay  in  the  East  River;  that  he  never  was  on 
board  the  Dutchess-of-Gordon ;  that  he  never  said  he  was 
on  board  the  Savage  when  she  fired  on  Staten-Island, 
That  he  had  heard,  and,  among  others,  from  the  said  Mason, 
that  two  hundred  acres  of  land  were  offered  by  Governour 
Tryon  to  each  man  who  would  go  in  the  King's  service, 
and  one  hundred  to  the  wife,  and  fifty  to  each  child.  That 
examinant  borrowed  twenty  odd  shillings  of  Mason,  and 
promised  to,  repay  him  when  examinant  got  money  from  oa 
board  the  man-of-war,  where  he  had  two  brothers-in-law, 
who  had  promised  to  send  him  money  to  pay  his  debts. 
That  he  never  engaged  with  Governour  Tryon,  or  with  any 
other  person  whatever  to  undertake  the  business  of  inlisting 
soldlei-s  for  the  Kinj;,  nor  of  enticing  the  Continental  sol- 
diers  to  leave  that  service.  That  he  and  Mason  came 
to  town  by  way  of  Elizabethtown,  and  that  at  Warwick 
Mason  persuaded  one  William  Benjamin  to  go  along  with 
them.  That  he  knows  Peter  McLean,  a  shoemaker,  near 
the  Exchange ;  that  examinant  applied  to  him  to  put  him 
on  board  the  man-of  war ;  that  McLean  answered  he  could 
not  do  it  at  all,  the  sentries  were  so  strict;  that  exami- 
nant then  said  to  McLean  that  then  he  would  inlist  in  the 
Continental  service,  which  he  has  since  done,  in  Captain 
Beekman's  Company,  of  Lasher's  Battalion.  That  exami- 
nant. Mason  and  Benjamin  lodged,  the  first  night  they  came 
to  town,  at  Houlding's ;  that  while  they  were  there  Corby 
was  introduced  to  Benjamin  and  Mason  by  Gilbert  Forbes  ; 
Corby  took  them  to  his  house,  where  this  examinant  has 
seen  them,  in  company  with  Gilbert  Forbes  and  the  afore- 
said Sergeant  of  the  Guards.  This  examinant  saw  the  said 
Sergeant  and  Gilbert  Forbes  administer  oaths  of  secrecy 
to  Mason  and  two  or  three  soldiers ;  that  Corby  was  pre- 
sent when  the  said  soldiere  were  Sworn  as  aforesaid.  I'hat 
after  McLean  had,  as  aforesaid,  told  this  examinant  that 
he  knew  not  how  to  get  on  board  the  man-of-war,  McLean 
recommended  him  to  David  Matthews,  Esq.,  as  a  proper 
person  to  direct  him  how  to  get  on  board  the  man-ol'-war ; 
that  examinant  accordingly  went  to  Mr.  Matthews  and 
told  him  that  McLean  had  directed  examinant  to  him  as  a 
proper  person  to  tell  him  how  he  should  get  on  board  the 
man-of-war,  and  that  there  was  a  lad  (meaning  Mason) 
who  had  come  down  from  Ringwood,  that  wanted  to  go 
along ;  that  Mr.  Matthews  told  him  it  was  too  dangerous 
for  him  to  say  anything  about  it,  but  that  he  would  direct 
him  to  one  that  could  get  him  on  board,  and  sent  this 
examinant  for  that  purpose  to  Gilbert  Forbes;  that  this 
examinant  accordingly  applied  to  the  said  Gilbert  Forbes, 
and  that  Forbes  said  he  could  not  do  anything  in  it  till  he 
had  seen  Corby ;  that  shortly  after  the  said  Gilbert  Forbes 
told  this  examinant  that  he  had  seen  Corby,  and  that  Corby 
said  he  would  get  examinant  on  board  in  a  few  days ;  that 
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examinant  afterwards  saw  Corhy,  and  that  he  made  the  like 
promise  to  examinant,  but  Corby  afterwards  told  him  he 
could  not ;  and  that  he  had  been  able  to  send  only  one  on 
board,  by  a  mulatto  fellow.  That  this  examinant  knows 
John  Clarke ;  and  that  he  told  this  examinant  that  he  had 
fifty  or  sixty  men  to  go  in  the  King's  service,  and  that  he 
had  prevailed  upon  his  brotlier,  Anthony  Clarke,  to  consent 
to  go  with  them ;  that  John  Clarke  was  to  be  a  Captain,  and 
that  one  jSeely,  of  Chester,  in  Orange  County,  was  also  to 
be  one  of  the  officers.  William  Forbes. 

Examined  the  23d  day  of  June,  1776,  before  us: 

John  Jay, 

GoUVERNEUR  MoRRIS. 

City  of  New-York,  ss  : 

James  Savage,  being  examined,  saith.  That  he  hath  not, 
during  the  present  troubles,  iniisted  or  engaged  any  men  in 
the  service  of  the  King,  or  kept  up  or  held  any  correspon- 
dence with  any  persons  on  board  the  Dutchess-of-Gorden,  or 
the  ships  or  vessels  of  war  at  the  Narrows. 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Jay, 

Gouverneur  Morris. 
New-York,  June  23,  1776. 

John  Clarke,  of  Blooming-Grove,  in  Orange  County, 
Painter  and  Glazier,  saith.  That  he  never  hath  iniisted  any 
men  for  the  King,  nor  engaged  any ;  nor  hath  he  ever  said  so. 
That  he  hath  seen  Gilbert  Forbes  at  his  shop ;  went  there 
with  William  Forbes  to  see  if  said  Gilbert  would  subscribe 
for  a  perspective  view  of  Quebeck ;  that  he  did  not  tell 
fVilliam  Forbes  that  he  was  concerned  in  inlisting  men,  nor 
that  he  was  employed  by  Governour  Tryon;  that  he  did 
flflt  tell  said  William  Forbes,  or  any  other  person,  that  he 
had  iniisted  any  men,  that  he  did  not  desire  Gilbert  Forbes 
to  get  him  a  passage  on  board  the  Governour's  ship,  and 
that  he  never  hath  been  on  board  the  Governour's  ship,  nor 
attempted  to  go  there.  John  Clarke. 

Examination  taken  the  23d  June,  1776,  before  us : 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Jay, 
Gouverneur  Morris. 

John  Kearl,  of  the  City  of  New-York,  Shoemaker,  being 
sworn,  saith,  That  he  has  for  some  time  past  worked  as  a 
journeyman  with  Peter  McLean,  near  the  Exchange;  that 
the  said  McLean  has  worked,  and  both  made  and  mended 
shoes  for  people  on  board  the  Asia  since  she  has  been  down 
at  the  Narrows,  as  the  said  McLean  informed  this  deponent; 
but  this  deponent  knows  not  in  what  manner  the  said  shoes 
were  conveyed  on  board,  or  by  whom.  That  this  deponent 
has  seen  a  countryman,  of  the  name  of  Forbes,  frequently  at 
McLean's,  also  one  Moulding,  an  Inn-keeper  near  the  Bar- 
racks, and  Edward  Nicolls,  confectioner;  and  further  saith 
not.  John  Kearl. 

Examined  and  sworn  23d  June,  1776,  by  and  before 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Jay, 
Gouverneur  Morris. 

City  o/ New- York,  ss  : 

Abraham  Ackerman,  commonly  called  Abraham  Jones, 
of  Clarkestoion,  Orange  County,  being  sworn,  saith.  That 
about  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  ago  this  deponent  came  to 
this  city  in  order  to  get  a  birth  on  board  some  vessel ;  that  he 
lodged  at  the  house  of  Peter  McLean,  a  shoemaker,  near 
the  Exchange ;  that  he  has  seen  one  Mr.  Edward  Nicolls 
and  one  Peter  Lenge,  a  confectioner,  often  at  McLean's, 
and  heard  them  talk  very  much  like  Tories ;  that  he  has 
often  seen  a  man  there  whose  name  he  has  since  heard 
to  be  Forbes,  a  countryman  ;  that  McLean  used  to  go  fish- 
ing often  ;  that  this  deponent  believes  that  McLean  is  now 
at  Bull's  Ferry — liis  wife  has  gone  there  (as  he  says)  once 
or  twice  a  week  ever  since  McLean  left  this  city,  which 
was  at  the  time  when  some  Tories  were  carried  about  on 
rails ;  and  further  saith  not.  Abraham  Ackerman. 

Sworn  and  examined  the  23d  June,  1776,  before  us: 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Jay, 
Gouverneur  Morris. 


John  Craig,  late  a  soldier  of  the  Eighteenth  Regiment, 
being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 
God,  deposeth  and  saith.  That  being  now  a  prisoner  in  the 
common  jail  of  the  City  and  County  of  New- York,  he  hath 
frequently  observed  that  Captain  Savage,  a  prisoner  now  in 
the  said  jail,  hath  received  sundry  letters  from  persons  on 
board  the  King's  ship  and  the  Dutchcss-of-Gordon,  as  he 
believes,  by  means  of  one  James,  a  tall  man,  with  lightish 
coloured  clothes,  marked  with  the  small-pox,  light  hair,  about 
forty  years  of  age ;  and  another  of  the  name  of  Matthews,  a 
person  about  five  feet  six  inches  high,  well  set  and  a  dark 
complexion ;  that  the  last  of  the  two  on  Wednesday  last 
was  in  the  jail,  and  this  deponent  heard  Captain  Savage 
say, '  Matthews,  stay  a  few  minutes  and  1  will  have  them  all 
ready,'  meaning  certain  letters  which  he  was  then  writing, 
to  go  on  board  the  said  ships.  And  this  deponent  fur- 
ther saith,  that  the  said  Captain  Savage  hath  inveigled  a 
number  of  the  Continental  troops  to  inlist  in  his  Majesty's 
service,  among  whom  are  one  Irwin,  belonging  to  Captain 
Hardenbergh's  Company,  and  late  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Re- 
giment of  Foot;  Peter  Ale  Closkey,  of  the  same  company,  a 
fifer,  and  late  of  the  same  regiment ;  Richard  Smith,  of  the 
same  company,  late  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  of  Foot ;  and 
James  Johnson,  a  fifer  of  the  General's  Guards.  And  this 
deponent  further  saith,  that  Gilbert  Forbes,  who  is,  as  he  is 
informed,  committed  by  order  of  a  Committee  of  the  Con- 
gress, is  confined  in  the  room  opposite  to  him ;  that  a  sentry 
was  placed  on  the  outside  of  the  door  of  the  room  in  which 
said  Forbes  is  confined  ;  that  the  outer  and  inner  doors  were 
shut ;  and,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  Peter  Chiles,  at  the 
request  of  said  Forbes,  and  of  the  Tories  in  the  jail,  opened 
the  inner  door,  that  said  Forbes  might,  as  he  said,  have  air ; 
that  Chiles  opened  the  inner  door  by  pushing  the  bolts 
back  with  the  rammingrod  of  the  sentry,  who  was  placed  at 
the  door.  That,  after  the  door  was  opened,  the  said  Forbes, 
by  means  of  a  hole  in  the  outer  door,  conversed  freely  with 
the  Tories  in  the  passage;  that  Harris,  the  niidshipman 
taken  by  the  Riflemen  from  on  board  the  Savage,  and  Mr. 
Medcalf,  spoke  to  him  ;  and  the  said  Forbes  gave  two  half 
pints  of  liquor  to  the  women  to  sing  Tory  songs.  And  fur- 
ther this  deponent  saith,  that  Mr.  Harris  hath  written  sun- 
dry letters,  as  well  as  the  said  Captain  Savage,  to  go  on 
board  the  said  ships ;  and  that  Mr.  Harris  and  Mr.  Elder 
are,  as  this  deponent  believes,  concerned  with  the  said  Cap- 
tain Savage  in  inlisting  the  men  ;  and  further  this  deponent 
saith  not.  John  Craig. 

Sworn  the  23d  of  June,  1776,  before  us: 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Jay, 
Gouverneur  Morris. 

City  o/ New- York,  ss  : 

John  Andrews,  a  Corporal  of  Captain  Dewit's  Minute 
Company  at  Rhinebeck,  and  now  a  prisoner  in  the  same 
room  with  the  above-named  John  Craig,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposeth  and  saith.  That  the  several  matters  and  facts  in 
the  above  deposition  contained  are,  to  the  best  of  his  know- 
ledge and  belief,  true,  the  said  John  Andrew,  from  being 
confined  in  the  same  room  with  the  said  John  Craig,  being 
in  the  like  manner  with  the  said  John  Craig  privy  to  the 
several  matters  and  things  contained  in  the  said  afiidavit. 

"John   li'  Andrew. 

mark. 

Sworn  the  23d  day  of  June,  1776,  before  us: 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Jay, 
Gouverneur  Morris. 


Monday,  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  June  24,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  in  the  Council-Chamber  in  the 
City-Hall  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  pursuant  to  the  agree- 
ment of  yesterday,  the  Court-Room  being  occupied  by 
prisoners  and  guard. 

Present :  John  Jay,  Esq.,  Chairman,  Mr.  Philip  Living- 
ston, Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Randall,  Colonel  Graham,  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, Mr.  Gansevoort. 

Mr.  Axtell  attended  in  pursuance  of  the  summons  from 
this  Committee,  and  returnable  this  day. 

The  Chairman  informed  Mr.  Axtell  of  the  Resolutions 
of  the  Congress  relative  to  persons  of  equivocal  character, 
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and  told  him  the  Committee  iioped  he  would  give  them 
evidence  of  his  being  a  friend  to  the  American  cause. 

Mr.  Axtell  appealed  to  the  uniform  tenour  of  his  conduct, 
which,  he  said,  had  never  been  unfriendly  to  this  country. 

The  Chairman  then  asked  him  whether  he  approved  of 
the  American  opposition.  He  replied  that  he  did  not  of  the 
whole,  and  signified  his  disapprobation  of  the  Canada  ex- 
pedition. 

The  Chairman  asked  him  whether  he  thought  the  Par- 
liament oi  Great  Britain  had  a  right  to  bind  these  Colonies 
in  all  cases  whatsoever.  To  which  he  replied  that,  in  his 
opinion,  they  had  not. 

The  Chairman  then  asked  him  whether  resistance  by  arms 
to  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  British  fleets  and  armies,  to  exe- 
cute and  enforce  those  claims  to  this  question,  was  justifiable. 

Mr.  Axtell  declined  to  give  an  answer,  declaring  that  he 
did  not  mean  to  take  an  active  part  on  either  side — that  the 
bulk  of  his  fortune  was  in  Britain  and  the  M'^est- Indies. 

Mr.  Axtell  was  then  desired  to  withdraw. 

And  the  Committee  went  into  a  consideration  of  Mr.  Ax- 
tell's  case,  in  the  course  of  which  the  following  questions 
were  put  by  the  Chairman  :  Whether  Mr.  Axtell  is  such  a 
friend  to  the  country  as  is  described  in  the  said  resolutions  ? 
Carried  unanimously  in  the  negative. 

2d.  Whether  it  is  necessary  to  remove  Mr.  Axtell  from 
his  present  place  of  residence?  On  which  Mr.  Morris 
moved  that  the  question  be  deferred  for  consideration. 
Which  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

The  question  being  then  put.  Whether  he  shall  be  re- 
moved from  his  present  place  of  residence  ?  Agreed  unani- 
mously in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put,  Whether  any  other  security 
should  be  demanded  of  Mr.  Axtell  than  his  parole  ?  Agreed 
unanimously  that  his  parole  is  sufficient,  and  that  no  other 
security  be  required. 

Mr.  Axtell  was  then  called  in,  and  desired  to  give  his  parole 
that  he  would  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  oppose  or  contravene 
the  measures  of  the  Continental  Congress  or  of  the  Congress 
of  this  Colony.  Mr.  Axtell  objected  that  the  parole  is  so 
broad  that  it  may  admit  of  disagreeable  constructions  of  such 
part  of  his  conduct  as  he  may  think  the  most  innocent,  and 
offered  to  give  his  parole  not  to  take  an  active  part  against 
the  American  cause. 

A  copy  of  the  parole  was  then  given  unto  him,  and  he 
wEis  desired  to  consider  the  same,  and  attend  this  Committee 
again  on  Thursday  next. 

John  Willett,  Esq.,  attending  on  a  summons  returnable 
here  this  day,  was  called  in  ;  and  the  resolutions  of  the  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony  as  to  persons  of  equivocal  character, 
read  to  him  by  the  Chairman. 

The  said  John  Willett  was  then  asked  by  the  Chairman 
whether  he  had  any  evidence  to  give,  or  could  show  cause 
why  he  should  be  considered  as  a  friend  to  America,  &.c. 
To  which  lie  replied  that  he  had  no  other  reason  but  his 
opinion  that  the  Parliament  have  no  right  to  lay  internal 
taxes  on  America. 

Said  John  Willett  was  then  asked  if  he  would  sign  the 
Association  by  the  Provincial  Congress  made  on  the  20th 
instant.  To  which  he  replied  that  he  had  no  other  objec- 
tion to  it  but  that  he  did  not  choose  to  take  up  arms. 

Said  John  Willett  was  then  asked  whether  he  thought  the 
cause  o(  America  just  or  unjust.  To  which  he  replied  he 
was  not  a  proper  judge  of  the  matter. 

Said  John  Willett  was  then  asked  whether  he  was  for  the 
Congress  or  against  it.  To  which  he  replied  he  was  not 
against  it. 

Said  John  Willett  was  then  asked  if  he  was  for  the  Con- 
gress.    To  which  he  replied  he  should  never  disturb  them. 

Said  John  Willett  was  then  asked  to  whom  he  wished 
success — General  Washington  or  General  Howe.  To 
which  he  replied  he  wished  those  might  succeed  who  had 
justice  on  their  side. 

Said  John  Willett  was  then  asked  on  which  side  he  thought 
justice  was.  To  which  he  replied  diat  he  was  no  judge,  but 
wished  that  justice  might  take  place. 

The  said  John  Willett  was  then  requested  to  withdraw. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  said  John  Willett  is  not 
a  friend  to  the  cause  and  rights  of  America. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  it  is  not  necessary  to  remove 
the  said  John  Willett  from  his  stated  place  of  residence. 
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Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  said  John  Willett  give 
bond  to  the  President  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  for 
the  time  being,  by  name,  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
pounds,  that  he  will  neither  directly  nor  indirecdy  contravene 
or  opjiose  the  measures  of  the  Continental  Congress  or  of 
the  Congress  of  this  Colony. 

The  said  John  Willett  was  then  called  in,  and  did  consent 
to  give  such  bond  ;  wherefore, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson  prepare  and  get  the  same 
executed  by  the  said  John  Willett. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  John  Willett,  of 
the  Township  of  Jamaica,  in  Queens  County,  of  the  Colony 
of  iVcty-  York,  Esquire,  am  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  John 
Haring,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of 
New-York,  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds,  lawful  mo- 
ney o( New-York,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  John  Haring  or  to 
his  certain  attorney,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns ; 
for  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made  and  done,  I 
bind  myself,  my  heii-s,  executors  and  administrators,  firmly 
by  these  presents.  Sealed  with  my  seal,  and  dated  this 
twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such,  that  if 
the  above-bound  John  Willett  shall  neither  directly  nor  in- 
directly oppose  or  contravene  the  measures  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  or  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  then  the  above 
obligation  to  be  void  ;   otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force  and 

John  Willett. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  us : 

Robert  Benson, 
John  McKesson. 

Captain  Archibald  Hamilton,  attending  on  the  summons 
returnable  here  this  day,  was  called  in. 

The  Chairman  informed  Captain  Hamilton  of  the  reasons 
of  his  being  so  summoned,  and  read  to  him  the  resolutions 
of  Congress  relative  to  persons  of  equivocal  character,  and 
told  him  that  he  was  considered  as  of  that  number ;  and  that 
the  Committee  hoped  he  would  give  them  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  his  being  a  friend  to  America. 

Captain  Hamilton  thereupon  observed  that  he  loved 
America  ;  that  he  had  fought  and  bled  and  been  in  irons  for 
her ;  that  he  wishes  her  free  and  happy ;  and  that  no  pro- 
mises or  offers  of  reward  or  preferment  could  tempt  him  to 
draw  his  sword  against  her ;  that  he  has  refused  such  ofTers, 
and  that  he  holds  no  office  or  commission  whatever  under 
the  King  of  Great  Britain ;  that  he  has  a  brother  and  other 
near  relations  now  ser\  ing  in  the  King's  armies,  and  that  he 
could  not  think  of  unsheathing  his  sword  against  them  or  the 
King. 

Captain  Hamilton,  on  being  asked  by  the  Chairman 
whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  Pariiament  of  Great  Britain 
have  a  right  to  bind  these  Colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever ; 
said  he  was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  subjects  of  that 
kind  to  answer  the  question ;  but  that  if  he  had  twenty 
hearts,  he  would  sooner  lose  the  blood  in  them  all  than  lose 
his  liberty. 

The  Chairman  then  asked  him  whether  he  would  give  his 
parole  of  honour  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  to  oppose 
or  contravene  the  measures  of  the  Continental  Congress  or 
the  Congress  of  this  Colony  ;  to  which  he  answered  that  he 
would  very  readily,  for  that  he  never  would  injure  America 
in  word,  thought,  or  deed. 

Captain  Hamilton  was  then  desired  to  withdraw,  and  the 
Committee  proceeded  to  take  his  case  into  consideration. 
The  result  of  which  was,  that  they 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Hamilton  was  not  such  a  friend 
to  the  American  cause  as  is  described  in  the  said  resolutions 
of  the  Congress ;  that  it  was  unnecessary  that  he  should  be 
removed  from  the  place  of  his  present  residence ;  that  con- 
fidence might  be  reposed  in  him  as  a  man  of  honour ;  and 
therefore  that  his  parole  was  sufficient  security  for  his  not 
opposing  or  contravening  the  measures  of  the  Continental 
Congress  or  the  Congress  of  this  Colony. 

Captain  Hamilton  was  then  called  in,  and  on  his  agree- 
ing to  give  such  parole,  it  was  reduced  to  writing,  and,  on 
his  signing  it,  was  discharged. 

New-York,  June  24,  1776. 

I,  Archibald  Hamilton,  Esq.,  do  declare  upon  my  honour 
that  I  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  oppose  or  contravene 
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the  measures  of  the  Continental  Congress  or  of  the  Congress 
of  tliis  Colony.  Arch.  Hamilton. 

John  Yates,  of  tlie  WaUkill  Precinct,  in  Ulster  County, 
labourer,  being  sworn,  saith :  That  early  in  this  last  spring 
Absalom  Bull,  one  of  deponent's  neighbours,  came  to  liiui 
and  told  him  he  was  but  a  poor  man,  and  that,  if  he  would  go 
with  the  said  Bull,  he  would  make  a  ge.itleman  of  this  de- 
ponent. That  this  deponent  asked  him  how.  He  replied 
that  if  this  deponent  would  go  and  serve  the  King  for  three 
J  ears,  or  to  the  end  of  the  American  war  if  that  should  sooner 
happen,  this  deponent  should  have  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  on  the  frontiere.  That  deponent  said  it  was  very  un- 
certain, for  he  did  not  see  how  he  was  to  get  a  warranty 
deed  for  it ;  but  if  he  could  get  a  warranty  deed  for  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  he  did  not  know  but  he  might  engage. 
On  this  they  parted.  That  for  many  days  repeatedly  after 
that,  die  said  Absalom  Bull,  together  with  Isaac  IVaugh  and 
Richard  Bull,  came  to  this  deiwnont  and  pressed  him  to 
enter  into  the  King's  service,  but  the  deponent  put  them  off. 
That  they  afterwards  went,  as  they  informed  this  deponent, 
on  board  the  man-of-war,  and  when  they  returned,  brought 
him  a  letter  from  Governour  Tryon,  informing  this  deponent 
that  if  he  would  come  on  board  his  ship  and  pilot  the  men- 
of-war  up  the  North  River,  he  would  give  this  deponent  a 
dollar  a  day  and  five  pounds  a  foot  for  every  foot  that  the 
vessel  he  piloted  drew  more  than  twenty  feet,  and  should 
have  two  hundred  acres  of  land  at  the  determination  of  die 
American  war;  and  that  Ireland,  Scotland  and  IVales  had 
all  united  with  England  to  subdue  America.  That  this 
deponent  had,  till  within  a  few  years  last  past,  been  a  sea- 
faring inan,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  the  navigation  of 
the  North  River,  which  was  well  known  to  his  said  neigh- 
bours, and,  as  this  deponent  believes,  was  by  them  made 
known  to  Governour  Tryon.  That  this  deponent  afterwards 
received  two  other  letters,  of  the  like  import,  from  Governour 
Tryon.  That  about  six  weeks  ago  this  deponent,  together 
with  the  said  Absalom  Bull,  Richard  Bull,  and  Isaac  fVaugh, 
travelled  from  their  homes  down  through  Westchester  County 
to  White-Stone  Ferry,  where  tliey  crossed  over  to  Long- 
Island,  and  thence  to  Hempstead,  and  went  to  the  house  of 
one  Simonson,  a  tavern-keeper,  in  that  town  ;  that  they 
went  from  thence  to  the  house  of  Captain  Hulet,  where  they 
all  lodged  ;  that  the  next  morning  this  deponent's  compa- 
nions went  off  from  Rockaway  in  an  oyster-boat  that  plied 
between  that  coast  and  the  ships,  and  supplied  them  with 
provisions,  as  he  was  informed  and  believed  ;  that  they  de- 
sired this  deponent  to  go  with  them,  but  this  deponent  be- 
ing sick,  and  not  much  inclined  to  go  on  board,  said  he  would 
wait  at  Captain  Hulet's  till  their  return  ;  that  after  three 
days  they  all  returned  to  this  deponent  at  Captain  Hulet's, 
aforesaid,  and  that  Colonel  Fanning,  the  Governour's  Secre- 
tary, came  with  them  ;  that  the  said  Colonel  Fanning  was 
well  known  to  this  deponent,  he  having  often  seen  him, 
and  this  deponent  having  been  a  mariner  in  Captain  Hun- 
ter's ship,  which  brought  the  Colonel  from  Engla7id ;  that 
at  present  this  deponent  did  not  know  Colonel  Fanning,  he 
being  disguised  in  the  dress  of  a  common  labouring  man, 
but  on  taking  this  deponent  aside  he  made  himself  known  to 
him,  whereupon  this  deponent  immediately  recollected  his 
face  and  person  ;  that  he  asked  this  deponent  to  go  on  board 
with  him ;  this  deponent  answered  that  he  was  too  sick  to 
go ;  that  then  the  Colonel  told  him  that  if  he  could  not  go 
then,  he  must  come  down  when  the  fleet  arrived,  and  that 
they  would  send  this  deponent  a  letter  to  inform  him  of  it, 
to  which  this  deponent  agreed.  That  Colonel  Fanning  told 
him  New-  York  was  to  be  the  seat  of  war ;  that  some  of  the 
fleet  would  run  round  into  the  Sound,  and  land  troops  ou 
Lons;-Island;  diat  another  division  would  land  on  the  south 
side  and  hoist  the  King's  standard;  and  that  all  the  men 
that  engaged  to  serve  the  King  should  come  to  Long-Island 
and  join  them,  and  that  cannon  was  already  provided  in 
different  parts  of  Long-Island,  and  that  there  were  then 
three  field-pieces  and  a  mortar-iiiece  under  the  floor  of  the 
barn  of  the  said  Simonson.  The  said  Colonel  Fanning 
also  told  this  deponent  that  they  should  want  him  to  pilot 
vessels  of  war  up  the  North  River,  and  that  the  Savage, 
Fhcni-i,  and  Shuldan  (which,  he  believes,  was  formerly 
the  Rhode-Island  packet)  were  designed  for  that  service. 
That  the  Colonel  desired  this  deponent  to  bring  all  the  pro- 
visions he  could  on  board  the  ships,  and  that  he  should 


receive  the  following  prices  for  them,  viz :  five  jinunds  a 
barrel  for  salt  pork,  one  shilling  per  pound  for  gammons, 
eighteen  pence  per  pound  for  butter,  and  a  good  price  for 
fowls,  eggs,  &.C.,  and  then  gave  this  deponent  a  paper  (now 
delivered)  widi  a  seal  on  it,  and  the  letters  W.  T.  on  the 
back  of  it,  and  told  this  deponent  that  it  would  serve  him  as 
a  pass  to  go  by  all  the  men-of-war  and  cruisers  unmolested. 
That  Colonel  Fanning  further  told  this  deponent  that  Absa- 
lom Bull,  aforesaid,  had  inlisted  a  great  many  men,  and 
desired  this  deponent  lo  do  the  like,  hut  this  deponent  de- 
clined it.  That  this  deponent  knows  John  Clarke,  a  painter ; 
that  he  saw  him  in  this  town  about  a  fortnight  ago  ;  that  he 
told  this  deponent  ho  was  going  on  board  the  ships,  and  re- 
quested this  deponent  to  go  with  him,  which  this  deponent 
refused  ;  that  he  advised  this  deponent  to  engage  to  fight  for 
the  King,  and  said  the  Americans  w  ould  be  beat.  That  the 
aforesaid  Absalom  Bull  this  spring  showed  this  deponent  a 
list  of  persons  whom  he  had  inlisted  for  the  King's  service  ; 
that  the  said  Absalom  told  this  de|K)nent  that  there  were 
two  hundred  names  on  it,  which  this  deponent  really  be- 
lieves to  be  true,  but  this  deponent  does  not  remember  the 
names  of  any  of  them,  exce|)t  Richard  Bull,  Alexander 
Scadden,  .James  Scadden,  Isaac  Waugh,  John  Clarke,  (the 
painter  aforesaid,)  Jcivcl  Smith,  and  one  Seely,  of  a  place  in 
Orange  County  called  Oxford.  That  Absalom  Bull  afore- 
said was  to  be  a  Captain,  and  had  a  commission  for  it  from 
Governour  Tryon,  which  he  showed  to  this  deponent,  and 
that  it  was  written  on  parchment,  and  a  great  seal  hanging 
to  it,  but  that  this  deponent  did  not  read  it.  The  said  Absa- 
lom Bull  further  said,  that  all  the  men  so  inlisted  for  the 
King's  service  were  to  join  the  fleet  when  it  arrived,  and 
that  all  who  did  not,  would  be  treated  as  deserters  from  the 

King's  service.  ■,         ^'  v 

John  „><,^  Yates. 

Sworn  the  24th  June,  1776,  before  us : 

John  Jay, 

GOUVERNEUK  MoRRIS. 

To  Captain  Abef.l,  of  Colonel  Lasher's  Battalion: 

Sir:   Whereas  Simerson,  of  the  Township  of 

Hempstead,  in  (Queen's  County,  Inn-keeper,  stands  charged 
with  dangerous  designs  and  treasonable  conspiracies  against 
the  rights  and  liberties  o(  America,  and  that  for  the  perpe- 
tration of  such  wicked  designs  and  conspiracies  he  hath 
divers  cannon  and  other  implements  of  war  now  concealed  : 
We  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  unto  us 
given  by  a  resolve  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  of  the 
20th  o(  June  instant,  do  authorize  and  require  you  to  cause 

to  be  apprehended  and  secured  the  said Simerson, 

with  all  his  papers,  and  to  make  search  for  and  take  all 
cannon  and  other  implements  of  war  whatsoever  in  his 
house,  barn,  and  outhouses  ;  and  that  return  be  made  to  us 
of  the  manner  in  which  this  warrant  shall  be  executed,  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  made  known  to  the  said  Con- 
gress. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  24th  day  of  June,  1776. 

In  the  Council-Chamber  of  the  Cily-Hall  of  the  City  of  New- York,  ? 

June  25,  1776.      5 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — John  Jay,  Esq.,  Chairman  ;  Mr.  Philip  Liv- 
ingston, Mr.  Iloburt,  Colonel  Graham,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr. 
Morris,  and  iNIr.  Gansevoort. 

Mr.  Hobart  and  Colonel  Graham  reported  a  draft  of  a 
Warrant  to  be  issued  against  such  persons  of  equivocal  cha- 
racter as  may  neglect  or  refuse  to  appear  on  summons  ; 
which  being  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to,  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit: 

To 


Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-York,  on 
the  5th  day  of  June  instant,  did  pass  certain  resolutions,  re- 
citing, among  other  things,  that  '  whereas  there  are  in  this 
Colony  divers  persons  who,  by  reason  of  their  holding  offices 
from  the  King  of  Great  Britain — from  their  having  neglect- 
ed or  refused  to  associate  with  their  fellow-citizens  for  the 
defence  of  their  common  rights — from  their  having  never 
manifested,  by  their  conduct,  a  zeal  for,  and  an  attachment 
to,  the  American  cause — or  from  their  having  maintained  an 
equivocal  neutrality,  have  been  considered  by  their  country- 
men in  a  suspicious  light, — whereby  it  hath  become  neces- 


• 
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sary,  as  well  for  the  safety  as  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
people,  (who,  in  times  so  dangerous  and  critical,  are  naturally 
led  to  consider  those  as  their  enemies  who  withhold  from 
them  their  aid  and  influence,)  that  sundry  persons  in  the  said 

resolution  named,  of  which  numher is  one, 

and  also  all  such  other  persons  of  the  like  character  as  we, 
a  Committee  of  the  said  Congress  lor  that  purpose  by  the 
resolutions  aforesaid  duly  appointed  and  authorized,  may 
think  proper,  be  summoned  to  appear  before  us  at  such  time 
and  place  as  we  should  appoint,  then  and  there  lo  show 
cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  they  should  be  considered  as 
friends  to  the  American  cause,  and  as  of  the  number  of  those 
who  are  ready  to  risk,  their  livec  and  fortunes  in  defence 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  oi  America  against  the  usurpation, 
unjust  claims,  and  cruel  oppressions  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment— which  rights  and  liberties,  and  which  unjust  claims 
and  cruel  oppressions,  are  specified  and  stated  in  divere 
addresses,  petitions,  and  resolutions,  of  the  present  and  late 
Continental  Congresses;'  and  in  default  of  appearance,  we, 
the  Committee  aforesaid,  on  proof  made  of  the  seivice  of  the 
said  summons,  are  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  them  to 
be  arrested  and  brought  before  us  by  warrant  under  our 
hands,  directed  to  any  Militia  officer  in  this  Colony,  who 
is,  by  the  said  resolves,  required  to  execute  the  same ;  and 
whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  aforesaid  of  the  said 
Congress,  we,  the  Committee  aforesaid,  did,  on  the  .... 
day  oi  June  instant,  issue  our  summons  to  the  above-men- 
tioned   )  to  appear  before  us  at  the  City- 
Hall  of  the  City  of  New-York,  on the  ...  . 

day  of ,  at o'clock  in  the 

noon  of  the  said  day,  to  show  cause,  if  any  he  had,  why  he 
should  be  considered  as  a  friend  to  the  common  cause ;  and 

which  summons  was  duly  served  on  the  said , 

as  appears  by  the  return  of ,  the  Messenger 

of  this  Congress,  thereto  duly  appointed  and  sworn ;  and 

whereas  said  .  . did  not  appear  in  pursuance 

of  the  summons  aforesaid,  but  hath  made  default :  We,  there- 
fore, the  Committee  aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust 
reposed  in  us  by  the  resolves  aforesaid,  do  authorize  and 
require  you  forthwith  to  arrest  and  bring  before  us,  at  the 
City-Hall  of  the   City  of  New- York,   the   above-named 

,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  to 

abide  such  order  in  the  premises  as  by  us  may  be  made ; 
and  bring  with  you  then  there  this  warrant. 

Given  at  New-York. 

Mr.  Hobart  and  Colonel  Graham  reported  a  draft  of  a 
Summons  to  persons  inimical  to  the  cause  and  rights  of 
Ameri£a ;  which  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

Whereas  by  certain  Resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  the 
Colony  of  New-  York,  of  the  5th  day  of  June  instant,  we,  a 
Committee  of  the  said  Congress,  were  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  summon  certain  persons,  whose  conduct  had  been 
represented  to  the  said  Congress  as  inimical  to  the  cause  and 
rights  of  America,  of  which  number  you  are  one,  to  appear 
before  us  at  such  time  and  place  as  we  might  think  proper, 
then  and  there  to  answer  to  such  matters  and  things  as  shall 
be  alleged  against  them,  and  show  cause  (if  any  they  have) 
why  they  should  be  considered  as  friends  to  the  American 
cause :  We  do,  therefore,  in  pui-suance  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  us  by  the  said  resolutions,  summon  you  to  appear  before 
us  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  at  the  City-Hall  of  the  City  of 

New- York,  on the  .  .  .  day  of , 

at  ...  .  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  same  day. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  prepare  all  the  Summonses 
directed  to  be  issued  to  the  pei-sons  named  in  the  said  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  by  to-morrow  morning. 

Ordered,  also.  That  a  number  of  Warrants  aforesaid  be 
prepared. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  for  an  hour  to  meet  again 
at  Scott's  Tavern,  in  Wall  Street. 

George  Brewerton,  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  Esquire, 
being  examined,  saith :  That  he  never  was  engaged  in 
any  design  of  iniisting  men  to  serve  the  King  against  the 
Americans ;  nor  was  he  otherwise  acquainted  with  the  ex- 
istence of  any  such  design,  except  in  the  following  manner: 
Captain  Benson,  about  three  weeks  ago,  told  this  examinant 
he  had  heard  that  Gilbert  Forbes  was  employed  in  iniisting 
men    for   the  King's   service,    and  asked   this  examinant 


whether  he  knew  anything  of  it.  That  examinant  told  him 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  and  that  if  Forbes  had 
engaged  in  that  business,  he  was  a  fool.  That  this  exami- 
nant afterwards  asked  Forbes  about  it,  and  told  him  if  he 
inlisted  any  men  in  that  way  he  did  wrong.  That  Forbes 
replied  that  there  was  nothing  in  it,  and  that  he  was  not  en- 
gaged in  any  such  business.  That  this  deponent,  instead  of 
aiding  the  Ministerial  armies,  has  advised  and  persuaded 
men  to  inlist  in  the  Continental  service ;  and  without  being 
applied  to  by  the  Committee  (or  that  purpose,  did  disj)ose 
of  seven  or  eight  firelocks  to  be  employed  in  the  delence 
of  the  American  cause,  and  would  have  remained  in  this 
city  and  assisted  iii  defending  it  had  it  not  been  for  the  late 
riotous  proceedings  against  pei'sons  suspected  of  being  To- 
ries, under  which  suspicion  this  examinant  had  fallen,  as  he 
supposes,  from  his  refusing  to  sign  the  Association  of  the 
Committee  of  Safiity,  to  which  he,  as  well  as  many  other 
good  friends  to  the  cause,  refused  lo  subscribe.  That  this 
examinant  has  signed  the  first  Association,  and  has  no  ob- 
jection to  signing  the  last,  in  common  with  his  fellow- 
citizens.  That  about  five  «eeks  ago,  David  Matthews, 
Esq.,  asked  this  examinant  whether  he  knew  Forbes.  That 
this  deponent  said  he  knew  most  of  the  Forbeses ;  and 
asked  Mr.  Matthews  why.  He  said  that  he  had  an  account 
against  Governour  Tryon,  and  that  the  Governour  had  sent 
money  by  him  to  pay  Forbes.  That  the  examinant  then 
asked  Mr.  Matthews  how  the  Governour  came  to  owe  him 
money.  He  replied  that  he  believed  it  was  for  ritle-guns 
that  he  had  sent  him.  On  which  this  examinant  observed 
that  it  must  be  Gilbert  Forbes,  the  gunsmith ;  and  that  this 
examinant  said  he  did  not  take  him  lor  such  a  fellow.  Mr. 
Matthews  said  that  he  was  also  much  surprised.  Examinant 
said  he  would  speak  to  Forbes.  That  examinant  afterwards 
saw  Forbes,  and  asked  him  whether  he  had  an  account 
against  Governour  Tryon ;  to  which  he  answered  no. 
That  examinant  asked  him  if  he  had  not  sent  things  to  the 
Governour;  to  which  he  said  no.  That  examinant  then 
said  he  thought  he  had  heard  the  Mayor  say  he  had  received 
money  for  him  from  Governour  Tryon.  Forbes  then  con- 
fessed that  the  Governour  owed  him  money.  Examinant 
then  left  him  without  further  questions.  That  some  time 
afterwards  examinant  received  a  few  lines  from  Mr.  Mayor, 
with  some  money,  informing  this  examinant  that  he  was 
going  out  of  town,  and  requesting  him  to  deliver  it  to 
Forbes,  which  examinant  did.  That  this  examinant  does 
not  remember  that  the  Mayor  desired  him  to  dissuade  Forbes 
from  the  prosecution  of  any  designs  against  America ;  but 
that  this  examinant  did,  as  aforesaid,  of  his  own  accord, 
call  upon  Forbes,  and  so  dissuade  him  as  above  related. 
This  examinant  most  solemnly  declares  that  he  never  en- 
tertained or  was  concerned  in  any  design  whatever  against 
the  interest  and  safety  of  America. 

George  Bkewerton. 

Taken  before  us  the  25th  of  June,  1776: 

Philip  Livingston, 
Gouverneur  Morris. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  George  Brew- 
erton and  Jacob  Brewerton,  of  the  City  of  New-\ork,  Es- 
quires, are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  John  Haring,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-  York,  in  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  lawful  money  of  the  Colony  of 
New-  York,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  John  Haring,  his  execu- 
tors, administrators,  or  assigns  ;  for  the  payment  whereof  we 
do  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators, 
jointly  and  severally,  by  these  presents.  Sealed  with  our 
seals,  and  dated  the  25th  day  ol'  June,  1776. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  above 
bounden  George  Brewerton  shall,  upon  reasonable  notice 
unto  him  given,  or  left  at  the  usual  place  of  his  abode,  at- 
tend the  Provincial  Congress,  or  a  Committee  of  the  said 
Congress,  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  shall  be  required, 
then  the  above  obligation  to  be  void,  else  to  remain  ia 
force.  George  Brewerton, 

Jacob  Brewerton. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

Philip  Livingston, 
Gouverneur  Morris. 

Whereas  George  Brewerton,  Esquire,  stood  charged  be- 
fore us  with  being  privy  to  certain  dangerous  designs  and 
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treasonable  conspiracies  against  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
America ;  and  whereas,  after  strict  inquiry  into  the  several 
allegations  against  the  said  George  Brcivcrton,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  said  charge  is  not  well  founded :  We,  there- 
fore, in  justice  to  the  said  George  Brewerton,  do  hereby 
certify  the  same.  And  as  the  said  George  Breicerton,  to- 
gether with  Jacob  Brewerton,  have  given  bond  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  for  the  appearance  of 
him,  the  said  George  Brewerton,  before  the  Congress  of  this 
Colony  whenever  called  upon,  for  his  good  behaviour  as  a 
friend  to  the  American  cause,  do  dismiss  liini  from  all  further 
attendance  upon  us. 

Given  under  our  hands  the  25th  day  of  June,  1776. 

To  Mr.  Wynant  Van  Zandt,  a  Lieutenant  in  Colonel 
Lasher's  Battalion: 

Whereas  Nicholas  Cannery,  of  the  City  of  New-York, 
Inn-keeper,  stands  charged  before  us,  by  the  oath  of  Hugh 
Stevenson,  with  having  sold  to  the  said  Hugh  certain  quan- 
tities of  gunpowder,  wiiich  there  is  great  reason  to  suspect 
the  said  Nicholas  obtained  from  the  enemies  of  America, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  injuring  its  cause ;  and  whereas  it  is 
represented  to  us  that  the  said  Nicholas  is  notoriously  dis- 
affected to  the  American  cause :  We  do,  therefore,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  certain  resolve  of  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of 
New-York,  authorize  and  require  you  to  apprehend  the  said 
Nicholas  Connery,  and  make  diligent  search  in  his  dwelling- 
house  and  other  buildings  for  gunpowder,  and  other  imple- 
ments of  war,  and  the  same  in  safe  custody  to  keep,  and 
the  said  Nicholas  forthwith  to  bring  before  us,  to  the  end 
that  we  may  inquire  into  the  premises,  and  make  such  order 
in  the  premises  as  may  be  necessary;  and  make  your  returns 
to  us  of  the  manner  in  which  you  shall  execute  this  war- 
rant. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  25th  day  of  June,  1776. 

John  Jay, 

GOUVERNEDR  MoRKIS. 

City  o/ New-York,  ss  : 

James  Campbell  and  Alexander  Anderson  being  duly 
sworn  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists,  do  depose,  that  they,  to- 
gether with  Michael  Tromper  and  Abraham  Brower,  some- 
where about  the  2d  or  3d  day  of  May,  were  in  company  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Ellsworth,  at  Paulus-Hook ;  that  while 
there,  John  Taylor  came  in,  and  after  calling  for  wine,  and 
pressing  them  to  drink,  pulled  out  a  good  many  bills,  de- 
claring that  he  had  then  five  hundred  pounds  about  him, 
which  he  had  received  for  lands  sold  by  him  in  Morris 
County  ;  that  he  had  been  up  there  twice  before,  and  re- 
ceived in  all  upwards  of  seventeen  hundred  pounds,  and 
that  he  expected  to  go  up  again  and  receive  more.  That 
these  deponents  were  much  surprised  to  hear  the  said  Taylor 
make  such  declarations,  as  they  took  him  to  be  in  low  cir- 
cumstances, and  knew  him  to  be  a  man  of  infamous  cha- 
racter. That  the  said  Taylor  was  then  armed  with  pistols 
and  a  cutlass,  and  gave  as  a  reason  for  carrying  those  arms 
that  he  was  afraid  of  being  insulted  upon  the  road.  And 
the  said  Jam£s  Campbell  further  saith  that  he  believes  the 
said  John  Taylor  to  be  greatly  disaffected  to  the  American 
cause,  as  the  said  Taylor  is  intimate  with  Gilbert  Forbes, 
and  others  of  the  like  stamp.  And  further  he  saith,  that,  at 
the  time  above-mentioned,  the  said  John  Taylor  pulled  out 
a  purse,  in  which  was  gold  and  silver,  about  three  inches 
deep  and  three  or  four  inches  in  diameter ;  and  further  these 
deponents,  or  either  of  them,  say  not. 

James  Campbell, 
Alexander  Anderson. 

Sworn  before  us,  the  25th  day  of  June,  1776 : 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Jay, 
Gouverneur  Morris. 

City-Hall,  New- York,  June  26,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  and,  for 
want  of  room,  adjourned  to  Scotfs  Tavern  :  Present,  Mr. 
Philip  Livingston,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Colonel  Graham,  Mr. 
Randall,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 

The  gentlemen  present  unanimously  chose  Leonard 
Gansevoort,  Esq.,  Chairman  pro  tempore. 

The  Committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  case  of 
Doctor  Samuel  Martin.    The  proceedings  of  yesterday  as 


to  Mr.  Martin  were  read ;  and  the  Committee  resumed  the 
question,  the  determination  of  which  was  postponed  yester- 
day, and  the  same  question  was  put  by  the  Chairman. 

And  thereupon.  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  it  is  not 
necessary  to  remove  Doctor  Samuel  Martin  from  the  place 
of  his  present  residence,  as  there  is  not  any  proof  offered  or 
known  to  this  Committee  that  he  has  broken  the  condition 
of  his  bond  given  to  the  President  of  the  Congress  of  this 
Colony  on  the  17th  day  of  February  last. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  Doctor  Martin's  parole  be 
taken  that  he  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  oppose  or  con- 
travene the  measures  of  the  Continental  Congress  or  the 
Congress  of  this  Colony  ;  and  that  his  parole,  together  with 
the  above-mentioned  bond,  is  sufficient  security. 

Doctor  Martin  was  called  in,  and  signed  a  copy  of  his 
Parole,  which  is  in  the  words  following,  viz : 

New- York,  June  26,  1776. 

I,  Samuel  Martin,  of  Hempstead,  on  Nassau-IslaJid,  Phy- 
sician, do  declare,  upon  my  honour,  that  I  will  not,  directly 
or  indirectly,  oppose  or  contravene  the  measures  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  or  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony. 

Samuel  Martin. 

A  certified  copy  of  which  Parole  was  given  to  the  said 
Samuel  Martin.  Mr.  Martin  then  requested  that  some  cer- 
tificate might  be  given  to  him  to  prevent  his  being  molested 
by  any  persons  while  his  conduct  shall  be  agreeable  to  his 
parole. 

Thereupon  a  Certificate  was  given  to  Mr.  Martin  in  the 
words  following,  viz : 

In  a  Special  Committee  of  the  Colony  of  New- York,  ? 

June  26,  1776.      5 

Whereas  Samuel  Martin,  of  Far  Rockaway,  in  Hemp- 
stead, on  Nassau-Island,  Physician,  did,  on  the  17th  day  of 
February  last,  give  bond  with  security  to  the  President  of 
the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  with  condition  thereto  to  be- 
have himself  peaceably,  and  make  no  opposition  to  the 
measures  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies or  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  of  New-  York,  or  to 
instigate  others  so  to  do ;  and  whereas  the  said  Samuel 
Martin  also  this  day  hath  given  his  parole  to  the  said  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony  that  he  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
oppose  or  contravene  the  measures  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress or  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony :  Therefore  it  is 
hereby  recommended  to  all  friends  to  the  United  Colonies, 
and  to  all  other  persons  whomsoever,  not  to  molest,  interrupt, 
or  disturb  the  said  Samuel  Martin  while  he  continues  to 
fulfil  the  condition  of  his  said  bond,  and  to  observe  and  keep 
his  parole  of  honour. 

Ordered,  That  Summons  do  issue,  &;c. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  James  Mat- 
thews, of  Matlhewsjield,  in  the  Precinct  of  Cornwall,  in 
the  County  of  Orange,  gentleman,  and  Nathaniel  Strong,  of 
Blooming-Grove,  in  the  Precinct  and  County  aforesaid, 
Esquires, are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  John  Haring,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  Neiv-  York,  in 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  lawful  money  of  New-  York, 
to  be  paid  to  the  said  John  Haring,  his  executors,  adminis- 
trators, or  assigns ;  for  the  payment  of  which  sum  we  do 
bind  ourselves,  jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  pre- 
sents. Sealed  with  our  seals,  dated  the  26th  day  of  June, 
1776. 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the 
above  bounden  James  Matthews  shall,  on  reasonable  notice 
to  him  given,  or  left  at  the  usual  place  of  his  abode,  attend 
the  Congress  of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being,  or  a  Com- 
mittee thereof  hereunto  duly  authorized  and  ap|)ointed,  and 
answer  such  matters  as  may  be  alleged  against  him,  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  shall  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  con- 
travene or  oppose  the  measures  of  the  Continental  Congress 
or  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  but,  on  the  contrary,  shall 
approve  himself  a  good  friend  to  the  American  cause,  then 
the  above  obligation  shall  be  void,  otherwise  remain  in  full 
force  and  virtue. 

James  Matthews, 
Nathaniel  Strong. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

Philip  Livingston, 
Gouverneur  Morris. 
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I,  James  Matthews,  Esquire,  of  Orange  County,  in  the 
Colony  of  i\'c«/'-ForA:,  do  most  solemnly  declare  that  the 
claims  of  the  British  Parliament  to  bind,  at  their  discretion, 
the  people  of  the  United  Colonies  in  America  in  all  cases 
whatsoever,  are,  in  tny  opinion,  absurd,  unjust,  and  tyran- 
nical ;  and  that  the  hostile  attempts  of  their  Heets  and  armies 
to  enforce  submission  to  those  wicked  and  ridiculous  claims 
ought  to  be  resisted  by  arms ;  and,  therefore,  I  do  engage 
and  associate,  under  all  the  ties  which  I  hold  sacred,  to  de- 
fend by  arms  these  United  Colonies  against  the  said  hostile 
attempts,  agreeable  to  such  laws  and  regulations  as  my  Re- 
presentatives in  the  Congresses  or  future  General  Assem- 
blies of  this  Colony  have,  or  shall,  for  that  purpose,  make  and 

^'*^^^''^^'-  James  Matthews. 

New-York,  June  26,  1776. 

Israel  Youngs  being  sworn,  saith :  That  when  he  was 
first  put  into  the  Jail  of  this  city,  viz  :  about  six  weeks  ago, 
he  was  confined  there  in  the  same  room  with  Thomas  Ver- 
non, of  the  city  of  iVeiw-  York,  hatter ;  that  the  said  Thomas 
asked  this  deponent  where  he  came  from ;  deponent  told 
him  he  was  born  and  brought  up  in  (^ueen^s  County;  he 
asked  this  deponent  if  he  knew  John  Hulet  and  Richard 
Hulet;  deponent  said  he  did,  particularly  JoAn,  for  depo- 
nent's brother  had  married  his  daughter ;  that  the  said  Ver- 
non thereupon  spoke  very  freely  to  this  deponent  on  the 
subject  of  politicks,  and  said  he  would  be  damned  if  the 
fleet  did  not  come  soon  and  let  them  all  out ;  he  confessed 
to  this  deponent  that  he  had  several  times  been  on  board  the 
Dutchess-of-Gordon,  where  he  had  seen  Richard  Hulet  and 
Thomas  Cornell;  that  he  had  also  seen  Governour  Try  on 
often,  and  that  the  Governour  would  talk  very  free  with  them  ; 
that  they  had  on  board  a  number  of  Rivington's  types  and 
one  of  his  printers ;  that  he  had  written  a  letter  to  the  Go- 
vernour the  Monday  before  for  money,  and  that  he  expected 
the  next  day  to  receive  it ;  that  the  next  day  the  said  2'homas 
received  a  letter  which  he  said  was  from  the  Governour,  and 
also  some  water-work  money,  which  he  said  they  counter- 
feited on  board  the  Dutchess,  and  he  himself  had  seen  them 
printing  it  off;  that  they  had  a  chest  of  it.  This  deponent 
says  that  the  money  aforesaid  resembled  the  said  water-work 
money  so  much  that  he  should  have  taken  it  for  genuine 
but  that  the  paper  seemed  to  be  rather  thicker.  The  said 
Vernon  further  told  this  deponent  that  he  kept  a  periagua, 
and  he  used  to  go  after  sand,  and  so  he  got  on  board  the 
Dutchess. 

And  this  deponent  further  saith :  That  the  said  Vernon 
told  him  they  were  inlisting  men  in  the  King's  service,  and 
that  a  Captain  in  Colonel  McDougalVs  Regiment,  whose 
name  this  deponent  cannot  recollect,  had  a  commission  from 
Governour  Tryon  for  that  purpose ;  that  a  man,  whom  the 
said  Vernon  told  this  deponent  was  the  said  Captain,  came 
one  day  to  the  door  of  the  room  in  which  this  deponent  and 
the  said  Vernon  were  confined,  and  conversed  with  the  said 
Vernon  through  the  hole  of  the  door,  but  this  deponent  did 
not  overhear  them ;  that  when  he  went  away,  Vernon  told 
this  deponent  that  was  the  Captain  who  was  inlisting  men 
for  Governour  Tryon,  and  that  he  had  got  a  hundred.  The 
said  Vernon  also  told  this  deponent  that  he  had,  by  Gover- 
nour Tryon's  order,  engaged  with  DawJcins,  an  engraver, 
who  had  been  taken  up  on  a  charge  of  counterfeiting  mo- 
ney, to  go  on  board  the  Dutchess  and  cut  money  plates  for 
the  Governour,  and  that  the  Governour  was  to  give  the  said 
DawJcins  a  hundred  pounds  for  his  trouble ;  and  that  the 
said  Vernon  was  to  have  carried  him  on  board  had  not  Daw- 
kins  got  drunk  and  told  him  that  he  (the  said  Vernon)  was 
going  to  carry  him  on  board,  which  being  made  known  to 
him,  (the  said  Vernon,)  he  was  afraid  to  attempt  carrying  him 
off  at  the  time  appointed,  and  that  Dawkins  immediately 
after  disappeared.  The  said  Vernon  further  told  this  depo- 
nent that  he  was  in  Jail  with  Daivkins  before,  that  Daw- 
kins  left  his  chest  open,  and  that  he,  (Vernon,)  intending  to 
take  something  out  of  his  chest  and  make  him  treat  him  for 
giving  it  to  him  again,  opened  the  chest  and  found  in  it  a 
plate  to  strike  Pennsylvania  money,  and  kept  it  near  a  week; 
that  Dawkins,  when  he  missed  it,  was  very  uneasy,  and  he 
(the  said  Vernon)  again  delivered  it  to  him. 

This  deponent  further  says :  That  when  Thomas  Hickey 
and  Michael  Lynch,  of  the  General's  Guards,  were  appre- 
hended for  money-making,  they  were  confined  in  the  same 
room  with  this  deponent ;  that  they  then  cursed  and  swore 


a  great  deal  and  damned  themselves  if  they  would  ever 
fight  any  more  for  America ;  that  this  deponent  talked  Tory 
with  them,  and  by  that  means  they  came  to  confide  in  him  ; 
that  Rickey  and  Lynch  said  there  were  near  seven  hundrctj 
men  inlisted  for  the  King,  and  that  the  night  before  the  fleet 
arrived  they  were  to  have  notice  of  it ;  that  they  were  to 
repair  towards  King's  Bridge  and  join  them ;  and  that  some 
of  the  fleet  were  to  go  up  the  North  River,  and  another  party 
up  the  East  River,  and  so  surround  the  Island.  Deponent 
understood  from  them  that  they  were  both  inlisted,  and  their 
names  sent  on  board  the  man-of-war.  They  also  said  that 
the  Army  was  very  corrupt,  and  spoke  very  slightly  of  Co- 
lonel McDougall's  Regiment.  That  when  the  news  came  to 
their  room  that  the  plot  was  discovered,  and  that  the  Con- 
gress had  taken  up  some  of  them,  the  said  Hickey  and 
Lynch  seemed  to  be  a  good  deal  uneasy,  but  they  comforted 
themselves  in  this:  Lynch  said  they  had  not  got  his  name, 
for  it  was  gone  on  board  the  man-of-war,  and  Hickey  said 
if  they  had  got  his  name  it  was  not  of  his  writing,  and  there- 
fore neither  of  them  could  be  hurt.  Lynch  further  said  that  ' 
if  the  guards  came  to  be  a  little  thinner  he  would  make  his 
escape  through  the  windows.  Israel  Youngs. 

Sworn  the  26th  day  oi  June,  1776: 

John  Jay, 
GouvERNEUR  Morris. 

Gilbert  Forbes,  being  again  examined,  further  saith :  That 

he  knows  one Silk ;  that  he  was  left  by  Captain 

Aidey  to  wait  upon  his  wife,  who  lives  on  Long-Island, 
somewhere  near  Hempstead ;  that  he  is  often  in  town,  fre- 
quently at  Mrs.  Oiry's  and  Mrs.  Brandon's,  has  the  air  of 
a  soldier,  wears  a  short  brown  hunting  coat  and  a  double- 
breasted  jacket  of  the  same  colour ;  that  he  used  to  wait  on 
a  Mr.  Miller,  who  lives  or  lodges  in  Mr.  Gouvemeur' s  house 
on  Rotten  Row;  that  Sergeant  Graham  (an  old  soldier,  dis- 
charged from  the  Royal  Artillery)  was  employed  by  Gover- 
nour Tryon  to  speak  to  examinant  about  inlisting  men  for 
the  King's  service,  and  told  this  examinant,  from  the  Gover- 
nour, that  if  this  examinant  exerted  himself  in  that  business 
and  raised  a  number  of  men,  he  should  have  a  company ; 
that  the  said  Sergeant  also  informed  him  that,  at  the  request 
of  the  Governour,  he  had  surveyed  the  ground  and  works 
about  this  city  and  on  Long-Island,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  had  concerted  a  plan  for  an  attack,  which  he  had  given 
to  Governour  Tryon,  and  of  which  the  Governour  approv- 
ed, which  was  as  follows,  viz:  that  the  manof-war  should 
cannonade  the  battery  at  Red  Hook,  and  while  that  wa.s 
doing  a  detachment  of  the  Army,  with  some  cannon,  &c., 
should  land  below  or  about  Red  Hook,  and  march  round  so 
as  to  come  upon  the  back  of  the  batteries  near  Swedeland 
House  ;  that  a  small  part  of  the  detachment  should  make  a 
feint  of  marching  up  the  road  leading  directly  to  the  battery, 
but  that  the  main  body  were  to  make  a  circuitous  march  so 
as  to  reach  the  battery  while  our  attention  was  engaged  by 
the  feint  aforesaid ;  that  if  they  carried  that  battery,  which 
they  expected  to  take  by  storm,  they  were  immediately  to 
attack  the  battery  on  the  hill  near  the  ferry,  which  the  Ser- 
geant said  would  be  easily  done,  as  no  embrasures  were 
made  or  cannon  fixed  on  the  back  side  of  it ;  that  this  latter 
battery,  when  in  their  possession,  would  command  the  works 
on  Governour's  Island,  which  they  would  keep  between 
two  fires,  viz :  the  battery  last  mentioned  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  shipping  on  the  other ;  that  then  the  shipping,  with 
the  remainder  of  the  Army,  were  to  divide,  one  division  was 
to  run  up  the  North  River  and  land  at  or  near  about  Clarke's 
farm,  and  march  directly  to  Enclenbergh  Hall,  and  fortify 
there;  the  other  division  was  to  run  up  the  East  River  and 
land  in  such  manner  as  to  gain  a  footing  on  Jones's  Hill,  from 
whence  they  expected  to  command  and  silence  the  battery 
on  Bayard's  Hill;  that  should  they  gain  possession  of  the 
places  above-mentioned,  their  next  object  would  he  the 
grounds  adjacent  to  King's  Bridge,  where  they  intend  to  erect 
strono  works,  so  as  to  cut  off  the  communication  between 
the  city  and  country. 

Gilbert  Forbes,  being  further  examined,  saith :  That  some 
time  before  the  man-of-war  removed  from  the  town  to  the 
Narrows,  one  Webb,  a  burr-millstone  maker,  told  examinant 
that  if  he  had  any  rifles  to  sell  ho  might  get  a  good  price 
for  them  by  sending  them  on  board  the  man-of-war,  and 
that  a  young  man  who  lived  witJi  James  Rivington  told  him 
the  same ;  that  this  examinant  had  then  nine  rifles  which 
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he  made,  but  they  were  bad  and  would  not  slioot  straight, 
and  eleven  smoolli  narrow-bored  guns ;  that  he  sent  some 
of  them  to  one  Mrs.  Beclcs,  a  tavern-keeper,  near  the  Fly 
Market,  with  orders  to  send  them  on  board,  which  she  ac- 
cordimdy  did,  and  that  the  said  ll'elib  carried  the  remainder; 
that  the  said  Hebb  told  this  examinant  that  Governour  Tnjon 
would  give  him  three  guineas  apiece  for  them  ;  that  at  the 
time  wlien  an  exchange  of  prisoners  took  jtlace  with  the  man- 
of-war,  and  TUcy  was,  among  otheis,  exchanged,  the  Mayor, 
viz :  David  Matthews,  Esq.,  sent  for  this  examinant  and  told 
him  he  was  going  on  board  the  Governour's  ship,  and  that 
he  would  get  the  money  due  from  the  Governour  to  this  ex- 
aminant for  the  rifles  aforesaid  ;  that  on  his  return  the  Mayor 
told  this  examinant  he  would  pay  him  in  a  few  days;  that 
this  examinant  never  did  receive  any  money  from  him  for 
the  said  fire-arms ;  that  this  examinant  told  Charles  Benson 
that  he  was  about  inlisting  men,  and  that  he  told  this  exami- 
nant it  would  do.  Gilbert  Forbes. 
Examined  by  and  before  me,  this  29th  June,  1776  : 

Philip  Livingston. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  27,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  at  the  City-Hall,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Leonard  Gmtsevoort.  Esq.,  Chairman  jjro  tem- 
pore, Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Morris,  Colonel 
Graham,  Mr.  Tredwell. 

Mr.  Axtell  attending  according  to  the  order  of  this  Com- 
mittee of  the  24th  instant,  was  called  in.  He  says  that  he 
is  of  the  same  opinion  that  he  was  when  last  before  this 
Committee  as  to  the  signing  of  the  parole  which  was  offer- 
ed to  him — as  his  signing  the  parole  might  be  construed  on 
the  other  side  of  the  water  an  overt  act,  and  made  use  of 
to  forfeit  his  estate  there.  Mr.  Axtell  further  says  that  he 
is  ready  to  give  his  parole  not  to  take  any  active  part  against 
this  country,  or  to  do  anything  inconsistent  with  the  duty  of 
a  good  citizen. 

Mr.  Axtell,  at  the  request  of  the  Committee,  withdrew. 

The  Committee  then  took  Mr.  Axtell's  particular  case 
into  consideration  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  agreed  that  the  particular  situation  of  Mr.  Ax- 
tell's estate  and  property  is  such  as,  in  the  opinion  of  ibis 
Committee,  requires  a  particular  provision  in  his  case,  which 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  this  Committee  to  make.  That, 
therefore,  this  Committee  will  state  his  case  (concealing  his 
name)  to  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  for  their  direction  in 
the  premises,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  discharge  Mr.  Axtell 
on  bis  parole  to  attend  this  Committee  on  receipt  of  a  letter 
or  notice  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Axtell  was  called  in,  and  informed  of  the  present 
determination  of  the  Committee,  and  promised  the  Commit- 
tee to  attend  them  again  at  any  time  on  request. 

Mr.  Axtell  then  further  offered  to  the  Committee,  if  it 
was  thought  necessary  that  he  should  remove  from  bis  pre- 
sent place  of  residence,  be  was  very  ready  to  remove  with 
bis  family  up  Hudson  River,  or  to  any  other  County  in  the 
Colony,  and  to  have  limits  assigned  to  him ;  but  that  it 
would  be  disagreeable  to  him  to  remove  out  of  the  Colony. 
Mr.  Axtell  further  says  that  if  all  the  estate  he  was  possess- 
ed of  was  in  America  only,  be  would  not  hesitate  to  deter- 
mine the  matter  and  fully  express  his  sentiments,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  it  is  not  proper  for  him  to  do  in  his  present 
situation. 

Ordered,  That  Summonses  issue  against  the  following 
persons  of  equivocal  character,  returnable  on  Saturday,  the 
29th  instant,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  same 
day,  viz:  Charles  Nicoll,  Donald  McClean,  and  Fcier 
Graham. 

Which  said  Summonses,  signed  by  all  the  Members  pre- 
sent as  aforesaid,  were  delivered  to  the  Secretary,  with  di- 
rections to  give  them  to  the  Messenger  to  be  served. 

Ordered,  That  Summonses  issue  against  the  following 
peiiions  as  inimical  to  the  cause  and  rights  of  America,  re- 
turnable on  Monday,  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  that  day,  viz :  Theophilact  Bache,  Charles 
Arden,  John  Moore,  Sen.,  and  Benjamin  Williams. 

Wiiicb  said  Summonses,  signed  by  all  the  Members  pre- 
sent as  aforesaid,  were  delivered  to  the  Secretary,  with  di- 
rections to  give  them  to  the  Messenger  to  be  served. 


Ordered,  That  Summonses  issue  against  the  following 
persons  as  inimical  to  the  cause  and  rights  of  America,  re- 
turnable on  JVedncsday,  the  3d  day  of  July  next,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  same  day,  viz:  Frederick 
Fhilipse  and  Samuel  Merritt. 

Which  said  Sununonses,  signed  by  all  the  Members  pre- 
sent as  aforesaid,  weie  delivered  to  the  Secretary,  with  di- 
rections to  deliver  them  to  the  Messenger  to  be  served. 

Ordered,  That  a  Summons  be  issued  to  Richard  Morris, 
Esq.,  as  a  person  of  equivocal  character,  returnable  on 
Wednesday,  the  3d  day  of  July  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon  o(  that  day. 

Which  said  Summons,  signed  by  all  the  Members  present 
as  aforesaid,  was  delivered  to  the  Secretary,  with  directions 
to  deliver  it  to  the  Messenger  to  be  served. 

Ordered,  That  a  Summons  be  issued  to  Solomc/n  Fowler, 
as  a  person  of  equivocal  character,  returnable  on  Thursday, 
the  4th  day  of  July  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of 
that  day. 

Which  said  Summons,  signed  by  all  the  Members  present 
as  aforesaid,  was  delivered  to  the  Secretary,  with  directions 
to  deliver  it  to  the  Messenger  to  be  served. 

Ordered,  That  Summonses  issue  against  the  following 
persons  as  inimical  to  the  cause  and  rights  of  America,  re- 
turnable on  Thursday,  the  said  4th  day  of  July  next,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  that  day,  viz  :  Nathaniel  Under- 
hill,  James  Horton,  Jun.,  and  William  Sutton. 

Which  said  Summonses,  signed  by  all  the  Members  pre- 
sent as  aforesaid,  were  delivered  to  the  Secretary,  with  di- 
rections to  deliver  them  to  the  Messenger  to  be  served. 

Ordered,  That  Summonses  be  issued  to  the  following 
persons  as  inimical  to  the  cause  and  rights  of  America,  re- 
turnable on  Friday,  the  5th  day  of  July  next,  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon  of  that  day,  viz:  Peter  Corne  and  Peter 
Huggeford. 

Which  said  Summonses,  signed  by  all  the  Members  pre- 
sent as  aforesaid,  were  delivered  to  the  Secretary,  with  di- 
rections to  deliver  them  to  the  Messenger  to  be  served. 

Ordered,  That  Summonses  issue  against  the  following 
persons  as  inimical  to  the  cause  and  rights  of  America,  re- 
turnable on  Saturday,  the  6th  day  of  July  next,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  same  day,  viz :  William  Bar- 
ker, Joshua  Purdy,  and  Absalom  Gidney. 

Which  said  Summonses,  signed  by  all  the  Members  pre- 
sent as  aforesaid,  were  delivered  to  the  Secretary,  with  di- 
rections to  be  delivered  to  the  Messenger  to  be  served. 

Lastly,  Ordered,  That  a  Summons  be  issued  to  the  Ho- 
nourable William  Smith,  as  a  person  of  equivocal  character, 
returnable  on  Saturday,  the  6th  day  of  July  next,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  same  day. 

Which  said  Summons,  signed  by  all  the  Members  present 
as  aforesaid,  was  delivered  to  the  Secretary,  with  directions 
to  deliver  it  to  the  Messengei-  to  be  served. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  prepare  a  state  of  the  case 
of  William  Axtell,  Esq.,  (but  concealing  his  name,)  to  be 
laid  before  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  for  their  direction  in 
the  premises. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

A  case  stated  by  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony  to  carry  into  execution  their  Resolutions 
of  the  5th  day  of  June  instant,  relative  to  persons  inimical 
to  the  cause  and  rights  of  America,  and  those  of  equivocal 
character : 

A.  B.,  holding  an  honorary  office  from  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  being  a  gentleman  of  fortune,  was  sunnnoned 
to  appear  before  your  Committee,  and  appeared  at  the  time 
and  place  for  that  purpose  appointed. 

On  his  appearance  before  your  said  Committee,  the  Chair- 
man informed  him  of  the  Resolutions  of  this  Congress  as  to 
persons  of  equivocal  character,  and  desired  him  to  give  evi- 
dence of  bis  being  a  friend  to  the  American  cause.  The 
gentleman  appealed  to  the  uniform  tenour  of  his  conduct, 
which,  he  said,  had  never  been  unfriendly  to  his  country. 
Being  then  asked  whether  be  approves  of  the  American 
opposition,  he  replied  that  he  did  not  of  the  whole,  and  sig- 
nified a  disapprobation  of  the  Canada  expedition.  On  being 
asked  whether  the  Parliament  oi  Great  Britain,  in  his  opi- 
nion, have  a  right  to  bind  these  Colonies  in  all  eases  what- 
soever, he  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  they  had  not ;  and  he 
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fully  approved  of  the  fu-st  part  of  the  Association  resolved  on 
by  this  Congress  on  the  20tli  day  oi  June  instant.  On  being 
asked  whether  a  resistance,  by  arms,  to  the  hostile  attemj)ts 
of  the  British  fleets  and  armies  to  enforce  and  execute  their 
claims  and  demands  was  justifiable,  he  declined  to  give 
an  answer,  but  declared  that  the  bulk  of  his  fortune  was  in 
Great  Britain  and  the  West-Indies,  and  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  take  an  active  part  on  either  side. 

Your  Committee  thereupon  resolved  that  he  is  not  such 
a  friend  to  the  American  cause  as  is  described  in  your  said 
resolutions  of  the  5th  instant;  that  his  removal  from  his 
present  place  of  residence  was  unnecessary;  and  that  his 
parole,  in  the  words  directed  by  your  said  resolutions,  was 
sufficient  security. 

The  gentleman  assigned  objections  to  give  this  parole, 
and  said  he  would  submit  to  such  a  disposition  of  him  as 
your  Committee  should  make.  He  then  had  two  days 
allowed  him  to  consider  of  the  said  parole,  at  which  time  he 
returned  to  your  said  Committee. 

On  his  return  to  your  Committee  the  gentleman  was  of 
the  same  opinion  as  before,  and  said  he  could  not  consent 
to  give  his  parole  "  not  to  oppose  or  contravene  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Continental  Congress  or  the  Congress  of  this 
Colony ;"  as  his  giving  or  signing  such  parole  might,  in  his 
apprehension,  be  construed  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  to 
be  an  overt  act,  and  made  use  of  to  forfeit  his  estate  there. 

The  gentleman  offered  to  your  Committee  to  give  his 
parole  not  to  take  any  active  part  against  this  country,  or 
do  anything  inconsistent  with  the  duty  of  a  good  citizen. 

He  further  voluntarily  offered  that  if  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary that  he  should  remove  from  his  present  i)lace  of  resi- 
dence, he  was  willing  to  move  with  his  family  to  any  County 
in  the  Colony,  and  to  have  limits  assigned  to  him  ;  but  in- 
timated that  it  would  be  disagreeable  to  him  to  remove  out 
of  the  Colony.  He  also  informed  your  Committee  that  if 
his  whole  estate  was  in  the  American  Colonies  only  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  determine  the  matter,  and  fully  express  his 
sentiments,  which,  in  his  opinion,  it  is  not  proper  for  him  to 
do  in  the  present  situation  of  his  affairs. 

Your  Committee  believe  the  gentleman  to  be  a  man  of 
high  honour  and  integrity;  and  have  not  the  least  doubt  but 
that  any  parole  which  he  will  consent  to  give,  he  will  hold 
sacred  and  perform ;  and  he  is  to  attend  your  Committee 
again  on  notice.  But  in  the  execution  of  the  said  resolves 
they  have  now  no  alternative  but  a  warrant  and  force  against 
the  gentleman,  and  confinement.  The  policy  of  this  mea- 
sure your  Committee  submit  to  Congress,  and  request  their 
directions  in  the  premises. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Underbill  : 

Whereas,  by  certain  resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  the 
Colony  of  New-York,  of  the  5th  day  of  June  instant,  we, 
a  Committee  of  the  said  Congress,  were  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  summon  certain  persons,  whose  conduct  had  been 
represented  to  the  said  Congress  as  inimical  to  the  cause  and 
rights  of  America,  (of  which  number  you  are  one,)  to  ap- 
pear before  us  at  such  time  and  place  as  we  might  think 
proper,  then  and  there  to  answer  such  matters  and  things  as 
should  be  alleged  against  them  ;  and  to  show  cause,  if  any 
they  have,  why  they  should  be  considered  as  friends  to  the 
American  cause  :  We  do,  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  us  by  the  said  resolutions,  summon  you  to 
appear  before  us,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  at  the  City- 
Hall  of  the  City  of  New-York,  on  Thursday,  the  4th  day 
of  July  next,  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  same 
day.     Dated  the  27th  day  of  June,  1776. 

Leonard  Gansevoort,     Gouv'r  Morris, 
Phil.  Livingston,  Thomas  Tredwell, 

Thomas  Randall,  Lewis  Graham. 

Summonses  were  also  issued  against  the  following  persons : 
William  Bayard,  Esq.,  William  Newton,  Frederick  Rhine- 
lander,  Mr.  Christopher  Benson,  Mr.  John  Woods,  Mr.  James 
Coggcshall,  Mr.  tSamuel  Burling,  Theophilus  Hardenbrook, 
Mr.  John  Millner,  Mr.  Benjamin  James,  {New-York  or 
Flatbush,)  David  Beatty,  {Hempstead,  Long-Island,)  Li- 
nus King,  {New-York,)  John  Baltus  Dash,  {New- York,) 
and  Henry  Latv. 

To  Mr.  Solomon  Fowler,  at  East-Chester  : 

Sir:  By  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  us  by  certain 
resolutions  of  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-  York,  of 
the  5th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1776,  reciting. 


that  whereas  there  are  in  this  Colony  divers  persons  who, 
by  reason  of  their  holding  ofHces  from  the  King  of  Gi-eat 
Britain — from  their  having  neglected  or  refused  to  associate 
with  their  fellow-citizens  for  the  defence  of  their  common 
rights — from  their  having  never  manifested  by  their  conduct 
a  zeal  for,  and  an  attachment  to,  the  American  cause — or 
from  their  having  maintained  an  equivocal  neutrality,  have 
been  considered  by  their  countrymen  in  a  suspicious  light, 
whereby  it  hath  become  necessary,  as  well  for  the  safety  as 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  people,  (w  ho,  in  times  so  dangerous 
and  critical,  are  naturally  led  to  consider  those  as  their  ene- 
mies who  withhold  from  them  their  aid  and  influence,)  that 
certain  persons  in  the  said  resolutions  named,  (of  whom  you 
are  one,)  who  are  generally  supposed  to  come  under  the 
above  description,  should  be  summoned  by  a  certain  Com- 
mittee to  show  cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  they  should  be 
considered  as  friends  to  the  American  cause,  and  as  of  the 
number  of  those  who  are  ready  tt)  risk  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes in  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  o^  America  against 
the  usurpation,  unjust  claims,  and  cruel  oppressions  of  the 
British  Parliament,  which  rights  and  liberties  and  which 
unjust  claims  and  cruel  oppressions,  are  specified  and  stated 
in  divers  addresses,  petitions,  and  remonstrances,  of  the  pre- 
sent and  late  Continental  Congresses,  and  directing  certain 
proceedings  in  the  said  resolutions  specified  to  be  by  the 
said  Committee  had  against  such  of  the  said  persons  as  the 
said  Committee  shall  not  adjudge  and  determine  to  be  friends 
to  the  American  cause :  We  do,  therefore,  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  resolutions,  summon  you  to  appear  before  us,  at 
the  City- Hall  in  New-York,  on  Thursday,  the  4th  day  of 
July  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  said  day,  to 
show  cause,  if  any  you  have,  why  you  should  be  considered 
as  a  friend  to  the  American  cause,  and  of  the  number  of 
those  who  are  ready  to  risk  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  de- 
fence of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America  against  the 
usurpation,  unjust  claims,  and  cruel  oppressions  of  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament,  which  rights  and  liberties  and  which  unjust 
claims  and  cruel  oppressions  are,  as  aforesaid,  specified  and 
stated  in  divers  addresses,  petitions,  and  resolutions,  of  the 
present  and  late  Continental  Congresses.  Dated  the  27th 
day  oi  June,  1776. 

Leonard  Gansevoort,     Lewis  Graham, 
Philip  Livingston,  Gouverneur  Morris, 

Thomas  Tredwell,         Thomas  Randall. 

June  29,  17T8. 
To  Colonel  William  Allison  : 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  us  that  David  Baldwin, 
of  Bergen  County,  in  New-Jersey,  but  now  in  the  City  of 
New-York,  can  give  very  useful  and  important  intelligence 
respecting  the  late  discovered  conspiracy  against  the  rights 
and  liberties  oi  America :  We  do,  therefore,  in  pursuance 
of  a  resolve  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  authorize  and 
request  you  to  bring  the  said  David  Baldwin  forthwith  be- 
fore us,  that  he  may  be  examined  touching  the  said  con- 
spiracy. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  29th  June,  1776: 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Jay. 

The  information  of  Mr.  David  Baldwin:  Saitli  he  has 
had  reasons  for  some  time  past  to  believe  there  was  a  cor- 
respondence kept  up  between  the  people  of  i?amopo  and 
the  men-of-war,  as  well  from  the  temper  of  the  jieople  as 
from  many  words  dropped  from  time  to  time.  He  says  that 
about  the  17th  instant  he  was  told  that  Lavrencc  Van 
Buskirk,  the  miller  at  Ramapo,  Abraham  Van  Buskirk, 
and  a  Schoolmaster,  and  Thomas  Van  Buskirk,  at  Saddle 
River,  were  goin*  on  board  the  man-of-war ;  that  something 
prevented  all  but  the  Schoolmaster,  who  he  verily  believes 
did  go,  and  that  there  is  one  Peter  Van  Buskirk  living  at 
or  near  the  Hook  or  mouth  of  the  Kills  in  Bergen  County, 
who,  it  is  frequently  said,  has  followed  trading  with  the  men- 
of-war,  who,  fie  has  reason  to  believe,  carries  people  on  board 
whenever  requested,  and  has  a  sufficient  craft  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  that  this  informant  came  to  New-  York  on  purpose 
to  let  it  he  known  ;  that  on  his  way  he  stopped  at  Erls's, 
in  Bergen  woods,  where  he  was  drinking  tody,  in  company 
with  Francis  Stej}hcns,  late  a  resident  of  this  city,  who  took 
him  (the  said  Baldwin)  to  be  friendly  to  the  Tory  side,  when 
said  Stephens  told  Baldwin  that  there  were  fifty  sail  of  King's 
ships  near  the  Hook,  and  that  there  would  soon  be  one  hun- 
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dred  and  fifty  sail  at  New-York;  that  Erh  said  rum  came 
from  on  board  liie  man-of-war  this  week  ;  that  Stephens 
charged  the  informant  not  to  mention  it  to  some  certain 
friends  of  his  in  Neio-  York. 

Sworn  the  29th  June,  1776,  before  us: 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Jay. 

Joseph  BahJioin,  opposite  the  King's  stores,  tallow-chan- 
dler, is  brother  to  the  within  informant,  and  will  go  on  any 
expedition. 

hist  of  prisoners  sent  hy  Lieute7iant- Colonel  Cary  to  Brig- 
adier-General Greene,  June  29,  1776. 

Joseph  Dorlant  and  John  Hutchins,  from  Jamaica  jail. 

John  Carman,  received  powder  and  absconded  in  the 
woods. 

Andrew  Allen,  disaffected  person,  taken  in  the  woods. 

Jacob  Lamberson,  found  with  his  gun  charged. 

Benjamin  Pedet,  in  the  swamp  in  the  fight,  and  had 
powder  from  man-of-war. 

Ezekiel  Rainer,  in  the  woods  hid. 

Richard  Smith,  in  the  swamp  battle,  and  had  powder 
from  the  Asia. 

Jeremiah  Bedle,  a  disafTected  person. 

Daniel  Smith,  in  the  swamp  battle. 

Elijah  Rainer,  hid  in  the  swamp. 

Joseph  Bedle,  same,  disaffected  person. 

Nathan  Smith,  received  powder  from  the  Asia,  absconded 
in  the  woods,  and  appears  to  know  much  of  the  scheme. 

Townsend  Wicks,  a  damned  rascal,  and  the  greatest  Tory. 

William  McKoon,  Thomas  Fleet,  John  Fleet,  Peter  Whee- 
ler, Samuel  Townsend,  declared  they  would  sooner  fight  for 
the  King  than  the  Congress,  and  totally  deny  the  authority 
of  that  body. 

James  Coggeshall,  gun-stealer,  or  informer,  from  Neivport. 

Henry  Dcarling,  said  General  Washington   was   more 
concerned  in  the  conspiracy  than  any  one. 
To  Brig.  Gen.  Greene,  Head-Quarters,  Long-Island. 

Hempstead,  June  29,  1776. 

June  30,  1776. — Referred  to  the  determination  of  the 
Congress  of  this  Colony.  T.  Mifflin,  Brig.  Gen. 


GENERAL  LEE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Charlestown,  July  I,  1776. 

My  dear  General  :  I  have  the  happiness  to  congratu- 
late you  on  a  very  signal  success  (if  I  may  not  call  it  a 
victory)  which  we  have  gained  over  the  mercenary  instru- 
ments of  the  British  tyrant.  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  a 
detail  of  their  manoeuvres  or  delays,  but  defer  it  to  another 
time,  when  I  have  more  leisure  to  write  and  you  to  attend : 
let  it  suffice  that,  having  lost  an  opportunity  (such  as  I  hope 
will  never  again  present  itself)  of  taking  the  town,  which, 
on  my  arrival,  was  utterly  defenceless,  the  Commodore 
thought  proper,  on  Friday  last,  with  his  whole  squadron, 
consisting  of  two  fifties,  six  frigates,  and  a  bomb,  (the  rates 
of  which  you  will  see  in  the  enclosed  list,)  to  attack  our  fort 
on  Sullivan's  Island.  Tiiey  dropped  their  anchors  about 
eleven  in  the  forenoon,  at  the  distance  of  three  or  four  hun- 
dred yards,  before  the  front  battery.  I  was  myself  at  this 
time  in  a  boat,  endeavouring  to  make  the  Island,  but  the 
wind  and  tide  being  violently  against  us,  drove  us  on  the 
main.  They  immediately  commenced  the  most  furious  fire 
that  I  ever  heard  or  saw.  I  confess  1  was  in  pain  from  the 
little  confidence  I  reposed  in  our  troops,  the  officers  being 
all  boys,  and  the  men  raw  recruits.  What  augmented  my 
anxiety  was,  that  we  had  no  bridge  finished  of  retreat  or 
communication,  and  the  creek  or  cove  which  separated  it 
from  the  continent  is  near  a  mile  wide.  I  had  received, 
likewise,  intelligence  that  their  land  troops  intended  at  the 
same  time  to  land  and  assault.  I  never  in  my  life  felt  my- 
self so  uneasy ;  and  what  added  to  my  uneasiness  was,  that 
1  knew  our  stock  of  ammunition  was  miserably  low.  I  had 
once  thoughts  of  ordering  the  commanding  officer  to  spike 
his  guns,  and  when  his  ammunition  was  spent,  to  retreat 
■with  as  little  loss  as  possible.  However,  1  thought  proper 
previous,  to  send  to  town  for  a  fresh  supply,  if  it  could  pos- 
sibly be  procured,  and  ordered  my  Aid-de-cainp,  Mr.  Byrd, 
(who  is  a  lad  of  magnanimous  courage,)  to  pass  over  in  a 
small  canoe  and  report  the  state  of  the  spirit  of  the  garrison  ; 
if  it  had  been  low,  I  should  have  abandoned  all  thoughts  of 


defence.  His  report  was  flattering.  I  then  determined  to 
maintain  the  post  at  all  risks,  and  passed  the  creek  or  cove 
in  a  small  boat,  in  order  to  animate  the  garrison  in  propria 
2>ersona;  but  1  found  they  had  no  occasion  for  such  encour- 
agement. They  were  pleased  with  my  visit,  and  assured 
me  diey  never  would  abandon  the  post  but  with  their  lives. 
The  cool  courage  they  displayed  astonished  and  enraptured 
me;  for  I  do  assure  you,  my  dear  General,  1  never  expe- 
rienced a  hotter  fire — twelve  full  hours  it  was  continued 
without  intermission.  The  noble  fellows  who  were  mortally 
wounded  conjured  their  brethren  never  to  abandon  the  stan- 
dard of  liberty.  Those  who  lost  their  limbs  deserted  not 
their  posts.  Upon  the  whole,  they  acted  like  Romans  in 
the  third  century.  However,  our  works  were  so  good  and 
solid,  that  we  lost  but  few — only  ten  killed  on  the  spot,  and 
twenty-two  woundtid ;  seven  of  whom  lost  their  legs  or 
arms.  The  loss  of  the  enemy,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the 
enclosed  list,  was  very  great.  As  I  send  a  detail  to  the 
Congress,  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  a  duplicate ;  but  be- 
fore I  finish,  you  must  suffer  me  to  recommend  to  your 
esteem,  friendship,  and  patronage,  ray  (though  young)  Aids- 
de-camp,  Byi-d  and  Morris,  whose  good  sense,  integrity, 
activity,  and  valour,  promise  to  their  country  a  most  fruitful 
crop  of  essential  services.  Mr.  Jenifer,  of  Maryland,  a 
gentleman  of  fortune,  and  not  of  the  age  when  the  blood  of 
men  flows  heroically,  has  shown  not  less  spirit  than  these 
youngstere.  I  may  venture  to  recommend  in  these  high 
terms,  because  the  trial  was  severe.  Colonel  Moultrie, 
who  commanded  the  garrison,  deserves  the  highest  honours. 
The  manifest  intention  of  the  enemy  was  to  land,  at  the 
same  time  the  ships  began  to  fire,  their  whole  regulars  on 
the  east  end  of  the  Island.  Twice  they  attempted  it,  and 
twice  they  were  repulsed  by  a  Colonel  Thompson  of  the 
South- Carolina  Rangers,  in  conjunction  with  a  body  of 
North- Carolina  Regulars.  Upon  the  whole,  the  South 
and  North- Carolina  troops  and  Virginia  Rifle  Battalion 
we  have  here,  are  admirable  soldiers.  The  enemy  are  now 
returned  to  their  old  station  on  this  side  the  bar.  What 
their  intention  is,  I  cannot  divine.  One  of  the  five  deserters 
who  came  over  to  us  this  day,  is  the  most  intelligent  fellow 
I  ever  met  with.  The  accounts  of  their  particular  loss  and 
situation  are  his,  and  I  think  they  may  be  depended  upon. 

For  God's  sake,  my  dear  General,  urge  the  Congress  to 
furnish  me  with  a  thousand  cavalry.  With  a  thousand 
cavalry,  I  could  insure  the  safety  of  these  Southern  Pro- 
vinces ;  and  without  cavalry,  I  can  answer  for  nothing.  I 
proposed  a  scheme  in  Virginia  for  raising  a  body  without 
almost  any  expense ;  the  scheme  was  relished  by  the  gen- 
tlemen of  Virginia,  but  I  am  told  that  the  project  was 
censured  by  some  members  of  the  Congress,  on  the  princi- 
ple that  a  military  servant  should  not  take  the  liberty  to 
propose  anything.  This  opinion  I  sincerely  subscribe  to, 
when  our  distance  from  the  sovereign  is  so  small  and  the 
danger  so  remote  as  to  admit  of  proposing,  deliberating,  re- 
solving, and  approving;  but  when  a  General  is  at  a  vast 
distance,  and  the  enemy  close  to  him,  1  humbly  conceive 
that  it  is  his  duty  to  propose  and  adopt  anything,  without 
other  authority  than  the  publick  safety.  From  want  of  this 
species  of  troops  we  had  infallibly  lost  the  capital,  but  the 
dilatoriness  and  stupidity  of  the  enemy  saved  us.  I  this 
instant  learn  that  the  Commodore  is  fixing  buoys  on  the 
bar,  which  indicates  an  intention  of  quitting  the  place.  It 
is  probable  that  they  will  bend  their  course  to  Hampton  or 
Chesapeake-Bay. 

I  am  extremely  happy,  dear  General,  that  you  are  at 
Philadelphia,  for  their  councils  sometimes  lack  a  little  mili- 
tary electricity.  I  have  ordered  the  Adjutant-General  to 
send  you  a  return — I  mean  only  a  return  of  the  strength  of 
this  place.  I  suppose  it  will  be  imperfect,  for  it  is  an  Her- 
culean labour  to  a  South- Carolina  officer  to  make  any 
detail.  God  bless  you,  my  dear  General,  and  crown  you 
with  success,    as    I    am    most   entirely  and  affectionately 

yours,  ^  y 

■'  Charles  Lee. 

I  am  made  quite  happy  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  to 
keep  Canada :  had  it  been  relinquished,  all  would  have 
been  lost. 

Charlestown,  July  2,  1776. 

Sir  :  My  having  eariy  in  life  engaged  in  the  last  war 
under  you,  and  the  present  one  we  are  engaged  in  appear- 
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ing  to  be  an  affair  that  will  not  be  very  shortly  settled, 
induces  ine  to  solicit  your  notice  and  patronage  in  obtaining 
a  promotion  of  rank  in  some  measure  adequate  to  my  long 
service  and  rank  last  war.  In  this  I  flatter  myself  with 
your  notice  to  Congress,  as  otherwise  I  may  pass  altogether 
unnoticed  amongst  the  many  promotions  taking  place ;  and 
my  principal  having  left  a  vacancy  by  his  promotion,  hope 
this  application  will  not  be  out  of  time. 

I  am,  with  the  utmost  respect,  your  obedient,  humble 

s^'"^^"^'  Thomas  Bullitt. 

Dear  General  :  You  must  consider  this  as  a  Postscript, 
and  at  the  same  time  recommendatory  letter  of  your  old 
friend  Thomas  Bullitt.  He  is  certainly  a  man  of  merit,  and 
entitled,  from  his  length  of  services,  zeal,  and  valour,  to 
higher  rank  than  he  enjoys.  C.  Lee. 

Sullivan's  Island,  June  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  have  seen  this  day  two  large  ships — a  large  top- 
sail schooner  and  a  tender.  Tlie  tender  has  been  very  busy 
in  sounding  from  the  inlet  at  our  advance-guard,  all  along 
to  Long-Island.  It  seems  as  though  they  intended  their 
descent  somewhere  hereabout.  Our  fort  is  now  enclosed. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  every  one  that  we  should  have  more 
men  at  this  post ;  but  as  I  know  they  cannot  be  spared 
from  the  capital,  I  must  make  the  best  defence  I  can  with 
what  I  have  got,  and  doubt  not  but  that  I  shall  give  four 
or  five  hundred  men  a  great  deal  of  trouble  before  they  can 
dislodge  me  from  this  post. 

I  shall  be  glad  you  would  order  those  boats  over  which  I 
had  fitted  up  for  this  post.     Captain  Coppithom  has  them. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Moultrie, 
Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment. 
To  His  Excellency  the  President. 

June  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  Captain  Beekman  is  sent  down  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  battery  at  HaddrelVs  Point :  if  he  should 
want  a  reinforcement  from  Sullivan's  Island,  you  will  send 
it,  if  it  can  be  spared. 

Youre,  &.C.,  J.  Rutledge. 

To  Colonel  Moultrie.  

Sullivan's  Island,  June  7,  1776. 

Sir  :  A  flag  was  just  now  sent  from  the  men-of-war ;  but 
before  they  came  to  the  shore,  by  some  unlucky  accident, 
they  were  fired  upon  by  some  of  our  sentries,  contrary  to 
orders.  I  am  sorry  it  should  have  happened  ;  but  now,  no 
help  for  it.  I  suppose  it  only  a  piece  of  ceremony  they  in- 
tended. I  expect  they  will  begin  very  shortly.  Several  of 
the  fleet  have  gone  northward,  perhaps  to  land  some  troops. 
I  doubt  not  your  Excellency  will  provide  accordingly. 

Your  most  obedient,  William  Moultrie, 

Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment. 
To  the  President. 

June  7,  1776,  half  past  six  o'clock  P.  M. 

Sir:  I  am  very  sorry  that  a  flag  has  been  fired  upon  by 
one  of  your  sentries :  pray  send  off  a  flag  immediately,  by 
a  discreet  officer,  with  a  proper  letter  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  British  fleet,  acquainting  him  that  this  act  was 
committed  by  mistake,  and  contrary  to  orders;  and  that  a 
messenger  shall  be  properly  received,  and  that  I  have  given 
this  direction  the  moment  I  was  apprized  of  the  fact ;  but 
take  care  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  such  conduct  in  the 
sentries.  At  the  same  time,  do  not  suffer  any,  under  the 
appearance  of  a  flag,  to  make  discoveries  of  what  the  ene- 
my ought  not  to  know. 

Yours,  in  haste,  J.  Rutledge. 

Honourable  Colonel  Moultrie. 

Sullivan's  Island,  June  8,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  send  this  flag  by  Captain  Huger,  to  assure  you 
that  the  firing  on  a  flag  coming  from  your  ship  yesterday, 
was  the  effect  of  error  in  the  sentinel.  A  guard,  placed  on 
the  shore  in  order  to  receive  your  messenger,  attempted  to 
convice  him  of  the  mistake,  by  displaying  a  white  cloth  at 
the  end  of  a  musket.  I  acquainted  the  President  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  this  accident,  whose  orders  I  received 
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immediately  to  inform  you  that  a  messenger,  if  you  think 
proper  to  send  one,  shall  be  properly  received. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  most  obedient, 

William  Moultrie, 
Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  of  his  Britanniclc  Majesty's 
Fleet,  now  lying  in  Five-Fathom  Hole,  South-  Carolina. 

A  second  flag  was  sent,  with  a  proclamation  of  pardon 
to  all  that  would  return  to  their  allegiance. 

Thursday  Morning,  six  o'clock. 

Sir  :  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your  activity  and 
alertness.  I  beg  you  will  order  Long-Island  to  be  recon- 
noitred well,  and  perhaps  you  will  see  a  probability  of  attack- 
ing diem  with  advantage  from  the  main  ;  but  this  must  be  left 
to  your  own  prudence.  I  have  ordered  the  two  rascally 
carpenters  who  deserted,  to  be  searched  for ;  if  they  can 
be  found,  I  shall  send  them  bound  to  you.  I  do  not  myself 
much  like  the  scheme  of  retreating  by  boats ;  it  cannot,  I 
think,  be  done  without  confusion.  But  I  think  you  ought  to 
have  two  means  of  retreat ;  for  which  reason  I  must  beg 
that  you  will  be  expeditious  in  finishing  the  bridge ;  and 
all  the  boats  I  can  procure  shall  be  likewise  sent  to  you.  If 
possible  I  will  visit  you  to-day. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  Charles  Lee. 

To  Colonel  Moultrie.  

Charlestown,  8  o'clock,  June  8th. 

Sir  :  As  we  have  received  information  that  a  body  of  the 
enemy  have  landed,  and  are  lodging  themselves  on  Long- 
Island,  and  as  the  nature  of  the  country  is  represented  to  me 
as  favourable  to  Riflemen,  I  must  request  that  you  imme- 
diately detach  Thompson's  and  Sumpter's  regiments.  Cap- 
tains Alston's,  Mayham's  and  Coutirier's  companies,  to  that 
Island,  with  orders  to  attack,  and,  if  possible,  dislodge  this 
corps  of  the  enemy;  but  you  must,  above  all,  take  care  that 
their  retreat  across  the  breach  from  Long-Island  to  Sulli- 
van's Island  is  secured  to  them  in  case  of  necessity.  For 
which  purpose,  you  are  desired  to  move  down  to  the  point 
commanding  the  breach  two  field-pieces ;  the  sooner  it  is 
done  the  better.  You  are,  therefore,  to  exert  yourself  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  attack  may  be  made  at  break  of  day. 

I  am,  sir,  yours, 

Charles  Lee,  Major-General. 
To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

Charlestown,  June  8,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  have  ordered  a  considerable  reinforcement  of  Rifle- 
men to  join  Colonel  Thompson,  which,  with  the  advantages 
of  ground,  ought  to  make  you  totally  secure.  I  shall  be 
with  you  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  morning.  Mr.  Bellamy 
will,  I  hope,  be  able  to  finish  you  a  bridge  to-morrow. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Lee. 
To  Colonel  Moultrie,  SuUivan's  Island. 

June  9th,  five  o'clock. 
The  command  of  all  the  Regular  forces  and  Militia  of  this 
Colony,  acting  in  conjunction  with  them,  being  invested  in 
Major-General  Lee,  orders  issued  by  him  are  to  be  obeyed. 

J.  Rutledge. 
To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

June  10,  1776. 
Sir  :  You  will  receive  a  number  of  flats,  ropes,  and  planks 
for  the  construction  of  bridges  for  your  retreat.     You  are  to 
give  a  receipt,  and  be  answerable  for  them.      I  am,  sir, 
yours,  Charles  Lee,  Major-General. 

To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

P.  S.  I  find  my  last  night's  letter  was  not  sent.  I  beg 
you  would  send  a  few  expert  scouts  to  discover  what  the 
enemy  have  done,  or  are  doing.  If  it  can  be  done  with  the 
least  probable  advantage,  put  my  last  night's  orders  in  exe- 
cution to-night.  

Sullivan's  Island,  June  10,  7  o'clock,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  just  now  received  your  orders  for  detaching  Thomp- 
son and  Sumpter's  regiments,  Allston,  Maham,  and  Couti- 
rier's companies.     By  the  date  of  your  letter,  it  seems  as  if 
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you  intended  this  business  to  liave  been  done  this  morning, 
but  your  letter  came  too  late  to  hand  for  that  purpose.  I 
shall  send  the  detachment  to  our  advance  guard,  there  to 
remain  with  their  boats  for  crossing  them,  hid  till  night,  then 
shall  embark  them  for  Long-Island,  where  they  may  be  re- 
connoitring till  day-light.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  your  Ex- 
cellency to  send  us  some  person  to  finish  our  gate. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

William  Moultrie,  Col,  2d  Regiment. 

To  General  Lee. 

June  10,  6  o'clock  P.  M. 
Sir  :  I  am  just  returned  from  an  excursion  into  the  coun- 
try. As  the  large  ships  are  now  over  the  bar,  and  as  your 
bridge  must  be  finished,  I  would  wish  you  would  lay  aside 
all  thoughts  of  an  expedition  against  Long-Island,  unless 
your  scouts  bring  such  intelligence  as  almost  to  insure  a  suc- 
cessful stroke.  I  am,  sir,  youre,  Charles  Lee. 
To  Colonel  Moultrie,  Sullivan's  Island. 

June  10,  1776,  8  o'clock. 
Sir:  As  the  Commodore's  ship  has  passed  the  bar,  and 
as  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  your  and  the  common  safety 
that  the  bridge  of  retreat  should  be  finished  this  night,  I 
would  have  you,  by  all  means,  to  lay  aside  all  thoughts  of 
the  expedition  against  Long-Island,  unless  you  receive  as- 
surances from  your  scouts  that  you  may  strike  an  important 
stroke.     Yours, 

To  Colonel  Moultrie. 


Charles  Lee,  Major-General. 


June  11,  1776. 
Sir  :  As  the  main  body  of  Horry's  Regiment  are  at  Point 
Haddrell,  Mayham  and  Coutirier's  companies  should  be  in- 
cluded in  the  detachment  to  be  sent  to  the  main. 

Charles  Lee. 
To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

June  11,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  was  much  surprised  that  this  morning  the  Engineer 
should  make  a  report  to  me  that  a  bridge  of  retreat  was  im- 
practicable, as  I  understand  that  a  few  days  ago  yourself 
and  the  other  Field  Officers  gave  it  as  your  opinions  that  it 
might  be  effected.  If  I  had  boats,  I  should  send  them  ac- 
cording to  your  request,  but  they  are  not  to  be  had.  The 
flats,  ropes,  and  anchors,  were  sent  in  consequence  of  your 
former  opinion.  As  I  think  your  security  will  be  much 
greater  by  posting  a  considerable  body  of  Riflemen  on  the 
continent  than  on  the  Island,  I  must  desire  that  you  will 
immediately  detach  four  hundred  of  them  to  the  continent. 
They  are  to  post  themselves,  or  rather  extend  themselves, 
from  the  left  of  Point  Haddrell  towards  Long-Island,  by 
which  means  they  will  be  able  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
erecting  works  to  cut  off  your  retreat.  I  would  order  the 
whole  body  off  the  Island,  but  apprehend  it  might  make 
your  garrison  uneasy.  You  must  order  this  body  to  be  alert 
in  patrolling,  and  if  there  is  not  natural  cover  in  this  range, 
they  must  throw  up  artificial  ones.  I  request  that  this  order 
may  be  instantly  obeyed.     I  am,  sir,  yours, 

Charles  Lee. 
To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

I  had  rather  you  would  make  up  this  detachment  five 
hundred.  I  hope  the  point  of  your  Island,  opposite  to  Long- 
Island,  is  secured  against  the  enemy  lodging  there.  I  have 
ordered  boats  to  be  found,  if  possible.  C.  L. 

Charlestown,  June  13,  1776. 
Sir:  As  I  am  extremely  solicitous  for  the  honour  and 
safety  of  you  and  the  troops  under  your  command,  and  as  I 
am  myself  persuaded  that  your  danger  or  safety  depends 
entirely  on  the  strength  or  weakness  of  the  corps  stationed 
on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  I  must  request  that  when  the 
necessary  works  proposed  are  finished,  you  will  detach  at 
least  another  hundred  men  to  strengthen  this  corps.  I  wish 
you  would  send  me  an  exact  state  of  your  ammunition,  that 
you  may  be  supplied  accordingly.  His  Excellency  the  Pre- 
sident complains  that  several  boats  have  been  lost  at  your 
station.  As  so  much  depends  on  these  boats,  I  must  desire 
that  you  will  put  them  under  a  sufficient  guard.  Oblige  the 
officer  commanding  the  guard  to  give  a  receipt  for  their 


number,  and  be  accountable  for  them.    I  am,  sir,  your  most 

obedient  servant,  „  , 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

HaddrcU's  Point,  June  15,  1776. 
Sir:  I  have  stationed  Brigadier-General  Armstrong  at 
this  place.     You  are  to  make  all  your  reports  to  him,  and 
in  all  respects  to  consider  him  as  your  commanding  officer. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Lee. 
To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

Sullivan's  Island,  June  16,  1776, 
Sir  :  Colonel  Thompson  is  now  with  me,  and  informs  me 
that  he  has  taken  particular  notice  of  the  movement  of  the 
enemy.  He  observed  about  ten  o'clock  two  hundred  Grena- 
diers and  a  small  battalion,  (which  he  imagines  came  from 
Dewee  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  rest,)  where  they  posted 
themselves,  about  one  mile  from  our  advanced  guard,  and 
waited  until  about  seventeen  hundred  men  were  landed. 
They  then  marched  off  to  Dewce's  Island.  He  observed 
every  six  men  carried  something  like  a  tent.  They  are  still 
landing  as  fast  as  the  boats  can  bring  them.  Colonel  Thom-p- 
son  begs  that  he  may  have  at  least  his  own  men  which  are 
over  with  you,  (one  hundred,)  without  whom  he  cannot 
undertake  to  prevent  their  landing  on  this  Island,  should  they 
attempt  it.  We  are  all  in  high  spirits,  and  will  keep  a  good 
look-out  to  prevent  a  surprise.  Colonel  Thompson  requests 
as  a  favour,  if  you  have  time,  that  you  would  come  over 
and  take  a  ride  on  the  Island  to  observe  what  a  length  of 
ground  we  have  to  defend.     I  am  yours,  &ic., 

William  Moultrie,  Col.  2d  Regt. 
To  General  Armstrong. 

Haddrell's  Point,  June  16,  1776. 

Dear  Colonel  :  I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  comply  with 
yours  and  Colonel  Thompson's  request  respecting  the  residue 
of  his  regiment.  No  passage  over,  unless  you  can  send  some 
boats  in  the  morning.  I  wish  the  situation  of  the  bridge 
may  not  be  fatal  to  us,  as  we  must  assist  each  olher.  Let 
Mr.  De  Brahm  be  early  at  work  there,  as  it  must  be  defen- 
sible. Does  not  the  movement  of  the  enemy  towards  De- 
wees's  look  like  an  intention  to  use  one  of  the  creeks  towards 
HaddreWs,  probably  Bolton's  landing  ?  I  expect  General 
Lee  early  here  to-morrow.  Dear  Colonel,  be  vigilant,  keep 
your  troops  alert,  I  see  no  reason  why  you  may  not  also 
reinforce  Colonel  Thompson;  nay,  if  they  appear  indeed  to 
land  on  Sullivan's,  it  must  be  done,  and  the  point  at  the 
Island  where  they  may  best  land  prudently  and  vigorously 
defended  at  all  events.     Let  the  Colonel  know  this. 

May  Heaven  attend  you  all.  John  Armstrong. 

To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

June  21,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  extremely  concerned  to  hear  that  the  traverse 
which  I  had  ordered  to  be  thrown  up,  and  which  is  really 
of  the  greatest  importance,  should  be  so  illy  executed  as  to 
threaten  a  speedy  fall ;  surely  Mr.  De  Brahm,  the  Engineer, 
must  be  acquainted  with  the  degree  of  talus  necessary  in  all 
works.  For  God's  sake  enjoin  him  to  correct  the  evil  before 
it  is  too  late.  At  any  rate  devise  the  means  of  preventing 
its  ruin.  I  must  likewise  express  my  concern  when  I  am 
told  that  your  gunners  are  suffered  to  fire  at  the  enemy  when 
it  is  almost  impossible  that  their  fire  should  have  any  effect. 
I  must  desire  you,  sir,  that  you  must  establish  it  as  an  eternal 
rule,  that  no  piece  of  ordnance,  great  or  small,  should  be 
fired  at  a  greater  distance  than  four  hundred  yards  ;  but  all 
orders  will  be  in  vain  unless  you  make  an  example  of  the 
first  who  disregards  your  orders.  Is  Bellamy  with  you  ? 
Has  be  begun  the  second  bridge  ?  I  hope  you  will  keep 
him  on  the  Island  until  he  has  finished  the  work. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Lee. 
To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

P.  S.  Those  two  field-pieces  at  the  very  end  of  the  Point 
are  so  exposed  that  I  desire  you  will  draw  them  off  to  a 
more  secure  distance  from  the  enemy;  in  their  present  situ- 
ation, it  appears  to  me  they  may  be  carried  off  whenever 
the  enemy  think  proper. 
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Charlestown,  June  21,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  hope  you  will  excuse  the  style  of  my  last  letter. 
I  must  once  more  repeat  that  it  did  not  arise  from  any  dif- 
fidence in  your  judgment,  zeal,  or  spirit ;  but  merely  from  an 
apprehension  that  your  good  nature  and  easy  temper  might, 
in  some  measure,  counteract  those  good  qualities  which  you 
are  universally  known  to  possess.  As  you  seem  sensible 
that  it  is  necessary  to  exert  your  powers,  I  do  not,  I  cannot 
wish  this  important  post  in  better  hands  than  yours :  once 
more,  therefore,  excuse  my  manner  of  writing.  I  wish  Mr. 
Bellamy  had  (when  he  was  desired  to  give  in  a  list  of  all  he 
wanted)  left  nothing  to  ask  for  at  this  time.  Mr.  Cochran 
is  now  employed  in  finding  out  the  planks  he  requests  ;  you 
shall  have  it  as  soon  as  possible.  Captain  Tiiffts  was  or- 
dered to  put  himself  under  the  command  of  General  Arm- 
strong. I  shall  write  to  the  General  to-night,  to  order  him 
to  station  him  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  of  the  greatest  use 
to  you,  as  likewise  to  spare  you  all  the  necessary  assistance. 
To-morrow  I  expect  Muhlenburg' s  Regiment,  and  I  flatter 
myself  that  we  shall  be  able  to  devise  some  means  of  bafiling 
the  enemy,  should  your  post  be  really  their  object. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  Charles  Lee 

To  Colonel  Moultrie,  Fort  Sullivan. 

P.  S.  We  have  hoes  and  spades,  but  no  helves  to  them ; 
so  General  Armstrong  must  return  those  he  borrowed.  We 
shall  endeavour  to  replace  them. 

Charlestown,  June  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  is  a  letter  for  Colonel  Thompson ;  I  send 
It  open  that  you  may  read  it ;  for  allowing  for  the  difference 
of  his  circumstances  as  a  Rifle  officer,  the  spirit  of  the  order 
is  to  extend  to  the  whole ;  no  vague  uncertain  firing,  either 
of  rifles,  muskets,  or  cannon,  is  to  be  permitted.  Soldiers 
running  at  random,  wherever  their  folly  directs,  is  an  abso- 
lute abomination  not  to  be  tolerated.  For  Heaven's  sake, 
sir,  as  you  are  in  a  most  important  post — a  post  where  you 
have  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  great  honour — exert  your- 
self. By  exerting  yourself,  I  mean,  when  you  issue  any 
orders,  suffer  them  not  to  be  trifled  with.  Everybody  is 
well  persuaded  of  your  spirit  and  zeal,  but  they  accuse  you 
of  being  too  easy  in  command ;  that  is,  I  suppose,  too 
relaxed  in  discipline — than  which,  in  your  situation,  give 
me  leave  to  say,  there  is  not  a  greater  vice.  Let  your 
orders  be  as  few  as  possible,  but  let  them  be  punctually 
obeyed.  I  would  not  recommend  teasing  your  men  and 
officers  with  superfluous  duties  or  labour;  but  I  expect  that 
you  enforce  the  execution  of  whatever  is  necessary  for  the 
honour  and  safety  of  your  garrison.  Should  any  misfortune 
happen  which  can  be  attributed  to  negligence  or  inertness 
on  this  head,  the  weight  of  censure  will  scarcely  fall  less 
heavily  upon  you,  than  should  it  arise  from  a  deficiency  of 
courage ;  but  as  you  are  known  to  possess  sufficiently  of  this 
last  attribute,  your  friends  are  only  apprehensive  on  the 
other  score.  You  will  excuse  the  prolixity  and  didactic 
style  of  this  letter,  as  it  arises  not  only  from  my  anxiety  for 
the  publick,  but  in  some  measure  for  my  concern  for  the 
reputation  of  a  gentleman  of  so  respectable  a  character  as 
Colonel  Moultrie ;  but  enough  of  this  at  present. 

Before  you  employ  your  Engineer  in  any  work,  satisfy 
yourself  well  that  he  understands  the  principle  of  the  work 
he  undertakes,  and  the  mode  of  executing  it.  For  instance, 
does  he  understand  what  is  the  necessary  degree  of  talus  for 
the  traveree  in  the  fort  ?  If  1  recommend  the  construction 
of  an  advanced  fleche  on  the  right  flank  of  your  fort  to  im- 
pede the  enemy's  approaches,  will  he  comprehend  it  ?  If 
he  does  not,  I  will  send  Mr.  Byrd.  I  shall  order  some 
timber  for  this  purpose  to  be  carried  to  you.  I  desire  you 
will  post  a  commissioned  officer  (and  a  good  officer)  at  the 
beach,  to  prevent  the  monstrous  disorders  I  complain  of. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Lee. 
To  Colonel  Moultrie,  Sullivan's  Island. 

Uaddrell's  Point,*  June  35,  1776. 

Dear  Colonel  :  This  moment  I  was  about  to  write  you 
to  learn  the  occasion  and  utility  of  the  firing  from  the  Point. 

*  About  one  mile  from  the  fort,  is  an  almost  navigable  river  be- 
tween us. 


I  hope  some  of  your  officers  have  been  up  to  see  and  give 
the  necessary  directions.  The  Baron's  conjectures  may  be 
right,  but  their  breastworks  may  as  naturally  be  designed  as 
a  defence  against  any  effort  made  upon  our  part.  I  am  of 
opinion  they  will  not  attempt  to  land  on  Sullivan's  Island, 
until  the  armed  vessels  are  first  before  your  fort. 

The  state  of  the  bridge  and  marsh  is  like  to  give  me  great 
trouble.  Part  of  the  last  detachment  I  ordered  to  your 
Island  has  this  morning  absolutely  refused,  until  the  passage 
between  the  two  places  is  safely  passable.  I  am  a  little 
surprised  that  your  Sergeant,  agreeable  to  orders  of  yester- 
day, did  not  meet  the  men  I  sent  to  stake  out  the  best  path 
through  the  marsh  on  your  side  the  bridge ;  nor  could  the 
men  1  sent  find  any  boards  laid  down,  as  you  remember  was 
ordered  on  Saturday  night.  This  is  the  third  day  that,  for 
want  of  boats,  I  could  not  get  this  detachment  over — now 
part  have  refused.  I  sent  an  express  to  General  Lee, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  desire  to  know  whether  any  new 
amendments  for  the  bridge  are  going  on  on  your  side  the 
water,  and  further  notice  as  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
may  require.  I  am  obliged  to  throw  up  works  in  a  kind  of 
chain,  near  four  miles  fiom  this  camp ;  the  enemy  constantly 
striving  to  find  new  landing  places  on  the  main. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  ■,  . 

■'  John  Armstrong. 

Charlestown,  June  23,  five  o'clock. 
Sir  :  I  have  sent  Captain  Cochran  (a  very  active  man) 
to  your  Island,  to  devise  the  means  of  establishing  a  second 
communication  with  the  continent.  Pritchard's  flat,  he 
says,  is  already  at  the  Island.  Muhlenburg's  Regiment  will 
be  here  to-night ;  we  shall  be  then  very  strong.  I  will  be 
down  with  you  to-morrow,  with  a  body  of  workmen,  and 
put  you,  I  hope,  in  a  state  of  great  security.  Upon  the 
whole,  I  think  you  will  be  safe,  if  your  people  do  their  duty. 
There  can  be  nothing  to  fear  to-night.  1  hope  your  garrison 
will  remain  in  spirits.  On  my  part,  I  promise  every  atten- 
tion ;  and  am,  with  the  greatest  truth,  yours, 

Charles  Lee. 
To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

Charlestovm,  June  25,  1776. 
Sir:  The  gentleman  that  delivers  you  this  letter  is  Baron 
Massenbaugh,  one  of  the  Continental  Engineers.     I  desire 
you  will  furnish  him  with  the  number  of  workmen,  and  with 
every  material  he  may  require  to  carry  on  his  works. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Charles  Lee. 
To  Colonel  Moultrie,  Sullivan's  Island. 

Sir  :  I  have  sent  you  the  carpenter ;  it  is  your  fault  if  he 
escapes  again  ;  keep  a  guard  over  him.  Send  the  express 
boat  back  immediately.     Yours,  Charles  Lee. 

To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

P.  S.  Finish  the  bridge. 

Charlestown,  June  27,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Could  you  not  contrive  this  night  to  take  up 
the  enemy's  buoys  ?  I  have  ordered  General  Armstrong 
to  send  a  hundred  volunteers  to  ease  Colonel  Thompsons 
Regiment  of  their  heavy  duty;  for  I  find  that  a  part  of  Co- 
lonel Horry's  Regiment  had  most  magnanimously  refused  to 
take  this  duty  on  them  ;  we  shall  live  I  hope  to  thank  them. 
I  am  in  hopes  your  bridge  will  be  finished  this  night;  you 
can  then  be  reinforced  at  pleasure. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  Charles  Lee. 

To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

Charlestown,  June  27,  1776. 
Dear  Sir  :  Some  boats  will  possibly  pass  by  you  to-night 
from  town  on  a  scouting  expedition,  before  twelve  o'clock 
at  night ;  their  orders  are  to  intercept  some  of  the  enemy's 
boats,  and  gain  some  important  intelligence  ;  I  must  desire, 
therefore,  that  you  enjoin  the  whole  sentinels  on  your  Island 
not  to  challenge  any  boats  passing  from  town,  or  to  fire  upon 
them,  which  would  defeat  the  whole  sciieme;  on  their  re- 
turn, if  they  meet  with  any  success,  they  shall  have  orders 
to  greet  you  with  two  cheers ;  and  if  the  wind  or  tide  is 
against  their  return  to  town,  they  will  put  into  your  post. 
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and  remain  with  you  this  night.     I  hope  your  bridge  is 
finished,  as  I  intend  to  reinforce  you  considerably. 

Youi-s,  Charles  Lee. 

To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

Point-HadJrell,  June  28,  1776. 
Dear  Colonel:  If  you  should  unfortunately  expend 
your  ammunition  without  beating  off  the  enemy,  or  driving 
them  on  ground,  spike  your  guns  and  retreat  with  all  the 
order  possible ;  but  I  know  you  will  be  careful  not  to  throw 
away  your  ammunition. 

Charles  Lee,  Major-General. 
To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

June  28—6  o'clock  A.  M. 
Dear  Colonel  :  I  shall  send  you  immediately  a  rein- 
forcement.    If  the  bridge  cannot  be  finished  without  taking 
down  the  old,  take  it  down  without  ceremony ;  but  it  would 
be  better  to  have  both.     Yours,  Charles  Lee. 

To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

Armstrong's,  June  88 — 3  o'clock  P.  M. 
Dear  Colonel  :  Mr.  Byrd  makes  reports  of  your  con- 
duct which  does  you  infinite  honour ;  they  are,  indeed,  such 
as  I  expected.  I  have  sent  for  more  ammunition  for  you, 
and  ordered  a  large  corps  of  Riflemen  to  reinforce  Colonel 
Thompson.    Yours,  Charles  Lee. 

To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

[The  following  Letter  from  President  Riitledge,  written  with  a  pencil 
on  a  slip  of  paper,  was  sent  in  the  height  of  the  engagement.] 

June  28. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  send  you  five  hundred  pounds  of  powder. 
I  should  think  you  may  be  supplied  well  from  HaddrelVs. 
You  know  our  collection  is  not  very  great.  Honour  and 
TJctory,  my  good  sir,  to  you,  and  our  worthy  countrymen 
with  you.     Yours,  J.  Rutledge. 

P.  S.  Do  not  make  too  free  with  your  cannon.  Cool 
and  do  mischief.  * 

Charlestown,  June  29 — 9  o'clock. 

Dear  Colonel:  I  should  have  thanked  you  and  your 
brave  garrison  this  morning,  vis-a-vis,  at  the  fort,  but  am 
prevented  by  a  great  deal  of  business.  I  do  most  heartily 
thank  you  all,  and  shall  do  you  justice  in  my  letters  to  Con- 
gress. I  have  applied  for  some  rum  for  your  men.  They 
deserve  every  comfort  that  can  be  afforded  them.  We  have 
sent  for  more  powder ;  inform  me  of  all  your  wants. 

I  am,  dear  Colonel,  yours,  Charles  Lee. 

To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

P.  S.  The  General  desires  that  Colonel  Thompson  will 
send,  as  soon  as  he  can,  a  return  of  all  occurrences  in  his 
part  of  the  Island.  Joseph  Nourse,  Secretary. 

June  29,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  My  very  particular  thanks  are  due  to  you 
and  the  brave  officers  and  men  in  your  garrison  for  their 
heroick  behaviour  of  yesterday.  I  beg  that  you  will  receive 
them  yourself,  and  make  them  acceptable  to  the  gentlemen, 
officers  and  soldiers.  Seeing  the  necessity  of  supporting 
you  properly,  I  will  strain  every  nerve  to  supply  you  with 
ammunition  ;  no  man  would  go  a  greater  length  than  myself 
in  this  matter;  but,  my  good  sir,  you  know  the  scantiness 
of  our  stock;  I  send  you  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  and  think 
more  cannot  be  spared.  Indeed,  to  do  this  I  have  been 
obliged  to  get  two  thousand  pounds  from  Dorchester.  We 
must  not  wholly  exhaust  ourselves  for  the  forts;  small-arms 
must  decide  the  matter  at  last. 

I  daily  expect  powder  from  Eustatia,  then  I  hope  to 
supply  you  plentifully.  If  those  gentry  think  proper  to  re- 
visit you,  after  saying  what  I  have  done,  you  will  not  need 
any  caution  to  spare  your  powder.  I  beg  and  entreat  you 
only  to  fire  your  heaviest  guns  very  slowly,  only  now  and 
then,  and  take  good  aim ;  if  a  brisk  fire  is  kept  up  on  your 
side,  to  attempt,  by  any  means,  to  equal  theirs,  your  amijiu- 
nition  will  soon  be  expended,  and  what  shall  we  do  then  ? 
I  therefore  once  more  request  most  earnestly  that  you  will 
observe  this  advice.  I  send  this  powder  upon  Roberts^s 
pressing  it  much,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from  Captain 


Beekman;  but  yet  I  think  it  cannot  be  wanted,  I  mean 
what  you  have  had  cannot  have  been  near  expended.  I 
think  you  had  twenty-one  rounds  to  each  gun,  besides  the 
five  hundred  pounds  sent  yesterday,  and  surely  nothing  like 
that  quantity  could  have  been  fired  yesterday.  I  presume 
there  must  be  a  good  deal  made  up  for  the  guns  that  were 
not  fired,  which  Beekman  has  not  thought  of  when  he  was 
writing  to  Roberts.  Pray,  sir,  have  this  matter  investigated, 
and  let  me  have  a  correct  state  of  it  by  the  bearer.  Captain 
Legari,  or  any  other  good  hand  coming  up  soon,  let  me 
have  it.  Acquaint  me  if  anything,  and  whatever  you  may 
think  material  or  proper  for  me  to  know.  I  should  mention, 
and  you  will  please  communicate  to  the  garrison,  General 
ice'*  sentiment,  which  he  thus  expresses  to  me :  "  Their 
conduct  is  such  as  does  them  the  greatest  honour.  No  men 
ever  did,  and  it  is  impossible  ever  can,  behave  better."  I 
hope  you  will  caution  the  men  with  their  field-pieces  at  the 
advanced  guard,  and  the  Riflemen  also  there,  not  to  expend 
their  ammunition  at  random  shot,  or  unnecessarily. 
Dear  sir,  yours,  t   r> 

'  •'  '  J.  KUTLEDGE. 

To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

Fort  Johnston,  July  1, 1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  most  heartily  congratulate  the  Colony  on 
the  drubbing  you  gave  those  fellows  the  other  day,  and  only 
wish  you  had  had  powder  enough,  that  it  might  have  been 
complete.  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  sent 
General  Lee  this  morning,  containing  tlie  information  I  re- 
ceived from  five  honest  fellows  (Americans)  that  got  away 
last  night. 

If  they  come  up  again,  they  are  determined  to  come  as 
close  to  the  forts  as  possible,  in  order,  I  suppose,  to  com- 
mand us  more  easily  from  their  tops.  Two  of  these  men 
were  on  board  the  Commodore  in  the  action.  They  say 
your  first  fire  killed  a  man  in  the  tops,  upon  which  the  Com- 
modore ordered  tliem  all  out  of  the  tops,  from  whence  they 
assured  us  there  was  not  a  gun  fired.  The  Sphinx  lost  her 
bowsprit  by  running  foul  of  the  Acteon,  and  they  were 
obliged  either  to  cut  away  their  bowsprit  or  the  Acteon's 
mainmast.  These  men  all  belonged  to  the  Acteon,  and  two 
of  them  were  drafted  on  board  the  Commodore  just  before 
the  action.  I  fired  three  cannon  at  the  Syren,  merely  to 
please  several  of  my  officers,  which  fell  far  short,  as  I  ex- 
pected. We  admired  your  behaviour,  but  could  do  no  more. 
My  compliments  to  all  your  corps ;  we  drink  their  healths 
every  day.  If  you  will  send  this  account  to  General  Arm- 
strong I  shall  be  obliged  to  you. 

Yours,  sincerely,  Christopher  Gadsden. 

P.  S.  As  soon  as  the  action  began,  the  Commodore  or- 
dered to  be  put  into  a  place  of  safety  negro  Sampson,  a 
black  pilot.  C.  G. 

Charlestown,  July  1,  1776. 

Dear  Colonel  :  Huger's  Regiment  have  offered  them- 
selves to  work  at  your  fort.  I  believe  a  corps  of  blacks 
would  have  answered  better,  but  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  think  otherwise.  You  must  desire  the  Baron  to 
throw  up  the  redoubt  I  ordered  near  on  the  beach  to  pre- 
vent their  landing.  The  carpentei-s,  I  hope,  will  soon  finish 
the  gate.  I  have  applied  for  six  horses,  and  hope  I  shall 
procure  them  for  you.  Five  deserters  have  just  arrived 
here  from  the  ships  of  war.  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  list  of 
the  murders  your  garrison  have  now  to  answer  for,  but  I 
hope  it  will  sit  light  on  their  consciences. 

I  am,  dear  Colonel,  yours,  Charles  Lee. 

To  Colonel  Moxdtrie. 

P.  S.  I  must  request  that  your  garrison  may  be  kept 
more  vigilant  than  ever,  and  that  Colonel  Thompson  and  his 
corps  do  not  relax,  for  it  is  almost  proverbial  in  war  that  we 
are  never  in  so  great  danger  as  when  success  makes  us  con- 
fident.    Let  the  bridge  be  finished  as  soon  as  possible. 


JOHN    CRApOCK    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore  County,  July  1,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  With  a  grateful  sense  of  your  good  opinion 
of  me,  I  beg  leave  to  resign  the  commission  of  first  Major 
in  Soldiers'  Delight  Battalion,  since  (having  attended  last 
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Saturday)  the  battalion  declared  that  they  will  be  command- 
ed only  by  officers  recommended  by  themselves. 

Be  assured  that  this  is  the  only  reason  of  my  resignation, 
for  with  pleasure  will  I  execute  any  further  office  conferred 
upon  me  in  the  service  of  my  country. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Cradock. 
To  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  Province  of  Maryland. 
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THOMAS    GIST    TO    MARYLAND    COTTNCIL    Or    SAFETY. 

Gentlemen  :  According  to  orders  from  Brigadier-General 
Buchanan,  I  have  endeavoured  to  get  the  account  of  the 
effective  arms  in  Soldiers'  Delight  Battalion,  but  could  not 
obtain  any  but  from  three  companies,  which  you  will  find 
enclosed  ;  and  I  believe  there  is  not  above  forty  in  the  other 
companies  fit  for  service. 

Saturday  last  being  field-day  of  the  said  battalion,  I  at- 
tended, when  some  of  the  men  laid  down  their  arms,  declaring 
they  would  not  do  duty  under  any  other  Field  Officers  but 
what  they  had  recommended  to  the  last  Convention.  I  being 
loath  to  blow  the  spark  into  a  flame  of  contention,  and  for 
the  sake  of  peace  and  unity,  beg  leave  to  resign  ;  and  am 
your  Honours'  most  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Gist. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety. 


president  of  congress  to  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  July  1,  1776. 

Sir  :  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Monsieur  Antoine 
Felis  Wiebert,  a  French  gentleman,  who  brings  such  ample 
recommendation  of  his  skill  as  an  engineer,  that  the  Congress 
are  desirous  of  having  him  placed  in  a  situation  where  he 
may  have  it  in  his  power  to  show  it ;  and  indeed  this  is  all 
he  requests  himself,  being  very  willing,  after  his  abilities  shall 
be  put  to  the  trial,  that  his  future  character  and  promotion 
in  the  American  Army  should  depend  on  the  proofs  he  may 
give  of  his  capacity  and  qualifications.  I  am,  therefore,  to 
request  you  will  employ  him  in  such  way  as  you  shall  judge 
will  best  conduce  to  the  good  of  the  service  and  answer  Mr. 
Wiebert's  desire. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant,  ■,         u  d     •  ?    ^ 

•'  '  John  Hancock,  rresident. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  New-  York. 


JOHN  ADAMS  TO  ARCHIBALD  BULLOCK. 

Philadelphia,  July  1,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Two  days  ago  I  received  your  favour  of 
May  1st.  I  was  greatly  disappointed,  sir,  in  the  information 
you  gave  me,  that  you  should  be  prevented  from  revisiting 
Philadelphia.  I  had  flattered  myself  with  hopes  of  your 
joining  us  soon,  and  not  only  affording  us  the  additional 
strengtii  of  your  abilities  and  fortitude,  but  enjoying  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  a  temper  and  conduct  here  somewhat 
more  agreeable  to  your  wishes  than  those  which  prevailed 
when  you  were  here  before  ;  but  1  have  since  been  informed 
that  your  countrymen  have  done  themselves  the  justice  to 
place  you  at  tlie  head  of  their  affairs,  a  station  in  which  you 
may  perhaps  render  more  essential  service  to  them  and  to 
America  than  you  could  here. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  great  change  in  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Colonies  since  you  left  us,  and  I  hope  that  a  few 
months  will  bring  us  all  to  the  same  way  of  thinking. 

This  morning  is  assigned  for  the  greatest  debate  of  all. 
A  Declaration,  that  these  Colonies  are  free  and  independent 
States,  has  been  reported  by  a  Committee,  appointed  some 
weeks  ago  for  that  purpose,  and  this  day  or  to-morrow  is 
to  determine  its  fate.  May  Heaven  prosper  the  new-born 
Republick,  and  make  it  more  glorious  than  any  former  Re- 
publicks  have  been ! 

r^  The  small-pox  has  ruined  the  American  Army  in  Canada, 
I  and  of  consequence  the  American  cause.  A  series  of  disas- 
ters has  happened  there,  partly  owing,  I  fear,  to  the  indecis- 
ion at  Philadelphia,  and  partly  to  the  mistakes  or  miscon- 
duct of  our  officers  in  that  department ;  but  the  small-pox, 
which  infected  every  man  we  sent  there,  completed  our  ruin, 
and  compelled  us  to  evacuate  that  important  Province.  We 
'.  must,  however,  regain  it  some  time  or  other. 


My  countrymen  have  been  more  successful  at  sea  in 
driving  away  all  the  men-of-war  completely  out  of  JBos^on 
harbour,  and  in  making  prizes  of  a  great  number  of  trans- 
ports and  other  vessels. 

We  are  in  daily  expectation  of  an  armament  before  Netv- 
York,  where,  if  it  comes,  the  conflict  must  be  bloody.  The 
object  is  great  which  we  have  in  view,  and  we  must  expect 
a  great  expense  of  blood  to  obtain  it ;  but  we  should  always 
remember,  that  a  free  Constitution  of  civil  Government  can- 
not be  purchased  at  too  dear  a  rate,  as  there  is  nothing  on 
this  side  the  New-Jerusalem  of  equal  importance  to  man- 
kind. 

It  is  a  cruel  reflection,  that  a  little  more  wisdom,  a  little 
more  activity,  or  a  little  more  integrity,  would  have  pre- 
served us  Canada,  and  enabled  us  to  support  this  trying 
conflict  at  a  less  expense  of  men  and  money;  but  irretriev- 
able miscarriages  ought  to  be  lamented  no  further  than  to 
enable  and  stimulate  us  to  do  better  in  future. 

Your  colleagues.  Hall  and  Gwinnett,  are  here,  in  good 
health  and  spirits,  and  as  firm  as  you  yourself  could  wish 
them.  Present  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Houston;  tell  him 
the  Colonies  will  have  Republicks  for  their  Governments, 
let  us  lawyers,  and  your  divine,  [Zubly]  say  what  we  will. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  respect, 
sir,  your  sincere  friend  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Adams. 
To  His  Excellency  Archibald  Bullock,  Esq.,  oi  Georgia. 


JOHN    ADAMS    TO    SAMUEL    CHASE. 

Philadelphia,  July  I,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  by  the  post  this  morning  gave 
me  much  pleasure,  but  the  generous  and  unanimous  vote  of 
your  Convention  gave  me  much  more.  It  was  brought  into 
Congress  this  morning  just  as  we  were  entering  on  the  great 
debate ;  that  debate  took  up  most  of  the  day,  but  it  was  an 
idle  mispense  of  time,  for  nothing  was  said  but  what  had 
been  repeated  and  hackneyed  in  that  room  before  a  hundred 
times  for  six  months  past. 

In  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  question  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  and  reported  to  the  House.  A  Colony 
desired  it  to  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  when  it  will  pass 
by  a  great  majority,  perhaps  with  almost  unanimity;  yet  I 
cannot  promise  this,  because  one  or  two  gentlemen  may 
possibly  be  found  who  will  vote  point  blank  against  the 
known  and  declared  sense  of  their  constituents.  Maryland, 
however,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  behaved  well ; 
Paca,  generously  and  nobly. 

Alas,  Canada !  We  have  found  misfortune  and  disgrace 
in  that  quarter — evacuated  at  last.  Transports  arrived  at 
Sandy-Hook,  from  whence  we  may  expect  an  attack  in  a 
short  time  upon  New-  York,  or  New- Jersey,  and  our  Army 
not  so  strong  as  we  could  wish.  The  Militia  of  New- Jersey 
and  New-England  not  so  ready  as  they  ought  to  be. 

The  Romans  made  it  a  fixed  rule  never  to  send  or  receive 
Ambassadors  to  treat  of  peace  with  their  enemies,  while 
their  affairs  were  in  an  adverse  or  disastrous  situation.  There 
was  a  generosity  and  magnanimity  in  this  becoming  free- 
men. It  flowed  from  that  temper  and  those  principles  which 
alone  can  preserve  the  freedom  of  a  people.  It  is  a  plea- 
sure to  find  our  Americans  of  the  same  temper.  It  is  a  good 
symptom,  foreboding  a  good  end. 

If  you  imagine  that  I  expect  this  Declaration  will  ward 
off  calamities  from  this  country,  you  are  mistaken.  A 
bloody  conflict  we  are  destined  to  endure.  This  has  been 
my  opinion  from  the  beginning.  You  will  certainly  remem- 
ber my  decided  opinion  was,  at  the  first  Congress,  when  we 
found  that  we  could  not  agree  upon  an  immediate  non- 
exportation,  that  the  contest  could  not  be  settled  without 
bloodshed,  and  that  if  hostilities  should  once  commence, 
they  would  terminate  in  an  incurable  animosity  between 
the  two  countries.  Every  political  event  since  the  19th  of 
April,  1775,  has  confirmed  me  in  this  opinion. 

If  you  imagine  that  I  flatter  myself  with  happiness  and 
halcyon  days,  after  a  separation  from  Great  Britain,  you 
are  mistaken  again.  I  do  not  expect  that  our  new  Govern- 
ments will  be  so  quiet  as  I  could  wish  ;  nor  that  happy  har- 
mony, confidence,  and  affection,  between  the  Colonies,  that 
every  good  American  ought  to  study,  labour,  and  pray  for, 
for  a  long  time ;  but  (i-eedom  is  a  counterbalance  for  poverty, 
discord,  and  war,  and  more.     It  is  your  hard  lot  and  mine 
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to  be  called  into  life  at  such  a  time ;  yet  even  these  times 
have  their  pleasures. 

I  am  your  friend  and  servant,  John  Adams. 

To  Mr.  Chase,  Annapolis. 


JOSIAH  BARTLETT  TO  JOHN  LANGDON. 

Philadelphia,  July  1,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  14th  ultimo  is  now  before  me. 
I  am  truly  sorry  that  guns,  Sic,  for  the  ships  cannot  be  got 
as  soon  as  wanting,  but  so  it  happens.  The  Committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose  have  not  been  able  to  procure 
tliem  yet.  As  to  naval  affairs,  I  must  refer  you  to  brother 
Whipple,  who  continues  of  the  Marine  Committee  alias  Board 
of  Admiralty,  and  who  will,  while  here,  inform  you  from 
time  to  time- what  is  to  be  done  in  your  department  as  agent 
for  New-Hampshire. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  our  Colony  have  determined  to  keep 
up  the  Provincial  Regiment  at  Portsmouth  in  the  pay  of  the 
Colony,  besides  the  Continental  Regiment.  The  design  ol 
raising  that  regiment  was  to  ease  our  Colony  of  that  expense, 
and  I  expected  they  would  have  been  immediately  put  on 
the  Continental  establishment,  and  our  Colony  eased  of  the 
burden.  The  cost  of  maintaining  Colonel  Oilman's  Regi- 
ment, with  the  bounty  given  to  the  men  going  to  Canada, 
with  our  other  expenses,  will  be  very  great,  and  where  we 
can  save  cost,  consistent  with  the  publick  safety,  we  ought 
to  do  it.  In  short,  in  my  opinion  it  will  be  no  advantage  to 
us,  for  when  it  is  known  that  our  harbour  is  defended  by 
our  own  forces,  it  is  very  probable  the  Continental  Regi- 
ment may  be  ordered  somewhere  else,  which  would  not  be 
the  case  if  they  were  wanted,  as  was  expected,  for  the  Co- 
lony's defence.  I  have  the  highest  opinion  of  Dr.  Brackett, 
but  think  he  would  not  accept  of  the  appointment  of  Sur- 
geon to  the  Continental  Regiment,  especially  as  it  may  pos- 
sibly be  ordered  to  some  distant  place,  and  I  fear  he  would 
take  it  as  an  affront  to  offer  it  to  him.  New-Jersey  have 
appointed  a  new  set  of  Delegates,  consisting  of  five ;  among 
them  is  Dr.  Witherspoon. 

Tlie  affair  of  Independency  has  been  this  day  determined 
in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House ;  by  next  post  I  expect 
you  will  receive  a  formal  Declaration,  with  the  reasons.  The 
Declaration  before  Congress  is,  I  think,  a  pretty  good  one. 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  spoiled  by  canvassing  in  Congress. 

General  Lee,  by  express,  informs  us  that  fifty-three  ships, 
with  General  Clinton,  were  before  Charlestown,  South- Ca- 
rolina. General  Washington,  by  express  this  day,  informs 
us  that  General  Howe,  with  near  one  hundred  sail,  were  at 
Sandy-Hook ;  so  that  we  may  soon  expect  serious  work. 

Before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  hear  that  General  Sul- 
livan has  evacuated  Canada,  and  is  at  present  at  Isle-aux- 
Noix,  and  1  expect  soon  to  hear  he  is  at  Crown  Point.  The 
time  is  now  at  hand  when  we  shall  see  whether  America 
has  virtue  enough  to  be  free  or  not. 

Sir,  you  will  excuse  the  erasements  and  many  other  de- 
fects in  this  scrawl,  as  I  have  not  time  to  copy  or  correct  it. 

I  am,  sir,  your  friend,  &c., 

JosiAH  Bartlett. 
To  Captain  Langdon. 

P.  S.  The  transport,  with  Highlanders,  that  was  taken 
by  the  Cabot,  and  afterward  retaken,  is  taken  a  second  time 
by  Captain  Barron,  and  carried  into  Jametown,  Virginia. 
She  had  two  hundred  and  twelve  soldiers  on  board,  being 
the  whole  of  the  soldiers  in  two  transports  taken  by  the  Ca- 
bot.  The  other  transport  contained  the  ofRcere  of  both, 
and  was  retaken  by  the  Cerberus  man-of-war,  and  afterward 
taken  again  by  the  Schuyler  and  Montgomery,  and  carried 
into  New-  York. 


CHESTER   COUNTY    (PENNSYLVANIA)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Downingstown,  Chester  County, 
July  1,  1776. 

Present  fifty  Members. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  Committee  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  put  in  execution  the  Resolve  of  Con- 
ference for  raising  six  hundred  and  fifty-two  Men  forthwith 
in  this  County;  and  that  the  following  gentlemen  be  appoint- 
ed Officers,  viz :  William  Montgomery,  Colonel ;  Thomas 
Bull,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  John  Bartholomew,  Major. 
Captains :  Joseph  Gardner,  Benjamin  Wallace,  Samuel  Cul- 


binson,  James  Boyley,  John  McDowel,  John  Shaw,  Matthew 
Boyd,  and  John  Beaton.  First  Lieutenants :  WillinmHenry, 
Andrew  Dunwooddy,  Thomas  Kenney,  Benjamin  Culbinson, 
Samuel  Lindsey,  Allen  Cunningham,  Joseph  Strawbridge, 
and  Joseph  Bartholomew.  Second  Lieutenants:  Robert 
Filson,  William  Lockart,  Thomas  Davis,  Samuel  Hammel, 
Jeremiah  Cloud,  Joseph  IVherrey,  David  Curry,  and  Alex- 
ander Mc  Car  agher.  Ensigns:  John  Grardtrensher,  Wil- 
liam Cunningham,  John  Filling,  Andrew  Curry.  Thomas 
James,  Lazarus  Finney,  Archibald  Desart,  and  John  Lew- 
ellyn. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes : 

Caleb  Davis,  Secretary. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  ) 
July  1,  1776.      5" 

The  Committee,  taking  into  consideration  the  Resolution 
of  Congress  [for  raising  a  German  Battalion],  and  being  of 
opinion  that  the  publick  service  requires  that  it  be  carried 
into  execution  without  any  delay,  and  the  Recruiting  service 
be  entered  on  as  soon  as  possible : 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  will,  on  Friday,  the  5th  in- 
stant, appoint  Captains,  and  on  Friday,  the  12th  instant, 
Lieutenants  and  Ensigns,  for  the  four  Companies  of  Ger- 
man* directed  to  be  raised  in  this  Province  by  order  of 
Congress ;  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that,  con- 
sistent with  the  Resolve  of  Congress,  no  person  but  such  as 
are  Germans  born,  or  the  sons  of  Germans,  should  hold  any 
office  in  said  Companies. 

All  such  gentlemen  who  fall  under  the  above  descriptions, 
and  are  desirous  to  enter  into  the  service,  are  requested  to' 
send  in  their  applications  as  early  as  may  be. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

William  Govett,  Secretary. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  WARD. 

New- York,  July  1,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favours  of  the  20th  and  23d  ultimo, 
and  am  happy  to  hear  of  the  further  success  of  our  armed 
vessels,  in  the  capture  of  the  transport  with  the  Highland 
Grenadiers.  If  they  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  take 
the  eleven  ships  mentioned  in  your  last,  I  suppose  we  are 
in  possession  of  a  large  share  of  the  Highlanders  ordered 
against  us.  I  am  extremely  sorry  for  your  indisposition,  and 
wish  to  afford  you  all  the  relief  in  my  power,  and  that  the 
situation  of  things  will  admit  of.  It  is  particularly  unlucky 
that  Mr.  Whitcomb  should  refuse  his  commission  at  this 
crisis.  A  fleet  has  arrived  at  the  Hook,  which  we  suppose 
to  be  General  Howe's,  having  received  authentick  intelli- 
gence of  his  sailing  from  Halifax  on  the  9th  ultimo  with 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  sail.  One  hundred  and  ten 
came  in  on  Saturday ;  more  were  in  the  offing ;  and  a  few 
had  got  in  two  or  three  days  before.  We  expect  he  will 
make  an  attack  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  I  am  making  every 
preparation  to  receive  him.  As  we  are  extremely  deficient 
in  arms  here,  and  in  great  distress  for  want  of  thein,  I  shall 
be  glad  if  you  will  send  off  those  taken  from  the  Highland- 
ers, which  you  conceive  can  possibly  be  spared.  Let  them 
be  sent  immediately  to  Norwich,  to  the  persons  there  who 
were  intrusted  with  the  others,  with  directions  to  forward 
them  without  delay,  by  water,  if  there  shall  be  no  risk ;  if 
there  is,  by  land.  You  will  observe  that  the  new  regiments 
to  be  raised  in  the  Massachusetts  are  to  furnish  their  own 
before  they  are  received,  or  can  be  taken  into  pay. 

I  am,  Sic,  George  Washington. 

To  Major-General  Ward. 

P.  S.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  send  a  General  Officer 
now.  I  have  but  one  Major-General,  and  not  Brigadiei-s 
more  than  are  absolutely  necessary,  nor  so  many.  I  have 
heard  nothing  more  of  the  other  three  hundred  carbines ; 
they  are  not  yet  arrived. 


COLONEL    REED    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  July  1,  1776. 

Sir:  The  General  being  informed  that  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  New-  York  have  collected  a  quantity  of  lead  in 
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divers  parts  of  the  city,  requests  they  would  be  pleased  to 
let  Mr.  Commissary  Cheever  have  all  that  can  be  spared, 
as  it  is  one  of  those  articles  of  which  the  Array  stands  at 
present  in  the  greatest  need. 

I  have  the  iionour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

Joseph  Reed,  Adjutant-General. 

To  the  Hon.  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Confess. 


JAMES     COGGESHALL    TO     THE     COMMITTEE     OF     NEW-YORK 
CONGRESS. 

New  Jail,  July  1,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  informed  you  are  appointed  to  act 
during  the  recess  of  the  Congress  respecting  the  prisoners 
confined  in  Jail.  I  take  the  liberty  to  beg  your  assistance 
in  relieving  me  as  far  as  possible  from  ray  situation,  truly 
necessary  on  account  of  my  ill  state  of  health,  which  I  dare 
say  you  can  be  raade  fully  sensible  of  if  you  will  do  rae  the 
favour  to  visit  me.  I  am  conscious  of  no  particular  charge 
that  is  or  can  be  brought  against  me ;  and  I  am  willing  to 
comply  with  any  restrictions  you  shall  deem  necessary.  I 
am  so  much  unwell  that  I  look  upon  the  continuance  of  ray 
confinement  the  absolute  destruction  of  my  life,  which  I 
think  your  humanity  would  by  no  means  suffer  if  in  your 
power  to  prevent.  I  must  just  mention  one  circumstance, 
that,  so  sure  was  I  of  being  immediately  released  I  came 
from  the  country  without  a  second  shirt,  or  strip  of  any  one 
thing  which  I  would  wish  to  have  in  my  power  to  obtain, 
as  you  must  be  sensible  how  necessary  cleanliness  is  to 
the  health,  especially  of  an  invalid.  As  soon  as  I  can  be 
indulged  with  your  favour,  the  greatest  obligation  will  be 
conferred  on,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  hum- 
ble servant,  t  r> 

'  James  Coggeshall. 

To  Messre.  Brasher,  Broome,  and  Bancker,  Committee  of 
the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress,  New-  York. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  New-York  : 

T%e  Petition  of  Isaac  Ketchum  humbly  beggeth  the  con- 
sideration of  this  honourable  House, 

In  regard  to  a  proposal  made  to  your  humble  Petitioner 
by  the  honourable  Speaker  of  this  House,  on  the  14th  day 
June  last,  (which  I  do  not  doubt  but  part  of  the  members 
of  this  House  are  sensible  of,)  which  I  undertook  to  trace ; 
the  matter  I  had  some  idea  of,  and  on  which,  whether  I 
succeeded  or  not,  I  took  it  for  granted,  after  a  final  dis- 
covery, that  liberty  was  depending :  however,  with  the  help 
of  Divine  Providence,  I  succeeded  in  the  undertaking, 
though  not  expecting  to  be  called  as  a  publick  evidence, 
there  to  declare  what  I  gathered  from  a  person's  own 
jnouth,  by  laying  schemes,  and  using  arguments  to  get  it 
from  him,  which  was  a  considerable  shock  of  conscience, 
though  it  being  in  the  glorious  cause  of  America,  which 
gives  satisfaction  on  the  next  thought.  Though  I  have 
a  fear  I  am  detained  to  be  brought  in  as  evidence ;  but  I 
must  refuse  if  so  called,  as  I  think  it  hard  usage,  as  I  have 
laid  myself  liable  to  all  the  enemies  of  America,  as  I  have 
a  double  chance  whether  we  are  overcome  or  not,  as  we 
have  a  large  party  of  these  kind  of  friends  in  the  country, 
and  not  far  from  my  habitation,  as  I  am  very  sensible  of  my 
adversaries,  by  reason  of  our  friendship  being  broken  six  or 
eight  months  ago  on  account  of  the  contest.  Your  humble 
Petitioner  sincerely  begs  you  would  consider  his  circum- 
stances, as  he  hath  faithfully  accomplished  and  discharged 
the  trust  reposed  in  him,  as  1  hope  it  will  appear  to  every 
member  of  this  honourable  House,  as  your  humble  petitioner 
ever  stands  in  duty  bound  to  obey  every  resolve  of  this 
honourable  House,  and  to  the  protection  of  the  Continental 
Army.  Your  Petitioner  humbly  begs  that  justice  may  be 
shown  him  in  regard  to  a  small  sum  of  money  and  some 
papers  taken  by  Captain  Wool,  as  I  hope  it  will  appear  right 
and  equitable  in  the  sight  of  every  member  of  this  House  that 
your  humble  Petitioner  should  have  his  property  returned, 
and  discharged  from  confinement.  And  your  Petitioner 
ever  is  in  duty  bound  to  serve. 

God  bless  the  Congress  in  all  their  lawful  enterprises. 

Isaac  Ketchum. 

July  1,  1776. 


QUEENS    COUNTY    (nEW-YORk)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Queens  County,  July  1,  1776. 

The  Committee  took  into  consideration  a  Resolve  of  the 
Convention  of  the  honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  re- 
lating to  the  removing  the  Cattle  from  the  south  side  of  this 
County ;  and  as  many  difficulties  and  impossibilities  doth 
appear,  this  Committee  hath  appointed  Colonel  Jeromus 
Remsen,  Colonel  Joseph  Roberson,  and  Samuel  Riker,  to 
make  a  representation  thereof  to  the  honourable  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  and  General  Officers  of  the  Continental  Army 
relating  to  that  matter;  and  that  they  make  a  representation 
of  the  defenceless  state  of  this  County,  and  request  such  a 
force  as  shall  be  able,  with  the  assistance  of  the  County 
Militia,  to  prevent  our  being  plundered  by  the  Ministerial 
troops ;  and  also  apply  for  two  hundred  Pounds  for  the  use 
of  this  County. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes. 

Attest:  Benjamin  Sands. 


THEOPHYLACT   BACHE    to   PHILIP   LIVINGSTON. 

Flatbush,  July  1,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  would  have  waited  upon  you  this  day, 
pursuant  to  your  citation  received  on  Friday  last,  but  the  dis- 
tressed state  of  Mrs.  Bache  and  my  numerous  family,  since 
the  arrival  of  the  fleet  at  Sandy-Hook,  will,  I  hope,  be  a 
sufficient  apology  for  my  remaining  with  them,  as  they  will 
require  all  my  attention  to  save  them  from  the  horrible  cala- 
mities of  the  approaching  conflict. 

My  being  represented  to  the  Congress  as  one  of  the  per- 
sons inimical  to  the  cause  and  rights  o{  America  fills  me  with 
the  deepest  concern.  Be  assured,  gentlemen,  that  the  accu- 
sation is  unmerited,  and  must  have  proceeded  from  those  who 
are  unacquainted  with  my  sentiments.  I  have  not,  since 
the  unhappy  dispute  began,  contravened  any  order  of  the 
Congress,  Continental  or  Provincial,  nor  is  it  my  intention. 

I  sincerely  hope  for  a  reconciliation,  that  this  once  happy 
country  may  enjoy  the  blessing  of  peace ;  and  am,  gentle- 
men, your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Theophylact  Bache. 
To  P.  Livingston,  Esq.,  and  gentlemen  of  the  Congress. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  City  and 
Province  o/ New-York,  in  Congress  assembled: 

Gentlemen  :  We,  the  subscribers,  being  united  friends  to 
American  liberty,  considering  our  defenceless  state,  in  case 
there  should  be  an  attack  made  by  our  enemies  upon  this 
Province,  and  likewise  our  being  surrounded  with  numbers 
of  Tories  who  are  daily  meditating  our  destruction  ;  and 
having  two  large  storehouses  contiguous  to  the  North  River, 
in  which  are  great  quantities  of  provisions,  which,  we  ap- 
prehend, in  case  they  should  get  past  the  city  with  their 
tenders,  they  may  run  up  and  supply  themselves  at  pleasure 
out  of  these  storehouses,  which  might  prove  very  dangerous 
to  the  common  cause  of  this  country;  for  which  reason  we 
conceive  it  to  be  highly  necessary  that  you  would  be  pleased 
to  supply  us  with  two  field-pieces,  with  everything  neces- 
sary for  an  attack  under  your  directions,  for  our  defence,  in 
order  to  assist  the  Militia  of  this  Manor,  for  which  purpose 
we  mean  to  form  ourselves  into  a  Company  of  Artillery,  on 
our  own  expense,  you  giving  us  the  liberty  of  choosing  our 
own  officers.  We  understand  there  are  some  field -pieces 
at  the  upper  fort,  in  the  Highlands,  which  can  be  spared. 
Your  compliance  will  greatly  oblige,  gentlemen,  your  Peti- 
tioners, &iC. 


Cortlandt's  Manor,  July,  1776. 

Jesse  Lockwood,  Thomas  Mott, 

James  Spook,  Caleb  Hall,  3d., 

Benjamin  Taylor,  Slaats  Degroot, 

John  Hall,  Luther  Kinnicut, 

Roger  Bissell,  Justus  Wescott, 
William  Pennoyer,  Samuel  Haviland, 

John  Brewer,  Samuel  Williams, 


Francis  Pemart, 
Peter  Garson, 
David  Poineer, 
Abraham  StoothofT. 
John  Sheerman, 
Peter  Buys, 
John  McCune. 


To  the  Hcmourable  Members  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
New-Youk : 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  o/Cherry- Valley, 
New-Town,  Martin,  and  Springfield,  in  the  County 
of  Tryon,  humbly  showcth : 

That  we,  the  aforesaid  inhabitants,  from  the  most  authen- 
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tick  intelligence  we  have  received  from  our  missionaries 
and  Indian  (riends,  learn  that  we  are  in  imminent  danger  of 
being  cut  off  by  the  savages,  our  enemies,  whom,  we  under- 
stand, are  bribed  by  Sir  John  Johnson  and  Colonel  Butler 
to  execute  the  same.  Know  also,  honourable  gentlemen, 
that  the  spirit  of  our  inhabitants  hath  been  such  for  the  Ame- 
rican cause,  that  out  of  the  small  and  scattered  bounds  of 
Cherry- Valley,  New-Toiim,  and  Martin,  no  less  than  thirty- 
tliree  have  turned  out  for  immediate  service  and  good  of  their 
country,  and  thereby  left  us  in  a  defenceless  condition.  We, 
therefore,  your  humble  petitioners,  humbly  pray  you  would 
forthwith  take  this,  our  deplorable  and  distressed  state  and 
condition,  under  your  immediate  consideration,  and  meditate 
some  speedy  relief  for  us  before  it  be  too  late,  especially  as 
the  inhabitants  of  Old  England  District  and  Unadilla  are 
daily  flying  to  our  settlement,  so  that  we  shall  immediately, 
in  all  appearances,  become  an  open,  defenceless,  and  un- 
guarded frontier,  and  very  much  exposed  to  the  insults  of 
the  enemy,  especially  scalping  parties,  and  are  at  present 
without  ammunition  or  men  any  way  sufficient  to  defend 
ourselves  ;  and  unless  you,  gentlemen,  that  can  help  us,  will 
help  us,  by  sending  ammunition  to  the  inhabitants,  and  a 
suliicient  number  of  men,  such  as  you  may  think  proper  to 
guard  our  frontiers,  we  must  expect  to  fall  victims  to  the 
rage  and  fury  of  our  merciless  enemies,  and  therefore  must 
once  more  beg  you  may  take  this,  our  deplorable  circum- 
stances, under  your  consideration,  and  send  us  immediate 
relief.     And  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 

Samuel  Dunlop,  A.  M.  and  E.  D.  M. 

Samuel  Campbell,  Major. 

James  Scott, 

Robert  Wells, 

James  Rickey, 

James  Moore, 

Samuel  Clyde,  Captain. 
Signed  in  the  name,  and  by  order  of,  the  above  inhabi- 
tants. 

Cheny-Valley,  July  1,  1776. 

GENERAL    SCHtTYLER  TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  July  1,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  On  Friday  evening  I  received  a  line 
from  General  Sullivan,  a  copy  whereof  I  have  the  honour 
to  enclose.  By  the  contents  your  Excellency  will  perceive 
that  we  have  reasons  to  believe  his  next  will  announce  his 
arrival  at  Crown  Point. 

Yesterday  morning  General  Gates  introduced  a  Mr.  Avery 
to  me,  who  applied  to  me  for  money  to  carry  on  the  Com- 
missary-General's Department  here.  I  asked  if  Mr.  Living- 
ston was  superseded,  and  begged  to  see  how  he  (Avery) 
was  authorized  to  act  here.  He  showed  me  a  commission 
from  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Commissary-General,  with  instruc- 
tions annexed,  appointing  him  Deputy  Commissary  in 
Canada,  and  the  instructions  were  correspondent  to  such 
appointment.  I  told  him  his  commission  did  not,  by  any 
means,  supersede  Mr.  Livington's,  and  until  that  was  done, 
that  I  must  consider  Mr.  Livingston  as  the  Deputy  Com- 
missary-General here,  and  that  all  warrants  for  money  to 
carry  on  that  department  here  must  be  drawn  in  his  favour, 
unless  Mr.  Trumbull  himself  was  present.  He  assured  me 
that  it  was  Mr.  TrumhuWs  intentions  that  he  {Avery)  should 
have  the  sole  management,  and  that  Mr.  Livingston  was 
only  to  be  considered  as  a  contractor.  I  sent  for  Mr.  Li- 
vingston, who  produced  a  letter  of  the  25th  instant  from 
Mr.  Trumbull  directly  contradictory  to  what  Mr.  Avery  had 
asserted ;  upon  which  he  declared  that  Mr.  Trumbull  had 
informed  him  that  Congress  had  given  him  full  power  to 
make  any  arrangement  he  thought  proper,  and  displace 
whom  he  pleased,  and  that  it  was  his  intention  by  giving 
him  (Avery)  that  commission  to  supei-sede  Mr.  Livingston. 
To  which  Mr.  Livingston  answered  that  although  Mr.  Trum- 
bull had  no  power  to  remove  him  unless  authorized  so  to  do 
by  Congress,  as  he  held  his  commission  immediately  from 
that  body ;  yet  if  Mr.  Trumbull  had  expressed  any  such  in- 
tention, that  he  would  immediately  resign,  and  he  would 
put  the  question  to  Mr.  Trumbull.  I  observed  to  Mr.  Avery 
that  nothing  in  his  commission  or  the  instructions  annexed 
authorized  him  to  say  what  he  did ;  that  Mr.  TmmhulVs 
letter  to  Mr.  Livingston  flatly  contradicted  it ;  that  if  he  re- 
mained with  the  Army,  provided  it  was  not  in  Canada,  he 


must  be  subordinate  to  Mr.  Livingston,  and  obey  his  orders, 
which  he  chose  not  to  do,  and  is  now  going  down.  I  ad- 
vised him  to  remain  until  the  affair  was  determined,  and  can- 
didly told  him  that  I  should  try  to  keep  Mr.  Livingston 
in  the  employment  if  he  chose  it,  because,  admitting  that 
their  abilities  and  integrity  were  perfectly  equal,  Mr.  Living- 
ston's conduct  had  met  my  approbation,  and  that  his  great 
family  connexions  in  this  County  had  enabled  him  to  carry 
on  the  service"  when  others  could  not  have  done  it,  of 
which  I  gave  instances.  General  Gates  was  present,  and 
acquiesced  in  the  propriety  of  wliat  I  observed.  I  was, 
therefore,  greatly  surprised  to  be  informed  that  he  should 
tell  Mr.  Avery  that  he  had  nothing  to  say  here,  but  that  as 
soon  as  he  came  to  the  Army  he  would  employ  him.  1  say 
I  was  greatly  surprised,  because  General  Gates  knew  that 
that  Army  was  no  longer  in  Canada,  and  because  I  did  not 
know  that  he  then  claimed  a  right  to  control  my  orders  with 
respect  to  the  Army,  even  if  it  should  be  at  Crown  Point,  nor 
could  I  imagine  he  thought  so,  as  your  Excellency's  instruc- 
tions to  him  gave,  as  I  conceive,  not  the  least  colour  for  it. 
Your  last  letter  to  me  holds  up  a  contrary  idea,  and  so  does 
every  resolution  of  Congress  hitherto  transmitted  to  me;  but 
that  General  Gates  conceived,  and  still  does,  that  the  Army 
is  immediately  under  his  command,  I  had  a  very  few  hours 
after  the  most  convincing  proof  of,  as  your  Excellency  will 
observe  from  the  enclosed  paper,  which  I  hastily  drew  up 
immediately  after  the  discourse,  and  which  1  desired  General 
Gates  to  read,  that  no  misundei-standing  might  arise  for  want 
of  recollecting  what  had  been  said,  and  which  he  acknow- 
ledges contains  the  substance  of  what  passed  between  us. 

By  your  Excellency's  instructions  to  General  Gates,  he 
is  empowered  to  appoint  a  Quartermaster-General  in  Cana- 
.  da.  I  observed  this  morning  that  I  believed  it  was  founded 
on  a  supposition  that  Colonel  Campbell  was  then  about  quit- 
ting Canada,  for  that  I  could  not  imagine  that  an  officer 
being  "  ordered  to  Congress  to  settle  his  accounts"  deprived 
him  of  his  employments  ;  that  Colonel  Campbell  was  origi- 
nally appointed  to  this  department,  and  that  Canada  now 
being  made  a  separate  one,  and  the  command  of  it  given  to 
General  Gates,  he  could,  under  the  powers  he  had,  appoint 
whom  he  pleased  to  act  there,  but  that,  unfortunately  for  us, 
the  evacuation  of  that  country  by  our  troops  had  taken  place, 
and  that  I  must  and  should  consider  Colonel  Campbell  as  the 
Deputy  Quartermaster-General  on  this  side  of  Canada. 

If  Congress  intended  that  General  Gates  should  command 
the  Northern  Army,  wherever  it  may  be,  as  he  assures  me 
they  did,  it  ought  to  have  been  signified  to  me,  and  I  should 
then  havelmmediately  resigned  the  command  to  him ;  but 
until  such  intention  is  properly  conveyed  to  me  I  never  can. 
I  must,  therefore,  entreat  your  Excellency  to  lay  this  letter 
before  Congress,  that  they  may  clearly  and  explicitly  signify 
their  intentions,  to  avert  the  dangers  and  evils  that  may  arise 
from  a  disputed  command  ;  for  after  what  General  Gates  has 
said,  the  line  must  be  clearly  drawn,  as  I  shall  until  then 
stand  upon  punctilios  with  General  Gates  that  I  would  other- 
wise with  pleasure  waive  ;  but  that  the  service  may  not  be 
retarded,  nor  suffer  the  least  from  a  difference  of  opinion  be- 
tween General  Gates  and  me,  I  have  determined  to  remain 
here,  although  1  had,  before  this  affair  came  to  hght,  men- 
tioned to  him  my  intentions  of  going  up  with  him. 

As  both  General  Gates  and  myself  mean  to  be  candid, 
and  wish  to  have  the  matter  settled  without  any  of  that 
chicane  which  would  disgrace  us  as  officers  and  men,  we 
have  agreed  to  speak  plain,  and  to  show  each  other  what 
we  have  written  to  you  upon  the  occasion,  and  he  has  ac- 
cordingly read  the  whole  of  what  I  have  above  said. 

Since  writing  the  above.  General  Gates  has  shown  me  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  17th  instant,  which  confirm 
me  in  the  opinion  I  have  entertained,  that  he  was  only  to 
command  the  Army  in  Canada,  and  that  I  had  no  control 
upon  him  when  there. 

Your  Excellency  may  be  assured  of  my  best  exertions 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  penetrating  into  these  Colonies. 
General  Gates  is  in  sentiment  with  me  on  the  mode — that 
of  increasing  our  naval  strength  and  fortifying  some  advan- 
tageous spot  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  Champlain,  either 
opposite  to  Ticonderoga  or  between  that  and  Crown  Point. 

Part  of  the  Militia  from  this  Colony  is  marched  up  ;  none 
of  the  others  are  yet  moved.  Their  tardiness  will  greatly 
distress  us,  as  we  have  much,  very  much,  to  do,  and  few 
men  to  do  it  with. 
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The  cannon  sent  by  Colonel  Knox  arrived  yesterday ; 
and  although  the  Indians  have  deferred  the  treaty  to  the 
middle  of  this  month,  yet  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  take 
post  at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  all  the  stores  are  moving  fitim 
here  to-day,  and  will,  I  hope,  leave  Schenectady  on  H'ed- 
nesday  morning.  The  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affairs 
have  prepared  a  message  to  the  Six  JS^ations,  giving  the 
reasons  why  we  take  post  at  Fort  Stanwix.  This  will, 
however,  not  be  sent  until  everything  is  so  far  advanced  that 
there  may  be  no  danger  in  communicating  to  them  my  in- 
tentions. 

Should  the  enemy  advance,  and  we  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  calling  forth  the  Militia  nearest  to  us,  we  shall  be 
at  a  loss  for  ball  and  buckshot.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  have 
twenty-five  rounds  apiece  for  ten  thousand  men  sent  up  the 
soonest  possible,  if  it  can  anywhere  be  procured,  with  a 
proportionate  quantity  of  cartridge-paper,  and  two  tons  of 
oakum. 

If  any  cutlasses,  stinkpots,  and  hand-grenades  can  be  got, 
I  beg  they  may  also  be  sent  for  the  use  of  our  armed  ves- 
sels. 

One  hundred  thousand  of  the  dollars  brought  up  by  Ge- 
neral Gates  are  ordered  to  the  Army  ;  better  than  half  of 
the  other  are  already  expended,  nor  will  any  be  left  in  two 
or  three  days. 

Mr.  Duane  informed  me,  and  gave  me  leave  to  make  use 
of  his  name,  that  the  five  hundred  thousand  voted  by  Con- 
gress the  22d  of  May  for  this  department,  were  actually 
charged,  and  he  fears  that  they  may  have  met  with  some 
accident  on  the  way  up. 

I  have  ordered  the  silver  to  be  kept  in  chests,  except  about 
three  thousand  pounds,  which  we  borrowed  here,  and  must 
now  be  repaid. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. — I  am  this  moment  favoured  with 
your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  enclosing  copy 
of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  24th.  I  have  immedi- 
ately an  opportunity  of  forwarding  copies  thereof  to  Gover- 
nour  Trumbull  and  Mr.  Edwards ;  the  latter  has  already 
received  one  month's  advance  wages  for  the  StocJcbridge 
Company,  and  which,  I  suppose,  is  by  this  time  paid  to 
them,  as  he  informed  me  that  they  were  to  be  here  on  Wed- 
nesday or  Thursday  next.  I  am  afraid  it  will  give  great 
umbrage  if  they  are  immediately  discharged ;  but  as  the 
order  is  positive,  I  dare  not  presume  to  defer  complying  with 
it.  I  shall,  however,  request  Mr.  Edwards  to  do  it  in  a 
manner  that  will  give  the  least  offence. 

I  wish  Colonel  Francis  and  Colonel  Wolcott  were  imme- 
diately ordered  up  to  attend  the  conference  at  the  German 
Flats  on  the  15th  instant,  as  I  propose  going  to  Crown  Point 
to-morrow,  having,  upon  further  consultation  with  General 
Gates  and  General  Arnold  since  writing  the  foregoing,  de- 
termined upon  it ;  and  this  journey  may  detain  me  so  long 
as  to  prevent  my  attendance,  in  which  case  there  will  be 
only  two  Commissioners  present. 

1  am,  dear  General,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  hum- 

"«^^^^^"''  Ph.Schuvleh. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Isle-aux-Noix,  June  24,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  Before  this  comes  to  hand,  you  will 
have  received  mine  by  General  Arnold,  acquainting  you  with 
our  retreat  to  this  place.  Your  favour  of  the  17th  instant,  en- 
closing his  Excellency's  letter,  came  to  hand  this  evening. 

I  am  much  obliged  for  the  powers  you  have  been  pleased 
to  delegate  to  me,  of  which  I  shall  make  a  proper  use  against 
the  persons  you  mention,  provided  their  crime  turns  out  as 
I  apprehend  ;  they  are  now  under  trial,  and  1  trust  the  re- 
sult will  be  known  to-morrow.  This  cowardly  affair,  to- 
gether with  the  want  of  discipline,  and  that  infernal  disorder 
the  small-pox,  has  ruined  our  Army.  Believe  me,  dear 
General,  that  when  I  ordered  the  sick  people  from  hence 
to  Crown  Point,  many  regiments  were  obliged  to  apply  for 
men  to  be  drafted  from  other  regiments  to  row  them  away, 
they  not  having  well  men  enough  for  that  purpose.  Those 
that  remain  here,  owing  to  their  fatigue  and  want  of  fresh 
provisions,  are  daily  dropping  off,  like  the  Israelites  before  the 
destroying  angel.  The  officers,  to  a  man,  are  daily  calling 
aloud  to  go  on  to  Crown  Point,  to  fortify  there,  and  recruit 
the  Army.     I  am,  for  my  own  part,  now  convinced  that 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi. 


this  step  must  be  taken,  or  the  Army  will  be  lost,  not  by 
the  enemy,  but  by  sickness. 

I  have  this  day  viewed  Windmill  Point  and  Point-au- 
Fer,  and  think  that  garrisons  at  either  or  both  those  places 
would  be  useless,  the  former  being  a  low  sunken  piece  of 
ground,  and  the  river  so  wide  that  cannon  cannot  com- 
mand it.  The  latter  is  three  miles  from  this  point,  and  there 
the  river  is  still  wider.  So  if  garrisons  were  at  these  places, 
the  enemy  might  pass,  either  by  water  or  land,  without  re- 
garding tliem.  I  had  four  boats  in  company  with  me  on 
my  return,  two  of  which  dropped  astern,  and  the  people 
went  on  shore.  1  heard  a  firing  about  two  or  three  miles 
astern,  but  could  not  guess  what  it  was.  I  have  since  learned 
that  the  people  were  attacked  by  the  Indians,  and  their  bat- 
teaus  taken.  I  cannot  give  full  credence  to  this  at  present, 
as  1  think  the  firing  must  have  been  further  off.  However, 
as  the  batteaus  have  not  yet  arrived,  I  have  sent  a  party 
after  them,  and  shall  soon  know  the  truth  of  this  report. 

This  afternoon,  before  my  return,  a  party  of  officers  and 
men,  who  had  carelessly  ventured  to  a  French  house,  about 
half  a  mile  below  this  island,  without  their  arms,  were  at- 
tacked by  a  party  o(  Indians  and  two  Canadians,  who  killed 
and  took  seven  officers  and  four  or  five  privates.  We  find 
these  fellows  have  lined  our  shores  to  watch  our  batteaus.  I 
shall  take  care  to  guard  them  well,  and  am  now  sending  off 
a  strong  party  of  Riflemen  to  scourge  the  rascals  for  their  in- 
solence. Colonel  Wayne,  with  a  party,  followed  those  who 
attacked  and  killed  the  officers,  but  could  not  overtake  them. 
He  recovered  the  batteaus  and  five  dead  bodies,  scalped  and 
mangled  in  a  shocking  manner.  I  shall  give  you  the  par- 
ticulars as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  with  certainty. 

Dear  General,  believe  me  to  be,  with  much  respect  and 
esteem,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Sullivan. 
To  the  Hon.  Major-General  Schuyler. 

Albany,  June  30,  1776. 
In  a  conversation  with  General  Gates,  in  the  presence  of 
Walter  Livingston,  Esq.,  General  Gates  observed  that  Mr. 
Lewis  had  intimated  to  him,  as  what  he  had  from  Colonel 
Trumbull,  that  he  might  as  well  return  to  New-  York,  as 
General  Gates  could  not  provide  for  him  agreeable  to  expect- 
ation, because  the  Army  having  quitted  Canada,  it  was  now 
under  the  command  of  General  Schuyler.  General  Gates 
declared  that  Colonel  Campbell  being  ordered  to  Congress  to 
settle  his  accounts,  he  should  appoint  Mr.  Lewis  as  Deputy 
Quartermaster-General.  General  Schuyler  answered,  that 
if  Colonel  Campbell  quitted  the  department,  he  should  wil- 
lingly appoint  any  person  General  Gates  thought  proper ; 
that  the  Army  being  now  out  of  Canada,  he  conceived  that 
it  was  under  his  coinmand,  and  he  could  suffer  no  appoint- 
ment to  be  made  by  General  Gates.  General  Gates  con- 
ceived the  contrary  ;  upon  which  General  Schuyler  observed 
that  he  meant  to  be  clear  and  explicit  on  a  point  of  such 
importance,  and  declared  that  he  conceived  the  Army  to  be 
altogether  under  his  command  when  on  this  side  of  Canada, 
subject,  however,  to  the  control  of  General  Washington; 
that,  in  his  absence.  General  Gates  commanded  the  Army 
in  the  same  manner  as  General  Sullivan  did  now,  and  only 
as  eldest  officer,  who  acknowledged  that  General  Schuyler's 
commands  were  binding  on  him,  which  he  instanced  in  Gene- 
ral Sullivan's  last  letter,  and  pointedly  observed  that  if  he  was 
with  the  Army,  (which  he  always  would  be,  when  his  health 
or  other  indispensable  publick  business  did  not  call  him  from 
it,)  and  ordered  it  to  remove  from  one  place  to  another,  he 
should  expect  to  be  obeyed ;  that,  upon  any  sudden  emer- 
gency, the  officer  with,  and  commanding  the  Army,  had  a 
right  to  exercise  his  judgment,  and  take  measures  accord- 
ingly, for  which  he  was,  however,  obnoxious  to  the  censure 
or  praise  of  the  commander  of  the  department ;  that  if 
Congress  meant  that  General  Gates  should  command  the 
Army  in  this  department,  and  would  resolve  so,  that  he 
should  most  readily  acquiesce,  but  that  they  could  not  after 
that  imagine  he  would  remain  in  it ;  that  they  had  certainly 
a  right  to  make  what  arrangements  they  thought  proper ; 
that  he  was  a  creature  of  theirs,  and  they  had  a  right  to  move 
him  wherever  they  pleased,  but  they  could  not  put  him  un- 
der the  command  of  a  younger  officer,  nor  oblige  him  to  be 
a  suicide,  and  stab  his  own  honour ;  that  he  frankly  confessed 
General  Gates's  superior  military  qualifications  ;  that  he 
would  always  advise  with  him  and  his  other  brother  Gene- 
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rals  ;  and  that  if  he  were  superseded,  it  would  give  him  great 
pleasure  to  be  supci'seded  by  a  gentleman  of  General  Gates's 
character  and  reputation. 

Both  General  Gates  and  General  Schuyhr  declared  they 
would  lay  the  matter  before  Congress,  to  prevent  any  evil 
consequences  from  a  disputed  command  in  a  critical  moment ; 
that,  for  the  present,  they  would  co-operate,  that  no  evil 
might  result  to  the  service,  and  that  eacli  should  write  to 
Congress  to  determine  the  matter. 

General  Gates,  having  read  this  and  General  Schuyler's 
letter  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  agreed  that 
the  matter  was  fairly  and  fully  stated,  and  therefore  declined 
writing. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Albany,  July  1,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  yesterday  honoured  with  youre  of  the 
28th,  and  have  detained  the  express,  as  I  expected  some 
accounts  from  the  northward,  but  have  received  none. 

General  Gates,  General  Arnold,  and  I,  set  out  to-morrow 
morning  for  the  Army.  We  suppose  we  shall  meet  it  at 
Croion  Point,  as  General  Sullivan,  in  his  last  to  me,  gave 
reasons  to  believe  that  he  would  immediately  remove  from 
Isle-aux-Noix.  I  am  very  far,  my  dear  sir,  from  desponding, 
although  so  many  untoward  circumstances  have  arisen  to  the 
northward,  as  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  will  be  able  to  pene- 
trate into  the  more  inhabited  parts  of  the  Colonies,  especially 
if  the  Militia  which  is  ordered  to  join  us  should  soon  arrive, 
which  1  sincerely  hope  they  will.  I  have  given  a  plan  to 
the  Committee  of  this  County  to  enable  them  to  draw  forth 
the  Militia  on  the  shortest  notice,  and  I  believe  it  will  be 
adopted.  Your  Colony  cannot  want  it,  as  your  Militia  is 
already  properly  regulated.  Would  it  not,  however,  be 
prudent  to  give  a  standing  order  to  the  Militia  to  march  as 
soon  as  they  should  be  certainly  informed  of  an  intended 
attack,  without  waiting  for  further  orders  ? 

It  is  a  melancholy  reflection  that  there  are  so  many  of 
the  eastern  people  who  have  not  had  the  small-pox.  We 
propose  to  dispose  of  all  such  as  not  to  have  any  intercourse 
with  that  part  of  the  Army  now  infected  with  that  disorder, 
unless  upon  the  most  pressing  occasion,  which  can  only  hap- 
pen if  we  should  be  threatened  with  an  immediate  attack  by 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy. 


Four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. — Just  now  received  a  letter 
from  General  Washington,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, which  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit  you.  I  am 
apprehensive  that  the  Stockbridge  Indians  will  take  umbrage 
at  it,  and  have  desired  Mr.  Edwards  to  broach  the  matter 
in  the  least  exceptionable  terms,  so  as  to  give  as  little  offence 
as  possible. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  truth,  your  Honour's  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 


Philip  Schuyler. 


To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq. 


Militia  from  the  different  Colonies  ordered  to  levy  them. 
Those  from  this  are  nearly  all  marched.  We  shall  take 
such  measures  as  will  have  the  most  probable  tendency  to 
prevent  the  small-pox  from  infecting  these  men  ;  and  we 
hope  to  succeed,  provided  that  the  men  will  strictly  abide 
by  the  orders  that  will  be  issued. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

'  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  the  Honourable  Meshech  Weare,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Colony  of  New-llanvpshire. 

GENERAL    SCHUYLEr's    RECEIPT    FOR    SPECIE. 

Received,  Albany,  July  1, 1776,  from  Benjamin  Giles  and 
James  Betton,  Esquires,  in  specie,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty-seven  pounds  one  shilling,  lawful  mo- 
ney of  Netv- England,  equal  to  three  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-three  dollars  and  a  half,  it  being  money  sent 
by  the  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire  by  said 
Benjamin  Giles  and  James  Betton,  Esquires,  to  be  lodged  in 
my  hands  for  the  use  of  the  Army  of  the  United  American 
Colonies ;  which  sum  I  am  accountable  for  to  this  or  any 
future  Congress,  and  for  which  I  have  given  duplicate  re- 
ceipts of  this  tenour  and  date. 

Philip  Schuyler,  M.  General. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  MESHECH  WEARE. 

Albany,  July  1, 1776. 
Sir:  1  am  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo 
by  Benjamin  Giles,  Esq.,  who  delivered  me  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty-seven  pounds  one  shilling  lawful, 
equal  to  three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three  dol- 
lars and  a  half  in  specie,  for  which  I  have  passed  dupli- 
cate receipts.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  the  necessity  of 
any  further  supply  of  hard  money  seems  to  be  unhappily 
superseded  by  our  troops  evacuating  Canada.  I  do  not 
mean  this,  however,  as  an  opinion  that  no  more  ought  to  be 
sent,  as  Congress  may  have  views  which  I  am  unacquainted 
with. 

By  a  letter  from  General  Sullivan,  of  the  24th  ultimo,  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  our  Army  is  now'  on  its  way  to 
Crown  Point.  I  leave  this  to-morrow  in  order  to  join  it. 
Every  exertion  must  be  made  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
crossing  Lake  Champlain,  and  I  have  a  confident  hope  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  retard  their  progress  by  a  superior  naval 
force,  which  is  daily  increasing,  insomuch  that  we  have  al- 
ready built  and  equipped  two  gondolas,  and  I  hope  to  have 
two  more  every  week  for  a  succession  of  at  least  five  or  six 
weeks. 

We  wish  much  to  have  the  expected  reinforcement  of 


COLONEL  BELLOWS  TO  THE  NEW-HAMPSHIRE  COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

Walpole,  July  1,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Being  apprehensive  that  the  inhabitants  of 
this  part  of  the  globe  may  ere  long  be  called  to  face  the 
common  enemy  in  the  field,  or  to  defend  our  possessions,  our 
wives  and  children,  from  the  cruelty  and  barbarity  of  the 
skulking  savages,  in  order  whereto  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  we  should  be  furnished  with  arms  and  ammunition : 
wherefore  I  take  this  opportunity  to  lay  before  you  the  state 
and  condition  of  the  regiment  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
command  in  regard  of  their  military  accoutrements,  that,  if 
possible,  you  may  furnish  us  with  the  necessary  means  of 
defence.  The  number  of  training  soldiers  I  am  not  able  to 
ascertain,  not  having  received  the  proper  returns.  Certain 
I  am  there  is  not  less  than  five  or  six  hundred,  the  half  of 
whom  cannot  collect  one  ounce  of  powder  or  ball,  and,  it  is 
highly  probable,  not  a  single  fire-lock  fit  for  use.  Would, 
therefore,  beseech  you,  if  possible,  to  put  the  bearers  hereof 
in  a  way  to  procure  the  above-mentioned  articles,  more  es- 
pecially ammunition,  for  there  are  many  who  have  good 
arms  but  not  ammunition  ;  and  unless  we  can  be  some  way 
equipped,  we  must  (should  the  enemy  be  permitted  to  come 
down  upon  us)  quit  our  possessions  and  resort  to  you,  which 
would  be  very  disagreeable  to  your  humble  servant, 

Benj.  Bellows,  Jun.,  Col.  \Qth  Regt. 
Militia,  Colony  of  New-Hampshire. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of 
New-Hampshire. 


CAPTAIN    HARDING   TO   GOVERNOUR   tRUMBULL. 

Boston,  July  1,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir  :  I  now  enclose  for  your  Honour's  penisal 
an  inventory  of  as  much  of  the  cargoes  of  the  ships  Lord 
Howe,  George,  and  brigantine  Annabella,  as  have  come  to 
hand.  Neither  of  the  vessels  are  yet  unloaded ;  there  are 
some  coals  and  a  few  other  articles  in  each.  The  prize 
brigantine,  Annabella,  remains  on  the  rocks.  We  hope  we 
shall  be  able  to  get  her  off  in  the  spring-tides. 

1  expected  to  have  received  your  Honour's  orders  about 
returning  to  Neiv-London,  as  I  believe  the  prospect  of  taking 
anymore  prizes  is  over.  There  have  been  ten  sail  men-of- 
war  and  transports  cruising  in  the  bay  for  some  days.  We 
suppose  them  to  be  the  last  of  the  Highland  fleet.  They 
disappeared  on  Friday  noon,  having,  we  suppose,  received 
intelligence  of  the  evacuation  of  Boston. 

Havinff  nothing  new  for  your  Honour's  detention,  1  remain 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Seth  Harding. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Lebanon,  in 
Connecticut. 
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EXTRACT    OF  A  LETTER  FROM  GENERAL   LEE  TO  PRESIDENT 
OF  CONGRESS,  DATED  CHARLESTOWN,  JULY  2,   1776. 

I  should  have  done  myself  the  honour  sooner  of  inform- 
ing the  Congress  of  the  attack  made  by  the  enemy's  squad- 
ron on  (Sullivan's  Island,  and  their  repulse,  but  conjectured 
that,  by  waiting  a  day  or  two,  I  might  probably  be  furnished 
with  the  means  of  sending  a  more  minute,  full,  and  satisfac- 
tory account. 

My  conjecture  was  right;  for  yesterday  five  seamen 
made  their  escape,  one  of  whom  is  a  more  intelligent  fellow 
than  is  commonly  found  amongst  men  of  his  level.  En- 
closed is  a  copy  of  their  Narrative.  I  may  venture  to 
congratulate  Congress  on  the  event.  Not  only  the  advan- 
tage must  be  considerable,  but  the  affair  reflects  no  small 
credit  to  the  American  arms. 

On  Friday,  about  eleven  o'clock,  the  Commodore,  (Sir 
Peter  Parker,)  with  his  whole  squadron,  consisting  of  two 
line-of-battle  ships  and  six  frigates,  the  rates  of  which  are 
marked  in  the  enclosed  Narrative,  anchored  at  less  than 
half  musket-shot  from  the  fort,  and  commenced  one  of  the 
most  furious  and  incessant  fires  1  ever  saw  or  heard.  It 
was  manifestly  their  plan  to  land,  at  the  same  time,  their 
whole  Regulars  at.  the  east  end  of  the  Island,  and  of  course 
invest  the  fort  by  land  and  sea.  As  the  garrison  was  com- 
posed entirely  of  raw  troops,  both  officers  and  men,  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  cross  over  to  the  Island  to  encourage  the  gar- 
rison by  my  presence.  But  I  might  have  saved  myself  that 
trouble,  for  1  found,  on  my  arrival,  they  had  no  occasion  for 
any  sort  of  encouragement.  I  found  them  determined  and 
cool  to  the  last  degree ;  their  behaviour  would,  in  fact,  have 
done  honour  to  the  oldest  troops. 

I  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  to  the  Congress  the  commanding  ofBcer,  Colonel 
Moultrie,  and  his  whole  garrison,  as  brave  soldiers  and 
excellent  citizens.  Nor  must  I  omit,  at  the  same  time, 
mentioning  Colonel  Thompson,  who,  with  the  South-  Caro- 
lina Rangers  and  a  detachment  of  the  North-Carolina 
Regulars,  repulsed  the  enemy  in  two  several  attempts  to 
make  a  lodgment  at  the  extremity  of  the  Island. 

Our  loss,  considering  the  heat  and  duration  of  the  fire, 
was  inconsiderable.  We  had  only  ten  men  killed  on  the 
spot,  and  twenty-two  wounded,  seven  of  whom  lost  their 
limbs.  But  with  their  limbs  they  did  not  lose  their  spirits ; 
for  they  enthusiastically  encouraged  their  comrades  never 
to  abandon  the  standard  of  liberty  and  their  country.  This, 
I  do  assure  you,  is  not  in  the  style  of  gasconading  romance 
usual  after  every  successful  action,  but  literally  a  fact.  I 
with  great  pleasure  mention  the  circumstance,  as  it  augurs 
well  to  the  cause  of  freedom.  At  eleven  the  fire  ceased, 
having  continued  just  twelve  hours  without  the  least  inter- 
mission. 


Narrative,  by  Thomas  Bennet,  of  Colonel  Danielson's 
Massachusetts  Regiment;  Daniel  Hawkins,  0/ Bos- 
ton ;  Robert  Scott  and  Edmund  Allston,  of  New- 
Hampshire  ;  and  James  Scott,  of  Virginia,  deserters 
from  the  Fleet  which  attacked  and  were  beaten  off  by  the 
Fort  at  Sullivan's  Island,  Friday,  28th  June,  1776. 
They  are  all  Americans,  and  had  been  taken  by  the 
enemy  at  sea — Bennet,  Hawkins,  and  Scott,  in  the  sloop 
Sally ;  Scott  and  Allston  in  the  brigantine  Friendship. 

The  Bristol,  of  fifty  guns,  commanded  by  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  greatly  damaged  in  her  hull,  large  knees  and  tim- 
bers shot  through  and  smashed.  If  the  water  had  not  been 
very  smooth,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  kept 
her  from  sinking.  AH  the  carpenters  in  the  fleet  had  been 
called  to  her  assistance ;  mizzenmast  shot  away,  mainmast 
badly  wounded  by  three  several  shot,  foremast  by  two,  rin- 
ging, sails  and  yards  much  injured. 

The  Captain  of  the  Commodore  lost  his  left  arm  above 
the  elbow.  He  was  sent  yesterday  (.30th  of  June)  to  Eng- 
land in  a  brigantine.  The  Commodore's  breeches  torn  off, 
his  backside  laid  bare,  his  thigh  and  knee  wounded,  and  he 
walks  only  when  supported  by  two  men.  Forty-four  men 
killed  and  thirty  wounded ;  among  whom  were  many  Mid- 
shipmen and  petty  officers.  Twenty  of  the  wounded  dead 
since  the  action.  Talked  in  the  fleet  that  the  two  large 
ships  would  go  over  the  bar  again,  and  proceed  to  English 
harbour  in  Antigua,  to  be  repaired. 

The  Bristol,  when  lightened  as  much  as  possible,  draws 


eighteen  feet  water.  Experiment,  of  fifty  guns  on  two 
decks,  all  twelve-pounders,  a  slighter  built  vessel  than  the 
Bristol,  exceedingly  damaged  in  her  hull ;  several  ports 
beat  into  one,  her  mizzenmast  hurt,  but  uncertain  of  parti- 
culars. Killed  fifty-seven,  of  whom  the  Captain  was  one; 
wounded  thirty,  several  since  dead.  Draws,  when  lightest, 
seventeen  feet  water.  The  general  opinion  is,  that  neither 
of  these  large  ships  will  go  safely  over  the  bar  again. 

Solebay,  twenty-eight  guns,  two  men  killed,  four  wounded ; 
Active,  twenty-eight  guns, Lieutenant  killed,  four  wounded; 
Acteon  twenty-eight.  Sphinx  twenty.  Syren  twenty-eight ; 
all  got  aground,  the  fii-st  in  coming  up,  the  two  latter  in 
running  away.  The  Sphinx  cut  away  her  bowsprit ;  the 
Syren  got  off.  Acteon,  by  the  assistance  of  a  friendly 
English  seaman,  remained  fast,  burnt  and  blown  up  by  her 
own  people.  While  she  was  on  fire,  Mr.  Millegen,  one  of 
our  marine  officers,  and  a  party  of  men,  boarded  her,  brought 
off  her  colours,  the  ship's  bell,  and  as  many  sails  and  stores 
as  their  boats  could  carry.  The  Thunder,  bomb,  lay  at  a 
considerable  distance,  throwing  shells  at  the  fort,  and  by 
overcharging  had  shattered  the  beds  and  damaged  the  ship 
so  much  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  her  to  go  into  dock 
before  she  can  act  again. 

The  Friendship,  a  hired  armed  vessel  of  twenty-six  guns, 
of  various  sizes,  covered  the  bomb,  as  did  the  Syren,  who 
also  fired  very  briskly  at  the  fort  recochet  shots.  The 
whole  fleet  badly  manned  and  sickly,  particularly  the  Sy- 
ren's crew,  at  two-thirds  short  allowance  of  provisions  and 
water.  They  have  had  no  fresh  meat  since  their  arrival 
(the  1st  of  June.) 

Lord  William  Campbell  had  been  very  ankious  for  the 
attack,  and  proposed  to  take  all  the  forts  with  only  the 
Syren  and  Solebay.  Lord  Comwallis  has  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  forces  by  land.  He  and  General  Clinton  are 
both  ashore  with  the  troops  at  Long-Island.  His  Lordship 
some  time  ago  had  urged  Sir  Peter  Parker  to  attack  on  the 
sea-side,  otherwise  he  would  march  up,  attack  and  take 
the  fort,  and  complain  of  Sir  Peter's  tardiness.  The  Com- 
modore replied,  Ijord  Comwallis  might  march  his  troops 
when  he  pleased,  but  the  fleet  required  fair  wind ;  the  first 
that  happened,  he  would  proceed  against  the  fort.  The 
General  at  that  time  believed  we  had  no  troops  out  of  gar- 
rison ;  but  he  was  soon  better  informed,  being  since  repulsed 
and  driven  back,  with  loss.  He  remained  quiet,  and  left  the 
Commodore  to  enjoy  the  glory  of  being  defeated  alone. 
This  must  have  been  a  mistake,  from  Lord  Comwallis's 
having  the  command  when  the  fleet  left  Cork,  in  Ireland. 
The  negro  pilot,  (Sampson,)  who  is  exceedingly  caressed, 
was  on  board  the  Commodore,  and  put  down  with  the 
Doctor,  out  of  harm's  way.  Wlien  the  fleet  left  Cork,  the 
number  of  troops  was  about  four  thousand  ;  but  eleven  trans- 
ports had  been  separated  from  the  rest,  and  not  since  heard 
of.  The  former  deserters  from  on  board  the  Ranger  sloop, 
who  had  seen  all  the  land  forces,  said  the  amount  was  from 
thirteen  hundred  to  two  thousand,  at  most.  Between  nine 
and  ten  o'clock  the  night  of  the  action  the  Commodore 
and  other  ships  began  to  steal  away — they  made  no  piping, 
nor  waited  to  heave  up  their  anchors,  but  slipped  their  cables. 
The  Commodore  has  only  one  anchor  and  cable  left. 

About  two  o'clock  on  Friday,  when  the  fort  was  waiting 
for  supply  of  powder,  some  of  the  men-of-war's  men  mistaking 
the  unavoidable  silence  for  surrender,  cried  out.  The  Yan- 
kees had  done  fighting.  Others  replied.  By  God  we  are 
glad  of  it ;  for  we  never  had  such  a  drubbing  in  our  lives ; 
we  had  been  told  the  Yankees  would  not  stand  two  fires, 
but  we  never  saw  better  fellows.  All  the  common  men 
spoke  loudly  in  praise  of  the  garrison — Brave,  fine  fellows. 
The  seamen,  in  general,  are  desirous  of  getting  on  shore  to 
join  the  Americans. 

One  McNeil,  a  deserter  from  Colonel  Gadsden's  Regi- 
ment, had  informed  the  Commodore  that  before  he  left 
Fort  Johnston,  he  had  spiked  up  all  the  cannon,  and  that 
the  fort  might  easily  be  taken.  A  report  in  the  fleet  that  no 
quarters  would  be  given  to  the  Americans,  and  that  five  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  had  been  offered  for  General  Lee. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  CHARLESTOWN,  SOUTH-CARO- 
LINA, DATED   JULY  2,   1776. 

On  Tuesday  the  4th  ultimo,  the  British  fleet,  consisting 
of  ten  ships  of  war  and  thirty  transports,  appeared  off  our. 
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bar.  So  formidable  an  armament  would  have  alarmed  us, 
had  we  not  been  conscious  of  the  justice  of  our  cause  ;  but 
trusting  that  the  Almighty  would  support  and  protect  us  in 
this  glorious  struggle  for  liberty,  the  most  righteous  of  all 
contests,  we  were  resolved  to  make  the  most  vigorous  oppo- 
sition in  our  power.  We  had  information  two  days  before 
that  they  were  in  at  BuWs,  so  thaf  their  arrival  was  not 
altogether  unexpected.  As  we  were  ignorant  of  the  mode 
of  attack  intended  by  the  enemy,  General  ^rms^ron^  order- 
ed some  breastworks  to  be  thrown  up  at  such  places  as  he 
thoutfht  they  would  most  probably  attempt  to  land,  little 
thinking  they  would  bend  their  whole  force  against  Sullivan's 
Island  fort.  So  great  a  number  of  vessels,  as  you  may  sup- 
pose, could  not  get  over  the  bar  immediately,  nor  did  they 
until  Sunday,  the  9th,  on  which  day  Generals  Howe  and 
Lee  arrived  here.  Lee  immediately  saw  the  defenceless 
state  our  town  was  in,  and  the  impossibility  of  keeping  it,  if 
attacked  in  such  a  situation.  He  accordingly  the  next  day 
drew  up  all  the  men  in  town,  in  number  about  one  thousand, 
told  them  the  absolute  necessity  of  some  breastworks  being 
thrown  up  round  the  town,  pulling  down  the  houses  on  the 
wharves,  he.  The  people  expressed  the  greatest  alacrity 
in  doing  it  immediately — old  and  young,  high  and  low,  rich 
and  poor,  white  and  black,  one  with  another,  set  about  the 
work,  and  for  several  days  were  constantly  employed  in 
making  such  preparations  for  a  defence  of  the  town  as  were 
thought  necessary,  the  enemy  all  the  while  lying  within 
twelve  miles  of  the  town.  On  the  10th,  their  last  and  largest 
vessel,  the  Bristol,  of  fifty  guns,  came  over  the  bar,  having 
previously  taken  out  all  her  guns  and  stores,  and  that  night 
a  very  smart  gale  of  wind  came  on,  which  lasted  two  days, 
and  drove  oft'  the  vessel  that  had  her  stores  on  board,  who 
never  could  beat  up  again  till  Tuesday,  the  25th,  when  she 
and  the  Experiment  (another  fifty-gun  ship)  appeared  off"  the 
bar,  and  both  came  over  the  next  day.  During  the  interval, 
the  enemy  landed  their  troops,  in  number  about  two  thousand 
effective  men,  on  Long-Island,  which  is  at  the  back  of  Sul- 
livan's, with  intent,  we  supposed,  either  to  attack  us  in  front 
and  rear  at  the  same  time,  (which  certainly  was  a  very  good 
plan,  if  they  could  have  effected  it,)  or  to  land  on  the  main, 
get  possession  of  HaddreWs  Point,  and  by  that  means  cut 
off  the  retreat  from  Sullivan's,  if  they  silenced  the  fort ;  and 
on  Friday  last,  the  28th,  they  convinced  us  that  the  former 
was  their  scheme,  for  at  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  their  Bomb-ketch  began  to  play  on 
the  fort  at  Sullivan's,  to  divert  their  attention  while  the 
ships  advanced  to  make  their  attack,  and  at  half-past  eleven 
o'clock  the  following  ships  were  all  engaged :  the  Bristol, 
of  fifty  guns,  Experiment  fifty,  Solebay  twenty-eight,  Syren 
twenty-eight.  Active  thirty-six,  Acteon  thirty-six,  Sphinx 
twenty.  The  Sphinx  had  her  bowsprit  shot  away  the  first 
shot  that  was  fired  at  her,  which  sent  her  out  of  the  line  ; 
the  Acteon  was  driven  ashore  by  another  shot,  as  it  is  said  ; 
but  that  is  of  no  consequence,  for  she  could  not  be  got  off", 
and  the  next  morning  the  enemy  set  her  on  fire,  leaving  al- 
most all  her  stores  on  board,  some  of  which,  however,  we 
have  got,  and  shall  get  most  of  her  guns ;  the  ketch  was 
totally  disabled,  after  discharging  about  twenty  shells,  by 
one  bursting,  which  split  the  bed  of  the  mortar.  The  five 
first  vessels  continued  a  very  heavy  cannonade,  one  of  the 
most  fierce  ever  known,  without  ten  minutes'  intermission  in 
the  whole,  in  which,  by  the  most  moderate  calculation,  they 
could  not  have  fired  less  than  twelve  thousand  times,  till 
nine  o'clock  at  night,  when  they  ceased,  lying  the  whole 
time  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the  fort ;  and  about  three 
o'clock  next  morning  they  very  quietly  retired  to  their 
former  station.  The  Bristol  has  lost  her  mizzenmast,  and 
her  mainmast  is  also  much  disabled. 

Monday  morning,  five  sailore,  who  deserted  from  the 
Bristol,  gave  us  the  following  intelligence,  viz :  The  Com- 
modore was  wounded  in  the  breech ;  Captain  of  the  Bristol, 
his  arm  shot  off,  forty-four  men  killed,  and  thirty  wounded ; 
Experiment,  Captain  and  fifty-seven  men  killed,  and  thirty 
wounded  ;  Solebay,  three  or  four  killed  ;  they  can  say  noth- 
ing as  to  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  other  vessels.  The 
Captain  of  the  Bristol  sailed  for  England  on  Sunday,  to 
carry  them  the  good  news,  1  suppose.  Our  whole  loss  at 
the  fort  was  ten  killed,  three  of  whom  by  their  own  impru- 
dence, and  twenty-two  wounded.  The  fort  is  as  good  as 
ever  it  was.  The  conduct  of  Colonel  Moultrie,  his  officers 
and  men,  merits  the  highest  applause,  and  reflects  the  greatest 


honour  on  them.  Lee  was  present  almost  the  whole  fire, 
and  declares  both  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  greatest 
coolness  and  intrepidity;  they  behaved  as  well  as  ever  men 
did — as  well  as  men  could  do.  Unfortunately  for  us  nearly 
all  the  ammunition  at  the  fort  was  expended  by  three  o'clock, 
and  it  was  some  time  before  they  could  even  get  a  small 
supply  ;  if  we  had  had  double  the  quantity  there,  in  all  hu- 
man probability  neither  of  those  fifty-gun  ships  would  have 
got  off";  as  it  is,  the  Experiment  has  three  or  four  ports 
knocked  into  one,  and  is  otherwise  terribly  shattered.  It  is 
astonishing,  and  almost  incredible  to  think,  that  a  palmetto 
log  fort,  with  twelve  guns,  (those  were  all  they  could  bring 
to  bear  on  the  vessels,)  and  three  hundred  men,  should 
make  such  havock  with  so  formidable  a  fleet  of  British  ves- 
sels. At  the  time  of  attacking  the  fort,  their  troops  en- 
deavoured to  land  on  the  Island,  and  were  twice  repulsed 
by  Thompson's  Rangers,  about  three  hundred  men.  Be 
assured  the  foregoing  account  is  true  in  every  particular. 
There  are  many  other  circumstances  of  the  spirit  and  bravery 
of  individuals,  which  would  appear  still  more  incredible  for 
young  soldiers,  that  I  have  not  time  to  relate.  I  expect  in 
about  ten  days  we  shall  have  another  brush  with  them,  and 
doubt  not  but  through  the  Divine  favour  we  shall  be  equally 
successful.* 

•  WmTEHAtL,  (IjOndos,)  Atiffust  24,  1776. — Captain  Hope  arrived 
on  Wednesday  evening  last  from  South- Carolina,  willi  despatclies  from 
Commodore  Sir  Peter  Parker  and  Lieutenant-General  Clinton. — [^Ga- 
zette.] 

EXfHACT  OF  A  LETTER  moM  SIR  PKTEH  PAREEB  TO  MB.  STEPHENS, 
SECRETART  OF  TBE  ADMIHALTI,  DATED  WI THIS  CHARLESTOWS  BAR, 
JUII   9,   1776. 

It  having  been  judged  advisable  to  make  an  attempt  upon  Charlestoim 
in  South-Carolina,  ttie  fleet  sailed  from  Cape-Fear  on  ihe  1st  of  June, 
and  on  the  4th  anchored  off  Charlestown  Bar.  The  5th,  sounded  the 
bar,  and  laid  down  buoys  preparatory  to  the  intended  entrance  of  the 
harbour.  The  7th,  all  the  frigates  and  most  of  the  transports  got  over 
the  bar  into  Five-Fathom  Hole.  The  9th,  General  Clinton  landed  on 
Long-Island  with  about  four  or  five  hundred  men.  The  lOlh,  the  Jiria- 
tol  got  over  the  bar  with  some  difficulty.  The  15th  gave  the  Captains 
of  the  squadron  my  arrangement  for  the  attack  of  the  batteries  on  Sul- 
livan's Island,  and  the  next  day  acquainted  General  Clinton  that  the 
ships  were  ready.  The  General  fixed  on  the  23d  for  our  joint  attack, 
but  the  wind  proving  unfavourable  prevented  its  taking  effect.  The 
25th,  the  Ejcperiment  arrived,  and  the  next  day  came  over  the  bar,  when 
a  new  arrangement  was  made  for  the  attack ;  the  28th,  at  half  an  hour 
after  nine  in  the  morning,  informed  General  Clinton,  by  signal,  that  I 
should  go  on  to  the  attack.  At  half  an  hour  after  ten  made  the  signal  to 
weigh,  and  about  a  quarter  after  eleven  the  Bristol,  E,rperiment,  Active, 
and  Solebay,  brought  up  against  the  fort.  The  Thunder,  bomb,  covered 
by  the  Friendship  armed  vessel,  brought  the  angle  of  the  bastion  to  bear 
northwest  by  north,  and  Colonel  James  (who  has  ever  since  our  arrival 
been  anxious  to  give  the  best  assistance)  threw  several  shells  a  little  be- 
fore and  during  the  engagement,  in  very  good  direction.  The  Sphinx, 
Acteon,  and  Syren,  were  to  have  been  to  the  westward,  to  prevent  fire- 
ships  or  other  armed  vessels  from  annoying  the  ships  engaged  to  flank 
the  works,  and,  if  the  Rebels  should  be  driven  from  them,  to  cut  off  their 
retreat  if  possible.  This  last  service  was  not  performed,  owing  to  the 
ignorance  of  the  pilot,  who  ran  the  three  frigates  aground.  The  Sphinx 
and  Syren  got  off  in  a  few  hours,  but  the  Acteon  remained  fast  till  the 
next  morning,  when  the  Captain  and  officers  thought  proper  to  scuttle 
and  set  her  on  fire.  I  ordered  a  Court-Martial  on  the  Captain,  officers, 
and  company,  and  they  have  been  honourably  acquitted.  Captain  Hope 
made  his  armed  ship  as  useful  as  he  could  on  this  occasion,  and  he  merits 
everything  that  can  be  said  in  his  favour.  During  the  time  of  our  being 
abreast  of  the  fort,  which  was  near  ten  hours,  a  brisk  firing  was  kept  up 
by  the  ships,  with  intervals,  and  we  had  the  satisfaction,  after  being 
engaged  two  hours,  to  oblige  the  Rebels  to  slacken  their  fire  very  much. 
We  drove  large  parties  several  times  out  of  the  fort,  which  were  re- 
placed by  others  from  the  main.  About  half  an  hour  after  three,  a  con- 
siderable reinforcement  from  J\Iount-J'leasant  hung  a  man  on  a  tree  at 
the  back  of  the  fort ;  and  we  imagine  that  the  same  party  ran  away  about 
an  hour  after,  for  the  fort  was  then  totally  silenced,  and  evacuated  for 
near  one  hour  and  a  half;  but  the  Rebels,  finding  that  our  Army  could 
not  take  possession,  about  six  o'clock  a  considerable  body  of  people  re- 
entered the  fort,  and  renewed  the  firing  from  two  or  three  guns,  the  rest 
being,  I  suppose,  dismounted.  About  nine  o'clock,  it  being  very  dark,  part 
of  our  ammunition  expended,  the  people  fatigued,  the  tide  of  ebb  almost 
done,  no  jirospect  from  the  eastward,  and  no  possibility  of  our  being  of 
any  further  service,  I  ordered  the  ships  to  withdraw  to  their  former  moor- 
ings. Their  Lordships  will  see  plainly  by  this  account,  that  if  the  troops 
could  have  co-operated  on  this  attack,  his  Majesty  would  have  been  in 
possession  of  .Sullivan's  Island.  But  I  must  beg  leave  to  be  fully  un- 
derstood, lest  it  should  be  imagined  that  I  mean  to  throw  the  most  distant 
reflection  on  our  Army.  I  should  not  discharge  my  conscience  were  I 
not  to  acknowledge  that  such  was  my  opinion  of  his  Majesty's  troops, 
from  the  General  down  to  the  private  soldier,  that  after  I  had  been  en- 
gaged some  hours,  and  perceived  the  troops  had  not  got  a  footing  on  the 
north  end  of  Sullivan's  Island,  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  landing 
was  impracticable,  and  that  the  attempt  would  have  been  the  destruction 
of  many  brave  men,  without  the  least  probability  of  success ;  and  this,  I 
am  certain,  will  appear  to  be  the  case  when  General  Clinton  represents 
his  situation.  The  Bristol  had  forty  men  killed  and  seventy-one  wound- 
ed; the  Experiment  twenty-three  killed  and  fifty-six  wounded,  and 
both  of  them  suffered  much  in  their  hulls,  masts,  and  rigging ;  the  Active 
had  Lieutenant  Pike  killed,  and  six  men  wounded,  and  the  Solebay  had 
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THOMAS    ENNALLS    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Cambridge,  July  2, 1776. 

Gentlemen  :  On  Saturday,  the  29th  ultuiio,  I  received 
information,  by  express,  from  Colonel  William  Travnrs,  (of 
the  corps  of  the  lower  part  of  this  County,)  that  there  were 
five  tenders  then  in  Hoojjcr's  Straits  ;  that  they  had  landed 
on  Hopkins's  Island,  and  had  taken  upwards  of  sixty  head 
of  cattle  from  that  place,  together  with  two  young  men,  and 
everything  else  that  was  valuable  on  the  Island  ;  that  they 
had  committed  considerable  depredations  on  the  Somerset 
shore,  and  thrown  that  County  into  the  utmost  confusion  ; 
and  he  expected  they  would  commit  further  ravages  in  this 
County.  In  consequence  of  this  information,  I  ordered  Co- 
lonel John  Ennalls  and  Major  Robert  Harrison  to  go  down 
to  that  neighbourhood  (it  being  forty  miles  from  this  place) 
to  get  further  information  respecting  these  circumstances,  and 
to  take  such  steps  as  should  appear  to  them  to  be  neces- 
sary on  the  occasion.  They  immediately  went  down  ;  and 
I  am  informed  by  them  that  on  their  arrival  there  they  found 
affairs  circumstanced  as  above  related.  The  tenders  had 
gone  down  the  bay  with  their  plunder  a  few  hours  before 
they  arrived ;  but  the  Militia  of  that  corps  were  still  upon 
duty  ;  many  of  them  being  much  fatigued  and  anxious  to  go 
home,  they  were  all  discharged,  except  about  forty  who  were 
left  to  keep  a  look-out. 

In  the  evening  of  that  day  there  appeared  in  I^anticolce 
Sound  one  large  ship,  and  seven  other  vessels  supposed  to 

eight  men  wounded.  Not  one  man  who  was  quartered  at  the  beginning 
of  the  action  on  the  Bristol's  quarter  deck,  escaped  being  killed  or  wound- 
ed. Captain  Atoms  lost  his  right  arm,  and  received  other  wounds,  and 
is  since  dead ;  the  master  is  wounded  in  his  right  arm,  but  will  recover 
the  use  of  it.  I  received  several  contusions  at  different  times,  but  as 
none  of  them  are  on  any  part  where  the  least  danger  can  be  apprehend- 
ed, they  are  not  worth  mentioning.  Lieutenants  Caulfield,  Molloy,  and 
J^'ugent,  were  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Bristol  in  the  actiop;  they  be- 
haved so  remarkably  well  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  to  whom  the  prefer- 
ence is  due,  and  so  indeed  I  may  say  of  all  the  petty  officers,  ship's  com- 
pany, and  volunteers.  At  the  head  of  the  latter  I  must  place  Lord  Wil- 
liam Campbell,  who  was  so  condescending  as  to  accept  of  the  direction 
of  some  guns  on  the  lower  gun-deck.  His  Lordship  received  a  contu- 
sion on  his  left  side ;  but  I  have  the  happiness  to  inform  their  Lordships 
that  it  has  not  proved  of  much  consequence.  Captain  Scott,  of  the  Ex- 
periment, lost  his  left  arm,  and  is  otherwise  so  much  woimded  that  I 
fear  he  will  not  recover. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  remarking,  that  when  itj|was 
known  that  we  had  many  men  too  weak  to  come  to  quarters,  almost  all 
the  seamen  belonging  to  the  transports  offered  their  service  with  a  truly 
British  spirit,  and  a  just  sense  of  the  cause  we  are  engaged  in.  I  ac- 
cepted of  upwards  of  fifty  to  supply  the  place  of  our  sick.  The  masters 
of  many  of  the  transports  attended  with  their  boats,  but  particular  thanks 
are  due  to  Mr.  Chambers,  the  master  of  the  Mercury. 

All  the  regiments  will  be  embarked  in  a  few  days.  The  first  brigade, 
consisting  of  four  regiments,  will  sail  in  a  day  or  two  under  convoy  for 
JVe-a-York  ;  and  the  Bristol  and  Experiment  will,  I  hope,  soon  follow 
with  the  remainder. 

Sir  Peter  Parker's  squadron  consisted  of  the  following  Ships  and 
Vessels :  the  Bristol,  fifty  guns.  Sir  Peter  Parker  Commodore,  John 
Morris  Captain ;  Experiment,  fifty,  Alexander  Scott ;  Active,  twenty- 
eight.  William  Williams  ;  Solebay,  twenty-eight,  Thomas  Symonds  ; 
Acteon,  twenty -eight,  Christopher  Atkins;  Syren,  twenty-eight,  Tobias 
Fumeanx;  Sphinx,  twenty,  Anthony  Hunt;  Friendship,  armed  vessel, 
twenty-two,  Charles  Hope;  Hanger,  sloop,  eight,  Roger  Wills;  Thun- 
der, (bomb,)  eight,  James  Held;  Saint  lAi-wrence,Bchooaer, 

Lieutenant  John  Graves. 

WujTKHXhT.,  August  24. — It  appears  by  Lieutenant-Greneral  Clinton's 
letters  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  dated  JuIyS,  1776,  from  the  Camp  on 
J.ong-Island,  Province  of  South- Carolina,  that  Sir  Peter  Parker  and 
the  General  having  received  intelligence  that  the  fortress  erected  by  the 
Rebels  on  Sullivan's  Island  (the  key  to  Charlestown  harbour)  was  in 
an  imperfect  and  unfinished  stale,  resolved  to  attempt  the  reduction 
thereof  by  a  coupe  de  main,  and  that,  in  order  that  the  Army  might  co- 
operate with  the  fleet,  the  General  landed  his  troops  on  Long-Island, 
which  had  been  represented  to  him  as  communicating  with  Sullivan's 
Island  by  a  ford  passable  at  low-water ;  but  that  he,  to  his  very  great 
mortification,  found  the  channel,  which  was  reported  to  be  eighteen 
inches  deep  at  low  water,  to  be  seven  feet  deep,  which  circumstance  ren- 
dered it  impossible  for  the  Army  to  give  that  assistance  to  the  fleet  in  the 
attack  made  upon  the  fortress  that  the  General  intended,  and  which  he, 
and  the  troops  under  his  command,  ardently  wished  to  do. 

IXTBACT  or  A  1.ETTKR  TROK  A  SURGEON  IJT  SIR  PETER  PARKEr's  FIEET, 
BATED  JUIT   9,    1776. 

We  left  Cape-Fear  on  the  37th  of  May,  and  anchored  the  same 
evening  off  the  bar.  The  camp  was  struck  at  the  same  time,  and  the 
troops  embarked  the  same  evening  on  board  the  several  transports.  All 
our  motions  were  so  languid  and  so  innervate,  that  it  was  the  9th  of  June 
before  the  Bristol  and  Pigot  passed  the  bar  of  Charlestown;  the  Bristol 
in  passing  struck,  which  alarmed  us  all  exceedingly;  but,  as  it  wanted 
two  hours  of  high  water,  she  soon  floated  again.  The  Prince  of  Pied- 
mont, a  victualling  ship,  was  totally  lost  on  the  north  breakers  of  the 
bar.  General  CUnlon  and  Lord  Cormcallis  were  both  on  board  when 
she  struck  ;  but  as  the  weather  was  very  fine,  they  were  not  in  the  least 
danger.    By  our  delays  we  gave  the  people  every  opportunity  they  could 


be  tenders.  This  gave  the  inhabitants  great  uneasiness  and 
anxiety.  They,  therefore,  ordered  such  part  of  the  Militia 
as  could  readily  be  collected  to  assemble  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  committing  further  damage.  I  am  further  in- 
formed by  them  that  they  found  many  of  the  people  in  that 
part  of  the  County  very  lukewarm  in  their  opposition,  dif- 
ficult to  be  got  together,  and,  when  collected,  in  such  bad 
discipline  they  are  not  (in  their  opinion)  to  be  relied  on,  they 
paying  but  little  regard  to  the  instructions  of  their  officers. 
Things  being  in  this  situation,  I  have  thought  it  advisable 
to  order  part  of  the  Militia  under  my  command  to  march 
down  to  their  assistance ;  and  I  flatter  myself  we  shall  be 
able  to  prevent  their  landing  in  that  quarter;  but  should 
the  enemy  continue  there  a  few  days,  and  keep  the  Militia 
on  duty,  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  must  unavoidably  lose 
a  considerable  part  of  their  crops,  their  wheat  being  now 
ready  to  cut. 

Captain  Woolford  is  at  this  time  with  his  company  on 
the  borders  of  Nanticolce,  near  the  mouth  of  that  river,  to 
guard  that  neighbourhood,  where  his  assistance  is  much 
wanted. 

I  must  further  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  our  Militia 
are  badly  fitted  with  arms.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  not 
one  half  of  them  have  effective  guns  ;  neither  have  we  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  powder  and  lead,  (particularly  the  latter,) 
should  we  have  occasion  to  make  use  of  those  articles. 

I  have  this  moment  received  an  express  from  Hooper's 

have  wished  for,  to  extend  their  lines,  &c.:  they  were  not  idle — every 
hour  gave  us  astonishing  proofs  of  their  industry.  As  we  anchored  at 
one  league  distance  from  Sullivan's  Island,  we  could  see  all  that  was 
going  on  with  the  help  of  our  glasses.  The  fort  on  this  Island  is  exceed- 
ingly strong,  (or  rather  the  battery  ;)  it  is  built  of  palm  trees  and  earth, 
and  on  it  are  mounted  eighteen  of  the  lower  deck  guns  of  the  Foudro- 
yant :  I  never  could  distinguish  more  than  seventeen  ;  others  imagined 
they  could  see  nineteen — however,  that  is  immaterial. 

The  signal  for  attacking  was  made  by  Sir  Peter  Parker  on  the  27th 
of  June ;  but  the  wind  coming  suddenly  to  the  northward,  the  ships  were 
obliged  again  to  anchor.  The  troops  have  been  encamped  on  Long- 
Island  since  the  l.'ith,  and  it  was  intended  that  General  Clinton  should 
pass  the  neck  that  divides  Long-Island  from  Sullivan's  Island,  and  at- 
tack by  land  while  Sir  Peter  attacked  by  sea.  General  Lee  had  made 
such  a  disposition  of  masked  batteries,  troops,  &c.,  that  it  is  the  opiniau 
of  all  the  officers  of  the  Army  whom  I  have  heard  mention  this  circum- 
stance, that  if  our  troops  had  attacked,  they  must  have  been  cut  off;  but 
this  assertion  does  not  satisfy  the  Navy,  for  they  certainly  expected  great 
assistance  from  the  Army.  Excuse  this  necessary  digression.  On  the 
morning  of  the  28th,  the  wind  proved  favourable ;  it  was  a  clear  fine 
day,  but  very  sultry  ;  the  Thunder,  bomb,  began  the  attack  at  half  past 
eleven,  by  throwing  shells  while  the  ships  were  advancing.  The  ships 
that  advanced  to  attack  the  battery  were  the  Bristol  and  Experiment, 
two  fifty-gun  ships ;  the  Solebay,  Active,  Acteon,  and  Syren,  of  twenty- 
eight  guns ;  the  Sphinx,  of  twenty,  and  the  Friendship,  an  armed  ship 
of  twenty-eight  guns.  With  this  force  what  might  not  have  been  ex- 
pected 1  Unfortunately  the  bomb  was  placed  at  such  a  distance  that 
she  was  not  of  the  least  service.  This  Colonel  James,  the  principal  en- 
gineer, immediately  perceived ;  to  remedy  which  inconvenience,  an  ad- 
ditional quantity  of  powder  was  added  to  each  mortar :  the  consequences 
were,  the  breaking  down  the  beds,  and  totally  disabling  her  for  the  rest  of 
the  day.  The  Bristol  and  Experiment  have  suffered  most  incredibly: 
the  former  very  early  had  the  spring  of  her  cable  shot  away — of  course 
she  lay  end  on  to  the  battery,  and  was  raked  fore  and  aft ;  she  lost  upwards 
of  one  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded.  Captain  Morris,  who  com- 
manded her,  lost  his  arm ;  the  worthy  man,  however,  died  a  week  after 
on  board  the  Pigot.  Perhaps  an  instance  of  such  slaughter  cannot  be 
produced ;  twice  the  quarter-deck  was  cleared  of  every  person  except  Sir 
Peter,  and  he  was  slightly  wounded ;  she  had  nine  thirty-two  pound 
shot  in  her  mainmast,  which  is  so  much  damaged  as  to  be  obliged  to  he 
shortened ;  the  mizzen  had  seven  ihirty-two-pound  shot,  and  was  obliged, 
being  much  shattered,  to  be  entirely  cut  away.  It  is  impossible  to  pre- 
tend to  describe  what  our  shipping  have  suffered.  Captam  Scott,  of  the 
Experiment,  lost  his  right  arm,  and  the  ship  suffered  exceedingly;  she 
had  much  the  same  number  killed  and  wounded  as  the  Bristol.  Our 
situation  was  rendered  very  disagreeable  by  the  Acteon,  Syren,  and 
Sphinx,  running  foul  of  each  other,  and  getting  on  shore  on  the  middle 
ground.  The  Sphinx  disengaged  herself  by  cutting  away  her  bowsprit ; 
and,  as  it  was  not  yet  flood-tide,  the  Sphinx  and  Syren  fortunately  warp- 
ed off.  The  .4cteon  was  burnt  next  morning  by  Captain  Atkitis,  to  pre- 
vent her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Provincials,  as  fine  a  new  frigate 
as  I  ever  saw.  Our  ships,  after  laying  nine  hours  before  the  battery,  were 
obliged  to  retire  with  great  loss.  The  Provincials  reserved  their  fire  un- 
til the  shipping  were  advanced  within  point  blank  shot ;  their  artillery 
was  surprisingly  well  served,  it  is  said,  under  the  command  of  a  Mt. 
Masson  and  DeBrahm ;  it  was  slow,  but  decisive  indeed ;  they  were 
very  cool,  and  took  great  care  not  to  fire  except  their  guns  were  exceed- 
ingly well  directed.  But  there  was  a  time  when  the  battery  appeared  to 
be  silenced  for  more  than  an  hour ;  the  Navy  say,  had  the  troops  been 
ready  to  land  at  this  time,  they  could  have  taken  possession.  How  that 
is  I  will  not  pretend  to  say.  I  will  rather  suppose  it ;  hut  the  fire  became 
exceedingly  severe  when  it  was  renewed  again,  and  did  amazing  execu- 
tion after  the  battery  had  been  supposed  to  have  been  silenced.  This 
will  not  be  believed  when  it  is  first  reported  in  England.  I  can  scarcely 
believe  what  I  myself  saw  on  that  day — a  day  to  me  one  of  the  most 
distressing  of  my  life.  The  Navy,  on  this  occasion,  have  behaved  with 
their  usual  coolness  and  intrepidity ;  one  would  have  imagined  that  no 
battery  could  have  resisted  their  incessant  fire. 
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Straits,  by  which  I  am  informed  that  the  ship  of  war  is  now 
in  the  mouth  of  Nanlicoke,  two  of  the  tenders  in  Hungnr 
River,  and  one  in  Fishing  Bay,  close  to  the  shore  ;  that  the 
eonle  are  in  great  confusion,  and  much  harassed  by  them, 
have  not  the  least  doubt  but  they  are  in  the  like  or  a 
worse  situation  in  Somerset  County.  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
give  you  this  information  as  early  as  possible,  and  doubt  not 
you  will  give  such  assistance  as  the  emergency  of  our  affairs 
require. 

I  hav(?  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  humble  servant,  ^^^^^^  Ennalls. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety. 


BENNETT  BRACCO  TO  GABRIEL  DUVALL. 

Port-Tobacco,  July  2,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  sent  the  bearer,  John  Bamett, express 
to  Annapolis,  to  request  that  you  will  make  application  to 
the  Council  for  a  sum  of  money  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
providing  food  and  other  necessaries  that  are  requisite  for  the 
soldiers  under  inoculation  here.  The  Doctors  tell  me  that 
it  will  not  be  proper  for  the  soldiers  to  eat  the  rations  pro- 
vided for  them  by  the  Commissary,  for  three  weeks  at  least, 
in  which  time  their  expenses  will  amount  to  near  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds,  or  thereabouts ;  be  that  as  it  may,  a 
true  and  just  account  shall  be  rendered  of  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  in  case  the  Council  think  proper  to  advance 
it ;  pray  do  this  as  quickly  as  possible.  1  have  expended 
almost  all  my  own  cash  ;  and  when  that  is  gone,  we  may 
whistle  for  provision  until  we  can  get  a  fresh  supply.  The 
people  here  follow  a  very  good  rule,  not  to  trust  us  farther 
than  they  can  see  us.  Please  apply  also  for  our  subsist- 
ence from  the  15th  of  March  last,  and  let  me  know  whether 
it  will  be  granted,  agreeable  to  account  rendered  by  Capain 
Beall  some  time  ago ;  if  it  should,  you  will  send  it  by  the 
bearer,  as  I  promise  you  I  want  it  much. 

1  would  have  written  to  the  Council,  but  did  not  know 
whether  it  would  be  agreeable  to  them  to  receive  it  from 
among  the  small-pox.  Be  kind  enough  to  despatch  Wirt 
down  immediately ;  let  no  excuse  stop  him.  I  hear  that  he 
wants  to  stay ;  you  may  tell  him  he  is  to  return  again. 
Please  write  me,  and  enclose  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the 
flying  camp.  I  have  nothing  new  to  write ;  but  am,  dear 
sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Bennett  Bracco. 

To  Mr.  Ridgely,  or  Mr.  G.  DuvaU,  at  Annapolis. 

P.  S.  We  are  all  getting  through  the  small-pox  as  well  as 
can  be  expected. 

JOHN   MARTIN   TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Gentlemen:  This  will  inform  you  of  my  safe  arrival  with 
the  brig  Friendship  into  Chingoteague  on  Tuesday,  July  2d, 
which  Mr.  Richards  has  taken  on  your  account.  I  likewise 
enclose  you  a  manifest  of  the  cargo  I  have  on  board,*  best 
^  part  of  which  I  have  got  on  shore,  under  the  protection  of 
Colonel  F.  Lemmon.  Be  so  kind  as  to  let  me  know  as  soon 
as  possible  what  measures  must  be  taken  with  the  brig  and 
crew,  they  being  all  in  debt  to  the  vessel,  some  three  pounds, 
some  more  and  some  less.  I  have  not  time  to  write  you  a 
full  detail,  for  there  are  three  tenders  cruising  off  this  har- 
bour, which  puts  me  in  confusion  till  I  get  my  cargo  landed. 
If  the  brig  should  fit  out  again,  should  I  be  appointed  to 
go  in  her,  I  hope  you  will  grant  me  leave  to  go  as  far  as 
Baltimore,  to  see  my  little  family  and  settle  with  my  last 
owner. 

I  have  on  board  eight  officers  and  twenty-three  hands ; 
three  four-pounders,  six  three-pounders,  six  swivels,  and  one 
cohorn.  Be  so  kind  as  to  let  me  have  what  quantity  of 
powder  and  lead  I  shall  keep  on  board  for  the  vessel's  use, 
for  the  tenders  are  dangerous. 

If  the  brig  is  fitted  out  again,  she  must  have  a  new  wind- 
lass, and  new  fore  and  maintops,  and  a  new  mainmast.  The 
steerage  is  cut  off;  and  if  1  carry  this  number  of  hands  she 

'Mamfett  of  Sundries  received  on  board  the  Brig  Fbixsdship,  Cap- 
tain JoHjs  Martin. — 7  chesU,  marked  R.  F.,  No.  1  to  7;  I  bale,  marked 
R.  P.,  No.  8  ;  23  bales  of  Canvass ;  225  barrels  of  Powder ;  228  half- 
barrels  of  Powder;  2  large  chests;  1  crate;  3  barrels;  2  sheets  of  Lead; 
17  chesU  of  Arms ;  2  cases,  marked  E.  R.;  1  cask,  marked  W.;  1  bale, 
marked  J.  R.;  1  chest,  marked  H.  C;  1  bale,  marked  H.  C;  11  bolts  of 
loose  Canvass  ;  1  small  box,  marked  H.  Y. 


will  not  carry  as  much  by  two  hundred  barrels  as  last  voy- 
age. 

Gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

John  Martin. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

N.  B.  I  lost  the  opportunity  by  Mr.  Lxa,  not  knowing 
he  would  go  that  day,  and  confusion  with  the  tenders.  I  was 
fired  at  near  the  harbour  by  one  the  morning  I  got  in. 

J.  M. 


ELBRIDGE    GERRY    TO    JAMES    WARREN. 

Philadelphia,  July  3,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  only  time  to  inform  you  that  yester- 
day was  agitated  in  Congress  the  great  question  of  Inde- 
pendency ;  and  as  the  facts  are  as  well  known  at  the  Coffee- 
House  of  the  city  as  in  Congress,  I  may  go  on  to  inform  you 
that,  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  it  was  carried  by 
nine  Colonies. 

1  remain,  sir,  with  due  regard,  your  assured  friend  and 

humble  servant,  ^^^  „ 

Elbridge  Gerry. 

To  Colonel  Warren. 


HENRY   WISNEB   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  July  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Since  writing  the  enclosed,  the  question  of 
Independence  has  been  put  in  Congress,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  without  one  dissenting  vote.  I  therefore  bef 
your  answer  as  quick  as  possible  to  the  enclosed. 

1  am,  with  due  regard,  your  humble  servant, 

Henry  Wisneh. 

To  the  Provincial  Congress,  at  New-  York. 

Philadelphia,  July  2,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  The  important  question  of  Independency  was 
agitated  yesterday  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Congress, 
and  this  day  will  be  finally  determined  in  the  House.  We 
know  the  line  of  our  conduct  on  this  occasion :  we  have  your 
instructions,  and  will  faithfully  pursue  them.  New  doubts 
and  difficulties,  however,  will  arise  should  Independency  be 
declared,  and  that  it  will  not,  we  have  not  the  least  reason 
to  expect ;  nor  do  we  believe  that  (if  any)  more  than  one 
Colony  (and  the  Delegates  of  that  divided)  will  vote  against 
the  question,  every  Colony  (ours  only  excepted)  having 
withdrawn  their  former  instructions,  and  either  positively 
instructed  their  Delegates  to  vote  for  Independency,  or  con- 
cur in  such  vote,  if  they  shall  judge  it  expedient.  What 
part  are  we  to  act  after  this  event  takes  place  ?  Every  act 
we  join  in  may  then  be  considered  as  in  some  measure  ac- 
ceding to  the  vote  of  Independency,  and  binding  our  Colony 
on  that  score.  Indeed  many  matters  in  this  new  situation 
may  turn  up  in  which  the  propriety  of  our  voting  may  be 
very  doubtful ;  though  we  conceive  (considering  the  critical 
situation  of  publick  affairs,  and  as  they  respect  our  Colony 
in  particular,  invaded  or  soon  likely  to  be  by  powerful  armies 
in  different  quarters)  it  is  our  duty,  nay,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary,  that  we  should  not  only  concur  with,  but  exert 
ourselves  in  forwarding  our  military  operations.  The  im- 
mediate safety  of  the  Colony  calls  for  and  will  warrant  us 
in  this.  Our  situation  is  singular  and  delicate,  no  other 
Colony  being  similarly  circumstanced,  with  whom  we  can 
consult.  We  wish,  therefore,  for  your  earliest  advice  and 
instructions,  whether  we  are  to  consider  our  Colony  bound 
by  the  vote  of  the  majority  in  favour  of  Independency,  and 
vote  at  large  on  such  questions  as  may  arise  in  consequence 
thereof;  or  only  concur  in  such  measures  as  may  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  common  safety  and  defence  oi  Ame- 
rica, exclusive  of  the  idea  of  Independency.  We  fear  it 
will  be  difficult  to  draw  the  line  ;  but,  once  possessed  of  your 
instructions,  we  will  do  our  best  endeavours  to  follow  them. 
We  are,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 

servants,  ,-,  ^ 

'  George  Clinton, 

Henry  Wisner, 

William  Floyd, 

Francis  Lewis, 

John  Alsop. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  CoagKSsoi New-York. 
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ADDRESS    OF    THE    PBNNSYLVANIA    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  July  2,  1776. 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania. 

This  Committee,  too  much  occupied  in  the  various  and 
multiplied  business  of  the  department  in  which  they  are 
placed,  liave  seldom  troubled  the  publick  with  addresses ; 
and,  indeed,  little  occasion  has  been  afforded  for  them,  es- 
pecially in  justification  of  their  own  conduct,  while  general 
acquiescence  in  their  authority  prevailed,  and  entire  confi- 
dence in  their  integrity  and  abilities  remained ;  but  they  are 
not  so  blinded  by  self-love,  or  so  lost  in  their  own  impor- 
tance, as  not  to  perceive  lately  that  both  confidence  and  au- 
thority are  considerably  shaken  and  impaired.  Not  resting 
on  a  foundation  altogether  popular,  their  existence  has  been 
beheld  with  jealousy,  and,  by  an  opposition  formed  on  mis- 
taken or  unworthy  principles,  their  conduct,  in  almost  every 
branch  of  the  publick  service,  has  been  traduced  and  vilified. 
In  the  honest  discharge  of  duty  they  have  been  obliged  to 
stand  the  unmerited  reproaches  of  many  individuals,  as  well 
as  of  some  publick  bodies.  After  accumulated  mortifica- 
tions, why  they  still  continue  to  keep  their  seats  ought  to  be 
accounted  for,  lest  they  be  justly  supposed  insensible  to  the 
feelings  of  men  of  honour.  But  it  is  necessary,  first,  to  state 
the  transaction  which  has  principally  given  rise  to  this  ad- 
dress. 

About  the  beginning  of  last  month  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed Captain  Samuel  Davidson  Commodore  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Naval  Armament,  equipped  for  the 
defence  of  the  River  Delaware.  The  motives  to  this  ap- 
pointment, at  a  board  of  thirteen  members,  when  there  was 
not  one  dissenting  voice,  were  such  as  these: 

1st.  That  during  his  continuance  in  the  service  as  Cap- 
tain of  one  of  the  armed  boats,  he  was  conspicuous  among 
the  officers  for  care  and  attention  to  his  duty,  and  while  he 
maintained  a  strict  discipline,  he  had  the  address  to  concili- 
ate the  regard  and  affections  of  his  crew,  and  always  kept 
his  boat  well  manned. 

2d.  That  having,  on  the  return  of  Captain  Davidson  from 
a  short  voyage,  in  which  he  was  spared  from  the  service  of 
this  Province  to  go  into  that  of  the  Congress,  and  while 
perfect  harmony  yet  existed  between  this  Board  and  all  its 
officers,  and  on  a  deliberate  estimate  of  the  comparative 
merits  of  each,  given  him,  though  a  younger  officer,  the 
more  important  command  of  the  floating  battery,  in  which 
the  same  superior  good  conduct  was  observable,  the  Com- 
mittee acted  but  consistently  with  themselves  in  elevating 
him  to  a  still  higher  rank. 

3d.  A  clamour  having  been  formerly  excited  against  a 
superior  officer,  because,  as  was  said,  he  had  not  been  of 
the  fleet,  and  some  of  the  officers  having  since  declared 
they  would  yield  ready  obedience  to  any  Commodore  if 
taken  from  their  own  establishment,  even  though  he  should 
be  the  youngest  among  them,  the  present  appointment,  as 
it  prevented  the  necessity  of  going  out  of  the  fleet,  was 
considered  rather  as  conciliatory  than  as  administering  cause 
of  uneasiness  and  discontent.  They  were  well  aware  of 
the  obvious  military  maxim  to  which  they  had  run  counter, 
of  advancing  men  according  to  seniority ;  but  this  maxim, 
though  perhaps  proper  in  old  establishments  where  a  long 
coui-se  of  service  in  the  lower  classes  are  supposed  to  con- 
fer the  necessary  qualifications  for  the  higher,  may  and  ought 
occasionally  to  be  dispensed  with  in  the  formation  of  new 
ones.  Where  there  can  be  but  a  slender  pretext  for  quali- 
fications from  this  cause,  merit  is  to  be  sought  out  and 
preferred  wherever  to  be  found,  though  ambition  should  be 
disappointed  or  delicacy  offended.  In  many  instances  have 
the  Congress  departed  from  this  supposed  fundamental  max- 
im, and  their  country  has  been  benefited  by  it.  The  resist- 
ance of  the  officers  of  the  armed  boats  to  this  appointment, 
and  their  indecent  remonstrance,  are  well  known  ;  they  were 
countenanced  and  supported  by  men  whose  decisions  on  pub- 
lick questions  influence,  in  some  degree,  the  publick  opinion. 
Mutiny  was  justified  and  abetted,  and  disobedience  triumph- 
ed over  authority.  The  Committee  thought  it  their  duty  to 
adhere  to  the  appointment  they  had  made,  the  Conference 
of  Committees  interposed  by  the  following  Resolution,  agreed 
to  immediately  before  their  dissolution  : 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
this  Province  to  confine  the  command  of  Commodore  David- 
son to  the  ship  of  war  and  floating  battery  belonging  to  the 


Province,  and  to  issue  no  orders  to  the  Captains  or  other 
officers  of  the  row-galleys,  fire-ships  or  fire-rafts,  through 
the  said  Commodore,  until  the  Convention  meets  ;  and  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  Captains  and  other  officers  of 
the  row-galleys,  &;c.,  to  pay  all  due  obedience  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  until  that  time,  and  until  a  new  appoint- 
ment shall  take  place." 

The  Board,  astonished  and  surprised,  would  have  remon- 
strated against  it,  not  without  hope  that,  on  a  fair  and  im- 
partial state  of  the  question,  those  who,  from  the  nature  of 
their  appointment,  could  have  nothing  in  view  but  the  pub- 
lick happiness,  and  who  could  not  have  been  insensible  of 
the  benefit  of  good  order  and  discipline,  would  have  recalled 
this  hasty  determination,  which  may  be  so  fatal  to  both,  but 
the  dissolution  would  not  allow  the  necessary  time. 

The  Committee  doubt  not  the  purity  of  the  intention 
which  produced  this  Resolution,  and  by  which  their  power 
in  so  important  a  branch  is  so  greatly  mutilated,  if  not  alto- 
gether destroyed.  They  well  know  the  regard  due  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  and  are  disposed  to  submit  to 
the  recommendation,  though  wounded  and  dishonoured  by 
it.  But  they  would  have  it  understood  that  the  continuance 
of  many  of  their  Board,  under  such  circumstances,  is  of  ne- 
cessity, as  no  body  of  men  can  at  present  be  appointed  to 
supply  their  places,  and  as  they  perhaps  may,  fettered  in 
their  authority  as  they  are,  still  render  some  small  services 
to  their  country.  They,  however,  think  it  incumbent  on 
them  to  declare  that  many  bad  consequences  may  probably 
proceed  from  a  divided  command.  Military  authority  is 
not  of  a  nature  to  be  participated,  and  when  attempted,  the 
greatest  mischiefs  commonly  flow  from  it.  Should  this  un- 
fortunately prove  so  in  our  case,  the  Committee  are  not 
responsible ;  they  have  performed  their  duty,  and  look  for- 
ward with  pleasure  to  the  short  period  of  a  few  weeks  which 
is  to  deprive  them  of  the  seats  they  have  held,  of  late  so 
much  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  some  men  and  uneasiness  to 
themselves. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

William  Govett,  Secretary. 


GENERAL   MIFFLIN   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Camp  at  Mount  Washington,  July  2,  1776. 

My  DEAR  General:  I  find  the  works  well  advanced, 
but  not  in  a  state  of  defence.  The  teams  allotted  to  them 
have  been  taken  off — some  of  them  sent  to  town  for  materi- 
als and  there  detained,  others  necessarily  employed  in  haul- 
ing up  the  powder  (which  is  now  stored  in  the  best  place 
I  could  find)  and  provisions  from  the  landing. 

From  the  Colonel's  reports,  the  men's  arms  are  in  a  most 
alarming  situation  ;  Colonel  Magaw  has  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  in  his  regiment  fit  for  service ; 
Colonel  Shea  about  three  hundred,  including  all  the  carbines 
which  they  received  lately  by  your  order.  If  the  enemy 
pay  us  a  visit,  we  will  do  our  best,  and  endeavour  to  make 
up  in  zeal  what  we  want  in  appointment.  Should  sufficient 
reinforcements  arrive  at  New-York,  may  we  not  expect  a 
share?  You  are  best  acquainted  with  the  importance  of 
this  post,  my  dear  General,  and  I  flatter  myself  will  put  it 
into  our  power  to  do  something  more  than  mere  defensive 
work  within  our  lines. 

I  think  the  enemy  may  divert  our  attention  to  the  heights 
above  King's  Bridge;  if  so,  is  it  expected  that  we  can  de- 
tach a  party  to  oppose  them  ?  I  shall  be  happy  in  your 
orders  how  to  act  if  a  landing  should  be  attempted  above  or 
below  us,  at  the  same  time  that  we  may  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve our  present  post  to  be  one  of  their  objects.  Were  the 
works  in  good  order  and  the  men  well  equipped,  I  could 
easily  determine  those  points,  but  circumstanced  as  we  are, 
I  do  not  see  how  we  can  permit  even  a  small  party  to  leave 
the  environs  of  this  camp  without  exposing  it  to  immediate 
danger,  and  yet  I  might  be  tempted  to  do  it. 

I  propose  to  exercise  with  the  artillery,  if  the  works  will 
admit  of  it,  two  companies  who  are  not  armed  ;  our  princi- 
pal business  within  the  works  must  be  with  artillery. 

We  have  many  arms  which  might  soon  be  put  in  order  if 
Colonel  Moylan  will  favour  us  with  four  armourers  and  some 
tools ;  Captain  Bacon  promised  it  several  days  past,  but 
still  neglects  us. 

I  am,  my  dear  General,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Mifflin,  B.  G. 
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H.  CABEY,  A.  D.  C,  TO  GENERAL.  MIFFLIN. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  July  8,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  ordered  by  his  Excellency  General  JVashing- 
ton  to  return  you  for  answer  to  your  favour  of  this  day's 
date,  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  supply  you  with  any  arms, 
as  there  is  a  great  want  of  them  in  the  camp  here,  which 
he  supposes  you  are  not  insensible  of.  There  is  a  number 
of  rifle-guns  which  are  retained  for  the  recruits,  and  which 
the  General  will  lend  you  for  the  present,  if  there  are  any 
men  in  Colonel  Magaw's  or  Shea's  Regiments,  who  know 
how  to  use  them,  otherwise  he  thinks  they  will  be  sent  to  no 
purpose. 

Colonel  Moylan  has  this  day  despatched  some  armourers 
and  tools,  agreeable  to  your  directions. 

You  may  depend  on  receiving  a  reinforcement  as  soon  as 
any  considerable  number  of  Militia  arrives.  As  yet  so  few 
have  reached  this,  that  none  can  possibly  be  spared. 

The  General  has  not  the  least  expectation  that  in  your  pre- 
sent situation  you  will  be  able  to  do  more  than  defend  your 
own  lines,  though  he  is  fully  persuaded  your  most  vigorous 
exertions  will  be  manifested  in  every  respect.  He  also 
much  approves  of  your  intentions  to  exercise  with  the  artil- 
lery those  men  who  are  not  armed. 

I  am,  with  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 

^^"*'  R.  Cabey,  a.  D.  C. 

To  Brigadier-General  Thomas  Mifflin. 

DAVID   MATTHEWS    TO    GOIJVERNEUR   MORRIS. 

New  Jail,  July  2,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  wrote  a  few  lines  to  Mr.  Livingston  on  Saturday 
last  relative  to  my  situation  ;  but  his  departure  for  Philadel- 
phia prevented  (as  I  suppose)  an  answer.  I  therein  request- 
ed that  some  persons  whom  I  named  might  be  sent  for  be- 
fore the  Committee,  who  would  have  entirely  cleared  up  my 
character  against  the  cruel  aspersions  that  have  been  cast  on 
it.  I  think  you  won't  deny  me  some  kind  of  certificate  re- 
lative to  this  horrid  plot,  in  order  to  take  off  that  resentment 
which  the  citizens  harbour  against  me  on  a  supposition  of 
my  being  concerned.  I  should  not  deny  this,  Mr.  Morris, 
to  the  greatest  enemy  I  ever  had,  and  I  am  not  conscious  of 
ever  having  injured  any  man  ;  notwithstanding  which  there 
are  numbers  who  would  now  willingly  take  my  life.  If  it 
was  not  that  a  wife  and  ten  small  children  depend  on  my 
hands  for  their  support,  it  would  be  of  little  consequence 
what  became  of  this  earthly  tabernacle  of  mine. 

I  shall  commit  this  matter  to  your  candour  and  humanity, 
and  doubt  not  but  that  you  will  take  such  steps  therein  as 
you  think  in  justice  ought  to  be  done  to  clear  up  my  charac- 
ter from  such  infamous  reports  as  have  been  propagated 
against  me. 

I  am,  sir,  with  esteem,  your  very  humble  servant, 

David  Matthews. 
To  Gouvemeur  Morris,  Esq. 


JAMES    COGGESHALL   TO    GOUVERNEUR   MORRIS. 

New  Jail,  (New-York,)  July  2,  1776. 

Dear  Morris  :  Residing  peaceably  upon  Long-Island, 
I  was  taken  prisoner,  brought  to  town  on  Sunday  evening, 
and  confined  in  Jail.  As  there  neither  is  nor  can  be  any 
crime  alleged  against  me,  I  flatter  myself  that  for  merely 
being  a  servant  to  his  Majesty  it  cannot  be  the  intention  of 
the  Congress  to  keep  me  m  this  situation.  You  may  be  as- 
sured that  I  am  in  a  very  bad  state  of  health,  and  my  con- 
stitution unable  to  sustain  the  dismal  and  weary  hours  of  a 
prison.  This,  added  to  the  precarious  situation  of  every 
person  confined  here  at  present,  makes  me  more  than  anxious 
to  be  free.  I  make  no  doubt  of  your  readiness  to  afford 
every  generous  and  humane  assistance  to  relieve  me. 

Wishing  you  all  health  and  happiness,  1  am,  dear  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

James  Coggeshall. 


FREDERICK    PHILIPS    TO   THE    COMMITTEE    OF    NEW-YORK 
CONGRESS. 

Philipsborough,  July  2,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  I  was  served  on  Saturday  evening  last  with 
a  paper  signed  by  you,  in  which  you  suggest  that  you  are 
authorized  by  the  Congress  to  summon  certain  persons  to 


appear  before  you,  whose  conduct  had  been  represented  as 
inimical  to  the  rights  o(  America,  of  which  number  you  say 
I  am  one.  Who  it  is  that  has  made  such  a  representation, 
or  upon  what  particular  facts  it  is  founded,  as  you  have  not 
stated  them,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  imagine ;  but  consider- 
ing my  situation,  and  the  near  and  intimate  ties  and  con- 
nexions which  I  have  in  this  country,  (which  can  be  secured 
and  rendered  happy  to  me  only  by  the  real  and  permanent 
prosperity  of  .4me7^a,)  I  should  have  hoped  that  suspicions 
of  this  harsh  nature  would  not  be  easily  harboured.  How- 
ever, as  they  have  been  thought  of  weight  sufficient  to 
attract  the  notice  of  the  Congress,  I  can  only  observe  that, 
conscious  of  the  uprightness  of  my  intentions,  and  the  inte- 
grity of  my  conduct,  1  would  most  readily  comply  with  your 
summons,  but  the  situation  of  my  health  is  such  as  would 
render  it  very  unadvisable  for  me  to  take  a  journey  to  New- 
York  at  this  time.  1  have  had  the  misfortune,  gentlemen, 
of  being  deprived  totally  of  the  sight  of  my  left  eye,  and  the 
other  is  so  much  affected  and  inflamed  as  to  make  me  very 
cautious  how  1  expose  it,  for  fear  of  a  total  loss  of  sight. 
This  being  my  real  situation,  1  must  request  the  favour  of 
you  to  excuse  my  attendance  to-morrow  ;  but  you  may  rest 
assured,  gentlemen,  that  I  shall  punctually  attend  as  soon 
as  I  can,  consistent  with  my  health  ;  flattering  myself  in  the 
mean  time  that,  upon  further  consideration,  you  will  think 
that  my  being  a  friend  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  my  na- 
tive country  is  a  fact  so  strongly  implied  as  to  require  no 
evidence  on  my  part  to  prove  it,  until  something  more  sub- 
stantial than  mere  suspicion  or  vague  surmises  are  proved 
to  the  contrary. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Frederick  Philips. 
To  Leonard  Gansevoort,  Philip  Livingston,  Thomas  Tred- 
well,  Lewis  Graham,  Gouvemeur  Morris,  Thomas  Ran- 
dall, Esquires. 


THOMAS    MOFFAT   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Blooming-Grove,  July  2,  1770. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  the  evidence  of 
Ephraim  Dunning,  and  the  examination  of  John  Samson, 
relative  to  the  plot  contrived  against  the  liberties  of  the 
United  Colonies,  which  contain  the  substance  of  all  the 
examinations  that  came  before  the  Committee  whilst  sitting 
upon  that  business,  and  is  the  evidence  in  principal  against 
Thomas  Cayne,  now  confined  in  iYew-  York.  The  Commit- 
tee thought  proper  to  transmit  the  same  to  you,  in  order  that 
the  Committee  of  Congress,  or  any  others  who  may  have 
the  examination  of  Cayne,  might  be  the  better  prepared  to 
interrogate  him  closely,  as  he  mentioned  to  Dunning  several 
persons  of  distinction,  who,  if  they  were  concerned,  ought 
to  be  confined  immediately.  Most  of  those  persons  were 
before  the  Committee,  but  no  evidence  appearing  against 
them  were  discharged,  although  there  was  reason  to  think 
that  Mr.  Gale  was  at  least  knowing  to  the  affair,  as  several 
persons  in  his  employ  absconded  as  soon  as  the  County 
Committee  appeared  in  Goshen.  Great  pains  have  been 
taken  to  discover  the  leaders  of  the  plot  in  this  County,  but 
no  evidence  has  appeared  against  any  one  but  Ebenezer 
Seely,  who  absconded  when  it  firet  came  out,  and  may  pos- 
sibly endeavour  to  get  on  board  the  man-of-war;  a  strict 
watch  should  be  kept  to  prevent  it  if  possible.  Captain 
Seth  Marvin  will  be  able  to  give  a  description  of  him. 

Nicholas  Dean,  who  moved  from  Sugar- Loaf  lo  New- 
York  last  spring,  is  the  man  that  Cayne  told  Samso7i  was 
to  be  their  Captain.  Cayne  ought  to  be  strictly  examined 
relative  to  him. 

The  Committee  thought  proper  to  retain  the  following 
persons  in  close  confinement,  viz :  James  Daff,  Julius  Smith, 
Matthew  Sweny,  John  Sa?mon,  James  Smith. 

You  will  be  good  enough  to  give  the  earliest  information 
of  what  is  further  to  be  done  with  them. 

I  am,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  very  humble  servant. 

By  order  of  the  Committee :  Thomas  Moffat. 

To  Colonel-  William  Allison,  Esq.,  at  the  Congress  in  New- 
York,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  any  other  Member  belonging 

to  Orange  County. 

William  McCray,  Samuel  Mc  Cray,  and  JohnMcKinstry, 
absconded  from  Mr.  Gale's  employ. 
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GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  July  2,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  An  hour  after  the  post  was  gone  the  express 
arrived  with  your  favour  of  the  28th  continued  to  tlie  29th, 
I  am  extremely  happy  that  your  Excellency  approved  of  tlte 
orders  given  to  General  Sullivan. 

None  of  the  expresses  I  sent  to  the  eastward  to  hasten 
on  the  Militia  and  to  try  to  procure  carpenters  are  yet  re- 
turned. Mr.  Giles,  one  of  the  Council  of  New- Hampshire, 
who  brought  me  some  money,  arrived  on  Sunday ;  he  in- 
forms me  that  their  Government  did  not  receive  the  orders 
of  Congress  for  sending  Militia  until  the  21st  ultimo ;  that 
orders  were  soon  after  issued  to  engage  them ;  that  he  did 
not  expect  they  would  be  at  Ticonderoga  for  some  time  to 
come.  I  have  assured  the  Eastern  Colonies  that  every  pre- 
caution will  be  taken  to  prevent  their  being  infected  by  the 
small-pox. 

On  Thursday  last  and  on  Sunday  two  gondolas  were 
finished.  I  hope  we  shall  complete  two  every  week  with 
what  carpenters  we  now  have. 

Everything  is  prepared  and  now  carrying  over  to  Sche- 
nectady for  taking  post  at  Fort  Stanwic.  I  hope  the  greatest 
part  of  the  stores  will  be  embarked  there  to-morrow  and 
move  the  next  day;  if  so,  I  hope  Colonel  Dayton  will  be 
on  the  9th  or  10th  at  Fort  Stanwix ;  he  has  his  orders.  His 
forces  will  consist  of  five  hundred  of  his  own  regiment,  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  of  Wynkoop's,  seventy-five  Militia  in- 
tended for  Canada,  and  three  hundred  Militia  of  the  County, 
except  one  hundred  of  these  men  to  be  left  at  the  German 
Flats ;  so  that  he  will  be  about  nine  hundred  strong. 

We  shall  want  every  man  Congress  has  ordered  to  the 
northward  ;  but  I  fear  that  the  shameful  tardiness  which  pre- 
vails in  almost  all  the  Colonies  will  greatly  prejudice  our 
cause.  I  was  in  hopes  you  would  have  been  more  effectu- 
ally supported  by  them.    What  can  they  be  about  ? 

I  am  this  moment  going  to  mount ;  1  will  try  to  be  back 
in  such  time  as  to  be  at  the  conference  at  the  German- 
Flats. 

I  atn,  dear  sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL    SULLIVAN    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  July  16,  1776.] 

Crown  Point,  July  2,  1776. 

Much  respected  Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  Congress 
of  the  unhappy  state  of  our  Northern  Army,  which  arrived 
here  last  evening  from  Jsk-la-Motte.  After  evacuating  St. 
Johns,  I  thought  best  to  make  a  stand  at  Isk-aux-Noix,  till 
we  could  have  some  direction  from  Congress  or  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. This  I  knew  would  afford  an  opportunity 
to  our  frontier  inhabitants  to  remove,  with  their  effects,  to 
some  place  of  safety,  which  they  have  in  general  done. 
We  have  given  them  every  assistance  in  our  power  for  that 
purpose.  The  amazing  number  of  our  men  taken  down 
by  sickness  at  that  unhealthy  spot  obliged  us  to  remove  to 
Isle-la-Motte,  and  from  thence  to  this  place.  To  give  you 
a  particular  account  of  the  miserable  state  of  our  troops 
there,  and  the  numbers  which  daily  keep  dropping  into 
their  beds  and  graves,  would  rather  seem  like  the  effect  of 
imagination  than  a  history  of  facts.  I  beg  leave  to  suggest 
that  this  must  be  owing  to  the  troops  living  so  long  upon 
salt  provision,  and  having  nothing  to  drink  but  the  poisonous 
water  of  the  Lake.  1  am  now  in  hopes,  as  this  is  a  healthy 
spot,  and  as  the  country  affords  good  spring  water,  that  we 
shall  soon  find  the  Army  regain  their  health ;  and  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  make  an  effectual  stand  at  this  place.  I  have 
ordered  all  the  sick  to  be  removed  at  a  distance  from  the 
other  troops,  that  the  sight  of  such  pitiful  objects  may  not 
disperse  the  rest.  I  shall  do  everything  in  my  power  to 
preserve  the  health  of  the  Army,  and  reduce  the  troops  to 
some  kind  of  order.  I  am  now  about  fortifying  this  post, 
which  I  think  may,  in  a  short  time,  be  made  strong  enough 
to  bafile  all  the  attempts  of  our  enemies.  I  think  that  a  num- 
ber of  row-galleys  upon  the  Lake,  upon  the  construction  of 
those  at  Fhiladelphia,  will  be  of  great  advantage.  I  am  now 
preparing  timber  for  that  purpose,  and  beg  Congress  would 
send  a  workman  from  Philadelphia  that  understands  con- 
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structing  them.  A  few  of  those  vessels,  in  conjunction  with 
those  we  already  have,  must  effectually  give  us  the  com- 
mand of  the  Lake,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  penetrating 
the  country. 

I  enclose  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  about  Onion 
River  for  ])rotection.  Colonel  Warner  offers  to  raise  a  regi- 
ment to  protect  that  quarter.  This  I  could  not  consent  to, 
as  I  have  no  such  authority;  but  beg  leave  to  recommend  it 
to  Congress,  as  those  men  are  much  better  calculated  for 
the  purpose  than  any  others,  as  diey  have  such  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  country.  I  have  sent  Colonel  Winds,  with 
a  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to  take  post  there  till  the  pleasure 
of  Congress  can  be  known.  The  reason  of  my  sending  a 
chief  Colonel  with  so  small  a  detachment  is,  because  he  can- 
not do  duty  anywhere  else  for  (ear  of  the  small-pox  ;  this  is 
also  the  case  with  most  of  the  men  who  are  with  him. 

I  beg  Congress  to  send  me  some  directions  about  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiei-s,  and  building  armed  vessels  here.  Every 
order  shall  be  complied  with  as  soon  as  received.  I  have 
sent  several  times  back  to  discover  the  motion  of  the  enemy. 
A  Lieutenant,  who  went  off  with  four  men,  has  just  return- 
ed. He  counted  the  number  of  tents  at  St.  Johns,  and 
found  them  about  a  hundred  and  fifty;  he  found  twenty-five 
at  St.  Rays,  and  fifteen  at  Chambly.  He  sent  off  two  of  his 
men  from  St.  Johns  to  give  information,  but  they  have  not 
arrived.  He  tarried  two  days  longer  about  St.  Johns  and 
Chambly,  and  then  returned  through  the  woods  to  Missisque 
Bay.  He  found  their  trails  at  Missisque  River,  but  could 
discover  nothing  of  the  men.  I  apprehend  that  the  Indians 
have  entraj)ped  them.  The  Lieutenant  could  discover  but 
two  boats  at  those  places ;  and  I  think  it  must  take  them 
so  long  to  construct  vessels  to  transport  their  Army  over  the 
Lake,  that  we  shall  by  that  time  be  ready  to  receive  them. 
I  am  determined,  however,  not  to  lose  a  moment  in  securing 
this  important  post  in  the  best  manner  possible,  as  I  am 
convinced  that  the  loss  of  this  place  would  be  next  to  losing 
our  country. 

I  beg  leave,  my  dear  sir,  to  assure  you  and  the  honourable 
Congress  that  I  never  had  an  idea  of  pain  equal  to  that 
which  I  felt  at  the  evacuation  of  Canada.  I  hope  Congress 
will  not  attribute  it  to  my  timidity  or  want  of  resolution.  1 
must  refer  you  to  Colonel  Allen  for  the  particular  reasons 
which  obliged  us  to  abandon  that  country.  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  him  to  you  as  an  intelligent,  brave,  and  active 
officer,  and  one  who  will  give  you  a  perfect  account  of  the 
miserable  state  of  our  Army  in  Canada,  and  what  is  their 
present  situation.  I  shall  feel  myself  extremely  happy  if 
Congress  should  be  satisfied  with  the  steps  1  iiave  taken.  It 
is  seldom  that  an  officer  can  claim  any  merit  from  a  retreat, 
and  I  am  far  from  laying  in  a  claim  of  the  kind  ;  yet  it  gives 
me  some  satisfaction  that,  under  all  our  disadvantages,  we 
saved  the  whole  of  the  publick  stores,  the  baggage  of  the 
Army,  and  left  not  one  of  our  sick  behind  us.  This  I  hope 
will  at  least  convince  Congress  that  we  did  not  retreat 
in  hurry  and  confusion.  The  fatigue  we  had  to  save  our 
batteaus,  cannon,  &c.,  and  get  them  over  the  Rapids,  was 
beyond  anything  that  ever  I  went  through,  and  what  was 
never  done  by  an  army  in  our  situation  before,  and  what, 
for  my  own  part,  I  never  wish  to  attempt  again.  I  must 
beg  Congress  to  give  some  direction  about  the  redemption  of 
General  Thompson,  Colonel  Irvine,  and  some  other  officers, 
who  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Opposite  the 
Isle-aux-Noix,  Captain  McLean,  Lieutenants  McTierran, 
McAlister,  and  Hogg,  of  Colonel  Irvine's  Regiment,  were 
taken  prisoners  by  the  Indians,  and  are  now,  I  apprehend, 
at  Quebeck.  I  wish  Congress  would  consent  to  an  exchange 
of  prisoners  ;  if  they  should,  I  will  send  a  flag  immediately 
to  St.  Johns,  to  treat  upon  the  subject. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  and  the  Congress  that  nothing 

on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  pfevent  the  enemy  from 

penetrating  the  country  in  this  quarter  ;  and  that  I  am,  with 

the  highest  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem,  ray  dear  sir, 

your  most  obedient  servant,  t         ^ 

•'  '  John  Sullivan. 

To  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress. 


To  the  Honourable  John  Sullivan,  Brigadier-General  in 
the  Northern  Department. 

May  it  please  your  Honour;  We,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  being  appointed  a  Committee 
77 
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by  tlie  several  Towns  in  this  District,  beg  leave  to  address 
your  Honour  in  belialf  of  our  constituents  and  ourselves. 
We  are  greatly  alarmed  at  tbe  retreat  of  our  Army  out  of 
Canada,  and  the  news  of  tiie  savages  killing  a  number  of 
our  men  on  the  west  side  of  Lake  Champhin ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  events,  the  frontier  settlements  are  removing 
their  families  into  the  country ;  but  the  inhabitants  thus  re- 
niovinn'  being  greatly  desirous  that  the  frontier  settlements 
should  be  protected,  and  anxious  to  return  and  secure  their 
crops,  we  earnestly  beg  and  entreat  your  Honour  to  send 
a  cuard  to  Onion  Rivtr,  or  some  otiier  place  which  your 
Honour  shall  think  most  advantageous  to  the  Army  and  in- 
habitants. We  are  much  alarmed  on  account  of  our  un- 
happy situation,  and  would  express  our  great  concern  for 
the  invaded  liberties  of  the  Colonies  in  general.  We  have 
a  number  of  good  woodsmen,  well  acquainted  with  fire-arms  ; 
and  should  your  Honour,  in  your  wisdom,  think  proper  and 
give  leave,  we  would  immediately  raise  a  battalion  of  eflec- 
tive  men  for  the  defence  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  the 
frontiers  of  New-Hampshire  Gratits  in  particular.  And  like- 
wise earnestly  desire  that  your  Honour  would  give  orders 
that  our  frontier  towns,  which  are  destitute,  may  be  supplied 
with  ammunition  as  your  Honour  shall  think  proper. 

We,  the  subscribers,  have  appointed  Colonel  Thomas 
Chittenden  and  Captain  Herman  Allen  to  present  this  JVIe- 
morial  to  your  Honour,  and  to  act  in  our  behalf. 

Joseph  Woodward,  Charles  Brewster,  Hcber  Allen, 

Josiah  Bowker,  Thomas  Tuttle,  John  Smith,  2d, 

Zebulon  Mead,  Thomas  Rice,  James  Claghorn, 

John  Smith,  Elkanah  Cook,  William  Post. 

Jonathan  Faucett,  Joseph  Smith, 

Committees  of  Safety  for  several  Towns  in  the 

New-Hampshire  Grants. 


GENERAL    SULLIVAN  TO    GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Crown  Point,  July  2,  1776. 

My  dear  General  :  I  have  from  time  to  time  endea- 
voured to  give  your  Excellency  the  earliest  intelligence  of 
our  movements  in  this  quarter ;  but  the  distance  is  so  great 
that  we  are  under  necessity  of  making  many  without  having 
your  Excellency's  advice.  In  my  last  I  mentioned  that  I 
should  remain  with  the  Army  at  Isle-aux-Noix  till  your 
Excellency's  pleasure  could  be  known.  This,  I  supposed, 
would  serve  to  cover  and  protect  the  inhabitants  settled  by 
the  Lake  till  they  could  remove  with  their  effects,  and  at 
,  the  same  time  give  us  an  opportunity  of  receiving  your  Ex- 
cellency's directions  where  to  make  a  stand ;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, sickness  of  almost  every  kind  seized  both  officers  and 
men  to  such  a  degree  that  I  was  forced  to  leave  that  un- 
healthy place  and  retire  to  this,  where  I  hope  the  Army  will 
soon  recruit.  We  have,  1  think,  secured  everything,  even 
to  an  axe,  except  three  cannon  at  Chamhly,  and  those  not 
very  good.  We  have  taken  one  out  of  the  Lake,  a  fine 
twelve-pounder,  which  in  part  makes  up  our  loss.  I  am 
now  fortifying  this  place,  and  will  endeavour  to  have  it  as 
strong  as  possible,  and  fix  as  many  galleys  to  command  the 
Lake  as  I  can.  I  have  sent  for  some  person  acquainted  with 
those  constructed  at  Philadelphia,  that  we  may  have  some 
of  that  kind  built  if  it  is  agreeable  to  your  Excellency.  I 
have  written  General  Schuyler  for  his  advice,  which  hope 
soon  to  receive.  In  the  interim  I  shall  be  procuring  as  much 
timber  and  boards  as  possible. 

I  hear  that  a  number  of  Militia  are  ordered  here.  I  don't 
think  them  necessary  at  present ;  but  should  they  be  sent,  I 
wish  they  may  be  such  as  have  had  the  small-pox,  as  there  is 
no  avoiding  it  in  our  camp.  As  the  air  is  pure  at  tiiis  place, 
and  the  Army  can  have  fresh  provisions  and  good  water,  I 
hope  they  will  soon  recruit.  If  they  should,  sure  I  am  that 
we  shall  have  enough  to  fortify  and  hold  this  place,  and  at 
the  same  time  commant!  the  Lake.  A  Lieutenant  whom  I 
sent  to  reconnoitre  at  St.  Johns  and  Chamhly  has  returned, 
and  says  that  he  counted  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  tents 
at  St.  Johns,  twenty-five  at  St.  Rays,  and  fifteen  at  Cham- 
hly; and  that  the  Regulars  arc  very  busy  in  fortifying  at  St. 
Johns.  He  saw  no  boats  except  a  canoe  and  one  batteau 
at  Chamhly.  He  despatched  two  of  his  men  from  St.  Johns 
to  give  me  intelligence,  who  have  not  since  been  beard  of.  I 
fear  the  Indians  have  entrapped  them. 

In  my  route  I  have  given  every  assistance  in  my  power 
to  remove  the  frontier  inhabitants  with  their  effects,  and  have 
ordered  Colonel  Winds,  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to 


take  post  at  Onion  River,  to  guard  there  till  I  could  have 
your  Excellency's  and  General  Schuylcr^s  opinion.  I  have 
sent  Congress  a  written  application  from  these  inhabitants 
for  assistance.  Doubtless  they  will  make  some  order  upon 
it,  which  I  hope  will  be  that  Colonel  Warner,  of  the  Green 
Mountains,  shall  raise  men  for  that  purpose,  as  1  think  those 
men  much  better  calculated  to  defend  tiiat  part  of  the  coun- 
try than  any  others.  I  shall  now  be  able  to  make  your 
Excellency  a  proper  return  of  men  and  stores,  which  shall 
be  immediately  forwarded.  In  the  interim  I  remain,  with  tiie 
highest  sentiments  of  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 
dient servant,  ■,        c? 

'  John  bullivan. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  We  are  in  great  want  of  about  six  or  eight  field- 
pieces,  which  beg  may  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  may  be. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Sullivan. 


general    SDLLIVAN   to   general  WASHINGTON. 

Isle-aux-Noix,  June  24,  1776. 

My  dear  General  :  It  is  with  the  greatest  pain  I  inform 
you  that,  after  our  retreat  from  Canada  to  this  place,  of  which 
I  liave  given  your  Excellency  an  account  through  General 
Schuyler,  and  after  I  had  determined  to  make  a  stand  here 
till  I  received  your  Excellency's  order,  I  find  myself  under 
an  absolute  necessity  of  quitting  this  Island  for  a  place  more 
healthy,  otherwise  the  Army  will  never  be  able  to  return,  as 
one  fortnight  longer  in  this  place  will  not  leave  us  well  men 
enough  to  carry  off  the  sick,  exclusive  of  the  publick  stores, 
which  I  have  preserved  thus  far.  The  raging  of  the  small- 
pox deprives  us  of  whole  regiments  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  by  their  being  taken  down  with  that  cruel  disorder. 
But  this  is  not  all.  The  camp  disorder  rages  to  such  a  de- 
gree that  of  the  regiments  remaining,  from  twenty  to  sixty  in 
each  are  taken  down  in  a  day,  and  we  have  nothing  to  give 
them  but  salt  pork,  flour,  and  the  poisonous  waters  of  this 
Lake.  I'have,  tli.erefore,  determined,  with  the  unanimous 
voice  of  the  officers,  to  remove  to  Isle-la-Motte,  a  place 
much  more  healthy  than  this,  where  I  have  some  hope  we 
shall  preserve  the  health  of  the  few  men  we  have  till  some 
order  is  taken  respecting  our  future  movements.  I  think 
it  would  be  by  far  the  best  to  remove  to  Crown  Point,  for- 
tify that,  build  row-galleys  to  command  the  Lake,  and  by 
scouting  parties  to  defend  our  frontiers,  as  the  savages  have 
already  begun  upon  us.  They  have  made  two  attacks  upon 
our  men,  killed  and  taken  near  twenty,  among  whom  are 
some  officers.  These  officers  went  on  shore  unarmed,  when 
I  was  gone  to  reconnoitre  Point-au-Fer.  The  other  party 
went  on  shore  at  river  Lecot  to  buy  milk.  They  were  in 
boats  loaded  with  flour,  which  they  brought  off,  but  had 
some  men  killed.  The  whole  of  our  loss  in  killed  and  taken 
amount  to  about  twenty.  This  happened  in  both  cases  for 
want  of  that  care  which  should  ever  be  taken  in  an  enemy's 
country.  I  hope  it  will  be  a  warning  to  our  people  in  future. 
I  hear  from  all  quarters  that  the  enemy  are  very  numerous 
in  Canada.  Their  shipping  is  also  numerous,  and  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  all  the  Canadians  and  all  the  Indians  in  this 
quarter  will  be  compelled  to  bear  arms  against  us.  This  I 
know  they  would  gladly  have  avoided ;  but  finding  that  we 
are  not  able  to  afford  them  that  protection  we  promised,  they 
are  obliged  to  make  their  peace  in  the  best  manner  they  can. 
I  think  it  is  now  past  a  doubt  that  the  neglect  and  inatten- 
tion to  this  department  has  not  only  lost  us  Canada,  but  in- 
volved us  in  a  war  witii  all  the  blacks  and  whites  in  this 
quarter ;  and  to  check  their  progress  I  know  of  no  better  me- 
thod than  to  secure  the  important  posts  of  Ticondcroga  and 
Crown  Point,  and,  by  building  a  number  of  armed  vessels, 
command  the  Lakes,  otherwise  the  forces  now  in  Canada 
will  be  brought  down  upon  us  as  quick  as  possible,  having 
nothing  now  to  oppose  them  in  that  Colony.  They  have  a 
number  of  batteaus  framed,  which  they  brought  from  Three 
Rivers.  They  will  doubtless  construct  some  armed  vessels, 
and  then  endeavour  to  penetrate  the  country  toward  New- 
York.  This  I  am  persuaded  they  will  attempt,  but  am  sure 
they  can  never  effect,  unless  we  neglect  to  secure  the  im- 
portant posts  now  in  our  power.  I  have  written  to  General 
Schuyler,  and  wait  with  impatience  for  his  answer,  as  I  know 
that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  fortifying  this  place  or  Crown 
Point.     If  I  attempt  to  fortify  here,  and  afterwards  am 
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ordered  to  leave  it,  I  shall  strengthen  the  enemy,  by  pre- 
paring a  work  for  them,  which  I  would  not  willingly  do.  If 
I  am  to  tarry  and  fortify  here,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  it 
as  soon  as  possible,  that  I  may  put  the  order  in  execution  ; 
but  I  must  say  that  unless  our  men  grow  much  more  healthy, 
our  Army  here  will  be  no  kind  of  check  upon  the  enemy  after 
remaining  in  this  low  marsh  for  a  few  weeks  longer. 

I  enclose  your  Excellency  a  general  return,  drawn  from 
the  returns  made  the  day  before  yesterday ;  since  which  I 
suppose  a  quarter  part  have  been  taken  down  with  tlie 
camp  disorder.  This,  however  incredible  it  may  seem,  is  a 
real  fact.  For  instance,  Colonel  ^Frtync  has  sixty,  out  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  taken  down  since.  Colonel  De 
Haas  and  all  his  field-officers,  with  a  number  of  his  men,  are 
since  taken  down.  This  seems  to  run  through  the  whole, 
no  corps  being  exempt  from  it.  I  am  shocked  to  relate,  but 
much  more  to  see,  this  dreadful  havock  among  the  troops. 

I  enclose  your  Excellency  a  return  of  the  ordnance  and 
stores  at  St.  Johns  on  the  12th  instant.  The  whole  could 
not,  in  our  confused  state,  be  procured.  As  to  the  pro- 
visions, some  are  on  board  the  armed  vessels,  some  at  this 
place,  and  some  at  Ish-la-MoUe,  which  were  never  brought 
further  down.  I  can  make  no  accurate  return  at  present. 
I  will  have  one  made  as  soon  as  possible  and  forward  it,  and 
send  regular  returns  in  future.  I  do  not  despair  of  getting 
this  Army  yet  into  some  kind  of  order  and  regulation  ;  but 
I  must  confess  that  it  is  a  work  of  time  and  trouble,  as  order 
and  regularity  seem  to  have  been  strangers  in  this  northern 
Army. 

I  received  your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  I3th  instant. 
Am  extremely  sorry  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  fulfil  your 
Excellency's  wishes,  by  leading  on  our  troops  to  victory. 
The  reasons  for  my  not  being  able  has  doubtless  long  since 
reached  you,  in  my  letters  giving  an  account  of  the  strength 
of  the  enemy,  the  weakness  of  our  Army,  and  the  unhappy 
defeat  of  General  Thompson  at  Three  Rivers,  as  also  the 
result  of  our  Council  of  War  in  Canada.  I  think  we  shall 
secure  all  the  puhlick  stores  and  baggage  of  the  Army,  and 
secure  our  retreat  with  very  little  loss.  Whether  we  shall 
have  well  men  enough  to  carry  them  on,  I  much  doubt,  if 
we  don't  remove  quickly,  unless  Heaven  is  pleased  to  re- 
store health  to  this  wretched  Army,  now  perhaps  the  most 
pitiful  one  that  ever  was  formed. 

There  is  no  return  of  Colonel  Patterson's  Regiment,  as 
he  has  but  five  men  here  fit  for  duty,  which  I  this  day  or- 
dered to  Crown  Point  to  join  the  rest  of  the  regiment,  which 
are  all  sick  there.  You  may  assure  yourself,  my  dear  Gene- 
ral, that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  restore  order 
among  the  troops  here  and  to  recover  their  health,  as  also 
to  throw  every  stumbling-block  in  the  way  of  the  enemy, 
that  lies  in  the  power  of  your  Excellency's  most  affectionate 


humble  servant, 


John  Sullivan. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL    SULLIVAN    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

June  25,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  This  morning,  at  daybreak,  I  received 
your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  16th  instant.  Am  extremely 
mortified  to  find  that  everything  here  has  turned  out  contrary 
to  my  expectation  and  your  Excellency's  wishes.  This 
was  not  owing  to  ray  being  deceived  with  respect  to  the 
enemy  on  the  ground  at  the  time  1  wrote,  but  to  the  sudden 
arrival  of  such  a  number  under  General  Burgoyne  the  night 
before  the  battle  of  Three  Rivers,  of  which  I  have  given  a 
full  and  perfect  account  in  former  letters.  I  am  conscious 
of  having  done  everything  in  my  power  to  gain  the  ground 
our  troops  had  lost,  and  to  secure  the  retreat  of  the  Army, 
when  I  found  our  point  could  not  be  carried.  I  imagine 
that  General  Schuyler  forgot  to  enclose  the  return,  as  I  think 
it  went  from  me  at  the  time  ;  but  1  am  not  clear  whether  it 
did  not  go  in  a  separate  letter.  I  dare  say  it  has  reached 
you  before  this.  1  now  enclose  another,  which  wish  safe 
to  hand,  and  hope  to  have  a  more  complete  and  perfect  one 
in  a  few  days,  which  I  shall  forward  to  your  Excellency. 

I  am  well  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  good  under- 
standing being  kept  up  among  the  officers  of  the  Army. 
This  has  been  remarkably  the  case  since  my  arrival.  I  have 
not  seen  an  instance  to  the  contrary,  except  some  few  reflec- 
tions which  seemed  to  take  place  between  the  northern  and 


southern  troops,  which  I  hope  I  have  sufficiently  cured  by 
calling  ujron  the  officers  of  every  corps,  and  requesting  them 
to  suppress  a  thing  which,  if  continued,  must  weaken,  if  not 
destroy,  the  Army.  They  all  agreed  to  join  heartily  in 
putting  an  end  to  this  dangerous  behaviour  among  the 
troops,  which  I  am  convinced  they  did,  as  I  have  heard 
nothing  of  it  since,  and  find  that  harmony  takes  place 
among  the  troops  in  a  surprising  manner.  In  all  our  diffi- 
culties there  seemed  to  be  a  unanimity  of  sentiment  among 
all  the  officers.  Indeed,  I  have  not  known  the  least  dispute 
among  them.  The  unfortunate  General  Thompson  and  the 
Baron  De  Woedtke  and  myself,  were  at  SoreJ.  Never  did 
greater  harmony  and  friendship  exist.  General  Arnold  was 
at  Montreal,  and  kept  up  the  most  friendly  intercourse  and 
corres[)ondence  with  us,  and  we  with  him.  It  is  true,  I 
thought  the  keeping  Colonel  De  Haas  from  Sorel  was 
wrong,  but  only  supposed  it  an  error  in  judgment,  as  I  did 
that  of  his  keeping  the  forces  in  too  great  numbers  at  the 
posts  up  country.  This  I  communicated  to  him  in  the 
most  friendly  manner,  which  he  accounted  for  in  a  way  that 
■convinced  me  that  he  acted  not  without  some  foundation ; 
though  I  think  it  would  have  been  better  had  it  not  been 
done.  Assure  yourself,  my  dear  General,  that  I  will  exert 
myself  in  cultivating  harmony  and  friendship  among  both 
officers  and  soldiers  in  the  Army  ;  and  that  I  am,  with  the 
most   profound  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  devoted, 


humble  servant, 


John  Sullivan. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  The  Brigade-Major  and  Adjutant  of  the  day  have 
this  moment  informed  me  that,  while  they  were  parading 
the  main  guard,  four  men  dropped  down  under  arms,  and 
appear  like  dead  men.  I  am  almost  distracted  with  the 
thoughts  of  losing  so  many  men  as  daily  go  off  by  sickness. 
I  shall  to-day  remove  from  this  infectious  place  to  Isle-la- 
Motte,  which  I  should  have  done  before  now,  had  not  too 
many  of  our  batteaus  gone  forward  with  the  sick  to  Crown, 
Point.     Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  Sullivan. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon,  July  2, .1776. 

Sir  :  Your  favour  of  25th  of  June  is  received.  Some 
strange  fatality  seems  to  attend  our  northern  Army.  Yet 
our  comfort  and  matter  for  rejoicing  is  the  same — that  the 
Lord  reigns.  I  trust  our  Army  is  able  to  keep  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Lake.  This  is  the  critical  time  when  every 
nerve  must  be  strained  for  our  security.  Agreeable  to  your 
request,  without  loss  of  time  expresses  were  sent  to  Nor- 
wich and  Middletown.  Captain  J.  Winslow  came  to  me 
yesterday.  I  furnished  him  with  an  agreement  and  fifty 
pounds  in  cash,  which  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  copy. 
1  have  taken  measures,  which  I  hope  will  prove  acceptable, 
in  the  best  manner  to  promote  the  undertaking  of  good  men 
for  the  service.  This  day  Captain  Jonathan  Lester  came 
to  me.  I  have  transacted  with  him  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  other.  I  doubt  not  they  will  begin  their  march  for 
Albany  the  beginning  of,  or  in  all  next  week.  The  former 
had  encouragement  from  ten  men,  before  he  came  to  me — 
the  latter  from  fifteen.  Doubt  not  they  will  engage  the  men 
soon.  I  promised  both  the  head  carpenters  to  recommend 
it  to  you  to  make  them  some  further  allowance  for  their 
extra  trouble  and  charge  in  raising  the  men,  which  appears 
to  me  highly  reasonable.  I  trust  you  will  find  them  sub- 
stantial, valuable,  skilful  men,  very  suitable  for  your  purpose. 
The  forces  raising  for  the  Northern  Department  are  forward- 
ing with  diligence ;  they  will  begin  their  march  by  parties, 
Brigadier-General  Waterhury  will  be  with  you  soon.  The 
route  is  ordered  in  manner  you  directed.  I  have  given  di- 
rections concerning  the  prisoners  mentioned  in  yours.  There 
are  two  or  three  young  persons — one  the  son  of  Captain 
Lester,  the  other  belonging  to  Captain  Winslow,  and  another 
to  a  good  workman — whom  I  would  recommend  to  your 
notice  and  a  suitable  allowance.  Cleansing  the  Army  from 
the  infection  of  the  small-pox  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 
Certainly  it  is  not  difficult  to  be  done.  Let  me  know,  by 
first  opportunity,  the  measures  taken  for  that  purpose. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  obedient, 
humble  servant,  Jonathan  Trumbull. 

To  the  Hon.  Major-General  Schuyler. 
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CONNECTICUT    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety,  at 
Lebanon,  Tuesday,  July  2,  1776: 

Present :  His  Honour  the  Governour,  Eiiphelet  Dyar, 
Jabez  Huntington,  fVitliam  Williams,  Titus  Hosmer,  Jere- 
miah Elclerkin,  Nathaniel  Wales,  Williain  Hillhouse,  and 
Benjamin  Huntington,  Esquires. 

Considered  the  price  at  wiiich  Gunpowder  at  our  Mills 
should  be  sold,  when  disposed  of,  Sic;  and  allowed  and 
voted,  that,  fOr  the  present,  the  price  be  fixed  at  5s.  4d. 

One  Major  Griswold  and  Captain  Marsh  are  present, 
a  Committee  from  Lebanon,  Hartford,  &c.,  and  twelve 
Towns  in  the  Cohoss,  so  called,  pressing  for  Powder,  Stc, 
under  their  apprehensions  from  Canada,  Stc. 

Voted,  That  they  be  allowed  to  receive  and  purchase  at 
Elderkin  fy  Wales's  Mill,  eight  hundred  pounds  of  Gun- 
powder, at  the  rate  of  5s.  4t/.,as  agreed  on,  for  cash  or  good 
security,  payable  in  a  short  time. 

Order  given  ;  and  that  they  may  receive  at  the  Furnace 
at  Middktown  one  thousand  pounds  of  Lead,  at  the  price 
of  6rf.,  as  below. 

And  Voted,  That  the  price  of  Lead  for  the  present  be 
6d.  per  pound;  and  orders  given  accordingly  to  Griswold 
and  Marsh. 

On  Application  from  Blanford,  &.c. : 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Dunn,  applying  in  behalf  of 
said  Town,  may  be  supplied  by  Colonel  Pitkin,  at  his  Mill 
at  Hartford,  with  sixty-seven  pounds  of  Gunpowder ;  the 
said  Hunti  paying  for  .the  same  at  the  rate  of  5s.  4rf.  per 
pound ;  said  Pitkin  to  receive  and  account  for  the  same. 

(Order  given,  and  delivered  said  Dunn.) 

Captain  Jonathan  Lester's  Account,  for  building  the 
Row-Galley  Shark,  amounting  to  £861  16s.  6|rf.,  in  the 
whole,  having  been  inspected  and  examined  by  a  sub-Com- 
mittee at  Hartford,  is  now  allowed.  He  had  received  by 
orders  from  this  Board  £100,  £300,  and  £4,  of  B.  H., 
Esq.  The  balance,  being  £455  5s.  1  l^d.,  is  ordered  now 
to  be  drawn  for.    (Order  given,  and  delivered  said  Lester.) 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Committee  of 
Pay-Table  in  favour  of  Captain  Jonathan  Lester,  for  the 
sum  of  £50,  as  so  much  advance  pay  for  him  and  a  Com- 
pany of  twenty-five  Carpenters,  now  raising  under  him,  at 
the  request  of  General  Schuyler,  to  be  employed  at  or  about 
Crown  Point,  in  building  Batteaus,  &.C.,  Sic,  and  to  be  re- 
funded by  said  General  in  behalf  of  the  Congress. 

(Order  given.) 

Voted,  That  a  quantity  of  Lead,  belonging  to  Jonathan 
Kilbourn,  Esq.,  of  Colchester,  by  him  made  use  of  on  the 
■water-wheel  of  his  said  Mill,  shall  not  be  taken  from  him  for 
the  use  of  the  publick  until  actually  wanted,  and  then  to  be 
taken  by  the  Selectmen,  without  further  orders. 

(Order  given  him  accordingly.) 

Voted,  That  five  hundred  pounds  of  Gunpowder  be  de- 
livered and  ordered  for  the  use  of  the  Town  of  Fairfield, 
on  their  request,  to  be  received  of  Mr.  iV.  Shaw,  at  New- 
London,  and  to  be  by  them  accounted  for  to  the  Governour 
and  Company  of  the  Colony.  (Order  given.  Delivered  to 
Captain  Eiiphelet  Thorp,  present.) 

Voted,  That  Lieutenant-Colonel  Samuel  Mott  be  ap- 
pointed Colonel  of  the  First  Battalion  raising  for  the  northern 
service,  in  the  room  of  Colonel  John  Douglass,  resigned. 

Voted,  That  Major  Oliver  Smith  be  Lieutenant-Colonel 
of  the  Regiment  at  New-London,  instead  of  Colonel  Mott, 
promoted ;  and  that  Captain  John  Ely  be  Major  of  said 
Regiment,  in  the  room  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  pro- 
moted. 

Voted,  That  Major  Giles  Russell,  of  Colonel  Sheldon's 
Regiment,  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Colonel  Sage's  Regi- 
ment, instead  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Danielson,  resigned. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Waterman  Cleft  be  Major  of  Colo- 
nel Sheldon's  Regiment,  in  the  room  of  Major  Russell, 
promoted  to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  said  Regiment. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Edward  Mott  be  appointed  Major 
of  Colonel  Gay's  Regiment,  in  the  room  of  Major  Gallup, 
resigned. 

A  Resolve  for  ordering  three  Regiments  of  Horse,  &c. 

This  Board,  taking  into  consideration  the  contents  of  a 
Letter  from  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  of  the  28th 


of  June  last,  laid  before  them  by  his  Honour  the  Governour, 
informing  of  his  having  certain  advice  that  a  Fleet  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  sail  left  Halifax  the  9th  ultimo,  bound 
iov  New-York,  and  that  General  Ho%ve  was  then  already 
arrived  at  the  Hook,  and  pressing,  in  the  most  earnest  man- 
ner, that  not  one  moment's  time  may  be  lost  in  sending 
forward  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  &z.c. ;  and  considering 
also  the  contents  of  several  Letters  very  lately  received  from 
the  honourable  President  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
urging  the  same  thing  in  strong  and  pressing  terms ;  con- 
sidering also  that  the  several  Battalions  of  Militia  ordered 
by  the  last  General  Assembly  to  be  raised  for  the  relief  and 
support  of  the  Army  at  New-York,  by  inevitable  difficulties 
of  preparation,  are  not,  and  it  is  feared  cannot  be  ready  so 
as  to  arrive  at  New-York  seasonably  for  the  expected  attack 
of  the  enemy,  and,  should  that  be  the  case,  the  event  may 
prove  fatal  to  the  cause  oi  American  liberty,  which  this 
continent  has  so  long  struggled  with  great  zeal  and  expense 
to  support  and  defend, — in  this  critical  situation  no  efforts 
can  be  too  great,  and  nothing  should  be  unattempted  which 
may  tend  to  strengthen  and  serve  a  cause  on  which  the  all 
of  America  depends : 

It  is,  therefore.  Resolved  and  Ordered,  by  this  Board, 
That  the  three  Regiments  of  Light-Horse,  lately  established, 
and  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  River,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  ordered  and  directed  forthwith  to  set  forward  and 
march  to  New-York,  well  equipped  and  furnished,  for  the 
assistance  and  succour  of  the  Army  there,  and  to  be  under 
the  conmiand  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  that  depart- 
ment ;  to  remain  till  such  time  as  the  Battalions  ordered  by  . 
the  General  Assembly  for  that  service  shall  arrive,  and  no 
longer  than  the  General  Assembly  shall  judge  necessary, 
and  they  can  be  orderly  dismissed.  And  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  their  ready  exertion  and  services,  the  said  Troops 
may  expect  such  reasonable  pay,  wages,  and  allowance,  as 
the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  or  the  General  As- 
sembly, in  their  wisdom  and  justice,  shall  appoint  and  allow; 
and  they  need  not  fear  but  the  same  will  be  just  and  satis- 
factory. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of 
£1000  be  advanced  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  to  assist 
them  in  their  march,  and  to  be  accounted  for  on  settlement 
of  their  Pay-Rolls ;  and  that  the  same  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Seymour,  to  be  properly  dis- 
tributed for  that  purpose. 

And  it  is  further  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Thomas  Seymour,  chief  officer  of  said  Regiment  of 
Light- Horse  in  the  absence  of  Colonel  Silliman,  be,  .and  he 
is  hereby,  ordered  and  directed  to  transmit  necessary  orders 
for  the  purposes  hereof  to  the  several  Majors  of  said  Regi- 
ments, and  other  proper  officers,  and  to  use  his  utmost  efforts, 
in  conjunction  with  them,  to  hasten  the  preparation  and 
march  of  said  Troops,  and  to  lead  and  conduct  them,  under 
their  other  proper  officers,  in  and  for  the  service  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  July  3,  1776. 

Governour  and  Council  met.  Present  the  same  as  yester- 
day. Many  things  considered,  &£c.,  and  persons  coming  in. ' 

Voted,  An  Order  of  £1000  on  the  Pay-Table,  in  favour 
of  Colonel  T.  Seymour,  to  be  divided  and  improved  to  as- 
sist the  march  of  the  Regiments  of  Horse,  ordered  to  New- 
York,  as  yesterday.    (The  Order  drawn  and  sent.) 

Letters  prepared  and  sent  to  General  Schuyler,  in  an- 
swer to  his  requesting  Carpenters,  &lc.,  Sic. 

Letters  and  Orders  to  Colonel  Seymour,  relating  to  the 
Regiment  of  Horse,  and  necessary  directions,  8ic.  Sent 
per  General  Schuyler's  Post. 

Letters  to  General  Washington,  infotmmg  of  the  measure 
of  sending  the  Troops  of  Horse  ;  to  Colonel  Silliman,  Com- 
missary Trumbull,  &;c. 

Letters  of  Marque,  &.C.,  prepared  for  Captain  Thorp, 
present,  part  owner  of  the  Privateer  Broome. 

An  Account  of  Ebenezer  Ledyard,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Park 
Avery,  a  Committee  who  built  the  Fort  at  Groton,  laid  in, 
examined,  and  adjusted,  and  allowed  thereon  the  sum  of 
£265  7s.  9d.,  in  discharge  thereof. 

And  Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  and  delivered  Mr. 
Ledyard. 
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On  application  of  Captain  George  Elliott,  of  Killing- 
worth, 

Voted,  That  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  Powder 
be  delivered  tlie  Selectmen  of  Killingworth,  by  Mr.  Shaw, 
they  paying  liim  for  the  use  of  the  Colony  at  the  rate  of  5s. 
4d.  per  pound,  and  said  Shaw  to  account  with  the  Colony 
therefor. 

(Order  given.     Delivered  Captain  George  Elliott.) 

Voted,  (on  application  by  Lieutenant  Johti  Mills,  Com- 
mander of  the  party  stationed  at  Black-Rock  Fort  at  Fair- 
field, for  and  on  account  of  Billeting,  premium  for  Guns, 
Blankets,  &ic.,  first  month's  pay  and  wages  of  his  said  party,) 
viz :  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay-Table  on  the 
above  Account,  for  the  sum  of  £200,  to  be  accounted  for  on 
settlement  of  the  Pay-Roll  of  said  Company  or  party. 

(An  Order  drawn,  and  delivered  said  Lieutenant  Mills.) 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Jabez  Huntington  send  to  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Shaw,  of  New-London,  one  ton  of  the  Cannon 
Powder  lately  ordered  to  his  care  from  Elderkin  ^  Wales's 
Powder-Mill. 

He  present,  received  it  verbally,  &c. 

Oliver  Coit  is  appointed  Captain  of  a  Company  at  New- 
London,  in  the  room  of  Edward  Mott,  promoted  ;  William 
Latham  First  Lieutenant,  in  room  of  said  Coit ;  William 
Whitney  Second  Lieutenant  of  said  Company,  in  room  of 

said  Latham ;  and  James Ensign  of  said  Company, 

in  room  of  said  Whitney. 

Appointed  Lieutenant  Martin  Kirtland  Captain  of  a 
Company  at  New-London,  in  room  of  Captain  John  Ely, 
promoted ;  Daniel  Platts  First  Lieutenant  of  said  Company, 
in  room  of  said  Kirtland ;  Adriel  Ely  Second  Lieutenant 
of  said  Company,  in  room  of  said  Platts ;  Daniel  Kirtland 
Ensign  of  said  Company,  in  room  of  said  Ely,  promoted. 

Appointed  Adam  Shapley  Captain  of  a  Company  at 
New-London,  in  the  room  of  Colonel  Saltonstall,  who  hath 
resigned  as  Captain  of  the  same ;  John  Hempstead,  Jun., 
First  Lieutenant  of  said  Company,  in  room  of  said  Shapley; 
Richard  Chapman  Second  Lieutenant  of  said  Company,  in 
room  of  said  Hempstead ;  Nathaniel  Richards  Ensign  of 
said  Company,  in  room  of  said  Chapman,  promoted. 

Appointed  Nathan  Palmer  Captain  of  the  Company  at 
Stonington,  in  New-London  station,  in  the  room  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Smith,  promoted ;  John  Belcher  First  Lieu- 
tenant, in  the  room  of  said  Palmer,  promoted ;  Clement 
Miner  Second  Lieutenant  of  said  Company,  in  room  of 
said  Belcher,  promoted  ;  Moses  Palmer  Second  Ensign  of 
said  Company,  in  room  of  said  Miner,  promoted. 

Appointed  fVilliam  Ledyard  a  Captain  of  a  Company 
of  Matrosses,  to  be  raised  at  Groton  and  New-London, 
to  serve  in  the  Forts  there.     (Copies  given.) 

Appointed  Nathaniel  Saltonstall  Captain  of  another  Com- 
pany of  Matrosses,  to  be  raised  at  said  places,  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid.    (Copy  given  for  Officers.) 

Colonel  Samuel  Mott  laid  in  his  Account  for  reconnoitring 
the  Harbours  of  New-London,  Stonington,  &;c.,  and  the 
Fortifications,  places  for  fortifying,  in  surveying  and  plan- 
ning, in  attending  to  the  works,  &tc.:  105  days,  or  three  and 
a  half  months,  at  £12 — £42;  14  weeks'  board  and  Horse 
keeping,  at  15s. — £10  10s. ;  deducting  £4  16s.  by  him  for 
charges,  after  he  was  in  another  commission,  the  remainder 
being  £48  14s.,  and  an  Order  given  said  Mott. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  at 
New-London  remove  such  number  of  the  Cannon  from  the 
old  Fort  at  New-London  to  Mamacoick,  at  his  discretion, 
for  the  preservation  and  security  of  the  same. 

Voted  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nathaniel  Shaw  deliver 
to  the  Commanding  Officer  at  New-London,  or  to  Colonel 
Smith,  for  the  use  of  the  Fort  at  Stonington,  five  hundred 
pounds  of  Cannon  Powder,  taking  proper  receipts  therefor. 

(Order  given,  and  delivered  Colonel  Smith.) 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay-Table  in 
favour  of  Captain  Samuel  Mather,  for  the  sum  of  £330,  in 
so  far  payment  of  the  pay,  allowance  and  wages,  &c.,  of  his 
Company  at  New-London,  and  to  be  accounted  for  on  set- 
tlement of  his  Pay-Roll. 

(Order  given,  and  delivered  Captain  Mather.) 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion for  New-London  and  Groton  do  forthwith  remove  the 
horned  Cattle,  Sheep  and  Swine  from  Fisher's  Island  to  the 


main,  leaving  necessary  working  Oxen,  Cows,  Sheep,  and 
Swine,  for  the  use  of  the  families  there,  at  their  discretion  ; 
that  they  cause  them  to  be  appraised  by  indifff-rent,  judicious 
men,  under  oath,  at  tiieir  present  just  value  in  money  ;  that 
the  amount  of  sucli  appraisment  be  paid  out  of  the  Colony 
Treasury  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  said  stock  ;  and  that 
said  Committee  sell  and  dispose  of  such  slock,  at  a  reason- 
able price,  in  behalf  of  the  Colony,  rendering  their  account 
of  such  sale,  and  how  they  shall  execute  this  order,  to  his 
Honour  tiie  Governour,  as  soon  as  may  be ;  and  also  ad- 
vising Colonel  Champion,  Deputy  Commissary,  when  they 
remove  such  stock,  that  he  may  purchase  such  part  of  the 
same  as  may  be  fit  and  proper  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 
(Copy  sent  by  Colonel  Smith.) 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  July  4,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  present  the  same  as  yes- 
terday. 

The  Governour  received  Letters  last  night  from  General 
Schuyler,  Mr.  Trumbull,  he. 

Captain  Herrick  is  here  from  the  frontier  Towns,  who 
are  under  great  fears  and  distress,  and  soliciting  relief.  The 
matter  discoursed,  &;c.,  and  seems  most  proper  to  write  Gene- 
ral Washington  on  the  subject,  moving  to  have  a  Conti- 
nental Regiment  raised  thereabouts,  &tc.,  and  suggesting  the 
advantage  of  an  established  Militia  there,  &.c.,  &.c. 

A  Letter  is  prepared  for  Mr.  Jlosm^r. 

Captain  Joseph  Marsh  (late  Captain  Marsh,  of  this 
Town,  now  of  Hartford,  on  the  frontiers,  Member  of  the 
York  Congress)  came  in  from  New-York,  and  gave  large 
accounts  of  the  conduct  of  affairs  there,  &;c. 

Captain  Thomas  Stanton,  of  the  Galley  Shark,  exhibited 
his  Account  of  many  sundries  for  and  about  said  Galley,  of 
£95.9s.  6d.,  and  Tilley's  Bill  for  Rigging,  Stc,  £34  2s.  2d. ; 
total,  £129  1  Is.  8d.,  and  is  allowed  ;  and  ordered  that  the 
said  sum  be  drawn  for.     (Order  given.) 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay-Table  for 
Captain  Thomas  Stanton  for  £100,  to  be  by  him  improved 
in  purchasing  Provisions  and  necessaries  for  the  Galley,  and 
render  his  account  thereof. 

(Order  given,  and  delivered  said  Stanton.) 

Voted,  That  six  barrels  o{  Montserrat  Sulphur  Ore,  now 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Mumford,  on  account  of  the 
General  Congress,  may  properly  be  delivered  to,  and  for  the 
use  of  Messrs.  Elderkin  &/•  Wales's  Powder-Mill,  they  ac- 
counting therefor  to  said  Congress. 

Whereas  this  Board  are  informed  that  vessels  loaded  with 
Provisions  frequently  pass  down  the  Sound,  and  go  out  to 
sea  in  this  critical  time,  when  the  coasts  are  lined  with  ships 
of  our  enemies,  who  are  in  great  need  of  our  Provisions, 
and  without  which  they  cannot  carry  on  their  hostile  designs 
against  us ;  and  very  many  of  our  provision  vessels  having 
already  fallen  into  their  hands,  and  much  of  their  support 
having  been  received  and  derived  that  way,  and  the  danger 
at  this  time  of  their  being  taken  being  greater  than  ever : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Captain  Niles, 
of  the  Colony's  armed  Schooner  Fly,  now  lying  in  the  Har- 
bour of  New-London,  or  the  commander  of  any  other  armed 
vessel  belonging  to  this  Colony,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
directed  to  seize  and  bring  into  port  any  such  provision  vessel 
or  vessels  which  he  or  they  may  be  able  to  discover  and  take, 
in  or  about  said  harbour,  offing  or  sound,  bound  to  sea,  and 
the  same  hold  and  detain ;  and  make  report  of  the  circum- 
stances, cargo,  and  destination  of  such  vessel  or  vessels,  the 
master's  name,  place  of  abode,  owner's  name,  the  license 
by  which  they  have  sailed,  &;c.,  to  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nour, and  take  his  directions  relative  to  the  proceeding  or 
further  destination  of  such  vessel :  Provided,  nevertheless, 
That  if  any  such  vessel,  so  taken,  shall  be  furnished  with 
papere,  clearances,  or  authority  from  the  honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress,  allowing  such  vessel  to  proceed  to  the  port 
of  her  destination,  such  vessel  is  not  to  be  hindered  or  de- 
tained by  said  Captain  or  commander,  anything  herein  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.      (Copy  given.) 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Captain  Thomas  StanioTi, 
of  the  Colony  Row-Galley  Shark,  shall  and  may,  from  time 
to  time,  have  and  receive  a  supply  of  salted  Beef  and  Pork, 
Bread  and  Flour,  sufficient  for  the  support  of  the  Officers, 
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Sailors,  and  Marines,  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  on  board 
said  Galley,  of  Captain  John  Dcshon,  who  is  directed  to 
deliver  the  same ;  and  that  said  Stanton  provide  all  oilier 
necessaries  for  their  supply  ;  and  that  he  take  order  that  the 
same  be  dealt  out  to  them  ])rudently  and  carefully,  without 
s|K)il  or  waste,  with  such  fresh  Fish  as  they  take ;  and  that 
he  keep  a  just  and  exact  account  of  purchase  and  expendi- 
ture of  such  Provisions,  and  the  same  render  to  his  Honour 
the  Governour  at  tbe  end  of  two  months,  for  his  considera- 
tion and  further  orders  in  the  premises. 

Further,  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  said  Stanto7i, 
from  time  to  lime,  apply  to,  and  receive  of,  Mr.  iV.  Shaw, 
at  Neiv-London,  all  such  Powder,  Shot,  and  Military  Stores 
as  said  Shaiv  shall  judge  necessary  for  said  Galley. 

And  further.  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  said  Stanton, 
with  said  Galley,  do,  for  the  present,  and  until  further  orders, 
make  the  Harbour  of  Stonington  his  general  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, and  that  he  cruise  from  thence  through  Fishers 
Lland  Sound  as  far  westward  a.s  New-London  Harbour, 
and  east  and  south  of  Fisher's  Island,  when  opportunity 
presents  that  he  may  do  it  with  prudence,  and  that  he  ob- 
serve and  obey  such  signals  as  Captain  Harding,  in  the 
Colony  Brig  Defence,  and  Captain  Mies,  in  the  armed 
Schooner  Sj}y,  or  other  his  superior  officers,  from  time  to 
time,  shall  appoint  and  make  to  him.  (Order  given  for 
£  100.    Also,  Order  given,  sent  by  Mr.  B.  Huntington.) 

Allowed  an  Account  of  Samuel  Wheat,  of  Norwich,  viz : 
to  said  Daniel  Lattimer,  Sic,  to  carting  four  Guns  and  one 
load  of  Carriages  to  Nonoich,  for  use  of  the  Schooner,  £3 
\Qs.     An  Order  to  be  drawn  accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 


WALTER    SPOONEB   TO    GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Watertown,  July  2,  1776. 

Mat  it  please  your  Excellency  :  The  General  Court, 
in  compliance  with  the  resolve  of  Congress,  appointed  Com- 
mittees to  go  into  the  several  Counties  of  Plymouth,  Bristol, 
Worcester,  and  Berkshire,  to  raise  from  the  Militia  two  thou- 
sand men,  destined  to  New-York,  a  copy  of  which  resolve 
we  enclose  you.  And  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  the  General  Assembly  sent  away 
expresses  to  their  several  Committees  appointed  to  raise  the 
men  destined  for  New-  York,  pressing  them  to  forward  their 
march  with  all  expedition,  and  we  hope  it  will  not  be  long 
before  they  will  join  you. 

Wishing  you  success  in  all  your  enterprises,  in  the  name 
and  by  order  of  the  General  Assembly,  1  am  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Walter  Spooner. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,Commander- 

b-Chief  of  the  Forces  of  the  United  Colonies,  New-  York. 


COLONEL   JOSHUA  WENTWOBTH    TO    GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Portemoulh,  July  2,  1776. 

Sir:  I  was  honoured  with  your  favour  of  loth  ultimo 
per  post,  enclosing  resolves  of  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress,  which  fully  answers  the  purpose  of  my  request  to 
Stephen  Moylan,  Esq.,  and  shall  pursue  a  mode  consistent 
to  the  resolves.  And  as  they  point  the  line  of  duty,  shall  omit 
troubling  your  Excellency  any  further.  I  should  not  have 
been  so  pressing  to  Mr.  Moylan  had  I  been  possessed  of  the 
Continental  resolves  previous  to  your  Excellency's  favouring 
me  with  diem. 

I  am  informed  the  gentlemen  that  petitioned  the  Congress 
have  not  received  any  determination ;  nor  do  I  suppose  the 
former  resolves  will  be  counteracted  to  avail  prejudicial  to 
the  captore. 

The  agents  of  your  Excellency's  appointment  to  the  west- 
ward of  this  port,  I  hear,  are  confirmed  by  the  Continental 
Congress.  I  presume  to  solicit  your  Excellency's  recom- 
mendation for  my  confirmation,  if  you  still  diink  me  vvordiy 
of  that  trust.  I  am  the  more  induced  to  trouble  your  Excel- 
lency, as  I  was  first  honoured  with  your  commission,  and 
vainly  attempt  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  my  study  shall  be  to 
merit  the  confidence  of  the  continent ;  being,  with  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JosHOA  Wentworth. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE   COMMITTEE   OF   SAFETY  TO  CAPTAIN  GAGE. 

Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  Exeter,  July  2,  1776. 
To  Captain  James  Gage,  greeting: 

Pursuant  to  a  vote  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  direct- 
ing me  hereto,  I  do  hereby  require  you  forthwith  to  raise 
and  see  equipped  sixteen  men  out  of  the  company  under 
your  command,  to  be  ready  to  march  and  reinforce  General 
Sullivan,  supposed  to  be  at  Croivn  Point.  In  raising  which 
men  you  are  to  call  on  die  alarm-list  as  well  as  the  trained- 
band.  The  number  already  inlisted  and  passed  muster  (liv- 
ing within  the  bounds  of  your  town)  for  the  service  afore- 
said vou  are  to  consider  as  so  many  of  said  number,  and 
make  return  to  the  General  Committee  of  your  doings  therein 
with  all  despatch.  The  persons  appointed  Muster-Masters 
are  to  pay  each  man  the  sum  of  seven  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings as  a  bounty  to  equip  himself,  and  also  forty  shillings  for 
one  month's  advance  wages.  The  men  are  not  to  be  detained 
in  the  service  any  longer  than  the  1st  day  of  December  next, 
and  have  liberty  of  choosing  their  officers.  As  our  lives  and 
all  that  is  dear  to  us  depend  on  our  stopping  the  progress  of 
our  enemy's  Army  from  Canada  into  our  settlements,  lor  your 
own  and  your  country's  sake,  make  no  delay  in  pursuing  this 
important  business,  especially  as  there  is  the  greatest  proba- 
bility of  General  Sullivan's  maintaining  his  ground  at  that 
strong  pass,  and  defeating  the  enemy,  if  seasonably  rein- 
forced ;  which  must  disconcert  them,  as  they  cannot  recruit 
again  from  Europe  this  year. 

Nathaniel  Folsom,  Major-General. 

Amherst,  July  24,  1776. 

Colony  o/ New-Hampshire,  Hillsborough,  ss  : 

In  obedience  to  the  within  order,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
raise  the  men,  but  have  got  but  ten,  several  of  the  men  that 
I  laid  it  upon  to  do  a  turn  absolutely  refusing  to  do  any- 
thing toward  going  or  hiring,  viz :  Joshua  Atherton,  John 
Hollon,  Ebenezer  Weston,  &tc.  Those  persons  being  those 
that  ought  to  do,  and  it  is  well  known  by  die  people,  there- 
fore others  will  not  do  anything  till  those  or  their  estates  have 

•^°"«  ^  ^"'^"-  James  Gage,  Captain. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of 
New-Hampshire. 

B.  REA  TO  GOVERNOUR  BULLOCK. 

Augusta,  Georgia,  July  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  your  Excellency  the 
copies  of  the  two  depositions  which  came  by  express  from 
Major  Williamson  yesterday,  likewise  a  copy  of  an  inter- 
cepted letter  from  Henry  Stuart  to  the  frontier  inhabitants 
o(  North- Carolina  and  Virginia. 

1  am  afraid  the  emissaries  of  Government  have  at  last  ac- 
complished their  hellish  designs  with  the  Ckerokees ;  yet  I 
believe  they  have  mistimed  matters,  as  I  hope  we  shall  be 
able  to  give  them  a  good  drubbing  before  they  can  get  assist- 
ance from  the  King's  troops  or  any  other  nation. 

Last  night  Major  Williamson  had  upwards  of  a  thousand 
men  imbodied,  and  in  a  few  days  expects  to  have  five,  when 
they  intend  marching  into  their  nation.  Should  this  happen, 
your  Excellency  will  doubtless  see  the  necessity  of  having 
some  force  on  the  frontiei-s  of  this  Province.  1  shall  order 
the  draft  that  has  been  made  of  this  regiment  to  Broad  Ri- 
ver and  Ogechee  as  soon  as  possible,  but  not  to  go  over  the 
line  until  1  receive  your  Excellency's  ordei-s,  which  I  shall 
wait  for  with  impatience.  I  shall  likewise  be  glad  to  know 
how  far  we  are  to  act  in  concert  with  the  Carolinians,  or 
if  we  are  only  to  guard  our  own  frontiers. 

I  have  not  heard  from  the  Creeks  for  some  time  past. 
The  last  accounts  were  fiivourable.  I  mentioned  to  your 
Excellency  some  time  ago  our  intention  of  carrying  two  In- 
dians to  Ninety-Six,  which  I  did.  They  saw  a  poor  fellow 
suffer  death,  and  we  have  since  sent  them  off  to  their  nation 
perfecdy  satisfied. 

I  am,  with  due  respect,  your  Excellency's  very  humble 


servant, 


R.  Re;i 


To  His  Excellency  A.  Bullock,  Esq. 


South-Carolina,  Ninety-Six  District: 

Personally  appeared  Aaron  Smith,  son  of  Captain  Aaron 
Smith,  of  Little  River,  in  said  District,  Planter,  who,  being 
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duly  sworn,  maketh  oalh,  that  this  morning  about  daybreak 
a  number  of  Indians,  about  eight  or  ten  in  number,  came  to 
his  father's  house  and  killed  him  and  Lorick  Smith,  his  son, 
and  fired  upon  him  and  his  brother,  who  made  their  escape, 
and  that  he  believes  ail  the  rest  of  the  family  are  killed. 

Aaron  Smith. 
Sworn  before  me  this  1st  day  of  July,  1776,  eight  o'clock 

in  the  morning :  in  i  v 

°  John  1  urves,  J.  r. 

N.  B.  This  Littk  River  is  in  SotUh- Carolina,  six  miles 
from  the  Indian  land. 

South-Carijlina,  Ninety-Six  District : 

Before  me,  John  Purves,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  said  District,  personally  appeared  David  Shettroe,  of 
Keoivee,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  maketh  oath,  that  yester- 
day morning,  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  first  cock 
crew,  two  Indians  came  to  his  house  on  the  river  bank,  near 
Fort  Prince  George,  and  called  to  him  to  get  uj),  which  he 
did,  and  opened  the  door,  when  they  came  in,  and  asked  for 
water,  which  he  gave  them.  The  youngest  of  the  two,  named 
the  Glass,  desired  him  to  make  some  fire,  that  he  might  see  ; 
the  other  named  the  Terrapin.  As  he  went  up  to  the  chimney 
to  blow  up  the  fire,  the  Glass  laid  hold  of  him,  and  told  him 
he  was  his  slave,  it  was  very  bad  times,  the  white  people 
were  going  to  break  out,  and  he  should  not  run  away  from 
him.  Then  the  Terrapin  stepped  up  to  an  old  man  named 
William  McTeer,  who  was  lying  on  the  floor,  and  told 
him  he  was  his  slave,  and  must  go  along  with  him.  They 
drove  this  deponent  and  McTeer  before  them  until  they 
came  to  the  house  of  Mr.  James  Holmes,  in  Keowee,  where 
he  saw  a  great  number  of  the  Lower  Towns  Cherokee  In- 
dians, where  they  had  taken  Mr.  Holmes  and  his  wife  and  a 
white  child  prisoners,  also  Thomas  Holmes,  John  Lammas 
and  his  wife,  and  two  of  their  children,  (boys,)  and  a  man 
that  had  gone  from  Enoree  on  business ;  that  while  he  staid 
there  they  also  brought  one  John  Garrick  and  a  man  that 
came  from  Rocky-Run,  prisoners;  that  the  Indians  took 
all  Mr.  Holmes's  effects,  drank  as  much  rum  as  thgy  chose, 
and  then  stove  a  hogshead,  and  let  the  rum  that  was  in  it 
run  out ;  that  about  dawn  of  day  the  Indians  drove  all  the 
white  people  out  of  the  house,  and  sent  a  party  up  the 
river  with  them  to  guard  them,  except  this  deponent,  who 
stayed  and  saw  them  plunder  Mr.  Holmes's  house.  The  fel- 
low who  took  this  deponent  prisoner  gave  him  two  deer- 
skins, and  told  him  to  make  shoes  for  liimself,  to  walk  over 
the  hill  to  Mr.  Cameron's,  for  he  must  go  with  him  there ; 
that  during  his  confinement  one  Ratcliff,  a  white  man,  kept 
riding  about  among  the  Indians,  laughing  and  scoffing  at  the 
prisoners ;  that  an  Indian  fellow  told  him  when  in  confine- 
ment that  George  Parris,  a  half-breed,  was  gone  down  to 
acquaint  the  King's  people  over  Saluda  to  come  to  join  the 
Indians  to  help  and  to  fight  for  the  King;  that  the  Indian 
who  pretended  to  be  this  deponent's  master  sending  him  to 
hunt  a  horse  for  him  to  ride  about  two  hours  before  sunset 
yesterday,  he  made  his  escape  from  them.  Further,  that  he 
saw  them  bring  several  guns,  pipe-hatchets,  and  sundry  other 
effects,  the  property  of  Edward  fftlkinson.  Esquire,  to  the 
house  where  he  was  taken,  and  that  he  was  in  the  employ 
o[  Edward  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  and  that  he  cannot  write. 


Sworn  before  me, 

June  30,  1776. 


DAVln   X  Shettroe. 

mark. 

John  Purves,  J.  P. 


May  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Some  time  ago  Mr.  Cameron  and  myself 
wrote  you  a  letter  by  Mr.  Thomas,  and  enclosed  you  a  talk 
we  had  with  the  Indians  respecting  the  purchase  which  is 
reported  you  lately  made  of  them  on  the  River  Wattao-a, 
Nolachuckey,  &c.  We  are  since  informed  that  you  are  un- 
der great  apprehensions  of  the  Indians  doing  mischief  imme- 
diately, but  it  is  not  the  desire  of  his  Majesty  to  set  his  friends 
and  allies  (the  Indians)  on  his  liege  subjects ;  therefore, 
whoever  of  you  that  are  willing  to  join  his  Majesty's  forces, 
as  soon  as  they  arrive  at  the  Cherokee  nation,  by  repairin"- 
to  the  King's  standard,  shall  find  protection,  and  their  fami- 
lies, and  be  free  from  all  danger  whatever.  Yet,  that  his 
Majesty's  officers  may  be  certain  which  of  you  are  willing  to 
take  up  arms  in  his  Majesty's  just  right,  1  have  thought  fit 


to  recommend  it  to  you,  and  every  one  that  is  desirous  of 
preventing  inevitable  ruin  to  themselves  and  families,  imme- 
diately to  subscribe  a  written  paper  acknowledging  their 
allegiance  to  his  Majesty  King  George,  and  that  they  are 
ready  and  willing,  whenever  called  on,  to  appear  in  arms  in 
defence  of  the  British  right  in  America,  which  paper,  as 
soon  as  it  is  signed,  send  to  me  by  some  safe  hand.  Should 
any  of  the  inhabitants  be  desirous  of  knowing  how  they  are 
to  be  kept  free  from  every  kind  of  insult  or  danger,  inform 
them  that  his  Majesty  will  immediately  land  an  army  ia 
West  Floiida,  march  them  through  the  Creek  to  the  Chick- 
asaw nation,  where  five  hundred  warriors  from  each  nation 
are  to  join  them,  and  then  come  by  Chote,  who  have  pro- 
mised their  assistance,  and  then  to  take  possession  of  tlie 
frontiers  of  North- Carolina  and  Virginia,  at  the  same  time 
that  his  Majesty's  forces  make  a  diversion  on  the  sea-coasts 
of  those  Provinces.  Jf  any  of  the  inhabitants  have  any  beef 
cattle,  flour,  pork,  or  horses^  to  spare,  they  shall  have  a  good 
price  for  them  by  applying  to  us  as  soon  as  his  Majesty's 
troops  are  imbodied. 

1  am  youi-s,  &.C.,  he,  Henry  Stuart.* 

Wattaga  : 

This  day  Nathan  Read  came  before  me,  one  of  the  Jus- 
tices of  Wattaga,  and  made  oath,  on  the  Holy  Evangelists 
of  Almighty  God,  that  a  stranger  came  up  to  Charles  Robin- 
son's gate  yesterday  evening ;  who  he  was  he  did  not  know, 
and  delivered  a  letter,  a  true  copy  of  which  is  above. 

John  Carter. 


Sworn  before  me  the  19th  of  May,  1776. 


Attest : 


James  Smith. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    CAPTAIN    NATHANIEL 

SMITH. 
[No.  56.]  Annapolis,  July  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  are  requested  to  send  to  the  Council  of  Safety 
as  soon  as  possible  an  account  of  all  the  cannon  and  swivel 
guns  at  Baltimore  belonging  to  the  Province,  as  well  those 
that  are  mounted  at  the  fortifications  as  those  that  are  not, 
and  their  weight  of  metal.     We  are,  Stc. 

To  Captain  Nathaniel  Smith. 


president    of    congress    to    PHILADELPHIA    CdMMITTEE. 

Philadelphia,  July  3,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  You  are  so  well  acquainted  with  the  critical 
and  alarming  state  of  our  publick  affairs,  that  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  use  arguments  to  press  you  to  a  compliance  with  any 
resolves  of  Congress  calculated  to  promote  the  cause  of 
liberty  in  the  United  Colonies  of  America ;  I  am  therefore 
to  request,  by  order  of  Congress,  that  the  troops  you  are 
raising  to  form  the  flying-camp  may  be  sent  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  with  the  utmost  expedition.  That  they  may 
arrive  the  sooner,  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress  you  w  ill  send 
them  by  battalions,  or  detachments  of  battalions,  or  com- 
panies, as  fast  as  raised.     I  am  persuaded  the  Committee 

*  EXTRACT  OF  A  I.STTEH  FROM  CHARLE8T0WK,  BOnTH-CABOUVA,  OATSD 

jULr  21,  1776. 

You  are  undoubtedly  informed  before  this  that  the  detestable  villain, 
Stuari,  has  prevailed  upon  the  Cheroheea  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against 
our  countrymen.  This,  howrever,  does  not  in  the  least  intimidate  us. 
Our  people  march  forth  against  the  savages  with  all  the  alacrity  and 
cheerfulness  you  can  conceive,  and  with  a  full,  determined  resolution  to 
extirpate  the  whole  tribe.  The  damage  done  to  us  by  them  is  trifling, 
A  number  of  the  heads  of  the  Tories  in  this  Province,  when  they  hcarj 
of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Indians,  wrote  to  our  Govcrnour,  and  told 
him  that  they  never  dreamt  the  King  would  descend  to  such  low  and  dia- 
bolical designs ;  that  they  were  now  willing  to  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  assist  their  brethren  in  .America.  These  are  men  of  influence 
on  the  frontiers,  and  will  be  very  useful  against  the  Indians. 

July  27th. — In  a  little  brush  with  the  Indians  the  other  day  onr  peo- 
ple were  successful — killed,  wounded,  and  took  prisoners  a  considerable 
number.  Colonel  Mcintosh,  of  Georgia,  with  a  party  of  lus  regiment, 
went  out  a  few  days  ago  to  reconnoitre  the  situation  of  the  two  young 
Wrights,  who  arc  posted  on  St.  Mary's  River,  which  separates  Florida 
from  Georgia,  When  he  came  within  two  miles  of  their  fort,  he  was 
fired  on  from  an  out-post  of  theirs.  Our  Colonel  returned  the  five,  killed 
one,  and  look  nine  prisoners,  upon  which  the  fort  fired  an  alarm-gun. 
The  man-of-war  below  hearing  this,  immediately  detached  a  barge  with  a 
Lieutenant  and  nine  men.  All  these  the  Colonel  thought  proper  to  seize 
upon.  In  the  brig  lately  taken  here  with  Highlanders  on  board  was 
found  about  six  hundred  pounds  sterling  worth  of  goods. 

July  31. — There  is  now  an  expedition  determined  on  to  Ftorida,vt\»ta 
the  enemy  have  about  one  thousand  men  posted  at  St.  Augustine. 
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of  Philadelphia  will  strain  every  nerve  to  comply  with  this 
requisition  of  Congress  with  all  the  despatch  which  the 
infinite  importance  of  the  present  situation  of  our  affairs  re- 
quires. 

i  iiave  the  honour  to  he,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Committee  of  Philadelphia. 

(Same  to  the  Committee  of  Chester  County,  to  the  Committee  of  Sticks 
County,  to  tlic  Committee  of  Serks  County,  to  the  Committee  of 
JVoilhamploti  County,  to  the  Committee  of  ionais/«r  County,  to  the 
Committee  of  Vorh  County,  aiid  to  the  Committee  of  Cumberland 
County.) 

JOHN    ADAMS    TO    MRS.    ADAMS. 

Philadelphia,  July  3,  1776. 

Your  favour  of  17th  June,  dated  at  Plymouth,  was  handed 
me  by  yesterday's  post.  I  was  much  pleased  to  find  that 
you  had  taken  a  journey  to  Plymouth  to  see  your  friends,  in 
the  long  absence  of  one  whom  you  may  wish  to  see.  The 
excursion  will  be  an  amusement,  and  will  serve  your  health. 
How  happy  would  it  have  made  me  to  have  taken  this  jour- 
ney with  you. 

I  was  informed  a  day  or  two  before  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  that  you  were  gone  to  Plymouth,  by  Mrs.  Polly  Pal- 
mer, who  was  obliging  enough,  in  your  absence,  to  send  me 
the  particulars  of  the  expedition  to  the  lower  harbour  against 
the  men-of-war.  Her  narration  is  executed  with  a  precision 
and  perspicuity  which  would  have  become  the  pen  of  an 
accomplished  historian. 

I  am  very  glad  you  had  so  good  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
one  of  our  little  American  men-of-war.  Many  ideas  new  to 
you  must  have  presented  themselves  in  such  a  scene ;  and 
you  will  in  future  better  understand  the  relations  of  sea  en- 
gagements. 

I  rejoice  extremely  at  Dr.  Bulftnch's  petition  to  open  a 
Hospital ;  but  I  hope  the  business  will  be  done  upon  a 
larger  scale.  I  hope  that  one  Hospital  will  be  licensed  in 
every  County,  if  not  in  every  town.  1  am  happy  to  find 
you  resolved  to  be  with  the  children  in  the  first  class.  Mr. 
Whitney  and  Mrs.  Katy  d^uincy  are  cleverly  through  inocu- 
lation in  this  city. 

The  information  you  give  me  of  our  friend's  refusing  his 
appointment  has  given  me  much  pain,  grief,  and  anxiety. 
I  believe  I  shall  be  obliged  to  follow  his  example.  I  have 
not  fortune  enough  to  support  my  family,  and,  what  is  of 
more  importance,  to  support  the  dignity  of  that  exalted  sta- 
tion. It  is  too  high  and  lifted  up  for  me,  who  delight  in 
nothing  so  much  as  retreat,  solitude,  silence,  and  obscurity. 
In  private  life,  no  one  has  a  right  to  censure  me  for  follow- 
ing my  own  inclinations,  in  retirement,  simplicity,  and  fru- 
gality. In  publick  life  every  man  has  a  right  to  remark  as 
he  pleases ;  at  least  he  thinks  so. 

Yesterday  the  greatest  question  was  decided  which  ever 
was  debated  in  America,  and  a  greater  perhaps  never  was 
nor  will  be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed, 
without  one  dissenting  Colony,  "  that  these  United  Colonies 
are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  States ; 
and,  as  such,  they  have,  and  of  right  ought  to  have,  full 
power  to  make  war,  conclude  peace,  establish  commerce, 
and  to  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  other  States  may 
rightfully  do."  You  will  see,  in  a  few  days,  a  Declaration 
setting  forth  the  causes  which  have  impelled  us  to  this  mighty 
revolution,  and  the  reasons  which  will  justify  it  in  the  sight 
of  God  and  man.  A  plan  of  Confederation  will  be  taken 
up  in  a  few  days. 

When  I  look  back  to  the  year  1761,  and  recollect  the  ar- 
gument concerning  writs  of  assistance  in  the  Superior  Court, 
which  I  have  hitherto  considered  as  the  commencement  of 
this  controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  and 
run  through  the  whole  period,  from  that  time  to  this,  and 
recollect  the  series  of  pohtical  events,  the  chain  of  causes 
and  effects,  I  am  surprised  at  the  suddenness,  as  well  as 
greatness  of  this  revolution.  Britain  has  been  filled  with 
folly,  and  America  with  wisdom  ;  at  least  this  is  my  judg- 
ment. Time  must  determine.  It  is  the  will  of  Heaven  that 
the  two  countries  should  be  sundered  forever.  It  may  he 
the  will  of  Heaven  that  America  shall  suffer  calamities  still 
more  wasting  and  distresses  yet  more  dreadful.  If  this  is  to 
be  the  case,  it  will  have  this  good  effect  at  least,  it  will  in- 
spire us  with  many  virtues  which  we  have  not,  and  correct 


many  errors,  follies,  and  vices,  which  threaten  to  disturb,  dis- 
honour, and  destroy  us.  The  furnace  of  affliction  produces 
refinement  in  States  as  well  as  individuals.  And  the  new 
Governments  we  are  assuming  in  every  part  will  require  a 
purification  from  our  vices  and  an  nugmentation  of  our  virtues, 
or  they  will  be  no  blessings.  The  people  will  have  un- 
bounded power  ;  and  the  people  are  extremely  addicted  to 
corruption  and  venality,  as  well  as  the  great.  Bui  I  must 
submit  all  my  hopes  and  fears  to  an  overruling  Providence, 
in  which,  unfashionable  as  the  faith  may  be,  I  firmly  be- 
lieve. 


JOHN    ADAMS    TO    MRS.    ADAMS. 

Philadelphia,  July  3,  177fi. 

Had  a  Declaration  of  Independency  been  made  seven 
months  ago  it  would  have  been  attended  with  many  great 
and  glorious  effects.  We  might,  before  this  hour,  have 
formed  alliances  with  foreign  States.  We  should  have 
mastered  Q^icbeck  and  been  in  possession  of  Canada.  You 
will,  perhaps,  wonder  how  such  a  declaration  would  have 
influenced  our  affairs  in  Canada :  but  if  I  could  write  with 
freedom,  I  could  easily  convince  you  that  it  would,  and  ex- 
plain to  you  the  manner  how.  Many  gentlemen  in  high 
stations,  and  of  great  influence,  have  been  duped  by  the 
Ministerial  bubble  of  Commissioners  to  treat;  and,  in  real, 
sincere  expectation  of  this  event,  which  they  so  fondly  wish- 
ed, they  have  been  slow  and  languid  in  promoting  measures 
for  the  reduction  of  that  Province.  Others  there  are  in  the 
Colonies  who  really  wished  that  our  enterprise  in  Canada 
would  be  defeated,  that  the  Colonies  might  be  brought  into 
danger  and  distress  between  two  fires,  and  be  thus  induced 
to  submit.  Othei-s  really  wished  to  defeat  the  expedition 
to  Canada  lest  the  conquest  of  it  should  elevate  the  minds 
of  the  people  too  much  to  hearken  to  those  terms  of  recon- 
ciliation which,  they  believed,  would  be  offered  us.  These 
jarring  views,  wishes,  and  designs,  occasioned  an  opposition 
to  many  salutary  measures  which  were  proposed  for  the 
support  of  that  expedition,  and  caused  obstructions,  embar- 
rassments and  studied  delays,  which  have  finally  lost  us  the 
Province. 

All  these  causes,  however,  in  conjunction  would  not  have 
disappointed  us,  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  misfortune  which 
could  not  be  foreseen,  and  perhaps  could  not  have  been 
prevented — I  mean  the  prevalence  of  the  small-pox  among 
our  troops.  This  fatal  pestilence  completed  our  destruction. 
It  is  a  frown  of  Providence  upon  us  which  we  ought  to  lay 
to  heart. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  delay  of  this  Declaration  to 
this  time  has  many  great  advantages  attending  it.  The 
hopes  of  reconciliation,  which  were  fondly  entertained  by 
multitudes  of  honest  and  well-meaning,  though  weak  and 
mistaken  people,  have  been  gradually  and  at  last  totally  ex- 
tinguished. Time  has  been  given  for  the  whole  people 
maturely  to  consider  the  great  question  of  Independence, 
and  to  ripen  their  judgment,  dissipate  their  fears,  and  allure 
their  hopes,  by  discussing  it  in  newspapers  and  pamphlets ; 
by  debating  it  in  Assemblies,  Conventions,  Committees  of 
Safety  and  Inspection,  in  Town  and  County  meetings,  as 
well  as  in  private  conversations  ;  so  that  the  whole  people, 
in  every  Colony  of  the  Thirteen,  have  now  adopted  it  as 
their  own  act.  This  will  cement  the  Union,  and  avoid  those 
heats,  and  perhaps  convulsions,  which  might  have  been  oc- 
casioned by  such  a  declaration  six  months  ago. 

But  the  day  is  past.  The  2(\  day  of  July,  1776,  will  be 
the  most  memorable  epoch  in  the  history  of  America.  I 
am  apt  to  believe  that  it  will  be  celebrated  by  succeeding 
generations  as  the  great  anniversary  festival.  It  ought  to  be 
commemorated  as  the  day  of  deliverance,  by  solemn  acts  of 
devotion  to  God  Almighty.  It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with 
pomp  and  parade,  with  shows,  games,  sports,  guns,  bells, 
bonfires,  and  illuminations,  from  one  end  of  this  continent 
to  the  other,  from  this  time  forward,  forevermore. 

You  will  think  me  transported  with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am 
not.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  toil  and  blood  and  treasure 
that  it  will  cost  us  to  maintain  this  Declaration,  and  support 
and  defend  these  States.  Yet  through  all  the  gloom  I  can 
see  the  rays  of  ravishing  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that 
the  end  is  more  than  worth  all  the  means ;  and  that  posterity 
will  .triumph  in  that  day's  transaction,  even  although  we 
should  rue  it,  which  I  trust  in  God  we  shall  not. 
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CONGRESS    OF    NEW-JERSEY    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Burlington,  July  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  to  transmit  the  enclosed  Resolves, 
which  we  hope  will  answer  valuable  purposes. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  humble  servant. 
By  order  of  Congress : 

Samuel  Tucker,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, I^ew-York.  

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-Jersey, 
Burlington,  July  3,  177S. 

Ordered,  That  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-York  be 
empowered  to  apprehend  and  secure  such  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  that  Colony  who  have  removed  into  tliis  as  they  may 
think  necessary  for  the  publick  good  ;  and  all  persons  within 
this  Colony  are  desired  to  aid  ?ind  assist  in  the  execution  of 
such  orders  for  that  purpose  as  they  may  think  proper  to 
make. 

Ordered,  That  Stephen  Crane,  Lewu  Ogden,  and  Caleb 
Camp,  be  a  Secret  Committee  to  correspond  and  co-operate 
with  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
New-York;  and  that  the  said  Committee  be  vested  with 
power  to  issue  Warrants,  and  apprehend  and  confine  such 
person  or  persons  as  they  may  think  necessary  for  the  pub- 
lick  good. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

William  Patterson,  Secretary. 


P.  S.  At  the  Point  we  have  about  four  or  five  hundred 
men,  but  with  indifferent  arms  and  few  officers. 


GENERAL   LIVINGSTON   TO   GENERAL    MERCER. 

Elizabethtown,  July  3,  1776— six  o'clock  P.  M. 

Sir  :  With  respect  to  the  operations  of  the  enemy  last 
night  we  have  no  intelligence  at  all.  What  we  can  collect 
respecting  their  motions  to-day  is,  that  a  little  after  sunrise 
this  morning  a  party  of  them,  amounting,  according  to  the 
estimation  of  one  of  the  inhabitants  who  was  made  a  pri- 
soner, to  between  fifty  and  sixty,  took  him,  with  his  effects, 
as  he  was  removing  from  Staten^Mand,  and  was  on  the  ferry 
stairs  opposite  to  our  Point.  They  returned  all  his  effects, 
and  made  him  promise  to  go  over  to  this  place,  fetch  his 
wife,  and  to  live  in  peace,  assuring  him  that  they  came  not 
to  injure,  but  to  protect  the  inhabitants.  During  the  day  a 
party  of  them  have  showed  themselves  at  the  house  of  one 
Fool,  a  tavern  on  the  Island,  about  a  mile  along  shore. 

They  have  taken  up  the  planks  of  a  drawbridge  across 
a  creek  in  the  Salt  Meadow,  on  the  Staten-Island  side,  oppo- 
site to  the  Point.  Their  sentries  appear  along  shore  to  the 
westward  as  far  as  Rahway  River,  which  is  about  three  miles 
from  the  Point  towards  Amboy,  and  near  the  Blazing  Star 
Ferry,  in  order,  I  suppose,  to  prevent  all  access  from  this 
Province  to  that  Island.  Since,  I  received  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Reed,  (on  my  way  to  New-  York,)  informing  me  of 
their  having  landed  on  the  Island ;  and  collecting  from  his 
letter  that  my  presence  was  more  necessary  here  than  at 
New-York,  I  have  ordered  Captain  Neil,  of  our  Artillery 
company  at  Amboy,  to  proceed  immediately  with  his  com- 
pany and  four  field-pieces,  in  two  divisions,  one — consisting 
of  one-third  of  his  men  and  two  field-pieces — to  the  Blazing 
Star  Ferry,  the  other  to  come  on  to  this  place,  where  report 
is  to  be  made,  and  to  wait  my  further  orders.  This  at 
present  I  propose  to  station  at  Elizabethtown  Point,  and  at 
Newark  Ferry,  where  there  are  already  two  field-pieces, 
but  no  men  belonging  to  them. 

Our  people  here  seem  to  be  greatly  dispirited  at  so  great 
a  part  of  the  force  of  this  Province  being  drawn  off  to  New- 
York,  (important  as  they  deem  that  object  to  the  enemy,) 
while  they  are  absolutely  at  their  mercy.  If  the  Connecticut 
Militia  is  arrived  in  such  numbers  as,  with  the  Continental 
troops,  to  be  adequate  to  repel  the  expected  attack  upon 
New-  York,  with  the  aid  of  part  of  the  Jersey  forces,  it  really 
seems  necessary,  in  my  poor  judgment,  to  return  part  of 
them  to  defend  the  borders  of  this  Pix)vince,  between  Neiv- 
ark  and  Amboy,  from  their  depredations ;  but  this,  sir,  is 
humbly  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  my  superiors  in  com- 
mand. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

William  Livingston, 
Brig.  Gen.  of  Militia  of  New-Jersey. 
To  the  Honourable  Hugh  Mercer,  Esq. 
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GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Received  and  read  in  Congress  July  4,  1776.] 

New- York,  July  3,  1776. 

Sir:  Since  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  you,  and  on 
the  same  day,  several  ships  more  arrived  within  the  Hook, 
making  the  number  that  came  in  then  a  hundred  and  ten, 
and  there  remains  no  doubt  of  the  whole  of  the  fleet  from 
Halifax  being  now  here. 

Yesterday  morning  fifty  of  them  came  up  the  Bay  and 
anchored  on  the  Staten-Island  side.  Their  views  I  cannot 
precisely  determine,  but  am  extremely  apprehensive,  as  part 
of  them  only  came,  that  they  mean  to  surround  the  Island 
and  secure  the  stock  upon  it.  I  had  consulted  with  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Provincial  Congress  upon  the  subject  before 
the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  and  they  appointed  a  person  to  su- 
perintend the  business  and  to  drive  the  stock  off.  I  also 
wrote  Brigadier-General  Heard,  and  directed  him  to  the 
measure,  lest  it  might  be  neglected  ;  but  am  fearful  it  has  not 
been  effected. 

Our  reinforcement  of  Militia  is  but  yet  smiall ;  I  cannot 
ascertain  the  amount,  not  having  got  a  return.  However, 
I  trust  if  the  enemy  make  an  attack  they  will  meet  with  a 
repulse,  as  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  an  agree- 
able spirit  and  willingness  for  action  seem  to  animate  and 
pervade  the  whole  of  our  troops. 

As  it  is  difficult  to  determine  what  objects  the  enemy  may 
have  in  contemplation,  and  whether  they  may  not  detach 
some  part  of  their  force  to  Amboy  to  ravage  that  part  of  the 
country,  if  not  extend  their  views  farther,  I  submit  it  to 
Congress  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  for  them  to 
repeat  and  press  home  their  requests  to  the  different  Govern- 
ments that  are  to  provide  men  for  the  flying-camp,  to  furnish 
their  quotas  with  all  possible  despatch.  It  is  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  and  will  be  of  serious  consequence  to 
have  the  camp  established  in  case  the  enemy  should  be  able 
to  possess  themselves  of  this  river,  and  cut  off  the  supplies 
of  troops  that  might  be  necessary  on  certain  emergencies  to 
be  sent  from  home. 

I  must  entreat  your  attention  to  an  application  1  made 
some  time  ago  for  flints.  We  are  extremely  deficient  in  this 
necessary  article,  and  shall  be  greatly  distressed  if  we  cannot 
obtain  a  supply.  Of  lead,  we  have  a  sufficient  quantity  for 
the  whole  campaign,  taken  off  the  houses  here. 

Esteeming  it  of  infinite  advantage  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  getting  fresh  provisions,  and  horses  for  their  wagons, 
artillery,  &.C.,  I  gave  orders  to  a  party  of  our  men  on  Staten- 
Island,  since  writing  General  Heard,  to  drive  the  stock  oflf 
without  waiting  for  the  assistance  or  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittees there,  lest  their  slow  mode  of  transacting  business 
might  produce  too  much  delay,  and  have  sent  this  morning  to 
know  what  they  have  done.  I  am  this  minute  informed  by 
a  gentleman  that  the  Committee  of  Elizabethtown  sent  their 
company  of  Light-Horse  on  Monday  to  effect  it,  and  that 
some  of  their  Militia  was  to  give  their  aid  yesterday;  he 
adds  that  he  was  credibly  told  last  night  by  part  of  the  Mi- 
litia coming  to  this  place,  that  yesterday  they  saw  a  good 
deal  of  stock  driving  off  the  Island  and  crossing  to  the  Jer- 
seys ;  if  the  business  is  not  executed  before  now,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  do  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  greatest 
esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 


COLONEL    CURTENIUS    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS, 

New-York,  July  3,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  out  of  money,  and  can  do  nothing 
without  it ;  should  be  glad  you  would  send  me  five  thousand 
pounds  on  account  of  Captain  Brasher,  or  let  me  know 
whether  I  must  come  up  to  receive  it.  The  last  raised 
troops  are  in  want  of  guns,  but  cannot  get  them  because 
Mr.  Norwood  or  I  have  not  any  orders  to  deliver  them  to 
any  other  troops  but  the  first  four  regiments  that  were  raised. 
If  I  am  to  deliver  any,  please  to  give  me  an  order  in 
writing. 

The  Regulars  have  landed  at  ^tateTirfsland  without  oppo- 
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sition.  News  just  this  moment  came  that  part  are  marched 
to  Elizabethtown  and  some  on  Bcrgen-Point,  and  we  have 
most  of  the  Jersey  men  over  here.  It  is  said  the  flying- 
camp  from  Philadelphia  will  be  soon  there  to  oppose  them. 
I  would  have  wished  that  they  had  been  there  before  they 
came,  to  prevent  their  laying  the  country  waste.  Not  one 
Comiecticut  man  is  come  in  yet. 
I  am,  in  haste,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Peter  T.  Curtenius. 

To  the  New-  York  Provincial  Congress,  at  the  White  Plains. 


COLONEL    HALCOM  TO   JOHN   McKESSON. 

New-York,  July  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  request  from  the  Congress  their  order  on  Mr.  Cur- 
tetiius  for  sixty  or  seventy  fire-locks ;  he  can  deliver  them 
very  soon.  Mr.  Norwood  also  will  furnish  me  with  a  few, 
provided  I  can  obtain  an  order  for  that  purpose.  I  have 
one  hundred  and  fifty  unarmed  men — a  circumstance  that  1 
do  not  like.  Captain  Brasher  will  attend  the  house  to  know 
their  pleasure.  If  I  thought  these  arms  would  be  more 
useful  in  other  hands,  I  would  not  apply  for  them. 

How  am  I  to  get  a  medicine-chest  ?  Dr.  Townsend  cannot 
attend  the  regiment,  but  Dr.  Adams  (a  s.  n.  Lieutenant.) 
takes  his  place ;  he  has  been  examined  by  Dr.  Jones,  whose 
certificate*  Captain  Brasher  will  show  you.  I  request  his 
commission. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

William  Malcom. 

To  John  McKesson  or  Robert  Benson. 

I  trouble  you  with  this  business  that  Captain  Brasher 
may  not  be  detained.  Excuse  me.  The  lobster  pots  at 
the  watering-place. 

colonel    HUNTINGTON   TO    GOVERNOUR  TRUMBtJLL. 

Camp,  New- York,  July  3,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir:  Between  two  and  three  hundred  can- 
non have  been  heard  since  one  o'clock  this  afternoon.  Our 
row-galleys  have  attacked  the  Phenix  and  Rose,  which  went 
up  the  North  River  the  12th  of  last  month.  Am  expecting 
every  moment  to  hear  the  event.  The  Rhode-Islanders 
went  up  with  very  strpng  desires  of  making  some  suitable 
returns  to  their  friend  Wallace  for  all  the  kind  things  he  has 
heretofore  done  them.  The  river  is  so  narrow  the  ships 
cannot  bring  a  broadside  to  bear  upon  the  galleys  without 
being  in  danger  of  running  ashore. 

You  will  find  in  the  enclosed  paper  an  account  of  the 
arrival  of  a  ship  from  France  with  a  very  valuable  cargo, 
and  some  interesting  articles  of  intelligence.  The  Duke  de 
Chartres  retaking  one  of  our  vessels  from  an  English  man- 
of-war  ma}-  be  big  with  important  consequences.  Forty- 
four  ships  have  joined  the  British  fleet  at  Staten-Island  in 
the  last  six  or  seven  days,  and  are  probably  the  first  embar- 
cation  mentioned  in  the  letter  from  Philadelphia.  There 
are  about  seven  thousand  men  at  Newark,  Bergen-Point, 
Elizabethtown,  and  Amboy.  I  hope  there  are  three  times 
the  number  in  all  our  other  camps. 

My  letters  are  called  for,  therefore  must  conclude  with, 
that  1  am  your  affectionate  son, 

Jedediah  Huntington. 
To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Lebanon. 


New- York,  July  3,  1776. 

On  Sunday  last  one  of  our  cruisers,  on  the  south  side  of 
Long-Island,  took  a  large  Bermudian  built  sloop,  from  Hali- 
fax, laden  with  intrenching  tools,  &,c.,  bound  for  this  place ; 
in  which  were  a  number  of  the  Boston  Refugees,  among 
whom,  it  is  said,  is  Robert  Auchmuty,  Esq.,  late  Judge  of  the 
Admiralty  at  Boston,  and  brother  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Auchmuty 
of  this  city. 

Last  Saturday  the  Ministerial  Fleet  arrived  at  Sandy- 
Hook  from  Halifax ;  their  number,  it  is  said,  consists  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  sail.  Yesterday  upwards  of  fifty  of 
them  came  up  to  the  Watering  place. 

*  This  is  to  certify  that  Mr.  If'ilUam  Adams  has  this  day  been  exa- 
mined by  me  respecting  his  knowledge  in  Surgery,  and  that  I  find  him 
qualified  to  act  as  Surgeon  of  a  Regiment. 

Dated  in  JVcTo-Tork,  July  2,  1776.  Johh  Joses,  M.  D. 


NUMBER   OF    INHABITANTS  IN  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS   OF  SUF- 
FOLK  COUNTY,    NEW-YORK,  JULY,   1776. 

Shelter-Island. 


NAMES   OF  THE 
HEADS    OF   FAMILIES. 


Thomas  Doring 

Nicolls  Havens 

Daniel  Brown 

William  Nicolls 

James  Havens 

William  Havens 

Thomas  Conkling 

Obadiah  Havens 

Joel  Bowdilch 

Samuel  Case 

Abraham  Parker 

Benjamin  Sawyer 

Moses  Sawyer 

Samuel  Case,  Jun 

Phineas  Parker 

Thomas  Conkling,  Jun, 

Walter  Havens 

John  Bowdilch 

Thomas  Harlow 

David  Conkling 

Noah  Perry. 

William  Havens,  Jun.. 

William  Brown 

Moses  Horlon 

Deliverance  Pain 

George  Duval 

John  Duval 
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Captain  Samuel  Case  appeared  before  me  and  made  oath  to  the  within 
list  that  it  contained  a  true  and  faithful  account  of  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Township  of  Shelter-Island. 

THOMAS  DERING,  Chairman  of  To-wn  Committee. 
Manor  of  St.  George  and  Patentship  of  Meritches. 


NAMES  OF  THE 
HEADS   OF   FAMILIES. 


William  Smith 

Josiah  Smiih 

Matthew  Smith 

David  Howell 

Hugh  Smith 

Benjamin  Havens. .. 

Henry  Havens 

Joseph  Conklin 

John  Havens 

Isaiah  Reeve 

Wm.  Bowen 

William  Smith 

Benjamin  Smith.  ... 

David  Hallock 

Daniel  Downs 

John  Havens,  Jun..  . 
Benjamin  Mapes  ... 

Joiham  King 

Zachariah  Hawkins. 
Gershom  Hawkins.  . 
Chrisiopher  Mogar.  . 
Samuel  Thompson.. 

Samuel  Gilbert 

William  Thompson  . 

Joseph  Rayner 

Joseph  Rayner 

Jean  Dayton 

Josiah  Rayner 

Thede  Brown 

Jonah  Herls 

Julliet  Dayton 

Daniel  Robson 

Spencer  Dayton 

Jesse  Rayner 

Stephen  Robsun  . . . . 

David  Robsun 

Samuel  Robsun.  ... 

Doxse  Zoali 

Thanel  Brown 

Daniel  Brown 

Willliam  Reves 

Josiah  Rayner 

Ebenezer  Rayner... 

William  Floyd 

Nathaniel  WoodhuU 
Richard  Floyd 
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The  amount  of  the  above  list  is  376. 
Sworn  before  me : 


WM.  SMITH,  Chairman. 
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Brookhaven,  north  of  County  Road. 


Brookhaven,  north  of  County  Road. — Continued. 


NAMES   OF  THE 
BEADS   OP  FAMILIES. 


Jonaihan  Thompson 

Philip  ToUlier 

George  Davis 

Ludwick  Hacksiaf. 

Israel  Hawkins 

Eliphelel  Wilman 

John  Bennel 

Edmund  Smilh 

Wm.  &  Saml.  LongboUom 

Thomas  Rudyard 

Obadiah  Davis 

Eleazer  Hawkins 

Richard  Hallock 

Samuel  Davis  and  his  son. 

George  Hawkins 

Joseph  Wells  and  Dan. . . . 

Nathaniel  Smilh 

Elias  Gary 

Anihony  Ganin 

Daniel  Huls 

Daniel  Davis 

Elisha  Haraon  &  Overlon 
John  Belos  and  Zophar.  . . 

Daniel  Roe 

Edward  More 

Nathaniel  Norton 

Benjamin  Garret 

Uriah  Smith 

Joseph  Tery 

J  ames  Smith 

Jonathan  Yarrington. .... 

William  Still 

Francis  Hallet 

Benjamin  Talmadge 

Martha  Strong 

Jacob  Vanbrunt 

Robert  Jayne 

Jesse  Huls 

Gilbert  Huls 

Elizabeth  Denton 

Benjamin  Brewster 

Nathan  Satterly  and  B . . . . 
Peter  Huls  and  Wm.  Took 

James  French 

David,  Tiler 

Matthias  Jayne 

Charles  Tooker 

Thomas  Huls 

Samuel  Jayne 

Dan.  Smitli  and  Jas.  Smilh 

Andrew  Seaton 

Richard  Woodhull 

Caleb  Hopkins 

Gilbert  Smilh,  Jun 

GilbertSmith 

Isaac  Hawkins 

William  Buchanan 

Benjamin  Floyd 

Nathan  Woodhull 

Timothy  Hawkins 

James  Lions 

Joseph  Brewster 

Ebenezer  Jones 

Rich.  Derreck  and  Satterly 

Stephen  Jayne 

Benjamin  Tiler 

Austin  Roe 

Wm.  Cinner  and  Brown 

William  Davis 

Silas  Davis 

Joseph  Davis 

Samuel  Philips 

Samuel  Hopkins 

Benaiah  Edwards 

Timothy  Miller 

William  Miller 

Richard  Miller 

Andrew  Miller 

John  Woodhull 

Solomon  Davi.^ 

Thomas  Helme 

Israel  Davis 

Joseph  Brown 

Portunalus  Tay  lor  .... , 
Jacob  Eaton  and  Hubburt . 

Edmund  Robison 

James  Tooker 

Josiah  Hallok  and  Davis. 

Noah  Hallok 

Peier  Skidmore 

James  Sell 

We.ssels  Sell 

Thomas  Smith 

Philip  Roe 

Nathaniel  Roe 

John  Roe 

Charles  Smith 

Stephen  Jones 

David  Longbottom 

Delah  Strong 

Nathaniel  Tooker 

Henry  Davi.s 

Azel  Garrard 
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NAMES   OP   THE 
HEADS   OP    FAMILIES. 


S^i 


Timothy  Norton 

Henry  Robins 

Jo.seph  Philips 

James  Davis 

Ellezur  Davis 

David  Davis 

Isaac  Robbins 

Eliphelet  Tooker 

Thomas  Bayles 

Garrard  Woley 

Bartholomew  Redman.. 

Sarah  Woodhull 

Daniel  Satterly 

Israel  Bennet 

Abram  Copper  Woodhull. 

Joshua  Longbottom 

Jonathan  Dickson , 

John  Bales 

Doctor  Renderson 

James  Montgomery 

George  Murison,  Doctor . 

Barnabas  Reuls 

Jacob  Biggs 

Isaac  Biggs 

Daniel  Smith 

Timothy  Tooker 

Selah  Smith 

Nathaniel  Bayles 

Mary  Satterly,  Widow. . 

John  Bayles 

Jonaihan  Hallok 

David  Hawkins 

Nathaniel  Tooker 

Alexander  Hawkins .... 

Samuel  Hawkins 

Nathl.  Akerly  and  his  son 

Nathaniel  Davis 

Benjamin  Hawkins 

John  Robinson 

Benjamin  Tultle 

John  Woodhull 

ZebuloB  Woodhull 

Lsaac  Robinson 

Jonaihan  Worth 

Solomon  Re ves 

Samuel  Randol 

DavidMulford 

William  B  rewster 

Jonathan  Edwards 

John  Howell 

Selah  Brown 

Daniel  Davis  and  Osband 
Zophar  Davis  and  William 

Gershom  Tery 

Steph.  Swezey  and  Widow 

James  Swezey 

Abel  Swezey  and  Widow. 

Elnathan  Davis 

Elirah  Davis 
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July  1,  1776. — I,  Justus  lloe,  do  swear  that  the  above  account  is  a 
true  list  of  the  inhabitants  of  Brookhaven,  northward  of  the  County 
road,  which  was  the  District  appointed  me  to  take,  which  is  done  to  the 
best  in  my  power. 

Sworn  before  me :  WILLIAM  SMITH,  Chairman. 

Brookhaven,  south  of  the  County  Road. 


NAMES  OP  THE 
HEADS  OF  FAMILIES. 


RuihBrusler..., 

Seih  Worth 

Jehiel  Whedlon . 
Marah  Osmer.. 
Sarah  Acker.... 
Garret  Degrout. 

John  Finch 

Jonathan  Seafel. 
Samuel  Gould.  . 
James  Gean.. .. 

John  Jones 

Jones  Runnals.. 
Daniel  Jones... . 
Ephraim  Smilh. 

John  Smith 

Nathan  Gyer... 
Elmer  Gilbert... 
Samuel  Tobe... 
Ezekiel  Osban.. 
Barnabas  Rider.. 
Nathaniel  Finch 
Samuel  Dayton. 
John  Dayton.... 
Eleazer  Bellows 
Stephen  Acley.. 
Israel  Sacslon  . . 
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Brookhaven,  south  of  County  Road — Continued. 


Brookhaven,  south  of  County  Road — Continued. 


NAMES  OP  THE 
HEADS  OP  PilMILIES. 


Benjamin  Smith 

Philip  Acley 

Robert  Acley 

Benjamin  Sinilh 

Eliphelel  Smith 

Israel  Smith 

Jonathan  Smith 

Marah  Wrikes 

John  Newton 

Isaac  Newton 

Phineas  Davis,  Jr 

Phineas  Davis 

Eleazar  Hawkins 

Daniel  Hallack 

Isaac  Smith 

Daniel  Nash 

John  Homans 

Daniel  Homans 

Robert  Hawkins 

Nathaniel  Gaiard 

Benjamin  Clark 

Mordecai  Homan 

Jonah  Tucker 

Zophar  Garard 

John  Homan 

John  Havens 

William  Claik 

Jonathan  Jones 

Benjamin  Woodhull 

Zachariah  Hawkins 

Ludio  Clark 

Joseph  Sonard 

John  Alban 

Marah  Biggs 

Gershom  Brown 

Daniel  Pellec 

Robard  Robeson 

Reves  Hoel 

William  Turner 

John  Turner 

Samuel  Turner 

William  Bartler 

John  Leak  

Philip  Leak 

Arthur  Moger 

James  Woodruff 

EM  ward  Brown 

Nehemiah  Hulls 

David  Overton 

Benjamin  Overton 

William  Dayton 

Isaac  Smith 

Bennet  Dayton 

Samuel  Dayton 

I'imothy  Wood 

John  Hulls 

David  IVIunroe 

Isaac  Overton 

Ebenezer  Dayton 

Nathaniel  Longboltom.. . . 

William  Yarranlon 

David  Dayton 

Banster  Terrey 

Alexander  Wicks 

Nathaniel  Smilh 

Andrew  Pachen 

Selh  Scribner 

Joseph  Scribner 

Joseph  Scribner,  Jr 

James  Bales 

Stephen  Founten 

David  Serwood 

Jonaihan  Baker 

Jonathan  Baker,  Jr 

William  Baker 

Seth  Marvin 

Thomas  Avery 

Joseph  Garard 

Lewis  Gordon 

Samuel  Conkling 

Zephaniah  Conkling 

Robert  Homan 

Israel  Robson 

John  Wood 

Nathaniel  Hawkins 

Humphrey  Avery 

Matthew  Beal 

John  Marvin 

ThaddeusCole 

Jacob  Andres 

Benjamin  Marvin 

Amos  Adams 

Jedediah  Marvin 

Ephraim  Marvin 

Jehiel  Weed 

Ezekiel  Hegges 

Ezekiel  Hegges,  Jr 

Thomas  Fanning 

David  Fanning 

Jeffery  Bruster 

Nathaniel  Brusler 

Henry  Somers 
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NAMES   OP    THE 
HEADS   OP  PAMILIES. 


Francis  Builo s.. 

Daniel  Rose 

Joseph  Terry 

Ananias  Smith 

Jesse  Rose 

Nathan  Rose 

Thomas  Rose 

Ezekiel  Homans.  ... 

Michager  Jain 

Zebulon  Robbins.... 

Henry  Hulls 

David  Rose,  D.  D.  . . 

Stephen  Swezey 

Jeiemiah  Hubrerl  . . 

Nathan  Rose 

Isaiah  Moger 

Ezekiel  Hand 

Abagart  Hults 

Matthew  Woodruff.. 
Mordecai  Homans.  . 

Andrew  Barran 

Ebenezer  Homans... 

Eunice  Rider 

Thomas  Robson 

Nathaniel  Woodruff. 

David  Overton 

Joseph  Ruien .•. 

James  Bishop 

Jonathan  Benjamins. 

James  Overton 

William  Sacston 

William  Garard 

Maithew  Clark 

Enos  Bishop 

Timothy  Lane 

Luke  Brickel 

Isaiah  Smith 
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July  3,  1776.— I,  Ephraim  Marvin,  do  swear  that  the  above  account 
is  a  true  list  of  the  inhabitants  of  Brookhaven,  southward  of  the  County 
road,  which  was  the  District  appointed  me  to  lake,  which  is  done  to  the 
best  in  my  power.  EPHKAIM  MARVIN. 


Southampton. 


NAMES  OP  THE 
HEADS  OP  PAMILIES. 


Silvanus  While 

Stephen  Reeves 

Henry  Herrick 

Stephen  Foster 

William  White 

Jonathan  Halsey 

William  Holley 

Widow  Bethrick Foster.. 

Benjamin  Foster 

John  Sayrs 

David  Howell,  Jun 

Nathan  Ctaik 

Joseph  Goldsmith. . . . . . . 

John  Howell 

John  Howell 

Stephen  Foster,  Jun 

Daniel  Sanford 

Daniel  Brown 

Widow  Mary  While. . . . 

Charles  While 

Lemuel  Halsey 

Ebenezer  White 

Joseph  Goodel 

Lemuel  Jennings 

Elisha  Halsey 

Samuel  Halsey 

Daniel  Hildref. 

Joseph  Hildref. 

William  Foster 

Zebulon  Halsey 

Elias  White 

Joshua  Halsey 

Jeremiah  Howell 

Jonathan  Ho wel  I 

Thomas  Jones 

Abraham  Cooper 

Widow  Abiah  Peirce.. . . 

Elias  Howell 

Elias  Howell,  Jun 

Widow  Eunice  Howell.. 

Dr.  Silas  Halsey 

William  Eager 

Jeremiah  Eager,  Jun 

Jeremiah  Eager 

Samuel  Cooper 

Samuel  Cooper,  Jun  . ... 

Zebulon  Wick 

Zophar  Cooper 
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Southampton — Continued. 


Southampton — Continued. 


NAMES  OP  THE 
BEiDS  OF  FAMrLIES. 


Benjamin  Cooper 

libenezer  Fager 

James  Fager 

John  Fager 

Nathaniel  Fager 

Samuel  Fager 

Samuel  Fager,  Jun.... 

Elias  Peirson 

Josiah  Fager 

Henry  Post 

Stephen  Fager,  Jun. . . . 

Joshua  Sayrs 

Ichabod  Sayrs 

Elias  Foster 

John  Posi,  Jun 

James  Post 

Joseph  Post 

Jeremiah  Post 

Isaac  Post,  Esq 

Joseph  Post,  Jun 

John  Bushop 

John  Bu5hop,Jun 

Samuel  Bushop 

James  Bushop 

Joseph  Fager 

Widow  Ruih  Smith  .. 

Stephen  Jesup 

Lemuel  Howell 

Timothy  Bushop 

Cornelius  Halsey 

William  Stephens 

John  Bushop 

Isaac  Smith 

John Jesup 

John  Jesup,  Jun 

Elnathan  Topping 

Jonah  Bower 

Widow  Charity  Albertson 

Jonathan  Russell 

Daniel  Foster 

Stephen  Pordem 

William  Rainer 

Calvin  Coock 

Phineas  Fordem 

Grant  Bower 

Jame^  Rogers 

Jonah  Halsey 

Thomas  Jesup,  Jun 

Henry  Jesup 

Captain  Josiah  Howell.  . 

Jonathan  Coock 

Captain  John  Post 

Josiah  Foster 

Nathan  Herrick 

Matthew  Howell 

Elisha  Howell ... 

Luess  Howell 

John  Howell,  3d 

Elias  Cooper 

Major  George  Herrick  . . 

Daniel  Bushop 

Jonas  Foster 

James  Brusher 

Lemuel  Mapes 

Simeon  Babcock 

Ellis  Sijuiar 

James  Fanning 

Isaac  Lishone 

Isaac  Penny 

David  Morrow,  Jun 

Josiah  Goodel 

John  Aiberson 

Jeremiah  Haman 

Hugh  Rainer 

Elihu  Rayner 

Stephen  Fager,  Esq 

Nathan  iel  Howell 

Bethiah  Babcock 

Henry  Ludlam 

Stephen  Rogers 

Daniel  Brusler 

Widow  Hannah  Smith.. . 

Jeremiah  Culver 

Silas  Ludlam 

Thomas  Norris 

William  Phillips 

James  Norris 

Joseph  Rogers 

Silas  Phillenger 

Jacob  Orsborn 

John  Tuttel 

Jesse  Culver 

Moses  Culver 

Obadiah  Foster 

Zephaniah  Culver 

Prudence  Foster 

Joseph  Sayrs 

John  Reeves,  J  un 

Jeremiah  Culver,  Jun... 

Ebenezer  Howell 

Jonah  Howell 

Jonah  Howell 

Christopher  Lupton 
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KAMES  OP  THE 
HEADS  or  FAMILIES. 


Nathan  Reeves 

Ebenezer  Culver 

John  Reeves 

David  Reeves 

Stephen  Reeves,  Jun 

Thomas  Coper,  Esq 

Caleb  Cooper. 

Stephen  Rogers 

Timothy  Pierson 

Abraham  Fordem 

John  White,  Jun 

John  White 

David  Rainer 

John  Fowler 

Joseph  L'Hommedieu.... 

William  Jones 

Zebulon  Howell 

Eleanor  Jacobs,  Widow... 

Elias  Pelletrean 

Widow  Zeruiah  Hunting. 

Isaac  Halsey 

Daniel  Harris 

Joseph  Marshel 

Zebulon  Cooper 

James  Culver 

James  Halsey 

Moses  Halsey 

Isaiah  Halsey 

David  Burnet 

Joseph  Burnet 

Matthew  Sayrs 

Silas  Halsey 

Henry  Smith 

Widow  Hannah  Halsey.. . 

David  Howell 

Stephen  Howell 

Samuel  Howell 

C  hristopher  Foster 

Nathan  Foster 

Samuel  Jones 

Widow  Deborah  Parnal.. 

Timothy  Howell 

Gershom  Culver,  Jun 

William  Culver 

Gershom  Culver 

Ichabod  Sayrs,  Jun 

Samuel  Howell,  Jun 

Stephen  Post 

Obadiah  Jones 

Captain  David  Howell. .. 

Major  Uriah  Rogers 

Jeremiah  Rogers 

John  Halsey 

George  Mackee 

Thomas  Stephens 

Thomas  Stephens,  Jun. . . 

Michaiah  Herrick 

Silvanus  Howell 

David  Macker 

Silas  Howell -,,;. 

HughGelston 

Thomas  Jesup 

Nathan  Fager,  Jun 

Royal  Howell 

Jedediah  Howell 

Obadiah  Howell 

Stephen  Rayner 

Gideon  Pordem 

Adonijah  Rainer 

Obadiah  Rogers 

Zephaniah  Rogers.... 

Nemiah  Sayrs 

Abraham  Sayrs.  

Widow  Jane  Bell  Rose. . . 

Samuel  C  lark 

Elisha  Clark 

Charles  Wolley 

Silvanus  Jennings 

William  Jennings 

Elias  Jennings 

John  Lura 

David  Hayns  Foster 

Samuel  Jennings,  Jun.. . . 

Samuel  Jennings 

James  Jennings 

John  Hulson 

John  Williamson 

Henry  Harris 

Henry  Harris,  Jun 

Joseph  Rug 

Stephen  Jennings 

Anthony  Hayne 

Bethuel  Reeves 

David  Rose 

Jason  Scott 

George  Harris 

John  Harris 

John  Hayns 

Zebulon  Jennings 
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Southampton,  July  22,  1776.— Then  appeared  before  me  Ifug-h  Gel 
eton,  and  declared  that  the  within  list  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  above 
said,  westward  of  a  place  called  the  TVatennill,  is  a  true  list. 

THOMAS  COOPER,  Chairman. 
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Islip. 


Easthampton — Continued. 


NAMES  OF  THE 
BEADS  OF   FAMILIES. 


si  - 


Daniel  Wheeler 

Jacob  Baker 

Jeremiah  Terry 

Zebulon  Homan 

William  Morns 

James  Morris 

James  Morris,  Jun 

Obadiah  Green 

John  Green 

William  Terry 

John  Edward 

iVloabray  Smith 

Micah  Wheeler 

Widow  Bigs 

Caleb  Wood 

William  Smith 

Benajah  Strong 

Jacob  Willets,  Jun 

Jacob  Willets,  Sen 

Zebulon  Saxlon 

John  Moubray 

Israel  Howell 

Nathaniel  Smith 

Plat  Smith 

Joshua  Butfet 

David  Willeis 

John  Scudder 

Isaac  Thompson 

Ebenezer  Bower 

Caleb  Saxlon 

William  Nicol 

James  Smith 

Richard  Willets 

'Jacob  Willets,  2d.... 

Adonijah  Underbill... 

Joseph  Udale 

Lindley  Murray 

Jacob  Dow 

Jonathan  Burch 

Nathaniel  Oakley 

Samuel  Mussey 

Jesse  Rogers 

Samuel  Carmen 

Isaac  Noaks 

Timothy  Whelor..... 

Thomas  Whelor 

Caleb  Newton 

Timothy  Smith 

Silas  Smith 

Joseph  Blidenburgh.. 

Joseph  Blidenburgh,  Jun.. 

John  Hudson 
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Taken  by  me : 


JOHN  MOWBRAY. 


I,  John  Mowbray,  do  swear  that  the  aforegoing  list  contains  a  true 
and  faithful  account  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  within  the  District  of 
Islip,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  in  the  Colony  oi  J\reiii-rork,  according 
to  the  best  information  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  by  applying  at 
each  dwelling-house,  and  by  all  other  ways  and  means  in  my  power, 
within  the  said  District.  jqjjjj  mowBR.W. 

ISAAC  THOMSON. 


Sworn  to  liefore  me  : 
June  26,  1776. 


Easthampton. 


NAMES  OP  THE 
HEADS  OF   FAMILIES. 

11! 

Jeremiah  Gardiner 

Jacobus  Sherril... .■■••■> 

Thomas  Dibble 

Christopher  Dibble 

David  lul wards. ..... .... 

Abraham  Edwards 

Jacobus  Conkling 

Samuel  Baker 

Selah  Pike 

Benjamin  Parsons 

John  Gann 

Nathaniel  Talmage 

David  Talmage,  Jr 

Henrv  Sherril  ......... 

Francis  Chattalin 

Dan  iel  Zoper 

Widow  Catharine  Domin 

Abraham  Mulford 

Abraham  MuUord,  Jr.... 
Nathaniel  Downing,  Jr. . . 

Daniel  Conkling 

Widow  Sarah  Hunting.  . . 
Koberl  Parsons 
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Samuel  Parsons 

Jesse  Dayton 

Lieut.  Thomas  Baker 

Stephen  Burnet 

John  Mnllord,  Esq 

Jeremiah  ConKling,  3d.  . 
Abraham  Gardiner,  Esq. 

Henry  Parsons 

Daniel  Osborn 

J  onathan  Osborn 

Aaron  Isaacs 

William  Conkling 

Mis.  Jerusha  Gardiner  . . . 

Burnet  Miller,  Esq 

William  Hedges 

Nathan  Multord 

Samuel  Buell 

Elisha  MuUord 

Mary  Cooke 

Widow  Parmelia  Russel. . 
Mrs.  Mehitable  Baker. . . . 

Stephen  Russel 

Jeremiah  Miller 

Joseph  Osborn 

Lewis  Osborn 

Thomas  Talmage 

Jeremiah  Osborn 

Mrs.  Mary  Osborn 

Noah  Bams 

Jeremiah  Miller,  Jr 

Joseph  Tillmghast 

Thomas  Osborn , 

Joseph  Osborn,  Jr 

Daniel  Hedges 

John  Hedges 

David  Miller,  Jr 

Eleazar  Conkling 

Nathan  Hedges 

John  Chatfield,  Esq 

Aaron  Isaacs,  J  r 

Eleazar  Miller,  Esq 

Klisha  Jones 

Colonel  David  Mulford.. 

Thomas  Filer 

Widow  Zeruiah  Miller.. 
Widow  Hannah  Hedges. 
Abraham  Miller,  Esq.  . . . 
Thomas  Wickham,  Esq. 

Ananias  Milier 

Recompense  Sherril,  Jr... 
Recompense  Sherril.... 

Jeremiah  Sherril 

Nathan  Conkling 

William  Hunting 

Nathaniel  Hunling 

Mrs. Mary  Hunting.... 
Dr.  Samuel  Hutchinson.. . 

Jeremiah  Conkling 

Nathan  Conkling,  3d 

Widow  Ruth  Conkling.  .. 
Widow  Sarah  Miller  . . . . 

Aaron  Fithian 

Capiain  David  Fithian 

Lion  Gardiner 

John  Gardiner,  Esq 

Nathan  Dayton... 

William  Barnes 

Abraham  Hedges 

Jacob  Hedges 

Lemuel  Mulford 

Captain  Ezekiel  Mulford.. 

Elias  Conkling 

Isaac  Schellinger 

Uriah  Miller 

Abraham  Baker 

Jeremiah  Dayton 

Nathaniel  Bains 

Mauhew  Barns 

Jacob  Osboin 

Jedediah  Conkling 

Edward  Conkling 

David  Baker 

Ezekiel  Payn, 

Samuel  Mulford 

Elias  Mulford 

Nathaniel  Hand 

Benjamin  Eyre 

Jonathan  Edwards 

J  ames  Soper 

Abraham  Soper 

Thomas  Edwards 

Thomas  Edwards,  Jr.  ... 

Lineus  Conkling 

Zebulon  Conkling 

Lieut.  Samuel  Conkling. 

Jeremiah  Conkling 

Nathan  iel  Baker 

Bethiah  Hicks 

Abraham  Schellinger.... 
Jonathan  Schellinger  ... 

Mrs.  Phebe  Parsons 

Henry  Dayton 

John  Strattou 
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Easthampton — Continued. 


Easihampton — Continued. 


NAMES   OF   THS 
HEADS   Of   FAMILIES. 


Nathan  Hand 

Joseph  Hicks 

Lieui.  Isaac  Hunting 

EllshaConkling 

Matthew  Osborn 

Benjamin  Hopping 

Zebedee  Osborn 

lilisha  Osborn 

IVlrs.  Elizabeth  Osborn — 

Matthew  Davis 

Jonathan  Squier 

Jeremiah  Hand 

James  Hand 

Enos  Talmage 

John  Talmage 

George  Stronge 

Widow  Hannah  Miller.. . 

Stephen  Edwards 

John  Strong 

Abraham  Conkling 

Jedediah  Osborn 

Mary  Osborn 

Eunice  Law 

Ezekiel  Hand 

Gulielmus  Miller 

Jacob  Miller 

Jeremiah  Talmage 

Experience  Hand 

Abigail  Hand 

Henry  Hopping 

Patrick  Goold 

Edward  Jones 

Ezekiel  Jones 

Ezekiel  Jones,  Jr 

John  Hancks 

Abraham  Diamond 

Isaac  Diamond 

John  Miller 

Lieutenant  John  Miller... 

Abraham  Hand 

Captain  John  Dayton  .. 

Daniel  Dayton 

Stephen  Stratton 

Matthew  Stratton 

John  Parsons,  J  r 

John  Parsons,  3d 

Edward  Wick 

John  Parsons,  5lh 

William  Mullord 

Elisha  Davis 

Captain  John  Davis .... 

Benjamin  Stratton 

Jeremiah  Parsons 

Mrs.  Abigail  Dayton. .. 

Henry  Hopping,  Jr 

Mulford  Conkling , 

Ludlam  Parsons 

Rob  It  Sheffield , 

Zopher  Wood 

Josiah  Carey 

Joseph  Conkling 

William  Gagger 

Nancy  Gardiner , 

Ananias  Conkling 

Joseph  Conkling,  Jr — 

Clark  Troomon 

John  Hand 

David  Russel 

William  Soper 

Amos  Soper 

Elias  Hand 

John  Gavetl 

Ebenezer  Hedges 

Isaac  Vanscoy , 

Samuel  Ranger...... . 

Jeremiah  Terry 

Joshua  Larkin 

Nathaniel  Domini 

Henry  Dominy 

John  Field 

Jeremiah  Bennit 

Joseph  Edwards 

Zebulon  Bennit 

James  Field 

John  Lester 

John  Parsons,  4lh 

John  Parsons 

Widow  Hannah  Miller 

David  Miller 

Elisha  Miller 

Gamaliel  Bennit 

Edward  Bennit 

Richard  King 

Daniel  King 

David  Talmage 

Timothy  Miller 

William  Eyre 

George  Miller 

Stephen  Cooper 

Stephen  Cooper,  Jr. ... 

Benjamin  Hedges 

Philip  Hedges 

Jacob  Hand 
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Jeremiah  Conkling 

Linneus  Dibble 
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Merrey  Parsons 

Nathan  Millery 

John  Gardiner,  Jr 

Joseph  Miller 

Total 

69 

249 

297 

341 

294 

45 

23 

I,  John  Stratton,  do  swear  that  the  foregoing  list  contains  a  true  and 
faithful  account  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  within  the  District  of  East- 
hamplon,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  and  Province  u(  Ji/'ew-Vorh,  accord- 
ing to  the  beat  information  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  by  applying  at 
each  dwelling-house,  and  by  all  other  ways  and  means  in  my  power, 
within  the  said  District.  JOH.\  STRATTON. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  28th  day  oiJune,  1776. 

JOHN  GARDINER,  Justice. 

Smithtown. 


NAMES   OF   THE 
HEADS  OF  FAMILIES. 


Joseph  Piatt 

Epeuetus  Wood 

Jonathan  Sammis 

Nathaniel  Piatt 

Jesse  Arthur 

Reuben  Arthur 

Jacob  Balis 

Thomas  Tredwell 

John  Stralion 

Jeremiah  Wheler 

Zephaniah  Piatt 

Jeremiah  Conkling.. . . 

Henry  Shadden 

Gamaliel  Conkling.... 

Penuel  Sopher 

Jonah  Sopher 

Solomon  Smith 

Jeffery  Smith 

Obadiah  Smith,  Sen... 

Philetus  Smith 

Aaron  Smith 

Nathaniel  Smith 

Jacob  Smith 

Hamble  Darling 

Mary  Fargoson 

William  Thompson... 
ZopharSkidmore...   , 

Joseph  Jane , 

Samuel  Phillips 

DanielBrash 

Samuel  Ketcbum 

James  Kane 

Samuel  Tillitson 

Elisha  Jillit 

Caleb  Smith 

Benjamin  NicoU 

Nathaniel  Gerrard. . . . 

Stephen  Smith 

Zophar  Smith 

Ebenezer  Smith 

Joshua  Hartt 

William  Arthur 

Epenetus  Smith 

Zophar  Wheler 

Ruth  BIydenburgh. . . , 

Daniel  Tillotson 

James  Payne 

Samuel  BIydenburgh. , 

Ruth  Travers , 

William  Phillips 

John  L'Hoinmedieu.. , 
James  L'Hommedieu 

Shadrach  Terry , 

Joshua  Smith 

Jacob  Longbottom.. . . , 

Nathan  Wheler 

Abner  Smith 

Obadiah  Smith,  Jr... 

Isaac  Gerrard 

William  Ward 

Alexander  Muncil..., 

Daniel  Smith 

Margaret  Floyd , 

Margaret  Smith 

Job  Smith , 

Richard  Smith 

Samuel  Mills 

Joseph  Gould,  Sen 

Joseph  Gould,  Jnn. . . . 
William  Smith,  Jun.. 
Shubael  Marchant... 
Nathaniel  Taylor.... 
William  Smith,  Sen.. 

Micah  Smiih 

Stephen  Smith,  Sen... 
Gilbert  Smith 
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NAMES  OP  THE 
HEADS  OF  FAMILIES. 


Jaieph  Smith 

Gershom  Smith 

Edmund  Smith,  Jua 

Floyd  Smith 

Lemuel  Smith 

Jonas  Mills 

Jacob  Mills 

Isaac  Mills 

Jonathan  Mills 

Timothy  Mills 

Benjamin  Gould 

William  Biggs 

Jonathan  IJHommedieu. 

Mary  Biggs 

Silas  Biggs 

Benjamin  Newton 

Merrit  Smith 

Abigail  Ward 
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personally  appeared  John 
egoing  list  contains  a  true 


Smithtowk,  June  25,  1776. — This  day 
Stratton  before  me,  and  gave  oath  that  the  fo: 
account  of  the  iuhabitants  of  the  Town  aforesaid. 

EPENETU8  SMITH,  Chairman. 

Southold. 


NAMES  OF  THE 
READS    OF  FAMILIES. 


Parker  Wickham.... 

Silas  Moore 

Thomas  Webb 

Nathan  Goldsmith.  .. 

John  Uorion 

Thomas  Wells 

Joshua  Tuthill 

James  Reeve 

Joseph  Reeve 

Joshua  Goldsmith.... 

Timothy  Wells 

Gershom  Terry 

Timothy  Wells,  Jun.. 

Gershom  Terry 

John  Wells 

Joshua  Benjamin 

Andrew  Hart 

William  Howell 

Daniel  Terry 

William  Wells 

Benjamin  Pain...... 

Samuel  Cox 

Joshua  Wells 

David  Wells 

David  Hedges 

Jonathan  Salmon 

James  Webb 

Thomas  Maker 

Jonathan  Horton 

ElvenHorton 

Joshua  Salmon 

Joshua  Salmon,  Jan.. 
Joshua  Goldsm  ith . . . . 

Joshua  Case 

Thomas  Goldsmith... 

David  Goldsmith 

David  Hedges,  Jun... 

Abner  Wells 

Israel  Reeves 

Elijah  Terry 

Joshua  Terry 

Daniel  Conkling 

John  Goldsmith 

John  Goldsmith,  Jun.. 

Benjamin  Wells 

Edward  Pennie 

Joshua  Billard 

Moses  Case 

Gilbert  Case 

Abraham  Davids  . . . . 

Gershom  Case 

Edward  Pennie 

Ichabod  Case 

Benjamin  Case 

Sylvanus  Davis 

Samuel  Corwin 

Benjamin  Case,  Jun. . 
Nathaniel  Corwin.... 
Thomas  Hutchingson 

William  Case 

Jonathan  Jennings.... 
Nathaniel  Goldsmith . . 

Fragist  Wells 

Israel  Case 

Ebenczer  Jennings. .. 

Joshua  Overton 

John  Drake 

Hezekiah  Jennings. . . 


V  c  « ' »  c 
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NAMES   OF  THE 
BEADS  OF   FAMILIES. 


Abijah  Cordy 

Joseph  Hallitok , 

Barnabas  Uorton 

John  Dickerson , 

John  Overton,  Jun. 

John  Overton 

Isaac  Overton 

Elton  Overton 

Nathaniel  Overton 

Daniel  Terry 

Zaccheus  Goldsmith  .  , . . 

Abijah  Winds 

Joshua  Reeves 

Widow  Elsebelh 

John  Halliok 

Jonathan  Wells 

Barnabas  Horton 

Nathaniel  Overton 

JainesOverton 

Selah  Dickerson 

Jasper  Cordy 

Ezekiel  Petty 

Stephen  AllJritch 

Nathaniel  Conkling 

David  Cleeves 

Sila.s  Corwin , 

Benjamin  Conkling 

Joshua  Hobart 

J  Smes  Maclere 

Sylvanus  Brown, 

Jonathan  Dimon 

Jonathan  Corwin 

James  Petty 

Daniel  Warner 

Honnery  Moore 

Joshua  Cleeves 

Thomas  Conkling 

Widow  Corwin 

Benjamin  Goldsmith.... 

Jonathan  Vail 

Phineas  Fanning 

James  Morison 

Reuben  Brown 

James  Panning 

Samuel  Brown 

Isaac  Reeves 

Francis  Foineir 

Honnery  Brown,  Jun. . . . 

Phineas  Beckwith 

John  Williamson 

Honnery  Brown 

Biah  Cleeves 

Timothy  Corwin 

Israel  Youngs 

Honnery  Tuthill 

Cravet  Wells..., 

John  Clarke 

Ebenezer  Sopers 

William  Brown 

James  Wells 

Thomas  Reeves,  Jun.  ... 

Peter  Osman 

Rulus  Tuthill 

Warren  Youngs 

Samuel  Beebe 

William  King 

James  Kin.? 

William  King,  Jun 

Jedediah  Corwin 

Stephen  Vail 

Stephen  Vail,  Jun 

Jonathan  Terry 

Widow  Terry 

Grover  Glover 

Jeremiah  Vail 

John  'ferry 

Jonathan  King 

Joseph  King 

Joseph  Peiiy 

Thomas  Terry 

John  Tuthill 

Major  Barnabas  Tuthill. 

Jeremiah  King 

PelerTuthill 

Benjamin  King 

Jeremiah  Tuthill 

Jiiseph  Youngs 

Robert  Harley 

ZtbuUm  King 

Daniel  Tuthill 

Nathaniel  King 

Joseph  Teriy 

Asa  King 

Gideon  Youngs 

Ezekiel  Glover 

Jonathan  Youngs,  Jun.. . 

Walter  Youngs 

Jonathan  Youngs 

James  GrifEng 

Peter  Griffing 

Stephen  Vail 

Lester  Beebe 

Thomas  Lester 
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NAMES   OF   THE 
HEADS   OP   FAMILIES. 


Jihn  King 

Frederick  Taber 

Chrisiopher  TuihiH.. 

John  Tuthill,  Juii 

Amon  Taber,  Jun. . .. 

Amon  Taber 

Jonathan  Tuihill 

Eleazer  Freeman 

Daniel  Vail 

Lion  Gai diner 

John  Rackeit 

Ephraim  King 

Richard  Brown 

(Jhrislopher  Brown... 
William  Freeman.... 

Abraham  Vail 

Daniel  Rackell 

Azariah  Tuthill,  Jun. 

Thomas  Vail 

John  Moore 

John  Rackeu 

Benjamin  Rackett. . . . 

Ab,--alom  Rackeu 

David  Wiggins 


David  Welding 

DanielBrown 1 

Azariah  Tuihill 1 

John  Wiggins l 

Thomas  V oung,  Esq l 

Joseph  Booth 

Jonathan  Keene 

Silvester  Lester 

David  Vail 

Orange  Webb 

William  Webb 

Samuel  Booth 

Widow 

John  Youngs 

Calvin  Moore 

Ephraim  King,  J'jn.... 

James  Brown 

Widow  Moore 

Thomas  Moore 

Micah  Horton 

Daniel  Youngs 

Jonathan  Con  tling l 

Joseph  Gonkling j 

Jonathan  Conkling,  Jun. 

Jonathan  Rogers 

William  Rogers 

David  Mc  Farling 

John  Conkling 

John  Couklmg,  Jun... . 

Jacob  Conkling 

Joseph  Wickham 

Robert  Bints 

John  Ingram 

Stephen  Bay  ley 

Benjamin  Pain 

James  Davis 

Jonathan  Rackett 

Zebulon  Halliok 

Richard  Terry 

Peter  Davis 

Simon  Moore 

Joseph  Horton 

Joseph  Cleveland 

Eleazer  Way 

James  Cor  win 

Peter  Corwin  or  France. 
James  Whelock  Booth.. 

David  Conkling 

Widow  Hubbard 

Daniel  Grifling 

Joshua  Horton 

Ichabod  Cleveland 

William  Horton 

William  Horton,  Jun... 

Daniel  Booth 

Joseph  Peck 

John  Prince 

Gamaliel  Bayley 

Benjamin  Bayley i 

Nathaniel  Youngs i 

JosephPrince i 

Jonathan  Bayley , 

Robert  Hempstead 

John  Darrow 

Augustus  Peck , 

John  Franke 

William  Landon 

Widow  Moore , 

Sylvester  L'Hommedieu. 

Eliakim  Perry 

John  Vail 1 

Dayton  Smith 1 

Charles  Chase 1 

ElishaVail 1 

Samuel  Landon 1         2 

John  Storrs -         1 

Ezra  L'Hommedieu -         1 

Samuel  Qriffing 

Constant  L'Hommedieu 

FouBTH  Series. — Vol.  vi. 
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NAMES   OF   THE 
HEADJ    OF   FAMILIES. 


Widow  Moore 

Obadiiih  Vail 

John  Bushea 

John  Pain 

Allsop  Pain 

Nathan  Hains 

Benjamin  Vail 

Thomas  Hempstead 

John  Tuthill 

Selah  Reeve 

W  idow  Goldsmith 

Joseph  Ma  per 

Joseph  Maper,  Jun 

Micah  Howell 

Micah  Howell,  Jun 

Richard  Halliok 

Jerubbaal  Halliok , 

Jerubbaal  Halliok,  Jun. .. 

Widow  Hallick , 

Jonathan  Caman 

Jacob  Alldritch 

Phineas  Howell 

Gershom  Alldritch , 

Richard  Howell 

Daniel  Alldritch , 

Peter  Simons 

Jonathan  Howell 

Richard  Swasey 

Samuel  Hudson 

Honnery  Hudson 

Jonathan  Corwin 

Samuel  Hudson,  Jun 

Nathan  Corwin 

Eleazer  Love 

Peter  Halliok 

Honnery  Terry 

Nathan  Tuthill 

Paul  Reeve 

James  Youngs 

Widow  Osman 

James  Youngs 

William  Benjamin 

Christopher  Youngs,  Jun 

Ezekiel  Petty,  Jun 

David  Parshal 

Hezekiah  Reeve 

William  Pennie 

Moses  Simon 

John  L'Hommedieu 

Honnery  L'Hommedieu. 

Daniel  Wells 

Micah  Wells 

Joshua  Howell 

David  Downs 

Daniel  Corwin 

Joshua  Corwin 

Daniel  Terry 

David  Horton 

Joseph  Corwin 

James  Maper 

Benjamin  Hutchinson. . . 

Adouijah  Osman 

Ambrose  Horton 

Nathan  Benjamin 

Selah  Wells 

Benjamin  Moore 

Noice  Wickham 

David  Gardiner 

Daniel  Osman 

Richard  Hudson 

Daniel  Osman 

Winds  Osman 

Ishmael  Reeve 

Walter  Reeve 

Thomas  Overton 

Widow  Horton 

David  Horton 

Wilmot  Goldsmith 

Jonathan  Terry 

John  Clark 

Isaac  Davis 

Ebenezer  Wade 

James  Tuthill 

Samuel  Tuthill 

John  Gardiner 

Joshua  Clark 

R.  Steers  Hubbard 

John  Corwin 

Thomas  Winds 

Barnabas  Winds 

Barnabas  Winds,  Jun... 

David  Gardiner 

Widow  Harvey 

Honnery  Pike 

David  Corwin 

Ebcuezer  Webb 

John  Benjamin 

John  Case 

John  Wickham 

James  Reeve 

James  Reeve ,  Jun 

Obadiah  Hudson 

Joseph  Gardiner 
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Southold — Continued. 


NtME^  OP  THE 

HE4D3  OP  Families. 


£  s  »' 


Barnabas  Ftrril 

Thomas  Reeve 

William  Wells 

Jonaihan  Pike 

George  Taylor 

John  Daveiiporl 

Widow  Hubbard 

Roke  Howell 

Thomas  Benjamin 

John  Clark 

Eliphelet  Warner 

Daniel  Howell 

Richard  Swasey,  Jun. .. 

Joseph  Horion 

Mauhias  Corwin 

James  Grilling ■ 

Isaac  Wells 

Ephraim  Brown 

Thomas  Youngs,  Jun. 

Jonaihan  Reeve 

Widow  Reeve 

Nathaniel  Wells 

Manby  Welis 

Nathaniel  Hudson 

David  Corwin 

Samuel  Wt^Us 

Joseph  Wells 

William  Downs 

Edward  Marlhers 

Peler  Downs 

Perreir  Reeve 

James  Fanning 

Honnery  Corwin 

Jeremiah  Corwin 

John  Jennings 

Elias  Parshel 

David  Horion 

Jeremiah  Wells 

Jedediah  Cleeves 

Widow  Pennie 

David  Wells 

Paul  Wells 

Matthew  Wells 

John  Terry 

John  Tuthill 

Widow  Hinchman 

Peter  Vail 

Abraham  King 

Benjamin  L'Hommedieu. 

Daniel  Tuthill 

Daniel  Youngs 

James  Petty 

Daniel  Shaw 

Isaiah  Tuthill 

Thomas  Arnold 

Jonathan  Horion ; . 

William  Halliok 

John  Conkling 

Samuel  Wells 

Israel  Howell 

Samuel  Howell 

David  Terry,  Jun 

Matthew  Hedges 

David  Terry 

Benjamin  Tuthill 

Matihias  Corwin,  Jun.... 

Gershom  Edwards 

Daniel  Edwards 

Zebulon  Halliok 

William  Pennie 

James  Doune 

Israel  Halliok 

Jonaihan  Robinson 

James  Lublon 

Widow  Pain  

Benjamin  Emmons 

Benjamin  Emmons, Jun.. 

Richard  Terry 

John  Tuthill 

Widow  Pain 

Josiah  Lubion 

James  Owen 

Absalom  Brown 

Asa  Brown,  Jun 

Frederick  Hudson 

Timothy  Hudson 

Robert  Terry 

Josiah  WoodhuU 

Richard  Wood 

Solomon  Reeves 

Zadock  Reeves 

John  Petty 

William  Dickerson 

Honnery  Wells 

Adonijah  Osman,  Jun.. . . 

Jacob  Osman 

Samuel  Benjamin 

James  Benjamin 

Amesiah  Benjamin 

Richard  Howell 

Benjamin  Benjamin 

Silas  Reeve 

Joshua  Wells 
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JIAJirS    OF    THB 
HEADS    OF    FAMILIES. 

MALKS, 

FEMAtES. 
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Jo'ihua  Wells,  Jun 

Samuel  Tillerson 

Widow  Moore , . 

Richard  P.eiijamin 

Robert  Hinchman 

Richard  Howell  

167 

549 

7-iO 

814 

69G 

125 

109 

FREDERICKSBURGH    (dUTCHESS    COUNTY,    NEW-YORk)    COM- 
MITTEE   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Fredericksburgh,  July  3,  1776. 

May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  Excellency:  Whereas  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Committee  of  Fredericksburgh  Precinct,  July  3, 
1776,  a  gentleman  of  character  appeared  before  said  Com- 
mittee, and  declared,  voluntarily,  that  in  a  conversation  with 
a  disaffected  person,  he  was  told  that  the  Ministerial  party 
had  a  post  ridden  to  the  northward  from  New-  York,  to  carry 
news,  as  constantly  as  the  other  posts ;  and  that  said  post 
was  lately  gone  to  the  northward,  and  that  the  fleet  was  not 
to  do  anything  till  he  brought  intelligence  from  the  Ministe- 
rial Army  in  Canada ;  and  as  matters  are  now  near  a  crisis, 
this  Committee  think  themselves  in  duty  bound  to  acquaint 
your  Excellency  of  this  intelligence,  that  every  proper  method 
may  be  taken  to  intercept  all  such  communications.  And  as 
one  Mr.  Bennett,  who  has  ridden  for  some  time,  (and  is  now 
gone  to  the  northward,)  and  says  he  is  employed  by  Gene- 
ral Washington  to  carry  news,  is  suspected,  by  his  frequent- 
ing disaffected  houses,  riding  back  roads,  Stc,  to  be  either 
treacherous  or  an  iinpostor,  and  in  case  he  is  not  an  honest 
man,  we  think  that  he  may  carry  letters  to  disaffected  per- 
sons superscribed  to  your  Excellency. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Isaac  Eliott,  Chairman. 

To  General  Washington,  New-York. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  DATED  CROWN-POlNT,  JULY  3,  1776. 

I  wrote  you  last  from  the  Sorel,  immediately  after  the  ac- 
tion of  the  8th  ultimo,  near  Trois  Rivieres.  I  gave  you  a  just 
account  of  it  in  my  letter.  We  lost  in  the  whole  about  two 
hundred  and  forty,  amongst  whom  were  Colonel  Irvine  and 
Lieutenant  Eddie,  of  our  regiment.  We  were  a  third  part 
of  the  force  in  the  engasement,  and  lost  about  a  third  of  the 
men.  The  badness  of  the  ground,  great  fatigue,  and  mis- 
take of  the  way,  prevented  us  from  getting  to  the  town  at 
daybreak,  otherwise  we  should  have  made  one  of  the  boldest 
attacks  that  late  years  have  produced.  The  enemy,  it  is  true, 
were  treble  our  number ;  but  we,  being  favoured  with  the 
surprise,  and  they  unacquainted  with  our  force,  should  have 
been  very  near  carrying  the  place,  or  making  an  honourable 
exit,  for  it  would  have  been  conquer  or  die.  Fate,  how- 
ever, determined  otherwise.  Our  loss  was  considerable, 
and  that  of  the  enemy  equal,  if  not  greater.  Something 
must  have  prevented  them  from  acting  with  vigour,  for  had 
we  been  in  their  situation — possessing  their  advantages  of 
artillery  and  shipping — we  could  have  beat  four  times  our 
number.  We  thought  it  prudent  to  retreat,  in  order  to  secure 
our  boats,  as  we  had  no  pi-ospect  of  carrying  the  place,  and 
made,  I  think,  a  good  one,  considering  all  things. 

Just  as  I  closed  my  last  letter  to  you  we  heard  the  enemy's 
cannon,  and  expected  an  attack  at  the  Sorel ;  we  prepared 
ourselves  to  receive  them,  but  they  did  not  approach  that 
day.  We  had  certain  information  that  between  five  and  ten 
thousand  had  arrived  in  Canada;  that  the  greater  part  were 
in  a  few  leagues  of  us  ;  and  that  the  Indians  and  Canadians, 
with  some  Regulars  from  near  the  Cedars,  were  preparing 
with  a  large  body  to  take  possession  of  a  narrow  part  of  the 
Lake,  on  this  side  St.  Johns,  and  cut  off  our  supplies  of  pro- 
visions and  stores,  while  another  part  gets  up  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  and  takes  possession  of  Chamhly.  We  had  not 
above  three  thousand  troops  in  Canada  that  were  fit  for  duty, 
and  a  number  equal  to  them  were  sick  with  the  sraall-pox 
and  other  disorders,  who,  consuming  the  same  quantity  of 
provisions  as  the  healthy,  were  a  burden  to  us.     We  had 
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many  places  to  hold.  The  enemy's  shipping  were  masters 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  riding  triumphant  wherever  tiiey 
pleased.  Above  Dcschamhault  there  is  no  place  that  can  be 
so  fortified  as  to  prevent  vessels  from  passing.  At  several 
places  between  Chamhly  and  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  runs  within  a  league,  tlie  mouth  of  which 
last  river  if  the  enemy  once  possessed,  (which  would  have 
been  done  on  the  north  side  without  coming  near  our  batte- 
ries,) our  retreat  would  be  effectually  cut  off;  and  in  case 
they  should  make  any  attempt  that  way,  we  had  no  pros- 
pect of  a  reinforcement  to  enable  us  to  keep  possession  of 
Canada.  In  short,  as  we  saw  it  was  impossible,  whilst  the 
enemy  commanded  the  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  it  was 
agreed  in  Council  that  this  place,  being  of  the  greatest  con- 
sequence, ought  to  be  fortified  and  secured,  and  we  should 
immediately  leave  Canada  and  come  here. 

The  troops  were  ordered  from  Montreal  and  other  parts 
of  the  country  to  St.  Johns.  A  sickly  Army,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  baggage  and  stores  were  to  be  conveyed  away. 
In  a  few  days,  with  great  trouble  and  fatigue,  we  arrived 
at  St.  Johns,  expecting  every  moment  to  meet  the  enemy. 
Part  of  our  Army  (the  sick,  amounting  to  upwards  of  three 
thousand)  we  sent  off  for  Crown  Foint ;  with  the  rest  we 
came  to  the  Isle-aux-JSoix,  perhaps  the  most  sickly  spot  in 
the  world,  where  we  waited  for  the  return  of  the  boats.  The 
enemy  came  to  the  Sorel  the  night  after  we  left  it ;  and  sup- 
posing us  to  be  there,  fired  several  shot  against  our  works. 
They  also  got  up  to  Montreal ]\ist  after  our  men  had  left  it. 

On  the  2Ist  ultimo  we  met  with  a  very  great  loss  in  our 
regiment.  Captains  McClane,  Adams,  and  Rippie,  Lieu- 
tenants McFerran,  McCallister,  and  Hogg,  and  Ensigns 
Lusk  and  Culbertson,  with  four  privates,  went  over  from 
the  Ish-aux-Noix  to  the  western  shore  of  the  Lake,  about 
a  mile  from  the  camp,  but  within  sight,  to  fish  and  divert 
themselves.  Captain  McClane  prudently  proposed  to  carry 
arms,  but  was  unfortunately  overruled.  Some  Indians  ob- 
served their  motions,  and  while  they  were  at  a  house  drink- 
ing some  spruce-beer,  the  savages  surrounded  them,  killed 
Captain  Adams,  Ensign  Culbertson,  and  two  privates,  whom 
they  scalped  in  the  most  inhuman  and  barbarous  manner, 
and  carried  off  prisoners  Captain  31cClane,  Lieutenants 
Ferran,  McCallister,  and  Hogg,  and  the  other  two  privates ; 
but  a  party  coming  to  their  relief  from  the  camp,  Captain 
Rippie  and  Ensign  Lusk  made  their  escape.  The  prisoners 
were  doubtless  carried  directly  to  the  Regulars  at  Montreal. 
We  expect  they  will  be  exchanged  in  a  short  time.  Some 
more  of  our  people,  I  believe  about  six,  were  killed  and 
scalped  by  the  Indians  the  same  day,  about  six  miles  above 
the  Island,  by  the  treachery  of  a  Scotchman  of  the  name  of 
McDonald.  However,  our  vigilance  and  attention  have 
been  such  that  nothing  of  the  kind  has  since  happened. 

The  enemy  considering  us  intimidated,  and  apprehending 
we  would  not  fight,  sent  several  Indians  and  Canadians  to 
line  the  waters  and  observe  our  motions.  Colonels  Wayne 
and  Hartley  having  information  that  some  persons  were  seen 
at  the  place  where  Captain  Adams  was  killed,  took  a  party 
over  in  the  evening ;  when  they  saw  a  man  on  the  top  of 
the  house  looking  at  them,  upon  which  they  pushed  forward 
through  a  swamp,  found  fresh  tracks,  saw  Indian  wigwams 
and  fires ;  they  pui-sued  them  for  some  distance,  and  took  a  fine 
horse  and  saddle,  which  some  regular  officer  had  been  riding, 
but  night  prevented  their  overtaking  the  enemy.  It  was  pro- 
posed that  a  party  of  one  thousand  men  should  go  from  the 
Isle-auJC-Noix,  by  land,  to  the  Isle-la- Motte,  whilst  the  rest 
went  in  batteaus.  Colonel  Hartley  was  of  the  party,  with 
two  hundred  and  fifty  Riflemen  out  of  his  regiment.  They 
scoured  the  country,  traversed  disagreeable  swamps,  and  de- 
stroyed the  house,  mills,  &ic.,  of  the  traitor  AicDo/iaW  before 
mentioned,  who  had  fied  the  morning  before  they  got  to  his 
house.  Near  the  house,  finding  fresh  tracks  and  fires,  they 
renewed  their  pursuit,  but  could  not  overtake  the  enemy. 


GOVERNOUR    TRUMBULL    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  July  3,  1776. 

Sir:  Immediately  after  the  recess  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, I  gave  the  necessary  orders  to  Brigadier-General 
Wadsworth  for  expediting  the  raising  and  marching  the  bat- 
talions ortlered  to  be  raised  and  sent  to  your  assistance. 
Since  which  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  favour  of  the 
28th  ulliuio,  advising  of  the  arrival  of  General  Howe  at  the 


Hook,  and  the  near  approach  of  the  British  fleet.  In  con- 
sequence of  which,  I  have  ordered  such  part  of  the  battalions 
ordered  to  be  raised  to  join  you  as  are  inlisted,  to  begin  their 
march  without  delay,  and  that  the  residue  move  forward  as 
fast  as  they  are  inlisted.  But  to  prevent,  as  much  as  may 
be,  any  misfortune  or  danger  from  their  arriving  too  late,  I 
have  ordered  three  regiments  of  Light-Horse  of  our  Mililia, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Seymour,  to 
march,  without  loss  of  time,  and  join  the  Army  under  your 
command,  and  to  continue  to  do  duty  with  them  until  our 
battalions  are  completed,  when,  it  is  expected,  they  will  be 
discharged,  unless  the  situation  of  the  Army  should  require 
that  they  be  longer  detained,  of  which  you  will  be  the  proper 
judge ;  in  which  case  it  is  hoped  that  they  may  be  detain- 
ed no  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary,  as  their  private 
business  at  this  season,  in  which  the  publick  is  interested, 
will  suffer  by  their  absence. 

The  critical  situation  of  the  Army  under  your  command, 
and  our  desire  to  do  everything  in  our  power  for  the  common 
defence,  are  the  motives  to  order  these  regiments  of  horse  to 
your  assistance ;  but  if  you  should  think  their  service  not 
necessary  or  useful,  or  should  the  situation  of  the  Army  be 
such  that  their  march  may  be  dispensed  with,  you  will  signify 
the  same  to  Gold  Selleck  Silliman,  Esq.,  the  Colonel  of  the 
regiments  of  Light-Horse  in  this  Colony,  as  well  as  of  a  bat- 
talion of  foot  coming  to  your  assistance,  that  he  may  put  a 
stop  to  their  march.  The  utmost  possible  despatch  in  com- 
pleting and  forwarding  the  other  troops  ordered  to  your  as- 
sistance will  be  used. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  your  Excellency's  most 


obedient  humble  servant, 


Jonathan  Trumbull. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


committee    of    SPRINGFIELD,    ETC.,   MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  Committee  of  the  several  Towns  of  Springfield, 
Westfield,  and  West- Springfield,  at  a  meeting  on  the  3d 
day  of  July,  1776,  agreed  upon  the  following  Resolves 
respecting  the  Prisoners  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  several  Towns  in  that  part  of  the  County  of 
Hampshire,  viz : 

1 .  Resolved,  That  whereas  some  dangerous  weapons  have 
lately  been  found  on  some  of  the  Prisoners,  the  several  Com- 
mittees be  desired  to  make  special  search  in  each  of  their 
packs,  pockets,  Sic,  for  the  discovery  of  any  such  weapons, 
or  inimical  letters  therein  contained. 

2.  That  the  said  Prisoners  be  not  suffered  to  go  out  of 
any  town  or  parish  where  they  reside,  upon  any  occasion  or 
pretence,  without  a  special  permit  fj-om  the  Committee  of 
such  town  or  parish,  nor  allowed  to  be  absent  from  their 
employers  at  any  time  without  their  leave;  and  that  no  leave 
of  absence  ought  to  be  given  them  later  than  half  an  hour 
after  sunset,  and  that  they  have  no  leave  to  be  absent  on 
Sundays,  except  to  attend  publick  worship. 

3.  That  the  venders  of  spirituous  liquors  ought  not  to 
suffer  any  of  the  said  Prisoners  to  be  drinking  in  their  re- 
spective houses,  either  at  their  own  expense  or  others ;  but 
if  either  of  the  Committees  of  the  respective  towns  and 
parishes  shall  judge  it  expedient  and  needful  that  they  have 
strong  drink,  that  they  shall  appoint  some  suitable  person  to 
supply  them,  but  in  a  very  sparing  and  moderate  manner. 

4.  That  whoever  shall  employ  any  of  the  above-said  Pri- 
soners, shall,  within  the  space  of  three  weeks  from  the  time 
of  their  receiving  them,  transmit  to  the  Committee  from 
whom  they  receive  them  a  copy  of  their  agreement. 

5.  That  no  person  may  purchase  any  clothing  or  wearing 
apparel  whatever  belonging  to  the  said  Prisoners. 

Elisha  Parks,  Chairman. 
John  Pinchon,  Clerk. 

SELECTMEN  OF   ROCHESTER  (STAFFORD   COUNTY,  N.  H.)  TO 
MESHECH    WEARE. 

Rochester,  July  .3,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  received  an  order  from  the  Committee  of  Safety 
for  the  Colony  o{  New-Hampshire,  in  which  we  were  desired 
to  deliver  to  Colonel  Stephen  Evans  a  four-pound  cannon, 
which  is  in  this  town,  to  be  returned  to  Piscataqua  harbour, 
&,c.  Colonel  Evans  applied  for  said  cannon  in  April  last, 
but  without  an  order.  We  told  the  Colonel  we  looked  upon 
the  cannon  to  be  the  town's  property,  and  that  it  might  be 
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of  service  in  alarming  the  country,  Sec;  but  still  we  told  liiin 
we  were  willing  it  should  be  carried  where  your  Honours 
should  think  it  would  answer  the  best  end,  in  case  he  would 
give  a  receipt,  and  promise  the  value  thereof  equal  to  what 
hath  been  given  for  other  cannon  bought  for  the  use  of  the 
Colony;  on  which  the  Colonel  told  us  he  was  in  no  capacity 
to  receive  it  on  that  condition,  and  so  left  it.  One  Sntur- 
day,  the  29th  June  last,  Colonel  Evans  sent  again  for  said 
cannon,  and  likewise  sent  the  above  order;  but  as  the  same 
difficulty  subsisted  that  there  was  at  first,  (there  being  no 
person  to  give  a  receipt  or  rather  security,)  the  cannon  was 
not  delivered.  The  Selectmen  acquainted  the  Committee 
of  Safety  for  said  town  with  their  proceedings  relative  to  the 
cannon ;  they  justified  our  proceedings,  yet  thought  the  can- 
non ought  to  be  carried  where  it  would  answer  the  best  end, 
but  yet  thought  our  request  for  the  value  thereof  not  unrea- 
sonable. 

We  would  herewith  testify  our  readiness  to  obey  all  such 
orders  as  we  shall  receive  from  the  honourable  House  from 
time  to  time,  as  also  our  willingness,  with  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes, to  bear  our  proportionable  part  in  defending  and  se- 
curing to  us  the  rights  and  liberties  and  privileges  we  are 
now  contending  for,  kc. 

We  are,  sir,  yours  and  the  honourable  House's  most 
obedient  and  humble  servants, 

Jabez  Dame,  1 

Baknabas  Palmek,  Y  Selectmen  of  Rochester. 
William  Allen,     j 
To  the  Hon.  Meshech  Weare,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  now  sitting. 


TRANSLATION    OF     AN    EDICT,    PUBLISHED     AT    LISBON,    BY 
ORDER   or   THE    KING    OF    PORTUGAL. 

EDITAL. 

Being  lately  informed  that  the  Colonies  of  English  Ame- 
rica, by  an  act  published  by  the  Congress  held  on  the  15th 
oi  May  last,  do  not  only  declare  themselves  entirely  sepa- 
rated from  the  subjection  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain, 
but  are  already  making  laws  by  tlieir  own  particular  autho- 
rity to  resist  the  lawful  authority  of  his  Britannick  Majesty, 
my  good  brother,  friend,  and  ally : 

And  as  such  a  pernicious  example  must  be  interesting  to 
Princes  the  most  indifferent,  so  as  to  deny  all  favour  and 
assistance,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  subjects  who,  in  so  pub- 
lick  and  formal  a  manner,  have  risen  against  their  natural 
Sovereign,  I  am  pleased  to  order,  that  in  none  of  the  Ports 
of  these  Kingdoms  and  Dominions  there  be  given  pratique 
or  entry  to  any  ship  which  shall  arrive  there  with  or  with- 
out a  cargo,  coming  from  the  Ports  of  the  above-mentioned 
English  North- America ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  be 
driven  from  the  said  Ports  in  the  same  state  in  which  they 
shall  arrive,  without  any  succour  of  any  nature  whatever 
being  given  to  them.  The  masters  of  ships  to  whom  an  entry 
may  till  now  have  been  permitted,  in  consideration  that  there 
was  no  motive  for  hindering  them,  shall  have  notice  to  go 
out  of  the  said  Ports  with  their  ships  within  the  term  of  eight 
days,  without  further  prolongation ;  an  examination  being 
made  before  they  go  out,  whether  they  have  on  board  any 
Gunpowder  or  such  Ammunition  as  I  iiave  already  prohibit- 
ed by  my  Royal  orders,  given  on  the  21st  of  October  of  tlie 
last  year,  at  the  Arsenal  and  the  Consulado;  and  confiscating 
for  the  benefit  of  the  publick  works  all  such  ships  in  which 
there  may  be  found  such  prohibited  Ammunition  clandestine- 
ly and  privately  put  on  board  as  effects  deemed  by  such  a 
discovery  to  belong  to  Rebels.  The  Conselho  da  Fazenda 
is  to  understand  it  so,  and  is  to  order  this  Edital  to  be  printed 
and  fixed  up  in  all  the  publick  places  of  the  City  of  Lisbon, 
and  the  Ports  of  this  Kingdom  and  uf  Algarve,  that  it  may 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  all,  and  no  one  may  allege  igno- 
rance of  it. 

Palace  o(  Nossa  Senhora  daAjuda,4th  July,  1776. 
With  the  Royal  Signature. 


in  the  British  service,  and  understood  the  duty  extremely 
well.  Appearing  much  attached  to  our  cause,  I  persuaded 
him  to  quit  his  Scrgeantcy,  and  to  act  as  Drum-Major  in  this 
corps ;  in  which  character  he  has  acted  about  two  months, 
during  which  time  he  has  discharged  his  duty  in  an  extra- 
ordinary manner,  having  improved  our  drummers  and  fifei-s 
very  much,  and  has  taught  one  for  the  First  Independent 
Company,  and  may  be  very  useful  in  forming  many  othere 
for  the  service.  His  duty  in  this  department  engages  him 
entirely,  and  hitherto  has  been,  and  probably  for  some  time 
will  continue  to  be,  much  more  fatiguing  than  most  in  the 
battalion,  for  which  he  has  only  received  common  drum- 
mer's pay,  which  certainly  is  much  too  low  for  this  duty. 

I  must,  therefore,  through  you,  beg  leave  to  recommend 
him  to  the  honourable  Convention,  as  a  person  who  merits 
encouragement,  hoping  his  pay  will  be  made  adequate  to 
his  services. 

There  is  also  a  Corporal  of  the  Artillery  inlisted  by  the 
Council  of  Safety,  who  understands  that  duty  very  well,  is 
very  useful,  and  deserves  encouragement. 

1  am,  with  much  respect,  &c.,  your  obedient,  humble 
servant, 

W.  Smallwood. 
To  Thomas  Johnson,  Esq. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   JAMES    TILGHMAN. 
[No.  57.]  Annapolis,  July  4,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  presence  is  much  wanted,  there  being  but 
three  Members  in  town,  and  several  commissions  to  sign, 
and  other  business  before  us. 
We  are,  &.c. 

To  James  Tilghman,  Esq. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    DORCHESTER    COUNTY 
COilMITTEE    OF    OBSERVATION. 

[No.  58.]  Annapolis,  July  5,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  sent  by  a  boat  belonging  to  Mr. 
William  Acres,  of  Talbot  County,  opposite  to  Cambridge, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  weight  lead,  for  your  County.  The 
skipper  has  engaged  to  deliver  it  at  Cambridge  to  you. 
We  shall  send  some  more  over  by  General  Chamberlaine, 
to  be  lodged  at  Talbot  Court-House,  for  the  use  of  your 
Shore.  In  case  you  should  be  in  want  hereafter  be  pleased 
to  apply  to  him. 
We  are,  &;c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Dorchester  County. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    MESSRS.    DANIEL    AND 

SAMUEL    HUGHES. 
[No.  59.]  Annapolis,  July  5,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Convention  have  directed  the  Council 
of  Safety  to  fortify  Annapolis  innnediately.  This  cannot  be 
done  without  you  comply  with  your  contract  with  the  Pro- 
vince, or  as  much  thereof  as  you  possibly  can ;  you  will, 
therefore,  be  pleased  to  send  as  many  of  the  eighteen  and 
nine-pounders  to  Baltimore  as  may  be  in  your  power. 
We  are,  &,c. 

To  Messrs.  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes. 


COLONEL    SMALLWOOD    TO    THOMAS    JOHNSON. 

Annapolis,  July  4,  1776. 

Sir:  There  is  in  this  battalion  a  man  wlio  was  inlisted 
by  Captain  Fulford  as  a  Sergeant,  who  (upon  the  company's 
marching  here  to  station)  I  found  had  been  a  Drum-Major 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  THOMAS  SMYTH,  THOMAS 

B.  HANDS,  AND  JOSEPH   NICHOLSON,  JUN. 
[No.  60.]  Annapolis,  July  6,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  Convention  have  appointed  you  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  we  beg  your  attendance 
immediately. 

Messrs.  Vanhibber  and  Harrison  have  bought  us  a  brig, 
and  shipped  us  a  valuable  cargo,  as  you  will  perceive  by 
the  enclosed  copy  of  the  invoice.  You  will  be  pleased  to 
despatch  wagons  immediately  from  Kent  or  elsewhere,  as  to 
be  had,  sufficient  to  convey  this  cargo  to  Chestertown,  and 
also  to  provide  provision  for  the  guard  to  Chingoteague  and 
back,  which  is  to  consist  of  a  commissioned  officer  and 
twenty-four  privates  out  of  Captain  Veazey's  company. 

We  are,  &ic. 
To  Messrs.  Smyth,  Hands,  and  Nicholson. 
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P.  S.  The  Convention  have  this  moment  determined 
that  the  battalion  and  three  Independent  Comjjanies  imme- 
diately march  to  the  Jerseys,  armed  ;  you  will,  therefore,  not 
lose  one  moment's  time,  but  send  the  wagons  instantly  down 
to  Virginia.  We  shall  be  totally  without  arms  till  these 
arrive.  If  Veazeifs  Independent  Company  is  to  march  im- 
mediately, you  are  desired  to  send  a  Captain  and  thirty 
picked  men  of  the  Militia  to  guard  the  wagons. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF    SAFEXr    TO    COLONEL    JAMES    KENT. 
[No.  61.]  Annapolis,  July  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  Captain  Nicholson  being  appointed  to  the  command 
of  one  of  the  Continental  frigates,  renders  it  necessary  that 
some  gentleman  should  be  commissioned  to  fill  the  depart- 
ment he  acted  in  on  board  the  ship  Defence.  The  subal- 
terns, though  otherwise  very  clever,  want  experience ;  and 
as  we  have  been  advised  by  Captain  Nichokon  you  had 
sailed  in  a  vessel  of  force,  and  probably  would  accept  the 
command  of  our  ship,  and  as  we  were  well  satisfied  of  your 
zeal,  activity,  and  prudence,  we  moved  and  obtained  liberty 
from  the  Convention  to  propose  it  to  you  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  Defence.  You  will  please  to  favour  us  with 
your  answer  immediately,  and  signify  to  us  whether  you 
will  accept  it.  We  wish  you  to  receive  the  commission, 
and  leave  it  to  yourself  to  determine  if  it  will  not  be  better 
to  accept  the  command,  which  probably  will  have  continu- 
ance, than  of  the  battalion,  which  will  be  disbanded  the  1st 
of  December. 

We  are,  &c. 
To  Colonel  James  Kent. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL   OF    SAFETY   TO  CAPTAIN  REZIN  BEALL. 
[No.  62.]  Annapolis,  July  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  As  Captain  Thomas  is  directed  by  the  honourable 
Convention  to  march  immediately  with  his  company  to  the 
northward,  and  as  it  is  proper  his  men  should  be  as  com- 

Eletely  armed  as  possible,  we  have  ordered  that  you  furnish 
im  with  such  of  the  guns,  with  bayonets,  belonging  to  your 
company,  as  may  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  He  will 
leave  with  you  such  of  his  guns  as  have  not  bayonets.  We 
desire  to  have  a  particular  state  of  the  arms  of  your  com- 
pany after  Captain  Thomas  may  have  delivered  you  this, 
that  we  may  immediately  order  you  a  proper  supply  from 
hence,  to  make  up  the  deficiency  if  there  should  be  any 
wanting. 

We  are,  &c. 

To  Captain  Rezin  Beall. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    MESSRS.    VANBIBBER 
AND    HARRISON. 

[No.  63.]  Annapolis,  July  6,  1776. 

Sirs  :  Enclosed  you  have  bill  of  lading  and  invoice  of 
sundries,  shipped  on  account  of  this  Province,  in  the  John, 

Captain ,  amounting  to  £  ....  ,  which  you 

will  dispose  of  to  the  best  advantage. 

Captain  Martin  is  arrived  with  the  needful,  and  your 
orders  in  his  favour  shall  be  paid  at  sight.  The  brig  is  im- 
mediately to  return  to  you.  The  articles  we  most  want, 
you  have  a  list  of  enclosed. 

Your  letters  of  May  21st,  Mr.  B.  H.,  15th  June,  we 
have  not  time  to  answer,  particularly  at  this  time,  being 
much  hurried  by  military  preparations,  and  shall  say  that 
we  are  well  jileased  with  everything  you  have  done,  and 
shall  give  you  every  support  in  our  power. 
We  are,  &;c. 

To  Messrs.  Vanbibber  and  Harrison. 


turbed  state  of  your  County  and  Somerset,  determine  with 
any  certainty  whether  it  may  be  a  sufficient  guard,  we  re- 
quest, if  you  think  it  will  not,  that  as  many  of  your  Militia 
as  you  shall  determine  proper,  may  march  through  Somerset 
and  the  head  of  Dorset  with  the  wagons,  for  the  further 
security  of  your  powder ;  and  we  cannot  doubt  of  the  rea- 
diness of  your  men  to  engage  in  this  service ;  and  are  fully 
persuaded  a  retpisition,  without  an  order  from  our  Board, 
will  be  sufficient  to  induce  a  compliance. 
We  are,  &tc. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Worcester  County. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    THE    COMMITTEE    OF 

OBSERVATION   FOR   WORCESTER   COUNTY. 
[No.  64.]  Annapolis,  July  6, 1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  have  ordered  a  Captain  and  thirty 
privates  of  the  Militia  of  Kent  County  to  guard  the  gun- 
powder, &.C.,  belonging  to  this  Province,  from  Chingoteague, 
in  Accomack  County,  in  Virginia,  to  Chestertown ;  but  as 
we  cannot,  with  any  certainty,  from  the  unhappy  and  dis- 


PRESIDENT    of    congress    to    general    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  July  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  resolves,  to  which  I  must  beg  leave 
to  refer  your  attention,  will  inform  you  of  the  steps  Con- 
gress have  taken  to  establish  the  flying-camp.  To  the  un- 
happy confusions  that  have  prevailed  in  this  Colony  must 
principally  be  ascribed  the  delays  that  have  hitherto  at- 
tended that  salutary  measure.  However,  I  flatter  myself 
things  will  now  take  a  different  turn,  as  the  contest  to  keep 
possession  of  power  is  now  at  an  end,  and  a  new  mode  of 
government,  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  our  affairs,  will  sooa 
be  adopted,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress  to 
the  United  Colonies. 

I  am  directed  to  request  you  will  appoint  a  proper  officer 
for  the  command  of  the  flying-camp,  and  pei-sons  to  supply 
them  with  rations. 

I  have  written  to  the  several  Committees,  and  have  pressed 
them  to  send  forward  their  troops  with  the  utmost  despatch. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  New-  York. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  MARYLAND  CONVENTION. 

Philadelphia,  July  4,  1770. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Congress  have  this  day  received  intelli- 
gence which  renders  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  greatest 
exertions  should  be  made  to  save  our  country  from  being  de- 
solated by  the  hand  of  tyranny.  General  Howe  having  taken 
possession  of  Staten-Island,  and  the  Jerseys  being  drained  of 
their  Militia  for  the  defence  of  iVeit;- YorZf,  I  am  directed  by 
Congress  to  request  you  will  proceed  immediately  to  im- 
body  your  Militia  for  the  establishment  of  the  flying-camp, 
and  march  them  with  all  possible  expedition,  either  by  bat- 
talions, detachments  of  battalions,  or  by  companies,  to  the 
City  of  Philadelphia. 

The  present  campaign,  I  have  no  doubt,  if  we  exert  our- 
selves properly,  will  secure  the  enjoyment  of  our  liberties 
forever. 

All  accounts  agree  that  Great  Britain  will  make  her 
greatest  effort  this  summer.  Should  we,  therefore,  be  able 
to  keep  our  ground,  we  shall  afterwards  have  little  to  appre- 
hend from  her.  I  do,  therefore,  most  ardently  beseech  and 
request  you,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  as 
you  regard  your  own  freedom,  and  as  you  stand  engaged  by 
the  most  solemn  ties  of  honour  to  support  the  common  cause, 
to  strain  every  nerve  to  send  forward  your  Militia.  This  is 
a  step  of  such  infinite  moment,  that,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, your  speedy  compliance  will  prove  the  salvation  of 
your  country.  It  is  impossible  we  can  have  any  higher  mo- 
tives to  induce  us  to  act.  We  should  reflect,  too,  that  the 
loss  of  this  campaign  will  inevitably  protract  the  war ;  and 
that  in  order  to  gain  it,  we  have  only  to  exert  ourselves,  and 
to  make  use  of  the  means  which  God  and  nature  have  given 
us  to  defend  oui-selves.  I  must,  therefore,  again  repeat  to 
you  that  the  Congress  most  anxiously  expect  and  request 
that  you  will  not  lose  a  moment  in  carrying  into  effect  this 
requisition  with  all  the  zeal,  spirit,  and  despatch  which  are 
so  indispensably  required  by  the  critical  situation  of  our 
affairs. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  Maryland. 

(Same  to  the  Assembly  of  Delaviare  Government) 
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DECLARATION  OF  l.VDEPENDENCE. 

In  Congress,  July  4,  1776. 

A  Dcclaralioti  by  the  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
OF  America,  in  General  Congress  assembled. 
When  in  the  Course  of  luiman  Events,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary for  one  People  to  dissolve  tiie  Political  Bands  wliicli 
have  connected  them  with  another,  and  to  assume  among 
the  Powers  of  the  Earth  the  separate  and  equal  Station  to 
which  the  Laws  of  Nature  and  ol  Nature's  God  entitle  them, 
a  decent  Respect  to  the  Opinions  of  Mankind  requires  that 
they  should  declare  the  causes  which  impel  them  to  the 
Separation. 

We  hold  these  Truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  Men 
are  created  equal,  that  they  arc  endowed  by  tlieir  Creator 
with  certain  unalienable  Rights,  that  among  these  are  Life, 
Liberty,  and  the  Pursuit  of  Happiness — That  to  secure 
these  Rights,  Governments  are  instituted  among  men,  de- 
riving their  just  Powers  from  the  Consent  of  the  Governed, 
that  whenever  any  Form  of  Government  becomes  destruc- 
tive of  these  Ends,  it  is  the  Right  of  the  People  to  alter  or  to 
abolish  it,  and  to  institute  new  Government,  laying  its  Foun- 
dation on  such  Principles,  and  organizing  its  Powers  in  such 
Form,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  Safety 
and  Happiness.  Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate  that  Govern- 
ments long  established  should  not  be  changed  for  light  and 
transient  Causes ;  and  accordingly  all  Experience  hath 
shewn,  that  Mankind  are  more  disposed  to  suffer,  while 
Evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  themselves  by  abolishing 
the  Forms  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  But  when  a  long 
Train  of  Abuses  and  Usurpations,  pursuing  invariably  the 
same  Object,  evinces  a  Design  to  reduce  them  under  abso- 
lute Despotism,  it  is  their  Right,  it  is  their  Duty,  to  throw 
off  such  Government,  and  to  provide  new  Guards  for  their 
future  Security.  Such  has  been  the  patient  Sufferance  of 
tliese  Colonies ;  and  such  is  now  the  Necessity  which  con- 
strains them  to  alter  their  former  Systems  of  Government. 
The  History  of  the  present  King  of  Great  Britain  is  a  His- 
tory of  repeated  Injuries  and  Usurpations,  all  having  in 
direct  Object  the  Establisliment  of  an  absolute  Tyranny 
over  these  States.  To  prove  this,  let  Facts  be  submitted  to 
a  candid  World. 

He  has  refused  his  Assent  to  liaws,  the  most  wholesome 
and  necessary  for  the  publick  Good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  Governours  to  pass  Laws  of  imme- 
diate and  pressing  Importance,  unless  suspended  in  their 
Operation  till  his  Assent  should  be  obtained ;  and  when  so 
suspended,  he  has  utterly  neglected  to  attend  to  them. 

He  has  refused  to  pass  other  Laws  for  the  Accommoda- 
tion of  large  Districts  of  People,  unless  those  People  would 
relinquish  the  Right  of  Representation  in  the  Legislature,  a 
Right  inestimable  to  them,  and  formidable  to  Tyrants  only. 
He  has  called  together  Legislative  Bodies  at  Places  un- 
usual, uncomfortable,  and  distant  from  the  Depository  of 
their  publick  Records,  for  the  sole  Purpose  of  fatiguing  them 
into  Compliance  with  his  Measures. 

He  has  dissolved  Representative  Houses  repeatedly,  for 
opposing  with  manly  Firmness  his  Invasions  on  the  Rights 
of  the  People. 

He  has  refused  for  a  long  Time,  after  such  Dissolutions, 
to  cause  others  to  be  elected  ;  whereby  the  Legislative  Pow- 
ers, incapable  of  Annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  People 
at  large  for  their  exercise ;  the  State  remaining  in  the  mean 
time  exposed  to  all  the  Dangers  of  Invasion  from  without, 
and  Convulsions  within. 

He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  Population  of  these 
States  ;  for  that  Purpose  obstructing  the  Laws  for  Naturali- 
zation of  Foreigners ;  refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage 
their  Migrations  hither,  and  raising  the  Conditions  of  new 
Appropriations  of  Lands. 

He  has  obstructed  the  Administration  of  Justice,  by  re- 
fusing his  Assent  to  Laws  for  establishing  Judiciary  Powers. 
He  has  made  Judges  dependent  on  his  Will  alone,  for 
the  Tenure  of  their  Offices,  and  the  Amount  and  Payment 
of  their  Salaries. 

He  has  erected  a  Multitude  of  new  Offices,  and  sent  hither 
Swarms  of  Officers  to  harass  our  People,  and  eat  out  their 
Substance. 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  Times  of  Peace,  Standing  Ar- 
mies, without  the  consent  of  our  Legislatures. 

He  has  affected  to  render  the  Military  independent  of  and 
superior  to  the  Civil  Power. 


He  has  combined  with  others  to  subject  us  to  a  Jurisdic- 
tion foreign  to  our  Constitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our 
Laws ;  giving  his  Assent  to  their  Acts  of  Pretended  Legis- 
lation : 

For  quartering  large  Bodies  of  Armed  Troops  amon"  us : 
For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  Trial,  from  Punishment 
for  any  Murders  which  they  should  commit  on  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  these  States: 

For  cutting  off  our  Trade  with  all  Parts  of  the  Worid  : 
For  imposing  Taxes  on  us  without  our  Consent : 
For  depriving  us,  in  many  Cases,  of  the  Benefits  of  Trial 
by  Jury: 

For  transporting  us  beyond  Seas  to  be  tried  for  pretended 
Offences : 

For  abolishing  the  free  System  of  English  Laws  in  a 
neighbouring  Province,  establishing  therein  an  abitrary  Go- 
vernment, and  enlarging  its  Boundaries,  so  as  to  render  it  at 
once  an  Example  and  fit  Instrument  for  introducing  the 
same  absolute  Rule  into  these  Colonies : 

For  taking  away  our  Charters,  abolishing  our  most  valua- 
ble Laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  the  Forms  of  our 
Governments : 

For  suspending  our  own  Legislatures,  and  declaring  them- 
selves invested  with  Power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  Cases 
whatsoever. 

He  has  abdicated  Government  here,  by  declaring  us  out 
of  his  Protection,  and  waging  War  against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  Seas,  ravaged  our  Coasts,  burnt 
our  Towns,  and  destroyed  the  Lives  of  our  People. 

He  is,  at  this  Time,  transporting  large  Annies  of  foreign 
Mercenaries  to  complete  the  Works  of  Death,  Desolation, 
and  Tyranny,  already  begun  with  circumstances  of  Cruelty 
and  Perfidy,  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most  barbarous  Ages, 
and  totally  unworthy  the  Head  of  a  civilized  Nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  fellow  Citizens  taken  Captive  on 
the  high  Seas  to  bear  Arms  against  their  Country,  to  be- 
come the  Executioners  of  their  Friends  and  Brethren,  or  to 
fall  themselves  by  their  Hands. 

He  has  excited  domestick  Insurrections  amongst  us,  and 
has  endeavoured  to  bring  on  the  Inhabitants  of  our  Fron- 
tiers, the  merciless  Indian  Savages,  whose  known  Rule  of 
Warfare  is  an  undistinguished  Destruction  of  all  Ages, 
Sexes  and  Conditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  Oppressions  we  have  Petitioned 
for  Redress  in  the  most  humble  Terms:  our  repeated  Peti- 
tions have  been  answered  only  by  repeated  injury.  A  Prince, 
whose  Character  is  thus  marked  by  every  act  which  may 
define  a  Tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  Ruler  of  a  free  People. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  Attentions  to  our  British 
Brethren.  We  have  warned  them  from  Time  to  Time  of 
Attempts  by  their  Legislature  to  extend  an  unwarrantable 
Jurisdiction  over  us.  We  have  reminded  ihem  of  the  Cir- 
cumstances of  our  Emigration  and  Settlement  here.  We 
have  appealed  to  their  native  Justice  and  Magnanimity,  and 
we  have  conjured  them  by  the  Ties  of  our  common  Kin- 
dred to  disavow  these  Usurpations,  which  would  inevitably 
interrupt  our  Connections  and  Correspondence.  They,  too, 
have  been  deaf  to  the  Voice  of  Justice  and  of  Consan- 
guinity. We  must,  therefore,  acquiesce  in  the  Necessity, 
which  denounces  our  Separation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold 
the  rest  of  Mankind,  Enemies  in  War,  in  Peace,  Friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  Representatives  of  the  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA,  in  General  Congress,  As- 
sembled, appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  World  for 
the  Rectitude  of  our  Intentions,  do,  in  the  Name,  and  by 
Authority  of  the  good  People  of  these  Colonies,  solemnly 
Publish  and  Declare,  That  these  United  Colonics  are,  and 
of  Right  ought  to  be.  Free  and  Independent  States  ; 
that  they  are  absolved  from  all  Allegiance  to  the  British 
Crown,  and  that  all  yjolitical  Connection  between  them  and 
the  State  of  Great  Britain,  is  and  ought  to  be  totally  dis- 
solved ;  and  that  as  Free  and  Independent  States,  they 
have  full  Power  to  levy  War,  conclude  Peace,  contract 
Alliances,  establish  Commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  Acts  and 
Things  which  Independent  States  may  of  right  do.  And 
for  the  support  of  this  Declaration,  vvidi  a  firm  Reliance  on 
the  Protection  of  divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to 
each  other  our  Lives,  our  Fortunes,  and  our  sacred  Honour. 
Signed  by  Order  and  in  Behalf  of  the  Congress: 

j\ttg3{.  John  Hancock,  President. 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 
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CAPTAIN    NICHOLSON    TO    MARYLAND    CONVENTION. 

Baltimore,  July  4,  1776 — five  o'clock. 

Gentlemen  :  I  was  favoured  with  your  commands  last 
evening,  but  too  late  to  get  the  ship  under  way.  Am  now 
proceeding  with  the  ship  and  tenders,  and  shall  lose  no  op- 
portunity in  getting  to  Annapolis  as  soon  as  possible,  to  wait 
your  further  commands. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obliged  humble  servant  to 
command,  James  Nicholson. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  o[  Maryland. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATOHS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Officers  and  Privates  of  fifty-three 
Battalions  of  the  Associators  of  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania, 
at  Lancaster,  on  the  4th  day  o(  July,  1776,  on  notice,  to 
choose  two  Brigadier-Generals  to  command  the  Battalions 
and  Forces  in  said  Colony : 

Colonel  George  Ross  was  unanimously  chosen  President, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Daniel  Clymer  was  unanimously 
chosen  Secretary. 

The  Protest  of  the  Board  of  Officers  of  the  five  Battalions 
of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia  to  the  Assembly 
was  read. 

The  Circular  Letter  signed  by  the  Chairman,  Colonel 
Roberdeau,  was  read. 

The  Circular  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Privates  of 
the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  signed  by  the  Chair- 
man, Mr.  Samuel  Simpson,  was  read. 

The  Protest  of  the  Privates  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of 
Philadelphia  to  the  Assembly,  signed  by  Mr.  Samuel  Simp- 
son, was  read. 

A  question  was  put,  whether  the  Officers  and  Privates 
shall  vote  by  ballot  separately. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  both  Brigadier-Generals  be  voted  for  at 
the  same  time,  and  that  the  highest  in  votes  to  be  the  Com- 
manding Officer. 

Adjourned  till  five  o'clock,  P.  M.  • 

P.  M.,  Jive  o'clock. — The  Officers  and  Privates  met  ac- 
cording to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  with  Colonel  Mark  Bird 
and  Captain  Sharp  Ddany,  be  judges  of  the  election  for 
Brigadier-Generals. 

The  poll  was  then  opened,  and  after  casting  up  the  same, 
the  majority  of  votes  were  for  Daniel  Roberdeau  and  James 
Ewing. 

The  President  immediately  declared  Daniel  Roberdeau 
First  Brigadier-General,  and  James  Ewing  Second  Briga- 
dier-General. 

Resolved,  That  the  Brigadier-Generals  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  call  out  any  number  of  the  Associa- 
tors of  this  Colony  into  action,  and  their  power  to  continue, 
unless  superseded  by  the  Convention,  or  by  any  authority 
under  their  appointment. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Board  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  grant  Commissions  to  the  two  Briga- 
dier-Generals, to  continue  until  Commissions  shall  issue  from 
the  Convention,  or  any  authority  they  may  delegate  to  con- 
firm or  supersede  them. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  march  under  the  command  and 
direction  of  our  Brigadier-Generals  to  the  assistance  of  all 
or  any  of  the  free  and  independent  States  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  the  Associators  to  be  drafted  out  of  each 
County  by  the  Brigadier-Generals  shall  be  in  the  same  pro- 
portion as  that  directed  by  the  late  Provincial  Conference 
in  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  be  given  to  the 
President  for  his  seasonable  and  excellent  Speech  this  day  in 
behalf  of  the  liberties  of  America,  and  for  the  cheerfulness  and 
impartiality  with  which  he  conducted  the  business  of  the  day. 
Which  the  President  received  and  politely  thanked  them  for. 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  with  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Daniel  Clymer  and  Captain  Sharp  Delany,  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  revise  and  correct  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of 
this  day,  and  they  are  desired  to  publish  them  in  the  seve- 
ral Newspapers  in  this  Colony,  and  that  they  be  signed  by 
the  President.  (.^^^^^  ^^^^^  President. 

Daniel  Clymer,  Secretary. 
Lancaster,  July  4,  1776. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  TRENTON,  NEW-JERSEY,  DATED 
JULY  4,  1776,  A.  M. 

A  gentleman  who  this  moment  arrived  informs  that  about 
half-past  twelve  on  yesterday  noon,  as  he  was  passing  from 
Staten-Island  to  Brunswick,  he  was  surprised  by  three 
or  four  officers  and  about  one  hundred  Regulars,  who  de- 
tained him  upwards  of  two  hours.  In  the  course  of  his 
confinement  he  met  with  Courtlandt  Skinner,  who  told  him 
that  General  Hoive  with  his  Army,  from  seven  to  ten  thou- 
sand men,  had  landed  the  night  before  and  taken  possession 
of  every  pass  on  the  Island.  He  says  he  saw  most  of  the 
troops,  but  as  they  were  dispersed  through  the  Island,  he 
could  form  no  idea  of  their  numbers.  Skinner  also  told  him 
that  the  fleet  from  England  had  arrived  at  the  Hook  on  the 
night  of  their  landing,  with  ten  thousand  men,  who  were  to 
land  on  Staten-Island,  as  this  morning ;  that  they  had  placed 
two*egiments  opposite  Amboy,  had  planted  several  pieces 
of  cannon  there,  and  at  each  of  the  ferries.  He  also  asked 
the  officers  if  the  Commissioners  were  come  ;  to  which  they 
answered  yes,  and  that  they  were  the  very  men  most  pro- 
per to  settle  differences  of  this  sort,  and  also  told  him  they 
were  determined  to  dislodge  our  worthy  General  from  Neiv- 
York.  He  left  New-  York  yesterday  morning,  where  the  Jer- 
sey Militia  had  most  of  them  arrived ;  that  the  General 
and  his  troops  were  in  high  spirits,  and  lie  supposed  much 
disappointed  at  this  sudden  movement  of  Howe's.  The 
Jersey  Militia  have  turned  out  unanimously,  to  their  great 
credit ;  but  as  most  of  them  have  gone  over  to  New-  York, 
would  it  not  be  necessary  for  Pennsylvania  to  send  them 
assistance  ?  The  gentleman  thinks  that  both  the  General's 
express  (if  one  was  sent)  and  the  stage  are  in  all  probability 
stopped,  for  which  reason  I  thought  it  necessary  to  send  an 
express.  I  fear  I  shal)  not  be  able  to  join  our  worthy  Gene- 
ral ;  however,  I  am  determined  to  try,  and  if  I  fail,  must  be 
satisfied  with  having  done  my  duty.  Howe  treated  him 
very  genteelly,  and  dismissed  him  at  half-past  two. 

The  enemy  have  taken  several  of  the  Riflemen  who  were 
on  their  way  to  Pennsylvania.  1  hope  all  such  scoundrels, 
who  will  quit  an  army  in  sight  of  an  enemy,  may  meet  the 
same  fate. 


GENERAL    LIVINGSTON    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Elizabethtown,  July  4,  1776. 

May  it  PLEASE  your  Excellency:  Since  my  last  to 
Mr.  Adjutant  Reed  nothing  material  has  happened  here,  ex- 
cepting that  we  are  all  fully  confirmed  in  the  enemy's  having 
posts  along  the  whole  Staten-Island  shore  as  far  as  Amboy. 
They  have  thrown  up  a  couple  of  small  breastworks  on  the 
Causeway  leading  from  the  Point  over  the  Salt  Meadows, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  two  brigades.  It  is  said  that  last 
night  they  brought  two  pieces  of  cannon  to  the  nearest  work. 
We  have  between  four^and  five  hundred  men  at  the  Point, 
who  have  thrown  up  a  line  from  the  Point  House  eastward, 
to  answer  as  a  cover.  We  have  two  field-pieces,  with  a 
part  of  the  company  of  Artillery  of  this  Province. 

Your  Excellency  must  be  sensible  that  as  the  department 
I  now  act  in  is  to  me  entirely  new,  I  must  be  desirous  of 
every  aid  that  can  possibly  be  obtained.  If  you,  sir,  could 
spare  a  few  experienced  officers  to  assist  me  in  this  impor- 
tant business,  it  might  be  of  essential  service.  Our  men  are 
raw  and  inexperienced,  our  officers  mostly  absent,  want  of 
discipline  is  inevitable,  while  we  are  greatly  exposed  for  the 
distance  of  twelve  or  fourteen  miles. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

William  Livingston. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


ESSEX  COUNTY  (nEW-JERSEy)  COMMITTEE  TO  GENERAL 
WASHINGTON. 

Newark,  July  4, 1776. 
May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  Excellency:  As  not  only  the 
levies,  but  the  main  body  of  the  Militia,  of  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Counties  are  gone  to  New-York,  and  as  the  King's 
troops  are  in  possession  of  Staten-Island,  and  there  being 
but  a  narrow  river  between  them  and  our  defenceless  coun- 
try, and  it  being  thought  improbable  that  General  Howe  will 
make  any  attempt  on  New-York  mth  his  present  strength, 
or  until  all  his  expected  reinforcements  arrive,  and  as  there 
is  great  reason  to  apprehend  that  he,  knowing  our  naked  and 
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defenceless  state,  will  in  the  mean  time,  if  his  troops  have 
no  otiier  employment,  make  incursions  at  least  into,  and 
ravage  our  country,  so  near  and  exposed, — we  cannot  be- 
hold^our  alamiing  situation  without  anticipating  the  most 
cruel  distress,  our  country  destitute  of  inhabitants,  our  wives 
and  children  unprotected  either  from  the  enemy  without  or 
the  Tories  and  negroes  in  the  midst  of  us.  In  this  danger- 
ous predicament,  we  have  no  other  source  for  relief  but  by 
humble  application  to  your  Excellency.  Fimly  relying  on 
your  Excellency's  wisdom  and  humanity,  we  don't  doubt 
you  will  order  the  most  speedy  and  suitable  provision  for 
the  safety  of  our  country,  and  quieting  the  distresses  of  our 
women  and  children.  If  it  be  really  necessary  that  we 
should  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  benefit  of  the  common  cause, 
we  will  endeavour  to  support  our  misfortunes  without  re- 
pining ;  but  we  hope  the  arrival  of  troops  from  Connecticut 
will  render  it  unnecessary,,  and  make  the  longer  attendance 
of  ilie  main  body  of  our  Militia  at  New-  York  dispensable. 

We  are,  with  the  most  respectful  submission,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Newark : 

Lewis  Ogden,  Chairman. 
To  General  Washington. 

GENEEUL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  MERCER. 

Head-Quarters,  July  4,  1776—9  o'clock  P.  M. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
fevours  of  yesterday  and  this  morning,  and  approve  much 
of  the  steps  you  have  taken  for  securing  the  ferries,  as  well 
as  quieting  the  apprehensions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Newark 
by  stationing  some  troops  there. 

Upon  full  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  I  have  con- 
cluded to  send  the  Militia  home,  except  five  hundred  to 
guard  Bergen  Neck,  which  I  deem  an  important  post,  and 
capable  of  being  used  very  much  to  our  prejudice.  1  am 
also  of  opinion  that  a  body  about  Woodbridge  and  Amhoy 
would  be  very  useful.  1  propose  to  retain  the  Morris 
County  Militia  for  the  first  purpose,  and  leave  it  to  General 
Livingston  to  order  the  security  of  the  other  places.  As  to 
the  Militia  who  have  marched  from  distant  parts,  I  suppose, 
like  all  others,  they  are  impatient  to  return  to  their  farms 
and  business,  and  as  others  are  discharged,  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  keep  them.  However,  that  I  leave  to  General  Li- 
vingston, who,  if  he  thinks  they  are  necessary  for  the  defence 
of  the  Province,  will  give  them  his  orders ;  but  I  do  not 
require  their  service  any  longer. 

I  cannot  spare  Captain  Burr  any  swivels,  the  row-galleys 
requiring  all  I  have. 

I  would  by  all  means  recommend  to  you  to  place  a  guard 
at  the  two  ferries,  Hackensack  and  Passaick.  I  shall  send 
over  an  Engmeer  to-morrow  to  erect  some  works  for  the 
security  of  these  places.  The  Militia  of  distant  parts  are 
better  in  such  cases  than  the  Militia  of  the  neighbourhood. 

In  detaining  troops  you  will  please  to  distinguish,  and  incul- 
cate upon  others  the  distinction,  between  the  new  levies  and 
Militia.  Every  man  of  the  former  I  expect  with  all  expe- 
dition. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Brigadier-General  Hugh  Mercer,  in  New-Jersey. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  in  Congress  July  6,  1776.] 

New- York,  July  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  When  I  had  the  honour  to  address  you  on  the  30th 
ultimo,  I  transmitted  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  had  received  from 
a  gentleman,  a  member  of  the  honourable  General  Court, 
suggesting  the  improbability  of  succours  coming  from  thence 
in  any  reasonable  time  either  for  the  defence  of  this  place, 
or  to  reinforce  our  troops  engaged  in  the  Canada  expedition. 
1  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that,  from  a  variety  of  intelligence, 
his  apprehensions  appear  to  be  just  and  to  be  fully  confirm- 
ed ;  nor  have  I  reason  to  expect  but  that  the  supplies  from 
die  other  two  Governments — Connecticut  and  New-Hamp- 
ihire — will  be  extremely  slow  and  greatly  deficient  in  number, 
as  it  now  seems  beyond  question  and  clear  to  demonstration, 
that  the  enemy  mean  to  direct  their  operations  and  bend  their 
most  vigorous  efforts  against  this  Colony,  and  will  attempt 
to  unite  their  two  armies — that  under  General  Burgoyne  and 


the  one  arrived  here — I  cannot  but  think  the  expedient  pro- 
posed by  that  gentleman  is  exceeding  just,  and  that  the 
Continental  regiments  now  in  the  Massachusetts-Bay  should 
be  immediately  called  from  thence  and  be  employed  where 
there  is  the  strongest  reason  to  believe  their  aid  will  be  in- 
dispensably necessary.  The  expediency  of  the  measure  I 
shall  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  will  only 
observe,  as  my  opinion,  that  there  is  not  the  most  distant 
prospect  of  an  attempt  being  made  where  they  now  are  by 
the  enemy;  and  if  there  should,  that  the  Militia  that  can  be 
assembled  upon  the  shortest  notice  will  be  more  than  equal 
to  repel  it.  They  are  well  armed,  resolute,  and  determined, 
and  will  instantly  oppose  any  invasion  that  may  be  made 
upon  their  own  Colony. 

I  shall  also  take  the  liberty  again  to  request  Congress  to  in- 
terest themselves  in  having  the  Militia  raised  and  forwarded 
with  all  possible  expedition  as  fast  as  any  considerable  num- 
ber of  men  can  be  collected  that  are  to  compose  the  flying- 
camp.  This  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  yesterday,  but  think 
proper  to  repeat  it,  being  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  * 
necessity.  The  camp  will  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  .4m- 
boy,  and  I  shall  be  glad  that  the  Conventions  or  Committees 
of  Safety  of  those  Governments  from  whence  they  come, 
may  be  requested  to  give  us  previous  notice  of  their  march- 
ing, that  I  may  form  some  plan  and  direct  provisions  to  be 
made  for  their  reception.  The  disaffection  of  the  people  at 
that  place,  and  others  not  far  distant,  is  exceedingly  great, 
and  unless  it  is  checked  and  overawed,  it  may  become  more 
general  and  be  very  alarming.  The  arrival  of  the  enemy 
will  encourage  it ;  they,  or  at  least  a  part  of  them,  are  alrea- 
dy landed  on  Staten-Island,  which  is  quite  contiguous,  and 
about  four  thousand  were  marching  about  it  yesterday,  as  I 
have  been  advised,  and  are  leaving  no  arts  unessayed  to 
gain  the  inhabitants  to  their  side,  who  seem  but  too  favour- 
ably disposed.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  in  a  little  time  they  may 
attempt  to  cross  to  the  Jersey  side,  and  induce  many  to  join 
them,  either  from  motives  of  interest  or  fear,  unless  there  is 
a  force  to  oppose  them. 

'  As  we  are  fully  convinced  that  the  Ministerial  Army  we 
shall  have  to  oppose  this  campaign  will  be  great  and  nu- 
merous, and  well  know  that  the  utmost  industry  will  be  used, 
as  it  has  already  been,  to  excite  the  savages  and  every  body 
of  people  to  arms  against  us  whom  they  can  influence,  it  . 
certainly  behooves  us  to  strain  every  nerve  to  counteract 
their  designs  ;  I  would,  therefore,  submit  it  to  Congress  whe- 
ther, especially  as  our  schemes  for  employing  the  Western 
Indians  do  not  seem  to  be  attended  with  any  great  prospect 
of  success  from  General  Schuyler's  accounts,  it  may  not  be 
advisable  to  take  measures  to  engage  those  of  the  eastward — 
the  St.  Johns,  Nova-Scotia,  Penobscot,  &.c.,  in  our  favour. 
I  have  been  told  that  several  might  be  got,  perhaps  five  or 
six  hundred  or  more,  readily  to  join  us.  If  they  can,  I  should 
imagine  it  ought  to  be  done ;  it  will  prevent  our  enemies 
from  securing  their  friendship ;  and  further,  they  will  be  of 
infinite  service  in  annoying  and  harassing  them  should  they 
ever  attempt  to  penetrate  the  country.  Congress  will  be 
pleased  to  consider  the  measure,  and  if  they  determine  to 
adopt  it,  I  conceive  it  will  be  necessary  to  authorize  and  re- 
quest the  General  Court  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  to  carry 
it  into  execution  ;  their  situation  and  advantage  will  enable 
them  to  negotiate  a  treaty  and  an  alliance  better  than  it  can 
be  done  by  any  person  else. 

I  have  been  honoured  with  your  two  favours  of  the  1st 
instant,  and  agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  Congress  shall  put 
Monsieur  Weibert  in  the  best  place  I  can  to  prove  his  abili- 
ties in  the  art  he  professes.  I  shall  send  him  up  immediately 
to  the  works  erecting  towards  King's  Bridge,  under  tiie  di- 
rection of  General  MiJJlin,  whom  I  shall  request  to  employ 
him. 

I  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  General  Greene,  an 
extract  of  which  have  enclosed.  The  intelligence  it  con- 
tains is  of  the  most  important  nature,  and  evinces  the  neces- 
sity of  the  most  spirited  and  vigorous  exertions  on  our  part. 
The  expectation  of  the  fleet  under  Admiral  Howe  is  cer- 
tainly the  reason  the  Army  already  come  has  not  begun 
their  hostile  operation.  When  that  arrives  we  may  look  for 
the  most  interesting  events,  and  such  as,  in  all  probability, 
will  have  considerable  weight  in  the  present  contest.  It  be- 
hooves us  to  prepare  in  the  best  manner;  and  I  submit  again 
to  Congress,  whether  the  accounts  given  by  these  prisoners 
do  not  show  the  propriety  of  calling  the  several  Continental 
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regiments  from  the  Massachusetts  Government,  raising  the 
flying-camp  with  all  possible  despatch,  and  engaging  the 
Eastern  Indians. 

July  5. — General  Mercer  arrived  hero  on  Tuesday,  and 
the  next  morning  was  ordered  to  Paulas  Hook,  to  mai<e 
some  arrangements  of  the  Militia  as  they  came  in,  and  the 
best  disposition  lie  could  to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  from 
StateM- Island,  if  they  should  have  any  such  views.  The 
distressed  situation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Elizabethtown  and 
Netvark  has  since  induced  me,  upon  their  application,  to 
give  up  all  the  Militia  from  the  Jerseys  except  those  engaged 
for  six  months.  I  am  hopeful  they  will  be  able  to  repel  any 
incursions  that  may  be  attempted.  Generals  Mercer  and 
Livingston  are  concerting  plans  for  the  purpose.  By  a  let- 
ter from  the  latter  last  night,  I  am  informed  the  enemy  ai-e 
throwing  up  small  works  at  all  the  passes  on  the  north  side 
of  Staten- Island,  which  it  is  probable  they  mean  to  secure. 
None  of  the  Connecticut  Militia  are  yet  arrived,  so  that  the 
reinforcement  we  have  received  is  very  inconsiderable. 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  with  sundry  enclosures,  of 
which  Nos.  1 ,  2,  and  3,  are  exact  copies,  this  moment  came 
to  hand,  and  will  no  doubt  claim,  as  they  ought  to  do,  the 
immediate  attention  of  Congress.  The  evils  which  must 
inevitably  follow  a  disputed  command  are  too  obvious  and 
alarming  to  admit  a  moment's  delay  in  your  decision  thereup- 
on ;  and  although  I  do  not  presume  to  advise  in  a  matter  now 
of  this  delicacy,  yet  as  it  appears  evident  that  the  Northern 
Army  has  retreated  to  Crown  Point,  and  mean  to  act  upon 
the  defensive  only,  I  cannot  help  giving  it  as  my  opinion  that 
one  of  the  Majors-General  in  that  quarter  would  be  more 
usefully  employed  here,  or  in  the  flying-camp,  than  there ; 
for  it  becomes  my  duty  to  observe,  if  another  experienced 
officer  is  taken  from  hence  in  order  to  command  the  flying- 
camp,  that  your  grand  Army  will  be  entirely  stripped  of 
Generals  who  have  seen  service,  being  in  a  manner  already 
destitute  of  such.  My  distress  on  this  account,  the  appoint- 
ment of  General  Whitcomb  to  the  Eastern  Regiments,  a 
conviction  in  my  own  heart  that  no  troops  will  be  sent  to 
Boston,  and  the  certainty  of  a  number  coming  to  this  place, 
occasioned  my  postponing  from  time  to  time  sending  any 
General  Officer  from  hence  to  the  eastward  heretofore,  and 
now  I  shall  wait  the  sentiments  of  Congress  relative  to  the 
five  regiments  in  Massachusetts-Bay  before  I  do  anything  in 
this  matter. 

The  Commissary-General  has  been  with  me  this  morning 
concerning  the  other  matter  contained  in  General  Schuyler's 
letter,  respecting  the  business  of  that  department.  He  has, 
I  believe,  in  order  to  remove  difficulties,  recalled  Mr.  Avery, 
but  seems  to  think  it  necessary  in  that  case  that  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston should  be  left  to  himself,  as  he  cannot  be  responsible 
for  persons  not  of  his  own  appointment.  This  matter  should 
also  be  clearly  defined  by  Congress.  I  have  already  given 
my  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  these  matters  being  under 
one  general  direction,  in  so  full  and  clear  a  manner  that  I 
shall  not  take  up  the  time  of  Congress  to  repeat  it  in  this 
place. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  your  obedi- 


ent servant. 


George  Washington. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  General  Greene,  dated  July  4,  1776. 

General  Scott  being  appointed  to  examine  prisonei-s,  I 
this  morning  sent  four  that  were  taken  last  night  at  the  Nar- 
rows. The  following  is  a  copy  of  their  examination.  They 
were  taken  separate,  and  agreed  in  their  account  in  every- 
thing except  the  number  of  men.  The  Captain's  account 
was  the  least,  and,  I  believe,  the  rightest,  and  I  apprehend 
not  much  from  the  truth. 

The  fleet  sailed  from  Halifax  the  10th  of  June,  and  ar- 
rived the  29th.  The  fleet  consisted  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  sail  of  topsail  vessels,  and  they  have  on  hoard  one 
thousand  troops  received  at  Halifax,  besides  some  of  the 
Scotch  Brigade  that  have  joined  the  fleet  on  the  passage. 
The  troops  from  the  West-Indies  joined  the  Army  at  Hali- 
fax, and  were  there  received  with  them. 

A  list  of  the  Generals :  Howe,  Pigot,  Percy,  Grant,  and 
Jones. 

A  list  of  the  ships  of  force:  Asia  64,  Centurion  50, 
Chatham  .50,  Phenix  40,  Greyhound  30,  Rose  20,  Swan 
16,  Senegal  16. 

Four  days  before  the  fleet  sailed  from  Halifax,  a  packet 
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arrived  from  England,  that  brought  an  account  of  Admiral 
Howe's  sailing,  with  a  fleet  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  sail,  on 
board  of  which  were  twenty  thousand  troojis  ;  the  fleet  sailed 
a  few  days  before  the  packet ;  they  are  expected  in  here 
every  day. 

General  Carlcion's  Regiment  went  from  Halifax  to  Quc- 
beck ;  the  Niger  ship  that  went  from  Halifax  in  April  to 
Canada,  met  Burgoync  going  up  the  river,  with  thirty-six 
transports,  and  six  thousand  troops  on  board. 

General  Carleton's  son  went  into  Quebeck  painted  like  an 
Indian. 

The  people  of  Staten-Island  went  on  board  the  fleet  as 
they  lay  at  the  Hook,  several  boat  loads  of  them. 

Albany,  July  1,  1776, 

Dear  General  :  On  Friday  evening  I  received  a  line 
from  General  Sullivan,  copy  whereof  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose.  By  the  contents,  your  Excellency  will  perceive 
that  we  have  reasons  to  believe  the  next  will  aimounce  his 
arrival  at  Crown  Point. 

Yesterday  morning  General  Gates  introduced  a  Mr.  Avery 
to  me,  who  applied  for  money  to  carry  on  the  Commissary- 
General's  Department  here.  [  asked  if  Mr.  Livingston  was 
superseded,  and  begged  to  see  how  he  (Avery)  was  autho- 
rized to  act  here.  He  showed  me  a  commission  from  Mr. 
Trumbull,  the  Commissary-General,  with  instructions  annex- 
ed, appointing  him  Deputy  Commissary  in  Canada,  and  the 
instructions  were  correspondent  to  such  appointment.  I  told 
him  his  conmiission  did  not  by  any  means  supersede  Mr. 
Livingston's ;  and  until  that  was  done,  that  I  must  consider 
Mr.  Livingston  as  the  Deputy  Commissary-General  here, 
and  that  all  warrants  for  money  to  carry  on  that  department 
here  must  be  drawn  up  in  his  favour,  unless  Mr.  Trumbull 
himself  was  present.  He  assured  me  that  it  was  Mr.  Trum- 
bull's intentions  that  he  (Avery)  should  have  the  sole  man- 
agement, and  that  Mr.  Livingston  was  only  to  be  considered 
as  a  contractor.  I  sent  for  Mr.  Livingston,  who  produced 
a  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  from  Mr.  Trumbull,  directly  con- 
tradictory to  what  Mr.  Avery  had  asserted  ;  upon  which  he 
declared  that  Mr.  Trumbull  had  informed  him  that  Congress 
had  given  him  full  power  to  make  any  arrangement  he  thouirht 
proper,  and  displace  whom  he  pleased ;  and  that  it  was  his 
intention  by  giving  him  (Avery)  that  commission  to  super- 
sede Mr.  Livingston.  To  which  Mr.  Livingston  answered, 
that  although  Mr.  Trumbull  had  no  power  to  remove  him 
unless  authorized  so  to  do  by  Congress,  as  he  held  his  com- 
mission imiTiediately  from  that  body,  yet  if  Mr.  Trumbull  had 
expressed  any  such  intention,  that,  he  would  immediately 
resign,  and  he  would  put  the  question  to  Mr.  Trumbull.  I 
observed  to  Mr.  Avery  that  nothing  in  his  commission  or  the 
instructions  annexed,  authorized  him  to  say  what  he  did;  that 
Mr.  Trumbull's  letter  to  Mr.  Livingston  flatly  contradicted 
it ;  that  if  he  remained  with  the  Army,  provided  it  was  not 
in  Canada,  he  must  be  subordinate  to  Mr.  Livingston,  and 
obey  his  orders ;  which  he  chose  not  to  do,  and  is  now  going 
down.  I  advised  him  to  remain  until  the  affair  was  deter- 
mined ;  and  candidly  told  him  that  I  should  try  to  keep  Mr. 
Livingston  in  the  employment,  if  he  chose  it,  because,  ad- 
mitting that  their  abilities  and  integrity  were  perfectly  equal, 
Mr.  Livingston's  conduct  has  met  my  approbation,  and  that 
his  great  family  connexions  in  this  country  had  enabled  him 
to  carry  on  the  service  when  others  could  not  have  done  it, 
of  which  I  gave  instances.  General  Gates  was  present,  and 
acquiesced  in  the  propriety  of  what  I  observed  ;  I  was,  there- 
fore, gready  surprised  to  be  informed  that  he  should  tell  Mr. 
Avery  that  he  had  nothing  to  say  here,  but  that  as  soon  as 
he  came  to  the  Army  he  would  employ  him — I  say  I  was 
greatly  surprised,  because  General  Gates  knew  that  the  Army 
was  no  longer  in  Canada,  and  because  I  did  not  know  that 
he  then  claimed  a  right  to  control  my  orders  with  respect  to 
the  Army,  even  if  it  should  be  at  Crown  Point ;  nor  could 
I  imagine  he  thought  so,  as  your  Excellency's  instructions 
to  him  gave,  as  I  conceive,  not  the  least  colour  for  it.  Your 
last  letter  to  me  holds  up  a  contrary  idea,  and  so  does  every 
resolution  of  Congress  hitherto  transmitted  to  me.  But  that 
General  Gates  conceived,  and  still  does,  that  the  Army  is 
immediately  under  liis  command,  I  had,  a  very  few  hours 
after,  the  tnost  convincing  proof  of,  as  your  Excellency  will 
observe  from  the  enclosed  paper,  which  1  hastily  drew  im- 
mediately after  the  discourse,  and  which  1  desired  General 
Gates  to  read,  that  no  misunderstanding  might  arise  for  want 
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of  recollecting  what  had  been  said,  and  which  he  acknow 
ledijcs  contains  the  substance  of  what  passed  between  us. 
Bv  your  Excellency's  insliuctions  to  General  Gntes,  1 


he 


I 


is  empowered  to  appoint  a  Quartermaster-General  in  Cana- 
da. 1  observed  this  morning  that  I  believed  it  was  founded 
on  a  supposition  that  Colonel  Camp/jell  wns  then  about  quil- 
ting Canada,  for  that  I  could  not  imagine  that  an  officer 
beinif  "  ordered  to  Congress  to  settle  his  accounts,"  deprived 
him  of  his  employments  ;  that  Colonel  Campbell  was  origi- 
nally appointed  to  this  department;  and  Canada  now  being 
made  a  separate  one,  and  the  command  of  it  given  to  Ge- 
neral Gates,  he  could,  under  the  powers  he  had,  appoint 
whom  he  pleased  to  act  there ;  but  that,  unfortunately  for 
us,  the  evacuation  of  that  country  by  our  troops  had  taken 
ilace,  and  that  I  must  and  should  consider  Colonel  Camp- 
ell  as  the  Deputy  Quartermaster-General  on  this  side  of 
Canada. 

If  Congress  intended  that  General  Gates  should  command 
tiie  Northern  Army  wherever  it  might  be,  as  he  assures  me 
they  did,  it  ought  to  have  been  signified  to  me,  and  1  should 
then  have  immediately  resigned  the  command  to  him ;  but 
until  such  intention  is  properly  conveyed  to  me  1  never  can. 
I  must,  therefore,  entreat  your  Excellency  to  lay  this  letter 
before  Congress,  that  they  may  clearly  and  explicitly  signify 
their  intentions,  to  avert  the  dangers  and  evils  that  may  arise 
from  a  disputed  command ;  for  after  what  General  Gates  has 
said,  the  line  must  be  clearly  drawn,  as  I  shall,  until  then, 
stand  upon  punctilios  with  General  Gates,  that  I  would 
otherwise  with  pleasure  waive.  But  that  the  service  may  not 
be  retarded  nor  suffer  the  least  from  the  difference  in  opi- 
nion between  General  Gates  and  me,  I  have  determined  to 
remain  here,  although  I  had,  before  this  affair  came  to  light, 
mentioned  to  him  my  intentions  of  going  up  with  him.  As 
both  General  Gates  and  myself  mean  to  be  candid,  and 
wish  to  have  the  matter  settled  without  any  of  that  chicane 
which  would  disgrace  us  as  officers  and  men,  we  have  agreed 
to  speak  plain  and  show  each  other  what  we  have  written 
to  you  upon  the  occasion  ;  and  he  has  accordingly  read  the 
whole  of  what  I  have  above  said. 

Since  writing  the  above.  General  Gates  has  shown  me 
the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  17th  instant,  which  con- 
firm me  in  the  opinion  I  have  entertained,  that  he  was  only 
to  command  the  Army  in  Canada,  and  that  I  had  no  con- 
trol upon  him  when  there. 

Your  Excellency  may  be  assured  of  my  best  exertions  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  penetrating  into  the  Colonies.  Ge- 
neral Gates  is  in  sentiment  with  me  on  the  mode,  that  of 
increasing  our  naval  strength,  and  fortifying  some  advan- 
tageous spot  on  the  east  side  oi  Lake  Champlain,  either 
opposite  to  Ticonderoga  or  between  that  and  Crown  Point. 
Part  of  the  Militia  from  the  Colony  is  marched  up ;  none 
of  the  others  are  yet  moved ;  their  tardiness  will  greatly  dis- 
tress us,  as  we  have  much,  very  much,  to  do  with  it. 

The  cannon  sent  up  by  Colonel  Knox  arrived  yester- 
day; and  although  the  Indians  have  deferred  the  treaty  to 
the  middle  of  this  month,  yet  I  have  thought  it  advisable 
to  take  post  at  Fort  Stanwix;  and  all  the  stores  are  moving 
from  here  to-day,  and  will,  I  hope,  leave  Schenectady  on 
Wednesday  morning.  The  Commissioners  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs have  prepared  a  message  to  the  Six  Nations,  giving 
the  reasons  why  we  take  post  at  Fort  Stanwia: ;  this  will, 
however,  not  be  sent  until  everything  is  so  far  advanced 
that  there  may  be  no  danger  in  communicating  to  them  my 
intentions. 

Should  the  enemy  advance  and  we  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  calling  forth  the  Militia  nearest  us,  we  shall  be  at  a 
loss  for  ball  and  buckshot ;  I  wish,  therefore,  to  have  twenty- 
five  rounds  apiece  for  ten  thousand  men,  sent  up  the  soon- 
est possible  if  it  can  anywhere  be  procured,  with  a  propor- 
tionate quantity  of  cartridge-paper,  and  two  tons  of  oakum. 
If  any  cutlasses,  stink-pots,  and  hand-grenades,  can  be  got, 
1  beg  they  may  also  be  sent  for  the  use  of  our  armed  ves- 
sels. 

One  hundred  thousand  of  the  doUai's  brought  up  by  Ge- 
neral Gates  are  ordered  to  the  Army;  better  than  half  of 
the  other  are  already  expended  ;  nor  will  any  be  left  in  two 
or  three  days.  Mr.  Duane  informed  me,  and  gave  me  leave 
to  make  use  of  his  name,  that  the  five  hundred  thousand 
voted  by  Congress  the  22d  of  May  for  this  department  were 
actually  charged,  and  he  fears  they  may  have  met  with  some 
accident  on  the  way  up.     I  have  ordered  the  silver  to  be 


kept  in  chest,  except  about  three  thousand  pounds  which 
we  borrowed  here,  and  must  now  be  repaid. 

Four  o'clock  P.  M. — I  am  this  moment  favoured  with 
your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  enclosing  copy 
of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  24lh.  I  have  immediately 
an  opportunity  of  forwarding  copies  thereof  to  Governour 
Trumbull  and  Mr.  Erlwnrds.  The  latter  has  already  received 
one  month's  advance  wages  for  the  Stockbridge  company, 
and  which  suppose  is  by  this  time  paid  to  them,  as  he  in- 
formed me  that  they  were  to  be  here  on  Wednesday  or 
Thursday  next.  I  am  afraid  it  will  give  great  umbrage  if 
they  are  immediately  discharged  ;  but  as  the  order  is  posi- 
tive, I  dare  not  presume  to  defer  complying  with  it.  I  shall, 
however,  request  Mr.  Edwards  to  do  it  in  a  manner  that 
will  give  (he  least  offence.  I  wish  Colonel  Francis  and 
Colonel  Walcott  were  immediately  ordered  up  to  attend  the 
conference  at  the  German  Flats,  on  the  15lh  instant,  as  1  pro- 
pose going  to  Crown  Point  to-morrow,  having,  upon  further 
consultation  with  General  Gates  and  General  Arnold,  since 
writing  the  foregoing,  determined  upon  it ;  and  this  journey 
may  detain  mo  so  long  as  to  prevent  my  attendance,  in 
which  case  there  will  be  only  two  Commissioners  present. 

I  am,  dear  General,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  and 

humble  servant,  -n  o 

'  Philip  schuyleji. 

To  General  Washington. 

Albany,  June  30,  1776. 

In  a  conversation  with  General  Gates,  in  the  presence  of 
Walter  Livingston,  Esq.,  General  Gates  observed  that  Mr. 
Lewis  had  intimated  to  him,  as  what  he  had  fiom  Colonel 
Trumbull,  that  he  might  as  well  return  to  New-York,  as 
General  Gates  could  not  provide  for  him  agreeable  to  ex- 
pectation, because  the  Army  having  quitted  Canada,  it  was 
now  under  the  command  of  General  Schuyler.  General 
Gates  declared  that  Colonel  Campbcllhemg  ordered  to  Con- 
gress to  settle  his  accounts,  he  should  appoint  Mr.  Lewis 
as  Deputy  Quartermaster-General.  General  Schuyler  an- 
swered, that  if  Colonel  Campbell  quitted  the  department,  he 
should  willingly  appoint  any  person  General  Gates  thought 
proper ;  but  that  the  Army  being  now  out  of  Canada,  he 
conceived  that  it  was  under  his  command,  and  he  could 
suffer  no  appointment  to  be  made  by  General  Gates.  Ge- 
neral Gates  conceived  the  contrary;  upon  which  General 
Schuyler  observed  that  he  meant  to  be  clear  and  explicit 
on  a  point  of  such  importance,  and  declared  that  he  con- 
ceived the  Army  to  be  altogether  under  his  command  when 
on  this  side  of  Canada,  subject,  however,  to  the  control  of 
General  Washington;  that  in  his  absence.  General  Gates 
commanded  the  Army  in  the  same  manner  as  General  Sul- 
livan did  now,  and  only  as  eldest  officer,  who  acknowledged 
that  General  Schuyler's  commands  were  binding  on  him, 
which  he  instanced  in  General  Sullivan's  last  letter;  and 
pointedly  observed,  that  if  he  was  with  the  Army,  (which 
he  always  would  be  when  his  health  or  other  indispensable 
publick  business  did  not  call  him  from  it,)  and  ordered  it  to 
remove  from  one  place  to  another,  that  he  expected  to  be 
obeyed  ;  that  upon  any  sudden  emergency,  the  officer  with, 
and  commanding  the  Army,  had  a  right  to  exercise  his  judg- 
ment and  take  measures  accordingly,  for  which,  however, 
he  was  obnoxious  to  the  censure  or  praise  of  the  commander 
of  the  department ;  that  if  Congress  meant  that  General 
Gates  should  command  the  Army  in  this  department,  and 
would  resolve  so,  that  he  should  most  readily  acquiesce, 
but  that  they  could  not  after  that  imagine  he  would  remain 
in  U  ;  that  they  had  certainly  a  right  to  make  what  arrange- 
ments they  thought  proper ;  that  he  was  a  creature  of  theirs, 
and  they  had  a  right  to  move  him  wherever  they  pleased  ; 
but  they  could  not  put  him  under  the  command  of  a  younger 
officer,  nor  oblige  him  to  be  a  suicide  and  stab  his  own 
honour;  that  he  frankly  confessed  General  Gates's  superior 
military  qualifications ;  that  he  would  always  advise  witli  him 
and  his  other  brother  Generals;  and  -that  if  he  was  super- 
seded, it  would  give  him  great  pleasure  to  be  superseded  by 
a  gentleman  of  General  Gates's  character  and  reputation. 

Both  General  Gates  and  General  Schuyler  declared  they 
would  lay  the  matter  before  Congress,  to  prevent  any  evil 
consequence  from  a  disputed  command  in  a  critical  mo- 
ment ;  that  for  the  present  they  would  co-operate,  that  no 
evil  might  result  to  the  service ;  and  that  each  should  write 
to  Congress  to  determine  the  matter. 
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General  Gates  having  read  this  and  General  Schuyler's 
letter  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  agreed  that 
the  matter  was  fairly  and  fully  stated,  and  therefore  declined 
writing. 

Isle-aux-Noix,  June  24,  1776. 

Dear  General:  Before  this  comes  to  hand  you  will 
have  received  mine  by  General  Arnold,  acquainting  you 
with  our  retreat  to  tliis  place.  Your  favour  ol  the  17lli  in- 
stant enclosing  his  Excellency's  letter,  came  to  hand  this 
evening. 

1  am  much  obliged  for  the  power  you  have  been  pleased 
to  delegate  to  me,  of  which  I  siiall  make  a  proper  use  against 
the  persons  you  mention,  provided  their  crimes  turn  out  as 
1  apprehend.  They  are  now  under  trial,  and  I  trust  the 
result  will  be  known  to-morrow.  This  cowardly  affair,  to- 
gether with  the  want  of  discipline,  and  that  infernal  disorder 
the  small-pox,  has  ruined  our  Army.  Believe  me,  dear 
General,  that  when  I  ordered  the  sick  people  from  hence 
to  Crown  Point,  many  regiments  were  obliged  to  apply  for 
men  to  be  drafted  from  other  regiments  to  row  them  away, 
they  not  having  well  men  enough  lor  that  purpose.  Those 
that  remain  here,  owing  to  their  fatigue  and  want  of  fresh 
provisions,  are  daily  dropping  off  like  the  Israelites  before 
the  destroying  angel.  The  officers  to  a  man  are  daily 
bawling  aloud  to  go  on  to  Crown  Point,  to  fortify  there  and 
recruit  the  Army.  1  am,  for  my  own  part,  now  convinced 
that  this  step  must  be  taken,  or  the  Army  will  be  lost,  not 
by  the  enemy,  but  by  sickness.  I  have  this  day  viewed 
IVindmill  Point  and  Point-au-Fer,  and  think  that  garri- 
sons at  either  place,  or  both,  would  be  useless,  the  Ibrmer 
being  a  low  sunken  piece  of  ground  and  the  river  so  wide 
that  cannon  cannot  command  it ;  the  latter  is  three  miles  from 
this  point,  and  there  the  river  is  still  wider ;  so  that  if  gar- 
risons were  at  these  places  the  enemy  might  pass,  either  by 
water  or  land,  without  regarding  them.  1  had  four  boats  in 
company  with  me  on  my  return,  two  of  which  crossed  astern 
and  the  people  went  on  shore.  I  heard  a  firing  about  two 
or  three  miles  astern,  but  could  not  guess  what  it  was.  I 
have  since  learned  that  the  people  were  attacked  by  the 
Indians  and  the  batteaus  taken.  1  cannot  give  full  credence 
to  this  at  present,  as  I  think  the  firing  must  have  been  fur- 
ther off;  however,  as  the  batteaus  have  not  yet  arrived,  I 
have  sent  a  party  after  them,  and  shall  soon  know  the  truth 
of  this  report.  This  afternoon  before  my  return,  a  party  of 
officei-s  and  men,  who  had  carelessly  ventured  to  a  French 
house  about  half  a  mile  below  this  Island  without  their  arras, 
were  attacked  by  a  party  of  Indians  and  two  Canadians, 
who  killed  and  took  seven  officers  and  four  or  five  privates. 
We  find  these  fellows  have  lined  our  shores  to  watch  our 
batteaus.  I  shall  take  care  to  guard  them  well,  and  am 
now  sending  ofi'  a  strong  party  of  Riflemen  to  scourge  the 
rascals  for  their  insolence.  Colonel  Wayne,  with  a  party, 
followed  those  who  attacked  and  killed  the  officers,  but 
could  not  overtake  them ;  he  recovered  the  batteaus  and 
five  dead  bodies,  scalped  and  mangled  in  a  shocking  man- 
ner. 1  shall  give  you  the  particulars  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
done  with  certainty. 

Dear  General,  believe  me  to  be,  with  much  respect  and 

esteem,  your  most  obedient  servant,         ■,         c 

'  •'  John  SULLIVAN. 

To  General  Schuyler. 

GENERAL    ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  July  1, 1776. 

(Parole,  Jersey.)  (Countersign,  Mililia  ) 

The  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Parsons  is 
President,  is  dissolved.  A  General  Court-Martial  of  the 
line,  consisting  of  one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  one 
Major,  and  ten  Captains,  to  sit  to-inoirovv  morning,  at  ten 
o'clock,  to  try  all  such  prisoners  as  shall  be  brought  before 
them.  All  witnesses  and  other  persons  concerned  to  attend 
the  Court.  Field-Officers  for  the  above  General  Court-Mar- 
tial :  Colonel  Reed,  President,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clarke, 
and  Major  Sprout. 

John  Lynch,  of  Captain  Benezet's  Company,  and  Colo- 
nel Magaw's  Regiment,  convicted  by  a  General  Court-Mar- 
tial of  "striking  and  wounding  an  Officer  of  Colonel  Shea's 
Battalion,"  and  Richard  Neal  and  James  Iliggins,  of  Cap- 
tain Stephenson's  Independent  Company  of  Riflemen,  being 
convicted  by  the  same  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Par- 


sons was  President,  of  "  striking  and  abusing  several  Officers 
of  the  Twentieth  Regiment,"  were  sentenced  by  the  Court 
to  receive  thirty-nine  lashes  each. 

The  General  approves  the  sentences,  and  orders  them  to 
be  put  in  execution  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Command- 
ing Officer  of  their  respective  Corps  shall  direct. 

A  working  parly  of  nine  hundred  men,  from  Generals 
Heath's,  Spencer's,  and  Lord  Stirling's  Brigades,  and  the 
same  proportion  fiom  General  Scott's,  to  turn  out  at  five 
o'clock,  A.  M. ;  Huntington's,  Ward's,  Ni.wn's,  and  Webb's 
Regiments  to  work  at  the  Redoubts  on  Jews-Hill  Plain  and 
Bayard's  Hill,  to  be  allowed  one  hour  for  breakfast,  three 
for  dinner,  and  to  work  till  sunset ;  Parsons's  Regiment  to 
work  on  the  well,  under  Captain  Chapman's  directions  ; 
Learned's,  Wylly's,  and  Bailey's  Regiments  to  go  to  Gover- 
nour's  Island;  Learned' s  to  take  axes  from  the  Laboratory ; 
Prescott's  Regiment  to  work  as  Huntington's,  and  turn  out 
the  whole  off  duty,  the  picket  not  excepted ;  Prescott's 
Regiment  is  required  to  be  more  attentive  to  duty,  not 
having  furnished  their  complement  at  the  works  for  two 
weeks  till  yesterday  ;  Baldwin's  Regiment  to  work  at  Red- 
Hook,  and  take  tools  from  the  Laboratory ;  General  Scott's 
Brigade,  McDougall's,  Ritzema's,  and  Reed's  Regiments,  to 
receive  orders  at  the  Laboratory  in  the  morning.  All  work- 
ing parties  to  work  till  sunset,  and  those  Regiments  not  other- 
wise directed  to  parade  by  six  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Troops  in  rotation  to  be  allowed  to  fire  two  Cartridges 
per  man,  in  such  a  manner  and  at  such  time  as  the  respec- 
tive Brigadiers  may  direct.  The  Brigadiers  to  give  notice 
to  the  General  of  their  several  determinations  on  this  head. 

William  Hurly,  of  Captain  Parke's  Company,  and  of  the 
Regiment  late  Learned's,  tried  by  the  above  Court-Martial 
for  firing  on  and  wounding,  without  cause,  one  Peter  Child, 
a  citizen,  was  acquitted.  The  General  approves  thereof, 
and  orders  him  to  be  discharged. 

After  Orders. — The  whole  Army  to  be  under  arms  to- 
morrow morning,  at  daylight,  on  their  Regimental  parades, 
with  their  full  Ammunition  ready  for  action.  The  Militia 
of  the  City  will  parade  at  their  usual  places,  and  take  their 
orders  from  the  Brigadier-General  commanding  in  that  quar- 
ter. The  Artificers,  and  such  Militia  and  other  Troops  as 
are  arrived  in  town,  and  have  no  other  destination,  are  to 
parade  on  the  Common  in  front  of  the  Park  of  Artillery, 
and  take  their  orders  from  Brigadier-General  Loi'd  Stirling. 
Colonel  Nixon,  with  his  Regiment,  is  to  proceed,  as  soon  as 
possible  in  the  morning,  to  Govemour's  Island,  and  take  the 
command  there. 


Head-Quarters,  New- York,  July  2,  1776. 

(Parole,  JlrmMrong,)  (Countersign,  Lee.) 

General  Mijflin  is  to  repair  to  the  post  near  King's  Bridge, 
and  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  forward  the  works  there ; 
General  Scott  in  the  mean  time  to  perform  the  duty  required 
of  General  Mijlin  in  the  Orders  of  the  29th  June. 

No  Sentries  are  to  stop  or  molest  the  country  people 
coming  to  market  or  going  from  it,  but  to  be  very  vigilant  in 
preventing  soldiers  leaving  the  Army. 

Colonel  Cortlandt,  of  the  New-Jersey  Brigade,  is  to  send 
over  five  hundred  of  the  Militia  under  his  command,  to  re- 
inforce General  Greene's  Brigade ;  these  troops  are  to  be 
distinguished  from  the  old  Militia  in  future  by  being  called 
New  Levies.  The  Quartermaster-General  to  furnish  them 
with  Tents.  The  detachment  from  General  Spencer's  Bri- 
gade to  return  when  these  get  over.  The  Militia  not  under 
the  iirnnediate  command  of  General  Heard,  are  to  be  under 
that  of  General  Mercer  until  the  arrival  of  their  own  Gene- 
ral Officer. 

The  time  is  now  near  at  hand  which  must  probably  deter- 
■  mine  whether  ^men'cani  are  to  be  freemen  or  slaves ;  whether 
they  are  to  have  any  property  they  can  call  their  own  ;  wheth- 
er their  houses  and  farms  are  to  be  pillaged  and  destroyed, 
and  they  consigned  to  a  state  of  wretchedness,  from  which 
no  human  efforts  will  probably  deliver  them.  The  fate  of 
unborn  millions  will  now  depend,  under  Go(/,  on  the  courage 
and  conduct  of  this  Army.  Our  cruel  and  unrelenting  ene- 
my leaves  us  no  choice  but  a  brave  resistance  or  the  most 
abject  submission.  This  is  all  we  can  expect.  We  have, 
therefore,  to  resolve  to  conquor  or  die.  Our  country's  honour 
calls  upon  us  for  a  vigorous  and  manly  exertion,  and  if  we 
now  shamefully  lail.  we  shall  become  infamous  to  the  whole 
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world.  Let  us,  therefore,  rely  upon  the  goodness  of  the 
cause  and  ilie  aid  of  the  Sujjreme  i3eing,  in  whose  hands 
victory  is,  to  animate  and  encourage  us  to  great  and  noble 
actions.  The  eyes  of  all  our  countrymen  are  now  upon  lis, 
and  we  shall  have  their  blessings  and  praises,  if  happily  we 
are  the  instruments  of  saving  them  from  the  tyranny  medi- 
tated against  them.  Let  us,  therefore,  animate  and  encourage 
each  other,  and  show  the  whole  world  that  a  freeman,  con- 
tending for  liberty  on  his  own  ground,  is  superior  to  any 
slavish  mercenary  on  earth. 

The  General  recommends  to  the  Officers  great  coolness 
in  time  of  action,  and  to  the  Soldiers  a  strict  attention  and 
obedience,  with  a  becoming  firmness  and  spirit. 

Any  Officer  or  Soldier,  or  any  particular  Corps,  distin- 
guishing themselves  by  any  acts  of  bravery  and  courage,  will 
assuredly  meet  with  notice  and  rewards;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  those  who  behave  ill  will  as  certainly  be  exposed  and 
punished  ;  the  General  being  resolved,  as  well  for  the  honour 
and  safety  of  the  country  as  Army,  to  show  no  favour  to  such 
as  refuse  or  neglect  their  duty  at  so  important  a  crisis. 

The  General  expressly  orders  that  no  Officer  or  Soldier, 
on  any  pretence  whatever,  without  leave  in  writing  from  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment,  do  leave  the  parade, 
so  as  to  be  out  of  drum  call  in  case  of  an  alarm,  which  may 
be  hourly  expected.  The  Regiments  are  immediately  to  be 
under  arms  at  their  respective  parades,  and  should  any  be 
absent  they  will  be  severely  punished.  The  whole  Army  to 
be  at  their  alarm  posts,  completely  equipped,  to-morrow,  a 
little  before  day. 

Ensign  Charles  Miller,  otCaptaHn  W-V^Ai'*  Company,  and 
Colonel  Wylly's  Regiment,  charged  with  "  absenting  him- 
self from  his  guard,"  tried  by  a  General  Court-Martial  and 
acquitted.  The  General  approves  the  sentence,  and  orders 
him  to  be  dismissed  from  his  arrest. 

As  there  is  a  probability  of  rain,  the  General  strongly  re- 
commends to  the  Officers  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
men's  Arms  and  Ammunition,  that  neither  may  be  damaged. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Clarke,  who  was  ordered  to  sit  on 
the  General  Court-Martial  in  the  Orders  of  yesterday,  being 
absent  on  command,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tyler  is  to  sit  in 
Court. 

Evening  Orders. — It  is  the  General's  desire  that  the  men 
lay  upon  their  Arms  in  their  Tents  and  Quarters,  ready  to 
turn  out  at  a  moment's  warning,  as  there  is  the  greatest 
likelihood  of  it. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  July  3,  1776. 
(Parole,  Bmtuteick)  (Countersign,  Princeton  ) 

The  Director-General  of  the  Hospital  having  laid  before 
the  General  a  plan  of  conduct  for  the  Surgeons  and  Mates 
of  the  Regiments,  by  which,  in  case  of  action,  they  will  do 
their  duty  with  greater  ease  and  benefit  to  the  service,  and 
the  General  much  approving  thereof,  they  are  to  attend  the 
Director-General,  and  each  take  a  copy  of  said  plan,  to  which 
they  are  strictly  to  conform.  The  Adjutants  of  the  several 
Regiments  to  make  this  order  particularly  known  to  each 
Sugeon  and  Mate  without  delay. 

A  working  party  to-morrow,  consisting  of  eight  hundred 
men,  properly  officered,  from  Generals  Heath's,  Spencer's, 
liord  Stirling's,  and  Scott's  Brigades  :  Spencer's  at  Ba- 
yard's Hill  Flain  and  Jones's  Hill — Captain  Chapman  to 
direct  them  ;  the  others  to  apply  at  the  Engineer's  Store  for 
tools  and  directions,  (at  the  west  end  of  the  Barrack,)  Scott's 
Brigade  in  particular,  not  to  depart  the  store  until  they  have 
a  director,  as  it  will  relieve  the  Engineer  from  much  intri- 
cateness ;  they  being  unacquainted,  did  not  find  the  place 
destined  for  them  yesterday,  by  which  means  the  works  at 
the  Bomb-Battery  were  entirely  omitted. 

After  Orders. — That  the  several  Brigades  and  Troops 
be  at  their  alarm  posts  every  morning  at  daybreak,  as  ordered 
this  morning,  and  hold  themselves  in  constant  readiness,  in 
case  of  an  alarm. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  July  4, 1776. 
(I*arole,  .llnandria.)  (Countersign, .) 

The  Colonels  and  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments 
are  to  make  out  Pay- Abstracts  for  the  month  of  May.  These 
are  to  be  carefully  examined  by  the  Brigadiers  under  whom 
they  serve,  and  by  the  Payinaster-Gcneral,  before  the  War- 
rants are  brought  to  be  signed  by  the  General ;  they  are  then 
to  deliver  them  in,  and  receive  payment. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  July  8.     Referred  to  Board  of  War.] 

New-York,  J  uly  4,  1776. 

Sir:  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Colonel  Stephenson.wbom 
1  have  ordered,  with  the  Ca|)tains  of  the  two  Rifle  companies 
from  Maryland,  to  wait  on  Congress.  They  will  point  out 
such  measures  as  they  conceive  most  likely  to  advance  the 
raising  of  the  new  Rifle  battalion,  and  the  persons  they  think 
worthy  of  promotion,  that  have  served  in  the  three  companies 
here,  agreeable  to  the  enclosed  list.  1  am  not  acquainted 
with  them  myself  but  from  their  report  and  reconmienda- 
tion,  which  1  doubt  not  to  be  just,  and  that  if  Congress  will 
please  to  inquii-e  of  them,  they  will  mention  other  proper 
persons  (or  officers.  Only  about  forty  of  the  three  old  com- 
panies have  reinlisted,  which  I  shall  form  into  one  for  the 
present,  and  place  under  an  officer  or  two  till  a  further  and 
completed  arrangement  is  made  of  the  whole  battalions. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  your  most 

obedient  servant,  /-.  T,r 

'  George  Washington. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

A  List  of  Officers  recommended  to  serve  in  Captain  Hugh 
Stephenson's  Company  of  Riflemen :  Abraham  Shepherd 
Captain,  Samuel  Finlay  First  Lieutenant,  William  Kelley 
Second  Lieutenant,  Henry  Bedinger,  Third  Lieutenant. 

To  serve  in  Captain  Rawlings's  Company:  Richard 
Davis  Captain,  Daniel  Cresap  First  Lieutenant,  Newman 
Tannchill  Second  Lieutenant,  Rezin  Davis  Third  Lieu- 
tenant, not  at  present  in  the  Company. 

To  serve  in  Captain  Williams's  Company:  Philemon 
Griffith  Captain,  Thomas  Hussey  Luckett  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Adamson  Tannchill  Second  Lieutenant,  Henry  Hard- 
man  Third  Lieutenant,  not  at  present  in  the  Company. 


New- York,  July  4,  1776. 
On  Monday  about  one  thousand  of  the  Ministeiial  Troops 
landed  on  the  west  end  of  Long-Island,  but  soon  embarked 
again,  and  seeing  a  party  of  Riflemen,  said  to  be  about  one 
thousand,  gave  them  three  huzzas,  which  they  returned  with 
the  Indian  war-whoop.  On  Tuesday  morning  some  of  them 
appeared  coming  up,  and  before  night  about  forty-five  sail 
came  above  the  Narrows,  and  anchored  at  and  near  the 
Watering  place,  where  they  fired  about  fifty  cannon  shot,  of 
which  we  have  not  heard  the  occasion,  and  landed  many  of 
their  men,  whom  we  could  plainly  see  exercising  and  para- 
ding. It  was  apprehended  they  intended  to  penetrate  into 
the  interior  parts  of  the  Island,  or  to  some  of  the  neighbour- 
ing towns,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  they  have  yet  at- 
tempted it,  or  done  anything  on  shore,  except  taking  up  a 
little  bridge  on  the  Causeway  between  the  Landing  and  the 
Highlands  at  the  Ferry.  We  hear  General  Mercer  with  a 
detachment  was  yesterday  despatched  to  watch  their  mo- 
tions, and  act  as  occasion  might  require. 


extract  of  a  letter  from  NEW-YORK,  DATED  THURSDAY, 
JULY  4,   1776,  TWELVE  o'cLOCK  AT  NIGHT. 

One  of  the  enemy's  armed  sloops,  of  fourteen  guns,  having 
this  evening  run  up  near.  Elizabethtown  Point,  was  attacked 
from  the  shore  with  two  twelve-poimders,  a  great  number 
of  her  men  killed,  she  set  on  fire  and  entirely  destroyed. 
Eight  of  the  enemy's  boats  endeavoured  to  land  some  men 
last  night  on  Loijg-Island,  below  the  Narroios,  but  met  with 
so  warm  a  reception  that  they  put  back.  We  killed  some 
of  them,  and  took  four  prisoners.  A  finer  set  of  men  and 
better  armed  I  never  saw  than  the  New- Jersey  Militia  which 
are  here. 


ULSTER  COUNTY  (nEW-YORk)  COMMITTEE, 

In  Committee  for  the  County  of  Ulster,  New-Paltz,  "f 

July  4,  1776.      5 

In  consequence  of  an  Order  issued  by  this  Committee  the 
28th  ultimo,  directing  Cadwallader  Colden,  Jun.,  to  appear 
here  this  day,  where  he  had  appealed  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittees of  Newburgh  and  New-  IVindsor  on  the  '24lh  ultimo : 

Mr.  Colden  appeared  accoidingly,  and  a  Letter  was  pro- 
duced and  read  to  this  Committee,  directed  to  the  Joint 
Committees  of  this  County  by  Cadwallader  Colden,  Jun., 
wherein  the  said  Colden  refers  to  the  principles  and  opi- 
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nions  he  hath  ever  professed  since  the  present  disputes  be- 
tween Great  liritain  and  tiie  Colonies  took  |)lace ;  but,  as 
he  says  in  his  letter,  while  he  thought  they  might  in  the 
least  contribute  to  ward  off  the  calamities  he  then  saw  must 
attend  the  publick  measures  then  adopted.  He  then  gave 
the  Committee  a  specimen  of  those  principles,  which  are  as 
follows,  viz :  That  he  had  ever  been  opposed  to  the  mea- 
sures adopted  for  the  redress  of  grievances,  and  ever  believed 
that  America  was  aiming  at,  what  he  now  saw  plainly  taking 
place,  to  wit :  Inde])endency  ;  which  he  should  ever  oppose 
with  all  his  might,  and  wished  to  the  Lord  that  his  name 
might  be  entered  on  record  as  opposed  to  that  matter,  and 
be  handed  down  to  latest  posterity,  to  show  them  his  disap- 
probation of  it. 

On  this  Mr.  Golden  was  desired  to  withdraw. 

Then  the  Committee  proceeded  to  consider  of  the  matter, 
together  with  the  evidence  of  Messrs.  Falmer  and  Logan, 
which  they  were  already  furnished  with.  After  debating 
the  affair  for  some  time,  the  Committee  resolved  to  give  Mr. 
Colden  the  offer  of  signing  the  late  Association  published  by 
our  Provincial  Congress,  with  the  addition — that  is,  that  he 
should,  in  the  presence  of  that  Committee,  declare  upon  his 
honour  that  he  would  immediately  equip  himself  for  the  field 
of  battle,  and  in  case  of  actual  invasion,  go  forth  with  the 
rest  of  his  neighbours  to  action  in  defence  of  his  country. 
His  answer  at  first  was,  that  he  would  not,  let  the  conse- 
quences be  what  they  would.  Only  a  small  space  elapsed, 
when  he  desired  that  the  Committee  would  indulge  him 
(on  his  parole  of  honour)  a  few  days  to  consider  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  consult  his  family.  On  which  he  was  desired  to 
withdraw  till  the  Committee  should  determine  whether  his 
request  would  be  granted.  He  did,  and  the  Committee  de- 
termined that  he  should  give  a  direct  answer  immediately. 
Of  this  he  was  notified,  and  after  considering  the  matter  for 
some  time,  he  returned,  and  told  the  Committee  that  if  he 
must  sign  it  he  must.  The  Committee  then  observed  to 
him  that  they  would  use  no  compulsive  means  for  that 
purpose ;  that  if  he  did  sign  it,  they  would  recommend  it  to 
him  to  do  it  freely.  He  then  answered  that  he  supposed 
the  consequence  of  his  not  doing  it  would  be  his  being  sent 
to  jail.  To  which  the  Committee  answered  him,  they  had 
not  as  yet  determined  what  was  to  be 'done  in  that  case,  but 
observed  to  Mr.  Colden  that  it  was  inconsistent  with  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  to  sign  anything  contrary  to  his 
sentiments  for  fear  of  a  little  punishment. 

On  which  Mr.  Colden  withdrew  again. 

After  some  time  he  returned,  and  informed  the  Commit- 
tee that  he  would  now  sign  the  Association  as  directed  by 
Congress,  but  thought  the  Committee  had  no  right  to  im- 
pose additions.  To  this  the  Committee  answered  him,  they 
had  determined  on  the  matter,  and  would  not  recede.  On 
this  Mr.  Colden  said  they  might  do  as  they  pleased ;  then 
turned  his  back  and  departed  the  room.  After  which  the 
Committee  then  resolved  that  Cadwallader  Colden,  Jun.,  be 
committed  to  the  common  Jail  of  this  County,  there  to  re- 
main until  discharged  by  the  Provincial  Congress  or  this 
Committee. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Robert  Boyd,  Jun.,  Chairman. 


ULSTER    COUNTY    (nEW-YORk)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee  for  the  County  of  Ulster,  ^ 
July  4,  1776.      5 

Gentlemen:  On  the  13th  oi May  last,  in  the  town  of 
the  New-Paltz,  the  Committee  of  this  County  then  met,  at 
which  meeting  Colonel  Ilardenhurgh,  who  was  then  Chair- 
man, produced  a  resolve  of  our  Provincial  (Congress,  by  which 
it  appeared  that  the  Committee  of  this  County  was  autho- 
rized to  draw  on  Feter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  Provincial 
Treasurer,  for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  pounds, 
to  be  applied  toward  paying  the  contingent  expenses  that 
might  accrue  in  this  County.  On  which  the  Committee 
then  met  on  the  13th  of  May  aforesaid,  made  out  an  order 
on  Mr.  Livingston  for  the  above-named  sum  in  favour  of 
Colonel  Hardenburgh,  whom  they  (the  Committee)  then 
appointed  their  Treasurer,  making  him  amenable  to  the 
Committee  for  his  disbursements  from  time  to  time,  also  for 
the  stock  in  hand  whenever  thereunto  called  by  that  Com- 
mittee. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  the  27th  ultimo  it  was 


resolved  that  a  new  Treasurer  should  be  elected,  and  an 
order  made  out  desiring  Colonel  Hardenburgh  to  appear  and 
accoimt  with  the  Committee,  who  were  to  meet  this  day. 
Major  Joseph  Uasbroitck  was  unanimously  chosen  Trea- 
surer on  the  ^Ttli  ultimo,  and  this  day  Colonel  Hardenburgh 
appeared,  agreeable  to  the  notice  given  him,  but  absolutely 
refused  giving  up  the  money  remaining  in  his  hands,  alleging 
that  he,  considered  personally,  was  accountable  to  Congress 
for  the  money,  having  given  his  receipt  for  it,  and  would  not 
deliver  it  up  to  the  Committee  without  an  order  from  Con- 
gress for  that  purpose.  To  all  this  he  was  pretty  fully 
answered  by  the  Committee;  but  to  no  purpose,  he  being 
determined.  Now,  gendemen,  in  order  to  show  you  that 
this  Committee  do  not  mean  to  act  in  this  matter  with  the 
least  partiality  towards  any  person,  neither  have  they  any 
objection  to  Colonel  Hardenburgh^ s  having  remained  their 
Treasurer  provided  he  had  remained  in  the  Committee ;  but 
his  being  voted  out  in  the  precinct  where  he  lived  rendered 
him  incapable  to  serve  in  the  character  of  Chairman  in  the 
County  Committee  any  longer.  Of  course  he  would  have 
no  business  that  could  induce  him  to  attend  the  Committee 
more  than  other  individuals,  therefore  every  person  who  had 
accounts  against  the  County,  and  lived  in  the  southern  parts 
of  it,  after  having  them  audited  by  the  Committee,  must  be 
put  to  the  extra  expense  and  fatigue  of  travelling  from  the 
house  of  Ann  Dubois  to  Colonel  Hardenburgh' s  to  receive 
their  money,  which  certainly  would  be  a  grievance,  and  is 
wholly  removed  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Hasbrouck  as 
Treasurer,  who  lives  contiguous  to  the  house  where  the  Com- 
mittee meets,  of  course  convenient  for  persons  from  every 
part  of  the  County.  Therefore,  gentlemen,  we  beg  that  you 
will  immediately  lay  this  matter  before  the  honourable  Con- 
vention of  our  State,  and  procure  us  an  order  that  will  enable 
us  to  draw  our  money  from  Colonel  Hardenburgh,  which, 
we  conceive,  he  unjustly  detains  from  us,  and  thereby  be 
enabled  to  discharge  the  accounts  that  appear  to  be  justly 
due  by  us.  Also,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
solicit  the  Convention  for  a  determination  what  commissions 
Colonel  Hardenburgh  is  entitled  to,  as  that  gentleman  de- 
clared before  the  Committee  he  would  be  paid  a  commission 
as  ample  for  the  whole  sum  as  though  he  paid  it  out  in  small 
parcels ;  therefore,  beg  the  honourable  Convention  may  fix. 
this  matter,  lest  there  should  some  altercation  take  place 
between  that  gentleman  and  this  Committee  concerning  it, 
which  we  would  by  all  due  means  endeavour  to  avoid. 

We  have  the  honour,  gentlemen,  to  be,  with  the  greatest 
esteem,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Robert  Boyd,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

To  the  Members  for  the  County  of  Ulster  now  in  the  Con- 
vention of  the  State  of  ISew-  York. 

P.  S.  Gentlemen,  must  beg  your  care  and  vigilance  ia 
the  above.  The  affair  should  long  ere  this  have  been  sent 
to  you,  having  been  committed  to  my  charge,  but  our  late 
troubles  give  me  other  employment.  Last  Tuesday  our 
Coirimittee  met  and  fixed  officers  for  our  Rangers,  in  which 
we  found  no  other  difficulty  than  choosing  the  persons  who 
should  serve  from  an  extra  number,  having  nine  offered  for 
Captains  and  fourteen  Lieutenants.  Isaac  Belknap,  Jacob 
R.  Hewitt,  and  Elias  Hasbrouck  are  the  Captains.  Gen- 
tlemen, as  it  doth  not  appear  by  the  resolves  concerning  the 
raising  of  Rangers,  who  is  to  muster  them,  or  where  or  by 
whom  they  are  to  be  stationed,  I  have  it  in  charge  from  our 
Committee  to  write  you  concerning  those  particulars,  beg- 
ging that  the  honourable  Convention  may  direct  concerning 
them. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  your  very 


humble  servant, 


Robert  Boyd,  Jun. 


committee  of  panton  to  general  gates. 

Panton,  July  4,  1776. 
May  it  please  your  Honour:  With  hearts  full  of  grati- 
tude, we  beg  leave  to  return  you  our  most  sincere  thanks  for 
the  kind  regard  you  have  paid  to  our  [jetition  of  yesterday, 
by  sending  over  Captain  Hay  to  hear  our  proposal  with  re- 
spect to  iorining  a  mode  of  protection  for  ourselves,  our 
families,  and  for  us.  If  agreeable  to  you,  sir,  we  would  be 
glad  three  gentlemen,  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  farming  to  be  sufficient  judges  of  the  value  of  all 
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tiie  standing  stock  on  each  of  our  farms,  might  be  appointed 
by  your  Honour  to  appraise  the  same,  as  we  all  expect  that 
whatever  loss  may  accrue  (moveables  excepted)  lo  any  one 
of  us  from  the  enemy  shall  be  borne  by  the  whole  in  pro- 
portion to  the  valuation  of  every  individual's  stock  at  the 
bei'-innin"'.  We  are  likewise  desirous  that  some  sort  of  fort 
or  forts  may  be  built  at  such  place  or  ))laces  as  may  be 
found  most  proper,  to  which  we  could  retire  every  night. 
Wc  are  ready  to  put  ourselves  under  the  command  of  any 
officer  you  may  please  to  appoint  for  our  protection,  till  our 
crops  are  got  in,  the  damage,  if  any,  which  may  happen  to 
any  individual  ascertained,  provided  we  are  not  sent  further 
to  the  northward  than  Onion  River,  nor  further  to  the  south- 
ward than  Ticondcroga,  except  the  whole  Army  should  think 
proper  to  move.  We  will  be  glad  to  supply  the  Army  with 
whatever  may  be  saved  of  our  crops,  after  reserving  what  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  our  families,  at  the  price  customary 
to  be  given  for  such  articles  in  this  country.  We  hope  we 
shall  have  the  liberty  of  choosing  our  own  officers.  If  agree- 
able to  your  Honour,  it  would  be  very  pleasing  to  us  if 
Captain  Stanton  was  to  take  command  of  the  whole  of  this 
place.  We  are  sorry  to  trouble  you  at  this  time  of  hurry 
and  business,  but  hope  necessity  will  plead  our  excuse. 

Determined  to  defend  the  freedom  of  America  at  the  risk 
of  everything  that  is  dear  to  us,  permit  us  to  wish  that  your 
Honour  may  long  be  continued  in  the  chief  command  over 
us,  as  the  easy  access  the  distressed  find  to  your  ear  is  a 
convincing  pi-oof  you  will  do  everything  in  your  power  to 
render  us  as  happy  as  the  present  situation  of  aftairs  will 
admit  of. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect,  your 
Honour's  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

John  Strong,  ) 

Zadok  Everett,     s  Committee. 

Edward  Rayment,  ] 

To  the  Hon.  Major-General  Gates,  at  Ticonderoga. 


GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  July  4,  1776. 

Sir:  The  retreat  of  the  Northern  Army,  and  its  present 
situation,  have  spread  a  general  alarm.  By  intelligence 
from  Major-General  Schuyler,  received  last  evening,  1  have 
reason  to  conclude  that  they  are  now  at  Crown  Foint  and 
Ticonderoga,  in  a  weak  state,  and  under  necessity  of  an 
immediate  reinforcement  to  enable  them  to  make  a  stand, 
and  prevent  the  enemy  from  passing  the  Lake  and  penetra- 
ting into  the  country.  The  prevalence  of  the  small-pox 
among  them,  is  every  way  unhappy.  Our  people  in  general 
have  not  had  that  distemper.  Fear  of  the  infection  operates 
strongly  to  prevent  soldiers  from  engaging  in  the  sei'vice ; 
and  the  battalions  ordered  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony  fill  up 
slowly.  Are  there  no  measures  may  be  taken  to  remove 
the  impediment?  May  not  the  Army  be  soon  freed  from 
that  infection?  Can  the  reinforcements  be  kept  separate 
from  the  infected?  Or,  may  not  a  detachment  be  made 
from  the  troops  under  your  command,  and  the  Militia  raising 
in  the  several  Colonies,  and  ordered  to  iVcic-  York,  of  such 
men  as  have  had  the  small-pox,  to  be  replaced  by  the 
troops  raising  for  the  Northern  Department?  Could  any 
expedient  be  fallen  upon  that  would  atibrd  probable  hopes 
that  this  infection  may  be  avoided,  I  believe  our  battalions 
would  soon  join  the  Northern  Army.  I  shall  omit  nothing 
in  my  power  to  expedite  them. 

The  retreat  of  the  Army  from  Canada  exposes  the 
northern  frontiers  of  New-  York  and  Neto-Hampshirc  to  the 
ravages  of  the  Indians,  who  will  doubtless  be  spirited  up 
to  fall  upon  them.  Some  of  the  settlements  on  Onion 
River,  I  am  inlbrmed,  are  breaking  up  and  removing,  and 
the  whole  filled  with  the  most  disquieting  apprehensions. 
Some  powder  and  lead,  upon  application,  have  been  supplied 
them  from  this  Colony  ;  but  the  settlei-s  there,  from  their 
infant  state  and  consequent  poverty,  are  unable  to  devote 
themselves  to  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  unless  they  should 
be  enabled  to  hire  labourei's  to  carry  on  the  business  of  their 
farms  in  their  absence.  1  could  therefore  wish  that  your 
Excellency  might  think  proper  to  recommend  it  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  to  order  a  battalion  to  be  raised  and 
stationed  there  for  the  defence  of  those  settlements.  It 
would,  I  trust,  be  immediately  filled  up  with  a  hardy  race 
of  men  in  that  quarter,  well  adapted  to  repel  the  attacks 


of  the  savages,  and  ready  to  join  and  support  the  North- 
ern Army  upon  occasion,  and  at  all  times  may  scour  the 
woods  and  fiwnish  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  motions. 
If  those  settlers  are  driven  back,  besides  the  loss  of  their 
property,  a  much  heavier  expense  will  fall  upon  some  of 
the  Colonies  for  the  support  of  their  families  than  the  charges 
arising  from  the  raising  and  maintaining  a  battalion  of  Con- 
tinental troops ;  and  we  shall  still  have  a  frontier  to  defend. 
The  anxiety  of  the  friends  and  relations  of  many,  if  not  most 
of  those  settlers,  who  emigrated  from  this  Colony,  and  the 
importance  of  the  matter,  will,  1  trust,  be  my  sufficient  apo- 
logy for  wishing  to  engage  your  influence  with  Congress  to 
support  the  motion  1  judge  advisable  and  shall  make,  to  have 
a  battalion  raised  out  of  and  stationed  on  those  frontiers. 

By  a  letter  from  General  Schuyler  of  the  1st  instant,  re- 
ceived-last evening,  1  am  advised  that  Generals  Schuyler, 
Gates,  and  Arnold,  were  to  set  out  on  Tuesday  morning. 
1  trust  they  are  by  this  time  at  the  end  of  their  journey,  and 
hope  their  presence  may  have  a  happy  effect  towards  re- 
trieving affairs  in  that  quarter. 

1  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  ^  ni 

'  Jonathan  Irumbull. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


colonel  SEYMOUR  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Hartford,  July  4,  1T76. 

Honoured  Sir  :  1  last  evening  received  your  Honour's 
direction  and  order  to  march  with  the  three  regiments  of 
Light-Horse  to  Ncxv-  York,  to  succour  our  Army  until  the 
troops  raising  could  arrive.  In  consequence  thereof,  I  last 
night  despatched  ordei-s  to  the  Majors  of  the  several  regi- 
ments to  proceed  forthwith,  and  should  have  taken  entire 
pleasure  to  have  gone  with  them  and  served  my  country  at 
this  critical  moment,  but  the  particular  circumstances  of  my 
family  (Mrs.  Seymour  being  near  her  time)  must  plead  iny 
excuse.  I  will,  however,  venture  as  far  as  New-Haven, 
and  give  them  every  encouragement  in  my  power. 

We  shall  set  out  from  here  to-morrow  morning,  and  join 
Major  Hart  at  New-Haven  to-morrow  evening.     Shall  wait 
the  return  of  the  bearer,  and  hope  your  Honour  will  think 
proper  to  supply  my  place  with  some  other  appointment;, 
and  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Seymour. 
To  the  Hon.  Governour  Trumbull,  at  Lebanon. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL    TO    COLONEL    SEYMOUR. 

Lebanon,  July  4,  1776. 

Sir:  1  have  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  and  observe 
the  contents.  If  your  circumstances  are  such  that  you  can- 
not proceed  with  the  troops,  tiie  command  will  naturally 
devolve  on  Major  Hart  as  first  Major.  You  will  deliver 
your  instructions  to  him,  and  the  money  you  have  received 
for  the  support  of  the  troops,  and  use  your  influence  to  ani- 
mate the  men  and  hasten  their  march. 

To  Colonel  Seymour. 


GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL    TO    DAVID    GALUSHA. 

Lebanan,  July  4,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  came  to  hand  by 
Captain  Herrick.  I  have  considered  the  contents,  and  have 
written  to  General  Washington  to  desire  him  to  use  his  in- 
fluence with  the  Continental  Congress,  that  a  battalion  of 
Foot  may  be  raised  and  stationed  on  or  near  the  Grants,  and 
by  the  next  post  shall  propose  the  same  to  the  Congress. 

This,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  sufficient  for  your  present  de- 
fence, and  you  may  depend  upon  every  assistance  in  future 
which  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  afford  you. 
To  Mr.  David  Galusha,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 

Bennington  Grants. 


DR.    WHEELOCK    TO    GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL. 

Hebron,  July  4,  1776. 

Much  honoured  Sir  :  The  bearer  must  be  my  epistle 
for  the  intelligence  from  Coos,  which  he  this  minute  has 
brought  me. 

If  the  College  breaks  up  and  the  scholars  leave  that  coun- 
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try,  which  is  so  exhausted  of  men,  arms,  and  ammunition, 
for  the  publick  survice,  the  consequences  will  hkely  be  very 
sad.  If  they  can  bo  furnisiied  with  means  of  defence,  they 
will  hkely  be  willing  to  stay.  The  College  and  neighbour- 
hood will  need  not  less  than  one  hundred  stand  of  arms.  I 
expect  a  wagon  down  to-morrow  to  carry  them  directly  up, 
with  a  supply  of  ammunition,  if  you  can  possibly  provide 
the  same. 

I  write  in  the  utmost  haste  and  in  a  feeble  state,  but  de- 
sign, Deo  vole7ite,  to  set  out  (or  Dartmouth  a.s  soon  as  you  have 
answered  my  desire  aforesaid,  or  it  can  be  done  by  anybody 
you  shall  direct  or  give  orders  to  do  it. 

I  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Eleazer  Wheelock. 

To  the  Hon.  Governour  Trumbull,  Connecticut. 


A   PROCLAMATION   FOR  A  DAY  OF   PUBLICK    HUMILIATION,  OF 
FASTING    AND    PRAYER. 

It  being  our  incumbent  duty  to  acknowledge  God  in  all 
our  ways,  and  to  commit  all  our  aftiiirs,  both  publick  and 
private,  to  his  all-wise  direction  and  guidance,  and  especial- 
ly in  a  day  of  singular  and  general  calamity  to  implore  his 
merciful  interposition  ;  and  it  having  been  the  laudable  prac- 
tice of  this  Government  to  recommend  and  appoint  days  of 
publick  Fasting  and  Prayer  upon  special  and  solemn  occa- 
sions ;  and  this  Court  apprehending  the  present  season  to  be 
big  with  the  most  important  events,  not  only  to  this,  but  to 
all  the  United  American  Colonies,  and  sensible  that  these 
events  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  Supreme  Governour  of  the 
Universe : 

We  have  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  and  at 
the  desire  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  appoint,  and 
do  hereby  set  apart  Thursday,  the  first  day  o(  August  next, 
to  be  observed  throughout  this  Colony  as  a  day  of  solemn 
humiliation,  fasting,  and  prayer,  hereby  calling  upon  Minis- 
ters and  People  publickly  to  humble  themselves  under  the 
righteous  hand  of  God;  penitently  to  acknowledge  their 
many  heinous  and  aggravated  sins,  and  the  righteousness  of 
his  dispensation  towards  them ;  with  devout  and  importu- 
nate supplications  to  implore  Almighty  God  that  the  frowns 
of  his  Providence,  manifested  by  the  severe  drought  where- 


with some  parts  of  the  land  have  been  visited,  and  all  the 
humiliating  events  which  have  lately  taken  place  in  America, 
may,  under  the  Divine  influence,  produce  a  sincere  repent- 
ance and  thorough  reformation  among  all  orders  and  degrees 
of  persons  ;  diat  he  would  mercifully  remove  die  present 
tokens  and  effects  of  his  righteous  displeasure  against  us,  and 
prevent  those  more  severe  judgments  that  our  sins  deserve, 
and  which,  in  the  present  aspects  of  Divine  Providence,  we 
are  warned  to  prepare  for ;  that  he  would  command  his 
blessing  upon  all  our  publick  Councils  in  this  important 
crisis  ol  our  political  affairs  ;  protect  and  preserve  the  life  of 
our  General,  his  officers  and  soldiers;  succeed  and  prosper 
their  arms  wherever  employed  ;  that  our  cruel  and  unnatural 
enemies  may  be  defeated  in  their  open  attempts,  secret  plots, 
and  diabolical  machinations  to  subjugate  or  destroy  us  ;  and 
this  people,  placing  their  hope  and  confidence  in  that  God 
in  whom  their  patriotick  and  pious  fathers  trusted,  and  were 
delivered,  may  be  disposed,  with  manly  cheerfulness,  to  offer 
themselves  for  the  defence  of  their  bleeding  country,  and  of 
those  rights,  civil  and  religious,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  present  and  future  genera- 
tions depend  ;  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  hear  the  cry  of  the 
prisoners,  and  grant  a  speedy  liberation  to  all  our  captivated 
brethren  ;  that  he  would  water  the  earth  with  timely  re- 
freshing showers,  and  cause  this  year  to  abound  with  health 
and  plenty,  and  prevent  the  spreading  of  any  epidemical 
sickness  among  us  ;  that  he  would  put  a  stop  to  the  wanton 
effusion  of  human  blood,  guard  and  defend  our  sea-coasts 
from  the  invasions  of  those  sons  of  war  destined  by  Britain 
indiscriminately  to  burn  and  destroy ;  that  he  would  pro- 
tect our  frontiers  from  the  inroads  of  the  Northern  savages; 
that  he  would  pour  out  of  his  Spirit  upon  this  people,  and  his 
blessing  upon  their  offspring  ;  and  that  he  would  spread  the 
peaceful  Kingdom  of  the  Divine  Redeemer  over  the  face  of 
the  whole  habitable  world. 

And  all  servile  labour  and  recreation  are  forbidden  on  the 
said  day. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber,  at  JVatertown,  this  4th 
day  oi  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1776. 

Signed  by  the  major  part  of  the  Council. 
By  their  Honours'  command  : 

John  Avery,  Jun.,  Dep.  Secretary. 
God  save  America. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  June  1,  177B. 

Present:  James  Mease-,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  John 
Nixon,  James  Biddle,  Joseph  Parker,  Owen  Biddle,  Tho- 
mas Wharton,  Jan.,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun. 

Besolved,  That  Captain  John  Hazelwood  construct  and 
immediately  employ  persons  for  building  an  additional  Guard 
Boat  for  the  use  of  this  Province. 

Robert  Towers,  the  Commissary,  was  directed  to  deliver 
Thomas  Apty  two  pounds  of  Gunpowder  for  clearing  the 
Work-House. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  othei-s,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  William  Montgomery,  for  £100,  to  be  charged  to  his  Ac- 
count, and  an  Order  on  Robert  Towers  in  his  favour,  for  fifty 
pounds  of  Gunpowder  for  exchanging  for  Saltpetre. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  Thomas  Fitzsimmons  and  Joseph  Moulder,  for  £514,  to 
be  charged  to  their  Accounts. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  IVilliam  Montgomery  purchase 
for  the  use  of  the  Associators  in  Chester  County  a  quantity 
of  Lead,  and  that  he  draw  on  this  Board  for  the  amount. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of  JoA« 
Wilcocks  and  others,  a])pointed  to  pay  for  Fire-locks,  and 
for  the  use  of  the  Gun-lock  Manufactory,  for  £500. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Oiven  Biddle  be  requested  to  pro- 
cure, properly  sorted,  so  many  Cannon-Shot  as  will  increase 
the  last  order  to  three  hundred  tons. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esquire,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  fa- 
vour of  John  Fatten,  Esquire,  for  £500,  being  towards  the 


payment  of  Cannon-Bali  he  has  engaged  to  furnish  this 
Board. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Charles  Lawrence  go  as  soon  as 
possible  down  to  Lewistotvn  with  two  of  the  Guard  Boats, 
and  that  he  deliver  one  of  them  to  Mr.  Henry  Fisher,  to  be 
employed  for  the  defence  of  the  commerce  of  the  Bay  of 
Delaware. 

That  Captain  Lawrence,  immediately  upon  his  delivering 
said  Boat  to  Mr.  Fisher,  with  the  utmost  expedition  return 
to  this  City  with  all  his  hands. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  3, 1776. 
Present :   James  Mease,  Chairman,   Thomas   Ji'harton, 
Jun.,  James  Biddle,  George  Clymer,  John  Nixon,  Daniel 
Roberdeau,  Barnard  Dougherty,  Samuel  Hunter,   Owen 
Biddle,  Joseph  Parker,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun. 

Resolved,  That  each  Galley  in  the  service  of  this  Pro- 
vince be  supplied  with  a  small  convenient  Iron  Hearth,  and 
that  this  regulation  supersede  the  former  orders  to  procure 
a  vessel  for  cooking  in. 

Upon  application  of  Barnard  Dougherty,  Esq.,  for  a  sum 
of  Money  for  the  payment  of  Fire-locks  engaged  by  him  for 
the  use  o(  Bedford  County,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  this 
Board  of  the  1st  April  last,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order 
was  drawn  in  his  favour  on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  for 
£150  for  that  purpose. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deWver  Daniel Luke7is  two  wagon-loads  of  Brim- 
stone, to  be  sent  to  Germantown,  to  be  stored  there. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  go  into  the  consideration  of  the 
appointment  of  a  Commodore  to  the  Naval  Armaments  of  this 
Province  on  Wednesday  next,  and  that  the  Members  be  no- 
ticed to  attend  on  that  day,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
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By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  Thomas  Heinberger  five  hundred  weight 
of  Brimstone,  to  be  manufactured  into  Gunpowder. 

Resolved,  Tliat  Mr.  John  Britton  and  Mr.  Thomas  Culh- 
bert  be  desired  to  prepare  the  Flats  purchased  for  Hulks, 
by  fitting  them  immediately  with  coarse  ordinary  Hay  and 
light  Timber,  agreeable  to  particular  directions  accompany- 
ing this  Kesolve,  and  to  purchase  the  necessary  Anchors  and 
Cables  to  moor  lliem  at  tlieir  respective  stations. 

Resolved,  That  the  men  employed  in  the  service  of  this 
Province  on  board  the  Naval  Armaments  thereof  be  allowed 
the  following  Wages,  to  commence  the  1st  of  this  month : 
Seamen,  £3  per  month ;  Landsmen,  50s.  per  month. 

Resolved,  That  two  additional  Armed  Boats  or  Gondo- 
las be  immediately  built. 

That  Major  Samuel  Mifflin,  Captain  Nathaniel  Falco- 
ner, and  Captain  James  Craig,  Jun.,  be  requested  to  super- 
intend the  building  of  the  Boats. 

That  the  said  gentlemen  be  requested  to  superintend  the 
building  the  two  Gondolas  ordered  for  the  Bay  service. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  draw  n  on  John  Nir- 
on,  Esq.,  and  othei-s,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  £150, 
to  be  charged  to  his  Account. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Mitchell  continue  victualling 
the  Officers  and  Men  employed  on  board  the  Naval  Arma- 
ments and  Artillery  Company  in  the  service  of  this  Pro- 
vince, from  the  11th  instant  to  the  11th  September  next,  at 
the  same  price  of  his  former  contract  with  this  Board. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  4,  1776. 

Present :  James  Mease,  Chairman,  Sam'l  Howell,  George 
Clymer,  John  Nixon,  George  Gray,  Owen  Biddle,  Samuel 
Morris,  Jun.,  David  Rittenhouse,  John  Cadwallader,  Jo- 
sej/h  Parker,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Robert  White. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  Thomas  Mendenhall  for  a  sum 
of  Money  to  be  lent  him  to  assist  his  carrying  on  the  making 
of  Saltpetre,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn 
on  John  Nixon,  Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts, in  favour  of  said  Mendenhall,  for  £50,  payable  in 
Saltpetre  twelve  months  from  the  date  hereof. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  7,  1776. 

Present :  James  Biddle,  Chairman,  Samuel  Miles,  Tho- 
mas Wharton,  Jun.,  James  Mease,  Robert  fVhite,  George 
Clymer,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Samuel  Howell,  Owen  Bid- 
dh,  John  Montgomery. 

Captain  Thomas  Read's  Letter  of  June  5th  was  this  day 
read,  wherein  he  desired  to  resign  his  command  of  the  Ship 
Montgomery,  having  been  recommended  to  the  command  of 
a  Continental  Frigate. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  agree  to  his  resignation. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  Colonel  Samuel  Miles,  or  his 
Order,  for  £3,000,  for  the  use  of  the  Provincial  Battalions  ; 
which  is  directed  to  be  charged  to  the  account  of  tliis 
Board. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  deliver  to 
Bedwell  ^  Walter  one  ton  of  crude  Sulphur  for  refining. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  Allan  Cameron  to  be  put  in  the 
same  Room  with  General  McDonald,  the  Jailer  was  direct- 
ed to  confine  him  in  that  Room  if  agreeable  to  the  Ge- 
neral. 

Resolved,  Tliat  Mr.  Owen  Biddle  employ  Mr.  Jacob  S. 
Howell  to  purchase  some  Tow  or  Hemp  Linen  for  Bed 
Cases  for  the  use  of  the  Pest- House,  and  that  he  have  the 
same  made  up,  with  a  Bolster  Case  to  each. 

Sachervill  Wood  exhibited  his  Account  against  Congress 
for  supplying  the  Continental  Prisoners  confined  in  the  Jail 
of  this  County  up  to  this  day,  amounting  to  £70  4s.  8d.; 
which  amount  was  approved  of,  and  signed  by  the  Chair- 
man. 

The  two  following  Resolves  of  Congress  are  ordered  to 
be  entered  on  the  Minutes  of  this  Board  : 

"In  Congress,  May  29,  1116.— Resolved,  That  Mid- 
shipn)an  Draper  be  offered  in  exchange  for  Captain  Wil- 
Uam  Buddin. 


"  June  4,  1776. — Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty of  Pennsylvania  be  empowered  to  negotiate  w  ith  Cap- 
tain Bellew  on  the  best  terms  they  can  for  an  exchange  of 
tlie  Prisoners  on  board  the  Liverpool:  Provided  always,  that 
this  shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to  enable  them  to  deliver 
up  Lieutenant  Bogard  and  Lieutenant  Ball  in  the  ex- 
change. 

"Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

In  consequence  of  the  above  Resolve  of  Congress  of 
29th  May,  a  Letter  was  written  to  Dr.  Binsell,  of  German- 
town,  desiring  that  Mr.  Draper  may  be  suffered  to  come  to 
this  City  with  Captain  Buddin,  in  order  to  his  being  ex- 
changed. 

Captain  William  Brown  being  appointed  by  this  Board 
to  go  on  board  the  Liverpool  man-of-war,  tiie  following 
Instructions  were  signed  by  the  Chairman,  and  delivered 
him: 

"  You  are  to  proceed  with  Mr.  William  Buddin  and  John 
Draper  on  board  the  Liverpool  shij)  of  war,  and  deliver 
Mr.  Draper  in  exchange  for  Mr.  Buddin  and  his  son,  and 
treat  with  Captain  Bellew  for  a  further  exchange  of  pri- 
soners; observing  that  this  Conmiittee  are  not  empowered 
to  offer  either  Lieutenant  Ball  or  Lieutenant  Bogard  to 
be  exchanged.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  seamen 
taken  piisoners  belonging  to  the  King's  ships  can  be  ren- 
dered back  in  exchange  upon  equal  terms  for  marines  who 
are  taken  in  merchant  ships  or  coasting  vessels,  much  less 
for  passengers  or  other  inhabitants  that  may  be  made  cap- 
tive, who  ought  to  be  set  on  shore,  as  is  the  custom  of  war. 
You  are,  therefore,  carefully  to  attend  to  these  distinctions, 
and  procure  such  proposals  from  Captain  Bellew  as  this 
Committee  can  accept  of,  and  which  may  serve  as  a  basis 
for  future  exchanges." 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Fleet  had  this  day  orders 
to  sufi'er  the  Marine  Company  on  board  the  Provincial  ship 
to  be  entirely  under  the  command  of  their  own  Officers. 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  4tli  day  of 
June  instant,  empowering  this  Committee  to  negotiate  with 
Captain  Bellew  for  an  exchange  of  Prisoner  on  board  the 
Liverpool,  Captain  William  Brown  is  authorized  and  ap- 
pointed to  take  Mr.  John  Draper,  Midshipman  of  the  Li' 
verpool,  on  board  the  said  ship  in  exchange  for  Mr.  William 
Buddin  and  his  son,  and  to  treat  with  Captain  Bellew  for 
the  exchange  of  such  other  prisoners  as  are  on  board  the 
said  ship. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  8,  1776. 

Present:  James  Biddle,  Chairman,  John  Nixon,  James 
Mease,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jan.,  Owen  Biddle,  Samuel  How- 
ell, Samuel  Morris,  Jun. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nit- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  Fitzsimmons  &f  Moulder,  for  £375,  which  is  directed  to 
be  charged  to  their  Account. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Biddle  and  Owen  Biddle  be 
authorized  to  agree  for  a  sufficient  number  of  Store-Houses 
in  Gemiantown,  to  contain  the  Salt,  Saltpetre,  and  other 
articles  belonging  to  the  Province,  that  may  be  thought  ne- 
cessary to  send  there  for  their  better  security. 

That  they  be  authorized  to  apply  to  Robert  Towers,  the 
Commissary,  who  is  directed  to  deliver  any  articles  that  he 
may  have  in  Store  belonging  to  the  Province  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

That  they  employ  a  proper  person  at  Germantown  to  re- 
ceive and  store  the  different  articles  that  may  be  sent  there, 
and  to  deliver  them  out  agreeable  to  the  ordei's  of  this 
Board. 

That  they  employ  Wagons  to  take  the  said  articles  to 
Germantown. 

John  Montgomery,  Esq.,  exhibited  an  Account  from  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  and  the  Commissioners  of 
Cumberland  County,  amounting  to  £343  16s.  \d.,  being  the 
amount  of  46  quarter-casks  and  359  lbs.  Powder,  41  cwt. 
2  qi-s.  of  Lead,  and  336i  lbs.  Lead,  and  1421  Flints,  vvith 
the  charges  thereon,  purchased  for  account  of  this  Province  ; 
(3 10  lbs.  of  the  above  Powder  was  sent  to  Westmoreland 
County,  and  90  lbs.  delivered  to  the  Zdrfjan Commissioners;) 
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which  sum  was  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts. 

On  application  from  the  Committee  of  Westmoreland 
County,  that  the  Ammunition  belonging  to  the  pubhci<  left 
in  the  care  of  Robert  Ilaima,  Esq.,  be  applied  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiere  of  this  Colony  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  authorized  to 
receive  from  Robert  Hanna,  Esq.,  all  the  Ammunition  be- 
longing to  the  publick  that  he  has  in  his  care;  wliich  Am- 
munition they  are  to  dispose  of  in  such  way  as  will  best 
conduce  to  the  safety  of  the  said  County,  and  the  said  Ro- 
bert Hanna,  Esq.,  is  hereby  required  to  deliver  to  the  said 
Comn)ittee  or  their  order. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  10,  1776. 
Present:  George  Chjmer,  Chairman,  Thomas  Wharton, 
Jun.,  Joseph  Parker,  John  Nixon,  Owen  Riddle,  George 
Ross,  Robert  White,  James  Riddle. 

Resolved,  That  the  Master  of  the  Shallop  for  quartering 
the  men  belonging  to  the  Fire-Rafts,  be  allowed  £5  per 
month. 

That  the  Steward  of  said  Boat  be  allowed  ten  Dollai-s 
per  month. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  was  applied 
to  for  four  tons  of  Gunpowder,  to  fill  up  sixty  Cartridges  for 
the  Boats  ;  and,  if  Congress  required,  this  Board  will  return 
the  like  quantity  from  the  Cartridges  now  in  the  Boats. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Francis  for  a  quarter-cask 
of  Gunpowder  for  the  use  of  his  Battalion  of  Rifle  Associ- 
ators,  by  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary, 
was  directed  to  deliver  him  one-quarter  cask  of  Powder. 

Captain  Richards  having  furnished  a  list  of  such  neces- 
saries as  may  be  wanted  by  the  Boats  in  time  of  engage- 
ment, 

Resolved,  That  the  list  be  completed,  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  procure,  as  soon  as  possible,  every  article  con- 
tained in  said  list. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of 
Lancaster  to  permit  the  makers  of  Rifle-Guns  in  that  Bo- 
rough to  contract,  under  their  care  and  with  General 
McKinky,  or  such  person  as  he  shall  empower,  for  forty 
Rifle-Guns,  for  the  use  of  the  Delaware  Companies,  provided 
that  a  certificate  be  produced  to  the  said  Committee  from 
Colonel  Mihs  that  this  Battalion  is  fully  supplied  before  the 
said  contract  shall  take  place. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of  Mr. 
John  Cauborn,  for  £300 ;  which  is  directed  to  be  charged 
to  his  account  for  sinking  Chevaux-de-frise. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Owen  Riddle  be  requested  to  write 
to  George  Taylor,  Esq.,  and  desire  he  would  send  down  to 
this  Board  one  of  his  four-pound  Cannon,  and  to  inform 
what  quantity  of  Powder  he  used  in  proving  the  same. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  11,  1776. 
Present :  James  Riddle,  Chairman,  Joseph  Parker,  John 
Nixon,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  George  Clymer,  David  Rit- 
tenhouse,  Owen  Riddle,  Robert  White. 

Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  Parker,  and  Mr.  Rittenhmise,  being 
obliged  to  leave  the  Board  to  attend  the  House,  no  business 
could  be  entered  into. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  12,  1776. 

Present:  George  Clymer,  Chairman,  Robert  White,  Owen 
Riddle,  Joseph  Parker,  Ramard  Dougherty,  Thomas  Whar- 
ton, Jun.,  David  Rittenhouse,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  James 
Mease,  James  Riddle,  John  Montgomery. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
oiJohn  Mitchell,  for  £2,000 ;  which  is  directed  to  be  charg- 
ed to  his  Account. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  John  Nixon,  Tho- 
mas Wharton,  and  James  Mease,  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts, or  either  of  their  order,  for  the  sum  of  £20,000 ; 
which  is  directed  to  be  charged  to  the  Account  of  this 
Board. 


Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi. 


By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  to  Robert  Harris  one  ton  of  Saltpetre,  to 
be  manufactured  by  him  into  Gunpowder. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  Captain  James  Craig,  or  his  order,  two 
hundred  weight  of  Grape  and  two  hundred  weight  of  Swivel 
Shot,  which  he  is  to  repay  in  Shot  or  Cash. 

It  being  inconvenient  to  Major  Mijp,in  and  Captain  Fal- 
coner and  Captain  Craig  to  attend  the  building  of  two  Gon- 
dolas, directed  to  bo  built  the  3d  instant:  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wharton,  Mr.  Howell,  and  Mr.  O. 
Riddle,  attend  the  building  of  said  Boats. 

By  order  of  the  Board  ap  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  Johti  M.  Nesbitt,  Esq.,  or  his 
order,  for  £5,000 ;  which  is  directed  to  be  charged  to  the 
account  of  this  Board. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  Robert  Towers,  for  £  171  Os.  lO^d.,  being  the  amount  of 
his  account  (or  Saltpetre,  Lead,  Arms,  &ic.,  paid  for  by  him. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Joh7i  Nix- 
on, Esq..  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Owen  Riddle,  or  his  order,  for  £200,  being  towards 
the  payment  of  Intrenching  Tools. 

The  Continental  Troops  being  ordered  from  this  City, 
and  Guards  at  the  Powder-House  and  over  the  Military 
Stores  at  the  State-House  and  the  materials  for  the  Fire- 
Rafls,  being  necessary.  Colonel  Samuel  Miles  was,  by  order 
of  the  Board,  directed  to  furnish  the  necessary  Guards  from 
the  Provincial  Troops  under  his  command. 

Colonel  Robert  Magaw  was  this  day  requested  either  to 
discharge  or  give  a  furlough  to  Alexander  Greentree  and 
William  Fetter,  employed  by  Lends  Prahl  in  the  Gun- 
making  business. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Dougherty,  and 
Mr.  Parker,  inquire  into  the  complaints  of  the  different  pri- 
soners confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  County,  and  make  report 
to  this  Board. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  13, 1776. 

Present :  James  Riddle,  Owen  Riddle,  Thomas  Wharton, 
Jun.,  Samuel  Hoivell,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James  Mease,  Ro- 
bert White. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Clement  Riddle,  or  his  order,  three 
tons  of  Saltpetre,  and  half  a  ton  of  Sulphur,  to  be  manu- 
factured into  Gunpowder  at  the  Continental  Powder-Mills. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  Jacob  Lush  one  ton  of  Saltpetre,  to  be 
manufactured  into  Gunpowder. 

Colonel  John  Shee  this  day  made  application  to  the  Board 
for  thirty  Provincial  Fire-locks  and  Bayonets,  for  which  he 
will  give  thirty  Gun-locks  and  pay  the  difference  of  the 
value.  The  Committee,  desirous  of  forwarding  the  ser- 
vice, do 

Resolve,  That  Colonel  Shee  do  retain  thirty  Fire-locks 
out  of  the  number  lent  him  by  this  Committee,  he  paying 
the  difference  between  the  Gun-locks  and  the  Fire-locks, 
Bayonets,  and  Belts,  so  retained. 

Adjourned  to  seven  o'clock  this  evening. 

7  o'clock  P.  M. — The  following  Members  met :  James 
Mease,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Sam- 
uel Hunter,  George  Clymer,  Owen  Riddle,  David  Ritten- 
house, Renjamin  Rartholomew,  John  Montgomery. 

Upon  application  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  Congress 
for  a  quantity  of  Lead  for  the  use  of  the  Ijower  Counties, 
by  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  di- 
rected to  deliver  to  the  order  of  the  said  Committee  two 
tons  of  Lead ;  which  is  to  be  charged  to  account  of  Con- 
gress. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Timothy  Matlack,  an  Order 
was  given  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  to  deliver  him  fifty 
Haversacks  and  as  many  Canteens,  provided  there  is  so 
many  in  his  possession  belonging  to  this  Board,  taking  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  same. 

Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  Vice-President  of  this  Board,  gave 
directions  to  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  to  deliver  twenty- 
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six  Muskets  and  Bayonets  to  Captain  Robert  Har die,  for  the 
use  of  the  Guard-Boats  sent  down  with  Fire-Rafts.  Also, 
an  Order  to  Captain  Grcenway  to  deliver  four  of  the  Mus- 
kets in  his  Boat  to  complete  the  complement  of  six  to  each 
Boat. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  orders  of  the  Vice-President  be 
confirmed  by  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  Lieutenant  Richard  Bogan,  the  Second, 
and  Lieutenant  George  Ball,  now  Prisoners  at  Germantoum, 
be  removed  from  thence  to  the  Town  of  York,  and  that  the 
Committee  of  that  County  take  the  usual  parole  of  them,  and 
procure  them  suitable  boarding  and  lodging,  and  that  the 
said  Committee  pay  for  their  subsistence  15*.  for  each,  and 
draw  on  this  Board  for  the  same. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Samuel  Miles  for  a  sum  of 
Money  far  the  use  of  the  Battalions  under  his  command, 
by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  in  his  favour  on 
Michael  Hillegas,  Ksq.,  (or  £1,000. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  14, 1776. 
Present :  George  Clymer,  Samuel  Howell,  Owen  Biddle, 
Ja?nes  Mease,  Michael  Hilkgas. 

(Memorial  to  Congress  of  this  date  to  come  in  here.) 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  15, 1776. 

Present :  George  Clymer,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  Ow- 
en Biddle,  Samuel  Hunter,  Alexander  Wikocks,  George 
Gray,  Joseph  Parker,  Daniel  Roberdcau,  John  Nixon,  Ro- 
bert White,  Tliomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  George  Ross. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  deliver  Cap- 
tain Hazlewood  sixty  seven  or  eight-inch  Shells  for  the  use 
of  the  Fire  Brigantine. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Hazlewood  be  desired  to  send 
down  the  Fire  Brig  to  be  stationed  near  Fort  Island,  and 
that  he  apply  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Fleet  for  a 
proper  Guard,  to  be  constantly  kept  on  board  her. 

The  Board  having  entered  into  an  engagement  with  Mr. 
Joshua  Tomlinson  for  a  number  of  Gun-barrels,  and  an 
agreement  to  advance  him  the  sum  of  £200,  as  will  more 
fully  appear  by  his  Bond  executed  the  13th  instant,  by  order 
of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nixon,  Esq.,  and 
others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  £100,  in  favour  of 
said  Tomlinson,  being  a  part  of  the  said  £200. 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Chevaux-de-frise  prepared  for 
stopping  the  Channel,  be  immediately  ballasted  and  moored 
in  proper  stations :  that  is,  one  of  them  just  above  the  lowest 
Buoy  and  the  other  at  the  middle  Buoy,  and  that  Captain 
Hazleivood  and  Captain  Cobourn  apply  for  necessary  as- 
sistance to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Fleet,  so  as  to 
stop  the  passage  effectually  upon  any  emergency,  and  on 
orders  for  that  purpose  from  this  Board  ;  and  that  the  said 
Captain  Hazlewood  proceed  down  to  the  Chevaux-de-frise 
and  assist  Captain  Cobourn  in  fixing  them  in  their  stations 
without  any  delay. 

LTpon  application  of  Samuel  Hunter,  Esq.,  for  a  quantity 
of  Lead  and  Powder  for  the  use  of  Northumberland  County, 
by  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  di- 
rected to  deliver  to  Mr.  Hunter  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
Powder  and  five  hundred  pounds  of  Lead. 

The  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  Con- 
gress, by  Letter,  this  day  requested  this  Board  to  take  charge 
of  a  certain  Mr.  McClean,  as  a  person  inimical  to  the  liber- 
ties of  America,  and  to  have  him  safely  kept.  In  conse- 
quence thereof  the  following  Commitment  was  issued  : 

"In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  June  15, 1776. 

"  You  are  hereby  ordered  and  enjoined  to  receive  into 
your  custody McClean,  who  will  be  herewith  deliv- 
ered to  you,  and  keep  him  safely  until  the  Congress  shall 
take  order  concerning  him. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"  George  Clymer,  Chairman. 
"  To  the  Keeper  of  the  Philadelphia  Jail." 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  Samuel  Davidson,  Esq.,  the 
Commander  of  the  Floating  Battery,  be  appointed  Commo- 
dore of  the  Naval  Armaments  of  this  Province,  and  that  he 
be  directed  to  attend  on  this  Board  on  Monday  next  at  eleven 
o'clock. 


The  honourable  House  of  Assembly  having  taken  into 
pay  a  Company  of  Riflemen  in  Westmoreland  County,  un- 
der the  command  of  Captain  Van  Swcaringen  and  Colonel 
John  Proctor,  of  said  County,  applying  for  a  sum  of  Money 
for  their  pay  and  subsistence,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Or- 
der was  drawn  on  Michael  Hilkgas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  said 
Proctor  and  for  the  uses  aforesaid,  for  the  sum  of  £400. 

Resolved,  That  a  number  of  Chevaux-de-frise  be  sunk  as 
soon  as  possible  across  the  channel  of  the  River  at  Billings- 
j)ort,  to  be  placed  sixty  feet  distant  from  centre  to  centre  of 
each  of  them,  and  of  such  a  height  that  there  will  not  be 
more  than  six  feet  water  over  them  at  low  tide. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Robert  Smith  be  fully  empowered  to 
purchase  materials  and  employ  a  sufficient  number  of  hands 
to  carry  the  above  Resolve  into  immediate  execution. 

That  Captain  White  and  Mr.  Samuel  Morris  be  request- 
ed to  give  every  assistance  and  advice  in  their  power  to  for- 
ward the  execution  of  the  said  Resolve. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  make  up  60  rounds  of 
Cartridges,  with  Powder,  for  each  of  the  Galleys,  the  Float- 
ing Battery,  and  the  Ship  Montgomery.  Those  for  the  32- 
pounders  are  to  be  filled  with  the  following  quantity  of  Pow- 
der, viz:  40  rounds  with  llj  pounds,  10  ditto  with  11  J,  and 
10  ditto  with  12^  pounds.  Those  for  the  24-poundei's  are 
to  be  filled  as  follows:  40  rounds  with  8J  jiounds,  10  rounds 
with  8^  pounds,  10  rounds  with  9^  pounds.  Those  for  the 
18-pounder  are  to  be  filled  as  follows:  40  rounds  with  6.J 
pounds  of  Powder.  10  rounds  with  6^  pounds,  and  10  rounds 
with  7^  ditto.  And  that  the  Commissary  is  hereby  required 
to  observe  the  same  proportions,  as  a  rule,  in  making  up  Car- 
tridges in  future,  not  to  be  deviated  from  on  any  account 
without  special  ordei-s  from  this  Board. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  Henry  Hoover,  or  his  order,  half  a  ton  of 
Saltpetre,  and  one-and-a-half  hundred  weiglit  of  Sulphur, 
to  be  manufactured  into  Gunpowder. 

The  following  was  this  day  sent  to  this  Committee  from 
Congress,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Minutes: 

"In  Congress,  June  14,  1776. 

"A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsyl- 
vania was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read,  setting  forth  that 
a  Committee  of  Assembly,  accompanied  by  the  General 
Officers  lately  in  town,  and  a  skilful  Engineer,  have  viewed 
the  River  Delaware,  and  the  fortifications  and  defences  erect- 
ed at  the  expense  of  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania  to  oppose 
and  prevent  the  passage  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  that  they 
have  judged  it  necessary,  for  further  security,  that  a  Redoubt 
should  be  erected  at  Billingsport,  New-Jersey,  and  that  a 
Boom  should  be  there  thrown  across,  or  some  other  obstruc- 
tions fixed  in  the  Channel ;  and  praying,  as  the  place  for  the 
Redoubt  is  out  of  this  Government,  and  their  Colony  has 
expended  a  very  large  sum  for  the  defence  of  the  River, 
that  the  Congress  would  direct  these  works  to  be  done  at 
the  expense  of  the  Continent. 

"  Wherefore,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Pennsylvania  be  empowered,  at  the  Continental  expense, 
to  erect  the  Redoubt,  and  to  fix  the  Boom  or  other  obstruc- 
tions, at  the  places  aforesaid. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

5  o'clock,  P.  M. — The  following  Members  niet :  George 
Clymer,  Chairman,  Barnard  Dougherty,  Joseph  Parker, 
John  Nixon,  Samuel  Hotvell,  Robert  White,  Owen  Biddle. 

Upon  the  application  of  Captain  Henry  Shade,  of  a  Rifle 
Company  in  the  service  of  this  Province,  for  a  sum  of 
Money  for  the  use  of  his  Company,  by  order  of  the  Board 
an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael  Hilkgas,  Esq.,  in  his  flivour, 
for  £100  ;  which  is  directed  to  be  charged  to  the  Account  of 
John  N.  Nesbitt,  Esq.,  Paymaster  to  the  Troops. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  Owen  Biddle,  for  the  payment 
of  the  balance  of  his  Account  against  the  Provincial  Salt- 
petre Works,  as  settled  by  the  Committee  of  Accounts  of 
Assembly,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on 
Michael  Hilkgas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  said  Biddle,  for  £473 
2s.  bd.,  being  the  balance  of  said  Account. 

A  Letter  was  written  to  General  Washington  this  evening, 
enclosing  the  Resolve  of  Congress  respecting  the  fortifying 
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Billingsport,  requesting  he  would  send  an  Engineer  to 
view  the  ground,  and  furnish  plans  for  carrying  the  same  into 
execution. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  Dr.  Robert  Harris,  for  £100  ;  which  is  directed  to  be 
charged  to  his  Account  for  manufacturing  of  Gunpowder. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Dr.  Rush  was  directed  to  pro- 
cure six  sets  of  Surgeon's  Instruments,  to  be  made  for  the 
use  of  this  Province. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  17,  1776. 

Present:  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Alexander  Wilcocks, 
George  Clymer,  Joseph  Parker,  James  Mease,  Samuel  Mor- 
ris, Jun.,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Samvel  Howell,  David  Rit- 
tenhouse. 

A  Letter  was  this  day  written  to  Mr.  Worrel  and  Mr.  Ro- 
bertson, desiring  they  would,  on  application  of  Mr.  Robert 
Smith  for  their  workmen,  desist  carrying  on  the  Buildings  at 
Fort-Island. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Toivers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  Mr.  Jacob  Leverswell,  for  the  use  of  the 
Troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Miles,  five  hundred 
pounds  Rifle  Powder  and  half  a  ton  of  Lead,  a  receipt  to 
be  taken  for  the  same. 

Colonel  Atlee  was  this  day  directed  to  order  his  whole 
Battalion  up  from  Chester,  to  be  quartered  in  the  Barracks 
of  this  City. 

The  Signers  of  the  publick  Money  not  keeping  the  Trea- 
sury supplied  equal  to  the  demands  of  this  Board,  a  Letter  was 
written  to  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  requesting  he  would  apply  to 
Congress  for  a  loan  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand  Dollars. 

By  order  of  the  Board  a  Commission  was  granted,  the 
15th  instant,  to  Wingate  Newman,  of  the  Privateer  Brigan- 
tine  Hancock,  of  twelve  carriage-guns,  owned  by  John  Bay- 
ard, John  Dean,  &f  Company,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
Congress. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  John  Shee  to  exchange  fif- 
teen new  Rifles  for  as  many  good  Muskets, 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  agree  to  said  exchange,  and 
that  Mr.  Robert  Toivers  is  hereby  directed  to  examine  said 
Rifles,  and,  if  good,  to  deliver  Colonel  Shee,  or  his  order,  in 
lieu  thereof,  fifteen  good  Muskets. 

Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  Congress,  and  by  order  of  the 
Board,  a  Commission  was  this  day  granted  to  John  Craig, 
Commander  of  the  Sloop  Congress,  Privateer,  burden  seventy 
tons,  of  six  cannon,  and  thirty  men,  owned  by  John  Bayard, 
Joseph  Dean,  Sf  Company. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  18,  1776. 
Present :  James  Mease,  Chairman,  Alexander   Wilcox, 
David  Rittenhouse,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Joseph  Parker, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Samuel  Howell,  Robert  White,  John 
Nixon,  George  Ross. 

Upon  application  of  the  Commissioners  of  Lancaster 
County  for  a  sum  of  Money  for  the  payment  of  Fire-locks, 
Cartridges,  &;c.,  making  in  that  County  for  the  use  of  this 
Province,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on 
Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  Matthias  Slough,  for 
£  1 ,000,  for  the  uses  aforesaid. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  Colonel  Matthias  Slough,  for 
£3,000,  for  the  payment  of  necessaries  to  be  purchased  for 
the  use  of  the  Provincial  Troops. 

An  Account  was  this  day  produced  of  twenty-three  Fire- 
locks purchased  m Dock-Ward,  amounting  to  £45  16*.  9d., 
which  was  passed  in  the  Committee,  and  directed  to  be 
charged  to  Account  of  Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  Captain  John  Wikocks,  for  £500,  for  the  use  of  the  Gun- 
lock  Manufactory. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
o( Robert  Smith,  for  £200,  which  is  directed  to  be  charged 
to  his  Account  for  building  Chevaux-de-frize  to  be  sunk  op- 
posite Billingsport. 


Mr.  Nesbitt,  Paymaster,  was  directed  to  pay  Lieutenant 
Webb  his  wages  now  due. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  allowed  10.?.  per  day, 
or  £182  10s.  per  year,  from  the  time  of  his  appointment, 
being  the  4th  July  last. 

Captain  William  Brown,  who  went  the  7th  instant  to  the 
Liverpool  ship  of  war  with  Captain  Bidden  and  Midship- 
man Draper,  in  order  to  their  being  exchanged  one  for  the 
other,  agreeable  to  Resolve  of  Congress,  returned  a  few  days 
past,  and  reported  that  he  has  effected  that  business,  and  that 
Captain  Bellew  is  willing  to  exchange  the  Prisoners  lie  has 
on  board  his  ship  for  such  others  as  may  be  Prisoners  in  this 
Province  belonging  to  the  ships  of  war. 

H.  Dougherty,  John  Rice,  and  John  Hamilton,  in  the 
names  of  themselves  and  the  other  Captains  of  the  Armed 
Boats,  having  sent  to  this  Committee  a  Memorial  setting 
forth  their  unwillingness  and  determination  not  to  obey  the 
commands  of  Commodore  Davidson,  lately  appointed,  and 
other  matters  therein  mentioned,  it  was  thought  necessary 
that  some  other  Members  should  be  desired  to  attend  the 
Board  ;  when  the  following  gentlemen  appeared,  in  order  to 
take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  Robert  Morris,  Esq., 
Vice-President,  took  the  Chair,  Andrew  Allen,  John  Dick- 
inson, Owen  Biddle,  Michael  Hillegas. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

When  the  following  Members  met :  Robert  Morris,  Vice- 
President,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  George  Clymer,  John  Cad- 
wallader,  Andrew  Allen,  Joseph  Parker,  David  Rittenhouse, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Alexander  Wilcox,  Samuel  Howell, 
John  Nixon,  James  Mease,  Owen  Biddle,  Robert  White, 

By  order  of  the  Board,  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  Vice-Presi- 
dent, signed  a  Commission  appointing  Samuel  Davidson, 
Esquire,  Commodore  of  the  Naval  Armaments  of  this  Pro- 
vince. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  19,  1776. 
Present :  Alexander  Wikocks,  Chairman,  Daniel  Rober- 
deau, Samuel  Howell,  John  Cadioallader,  Joseph  Parker, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Robert  White,  John  Nixon,  George 
Clymer. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  £45 
8s.  6d.,  being  the  amount  of  fifteen  Fire-locks  purchased 
by  him  in  Bucks  County;  which  is  directed  to  be  charged 
to  the  account  of  Fire-locks  purchased  for  account  of  Con- 
gress. 

Upon  application  of  John  Vandegrift  for  some  Powder 
for  proving  the  Fire-locks  making  in  Bucks  County,  by  or- 
der of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  directed 
to  deliver  six  pounds  of  Powder  for  the  uses  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Abraham  Kinsey,  Tenant  at  Hog-Island,  was  inform- 
ed by  the  Committee  of  the  necessity  of  laying  that  Island 
under  water  at  the  near  approach  of  the  enemy  ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  was  assured  that  whatever  injury  he  should 
sustain  in  consequence  would  be  hereafter  made  good  to 
him  by  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Nixon  be  requested  to  lend  this 
Board  £2,000  of  the  money  in  his  hands  belonging  to  Con- 
gress. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  £61 
4s.  'Sd.,  being  the  amount  of  Lead,  Saltpetre,  &c.,  paid  for 
by  him. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Morris  be  requested  to  apply  to  Con- 
gress for  the  loan  of  100,000  Dollars. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  Bidwell  &f  Walter  all  the  Crude  Sulphur 
now  in  store,  as  he  may  want  it,  for  refining,  taking  receipts 
for  the  quantity  he  may  deliver. 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  in  this  Province  in  Con- 
gress be  requested  to  inform  Congress  that  their  recommen- 
dation relative  to  forming  the  Flying-Camp  was  not  carried 
into  execution  by  the  Assembly,  and  desire  to  be  informed 
whether  it  is  their  intention  that  this  Board  should  take  upon 
them  the  execution  of  the  same. 

A  few  days  since,  this  Board  wrote  to  Congress  in  respect 
to  the  exchange  of  Prisoners  with  the  Commander  of  the 
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Liverpool,  man-of-war ;  in  answer  to  wliicli  the  President 
of  Congress,  in  his  letter  of  the  18ih  instant,  informs  this 
Board  that  Congress  judges  it  improper  to  exchange  men 
taken  in  tlie  merchant  ships  and  river  crafts  for  seamen  taken 
from  tlie  enemy's  ships. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  20,  1776. 

Present:  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  George  Clymer,  John 
Cadwallader,  Robert  White,  Samuel  Howell,  David  Ritten- 
kouse,  Daniel  Roberdeau.  Alexander  Wilcocks. 

Instrnctions  to  Commodore  Samuel  Davidson  were  drawn 
up  and  agreed  to  yesterday,  and  delivered  him  this  day,  and 
are  as  follows: 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  19, 1776. 

Sik:  The  Committee  have  thought  proper  to  appoint 
you  Conmiodore-in-Chief  of  all  the  Provincial  Naval  Ar- 
niaments  in  the  river  Delaware,  which  you  are  to  notify  to 
the  officers  of  the  Fleet  by  publishing  to  them  your  com- 
mission. It  becomes  necessary  to  give  you  some  instructions 
to  regulate  your  conduct  in  some  points  of  this  important 
trust. 

And,  first,  you  are  by  all  possible  means  to  establish  such 
a  proper  sense  of  subordination  in  the  Fleet,  that  all  the 
orders  you  think  necessary  to  issue  be  punctually  and  im- 
plicitly obeyed — a  loose  and  relaxed  disciphne  utterly  en- 
feebling every  military  establishment,  however  respectable 
it  may  otherwise  be  in  the  circumstance  of  number  and 
force. 

Secondly.  As  it  is  the  duty  and  inclination  of  this  Com- 
mittee to  maintain  the  Fleet  in  a  constant  state  of  prepara- 
tion to  receive  the  enemy,  you  must  immediately  take  an 
exact  survey  of  its  present  condition,  and  whatever  may  be 
wanting  in  its  equipments,  to  make  report  of  to  Captain 
William  Richards,  who  is  appointed  and  directed  to  supply 
all  its  deficiencies. 

Thirdly.  An  attack  from  the  enemy  being  highly  pro- 
bable, though  the  time  uncertain,  it  is  necessary  that  every 
part  of  the  Fleet  should  have  its  proper  stations  assigned,  in 
such  way  as  to  afford  mutual  support,  and  that  the  whole, 
may  act  to  the  best  effect. 

Fourthly.  You  must  particularly  attend  not  only  to  the 
situation  of  the  Fleet,  but  take  great  care  that  the  officers 
and  men  are  not  absent  from  their  respective  vessels  any 
length  of  time  and  at  any  great  distance ;  but  as  it  is  pro- 
bable that  some  of  the  officers  of  the  boats  may  be  desirous 
of  coming  up  to  this  city,  you  may  give  leave  of  absence  to 
them,  but  only  to  six  officers  at  one  time  ;  and  that  no  more 
than  three  of  that  number  shall  be  Captains,  who  shall  not 
be  absent  more  than  forty-eight  hours  at  one  time  from  their 
respective  vessels. 

Lastly.  Should  any  accident  or  circumstance  happen  in 
the  Fleet  that  has  the  least  tendency  to  affect  the  service, 
you  are  to  give  the  earliest  information  of  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  that  they,  if  they  have  the  means  of  remedy, 
may  apply  such  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require. 

These  being  the  principal  matters  that  have  occurred  to 
the  Committee,  they  confide  in  your  prudence  and  discretion, 
which  have  directed  their  choice,  to  supply  their  omission  in 
those  numberless  circumstances  and  situations  in  which  you 
may  be  placed,  earnestly  recommending  to  you,  however, 
that  you  endeavour  to  promote  the  utmost  harmony  between 
you  and  the  officers  of  the  Fleet  and  between  one  another, 
on  which  depends  so  much  the  success  of  every  undertaking 
where  men  are  to  act  in  concert,  and  mutual  assistance  is 
required. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  Nixon,  Chairman. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nit- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  Thomas  Nevill,  for  £200,  to  be  charged  to  his  account  for 
purchasing  Lead  for  the  use  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Edward  Bingley  be  appointed  Captain 
to  the  Fire  Brigantine  in  the  service  of  this  Province,  and 
that  he  engage  four  men  to  navigate  the  said  Brigantine. 

The  Commodore  had  directions  this  day  to  distribute  fifty 
rounds  of  Gunpowder  to  each  of  tlie  Armed  Boats,  taking 
receij)ts  for  the  delivery  from  their  Commanding  Officere, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  take  from  them  all  the  Powder  they 
have  now  on  board. 


A  Letter  was  this  day  written  to  George  Bryan,  Esquire, 
Naval  Officer,  desiring  he  would  grant  permits  to  the  Cap- 
tains of  Vessels  that  may  apply  for  Chevaux-de-frise  Pilots 
to  the  Town  of  Chester,  taking  a  qualification  that  they  will 
take  no  Pilot  further  down  the  River  than  Chester,  unless  it 
he  such  Vessels  as  go  down  the  Bay  under  convoy  of  Con- 
tinental Ships  of  War,  who  are  to  be  allowed  Pilots  on  their 
producing  a  certificate  from  the  Marine  Committee  that  they 
are  to  be  taken  under  convoy,  and  that  Privateers  will  al- 
ways receive  the  necessary" papers  from  this  Board. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  21,  1776. 
Present :  Robert  Morris,  Vice-President,  John  Cadwalla- 
der, Joseph  Parker,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Samuel  Howell, 
James  Mease,  George  Ross,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  John  Nixon, 
George  Clymer,  Robert  White,  Thoma?  Wharton,  iwa.,  Da- 
vid Rittenhouse,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nixon, 
Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of 
Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  for  £1,000,  being  towards  the  pay- 
ment of  Logs,  Sic,  purchased  by  him. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  deliver  Tho- 
mas Apty  two  pounds  of  Gunpowder  for  cleansing  the  Work- 
House  of  bad  air,  and  to  deliver  to  George  Clymer,  Esquire, 
six  pounds  of  Gunpowder. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nixon, 
Esquire,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of 
James  McLene  for  £152  19s.  3d.,  being  the  amount  of 
twenty  Rifles  and  forty -three  Muskets  purchased  by  him  in 
Cumberland  County,  which  is  to  be  charged  to  Arras  pur- 
chased for  account  of  Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  to  Colonel  Atlee,  or  his  order,  as  many 
Fire-locks  and  Accoutrements  as  he  may  have  occasion  for 
to  complete  his  Battalion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Assem- 
bly appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  this  Committee, 
on  the  14tli  instant,  be  published  in  the  different  Newspapers 
of  this  City. 

Adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  when  the  following  Members 
met:  George  Ross,  Chairman,  Thomas  Wharton,  John  Nix- 
on, John  Cadwallader,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  James  Mease, 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  Robert  White,  Samuel  Howell,  George 
Clymer. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nixon, 
Esquire,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  John  Fulton,  of  Chester  County,  for  £50,  to  be  charged 
to  his  account,  for  purchasing  Arms  on  account  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  John  Hazlewood,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Cap- 
tain and  Su|)erintendent  of  the  Fire- Vessels  and  Fire-Rafts 
and  to  the  Guard-Boats,  and  that  he  be  allowed  for  his  ser- 
vices thirty-six  dollars  per  month  and  four  rations,  to  com- 
mence the  day  of  his  first  appointment,  being  the  28th  of 
December  last. 

In  consequence  of  a  Resolve  of  the  19lh  instant,  Robert 
Morris,  Esquire,  applied  to  Congress,  and  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing memorandum  to  the  Board,  taken  by  him  in  Con- 
gress : 

"In  Congress,  June  20,  1776. 

^'■Robert  Morris,  one  of  the  Delegates  from  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania,  reminded  the  Congress  that  the  Assembly 
of  said  Pixjvince  had  adjourned  on  the  14th  instant,  without 
having  been  able  to  cany  into  execution  the  Resolves  of 
Congress  of  the  3d  instant  for  raising  six  thousand  Militia 
for  establishing  a  Flying-Camp. 

"  And  then  informed  the  Congress  that  their  said  Resolve 
not  being  directed  in  terms  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  but 
addressed  to  the  Colony,  the  said  Committee  were  in  doubt 
whether  it  would  be  expected  from  them  to  execute  the  said 
Resolve,  as  they  are  in  recess  of  Assembly  the  Executive 
body  of  this  Province.  He  also  alleged,  that  if  the  Con- 
gress expected  the  Committee  to  proceed  in  this  business,  it 
would  be  necessary  or  advisable  that  they  should  recommend 
it  expressly  to  them ;  for,  under  the  ])resent  circumstances 
of  the  Province,  he  much  doubted  if  they  would  be  obeyed, 
unless  so  authorized ;  and  added,  that  if  the  Congress  did 
not  see  proper  to  take  further  order  in  this  matter,  he  hoped 
the  Committee  of  Safety  would  always  be  held  blameless. 
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as  they  now  gave  Congress  this  necessary  information  for 
the  express  purpose  of  having  an  expUcit  declaration  if  they 
were  expected  to  act  in  this  important  business,  which  they 
were  ready  to  undertake  if  so  desired.  Tiiis  application  was 
made  by  Mr.  Morris,  as  declared,  by  order  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety;  and  after  a  debate  of  considerable  length,  and  two 
motions  made  and  seconded,  one  was  withdrawn  and  the 
otiier  determined  in  the  negative.  In  consequence  whereof, 
I  have  made  this  memorandum  immediately  on  the  spot,  to 
appear  wiien  it  may  be  necessary,  and  to  prevent  blame 
being  cast  where  it  is  not  merited. 

"  Robert  Morris. 

"The  above  is  a  true  state  of  facts. 

"Joseph  Hewes,         ^  n  ?      ^ 
"  Edward  Kutledge,  >    /~t  *         ,, 
"T.  Hope,  j  '^ 

Besolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau  be  requested  to  apply 
to  Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison,  or  any  other  person,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  purchasing  of  ten  tons  of  Brass  for  the  use  of  this 
Province. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Britton  be  desired  to  purchase 
fifty  thousand  three-inch  White-Oak  Plank  with  a  propor- 
tionable quantity  of  squared  Scantling. 

Besolved,  That  six  flat-bottomed  Boats  be  built  for  trans- 
porting men  from  shore  to  shore. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Mijflin  report  to  this  Board  tlie 
quantity  of  Stores,  Port-Fire,  Quick-Match  and  Grape-Shot 
that  the  Field-pieces  are  in  want  of. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  32,  1776. 

Present:  Bohert  Morris,  Vice-President,  John  Nixon, 
Chairman,  George  Boss,  John  Cadwallader,  Joseph  Parker, 
Samuel  Howell,  Bohert  White,  James  Biddle,  Owen  Biddle, 
Daniel  Boberdeau,  Alexander  Wilcocks. 

Besolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Howell  be  requested  to  pur- 
chase of  Mr.  Amos  Strettle  the  whole  quantity  of  Copper 
that  he  has  for  sale. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  Lawrence  Bernie  for  a  sum  of 
Money  to  be  advanced  him  to  assist  his  carrying  on  a  File 
Manufactory,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on 
John  Nixon,  Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts, 
in  favour  of  said  Bernie,  for  £300,  which  is  directed  to  be 
paid  him  on  his  giving  proper  security  for  the  repayment  of 
said  sum  in  eighteen  months  from  the  date  hereof,  either  in 
Cash  or  Files,  which  payment  shall  be  made  at  the  option  of 
this  Committee. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  di-awn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esquire,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  fa- 
vour of  David,  Kennedy,  Esquire,  for  £100,  to  be  charged 
to  his  account,  being  towards  the  payment  of  Linens  and 
Blankets,  to  be  delivered  by  him  to  this  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Cadwallader,  Captain  White, 
and  Mr.  Parker,  he  a  Committee  to  employ  proper  persons 
to  build  six  flat-bottomed  Boats,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
yesterday. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  the  following  quantity  of  Ammunition 
to  the  Colonels  of  the  different  Battalions  of  Associators  in 
Chester  County,  viz : 

To  Colonel  James  Moore :  2,.300  Cartridges  for  Provin- 
cial Muskets ;  2,070  Cartridges,  assorted,  for  the  other  dif- 
ferent bores  of  Fire-locks;   1,.500  Flints. 

To  Colonel  Thomas  Hockley:  2,300  Cartridges  for  Pro- 
vincial Muskets ;  2,300  Cartridges,  assorted,  for  the  other 
difierent  bores  of  Fire-locks;  1,600  Flints. 

To  Colonel  Hugh  Lloyd:  1,840  Cartridges  for  Provin- 
cial Muskets;  1,610  Cartridges,  assorted,  for  the  other  dif- 
ferent bores  of  Fire-locks ;  1,200  Flints. 

To  Colonel  William  Montgomery:  2,760  Cartridges  for 
Provincial  Muskets ;  2,41 5  Cartridges,  assorted,  for  the  other 
different  bores  of  Fire-locks  ;    1,800  Flints. 

To  Colonel  Richard  Thomas:  1,840  Cartridges  for  Pro- 
vincial Muskets;  1,610  Cartridges,  assorted,  for  the  other 
•  different  bores  of  Fire-locks;  1,200  Flints. 

And  to  each  of  the  said  Colonels  the  same  proportion 
of  loose  Powder  and  Lead  equal  to  the  quantity  of  Car- 
tridges. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  24,  1776. 

Present:  George  Clymer,  Chairman,  Joseph  Parker, 
Robert  White,  John  Cadwallader,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Sam- 
uel Howell,  David  Rittenhouse,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  John 
Nixon,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Howell,  Mr.  George  Clymer, 
and  Mr.  Owen  Biddle,  be  a  Committee  to  agree  with  Mr. 
Thomas  Savage  to  carry  on  the  manufactory  of  Salt  on  the 
Jersey  shore,  and  make  report  of  such  agreement  to  this 
Board  ;  and  that  they  (the  said  Committee)  draw  on  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  for  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be 
necessary  to  complete  and  carry  on  said  work. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  his  account  for  wages,  up 
to  the  4th  instant,  was  this  day  directed  by  the  Board  to  be 
paid,  being  for  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  days,  at  10*., 
amounting  to  £167. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  iVwp- 
on,  Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  Robert  Towers,  for  £53  5s.  5rf.,  being  the  amount  of  his 
account  for  making  Cartridges,  for  the  pay  of  Lead,  &;c. 

Besolved,  That  Dr.  Dujield  and  Dr.  Bush  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  Board  an  account  of  the  quantities  and 
kind  of  Medicine,  Surgical  Instruments,  Lint,  and  Rags  for 
bandages,  belonging  to  the  publick,  and  report  their  opinion 
whether  anything  is  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Hospital. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  : 
Present:  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Chairman,  Samuel  Hou>- 

ell,  John  Nixon,  James  Biddle,  John  Cadwallader,  Bobert 

White,  Joseph  Parker,  Daniel  Boberdeau. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  25,  1776. 
Present :  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Chairman,  George  Boss, 
George  Clymer,  Joseph  Parker,  Samuel  Howell,  John 
Nixon,  John  Cadwallader,  James  Biddle,  Bobert  White, 
Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  David  Bittenhouse,  Owen  Biddle, 
Daniel  Boberdeau,  George  Gray. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on. Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  £200, 
in  favour  of  Colonel  William  Bankin,  being  towards  the 
payment  of  Fire-locks,  purchasing  by  him  in  York  County, 
on  account  of  Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  Thomas  Gaucher,  for  £30,  being  so  much  paid  him  for 
disclosing  his  art  of  boring  and  grinding  Gun-barrels,  agree- 
able to  his  agreement  of  this  day. 

Upon  application  of  Bobert  Morris,  Esq.,  from  the  Ma- 
rine Committee,  for  a  quantity  of  Lead  for  the  use  of  the 
four  Frigates  building  for  account  of  Congress, 

Besolved,  That  this  Board  supply  the  said  Ships  with 
Lead  for  their  liead-pumps  and  hause-hole. 

Robert  Morris,  Vice-President. 

By  order  of  the  Board  the  Committee  of  Accounts  was 
directed  to  pay  Colonel  Miles  his  order  for  the  amount  of  a 
hogshead  of  Rum,  received  by  him  at  Lewistown,  for  the 
use  of  the  Provincial  Rifle  Battalion  under  his  command, 
and  charge  the  same  to  account  of  Congress. 

The  Conference  of  Conmiittees  having  sent  the  following 
Resolve  to  this  Board,  by  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Blewer,  Members  of  that  body  : 

"In  Conference,  June  25,  1776. 

"  Besolved,  unanimoxisly ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Province  to  confine  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Davidson  to  the  Ship  of  War  and 
Floating  Battery  belonging  to  the  Province,  and  to  issue  no 
orders  to  the  Captains  or  other  otHcers  of  the  Row-Galleys, 
Fire-Ships,  or  Fire-Rafts,  through  the  said  Commodore, 
until  the  Convention  meets ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to 
the  Captains  and  other  officers  of  the  Row-Galleys,  &;c.,  to 
pay  all  due  obedience  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  until  that 
time,  and  until  a  new  appointment  shall  take  place. 

"  A  true  copy  : 

"Thomas  McKean,  President." 

In  consequence  of  the  above  Resolve,  a  Letter  was  written 
to  Commodore  Davidson,  directing  him  to  confine  his  com- 
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mand  to  the  Ship  and  Floating  Battery  ;  and  a  Letter  written 
to  CapUiin  Dougherty,  enclosing  hirn  a  copy  of  said  Re- 
solve, with  directions  that  lie  repair  forthwith  to  this  Com- 
mittee, to  receive  such  instructions  as  may  be  judged 
necessary. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  James  Biddle,  and  Mr. 
WUcocks,  be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  a  state  of  the  pubJicic 
transactions  of  tiiis  Board,  in  order  to  its  being  laid  before 
the  pubiick,  if  thought  necessary. 

In  Commiltee  of  Safety,  June  26,  1776. 

Present:  George  Clymer,  Chairman,  Joseph  Parker, 
Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  John  JSlixon,  Samuel  Howell,  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jun.,  James  Biddle,  Robert  White,  Daniel  Ro- 
berde.au. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  ]\ix- 
on,  Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  Thomas  Fitzsimmons  and  Joseph  Moulder,  for  £500,  to 
be  charged  to  their  Accounts. 

Colonel  David  McCutcheon  being  brought  before  this 
Board  by  a  sub-Committee  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection 
and  Observation,  as  a  person  dangerous  to  the  safety  of 
American  liberty;  and  Mr.  James  Steward,  a  Pilot,  appear- 
ing at  the  same  time,  deposed  that  the  said  McCutcheon 
told  him  that  if  he  would  go  aboard  the  Asia  at  Neiv-  York, 
there  was  a  good  offer,  and  that  he  should  have  two  dollars 
a  day,  and  other  matters  that  will  more  fully  appear  by  the 
deposition  of  said  Steward, — in  consequence  thereof  he  was 
ordered  to  be  confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  city,  and  the  fol- 
lowing commitment  was  issued : 

"  To  the  Keeper  of  the  Jail  oy  Philadelphia  County : 
"  You  are  hereby  required  to  receive  into  your  custody 

David  McCutcheon,  and  keep  him  in  close  confinement 

until  discharged  by  this  Committee. 
"  By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"  George  Clymer,  Chairman." 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  William  Richards  and  Nathaniel  Falconer,  or  either  of 
their  Orders,  for  £300,  to  be  charged  to  their  accounts  for 
Alarm  Signals. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  William  Richards,  or  his  Order,  for  £400,  to  be  charged 
to  his  account  towards  the  payment  of  Provincial  Naval 
Stores. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  27,  1776. 

Present:  Otven  Biddle,  John  Nixon,  George  Ross, 
Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James  Bid- 
dle, George  Clymer,  Thomas  Wharton.  Jun.,  Robert  White, 
Samuel  morris,  Jun.,  George  Gray. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esq.,  in  favour  oi  Ludwig  Kerker,  for  £1500, 
being  so  much  advanced  him  towards  the  payment  of  pro- 
visions supplied -the  Provincial  Troops. 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  confined  in  the  Jail  of  this 
city  be  allowed  15s.  per  week  for  their  subsistence  from  the 
time  of  their  being  first  confined. 

The  Board  thinking  it  necessary  that  Captain  Henry 
Dougherty  should  have  proper  Instructions  for  his  govern- 
ment, the  following  were  drawn  up,  approved  of,  and 
signed  by  the  Chairman  : 

"In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  27,  1776. 

"Sir:  The  Committee  think  it  proper  to  give  you  the 
following  Instructions  to  regulate  your  conduct  as  eldest 
Captain  of  the  thirteen  armed  Boats  or  Galleys  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  Province : 

"  You  are  forthwith  to  take  upon  you  the  command  of  the 
said  armed  Boats,  and  station  them  at  anchor  at  the  east 
side  of  Fort-Island,  and  keep  them  at  that  station  until 
otlierwise  ordered  by  this  Board,  or  the  necessity  of  the  ser- 
vice shall  require  their  removal. 

"  You  are  to  cause  the  said  armed  Boats  to  be  frequently 
exercised,  and  keep  them  in  a  complete  state  of  preparation 
to  receive  the  enemy  ;  and  the  better  to  effect  this,  immedi- 
ately take  an  exact  survey  of  the  present  condition  of  the 


said  armed  Boats,  and  whatever  may  be  wanting  in  their 
equipments  make  a  report  of  to  Captain  William  Richards, 
who  is  appointed  and  directed  to  supply  all  their  defi- 
ciencies. 

"  The  officers  must  constantly  lodge  in  their  respective 
boats,  and  you  are  to  take  particular  care  that  neither  offi- 
cers nor  men  be  absent  from  their  respective  vessels  any 
length  of  time  without  your  license  in  writing,  or  the  leave 
of  this  Board;  and  you  are  not  to  suffer  more  than  four 
officei-s,  and  of  that  number  not  more  than  two  to  be  Cap- 
tains, to  be  ab.sent  at  any  one  time,  nor  any  of  them  to  be 
longer  absent  than  for  forty-eight  hours  at  one  time. 

"  You  are  to  cause  fifty  rounds  of  Powder  to  be  deliver- 
ed from  the  Ammunition  Vessel  on  board  each  of  the  said 
boats,  for  which  the  respective  Captains  are  to  give  receipts, 
and  all  the  Powder  now  on  board  said  boats  to  be  put  on 
board  the  said  Ammunition  Vessel,  and  order  her  up  imme- 
diately to  this  city  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  Commissary. 

"  You  are  by  all  possible  means  to  establish  such  a  proper 
sense  of  subordination  among  the  men  of  the  boats,  that  all 
the  orders  you  think  necessary  to  issue  be  punctually  and  im- 
plicitly obeyed — a  loose  and  relaxed  discipline  utterly  en- 
feebling every  military  establishment,  however  respectable 
it  may  otherwise  be  in  the  circumstance  of  number  and 
force. 

"  Should  any  accident  or  circumstance  happen  in  the  Fleet 
that  has  the  least  tendency  to  affect  the  service,  you  are  to 
give  the  earliest  information  of  it  to  the  Commiltee  of  Safety, 
that  they,  if  they  have  the  means  of  remedy,  may  apply 
such  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  require. 

"These  being  the  principal  mattei-s  that  have  occurred  to 
the  Committee,  they  earnestly  recommend  that  you  endea- 
vour to  promote  the  utmost  harmony  between  you  and  the 
officers  of  the  Fleet,  and  between  one  another,  on  which 
depends  so  much  the  success  of  every  undertaking  where 
men  are  to  act  in  concert,  and  mutual  assistance  is  re- 
quired. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

"  George  Ross,  Chairman." 
"  To  Captain  Henry  Dougherty." 

By  order  of  the  Board  Thomas  Dewees,  Jailer,  was  di- 
rected to  discharge  from  confinement  Robert  Saunderson,  a 
person  taken  with .  Captain  Duncan  Campbell  some  time, 
past. 

The  Committee,  having  reason  to  believe  that  wicked  and 
ill-disposed  persons  have  seduced  and  enticed  some  of  the 
men  belonging  to  the  Boats  to  desert  the  service  and  go  into 
other  employ,  have  thought  it  necessary  to  publish  the  fol- 
lowing Resolve  of  Assembly : 

"  In  Assembly,  Tuesday,  March  26,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  any  person  or  persons  whatever,  within 
this  Colony,  who  shall  harbour  and  conceal  any  deserter 
(knowing  him  to  be  such)  from  the  Continental  forces,  or 
any  other  forces  raised  within  this  or  any  other  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies  for  the  defence  of  America,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  nor  less  than  thirty  dollars, 
or  suffer  three  months'  imprisonment  for  each  offence,  being 
convicted  thereof  by  the  testimony  of  one  or  more  witnesses 
before  any  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  City,  Borough, 
or  County,  respectively,  where  such  offence  shall  be  com- 
mitted, who  are  hereby  authorized  to  hear  and  determine 
all  offences  contrary  to  the  above  Resolve;  which  fine  shall 
be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of 
the  City,  Borough,  or  Township,  where  the  offence  is  com- 
mitted, for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  such  place. 

"  And  the  Committee  give  this  pubiick  notice  that  they  are 
determined  to  prosecute,  with  the  utmost  rigour,  any  person 
who  shall  harbour,  conceal,  or  in  any  manner  employ  any 
deserter  from  the  service  of  this  Colony." 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  June  28,  1776. 

Present :  Owen  Biddle,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  Dan- 
iel Roberdeau,  James  Biddle,  George  Clymer,  Robert  White, 
George  Gray. 

Thomas  Dewees,  Jailer,  was  directed  to  discharge  a  man 
belonging  to  Captain  Dougherty,  agreeable  to  sentence  of 
Court-Martial. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  Captain-Lieutenant  of  the 
Artillery  Company  be  twenty-two  Dollars  per  month. 


1293 


PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY,  JULY,  1776. 


1294 


That  the  First  Lieutenant  of  said  Company  be  allowed 
eighteen  Dollars  per  month. 

That  tlie  Second  Lieutenant  of  said  Company  be  allowed 
eighteen  Dollars  per  month. 

Resolved,  That  Hercules  Courtney  be  appointed  Firet 
Lieutenant  of  the  Artillery  Company. 

That  John  Martin  Strohogh  be  appointed  Second  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Artillery  Company. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Clymer,  Mr.  R'U- 
tenhome,  Mr.  James  Biddle,  and  Mr.  Oiven  Biddle,  be  a 
Committee  to  employ  proper  Engineers  to  make  a  draft  of 
Fortifications  proper  to  be  erected  at  BUlingsport,  and  to 
report  what  Works  are  necessary  to  be  erected  there. 

That  the  said  Committee  be  authorized  to  purchase  the 
whole  or  part  of  a  Plantation  at  BUlingsport,  on  which  said 
Fortifications  are  to  be  erected,  at  the  expense  of  Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Randolph,  for  £26,  for  Fire-locks  purchased  for  ac- 
count of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Emmes  be  appointed  Lieutenant 
on  board  the  Fire  Brig ;  that  his  pay  be  seventeen  Dollars 
per  month. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  in  favour  of  Mr.  McCleane,  for  carriage  of  sixty- 
four  Fire-locks  and  Rifles,  and  one  Fire-lock  purchased  by 
him,  the  whole  amounting  to  £8  4s.  6d.,  to  be  charged  to 
Arms  bought  for  account  of  Congress. 

In  Commitlee  of  Safety,  June  29,  1776. 
'Present:  James  Biddle,  Samuel  Hotoell,  Thomas  Whar- 
ton, Junior,  Owen  Biddle,  George  Gray,  Robert  White, 
Michael  Hillegas. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Robert 
Towers,  Commissary,  to  deliver  to  John  M.  Nesbitt,  Esq., 
or  his  order,  fifty  Musket  Balls,  one  hundred  Grape-Shot,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  Swivel  Shot,  and  eight  short  Spears,  which 
he  is  to  be  accountable  for. 

Resolved,  That  Francis  Proctor,  Junior,  be  appointed 
Lieutenant  Fireworker  to  the  Artillery  Company  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  that  his  pay  be  13J  Dollars  per  month. 

This  day  Henry  Fisher's  Receipt  for  the  Guard  Boat 
sent  down  to  Leioistoivn,  and  the  sundry  articles  hereinafter 
mentioned,  was  delivered  this  Board,  viz: 

Armed  Boat  Eagle :  I  four-pound  Cannon  and  40  round 
of  Cartridges ;  2  Swivels,  and  60  rounds  of  Cartridges  ;  four 
Priming-Wires,  and  2  Belts  ;  2  Priming- Horns, and  bunch  of 
Match ;  I  Former  for  the  Guns  ;  2  Sponges  and  Rammers  for 
4-Pounder ;  1  Worm  and  Ladle  for  4-Pounder ;  2  Sponges 
and  Rammers  for  Swivels,  and  1  large  Worm  for  Swivel ; 
2  Lint  Stocks  ;  1  Lanthorn  ;  I  half-hour  Glass ;  2  Plates  ; 
I  Mug ;  1  Can  ;  1  Tinder-Box  ;  1  Mop ;  1  Pot ;  6  Lances ; 
1  Compass ;  2  Tents ;  I  Tea  Kettle. 

Received  the  above  articles  of  Captain  Charles  Lawrence, 
June  6,  1776.  Henry  Fishek. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  July  1,  1776. 

Present:  James  Mease,  George  Clymer,  Owen  Biddle, 
John  Nixon,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  George  Gray,  Daniel 
Roberdeau,  Samuel  Howell,  David  Rittenhouse,  Samuel 
Morris,  Jun.,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Robert  IVhite. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  deliver  to 
Doctor  Harris  two  tons  of  Saltpetre,  to  be  manufactured 
into  Gunpowder. 

The  President  of  the  Continental  Congress  sent  the  fol- 
lowing Resolves  to  this  Committee,  which  are  directed  to  be 
entered  on  the  Minutes : 

"  Resolved,  That  four  Companies  of  Gunners  be  raised  in 
Pennsylvania  and  four  Companies  in  Maryland,  to  compose 
the  German  Battalion. 

"That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Pennsylvania  immediately  to  appoint  proper  Officers  for, 
and  direct  the  inlistment  of,  the  four  Companies  to  be  raised 
in  that  Colony. 

"That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention,  or,  in  their 
recess,  to  the  Committee  or  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland, 
immediately  to  appoint  proper  Officers  for,  and  direct  the  in- 
listment of,  the  four  Companies  to  be  raised  in  that  Colony. 


"  That  the  said  Companies  be  inlisted  to  serve  for  three 
years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  receive  Bounty,  Pay, 
Rations,  and  all  other  allowances  equal  to  any  of  the  Con- 
tinental Troops. 

"  That  the  said  Companies  be  entitled  to  Pay  and  Subsist- 
ence from  the  time  of  inlistment. 

"  That  the  said  Companies,  when  raised,  be  formed  into 
a  Battalion  under  the  command  of  such  Field  Officers  as  the 
Congress  shall  direct. 

"  That  the  rank  of  the  Captains  in  the  said  Companies  be 
regulated  as  the  Congress  shall  hereafter  direct. 

"  That  five  thousand  Dollars  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  and  five  thousand  Dollars  to  the 
Convention,  or,  in  their  recess,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Maryland,  to  defray  the  expense  of  raising  the  German 
Companies. 

"  By  order  of  Congress  : 

"  John  Hancock,  President. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Captain  Loxly  is  requested  to  view  the  Furnace  and  other 
works  belonging  to  Morgan  Bustead,  and  report  to  this 
Board  his  opinion  of  their  fitness  to  cast  Brass  Cannon. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  to  Captain  Nathaniel  Falconer ,  for  account 
of  Congress,  twelve  Cutlasses  and  twenty-eight  pounds  of 
Musket  Ball. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers  was  directed  to 
deliver  Mr.  Moulder  four  pieces  of  Russia  Sheeting,  for 
Awnings  for  the  Shallops,  for  accommodating  the  Fire-Raft- 
men. 

Resolved,  That  two  quarter-casks  of  Gunpowder  be  is- 
sued to  each  Battalion  of  Musketeers  of  Associators  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Counties  of  Chester,  Phila- 
delphia, and  Bucks,  for  the  purpose  of  firing  in  the  exercises 
of  their  Battalions,  the  better  to  qualify  them  for  actual 
service ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Commanding 
Officers  of  said  Battalions  to  direct  very  small  Cartridges  to 
be  made  up,  about  eighty  to  the  pound. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  Mr.  John  William^s,  for  £100,  towards  the  payment  of 
a  Gondola  he  is  building. 

The  Committee,  taking  into  consideration  the  Resolution 
of  Congress  for  raising  a  Battalion  of  Germans,  and  being  of 
o[)inion  that  the  publick  service  requires  that  it  be  carried 
into  execution  without  any  delay,  and  the  Recruiting  ser- 
vice be  entered  on  as  soon  as  possible : 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  will,  on  Friday,  the  5th  inst., 
appoint  Captains,  and  on  Friday,  the  12th  instant.  Lieu- 
tenants and  Ensigns,  for  the  four  Companies  of  Germans 
directed  to  be  raised  in  this  Province  by  order  of  Congress ; 
and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that,  consistent  with 
the  Resolve  of  Congress,  no  persons  but  such  as  are  Germans 
born,  or  the  sons  of  Germans,  should  hold  any  office  in  said 
Companies.  All  such  gentlemen  who  fall  under  the  above 
descriptions,  and  are  desirous  to  enter  into  the  service,  are 
requested  to  send  in  their  applications  as  early  as  may  be. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Towers  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
Orders  of  the  Comtnittees  of  the  Counties  of  Philadelphia, 
Bxwks,  and  Chester,  two  quarter-casks  of  Powder  for  each 
Battalion  of  Musketeers  of  Associators  in  said  Counties,  for 
the  purposes  as  mentioned  in  a  Resolve  of  this  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding-Officer  of  Colonel  At- 
lee's  Battalion,  at  the  Barracks  in  this  City,  be  desired  to 
appoint  a  Lieutenant  to  escort  Lieutenants  Bogan  and  Ball, 
now  at  Germantown,  to  Yorktorvn,  and  that  he  attend  to 
this  Board  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  for  his  instruc- 
tions. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  July  2,  1776. 

Present :  George  Ross,  Chairman,  Owen  Biddle,  Samuel 
Howell,  Samuel  Morris,  James  Mease,  James  Biddle,  George 
Gray,  Joseph  Parker,  David  Rittenhouse,  John  Nixon, 
George  Clymer,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Thomas  Wharton, 
Jun.,  Samuel  Miles. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Loxley  be  directed  to  put  Mor- 
gan Bustead' s  Air  Furnace  in  proper  order  for  casting  Brass 
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Artillery,  and  that  this  Board  will  account  to  said  Bustead 
lor  the  use  of  his  Works. 

Upon  application  of  JVilliam  Tiicker,  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  I\cw-Jerscij,  appoinlcKl  lo  procure  necessaries 
tor  the  Troops  of  that  Province,  for  one  ton  of  Lead,  by 
order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  direct- 
ed to  deliver  him  twenty  hundred  pounds  of  Lead. 

George  Ross,  Esq.,  and  George  Ege  having  contracted 
to  supply  this  Board  with  one  hundred  tons  of  Cannon  Ball 
at  the  same  price  that  othei-s  have  contracted  for,  and  ap- 
plying for  a  sum  of  Money  to  be  advanced  him,  by  order  of 
the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  jSixon,  Esq.,  and 
others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts  in  favour  of  the  said 
George  Ege,  for  £300. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Address  to  the 
publick,  reported  an  essay,  which,  being  read,  amended,  and 
approved,  was  ordered  to  be  inserted  upon  the  Minutes,  and 
to  be  published  in  the  Newspapers  of  this  City ;  and  is  as 
follows : 

"To  THE  Inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania. 

"This  Committee,  too  much  occupied  in  the  various  and 
multiplied  business  of  the  department  in  which  they  are 
placed,  have  seldom  troubled  the  publick  with  Addresses, 
and,  indeed,  little  occasion  has  been  afforded  for  them,  espe- 
cially in  justification  of  their  own  conduct,  while  general 
acquiescence  in  their  authority  prevailed,  and  entire  confi- 
dence in  their  integrity  and  abilities  remained  ;  but  they  are 
not  so  blinded  by  self-love,  or  so  lost  in  their  own  impor- 
tance, as  not  to  perceive  lately  that  both  confidence  and 
authority  are  considerably  shaken  and  impaired.  Not  resting 
on  a  foundation  altogether  popular,  their  existence  has  been 
beheld  with  jealousy,  and,  by  an  opposition  formed  on  mis- 
taken or  unworthy  principles,  their  conduct  in  almost  every 
branch  of  the  publick  service  has  been  traduced  and  vilified. 
In  the  honest  discharge  of  duty,  they  have  been  obliged  to 
stand  the  unmerited  reproaches  of  many  individuals,  as  well 
as  of  some  publick  bodies.  After  accumulated  mortifica- 
tions, why  they  still  continue  to  keep  their  seats  ought  to  be 
accounted  for,  lest  they  jusdy  be  supposed  insensible  to  the 
feelings  of  men  of  honour ;  but  it  is  necessary  first  to  state 
the  transaction  which  has  principally  given  rise  to  this  Ad- 
dress. About  the  beginning  of  last  month  the  Committee 
appointed  Captain  Samuel  Davidson  Commodore  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Naval  Armaments  equipped  for  the 
defence  of  the  river  Delaware.  The  motives  to  this  appoint- 
ment at  a  Board  of  thirteen  Members,  when  there  was  not 
one  dissenting  voice,  were  such  as  these : 

"  1st.  That,  during  his  continuance  in  the  service  as  Cap- 
tain of  one  of  the  armed  Boats,  he  was  conspicuous  among 
the  Officers  for  care  and  attention  to  his  duty;  and  while  he 
maintained  a  strict  discipline,  he  had  the  address  to  con- 
ciliate the  regard  and  afTection  of  his  crew,  and  always  kept 
his  Boat  well  manned. 

"2d.  That  having,  on  the  return  of  Captain  Davidson, 
on  a  short  voyage,  in  which  he  was  spared  from  the  service 
of  this  Province  to  go  into  that  of  the  Congress,  and  while 
perfect  harmony  yet  existed  between  this  Board  and  all 
its  Officers,  and  on  a  deliberate  estimate  of  the  comparative 
merits  of  each,  given  him,  though  a  younger  Officer,  the 
more  important  command  of  the  Floating-Battery,  in  which 
the  same  superior  good  conduct  was  observable,  the  Com- 
mittee acted  but  consistently  with  themselves  in  elevating 
him  to  a  still  higher  rank. 

"  3d.  A  clamour  having  been  formerly  excited  against  a 
supeiior  Officer  because,  as  was  said,  he  had  not  been  of 
the  Fleet,  and  some  of  the  Officers  having  since  declared  that 
they  would  yield  ready  obedience  to  any  Commodore  if 
taken  from  their  own  establishment,  even  though  he  should 
be  the  youngest  among  them,  the  present  appointment,  as 
it  prevented  the  necessity  of  going  out  of  tlie  Fleet,  was 
considered  raither  as  conciliatory  than  as  administering  cause 
of  uneasiness  and  discontent.  They  were  well  aware  of  the 
obvious  military  maxim  to  which  they  had  run  counter,  of 
advancing  men  according  to  seniority ;  but  this  maxim, 
though  perhaps  proper  in  old  establishments,  where  a  long 
course  of  service  in  the  lower  classes  are  supposed  to  confer 
the  necessary  qualifications  for  the  higher,  may,  and  ought  oc- 
casionally to-be  dispensed  with  in  the  formation  of  new  ones. 
Where  diere  can  be  but  a  slender  pretext  for  qualifications 


from  this  cause,  merit  is  to  be  sought  out  and  preferred  where- 
ever  to  be  found,  thougii  ambition  should  be  disappointed  and 
delicacy  ofiended.  in  many  instances  have  the  Congress 
departed  from  this  fundamental  maxim,  and  their  country 
has  been  benefited  by  it.  The  resistance  of  the  Officers  of 
the  armed  Boats  to  tiiis  appointment,  and  their  indecent  re- 
monstrance, are  well  known.  They  were  countenanced  and 
supported  by  men  whose  decisions  on  publick  questions  influ- 
ence in  some  degree  the  publick  opinion.  Mutiny  was  justi- 
fied and  abetted,  and  disobedience  triumphed  over  authority. 
The  Committee  thought  it  their  duty  to  adhere  to  the  ap- 
pointment they  had  made.  The  conference  of  Committees 
interpose  by  the  following  Resolution,  agreed  to  immediately 
before  their  dissolution  :  '  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Conmiittee  of  Safijty  of  this  Province  to  confine  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Davidson  to  the  Sliip-of-Warand  Float- 
ing-Battery belonging  to  the  Province,  and  to  issue  no  orders 
to  the  Captains  or  other  Officers  of  the  Row-Galleys,  Fire- 
Ships,  or  Fire-Rafts,  through  the  said  Commodore,  until  the 
Convention  meets  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Cap- 
tains and  other  Oliicci-s  of  the  Row-Galleys,  (ice.,  to  pay  all 
due  obedience  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  until  that  time, 
and  until  a  new  appointment  shall  take  place.'  The  Board, 
astonished  and  surprised,  would  have  remonstrated  against  it, 
not  without  hope  that,  on  a  fair  and  impartial  state  of  the 
quesrion,  those  who,  from  the  nature  of  their  appointment, 
could  have  nothing  in  view  but  the  publick  happiness,  and 
who  could  not  have  been  insensible  of  the  benefit  of  good 
order  and  discipline,  would  have  recalled  this  hasty  deter- 
mination, which  may  be  so  fatal  to  both  ;  but  the  dissolution 
would  not  allow  the  necessary  time. 

"  The  Committee  doubt  not  the  purity  of  the  intention 
which  produced  this  Resolution,  and  by  which  their  power 
in  so  important  a  branch  is  so  greatly  mutilated,  if  not  alto- 
gether destroyed.  Tliey  well  know  the  regard  due  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  and  are  disposed  to  submit  to 
the  recommendation,  though  wounded  and  dishonoured  by 
it.  But  they  would  have  it  understood  that  the  continuance 
of  many  of  their  Board  under  such  circumstances  is  of  ne- 
cessity, as  no  body  of  men  can  at  present  be  appointed  to 
supply  their  places,  and  as  they  perhaps  may,  fettered  in 
their  authority  as  they  are,  still  render  some  small  services 
to  their  country.  They,  however,  think  it  incumbent  on 
them  to  declare,  that  many  bad  consequences  may  probably 
proceed  from  a  divided  command.  Military  authority  is  not 
of  a  nature  to  be  participated,  and  when  attempted  the  great- 
est mischiefs  commonly  flow  from  it.  Should  this  unfortu- 
nately prove  so  in  our  case,  the  Committee  are  not  respon- 
sible ;  they  have  performed  their  duty,  and  look  forward 
with  pleasure  to  the  short  period  of  a  few  weeks  which  is  to 
deprive  them  of  the  seats  they  have  held,  of  late  so  much 
to  the  dissatisfaction  of  some  men  and  uneasiness  to  them- 
selves." 

Resolved,  That  the  title  of  the  Land  purchased  at  Bil- 
lingsport,  to  erect  Fortifications  by  order  of  Congress,  be 
made  out  in  the  names  of  George  Clymer  and  Michael  Hil- 
legas,  Esquires,  Continental  Treasurers. 

Jiesolved,  That  Colonel  Miles  be  requested  to  order  a 
Battalion  of  the  Pennsylvania  Forces  to  New- Jersey,  to  en- 
camp at  Billingsport,  and  that  the  men  to  be  employed  in 
erecting  Fortifications  there  be  allowed  two  gills  Spirits  per 
diem  each,  over  and  above  their  usual  allowance,  while  they 
work  on  said  Fortifications. 

Upon  application  of  John  Maxwell  Nesbitt,  Esq.,  a  Com- 
mission was  granted  to  John  Humi,  as  commander  of  the 
schooner  Security,  of  thirty  tons  burden,  eight  carriage-guns, 
and  eleven  men. 

Captain  Benjamin  Loxley  having  made  proposals  for  cast- 
ing Brass  Artillery  for  the  use  of  this  Province,  as  follows, 
viz:  that  the  Furnace,  Fuel,  Metal,  and  other  necessaries, 
to  be  found,  and  every  incidental  expense  paid  by  this  Com- 
mittee, and  that  he  have  such  compensation  for  his  trouble 
in  superintending  and  conducting  the  business  as  shall  be 
thought  a  reasonable  equivalent  thereto. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  proposals  of  Captain  Loxley  be 
agreed  to. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers  was  directed  to 
deliver  to  Colonel  Satnuel  Miles,  or  bis  'order,  what  Rifles 
he  has  in  store  belonging  to  this  Province. 
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Resolved,  That  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  be  directed 
to  get  made  two  tons  of  Rifle-Powder  as  soon  as  possible. 

Tiiat  the  Cartridges  he  malves  up  in  future  have  an  addi- 
tion of  three  Bucksliot  in  each  Cartridge. 

In  consequence  of  intelligence  just  received,  Colonel  Miles 
is  requested  immediately  lo  march  his  Battalion  to  this  City, 
and  suspend  the  sending  a  Battalion  to  Billingsport  till  fur- 
ther orders. 

Upon  application  of  James  Craig  and  William  Erskine 
Sf  Co.,  owners  of  the  Sloop  Chance,  James  Robertson  Mas- 
ter, burden  thirty  tons,  six  carriage  guns,  and  thirty-four  men, 
a  Commission  was  granted  to  him,  the  said  Captain  James 
Robertson, 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  deliver  to  Captain  Lox- 
ley  such  of  the  Ordnance  and  Military  Stores  required  for 
his  Artillery  Company  as  he  can  supply,  and  Captain  Lox- 
le.y  is  authorized  to  procure  the  remainder  on  the  most  rea- 
sonable terms,  and  bring  in  his  account  to  this  Committee. 

Adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  when  the  following  Members 
met :  George  Clymer,  Chairman,  Samuel  Morris,  Joseph 
Parker,  John  Nixon,  Owen  Biddle,  Samuel  Hoivell,  David 
Rittenhouse. 

Resolved,  That  the  Continental  Powder-Mill  be  furnished 
with  ten  tons  of  Saltpetre  and  two  tons  of  Sulphur,  and  that 
Mr.  Owen  Biddle  be  directed  to  give  orders  for  the  delivery 
of  the  same. 

Colonel  Miles  informing  the  Board  that  many  of  the  Arras 
belonging  to  the  Battalion  under  his  command  are  greatly 
out  of  order,  the  Chairman,  by  order,  wrote  to  the  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Lock  Manufactory  to  lay  aside  all  other 
work,  and  apply  themselves  to  repairing  them  ;  they  are  re- 
quested further  to  put  all  the  workmen  in  the  City  upon  this 
business. 

Letters  were  this  day  written  to  the  Colonels  of  the  dif- 
ferent Battalions  of  the  Counties  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks, 
Chester,  and  Lancaster,  requesting  they  would  iiold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  march  at  an  hour's  warning  with  their 
Battalions  to  this  City. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Parker  and  Owen  Biddle  have 
the  Guard-House  at  the  old  Powder-House  removed  to  the 
new  Magazine,  and  that  Mr.  Towers  be  authorized  to  oc- 
cupy the  said  Magazine  as  soon  as  he  may  think  it  suitable 
to  receive  the  publick  Ammunition ;  and  that  an  Officer's 
Guard  be  mounted  at  the  said  Magazine,  with  orders  that 
no  person  but  the  Commissary,  and  such  as  are  employed 
under  him,  are  admitted  on  the  lot  without  special  orders 
from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  unless  'they  be  Members  of 
the  Board. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Towers  have  the  Laboratory  enclosed 
with  a  fence,  and  that  the  Officer  of  the  Guard  be  directed 
that  no  person  be  suffered  to  come  within  it  but  the  Com- 
missary, and  such  as  are  employed  under  him,  but  by  spe- 
cial order  of  this  Board,  or  such  as  are  Members  of  this 
Board. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  July  3,  1776. 
Present:  Alexander  Wikocks,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell, 
James  Mease,  David  Rittenhouse,  George  Clymer,  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jun.,  George  Gray,  James  Biddle,  John  Nixon. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  Mr.  Kincar  eight  pieces  of  Russia  Sheet- 
ing, for  making  sails  for  the  Gondola  building  by  Captain 
Williams. 

Captain  West  was  directed  to  deliver  to  Commodore  Da- 
vidson the  whole  quantity  of  Ammunition  that  he  now  has 
on  board  the  Ammunition  Vessel. 

By  order  of  the  Board  John  M.  Nesbitt,  Esq.,  Paymas- 
ter, was  desired  to  advance  two  months'  pay  to  Lieutenant 
Emmes,  of  the  Fire-Brig. 

Lieutenants  Bogan  and  Ball  having  refused  to  sign  the 
Paroles  prepared  for  them,  agreeable  to  the  Resolves  of 
Congress  and  by  this  Board  of  the  14th  ultimo,  Colonel  At- 
lee  had  directions  to  order  a  discreet  Officer  and  suitable 
Guard  to  proceed  to  Germantown  and  take  into  custody  the 
said  Bogan  and  Ball,  and  convey  them  forthwith  to  York- 
town,  and  deliver  them  to  the  keeper  of  the  common  Jail, 
provided  they  still  persist  in  their  refusal. 

Adjourned  to  four  o'clock. 


Four  o'clock  P.  M. — The  following  Members  met :  James 
Mease,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  Alexander  Wilcocks, 
George  Gray,  John  Cadwallader,  James  Biddle,  Oiuen  Bid- 
dle,Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  David  Rittenhouse,  John  Nixon. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  articles  be  procured  for  the 
use  of  this  Province,  viz :  five  thousand  wooden  Canteens, 
five  thousand  five  hundred  Knapsacks. 

In  consequence  of  the  following  Resolve  of  Congress,  a 
Letter  was  written  to  Colonel  Miles  requesting  he  would 
give  orders  for  the  most  speedy  march  of  the  Rifle  Batta- 
lion to  this  City,  and  to  Colonel  Atlee,  of  the  Musket  Bat- 
talion, desiring  his  attendance  on  this  Board : 

"  In  Congress,  July  3, 1776. 

"  The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Letter  from 
the  Convention  of  New-Jersey.     Whereupon, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylva- 
nia be  requested  to  send  as  many  of  the  Troops  of  their 
Colony  as  they  can  spare  to  Monmouth  County,  in  New- 
Jersey,  to  the  assistance  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  Colony, 
and  to  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
the  said  Troops  to  be  allowed  the  same  pay  and  rations  as 
the  Troops  in  the  service  of  the  Continent  from  the  time  of 
their  march  until  they  return. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Sec'y. 

"  By  order  of  Congress :        John  Hancock,  Pres't." 

Colonel  Atlee  attended  the  Board,  and  informs  that  the 
Fire-locks  belonging  to  his  Battalion  are  in  very  bad  order ; 
that  upwards  of  two  hundred  of  them  are  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Gunsmiths ;  that  he  will  make  report  to-morrow 
morning  of  deficiencies  of  Arms  and  Accoutrements  in  his 
Battalion. 

Resolved,  That  all  Officers,  prisoners  of  war,  in  this  Pro- 
vince, or  coming  into  it,  do  in  future  wear  their  Uniforms 
whenever  they  go  abroad  ;  and  if  any  Officer  shall  be  found 
hereafter  transgressing  this  order  he  shall  be  taken  up  and 
confined. 

The  several  Committees  are  earnestly  requested  to  see 
this  Regulation  effectually  carried  into  execution. 

And  whereas  proper  attention  has  not  been  paid  to  the 
Order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  1st  of  May  last,  it 
is  again  published,  that  all  persons  concerned  may  govern 
themselves  accordingly,  as  they  may  depend  on  its  being 
strictly  executed.  

In  Committee  of  Safety,  July  4, 1776. 
Present:   Owen  Biddle,  Chairman,  David  Rittenhouse, 
George  Clymer,  Joseph  Parker,  John  Nixon,  Samuel  How- 
ell, Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  James 
Mease,  George  Gray,  James  Biddle,  John  Cadwallader. 

Resolved,  That  the  Pay  of  the  three  Battalions  of  Pro- 
vincial Troops  of  this  Province,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Miles,  be  increased  to  Continental  pay,  to  commence 
mence  the  1st  of  July  last. 

Resolved,  That  Abraham  Hayes  be  appointed  Third  Lieu- 
tenant in  one  of  the  Rifle  Companies  in  the  service  of  this 
Province. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Nathaniel  Falconer  for  a 
quantity  of  Grape-Shot  for  the  use  of  the  Marine  Committee 
of  Congress,  by  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commis- 
sary, was  directed  to  deliver  one  cask  of  Grape-Shot  for  the 
use  aforesaid. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
of  Captains  Peters  and  Wilcocks  and  Mr.  De  Haven,  for 
£500,  and  directed  to  bo  charged  to  their  Account. 

Resolved,  That  one  Battalion  of  five  hundred  Riflemen 
be  immediately  got  ready  to  proceed  to  Bordentown,  un- 
der the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Broadhead,  to  be 
employed  agreeable  to  a  requisition  of  the  honourable  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  that  a  Letter  be  written  to  the 
Convention  o(  New-Jersey  to  provide  Wagons  to  transport 
the  men  and  baggage  to  the  place  of  destination. 

Mr.  Owen  Biddle  having  occasion  to  leave  the  Board, 
Mr.  George  Clymer  took  the  Chair. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nix- 
on, Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour 
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of  Captain  John  Hazkuood  for  £100;  which  is  directed 
to  be  charged  to  his  Account. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  David  and  Captain  Mcllvaine 
be  empowered  and  directed  to  tai<e  up  six  Shallops  to  trans- 
port a  Battalion  of  Troops  from  this  City  to  Bordentown,  to 
sail  to-morrow. 

There  being  an  immediate  necessity  of  a  great  number 
of  Tents  and  Havei-sacks  to  be  made  up  for  the  publick 
service, 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Bridges,  Smith,  Kennard,  and 
Collins,  be  authorized  and  directed  to  go  through  the  Town 
and  buy  up  all  the  Awnings  that  can  be  got ;  and  also,  that 
Messrs.  Mason,  Bridges,  and  Moulder,  purchase  all  the 
coarse  Linen  they  can  meet  with  suitable  for  the  above  pur- 
poses ;  the  whole  to  be  made  up  by  them  as  the  Board  shall 
hereafter  direct. 

The  following  Advertisement  is  ordered  to  be  published 
ID  the  different  Newspapers  of  this  City : 

"  The  Committee  of  Safety  hereby  offer  a  reward  of  one 
hundred  Dollars  to  any  pei-son  who  shall  discover  by  whom 
the  Pier  intended  to  be  sunk  near  Fort-Island  was  cut  loose 
from  its  moorings  and  turned  adrift." 

Resolved,  That  the  Cannon  arrived  from  New-London 
be  sent  down  immediately  to  Fort-Island,  and  that  Captain 
Proctor  be  directed  to  fit  Carriages  for  them,  and  place  as 
many  of  them  for  the  present  on  the  Platform,  on  the  Bat- 
tery there,  as  it  will  contain. 

Resohed,  That  a  number  of  rough  Sheds  be  made  at 
BUlingsport,  sufficient  to  accommodate  and  lodge  five  hun- 
dred Men  to  be  employed  on  the  Fortifications  intended  to 
be  erected  there. 

That  Mr.  Robert  Smith  be  directed  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
cution with  all  possible  expedition. 

The  Committee,  taking  into  consideration  the  Memorial 
of  the  Board  of  Officers  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  &ic., 
for  establishing  a  Patrol  of  Associators  fo);  the  safeguard  and 
peace  of  the  City,  came  to  the  following  Resolutions  there- 
upon : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  three  Patrols  of  Associators  for 
the  City  and  Suburbs  of  the  Northern  District  to  begin  on 
the  north  side  of  Arch  Street  and  extend  as  far  as  Callowhill 
Street ;  the  Middle  District  to  begin  on  the  south  side  of 
Arch  Street  and  extend  to  the  north  side  of  Walnut  Street ; 
and  the  Southern  District  to  begin  on  the  south  side  of  Wal- 
nut Street  and  extend  to  Almond  Street ;  that  each  Patrol 
consist  of  a  Commissioned  Officer,  who  shall  be  allowed  5s., 


and  four  Privates,  who  shall  be  allowed  2s.  6d.  each  for  the 
night;  and  are  to  patrol  from  eleven  o'clock  until  daybreak. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Colonels  or 
Commanding  Officers  of  the  five  Battalions  in  this  City  and 
Liberties  to  order  and  direct  the  said  Patrols,  and  regulate 
the  routine  of  duty  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of  each 
Battalion,  and  to  fix  upon  proper  places  for  Guard  Rooms. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Patrols  be  ordered  and  in- 
structed carefully  to  avoid  giving  any  disquiet  to  the  peace- 
able inhabitants,  but  to  examine  all  persons  of  suspicious 
appearance  found  in  the  streets,  and  confine  such  as  can- 
not give  a  good  account  of  themselves,  or  deliver  them  to 
the  care  of  the  City  Watch  ;  to  observe  and  get  the  best 
information  of  any  dangerous  meetings  of  disaffected  per- 
sons, and  give  intelligence  thereof  to  the  Committee  of  In- 
spection and  Observation,  or  their  sub-Committee,  to  whom 
the  Officers  of  the  Patrol  are  each  day  to  report  every  mate- 
rial occurrence.  That  the  Patrols  may  go  beyond  the  limits 
of  their  respective  Districts  upon  any  particular  occasion 
where  their  services  may  be  necessary. 

At  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Juli/ 
4, 1776: 

Present :  George  Clymer,  Chairman,  Joseph  Parlcer, 
Michael  Hillcgas,  John  Cadwalladcr,  James  Biddlc,  John 
Nixon,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  David  Rittenhouse. 

The  honourable  Continental  Congress  having  sent  the  fol- 
lowing  Notice  to  this  Committee, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  entered  on  the  Minutes  of 
this  Board,  which  is  as  follows : 

"Gentlemen:  The  Congress  passed  a  recommendation 
this  day  requesting  a  Conference  of  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty, the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  this  City,  the  Delegates 
ol'  New- York,  New- Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Com- 
manding Officers  of  the  Association,  to  devise  the  most  ex- 
peditious mode  of  raising  and  marching  the  Militia  of  this 
Province  to  the  assistance  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

"July  4,  1776.  "  RoBERT   MoRRIS. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety." 

Resolved,  That  Mons.  Kirmovan,  Engineer,  be  requested 
to  lay  out  the  Military  Works  at  BUlingsport. 

Ordered,  That  John  Nixon,  Esq.,  and  others,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  pay  Mr.  Benjamin  Weatherby  the  pur- 
chase money  of  the  Land  at  BUlingsport,  and  charge  it  to 
account  of  Congress,  being  £600. 


NEW-YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

In  the  Congress  Chamber  of  the  City-Hall  in  the  City  of  New-York,  5 
Die  Martis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  May  14,  1776.     5 

This  being  the  day  on  which  the  Provincial  Congress  was 
to  meet  at  the  City  of  New-  York,  pursuant  to  Elections  held 
in  the  respective  Counties  of  this  Colony,  on  the  .  .  •  day 
oi  April  last,  the  following  gentlemen  met  in  the  Assembly- 
Chamber  at  the  City- Hall  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  viz : 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Ihert  Bancker,  Captain  Denning, 

Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  Brasher. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Cuyler. 
For  Ulster. — ^Mr.  Wisner. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Captain  Wickham. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Schenck. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Having. 

No  other  Members  appearing,  the  gentlemen  present 
could  not  proceed  to  business,  as  a  Congress,  for  want  of  a 
sufficient  number. 

But  Captain  Wool  having  arrived  this  morning,  and  being 
attending  with  certain  Prisoners  apprehended  on  Long- 
Island,  and  brought  here  by  order  of  the  late  Provincial 
Congress,  the  gentlemen  present  had  Captain  Wool  and 
Laac  Ketcham  severally  brought  in  and  examined  in  their 
presence  before  Mr.  Alderman  Brasher;  and  the  Exami- 
nation, of  Captain  Wool  and  Isaac  Ketcham,  respectively, 
hereinafter  follow,  viz : 
City  o/ New- York,  ss  .• 

Jeremiah  Wool,  of  the  City  of  New-York,  being  duly 
sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  deposeth  and  saiih :  That 


he  landed  on  Nassau-Island  about  nine  or  ten  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  last  Saturday  evening,  and  called  on  Thomas 
Weeks,  Esquire,  at  Huntington,  who  was  very  ready  and 
willing,  on  the  order  from  Congress,  to  give  his  assistance 
in  apprehending  the  persons  therein  named ;  that  he  then 
sent  for  the  men  under  his  command,  and  they  arrived  there 
about  two  o'clock  last  Sunday  morning ;  that  several  of  the 
Committee  were  then  collected,  who  gave  the  deponent  a 
guide  to  go  with  himself,  and  two  guides  to  go  with  a  party 
of  his  men  to  Isaac  Ketcham's  house ;  that  he  proceeded 
with  one  party  and  a  guide  to  Isaac  Youngs's  house,  and 
arrived  there  about  the  dawning  of  the  day  ;  that  having  set 
guards  round  the  house,  and  knocked  at  the  door,  Isaac 
Youngs  came  to  the  "door  and  opened  it;  that  he  (the  de- 
ponent) immediately  entered  ;  that  Isaac  Youngs  appeared 
much  surprised  ;  that  the  deponent  told  him  he  had  business 
with  him  at  Huntington,  and  desired  him  to  make  himself 
ready,  and  desired  him  to  be  silent  and  not  make  any  alarm  ; 
that  after  Isaac  Youngs  had  dressed  himself,  he  proceeded 
with  some  of  his  men  to  search  the  house;  that  they  then 
proceeded  to  an  apartment  of  Israel  Youngs,  and  searched 
that ;  that  in  that  house  they  proceeded  to  a  room  in  which 
they  were  informed  Henry  Dawkins  usually  lodged,  and 
found  under  the  bed  in  which  he  was  informed  Daivkins 
had  lodged,  a  few  Engraver's  tools ;  that  at  the  head  of 
one  of  the  beds  in  that  room,  one  of  his  Sergeants  discovered 
a  crack  or  opening  in  the  wall,  which  they  suspected  to  be 
a  door ;  that  on  removing  the  bed  and  other  furniture  ne- 
cessary, with  a  bayonet  put  into  the  crevice,  they  opened  a 
small  door,  within  which  was  a  narrow  stairs ;  that  Isaac 
Youngs,  who  was  present,  appeared  to  be  in  terror,  and 
trembled  ;  that  the  deponent  sent  his  Sergeant  and  another 
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man  up  the  stairs,  who  called  to  him  that  there  was  a  print- 
ing press ;  that  having  called  up  some  more  men  to  take 
chaige  of  Isaac  Youngs,  he  (the  deponent)  proceeded  up 
the  said  stairs  into  a  very  concealed  garret,  with  one  small 
window,  and  there  found  a  rolling-press  ;  that  the  fii-st  paper 
he  picked  up  was  a  paper  which  he  now  produced,  appear- 
ing to  be  a  copperplated  imperfect  copy  of  a  Bill  of  Con- 
necticut money,  of  forty  Shillings  ;  that  he  found  no  white 
man  in  the  house,  or  any  apartment  of  it,  but  Isaac  Youngs ; 
that  he  sent  one  man  and  a  guide  at  some  miles  distance  to 
search  for  Dawkins,  and  also  sent  to  search  for  Henderson, 
but  without  success  ;  that  in  a  basin  of  water  near  the  press 
were  a  number  of  papers  cut  to  the  size  of  the  bill  he  found 
under  the  press,  or  thereabout ;  that  he  then  had  the  press, 
with  every  utensil  thereof,  taken  down,  and  brought  down 
stairs ;  that  he  found  in  a  chest  in  that  house,  which  the 
wife  of  Israel  Youngs  said  belonged  to  Henry  Dawlcins,  a 
great  number  of  Engraver's  tools,  and  a  number  of  plates, 
all  which,  with  the  said  chest,  he  has  brought  with  him  ; 
that  on  searching  in  Israel  Youngs' s  apartment,  in  a  drawer 
of  a  chest  of  drawers,  he  found  a  copperplate  completely 
engraved  for  the  impressing  of  two  Dollar  bills,  and  on  the 
plate  a  bill  appearing  to  be  a  two  Dollar  bill  of  Continen- 
tal money,  which  plate  and  bill  he  now  produces,  and  the 
bill  is  numbered  45,234,  signed  with  the  names  oi  A.  Mor- 
ris, Jun.,  and  Fred.  Kuhl,  and  dated  February  17,  1776; 
that  out  of  a  desk  he  took  a  parcel  of  strips  of  paper,  now 
produced,  which  Israel  Youngs's  wife  said  she  believed  was 
cut  off  bills  of  Continental  money;  that  in  Israel  Youngs^s 
apartment,  in  a  large  chest,  or  something  of  that  kind,  large 
and  deep,  he  found  four  bills,  appearing  to  be  Bills  of 
Credit  of  Massachusetts-Bay  Colony,  each  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  forty-two  Shillings,  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, dated  December  7,  1775,  completely  plated, 
but  not  signed  or  numbered ;  that  in  Israel  Youngs's  apart- 
ment he  found  a  parcel  of  paper,  on  some  part  of  which  he 
observed  a  number  of  names,  written  in  different  hands, 
which  he  has  brought  with  him,  and  that  four  vials  of  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  ink  were  found  in  that  part  of  the  house 
where  the  rolling  press  was,  which  ink  he  has  left  in  the 
hands  of  an  inhabitant  of  Huntington ;  that  the  ink  for  the 
plates  is  in  Hawkins's  chest ;  that  in  Isaac  Youngs's  apart- 
ment one  of  his  men  took  a  bill,  appearing  to  be  a  Conti- 
nental Dollar  bill,  off  a  shelf,  which  he  now  produces;  that 
before  he  left  Yowtgs's,  he  was  informed  that  Isaac  Ketcham 
was  taken ;  that  he  ordered  him  to  be  brought  to  Youngs's ; 
that  he  put  the  press  and  chests,  and  other  matters  he  had 
seized,  on  a  wagon,  and  proceeded  with  them,  and  the 
prisoners  he  had  taken,  to  Williams's  Tavern,  where  Mr. 
fVeeks,  and  some  of  the  Cominittee,  who  were  sent  for, 
came  and  attended ;  that  from  thence  they  despatched  two 
parties,  who  found  and  took  John  Henderson  and  Hertry 
Dawkins,  and  brought  them  there ;  that  after  he  had  talked 
some  time  with  Dawkins,  he  told  the  deponent  the  whole 
truth  should  come  out,  and  having  got  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
he  wrote  and  signed,  of  his  own  accord,  a  declaration,  which 
he  delivered  to  the  deponent,  and  is  now  produced,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  The  back  of  the  Connecticut  forty  Shillings  bill,  and 
front  of  ditto,  have  had  some  impressions  taken  off;  one 
back  and  front  of  the  forty -two  Shillings  Massachusetts,  none 
but  one  proof  taken  off  to  my  knowledge ;  one  back  and 
front  of  the  thirty  Dollar  bill  never  proved  to  my  know- 
ledge ;  one  front  of  the  two  Dollar  bill  just  begun,  which 
was  on  the  plate,  taken  off  with  blue  letters,  the  borders 
partly  done,  the  inside  letters  not  touched,  and  will  wipe 

off  if  put  to  the  fire.  ,,  rr  t^  » 

'^  "  Henry  Dawkins. 

That  the  deponent  did  not  speak  to  the  said  Henry 
Dawkins  while  he  was  writing  the  said  confession  or  me- 
morandum, but  the  said  Henry  Dawkins  wrote  and  sub- 
scribed the  same  in  the  presence  of  Henry  Brasher,  his 
Lieutenant,  and  the  deponent ;  that  the  said  Htnry  Daw- 
kins also  delivered  to  him  (the  deponent)  a  small  paper  con- 
taining the  names  of  Israel  Youngs,  Isaac  Youngs,  Towns- 
hend  Hulet,  and  Isaac  Ketcham,  and  told  the  deponent  they 
were  concerned  in  this  business ;  that  said  Dawkins  told 
him  that  Israel  Youngs  was  principally  concerned,  and  had 
frequently  a])plied  to  him  on  the  subject  of  making  and 
counterfeiting  Paper  money,  or  Bills  of  Credit ;  and  when 
lie  was  in  Jail  at  New-  York  formerly,  had  offered  to  take 


him  out  and  procure  his  discharge,  if  he  would  come  up  to 
his  house  and  engage  in  that  business ;  that  Henry  Daw- 
kins informed  him  that Woolhaupter  had  made  the 

rolling-press,  and  that  Israel  Youngs  brought  it  up  to  his 
house,  secreted  and  put  up  in  a  box ;  that  he  (the  said 
Dawkins)  had  recommended  Woolhaupter  to  Israel  Youngs 
as  a  proper  person  to  make  such  press,  and  that  Israel 
Youngs  procured  the  press  for  the  purpose  of  making  money. 
That  the  deponent  found  in  the  possession  of  Isaac  Ketcham 
a  sum  of  money,  consisting  of  gold,  silver,  and  paper  money, 
of  different  denominations,  which  he  now  produces,  amount- 
ing, according  to  the  deponent's  computation,  to  the  sum  of 
£30  14s.,  J\ew-York  money;  that  Isaac  Ketchum  told  the 
deponent  that  be  was  employed  in  this  business  to  get  pa- 
per; that  he  had  not  been  concerned  in  making  the  money, 
but  that  he  was  taken  into  the  business  to  provide  them  with 
paper,  and  that  he  had  been  out  on  that  business,  but  that 
he  could  inform  the  Congress  of  something  that  was  very 
important  to  them  ;  that  a  blank  copperplate,  now  produced 
by  the  deponent,  he  received  oi  Henry  Brasher,  his  Lieu- 
tenant, who  informed  the  deponent  that  he  took  it  off  a 


desk  in  Israel  Youngs's  house. 


Jeremiah  Wool. 


Sworn  this  14th  day  of  May,  1776,  before  me: 

Abraham  Brasher,  Alderman. 

City  of  New- York,  ss  : 

Isaac  Ketchum,  of  Huntington,  Suffolk  County,  Nassau- 
Island,  being  examined,  saith :  That  Henry  Daivkins  has 
been  at  Cold-Spring,  and  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  for 
about  two  months ;  that  he  was  there  some  time  before  this 
examinant  knew  his  [Dawkins' s)  name;  that  he  (the  ex- 
aminant)  was  informed  by  Isaac  Youngs  that  Rivington, 
the  Printer,  and  the  said  Youngs,  had  had  some  discourse 
aboutcounterfeiting  the  Continental  money;  that  the  Youngs 
hinted  to  this  examinant  that  Dawkins  and  he  had  agreed 
to  counterfeit  the  Paper  currency,  for  he  supposed  it  would 
be  done  by  the  Tories,  and  they  might  as  well  do  it  as  others ; 
that  Israel  Youngs  asked  this  examinant  if  he  would  try  to 
get  some  paper  for  that  purpose  at  Philadelphia,  where  he 
(the  examinant)  was  then  going,  and  had  talked  of  going  for 
some  time  ;  that  this  examinant  asked  Youngs  whether  he 
thought  they  were  able  to  make  paper  money;  that  Youngs 
answered  they  had  a  press  making  in  New-York,  which 
was  not  yet  finished  ;  that  the  examinant  then  asked  how  he 
applied  for  the  press ;  he  answered  that  Dawkins  had  writ- 
ten a  letter  to  a  man  in  New-  York,  in  the  name  of  one  Cox, 
with  directions  how  he  would  have  it  made,  to  be  different 
from  the  one  he  had  from  hiin  some  time  before,  and  more 
substantial ;  that  this  examinant  believes  Youngs  carried  the 
letter ;  that  he  had  not  got  the  press  yet,  but  was  promised 
to  have  it  soon. 

This  examinant  further  saith:  That  he  did  not  go  to 
Philadelphia  till  about  the  19th  of  April,  and  returned  ia 
about  ten  or  twelve  days;  that  he  went  to  carry  a  couple 
of  horses  to  sell  at  Philadelphia,  and  so  collect  some  money 
which  was  owing  to  him  there  ;  that  he  did  not  purchase  or 
make  any  inquiry  about  paper  at  any  Paper-Mill,  but  that 
he  asked  a  man  if  he  knew  where  such  paper  as  the  Conti- 
nental money  was  made  of  was  to  be  had ;  that  the  man 
answered  he  did,  but  that  the  maker  of  it  was  sworn,  and 
therefore  would  not  make  any  of  it  for  him.  This  examinant 
being  asked  who  the  man  was  of  whom  he  made  this  in- 
quiry relative  to  the  paper,  refused  to  mention  his  name,  as 
he  believed  him  to  be  a  worthy,  honest  Dutchman.  The 
examinant  being  further  asked  whether  the  Dutchman  knew 
the  use  that  was  intended  to  be  made  of  the  paper,  an- 
swered he  believed  he  did — that  he  smiled  ;  that  the  exami- 
nant told  him  he  did  not  want  it  for  his  own  use ;  upon 
which  the  man  replied,  "  I  suppose  it  is  for  some  of  your 
Yankees."  That  examinant,  on  his  return  home,  informed 
Youngs  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  procure  any  paper  for 
him.  This  examinant  being  asked  whether  he  has  seen  any 
of  the  bills,  answered  that  he  had  not,  excepting  one  Con- 
necticut bill,  and  that  only  the  back  of  it,  struck  upon 
common  paper. 

This  examinant  further  saith :  That  one  Levi  Lett,  at 
Brunswick-Landing,  had  been  employed  by  Youngs  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  paper,  before  this  examinant  was 
employed ;  that  he  was  directed  by  Youngs  to  call  on  the 
said  Lott,  and  inquire  whether  he  had  procured  any  paper ; 
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that  Lott  informed  this  cxaminant  that  he  had  been  down  to 
Spottswood,  at  a  Papcr-Mill,  and  had  not  applied  for  any 
paper,  as  there  seemed  little  encouragement  there,  as  he 
imaf^ined  there  was  no  isinglass  or  suitable  ra^s  to  be  had 
there ;  that  he  {Lott)  had  promised  Youngs  to  go  to  Penn- 
sylvania, but  waited  for  an  answer  or  letter  from  Youngs ; 
that  he  (the  said  Lott)  did  not  make  his  business  known  to 
any  person  at  the  Paper-Mill  at  Spottswood,  as  he  informed 
this  examinant.  This  examinant  being  asked  what  reply 
Youngs  made  to  him  on  his  returning  from  Philadelphia, 
and  informing  him  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  procure  him 
any  paper,  saith :  That  Youngs  replied  that  he  believed 
then  he  would  not  be  able  to  go  on,  and  Dawkins  would 
lose  his  labour. 

This  examinant  further  saith :  That  he  frequently  spoke 
to  Youngs,  and  told  him  it  would  not  do  for  him  to  make 
such  money,  that  Youngs  answered  him  he  did  not  intend 
to  pass  it  himself,  but  intimated  that  some  one  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Virginia  or  Susquehanna  would  take  it  of  him,  and 
give  something  in  exchange  for  it. 

Isaac  Ketcham. 

Taken  this  I4th  of  May,  1776,  before  me: 

Abraham  Brashki,  Alderman. 

Isaac  Ketcham  being  further  examined,  saith :  That  Levi 
Lott  gave  him  a  sample  of  paper  to  take  to  Philadelphia 
to  the  Paper-Mill,  which  he  said  he  had  cut  out  of  a  sheet 
of  Continental  bills  from  between  the  bills ;  that  he  (the 
examinant)  put  it  into  his  pocket-book,  and  there  kept  it 
till  the  guard  came  to  his  house,  when  he  took  it  out  of  his 
pocket-book  and  threw  it  into  the  fire  and  burnt  it. 

Isaac  Ketcham, 

Taken  this  14th  of  May,  1776,  before  me: 

Abraham  Brasher,  Alderman. 

City  o/ New-York,  ss  : 

Isaac  Ketcham,  above-named,  being,  at  his  request,  further 
examined,  says :  That  though  he  at  first  intended  to  obtain 
paper  at  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  printing  money, 
yet,  on  consideration,  he  thought  it  dangerous,  and  deter- 
mined not  to  bring  the  paper,  even  if  he  could  obtain  it ; 
that  he  considered  if  he  got  the  paper  it  would  not  go  into 
his  saddle-bags,  and  that  if  he  should  carry  it  in  a  bag,  it 
would  be  discovered,  and  therefore  determined  not  to  bring 
it,  if  it  could  be  had.  j^^^^  Ketcham. 

Taken  this  15th  day  of  May,  1776,  before  me : 

William  Waddell,  Alderman. 


In  the  Congress  Chamber  of  the  City-Hall  of  New-York,  7 
Die  MarUs,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  May  14,  1776.  5 

The  following  gentlemen  met  pursuant  to  their  adjourn- 
ment and  agreement  of  this  morning,  viz : 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Brasher,  Colonel  Sioutenburgh, 

Mr.  Bancker,  Captain  Denning. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 
For  DtrrcHESs. — Mr.  Paul  Schenck. 
For  Suffolk. — General  fVoodhull,  Captain  FFickham. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Herring. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhcmus,  Mr.  Covenhoven. 

No  other  Members  appearing,  the  gentlemen  present 
could  not  proceed  to  business  as  a  Congress. 

But  Prisoners  brought  from  Nassau-Island  by  Captain 
Wool,  were  separately  brought  in,  and  examined  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Mr.  Alderman  Brasher,  and  the  Examination  of 
Thomas  Henderson,  Henry  Dawkins,  and  Isaac  Youngs, 
respectively,  follow,  viz: 

City  0/ New-York,  ss: 

Thomas  Henderson,  of  Cold-Spring,  in  the  Township  of 
Huntington,  in  Suffolk  County,  Cooper,  being  duly  sworn 
on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  deposeth  and  saith :  That  he 
knows  Charles  Friend,  and  has  known  him  since  some  lime 
last  summer ;  that  he  knows  a  person  who  is  commonly  call- 
ed and  known  by  the  name  of  Henry  Dawkins;  that  said 
Dawkins  has  for  several  weeks  past  resided  at  the  house  of 
Israel  Youngs,  in  Huntington;  that  Dawkins  said  yester- 
day, in  the  deponent's  presence,  that  he  had  been  there  up- 
wards of  eight  weeks ;  that  some  weeks  ago  he  saw  the  said 
Dawkins  grinding  some  tools,  which  he  then  took  to  be 


Engraver's  tools ;  that  soon  after  DawHns  came  up  to  Cold- 
Spring,  he  told  the  deponent  that  he  was  an  Engraver  and 
a  Silversmith;  that  there  has  been  a  suspicion  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood ihul  Dawkins  and  the  Yoiw^g's  were  counterfeiting 
money  ;  that  he  (the  deponent)  some  time  ago  informed 
Charles  Friend  that  Henry  Dawkins,  a  countryman  of  his, 
was  in  the  neighbourhood  at  Israel  Youngs ;  that  Friend 
asked  what  he  was  doing  there  ;  that  he  (the  deponent)  said 
he  supposed  living  on  his  money,  which  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress paid  him  for  cutting  plates  ;  that  Friend  said,  then  he 
was  on  some  such  business  now,  and  that  he  would  have  it 
out  of  him  ;  that  he  (the  deponent)  told  Friend  he  had  the 
same  suspicion  ;  that  he  further  told  Friend  that  no  person 
was  permitted  to  go  into  Dawkins's  chamber,  and  that  Israel 
Youngs  himself  split  the  wood  for  fire  and  carried  it  up  him- 
self; that  Friend  went  to  see  Dawkins. 

City  of  New-York,  ss: 

Henry  Dawkins,  late  of  the  City  of  New -York,  at  pre- 
sent of  Cold-Spring,  in  Huntington  Township,  Engraver, 
being  examined,  says:  That  he  left  iS'ew-York  nine  weeks 
ago  this  day  ;  that  Israel  Youngs  had  frequently  before  that 
applied  to  him  to  undertake  to  cut  plates  to  make  such  bills 
as  those  issued  by  the  Provincial  Congress ;  that  he  (this 
examinant)  would  not  undertake  to  make  him  such,  because 
he  had  been  sworn  not  to  cut  any  other  such  ;  that  the  said 
Israel  Youngs  frequently  came  to  see  the  examinant  in 
New-York  Jail,  and  came  to  see  him  while  he  (the  exami- 
nant) was  cutting  those  very  plates ;  that  after  he  (the  ex- 
aminant) was  out  of  Jail  some  weeks,  Israel  Youngs  came 
to  the  examinant  and  lent  him  some  money  to  pay  his  shop- 
rent,  and  took  him  (the  examinant)  up  to  the  said  Youtigs's 
house  in  Youngs' ss\oop,  together  with  his  (the  examinant's) 
little  son ;  that  Israel  Youngs  had  several  times,  both  be- 
fore and  after  he  (the  examinant)  came  out  of  Jail,  applied 
to  him  to  cut  plates  to  print  Provincial  Bills  of  Credit ;  that 
after  he  (the  examinant)  had  been  a  day  or  two  at  Cold- 
Spring,  the  said  Israel  Youngs  showed  him  a  large  bundle 
of  money,  and  took  out  of  it  a  Connecticut  bill  of  forty 
Shillings,  and  asked  if  he  (the  examinant)  could  imitate  that 
for  him,  and  requested  him  to  do  it  immediately,  and  told 
the  examinant  that  he  (the  said  Israel)  was  about  to  pay  a 
large  sum  of  money  and  wanted  it  done  immediately,  that 
he  might  pay  it  away,  as  the  examinant  then  understood; 
that  said  hracl  Youngs  told  the  examinant  that  he  would 
reward  him  generously,  and  that  he  should  never  want ;  that 
the  said  Lrael  Youngs  came  to  New-York  for  a  press, 
but  having  got  a  bookbinder's  press,  which  would  not  suit 
the  purpose,  he  (the  examinant)  directed  him  to  Woolhaup- 
fer  to  make  a  proper  press ;  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  said 
Israel  Youngs  was  so  impatient  that,  at  his  solicitation,  he 
(the  examinant)  rubbed  and  made  about  a  dozen  of  copies 
with  a  burnisher;  that  he  believes  the  bills  were  signed  by 
Israel  Youngs  ;  that  he  (the  examinant)  saw  Israel  Youngs 
sign  three  or  four  of  those  rubbed  off  with  the  burnisher ; 
that  the  said  Israel  afterwards  desired  him  (the  examinant) 
to  rub  off  some  othere  in  the  same  method ;  that  he  (the 
examinant)  refused,  as  it  injured  the  plate;  that  after  the 
rolling-press  was  brought  to  Israel  Youngs's  house  and  put 
up,  he  (the  examinant)  pressed  off  seven  other  bills  in  Israel 
Youngs' s  presence,  and  showed  him  how  to  press  the  bills 
and  make  them  ;  that  any  others  that  have  been  pressed  and 
made  were  made  by  Israel  Youngs,  or  some  of  the  others 
concerned ;  that,  by  the  handles  of  the  press  being  very 
black,  he  judged  at  several  different  times  that  they  had 
been  at  work ;  that  it  is  about  four  weeks  since  the  press 
was  brought  there ;  that  Isaac  Youngs  and  Toumshend  Htdet 
were  concerned  in  this  business  ;  that  Isaac  Youngs  frequent- 
ly came  and  stayed  with  him  hours  at  a  time,  and  Towns- 
hend  Hulet  was  frequently  there  and  used  to  sleep  in  the 
room  with  him  ;  that  son)e  time  ago,  (to  wit :  about  a  month 
ago,  as  he  thinks,)  Israel  Youngs  came  to  New-York,  and 
when  he  returned  home,  brought  with  him  a  newspaper 
printed  by  Hugh  Gaine,  mentioning  the  difference  between 
certain  counterfeited  Connecticut  bills  and  the  true  bills,  and 
got  him  (the  examinant)  to  alter  and  amend  the  plate  he 
had  cut,  to  correct  the  differences  or  faults  pointed  out  in 
that  newspaper ;  that  he  (the  examinant)  did  correct  and 
amend  the  plate  accordingly;  that  the  counterfeit  Connec- 
ticut bills  described  in  that  newspaper  were  those  which 
had  been  struck  off  or  printed  on  the  said  plate  cut  by  him 
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(the  exaniinant;)  that  soon  after  the  rolling-press  before- 
mentioned  was  set  up,  he  then  pressed  the  seven  bills  be- 
fore-mentioned, and  found  that  he  had  corrected  the  faults 
mentioned  in  that  newspaper ;  that  Israel  Youngs  told  him 
when  he  gave  him  the  newspaper  that  the  bills  were  sus- 
pected ;  that  he  made  no  other  plates  for  Connecticut  money 
than  the  two  plates  for  the  forty  Shilling  bills ;  that  after 
the  examinant  had  completed  the  plate  above-mentioned, 
Israel  Youngs  applied  to  him  to  make  two  plates  to  print 
thirty  Dollar  bills,  Continental  money ;  that  he  (the  exami- 
nant) also  completed  those  two  plates  ;  that  Israel  Youngs 
told  this  examinant  that  Isaac  Ketchum  was  to  go  to  Fhila- 
delphia  to  procure  paper  for  the  purpose  of  printing  thirty 
Dollar  bills  ;  that  he  (this  examinant)  does  not  know  whether 
Isaac  Ketcham  succeeded  or  brought  such  paper  with  him 
from  Philadelphia  or  not ;  that  Israel  Youngs  next  applied 
to  him  to  cut  plates  to  print  bills  of  Massachusetts  money 
of  the  denomination  of  forty-two  Shillings,  lawful  money, 
each ;  that  he  (this  examinant)  did  engrave  for  him  (the 
said  Israel  Youngs)  two  plates  for  making  those  bills  of 
forty-two  Shillings,  lawful ;  that  he  never  saw  but  one  im- 
pression of  the  last-mentioned  bill  struck  or  printed,  after 
which  he  (this  examinant)  corrected  the  plate  for  the  front 
of  the  bill.  The  examinant  being  shown  four  copies  of 
such  bills,  says  they  have  been  made  with  the  plates  which 
he  (the  examinant)  cut.  That  the  said  Israel  Youngs, 
when  the  last-mentioned  plates  were  fitiished,  took  all  the 
six  plates  which  were  finished  and  put  them  away  together ; 
that  some  times  the  said  Israel  Youngs  used  to  put  the  said 
plates  in  a  large  deep  chest  in  his  parlour  and  sometimes  in 
his  desk ;  that  he  (the  examinant)  has  at  some  times  seen 
him  put  the  plates  in  his  pocket  and  go  up  stairs  towards  the 
rolling-press.  That  the  said  Lrael  Youngs  afterwards  applied 
to  the  examinant  to  cut  plates  for  a  two  Dollar  bill,  and 
gave  him  a  sample  or  bill ;  that  he  (the  examinant)  had  pro- 
ceeded to  cut  a  part  of  the  plate  for  the  front  of  the  bill. 
The  said  last-mentioned  plate  being  produced  to  him,  he 
says  that  is  the  plate  which  he  had  begun  to  engrave.  That 
when  Israel  Youngs  left  home  to  come  to  New-  York,  about 
six  or  seven  days  ago,  he  locked  up  the  plate  in  his  chest  of 
drawers ;  that  Israel  Youngs,  about  a  month  ago,  told  the 
deponent  that  Thomas  Henderson  had  intimated  to  him  that 
he  (the  said  Henderson)  knew  what  they  were  about,  and 
seemed  to  suspect  that  he  (the  examinant)  must  have  drop- 
ped some  words  that  had  given  Henderson  cause  of  suspi- 
cion or  some  knowledge  of  the  affair.  That  the  said  rolling- 
press  was  fixed  and  set  up  in  a  garret,  with  a  small  window 
in  it,  which  garret  had  not  a  floor,  but  that  boards  were  laid 
there  to  support  the  press  ;  that  it  was  a  low  garret  in  which 
a  person  could  not  stand  upright ;  that  the  passage  to  that 
garret  was  a  small  door  out  of  the  room  in  which  the  ex- 
aminant lodged  into  a  passage  up,  or  place  where  a  small 
stairs  was  made ;  that  the  said  small  door  was  placed  in  a 
wall  where  a  bed  stood  before  it,  and  that  he  (the  exami- 
nant) did  not  know  of  the  said  small  door,  stairs,  or  garret, 
until  the  said  Israel  Youngs  asked  him  to  go  up  there  to  put 
the  rolling-press  together,  which  was  then  up  in  the  garret. 
That  the  bills  which  the  said  Israel  Youngs  signed  he 
subscribed  three  names  to  them,  to  wit,  the  same  names 
which  were  signed  to  the  bills  from  which  the  plates  were 
engraved  ;  that  he  (the  examinant)  was  importuned  by  both 
Israel  and  Isaac  Youngs  to  sign  or  subscribe  the  names  to 
the  counterfeit  Connecticut  bills ;  that  through  their  importu- 
nities be  attempted  to  sign  one  bill,  but  that  that  bill  was 
destroyed.  That  Isaac  Ketcham  went  to  Philadelphia  to 
get  paper,  as  Israel  Youngs  informed  the  examinant,  and 
that  they  expected  the  paper. 

Henry  Dawkins. 

Taken  before  me  this  14th  day  of  May,  1776. 

L.  C.  Brasher,  Alderman. 

City  of  New-Yokk,  ss: 

Isaac  Youngs,  of  Cold- Spring,  in  the  Township  of  Hun- 
tington, on  Nassau  Island,  being  examined,  says :  That  Hen- 
ry Dawkins  has  resided  in  Lrael  Youngs' s  house,  which  is 
under  one  roof  with  his  (the  examinant's)  house  for  several 
weeks  past;  that  he  did  not  know  thatiienry  Daii-Zfin*  was 
engraving  plates  to  print  money;  that  he  did  not  know  that 
a  rolling-press  was  in  Israel  Youngs' s  garret  until  after  Cap- 
tain I'Vool  came  there  last  Sunday  morning  ;  that  he  once 
saw  Henry  Dawkins  rubbing  a  copper-plate,  but  -did  not 


know  what  it  was  for ;  that  he  did  suspect  that  Dawkins 
was  cutting  plates  to  make  money,  but  never  informed  him- 
self nor  ever  attempted  to  inform  himself;  that  his  brother- 
in-law,  Townshend  Hulct,  did  sometimes  sleep  in  the  room 
with  Dawkins ;  that  he  does  not  know  where  Townshend 
Hulet  is  ;  that  the  said  Ilulet  does  not  stay  much  at  home 
of  late  ;  that  Isaac  Ketcham  has  not  frequented  his  brother's 
house  more  of  late  than  formeriy;  that  he  did  imagine  that 
Henry  Dawkins  was  making  money,  and  spoke  to  his 
brother  about  it ;  that  Israel  Youngs  said  he  never  would 
pass  any  of  it.  Isaac  Youngs  further  says  that  he  did  not 
deny  to  Captain  Wool  that  there  was  any  door  or  passage 
up  to  the  garret  where  the  press  was  found ;  that  he  did 
inform  him  that  there  was  a  door,  and  showed  it  to  him  ; 
that  Henry  Dawkins  informed  the  examinant  that  he  could 
make  a  plate  so  exactly  that  it  would  not  vary  from  the 
Congress  bills,  or  words  to  that  effect ;  that  he  (the  exami- 
nant) informed  Israel  Youngs  of  it,  and  told  him  that  he 
(this  examinant)  thought  it  was  a  sin  to  pass  such  money  if 
it  should  not  be  found  out,  and  that  he  would  not  have  any 
hand  in  it ;  that  the  said  Lrael  Youngs  said  he  would  not 

pass  any  of  it.  ,  ,- 

'  "^  Isaac  Youngs. 

Taken  this  14th  day  of  May,  1776,  before  me: 

L.  C.  Brasher,  Alderman. 

Isaac  Ketcham,  having  requested  to  be  further  heard  be- 
fore the  gentlemen  present,  was  again  brought  in  and  ex- 
amined ;  and  his  short  examination,  now  taken  and  by  him 
subscribed  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Alderman  Brasher,  was 
taken  on  the  same  paper  with  his  examination  in  the  former 
part  of  the  day,  and  is  herein  before  contained.  . 

In  the  Congress  Chamber  of  the  City-Hall  of  New-York, 
Die  Mercurii,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  May  15,  1776. 

The  following  gentlemen  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  : 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Stoutenburgh,  Cap- 
tain Denning,  Mr.  P.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Alsop. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Paul  Schenck. 

For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell,  Mr.  Lawrence. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Cqnner. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Captain  Wickham. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  G.  Morris. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse,  Colonel  Van  Brunt,  Mr.  Pol- 
hemus,  Mr.  Covenhoven. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Alexander  Webster. 

Mr.  Alderman  Brasher  being  much  indisposed,  Mr.  Alder- 
man Waddell,  on  request,  attended  ;  and  Israel  Youngs  was 
examined  before  Mr.  Alderman  Waddell,  and  his  examina- 
tion, by  him  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Waddell,  is 
as  follows : 

City  of  New-York,  ss  : 

Israel  Youngs,  of  Cold-Spring,  in  the  Township  of  Hun- 
tington, in  Suffolk  County,  being  examined,  says  :  That  he 
never  applied  to  any  person  to  cut  any  plates  for  him  to 
print  or  impress  money  ;  that  Henry  Dawkins  lodged  in  his 
chamber  when  at  his  house ;  that  he  does  not  know  that 
Dawkins  cut  any  plates  while  he  was  there ;  that  he  took 
Dawkins  to  his  house  at  Dawkins' s  request ;  that  he  visited 
Dawkins  a  few  times  while  he  was  in  New-  York  Jail ;  that 
he  never  lent  any  money  to  Dawkins ;  that  he  first  knew 
Dawkins  in  New-York  3a\\ ;  that  he  never  applied  ioDato- 
kins  for  any  work  but  to  cut  a  seal ;  that  he  took  up  a  rolling- 
press  from  a  person  named  Woolhaupter,  as  he  thinks,  to  his 
house,  at  Dawkins' s  request ;  that  the  letter  to  procure  the 
rolling-press  Dawkins  gave  him  ;  that  when  it  was  opened 
by  Woolhaupter,  it  was  written  in  the  name  of  one  Cox,  to 
the  best  of  his  remembrance ;  that  he  (the  examinant)  then 
had  some  suspicion  that  Datvkins  was  about  to  print  some- 
thing which  he  ought  not ;  that  Townshend  Hulet,  when  at 
his  house,  used  to  sleep  in  the  same  room  with  Dawkins ; 
that  his  wife  usually  carries  the  keys  of  a  large  blue  chest  in 
his  house ;  that  he  knows  nothing  of  a  two  Dollar  bill  or 
any  plate  taken  out  of  a  chest  of  drawers  in  his  house ;  that 
Dawkins  mentioned  to  him  that  money  might  be  struck  if 
paper  could  be  got ;  that  he  told  Dawkins  it  was  most  pro- 
bable that,  if  to  be  got,  it  must  be  in  Pennsylvania,  and  that 
Isaac  Ketcham  was  going  there,  and  would  be  as  likely  as 
any  person  to  get  it,  or  words  to  that  effect ;  that  he  (the 
examinant)  spoke  to  Laac  Ketcham  about  paper,  and  told 
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him  what  Dawkins  said;  that  Kttcham  said  he  did  not 
think  it  could  be  procured  ;  tiiat  he  spoke  to  Levi  Lott  at 
Rarltan,  and  informed  iiim  that  a  person  had  told  him  mo- 
ney could  be  made,  and  inquired  of  him  whether  paper 
could  be  obtained  ;  that  Lolt  told  him  he  thought  paper 
could  not  be  obtained;  that  he  saw  Lott  at  his  neighbour's 
bouse;  that  he  applied  to  Lott  about  paper  because  he  had 
heard  that  his  brother  had  a  Paper-Miil ;  that  he  purchased 
some  sheets  of  large  paper  in  New-York,  and  a  parcel  of 
colours  of  one  Duyckinck,  for  Dawkins  to  make  a  draft  for 
him  (the  examinant ;)  tbat  Isaac  Ketckam,  since  his  return 
from  Philadelphia,  desired  him  to  tell  Dawkins  that  he 
thought  the  paper  he  wanted  could  not  be  got;  tbat  he  does 
not  recollect  to  have  ever  seen  Henry  Dawkins  sign  or  at- 
tempt to  sign  a  bill  or  counterfeit  bill  of  Connecticut  money  ; 
that  his  only  motive  or  inducement  to  inquire  about  paper 
was  to  oblige  Dawkins,  who  lived  at  his  house ;  that  tlie 
only  subject  on  which  he  (this  examinant)  was  to  have 
written  to  Levi  Lott  was  on  account  of  some  wheat,  and 
that  he  never  wrote  the  letter ;  that  he  does  not  know  that 
he  sent  any  message  to  Levi  Lett  by  Isaac  Kctcham ;  that 
it  was  only  about  wheal  if  he  sent  any  message ;  that  he 
has  a  Connecticut  bill  which  he  supposes  to  be  a  counter- 
feit ;  that  it  is  in  his  pocket-book ;  that  lie  showed  it  to  a 
boatman  at>d  some  butchers ;  that  he  was  looking  over  his 
money  when  he  discovered  it ;  that  he  did  not  ever  offer  to 
pay  it  away  ;  that  he  had  another  bill  at  home  which  was 
refused  some  time  ago  as  bad,  because  it  looked  greasy  and 
dirty;  that  the  last-mentioned  was  a  forty  Shilling  Connec- 
ticut bill ;  that  he  has  never  seen  any  Massachusetts  bills 
unsigned  ;  that  he  once  went  up  to  his  chamber,  and  there 
saw  a  Connecticut  bill  unsigned  on  one  of  the  beds ;  that  it 
appeared  to  be  a  forty  Shilling  bill ;  that  he  does  not  know 
bow  it  came  there ;  that  he  left  the  bill  there,  and  never  in- 
quired about  it ;  that  he  did  not  suspect  that  Dawkins  had 
made  any  of  any  other  sort ;  that  the  rolling-press  was  set 
in  the  garret  as  being  the  most  convenient  place  for  it. 

Israel  Youngs.* 
Taken  this  I5th  day  of  May,  1776,  before  me: 

William  Waddell,  Alderman. 

In  the  Congress  Chamljer  in  the  City-Hall  of  New- York,  5 

Die  Mercurii,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  May  15, 1776.      J      . 

The  following  gentlemen  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  : 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Evert  Bancker,  Mr.  Scott,  Major 
Van  Zandt,  Colonel  Remsen,  Colonel  Stoutenburgh,  Cap- 
tain Denning,  Mr.  Beekman. 

*  Isaac  Toung-a,  examined,  says :  That  he  did  suspect  that  Dawkins 
was  making  money;  that  his  brother  Israel  once  told  hiin  that  Da-wkins 
said  he  could  make  money;  tbat  he  then  told  his  brother  that  he  would 
not  pass  any  of  it  or  countenance  it ;  that  bis  brother  said  the  same ;  tbat 
one  day  saw  Da-whins  have  a  piece  of  copper  in  his  hand,  but  never  saw 
bim  engraving;  that  he  (the  examinant)  knew  nothing  of  the  roUing- 
press  until  it  was  found  by  Captain  Wool  and  his  party. 

Philip  Youngs,  being  examined,  says  :  That  Da-wkins  was  mostly  em- 
ployed in  drawing  pictures  for  children;  tbat  he  does  not  know  that 
Jiro-wn  printed  any  bills  for  any  person ;  that  he  asked  Bro-mn  whether 
be  could  not  print  a  little  Congress  money  ;  that  Broion  said  he  could  if 
be  had  a  press,  but  looked  on  it  to  be  a  great  sin ;  that  he  inquired  what 
a  press  would  cost;  that  Brown  said  about  thirty  or  forty  pounds  ;  that 
Mrown  said  he  could  not  cut  the  plates ;  that  he  (the  examinant)  said  if 
Dawkijis  could  cu;  the  plates  he  could  not  print  the  bills  ;  that  the  ex- 
aminant did  tell  Brown  to  consider  of  it  and  say  nothing  about  the  a/lair ; 
that  all  this  was  merely  to  try  Brown,  as  he  had  suspected  him  because 
he  was  a  printer,  and  Dawkins  bad  said  he  couM  cut  the  plates  to  make 
any  money ;  that  his  father  owns  one  quarter  of  the  mills,  and  Israel 
Youngs  and  Isaac  Youngs  each  a  quarter,  and  John  JIulet  a  fourth  part. 

Israel  Youngs,  being  examined,  says  :  That  he  never  had  any  hand  in 
counterfeiting  money  ;  that  he  suspected  Henry  Dawkins  was  about 
counterfeiting  money,  first,  because  he  sent  by  him  to  A'ew-York  for  a 
rolling-press,  and,  second,  because  he  once  found  a  bill  in  the  chamber 
lying  in  a  bed  unsigned  ;  that  it  was  a  forty  Shilling  Connecticut  bill ; 
Uiat  he  never  asked  Dawkins  any  questions  about  it ;  that  Dawkins  paid 
him  the  most  part  of  the  money  which  became  due  for  his  boarding  in 
Continental  money,  and  boarded  with  him  near  two  months;  that  he 
never  saw  him  engraving ;  that  he  was  frequently  drawing  pictures ;  that 
he  (the  examinant)  offered  one  forty  Shilling  bill  in  payment  to  a  wo- 
man in  JVew-York  for  some  tea,  which  she  suspected,  and  which  he 
took  home  again  ;  that  he  does  not  know  of  whom  he  received  that  bill ; 
that  the  door  leading  to  the  stairs  to  go  where  the  press  was  put  was 
made  before  he  knew  the  house  ;  that  the  stairs  were  there  also  before  ho 
came  to  that  house.  The  letter  Henry  Dawkins  sent  for  the  press  was 
«ignc-d  by  the  name  of  Cox;  that  he  (the  examinant)  did  not  inform 
Haolhaupler  that  the  person  who  wrote  the  letter  was  not  named  Cox; 
that  Dawkins  sent  forty  shillings  for  ihe  press,  which  the  examinant  then 
paid,  and  when  he  received  the  press  paid  the  residue;  that  the  press  cost 
eleven  pounds  twelve  shillings ;  that  Dawkins  has  not  repaid  him  what  he 
advanced  for  the  press. 


For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuykr,  Mr.  Glenn. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhidl,  Mr.  Wickham. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Paul  Schenck. 

For  Queen's. — Colonel  /?/rtc^'M'e//,  Captain  Lawrence. 

P^R  Westchester. — Mr.  A/orm,  Major  Locfrwoorf,  Colo- 
nel Gilbert  Drake,  Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven,  Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Polhe- 
mus. 

Mr.  Alderman  Waddell  attended,  agreeable  to  request  of 
the  gentlemen  present  in  the  morning.  James  Parsons,  of 
the  City  of  New-  York,  Merchant,  by  request  attended  and 
produced  a  pocket-book  of  Israel  Youngs,  sealed  up  with  dif- 
ferent seals,  impressed  by  the  seal  of  the  said  Israel  Youngs. 
The  said  Israel,  being  brought  in  and  the  said  pocket-book 
shown  to  him,  declared  that  he  was  satisfied  that  it  had  not 
been  opened  since  he  sealed  it.  It  was  then  opened  in  his 
presence,  and  the  money  therein  contained  counted  in  his 
presence,  and  put  up  in  lists.  But  of  that  book,  in  presence 
of  the  said  Israel  Youngs,  was  retained  two  bills  of  forty- 
two  Shillings  Massachusetts,  one  of  them  much  blued  ;  also 
two  bills  of  Connecticut,  forty  Shillings  each ;  one  of  them  the 
said  Israel  Youngs  says  he  supposes  to  be  bad  ;  that  he  dis- 
covered it  lately;  received  it,  as  he  supposes,  from  some 
person  from  the  eastward.  These  bills  were  retained  by 
Mr.  McKesson,  by  orderof  the  gentlemen  present.  All  those 
transactions  were  in  the  presence  of  Alderman  Waddell. 

Isaac  Ketchum  sent  in  a  request  that  he  might  be  again 
heard.  He  was  brought  in,  and  his  further  declaration  taken, 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Waddell,  at  the  end  of  his  former 
examinations  herein  before  contained. 

Henry  Dawkins  sent  in  a  request  to  the  Council  that  he 
might  be  again  called  before  them  and  examined.  He  was 
accordingly  brought  in,  and  examined  before  Mr.  Alderman 
Waddell,  and  his  Examination,  by  him  subscribed  hereafter, 
follows,  to  wit: 

City  of  New- York,  ss  : 

Henry  Dawkins,  late  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  Engraver, 
being  examined  in  the  presence  of  William  Waddell,  Esq., 
Alderman  of  the  North  Ward  of  the  said  City,  and  one  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  City  and  County  of  New- 
York,  says  :  That  a  Bill  of  Credit  of  the  Colony  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, now  produced  to  him,  dated  the  7th  day  of 
December,  1775,  of  the  value  of  forty-two  Shillings,  lawful 
money,  numbered  4354,  signed  G.  Wheeler  and  Thomas 
Bice,  is  a  bill  which  he  formerly  received  of  Israel  Youngs, 
of  Huntington,  as  a  pattern  to  cut  a  plate  to  imitate  the  said 
bill  and  to  make  bills  of  the  same  denomination ;  that  the 
said  bill  above-mentioned  is  yet  stained  with  Prussian  blue, 
which  the  examinant  put  thereon  in  order  to  obtain  the  im- 
itation of  the  bill  on  a  plate;  that  the  said  bill  is  yet  smooth 
from  the  examinant  having  rubbed  it  on  a  plate  with  a  bur- 
nisher ;  that  after  he  (this  examinant)  had  engraved  the 
plate  intended  to  print  such  bills,  he  delivered  the  said  bill 
and  the  plate  to  the  said  Israel  Youngs.  The  said  exami- 
nant further  says  that  a  bill  now  produced  to  him,  in  (brm 
of  a  Connecticut  bill,  of  forty  Shillings,  lawful  money,  dated 
May  10, 1775,  and  numbered  12,486,  and  appearing  to  be 
signed  William  Puthur,  Thomas  Seymour,  Jesse  Boot,  is  a 
bill  which  he  made  for  the  said  Israel  Youngs,  at  his  request, 
on  a  plate  which  he  (the  examinant)  cut  for  the  said  Youngs; 
that  it  is  one  of  the  fii-st  twelve  bills  which  the  examinant 
rubbed  otf  the  said  plate  with  a  burnisher,  before  the  said 
Youngs  obtained  a  rolling-press ;  that  before  any  bills  were 
rolled  with  the  press  he  corrected  the  plate  by  making  the  two 
small  crosses  after  the  asterism  and  before  the  obelisk  to  join 
together,  which  they  do  not  in  this  bill ;  that  this  bill  is  one  of 
the  best  which  was  rubbed  off  with  the  burnisher;  that  he 
saw  the  said  Israel  Youngs  sign  four  of  those  bills ;  that  he 
signed  with  red  ink  made  of  carmine ;  that  he  believes  the  bill 
now  produced  to  be  one  of  those  which  he  saw  signed  with 
the  signers'  names  by  the  said  Israel  Youngs ;  that  he  know  s 
it  to  be  one  of  the  bills  rubbed  off  with  a  burnisher  by  the 
hardness  of  the  paper  and  its  smoothness,  and  from  the  light 
colour  of  the  bunches  of  grapes,  which  was  afterwards  cor- 
rected in  the  plate.  Henry  Dawkins. 

Taken  and  examined  this  15th  day  of  May,  1776,  be- 

WiLLiAM  Waddell,  Alderman. 
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In  Congress  Chamber  in  the  City-Hall  of  the  City  of  New-York,  ? 
Die  Jovis,  A.  M.,  May  16,  1776.     j 

The  following  gentlemen  met  pursuant  to  adjournment : 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Halktt,  Cap- 
tain Denning,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Scott. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 
For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Wickham. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Paul  Schenck. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Little. 

For  Queen's. — Colonel  Bhckwell,  Captain  Latvrence. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake, 

Mr.  Faulding,  Major  Lockwood. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Alexander  Webster. 

For  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  Members  to  repre- 
sent the  Colony,  tiie  gentlemen  present  at  one  o'clock  ad- 
journed, to  meet  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Die  Jovis,  5  ho.  P.  M.,  May  16, 1776. 

The  following  Members  met  pursuant  to  adjournment : 
For  New- York. — Mr  Scott. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 
For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Wickham. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Paul  Schenck. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Archibald  Little. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell,  Mr.  Lawrence. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Major  X/Ocit- 

wood,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Covenhoven. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Alexander  Webster. 

At  six  o'clock  the  gentlemen  present,  for  want  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  to  proceed  to  business,  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 

In  the  Congress  Chamber  of  the  City-Hall  in  New-York,  7 
Die  Veneris,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  May  17, 1776.      J 

For  New-York. — Colonel  Stoutenburgh,  Colonel  Remsen. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 

For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Schenck. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Little. 

For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell,  Captain  Lawrence. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Morris,  Colonel 

Gilbert  Drake. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

At  one  o'clock  the  gentlemen  present  adjourned  for  want 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  Members,  and  agreed  to  meet 
again  at  four  o'clock. 

In  the  Congress  Chamber  of  the  City-Hall  of  New-York, 
Die  Veneris,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  May  17,  1776. 

The  following  gentlemen  met  pursuant  to  adjournment : 

For  New- York. — Colonel  Remsen,  Mr.  E.  Bancker,  Col- 
onel Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Bcekman,  Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  Scott. 

For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gel- 
ston. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Paul  Schenck. 

For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell,  Mr.  Lawrence. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Major  Zroc/;- 
loood,  Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Cortelyou,  Mr.  Conner. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Die  Sabbati,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  May  18, 1 776. 
The  following  Members  met : 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Jacob  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Mr.  Bancker,  Colonel  Remsen,  Major  Stoutenburgh, 
Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  Scott. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 

For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gel- 
ston. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Paul  Schenck. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Little. 


For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell,  Captain  Latvrence. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake, 

Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

The  following  Officers  of  this  Congress  were  then  unani- 
mously chosen,  to  wit  : 

Brigadier-General  Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  -  President. 
John  McKesson  and  Robert  Benson,  -     -  Secretaries. 
Thomas  Pettit,  --------  Doorkeeper. 

The  Credentials  from  several  Counties  were  respectively 
read,  to  wit: 

A  certified  extract  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  and  County  of  New-York,  was  read  and 
filed.  It  thereby  appears  that  at  an  election  held  at  the 
City-Hall  in  the  City  of  New-  York,  on  the  third  Tuesday 
of  April  last,  (pursuant  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  late  Pro- 
vincial Congress,)  the  following  persons  were,  by  plurality 
of  voices,  elected  Deputies  to  represent  the  said  City  and 
County  in  Provincial  Congress,  to  wit  : 

John  Jay,  Francis  Lewis,  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Philip 
Livingston,  Abraham  Brasher,  Henry  Remsen,  John  Alsop, 
Evert  Bancker,  Thomas  Randall,  Comfort  Sands,  Isaac 
Stoutenburgh,  William  Denning,  Joseph  Hallett,  John  Van 
Cortlandt,  John  Morin  Scott,  James  Beekman,  Anthony 
Rutgers,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  John  Broome,  Peter  Praw  Van 
Zandt,  James  Duane. 

A  certified  copy  of  a  Resolution  of  the  said  General  Com- 
mittee was  also  read.  They  thereby  resolve  that  any  five  of 
the  said  Deputies  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  A  copy  of 
such  part  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  the  County 
of  Albany,  dated  April  25,  1776,  as  relates  to  the  election 
for  Deputies  to  represent  the  said  County  in  Provincial  Con- 
gress, and  certified  by  Matthew  Visscher,  Secretary,  was  read 
and  filed.  It  thereby  appears  that  Abraham  Yates,  Jun., 
John  Js.  Bleecker,  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  Francis  Ni- 
coll,  Leonard  Gansevoort,  John  Ten  Broeck,  Jacob  Cuyler, 
Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Robert  Yates,  Henry  Glenn,  Chris- 
topher Yates,  and  Peter  R.  Livingston,  were  duly  elected 
Deputies  to  represent  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  in 
Provincial  Congress  ;  and  by  a  Resolve  of  the  said  Commit- 
tee any  three  of  them  are  authorized  to  represent  the  said 
City  and  County  in  Congress  as  aforesaid. 

A  Certificate,  dated  April  18,  1776,  signed  by  William 
Smith,  Chairman,  and  attested  by  Ezra  L'Hommedieu, 
Clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Suffolk  County,  was  read  and 
filed ;  whereby  it  appears  that  Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  Tho- 
mas Treadwell,  Selah  Strong,  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Thomas 
Wickham,  David  Gelston,  Daniel  Br  oxen,  and  Ezra  L'Hom- 
medieu, Esquires,  were  duly  elected  to  represent  the  said 
County  in  Provincial  Congress,  and  any  three  of  them  to 
be  a  quorum. 

A  Certificate,  dated  April  16,  1776,  signed  by  Egbert 
Benson,  Chairman,  and  attested  by  Mehrwthon  Smith,  Clerk, 
of  the  Committee  of  Dutchess  County,  was  read  and  filed  ; 
whereby  it  appears  that  at  an  election  held  on  the  said  16th 
day  of  April,  Anthony  Hoffman,  Morris  Graham,  Henry 
Schenck,  James  Livingston,  Theodorus  Van  Wyck,  Jun., 
John  Field,  Paul  Schenck,  James  Vanderburgh,  and  Ben- 
jamin De  Lavergnc,  Esquires,  were  elected  Deputies  to  re- 
present the  said  County  in  Provincial  Congress  for  one  year, 
and  no  longer,  and  any  three  of  them  to  be  a  quorum. 

A  Certificate,  dated  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  April  last, 
and  signed  by  Thomas  Thomas,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Westchester  County,  was  read  and  filed.  It  thereby 
appears  that  Colonel  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Colonel  Lewis 
Graham,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Major  Ebenezer  Lock- 
wood,  Gouvemeur  Morris,  William  Paulding,  Jonathan  G. 
Tompkins,  Samuel  Haviland,  and  Peter  Fleming,  Esquires, 
were  duly  elected  to  represent  the  said  County  in  Provin- 
cial Congress  for  twelve  months,  with  such  powers  and  au- 
thority as  was  recommended  in  the  Resolutions  of  the  late 
Provincial  Congress  to  be  given  them,  any  three  of  whom 
to  be  a  quorum. 

A  Certificate,  dated  April  16, 1776,  and  signed  by  George 
Townshend,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Queen's  County, 
was  read  and  filed.  It  thereby  appears  that  Colonel  Jacob 
Blackwell,  Jonathan  Latvrence,  Cornelius  Van  Wyck,  Wal- 
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ters  Smitli,  Samuel  Townshend,  Thomas  Ili/cks,  Esqs.,  and 
Captain  John  Williams,  were  legally  chosen  to  represent 
the  said  County  in  Provincial  Congress,  and  that  they,  or 
any  three  of  thorn,  when  met  in  Congress,  to  have  full  jx)wer 
to  transact  all  matters  which  may  concern  the  said  County, 
and  particularly  to  assist  the  other  Counties  in  the  choice  of 
persons  to  represent  this  Colony  in  Continental  Congress, 
and  to  appoint  out  of  their  body  any  number  of  persons  to 
be  a  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Colony,  if  it  be  thought 
necessary. 

A  Certificate,  dated  April  16, 1776,  and  signed  by  John 
Leffertse,  Chairman,  and  Abraham  Van  lianst,  Clerk  of  the 
Committee  of  King's  County,  was  read  and  filed.  It  thereby 
appears  that  John  Leffertse,  Nicholas  Covenhoven,  Jeremiah 
Remsen,  Theodorus  Folhemtis,  Leff'erts  Leffertse,  Rudgert 
Van  Brunt,  Jeremiah  Vanderbilt,  and  JohnVanderbilt,  were 
chosen  to  make  out  a  representation  for  the  said  County  out 
of  their  body,  and  that  any  four,  three,  two,  or  one  of  them, 
make  a  quorum,  with  full  powers,  in  behalf  of  the  said 
County,  to  appoint  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  in 
Continental  Congress,  and  to  make  such  orders  and  take 
such  measures  as  they  sliall  judge  necessary,  not  repugnant 
to,  or  inconsistent  with,  any  rules  or  orders  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  for  the  preservation  of  the  rights,  liberties,  and 
privileges  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony. 

A  Certificate,  with  a  Resolve  and  Order  subjoined,  from 
the  Committee  oiTryon  County,  dated  April  16,  1776,  and 
signed  by  William  Seeber,  Chairman,  and  attested  by  John 
Eiscnlord,  Clerk,  were  read  and  filed  ;  whereby  it  appears 
that  Christopher  P.  Yates,  Isaac  Faris,  John  Moore,  and 
William  Harper,  were  duly  elected,  and  that  they,  or  any 
two  of  them,  have  power  to  represent  the  said  County  in 
Provincial  Congress  for  not  longer  than  twelve  months  Irom 
the  said  16th  of  [April.] 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Richmond  County,  dated 
April  23,  1776,  signed  by  Christian  Jacobson,  Chairman, 
and  attested  by  Israel  D.  Bedell,  Clerk,  directed  to  Messrs. 
Favi  Micheau,  Richard  Conner,  Aaron  Cortelyou,  and  John 
Journey,  was  read  and  filed ;  whereby  it  appears  that  those 
gentlemen  were  duly  elected  to  represent  the  said  County 
in  Provincial  Congress,  with  power  to  any  two  of  them  to 
constitute  a  quorum,  to  represent  the  said  County  as  afore- 
said until  the  second  Tuesday'm  May,  1777. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Charlotte  County,  dated 
at  New-Ferth,  May  1,  1776,  signed  by  John  Williams, 
Chairman,  and  Edward  Savage,  Clerk,  was  read  and  filed  ; 
whereby  it  appears  that  Colonel  John  Williams,  Major 
Alexander  Webster,  and  Major  William  Malcom,  were  legal- 
ly chosen  to  represent  the  said  County  ;  and  it  further  ap- 
pears, by  a  Resolve  and  Order  of  the  said  Conmiittee  sub- 
joined, that  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall  represent  the  said 
County  in  Provincial  Convention  until  the  second  Tuesday 
in  May,  1777, 

A  Certificate  from  the  County  Committee  of  Orange 
County,  with  two  Resolutions  of  the  said  Committee,  dated 
the  10th  day  oi  May  instant,  subscribed  by  Elihu  Marvin, 
Chairman,  and  attested  by  Thomas  Moffat,  Clerk  pro  tem- 
pore, was  read  and  filed.  It  thereby  appears  that  on  the 
I6th  day  of  April  last,  elections  were  respectively  duly  held 
in  the  Precincts  of  Goshen  and  Cornwall  for  Deputies  to 
represent  the  County  of  Orange  in  the  Congress  of  this 
Colony,  pursuant  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  late  Congress 
of  the  12th  day  of  March  last,  for  that  purpose  made  and  pro- 
vided. That  Feter  Clowes  and  William  Allison,  Esquires, 
were  unanimously  elected  in  the  Precinct  of  Goshen,  and 
vested  with  all  the  powere  mentioned  in  the  Resolves  of  the 
said  I2th  day  oi  March  last,  except  the  power  of  electing 
Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  in  Continental  Congress. 
That  Archibald  Little,  Esquire,  was  unanimously  chosen  in 
Cornwall  Precinct  to  be  one  of  the  Deputies  to  represent 
Orange  County  in  this  Congress,  with  all  the  powers  spe- 
cified in  the  aforesaid  Resolves  of  the  12th  oi  March  last. 
Thereto  is  subjoined  Resolutions  of  the  said  Committee : 
1st.  That  those  gentlemen  were  duly  elected,  and  that  they 
be  returned  as  legal  Members  to  this  Congress.  2d.  That 
any  two  of  the  Deputies  chosen  in  the  said  County  of 
Orange  should  be  a  quorum  to  represent  that  County  in 
this  Congress. 

A  Certificate  from  the  County  Committee  held  on  the 
South  side  of  the  Mountains  in  Orange  County,  on  the  16th 
day  of  May  instant,  subscribed  by  Johannes  ha.  Blauvelt, 


Chairman  pro  tempore,  and  John  Coleman,  Clerk,  was  read 
and  filed.  It  thereby  appears  that  at  elections  held  for  that 
purpose  in  the  several  Precincts  of  Orangetown  and  Ilavcr- 
straw,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  April  last,  (according  to  a 
determination  of  the  County  Committee,)  John  Herring, 
Esq.,  in  Orangetown,  and  David  Fye,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Roe- 
loff'  Van  Houten,  in  the  Precinct  of  Huverstraw,  were  duly 
elected  Deputies  from  Orange  County  to  this  Congress  for 
the  space  of  twelve  months.  That  any  two  Deputies  cho- 
sen in  that  County  should  be  a  quorum  to  represent  that 
County  in  this  Congress,  witii  all  the  powers  mentioned  or 
set  forth  in  the  Resolutions  of  the  late  Congress  of  this  Co- 
lony, of  the  12th  day  of  March  last  providing  for  such  elec- 
tions. 

It  was  then  proposed  to  determine  in  what  manner  the 
Votes  of  the  respective  Counties  here  represented  shall  be 
taken  on  any  division  ;  and  debate  arose  thereon. 

Thereupon,  Mr.  Leffertse  moved,  and  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Gelston,  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned, and  a  future  day  now  fixed  for  the  consideration 
thereof;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Counties  respec- 
tively have  the  same  number  of  votes  as  in  the  late  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  agreed  to  be  de- 
termined, and  was  determined,  by  polls,  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

For  the  Affirmative — Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Gelston,  Mr. 
Conner. 

For  the  Negative — Every  other  Member  present. 

After  some  further  time  spent  in  consideration  of  this 
matter,  and  debates  thereon,  it  is  unanimously  resolved, 
agreed,  and  ordered.  That  every  question  on  any  division, 
be  determined  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  several 
Counties  then  having  a  representation  in  this  Congress ; 
and  that — 


The  City  and  County  ofJVew-York 

shall  have votes  8 

The  City  and  County  ot  Albany..6 

The  County  of  Dutcheat 5 

The  County  of  Suffolk 4 

The  County  of  Ulster 4 

The  County  of  Westchester 4 

The  County  of  Orange 3 


The  County  of  Queen's 4 

The  County  of  A'liig's 2 

The  County  of  Richmond 2 

The  County  of  Tryon 3 

The  County  of  Charlotte 2 

The  County  of  Cumberland 2 

The  County  of  Gloucester I 

Inall 50 


The  following  Rules  are  unanimously  resolved  on  and 
agreed  to  as  the  Rules  of  this  Congress,  viz : 

1st.  That  the  President,  and,  in  his  absence,  a  President 
to  be  appointed  pro  tempore,  shall  preside  at  every  meeting, 
and  keep  order  and  decorum  ;  and  that  it  shall  be  his  duty 
to  sign  all  letters  from  this  Congress. 

2d.  That  all  motions  be  made  in  writing,  and  read  by 
the  Member  moving,  in  his  place,  and  then  delivered  at  the 
Chair ;  and  that  all  addresses  be  made  to  the  Chair,  and 
standing. 

3d.  That  if  more  than  one  shall  rise  to  speak  at  the  same 
time,  the  President  shall  determine  who  shall  first  be  heard. 

4th.  That  the  substance  of  every  motion  made  and  se- 
conded shall  be  entered  on  the  Minutes,  unless  withdrawn 
by  leave  of  the  Congress. 

5th.  That  no  interruption  shall  be  suffered  while  a  Mem- 
ber is  delivering  his  sentiments,  unless  by  calling  such  Mem- 
ber to  order. 

6th.  That  after  the  determination  of  any  matter  or  thing, 
the  same  shall  not  be  resumed  but  with  the  consent  of  such 
majority  as  aforesaid,  upon  notice  of  a  motion,  for  that  pur- 
pose, previously  given  at  least  one  day  before  the  same  is 
made. 

7th.  That  when  any  question  is  determined  upon  a  di- 
vision, the  names  of  ti)e  respective  Counties  shall  ht^  entered 
as  they  shall  vote  on  each  side ;  but  any  Member  for  any 
County  may  be  at  liberty  to  have  his  name  and  dissent  from 
the  vote  of  his  County  entered  on  the  Minutes. 

8th.  That  this  Congress  shall,  from  time  to  time,  meet 
on  their  own  adjournments. 

9th.  That,  for  the  despatch  of  business,  and  to  prevent 
interruptions,  the  doors  of  our  meetings  shall  be  shut,  unless 
on  any  such  occasion  where  a  majority  as  aforesaid  shall 
determine  otherwise. 

10th.  That  no  question  shall  be  determined  on  the  day 
that  it  is  agitated,  if  three  Counties  shall  request  that  it  be 
deferred  to  the  next  day. 

11th.  That  no  Members  hall  be  at  liberty  to  speak  more 
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than  twice  to  the  same  point,  without  leave  of  the  President 
for  the  time  then  beins;. 

12th.  That  every  Member  of  this  Congress  shall  keep 
secret  all  such  matters,  proceedings,  and  things,  in  this  Con- 
gress as  shall  be  enjoined  from  the  Chair  to  be  kept  secret, 
upon  pain  of  expulsion. 

13th.  That  whenever  the  proceedings  of  this  Congress 
shall  be  published  at  the  close  of  this  session,  all  the  Min- 
utes shall  be  published,  and  no  part  concealed,  unless  such 
as  the  ungnimous  votes  of  the  Counties  shall  declare  to  be 
of  a  secret  or  unimportant  nature ;  but  that  extracts  of  the 
proceedings  may,  nevertheless,  be  published  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  Congress  shall  think  fit. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt, 
Captain  Denning,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  BeeJcman,  and  Mr.  Evert 
Bandcer,  be  a  Committee  for  the  auditing  of  Accounts,  and 
to  compose  a  Pay-Table,  for  the  purpose  of  auditing  all 
Accounts  against  the  Treasury  of  this  Congress.  That  they, 
or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  do  endorse  or  subscribe  every 
Account  they  shall  pass,  and  certify  how  much  shall  be  paid 
for  or  on  such  Account.  That  such  endoi'sement  or  certifi- 
cate shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Congress  for  the  payment  of  such  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be 
certified  by  the  said  Committee,  or  a  major  part  of  them,  to 
be  due  or  payable  on  or  for  such  Account.  That  the  said 
Committee  do  enter  in  a  book  or  books,  to  be  by  them  kept 
for  the  purpose,  a  regular  account  of  all  the  Accounts  by 
them  passed. 

That  they  be  empowered  to  hire  and  employ  one  able 
and  sufficient  Clerk,  and  a  room  for  the  purpose,  and  that 
this  Congress  will  make  provision  for  the  payment  thereof. 

That  they  be  directed  to  make  a  separation  in  the  Trea- 
surer's Accounts  between  those  that  are  of  a  Continental 
nature  and  those  that  are  merely  Provincial,  and  keep  them 
in  a  proper  state  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress when  thereunto  directed  by  this  Congress  or  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety. 

That  they  lay  before  this  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety 
a  state  of  the  Accounts  of  this  Colony,  from  time  to  time,  as 
they  shall  be  thereunto  required.  That  the  said  Committee 
be  allowed  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services. 

The  President  informed  the  Congress  that  General  Wash- 
ington had  discovered  to  him  that  he  had  lately  received 
certain  letters,  affidavits,  and  advices  of  some  dangerous 
machinations  in  this  and  one  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies ; 
that  the  General  does  not  at  present  think  it  necessary  to 
communicate  those  matters  to  the  whole  Congress,  but  would 
be  obliged  by  the  appointment  of  a  Secret  Committee  to 
confer  with  him  on  the  dangers  to  which  this  Colony  is  ex- 
posed from  its  intestine  enemies. 

Thereupon,  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  .... 
be  a  Committee  on  behalf  of  this  Congress,  to  con- 
fer with  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental  forces 
in  this  Colony  on  all  such  matters  as  he  shall  choose  to 
mention  or  communicate  to  them. 

Mr.  IScott  moved,  and  was  seconded,  for  the  following 
amendment,  to  wit :  That  the  words  "  relative  to  the  exe- 
cution of  his  office,"  be  inserted  between  the  word  "  matters" 
and  the  word  "  as." 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  proposed  amendment,  and  the 
question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
for  the  amendment,  in  manner  following,  to  wit: 

For  the  Affirmative.  For  the  jVe^ative. 

8  New-York,  4  Suffolk, 

3  Tryon,  4  Westchester. 

2  Charlotte,  — 

2  King's,  8  votes. 
2  Richmond. 

17  votes. 

Ordered,  therefore.  That  the  said  amendment  be  made. 

Thereupon,  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr. 
Morris,  Colonel  Remsen,  Mr.  Cuyler,  and  Mr.  li^ckham,  or 
any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  a  Secret  Committee,  on  be- 
half of  this  Congress,  to  confer  and  advise  with  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Continental  forces  in  this  Colony, 
on  all  such  matters  relative  to  the  execution  of  iiis  office  as 
he  shall  choose  to  mention  or  communicate  to  them. 

Charles  Friend,  who  voluntarily  came  to  the  late  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  and  gave  them  information,  whereby  Israel 
Youngs,  Henry  Dawlcins,  and  others,  have  been  apprehend- 


ed, and  are  now  in  custody,  for  counterfeiting  Continental 
currency,  and  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  the  Colonies  oi  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay and  Connecticut,  having  since  that  time  been 
detained  here  as  an  evidence,  prays  to  be  dismissed.*  And 
John  Henderson,  who  was  also  brought  to  this  City  on  the 
14th  instant  as  a  witness  against  the  said  prisoners,  and  is 
so  poor  as  to  be  without  means  to  return  home,  pra}'s  to  be 
dismissed.  This  Congress  are  of  opinion  that,  considering 
the  poverty  and  fidelity  of  the  said  Charles  Friend,  he  meiits 
a  reward :  therefore, 

Ordered,  That  John  McKesson,  one  of  the  Secretaries, 
advance  to  John  Henderson  two  Dollars,  to  bear  his  expenses 
in  returning  home ;  and  that  the  said  Secretary  advance  to 
the  said  Charles  Friend  twenty  Dollars,  as  a  reward  for  his 
fidelity,  time,  and  expenses  in  coming  to  New-  York  to  give 
the  information  aforesaid.  That  the  Doorkeeper  discharge 
the  account  of  the  boarding  of  the  said  two  witnesses  since 
they  arrived  in  this  city,  and  charge  the  same  in  his  account. 

And  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq., 
as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  repay  to  John  McKesson  the 
said  sum  of  twenty-two  Dollars,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the 
same,  for  which  a  certified  copy  of  this  entry  shall  be  a  suf- 
ficient voucher. 

Die  Sabbati,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  May  18,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Cortlandi, 
Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Colonel  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Hallett,  Cap- 
tain Denning. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  fV.  Harper. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Paulding,  Major 
Lockwood,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Wickham,  General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gcl- 
ston. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Little. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 

For  Charlotte. — Major  Webster. 

A  Letter  from  Christian  Jacobson,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Richmond  County,  dated  the  14th  instant,  was 
read  and  filed.  He  therein  informs  that  John  Garritson  has 
declined  an  Ensign's  commission  in  the  Continental  Troops, 
and  recommends  John  Decker  to  be  appointed  with  that 
commission. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  filed.f 

A  Letter  from  James  Duane,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the 
Continental  Treasury  Office,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  on  the 
9th  instant,  (covering  copies  of  Resolutions  of  Congress  for 
numbering  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,)  was  read,  and 
follows,  to  wit : 

"Treasury  Office,  Philadelphia,  May  7,  1776. 

"  Honourable  Gentlemen  :  We  enclose  to  you  the  re- 
solutions of  Congress,  passed  the  26th  December,  1775,  and 
17th  February  following,  and  have  to  request  your  honour- 
able House  will  cause  the  number  of  Inhabitants  of  your  Co- 
lony to  be  taken,  and  transmitted  to  this  office,  conformably 
to  the  directions  laid  down  in  the  first-mentioned  resolve. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  in  the  name  of  the  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Treasury,  honourable  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,      James  Duane,  Chairman." 

•New-Yobk,  May  18,  1776. 

GE:»TLXjtE!f  :  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  honourable  House  that  I  have 
attended  ten  days  on  the  money  affair,  and  beg  leave,  if  consistent  with 
reason,  I  may  be  discharged.  My  expenses  and  loss  of  time  are  a  great 
disadvantage  to  my  narrow  circumstances,  as  my  goods  at  this  time  are 
in  great  demand,  being  a  button  maker.  Your  kind  compliance  will  great- 
ly oblige,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant,  Cbahles  Fbiekd. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress,  JVe-w-York. 

■j- Richmond  Coustt,  JUay  14,  1770. 

Gestlbmes  :  Mr.  Johti  Garrison  having  declined  the  Ensign's  com- 
mission, by  reason  of  which  that  place  becomes  vacant,  the  bearer,  John 
Decker,  has  applied  to  the  Committee  for  a  recommendation,  and  is  by 
them  thought  a  proper  person  for  that  office.  You  will,  therefore,  please 
to  recommend  him  to  the  Congress,  and,  if  approved  of,  get  a  commission 
made  out  for  him  to  serve  as  Ensign  in  the  Company  to  be  raised  be- 
tween this  County  and  Kind's  County. 

From,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 
By  order  of  the  Committee:  Ciibistiait  Jacobsoit. 

To  Messrs.  Richard  Conner  and  John  Journey,  Esqs,,  Deputies  for  the 
County  of  Richmond,  at  J^Tew-York. 
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The  Resolutions  of  Congress,  copies  whereof  were  re- 
ceived with  the  preceding  Letter,  were  read,  and  follow, 

to  wit : 

"  In  Congress,  December  36,  1775. 

"Resolved,  Tiiat  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  As- 
semblies, Conventions,  Councils,  or  Committees  of  Safety 
of  the  respective  Colonies,  to  ascertain,  by  the  most  impar- 
tial and  ertectual  means  in  their  power,  the  number  of  the 
Inhabitants  in  each  respective  Colony,  taking  care  that  the 
lists  be  authenticated  by  the  oaths  of  the  several  pereons 
who  siiall  be  entrusted  with  tiiis  service ;  and  that  the  said 
Assemblies,  Conventions,  Councils,  or  Committees  of  Safety, 
do  respectively  lay  before  this  Congress  a  return  of  the  num- 
ber of  Inhabitants  in  their  respective  Colonies,  as  soon  as  the 
same  shall  be  procured. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

"In  Congress,  February  17,  1776. 

"  1st.  Resolved,  That  a  Standing  Committee  of  five  be 
appointed  for  superintending  the  Treasury. 

"  5th  Article.  That  it  shall  be  the  business  of  this  Com- 
mittee to  obtain  from  the  different  Assemblies  and  Con- 
ventions of  the  United  Colonies  accounts  of  the  number  of 
Inhabitants  of  each  Colony,  according  to  a  Resolution  of 
Congress  on  that  subject. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

"At  a  Board  of  Treasury  held  at  the  Treasury  Office  in 
Philadelphia,  the  7th  day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  1776. 
Present :  James  Duane,  Chairman ;  Thomas  Willing  and 
Elbridge  Gerry,  Esqs.,  Superintendents ;  and  John  Gibson 
Auditor-General,  and  William  Webb  Assistant. 

"Ordered,  That  Letters  be  written,  pursuant  to  the  Re- 
solution of  Congress  of  the  17th  day  of  February,  to  the 
different  Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, requesting  them  to  furnish  accounts  of  the  number  of 
Inhabitants  of  each  Colony,  respectively,  according  to  the 
Resolution  of  Congress  on  that  subject,  and  that  a  copy  of 
the  last-mentioned  Resolution  be  forwarded  to  each  of  them. 

"  Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Treasury  Board  : 
"John  Gibson,  Auditor-General." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Glenn,  Colonel  Stoutenburgh,  and 
Mr.  Gelston,  be  a  Committee  to  form  and  report  a  plan  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  Inhabitants  in  this  Colony,  and  that 
they  report  with  all  convenient  speed. 

A  Letter  from  James  Duane,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Con- 
tinental Treasury  Office  at  Fhiladelphia,  requesting  an  ac- 
count to  be  rendered  of  the  expenditure  of  Continental 
Moneys,  passed  through  this  Convention,  was  read,  and  fol- 
lows, to  wit : 

"Treasury  Office,  Philadelphia,  May  7,  1776. 

"  Honourable  Gentlemen  :  The  Congress  having,  on 
the  17th  February  last,  appointed  a  Standing  Committee  for 
superintending  the  Treasury,  and  on  the  1st  of  April,  among 
other  things,  '  Resolved,  That  all  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
Councils  and  Committees  of  Safety,  Commissaries,  Pay- 
masters, and  others,  entrusted  with  publick  Moneys,  should, 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  being  called  upon  for  that 
purpose  by  the  Committee  of  the  Treasury,  produce  their 
accounts  at  the  Treasury  Office,  in  order  to  tlieir  being  set- 
tled and  adjusted ;'  we  are,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  regula- 
tions, to  request  that  your  honourable  House  will  be  pleased 
to  give  orders  that  an  account  be  rendered  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  Continental  Moneys  which,  by  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress, have  passed  through  your  hands,  in  to  this  Office,  with 
the  proper  vouchers,  that  the  same  may  be  settled  and  ad- 
justed here,  and  reported  for  the  final  allowance  of  Congress. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  in  the  name  of  the  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Treasury,  honourable  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

"  James  Duane,  Chairman." 

The  President,  at  the  request  of  several  Members,  in- 
quired of  those  Members  who  form  the  Pay-Table  Com- 
mittee, in  what  forwardness  they  had  got  the  publick  Ac- 
counts. Those  gentlemen  replied,  that  the  publick  Ac- 
counts are  in  great  forwardness,  and  that  they  expect  the 
accounts  of  disbursements  of  publick  money  will  soon  be 
ready  to  transmit  to  the  Continental  Congress. 


Another  Letter  from  James  Duane,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Superintendents  of  the  Treasury  at  Philadelphia,  requesting 
to  know  what  allowances  have  been  made  to  the  Nctv-York 
Battalions,  and  the  reason  why  Heman  Allen's  Accounts 
were  in  part  rejected,  was  read,  and  follows,  viz : 

"  Treasury  Office,  Philadelphia,  May  7,  1776. 

"  Honourable  Gentlemen  :  Captain  Heman  Allen's 
account  of  disbursements,  as  Captain  of  a  Company  in  Co- 
lonel Warren's  Battalion,  is  now  under  examination  in  this 
Office.  He  informs  us  that  he  could  not  settle  it  with  your 
honourable  body  to  his  satisfaction,  nor  are  we  able,  without 
some  information,  to  state  it  in  a  clear  light  to  Congress.  We 
therefore  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  let  us  know 
what  allowances  you  iiave  made  to  the  New-  York  Batta- 
lions, and  the  reason  why  Captain  Allen's  claim  was  in  part 
rejected. 

"  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  in  the  name  of  the  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Treasury,  honourable  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

"James  Duane,  Chuirman." 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Letter  be  referred  to  the  Au- 
ditors, or  Members  who  compose  the  Pay-Table  Commit- 
tee, to  be  answered. 

A  Certificate,  signed  by  Samuel  Brewster  and  Hugh 
Umphry,  two  of  the  Committee  of  the  Precinct  of  New- 
Windsor,  in  Ulster  County,  dated  tlie  6th  instant,  was  read 
and  filed.  They  thereby  certify  that  on  that  day  they 
attended  an  election  of  Officers  lor  one  of  the  Companies  of 
Militia  in  the  said  Precinct,  and  in  the  Second  Regiment  of 
Ulster  County.  That  James  Umphry  was  then  chosen  Cap- 
tain of  the  said  Company,  and  that  on  the  1st  day  of  Feb- 
ruary last  James  Kernaghan  was  chosen  Second  Lieutenant 
and  Richard  Wood  Ensign  of  the  said  Company. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  those  gentlemen 
accordingly. 

A  Letter  from  William  Ellsworth,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Kingston,  in  Ulster  County,  relative  to  Azor 
Betts  and  John  Blackler,  was  read.  He  therein  says  that 
those  Prisoners  have  broken  their  promises  and  behaved  ill, 
and  deserved  no  further  compliments  from  the  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cortlandt,  dated  the 
15th  instant  at  Albany,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Albany,  therein  en- 
closed, was  also  read  and  filed.*  Colonel  Cortlandt  by  his 
Letter  recommends,  and  the  Committee  of  Albany  by  their 
Resolution  also  recommend,  Mr.  Thomas  M'illiams,  Jun.,  to 
be  Quartermaster  to  Colonel  Wynkoop's  Regiment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Glenn,  by  Letter,  inform  Colonel 
Wynkoop  and  the  Committee  of  Albany,  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  Adjutants  and  Quartermasters  to  the  Regiments  of 
Continental  Troops  raised  in  this  Colony  is  given  to  the 
Colonels  of  the  respective  Regiments,  who  may  appoint  and 
displace  them  at  pleasure. 

A  Letter  from  Johannes  Hardenburgh,  Esq.,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ulster  County,  dated  the  15th  instant, 
was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  gives  some  information  of 
the  state  of  the  several  Companies  of  Continental  Troops 
which  were  directed  to  be  i-aised  in  Ulster  County. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Ritzema,  dated  this  day,  was  read 
and  filed.  He  thereby  recommends  Dr.  Ledger  for  a  Sur- 
geon to  his  Regiment;  requests  Arms  for  his  men,  and  that 
the  Billeting-Money  and  Subsistence  of  some  of  the  Com- 

*  KI.-B ksr.  May  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  resolve  of  (he  .ilhany  Com- 
mittee, recommending  Mr.  Thomas  Williams  Quartermaster  in  the  regi- 
ment raised  in  the  Counties  of  ..llbuny,  Tryon,  and  Charlotte,  and  beg 
the  Congress  will  please  to  appoint  him. 

I  should  have  sent  the  dates  of  the  officers'  warrants,  but  as  only  part 
of  the  regiment  is  with  me,  cannot  at  present  furnish  you  with  them. 

Shall  be  much  obliged  if  the  Congress  will  please  to  appoint  some 
active  person  Adjutant  of  our  regiment,  as  I  have  no  assistant,  the  Major 
being  in  Canada. 

Am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
Phiiip  CoBTLAXnT,  Deputy  Commissary. 

AlBANT    CoMMlTTEE-ClIAMBKB,  Morch  2,   1776. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Williams,  Jun.,  be  recommended  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  for  Quartermaster  in  the  regiment  to  be  raised  in  the 
Counties  of  Albany,  Tryon,  and  Charlotte,  and  he  is  hereby  recom- 
mended accordingly. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes :     Mattbew  Vibscbkb,  Secretary. 
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panies  in  his  Regiment,  which  is  not  finally  settled,  may  be 
iuliy  paid  off  and  discharged. 

A  Letter  from  Garret  Abed,  Deputy  Chairman  of  the 
General  Committee  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  was  read  and 
filed.  He  thereby  informs  that  a  sub-Committee  of  their 
body  viewed  the  Houses  lately  inhabited  by  the  Troops ; 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  clean  and  repair  them,  and  sug- 
gests that  it  would  be  proper  for  this  Congress  to  appoint 
some  person  to  see  that  business  executed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Garret  Roorback,  the  Barrack-Mas- 
ter, be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  employ  as  many  per- 
sons as  he  shall  judge  necessary  to  clean  all  the  Houses  and 
yards  lately  occupied  by  the  Troops  in  this  City ;  that  Mr. 
Roorback  superintend  the  cleaning  of  the  said  Houses  and 
yards,  and  render  an  account  of  the  expenses  attending  the 
same  to  this  Congress. 

Colonel  Remsen.  informs  the  Congress  that  it  frequently 
and  necessarily  happens  that  the  Colonels  of  the  respective 
Regiments  in  this  City  are  out  of  town  for  a  short  time  ;  that 
in  the  absence  of  any  such  Colonel,  any  person  of  his  Regi- 
ment or  Battalion  cannot  obtain  a  furlough  to  go  out  of  the 
City  on  any  emergency  whatever.     For  remedy  whereof, 

Ordered,  That  any  of  the  Field  Officers  of  any  Battalion 
or  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  City  and  County  n{  New-York 
be  empowered  to  give  such  leave  of  absence  as  by  a  Resolu- 
tion of  this  House  of  the  10th  instant  is  directed  and  per- 
mitted to  be  given  by  the  Colonel  or  Commanding  Officer 
of  such  Regiment  or  Battalion. 

P.  M.  May  18,  1776. 
A  Letter  from  General  Washington,Aa.teA  the  17ih  instant, 
was  read,  as  follows,  viz : 

"New-York,  May  17,  1776. 

"  Sir:  As  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  willingness  of  the  Mihtia 
of  this  City  to  join  in  its  defence  against  the  attempts  of  the 
enemies  of  America,  it  is  highly  necessary,  in  order  to  avoid 
confusion  in  the  time  of  any  alarm,  that  the  posts  of  the 
several  Regiments  of  Militia  be  fixed  on  in  conjunction  with 
those  of  the  Continental  Army,  and  that  they  be  allotted  to 
the  Brigades  most  convenient  to  their  several  situations;  and 
as  I  am  now  arranging  that  part  of  the  business  of  the  Army, 
it  will,  I  presume,  be  proper  that  directions  be  given  to  the 
Commanding  Officers  of  the  several  corps  to  take  the  sta- 
tions I  shall  assign,  and  to  obey  the  orders  they  may  in  time 
of  danger  receive  from  me  or  the  Brigadier-Generals  of  the 
Continental  Army.  The  like  measure  will  be  equally  ne- 
cessary with  regard  to  the  Militia  o[  King's  County  and  part 
of  Queen's  County,  on  Long-bland,  and  also  the  Militia  of 
Staten- Island ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  mention  of  a 
matter  so  obviously  necessary  will  be  sufficient  to  induce 
the  Congress  of  this  Province  to  give  such  directions  as  are 
proper  on  this  occasion. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 

most  obedient  servant,  ,,  „  „, 

"George  Washington. 

"  To  the  Hon.  the  President  of  the  Colony  of  New-  York." 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  ot  Dutchess  County  was 
read,  as  follows,  viz : 

"Dutchess  County,  May  6,  1776. 

•'  Sir;  It  having  been  represented  to  the  General  Com- 
mittee of  this  County  that  the  Southern  Regiment  of  Militia 
was  too  large  and  extensive,  containing  twelve  Companies 
and  covering  a  space  of  country  upwards  of  thirty  miles  in 
length,  we  have,  therefore,  not  only  because  in  other  re- 
spects it  was  expedient,  but  also  in  compliance  with  the 
resolution  of  Congress  prohibiting  a  Regiment  to  consist  of 
more  than  ten  Companies,  divided  it,  and,  instead  of  one, 
have  formed  the  Militia  in  that  quarter  into  two  Regiments. 
Enclosed  you  have  a  description  of  the  Regiments,  together 
with  a  list  of  persons  nominated  Field  Officers.  As  this 
part  of  our  Militia  will  remain  unregimented  till  the  Officers 
receive  their  commissions,  we  must  request  that  the  com- 
missions be  made  out  as  soon  as  possible,  and  sent  to  the 
Committee  in  Rombout's  Precinct,  with  directions  to  for- 
ward thern  to  the  Officers  immediately. 

"  I  remain,  by  order  of  the  Committee,  your  very  humble 
servant,  Egbert  Benson,  Chairman." 

The  description  of  the  two  Regiments  enclosed  in  the 
Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Dutchess  was  read,  as  follows : 


"  One  Regiment  to  consist  of  all  the  Militia  in  Paulino's 
Precinct  except  the  Northern  Comi)any,  all  the  Militia  in 
Southeast  Precinct,  and  the  Militia  on  the  Northern  and 
Middle  Short  Lots  in  Frcdericksburgh  Precinct,  in  the  County 
of  Dutchess. 

"  John  Field  Colonel,  Andrew  Morehouse  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  Jonathan  Paddock  First  Major,  Isaac  Tallman 
Second  Major,  Isaac  Crane  Adjutant,  Reuben  Crosby  Quar- 
termaster. 

"The  other  Regiment  to  consist  of  all  the  Militia  in  Frede- 
ricksburgh  Precinct,  except  the  Northern  and  Middle  Short 
Lots,  and  all  the  Militia  in  Philips' s  Precinct,  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Dutchess. 

"  Moses  Dusenbury  Colonel,  Henry  Luddington  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel, Reuben  Ferris  First  Major,  Joshua  Nelson 
Second  Major,  Joshua  Myrick  Adjutant,  Solomon  Hopkins 
Quartermaster." 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  was  read,  as  follows :    . 

"Saratoga,  May  13,  1776. 

"Sir:  Mr.  Duer  informs  me  that  he  has  presented  a 
petition  in  behalf  of  a  considerable  number  of  freeholders 
and  freemen  in  the  County  of  Charlotte  to  your  honour- 
able House,  in  which  he  engages  himself  to  support  the 
facts  therein  alleged  before  the  Convention,  on  or  about  the 
14th  day  of  this  present  month. 

"  As  I  find  it  necessary  to  the  publick  service  to  engage 
Mr.  Duer's  assistance  in  executing  an  important  commis- 
sion, [  have  to  request  the  favour  that  your  House  will  not 
proceed  to  determine  with  respect  to  the  election  lately 
held  in  Charlotte  County  till  Mr.  Duer's  arrival  in  New- 
York,  which  will  be  as  soon  as  the  matter  is  completed  in 
which  he  is  at  present  embarked.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
you  will  then  be  of  opinion  that  his  stay  was  not  only  jus- 
tifiable but  highly  expedient. 

"  I  am,  sir  and  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  j'our 
most  obedient,  humble  servant,  Philip  Schuyler. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  President  and  Members  of  the 

Provincial  Convention  at  New-York." 

"  Mr.  Duer  begs  Mr.  Van  Buren  will  deliver  this  into  the 
hand  of  J.  M.  Scott,  Esq.;  in  case  of  Mr.  Scott's  absence, 
to  Jacob  Cuyler,  Esq. 

A  Letter  from  Christopher  Smith,  directed  to  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Benson,  dated  at  Jamaica,  on  Long-Island,  on  the  14th 
instant,  was  read.  He  therein  mentions  that  he  had  read  in 
the  Newspapers  a  Resolve  of  Congress,  ordering  every  per- 
son who  has  withdrawn  himself  from  the  City  since  the  1st 
of  June  last,  to  return  without  delay;  and  requesting,  from 
infirmity  of  body,  that  he  may  be  exempt  from  said  Re- 
solve. 

Ordered,  That  said  Letter  be  not  answered  by  this  House, 
but  that  Mr.  Benson  is  directed  to  answer  the  same. 


Die  Solis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  May  19,  1776. 

The  Congress  met,  &tc. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU,  President. 

For  New-York.— Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  J.  Van  Zandt,  Colonel 
Remsen,  Major  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Sands,  Captain  Den- 
ning, Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr. 
Scott. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Cuyler. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Mr.  Morris, 
Major  Lockwood. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr. 
Gelston. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Vander- 
bilt. 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  Committee  who  conferred  with 
General  Washington,  informed  the  Congress  that  sundry 
matters  of  great  importance  had  been  conferred  on  with  the 
General ;  that  the  General  wished  for  the  advice  and  assist- 
ance of  this  Congress  to  carry  into  execution  his  own  pow- 
ers, if  not  also  the  assistance  of  the  powers  of  this  Congress ; 
that  the  mattei-s  conferred  on  are  of  such  importance  that, 
in  order  to  preserve  secrecy,  it  is  necessary  that  each  parti- 
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cular  Member  be  sworn  not  to  reveal  to  any  person  out  of 
the  Congress  the  matters  to  be  mentioned,  or  the  subject  of 
this  day's  debate. 

The  President  then  put  the  question  whether  every  Mem- 
ber is  willing  to  take  an  oath  of  secrecy,  and  the  same  was 
unanimously  agreed  to. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  the  President  of  this  Con- 
gress do  take  the  following  oath,  to  wit: 

"  I  do  solemnly  swear  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Al- 
mightij  God,  that  1  will  keep  secret  the  matters  and  business 
that  shall  be  moved,  proposed,  agitated,  considered,  or  de- 
termined, in  this  Congress  this  day,  and  everything  relating 
thereto,  until  leave  shall  be  given  from  tiie  Chair,  by  order  of 
this  Congress,  to  reveal  the  same.  And  I  do  further,  in  the 
same  manner,  solemnly  swear  that  1  will  at  all  times  keep 
secret  all  such  matters  and  things  as  shall  at  any  time  be 
given  in  charge  from  the  Chair  by  order  of  this  Congress  to 
be  kept  secret,  until  leave  shall  be  given  from  the  Chair,  by 
order  of  this  or  a  future  Congress  of  this  Colony,  to  reveal 
the  same." 

The  President  was  then  sworn  accordingly. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  the  President  administer  the 
like  oath  to  each  of  the  Members  present  and  to  the  Secre- 
taries. 

And  the  said  oath  was  administered  to  each  of  them 
accordingly  except  to  Mr.  Alexander  Webster,  who  was 
sworn  to  the  same  oath  with  uplifted  hands,  beginning  the 
oath  in  these  words : 

"  I  do  solemnly  swear  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost." 

Ordered,  That  if  any  other  Member  shall  attend  this 
Congress  this  day,  that  he  be  required  to  take  the  oath  be- 
fore-written before  he  hear  any  of  the  debates  or  matters  in 
agitation ;  and  that  any  Member  who  shall  hereafter  at- 
tend this  Congress  do  take  the  general  oath  before-written 
before  he  take  his  seat. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Morris  wait  on  Ge- 
neral Washington,  and  inform  him  that  the  Congress  have 
taken  an  oath  of  secrecy,  and  the  nature  thereof,  and  re- 
ceive of  him  such  Papers  as  may  be  necessary  to  commu- 
nicate to  this  Congress. 

Messrs.  Scott  and  Morris  returned  fiwm  General  Wash- 
ington, and  delivered  to  the  President  such  Papers  as  they 
had  received  of  the  General.  They  reported  that  a  scheme 
of  a  junction  is  forming  between  the  disaffected  in  Connec- 
ticut and  on  Long-Island,  in  order  to  join  the  Ministerial 
Army,  and  oppress  the  friends  to  liberty  in  these  Colonies ; 
that  the  Papers  will  give  further  information. 

Thereupon,  a  Letter  to  General  Washington  from  Jona- 
than Sturges,  of  Fairfield,  dated  the  14th  day  of  May  in- 
stant, with  a  list  of  deserted  Tories  therein  enclosed,  were 
respectively  read,  and  filed. 

Mr.  Morris  further  informed  the  Congress,  by  informa- 
tion from  General  Washington,  that  several  pei-sons,  who 
are  strangers,  have  been  observed  taking  notice  of  and  fixing 
on  proper  places  for  a  landing  on  the  south  side  of  Long- 
Island;  that  the  people  o(  Hempstead  keep  up  a  constant 
communication  with  the  ships  of  war.  The  list  enclosed  in 
the  letter  above-mentioned. 

A  Letter  from  Matthew  Adgate,  Chairman  of  King's 
District,  to  General  Washington,  dated  the  13th  instant, 
was  read.  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Scott  informed  the  Con- 
gress that  the  bearer  of  the  Letter  is  delayed  in  town  for 
the  examination  of  this  Congress;  and  the  plot  therein- 
mentioned  was,  to  have  massacred  the  inhabhants  who  are 
friends  to  liberty;  and  the  person  who  had  given  the  inform- 
ation had  been  in  the  councils  of  the  disaffected. 

The  informations  of  two  witnesses  given  to  a  select  num- 
ber of  the  Members  of  King's  District,  and  taken  on  oath 
before  Matthew  Adgate,  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  were 
read  and  filed. 

The  Congress  spent  some  time  in  consideration  of  the 
information  received,  agreed  to  consider  thereof  further  until 
to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  Vanderhilt  informed  the  Congress  that  he  has  good 
reason  to  believe  that  John  Hendrickson,  of  Queen's  Coun- 
ty, can  give  some  material  information  relative  to  the  mat- 
ters which  General  Washington  has  communicated  to  the 
Committee  of  this  Congress  appointed  yesterday  to  confer 
with  him. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  VanderbiU  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
requested  to  cause  a  Messenger  to  go  to  the  said  Johii  Hen- 
drickson, and  request  him  to  attend  this  Congress  to-morrow 
morning. 

Die  Lunte,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  May  20,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Lewis, 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
Mr.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Halktt,  Captain  Denning, 
Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Stoutcnburgh,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Peter 
P.  Fan  Zandt. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Cuyler. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Paul  Schenck. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Little. 

For  Suffolk. — General   Woodhull,   Mr.  Wickham,   Mr. 
Gelston. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertsc. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 

For  Westchester.. — Mr.  Morris,  Major  Lockwood,  Co 
lonel  Gilbert  Drake. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

The  following  gentlemen  attending  to  take  their  seats, 
were  sworn,  and  severally  took  the  same  oath  which  was 
administered  to  the  Members  yesterday,  as  entered  on  the 
Minutes,  viz :  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Peter  P.  Van 
Zandt,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Lawrence,  and  Co- 
lonel Blackwell. 

The  whole  Proceedings  of  yesterday,  with'  the  several 
Papers  brought  by  the  Committee  from  General  JVashing- 
ton  yesterday,  were  read  and  taken  into  consideration,  and 
some  time  spent  therein. 

John  Hendrickson  attending  agreeable  to  the  request  of 
yesterday,  the  following  oath  was  administered  to  him : 

"  I,  John  Hendrickson,  do  solemnly  swear  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists  oi  Almighty  God,  that  the  evidence  that  I  shall 
give  to  the  Congress  shall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  and  that  I  will  keep  secret  my  examina- 
tion before  this  Congress  until  leave  shall  be  given  by  order 
of  this  Congress  to  reveal  the  same." 

The  President,  by  order  of  Congress,  assured  Mr.  Hen- 
drickson that  his  name  and  the  substance  of  the  evidence 
which  he  shall  give,  shall,  for  the  present,  be  kept  secret. 

John  Hendrickson,  being  examined  on  oath,  says:  That 
he  does  not  know  of  any  private  plot  among  the  disaffected 
on  Long-Island ;  that  he  has  observed  the  people  of  Hemp- 
stead in  high  spirits  of  late ;  that  the  general  part  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Hempstead  and  Rockaway  are  against  the 
measures  of  the  Colonies  and  in  favour  of  the  King ;  that 
about  a  fortnight  ago  there  was  a  report  that  a  fleet  was 
expected  to  arrive,  and  that  they  appeared  rejoiced  at  it ; 
that  they  expect  to  reap  a  benefit  from  the  arrival  of  a  fleet ; 
that  some  of  them  say  they  expect  to  join  the  King's  troops 
if  they  arrive ;  that  Richard  Hulet  and  Thomas  Cornell 
were  esteemed  leading  men  of  those  disaffected  in  Hempstead 
and  Rockaivay;  that  Stephen  Hulet  was  also  esteemed  a 
man  of  influence  among  them  and  active ;  that  Richard 
Hulet  and  Thomas  Cornell  are  absent ;  that  Isaac  Denton, 
near  Rockaway,  is  thought  to  be  active  at  present  and  to 
assist  in  sending  provisions  to  the  ships  of  war ;  that  Isaac 
Denton  has  a  sloop  of  his  own,  and  that  he  (the  examinant) 
has  heard  that  the  said  Isaac  Denton  has  put  provisions  on 
board  ;  that  he  has  lately  heard  James  Smith,  of  Hempstead, 
say  he  would  join  the  King's  troops  if  they  should  arrive; 
that  people  came  to  Hempstead  from  other  places,  who  are 
said  to  come  there  for  refuge ;  that  he  has  not  lately  seen 
many  strangers  going  there,  but  that  in  January  and  Febru- 
ary last  he  has  seen  many  persons,  sometimes  a  number  in 
a  day,  who  were  strangers,  going  to  Hempstead;  that  they 
appeared  to  be  reserved  and  cautious ;  that  he  has  lately 
seen  some  strangei-s  in  the  County  who  are  not  residents ; 
that  he  believes  several  of  the  inhabitants  are  yet  armed ; 
that  he  has  lately  been  informed  that  along  the  south  side, 
among  the  gunners,  every  other  man  at  least  is  armed  ;  that 
he  lately  saw  two  or  three  men  like  private  men  who  he 
supposed  belonged  to  one  of  the  ships  of  war ;  that  they 
appeared  like  sailors ;  that  from  his  general  acquaintance  it 
is  his  opinion  that  most  part  of  the  inhabitants  would  op- 
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pose  the  liberties  of  America  if  British  troops  should  arrive ; 
that  there  are  yet  some  arms  in  and  about  the  town  of 
Hempstead ;  that  the  inliabitants  are  five  or  six  hundred  in 
number ;  that  he  has  heard  tiie  inhabitants  speak  of  Gabriel 
Idiuilow,  Justice  Clowes,  Daniel  Kissam,  and  Isaac  Smith, 
Esquires,  as  principal  men,  but  that  he  has  not  heard  any 
of  tlioso  gentlemen  say  anything  disaffected  to  the  Colonies, 
and  has  not  had  conversation  with  them  on  the  subject  of 
the  present  troubles ;  that  last  winter  a  number  of  the  in- 
habitants met  two  or  three  different  times  at  the  house  of 
George  liijerson;  that  tliere  were  thirty  or  forty  men  at 
each  of  those  meetings,  as  he  imagines ;  that  he  has  seen 
David  Colden,  Caplain  Whitehead,  Dr.  Arden,  Thomas 
Cornell,  Captain  Richard  Ilulct,  and  Isaac  Kij),  go  there  ; 
that  Captain  Hicks,  at  Rockaway,  who  formerly  had  a  com- 
mission from  Government,  had  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
men  in  his  company ;  that  he  conceives  many  concealed 
their  best  arms  when  Colonel  Heard  came  to  disarm  them ; 
that  they  sometimes  go  out  gunning  and  shooting,  but  com- 
plain lor  want  of  ammunition  ;  that  the  few  friends  to  liberty 
in  that  part  of  the  country  are  afraid  on  account  of  the  open- 
ness and  threats  of  the  disaffected  ;  that  Nathan  Smith  told 
the  examinant  that  one  Ackerman  had  informed  him  that 
he  (the  said  Ackerman)  had  seen  a  quantity  of  beef  and 
pork  on  board  of  Isaac  Denton's  sloop  ;  that  there  were  also 
butter,  eggs,  and  gammons  on  board,  and  that  the  sloop 
proceeded  out  oi  Rockaway  Inlet  towards  the  ships  of  war; 
that  tiiis  was  a  few  days  before  Captain  Parr  came  up  there 
with  a  company  of  Riflemen  ;  that  he  has  at  three  different 
times  seen  one  sloop  come  into  Rockaway  Inlet ;  that  at 
one  time  it  was  Denton's  sloop  which  he  saw,  and  that  the 
last  he  saw  was  a  light  sloop  which  came  in  there  on  a 
Friday,  which  was  a  fortnight  ago  last  Friday;  that  from 
the  caution  the  greatest  part  of  the  inhabitants  observe  with 
the  few  friends  to  liberty,  it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  a  know- 
ledge of  their  intentions  or  designs ;  that  he  was  informed 
that  lately  at  a  vendue  at  Rockaway,  one  Jacob  Foster,  who 
had  a  cockade  in  his  hat,  was  much  abused  and  ill  treated 
because  he  was  a  Whig ;  that  the  cockade  was  taken  out 
of  his  hat  and  trod  on  by  one  Joseph  Beagle ;  that  he  also 
heard  that  Jacob  Hendrickson  was  abused  and  his  hair  pull- 
ed because  he  was  a  Whig;  that  he,  (the  examinant,)  while 
he  was  at  the  vendue  and  before  he  left  it,  saw  Joseph  Lang- 
don  there ;  that  he  appeared  to  be  disaffected  and  active 
among  the  people ;  that  at  a  sheep-shearing  lately  in  Hemp- 
stead, there  was  Iresh  lime  punch  plenty  to  be  sold,  and 
that  it  was  sold  in  the  pens  by  Timothy  Clowes,  a  tavern- 
keeper.  John  Hendrickson. 

Martin  Beebe,  the  Messenger,  who  brought  despatches 
from  King's  District  to  General  Washington,  was  called  in, 
sworn,  and  examined,  and  his  Deposition  follows,  viz : 

New-York,  ss  : 

Martin  Beebe,  of  King's  District,  in  the  County  of  Al- 
bany, Farmer,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists, 
deposeth  and  saith :  That  he  has  acted  as  Clerk  of  the 
Committee  of  King's  District ;  that  he  is  bound  by  oath  not 
to  mention  the  names  of  two  persons  who  on  oath  gave  the 
information  to  sundry  Members  of  the  Committee  of  King's 
District,  which  are  contained  in  two  papers  now  shown  to 
him,  and  of  which  he  was  the  bearer  to  General  PVashing- 
ton ;  that  the  two  persons  who  gave  those  informations  are 
esteemed  to  be  persons  of  veracity  and  to  be  believed ;  that 
he  has  known  them  a  considerable  time;  that  he  is  inform- 
ed that  the  person  mentioned  by  the  name  o(  Brown,  is 
now  a  non-commissioned  officer  in  Captain  Vosburgh's  com- 
pany, in  the  Continental  service,  and  tliat  he  (this  deponent) 
has  been  informed  that  when  the  said  company  comes  to 
action,  the  said  Brown  is  to  take  the  command  of  the  com- 
pany; that  he  has  understood  that  the  information  that 
Broiun  was  an  officer  in  the  Thirteenth  Regiment,  was  ob- 
tained from  McDonald,  the  Miner,  who  told  it  to  George 
Hinsdale;  that  Silas  Howard  is  esteemed  to  be  a  Tory; 
that  George  Hinsdale  is  esteemed  to  be  deceitful  and  inimi- 
cal to  his  country;  that  the  last  account  he  heard  of  Brown 
was,  that  he  was  gone  to  Johnstown  ;  that  he  has  heard  and 
believes  that  the  said  Brown  has  told  the  soldiers  of  Captain 
Vosburgh's  company  that  he  should  sometimes  be  gone, 
but  they  must  not  wonder  at  it ;  that  he  would  sometimes 
be  drunk,  but  they  must  not  think  strange  of  it ;  that  when 
they  caiue  into  any  engagement  their  Captain  would  be  miss- 


ing, and  they  must  follow  him  ;  that  Captain  Barret  Dier 
has  formerly  been  a  Committee-man  in  King's  District; 
that  Samuel  Messenger  is  reputed  to  be  a  Tory;  that  John 
Guernsey  is  a  person  who  was  some  time  ago  disarmed ;  that 
the  two  persons  who  were  examined  on  oath  before  part  of 
the  Committee  o{  King's  District,  and  whose  names  are  con- 
cealed, were  persons  who  had  formerly  been  dealt  with  by 
the  Committee  of  King's  District,  and  had  been  laid  under 
solemn  obligations  not  to  do  anything  against  the  liberties 
of  this  country,  and  to  give  information  to  the  Committee  of 
any  plot,  conspiracy,  or  mischief,  agreed  or  determined  on 
against  the  country;  that  the  said  two  persons  have  since 
declared  that  the  schemes  and  plans  in  agitation  appeared 
so  horrible,  that  through  compunction  of  conscience  they 
came  to  the  Committee  to  give  information  of  what  they 
knew  ;  that  they  at  the  same  time  declared,  that  unless  their 
names  were  concealed  they  would  not  give  information  of 
what  they  did  know ;  and  that  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee who  were  then  present  and  this  examinant  were  sworn 
to  conceal  their  names  before  the  said  two  persons  gave  the 
information  contained  in  the  two  papers  exhibited  as  their 
testimony.  Martin  Beebe. 

Die  LuDffi,  5  ho.  P.  M.,  May  20,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-Yokk. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Sands,  Major  Stouten- 

burgh,  Mr.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  E.  Bancker,  Captain 

Denning,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Francis  Lewis. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Cuyler. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Paul  Schenck. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Little. 

For  Queen's. — Mr.  Lawrence,  Colonel  Blackwell. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Suffolk. — General   Woodhull,   Mr.    Wickham,  Mr. 

Gelston. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake, 

Mr.  Paulding,  Major  Lockwood. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Vander- 

bilt. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

The  President  informed  the  Congress,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Webster,  that  Colonel  Malcom  is  returned  a  Member 
of  this  Congress  from  Charlotte  County,  where  he  has  re- 
spectable freeholds,  as  appears  by  return  of  the  Members  of 
that  County,  which  has  been  read  and  filed ;  and  that  Mr. 
Webster  desires  that  Mr.  Malcom  may  take  his  seat. 

It  was  objected  by  some  Members  that  Mr.  Malcom  is 
not  a  resident  in  Charlotte  County,  and  therefore  ought  not 
to  be  admitted  to  a  seat. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put, 
whether  Mr.  Malcom  shall  be  admitted  to  take  his  seat,  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative  manner,  as  follows,  viz : 

For  the  JJirmative.  For  the  jVegative. 
4  Suffolk,  2  King's, 

8  New-York,  3  Tryon. 

2  Richmond,  — 

2  Ciiarlotte.  5  voten. 

16  votes.  Westchester  equally  divided. 

Ordered,  therefore.  That  Mr.  Malcom  be  admitted  to 
take  his  seat,  and  that  Mr.  Webster  inform  Mr.  Malcom  that 
he  will  please  to  attend  and  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Stoutenburgh,  with  leave  of  the  House,  withdrew. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  business  of  the  day,  and 
proceeded  to  consider  of  the  information  contained  in  the 
papers  received  of  General  Washington,  and  the  examina- 
tions of  John  Hendrickson  and  Martin  Beebe. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  and  some  gentlemen  having 
delivered  their  sentiments  on  the  subject — 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Paulding,  and  Mr. 
Little,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  McDonald's  Reports 
about  Lead  Mines,  and  to  report  to  this  Congress  their 
opinion  whether  either,  and  which  of  the  said  Mine§j  are 
worth  pursuing,  and  that  they  report  with  all  convenient 
speed. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  Members  of  this  Congress,  from 
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the  City  and  County  of  New-York,  and  the  Counties  of 
Queen's,  Kiiig's,  Richmond,  and  Westchester,  do  attend 
tliis  Congress  Friday  next. 

Die  Martis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  May  21,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  fVoodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  llallett,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Ran- 
dall, Colonel  Stontenburgh,  Mr.  Peter  P.  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  I'an  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Ahop,  Mr.  Scott. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackivtll,  Captain  Lawrence. 
For  Charlotte. — Major  IVebster,  Colonel  Makom. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuijler,  Mr.  Glenn. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Paul  Schenck. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Little. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Suffolk.. — General   Woodhull,   Mr.    Wickham,   Mr. 

Gelston. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Mr.  Pauld- 

ins^,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Morris. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

Mr.  Randall,  Colonel  Makom,  and  Mr.  Tompkins,  came 
into  Congress  as  Members,  and  each  of  them  respectively 
was  sworn,  and  took  the  general  oath  as  before  written  in 
the  Minutes  on  the  19th  instant. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Paul  Schenck,  of  Dutchess  County, 
have  leave  to  return  to  his  County  to  procure  a  representa- 
tion of  his  County  to  be  sent  to  this  Congress  without 
delay,  and  that  Mr.  Schenck  return  to  this  Congress  imme- 
diately. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Ezekiel  Hyatt  and  Captain 
Cornelius  Steinrod,  with  their  respective  Subalterns  and 
Companies,  continue  to  be  a  part  of  Colonel  McDougall's 
Regiment ;  and  that  Captain  Ambrose  Horton,  with  his 
Company,  join  Colonel  McDougalFs  Regiment,  as  a  part 
thereof,  until  further  orders. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Titus,  in  the  Township  of 
Bushwick,  Captain  Ferdinandus  Sydam  and  Captain  Ba- 
rent  Johnson,  in  the  Township  of  Broecklyn,  Captain 
Cornelius  Vander  Veer,  in  the  Township  of  Flat-Bush, 
Captain  Jeremiah  Vanderbilt,  in  the  Township  of  Flat- 
lands,  Captain  Aaron  Van  Brunt,  in  New  Utrecht,  and 

Captain ,  in  Gravesend,  be  respectively 

authorized  and  requested,  and  are  hereby  respectively  re- 
quested, in  the  respective  Townships  and  Districts  in  which 
they  respectively  reside,  to  proceed  from  house  to  house 
through  their  respective  Districts,  and  purchase,  at  the 
cheapest  rate  they  can  be  obtained  for  ready  money,  all 
such  good  Muskets  and  Fire-locks  fit  for  the  use  of  sol- 
diers, as  can  be  spared  by  the  inhabitants  of  those  Town- 
ships. That  those  gentlemen  respectively  be  requested  not 
only  to  purchase  Arms  as  cheap  as  they  reasonably  can,  but 
in  no  case  to  exceed  the  price  of  four  Pounds  for  any  one 
Gun,  Musket,  or  Fire-lock.  That  those  gentlemen  respec- 
tively, as  soon  as  they  can  conveniently,  send  those  Arms 
to  Colonel  Curtenius,  in  New-York,  and  transmit  the  ac- 
count of  the  price  of  the  Arms  so  purchased  to  this  Congress, 
or  the  Auditors  thereby  appointed,  that  the  same,  together 
with  a  reasonable  reward  for  the  trouble  of  purchasing  them, 
may  be  paid. 

And  Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  be  requested  to 
send  such  proper  Officers  or  persons  to  assist  the  gentlemen 
above-named  in  the  purchase  aforesaid,  as  are  acquainted 
with  good  Arms.  And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Townships  to  sell  such  Muskets  or 
Fire-locks  as  they  can  spare,  retaining  Arms  for  their  own 
use. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  Return  from  the  County  Com- 
mittee, and  a  number  of  respectable  Freeholder  in  Queen's 
County,  that  Colonel  Jacob  Blackwell,  Jonathan  Law- 
rence, Cornelius  Van  Wyck,  Waters  Smith,  Samuel  Towns- 
hend,  Esq.,  and  Captain  John  TKlliams,  were  elected  Deputies 
to  represent  the  said  County  in  this  Congress ;  and  whereas 
only  Colonel  Blackwell  and  Mr.  Laurrence  have  hitherto 
attended,  whereby  that  County  remains  unrepresented  : 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  Cornelius  Van  Wyck,  Waters 
Smith,  Samuel  Townshend,  Esq.,  James  Townshend,  and 
CapUin  John  Williams,  do  respectively  attend  this  Con- 


gress and  take  their  seats,  or  show  the  cause  of  their 
neglect. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Ritzema  send  such  prudent 
Officer  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  Westchester  County,  to 
apply  to  the  Chairman  of  the  County  Committee,  and  to 
the  respective  sub-Committees  in  that  County,  for  such 
good  Arms,  fit  for  Soldiei-s'  use,  as  they  may  have  collected 
by  disarming  disaffected  persons  in  that  County.  And  the 
respective  Committees  are  hereby  requested  to  deliver  such 
of  those  Arms  as  are  fit  for  the  Army  to  such  Officer,  taking 
and  preserving  his  receipts  for  the  same.  That  the  said 
Committees,  respectively,  take  care  that  all  such  Arms  be 
appraised,  and  an  account  of  the  value  of  each  kept,  agree- 
able to  the  directions  heretofore  given  for  that  purpose.  And 
such  Officer  as  Colonel  Ritzema  shall  send  to  collect  tho5e 
Arms  is  hereby  directed  to  deliver  all  such  Arms  as  he 
shall  so  receive,  to  Colonel  Curtenius,  that  they  may  be 
repaired  where  it  may  be  necessary. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  Deputies  elected  to  represent 
Rkhmond  County  in  this  Congress,  and  named  in  the  Re- 
turn of  their  Deputies  made  by  the  Committee  of  that 
County,  do  attend  this  Congress,  and  take  their  seats  on 
Friday  next,  as  important  business  is  designed  for  that  day  ; 
or  in  default  of  such  attendance,  that  the  absent  Members, 
if  any,  return  in  writing  the  cause  of  their  neglect. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  this  day,  was 
received  and  read.  He  therein  informs  that  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  have  been  pleased  to  request  his  attendance  in 
Philadelphia ;  that  he  is  about  to  set  out  immediately;  that 
he  had  judged  it  necessary  to  give  Major-General  Putnam 
instructions  for  the  regulation  of  his  conduct,  in  case  the 
Congress  came  to  any  determination  respecting  the  Tories 
in  the  City  o(  New- York  and  on  Long-Island,  and  should 
have  occasion  for  military  assistance  to  carry  their  determi- 
nation into  execution,  and  that  he  had  enclosed  a  copy  of 
his  said  instructions.  The  instructions  to  Major-General 
Putnam  above-mentioned,  were  also  read.  He  is  therein 
informed  of  the  matters  nientioned  in  the  said  Letter,  and 
required,  during  General  Washington's  absence,  to  concert 
measures  with  General  Greene,  and  to  afford  every  aid  which 
this  Congress  or  their  Secret  Committee  may  apply  for. 

Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  May  21,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New- York. — Mr.   Scott,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Alsop, 

Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  P.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Hallett,  Mr. 

Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Captain  Denning,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr. 

Stoutenburgh. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ghnn. 
For  Westchester. — Major  Lockwood,  Colonel  Gilbert 

Drake,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Morris. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Suffolk. — General    Woodhull,   Mr.    Wickham,   Mr. 

Gelston. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwsll,  Captain  Latorence. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Vanderbilt. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

Mr.  Alsop,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of 
ways  and  means  to  prevent  the  dangers  to  which  this  Co- 
lony is  exposed  by  its  intestine  enemies,  brought  in  the 
Report  of  the  said  Committee ;  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  then  delivered  in  to  the  Chair,  where  the  same  was 
again  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  copied  by  the  Secretaries 
before  the  House  meets  in  the  morning. 

Captain  Jonathan  Clarke,  late  from  the  French  West- 
Indies,  and  bound  to  some  Port  to  the  eastward,  attended, 
and  was  admitted. 

He  informs  that  he  has  had  the  misfortune  to  have  his 
vessel  and  cargo  seized  and  taken  by  an  armed  Tender 
near  Black- Point,  below  Sandy-Hook;  that  he  has  four 
men  of  his  late  crew  with  him  ;  that  they  depend  on  him  for 
support ;  and  that  he  is  in  want  of  a  small  sum  of  money  to 
support  them  for  the  present. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esquire, 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  do  advance  to  Captain  Jonathan 
Clarke  twenty-five  Dollars,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 
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Notes  of  Captain  Jonathan  Clarke's  intelligence,  which 
he  gave  to  the  Congress,  were  taken  on  the  rough  short 
Notes  of  the  day,  and  are  filed. 

A  Bond  from  Messrs.  Lindlay  Murray  and  Robert  Mur- 
ray, to  Feler  Van  lirugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  in  the  sum  of 
£'200,  with  a  condition  there  under-written,  that  the  said 
Lindlay  Murray  will  erect  Works  for  the  manufacturing  of 
Salt  in  this  Colony,  and  the  repayment  of  the  sum  of  £100 
lent  thereon,  agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  the  late  Pro- 
vincial Congress  on  the  12ih  day  oi March  last,  was  read. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  advance  to  Mr. 
Lindlay  Murray  the  sum  of  £100  on  receipt  of  the  said 
Bond,  and  take  Mr.  Lindlay  Murray's  receipt  for  the 
same. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  to 
the  said  Committee  on  the  ways  and  means  to  prevent  the 
danger  to  which  this  Colony  is  exposed  by  its  intestine  ene- 
mies. The  same  was  again  read,  paragraph  by  paragraph, 
and  on  reading  the  second  paragraph  thereof,  Mr.  Sands 
moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  Richmond  County  be  in- 
serted amongst  the  names  of  the  Counties  in  the  second 
clause. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion,  and  the  question  being 
put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner 
following,  to  wit : 

For  the  Affirmative.  For  the  JVeffative. 

8  New-York,  2  King's, 

2  Charlotte,  2  liicbmond. 
i  Suffolk,  — 

4  Westchester,  4  votes. 

3  Tryon. 

21  votes. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Richmond  County  be  in- 
serted. 

On  reading  the  blank  paragraph  of  the  said  Report,  Mr. 
Scott  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  oath  therein- 
mentioned  be  extended  to  all  .such  as  refused  to  sign  the 
Association. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  every  County  present.  Mr. 
Morris  dissented  from  Westchester  County. 

Die  Mercurii,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  May  22,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Alsop,  Major  Stoutenburgh,  Mr. 

Evert  Bancker,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Randall, 

Mr.  Lewis. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Glenn,  Captain  Cuyler. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Queen's. — Mr.  Lawrence. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Colonel  Drake,  Mr. 

Tompkins,  Mr.  Haviland,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr,  Webster. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Suffolk. — General    Woodhull,    Mr.    Wickham,  Mr. 

Gelston. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Norwood,  Commissary  of 
Colony  Stores,  from  time  to  time  deliver  to  Colonel  Curte- 
7iius,  or  his  Order,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Troops 
raised  in  this  Colony,  as  many  Pouches  and  Belts,  Bayonet- 
Belts  and  Gun-slings,  as  Colonel  Curtenius  shall  order  and 
direct.  That  Mr.  Norwood  take  from  time  to  time  receipts 
for  such  parcels  as  he  may  from  time  to  time  deliver. 

A  Letter  from  Doctor  John  Hill,  dated  at  Albany,  the 
12th  instant,  was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  requests  that 
he  may  be  appointed  Surgeon  to  Colonel  Clinton's  Reo'i- 
ment.* 

•Albany,  May  12,  1776. 
Dear  Sin:  I  have  had  an  inclination  for  a  long  time  past  to  enter 
into  the  Continental  service  as  Surgeon,  and  learn  by  Doctor  Stringier 
of  this  place  that  Colonel  Clinton's  Regiment  is  unsupplied  with  any 
gentleman  of  that  profession  ;  on  which  account,  in  case  I  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  you  and  your  colleagues,  I  am  willing  immediately  to 
engage  in  that  capacity.  Doctor  Stringer  and  Doctor  Young  (who  are 
the  gentlemen  appointed  to  examine  Doctors  here  who  are  about  to  enter 
into  the  service)  do  both  highly  approve  of  my  abilities,  and  I  flatter  my- 


Mr.  Haviland,  of  Westchester  County,  and  Mr.  Haring, 
of  Orange  County,  respectively  attended  as  Members  to 
take  their  seats,  and  each  of  them  respectively  was  duly 
sworn,  and  took  the  general  oath  of  secrecy,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  1  do  solemnly  swear  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Al- 
mighty God,  that  I  will,  at  all  times,  keep  secret  all  such 
matters  and  things  as  shall  at  any  time  be  given  in  chai'ge 
from  the  Chair,  by  order  of  this  Congress,  to  be  kept  secret, 
until  leave  shall  be  given  from  the  Chair,  by  order  of  this 
Congress,  to  reveal  the  same." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cuyler  and  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake 
be  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  charge  against 
Joseph  Blanchard [h  prisoner  on  iiis  parole)  for  having  kept 
a  communication  with  some  person  on  board  of  either  one 
of  the  ships  of  war,  or  the  ship  on  board  of  which  Governour 
Tryon  resides,  contrary  to  the  regulations  established  for  that 
purpose.  That  the  said  Committee  have  power  to  send  for 
and  examine  persons  and  papers,  and  that  they  make  report 
by  what  persons  and  by  what  means  such  communication 
has  been  kept  open,  and  such  other  matters  relative  thereto 
as  the  said  Committee  may  think  necessary  or  proper. 

The  Secretaries,  agreeable  to  directions  given  yesterday 
evening,  brought  this  morning  a  fair  copy  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  ways  and  means  to 
prevent  the  dangers  to  which  this  Colony  is  exposed  by  its 
intestine  enemies,  f 

self  that  Colonel  Clinton  will  have  no  objections,  as  he  has  known  me 
long.  I  have  (yesterday)  written  to  him  by  Doctor  Stringer,  and  ex- 
pect his  answer  soon.  But  if  you,  sir,  and  the  other  gentlemen,  do  not 
think  it  expedient  that  I  should  serve  under  Mr.  Clinton,  I  shall  take  it 
very  kind  if  you  will  try  to  provide  for  me  in  some  other  manner.  I  am 
well  known  to  several  of  your  Members,  and  in  particular  to  Matthew 
Rea,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Parka,  from  Ulster  County,  by  which  gen- 
tlemen the  Congress  could  be  informed  of  my  moral  character,  abilities 
in  Surgery,  &c.  I  would  also  inform  the  Congress  that  I  am  possessed 
of  a  large  quantity  of  medicine  of  the  best  quality;  also  with  all  neces- 
sary instruments ;  and  as  I  can  confide  in  my  own  medicines  best,  I 
should  choose  to  use  them  in  case  a  proper  allowance  be  made  me  on 
that  account.  I  have  taken  lodgings  in  .Albany,  and  should  be  glad  to 
have  the  attendance  of  the  troops  quartered  in  town,  until  I  could  be 
better  provided  for.  Doctor  Stringer,  who  has  formerly  had  the  care  of 
them,  is  about  to  leave  town  and  go  to  Qnebech,  and  I  do  not  hear  that 
any  person  is  appointed  in  his  place.  I  should  have  waited  upon  you  in 
person,  but  find  it  would  be  ve.'y  detrimental  to  my  business,  and  attended 
with  expense.  Your  answer  to  my  requests  I  shall  expect  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible; and  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant,  loam  Hill. 

To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  in  JVew-York. 

■f  Your  Committee  do  report :  That  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  that 
the  enemies  of  American  liberty  have  a  general  communication  with 
each  other  through  this  and  part  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  by  reason 
whereof  tile  influence  of  the  British  Government  is  much  extended,  and 
the  minds  of  the  people  poisoned  by  false  reports  and  suggestions. 

That  many  ill-disposed  people  have  lately  resorted  unto  and  a  great 
number  dwell  in  the  southern  and  eastern  parts  of  Queen's  County ;  that 
there  are  also  several  ill-disposed  persons  in  the  City  and  County  of 
J^eto-York,  in  King's  County,  in  Richmond  County,  and  in  sundry  other 
parts  of  this  Colony,  many  of  whom  will  most  probably  take  up  arms  on 
the  part  of  our  foes  whenever  they  shall  see  a  prospect  of  success. 

That,  from  various  reports  and  the  best  intelligence  which  can  be  ob- 
tained from  Europe,  as  also  from  the  positive  assertions  of  the  disaffected 
throughout  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  and  from  such  of  their 
measures  as  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  Committee,  there  is  no 
room  to  doubt  that  a  large  hostile  armament  will  soon  arrive  in  this 
Colony. 

That  the  greater  part  of  those  who  now  hold  offices  and  commissions 
under  the  Crown,  and  many  others  who  are  generally  reputed  inimical  to 
.imerican  liberty,  will  be  liable  to  suffer  injuries  from  the  resentment  of 
the  people,  and  the  Colony  in  general  exposed  to  great  danger  from  the 
active  exertions  of  those  among  us  who  are  determined  to  assist  in  the 
subjection  oi  America. 

Your  Committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that,  as  well  out  of  regard 
to  the  safety  of  individuals,  as  for  the  general  welfare  oi  America,  it  is 
highly  and  indispensably  necessary  to  take  speedy  and  cflectual  meas- 
ures to  prevent  the  hostile  intentions  of  our  foes,  to  stop  the  channels  of 
intelligence  and  communication  among  the  disaffected,  and  to  quell  the 
spirit  of  opposition  which  has  hitherto  in  some  measure  prevailed. 

Your  Committee  do  propose  that,  for  these  purposes,  it  will  be  proper 
to  take  the  assistance  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  and  to 
march  several  detachments  of  the  troops  under  his  command  into  Queen's 
County,  and  disarm  the  inhabitants,  excepting  those  who  shall  subscribe 
the  following  Declaration,  viz  : 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of ,  in  Queen's  County,  ia 

the  Colony  of  JVew-York,  do  voluntarily  and  solemnly  engage,  under  all 
the  ties  held  sacred  amongst  mankind,  at  the  risk  of  our  lives  and  for 
tunes,  to  defend  by  arms  the  United  American  Colonies  against  the 
hostile  attempts  of  the  fleets  and  armies  belonging  to  or  in  the  pay  of 
Great  Jiritain,  until  the  present  unhappy  controversy  between  the  two 
countries  shall  be  terminated :  Provided  always,  That  this  Declaration 
shall  not  be  construed  to  bind  us  to  defend  in  person  any  other  than  the 
Colony  o(  JVew-York,  oT,  for  that  purpose,  to  march  out  of  the  said 
Colony." 

That  all  such  persons  as  are  required  as  aforesaid  to  be  disarmsd,  shall, 
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The  same  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  read,  and 
some  amendments  made  in  some  parts  thereof. 

Mr.  Lewis  brought  into  Congress  some  Papers  which  lie 
said  he  received  U-om  General  Putnam,  and  in  some  mea- 
sure relate  to  the  mattere  now  Id  consideration.  The  same 
were  read. 

The  first  was  an  Affidavit  of  Silas  Howard,  dated  the  16th 
day  of  May  instant,  and  taken  before  James  Gals,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Berkshire  County,  in  the  Colony  of 
Massachusetts-Bay.  The  second  is  a  very  long  Affidavit  of 
a  person  whose  name  is  concealed,  taken  on  the  18di  day  of 
May  instant,  before  Valentine  Rathbun,  Chairman  of  the 
Convention  of  eleven  Committees. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  in  the  further  consideration 
of  the  Report  last  above-mentioned,  and  on  reading  the  — 
section  thereof,  relative  to  taking  hostages  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  certain  parts  of  (Queen's  County  for  their  future  peace- 
able behaviour,  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  that 
part  of  the  said  Report  be  struck  out. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion  ;  and  the  question  being 
put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

For  the  JIffirmative.  For  the  j\'egative. 

2  King's,  4  Westchester, 

3  Orange,  3  Try  on. 
2  Richmond,                                 — 

8  New- York,  7  votes. 

2  Charlotte, 

4  SulTolk. 
21  votes. 

Ordered,  therefore.  That  the  said  clause  for  taking  hos- 
tages be  struck  out. 

The  said  Report  being  read  through,  and  sundry  amend- 
ments made  therein,  Mr.  Morris  then  moved,  and  was  se- 
conded, that  the  whole  of  the  said  Report  be  recommitted. 

on  pain  of  imprisonment,  take  the  following  Oath,  or,  being  of  the  people 
called  Quakers,  the  following  Affirmation  : 

"  I,  A  B,  do  swear,  (or  solemnly  affirm  and  declare,)  that  I  have  not 
now  in  my  possession,  nor  in  the  possession  of  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons, or  deposited  or  secreted  in  any  place  or  places,  any  arms  which 
have  not  been  delivered  up  to  this  Committee  or  their  order;  neither  have 
I  the  arms  of  any  other  person  or  persons,  or  for  any  use  or  purpose 
whatsoever,  now  in  my  possession,  so  help  mo  Goil." 

That  all  those  who,  before  the  taking  of  the  said  oalh,  shall  voluntarily 
deliver  up  any  arms  as  aforesaid,  shall  receive  a  generous  price  for  the 
arms  by  them  respectively  surrendered ;  and  that  the  arms  of  those 
who  shall  not  so  surrender  them  shall  be  taken  away  without  paying  for 
them. 

That ,  inhabitants  of  Queen's  County,  he 

forthwith  apprehended  and  secured  in  custody,  subject  to  the  further 
order  of  this  Congress. 

That be  taken  as  hostages  for  the  future 

peaceable  behaviour  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  County. 

That  all  persons  in  the  City  and  County  o{  Jife-w-York  and  in  King's 
and  Queen's  County,  holding  commissions  or  offices  under  the  Crown, 
be  taken  prisoners,  and  that  those  who  shall  give  good  evidence  to  the 
respective  General  Committees  of  the  said  Counties  that  they  are  well 
affected  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty,  and  good  security  that  they 
will  not  be  concerned  in  any  manner  against  the  United  Colonies,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  will  discover  to  the  General  or  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Continental  forces  for  the  time  being  in  this  Colony,  or  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  or  County  Committee  for  the  time  being,  all  such 
measures  as  shall  to  their  knowledge  be  taken  or  devised  against  the 
said  United  Colonies,  shall  be  suffered  to  go  at  large  and  possess  the  full 
enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  in  common  with  other  inhabitants  of  this 
Colony, 

That residing  in  the  City  and  County  oi  JVev-York, 

residing  in  King's  County,  and ,  residing 

in  Queen's  County,  be  in  like  manner  apprehended,  and  suffered  to  go 
at  large  upon  the  like  conditions  above-named. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  General  County  Committees  in  the 
several  Counties  in  this  Colony  to  apprehend  all  persons  holding  mili- 
tary commissions  under  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  also  such  per- 
sons holding  civil  offices  under  the  said  King,  and  such  other  persons  of 
influence  in  their  respective  Counties  as  arc  suspected  of  holding  princi- 
ples inimical  to  the  said  United  Colonies ;  and  after  they  shall  have  been 
apprehended,  to  deal  with  them  in  such  manner  as  is  prescribed  for  the 
conduct  of  the  Committee  above-named. 

That  all  persons  throughout  the  Colony  who,  after  they  are  appre- 
hended, shall  refuse  to  comply  with  the  said  conditions,  but  who,  never- 
theless, in  the  opinion  of  the  Committees  of  the  several  Counties,  may 
be  trusted  on  their  parole  or  word  of  honour,  may  be  permitted  to  reside 
in  such  part  of  one  of  the  Colonics  of  Connecticut,  J\'e-w  Jersey,  or  Penn- 
sylvania, as  shall  be  chosen  by  such  respective  person  or  persons,  and  be 
agreeable  to  and  thought  proper  by  the  Committee  before  whom  such 
person  is  brought ;  and 

That  all  persons  who  shall  refuse  such  parole,  or  who,  in  the  opinion 
of  such  respective  Committees,  may  not  safely  be  trusted  upon  such 
parole,  shall  be  confined  to  close  custody  until  the  further  order  of  this 
or  some  future  Provincial  Congress. 

All  which  is,  nevertheless,  most  humbly  submitted. 

JouN  Atsop,  Chairman. 


Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion,  and  the  question  being 
put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  fol- 


lowing, to  wit : 


For  the  JSTegative. 

4  Suflolk, 

2  Charlotte, 
8  New- York, 

3  Tryon. 

17  votes. 


i"or  the  JiJSrmative. 

4  Westchester, 
2  King's, 
2  Richmond. 

8  votes — Orange  equally 
divided. 


Thereupon,  the  said  motion  was  rejected. 

Francis  Leivis,  Esq.,  inlbrmed  this  Congress  that  IVil- 
liam  Ilauxhurst  is  em])loyed  by  contract  in  making  Anchors 
for  the  Continental  Navy,  in  which  business  he  cannot  pro- 
ceed without  a  small  supply  of  Gunpowder,  and  therefore  he 
applied  for  one  hundred  weight  of  Gunpowder  for  William 
Hauxhiirst  for  the  use  of  the  Iron-works,  to  be  paid  for  in 
cash. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Norwood,  Commissary  of 
Colony  Stores,  deliver  to  Mr.  William  Haitxhurst  one  hun- 
dred weight  of  Gunpowder,  at  the  price  of  thirty  Pounds, 
on  receiving  the  ready  money  for  the  said  hundred  weight 
of  Gunpowder,  and  that  the  said  Richard  Norwood  pay  the 
said  sum  of  thirty  Pounds  to  Feter  Van  Brugh  Livingston, 
Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  and  take  a  receipt  for 
the  same. 

A  Member  suggested  to  the  Congress  that  Mr.  Abraham 
Livingston  is  very  anxious  to  have  his  late  Contract  for  vic- 
tualling the  TiXKjps  in  this  Colony  settled ;  that  no  step  has 
been  taken  in  pursuance  of  his  Letter  of  the  9th  instant  to 
the  late  Congress  of  this  Colony,  and  that  Mr.  Livingston  is 
ready  to  submit  to  a  Committee  of  this  Congress,  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  whether  any  and  what  compensa- 
tion shall  be  made  to  him  for  hb  damages  by  the  loss  of  that 
Contract. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditors  of  Pay-Table  Committee  be 
a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  whether  any  and 
what  allowance  shall  be  made  to  Mr.  Livingston  in  lieu  of 
that  Contract,  and  to  adjust  and  audit  his  Accounts,  and  make 
a  final  settlement  with  him  for  the  same. 

Die  Mercuru,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  May  22,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Hallett, 

Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Lewis. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Queen's. — Mr.  Lawrence. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Haviland,  Mr. 

Morris,  Colonel  Drake. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 
For  Suffolk. — General    Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr. 

Gelston. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Journey. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

Mr.  Stoutenburgh,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider of  and  report  the  most  expedient  and  effectual  method 
of  obtaining  a  true  and  impartial  account  of  the  number  of 
Inhabitants  within  this  Colony,  reported,  that  a  Letter  be 
written  for  that  purpose  to  the  County  Committee  of  each 
respective  County  in  this  Colony,  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  May  23,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  In  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress  for  ascertaining  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  this  Colony,  you  are  hereby  requested  to  appoint 
such  persons  in  your  County  as  you  shall  think  proper,  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  inhabitants  within  your  County,  dis- 
tinguishing the  sex  and  age,  agreeable  to  the  enclosed  form, 
which  is  to  be  laid  before  this  Congress,  or,  in  their  recess, 
before  the  Committee  of  Safety,  with  all  convenient  speed, 
upon  oath  of  the  person  or  persons  employed  in  taking  the 
same,  agreeable  to  the  following  form,  viz : 

"  I,  A  B,  do  swear  that  the  aforegoing  list  contains  a  true 
and  faithful  account  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  within  the 

District  of ,  in  the  County  of ,  in  the 

Colony  otNew-  York,  according  to  the  best  information  that 
I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  by  applying  at  each  dwelling- 
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house,  and  by  all  other  ways  and  means  in  my  power  within 
the  said  District. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant. 
By  order. 

The  form  of  a  Return  of  Inhabitants,  referred  to  in  the 
above  Letter,  is  as  follows,  viz : 
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Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare  a  number  of  copies 
of  the  said  Letter,  (which  was  unanimously  agreed  to,)  and  a 
number  of  copies  of  the  said  form  of  a  Return  of  Inhabitants  ; 
that  the  President  sign  the  said  Letters,  and  that  one  of 
them  be  directed  to  the  County  Committee  of  each  respec- 
tive County  in  this  Colony. 

The  Congress  were  informed  that  Asa  Douglas,  who 
came  to  General  Washington  with  the  Deposition  of  Silas 
Howard,  and  the  other  Papers  which  were  laid  before  this 
Congress  this  morning,  has  some  material  intelligence  to 
communicate  to  this  Congress.  They  directed  him  to  be 
brought  in.  The  said  Asa  Douglas  signified  to  the  Presi- 
dent that  he  has  material  matters  to  mention,  but  could  more 
freely  confer  with  the  Committee  of  the  House  appointed  for 
that  purpose. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Cuyler  be 
a  Committee  to  examine  Captain  Asa  Douglas,  and  to  report 
to  this  Congress  the  information  they  may  obtain  from  him. 

Mr.  Randall  informed  the  Congress  that  Colonel  Curte- 
nius  has  four  Muskets  of  a  particular  kind,  unfit  for  soldiers' 
use,  which  would  be  very  useful  and  necessary  on  board  of 
the  private  vessel  of  war  named  Putnam. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  CurtereiiM  deliver  to  Thomas  Ran- 
dall, Esq.,  or  his  order,  four  Muskets,  such  as  Mr.  Randall 
may  choose,  for  the  use  of  the  armed  Schooner  Putnam. 

Mr.  Morris  reported  that  Mr.  Cuyler  and  himself  had 
heard  Captain  Douglas;  that  Captain  Asa  Douglas  says, 
in  substance,  that  great  weight  is  to  be  given  to  those  Affi- 
davits which  he  had  brought  from  King's  District,  though  the 
names  of  the  witnesses  are  concealed ;  that  he  and  another 
person,  by  talking  to  a  neighbour  of  his  who  had  long  been 
suspected  to  be  unfriendly,  they  impressed  on  him  a  religious 
dread  of  his  conduct,  and  obtained  from  him  some  informa- 
tion which  afforded  a  clew,  and  they  pursued  it  farther; 
that  Silas  Howard  was  afraid  to  go  home  after  he  was  sworn, 
and  that,  at  his  request,  the  Committee  had  sent  him  to 
Hartford ;  that  he  {Douglas)  believed  General  Schuyler  in- 
nocent of  what  is  alleged  against  him,  but  that  through  a 
bad  opinion  of  the  General,  the  people  in  his  Colony 
(Massachusetts-Bay)  will  not  inlist ;  that  General  Schuyler 
ought  not  to  be  trusted,  lest  he  should  deceive  the  country  ; 
and,  finally,  that  if  this  Congress  will  give  him  (the  said  Asa 
Douglas)  an  order,  he  will  march  ten  thousand  men  to  Alba- 
ny in  a  few  days,  to  obey  the  command  of  this  Congress. 
And  that  this  is  the  burden  of  his  song. 


Die  Jovis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  May  23,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr, 
Bancker,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Beekman. 

For  Albany. — Colonel  Cuyler,  Captain  Glenn. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Mr.  Paul- 
ding, Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Haviland,  Mr.  Morris. 

FoH  Queen's. — Mr.  Lawrence. 

For  Suffolk. — General    Woodhull,  Mr.    Wickham,  Mr, 
Gelston. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Having,  Mr.  Little. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemm,  Mr.  Lefferise. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Journey. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Malcom. 

Fourth  Series. — Vql.  vi.  84 


General  Putnam  attending,  was  admitted.  He  produced 
a  Letter  from  General  Washington,  containing  extracts  of  a 
Letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  requesting  Intrench- 
ing-Tools,  Rigging,  Sail-Cloth  and  Sailinakers,  and  Lead  ; 
desiring  General  Putnam  to  request  the  aid  of  this  Congress 
to  procure  those  articles,  or  spare  any  of  those  articles  if 
they  have  them  in  store. 

Geneial  Putnam  was  informed  that  Sail-CIoth,  Rigging, 
and  Blocks,  have  lately  been  sent  up,  in  pursuance  of  a  re- 
quest of  General  Schuyler,  of  which  he  shall  be  furnished  a 
particular  account. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson  call  on  Colonel  Curtenius 
and  obtain  a  copy  of  the  particulars  of  Sail-Cloth  and  Rig- 
ging lately  sent  to  Albany,  and  acquaint  the  General  there- 
with ;  that  he  inform  himself  as  to  Lead,  Duck,  and  In- 
trenching-Tools,  to  be  obtained  in  this  City,  and  acquaint  the 
General  with  the  information  he  may  obtain. 

Mr.  John  Lloyd.  Jun.,  delivered  to  the  President  an  In- 
ventory and  Appraisement  of  the  Real  and  Personal  Estate 
of  Henry  Lloyd,  late  of  Boston,  subscribed  by  Samuel 
Townshend  and  Zebulon  Williams,  Esq.,  and  the  said  John 
Lloyd,  Jun. ;  which  was  read  and  filed.  It  thereby  appears 
that  the  said  personal  estate  amounts  to  the  value  of  £'203 
2s.  \0d.,  and  that  the  said  real  estate  is  appraised  at  £3,000. 
The  said  John  Lloyd,  Jun.,  requests  the  direction  of  this  Con- 
gress to  take  the  care  and  management  of  the  said  estate. 

Ordered,  That  Mi-.  John  Lloyd,  Jun.,  do  remain  in  pos- 
session of  the  Estate  at  Qiieen's  Village,  belonging  to  Henry 
Lloyd,  Esq.,  to  improve  the  same  to  the  best  advantage, 
and  to  render  an  account  thereof  to  this  or  some  future  Con- 
gress when  called  upon. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  May  33,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New- York. — Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Ran- 
dall, Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Beekman, 
Mr.  Hallett. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 
For  Queen's. — Mr.  Lawrence,  Mr.  Smith. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Westchester. — ^Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr. 

Haviland,  Mr.  Morris. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Lefferise,  Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  Malcom,  Major  Webster. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gel- 
ston. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Journey. 

Colonel  Abraham  Brasher,  of  New-  York,  and  Mr.  Waters 
Smith,  from  Quec»i'*County,  respectively  attended  as  Mem- 
bers to  take  their  seats,  and  each  of  them  was  duly  sworn, 
and  took  the  general  oath  of  secrecy  in  the  words  and  agree- 
able to  the  Order  of  the  19th  instant. 


Die  Veneris,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  May  24,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:  Brigadier- General  ^Foo^AmZ/,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Hallett,  Col.  Broome, 
Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Bancker,  Captain  Denning, 
Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Remsen,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Van 
Cortlandt. 

For  Albany. — Colonel  Cuyler,  Captain  Glenn. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Havila7id. 

For  Queen's. — Mr.  Laurrence,  Mr.  Waters  Smith,  Colo- 
nel Blackwell. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner,  Colonel  Cor- 
telyou. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  John  VanderUlt,  Mr. 
Jeremiah  Vanderbilt. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gel- 
ston. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  Malcom,  Mr.  Webster. 

A  Letter  from  General  Putnam,  dated  this  day,  was  read. 

He  thereby  informs  that  his  Excellency  General  Washing- 
ton was  much  pleased  with  the  exertions  of  this  Congress  to 


1331 


NEW- YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  MAY,  1776. 


1332 


prevent  the  Siuall-Pox  in  tlie  Army,  and  had  issued  Gene- 
ral Orders  similar  to  the  Resolve  of  Congress;  notwith- 
standing which,  a  certain  Dr.  Belts  had  had  tiie  assurance 
to  inoculate  a  number  of  people.  He  thereby  requests 
some  immediate  exertions  on  this  matter,  and  offers  any  aid 
in  his  power,  and  by  a  [wstscript  thereto,  informs  that  Dr. 
Foster  is  an  evidence  to  the  above. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  sent  and  referred  to  the 
General  Committee  of  the  City  oi  New-York,  who  are  re- 
quested to  examine  into  the  matter  with  all  possible  despatch  ; 
to  examine  tiie  said  lictts  and  the  said  w  itness  above  named, 
and  any  other  witnesses  tliat  ti)cy  may  know  of  or  can  obtain 
in  that  matter ;  that,  if  they  find  the  charge  proved  against 
said  Belts,  they  immediately  cause  him  to  be  sent  to  jail ; 
and  that  the  said  Committee  be  further  requested  to  report 
thereon  to  this  Congress. 

Tiie  Congress  were  informed  that  Colonel  Rilzema  had 
many  Arms,  which  had  been  collected  for  his  Regiment, 
which  want  repairs ;  that  he  has  Armourers  in  the  Regi- 
ment who  could  repair  tiiose  Arms  if  they  were  supplied 
with  tools  for  that  purpose.* 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curlenius  procure  and  deliver  to 
Colonel  Ritzcma,  or  his  order,  such  Armourer's  Tools  as  he 
may  require  for  the  purpose  of  employing  some  of  the  men 
of  his  Regiment  in  repairing  such  of  the  Arms  of  the  said 
Regiment  as  may  be  out  of  repair. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee,  for  that  purpose,  on  die 
danger  to  which  this  Colony  is  exposed  from  the  intestine 
enemies,  and  the  ways  and  means  necessary  to  be  taken  to 
guard  against  those  dangers,  being  fairly  copied,  agreeable 
to  the  directions  given  to  the  Secretaries  yesterday  evening, 
the  same  was  signed  by  John  Alsop,  Esq.,  their  Chairman, 
read,  and  approved  of;  and  it  is  agreed  that  a  recital  of  the 
Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress,  of  the  6th  day  of 
October  last,  recommending  f 

Your  Committee  do  report  that  there  is  great  reason  to 
believe  that  the  enemies  of  American  liberty  have  a  general 
communication  with  each  other,  through  this  and  part  of 
the  neighbouring  Colonies,  by  reason  whereof  the  influence 
of  the  British  Government  is  much  extended,  and  the  minds 
of  the  people  poisoned  by  false  reports  and  suggestions. 

That  many  ill-disposed  people  have  lately  resorted  unto, 
and  a  great  number  dwell  in  the  southern  and  eastern  parts 
of  Queen's  County ;  that  there  are  also  several  ill-disposed 
persons  in  the  City  and  County  of  New-  Yorlc,  and  in  Kijig's 
County,  and  in  sundry  other  parts  of  this  Colony,  many  of 
whom  will  most  probably  take  up  arms  on  the  part  of  our 
foes  whenever  they  shall  see  a  prospect  of  success. 

That,  from  the  various  reports  and  the  best  intelligence 
which  can  be  obtained  from  Europe,  as  also  from  the  posi- 
tive assertions  of  the  disaffected  throughout  this  and  the 
neighbouring  Colonies,  and  from  such  of  their  measures  as 
have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  Committee,  there  is  no 
room  to  doubt  that  a  large  hostile  armament  will  soon  arrive 
in  this  Colony. 

That  the  greater  part  of  those  who  now  hold  offices  and 
commissions  under  the  Crown,  and  many  others  who  are 
generally  reputed  inimical  to  American  liberty,  will  be  liable 
to  suffer  injuries  from  the  resentment  of  the  people,  and  the 
Colony  in  general  exposed  to  great  danger  from  the  active 
exertions  of  those  among  us  who  are  determined  to  assist  in 
the  subjection  o{  America. 

Your  Committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that,  as  well  out 

•  From  the  universal  bad  state  of  the  arms  in  the  Army  here,  it  is 
become  impossible  for  mc  to  have  the  arms  I  have  got  in  my  Regiment 
put  even  in  a  tolerable  condition  by  the  Continental  Armourers.  1  have, 
out  of  my  Regiment,  collected  six  men — two  of  whom  are  very  good  gun-> 
smiths — for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  arms.  Mr.  Suys,  the  black- 
smith in  the  BoTvery,  has  olTcred  me  the  use  of  his  forge,  but  I  want  a 
few  tools,  such  as  handvices,  screws,  and  planes.  Mr.  Abeel  will  not 
furnish  them  without  an  order  of  Congress ;  pray  be  so  kind  as  to  apply, 
io  my  behalf,  for  an  order,  that  my  men  may  go  to  work  immediately  ; 
alio  for  an  order  to  JVorwoorf  for  muskets.  McDou^aWs  fortnight  ends 
Saturday  next.  I  shall  dine  at  Mannera's,  where  you  will  be  pleased 
to  leave  the  order.    Yours,  in  haste,  Ruoolph.  Kitzema. 

To  Secretary  Benson,  Congress. 

Thurtday  morning. 

IFbidai,  October  &,  1775. — Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to 
the  several  Provincial  Assemblies  or  Conventions,  and  Councils  or  Com- 
mittees of  Safety,  to  arrest  and  secure  every  person,  in  their  respective 
Colonies,  whose  going  at  largo  may,  in  their  opinion,  endanger  the  safety 
of  the  Colony  or  the  Ubertie*  of  ^mni'ca. 


of  regard  to  the  safety  of  individuals  as  for  the  general  wel- 
fare of  America,  it  is  highly  and  indispensably  necessary  to 
take  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  prevent  the  hostile 
intentions  of  our  foes,  to  stop  the  channels  of  intelli"'ence 
and  communication  among  the  disaffected,  and  to  quell  the 
spirit  of  opposition  which  hath  hitherto  prevailed. 

Your  Committee  do  propose  that,  for  these  purposes,  the 
following  pei-sons  be  apprehended,  by  the  assistance  of  the 
Continental  Troops  now  stationed  in  and  near  this  city,  to 
wit: 

*  #  *  *  *   <  *  * 

That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, now  here,  upon  the  subject  of  apprehend- 
ing the  persons  above-named,  and  to  superintend  the  taking 
of  them ;  that,  upon  and  after  the  apprehension  of  the  said 
persons,  such  of  them  as  shall  give  good  and  sufficient  secu- 
rity, on  oath  and  otherwise,  as  the  said  Committee  shall 
think  proper,  that  they  will  not  be  concerned  in  any  mea- 
sures taken  or  to  be  taken  against  the  United  American 
Colonies,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  and  that  they  will  dis- 
cover all  measures  taken  or  to  be  taken  atjainst  the  said 
Colonies,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  as  far  as  the  same  shall 
come  to  their  knowledge  respectively,  be  permitted  to  go 
at  large ;  and  that,  as  to  such  persons  as  shall  refuse  such 
security,  it  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  said  Committee 
to  admit  on  their  parole  of  honour,  to  be  given  to  the  said 
Committee  as  to  the  Continental  Congress,  as  many  of  the 
said  persons  as  may,  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  Committee, 
safely  be  trusted  on  their  said  parole  to  reside  in  some  part 
of  one  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  such  as  shall  be  chosen 
by  the  said  respective  persons,  and  approved  of  by  the  said 
Committee ;  and  that  all  such  persons  as,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  said  Committee,  cannot  safely  be  trusted  on  their  said 
parole,  or,  if  to  be  trusted,  shall  refuse  to  give  such  parole, 
shall  be  reported  to  this  Congress,  to  be  severally  dealt  with 
as  this  Congress  shall  think  proper. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  General  County  Com- 
mittees in  the  several  Counties  of  this  Colony  to  apprehend 
all  persons  holding  military  commissions  under  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  also  all  such  persons  holding  civil  offices 
under  the  said  King,  or  being  possessed  of  influence  in  their 
respective  Counties,  as  are  suspected  of  holding  principles 
inimical  to  the  said  United  Colonies ;  and,  after  they  shall 
have  been  apprehended,  to  deal  with  them  in  such  manner 
as  is  prescribed  for  the  conduct  of  the  Committee  above- 
named. 

All  which  is,  nevertheless,  most  humbly  submitted. 

John  Alsop,  Chairman. 

Colonel  John  Broome  and  Mr.  Anthony  Rutgers,  of  New-' 
Yorlc,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Vanderhilt,  from  King's  County,  and 
Colonel  ^aro«  Cortelyou,  of  Richmond  County,  attending 
to  take  their  seats,  were  duly  sworn,  and  severally  took  the 
oath  of  secrecy  agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  the  19th  in- 
stant. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  the  Congress  proceeded 
to  take  into  consideration  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  of  the  15th  of  May  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
composing  and  erecting  some  form  of  Government. 

Mr.  Morris  opened  the  business  by  a  long  argument, 
showing  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  and  that  this  is  the 
crisis  in  which  it  should  be  done,  and  concluded  with  a  mo- 
tion, and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Webster,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

I  move  that  a  Committee  he  appointed  to  draw  up  a  re- 
commendation to  the  people  of  this  Colony  for  the  choosing 
of  persons  to  frame  a  Government  for  the  said  Colony. 

Mr.  Scott,  who  came  in  when  Mr.  Morris  was  speaking, 
opposed  the  motion  in  a  long  argument,  and  concluded  that 
he  is  of  opinion  this  Congress  has  power  to  form  a  Govern- 
ment ;  or,  at  least,  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  have  not  that 
power;  and  that  therefore,  in  his  opinion,  that  point  ought 
to  be  reserved,  and  a  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of 
and  report  on  that  matter. 

Thereupon,  Mr.  Sands  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Scott,  for  the  following  amendment  to  Mr.  Morris's  motion, 
to  wit :  "  I  move  that  the  words  therein  following  after  the 
word  appointed,  be  obliterated,  and  the  following  words  there 
inserted,  viz :  To  take  into  consideration  the  Resolutions  of 
Continental  Congress  of  the  15th  May  instant,  and  report 
thereon  with  all  convenient  speed." 
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Debates  arose  on  the  said  proposed  amendment.  Mr. 
Morris  supported  his  motion  in  a  long  argument  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  said  proposed  amendment. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  Mr.  Sands's  motion,  it 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  the  manner  following,  to 
wit: 

For  the  Affirmative.  For  the  JVeg-ative. 

3  Orange,  2  King's, 

8  New-York.  3  Richmond. 

2  Charlotte,  — 

3  Tryon,  4  votes. 

4  Suffolk, 

4  Westchester, — Mr.  Morris  dissented. 
4  Queen's. 

28  votes. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  nominate  and  appoint  a 
Committee  for  the  purpose  before-mentioned. 

Thereupon,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Scoit,  Mr.  Haring,  Co- 
lonel Remsen,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Cuyler,  and  Colonel 
Broome,  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  Reso- 
lutions of  Continental  Congress  of  the  15th  May  instant, 
and  that  the  said  Committee  report  thereon  with  all  conve- 
nient speed. 

As  Colonel  Remsen  is  appointed  one  of  the  Committee 
to  report  on  tiie  stations  of  the  neighbouring  Regiments  of 
Militia  in  case  of  invasions  or  alarm,  as  requested  by  General 
fVashington' s  Letterof  the  17th  instant,  wiiich  might  interfere 
with  his  attendance  on  the  Committee  above  appointed  : 

Ordered,  That  he  be  discharged  from  the  Committee  re- 
lating to  the  Militia,  and  that  Colonel  Malcom  be  added  to 
that  Committee  in  his  stead. 

A  Letter  from  General  Putnam,  dated  this  day,  was  re- 
ceived, read,  and  filed.  He  therein  mentions  that  an  old 
house  very  much  endangers  the  great  Laboratory  in  the  new 
Bridewell  near  the  Green  ;  that  Colonel  Knox  is  very  desi- 
rous to  take  it  away;  that  as  it  is  in  a  ruinous  condition  there 
is  no  inducement  to  keep  it  standing. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson  inform  the  General  that 
the  Magistrates  have  given  orders  to  remove  the  Paupers 
out  of  that  house  without  delay,  and  given  permission  to 
Colonel  Knox  to  have  it  removed  as  soon  as  it  is  evacuated. 

Die  Sabbati,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  May  25,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Bancker, 

Colonel  Remsen,  Mr.  Scoit. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 
For  Trvon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Ulster. — Major  Parks,  Mr.  Caniine,  Mr.  Hasbrouck, 

Mr.  Brewster. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Leffertse,  Captain  Jere- 
miah Vanderbilt. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gelston,  Gen.  Woodhull. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,   Mr.    Paulding,   Mr. 

Tompkins,  Mr.  Haviland. 
For  Queen's. — Mr.  Waters  Smith,Col. Blackwell,CsiptaL\n 

Lawrence. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  Malcom,  Mr.  Webster. 

Mattheio  Cantine,  Esquire,  appeared  and  produced  the 
Credentials  of  the  Deputies  chosen  to  represent  the  County 
of  Ulster  in  Provincial  Congress,  dated  at  New-Paltz,  April 
16th,  1776,  and  signed  by  Johannes  Hardenburgh,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  the.  said  County ;  whereby  it 
appears  that  Colonel  Charles  Dewitt,  Colonel  Abraham 
Hasbrouck,  Colonel  Johannes  Snyder,  Matthew  Cantine, 
Esquire,  Matthew  Rhea,  Esquire,  Mr.  Arthur  Parks,  Hen- 
ry Wisner,  Jun.,  Esquire,  and  Samuel  Brewster,  Esquire, 
were  duly  elected  to  represent  the  said  County  in  Provincial 
Congress,  with  power,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  Counties, 
to  elect  Delegates  for  this  Colony  in  Continental  Congress, 
and  a  recommendation  to  them  to  nominate  George  Clinton, 
Esquire,  as  one  of  the  said  Delegates. 

Colonel  Abraham  Hasbrouck  also  appeared  and  produced 
another  Credential  from  the  same  County,  of  the  same  date, 
and  signed  by  Johannes  Hardenburgh,  Chairman  of  the  said 
County  Committee,  whereby  it  appears  that  the  same  gen- 


tlemen were  duly  elected  to  represent  the  said  County  in 
Provincial  Congress,  and  that  any  two  of  them  be  a  quorum, 
reserving  to  the  people  of  the  County  at  large  the  right  of 
choosing  a  Delegate  for  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  said  Credentials  were  respectively  read  ;  and  tlie  ques- 
tion being  put,  whether  those  gendemen  shall  take  their  seats : 
Agreed  that  tiiose  gentlemen  (as  well  as  any  other  of  the 
gentlemen  in  the  said  Credentials  named)  take  their  seats. 

And  Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  written,  enclosing  copies 
of  the  said  Credentials,  to  tho  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Committee  of  W^ier  County,  requesting  of  them  to  transmit 
to  this  Congress,  without  delay,  a  true  statement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  Committee  relative  to  the  election  of 
Deputies  for  the  said  County  ;  and,  further,  that  they  inform 
the  Congress  of  the  reasons  for  sending  two  sets  of  Creden- 
tials, contradictory  to  each  other  with  respect  to  the  subject 
of  appointing  Delegates  for  the  Continental  Congress. 

Mr.  Sands  reported  that  he  had  spoken  with  Colonel  Cur- 
tenius  on  the  subject  of  contracting  to  supply  Captain  Ha- 
milton's Artillery  Company  with  Provisions ;  that  Colonel 
Curtenius  refused  entering  into  contract  himself,  as  he  could 
not  attend  to  the  business — his  time  being  altogether  taken 
up  with  other  publick  business ;  but  that  Cornelius  Roosevelt 
and  Wessel  Wessels  were  willing  to  contract  for  supplying 
the  said  Company  with  Provisions,  at  the  rate  of  lOAc/.  per 
ration,  and  that  Colonel  Ourtenius  would  become  surety  for 
their  true  and  faithful  performance  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sands  be  authorized  to  make  the 
said  Contract  with  those  gentlemen  on  the  terms  they  have 
offered. 

A  Return  of  the  Officers  of  a  Minute  Company  at  New- 
burgh,  in  Ulster  County,  whereby  it  appears  that  the  follow- 
ing persons  were  elected :  Uriah  Drake  Captain,  Jacob 
Lawrence  First  Lieutenant,  William  Ervin  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Thomas  Dunn  Ensign, — was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  issuing  of  Commissions  be  delayed  till 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  General  Washington's  two 
Letters  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Messrs.  John  Berrian  and  Robert  Harpur,  two  of  the 
Members  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  and  County 
of  iVew-  York,  attending,  were  admitted.  They  delivered  in 
the  Report  of  the  said  Committee  on  the  case  ofAior  Betfs, 
charged  with  having  inoculated  persons  for  the  Small-Pox; 
whereby  it  appears  that  Doctor  Betts  has,  by  the  repeated 
applications  of  the  Officers  of  the  Continental  Army,  inocu- 
lated some  of  them — particularly  Colonel  Molton,  Captain 
Parks,  Doctor  Hart,  and  Lieutenant  Broum ;  and  that  the 
said  Committee  has  committed  the  said  Azor  Betts  in  close 
custody  in  Jail  until  he  be  released  by  order  of  this  Con- 
gress. 

Messrs.  Berrian  and  Harpur  further  informed,  that  the 
wife  of  Azor  Betts,  on  her  examination,  says  that  Lieutenant 
Seymour,  from  Long-Island,  had  informed  her  that  seven 
persons  of  the  Army  (Officers,  as  she  understood)  on  Long- 
Island,  were  taking  mercurial  preparations,  and,  as  he  (the 
said  Seymour)  supposed,  were  inoculated  or  preparing  to  be 
inoculated  with  the  Small-Pox. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare  a  copy  of  the  said 
Report  of  the  General  Committee,  to  be  delivered  to  Major- 
General  Putnam,  that  he  may  give  such  directions  to  the 
Continental  Army  for  preventing  the  Small-Pox  among  them 
on  Long-Island  as  he  may  think  necessary. 

Messrs.  Berrian  and  Harpur  also  informed  the  Congress 
that  William  Newton,  of  this  City,  has  been  charged  and 
convicted  before  the  General  Committee  of  New-York  of 
violating  a  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress,  in  refu- 
sing to  receive  in  payment  the  Continental  Paper  money; 
that  the  said  Newton  has  since  consented  to  receive  the  said 
money  in  payment.  The  General  Committee  therefore  re- 
quest the  advice  and  opinion  of  this  Congress  on  a  doubt 
which  hath  arisen  in  the  said  Committee,  to  wit :  Whether 
the  said  Newton  ought,  notwithstanding  his  present  willing- 
ness to  receive  the  said  money,  to  be  held  up  to  the  publick 
as  an  enemy  to  this  country. 

The  said  Committee  were  informed,  as  the  opinion  of  this 
Congress,  that  it  would  be  most  prudent  not  to  hold  the 
said  Newton  up  to  the  publick  as  an  enemy  to  this  country ; 
provided  he  receive  the  said  money  without  interest  from 
the  day  on  which  the  same  was  tendered  to  him  in  payment 
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The  same  gentlemen  also  diilivered  in  a  cerli6ed  copy  of 
the  Proceedings  of  said  Committee  against  Mr.  Andrew 
Gauiier,  Jun.,  charged  and  convicted  by  the  said  Commit- 
tee of  violating  the  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  in 
refusing  to  receive  in  payment  the  Continental  Paper  emis- 
sion;  that  the  said  Committee  had  resolved  to  hold  Mr. 
Gauiier  up  to  the  publick  as  an  enemy  to  his  country  unless 
he  appealed  to  the  Congress ;  that  Mr.  Qautier  had  been 
sent  for,  and  attended  the  Committee,  and  made  acquainted 
with  their  determination  ;  whereuixin  the  said  Mr.  Gnutier 
informed  the  said  Committee  that  he  would  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  their  body  to  that  of  the  honourable  Provincial 
Congress. 

Thereujion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Andrew  Gautier,  Jun., 
appear  before  this  Congress  on  Wednesday  next,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  support  his  appeal  from  the  de- 
termination of  the  General  Committee  of  this  City,  on  the 
charge  exhibited  against  him  of  violating  the  Resolution  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  by  refusing  to  receive  in  payment 
the  Paper  currency  emitted  by  the  said  Congress. 

Several  Members  of  this  Congress,  now  present,  have 
not  yet  taken  the  oath  of  secrecy  as  to  such  matters  as  may 
be  charged  from  the  Chair  to  be  kept  secret.  They  were 
requested  to  be  sworn. 

Thereupon  Mr.  Jay,  Major  Pa7-/r«,  Mr.  Cantine,  Colonel 
Hasbrouck,  and  Mr.  Breivster,  came  up  to  the  Chair,  and 
were  respectively  sworn,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"I, ,  do  solemnly  swear  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelists that  I  will  keep  secret  all  such  matters  and  things  as 
shall,  by  order  of  this  Congress,  be  given  in  charge  from  the 
Chair  to  be  kept  secret,  until  leave  shall  be  given  from  the 
Chair,  by  order  of  this  or  some  future  Congress  or  Legisla- 
ture of  this  Colony,  to  reveal  the  same." 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  dangers  to  which 
this  Colony  is  exposed  by  its  intestine  enemies,  which  was 
approved  of  and  agreed  to  by  this  Congress  yesterday,  was 
again  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr. 
Haring,  and  Colonel  Remsen,  be  a  Committee  to  frame  a 
Law  of  this  Congress  in  pursuance  of,  and  according  to,  the 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  Resolutions  contained  and  agreed 
to  in  that  Report ; 

And  Ordered,  That  the  said  Committee  report  with  all 
convenient  speed.  . 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration General  Washington's  two  Letters  on  the  subject 
of  appointing  the  stations  and  places  of  rendezvous  of  the 
Militia,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
till  Tuesday  next. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Remsen,  Colonel  Makom,  Colo- 
nel Broome,  Colonel  Blackwell,  Captain  Wickham,  Mr. 
Cortelyou,  and  Mr.  Scott,  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  state  of  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  and  proper 
dispositions  of  the  same,  and  that  they  report  with  all  con- 
venient speed. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  o(  Kingston,  dated  the  22d 
instant,  signed  by  William  Ellsworth,  Chairman,  enclosing 
the  Examinations  oi  James  and  Lemuel  Monger,  charged 
with  counterfeiting  and  passing  Bills  of  Credit  of  the  Con- 
tinental emission,  and  the  emission  of  the  Congress  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut — that  said  Mongers  are  in  Kingston 
Jail,  and  the  Committee  request  the  advice  of  this  Congress 
in  the  premises ;  they  also  mention  that  Godfrey  Hains, 
heretofore  sent  to  said  Jail,  had  made  his  escape. 

Ordered,  That  those  Examinations  remain  until  the  case 
of  the  Money-makers,  now  confined  in  New-York,  be  re- 
sumed. 

The  Petition  of  Israel  and  Isaac  Youngs,  praying  to  be 
discharged  or  admitted  to  bail,  was  read.* 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  lie  on  the  table. 

*  To  the  Honourable  the  Members  of  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the 
Province  o/New-Yohk,  convened  in  Congress: 

The  Petition  of  IsBAit  Yousos  atiil  Isaac  Yockgs,  of  the  Township 
o/'HusTiNDTOif,  on  the  Island  of  Nasbii, in  the  Province  ofNiW- 
YoBK,  humbly  ihotveth : 

That  some  time  ia  Ihe  month  of  February  last  Henry  Dawhins,  late 
of  this  dty ,  Engraver,  came  to  the  dwelling-liouse  of  your  Petitioner,  the 
gaid  Israel  Youngs,  and  desired  to  board  with  him  for  a  week  or  two, 


Colonel  Henry  Remsen,  from  the  Committee  to  consider 
of  the  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  15th 
of  May,  for  forming  a  Government,  delivered  in  a  Report ; 
which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  deferred  until 
Monday  morning,  to  be  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Morris  had  leave  of  absence  until  Monday  morning. 
Mr.  Jay  the  like,  their  Counties  being  represented  with- 
out them. 

Mr.  Conner  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  Congress 
do  adjourn  until  Monday  next. 

For  to-morrow.  For  Monday. 

4  SiilTolk.  2  Richmond. 

4  Westchester.  2  King's. 

8  New-Yorli.  4  Queen's. 

4  Ulster.  — 

3  Orange.  8 

2  Charlotte. 

3  Tryon. 

28 

The  Deputies  from  Richmond  and  Queen's  Counties 
asked  for  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  until  nine  o'clock 
on  Monday  morning. 

Die  Solis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  May  26,  1776.  J 

Present : 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Randall,  Colonel  Brooms,  Colonel 

Remsen,  Mr.  Bancker. 
For  Albany. 
For  Dutchkss. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Paulding,  Mr. 

Haviland. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Mr.  Brewster,  Major 

Parks,  Mr.  Cantine. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Makom. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Alexander  Hamilton,  dated  this 
day,  requesting  for  his  Company  the  pay  of  the  Continental 
Army,  the  bounty  of  Frocks,  and  some  expenses  of  his  Offi- 
cers in  recruiting,  was  read  and  filed. 

Thereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  Artillery  Company  of 
the  said  Captain  Hamilton  be  allowed  the  same  pay  as  the 
Continental  Artillery,  and  that  the  said  Captain  Hamilton 
receive  ten  Shillings  for  every  man  he  has  or  shall  inlist,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  men,  and  that  each  of  the  men  of 
said  Company  be  allowed  a  Frock  as  bounty. 

which  he  consented  to ;  that  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  desired  to 
continue  boarding  with  him  for  a  longer  time,  which  he  agreed  to ;  that 
the  said  Henry  Da-whim,  some  time  after  being  at  his  house,  acquainted 
him  that  if  he  had  a  printing-jiress  he  could  make  a  very  good  living 
there,  for  several  of  the  hatlers  had  spoken  to  him  to  print  papers  to  put 
ill  their  hats,  and  sundry  other  matters  which  he  could  print,  by  which 
he  could  make  a  good  living,  and  wrote  a  letter  by  your  Petitioner,  the 
said  Israel,  (who  was  then  going  to  A'ew-  I'orh  to  buy  wheat,)  to  a  per- 
son in  that  city,  whom  he  desired  to  send  him  a  printing-press  by  your 
Petitioner,  the  said  Israel;  that  your  Petitioner,  the  said  Israel,  delivered 
the  said  letter  to  the  said  person  to  whom  it  was  directed,  who  accord- 
ingly sent  a  printing-press,  put  up  in  a  box,  by  your  Petitioner,  the  said 
Israel ;  that  after  the  said  Henry  Daxukins  had  got  the  said  [>rinting- 
press,  and  not  before,  he  told  your  Petitioner,  the  said  Israel,  that  he  could 
make  as  good  money  as  ever  was,  undiscovered,  which  your  Petitioner, 
the  said  Israel,  told  your  other  Petitioner,  the  said  Isaac  Youngs,  of, 
who  replied,  that  he  thought  if  he  could  it  would  be  a  sin,  and  that  he 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  which  your  Petitioner,  the  said  Israel, 
also  declared.  'J'hat  your  Petitioners  have  ever  supported  the  character  of 
honest  men  and  friends  to  the  liberties  of  this  country,  of  which  they  can 
produce  undeniable  proof,  until  it  was  their  misfortune  to  fall  in  with 
the  said  Henry  Dawhins  in  manner  before-mentioned ;  that  they  are 
ready  to  prove  their  innocency  whenever  this  honourable  Congress  shall 
be  pleased  to  direct  an  inquiry  to  be  made  for  that  purpose,  which  they 
most  ardently  pray  for,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  they  may  be  admitted 
to  give  bail  or  security  for  their  appearance. 

Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  most  humbly  pray  that  the  honourable 
Congress  would  be  pleased  to  take  their  case  under  consideration,  and 
appoint  some  short  day  for  their  trial,  or  admit  them,  or  such  one  of 
them  as  they  shall  be  pleased,  to  bail  for  their  appearance  until  they  can 
be  tried,  or  grant  such  other  relief  in  the  premises  as  in  their  Justice  and 
wisdom  shall  seem  fit. 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

IsuAKL  Youngs 
Isaac  Yousks. 

New-Yobk,  May  25,  1776. 
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Die  Lunm,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  May  37,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  Nf.w-York. — Colonel  Jay,  Colonel  Rcmsen,  Colonel 

Broome,  Mr.  Randall,  Captain  Denning,  Colonel  Bra- 
sher, Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Lewis. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Richmond. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Ilashrouck,  I\lr.  Brewster,  Major 

Parks,  Mr.  Cantine. 
For  Queen's. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Suffolk. — Gen.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Wiclcham. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Haviland,  Mr. 

Tompkins. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Vanderhilt. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  Malcom,  Mr.  Webster. 

Colonel  Remsen  represented  to  the  Congress  that  many 
persons  were  confined  by  order  of  this  and  the  former  Con- 
gress and  Committee  of  Safety,  and  the  necessity  of  appoint- 
ing a  Standing  Committee  to  examine  and  discharge  such  of 
them  as  shall  appear  to  be  innocent  of  the  charges  alleged 
against  them. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Cuyler, 
Colonel  Remsen,  Colonel  Malcom,  Colonel  Brasher,  or  any 
three  of  them,  be  a  Standing  Committee  to  take  examina- 
tion of  and  try  all  such  persons  as  are  taken  into  custody  by 
order  of  this  or  any  former  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety 
of  this  Colony,  as  also  all  such  persons  as  shall  hereafter  be 
taken  into  custody  by  order  of  this  Congress  or  their  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  excepting  those  already  committed  on  sus- 
picion of  counterfeiting  Paper  currency ;  that  the  said  Com- 
mittee have  power  to  call  in  and  examine  witnesses  and 
pa))ers  for  that  purpose ;  and  further,  that  the  said  Com- 
mittee be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  discharge  all 
such  Prisoners  as  shall,  on  full  inquiry,  appear  to  said  Com- 
mittee to  be  innocent  ol"  the  charges  alleged  against  them 
respectively ;  that  the  said  Committee  keep  a  record  of  their 
proceedings  in  the  premises,  and  to  recommit  all  such  of  the 
said  Prisoners  as  they  shall  find  guilty,  and  report  them,  with 
their  crimes,  and  the  substance  of  the  evidence  that  shall 
have  been  given  for  and  against  them. 

A  Letter  from  General  Putnam,  relating  to  Amos  Bull 
and  some  other  Prisoners  who  had  been  taken  by  one  of  the 
Military  Guards,  was  read.  A  Memorandum  enclosed  in 
the  said  Letter  was  also  read.  The  said  Memorandum  con- 
tains the  names  of  sundry  witnesses  against  John  Beck  and 
Mary,  his  wife,  on  a  charge  of  attempting  to  supply  Pi-o- 
visions  to  the  Ships-of-War,  and  refers  to  parts  of  a  Letter 
in  custody  of  one  of  the  Secretaries ;  and  also  contains  a 
Memorandum  that  a  Frenchman,  known  by  the  name  of  Dr. 
Du  Buke,  had  been  taking  notes  on  the  Batteries  and  Fort 
with  a  pencil. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson  wait  pereonally  on  the 
General  Committee  of  this  City,  now  silting,  and  deliver  to 
them  General  Putnam^s  Letter,  and  all  the  other  papers  in 
his  custody  relative  thereto,  and  give  them  such  other  inform- 
ation on  tiiat  subject  as  he  may  have  obtained,  that  the  said 
General  Committee  may  proceed  thereon. 

It  was  suggested  to  the  Congress  that  some  gentlemen 
are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  advantageous  for  the  defence 
of  this  Colony  to  impede  the  navigation  between  Red-Hook, 
on  Nassau-Island,  and  Bedlow's  Island,  if  the  same  cao  be 
done. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Malcom  and  Captain 
Daniel  Shaw,  and  such  persons  as  they  shall  think  pro- 
per to  take  to  their  assistance  for  the  purpose,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  to  sound  the  depth  of  the  water  be- 
tween Red-Hook,  on  Nassau-Island,  and  Bedlow's  Island, 
and  make  report  of  their  doings  to  this  Congress ;  and  that 
they  apply  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental 
Troops  in  this  Colony  for  permission  to  perform  the  said 
service  without  interruption  or  molestation  from  the  troops 
on  board. 

Mr.  Covenhoven  was  duly  sworn  and  took  the  usual  oath 
of  secrecy. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  the  Congress  proceed- 
ed to  hear  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Resolution 


of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  15th  of  May  relating 
to  a  new  form  of  Government.  The  same  was  read,  and 
being  again  read  by  paragraphs,  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

1st.  That  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  right 
of  framing,  creating,  or  remodelling  Civil  Government  is 
and  ought  to  be  in  liie  People. 

'2dly.  That  as  the  present  form  of  Government  by  Con- 
gress and  Committees  in  this  Colony  originated  from,  so  it 
depends  on,  the  free  and  uncontrolled  choice  of  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof. 

3dly.  That  the  said  form  of  Government  was  instituted 
while  the  old  form  of  Government  still  subsisted,  and,  there- 
fore, is  necessarily  subject  to  many  defects,  which  could  not 
then  be  remedied  by  any  new  institutions. 

4thly.  That  by  the  voluntary  abdication  of  the  late  Gover- 
nour,  Tryon,  the  dissolution  of  our  Assembly  for  want  of  due 
prorogation,  and  the  open  and  unwarrantable  hostilities  com- 
mitted against  the  persons  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants 
of  all  the  United  Colonies  in  North-America  by  the  British 
Fleets  and  Armies,  under  the  authority,  and  by  the  express 
direction  and  appointment  of,  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons 
oi  Great  Britain,  the  said  old  form  of  Government  is  become, 
ipso  facto,  dissolved  ;  whereby  it  hath  become  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  to  institute  a  new 
and  regular  form  of  internal  Government  and  Police,  the 
supreme  Legislative  and  Executive  power  in  which  should, 
for  the  present,  wholly  reside  and  be  within  this  Colony,  in 
exclusion  of  all  foreign  and  external  power,  authority,  domi- 
nion, jurisdiction,  and  pre-eminence  whatsoever. 

Sthly.  That  doubts  have  arisen  whether  this  Congress 
are  invested  with  sufficient  authority  to  frame  and  institute 
such  new  form  of  internal  Government  and  Police. 

6thly.  That  those  doubts  can,  and  of  right  ought  to,  be 
removed  by  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  only. 

7thly.  That  until  such  new  form  of  internal  Police  and 
Government  be  constitutionally  established,  or  until  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  for  which  this  Congress  was  elected,  this 
Congress  ought  to  continue  in  the  full  exercise  of  their  present 
authority,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  ought  to  give  the  good  peo- 
ple of  each  several  and  respective  County  in  this  Colony 
full  opportunity  to  remove  the  said  doubts,  either  by  decla- 
ring their  respective  Representatives  in  this  Congress,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Representatives  of  the  other  Counties 
respectively,  competent  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  such 
new  form  of  internal  Police  and  Government,  and  adding 
to  their  number,  if  they  shall  think  proper,  by  electing  others 
in  the  stead  of  the  present  Members,  or  any  or  either  of 
them,  and  increasing  (if  they  should  deem  it  necessary)  the 
number  of  Deputies  from  each  County,  with  the  like  powers 
as  are  now  vested  in  this  Congress,  and  with  express  autho- 
rity to  institute  and  establish  such  new  and  internal  form  of 
Government  and  Police  as  aforesaid. 

8thly.  That  therefore  this  House  take  some  order,  to  be 
publickly  notified  throughout  the  several  Counties  in  this 
Colony,  whereby  the  inhabitants  of  each  County  respec- 
tively, on  a  given  day  to  be  appointed  in  each  of  them 
respectively  by  this  Congress  for  the  purpose,  may,  by  plu- 
rality of  voices,  either  confirm  their  present  Representatives 
respectively  in  this  Congress  in  their  present  power,  and 
with  express  authority,  in  conjunction  with  the  Representa- 
tives in  this  Congress  for  the  other  Counties,  to  institute  a 
new  internal  form  of  Government  and  Police  for  this  Colo- 
ny, suited  to  the  present  critical  emergency,  and  to  continue 
in  full  force  and  effect  until  a  future  peace  with  Great  Bri- 
tain shall  render  the  same  unnecessary,  or  elect  new  Mem- 
bers for  that  purpose  to  take  seat  in  Congress,  in  ])lace  of 
those  Members  respectively  who  shall  not  be  so  confirmed. 
The  whole  number  to  be  capable  of  such  addition  or  in- 
crease in  each  respective  County  as  aforesaid. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Henry  Remsen,  Chairman. 

The  said  Report  being  considered,  was  accepted. 

Mr.  CotiewAo«cM  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  Vanderhilt  dissent  from 
said  fourth  paragraph  and  the  seventh  and  eighth  para- 
graphs. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Haring,  be 
a  Committee  to  take  said  Report  and  frame  it  into  Resolu- 
tions to  be  published. 

The  office  of  Captain  of  the  Company  of  Light-Horse 
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in  the  City  and  County  of  New-York  becoming  vacant  by 
the  promotion  o(  Abraham  P.  Lott  to  the  Colonelcy  of  the 
Tiiird  Regiment  of  Militia,  Mr.  John  Leary,  Jun.,  is  re- 
turned a  Captain  of  the  said  Company  vice  Abraham  P. 
Lott,  Peter  Keitktas  First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Jicekman 
Comet,  and  Jeremiah  Allen  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  those  gentlemen  re- 
spectively.    And  they  were  issued  accordingly. 

Monday,  5  o'clock  P.M.,  May  27,  1776. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
Fob  New-Yokk. — Mr.  Ahop,  Mr.  &ott,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr. 

Van  Zandt,  Captain  Denning. 
F"oR  Albany. — Mr.  Glenn. 
For  Suffolk. — General    Woodhull,    Mr.   Wickham,   Mr. 

Gelston. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Ha- 

viland. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Jeremiah  Vanderhilt. 
For  LTlster. — Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Brewster,  Major  Parkes, 

Colonel  Hasbrouck. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

Mr.  Vanderbilt  had  leave  of  absence  this  afternoon. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Brewster,  and  Mr. 
Paulding,  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the 
several  Reports  upon  Lead  Mines,  and  report  thereon  to 
this  House. 

A  Letter  from  Cornelius  Swartwout  was  read.  He  prays 
to  be  appointed  a  Third  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Bowman's 
Company.* 

Ordered,  That  he  be  appointed  accordingly,  and  that 
John  Reid,  Jun.,  be  Second  Lieutenant  of  said  Company. 

A  Petition  from  the  City  Committee  of  New- York,  to 
enable  them  to  build  sheds  for  the  Poor  in  Westchester 
County,  was  read.  After  some  time  spent  in  consideration 
thereof,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr.  Haviland, 
Mr.  Glenn,  and  Colonel  Hasbrouck,  to  report  thereon. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Robert  Harpur,  Chairman  of  the  City 
Committee  of  New-York,  was  read.  He  thereby  informs 
that  they  have  sent  Mrs.  Beck  to  Jail  for  sending  Provisions 
on  board  the  Ships-ot-War.  f 


Die  Martis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  May  28, 1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Petrus  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Ahop,  Mr.  Beekman,  Colonel  Broome,  Co- 
lonel Remsen,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Sands. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  De  Lavergne. 

•  New-Yobk,  Marf  25,  1776. 
HosocRABLE  Gentlsmen  :  I  am  requested  by  Captain  Bauman  to 
lay  before  your  Honours  that,  with  his  approbation,  I  have  done  duty  in 
bis  Company  of  .\rtillery  as  Third  Lieutenant,  and  have  recruited  great 
part  of  the  men  both  in  town  and  country.  I  have  already  passed  review 
before  Lord  Stirling.  His  Lordship  and  Colonel  Knox  baving  given 
orders  for  the  Company  to  pass  general  muster  with  the  Regiment  of  Ar- 
tillery to-morrow  morning,  I  beg  your  Honours  will  be  pleased  to  grant 
me  that  appointment,  which  will  confer  an  honour  upon  me,  who  always 
have  been,  and  ever  shall  be,  ready  to  lay  down  my  life  in  defence  of  my 
country. 

•  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  honourable  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
■ervant,  Coiinklius  Swaktwoct. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  J\i'e-wYark. 

I  Committee-Chamber,  New-York,  May  27, 1776. 
GiJCTiEMiK :  In  consequence  of  information  being  laid  before  this 
Committee  o!  Margaret  Beck  her  having  frequently  sent  provisions  on 
board  the  ships  of  war,  in  violation  of  a  Resolution  of  the   honourable 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  bearing  date  the  18th  day  of 
.April  last,  we  proceeded  to  examine  sundry  evidences  thereon  upon  oath, 
and  find  by  them  and  her  own  confession  that  she  has  three  several  times 
attempted  to  violate  the  said  Resolution,  and  in  two  of  which  she  has  suc- 
ceeded.    We  have,  therefore,  sent  her  in  safe  custody  to  the  City  Jail, 
nntil  your  fuither  pleasure  shall  be  known  concerning  her. 
We  are,  respectfully,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Robert  Harpi7b,  Deputy  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  JSTew-Tork, 


For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Ha- 
viland, Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  jB/acZfweZ/,  Captain  Lawrence,  Mr. 

Smith. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Mr.  Brewster,  Mr. Can- 
fane,  Major  Parks. 
For  Tbyon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Suffolk. — General   Woodhull,   Mr.    Wickham,   Mr. 

Gelston. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Klng's. — Mr.  Pothemus. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Cortehjou,  Mr.  Journey. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 

A  Letter  from  Petrus  Schoonmaker,  Captain  of  a  Com- 
pany of  Militia  in  Colonel  Paivling's  Regiment,  of  Ulster 
County.  Ho  complains  that  the  Committee  have  not  given 
him  his  proper  rank  in  the  Regiment ;  therefore  has  re- 
turned his  Commission  to  the  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Letter  be  referred  to  the 
Deputies  for  Ulster  Comity. 

A  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Jacob  Lawrence,  of  a  Minute 
Company  in  Ulster  County.  He  informs  Congress  that 
himself,  Ensign  Dunn,  and  Sergeant  Lane,  marched  eight 
days,  through  four  different  Precincts,  to  fetch  seventeen  of 
their  men  to  go  to  Fort  Montgomery ;  for  which  they  have 
not  been  paid.  * 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  Mem- 
bers. 

A  Letter  from  Paul  Micheau,  Esquire,  of  Richmond 
County,  setting  forth  that  his  bad  state  of  health  renders  it 
impossible  for  him  to  attend  Congress  as  Deputy  from  said 
County,  f 

Postponed  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith  informed  Congress  that  Captain  Baylie's 
Company  of  Militia,  and  also  some  of  the  Minute-men  in 
the  Township  of  Jamaica,  stood  in  great  need  of  some  Gun- 
powder, and  requested  that  a  small  quantity  be  ordered  to 
be  delivered  to  the  General  Committee  of  Q«ee?i'«  County, 
to  be  dealt  out  among  the  men  of  the  said  Company. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norivood,  Commissary 
of  Colony  Stores,  deliver  to  Captain  Ephraim  Baylie  one 
hundred  weight  of  Gunpowder,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the 
same. 

And  Ordered,  That  Captain  Baylie  deliver  the  said  Gun- 
powder to  the  County  Committee  of  Queen's  County,  who 
are  requested  to  distribute  the  same  to  the  Minute-men  and 
Militia  of  the  said  County,  who  may  appear  to  the  said 
Committee  to  be  well  affected  to  the  American  cause ;  the 
said  County  Committee  to  stand  charged  for  said  Powder  at 
the  rate  of  £25  per  hundred  ;  and  the  Chairman  is  requested 
to  take  care  that  the  sum  of  £25  be  remitted  to  this  Con- 
gress, or  their  Treasurer,  for  said  Gunpowder. 

Colonel  Fleming  attending,  was  admitted.  He  returned 
General  Putnam's  thanks  for  the  exertions  of  this  Congress, 
and  the  General  Committee  of  the  City,  for  their  commit- 

•  New-York,  May  27,  1776. 
Whereas  these  are  to  certify  that  Colonel  Palmer  sent  marching 
orders  to  Captain  Uriah  Drake,  then  Captain  of  a  Minute  Company, 
and  on  the  25lh  of  March  last  past  we  marched  to  J^'eivhurgh,  in  the 
County  of  Ulster,  and  about  seventeen  of  our  men  not  appearing,  Captain 
Drake  gave  me  and  Ensign  Dunn  and  Sergeant  Lane,  warrants  from 
under  his  hand  and  seal  to  go  and/etch  those  men  down, — they  living 
in  four  different  Precincts,  it  took  us  eight  days,  from  the  first  day  of  our 
marching,  before  we  arrived  at  the  garrison  at  Fort  Montgomery.  Our 
not  having  anything  allowed  for  the  above-said  eight  days,  the  honour- 
able Congress  will  please  to  take  it  into  consideration,  and  act  thereon 
as  in  their  wisdom  shall  appear  to  them  to  be  just ;  and  their  humble  Pe- 
titioner shall,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  for  them  pray. 

Jacob  Lawbekce,  Lieutenant. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  oi  JVe^o-Yo^k. 

•j-  RicHMOsn  CouNTT,  May  25,  1776. 

Sin  :  I  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  rendering  my  reasons  for  not 
attending  in  Congress.  I  have  been  in  a  bad  stnte  of  healih  for  some 
months ;  in  fact  have  been  much  indisposed  since  September  last,  at- 
tended with  a  fever,  and  pain  in  my  breast,  which  renders  me  incapable 
of  transacting  any  publick  business,  having  for  some  lime  been  obliged 
to  pay  a  clerk  to  do  the  business  of  my  office. 

I  hope  our  County  is  fully  represented  in  Congress  without  me;  if  not, 
expect  you  will  make  an  order  on  our  Committee  to  convene  the  people 
to  appoint  another  in  my  place — making  not  the  least  doubt  but  the 
above  reasons  will  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant,  Paul  Micheau. 

To  J^athaniel  Woidhull,  Esq. 
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ment  of  Doctor  Azor  Beits,  and  their  extraordinary  exertions 
to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  Small-Pox  among  the  Con- 
tinental Army.  And  he  requested  to  know  whether  this 
Congress  will  consent  that  he  publish  the  copy  of  the 
determination  of  the  City  Committee  and  of  this  Congress 
on  that  subject. 

The  Congress  returned  their  thanks  to  General  Putnam 
for  his  polite  message,  and  will  send  him  an  answer  as  to 
publishing  the  determination  of  the  Committee  and  Report 
of  this  Congress. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  the  Congress  proceeded 
to  hear  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  General  Washing- 
ton's two  Letters  on  the  subject  of  having  a  part  of  the 
Militia  at  all  times  ready  on  any  alarm  to  join  the  Continen- 
tal Troops  ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  postponed  till  the  afternoon. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Cornelius  Steenrod,  dated  this  day, 
was  read  and  filed.*  He -therein  mentions  that  he  did 
not  receive  his  Warrant  to  inlist  a  Company  in  the  Conti- 
nental service  until  the  27th  of  last  month,  but  had  engaged 
many  of  his  men  on  the  9th  day  of  the  month.  That  about 
twenty  of  the  said  men  have  refused,  and  still  do  refuse,  to 
join  the  Company,  unless  they  be  allowed  pay  from  that 
day.  He  also  informs  that  two  of  his  men  are  confined 
under  guard  by  Captain  Hobby,  as  persons  who  have  also 
inlisted  in  his  Company.  And  Captain  Steenrod  requests 
the  direction  of  this  Congress  in  the  premises. 

The  Congress  are  of  opinion  that  Captain  Steenrod  ought 
not  to  receive  pay  for  any  of  the  men  in  his  Company  prior 
to  the  date  of  his  Warrant ;  and  for  such  of  his  men  who 
inlisted  after  the  date  of  his  Warrant,  only  from  the  time  of 
their  respective  inlistment. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  write  a  Letter  to 
Captain  Steenrod  to  this  effect. 

Mr.  James  Livingston  and  Dr.  Benjamin  De  Lavergne, 
two  Members  from  Dutchess  County,  having  this  morning 
attended  and  taken  their  seats,  the  said  two  gentlemen,  at 
the  Chair,  were  respectively  duly  sworn,  and  took  the  gene- 
ral oath  of  secrecy  as  before  entered  on  the  Minutes,  to  keep 
secret  all  such  matters  and  things  as  shall  be  given  in  charge 
by  order  of  this  Congress  to  be  kept  secret  until  leave  shall 
be  given  by  the  like  order  to  divulge  the  same. 

Colonel  Malcom  came  into  the  Congress,  and  reported  the 
Soundings  between  Red-Hook  and  the  Pest-Island. 

The  Report  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  returned  to  Colonel  Malcom,  to  be 
amended  and  reduced  to  a  scale. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  Law 
or  set  of  Resolutions  of  this  Congress  to  prevent  the  dangei-s 
to  which  this  Colony  is  exposed  by  its  internal  enemies, 
brought  in  the  Report  of  the  said  Committee,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  delivered  in  at  the  Chair,  f     The 

•New-York,  Mat/  28, 1776. 
Whereas  I  diJ,  on  the  9th  day  of  last  month,  inlist  a  nunaber  of  men 
upon  condition  that  if  I  went  into  the  Continental  service,  then  they 
were  to  go  with  me — some  of  which  are  now  in  ray  Company,  and 
others  of  them  have  not  yet  joined  the  Regiment,  and  will  not  unless 
they  are  assured  of  their  drawing  pay  from  the  said  9th  day,  although 
my  warrant  was  dated  on  the  27th.  Provided  they  are  allowed  pay  from 
the  9th  day,  they  will  immediately  join  my  Company,  but  otherwise  not. 
Two  of  those  men  are  now,  and  have  been  for  some  days  past,  under 
guard,  by  reason  of  a  claim  Captain  Hobby  makes  by  their  inlisting  con- 
ditionally under  him;  the  truth  of  which,  should  be  glad  the  honourable 
Congress  might  know.  Your  Petitioner  earnestly  desires  the  above  to 
be  considered  by  you,  gentlemen,  and  the  resolve  to  be  transmitted  to 
him  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be;  who,  in  duly  bound,  shall  ever  for 
you  pray.  Cohnflius  SxEENaOD,  Captain. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  J\reiv-York. 

P.  8.  I  have  settled  with  all  those  who  inlisted  under  me  on  the  said 
9th  day,  excepting  twenty;  and  should  it  be  judged  by  you,  gentlemen, 
agreeable  to  my  Petition,  shall  immediately  send  for  them,  as  above. 

C  Steenhou. 

I  Whereas  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  by  their  Resolve 
of  the  6lh  day  of  October  last,  did  recommend  to  the  several  Provincial 
Assemblies  or  Conventions,  and  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety,  to 
arrest  and  secure  every  person  in  their  respective  Colonies  whose  going 
at  large  might,  in  their  opinion,  endanger  the  safety  of  the  Colony  or  the 
liberties  of  America ;  and  whereas  his  Excellency  General  IVasliington 
hath  lately  exhibited  to  this  Congress  sundry  informations  and  evidences, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  enemies  oi  American  liberty  have  a  general 
communication  with  each  other  through  this  and  part  of  the  neighbouring 
Colonies;  by  reason  whereof  the  influence  of  the  Jiritish  Government  is 
much  extended,  and  the  minds  of  the  people  poisoned  by  false  reports 
and  suggestions : 


same  was  again  read  through,  and  was  then  read  paragraph 
by  paragraph.     On  reading  the  third -paragraph  of  the  pre- 
amble, and  the  question   being  put  thereon,  whether  the 
Congress  agrees  with  this  Committee  in  their  Report  ? 
Richmond  County  voted  against  it. 


Die  Martis,  P.  M.,  May  28,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brig.  Gen.  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 
FoK  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  LevAs,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr. 

P.  Van  Cortlandt,  Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr. 

Jay,  Mr.  Beekman,  Colonel  Remscn,  Mr.  Bancker. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Dc  Lavergne. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine,  Major  Parkes,  Colonel  Has- 

brouck. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Ha- 

viland,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Cortelyou,  Mr.  Conner. 
For   Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,   Mr.  Wickham,   Mr. 

Gelston. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell,  Mr.  Smith,  Captain 

Lawrence. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 
For  King's. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

Captain  Jeremiah  Wool,  attending,  was  admitted.  He  in- 
formed the  Congress  that  the  persons  under  guard,  charged 
with  counterfeiting  Continental  and  Provincial  Money,  were 
not  properly  attended  to  by  some  of  the  Guards,  and  that 

And  whereas  many  ill-disposed  persons  have  lately  resorted  unto  and 
a  great  number  dwell  in  Kitig'a  County,  particularly  in  the  southern  and 
eastern  parts  thereof;  and  there  are  also  several  ill-disposed  persons  in 
the  City  and  County  oij\re%v-York,  in  Kinff's  County,  Jiichmond  County, 
and  in  sundry  other  parts  of  this  Colony,  many  of  whom  will  most  pro- 
bably take  up  arms  on  the  part  of  our  foes  whenever  they  shall  see  a  pros- 
pect of  success : 

And  whereas  from  the  various  reports  and  the  best  intelligence  which 
can  be  obtained  from  Europe,  as  also  from  the  positive  assertions  of  the 
disaffected  throughout  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  and  from  the 
measures  by  them  taken,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  that  a  large  hostile 
armament  will  soon  arrive  in  this  Colony : 

And  whereas  many  of  those  who  now  hold  offices  and  commissions 
under  the  Crown,  and  many  others  who  are  generally  reputed  inimical  to 
American  liberty,  will  be  liable  to  suffer  injuries  from  the  resentment  of 
the  people,  and  the  Colony  in  general  exposed  to  great  danger  from  the 
active  exertions  of  those  among  us  who  are  determined  to  assist  in  the 
subjection  of  America  : 

Wherefore,  as  well  out  of  regard  to  the  safety  of  individuals  as  for 
the  general  welfare  of  America,  it  is  highly  and  indispensably  necessary 
to  take  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  prevent  the  hostile  intentions  of 
our  foes,  to  stop  the  channels  of  intelligence  and  communication  among 
the  disali'ected,  and  to  quell  the  spirit  of  opposition  which  hath  hitherto 
prevailed ;  for  which  purposes  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  the  following  per- 
sons be  apprehended,  by  the  assistance  of  the  Continental  troops  now 
stationed  in  and  near  this  City,  to  wit : 
•  •••••••• 

That be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  now  here,  upon  the  subject  of  apprehending  the  persons  above- 
named  and  to  superintend  the  taking  of  them ;  that  upon  and  after  the 
apprehending  of  the  said  persons,  such  of  them  as  shall  give  good  and 
sufficient  security  on  oalh  and  otherwise,  as  the  said  Committee  shall 
think  proper,  that  they  will  not  be  concerned  in  any  measures  taken  or 
to  be  taken  against  the  United  American  Colonies,  or  any  or  either  of 
them ;  and  that  they  will  discover  all  measures  taken,  or  to  be  taken,  against 
the  said  Colonies,  or  any,  or  either  of  them,  as  far  as  the  same  shall  come 
to  their  knowledge  respectively,  be  permitted  to  go  at  large. 

That  as  to  such  persons  as  shall  refuse  such  security,  it  shall  be  taken 
in  the  discretion  of  the  said  Committee  to  admit  as  many  of  the  said  per- 
sons as  may,  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  Committee,  be  safely  trusted, 
on  their  parole  or  word  of  honour  to  reside  in  such  part  of  one  of  the 
neighbouring  Colonies  as  shall  be  chosen  by  the  said  respective  persons, 
approved  of  by  the  said  Committee,  such  persons  giving  their  parole  or 
word  of  honour  respectively  to  the  said  Committee  to  reside  in  the  place 
marked  out  as  aforesaid  for  their  residence  until  the  further  order  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  to  be  subject  to  such  order  as  to  their  removal 
to  any  other  p  ace. 

That  all  such  persons  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  Committee,  cannot 
safely  be  trusted  on  their  said  parole,  or  if  to  be  trusted,  shall  refuse  to 
give  such  parole,  shall  be  reported  to  this  Congress,  to  be  severally  dealt 
with  as  this  Congress  shall  think  proper.     And 

That  it  be  recommended  to  all  the  General  County  Committees  in  the 
several  Counties  in  this  Colony  to  apprehend  all  persons  holding  military 
commissions  under  the  King  of  Great  Britain ;  and  also  all  such  persons 
holding  civil  offices  under  the  said  King,  or  being  possessed  of  influence 
in  their  respective  Counties  as  are  suspected  of  holding  principles  inimi- 
cal to  the  said  United  Colonics ;  and  after  they  shall  have  been  apprehend- 
ed, to  ileal  wiih  them  in  such  manner  as  is  prescribed  for  the  conduct  of 
the  Committee  above-aamed. 
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there  is  great  danger  of  an  escape*  Thereupon,  tlie  Con- 
gress made  the  following  Order,  to  wit : 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress  that 
Israel  Youngs,  Isaac  Youngs,  Henry  DaivJcins,  and  Laac 
Ketcham,  committed  to  the  custody  of  Guards  appointed  by 
General  Washington,  at  the  request  of  divers  Members  of 
this  Congress,  on  suspicion  of  counterfeiting  the  Continental 
Money  and  tliat  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  are  medita- 
ting their  escape : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  persons  be  forthwith  put  in  irons, 
and  kept  in  the  place  where  they  now  are,  and  that  the 
Guards  be  directed  not  to  permit  any  person  to  have  access 
to  them  without  license  from  this  Congress  till  the  further 
order  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Jeremiah  Wool  be  requested  to 
see  this  order,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  putting  the  said  per- 
sons in  irons,  duly  executed. 

And  Ordered,  further.  That  Captain  Wool  be  requested 
to  provide  the  said  persons  with  necessary  Provisions  at  their 
own  particular  expense,  and  that  the  said  Guard  permit 
Captain  Wool  to  enter  the  room  where  tiie  said  persons  are 
confined  whenever  he  shall  think  necessary,  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  them  with  Provisions  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Order  be  deliver- 
ed to  Captain  Wool,  who  is  requested  to  deliver  the  same 
to  the  Officer  of  the  Guard,  to  be  handed  to  the  different 
Officers  who  shall  relieve  the  said  Guard  from  time  to 


tune. 


A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Newtown,  dated  yester- 
day, was  read  and  filed.  They  therein  inform  that,  on  com- 
plaint of  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nexvtown  against  John 
Moore,  Jun.,  of  a  fresh  insult  to  the  United  Colonies,  by 
hoisting,  or  suffering  to  be  hoisted,  on  his  ground  a  large  Flag 
in  imitation  of  the  King's  Standard  ;  and  as  he  had  refused  to 
give  sufficient  satisfaction  to  the  Committee,  that  they  have 
sent  him  down  to  this  Congress  for  examination,  together  with 
a  Flaof,  under  a  guard,  by  Captain  Abraham  Remsen. 

Captain  Abraham  Remsen,  with  the  said  Flag,  and  John 
Moore,  Jun.,  the  prisoner,  were  brought  in. 

John  Moore,  Jun.,  examined,  says :  That  it  was  a  parcel 
of  school-boys  who  go  to  school  in  Newtown,  who  hoisted 
colours  on  his  field ;  that  he  first  saw  them  on  a  small,  and 
afterwards  on  a  high,  pole  of  fifteen  or  twenty  feet ;  that  he 
does  not  know  whose  colours  they  are,  and  why  they  were 
put  up ;  that  he  first  saw  them  hoisted  on  a  fast-day;  that 
the  boys  told  him  they  got  the  colours  of  a  lad  from  New- 
York,  now  in  Newtown,  whose  name  is  Moore ;  that  he 
ordered  them  down  on  the  fast-day,  but  not  afterwards ;  that 
as  children  put  them  up,  he  did  not  imagine  that  men  would 
take  notice  of  it ;  that  he  has  not  signed  the  General  Asso- 
ciation ;  that  it  was  not  offered  to  him  to  sign ;  that  he  knew 
where  the  Association  was  one  day;  that  no  person  ever  ad- 
vised him  to  have  the  Flag  taken  down ;  that  it  was  flying 
in  his  yard  when  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  came  for 
him  yesterday,  and  they  took  it  down ;  that  it  has  been  up 
some  days  and  down  on  other  days ;  that  he  lives  near  the 
school ;  that  Thomas  Walton's  son  lodges  with  him ;  that 
there  are  there  two  sons  of  Mr.  Le  Roy,  two  of  Thomas 
White,  and  one  of  Mr.  Matthews,  and  others,  about  six- 
teen or  seventeen  in  number;  that  he  does  not  recollect 
what  is  in  the  Association.  Being  asked  if  he  would  defend 
the  United  Colonies  by  force  of  anins,  answered  that  he  did 
not  choose  to  fight,  and  never  meant  to  fight  if  he  could 
avoid  it,  and  would  avoid  it  as  long  as  he  could. 

Captain  Abraham  Remsen  withdrew  with  his  prisoner,  and 
tlie  Congress  took  the  same  into  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris, 

Ordered,  That  John  Moore,  Jun.,  be  kept  in  this  Town 

•  Nkw-Yohk,  Mai/  28,  1776. 

Sir  ;  As  I  have  somelhing  of  importance  to  communicate  to  this  Con- 
gress concerning  the  Prisoners  now  in  custody  for  counterfeiting  Bills  of 
Credit,  I  therefore  beg  that  I  may  be  heard  upon  that  subject.  From,  sir, 
your  very  humble  servant,  JgREMiAB  Wo»L. 

To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  JVevYork. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Honourable  House  of  Congress  for  the  Government 
of  New-Yokk. 

I,  the  subscriber,  beg  the  favour  to  be  once  more  admitted  to  come  in 
and  address  myself  before  you.  Isaac  Youngs. 

May  28,  1776. 

P.  S.  Gentlemen,  if  I  have  written  or  said  anything  amiss,  I  beg  to  be 
.  forgiven;  for,  if  I  have,  it  is  innocently. 


a  prisoner  upon  his  parole,  until  the  Congress  shall  make 
further  order  concerning  him. 

Captain  Remsen  and  John  Moore,  Jun.,  were  called  in. 
The  said  John  Moore,  Jun.,  in  Congress,  gave  his  promise 
parole  to  abide  and  tarry  in  the  City  of  New-York,  and 
attend  at  the  City-Hall,  from  day  to  day,  ready  to  obey  the 
call  or  direction  of  this  Congress,  and  not  to  depart  the  City 
without  leave.  He  was  thereupon  permitted  to  go  at  large. 
A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Newtown, 
returning  them  thanks  for  their  vigilance,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  svit : 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Congress  to  return 
you  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  for  your  zeal  manifested  in 
the  securing  John  Moore,  Jun.,  and  sending  him  to  this  city. 

With  the  warmest  wislies  for  success  upon  every  cflbrt 
you  shall  make  in  the  great  and  glorious  cause  of  freedom, 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant.  * 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  of  iVew- 

town. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  Letter  be  signed  by 
the  President  and  transmitted. 

"  Captain  Thomas  Harriot  being  calling  before  this  Com- 
mittee, was  duly  convicted  of  having  refused  to  receive  in 
payment  the  Continental  bills,  and  still  persists  in  refusing 
the  same ;  and  further,  said  he  would  appeal  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  but  refused  to  give  security  for  his  answering 
to  the  said  appeal,  though  a  gentleman  present  offered  his 
service  to  him  on  that  account ;  and  the  said  Harriot  added 
that  he  did  not  care  whether  he  was  held  up  or  not  to  the 
publick  as  an  enemy  to  his  country ;  and  when  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  disagreeable  circumstances  that  he  might  bring 
himself  into  by  his  conduct,  he  replied  he  hoped  or  expected 
he  would  be  provided  for. 

"  This  Committee  conceiving  the  said  Thomas  Harriot  to 
be  a  dangerous  person,  do  request  that  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress may  acquaint  them  if  they  think  he  ought  to  be  suffer- 
ed to  go  at  large,  as  he  is  now  in  the  custody  of  the  guard. 

"New- York  Committee-Chamber,  May  28,  1776. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"  Robert  Harpur,  Deputy  Chairman. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New- 
York." 
Resolved,  That  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  of 
New-York  be  requested  and  authorized,  and  are  hereby 
requested  and  authorized,  to  direct  that  Thomas  Harriot  be 
immediately  committed  to  close  Jail  in  this  City,  there  to 
remain  until  further  order  of  this  Congress ;  for  which  this 
shall  be  their  direction  and  authority. 

Die  Mercurii,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  May  29,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Ran- 
dall, Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  P.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt, 
Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Scott. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little. 

For  King's. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr. Brew- 
ster, Major  Parks. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Haviland,  Mr. 
Tompkins,  Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Cortelyou,  Mr.  Journey. 

For  Suffolk. — General '  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr. 
Gehton. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  DeLavergne,  Major 
H.  Schenck. 

For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell,  Mr.  Smith,  Captain 
Lawrence. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 

Major  Henry  Schenck,  a  Deputy  for  Dutchess  County,  and 
John  Ten  Broeck,  Esq.,  a  Deputy  for  the  City  and  County 
o(  Albany,  appeared  in  Congress,  and,  after  taking  the  gene- 
ral oath  of  secrecy,  respectively  took  their  seats. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Charles  Dewitt,  enclosing  Returns 
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of  Officers  chosen  for  two  Minute  Companies  in  his  Regi- 
ment, and  requesting  Commissions  may  he  sent.* 

Ordered,  To  remain  for  further  consideration  till  the  Militia 
Committee  make  their  Report. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Levi  Pawling,  dated  May  19th,  at 
Marbletown,  setting  forth  that  Zacharias  Rosekrans,  Ensign 
in  Captain  Joakim  Schoonmalcer's  Company,  had  resigned, 
and  that  Moses  Depue,  Jan.,  was  duly  elected  in  his  stead. 

Ordered,  That  a  Commission  issue  to  Moses  Depue,  Jun., 
vice  Zacharias  Rosekrans  resigned. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Thomas,  of  Westchester 
County,  dated  May  27th,  was  delivered  and  read.  Colonel 
Thomas  informs  that  Elijah  Hunter  is  desirous  of  raising  a 
Grenadier  Company,  to  belong  to  the  Regiment  of  Militia 
whereof  Thomas  Thomas  is  Colonel ;  that  the  following 
are  the  intended  Officers,  to  wit:  Elijah  Hunter  Cupta'm, 
Richard  Jacket  First  Lieutenant,  Silas  Millar  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Jeremiah  Lownsberry  Ensign ;  and  prays 
Commissions  may  issue  speedily. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  ;  and  they  were  accord- 
ingly immediately  issued  to  those  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Sands,  on  behalf  of  the  Auditors,  informed  the  Con- 
gress that  the  Officers  of  the  First  (or  Colonel  Lasher's) 
Battalion  have  delivered  in  their  Accounts  for  the  services 
of  that  Regiment  on  fatigue,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  14th  day  of  March  last;  that 
the  Officers  of  that  Regiment  have  charged  full  pay,  and 
the  number  of  Rations  allowed  to  Officers  in  the  Continen- 
tal Army,  at  XO^d.  for  each  Ration,  for  every  day  they  were 
on  duty ;  though  it  appears,  by  their  Returns,  that  very 
frequently  they  had  not  the  number  of  privates  on  duty 
ordered  and  directed  by  the  ninth  Resolution,  an  Order  for 
that  purpose  passed  on  the  said  14th  day  of  March  last ; 
that  as  the  said  ninth  Resolution  does  not  enable  the  Audi- 
tors to  discharge  those  Accounts,  the  Auditors  request  the 
direction  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 

Determined,  That  the  Officers  shall  be  allowed  the  like 
number  of  Rations  as  the  Continental  Officers  of  like  rank 
are  allowed  ;  but  that  the  Officers  who,  in  any  instance,  have 
not  had  the  full  complement  of  men  on  duty  or  fatigue,  agree- 
able to  the  said  ninth  Resolution,  be  allowed  only  a  proportion 
of  pay  and  a  proportion  of  the  value  of  Rations  in  the  propor- 
tion the  number  of  men  they  had  on  fatigue  bears  to  the 
numbers  ordered  for  a  Regiment  or  a  Company  by  the  said 
ninth  Resolution  of  the  14th  day  of  March  last. 

Mr.  Andrew  Gautier,  Jun.,  attending  at  the  door  (in  pur- 
suance of  the  Order  of  the  Day)  to  prosecute  his  appeal  from 
the  judgment  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  of  JVew- 
York,  that  he  be  held  up  publickly  for  having  refused  Con- 
tinental money: 

Ordered,  That  the  doors  be  set  open  ;  that  notice  be  given 
at  the  door  and  below  in  the  Hall,  where  the  inhabitants  are 
assembled  at  an  election  for  Members  of  the  City  Commit- 
tee, that  the  door  is  set  open  for  all  persons. 

The  said  Andrew  Gautier,  Jun.,  came  into  the  Chamber, 
and  attended  at  the  bar.  Some  Members  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee who  were  below  in  the  Hall  came  in  and  attended. 

The  report  of  the  evidence  given  to  the  General  Com- 
mittee, and  their  determination  thereon,  with  the  said  appeal 
of  the  said  Andrew  Gautier,  Jun.,  and  the  order  of  this 
Congress  for  hearing  the  said  appeal,  were  read. 

Mr.  Gautier  delivered  his  defence  in  writing,  which  was 
also  read.  The  appellant  informed  the  Congress  that  his 
witness  is  at  present  absent  out  of  town.  And  the  witnesses 
against  the  appellant  not  appearing  at  present. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  hearing  of  this  appeal  be  de- 
ferred until  next  Tuesday  morning. 

The  appellant  and  persons  attending  withdrew. 

•Gkees  RrLi,  May  16,  1776. 

Str:  The  enclosed  returns  of  the  election  for  Officers  of  two  Com- 
panies of  Minute-Men,  in  th^  Regiment  under  my  command,  were  de- 
livered to  me  by  the  diflferent  Committees  of  Marbletotvn  and  Rochester, 
requesting  me  to  transmit  them  to  the  Provincial  Congress  for  commis- 
sions; the  rest  of  the  Companies  to  be  formed  are  not  yet  complete,  owing, 
I  suppose,  at  present  to  a  report  which  is  propagated,  that  the  Minute 
Regiments  are  to  be  broken,  which  some  men,  whom  I  look  upon  un- 
friendly, wish  to  see.  If  the  Congress  thought  proper  to  issue  a  positive 
order  to  the  Olficcrs  of  the  Militia  to  deliver  their  number  without  delay, 
I  believe  most  of  them  would  immediately  do  it,  as  many  Companies,  I 
hear,  are  nearly  ready  with  their  complement ;  but  such  reports  as  those 
which  I  just  mentioned  make  the  officers  and  men  slack. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  Cbablis  Dk  Witt. 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi. 


From  the  circumstances  attending  this  appeal,  and  other 
information,  it  is  represented  to  this  Congress  that  persons 
under  various  pretences  sell  Tea  at  more  than  six  shillings 
per  pound. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Sands,  be 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  such  reports,  and 
to  report  the  measures  they  may  think  necessary  to  prevent 
any  inli-action  of  the  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress 
thereupon  published,  and  that  they  report  with  all  convenient 
speed. 

Mr.  Morris  informed  Congress  that  Doctor  Charlton,  at 
Jamaica,      ***#*# 

A  Letter  from  William  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Suffolk  County, 
of  the  25th  instant,  informing  Congress,  by  the  request  of  a 
meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Brookhaven,  Manor  of  St. 
George,  and  Patentship  of  Meritches,  that  there  is  a  com- 
munication kept  up  between  Winthrop's  Patent  and  the 
Ships-of-War  at  Sandy  Hook,  and  that  men,  water,  oysters, 
and  clams,  are  carried  from  the  inlet  at  South  Bay  on  board 
the  Men-of-War: 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Randall  and  Mr.  Gehton  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  wait  on  General  Putnam,  and  confer  with  him  on 
the  subject  of  said  Letter. 

The  gentlemen  returned,  and  reported  that  the  General 
had  read  the  Letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  and  was  much  dis- 
pleased when  informed  that  the  armed  vessels  had  not  sailed, 
and  said  that  he  would  give  immediate  orders  that  they  take 
their  stations,  but  did  not  say  that  he  would  give  any  par- 
ticular directions  as  to  that  inlet. 

Mr.  Morris  moved,  and  was  seconded,  "  that  the  Reso- 
lutions of  the  last  and  this  Congress  for  compelling  all  the 
inhabitants  of  this  City  who  had  removed  therefrom  before 
the  1st  day  of  last  June  to  return,"  be  reconsidered. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was — 

for.  .,lgainst. 

8  New- York,  2  Orange, 

6  Albany,  4  Westchester — Mr.  Mor- 
4  Suffolk,  ris  dissented. 

2  Richmond,  2  Charlotte. 
4  Ulster,  — 

4  Queen's,  8 

3  Tryon, 

5  Dutchess. 
36  

Die  Mercurii,  P.  M.,  May  29,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr. 

Randall,  Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Peter 

Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Sands. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Cortelyou,  Mr.  Journey. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel    Hasbrouck,  Mr.  Cantine,  Major 

Parks. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.   Morris,   Mr.    Haviland,    Mr. 

Tompkins,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Ma- 
jor H.  Schenck. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell,  Mr.  Smith,  Captain 

Lawrence. 
For  Charlotte. — ^Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  William  Smith,  Esq.,  at  Brookha- 
ven,  in  answer  to  his  Letter  received  and  read  this  morning; 
which,  being  read  and  approved,  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

Sir:  I  am  desired  by  the  House  to  inform  you  that  mea- 
sures have  already  been  taken  to  prevent  all  communication 
between  the  King's  ships  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  south- 
ern parts  of  Nassau-Island,  and  also  that  such  steps  will  be 
taken  in  future  as  the  House  shall  deem  necessary  for  that 
purpose.  They  are  further  of  opinion  that  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  burden  the  country  with  the  attendance  of  Min- 
ute-men to  prevent  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  at  the  inlet 
mentioned  in  your  letter.  You  will  be  pleased  to  send 
down  the  arms  collected  in  your  County,  or  so  many  of 
them  as  shall  remain  after  the  supplies  which  may  be  found 
85 
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necessary  for  the  troops  now  in  your  County,  with  as  much 
despatch  as  jxjssible.     1  am,  he.     By  order. 
To  miliam  Smith,  Esq. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  Letter  from  Alexander  Moncrief,  Keeper  of  the  Con- 
gress Jail,  was  read.  He  therein  informs  Congress  that  his 
bad  stale  of  health  renders  him  incapable  of  executing  the 
office  of  Jailer  any  longer;  therefore  prays  to  be  discharged 
from  his  said  office,  and  recommends  Daniel  Goldsmith  to 
succeed  him. 

Thereupon,  Agreed  and  Ordered,  That  Daniel  Goldsmith 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  Keeper  of  the  Jail  set  apart 
for  the  reception  and  confinement  of  all  such  persons  as  shall, 
or  may  from  time  to  time,  be  committed  to  close  custody  by 
order  of  this  Congress,  their  Committee  of  Safety,  or  of  the 
General  Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of  New-  York ; 
that  the  said  Mr.  Goldsmith  keep  no  Prisoners  in  his  custody 
at  the  expense  of  this  Colony  (as  to  Provisions)  but  such  as 
shall  be  conmiitted  by  order  as  aforesaid ;  and  that  Mr. 
Goldsmith  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  four  Pounds  per  month 
for  his  services  while  employed  as  Jailer  as  aforesaid. 

It  being  suggested  in  Congress  that  there  is  an  absolute 
necessity  of  imposing  some  penalty  on  persons  convicted  of 
violating  the  Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress  prohibit- 
ing the  practice  of  inoculating  for  the  Small-Pox  in  this 
Colony  till  the  further  order  of  Congress, 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  and 
Mr.  Livingston,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  some  Resolu- 
tions imposing  a  penalty  on  persons  who  shall  presume  to 
inoculate  for  the  Small-Pox  in  this  Colony,  and  that  they 
report  the  same  with  all  convenient  speed. 

A  Petition  of  Charles  Loosly  and  Thomas  Elms,  Paper- 
Makers,  praying  to  be  exempted  from  military  duty. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

John  Moore,  the  person  sent  by  the  Committee  oi  New- 
town  to  this  Congress  under  guard,  for  suffering  a  Flag  in 
imitation  of  a  Royal  standard  to  be  hoisted  on  his  land,  re- 
questing permission  to  return  home  on  his  parole  : 

Ordered,  That  he  be  permitted  to  return  home  on  his 
promise  parole  to  attend  this  Congress  whenever  he  shall 
be  summoned  to  appear. 

Colonel  Makom  brought  into  Congress  a  Draft  contain- 
ing the  soundings  of  the  depth  of  water  between  Red-Hook 
and  Bedlow's  Island. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Randall,  and  Colonel 
Malcolm,  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  same  into  considera- 
tion, and  report  their  opinion  thereon  as  soon  as  possible. 

Die  JoviB,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  May  30,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,Pres\dent. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Van 

Zandt,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Randall,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr. 

Beekman,  Mr.  Scott. 
For  Albany. — Mr.Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Kino's. — Mr.  Covenhoven. 
For  Ulster. — ^Mr.  Cantine,  Colonel  Hasbrouck. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,    Mr.  Paulding,    Mr. 

Tompkins,  Mr.  Havihnd. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 
For  Suffolk, — Gen.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham,Mr.Gelston. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr.  Livingston,  Ma- 
jor H.'Schenck. 
For  Queen's. — Mr.  Smith,  Colonel  Blackwell,  Mr.  Samuel 

Townshend,  Mr.  James  Toumshend,  Captain  Lawrence. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 

Colonel  Hasbrouck,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  Letter  from  Captain  Fetrus  Schoon- 
tnaker,  complaining  that  the  Committee  have  done  him 
imustice  in  settling  the  rank  of  the  Companies  in  Colonel 
Fawling's  Regiment,  in  Ulster  County,  reported  as  their 
opinion,  that  a  Letter  be  written  to  the  County  Committee, 
directing  them  to  setde  the  arrangements  of  said  Regiment 
with  Captain  Schoonmaker;  and  if  he  is  dissatisfied  with 
such  arrangement,  that  they  give  orders  to  the  Company 


commanded  by  the  said  Petrus  Schoonmaker  to  elect  other 
Officers  in  the  room  and  stead  of  such  Officers  who  refuse 
to  serve,  and  that  their  names  be  transmitted,  to  be  commis- 
sioned without  delay. 

Tlie  said  Report  being  read,  was  approved. 

A  draft  of  a  Ijctter  to  the  Committee  of  Ubter  County, 
agreeable  to  the  said  Report,  was  read  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  transmitted. 

A  Letter  from  General  Putnam  was  read.  He  informs 
Congress  that  the  ladies  visit  the  Tory  gentry  confined  in 
Jail,  and  that  some  bad  fellows  daily  visit  women  of  the 
same  character  in  Jail ;  and  refers  the  matter  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Congress. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  further  consideration. 

The  Petition  of  Amos  Btdl  was  read.  He  prays  to  be 
heard  and  tried  before  this  Congress  for  the  charges  of  sup- 
plying, or  aiding  others  in  supplying,  the  Ships-of-War  with 
Provisions,  of  which  he  is  entirely  innocent. 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to 
examine  and  take  examinations  of  persons  committed  to  cus- 
tody by  order  of  Congress,  who  are  directed  to  report  there- 
on without  delay. 

The  Congress  were  informed  by  a  Member  that  one  Mr. 
Latham  was  unmercifully  fired  at  and  wounded  by  a  Con- 
tinental of  Colonel  McDougaWs  Regiment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gelston  and  Mr.  Schcnck  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  make  inquiry  into  this  matter,  take  the  necessary 
examinations,  and  make  report  thereon  to  this  House. 

The  Memorial  o[  Samuel  Louden  (presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  the  late  Congress)  against  Christopher 
Duyckinck  and  others,  for  entering  his  house  without  any 
authority,  and  burning  and  destroying  printed  copies  of  the 
Pamphlet  entitled  "  The  Deceiver  Unmasked,"  with  his  re- 
marks on  the  subject,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Memorial  o[  Samuel  Louden  be  taken 
into  consideration  on  Tuesday  next,  and  that  the  Door- 
keeper summon  Samuel  Louden  to  attend  with  his  witnesses 
on  that  day,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  that  the 
Doorkeeper  also  summon  Christopher  Duyckinck,  John  Gil- 
bert, Thomas  Pratt,  John  Buchanan,  the  Innkeeper,  Brower, 

the  Carpenter, Bicker,  now  or  late  an  Officer,  and 

Malcolm  McEwen,  Pewterer,  to  attend  this  Congress  at  the 
same  time,  to  answer  to  the  charge  of  entering  the  house  of 
the  said  Samuel  Louden,  unwarrantably,  and  without  proper 
authority,  destroying  a  number  of  Pamphlets,  as  the  same 
is  set  forth  more  particularly  in  the  said  Memorial. 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  dangers  to 
which  this  City  and  Colony  will  be  exposed  should  the 
Ministerial  Troops  speedily  arrive. 

Resolved,  That  two  Battalions  be  taken  into  the  service 
and  pay  of  this  Colony  for  three  months. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration,  and  report  to  this  Congress  their  opinion  of  the 
number  of  which  the  said  Battalion  shall  consist,  what  pay 
shall  be  given  them,  whence  they  shall  be  procured,  and  by 
what  regulations  governed,  together  widi  such  other  matters 
relative  to  the  same  as  they  may  think  proper  and  necessary. 

And  Ordered,  That  Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  Cuyler, 
Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Townshend,  be  the 
Committee. 

A  Petition  from  the  Vestrymen  of  the  City  and  County 
of  iVeio-YorAr,  setting  forth  the  distresses  which  must  un- 
avoidably attend  the  poor  of  the  said  City  and  County  for 
want  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Church-Wardens  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  attending  the  maintenance  of  the  City 
Aims-House,  and  praying  the  loan  of  five  thousand  Pounds 
for  that  purpose,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Beekman, 
and  Mr.  Paulding,  be  a  Committee  to  take  the  said  Peti- 
tion into  consideration,  and  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Cor- 
poration funds. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Beck,  confined  in  Jail  by  order  of  the 
General  Committee  for  supplying  our  enemies,  referred  to 
the  Committee  appointed  to  take  examinations  and  try  per- 
sons charged  widi  offences. 

Mrs.  Youngs,  wife  of  one  of  the  Prisoners  confined  for 
counterfeiting  Continental  money,  attending,  prays  that  she 
may  be  permitted  to  visit  her  husband. 
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Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  the  Officers  of  the  Guard  ap- 
pointed to  guard  the  Prisoners  charged  with  counterfeiting 
the  Continental  money  be  authorized  and  requested  to  per- 
mit the  wives  of  those  Prisoners  to  visit  and  converse  with 
their  husbands  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the  Officer  of 
the  said  Guard  till  further  order. 

Messrs.  Samuel  and  James  Townshend,  Deputies  from 
^ueerCs  County,  were  sworn  to  the  general  oath  of  secrecy. 

An  Information,  signed  by  Aaron  Stockholm,  Samuel 
Prince,  John  Bogart,  and  Thomas  Gardner,  referred  to  this 
Congress  by  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  of  Neiv- 
York,  charging  Peter  McLean,  Samuel  Galsivorthy,  Fran- 
cis Delaroche,  and  a  young  man  in  military  clothing  of  their 
acquaintance,  with  uttering  sentiments  highly  inimical  and 
dangerous  to  the  cause  of  America,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  their  names  be  added  to  dangerous  disaf- 
fected persons  to  be  apprehended. 

The  Affidavit  of  Amasa  Mills,  Ebenezer  Sumner,  Henry 
Champion,  and  Robert  Warner,  and  the  substance  of  the 
Affidavit  of  Samuel  Richards,  Ensign  of  Captain  Mills's 
Company,  charging  Amos  Bull  with  expressions  inimical  to 
the  Colonies,  both  dated  30th  May,  were  read.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Examination  and  Inquiry. 

Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Havihnd  have  leave  of  absence,  their 
Counties  being  fully  represented. 

Die  Veneris,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  May  31,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

.     Present:  General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Bancker,  Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr. 

Randall,  Colonel  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Scott. 
For  Ahbany. — Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Van  Houten,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Cortelyou,  Mr.  Journey. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Livingston,  Major  Schenck,  Paul 

Schenck,  Mr.  De  Lavergne. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Queen's. — Mr.  Samuel  Tovmshend,  Mr.  James  Totvn- 

shend.  Colonel  Blackwell,  Captain  Lawrence. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Makom. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  County  Committee  of  Ulster 
County  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

Gentlemen:  The  Deputies  from  your  County  iiave  pro- 
duced to  this  Congress  two  credentials  signed  by  your  Chair- 
man, bearing  the  same  date,  but  contradicting  each  other  as 
to  the  powers  given  to  your  Deputies  for  the  election  of 
Continental  Delegates.  Although  this  Congress  is  fully  au- 
thorized to  elect  Delegates  at  their  pleasure,  even  if  your 
County  should  not  join  in  the  choice,  but  remain  represented 
there,  yet  Congress  would  choose  to  be  informed  how  far 
the  good  people  of  your  County  have  authorized,  or  in- 
tended to  authorize,  their  Deputies  to  join  in-  such  election 
of  Delegates  if  it  should  take  place,  and  by  what  means 
returns  so  very  different  in  themselves  have  been  made,  and 
to  have  a  true  state  of  the  proceedings  of  your  Committee 
on  that  subject. 

Copies  of  your  different  Returns,  and  of  the  order  of  this 
Congress  thereon,  are  herewith  enclosed  for  your  examina- 
tion.    We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  County  Committee, 
Ulster  County. 

One  of  the  Members  informed  the  Congress  that  some  of 
Captain  Hamilton's  Company  of  Artillery  are  deserted,  and 
he  sees  some  reasons  to  suspect  that  they  are  on  board  of 
the  Continental  ship  or  vessel  in  this  harbour  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Kennedy. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Alexander  Hamilton,  or  any  or 
either  of  his  Officer,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized 
to  go  on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  in  this  harbour,  and  take 
with  them  such  guard  as  may  be  necessary,  and  that  they 
make  strict  search  for  any  men  which  may  have  deserted 
from  Captain  Hamilton's  Company. 


It  was  suggested  to  the  Congress  by  the  President,  that 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Williams  has  hopes  that  some  discoveries 
may  be  made  of  a  large  sum  of  money  which  he  has  lost,  if 
Mr.  John  Carpenter  could  be  permitted  to  have  a  private 
conference  with  Isaac  Ketcham,  now  a  Prisoner  in  the  City- 
Hall. 

Ordered,  That  the  Officer  commanding  that  Guard  be 
desired  to  permit  Mr.  John  Carpenter  to  have  a  private  con- 
ference with  the  said  Isaac  Ketcham,  either  in  the  room 
where  the  Prisoners  now  are,  or  any  other  room  in  tlie  City- 
Hall.  That  the  Officer  place  one  or  more  Sentries  at  the 
door  of  the  room  where  Mr.  Carpenter  and  the  said  Prisoner 
may  go  to  confer  while  they  are  together.  And  the  Officer 
of  the  Guard  is  requested  to  keep  the  substance  of  this  order 
and  its  design  a  secret  from  the  Guard. 

Mr.   Van  Houten,  one  of  the  Deputies  from  Orange  , 
County,  attending  and  having  taken  his  seat,  came  up  to 
the  Chair  and  took  the  general  oath  of  secrecy,  which  has 
been  administered  to  the  other  Members. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norwood,  the  Commissary  of  Colony 
Stores,  deliver  to  Colonel  Ritzema,  or  his  Order,  all  the 
Muskets  or  Fire-locks  fit  for  use,  which  now  are  or  may 
come  into  the  Store  for  the  course  of  three  weeks  from  last 
Monday,  the  Arms  collected  in  King's  County  excepted. 

A  Return  from  John  Jackson,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Goshen  Precinct,  dated  the  28th  instant,  was  read 
and  filed.  It  is  thereby  returned  that  the  following  persons 
are  elected  Officers  of  the  Company  in  Colonel  Hawthorn's 
Regiment,  called  the  Pond  Company,  viz :  Peter  Bertolf 
Captain,  John  De  Bow  First  Lieutenant,  Anthony  Finn 
Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  Jewell  Ensign. 

And  that  the  said  Election  was  made  in  the  presence  of 
Henry  Wisner  and  John  Minthome,  two  Members  of  the 
Committee  of  Goshen  Precinct. 

It  is  further  thereby  returned,  that  a  new  Company  is 
formed  in  Goshen  Precinct,  and  added  to  that  Regiment,  by 
the  name  of  the  Stirling  Company.  And  that  the  following 
gentlemen  were  elected  Officers  of  that  Company  in  the 
presence  oi  Henry  Wisner  and  Nathaniel  Ketchum,  two 
Members  of  the  Committee,  viz :  John  Norman  Captain, 
Solomon  Finch  First  Lieutenant,  William  Fitzgerald  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Elisha  Bennet  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  eight  gentle- 
men as  Officers  of  those  two  Companies  in  the  rank  to 
which  they  have  been  respectively  elected. 

And  they  were  issued  accordingly. 

Mr.  Gelston  reported  that  the  Committee  appointed  for 

that  purpose  had  obtained  the  Affidavits  of Latham 

and  two  other  persons;  that  the  said  Latham  was  shot  and 
wounded  by  a  Sentinel  on  one  of  the  wharves  of  this  City 
in  coming  in  in  the  night  with  his  vessel,  though  he  endea- 
voured to  comply  with  the  demands  of  the  said  Sentinel. 

The  said  Affidavits  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gelston  and wait  on  Gene- 
ral Putnam  with  the  said  Affidavits,  and  deliver  the  Affidavits 
to  the  General. 

Mr.  Ten  Broeck  informed  the  Congress  that,  by  reason  of 
many  changes  and  resignations  of  the  Officers  in  the  Regi- 
ments of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Albany,  many  new 
Commissions  for  Officers  are  wanted  in  that  County ;  and 
moved  that  one  hundred  blank  Commissions  be  sent  to  the 
County  Committee  of  Albany,  to  supply  vacancies. 

Several  other  gentlemen  moved  for  Commissions  to  be 
sent  to  their  respective  County  Committees. 

Ordered,  That  seventy  blank  Commissions  be  sent  to 
the  Committee  of  the  County  o{ Albany.  That  blank  Com- 
missions be  also  sent  to  the  County  Committee  of  any  other 
County  represented  in  the  Congress,  on  request  made  by 
the  Members  from  any  such  County;  the  County  Com- 
mittee of  every  such  County  to  be  accountable  for  the 
number  of  blank  Commissions  which  may  be  sent  to  them, 
and  from  time  to  time  to  make  true  and  perfect  returns  to 
this  Congress  of  all  such  Commissions  as  shall  be  issued  by 
such  Committee,  with  the  times  of  elections,  the  names  of 
the  Committee-men  presiding  therein,  the  names  and  rank 
of  the  respective  Officers,  with  the  dates  of  their  Commis- 
sions, and  in  what  Regiment  appointed. 

Mr.  Haring  and  Mr.  Tompkins  respectively  obtained 
leave  of  absence. 
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Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  May  31,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  General  WoodhuU,  President. 
For  Nevv-Yobk.— Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Jay,  Colonel  ^louten- 

burgh,  Mr.  Peter  Van  Zandt,  Colonel  Broome,  Captaui 

Ruttrers,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt. 
FoK  Albany.— Mr.  G/«m,  Mr.  Cuy/er,  Mr.  TenBroeck. 
For  Orange.— Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Van  Houf.cn. 
For  Richmond.— Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 
For  Ulster.— Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Westchester.— Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Trvon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Suffolk.— General    WoodhuU,   Mr.   Wickham,  Mr. 

Gehton,  Mr.  Strong. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr.  Pau/  Schenck, 

Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Hcjiry  Schenck. 
For  Queen's. — Mr.  5'awMeZ  Townshend,  Mr.  Jomc*  ToM>n- 

sAenrf,  Captain  Lawrence,  Mr.  Fan  W^yc/c. 

General  Putnam's  Aid-de-Camp  returned  to  the  President 
the  several  Affidavits  relative  to  Mr.  Hubbard  Latham,  who 
was  fired  at  and  wounded  by  a  Sentinel  on  the  wharf,  which 
which  were  sent  to  him  this  morning. 

The  President  informed  the  Congress  that  the  said  Aid- 
de-Camp  informed  him  that  the  Sentinel  is  committed  to  the 
main  guard  ;  and  that  the  General  refei-s  the  matter  to  Con- 
gress whether  the  criminal  shall  be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial 
or  by  the  civil  authority. 

Thereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  Courts  of  Judicature  in 
this  Colony  being  as  yet  held  by  authority  derived  from  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  are,  for  that  reason,  incompetent 
to  the  full  and  impartial  trial  of  the  said  Sentinel  for  the  of- 
fence wherewith  he  stands  charged ;  and  therefore  that  he 
must,  of  necessity,  be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial  only. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  wait  on  General 
Putnam  with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Entry  and  Resolution, 
and  return  to  the  General  the  Affidavits  therein  mentioned. 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Haring,  the  Committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Report  accepted  on  the  27th,  with 
instructions  to  frame  the  same  into  Resolutions  to  be  publish- 
ed, reported  said  Resolutions :  which,  being  considered,  were 
adopted,  in  the  words  following : 

Whereas  the  present  Government  of  this  Colony,  by 
Congress  and  Committees,  was  instituted  while  the  former 
Government,  under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  existed  in 
full  force,  and  was  established  for  the  sole  purpose  of  op- 
posing the  usurpation  of  the  British  PaMiament,  and  was 
intended  to  expire  on  a  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain, 
which  it  was  then  apprehended  would  soon  take  place,  but 
is  now  considered  as  remote  and  uncertain: 

And  whereas  many  and  great  inconveniences  attend  the 
said  mode  of  Government  by  Congress  and  Committees,  as 
of  necessity,  in  many  instances.  Legislative,  Judicial  and  Exe- 
cutive powers  have  been  vested  therein,  especially  since  the 
dissolution  of  the  form  of  Government  by  the  abdication  of 
the  late  Governour,  and  the  exclusion  of  this  Colony  from  the 
protection  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  : 

And  whereas  the  Continental  Congress  did  resolve  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit : 

"  Whereas  his  Britannick  Majesty,  in  conjunction  with  the  Lords 
and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  has,  by  a  late  act  of  Parliament,  ex- 
cluded the  inhabitants  of  these  United  Colonies  from  the  protection  of 
the  Crown ;  and  whereas  no  answer  whatever  to  the  humble  Petition 
of  the  Colonies  for  redress  of  grievances  and  reconciliation  with  Great 
Britain  has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be  given,  but  the  whole  force  of  that 
Kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries,  is  to  be  exerted  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  good  people  of  these  Colonies ;  asd  whereas  it  appears  ab- 
solutely irreconcilable  to  reason  and  good  conscience  for  the  people  of 
these  Colonics  now  to  take  the  oaths  and  affirmations  necessary  for  the 
support  of  any  Government  under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  it 
is  necessary  that  the  exercise  of  every  kind  of  authority  under  the  said 
Crown  should  be  totally  suppressed,  and  all  the  powers  of  Government 
exerted  under  the  authority  of  the  people  of  the  Colonies,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  internal  peace,  virtue,  and  good  order,  as  well  as  for  the  defence 
of  our  lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  against  the  hostile  invasions  and 
cruel  depredations  of  our  enemies:  Therefore, 

"  Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  Assemblies  and 
Conventions  of  the  United  Colonies  where  no  Government  sufficient  to 
the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  has  been  hitherto  established,  to  adopt  such 
Government  as  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Representatives  of  the  People, 
best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  constituents  in  particu- 
lar, and  .America  in  general." 

And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether  this  Congress 
are  invested  with  sufficient  power  and  authority  to  deliberate 


and  determine  on  so  important  a  subject  as  the  necessity  of 
erecting  and  constituting  a  new  form  of  Government  and 
internal  police,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  foreign  jurisdiction 
and  dominion  and  control  whatever:  And  whereas  it  apper- 
tains of  right  solely  to  the  people  of  this  Colony  to  determine 
the  said  doubts :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Electors  in  the 
several  Counties  of  this  Colony,  by  election,  in  the  manner 
and  form  prescribed  for  the  election  of  the  present  Congress, 
either  to  authorize  (in  addition  to  the  powers  vested  in  this 
Congress)  their  present  Deputies,  or  others  in  the  stead  of 
their  present  Deputies,  or  either  of  them,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  necessity  and  propriety  of  instituting  such  new 
Government  as  in  and  by  the  said  Resolution  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  is  described  and  recommended ;  and  if  the 
majority  cf  the  Counties,  by  their  Deputies  in  Provincial 
Congress,  shall  be  of  opinion  that  such  new  Government 
ought  to  be  instituted  and  established,  then  to  institute  and 
establish  such  a  Government  as  they  shall  deem  best  cal- 
culated to  secure  the  rights,  liberties,  and  happiness,  of  the 
good  people  of  this  Colony,  and  to  continue  in  force  until 
a  future  peace  with  Great  Britain  shall  render  the  same 
unnecessary. 

And  Resolved,  That  the  said  Elections  in  the  several 
Counties  ought  to  be  had  on  such  day,  and  at  such  place 
or  places  as  by  the  Committee  of  each  County  respectively 
shall  be  determined ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  said 
Committees  to  fix  such  early  days  for  the  said  Election  as 
that  all  the  Deputies  to  be  elected  have  sufficient  time  to 
repair  to  the  City  o[  New- York  by  the  second  Monday  in 
July  next ;  on  which  day  all  the  said  Deputies  ought  punc- 
tually to  give  their  attendance. 

And  whereas  the  object  of  the  aforegoing  Resolutions  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  good  people  of  this  Colony : 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  Committees,  freeholders,  and  other  electors, 
in  the  ditierent  Counties  in  this  Colony,  diligently  to  carry 
the  same  into  execution. 

Ordered,  That  the  aforegoing  Resolutions  be  published  in 
all  publick  Newspapers  in  this  Colony,  and  in  handbills,  to 
be  distributed  in  the  Counties.* 

Die  Saturni,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  Jane  1,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU,  President. 

For  New- York. — Mr.  Jay,  Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Randall, 
Colonel  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Denning,  Mr.  Bancker. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Van  Houten,  Mr.  Little. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Cortelyou,  Mr.  Journey. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

For  Suffolk. — General    WoodhuU,  Mr.    Wickham,  Mr. 
Gelston,  Mr.  Strong. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  P.  Schenck,  Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr. 
Livingston. 

For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell,  Mr.  Samuel  Town- 
shend, Mr.  James  Tovmshend,  Mr.  Van  Wyck. 

A  Letter  from  Thomas  Hicks,  Esq.,  lately  elected  one 
of  the  Deputies  of  (Queen's  County,  and  dated  the  28th  ot 
May,  was  read,  and  filed. f     Mr.  Hicks  therein  shows,  for 

•  Nkw-Yobk,  June  20,  1776. — Yesterday,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
the  Provincial  Congress,  of  the  31st  of  March  last,  were  elected  for  this 
City  and  County,  the  following  gentlemen  to  serve  in  Congress  the  en- 
suing year,  with  the  additional  power  of  forming  a  new  Government  for 
this  Colony.  They,  with  the  Deputies  for  the  other  Counties,  arc  to 
meet  in  Congress  here  on  the  second  .Monday  in  July  next. 
John  Jay,  Henry  Remsen,  Isaac  Roosevelt, 

James  Duane,  John  Van  Cortlandt,     John  Broome, 

Philip  Livingston,         John  M.  Scott,  Peter  P.  Van  Zandt, 

Francis  Lewis,  James  Beekman,  Garret  Abeel, 

Isaac  Stoutenburgh,       Anthony  Rutgers,  Robert  Harpur, 

William  Denning,         Evert  Bancker,  Abraham  P.  Lolt, 

Abraham  Brasher,         Thomas  Randall,  Daniel  Dunscomb. 

f  LiTTL«-Nt.cK,  May  21,  1776. 
Sin  :  I  received  yesterday  an  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Con- 
gress, by  which  I  am  ordered  to  attend  and  take  my  seat,  or  show  the 
cause  of  my  neglect.     The  ill  state  of  my  health,  sir,  and  the  extreme 
weakness  of  my  constitution,  render  me  utterly  incapable  of  performing 
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cause  of  his  non-attendance,  the  ill  state  of  his  health  and 
the  extreme  weakness  of  his  constitution. 

A  Letter  from  John  Williams,  Esq.,  lately  elected  one  of 
the  Deputies  of  (Queen's  County,  dated  the  27th  of  May, 
was  also  read  and  filed.*  Mr.  Williams  therein  shows,  for 
cause  or  excuse  of  his  non-attendance,  that  he  is  so  little  ac- 
quainted with  such  business  that  he  should  be  of  no  service, 
but  remains  a  hearty  friend  in  the  American  cause. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  said  Letters  be  made,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  County  Committee  of  Queen's  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Officer  commanding  the  Guard  over 
the  Prisoners  confined  on  suspicion  of  counterfeiting  Conti- 
nental money,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  requested 
to  permit  George  Youngs  to  speak  to  his  sons,  Israel  and 
Isaac  Youngs,  this  morning  only,  in  the  presence  and  hear- 
ing of  said  Officer. 

A  Return  of  the  Officers  elected  in  the  Out  Ward  of 
the  City  o(  New- York,  in  Beat  No.  28,  of  the  City,  in  the 
presence  of  Daniel  Shaw  and  Henry  Rutgers,  Jun.,  two  of 
the  Committee,  was  read  and  filed.  It  thereby  appears  that 
Josiah  Firman  was  elected  First-Lieutenant,  Stephen  Hilli- 
Jcer  Second-Lieutenant,  and  Adam  Vandenburgh  Ensign. 

A  Return  of  Officers  elected  in  the  Out  Ward  of  the  City 
of  New- York,  in  Beat  No.  29,  of  the  City,  in  the  presence 
of  Abraham  P.  Lott  and  Jecamiah  Allen,  two  of  the  Com- 
mittee, was  read  and  filed.  Martin  Shire  is  thereby  re- 
turned as  duly  elected  Captain,  and  Jacob  Van  Orden  First- 
Lieutenant  of  the  Company  of  Militia  in  that  Beat. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen  in 
the  respective  ranks  in  which  they  were  elected. 

And  Commissions  were  issued  for  them  accordingly. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  James  Smith,  late  Commander  of 
the  armed  Sloop  Schuyler,  dated  yesterday,  was  read  and 
filed,  f  He  therein  enclosed  his  late  Commission  as  Com- 
mander of  the  Sloop  Schuyler,  in  order  to  cancel  the  Bond 
given  for  his  punctual  observance  of  his  instructions ;  and 
returns  his  sincere  thanks  for  all  past  favours. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Bond  be  cancelled,  and  that  the 
said  Commission  be  also  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Allison,  at  Goshen,  to  John  Ha- 
ting, Esq.,  dated  the  27th  of  May,  was  read  and  filed.  He 
therein  informs  that  he  has  purchased  several  small  parcels 
of  Saltpetre,  in  pursuance  of  his  appointment,  with  Mr.Ha- 
ring,  as  a  Committee  for  that  purpose ;  that  he  is  not  pro- 
vided with  cash  for  that  purpose,  and  therefore  requests  some 
cash  may  be  furnished  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  advance  to  Colo- 
nel William  Allison,  of  Orange  County,  five  hundred  Dol- 
lars, to  pay  for  Saltpetre  which  he  has  purchased,  and  to 
enable  him  to  continue  to  purchase  Saltpetre ;  that  Colonel 
Allison  give  his  receipt  for  that  money  to  the  Treasurer, 
and  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

Jacob  Brush  was  brought  into  Congress  and  examined  ; 

Whereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson,  one  of  the 
Secretaries,  withdraw,  and  take  down  in  writing  the  exami- 
nation of  said  Jacob  Brush. 

Whereas,  from  the  oath  of  Jacob  Brush,  it  appears  that 

the  duty  of  a  Deputy.     This,  I  hope,  will  be  considered  by  the  Congress 
as  a  sufficient  apology  for  my  non-attendance. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant,  Thomas  Uicks. 

To  JVallianiel  H'otitl/iuU,  Esq.,  President  of  the  JVew-York  Provincial 

Congress,  

•  Queen's  Codnti,  Hempstead,  jMay  27,  1776, 
I  recieved  your  letter,  bearing  date  2 1st  instant,  which  requires  me  to 
give  my  attendance,  to  which  I  send  you  these  lines,  desiring  to  be  ex- 
cused, as  I  am  so  little  acquainted  with  such  business  that  I  shall  be  sf 
no  service ;  but  remain  your  hearty  friend  in  the  .American  cause, 

JoHS   WlLUAMS. 

To  John  McKetton,  J\'e-is-York  Congress. 

f  New-Yobk,  May  31,  1776. 

HosouBABLE  Gektlemen  :  This  morning,  agreeable  to  my  request, 
was  informed  by  Captain  Htindall  that  I  am  no  longer  in  publick  service, 
since  delivering  my  accounts  for  the  sloop  Schuyler  on  the  1st  instant, 
for  which  reason  think  it  highly  necessary  to  enclose  my  late  commission 
of  the  17th  Jlpril  for  the  sloop  SchuyLr,  in  order  to  cancel  the  bond  for 
the  same.  Gentlemen,  I  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  all  past  fa- 
vours; mean  time  remain,  with  the  greatest  respect,  gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant,  James  Smith. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress. 


there  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  Philip  Youngs  has  been 
party  or  privy  to  a  design  of  counterfeiting  the  Bills  of  Credit 
now  current  and  passing  in  this  and  some  of  the  other  United 
Colonies : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Philip  Youngs  be  immediately 
arrested,  taken,  and  sent  in  safe  custody  to  this  Congress, 
and  that  the  Committee  of  Huntington  direct  Samuel  Brown 
to  attend  at  the  Congress  Chamber  in  New-York  without 
delay  ;  and  all  Officers,  civil- and  military,  in  this  Colony, 
and  Minute-men  and  Militia  of  any  District,  Town,  Pre- 
cinct or  place  on  Nassau-Island,  are  hereby  directed  to  give 
all  necessary  aid  to  the  Committee  of  Huntington  to  carry 
these  orders  into  execution.  And  the  Committee  of  Hun- 
tington are  hereby  requested  and  authorized  to  cause  the 
strictest  search  to  be  made  in  the  house  of  the  said  Philip 
Youngs,  and  in  such  other  houses  or  places  as  they  may 
think  proper,  for  any  plates  that  may  have  been  made  for 
counterfeiting  any  Paper  money  or  Bills  of  Credit  whatever, 
and  for  any  counterfeited  Paper  money  or  Bills  of  Credit, 
and  report  their  proceedings  thereon  to  this  Congress. 

A  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Dutchess  County  was  read 
and  approved  of. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  JVew-  York,  passed  the 
25th  ultimo,  requesting  that  this  Congress  would  publish  an 
order  that  no  persons  in  this  Colony  shall  presume  to  ask 
Gold  or  Silver  in  preference  to  the  Continental  Bills  of  Cre- 
dit or  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Colony,  unless  previously 
authorized  by  this  Congress,  was  read.  * 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Thomas  Harriott,  now  confined 
by  order  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  and  County 
of  New-  York,  was  read,  f 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Harriott  be  brought 
before  the  bar  of  this  House,  in  custody  of  the  Jailer,  this 
afternoon  at  five  o'clock. 

A  Letter  from  Thomas  Vernon  and  Henry  Killegrove, 
praying  to  be  discharged,  was  read  and  filed.  J 

*  New-Yobk  Committee-Chambeb,  May  25,  1776. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Provincial  Congress  be  requested 
by  this  Committee  to  publish  an  order  from  that  honourable  House  that 
no  person  or  persons  in  this  Colony  shall  presume  to  ask  Silver  or  Gold 
in  preference  to  the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit,  or  the  Bills  of  Credit 
emitted  by  this  Colony,  unless  by  authority  previously  obtained  from 
Congress, 

Extract  from  the  Minutes:  Joseph  Wixteb,  Secretary, 

fNEw-jAiL,  June  1,  1776. 

Gkntikmeu  :  I  do  hereby  declare  that  I  will  not,  at  any  time,  do 
anything  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  my  country,  and  that  I  never 
meant  to  do  anything  injurious  to  this  Colony,  or  to  the  continent  in 
general ;  and  I  hereby  request  my  enlargement.  If  my  word  or  honour 
as  a  gentleman  should  be  thought  necessary,  or  security  should  be  desired, 
I  am  willing  to  give  either  that  I  will  never  take  an  active  part  against 
the  United  Colonies,  it  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  my  liberty, 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Habbiott, 

♦  New  Citi-Haii, /uHfi  1,  1776. 

HosoDBABLE  GtSTiEMEN  :  The  humble  petition  of  T/ionms  Vernon, 
who  humbly  implores  of  your  Honours  to  take  into  consideration  to  re- 
lieve the  distressed,  who  has  now  been  in  this  prison  these  three  months, 
and  ever  since  had  no  hearing  of  any  crime  alleged  to  me  to  this  day.  I 
solemnly  declare  to  the  Almighty  God  that  it  was  never  ray  intention  to 
be  any  way  an  enemy  to  this  country,  but  always  made  it  my  endeavour 
to  the  reverse  of  what  some  cruel  persons  have  reported  of  me,  especially 
ever  since  my  first  coming  to  this  country,  I  found  great  encouragement, 
which  is  now  nine  years,  and  have  kept  business  in  this  town,  and  free- 
man of  this  city  of  York. 

Honourable  gentlemen,  I  humbly  implore  of  your  Honours  to  permit 
me  to  have  my  liberty,  so  as  to  follow  my  business  as  usual,  and  to  take 
care  of  my  poor  family  as  before;  and  your  Honours  may  be  assured  of 
my  good  conduct,  and  a  true  friend  to  the  cause  for  the  future, 

I  remain,  honourable  gentlemen,  yours  to  command, 

TaoMAS  Veenon. 

N.  B.  The  humble  petition  of  Henry  KilUgrove,  late  Pilot  of  this  Port, 
till  taken  by  his  Majesty's  ship  Phenix,  a.nA  knowing  me  as  the  above 
business  kept  me  on  board  for  that  purpose,  much  against  my  inclination. 
But,  as  his  Majesty's  ships  rule  the  sea,  and  therefore  can  command  at  their 
pleasure,  your  Honours,  I  hope,  will  take  it  into  consideration  relative 
to  the  annexed  petition  of  Thomas  Vernon. 

Now,  honourable  gentlemen,  I  humbly  implore  of  you  to  let  me  free 
from  tliis  prison  and  confinement  that  I  endure,  at  the  same  time  my  poor     , 
family  famishing.    I  have  no  objections  to  fitting  your  vessels  for  the  sea, 
or  any  of  that  kind, 

I  remain,  honourable  gentlemen,  yours  to  command, 

Hkhbt  Killeobote. 
To  the  Honourable  Congress  at  J^e-w-York, 
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A  Petition  of  the  Prisonei's  in  Jail  belonging  to  the  ship 
of  war  Phenix,  dated  the  2-2d  uhinio,  complaining  of  their 
allowance,  was  read  and  considered.*     Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  persons  be  respectively  allowed 
Ad.  per  day  for  their  subsistence. 

Saturday,  P.  M.,  June  1,  1775. 

Present :  General  Nathaniel  WoodhiU,  President. 
l-'oR  Nkw-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Broome,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr. 

Randall,  Mr.  Rutgers. 
For  .Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Glenn. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  P'an  Houton,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Paul  Schetick,  Mr.  De  Lavergne, 

Mr.  James  Livingston. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Wehster. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell,    Mr.  Samuel  Town- 

shend,  Mr.  James  Townshcnd,  Mr.  Van  Wyck. 
For  Suffolk. — ^Gen.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gehton,  Mr.  Strong. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Alorris,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Ulster. — Major  Parks,  Colonel  Hashroiwk. 

Mr.  Thomas  Harriott  attending  according  to  an  order  of 
this  morning,  was  admitted,  and  asked  several  questions,  and 
directed  to  withdraw.  The  Report  of  the  New-  York  Com- 
mittee, the  order  of  Commitment,  and  his  Letter  of  this 
morning,  were  read : 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Harriott  be 
permitted  to  go  at  large  on  his  parole. 

He  also  mentioned  that  he  had  appealed  from  the  judg- 
ment of  said  Committee  to  this  Congress,  and  was  informed 
that  a  day  will  be  fixed  to  prosecute  his  appeal.  He  then 
signed  his  parole,  as  follows,  namely : 

I  do  most  solemnly  swear,  upon  my  honour,  that  I  will 
not,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  by  word,  act,  or  deed,  con- 
travene the  measures  or  resolutions  of  the  Continental  or 
this  Congress ;  and  that  I  will  not,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
afford  any  aid,  sustenance,  or  support  of  any  kind  whatso- 
ever to  the  British  King  or  Parliament,  their  fleets,  armies, 
allies,  agents,  or  adherents,  during  the  present  controversy 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Colonies  of  North- 
America.  Thomas  Harriott. 
Witness :             Robert  Benson. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Daniel  Goldsmith,  the 
keeper  of  the  Congress  Jail,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed 
to  permit  Mr.  Thomas  Harriott  to  go  at  large. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Hunloke  Woodruff  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  appointed  Surgeon  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  Con- 
tinental Troops  raised  in  this  Colony,  of  which  said  Third 
Regiment  jRitrfo^AiM  Ritzema,  Esq.,  is  Colonel,  f 

•New  Citi-Hall,  May  22,  1776. 
Mat  it  please  the  Honourable  Committee:  Honourable  gen- 
tlemen: We,  the  prisoners  of  his  Majesty's  ships  the  Phenix  and 
Savage,  humbly  implore  of  your  Honours  to  allow  us  a  proportion  of 
provisions  to  live  upon.  The  keeper,  ^1/e  C/ec/,  gives  us  but  sixpence 
sterling  per  day ;  we  are  almost  perished,  for  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
live  at  this  rate.  We  cannot  say,  gentlemen,  had  your  Honours  been 
notified  before,  you  would  make  us  a  sufficiency  of  provisions ;  there- 
fore, gentlemen,  here  follows,  for  instance,  the  proportion  of  provisions 
that  is  allowed  to  prisoners  taken  by  his  Majesty's  ship  of  war,  from  the 
honourable  Congress :  The  proportion  per  week.  Bread,  7  lbs.;  Beef,  7  lbs.; 
Pease,  I  quart;  Oatmeal,  1^  quarts;  Brandy,  1|  quarts;  Butter,  J  lbs.; 
Flour,  3  lbs.;  Suet,  i  lb. 

Now,  honourable  gentlemen,  compute;  the  current  price  of  provisions 
never  deviates  from  the  above  proportion  on  board  his  Majesty's  ships, 
by  whatsoever  nation  he  takes  prisoners  from,  much  more  a  natural 
fraternity,  as  we  all  can't  say  to  the  reverse.  The  market  in  this  port  is 
so  that  by  it  we  can't  live.  The  midshipmen  taken  with  us,  you  allow 
eighteen  shillings  per  week,  and  we  are  to  live  upon  sixpence  sterling 
per  day.  Had  the  highest  Commander  of  France  or  Spaiti  been  taken 
by  his  said  Majesty,  have  no  more  of  provisons  to  be  allowed  them  than 
the  seamen  on  board  the  respective  ships.  Had  any  Commander-in- 
Chief  been  taken  at  this  your  honourable  cause's  side,  there  would  be  no 
proportion  of  provisions  made  than  the  said  proportion.  Now,  gentle- 
men, consider  this.  Have  been  myself  steward  and  clerk  in  the  naval 
service  these  six  years. 

I  am  your  Honours'  humble  servant,  Jeremiah  Bierdan. 

To  the  Honourable  Congress,  at  JVew-roi*. 

JAlbast,  JUai/  25, 1776. 
Sir  :  I  am  so  far  on  my  way  home.  I  have  been  down  as  far  as  Sorel. 
When  I  arrived  there  I  found  that  there  had  been  a  report  in  Camp  that 
,  I  was  returned  to  JVew-Vork;  upon  the  strength  of  which  another  Surgeon 
was  appointed  to  that  Regiment,  and  I  have  got  leave  to  return  to  join 
the  Regiment  I  was  appointed  to  in  jVew-Vorh.  I  am  in  a  great  hurry, 
and  wailing  to  settle  with  the  Paymaster,  which  I  shall  do  to-morrow 
morning.     You  may  expect  me  in  the  first  boat. 

I  ain  yours,  as  usual,  Huhioke  Woobbufp. 


A  Letter  from  Captain  Varick,  requesting  that  two  tons 
of  Oakum  be  forwarded  to  Albany,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Broome  and  Mr.  Glenn  wait  on 
General  Putnam,  and  inform  him  that  this  Congress  are 
about  closing  their  accounts,  and  it  being  out  of  their  de- 
partment, they  request  him  to  execute  said  order. 

Die  Soils,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  June  2,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Broome,  Mr.   Denning,  Mr. 

Randall,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Duane. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Cuyler. 
For  Suffolk. — Gen.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Gehton. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  VanHouten,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr. 

Paul  Schenck. 
For  Queen's. — Mr.  Samuel  Tovmshend,  Mr.  James  Town- 

shend. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hashrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

Colonel  Broome  reported  that  Mr.  Glenn  and  himself  had 
waited  on  General  Putnam,  with  Captain  Varick's  Letter 
on  behalf  of  General  Schuyler,  requesting  two  tons  of  Oakum 
to  be  sent  to  Albany  immediately,  and  had  delivered  the 
message  directed  to  them  by  this  Congress ;  that  General 
Putnam  informed  them  that  the  Order  should  be  executed 
without  delay,  if  so  much  Oakum  can  be  obtained. 

Die  Lunae,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  June  3, 1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Col.  Stoutenburgh,  Col.  Broome,  Mr. 
Beekman,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Randall. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck. 

For  Suffolk. — Gen.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gehton,  Mr.  Strong. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr.  Livingston. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Little,  Mr.  VanHouten. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris. 

For  King's. 

For  Queen's. — Mr.  Samuel  Townshend,  Mr.  James  Tovm- 
shend. 

Fob  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

An  extract  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  Hunting- 
ion,  on  Nassau-Island,  dated  June  3,  1776,  signed  Daniel 
Wiggens,  Clerk,  was  read  and  filed.  They  thereby  inform 
that,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  this  House  of  the  1st  instant, 
the  said  Committee  have  sent  down  Philip  Youngs  in  the 
care  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Wickes  and  Eliphelei  Brush,  and 
also  that  the  said  Committee  have  made  strict  search  in  the 
house  of  the  said  Philip  Youngs  and  the  houses  of  George 
Youngs,  Isaac  Youngs,  and  John  Williams,  but  that  they 
discovered  nothing  material  as  to  the  articles  recommended 
by  this  Congress  to  be  searched  for. 

Samuel  Brown  being  likewise  sent  down  by  the  said  Com- 
mittee, as  a  witness,  was  called  in  and  examined.  After- 
wards the,  saiid  Philip  Youngs  was  ordered  in  and  examined, 
both  which  Examinations  are  as  follow,  to  wit : 

The  said  Examinations  being  immediately  taken  into  con- 
sideration, debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put 
whether  the  said  Philip  Youngs  ought  to  be  committed  in 
close  custody  of  the  Guard,  with  the  other  Prisoners  charged 
with  counterfeiting  the  Continental  money,  it  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  .^affirmative.  For  the  Jfegative. 

6  Albany,  4  Suffolk, 

2  Charlotte,  2  Richmond, 

3  Orange,  4  Ulster. 
8  New-York.  — 

—  10  votes. 

19  votes. 

Whereas  there  is  just  grounds  of  suspicion  that  Philip 
Youngs  has  been  privy  to  a  design  of  counterfeiting  the 
Bills  of  Credit  now  current  and  passing  in  this  and  some  of 
the  other  United  Colonies, 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  Philip  Youngs  be  committed  to 
close  custody,  and  the  Officer  of  the  Guard  appointed  to 
guard  the  Prisoners  now  under  confinement  on  suspicion  of 
being  guilty  of  the  same  crime,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  direct- 
ed and  required  to  receive  into  the  custody  of  this  said  Guard 
the  said  Philip  Youngs,  and  him  keep  in  close  custody  until 
the  further  orders  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  Tliat  George  Youngs  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  per- 
mitted to  go  into  the  Guard-Room  wherein  the  persons  are 
confined  on  suspicion  of  counterfeiting  the  Bills  of  Credit  of 
the  United  Colonies,  to  visit  and  converse  with  his  sons  in 
the  presence  and  hearing  of  the  Officer  of  said  Guard. 

Mr.  James  Livingston,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  dangerous  consequences  of  the 
Small-Pox  spreading  in  this  Colony  made  a  Report.*  After 
some  time  spent  in  consideration  thereof, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Broome  and  Colonel  Stouten- 
burgh  be  added  to  the  Committee  to  stop  the  Channel. 

A  Certificate  of  Henry  Lockwood  and  Detine  lialye,  Sen., 
two  of  the  Committee  of  New-Marlboro agh  Precinct,  certi- 
fying that  at  an  election  held  by  Captain  Bowdewine  Tare- 
penning's  Company,  David  Ostrander  was  duly  chosen 
Second  Ijieutenant  of  said  Company,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  David  Ostrander  be  commission- 
ed accordingly.  

Die  I.unffi,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  June  3,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Randall,  Colonel 

Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Beekman. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.Gekton,  Mr.  Strong. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr.  Paul  Schenck, 

Mr.  Livingston. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Van  Houten,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris. 
For  Queen's. — ^Mr.  Samuel  Townshend,  Mr.  James  Toum- 

shend. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Mr.  Parks. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

A  Letter  from  General  Putnam,  dated  this  day — informing 
this  House  of  complaint  being  lodged  against  Sergeant  Mc- 
Fall,  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Regiment,  taken  at  St.  John's; 
that  he  is  a  dangerous  man,  frequently  visiting  the  Fortifica- 
tions in  and  about  this  City  and  the  Encampments,  and  is 
represented  as  a  cunning,  designing  fellow.  The  General 
requests  an  inquiry  may  be  made — was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  taking 
Examinations ;  to  be  reported  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Samuel  Hopkins,  attending,  requested  permission  to  speak 
to  Israel  Youngs,  who  is  confined  by  order  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Officer  commanding  the  Guard  at  the 
City-Hall  be  requested  to  permit  the  bearer,  Samuel  Hop- 
kins, to  speak  to  Israel  Youngs  in  the  presence  and  hearing 
of  the  said  Officer. 

Another  Letter  from  General  Putnam  of  this  day's  date, 

•  Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  J\/'ew-Tork,  now  convened 
in  the  City  of  A''(;iv-i'ork,  have  talcen  into  consideration  the  dangerous 
consequences  of  the  Small-Pox  spreading  in  this  Colony,  especially  as 
great  numbers  of  the  Army  have  not  had  it:  To  prevent  the  same  as  much 
as  possible,  we  do 

Resolve,  That  no  Doctor,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
do  presume  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter,  to  inoculate  any  person  or 
persons  with  the  Small-Pox  within  this  Colony. 

And  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  presume  to  inoculate 
any  person  or  persons  within  this  Colony,  and  shall  be  thereof  convicted 
before  any  Committee  of  the  respective  Counties  within  this  Colony,  such 
person  or  persons  so  convicted  shall,  for  every  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of 
dollars,  to  be  paid  to  and  upp'ied  by  the  Churchwardens  or  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  for  the  County  in  which  such  convictions  shall  happen, 
to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  County;  the  said  Churchwardens  or 
Overseers  accountiog,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  said  Committee  tor  the 
sums  by  them  so  received,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  apply 
and  expend  the  game.  And  in  cai^e  such  person  or  persons,  so  oifending 
and  found  guilty  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  to  pay  the  penalty  inflicted  as 
aforesaid,  he,  she,  or  they,  so  offending,  shall  be  imprisoned  until  he,  she, 
or  they  pay  the  same. 

Which  is  humbly  submitted  to  Congress  by  their  Committee. 

Jam£s  LiviNosTQir,  Chairman. 


with  a  list  of  Tory  Prisoners  committed  to  hard  labour  at 
the  forts,  was  read  and  filed. 

"  Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  3,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  I  am  informed  by  the  Earl  of  Stirling,  who  has 
lately  visited  the  fortifications  on  Hudson's  River,  in  the  High- 
lands, that  there  are  several  persons  at  F(frt  Montgomery, 
sent  in  there  prisoners  from  the  Counties  of  Westchester, 
Dutchess,  and  Albany,  by  Committees  of  certain  Districts, 
persons  notoriously  inimical  to  the  present  measures  of  the 
United  Colonies,  with  orders  to  the  commanding  officer  to 
keep  them  at  hard  labour  till  further  orders.  How  far  such 
a  punishment,  or  the  place  of  confinement  may  bo  proper,  I 
will  not  determine ;  but  as  it  does  not  accord  with  any  ge- 
neral rule  or  order  of  Congress,  I  must  have  some  doubts  of 
the  propriety  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  carrying  such  an 
order  into  e.xecution  without  some  higher  authority;  aud 
should,  therefore,  be  glad  to  have  the  sentiments  of  the  Con- 
gress of  this  Province  on  this  subject.  A  copy  of  the  names 
of  the  prisoners  is  enclosed. 

In  consequence  of  an  order  of  Congress,  all  the  Militia 
and  Minute-men  employed  in  Continental  pay,  were,  sooii 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Army  from  Cambridge,  dismissed  from 
that  service ;  however,  Colonel  NicoU  remains  in  command 
at  Fort  Constitution,  on  a  supposition  that  he  has  not  been 
properly  discharged  by  the  Congress  of  this  Province,  who 
employed  him.  As  the  Field-Officers  of  Colonel  Clinton's 
Regiment  are  now  ordered  to  that  post,  the  expense  is  be- 
come unnecessary;  and,  therefore,  it  will  be  proper  that  Co- 
lonel iVico//  be  informed  of  the  sentiments  of  your  Congress 
thereon. 

'•  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

"  Israel  Putnam. 
"  To  the  President  of  the  Congress  of  New-  York." 

"Fort  Montgomery,  May  31,  1776. 

"  A  list  of  Tory  Prisoners  now  at  this  garrison,  who  were 
sent  here  by  order  of  Dutchess,  Manor  ol"  Livingston,  East 
Camp,  Claverack,  and  Rhinebeck  Precincts:  Nathaniel 
Finch,  George  Shannon,  John  Johnson,  Dennis  Riley,  Philip 
Teed,  Benjamin  Dubois,  David  Close,  Johannes  Coupar, 
Philip  Chine,  Frederick  Row,  Coenradt  Hoffman,  Martinus 
Coupar,  Jun.;  were  sent  to  be  kept  at  the  laborious  part  of 
the  duty  of  this  garrison  during  the  pleasure  of  the  aforesaid 
Committee. 

"  From  Westchester  County :  Johnson,  of  Peekskill." 

Thereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  persons  confined  in  Forts 
Montgomery  and  Constitution  be  kept  close  Prisoners  in 
the  same  until  they  shall  give  the  Committees,  by  whose 
viour  as  the  said  Committees  shall  think  needful ;  and  that 
order  they  are  now  there,  such  security  for  their  good  beha- 
in  the  intermediate  time  the  said  Prisoners  be  not  compel- 
led to  labour  at  the  said  Fort. 

Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  General  Putnam, 
in  answer  to  his  two  Letters  received  and  read  this  after- 
noon, and  that  a  copy  of  the  aforegoing  Order  be  enclosed  ; 
also,  that  copies  of  the  said  Order  be  transmitted  to  the  se- 
veral Committees  by  whose  order  the  said  Prisoners  were 
sent  to  the  Fortifications. 

A  draft  of  the  said  Letter  was  read,  and  approved,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Sir:  We  have  been  honoured  by  your  letter  of  this  day 
relative  to  the  confinement  of  sundry  persons  at  the  fortifica- 
tions in  the  Highlands,  the  conduct  of  Sergeant  McFall, 
and  the  dismission  of  Colonel  Nicoll. 

By  the  enclosed  orders,  you  will  perceive  that  we  have 
paid  attention  to  the  situation  of  the  prisoners,  and  complied 
with  your  request  concerning  the  Colonel.  We  have  the 
honour  further  to  inform  you,  sir,  that  a  Committee  is  ap- 
pointed to  take  cognizance  of  Sergeant  McFall's  conduct, 
and  report  the  same  to  this  House ;  and  that  we  are,  with 
the  utmost  respect,  yours,  &c. 

By  order. 
To  Major-General  Putnam. 

Ordered;  That  a  copy,  signed  by  the  President,  be  trans- 
mitted. 

A  Petition  of  Henry  Dawkins  was  read  and  filed.  He 
therein  informs  the  Congress  that  Philip  Youngs  is  innocent 
of  the  suspicion  of  being  concerned  in  counterfeiting  money. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


1359 


NEW-YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  JUNE,  1776. 


1360 


Mr.  Randall,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  Colonel  Malcom's  draft  of  the  depth  of  water 
in  the  Channel,  reported  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

Your  Committee  do  report  that,  from  the  best  inteili- 
f^ence  they  have  obtained,  the  obstructing  tiie  navigation  of 
Hudwn's  Rivet,  although  a  difficult  and  laborious  under- 
taking, is,  nevertheless,  in  our  opinion,  practicable ;  where- 
fore they  do  report  that  they  conceive  it  to  be  an  object 
worthy  of  the  pubiick  attention,  and  proper  to  be  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Thomas  Randall,  Chairman. 

The  House  having  heard  the  above  Report,  do  approve 
of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Randall,  and  Colonel 
Broome,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  General  Putnam  with 
the  said  Report. 

The  House  being  informed  that  Lord  Stirling  had  signi- 
fied his  willingness  to  go  with  such  persons  as  this  House 
shall  appoint,  and  give  his  aid  and  advice  in  sounding  the 
Channel : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Mercer,  and  Mr.  Shaw, 
be  requested  to  attend  Lord  Stirling  on  Wednesday  next,  to 
sound  the  Harbour,  and  that  Mr.  Shaw  provide  three  boats 
for  that  purpose. 

A  Letter  from  Augustus  Van  Home,  Vincent  P.  Ashfield, 
John  L.  C.  Roome,  and  Thomas  W.  Moore,  all  confined  in 
Jail  by  order  of  the  General  Committee  of  New-  York,  for 
refusing  to  sign  the  Declaration,  or  deliver  up  their  arms  on 
oath  as  directed  by  the  Resolutions  of  the  late  Provincial 
Congi'ess, — was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr. 
PaulSchenclc,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Townshend,  be  a  Committee 
to  take  the  said  Letter  into  consideration,  and  report  their 
opinion  thereon  to  this  House. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norwood,  the  Colony 
Storekeeper,  deliver  to  Colonel  Malcom  two  hundred  pounds 
of  Gunpowder,  two  hundred  pounds  of  Lead  in  Bullets,  and 
four  hundred  Fints,  from  the  Provincial  Magazine,  to  be 
sent  to  the  General  Committee  of  Charlotte  County,  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norwood,  the  Colony  Storekeeper,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  employ  as  many  proper  persons 
as  may  be  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  making  up  half  a  ton 
of  Gunpowder  into  Cartridges  of  different  sizes,  from  sixteen 
to  twenty-two  balls  in  the  pound,  with  all  depatch. 

A  recommendation  from  the  General  Committee  of  the 
City  and  County  oi New-Yorlc,  recommending  Mv.  Leary 
as  Second  Major  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  Militia  of  the 
said  City  and  County,  vice  John  Reade,  resigned.  * 

Ordered,  That  a  Commission  be  made  out  to  Mr.  Leary. 
Which  was  accordingly  done  immediately. 

A  Certificate,  dated  at  Blooming  Grove,  May  27th,  1776, 
and  signed  by  Phenehas  Heard  and  Thomas  Moffat,  two 
of  the  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Cornwall  Precinct,  in 
Orange  County,  whereby  it  appears  that  a  number  of  men 
residing  within  the  limits  of  the  Regiment  of  Cornwall,  im- 
bodied  with  a  view  of  forming  a  company  of  Light-Horse, 
and  that  the  following  persons  were  chosen  Officers,  to  wit : 
Ebenezer  Woodhull  Captain,  James  Sayre  Lieutenant,  Wil- 
liam. Heard  Cornet,  and  Azariah  Martin  Quartermaster. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  those  gentlemen 
respectively,  agreeable  to  the  rank  as  set  forth  in  the  said 
Return.    And  they  were  issued  accordingly. 

Die  Martis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  June  4,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Broome,  Captain  Denning,  Mr. 

Randall,  Col.  Stoutenburgh,  Col.  Brasher,  Mr.  Scott. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  TenBroeck,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Cuyler. 

'  CoMMlTTEE-CniMBF.Il,  NlW-YoKK,  JunS  2,   1776. 

Colonel  Abraham  Lott  having  acquainted  the  Committee  that  Mr. 
John  Reade,  formerly  elected  by  their  body  as  Second  Major  to  the  J\^ew 
York-  Mihtia,  of  which  he  is  Colonel,  has  declined  serving,  at  the  same 
time  recommending  Mr.  William  Leary  to  supply  his  place. 

The  Committee  Hesolved,  unanimously,  That  Mr.  William  Leary  he 
recommended  to  the  Congress  for  the  commission  of  Second  Major  of 
Colonel  Lou's  Regiment. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes :  Joseph  Wisteb,  Secretary. 


For  Orange. — Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Van  Houton. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Cortclyou. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Major  Locktoood,  Cap- 
tain Fleming. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

For  SuFi'OLK. — Gen.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Gelston. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  He  Lavergne,  Mr.  Paul  Sckenck, 
Mr.  Livingston. 

For  Queen's. — Mr.  Samuel  Townshend,  Mr.  James  Town- 
shend. 

For  King's — Mr.  Leffertse. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Malcom. 

Major  Webb  attended  the  Congress  with  a  Letter  from 
Abraham  Livingston,  directed  to  Colonel  McDougall.  He 
therein  informs  Colonel  McDougall  of  a  correspondence 
being  carried  on  between  the  Governour's  Ship  and  one  Mrs. 
Hill,  and  that  Mrs.  Hatch  is  concerned  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Randall  and  Mr.  Morris  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  Mrs.  Hatch,  and  all  such  persons  and 
places  as  they  shall  think  necessary  for  the  discovery  of  a 
certain  correspondence  between  the  said  Mrs.  Hatch,  or 
others,  and  persons  on  board  some  or  one  of  the  Ships  now 
lying  at  or  near  Sandy-Hook. 

The  Petition  o(  Philip  Youngs,  confined  by  order  of  this 
House  on  suspicion  of  being  privy  to  the  counterfeiting  Con- 
tinental money  :  * 

Ordered,  That  he  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  House  this 
afternoon. 

Mr.  Cortelyou  requested  blank  Commissions  for  the  Troop 
of  Horse  in  Richmond  County. 

Ordered,  That  blank  Commissions  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee oi Richmond  County,  subject  to  the  same  regulations 
as  the  other  Counties  to  which  blanks  are  sent. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  ways  and  means  be  devised 
to' take  or  arrest  Townshend  Hulet,  as  he  stands  charged 
with  being  concerned  with  the  Youngs  and  others  of  coun- 
terfeiting Continental  and  other  Paper  money. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Captain  Jeremiah  Wool  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  take  with  him  such  men  as 
he  may  deem  necessary,  not  exceeding  four,  and  proceed  to 
Nassau-Island ;  that  Captain  Wool  use  his  utmost  endea- 
vours to  apprehend  Townshend  Hulet,  charged  with  beitig 
concerned  in  counterfeiting  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  the  United 
Colonies. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  hearing  the  appeal  of  Andrew 
Gautier,  Jun.,  from  the  decision  of  the  General  Committee 
of  the  City  of  New-York,  was  read. 

The  parties,  with  their  witnesses  and  othei-s,  being  at- 
tending in  the  Hall: 

Ordered,  That  all  the  doors  be  opened,  and  the  parties, 
with  their  witnesses,  directed  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  the 
House,  and  all  other  persons  attending,  be  informed  that 
the  doors  are  open  for  admission. 

An  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  General  Committee 
of  New-York  for  refusing  Continental  money. 

Samuel  Ward  sworn.  He  and  Mr.  Van  Home  went  to 
Ten  Eyck  &f  Simmom's  store  to  purchase  tea,  and  asked 
whether  they  had  any  tea  to  sell.  Zacharias  Sickles,  one  of 
the  clerks,  made  answer,  Yes,  for  six  shillings  per  pound  ; 
that  Mr.  Gautier  went  to  weigh  the  tea,  and,  while  he  was 
weighing  it,  Mr.  Sickles  said  it  must  be  hard  money  for  the 
tea — gold  or  silver,  for  that  he  would  not  sell  an  oimce  of 
it  for  Continental  money.  This  was  said  in  the  hearing  of 
Mr.  Gautier.  That  the  witness  and  Mr.  Van  Home  an- 
swered, that  it  was  very  hard  that  they  could  not  get  neces- 
saries for  Continental  money;  that  for  six  shillings  in  silver 
they  could  purchase  more  than  for  eight  shillings  of  Conti- 
nental money,  and  that  they  had  no  hard  money  with  them. 
Sickles  said  they  were  good-for-nothing  rascals;  ordered  them 

*  To  the  honourable  the  Provincial  Cojigress  for  the  Province  o/Nkw- 

YoHK,  this  ith  day  of  June,  1776. 
7'lie  Petition  of  Philip  Yousgs,  a  Prisoner  in  custody,  humbly  show- 

eth: 
That  your  Petitioner  humbly  conceives  himself  hardly  dealt  by,  mere- 
ly on  suspicion  of  a  fact  of  which  he  is  entirely  innocent,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  himself  and  family,  as  his  business,  in  his  absence,  lays 
very  much  neglected,  having  at  this  time  his  vessel  ready  to  sail.  Your 
Petitioner,  therefore,  humbly  begs  your  Honours  to  admit  him  to  a  further 
hearing  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient.  Your  compliance  will  greatly 
oblige  your  distressed  humble  servant,  Philip  Youngs. 
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out  of  the  house ;  said  they  should  not  have  the  tea  for 
Continental  money,  and  that  they  might  do  their  worst; 
complain  to  the  Committee,  or  whatever  they  pleased,  for 
that  Mr.  Alsop,  one  of  the  Continental  Delegates,  sold  his  tea 
for  hard  money  and  no  otherwise,  and  would  not ;  that  Mr. 
Gauticr  weighed  the  tea  for  Van  Home,  and  started  it  out 
afterwards ;  says  Mr.  Gauiier  weighed  the  tea  for  Van  Home, 
took  it  out  of  the  hox  for  that  purpose  and  put  it  in  a  paper, 
and  when  he  found  he  could  get  nothing  but  Continental 
money,  poured  it  back  again.  Witness  says  he  did  not  say 
that  if  he  had  the  hard  money  they  should  not  have  it.  Ac- 
knowledges that  he  said  he  would  not  be  too  good  to  raise  a 
posse  and  take  the  tea  by  force.  Sickles  said  if  he  did  he 
would  blow  his  brains  out. 

Cornelius  Van  Home  sworn.  He  and  Ward  went  to  pur- 
chase tea,  and  Ward  asked  the  price ;  Sickles  said  it  was 
six  shillings  per  pound.  Witness  asked  to  have  a  pound 
weighed  ;  Mr.  Gander  went  to  weigh  it.  Witness  was  going 
to  pull  out  his  pocket-book,  and  Sickles  said  he  should  not 
have  the  tea  without  hard  money — silver  or  gold ;  he  said 
he  thought  Mr.  Sickles  was  joking ;  where  should  carmen 
get  hard  money?  we  work  for  the  Continent  and  get  Con- 
tinental money.  Told  him  further  that  it  was  very  hard  to 
work  for  Continental  money  and  not  be  able  to  purchase 
with  it  the  necessaries  for  his  family.  Whereupon  Mr.  Gau- 
tier,  who  had  weighed  the  tea,  threw  it  back  into  the  chest ; 
that  the  conversation  about  hard  money  arose  after  Mr. 
Gautier  had  begun  to  weigh  the  tea. 

The  defendant  confesses  that  he  told  the  witnesses  he 
asked  gold  or  silver  for  his  tea,  and  turned  it  back  into  the 
chest  when  they  declared  they  would  not  give  gold  or 
silver. 

Joseph  Winter  sworn.  Says  the  defendant  fully  exculpa- 
ted Mr.  Sickles,  and  took  the  charge  on  himself. 

Mr.  Dunscombe  says  that  Gautier  before  the  Committee 
cleared  Sickles,  and  Sickles  declared  he  had  never  refused 
Continental  money,  and  he  alone  had  refused  the  money; 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee  will  prove  this.  Mr. 
Gautier  so  far  admits  this  matter  that  he  acknowledges 
he  turned  the  tea  into  the  box.  Gautier  further  says  that 
he  does  not  know  what  money  the  cartmen  had ;  that  no 
money  was  tendered  to  him ;  that  they  told  him  it  was  paper 
money,  and  therefore  he  refused  to  deliver  the  tea. 

Joseph  Winter,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evange- 
lists, says :  That  Mr.  Andrew  Gauticr,  on  his  examination 
before  the  General  Committee,  fully  exculpated  Sickles,  and 
took  the  whole  charge  upon  himself;  that  he  understood 
that  he  exculpated  Sickles  to  both  charges.  Mr.  Gautier 
says  he  has  not  any  questions  to  ask  the  witness. 

The  parties  and  witnesses  withdrew.  The  allegations  of 
the  parties  examined.  The  Congress  having  heard  the  wit- 
nesses in  the  case  o[ Andrew  Gautier,  Jun., 

Resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  General  Committee 
of  the  City  and  County  of  New-  York,  in  the  case  of  ^n- 
drew  Gautier,  Jun.,  be  and  is  hereby  confirmed. 

The  United  Colonies,  )  r\  i  /•       .u    #-.         i 

'  f  Un  an  appeal  from  the  General 

.  ri  '  T        i      Committee  o^  New- York. 

Andrew  UAtrriEH,  Jun.    ) 

Mr.  Dunscombe  and  Mr.  John  Campbell,  two  of  the  Ge- 
neral Committee,  attended  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  and 
their  appointments  were  read. 

The  Minutes  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  of 
New-York  were  read;  whereby  it  appears  that  complaint 
had  been  made  against  Andrew  Gautier,  Jun.,  for  refusing 
Continental  bills  in  payment.  That  on  the  testimony  of 
Samuel  Pratt  and  Samuel  Ward,  (whose  depositions  taken 
before  the  Committee  were  read,)  the  said  General  Com- 
mittee had  "Resolved,  That  Mr.  Andrew  Gautier,  Jun.,  had 
violated  the  Resolution  of  Congress  in  refusing  to  receive  the 
Continental  bills  in  payment,  and  that  he  be  held  up  to  the 
publick  as  an  enemy  to  his  country." 

That  from  this  decision  Mr.  Gautier  has  appealed  to  this 
Congress.  The  defence  of  the  said  Andrew  Gautier,  Jun., 
by  him  delivered  in  writing,  was  also  read,  whereby  he  con- 
fesses and  avoids  the  said  charge. 

Mr.  Dunscombe  informed  that  Samuel  Pratt  is  on  board 
of  a  Continental  Sloop. 

Samuel  Ward,  being  duly  sworn  and  examined,  says : 
That  he  and  Va7i  Home  heard  that  there  was  tea  to  sell  at 


Ten  Eyck  Sf  Seaman's  store ;  that  they  went  to  the  store 
and  asked  if  they  had  tea  to  sell ;  that  Zacharias  Sickles 
answered.  Yes,  for  six  shillings  per  pound  ;  that  Gautier 
weighed  the  tea ;  that,  while  Gautier  weighed  the  tea, 
Sickles  said  it  must  be  paid  for  in  hard  money — gold  or  sil- 
ver; that  he  and  Van  Home  complained  that  they  should 
be  refused  necessaries  for  Continental  money  ;  that  for  six 
shillings  in  silver  they  could  purchase  more  than  for  eight 
shillings  in  Continental  money,  and  told  them  they  had  not 
any  hard  money;  that  this  was  said  in  the  hearing  of  Gautier; 
that  Sickles  said  he  would  not  sell  the  tea  for  Continental 
money,  and  called  him  a  rascal,  and  bid  him  begone  out  of 
the  house,  and  told  him  he  might  do  his  worst — complain  to 
the  Committee  or  do  as  he  pleased,  for  that  Mr.  Alsop,  one 
of  the  Continental  Delegates,  sold  his  tea  for  hard  money, 
and  would  not  sell  it  otherwise ;  that  Gautier,  when  he  had 
weighed  the  tea  and  put  it  up  in  a  paper,  returned  it  into  the 
box  when  he  could  not  get  gold  or  silver  for  it ;  that  Gautier 
had  weighed  the  tea  for  Van  Home;  that  though  ihe  de- 
ponent went  for  tea,  he  did  not  ask  to  weigh  any  for  him- 
self, because  Van  Home  was  refused.  The  witness  being 
asked  by  Gautier  whether  he  did  not  declare  that  if  he  had 
hard  money  he  would  not  pay  it  for  the  tea  ?  the  witness 
says  he  did  not  make  any  such  declaration  ;  that  after  he 
was  much  irritated  by  abusive  language,  he  said  he  thought 
it  right  for  a  mob  to  take  the  tea  by  force  and  weigh  it  out, 
but  that  he  then  meant,  and  soon  after  declared  to  the  peo- 
ple, that  in  that  case  it  ought  to  be  sold  at  six  shillings  per 
pound.  Continental  money. 

Cornelius  Van  Home,  being  duly  sworn, says:  He  went 
with  Ward  to  purchase  tea ;  Ward  asked  the  price ;  Sickles 
said  six  shillings  per  pound  ;  he  desired  to  weigh  a  pound ; 
that  Gautier  weighed  the  tea ;  that  when  he  took  out  his 
pocket-book  to  pay  for  the  tea.  Sickles  said  he  should  not 
have  the  tea  without  hard  money — gold  or  silver ;  that  he 
(the  said  Ward)  told  Sickles  that  he  thought  he  was  joking ; 
that  cartmen  had  no  hard  money;  that  they  worked  for  the 
Continent  and  were  paid  in  Continental  money;  that  it  was 
hard  they  could  not  get  necessaries  for  Continental  money; 
that  Gautier,  who  had  weighed  the  tea,  returned  it  into  the 
box ;  that  Gautier  was  weighing  the  tea  when  he  was  about 
paying  for  it,  and  before  any  mention  had  been  made  about 
hard  money;  that  the  said  Sickles  refused  to  take  Continental 
money  for  tea. 

Mr.  Lewis  Thibou  and  a  number  of  citizens,  who  style 
themselves  a  Committee  of  Mechanicks,  having  come  into 
the  Congress-Chamber  while  the  last-mentioned  witness  was 
under  examination,  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  paper  which 
they  style  an  Address,  the  House  was  ordered  to  be  cleared, 
in  order  that  the  said  paper  may  be  inspected,  to  discover 
whether  it  is  proper  for  this  Congress  to  receive  the  same. 
The  said  paper  and  Address  being  inspected,  the  door  was 
opened,  and  the  said  citizens  were  desired  to  come  into  the 
Chamber,  and  the  said  paper  or  Address  being  read  by  the 
said  Lewis  Thibou,  was  delivered  in  at  the  Chair. 

They  therein  set  forth  that  they  are  devoted  friends  to 
their  bleeding  country ;  that  they  are  afflicted  by  beholding 
her  struggling  under  heavy  loads  of  oppression  and  tyran- 
ny, and  the  more  so  when  they  view  the  iron  hand  lifted  up 
against  them ;  that  their  Prince  is  deaf  to  petitions  for  inter- 
posing his  royal  authority  for  redressing  our  grievances ;  that 
one  year  has  not  sufficed  to  satisfy  the  rage  of  a  cruel  Minis- 
try in  their  bloody  pursuits,  designed  to  reduce  us  to  be  slaves, 
and  to  be  taxed  by  them  without  our  consent ;  that,  therefore, 
they  rather  wish  to  separate  from,  than  continue  connected 
with,  such  oppressors;  and  declare  that,  if  this  Congress 
should  think  proper  to  instruct  their  Delegates  in  Continen- 
tal Congress  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  in  that  august 
assembly  to  cause  these  United  Colonies  to  become  inde- 
pendent of  Great  Britain,  it  would  give  them  the  highest 
satisfaction;  and  they  thereby  sincerely  promise  to  endeavour 
to  support  the  same  with  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

Thereupon  an  Answer  was  given  to  Mr.  Leivis  Thibou 
in  the  words  following,  viz : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  June  4,  1776. 

Sir :  We  consider  the  Mechanicks  in  Union  as  a  volun- 
tary association  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city, 
who  are  warmly  attached  to  the  cause  of  liberty.  We 
flatter  ourselves,  however,  that  neither  that  Association  nor 
their  Committee  will  claim  any  authority  whatsoever  in  the 
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transactions  of  the  present  times  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
tliey  will  ever  be  ready  to  submit  to  that  constitutional  au- 
thority which,  by  a  free  election,  has  been  vested  in  Con- 
gress and  Committees.  This  Congress  is,  at  all  times,  ready 
and  w  illing  to  attend  to  every  request  of  their  constituents, 
or  any  part  of  them.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  alone  have  that  enlarged  view  of  our  politi- 
cal" circumstances  which  will  enable  them  to  decide  upon 
those  measures  which  are  necessary  for  the  general  welfare. 
We  cannot  presume,  by  any  instructions,  to  make  or  declare 
any  resolutions  or  declarations  upon  so  general  and  momen- 
tous a  concern ;  but  are  determined  patiently  to  await  and 
firmly  to  abide  by  whatever  a  majority  of  that  august  body 
shall  think  needful.  We  therefore  cannot  presume  to  in- 
struct the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  upon  the  momentous 
question  to  which  your  Address  refei-s,  until  we  are  informed 
that  it  is  brought  before  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the 
sense  of  this  Colony  be  required  through  this  Congress. 
Nathaniel  JVoodhull  ****** 
Ordered,  This  bill  to  be  taken  up  the  first  thing  to-mor- 


row. 

* 


Die  Martis,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  June  4,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  JVoodhull,  President, 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Stoutcnhurgh,  Mr. 

Halktt,  Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Bcekman, 

Mr.  Sands. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cui/ler,  Mr.  GUnn. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Van  Houten,  Mr.  Pye. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Malcom. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Parks,  Colonel  liashrouck. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Major  Lockwood,  Cap- 
tain Flemming,  Colonel  Graham. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Cortelyou,  Mr.  Conner. 
For  Suffolk. — General  JVoodhull,  Mr.Gelston,  Mr.Strong. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Paul  Schenck,  Mr. 

De  Lavergne. 
For  Queen's. — Mr.  Samuel  Townshend,  Mr.  James  Town- 

shend,  Mr.  Fare  JJ^yck. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

Christopher  Duyckinck,  and  the  others  charged  with  vio- 
lently entering  the  house  of  Samuel  Louden,  and  destroying 
his  Pamphlets,  having  attended  this  morning  pursuant  to 
order,  were  directed  to  attend  this  afternoon  ;  when  the 
parties  again  attending,  but  publick  business  of  importance 
rendering  it  necessary  to  postpone  the  hearing  of  the  parties 
on  the  subject. 

Ordered,  That  the  hearing  of  Mr.  Louden's  complaint 
be  postponed  till  next  Tuesday  morning. 

Mr.  Duyckinck  and  the  others  were  called  in  and  informed 
of  this  order  by  the  President  from  the  Chair.  Mr.  Louden 
not  being  present. 

Ordered,  That  the  Doorkeeper  be  directed  to  inform  him 
thereof  likewise. 

Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Randall,  from  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed this  morning  to  examine  Mrs.  Hatch  and  others  of 
holding  a  Correspondence  with  the  Ships  lying  at  or  near 
Sandy-Hook,  report,  that  they  have  examined  Mrs.  Hatch, 
as  also  Mrs.  Hill,  and,  after  a  strict  inquiry,  are  of  opinion  that 
the  suspicions  against  those  persons  are  not  well-founded. 

Die  Mercurii,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  June  5,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present,  Brigadier-General  JVoodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — -Colonel  Broome,  Mr,  Sands,  Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Scott. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuykr,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck. 
.  For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Major  Lockwood,  Co- 
lonel L.  Graham,  Captain  Flemming. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Pye. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

For  Suffolk. — Gen.  JVoodhull,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Gelston, 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr. 
Paul  Schenck. 


For  Queen's. — Mr.  Samuel  Townshend,  Mr.  James  Totvn- 

shend,  Mr.  Van  JVyck. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  JVebster,  Colonel  Malcom. 

A  Letter  from  Edmund  Pendleton,  President  of  the  Con- 
vention of  J-'irginia,  dated  May  22,  1776,  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Virginia,  May  22,  1776. 

"  I  am  honoured  with  the  commands  of  the  General 
Convention  of  this  Colony  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed  Re- 
solutions, which  they  have  thought  it  indispensably  necessary 
to  enter  into  at  this  important  crisis;  requesting  you  will 
communicate  their  contents  to  the  Convention  of  your  coun- 
try for  their  consideration. 

"  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 

'  "  Edmund  Pendleton,  President. 

"To  the  President  of  the  Convention  of  New- York." 

Resolves  of  the  said  Convention,  enclosed  in  the  said 
Letter,  were  also  read  and  filed,  and  are  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

"  In  Convention,  Wednesday,  May  15, 1776. 

"Present:  One  hundred  and  twelve  Members. 

"  Forasmuch  as  all  the  endeavours  of  the  United  Colonies, 
by  the  most  decent  representations  and  Petitions  to  the  King 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  restore  peace  and  se- 
curity to  America  under  the  British  Government,  and  a 
reunion  with  that  people  upon  just  and  liberal  terms,  instead 
of  a  redress  of  grievances,  have  produced  from  an  imperious 
and  vindictive  Administration  increased  insult,  oppression, 
and  a  vigorous  attempt  to  effect  our  total  destruction.  By 
a  late  act  all  these  Colonies  are  declared  to  be  in  rebellion 
and  out  of  the  protection  of  the  British  Crown ;  our  proper- 
ties subject  to  confiscation  ;  our  people,  when  captivated, 
compelled  to  join  in  the  murder  and  plunder  of  their  rela- 
tions and  countrymen  ;  and  all  former  rapine  and  oppression 
oi  Americans  declared  legal  and  just.  Fleets  and  armies  are 
raised,  and  the  aid  of  foreign  troops  engaged  to  assist  these 
destructive  purposes.  The  King's  Representative  in  this 
Colony  hath  not  only  withheld  all  the  powers  of  Government 
from  operating  for  our  safety,  but,  having  retired  on  board  an 
armed  ship,  is  carrying  on  a  piratical  and  savage  war  against 
us,  tempting  our  slaves,  by  every  artifice,  to  resort  to  him, 
and  training  and  employing  them  against  their  masters. 

"In  this  state  of  extreme  danger  we  have  no  alternative 
left  but  an  abject  submission  to  the  will  of  those  overbearing 
tyrants,  or  a  total  separation  from  the  Crown  and  Govern- 
ment oi  Great  Britain,  uniting  and  exerting  the  strength  of 
all  America  for  defence,  and  forming  alliances  with  foreign 
Powers  for  commerce  and  aid  in  war.  Wherefore,  appealing 
to  the  Searcher  of  hearts  for  the  sincerity  of  former  declara- 
tions expressing  our  desire  to  preserve  the  connection  with 
that  nation,  and  that  we  are  driven  from  that  inclination  by 
their  wicked  councils  and  the  eternal  laws  of  self-preserva- 
tion: 

"  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Delegates  appointed 
to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress  be  instructed 
to  propose  to  that  respectable  body  to  declare  the  United 
Colonies  free  and  independent  States,  absolved  from  all 
allegiance  to,  or  dependance  upon,  the  Crown  and  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain ;  and  that  they  give  the  assent  of  this 
Colony  for  such  declaration,  and  to  whatever  measures  may 
be  thought  proper  and  necessary  by  the  Congress,  for  forming 
foreign  alliances,  and  a  confederation  of  the  Colonies,  at  such 
time  and  in  such  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  best ;  provi- 
ded that  the  power  of  forming  Government  for,  and  the 
regulation  of  the  internal  concerns  of  each  Colony,  be  left 
to  the  respective  Colonial  Legislatures. 

"Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  a  Declaration  of  Rights  and  such  a  plan  of  Go- 
vernment as  will  be  most  likely  to  maintain  peace  and  order 
in  this  Colony,  and  secure  substantial  and  equal  liberty  to 
the  people.  ,,  Edmund  Pendleton,  Pres't." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Morris  be  a  Committee 
to  prepare  a  draft  of  an  Answer  to  the  foregoing  Letter, 
and  report  the  same. 

A  Letter  from  Willicm  Rogers,  Commander  of  the  Pro- 
vincial armed  Sloop  Montgomery,  dated  at  Little  Egg- 
Harbour,  May  22,  1776,  was  read  and  filed. 
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It  was  suggested  to  the  Congress  by  a  Member,  tliat 
many  people  in  the  Colony  are  manufacturing  Saltpetre ; 
that  it  will  probably  become  a  staple  of  the  Colony;  that  as 
the  Congress  of  this  Colony  is  to  pay  an  exceeding  high 
price  for  all  such  quantities  of  Saltpetre  as  shall  be  made 
in  this  Colony  in  a  given  time,  that,  therefore,  as  well  for  the 
publick  safety  to  procure  good  Saltpetre,  as  to  increase  the 
goodness  and  value  of  the  commodity,  it  is  necessary  to  have 
Inspectors  of  Saltpetre  appointed  to  ascertain  its  quality. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lewis  Graham,  Mr.  Livingston, 
and  Mr.  Haring,  be  a  Committee  to  form  and  report  such 
method  of  appointing  Inspectors  of  Saltpetre  as  may  prevent 
Impositions  in  that  article,  and  that  the  said  Committee  re- 
port with  all  convenient  speed. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  case  o{  Andrew 
Gautier,  Jun.,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  deter- 
mination : 

Andrew  Gautier,  Jun.,  having  been  duly  convicted  before 
the  General  Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of  New- 
York,  of  refusing  to  receive  the  Continental  paper  currency 
in  payment  for  tea ;  and  the  judgment  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee now  being  by  the  Congress  on  appeal  confirmed,  the 
said  Andrew  Gautier  saith :  That  he  never  refused  Conti- 
nental money  for  goods,  except  in  this  instance,  for  which 
he  hath  been  condemned  ;  that  he  hath  always  been  a  steady 
and  warm  friend  to  the  American  cause ;  that  he  is  deter- 
mined to  support  the  same  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  and  that  he 
served  in  the  New-  York  Fusileers  until  he  was  elected  an 
OfEcer  in  one  of  the  Ward  Companies ;  and  further  de- 
clares, in  the  most  solemn  manner,  upon  his  word  of  honour, 
that  his  offence  was  committed  undesignedly,  and  that  he  is 
sincerely  sorry  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Andrew  Gautier,  Jun., 
be,  and  is  hereby,  pardoned  and  absolved  from  the  said 
offence. 

Application  was  made  to  the  Congress  for  an  additional 
small  quantity  of  Gunpowder  for  Queen's  County,  and  infor- 
mation therewith  given  that  Captain  John  Sands  has  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  and  forty  men  in  his  District,  but  that 
they  are  in  general  destitute  of  Gunpowder. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Norwood,  the  Commissary, 
deliver  one  hundred  weight  of  Gunpowder  to  Oliver  Thome, 
the  bearer  hereof,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
County  Committee  of  Queen's  County,  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  County  who  are  friends  to  the  American 
cause,  to  be  charged  to  the  said  County,  and  to  be  paid  for 
at  the  same  price  as  the  former  parcel  sent  to  that  County. 
And  the  Chairman  of  the  County  Committee  is  requested  to 
take  the  same  care  as  to  the  distribution  of,  and  payment 
for  this  Gunpowder,  as  the  former  parcel.  Mr.  Norwood  is 
to  take  a  receipt  for  the  Gunpowder  he  may  deliver. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  Captain  John  Johnson 
has  it  in  his  power  to  apprehend  a  negro  of  Colonel  Edmund 
Fanning,  who  has  heretofore  been  made  use  of  to  keep  up 
a  communication  with  the  ships-of-war,  and  the  ship  on 
board  of  which  Governour  Tryon  resides : 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Johnson  be  requested  to  cause 
the  said  negro  to  be  apprehended,  and  put  into  safe  custody 
until  further  order. 

The  President  informed  the  Congress  that  Dr.  Treat  had 
informed  him  that  the  Director  of  the  General  Hospital  for 
the  American  Army  was  desirous  to  purchase  the  Medicines 
belonging  to  the  Colony  which  are  in  the  care  of  Dr.  Treat, 
and  desires  the  direction  of  this  Congress  whether  the  said 
Medicines  shall  be  sold  to  Dr.  Morgan  for  the  use  of  the  said 
General  Hospital. 

The  Congress  took  the  same  into  consideration,  and  de- 
termined that  the  said  Medicines  ought  not  to  be  sold  at 
present,  as  the  inhabitants  may  thereby  be  left  destitute  and 
suffer,  and  there  may  be  a  greater  necessity  for  them  before 
others  can  be  obtained.  That  Dr.  Treat  be  requested  to 
continue  to  take  care  of,  and  preserve  the  said  Medicines, 
until  further  order,  and  that  the  Congress  of  this  Colony 
will  allow  him  a  reasonable  reward  for  his  trouble  in  the 
premises. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  hear  the  Resolutions  relative 
to  persons  dangerous  and  disaffected  to  the  American  cause, 
and  to  persons  of  equivocal  character.  The  same  being  de- 
liberately read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  Committee  appointed 


to  carry  diose  Resolutions  into  execution,  they  are  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress,  by  their  Resolve  of 
the  6th  day  of  October  last,  did  recommend  to  the  several 
Provincial  Assemblies  and  Conventions,  and  Councils  or 
Committees  of  Safety,  to  arrest  and  secure  every  person  in 
their  respective  Colonies  whose  going  at  large  might,  in 
their  opinion,  endanger  the  safety  of  the  Colony  or  the  liber- 
ties of  America  : 

And  whereas,  from  sundry  informations  and  evidences 
exhibited  to  this  Congress,  it  appears  that  the  enemies  of 
American  liberty  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies  have 
a  general  communication  with  each  other,  by  reason  whereof 
the  influence  of  the  British  Ministry,  however  feeble,  is 
in  some  measure  sustained,  and  the  minds  of  the  people 
frequently  alarmed  and  poisoned  by  false  reports  and  misre- 
presentations purposely  framed  and  propagated  with  design 
to  promote  the  views  and  machinations  of  the  enemies  of 
America : 

And  whereas  certain  persons  in  Queen's  County,  King's 
County,  the  City  and  County  of  New-York,  Richmond 
County,  and  Westchester  County,  have  been  represented  to 
this  Congress  as  disaffected  to  the  American  cause,  and, 
together  with  othere  in  various  parts  of  the  Colony,  who 
having  little  or  no  property  in  it,  or  regard  for  its  rights,  may 
be  influenced  by  the  hope  of  plunder  and  confiscation  to 
take  an  active  part  with  our  enemies  whenever  it  may,  in 
their  opinion,  be  done  with  success : 

And  whereas,  from  various  reports  and  the  best  intelligence 
which  could  be  obtained  from  Europe,  as  well  as  from  the 
positive  assertions  of  the  disaffected  throughout  this  and  the 
neighbouring  Colonies,  there  is  great  reason  to  expect  that 
an  hostile  armament  will  soon  arrive  in  the  Colony,  whereby 
it  hath  become  highly  expedient  and  necessary  to  provide 
that  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  while  employed  in  re- 
pelling a  foreign  invasion,  be  not  injured  or  annoyed  by 
domestick  enemies : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  following  persons  in  Queen's 
County,  the  City  and  County  of  New-York,  and  Richmond 
County,  whose  conduct  has  been  represented  to  this  Con- 
gress as  inimical  to  the  cause  and  rights  of  America,  and 
who,  if  summoned,  would  probably  not  appear,  but  secrete 
themselves,  be  arrested  and  brought  before  a  Committee  of 
this  Congress,  hereinafter  nominated  and  appointed,  to  wit: 
In  Queen's  County* — 

Richard  Hulet,    T  John  Bodine,  Chase  of  Jamaica. 

Stephen  Hulet,    C  of  Rockaicay.    John  Hulet,  of  Oyster-Bay. 
Joseph  Beagle,   j  Isaac  Denton,  of  JVeariJoc/taway. 

John  Kendall,  at  Daniel  Thorn's,  Flushing. 

In  the  City  and  County  of  New-  York — 

Peter  McLean,  Samuel  Galsworthy,      Francis  De  La  Roach. 

In  Richmond  County — 

Isaac  Decker,  Abraham  Harris,  Ephraim  Taylor, 

Minne  Burger. 

And  that  the  following  persons  in  the  Counties  aforesaid, 
and  in  the  County  of  Westchester  and  King's  County,  whose 
conduct  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress  as  equally 
inimical  with  that  of  the  former,  but  who  would  probably 
appear  on  being  summoned,  be  summoned  by  the  said  Com-  ' 
mittee  to  appear  before  them  at  such  time  and  place  as  they 
may  appoint,  and  in  default  of  appearance,  on  proof  of  the 
service  of  the  summons,  that  they  be  arrested  in  like  manner 
as  the  former,  to  wit — 

Theop.  Hardenbergh, 
Samuel  Burling, 
John  Woods, 
Benjamin  Williams, 
Theophylact  Bachc, 

In  King's  County — 

Theophylact  Bacho, 


William  Newton, 
Linus  King, 
John  B.  Dash, 
Henry  Law, 
John  Milliner, 


William  Bayard, 
Christopher  Benson, 
Frederick  Rhinelander, 
James  Coggeshall. 


Benjamin  James. 


•./J  ijsfo/ Queen's  County  Tories. — Richard  Hulet,  Thomas  Corn- 
wall, Stephen  Hulet,  Gabriel  Ludlow,  Dr.  Charles  Arden,  Joseph  Bea- 
gle, Joseph  Langdon,  Dr.  Martin,  Judge  Thomas  Jones,  Captain  .Archi- 
bald Hamilton,  Flushinff;  David  Coldan,  ditto;  Richard  Coldan,  ditto; 
Judge  Ludlow,  Plains;  Justice  Claus,  Captain  John  Kendall,  at  Daniel 
Thorn's,  Flushing;  John  Moore,  JVe-wfoivn;  David  Beattie,  Hempstead; 
Mr.  John  Baudin,  at  Jamaica;  Mr.  Chafe,  ditto;  John  Hulet,  Oyster- 
Bay;  Hugh  Wallace,  Esq.,  George  FoUiott,  Samuel  Doughty. 

Jl  List  of  Inhabitants  o/ Queen's  County,  under  bonds  fled  in  the 
Provincial  Congress. — Daniel  Kissam,  Gilbert  Van  Wyck,  John  Wil- 
lett,  David  Brooks,  Charles  Hicks,  John  Townshend,  John  Polhemus, 
Benjamin  Whitehead,  Thomas  Smith,  John  Shoals,  Samuel  Martin, 
Nathaniel  Moore,  Samuel  Hallctt,  William  Waynman. 
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In  Queen's  County — 

Charles  Arden,     John  Moore,  Sen.,     David  Beatty,  of //em/i»/earf. 

In  fl'cstchester  County — 

Frederick  Phillips,  Samuel  Merrill,  James  Horton,  Jun., 

Caleb  Morgan,  Peter  Come,  William  Sutton, 

Nathaniel  Underbill,  Peter  Huggcford,  William  Barker. 

Joshua  Purdy,  Absalom  Gidney, 

Wliich  said  Committee  are  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired impartially  to  inquire  and  determine  whether  any, 
and  which  of  the  said  persons,  have  afforded  aid  or  suste- 
nance to  the  British  Fleets  or  Armies,  contrary  to  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  or  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  or 
been  active  in  dissuading  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Colony  from  associating  for  the  defence  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies against  the  unjust  claims  and  hostile  attacks  of  the 
British  Parliament,  decried  the  value  of  the  Continental 
money,  and  endeavoured  to  prevent  its  currency,  contrary 
to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  or  Provincial 
Congress,  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony,  or  been 
concerned  or  actually  engaged  in  any  schemes  to  retard  or 
oppose  the  measures  now  pursuing  by  the  United  Colonies 
for  their  defence  against  the  tyrannical  and  cruel  attacks  of 
the  British  Ministry,  or  their  allies,  adherents,  or  agents. 

That  all  such  of  the  said  persons  as  shall  be  found  by  the 
said  Committee  to  be  innocent  of  the  said  offences,  be  im- 
mediately discharged  ;  and  that  a  certificate  of  such  acquit- 
tal, and  of  the  true  light  in  which  they  may  respectively 
appear  to  the  said  Committee,  under  the  hands  of  the  said 
Committee,  be  given  by  them  to  the  said  several  persons  so 
acquitted ;  and  that  they  also  report  to  this  Congress  the 
names  of  the  persons  so  acquitted,  that  the  same  may  be 
entered  on  their  Journals,  and  published,  to  the  end  that 
the  reputation  of  such  innocent  persons  may  not  suffer  or  be 
injured  by  their  having  been  so  arrested.  Provided,  never- 
theless, That  if  the  said  persons  so  to  be  acquitted  should 
appear  in  a  suspicious  light  to  the  said  Committee,  that  the 
said  Committee  proceed  against  them  in  the  manner  herein- 
after prescribed  for  their  conduct  against  persons  of  a  suspi- 
cious and  equivocal  character. 

And  with  respect  to  all  such  of  the  said  persons  as  the 
Committee  shall  find  guilty  of  all  or  any  of  said  offences, 
the  said  Committee  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
commit  to  safe  custody  all  such  of  them  whose  going  at 
large  would,  in  their  opinion,  endanger  the  safety  of  the  Co- 
lony or  the  liberties  of  America ;  and  that  they  discharge 
the  remainder  of  them  on  their  giving  bond,  with  good  secu- 
rity, to  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  time 
being,  by  name,  to  cease  and  forbear  all  opposition  to  the 
resolutions  and  measures  of  the  Continental  Congress,  or 
Provincial  Congress,  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony, 
for  the  defence  of  the  United  Colonies  against  the  unjust 
claims  and  hostile  operations  of  the  British  Ministry  to  en- 
force them. 

And  in  case  it  should  appear  to  the  said  Committee  in- 
expedient that  any  of  the  said  persons  should  continue  to 
dwell  at  his  usual  place  of  residence,  that  then  tiiey  do  as- 
sign to  such  person  or  persons  another  place  of  residence  in 
this  or  one  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  and  take  his  or 
"their  parole,  or  word  of  honour ;  or  if  they  should  not  be 
deemed  sufficient,  other  security  to  abide  there,  and  not 
leave  it  without  license  from  this  or  a  future  Congress ;  and 
in  case  of  refusal  to  give  such  parole  and  security,  to  com- 
mit him  or  them  to  safe  custody. 

And  whereas  it  may  happen  that  the  said  Committee  may 
be  informed  of  other  dangerous  persons  not  herein  named, 
whom  it  would  be  expedient  and  necessary  to  summon  or 
apprehend : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  authorized  and  required  to  cause  such  persons  to  be 
summoned  or  apprehended,  as  they  may  think  proper,  and 
to  proceed  against  them  in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein- 
before directed  with  respect  to  the  persons  herein  particu- 
larly named. 

And  whereas  employing  detachments  of  the  Militia  of 
this  Colony,  in  arresting  the  said  persons  will  not  only  be 
expensive,  but  the  assembling  of  them  may  alarm  the  sus- 
picions of  the  said  persons  and  their  adherents,  and  thereby 
tend  to  defeat  the  design  of  these  Resolutions ;  and  as  the 
Continental  troops  quartered  in  and  near  the  said  three 
Counties  of  Neta-York,  Queen's,  and  Richmond,  may  be 


employed  in  the  said  business  with  little  trouble  to  them- 
selves and  with  greater  prospect  of  success; 

Resolved,  therefore,  Tiiat  the  said  Committee  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  authorized  to  confer  with  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  said  troops,  and  to  request  of  him  such  detach- 
ments of  them  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ; 
and  that  he  give  order  that  the  said  detachments  while  so  em- 
ployed be  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Committee,  or  of 
discreet  persons  to  be  by  them  appointed  :  Provided,  never- 
theless. That  the  said  Committee  are  hereby  empowered  to 
employ  such  detachments  of  the  Militia  as  they  may  think 
expedient  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  there  may  be,  and  doubtless  are,  in  other 
Counties  of  this  Colony,  divers  dangerous  persons  at  present 
unknown  to  this  Congress: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committees 
of  all  the  Counties  in  this  Colony  to  be  vigilant,  and  use 
their  utmost  endeavours  from  time  to  time  to  discover  and 
summon  or  apprehend  them,  and  treat  them  in  like  manner 
as  is  hereinbefore  prescribed  with  respect  to  the  persons 
hereby  ordered  to  be  arrested,  and  to  report  their  proceedings 
therein  to  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being. 

And  whereas  it  may  often  happen  that  the  Committees  of 
Towns  and  other  Districts  in  a  County  may  discover  many 
dangerous  persons  whom  it  would  be  proper  immediately  to 
secure,  in  which  case  an  application  to  the  County  Committee 
would  not  only  be  attended  with  great  delay,  but  would  also 
afford  such  dangerous  persons  an  opportunity  to  escape  : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Connnittees  of  the  dif- 
ferent Towns  and  Districts  in  the  several  Counties  of  this 
Colony  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  required 
to  cause  all  persons  whom  they  may  esteem  dangerous  and 
disaffected,  to  appear  before  them,  either  by  arrest  or  sum- 
mons, as  the  said  Committee,  in  their  discretion,  may  think 
proper,  and  take  from  the  said  persons  respectively  good 
and  sufficient  security  to  appear  before  the  General  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall 
order  him  to  attend,  and  then  and  there  to  answer  such  mat- 
ters as  shall  before  the  said  General  Committee  be  alleged 
against  him ;  and  on  refusal  to  give  such  security,  to  com- 
mit to  safe  custody  the  said  person  or  persons  so  refusing, 
until  the  then  next  meeting  of  the  said  General  Committee 
with  whom  the  accusation  against  the  said  dangerous  and 
disaffected  person  or  persons  ought  forthwith  to  be  lodged  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Town  or  District  by  whom  they  may 
be  apprehended,  summoned,  or  committed  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  there  is  in  this  Colony  divers  persons  who, 
by  reason  of  their  holding  offices  from  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  from  their  having  neglected  or  refused  to  associate 
with  their  fellow-citizens  for  the  defence  of  their  common 
rights,  from  their  having  never  manifested  by  their  conduct 
a  zeal  for  and  attachment  to  the  American  cause,  or  from 
their  having  maintained  an  equivocal  neutrality,  have  been 
considered  by  their  countrymen  in  a  suspicious  light,  where- 
by it  hath  become  necessary,  as  well  for  the  safety  as  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  people,  who,  in  times  so  dangerous  and 
critical,  are  naturally  led  to  consider  those  as  their  enemies 
who  withhold  from  them  their  aid  and  influence : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons,  who  are  generally 
supposed  to  come  under  the  above  description,  to  wit: 
In  the  City  and  County  of  iVciy-  York — 

Oliver  De  Lancey,        Charles  NicoU,  Robert  Bayard, 

Charles  W.  Apthorpe,  Gerard  Walton,  Peter  Graham, 

William  Smith,*  JUonald  McLean,  Peter  Van  Shaack, 

•  LoxDON,  June  tO,  1776. — The  following  Letter  is  said  to  have  been 
sent  to  General  Ho-ae,  in  .Itiwrica,  from  a  Member  of  the  Council  at 
JVeiD-Tork  ■ 

New-York,  Jtfoi/ 11,  1776. 
Sir  :  As  I  have  not  a  doubt  of  my  last  letters  to  Administration  con- 
vincing them  that  this  City  and  Province  is  the  only  spot  in  America  for 
carrying  on  the  vfar  with  effect  against  the  Rebels,  and  that  in  conse- 
quence the  forces  expected  this  spring,  as  well  as  those  now  under  your 
command,  will  be  ordered  hither ;  it  may  be  Reeessary  and  advisable  to 
send  the  Army  through  the  Sound,  between  Connecticut  and  Long-Island. 
Of  the  latter,  it  will  be  proper  to  give  a  description :  It  is  one  hundred 
and  thirty  miles  long,  is  very  fertile,  abounding  in  wheat  and  every 
ether  kind  of  corn ;  innumerabje  black  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  &c.;  is  very 
populous ;  and  Suffolk  County  in  particular,  as  well  as  the  other  parts  of 
it,  all  good  and  loyal  subjects,  of  which  they  have  lately  given  proof,  and 
only  wait  to  be  assisted  by  the  King's  troops.  The  Island  has  a  plain 
on  it  at  least  twenty-four  miles  long,  which  has  a  fertile  country  about 
it ;  is  twenty  miles  from  the  city  oi  j\i'evi-York ;  Connecticut  opposite  to 
it ;  JVew-Jersey  about  thirty  miles  distant ;  Phitadelplda  one  hundicd  and 
ten  ;  Maryland  one  hundred  and  thirty;  lihode-Island  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles ;  so  that  in  this  fertile  Island  the  Army  can  subsist  without 
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John  Harris  Cruger,  Charles  McEvers, 

James  Jauncey,  Jun.,  Benjamin  Hugget, 

William  Axtcll,  William  McAdam, 

Goldsbrow  Banyar,  John  Cruger, 

George  Brewerton,  Jacob  Walton, 

In  King's  County — 

Aug.  Van  Cortlandt, 

In  Richmond  County — 

Benjamin  ?eanian. 

In  (Queen's  County — 


Andrew  Elliot, 
David  Matthews, 
John  Watts,  Jun., 
Thomas  Jones ; 


John  Rapalye; 
Christopher  Billop ; 


Gabriel  Ludlow, 
Samuel  Martin, 
Thomas  Jones, 
Archibald  Hamilton, 
David  Coiden, 
Richard  Coiden, 
George  D.  Ludlow, 
Whitehead  Hicks, 
Samuel  Clowes, 


In  Westchester  County — 

Solomon  Fowler, 


George  Folliot,  Benjamin  Whitehead, 

Samuel  Doughty,  Thomas  Smith, 

Daniel  Kissain,  John  Shoals, 

Gilbert  Van  Wyck,  Nathaniel  Moore, 

John  Willctt,  Samuel  Hallett, 

David  Brooks,  William  Weyman, 

Charles  Hicks,  Thos.  Hicks,  at  Sock- 
John  Townsend,  aivay, 

John  Polhemus,  Benjamin  Lester ; 

Richard  Morris ; 

and  also  all  such  other  persons  of  the  like  character  as 
the  said  Committee  may  think  proper,  to  be  summoned  by 
the  said  Committee  to  appear  before  them  at  such  time  and 
place  as  they  shall  appoint,  then  and  there  to  show  cause, 
if  any  they  have,  why  they  should  be  considered  as  friends 
to  the  American  cause,  and  as  of  the  number  of  those  who 
are  ready  to  risk  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  defence  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  America,  against  the  usurpation,  un- 
just claims,  and  cruel  oppressions  of  the  British  Parliament, 
which  rights  and  liberties,  and  which  unjust  claims  and  cruel 
oppressions,  are  specified  and  stated  in  divers  Addresses,  Pe- 
titions, and  Resolutions  of  the  present  and  late  Continental 
Congress ;  and  in  default  of  appearance,  the  said  Commit- 
tee, on  proof  made  of  the  service  of  the  said  summons,  are 
authorized  and  directed  to  cause  them  to  be  arrested  and 
brought  before  them  by  warrant,  under  their  hands,  directed 
to  any  Militia  Officer  in  this  Colony,  who  is  hereby  required 
to  execute  the  same. 

And  if,  on  the  appearance  and  examination  of  the  said 
persons,  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  Com- 

any  succour  from  Britain  or  Ireland,  and  in  five  or  six  days  invade  and 
reduce  any  of  the  above  Colonies  at  pleasure.  Add  to  these  great  advan- 
tages, that  the  possession  of  the  J^arroius  and  jYulten-Island  would  be 
the  destruction  of  this  city ;  but  of  this  I  think  there  would  be  no  need, 
for  all  the  principal  inhabitants  are  at  heart  with  the  Crown,  particularly 
all  my  brethren  the  Members  of  the  Assembly;  but  as  the  mob  now  com- 
mands, prudence  forbids  them  to  declare  without  a  military  force.  You 
have  many  with  you  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  navigation  of  the 
Sound.     The  spot  which  I  advise  you  to  land  at  is  Co-w-Bay. 

W.  Smith. 

TO  THE  PRINTER  OF  THE  CONNECTICUT  GAZETTE. 

Dobb's  Ferry,  September  19,  1776. 

Mr.  Grekjt  :  As  I  understand  you  have  republished  a  letter  in  your 
paper  which  was  reprinted  from  a  London  paper,  and  said  to  be  written 
by  the  Honourable  IVilUam  Smith,  Esq.,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that 
it  is  a  forgery,  and  I  doubt  not  was  written  by  some  of  the  Refugees  in 
England,  with  a  view  to  render  Mr.  Umith's  situation  as  disagreeable  as 
their  own  was.  The  letter  will  not  prejudice  Mr.  Smith  in  the  opinion 
of  those  who  know  him ;  but  the  natural  and  just  jealousy  of  the  times 
may  lead  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  him  to  form  an  unjust  idea 
of  him;  I  doubt  not,  therefore,  that,  in  justice  to  injured  innocence,  you 
will  publish  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Smith 
respecting  the  letter  above-mentioned,  and  insert  a  paragraph  requesting 
the  Printers  who  have  already  published  or  may  yet  publish  the  forgery, 
to  print  this  too.     It  is  dated  the  4th  instant. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant,  Ebehezer  Hazard. 

EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER    FROM    THE    HON.    WILLIAM    SMITH,    ESQ. 

The  artlessness  of  the  author  of  the  letter  in  the  Baltimore  Journal,  of 
the  8th  oi August,  is  very  apparent.  Indeed,  as  the  forgery  was  contrived 
in  England,  he  could  not  know  of  my  removal  from  JVew-fork  on  the 
29th  of  Afarch.  You  will  observe  that  the  printed  letter  is  dated  there 
the  11th  of  Jl/ay,  and  that  the  writer  supposes  himself  4  Member  of  the 
Assembly.  I  have  not  been  in  town  since  March,  and  never  was  in  the 
Assembly.  These  mistakes  in  personating  me,  render  the  fraud  manifest. 
There  are  other  marks  of  it.  No  man  who  knows  me  will  imagine  that, 
after  my  asserting,  in  the  history  o(  J^i'em-Yorh,  (page  20,)  that  Long. 
Island  was  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  long  and  Hempstead  Plain 
but  sixteen,  will  suppose  me  the  informer  that  the  Island  is  one  hundred 
and  thirty  miles  in  length  and  the  plain  twenty-four;  and  that  I  am  so 
ignorant  of  America  as  to  place  j\  ew-Jersey  at  fifty  miles  from  Long- 
Island,  and  lihode-Island  at  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  Maryland  but 
thirty  from  I'/aladelphia ;  or  that  I  should  believe  the  people  of  Suffolk, 
and  especially  the  Members  elected  but  last  spring,  to  be  well-affected  to 
the  measures  now  under  the  direction  of  General  lloive. 

I  am  not  fond  of  oaths  to  remove  groundless  suspicions,  or  I  should 
enclose  you  an  afhdavit  that  I  nev<y  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hoive  upon  any 
subject  whatsoever ;  nor  to  any  man  living,  in  the  smallest  degree  similar 
to  the  letter  in  the  Maryland  Journal.  Such  an  allidavit  I  will  publish, 
if  it  is  necessary,  for  the  satisfaction  of  my  countrymen ;  after  which,  as 
Mr.  Ho-we  is  upon  the  spot,  no  man  can  believe  the  calumny  who  does 
not  think  me  both  a  fool  and  a  knave. 


mittee  that  they,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  are  friends  to  the 
American  cause,  that  such  of  them  whom  they  siiall  so  ad- 
judge to  be  friends,  shall  be  forthwith  discharged,  and  a  cer- 
tificate thereof,  under  tiie  hands  of  the  said  Coinmittee,  giveu 
them,  and  their  names  forthwith  reported  to  this  Congress, 
to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be  entered  on  their  Journals 
and  published,  and  justice  thereby  done  to  their  characters 
and  reputations. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  all  such  of  the  said  per- 
sons as  the  said  Committee  shall  not  adjudge  and  determine 
to  be  friends  of  the  American  cause,  the  said  Conmiittee  be, 
and  they  hereby  are,  required  to  treat  and  dispose  of  in  the 
following  inanner,  to  wit : 

That  such  of  them  as  may  be  men  of  influence  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  place  of  their  present  residence,  be 
removed  to  such  place  in  this  or  a  neighbouring  Colony  as 
will  deprive  them  of  an  opportunity  of  exerting  that  influ- 
ence to  the  prejudice  of  the  American  cause,  and  respectively 
bound  by  their  parole  or  word  of  honour,  or  other  security, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  said  Committee,  neither  directly  nor 
indirectly  to  oppose  or  contravene  the  measures  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  or  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  and  to 
abide  in  the  place  and  within  the  limits  to  be  assigned  them, 
till  the  further  order  of  the  present  or  future  Provincial  Con- 
gress, or  Continental  Congress ;  and  in  case  they  shall  refuse 
to  give  such  parole  or  other  security,  to  commit  them  to 
safe  custody. 

And  as  to  such  of  the  said  persons  whose  removal,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  said  Committee,  shall  not  appear  necessary, 
that  the  said  Committee  do  cause  them  to  be  respectively 
bound  with  such  security,  by  parole  or  otherwise,  as  the  said 
Committee  shall  deem  necessary,  neither  directly  nor  indi- 
rectly to  oppose  or  contravene  the  measures  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  or  the  Congress  of  this  Colony.  Provided, 
nevertheless,  that  the  said  Committee  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized,  in  case  they  shall,  on  inquiry,  find  any 
or  either  of  the  said  persons  to  be  so  dangerous  as  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  go  at  large,  to  order  such  of 
them  to  be  kept  in  safe  custody. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  and  the  County  Com- 
mittees keep  a  just  record  of  their  proceedings,  in  pursuance 
of  these  Resolution*,  and  report  the  same,  with  the  sub- 
stance of  the  evidence  offered  to  them  for  and  against  the 
several  persons  who  shall  be  by  them  apprehended,  sum- 
moned, tried,  and  examined,  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  Re- 
solutions ;  and  that  they  have  power  to  send  for  witnesses 
and  papers. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  consist  of  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen,  to  wit :  Mr.  Morris,  Colonel  Remsen,  Mr. 
John  TcnBroeck,  Mr.  Haring,  Mr.Tredwell,  Colonel  Lewis 
Graham,  and  Mr.  Hallett ;  and  that  any  five  of  them  be  a 
quorum,  and  that  before  they  enter  on  the  business  hereia 
before  assigned  them,  they,  and  also  all  such  of  the  County 
Committees  as  may  be  engaged  in  carrying  these  Resolu- 
tions into  execution,  severally  take  an  oath  diligently,  impar- 
tially, without  fear,  favour,  affection,  or  hope  of  reward,  to 
execute  and  discharge  the  duties  imposed  on  them  by  ttie 
aforegoing  Resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  appoint  such  persons 
as  they  may  think  proper  to  repair  to  the  said  Counties,  to 
inquire  for  and  procure  the  witnesses  against  the  persons 
herein  directed  to  be  arrested  or  summoned,  to  appear  and 
give  evidence  against  the  said  persons  before  the  said  Com- 
mittee; and  that  the  said  persons  be  paid  for  their  trouble 
at  the  rate  of  fifteen  shillings  for  each  day  they  shall  re- 
spectively be  employed  on  that  service,  and  that  the  wit- 
nesses they  may  direct  to  attend  as  aforesaid  be  j)aid  their 
reasonable  expenses  for  travelling  charges  and  subsistence, 
to  be  certified  and  allowed  by  the  said  Committee,  which 
certificate  shall  be  a  warrant  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Con- 
gress to  pay  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  favour  sucJi  cer- 
tificate shall  be  given  the  sum  or  sums  therein  allowed  as 
aforesaid. 

Colonel  Broome,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  hear 
and  determine  on  thp  cases  of  such  confined  Prisoners  as 
have  been  confined  by  order  of  this  Colony's  Congress, 
brought  in  a  Report  on  the  case  of  JSeil  McFall,  which  was 
read,  to  wit: 

"New- York,  June  6,  1776. 

"  Colonel  Fleming  says  that  Neil  McFall,  Sergeant  of  tiie 
Twenty-Sixth  lieginient,  was  taken  prisoner  at  Si.  Johns; 
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tliat  he  knows  him  to  be  zealously  attached  to  the  Ministe- 
rial cause,  and  a  sensible,  discerning,  intelligent  man ;  that 
he  believes  him  capable  of  making  such  remarks  upon  our 
works  and  Army  here  as  may  be  extremely  injurious  to  the 
American  cause ;  that  it  is  well  known  that  he  has  irequent- 
Iv  been  viewing  our  Fortifications  and  Encampments,  and 
that  upon  being  asked,  at  General  Putnam's,  if  he  would  not 
join  the  Ministerial  Army,  nor  give  them  any  intelligence  on 
their  arrival  here,  he  declined  making  any  such  declaration, 
and  replied  that  be  should  be  sorry  not  always  to  do  his 
duty. 

"Your  Committee,  to  whom  the  case  of  the  said  Neil 
McFall  was  referred,  are  of  opinion,  that  from  the  above  re- 
presentation o(  Co\one\  Fkming,  a.nA  the  aforesaid  A'eiY  iVic- 
Fall  being  a  Continental  Prisoner,  and  this  Congress  having 
no  further  interfered  than  by  taking  his  parole  at  the  re- 
quest of  General  Schuykr,  his  case  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Continental  forces,  to  deal  with  him 
as  in  his  discretion  shall  seem  meet;  which,  nevertheless,  is 
humbly  submitted.  John  Broome,  Chairman." 

The  same  being  read,  the  Congress  agree  with  their  Com- 
mittee in  their  said  Report. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  aforegoing  Report,  together 
with  the  Parole  of  the  said  Neil  McFall,  be  immediately 
sent  to  Major-General  Putnam. 

Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  June  ."J,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  Broome, 
Mr.  Hallett,  Colonel  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Randall. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  TenBroeck. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.Gelston,  Mr.  Strong. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  De  Lavergne, 
Mr.  Schenck. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Pye. 

For  Westchester. — Major  Lockwood,  Colonel  L.  Gra- 
ham, Captain  Flemrning. 

For  Queen's. — Mr.  Samuel  Townshend,  Mr.  James  Town- 
shend,  Mr.  Van  Wyck. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks.   ■ 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  Malcom,  Mr.  Webster. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  for  taking  into  consideration 
General  Washington's  Letter  relative  to  the  Militia,  which 
Report  was  read  and  filed  on  26th  May,  was  again  read. 

A  Report  of  a  Committee,  whereof  Mr.  Scott  was  Chair- 
man, of  a  plan  or  set  of  Resolutions  for  regulating  the  Mili- 
tia, which  was,  on  the  13th  day  oi  May,  made  to  the  late 
Provincial  Congress,  and  then  read  and  filed,  and  referred 
over  to  this  Provincial  Congress,  was  read,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  do  report :  That  they  have  deliberate- 
ly considered  the  condition  of  the  Militia  of  this  Colony  as 
distinguished  into  Minute-men  and  common  Militia,  a  distinc- 
tion which  they  are  of  opinion  was  ill-timed  and  unfortu- 
nate, by  not  being  well  adapted  to  the  state  of  things  in  this 
Colony;  and  as  they  propose  to  offer  some  reasons  for  a 
change  of  the  plan  of  defence  by  the  natural  strength  of  the 
Colony,  they  beg  leave  to  begin  by  assigning  these  reasons : 

The  Continental  Congress,  on  the  18th  of  Ju/y  last,  among 
other  things,  resolved  that  one-fourth  part  of  the  Militia  in 
every  Colony  be  selected  for  Minute-men,  of  such  persons 
as  are  willing  to  enter  into  this  necessary  service  of  defend- 
ing their  rights  against  Ministerial  tyranny,  formed  into  Com- 
panies and  Battalions,  and  their  Officers,  under  the  degree 
of  Field-Officers,  chosen  by  the  men,  and  commissioned,  as 
well  as  the  Field-Officers,  by  the  respective  Assemblies  or 
Conventions,  to  be  ready,  on  the  shortest  notice,  to  march 
to  any  place  where  their  assistance  might  be  required  for  the 
defence  of  their  own  or  a  neighbouring  Colonv;  and  that  as 
these  Minute-men  might  eventually  be  called  to  action  be- 
fore the  whole  body  could  be  sufficiently  trained,  it  was, 
therefore,  recommended  that  a  more  particular  and  diligent 
attention  should  be  paid  to  their  instruction  in  military  dis- 
cipline, and  that  such  of  the  Minute-men  as  desire  it  should 
be  relieved  by  new  drafts  from  the  whole  body  of  the  Mili- 
tia once  in  four  months,  and  that  where,  in  any  Colony,  a 


Militia  was  already  formed  under  regulations  approved  by 
the  Convention  of  such  Colony,  or  by  such  Assemblies  as 
are  annually  elected,  the  said  Congress  referred  it  to  the 
discretion  of  such  Convention  or  Assembly  either  to  adopt 
the  foregoing  regulations,  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  or  to  con- 
tinue their  former,  as  they,  on  consideration  of  all  circum- 
stances, should  think  best. 

Upon  this  plan  the  Minute-men  of  this  Colony  was  form- 
ed, and  your  Committee  report  the  following  inconveniences 
attending  the  execution  of  that  plan,  to  wit : 

1st.  All  the  Officei-s,  as  well  those  of  the  common  Mi- 
litia as  of  the  Minute-men,  under  the  degree  of  Field-Offi- 
cers, are  made  eligible  by  the  Privates  of  each  Company; 
and,  therefore,  as  the  above-mentioned  regulation  for  Min- 
ute-men gives  a  choice  of  Minute-Officei-s  by  one-fourth  of 
the  Militia,  and  a  succession  of  Privates  is  provided  for  by 
drafts,  it  follows  that  in  the  succession  three-fourths  of  the 
Militia  will  be  subject  to  Officers  not  of  their  own  election, 
contrary  to  the  evident  design  of  Congress. 

2dly.  That  in  the  regulation  above-mentioned,  by  the 
Continental  Congress,  for  the  appointment  of  Officere,  those 
under  the  degree  of  Field  being  placed  in  the  election  of  the 
people,  they  conceive  it  to  be  their  undoubted  right  so  to 
elect,  and  as  the  succession  by  draft  will  exclude  three- 
fourths  of  the  Militia  from  such  election,  there  is  no  possi- 
bility of  supplying  a  succession  of  Privates  upon  the  prin- 
ciple whereon  the  Minute-men  are  established  ;  from  whence 
it  follows, 

3dly.  That  throughout  the  different  Minute  Regiments  in 
the  Colony,  while  the  different  corps  of  Officers  are  com- 
plete, the  Regiments  as  to  Privates  are,  and  must  of  neces- 
sity continue,  very  deficient,  unless  some  new  regulation 
be  made.  Therefore,  we  report  it  as  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee, 

1st.  That  the  distinction  between  Minute-men  and  com- 
mon Militia,  which  seems  to  be  a  consequence  of  the  afore- 
said Resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress,  be  henceforth 
abolished,  that  thereby  the  Militia  of  the. Colony  may  be 
again  reduced  to  one  common  mass. 

2dly.  That  therefore  all  the  commissions  for  Minute  Offi- 
cers be  forthwith  recalled,  and  that  every  Private  be  placed 
under  his  proper  Militia  Officer,  leaving  each  Regiment  to 
be  officered  according  to  the  mode  prescribed,  that  is  to  say: 
those  under  the  degree  of  Field-Officers  by  election  of  the 
Privates,  and  those  above  that  degree  by  the  appointment 
of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

3dly.  As  upon  this  plan  many  Officers  may  be  reduced 
to  the  station  of  Privates,  and  it  would  be  very  degrading 
to  compel  those  whose  appointments  as  Officers  of  Minute- 
men  must  be  a  clear  proof  of  their  distinguished  attachment 
to  the  publick  cause,  to  appear  in  the  ranks,  your  Commit- 
tee report  it  as  their  opinion  that  such  gentlemen  as  have 
been  appointed  Minute-Officers  and  will  be  reduced  in  con- 
sequence of  the  reform  now  proposed,  be  not  enrolled  among 
the  Militia  nor  be  compelled  to  do  military  duties  required 
by  the  Militia  Regulations,  but  that  they  be  requested  by 
this  Congress  to  keep  themselves  well  equipped  as  the  Mi- 
litia Regulations  require,  your  Committee  not  doubting  that 
the  laudable  spirit  which  entided  them  to  a  preference  as 
Officers,  will  induce  them,  upon  any  publick  emergency,  to 
turn  out  in  defence  of  their  country  in  the  character  of  Vo- 
lunteers. 

4thly.  As  your  Committee  consider  the  City  and  County 
of  JSew-York,  Richmond  County,  and  King's  County,  as 
most  liable  to  a  sudden  invasion,  and  as  the  more  immediate 
object  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington's  request  to 
provide  him  with  a  Militia  aid  in  case  of  an  invasion  seems 
to  have  a  more  immediate  reference  to  those  Counties,  your 
Committee  therefore  report  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  whole 
of  the  Militia  of  the  said  three  Counties,  forming  together 
the  Netv-York  Brigade,  be  required  to  hold  themselves  com- 
pletely provided,  according  to  the  Militia  Regulations,  to  be 
at  the  command  of  his  said  Excellency,  or  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Continental  forces  on  the  spot,  for  the  time 
being,  at  a  minute's  warning,  upon  a  proper  order  to  be  is- 
sued by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Militia  for  that 
purpose. 

5thly.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  one- 
third  part  of  all  the  rest  of  the  Militia,  without  abating  any 
part  of  the  duty  prescribed  to  the  Militia  in  general,  be  se- 
lected and  prepared  to  turn  out  at  the  command  of  the 
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Militia  Commanding  Officer,  in  case  of  an  alarm  or  inva- 
sion, under  the  following  Regulations,  to  wit : 

That  to  the  end  that  such  selected  Militia  may  at  all  times 
be  ready  for  immediate  service,  your  Committee  do  advise 
that  they  be  selected  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say : 
That  a  Major-Generai  be  appointed  to  command  the  Mili- 
tia of  the  whole  Colony  ;  that  the  office  of  Brigadier-Gene- 
ra! in  every  Brigade  be  filled  up  according  to  the  former 
military  arrangement,  by  Provincial  Congress;  that  the  Ma- 
jor-Generai, when  appointed,  do  forthwith  issue  his  orders 
to  the  several  Brigadier-Generals,  who,  in  consequence  there- 
of, are  to  issue  their  orders  respectively  to  the  respective 
Colonels  or  other  Commanding  Officers  of  the  several  Bat- 
talions or  Regiments  under  their  command,  requiring  them 
to  cause  to  be  selected  by  ballot  one-third  part  of  the  Mili- 
tia of  each  Battalion  or  Regiment,  to  he  ready  to  march  at 
a  minute's  warning,  accoutred  as  the  Militia  Regulations  re- 
quire, and  with  five  days'  provisions ;  which  men,  so  select- 
ed, shall  be  ready  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning,  and  shall 
keep  themselves  in  such  readiness  for  one  whole  year,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  another  third  of  each  whole  Battalion 
shall  be  balloted  for  the  like  service  for  one  year,  excluding 
those  from  the  ballot  who  shall  have  already  served,  and 
that  for  the  third  year's  service  the  remaining  third  part  of 
each  Battalion  shall  be  ready  to  perform  the  service  in  man- 
ner before  directed ;  and  that  in  order  properly  to  officer 
such  detachments  of  the  Militia  for  active  and  immediate 
service,  the  men  balloted  for  the  first  and  second  year's  ser- 
vice shall  have  the  election  of  the  Officers  according  to  their 
respective  ranks,  the  number  and  rank  of  each  of  which  said 
Officers  shall  be  according  to  their  standing  in  the  Militia ; 
no  Officer  to  be  employed  in  this  service  for  more  than  one 
year,  nor  more  than  two  Officers  at  a  time  out  of  one  Com- 
pany, and  the  remaining  Officers  in  the  third  year  to  be 
Officers  of  course,  according  to  their  standing  in  the  Militia  ; 
and  we  recommend  it  as  a  necessary  provision  to  permit  any 
selected  person,  except  Officers  for  the  service  aforesaid,  to 
procure  a  person  to  serve  in  his  stead,  provided  he  be  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment ; 
that  the  same  proportion  of  Officers  shall  be  allotted  for  the 
command  of  such  selected  men  as  are  allotted  by  the  Militia 
Regulations ;  that  the  Field-Officere  to  command  such  se- 
lected men  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  by  the  Officers  chosen 
to  command  the  selected  Militia,  and  that  no  more  than  one 
Field-Officer  shall  be  elected  out  of  each  Battalion  or  Re- 
giment for  the  aforesaid  Minute  or  Select  service ;  the  Mili- 
tia thus  selected  to  be  under  command  of  their  respective 
Brigadier  and  the  Major-Generai,  as  the  rest  of  the  Mili- 
tia. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  Morin  Scott,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Sands  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Strong, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  I  move  that  this  Congress  proceed  immediately  into  the 
consideration  of  the  Regulation  of  the  Militia  of  this  Co- 
lony." 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  of  Regulations  for 
the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  and  some  progress  made  therein. 
Colonel  Malcom  moved,  and  was  seconded.  That  the  Order 
of  Minute-men  in  this  Colony  he  abolished. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  Jiffirmative.  For  the  JVegative. 

6  Albany,  3  Tryon, 

3  Orange,  4  Suft'olk, 

8  New-York,  5  Dulchess, 

2  Kichmoml,  4  Queen's. 

4  Westchesler,  — 

2  Charlotte,  16  votes. 

It  4  Ulster. 

29  votes. 

I\Ir.  Duane  then  came  into  Congress  and  gave  informa- 
tion that  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  a  body  of  the  Militia 
would  very  speedily  be  called  on,  and  be  taken  into  present 
pay,  to  assist  the  Continental  Army  for  a  limited  time ;  and, 
from  other  matters  mentioned  by  Mr.  Duane,  the  further 
consideration  of  this  subject  was  postponed  for  this  after- 
noon. 

Mr.  Duane  had  leave  of  absence  to  visit  his  family  and 
provide  a  house  for  their  reception. 


The  Congress  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
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Die  Jovis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  June  6,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Ran- 
dall, Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Ilallctt. 

For  Albany.— Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.Gelston,  Mr.  Strong. 

For  Dotchess. — Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  De  Lavergne, 
Mr.  Schenck. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Van  Houten. 

For  Westchester. — Major  Lockwood,  Colonel  L.  Gra- 
ham, Captain  Fleming,  Mr.  Morris,  Colonel  Gilbert 
Drake. 

For  Queen's. — Mr.  Samuel  Townshend,  Mr.  Jam£s  Toum- 
shend,  Mr.  Van  tVi/ck. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Cortclyou. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

A  Petition  of  Philip  Youngs,  now  in  custody,  praying  to 

be  discharged,  or  permitted  to  go  at  largg  on  giving  security, 

was  read  and  filed.* 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  Petition ;  and  the  question  being 

put,  whether  the  said  Philip  Youngs  shall  be  admitted  to 

give  security  and  to  go  at  large,  or  remain  in  confinement, 

it  was  determined  that  he  remain  in  confinement,  in  manner 

following,  that  is  to  say- 


That  he  remain  in  confinement, 

4  Westchester, 
8  New-York, 
6  Albany, 
3  Orange, 

5  Dutchess, 
2  Charlotte. 

28  votes. 


That  he  be  admitted  to  bail, 
and  go  at  large. 
4  Queen's, 
4  Suffolk, 
4  Ulster, 
2  King's, 
2  Richmond. 

16  votes. 


Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Philip  Youngs  remain 
in  his  present  confinement. 

Captain  John  Johnson  attending,  was  admitted.  He  informs 
that  some  time  in  the  last  night  he  found  a  large  company 

•June  6,  1776. 
Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  this  Honourable  House  :  I,  Philip 
Youngs,  a  confined  prisoner,  humbly  make  bold  to  address  this  honour- 
able House,  in  hopes  that  they  will  indulge  your  Petitioner  with  a  hearing, 
as  your  Petitioner  is  entirely  innocent  of  the  charge  laid  against  him,  of 
knowing,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  any  attempt  to  make,  counterfeit,  sign, 
or  pass,  any  bill  or  bills  of  any  kind  or  denomination  whatsoever.  Your 
Petitioner  humbly  hopes  the  House  will  be  kind  enough  to  consider  his 
hard  case — your  Petitioner  having  a  vessel  and  cargo  lying  by  for  want 
of  your  Petitioner's  presence,  by  which  he  is  losing  considerably  every 
day.  As  your  Petitioner  is  confined  upon  mere  suspicion,  your  compli- 
ance with  your  Petitioner's  request  will  greatly  oblige  your  distressed, 
humble  servant,  Philip  Youngs. 

To  JVathaniel  Woodhull,  Speaker  of  the  Honourable  House  of  Provin- 
cial Congress  in  J\i'eTv-York. 

To  the  Honourable  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Provincial  Congress  of 
New-York,  and  to  the  House  : 

The  Petition  of  Philip  Youngs,  now  a  prisoner,  desireth  once  more  the 
favour  of  this  honourable  House  to  take  in  consideration  your  Petitioner's 
hard  fate,  and  be  pleased  to  set  him  at  liberty  once  more,  any  ways  as 
this  House  shall  tlxink  proper,  as  he  (your  Petitioner)  always  has,  ever 
since  the  present  contest  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  striven, 
all  that  lay  in  his  power,  to  promote  the  welfare  oi  America,  as  is  well 
known  by  persons  that  live  near  me ;  that  I  have  got  a  great  deal  of  ill 
will  by  standing  for  my  country,  and  by  that  have  been  threatened  to  be 
tarred  and  feathered,  and  now  tlie  Tories  boast  and  say,  You  have  been 
a  great  Whig,  and  see  what  the  Congress  will  do  with  you  now  :  they 
will  confine  you,  guilty  or  not  guilty,  and  make  you  spend  your  money; 
and  they  cry  out  who  hath  complained,  A  great  'I'ory.  Which,gentlemen, 
if  I  had  an  opportunity,  could  prove  every  word  of  this  assertion ;  and,  gen- 
tlemen, what  I  am  confined,  absolutely  I  am  clear  of,  as  true  as  the  sun 
shines,  which  I  am  positive  of  before  (iod  and  man,  which,  if  I  was  not, 
would  not  say  for  ten  thousand  worlds.  And  your  Petitioner  humbly 
hopes  that  this  honourable  House  will  consider  my  hard  fate  that  I  labour 
under ;  and  further,  gentlemen,  the  hard  usage  that  my  family  labours 
under  on  account  of  the  Tories,  who,  when  they  pass  the  house,  cry  out  to 
my  family,  Where  is  Youngs,  that  great  Whig?  Why,  the  Congress  has 
confined  him  because  he  is  a  Whig;  and  such  like  expressions,  to  terrify 
my  family,  and  to  make  this  honourable  House  look  ridiculous,  which, 
gentlemen,  it  grieves  your  Petitioner  to  hear  of;  and  your  compliance  will 
oblige  your  distressed  humble  servant,  Philip  Youses. 

Jime,  Sth  day,  1776. 

P.  S.  Gentlemen,  I  make  no  doubt  but  if  Samuel  Brumes  was  here  he 
would  convince  you  all  that  I  ever  have  striven  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
.imerica,  for  which  I  appeal,  gentlemen,  to  this  honourable  House  for  re- 
lief in  this  day  of  trouble.     Be  pleased  to  indulge  me.  P.  Y. 
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of  negroes  dancing  in  a  small  house  of  Davan's,  in  the  East 
Ward,  near  the  East  River ;  that  from  one  of  the  negroes, 
named  (I'm,  belonging  to  the  estate  of  tlie  late  Joshua  Dda- 
plaine,  deceased,  he  took  a  Drum  with  the  King's  Arms  on 
it ;  that  the  negro  said  he  got  the  Drum  from  General  Heath. 
Captain  Johnson  says  that  a  few  nights  ago  he  discovered 
upwards  of  thirty  negroes  dancing  in  Mr.  IValtorCs  house  in 
the  Square. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Johnson  be  requested  to  cause 
a  negro  man  named  Will,  who  lately  belonged  to  Joshua 
Delnplaine,  deceased,  to  be  apprehended,  and  put  into  safe 
custody  and  close  confinement  until  further  order. 

The  proceedings  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  City 
o(  New-  York  against  Thomas  Harriot,  for  refusing  to  receive 
Continental  money  in  payment,  and  his  appeal,  were  read.* 

Ordered,  That  the  said  appeal  be  heard  on  Monday  next ; 
that  a  copy  of  the  order  be  forwarded  to  Thomas  Harriot ; 
and  that  the  said  General  Committee  be  requested  to  ap- 
point a  sub-Committee  to  prosecute  the  said  appeal,  and  to 
direct  the  evidences  to  attend  this  Congress,  and  that  the 
General  Committee  have  the  aid  of  the  Congress  for  the  at- 
tendance of  their  witnesses,  if  necessary. 

Sundry  Officers  from  General  Greene's  camp  attending, 
with  John  Livingston,  Jun.,  a  prisoner  in  their  custody,  sent 
in  a  Letter  from  Gefteral  Greene ;  which  was  read,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Camp  on  Long-Island,  June  6,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  send  you  prisoner  Mr.  John  Livingston 
and  his  barber,  taken  into  custody  by  order  of  the  Committee 
i)(  Jamaica,  as  you  will  see  by  the  papers  accompanying  this. 
He  was  delivered  by  the  Captain  of  the  Minute  Company 
to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cornwell,  who  commanded  a  detach- 
ment from  this  division  of  the  Army,  by  order  of  General  Put- 
nam, to  Hempstead.  The  Captain  requested  that  he  might 
be  delivered  safely  into  the  hands  of  the  Congress;  accord- 
ingly, I  have  sent  him  (Livingston)  and  his  barber  under  the 
care  of  a  number  of  officers.  It  is  notorious  that  many  of 
the  inhabitants  o{  Queen's  County  are  very  unfriendly ;  arms, 
1  am  informed  by  the  officers  of  my  brigade,  are  daily  carry- 
ing by  the  camp  down  into  that  part  of  the  Island  ;  and  the 
inhabitants  here  say  they  are  the  very  people  that  are  known 
to  be  unfriendly.     I  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  you 

•Committee-Chambkr,  New- York,  May  24,  1776. 

Mr.  Jacob  Le  Roy,  attending  at  the  door,  was  admitted.  He  informed 
the  Committee  that  some  time  ago  he  tendered  a  sum  of  money,  consist- 
ing of  Continental  bills,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Harriot,  and  that  he  refused  to 
receive  the  same. 

JHesolvecl,  That  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Le  Hoy's  complaint  be  de- 
ferred until  Tuesday  next. 

TuESDAT,  Jl/ny  28,  1776. — Mr.  Jacob  Le  Roy  again  attending  this 
Committee,  upon  his  complaint  against  Thomas  Harriot,  says,  that  he 
waited  upon  Mr.  Harriot,  at  Jamaica,  in  order  to  pay  him  a  sum  of 
money  in  Continental  bills.  Mr.  Harriot  asked  him  how  much  other 
money  there  was ;  that  the  examinant  told  him  no  other ;  Mr.  Harriot 
then  replied,  he  would  take  no  such  money.  The  examinant  further  de- 
clares, that  previous  to  this  he  tendered  Mr.  Harriot  the  money,  and  that 
Harriot  told  him  he  would  receive  no  such  sum  in  Continental  money ; 
that  his  friends  would  blame  him  for  receiving  it.  To  which  Mr.  Le 
Soy  answered,  he  had  nothing  to  do  witJi  his  friends. 

Mr.  Harriot  being  brought  before  the  Committee,  acknowledged  that 
Mr.  Le  Roy  tendered  him  a  sum  of  money,  consisting  of  Continental 
bills,  and  that  he  refused  to  receive  it  until  he  could  place  it  at  interest, 
but  that  he  would  have  received  it  had  it  been  gold  or  York  money. 

The  Committee,  taking  the  above  matter  into  consideration,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Harriot  has  violated  the  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress in  refusing  to  receive  the  Continental  bills  on  payment,  and  that 
he  be  held  up  to  the  publick  as  an  enemy  to  his  country. 

Tdesdat,  June  i,  1776. — Mr.  Jacob  Le  Roy  acquainted  the  Chair- 
man that  he  had  again  tendered  Thomas  Harriot  Continental  currency, 
which  he  still  refuses  to  receive,  alleging  that  he  had  appealed  to  Con- 
gress, and  would  abide  by  their  determination. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  an  extract  of  the  Minutes  of  this  Com- 
mittee relating  to  Mr.  Harriot's  case,  be  handed  to  Congress. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes:  JosfPii  Winriii,  Secretary, 

Captain  7'Aomas //arr»o«,  being  called  before  the  Committee,  was  duly 
convicted  of  having  refused  to  receive  in  payment  the  Continental  bills, 
and  still  persists  in  refusing  the  same ;  and  further  said  he  would  appeal 
to  the  Provincial  Congress,  but  refused  to  give  security  for  his  answering 
to  the  said  appeal,  though  a  gentleman  present  olfered  his  services  to 
him  on  that  account ;  and  the  said  Harriot  added,  he  did  not  care 
whether  he  was  held  up  or  not  to  the  publick  as  an  enemy  to  his  coun- 
try; and  when  he  was  informed  of  the  disagreeable  circumstances  he 
might  bring  himself  into  by  his  conduct,  said  he  hoped  or  expected  ho 
would  be  provided  for.  The  Committee,  considering  the  said  Thomas 
Harriot  to  be  a  dangerous  person,  do  request  that  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress may  acquaint  them  if  they  think  he  ought  to  be  suffered  to  go  at 
large,  as  he  is  now  in  the  custody  of  the  guards. 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes :  Josepb  Winter,  Secretary. 


approve  or  disapprove  of  such  a  practice.  The  officers  tell 
me  that  not  less  than  four  or  five  hundred  stand  of  arms  have 
gone  by  the  camp  within  a  few  days.  I  have  given  orders 
to  stoj)  all  for  the  future,  until  I  know  your  pleasure. 

"  Believe  me  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most 


obedient,  iiumble  servant, 


"  Nathanael  Greene." 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Morris  be  a  Committee 
to  prepare  a  draft  of  an  Answer  to  General  Greene's  Letter. 

New-York,  June  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  this  day,  with  the  prisoners  mention- 
ed in  it,  have  been  safely  delivered  to  this  Congress.  They 
direct  me  to  return  you  their  thanks  for  your  vigilance  on 
this  occasion,  and  assure  you  that  a  continuance  of  the  same 
attention  will  be  exceedingly  agreeable  to  them.  They  are 
alarmed  at  being  informed  that  so  great  a  number  of  arms 
have  been  carried  into  the  country ;  and,  as  they  passed  in 
view  of  the  camp,  regret  they  were  not  detained,  and  the 
persons  concerned  in  it  apprehended.  Should  you  be  able 
to  discover  where  the  arms  you  allude  to  are  deposited,  or 
the  persons  who  have  been  or  may  be  concerned  in  that  or 
the  like  business,  they  authorize  and  request  you  to  take 
them  and  the  arms  found  with  them  into  custody,  and  send 
them  under  a  proper  guard  to  this  Congress,  and  the  names 
of  the  witnesses  against  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully.     By  order. 

To  Brigadier-General  Greene. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  Letter  be  en- 
grossed and  signed  by  the  President,  and  transmitted  to  Ge- 
neral Greene  by  the  Officer  who  was  the  bearer  of  General 
Greene's  Letter. 

Mr.  John  Livingston,  Jun.,  sent  to  this  Congress  under  a 
guard  from  the  said  Committee  of  Jamaica,  was  called  in  and 
heard.  He  produced  a  furlough*  from  Major  Bleecker,  of  this 
City,  for  eight  days  from  the  date,  and  dated  the  1st  of  June, 
and  says  he  had  another  furlough  prior  to  this.  He  acknow- 
ledges that  he  knew  of  the  time  appointed  for  the  persons 
who  had  removed  from  JVcw-  York  to  Jamaica  to  show  their 
furloughs  to  the  Committee ;  that  he  knew  it  at  least  two  or 
three  days  before  the  time  appointed  for  that  purpose ;  that 
he  was  not  at  home  at  the  last  time  appointed,  having  on 
that  day  ix)de  out  of  town.  He  further  acknowledges  that 
he  never  showed  either  of  the  said  furloughs  to  any  of  the 
Committee  at  Jamaica,  or  informed  either  of  them  that  he  had 
any  furlough.  Thereupon,  the  following  entry  of  the  case, 
and  determination,  were  unanimously  agreed  to,  viz : 

Whereas  John  Livingston,  Jun.,  an  inhabitant  of  the  City 
of  New-  York,  having  been  ordered  by  the  Committee  of 
Jamaica  to  repair  to  the  said  City  oi New-York,  pursuant  to 
a  Resolution  of  the  last  Provincial  Congress  for  that  purpose, 
or  produce  a  certificate  from  a  Field-Officer  of  a  Regiment 
to  which  he  belonged,  and  not  producing  any  such  furlough 
to  the  said  Committee,  was  sent  under  a  guard  to  the  Con- 
gress :  And  whereas  the  said  John  Livingston,  Jun.,  on  being 
examined  by  this  Congress,  confesses  that  at  the  time  he 
was  called  upon  as  aforesaid  by  the  said  Committee  he  had 
a  furlough  from  a  Field-Officer  of  the  Regiment  to  which  he 
belonged,  but  did  not  produce  it : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Livingston,  Junior,  has 
treated  the  said  Committee  of  Jamaica  with  contempt,  and 
that  they  did  right  in  sending  him  to  the  Congress  in  man- 
ner aforesaid  ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  said  John  Livingston 
ought  humbly  to  ask  pardon  of  the  said  Conmiittee  for  his 
said  offence,  and  to  pay  all  the  expenses  incurred  by  his  being 
sent  down  as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  on  his  giving  his  parole  of 
honour  to  this  Congress  to  execute  and  perform  this  Resolu- 
tion, he  be  discharged. 

Whereupon,  the  said  John  Livingston,  Jun.,  was  called 
into  Congress,  and  the  aforegoing  Resolution  being  read  to 
him,  and  he  being  asked  whether  he  would  perform  what  is 
required  of  him  in  the  said  Resolution,  he  answered  that  he 
would  perform  such  part  of  the  said  Resolution  as  relates 
to  paying  the  expenses  incurred  by  his  being  sent  down  as 

*  New- York,  Juju  1,  1776. 
The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  John  Livingston,  Jun.,  belonging  to  Captain 
Van  Duersen's  Company  of  the  First  Regiment  of  the  City  Militia  of 
A'e-a-Yorl;  has  leave  of  absence  from  his  corps  for  eight  days  from  the 
date  hereof;  but  is  to  return  immediately  upon  an  alarm  or  invasion  of 
this  place.  Anthony  L.  Bleecker, 

Major  to  First  Regiment  of  City  Militia  of  JVev-York. 
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aforesaid ;  but  that  he  would  not  ask  pardon  of  the  said 
Committee, 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Livingston,  Jun., 
be  committed  to  close  custody. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  Officer  in  whose  custody  the 
said  John  Livingston,  Jun.,  now  is,  be  requested  safely  to 
convey  said  Livingston  to  the  Jail  in  this  City,  and  deliver 
him  up  to  Daniel  Goldsmith,  Jailer,  who  is  hereby  directed 
and  required  to  keep  him  in  close  custody  until  the  further 
order  of  this  Congress. 

Two  Members  from  the  General  Committee  of  New-York 
having  attended,  to  request  an  explanation  or  removal  of 
some  difficulties  which  appear  to  the  said  General  Commit- 
tee in  the  late  Resolutions  of  this  Congress  for  an  election 
of  Members  to  form  a  plan  or  Constitution  of  Government 
for  this  Colony, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Jay  be  a  Committee 
of  this  Congress  to  go  to  the  General  Committee  and  explain 
those  Resolutions,  and  endeavour  to  remove  the  difficulties 
which  appear  to  the  said  General  Committee. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  President  of  tiie  Convention  of 
the  Dominion  of  Virginia  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  June  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  cover- 
ing a  copy  of  the  resolve  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia 
relative  to  Independence,  which  were  immediately  commu- 
nicated to  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  and  will  be  con- 
sidered by  them  with  all  the  deliberation  due  to  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject.  They  have  directed  me  to  request 
the  favour  of  you  to  convey  their  thanks  to  the  Convention 
of  Virginia  for  this  mark  of  their  attention,  and  to  assure 
them  that  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  will  invariably  adopt 
and  pursue  every  measure  which  may  tend  to  promote  the 
union  and  secure  the  rights  and  happiness  of  the  United 
Colonies. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
By  order. 
To  the  Hon.  Edmund  Pendleton,  Esq. 

9  ho.  Friday  morning,  June  7,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New- York. — Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Hallett, 

Mr.  Randall,  Colonel  Broome. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.Ten  Broeck. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  De 

Lavergne. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Colonel  G.  Drake,  Co- 
lonel L.  Graham,  Major  Lockwood,  Captain  Fleming. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Remsen. 
For  Queen's. — Mr.  Samuel  Toumshend,  Mr.  James  Town- 

shend,  Mr.  Van  Wyck. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Cortelyou,  Mr.  Conner. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

It  was  represented  to  the  Congress  that  Henry  Dawkins, 
one  of  the  Prisoners  in  the  City  Hall,  is  injured  by  his  irons 
so  that  his  legs  swell. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Wool  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized and  requested  to  have  the  irons  taken  off  Henry 
Dawkins. 

A  Letter  from  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  in  the 
words  following : 

"  Philadelphia,  June  4,  1776. 

"  Gf.ntlemen  :  Our  affairs  are  hastening  fast  to  a  crisis, 
and  the  approaching  campaign  will,  in  all  probability,  deter- 
mine forever  the  fate  of  America.  Such  is  the  unrelenting 
spirit  which  possesses  the  tyrant  of  Britain  and  his  Parlia- 
ment, that  they  have  left  no  measure  unessayed  that  had  a 
tendency  to  accomplish  our  destruction.  Not  satisfied  with 
having  lined  our  coasts  with  ships  of  war  to  starve  us  into  a 
surrender  of  our  liberties,  and  to  prevent  us  from  being  sup- 

FouRTH  Series. — Vol,  vi. 


plied  with  arms  and  ammunition,  they  are  now  about  to 
pour  in  a  number  of  foreign  troops,  who,  from  tiieir  want  of 
connections  and  those  feelings  of  sympathy  which  frequently 
bind  together  the  different  parts  of  the  same  empire,  will  be 
more  likely  to  do  the  business  of  their  masters  without  re- 
morse or  coinpunction. 

"  By  the  best  intelligence  from  Canada,  it  appears  that 
our  affairs  in  that  quarter  wear  a  melancholy  aspect.  Should 
the  Indians  and  Canadians  take  up  arms  against  us,  (which 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear,)  we  shall  then  have  the 
whole  force  of  that  country  to  contend  with,  joined  to  that 
of  Great  Britain  and  all  her  foreign  auxiliaries.  In  this 
situation,  what  steps  must  we  pursue  ?  The  Continental 
troops  alone  are  unable  to  stem  the  torrent,  nor  is  it  possi- 
ble at  this  day  to  raise  and  discipline  men  ready  to  take  the 
field  by  the  time  they  will  be  wanted. 

"  From  the  secrecy  with  which  the  Ministry  carry  on  their 
machinations,  we  neither  know  their  views  or  how  near  our 
enemies  may  be ;  perhaps  at  this  moment  they  are  landing 
on  some  part  of  our  country.  In  this  difficult  and  trying 
situation  of  our  affairs,  the  Congress  have  come  to  the  en- 
closed resolves,  which  I  have  it  in  command  to  transmit  you 
by  express,  containing  matters  of  the  greatest  importance, 
and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  request  your  attention.  You 
will  there  find  the  Congress  have  judged  it  necessary  to  call 
upon  the  Militia  at  this  alarming  crisis. 

"  Should  the  United  Colonies  be  able  to  keep  their  ground 
this  campaign,  I  am  under  no  apprehensions  on  account  of 
any  future  one.  We  have  many  disadvantages  at  present 
to  struggle  with,  which  time  and  progress  in  the  art  of  war 
will  remove.  But  this  circumstance  should  arouse  us  to  su- 
perior exertions  on  the  occasion.  Tiie  Militia  of  the  United 
Colonies  are  a  body  of  troops  that  may  be  depended  upon. 
To  their  virtue  their  Delegates  in  Congress  now  make  the 
most  solemn  appeal.  They  are  called  upon  to  say  whether 
they  will  live  slaves  or  die  freemen  ;  they  are  requested  to 
step  forth  to  defend  their  wives,  their  children,  their  liberty, 
and  everything  they  hold  dear.  Their  cause  is  certainly  a 
most  glorious  one,  and  I  trust  every  man  in  the  Colony  of 
New-York  is  determined  to  see  it  gloriously  ended,  or  perish 
in  the  ruins  of  it.  In  short,  on  your  exertions  at  this  critical 
period,  together  with  those  of  the  other  Colonies  in  the  com- 
mon cause,  the  salvation  of  America  now  evidently  depends. 
Your  Colony,  I  am  persuaded,  will  not  be  behindhand.  Ex- 
ert, therefore,  every  nerve  to  distinguish  yourselves.  Quicken 
your  preparations,  and  stimulate  the  good  people  of  your 
Government,  and  there  is  no  danger,  notwithstanding  the 
mighty  armament  with  which  we  are  threatened,  but  they 
will  be  led  on  to  victory,  to  liberty,  and  to  happiness. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

"  John  Hancock,  President. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  of  New-  York." 

The  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  received 
in  Mr.  Hancock's  Letter,  were  also  read,  and  are  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  In  Congress,  June  1,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  six  thousand  Militia  be  employed  to 
reinforce  the  Army  in  Canada,  and  to  keep  up  the  commu- 
nication with  that  Province.    And,  to  make  up  that  number, 

"Resolved,  That  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be 
requested  to  supply  of  their  Militia  3,000 — 4  Battalions, 
Connecticut  of  their  Militia  -  -  1,500 — 2  Battalions, 
New-Hampshire  of  their  Militia  -  750 — 1  Battalion, 
New-  York  of  their  Militia   -     -     -        750 — 1  Battalion. 

6,000 — 8  Battalions. 

"June  3,  1776. — Resolved,  That  the  General  be  em- 
powered to  employ  in  Canada  a  number  of  Indians  not  ex- 
ceeding two  thousand. 

"  That  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  Militia  be  em- 
ployed to  reinforce  the  Army  at  New-  York.  To  complete 
which  number, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be 
requested  to  furnish  of  their  Militia     -     -     -     -     2,000 
Connecticut  of  their  Militia  ------     5,500 

iVew- YorA:  of  their  Militia 3,000 

New- Jersey  of  their  Militia  ------     3,300 

Making,  in  the  whole, 13,800 
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"Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  That  the  nental  Congress  of  the  1st,  3d,  and  4th  days  of  June  instant, 

eleven  Battalions  raised  and  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  pro-  was  then  resumed,  and  the  same  being  deliberately  read  by 

tection  of  the  four  New-England  Colonies  are  sufficient.  paragraphs, 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Flying-Camp  be  immediately  esta-         Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  agree  to  the  same,  and 

blished  in  the  Middle  Colonies,  and  that  it  consist  of  ten  will  comply  with  the  Resolutions  therein  contained,  as  far 

thousand  men.     To  make  up  which  number,  forth  as  they  concern  this  Colony. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania  be  re-         Resolved,  That  the  said  Resolutions  of  the  Continental 

quested  to  furnish  of  their  Militia 6,000  Congress  (except  that  relating  to  the  Lead-Mines,  on  which 

Maryland  of  their  Militia 3,400  subject  a  Committee  was  some  days  ago  appointed)  be 

Delaware  Government  of  theirs     -     -     -     -        600  referred  to  a  Committee,  to  report  a  plan,  in  their  opinion, 

most  eligible  to  carry  those  Resolutions  into  execution. 

Making,  in  the  whole,      ------  10,000  That  the  said  Committee  consist  of  the  following  gentle- 

"  That  the  Militia  be  engaged  to  the  1st  day  of  Decern-  men,  to  wit: 
ber,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress.  Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  John  Ten  Broeck,  Mr. 

"  That  the  pay  of  the  Militia  commence  from  the  day  of  James  Livingston,  Colonel  L.  Graham,  Mr.  Strong,  Colonel 

their  marching  from  home,  and  that  they  be  allowed  one  Hasbroiu:k,Mr.Haring,MT.Littk,Mr.  Samuel  Townshend, 

penny  a  mile,  lawful  money,  in  lieu  of  rations,  for  travel-  Mr.  fVebster,  Mr.  Cdnner,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Leffertse ;  and 

ling  expenses,  and  one  day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles  that  they  report  with  all  convenient  speed, 
between  home  and  the  general  rendezvous,  going  and  re-         Ordered,  That  the  Committee  for  Lead-Mines  report  to- 

turnintf.  morrow  morning. 

"  That  two  Provincial  Brigadier-Generals  be  employed         Resolved,  That  Gouvemeur  Morris,  Esquire,  one  of  the 

in  the  Canada  Department — one  from  Massachusetts-Bay,  Members  of  this  Congress,  be  sent  to  Philadelphia,  to  apply 

and  one  from  Connecticut.  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  endeavour  to 

"  That  four  Provincial  Brigadier-Generals  be  employed  in  obtain  such  a  resolution  of  that  body  as  may  establish  an 

the  New-  York  Department — one  from  Massachusetts-Bay,  equality  of  Pay  for  the  Militia  and  Troops  of  this  Colony, 

one  bom  Connecticut,  one  from  iVew-yorAr,  and  one  from  called  into  actual  service,  with  those  of  the  Eastern  Colonies, 

New-Jersey.  either  by  raising  the  pay  to  be  allowed  to  the  inhabitants  of 

"  That  three  Provincial  Brigadier-Generals  be  employed  this  Colony,  or  reducing  the  pay  allowed  to  those  of  the 

for  the  Flying-Camp — two  irom  Pennsylvania,  and  one  Eastern  Colonies. 
from  Maryland.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Morris  be  a  Committee 

"  That  the  said  Brigadier-Generals  be  appointed  by  the  to  prepare  a  draft  of  a  Letter  on  that  subject  to  the  Dele- 
respective  Colonies  above  mentioned.  gates  of  this  Colony  at  Continental  Congress,  and  that  they 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  As-  report  with  all  convenient  speed. 

semblies,  Conventions,  and  Committees  .of  Safety  in  the  

United  Colonies,  to  fall  upon  the  most  effectual  means  of  Pi^  y^„^^i,_  ^  ^„  p  ^^  j^„^  ^^  ,^^3^ 

removing  the  stock,  grain,  and  meal,  from  such  parts  of        „,     „  ,  .  .      j- 

their  respective  Colonies  as  are  invaded,  or  are  in  itliminent         ^he  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment, 
danger  of  being  invaded,  by  the  enemy.  Present:  Bngadier- General  Woodhull,  President. 

"°That  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  oi Massa-  For  New-York.— Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr. 
chusetts-Bay,  the  Governour  and  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  Banckar,  Cohnel  Brasher,  Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Hallett, 
the  Conventions  of  New-York  and  New-Jersey,  and  the         Colonel  Stoutenburgh. 

several  Conventions  of  such  other  of  the  United  Colonies  For  Albant.— Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.Gknn,  Mr.  Cuyler. 

in  which  there  are  any  Lead-Mines,  be  requested  to  trans-  For  Orange. — Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Haring. 

mit  to  Congress,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  the  state  For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 

and  condition  of  the  Lead-Mines  in  their  respective  Colo-  For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner. 

nies,  and  use  the  most  speedy  means  to  procure  their  being  For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrovck,  Major  Parks. 

wtoucht  to  effect.  For  Westchester. — Major Z<ocArwoorf,Captaini^mnu'ng-, 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes :  Colonel  G.  Drake,  Colonel  L.  Graham,  Mr.  Morris. 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary."  For  Tryon.— Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore. 

For  Suffolk. — General  IVoodhull,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr,  Gel- 
"June4,1776.  ^^^„ 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Assemblies  For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr. 
and  Conventions  of  the  Colonies  requested  to  supply  or         Paul  Schenck. 

furnish  Militia  by  the  Resolutions  of  yesterday,  to  take  par-  For  Queen's.— Mr.  S.  Tovmshend,  Mr.  J.Townshend,  Mr. 
ticular  care  that  the  Militia  come  provided  with  Arms,  Ac-  yan  Wyck. 

coutrements,  and  Camp-Kettles.  For  Charlotte.— Colonel  Makom,  Mr.  Webster. 

"  By  order  of  Congress : 

"  John  Hancock  President  "  -^  itsit  of  a  Letter  to  the  Honourable  John  Hancock, 

President  of  the  Continental  Congress,  in  answer  to  his  of 

The  Congress  conceive  it  necessary,  towards  carrying  the  4th  instant,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the 

these  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  into  execu-  vvords  following  to  wit  • 

tion  to  appoint  a  Brigadier-General  and  a  Major  of  Brigade  'i„  p,^,;;,;^,  co„gre.s,  New-York,  June  7, 1776. 

of  the  Militia  ot  nestchester  County;  and  Lewis  Morns,  r.        v        1..        i-   \     a  i.     r  t       ■    .  i- 

Esq.,  being  thought  the  most  proper  pei^on  for  a  Brigade-  ^'^  =•  ^°"'"  ^f''  "'^  '\^}'  f  "^""^  !"''T'  n  ''^ 

General  of  the  Militia  of  that  Counly,  and  bavin,  been  *=TV^.'"  ""PO««"t  resolves  of  the  honourable  the  Continen- 

recommended  by  the  County  Committee  for  that  purpose,  '^'  ^""^l""''  °^  '•'^'^  ^'\^.^'  ""^.^'''  '"''""''  ''.^  '^f""''f 

and  Lewis  Morris,  Jun.,  Esq.,  having  been  also  Lmerk  '^  ""^  '^!'  "'^"'"g'/"^  immediate  y  cgmmunicated  to  the 

recommended  by  the  said  Committee  ibr  an  appointment  to  Conventmn  of  this  Colony.     They  have  directed  me  to  pre- 

be  the  Major  of  Brigade  of  the  Militia  of  that  County,  ^'^"'  '°  }^f  Congress  their  warmest  acknowledgment  for  the 

Resolved,  That  Lewis  Morris,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Briga-  """^^aried  attention  they  have  paid  to  the  welfare  and  hap- 

dier-General  of  the  Militia  of  the  County  of  fVestchester,  and  P!"f ''  °^  f?^  ^""'^'^  ^°''*"'^''  '^f  '°  '^'^"''^  '^'"'J'  ^^V    ' 

that  Letvi^  Morris,  Jun.,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Major  of  Bri-  V°-°"^         •'"°"  '^'^eerfuUy  endeavour  to  comply  with  all 

gadeofthe  Militia  of  the  said  County.  their  requisitions.  „       ^         ^     ^ 

And  Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  engross  their  respec-  ,  Persuaded  that  the  pay  allowed  to  the  Eastern  Army 
tive  Commissions,  and  that  the  same  respectively  be  signed  ^"""S  '''«  ^^^^  campaign  was  unreasonably  high,  this  Con- 
by  the  President  and  attested  by  the  Secretaries,  and  sent  yent.on  received  great  satisfaction  from  the  measures  taken 
to  those  gentlemen  with  all  possible  despatch.  ^  '''!^  ?°"g'"*^,f '  ^^  ^^""y  s"PPOsed,  with  a  view  to  reduce  it. 

^  '^  llie  inferior  allowance  of  pay  given  to  the  troops  raised  in 

r      u    iTfr  •      f  !      appointment  of  a  Brigadier-General  ihig  Colony,  and  those  of  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  the 

for  the  Mihtia  of  the  New-  York  Brigade  be  postponed  till  j^wer  Counties,  was  considered  as  a  precedent,  which  would 

o-raorrow.  ^  ^^^^  become  general ;  and  it  was  expected  that  the  patriotism 

The  consideration  of  the  said  Resolutions  of  the  Conti-  and  laudable  pride  of  the  other  Colonies  would  not  long  per- 
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mit  them  to  accept  higher  wages  than  their  neighbours  for 
fighting  in  the  same  glorious  cause,  and  for  the  attainment 
of  the  same  great  and  valuable  objects. 

This  Convention  are  most  sensibly  affected  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  that  discrimination ;  and  though  ready  to  consent 
to  a  still  greater  reduction  of  pay,  provided  it  be  general, 
yet  a  due  regard  to  the  honour  of  this  Colony  will  no  longer 
permit  them,  by  a  silent  acquiescence  in  so  odious  a  discrimi- 
nation, to  give  posterity  reason  to  conclude  that  it  was  esta- 
blished on  just  and  proper  principles.  This  Convention 
readily  confess  the  merit  of  the  Eastern  forces,  but  as  yet  have 
no  reason  to  believe  it  exceeds  that  of  the  troops  raised  in 
the  other  Colonies  ;  and,  therefore,  claim  of  the  Cor)gress,  as 
a  matter  of  justice,  that  they  be  put  on  one  general  looting. 
It  would  neither  be  wise  nor  honest  to  conceal  from  the  Con- 
gress the  discontents  that  have  aiisen  from  the  continuance 
of  this  invidious  distinction.  They  are  too  great  and  too 
general  not  to  injure  the  service,  and  therefore  merit  the  no- 
tice and  attention  of  those  who  alone  can  remove  them. 

By  this  unfortunate  circumstance  the  levies  of  this  Colony 
have  been,  and  in  all  probability  will  continue  to  be,  retarded; 
and  there  is  now  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Colony,  invited  by  higher  pay,  actually  bearing  arms  in  the 
New-England  Regiments. 

The  resolves  received  tliis  morning  have  been  consider- 
ed, and  a  Committee  appointed  to  ascertain  the  quotas  of 
men  to  be  furnished  by  the  different  Counties,  in  order  to 
complete  the  number  required  of  this  Colony,  which  Com- 
mittee hath  made  report  on  that  subject,  and  the  said  report 
been  considered  of  and  agreed  to;  but  it  appearing  from 
those  resolves,  that  although  large  detachments  from  the 
Militia  of  several  other  Colonies  are  also  required  for  the 
service,  yet  there  is  an  utter  silence  as  to  the  quantum  of 
pay  to  be  allowed  them,  this  Convention,  being  unable 
further  to  proceed  in  this  business,  are  under  the  necessity 
of  ordering  one  of  their  ihembers,  Mr.  Gouvcrneur  Morris, 
to  repair  immediately  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  obtain 
from  the  Congress  information  on  that  head,  and  whether 
the  same  difference  of  wages  now  unhappily  subsisting  be- 
tween the  regular  troops  is  to  be  extended  to  the  Militia  of 
the  several  Colonies.  Should  that  be  the  case,  this  Colony 
will  be  exceedingly  embarrassed ;  for  while  the  regard  due 
to  its  honour  is  suffered  to  clash  with  the  regard  due  to  the 
general  cause,  there  is  reason  to  fear  its  exertions  will  be 
feeble,  and  the  harmony  and  mutual  confidence  of  the  Co- 
lonies probably  diminished. 

The  Convention,  therefore,  earnestly  request  the  favour 
of  the  Congress  speedily  to  dismiss  Mr.  Morris,  they  being 
very  desirous  of  forming  their  regiments  of  Militia  without 
delay. 

I  am  directed,  sir,  by  the  Convention,  to  return  you  their 
thanks  for  your  polite  letter,  and  to  assure  you  that  they  con- 
sider the  remarks  and  exhortations  contained  in  it  as  addi- 
tional proofs  of  that  zeal  which  you  have  ever  manifested 
for  the  American  cause. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant.     By  order: 

Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress. 

The  Report  of  a  Committee  was  then  read  and  agreed  to, 
and  is  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to  wit : 

"In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  June  7,  1776. 

"  Your  Committee,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  having  de- 
liberately considered  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress of  the  1st,  .3d,  and  4th  instant,  for  raising  a  body  of 
Militia  for  the  defence  of  the  Colonies  in  the  present  cam- 
paign, do  report :  That  we  have  extracted  from  the  said 
Resolves  such  parts  thereof  as  immediately  relate  to  this 
Colony,  which  are  in  substance  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  It  appears  that  13,800  Militia  from  the  different  Colo- 
nies are  destined  to  reinforce  the  Army  at  Neio-  York;  that 
750  of  the  Militia  of  this  Colony  are  to  be  levied  for  the 
Canada  service,  and  that  3,000  is  the  proportion  allotted 
to  this  Colony  of  the  13,800  who  are  to  reinforce  the  Army 
at  New- York ;  that  the  Militia  are  to  be  engaged  to  the  1st 
of  December  next,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  Continen- 
tal Congress — their  pay  to  commence  from  the  day  of  their 
marching,  with  allowance  of  one  penny,  lawful  money,  per 


mile  for  their  subsistence,  in  lieu  of  rations,  and  one  day's 
pay  for  every  twenty  miles  between  home  and  rendezvous, 
going  and  returning. 

"  That  one  Brigadier-General  be  appointed  by  this  Con- 
gress. 

"  That  this  Congress  take  particular  care  that  the  Militia 
come  well  provided  with  arms  and  accoutrements  and  camp- 
kettles. 

"  Of  the  3,000  Militia  of  this  Colony  destined  to  reinforce 
the  Army  at  New-York,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  following  quotas  be  levied  out  of  the  several  Counties, 
to  wit: 

The  City  and  County  of  New-York 1,200 

[Those  to  consist  of  the  two  Independent  Battalions,  to  be  filled 
up  to  the  complement  of  two  Battalions  by  three  hundred  men, 
Oilicers  included,  from  the  quotas  of  the  other  Counties.  The 
Field-Officera  to  be  nominated  out  of  the  City  and  County  of 
J^ew-York,  and  the  present  Officers  of  the  said  two  Battalions,  or 
such  Officers  of  the  City  and  County  of  J^tw-Ywk,  under  the 
degree  of  Field-Officers,  as  are  necessary  to  be  provided  for,  in 
the  proportion  of  12  to  3.] 

Richmond 57 

King's 58 

dueen's 175 

Suffolk 200 

Westchester 300 

Dutchess 335 

Orange 200 

Ulster 300 

Albany 600 

Tryon 75 

Charlotte 50 

Cumberland 125 

Gloucester 75 

Total 3,750 

"  To  make  up  the  750  to  reinforce  the  Army  in  Canada, 

as  follows,  to  wit : 

Albany 425 

Tryon 75 

Charlotte 50 

Cumberland 125 

Gloucester 75 

Makes 750 

"  Therefore  there  remains  of  the  quota  of 

Albany 175 

New- York 1,200 

Richmond 57 

King's 58 

Q,ueen's 175 

Suffolk 200 

Westchester 300 

Dutchess 335 

Orange 200 

Ulster 300 

Makes  for  reinforcing  the  Army  at  .Yew-Yort. . .  .3,000 

"  The  3,750  men  to  be  divided  into  five  Battalions  of 
750  men  each,  and  each  Battalion  into  ten  Companies,  Offi- 
cers included,  except  Field  and  Staff-Officers  ;  each  Batta- 
lion to  have  1  Colonel,  1  Lieutenant-Colonel,  1  Major,  1 
Adjutant,  1  Quartermaster,  1  Surgeon,  and  1  Surgeon's 
Mate ;  and  each  Company  to  consist  of  1  Captain,  2  Lieu- 
tenants, 3  Sergeants,  3  Corporals,  1  Drummer,  1  Fifer,  and 
64  Privates,  and  2  Chaplains  to  the  four  Battalions  destined 
for  reinforcing  the  Army  at  New-  York,  and  1  Chaplain  for 
the  Battalion  destined  for  Canada. 

"  The  Officers  for  the  3,750  men,  your  Committee  submit, 
to  be  appointed  by  this  Congress. 

"  Your  Committee  further  beg  leave  to  report,  that  it  will, 
in  their  opinion,  highly  promote  the  publick  service  to  raise 
the  quotas  of  Militia  by  Volunteers;  and,  to  that  end,  as  the 
discrimination  hitherto  made  between  the  New-  York  and 
New-England  Troops,  not  employed  in  the  Canada  service, 
is  exceedingly  odious,  and  greatly  discourages  levies  in  the 
Colony  of  JVew-  York,  your  Committee  are,  therefore,  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  pay  of  each  Private  be  fixed  at  53s.  4d.  per 
month.  New-  York  currency,  unless  the  Continental  Con- 
gress shall  think  proper  to  reduce  the  pay  of  the  New-Eng- 
land Troops,  not  employed  in  the  Canada  service,  to  an 
equality  with  the  troops  of  this  Colony  who  are  not  employ- 
ed in  that  service.  That  the  most  strenuous  efforts  be  made 
to  induce  the  Continental  Congress  to  agree  to  such  increase 
or  reduction. 

"And  whereas,  by  the  Resolutions  aforesaid,  it  is  required 
that  the  men  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  raised  bj'  this  Colony,  be 
well  provided  with  arms,  accoutrements,  and  camp-kettles, 
your  Committee  do  further  report  it  as  their  opinion,  that 
it  will  be  proper  to  complete  the  number  of  anus  from  the 
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Mililia  of  the  respective  Counties,  which  shall  remain  after 
forming  the  aforesaid  Battalions ;  and  that  the  Provincial 
CommTssary  be  ordered  to  provide,  at  the  expense  of  this 
Colony,  such  camp-kettles  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid." 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  agree  with  the  Commit- 
tee in  their  said  Report,  and  that  it  be  deemed,  and  esteemed, 
and  taken  in  all  things,  as  a  Resolve  and  Order  of  this  Con- 
gress. 

Die  Sabbati,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  June  8,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  fVoodhuIl,  President. 
FoK  New-York. — Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Colonel  Stoiir 

tenburgh,  Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Philip  Li- 
vingston. 
For  Queen's. — Mr.  Samuel  Toumshend,  Mr.  James  Tovm- 

shend. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  fVebster,  Colonel  Malcom. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Van  Houten. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 
For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Gel- 

tton. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  DeLavergne,  Mr.  James  Livingston, 

Mr.  Paul  Schenck. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Colonel  L. 

Graham,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Morris. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

Doctor  Morgan,  Director-General  of  the  Continental  Hos- 
pital, attending,  was  admitted.  He  applied  for  the  Medicine 
in  the  care  of  Doctor  TVeat,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
Hospital,  on  paying  the  price  of  them. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Broome  and  Colonel  Graham  be 
a  Committee  to  take  this  application  into  consideration,  and 
report  thereon  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Mr.  William  Bedlow,  attending,  informed  the  Congress 
that  Lord  Stirling  had  ordered  an  additional  Barrack  to  be 
erected  in  the  Highlands,  and  Mr.  Bedlow  requests  to  know 
whether  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Congress  that  the  Commis- 
sioners execute  those  orders. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bedlow  wait  on  his  Excellency  Ge- 
neral Washington,  and  inform  him  of  Lord  Stirling's  direc- 
tion, and  that  Mr.  Bedlow  Sind  the  other  Commissioners  take 
all  their  future  directions  from  the  General  respecting  those 
Fortifications  and  the  Works  or  Buildings  to  be  there  erected, 
and  from  what  funds  the  future  expense  of  those  Works  shall 
be  defrayed. 

Mr.  Bedlow  informed  the  Congress  that  the  Commissioners 
had  been  put  to  some  expense  in  entertaining  a  Committee  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  other  gentlemen  passing  and 
repassing  the  Fortifications,  and  requests  to  know  whether 
any  allowance  will  be  made  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Bedlow  is  desired  to  apply  to  the  General  for  an 
answer. 

Colonel  McDougall,  attending,  was  admitted.  He  in- 
formed the  Congress  that,  by  the  Resolutions  of  Congress, 
the  Recruiting  Officers  are  to  have  ten  shillings  per  man  for 
recruiting,  without  specifying  the  currency ;  that  there  is  a 
particular  Resolution  for  the  purpose ;  that  Officers  of  the 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  Battalions  have  received  IJ  Dollar; 
and  he  requested  to  know  whether  his  orders  in  favour  of  his 
Officers  will  receive  the  like  payment. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  MciJow^a// send  a  Return  of  his 
Regiment  to  this  Congress,  and  a  copy  of  the  Resolution  of 
Congress  referred  to. 

Jonathan  Baker  and  Stephen  Fountain,  charged  and  con- 
victed by  the  Joint  Committees  of  Brookhaven,  Manor  of 
St.  George,  and  Patentship  of  Meritches,  of  being  enemies 
to  their  country,  and,  as  such,  of  having  taken  up  arms  and 
held  correspondence  with  our  enemies  on  board  of  the  Mi- 
nisterial Ships  of  War,  and  very  much  promoted  discord 
amongst  the  inhabitants,  and  seduced  many  to  forsake  the 
cause  of  their  country,  were  sent  to  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Jonathan  Baker  and  Stephen 
Fountain  be  committed  to  close  custody. 

And  Ordered,  That  Daniel  Goldsmith,  the  Jailer,  be,  and 


he  is  hereby,  directed  and  requested  to  receive  and  keep  them 
in  safe  custody  until  the  further  order  of  this  Congress. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Brookhaven,  &tc.,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit: 

Sir:  Lieutenant  William  Clarke,  in  pursuance  of  an 
order  of  the  Joint  Committees  of  Brookhaven,  Manor  of  St. 
George,  and  the  Patentship  of  Meritches,  has  delivered  to 
this  Congress  Jonathan  Baker  and  Stephen  Fountain,  whom 
they  have  committed  to  safe  custody.  The  Congress  much 
approves  of  the  determination  of  the  Committees  of  New- 
Haven,  not  to  receive  the  said  prisoners,  it  being  the  proper 
business  of  every  Colony  to  regulate  their  own  internal  con- 
cerns without  the  aid  or  interference  of  other  Colonies, 
unless  on  a  sudden  and  great  emergency,  or  when  duly 
requested. 

I  am  directed  to  desire  your  Committees  to  transmit  to 
this  Congress  the  affidavits  and  examinations  (or  certified 
copies  of  them)  now  in  their  custody,  which  relate  to  the 
said  prisoners. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 
By  order. 
To  Josiah  Smith,  Esquire,  Brookhaven. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Colonel  Broome,  from  the  Committee  appointed  this 
morning  to  take  into  consideration  the  application  of  Doctor 
Morgan,  delivered  in  their  Report,  which  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

New- York,  June  8,  1776. 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  Doctor  Morgan's 
application  respecting  the  Medicine  belonging  to  this  Colony 
in  Doctor  Treat's  possession,  report,  that  from  the  best  in- 
formation they  have  obtained.  Doctor  Morgan  is  in  want  of 
sundry  necessary  Medicines  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
Army  in  this  City ;  that,  therefore,  in  their  opinion,  one-half 
of  the  Medicine  in  quantity  and  kind,  in  Doctor  Treat's  hands 
as  aforesaid,  may,  without  danger  of  injury  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Colony,  be  disposed  of  to  Doctor  Morgan  for  the  use 
aforesaid,  which  is  nevertheless  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  Broome,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  agree  with  their  Com- 
mittee in  the  said  Report,  and  that  one  moiety  of  those 
Medicines,  in  quantity  and  kind,  be  sold  and  delivered  for 
cash  to  Doctor  Morgan,  for  the  use  mentioned  in  the  said 
Report. 

Mr.  Haring  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  Affidavits  of  three 
persons,  to  wit :  Jacobus  Ver  Verlen,  James  Ramsay,  and 
John  Montanye,  sworn  before  Mr.  Alderman  Brasher;  which 
were  read  and  filed.  It  thereby  appears  that  there  is  a  de- 
fection in  Bergen  County,  in  or  near  the  English  Neigh- 
bourhood; that  two  Companies  refused  to  turn  out  any 
Volunteere,  or  be  drafted  to  supply  any  part  of  the  Militia 
ordered  to  join  the  Army;  that  the  said  two  Companies  were 
loudly  riotous  in  favour  of  Ministerial  measures,  and  against 
the  Continental  measures. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  those  Affidavits  be  transmitted 
to  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New- Jersey. 

Thereupon,  a  draft  of  a  Letter  for  that  purpose  to  the 
President  of  the  Congress  of  New-Jersey,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Sir  :  The  Congress  of  this  Colony  have  directed  me  to 
transmit  the  enclosed  copies  of  Affidavits  to  you.  They  re- 
spect a  defection  which  appears  to  subsist  in  Bergen  County, 
and  which,  unless  suppressed  very  speedily,  will  probably 
increase. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant. 
By  order. 

To  Samuel  Tucker,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Congress  of  the 
Colony  of  New-Jersey. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  Return  of  Officers  of  Militia  duly  elected  for  the  Town- 
ship of  Flushing,  in  Queen's  County,  on  the  20th  of  May 
last,  which  Return  is  dated  the  6th  June  instant,  and  signed 
by  John  Talman,  Chairman,  was  read  and  filed.     It  is  there- 
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by  certified  that  Nathaniel  Tom  was  elected  Captain,  and 
Mathew  Van  Dyke  First  Lieutenant,  Jeffnj  Hicks  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Nicholas  Van  Dyke  Ensign  ;  and  that  the 
said  election  was  duly  held,  in  the  presence  of  Thomas 
Thome  and  Edward  Pinfold,  Inspectors,  and  two  of  the 
Committee. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen  in 
the  offices  to  which  they  are  respectively  elected. 

The  Committee  who  were  appointed  to  report  on  the 
several  Lead-Mines  on  which  Essays  have  been  made  in  this 
Colony,  delivered  in  their  Report ;  which  was  twice  read. 
They  thereby  report  that  the  Lead-Mine  in  the  Oblong,  in 
Dutchess  County,  is  the  most  likely  to  be  valuable,  and  that, 
in  their  opinion,  it  merits  the  attention  of  this  Congress,  so 
far  as  to  be  at  the  expense  of  clearing  the  old  pits  and  en- 
deavouring to  obtain  a  certainty  of  the  quality  of  the  oar. 

So  far  the  House  agrees  with  their  Committee  in  the  said 
Report. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Malcom  apply  to  Mr.  Erskine, 
as  a  proper  person,  to  know  if  he  would  attend  to  that  Mine 
a  short  time,  to  examine  its  value  and  quality,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  success  in  working  it. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Glenn,  and  Mr.  Haring, 
be  a  Committee  to  draw  Instructions  for  raising  the  Detach- 
ment of  Militia  to  be  furnished  by  this  Colony,  and  to  report 
thereon  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Die  Sabbati,  6  ho.  P.  M.,  June  8,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  General  Woodhidl,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  Broome, 

Major  Van  Zandt,  Colonel  Stoutenburgh. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn, 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Van  Houten. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Major  Lock- 
wood,  Captain  Fleming,  Colonel  Drake. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhidl,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  GeJr 

ston,  Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  J.  Livingston,  Mr.  De  Lavergne, 

Mr.  Schenck. 
For  Queen's. — Mr.  Samuel  Totvmhend,  Mr.  James  Toum- 

shend,  Mr.  Lawrence. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Hamilton  furnish  such  a  Guard 
as  may  be  necessary  to  guard  the  Provincial  Gunpowder. 

And  if  Captain  Hamilton  should  stand  in  need  of  any 
Tents  for  that  purpose : 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  furnish  him  with  Tents 
for  that  Guard. 

And  Ordered,  further.  That  Captain  Hamilton  furnish 
daily  six  of  his  best  Cartridge-Makers,  to  work  and  assist  in 
that  business  at  the  Store  or  Elaboratory,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Norwood,  the  Commissary. 

Ordered,  that ,  a  sister  of  Israel  and  Isaac 

Youngs,  be  permitted  to  speak  to  her  brothers  this  after- 
noon, only  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the  Officer  of  the 
Guard. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  the  Committee  appointed  this  morning 
to  draw  Instructions  for  raising  a  Detachment  of  Militia, 
brought  in  the  Report  of  the  said  Committee ;  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  delivered  in  at  the  Table,  where  the  same 
was  again  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned. 

A  Letter  from  Ezekiel  Hawley,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Salem,  in  Westchester  County,  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  2b  the  Hon.  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-York  : 

"  The  Committee  of  Salem,  in  Westchester  County,  have 
the  unhappiness  of  having  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants 
very  much  opposed  to  the  measures  of  the  United  Colonies, 
and  numbers  of  them  are  determined  not  to  comply  with  nor 
adopt  the  doings  of  the  Congress,  which  make  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  for  said  Committee.  Said  Committee  have  ad- 
vertised some,  obliged  others  to  give  bonds — some  of  one 
or  two  hundred  pounds,  somi  of  whom  have  forfeited  their 


bonds  and  run  off,  and  have  made  considerable  cost  (one  in 
particular)  in  sending  after  him.  We  desire  to  know  what 
shall  be  done  with  the  forfeitures,  and  likewise  how  to  pix)- 
ceed  in  taking  of  it,  and  how  to  turn  it  into  money  if  taken 
in  stock  or  whatever  else,  or  whether  or  no  the  Congress  will 
not  take  the  forfeitures  and  pay  the  cost.  We  desire  you 
would  give  us  some  rule  and  directions  how  to  proceed  ;  and 
likewise  those  men  that  still  behave  inimical,  and  put  the 
Committee  to  so  much  trouble,  whether  or  no  we  might  not 
take  cost  of  them,  to  pay  us  what  is  reasonable  for  our  time, 
for  we  grow  weary  of  being  called  together  to  deal  with 
Tories  ;  that  has  been  our  whole  business  ever  since  we  have 
been  formed  as  a  Committee;  it  has  cost  me,  in  particular, 
not  less  than  six  hundred  miles  riding,  and,  I  believe,  at  a 
moderate  guess,  twenty  or  thirty  dollars  in  cash,  and  I  never 
yet  expected  pay;  but  I  find  I  cannot  live  so,  and  if  the 
Tories  make  all  the  trouble,  why  ought  they  not  to  pay  all 
the  cost  ?  Gentlemen,  we  only  want  orders  from  you  to  take 
it.  We  have  sent  Mr.  Benjamin  Chapman,  one  oi'  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Committee,  to  you,  praying  of  you  to  send  us 
some  directions  on  this  important  affair. 
"  By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"Ezekiel  Hawley,  Chairman. 

"June  5,  1776." 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  presented 
to  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  for  the  important 
service  he  has  rendered  to  the  United  Colonies,  and  for  the 
attention  he  has  paid  to  the  interest  and  civil  authority  of 
this  Colony,  and  that  he  be  assured  of  the  readiness  of  this 
Congress  to  afford  him  all  the  aid  in  their  power  to  enable 
him  to  execute  the  important  trust  reposed  in  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  wait  on  General  Washing' 
ton,  and  communicate  to  him  the  aforegoing  Resolution. 

Sunday  morning,  June  9,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New- York. — Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Beek- 
man,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  Stouten- 
burgh,  Captain  Denning. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Little. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  G.  Drake,  Colonel  L.  Gra- 
ham, Mr.  Lockwood. 

For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Gel- 
ston,  Mr.  Strong. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  P.  Schenck,  Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr. 
Livingston. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

Mr.  Tredwell  took  the  general  oath  of  secrecy. 

A  draft  of  an  Answer  to  the  Letter  from  Ezelciel  Hawley, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Salem,  in  Westchester  Coun- 
ty, was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ino;,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  June  9,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  by  Mr.  Chapman,  of  the  5th  instant, 
was  laid  before  the  Congress,  who  are  of  opinion  the  con- 
tents require  the  most  serious  consideration,  and  have  direct- 
ed me  to  acquaint  you  that  whenever  several  matters  of 
importance  for  the  general  defence  and  preservation  of  the 
Colony,  now  under  consideration,  are  despatched,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Salem  may  be  assured  a  proper  attention  will  be 
paid  to  their  application,  the  Congress  not  doubting  that  the 
Committee  will  still  persevere  with  zeal  in  the  cause  of  their 
country.  By  order. 
To  Ezekiel  Hawley,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

Salem,  Westchester. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  President  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  his  Excel- 
lency General  Washington,  and  communicated  to  him  the 
Resolution  of  yesterday,  to  which  his  Excellency  returned 
the  following  Answer : 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  am  extremely  obliged  for  the  high  sense 
you  entertain  of  my  services,  and  for  your  promise  of  every 
possible  assistance  in  the  discharge  of  my  important  duty. 
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You  may  rest  assured  that  every  attention  to  the  interest  and 
happiness  of  this  Colony  shall  not  he  wanting,  nor  my  re- 
ward to  its  civil  authority  remitted  whilst  I  am  honoured  with 
the  command  1  now  hold." 

Sunday  afternoon,  June  9,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pui-suant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  General  WoodhuU,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Van  Cortlnndt,  Mr.  Den- 
ning, Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  Broome,  Colo- 
nel Stoutenburgh. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Cuykr,  Mr.  Glerm. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  P.  Schenck,  Mr. 
De  Lavergne. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Tied- 
well. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Hating. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  PVebster. 

For  Westchester. — ^Colonel  G.  Drake,  Colonel  L.  Gra- 
ham, Major  Lockwood. 

For  Ut.sTER. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  for  raising  a  Detachment 
of  Militia  was  taken  up ;  and  after  some  time  spent  in  the 
consideration  thereof,  the  same  was  agreed  to,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  appointed  for  taking  into  consideration 
Regulations  and  Instructions  for  raising  the  detachments  of 
Militia  to  reinforce  the  Army  at  JSew-  York  and  that  in  Ca- 
nada, do  report :  That  they  have  maturely  considered  the 
matter  referred  to  them,  and  think  it  necessary  to  report  the 
following  Regulations  for  the  more  orderly  and  despatchful 
levy  of  the  Militia  destined  to  reinforce  the  Continental  Army 
in  this  City  and  that  in  Canada,  to  wit : 

As  it  is  evident  that  the  nature  of  the  service  hereby  pro- 
vided for  requires  the  utmost  despatch,  this  House  do  re- 
commend it  to  the  several  Counties  to  furnish  their  respec- 
tive quotas  with  all  possible  expedition.  And  as  it  would 
by  no  means  be  proper  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
different  Counties,  your  Committee  do  advise  that  this  Con- 
gress earnestly  recommend  that  the  several  levies  to  be  made 
in  the  different  parts  of  this  Colony,  from  without  the  City 
and  County  of  New-  York,  for  the  purpose  of  reinforcing  the 
Army  at  New-  York,  begin  their  respective  marches  to  the 
City  o{  New- York,  unless  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Continental  Army  should  order  them  to  march  to  some  other 
place,  at  the  latest  on  the  several  days  hereafter  mentioned : 
those  oi  King's  County  and  Richinond  County  on  the  15th 
instant ;  those  of  Westchester  and  (Queen's  County  on  the 
17th  instant;  those  of  Orange  on  the  19th  instant;  those 
of  Dutchess,  Ulster,  and  Suffolk,  on  the  21st  instant;  and 
those  of  the  County  of  Albany  on  the  23d. 

2dly.  That  those  of  the  City  and  County  o{  New- York 
be  ready  for  parade  and  review  on  the  14th  instant. 

3dly.  That  though  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  several  levies  above  mentioned  if  consisting  of  volun- 
teers, would  be  most  advancive  of  the  publick  service,  yet 
they  conceive  that  the  said  levies  ought,  at  all  events,  to  be 
made  with  the  utmost  despatch.  For  which  reason  your 
Committee  do  advise  that  each  detachment  in  the  several 
respective  Counties,  except  New-  York,  be  mustered  two 
days  before  the  respective  days  of  their  march  ;  and  that  of 
New-York  two  days  before  the  day  of  their  parade  and  re- 
view. And  that  the  deficiency  of  volunteers  in  each  quota, 
on  such  days,  ought  respectively  to  be  completed  by  drafts, 
to  be  ascertained  by  casting  lots  ;  and  that  to  this  end  the 
several  Commanding  Officei-s  do  assemble  on  such  day  their 
respective  battalions. 

4thly.  That  the  rank  and  number  of  the  officers  which 
are  to  command  the  respective  detachments  be  fixed  by  this 
Congress.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  each  battalion  out  of  which  any  detachment  is  to 
be  made,  on  or  before  the  day  of  muster,  and  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  sub-Committee  or  sub-L'ommittees,  to  pro- 
cure volunteer  officers  of  such  battalions,  under  the  degree 
of  Field-Officers,  to  command  such  detachment  of  volunteers 
as  can  be  had  before  the  day  of  muster,  and  if  not,  to  select 
them  on  that  day  by  casting  lots ;  and  that  such  officers  thus 
selected,  either  by  volunteers  or  by  casting  lots,  be  the  offi- 


cers to  command  the  detachment ;  and  if  a  detachment  should 
consist  of  men  belonging  to  different  battalions,  the  several 
Commanding  Officers,  with  the  several  sub-Committees  with- 
in whose  district  such  detachment  shall  be,  shall  so  propor- 
tion the  officers,  as  to  rank  and  number,  according  to  the 
number  from  each  battalion  who  form  such  detachment ;  and 
if  too  great  a  number  of  officers  shall  offer  their  services  as 
volunteers,  that  it  be  determined  by  casting  of  lots,  for  the 
honour  of  the  service. 

5thly.  That  in  case  of  detaching  by  draft,  every  drafted 
non-commissioned  officer  and  private  be  permitted  to  supply 
an  able-bodied  man  in  his  room,  so  that  sucli  indulgence  do 
not  retard  the  march  of  the  detachment. 

6thly.  That  care  be  taken  that,  at  the  respective  times  of 
the  commencement  of  such  marches  respectively  from  the 
other  Counties,  and  at  the  time  of  such  parade  as  aforesaid 
in  New-  York,  each  detachment  be  completely  provided 
with  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammunition,  as  directed  by 
the  regulations  for  the  Militia ;  and  to  that  end  that  their 
deficiences  in  those  particulars,  if  any  such  there  be,  be  made 
up  from  that  of  the  other  men  belonging  to  their  respective 
battalions,  either  by  purchase,  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  pay 
of  the  several  persons  detached  who  shall  be  thus  provided 
for  march  or  parade,  or  by  loan,  as  the  respective  owners 
shall  choose,  they  to  be  secured  in  that  case  for  return  in 
good  order  to  such  respective  owners,  by  an  allowance  on 
valuation  out  of  the  pay  of  the  persons  respectively  who 
shall  thus  be  provided  for  their  march  or  parade ;  and  in 
case  of  loss  or  injury,  and  there  be  not  sufficiency  of  pay 
due  and  in  arrear  to  the  person  to  recompense  the  owner 
to  whom  the  loss  or  injury  shall  happen,  in  such  case  the 
recompense  to  be  made  by  the  Colony.     For  which  pur- 
pose just  valuation  shall  be  made  by  the  sub-Committees 
through  whose  District  each  brigade  shall  extend;  and  the 
Brigadier-General  of  the  brigade  of  a  general  muster  shall 
be  had  for  the  purpose,  or  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
each  battalion,  and  the  proper  District  Committee  or  Com- 
mittees, if  such  general  muster  shall  not  be  had.     And  it  is 
further  advised  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Brigadier- 
General  of  each  brigade,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  the  next 
commanding  officer,  and  the  several  County  Committees 
to  whose  respective  Districts  such  brigades  shall  respectively 
extend,  to  determine  whether  such  muster  as  aforesaid  shall 
be  held  in  brigades  or  battalions ;  and  that  the  Brigadier- 
General  and  the  County  Committees  of  such  musters  shall 
be  made  in  brigade,  preside  over,  direct,  and  conduct  the 
making  of  such  detachments  aforesaid,  and  the  valuation  of 
arms  as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  the  said  detachments  shall  be 
made  in  battalions,  then  such  presidence,  direction,  and  con- 
duct, to  be  in  the  commanding  officer  of  the  battalion,  and 
the  District  Committee  or  Committees ;  and  that  all  ques- 
tions in  the  execution  of  the  matters  so  submitted  to  the 
presidence,  direction,  and  conduct,  respectively,  be  deter- 
mined by  a  majority  of  voices,  and  being  thus  done  and 
transacted,    report  under   their  hands   be  made    by  them 
thereof,  as  well  as  of  the  respective  detachments  to  be  di- 
rected to  the  Brigadier-General  to  be  appointed  by  this 
Congress  for  the  command  of  the  detachments  of  Militia  of 
the  Colony  o{ New-York,  destined  to  reinforce  the  Conti- 
nental Army  at  New-  York,  and  to  be  transmitted  to  him  by 
the  hands  of  the  commanding  officer  of  each  detachment 
respectively. 

■Tthly.  That,  to  this  end,  this  Congress  immediately  do, 
in  pursuance  of  the  Resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
nominate  and  appoint  such  Brigadier  as  aforesaid. 

8thly.  That  it  be  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Brigadier- 
General  and  General  Committees,  and  other  Commanding 
Officere  and  District  Committees,  as  aforesaid,  respectively, 
to  give  proper  orders  for  the  regular  and  despatchful  march 
of  the  several  detachments,  either  by  land  or  by  water,  as 
will  best  expedite  the  arrival  of  the  several  detachments  at 
New-  York. 

9tlily.  That  the  necessary  despatches  for  the  purpose  of 
expediting  the  raising  the  aforesaid  detachments  destined  to 
join  the  Army  at  New-  York,  be  made  by  the  said  Brigadier- 
General,  so  to  be  appointed  by  this  Congress,  to  the  respec- 
tive Counties  in  this  Colony,  either  by  express  or  otherwise, 
as  he  shall  think  proper,  at  the  publick  expense  of  this 
Colony,  and  that  he  transmit  therewith  copies  of  the  Reso- 
lutions and  Proceedings  of  this  Congress  relative  to  the  said 
detachments. 
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lOthly.  That  in  forming  the  detachments  above-mention- 
ed, the  Minute  Battalions,  as  well  officers  as  privates,  ought 
to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  common  Militia. 

1  Itlily.  That  the  detachments  to  join  the  Army  in  Canada 
be  formed  in  one  battalion,  and  that  the  making  the  said  de- 
tachments, in  the  manner  above  directed,  be  committed  to 
the  care  of  the  different  County  Committees,  and  the  Briga- 
dier-General of  Albany  and  Tryon,  and  the  march  of  the 
said  battalion,  either  in  body  or  detachments,  shall  be  on 
sue!)  day  or  days  respectively  as  the  said  Brigadier  of  Albany 
and  Tryon,  and  the  said  General  Committees  of  the  Coun- 
ties wherein  such  detachments  are  to  be  levied,  shall,  by 
majority  of  voices,  be  determined,  provided  always  that  the 
last  day  of  such  march  does  not  exceed  the  first  day  of  July 
next. 

12thly.  That  all  returns  as  aforesaid,  respecting  the  said 
battalion,  be  respectively  made  in  manner  aforesaid  to  this 
Congress. 

Lastly.  For  the  encouragement  of  all  privates  who  shall 
be  employed  in  the  aforesaid  service,  your  Committee  do 
advise  that  it  be  resolved  by  this  Congress  that,  in  case  the 
Continental  Congress  do  not  increase  their  pay  from  40s.  to 
5-3s.  Ad.,  current  lawful  money  of  this  Colony,  that  this 
Congress  will  make  full  provision  for  such  increase. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  aforesaid  Report  stand 
confirmed ;  and  that  it  be  deemed,  esteemed,  and  taken  in 
all  things,  as  a  Resolve  and  Order  of  this  Congress. 

The  Congress  having  taken  into  consideration  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Brigadier-General  to  take  the  command  of 
the  three  thousand  of  the  Militia  of  the  Colony  of  New- 
York,  destined,  by  the  Resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress 
of  the  3d  instant,  to  reinforce  the  Army  at  New-  York : 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  John  Morin  Scott  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  nominated  and  appointed  Brigadier-General  of 
the  said  three  thousand  of  the  Militia  of  this  Colony. 

And  it  is  hereby  Ordered,  That  a  Commission  be  signed 
by  the  President  for  this  purpose,  and  issued  accordingly. 

The  detachments  from  Queen's,  King's,  and  Richmond 
Counties,  to  be  joined  to,  and  make  part  of  the  two  battalions 
of  the  City  and  County  oi  New- York ;  that  two  Captains, 
three  Fii-st  Lieutenants,  and  two  Second  Lieutenants,  be 
appointed  in  Queen's  County;  that  one  Captain  and  one 
Second  Lieutenant  be  appointed  in  King's  County;  and  that 
one  Captain  and  one  Second  Lieutenant  be  appointed  in 
Richmond  County. 

Resolved,  That  the  rank  and  number  of  Officers  in  the 
said  three  thousand  Militia  destined  to  reinforce  the  Army 
at  New-  York,  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 

That  there  be  appointed  in  Westchester  County  one  Colo- 
nel, four  Captains,  four  First  Lieutenants,  and  four  Second 
Lieutenants. 

That  there  be  appointed  in  Suffolk  County  one  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel, three  Captains,  two  First  Lieutenants,  and 
three  Second  Lieutenants. 

That  there  be  appointed  in  Orange  County  one  Major, 
three  Captains,  two  First  Lieutenants,  and  three  Second 
Lieutenants. 

That  the  detachments  from  the  three  last-mentioned 
Counties,  with  such  addition  as  is  hereafter  mentioned,  be 
one  battalion. 

That  there  be  appointed  in  the  County  of  Dutchess  one 
Colonel,  four  Captains,  five  First  Lieutenants,  and  four 
Second  Lieutenants. 

That  there  be  appointed  in  Ulster  County  one  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  four  Captains,  four  First  Lieutenants,  and  four 
Second  Lieutenants. 

That  there  be  appointed  in  Albany  County  one  Major, 
two  Captains,  three  First  Lieutenants,  and  two  Second  Lieu- 
tenants. 

That  one  First  Lieutenant,  one  Sergeant,  one  Corporal, 
and  twenty-two  Privates,  from  Albany  County ,  be  joined  to 
the  detachment  of  Orange  County;  that  one  First  Lieute- 
nant, one  Sergeant,  one  Corporal,  and  twenty-two  Pri- 
vates, from  Dutchess  County,  be  joined  to  the  detachment 
of  Suffolk  County;  that  a  Sergeant  and  nine  Privates, 
from  the  detachment  of  Dutchess  County,  be  added  to  the 
two  battalions  o(  New- York ;  that  the  detachment  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  men  from  Albany,  and  the  de- 
tachments from  Dutchess  and  Ulster  Counties,  (excepting 
those  directed  to  be  joined  to  the  detachments  of  Orange 


and  Suffolk,  and  to  the  battalions  of  New-  York,)  be  one 
separate  battalion. 

A  draft  of  a  Commission  to  John  Morin  Scott,  as  Briga- 
dier-General, was  read  and  approved  of,  as  follows,  viz : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  June  9,  1776. 

To  John  Morin  Scott,  Esquire,  Greeting  : 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress,  by  their  Resolutions 
of  the  1st  and  3d  day  of  June  instant,  did,  among  other 
things,  in  substance,  resolve  that  the  Colony  of  New-York 
be  requested  to  furnish  three  thousand  of  their  Militia  to  re- 
inforce the  Army  at  New- York,  to  be  engaged  to  the  1st 
day  o( December  next,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress ; 
that  a  Provincial  Brigadier-General  from  New-York  be 
employed  in  the  Neiv-York  Department;  and  that  the  said 
Brigadier-General  should  be  appointed  by  this  Colony : 

We,  therefore,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  m 
your  patriotism,  valour,  conduct,  and  fidelity,  do,  by  these 
presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  said  John  Morin 
Scott,  Provincial  Brigadier  General,  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said. You  are  therefore  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge 
the  duty  of  Brigadier-General,  by  doing  and  performing  all 
manner  of  things  thereunto  belonging,  for  the  defence  of 
American  liberty,  and  repelling  every  hostile  invasion  there- 
of. And  we  do  strictly  charge  and  require  all  officers  and 
privates  under  your  command,  to  be  obedient  to  your  orders 
as  Brigadier-General ;  and  you  are  to  observe  and  follow 
such  orders  and  directions,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  execution 
of  your  said  office,  as  you  shall  receive  from  the  Continental 
Congress,  or  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  time 
being  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  any  other 
your  superior  officer,  according  to  the  rule  and  discipline  of 
war.  This  Commission  to  be  in  force  until  revoked  by  this 
or  some  future  Congress  or  Legislature  of  this  Colony. 

A  Return  of  Officers  of  a  Minute-Company  in  Smithtown 
was  read.  * 

Ordered,  That  their  Commissions  issue. 

The  Congress  proceeded  by  ballot  to  the  choice  of  a 
Brigadier-General  for  the  four  Battalions  of  Militia  to  rein- 
force the  Army  at  New-  York ;  when  Mr.  Scott  was  elected 
in  the  following  manner,  to  wit  : 

For  Mr.  Scott.  For  General  Woodhuil. 


8  New-York, 
4  Westchester, 
3  Tryon, 
2  Charlotte, 
6  Albany. 

23  votes. 


3  Orange, 

4  Suiiblk, 

6  Dutchess, 
4  Ulster. 

16  votes. 


Resolved,  That  the  non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Pri- 
vates of  the  Battalions  or  Detachments  of  the  Militia  raised 
in  the  Counties  of  Albany,  Tryon,  Charlotte,  Cumberland, 
and  Gloucester,  and  destined  to  reinforce  the  Army  in  Cana- 
da, be  allowed  a  bounty  of  four  dollars  each ;  and  that  in 
case  the  Continental  Congress  should  not  make  allowance 
for  the  same,  such  bounty  shall  be  at  the  charge  of  this 
Colony.     And  to  expedite  the  service,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Congress  do  advance 
and  pay  into  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Henry  Glenn,  John  Ten 
Broeck,  and  Jacob  Cuyler,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  to  be  applied  for  that  purpose. 

Die  LunsB,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  June  10,  1776, 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  fFoorfAw/^,  President. 
For  New-York. — Philip  Livingston,   Colonel  Broome, 

Captain  Denning,   Colonel  Stoutenburgh,   Mr.  Sands, 

Major  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Brasher. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Ten 

Broeck,  Mr.  Cuyler. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 

*  This  is  to  certify  that  the  Company  of  Minute-men  raised  in  Smith- 
town  and  the  eastern  parts  of  IIu?itington,  did,  on  the  7lh  o(  Jipril, 
1776,  choose  the  following  Officers,  according  to  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  for  regulating  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  under  the 
inspection  of  us,  the  subscribers,  two  Committee-men,  appointed  to  su- 
perintend said  election,  to  wit :  JVathaniel  Piatt,  Captain ;  Samuel 
Smith,  First  Lieutenant ;  Henry  Scndder,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Beiijamin 
Blatsley,  Ensign.  Jeffshx  Smith, 

PUHETUS  S.MITH. 
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For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.   Graham,   Colonel   G. 

Drake,  Major  Lockwood. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Journey. 
For  Suffolk. — General    tVoodhuU,   Mr.    Tredwell,   Mr. 

Strong. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  James  Ldvingston,  Doctor  De  La- 

vcrgne,  Mr.  Paxtl  Schenck. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  PoUiemus. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

Returns  of  the  Officers  of  the  Third  and  Sixth  Compa- 
nies of  the  Third  Regiment  of  Suffolk  County  Militia,  were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  accordingly. 

A  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at  Continen- 
tal Congress,  mentioning  that  the  question  of  Independence 
was  there  agitated,  and  requesting  Instructions  relative  there- 
to, was  read,  with  closed  doors,  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

"  Philadelphia,  June  8,  1776. 

"  Dear  Sir  :  Your  Delegates  here  expect  that  the 
(jup^tion  of  Independence  will  very  shortly  be  agitated  in 
Congress.  Some  of  us  consider  ourselves  as  bound  by  our 
instructions  not  to  vote  on  that  question,  and  all  wish  to 
have  your  sentiments  thereon.  The  matter  will  admit  of  no 
delay.  We  have,  therefore,  sent  an  express,  who  will  wait 
your  orders. 

"  We  are,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servants,  ,,  „r  r< 

'  "  William  tLOYi), 

"  Henry  Wisner, 
"  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
"Francis  Lewis. 
"To  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Honour- 
able the  Convention  of  JSew-  York." 


Doors  opened.  The  appeal  of  Thomas  Harriot  from  the 
decision  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  of  JNew- 
York,  that  the  said  Thomas  Harriot  should  be  held  up  as 
an  enemy  to  his  country  for  having  refused  Continental 
Bills  of  Credit  in  payment,  and  the  Proceedings  before  the 
said  Committee,  were  read.*  The  witnesses  were  ex- 
amined; the  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the 
11th  day  of  January  last,  on  that  subject,  was  also  read: 
and  the  said  Thomas  Harriot  heard  in  his  defence.  The 
same  being  considered. 

Resolved,  That  the  decision  or  determination  of  the  Ge- 
neral Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of  New-  York,  in 
the  case  of  JTiomas  Harriot,  be,  and  is  hereby,  confirmed. 

Brigadier-General  Gates  stated  to  Congress  that  the  Com- 
missioners who  came  down  Hudson  River,  informed  him 
that  Fort  Constitution  is  in  a  bad  state  of  defence ;  that  he 
has  reason  to  expect  the  enemy  will  make  a  push  up  the 
River ;  that  General  Washington  desires  that  a  Regiment 
of  Militia  be  sent  immediately  there ;  and  further,  that  the 
General  requests  to  know  what  steps  are  taken  about  the 
Militia  already  ordered. 

The  Petition  of  the  Vestrymen  of  the  City  of  New-  York, 

received  and  read  on  the instant,  being  committed  to  a 

Committee,  and  no  report  made  thereon,  the  same  being 
taken  into  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  £1500  be  by  this  Congress 
lent  to  the  Justices  and  Vestrymen  of  the  City  and  County 
of  New-  York,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  Poor  of 
the  said  City  and  County ;  the  said  City  and  County  to 
stand  charged  with  the  said  sum  as  lent  by  the  Colony,  to 
be  repaid  at  such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  this  or  some 
future  Congress  or  Legislature  of  this  Colony  shall  direct. 

And  Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Mr.  Abraham  Duryee 
and  Peter  T.  Curtenim,  or  either  of  them,  as  Church  War- 
dens and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  City  and  County  of 
New- York,  the  sum  of  £1500,  to  be  by  them  applied  in 
supporting  the  Poor  of  the  said  City  and  County,  in  the 

*  Committee-Chamber,  New-York,  June  10,  1776. 
Ordered,  That  Captain  Johnson  and  Mr.  Campbell  do  attend  the  Con- 
gress, in  order  to  vindicate  the  decision  of  the  General  Committee  in  the 
case  of  Captain  Thomas  Harriot,  relative  to  his  refusal  of  the  Continen- 
tal Bills  of  Credit  payment,  after  being  legally  tendered  him  by  Mr.  Jacob 
Le  Itotj,  Merchant  of  this  City. 

Robert  Habpub,  Deputt/- Chairman. 


same  manner  as  the  money  raised  by  the  Minister  and  Poor- 
Tax  for  that  purpose,  hath  heretofore  been  applied. 

Ordered,  also,  one  hundred  Pounds  for Qwcm's  County. 

Return  of  Militia  Officers,  chosen  in  several  Towns  in 
(Queen's  County,  were  received  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  the  same. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  Election  of  the  Offi- 
cers for  the  two  Regiments ;  when  the  following  gentlemen 
were  chosen,  to  wit : 

Westchester,  -  Samuel  Drake,  Colonel. 

Suffolk,  -     -  John  Hurlbert,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Orange,  -     -  Moses  Hetfield,  Major. 

Dutchess,      -  Cornelius  Humphreys,  Colonel. 

Ulster,     -     -  Johatines  Hardenburgh,  Lieut.  Col. 

Albany,  -     -  Henry  Van  Rensselaer,  Major. 

Monday,  5  o'clock,  P.  M.,  June  10, 1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Philip  Livingston,  Esq.,  Captain  Den 
ning.  Colonel  Broome,  Colonel  Remsen,  Mr.  Beekman, 
Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  Stoutenburgh,  General  Scott,  Major 
Vaji  Zandt,  Mr.  Jay — at  eight  o'clock. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck, 
Colonel  Rensselaer. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  Schenck.  Mr. 
De  Lavergne. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr,  Little. 

For  Queen's. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Journey. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 

For  Suffolk. — Gen. 'Woodhull,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Strong. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Major  Lock- 
wood,  Colonel  G.  Drake. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

The  Petition  of  William  T{llou,of  the  City  of  New- York, 
praying  leave  to  remove  with  his  family  to  Charlotte  Pre- 
cinct, in  Dutchess  County,*  was  read  and  considered. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  William  Tillou  be,  and  is  hereby,  permitted 
to  remove  from  the  said  City,  with  his  wife  and  family,  to 
Dutchess  County. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  Letter 
received  this  morning  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at 
Continental  Congress,  which  was  again  read. 

The  powers  of  this  Congress  in  the  Resolutions  for  their 
election  and  the  powers  of  the  Delegates  at  Continental 
Congress,  were  also  read.  And  after  some  time  spent  in  the 
consideration  of  said  Letter,  it  was  ordered  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Sundry  Resolutions  for  electing  Deputies  to  form  a  Go- 
vernment were  also  read  and  discussed,  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  postponed. 

New-York,  Tuesday  morning,  June  U,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Colonel  Broome,  Co- 
lonel Remsen,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Colonel  Stoutenburgh, 
Mr.  Philip  Livingston,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Jay. 

•  New-York,  June  8,  1776. 
JViUiam  Tillou,  of  this  City,  Joiner,  from  the  decay  of  trade,  is  under 
the  iitcessity  of  laying  his  case  before  the  honourr-ble  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, imploring  them,  upon  an  impartial  survey  of  his  situation,  to  afibrd 
him  the  aid  he  requires,  vfhich  is  to  grant  him  a  certificate  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Charlotte  Precinct,  liutchess  County,  that  he  may  be  permitted 
to  reside  in  that  Precinct,  (as  he  is  promised  a  good  deal  of  work  there,) 
and  endeavour  by  honesty  and  application  to  maintain  himself  and  small 
helpless  family.  The  aforesaid  IVilUam  Tillou  has  a  wife,  who  is  a 
lunatick,  by  which  she  is  rendered  utterly  incapable  of  serving  herself, 
much  more  of  muiding  her  two  small  children.  In  this  condition,  beside 
the  want  of  employ,  should  the  Ministerial  troops  invade  this  city,  this 
poor  family  must  undergo  all  the  miseries  of  war,  not  having  wherewith 
to  sustain  themselves,  nor  able  to  assist  one  another. 

William  Tillou. 
The  above  is  attested  aa  a  truth  by  the  subscribers, 

Peter  Hoger,      Peter  Tilloo. 
John  Wylley, 


1393 


NEW- YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  JUNE,  1776. 


1394 


For  Albany. — Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Cuykr,  Mr.  Ten  Broeck, 

Colonel  Rensselaer. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hashrouck.  Major  Parks. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.    James  Livingston,   Mr.   De  La- 

vergne,  Mr.  P.  Schenck. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Van  Houten. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell,  Mr.  Lawrence. 
For  Suffolk. — General    Woodhull,    Mr.    Tredwell,    Mr. 

Strong. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  Malcom,  Mr.  Webster. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Coven- 

hoven. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  G.  Drake,  Mr.  Haviland, 

Colonel  L.  Graham,  Mr.  Lockwood. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper, 

On  motion,  it  was  Ordered,  That  Major  Lockwood  have 
leave  of  absence. 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  Louden' s  application  and  the  par- 
ties be  dismissed  until  the  further  order  of  this  Congress. 

A  Letter  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Commissary-Gen- 
eral, was  received  and  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"  New- York,  June  II,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  to  apply  to  you,  informing  that  he  understands 
that  considerable  quantities  of  salted  pork  are  shipping  from 
this  City  and  Colony  to  different  foreign  ports  and  places, 
and  that  he  is  apprehensive  that  the  great  augmentation  of 
troops  to  be  made  here  and  in  Canada  will  require  all  the 
pork  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies  for  their  subsist- 
ence this  campaign  until  new  pork  comes  in  ;  and  therefore 
requests  your  interposition  to  put  a  stop  to  such  exportation 
in  such  manner  as  to  you  shall  appear  most  proper,  to  prevent 
the  want  of  provisions  for  subsisting  the  troops  employed  in 
the  necessary  defence  of  our  just  rights  and  liberties. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  ,, ,  rr 

'  ".Joseph   Irumbull, 

"Commissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions. 
"  To  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Congress  of  ^ew-York." 

On  consideration  whereof,  the  Congress  came  into  the 
following  determination  and  Resolution,  to  wit : 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress  that 
great  quantities  of  salted  Pork  and  Beef  have  been  purchased 
for  exportation,  which,  if  not  retained,  may  render  the  sup- 
plies of  the  Army  difficult  and  uncertain  : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  no  salted  Beef  or  Pork,  except 
as  much  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  crew,  be  ex- 
ported from  this  Colony  in  any  vessel  under  any  pretence 
whatsoever  for  the  space  of  fourteen  days,  by  which  time  the 
Continental  Congress  will  have  an  opportunity  of  making 
some  general  regulations  respecting  the  same. 

A  draft  of  an  Answer  to  the  Letter  of  Joseph  Trumbull, 
Esq.,  Commissary-General,  received  this  day,  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  June  11,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  has  been  received  and  communicated 
to  the  Congress  of  the  Colony.  Be  pleased  to  inform  his 
Excellency  General  Washington  that  this  Congress  has,  by 
a  resolution,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  restrained  the 
exportation  of  beef  and  pork  for  fourteen  days.  They  are 
of  opinion  that  application  should  immediately  be  made  to 
the  Continental  Congress,  in  order  that  a  general  regulation 
may  take  place ;  for  although  this  Congress  will  always  be 
ready  to  pursue  such  measures  as  may  advance  the  common 
cause,  yet  the  justice  due  to  their  constituents  forbids  them 
subjecting  their  Colony  to  partial  restraints. 

I  am,  air,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
By  order. 

To  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Pro- 
visions. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at 
Continental  Congress,  enclosing  copies  of  Colonel  Trum- 
bull's Letter  and  answer  thereto,  and  the  Resolution  for 
restraining  the  exportation  of  Beef  and  Pork  for  fourteen 
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days,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  June  11,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Congress  of  this  Co- 
lony to  transmit  the  enclosed  pa|)ers  to  you,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  communicated  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
By  order. 

To  the  New-  York  Delegates  at  Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  Petition  of  'Thomas  Wooley,  confined   in  Queen' 
County  Jail,  was  read.     He  therein  makes  submission  for 
his  past  offences,  and  prays  to  be  discharged.* 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Queen's  County,  who  are  authorized  to  hear  and 
determine  thereon  ;  and  if  the  said  Thomas  Wooley  shall 
make  such  concessions  and  engagements,  or,  if  they  should 
require  it,  give  such  security  as  they  may  think  necessary, 
that  they  may  direct  him  to  be  discharged. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Queen's  County, 
covering  the  Petition  of  Thomas  Wooley,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  A.  M.,  June  11,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Enclosed  you  have  a  petition  from  Thomas 
Wooley  to  this  Congress,  which  we  have  chosen  to  refer  to 
you  to  judge  of;  and  if  you  should  think  it  contains  a  rea- 
sonable concession  for  his  offences,  you  will  then  give  orders 
for  his  discharge,  only  taking  security  for  his  future  good  be- 
haviour if  you  should  think  that  necessary. 

We  are,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servants. 
To  the  Committee  of  Queen's  County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Ritzema,  informing  the  Congress 
that  there  are  about  thirty  Muskets,  purchased  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Jamaica,  and  requesting  an  order  for  them,f  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Riker  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  receive  from  the  Committee  of  Jamaica  the  said 
Muskets,  and  have  them  repaired,  where  necessary,  for  the 
use  of  the  Troops  raised  in  this  Colony ;  that  Captain  Riker 
take  care  that  the  said  Committee  send  a  particular  account 
of  the  price  of  those  Arms  to  Colonel  Curtenius,  at  New- 
York ;  and  that  the  said  Arms  pass  through  the  hands  of 
Colonel  Curtenius  in  such  manner  that  he  n)ay  be  enabled 

*  To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress,  or,  in  their  recess,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  for  the  Colony  o/ New-York. 
The  Petition  o/Thomas  Wooley,  (/Cow-Neck,  in  the  Totonship  o/Hemp- 
sTEAD,  humbly  shoxceth : 

That  although  your  Petitioner,  rather  from  inadvertency  than  any 
design  to  otfend,  may  have  rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  this  honour- 
able body,  and  drawn  on  himself  as  well  their  resentment  as  that  misery 
and  distress  from  which  only  the  innocent  can  claim  an  exemption,  (be- 
ing conlined  in  close  jail  by  an  order  from  this  honourable  board,)  yet  he 
humbly  conceives  that  the  punishment  he  has  already  suffered  is  fully 
adequate  to  his  crime ;  that  however  unworthy  a  member  of  society  your 
Petitioner  may  have  been  represented  or  conceived  to  be,  he  has  yet  the 
full  confidence  to  assure  this  honourable  Board  that  there  yet  remains  in 
him  that  virtue  that  can  distinguish  him  as  a  friend  to  his  native  country, 
(a  greater  love  for  which  no  man  can  have,)  especially  when  every 
tender  tie  and  alTection  that  can  endear  him  to  his  family  and  connexions 
inspires  his  breast  with  the  warmest  wishes  for  their  happiness  and  wel- 
fare ;  that  should  the  most  cordial  declaration  of  your  Petitioner  fail  to 
excite  commisseration  for  his  present  unhappy  circumstances,  he  has 
only  that  consolation  left  which  innocence  always  affords  the  distressed, 
that  your  Petitioner  never  meant  to  counteract  nor  in  the  least  oppose  the 
authority  of  this  or  any  other  the  honourable  Congress,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, cautiously,  as  he  thought,  avoided  every  infringement ;  and  there- 
fore prays  that  he  may  be  released  from  his  present  imprisonment. 

And  your  Petitioner  shall  ever  pray,  &c.  Thomas  Woolbi. 

Jamaica  Jail,  ^un*  9,  1776. 

t  Sir  :  Captain  Hiker  informs  me  that  Mr.  Joseph  Robinson  acquainted 
him  last  Suiida;/  that  he  could  furnish  him  with  about  thirty  muskets,  so 
an  order  was  obtained  from  Congress  to  the  Committee  of  Jamaica  to 
deliver  them  to  the  Captain.  The  wretched  situation  of  my  regiment 
for  the  want  of  arms  has  rendered  it  necessary  for  me  to  embrace  every 
opportunity  to  procure  them.  I  shall  be  glad,  therefore,  of  an  order  to 
the  Committee  oi  Jamaica  to  deliver  their  arms  to  Captain  Hiker,  and 
that  he  be  directed  to  have  them  repaired  and  put  in  order  at  Mvilo-wn. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant,  Rudolphcs  Ritzema. 

Tuesday  morning. 
To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of  JVew- 

York. 
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to  pay  for  them,  and  take  proper  receipts  for  them,  so  that 
tlie  Officer  or  Officei-s  lo  wliose  Coiripany  they  may  be  fur- 
nished, may  be  accountable  for  them,  and  that  they  may  be 
accounted  for,  and  paid  for  to  tiie  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  direct  such  Arms  as 
are  fit  for  the  use  of  Soldiers  which  the  General  Committee 
of  the  City  and  County  of  New-  York  have  taken  from  dis- 
affected persons,  and  sent  to  him  after  they  are  appraised 
and  repaired  where  necessary,  be  put  into  the  Colony  Store, 
in  the  same  manner  as  other  Arms. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Denning,  and  Mr.  Ten 
Broeck,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  and  report  the  state 
of  the  Magazines  in  this  Colony,  and  what  quantity  of  Pow- 
der is  due  from  the  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Wool  examine  the  situation  of 
Isaac  Youngs,  a  prisoner,  and  cause  the  irons  to  be  taken 
off  him  if  he  thinks  it  necessary.* 

Tuesday,  P.  M.,  June  11,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU,  President. 

And  the  same  Members  as  in  the  morning,  excepting 
Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Lockwood,  Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Co- 
venhoven,  Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 

Mrs.  Beits  and  a  woman  from  Stone  Street  were  intro- 
duced to  Congress.  They  said  they  came  to  be  examined 
respecting  the  charge  of  their  having  kept  up  a  correspond- 
ence with  the  Asia  ship-of-war,  &ic. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Glenn  and  Mr.  Schenck  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  them,  and  report  to  this  Congress. 

Several  Resolutions  on  the  subject  of  Independence, 
moved  by  Mr.  Jay,  and  seconded  by  Colonel  Remsen,  were 
read  ;  and  being  again  read  by  paragraphs,  were  amended 
and  agreed  to,  and  are  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  good  people  of  this  Co- 
lony have  not,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  authorized 
this  Congress,  or  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  in  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  to  declare  this  Colony  to  be  and  continue 
independent  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

But  whereas  the  perseverance  of  the  British  King  and 
Parliament,  in  an  unjustifiable  attempt  to  subjugate  and  en- 
slave these  United  Colonies,  may  render  a  determination  on 
that  and  many  other  important  points  highly  necessary  and 
expedient,  and  a  recurrence  to  the  people  at  large  for  their 
sentiments  on  every  great  question  that  may  occur  in  the 
course  of  the  present  contest  would  be  very  inconvenient  to 
them,  and  probably  be  attended  with  dangerous  delays : 

Resolved,  unanimously,  therefore,  That  it  be,  and  is  here- 
by, earnestly  recommended  to  all  the  Freeholders  and  other 
Electors  in  this  Colony,  at  the  ensuing  election,  to  be  held  in 
pursuance  of  a  Resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  31st  day 
of  May  last  past,  not  only  to  vest  their  Representatives  or 
Deputies  with  the  powers  therein  mentioned,  but  also  with 
full  power  to  deliberate  and  determine  on  every  question 
whatsoever  that  may  concern  or  affect  the  interest  of  this 
Colony,  and  to  conclude  upon,  ordain,  and  execute  every 
act  and  measure  which  to  them  shall  appear  conducive  to 
the  happiness,  security,  and  welfare  of  this  Colony,  and  that 
they  hold  and  exercise  the  said  powers  until  the  second 
Tuesday  of  May  next,  or  until  a  regular  form  of  Govern- 
ment for  this  Colony  shall  be  established,  in  case  that  event 
shall  sooner  take  place ;  and  it  is  further  recommended  to 

"To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Gorernrntnl  of  New-York  : 
I,  your  humble  Petitioner,  Isaac  Youngs,  beg  leave  once  more  to  ad- 
dress myself  to  you  in  the  most  dutiful  manner,  and  beg  to  be  relieved 
from  these  bands  of  irons,  which  are  sore  and  desperate,  which  I  dare 
say  any  man  that  ever  was  exercised  therewith  will  assert  the  same. 
Gentlemen,  I  can  assert  to  you  that  I  have  passed  these  many  days  with 
very  sore  legs,  and  in  continual  pain  in  one  of  my  knees,  which  has  been 
hurt  by  a  fall  of  a  horse.  Gentlemen,  I  beg  that  I  may  not  be  forgotten, 
and  long  to  have  our  cases  taken  into  consideration,  that  I  may  ha^e 
liberty  to  satisfy  the  House  that  I  have  suffered  wrongfully ;  and  I  think 
the  time  long  that  I  am  confined  for  nothing,  for  I  denied  the  charge 
laid  against  me,  by  reason  I  thought  it  was  a  sin,  which  I  did  assert 
to  you  in  my  examination.  And  if  anything  more  than  this  is  alleged 
against  me  by  anybody,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  it,  for  it  is  groundless 
and  absolutely  false,  which  I  don't  doubt  I  can  make  appear  to  you  if  I 
could  have  a  hearing.  Gentlemen  of  the  honourable  Congress,  I  think  it 
a  hard  case  to  be  taken  away  from  my  family,  in  their  distressed  situation, 
and  to  be  confined  in  irons,  when  I  never  have  committed  any  crime. 
Gentlemen,  lean  do  no  more  than  beg  for  tenderness,  mercy,  and  hu- 
manity. UkkC  YOCSGS. 
June  10, 1776. 


the  said  Freeholders  and  Electors  by  instructions  or  other- 
wise to  inform  their  said  Deputies  of  their  sentiments  relative 
to  the  great  question  of  Independency,  and  such  other  points 
as  they  may  think  proper. 

On  motion.  Agreed,  That  the  publishing  of  the  aforegoing 
Resolves  be  postponed  until  after  the  election  of  Deputies 
with  powers  to  establish  a  new  form  of  Government. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay  and  Colonel  Remsen  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  draft  an  answer  to  the  Letter  of  our  Delegates  at 
Continental  Congress,  received  the  10th  instant,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Independency. 

The  Petition  of  John  Hilton,  showing  that  he  had  laden 
his  vessel  with  Beef  and  Pork,  and  was  ready  to  sail  in  a 
few  hours,  when  he  was  this  day  informed  of  the  Resolve 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  Beef  and  Pork,  he. ;  and 
praying  pemiission  to  complete  his  cargo  and  depart,*  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Van  Zandt  cause  the  Inspector  of 
exportation  to  collect  an  account  of  all  the  Vessels  now  in 
this  Port  laden  with  Beef  and  Pork,  and  the  quantity  in 
each,  and  report  the  same  to  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Remsen  and  Colonel  Malcom  be 
a  Committee  to  draw  and  report  a  plan  for  drafting,  in  case 
of  a  deficiency  of  Volunteers,  to  make  up  the  quota  of  Mi- 
litia of  this  City  and  County  in  the  service. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Broome,  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer, 
and  Mr.  Tredwell,  be  a  Committee  to  report  how  the  people 
called  (Quakers  shall  be  considered  and  treated,  in  the  raising, 
furnishing  and  drafting  the  Militia  ordered  to  be  imbodied  for 
service  in  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lawrence  and  Mr.  Sands  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  how  the  Second  Battalion  shall 
be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  calling  out  of  the  MiUtia  of  the  City 
and  County  of  New-  York,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  or 
drafting  their  quota  of  Militia  for  actual  service,  be  deferred 
until  Friday  next ;  and  that  the  respective  Colonels  of  the 
respective  Regiments  of  New-York  cause  their  Regiments 
to  be  paraded  on  that  day  for  that  purpose. 

Wednesday  morning,  June  12,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU,  President. 

For  New- York. — Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  J.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  P. 
Van  2Mndt,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  Brasher,  General 
Scott. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Tredwell,  General  Wood- 
hull. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  G.  Drake,  Colonel  L.  Gra- 
ham, Mr.  Haviland. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr. 
P.  Schenck. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Van  Houten. 

For  Queen's. — Captain  Lawrence,  Mr.  BlackweU. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Journey. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

*  To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony  o/New- 

YoRK,  in  the  City  of  New- York,  no^ll  convened. 
The  Memorial  o/' John  Hvltoj.',  Master  of  the  Ship  called  the  Betsi 

and  PoLLT,  now  lying  in  the  Harbour  of  said  City,  humbly  showeth: 

That  your  Memorialist,  on  the  3 1  st  day  of  May  last,  obtained  from  Mr. 
Robert  Ray  (who  ofliciates  as  an  officer  for  I  hat  purpose)  a  permit  to 
take  on  board  the  said  ship  a  lading  of  beef,  pork,  fiour,  &c.,  and  also 
four  hundred  and  fifty  shakers  hogsheads ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  said  per- 
mission, the  said  ship  is  now  completely  freighted  therewith,  except  about 
two  hundred  barrels  of  bread  and  dour  to  be  taken  on  board. 

That  the  greatest  part  of  the  said  beef  and  pork  has  been  purchased  at 
a  very  exorbitant  price,  and  now  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the  said  ship,  and 
in  a  lew  hours  the  said  ship  would  have  been  ready  to  depart  this  Pro- 
vince had  not  your  Memorialist  been  informed  that  a  resolve  of  this 
honourable  House,  so  late  as  this  very  day,  prohibited  the  same,  to  the 
very  great  injury,  loss,  and  disappointment  of  your  Memorialist  and  his 
owners,  who  fairly  and  openly  shipped  the  said  provisions,  with  permis- 
sion of  an  officer  acting  under  the  immediate  authority  of  this  honour- 
able House. 

Your  Memorialist,  therefore,  in  tender  consideration  of  the  premises, 
humbly  prays  he  may  be  permitted  to  complete  his  cargo,  and  depart  this 
Port,  and  such  further  relief  as  shall  seem  just  and  reasonable. 

And  your  Memorialist  shall  ever  pray.  John  Hilton. 

New-York,  June  11,  1776. 
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Mr.  Merder  attending  with  a  Manifest  of  the  Cargoes  of 
several  Vessels  now  lading  in  this  Port,* 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  John  Hilton's  Petition 
be  postponed  until  the  expiration  of  the  prohibition  contained 
in  the  Resolution  of  yesterday  for  preventing  the  exportation 
of  Beef  and  Pork,  or  until  the  determination  of  the  Conti- 
nental Cgngress,  if  they  should  make  a  prior  determination 
thereon. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Junior,  enclosing  an 
extract  of  a  Letter  of  Colonel  Frederick  Betttnger,  was  read, 
requesting  Powder  for  the  frontiers. 

Ordered,  That  twelve  hundred  pounds  of  Gunpowder  be 
immediately  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Albany,  for  the  use  of 
the  frontier  inhabitants  of  Albany  and  Tryon  Counties  who 
are  most  exposed  ;  and  that  Mr.  R.  Norwood,  Commissary 
of  Colony  Stores,  deliver  the  said  twelve  hundred  pounds 
weight  of  Gunpowder,  in  good  order,  to  Jacob  Cuyler,  Esq., 
for  the  use  aforesaid,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Colonel  Graham,  and 
Mr.  Sands,  be  a  Committee  to  sell  the  Flour,  Bread,  and 
Peas,  purchased  by  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Hackett,  and  Mr. 
Sands,  be  a  Committee  to  agree  with  John  McDonald,  the 
Miner. 

Resolved,  That  the  calling  out  of  the  Militia  of  the  City 
and  County  of  New-  York,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  or  draft- 
ing their  quotas  of  Militia  for  actual  service,  be  deferred 
until  Tuesday  next,  and  that  the  respective  Colonels  of  the 
Militia  of  the  City  and  County  oi  New-York,  and  of  the 
Counties  o(  King's  and  Richmond,  cause  their  Regiments 
to  be  paraded  on  that  day  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  give  to  the  General 
and  Staff  Officers  a  Dinner  at  the  publick  expense. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  President  wait  on  his  Excellen- 
cy General  Washington,  to  know  what  day  will  be  most  con- 
venient to  him. 

Wednesday  afternoon,  June  13,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  /.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  P. 
Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Randall. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Rens- 
selaer. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  JVed- 
well. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Van  Houten. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Colonel  Gilbert 
Drake,  Mr.  Haviland. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Mr.  Parks. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell,  Captain  Lawrence. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

Ordered,  That  Daniel  Goldsm.ith,  the  Jailer,  apply  to 
Mr.  Roorback,  the  Barrackmaster,  for  two  Benches  and  a 
Table  for  the  use  of  the  Mariners  who  are  prisoners  of  war, 
and  that  Mr.  Roorback  supply  him  with  those  articles. 

Generals  Putnam  and  Mifflin  having  complained  to  this 
Congress  of  the  riotous  and  disorderly  conduct  of  numbers 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  City,  which  had  led  this  day  to 

•  Manifest  of  the  cargo  of  Sloop  Resolutio/i,  John  Hathaioay  Master, 
for  Providence,  y\z:  40  bbls.  Oil;  10  bbls.  of  Beef;  57  bbls.  Flour; 
3  bbls.  pickled  Codfish ;  9  kegs  butter  Biscuit ;  39  bush.  Wheat ;  85  lbs. 
Butter. 

City  o/ New- York  : 

John  Hathn-ioay,  Master  of  Sloop  Heaolution,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poseth  and  saith,  that  the  above  manifest  is  a  just  and  true  account  of  all 
the  cargo  he  hath  or  will  take  on  board  said  vessel  from  this  city  in  this 
his  intended  voyage  to  Providence.     And  further  saith  not. 

JouN  Hatha  WAT. 
Sworn  this  1 1th  June,  1776,  before  me : 

Andhkw  Gautilh,  Justice. 

Manifest  of  cargo  on  board  Ship  Jietsy  and  Polly,  viz :  179  bbls.  Beef; 
219  bbls.  Pork;  200  Shakes;  136  tierces,  49  bbls., and  12  hhds.  Bread; 
19  bbls.  and  tierces  Hams ;  405  bbls.  Flour ;  120  kegs  of  Bread ;  28  boxes 
Bperm  Candles  ;  150  Boards.  John  Utltok. 

The  above  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  June,  1776  : 

Fbakcis  FiLKiN,  Mderman. 


acts  of  violence  towards  some  disaffected  persons :  It  was, 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  by  no  means  approve  of  the 
riots  that  have  happened  this  day.  They  flatter  themselves, 
however,  that  they  have  proceeded  from  a  real  regard  to 
liberty,  and  a  detestation  of  those  persons  who,  by  their  lanr 
guage  and  conduct,  have  discovered  themselves  to  be  inimi- 
cal to  the  cause  o{  America.  To  urge  the  warm  friends  of 
liberty  to  decency  and  good  order,  this  Congress  assures 
the  publick  that  effectual  measures  shall  be  taken  to  secure 
the  enemies  o{  American  liberty  in  tiiis  Colony;  and  do  re- 
quire the  good  people  of  this  City  and  Colony  to  desist  from 
all  riots,  and  leave  the  offenders  against  so  good  a  cause  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  constitutional  Representatives  of  the 
Colony. 

Mr.  Gansevoort  and  Colonel  Rensselaer  took  the  general 
oath  of  secrecy. 

The  President  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  his  Excel- 
lency General  Washington,  and  that  Friday  next  was  fixed 
on  as  the  most  convenient  day  for  his  Excellency  to  accept 
the  invitation  of  the  complimentary  Dinner  resolved  to  be 
given  him  and  his  Officers  by  this  Congress. 

Thursday  morning,  June  13,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New- York.— Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  P.  Van 

Zandt,  Mr.  Denning,  Mr.  Brasher,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr. 

Bancker. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gan- 
sevoort. 
For  Suffolk. — Gen.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Tredwett. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Van  Houten,  Mr.  Little. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Drake,  Colonel   Graham, . 

Mr.  Haviland,  Mr.  Tompkins. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  P.  SchcTick,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  De 

Lavergne. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell,  Captain  Lawrence. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Journey. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  Malcom,  Mr.  Webster. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

A  Certificate,  dated  31st  May,  1776,  signed  by  David 
Jagger  and  John  Barclay,  two  of  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee q(  Hanover  Precinct,  Ulster  County,  appointed  to  in- 
spect the  election  of  the  Officers  of  a  Company  of  Militia 
taken  from  the  Company  commanded  by  Captain 

,  (which  Company  was  divided  by  said  Committee 
into  two  Companies;)  which  Certificate  returned  and  certi- 
fied that  James  McBride  was  duly  elected  Captain,  James 
McClaughry  First  Lieutenant,  Abraham Neely  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Andrew  Neely  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  accordingly. 

A  Letter  from  Governour  Trumhull,  explaining  the  rea- 
sons why  he  had  not  sooner  answered  the  Letter  of  this 
Congress  of  last  winter  relative  to  the  people  of  Connecticut 
carrying  away  James  Rivington's  Types,  was  received  and 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Hartford,  June  10,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  December  ultimo, 
and  paid  a  particular  regard  to  the  contents  ;  but  the  subject- 
matter  being  of  publick  concern,  by  the  usage  and  custom 
of  this  Colony  I  was  not  warranted  to  give  an  answer  before 
the  same  was  laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  which  was 
soon  after  to  convene.  When  the  Assembly  met  I  early 
laid  your  two  letters  before  them.  They  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  the  subject-matter  of  your 
lettere,  who  never  made  report  until  near  the  close  of  the 
Assembly,  and  in  the  hurry  and  multiplicity  of  important 
business  then  crowding,  their  report  was  passed  over  with- 
out the  Assembly  making  any  resolve  thereon.  On  my 
return  home  I  found  the  unhappy  omission  ;  but  as  the  As- 
sembly had  the  matter  under  consideration,  I  could  not, 
with  propriety,  make  any  answer  thereto  ;  therefore,  of  ne- 
cessity, it  was  delayed  till  the  sitting  of  this  Assembly;  and 
can,  gendemen,  give  you  the  strongest  assurance  that  the 
delay  in  answering  those  letters  was  not  from  any  disregard 
to  your  respectable  body,  nor  for  want  of  inclination  to  cul- 
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tivate  the  utmost  harmony  between  tliis  and  the  Province 
you  represent ;  and  you  may  be  assured  nothing  shall  be 
waniinu'  on  our  part  to  restore  and  effect  the  same. 

''  Your  candour  in  itnputinu;  the  intrusion  of  a  number  of 
our  people  into  your  capital  (in  the  manner  they  did)  to  an 
imprudent,  though  well-intended,  zeal  for  the  publick  cause, 
gives  me  real  pleasure,  and  can  give  you  the  strongest  assu- 
rance that  this  Colony  by  no  means  approve  their  conduct ; 
yet  a  severe  censure  at  this  time  upon  tliem,  in  this  unhappy 
and  enervated  state  of  Government,  might  be  attended  with 
such  inconveniences  as  you  will  readily  apprehend,  and 
would  be  needless  for  me  to  point  out,  and  which,  I  dare 
say,  will  suggest  to  you  at  once  a  satisfactory  excuse  for  our 
not  taking  such  measures  as  might  have  been  expected  in 
times  of  peace  and  quiet,  though,  in  such  happy  seasons, 
the  proper  resort  for  the  private  injury  must  have  been  to 
the  courts  of  law,  which  are  the  only  jurisdiction  who  can 
legally  take  notice  of  violences  of  this  kind.  As  to  the  pub- 
lick  insult,  you  candidly  extenuate  by  saying  that  it  was 
noonday,  not  in  the  darkness  of  night,  which  would  be  ac- 
companied with  terror,  though  we  by  no  means  approve  or 
justify  the  people  of  this  Colony  taking  any  part  therein ; 
but  the  same  candour  you  have  expressed  in  your  letter,  1 
presume,  will  induce  you  to  view  the  matter,  so  far  as  it  re- 
spects this  Colony,  or  any  of  our  people  being  concerned 
therein,  in  a  still  more  favourable  light,  when  you  reflect 
that  the  head  or  leader  of  the  whole  transaction  was  a  re- 
spectable member  of  your  City  and  Congress,  whom  we  con- 
sider as  the  proper  person  to  whom  the  whole  transaction  is 
imputable,  and  who  belongs  and  is  amenable  to  your  juris- 
diction alone,  and  therefore  the  affair  cannot  be  considered 
as  an  intrusion  of  our  people  into  your  Province,  but  as  a 
violence  or  disorder  happening  among  yourselves,  and  not 
an  intrusion  from  another  Colony;  and  you  have  the  power 
to  compel  the  gentleman  we  point  out  to  return  and  restore 
that  property  which  was  taken  away  by  such  methods  as 
you  think  most  proper.  Care  was  taken  that  the  person  of 
Mr.  Seabury,  who  was  brought  into  this  Colony,  was  re- 
leased and  set  at  liberty. 

"  Your  desire  signified  to  us  to  prevent  any  of  the  people 
of  this  Colony  from  entering  into  yours  for  the  like  pur- 
poses, unless  invited  by  your  Provincial  Congress  or  Com- 
mittees, we  esteem  very  reasonable,  and  you  may  rely  upon 
it  we  do  and  shall  discountenance  and  endeavour  to  prevent 
any  such  like  incursions. 

"  The  approbation  you  express,  in  your  other  letter  of  the 
same  date,  of  our  people  on  request  aflfording  you  their  as- 
sistance in  Westchester  County,  and  which  came  to  hand  at 
the  same  time,  gives  us  much  pleasure,  and  shall  be  ready 
at  all  times  to  afford  every  friendly  aid. 

"  We  hope  what  is  said  on  the  subject  of  your  letter  will 
prove  satisfactory,  both  as  to  the  matter  and  the  occasion  of 
delay  in  not  sooner  giving  you  an  answer ;  and  we  hope 
every  jealousy  may  be  removed,  and  that  the  most  friendly 
harmony  and  intercourse  may  be  renewed  and  kept  up  be- 
tween this  Assembly  and  your  Provincial  Congress,  and 
with  whom  we  sincerely  wish  to  hold  the  most  free  and 
amicable  correspondence,  especially  at  this  time  of  common 
danger  and  oppression ;  and  am,  with  esteem  and  regard, 
sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"Jonathan  Thumbitll. 
"  To  the  Honourable  Nathaniel  Woodhull." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sands  and  Captain  Denning  be  a 
Committee  to  wait  on  General  Washington,  and  ascertain 
whether  he  will  have  further  occasion  for  the  attendance  of 
five  Commissioners  now  at  the  posts  in  the  Highlands  ;  and 
also,  whether  the  Company  of  Minute-men,  from  Orange 
County  Militia,  now  at  those  Fortifications,  may  not  be  dis- 
charged. 

And  whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Congress  that  the 
men  of  Colonel  Ritzema's  Regiment  cannot  procure  their 
pay,  and  that  they  are  mutinous  for  want  of  it : 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  Captain  Denning  and  Mr. 
Sands  be  a  Committee  to  call  on  Colonel  Ritzema  to  know 
why  his  men  are  not  paid. 

Four  Fishermen  were,  by  request,  admitted.  They  sta- 
ted that  they  have  permission  from  the  people  of  Islin,  in 
Suffolk  County,  to  fish  in  their  Bay;  but  that  the  people  of 
Huntington  hinder  them  from  bringing  their  fish  down  the 
Bay,  or  crossing  towards  New-  York.    The  President,  there- 


fore, advised  the  said  Fishermen  to  procure  certificates  from 
(Queen's  County  Committee,  which  would  protect  them  from 
any  further  interruption. 

A  Petition  of  Mangle  Minthome,  who  was  advertised, 
praying  to  be  restored,  *  was  read : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Alderman 
Brasher  and  Mr.  Peter  P.  Van  Zandt. 

On  request  of  Colonel  McDougall, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Israel  Evans  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
appointed  Chaplain  to  Colonel  McDougaWs  and  Colonel 
Ritzema's  Regiments. 

Resolved,  That  if  Mr.  William  Tapp  shall  inlist  twenty 
men  in  twenty  days  for  Captain  Van  Wyck's  Company,  he 
shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  appointment 
of  Second  Lieutenant. 

Colonel  McDougall  produced  to  Congress  an  Older  of 
the  General,  that  Recruiting  Officers  should  have  1^  Dol- 
lar for  recruiting  fees,  and  requested  to  know  whether  this 
Congress  will  grant  a  like  allowance  to  the  Officers  of  his 
Regiment,  and  direct  the  Auditor  accordingly. 

Colonel  McDougall  also  made  a  Report  of  the  First  Re- 
giment of  Troops  raised  in  this  Colony  for  the  Continental 
service  under  his  command  ;  which  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Hobart  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  appointed  two  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
appointed  by  this  Congress  to  execute  certain  Resolutions 
of  this  Congress  of  the  5th  instant,  relative  to  persons  dan- 
gerous and  disaffected  to  the  American  cause,  and  to  persons 
of  equivocal  character ;  and  that  Colonel  Remsen,  whose 
necessary  attention  to  the  affiiirs  of  his  Battalion  engrosses 
the  greater  part  of  his  time,  be  discharged  from  the  said 
Committee. 

And  it  is  further  Ordered,  That  all  the  Members  of  the 
said  Committee  do  attend  this  Congress  to-morrow  morning, 
and  take  the  oaths  in  and  by  the  said  Resolution  pre- 
scribed. 

A  sub-Committee  from  the  Committee  of  the  City  and 
County  of  New-  York,  attending,  requesting  permission  to 
inspect  the  Minutes  of  Congress :  f 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson  furnish  the  said  sub-Com- 
mittee with  an  abstract  of  the  information  they  require. 

A  Letter  from  his  Excellency  General  Washington  was 
received  and  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Head-Quarters,  June  13,  1776. 

"  Sir:  I  am  informed  that  a  number  of  persons  on  Long- 
Island  (by  character  not  the  most  friendly  to  the  cause  of  the 
United  Colonies)  have  in  their  hands  considerable  quantities 
of  pork  and  other  provisions,  which  they  refuse  to  part  with 
for  Continental  bills.  They  may  have  other  reasons  for  their 
conduct  still  more  detrimental ;  and  therefore  I  must  beg  the 
interposition  of  your  Congress  in  this  matter,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  evils  which  are  much  to  be  apprehended. 

•  To  the  Provincial  Congress  in  the  Province  of  New- York. 

The  ^Memorial  of  Masole  Minthohse  humbly  shoioeth: 
That  some  short  time  before  the  publication  of  a  Resolve  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  regulating,  among  other  articles,  the  price  of  Jiohea 
tea,  and  fixing  the  same  at  .six  shillings  the  pound,  he  purchased  a  quan- 
tity of  Bohea  tea  of  Captain  Deal;  that  the  said  tea  cost  him  more  than 
the  price  affixed  as  aforesaid  by  the  Continental  Congress;  that  said 
Minthome  has  sold  the  said  tea  at  a  higher  price  (since  the  publication 
of  the  resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress,  which  took  away  the  power 
from  the  several  respective  Committees  of  regulating  any  articles  except 
green  tea)  than  was  stipulated  by  said  Congress;  that  in  so  doing  he 
looked  upon  himself  as  only  acting  similarly  to  others,  and  not  the  least 
degree  inimical  to  his  country  ;  that  he  professes  the  highest  respect  for 
the  Continental  Congress ;  and  as  he  has,  by  the  Committee  of  this  City, 
been  advertised  in  the  publick  Gazette  as  an  enemy  to  this  country  for 
selling  said  tea  as  aforesaid,  (a  stigma  which  he  would  ever  wish  to 
avoid,)  he  hereby  declares  that  he  is  sorry  for  the  same ;  that  he  did  it 
ignorantly  ;  and  that  he  humbly  hopes  this  Congress  will,  by  reinstating 
him  in  the  good  opinion  of  his  fellow-citizens,  put  it  once  more  in  his 
power  to  convince  them  how  much  he  is  a  friend  to  the  liberties  and  pri- 
vileges of  America.  Makgle  Minthobve. 

flN  Committee-Chamber,  New- York,  Jane  13,  1776. 

The  General  Committee  for  this  City  and  County  request  the  favour 
of  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  to  permit  them  a  sight  of  their 
Minute-Book  or  Journal  since  the  second  Tuesday  in  May  last,  which 
shall  be  safely  returned  in  a  few  minutes.  The  Congress,  if  necessary, 
will  be  pleased  to  send  the  same  by  a  messenger  from  their  own  body, 
who  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  Committee  from  seeing  such 
Minutes  as  the  Congress  may  think  proper  to  conceal. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Robert  Harpdr,  Deputy  Chairman. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  JVevi-York. 
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"The  Commissary-General  will  purchase  all  their  provi- 
sions at  good  prices  and  give  them  Continental  bills  in  pay. 
Gold  and  silver  he  has  none.  The  provisions  are  wanted 
for  the  Army;  and  those  who  are  well-wishers  to  the  cause, 
and  live  in  exposed  situations,  will,  undoubtedly,  be  glad  to 
dispose  of  them.  The  disadvantages  which  may  result  to 
the  publick  by  leaving  them  in  the  hands  of  men  of  a  differ- 
ent complexion,  are  too  obvious  to  need  animadversion. 

"  I  have  had  your  report  respecting  the  obstruction  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Hudson  River  under  consideration,  and  am 
pursuing  tneasures  to  carry  it  into  execution  with  all  possi- 
ble despatch. 

"With  great  respect,  I  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  George  Washington. 

"  To  the  Hon.  the  President  of  the  New-  York  Congress." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hallett  and  Mr.  Brasher  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  wait  on  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  the  Commissary- 
General,  and  ascertain  in  whose  possession  the  Pork  is ;  and 
also  inquire  what  has  become  of  the  Pork  purchased  in  Con- 
necticut. 

Captain  Denning  and  Mr.  Sands,  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  call  on  General  Washington,  returned,  and  reported 
that  the  General  has,  or  will  have,  an  Engineer  at  the  Fortifi- 
cations in  the  Highlands ;  and  says  he  will  not  have  occasion 
for  the  further  service  of  the  Commissioners  there,  as  he  will 
take  the  sole  direction  of  those  Fortifications  ;  that  such  Min- 
ute-men as  are  employed  at  those  Fortifications  (only  as 
Minute-men)  may  be  discharged,  but  that  none  who  are  in- 
listed  as  Continental  Troops  in  Captain  fVisner's  Company 
be  discharged : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Commissioners  employed  to 
superintend  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  discharged  from  that  service,  as  being  employed 
by  or  under  direction  from  this  Congress  ;  and  that  all  such 
Minute-men  as  are  employed  at  the  Fortifications,  only  as 
Minute-men,  be  immediately  discharged  ;  but  that  any  men 
who  are  inlisted  as  Continental  Troops  in  Captain  Wisner's 
Company,  be  not  discharged. 

Thursday  afternoon,  June  13,  1776. 

Present:  General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New- York. — General  Scott,   Mr.  Hallett,   Colonel 

Brasher,  Colonel  Remsen,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr. 

Randall,  Captain  Denning. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Haviland,  Colonel  G.  Drake. 

And  from  the  other  Counties,  the  same  Members  as  in 
the  forenoon. 

Mr.  James  Beekman  obtained  leave  of  absence  to  escort 
his  lady  and  family  to  Kingston,  and  to  return  as  soon  as 
possible. 

A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  en- 
closing a  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress,  that  all  the 
Troops  raised  in  the  Middle  Colonies  shall  have  the  same 
pay  as  those  raised  in  the  Eastern  Colonies,  ^as  received 
and  read. 

Another  Letter  from  the  same,  giving  advice  of  the  ap- 
proach of  a  British  Fleet  and  Army,  under  command  of 
General  Howe,  was  received  and  read,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

«  Philadelphia,  June  11,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  The  Congress  have  this  day  received  ad- 
vices, and  are  fully  convinced,  that  it  is  the  design  of  General 
Howe  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  city  of  New-  York  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  attack,  they  have  reason  to  believe,  will 
be  made  within  ten  days ;  1  am  therefore  most  earnestly  to 
request  you,  by  order  of  Congress,  to  call  forth  your  Militia, 
as  requested  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  and  to  forward 
them  with  all  despatch  to  the  city  of  New-  York,  and  that 
you  direct  them  to  march  in  companies,  or  in  any  other  way 
that  will  hasten  their  arrival  there. 

"  The  important  day  is  at  hand  which  will  decide  not 
only  the  fate  of  the  city  of  New-  York,  but,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, of  the  whole  Province.  On  such  an  occasion  there  is 
no  necessity  to  use  arguments  with  Americans.  Their  feel- 
ings, I  well  know,  will  prompt  them  to  their  duty,  and  the 
sacredness  of  the  cause  will  urge  them  to  the  field. 

"  The  greatest  exertion  of  vigour  and  expedition  are  re- 
quisite to  prevent  our  enemies  from  getting  possession  of 
that  town ;  1  must,  therefore,  again  most  earnestly  request 


you,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  to  send 
forward  the  Militia,  agreeably  to  the  requisition  of  Congress ; 
and  that  you  will  do  it  with  all  the  despatch  which  the  in- 
finite importance  of  the  cause  demands. 

"  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedi- 
ent and  very  humble  servant, 

"John  Hancock,  President. 
"To  the  Honourable  Convention  o( New-York." 

"In  Congress,  June  11,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  Letters  be  immediately  written  by  the 
President,  and  sent  by  express  to  the  several  Colonies,  who 
are  to  furnish  Militia  for  the  defence  of  New-  York,  acquaint- 
ing them  with  the  necessity  of  forwarding  their  supplies  with 

all  possible  despatch.  ,,  ,         „  r.      •  7    .  >, 

^  ^  "John  Hancock,  iVe«aen<. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  immediately  communi- 
cated to  General  Scott,  and  that  he  be  desired  immediately 
to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  expediting  the  service 
required  of  this  Colony. 

Whereas  this  Congress  have  been  informed  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  and  have  great  reason  to  believe  that  an 
invasion  of  this  Colony  will  shortly  be  made : 

Resolved,  unanitrwusly.  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  re- 
commended to  all  the  Officers  of  Militia  of  this  Colony  to 
review  the  same,  and  give  orders  that  they  prepare  them- 
selves, and  be  ready  to  march  whenever  they  may  be  called 
upon. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Resolutions  be  published  in 
the  publick  Newspapers,  and  printed  in  Handbills  to  be 
distributed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ,  seconded  by  Colonel  Remsen, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  President,  and  five  or 
more  Membei-s  of  this  Congress,  for  the  time  being,  be  au- 
thorized to  order  out  such  detachments  of  the  Militia  of  this 
County,  or  of  the  two  Independent  Battalions,  as  they  may 
think  necessary,  to  suppress  Riots  or  tumultuous  meetings 
in  this  City,  at  any  time  when  this  Congress  are  not  con^. 
vened. 

Ordered,  That  the  Barrackmaster  cause  as  many  of  the 
upper  Barrack  Rooms  to  be  cleared  out  and  put  in  order  as 
Colonel  Malcom  may  direct,  for  the  reception  of  his  Regi- 
ment. 

Die  Veneris,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  June  14,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:  General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  P.  Livingston,  Mr.  Bancker,  Col. 
Remsen,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Hallett,  Captain  Rutgers,  Cap- 
tain Denning,  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Randall. 

For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 

For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell,  Mr.  Lawrence. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  G.  Drake,  Mr.  Tompkins, 
Mr.  Haviland. . 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Conner. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

For  Suffolk. — Gen.  Woodhull,Mr.Tredwell,Mr. Strong. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mv.De  Lavergne, 
Mr.  Paul  Schenck. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Little. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

Resolved,  That  all  Proceedings  by  the  Loan  Officers  of 
the  City  and  County  o(  Neiv-York,  against  all  persons  who 
owe  interest  on  the  principal  sums  by  them  borrowed  of  the 
Colony,  be  stayed  until  the  third  Tuesday  in  April  n&sX; 
the  securities  taken  for  the  payment  of  the  said  principal 
sums  remaining  also  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  said 
arrear  of  interest.  * 

•New-Yohk,  June  14,  1776. 

Sin  :  By  the  request  of  Mr.  Theodorua  Van  Wyck,  an  officer  who  is 
out  of  town,  I  am  desired  to  acquaint  you  that  to-morrow  morning  will 
be  exposed,  in  publick  advertisement,  the  houses  and  lands  of  such  per- 
sons who  have  not  paid  their  interest  money;  and  many  say  they  have  it 
not  in  their  power,  and  if  their  estates  are  sold,  will  be  the  ruin  of  them 
and  their  families.  You  will,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  mention  it  in  Con- 
gress, so  as  that  he  may  Itnow  how  to  act;  and,  in  so  doing,  you  will 
obUge,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

For  Mr.  Theodorus  Van  Wyck, 

Abraham  Va-s  Wyck,  DepH  Loan  Officer. 
To  Colonel  Hennj  Remsen. 
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A  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Nathanael  Greene,  dated 
in  Camp  on  Long- Island,  this  day,  was  received  and  filed.* 
He  tlierein  requests  thai  iiis  brother,  Jacob  Greene,  be  per- 
mitted to  be  inoculated  for  the  Small-Pox ;  and,  also,  that 
the  said  Jacob  have  permission  to  purchase  some  Guns  suit- 
able for  a  Privateer. 

Ordered,  That  Philip  Livingston,  Esq.,  delay  his  return 
to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  attend  the  business  of  this 
Congress  until  further  order. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Philip  Livingston  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, appointed  a  Member  of  the  Committee  constituted  by 
this  Congress  for  the  hearing  and  trial  of  disaflected  persons, 
and  persons  of  equivocal  character,  according  to  the  Resolu- 
tion of  this  Congress  of  the  5th  of  June  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  administration  of  the  Oath  to  be  taken 
by  the  Members  of  the  Committee  above-mentioned,  be 
postponed  until  this  afternoon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Publick  Records  of  this  Colony,  now 
at  the  house  o( Nicholas  Bayard,  Esq.,  be  forthwith  removed 
to  Kingston,  in  Ulster  County. 

That  Samuel  Bayard,  Esq.,  the  Deputy  Secretary,  be 
ordered  and  requested  to  go  and  remain  with  the  said  Re- 
cords, and  continue  to  exercise  his  office  till  the  further  order 
of  this  House. 

That  Dirck  Wynkoop,  Esq.,  Colonel  Abraham  Hasbrouelc, 
Joseph  Gusherie,  and  Christopher  Tappan,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  provide  a  proper  place  for 
the  said  Records,  and  proper  accommodations  for  the  said 
Deputy  Secretary. 

That  they  have  the  general  superintendence  of  the  said 
Records,  and  by  guards,  or  otherwise,  provide  for  their  safety 
and  security. 

That  the  said  Deputy  Secretary  leave  the  Seal  of  the 
Supreme  Court  with  a  Deputy  or  one  of  his  Clerks,  and 
direct  him  to  seal  Writs  and  do  the  common  and  ordinary 
business  of  the  said  Court. 

That  Mr.  Rober,l  Benson,  together  with  Mr.  Bayard,  have 
the  direction  of  the  removal  of  the  said  Records  on  board  of 
a  Sloop  provided  by  Mr.  James  Beekman. 

And  that  Mr.  Beekman,  with  Mr.  Bayard,  take  care  of 
them  during  the  passage,  and  see  them  safely  landed  at 
Kingston,  and  committed  to  the  direction  of  the  aforesaid 
Dirck  Wynkoop,  Esq.,  Colonel  Abraham  Hasbrouck,  Joseph 
Gusherie,  and  Christopher  Tappan. 

Ordered,  That  if  any  persons  committed  to  any  Jail  in 
this  Colony  by  order  of  this  House,  or  any  Committee  thereof 
authorized  to  make  such  commitment,  or  any  of  the  County 
Commissioners,  escape  from  the  custody  of  the  Jailer,  by  de- 
sign or  negligence  of  the  said  Jailer  or  Jailers  to  whom  they 
may  respectively  be  committed,  the  said  Jailer  or  Jailers  shall 
receive  the  treatment  due  to  the  offences  whereof  the  persons 
so  escaping  stood  charged. 

And  to  the  end  that  the  said  Jailer  may  have  all  necessary 
assistance  in  securing  their  said  Prisoners, 

Resolved,  That  the  County  Committees  of  the  several 
Counties  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  required 
to  inspect  and  cause  the  Jails  in  the  several  and  respective 
Counties  to  be  made  safe  and  secure,  and  that  this  Congress 
will  pay  the  expense  thereof,  and  charge  it  to  the  account 
of  said  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Resolution  be  published. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay, 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Brasher  and  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  the 
Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Mangle 
AEntum,  report  thereon  this  afternoon. 

The  Petition  oiAzor  Betts,  confined  in  the  new  Jail  for 
contravening  a  Resolution  of  this  Congress  by  inoculating 

•Camp  on  LowG-IsLiNi),  Jmie  14,  1776. 

Siu  :  I  have  a  brother  here  from  Rhode-Island,  (Mr.  Jacob  Greene,) 
that  has  an  inclination  to  have  the  small-pox  by  inoculation.  He  is  much 
exposed  often  in  the  execution  of  the  publick  business.  He  purposes  to 
go  upon  the  Hospital  Island,  and  there  be  inoculated,  and  stay  till  he  is 
properly  cleansed.  If  the  Congress  can  grant  him  this  favour  without  in- 
juring the  publick,  shall  esteem  it  a  peculiar  kindness. 

My  brother  also  v»ants  to  purchase  a  few  small  cannon  for  a  privateer. 
He  begs  the  Congress  permission  for  the  same.  The  proprietors  of  the 
tannon  thiiik  it  necessary  to  obtain  your  consent  before  they  dispose  of 
them,  notwithstanding  they  are  private  property.  You  will  be  kind 
enough  to  favour  me  with  the  resolution  of  the  Congress  upon  the  above 
requeste,  which  will  oblige  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Nathanael  Greene. 
i  o  JV.  WoodhuU,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Congress. 


some  Officers  with  the  Small-Pox,  praying  to  be  discharged, 
was  read.* 

Ordered,  Tliat  it  lay  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Officer  commanding  the  Guard  at  the 
City-Hall  be  requested  to  permit  George  Yomigs  to  speak 
to  his  sons  in  custody  this  afternoon,  but  only  in  the  presence 
and  hearing  of  the  Officers  of  the  Guard,  at  such  time  as  it 
may  be  convenient  to  the  Officer. 

A  Letter  from  John  W.  Livingston,  confined  in  Jail,  de- 
claring his  willingness  to  comply  with  the  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress, and  praying  to  be  discharged,  was  read  and  filed,  f 

Also  a  Letter  from  Renicr  Van  Hoese,  imprisoned  in  the 
City-Hall,  and  praying  to  be  liberated,  was  read.  % 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letters  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
to  consist  of  Mr.  Gansevoort  and  Mr.  Lawrence. 

Mr.  Hallett,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  call  on  Co- 
lonel Trumbull,  Commissary-General,  reports:  That  the  said 
Committee  waited  on  Colonel  Trumbull,  who  informed  them 
that  no  person  was  authorized  to  receive  the  Pork  in  ques- 
tion or  pay  for  it ;  that  therefore  the  holders  sold  it. 

Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  being  called  in  and  examined, 
says:  That  on  being  consulted  by  Colonel  TrMwiuW  relative 
to  the  article  of  Pork,  he  informed  Mr.  Trumbull  that  there 
was,  in  his  opinion,  considerable  quantities  on  Long-Island ; 
that  he  thought,  and  was  confident  in  his  own  mind,  that  the 
reason  why  it  was  not  disposed  of,  was  from  a  dislike  many 
persons  here  had  to  receiving  Continental  money,  added  to 
a  desire  of  serving  the  British  Fleet  and  Army ;  that  those 
persons,  he  believes,  chiefly  reside  in  Queeii's  and  Suffolk 
Counties. 

Mr.  Livingston  further  informed  the  Congress  that  he  has 
reason  to  believe  there  is  at  least  sixty  head  of  horned  fat 
Cattle  on  Sandy-Hook,  and  about  one  hundred  more  at  or 
near  the  Neversinks — the  whole  of  which  he  supposes  to  be 
the  property  of  Messrs.  Hartshorn. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Livingstones  information  relative  to 
the  Cattle  on  Sandy-Hook  and  the  Neversinks,  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  Congress  of  New-Jersey  and  General  Wash- 
ington. 

'  To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Province  of  New- 

YoBK,  noiv  sitting  in  the  City  of  N  v.w-Yohk. 

The  Petition  of  Azor  Betts  most  humbly  shovieth: 

That  your  Petitioner  hath  been  for  some  time  past  confined  in  the  new 
Jail  of  the  City  of  New- York. 

That  the  cause  of  his  confinement  is,  that  he  hath  violated  a  resolve 
of  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress,  he  having  inoculated  some  offi- 
cers in  the  service  of  this  country. 

That  your  Petitioner  meant  not  to  injure  those  gentlemen  who  were 
inoculated,  nor  to  show  any  contempt  to  your  worshipful  House,  but 
ardently  wished  to  render  his  best  services  to  those  who  had  the  command 
in  relieving  them  from  those  fears  which  people  in  general  have  who  are 
subject  to  that  disorder. 

That  your  Petitioner  is  extremely  sorry  for  the  offence  he  hath  given 
his  countrymen,  and  your  honourable  body  in  particular,  and  prays  that 
he  may  be  released  from  his  confiRement,  and  suffered  to  go  at  large.  And 
your  Petitioner  doth  hereby  promise  and  engage  that  he  will  not  for  the 
future,  by  word  or  deed,  counteract  the  orders  of  your  honourable  House. 

And  your  Petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 
June  14,^1776.  AzoR  Betts. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  City  o!  J^e^o-York. 

t  New  Jail,  June  14,  1776. 
Gentiemeit  :  I  am  ready  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  your  House,  and 
beg  to  be  released  from  my  imprisonment. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Wm.  Livingston. 
To  the  Provincial  Congress.  

+  New  Citt-Hall,  June  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Honocbable  Provincial  Congress  of  the 
City  of  New-York  :  Sirs  ;  These  are  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been 
confined  here  a  great  while — the  space  of  five  months  almost.  I  am  in  a 
sickly  state  of  health  at  present,  and  just  heard  from  my  family  that  my 
wife  is  in  a  very  melancholy  state  likewise,  and  should  be  willing  to  give 
any  satisfaction  in  this  life  to  have  the  liberty  to  return  to  my  family  with 
your  Honours'  leave.  Sirs,  if  I  understand  the  crime  alleged  against  me, 
it  is  for  being  on  board  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Ross,  which  is  true.  I  was 
pressed  on  board  in  Rhode-Island,  and  went  down  to  Doston,  and  upon 
my  return  to  J\'antncket  I  made  my  escape  from  them,  and  have  been 
with  my  family  since,  till  I  was  taken  and  put  in  jail;  and  now,  gen- 
tlemen, I  must  beg  that  you  will  discharge  me  if  you  can  sec  it  in  your 
way,  and  I  shall  take  leave  to  subscribe  myself  your  humble  servant, 

Rtner  Van  Hoese. 

P.  S.  Gentlemen  :  It  was  some  time  in  February  that  I  was  in  Bos- 
ton, in  1775,  and  I  did  not  know  that  I  was  committing  a  crime  worthy 
of  four  or  five  months'  imprisonment  at  that  time ;  and  now,  gentlemen, 
I  beg  with  submission  that  you  will  let  me  go  home  to  my  family  once 
more  while  I  am  alive,  for  I  am  aiVaid  that  I  shall  not  continue  a  great 
while  in  this  place. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress. 
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Whereas  this  Congress  have  good  reason  to  believe  that 
divers  persons  on  Long- Island  have  in  store,  and  have  refused 
to  dispose  of,  great  quantities  of  salted  Pork,  which  is  now 
wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  persons  ought  to  dispose  of  the  said 
Pork  at  the  market  price  to  the  Commissary -General ;  and, 
on  their  refusal,  that  he  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  take 
the  same  on  paying  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  the  market 
price  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  aforegoing  Resolution  be 
enclosed  to  the  Commissary-General. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Blackivell,  Captain  Rutgers,  and 
Mr.  Parks,  be  a  Committee  to  settle  Colonel  Drake's  and 
Mr.  Dunscomb's  Accounts  about  Salt  and  Leather. 

Friday  afternoon,  June  14,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  General  WoodhuU,  President. 

For  New- York. — General  Scott,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Stoutenhirgh,  Colonel 
Brasher,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Cortlandt,  Colonel  Remsen, 
Captain  Rutgers. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer. 

For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Strong,  Colonel 
Hasbrouck. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Van  Houten. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins, Mr.  Haviland. 

For  Ulster. — Major  Parks,  Colonel  Hasbrouck. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  James  Livingston,  Mr.  De  Lavergne, 
Mr.  Schenck. 

For  Queen's. — Mr.  Bhckwell,  Mr.  Lawrence'. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Cortelyou. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 

For  Trton. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

John  William  Livingston  gave  his  parole  and  was  dis- 
charged— the  Resolution  of  Congress  read  to  him. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  New-  Windsor, 
in  Ulster,  in  answer  to  theirs  of  3 1st  ultimo,  complaining 
that  Mrs.  Jonathan  Lawrence  sold  Tea  at  eight  shillings  per 
pound,  and  that  her  husband  made  Fort  Constitution  an 
asylum  for  that  useless  herb,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and 
is  in  the  words  following  to  wit : 

In  Congress,  New- York,  June  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  received  yours  of  the  3 1st  ultimo,  which 
should  have  been  answered  before,  but  more  weighty  and 
urgent  business  took  up  the  time  of  this  House. 

We  approve  your  sending  Isaac  De  Milt  to  this  City. 
The  resolves  for  disarming  suspected  persons  extends  to 
the  Province  at  large,  and  has  been  sent  into  your  County. 
As  to  persons  who  act  contrary  to  the  resolves  limiting  the 
price  of  tea  at  six  shillings  per  pound,  we  make  no  doubt 
but  you  will  act  spiritedly  against  all  such  as  shall  be  con- 
victed of  that  offence. 

Captain  Jonathan  Lawrence,  with  all  the  Commission- 
ers at  the  Fort,  are  discharged  from  their  superintending. 
We  are  surprised  at  his  conduct,  and  make  no  doubt  you 
will  treat  him  and  all  others  according  to  their  demerits,  after 
a  fair  hearing.  We  commend  your  zeal  for  the  publick  ser- 
vice in  this  critical  and  trying  hour. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
To  the  Committee  in  New-  Windsor,  Ulster  County. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  JohnTen  Broeck,  Esq., 
one  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  carry 
into  execution  the  Resolutions  of  this  Congress  of  the  5th 
June  instant,  is  very  much  indisposed  and  unable  to  attend  :* 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ten  Broeck  be  discharged 
from  the  said  Committee,  and  that  Mr.  Leonard  Gansevoort 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  a  Member  of  that  Commit- 
tee in  the  stead  of  Mr.  Ten  Broeck. 

•Albist,  JuHe  13,  1776. 

Sir;  Your  letter,  with  the  printed  Resolutions  of  Congress  enclosed, 
was  delivered  me  at  seven  o'clock  this  afternoon,  per  express.  The  Gene- 
ral Committee  of  this  County  being  convened,  I  immediately  sent  your 
letter  to  their  Chamber.  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  forward  the  busi- 
ness recommended,  but  am,  unhappily,  again  confined  to  my  room,  occa- 
sioned by  a  bad  state  of  health  which  I  contracted  near  two  months  since. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Ahbaham  Tex  Broeck. 
To  Brigadier-General  Jofm  .M.  Scott,  a.\.  JVevi-York. 


In  pursuance  to  the  order  of  this  morning,  the  following 
gentlemen,  members  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  exe- 
cute the  Resolutions  of  the  5th  instant,  to  wit :  Philip  Liv- 
ingston, Joseph  Hallett,  Lewis  Graham,  John  Jay,  Thomas 
Tredwell,  and  Leonard  Gansevoort,  Esquires — came  up  to 
the  Chair,  and  were  respectively  sworn  on  the  Holv  Evan- 
gelists, diligently,  impartially,  without  fear,  favour,  affection, 
or  hope  of  reward,  to  execute  and  discharge  the  duties  im- 
posed on  them  by  the  said  Resolutions. 

Die  Sabbati,  A.  M.,  June  15,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  General  WoodhuU,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Livingston,  Captain  Rut- 
gers, Captain  Denning,  Colonel  Remsen,  Mr.  Randall, 
Mr.  Hallett,  Colonel  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr. 
Scott. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Rensselaer. 

For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Tred- 
well, Mr.  Hobart. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Little. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Colonel  Drake.  Mr. 
Tompkins,  Mr.  Haviland,  Colonel  L.  Graham. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr. 
P.  Schenck. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Leffertse. 

For  Queen's. — Colonel  BlackweU,  Captain  Lawrence. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

Mr.  Ten  Broeck,  being  very  sick,  has  leave  of  absence  to 
return  home. 

Philip  Smith,  a  sailor,  who  made  his  escape  from  the 
Phenix,  being  examined,  says  that  the  Troops  were  to  set 
out  from  Halifax  for  New-  York  the  2d  of  this  month  ;  that 
on  board  the  ships  at  the  Hook  it  was  much  wondered  at 
wliere  they  stayed.  This  account  they  received  by  a  store- 
ship  from  Halt/ax. 

A  Return  of  Officers  for  a  Militia  Company  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  iWo«cAe<o- Coue,  dated  Oyster-Bay,  13th  June  inst., 
was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit :  Daniel 
Cock  Captain,  Robert  Coles  First  Lieutenant,  William  Frost 
Second  Lieutenant,  Wright  Craft  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  do  issue  for  those  gentlemen. 
And  they  were  issued  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  no  military  Officer  in  the  pay  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  or  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  ought  to 
be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Congress  of  this  Colony.  Pro- 
vided, that  nothing  in  this  Resolution  contained  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  Militia  Officers  who,  on  a  sudden  emer- 
gency, rhay,  for  a  few  days  or  weeks,  be  called  to  action. 

Ordered,  That  the  aforegoing  Resolution  be  published  in 
the  Newspapers,  and  printed  in  Handbills  to  be  distributed. 

Whereas  Micha  Lynch  and  Thomas  Hickey,  two  soldiers 
in  the  Continental  Army,  stand  charged  on  oath  with  at- 
tempting to  pass  Counterfeit  money  or  Bills  of  Credit  which 
pass  current  in  this  Colony  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Micha  Lynch  and  Thomas  Hickey 
be  committed  to  the  Guard  in  the  City-Hall,  where  Lrael 
Youngs  and  others  are  now  confined,  and  that  copies  of  the 
Affidavits  and  Examinations  relating  to  that  matter  be  deli- 
vered to  his  Excellency  General  Washington. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  June  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  your  Excellency  two 
Affidavits,  by  which  you  will  see  that  two  soldiers  have  at- 
tempted to  pass  counterfeit  Bills  of  Credit.  The  Congress 
have  thought  it  their  duty  to  commit  them  immediately 
to  close  custody  under  the  Guards  at  the  City-Hall,  and  di- 
rected me  to  inform  you  thereof.  Your  Excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  take  such  further  measures  with  them  as  you  shall 
think  proper. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  ' 

humble  servant,        ivr  iir  u      -j    ^ 

'       Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Colonel  BlackweU,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  case  of  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake  rela- 
tive to  a  loss  of  £50  he  sustained  in  receiving  and  paying 
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out  the  moneys  deposited  in  his  hands  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  and  laying  up  in  store  a  certain  quantity  of  salted 
Pork,  pureuant  to  an  order  of  the  late  Provincial  Congress, 
reported  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  doth  report :  That  the  Salt  taken  up  by 
Colonel  Drake  and  Mr.  Dumcomh  is,  part  of  it,  now  scat- 
tered about  the  County  of  Westchester,  and  Mr.  Dunscomb 
says  that  there  is  considerable  loss,  but  they  have  agreed  to 
collect  the  Salt  and  make  the  best  of  it,  and  report  to  this 
House ;  and  Mr.  Dunscomb  says  that  if  the  Congress  will 
not  allow  him  for  the  loss,  that  he  will  bear  it  himself. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  as  Mr.  Dunscomb 
was  employed  by  the  publick,  the  publick  should  bear  the 
loss,  should  there  be  any.  It  appears  to  this  Committee 
that  Colonel  Drake  has  received  £3,000  from  the  Treasu- 
rer to  ]iay  for  Pork  ordered  by  the  Congress  ;  he  received 
that  cash  in  packs  without  his  counting,  and  in  paying  it 
out  he  sustained  a  loss  of  £50,  which  he  is  ready  to  make 
oath  of  before  this  Congress ;  and  he  has  spent  a  consider- 
able time  in  riding  about  the  country  in  buying  the  Pork, 
and  other  services  relating  to  the  same. 

It  appears  to  this  Committee  that  Colonel  Drake  ought 
to  be  allowed  the  £50  loss,  and  a  reasonable  compensation 
for  his  other  services. 

Thereupon,  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
gress that  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake  sustained  the  loss  which 
occurred  in  receiving  and  paying  out  the  publick  money  in 
purchasing  Pork  by  order  of  the  late  Provincial  Congress. 

And  Resolved,  That  Colonel  Drake  be  allowed  the  sum 
of  £70  as  a  compensation  for  his  services,  expenses,  and 
commissions,  in  purchasing  the  said  Pork  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Congress,  who  shall 
from  time  to  tiine  be  employed  by  the  Committee  for  carry- 
ing into  execution  the  Resolutions  of  this  Congress  of  the 
5th  instant  against  persons  suspected  to  be  inimical  to  the 
cause  of  liberty,  be  absolved  from  his  oath  of  secrecy  as  far 
as  may  be  necessary  in  the  execution  of  his  said  office. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  Brigadier-General  Greene,  in  an- 
swer to  his  received  yesterday,  was  read  and  approved,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  June  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Congress  to  inform  you  that 
they  would  be  very  happy  in  giving  your  brother  permis- 
sion to  be  inoculated  on  Hospital  Island,  but  they  cannot 
help  considering  that  spot  as  improper  for  the  purpose  by 
reason  of  its  exposed  situation,  and  are,  therefore,  under  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  declining  a  compliance  with  your 
request. 

The  Congress  have  further  directed  me,  sir,  to  inform  you 
that  they  are  equally  unfortunate  in  being  obliged  to  refuse 
their  permission  to  purchase  cannon  in  this  Colony.  The 
defence  of  this  city  and  places  in  its  vicinity,  require  such 
extensive  works  that,  so  far  from  parting  with  the  guns  now 
here,  we  are  taking  every  method  in  our  power  to  procure 
more.  These  reasons  the  Congress  are  confident  will  have 
full  weight  upon  your  mind,  and  therefore  decline  mention- 
ing the  propriety  of  reserving  them  for  the  sea-service  of  the 
Colony. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &,c.     By  order. 

To  Brigadier-General  Nathanael  Greene,  at  the  Camp  on 
Nassau-Island. 

Gouvemeur  Morris,  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
execute  the  Resolutions  of  this  Congress  of  the  5th  instant 
against  dangerous  and  disaffected  persons,  and  those  of  equi- 
vocal character,  appeared, and  was  duly  sworn  by  the  Pre- 
sident diligently  and  impartially,  and  without  fear,  favour, 
affection,  or  hope  of  reward,  to  execute  and  discharge  the 
duties  imposed  upon  him  as  one  of  the  Members  of  that 
ConuTiittee. 

Ordered,  That  John  McKesson,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Secre- 
taries of  this  Congress,  do  attend  the  said  Committee  as  their 
Secretary,  and  that  the  said  Committee  employ  such  other 
assistant  Secretary  or  Secretaries  as  they  may  think  proper, 
and  such  Messenger,  Doorkeeper,  and  other  officers  as  they 
may  find  necessary. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  do  absolve  (and  he  did  then 
absolve)  the  Members  of  said  Committee,  who  are  ssvorn, 
from  their  former  oath  of  secrecy,  so  far  as  they  may  think 
necessary  to  the  execution  of  the  said  Resolution. 


Die  Sabbati,  5  ho.  P.  M.,  June  15,  1776. 

Present:  General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  P.  Livingston,  Mr.  Randall,  Colo- 
nel Stoutenburgh,  Captain  Denning,  Captain  Rutgers. 

For  Albanv. — None. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr.  James  Livingston, 
Mr.  Paul  tSchenck. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,Mr. Hobart, Mr.  Tred- 
well,  Mr.  Strong. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks, 

For  Charlotte. — Major  Webster. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Haviland,  Colonel  L.  Graham. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay,  Resolved,  That  the  Clergy  and 
licensed  Physicians  be  exempted  from  drafting  for  the  Militia 
to  be  raised  in  this  City. 

Resolved,  also,  That  such  of  the  Firemen  be  exempted 
as  will  agree  to  form  a  separate  Company  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  this  City  in  case  of  invasion,  and  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  General  until  the  further  order  of  this  Con- 
gress. * 

*U8T  OF  THE  FIREMEN  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW-YORK,  CVDER  THE  COMMAND 
OF  JACOBUS  STOUTENBURGH,  ENGINEER. 

Philip  Brasher,  Ailjutant  of  the  First  Battalion. 

George  January,  Captain  in  a  Beat. 

Victor  Bickers,  Lieutenant  in  the  Continental. 

Cornelius  Bickers,  Lieutenant  in  the  Continental. 

Jonathan  Black,  Lieutenant  in  the  Second  Battalion. 

Jolm  Steffh,  Lieutenant  in  the  Second  Battalion. 

John  Walter,  Lieutenant  in  a  Beat. 

Le-wis  Tiebou,  in  the  First  Battalion,  Private. 


Garret  Waldron, 
Peter  G.  Waldron, 
John  SiNester, 
Jacob  B  rower, 
Henry  Van  Winkelen, 
James  Ki|>, 
James  McCuIlen, 
Joseph  Baldwin, 


John  Hoogeland, 
John  Montanie, 
Timothy  Rushel, 
William  Eagles, 
Isaac  Bokea, 
David  Morris, 
Robert  Berry, 
Jacob  Morris, 


Thomas  Lawrence, 
Jacob  Brower, 
John  Brower, 
John  Bortine, 
John  Miltenberger, 
Anthony  Post, 
John  Tergay. 


The  foregoing  all  belong  to  the  First  and  Second  Battalions. 


John  Somerendyck, 

Gerit  Peterson, 

Henry  Shut, — these  3 
belong  to  the  Light- 
Horse. 

Frederick  Bard, 

Anthony  King, 

Joseph  Person, 

Aaron  Bancker, 

Morris  Earle, 

Bezard  Weeks, 

Benjamin  Carpenter, 

The  above  are  all  out  of 


Henry  Bogert, 
Thomas  Maridet, 
James  Van  Seys, 
Abraham  Rushel, 
John  Bogert, 
Jacobus  Quick, 
Jacob  Bowler, 
Henry  Relay, 
Isaac  Van  Duersen, 
Michael  Garret, 
Henry  Sickels, 
Peter  Roonie, 


Thomas  Burling, 
Ellick  Miller, 
Barent  Christopher, , 
Robert  Thomson, 
Nathan  Horton, 
Abram  Warner, 
Lancaster  Burling, 
Andrew  Ten  Eyck, 
Gerardus  Burger, 
Lawrence  Hartwick, 
John  Class, 
Garret  Stymets. 


Isaac  Marschalck, 
Edward  Doughty,  Sen. 
Isaac  Sabagh, 
John  Gillilan, 
John  Burns, 
Theop's  Hardenbrook, 
Malachi  Vreodenburgh, 
Elias  De  Grushe, 
Malachi  Warner, 
Henry  Riker, 
Norman  Tolymie, 
Andrew  Riker, 
John  Stout, 
George  Fisher, 
William  Carman, 
Richard  Heyer, 
Thomas  Warner, 
Francis  Dominick, 
David  Henry  Mellows, 
Valentino  Arnell, 
Matthias  Tier, 
William  Crolius, 
Francis  Sawyer, 
Richard  Edwards, 
Jacob  Fay, 
Christopher  Hcniger, 
Peter  Chappies, 
Cornelius  Bennet, 
Peter  Vanderhuof, 
Wm.  Hardenbrook, 
John  Moore, 
John  Stecklin, 
Jacob  Sable, 
Abel  Hardenbrook, 
William  J.  Ellsworth, 
William  Van  Dueraen, 


FIREMEN    IN    TOWN. 

Gerardus  Smith, 
Charles  Miller, 
Charles  Philips, 
Daniel  Ten  Eyck, 
Henry  Thomas, 
Henry  Sickels, 
Evert  Wessels, 
John  Silvester, 
Richard  Ten  Eyck, 
Jacob  Smith, 
Jacob  N orris, 
Joseph  Cox, 
Thomas  Burns, 
John  Russel, 
Timothy  Wood, 
Abraham  Van  Duersen 
George  Arthart, 
Isaac  Meed, 
Francis  Post,] 
Jacob  Verralen, 
Peter  Wilse, 
James  Hallet, 
Abram  Denavire, 
Abram  Brower, 
Jacobus  Bogert, 
Thomas  Calister, 
Albert  Bogert, 
Ahasuerus  Turck, 
John  Brower, 
Alexander  Lamb, 
Walter  Heyer, 
Abram  Bokey, 
Geo.  Waldegrove,  Jr., 
George  Warner, 
Thomas  Barrow, 


Baltus  Dash, 
Cornelius  Swarlwout, 
William  Vermillie, 
James  Barrow, 
John  Barrow, 
John  Van  Torne, 
Henry  Outenbergh, 
Peter  Bogert, 
Francis  Bassett, 
Jeronimus  Alstine, 
William  Pears, 
William  Bockay, 
William  Post, 
William  Ellsworth, 
Nathan  Fish, 
,  John  Fish, 
John  Young, 
James  Lickletter, 
Christopher  Dicking, 
Wendel  De  Boos, 
Guilliam  Varrick, 
Cornelius  Turck, 
Andrew  Bell, 
John  Gasner, 
Cornelius  Marschalck, 
John  C.  Prentiss, 
Alexander  Oxbury, 
James  Harvey, 
George  Peack, 
George  Cook, 
Christopher  Shuts, 
Michir  Weaver, 
Isaac  Ball, 
James  Emmons, 
George  Stanton. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  all  such  necessary  expenses  as  will  be  incurred  by 
the  Committee  appointed  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
Resolution  of  this  Congress  of  the  5th  instant  with  respect 
to  dangerous  and  disaffected  persons,  and  persons  of  equivo- 
cal character. 

A  Letter  from  Van  Home,  and  other  prisoners  in  Jail, 
was  read,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Malcom  and  Mr.  Lawrence. 

Colonel  Malcom  and  Colonel  Brasher  reported  to  Con- 
gress that  there  would  be  no  riots  this  night. 

[A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  General  Washington,  in  answer 
to  his  of  the  13th  instant,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit :] 

Die  Sabbati,  5  ho.  P.  .M.  June  15. 

Sir:  The  Congress  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  fa- 
vour of  the  13th  instant,  respecting  the  retention  of  salted 
provisions  by  some  persons  on  Long-Island. 

I  am  directed  by  Congress  to  inform  you  that,  by  a  reso- 
lution of  yesterday,  a  copy  whereof  was  furnished  to  the 
Commissary-General,  they  depend  that  he  will  obtain  the 
provisions  desired,  and  that  the  Congress  has  in  contempla- 
tion some  more  general  and  effectual  measures  for  securing 
the  live  stock  in  certain  parts  of  the  Colony  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Army. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  some  information  obtained  from  Mr. 
Abraham  Livingston,  of  a  stock  of  cattle  in  an  exposed  situ- 
ation in  New- Jersey,  of  which  a  copy  is  forwarded  to  the 
President  of  New-Jersey  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  most  respectfully. 
By  order. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Sunday  morning,  9  o'clock,  June  16,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-Yobk. — Colonel  Stoutenburgh. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Ho- 

bart. 
For  Westchester.— Colonel  G.  Drake,  Mr.  Tompkins, 

Mr.  Haviland. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  P.  Schenck,  Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr. 

Jam£s  Livingston. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrottck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore. 
For  Charlotte. — Major  Webster. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

New- York,  Monday  morning,  June  17,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New- York. — Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Sands, 

Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Van  Zandt. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Rensselaer. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Ho- 

bart,  Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  De 

Lavergne. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Haviland,  Colonel 

G.  Drake,  Mr.  Hopkins. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Hasbrouck,  Mr.  Parks. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Van  Houten. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Joseph  Marsh. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

Colonel  Joseph  Marsh,  one  of  the  Deputies  from  Cumr 
berlnnd  County,  attending,  delivered  in  his  Credentials,  sub- 
scribed by  Benjamin  Carpenter,  Chairman  of  the  County 
Committee,  and  attested  by  Joel  Matthews,  Clerk,  which 
was  read  and  filed ;  whereby  it  appears  that  Colonel  Wil- 
liams and  Colonel  Joseph  Marsh  were  duly  elected,  and 
that  they,  or  either  of  them,  are  constituted  and  appointed  to 
represent  the  said  County  in  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Joseph  Marsh  take  his  seat. 

Colonel  Marsh  was  then  sworn,  and  took  his  seat  accord 
ingly. 

Mr.  Jay  offered  to  the  House  a  Handbill,  subscribed  with 
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the  name  of  "John  Morin  Scott,"  which,  in  his  opinion,  re- 
flected on  tile  honour  and  impartiality  of  this  House ;  and 
moved  that  the  same  be  read. 

The  said  Handbill  was  then  read. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Jay  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Sands,  that  the  Secretary  wait  on  Mr.  Scott  with  the  said 
publication,  and  ask  him  if  he  is  the  author  of  that  publica- 
tion ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

Whereas  Michael  Lynch  and  Thomas  Hickey,  two  Sol- 
diers in  the  Continental  Army,  are  now  confined  in  the  City 
Hall  under  guard  by  order  of  this  Congress,  on  a  charge  of 
having  knowingly  attempted  to  pass  a  counterfeit  Bill  of 
Credit  and  the  back  part  of  a  real  Bill  of  Credit,  the  full  or 
material  part  thereof  being  taken  off: 

Resolved,  That  the  Courts  of  Judicature  of  this  Colony, 
being  as  yet  held  by  authority  derived  from  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain,  are  for  that  reason  incompetent  to  the  full 
and  impartial  trial  of  the  said  two  Continental  Soldiers  for 
the  offences  wherewith  they  stand  charged,  and  therefore 
they  must  of  necessity  be  tried  by  a  Couit-Martial  only. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  original  Affidavits  and  Exami- 
nations as  to  the  said  two  Soldiers,  together  with  the  said 
Bills  and  a  copy  of  this  Order,  be  transmitted  to  his  Excel- 
lency General  Washington. 

A  Letter  from  Isaac  Ketcham,*  requesting  to  be  heard  be- 
fore this  Congress,  was  read. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  the  Officer  commanding  the 
Guard  at  the  City-Hall  be  requested  to  bring  Isaac  Ketcham 
before  this  Congress  with  all  convenient  speed,  and  for  that 
purpose  that  he  cause  all  fetters  and  irons  to  be  taken  off 
from  the  said  Laac  Ketcham. 

Mr.  Robert  Benson,  one  of  the  Secretaries,  reported  that 
he  had,  pursuant  to  order,  waited  on  Mr.  Scott,  and  asked 
him  whether  the  publication,  signed  "John  Morin  Scott," 
was  published  by  his  order ;  that  Mr.  Scott  answered.  Yes, 
it  was  published  by  his  order. 

Mr.  Jay  them  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Webster, 
that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  that  publication  into 
consideration.  And  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  large  majority. 

•  JcKK  16,  1776. 
To  the  Honourable  Speaker  in  Provincial  Congress : 

8iB  :  I,  the  subscriber,  have  something  to  observe  to  the  honourable 
House  if  I  could  be  admitted.  It  is  nothing  concerning  my  own  affair, 
but  entirely  on  another  subject.     From  yours  to  serve, 

Isaac  Ketchau. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Pretident  and  Membert  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress. 
The  Petition  oflskxc  Ketcham,  a  Prisoner  now  under  conjinement  in 
the  old  City-Hall,  humbly  sho-weth  ; 

That  your  unfortunate  Petitioner,  deeply  impressed  with  shame  aod 
confusion  for  his  past  misconduct,  most  humbly  begs  to  lay  his  unhappy 
case  before  this  honourable  House,  which  is  briefly  as  follows : 

Your  Petitioner  is  extremely  sorry  that  upon  his  first  being  taken  into 
custody,  and  after  an  examination  made  by  Alderman  Waddell  in  the 
Congress  Chamber,  concerning  the  procuring  the  paper  for  the  purpose 
of  priming  certain  Bills  of  Credit,  and  sincerely  wish  I  could  recall  the 
time  when  he  first  persisted  in  this  unhappy  scheme,  as  your  Petitioner 
was  informed  that  he  was  to  be  admitted  as  evidence,  on  which  account 
your  Petitioner  gave  all  the  information  in  his  power,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge. 

Your  Petitioner  further  implores  the  consideration  of  this  House  in 
behalf  of  six  poor  children,  who  are  now  lamenting  the  loss  of  a  tender 
mother  and  the  imprisonment  of  a  father.  As  several  of  them  are  at  pre- 
sent dangerously  ill  by  sore  sickness,  without  any  person  to  attend  or 
comfort  them — as  the  children  are  afraid  to  stay  in  the  house  without 
gome  grown  person  in  to  protect  and  take  care  of  them,  your  Petitioner 
humbly  hopes  that  if  he  could  be  permitted  to  go  to  them  for  a  few  days, 
in  order  to  provide  some  proper  persons  to  attend  on  them,  and  that  your 
Petitioner  will  immediately  return  to  J\i'ev>-¥ork  or  forfeit  his  small 
estate. 

Your  Petitioner  humbly  submits  his  case  to  this  honourable  House, 
and  begs  that  they  would  please  to  take  it  into  their  wise  consideration, 
which  will  ever  lay  an  obligation  on  your  distressed  bumble  servant, 

June  9,  1776.  Isaac  Ketcham. 

Jdhe  8,  1776. 

Mil.  Jat:  Sin — I  have  (last  night)  received  intelligence  from  Israel 
Youngs  that  he  hath  discovered  a  plan  from  whence  we  did  not  expect 
it.  It  is  time  it  was  guarded  against.  He  is  not  willing  to  explain  it  to 
any  other  person  but  your  Honour.  Sir,  as  to  my  own  liberty,  I  think  I 
have  clearly  earned  it,  and  well  deserve  it;  though  should  wait  with  more 
patience  if  I  could  be  of  any  use  to  the  publick.  But,  at  present,  I  am  not 
used  according  to  my  expectation,  but  I  hope  that  the  first  order  that 
comes  from  this  honourable  House  I  shall  be  discharged. 

From  yours  to  serve,  Isaac  Ketcham. 

Sir,  I  must  beg  a  word  or  two  from  Congress  for  my  relief. 
To  John  Jay,  Esq. 
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Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr. 
Philip  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Hobart,  be  a  Committee  for 
that  purpose. 

Colonel  AJarsh  delivered  to  Congress  a  copy  of  the  Min- 
utes of  the  Committee  ap[X)inted  by  the  respective  Commit- 
tees of  Cumberland  and  Gloucester  Counties,  recommending 
a  Brigadier-General  and  Brigade  Major  for  the  Militia  of 
Cumberland,  Charlotte,  and  Gloucester  Counties,  dated  May 
22,  which  was  read.  The  persons  recommended  were  Jacob 
Bailey  for  Brigadier-General,  and  Simon  Stevens  for  Brigade 
Major. 

And  whereas  the  Militia  of  Charlotte  County  is  a  part  of 
that  Brigade,  and  directed  to  be  under  the  same  Brigadier- 
General,  and  it  appears  by  the  said  Minutes  that  no  person 
from  that  County  attended  that  meeting : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  Minutes  of 
the  said  Committer  be  forwarded  the  first  opportunity  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Charlotte  County,  and  that 
the  said  Committee  be  requested  to  send  some  answer  in  the 
premises,  and  that  for  the  present  the  said  recommendation 
remain  for  further  consideration, 

Isaac  Ketcham  being  admitted,  informed  Congress  that 
he  had  further  conversation  with  the  two  soldiers.  Lynch 
and  Hickey ;  that  they  both  said  the  person  who  was  to 
go  on  board  the  man-of-war  for  cutlasses  was  one  Gilbert 
Forbes,  an  Irishman,  as  he  believed,  by  trade  a  Blacksmith  ; 
that  on  Sunday  last  divers  of  their  party  were  admitted  to 
them  ;  that  one  of  their  party  was  with  them  this  day,  and 
brought  them  some  dinner ;  that  examinant  asked  his  name ; 
they  said  his  name  was  John  Dyall,  though  examinant  is 
not  altogether  certain  as  to  the  exact  pronunciation  of  the 
surname;  that  he  is  a  middle-sized,  well-set  Irishman,  sandy 
complexion,  hair,  and  eyebrows.    They  further  informed  him 
that  one  Forbes,  an  Irishman,  who  had  been  a  regular  in  the 
last  war,  and  kept  a  publick  house  about  thirty  rods  from 
their  camp,  is  to  be  their  Captain,  and  an  artful  fellow ;  that 
said  Forbes  has  received  money  from  the  Asia  to  treat  the 
corps,  and  that  whoever  brings  to  him  such  a  piece  of  paper 
as  they  showed  and  gave  the  examinant,  and  is  by  him  deli- 
vered to  the  Committee,  pays  nothing  for  the  reckoning, 
and  may  call  for  what  he  pleases ;  that  William  Green,  of 
the  Governour's  Life-Guards,  an  Englishman,  and  a  kind  of 
Camp  Major,  is  of  the  corps,  and  acts  as  clerk  for  them ; 
that  as  a  certain  person  passed  by  the  window  yesterday  they 
pointed  at  him — said  his  name  was  Taylor — that  he  was  a 
constable — had  been  in  the  service  the  last  war — an  inhabi- 
tant of  this  town — and  that  he  was  at  the  head  ;  that  from 
their  conversation,  this  examinant  is  of  opinion  they  have  not 
as  yet  fixed  any  plan  of  operation  ;  that  sometimes  they  talk, 
when  the  fleet  arrives,  of  cutting  down  King's  Bridge ;  that 
as  many  of  them  as  could  would  go  over  to  the  regulars,  and 
that  such  as  should  be  obliged  to  stay  will  do  more  exe- 
cution than  five  times  the  number  out  of  the  army;  that  a 
man  whom  they  call  Colonel  ffebb,  an  Old  Countryman,  who 
came  from  on  board  the  ships,  is  now  travelling  about  in 
New-England  as  a  private  gentleman  ;  that  he  has  money, 
and  is  bribing  the  men  of  note,  who  can  lead  others  ;  that 
they  say  the  enemy  are  to  land  at  three  places  in  this  Pro- 
vince— on  Long-Island,  Staten-Island,  and  either  on   the 
Island  o(New-Yorlc  or  about  it ;  that  they  deferred  appoint- 
ing all  their  officers  lest  it  should  breed  a  wrangle  among 
them,  and  the  disappointed  ones  should  discover  tliem ;  that 
Hickey  says  a  number  of  Riflemen  on  Staten-Island  and  the 
Cape- Cod  men  are  concerned  ;  Lynch  says  only  five  of  the 
Artillery  are  to  his  knowledge  engaged — Hickey  says  more  ; 
that  they  had  sounded  the  Hairy-Caps,  but  had  not  divulged 
the  matter  to  them  in  full,  but  believe  the  quarter  part  of 
them  might  be  brought  over ;  that  there  was  a  proclamation 
of  the  King  on  board  the  ships,  offering  free  pardon  to  all 
who  would  come  over  before  the  time  of  action,  and  also 
considerable  encouragement  as  to  land  and  houses. 

The  charge  of  secrecy  was  given  from  the  Chair  to  the 
Members  relative  to  the  information  given  by  said  Ketcham. 

New-York,  Monday  aAemoon,  Juno  17,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  WoodhuJl,  President. 
For  NEw-YoHK._Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Sands, 
Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Denning,  Mr.  Rem- 
ten. 


For  Albany. — Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer. 
For  Suffolk. — General  IVoodhull,  Mr.  Hobart  Mr.  Tred- 

tvell,  Mr.  Strong. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel   Drake,   Mr.  Morris,  Mr. 

Tompkins,  Mr.  Haviland. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Fan  Ilouten. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.   Schenck,  Mr.  J.  Livingston,  Mr. 

De  Lavergne,  Colonel  M.  Graham. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  King's. — Mr.  John  Polhemus. 
For  Cumberland. — Mr.  Marsh. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 

Colonel  Morris  Graham  took  the  general  oath  of  secrecy. 

Mr.  Clinton  having  communicated  the  substance  of  a 
conference  he  had  with  his  Excellency  Geiieral  Wash- 
ington, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Philip  Livingston,  Mr.  Morris,  and 
Mr.  Jay,  be  a  Secret  Committee  to  confer  with  General  Wash- 
ington relative  to  certain  secret  intelligence  communicated 
to  this  Congress,  and  take  such  examinations  relative  there- 
to as  they  shall  think  proper. 

The  Congress  then  examined  Henry  Hawkins,  on  the 
charge  against  him  and  Philip  Youngs,  Israel  Youngs,  and 
Isaac  Youngs,  for  counterfeiting  Bills  of  Credit ;  from  which 
examination  it  would  seem  that  Philip  Youngs  was  not  con- 
cerned with  his  brothers,  or  had  any  knowledge  or  agency  in 
counterfeiting  the  Bills  of  Credit  in  question. 

Whereupon,  it  was  Ordered,  That  Philip  Youngs  be 
discharged  for  the  present,  and  he  is  hereby  discharged  ac- 
cordingly. 

Colonel  Remsen  stated  to  Congress  that  it  would  be  proper 

to  lessen  the  quota  of  Militia  to  be  raised  in  New-  York 

because, 

1st.  Their  quota  is  too  large,  and  will  take  two  men  out 
of  every  five,  which  is  a  much  larger  proportion  than  in  any 
other  County. 

2d.  Because  many  of  them  are  to  be  placed  under  Offi- 
cers not  of  their  own  election.     And 

3d.  By  a  draft  the  poor  man,  who  has  no  real  estate,  and 
very  litde  personal  property,  is  placed  on  a  footing  with  a 
man  of  opulence. 

Colonel  Remsen  further  mentioned  that  three  Pounds  per 
man,  bounty,  is  given  in  New-Jersey,  and  drafting  there- 
by dispensed  with,  and  that  they  compute  all  men  who  have 
resided  there  but  fifteen  days. 

The  above  statement  was  also  confirmed  by  Colonel  Lett 
and  Major  Abeel,  who  suggested  further  difficulties. 

Colonel  /lemj!e«  thereupon  moved  that  the  quota  of  Militia 
to  be  raised  by  Ntw-York  be  lessened. 

And  after  some  time  spent  in  the  consideration  thereof, 
the  said  motion  was  withdrawn ;  and  the  Congress  deter- 
mined and  resolved  that  Captain  Hamilton's  Company  of 
Artillery  be  considered  so  many  and  a  part  of  the  quota  of 
Militia  to  be  raised  or  furnished  by  the  City  and  County  of 
New-  York. 

A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esquire,  en- 
closing a  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  14th 
instant,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  salted  Beef  and  Pork, 
and  a  Resolution  of  the  same  date  recommending  it  to  the 
Convention  of  Neiv-  York  to  make  effectual  provision  for 
detecting,  restraining,  and  punishing  disaffected  and  danger- 
rous  persons,  were  respectively  read. 

"  Philadelphia,  June  15,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Since  my  last  I  have  nothing  in  charge 
from  Congress  to  communicate  to  you,  except  the  enclosed 
resolve  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  salted  Beef  and  Pork, 
which  I  request  you  will  please  to  order  to  be  published  in 
your  several  newspapers. 

"I  am,  with  much  respect,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble 
servant,  ,  -         ,^  „     • , 

"John  ti&NcocK,  President. 

"  You  have  also  enclosed  a  Resolution  of  Congress  re- 
specting the  disaffected  persons  in  your  Colony,  to  which  I 
beg  leave  to  call  your  attention. 
"  To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  New-  York." 

"  In  Congress,  June  14,  1776. — Whereas  it  has  been 
represented  to  this  Congress  that  great  quantities  of  salted 
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Beef  and  Pork  have  been  purchased  for  exportation,  which, 
if  not  restrained,  may  render  the  supplies  of  the  Army  dif- 
ficult and  uncertain, 

"Resolved,  therefore,  That  no  salted  Beef  or  Pork,  except 
as  much  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  crew,  be 
exported  from  any  of  the  United  Colonies  in  any  vessel, 
under  any  pretence  whatever,  until  the  further  order  of  this 
Congress. 

"  By  order  of  Congress : 

"  John  Hancock,  President." 

"  In  Congress,  June  14,  1776. — Resolved,  That  it  be 
recommended  to  the  Convention  of  the  Colony  o{  New-York 
to  make  effectual  provision  for  detecting,  restraining,  and  pu- 
nishing disaffected  and  dangi-rous  persons  in  that  Colony,  and 
to  prevent  all  persons  from  having  any  intercourse  or  corres- 
pond with  the  enemy,  and  that  General  Washington  afford 
his  aid  therein  when  necessary. 

"  By  order  of  Congress : 

"John  Hancock,  President." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Resolution,  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation of  Beef  and  Pork,  be  published  in  all  the  pubhck 
Newspapers. 

Tuesday  morning,  June  18,  1776, 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New- York. — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Hallett,  Captain 

Rutgers,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Sands. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.   Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Mr.  Tompkins, 

Colonel  Drake,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Haviland. 
For  Trton. — Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,M.T.  Hobart,  Mr. TVed- 

well,  Mr.  Strong. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  De 

Lavergne,  Colonel  M.  Graham. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  VanHouten. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 

Colonel  McDougall  applied  for  a  Commission  for  his  Ad- 
jutant, Andrew  Taylor,  to  Second  Lieutenant  in  Steenrod's 
Company.  Colonel  McDougall  also  applied  for  an  order 
to  receive  Arms,  as  Colonel  Ritzema's  order  is  out. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  McDougall' s  Adjutant,  Andrew 
Taylor,  be  likewise  Second  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Steenrod's 
Company. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norwood,  the  Commissary,  deliver 
to  Colonel  McDougall,  or  his  order,  all  the  Arms  fit  to  be 
put  in  the  hands  of  soldiers  he  now  has  or  may  have  in  store, 
in  the  course  of  fourteen  days  from  the  expiration  of  Colonel 
Ritzema's  last  order. 

A  Letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Livingston,  dated  at 
Fort  Constitution,  June  14th,  informing  Congress  that  Cap- 
tain Childs  has  inlisted  a  Company,  though  not  exactly  with- 
in the  time  limited  by  the  Resolution  of  this  House  of  the 
8th  May  last ;  that  he  has,  during  his  short  stay  at  the  Fort, 
recommended  himself  by  an  industrious  application  to  his 
duty.* 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Childs  and  his  First  Lieutenant 
be  entitled  to  their  Commissions. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Ezra  Thompson  and  Jo- 
nathan London,  Esquires,  be  requested  to  superintend  the 
clearing  out  the  Pits  or  Shafts  of  tiie  Mine  in  the  Nine  Part- 
ners, belonging  to  Bogart,  Tiebout,  and  others ;  and  that 
they  hire  four  proper  Labourers  at  the  cheapest  rate  to  work 
with  John  McDonald ;  and  that  the  said  Ikra  Thompson 
and  Jonathan  London  (if  the  owner  or  person  in  possession 

•  Fort  CossriTCTioir,  June  H,  1776. 

GtSTL'  MF.»  :  The  bearer,  Captain  Childs,  has  inlisted  and  delivered 
the  number  of  men  you,  gentlemen,  were  pleased,  on  the  8th  of  May  last, 
to  resolve  should  entitle  him  to  a  Captaincy.  Though  not  exactly  within 
the  limited  time,  yet  in  justice  to  him,  I  cannot  help  observing  to  you, 
gentlemen,  that  during  his  short  stay  here  he  has  recommended  himself 
by  an  industrious  application  to  his  duty  as  an  officer,  and,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  with  deference  to  your  superior  judgments,  has  rendered  him- 
self worthy  of  your  approbation  ;  and,  with  respect  to  his  subalterns,  I 
must  say  they  have  given  me  no  cause  of  complaint. 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Heiiri  B.  LiviNosTOH,  Lieut.  Colonel. 


of  the  land  wherein  the  said  Mine  is  should  refuse  to  permit 
the  working  or  clearing  out  the  said  Pits)  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  to  take  possession  of  the  same,  and  have 
it  valued  by  two  indifferent  persons,  and  transmit  to  this  Con- 
gress their  proceedings  in  the  premises. 

Colonel  Lott  informed  the  Congress  that  seventy  men  in 
Captain  Taylor's  Company,  in  his  Regiment,  are  willing  to 
turn  out  voluntarily  if  they  may  choose  their  own  Officers. 

Answer:  Colonel  Lott  is  desired  to  consult  Colonel  Lash- 
er, and  if  it  is  agreeable  to  him  and  his  corps  of  Officers, 
Congress  have  no  objection. 

A  Certificate  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Gfoifces^er 
County,  dated  29th  May,  1776,  signed  by  Jacob  Kent,  Pre- 
sident, and  attested  by  Peter  Olcott,  Clerk,  was  read  and 
filed.  It  is  thereby  certified  that  they  had  elected  Field  and 
Staff  Officers  for  the  Militia,  to  wit:  Peter  Olcott  Colonel, 
Jacob  Kent  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Israel  Smith  First  Major, 
Thomas  Smith  Second  Major,  John  Slaughter  Adjutant, 
Amos  Chamberlain  Quartermaster. 

And  for  Officers  to  regulate  the  Minute-men,  to  wit: 
Thomas  Johnson  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Joel  Marsh  Major, 
Simeon  Stephens  Adjutant,  Frederick  Smith  Quartermas- 
ter. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  the  Field  and  Staff 
Officers  of  the  Militia  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Certificate, 
and  that  Commissions  for  the  Minute  Officers  remain  for 
future  consideration. 

A  Request  from  the  same  Committee,  signed  and  dated 
as  above,  was  read  and  filed,  requesting  blank  Commissions 
for  10  Captains,  13  Lieutenants,  and  10  Ensigns,  for  the 
Militia ;  and  3  Captains,  6  Lieutenants,  and  3  Ensigns,  of 
the  Minute-men. 

Ordered,  That  blank  Commissions  for  the  Militia  Offi- 
cers be  sent.  Those  for  the  Minute  Officers,  to  remain  for 
consideration. 

A  Letter  received  some  days  ago  from  Augustus  Van 
Home  and  others,  confined  by  the  General  Committee  of 
New-York,  was  again  read,  and  taken  into  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  it  lay  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the 
Members. 

Whereas  doubts  have  arisen  respecting  the  true  construc- 
tion of  a  certain  Association  ordered  by  the  late  Committee 
of  Safety  of  this  Colony  to  be  presented  for  subscription  to 
the  inhabitants  thereof: 

Resolved,  That  all  doubts  respecting  the  true  construc- 
tion of  the  said  Association  ought  to  be  removed,  and  that 
a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  Resolu- 
tion for  that  purpose.  ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Hobart,  and  Mr.  Jay, 
be  the  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Privates  of  the  Brigade  now  raising 
to  reinforce  the  Continental  Army,  who,  when  discharged, 
may  choose  to  dispose  of  their  Arms  to  the  Congress  of  this 
Colony,  shall  be  paid  the  full  value  of  the  same,  to  be  as- 
certained by  proper  persons,  under  oath,  for  that  purpose, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Congress  of  this  Colony. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  a  negro  man  slave,  the 
property  of  Colonel  Edmund  Fanning,  with  one  or  two  other 
negroes  or  mulattoes,  have  been  apprehended  by  the  Pro- 
vost Guard  as  dangerous  persons : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  committed  to  the  Jail  of  the  City 
and  County  of  New-  York. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Philip  Livingston,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr. 
Morris,  be  a  Committee  to  take  their  examinations. 

Ordered,  That  the  Jailer  of  the  said  Jail  bring  the  said 
persons  before  the  said  Committee  at  any  time  and  place 
they  may  order  and  appoint. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Remsen,  Mr.  Tompkins,  and  Mr. 
Hobart,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  whether  any  and  what 
bounties  are  necessary  for  encouraging  the  manufacturing  of 
Salt,  Saltpetre,  Gunpowder,  Gun-locks,  and  Gun-barrels,, 
and  report  as  soon  as  possible. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Haviland, 
and  Mr.  Hobart,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  and  report  ways 
and  means  for  providing  places  of  safety  in  the  country  for 
the  poor  inhabitants  of  this  City  in  case  of  an  invasion. 

Mr.  Sands  informed  the  Congress  that,  in  consequence  of 
an  order  of  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  he  had  exported  a 
cargo  of  Flour,  &,c.,  to  St.  Eustatia,  consigned  to  Mr.  Sa- 
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muel  Curson;  that  the  proceeds  of  tlie  cargo  had  been  ship- 
ped in  Gunpowder  and  Medicines,  wiiicli  said  Gunpowder 
and  Medicines  was  taken  by  the  Ministerial  Navy;  that  there 
is  a  balance  due  to  Mr.  Curson  of  64 1  pieces  of  eight  and 
4  bits.  Mr.  Satids  requested  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for 
the  payment  of  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sandjs's  application  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Pay-Table.  * 

Wednesday  morniag,  June  19,  1776. 
Tlie  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present : 

For  Nkw-York. — Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Hallett,  Captain  Rutgers, 
Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  Remsen,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Ran- 
dall, Mr.  P.  Van  Zandt. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Ganesvoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Hobart. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr.  Paul  Schenck, 
Colonel  M.  Graham. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Haviland,  Mr. 
Tompkins,  Colonel  L.  Graham. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

For  Queen's. — Mr.  Smith. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 

Brigadier-General  Woodhull  being  absent,  John  Haring, 

Esq.,  was  unanimously  chosen  President  pro  tempore. 

Mr.  Randall  appointed  and  sworn  as  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  dealing  with  disaffected  persons,  in  the  stead  of 
Mr.  Haring. 

Mr.  Schenck  informed  the  Congress  that  Mr.  Benson, 
Chairman  o(  Dutchess  County  Committee,  is  attending  at 
the  door,  and  has  something  to  lay  before  the  Congress  re- 
lative to  the  said  County. 

Mr.  Benson  was  admitted.  He  informed  Congress  of 
the  late  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Dutchess  Coun- 
ty with  respect  to  disaffected  persons  in  said  County;  that 
the  Militia  in  the  said  County  have  been  called  out  so  fre- 
quently for  the  purpose  of  quieting  and  apprehending  disaf- 
fected persons  as  to  make  it  necessary,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
said  Committee,  to  imbody  and  keep  in  constant  pay,  about 
one  hundred  and  6fty  men. 

•  New- York,  June  20, 1776. — On  Tuesday,  the  18th  instant,  an  ele- 
gant entertainment  was  given  by  our  Provincial  Congress  to  his  Excel- 
lency General  Waahington  and  his  suite,  the  General  and  Staff  Officers, 
and  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  different  Regiments  in  and  nsar  this 
city;  when  the  following  Toasts  were  drunk,  viz: 

1.  The  Congress. 

2.  The  American  Army. 

3.  The  American  Fleet. 

4.  The  Colony  of  J^'cTv-York, 

5.  The  Protesting  Lords. 

6.  The  President  of  South-  Carolina. 

7.  Mr.  Burke. 

8.  Dr.  Price. 

9.  The  friends  of  America  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

10.  The  patriotick  Citizens  of  London. 

11.  The  Whigs  throughout  the  British  Empire. 

12.  The  friends  to  the  rights  of  mankind  in  every  part  of  the  earth. 

13.  Freedom  to  those  who  have  virtue  to  defend  ju 

14.  May  the  strength  of  the  British  Constitution  expel  the  poison  of 
corruption. 

15.  May  Placemen  and  Pensioners  never  find  seats  in  American  Sen- 
ates. 

16.  May  justice  and  mutual  confidence  perpetuate  the  Union  of  the 
Colonies. 

1 7.  May  the  industry  of  the  Americans  be  equal  to  the  natural  re- 
sources of  their  country. 

18.  May  the  ruins  of  the  British  Empire  crush  those  who  undermined 
its  pillars. 

19.  May  no  injuries  erase  from  our  bosoms  the  sentiments  of  huma- 
nity. 

20.  May  liberty  bestow  laurels  on  her  virtuous  sons. 

21.  May  the  crowns  of  tyrants  be  crowns  of  thorns. 

22.  May  the  fair  Genius  of  England  cease  to  prostitute  herself  to  the 
•laves  of  .imericans. 

23.  May  the  generous  sons  of  St.  Patrick  expel  all  the  venemous 
reptiles  of  Britain. 

24.  May  the  clear  streams  of  Lil)erty  mix  with  the  waters  of  Tweed. 

25.  The  memory  of  the  virtuous  Hampden. 

26.  The  immortal  memory  of  William  III. 
37.  The  memory  of  the  victorious  George  U. 

28.  The  memory  of  the  late  noble  Lord  Howe. 

29.  The  memory  of  the  patriotick  fVarren. 

30.  The  memory  of  the  brave  Montgomery. 

31.  Civil  and  Religious  liberty  to  all  mankind. 


Mr.  Benson  was  requested  to  draw  up  a  statement  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  said  County,  and  of  the  requisitions  of 
the  said  Committee,  in  writing,  and  deliver  the  same  in  this 
afternoon. 

A  Certificate  of  Militia  Officers  chosen  to  the  South 
District  of  I^ewtoivn,  in  Queen's  County,  dated  June  17th, 
signed  Jonathan  Lawrence  and  Samuel  Morrel,  was  read ; 
whereby  it  appears  that  Benjamin  (Joe  was  chosen  Captain, 
Robert  Furman  Fii-st  Lieutenant,  Benjamin  North  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Jonah  Hallett  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  those  gentlemen, 
and  they  were  issued  accordingly. 

Several  Members  being  out  on  Committees,  the  Congress 
adjourned  till  four  o'clock,  this  afternoon. 

Wednesday  afternoon,  June  19,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Mr.  Haring,  President  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Denning,  Mr.  Bancker, 

Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Van  Corilandt,  Mr.  Remsen. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Hobart. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Graham,  Mr.  P.  Schenck. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Tompkins,  Colonel  L.  Graham, 

M  r.  Haviland. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Queen's. — Mr.  Smith. 
For  Cumberland. —  Colonel  Marsh. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Corielyou. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Tryon. — ^Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Taylor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
quested to  deliver  to  Colonel  Malcom,  or  his  order,  the  Oil 
which  was  taken  out  of  the  Light-House  some  time  since, 
and  that  Colonel  Makom  be  requested  to  take  charge  of 
and  keep  the  same  till  further  orders. 

Egbert  Benson,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  Dutchess  County  Com- 
mittee, attended,  pursuant  to  order  of  this  morning,  with  a 
written  statement  of  the  reasons  and  requisition  of  the  said 
Committee;  which  being  read,  Mr.  Benson  then  withdrew. 
The  Congress  took  the  same  into  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Members  of  Dutchess,  Westchester,  and  Ulster 
Counties,  who  are  requested  to  report  in  the  morning. 

A  Letter  from  AbrahamYates,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Albany,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
Resolve  of  this  House  of  the  13th  instant,  with  an  assurance 
that  they  will  exert  themselves  in  the  execution  thereof,  was 
read  and  filed. 

A  Memorial  or  Petition  of  Alexander  Robinson,  George 
Lindsay,  Peter  Sim,  and  Marinus  Willct,  requesting  some 
encouragement  in  the  manufacturing  of  Salt,  was  read  and 
filed. * 

'To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  New-York. 

The  subscribers,  actuated  by  a  real  concern  for  the  welfare  of  their 
country,  are  willing  to  erect  and  carry  on  proper  works  in  some  conve- 
nient and  safe  place  or  places,  on  the  Sound,  for  the  purpose  of  manu- 
facturing the  best  blown  Salt.  They  can  deliver  from  one  pan,  if  not 
interrupted,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  bushels  per  week,  and  if  they 
shall  be  enabled  to  set  up  a  sufficient  number  of  pans,  they  will  engage 
to  make  as  much  of  said  Salt  as  shall  be  wanted  in  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Provinces.  At  present  they  intend  to  erect  only  one  furnace, 
unless  it  shall  be  judged  necessary  that  they  erect  more.  As  the  expenses 
necessary  for  such  an  undertaking  will  be  too  great  to  be  entirely  risk- 
ed by  individuals  at  this  critical  time,  they  beg  leave  to  make  the  follow- 
ing proposals  to  the  honourable  Congress,  viz  : 

'J'hat  as  the  erecting  of  the  works  will  cost  upwards  of  £1,000,  and  a 
considerable  expense  will  be  required  to  carry  on  the  same,  and  notwith- 
standing all  the  care  of  the  proprietors,  as  well  in  providing  a  place  of 
safety  and  otherwise,  it  may  so  happen  that  the  works  may  be  destroyed 
by  the  enemy:  the  subscribers,  therefore,  humbly  propose  that  the  sum  of 
£500  be  advanced  by  the  Congress  to  them,  without  interest,  for  one  year 
and  a  half,  towards  enabling  them  to  erect  one  furnace,  and  that  the  Con- 
gress accept  their  conjunct  bond  for  said  sum,  payable  only  on  this  con- 
dition, that  the  design  of  the  undertaking  shall  not  be  defeated,  within  the 
above-mentioned  time,  by  accident  arising  from  the  precarious  and  unset- 
tled state  of  publick  afl'airs,  as  the  subscribers  would  be  sliil  such  great  suf- 
ferers, should  such  an  accident  happen,  that  they  could  not  carry  on  the 
said  Salt  works  for  the  space  of  eighteen  months,  although  they  were  freed 
from  the  burden  of  paying  back  the  money  they  had  received  from  the 
honourable  Congress. 

As  this  undertaking  is  more  for  the  benefit  of  this  Province  than  any 
private  advantage  to  themselves,  they  therefore  hope  that  the  honourable 
Congress  will  give  them  such  encouragement  as  to  enable  them  to  set  the 
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Ordered,  To  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  encou- 
raging Manufactories  of  Salt,  Saltpetre,  &,c. 

A  Letter  from  Robert  Boyd,  Jun.,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ulster  County,  dated  New-Paltz,  14th  /«fte,1776, 
relative  to  an  order  for  one  thousand  pounds  of  Gunpowder 
ordered  by  this  Congress  for  the  use  of  the  County  of  Ul- 
ster, was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Robert  Boyd,  Chairman  of  Ulster  County 
Committee,  dated  14th  June,  in  answer  to  a  Letter  from  this 
Congress  to  the  said  Committee,  requesting  them  to  make 
inquiry  into  and  inform  this  Congress  of  the  reasons  of  the 
two  sets  of  Credentials  being  sent  from  the  said  Committee 
to  this  House,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  reasons  of  Colonel  Johannes  Hardenburgh,  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Ulster  County  Committee,  which  he  assigned  for 
signing  the  said  two  sets  of  Credentials,  and  the  information 
of  Comelim  Schoonmaker  relative  to  the  same  matter,  both 
enclosed  in  Mr.  Boyd's  Letter,  were  also  read  and  filed. 

A  Petition  of  Garret  Roorback,  praying  to  be  recommend- 
ed to  General  Washington  as  Barrackmaster  for  this  City, 
was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.* 

A  Petition  o(  Azor  Betts,  (confined  by  order  of  this  House 
for  inoculating  for  the  Small-Pox,)  praying  to  be  discharged. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  f 

Mr.  Tredwell  and  Captain  Denning  have  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  a  few  days. 

Thursday  morning,  June  20, 1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Mr.  John  Haring,  President ^ro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  Sands, 

Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt. 
For  Albanv. — Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Rennselaer, 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Hobart. 

manufacturing  of  Salt  agoing,  as  they  are  willing  to  risk  their  own  pri- 
vate property,  along  with  the  publick's,  for  the  general  good  of  these  dis- 
tressed Colonies,  and  this  Province  in  particular. 

Alexaitder  RoBGRTSoir,  Petkr  Sim, 

Gkorge  Lihdbat,  Marikds  Willet. 

*  To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  in  the  City  o/"New-York. 
The  Memorial  of  Garret  Roorback,  of  the  said  City,  humbly  aho-w- 

eth: 

That,  on  the  18th  day  of  January  last,  your  Memorialist  was  appoint- 
ed, by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Barrackmaster  for  the  City  and  County 
of  J\/'e-w-Yorh.  That  he  has  acted  in  that  capacity  ever  since,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  said  appointment. 

That  Colonel  Moylan,  who  has  been  lately  appointed  to  the  office  of 
Quartermaster-General,  has  forbid  your  Memorialist  to  execute  the  duty 
of  Barrackmaster  as  aforesaid. 

That  your  Memorialist  is  informed  that  the  appointment  of  a  person 
to  the  office  he  now  enjoys  properly  belongs  to  his  Excellency  General 
Washington, 

That  your  Memorialist,  being  not  well  known  to  his  said  Excellency,  and 
as  the  Committee  of  Safety  w«re  pleased  to  appoint  your  Memorialist  to 
the  office  of  Barrackmaster,  he  makes  no  doubt  that  he  would  be  continued 
in  his  said  office  could  he  obtain  a  recommendation  from  this  honour- 
able House  to  his  said  Excellency. 

Your  Memorialist,  therefore,  humbly  prays  that  this  honourable  House 
would  be  pleased  to  signify  to  his  Excellency  General  fVashiiigton  that 
your  Memorialist  is  a  person  fit  and  capable  (should  this  honourable 
House  judge  him  so  to  be)  to  execute  the  office  of  Barrackmaster  for  the 
City  and  County  of  JVew-York. 

And  your  Memorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

New- York,  June  19, 1776.  Garret  Roorback. 

f  To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony  ofNzw- 

YoHK, 

The  humble  Petition  of  Dr.  Azor  Bstts,  now  confined  in  the  new  Jail 
of  the  City  of  New-York,  most  respectfully  sho-aeth: 

That  your  Petiiioner  has,  for  some  time  past,  been  confined  for  having, 
contrary  to  a  Resolve  of  the  honourable  the  Provincial  Congress,  inocu- 
lated some  Officers  in  the  Continental  service. 

That  he  is  in  great  distress,  owing  to  the  great  expenses  he  for  a  long 
time  past  hath  been  to,  to  lay  in  confinement — his  being  out  of  his  busi- 
ness and  having  a  large  family. 

That  he  is  sorry  for  his  imprudent  conduct,  and  sincerely  wishes  that 
the  Colonies  may  enjoy  the  present  glorious  struggle,  and  enjoy  their 
rights  and  liberties  unviolaled,  and  their  present  contests  be  crowned  with 
success. 

That  the  Petitioner  is  willing  and  desirous  to  be  removed  out  of  the 
Jail,  and  to  be  permitted  to  live  in  the  country.  He  would,  therefore, 
humbly  pray  to  be  removed  to  the  JVorth-Caatle,m  Westchester  Coanty , 
and  have  ihe  liberty  of  riding  ten  or  fifteen  miles  about  the  country  to 
visit  his  patients.  He  will  give  security  not  to  exceed  the  limits  assigned 
him,  and  in  all  things  to  observe  the  orders  of  the  honourable  House. 

And  your  Petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 
Niw  Jau,  yuiur  19, 1776.  AzoR  Betts, 


For  Dutchess. — Mr.  P.  Schenck,  Colonel  M.  Graham, 

Mr.  De  Lavergne. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Tompkins,  Mr.  Ha- 

viland.  Colonel  L.  Graham. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Queen's. — Mr.  Smith. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Colonel  Cortclyou. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

Colonel  Allison  took  the  general  oath  of  secrecy. 

The  Committee  appointed  yesterday  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  requisition  of  the  Committee  of  Dutchess  County 
relative  to  the  raising  a  number  of  men  to  keep  peace  and 
order,  and  to  suppress  the  disaffected  in  the  said  County, 
reported  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  do  report :  That  whereas  there  are  sun- 
dry disaffected  and  dangerous  persons  in  the  Counties  of 
Dutchess  and  Westchester,  who  do  now  greatly  disturb  the 
peace  of  the  said  Counties,  and  will  most  probably  take  up 
arms  whenever  the  enemy  shall  make  a  descent  upon  the 
Colony,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  said  Counties  in  par- 
ticular, and  of  other  the  good  people  of  this  Colony :  And 
whereas  by  reason  of  the  several  drafts  which  have  been 
made  in  the  said  Counties,  according  to  the  late  recommen- 
dation of  the  Continental  Congress,  the  Militia  thereof  are 
rendered  incapable  of  keeping  peace  and  order  in  the  said 
Counties  without  great  inconvenience  to  themselves  and 
much  injury  to,  and  neglect  of,  their  private  property ;  and 
inasmuch  as  the  interest  of  this  Colony  may  be  materially 
affected  by  any  dissensions  which  may  prevail  in  the  said 
Counties  while  the  Continental  Troops  are  engaged  in  the 
defence  of  those  Counties  more  immediately  exposed  to  the 
inroads  of  the  enemy:  Your  Committee  are,  therefore,  of 
opinion  that  it  will  be  prudent  to  take  into  the  service  of 
this  Congress  one  hundred  men  in  Dutchess  County,  officers 
included,  and  fifty  men,  officers  included,  in  Westchester 
County;  the  said  men  to  be  raised  in  the  said  Counties  re- 
spectively, and  confined  to  the  service  of  those  Counties,  and 
to  continue  in  pay  until  the  1st  day  of  November  next,  un- 
less sooner  discharged  by  this  or  a  future  Congress. 

The  same  being  read,  and  again  read  paragraph  by  par- 
agraph, and  the  question  was  put  on  the  Preamble,  which 
was  agreed  to,  except  as  to  the  second  clause  thereof,  to 
which  Mr.  John  Van  Cortlandt  requested  his  dissent  to  be 
entered. 

The  last  clause  of  the  said  Report  being  then  read,  de- 
bates arose  ;  and  the  question  being  put,  whether  the  House 
will  approve  of  the  said  clause  as  it  now  stands  ?  Debates 
arose ;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative, in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  ^fflrmalive.  For  the  JVegative. 
4  Westchester,  2  Charlotte, 

4  Ulster,  8  New-York. 
3  Richmond,                               — 

5  Dutchess,  10  votes. 
2  King's, 

_3  Orange.  Tryon  divided. 

20  votes. 

The  question  being  then  put,  whether  the  Congress  agree 
with  their  Committee  in  said  Report?  Debates  again  arose ; 
and  the  question  being  put,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in 
manner  following,  to  wit: 


For  the  .Affirmative. 

4  Westchester, 

4  Ulster, 

2  Richmond, 

5  Dutchess, 

2  King's, 

3  Orange. 

20  rotes. 


For  the  JVegathe. 
2  Charlotte. 

MiD-York  divided  by  Mr. 

Scott's  coming  in. 
Tryon  divided. 


Thereupon,  Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  agree  with 
their  Committee  in  the  said  Report. 

Mr.  Morris  then  moved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  draw  up  and  report  an  arrangement  of  the  rank  of  the 
Officers,  of  their  pay  and  subsistence,  as  well  as  the  pay 
and  subsistence  of  the  Privates ;  and  the  most  advantageous 
manner  to  raise  the  said  men.  Debates  arose.  The  ques- 
tion being  put  on  the  said  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  affir- 
mative, in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say; 
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For  the  ./iJirmaUve.  For  the  A'egative. 

4  Westchester,  2  Charlotte. 

4  Ulster, 

2  Richmond,  JVevi-Tork  divided. 

5  Dutchess, 

2  King's, 

3  Orange, 
3  Tryon. 

23  votes. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Morris  Graham,MT.Paul Schencic, 
and  Mr.  Tompkins,  be  the  Committee,  and  to  report  with  all 
possible  speed. 

Mr.  HaUett  requested  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days, 
and  that  he  be  dismissed  from  the  Committee  of  Secrecy. 

Agreed,  unanimously,  That  Mr.  Halktt  have  leave  of  ab- 
sence, and  that  he  be  henceforth  discharged  from  the  said 
Committee,  and  absolved  from  the  qualifications  and  oath 
by  him  taken  as  a  member  thereof. 

A  Letter  from  Thomas  Brown,  a  Quaker,  complaining  of 
his  being  drafted  out  of  the  Militia,  was  read. 

Referred  to  General  Scott. 

Thursday  afternoon,  June  20,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  tempore. 
For  New-York. — General  Scott,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Van 

Zandt,  Mr.  Jay. 
For  Albant. — Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Kemselaer. 
For  Ulster. — Major  Parks,  Colonel  Hasbrouck. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  De  Lavergne. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye,  Mr.  Allison. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Hohart. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Mr.  Haviland, 

Mr.  Morris. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

Whereas  the  Secret  Committee,  appointed  the  17th  inst., 
have  represented  to  this  Congress  that  they  have  discovered 
certain  dangerous  persons  who  ought  to  be  arrested : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee,  or  any  two  of  them, 
do  cause  such  persons  to  be  apprehended  and  secured  in 
such  manner  as  they  may  think  most  prudent,  and  that  they 
have  authority  either  to  employ  the  Militia  or  obtain  detach- 
ments of  Continental  troops  from  the  Commander-in-Chief 
for  that  purpose,  and  that  they  be  so  far  absolved  from  their 
oaths  of  secrecy  as  may  be  necessary  thereto. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Edward  Fleming,  (enclosing  the 
Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  dated 
the  29th  day  of  August,  1775,  appointing  him  Deputy  Adju- 
tant-General in  the  Continental  Army,  with  the  rank  of  Co- 
lonel,) wherein  he  assigns  the  reasons  for  his  resignation  of 
the  said  office,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  the  New-  York  Delegates  at  Continental 
Congress,  dated  June  17,  1776,  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  the  Letter  from  this  Congress,  in  answer  to  their  former 
Letter  on  the  subject  of  Independence,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Cornelius  Steenrod,  dated  this  day, 
was  read  and  filed,  recommending  Isaac  Ryckman  a  Second 
Lieutenant. 

Mr.  Hobart,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
and  report  ways  and  means  to  prevent  the  extravagant  price 
of  Salt,  introduced  the  Report  of  the  said  Committee ;  which 
he  read  in  his  place.     After  some  time  spent  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Hobart  being  the  only  Member  of  the  said  Committee 
present,  the  others  being  absent  with  leave,  and  Mr.  Hobart' s 
attendance  being  absolutely  necessary  on  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Moore,  and  Mr.  De  La- 
vergne, be  a  Committee  to  reconsider  the  said  Report,  and 
report  their  proceedings  thereon  with  all  possible  speed. 

Mr.  Jay,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Re- 
solution lor  removing  doubts  which  have  arisen  respecting 
the  true  construction  of  a  certain  Association  ordered  by  the 
late  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony  to  be  presented  for 
subscription  to  the  inhabitants  thereof,  reported  the  follow- 


ing Resolutions ;  which,  being  read,  were  unanimously  ap- 
proved of,  and  are  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  June  20,  1776. 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress,  on  the  14th  day  of 
March  last,  did  recommend  to  the  several  Assemblies,  Con- 
ventions, and  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety  of  the  United 
Colonies,  immediately  to  cause  all  persons  to  be  disarmed 
within  their  respective  Colonies  who  were  notoriously  dis- 
affected to  the  cause  of  America,  or  had  not  associated  and 
refused  to  associate  to  defend  by  arms  these  United  Colo- 
nies against  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  British  fleets  and 
armies :  And  whereas  the  late  Committee  of  Safety  of  this 
Colony  did  thereupon,  on  the  '27th  of  March  aforesaid,  re- 
commend it  to  the  Committees  of  the  several  Cities,  Coun- 
ties, Manors,  Townships,  Precincts,  and  Districts,  in  this 
Colony,  forthwith  to  cause  to  be  disarmed  all  persons  within 
their  respective  districts  who  are  known  to  be  disaffected  to 
the  cause  o(  America,  and  also  all  such  persons  as  should 
refuse  to  sign  the  following  Association,  viz : 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of ,  in 

the  County  of ,  and  Colony  o{  New- York, 

do  voluntarily  and  solemnly  engage,  under  all  the  ties  held 
sacred  among  mankind,  at  the  risk  of  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
to  defend  by  arms  the  United  American  Colonies  against  the 
hostile  attempts  of  the  British  fleets  and  armies,  until  the 
present  unhappy  controversy  between  the  two  countries  shall 
be  settled." 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  objected  to  the  said  form  of 
an  Association,  that,  by  obliging  the  subscribers  or  Associa- 
tors  in  such  general  and  express  terms  to  defend  the  United 
Colonies  by  arms  against  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  British 
fleets  and  armies,  it  deprived  them  of  the  rights  reserved  by 
the  Militia  Regulations,  and  imposed  on  them  the  necessity 
of  marching  to  the  most  distant  of  the  Colonies  whenever 
called  upon ;  which  construction  of  the  said  Association,  how- 
ever new  and  casuistical,  is  inconsistent  and  fallacious,  it 
being  manifest  that  the  Militia  Regulations  could,  by  no  rule 
of  construction,  be  supposed  to  be  repealed  and  abrogated 
by  any  subtile  implications  drawn  from  the  said  Associa- 
tion ;  but  as  some  of  the  friends  to  the  American  cause  have 
been  influenced  by  this  objection  to  refuse  signing  the  said 
Association,  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  been  disarmed,  it 
hath  become  expedient  that  the  said  Association  should  be 
so  explained  as  to  render  it  free  from  specious  as  well  as 
solid  objections ;  and  therefore. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  nothing  in  the  said  Associa- 
tion contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to 
deprive  those  who  have  subscribed  it  of  any  rights  reserved 
to  them  in  and  by  the  said  Militia  Regulations. 

vVnd  to  the  end  that  all  the  freemen  of  this  Colony  may 
associate  for  the  preservation  of  American  liberty  in  a  form 
entirely  unexceptionable. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  following  form  of  an 
Association  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  recommended  to  them,  viz : 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of ,  in  the 

County  of ,  and  Colony  of  New-  York,  do  most 

solemnly  declare  that  the  claims  of  the  British  Parliament 
to  bind  at  their  discretion  the  people  of  the  United  Colonies 
in  America  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  are,  in  our  opinion, 
absurd,  unjust,  and  tyrannical,  and  that  the  hostile  attempts 
of  their  fleets  and  armies  to  enforce  submission  to  those 
wicked  and  ridiculous  claims  ought  to  be  resisted  by  arms. 
And  therefore  we  do  engage  and  associate,  under  all  the 
ties  which  we  respectively  hold  sacred,  to  defend  by  arms 
these  United  Colonies  against  the  said  hostile  attempts,  agree- 
able to  such  laws  or  regulations  as  our  Representatives  in 
the  Congresses  or  future  General  Assemblies  of  this  Colony 
have  or  shall  for  that  purpose  make  and  establish." 

And  that  all  persons  who  have  been  disarmed  for  refusing 
to  associate  with  their  countrymen  for  the  defence  of  the 
United  Colonies,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  late  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  as  aforesaid  may  have  no  pretence  to  com- 
plain of  injustice,  and  that  they  inay  have  a  fair  opportunity 
of  convincing  the  publick  that  their  refusal  to  sign  the  said 
Association  did  not  arise  from  a  disinclination  to  defend  the 
rights  of  America,  but  merely  from  objections  to  sign  to  the 
form  of  the  said  Association,  and  thereby  be  restored  to  the 
privilege  of  beaiing  ai'ms  in  support  of  a  cause  so  important 
and  so  glorious : 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  all  persons  (other  than  those 
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whom  the  Committees  of  the  several  Counties  shall  adjudge 
to  be  notoriously  disaffected  to  the  American  cause)  who 
have  not  associated  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  late  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  as  aforesaid,  be  called  upon  (by  persons  to 
be  appointed  by  the  said  Committees  of  the  several  Coun- 
ties) and  requested  to  subscribe  the  Association  contained 
and  recommended  in  and  by  these  Resolutions. 

And  Resolved,  further,  That  all  such  of  the  said  persons 
as  shall  subscribe  the  same  (other  than  notoriously  disaffect- 
ed persons  as  aforesaid)  ought  to  be  considered  and  treated 
as  friends  to  their  country ;  and  that  all  arms  taken  from 
them,  and  not  disposed  of  to  the  Continental  Troops,  be  re- 
stored to  them  ;  and  that  care  be  taken  that  they  respectively 
be  paid  the  full  price  allowed  for  such  of  their  arms  as  may 
have  been  delivered  to  the  Continental  Troops  as  aforesaid. 
And  further,  that  all  such  of  the  said  persons  as  shall  refuse 
to  subscribe  the  same  (together  with  all  notorious  disaffected 
persons)  be  forthwith  (if  not  already  done)  disarmed,  and 
required  on  oath  to  declare  and  discover  whether  the  arms 
so  to  be  taken  from  them  be  all  the  arms  they  respectively 
have  or  had  ;  and  if  not,  where  the  residue  thereof,  to  the  best 
of  there  knowledge  and  belief,  are  deposited  and  may  be 
found  ;  and  that  such  of  them  as  shall  refuse  to  take  such 
oath,  be  committed  to  safe  custody  till  they  will  consent  to 
take  it. 

Resolved,  unanimoiisly ,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  re- 
commended to  the  Committees  of  the  several  Counties  in 
this  Colony  to  carry  the  aforesaid  Resolutions  into  execution 
with  diligence  and  punctuality. 

Ordered,  That  the  aforegoing  Resolutions  be  forthwith 
printed  in  all  the  Gazettes  or  Newspapers  published  in  this 
City,  and  in  one  thousand  handbills  for  the  use  of  the 
Counties. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Resolutions  be  read  to  every  per- 
son to  whom  tlie  Association  thereby  recommended  shall  be 
offered  for  subscription. 

Isaac  Ketcham,  who  was  examined  by  this  Congress  on 
the  17th  instant,  being  this  day  further  examined,  says,  that 
in  his  last  examination  he  mentioned  a  certain  Colonel  fVebb 
as  being  now  in  the  character  of  a  private  gentleman  in 
New-England,  bribing  leading  people  there.  This  exami- 
nant  says  that  he  was  mistaken  in  the  name  of  that  person, 
and  that  he  is  a  Major  Brown,  who  was  a  Major  in  the  re- 
gular service  last  war. 

Friday  morning,  June  21,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Livingston,  Colonel  Stoutenhurgh, 

Colonel  Remsen,  Mr.  Randall,  General  ikott,  Mr.  Jay. 

Mr.  Morris  on  a  Committee. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Mr.  Haviland, 

Mr.  Tompkins. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Hobart. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Schenck,  Colonel  Graham,  Mr.  De 

Lavergne,  Mr.  Vanderbergh. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart  and  Colonel  Stouienburgh  be 
a  Committee  to  contract  with  Jeremiah  Allen  for  making 
Gun-locks. 

Mr.  Vanderbergh,  a  Member  of  Dutchess  County,  ap- 
peared, took  his  seat,  and  was  sworn  to  the  general  oath  of 
secrecy. 

A  Letter  from  Robert  H.  Harrison,  General  Washing- 
ton's Secretary,  enclosing  a  Letter  from  General  Hand,  rela- 
tive to  a  suspected  dangerous  man  named  Samuel  Witten, 
was  received  and  read.  * 

•New- York,  June  20,  1776. 

Sib:  The  bearer  of  this  having  brought  a  certain  Samurl  Wootten  to 

Head-Quarters  for  having  declared  and  avowed,  as  it  is  said,  sentiments 

inimical  to  the  American  cause,  and  his  Excellency  not  being  here,  I  have 

thought  proper  to  refer  him  to  the  examination  of  your  honourable  body, 


Ordered,  That  the  said  Letters  be  referred  to  the  Secret 
Committee. 

A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  dated  at 
Philadelphia,  June  18,  1776,  was  read.  He  therein  recom- 
mends to  the  Convention  o(  Neiv-York  to  empower  the 
General  at  Netv-  York  to  call  such  parts  of  the  Militia  to  his 
assistance  as  may  be  necessary  to  repel  the  enemy. 

A  Resolution  of  Continental  Congress,  of  the  17th  inst., 
recommending  the  measure  recommended  in  the  Letter  of 
John  Hancock,  Esq.,  and  further  recommendation  to  em- 
power the  said  Commander-in-Chief  to  impress  Carriages 
and  Water-craft,  when  necessary,  for  the  publick  service,  and 
also  to  remove  Ships  and  other  Vessels  in  the  Hudson  and 
the  East  Rivers,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  them  from  the 
enemy,  was  also  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Ebenezer  Haviland,  Surgeon  to  the  Fourth 
or  Colonel  Wynkoop's  Regiment  of  the  New-  York  Troops, 
dated  this  day,  relative  to  a  Medicine  Chest,  was  read  and 
filed. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  be  request- 
ed to  procure  a  proper  Chest  of  Medicine  for  Colonel  Wyn- 
koop's Regiment,  and  forward  the  same  to  the  said  Regi- 
ment as  soon  as  possible. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  and  Resolution  received  this 
day  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock  be  committed  to 
the  consideration  of  Colonel  Blackwell,  Mr.  Gansevoort, 
Colonel  Allison,  Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Mr.  Journey,  and  Mr. 
Leffertse,  who  are  requested  to  report  thereon  withoat 
delay. 

A  Letter  from  Lawrence  Kortright,  relative  to  some  Can- 
non he  has  to  dispose  of,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  General  Scott  and  Colonel  Malcom  be  a 
Committee  to  wait  upon  General  Washington,  and  represent 
the  subject-matter  of  the  said  Letter  to  him. 

The  Petition  of  John  Carpenter,  Matthew  Gleaves,  and 
Wilber  Wood,  setting  forth  that  Daniel  Inshw,  a  Butcher, 
had  by  force  taken  from  the  said  Wilber  Wood  eleven  head 
of  Cattle,  which  were  brought  from  the  country  by  the  said 
Wilber  Wood  for  the  said  John  Carpenter  and  Matthew 
Gleaves,  was  read  and  filed.* 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Daniel  Inslow  attend  this 

as  has  been  customary  in  such  cases.    The  enclosed  letter  was  sent  upon 
the  subject  by  Colonel  Hand, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  Robert  H.  Harrison,  Secretary. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  June  21, 1776. — A  Letter  from 
General  Washington's  Secretary,  enclosing  a  Letter  from  another  person, 
relative  to  a  suspected  and  dangerous  man,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letters  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed 
to  carry  into  execution  the  Resolvfes  of  this  House  against  persons  whose 
characters  are  equivocal  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  Colonies. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes:  Robert  Benson,  Secretary. 

*To  the  Honourable  Members  of  the  Congress  at  this  time  convened  for  Ae  Pro- 
vide o/NEW-YoBif. 
The  humble  Petition  o/ John  Carpenter,  Sen.,  and  Matthew  Gleves, 
Victuallers,  and  Willbur  Wood,  Drover,  shmoeth : 

That  the  said  fVillbur  fVood  has  been  employed  by  the  said  John  Car- 
penter and  Malthevi  Gleves  as  a  drover,  to  purchase  cattle  for  them  in 
the  country;  that  be  had  purchased  eleven  head  of  neat  cattle  for  them 
on  the  16th  of  June  instant,  set  out  with  them  from  his  place  of  abode 
in  Dutchess  County,  in  this  Province ;  that  yesterday  evening,  about 
four  o'clock,  after  said  fVillbur  IVood  had  delivered  the  cattle  at  Richard 
Verian's,  the  BuWs-Head,  in  the  Bo-wery  Lane,  for  said  Carpenter  and 
Gleves,  he  went  over  to  acquaint  them  of  having  brought  such  cattle, 
and  where  he  had  left  them  ;  that  on  his  return  to  JVewYork,  near  the 
fly  Market  he  met  with  one  Mr.  Daniel  Inslow  and  two  other  persons, 
who  invited  said  fVillbur  Wood  to  go  with  them  and  drink  some  beer, 
which  he  did,  as  having  been  before  acquainted  with  said  Inslow,  when 
in  discourse,  said  Wood  was  asked  if  he  did  not  bring  down  cattle  for  said 
Carpenter  and  Gleves,  which  he  answered  in  the  affirmative.  They 
then  replied  that  Carpenter  should  have  none  of  them,  for  if  he  had, 
said  Wood  would  meet  with  trouble,  and  directed  him  to  come  to  said 
Bergen's,  this  day,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  he  should  be 
paid  for  them  by  the  said  Mr.  Inslow.  That  said  Carpenter  and  Gleves 
have  frequently  supplied  the  Continental  troops  with  provision,  and  said 
Carpenter  at  this  time  supplied  two  of  the  hospitals ;  and  if  these  cattle 
are  wanted  for  the  troops,  they  are  very  willing  they  should  part  with  the 
cattle  for  that  purpose ;  but  if  that  is  not  so,  your  Petitioners  most  humbly 
pray  that  this  honourable  Board  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  premises  into 
consideration,  and  make  such  order  as  shall  appear  necessary  for  the  said 
cattle  to  be  restored  to  your  Petitioners,  John  Carpenter,  Sen.,  and  Mat- 
thew Gleves,  who  wait  on  this  honourable  Board  with  this  their  humble 
Petition,  to  give  such  further  account  and  satisfiiction  in  the  premises  as 
this  honourable  Board  may  require. 

John  Carpenter,        Willbur  Wood. 
Matthew  Gleaves, 

New-York,  Friday  morning,  June  21,  1776. 
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Congress  immediately,  and  that  the  Doorkeeper  inform  him 
of  this  Order. 

Mr.  Nicholas  l/ow attending,  produced  an  Account  against 
the  Conoress  of  tliis  Colony  for  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  three  pounds  of  Gunpowder,  at  the  rate  of  £30  per 

hundred. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Irea- 
surer  of  this  Congress,  pay  unto  Mr.  Nicholas  Low  the  sum 
of  £450  I8s.,  in  full  for  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
three  pounds  Gunpowder,  purchased  of  him  hy  order  of  this 
Congress,  for  this  Colony,  on  the  16th  April  last,  and  take 
his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Daniel  Inslow  attending,  was  called  in,  as  also  the  com- 
plainants; who  were  respectively  heard. 

Thereupon,  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Daniel  Inslow 
do  immediately  redeliver  to  fVilber  Wood  the  Cattle  which 
he  took  from  him,  and  that  he  see  them  safely  driven  to  the 
yard  from  which  they  were  driven. 

The  said  Daniel  Inslow  being  called  in  again,  and  the 
Order  read  to  him,  he  was  reprimanded  from  the  Chair  for 
his  imprudent  conduct,  and  discharged. 

Brigadier-General  Scott  represented  to  the  House  that 
the  service  rendered  it  necessary  that  a  Major  of  Brigade  be 
immediately  appointed  to  the  detachment  of  Militia  under 
his  command,  and  requested  the  Congress  to  appoint  a  per- 
son to  that  office. 

Thereupon,  Resolved,  That  General  Scott  be  authorized 
and  requested  to  nominate  and  appoint  such  person  to  said 
office  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

Whereupon,  General  Scott  nominated  and  appointed  Mr. 
Nicholas  Fish  to  be  his  Brigade  Major,  and  requested  that  he 
be  commissioned  for  that  purpose ;  which  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

General  Scott  informed  the  Congress  that  the  Majority  in 
Colonel  Lasher^s  Regiment  is  vacant,  and  that  a  Major  is  a 
very  necessary  and  useful  Officer  in  forming  a  new  Regi- 
ment. The  same  being  immediately  taken  into  consider- 
ation, it  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

And  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher,  with  his  Officers, 
be  requested  to  nominate  a  proper  person  for  Major  to  his 
Regiment,  and  return  his  name  to  this  Congress  to  be  com- 
missioned. 

Hubert  Benson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Dutchess 
County,  delivered  into  Congress  a  written  statement  of  a 
charce  of  bribery  and  corruption  in  an  election  for  Officers 
of  a  Militia  Company  in  Rhineheck  Precinct,  and  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  Precinct  Committee  thereon. 

Ordered  to  be  read,  and  that  the  same  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration when  the  present  hurry  of  business  is  over. 

Friday  afternoon,  June  21,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Haring,  President  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Randall,  Colonel  Remsen. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Jfickham. 
For  Ulster. — Major  Parks. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Vanderburgh,  Colonel 

Graham. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Tompkins,  Colonel  Graham. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  make  an  arrangement  of, 
and  report  the  proper  mode  for,  raising  the  two  Companies 
in  Dutchess  County  and  one  Company  in  Westchester  Coun- 
ty, delivered  in  their  Report,  which  was  read ;  and  being 
again  read  paragraph  by  paragraph,  was  agreed  to. 

And  Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  prepare  a  set 
of  Resolves  agreeable  to  the  said  Report,  that  they  be  read  to 
the  House  in  the  morning,  and  if  approved  of,  that  certified 
copies  thereof  be  transmitted  to  the  General  Committee  of 
Dutchess  and  Westchester  Counties. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
General  Committee  of  King's  County  immediately  to  take 


effectual  measures  that  all  the  Boats  and  Craft  in  the  Bay, 
on  the  south  and  southwest  sides  of  the  said  County,  be 
drawn  up  on  the  upland  to  such  a  distance  from  the  water 
as  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  the  disaffected  persons  in 
that  County  from  keeping  up  a  communication  with  the  ene- 
my, and  that  the  Oars  and  Sails  belonging  to  the  said  Boats 
and  Craft  be  secured  in  the  most  effectual  manner. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  Resolution  be 
transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  King's  County,  and  that 
the  President  write  a  Letter  to  the  said  Committee,  and  re- 
quest of  them  to  cause  the  said  Resolution  to  be  carried  into 
execution  without  delay. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Letter  of  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  and  the  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress therein  enclosed,  delivered  their  Report  in  the  form  of 
Resolutions ;  which  were  read.  And  after  some  time  spent  in 
considering  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  Bancker,  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee  for 
auditing  the  Accounts  of  this  Congress,  informed  the  Con- 
gress "that  Captain  Ezekiel  Hyatt,  of  Colonel  McDougaWs 
Regiment,  had  delivered  into  the  said  Committee  the  Billet- 
ing-Roll  of  his  Company ;"  that  the  said  Billeting-Roll  has 
been  examined  by  Mr.  Gerard  Bancker,  and  (bund  to  be 
true  and  right;  that  the  men  of  Captain  Hyatt's  Company 
are  very  mutinous  for  want  of  their  money;  and  as  there  is 
but  one  Member  of  the  said  Committee  in  town,  the  said 
Billeting-Roll  cannot  be  paid  oft' otherwise  than  by  an  order 
from  Congress. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq., 
as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Captain  Ezekiel  Hyatt, 
of  Colonel  McDougaWs  Regiment,  the  sum  of  £  141  li.  I  Id., 
in  full  for  the  billeting  of  the  said  Company. 

The  Petition  of  William  Mackelvain  and  Stephen  Fon- 
tain,  both  confined  in  Jail  by  order  of  the  General  Commit- 
tee of  New-  York,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  General  Commit- 
tee of  New-  York,  who  are  requested  to  take  the  same  into 
consideration. 

Saturday  morning,  June  22,  1776., 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Mr.   Randall,   Colonel    Stoutenburgh, 

Mr.  Fan  Cortlandt. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Hobart. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye,  Mr.  Allison. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Graham,  Mr.  Vanderburgh,  Mr. 

De  Lavergne,  Mr.  Schenck. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Journey,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Graham. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Harper. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell. 

The  Resolutions  for  raising  two  Companies  of  fifty  men 
each,  Officers  included,  in  Dutchess  County,  and  one  Com- 
pany of  fifty  men.  Officers  included,  in  Westchester,  were 
read  ;  and  being  again  read,  were  unanimously  approved  of, 
and  are  as  follows : 

Whereas  there  are  sundry  disaffected  and  dangerous  per- 
sons in  the  Counties  of  Dutchess  and  Westchester,  who  do 
now  greatly  disturb  the  peace  of  the  said  Counties,  and  will 
most  probably  take  up  arms  whensoever  the  enemy  shall 
make  a  descent  upon  this  Colony,  to  the  great  annoyance  of 
the  said  Counties  in  particular,  and  of  other  the  good  people 
of  this  Colony :  And  whereas  by  reason  of  the  several  drafts 
which  have  been  made  in  the  said  Counties,  according  to  the 
late  recommendation  of  the  Continental  Congress,  the  Mili- 
tia thereof  are  rendered  incapable  of  keeping  peace  and 
order  in  the  said  Counties  without  great  inconvenience  to 
themselves  and  much  injury  to,  and  neglect  of,  their  private 
property :  And  inasmuch  as  the  interest  of  this  Colony  may 
be  materially  affected  by  any  dissensions  which  may  prevail 
in  the  said  Counties  while  the  Continental  Tixx)ps  are  en- 
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gaged  in  the  defence  of  those  Counties  more  immediately 
exposed  to  the  inroads  of  the  enemy :   Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  one  hundred  men,  Officers  included,  be 
raised  in  Dutchess  County,  and  tiiat  fifty  men,  Officers  in- 
cluded, be  raised  in  Westchester  County,  and  taken  into  the 
pay  and  service  of  this  Congress,  and  confined  to  tlie  ser- 
vice of  those  Counties,  and  to  continue  in  pay  until  the  1st 
day  of  November  next,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  this  or  a 
future  Congress  of  this  Colony. 

That  the  one  hundred  men  to  be  raised  in  Dutchess 
County  be  divided  into  two  Companies,  each  Company  to 
consist  of  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  three  Sergeants, 
three  Corporals,  one  Fifer,  one  Drummer,  and  forty  Pri- 
vates ;  and  that  the  fifty  men  to  be  raised  in  Westchester 
County  consist  of  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  three  Ser- 
geants, three  Corporals,  one  Fifer,  one  Drummer,  and  forty 
Privates.  , 

That  the  pay  of  those  three  Companies  be  the  same  as 
the  pay  of  the  Continental  Troops. 

That  the  Captains  be  allowed  18s.  each  per  week,  the 
Lieutenants  12s.  each  per  week,  and  the  Sergeants,  Corpo- 
rals, Fifers,  Drummers,  and  Privates,  8s.  each,  per  week,  in 
lieu  of  all  Rations  and  Subsistence. 

That  Melancthon  Smith  be  appointed  Captain  of  one  of 
the  said  Companies  to  be  raised  in  Dutchess  County,  and 
that  John  Durbin  be  appointed  Captain  of  the  other,  and 
that  Micha  Townsend  be  appointed  Captain  of  the  said 
Company  to  be  raised  in  Westchester  Qouwiy . 

That  the  General  Committees  of  the  said  Counties  be 
authorized  to  nominate  and  appoint  the  Subaltern  Officers 
to  the  said  Companies  in  their  Counties  respectively. 

That  the  said  three  Companies  be  deemed  one  Corps ; 
and  that  Melancthon  Smith  be  Captain  Commandant,  that 
Micha  Townsend  be  the  second  Captain  in  rank,  and  that 
John  Durbin  be  the  third  Captain  in  rank,  in  said  Corps. 

That  the  General  Committees  of  the  said  Counties  be  au- 
thorized and  requested  to  appoint  a  Mustermaster  in  their 
respective  Counties,  to  muster  the  said  Companies,  and  that 
they  transmit  the  names  of  such  Mustermasters  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  audit  the  Accounts  of  this  Congress, 
without  delay. 

That  the  said  three  Companies  be  subject  to  the  order 
and  direction  of  the  General  Committee  of  their  respective 
Counties,  or  such  other  person  or  persons  as  this  or  a  future 
Congress  of  this  Colony  shall  direct. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  aforegoing  Resolu- 
tions be  transmitted  to  the  General  Committees  of  Dutchess 
and  Westchester  Counties. 

And  Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  immediately  issued 
to  the  Captains,  and  that  blank  Commissions  be  sent  to  the 
said  Committees,  to  be  by  them  issued  to  the  Lieutenants. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  President  of  this  Con- 
gress for  the  time  being  be  enabled  to  call  to  his  assistance 
during  the  daily  adjournments  of  this  Congress  any  five  or 
more  of  the  Members,  and  to  take  such  measures  as  they 
shall  judge  necessary  for  the  safety  and  preservation  of  this 
Colony,  and  that  this  power  be  continued  until  Tuesday, 
the  25th  instant,  and  no  longer. 

Lord  Stirling  attending,  was  requested  to  come  in.  He 
informed  the  Congress  that  he  thought  the  Guard  over  the 
Prisoners  at  the  City-Hall  was  insufficient,  and  desired  to 
know  whether  the  Congress  chose  to  have  the  said  Guard 
reinforced. 

The  President,  by  order,  inforined  his  Lordship  that  the 
Congress  requested  of  iiim  to  order  such  reinforcement  as 
he  shall  think  necessary. 

Whereas  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  a  speedy  invasion 
of  this  Colony  by  a  powerful  Fleet  and  Army  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  King  of  Great  Britain:  And  whereas  this 
Congress  are  informed  that  the  Commissary-General  of  the 
Continental  Troops  has  orders,  in  the  purchasing  of  live  Cat- 
tle for  the  use  of  the  Troops,  to  give  the  preference  to  such 
Cattle  as  are  fit  for  use  at  or  near  the  sea-coast  of  the  United 
Colonies : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  in- 
habitants of  this  Colony  at  or  near  the  sea-coasts  to  sell  at  a 
reasonable  price  to  the  said  Commissary-General  or  his  De- 
puty all  such  Cattle  as  he  shall  judge  are  fit  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

And  whereas  disputes  may  arise  about  the  price,  it  is 
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recommended  to  the  Committees  of  the  several  Counties, 
Cities,  Towns,  Manors,  Precincts,  and  Districts,  where  the 
same  shall  happen  respectively,  upon  application  to  them 
from  the  said  Commissary-General  or  his  Deputy  for  the 
purpose,  to  appoint  any  three  indifferent  persons  upon  oath 
to  value  sucii  Cattle,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  said  Com- 
missary-General or  his  Deputy  upon  their  paying  the  amount 
of  such  valuation. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  hereof  be  immediately 
transmitted  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Stores  and  Pro- 
visions, and  that  the  same  be  published  in  all  the  publick 
Newspapers  in  this  Colony. 

Christopher  Duyckinck,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Priva- 
teer Barge  Washington,  attending,  was  admitted.  He  re- 
quested that  a  Commission  be  granted  to  John  Warner  as 
Commander  of  the  said  Barge.  A  Connnission  was  accord- 
ingly issued  to  the  said  John  Warner  as  Commander  of  the 
said  Barge ;  and  the  said  John  Warner  and  James  Riker, 
Esq.,  Attorney  at  Law,  entered  into  bonds,  as  directed  by 
the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  Resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  for  taking 
into  consideration  the  Letter  from  the  Hon.  John  Hancock, 
and  the  Resolve  of  Congress  therein  enclosed,  which  was 
read  yesterday  and  postponed  till  this  morning,  was  again 
read  and  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  Congress  will,  upon  ap- 
plication from  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the 
LTnited  Colonies,  call  to  his  assistance,  when  necessity  shall 
require  it,  such  part  of  the  Militia  of  the  Colony  as  the  said 
Commander-in-Chief  shall  think  necessary  in  case  of  an  in- 
vasion of  this  or  a  neighbouring  Colony,  and  afford  him  such 
other  assistance  as  the  situation  of  affairs  may  require. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  said  Commander-in- 
Chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to 
impress  Carriages  and  Water-craft  within  this  Colony,  when 
necessary,  for  the  publick  service,  and  also  to  remove  Ships 
and  other  Vessels  in  Hudson  and  the  East  Rivers,  for  the 
purpose  of  saving  them  from  the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  aforegoing  Resolu- 
tions be  immediately  transmitted  to  his  Excellency  General 
George  Washington. 

Saturday  afternoon,  June  22,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President ^ro  tern. 
For  New- York. — Mr.  Randall,  Colonel  Stoutenburgh. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Wickham. 
For  Ulster. — Major  Parks. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Graham. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Schenck,  Colonel  Graham,  Mr.  De 

Lavergne. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Harper, 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 

For  the  want  of  a  representation  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
Counties,  the  Congress  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning. 

Sunday  morning,  June  23,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Stoutenburgh. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Hobart. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  P.  Schenck,  Colonel  Graham. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  the  afternoon,  five  o'clock. 

Sunday  afternoon,  June  23,  1776. 
The  same  Members  met,  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning. 
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Monday  morning,  June  24,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  tern. 
For    New-Yokk. — Mr.  Randall,  Colonel  Stoutenburgh, 

Colonel  Broom,  Mr.  Jacob  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  P.  P.  Pan 

Zandt,  Mr.  Banckcr.    Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Livingston  on 

the  Secret  Committee. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Ganscvoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  P.  Schenck,  Colonel  M.  Graham, 

Mr.  De  Lavergne. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  iVickham,  Mr.  Hobart. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster, 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Stoutenburgh  represented  to  Congress 
that  there  are  several  small  young  fellows  in  Colonel  Mal- 
com's  Regiment,  who  have  no  arms  ;  that  Mr.  Norwood  has 
eight  Carbines,  with  Accoutrements,  in  store,  which  are  well 
calculated  for  those  men.  Colonel  Stoutenburgh  requests 
an  order  for  those  amis. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  iVorwoorf  deliver  to  Colo- 
nel Malcom,  or  his  order,  the  eight  Carbines,  with  their  Ac- 
coutrements, which  are  in  store,  to  be  kept  in  the  hands  of 
some  of  the  small  men  of  his  Regiment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norwood,  the  Commissary,  continue 
to  make  and  fill  Cartridges,  of  different  sizes,  to  the  amount 
of  half  a  ton  of  Powder,  in  addition  to  the  former  order. 

A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  of  the  21st 
instant,  enclosing  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  same  date 
for  raising  a  new  Regiment  of  Continental  Troops  in  this 
Colony,  were  respectively  read  and  filed. 

Another  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  of 
the  same  date,  enclosing  a  Resolve  of  the  same  date  direct- 
ing the  different  Colonies  to  provide  Clothing  to  be  laid  up 
in  store  for  the  Continental  Troops,  to  be  disposed  of  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  was  also  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  both  those  Letters  and  Resolves  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee ;  and  that  Colonel  Broome,  Colonel 
Stoutenburgh,  and  Colonel  Rensselaer,  be  the  Committee. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Jesse  WoodhuU,  of  Orange  Coun- 
ty, enclosing  a  Return  of  the  state  of  his  Regiment  of  Mili- 
tia, was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  James  Clinton,  at  the  Fortifications 
in  the  Highlands,  was  read  and  filed.  He  therein  informs 
Congress  that  his  Regiment  has  no  Surgeon,  and  recom- 
mends Petrus  Tappan,  of  Poiighkeepsie,  for  the  office.  * 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  examine  the  Minutes  to 
see  whether  a  Surgeon  is  not  already  appointed  to  the  Re- 
giment. 

Whereas  information  has  been  given  to  this  Congress  that 
sundr)'  persons  on  Nassau-Island,  disaffected  and  inimical  to 
the  American  cause,  are  in  arms,  in  opposition  to  the  civil 
authority  of  this  Colony,  and  with  a  view  of  aiding  the  ene- 
mies of  America  : 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  take  the  most 
speedy  and  effectual  measures  to  disarm  and  secure  all  such 
persons. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  wait  upon  his  said 
Excellency  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  foregoing  Resolu- 
tion. 

By  order  of  the  House  the  President  directed  the  Mem- 
bers to  keep  secret  the  subject  of  the  foregoing  Resolution. 

*  Fort  Coxstitctioit,  June  82,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  There  is  no  Surgeon  appointed  to  my  Regiment  that  I 
know  of,  and  we  are  very  much  in  want  of  one,  having  none  at  all  here 
or  at  Fort  Montgomerif ;  the  one  that  was  appointed  here  for  a  time  is 
gone  to  JVem-York.  I  understand  that  Dr.  Petrus  Tappan,  at  Pough- 
keepsie,  is  willing  to  join  my  Regiment  if  his  apprentice  be  appointed 
his  Mate.  I  need  not  recommend  him  to  any  that  is  acquainted  with 
him,  as  he  is  known  to  be  a  man  of  judgment  and  a  good  Doctor ;  there- 
fore, I  hope  you  will  have  him  appointed,  and  his  apprentice  his  Mate, 
whose  name  I  do  not  recellect.  I  would  be  glad  you  would  send  me  the 
arrangement  of  the  oflicers  in  my  Regiment  if  you  have  it. 

I  am,  sir,  in  haste,  and  remain,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

JiMts  Clistos,  Colonel. 


Monday  ailcrnoon,  June  24,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr. 

Livingston,  General  Scott,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Broome, 

Mr.  Philip  Livingston. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  TredweU. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris.    Colonel  Graham  on  a 

Committee. 
For  Cumberland. — Mr.  Cortelyou,  Mr.  Conner. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Colonel  Graham,  Mr. 

Schenck. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Broome  and  Mr.  TredweU  be  a 
Committee  to  contract  with  some  person  to  furnish  Provi- 
sions for  the  Prisoners  confined  by  order  of  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Morris  delivered  in  an  account  of  Moneys  by  him 
disbursed  necessarily  in  the  business  of  the  Secret  Commit- 
tee of  three,  to  wit :  £.3  iis.  to  William  Leary,  £2  4«.  to 
John  Sweeny. 

Ordered,  That  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Treasurer 
of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Gouvemeur  Morris,  Esq.,  £5  10*., 
for  so  much  advanced  by  him  to  those  persons  for  their  ser- 
vices, by  order  of  the  said  Secret  Committee  appointed  by 
this  Congress. 

Two  Letters  from  Salem  Committee,  relative  to  disaffect- 
ed persons  under  bonds  to  said  Committee,  and  who  have 
forfeited  them,  were  read. 

Ordered,  To  remain  for  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Hobart  informed  Congress  that  he  had,  by  order  of 
the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  directed  Stephen  Kelsey  to  come 
to  this  City  to  assist  in  detecting  a  dangerous  conspiracy  said 
to  be  carrying  on  in  the  Army.  Mr.  Hobart  produced  the 
account  of  the  said  Kelsey,  wherein  he  charges  £-3  for  his 
attendance. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Stephen  Kelsey  the  sum  pf 
£3,  for  his  services  and  attendance  in  New-York  by  order 
of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  19th  instant, 
respecting  the  Clothing  of  the  Troops  raised  and  to  be  raised 
in  this  Colony,  delivered  in  their  Report ;  which,  being  read, 
was  unanimously  approved  of. 

Thereupon,  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curte- 
nius  be  requested  to  procure,  without  delay,  on  account  of 
this  Congress,  and  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  all  the 
coarse  Woollen  Cloth  that  is  for  sale  in  and  about  this  City, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  Coats  for  the  Troops  raised  ^d 
to  be  raised  in  this  Colony  for  the  present  campaign  ;  and 
if  a  sufficient  quantity  for  that  purpose  cannot  be  procured 
in  this  City,  that  he  send  to  the  City  of  Albany  and  the 
Town  of  Schenectady  and  elsewhere,  and  cause  to  be  pur- 
chased as  much  more,  in  addition  to  the  quantity  purchased 
in  this  City,  as  will  be  sufficient  to  make  one  Coat  for  each 
soldier  so  raised  and  to  be  raised,  as  aforesaid. 

That  Colonel  Curtcnius  procure,  without  delay,  at  the 
places  as  aforesaid  and  elsewhere,  brain-dressed  deer's  lea- 
ther, sufficient  to  make  each  soldier  as  aforesaid  one  Waist- 
coat and  one  pair  of  Breeches,  and  that  he  employ  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  hands  to  make  the  said  Coats,  Waistcoats, 
and  Breeches,  with  all  possible  expedition. 

That  Colonel  Curtenius  procure  one  Blanket,  one  Felt 
Hat,  two  Shirts,  two  pair  of  Woollen  Hose,  and  two  pair  of 
Shoes,  for  each  soldier  raised  and  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid ; 
and  that  he  cause  all  tiie  articles  hereby  ordered  to  be  pro- 
cured, to  be  baled,  invoiced,  and  stored  in  proper  places, 
there  to  remain,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  American  Army. 

Mr.  Hobart  represented  to  the  Congress  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  his  going  home,  to  take  care  of  and  provide  places 
of  security  for  his  stock  of  Cattle,  which  are  much  exposed 
to  the  depredations  of  the  enemy;  and  requested  leave  to  go 
home  for  a  few  days,  and  dispensation  from  his  attendance 
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on  the  Committee  for  carrying  into  execution  the  Resolves 
of  this  Congress  of  the  5th  instant. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  accordingly. 

Mr.  Moore  being  indisposed,  has  likewise  leave  to  go 
home.  

Tuesday  morning,  June  25,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  John  Uaring,  Esq.,  President  pro  tern. 
For   New- York. — Mr.  Randall,  Colonel   Broome,   Mr. 
Sands,  Colonel  Remsen,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Bancker, 
General  Scott,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hashrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Mr.  Morris. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 
For  Suffolk.— Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Hobart. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  M.  Graham,  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr. 

De  Lavergne. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 

Colonel  Ritzema,  attending,  was  admitted.  He  informed 
Congress  that  the  men  in  his  Regiment  have  two  months' 
pay  due,  and  that  they  are  very  mutinous  and  uneasy  for 
want  of  their  pay;  that  he  has  applied  to  the  General  for  a 
warrant  on  the  Paymaster-General ;  that  the  General  told 
him  that,  as  there  was  not  money  sufficient  in  the  Treasury 
to  pay  off  the  arrearages  of  all  the  Regiments,  it  might 
create  jealousies  if  Colonel  Ritzema  should  receive  a  warrant 
for  the  payment  of  his  Regiment. 

Colonel  Ritzema,  therefore,  requested  of  Congress  the  loan 
of  as  much  money  as  would  satisfy  his  men  for  the  present. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Rensselaer  and  Mr.  Wickham 
wait  upon  the  Paymaster-General  and  make  inquiry  into 
the  matter. 

Colonel  Ritzema  further  informed  Congress  that,  by  the 
promotion  of  Major  Visscher,  the  Majority  in  his  Regiment 
is  become  vacant,  and  requested  that  another  Major  be  ap- 
pointed as  soon  as  may  be,  as  the  Regiment  is  in  great  need 
of  such  an  officer. 

Colonel  Ritzema  further  informed  that  a  Second  Lieu- 
tenancy is  vacant  in  Captain  Riker's  Company;  and  as  it 
is  usual  in  other  Regiments  for  the  Adjutant  to  hold  a  Lieu- 
tenant's Commission,  therefore  requested  the  Congress  to 
appoint  Pelton,  his  Adjutant,  to  be  a  Second  Lieutenant 
likewise. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  John  Fields,  of  Dutchess  County, 
dated  23d  instant,  informing  Congress  that  several  persons 
in  his  Regiment  who  had  been  drafted  agreeable  to  the  Re- 
solutions of  this  House  of  the  9th  instant,  refuse  to  serve,  and 
that  two  Captains  in  the  Western  Regiment  of  said  County 
forbade  the  Colonel  to  draft  any  men  li-om  their  Companies, 
and  marched  them  off  the  ground  and  dismissed  them ; 

And  a  Resolution  (subjoined  to  the  said  Letter)  of  die 
Committee  of  Fredericksburgh  Precinct,  directing  Dr.  Cram 
to  wait  on  the  Members  of  Dutchess  County  now  in  Pro- 
vincial Congress  for  the  advice  of  Congress  on  the  subject 
of  the  foregoing  Letter,  were  respectively  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
till  this  afternoon. 

A  Letter  from  the  General  Committee  of  New-York 
relative  to  Augustus  Van  Horn,  and  others,  assigning  the 
principles  on  which  the  said  Committee  mean  to  act  with 
respect  to  the  said  persons,  who  are  under  confinement  by 
order  of  the  said  Committee,  was  read  and  filed. 

Mr.  Randall  moved.  That  the  Letter  from  the  General 
Committee  of  iVew-Yorfc  relative  to  Augustus  Van  Horn, 
and  others,  be  immediately  taken  into  consideration.  De- 
bates arose ;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  JVeg-ative.  For  the  AJirmative. 

4  Suffolk,  8  New- York, 

3  Orange,  2  Richmond. 
2  Cumberland,  — 

8  Charlotte,  10  votes. 

4  Ulster, 

f>  Dutchess. 

20  votes. 


P.  M.,  Die  Martis,  June  25,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Haring  Esq.,  President  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — General  Scott,  Colonel  Rtmscn,  Mr. 

Randall,  Mr.  Bancker,  Colonel  Broome. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Cortelyou,  Mr.  Conner. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  L^lster. — Major  Parks,  Colonel  Hasbrouck. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Pye. 
For  Charlotte. — Major  Webster. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Tredwell,   Mr.  Wick- 
ham. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Graham,  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  De 

Lavergne. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 

The  Letter  from  Colonel  John  Field,  relative  to  the  draft- 
ed men  in  the  County  of  Dutchess,  who  refuse  to  serve,  was, 
agreeable  to  order  of  this  morning,  taken  into  consideration ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  was  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Colonel  M.  Graham,  Colonel  Allison, 
and  Mr.  Wickham. 

Colonel  Malcom  produced  a  list  of  Officers  of  three  dif- 
ferent Companies  in  his  Regiment,  for  whom  he  requests 
Commissions,  to  wit : 

Prussian  Blues:  Henry  Brasher  Captain,  Walter  Mof- 
fat Lieutenant,  John  I.  Myer  Second  Lieutenant. 

Hearts-of-Oak :  John  Meeks  Captain,  Samuel  Fleming 
First  Lieutenant. 

Caledonian  Rangers :  Robert  Smith  Captain,  Jofm  Hun- 
ter Lieutenant,  Daniel  Neavan  Second  Lieutenant. 

Light  Infantry :  Manly  First  Lieutenant, 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  issued  to  those  gentle- 
men.    And  they  were  issued  accordingly. 

General  Scott  informed  the  Congress  that  he  has  waited 
on  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  and  conferred  with 
him  on  the  subject  of  small  Cannon  for  Privateers ;  that  his 
Excellency  desired  him  to  inform  the  Congress  that  the 
Merchants  and  others  are  at  liberty  to  take  away  and  make 
use  of  any  of  the  four-pound  Cannon. 

Wednesday  morning,  June  26,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Randall,  Colonel 

Broome,  Colonel  Remsen,  (Mr.  Jay  on  Committee,)  Mr. 

Sands,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Van  Zandt. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Wickham. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Colonel 

M.  Graham. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham.   Mr.  Morris  on 

Committee. 

Colonel  McDougall  requested  that  the  last  order  he  re- 
ceived from  the  Congress  on  the  Commissary  for  Arms  for 
his  Regiment,  may  be  continued  for  one  week  longer. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norwood  deliver  to  Co- 
lonel McDougall,  or  his  order,  all  the  Arms  he  has,  or  may 
have  in  store  in  the  course  of  three  weeks  from  the  date  of 
Colonel  Ritzema's  last  order. 

Mr.  Sands  delivered  in  a  Certificate,  signed  by  three  of 
the  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table ;  which,  being 
read,  is  in  the  words  following: 

"  We,  the  subscribei-s,  a  Committee  of  Pay-Table,  ap- 
pointed by  the  New-  York  Provincial  Congress,  do  hereby 
certify  that  we  have  examined  the  Accounts  of  Mr.  Peter 
Curtenius,  as  Commissary,  for  necessaries  furnished,  his  com- 
missions, Sic,  as  per  his  account  and  vouchers  left  with  us, 
and  that  we  find  a  balance  of  £4,469  8s.  Id.,  due  to  him 
the  8th  day  of  June  instant. 

"Comfort  Sands, 
"  Evert  Bancker, 

«New-York,June8,1776."  "Jacobus  Van  Zandt." 


1431 


NEW-YORK  PROVIA'CIAL  CONGRESS,  JUNE,  1776. 


1432 


Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Ptler  Van  B.  Lwingston, 
Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Co- 
lony, pay  unto  Peter  Curtenhis  the  sum  of  £4,469  Ss.  !</., 
bein"  the  balance  due  to  him  on  the  8th  instant  for  sundry 
purchases  as  Commissary  to  the  Congress  of  this  Colony, 
agreeable  to  a  Certificate  of  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table, 
dated  the  8th  instant. 

A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  dated  the 
25th  instant,  enclosing  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  24th 
instant,  declaring  that  all  persons  abiding  within  any  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  deriving  protection  from  the  laws  of 
the  same,  owe  allegiance  to  the  said  laws,  and  are  members, 
of  such  Colony ;  and  that  all  persons  passing  through,  visit- 
ing, or  making  a  temporary  stay  in  any  of  the  said  Colonies 
being  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  laws  during  the  time 
of  such  passage,  visitation,  or  temporary  stay,  owe,  during 
the  same  time,  allegiance  thereto  ;  that  all  pereons,  members 
of,  or  owing  allegiance  to,  any  of  the  United  Colonies  as 
aforesaid  described,  who  shall  levy  war  against  any  of  the 
said  Colonies  within  the  same,  or  be  adherent  to  the' King 
of  Great  Britain,  or  others,  the  enemies  of  the  said  Colo- 
nies, or  any  of  tiiem,  within  the  same,  giving  to  him  or  them 
aid  and  comfort,  are  guilty  of  treason  against  such  Colony. 
That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
United  Colonies  to  pass  laws  for  punishing,  in  such  manner 
as  to  them  shall  seem  fit,  such  persons,  before  described,  as 
shall  be  proveably  attainted  of  open  deed,  by  people  of  their 
condition,  of  any  of  the  treasons  before  described.  That  it 
be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  United 
Colonies  to  pass  laws  for  punishing,  in  such  manner  as 
they  shall  think  fit,  persons  who  shall  counterfeit,  or  aid  or 
abet  in  counterfeiting,  the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit,  or 
who  shall  pass  such  bill  in  payment,  knowing  such  a  bill  to 
be  a  counterfeit, — were  respectively  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Hallett, 
Colonel  Broome,  and  Major  Parks,  be  a  Committee  to  take 
the  said  Resolves  into  consideration. 

Dr.  John  Jones  and  Mr.  Thomas  PenrsaU  (two  govern- 
ers  of  the  Hospital  of  the  City)  informed  the  House  that 
they  have  in  store  about  £30  sterling  worth  of  Medicines, 
which  were  intended  for  the  use  of  the  said  Hospital ;  that 
Dr.  Morgan,  Director-General  of  the  Continental  Hospital, 
has  applied  to  them  for  the  said  Medicine,  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  Hospital,  and  that  he  will  pay  a  reasonable  price 
for  the  same.  Dr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Pearsall  request  the 
advice  of  Congress  in  this  matter. 

Agreed,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  That  the  said 
Medicine  ought  not  to  be  disposed  of,  but  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  poor  and  other  inhabitants  of  this  City. 

Philip  Livingston,  Esq.,  represented  to  Congress  that  his 
attendance  at  Continental  Congress  is  necessary,  and  that, 
with  permission  of  this  House,  he  intends  to  set  out  for  Phi- 
ladelphia next  Sunday. 

Thereupon,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Livingston  be  discharged 
from  his  attendance  in  this  Congress,  and  that  he  have  a 
dispensation  from  his  attendance  as  a  Member  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  carry  into  execution  certain  Resolves  of 
this  Congress  relative  to  persons  dangerous  and  disaffected 
to  the  American  cause,  after  next  Saturday. 

A  certain  John  Leaver,  from  Tryon  County,  attending, 
requested  a  Passport  to  go  to  Pennsylvania;  and  the  Mem- 
bers of  said  County  representing  him  a  friend  to  the  Ameri- 
can cause,  the  following  Certificate  was  given  to  him,  to 
wit: 

"  This  Congress  having  received  satisfactory  information 
that  the  bearer,  Mr.  John  Leaver,  is  a  friend  to  the  cause 
oi  Aanerica,  therefore  he  is  permitted  to  pass  unmolested." 

Wednesday  afternoon,  June  26,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Livingston,  Colonel  Reinsen,  Mr. 

Randall,  Colonel  Stoutenburgh,  General  Scott. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort, 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 
For  LTlster. — Colonel  Hashrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 


For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Wickham. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr.  Scheiwk,  Colonel 

M.  Graham. 
FoK  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Colonel  Malcom. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 

Frequent  application  having  been  made  to  this  Congress 
by  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  City,  being  proprietors  of 
the  Cannon  at  King's  Bridge  and  elsewhere  in  this  Colony, 
for  permission  to  dispose  of  the  same,  and  his  Excellency 
General  Washington  having  signified  his  approbation  tliat 
the  proprietors  of  all  the  four-pound  Cannon  be  at  liberty 
to  dispose  of  the  same : 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  the  proprietors  of  any  of  the 
four-pound  Cannon  now  lying  at  or  near  King's  Bridge, 
as  also  of  those  at  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  and 
elsewhere  in  this  Colony,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  permitted 
to  dispose  of  the  same. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress  that  the 
Committee  of  Albany  have  sent  certain  inhabitants  of  that 
City  and  County  prisoners  to  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  viz : 
Abraham  Cuyler,  Henry  Cuyler,  Stephen  De  Lancey,  John 
Duncan,  Benjamin  Hilton,  and  John  Monier; 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  requested  to  make 
known  to  this  Congress  their  proceedings  against  said  persons, 
and  the  misdemeanours  with  which  they  stand  charged. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  enclose  a  certified  copy  of 
the  said  Resolution  in  a  Letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  o[ Albany. 

Colonel  Rensselaer  and  Colonel  Broome  are  appointed  a 
Committee  to  inquire  what  number  of  Prisoners  are  come 
from  Long-Island,  and  which  were  taken  from  on  board  the 
Ship  taken  on  the  south  side  of  Long-Island,  and  which 
and  how  many  of  them  are  Commissioned  Officers. 

A  Letter  from  Abel  Belknap,  Chairman  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Committees  of  the  Precincts  of  Newburgh  and  JS'ew- 
Windsor,  in  conjunction,  dated  24th  instant,  wherein  they 
represent  that  the  said  Precincts  are  destitute  of  Gunpowder, 
and  request  a  supply  of  that  article,  as  also  that  of  Lead. 
Captain  Isaac  Belknap,  who  was  sent  down  with  the  said 
Letter,  was  called  in,  and  requested  to  inform  the  said  Com- 
mittees that  the  Congress  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  send 
them  any  supply  of  Gunpowder  now,  but  that  they  expect 
a  quantity  hourly,  and  that  the  said  Committees  may  rest 
assured  that  this  Congress  will  send  them  a  supply  of  Pow- 
der on  the  first  arrival  of  that  article. 

Colonel  Allison  delivered  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  Letter  from  Colonel 
John  Field,  relative  to  the  men  drafted  out  of  his  Regiment 
of  Militia  in  Dutchess  County,  and  who  refuse  to  march ; 
also  of  two  certain  Captains  who  refuse  to  permit  any  men 
to  be  drafted  out  of  their  respective  Companies,  and  the 
Resolve  of  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  said  County  thereon. 
The  same  being  read,  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Thereupon,  i^MoZuerf,  That  whereas  information  hath  been 
given  to  this  Congress  that  certain  Captains  in  Colonel  Lit- 
dington's  Regiment  of  Militia,  in  Dutchess  County,  have 
refused  to  draft,  or  permit  drafts  to  be  made,  out  of  their  re- 
spective Companies,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  Bri- 
gade of  Militia  to  be  raised  in  this  County  for  the  Continental 
service,  as  recommended  by  this  Congress  in  pursuance  of 
the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  1st,  3d,  and 
4th  instant : 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Committee  of  the  said  County 
be  requested  to  make  inquiry  into  the  premises ;  and  upon 
due  proof  of  the  charge  against  the  said  Captains,  to  send 
them  under  proper  guard  to  this  Congress,  to  be  dealt  with 
according  to  their  deserts. 

And  whereas  this  Congress  being  also  informed  that  some 
of  the  Troops  already  drafted  in  the  said  County  have  re- 
fused to  march ; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Brigadier-General  and  the  General  Committee  of  the  said 
County  to  pursue  the  most  speedy  measures  to  complete 
their  quotas  of  the  three  thousand  Militia  to  be  raised  in  this 
Colony,  agreeable  to  the  Resolves  of  this  Congress  of  the 
7lh  instant,  and  to  forward  their  march  with  all  possible 
speed,  and  make  return  to  this  Congress  of  the  names  of 
all  such  persons  as  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  afore- 
said Resolve. 
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Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  aforegoing  Reso- 
lutions be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  General  Commit- 
tee of  Dutchess  County. 

Thursday  morning,  June  27,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Stoutenburgh,  Colonel  Broome, 

Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  P.  Livingston,  Mr. 

Halktt. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rennselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Dutchess. — ^Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Colonel 

Graham. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  TredweH,Mr.  Wickham. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hashrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Morris,  Colonel  M.  Graham, 

Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Cdjiberland, — Colonel  Marsh. 

The  Committee  of  Pay-Table  requested  the  opinion  of 
Congress  whether  the  forty-eight  men  which  Colonel  Lasher 
was  requested  to  furnish  to  guard  the  Records  of  this  Colony, 
was  meant  exclusive  of  Officers. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  the 
guard  of  forty-eight  men,  which  Colonel  Lasher  was  request- 
ed to  furnish  to  guard  the  Records,  was  intended  to  be  ibrty- 
eight  Privates,  exclusive  of  Officers. 

Ordered,  That  Jonathan  Holmes  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
appointed  Second  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Ricker's  Company, 
in  Colonel  Ritzema's  Regiment,  on  condition  that  he  join 
the  said  Regiment,  with  sixteen  able-bodied  men,  in  fourteen 
days  from  this  day. 

Ordered,  That  a  Warrant  be  issued  to  Mr.  Holmes  on  the 
conditions  as  above-mentioned. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, viz :  I  move  that  Augustus  Van  Horn,  Vincent  Pierce 
Ashjield,  Thomas  W.  Moore,  and  John  L.  C.  Roome,  be 
sent  for;  and,  upon  their  signing  the  Association  and  giving 
security  to  appear  and  answer  to  the  charges  brought  against 
them,  that  they  be  discharged. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion ;  and  the  question  being 
put,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  the  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say  : 

For  the  .iffivmative.  For  the  J^'egative, 

4  Westchester,  3  Tryon, 

2  Richmond,  2  Charlotte,      [dissenting, 

2  King's,  8  New- York— Mr.  Randall 

5  Dutchess,  2  Cumberland. 

3  Orange — Col.  Allison  dissenting.    — 

—  15  votes. 

16  votes. 

Ulster  divided. 

Thereupon,  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Augus- 
tus Van  Horn,  Vincent  Pierce  Ashjield,  Thomas  W.  Moore, 
and  John  L.  C.  Roome,  be  immediately  brought  before  this 
Congress  in  custody  of  the  Jailer. 

Mr.  Hallett  informed  the  Congress,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Lawrence  Kortright,  that  Mr.  Kortright  has  a  certain  num- 
ber of  Guns  (six-pounders)  at  the  Fortifications  in  the  High- 
lands and  elsewhere;  that  sundry  persons  have  applied  to 
Mr.  Kortright  to  purchase  the  said  Guns,  but  that  he  chose, 
if  the  General  or  Congress  want  them,  to  give  them  the  pre- 
ference. Mr.  Kortright  requests,  further,  that  if  the  General 
or  Provincial  Congress  shall  please  to  retain  them,  that  he 
may  be  paid  such  price  for  them  as  they  may  be  reasonably 
worth. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hallett  and  Mr.  John  Van  Cortlandt 
be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  General  Washington  on  the 
subject. 

Augustus  Van  Horn,  Vincent  P.  Ashjield,  Thomas  W. 
Moore,  and  John  L.  C.  Roome,  attending  at  the  door,  were 
called  in,  and  the  Association,  in  and  by  the  Resolutions  of 
this  Congress  of  the  20th  instant,  severally  tendered  to  them ; 
whereupon  the  said  A.  Van  Horn,  V.  P.  Ashjield,  and 
Thomas  W.  Moore,  did  each  of  them  subscribe  the  same, 


and  did  respectively  give  security  to  appear  and  answer  to 
any  charges  against  them  as  inimical  to  the  cause  and  rights 
of  America. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  the  said  A.  Van  Horn,  V.  P. 
Ashjield,  and  Thomas  W.  Moore,  be  discharged. 

The  said  John  L.  C.  Roome,  on  the  said  Association  being 
tendered  to  him,  declared  that  it  was  arainst  his  conscience 
to  sign  the  same ;  and  that  if  he  did,  it  would  be  only  for 
the  sake  of  being  discharged  from  his  present  confinement, 
that  he  might,  as  he  is  indisposed,  have  an  opportunity  of 
going  into  the  country  for  the  benefit  of  the  fresh  air. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  he  be  remanded  to  Jail  until 
the  further  order  of  this  Congress. 

Colonel  Van  Brunt  delivered  a  Return  of  the  Captain 
and  Second  Lieutenant  for  the  fifty-eight  men,  being  the 
quota  of  the  Militia  of  the  said  County  to  reinforce  the  Con- 
tinental Army  at  New-  York,  to  wit :  Jacques  Rajtalye  Cap- 
tain, and  George  Carpenter  Second  Lieutenant. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  issued.  And  they  were 
issued  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  William  Mercier  and  Captain 
John  Berrian  be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  and  requested 
to  inquire  and  obtain  intelligence  and  proof  of,  and  make 
an  inventory  and  account  of,  all  the  Cannon,  Cannon-Bail, 
Shells,  and  other  Military  Stores,  belonging  to  and  now  in 
this  Colony,  or  which  have  by  any  means  been  taken  out  of 
this  Colony  for  the  use  of  the  Continent  or  in  the  Continental 
service,  particularly  specifying  the  weight,  number,  and  value 
of  each. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Congress  that  lOs.  Pro- 
vincial or  Pennsylvania  money,  equal  to  lOs.  8d.  New-York 
money,  is  allowed  to  the  Officers  inlisting  in  other  Colonies 
for  each  Recruit. 

Ordered,  That  the  like  allowance  be  paid  to  the  Officers 
of  the  Continental  Regiments  in  this  Colony  for  each  Recruit 
who  shall  pass  muster.        ,  ' 

Thursday  afternoon,  June  37, 1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Hallett,  Mr,  Van 

Cortlandt,  Mr.  Randall. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Schenck,  Colonel  M.  Graham,  Mr. 

De  Lavergne. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Wickham. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Mr.  Paulding, 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 

The  Letter  received  yesterday  from  Colonel  Reed,  Adju- 
tant-General, informing  Congress  that  John  Alner,  a  citizen 
of  this  City,  was  taken  in  custody  by  the  Guard  at  the  Nar- 
rows, on  suspicion  of  having  been  on  board  the  enemy's 
Ships  at  Sandy-Hook,  and  that  he  is  now  in  custody  of  the 
Guard  at  the  City-Hall.  * 

The  said  Alner,  being  ordered  into  Congress,  was  exam- 
ined. He  at  first  denied  that  he  had  been  on  board  any  of 
the  said  Ships  ;  but  being  strictly  interrogated,  acknowledged 
that  he  had  been  on  board  the  enemy's  Ships  at  the  Hook. 
His  examination,  as  taken  by  the  Secretary,  was  read  to  him, 
and  filed.  And  the  said  ^ter  was  remanded  to  the  custody 
of  the  said  Guard. 

Colonel  Broome  delivered  in  a  List  of  the  names  of  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers  taken  on  board  the  Transport  on  the 
back  of  Long-Island,  and  who  are  now  under  guard  in  this 
City;  which  was  read  and  filed. 

•  Sin  :  JahnJilner,  a  citizen  o{  J^ev)-York,  was  taken  up  this  morning 
alone  in  a  boat  near  the  manof-war.  The  circumstances  are  so  suspi- 
cious that  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  discharge  him;  but  as  his  politi- 
cal character  will  be  of  weight  on  such  an  occasion,  he  is  referred  to  your 
honourable  body  to  be  dealt  with. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Joseph  R\is.i>,Jldjutant-General. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Chairman  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  J^Teie-Yerk. 
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After  some  time  spent  in  the  consideration  of  tlie  most 
proper  place  to  send  those  Prisoners  to  for  their  future  resi- 
dence it  was  agreed  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday  morning,  June  28,  1776, 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Ilaring,  Esq.,  President  j;ro  tem. 
FoH  New-York. — Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Van 

Zandt,  Mr.  Hallett. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemm. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Paul  Schenck,  Mr.  De  Lavergne, 

Colonel  M.  Graham. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Cortclyoii. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  TredwcU. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Ilaring,  Mi'.  Pye,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hashrmick,  Major  Parks. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  Jwwe  24th,  1776, 
relative  to  one  Faulkner,  of  TVyon  County,  was  read  and 
filed. 

Mr.  Hallett  reported  that,  agreeable  to  order,  he  waited 
upon  General  Washington,  and  conferred  with  him  on  the 
subject  of  Mr.  Koririghfs  Cannon ;  that  his  Excellency  was 
pleased  to  inform  him  that  he  intends  to  retain  such  of  Mr. 
Kortright's  Cannon  as  are  fit  for  the  publick  use,  and  that  he 
will  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  same  according  to  their 
value  ;  for  which  end  he  will  direct  a  proper  person  to  ex- 
amine and  ascertain  their  value,  and  request  that  Mr.  Kort- 
right  employ  some  person  for  the  same  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hallett  inform  Mr.  Kortright  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Randall, 
and  Mr.  Hallett,  Members  of  the  Marine  Committee,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  cause  the 
Cargoes  of  the  Prizes,  Prize-Ships  and  Vessels  latel)^  taken 
and  seized  on  the  back  of  Long- Island,  and  carried  into  Fire- 
Island  Inlet,  to  be  transported  to  and  stored  in  such  place  or 
places  of  security  as  they  shall  think  proper;  and  that  they 
dispose  and  sell  the  same,  when  legally  condemned,  in  such 
manner  as  to  them  shall  appear  to  be  most  advantageous  for 
the  publick  interest,  and  render  a  just  and  true  account  of 
such  sales  to  this  or  a  future  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety 
of  this  Colony.  

Friday  afternoon,  June  28,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  fern. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Hallett, 

Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Randall,  Colonel  Broome. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
Fob  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Colonel 

Graham. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Wickham. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Pye. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  Moore. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 
For  Ulster. — Major  Parks,  Colonel  Hashrouck. 
Fob  Westchester. — Colonel  Graham,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell. 
Fob  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

Mr.  Jay,  from  the  Secret  Committee,  brought  into  Con- 
gress the  Examinations  and  Depositions  of  sundry  persons 
taken  by  the  said  Committee ;  which  he  offered  to  report  to 
the  House,  with  their  proceedings. 

Mr.  Jay  informed  Congress  that  the  said  Committee  have 
not  gone  through  the  whole  of  the  business  to  which  they 
were  appointed,  and  requested  leave  to  sit  again ;  which 
leave  was  accordingly  given.  And  as  the  House  is  very  much 
engaged  in  other  necessary  business : 

Ordered,  That  the  reading  of  the  said  Examinations  and 
Depositions,  as  well  as  the  receiving  of  the  said  Report,  be 
postponed  for  the  present. 


And  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Livingston  remain 
in  Congress  this  afternoon. 

General  Washington's  Letter,  together  with  the  opinion 
of  several  General  Officers  at  a  Council  held  on  the  subject 
of  disaffected  and  dangerous  persons,  as  also  on  the  subject 
of  removing  or  securing  the  stock  of  Cattle  and  Horses  on 
Nassau  and  Staten-Island,  were  respectively  read  and  filed. 
The  former  is  in  the  words  following,  that  is  to  say : 

"  Head-Quarters,  New-York,  June  27,  1776. 

"Sir:  The  necessity  of  the  most  vigorous  and  decisive 
measures,  in  our  present  circumstances,  will,  1  doubt  not, 
justify,  to  your  honourable  body,  the  removal  of  the  stock  of 
cattle  and  horses  from  those  parts  of  the  coast  most  exposed 
to  the  enemy.  After  a  long  and  fatiguing  voyage  they  will 
need  refresiiments  of  this  nature,  and  there  is  no  doubt  they 
will  have  them,  if  possible,  on  any  terms.  Common  pru- 
dence, therefore,  and  a  regard  to  our  own  safety,  strongly 
evince  the  necessity  of  depriving  them  of  such  supplies  as 
will  enable  them  to  act  with  more  vigour  and  spirit  against 
us.  Though  painful  and  disagreeable,  it  seems  to  be  a 
measuie  which  the  great  law  of  self-preservation  now  re- 
quires. 

"  Enclosed,  I  transmit  the  unanimous  Resolution  of  a 
Council  of  General  Officers,  advising  such  removal  without 
delay,  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  pay  a  suitable  regard  to  the 
necessities  of  the  people.  1  flatter  myself  that,  in  a  matter 
of  such  importance  and  difficulty,  the  honourable  body  over 
which  you  preside  will  approve  of  the  proposal,  and  carry  it 
into  execution,  or  co-operate  with  me  in  the  most  effectual 
steps  for  this  purpose. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
regard,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"George  Washington. 
"  To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress o{  New- York." 

Resolution  of  the  Council  enclosed. 

"  In  considering  the  several  matters  which  your  Excel- 
lency has  been  pleased  to  refer  to  us,  we  do,  with  regard  to 
Long-Island  and  Staten-lslaiid,  tliink  it  absolutely  necessary, 
for  the  safety  and  defence  of  this  Colony,  that  all  the  stock 
of  cattle  and  sheep  (except  such  as  may  be  requisite  for  the 
present  subsistence  of  the  inhabitants)  be  removed  to  a  dis- 
tance from  the  sea-coast,  and  that  this  be  done  immediately, 
as,  on  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  it  will  be  impossible  to  give 
attention  to  this  matter ;  and  also  that  all  the  horses  be  either 
removed,  or  put  under  such  regulations  as  that  they  may  be 
removed  on  the  first  approach  of  the  enemy.  And  with 
regard  to  the  disaffected  inhabitants  who  have  lately  been 
apprehended,  we  think  that  the  method  at  present  adopted 
by  the  County  Committees,  of  discharging  them  on  their 
giving  bonds  as  a  security  for  their  good  behaviour,  is  very 
improper  and  ineffectual,  and  therefore  recommend  it  to  your 
Excellency  to  apply  to  the  Congress  of  this  Province  to  take 
some  more  effectual  method  of  securing  the  good  behaviour 
of  those  people,  and  in  the  mean  time  that  your  Excellency 
will  order  the  officer  in  whose  custody  they  are,  to  dis- 
charge no  more  of  them  until  the  sense  of  Congress  be  had 
thereon.  "  William  Heath, 

"Joseph  Spencer, 
"  Nathanael  Green, 
"  Stirling. 

"June  27,  1776." 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Conner, 
Mr.  Tredwell,  Colonel  Blackwell,  and  Mr.  Leffertse,  be  a 
Committee,  to  confer  with  his  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington on  the  subject  of  removing  or  securing  the  Cattle  and 
Stock  from  such  parts  of  Nassau  and  Staten-Island  as  are 
most  exposed  to  invasion  ;  and  that  they  have  power  to  co- 
operate with  his  Excellency  in  carrying  into  execution  all 
such  measures  as  they  may,  in  conjunction  with  him,  concert 
and  adopt  for  that  purpose. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  same  Committee  confer  with 
the  General  on  the  subject  of  his  application  contained  in 
Colonel  Reed's  Letter  relative  to  disaifected  persons,  who 
are  now  or  may  be  in  the  custody  of  any  of  his  Officers. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Reed,  with  the  Letter  from  Lieu- 
tenant Davison  on  board  the  Schuyler,  armed  sloop,  at  Fire- 
Island  Inlet,  giving  information  of  General  Howe's  sailing 
with  the  fleet  from  Halifax  for  New-  York,  was  read. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  Letters  he  referred  to  General 
Scott. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Broome,  Colonel 
Rensselaer,  and  Colonel  Brasher,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  a 
Committee  to  superintend  the  Prisoners  of  the  Continental 
Congress  in  this  Colony,  and  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony, 
and  that  they  be  authorized  to  employ  proper  persons  to  fur- 
nish the  said  Prisoners  with  Rations,  agreeable  to  certain 
Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  21st  oi  May 
last,  and  generally  to  take  care  that  the  said  Prisoners  be 
properly  secured  and  disposed  of,  and  treated  with  justice 
and  humanity. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Allison  and  Mr.  Pi/e  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Captain  Blauvclfs 
Company  of  Militia  on  the  south  side  of  the  Mountains  in 
Orange  County,  who  have  not  drafted  their  quota  of  men 
to  reinforce  the  Continental  Army  at  Neiv-  York. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Allison  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  and  requested  to  cause  all  the  Saltpetre  which  he 
hath  or  shall  purchase  on  account  of  the  Colony,  pursuant 
to  a  Resolve  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  to  be  manu- 
factured into  or  exchanged  for  good  Gunpowder,  and  that 
he  deliver  any  quantity  thereof,  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
weight,  to  the  General  Committee  of  Ulster  County,  to  be 
disposed  of  by  the  said  Committee  in  such  manner  as  they 
shall  thii;k  proper,  for  the  defence  of  the  said  County. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committees  of  Huntington  and 
Southold,  relative  to  deserters  from  on  board  the  Provin- 
cial armed  sloop  Montgomery,  now  lying  at  Fire  Inlet,  on 
the  south  side  of  Long-Island,  was  read  and  approved  of, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  June  28,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  received  information  that  six  men, 
viz :  Thomas  Butler  of  Neiv-  York,  Richard  Guildersleeve, 
Ebenezer  Conklin,  and  Solomon  Ketcham,  Jun.,  o{ Hunting- 
ton, and  Jonathan  Armstrong  and  Elisha  Reeves,  of  South- 
hold,  belonging  to  the  sloop  Montgomery,  Captain  William 
Rogers,  did,  on  the  night  of  the  19th  instant,  desert  from 
Fire  Inlet.  We  think  it  necessary  that  every  measure 
should  be  taken  to  discourage  such  desertions,  and  therefore 
request  you  to  use  your  endeavours  to  secure  said  deserters, 
especially  such  of  them  as  belong  to  your  District,  and 
cause  them  to  be  returned  to  the  said  Captain  Rogers  as 
soon  as  possible,  who  has  offered  a  reward  of  two  dollars, 
besides  reasonable  charges,  for  each  man  thus  secured  and 
returned  to  him. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order: 

To  the  Committees  of  Huntington  and  Southold. 

Ordered,  That  copies  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed  by 
the  President  pro  tern.,  and  transmitted. 

Saturday  morning,  June  29,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  tem. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  Broome. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Schenck,Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Colonel 
M.  Graham. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hashrouck,  Major  Parks. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Lewis  Graham,  Mr.  Paul- 
ding. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Cortelyou. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Wickham. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Queen's. — Colonel  Blackwell. 

For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 

David  Salshury  Franks,  from  Canada,  produced  a  Cer- 
tificate, dated  at  Chambly,  31st  May,  and  signed  by  Samuel 
Brewer,  Aid-de-Camp,  and  another  Certificate  dated  at  Al- 
bany, on  the  aOth  instant,  and  signed  by  Abraham  Yates, 
Jun.,  Chairman  of  the  Albany  Committee,  whereby  it  ap- 
pears that  the  said  Franks  is  a  friend  to  the  .^men'can  cause, 
and  is  permitted  to  go  to  New-York  with  his  man  servant 
on  private  business. 


Mr.  Franks  requested  a  Certificate  for  himself  and  servant 
to  go  to  Philadelphia. 

Thereupon,  the  following  Certificate  and  pass  was  given 
him. 

"  This  Congress,  having  assurance  of  the  friendly  disposi- 
tion of  the  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  David  S.  Franks,  to  the  cause 
and  rights  of  America,  do  recommend  that  he  be  permitted 
to  pass  with  his  man  servant  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia." 

A  Letter  from  the  honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  of  the 
26ih  instant,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

"Philadelphia,  June  26,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  You  will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  Re- 
solves, which  1  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting,  in 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  Congress,  that  they  have  ap- 
pointed not  only  the  Field  Officers  in  the  Regiment  to  be 
raised  in  your  Colony,  but  likewise  a  number  of  subal- 
terns. 

•'  The  reasons  that  induced  Congress  to  take  this  step,  as  i 
it  is  a  deviation  from  rule,  should  be  particularly  mentioned. 
I  am  therefore  directed  to  inform  you  that,  in  consequence 
of  their  being  furnished  with  a  list  of  the  officers  who  had 
served  in  Canada,  they  have  been  enabled  to  appoint,  and 
in  fact  have  only  appointed,  such  as  were  originally  recom- 
mended and  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Congress  of  your 
Colony,  and  have  served  faithfully  both  the  last  summer 
campaign  and  through  the  winter.  It  is  apprehended, there- 
fore, the  Congress  have  only  prevented  you  in  their  ap- 
pointments, and  that  the  same  gendemen  would  have  met 
with  your  approbation  for  their  services  to  their  country ; 
added  to  this,  the  last  intelligence  from  Canada,  showing 
our  affairs  to  be  in  the,  most  imminent  danger,  rendered  the 
utmost  despatch  necessary,  that  not  a  moment  of  time  might 
be  lost.  The  other  officers  of  the  battalion,  I  am  to  request 
you  will  be  pleased  to  appoint,  and  exert  every  nerve  to 
equip  the  battalion  as  soon  as  possible.  As  an  additional 
encouragement,  the  Congress  have  resolved  that  a  bounty 
of  ten  dollars  be  given  every  soldier  who  shall  inlist  for  three 
years. 

"  I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
very  humble  servant,  John  Hancock,  President. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  New-  York,  now  sitting 
in  New-York." 

The  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  26th 
instant,  referred  to  in  the  Letter  above-mentioned  from  the 
Honourable  John  Hancock,  commissioning  Major  Dubois  as 
Colonel,  with  instructions  forthwith  to  raise  a  Regiment  to 
serve  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  and  also  appoint- 
ing several  Officers  in  said  Regiment,  were  also  read  and 
filed. 

The  application  of  Joseph  Dwight  for  a  Commission  as 
Letter  of  Marque  for  the  Brigantine  Enterprise,  burden  one 
hundred  and  sixty  tons,  accompanied  by  a  report  or  mani^ 
fest  of  her  warlike  stores,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  Commission  issue. 

Thereupon,  the  said  Joseph  Dwig-Zii,  Commander  of  said 
Brigantine,  and  William  Bell,  of  Philadelphia,  Merchant, 
and  Archibald  Mercer,  entered  into  bonds,  conformable  to 
regulations  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  application  of  Stewart  Deane  for  a  Commission  as 
Letter  of  Marque  for  the  Sloop  Beaver,  with  a  manifest  of 
her  warlike  equipments,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  a  Commission  issue. 

Thereupon,  the  said  Stewart  Deane  and  James  A.  Stew- 
art, Master  and  owner  of  the  said  Sloop,  entered  into  bonds, 
conformably  to  the  regulations  of  the  Continental  Congress 
in  such  cases  made  and  provided.* 

•  Friday  P.  M.,  June  28,  1776. 

The  Sloop  Beaver,  Stewart  Deane  Commander,  burden  about  ninety 
tons,  six  carriage  guns,  twenty-five  men. 

James  A.  Steuart  and  .     (Either  Samuel  Broome, 

Elias  JVixon,  or  Isaac  Sears,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  be  securities. 
Samuel  Broome  supposed  out  of  town ;  therefore  leave  a  blank  for  the 
name  of  the  other  security.) 

The  Brigantine  Enterprise,  Joseph  Dtoight  Commander,  burden  one 
hundred  and  sixty  tons,  ten  carriage  guns,  twenty-five  men. 

Jlrcliibald  Mercer  and  William  Bell,  Philadelphia,  merchants,  secu- 
rities for  Joseph  Divight. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue. 

The  warlike  stores  on  board  the  Sloop  Beaver,  with  the  names  of  the 
Officers,  viz:  6  carriage-guns,  each  of  four  pounds;  12  blunderbusses; 
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Saturday  afternoon,  June  29,  1770. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  tem. 
Foil  Albany. — Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Tredwell. 
FoK  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Sche>u:k,  Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Colonel 

M.  Graham. 
For  Orasoe. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Wf,stchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Klng's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  General  Wash- 
ington relative  to  the  stock  on  Long  and  Stateii  Islands, 
reported  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

At  a  Conference  of  the  General  Officers  of  the  Army,  and 
a  Committee  from  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  of 
iVei^-  York,  at  Head-Quarters,  June  28,  1776  : 

The  Committee  attending,  in  consequence  of  a  request 
from  the  General  to  the  Congress  that  the  stock  of  Cattle 
and  Sheep  should  be  removed  from  Long-Island  and  Staten- 
liland,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ; 
after  much  consideration,  it  was  unanimously  agreed : 

That  all  the  Cattle,  Horses,  and  Sheep,  on  Staten-Island 
(except  such  as  those  hereafter  mentioned)  be  removed  with 
all  expedition.  But  as  some  milch  Cows  and  Horses  are 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, it  was  agreed  that  two  hundred  Horses  be  left  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants,  no  one  person  keeping  more  than  two. 
That  milch  Cows  be  kept  in  the  following  proportions,  and 
not  to  be  exceeded,  viz :  three  for  a  large  family,  two  for  a 
middling  family,  and  one  for  a  small  family.  No  person 
to  be  permitted  now  to  keep  a  Cow  who  has  not  done  so 
for  two  months  past.  It  was  also  further  agreed,  that  in 
case  the  enemy  should  make  a  descent  on  iitaten- Island, 
with  an  intention  to  seize  tlie  cattle  or  stock,  in  that  case 
they  be  destroyed,  and  the  owners  to  be  compensated  by 
the  publick. 

20  cutlasses;  20  spears  ;  70  rounds  of  powder  for  each  gun,  vrilh  a  pro- 
portion of  ball.  Stewart Deane,  Master;  John  Hatter,  first  Mate;  John 
Smedran ,  second  Mate ;  20  men  to  be  shipped  at  JVe^o- London. 

The  warlike  stores  of  the  Brigantine  Enterprise,  with  the  names  o 
the  Officers,  viz :  10  carriage-guns,  four  pounds;  12  blunderbusses;  20 
CHtlasses;  20  spears;  7  rounds  of  powder,  with  ball.  Joseph  Ji-wight, 
Commander ;  Moses  Lynn,  Mate ;  Harman  Courier,  second  Mate ;  John 
JUerrit,  Carpenter ;  John  Thompson,  Gunner ;  Bobert  Mercer,  Boat- 
swain; 20  men. 

Gestlemu?  :  I  do  hereby  request  a  Commission  as  a  letter  of  marque 
or  the  above  Brigantine.  Joseph  Dwiobt. 

June  29,  1776. 
To  the  Honourable  Congress  of  Jfev-Tork. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents.  That  we,  Ste-aart  Deane,  of  the  City 
oi  J\'e-w-York,  Mariner,  James  A.  Stewart,  of  the  said  City,  Merchant, 
and  Isaac  Sears,  of  the  said  City,  Merchant,  are  held  and  firmly  bound 
to  .Tohn  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies 
of  JVeTii-Hampahire,  Massachusetts- Bay,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut, 
JVevi-York,  J^ew-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  Counties  oi  JVew- Castle, 
Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  A'orth- Carolina, 
South- Carolina,  and  Georgia,  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
paid  to  the  said  John  Hancock,  or  his  certain  attorney,  executors,  ad- 
ministrators, or  assigns,  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  said  United  Colonies. 
To  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  done,  we  do  bind  ourselves,  our 
heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these 
presents.  Sealed  with  our  seals.  Dated  the  29th  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1776. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  That  if  the  above  bounden 
Stewart  Deane,  who  is  Commander  of  the  Sloop  called  the  Beaver, 
belonging  to  James  .i.  Ste^earl  £J  Company,  of  the  City  of  .Vew- fork , 
in  the  Colony  of  JWa'-TorA:,  mounting  six  carriage-guns,  and  navigated 
by  twenly-five  men,  and  who  hath  applied  for  a  commission  or  letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal,  to  arm,  equip,  and  set  forth  to  sea  the  said  sloop 
as  a  private  ship  of  war,  and  to  make  captures  of  British  vessels  and  car- 
goes, shall  not  exceed  or  transgress  the  powers  and  authorities  which  shall 
be  contained  in  the  said  commission,  but  shall  in  all  things  observe  and 
conduct  himself,  and  govern  his  crew,  by  and  according  to  the  same,  and 
certain  instructions  therewith  to  be  delivered,  and  such  other  instructions 
as  may  hereafter  be  given  to  him,  and  shall  make  reparation  for  all  dama- 
ges sustained  by  any  misconduct  or  unwarrantable  proceedings  of  himself, 
or  the  officers  or  crew  of  the  said  Sloop  Beaver;  then  this  obligation 
aha!!  be  void,  or  else  remain  in  force. 

Stewaht  Dkak,        [Sea/.] 
JiMEs  A.  Stewart,  [Seo/.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  us;  the  words,  "  in  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars,"  in  the  obligation,  interlined, 

•   (Similar  Bond  given  for  the  Brigantine  Enterprise,  Joseph  Dwight 
Commander.) 


With  respect  to  the  Cattle,  &.C.,  on  Long-Island,  it  was 
agreed  that  those  in  Queen's  and  -Kin^'i  Counties  siiould  be 
driven  to  the  Bmhy  Plaijis,  beyond  the  Ridge  which  runs 
from  Hempstead  Plains  along  the  north  side  of  Jamaica, 
and  so  on  towards  New-York  Ferry,  (milch  Cows  and 
Horses  excepted  as  above ;)  and  in  all  other  respects  the 
same  regulations,  in  case  of  descent  by  the  enemy,  and  the 
same  compensation  to  be  made. 

The  Members  of  this  Congress  from  Richmond  County 
took  extracts  of  such  parts  of  said  Report  as  related  to  their 
County,  and  obtained  leave  to  go  home  and  attend  to  the 
securing  of  the  Stock. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Theophylact  Beekman  have  leave 
to  speak  to  David  Matthews,  Esq.,  on  private  business,  in 
the  presence  and  hearing  of  William  Paulding,  Esquire,  a 
member  of  this  House. 

A  Return  of  the  Officers  chosen  in  the  Second  Company 
of  the  Third  Battalion  of  Militia  in  Suffolk  County ,  to  wit : 
Edmund  Howell  First  Lieutenant,  Selah  Reve  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  James  Wells  Ensign,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  those  gentlemen. 
And  they  were  issued  accordingly. 

Mr.  John  Ramsay  applied,  through  a  Member,  for  the 
opinion  and  direction  of  Congress  relative  to  a  quantity  of 
Flax  which  he  has  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  employing 
the  poor  of  this  City,  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  Congress 
of  this  Colony,  and  which  he  has  now  in  store  in  this  City. 

Thereupon,  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Congress, 
That  Mr.  John  Ramsay  ought,  without  delay,  to  remove  out 
of  this  City,  and  cause  to  be  conveyed  to  tiie  store  of  P.  ^ 
S.  Schenck,  at  Poughkeepsie,  all  the  Flax  which  he  has 
purchased  on  account  of,  and  by  order  of,  the  Congress  of 
this  Colony,  except  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  required 
for  the  immediate  employment  of  such  of  the  poor  inhabit- 
ants of  this  City  as  are  still  remaining  therein  ;  that  such 
of  the  said  Flax  as  shall  be  sent  to  the  said  store  at  Pough- 
keepsie be  delivered  to  the  care  of  Messrs.  P.  ^  J.  Schenck, 
subject,  however,  to  the  direction  and  order  of  Mr.  Ramsay, 
who  is  authorized  and  empowered  to  order  back  to  this  City, 
or  elsewhere  in  this  Colony,  such  quantities  thereof  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  the  same  manufactured. 

Mr.  Jay  asked  for,  and  obtained  leave  to  go  to  Elizabeth 
town,  and  is  to  return  on  Monday  morning. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Elizabethtown, 
was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  followincr, 
to  wit : 

Saturday  afternoon,  New- York,  June  29,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  At  a  conference  held  yesterday  between 
General  Washington,  with  the  other  General  Officers,  and  a 
Committee  for  the  purpose  appointed  by  this  Congress,  it 
was  agreed  and  determined  that  the  stock  be  immediately 
removed  from  Staten-lsland  to  New-Jersey.  As  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Island  will  require  aid  herein,  and  our  troops 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  necessarily  engaged  in  other  busi- 
ness, we  doubt  not  the  readiness  of  your  Committee  (which 
you  have  so  fully  shown  on  former  occasions)  in  giving  them 
every  assistance  in  your  power,  as  well  in  removing  said  stock 
as  in  providing  proper  places  for  their  reception. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servants. 

To  the  Committee  of  Elizabethtown. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress  that 
Lead  will  speedily  be  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Army  in  the 
defence  of  this  City  and  Colony  : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Daniel  Dunscomb  and 
Samuel  Prince  be  requested  and  authorized,  and  they  are, 
and  each  of  them  is,  respectively,  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered and  requested  to  take  to  their  assistance  such  per- 
sons as  they  may  think  proper,  and  forthwith  to  cause  all 
the  Lead  of  the  windows  in  this  City,  and  also  all  the  leaden 
weights,  (except  such  small  weights  as  are  in  use  in  the  course 
of  trade,)  to  be  collected  and  delivered  to  Peter  T.  Curte- 
nius,  Esq.,  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  taking  his  receipt  for 
the  same ;  that  a  particular  account  be  kept  of  the  Lead 
taken  out  of  each  house,  in  order  that  the  respective  propri- 
etors may  receive  compensation  for  the  same. 
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Sunday  morning,  June  30,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  (em. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Broome,  Mr.  Bancker,  Colonel 

Brasher. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Colonel  M.  Graham. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Pye,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Cdmberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Wickham. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Mr.  Paulding, 

Mr.  Morris. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Haslrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster. 

Colonel  Broome,  a  Member  of  the  Committee  for  dis- 
posing of  the  Continental  Prisoners,  informed  Congress  that 
a  Guard  of  the  Militia  is  provided  to  go  with  some  Prisoners 
to  the  places  of  their  destination,  and  requested  that  such 
Guard  be  furnished  with  Arms  and  Ammunition  out  of  the 
publick  stores. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norwood,  the  Commis- 
sary, deliver  to  Captain  Egbert,  the  officer  commanding  the 
Guard  over  the  Prisoners  going  to  Ulster  and  Orange  Coun- 
ties, forty  Cartridges,  filled  with  powder  and  ball,  and  two 
Muskets  or  Fire-locks — the  two  Muskets  or  Fire-locks  to  be 
returned  as  soon  as  the  said  Guard  returns  to  New-York. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Joseph  Marsh,  a 
Member  of  this  Congress,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized, 
empowered,  and  requested,  to  proceed  immediately  to  New- 
port, in  the  Colony  oi  Rhode-Island,  and  apply  to  Gover- 
nour  Cooke  for  the  Powder  in  his  care  belonging  to  this  Colo- 
ny ;  and  cause  the  same  to  be  disposed  of  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, viz : 

Send    5  barrels,  of  100  lbs.  each,  to  Charlotte  County, 
Send  10     do.     of  150  lbs.  each,  to  Cumberland  do. 
of  100  lbs.  each,  to  Gloucester      do. 
of  100  lbs.  each,  to  Tryon 
of  100  lbs.  each,  to  Ulster 
of  1 00  lbs.  each,  to  Dutchess 
of  100  lbs.  each,  to  Orange 
of  100  lbs.  each,  to  Westchester 
of  100  lbs.  each,  to  Suffolk 
of  150  lbs.  each,  }  ,     ^,, 
of  100  lbs.  each;  5/°  ^^^''''i/ 

And  for  this  purpose  send  the  quantity  intended  [ot  Alba- 
ny, Ulster,  Dutchess,  Orange,  Tryon,  Charlotte,  and  West- 
chester, to  Colonel  Hoofman,  at  Red-Hook,  in  Dutchess 
County,  to  the  care  of  Egbert  Benson,  Esq.,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  said  County. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Hon.  Nicholas  Cooke,  Esq.,  Go- 
vernour  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode-Island,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Sunday  morning,  June  30,  1776. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  the  enclosed  order,  we  entreat  of  you 
the  favour  of  delivering  the  powder  therein  mentioned  to 
Colonel  Joseph  Marsh,  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  and  obliging 
this  Congress  so  much  as  to  furnish  him  with  proper  guard 
and  other  assistance  to  convey  the  same  to  the  several 
places  mentioned  in  his  instructions.  This  powder  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  immediate  defence  of  this  unfortu- 
nate Colony,  invaded  with  the  unrelenting  spirit  of  British 
vengeance  on  every  quarter,  and  singled  out  as  a  victim 
of  the  present  campaign.  The  importance  of  the  object 
now  in  view  will  apologize  to  your  Honour  for  the  urgency 
of  our  requests. 

We  are,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Honour's  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servants. 


Send  10 

do. 

Send  10 

do. 

Send  10 

do. 

Send  10 

do. 

Send  10 

do. 

Send  10 

do. 

Send  10 

do. 

Send  4 

do. 

And  54 

do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 


To  the  Hon.  Nicholas  Cooke,  Esq.,  Governour  of  the  Colo- 
ny of  Rhode-Island. 

Ordered,  That  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  advance  to 
Colonel  Joseph  Marsh,  a  Member  of  this  House,  the  sura 
of  £200,  to  be  by  him  disposed  of  in  paying  the  expenses 
which  may  attend  the  transporting  a  quantity  of  Gunpowder 
from  Newport,  in  Rhode-Island,  to  Dutchess  and  Cumber- 
land Counties,  the  said  Colonel  Marsh  to  account  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  said  sum  to  this  or  a  future  Congress. 

A  Messenger  was  sent  for  to  request  the  Members  from 
King's  County  to  meet  this  Congress  this  afternoon. 
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Sunday  afternoon,  June  30,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Haring,  Esq.,  President  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Broome,  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr. 

Cortlandt,  Mr.  Bancker. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Harper. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  De  Lavergne,  Mr.  Paul  Schenck, 

Colonel  M.  Graham. 
For  Charlotte. — Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Malcom. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Pye. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Marsh. 
For  Ulster. — Colonel  Hasbrouck,  Major  Parks. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Paulding. 

Mr.  Morris,  with  leave  from  the  House,  delivered  to  the 
care  of  the  Secretary  the  Papers  of  the  Secret  Committee, 
sealed  up. 

Colonel  McDougall  attending,  applied  for  Commissions 
for  the  Officers  of  his  Regiment. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  the  Officers  of  Co- 
lonel McDougall's  Regiment ;  and  that  said  Commissions  be 
made  to  bear  date  corresponding  to  the  respective  Warrants 
granted  to  said  Officers. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissions,  in  like  manner,  issue  to 
the  Officers  of  Colonel  Ritzema's  Regiment. 

An  Officer  at  the  door,  requested  to  know  what  he  should 
do  with  the  disaffected  persons  in  his  custody,  taken  at 
Hempstead,  in  Queen's  County. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed for  the  disposition  of  Continental  Prisoners,  to  be 
secured  and  treated  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  June  30,  1776.? 
Sunday  afternoon.      3 

Whereas  this  Congress  has  been  credibly  informed  that  a 
majority  of  the  men  who  compose  the  Company  of  Militia 
in  Haverstraw  Precinct,  in  Orange  County,  now  or  lately 
commanded  by  Captain  Avery  Blauvelt,  are  notoriously  dis- 
affected, and  have  refused  to  suffer  drafts  to  be  made  from 
said  Company  for  reinforcing  the  Army  at  New-York: 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  A.  H.  Hay  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
empowered,  authorized,  and  directed,  immediately  to  appre- 
hend seven  of  the  most  refractory  men  of  the  said  Compa- 
ny, and  also  to  seize  and  take  all  the  arms  belonging  to  tiie 
disaffected  persons  in  said  Company,  and  that  he,  without 
loss  of  time,  send  the  said  seven  men  and  arms,  to  be  taken 
as  aforesaid,  under  a  proper  guard,  to  this  City,  and  cause 
them  to  be  delivered  to  Brigadier-General  Scott. 

And  in  order  that  the  said  Colonel  may  be  enabled  with 
ease  to  execute  the  business  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  he  be  at  liberty  to  apply  to  Captain  John- 
son and  Lieutenant  Martin,  or  either  of  them,  with  their  re- 
cruits, to  aid  and  assist  him  and  the  Militia  under  his  com- 
mand in  the  execution  of  this  order. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Conti- 
nental forces  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered, 
whenever  he  shall  judge  it  necessary  for  the  defence  of  this 
Colony,  to  apply  to  the  Brigadier-Generals  thereof  for  any 
proportion  of  the  Militia  under  their  respective  commands  ; 
and  that  on  receipt  of  such  application  they  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  directed  to  call  out  such  part  of  the  Militia  and 
march  to  any  place  or  places  within  this  Colony  as  the  said 
Commander-in-Chief  shall  order  for  its  defence,  and  that 
this  order  shall  continue  until  revoked  by  this  or  some  future 
Congress  or  Legislature  of  this  Colony;  and  that  the  said 
Commander-in-Chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
take  such  measures  for  apprehending  and  securing  dangerous 
and  disaffected  persons  as  he  shall  think  necessary  for  the 
security  of  this  Colony  and  the  liberties  o(  America. 

Ordered,  That  the  General  have  a  copy  of  this  Resolution. 

Whereas  this  Congress  has  received  intimations  that  di- 
vers disaffected  and  dangerous  persons  in  this  Colony  have 
lately  left  their  usual  places  of  residence,  and  secreted  them- 
selves in  woods  and  swamps  and  other  places,  in  all  proba- 
bility with  a  design  to  join  the  enemy  when  an  opportunity 
shall  offer,  which,  if  not  prevented,  will  greatly  endanger 
the  peace,  quiet,  and  safety  of  the  inhabitants : 
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Resolved,  therefore,  Tliat  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  recom- 
mended to  the  Committees  of  the  several  Towns,  Cities, 
Manoi-s,  Precincts,  and  Districts,  in  this  Colony,  to  cause  to 
be  apprehended  and  brought  before  them  all  such  persons 
as  are  above  described,  and  tiiat  they  cause  them  to  be  sent, 
under  safe  guard,  to  some  Jail  or  other  place  of  security  in 
this  Colony;  and  the  said  Committees  are  hereby  empower- 
ed to  order  the  Officers  of  the  Militia,  in  tlieir  respective 
Districts,  to  carry  this  Resolution  into  efiectual  execution. 

Wliereas  there  is  great  reason  to  apprehend  that  an  at- 
tack will  soon  be  made  upon  this  City;  and  whereas,  during 
the  tumult  and  confusion  incident  upon  such  attack,  it  may 
be  difficult  to  assemble  a  sufficient  number  of  Members  to 
form  a  Congress  ;  and  whereas  the  Minutes  and  oth^r  neces- 
sary publick  Papers  and  Records  of  this  Colony  ought  to  be 
removed  from  this  City;  and  wliereas  the  present  or  future 
Congress  of  this  Colony,  as  well  by  reason  of  the  removal 
of  the  Papers  aforesaid,  as  for  other  causes  and  considera- 
tions, will  be  unable  to  deliberate  and  determine  in  this  City 
on  the  several  important  matters  submitted  to  their  consider- 
ation : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  Treasurer  and  Secretaries  of 
this  Congress  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  forthwith  to 
repair,  with  all  and  singular  the  publick  Papers  and  Money 
now  in  their  custody  or  possession,  unto  the  White-Plains,  in 
the  County  of  Westchester;  and  that  this  Congress  be,  and 
it  hereby  is,  adjourned  unto  the  Court-House  in  the  White- 
Plains  aforesaid,  there  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  the  2d  day  of 
Juli/  next,  and  proceed  upon  business ;  and  that  the  next 


Congress  of  this  Colony  do  meet  at  the  same  place  on  Mon- 
day, tile  8th  day  of  July  aforesaid,  unless  otherwise  ordered 
by  this  Congress. 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  Qnestitin,  .igainat  the  Question. 

4  Westchester,  3  Orange, 

5  Dutchess,  2  King's. 
4  Ulster,  — 

3  Tryon,  5  votes. 

2  Charlotte, 
2  Cumberland. 
20  votes. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  Lead,  Powder,  and  other  Military 
Stores  belonging  to  this  State,  and  now  in  the  custody  of 
Richard  Norwood  and  Colonel  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  at  the 
Chy  o(  New-York,  be  forthwith  removed  from  hence  to  the 
White-Plains,  and  placed  there  in  such  safe  place  and  se- 
cured in  such  manner  as  Mr.  Zchediah  Mills  shall  order  and 
direct;  and  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Westchester 
are  requested  to  afford  him  all  necessary  aid  in  executing 
this  business,  and  (if  he  should  think  it  expedient)  to  order 
detachments  from  Captain  Towmhend's  Company  to  guard 
the  said  stores. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mllh  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empower- 
ed to  impress  Teams,  Carriages,  and  Boats,  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  Mr.  Mills  fifty  dollars, 
to  defray  the  expenses  which  may  attend  executing  the  order 
aforesaid,  he  accounting  therefor  to  this  Convention. 


NORTH-CAROLINA  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 
North-Carolina  : 

The  Provincial  Congress  having  by  Resolve  nominated 
the  following  persons  to  be  a  Council  of  Safety,  to  wit : 

Willie  Jones,  Esq. 
Comelim  Harnett,  Samuel  Ashe,  Esqs.,  for  the  District  of 

Wilmington. 
Thomas  Jones,  Whitmill  HiU,  Esqs.,  for  the  District  of 

Edenton. 
James  Coor,  John  Simpson,  Esqs.,  for  the  District  of  New- 

hern. 
•Thomas  Eaton,  Joseph  John  Williams,  Esqs.,  for  the  District 

of  Halifax. 
Thomas  Person,  John  Rand,  Esqs.,  for  the  District  of  Hills- 
borough. 
Hezelciah  Alexander,  WiBiam  Sharp,  Esqs.,  for  the  District 

of  Salisbury. 

Pursuant  to  which,  Cornelius  Harnett,  Samuel  Ashe, 
fVhitmiU  Hill,  James  Coor,  John  Simpson,  Joseph  John 
Williams,  Hezelciah  Alexander,  and  William  Sharp,  Esqs., 
met  at  the  Town  of  IVilmington,  on  the  5th  day  of  June, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  subscribed  the  Test,  and  took  their  seats  in 
Council. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  President, 
when  Cornelius  Harnett,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  chosen ;  and 
James  Glasgoiv  and  James  Green,  Jun.,  were  appointed 
Secretaries. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Thursday,  June  6,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Brigadier-General  Ashe  informed  the  Council  that  there 
are  a  number  of  outlying  malcontents  in  the  County  of  Bla- 
den, who  were  desirous  of  returning  home,  and  submitting 
themselves  to  the  determination  of  the  said  Council. 

Resolved,  That  all  such  outlying  malcontents  in  the  said 
County  as  have  been  concerned  in  the  late  insurrection,  and 
will  take  an  oath  before  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to 
submit  themselves  to  such  Regulations  as  are  or  may  be  es- 
tablished for  the  government  of  this  Colony,  and  when 
required  will  take  up  arms  in  defence  thereof,  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  return  to  their  respective  habitations  unmolested. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Rayford  and  Abraham  Daws  be 
appointed  Adjutants  to  the  two  Battalions  of  the  Militia 
Brigade  now  at  Wilmington,  under  the  command  of  Brig. 
General  Ashe,  and  that  they  be  allowed  Is.  6d,  per  day  each. 


Resolved,  That be  appointed  Surgeon 

to  the  two  Battalions  of  the  Militia  Brigade  now  at  Wil- 
mington under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ashe. 

Resolved,  That  Alexander  Martin,  Esq.,  Colonel  of  the 
Second  Regiment  o(  North- Carolina  Continental  Troops, 
be  directed  to  borrow  the  sum  of  £2,000  for  the  use  of  his 
Regiment,  and  that  he  supply  the  Captains  of  each  Com- 
pany with  their  proportion  of  the  said  sum,  in  part  pay  of 
the  Soldiers  under  their  command,  and  that  this  Council  will 
give  a  draft  on  the  Paymaster  to  replace  the  said  money  to 
the  person  or  persons  from  whom  the  same  may  be  bor- 
rowed. 

Resolved,  That  James  Grant  be  appointed  Messenger 
and  Doorkeeper  to  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Palmer  be  appointed  Ensign 
in  Captain  William  Caswell's  Company,  in  the  Fifth  Regi- 
ment of  Foot  of  the  American  Array  of  this  Province,  in 
the  room  of  John  Bush,  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Pike  be  appointed  First 
Lieutenant  in  Captain  George  Mitchell's  Company,  in  the 
Sixth  Regiment  of  Foot  in  the  American  Army  of  this  Pro- 
vince, in  the  room  of  Amos  Love,  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Martin  be  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Jones  Ensign,  in  said  Captain 
George  Mitchells  Company,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Pike, 
advanced,  anci  Reuben  Grant,  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  L/yitle  be  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant,  in  the  room  of  Samuel  Thompson,  resigned,  and 
Mr.  fjyiiam  Green  Ensign,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  fVilliam 
Lyttle,  advanced,  in  Captain  Archibald  Lyttle's  Company, 
in  the  Sixth  Regiment  of  Foot  of  the  American  Army  of 
this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Aaron  Haskins  be  appointed  Captain, 
Mr.  Exper  Kilbey  Lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Robert  Nixon  En- 
sign, of  the  New  Topsail  Company  of  Militia  in  New-Han- 
over County. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Evans,  IVilliam  Tyler  Kilbey, 
and  John  Jacobs,  be  appointed  Ensigns  in  the  Second  Re- 
giment of  Foot  of  the  American  Army  of  this  Province. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  7,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  place 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Eason,  of  Carteret  County,  for  the 
immediate  use  of  carrying  on  a  Salt-Work  in  the  said  Coun- 
ty, the  sum  of  £500,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Robert  Williams 


1445 


NORTH-CAROLm^A  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY,  JUNE,  1776. 


1446 


occasionally,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  that  thoy  be 
allowed  the  same  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
John  Davies,  Quartermaster  to  the  Second  Regiment  of  Con- 
tinental Troops  in  this  Province,  the  sum  of  £150,  to  en- 
able him  to  purchase  Forage  for  the  use  of  the  said  Regi- 
ment, now  under  marcliing  orders,  and  be  allowed  the  same 
in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  five  hundred  weight  of  the  Gunpowder 
ordered  by  General  Lee  to  be  sent  into  this  Province  from 
Virginia  be,  on  its  arrival  at  Halifax,  sent  to  Salisbury,  to 
the  care  of  the  Brigadier-General  of  that  District,  under  a 
Guard  of  six  men,  and  that  Brigadier-General  Jones  see  this 
Resolve  put  in  execution. 

Mr.  Arthur  Mabison  appeared  in  Council,  and  agreed  to 
sell  them,  for  the  use  of  the  publick,  a  certain  tract  of  Land 

in  Carteret  County,  near  Beaufort,  containing 

acres,  commonly  called  Gallant's  Point,  which  place  is 
judged  convenient  for  making  Salt ;  the  value  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  two  persons,  one  to  be  chosen  by  Mr.  Mabison, 
the  other  by  the  Council ;  which  being  agreed  to,  Mv.  Rich- 
ard Cogdell,  of  Newbern,  and  Mr,  Solomon  Sheppard,  of 
Crtr^cref  County,  were  appointed  to  value  the  said  Land. 

Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  Richard  Cogdell  and  Solo- 
mon Sheppard  value  the  said  tract  of  Land,  and  in  case  they 
do  not  agree  therein,  that  they  call  in  a  third  person  to  value 
the  same,  and  return  a  certificate  of  such  valuation,  with 
their  proceedings  thereon,  to  this  Council,  that  the  said  Mr. 
Mabison,  on  making  a  proper  title,  may  receive  such  valua- 
tion from  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  of  the  Continental  Troops 
in  this  Province  pay  unto  Richard  Quince,  Esq.,  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  Pounds,  being  for  so  much  advanced  by 
him  to  the  Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  said  Troops 
in  part  of  their  pay  ;  and  that  the  said  Paymaster  be  allow- 
ed the  same  in  his  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  James  Williams  be  appointed  First  Lieu- 
tenant, in  the  room  of  Charles  Hollingsworth,  resigned  ;  and 
William  Williams  Second  Lieutenant  in  Captain  John  Ashe's 
Company  in  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Foot  of  the  American 
Army  of  this  Province. 

Doctor  William  McCluere,  Surgeon  to  the  Sixth  Regi- 
ment of  Continental  Troops  in  this  Province,  resigned. 

Resolved,Th!it  Doctor  William  McCluere  be  appointed 
Surgeon  to  the  Second  Regiment  of  Continental  Troops  in 
this  Province,  in  the  room  of  William  Pasteur,  resigned. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Saturday,  June  8,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  Mr.  John  Bickerstaff  acted  as  Ensign  in  Cap- 
tain Noxe's  Company  from  the  1st  day  of  February  to  the 
5th  day  of  March  last,  and  from  that  time  until  the  8th  day 
o(  June  instant  as  Second  Lieutenant  to  said  Company;  Mr. 
David  Vance  as  Ensign  from  the  5th  day  of  March  last 
until  this  date ;  Mr.  Richard  Graham  as  Second  Lieutenant 
from  the  1st  day  of  February  to  the  5th  day  of  March  last; 
and  Mr.  Isaac  Rolestone  as  Ensign  from  the  1st  day  of  Fe- 
bruary last,  by  the  nomination  of  Alexander  Martin,  Esq., 
Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Continental  Troops  in 
this  Province: 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  pay  them  the  Wages  pay- 
able to  such  Officers  from  the  time  of  their  nomination. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Graham  be  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant  in  Captain  Murphy's  Company,  John  Bicker- 
staff  Ensign  in  Captain  Noxe's  Company,  Isaac  Rolestone 
Ensign  in  Captain  Armstrong's  Company,  and  David  Vance 
Ensign  in  Captain  Fenner's  Company,  in  the  Second  Regi- 
ment of  Foot  in  the  American  Army  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Manlovc  Tarrant  be  appointed  Se- 
cond Lieutenant  in  Captain  Herritage's  Company,  Mr. 
Samuel  Martin  Second  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Gee's  Com- 
pany, and  Mr.  Charles  Allen  Second  Lieutenant  in  Captain 
Keais's  Company,  in  the  Second  Regiment  of  Foot  in  the 
American  Army  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress to  make  allowance  to  Colonel  John  Patten  for  his  ex- 
traordinary expenses  during  the  campaign  in  Virginia. 


Resolved,  That  Parker  Quince  be  appointed  Colonel, 
William  Lord  Lieutenant-Colonel,  John  Rogers  First  Ma- 
jor, Lcivis  Dupree  Second  Major,  Robert  Daniel  First  Cap- 
tain, (Brunswick.)  Francis  Allstone  Socond  Captain,  (Shal- 
lot,) Edward  Wingatc  Third  Captain,  (Waccamaw,)  and 
Jacob  Leonard  Fourth  Captain,  (Lockwood's  Folly,)  of  the 
Militia  in  Bruns%oick  Counly . 

Doctor  Robert  Wilson,  who  was  appointed  Surgeon  to 
the  Second  Regiment  of  Continental  Troops,  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  Doctor  Robert  Wilson  be  appointed  Sur- 
geon to  the  Sixth  Regiment  of  Continental  Troops  in  this 
Province,  in  the  room  of  Doctor  McCluere,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Second  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Surgeons  appointed  to  the  six  Regi- 
ments of  Continental  Troops  in  this  Province,  be  directed  to 
employ  a  Surgeon's  Mate  to  each  Regiment,  and  that  such 
Mates  be  allowed  the  same  pay  as  directed  by  the  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

Colonel  Alexander  Martin  certified  that  Mr.  Charles  Al- 
len has  acted  as  Ensign  in  Captain  Armstrong's  Company 
from  the  1st  day  of  October  \diS\.  until  the  1st  day  of  February 
last,  and  from  that  time  as  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  said 
Company  until  this  date. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  pay  the  wages  due  to  the 
said  Charles  Allen,  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  the 
said  offices  by  Colonel  Martin. 

General  Moore  laid  before  the  Council  a  Letter  from 
Francis  Parry,  Captain  of  the  Cruiser  ship  of  war,  and 
another  from  Mr.  Francis  Clayton,  proposing  an  exchange 
of  a  prisoner. 

The  Council  are  of  opinion  that  General  Moore  may  send 
down  Mr.  Stephen  in  exchange  for  Mr.  Clayton,  agreeable 
to  the  proposal  made  by  Mr.  Clayton  through  Mr.  Parry. 

Resolved,  That  the  Colonels  of  the  respective  Regiments 
of  Continental  Troops  in  this  Province  be  empowered  to 
appoint  a  Drum-Major  to  each  of  the  said  Regiments. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  do  business  at 
Wilmington  until  Saturday  evening  next,  at  which  time 
they  adjourn  from  thence  to  meet  on  the  Tuesday  following 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  William  Whitfield,  on  Neuse  River,  in 
Dobbs  County,  in  order  to  proceed  on  the  publick  business 
of  this  Province,  of  which  the  Secretary  is  to  give  publick 
notice. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Alexander  Douglass,  who  has  acted 
as  Drum-Major  to  the  Second  Regiment  of  Continental 
Troops  in  this  Province,  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £43  4s., 
and  that  the  Paymaster  pay  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in 
his  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Monday,  June  10,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  the  proportion  of  Militia  ordered  by  Congress 
to  be  drafted  out  of  the  County  of  Brunswick  appears  to 
be  a  greater  number  than  can  with  conveniency  be  spared 
out  of  the  said  County; 

Resolved,  That  thirty  Privates  of  said  Militia,  ordered  to 
be  drafted  as  aforesaid,  be  dismissed  from  such  draft.     • 

Colonel  Martin  certified  that  Mr.  David  Crauford  has 
acted  as  Ensign  in  Captain  Davidson's  Company,  in  the 
First  Regiment  of  Continental  Troops  in  this  Province, 
from  the  1st  day  of  February  last  until  this  date. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  pay  the  wages  due  to  the 
said  David  Crauford,  from  the  time  of  his  acting  as  Ensign 
to  the  said  Company. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  David  Crawford  be  appointed  En- 
sign in  Captain  Davidson's  Company  in  the  First  Regiment 
of  Continental  Troops  in  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  pay  to  Mr.  Ransome 
Southerland£\, 250,  for  so  much  money  advanced  by  him 
in  part  pay  of  the  First  Regiment,  and  be  allowed  in  his 
accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Spencer  Watts  be  appointed  Lieutenant 
in  Captain  Henry  Dawson's  Company  of  Militia,  from  the 
Halifax  detachment,  in  the  room  of  John  Sumner,  who  re- 
signed. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Council  that  John  King,  who 
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was  appointed  Captain  of  an  Independent  Company  station- 
ed between  New-River  and  Deep-Inlet,  hath  been  guiUy  of  a 
gross  deception  in  inhsting  his  men,  and  a  flagrant  neglect 
of  duty  in  not  occupying  the  posts  on  the  sea-coast,  and  in 
suffering  two-thirds  of  liis  men  to  absent  themselves  from 
their  duty. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  King  be  suspended  from 
Ills  said  command  until  the  sense  of  the  Congress  be  had 
thereon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Blackmore  be  requested  to  furnish 
Colonel  hong,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  this 
Province,  with  all  the  Blankets  he  hath  in  his  store,  for  which 
this  Council  will  give  an  order  on  the  publick  Treasury. 

John  Rand,  Esq.,  a  Member  for  the  District  of  Hills- 
borough, appeared  in  Council,  subscribed  the  test,  and  took 
his  seat  accordingly. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  June  11,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  the  Petition  of  Angus  Campbell,  of  Cumberland  Coun- 
ty, setting  forth  his  indisposition  hath  prevented  him  from  re- 
moving, agreeable  to  his  parole,  to  Guilford  County,  pray- 
ing permission  to  remain  in  Cumberland  County  on  giving 
security  for  his  future  good  behaviour, 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Ebenezer  Folesome  do  grant  such 
further  indulgence  to  the  said  Angus  Campbell,  on  his  giving 
security,  as  he  may  judge  consistent  with  the  safety  of  this 
Colony. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Nixon,  of  Onslow  County,  be 
allowed  the  sum  of  £10  for  his  vigilant  service  as  Chaplain 
to  the  Onslow  detachment  of  Militia ;  and  that  the  Trea- 
surers, or  either  of  them,  pay  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in 
their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  be  appointed  Cap- 
tains, Lieutenants,  and  Ensigns,  to  the  Edenton,  Newbern, 
Halifax,  and  Wilmington  Brigades  of  Militia,  now  in  actual 
service,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ashe,  at 
Cape-Fear: — 

FOR  THE  EDENTON  BIIIGADE. 
Fer  Pasquotank  County,  For  Bertie  County. 

No.  1.  Captain,  No.  5.  Captain, 

Lieutenant,  Lieutenant, 

Ensign.  Ensign. 

For  Perguimana  County.  For  Hertford  County. 

No  2.  Captain,  No.  6.  Captain, 

Lieutenant,  Lieutenant, 

Ensign.  Ensign. 

For  Tyrrtll  County.  pgr  Martin  County. 

No.  3.  Captain,  No.  7.  Captain, 

Lieutenant,  Lieutenant, 

Ensign.  Ensign. 

For  Cho-aan  County. 

No.  4.  Captain, 

Lieutenant, 
Ensign. 

FOR   THE  NKWBERN  BRIGADE. 

For  Dobbt  County.  For  Hyde  and  Beaufort  County. 

No.  I.Joseph  Green, Captain,  No.  5.                                 Captain 

Matchet  Herring,  Lieut.,  Lieut.   ' 

Wm.  McDaniel,.. Ensign.  Ensign. 

No.  2.  William  Fellows,  Captain,  i,      d',.  ^ 

Joel  Herring Lieut.,  '  ^""^  -P'"  ^<"""y- 

Solomon  Cooper, . .  Ensign.  No.  6.  John  Salter Captain, 

For  Craven  County.  Josiah  Little, Lieut., 

'  Luke  Bates, Ensign. 

No. 3.  Henry  Cannon,  ...Captain,  i.     i  ,           „ 

Gideon  Carraway,  Lieut.,  ^'"'  ^»hmton  County. 

Samuel  Smith Ensign.  No.  7.                               Captain, 

No.  4.  Thomas  Tyre, ....  Captain,  Lieut., 

Aaron  Earnell,..  ..Lieut.,  Ensign. 
William  Hancock,  Ensign. 

rOB  THE  HALIPAZ  ERIOAOE. 
For  Halifax  County.  For  Bute  County. 

No.  1.  James  N.  Parsons,  Captain,    No.  5.  James  Denton, Captain, 

Presily  Cox, Lieut.,  John  Macon, Lieut., 

Caleb  Montcrief... Ensign.  WiUiamjHarrison, Ensign. 

No.  2.  Henry  Dawson,...  Captain,  No.  6.  Benjamin  Sea  well.  Captain, 

William  Noblin,... Lieut.,  William  Hill, Lieut., 

John  Champion,... Ensign.  John  Jones Ensign. 

For  Edgecombe  County.  For  JVorthampton  County. 

No.  3.  James  Gray, Captain,    No.  7.  Robert  Peoples Captain, 

Benjamin  Bunn,.. Lieut.,  Benjamin  Jordan,  Lieut., 

Joseph  Curl, Ensign.  Charles  Jordan,.  ..Ensign. 

No.  4.  Gershom  Cofield.. Captain, 

Spencer  Watts, Lieut., 

Francis  Parker,..  .Ensign. 


FOR    THE  WILMINGTON    BmG.tDE. 

For  JVem-Hanover  County.  For  Bladen  County. 

No.  1.  Thomas  Devans,... Captain,  No.  4.  James  Shipman... Captain, 

William  Neal Lieut.,  James  Morehead,  Lieui , 

John  Smith Ensign.  Thoma.s  Mulford,.. Ensign. 

For  Onslow  County.  For  Cumberland  County. 

No.  2.  Ephraim  Battle Captain,  No.  5.  Captain 

James  Foy Lieut.,  Lieut.   ' 

William  Shaw,.. .  .Ensign.  Ensign. 

For  Duplin  County.  For  Brunsinick  County. 

No.  3.  Abraham  Morton,  Captain,  No.  6.  Captain, 

Hardy  Homes,..  ..Lieut.,  Lieut., 

William  Rulledge,  Ensign.  Ensign. 

And  that  Commissions  issue  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
Samuel  Ashe,  Esq.,  or  order,  the  sum  of  £350,  to  replace 
that  sum  borrowed  from  William  Campbell  for  the  use  of  the 

[lublick,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  pub- 
ick. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Callender,  James  Craven,  and 
John  Cheese,  be  appointed  Ensigns  in  the  First  Regiment 
of  Continental  Troops  in  this  Province. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  »2,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  his  Honour  the  President  write  to  the 
Delegates  at  Philadelphia,  requesting  them  to  purchase,  at 
the  expense  of  this  Province,  three  tons  of  Gunpowder  for 
the  use  of  the  Army,  and  a  number  of  iron  Plates  sufficient 
to  make  Pans  for  erecting  a  Salt-Work,  and  Wagons  and 
Horses  for  conveying  the  same  to  this  Province ;  and  that 
they  apply  to  the  Continental  Treasury  for  money  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  fifteen  hundred  weight  of  the  Gunpow- 
der at  Edenton,  and  a  proportioned  quantity  of  Lead,  be  im- 
mediately removed  from  Edenton  to  this  place;  and  that 
Samuel  Johnston,  Esq.,  be  requested  to  direct  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  pay  to  Mr.  William  Camp- 
bell £420,  for  so  much  money  advanced  by  him  for  the 
First  Regiment  of  Continental  Troops  in  tliis  Province,  in 
part  of  their  pay,  and  be  allowed  in  his  accounts  with  the 
publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  pay  to  Mr.  William  Camp- 
bell £40,  for  so  much  money  advanced  by  him  to  General 
Moore,  in  part  pay  of  his  wages,  and  be  allowed  in  his  ac- 
counts with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  pay  to  Mr.  William  Camp- 
bell £60,  for  so  much  money  advanced  by  him  to  General 
Lee,  in  part  pay  of  his  wages,  and  be  allowed  in  his  ac- 
counts with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Ebenezer  Folesome,  one  of  the 
Commissioners  for  purchasing  Guns  in  Cumberland  County, 
deliver  to  Captain  Arthur  Council  as  many  of  the  said  Arms 
as  shall  be  sufficient  to  arm  his  said  Company. 

Samuel  Willets  being  brought  before  the  Council  and 
charged  with  corresponding  with  the  enemy,  which  appear- 
ing from  the  testimony  produced  against  said  Willets  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Willets  enter  into  bond, 
with  security,  in  £500,  for  his  good  behaviour  and  con- 
formity to  the  Resolves  of  Congress,  or  any  authority  under 
them,  and  for  his  immediate  removal  from  the  County  of 
Brunswick,  and  constant  residence  in  the  County  of  New- 
Hanover,  until  discharged  therefrom. 

Resolved,  That  William  Cooper  be  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant  in  Captain  John  Enloe's  Company,  in  the  Fifth 
Regiment,  in  the  American  Army  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  JfiUiam  Purviance  be  appointed 
Captain  of  the  Independent  Company  stationed  on  the  sea- 
coast  between  New-River  and  Deep-Inkt,  in  the  room  of 
Captain  John  King,  suspended  by  this  Board  until  the  sense 
of  the  Congress  be  had  thereon. 

This  Council  having  received  information  that  the  Re- 
cords and  Papers  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Cumberland  Coun- 
ty are  concealed  by  disaffected  persons : 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Ebenezer  Folesome  make  diligent 
search  after  the  said  Records  and  Papers,  and  receive  the 
same  if  possible,  and  deliver  them  into  the  custody  of  Wil- 
liam Rand,  appointed  by  Congress  to  receive  them ;  and  it 
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is  recommended  to  the  Justices  of  the  said  County  to  make 
strict  inquiry  and  search  after  the  same,  and  all  persons  are 
required  to  aid  and  assist  therein. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
Mr.  Hugh  Montgomery  the  sum  of  £300,  to  enable  him  to 
pay  the  persons  li'om  whom  he  hath  purchased  Provisions 
for  the  publick,  and  be  allowed  the  same  in  their  accounts 
with  the  publick. 

Mr.  Peter  Mallet  made  it  appear  before  this  Board  that 
the  four  hogsheads  of  Molasses  which  were  stopped  at  Eliz- 
abethtown,  and  are  in  care  of  William  McRee,  Esq.,  are  his 
property. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  William  McRee  deliver  to  the 
said  Mallet,  or  order,  the  said  four  hogsheads  of  Molasses. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
Nicholas  Long,  Esq.,  £135,  for  a  Wagon,  four  Horses,  and 
six  barrels  of  Corn,  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
Troops  in  this  Province,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts 
with  the  publick. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Thursday,  June  13,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  pay  to  Mr.  William  Wil- 
kinson the  sum  of  £40,  for  so  much  advanced  by  him  for 
the  use  of  the  Fii'st  Regiment  of  Continental  Troops  in  this 
Province,  and  be  allowed  in  his  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
Edward  Dickson  £8,  for  going  express  to  General  Lee, 
in  South- Carolina,  and  be  allowed  in 'their  accounts  with 
the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  armed  Brig 
the  Pennsylvania  Farmer,  at  Newbem,  deliver  out  of  the 
publick  stores  in  their  possession,  to  John  Wright  Stanley, 
twenty  pieces  of  Canvass,  taking  his  obligation,  with  secu- 
rity, to  deliver  into  their  hands,  at  a  reasonable  price,  good 
Dutch  Osnabergs,  sufficient  to  pay  the  value  of  the  said 
Canvass. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  IZenezer  Folesome  immediately 
call  on  the  several  Merchants  and  Factors  in  Cumberland 
County,  whom  he  suspects  have  Salt  in  their  hands,  and 
make  strict  inquiry  for  any  that  may  be  concealed,  and  take 
an  inventory,  and  stop  the  sale  of  the  same,  and  return  an 
account  thereof  to  this  Board :  Provided,  That  this  Resolve 
shall  not  extend  to  such  Salt  as  has  been  purchased  for  the 
use  of  private  families ;  and  that  he  call  on  the  'Commis- 
sionei-s  to  render  an  account  of  all  the  Salt  delivered  out, 
and  to  whom,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  Council. 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Quinn  be  appointed  Lieutenant 
Fire- Worker,  in  a  Company  of  Artillery  in  this  Province 
commanded  by  Captain  John  Vance. 

Resolved,  That  James  Middleton  be  appointed  First 
Lieutenant,  Charles  Hollingsworth  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
James  Spicer  Ensign,  to  the  Independent  Company  station- 
ed between  New-River  and  Deep-Inlet. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'cIix;k. 

Friday,  June  14,  1770. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
Dr.  James  Geekie,  Surgeon  to  the  First  Regiment  of  Con- 
tinental Troops  in  this  Province,  £80,  for  sundry  Medicines 
furnished  for  the  First  and  Second  Regiment  of  said  Troops, 
and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Walter  Gibson  be  appointed  Com- 
missary to  the  detachments  of  Militia  from  the  Netvbern  and 
Wilmington  Brigades  of  Militia,  now  in  actual  service  under 
Brigadier-General  Ashe. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
Mr.  Peter  Mallet  £81  13s.  6d.,  for  thirty -eight  barrels  of 
Flour  delivered  William  Cannon,  Esq.,  Commissary  to  the 
First  Regiment  of  Contioental  Troops  in  this  Province,  for 
the  use  of  the  said  Regiment ;  and  be  allowed  in  their  ac- 
counts with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Joseph  Leech,  James  Davis,  Esq., 
and  Mr.  David  Baron,  be  appointed  to  value  the  Cannon, 
on  oath,  imported  into  Newbem  by  Captain  Elm^ ;  and  send 


a  return  of  said  valuation  to  this  Council,  that  satisfaction 
may  be  made  to  the  owner. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Henry  Toomer  be  appointed  Com- 
missary to  the  detachment  of  Militia  from  the  Halifax  Bri- 
gade, now  in  actual  service  under  Brigadier-General  Ashe, 
in  the  room  of  Chappell  Gee,  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  Timothy  Bhodworth  be  allowed  and  paid 
by  the  publick  £5  for  each  Musket  and  Bayonet  that  he 
makes  (agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental 
Congress)  and  delivers  witliin  four  months  from  tl>is  date  to 
this  Council,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall  ap- 
point to  receive  them ;  and  that  the  said  Bhodworth,  and 
the  workmen  employed  by  him  in  the  making  of  Muskets 
and  Bayonets,  shall  be  exempt  from  bearing  arms  during 
the  time  they  shall  be  at  work  thereon ;  also,  that  the  sum 
of  £100  be  immediately  advanced  to  the  said  Bhodworth 
to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  said  work,  he  first  giving 
security  faithfully  to  account  for  the  same ;  and  that  the 
Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  the  same,  and  be  allow- 
ed in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  armed  Brig 
Pennsylvania  Fanner,  at  Newbem,  do  take,  for  the  use  of 
the  said  Brig,  eight  of  the  most  suitable  Cannon  imported 
by  Captain  Elmes,  after  the  same  shall  have  been  appraised 
agreeable  to  a  Resolution  of  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
Mr.  Henry  Toomer,  Commissary  to  tlie  Halifax  detachment 
of  Militia,  the  sum  of  £1,000,  for  the  purchasing  Provisions 
for  said  Militia,  he  first  giving  bond,  with  security,  in  £2,000, 
faithfully  to  account  for  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in  their 
accounts  with  the  publick. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Saturday,  June  15,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  Mk.  Jean  Dubois  and  Mrs.  McNiell  and 
their  families  remove  from  the  Town  of  Wilmington,  the 
place  of  their  residence,  within  eight  days  from  this  time, 
so  as  to  be  at  least  twenty  miles  distant  from  the  said  Town, 
up  the  River ;  and  that  General  Moore  be  requested  to  see 
tliis  Resolve  carried  into  execution. 

The  Council  having  received  information  that  David 
Jackson,  James  Meives,  Wl,lliam  Gamer,  John  Piles,  and 
John  Piles,  Jun.,  Prisoners,  who  were  destined  for  Philadel- 
phia and  Virginia,  had  made  their  escape  from  the  guard, 
and  returned  to  their  respective  habitations,  and  are  using 
their  utmost  influence  with  the  disaffected  in  that  part  of 
the  Province  to  prevent  their  associating  in  the  comntion 
cause : 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Ebenezer  Folesome  forthwith 
march  a  party  of  Horse,  with  the  utmost  secrecy,  and  secure 
the  persons  of  the  said  James  Mewes,  William  Garner,  John 
Piks,  John  Piles,  Jun.,  David  Jackson,  and  a  certain  Wil- 
liam Catlett,  and  convey  them,  under  a  sufficient  guard,  to 
Halifax  3a.\\. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
James  Grant  £14  \6s.,  for  sundry  services  by  liim  rendered' 
the  publick,  and  be  allowed  the  same  in  their  accounts  with 
the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  William  Maxwell,  Colin  Campbell,  and 
Donald  Campbell,  who  have  been  carrying  on  a  correspon- 
dence with  the  enemy,  be  sent,  under  a  proper  guard,  to  the 
Town  of  Newbem,  and  delivered  to  the  Jailer  there,  to  be 

kept  in  the  publick  Jail  until  further  ordere ;  and  that 

Smith,  John  Campbell,  William  Miller,  and  Makom  McNeill, 
be  sent  under  guard  to  the  Town  o{  Halifax,  and  delivered 
to  the  Jailer  there,  to  be  kept  in  the  publick  prison  until 
further  orders ;  and  that  Andrew  M'^ilson  and  Thomas  Ers- 
kine  be  sent  with  the  guard  to  the  Town  of  Halifax,  there 
to  remain  within  the  limits  of  the  said  town  on  their  parole; 
and  that  General  Ashe  see  this  Resolve  carried  into  execu- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
James  Dupree  the  sum  of  £150,  to  enable  him  to  purchase 
Tools  for  establishing  an  Armory  to  the  Continental  Troops 
in  this  Province,  he  giving  bond  with  security  to  account 
for  the  same  in  the  sum  of  £200,  and  be  allowed  the  same 
in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 
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Besolved,  Tliat  Mr.  Abraham  Dawes  bo  appointed  Bri- 
gade-Major to  tlie  detachment  of  Militia  in  actual  service 
under  Brigadier-General  Ashe. 

Resolved,  That  Maurice  Jones  be  a)jpointed  Second  Lieu- 
tenant in  Captain  George  MitchelPs  Company  in  the  Fifth 
Rei^iment  of  the  American  Army  of  this  Province. 

Agreeably  to  Resolve,  the  Council  adjourned  to  Mr.  fVil- 
Uam  WhitfieM's,aa  JVeiwe  River,  in  Dobbs  County. 

Wednesday,  Juno  19,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Thomas  Eaton,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Members  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Halifax,  appeared,  subscribed  the  test,  and  took  his 
seat  accordingly. 

The  President  being  absent,  Thomas  Eaton,  Esq.,  was 
chosen  President  pro  tempore. 

Thomas  James  Emery  being  charged  on  oath  with  undue 
practices,  lending  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
prevent  the  Militia  of  Craven  County  from  turning  out  in 
defence  and  protection  of  this  Province  agreeable  to  Resolve 
of  Congress: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Thomas  James  Emery  do  remove 
within  ten  days  from  the  Town  of  Newbern,  the  place  of  his 
present  residence,  to  the  County  of  Dobbs,  there  to  remain 
on  his  parole,  within  the  limits  of  the  said  County,  for  the 
space  of  two  months  from  the  date  hereof,  and  at  the  expi- 
ration thereof  he  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  Town  of  JVew- 
bern,  on  giving  bond  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
the  said  town  in  sufficient  security  for  his  future  good  beha- 
viour, and  that  Brigadier-General  Bryan  see  this  Resolve 
carried  into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
Henry  Gifford,  Commissary  to  the  detachment  of  Militia 
stationed  at  Cross-Creek,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Folesome,  £400,  and  be  allowed  the  same  in  their  accounts 
with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Henry  Gifford  be  appointed  to  pur- 
chase Provender  for  the  Light-Horse  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Foksome,  at  Cross- Creek,  and  furnisii  them  at 
the  rate  of  six  quarts  of  Corn  per  day,  or  four  quarts  of 
Corn  and  four  quarts  of  Oats  per  day,  for  each  horse,  and 
that  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  four  Shillings  per  day  for  his 
trouble. 

On  application  of  Captain  Atkinson  to  this  Board  for  a 
quantity  of  Powder  to  supply  tlie  Troops  under  Colonel 
Folesome,  at  Cross-Creek,  the  same  appearing  absolutely 
necessary. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Ebenezer  Folesome  be  empower- 
ed to  send,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  Brigadier-General  Jon£s 
for  five  hundred  weight  of  the  Powder,  now  in  the  care  of 
Henry  Montfort,  belonging  to  the  publick. 

The  Council,  taking  into  consideration  the  necessity  of 
supplying  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  this  Province  with  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  Powder  for  their  protection. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Rutherford  be  supplied 
with  five  hundred  weight  of  Powder,  now  in  the  care  of 
Henry  Montfort,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  that  Briga- 
dier-General Jones  send  the  same. 


of  the  Provincial  Congress,  to  serve  in  their  respective  Com- 
mittees, in  the  room  of  those  neglecting  and  refusing  to  act 
and  so  removed  out  of  the  Province. 

The  Honourable  the  President  appeared  in  Council  and 
took  his  seat. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 


Adj, 


ourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 


Thursday,  June  20,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment.    Adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  21,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Ebenezer  Folesome  be  directed 
to  appoint  two  Sergeants  and  two  Corporals  to  each  Com- 
pany of  Light-Horse,  and  that  the  Paymaster  pay  them  the 
wages  due  such  Officers  from  the  time  of  their  appoint- 
ment. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  the  Council  that  many  of  the 
Members  of  the  Committee,  both  of  the  County  of  Cumber- 
Imid  and  Town  of  Campbellion,  are  removed  out  of  the  Pro- 
vince, and  some  of  those  that  remain  decline  to  act : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
County  and  Town  elect  Members,  pursuant  to  the  Resolve 


Saturday,  June  32,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Eleazer  Drew  do  attend  this  Coun- 
cil on  Monday,  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  wit!)  the  necessary 
papei-s  explanatory  of  the  Bottomry  on  the  Brig  William, 
and  all  other  Accounts  respecting  said  Brig. 

Resolved,  That  Courts  of  Justice  for  hearing  and  deter- 
mining maritime  matters,  be,  and  hereby  are,  established  at 
the  Ports  of  Edcnton,  Bath,  Newbern,  and  Wilmington,  and 
that  the  following  persons  be  appointed  Judges  of  the  said 
Courts,  to  wit :  Jasper  Charlton,  Esq.,  for  the  Port  of  Eden- 
ton,  Christopher  JSIeale,  Esq.,  for  the  Port  of  Newbern,  and 
Thomas  Respcss,  Jun.,  Esq.,  for  the  Port  of  Bath,  and  that 
Commissions  issue  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Judges  of  the  said  Courts  of  Admi- 
ralty be  directed  to  appoint  one  Register  and  Marshal  of 
each  of  the  said  Ports,  and  all  other  officers  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  the  determination  and 
decrees  of  said  Courts. 

Resolved,  That  Diddcrick  Gibble  be  appointed  Ensign 
in  Captain  Enoch  Ward's  Independent  Company,  in  the 
room  of  Charles  Dennis,  who  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  Benajah  Doty  be  appointed  Second  Ma- 
jor in  the  Onslow  Regiment  of  Militia,  in  the  room  of  James 
Howard,  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  Hull  Doty  be  a|)pointed  Commissary  to 
the  Independent  Company  stationed  on  the  same  coast, 
commanded  by  Captain  Selbey  Harney. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Militia 
and  Minute-men  in  this  Province,  who  have  been  on  service 
in  the  late  insurrection,  do  collect,  from  the  different  Com- 
panies under  their  command,  the  publick  Powder  which  re- 
mains in  their  hands,  and  return  an  account  of  the  same  to 
this  Board. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Monday,  June  24, 1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Council,  upon  reconsidering  the  case  of  Joseph  Smith, 
John  Campbell,  William  Miller,  and  Malcom  McNeill,  Pri- 
sonei-s,  ordered  to  jFfaZi/"oj;  Jail, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Prisoners  be  admitted  their  pa- 
role within  the  limits  of  the  Town  of  Halifax,  they  appear- 
ing between  the  hours  of  nine  and  twelve  every  day  before 
Mr.  Christopher  Dudley. 

On  application  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Rochester,  Commissary 
of  Stores,  setting  forth  that  for  want  of  Wagons,  and  by  rea- 
son of  the  Ferries  between  Edenton  and  Newbern,  he  could 
not,  without  great  delay  and  expense,  remove  the  publick 
Stores  from  that  town,  as  the  Congress  had  directed: 

The  Council,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  are  of 
opinion  that  the  said  Stores  may  with  safety  be  removed  by 
water  from  Edenton  to  Newbern,  from  whence  they  may  be 
transported  by  land  to  the  Army. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  John  Bryan,  of  Craven  County, 
do  ])rocure  a  proper  Boat,  and  send  twelve  armed  men,  un- 
der the  connnand  of  an  Officer,  to  Edenton  for  the  said 
Stores,  and  deljvcr  them  in  Newbern  to  the  order  of  the  Com- 
missary. 

Whereas  the  Council  have  received  information  that  Ben- 
jamin Sheppard,  of  Dobbs  County,  hath  |)asscd,  as  and  for 
good  and  lawful  money,  certain  base  Counterfeit  Bills,  in 
likeness  of  the  four  dollar  Bills  emitted  in  consequence  of 
a  Resolve  of  Congress,  held  at  Hillsborough, 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Abraham  Sheppard  immediately 
take  into  his  safe  custody  the  said  Benjamin  Sheppard,  and 
bring  him  forthwith  before  the  Council,  to  answer  of  and 
concerning  the  premises,  and  that  he  take  with  him  such 
aid  as  may  be  needful. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  June  25,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjoumment. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Brignal,  Esq.,  be  requested,  and 
he  is  hereby  empowered,  to  examine  the  publick  Provisions 
in  Tarborough,  in  the  care  of  Henry  Iriuin,  and  repack  the 
same  at  the  publick  expense,  and  also  to  sell  for  the  best 
price  that  can  be  had  such  Provisions  as  may  be  unfit  for 
carriage  or  transportation. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  26,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Joseph  Green,  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  purchasing 
Guns  in  the  County  of  Dobbs,  exhibited  an  Account,  where- 
by it  appears  that  he  hath  received  of  the  publick  Trea- 
surer £150;  that  he  hath  purchased  forty  Guns  at  the  price 
of  £149  9s.  4fi.,  which  Guns  he  delivered  to  Captain  fVil- 
liam  Casivell,  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Continental  Troops 
in  this  Province,  for  which  he  produced  a  Receipt;  whereby 
it  appears  there  is  a  balance  of  \0s.  8d.  in  the  hands  of  the 
said  Joseph  Green,  belonging  to  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Joseph  Green  be  allowed  £10 
for  his  extraordinary  trouble  and  vigilance  in  procuring  the 
said  Arms,  and  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
iiim  £9  9s.  4d.,  being  the  balance  of  the  said  £10,  and  be 
allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Thursday,  June  27,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congress  having  applied  to  the  President  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  South-  Carolina  for  the  purchase  of 
twenty  pieces  of  Cannon,  (double-fortified  six-pounders,)  im- 
ported into  this  Province  by  Captain  Thomas  JSelmes,  in  the 
Schooner  Little  Thomas,  which  vessel  is  now  lying  at  JSew- 
bem ;  and  Mr.  Edward  Blake,  the  half  owner  thereof,  having 
signified  in  a  Letter  to  said  Captain  Nelmes  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  of  Safety  had  directions  from  that  Board 
to  load  the  said  vessel  from  this  Province  at  the  expense  of 
South- Carolina,  and,  in  case  of  neglect,  that  he,  the  said 
Edward  Blake,  would  pay  the  expense  of  such  cargo. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
the  said  Thomas  Nelmes  the  sum  of  £600,  to  enable  him 
to  procure  a  cargo  for  the  said  Schooner,  for  which  sum  the 
Province  of  South- Carolina  is  chargeable  ;  and  if  not  paid 
by  that  Province,  the  said  Edward  Blake  to  be  chargeable 
for  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  witli  the 
publick. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Caswell,  Esquire,  publick  Trea- 
surer of  the  Southern  District,  draw  on  the  Continental  Trea- 
sury in  favour  of  Richard  Ellis,  Esquire,  for  2,850  Dollars, 
being  the  amount  of  his  claim  for  nineteen  hundred  weight 
of  Gunpowder  imported  for  the  use  of  the  publick,  and  be 
allowed  in  his  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Thomas  Nelmes  be  permitted  to 
purchase  a  cargo  of  Provisions  in  this  Province  for  Ber- 
muda. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
to  Captain  Joshua  Hampstead  the  sum  of  £|20,  for  two 
hundred  weight  of  Gunpowder,  imported  for  the  use  of 
this  Province,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the 
publick. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Joshua  Hampstead  be  pennitted 
to  export  white  oak  Slaves  from  this  Province  to  the  French 
West-India  Islands,  to  the  amount  of  £120,  being  the  net 
value  of  the  Gunpowder  imported  by  him  for  the  use  of  the 
publick. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Ellis,  Esquire,  be  permitted  to 
export  white  oak  Staves  from  this  Province  to  the  French, 
Dutch,  or  neutral  West-India  Islands,  to  the  amount  of 
£1,040,  being  the  net  value  of  the  Gunpowder  imported 
by  him  into  this  Province  for  the  publick. 

Whereas  Richard  Ellis,  Esq.,  of  the  Town  of  Newbern, 
hath  applied  for  Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal  for  his 
armed  Sloop  called  the  Heart-of-Oak,  burden  about  seven- 
ty-tons, and  hath  also  delivered  in  a  schedule  of  the  number 
of  guns  and  the  names  of  the  officers,  the  provisions,  and 
warlike  stores  on  board,  and  hath  also  given  bond  and 


security  agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress for  that  purpose ;  and  whereas  the  Commissions  or 
Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal  issued  by  the  said  Congress 
for  this  Province  are  not  yet  arrived  : 

Resolved,  That  George  Dennison,  Captain  of  the  said 

Ilearl-of- Oak,  William  Troop,  cKxdMaXf?,  And , 

second  Mate,  officers  on  board  the  said  Heart-of-Oak,  be, 
and  are  hereby,  permitted  to  act  against  the  enemies  of  the 
Thirteen  United  Colonies,  in  manner  and  form  as  Letters  of 
Marque  are  permitted  by  the  Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  Mr.  John  Wood  be  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant  in  Captain  William  Ward's  Company,  in  the 
Fifth  Regiment,  of  the  American  Army  of  this  Province. 

Whereas  eight  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  fit  out 
the  armed  Brig  the  Pennsyhania  Farmer,  at  Newbern,  and 
it  appearing  that  a  majority  of  the  said  Commissionei-s  can- 
not be  with  conveniency  on  any  occasion  collected,  whereby 
many  delays  and  inconveniences  may  arise: 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Joseph  Leech,  Richard  Ellis,  and 
Bavid  Baron,  three  of  the  said  Commissioners,  are  hereby 
empowered  and  required  to  act  and  do  all  things  necessary 
for  the  management  of  the  said  Brig  and  her  crew  on  board, 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  Congress  and  Provincial 
Council  heretofore  made ;  and  lay  an  account  of  their  pro- 
ceedings before  the  next  Provincial  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  John  Guerard  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of 
£15  per  month  for  transporting  the  Army,  with  their  bag- 
gage, and  every  other  article  belonging  thereto,  across  the 
ferries  opposite  to  Wilmington,  to  commence  from  the  24th 
day  of  June  instant,  he  agreeing  to  find  hands  and  boats  and 
constant  attendance  for  that  purpose. 

Whereas  Mr.  John  Green,  of  the  Town  of  Newbern,  hath 
applied  for  Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal  for  an  armed 
Schooner  called  the  Johnston,  belonging  to  the  said  John 
Green,  Andrew  Blanchard,  Edward  Tinker,  and  David 
Baron,  of  the  County  of  Craven,  and  Robert  Salter,  of  the 
County  of  Pitt,  and  has  also  delivered  in  a  schedule  of  the 
number  of  guns,  and  the  names  of  the  officers,  the  provi- 
sions, and  warlike  stores  on  board,  and  hath  also  given  bond 
and  security,  agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental 
Congress  for  that  purpose  ;  and  whereas  the  Commissions  or 
Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal  issued  by  the  Congress  for 
this  Province  are  not  yet  arrived  : 

Resolved,  Tliat  Edward  Tinker,  Captain,  Reuben  Doze, 
chief  Mate,  and  Samuel  Palmer,  second  Mate,  officers  on 
board  the  said  Schooner  Johnston,  and  her  crew,  be,  and 
are  hereby,  permitted  to  act  against  the  enemies  of  the 
Thirteen  United  Colonies,  in  manner  and  form  as  Letters  of 
Marque  and  Reprisal  are  permitted  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  28,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  the  Council  have  received  information  that  a 
certain  Joshua  Bently,  of  the  County  of  Edgecombe,  is  a  per- 
son disaffiicted  to  the  common  cause,  and  hath  endeavoured 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  against  the  present  Ameri- 
can measures : 

Resolved,  That  Abraham  Sheppard,  Esq.,  take  such  a 
power  of  the  Militia  as  may  be  necessary,  and  bring  before 
this  Council  the  body  of  the  said  Joshua  Bently,  to  answer 
of  and  concerning  the  premises. 

Benjamin  Sheppard,  who  was  charged  with  passing  Coun- 
terfeit Money,  being  brought  before  the  Council  and  exa- 
mined, and  not  giving  a  satisfactory  account  in  what  man- 
ner he  became  possessed  of  the  said  Counterfeit  Bills,  and 
circumstances  tending  to  render  the  conduct  of  the  said 
Benjamin  Sheppard  suspicious : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Sheppard  do  enter  into 
bond,  with  security,  in  the  sum  of  £1,000,  with  condition 
to  appear  before  this  Council,  to  answer  for  his  conduct  here- 
in whenever  he  may  he  called  on  for  further  inquiry. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
Mr.  Charles  Jaycocks,  Commissary  to  the  Edenton  Brigade 
of  Militia  now  in  actual  service,  £500,  to  enable  him  to 
procure  Provisions  for  the  said  Brigade,  and  be  allowed  in 
their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

The  Council  having  received  information  that  Thomas 
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Harrhon  and  William  Taylor  are  persons  disaffected  to  the 
common  cause,  and  are  endeavouring  to  dissuade  the  people 
from  associating  in  defence  of  their  liberties, 

Resolved,  That  Abraham  Sheppard,  Esquire,  of  Dobbs 
County,  taiie  sufficient  aid  and  brinij;  the  said  Thomas  Har- 
rison and  fVilliam  Taylor  before  this  Board,  to  answer  of 
and  concerning  the  premises. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Saturday,  June  29,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  William  Bryan,  Colonel  of  the  Militia  o(  John- 
ston County,  hath  complained  to  the  Council  that  some  of 
the  Militia  who  were  drafted  pursuant  to  a  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress have  refused  to  serve : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Bryan  issue  his  War- 
rant for  the  recovery  of  the  fines,  pursuant  to  the  Militia 
Law  and  Resolution  of  the  Congress  in  that  case  made  and 
provided,  and  that  Needham  Bryan,  late  Sheriff  of  JoAtw^o/i 
County,  be  empowered  to  execute  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
Walter  Gibson,  Commissary  to  the  Newbem  and  Wihnington 
Brigades  of  Militia,  the  sum  of  £1,000,  to  enable  him  to 
procure  Provisions  for  the  said  Militia  Brigades,  and  be  al- 
lowed in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  the  Council  that  Robert  Cochran, 
Esq.,  has  advanced  to  Colonel  Alexander  Martin,  of  the 
Second  Regiment  of  Continental  Troops  in  this  Province, 
as  per  receipt,  £160;  and  also  to  C^pt^lln  John  Armstrong 
£22  6s.  2d.,  amounting  to  £182  6s.  2d.,  in  part  pay  of  the 
said  Regiment : 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  pay  Robert  Cochran  the 
sum  of  £182  6*.  2d.,  and  be  allowed  the  same  in  his  ac- 
counts with  the  publick,  and  deduct  the  same  out  of  the  pay 
of  the  said  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Captains  of  each  Independent  Com- 
pany stationed  on  the  sea-coast  in  this  Province,  do  pur- 
chase, at  the  expense  of  the  publick,  three  good  suitable 
Boats  for  each  Company,  provided  that  such  Boats  so  to  be 
purchased  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  £10  each. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Sunday,  June  30,  177C. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Adjourned  till  to-mor- 
row morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Monday,  July  1,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  who  have  Horses,  Guns,  or 
other  articles,  in  their  possession,  which  were  impressed, 
brought,  or  taken  into  service  of  the  publick,  on  the  expedi- 
tion against  the  Tories  and  to  Cape-Fear,  and  no  owner 
appearing  to  claim,  bring  or  send  the  same  to  Captain  Wil- 
liam Whitfield,  on  Neuse,  in  Dobbs  County ;  those  who 
neglect  so  to  do  will  be  compelled  to  make  good  the  sum 
which  such  articles  were  valued  to. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  July  2,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  John  Pasture  be  appointed  Second  Lieu- 
tenant in  Captain  George  MitcheWs  Company,  in  the  Sixth 
Regiment  of  the  American  Army  in  this  Province,  in  the 
room  of  Maurice  Jones,  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  Christopher  Neale,  Esq.,  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  at  Port  Newhem,  do  immediately  pro- 
ceed on  the  trial  of  the  Brigantine  William,  seized  as  British 
property,  and  now  lying  at  the  said  Port,  agreeable  to  the 
Resolves  of  the  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday  July  3,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  David  Baron  be  permitted  to  ship  to 
the  French,  Dutch,  or  Neutral  West-India  Islands,  twenty- 
six  thousand  four  hundred  white  oak  Staves,  Gfty-two  thou- 
sand red  oak  Staves,  two  thousand  five  hundred  white  oak 


hogshead  Heading,  and  fifty  thousand  twenty-two  inch  Shin- 
gles ;  the  said  David  Baron  first  entering  into  bond,  with 
security,  before  the  Commissioner  for  the  Port  of  Newbem, 
in  the  sum  of  £3,000,  that  he  will  import  into  this  Pro- 
vince the  whole  amount  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  above 
articles,  in  Arms,  Ammunition,  and  Salt,  the  danger  of  the 
seas  and  enemy  excepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
Mr.  David  Smith  £3,  for  his  expenses  and  attendance  on 
this  Board,  and  be  allowed  the  same  in  their  accounts  with 
the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  James  Coor,  Esquire,  be  appointed  Com- 
missioner for  the  Port  of  Newbem,  in  this  Province ;  and 
that  he  enter  into  bond,  with  security,  in  the  sum  of  £5,000, 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  office. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Thursday,  July  4,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress,  in  order  that  an  equal 
and  general  representation  should  be  made  in  the  Thirteen 
United  Colonies,  on  the  26th  day  of  December  last  did  re- 
solve that  the  most  effectual  means  should  be  taken  in  each 
Colony  by  the  Assemblies,  Councils,  or  Committees  of  Safe- 
ty, to  ascertain  an  impartial  list  of  the  number  of  the  Inha- 
bitants in  their  respective  Colonies : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Committees  of  the  several 
Counties  and  Towns  within  this  Province  take  the  most 
effectual  method  to  obtain  an  exact  list  of  the  number  of 
Inhabitants  in  their  respective  Counties  and  Towns,  distin- 
guished as  directed  by  the  Resolve  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress at  Hillsborough,  in  1775;  and  that  the  Chairman  of 
the  said  Committees  transmit  to  this  Board  such  list,  proper- 
ly authenticated,  by  the  persons  who  shall  be  intrusted  with 
this  service,  within  three  months  from  this  time,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  transmitted  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Captain  of  each  Company  of  Con- 
tinental Troops  raised  in  this  Province  do  pay  to  such  per- 
sons as  may  apprehend  and  deliver  to  them  any  deserting 
Soldier  belonging  to  his  Company,  such  a  sum  of  money 
as  may  be  reasonable  and  equal  to  the  trouble  and  expense 
of  apprehending  such  Soldier  or  Soldiei-s,  not  exceeding  £5, 
and  deduct  the  same  out  of  the  pay  of  such  Soldier. 

The  Council,  taking  into  consideration  the  present  alarm- 
ing and  dangerous  situation  of  this  Province,  and  reflecting, 
with  the  greatest  concern,  that  a  number  of  people,  nursed 
up  in  the  very  bosom  of  the  countr)',  who,  by  their  pretended 
neutrality,  virtually  declare  themselves  enemies  to  the  Ame- 
rican Union,  while  others,  more  daring,  refuse  to  receive  in 
payment  the  publick  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Province  issued 
for  the  very  purpose  of  securing  to  our  posterity  the  most 
inestimable  blessings  of  peace,  liberty,  and  property;  and 
whereas  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  have, 
under  colour  of  law,  directed  their  Troops  to  seize  and  de- 
stroy the  persons  and  properties  of  the  good  people  of  this 
Province :  In  order,  therefore,  to  secure  the  property  of  such 
instruments  of  despotism,  and  prevent  the  fatal  efl'ects  that 
might  otherwise  result  from  their  conduct : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  the  several  Counties 
in  this  Province  do  immediately  call  on  every  such  person 
within  their  respective  Counties  to  render  an  inventory,  on 
oath,  of  all  and  singular  their  real  and  personal  estate ;  and 
in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal,  they  do  direct  the  Command- 
ing Officer  of  die  County  forthwith  to  cause  such  suspected 
person  to  be  brought  before  this  Board. 

The  Council  being  informed  that  the  Committee  of  the 
County  of  Duplin  have  taken  into  their  possession  a  large 
quantity  of  Salt,  the  property  of  Mr.  John  James ;  and  it 
appearing  that  Salt  may,  at  this  time,  be  purchased  at  or 
near  Wilmington,  and  that  the  said  Mr.  James  hath  con- 
tracted to  procure  Provisions  for  the  use  of  this  Province : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  do  suffer  Mr.  James 
to  retain  in  the  County,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  any  quan- 
tity of  Salt,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  bushels  ;  and  in  case 
the  remainder  should  be  wanted  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  County,  that  they  do  allow  him  the  sum  of  10*.,  Pro- 
clamation, per  bushel,  for  the  same ;  and  that  they  do  not 
sell  more  than  two  bushels  to  any  one  family. 
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ffhitmill  Hill,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Provincial  Council  to  charter  a  Vessel  or  Vessels,  and 
agree  with  Masters  and  Seamen,  to  proceed  on  a  voyage,  at 
the  expense  of  this  Province,  for  Arms  and  Ammunition, 
exhibited  his  Account,  whereby  it  appears  that  he  hath  re- 
ceived from  the  publick  Treasury  the  sum  of  £  1,500  ;  that 
he  hath  regularly  laid  out  and  expended  in  cargoes,  which 
he  shipped  on  board  Captain  James  Butler  and  Captain 
Daniel  Cartwright,  on  account  of  this  Province,  the  sum 
£1,499  14lS.  Id.,  which  leaves  a  balance  of  5s.  5d.  in  the 
hands  of  the  said  JfhitmiU  Hill  due  to  the  publick,  which 
balances  his  Account. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Friday,  July  5,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Folesome  deliver  to  William 
Sheppard,  o{  Surry  County,  sixty  bushels  of  Salt  out  of  that 
belonging  to  Robert  Gilles,  of  Cross  Creek,  the  said  Wil- 


liam Sheppard  paying  for  the  same  ;  and  that  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Salt  be  kept  until  further  orders  from  this 
Board,  except  what  belongs  to  the  Commissaries  Mallet 
and  Gibson. 

Whereas  Peter  Mallet  and  Robert  Cobb,  Esqs.,  two  of 
the  Commissioners  for  inventorying  the  Tories'  Estates  in 
Cumberland  County,  appointed  by  Congress,  are  so  engaged 
in  the  Army  that  they  cannot  attend  that  duty: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  Mr.  David  Smith  and  Mr.. 
John  Walsh  be  added  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Congress,  and  are  hereby  invested  with  the  same  powers 
and  subject  to  the  same  restrictions  as  the  Commissioners 
appointed  by  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Isaac  Guion  be  appointed  Commis- 
sary to  the  Independent  Company  of  Militia  stationed  on 
the  sea-coast,  conmianded  by  Captain  Sclby  Harney,  in  the 
room  of  Hull  Doty,  who  hath  iniisted  as  a  soldier  in  the 
said  Company. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 


BALTIMORE  COUNTY  COMMITTEE. 
At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee,  May  7,  1776 : 

Present :  Andrew  Buchanan,  Chairman  pro  tern.,  T.  Harrison,  J.  Mcr- 
ryman,  J.  E.  Howard,  W.  Aisquith,  J.  Cradoclc,  J.  Calhoun,  J.  Cockey, 
J.  Boyd,  Secretary  pfo  tern. 

Alexander  McGee  was  brought  before  the  Committee, 
and  several  allegations  being  read  to  him  of  a  dangerous 
nature  to  the  peace  and  union  of  the  people  in  their  present 
opposition  to  British  tyranny,  which  allegations  are  sup- 
ported by  the  testimony  of  Messrs.  William  Buchanan, 
William  Lyon,  Robert  Lyon,  and  James  Calhoun,  and  said 
McGee  acknowledging  the  truth  of  some,  and  equivocating 
as  to  others  of  them,  appears  to  this  Committee  to  be  a 
dangerous  man,  and  highly  inimical  to  American  liberty; 
wherefore  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  McGee  ought  to 
be  kept  in  safe  custody  till  further  orders  from  the  Conven- 
tion and  Council  of  Safety,  and  that  the  following  account 
of  the  matter  be  transmitted  to  them  for  that  purpose : 

"  In  Committee,  Baltimore,  May  7,  1776. 

"Gentlemen:  The  enclosed  contains  opinions  and  sen- 
timents of  a  certain  Alexander  McGee,  an  inhabitant  of  this 
County,  which  appear  to  this  Committee  to  be  dangerous 
and  inimical  to  the  cause  in  which  America  is  embarked. 
On  examining  the  man,  he  avowed  some  of  them,  and  equi- 
vocated as  to  others,  and  as  he  appears  to  have  some  in- 
fluence among  the  common  people,  the  Committee  thought 
it  their  duty  to  order  him  into  custody,  and  to  be  kept  safe 
till  your  further  directions  can  be  obtained.  If  you  choose 
that  he  should  be  sent  down  to  you,  please  to  direct  in  what 
manner,  and  by  whom  he  is  to  be  guarded,  and  at  whose 
expense,  as  the  commanding  officer  here  apprehends  he  has 
no  authority  to  act  in  the  matter,  further  than  to  guard  him 
till  your  answer  can  he  received. 
"  We  are,  fee." 

(Signed  by  all  present.) 

Attest :  Geobge  Lux,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  May  13,  1776: 

Present:  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman,  A  Buchanan,  C.  Ridgely, 
(of  William,)  J.  Merryman,  W.  Wilkinson,  T.  Harrison,  J.  E.  How- 
ard, J.  Gitiings,  B.  Griffith,  J.  Calhoun,  W.  Aisquith,  T.  Sollers,  T. 
Rutter,  J.  Griest,  T.  Gist,  J.  Boyd. 

Captains  Isaac  Hammond,  Mordecai  Hammond,  and  Ste- 
phen Gill,  severally  returned  their  Enrollments. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  Companies  recommended  by 
this  Committee  to  the  Convention  to  be  formed  into  a  Bat- 
talion : 

1.  Benjamin  Nicholson  Captain,  John  Cockey  Owings 
First  Lieutenant,  Richard  Colegate  Second  Lieutenant, 
Joshua  Cockey  (of  Edward)  Ensign  ;  containing 

2.  Samuel  Owings  Captain,  Alexander  Wells  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Thomas  Owings  Second  Lieutenant,  David  Suth- 
erland Ensign  ;  containing  seventy-five  Privates. 

3.  Richard  Owings  (of  Samuel)  Caj)tain,  Joshua  Porter 
First  Lieutenant,  Benjamin  Lawrerwe  Second  Lieutenant, 
Jam£s  Barnes  Ensign  ;  containing  fifty-eight  Privates. 

4.  Thomas  Phillips  Captain,  Joshua  Dorsey  First  Lieu- 
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tenant,  John  Chapman  Second  Lieutenant,  Richard  Shipley 
Ensign  ;  containing  seventy-seven  Privates. 

5.  Charles  Caman  Captain,  William  Hudson  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Richard  Marsh  Second  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Doyle 
Ensign  ;  containing  seventy-nine  Privates. 

6.  Nathaniel  Stinchicomb  Captain,  Joseph  Gist  Fii-st 
Lieutenant,  John  Worthington  Dorsey  Second  Lieutenant, 
Joshua  Owings  (of  John)  Ensign ;  containing  seventy-six 
Privates. 

7.  Isaac  Hammond  Captain,  Christopher  Owings  First 
Lieutenant,  Samuel  Merryman  Second  Lieutenant,  William 
Chenoweth  Ensign  ;  containing  seventy-five  Privates. 

8.  Mordecai  Hammond  Captain,  Aquila  Hooker  First 
Lieutenant,  Richard  Davis  Second  Lieutenant,  Edward 
Parish  (pi Edward)  Ensign ;  containing  fifty-five  Privates. 

Whereas  Doctor  Robert  Lemmon,  of  North-Hundred,  did 
lately  apply  to  this  Committee,  setting  forth  that  many  per- 
sons remained  in  said  Hundred  who  had  not  signed  the 
Association  or  enrolled  in  any  Company  of  Militia ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  a  blank  enrollment  and  Association  paper 
were  delivered  to  the  said  Doctor  Lemmon,  in  order  to  offer 
the  same  to  be  subscribed  by  such  persons  as  had  not  already 
done  so :  These  are  to  certify  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  Committee,  by  giving  said  Association  and  enrollment 
papers  to  Doctor  Lemmon,  to  make  any  alteration  in  Cap- 
tain Stephen  GiWs,  or  any  other  Company  of  Militia  already 
enrolled  or  formed  in  said  Hundred. 

Attest :  George  Lux,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  May  20,  1776 : 

Present :  John  Smith,  Chairman  pro  tern.,  T.  Harrison,  B.  Griffith,  G. 
Vaughan,  W.  Aisquith,  A.  Britlon,  T.  Sellers,  J.  Calhoun,  J.  Cradock, 
J.  E.  Howard,  T.  Gist,  D.  Lux,  J.  Boyd. 

An  Association  Paper  was  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Edmund 
Stansbury,  Jun.,  and  also  a  list  of  non-Associators  and  non- 
EnroUers ;  but  he  having  informed  the  Committee  that 
Captain  John  Stevenson  has  detained  his  Enrollment,  and 
thereby  prevented  from  finishing  his  business : 

Resolved,  That  this  matter  be  referred  for  further  consi- 
deration. 

Messrs.  Wheeler  Murray  and  James  Boring  having  al- 
leged that  Mr.  Thomas  Stansbury,  Jun.,  has  declared  an 
intention  of  joining  the  Ministerial  forces  in  case  they  should 
come  here : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Wheeler  Murray  and  James  Bor- 
ing be  summoned  to  attend  this  Committee  on  Monday 
next,  to  prove  their  charges. 

George  Lux,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  May  27,  1776 : 

Present :  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman,  W.  Buchanan,  B.  Nich- 
olson, J.  Merryman,  T.  Harrison,  W.  Aisquith,  J.  Calhoun,  B.  Griffith, 
T.  Sollers,  J.  Cockey,  J.  Stcrrett,  J.  Smith,  J.  Griest,  J.  Boyd. 

Messrs.  Nicholas  Norwood  and  John  Perigo  are  appoint- 
ed to  value  all  the  Guns  that  have  been  or  may  be  taken 
from  the  non-Associators  and  non-Enrollers  in  Patapsco 
Lower  Hundred  by  Captain  Josias  Bowen. 
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The  same  gentlemen  are  also  appointed  to  appraise  the 
Guns  and  some  Powder  brought  in  to-day  by  Captain  fVil- 
liam  CromweU. 

Seven  and  a  half  pounds  of  Powder,  taken  from  Harry 
Dorset/  Goiigh,  Esq.,  (a  non-Associator  and  non-Enroller.) 
by  Captain  fVilliam  CromweU,  were  left  with  the  Committee, 
to  be  disposed  of  by  them  as  shall  to  them  seem  expedient. 

Mr.  John  Merryman,  Jun.,  is  appointed  Treasurer  and 
Receiver  of  the  Assessments  to  be  collected  from  the  non- 
EnroUers  by  the  different  Collectors  of  this  County. 

Mr.  George  WooUey  is  appointed  Collector  of  the  Assess- 
ments from  the  non-Enrollers  of  Westminster,  Baltimore 
Toxon,  West,  Baltimore  Town,  East,  and  Deptford  Hun- 
dreds. 

Mr.  Charles  Rogers  for  Middlesex  and  Patapsco,  Lower, 
and  Mr.  William  Cromivell  (of  William)  for  Soldiers'  De- 
light and  Patapsco,  Upper  Hundreds. 

The  following  is  the  form  of  the  Warrant  granted  to  the 
Collectors  of  the  Assessments : 

"  In  Committee,  &c. 

"Mr.  ^  ...  .B  ....  : 

"  Sir  :  You  are  hereby  appointed  and  empowered  to  col- 
lect and  receive  all  sums  of  money  by  the  Committee  of 
Baltimore  County  assessed,  and  to  be  assessed,  on  the  non- 
Enrollers  of Hundred,  and  in  default  of  pay- 
ment, (after  giving  one  month's  notice  of  such  assessment,) 
to  distrain  the  goods  and  effects  of  said  defaulters,  and  sell 
and  dispose  of  the  same  in  the  same  manner  that  goods  may 
be  distrained  and  sold  by  law  for  County  levies.  lu  so 
doing  this  shall  be  your  Wamnt. 

"  Signed  per  order :  Chairman." 

Messrs.  James  Boring  and  Wheeler  Murray  having,  in  a 
written  paper,  exculpated  Thomas  Stansbury,  Jun.,  from  the 
charge  alleged  against  him  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee : 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  charge 
exhibited  against  Mr.  Thomas  Stansbury,  Jun.,  is  groundless, 
and  that  the  said  Thomas  Stansbury,  Jun.,  is  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  every  friend  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty  in 
general,  and  this  Committee  in  particular,  for  his  uniform, 
warm,  and  forward  zeal  in  the  cause  of  liberty  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  unhappy  disturbances. 

Upon  motion  by  Doctor  Robert  Lemmon,  Captain  iSfc- 
phen  Gill  is  hereby  requested  to  attend  on  Monday,  the  10th 
of  June,  to  answer  to  the  allegations  of  the  aforesaid  Dr. 
Robert  Lemmon  and  others,  contained  in  a  paper  just  now 
handed  in  to  the  Committee. 

Attest :  George  Lux,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  May  28, 1776 : 

Present:  William  Lux,  Chairman,  A.   Buchanan,  B.  Nicholson,  T. 
Harrison,  W.  Aisquith,  J.  Calhoun,  J.  Griest,  J.  Smith,  J.  Boyd. 

Whereas  many  of  the  Troops  in  the  Provincial  service, 
as  well  as  the  Militia,  have  never  had  the  Small-Pox,  and 
it  is  necessary  and  expedient  in  this  time  of  danger  to  endea- 
vour as  much  as  possible  to  prevent  that  contagious  disorder 
from  spreading ;  this  Committee,  taking  the  same  into  con- 
sideration. 

Do  Resolve,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  in  this  County  to  desist  from  inoculating  any 
person  or  persons  whatever  within  the  said  County  until  the 
further  determination  of  the  Committee. 

Signed  perorder:  William  Lux,  Chair'n. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  request  from  the  Committee, 
several  Doctors  waited  on  them,  and  signed  the  following 
Paper : 

We,  the  subscribers,  practising  Physicians  in  the  Town 
of  Baltimore,  sensible  of  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the 
Resolve  of  the  Committee  that  inoculation  for  the  small-pox 
should,  for  the  present,  be  suspended,  do  cheerfully  engage 
that  we  will  not,  for  the  future,  inoculate  any  persons  what- 
ever in  this  County,  till  tlie  further  directions  from  this  Com- 
mittee. 

John  Boyd,  Ch's  Fred.  Wiesenthall, 

Patrick  Kennedy,  Henry  Stevenson.  , 

William  Beard, 
Attest :  George  Lux,  Secretary. 


At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee,  May  30,  1776 : 

Present:  Samuel  Purviancc,  Jun.,  Chairman,  W.  Lux,  Vice-Chairman, 
J.  Smith,  J.  Calhoun,  J.  Boyd,  W.  Aisquith,  Z.  McCubbin. 

Doctor  William  Lyon  made  application  to  the  Commit- 
tee, informing  them  that  Mr.  Charles  Grahame  had  intended 
to  bring  up  four  of  his  children  to  his  house  to  be  inoculated 
by  him,  previous  to  the  Resolve  of  the  28th  instant,  and 
requested  the  sense  of  the  Committee  thereon,  whether  or 
not  he  might  have  permission  to  proceed  in  the  said  inocu- 
lation, as  he  apprehended  that,  although  he  intended  to 
perform  the  operation  himself,  yet  he  did  not  consider  him- 
self as  a  practising  Physician,  and  that,  from  the  distance  of 
his  situation  from  town,  he  was  of  opinion  there  could  not 
be  the  least  danger  of  the  infection's  spreading.  The  Com- 
mittee, considering  duly  his  request: 

Resolved,  That  however  willing  they  may  be  to  oblige 
Mr.  Grahame,  they  cannot  deviate  from  their  general  line  of 
conduct,  and  therefore  refuse  the  requested  permission. 
Attest:  George  Lux,  6ecre<ary. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  June  3,  1776: 

Present :  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman,  J.  Smith,  T.  Gist,  J.  Boyd' 
J.  Griest,  W.  Wilkinson,  J.  Merryman,  J.  Calhoun,  B.  Griffith,  T' 
Sellers,  A.  Britain,  J.  Gillis,  J.  Sterrett,  T.  Rutter, 

Mr.  William  Holmes,  who  lives  on  Todd's  Island,  near 
North-Point,  proposed  to  this  Committee  that,  for  £6,  he 
would  give  intelligence  up  the  Bay  and  to  this  Town,  when 
the  enemy  were  coming  up  the  Bay,  for  one  year;  that  he 
will  keep  a  Boat  in  constant  readiness  for  the  purpose,  to 
run  up  the  Bay,  and  will  despatch  the  intelligence  for  the 
Town  by  Mr.  Roles,  who  lives  near  him  on  the  main,  who 
shall  be  paid  for  his  trouble  in  riding  up  to  Town  by  the 
Committee. 

The  Committee,  on  considering  Mr.  Holmes's  proposals, 
agreed  to  lay  the  same  before  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Mr.  Hugh  Westbay  presented  a  Petition  to  this  Commit- 
tee, setting  ibrth  his  poverty,  and  praying  an  exemption  from 
his  fine  as  being  a  non-Enroller. 

Whereupon  it  was  Resolved,  n.  c.  d.,  That  his  fine  ought 
not  to  be  remitted. 

Miss  Goddard  informed  this  Committee,  by  Letter,  that 
on  Wednesday  last  Mr.  George  Somerville  came  to  her  office 
and  abused  her  with  threats  and  indecent  language  on  ac- 
count of  a  late  publication  in  her  paper.  The  Committee, 
conceiving  it  to  be  their  duty  to  inquire  into  everything  that 
has  a  tendency  to  restrain  the  liberty  of  the  Press, 

Ordered,  That  a  Summons  be  issued  for  the  said  George 
Somerville,  returnable  at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

Complaint  being  made  to  the  Committee  by  Mr.  Benja- 
min Levy,  Clerk  to  the  Mercantile  Company,  that  Conrad 
Appleman,  a  Member  of  said  Company,  refuses  to  pay  the 
fines  assessed  on  him  for  non-attendance  of  the  Company: 

Ordered,  That  a  Warrant  be  issued  to  distrain  the  effects 
of  the  said  Appleman,  and  to  dispose  of  as  much  of  the  same 
as  inay  discharge  the  fines  incurred,  agreeable  to  the  Re- 
solve of  the  Convention. 

Which  Warrant  is  worded  as  follows : 

"Whereas  it  is  certified  to  this  Committee  that  a  certain 
Conrad  Appleman  (who  has  enrolled  in  the  Mercantile  Com- 
pany of  Militia)  has  been  fined  by  the  Officers  of  the  said 
Company  in  the  sum  of  15s.  for  his  non-attendance  at  three 
several  times  at  the  mustering  of  said  Company,  which  fines 
he  refuses  to  pay :  These  are  therefore  to  require  and  com- 
mand you  to  seize  and  distress  the  goods  and  effects  of  the 
said  Conrad  Appleman,  sufficient  to  pay  the  said  fines,  and 
sell  the  same  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  the  Convention  in 
such  case  made  and  provided ;  and  for  your  so  doing,  this 
shall  be  your  sufficient  Warrant. 

"  Signed  per  order : 

"Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Ch'n. 

"  To  a  FrolicJc." 

Mr.  Joshua  Gist  is  appointed  Collector  of  the  Assess- 
ments in  Pipe  Creek  and  Delaware  Hundreds. 

Upon  motion,  Ordered,  That  blank  Enrollment  and  As- 
sociation Papers  be  sent  to  Mr.  John  Murray,  in  Pipe  Creek 
Hundred,  to  get  the  same  signed  by  such  persons  in  said 
Hundred,  between  the  Conawaga  Road  and  the  Black  Rock 


1461 


BALTIMORE  COUNTY  COMMITTEE,  JUNE,  1776. 


1462 


Run,  as  have  not  yet  signed  the  same ;  and  that  the  follow- 
ing Letter  be  written  to  him : 

o 

"  In  Comrriittee,  Baltimore,  June  3, 1776. 
"Sir:  This  Committee  being  informed  that  a  number  of 
persons  in  Pipe  Creek  Hundred,  particularly  those  situated 
between  the  Conawaga  Road  and  the  Black  Rock  Run, 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  signing  the  Association  and 
Enrollment  Papers,  enjoined  by  Convention,  for  want  of 
persons  being  appointed  to  carry  round  the  same  in  said 
District,  it  is  therefore  agreed  upon  to  transmit  copies  of  the 
same  to  you,  as  a  person  well  affected  to  the  cause  of  liber- 
ty, requesting  that  you  will  endeavour  to  get  the  same 
subscribed,  and  that  you  will  make  a  proper  return  to  this 
Committee  as  soon  as  possible  of  the  same,  with  an  exact 
list  of  all  such  persons  in  said  District  as  refuse  to  enroll  or 
associate. 

"Per  order  of  the  Committee: 

"  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Ch'n." 

Mr.  George  Somerville  not  having  appeared  agreeable  to 
Summons,  and  also  behaving  in  an  insolent  manner  to  the 
Messenger  from  this  Committee,  Captain  Sterrett  is  directed 
to  get  a  detachment  of  his  Company  and  bring  him  to  the 
Committee-Room,  even  by  force,  if  necessary. 

The  following  Certificate  was,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Du- 
gan,  and  agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Committee,  signed 
by  the  Chairman : 

"  It  is  hereby  certified  that  Mr.  Cumberland  Dugan,  Mer- 
chant of  this  place,  has  been  extensively  concerned  in  the 
trade  for  New-England  for  several  years  past,  and  that  we 
have  no  doubts  concerning  the  facts  set  forth  in  his  Petition. 
The  Schooner  belonging  to  Captain  Adams,  in  which  he 
intended  shipping  his  flour,  &.C.,  is  one  of  the  vessels  which 
was  sunk  at  Whetstone  in  March  last. 

"Signed  per  order  of  the  Committee: 

"  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Ch'n." 

Mr.  George  Somerville  (guarded  by  a  detachment  of  the 
Independent  Company)  came  before  the  Committee,  and  it 
appearing  to  this  Committee,  by  the  evidence  of  Miss  God- 
dard,  that  his  conduct  had  a  direct  tendency  to  influence  the 
freedom  of  the  Press,  which  in  every  free  country  should  be 
inviolably  maintained,  and  on  account  of  his  contemptuous 
treatment  of  this  Committee : 

It  was  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  Mr.  Somerville  be 
censured  by  the  Chairman  ;  and,  as  he  now  refuses  to  sign 
the  Enrollment  or  Association  Papers  when  tendered  to 
him,  it  was  determined  that  he  give  bond,  with  security,  for 
his  future  good  behaviour,  agreeable  to  directions  of  the 
Convention.  George  Lux,  .Secretory. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  June  10,  1776 : 

Present :  Samuel  Purviance,  Jan.,  Chairman,  W,  Lux,  Vice-Chairman, 
B.  Nicholson,  A.  Buchanan,  W.  Buchanan,  C.  Ridgely,  (of  William,) 
J.  Merryman,  W.  Wilkinson,  T.  Harrison,  J.  E.  Howard,  W.  Tolley, 
Jun.,  J.  Gittings,  B.  Griffith,  J.  Calhoun,  W.  Aisquith,  J.  Cradock,  T. 
SoUers,  A.  Britlain,  J.  Cockey,  D.  Lux,  J.  Boyd. 

Whereas  Doctor  Robert  Lemmon  did,  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Committee,  in  the  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  com- 
plain of  an  undue  election  of  the  Officers  in  a  Company  of 
Militia  commanded  by  Captain  Stephen  Gill ;  and  the  par- 
ties appearing  and  adducing  their  evidences,  the  Committee, 
on  considering  the  same. 

Do  Resolve,  That  the  election  of  Officers  in  said  Com- 
pany be  set  aside,  and  a  new  one  be  ordered  to  be  held  on 
Saturday,  the  22d  instant,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
at  Phillis  Zane  Cross's,  and  that  each  Officer  be  voted  for 
separately,  and  a  list  of  the  voters'  names  be  taken  by  the 
Clerk  at  the  time  the  tickets  are  delivered ;  and  the  Com- 
mittee recommend  to  all  the  Enrollei-s  in  said  Hundred,  as 
well  as  others  who  have  not  yet  enrolled  but  shall  on  or 
before  the  said  day  enroll  themselves,  to  attend  on  the  said 
day,  and  endeavour  to  compose  two  Companies,  to  consist  of 
at  least  forty  Privates  each,  which  they  conceive  can  easily 
be  effected,  and  will  be  the  best  proof  they  can  give  of  their 
attachment  to,  and  preservation  of,  the  liberties  of  their 
country. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  when  any 
non-Enroller  appcai-s  to  this  Committee  to  have  been  as- 
sessed more  than  what  his  circumstances  will  allow,  that  the 


Committee  have  power  of  remitting  such  part  of  the  fine  as 
to  them  shall  seem  expedient. 

Upon  motion,  Mr.  Leonard  Harbaugh's  fine  of  £10,  for 
not  enrolling,  was  reduced  to  £6. 

Upon  application  by  Captain  William  Stone,  a  Letter 
(under  the  sanction  of  this  Committee)  from  Mr.  Isaiah 
Robinson  (Fii-st  Lieutenant  to  Captain  Stone,  on  board  the 
Hornet  sloop-of-war,  from  this  Pori)  to  a  Member  of  this 
Committee,  was  ordered  to  be  ])ublished,  in  order  to  remove 
any  prejudices  that  may  by  many  have  been  too  hastily 
conceived  against  Captain  Stone. 

On  motion,  i?eso/i)c(/.  That  Messrs.  James  Calhoun,  Wil- 
liam Aisquith,  and  John  Eager  Howard,  be  a  Committee  for 
the  Town,  and  Messi-s.  Gist,  Vaughan,  and  John  Cockey, 
for  the  County,  to  inquire  the  quantities  of  Salt  in  this  Town 
and  County,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Committee  at  their 
meeting  on  Monday  next.  And  that  venders  of  Salt  do  not 
sell  or  dispose  of  more  than  bushels  to  any  one 

purchaser  at  one  time,  without  having  the  license  of  some 
Member  of  this  Committee,  until  the  Committee  take  further 
order  therein. 

The  Enrollment  of  Captain  William  Wilkinson's  Com- 
pany, containing  fifty-two,  (Officers  included,)  was  delivered 
in,  and  received. 

Attest :  George  Lux,  Secretary. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  June  17,  1776: 

Present:  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  W.  Lux,  Vice-Chairman,  A. 
Buchanan,  W.  Buchanan,  B.  Nicholson,  J.  Merryman,  Z.  McCub- 
bin,  T.  Harrison,  J.  E.  Howard,  W.  Tolley,  Jun.,  B.  Griffith,  W. 
Aisquith,  J.  Calhoun,  G.  Vaughan,  J.  Cradock,  G.  Risleau,  A.  Brittain, 
T.  Sollers,  J.  Sterrett,  T.  Putter,  J.  Gittings,  D.  Lux,  J.  Moale,  J. 
Griest,  T.  Gist,  J.  Boyd,  George  Lux,  Secretary. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  Collectors  of  Fines 
and  Assessments,  in  the  different  Hundreds,  from  the  non- 
Enrollers : 

Captain  James  Bosky,  for  Gunpowder,  Upper,  and  Mine 
Run. 

Captain  John  Hall,  (of  Joshua,)  for  North. 

Captain  John  Cockey  Owings,  for  Back  River,  Upper. 

Mr.  Joseph  Britain,  for  Back  River,  Lower,  and  Mid- 
dle River,  Lower. 

Mr.  Abraham  Cole,  for  Middle  River,  Upper. 

Mary  All  exhibited  a  complaint  against  John  Marshall 
for  distraining  a  Colt  for  rent,  she  having  first  offered  him 
Wheat  in  discharge  thereof.  The  parties  are  directed  to  at- 
tend the  Committee  on  Monday  next,  with  their  evidences. 

Messrs.  Edward  Talbot,  Sen.,  Daniel  Shaw,  and  John 
Standiford,  were  elected  Members  of  this  Committee,  in  the 
stead  of  Messrs.  Charles  Ridgely,  John  Stevenson,  and  Sam,- 
uel  Worthington,  who,  being  duly  elected  Committee-men, 
refused  to  act. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  quantities 
of  Salt  in  this  Town,  made  their  Report.    (Vide  Report.) 

Whereupon,  it  was  determined  that  the  following  Adver- 
tisement be  published  in  the  Papers : 

''It  appearing  that  some  persons  in  this  County  have 
demanded  and  obtained  exorbitant  prices  for  Salt,  this  Com- 
mittee think  it  their  duty  to  regulate  the  price  of  it,  so  as  to 
prevent  unreasonable  exactions  on  one  hand,  and  on  the 
other  hand  have  a  due  and  proper  regard  to  the  difficulty 
and  risk  of  importation,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of 
Congress : 

"  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  price  of  foreign  Salt  be 
fixed  at  the  rate  of  12«.  per  bushel. 

"If  any  persons  shall  by  any  art  or  evasion  elude  the  above 
Resolution,  by  refusing  to  sell  the  above  article  at  the  said 
limited  price,  they  may  depend  upon  being  held  up  as  ene- 
mies to  their  country,  without  respect  to  pereons ;  and  they 
may  be  assured  that  the  Committee  will  take  such  further- 
steps  (if  necessary)  as  will  effectually  carry  into  execution 
the  above  Resolution  of  Congress.  All  virtuous  people  are 
requested  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  detect  and  bring 
to  justice  all  such  persons  as  presume  to  offend  against  the 
above  regulation." 

A  Letter  from  Robert  Alexander,  Esq.,  relative  to  a 
barrel  of  Powder  sent  from  Philadelphia  (or  Doctor  John 
Stevenson,  was  laid  before  the  Committee ;  and  information 
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being  made  by  Mr.  Jfilliam  Lux  that  the  Council  of  Safety 
had  communicated  a  Letter  to  him  from  Doctor  Stevenson 
that  this  Committee  liad  taken  two  barrels  or  casks  of  Pow- 
der from  him,  for  which  they  had  never  paid  him,  or  delivered 
the  Powder,  the  Chairman  is  requested  to  write  a  Letter  to 
the  Council  of  Safety  requesting  a  copy  of  the  Letter. 

The  Committee  took  Mr.  Alexander's  Letter  into  consi- 
deration, and  are  of  opinion,  that  as  Doctor  Stevenson  has 
neither  signed  the  Association  or  Enrollment,  he  stands  in 
the  light  of  an  enemy  to  America,  and  therefore  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  trust  so  much  Powder  in  his  hands.  They 
therefore  will  write  to  the  Council  of  Safety  for  their  orders 
therein. 

Complaint  having  been  made  to  this  Committee  that  a 
certain  John  Bums  keeps  a  Billiard-Table,  and  that  Shuffle- 
Boards  are  kept  at  John  Smith's  and  at  Abraham  Gorman's, 
at  all  of  which  houses  encouragement  was  given  to  gaming, 
and  great  disorders  committed,  to  the  injury  of  the  Militia 
and  the  Sailors  and  Mariners  employed  in  the  publick  ser- 
vice, as  well  as  others  ;  and  the  same  being  contrary  to  the 
Regulations  and  Resolves  of  the  honourable  the  Continental 
Congress : 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  issue  his  Summons  for  the 
said  persons  to  attend  the  Committee  to-morrow,  to  answer 
the  complaints  alleged  against  them. 

George  Lux,  Secretary. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  June  25,  1776: 

Present :  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman,  W.  Buchanan,  A.  Bucha- 
nan, Z.  McCubbin,  W.  Wilkinson,  B.  Griffith,  W.  Aisquilh,  J.  Cal- 
houn, A.  Briltain,  T.  Sellers,  J.  Boyd,  D.  Shaw,  E.  Talbot 

Moses  Galloway  having  applied  to  this  Committee  in 
behalf  of  Sater  Stevenson  and  Nathan  Perigo,  two  persons 
assessed  by  the  Committee  as  non-Associators  and  non- 
Enrollers,  alleging  that  they,  being  Methodist  Preachers,  do 
come  under  the  denomination  of  Clergymen,  and  therefore, 
by  the  Resolves  of  the  Convention,  are  not  finable. 

The  Committee  considered  the  allegations  of  Mr.  Gallo- 
way, and  a  Certificate  signed  by  Thomas  Rankin  on  behalf 
of  the  Yearly  Conference  of  the  Society  called  Methodists, 
setting  forth  the  said  Nathan  Perigo  is  a  Local  Preacher 
among  them,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  allegations  of  the 
said  Moses  Galloway,  in  behalf  of  the  said  Sater  Stevenson 
and  Nathan  Perigo,  should  be  stated  and  transmitted  to  the 
Council  of  Safety  now  sitting,  in  order  to  obtain  their  sense 
how  far  the  exemption  of  Clergymen  ought  to  be  extended 
towards  persons  professing  themselves  Preachers  among  the 
Society  called  Methodists,  Quakers,  or  other  denominations, 
where  the  rules  of  ordination,  or  modes  of  constituting  Cler- 
gymen, are  not  generally  and  explicitly  known. 

Captain  Job  Garritson  applied  for  four  Guns  seized  by 
him  from  non-Associators  and  non-EnroUers  in  Back  River, 
Lower  Hundred,  for  the  use  of  such  persons  in  his  Company 
as  have  not  Arms ;  which  was  granted,  on  condition  of  his 
giving  a  certificate  and  receipt  for  the  same  at  the  price  they 
were  appraised  at. 

Captain  Zachariah  McCubbin  having  complained  to  this 
Committee  that  the  Certificate  lately  produced  by  Mr.  TTio- 
tnas  Lloyd  of  his  having  enrolled  in  Captain  Ellicott's  Com- 
pany, was  done  merely  with  a  design  to  screen  himself  from 
the  fine  assessed  on  him  by  the  Committee ;  and  also  that 
the  said  Lloyd  hath  been  guilty  of  giving  evil  advice  to  an 
Enroller  in  his  Company,  tending  to  counteract  the  orders  of 
the  Officers  of  said  Company,  and  promote  discord  among 
the  Members  thereof: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Lloyd  be  summoned  to 
attend  this  Committee,  next  in  order,  to  answer  to  the  charge 
of  Captain  McCubbin. 

A  Certificate  from  Captain  Gist  Vaughan  was  produced, 
wherein  it  appears  that  Mr.  Stephen  Gill  was  elected  Cap- 
tain, Mr.  Thomxis  Bond  First  Lieutenant,  Mr.  James  Trap- 
nail  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Nicholas  Gill  Ensign,  of 
a  Company  of  Militia  in  North  Hundred. 

Attest:  George  Livx,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  June  25,  1776 : 

Present:  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman,  Andrew  Buchanan,  Z. 
McCubbin,  William  Aisquith,  Benjamin  Griffith,  James  Calhoun, 
Abraham  Briltain,  E.  Talbot,  Darby  Lux. 


Complaint  being  made  by  Cumberland  Dusran  that  Dr. 
Henry  Stevenson  had  reflected  upon  all  Congresses,  Con- 
ventions, Councils  of  Safety,  and  Committees,  and  also  that 
he  had  been  guilty  of  sundry  other  practices  inimical  to 
American  liberty,  and  tending  to  disunite  the  people,  the 
Committee  summoned  the  said  Dr.  Stevenson  to  appear  be- 
fore them,  which  he  accordingly  did  ;  but  Mr.  Dugan  having 
gone  abroad  before  his  Summons  was  written,  they  post- 
poned the  determination  of  the  first  charge  until  Monday  next, 
at  which  time  it  is  expected  Mr.  Dugan  will  be  present,  and 
proceeded  to  examine  sundry  witnesses  respecting  the  latter 
part  of  the  charges  ;  and  it  appears  that  Dr.  Stevenson  had 
advised  a  certain  Alexander  McGee  (who  had  been  put  under 
guard  by  this  Committee  for  inimical  practices  and  dangerous 
doctrines  by  him  propagated  among  the  people)  to  persevere 
in  his  principles,  for  that  he  should  soon  be  relieved ;  for 
which  conduct,  and  that  of  his  being  a  non-Associator,  they 
adjudge  him  to  give  security  for  his  good  behaviour,  agree- 
able to  order  of  the  Convention,  and  that  he  attend  the 
Committee  on  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock,  to  answer  the 
other  charge  exhibited  against  him  by  Mr.  Dugan. 

Attest :  George  Lux,  Secretary, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  July  1,  1776: 

Present:  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman,  A.Buchanan,  W.  Bucha" 
nan,  J.  Merrjman,  Z.  McCubbin,  John  E.  Howard,  W.  Aisquith,  J- 
Calhoun,  B.  Griffith,  A.  Briltain,  T.  Sollers,  T.  Gist,  D.  Lux,  J- 
Griest,  J.  Gillis,  T.  Rutter,  E.  Talbot,  J.  Cockey,  F.  Decker,  George 
Lux,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Benkid  TViUson  (who,  with  his  two  sons,  were  some 
time  ago  fined  by  this  Committee  as  non-Enrollers)  formerly 
alleged  that  his  eldest  son  resided  in  Harford  County,  and 
consequently  is  liable  to  be  fined  there,  and  his  youngest 
son  is  under  sixteen  years  of  age.  But  as  Captain  James 
Bosky  has  informed  this  Committee  that  he  was  told  by  the 
elder  son  of  the  younger's  being  above  sixteen  years  old, 
and  also  by  others  that  the  elder  son  was  not  assessed  in 
Harford  County,  on  a  presumption  of  his  being  a  resident 
in  Baltimore,  the  fines  were  continued. 

Mr.  Jacob  Wright  (son  of  William)  is  certified  to  be  sub- 
ject to  fits,  and  is  thereby  exempted  from  the  fine  imposed 
upon  him  as  a  non-EnroUer. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lloyd  attended,  agreeable  to  Summons,  to 
answer  to  the  complaint  exhibited  against  him  by  Captain 
Zach.  McCubbin,  of  his  having  given  evil  advice  to  an  En- 
roller  in  said  Captain  Mc  Cubbin's  Company  ;  and  Mr.  Peter 
Hush  being  sworn,  deposed  that  he  was  at  John  Ellicott's 
Mill  one  day  with  Thomas  Lloyd,  who  told  him  that  Captain 
McCubbin  ought  to  be  broke  for  sending  a  file  of  men  for 

him,  and  that  he  was  a  d d  fool  if  he  did  not  complain 

to  the  Committee. 

Samuel  Kinsey  deposed  and  said :  That  he  heard  Thomas 
Lloyd  one  day  say  that  he  was  sure  if  Peter  Hush  would 
complain  to  the  Committee  of  Captain  McCubbin' s  sending 
a  file  of  men  to  seize  him,  and  bring  him  before  the  Com- 
mittee, he  might  be  broke,  as  he  exceeded  the  bounds 
allotted  him  by  the  Convention,  and  therefore  was  guilty  of 
an  infringement  upon  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  it  appears  to 
this  Committee  that  it  was  a  rule  entered  into  and  agreed 
upon  by  a  large  majority  of  Captain  McCubbin's  Company, 
if  any  member  of  said  Company  neglected  to  muster  at  three 
successive  meetings,  the  Captain  should  be  empowered  to 
send  a  file  of  men  to  bring  such  defaulter  to  the  mustering- 
ground,  and  there  know  his  reasons  why  he  refused  or 
neglected  to  attend  the  meetings,  in  order  to  fine  him  or  not, 
as  might  be  judged  expedient,  whereby  this  rule  has  every 
force  and  sanction  of  a  law  in  said  Company;  therefore  this 
Committee  think  that  Mr.  Thomas  Lloyd,  in  his  advice  to 
Mr.  Henry  Hush,  has  been  guilty  of  creating  dissensions,  a 
conduct  highly  inimical  to  American  liberty,  when  unanimity 
is  essentially  requisite  to  maintain  our  dearest  rights :  There- 
fore this  Committee  do  determine  that  the  Chairman  do 
censure  Mr.  Lloyd  for  such  conduct,  as  highly  reprehensible 
and  dangerous,  and  admonish  him  to  be  more  cautious  in 
his  behaviour  for  the  future ;  which  censure  was  accordingly 
passed  upon  Mr.  Lloyd  by  the  Chairman,  and  a  copy  of  it 
furnished  to  him. 

Attest:  Geokge  Lux,  iSscrcfory. 
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MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  Province 
of  Maryland,  at  the  City  of  Annapolis,  on  Monday,  the 
27th  of  iWay,  1776: 

Were  present:  The  Hon.  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer, 

Esq.,  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  John  Hall,  and  James 

Tilghman,  Esquires. 

Mr.  Jenifer  was  qualified  before  Mr.  Hall,  and  Mr.  Car- 
roll, Mr.  Hall,  and  Mr.  Tilghman,  before  Mr.  Jenifer,  by 
taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Convention. 

Gabriel  Duvall  was  appointed  Clerk,  and  qualified  before 
Mr.  Jenifer,  by  taking  the  oath  directed  by  the  Conven- 
tion. 

The  Honourable  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esquire, 
was  chosen  President. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  1  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation for  Worcester  County.     ■■ 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  May  28,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  as  yesterday,  and 
also  the  Hon.  George  Plater,  Esq.,  who  was  qualified  be- 
fore Mr.  Hall,  by  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
vention. 

Ordered.  That  Letters  be  immediately  sent  to  the  seve- 
ral absent  Members,  respectively,  requiring  their  attendance 
in  Council ;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Carroll,  Esq.,  was  appointed  Vice- 
President  of  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Plater  be  requested  immediately  to 
have  a  Chart  of  Smith's  Creek,  in  St.  Mary's  County,  made, 
with  the  soundings  into  the  River,  and  the  altitude  of  the 
banks  on  each  side  of  said  Creek. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock ;  and  met  accordingly. 

Mr.  Plater  has  leave  of  absence. 

Mr.  Richard  Barnes  was  appointed  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Plater  to  join  with  Brigadier-General  Dent  in  erecting  Bea- 
cons on  the  River  Potomack. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  May  29,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr.  Plater. 

Richard  Ridgely  was  appointed  Assistant  Clerk  to  the 
Council,  and  qualified  before  Mr.  Jenifer,  by  taking  the  oath 
directed  by  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Thomas  Ewing  £150,  common  money,  on  ac- 
count of  his  Company. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  May  30,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  2  was  sent  to  Captain  James  Nichol- 
son, of  the  Ship  Defence,  and  a  copy  of  No.  3  to  Captain 
Duncan  Hill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Duncan  Hill  £,15  currency,  to  defray  the  expens- 
es of  the  carriage  of  Flour  from  the  Cherry-Stones  across 
Northampton  County,  in  Virginia,  for  a  vessel  going  to  the 
West-Indies  on  account  of  the  Province. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  the  Clerk  £20, 
to  pay  expresses,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  that  an  account 
be  rendered  of  the  expenses  of  the  same. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  May  31,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday,  and  also  Thomas  Smyth,  Esq.,  who 
was  qualified  before  Mr.  Hall,  by  taking  the  oath  prescribed 
by  the  Convention. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  4  was  sent  to  Mr.  Hugh  Young,  of 
Baltimore  Town  ;  copy  of  No.  5  to  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation for  Baltimore  County ;  copy  of  No.  6  to  the  ho- 
nourable Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  Virginia ; 


and  copy  of  No.  7  to  Captain  James  Nicholson,  of  the  Ship 
Defence. 

Commissions  issued  to  Thomas  Willson,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, .lohn  Kerr  First  Lieutenant,  Robert  Tate  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and Forrester  Ensign,  of  a  Company  oV 

Militia,  in  (^ueen  Anne's  County,  belonging  to  the  Twen- 
tieth Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  Henry  Hollingsworth,  of  Cecil  County,  £500, 
common  money,  on  account  of  his  contract  to  manufacture 
Gun-barrels. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  the  said  Hol- 
lingsworth £4  4s.  lOrf.,  like  money,  being  the  amount  of 
his  account  for  carriage  of  Gunpowder  from  Christiana  to 
Susquehannah.  . 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Smallwood  be  requested  to  send 
a  sufficient  detachment  to  guard  the  Magazine  near  Captain 
James  TooteWs,  in  the  neighbourhood  oi  Annapolis. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Peter  Littig  £50,  common  money,  on  account  of  his 
contract  for  making  Muskets. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  June  1,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Westem^Shore  pay 
to  Thomas  Smyth,  Esq.,  £60,  common  money,  to  be  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Kent 
County,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  the  car 
riage  of  Gunpowder  from  Indian  River  to  Chestertown, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Thomas  Smyth, 
Esq.,  £42  lOs.,  for  ten  Muskets  purchased  by  him  for  the 
use  of  the  Province. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  8  was  sent  to  the  Deputies  of  Ma- 
ryland in  Congress. 

A  copy  of  No.  9  to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Baltimore  County. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  June  3,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Tilghman. 

The  Hon.  William  Haywood,  Esquire,  a  Member  of  the 
Council,  attended,  and  was  qualified  before  Mr.  Hall,  by 
taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Convention. 

Copies  of  Letter  No.  10  were  sent  to  Brigadier-Generals 
Hooper  and  Chamberlaine,  Colonels  Mackall,  Barnes,  and 
Weems,  respectively;  also,  to  Captains  Rezin  Beall  and 
John  Allen  Thomas. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  John  Gassaway  £200,  common  money,  for  the  use 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Francis  Ware,  to  be  answered  for. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  June  4, 1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment.     Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Tilghman  attended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Robert  Lloyd  Nicholls,  Paymaster  of  the  Regular 
Troops  for  the  EMstern-Shore  Department,  £2,000,  com- 
mon money. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  1 1  was  sent  to  WiUiam  Hindman, 
Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore. 

The  Council  contracted  with  Mr.  Samuel  Galloway  and 
Stephen  Stewart  for  the  building  of  five  Gondolas  for  the 
defence  of  this  Province,  and  agree  to  pay  Mr.  Stewart's 
expenses  to  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  viewing  those 
constructed  there  ;  they  also  contracted  with  Thomas  Smyth, 
Esq.,  for  building  two  Gondolas,  upon  terms  and  conditions 
hereafter  to  be  agreed  on. 

Permit  granted  to  Mr.  Hodges's  Boat  to  take  in  and 
transport  live  Stock  and  fresh  Provisions  from  Rockhall  to 
Annapolis,  and  to  such  Man-of-War  as  shall  come  up  for 
Governor  Eden,  for  his  intended  voyage  to  England. 
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Ordered,  Tliat  the  Treasurer  of  tlie  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Messrs.  Galloway  and  Stewart  £500,  common  money, 
ou  account  of  the  Gondolas  by  ihem  to  be  buih. 

Ordered,  Tliat  llie  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Thomas  Smyth, 
Esq.,  £200,  common  money,  on  account  of  the  Gondolas 
to  be  built  by  him. 

Mr.  Smyth  has  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  John  Muir,  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Charles 
Wallace,  Esq.,  Paymaster,  £2,500,  common  money. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  12  was  sent  to  Captain  Rczin  Beall, 
and  copy  of  No.  13  to  the  Committee  of  Ooservation  for 
Calvert  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Messre.  John  and  Walter  Hanson  (the  youni^est)  £500, 
common  money,  to  enable  them  to  erect  a  Powder-Mill, 
agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  late  Convention. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  5,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Smith. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Christopher  Johnson  £2,000,  common  money,  to  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Baltimore  County,  and  by  them  expended  in  erecting  For- 
tifications there. 

Copy  of  Letter  No  14  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation for  Baltimore  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  William  Whetcroft  £500,  common  money,  on  ac- 
count of  his  contract  to  erect  a  Slitting-Mill. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  James 
Dorset  £400,  like  money,  to  enable  him  to  erect  a  Paper- 
MilJ. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Feter 
Adams  £13  4s.  5rf.,  the  amount  of  his  account  filed. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  June  6,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  15  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation for  the  Middle  District  of  Frederick  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay  to 
Cumberland  Dugan,  of  Baltimore  Town,  £150,  common 
money,  for  demurrage  and  detention  of  Schooner  No.  92. 

Ordered,  That  the  Schooner  No.  92  be  unloaded  as 
soon  as  can  be  done  with  convenience,  under  the  care  and 
direction  of  Mr.  Cumberland  Dugan. 

And  further  Ordered,  That  the  same  be  lodged  in  his 
Warehouse,  and  that  he  cause  such  of  the  Flour  as  may  be 
in  danger  of  being  spoiled  to  be  baked  into  Bread  for  the 
use  of  the  publick. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Francis  Smyth  £43  10s.,  common  money,  for  Leather 
Breeches  for  the  Troops. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  John 
Fulford  £9  5s.,  for  Leather  Breeches. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  John  Omen- 
setter,  o{ Baltimore  Town,  £225,  on  account  of  his  contract 
for  Carlouch-boxes. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  John 
Day  Scott,  for  the  use  of  Captain  John  Gunby,  £30  3s., 
common  money. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  16  was  sent  to  Lieutenant  William 
Harrison. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Dr.  John  Hindman  £46  9s.  3d.,  for  attending  Captain 
Hindman's  Company, 

The  Council  of  Safety  agreed  with  Dr.  John  Hindman,  of 
Talbot  County,  to  pay  him  at  the  rate  of  £  100  per  annum, 
for  providing  Medicine  for,  and  attending.  Captain  James 
Hindman's  Independent  Company  of  Regular  Troops. 

Commissions  issued  to  the  following  persons,  appointed 
OfBcers  of  the  Militia  b  Baltimore  County,  to  wit : 


John  Smith  Captain,  Robert  Alexander  Fii3t  Lieutenant, 
George  Woohey  Second  Lieutenant. 

William  Galbraith  Captain,  James  Toole  First  Lieutenant, 
John  Deaver  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  Gutho  Ensii^n. 

Artillery  Company:  George  Wells  Captain,  James  Mor- 
gan First  Lieutenant,  John  Hayman  Second  Lieutenant, 
James  Foster  Ensign. 

Henry  Sheaf  Captain,  Brittingham  Dickinson  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Robert  Moore  Second  Lieutenant,  Caleb  Shields 
Ensign. 

William  Richardson  Captain,  John  McCabe  First  Lieu- 
tenant, George  Sevil  Douglass  Second  Lieutenant,  Fergus 
Mclhoy  Ensign. 

Frederick  Deans  Captain,  Absalom  Price  First  Lieute- 
nant, George  Campbell  Second  Lieutenant,  John  Demmitt 
Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Companies,  together  with  Cap- 
tain Zachariah  Maccubbin's,  James  Cox's,  and  Thomas 
Rutter's  Companies,  constitute  the  Baltimore  Town  Bat- 
talion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the 
Middle  District  of  Frederick  County,  send  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Observation  for  that  District  of  said  County  which 
lies  to  the  westward  oi  Lacking  Creek,  two  barrels  of  Musket 
Gunpowder. 

Commissions  issued  to  the  following  persons,  appointed 
Officers  of  the  Militia  in  Baltimore  County,  to  wit : 

John  Cockey  Owens  Captain,  Richard  Colegate  First 
Lieutenant,  Joshua  Cockey  (of  Edward)  Ensign. 

Alexander  Wells  Captain,  Thomas  Owens  First  Lieute- 
nant, Richard  Sutherland  Second  Lieutenant. 

Richard  Owens  (p{  Samuel)  Captain,  Joshua  Porter  First 
Lieutenant,  Benjamin  LauTcnce  Second  Ijieutenant,  James 
Barnes  Ensign. 

Charles  Carman  Captain,  William  Hudson  First  Lieute- 
nant, Richard  Marsh  Second  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Doyle 
Ensign. 

Thomas  Phillips  Captain,  Joshua  Dorsey  First  Lieute- 
nant, John  Chapman  Second  Lieutenant,  Richard  Shipley 
Ensign. 

Nathaniel  Stinchecomb  Captain,  Joseph  Gist  First  Lieu- 
tenant, John  W.  Dorsey  Second  Lieutenant,  Joshua  Owens 
(of  John)  Ensign. 

Christopher  Owens  Captain,  Samuel  Merryman,  Junior, 
First  Lieutenant,  William  Chinaworth  Second  Lieutenant. 

Mordecai  Hammond  Captain,  Aquila  Hooker  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Richard  Davis  Second  Lieutenant,  Edward  Parish 
(of  Edward)  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  eight  Companies  constitute  the 
Soldiers'  Delight  Battalion,  in  Baltimore  County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  7,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bei-s  as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Jamas  Nicholson,  of  the  Ship  Defence,  £714, 
common  money,  on  account  of  the  forces  under  his  com- 
mand. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  aforesaid  pay  to  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Purviance  £  1 ,000,  common  money,  on  account  of  the 
Schooner  Resolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Robert  Pur- 
viance, for  the  use  of  Mr.  George  Woolsey,  £39  Os.  Id., 
being  the  balance  due  Mr.  Woolsey  for  the  cargo  of  the 
Brig  Rogers. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  the  Committee 
of  Observation  for  Charles  County,  £200,  common  money, 
on  account  of  Captain  Rezin  BealVs  Company. 

Commissions  issued  to  Richard  Frisby  appointed  First 
Lieutenant,  and  James  Frisby  appointed  Second  Lieuten- 
ant, of  Captain  William  Frisby's  Company  of  Militia  in 
Kent  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  James  West  £18  18s.,  for  nine  and  a  half  reams  of 
Paper. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  17  was  sent  to  the  Deputies  of  this 
Province  in  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  June  8,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment.    Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Hall. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  William  Lux  £  1 ,000,  common  money,  to  be  lodged  with 
the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County,  and  by 
them  applied  towards  discharging  the  pay  of  the  Militia  on 
the  late  alarm,  and  for  other  purposes,  to  be  acounted  for. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Charles  Wal- 
lace, Esq.,  Paymaster,  £1,000,  common  money. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Messrs.  Charles 
Wallace  and  I'Villiam  Lux  £500,  common  money,  to  enable 
them  to  carry  on  a  Salt- Work. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Oliver  Whid- 
don  £5,  for  stocking  eight  Muskets. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Na- 
thaniel Smith  £100,  to  be  accounted  for. 

Captain  Stone  produced  an  Account  of  £129  0^.  9d.,  for 
the  pay  of  his  Company  to  the  3d  day  of  this  instant,  which 
was  allowed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Paymaster  discharge  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Wednesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays, 
be  set  apart  for  auditing  and  paying  off  Accounts  against 
the  Publick.  All  persons,  therefore,  who  have  just  claims 
are  to  attend  the  Council  of  Safety  on  those  days,  and  no 
other,  and  are  requested  to  bring  their  Accounts,  proved  or 
authenticated  by  proper  vouchers. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  Resolution  be  inserted 
in  the  Maryland  Gazette. 

Mr.  Tilghman  has  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  June  10,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment.    Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  Saturday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Ringgold,  for  the  use  of  Elisha  Winters, 
of  Chestertoum,  in  Kent  County,  £855,  common  money,  to 
enable  said  Winters  to  comply  with  his  contract  for  manu- 
facturing Fire-Arms. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Alexander  Mc- 
Faddon,  of  Georgetown,  in  Frederick  County,  £300,  cur- 
rent money,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  a  Linen  Manufactory. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  the  Clerk  £30, 
to  pay  Expresses,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Resolved,  That  a  Convention  of  the  Delegates  o{  Mary- 
land be  held  at  the  City  of  Annapolis,  on  Thursday,  the 
20th  of  this  instant. 

Copies  of  Letter  No.  18  were  sent  to  the  Delegates  in 
Convention  for  each  County,  respectively;  copies  of  No.  19 
to  the  several  Brigadiers-General,  respectively;  copy  of  No. 
20  to  the  Deputies  of  this  Province  in  Congress ;  and  copy 
of  No.  21  to  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esquire,  Pre- 
sident of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  2!adok  Magruder  £37  9s.  lOd.,  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  guarding  the  Prisoners  sent  horn  North- Carolina, 
from  Georgetown  to  Fredericktown. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Colonel  Zadok 
Magruder  £18,  common  money,  for  three  months'  pay  of 
the  Adjutant  to  his  Battalion  of  Militia,  to  the  6th  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  Notice  be  given  in  the  Mary- 
land Gazette,  to  wit : 

"All  persons  who  are  willing  to  undertake  the  erecting 
and  carrying  on  Salt- Works,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  last 
Convention,  are  required  to  attend  the  Council  of  Safety, 
and  give  in  their  proposals,  which  will  be  duly  attended  to. 

"  By  order:  G.  Duvall,  Uerk." 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  June  11,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  William  Waters  £10,  common  money,  for  trans- 
porting Military  Stores  from  Annapolis  to  Baltimore  Town, 
and  from  thence  to  the  Eastern-Shore. 


Mr.  John  Muir,  appointed  Accountant  to  the  Board  of 
Accounts,  appeared  before  the  Council,  and  qualified  himself 
as  such,  by  taking  the  oath  directed  by  the  Convention  to  be 
taken  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  except  instead 
of  the  words  "  as  Clerk  to  the  Council  of  Safety,"  inserting 
"as  Accountant  to  the  Board  of  Accounts." 

Commissions  issued  to  the  following  persons,  appointed 
Officers  of  the  Militia  in  the  Middle  District  of  Frederick 
County,  and  added  to  the  Thirty-Fourth  Battalion  there,  viz: 

James  Mackall  Captain,  Ralph  Briscoe  First  Lieutenant, 
Benjamin  Thomas  Second  Lieutenant,  Leonard  Tunley  En- 
sign. 

George  Foe  Captain,  Benjamin  Eastbum  First  Lieute- 
nant, Elias  Williake  Second  Lieutenant,  Theobald  Willidke 
Ensign. 

Thomas  Frazier  Captain,  Basil  BeaU  First  Lieutenant, 
John  Frasher  Second  Lieutenant,  Conrad  Bicker  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Thomas  Mayo  £15,  common  money,  for  providing  Sub- 
sistence for  a  part  of  the  Severn  Battalion  of  Militia  when 
on  duty  in  March  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Wells 
£15,  common  money,  for  fen  reams  of  Paper. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Oli- 
ver Whiddon  fourteen  large  Musket  Gun-locks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Brigadier-General  Dent  £50,  common  money,  to  be  ap- 
plied towards  erecting  Beacons  on  the  River  Potomack. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Dent  £17  13*.  8d.,  the  amount  of  his  Account  filed, 
four  Pounds  of  which  for  expenses  in  collecting  Gold  for  the 
Canada  expedition. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  12, 1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment.    Present  the  sam"e  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Tilghman.     Mr.  Hand 
attended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  Joseph  Sim  £47  8s.  4rf.,on  account  of  the  Pri- 
soners from  North- Carolina;  also  £1  Is.  6d.,  for  Mr.  David 
Crawford,  on  the  same  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  No' 
thaniel Ramsey  £181  Is.  lOd.,  on  account  of  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  out  of 
the  Magazine  at  Baltimore  Town  nine  half-barrels  of  Gun- 
powder, the  property  of  John  Smith  &f  Sons,  imported  in 
Captain  Tibbet,  and  lodged  there,  to  them  or  their  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Feter  Adams  £16  4s.  6d.,  on  account  of  liis 
Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Robert 
Cummins,  Contractor  for  Provisions  of  the  Regular  Troops 
of  this  Province,  £2,000,  common  money. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Major  Thomas 
Williams  £18,  common  money,  for  the  use  o[  William  Tho- 
mas, for  his  services  as  Adjutant  three  months  to  the  Twenty- 
Fifth  Battalion,  to  the  5th  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  George  Gordon 
£20,  common  money,  for  Gun-carriages. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Major  Thomas 
Price  £122  9s.  9d.,  for  Clothing,  &c.,  for  the  Troops. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Major  Price 
£250  for  the  purchase  of  Rifles. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Dr.  Michael  Wal- 
lace £  18  4«.  6d.,  for  Medicine  and  Pay,  as  per  account  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  John 
Hoskins  Stone  £71  3s.  4c/.,  the  amount  of  his  account  filed. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Caroline  County  against  Cornelius  Hogans,  together  with 
the  said  Cornelius  Hogans  in  custody,  were  transmitted  to 
this  Board  ;  which  being  read,  it  was 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  he  be  committed  to  the  cus- 
tody of  a  Guard,  to  be  appointed  by  Colonel  Smallwood, 
until  the  further  order  of  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Lieutenant  Benjamin  Ford  23s.  Id.  for  expenses  incurred 
in  guarding  Powder  to  Bladensburgh. 


1471 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY,  JUNE,  1776. 


1472 


Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  of  tlie  Western-Shore 
pay  to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  Middle  District 
oi  Frederick.  Coaniy,£\QO,  common  money,  on  account  of 
the  Prisoners  from  North- Cktrolina. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Thureday.June  13,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Cornelius  Hogans  being  ordered  to  be  brought  under 
guard  before  this  Board,  was  brouglit  accordingly. 

It  was  Ordered,  That  he  be  discharged  upon  his  recog- 
nizing as  follows : 

"  You,  Cornelius  Hogans  and  William  Richardson,  do 
severally  acknowledge  yourselves  to  stand  indebted  to  the 
Honourable  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq.,  President 
of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland,  in  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  sterling  each,  to  be  levied  of  your  goods 
and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements,  in  case  the  said  Corne- 
lius Hogans  shall  not  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  Conventions  of  this  Province,  and  conduct  himself  in  all 
thino's  agreeable  thereto,  for  twelve  months  henceforward." 

The  said  Cornelius  Hogans  and  William  Richardson  ac- 
knowledged themselves  to  be  content. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  William  Richardson  £12,  common  money,  for 
the  use  of  Henry  Downs,  Jun.,  for  his  services  two  months, 
ending  10th  instant,  as  Adjutant  to  Colonel  Richardson's 
Battalion  of  Militia. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Robert  Pur- 
mance  £600,  common  money,  on  account  of  the  Schooner 
Resolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  William 
Imx  £500,  like  money,  on  account  of  the  said  Schooner. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  22  was  sent  to  Robert  Alexander,  Esq. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  14,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  out  of 
the  Magazine,  at  Annapolis,  to  Henry  Yost  and  John  Vn- 
seld,  all  the  Muskets  by  them  respectively  made  which  were 
ordered  by  the  late  Convention  to  be  returned  to  the  said 
Yost  and  Unseld  as  unfit  for  service. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  23  was  sent  to  Mr.  Jesse  Hollings- 
worth,  and  copy  of  No.  24  to  the  Deputies  of  Maryland  in 
Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  William  Hannah,  oi  Queeji  Anne's  County,  £250,  com- 
mon money,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  a  Salt- Work,  agree- 
able to  a  Resolution  of  the  late  Convention. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  June  15,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mrs.  Anne  Johnson  £12  lis.  3d.,  for  providing  Subsist- 
ence for  Captain  Mullikin's  Company  of  Militia  on  the  late 
alarm  by  the  Otter  sloop  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Major  Gist 
£318  6s.  5d.,  the  amount  of  his  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  William  Niven 
£15  2s.  Id.,  the  amount  of  his  account. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  June  17,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment.    Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  Saturday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Lieu- 
tenant John  Waters,  for  Captain  John  Gunby's  Company, 
twenty-five  Muskets  and  fifteen  Rifles,  with  Powder-horns 
and  Pouches. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  John  Day  Scott  £94  4«.  5d,,  on  account  of  his 
Company. 


Commissions  issued  to  Vachel  Gaither,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, Absalom  Anderson  First  Lieutenant,  Stephen  Basford 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Thomas  Fowler  Basford  Ensign, 
of  a  Company  of  Militia,  belonging  to  the  Severn  Battalion, 
in  Anne  Arundel  County. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  25  was  sent  to  Captain  Laac  Van- 
bibber. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  James  Hindman  £149  lis.,  currency,  for  sub- 
sisting his  Company  to  30th  of  May. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Wil- 
liam Haywood,  Esq.,  for  Captain  James  Hindman' s  Com- 
pany, fifteen  Rifles,  with  Powder-horns  and  Pouches,  eleven 
Muskets,  and  Thread  sufficient  to  make  one  hundred  suits 
of  Clothes. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock, 

Tuesday,  June  18,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Lieutenant  Nathaniel  Ewing  £6  As.  for  expenses  incur- 
red in  guarding  a  sick  prisoner  sent  from  the  Colony  of  North- 
Carolina,  from  the  City  of  Annapolis  to  Pennsylvania. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  said  Nathaniel 
Ewing  39s.  for  Thread  for  the  use  of  the  Troops. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Bar- 
ton Lucas  £27  18«.  9rf.,  on  account  of  his  Company. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  26  was  sent  to  Cumberland  Dugan, 
of  Baltimore  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Oliver  Widdon  £4  3s.  6rf.,  for  a  Musket  and  Accoutre- 
ments. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  George  Plater, 
Esquire,  £37  17*.  2|(/.,  on  account  of  Captain  John  Allen 
Thomas's  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  George 
Strieker  £27  7*.  3d.,  the  amount  of  his  account  filed. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  19,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment.     Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  James  Royston  £2  4s.  8d.,  as  per  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  James  Hutch- 
ings,  of  Queen  Anne's  County,  £29,  for  the  difference  of 
value  of  his  Vessel,  occasioned  by  the  sinking  of  the  said 
Vessel  in  the  channel  of  the  River  Patapsco,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  Baltimore  Town. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  William 
Lux  £100,  currency,  for  the  freight  of  Powder  from  St. 
Eustatia. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  27  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation for  Worcester  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  John  Gordon,  of  Baltimore  Town,  £124  Is.,  common 
money,  being  the  balance  of  his  account  for  Cartouch-boxes, 
Bayonet-belts,  and  Gun-slings. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Erasmus  Uhler, 
of  Baltimore  Town,  £59  10s.,  the  balance  of  his  account 
for  Cartouch-boxes,  Bayonet-belts,  and  Gun-slings. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Colonel  George 
Plater  £8  4s.  6d.,  for  expenses  incurred  in  erecting  Beacons 
on  the  River  Potomack. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Messrs.  John 
Shaw  and  Archibald  Chisholm  £29  7s.  8d.,  for  stocking 
Muskets,  and  for  other  services,  as  per  account. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  28,  was  sent  to  Dr.  Edward  Johnson, 
of  Calvert  County. 

Information  being  lodged  with  the  Council  that  a  certain 
Alexander  McGee,  of  Baltimore  County,  now  in  custody  in 
Baltimore  Town,  had  been  guilty  of  offences  tending  to  dis- 
unite the  people  of  this  Province  in  their  present  opposition 
to  the  measures  of  the  British  Ministry. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Smallwood  be  directed  to  send 
the  said  Alexander  McGee,  under  a  sufficient  guard,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  to  this  Board. 
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Ordered,  That  Summons  issue  to  William  Buchanan  and 
William  Lyon,  oi  Baltimore  County,  to  testify  against  the 
said  Alexander  McGee,  before  this  Board,  on  Monday  next, 
the  24th  instant. 

Summons  issued  accordingly. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly.  Mr. 
Carroll  attended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Supervisoi-s  of  the  Gun-lock  Manufac- 
tory in  Fredericktown  deliver  to  Captain  Strieker  all  the 
Gun-locks  which  are  complete  at  the  said  Manufactory. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  29  was  sent  to  Captain  A.  Vanbib- 
ber. 

Instructions  and  Sailing-Orders  were  given  to  Schooner 
TTiree  Sisters,  Captain  Joseph  Handy  Master.  (  Vide  No. 
30.) 

Ordered,  That  in  case  Colonel  Johnson  Bcall  has  not 
already  sent  the  Muskets  made  by  John  Yost  for  the  use 
of  this  Province  to  Captains  Rezin  Beall  and  John  Allen 
Thomas,  Captain  Barton  Lxicas  be  requested  to  send  the 
same  in  a  wagon  to  be  procured  for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  June  20,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Westem-S/iore  pay 
to  Christie  Johnson  £5  12s.  6d.,  for  twenty-five  yards  of 
blue  Plush,  for  Captain  Fulford's  Company  of  Artillery. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  31  was  sent  to  Cumberland  Dugan, 
of  Baltimore  Town  ;  and  copy  of  No.  32  to  Messrs.  Lux  Sf 
Bowley. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Lieutenant  ^rcAiJaM  Anderson  £22  I6s.  7rf.,  being  the 
balance  of  Captain  James  Hindman's  Company  account  to 
the  3d  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Archi- 
bald Anderson  one  bolt  of  Osnaburgs,  for  Captain  Hindman's 
Company. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  33  was  sent  to  Cumberland  Dugan,  of 
Baltimore  Town,  and  copy  of  No.  34  to  Mr.  John  Leypold. 
Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Frederick  Green  £50,  in  part  payment  for  printing  the 
Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  the  Resolutions  of  the  Convention 
in  its  session  in  December  last. 

Commissions  issued  to  John  Mackall,  appointed  Captain, 
Thomas  Jenkins  First  Lieutenant,  Bennet  Tarleton  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Philip  Evans  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  St.  Mary's  County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  21,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay  to 
Lieutenant  Silbum  Williams,  for  the  use  of  Captain  Thomas 
Woolford,  £178  10s.  8d.,  currency,  for  amount  of  subsist- 
ence of  his  Company. 

Commissions  issued  to  Benjamin  Dennis,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, John  Townshend  First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Outten 
Second  Lieutenant,  Angelo  Anderson  Ensign,  of  a  Com- 
pany of  Militia  in  Worcester  County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  June  22,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Hall.     Mr.  Smyth  attended. 

Commissions  issued  to  William  St.  C/oiV,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, William  Morris  First  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Beck  Second 
Lieutenant,  George  Jackson  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Mi- 
litia in  Kent  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Lieutenant  Nicholas  Buxton  Moore  £9  13«.,  for  expenses 
incurred  in  marching  the  Train  of  Artillery  from  Baltinwre 
to  Annapolis. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Thomas  Etving  £40  7s.  3d.,  for  balance  of  ge- 
neral account  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Joseph  Ilatison 
Harrison  £2.50,  he  having  given  bond  with  security  for 
erecting  a  Salt-Work. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Sunday,  June  23,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment.    Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  35  was  sent  to  Joseph  Middleton,  of 
the  City  o{ Annapolis. 

Permit  was  granted  to  Matthew  Broum,  of  Dorchester 
County,  Attorney-at-Law,  to  pass  from  any  sea-port  town  in 
this  Province  to  Europe,  with  his  baggage. 

Commission  was  made  out  to  Thomas  /?i«se//,  Commander 
of  the  armed-boat  Rebecca  and  Sally,  of  Baltimore  County, 
and  a  bond  taken,  according  to  Resolve  of  Congress  of  3d  of 
April  last. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Joseph  Speake  deliver  to  Captain 
Thomas  Russell  one  quarter-cask  of  Gunpowder,  to  be  re- 
turned in  kind  at  Baltimore  Town  by  Robert  Purviance. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  June  24,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment.    Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday,  except  Major  Jenifer.     Mr.  Hall  at- 
tended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Luke  Marbury  £3  Is.  6d.,  currency,  for  part  of 
his  Company  ordered  on  duty  by  the  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation. 

Permit  granted  to  John  Riddell,  of  the  Colony  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  pass  from  any  sea-port  in  this  Province  io  Europe, 
with  his  baggage,  he  having  first  produced  a  Passport  from 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia  licensing  such  depar- 
ture. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  36  was  sent  to  George  Montagu,  Esq., 
Commander  of  the  Fowey.  Copy  of  Letter  No.  37  was 
sent  to  his  Excellency  Robert  Eden,  Esq. 

Mr.  Haywood  has  leave  of  absence. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  38  was  sent  to  Colonel  Matthews,  of 
Accomack  County. 

The  Council  agreed  with  Messrs.  Jenifer  &/■  Hooe  to  load 
the  Schooner  John,  according  to  charter-party  of  this  date 
filed. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Allen  Thomas  march  the 
Independent  Company  under  his  command  to  Cedar-Point 
or  Susquehanna,  in  the  lower  part  of  St.  Mary's  County, 
and  guard  the  shores  from  thence  to  the  River  Potomack, 
to  prevent  any  Servants,  Negroes,  or  others,  from  going  on 
board  the  Foivey  ship  of  war,  as  also  to  repel  any  violence, 
(Captain  Montagu  having  broken  the  truce,)  until  she  shaH 
pass  through  that  part  of  the  Province,  and  have  gone  clear 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Potomack  River. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Smallwood  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish Captain  Pitt  with  a  Sergeant  and  six  men,  properly 
armed  and  accoutred,  to  assist  in  sailing  or  rowing  his  boat, 
and  repelling  any  force  or  violence  which  shall  be  offered 
her  by  the  Fowey,  or  any  of  her  tenders  or  boats. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  39  was  sent  to  the  Independent  Cap- 
tains respectively.  Copy  of  Letter  No.  40  was  sent  to  Cap- 
tain James  Nicliolson.  Copy  of  Letter  No.  4 1  was  sent  to 
Captain  James  Nicholson  also. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  June  25,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Same  Members  present 
as  on  yesterday.     Mr.  Jenifer  attended. 

Commission  issued  to  Zcphaniah  Beall,  appointed  En- 
sign of  Captain  Orme's  Company  of  Militia  in  Frederick 
County,  belonging  to  the  Sixteenth  Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Thomas  Briscoe  15s.,  for  going  express,  on  account  of 
North-  Carolina  Prisoners. 
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Copy  of  Lfitter  No.  42  was  sent  to  Colonels  Hall  and 
fVeems,  o(  Anne  Arundel  Covtnty,  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Smallivood  be  requested  to  send 
forty-three  Muskets  and  seventeen  Rifles  to  Captain  Beall, 
at  Drum  Point,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  bo. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  at  Annapolis 
deliver  to  Captains  JVatts,  Merrikin,  and  Hammond,  respec- 
tively, the  quantity  of  four  pounds  of  Powder,  sixteen  pounds 
of  Buckshot,  and  twenty  Gun-flints  each. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  43  was  sent  to  Captain  Rezin  Beall. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  William  Buchanan,  £10  2s.  6d.,  for  a  large 
Rifle. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Smith  deliver  to  Colonel  Small- 
wood,  or  his  order,  all  the  Provincial  Arms  and  Accoutre- 
ments which  were  heretofore  entrusted  to  tlie  care  of  his 
Excellency  Robert  Eden,  Esq. 

In  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Committees  of 
Observation  of  Calvert  and  Anne  Arund el  CounUes,  William 
Waller,  of  the  City  of  Annapolis,  was  brought  before  this 
Board,  and  the  charge  against  him  being  read  and  consider- 
ed, it  was,  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  he  give  security  in  the  sum  of  £150  for 
his  appearance  before  this  Board  on  the  .3d  day  of  Jultf 
next,  and  for  want  of  such  security  that  he  be  committed 
to  the  custody  of  a  guard  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Messrs.  Cornelius  Garretson  and  William  Nohe  appeared 
before  this  Board,  and,  together  with  the  said  William  Wal- 
ler, voluntarily  recognized  as  follows,  and  severally  acknow- 
ledged themselves  to  be  therewith  content : 

"  You,  William  Waller,  Cornelius  Garretson,  and  William 
Noke,  do  severally  acknowledge  youi-selves  to  stand  indebt- 
ed to  the  Honourable  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Council  of  Maryland,  in  the  sum  of  £  150, 
currency,  each,  to  be  levied  of  your  goods  and  chattels,  lands 
and  tenements,  in  case  the  said  William  Waller  shall  not 
appear  before  the  Council  of  Safety  on  the  3d  day  of  July  ^ 
next,  to  answer  such  charge  as  shall  be  then  and  there  ex- 
hibited against  him,  and  not  depart  without  leave  of  said 
Council." 

Ordered,  That  subpoenas  issue  for  David  Hunter,  Sen., 
and  David  Hunter,  Jun.,  of  Calvert  County,  to  testify  and 
declare  their  knowledge  of  and  concerning  the  conduct  of  a 
certain  William  Waller,  of  the  City  of  Annapolis,  on  the  3d 
day  of  July  next,  who  stands  charged  of  attempting  to  con- 
vey intelligence  to  Lord  Dunmore. 

Mr.  Smyth  withdrew  from  the  Council  of  Safety;  and  a 
new  plan  for  constinicting  Row-Galleys  or  Gondolas  having 
been  laid  before  the  Convention  and  approved  of  by  them, 
and  Messrs.  Steward  and  Gallovmy  and  Thomas  Smyth  not 
being  able  to  complete  the  building  seven  vessels  in  time,  it 
is  agreed,  by  consent  of  all  parties,  that  the  former  contract 
be  dissolved,  and  a  new  agreement  is  this  day  entered  into 
as  per  the  written  contract  filed. 

Mr.  Hands  has  leave  of  absence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Thomas  B.  Hands,  Esq.,  £12  i2s.,  for  eighteen  days' 
attendance  as  a  Member  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  44  was  sent  to  George  Montagu, 
Esq.,  Commander  of  the  Fowey  ship  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Messrs.  Jenifer  &f  Hooe  £22  10«.,on  account  of  Sloop 
Molly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  said  Jenifer  ^ 
Hooe  the  further  sum  of  £140,  for  freight  of  Powder,  &.C., 
on  account. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  26,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Smallwood  be  requested  to  de- 
tach a  non-commissioned  Officer  and  two  Privates  to  guard 
the  Arms  directed  to  be  sent  to  Captain  Rezin  Beall. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  John  Hall,  of  Ann  Arundel  Coun- 
ty, be  requested  to  detach  part  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in 


his  Battalion  to  guard  and  watch  the  coast  from  Thomas's 
Point  to  Horn  Point. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  45  was  sent  to  Captain  Rezin  Beall, 
and  No.  46  to  Jesse  Hollingsworth,  of  Baltimore  Town. 

The  Brig  Fortune,  chartered  by  Mr.  William  Lux,  and 
the  Brig  Rogers,  chartered  by  Mr.  George  Woolsey,  having 
remained  sometime  in  the  harbour,  laden  with  Flour  and 
Bread  belonging  to  this  Province,  and  no  probability  of  their 
getting  to  their  port  of  delivery,  by  reason  of  Men-of-War 
and  Tendei-s  infesting  the  Bay,  and  their  Cargoes  being  in 
danger  of  becoming  altogether  spoiled  and  of  no  value: 

It  is,  therefore.  Ordered,  by  the  Council  of  Safety,  That 
the  said  Vessels  be  unladen,  and  their  Cargoes  delivered  to 
Mr.  Jesse  Hollingsworth,  to  whom  written  directions  are 
given  how  to  dispose  of  the  same,  and  that  the  said  Vessels 
be  discharged  from  the  publick  service. 

Commission  issued  to  Richard  Gresham,  appointed  Third 
Lieutenant  of  Captain  Thomas  SmytV s  Company  of  Militia 
of  Light  Infantry  in  Kent  County,  belonging  to  the  Thir- 
teenth Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  James  Nichohon  be  empowered  to 
purchase  salt  Beef  and  Pork  for  the  use  of  the  ship's  crew 
belonging  to  the  Defence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Jesse  Hollingsworth  £409  l'3s.  9d.,  for  expenses  incurred 
in  raising  and  refitting  the  Vessels  sunk  at  Whetstone  Point 
for  the  defence  of  Baltimore  Town. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  unto  Daniel  Adams 
£71  \ls.  6d.,  for  detention  of  Schooner  Hawk  and  Wages 
for  his  Seamen,  she  being  one  of  the  aforesaid  Vessels  that 
were  sunk. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Seth  Paddock 
£S8  5s.  l^d.,  for  Wages  and  detention  of  Sloop  May  Flow- 
er, she  being  one  of  the  Vessels  sunk  for  the  preservation  of 
Baltimore  Town. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Daniel  Adams, 
according  to  the  direction  of  the  Convention,  £154  I5s., 
for  Flour  purchased  by  him  to  ship  on  board  the  Schooner 
Hawk,  per  invoice. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Hunlock  Pal- 
frey, according  to  the  direction  of  die  Convention,  £210 
Is.  9d.,  for  Flour  purchased  as  above,  per  invoice. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  the  said  iiun/ocA:Pa//rey  the  further  sum  of  £210  7*.  \d., 
for  Flour  by  him  purchased  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  Orders. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Cumberland  Dugan 
£142  5s.  2(Z.,  for  Flour  by  him  purchased  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Jesse  Hollingsworth.  of  Baltimore  Town, 
be  requested  to  discharge  the  amount  of  Storage  of  the  Flour 
purchased  of  Hunlock  Palfrey,  and  that  the  Council  of  Safety 
will  reimburse  him  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Thomas  Smyth,  Esq.,  £11  4s.,  for  sixteen  days'  attend- 
ance as  a  Member  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  June  27,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  Members  as  on  yester- 
day. 

Commissions  issued  to  Jacob  M'^nchester,  appointed  First 
Lieutenant,  Peter  Cockey,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  James 
Errickson,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  Qm£c?i  Anne's 
County. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  47  was  sent  to  William  Selby,  near 
Pitfs  Landing,  in  Accomack  County,  in  Virginia. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  Joseph  Sim,  for  the  use  of  John  Addison,  £l6 
17s.  2d.,  for  guarding  the  North- Carolina  Prisoners. 

Ordered,  That  the  Western- ShoreTrensmev  pay  to  John 
Dean  £6  5s.,  currency,  for  one  quarter-cask  of  Powder,  sup- 
plied the  Militia  on  the  Otter  alarm. 

Ordered,  That  Permit  be  made  out  for  Seth  Paddock,  of 
the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  load  his  Sloop  May- 
Flower  with  Provisions  or  other  commodities  not  prohibited 
to  be  exported  by  Congress,  he  giving  security  to  this  Board 
not  to  land  his  cargo  at  any  Port  inimical  to  America,  and 
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to  conform  himself,  in  all  things,  to  the  Resolves  of  the  ho- 
nourable Continental  Congress. 

Ordered.  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Javies  Taylor  £15  13s.  \\d.,  for  Gun-Carriages. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Isaac  Harris  £46 
3s.,  in  part  of  his  account  as  Armourer. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Smallwood  be  requested  to  send 
a  commissioned  OfScer  and  six  Privates  to  guard  the  Pow- 
der from  Chestertown  to  the  City  of  Annapolis. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Kent 
County  be  requested  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Joseph  Middleton  all 
the  publick  Powder  now  lodged  in  Mr.  Sluby^s  warehouse  at 
Chestertown. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Middleton  immediately  pre- 
pare his  Boat,  and  go  therewith  to  Chestertown, -awA  receive 
from  the  Connnittee  of  Observation  oi  Kent  County  all  the 
publick  Powder  now  lodged  there,  and  bring  the  same  to 
Annapolis. 

The  following  Memorial  was  presented  to  the  Convention 
by  the  Council  of  Safety: 

"  To  the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq.,  Presi- 
dent, and  the  other  Members  of  the  Honourable  Conven- 
tion. 
"  TAe  Memorial  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  showeth  : 

"  That  at  last  December  session  it  was  resolved  that  the 
sum  of  £5,900  be  appropriated  to  fortify  the  City  o{  An- 
napolis, and  place  obstructions  in  the  channel  of  the  river, 
and  that  the  sartie  should  be  laid  out  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said by  the  Council  of  Safety  thereafter  to  be  appointed,  if 
it  should  appear  practicable  to  them  to  erect  such  fortifi- 
cations and  lay  such  obstructions  for  that  sum,  exclusive  of 
the  cost  of  cannon,  powder,  and  the  like,  as  would  prevent 
men-of-war  approaching  the  said  City. 

"The  Council  of  Safety  have  not  raised  any  fortifica- 
tions in  consequence  of  said  resolve,  because  it  was  not 
practicable,  in  their  opinion,  to  fortify  the  City  and  place 
obstructions  in  the  channel  of  the  river,  for  the  sum  to  which 
they  were  limited  by  the  resolve.  They  conceive  it  could 
not  be  done  effectually  without  a  much  more  considerable 
sum.  The  river  Severn,  between  the  two  points  at  the 
mouth  thereof,  is  near  fifteen  hundred  yards  over,  the  chan- 
nel upwards  of  eight  hundred  yards,  in  some  places  the 
water  twenty  feet  deep  and  more,  as  will  appear  by  a  chart 
thereof,  to  which  your  Memorialists  beg  leave  to  refer.  No 
obstructions  have  been  thought  of  by  them  proper  to  be 
placed  in  the  channel  of  the  river  but  chevaux-de-frise, 
or  piles.  Both  these  are  liable  to  be  soon  destroyed  by  the 
worm.  If  large  piles  could  be  driven  down,  headed  with 
iron,  they  would  be  eaten  so  much  with  the  worm  in  the 
course  of  one  season,  that  they  would  be  easily  borne  down 
by  men-of-war,  coming  up  under  full  sail  with  a  brisk  wind. 
All  obstructions  of  wood  are  liable  to  this  objection,  and 
therefore,  in  their  opinion,  not  to  be  depended  on. 

"  The  Council  of  Safety  endeavoured,  soon  after  their 
appointment,  to  procure  cannon  from  Philadelphia  or  Aew'- 
York,  but  were  disappointed. 

"  Mr.  Hughes  hath  not  yet  complied  with  his  contract. 
The  want  of  heavy  cannon  was  a  further  reason  why  they 
could  not  proceed :  when  they  can  be  procured,  your  Me- 
morialists are  of  opinion  that  batteries  may  be  erected  on 
Greenbury's  Point,  the  Windmill  Point,  Horn  Point,  and 
places  adjacent  between  that  and  the  City  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river,  which  may  be  of  service  to  prevent  land- 
ing, although  they  might  not  fully  answer  the  purpose  of 
preventing  men-of-war  approaching  the  place. 

"  Your  Memorialists  further  observe,  that,  at  the  late  Con- 
vention, it  was  thought  expedient  to  appropriate  part  of  the 
money  for  building  three  row-galleys,  or  gondolas ;  so  that 
there  will  not  remain  more  than  £.3,000,  currency,  or  there- 
abouts, to  be  applied  to  the  erecting  fortifications. 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  your  Memorialists  submit  to 
the  honouraljle  Convention  whether  they  will  direct  the 
Council  of  Safety  to  endeavour  to  procure  cannon,  and  also 
to  buy  up  materials  for  erecting  batteries,  giving  them  a 
discretionary  power  to  draw  on  the  Treasury  for  such  ex- 
penses as  may  be  necessary,  not  exceeding  a  certain  sum ; 
or  whether  your  Honours  will  direct  the  residue  of  £5,900 
to  be  laid  out  in  throwing  up  breastworks,  and  making  other 


defences  within  the  City,  to  prevent  the  enemy  landing  and 
taking  possession  thereof. 

"By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Council  of  Safety: 

"  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Pres't." 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  at  Annapolis, 
and  the  Armourer,  deliver  to  Major  Thomas  Price  thirty- 
eight  Gun-locks  for  the  Rifles  made  at  Frederick  County. 

Ordered,  That  said  Commissary  deliver  to  Captain  Vea- 
zey,  half  a  dozen  quires  Cartridge  Paper. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  James  Tootcll,  £16  8d.,  currency,  for  guarding 
Magazine,  &c. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  48  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Kent  County,  and  No.  49  to  Captain  Edward  Veazey. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Gun-lock  Manu- 
factory at  Fredericktown  furnish  and  make  for  Jacob  Schley 
ten  large  Gun-locks  agreeable  to  a  pattern  they  will  receive 
for  that  purpose  from  said  Schley. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay  to 
Baker  Johnson,  Esq.,  for  the  use  of  Thomas  Eddison,  £.30, 
for  his  attendance  as  Adjutant  to  Colonel  James  Johnson's 
Battalion  for  the  term  of  five  months  to  the  30th  June,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  the  Clerk  £20,  for 
Expresses,  &ic. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock.  - 

Friday  June  28,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Meni- 
bei's  as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  Cumberland  Dugan,  of  Baltimore  Towtx, 
deliver  to  Messrs.  Galloway  fy  Stewart  two  thousand  weight 
of  Biscuit,  by  him  baked  for  Provincial  use,  and  two  barrels 
of  Flour. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  50  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation for  Calvert  County,  and  No.  51  to  the  Committees 
of  the  several  Counties,  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissaries  of  Stores  at  Annapolis 
deliver  out  of  the  publick  Magazine  to  Lieutenant  Archibald 
Anderson,  six  quires  of  Cartridge  Paper  for  the  use  of  Cap- 
tain Hindman's  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  James  Hindman  £100,  currency,  on  account  of 
his  Company. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  52  was  sent  to  Captain  James  Hind- 
man;  No.  53  to  same;  and  No.  54  to  Lieutenant  Bennet 
Bracco, 

Ordered,  That  a  publick  Magazine  be  erected  near  Tal- 
bot Court-House,  in  Talbot  County,  under  the  care  and 
management  of  Brigadier-General  Chamberlaine,  for  the  re- 
ception and  security  of  Gunpowder,  and  that  the  said  Maga- 
zine be  built  of  brick  and  stone,  and  of  the  following  dimen- 
sions, viz :  twenty-two  by  eighteen  feet,  arched  with  brick, 
with  a  wire  rod  on  the  top,  and  lined  with  plank  on  end  ; 
and  that  the  said  James  Lloyd  Chamberlaine  be  requested 
to  undertake  the  same,  and  render  an  account  of  expenses, 
that  the  same  may  be  paid  on  behalf  of  the  Province, 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  June  29,1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment.     Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay  to 
Isaac  Vanbibber  £108,  for  demurrage  of  Brit; //oMnoA. 

Mr.  Isaac  Vanbibber  delivers  to  the  Council  of  Safety  an 
account  of  five  hundred  pounds  weight  of  Gunpowder,  sold 
in  North- Carolina,  which  was  imported  for  the  use  of  this 
Province,  amounting  to  £200,  currency;  £130  9s.,  curren- 
cy, of  which  the  Council  of  Safety  received  from  said  Van- 
bibber, and  ordered  the  same  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore,  which  the  Clerk  did 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Smyth  having  first  withdrawn,  the  Council  of  Safety 
agreed  to  allow  him  and  Messrs.  Galloivay  fy  Stewart  8d., 
currency,  per  pound  for  all  the  Iron  which  they  shall  furnish 
and  use  in  building  the  Gondolas  contracted  for  on  behalf  of 
this  Province. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Richard  M'ecdon  £4  V2s.  3</.,  currency,  for  supplying 
seven  Battalions  on  the  Otter  alarm  with  Provisions. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Joseph  Merrikin 
£9  \2s.,  for  supplying  seven  Battalions  with  subsistence  on 
the  Oder  alarm. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  lo  Isaac  Harris  £124, 
for  his  own  and  hands'  services  as  Armourers  to  the  Fii-st 
Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Isaac  Harris  £20, 
currency,  for  the  purchase  of  Brass  Mountings  at  Fhila- 
delphia. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  John  Powell  £19,  currency,  for  his  services  as  Adju- 
tant to  Thirtieth  Battalion  of  Militia. 

It  was  agreed  by  the  Council  of  Safety  with  Mr.  Walter 
Hanson,  of  Charles  County,  that  he  shall  have  all  the  Salt- 
petre, and  Sulphur  in  proportion,  belonging  to  the  publick, 
sufficient  to  keep  his  Powder-Mill  employed,  if  they  can  be 
able  to  furnish  him  with  that  quantity. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to — 

Zachariah  McCubbin,  Captain,  o(  Baltimore,  £69  I5s. 

Thomas  Yates, 1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46   10 

John  Christie, 2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

Thomas  Lingan,  -  -   Ensign,  ditto,  37     5 

Daniel  Dorsey,  -  -  -   Capt.,  o(  Aiuie  Arundel,  69  15 

John  Burgess, 1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46   10 

John  Lorah,  -  -  -  -   2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

Michael  Burgess,  -  -   Ensign,  ditto,  37     5 

John  Eager  Howard,  Captain,  of  Baltimore,  69  15 

Thomas  Lansdale,   -    1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

William  Rijley, 2d  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

Robert  Murron,    -  -    Ensign,           ditto,  37  5 

Edtvard  Tillard,  -  -  Capt^ot  Anne  Arundel,  69  15 

Samuel  Lloyd  Chew,  1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

John  Belt, 2d  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

John  Gassaway,    -  -  Ensign,            ditto,  37  5 

Uriah  Forrest,  -  -  -  Caplam,  of  St.  Marys,  69  15 

IVilliam  Bond, 1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

Moses  Tabbs, 2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

Edward  Mattingly,  -  Ensign,            ditto,  37  5 

Belain  Posey,    -  -  -  Captain,  of  Charles,  69  15 

Henry  Boarman,  -  -  1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

John  Forbes, 2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

Gerard  Fowler, Ensign,            ditto,  37  5 

Fldward  Norwood,   -  Capt.,  of  Anne  Arundel,  69  15 

Samuel  Godman,  -  -  1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

John  W.  Horsey,  -  -  2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

Richard  Talbott,  -  -  Ensign,  ditto,  37  5  . 

James  Disney, CapU,  of  Anne  Arundel,  69  15 

Henry  Ridgeley,  Jr.,    1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

Jonathan  Sellman,  Jr.,  2d  lAeut.,        ditto,  46   10 

Edward  Spurrier,    -   Ensign,  ditto,  37     5 

j^neas  Campbell,-  -^  Captain,  of  Frederick,  69  15 

Clement  Hollyday,    -  1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

John  C.  Jones, 2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

David  Lynn,  -  -  -  -  Ensign,            ditto,  37  5 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to — 

Zabdiel  Potter,     -  -   Captain,  of  Caroline, 


T.  Wynn  Lockerman,  1st  Lieut.. 
Levin  Handy,  -  -  -  2d  Lieut., 
Philip  Casson,  -  -  -    Ensign, 

Thomas  Bourke,  -  -  Captain, 

Burket  Falcon,  -  -  -  1st  Lieut., 

John  Lynch,   -  -  -  -  2d  Lieut., 

Jas.  Woolford  Gray,  Ensign, 

Thomas  Smith,  Jun.,   Captain, 
James  Williamson,    -    1st  Lieut., 
Nath'l  Kennard,  Jun.,  2d  Lieut., 
Josiah  Johnson,     -  -   Ensign, 

Isaac  Perkins,    -  -  -  Captain, 

Abraham  Falconer,  -  1st  Lieut., 

Jesse  Cosden, 2d  Lieut., 

.James  Henry,    -  .  -  Ensign, 


ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 

of  Dorset, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 

of  Kent, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto, 

of  Kent, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 


£69  15s. 

46  10 

46  10 

37  5 

71  0 

43  0 

43  0 

43  0 

69  15 

46  10 

46  10 

37  5 

69  15 

46  10 

46  10 

37  5 


John  Dames,  -  -  -  -   Capt.,of  QH€en^«ne'«,£69  15s. 
Thos.  Samuel  Emory,  Isl  Lieut.,       ditto,  46   10 

Samuel  W.  Thomas,     2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

John  Jackson,    -  -  -   Ensign,  ditto,  37     5 

John  Dean, Capt.,  of  Q;ucen  Anne's,  69  1 5 

John  Hawkins,  -  -  -  1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

John  Nevil,    -  -  -  -  2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

Samuel  Earh,    -  -  -  Ensign,           ditto,  37  5 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  at  Amiajmlis 
deliver  to  Samuel  Dorsey  one  Provincial  Bayonet,  of  a  large 
size,  for  a  pattern. 

Ordered,  That  Isaac  Harris  furnish  Mr.  Samuel  Dorsey 
with  the  dimensions  and  sizes  of  the  Gun-barrels  at  the  muz- 
zles, sufficient  for  his  guidance  in  manufacturing  Bayonets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to — 

Philip  Menny,  -  -  -  Captain,  of  i^rerfcricfc,  £69  15s. 
Elisha  Beall,  -  -  -  -    1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46   10 

John  Hillen, 2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

William  Beatty,  Jun.,  Ensign,  ditto,  37     5 

Peter  Mantz,     -  -  -   Captain,  of  Frederick,      69  15 
Adam  Grosh,     -  -  -    1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46   10 

Peter  Adams,    -  -  -    2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46   10 

John  Richardson,     -   Ensign,  ditto,  37     5 

Jacob  Good,   -  -  -  -  Captain,  of  Frederick,      69  15 
John  B.  Thompson,     1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46   10 

John  Ghiselin,   -  -  -    2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46   10 

John  Smith,    -  -  -  -   Ensign,  ditto,  37     0 

Thomas  Hanson,  -  -  Captain,  of  Charles,  69  15 

George  Dent,     -  -  -  1st  Lieut.,  ditto,  46  10 

Samuel  Jones,    -  -  -  2d  Lieut.,  ditto,  46  10 

William  Adams,    -  -  Ensign,  ditto,  37  5 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  55  was  sent  to  Jesse  Hollingsworth. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  John  Magruder  Burgess,  First  Lieutenant  of  John  Haw- 
kins Lowe's  Company,  of  Prince  George's  County,  £46 
10s.,  currency,  for  Recruiting  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Thomas  Smyth, 
Esq.,  42s.,  for  three  days'  attendance  as  a  Member  of  the 
Council  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Thomas  B.  Hands, 
Esq.,  42s.,  for  three  days'  attendance  as  a  Member  of  the 
Council  of  Safety. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  July  1,  1776. 
Council  met.    Present  as  on  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Plater,  Mr.  Smyth,  and  Mr.  Hands. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq.,  £4,  for  sixteen  pounds  of 
Gunpowder  supplied  the  Militia  on  the  Otter  alarm. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  James  Nicholson  £514J  for  one  month's  pay  of 
the  ship's  crew  on  board  the  Defence. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  James 
Kent  £44  7s.  2d.,  balance  of  the  Minute  Company  on  duty 
in  Virginia. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to — 

James  Young, Captain,  of  Baltimore,  £69  15s. 

James  Bond,  -  -  -  -    1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

John  Smith,    -  -  -  -    2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

James  Toole,  -  -  -  -   Ensign,  ditto,  37     5 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  John  Brice  £2  lis.  3d.,  for  102|  pounds  of  Lead. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Messrs.  Lttx  8f 
Bowhy  £393  12s.,  for  ;iemurrage  and  detention  of  Brig 
Fortune. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  John  Campbell 
Lindsay  £3  17s.  6d,  for  a  Musket. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to — 

Greenbury  Goldsborough,  Captain,  of  T«ZJo<,  £69  15s. 

W.Gibson,  son  of  John,      1st  Lieut.,     ditto,        46  10 

John  Thomas,  Jun.,     --   2d  Lieut.,     ditto,        46  10 

Perry  Benson,  son  of  Jas.,  Ensign,         ditto,        37     5 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  July  2,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  The  same  Members 
present  as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  George  Watts  £6  1  Is.  6</.,  for  pay  and  subsist 
of  part  of  his  Company  ordered  on  duty. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to — 

Philip  Fiddeman,     -   Captain,  of  Cnroft'ne,     £69  15». 
Henry  Dennes,  -  -  -    1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

John  Reynolds,  -  -  -   2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

Thomas  Mason,     -  -   Ensign,  ditto,  37     5 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Charles  Wallace,  Esq.,  Paymaster,  £2,500,  sterling. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  William  Cay- 
ten  £7  10s.,  for  hire  of  Cart  and  Horses  to  carry  Arms  to 
Dmm-Point. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  jiay  to  William  Nevin 
£30,  in  part  payment  for  Gun-Carriages. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  said  Treasurer  pay  to — 

John  Hawkins  Lowe,   Captain,  of  P.  George,  £69  15s. 

William  Duvall,    -  -   2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

Horatio  Claggett,    -   Ensign,  ditto,  37     5 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to — 

Thomas  Hammond,  -   Ca.^t.,  of  A.  Ai-undel,    £69  15s. 

Thomas  Mayo, 1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

Joshua  Merriken,  -  -   2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

Andrew  Hammond,  -   Ensign,  ditto,  37     5 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Robert  Lloyd  ^icols,  Paymaster  of  the  Eastern-Shore, 
£850,  currency. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to — 

A.  Howard  Magruder,CzpL,  o[ P.  George's,  £69  15s. 
Wm.  Sprigg  Bowie,     1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46   10 

Benjamin  Contee,  -  -    2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

Alexander  Trueman,     Ensign,  ditto,  37     5 

John  Brooke, Captain,  o(  Calvert,  69  15 

Frederick  Skinner,  -  1st  Lieut.,  ditto,  46  10 

Nathaniel  Wilson,    -  2d  Lieut.,  ditto,  46  10 

James  Somerville,  -  -  Ensign,  ditto,  37  5 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  July  3,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to — 

Edward  Burgess,  -  -  Captain,  of  Frederick,  £69  15s. 

John  Gaither,    -  -  -  1st  Lieut.,       ditto,           46  10 

Thaddeus  Beall,  -  -  2d  Lieut.,        ditto,           46  10 

Thomas  Edmondson,  Ensign,            ditto,           37  5 

Leonard  Deakins,    -  Captain,  o{  Frederick,      69  15 

Thomas  Nowland,    -  1st  Lieut.,       ditto,           46  10 

Elisha  Williams,  -  -  2d  Lieut.,        ditto,           46  10 

John  Griffith,     -  -  -  Ensign,           ditto,           37  5 

Benjamin  Spiker,     -  Captain,  o(  Frederick,  69  15 

Greenbury  Gaither,  -  1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

William  Anderson,  -  2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

Nicholas  Siebert,      -  Ensign,            ditto,  37  5 

Henry  Hardman,  -  -  Captain,  oi  Frederick,  69  15 

Daniel  Stull,  -  -  -  -  1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

Ptter  Hanson,   -  -  -  2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

John  Rench,   -  -  -  -  Ensign,           ditto,  37  5 

John  Reynolds,  -  -  -  Captain,  o(  Frederick,  69  15 

Moses  Chaplaine,  -  -  1st  Lieut.,       ditto,  46  10 

Christain  Orandorf,  2d  Lieut.,        ditto,  46  10 

Nathan  Williams,    -  Ensign,           ditto,  37  5 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Robert  Cummins,  Victualler,  £2,000,  currency. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  56  was  sent  to  Captain  Nathaniel 
Smith. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Edward  Parker,  of  Cecil  County,  £150,  on  his  con- 
tract, to  enable  him  to  prosecute  a  Linen  Manufactory. 


Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Charles  Carroll, 
Esq.,  Banister,  £4  12s.,  for  Iron  furnished  George  Gordmi 
for  Gun-Carriages. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Francis  Fairbro- 
ther  10s.,  for  freight  of  Linen  from  Edward  Parker,  of  Cecil 
County. 

Tlie  Council  of  Safety  agreed  with  Mr.  Francis  Sander- 
son, of  Baltimore  Town,  to  furnish  three  hundred  Carajv- 
Kettles,  as  per  agreement  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
X.0  Alexander  Somerville  £180  10s.  2d.,  for  Militia  on  duty 
in  Calvert  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to — 

Robert  Bowie, Captain,  of  P.  George's,  £69  15a. 

Benjamin  Brookes,-  -    1st  Lieut.,         ditto,  46  10 

William  Bent  Beall,  -  2d  Lieut.,  ditto,  46  10 

Colmore  Beans,    -  -  -  Ensign,  ditto,  37     5 

The  Council  of  Safety  agreed  with  Mr.  Samuel  Dorsey, 
o( Elk-Ridge,  for  five  hundred  Bayonets,  all  complete,  agree- 
able to  a  pattern  this  day  delivered  him  by  the  Commissary 
of  Stores,  except  the  sockets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Dorsey  two  hundred  weight  of  the  Steel  purchased 
by  Mr.  Stewart,  at  Philadelphia. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  July  4,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Commissions  issued  to  Joseph  Chapline  appointed  Cap- 
tain, James  Chapline  First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Crampton 
Second  Lieutenant,  James  Steward  Ensign  ;  also  to  Henry 
Bateler  appointed  Captain,  Thomas  Odhe  First  Lieutenant, 
John  Nicols  Second  Lieutenant,  Barton  Philpot  Ensign, 
of  Companies  of  Militia  belonging  to  the  Upper  District  of 
Frederick  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  John  H.  Stone  £15  18s.  9rf.,  currency,  for 
necessaries  furnished  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  Benjamin  Rumsay,  for  the  use  of  Amos  Garrett, 
£18  17s.  6d.,  currency,  for  forty-seven  Bayonets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores,  at  the  City  of 
Annapolis,  deliver  to  Lieutenant  William  Harrison,  for  the 
use  of  that  part  of  Captain  Veazey's  Company  stationed  at 
Kent-Island,  one  bolt  of  Osnaburgs,  six  pieces  of  Check- 
Linen,  two  pieces  of  Country  Linen,  twenty  pair  of  Leather 
Breeches,  and  six  quires  of  Cartridge  Paper. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  57  was  sent  to  James  Tilghman,  Esq. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  July  5,  1770. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  M«h- 
bers  as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Richard  Dallam  £  1 50,  for  Muskets,  per  agreement. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores,  at  the  City  of 
Annapolis,  deliver  to  Mr.  William  Amos,  for  the  use  of  the 
Committee  of  Observation  iot  Dorchester  County,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  weight  of  Lead. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  58  was  sent  to  the  Committee  oT 
Observation  for  Dorchester  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Gene- 
ral Chamberlaine,  out  of  the  publick  Magazine  at  Annapolis, 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  weight  of  Lead,  for  the  use  of  the 
Eastern- Shore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  Thomas  Ewing  £500,  currency,  for  purchase  of 
Guns  to  be  supplied  the  Militia  of  the  Flying-Camp. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to — 
Joshua  George,  -  -  -  -  Captain,  of  Cecil,  £69  15«. 

William  Veazey, 1st  Lieut.,    ditto,  47  10 

John  Stocton,  -----  2d  Lieut.,    ditto,  47   10 

Richard  Bird,    -  -  -  -  Ensign,        ditto,  37     5 

Walter  Alexander,    -  -  Captain,  of  Cecil,  69  15 
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Andrew  Porter, Ist  Lieut.,  of  Cecil,       £47   10 

Uarman  Anants, 2d  Lieut.,       ditto,  47   10 

George  Hamilton,  -  -  -  Ensign,  ditto,  37     5 

for  Recruiting  service. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Commission  issue  to  WiUiam  Brown,  ap- 
pointed First  Lieutenant  of  Captain  Fulford's  Company  of 
Ajtillery. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  59  was  sent  to  Messrs.  Daniel  and 
Samuel  Hughes. 

Ordered,  That  a  General  Court-Martial  be  held  on  the 
15th  day  o(  July,  Anno  Domini  1776,  for  the  trial  of  Cap- 
tain John  Mackall  and  Adjutant  Levin  Mills,  of  Calvert 
County,  belonging  to  the  F^ifteenth  Battalion  of  Militia  of 
this  Province. 

That  Major  Patrick  Sim  Smith  be  the  President  of  the 
said  Court ;  and  the  following  pereons  be  Members  of  the 
same,  to  wit:  Captain  Edward  Wood,  Jun.,  Captain  Thomas 
Cleland,  Captain  Charles  Williamson,  Captain  Frisby  Free- 
land,  Captain  Thomas  Trueman  Greenfield,  Lieutenant 
Benjamin  Bond,  Lieutenant  Thomas  Gray,  and  Lieutenant 
Edmund  Clare. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  James  Murray  £27  14«.  8rf.,  for  pay  of  part  of 
his  Battalion  on  duty. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Short  pay 
to  Joseph  Middleton  £75,  for  his  Alarm-Boat. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  John  Gibson  £2  lOs.,  for  Boat-hire. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  at  the  City  of 
Annapolis  deliver  to  Mr.  Elisha  Winters  one  fagot  of  Steel. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  Hollingsworth  be  requested 
to  deliver  to  Elisha  Winters,  from  time  to  time,  such  Mus- 
ket-barrels and  Bayonets  as  he  shall  have  manufactured  for 
the  use  of  this  Province,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  of  each 
sort. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  at  Annapolis 
deliver  to  Captain  J.  A.  Thomas  fifty  Muskets,  one  set  of 
large  Bullet-Moulds,  three  bolts  of  Osnaburgs,  and  sixty  yards 
of  Country  Linen. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Rezin  Beall  be  requested  to  de- 
liver to  Captain  J.  A.  Thomas  six  of  the  Rifles  lately  sent 
him  by  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  that  also  he  and  Captain 
Thomas  immediately  send  all  the  spare  Muskets  now  in  his 
possession,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Thomas,  to  the 
publick  Magazine  at  Annapolis. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  at  Annapolis 
deliver  to  Lieutenant  Adams,  for  the  use  of  Captain  Rezin 
Beall,  six  pieces  of  Check,  and  two  bolts  of  Osnaburgs. 

Ordered,  That  the  Western-Shore  Treasurer  pay  to  Cap- 
tain John  A.  Thomas  £20  \Qs.,  currency,  for  making  one 
hundred  and  four  Hunting-Shirts. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  July  6,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  Mem- 
bers as  on  yesterday. 

Commissions  issued  to  Jeremiah  Balcer,  appointed  Captain 
of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  CeaV  County,  belonging  to  the 
Thirtieth  Battalion  ;  also  to  George  Waters  appointed  Cap- 
tain, James  Wright  First  Lieutenant,  Joseph  Stack  Second 
Lieutenant,  John  Caulk  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia 
in  Dorchester  County. 

Also,  to  James  Toumsend  appointed  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  Thomas  Atkinson  Ensign,  of  Captain  Quintan's  Com- 
pany of  Militia,  in  Worcester  County. 

Also,  to  John  Muir  appointed  First  Lieutenant,  Samuel 
Davidson  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Samuel  McCloster  En- 
sign, of  Captain  Hugh  McBride's  Company  of  Militia,  in 
Dorchester  County,  belonging  to  Third  Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Rezin  Beall  £169  Is.  6d.,  on  account  of  his 
Company, 

It  is  agreed  that  Mr.  William  Ldix  be  empowered  to  settle 
for,  and  receive  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia, 
the_  amount  of  the  freight  of  Gunpowder  in  the  Brigantine 
Friendship,  Captain  Martin,  from  St.  Eustatia,  amounting 
to  £611  5*.,  Maryland  currency. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Isaac 
Harris,  two  pounds  of  Gunpowder  to  prove  his  Rifles  and 
•  Muskets. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  60  was  sent  to  Messrs.  Smith,  Hands, 
and  JSicholson. 

Ordered,  That  a  General  Court-Martial  be  held  for  the 
trial  of  Captain  Richard  Bennet  Hall,  Jeremiah  Ryley,  and 
Jonathan  might.  Lieutenants  of  Captain  Boyd's  Company, 
and  Lieutenant  James  Mullikin,  of  Captain  Hall's  Compa- 
ny, on  the  25th  day  of  July,  at  Upper  Marlborough. 

And  that  Major  John  Rogers  be  President  of  the  said 
Court,  and  the  following  persons  Members  of  the  said  Court : 
Captain  David  Crawford.,  Captain  Luke  Marbury,  Captain 
Trueman  Skinner,  Captain  Fielder  Bowie,  Captain  Thomas 
Trueman,  Captain  Hezekiah  Wheeler,  Captain  Robert 
Wade,  Captain  Michael  Lowe,  Lieutenant  Humphrey  Belt, 
Lieutenant  John  Smith  Brookes,  Lieutenant  Henry  Hill, 
Lieutenant  Henry  Brookes. 

By  order,  &.C.,  Ordered,  That  Captam  Nathaniel  Smith 
be  requested  to  deliver  to  Captain  John  Fulford  nine  Can- 
non, of  nine-pounders,  already  mounted  upon  carriages,  with 
all  the  necessary  apparatus  thereto  belonging,  and  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  ball  for  said  Cannon. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  61  was  sent  to  Lieutenant  James 
Kent. 

Commission  was  made  out  to  William  Woolsey,  Comman- 
der of  the  Schooner  Harlequin,  and  bond  taken,  according 
to  the  Resolves  of  Consrress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to — 

Aquila  Paca, Captain,  o{  Harford,    £69  15s. 

John  Beidle  Hall, 1st  Lieut.,      ditto,  47   10 

Michael  Gilbert, 2d  Lieut.,       ditto,  47   10 

John  Patterson, Ensign,  ditto,  37     5 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  James  Taylor  £7 
16s.  Qd.,  for  Gun-Carriages. 

Captain  John  Allen  Thomas  being  ordered  by  the  ho- 
nourable Convention,  with  his  Company,  to  Philadelphia, 
the  good  people  of  this  Province  are  requested  to  give  him 
every  assistance  in  their  power  on  his  march,  and  to  furnish 
him  with  carts,  &.c.,  which  may  be  proper.  All  necessary 
expenses  will  be  defrayed  by  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  /?ezm Sea// immediately  furnish, 
out  of  his  Company,  as  many  Muskets,  with  Bayonets,  as  will 
completely  arm  Captain  John  Allen  Thomas's  Company. 

Ordered,  That  a  Captain,  and  other  proper  officere,  with 
thirty  Privates,  of  the  Militia  in  Kent  County,  march  imme- 
diately to  that  part  of  Worcester  County  which  is  nearest 
to  Chingoteague,  in  Accomack  County,  in  Virginia,  to  guard 
the  Powder,  &.C.,  belonging  to  this  Province,  from  thence  to 
Chestertown,  and  that  they  be  requested,  further,  to  march 
to  Chingoteague  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Dr.  Wallace  £15  4s.  9d.,  on  account  of  Infirmary. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  62  was  sent  to  Captain  R.  Beall; 
copy  of  No.  63  to  Vanbibber  fy  Harrison ;  copy  of  No.  64 
to  Committee  of  Worcester  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  Hawkins  (for  the  use  of  Lieutenant  B.  Bracco) 
£  1 00,  for  that  part  of  Captain  Beall' s  Company  with  the 
small-pox  at  Port-Tobacco. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to — 
Major  Jenifer,  -      £28  currency,  for  40  days'  attendance. 
Barrister  Carroll,    -      2  16s.,  do.,  for    4       ditto. 
J.Hall,      -     -     -    25-18s.,  do.,  for37       ditto. 
Colonel  P/ater,      -      9    2s.,  do.,  for  13       ditto. 

Ordered,  That  the  Western-Shore  Treasurer  pay  to — 
Willia7n  Hayward,£\l  10s.,         for  25  days'  attendance. 
James  Tilghman,    -    12  12s.,         for  18  ditto. 

G.  Duvall,  -     -     -      9    Os.,         for    9  days,  as  Clerk. 
R.  Ridgely,      -     -    32    Os.,         for  32  days,  as  Clerk. 

Ditto,  -     -     -      4    4s.,         for    6days,as  Ass'tC'k. 
Robert  Reynolds,   -    12  10s.,         for  25  days,        ditto. 
JVilliam  Tuck,  -     -      5    Os.,         for  10  days,        ditto. 

Thus  end  the  Proceedings. 

By  order:  R.  Ridgely,  Clerk. 
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MARYLAND  CONVENTION. 

At  a  Convention  of  Delegates  for  the  Province  of  iVfary- 
land,  at  the  City  oi  Annapolis,  on  Fnday,  the  21st  of  June, 
1776. 

Present :  The  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esquire, 
President. 

For  St.  Mary's  County. — Richard  Barnes,  George  Pla- 
ter, Athanasius  Ford. 
For  Charles. — Robert  T.  Hooe,  Joseph  H.  Harrison. 
For  Calvert. — Alexander  Somerville,   Edward  Gantt, 

Patrick  Sim  Smith,  William  Allein. 
For  Prince  George's. — Joseph  Sim,  Thomas  Contee. 
For  Anne  Arundel. — Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  Thomas 

Johnson,  Jun.,  Samuel  Chase. 
For  Frederick,  Lower  District. — Henry  Griffith. 

Middle. —  Charles  Beatty,  Baker  Johnson. 
Upper. — John  Stull,  William  Baird. 
For  Baltimore. — Jeremiah  T.  Chase. 
For  Harford. — Thomas  Bond,  Richard  Dallam. 
For  Kent. — Robert   Buchanan,  P.    Letherbury,  Emory 

Sudler,  William  Sluby. 
For  Queen  Anne's. — James  Hollyday,  Turbutt  Wright, 

Richard  T.  Earle,  James  Tilghman. 
For  Talbot. — Nicholas  Thomas,  Pollard  Edmondson. 
For  Dorchester. — Robert  Goldsborough,  Henry  Hooper, 

James  Murray,  W.  Ennalls. 
For  Caroline. — William  Richardson,  Richard  Mason. 
For  Somerset. — George  Dashiell,  Gustavus  Scott,  Peter 

Waters. 
For  Worcester. — Peter  Chaille,  Samuel  Handy,  Joseph 

Dashiell. 

A  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Congress,  together 
with  Resolutions  of  the  1st,  3d,  and  4th  of  June,  were  laid 
before  the  Convention,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  Committee,  to 
report  their  opinion  thereon  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Johnson,  Mr.  Hol- 
lyday, Mr.  S.  Chase,  Mr.  Goldsborough,  and  Mr.  Plater, 
were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

A  Memorial  from  John  Weston,  of  Baltimore  County, 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Con- 
vention inform  the  Deputies  of  this  Province  in  Congress 
that  their  attendance  in  Convention  is  desired  ;  and  that  they 
move  Congress  for  permission  to  attend  here,  but  that  they 
do  not  leave  the  Congress  without  such  permission,  and 
without  first  having  obtained  an  order  that  the  consideration 
of  the  questions  of  Independence,  foreign  alliance,  and  a 
further  Confederation  of  the  Colonies,  shall  be  postponed 
until  Deputies  from  this  Province  can  attend  Congress, 
which  shall  be  as  soon  as  possible. 

Adjourned  till  four  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.  Convention  met.  Mr.  Veazey,  Mr. 
Gilpin,  Mr.  Ewing,  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Beall,  Mr.  Lloyd, 
and  Mr.  Jordan,  appeared  in  the  House. 

A  Petition  from  William  Hindman,  Treasurer  of  the 
Eastern- Shore,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  Barton  Tabbs,  of  Cahert  County,  pray- 
ing an  exemption  from  mustering,  was  read  a  fii-st  and  second 
time. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  rejected. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Petition  from  William  Hind- 
man,  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern- Shore, 

Resolved,  That  Alexander  Irvine,  and  Charles  Irvine,  of 
Talbot  County,  be  added  to  the  signers  of  Bills  of  Credit. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  June  22,  177G. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Sluby. 

The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  Mr.  Ringgold 
appeared  in  the  House. 

A  Petition  from  Michael  Cocendofer,  of  Frederick  Coun- 
ty, for  £300,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  a  Stocking  Manu- 
factory, was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Convention  adjourns  till  Monday  morning,  nine  o'clock. 


Monday,  June  24,  177G. 

Convention  met.     All  Members  present  as  on  Saturday. 

The  Proceedings  of  Saturday  were  read.  Mr.  Tolley, 
Mr.  Love,  Mr.  Thomas  Wright,  Mr.  Carroll  of  Carrollton, 
Mr.  Reeder,  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  appeared  in  the  House. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be 
requested  to  lay  before  the  Convention  the  names  of  the 
several  persons  to  whom  Passports  have  been  granted  to 
depart  this  Province. 

A  Petition  from  John  McFadon,  of  Baltimore  Town,  for 
a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  a  Linen 
Manufactory;  and  a  Petition  from  William  Wright,  Sheriff 
of  (^ueen  Anne's  County,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  no  Passport  to  leave -America 
be  granted  by  the  Council  of  Safety  to  any  person  not  an 
inhabitant  of  this  Province,  unless  such  person  produce  a 
Passport  from  the  Assembly,  Convention,  Committee,  or 
Council  of  Safety,  of  the  Colony  where  such  person  did  last 
reside. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be  di- 
rected to  gi'ant  a  Passport  to  Matthew  Brown,  Esq.,  to 
depart  this  Province. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  write  to  the  several  absent  Mem- 
bers, requiring  their  immediate  attendance  in  Convention. 
Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.  Convention  met.  Mr.  Mackall  ap- 
peared in  the  House. 

The  Committee,  for  that  purpose  appointed,  bring  in  and 
deliver  to  Mr.  President  a  Report  on  the  Resolutions  of 
Congress  of  the  3d  day  of  this  instant;  which  was  read,  and 
oi^dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  all  questions  be  determined 
by  a  majority  of  Members. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  on  the  above  question, 
they  were  as  follow : 

for  the  affirmative. 


For  St.  Mary's  County. 

Mr.  Beatty,                     aff 

Mr.  Jordan, 

aff. 

Mr.  B.  Johnson,             aff. 

Mr.  Barnes, 

aff. 

Mr.  Baird,                     aSL 

Mr.  Plater, 

aff. 

Calvert  County. 

Mr.  Reeder, 

aff. 

Mr.  Mackall,                   aff. 

Mr.  Ford, 

aff 

Mr.  Somerville,              aff. 

Charles  County 

Mr.  Gantt,                      aff. 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

'    aff 

Mr.  Smith,                      aff. 

Mr.  Hooe, 

aff 

Mr.  Allein,                    aff. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Harrison, 

aff 

Prince  George's  County. 

Anne  Arundel  Cou 

nty. 

Mr,  Sim,                         aff. 

Mr.  Carroll,  Barrister,  afl". 

Mr.  Beall,                       aff. 

Mr.  T.  Johnson, 

aff 

Mr.  Contee,                   aff 

Mr.  S.  Chase, 

aff 

Harford  County. 

Mr.  Carroll  of  Carroll': 

n,aff. 

Mr.  Bond,                      aff. 

Frederick  County. 

Mr.  Love,                        aff. 

Mr.  Griffith, 

aff 

•  Mr.  Dallam,                   aff. 

FOR   the 

negative. 

Queen  Anne's  County. 

Mr.  Hooper,                neg. 

Mr.  Hollyday, 

neg. 

Somerset  County. 

Mr.  Turbutt  Wright, 

neg. 

Mr.  G.  Dashiell,           neg. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wright, 

neg. 

Mr.  Scott,                    neg. 

Mr.  Earle, 

aff. 

Mr.  Waters,                 neg. 

Mr.  J.  Tilghman, 

neg. 

Worcester  County. 

Dorchester  County. 

Mr.  Chaille,                  neg. 

Mr.  Goldsborough, 

neg. 

Mr.  Handy,                  neg. 

Mr.  Murray, 

neg. 

Mr.  J.  Dashiell,             aff 

DIVIDED. 

Cecil  Cou7ity. 

Mr.  Sudler,                   neg. 

Mr.  Veazey, 

neg. 

Mr.  Ringgold,                aff 

Mr.  GilpiH, 

aff 

Talbot  County. 

Mr.  Thompson, 

neg. 

Hon.M.Tilghman,Es(i.  aff. 

Mr.  Ewing, 

aff 

Mr.  Thomas,                neg. 

Kent  County. 

Mr.  Edmondson,          neg. 

Mr.  Buchanan, 

neg. 

Mr.  LloyJ,                      aff. 

Mr.  Letherbury, 

aff 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  yeas  and  nays  be  taken 
and  entered  on  the  Journal,  if  required  by  any  one  of  the 
Delegates. 

Mr.  Chamberlaine,  Mr.  Potter,  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  Mr. 
Moale,  appeared  in  the  House. 

The  Letters  of  Captain  Montagu,  and  of  Robert  Eden, 
Esq.,  of  this  day,  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  were  laid  before 
the  Convention;  and  on  consideration  thereof. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  said  Captain  Montagu, 
by  detaining  several  servants  belonging  to  the  initabitants  of 


1487 


MARYLAND  CONVENTION,  JUNE,  1776. 


1488 


this  Province,  and  by  refusing  to  deliver  up  a  soldier  who 
deserted  from  the  service  of  this  Colony,  hath  violated  the 
truce,  and  acted  in  manifest  violation  of  his  promise  to  pre- 
serve the  same  sacred. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  do  not  permit 
any  Baggage  or  effects  belonging  to  Robert  Eden,  Esq.,  or 
any  other  person  on  board  the  Fowey,  to  be  carried  on  board 
the  said  Ship;  and  to  take  care  that  all  communication  with 
the  said  Ship  immediately  cease. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letters  of  Captain  Montagu  to  Ro- 
bert Eden,  Esq.,  of  yesterday,  and  the  several  Lettei-s  from 
the  Council  of  Safety,  of  this  day,  to  Captain  Montagu  and 
Robert  Eden,  Esq.,  and  their  Answers,  together  with  the 
above  Resolve  and  Order,  be  immediately  published. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ship  Defence  and  her  Tender  imme- 
diately proceed  down  the  Bay,  and  prevent,  as  far  as  possible, 
any  plunder  being  committed  by  the  Captain  of  the  Fowey; 
but  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  that  she  should  not 
attack  the  said  Ship. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  June  25,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  Mr.  Rumsey  and 
Mr.  Currer  appeared  in  the  House. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  adjust  the  several  claims  on  the  Treasury;  and 
that  Mr.  Earle,  'Mr.  Contee,  Mr.  Tolky,  Mr.  Hooe,  and  Mr. 
Chamberlaine,  be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Debates  and  Proceedings  of  this 
Convention  be  publick,  unless  in  cases  where  it  shall  be 
otherwise  directed. 

The  Convention  being  informed  that  Writs  of  Election 
have  been  issued  in  the  name  of  the  Proprietary,  for  the 
election  of  Delegates  in  Assembly, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Writs  be  not  obeyed,  and  that 
no  Election  be  made  in  consequence  thereof. 

Mr.  John  Courts  Jones  was  appointed  Assistant  Clerk  to 
the  Convention. 

'Ordered,  That  he  qualify  himself  as  such,  by  taking  the 
oath  directed  to  be  taken  by  the  Clerk. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  contract 
for  the  building,  fitting  out,  and  equipping,  with  all  expedi- 
tion, seven  Row-Galleys,  of  such  construction  and  force  as 
they  may  think  most  proper,  and  at  the  publick  expense, 
instead  of  the  seven  Gondolas  directed  to  be  built  by  Reso- 
lutions of  this  Convention  in  the  last  session  thereof. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  imme- 
diately order  detachments  of  the  Militia  to  such  convenient 
posts  as  may  be  judged  necessary  to  prevent  any  communi- 
cation with  the  Fowey  man-of-war. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
report  on  the  establishment  of  Manufactories;  and  that  Mr. 
Gilpin,  Mr.  Earle,  Mr.  Ewing,  Mr.  Beall,  and  Mr.  Lether- 
bury,  be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

A  Memorial  from  George  Wells,  of  Baltimore  Town, 
Ship  Carpenter,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Convention  met. 

A  Certificate  of  the  qualification  of  Mr.  Jones  was  pro- 
duced and  filed. 

The  Convention  took  into  their  consideration  the  Report 
on  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  3d  day  of  this  instant, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  Resolutions: 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  Province  will  furnish 
three  thousand  four  hundred  and  five  of  its  Militia,  to  form 
a  Flying-Camp,  and  to  act  with  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  Delaware  Government,  in  the  Middle  Department, 
that  is  to  say,  from  this  Province  to  New-  York  inclusive, 
according  to  the  request  of  the  Congress  in  their  Resolutions 
of  the  3d  day  of  this  instant,  June. 

That  for  that  purpose  four  Battalions  be  instantly  raised, 
each  of  them  to  consist  of  nine  Companies,  and  each  Com- 
pany to  consist  of  ninety  men,  to  wit :  One  Captain,  two 
Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one 


Drummer,  one  Fifer,  and  seventy-six  Privates  ;  each  of  the 
said  Battalions  to  be  commanded  by  one  Colonel,  one  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, and  one  Major;  and  that  to  each  Battalion 
there  be  allowed  a  Quartermaster,  an  Adjutant,  a  Surgeon, 
and  two  Assistants ;  and  that  over  and  above  the  said  Bat- 
talions, there  be  also  instantly  raised  one  other  Company,  to 
consist  of  one  Captain,  three  Lieutenants,  four  Sergeants, 
four  Corporals,  one  Drummer,  one  Fifer,  and  ninety-six 
Privates ;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  said  Militia  so  to  be 
raised,  be  commanded  by  a  Brigadier-General,  who  shall 
have  the  appointment  of  a  Brigade-Major. 

That  Warrants  immediately  issue  to  such  persons  as  shall 
be  appointed  by  this  Convention  to  take  the  enrollments  of 
the  said  Non-Commissioncd  Officers  and  Privates ;  which 
enrollments  shall  be  made  up  of  those  who  shall  voluntarily 
offer  themselves  for  the  said  service,  and  subscribe  an  enroll- 
ment in  the  following  words,  to  wit :  "  We,  the  subscribers, 
do  hereby  enroll  ourselves  to  serve  as  Militia  of  Maryland, 
in  the  Middle  Department,  that  is  to  say,  from  this  Province 
to  New-York  inclusive,  until  the  1st  day  of  December  next, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  honourable  Congress,  ac- 
cording to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Convention  o(  Maryland, 
held  at  Annapolis  the  21st  day  of  June,  1776." 

That  the  said  Warrants  be  in  the  following  form,  to  wit : 

"By  the  Convention  of  Maryland,  June  25,  1776. 

"  You  are  empowered  to  enroll  effective  freemen, 

to  act  as  Militia  of  this  Province  in  the  Middle  Department, 
according  to  the  Resolutions  of  this  Convention  and  the 
form  of  enrollment  herewith  delivered  to  you ;  on  your  doing 
which,  and  their  passing  as  effective,  you  are  to  be  entitled 
to,  and  shall  receive,  a  Commission  as  Captain,  as  First  Lieu- 
tenant, or  Second  Lieutenant,  or  Ensign,  (as  the  case  may 
be,)  of  a  Company  to  be  composed  partly  of  those  you 
enroll.  Matthew  Tilghman,  President. 

"  To  ,  of  County." 

That  thirty  men  be  expressed  in  the  Warrant  to  a  Cap- 
tain, twenty  men  in  the  Warrant  to  each  of  the  Lieutenants, 
and  sixteen  men  in  the  Warrant  to  the  Ensign  of  the  said 
Companies. 

That  all  Enrollments  be  returned  to  the  Convention  or 
Council  of  Safety  as  soon  as  filled  up,  or  if  not  completed, 
by  the  20th  day  of  July  at  the  farthest ;  and  if  any  of  those 
to  whom  Warrants  shall  be  directed  cannot  enroll  the  full 
number  of  effective  freemen  by  that  day,  the  Convention,  if 
sitting,  will,  or  the  Council  of  Safety,  in  the  recess  of  Con- 
vention shall,  issue  a  Commission,  to  the  person  to  whom  the 
Warrant  shall  have  been  directed,  or  to  any  other  person  as 
may  best  promote  and  forward  the  service ;  but  a  Commis- 
sion shall  issue  of  course  in  every  case  where  the  full  num- 
ber shall  be  enrolled  according  to  the  Warrant. 

That  none  of  the  said  Militia  be  compelled  to  serve  out  of 
the  said  limits,  or  beyond  the  said  1st  day  of  December  next ; 
and  during  the  time  of  their  service  shall  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  General  Officer,  as  such,  who  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Congress,  and  shall  be  subject  and  liable  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  already  provided  by  this  Convention  for  the 
government  of  the  Militia  when  called  into  actual  service, 
and  no  other. 

That  as  Camp-kettles  cannot  be  had,  the  said  Militia  be 
supplied  with  eight  hundred  and  fifty  small  Iron  Pots  or  Ket- 
tles, with  bales,  at  the  expense  of  this  Province,  and  that 
they  be  also  furnished  with  Cartouch-boxes,  and,  as  far  as 
may  be,  with  Tents. 

That  such  of  the  Militia  who  have  effective  Fire-locks  use 
the  same  ;  that  such  of  them  as  have  Fire-locks  not  effective, 
but  that  may  be  made  so  by  small  repairs,  have  such  repairs 
done  at  the  expense  of  this  Province,  and  use  their  own 
Fire-locks  ;  and  those  who  have  not  sufficient  Fire-locks  be 
furnished  by  the  Council  of  Safety  out  of  the  Arms  now  be- 
longing to,  or  that  shall  be  procured  for,  the  use  of  the  pub- 
lick, and  by  the  Committee  of  Observation  in  the  respective 
County  where  they  inlist,  out  of  the  Arms  in  their  keeping 
delivered  in  by,  or  taken  from,  those  who  have  not  subscribed 
the  Association,  or  have  not  enrolled  in  the  Militia,  so  far  as 
such  Arms  will  extend,  and  the  deficiency  shall  be  made  up 
by  borrowing  the  Fire-locks  of  such  of  the  Militia  as  will 
lend  on  the  publick  faith,  which  is  hereby  pledged  to  return 
the  same  in  the  like  order  as  received,  or,  in  case  of  loss,  the 
value  thereof.  And  all  Fire-locks  so  lent  shall  be  valued 
by  two  freeholders,  and  a  certificate  given  to  the  owner  by 
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the  Officer  who  enrolled  the  men  supplied  therewith  of  the 
receipt  and  value  of  the  same  Arms. 

That  all  Arms  so  furnished  by  the  Council  of  Safety  or 
Committee  of  Observation,  or  lent  as  aforesaid,  as  well  as 
the  Tents,  Cartouch-boxes,  Kettles,  and  Pots,  shall  be  care- 
fully preserved  and  returned ;  and  if  any  shall  not  be  returned 
from  gross  negligence,  the  Captain  of  the  Company  where 
such  neslifjence  shall  be  suffered  shall  be  answerable  to  the 
publick  for  the  loss,  and  the  immediate  delinquent  to  the 
Captain. 

That  the  Council  of  Safety,  in  the  recess  of  Convention, 
direct  the  formation  of  the  Companies  in  Battalions,  and  ap- 
point what  Companies  shall  compose  such  Battalions. 

That  for  ascertaining  the  rank  of  the  Captains,  Lieuten- 
ants, and  Ensigns  of  the  said  Companies,  Commissions  shall 
issue  by  the  Convention  or  Council  of  Safety,  and  be  dated 
of  the  day  such  Captain,  Lieutenant,  or  Ensign,  shall  have 
enrolled  the  number  of  men  as  expressed  in  his  Warrant ; 
and  rank  as  between  Officers  of  equal  degree  shall  take  place 
according  to  such  date  ;  but  where  there  shall  be  enrollments 
completed  on  the  same  day  by  Officers  of  the  same  degree, 
the  rank  shall  be  settled  by  ballot  between  such  Officers, 
and  the  Commissions  marked  accordingly. 

That  on  the  issuing  of  the  Warrants  or  granting  the  Com- 
missions as  aforesaid,  there  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Shore  where  such  person  resides,  on  producing  an  Order 
from  the  Council  of  Safety,  the  sura  of  £69  15s.  to  each 
Captain,  £46  10«.  to  each  Lieutenant,  and  £37  5s.  to  every 
Ensign,  out  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  to  be  advanced  to  the  non- 
commissioned Officei-s  and  Privates  in  part  of  their  wages, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Officer,  who  shall  be  answerable  for, 
and  accountable  to,  this  Province  for  the  money  advanced 
as  aforesaid. 

That  as  some  of  the  Militia  may  be  under  contracts  to 
perform  particular  services  by  the  year,  month,  or  other  time, 
any  such  who  shall  enroll  as  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to 
their  wages  for  the  time  they  shall  have  continued  in  the 
service  of  their  employer  in  consequence  of  such  contract,  in 
proportion  to  the  time  they  shall  have  served. 

That  the  several  Companies  shall  be  mustered  and  passed 
by  some  one  of  the  Field  Officers  of  the  County  where  such 
Company  shall  be  raised,  and  the  Captain  shall  return  two 
copies  of  his  Muster- Roll,  certified  by  the  Field  Officer  who 
musters  the  men,  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  who  shall  trans- 
mit one  of  the  copies  to  the  Congress. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Montagu,  of  the  Fowey  ship  of 
war,  of  this  day,  to  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety, 
was  laid  before  the  Convention,  and  read. 

Thereupon,  it  is  Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  be  directed  to  write  a  Letter  to  Captain 
Montagu  in  the  following  words,  to  wit : 

In  Council  of  Safety,  June  25,  1776. 
Sm:  By  command  of  the  Convention,  I  enclose  you 
their  Resolution  of  yesterday,  which  expresses  the  occasiou 
of  discontinuing  an  intercourse  with  the  Fowey,  which  was 
wished  and  expected  to  have  ended  more  satisfactorily. 
Any  measures  that  may  be  attempted  for  the  ostensible 
cause  of  stopping  the  Govemour's  baggage  must  properly 
be  imputed  to  your  breach  of  the  truce,  and  will  be  resented 
in  full  proportion  to  the  injury. 

The  Convention  adjourns  until  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  26,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  small  Tender  belonging  to  the  De- 
fence be  stationed  between  Greenbury's  and  Horn  Point, 
one  armed  Boat  between  Tolley's  and  Horn  Point,  and  one 
other  armed  Boat  between  Greenbury's  and  Hackett's 
Point,  to  prevent  any  communication  with  the  Fowey,  and 
that  the  Council  of  Safety  carry  this  Order  into  execution. 

A  Petition  from  Turbutt  Bctton,  of  Q^ueen  Anne's  County, 
and  a  Representation  from  Daniel  Dulany,  of  Annapolis, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Anne  Arundel  County  against  William  Yeldell,  who  had 
refused  to  sign  the  Association,  were  laid  before  the  Con- 
vention, and  read.     And,  on  consideration  thereof, 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Yeldell  give  bond,  with 
such  sureties  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  Committee  of 
Anne  Arundel  County,  in  the  penalty  of  £iOO,  current 
money,  with  condition  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  the  De- 
cember Convention  ;  that  he  pay  the  charges  of  imprisonment, 
and  on  payment  and  giving  bond,  be  discharged. 

William  Bishop  was  brought  before  the  Convention,  on 
suspicion  of  having  been  aiding  and  assisting  in  carrying 
Peter  Craufurd  and  Jaines  McCaskie  on  board  the  Fowey 
man-of-war ;  and,  upon  inquiry,  it  appearing  that  the  said 
Bishop  had  been  so  aiding  and  assisting. 

It  is  Resolved,  That  the  said  Bishop  give  bond,  with 
security,  payable  to  the  President,  in  the  sum  of  £200, 
common  money,  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  Convention, 
and  for  his  good  behaviour  in  the  mean  time. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday,  June  27,  1776. 
Convention  met.     All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  J.  Tilghman,  absent  on  account  of  the  indispo- 
sition of  one  of  his  children.    The  Proceedings  of  yesterday 
were  read. 

A  Petition  from  Robert  Long,  of  Baltimore  County,  and 
a  Representation  from  John  Clapham  and  William  Eddis,  of 
the  City  of  Annapolis,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  HaU  appeared  in  the  House. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  proportion  of  Militia  to 
be  furnished  by  this  Province  for  the  Flying-Camp  be  com- 
posed of  one  Company  from  St.  Mary's  County,  two  Com- 
panies from  Charles,  one  from  Calvert,  three  from  Prince 
George's,  five  from  Anne  Arundel,  nine  from  Frederick, 
four  from  Baltimore,  two  from  Harford,  two  from  Cea7, 
two  from  Kent,  two  from  Queen  Anne's,  one  from  Talbot, 
and  two  from  Caroline,  to  consist  of  one  Captain,  two  Lieu- 
tenants, one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one 
Drummer,  one  Fifer,  and  seventy-six  Privates ;  and  one 
Company  from  Dorchester  County,  to  be  composed  of  one 
Captain,  three  Lieutenants,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals, 
one  Drummer,  one  Fifer,  and  ninety-six  Privates. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Officers  for 
the  Militia  to  be  raised  for  the  Flying-Camp. 

Mr.  Thomas  Johnson, inn.,  was  elected  Brigadier-General 
to  command  the  said  Militia. 

For  the  Battalion  to  be  raised  in  Frederick  County,  Mr. 
Otho  Holland  Williams  Colonel,  Mr.  Charles  Greenbury 
Griffith  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Mr.  Henry  Shryock  Ma- 
jor. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.  Convention  met,  and  resumed  the  elec- 
tion of  Officers. 

For  the  Battalion  to  be  raised  on  the  Eastern-Shore,  Mr. 
James  Kent  was  elected  Colonel,  Mr.  Joseph  Earle  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, and  Mr.  William  Hopewell  Major. 

For  the  lower  Battalion,  to  be  raised  on  the  Western- 
Shore,  Mr.  John  Dent  was  appointed  Colonel,  Mr.  John 
Addison  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Mr.  James  Eden  Major. 

For  the  upper  Battalion,  Mr.  Josiah  Carvil  Hall  was 
elected  Colonel. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Friday,  June  28,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be 
directed  to  provide  a  Magazine  in  some  convenient  place  on 
the  Eastern-Shore,  for  the  reception  of  warlike  Stores. 

On  reading  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Observation 
for  Somerset  County, 

Ordered,  That  Major  Price  take  command  of,  and  direct 
so  many  of  the  Independent  Companies  on  the  Eastern- 
Shore  to  march  immediately  to  the  lower  part  of  Somerset 
County,  as  he  may  think  proper ;  and  that  if  necessary,  he 
be  assisted  with,  and  command  such  of  the  Militia  as  shall 
be  called  on  by  a  Committee  to  be  appointed  by  this  Con- 
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vention  ;  that  he  proceed  to  disarm  all  such  persons  in  that 
County  as  shall,  from  good  grounds,  appear  to  such  Commit- 
tee to  be  disafliicted,  and  to  take  into  custody  all  such  disaf- 
fected persons  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  said  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  George  Plater  and  John  Hall,  Esquires, 
be  a  Committee,  and  repair  as  soon  as  may  be  to  Somerset 
County,  and  there  take  such  measures  as  may  unite  that 
County  with  the  other  Counties  of  this  Province ;  that  they 
direct  all  persons  who  shall,  on  good  grounds,  appear  to  them 
to  be  disaffected,  to  be  disarmed,  and  any  disaffected  persons 
to  be  taken  into  custody  and  sent  to  the  Council  of  Safety, 
as  they  may  think  proper ;  that  they  have  powers  to  make 
such  regulations  and  ordere  as  may,  in  their  judgment,  best 
secure  obedience  to  the  Resolves  of  the  Convention,  and 
peace  and  good  order  in  that  County;  that  ^ia'pr  Price,  the 
Independent  Companies,  and  the  Militia,  be  subject  to  the 
control  and  orders  of  the  said  Committee,  and  that  they  re- 
port their  proceedings  to  the  next  Convention. 

On  reading  a  Letter  from  Captain  James  Himlman, 
Ordered,  That  James  Dickinson,  William  Thomas,  John 
Stevens,  and  Nicholas  Martin,  appear  before  this  Conven- 
tion on  Tuesday  next,  to  answer  for  their  conduct  in  carry- 
ing live  Stock  on  board  the  Fowey. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Convention  met. 
A  Memorial  from  the  Council  of  Safety  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Gantt  has  leave  of  absence  until  Monday  next. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  instructions  given  by 
the  Convention  of  December  last  (and  renewed  by  the  Con- 
vention in  May)  to  the  Deputies  of  this  Colony  in  Con- 
gress, be  recalled,  and  the  restrictions  therein  contained 
removed ;  that  the  Deputies  of  this  Colony  attending  in 
Congress,  or  a  majority  of  them,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  concur  with  the  other 
United  Colonies,  or  a  majority  of  them,  in  declaring  the 
United  Colonies  free  and  independent  States — in  forming 
such  further  compact  and  confederation  between  them — in 
making  foreign  alliances — and  in  adopting  such  other  mea- 
sures as  shall  be  adjudged  necessary  for  securing  the  liber- 
ties of  America ;  and  this  Colony  will  hold  itself  bound  by 
the  Resolutions  of  a  majority  of  the  United  Colonies  in  the 
premises :  Provided,  The  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regu- 
lating the  internal  Government  and  Police  of  this  Colony  be 
reserved  to  the  people  thereof. 

Mr.  Sliihy  appeared  in  the  House. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 


Convention  met. 
except  Mr.  Gantt. 
read. 


Saturday,  June  29,  1776. 

All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were 


On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Bills  of  Credit  issued  by 
the  Congress,  and  the  Conventions  of  this  Province,  be  re- 
ceived by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Loan  Office  in  payment 
of  any  interest  due  to  the  said  Office. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolution  be  published  in  the 
Maryland  Gazette. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  election  of  Officers.  Mr. 
William  Hyde  was  elected  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  up- 
per Battalion  on  the  Western- Shore,  and  Dr.  John  Cradoclc 
Major. 

For  the  Company  to  be  raised  in  St.  Mary's  County, 
Uriah  Forrest  was  appointed  Captain,  William  Bond  Fii-st 
Lieutenant,  Moses  labbs  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Edward 
Mattingly  Ensign. 

For  the  Companies  in  Charles  County.  Thomas  Han- 
son Captain,  George  Dent  (third^  First  Lieutenant,  Samuel 
Jones  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Wjlliam  Adams  Ensign.  Be- 
lain  Posey  Captain,  Henry  Boarman  First  Lieutenant,  John 
Forbes  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Gerard  Fowke  Ensign. 

Calvert.  John  Brooke  Captain,  Frederick  Skinner  First 
Lieutenant,  Nathaniel  WiUon  Second  Lieutenant,  and  James 
Somerville  Ensign. 

Prince  George's.  John  Hawkins  Lowe  Captain,  John 
Magruder  Burgess  First  Lieutenant,  William  Du/vall,  Se- 


cond Lieutenant,  and  Horatio  Claggett  Ensign.  Robert 
Bowie  Captain,  Benjamin  Brooks  First  Lieutenant,  Wil- 
liam Dent  Beall  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Colmore  Beans, 
Ensign.  Alexander  Howard  Magruder  Captain,  William 
Sprigg  Bowie  First  Lieutenant,  Benjamin  Contee  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Alexander  Truman  Ensign. 

Anne  Arundel  County.  Edivard  Norwood  Captain,  iSo- 
mucl  Godman  First  Lieutenant,  John  W.  Dorsey  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Richard  Talbot  Ensign.  Edward  Tillard 
Captain,  Samuel  Lloyd  Chew  First  Lieutenant,  John  Sprigg 
Belt  Second  Lieutenant,  and  John  Gassaway  Ensign.  Da- 
niel Dorsey  Ca\)V&m,  Joseph  Burgess  First  Lieutenant,  JoAn 
Lorah  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Michael  Burgess  Ensign. 
James  Disney  Captain,  Henry  Ridgely  First  Lieutenant, 
Jonathan  Sellman  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Edward  Spurrier 
Ensign.  Thomas  Hammond  Captain,  Thomas  Mayo  First 
Lieutenant,  Joshua  Merriken  Second  Lieutenant,  and  An- 
drew Hammond  Ensign. 

Frederick.  Lower  District,  Edward  Burgess  Caplam, 
John  Gaither  First  Lieutenant,  Thaddeus  Beall  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Thomas  Edmondson  Ensign.  Leonard 
Deakins  Captain,  Thomas  Nowland  First  Lieutenant,  Eli- 
sha  Ji'illiams  Second  Lieutenant,  and  John  Grijjith  Ensign. 
Benjamin  Spyker  Captain,  Grecnbury  Gaither  First  Lieu- 
tenar»t,  Richard  Anderson  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Nicholas 
Seybert  Ensign. 

Middle  District.  Philip  Meroney  Captain,  Elisha  Beall 
First  Lieutenant,  John  Hellen  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Wil- 
liam, Beatty,  Jun.,  Ensign.  Jacob  Good  Captain,  John 
Baptist  Thompson  First  Lieutenant,  John  Ghiselin  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  John  Smith  Ensign.  Peter  Mantz  Cap- 
tain, Adam  Groth  First  Lieutenant,  Peter  Adams  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  John  Richardson  Ensign. 

Upper  District,  ^neas  Campbell  Captain,  Clement 
HoUyday  First  Lieutenant,  John  Courts  Jones  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  David  Lynn  Ensign.  John  Reynolds  Cap- 
tain, Moses  Chapline  Firet  Lieutenant,  Christian  Orendorff 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Nathan  Williams  Ensign.  Henry 
Hardman  Captain,  Daniel  Stull  First  Lieutenant,  Peter 
Contee  Hanson  Second  Lieutenant,  and  John  Rench  En- 
sign. 

Baltimore.  Zachariah  Maccubbin  Captain,  Thomas  Yates 
First  Lieutenant,  John  Christie  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
Thomas  Lingan  Ensign.  John  E.  Howard  Captain,  Tho- 
mas  Lansdale  First  Lieutenant,  William  Riley  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Robert  Morrow  Ensign.  John  Stevenson  Cap- 
tain, Edward  Oldham  Firet  Lieutenant,  James  Ogleby 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Joseph  Lewis  Ensign.  James 
Young  Captain,  James  Bond  First  Lieutenant,  John  Smith 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  James  Tool  Ensign. 

Harford.  Aquila  Paca  Captain,  John  Beedle  Hall 
First  Lieutenant,  Michael  Gilbert  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
John  Patterson  Ensign.  Bennet  Bmsey  Captain,  Joshua 
Miles  First  Lieutenant,  Asahel  Hitchcock  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  Aquila  Amos  Ensign. 

Cecil.  Joshua  George  Captain,  M^illiam  Veazey,  (third,) 
First  Lieutenant,  John  Stockton  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
Richard  Bird  Ensign.  Walter  Alexander  Captain,  An- 
drew Porter,  Jun.,  First  Lieutenant,  Harman  Arrants  Se- 
cond Lieutenant,  and  George  Hamilton  Ensijjn. 

Kent.  Isaac  Perkins  Captain,  Abraham  Falconer  First 
Lieutenant,  Jesse  Cozden  Second  Lieutenant,  and  James 
Henry  Ensign.  Thomas  Smyth  Captain,  James  Williamson 
First  Lieutenant,  Nathaniel  Kinnard  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  Josiah  Johnson  Ensign. 

Queen  Anne's.  John  Dean  Captain,  John  Hawkins 
First  Lieutenant,  John  Neville  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Sa- 
muel Earle  Ensign.  John  Dames  Captain,  Thomas  Lane 
Emory  First  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Wright  Thomas  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  John  Jackson  Ensign. 

Talbot.  Greenbury  Goldsborough  Captain,  Woolman 
Gibson  (son  of  John)  First  Lieutenant,  JoAn  TAomns,  Jun., 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Perry  Be/won  of  (James)  Ensign. 

Caroline.  Zabdiel  Potter  Ca.i)tam,  Thomas  Wyer  Lock- 
erman  First  Lieutenant,  Levin  Handy  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  Philip  Casson  Ensign.  Philip  Fiddeman  Captain, 
Henry  Downes,  Jun.,  First  Lieutenant,  John  Reynolds  Se- 
cond Lieutenant,  and  Thomas  Mason  Ensign. 

Dorchester.  Thomas  Burk  Captain,  Berkit  Falcon  Firet 
Lieutenant,  John  Lynch  Second  Lieutenant,  and  James 
Woolford  Gray  Third  Lieutenant. 
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On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  examine  the  Accounts  of  the  Supervisors  of  Saltpetre 
Works,  and  report  tiiereon  ;  and  that  Mr.  T.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Rumsey,  Mr.  Ringgold,  Mr.  Giljjin,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr. 
Hooe,  be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  former  Re- 
solutions of  Convention  as  directs  or  empowers  the  Council 
of  Safety  to  contract  for  the  building  or  working  a  Powder- 
Mill  on  the  publick  account,  be  repealed. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be  au- 
thorized to  advance  the  further  sum  of  £5,000  to  such  per- 
sons as  they  shall  think  proper,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
good  and  effective  Fire-Arms,  on  the  terms  and  agreeable  to 
such  orders  as  they  may  think  will  best  procure  the  same. 

On  reading  and  considering  a  Memorial  from  Francis  Ba- 
ker, of  Talbot  County,  praying  a  remission  of  that  part  of 
the  sentence  pronounced  against  him  by  this  Convention  in 
its  session  of  December  last,  forbidding  liim  "  to  offer  himself 
for  any  office  of  trust," 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  granted. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be 
authorized'  to  cause  Muskets  found  by  the  Militia,  or  bor- 
rowed or  purchased,  without  Bayonets,  iron  Ramrods,  Pri- 
ming-wires, Belts,  or  Scabbards,  to  be  fitted  therewith  ;  and 
to  furnish  each  Private  with  a  Cartridge-box  containino- 
twenty-three  rounds,  six  Flints,  one  Blanket,  one  Knapsack, 
with  a  Haversack,  and  a  Canteen  or  wooden  Bottle  to  hold 
one  quart,  and  to  give  such  orders  as  they  may  think  will 
best  furnish  the  Militia  with  Provisions  and  Baggage  Wa- 
gons on  their  march. 

Adjourned  till  four  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Convention  met. 

Mr.  Samuel  Edmondson  was  elected  Quartermaster  of  the 
Battalion  of  Militia  to  be  raised  on  the  Eastern-Shore ;  Mr. 
William  Parran,  Quartermaster  of  the  lower  Battalion  on 
the  Western-Shore ;  and  Mr.  Isaac  Griest,  Quartermaster 
of  the  upper  Battalion. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  bring  in  and  deliver  to  Mr. 
President  the  following  Report,  to  wit: 

"  Your  Committee  of  Claims  have  examined  the  charter- 
parties,  and  other  papers,  relative  to  the  Brig  Fortune,  the 
property  of  Messrs.  Lux  &f  Bowly,  and  the  Brig  Rogers, 
chartered  of  Mr.  George  Woolsey,  and  are  of  opinion  that  an 
allowance  be  made  to  the  former  for  the  demurrage  of  the 
Brig  Fortune,  of  £393  12s.,  currency,  and  to  the  latter  for 
demurrage  of  the  Brig  Rogers,  £406  15*.  Sd.,  currency. 
All  which  is  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  honour- 
able Convention.     Signed  per  order : 

"John  Johnson,  Clerk  Committee." 

Which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Moale  and  Mr.  Bond  have  leave  of  absence. 

Convention  adjourns  till  Monday  moming,  nine  o'clock. 

Monday,  July  1,  1776. 
Convention  met.     All  Members  present  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Mr.  Plater,  Mr.  Moale,  Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr. 
Lloyd,  and  Mr.  Buchanan.     The  Proceedings  of  Saturday 
were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  report  to  the 
Convention  the  number  and  denominations  of  the  Bills  of 
Credit,  emitted  by  Resolutions  of  this  Convention  in  July 
last,  which  have  been  exchanged  by  the  Treasurers  of  this 
Province  for  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Resolutions  of  this 
Convention  in  December  last ;  also,  the  number  and  the  de- 
nominations of  the  former  Bills  of  Credit  now  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  the  said  Treasurers. 

Ordered,  That  two  hundred  copies  of  the  Resolves  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  Resolutions  of  this  Convention,  for  rais- 
ing Militia  for  the  Flying-Camp,  be  inmiediately  printed, 
and  one  copy  delivered  to  each  Commissioned  Officer. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
Resolutions  of  Convention  for  raising  Militia  for  the  Flying- 
Camp,  to  the  Congress,  and  request  a  copy  of  the  last  Re- 
solve of  Congress  respecting  the  pay  of  Militia  called  into 
action,  may  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  Convention 
or  Council  of  Safety. 


On  reading  and  considering  the  Memorial  of  the  Council 
of  Safety  relative  to  fortifying  the  Harbour  of  the  City  of 
Annapolis,  and  it  appearing  that  Cannon  could  not  be  pro- 
cured, and  that  even  if  it  could,  the  sum  appropriated  is  not 
sufficient  to  erect  such  Fortifications  and  place  such  obstruc- 
tions in  the  River  as  was  expected  by  the  Convention  : 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £10,000,  common 
money,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  Cannon,  Powder,  Galleys, 
and  the  like,  be  appropriated  to  the  defence  of  the  City  of 
Annapolis ;  and  tiiat  the  same,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary,  be  laid  out  and  expended  for  that  purpose, 
under  tiie  direction  and  orders  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  in 
lieu  of  the  said  sum  heretofore  appropriated  in  the  session 
of  December. 


On  motion,  Resolved,  That  for  the  encouragement  of  Da- 
niel and  Samuel  Hughes  to  prosecute  their  Cannon  Foundry 
with  spirit  and  diligence,  the  Council  of  Safety  be  empow- 
ered, on  their  application,  to  lend  and  advance  to  them  any 
sum  not  exceeding  £2,000,  common  money,  out  of  the  pub- 
lick  Treasury,  they  giving  bond,  with  good  security,  to  invest 
and  apply  the  same  in  prosecuting  the  said  Cannon  Foun- 
dry, and  repaying  the  same  into  the  publick  Treasury  by  the 
1 0th  day  of  April  next. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Convention  met. 
Mr.  Richard  Thompson  was  elected  Quartermaster  of  the 
Battalion  of  Militia  to  be  raised  in  Frederick  County. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Resolution  passed  the  25th 
day  of  June  last,  without  debate,  "  for  making  all  Militia 
Officers  ineligible  to  any  future  Convention,"  should  be 
expunged.  The  previous  question  was  called  for  and  put, 
whether  the  above  question  be  now  put  ? 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  put,  that  the  Resolution  "for 
making  all  Militia  Officers  ineligible  to  a  seat  in  Conven- 
tion," should  be  expunged  ? 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

FOR   THE    AFFIRMATIVE. 


Mr.  Jordan, 

Mr. 

Hall,                         Mr, 

,  Chamberlaine, 

Barnes, 

Rumsey, 

Thomas, 

Reeder, 

Veazey, 

Potter, 

Hawkins, 

Gilpin, 

Richardson, 

Hooe, 

Thompson, 

Dickinson, 

Carroll,  Barrister, 

Letherbury, 

Mason, 

T.  Johnson, 

Sluby, 

G.  Dashiell. 

Carroll  of  Carrollton, 

Ringgold, 

Waters, 

Beatty, 

Hollyday, 

Chaille, 

B.  Johnson, 

Th.  Wright, 

Handy, 

Tolley, 

Earle, 

J.  Dashiell. 

J.  T.  Chase, 

FOR  THE    NEGATIVE. 

Mr.  Ford, 

Mr. 

Contee,                     Mr. 

Currer, 

J.  H.  Harrison, 

S.  Chase, 

Sudler, 

Mackall, 

Griffith, 

Tur.  Wright, 

SomervUle, 

Stull, 

Edmondson, 

Smith, 

Baird, 

Goldsborough, 

AUein, 

Love, 

Murray, 

Sim, 

Dallam, 

W.  Ennals, 

Beall, 

Ewing, 

ScotU 

On  motion,  the  question  was  put :  That  if  any  Field 
Officer  of  the  Militia  should  be  elected  a  Member  of  the 
next  Convention,  his  Commission  shall  thereupon  be  void? 
Carried  in  the  negative. 


FOR   THE    NEGATIVE. 


Mr.  Jordan, 

Mr 

.  B.  Johnson, 

Mr 

.  Tho.  Wright, 

Barnes, 

J.  T.  Chase, 

Eiirle, 

Reeder, 

Hall, 

Chamberlaine, 

Hooe, 

Veazey, 

Thomas, 

Mackall, 

Gilpin, 

Potter, 

Smith, 

Thompson, 

Dickinson, 

Carroll,  Barrister, 

Currer, 

G.  Dashiell, 

T.  Johnson, 

Letherbury, 

Waters, 

Carroll  of  Carrollton, 

Sluby 

Chaille, 

Beatty, 

Ringgold, 

J.  Dashiell, 

FOR 

THE    AFFIRMATIVE. 

Mr.  Ford, 

Mr. 

,  Stull, 

Mr. 

Tur.  Wright, 

Hawkins, 

Tolley, 

Edmondson, 

Harrison, 

Baird, 

Goldsborough, 

Somerville, 

Rumsey, 

Murray, 

Allein, 

Love, 

Ennals, 

Sim, 

Dallam, 

Richardson, 

Beall, 

Ewing, 

MasoB, 

Contee, 

Sudler, 

Scott, 

S.  Chase, 

Hollyday, 

Handy. 

Griffith, 
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A   Representation  from  Benedict   Calvert,  of  Prince 
George's  County,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  reading  a  Letter  from  Robert  Lemmon  to  Samuel 
Purviance,  Jun.,  of  Baltimore  Town, 

Ordered,  That  John  Cockey  Owens  and  Joshua  Jones, 
o(  Baltimore  County,  immediately  attend  this  Convention. 
Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  July  2, 1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  ybsterday, 
except  Mr.  Sadler.  The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were 
read. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
value  the  Linen  manufactured  by  Edward  Parker,  of  Cecil 
County,  and  delivered  to  the  Commissary  of  Stores  for  the 
use  of  the  Province ;  and  that  Mr.  Ilooe,  Mr.  Gilpin,  Mr. 
Ewing,  Mr.  Chamberlaine,  and  Mr.  Contee,  be  a  Committee 
for  that  purpose. 

James  Dickinson,  William  Thomas,  John  Stevens,  and 
Nicholas  Martin,  according  to  an  order  of  the  28th  of  June, 
appeared  before  the  Convention,  and,  upon  inquiry  into  their 
conduct,  it  appearing  that  only  twelve  Sheep,  three  Lambs, 
and  seven  Shoats,  were  carried  on  board  thbFowey,  as  a  pre- 
sent to  Governour  Eden,  before  they  had  any  knowledge  of 
the  truce  having  been  broken :  It  is,  therefore,  the  opinion 
of  this  Convention,  that  the  said  gentlemen  were  not  in  any 
degree  criminal  in  going  on  board  the  Fowey  with  such  live 
stock,  and  that  they  be  discharged. 

On  reading  a  Resolution  of  the  Virginia  Convention  of 
the  31st  day  of  May  last, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  report  pro- 

Ser  Resolutions  in  answer  to  the  same;  and  Mr.  T.  Johnson, 
Jr.  Carroll,  Barrister,  Mr.  Hollyday,  Mr.  Goldsborough,  and 
Mr.  S.  Chase,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  Moale  appeared  in  the  House. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  July  3,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Sudler.  The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were 
read. 

Mr.  GoMsborough  and  Mr.  W.  EnnaUs  have  leave  of 
absence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be  empowered  to 
contract,  if  they  think  proper,  for  a  number  of  Copper  Ket- 
tles, well  bound  with  Tin,  instead  of  the  Iron  Pots  mention- 
ed in  the  Resolutions  of  this  Convention  on  the  25th  of  June 
last. 

Edward  Parker,  of  Cecil  County,  having  brought  in  and 
delivered  to  the  Commissary  of  Stores,  Linen  and  Thread 
manufactured  in  this  Colony  to  the  amount  of  £216,  in  com- 
pliance with  his  contract  entered  into  with  this  Colony  to 
repay  £300  advanced  him  therein,  and  having  also  repre- 
sented that  the  residue  of  said  money  lies  partly  in  stock 
unmanufactured,  or  has  been  expended  in  erecting  buildings 
to  carry  on  the  manufactory,  so  that  he  is  totally  unable, 
without  the  publick  assistance,  to  purchase  a  sufficient  stock 
of  Hemp,  Flax,  and  Wool,  to  carry  on  the  same  to  advan- 
tage, at  a  time  when  there  is  a  probability  of  buying  the  same 
at  the  cheapest  rates ; 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  sum  of  £150  be  now  ad- 
vanced to  him  as  part  of  the  £300  ordered  to  be  advanced 
him  on  completion  of  his  first  contract,  on  the  like  terms  and 
conditions  as  mentioned  in  a  former  Resolve. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ship  Defence  and  her  Tenders  imme- 
diately proceed  to  this  place,  and  that  the  Captain  attend 
the  Convention  or  Council  of  Safety  for  further  orders. 

Mr.  Beall  brings  in  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President  a  Re- 
port from  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  esta- 
blishment of  Manufactories ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  reading  the  Petition  of  William  Paris,  of  the  City  of 
Annapolis,  and  a  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by 
the  last  Convention  to  examine  into  the  facts  stated  therein, 

Resolvfd,  That  the  said  Fire-Arms  of  the  said  William 
Paris  be  restored  to  him,  and  that  he  be  considered  as  fully 


enrolled  as  if  he  had  done  the  same  according  to  the  Resolves 
of  Convention. 

Mr.  G.  Dashiell  has  leave  of  absence. 

On  reading  and  considering  the  Petition  of  George  French 
and  Joshua  Tesstil,  of  Frederick  County, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  Resolution  be  sent 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  Middle  District  of 
Frederick  County. 

Mr.  Waters  has  leave  of  absence. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be  em- 
powered to  fit  out,  as  soon  as  may  be,  three  Vessels  with  a 
number  of  Guns,  not  exceeding  ten  each,  and  also  any  number 
of  Armed  Boats,  not  exceeding  six,  for  the  service  and  de- 
fence of  this  Colony,  and  to  order  such  of  the  Vessels  in  the 
service  of  this  Colony  as  they  may  think  necessary,  to  cruise 
on  the  Eastern-Shore  for  the  protection  thereof. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be  ena- 
bled to  pay  to  the  Officers  of  the  two  Companies  of  Riflemen 
raised  in  this  Province  last  summer,  and  employed  in  the  Con- 
tinental service,  or  their  representatives,  the  difference  be- 
tween the  pay  they  were  entitled  to  at  the  time  they  en- 
gaged in  the  service,  and  the  establishment  afterwards  made, 
for  the  time  they  served  before  that  establishment  took  place. 

Adjourned  till  four  o'clock. 

Post  l^Ieridiem.     Convention  met. 

Resolved,  That  a  new  Convention  be  elected,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  forming  a  new  Government  by  the  authority 
of  the  People  only,  and  enacting  and  ordering  all  things  for 
the  preservation,  safety,  and  general  weal  of  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  four  Representatives  chosen  for 
each  of  the  Districts  of  Frederick  County,  as  described  in 
the  Proceedings  of  the  session  oiJuly  last,  two  Representa- 
tives for  the  City  oi  Annapolis,  and  two  Representatives  for 
the  Town  of  Baltimore  in  Baltimore  County,  and  four  Re- 
presentatives for  each  County  in  this  Province  except  jPrede- 
n'cA:  County  aforesaid;  but  that  the  inhabitants  of  ^nnopoZw 
and  Bato'more  Town  be  not  allowed  to  vote  for  Representa- 
tives for  their  respective  Counties,  nor  shall  the  Resolution 
be  understood  to  engage  or  secure  such  representation  to  An- 
napolis or  Baltimore  Town  but  temporarily,  the  same  being, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  properly  to  be  modified, 
or  taken  away,  on  a  material  alteration  of  the  circumstances 
of  those  places,  from  either  a  depopulation  or  a  considerable 
decrease  of  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

That  all  Freemen  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  being 
freeholdei-s  of  not  less  than  fifty  acres  of  land,  or  having 
visible  property  in  this  Colony  to  the  value  of  £40  sterling 
at  the  least,  and  no  othere,  be  admitted  to  vote  for  Represen- 
tatives to  serve  in  the  said  Convention  for  the  said  Counties 
and  Districts,  and  the  Town  of  Baltimore  aforesaid ;  and 
that  all  Freemen  above  twenty -one  years  of  age,  owning  a 
whole  lot  of  land  in  the  said  City  of  Annapolis,  or  having  a 
visible  estate  of  £20  sterling  at  the  least,  within  this  Pro- 
vince, or  having  served  five  years  to  any  trade  within  the 
said  City,  and  being  a  housekeeper,  and  no  othere,  be  ad- 
mitted to  vote  for  Representatives  to  serve  in  the  said  Con- 
vention for  the  said  City;  provided  such  person  shall  have 
resided  in  the  County,  District,  City,  or  Town,  where  he 
shall  offer  to  vote,  one  whole  year  next  preceding  the  elec- 
tion. 

That  all  elections  of  the  said  Representatives  be  free,  and 
that  the  same  be  made  viva  voce  in  the  manner  heretofore 
used  in  this  Colony,  without  any  regard  to  any  act  of  Par- 
liament or  other  qualifications  than  before  mentioned.  And 
to  prevent  any  violence  or  force  being  used  at  the  said  elec- 
tions, no  person  shall  come  armed  to  any  of  them,  and  that 
no  muster  of  the  Militia  be  made  on  the  day  on  which  any 
of  the  said  elections  shall  be  held,  nor  shall  any  Battalion  or 
Company  of  the  Militia,  or  any  ten  men  thereof,  give  in  their 
votes  immediately  succeeding  each  other,  if  any  other  voter 
who  offers  to  vote  objects  thereto ;  nor  shall  any  soldiers  in 
the  pay  of  this  Province  be  suffered  to  collect  at  the  time 
and  place  of  holding  any  of  the  said  elections,  so  as  in  any 
manner  to  impede  the  freely  and  convenient  carrying  on  such 
elections. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  holding  a  commission  or  office 
in  the  regular  forces  of  this  Province,  sball,  during  the  time 
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of  his  holding  the  same,  be  eligible  as  a  Representative  afore- 
said ;  nor  shall  any  person  who  shall  hereafter  accept  of  any 
commission  or  office  in  the  land  or  sea  service,  or  shall  inlist 
in  the  regular  forces  raised  or  to  be  raised  for  the  Conti- 
nental service,  or  the  service  of  this  or  any  other  Colony,  be 
eligible  as  a  Representative  as  aforesaid,  or  hold  any  office 
or  place  in  the  civil  department,  or  have  a  right  to  vote  at 
any  election,  during  the  time  he  shall  hold  such  commission 
or  office  in  the  military  forces,  or  being  therein  inlisted  as 
aforesaid. 

That  any  person  qualified  as  aforesaid  to  vote,  may  be 
elected  a  Member  of  the  intended  Convention,  provided  he 
be  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  shall  have  resided  in 
the  Colony  one  whole  year  preceding  the  election. 

That  no  person  who  has  been  published  by  any  Commit- 
tee of  Observation,  or  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  Colony, 
as  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  has  not  been 
restored  to  the  favour  of  his  country,  shall  be  permitted  to 
vote  at  the  election  of  Members  for  the  said  Convention. 

That  the  intended  elections  for  all  the  said  Counties  and 
Districts  be  made  on  Thursday,  the  1st  day  o( August  next; 
but  if  any  of  them  should  not  be  finished  on  that  day,  then 
the  judges  of  such  election  may  adjourn  the  same  from  day 
to  day,  omitting  Sunday  if  necessary,  till  the  same  is  finished. 
That  the  said  elections  for  all  the  said  Counties,  except  i*Ve- 
derick,  Charles,  and  Cecil,  be  held  at  the  places  of  holding 
the  County  Courts  of  those  Counties  respectively;  that  the 
elections  for  the  districts  of  i^rerfericZc County  beheld  at  the 
places  appointed  for  the  elections  of  Representatives  in  the 
same  districts  respectively,  by  Resolutions  of  the  Convention 
of  July  last;  that  the  election  for  Charles  County  be  held  at 
the  house  of  Bennet  Hanson  Clements  in  said  County  ;  that 
the  election  for  Cecil  County  be  held  at  the  head  of  Elk 
River;  and  that  the  elections  {or  Annapolis  and  Baltimore 
Town  be  held  on  Monday,  the  5th  day  of  August  next,  at 
some  convenient  place  in  the  said  City  or  Town,  and  may 
be  adjourned  as  the  said  other  elections. 

Resolved,  That  Abraham  Barnes,  Hugh  HopeweU,  and 
Henry  Tubman,  Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be 
judge  of  and  hold  the  election  of  St.  Mary's  County. 

That  George  Dent,  Samuel  Hanson,  and  Warren  Dent, 
Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be  judge  of  and  hold 
the  election  for  Charles  County. 

That  Charles  Graham,  Wtlliam  Allnut,  and  Daniel  Raw- 
lings,  Jun.,  Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be  judge 
of  and  hold  the  election  for  Calvert  County. 

That  JoAn  Cook,  William  Beans,  and  Nathaniel  Magru- 
der.  Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be  judge  of  and 
hold  the  election  for  Prince  George's  County. 

That  John  Weems,  Thomas  Watkins,  and  Thomas  Dorsey, 
Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be  judge  of  and  hold 
the  election  for  Anne  Arundel  County. 

That  Noah  Hart,  Christian  Orendorff,  and  £?y  Williams, 
Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be  judge  of  and  hold 
the  election  for  the  Upper  District  of  Frederick  County. 

That  Christopher  Edelen,  William  L/uckett,  Jun.,  and 
David  Shriver,  Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be 
judge  of  and  hold  the  election  for  the  Middle  District  of 
Frederick  County. 

That  Jonathan  Wilson,  Zadok  Magruder,  and  William 
Luckett,  Senior,  Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be 
judge  of  and  hold  the  election  for  the  Lower  District  of 
Frederick  County. 

That  Andrew  Buchanan,  Thomas  Gist,  and  James  Git- 
tings,  Esquires,  or  anyone  or  two  of  them,  be  judge  of  and 
hold  the  election  for  Baltimore  County. 

That  Amos  Garrett,  Thomas  Johnson,  and  William  Webb, 
Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be  judge  of  and  hold 
the  election  for  Harford  County. 

That  Elisha  Hall,  Sen.,  William  Ramsey,  and  Thomas 
Savin,  Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be  judge  of  and 
hold  the  election  for  Cecil  County. 

That  John  Page,  William  Bordley,  and  William  Rogers, 
Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be  judge  of  and  hold 
the  election  for  Kent  County. 

That  Thomas  Ringgold,  Jonathan  Hall,  and  Nathaniel 
Wright,  Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be  judge  of 
and  hold  the  election  for  Queen  Anne's  County. 

That  John  Goldsborough,  Henry  Banning,  and  William 
Perry,  Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be  judge  of  and 
hold  the  election  for  Talbot  County. 


That  Bartholomew  Ennals,  Daniel  SuUivane,  and  Henry 
Hooper,  Q.  S.,  Esquires,  or  anyone  or  two  of  them,  be  judge 
of  and  hold  the  election  for  Dorchester  County. 

That  Foster  Goldsborough,  Jeremiah  Colston,  and  John 
White,  Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be  judge  of  and 
hold  the  election  for  Caroline  County. 

That  Thomas  Hayward,  Andrew  Francis  Cheney,  and 
Thomas  Bruff,  Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be  judge 
of  and  hold  the  election  for  Somerset  County. 

That  Benton  Harris,  John  Selby,  and  Thomas  Martin, 
Esqs.,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be  judge  of  and  hold  the 
election  for  Worcester  County. 

That  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  and  Aldermen  of  the  City  of 
Annapolis,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  judge  of  and 
hold  the  election  for  the  City  of  Annapolis. 

That  Jam£s  Calhoun,  John  Merryman,  and  William  Ais- 
quith.  Esquires,  or  any  one  or  two  of  them,  be  judge  of  and 
hold  the  election  for  Baltimore  Town. 

That  if  any  of  the  said  elections  cannot  be  carried  on  for 
the  want  of  Judges,  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the 
County  in  which  such  election  is  to  be  made,  shall  appoint 
Judges,  who  shall  qualify  and  proceed  as  aforesaid. 

That  a  Clerk  or  Clerks  be  appointed  by  said  Judges  for 
taking  the  polls  at  the  said  elections. 

That  every  Judge  of  the  election,  before  he  proceeds  to 
take  or  receive  any  vote,  shall  take  the  following  Oath  or 
Affirmation,  to  wit : 

"  I,  A  B,  do  swear  or  affirm,  that  I  will  permit  all  persons 
to  vote  who  shall  offer  to  poll  at  the  election  now  to  be  held 

for County, City,  or 

Town,  who,  in  my  judgment,  shall,  according  to  the  Resolu- 
tions of  Convention,  be  entitled  to  poll  at  the  same  election  ; 
and  that  I  will  not  admit  any  person  to  poll  at  the  same 
election,  who,  before  his  voting,  shall  be  objected  against  by 
any  candidate,  or  any  two  of  the  electors,  if  such  person  is 
not  in  my  judgment  qualified  to  vote  as  aforesaid ;  and  will 
in  all  things  execute  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  said  election 
according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  without  favour  or 
partiality,  so  help  me  God." 

And  every  Clerk  before  he  enters  any  vote  on  the  polls, 
shall  take  the  following  Oath,  to  wit : 

"I, ,  do  declare,  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully, 

without  favour,  affection,  or  partiality,  execute  the  office  of 

Clerk  of  the  election  for County,  the  City  of 

Annapolis,  or  Baltimore  Town,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  so  help  me  God." 

That  the  said  Judges  certify,  under  their  hands  and  seals 
to  the  Convention,  on  the  day  appointed  for  their  meeting  as 
aforesaid,  the  names  of  the  Members  chosen  in  their  County, 
District,  City,  or  Town,  respectively. 

Resolved,  That  nine  persons  be  elected  by  ballot  a  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  and  be  and  continue  such  until  the  intended 
Convention  shall  make  further  order  therein,  and  that  until 
that  time  they,  or  any  four  or  more  of  them,  having  taken 
the  oath  prescribed  by  the  December  Convention,  shall  have 
and  exercise  the  like  and  same  powers  as  the  present  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  had  or  might  exercise  under  the  Resolutions  of 
the  several  Conventions  heretofore  held  for  this  Colony.  And 
may,  on  good  ground  for  suspicion,  cause  any  person  to  be 
arrested  and  put  to  security  for  his  good  behaviour  and  ap- 
pearance at  the  next  Convention,  or  may  order  any  such 
suspected  person  to  remove  to  and  continue  within  any  par- 
ticular place  or  limits  within  the  Province  they  shall  assign, 
or  commit  him  to  close  prison  until  the  meeting  of  the  Con- 
vention. 

Resolved,  That  on  the  said  1st  day  o(  August  next,  this 
present  Convention  shall  be  dissolved,  and  all  the  power 
and  authority  thereof  cease  and  determine.  And  that  the 
Delegates  elected  shall  meet  at  the  City  of  Annapolis,  and 
hold  the  next  Convention  on  Monday,  the  12th  day  of^i*- 
gust  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  intended  Convention  shall  not 
continue  beyond  the  1st  day  of  December  next. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  that  a  number  of  people  resi- 
ding on  the  south  and  west  sides  of  the  lines  lately  run  by 
Commissioners,  under  the  decree,  order,  or  commission  of 
the  High  Court  of  Chancery  of  England,  although  they  were 
formerly  under  the  Government  of  Penn«y?DOTMrt,  and  the 
the  three  lower  Counties,  are  lately  excluded  therefrom,  and 
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are  desirous  of  being  under  the  Goverament  and  protection 
of  Maryland ;  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  all  the  land  on  the  south  and  west  sides 
of  the  said  lines  be  henceforth  taken  and  accepted  as  within 
the  juri'-diction  of  Maryland,  and  as  part  of  the  Counties 
thereof  adjoining  thereto  ;  and  that  the  said  inhabitants  share 
equally  in  all  burdens,  privileges,  and  benefits,  with  others 
the  people  of  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Civil  Officers  in  this  Colony,  except 
those  concerned  in  the  Customs,  continue  to  execute  their 
several  offices  until  the  next  Convention  shall  make  order 
therein,  except  only  in  such  cases  where  they  are  restrained 
by  the  Resolves  of  the  Conventions  held  for  this  Colony. 

Whereas  the  Sheriff  of  Baltimore  County,  by  virtue  of 
a  writ  o(  habere  facias  possessionem,  delivered  possession  of 
certain  Lands  and  Tenements  recovered  in  the  Provincial 
Court  by  Long's  lessee  against  William  Pellett  and  others, 
to  a  certain  Robert  Long,  against  the  order  and  determina- 
tion of  the  May  Convention  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Sheriff  of  said  County  deliver  the  said 
Lands  and  Tenements  to  the  said  fVilliam  Pellett  and  others, 
or  their  agent,  and  cause  as  full  and  ample  possession  there- 
of, with  all  things  thereto  appertaining,  to  be  to  him  or  them 
restored  as  they  had  before  the  issuing  the  said  writ. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  July  4,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Goldsborough,  Mr.  fV.  Ennals,  Mr.  Potter,  Mr. 
Dickinson,  Mr.  G.  Dashiell,  Mr.  Waters,  and  Mr.  Edmond- 
son.     The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

On  reading  and  considering  the  Remonstrances  and  Pe- 
titions of  the  Fifth  and  Twentieth  Battalions  of  Militia  in 
Quecft  Anne's  County,  praying  a  removal  of  tiie  Field  Offi- 
cers of  said  Battalions, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  rejected. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Deputies  to  re- 
present this  Province  in  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the 
Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq.,  and  Thomas  Johnson, 
Jun.,  William  Paca,  Samuel  Chase,  Thomas  Stone,  Charles 
Carroll  of  Carrollton,  and  Robert  Alexander,  Esquires,  were 
duly  elected  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Mattheto  Tilghman,  Esq.,  and 
Thomas  Johnson,  Jun.,  William  Paca,  Samuel  Chase,  Tho- 
mas Stone,  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  and  Robert  Alex- 
ander, E)squires,  or  a  majority  of  them,  or  any  three  or  more 
of  them,  be  Deputies  to  represent  this  Colony  in  Congress, 
in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  the  Deputies  of  this  Colony 
might  have  done  under  any  appointment  heretofore  made, 
until  the  next  Convention  shall  make  further  order  therein. 

Thereupon,  the  Convention,  considering  that  the  said 
Thomas  Johnson,  Esq.,  cannot  discharge  the  duty  of  Briga- 
dier of  the  forces  to  be  raised  in  this  Province,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Resolves  of  Congress  of  the  3d  day  of  June 
last,  to  which  command  the  Convention,  from  a  confidence 
in  his  capacity  and  abilities  to  fill  the  same  with  advantage 
to  the  publick  cause  and  honour  to  himself,  had  appointed 
him,  and  also  execute  the  trust  reposed  in  him  as  a  Deputy 
in  Congress  for  this  Province ;  and  being  of  opinion  that  it 
is  of  very  great  importance  to  the  welfare  of  this  Province 
that  it  should  not  be  deprived  of  the  advice  and  assistance 
of  the  said  Thomas  Johnson  in  the  publick  Councils  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  that  his  place  can  be  supplied  with 
less  inconvenience  in  the  military  than  in  the  civil  depart- 
ment: Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  Brigadier-General  be  elected  by  ballot 
in  the  room  of  the  said  ITiomas  Johnson,  Esq. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  elect  a  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral in  the  room  of  Thomas  Johnson,  Esq.,  and  John  Dent, 
Esq.,  was  elected  by  ballot  to  that  office. 

Captain  Thomas  Ewing  was  then  elected  Colonel  of  the 
lower  Battalion  of  Militia  to  be  raised  on  the  Western-Shore 
for  the  Flying-Camp,  in  the  room  of  John  Dent,  Esq. 

On  motion,  the  question  was  put.  That  the  sum  of  10s. 
currency,  per  day,  and  reasonable  itinerant  charges,  be  al- 
lowed to  each  IMember  that  shall  hereafter  attend  any  Con- 
vention, and  that  the  Resolution  of  the  20th  of  December 
last,  allowing  them  14».  per  day,  be  repealed  ?  Carried  in 
tlie  negative. 


rOK   THE    NEGATIVE. 

Mr.  Jordan, 

Mr.  Carroll,  Barrister, 

Mr, 

.  Veazey, 

Barnes, 

T.  Johnson, 

Gilpin, 

Recder, 

S.  Chase, 

Thompson, 

Ford, 

Carroll  of  Carrollton, 

Ewing, 

Hawkins, 

Griftiih, 

Lethcrbury, 

Mackall, 

Beatly, 

Hollyday, 

Hmiih, 

B.  Johnson, 

Thomas  Wright, 

Allein, 

Baird, 

Earle, 

Sim, 

Moale, 

Chaille, 

Beall, 

J.  T.  Chase, 

Handy, 

Con  tee, 

Rumsey, 

J.  Dashiell. 

rOR   THE    AFFIRMATIVE. 

Mr.  Hooe, 

Mr.  Love, 

Mr 

.  Thomas, 

Harrison, 

Dallam, 

Murray, 

Somerville, 

Sluby, 

Richardson, 

Stull, 

Ringgold, 

Mason, 

ToUcy, 

Chamberlaine, 

Scott. 

Hall, 

Whereas  the  L^nited  Colonies  have  been  reduced  to  the 
fatal  necessity  of  taking  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  indubi- 
table and  inestimable  rights  and  liberties  ;  and  whereas  seve- 
ral of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  lost  to  every  generous 
sentiment  of  liberty,  and  of  love  to  their  country  and  pos- 
terity, have  kept  up  a  traitorous  correspondence  with  and 
supplied  the  British  Troops  and  Navy  with  provisions,  and 
some  of  them  have  joined  in  arms,  and  others  have  acted  as 
pilots  on  board  the  enemy's  ships  and  vessels,  whereby  the 
safety  and  liberties  of  this  and  our  sister  Colonies  may  be 
endangered :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  if  any  inhabitant  of  this  Colony  shall,  after 
the  5th  day  of  August  next,  within  or  without  this  Colony, 
or  any  person  whatever,  being  an  inhabitant  of  any  other  of 
the  United  Colonies,  shall,  within  this  Colony,  after  the  said 
5th  day  of  August  next,  levy  war  against  the  United  Colo- 
nies, or  any  of  them,  or  shall  adhere  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons bearing  arms  or  employed  in  the  service  of  Great  Bri- 
tain against  the  United  Colonies,  or  any  of  them  ;  or  shall 
afford  such  persons,  or  any  of  them,  any  aid  or  comfort,  or 
shall  give  them  or  any  of  them,  or  any  subject  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, any  intelligence  of  the  warlike  preparations  or  designs 
of  the  United  Colonies,  or  any  of  them ;  such  person,  on 
conviction  thereof  by  a  Petit  Jury,  after  a  presentment  by 
a  Grand  Jury,  in  a  Court  to  be  erected  in  this  Colony  by 
the  next  Convention  for  the  trial  of  such  offenders,  shall  suf- 
fer death  without  benefit  of  clergy,  and  forfeit  all  the  estate 
which  he  had  at  the  time  of  the  commission  of  the  crime,  to 
be  applied  to  the  use  of  this  Colony,  unless  such  convicted 
person  shall  be  pardoned  by  the  person  or  persons  invested 
with  the  power  of  granting  pardons  for  such  offences. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  offences  aforesaid  shall  receive 
the  same  constructions  that  have  been  given  by  the  Judges 
in  England  to  such  of  the  said  offences  as  are  enumerated 
in  the  Statute  of  Edward  III.,  commonly  called  the  Statute 
of  Treasons. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  inhabitant  of  this  Colony  shall,  after 
the  5th  dnyolAugiist  next,  within  or  without  this  Colony, 
or  any  person  whatsoever  shall,  within  this  Colony,  after  the 
said  5th  day  of  August  next,  forge  or  counterfeit  any  of  the 
Bills  of  Credit  issued  by  the  Congress,  by  the  Assembly,  or 
Convention  of  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  by  any  of  the 
Conventions  of  this  Colony,  or  alter  the  sum  expressed  in 
any  of  the  said  Bills  of  Credit,  or  shall  offer  or  cause  to  be 
offered  in  payment  any  such  counterfeit,  forged,  or  altered 
Bills  of  Credit,  knowing  the  same  to  be  counterfeit,  forged, 
or  altered,  and  shall  be  thereof  convicted  by  a  Petit  Jury, 
after  a  presentment  by  a  Grand  Jury,  in  a  Court  to  be  erect- 
ed in  this  Colony  by  the  next  Convention,  or  shall  stand 
mute,  or  peremptorily  challenge  above  the  number  of  twenty 
of  the  panel,  shall  suffer  death  as  a  felon,  without  benefit 
of  clergy. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolutions  be  immediately 
published  in  the  Maryland  Gazette. 

Whereas  some  doubts  have  arisen  on  the  constructions  of 
the  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  ascertaining  the  rank  of 
the  Regular  officers  in  the  pay  of  this  Province :  It  is  there- 
fore declared  and  resolved,  that  no  precedence  or  rank  shall 
take  place  between  the  Companies,  as  such,  of  the  corps  of 
Regular  forces.  That  precedence  between  officers  of  the 
same  rank  take  place  according  to  the  priority  of  the  date 
of  their  respective  commissions ;  but  where  two  or  more  of 
such  commissions  bear  date  on  the  same  day,  precedence 
take  place  according  as  the  Company  to  which  such  officer 
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belongs  stands  numbered  on  the  proceedings  of  Convention 
in  December. 

On  reading  the  Petition  of  Turhutt  Betton,  Jun.,  of  Queen 
Anne's  County, 

Ordered,  That  the  Fine  imposed  on  him  be  not  levied, 
and  that  his  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Council  of  Safety  to 
take  order  therein,  and  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  authority 
of  this  Convention. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  July  5,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Turbiitt  Wright  and  Mr.  Currer.  The  Pro- 
ceedings of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  J.  TUghman  appeared  in  the  House. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Colonel  Henry  HoUingsworth 
make  two  hundred  Gun-barrels,  of  at  least  one  inch  in  the 
bore,  and  three  feet  six  inches  in  length,  drawbored ;  and 
that  Mr.  Elisha  Winters  mount,  and  stock,  and  fit,  and  com- 
plete the  same  with  Locks  and  Swivels,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
for  the  publick  use,  for  which  they  shall  be  paid  a  reason- 
able price. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Samuel  Chase,  (in  obedience  as  he  con- 
ceived to  the  Instructions  of  Anne  Arundel  County,)  the 
question  was  put.  That  all  publick  and  private  interest  of 
Moneys  cease  and  determine  during  this  time  of  general 
distress,  such  Moneys  only  to  be  excepted  as  have  been 
actually  lent  within  the  three  last  months,  which  shall  be 
proved  by  the  lender  to  have  been  lent  within  the  time 
above-mentioned,  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  persons  as  shall 
be  appointed  to  determine  the  same,  and  that  country  pro- 
duce be  a  lawful  tender  for  the  interest  of  the  same,  at  the 
market  price,  to  be  regulated  by  two  unexceptionable  free- 
holders, upon  oath,  one  to  be  appointed  by  each  party  ? 
Carried  in  the  negative. 

FOR   THE    NEGATIVE. 


Mr.  JorJan, 

Mr.  Carroll  of  Carrol'n, 

Mr. 

Gilpin, 

Barnes, 

Griffith, 

Thompson, 

Reeder, 

Beatty, 

Ewing, 

Ford, 

B.Johnson, 

Hollyday, 

Hawkins, 

Stall, 

Thomas  Wright, 

Hooe, 

Baird,    ' 

Earle, 

Mackall, 

Moale, 

Chambcrlaine, 

Somerville, 

Tolley, 

Thomas, 

Smith, 

J.  T.  Chase, 

Murray, 

Allein, 

Hall, 

Richardson, 

Sim, 

Rumaey, 

Chaille, 

Beall, 

Love, 

Handy, 

Contee, 

Dallam, 

J.  Dashiell. 

T.  Johnson, 

Veazey, 

FOR 

THE    AFFIRMATIVE. 

Mr.  Carroll,  Barrister, 

Mr. 

.  Chase, 

Mr. 

Letherbury. 

Sluby, 

Ringgold, 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  Observa- 
tion in  the  several  Counties  of  this  Province  forbear  to  require 
of  any  non-Associator  any  bond,  or  further  to  proceed  against 
any  non-Associator  for  not  giving  bond  according  to  the  Re- 
solutions of  December  last,  this  Convention  having  made  more 
effectual  provisions  for  the  publick  security. 

On  motion,  the  question  was  put.  That  no  person  or  per- 
sons in  the  community  be  executed  for  the  payment  of  any 
debts,  publick  or  private,  unless  it  is  left  in  the  option  of  the 
debtor  to  pay  in  the  produce  of  the  country  at  a  reasonable 
price,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  County  Committees  respec- 
tively ?     Carried  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  the  question  was  put,  That  a  sum  of  Money, 
not  exceeding  £500,  for  Kent  County,  be  issued  from  the 
publick  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  answering  the  present 
necessities  of  the  Pensioners,  Kent  County  aforesaid  giving 
sufficient  security  for  the  return  of  said  Money,  as  soon  as  a 
change  of  the  times  will  admit  of  it  ?  Carried  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

The  Convention  took  into  their  consideration  a  Report 
from  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  establish- 
ment of  Manufactories. 

And  thereupon.  Resolved,  That  £300,  without  interest, 
be  advanced  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  to  Michael  Co- 
cendofer,  of  Frederick  County,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  a  Stocking  Manufactory,  he  giving  bond,  with  good 
security,  to  repay  the  same  in  fifteen  months  from  the  date 
of  contract,  either  in  money  or  good  merchantable  fulled 


Stockings,  at  such  rates  as  the  Convention  or  Council  of 
Safety  shall  determine,  in  the  following  proportions,  to  wit: 
One-third  thereof  in  five  months,  one  other  third  in  ten 
months,  and  the  remainder  in  fifteen  months  from  the  date 
of  contract. 

That  £400,  without  interest,  be  advanced  to  John  Mc- 
Fadon,  of  Baltimore  County,  he  giving  bond,  with  good 
security,  to  carry  on  a  Linen  Manufactory,  and  to  erect  a 
Bleaching-Mill,  and  to  repay  the  same  in  ten  months  from 
the  date  of  said  bond,  in  money,  or  such  brown  or  bleached 
Linen  as  the  Convention  or  Council  of  Safety  may  direct, 
and  at  such  rates  and  of  such  qualities  as  they  may  deter- 
mine, in  the  proportions  following,  to  wit :  One-third  thereof 
in  four  months,  one  other  third  in  six  months,  and  the  re- 
maining third  in  ten  months  from  the  date  of  contract. 

That  £1000  be  advanced  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  to 
Robert  Riddle,  of  Baltimore  County,  to  enable  him  to  carry 
on  a  Linen  Manufactory  and  Bleach-Field,  he  giving  bond, 
with  good  security,  to  repay  the  same  in  thirteen  months 
from  the  date  of  said  bond,  either  in  money  or  such  brown 
or  white  Linen  as  the  Convention  or  Council  of  Safety  may 
direct,  and  at  such  value  or  price  as  they  may  set. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  balance  of  the  Money 
taken  out  of  the  Loan-Office  by  act  of  Assembly,  for  opening, 
straightening,  and  repairing  such  parts  of  the  Roads  from 
Frederick  to  Baltimore,  and  from  Frederick  to  Annapolis, 
which  lie  in  Anne  Arundel  County,  be  paid  by  the  Super- 
visors into  the  Loan-Office,  where  the  same  shall  be  kept ; 
and  that  what  may  then  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Super- 
visors, as  well  as  what  may  have  been  collected  by  the 
Sheriff,  and  yet  remains  in  his  hands,  be  applied  in  aid  of 
the  County  charges  of  Anne  Arundel  County. 

Mr.  Beall  brings  in  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President  a  Report 
from  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  establishment 
of  Manufactories ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  thereupon  the  Convention,  taking  the  same  into  consi- 
deration. 

Resolved,  That  £500  be  advanced  to  Thomas  Ringgold, 
of  Kent  County,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  without  interest, 
he  giving  bond,  with  good  security,  to  repay  the  same  within 
the  time  aforesaid,  either  in  cash,  or  in  Linen,  Woollen,  or 
Cotton  Cloth,  and  in  such  proportions  and  of  such  qualities 
as  the  Convention  or  Council  of  Safety,  for  the  time  being, 
may  direct,  and  at  the  rates  and  prices  the  said  Convention 
or  Council  of  Safety  may  set  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Samuel  Chase,  (in  obedience,  as  he 
conceived,  to  the  Instructions  of  Anne  Arundel  County,) 
the  question  was  put,  That  all  Rents  be  paid,  and  shall  be 
received,  m  country  produce,  at  the  same  rates  which  such 
commodities  bore  at  the  time  such  contract  was  made  or 
renewed,  and  the  same  to  be  set  by  the  Committees  of  Ob- 
servation until  other  persons  are  appointed  ?  Carried  in  the 
negative. 

FOR    THE    NEGATIVE. 


•.  Jordan, 

Mr. 

Griffith, 

Mr.  Veazey, 

Hooe, 

Beatty, 

Thompson, 

Mackall, 

B.Johnson, 

Ewing, 

Somerville, 

Baird, 

Hollyday, 

Smith, 

Moale, 

Thomas  Wright, 

Allein, 

Tolley, 

Earie, 

Sim, 

J.  T.  Chase, 

Richardson, 

Beall, 

Hall, 

Scott, 

T.  Johnson, 

Love, 

Handy, 

Carroll  of  CarrolUon, 

Dallam, 

J.  Dashiell. 

FOR    THE    AFFIRMATIVE. 
Mr.  Carroll,  Barrister,   Mr.  Letherbury,  Mr.  Ringgold, 

S.  Chase,  Sluby,  Mason. 

Gilpin, 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be  em- 
powered to  lend  and  advance  to  Robert  Wood,  of  Frederick 
County,  £300  of  the  publick  money,  on  his  giving  bond, 
with  good  security,  to  layout  and  expend  the  same  in  erect- 
ing a  Sheeting  and  Slitting-Mill,  and  to  repay  the  same 
money  into  the  publick  Treasury  within  ten  months  from 
the  time  it  shall  be  drawn  out. 

On  reading  and  considering  a  Petition  from  Reuben  Me- 
riwcather  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Anne  Arundel  County, 
praying  leave  to  form  themselves  into  an  Independent  Rifle 
Company, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  granted,  and  that  Commissions 
issue,  when  the  Company  is  completed  to  eighty  men,  to 
such  persons  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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On  motion.  Resolved,  That  no  Account  or  Claim  against 
this  Colony  shall  be  received  without  being  fii'st  proved  by 
die  party  making  the  demand,  or  other  sufficient  testimony, 
or  attested  by  some  Committee  of  Observation  ;  or  if  the 
charge  arises  for  the  service  of  any  part  of  the  Militia  of  this 
(Colony,  that  the  time  of  their  service  be  certified  by  the 
Brigadier-General  of  their  District,  or  the  account  of  the 
time  they  have  been  in  actual  service  proved  by  a  Field- 
OtFicer,  Captain,  or  Commanding  Officer  of  any  detachment 
of  Militia  that  has  been  or  may  be  employed  in  the  service 
of  this  Colony. 

Mr.  Done  and  Mr.  Buhop  appeared  in  the  House. 

Mr.  John  Kilty  was  elected  Ensign  of  Captain  TillartTs 
Company  of  Militia  for  the  Flying-Camp,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  John  Gassaway,  who  resigned. 

On  motion,  the  question  was  put.  That  all  Interest  on 
Bonds  or  Contracts,  except  on  Loan-Office  Bonds,  cease 
and  determine  during  this  time  of  publick  distrass  ?  Carried 
in  the  negative. 

FOR  THE    NEGATIVE. 


■.  Jordan, 

Mr.  T.Johnson, 

Mr.  Ewing, 

Barnes. 

Carroll  of  Carr'n, 

Sluby, 

Hooe, 

Griffith, 

Hollyday. 

Mackall, 

Beatty, 

Murray, 

Somerville, 

Stull, 

Richardson, 

Smith, 

Moale, 

Mason, 

Allein. 

J.  T.  Chase, 

Scott, 

Sim. 

Rumsey, 

Chaille, 

Beall. 

Gilpin, 

Handy, 

Contee, 

Thompson, 

J.  Oashiell. 

FOR  THE    AFFIRMATIVE. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  Tolley,  Mr.  Letherbury, 

Harrison,  Love,  Ringgold. 

Carroll,  Barrister,  Dallam, 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Convention  met. 

A  Petition  from  William  Noke,  late  Sheriff  of  .(4/ine  Arun- 
del County,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooe,  the  question  was  put,  That 
Interest  now  due  on  all  Debts  or  Contracts,  or  that  shall 
become  due,  till  a  further  regulation,  except  on  Loan-Office 
Bonds,  may  be  paid  in  Corn,  Wheat,  Tobacco,  Flour,  Hemp, 
or  Cotton,  at  such  prices  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between 
the  creditor  and  debtor,  or  on  their  disagreement,  at  such 
prices  as  may  be  set  by  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
the  County  where  the  debtor  resides,  such  country  produce 
to  be  offered  or  tendered  by  the  debtor  at  the  capital  of  the 
County  where  he  resides,  unless  any  other  place  of  delivery 
is  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  ? 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  and  put,  Whether 
the  above  question  be  now  put  ?    Carried  in  the  negative. 

FOR   THE    NEGATIVE. 


Mr.  Jordan, 

Mr.  Beatty, 

Mr, 

.  Thomas  Wright, 

Reeder, 

B.  Johnson, 

Earle, 

Ford, 

Stull, 

J.  Tilghman, 

Somerville, 

Baird, 

Chamberlaine, 

Smith, 

Moale, 

Thomas, 

Allein, 

J.T.Chase, 

Murray, 

Beall, 

Hall, 

Richardson, 

Sim, 

Rumsey, 

Mason, 

Contee, 

Gilpin, 

Scott, 

T.  Johnson, 

Thompson, 

Bishop, 

Carroll  of  Carrollton,      Ringgold, 

Done, 

Griffith, 

Hollyday, 

J.  Dashiell. 

FOR  THE    AFFIRMATIVE. 

Mr.  Hooe, 

Mr.  Carroll,  Barrister, 

Mr. 

Ewing, 

Hawkins, 

Tolley, 

Letherbury, 

Harrison, 

Dallam, 

Love. 

Barnes, 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Council  of 
Safety,  and  John  Hall,  George  Plater,  Charles  Carroll,  Bar- 
rister, Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Thomas  B.  Hands, 
Benjamin  Rumsey,  Thomas  Smyth,  James  Tilghman,  and 
Joseph  Nicholson,  Jun.,  Esquires,  were  duly  elected  for  that 
purpose. 

On  reading  and  considering  the  Account  and  Letter  of 
Amos  Garrett,  Supervisor  of  the  Saltpetre  Works  in  Har- 
ford County, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  the  said  Amos  Garrett  the  further  sum  of  £50,  on  ac- 
count of  his  Saltpetre  Works  aforesaid. 


Whereas  many  Farmers  and  Planters  are  indebted  in  sums 
of  Money  bearing  interest,  and  from  there  being  no  market 
for  the  Tobacco,  Wheat,  and  other  usual  produce  of  their 
Farms  and  Plantations  since  the  10th  day  ot  September  last, 
they  have  not  been  enabled  to  pay  the  interest  accrued 
since  that  time,  and  from  a  continuance  of  the  cause  may 
probably  continue  disabled  to  pay  the  interest  wliich  may 
accrue  on  their  debts  for  some  time  to  come : 

It  is,  therefore,  Resolved,  That  all  Interest  which  hath 
accrued  since  the  10th  day  of  September  last,  or  shall  accrue 
before  the  10th  day  oi  July,  1777,  shall  and  may  be  pay- 
able in  Indian  Corn,  Wheat,  Tobacco,  Flax,  Hemp,  or 
Cotton,  or  Linen,  or  Woollen  Cloth,  which  was  or  shall  be 
raised  or  manufactured  by  the  party  who  shall  offer  to  pay 
the  same,  or  be  received  by  any  creditor  in  discharge  of  such 
interest  so  due  from  him  as  aforesaid,  and  in  such  of  the  said 
commodities  or  manufactures  as  such  Committee  on  all  cir- 
cumstances shall  think  most  reasonable,  and  therefore  direct ; 
and  if  the  parties  cannot  agree  on  the  price  and  place  of 
delivery,  then  the  Committee  of  Observation  of  the  County 
where  the  debtor  resides,  may  ascertain  and  fix  the  price  of 
the  commodity,  the  time  when,  and  the  place  (within  their 
County)  where  the  delivery  shall  be ;  provided  the  said 
delivery  be  made  before  the  10th  day  o(  September  next, 
after  the  said  interest  shall  have  accrued  ;  and  provided  also 
that  this  Resolution  shall  extend  only  to  private,  and  not  to 
Loan -Office  or  other  publick  debts. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  July  6,  1 776. 
Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Reeder,  Mr.  Ford,  Mr.  Stull,  Mr.  Baird,  Mr. 
Sluln/,  Mr.  Chamberlaine,  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Chaille,  Mr. 
Scott,  and  Mr.  Handy.  The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were 
read. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  no  Ship-Carpenter  employed 
in  building  Vessels  for  the  service  of  the  Continent,  or  this 
Colony,  shall  be  compelled  to  attend  his  duty  in  the  Militia, 
nor  be  liable  to  any  fine  for  non-attendance  during  the  time 
of  his  being  employed  in  such  service. 

Mr.  William  Shircliff  was  appointed  Ensign  of  Captain 
Robert  Rome's  Company  of  Militia  for  the  Flying-Camp, 
in  the  room  of  Colmore  Beans,  who  resigned. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  any  vacancy  which  may  happen 
in  the  Militia  raised  by  this  Colony  to  compose  the  Flying- 
Camp,  shall  and  may  be  filled  up  by  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Contee,  Mr.  Beall,  and  Mr.  Tolley, 
be  a  Committee,  in  the  recess  of  Convention,  to  examine  and 
report  to  the  Council  of  Safety  the  state  of  the  Accounts  and 
Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Loan-Office ;  and 
that  the  Council  be  directed  to  order  the  Moneys,  Books,  and 
Papers,  in  that  Office,  to  be  packed  up  in  proper  chests,  and 
removed,  if  they  should  think  proper,  to  some  place  of  se- 
curity. 

Mr.  Daniel  Bowie  was  appointed  Captain  of  a  Company 
in  Colonel  Smallivood's  Battalion  of  Regular  forces,  in  the 
room  of  Captain  Thomas  Ewing. 

On  reading  the  Memorial  of  Jacob  Brice, 

Resolved,  That  a  Commission  issue  to  him  as  Adjutant 
to  the  Battalion  of  Regular  forces,  and  that  he  be  entitled  to 
pay  as  such  from  the  time  of  his  performing  that  duty,  and 
that  the  pay  of  Adjutant  be  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars  per 
month. 

On  reading  the  Petition  of  the  Society  of  Menonists  and 
German  Baptists  : 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Committees  of  Observation 
may,  in  their  discretion,  prolong  the  time  or  take  security 
for  the  payment  of  any  fine  by  them  imposed  for  not  enroll- 
ing in  the  Militia,  and  may  remit  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
the  fines  by  them  assessed  ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  the 
Committees  to  pay  particular  attention,  and  to  make  a  dif- 
ference between  such  persons  as  may  refuse  from  religious 
principles,  or  other  motives. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  Drum-Major 
in  the  Regular  service  of  this  Colony  be  eight  dollars  per 
calendar  month. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  or  Board  ap- 
poiated  to  cause  a  set  of  Books  to  be  opened,  and  proper 
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accounts  to  be  raised,  entered,  and  made  up,  of  the  expendi- 
ture, loan,  or  oilier  disposition  of  all  publick  moneys,  by  or  un- 
der the  authority  of  Convention,  examine,  audit,  and  adjust  all 
accounts  and  sums  of  money  due  from  or  to  this  Colony,  in 
the  recess  of  Convention,  and  the  same  transmit,  with  the 
respective  balances  struck,  to  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the 
time  being,  subject  to  their  examination  and  control,  and  in 
order  to  be  by  them  paid  and  discharged. 

Resolved,  Thai  Mr.  Thomas  Contec  be  added  to  the  above 
Board,  and  that  they,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  empowered  and 
authorized  to  act. 

On  reading  a  Memorial  from  Ur.  Charles  Alexander  War- 
Jield,  of  Anne  Arundel  County,  for  a  sum  of  Money  to  be 
advanced  him  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  a  Crude  Nitre 
Manufactory, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  consideration 
of  tlie  Council  of  Safety,  and  that  they  contract  with  him 
and  advance  the  Money  if  they  think  proper. 

This  Convention,  taking  into  consideration  the  Resolves 
of  the  Convention  of  Virginia  of  the  31st  day  of  iViay  last, 
relative  to  the  Proceedings  of  this  Convention  in  May  re- 
specting the  case  of  Governour  Eden,  came  to  the  following 
Resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  cannot  but  be  of  opinion 
that  the  said  Resolution  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia  were 
not  only  hasty,  and  made  without  due  and  proper  reflection, 
but  betray  a  disposition  to  interfere  in  the  affaii-s  of  this 
Colony,  and  that  that  Resolution  might  have  proved  highly 
injurious  to  the  general  interest  of  America,  by  infusing 
groundless  jealousies  and  effecting  fatal  divisions. 

That  this  Convention  never  intermeddled,  nor  was  dispo- 
sed to  interfere  with  the  affairs  of  Virginia,  but  hath  at  all 
times  shown  a  due  and  proper  respect  to  the  Convention  of 
that  Colony,  and  on  all  occasions  must  have  evinced  their 
sincere  and  tender  regard  for  the  people  thereof;  and  this 
Convention  cannot  be  of  opinion  that  the  Convention  of 
Virginia  could  believe  that  this  Convention  promoted  Go- 
vernour Eden's  passage  "  to  assist  in  their  destruction  under 
a  pretence  of  his  retiring  to  England" 

That  this  Convention,  and  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the 
time  being,  were  the  only  proper  and  adequate  judges  of 
the  propriety  and  expediency  of  suffering  Governour  Eden  to 
depart  out  of  this  Province,  and  have  proceeded  in  that  mat- 
ter upon  evidence  which  was  satisfactory  to  themselves,  and 
to  which  the  Convention  of  Virginia  were  strangers. 

That  had  the  Convention  of  Virginia  been  in  possession 
of  the  evidence  upon  which  the  Council  of  Safety  and  this 
Convention  proceeded,  they  could  not  have  been  at  a  loss 
to  account  for  the  Council  of  Safety  their  declining  to  seize 
Governour  Eden,  or  for  the  Convention  having  promoted 
his  passage  ('not,  as  is  unjustly  insinuated  in  the  Resolution 
of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to  assist  in  their  destruction, 
but  really)  to  England,  whither  this  Convention  hath  the 
best  grounds  to  believe  he  would  go  by  the  first  opportunity. 
Nor  can  the  address  alluded  to  in  the  said  Resolution  of  the 
Convention  of  Virginia,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention, 
be  considered  as  enabling,  nor  was  it  meant  to  enable,  Go- 
vernour Eden  to  assume  the  character  of  a  publick  agent, 
nor  can  this  Convention  discover  how  the  said  Governour 
would  thereby  be  enabled  to  promote  divisions  and  disunion 
amongst  the  Colonies ;  but  the  same  was  presented  as  a 
testimony  due  to  the  Governour  of  the  sense  this  Convention 
entertained  of  his  fair  and  impartial  representations  of  the 
principles,  motives,  and  views  of  the  people  of  this  Colony, 
so  far  as  the  same  had  come  to  their  knowledse. 

That  although  this  Convention  was, sensible  that  in  the 
absence  of  the  Governour  the  Government  in  its  old  form 
would  devolve  to  the  President  of  the  Council  of  State,  and 
although  such  President  should  be  under  equal  obligations 
with  the  Governour  to  perform  the  Ministerial  mandates, 
yet  was  the  Convention  fully  satisfied  that  it  would  not  be 
equally,  if  at  all,  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  perform 
such  mandates ;  and  therefore  this  Convention  cannot  but 
consider  the  imputing  their  proceedings  "  to  some  undue  in- 
fluence of  Governour  Eden  under  the  mask  of  friendship  to 
America,  and  of  the  Proprietary  interest  in  Maryland,"  as 
groundless  and  unjust ;  nor  is  this  Convention  able  to  dis- 
cover how  their  vote  for  the  departure  of  Governour  Eden 
from  this  Province  could  have  any  evil  tendency  to  the  com- 
mon cause,  or  to  Virginia  in  particular. 
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That  as  the  Convention  of  Virginia  hath  by  their  said 
Resolution  appealed  to  the  good  people  of  this  Province 
against  their  Convention,  and  by  their  publication  of  the 
said  Resolve,  have  endeavoured  to  injure  this  Convention  in 
the  good  opinion  of  the  United  Colonies  at  large,  it  became 
the  indispensable  duty  of  this — though  they  are  anxiously 
desirous  to  cultivate  union  and  harmony  with  their  sister 
Colonies — thus  to  vindicate  their  proceedings,  and  those  of 
the  Council  of  Safety,  which  this  Convention  did  approve 
of,  against  the  groundless  and  unjust  imputations  contained 
in  the  said  Resolution  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia ;  and 
conscious  of  the  uprightness  of  their  own  intentions,  and  the 
rectitude  of  the  measures  they  adopted,  do  wholly  deny,  and 
can  cheerfully  join  in  the  appeal  to  their  constituents,  and 
to  all  men  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  Maryland,  against 
the  charge  of  Proprietary  influence. 

On  reading  the  Resolutions  relative  to  the  Resolve  of  the 
Convention  of  Virginia,  the  question  was  put.  That  the 
words,  "  and  do,"  in  the  last  Resolve,  between  the  word 
"  did"  and  the  word  "  approve,"  be  struck  out  of  the  said 
Resolve? 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


FOR 

THE    AFFIRMATIVE. 

Mr. 

Jordan, 

Mr. 

Sim,                       Mr. 

Moale, 

Barnes, 

Beail, 

ToUey, 

Hawkins, 

Conlee, 

Hall, 

Hooe, 

S.  Chase, 

Dallam, 

Harrison, 

Carroll  of  Carrollton, 

Gilpin, 

Mackall, 

Griffith, 

Ewing, 

Smith, 

Beatty, 

Lctherbury, 

Allein, 

B.  Johnson, 

Done. 

FOR   THE    NEGATIVE. 

Mr. 

Somerville, 

Mr. 

Ringgold,                Mr. 

Richardson, 

T.  Johnson, 

Hollyday, 

Mason, 

Love, 

Thomas  Wright, 

Bishop, 

Veazey, 

Earle, 

J.  Dashiell. 

Thompson, 

Murray, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Declaration  be  entered  on 
the  Journal  of  this  Convention  : 

A  Declaration  of  the  Delegates  o/ Maryland. 

To  be  exempted  from  Parliamentary  taxation,  and  to 
regulate  their  internal  government  and  polity,  the  people 
of  this  Colony  have  ever  considered  as  their  inherent  and 
unalienable  right.  Without  the  former,  they  can  have  no 
property;  without  the  latter,  no  security  for  their  lives  or 
liberties. 

The  Pariiament  of  Great  Britain  has  of  late  claimed  an 
uncontrollable  right  of  binding  these  Colonies  in  all  cases 
whatsoever.  To  enforce  an  unconditional  submission  to  this 
claim,  the  Legislative  and  Executive  powers  of  that  slate 
have  invariably  pursued  for  these  ten  years  past  a  studied 
system  of  oppression,  by  passing  many  impolitick,  severe,  and 
cruel  acts  for  raising  a  revenue  from  the  Colonists ;  by  de- 
priving them  in  many  cases  of  the  trial  by  Jury;  by  altering 
the  chartered  Constitution  of  one  Colony,  and  the  entire 
stoppage  of  the  trade  of  its  Capital ;  by  cutting  off  all  inter- 
course between  the  Colonies ;  by  restraining  them  from  fish- 
ing on  their  own  coasts ;  by  extending  the  limits  of,  and 
erecting  an  arbitrary  Government  in  the  Province  of  Qwe- 
becJc ;  by  confiscating  the  property  of  the  Colonists  taken  on 
the  seas,  and  compelling  the  crews  of  their  vessels,  under 
the  pain  of  death,  to  act  against  their  native  country  and 
dearest  friends  ;  by  declaring  all  seizures,  detention,  or  de- 
struction, of  the  persons  or  property  of  the  Colonists,  to  be 
legal  and  just. 

A  war  unjustly  commenced  hath  been  prosecuted  against 
the  United  Colonies  with  cruelty,  outrageous  violence,  and 
perfidy;  slaves,  savages,  and  foreign  mercenaries,  have  been 
meanly  hired  to  rob  a  people  of  their  property,  liberties,  and 
lives, — a  people  guilty  of  no  other  crime  than  deeming  the 
last  of  no  estimation  without  the  secure  enjoyment  of  the 
former.  Their  humble  and  dutiful  petitions  for  peace,  liber- 
ty, and  safety,  have  been  rejected  with  scorn  ;  secure  of  and 
relying  on  foreign  aid,  not  on  his  national  forces,  the  unre- 
lenting Monarch  of  Britain  hath  at  length  avowed,  by  his 
answer  to  the  City  of  Z/onc/on,  his  determined  and  inexorable 
resolution  of  reducing  these  Colonies  to  abject  slavery. 

Compelled  by  dire  necessity  either  to  surrender  our  pro- 
perties, liberties,  and  lives,  into  the  hands  of  a  British  King 
and  Parliament,  or  to  use  such  means  as  will  most  probably 
secure  to  us  and  our  posterity  those  invaluable  blessings, 


1507 


MARYLAND  CONVENTION,  JULY,  1776. 


1508 


We,  tlie  Delegates  of  Maryland  in  Convention  assem- 
bled, do  declare,  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  has  viola- 
ted his  compact  with  this  people,  and  that  they  owe  no 
allegiance  to  him ;  we  have  therefore  thought  it  just  and 
necessary  to  empower  our  Deputies  in  Congress  to  join  with 
a  majority  of  the  United  Colonies  in  declaring  them  free 
and  independent  States,  in  framing  such  furtiier  Confedera- 
tion between  them,  in  making  foreign  alliances,  and  in  adopt- 
ing such  other  measures  as  shall  be  judged  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  their  liberties :  provided,  the  sole  and  exclu- 
sive right  of  regulating  the  internal  polity  and  government 
of  this  Colony  be  reserved  to  the  people  thereof.  We  have 
also  thought  proper  to  call  a  new  Convention,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  a  Government  in  this  Colony.  No  am- 
bitious views,  no  desire  of  independence,  induced  the  people 
of  Maryland  to  form  an  union  with  the  other  Colonies.  To 
procure  an  exemption  from  Parliamentary  taxation,  and  to 
continue  to  the  Legislatures  of  these  Colonies  the  sole  and 
exclusive  right  of  regulating  their  internal  polity,  was  our 
original  and  only  motive.  To  maintain  inviolate  our  liber- 
ties, and  to  transmit  them  unimpaired  to  posterity,  was  our 
duty  and  first  wish  ;  our  next,  to  continue  connected  with, 
and  dependant  on.  Great  Britain.  For  the  truth  of  these 
assertions,  we  appeal  to  that  Almighty  Being  who  is  em- 
phatically styled  the  Searcher  of  hearts,  and  from  whose 
omniscience  nothing  is  concealed.  Relying  on  His  divine 
protection  and  affiance,  and  trusting  to  the  justice  of  our 
cause,  we  exhort  and  conjure  every  virtuous  citizen  to  join 
cordially  in  defence  of  our  common  rights,  and  in  mainte- 
nance of  the  freedom  of  this  and  her  sister  Colonies. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 


Post  Meridiem.     Convention  met. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  several  Letters 
from  the  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Congress,  of  the 
25th  and  29th  of  June,  and  of  the  4th  of  this  instant,  and 
sundry  Resolutions  of  that  respectable  body,  which  were 
taken  into  consideration. 

And  thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Smallwood  im- 
mediately proceed  with  his  Battalion  to  the  City  o{  Phila- 
delphia, and  put  himself  under  the  Continental  Officer  com- 
manding there,  and  be  subject  to  the  further  orders  of  the 
Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Independent  Companies  stationed  in 
Talbot,  Kent,  Queen  Anne's,  and  St.  Mary's  Counties,  im- 
mediately proceed  to  Philadelphia,  and  put  themselves  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Smallwood,  subject  to  the  further 
orders  of  the  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Vessels  be  immediately  procured  to  trans- 
port such  of  the  said  Troops  as  are  on  the  Western- Shore 
to  the  head  of  Elk. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  take  such  measures 
as  they  may  think  best,  to  supply  the  said  Troops  with 
Carriages  and  Provisions  on  their  march  to  Philadelphia.  . 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Battalion  and  Independent  Com- 
panies be  deducted  from  the  number  of  Militia  required  by 
Congress  of  this  Colony  to  compose  the  Flying-Camp. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  Letter  from  Congress,  of  the 
4th  instant,  and  of  the  above  Resolutions,  be  transmitted, 
by  express,  to  the  several  Committees  in  each  County,  and 
that  they  be  earnestly  requested  to  give  every  assistance  in 
their  power  to  the  immediate  enrolling  of  the  Militia  Com- 
panies, and  enabling  them  to  march. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  direct  such  and  so 
many  of  the  said  Militia  Companies  to  march  to  the  City  of 
Annapolis,  Baltimore  Town,  Talbot,  Kent,  Qiieen  Anne's, 
and  St.  Mary's  Counties,  as  will  supply  the  number  and 
places  of  the  said  Battalion  and  Independent  Companies  ; 
and  that  till  the  places  of  the  Regular  Troops  ordered  from 
Annapolis  and  Baltimore  Town  can  be  supplied  by  the 
Militia  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid,  the  Council  of  Safety  direct 
three  Companies  of  the  neighbouring  Militia  to  march  into 
Annapolis,  and  two  Companies  of  the  neighbouring  Militia 
to  march  into  Baltimore  Town. 

Resolved,  That  the  Continental  Officer  who  may  com- 
mand the  Flying-Camp  is  requested,  if  the  service  will  per- 
mit, to  separate  the  Corps  of  Regulars  from  the  Corps  of 
Militia  to  be  supplied  by  this  Province,  to  prevent  any  ground 
of  discontent  about  rank. 


Resolved,  That  this  Province  will  raise  two  Companies 
of  Riflemen  and  four  Companies  of  Germans,  according  to 
the  requisitions  of  Congress  in  their  Resolutions  of  the  27 ih 
day  of  June  last. 

That  one  of  the  said  Companies  of  Riflemen  be  raised  in 
Harford  County,  two  of  the  said  Companies  of  Germans 
be  raised  in  Baltimore  County,  and  one  of  the  Companies 
of  Riflemen  and  two  of  the  Companies  of  Germans  be  raised 
in  Frederick  County. 

That  to  expedite  the  raising  and  levying  the  said  Troops, 
the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Harford  County  recom- 
mend the  Officers  of  the  Company  to  be  raised  in  that  Coun- 
ty; the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County,  the 
Officers  of  the  Companies  to  be  raised  in  that  County ;  and 
that  two  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  from  each  of  the 
Districts  of  Frederick  County,  who  are  to  meet  at  Fred- 
ericktown  on  Friday,  the  12th  day  of  this  instant,  July,  or 
the  major  part  of  them  so  met,  recommend  the  Officers  of 
the  Companies  of  Germans  to  be  raised  in  that  County,  and 
also  the  Officers  of  the  Rifle  Company  to  be  raised  there, 
except  the  Captain. 

That  Lemuel  Barrett  be  Captain  of  the  Rifle  Company 
to  be  raised  in  Frederick  County,  if  he  will  act  as  such. 

That  each  of  the  Companies  of  Germans  consist  of  one 
Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four 
Corporals,  one  Drummer,  one  Fifer,  and  seventy-six  Pri- 
vates ;  and  each  of  the  Rifle  Companies  of  one  Captain, 
three  Lieutenants,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one  Drum- 
mer, one  Fifer,  and  seventy-six  Privates  ;  and  that  the  Offi- 
cers being  approved,  be  appointed  and  certified  to  the  Con- 
gress by  the  Council  of  Safety. 

That  each  of  the  Officei's,  being  nominated  by  the  Com- 
mittees, have  Warrants  for  inlisting,  and  that  each  of  the 
Officers  inlist  the  following  numbers,  to  wit :  a  Captain 
thirty.  First  and  Second  Lieutenant  twenty.  Third  Lieute- 
nant, or  Ensign,  sixteen ;  and  that,  by  order  of  the  Council  of 
Safety,  the  said  Officers  draw  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
moneys  sufficient  to  discharge  the  bounties. 

The  Committee  for  that  purpose  appointed,  bring  in  and 
deliver  to  Mr.  President  the  following  Report  : 

"  Your  Committee,  appointed  to  examine  and  price  the 
Linen  brought  in  by  Inward  Parker,  do  report,  that  he  has 
brought  in  six  hundred  and  eleven  yards,  valued  at  3«.  6d. 
per  yard,  and  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  and  a  quarter 
yards,  at  2s.  Zd.  per  yard,  common  currency.  All  which 
is  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  honourable  House. 
"Thomas  Contee,  Chairman  Committee." 

Which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Whereas  this  Convention  hath  resolved,  "  that  the  seve- 
ral Companies  of  Militia  intended  to  be  raised  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  Flying-Camp  for  the  protection  of  the 
Middle  Colonies,  shall  be  mustered  and  passed  by  some  one 
of  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Counties  where  such  Companies 
shall  be  raised,  and  the  Captains  shall  return  two  copies  of 
his  Muster-Roll,  certified  by  the  Field-Officer  who  musters 
the  men,  to  the  Council  of  Safety  :"  And  whereas  no  Field- 
Officere  are  appointed  in  Kent  County :  It  is,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Kent 
County  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  Militia  commis- 
sioned Officer  in  said  County,  who  is  empowered  to  muster 
and  pass  such  Companies  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  if 
the  same  was  done  by  a  Field-Officer. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed 
by  a  Resolve  of  the  Convention  of  this  Province,  in  Decem- 
ber last,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Gun-lock  Manu- 
factory in  Frederickiown,  in  Frederick  County,  or  in  the 
neighbourhood  thereof,  for  which  purpose  £  1 ,200  was  appro- 
priated, do  lay  before  the  next  Convention,  on  the  third  day 
of  their  sitting,  a  full  and  clear  account  of  their  proceedings 
in  the  premises,  together  with  state  of  the  said  Manufac- 
tory. 

On  reading  and  considering  the  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  report  on  the  Petition  of  John  Brewer, 
of  the  City  of  Annapolis, 

Resolved,  That  the  Fine  imposed  on  the  said  John  Brewer 
by  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Anne  Arundel  Coun- 
ty be  remitted,  and  his  Fire- Arms  returned  to  him. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  all  Petitions,  Applications, 
and  Reports  to  Convention  this  present  session,  and  all  Peti- 
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tions,  Applications,  and  Reports  to  Convention  in  all  former 
sessions,  whereon  no  final  order  hath  been  or  shall  be  made, 
be  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Convention. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  bounty  of  one  shilling,  com- 
mon money,  be  paid  by  the  Council  of  Safety  for  every  bushel 
of  Salt  imported  into  this  Colony,  and  delivered  above  Point- 
Look-out,  before  the  first  day  of  March  next,  and  that  the 
importer  be  allowed  to  sell  the  same  at  any  price  not  exceed- 
ing 7s.  6d.,  common  money,  per  bushel. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  adver- 
tise the  Proposals  given  in  to  this  Convention  by  Mr.  Charles 
Wallace,  and  request  any  person  who  will  contract  for  a 
large  quantity  of  Salt,  to  deliver  in  their  Proposals  by  the 
20th  day  of  July  next ;  and  the  Council  of  Safety  are  em- 
powered to  enter  into  a  contract  agreeable  to  any  such  Pro- 
posals that  may  be  given  in,  if  they  adjudge  such  Proposals 
more  for  the  advantage  of  the  publick ;  but  if  no  better  terms 


should  be  offered  by  the  said  day,  then  the  Council  of  Safety 
are  empowered  to  close  with  the  said  Proposals  of  Charles 
Wallace. 

Ordered,  That  the  Declaration  of  this  Convention  of  this 
day,  and  the  Resolutions  in  answer  to  the  Resolution  of  the 
Virginia  Convention,  be  published  in  the  Maryland  Ga- 
zette. 

The  Journal  of  Accounts  was  read  and  assented  to. 
Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
the  several  claims  allowed  in  the  same. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  Thursday,  the  1st  day  of 
August  next,  to  sit  at  this  place,  but  the  Council  of  Safety 
may  convene  the  Convention  at  any  other  time  or  place 
they  shall  judge  necessary. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Convention  : 

Gabkiel  Duvall,  Clerk. 


AaRGINIA  CONVENTION. 

At  a  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  Counties  and 
Corporations  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  held  at  the  Capi- 
tol, in  the  City  of  WiUiamshurgh,  on  Monday,  the  6th  of 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1776  ;  Present: 
For  Accomack  :  Southey  Simpson  and  Issac  Smith,  Esqs. 
For  Albemarle  :    Charles  Lewis,  Esq.,  and  George  Gil- 
mer for  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquire. 
For  Amelia  :  John  Tahb  and  John  Winn.  Esquires. 
For  Augusta  :  Thomas  Lewis  and  Samuel  McDowell,  Esqs. 
For  West-Augusta:  John  Harvie  and  Charles  Simms, 

Esquires. 
For  Amherst  :  William  Cabell  and  Gabriel Penn,  Esqs. 
For  Bedford  :  John  Talbot  and  Charles  Lynch,  Esqs. 
For  Botetourt  :  John  Bowyer  and  Patrick  Lockhart, 

Esquires. 
For  Brunswick  :  Frederick  Maclin  and  Henry  Tazewell, 

Esquires. 
For  Buckingham  :    Charles  Patteson  and  John  Cabell, 

Esquires. 
For  Berkeley  :  Robert  Rutherford  and  William  Drew, 

Esquires. 
For  Caroline  :  The  Hon.  Edmund  Pendleton  and  James 

Taylor,  Esquires. 
For  Charles  City:  William  Acrill,  Esquire,  and  Samuel 

Harwood,  Esquire,  for  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esquire. 
For  Charlotte;  Paul  Carrington  and   Thomas  Read, 

Esquires. 
For  Chesterfield  :  Archibald  Cary  and  Benjamin  Wat- 
kins,  Esquires. 
For  Culpepper  :  Henry  Field  and  French  Strother,  Esqs. 
For  Cumberland  :  John  Mayo  and  William  Fleming,  Esqs. 
For  Dinwiddie  :  John  Banister  and  Boiling  Starke,  Esqs. 
For  Dunmore  :  Abraham  Bird  and  John  Tipton,  Esqs. 
For  Elizabeth  City:  Wilson  Miles  Cary  and  Henry  King, 

Esquires. 
For  Essex  :  Meriwether  Smith   and  James  Edmondson, 

Esquires. 
For  Fairfax  :  John  West,  Jun.,  and  George  Mason,  Esqs. 
For  Fauquier  :  Martin  Pickett  and  James  Scott,  Esqs. 
For  Frederick  :  James  Wood  and  Isaac  Zone,  Elsqs. 
For  Fincastle  :  Arthur  Campbell  and  William  Russell, 

Esquires. 
For  Gloucester  :   Thomas  Whiting  and  Lewis  Burwell, 

Esquires. 
For  Goochland  :  John  Woodson  and  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, Esquires. 
For  Halifax:  Nathaniel  Terry  and   Micajah  Watkins, 

Esquires. 
For  Hampshire:  James  Mercer  and  Abraham Hite,  Esqs. 
Fob  Hanover  :  Patrick  Henry  and  John  Syme,  Esquires. 
For  Henkico  :  Nathaniel  Wilkinson  and  Richard  Adams, 

Esquires. 
For  James  City;  Robert  C.  Nicholas  and  William  Nor- 

vell.  Esquires. 
For  Isle-of-Wight  :  John  S.  Wills  and  Charles  Fulgham, 

Esquires. 
For  King  George  :  Joseph  Jones  and  William  Fitzhugh, 

Esquires. 
For  King  and  Queen  :  George  Brooke  and  William  Lyne, 

Esquires. 


For  King  William  :  William  Aylett  and  Richard  Squire 

Taylor,  Esquires. 
For  Lancaster:  James  Selden  and  James  Gordon,  Esqs. 
For  Loudoun  :  Francis  Peyton  and  Josias  Clapham,  Esqs. 
For  Louisa:  George  Meriwether  and  Thomas  Johnson, 

Esquires. 
For  Lunenburg  h  :  David  Garland  and  Lodowick  Farmer, 

Esquires. 
For  Middlesex  :  Edmund  Berkeley  and  James  Montague, 

Esquires. 
For  Mecklenburgh  :  Joseph  Speed  and  Bennett  Goode, 

Esquires. 
For  Nansemond  :   Willis  Riddick  and  William   Cowper, 

Esquires. 
For  New-Kent:  William  Clayton  and  Bartholomew  Dan- 

dridge.  Esquires. 
For  Norfolk  :  James  Holt  and  Thomas  Newton,  Esqs. 
For  Northumberland  :  Rodham  Kenner  and  John  Cralle, 

Esquires. 
For  Northampton:  Nathaniel  L.  Savage  and  George 

Savage,  Esquires. 
For  Orange  :  James  Madison  and  William  Moore,  Esqs. 
For  Pittsylvania  :  Benjamin  Lankford  and  Robert  Wil- 
liams, Esquires. 
For  Prince  Edward:  William  Watts  a.nA  William  Booker, 

Esquires. 
For  Prince  George  :  Richard  Bland  and  Peter  Poy- 

thress.  Esquires. 
For  Princess  Anne  :   William  Robinson  and  John  Tho- 

roughgood,  Esquires. 
For  Prince  William  :  Cuthbert  Bullitt  and  Henry  Lee, 

Esquires. 
For  Richmond:  Hudson  Muse  and    Charles  McCarty, 

Esquires. 
For  Southampton  :  Edwin  Gray  and  Henry  Taylor,  Esqs. 
For  Spottsylvania  :  Mann  Page  and  George  Thornton, 

Esquires. 
For  Stafford  :  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee  and  William  Brent, 

Esquires. 
For  Surry:  Allen  Cocke  and  Nicholas  Faulcon,  Esquires. 
For  Sussex  :  David  Mason  and  Henry  Gee,  Esquires. 
For  Warwick  :   William  Harwood  and   Richard   Cary, 

Esquires. 
For  Westmoreland  :  Richard  Lee,  Esq.,  Richard  Henry 

Lee,  Esquire,  and  John  A.  Washington,  Esquire. 
For  York  :  Dudley  Digges,  Esq.,  Thomas  Nelson,  Jun., 

Esquire,  and  William  Digges,  Esquire. 
For  Jamestown  :  Champion  Travis,  Esquire. 
For  Williamsburgh  :  Edmund  Randolph,  Esq.,  for  George 

Wythe,  Esquire. 
For  Norfolk  Borough  :  William  Roscow  fVikon  Curk, 

Esquire. 
For  College  of  William  and  Mary:  John  Blair,  Esq. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Tazewell  be  appointed  Clerk 
to  this  Convention. 

Richard  Bland,  Esquire,  a  Delegate  for  the  County  of 
Prince  George,  reminded  the  Convention  of  the  necessity 
of  proceeding  to  the  choice  of  a  President,  and  recommend- 
ed Edmund  Pendleton,  Esq.,  who  had  already  executed  that 
important  trust,  and  had  given  undeniable  proofs  of  his  abili- 
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ties  and  integrity.  He  was  seconded  by  Archibald  Cary, 
Esq.,  a  Delegate  for  the  County  of  Chesterfield.  Thomas 
Johmon,  Esq.,  a  Delegate  for  the  County  of  Louisa,  then  re- 
commended Thomas  Ludivell  Lee,  Esq.,  as  a  proper  person 
to  fill  that  office,  and  was  seconded  by  Bartholomeiv  Dan- 
dridge,  Esq.,  a  Delegate  for  the  County  of  New-Kent.  And 
on  the  question  being  put  by  the  Clerk,  the  said  Edmund 
Pendleton  was  elected  President,  and  conducted  to  the 
Chair,  from  whence  he  addressed  himself  to  the  Convention 
in  the  following  manner : 

"  Gentlemen  :  Be  pleased  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks 
for  the  honour  done  me  in  your  election  to  this  high  and 
important  office,  which  I  esteem  the  more,  as  it  aflbrds  a 
publick  testimony  that  my  former  endeavours  for  the  proper 
discharge  of  that  trust  have  not  been  unacceptable  to  my 
country.  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  of  my  unremitted  atten- 
tion to  the  arduous  duties  of  my  appointment,  which  I  will 
endeavour  to  execute  with  the  utmost  impartiality;  and,  con- 
scious of  my  want  of  abilities,  I  shall  rely  with  confidence 
on  your  candour  to  make  the  most  favourable  interpretation 
of  all  my  actions. 

"  We  are  now  met  in  General  Convention  according  to 
the  ordinance  for  our  election,  at  a  time  truly  critical,  when 
subjects  of  the  most  important  and  interesting  nature  require 
our  serious  attention. 

"  The  administration  of  justice,  and  almost  all  the  powers 
of  Government,  have  now  been  suspended  for  near  two  years. 
It  will  become  us  to  reflect  whether  we  can  longer  sustain 
the  great  struo-gle  we  are  making  in  this  situation  ;  and  the 
case  of  criminals  confined  and  not  tried,  and  others  who  may 
be  apprehended  pursuant  to  our  laws,  deserves  particular 
notice. 

"  Our  Military  and  Naval  aiTangements,  as  well  as  the 
funds  for  supporting  them,  will  call  for  our  revision  ;  and  the 
ordinance  prescribing  a  mode  of  punishment  for  the  enemies 
of  America  in  this  Colony,  being  very  defective,  will  require 
amendment. 

"  There  are  some  articles  more  immediately  necessary 
for  our  people,  particularly  salt,  which  it  may  be  wise  to 
encourage  the  production  and  manufacture,  either  by  in- 
creased bounties,  or  erecting  publick  works,  as  shall  be  judged 
most  effectual  to  that  end. 

"  Several  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  letters  from  our 
Delegates  on  these  and  other  subjects,  I  am  directed  by  the 
Committee  of  Safety  to  lay  before  you,  together  with  seve- 
ral petitions  they  have  received,  on  which  it  was  not  within 
their  powers  to  determine. 

"  In  the  discussion  of  these,  and  all  other  subjects  which 
may  come  under  our  consideration,  permit  me  to  recommend 
calmness,  unanimity,  and  diligence,  as  the  most  likely  means 
of  bringing  them  to  a  happy  and  prosperous  issue." 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections 
be  appointed  of  the  following  persons :  Mr.  Digges,  Mr. 
Treasurer,  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Archibald  Cary,  Mr.  JVhiting, 
Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Dandridge, 
Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Richard  S.  Taylor,  Mr.  Selden,  Mr.  Clayton,  Mr. 
Blair,  Mr.  Thornton,  Mr.  Thomas  Lewis,  Mr.  Nelson,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee. 

And  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and 
examine,  in  the  first  place,  the  certificates  of  the  election  of 
Delegates  to  serve  in  this  present  Convention,  and  to  take 
into  consideration  all  such  matters  as  shall  or  may  come  in 
question  touching  returns,  elections,  and  privileges ;  and  to 
report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions  thereupon,  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  Convention ;  and  the  said  Committee 
are  to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records, 
for  their  information. 

Resolved,  That  seven  of  the  said  Committee  be  a  suffi- 
cient number  to  proceed  to  business. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  of  controverted  elections,  to 
be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  or  before  the  Committee 
of  Privileges  and  Elections,  the  petitioners  do,  by  themselves, 
or  by  their  agents,  within  a  convenient  time,  to  be  appoint- 
ed either  by  the  Convention  or  the  Committee  of  Privileges 
and  Elections,  as  the  matter  to  be  heard  shall  be  before  the 
Convention  or  the  said  Committee,  deliver  to  the  sitting 
Members,  or  their  agents,  lists  of  the  persons  intended  to  be 
objected  to  who  voted  for  the  sitting  Members,  giving  in  the 
said  lists  the  several  heads  of  objection,  and  distinguishing 


the  same  against  the  names  of  the  voters  excepted  to ;  and 
that  the  sitting  Members  do,  by  themselves  or  their  agents, 
within  the  same  time,  deliver  the  like  list,  on  their  parts,  to 
the  petitioners,  or  their  agents. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  Jun.,  be  appoint- 
ed Clerk  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections. 

A  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Norfolk, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  constituents,  was  present- 
ed to  the  Convention,  and  read  ;  setting  forth  that,  by  the 
Ordinances  of  a  former  Convention,  Courts-Martial  and  elec- 
tions of  Delegates  are  directed  to  be  held  at  the  respective 
County  Court-Houses  ;  that,  by  the  burning  of  the  Borough 
of  Norfolk,  the  Court-House  of  the  said  County  hath  been 
destroyed,  and  the  place  where  it  stood  at  present  in  the 
power  of  the  enemies  of  America,  by  means  whereof  neither 
Courts-Martial  or  elections  of  Delegates  for  the  said  County 
can  now  be  regularly  held  ;  and  praying  for  such  relief  in 
the  premises  as  should  seem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Whereas  by  the  late  destruction  of  the  Court-House  of  the 
County  and  Borough  of  Norfolk  the  proper  officers  have  not 
been  able  to  hold  elections  of  Delegates  for  the  said  County 
and  Borough  to  serve  in  Convention,  so  that  the  said  Coun- 
ty and  Borough  remain  unrepresented  therein. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Sheriff,  or  Mayor,  or  Clerk 
of  the  Committees  of  the  said  County  or  Borough,  respec- 
tively, be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  some 
convenient  place  and  time,  not  exceeding  twenty,  nor  under 
ten  days,  after  the  receipt  of  this  Resolution,  for  the  election 
of  Delegates  to  serve  in  the  General  Convention  for  the  said 
County  and  Borough  of  Norfolk,  and  shall  publish  notice 
thereof,  and  proceed  to  the  election  of  such  Delegates  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  by  law  directed  in  the  election  of  a  Bur- 
gess to  be  made  during  the  sitting  of  any  General  Assembly, 
and  shall  deliver  to  each  of  the  Delegates  elected  a  certifi- 
cate, under  his  hand  and  seal,  that  such  Delegate  was  duly 
elected  for  the  said  County  or  Borough ;  and  that  the  said 
Delegates,  so  to  be  elected,  shall  have  full  authority  to  sit 
and  vote  in  any  General  Convention  for  one  full  year,  to  be 
computed  from  the  days  respectively  appointed  by  law  for 
holding  the  Courts  for  the  said  County  and  Borough  in  the 
month  of  April  last,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  Dele- 
gates had  been  elected  according  to  an  Ordinance  of  the 
last  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Price  be  appoint- 
ed Chaplain  to  the  Convention,  and  that  he  read  prayers 
every  morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Francis  Eppes  be  appointed  Messen- 
ger to  this  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Hyland,  TVilliam  Hicks,  John 
Creagh,  and  William  Drinkard,  be  appointed  Doorkeepers 
to  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  observe,  in  their  de- 
bates, the  same  Rules  and  Orders  as  are  established  in  the 
House  of  Burgesses. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lewis,  a  Delegate  for  the  County  of  Au- 
gusta, informed  the  Conventidh  that  Daniel  Smith,  late 
Sheriff  of  the  said  County,  had  delivered  up  to  him  £120, 
due  for  Quit-Rents,  to  be  paid  to  the  Receiver-General,  but 
that  he  refused  to  be  concerned  therewith,  unless  the  said 
Smith  would  agree  that  he  should  take  the  sense  of  the 
Convention  respecting  the  disposition  thereof,  to  which  he 
consented. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  sum  of  £120  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  to  be  by  him  safely  kept  until  the 
further  order  of  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  desired  to  issue  his  War- 
rant for  the  election  of  Delegates  for  the  County  of  King  and 
Queen,  the  same  having  been  prevented  by  bad  weather. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  do  state  and  re- 
port the  case  of  John  Goodrich,  Jun.,  who  hath  been  appre- 
hended as  a  suspected  person,  and  that  he  be  confined  to  his 
room  in  the  City  of  Willianuburgh,  under  a  proper  guard ;  and 
that  William  Harwood,  Gent.,  surety  for  the  appearance  of 
the  said  John  Goodrich,  be  discharged  from  his  recognizance 
on  delivering  said  Goodrich  to  the  commanding  officer. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  Resolutions  of  the  General 
Congress,  Letters  from  the  Delegates  therein,  and  other 
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papers  mentioned  by  the  President,  and  by  him  laid  before 
the  Convention,  do  lie  on  the  table. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  May  7,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections 
be  empowered  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  such  persons 
as  are  or  may  be  taken  up  or  committed  for  being  inimical 
to  the  rights  and  liberties  o( America;  that  they  state  their 
several  cases,  and  report  the  same,  together  with  their  opi- 
nion thereupon,  to  this  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  William  Criddle  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  inlisted  as  a  common 
soldier  in  Captain  John  Markham's  Company  of  Regulars ; 
and  when  on  duty  in  the  Town  of  Norfolk,  in  the  month 
of  January  last,  his  right  arm  was  unfortunately  taken  off 
by  a  cannon-ball,  whereby  he  is  rendered  totally  incapable 
of  serving  longer,  or  acquiring  a  support  in  future ;  and  pray- 
ing such  relief  as  shall  be  thought  just  and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr.  Car- 
rington,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Archibald  Gary,  Mr.  Richard  Lee, 
Mr.  Digges,  and  Mr.  Nelson;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same, 
together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Friday  nexi,  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  their  consideration 
the  state  of  the  Colony. 

A  Petition  from  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of 
the  County  of  Chesterfield,  was  presented  to  the  Conven- 
tion ,and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  a  small  part  of  the  Ordi- 
nance for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Militia,  whereby  they 
are  required  to  attend  muster  once  a  fortnight,  proves  a  little 
burdensome,  especially  on  the  poorer  sort,  who  have  not  a 
slave  to  labour  for  them  ;  that  they  acknowledge  the  wisdom 
of  the  Convention,  in  the  regulation  aforesaid,  at  the  time 
the  same  was  made  ;  but  that,  having  now  learned  the  most 
essential  parts  of  the  military  exercise,  and  having  an  Army 
regularly  trained,  which  will  be  able,  under  God,  to  with- 
stand any  invasion  that  may  be  made  till  they  could  join 
them,  they  conceive  the  necessity  of  calling  them  so  fre- 
quently from  their  homes  doth  not  exist ;  that  they  promise 
cheerfully  to  join  in  defence  of  their  just  rights  whenever 
the  same  may  be  necessary. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  said  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  Sheriffs  do  pay  into  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer  all  the  Money  due  from  them  for  Quit- 
Rents,  to  be  by  him  safely  kept  till  the  further  order  of  the 
Convention. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
to  encourage  the  making  of  Salt,  Saltpetre,  and  Gunpowder; 
and  that  Mr.  Treasurer,  Mr.  Archibald  Vary,  Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Travis,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr. 
Thomas  Lewis,  Mr.  McDowell,  Mr.  Terry,  Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Lockhart,  Mr.  Gilmer,  Mr.  Charles  Lewis,  Mv.  Read, 
and  Mr.  Watkins,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Banister,  Mr.  Starke,  Mr.  Bullitt, 
Mr.  Poythress,  Mr.  Wilson  M.  Gary,  Mr.  Randolph,  and 
Mr.  Read,  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and 
Elections. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  do  lay  before 
the  Convention  the  Secretary  of  State's  intercepted  Letters 
to  Governour  Eden,  of  Maryland,  and  also  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament enclosed  therein. 

Tlie  President  laid  before  the  Convention  an  intercepted 
Letter  from  Ralph  Wormeley,  Jun.,  Esq.,  to  John  Grymes, 
with  the  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  thereupon  ; 
also  a  Recognizance  entered  into  by  the  said  Ralph  Worme- 
ley, taken  for  his  appearance  before  the  Convention  when 
thereto  required  ;  which  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ralph  Wormeley  be  sent  for  in 
custody,  under  a  strong  guard. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  May  8, 1776. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention,  according  to 
order,  the  Secretary  of  State's  intercepted  Letters  to  Go- 
vernour Eden,  of  Maryland,  and  also  the  Act  of  Parliament 
enclosed  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  do  lie  on  the  table. 


Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
to  amend  an  Ordinance,  entitled  An  Ordinance  for  establish- 
ing a  mode  of  making  Tobacco  Payments  during  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  Inspection  Law,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned  ;  and  that  Mr.  Dandridge  and  Air.  Gray 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  John  Tayloe  Gorbin  to  Mr.  Charles  Neilson,  containing 
sentiments  inimical  to  America,  together  with  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  King  and  Queen 
thereupon  ;  which  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  and  Proceedintrs  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  that 
the  said  John  Tayloe  Gorbin  be  sent  for  in  custody  under  a 
strong  guard. 

The  President  also  laid  before  the  Convention  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Courts  of  the  Counties  of  Northampton  and 
Stafford,  upon  the  trial  of  several  Negro  Slaves  therein  men- 
tioned, who  were  convicted  of  Felony,  and  sentenced  to  be 
executed  ;  which  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  do  write  to  th» 
said  Courts  of  Northampton  and  Stafford,  directing  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  execution  of  the  Slaves  aforesaid,  till  the  further 
order  of  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grie- 
vances be  appointed,  of  the  following  persons :  Mr.  Treasu- 
rer, Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  William  Harwood,  Mr.  Isaac  Smith, 
Mr.  William  Cabell,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Bomjer, 
Mr.  Maclin,  Mr.  Tazewell,  Mr.  Patteson,  Mr.  John  Cabell, 
Mr.  Acrill,  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Strother,  Mr.  Mayo,  Mr.  Bird, 
Mr.  Tipton,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Meriwether  Smith,  Mr.  Ed- 
nwndson,  Mr.  West,  Mr.  Pickett,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Thomas 
M.  Randolph,  Mr.  Woodson,  Mr.  Syme,  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
Mr.  Norvell,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  Faulcon,  Mr.  Gordon,  and  Mr. 
Glapham. 

And  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  to 
take  into  their  consideration  all  propositions  and  grievances 
that  shall  be  referred  to  them,  and  to  report  their  opinions 
thereupon  to  the  Convention  ;  and  the  said  Committee  are 
to  have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records,  for 
their  information. 

Resolved,  That  eleven  of  the  said  Committee  be  a  sufR- 
cient  number  to  proceed  to  business. 

A  Petition  of  John  Ballendine  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  now  engaged  in 
opening  the  navigation,  by  a  canal,  from  Westham°o  Rich- 
mond, on  James  River,  as  also  in  an  Iron  work  lately  dis- 
covered up  the  said  river,  equally  serviceable  to  the  publick  ; 
and  that  it  will  greatly  promote  the  same  if  the  Convention 
would  direct  the  several  Slaves  confined  in  the  publick  Jail 
to  be  employed  therein,  and  would  also  lessen  the  expense 
attending  their  imprisonment;  and  praying  that  the  said 
Slaves  may  be  delivered  to  him,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  and  they  are  to 
report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  do  lay  his  Accounts  before 
the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Meriwether,  Mr.  Gar- 
land, Mr.  Farmer,  Mr.  Montague,  Mr.  Speed,  Mr.  Goode, 
Mr.  Gowper,  Mr.  Gralle,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Lytlleton  Savage, 
Mr.  George  Savage,  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Lank- 
ford,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Booker,  Mr.  TV/imc,  Mr. 
McCarty,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Henry  Taylor,  Mr.  Brent,  Mr. 
Cocke,  Mr.  Faulcon,  Mr.  Gee,  Mr  Richard  Gary,  Mr.  Wash- 
ington, Mr.  Travis,  Mr.  Jam£s  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Harwood,  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and 
Elections. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Chaplain  be  desired  to  preach  on  Fri- 
day, the  17th  instant,  at  the  Church  in  the  City  of  Williams- 
burgh,  being  the  day  set  apart  by  the  General  Congress  to 
be  kept  as  a  publick  Fast,  and  that  the  Printei-s  be  directed 
to  republish  the  Resolution  of  the  General  Congress  recom- 
mending the  said  Fast. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmund  Pendleton,  Jun.,  be  appoint- 
ed Clerk  to  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  Convention  being  informed  that  Captain  Taylor, 
Commander  of  one  of  the  armed  Vessels  fitted  out  for  the 
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defence  of  this  Colony,  had  seized  four  Vessels  in  Bappa- 
hannock  River,  supposed  to  he  British  properly, 

Besolved,  That  the  Committees  for  the  Counties  of  Caro- 
line and  Spottsykania,  respectively,  do  inquire  into  the  pro- 
perty of  tl)e  said  Vessels  ;  and  that,  in  such  inquiry,  the  onm 
probandi  do  lie  on  the  claimants,  and  that  the  said  Commit- 
tees do  report  their  proceedings  therein  to  the  Convention. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Commis- 
sioners for  the  County  of  Gloucester  on  the  trial  of  John 
HHlkie,  who  was  found  guilty  of  tjiving  intelligence  to  the 
enemies  oi America;  which  being  read  and  considered, 

Ordered,  That  Sir  John  Peyton,  Bart.,  be  appointed  a 
Commissioner  to  make  sale  of  the  Estate  of  tlie  said  Ji'ilkie, 
for  ready  money,  and  pay  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  there  to  remain  till  the  further  order  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  that  he  also  return  an  account  thereof  to  the 
said  Treasurer. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 


Thursday,  May  9,  1776. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Major-General  Lee,  enclosing  several  Resolutions  of  a  Coun- 
cil of  Officers  held  in  the  City  of  Williamsburgh ;  which 
being  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  immediately  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Letter  and  Resolutions. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  and  Resolutions,  together 
with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  on  that 
subject,  be  referred  to  the  said  Committee. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
Committee;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration 
the  said  Letter  and  Resolutions  ;  but  not  having  time  to  go 
through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Letter  and  Reso- 
lutions. 

The  President  also  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  James  Tait,  on  the  subject  of  making  Salt ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordinance  to  encourage 
the  making  Salt,  Saltpetre,  and  Gunpowder. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nathaniel  Lyttleton  Savage,  Mr. 
Isaac  Smith,  and  Mr.  West,  be  added  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  an  Ordinance  to  encourage  the  making 
Salt,  Saltpetre,  and  Gunpowder. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
the  President  of  the  General  Congress,  and  also  a  Resolu- 
tion of  the  said  Congress  desiring  to  exchange  Continental 
money  for  Specie ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Digges,  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  laid  before 
the  Convention,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  Ordinance, 
the  Proceedings  of  the  said  Committee  ;  which  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Digges,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported  that  the  Committee  had  examined  several 
Certificates  of  the  election  of  Delegates  to  serve  in  the  pre- 
sent Convention,  and  compared  the  same  with  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  the  Ordinance,  and  had  come  to  the  following 
Resolutions  thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Certificates  of  the  election  of  Dele- 
gates to  serve  in  this  present  Convention  for  the  Counties  of 
Accomack,  Albemarle,  Amherst,  Augusta,  Botetourt,  Bed- 
ford, Brunswick,  Caroline,  Charles  City,  Charlotte,  Chester- 
field, Cumberland,  Culpepper,  Dinwiddie,  Elizabeth  City, 
Essex,  Fauquier,  Fairfax,  Gloucester,  Goochland,  Henri- 
co, Hanover,  James  City,  Jamestown,  Isle-of- Wight,  King 
George,  King  William,  Lancaster,  Middlesex,  New-Kent, 
Northumberland ,  Northampton,  Orange,  Prince  William, 
Prince  George,  Richmond,  Stafford,  Sussex,  Warwick, 
Williamsburgh,  York,  and  the  College  of  TVilliam  and  Mary, 
are  made  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ordinance. 

Resolved,  That  the  Certificates  of  the  election  of  Dele- 


gates to  serve  in  this  present  Convention  for  the  Counties  of 
Buckingham,  Dunmore,  Fincastle,  Halifax,  Louisa,  Litr 
nenburgh,  Loudoun,  Mccklenburgh,  Nansemond,  Prince  Ed- 
ward, Pittsylvania,  Southampton,  Spottsylvania,  Surry,  and 
Westmoreland,  are  not  made  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
Ordinance. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  Certificates  of  the  election  of  Dele- 
gates for  the  Counties  of  Lunenburgh  and  Nansemond  be 
amended  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

The  Convention  being  informed  that  the  Sheriff  of  the 
County  of  King  William  hath  returned  a  Delegate  as  duly 
chosen  for  the  said  County  who  had  a  lesser  number  of  votis 
than  two  other  candidates  at  the  said  election. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  information  he  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  that  they  inquire 
into  the  truth  tliereof,  and  report  the  same,  together  with 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Carrington,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Peti- 
tion of  William  Criddle  was  referred,  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  imder  their  consideration 
the  said  Petition,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  is  reasonable,  and  that 
the  said  William  Criddle  ought  to  be  allowed  by  the  pub- 
lick  the  sum  of  £10  for  his  present  relief,  and  the  sum  of 
£10  per  annum  during  his  life,  as  a  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  his  right  arm  in  the  service  of  the  publick. 

A  Petition  of  John  Tayloe  Corbin  was  presented  to  the 
Convention,  and  read  ;  setting  forth  that  so  long  ago  as  last 
October — a  time  when  all  America,  as  well  in  Congress  as 
in  her  Colonial  Conventions,  was  expressing  her  loyalty  to 
the  King — a  time  when  no  line  of  conduct  was  pubJickiy 
marked  out — he  had  occasion  to  write  a  letter  to  Charles 
Neilson,  Esq.,  of  Urbanna,  who  was  going  to  Norfolk,  with 
a  passport  from  the  Committee  of  Middlesex,  which  original 
letter  he  begs  leave  to  submit  to  this  Convention,  with  his 
case,  and  declarations  thereon ;  that  at  the  moment  of  writing 
the  said  letter,  nor  at  any  time  since,  has  he,  even  in  idea, 
violated  or  contravened  the  measures  and  ordinances  of  his 
country,  but  is,  and  always  has  been,  determined  to  make 
them  the  rule  of  his  conduct ;  that  Major  George  Lyne,  of 
the  Minute  Battalion,  by  the  fullness  of  his  power,  issued  his 
military  orders  for  the  seizing  and  apprehending  him,  by 
which  he  was  forced  from  his  wife  and  family,  and  detained 
in  custody  four  days,  till  he  had  been  examined  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  his  County,  and  discharged  by  them,  as  not  being 
within  their  jurisdiction;  that,  conscious  of  having  never  acted 
inimical  to  his  country,  he  determined  to  submit  himself  and 
the  said  letter  to  the  Convention,  and  for  that  purpose  set 
off  from  home  and  came  to  Williamsburgh,  with  his  aged  and 
much  afflicted  father,  where  he  was  no  sooner  arrived  but  he 
was  again  arrested  by  a  military  warrant,  and  confined  in 
the  common  Guard-house ;  that  he  is  determined,  in  future, 
to  demean  himself  according  to  the  Ordinances  of^this  Con- 
vention, and  sorry  that  any  expression  in  the  said  letter 
should  give  offence,  when  none  was  intended ;  hopes  that 
his  case  may  be  speedily  inquired  into,  and  such  relief 
granted  him  as  shall  seem  just  and  right. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  that  they  inquire  into 
the  truth  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  together  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  be  confined  to  his  room,  in  the  City  of  Williams- 
burgh, under  a  proper  guard. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Publick  Claims  be  ap- 
pointed, of  the  following  persons:  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  Mr. 
Adams,  Mr.  Talbot,  Mr.  Drew,  Mr.  Tazewell,  Mr.  Benja- 
min Watkins,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Clayton,  Mr. 
Muse,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Thornton,  Mr.  Travis,  Mr.  Clapham, 
and  Mr.  Terry. 

And  they  are  to  meet  and  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and 
to  take  into  their  consideration  all  publick  claims  to  them 
referred,  and  to  report  their  proceedings,  with  their  opinions 
thereupon,  to  the  Convention  ;  and  they  are  to  have  power 
to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records,  for  their  informa- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  five  of  the  said  Committee  be  a  sufficient 
number  to  proceed  to  business. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hynd  Russell  be  appointed  Clerk  to 
the  said  Committee. 

A  Petition  of  James  Turner  and  JVilliavi  Terry  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Convention  and  read  ;  setting  forth  that,  by 
directions  of  Colonel  Armislcad  Watlington,  then  comman- 
der of  the  Militia  of  Halifax  County,  they  were  ordered  out 
with  a  party  of  soldiers  to  the  assistance  of  the  inhabitants  of 
North- Carolina,  to  suppress  the  Insurgents  at  Cross-Creek; 
that  they  were  on  duty  five  days,  and  then  discharged  by 
the  Commanding  Officer  at  Hillsborough,  and  praying,  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  the  men  under  their  command,  to 
be  allowed  such  reasonable  pay  as  their  services  shall  be 
found  to  deserve. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims,  and  that  they  do  examine  the 
matter  diereof,  and  report  the  same,  together  with  their  opi- 
nion thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Burwell  be  added  to  the  Committee 
of  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Mr.  Gray,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented  to 
the  Convention,  according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  to  amend 
an  Ordinance  entitled  An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  mode 
of  making  Tobacco  Payments  during  the  discontinuance  of 
the  Inspection  Law ;  and  the  said  Ordinance  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  Petition  of  Samuel  Boush  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  some  time  in  the  month 
of  December  last  a  Negro  man  slave,  named  Mercury,  be- 
longing to  him,  was  apprehended  for  felony,  and  soon  after, 
by  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  held  by  Colonel  Charles  Scott  and 
his  associates,  sent  to  Williamsburgh  to  be  tried  by  the 
honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety,  but  that  before  such 
trial  the  said  slave  died,  and  praying  such  allowance  for  the 
said  slave  as  shall  be  thought  reasonable. 

Also,  a  Petition  of  Samuel  Boush  and  Goodrich  Boush, 
Executors  of  Samuel  Boush,  deceased,  setting  forth,  that 
some  time  in  the  month  of  December  last  a  Negro  man  slave, 
belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  said  Samuel  Boush,  deceased, 
fled  to  Lord  Dunmore,  and  was  soon  after  taken  and  sent  to 
Williamsburgh,  but  before  trial  died,  and  praying  an  allow- 
ance for  the  said  slave. 

Also,  a  Petition  of  Arthur  Boush,  setting  forth,  that  some 
time  in  the  month  of  December  last  Harry,  a  Negro  man 
slave,  belonging  to  him,  fled  to  Lord  Dunvmre,  and  was  soon 
after  taken  and  sent  to  Williamsburgh,  but  before  trial  the 
said  slave  died,  and  praying  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the 
said  slave. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  several  Petitions  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Publick  Claims,  and  they  are  to  inquire  into 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  together  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Claitn  of  William  Smith,  for  a  Negro  man  slave,  who 
was  shot  for  refusing  to  surrender  himself  to  the  Troops 
when  required,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  order- 
ed to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims,  and 
they  are  to  report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon, to  the  Convention. 

It  appearing  to  this  Convention  that  the  contributions 
raised  in  the  different  Counties  for  the  purchase  of  Powder, 
Lead,  Flints,  and  Cartridge-Paper,  according  to  a  Resolu- 
tion of  a  former  Convention,  have  been  found  ineffectual  to 
answer  the  purposes  thereby  intended, 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  dif- 
ferent County  Committees  to  restore  to  the  people  all  such 
sums  of  money  so  contributed  as  now  remain  in  their  hands 
undisposed  of. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  May  10,  1776. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  Freeholders  and  Militia  of  the  County 
of  Chesterfield  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ; 
setting  forth,  that  they  are  at  all  times  ready,  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes,  to  defend  the  liberties  of  their  country,  and  to 
conform  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  established 
by  this  Convention ;  that  they  beg  leave  to  represent  that 
the  exemption  of  Overseers,  most  of  whom  are  young  able- 
bodied  men,  from  serving  in  the  Militia,  deprives  the  country 
of  a  considerable  part  of  the  strength  thereof,  and  praying 
that  all  Overseers  may  be  obliged  to  serve  iathe  Mihtia. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition,  and  also  the  Petition  of 
the  Freeholders  and  others  of  the  said  County  of  Chesterfield, 
presented  to  the  Convention  on  Tuesday  last,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Propositions 
and  Grievances,  and  that  they  report  the  same,  together  with 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Major-General  Lee,  and  also  a  Letter  from  Lord  Dunmore, 
relating  to  the  exchange  of  Prisoners  ;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter 
and  Resolution  of  Officers  was  referred. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Meriivether  Smith  be  added  to  the 
Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
to  encourage  the  making  Salt,  Saltpetre,  and  Gunpowder. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
to  encourage  Woollen,  Linen,  and  other  manufactures  ;  and 
that  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an 
Ordinance  to  encourage  the  making  Salt,  Saltpetre,  and 
Gunpowder,  do  also  prepare  and  bring  in  the  said  Ordi- 
nance. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Letter  from 
Major-General  Lee,  and  Resolutions  of  the  Officers ;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the 
Chair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  said 
Letter  and  Resolutions,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Re- 
solution thereupog,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Convention : 

Resolved,  That  1.300  men,  consisting  of  Minute-men  and 
Militia,  be  immediately  raised  in  the  following  Counties,  to 
wit :  Albemai-le  100,  Amherst  50,  Amelia  100,  Bedford  50, 
Brunswick  100,  Buckingham  50,  Cumberland  50,  Dinwid- 
die  50,  Charlotte  50,  Halifax  100,  Hanover  100,  Louisa 
50,  Lunenburgh  100,  Mecklenburgh  100,  Prince  Edward 
50,  Sussex  50,  Pittsylvania  150,  and  sent  to  the  assistance  of 
North- Carolina. 

And  in  case  complete  Minute  Companies  cannot  be  im- 
mediately marched,  or  in  case  defective  Companies  cannot 
be  completed  out  of  the  Militia,  the  respective  County 
Committees  are  required  and  empowered  to  appoint  such 
proper  Officers,  and  raise  their  several  quotas  of  men  in  such 
manner  as  they  shall  judge  most  likely  to  answer  this  press- 
ing occasion. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  several  Companies 
afore-mentioned,  be  formed  into  two  distinct  Battalions ;  the 
Companies  from  Amelia,  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward,  Cum- 
berland, Dinwiddle,  Hanover,  Louisa,  Mecklenburgh,  and 
Sussex,  to  be  the  first  Battalion ;  the  second  to  be  formed 
out  of  the  remaining  Companies ;  that  each  Battalion  be 
commanded  by  a  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Major, 
and  shall  be  rendezvoused  at  such  place  as  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Continental  forces  in 
the  Southern  Department,  under  whose  command  the  whole 
shall  be  while  in  service,  subject  to  the  same  regulations  as 
are  now  adopted  for  the  Militia  of  this  Colony ;  and  the 
Officers  of  the  first  Battalion  to  take  rank  of  the  others,  and 
all  vacancies  to  be  filled  according  to  seniority. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Field-Officers  and 
Captains  elect  a  Surgeon,  Quartermaster,  and  an  Adjutant, 
for  each  Battalion,  respectively ;  and  each  Surgeon  to  be 
allowed  one  Mate,  and  each  Captain  be  empowered  to  pro- 
vide subsistence  for  their  respective  Companies  on  their 
march  to  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

And  it  is  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  do 
issue  proper  Commissions  for  the  several  Officers  to  be  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  in  force  while  the  said 
Battalions  shall  be  continued  on  this  duty,  and  no  longer. 

That  a  month's  pay  for  the  Officers  and  men,  ordered  out 
as  aforesaid,  be  advanced  and  forwarded  to  the  Committees 
of  the  Counties  respectively  from  whence  the  said  Troops 
are  to  march. 

On  a  motion  made.  Ordered,  That  the  Captains  of  the 
several  Companies  so  to  be  raised,  do  impress  in  their  re- 
spective Counties  whatever  Arms  they  may  stand  in  need 
of,  having  the  same  appraised  in  the  usual  manner. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Meredith,  Esq.,  be  Colonel,  John 
Rufjin,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Richard  James,  Esq., 
Major,  of  the  fii-st  Battalion  ;  and  that  Charles  Lewis,  Esq., 
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be  Colonel,  Haynes  Morgan,  E^q.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
John  Glenn,  Esq.,  Major,  of  the  Second  Battalion ;  they 
having  been  respectively  so  elected,  by  ballot. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft"  till  to-morrow. 

A  Representation  from  the  Committee  of  the  County  of 
Au^mta  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read  ;  set- 
ting forth  the  present  unhappy  situation  of  the  country,  and, 
from  the  Ministerial  measures  of  vengeance  now  pui-suing, 
representing  the  necessity  of  making  the  Confederacy  of  the 
United  Colonies  the  most  perfect,  independent,  and  lasting ; 
and  of  framing  an  equal,  free,  and  liberal  Government,  that 
may  bear  the  test  of  all  future  ages. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Representation  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  consideration  the 
Letter  from  Major-General  Lee,  and  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Officers. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  May  11,  1776. 

A  Petition  from  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of 
the  County  o(  Lunenburgh,  was  presented  to  the  Conven- 
tion, and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  deeply  impressed 
with  a  tender  sense  and  feeling  for  the  distresses  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's good  subjects  in  this  and  the  other  Colonies  on  the 
Continent,  and  that  they  have  steadily  complied  with  the 
Ordinances  of  this  Convention,  and  that  it  is  with  reluctance 
they  find  themselves  obliged  to  petition  for  recalling  the  in- 
dulgence granted  to  Overseers,  in  exempting  them  from 
bearing  arms  in  the  Militia,  and  praying  that  the  clause  in 
the  Ordinance,  for  such  exemption,  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances  ;  and  that  they  report 
the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer  and  Mr.  Rutherford  be  added 
to  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Mr.  Digges,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  under  their  consideration  the  Petition  of  John  Tayloe 
Corbin,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  the  following 
Resolutions  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Tayloe  Corbin,  having 
discovered  in  the  said  Letter  a  disposition  unfriendly  and 
dangerous  to  the  rights  of  this  country,  ought  to  be  confined 
to  that  part  of  the  County  of  Caroline  which  lies  between 
the  Rivers  of  Pamunkey  and  Mattapony;  that  the  said  John 
Tayloe  Corbin  be  allowed  fifteen  days  from  this  time  to 
remove  himself  to  the  said  place ;  and  that  he  give  bond  and 
security,  in  the  sum  of  £10,000,  not  to  depart  without  those 
limits,  until  he  shall  be  permitted  so  to  do,  on  his  sincere 
contrition  and  future  good  behaviour,  by  the  Convention,  or 
by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  othei-s  having  the  Executive 
powers  of  Government  during  their  recess,  nor  give  intelli- 
gence to,  or  in  any  manner  aid  or  assist,  the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Tayloe  Corbin  be  discharged 
from  confinement,  on  entering  into  bond  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Digges,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported  that  the  Committee  had  examined  a  Certificate 
of  the  election  of  Delegates  for  the  County  of  Berkeley,  and 
compared  the  same  with  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ordi- 
nance, and  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  m  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Certificate  of  the  election  of  Delegates 
to  serve  in  the  present  Convention  for  the  said  County  of 
Berkeley,  is  made  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  said  Ordi- 
nance. 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Bachelor  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read  ;  setting  forth  that  on  the  8th  of  November 
last  he  was  appointed  by  the  Vestry  of  Portsmouth  Parish, 
in  Norfolk  County,  to  take  care  of  and  provide  for  the  poor 
of  that  Parish ;  that  he  hath  at  this  time  four  to  maintain, 


three  of  whom  are  blind,  and  the  fourth  totally  deprived  of 
the  use  of  her  limbs  ;  that  as  the  inhabitants  of  that  and  the 
adjacent  County  are  moving  off  with  their  families  and  ef- 
fects, and  he  being  also  settled  at  Halifax  in  North-  Carolina, 
he  prays  the  Convention  will  be  pleased  to  direct  what  steps 
he  had  best  take  to  prevent  those  unhappy  people  from 
perishing. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  and  they  are  to  report 
the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  the  several  Counties 
who  were  at  the  whole  expense  of  transporting  their  respec- 
tive quotas  of  Salt  allotted  them,  by  an  Order  of  last  Con- 
vention, do  pay  into  the  Treasury  four  shillings  per  bushel 
for  the  same,  and  no  more. 

A  Petition  of  JoA/i  Diron,  Jun.,  was  presented  to  the 
Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth  that,  being  solely  inte- 
rested by  the  warmest  motives  for  the  good  of  his  country, 
and  being  informed  of  the  scarcity  of  military  stores,  he  pro- 
posed to  the  Committee  of  Safety  the  scheme  of  a  voyage 
ibr  procuring  those  necessary  articles,  at  the  risk  of  his  life 
and  property;  that  in  February  last  he  sailed  from  this  Co- 
lony on  the  said  voyage,  in  a  vessel  of  his  own,  laden  with 
a  suitable  cargo,  which  vessel  and  cargo  were  to  be  at  the 
joint  risk  and  profit  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  himself; 
that  off"  the  Capes  of  Virginia  he  was  brought  to  by  the 
Roebuck  man-of-war,  when,  agreeably  to  his  orders,  he  threw 
overboard  all  his  papei-s  and  letters  of  credit,  and  afterwards 
was  taken  near  the  Island  of  Antigua  by  a  ship-of-war, 
where  his  vessel  and  cargo  were  confiscated,  and  he  narrowly 
escaped  being  thrown  into  a  dungeon  ;  that  all  hopes  of  suc- 
cess being  frustrated  by  the  loss  of  his  vessel,  he  determined 
to  go  to  St.  Eustatia,  where  he  had  some  acquaintance  and 
credit,  to  see  what  he  could  do  towards  supplying  the  loss 
his  country  and  himself  had  sustained  ;  that  at  St.  Eustatia 
he  prevailed  with  a  merchant  to  furnish  him  with  such  use- 
ful articles  as  the  place  furnished,  which  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  bring  safe  into  this  Colony,  to  the  value  of  £4,000, 
which  are  now  safely  landed  for  the  use  of  the  Army ;  that 
having  a  wife  and  family,  and  little  able  to  support  the  loss 
aforesaid,  he  humbly  submits  his  case  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Convention,  praying  such  relief  as  shall  be  thought  just 
and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances ; 
and  that  they  report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  Humphrey  Hendricks  was  presented  to  the 
Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of 
March  last  he  was  called  upon  by  Captain  Cocke  to  attend 
him  to  his  place  of  rendezvous,  in  order  to  dress  and  sight 
Rifles  for  his  Company;  for  which  service  he  sent  down  his 
account  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  amounting  to  £15  8s. 
4rf.,  who  reduced  the  same  to  £8,  and  praying  a  further 
allowance. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims  ;  and  that  they  do  report  the  same, 
together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Carrington,  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  laid  be- 
fore the  Convention  two  Letters  received  from  the  Dele- 
gates appointed  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Con- 
gress ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read. 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  oft"  till  Monday  next. 
Adjourned  till  Monday,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  May  13,  1776. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Meriwether  Smith  be  added  to  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections. 

A  Petition  oi  Ralph  Wormdey,  Junior,  Esquire,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth  that,  having 
received  a  message  from  Lord  Dunmore  to  attend  him,  he 
wrote  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  it  to  excuse  his  going,  but 
unfortunately  expressive  of  his  sentiments  on  the  present 
face  of  things,  which,  with  the  deepest  sorrow,  he  finds  has 
raised  the  indignation  and  drawn  the  odium  of  his  country 
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upon  him,  as  a  person  inimical  to  lier  rights  and  liberties ; 
that  for  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  this  his  native  country 
no  one  can  be  more  anxious,  nor  has  any  American  more, 
from  principle,  from  tiie  origin  of  the  unhappy  contest,  dis- 
claimed the  right  of  taxation  in  ihe  British  Parliament  over 
this  Continent ;  but  that  it  lias  been  his  greatest  misfortune 
to  difier  in  sentiments  from  the  mode  adopted  to  obtain  a  re- 
nunciation of  that  unconstitutional  claim  ;  that  with  respect 
to  the  letter,  he  begs  to  observe  that  it  was  not  written  with 
an  intention  to  be  published  to  the  world,  make  proselytes, 
or  influence  the  opinion  of  others ;  and,  as  he  never  hath 
opposed  the  publick  measures,  violated  the  Association,  or 
transgressed  the  Ordinances  of  the  Convention,  he  hopes, 
through  the  lenity  and  indulgence  of  it,  to  be  released  from 
his  wretched  state  of  confinement,  and  permitted  to  enjoy 
his  liberty,  the  most  desirable  thing  in  life,  but  where  and 
when,  he  entirely  submits  to  the  mercy  of  his  country,  pro- 
mising, on  the  word  of  a  gentleman,  in  future  to  conduct 
himself  conformably  to  the  measures  and  Ordinances  of  the 
Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privileges  and  Elections;  and  that  they  report 
the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

A  Petition  o[  Alexander  Stewart  was  presented  to  the 
Convention,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  a  volunteer 
in  Captain  George  Moffatfs  Company,  in  the  late  cam- 
paign against  the  Indians,  and  was  unfortunately  shot  by 
the  enemy  through  both  his  thighs,  in  the  engagement  on 
the  Ohio,  by  which  he  is  rendered  incapable  of  earning  his 
living:  that  he  has  an  aged  father  and  mother  who  cannot 
help  him,  or  scarcely  themselves  ;  that  when  the  Commis- 
sioners for  settling  the  affairs  of  the  campaign  were  on  that 
business,  he  was  out  on  the  River  Holsiein,  unable  to  attend 
or  get  himself  viewed  ;  that  the  said  Commissioners,  from 
the  best  information  they  could  obtain,  allowed  your  Peti- 
tioner £20  only  for  present  relief,  and  praying  some  annual 
allowance  for  his  subsistence. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims ;  that  they  inquire  into  the  truth 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  William  Lonsdale  was  presented  to  the 
Convention,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  a  volunteer 
in  Captain  George  Mojfatt's  Company,  in  the  late  expedi- 
tion against  the  Indians,  and  received  a  wound  in  his  belly 
in  the  en<;ageraent  with  them,  by  which  he  is  rendered  in- 
capable of  obtaining  a  livelihood  ;  that  he  has  no  kindred  or 
relation  in  America,  nor  anybody  to  assist  him ;  and  praying 
to  be  allowed  a  sum  of  money  annually  for  his  subsistence. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims  ;  that  they  inquire  into  the  truth 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Digges,  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  laid  before 
the  Convention  a  proposition  which  had  been  laid  before 
them  by  John  Reveley,  (or  erecting  a  Foundry  for  casting 
Cannon  ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  they  are  to  report 
the  same,  together  with  their  o])inion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

A  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Henrico 
was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that 
in  their  private  transactions  they  had  experienced  great  in- 
conveniences from  the  unequal  circulation  of  our  Paper- 
money,  the  only  currency  the  necessary  suppression  of  our 
trade  hath  left  us ;  that  they  beg  leave  to  express  their 
apprehensions  of  the  ill-consequences  that  may  attend  an 
immediate  demand  of  their  taxes,  under  their  present  inca- 
pacity to  pay  them  ;  that  the  Army  supply,  though  rendered 
as  difiusive  as  possible,  has  hitherto  been  inadequate  to  the 
purpose  of  circulating  generally  our  paper  emissions,  so  small 
a  proportion  its  consumption  must  bear  to  the  gross  produce 
of  this  country,  that,  cut  off  from  those  supplies  hitherto 
rendered  them  by  commerce  in  return  for  their  produce, 
they  now  avail  themselves  of  their  numerous  internal  re- 
sources, and  fabricate  and  manufacture  not  only  what  is 
necessary  for  their  immediate  wants,  but  everything  which 
may  be  required  for  the  subsistence  of  an  army  and  the 
operations  of  war  ;  and  therefore  humbly  soliciting  a  present 
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exemption  from  the  payment  of  pecuniary  taxes,  and  to  sug- 
gest the  great  alleviation  of  the  ()ublick  burdens  that  would 
result  from  some  wise  regulation  enabling  the  people  at  large 
to  supply,  specifically,  in  lieu  of  so  much  of  their  taxes, 
their  quota  of  whatever  may  be  requisite  for  the  Army,  whe- 
ther of  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  or  field-equipage. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  refen'ed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances  ;  and  that  they  report 
the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

Mr.  Archibald  Cary,  from  the  Connnittee  appointed  to 
prepare  an  Ordinance  to  encourage  the  making  of  Salt,  Salt- 
petre, and  Gunpowder,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had 
considered  several  proposals  for  the  making  Salt,  and  were 
of  opinion  that  large  quantities  might  be  made  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  sun,  and  that  it  is  necessary  proper  persons  should 
be  immediately  appointed  to  fix  on  convenient  places  and 
provide  necessary  materials  for  that  work,  in  the  Counties  of 
York,  Gloucester,  Elizabeth-  City,  Accomack,  Northampton, 
Northumberland,  Lancaster,  J^ansemond,  and  Isle-of-  Wight, 
and  make  report  thereof  to  the  Convention  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

Resolved,  That  Edward  Champion  Travis,  Wm.  Hewitt, 
Joseph  Davenport,  and  Henry  Howard,  be  appointed  Com- 
missioners for  the  purposes  aforesaid  in  the  County  of  York; 
Sir  John  Peyton,  Baronet,  George  Booth,  Mann  Page,  and 
John  Hobday,  in  the  County  o{  Gloucester ;  William  Ros- 
cow  Curie,  Cary  Selden,  John  Cary,  and  Miles  King,  in  the 
County  of  Elizabeth- City ;  James  Henry,  James  Arbuckle, 
Southy  Simpson,  and  Charles  Bagwell,  in  the  County  of 
Accomack;  John  Harmanson,  John  Kendall,  James  Taii, 
John  Burton,  and.Littleton  Savage,  in  the  County  o{ North- 
ampton ;  Rodham  Kenner,  Thomas  Jones,  Spencer  M.  Ball, 
and  Thomas  Gaskins,  in  the  County  of  Northumberland ; 
James  Ball,  Thomas  Bartram  Griffin,  Edward  Conway,  and 
Hugh  Brent,  in  the  County  of  Lancaster;  Willis  Riddick, 
Samuel  Cohoon,  John  King,  and  Wills  Cowper,  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Nansemond ;  Brewer  Godwin,  Tristram  Narsworthy, 
Henry  Pitt,  and  James  Peding,  in  the  County  of  Isle-of- 
Wight. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chaplain  attend  to  read  Prayere  every 
morning,  at  seven  o'clock. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a. Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  David  Mason,  Mr.  Rutherford,  and 
Mr.  Page,  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and 
Grievances. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Poythress, 
Mr.  Ilite,  Mr.  Lankford,  and  Mr.  Meriwether,  be  added  to 
the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections, 
reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  ex- 
amined a  Certificate  for  the  election  of  Delegates  for  the 
County  of  Hampshire,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Reso- 
lution thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  Certificate  for  the  election  of  Dele- 
gates to  serve  in  this  Convention  for  the  County  of  Hamp- 
shire is  made  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ordinance. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  May  14,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  from  Major-General  Lee,  to- 
gether with  the  Resolution  of  the  Officers,  formerly  laid  be- 
fore the  Convention,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
state  of  the  Colony. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony, 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Archibald  Cary  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Colony,  but,  not  having  had  time  to  go 
through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again  re 
solve  itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  further  con- 
sideration the  state  of  the  Colony. 
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Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  tlie  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported  that  the  Committee  have  had  under  their  consider- 
ation two  Petitions  to  then)  referred,  and  had  come  to  the 
following  Resolutions  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
ame  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Humphrey  Hendrick,  for 
further  allowance  for  his  services,  in  dressing  and  sighting 
Rifles  for  Captain  CocAre's  Company  of  Regulai-s,  is  reason- 
able, and  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  paid  the  sum  of 
£l  12*.  3rf.  more  than  the  allowance  already  made  him  by 
he  Committee  of  Safety  for  those  services. 

Rtsolvcd,  That  the  Petition  oi  Alexander  Stewart,  as  a 
volunteer  in  Captain  Moffatt's  Company,  who  was  wounded 
in  the  thigh  in  an  engagement  with  the  Indians  on  the  Ohio, 
and  by  means  thereof  rendered  incapable  at  present  of  get- 
ting a  livelihood  by  labour,  is  reasonable,  and  that  he  ought 
to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £5  per  annum,  for  four  yeai-s,  to- 
wards his  support. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported  that  the  Committee  have  had  under  their  consider- 
ation the  Petition  of  James  Turner  and  H'iUiam,  Terry,  to 
them  referred,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  Report,  and  come  to 
the  following  Resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

It  appears  to  the  Committee,  that,  upon  application  having 
been  made  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Orange 
County,  in  the  Province  of  North-  Carolina,  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  Halifax  County,  in  this  Colony,  for  as- 
sistance to  suppress  the  Insurgents  in  that  Province,  the 
Petitioners,  with  two  Companies  of  Militia,  were  ordered  to 
inarch  to  their  assistance,  but  before  the  Petitioners  could 
get  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  they  were  informed,  by  a 
letter  from  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Hillsborough,  that 
such  assistance  would  be  unnecessaiy,  and  they  returned 
home. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  is  reasonable,  and  that 
the  said  James  Turner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £22 
3s.  6d.,  and  the  said  William  Terry  the  sum  of  £23  lOs.  Id., 
as  pay  for  themselves  and  their  men,  and  for  Wagonage, 
Provisions,  and  Ammunition,  furnished  them. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  o(  England,  and  to  the  licensed 
Ministers  of  all  other  denominations,  that  they  preach  Chari- 
ty Sermons  at  their  respective  Churches  and  Meeting-Houses, 
and  make  collections  for  the  relief  of  our  poor  distressed  fel- 
low-subjects who  may  be  compelled,  for  the  safety  of  this 
Colony,  to  remove  from  their  habitations,  and  pay  the  con- 
tributions so  collected  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
provide  for  their  removal. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Cary  and  Mr.  Wilkinson  be 
added  to  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  May  15,  1776. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  under  their  consideration  the  Petition  of  Ralph  Worme- 
ley,  Jun.,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  there- 
upon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ralph  Wormeley  having  discover- 
ed, in  his  letter  to  John  Grymes,  a  disposition  unfriendly  and 
dangerous  to  the  rights  of  this  country,  ought  to  be  confined 
to  the  County  of  Berkeley,  and  that  part  of  his  father's  estate 
which  lies  in  the  County  of  Frederick ;  that  he  be  allowed 
twenty  days  from  this  time  to  remove  himself  to  the  said 
place,  and  that  he  give  bond  and  security,  in  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  Pounds,  not  to  depart  without  those  limits  until  he 
shall  be  permitted  so  to  do,  on  his  sincere  conti-ition  and 
future  good  behaviour,  by  the  Convention,  or  others  having 
the  Executive  powers  of  Government  during  their  recess, 
nor  give  intelligence  to,  or  in  any  manner  aid  or  assist  the 
enemy,  and  in  all  things  conduct  himself  conformably  to  the 
ineasures  and  ordinances  of  the  Convention  ;  and  that  Briga- 
dier-General Lewis  be  requested  to  send  a  subaltern  officer 
with  the  said  Wormeley  to  the  County  of  Berkeley,  at  his 
expense.     And  the  Committee  are  induced  to  agree  to  this 


Resolution,  because  the  said  Ji^ormeley  hath  asked  pardon, 
and  shown  great  contrition  for  his  unworthy  conduct. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ralph  Wormeley  be  discharo-ed 
from  his  confinement,  on  entering  into  bond  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  all  publick  claims  be  delivered  of  course 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  that  they 
report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Troops  to  seize  and  secure  any  Slaves  which 
may  be  sent  by  Lord  Dunmore,  or  any  of  the  Navy,  with 
flags  of  truce,  and  that  he  make  them  acquainted  with  his 
determination  on  this  subject. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony, 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  state 
of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions 
thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  unanimously  agreed  to,  one  hundred  and 
twelve  Members  being  present: 

Forasmuch  as  all  the  endeavours  of  the  United  Colonies, 
by  the  most  decent  representations  and  petitions  to  the  King 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  restore  peace  and  se- 
curity to  America  under  the  British  Government,  and  a  re- 
union with  that  people  upon  just  and  liberal  terms,  instead 
of  a  redress  of  grievances,  have  produced,  from  an  imperious 
and  vindictive  Administration,  increased  insult,  oppression, 
and  a  vigorous  attempt  to  effect  our  total  destruction  : — By 
a  late  act  all  these  Colonies  are  declared  to  be  in  rebellion, 
and  out  of  the  protection  of  the  British  Crown,  our  proper- 
ties subjected  to  confiscation,  our  people,  when  captivated, 
compelled  to  join  in  the  murder  and  plunder  of  their  relations 
and  countrymen,  and  all  former  rapine  and  oppression  of 
Americans  declared  legal  and  just ;  fleets  and  armies  are 
raised,  and  the  aid  of  foreign  troops  engaged  to  assist  these 
destructive  purposes ;  the  King's  representative  in  this  Co- 
lony hath  not  only  withheld  all  the  powers  of  Government 
fiom  operating  for  our  safety,  but,  having  retired  on  board  an 
armed  ship,  is  carrying  on  a  piratical  and  savage  war  against 
us,  tempting  our  slaves  by  every  artifice  to  resort  to  him,  and 
training  and  employing  them  against  their  masters.  In  this 
state  of  extreme  danger,  we  have  no  alternavtie  left  but  an 
abject  submission  to  the  will  of  those  overbearing  tyrants,  or 
a  total  separation  from  the  Crown  and  Government  oi  Great 
Britain,  uniting  and  exerting  the  strength  of  all  America  for 
defence,  and  forming  alliances  with  foreign  Powers  for  com- 
merce and  aid  in  war: — Wherefore,  appealing  to  the  Searcher 
of  hearts  for  the  sincerity  of  former  declarations  expressing 
our  desire  to  preserve  the  connection  with  that  nation,  and 
that  we  are  driven  from  that  inclination  by  their  wicked 
councils,  and  the  eternal  law  of  self-preservation : 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Delegates  appointed  to 
represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress  be  instructed  to 
propose  to  that  respectable  body  to  declare  the  United  Colo- 
nies free  and  independent  States,  absolved  from  all  allegiance 
to,  or  dependance  upon,  the  Crown  or  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain;  and  that  they  give  the  assent  of  this  Colony  to 
such  declaration,  and  to  whatever  measures  may  be  thought 
proper  and  necessary  by  the  Congress  for  forming  foreign 
alliances,  and  a  Confederation  of  the  Colonies,  at  such  time 
and  in  the  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  best :  Provided, 
That  the  power  of  forming  Government  for,  and  the  regula- 
tions of  the  internal  concerns  of  each  Colony,  be  left  to  the 
respective  Colonial  Legislatures. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  Declaration  of  Rights,  and  such  a  plan  of  Govern- 
ment as  will  be  most  likely  to  maintain  peace  and  order  in  this 
Colony,  and  secure  substantial  and  equal  liberty  to  the  people. 

And  a  Committee  was  appointed  of  the  following  gentle- 
men: Mr.  Archibald  Cary,  Mr.  Meriwether  Smith,  Mr. 
Mercer,  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Treasurer,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr. 
Dandridge,  Mr.  Edmund  Randolph,  Mr.Gilmer,  Mr.Bland, 
Mr.  Digges,  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee, 
Mr.  Cabell,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Fleming,  Mr.  Taze- 
well, Mr.  Richard  Cary,  Mr.  Bullitt,  Mr.  M'^atts,  Mr.  Ba- 
nister, Mr.  Pa^e,  Mr.  Starke,  Mv. David  Mason,  Mi:  Adams, 
Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Lewis. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  further  con- 
sideration the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  fVilliams  and  Mr.  Goode  have  leave 
to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  Convention  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow ,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday  May  16,  1776. 

A  Petition  of  George  Wray,  John  Jones,  Alexander  and 
George  Graham,  and  Henry  Sinclair,  was  presented  to  the 
Convention,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  some  time  in  the 
month  of  October  last,  the  Committee  of  the  County  ofEli- 
zabeth-City,  for  better  securing  the  Town  of  Hampton  from 
the  attacks  of  the  enemy,  thought  proper  to  stop  up  the  navi- 
gation of  Hampton  River,  by  sinking  some  vessels  in  its  chan- 
nel, which  measure  was  first  communicated  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  and  by  them  approved  ;  that  their  vessels  were 
taken  by  order  of  the  Committee  for  the  said  County  o{ Eli- 
zabeth-City, and  praying  to  be  allowed  for  the  same  what- 
ever should  appear  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims  ;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same, 
together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  Benjamin  Bucktrout  was  presented  to  the 
Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth  that,  at  the  instance 
and  persuasion  of  several  principal  gentlemen  of  the  coun- 
try, he  hath  erected  a  Powder-Mill  in  the  City  of  Williams- 
burgh,  and  prepared  every  necessary  utensil  for  the  same, 
with  much  cost  and  labour;  that  he  entered  upon  the  busi- 
ness from  a  regard  for  the  publick  good,  and  always  deter- 
mined to  make  an  offer  of  it  to  the  country  should  it  suc- 
ceed, and  sustain  the  loss  of  his  time  and  labour  should  it 
fail ;  that  he  hath  brought  the  said  Mill  to  perfection,  and 
fitted  it  in  all  respects  for  use,  and  now  begs  leave  to  offer  it 
to  the  publick  on  such  terms  as  shall  bethought  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances  ;  and  that  they  report 
the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  David  Mason,  Mr.  Riddick,  Mr.  Ro- 
binson, and  Mr.  Thorovghgood,  be  added  to  the  Committee 
of  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  McDowell,  and  Mr. 
Bullitt,  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and 
Grievances. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McDowell  and  Mr.  Boioyer  be  added 
to  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims. 

Mr.  Henry,  from  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and 
Grievances,  reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  Petition  of  John 
Ballendine,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  the  follow- 
ing Resolution  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  the  said  John  Ballendine. 
be  rejected. 

A  Petition  of  John  Ballendine  and  John  Reveley  was 
presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that 
they  have  jointly  contracted  for  a  very  valuable  Iron  Mine, 
below  the  Seven-Islands,  and  within  a  mile  of  James  River, 
convenient  to  a  constant  stream  of  water,  sufficient  for  a 
blast  furnace,  near  the  said  Mine,  and  have  also  discovered 
and  engaged  some  valuable  Coal  Mines,  near  the  said  river, 
conveniently  situated  for  extensive  works  of  that  nature ; 
and,  being  themselves  well  acquainted  with  various  branches 
of  the  Iron  business,  and  knowing  the  great  necessity  for 
promoting  such  works  at  this  juncture,  they  hope  the  Con- 
vention will  contribute  such  assistance  as  will  enable  them 
to  prosecute  the  said  undertaking  to  advantage. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  who  are  to  report 
the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Rutherford,  and  Mr. 
Watkins,  be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare 
a  Declaration  of  Rights,  and  such  a  plan  of  Government  as 
will  be  most  likely  to  maintain  peace  and  order  in  this  Colony, 
and  secure  substantial  and  equal  liberty  to  the  people. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Washington  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  an  Ordinance  to  encourage  the 
making  of  Salt,  Saltpetre,  and  Gunpowder. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read. 
Ordered.  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Saturday  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  desired  to 
lay  before  the  Convention  a  list  of  the  armed  Vessels  now 
fitting  out  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  with  a  state  of  the 
condition  they  are  in,  and  an  account  of  the  Cannon,  Arms, 
and  Ammunition,  provided  for  them. 

Mr  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
examined  into  the  cases  of  Josias  Rogers,  William  Bliss, 
and  David  Ramsay,  prisoners,  confined  in  the  publick  Jail, 
and  had  agreed  upon  a  Report,  and  come  to  the  following 
Resolutions  thereupon  ;  whicii  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

It  appears  that  Josias  Rogers  was  a  mate  in  the  Roebuck 
ship  of  war,  which  had  taken  a  vessel  bound  from  Cape 
Francois  to  Philadelphia,  into  which  he  was  put  as  prize- 
master;  that  the  sailors  rose  against  him,  and,  the  vessel 
running  on  shore,  he  was  taken  prisoner.  That  William 
Bliss  was  a  soldier  in  Captain  Pickett's  company  of  Pro- 
vincials ;  and  that  he  had  deserted  to  I^ord  Dunmore,  and 
returned  again.  ThaX  David  Ramsay  -was  a  sailor  in  a  ves- 
sel belonging  to  Joseph  Scott,  in  the  County  o( Nansemond, 
which  was  taken  by  the  enemy;  that  the  said  David  Ramsay 
was  afterwards  employed  by  the  Provincial  prisoners,  who 
were  put  on  board  that  vessel,  to  provide  them  with  fresh 
provisions,  and  that  the  said  Ramsay  was  active  in  procuring 
such  provisions,  and,  having  a  pass  from  Anthony  Lawson 
to  come  on  shore  in  quest  of  some  vegetables,  he  was  taken 
and  sent  to  Jail. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Josias  Rogers  is  a  prisoner-of- 
war,  and  that  this  Resolution  be  communicated  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Bliss  appears  to  be 
guilty  of  desertion,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  delivered  over 
to  the  Commanding  Officer,  to  whom  the  Resolution  should 
also  be  communicated. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  David  Ramsay  be  discharged. 

Adjourned  till  Saturday,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  May  18,  1776. 
The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Colonel  Woodford,  advising  him  that  some  of  our  friends 
who  had  been  taken  prisoners  by  Lord  Dunmore,  and  had 
been  admitted  to  go  on  shore  on  their  parole,  had  declined 
returning  agreeably  thereto ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  laid  before 
the  Convention  a  Representation  from  Mr.  Charles  Lynch, 
setting  forth,  that  he  had  discovered  rocks  greatly  impreg- 
nated with  Saltpetre  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  country,  from 
which,  with  some  assistance  from  the  publick,  he  could  col- 
lect very  considerable  quantities  of  Saltpetre ;  which  being 
read, 

Resolved,  That  the  Slaves,  now  prisoners  in  the  publick 
Jail,  be  delivered  to  the  said  Charles  Lynch,  to  enable  him 
to  carry  on  the  making  of  Saltpetre  at  the  rocks  mentioned 
in  his  representation  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  the 
sum  of  £50  be  advanced  to  him ;  and  that  he  be  at  liberty 
to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  any  further  sum,  not  exceeding 
£500,  which  he  may  find  necessary  for  carrying  on  this  bu- 
siness with  alacrity ;  provided  he  give  bond,  with  sufficient 
security,  for  the  repayment  of  what  he  shall  so  receive  and 
draw  for,  together  with  the  reasonable  hire  of  the  Negroes  and 
Powder,  at  the  price  of  six  shillings  per  pound,  out  of  the  first 
he  shall  make,  to  be  delivered  at  New-London,  if  required. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  if  the  said  Charles  Lynch 
shall  find  it  convenient  to  spare  any  of  the  said  Slaves,  now, 
or  in  future,  that  he  be  at  liberty  to  forward  them  to  the 
Manager  of  the  Lead  Mines,  there  to  be  employed  for  the 
publick  use ;  and  that  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  troops 
in  the  City  of  Williaimburgh  be  desired  to  furnish  a  proper 
guard  to  convey  the  said  Slaves  to  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  Militia  in  the  County  of  Charles-City,  and  that  the 
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Comniantling  Officers  of  thfe  Militia  of  tiie  several  Counties 
throiK'li  which  the  said  Slaves  are  to  be  conducted,  do  also 
furnish  such  guard  in  their  respective  Counties. 

Mr.  Digges,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
inquired  into  the  information  touching  the  election  of  Dele- 
gates for  the  County  of  iS;i^  William,  to  them  referred,  and 
that  it  appeared  to  them,  from  the  poll  taken  at  the  said  elec- 
tion, by  Owen  Gwathney,  Gent.,  Sheriff  of  the  said  County, 
that  at  the  close  thereof  the  number  of  votes  stood  as  fol- 
lows: For  H'illiam  Ayktt  78,  Richard  Squire  Taylor  7.3, 
Carter  Braxton  ^id ;  and  it  also  appeared,  from  the  testi- 
mony of  the  said  Owen  Gicathncy,  that  some  time  before 
the  poll  was  closed  Mr.  Ayktt  declined  standing  a  candi- 
date, and  made  a  publick  declaration  to  that  purpose,  de- 
siring Mr.  Braxton  might  be  elected  ;  that,  after  Mr.  Aylett's 
resignation,  he  made  proclamation  several  times  for  the  free- 
holders to  come  in  and  vote  before  he  closed  the  poll ;  that 
it  further  appeared,  from  the  testimony  o( Benjamin  Temple, 
that  he,  with  many  others  who  had  voted  at  the  election, 
applied  to  Mr.  Aylett  during  the  poll,  and  desired  he  would 
decline  in  favour  of  Mr.  Braxton,  which  he  accordingly  did, 
and  the  people  seemed  generally  well  pleased  that  Mr.  Brax- 
ton should  be  returned  a  Delegate,  but  that  there  was  not  a 
sufficient  number  who  had  not  voted  to  have  elected  Mr. 
Braxton ;  and  in  case  the  poll  had  been  continued,  most  of 
them  would  have  voted  for  Mr.  Taylor;  that  Mr.  Dandridge 
CUtibome  had  been  proposed  as  a  sub-Delegate,  but  on  hear- 
ing Mr.  Taylor  was  a  candidate,  declined  ;  that  the  poll  was 
kept  open  as  long  as  any  pei'son  would  come  in  and  vote, 
and  that  the  Sheriff,  before  he  closed  it,  made  publication 
several  times  for  the  freeholders  to  come  and  vote  ;  and  that, 
in  any  event,  Mr.  Taylor  would  have  been  elected  ;  that  it 
further  appeared,  from  the  testimony  of  Drury  Ragsdale, 
that  after  Mr.  Aylett  declined  there  was  a  sufficient  number, 
in  his  opinion,  to  set  Mr.  Braxton  before  Mr.  Aylett ;  that 
many  who  did  not  vote  after  Mr.  AyletCs  resignation  looked 
on  it  to  be  unnecessary,  considering  Mr.  Braxton  as  elected 
of  course ;  that  the  poll  was  kept  open  a  considerable  time 
after  the  people  declined  going  in  to  vote ;  that  the  depo- 
nent informed  many,  while  the  poll  was  taking,  of  the  con- 
sequences of  leaving  Mr.  Braxton  out ;  that,  for  some  time 
after  the  poll  was  began,  Mr.  Braxton's  friends  were  back- 
ward in  giving  their  votes,  but  afterwards  they  exerted  them- 
selves to  promote  his  interest ;  that  the  deponent,  with  Mr. 
Fox,  the  day  after  the  election,  was  making  a  calculation 
how  many  persons  were  at  the  election  who  did  not  vote, 
and  they  made  the  number  about  forty-two,  which  would 
mostly  have  voted  for  Mr.  Braxton  and  Mr.  Aylett ;  but 
that,  in  any  event,  Mr.  Taylor  would  have  been  elected ; 
that  it  also  appeared,  from  the  testimony  of  James  Quarks, 
that  he  did  not  vote  at  the  election,  on  account  of  Mr.  Ay- 
lett's resignation ;  that  he  thought,  until  the  day  of  the  elec- 
tion, that  Mr.  Taylor  offered  only  as  a  sub-Delegate,  and 
many  people  in  the  Lower  Parish  thought  as  he  did  ;  that 
it  further  appeared,  from  the  testimony  of  Archibald  Govan, 
that  he  did  not  vote  at  the  election,  thinking  Mr.  Braxton 
could  not  get  a  sufficient  number  of  votes  to  elect  him ;  but 
in  case  he  had  voted,  it  would  have  been  for  Mr.  Braxton ; 
that  on  Mr.  Aylett's  resignation  in  favour  of  Mr.  Braxton, 
the  people,  in  general,  seemed  to  be  well  pleased  ;  that 
before  Mr.  Aylett  resigned,  Mr.  Braxton  had  not  liiends 
enough  to  set  liim  before  Mr.  Aylett  or  Mr.  Taylor ;  but 
some  were  of  a  different  opinion ;  but  that,  in  any  event, 
Mr.  7flfyfor  would  have  been  elected  ;  and  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Aylett  and  Richard 
Sqttire  Taylor  are  duly  elected  Delegates  for  the  said  Coun- 
ty of  King  William. 

Ordered,  That  the  Sheriff  do  amend  the  Certificate  of 
the  election  of  Delegates  for  the  said  County  of  King  Wil- 
Uam,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  Resolution. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Blair  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  state 
of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions 


thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deli- 
vered in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regular  forces, 
raised  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and 
stationed  in  the  Counties  oi  Northampton  and  Accomack, 
be  augmented,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  Major- 
General  Lee,  by  the  addition  of  three  Companies,  to  be 
raised  in  the  said  Counties ;  and  that  the  Committee  for  the 
County  of  Northampton  do  proceed  to  appoint  a  Captain 
and  the  Subaltern  Officers  to  one  Company,  and  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  County  of  Accomack  two  Captains  and  the 
Subaltern  Officers  for  two  of  the  said  Companies. 

Resolved,  That  such  of  our  friends  as,  having  been  made 
prisoners  of  war  by  Lord  Dunmore,  have  been  permitted  by 
him  to  go  on  shore  upon  their  parole,  agreeably  to  the  usage 
of  nations,  and  decline  now  to  return  according  to  their  en- 
gagement, ought  to  be  compelled  so  to  do ;  and  the  Com- 
manding Officer  is  required  to  demand  the  same  of  Lord 
Dunmore,  on  bis  part. 

On  a  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will, 

on  Monday  next,  again  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take 
into  their  further  consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  part  of  America  call- 
ed Transylvania,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ; 
setting  forth,  that  they  became  settlers  in  that  country  in  con- 
sequence of  the  advantageous  report  of  their  friends  who 
explored  it ;  and  othere  have  been  allured,  by  the  specious 
show  of  the  easy  terms  on  which  the  lands  were  to  be  grant- 
ed, by  those  who  styled  themselves  the  Proprietors,  have,  at 
great  expense,  and  many  hardships,  made  settlements  there, 
under  an  expectation  of  an  undoubted  title,  which  those  gen- 
tlemen assured  them  they  could  make.  That  they  are  greatly 
alarmed  at  their  late  conduct,  in  advancing  the  terms  of  grant- 
ing the  lands  from  twenty  to  fifty  shillings,  sterhng,  and  the 
exorbitant  and  increased  fees  of  entry  and  surveying ;  and 
by  the  short  period  prefixed  for  taking  up  the  lands  even  on 
those  terms,  they  plainly  evince  an  intention  of  rising  in  their 
demands ;  and  that  they  are  the  more  alarmed  at  such  un- 
just and  arbitrary  proceedings,  as  they  are  lately  informed, 
by  a  copy  of  a  deed  made  by  the  Six  Nations  to  Sir  ifil- 
liam  Johnson  and  the  Commissioners  from  this  Colony,  at 
Fort  Stanwix,  in  the  year  1768,  for  all  the  lands  which  lie 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Ohio,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of 
Cherokee  or  Hogohege  River,  and  extending  up  the  said 
River  to  Kittaning ;  and  as,  in  the  said  deed,  the  said  con- 
federate Indians  declare  the  Cherokee  River  to  be  their  true 
boundary  with  the  southward  Indians,  they  do,  with  great 
reason,  doubt  the  validity  of  the  purchase  those  Proprietors 
have  made  of  the  Cherokees,  the  only  title  they  set  up  to 
the  lands  for  which  they  demand  such  exorbitant  sums  of 
money.  That  they  cannot  help  thinking  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Henderson  and  his  Company  as  highly  unjust ;  and  as  they 
are  anxious  to  concur,  in  every  respect,  with  their  brethren 
of  the  United  Colonies,  in  every  measure  for  the  recovery 
of  their  rights  and  liberties,  as  far  as  their  infant  settlement 
and  remote  situation  will  admit,  they  humbly  expect  and 
implore  to  be  taken  under  the  protection  of  the  Convention 
of  Virginia,  of  which  they  cannot  but  consider  themselves 
a  part,  and  either  adopt  such  means  for  their  relief  as  shall 
be  judged  most  expedient,  or,  if  it  be  apprehended  that  their 
case  comes  more  properly  before  the  Congress,  that  the  Con- 
vention would  be  pleased  to  recommend  it  to  their  Delegates 
to  espouse  the  same  as  the  cause  of  this  Colony.* 

*To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  o/ Virginia. 
The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants,  a?id  some  of  the  intended  Settlers,  of 
that  part  o/Nouth-Amkhica  noto  denominated  Trassylvania,  hum- 
bly shotveih : 

Whereas  some  of  your  Petitioners  became  adventurers  in  that  country 
from  the  advantageous  reports  of  their  friends  who  first  explored  it,  and 
others  since,  allured  by  the  specious  show  of  the  easy  terms  on  which  the 
land  was  to  be  purchased  from  those  who  style  themselves  Proprietors, 
have,  at  a  great  expense,  and  many  hardships,  settled  there,  under  the 
faith  of  holding  the  lands  by  an  indefeasible  title,  which  those  gentle- 
men assured  them  they  were  capable  of  making.  But  your  Petitioners 
have  been  greatly  alarmed  at  the  late  conduct  of  those  gentlemen,  in  ad- 
vancing the  price  of  the  purchase-money  from  twenty  shillings  to  fifty 
shillings,  sterling,  per  hundred  acres,  and  at  the  same  time  have  increased 
the  fees  of  entry  and  surveying  to  a  most  exorbitant  rate ;  and,  by  the 
short  period  prefixed  for  taking  up  the  lands,  even  on  those  extravagant 
terms,  they  plainly  evince  their  intentions  of  rising  in  their  demands  as 
the  settlers  increase,  or  their  insatiable  avarice  shall  dictate.  .And  your 
Petitioners  have  been  more  justly  alarmed  at  such  unaccountable  and 
arbitrary  proceedings,  as  tliey  have  lately  learned,  from  a  copy  of  the 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition,  together  with  the  seve- 
ral papers  relating  thereto,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  George  Mason  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  to  the  Committee 
of  Propositions  and  Giievances,  and  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a  Declaration  of  Rights,  and  such  a  form 
of  Government  as  will  be  most  likely  to  maintain  peace  and 
order  in  this  Colony,  and  secure  substantial  and  equal  liberty 
to  the  people. 

A  Petition  of  Robert  Adam  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read  ;  setting  forth  that,  notwithstanding  the  soil 
and  climate  of  this  country  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  pro- 
ducing flax  and  hemp,  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  linen  of 
all  kinds,  to  the  great  distress  of  the  people,  which  will  be 
increased  by  the  great  demand  and  consumption  of  coarse 
linens  and  sail-cloth  in  the  American  armies  and  fleets,  hith- 
erto supplied  in  a  precarious  manner,  and  at  an  exorbitant 
price;  that  these  evils  are  like  to  continue  during  our  pre- 
sent contest  and  stagnation  of  trade,  unless  removed  by  the 
encouragement  and  patronage  of  the  publick ;  that  there 

deed  made  by  the  Six  J\%tiotis,  with  Sir  miliam  Johnson  and  the  Com- 
missioners from  this  Colony,  at  Fort  Strnvaix,  in  the  year  1768,  that  the 
said  lands  were  included  in  the  cession  or  grant  of  all  that  tract  which 
lies  on  the  south  side  of  the  River  Ohio,  beginning  at  the  moulh  of  Che- 
rokee or  Ilogohege  River,  and  extending  up  the  said  River  to  A'ilta- 
ning.  And  as  in  the  preamble  of  the  said  deed  the  said  confederate 
Indians  declare  the  Cherokee  River  to  be  their  true  boundary  with  the 
southward  Inilians,  your  Petitioners  may,  with  great  reason,  doubt  the 
validity  of  the  purchase  that  those  Proprietors  have  made  of  the  Chero- 
kees, — the  only  title  they  set  up  to  the  lands  for  which  they  demand  such 
extravagant  sums  from  your  Petitioners,  without  any  ether  assurance 
for  holding  them  than  their  own  deed  and  warranty — a  poor  security,  as 
your  Petitioners  humbly  apprehend,  for  the  money  that,  among  other 
new  and  unreasonable  regulations,  these  Proprietors  insist  should  be  paid 
down  on  the  delivery  of  the  deed.  And  as  we  have  the  greatest  reason 
to  presume  that  his  Majesty,  to  whom  the  lands  were  deeded  by  the  Six 
J\'ations,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  will  vindicate  his  title,  and  think 
himself  at  liberty  to  grant  them  to  such  persons  and  ou  such  terms  as  he 
pleases,  your  Petitioners  would  in  consequence  thereof  be  turned  out  of 
possession,  or  obliged  to  purchase  their  lands  and  improvements  on  such 
terms  as  the  new  grantee  or  proprietor  might  think  tit  to  impose,  so  that 
we  cannot  help  regarding  the  demand  of  Mr.  Henderson  and  his  Com- 
pany as  highly  unjust  and  impolitick,  in  the  infant  state  of  the  settle- 
ment, as  well  as  greatly  injurious  to  your  Petitioners,  who  would  cheer- 
fully have  paid  the  consideration  at  first  stipulated  by  the  Company, 
whenever  their  grant  had  been  confirmed  by  the  Crown,  or  otherwise 
authenticated  by  the  Supreme  Legislature. 

And  as  we  are  anxious  to  concur  in  every  respect  with  our  brethren 
of  the  United  Colonies  for  our  just  rights  and  privileges,  as  far  as  our 
infant  settlement  and  remote  situation  will  admit  of,  we  humbly  expect 
and  implore  to  be  taken  under  the  protection  of  the  honourable  Conven- 
tion of  tbe  Colony  of  Virginia,  of  which  we  cannot  help  thinking  our- 
selves still  a  part,  and  request  your  kind  interposition  in  our  behalt,  that 
we  may  not  suffer  under  the  rigorous  demands  and  impositions  of  the 
gentlemen  styling  themselves  Proprietors,  who,  the  better  to  effect  their 
oppressive  designs,  huve  given  them  the  colour  of  a  law,  enacted  by 
a  score  of  men,  artfully  picked  from  the  few  adventurers  who  went 
to  see  the  country  last  summer,  overawed  by  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hen- 
derson. And  that  you  would  take  such  measures  as  your  Honours  in 
your  wisdom  shall  judge  most  expedient  for  restoring  peace  and  har- 
mony to  our  divided  settlement ;  or,  if  your  Honours  apprehend  that  our 
case  comes  more  properly  before  the  honourable  the  General  Congress, 
that  you  would  in  your  goodness  recommend  the  same  to  your  worthy 
Delegates  to  espouse  it  as  the  cause  of  the  Colony.  And  your  Petition- 
ers, &c. 

James  Harrod,  Silas  Harland,  William  Shepaid, 

Abni.  Hite,  Jun.  William  Harrod,  William  House, 

Patrick  Uurane,  Levi  Harrod,  John  Dun, 

Ralph  Nailor,  John  Mills,  John  Sim,  Sen., 

Robert  Atkinson,  Elijah  Mills,  John  House, 

Robert  Nailor,  Jehu  Harlaiid,  Sime.  House, 

John  Maxfeld,  Leonard  Cooper,  Andrew  House, 

Samuel  Poltinger,  William  Rice,  William  Hartley, 

Barnerd  Waliir,  Arthur  Ingram,  Thomas  Uean, 

Hugh  .McMillion,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Owan, 

John  Kilpatrick,  William  Wood,  Barnet  Neal, 

Robert  book,  Joseph  Lyons,  John  Severn, 

Edward  Brownfield,  George  Uland,  James  Hugh, 

John  Bcesor,  Michael  Thomas,  James  Calley, 

Conrad  Woolter,  Adam  Smith,  Joseph  Parkison, 

John  Moore,  Samuel  Thomas,  Jediah  Ashraft,  ' 

John  Corbie,  Henry  'I'homas,  John  Hardin, 

Abraham  Vanmelrc,  William  Myars,  Archibald  Reves, 

Samuel  Moore,  Peter  Paul,  Moses  Thomas, 

Isaac  Pritcherd,  Henry  Simons,  J.  Zebulon  Collins, 

Joseph  Gwyne,  WilUam  Gaffata,  Thomas  Parkison,' 

Charles  Crecraft,  James  Hugh,  William  Muckleroy, 

James  Willie,  Thomas  Bathugh,  Meridith  Helm,  Jun., 

John  Camron,  John  Connway,  Andrew  House, 

Thomas  Kenady,  William  Crow,  David  Brooks, 

Jesse  Pigman,  William  Fields,  John  Helm, 

Simon  Moore,  Benjamin  Davis,  Benjamin  Parkison, 

John  Moore,  Bcniah  Dunn,  William  Parkison, 

Thomas  Moore,  Adam  Keelson,  WiUiam  Crow. 
Herman  Consoley, 


are  many  families  who,  though  capable  of  raisins  flax  and 
hemp,  are  unacquainted  with  the  different  branches  of  dress- 
ing, spinning,  and  weaving,  but  would  be  induced  to  go 
largely  into  it,  if,  by  the  establishment  of  linen  manufacto- 
ries, they  were  certain  of  a  market  for  their  commodities,  in 
their  diflerent  states  of  perfection  ;  tliat  if  the  Church-War- 
dens were  empowered  to  bind  poor  orphan  children  appren- 
tices to  such  manufactories,  it  would  not  only  be  a  means  of 
spreading  the  knowledge  of  so  useful  a  business,  but  em|)loy 
numbei-s  of  poor  people  who  now  are,  or  may  soon  become, 
a  charge  to  their  respective  Parishes ;  that  he  has  formeriy 
been  accustomed  to  the  linen  tnanufactory,  and  is  acquainted 
with  the  method  of  carrying  it  on  in  some  parts  of  Great 
Britain,  and  will  undertake  to  set  up  and  carry  on  a  linen 
manufactory  with  twenty  looms,  and  a  sufficient  number  of 
spinning-wheels,  and  other  necessary  implements  and  hands, 
to  keep  die  said  looms  constantly  at  work,  upon  the  coun- 
try's advancing  him,  on  sufficient  security  for  six  years,  with- 
out interest,  a  capital  sum  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  said 
manufactory  for  one  year,  the  money  to  be  repaid  in  six 
equal  annual  payments,  in  coarse  linen  or  sail-cloth  by  him 
manufactured,  at  such  reasonable  rates  or  prices  as  shall  be 
stated  by  the  Convention,  or  Commissioners  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  unless  the  said  manufactory  should  happen  to 
be  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  in  which  case  he  should  expect 
to  be  indemnified  his  actual  loss ;  that  he  conceives  the  sum 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  said  manufactory  for  one  year 
would  amount  to  about  £1,700,  as  may  appear  from  the 
estimate  thereof,  to  which  he  refers. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordinance  to 
encourage  Woollen,  Linen,  and  other  Manufactories. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  George  Mason  be  added  to  the  said> 
Committee,  and  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  an  Ordinance  to  encourage  the  making  of  Salt,  Salt- 
petre, and  Gunpowder. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  May  20,  1776. 

A  Petition  of  William  Finnie  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  some  time  in  June  last 
he  was  appointed  Keeper  of  the  Magazine  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Colony,  in  which  office  he  acted  until  the 
28th  day  of  October,  when  the  Committee  of  Safety  were 
pleased  to  appoint  him  Deputy  Quartermaster ;  that  during 
his  continuance  in  office  he  diligently  attended  at  the  Maga- 
zine, and  delivered  out  several  hundred  muskets  and  other 
arms  to  the  different  Counties ;  that  he  was  shortly  after 
deputed  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  collect  all  the  publick 
arms  throughout  the  Colony,  and  that  in  consequence  thereof, 
and  through  his  diligence,  he  collected  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred complete  stand  belonging  to  the  country,  exclusive  of 
those  he  delivered  out ;  and  that  the  sum  of  £25  was  allowed 
by  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  part  for  his  services  in  collect- 
ing the  arms,  but  they  referred  him,  for  a  further  allowance 
for  his  trouble,  both  in  the  collection  of  the  arms  and  as 
Keeepr  of  the  Magazine,  to  this  Convention,  and  praying 
such  additional  allowance  as  may  be  judged  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims ;  that  they  inquire  into  the  truth 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Dr.  Skinner  to  Brigadier- General  Lewis,  recommending  a 
further  provision  to  be  made  for  the  Surgeons  and  Surgeons' 
Mates. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  John  Goodrich,  Jun.,  be  discharged  from 
custody,  on  entering  into  bond,  with  security,  in  the  penalty 
of  £1,000,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  immediately  to  re- 
pair to  the  Plantation  of  WiUiam  Harwood,  Gentleman,  in 
the  County  of  Warwick,  and  confine  himself  within  three 
miles  thereof  until  the  3d  day  of  June  next,  and  then  ap- 
pear before  the  Committee  of  Safety,  in  the  City  of  Wil- 
liamsburgh,  in  order  to  be  examined  touching  his  conduct, 
and  abide  by  such  determination  as  shall  be  made  thereoa 
by  the  Convention. 

An  Advertisement,  signed  by  a  certain  George  Morgan, 
for  setting  up  a  Land  Office,  to  issue  Warrants  for  Survey- 
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ing,  and  containing  proposals  for  granting  lands  within  the 
limits  and  territory  of  Virginia,  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  said  Advertisement  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  Convention  being  informed  that  William  Aylett,  Esq., 
a  Delegate  for  the  County  of  King  William,  had  accepted  a 
military  post  of  profit  in  the  Continental  Army,  by  which  his 
seat  in  this  Convention  is  become  vacated, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  information  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  that  they  in- 
quire into  the  truth  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  together 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
County  o(  Mecklenburgh  was  presented  to  tlie  Convention, 
and  read;  setting  forth,  that  the  exemption  allowed  to  Over- 
seers from  attending  musters,  and  being  drafted  as  Militia, 
by  an  Ordinance  of  the  last  Convention,  tended  greatly  to 
weaken  the  Militia,  many  persons  having  become  Overseers 
in  order  to  screen  themselves  from  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try, and  praying  that  the  said  Ordinance,  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  the  said  exemption,  may  be  repealed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  they  are  to  report 
the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kenner  be  added  to  the  Committees  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances  and  Privileges  and  Elections. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ou  the  state  of  the  Colony, 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  state 
of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions 
thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

It  appearing  to  the  Committee  that  proper  Surgeons  and 
Mates  cannot  be  engaged  for  the  Continental  Troops  in  this 
Colony  at  the  pay  allowed  by  the  General  Congress,  and 
that  two  Mates  are  necessary  for  each  Regiment, 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  expense  of  one  Mate  to 
each  Regiment,  and  the  additional  pay  of  the  Surgeon  and 
Mate,  so  as  to  bring  the  Congress  allowance  to  that  esta- 
blished by  this  Convention,  ought  at  present  to  be  defrayed 
by  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  four  Troops  of  Horse  be  raised,  for  the 
better  security  and  defence  of  this  Colony ;  that  the  Officers 
and  Troopers,  at  their  own  expense,  provide  their  Horses, 
Arms,  and  Accoutrements,  and  be  allowed  a  reasonable  pay 
and  proper  subsistence,  and  be  paid  for  such  Horses  as  are 
killed  or  taken  by  the  enemy. 

A  Petition  of  William  Chapman  and  George  Slaughter 
was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read;  setting  Ibrth, 
that  in  the  year  1774  they  were  appointed  to  the  command 
of  two  Companies  of  Militia  which  were  drafted  and  ordered 
out  on  the  Indian  expedition,  which  Companies  were  at 
the  draft  complete,  but  were  greatly  reduced  afterwards  by 
desertion  and  otherwise  before  they  arrived  at  the  place  of 
general  rendezvous ;  that  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
settle  the  several  accounts  relating  to  that  expedition  thought 
it  reasonable  when  they  met  to  allow  them  and  their  subal- 
tern officers  their  full  pay,  according  to  the  rank  tiiey  held 
in  the  Army,  notwithstanding  the  deficiency  of  their  Com- 
panies ;  but  when  they  came  to  receive  their  pay,  they  were 
surprised  to  find  the  first  determination  of  the  Commission- 
ers had  been  altered,  and  the  pay  of  the  several  officei-s 
reduced,  and  praying  such  relief  as  should  appear  to  be  just 
and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims,  and  that  they  report  the  same, 
together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  David  Mason  and  Mr.  Scott  be 
added  to  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  their  further  con- 
sideration the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  May  21,  1776. 

The  Convention  being  informed  that  Gabriel  Penn,  Esq., 
who  is  returned  a  Delegate  for  the  County  of  Amherst,  at 
present  holds  the  office  of  Deputy  Sheriff  of  the  said  Coun- 
ty, and  is  thereby  rendered  incapable  of  sitting  and  voting 
in  this  Convention : 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  said  information  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  that  they  in- 
quire into  the  truth  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  together 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  fVilliam  Presto7i  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  having  the  command 
of  the  Militia  in  the  County  oi Fincastle,  he  received  orders 
from  Lord  Dunmore,  the  '24th  of  May,  1774,  to  imbody 
the  Militia  of  said  County,  and  take  every  possible  measure 
for  the  defence  of  the  inhabitants,  as  a  war  with  the  Indians 
at  that  time  seemed  unavoidable  ;  that,  during  the  course  of 
the  summer,  he  not  only  received  orders  to  send  out  the 
Militia  on  the  frontiei-s,  but  to  raise  a  number  of  men  to  send 
on  an  expedition  against  the  Shawancse,  which  orders  he 
executed  with  the  greatest  punctuality,  and  in  the  execution 
thereof  employed  his  whole  time  and  attention,  from  the 
ii4th  May  to  the  7th  of  November  following,  when  he  dis- 
charged the  men  upon  duty  on  the  frontiers ;  and  praying 
such  reasonable  compensation  for  his  trouble  and  services  as 
they  shall  be  found  to  deserve. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims,  and  that  they  report  the  same, 
together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony, 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  state 
of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions 
thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deliver- 
ed in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  such  Indian  Warriors  of  the  neighbouring 
tribes  as  are  willing  be  engaged  in  the  service  of  this  coun- 
try, provided  the  number  so  to  be  engaged  doth  not  exceed 
two  hundred,  to  be  marched  down  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Regular  forces  on  the  Eastern  quarter. 

Resolved,  That  John  Gibson,  Esq.,  be  desired  to  negotiate 
with  the  Ohio  or  Western  Indians,  and  inform  them  of  the 
friendly  sentiments  of  this  country  towards  them,  and  of  the 
purport  of  the  foregoing  Resolution  for  calling  in  their  as- 
sistance, and  that  the  same  is  warranted  and  directed  by 
the  Resolution  of  the  General  Congress  of  the  1st  day  of 
July  last. 

Resolved,  That  the  neighbouring  friendly  Indians  on  the 
Ohio  be  assured  that  if  any  encroachments  have  been  made 
by  the  people  of  this  country  upon  their  lands,  beyond  the 
boundary  established  by  the  Treaty  held  at  Fort  Stamcix, 
they  have  been  without  our  concurrence,  and  shall  be  re- 
moved. 

Resolved,  That  one  hundred  men,  under  the  command 
of  proper  officers,  be  forthwith  raised  in  the  County  of  fin- 
castle,  and  so  disposed  or  stationed,  by  the  Committee  of 
said  County,  as  may  best  secure  the  inhabitants  from  the 
hostile  attempts  of  the  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  under  the 
command  of  proper  officers,  be  forthwith  raised  in  Augusta 
and  Botetourt  Counties,  and  that  one  hundred  of  such  men 
be  stationed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  to  aug- 
ment the  garrison  already  there,  and  fifty  at  the  mouth  of 
Wheeling,  die  whole  of  which  to  be  under  the  command  of 
a  Major. 

Resolved,  That  the  Militias  of  all  the  frontier  Counties 
ought  to  be  got  in  readiness  for  action,  without  loss  of  time, 
and,  for  this  purpose,  the  several  Militia  Officers  ought  to 
use  their  utmost  exertions  in  their  several  departments,  as 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  the  wicked  attempts 
of  our  enemies  to  excite  an  India7i  war  may  involve  us  in 
calamities  inseparable  therefrom. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  Resolutions  be  transmitted 
to  our  Delegates  in  Congress,  and  to  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cers of  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  Fincastle,  Botetourt, 
Augusta,  West- Augusta,  Dunmore,  Hampshire,  Frederick, 
Berkeley,  Pittsylvania,  and  Loudoun. 
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On  a  motion  made,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Starlcc,  Mr.  John- 
son, Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Gilmer,  Mr.  Randolph,  and 
Mr.  Travis,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  for  a  proper  Hospital 
for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed Soldiers. 

Ordered,  That  all  Petitions  and  Propositions,  referred 
from  the  last  to  the  present  Convention,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  that  they 
are  to  report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon, to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  several  Petitions  to  them  referred, 
and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon  ;  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  George  Wray,  John  Jones, 
Alexander  and  George  Graham,  and  Henry  Sinclair,  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  for  several  Vessels  furnished  by  them  to 
stop  the  Channel  of  Hampton  River,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  attacks  of  the  enemy,  is  reasonable,  and  that  the  value 
of  the  said  Vessels  ought  to  be  paid  the  Petitioners  by  the 
publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  George  Wray,  one  of  the  said 
Petitioners,  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £240  5*.,  the 
value  of  the  Vessel  furnished  by  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  William  Chapman  and 
George  Slaughter,  who,  as  Captains,  commanded  two  Com- 
panies of  Militia  which  were  drafted  and  ordered  out  upon 
the  Indian  expedition,  praying  to  be  allowed  further  pay, 
other  than  was  allowed  them  by  the  Commissionei-s  appoint- 
ed to  settle  the  accounts  relative  to  that  expedition,  be  re- 
jected. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Matthew  Wilson,  an  En- 
sign of  Militia  in  the  late  Indian  expedition,  praying  a  further 
allowance  of  pay,  be  rejected. 

A  Petition  oi  Edward  Hansford,  in  behalf  of  his  daughter 
Elizabeth  Hansford,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and 
read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  said  Elizabeth,  at  the  time  of 
burning  the  remains  of  Norfolk  Town,  was  seized  in  fee 
simple  of  a  good  dwelling-house  and  about  four  lots  of  land, 
in  Duke  Street,  in  the  said  Town  of  Norfolk,  which  house 
was  valued  at  £  1 50 ;  that  she  had  also  the  misfortune  to 
have  sundry  goods,  to  the  amount  of  £32  5s.,  destroyed 
therewith,  and  hath  only  received  the  sum  of  £10  in  part 
of  the  said  valuation,  paid  by  order  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety ;  that  he  also  was  assisted  by  two  wagons  employed 
in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  three  days  and  a  half,  at  15s. 
per  day,  and  one  wagon  two  days  and  a  half,  at  the  same 
rate,  which,  together  with  three  days'  provision  for  nine  in 
family,  amounts,  in  the  whole,  including  the  £10  aforesaid, 
to  £17  19s.  4^rf.,  leaving  a  balance  of  £132  Os.  l^d.  due 
to  the  said  Elizabeth ;  that  being  about  to  remove  to  the 
interior  parts  of  the  country,  she  prays  the  said  balance  may, 
by  direction  of  this  Convention,  be  paid  to  her. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  they  are  to  re- 
port the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
Convention. 

Two  Petitions  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Pendleton  District, 
situate  to  the  westward  of  Fincastle  County,  together  with 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  the  said  County  there- 
upon, were  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read;  setting 
forth  that,  being  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  tyran- 
nical and  oppressive  measures  carried  on  by  the  British  Min- 
istry, and  also  of  the  necessity  of  a  noble  and  spirited  re- 
sistance, they  think  it  unnatural  that  they,  though  few,  should 
remain  inactive  while  their  brethren  are  bleeding  in  the  field  ; 
that  their  local  situation  hath  hitherto  deprived  them  of  the 
blessing  of  being  under  the  immediate  direction  of  any  regu- 
lar judicature,  by  means  whereof  they  could  contribute  their 
mite  in  support  of  the  glorious  cause ;  that  they  have  now 
formed  themselves  into  a  Society,  and  chosen  a  Committee 
to  superintend  their  publick  affairs  ;  that  John  Carter  and 
Robert  Lucas,  two  gentlemen  of  the  neighbouring  settle- 
ment, called  Washington  District,  taking  advantage  of  the 
present  disorders,  pretend  they  have  purchased  the  lands  of 
the  Petitioners,  and  have  exercised  many  unwarrantable  op- 
pressions, in  seizing  their  improved  possessions  without  allow- 


ing them  any  reward,  or  giving  them  the  least  notice,  and 
publickly  declaring  that  all  others  who  will  not  accede  to 
their  terms,  and  receive  titles  of  them,  at  such  exorbitant 
prices  as  they  shall  think  proper  to  exact,  shall  be  turned 
out  of  possession ;  that,  though  settled  in  a  remote  part  of 
the  country,  they  beg  they  may  not  be  considered  as  alien- 
ated from  their  ^mericrt«  brethren,  but  be  incorporated  into, 
and  deemed  part  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  whose  protec- 
tion they  claim,  and  whose  direction  and  jurisdiction  they 
acknowledge  in  the  fullest  extent. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  their  further  con- 
sideration the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lockhart,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Field, 
Mr.  Gee,  and  Mr.  Fulgham,  be  added  to  the  Committee  of 
Publick  Claims ;  Mr.  William  Digges  and  Mr.  Campbell 
to  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances  ;  and  Mr. 
Bowyer  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Declara- 
tion of  Rights,  and  such  a  plan  of  Government  as  will  be 
most  likely  to  maintain  peace  and  order  in  this  Colony,  and 
secure  substantial  and  equal  liberty  to  the  people. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  May  22,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  from  the  Delegates  appointed 
to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  and  formerly  laid  before  the  Convention, 
advising  them  that  the  Indians  had  complained  to  the  Agent 
(or  Indian  Affairs  that  their  lands  had  been  encroached  upon, 
and  that  Mr.  John  Harvie  and  Mr.  Charles  Sims  had  made 
surveys,  and  taken  possession  of  Montour's  Island,  in  the 
Ohio,  a  few  miles  below  Pittsburgh,  together  with  sundry 
Depositions  and  Papers  relative  thereto,  now  laid  before 
the  Convention,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr. 
Richard  Lee,  Mr.  Clapham,  Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Henry  Lee, 
Mr.  George  Mason,  Mr.  Thomas  Lewis,  Mr.  Hite,  Mr. 
Rutherford,  Mr.  Drew,  Mr.  Bird,  Mr.  Tipton,  Mr.  Mc- 
Dowell, Mr.  Bowyer,  Mr.  Lockhart,  Mr.  Campbell,  and 
Mr.  Henry,  and  they  are  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the 
said  complaint,  and  report  the  same,  together  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Henry,  from  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and 
Grievances,  reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  Petition  o(  John 
Ballendine  and  John  Reveley,  to  them  referred,  and  that  it 
appeared  the  casting  of  proper  cannon  is  only  to  be  effect- 
ed by  a  Foundry,  for  which  pit  coal  is  absolutely  necessary; 
but  as  the  security  of  this  Colony  greatly  depends  on  an 
immediate  supply  of  cannon,  they  are  of  opinion  that  a 
Foundry  should  be  erected  and  carried  on  upon  the  pub- 
lick account ;  that  the  erecting  a  blast  furnace  on  Phelps's 
Creek,  near  James  River,  will  not  only  furnish  the  Foundry 
with  pig  iron,  but  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  can  be  fur- 
nished from  any  other  blast  furnace  in  this  Colony,  the  Pe- 
titioners having  offered  to  supply  this  Colony  with  any 
quantity  they  can  make,  delivered  at  the  Foundry,  at  £7 
10s.,  currency,  per  ton,  and  have  engaged  to  set  about  such 
work  immediately,  upon  receiving  the  sum  of  £5,000  in 
advance,  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  and  paid  to 
them  at  such  times  as  the  said  trustees  shall  judge  neces- 
sary for  carrying  on  such  works,  for  the  repayment  of  which, 
in  five  equal  payments,  they  propose  to  give  security  on  the 
lands  they  shall  purchase  and  the  works  thereon  ;  and  that 
the  Committee  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions  there- 
upon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  Petition  as  prays  the 
assistance  of  the  publick  in  advancing  money  to  enable  the 
Petitioners  to  erect  a  Blast  Furnace,  is  reasonable;  and  that 
a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  £5,000,  be  advanced  by  the 
publick  for  that  purpose,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  terras 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Report. 

Resolved,  That  such  other  part  of  the  said  Petition  as  re- 
lates to  the  Foundry,  be  rejected  ;  for  that  the  same  ought 
to  be  erected  on  the  publick  account. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported  that  the  Committee  had  inquired  into  the 
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information  to  them  referred,  that  inUinm  Aylett,  Esq.,  a 
Dek'i^ate  for  the  County  of  Kiiig  fViUiam,  iiaci  accepted  a 
inihtary  post  of  pro6t  in  the  Continental  Army,  by  which 
Ills  seat  in  this  Convention  is  become  vacated  ;  and  that  it 
appeared  to  tlioni  that  the  said  llilliam  Aylett,  since  his 
election,  had  accepted  a  commission  appointing  him  Deputy 
Commissary-General  to  the  Continental  forces  in  Virginia ; 
and  that  they  had  come  ta  the  following  Resolution  there- 
uiwn,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Aylett,  by  accepting  the 
Commission  aforesaid,  hath  vacated  his  seat  in  this  Conven- 
tion. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  be  desired  to  issue  his  War- 
rant for  the  election  of  a  Delegate  for  the  County  of  King 
William,  in  the  room  of  the  said  William  Aylett. 

Itesolvcd,  That  in  order  to  facilitate  the  inlistment  and 
bringing  down  Indian  auxiliaries  to  the  assistance  of  this 
country,  and  for  securing  the  persons  and  properties  of  such 
Indians  from  injury  and  insult,  the  Committee  of  Safety  be 
desired  to  furnish  the  requisite  sum  or  sums  of  money  to  John 
Gibson,  Esq.,  and  to  give  him  such  credentials  and  further- 
ance in  the  said  business,  as  is  necessary  to  give  speedy 
success. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Morris  be  appointed  Paymaster 
and  Commissary  of  Provisions  to  the  two  Battalions  ordered 
by  this  Convention  to  the  assistance  of  North-  Carolina ;  and 
that  he  be  allowed  12*.  6d.  per  day  for  his  service  in  those 
offices,  exclusive  of  his  necessary  expenses,  and  wages  paid 
to  Assistants. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  under  their  consideration  the  information  to  them  refer- 
red: That  Gabriel  Penn,  Esq.,  who  is  returned  a  Delegate 
for  the  County  oi  Amherst,  is  at  present  Under-Sheriff  in  the 
said  County,  and  is  rendered  incapable  of  sitting  or  voting 
in  this  Convention ;  whereupon  it  appeared  to  them  that  at 
a  Court  continued  and  held  for  the  said  County  of  Am- 
herst, on  the  6lh  day  oi February  last,  the  said  Gabriel  Penn, 
on  the  motion  of  Hugh  Rose,  Gentleman,  was  admitted  and 
sworn  his  Under-SherifF,  agreeably  to  the  Ordinance  of  the 
Convention ;  that  it  further  appeared  that  the  said  Hugh 
Rose,  on  the  application  of  the  said  Gabriel  Penn,  did,  on 
the  8th  day  of  March  last,  near  a  month  before  the  election, 
discharge  him  from  the  office  of  Under-SherifF;  and  that  they 
had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon ;  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Gabriel  Penn  is  duly  elected  a 
Delegate  for  the  County  of  Amherst. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read, 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  May  23,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fleming  be  added  to  the  Committee 
of  Publick  Claims. 

It  being  represented  to  the  Convention  that  many  of  the 
Minute-men  and  Militia  who  are  to  be  employed  for  the  as- 
sistance of  iVor<A-Caro/ina,  are  without  Tents,  Blankets,  &,c. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  to  give  such  orders,  in  that  respect,  as  to  tiiem  shall 
seem  proper. 

A  Representation  from  the  Inhabitants  of  some  late  pur- 
chases on  the  Rivers  Wattaugah  and  Holstein,  setting  forth 
that  they  are  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  distresses 
of  their  Ain^rican  brethren,  and  will,  when  called  upon,  with 
then-  lives  and  fortunes,  lend  them  every  assistance  in' their 
power ;  that  they  beg  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  this  Co- 
lony, and  will  readily  embrace  every  opportunity  of  obeying 
any  mstructions  or  commands  they  may  receive  from  the 
Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Representation  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

ThpX)rder  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Saturday  next 


Ordered,  That  an  Ordinance  be  brought  in  pursuant  to 
the  Resolutions  for  augmenting  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regu- 
lar forces  raised  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony, 
for  raising  four  Troops  of  Horse,  and  for  raising  men  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontier  Counties  in  this  Colony ;  and  that 
Mr.  Henry,  the  Members  for  Augiuta,  Botetourt,  Fincastle, 
West- Augusta,  Hampshire,  Frederick,  Berkeley,  Dunmore, 
Accomack,  and  Nonham^ton,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  Lee  be  added  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  May  24, 1778. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harvie  and  Mr.  Wood  be  added  to 
the  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  Mr.  Simms 
to  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims,  Mr.  Simpson  to  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  Mr.  Harvie  to 
the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Declaration  of  Rights 
and  such  a  form  of  Government  as  will  be  most  likely  to 
maintain  peace  and  order  in  this  Colony,  and  secure  sub- 
stantial and  equal  liberty  to  the  people. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  May  25,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  desired  to  for- 
ward the  Salt  Works  intended  to  be  erected,  in  such  manner 
as  to  them  shall. seem  most  likely  to  produce  an  adequate 
supply  of  that  necessary  article. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  two  Letters 
received  from  a  Committee  of  the  General  Congress,  and 
Mr.  Harvie  a  Letter  received  by  him  from  the  same  persons, 
on  the  subject  of  Indian  affairs ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Adams,  Nathaniel  Wilkinson, 
and  Turner  Southall,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
constituted  and  appointed  Commissioners  for  erecting  a  Foun- 
dry for  the  casting  of  Ordnance,  pursuant  to  a  Resolution 
of  this  Convention  of  the  !22d  instant ;  and  that  the  said 
Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  empowered  to  en- 
gage projier  workmen,  and  all  things  necessary  to  perfect 
and  work  the  same  in  the  most  expeditious  manner,  and  to 
draw  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  from  time  to  time, 
for  such  sums  of  money  as  they  shall  judge  necessary. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Hanover 
was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth 
that,  determined  to  oppose  the  tyrannical  measures  of  the 
British  Ministry,  they  did,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the 
General  Congress  and  Convention,  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
a  Committee  for  their  said  County ;  but  that  the  Tellers  of 
the  ballots,  after  the  election  was  over,  took  upon  themselves 
to  exclude  some  who  were  chosen  by  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  admit  others  who  were  not,  greatly  to  the  injury  of 
that  harmony  and  concord  which  has  ever  prevailed  among 
them ;  and  praying  that  the  said  Committee  may  be  dis- 
solved and  a  new  one  chosen,  and  that  an  Ordinance  may 
pass  incapacitating  any  person  from  holding  any  ])lace  of 
trust  in  the  Government,  after  a  breach  of  publick  faith,  or 
a  manifest  abuse  of  power. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  and  they  are  to 
report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  Convention. 

Mr.  Bowyer,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented 
to  the  Convention,  according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  for  amr- 
inenting  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regular  forces,  providini;  for 
the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  Colony,  and  for 
raising  four  Troops  of  Hoi-se  ;  which  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

An  Ordinance  for  augmenting  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Re- 
gular forces,  providing  for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers 
of  this  Colony,  and  for  raising  four  Troops  of  Horse,  was 
read  a  second  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Monday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 


1537 


VIRGINIA  CONVENTION,  MAY,  1776. 


1538 


Mr.  Harvie,  to  whom  it  was  referred,  at  the  last  Conven- 
tion, to  settle  and  state  such  of  the  Claims  against  the  pub- 
lick,  on  account  of  the  late  expedition  against  the  Indiam,as 
then  remained  unsettled,  and  to  revise  those  already  settled, 
in  West- Augusta,  made  a  Report  of  his  proceedings  therein  ; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Archibald  Cary, 
Mr.  Thomas  Lewis,  Mr.  Fleming,  Mr.  JVinn,  Mr.  Ruther- 
ford, Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Drew,  Mr.  Bird,  Mr.  Tipton,  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, Mr.  Hite,  Mr.  Simms,  Mr.  McDowell,  Mr.  Madison,  Mr. 
Moore,  and  Mr.  Strother;  and  tiiey  are  to  report  the  same, 
together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  May  27,  1776. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
the  Delegates  appointed  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General 
Congress;  also,  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Stephen,  of  the  Fourth 
Regiment,  and  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Preston;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
state  of  the  Colony. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Hanover  County  was 
presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that 
in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  they  are  apprehensive  it 
will  not  be  in  their  power  to  pay  the  taxes  so  necessarily 
assessed  for  the  defence  of  their  rights  and  liberties ;  and 
praying  that  the  Convention  will  take  into  consideration  the 
expediency  of  each  County's  furnishing  its  proportion  of  pro- 
vision for  the  Army,  having  regard  to  what  kind  of  provisions 
each  County  should  furnish  ;  that  such  a  scheme  would  af- 
ford the  country  in  general  the  greatest  relief,  and  be  a  means 
of  preventing  a  few  from  engrossing  the  very  profitable  busi- 
ness of  supplying  the  Army  with  provisions. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances  ;  and  that  they  are  to 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

A  Petition  of  Bennett  Tompkins  was  presented  to  the 
Convention,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  sometime  in  No- 
vember last,  four  of  his  best  Negroes  endeavoured  to  make 
their  escape  to  Lord  Dunmore,  but  were  apprehended  and 
delivered  to  justice,  two  of  whom  were  found  guilty  of  theft, 
and  ordered  by  the  Convention  to  remain  in  prison  till  they 
could  be  tried  according  to  law;  that  one  of  the  said  Negroes 
soon  after  died  in  prison;  and  praying  such  compensation  for 
his  loss  as  should  be  thought  just  and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims  ;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same, 
together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
Declaration  of  Rights,  and  such  a  plan  of  Government  as 
will  be  most  likely  to  maintain  peace  and  order  in  this  Co- 
lony, and  secure  substantial  and  equal  liberty  to  the  people, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had  accordingly  prepared  a 
Declaration  of  Rights ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Convention.* 

•  WllLIAMSBUBGH,  VlllGtirlA,  Mcti/  27,  1776. 

The  following  Declaration  was  reported  to  the  Convention  by  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  the  same,  and  referred  to  the  consideration 
of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Convention;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  is 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  perusal  of  the  Members : 

A  Declaration  of  Rights,  made  by  the  Representatives  of  the  good  peo- 
ple o/VinoiNiA,  assembled  in  full  and  free  Convention,  which  rights 
do  pertain  to  us  and  our  posterity,  as  the  basis  and  foundation  of 
Government, 

1.  That  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and  have  cer- 
tain inherent  natural  rights,  of  which  they  cannot,  by  any  compact,  de- 
prive or  divest  their  posterity ;  among  which  are  the  enjoyment  of  life 
and  liberty,  with  the  means  of  acquiring  and  possessing  property,  and 
pursuing  and  ot>taining  happiness  and  safety, 

2.  That  all  power  is  vested  in,  and  consequently  derived  from,  the 
People ;  that  magistrates  are  their  trustees  and  servants,  and  at  all  times 
amenable  to  them. 

3.  That  Government  is,  or  ought  to  be,  instituted  for  the  common 
benefit,  protection,  and  security  of  the  people,  nation,  or  community. 
Of  all  the  various  modes  and  forms  of  Government,  that  is  best  which  is 
capable  of  producing  the  greatest  degree  of  happiness  and  safety,  and  is 
most  ellectually  secured  against  the  danger  of  mal-administration ;  and 
that  whenever  any  Government  shall  be  found  inadequate  or  contrary  to 
these  purposes,  a  majority  of  the  community  hath  an  indubitable,  un- 
alienable, and  indefeasilile  right  to  reform,  alter,  or  abolish  it,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  judged  most  conducive  to  the  publick  weal. 

4.  That  no  man,  or  set  of  men,  are  entitled  to  exclusive  or  separate 
emoluments  or  privileges  from  the  community,  but  in  consideration  of 


Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Wednesday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Declaration;  and 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  same  be  printed  for  the  perusal 
of  the  Members. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  1161)0^  of  John  Harvie,  Gentleman,  was  referred 
on  Saturday  last,  that  they  also  receive  the  Report  o{  Joseph 
Neavillc,  Gentleman,  who  was  appointed  to  revise  and  adjust 
the  Accounts  against  the  publick  for  the  late  Indian  ex|)e- 
dition,  in  the  Counties  of  Berkeley,  Frederick,  Dunmore,  and 
Hampshire,  and  that  they  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Simpson,  Mr.  Richard  Cary,  Mr. 
Lockhart,  Mr.  Bowyer,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Bullitt,  be 
added  to  the  Committee  to  whom  the  said  Report  is  referred; 
and  that  any  seven  of  the  said  Committee  be  a  sufficient 
number  to  proceed  to  business. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Curie  and  Mr.  Holt  be  added  to  the 
Committees  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  Propositions  and 
Grievances,  and  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare 
such  a  plan  of  Government  as  will  be  most  likely  to  main- 
tain peace  and  order  in  this  Colony,  and  secure  substantial 
and  equal  liberty  to  the  people. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Russell  be  added  to 
the  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  to  the 
Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Ordinance  to  encourage 
the  making  of  Salt,  Saltpetre,  and  Gunpowder. 

A  Petition  of  John  Smelly  and  Joseph  Cutchin  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Convention,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  they 
have  been  Inspectors  at  Smithfield  and  Fulham's  Warehouses 

publick  services ;  which,  not  being  descendible  or  hereditary,  the  ided  of 
a  man  being  born  a  Magistrate,  a  Legislator,  or  a  Judge,  is  unnatural  and 
absurd. 

5.  That  the  Legislative  and  Executive  powers  of  the  State  should  be 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  Judicative ;  and  that  the  members  of  the 
two  first  may  be  restrained  from  oppression,  by  feeling  and  participating 
the  burdens  of  the  people,  they  should,  at  fixed  periods,  be  reduced  to  a 
private  station,  return  into  that  body  from  which  they  were  originally 
taken,  and  the  vacancies  be  supplied  by  frequent,  certain,  and  regular 
elections. 

6.  That  elections  of  members  to  serve  as  Representatives  of  the  people 
in  Assembly,  ought  to  be  free;  and  that  all  men,  having  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  permanent  common  interest  with,  and  attachment  to  the  com- 
munity, have  the  right  of  suffrage. 

7.  That  no  part  of  a  man's  property  can  be  taken  from  him,  or  applied 
to  publick  uses,  without  his  own  consent,  or  that  of  his  legal  representa- 
tives ;  nor  are  the  people  bound  by  any  laws  but  such  as  they  have  in 
like  manner  assented  to  for  their  common  good. 

8.  That  all  power  of  suspending  laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws,  by 
any  authority,  without  the  consent  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
is  injurious  to  their  rights,  and  ought  not  to  be  exercised. 

9.  That  laws  having  retrospect  to  crimes,  and  punishing  offences  com- 
mitted before  the  existence  of  such  laws,  are  generally  oppressive,  and 
ought  to  be  avoided. 

10.  That  in  all  capital  or  criminal  prosecutions  a  man  hath  a  right  to 
demand  the  cause  and  nature  of  his  accusation,  to  be  confronted  with 
the  accusers  or  witnesses,  to  call  for  evidence  in  his  favour,  and  a  speedy 
trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  his  vicinage,  without  whose  unanimous  con- 
sent he  cannot  be  found  guilty,  nor  can  he  be  compelled  to  give  evidence 
against  himself;  that  no  man  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  except  by  the  law 
of  the  land,  or  the  judgment  of  his  peers. 

11.  That  excessive  bail  ought  not  to  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines 
imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted. 

12.  That  warrants  unsupported  by  evidence,  whereby  any  officer  or 
messenger  may  be  commanded  or  required  to  search  suspected  places,  or 
to  seize  any  person  or  persons,  his  or  their  property,  not  particularly  de< 
scribed,  are  grievous  and  oppressive,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

1 3.  That  in  controversies  respecting  property,  and  in  suits  between 
man  and  man,  the  ancient  trial  by  Jury  is  preferable  to  any  other,  and 
ought  to  be  held  sacred. 

14.  That  the  freedom  of  the  Press  is  one  of  the  great  bulwarks  of 
liberty,  and  can  never  be  restrained  but  by  despotick  Governments. 

15.  That  a  well-regulated  Militia,  composed  of  the  body  of  the  people, 
trained  to  arms,  is  the  proper,  natural,  and  safe  defence  of  a  free  Stale ; 
that  Standing  Armies,  in  time  of  peace,  should  be  avoided,  as  dangerous 
to  liberty  ;  and  that,  in  all  cases,  the  military  should  be  under  strict  sub- 
ordination to  and  governed  by  the  civil  power. 

16.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  uniform  Government,  and  there- 
fore, that  no  Government  separate  from,  or  independent  of,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Virginia,  ought,  of  right,  to  be  erected  or  established  within  the 
limits  thereof. 

17.  That  no  free  Government,  or  the  blessings  of  liberty,  can  be  pre- 
served to  any  people  but  by  a  firm  adherence  to  justice,  moderation,  tem- 
perance, frugality,  and  virtue,  and  by  frequent  recurrence  to  fundamental 
principles. 

18.  That  Religion,  or  the  duty  we  owe  to  our  Creator,  and  the  manner 
of  discharging  it,  can  be  directed  only  by  reason  and  conviction,  not  by 
force  or  violence ;  and  therefore  that  all  men  should  enjoy  the  fullest 
toleration  in  the  exercise  of  religion,  according  to  the  dictates  of  consci- 
ence, unpunished  and  unrestrained  by  the  magistrate,  unless,  under  colour 
of  religion,  any  man  disturb  the  peace,  ihe  happiness,  or  safety  of  society. 
And  that  it  is  the  mutual  duty  of  all  to  practise  Christian  forbearance,  love, 
and  charily  towards  each  other. 
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for  many  years,  during  which  tliey  used  their  utmost  diligence 
in  discharging  their  duty;  that,  on  delivering  the  tobacco  out 
of  the  said  warehouses,  ihey  discovered  that  six  hogsheads, 
containing  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  for 
which  they  have  been  obliged  to  pay  twenty  shillings  per 
hundred  ;  and  praying,  as  the  same  was  not  lost  through  any 
fault  or  neglect  of  theirs,  to  be  indemnified  by  the  publick. 

Also  a  Petition  o(  Michael  Coulter ;  setting  forth,  that  he 
went  on  the  late  Indian  expedition  in  Captain  McDoicelFs 
Company,  stipulating  at  the  time  that  if  carpenters  were 
employed,  he  should  be  one  ;  that,  on  going  to  the  levels  of 
Greenbrier,  he  was  employed  by  Colonel  Charles  Lewis  in 
the  carpenter's  business  till  the  first  of  November,  for  which 
he  was  allowed  only  some  few  shillings  more  than  soldier's 
pay  ;  and  praying  a  farther  allowance. 

Also  a  Petition  of  John  Lyle;  setting  forth,  that  he  was 
employed  by  Sampson  Matthews  as  a  master  drover  on  the 
late  Indian  expedition,  and  purchased  a  number  of  cattle  for 
the  said  expedition,  and  was  assured  that  he  should  receive 
the  same  wages  as  others  employed  in  the  same  business ; 
that,  on  receiving  his  pay,  he  finds  it  to  be  less  than  several 
others  received  for  the  said  purposes ;  and  praying  a  further 
allowance. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  several  Petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims  ;  and  they  are  to  inquire 
into  the  truth  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opi- 
nion thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  aug- 
menting the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regular  forces,  providing  for 
the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  Colony,  and  for  rais- 
ing four  Troops  of  Horse ;  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported 
that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their 
consideration  the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  made  some  pro- 
gress therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same, 
had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read. 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  inimical  or  disaffected  to  the 
liberties  or  America  ought  to  be  disarmed,  and  deprived  of 
their  Ammunition. 

And  for  more  speedily  and  effectually  carrying  into  exe- 
cution this  necessary  work : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  all  the  Counties,  Towns, 
and  Corporations  in  Virginia,  without  loss  of  time,  make  dili- 
gent search  and  inquiry  in  their  respective  limits  for  discover- 
ing and  detecting  such  enemies  or  disaffected  persons  ;  and 
in  all  cases  where  there  is  ground  to  suspect  the  fidelity  and 
attachment  of  any  person  or  persons  to  the  American  inte- 
rest, the  said  Committees  be  empowered  and  directed  to  ten- 
der to  such  suspected  person  or  persons,  and  to  them  only, 
the  following  Oath,  or  if  such  person,  from  religious  principles, 
scruples  taking  an  oath,  an  affirmation  to  the  like  effect : 

"  I,  A,  B,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  do  solemnly 
swear  that  1  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  support,  main- 
tain, and  defend,  the  Government  and  territory  of  Virginia, 
in  the  present  just  and  necessary  war,  against  all  persons 
whatsoever  who  do  or  may  levy  or  carry  on  any  hostility 
or  war  against  the  same  ;  and  that  I  will  not,  in  any  manner, 
aid,  assist,  comfort,  countenance,  correspond  with,  or  abet, 
any  person  whatsoever  whom  I  shall  know,  or  have  any 
cause  to  suspect,  have  designs  to  further,  aid,  or  assist,  the 
tyrannical  and  cruel  war  which  the  British  King  and  Par- 
liament have  levied  against  America ;  and  that  I  will,  from 
time  to  time,  disclose  and  make  known  all  traitorous  conspi- 
racies and  attempts  against  the  peace  and  safety  of  Virginia 
which  shall  come  to  my  knowledge.     So  help  me  God." 

And  that  the  Arms  and  Ammunition  of  the  inimical  and 
disaffected  persons  aforesaid,  and  of  such  as  refuse  to  take 
and  subscribe  the  aforesaid  oath,  be  appraised  and  used,  and 
applied,  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  directed  by  the 
General  Congress  in  their  Resolution  of  March  14th,  ultimo. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  May  28,  1776. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inspectors  at  Cabin  Point  was  presented 


to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that,  agreeably 
to  a  Resolution  of  a  former  Convention,  they  sold  the  tobac- 
co which  had  remained  in  their  warehouses  for  one  year  and 
upwards,  but  there  still  remains  a  considerable  quantity  of 
tobacco,  for  which  they  have  given  receipts ;  that  the  ware- 
houses are  not  in  proper  order  for  the  safe-keeping  thereof; 
and  that,  as  they  have  complied  with  the  law  as  far  as  lay  in 
their  power,  they  do  not  look  upon  themselves  as  answerable 
for  any  accidents  that  may  happen  to  the  said  tobacco ;  and 
praying  the  Convention  will  give  such  directions  concerning 
the  same  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  and  they  are  to  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  President,  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  laid  before 
the  Convention,  according  to  order,  a  list  of  the  armed  Ves- 
sels now  fitting  out  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Charles,  a  Negro  man  slave,  belonging  to 
Robert  Brent,  and  KitC,  a  Negro  man  slave,  the  property  of 
George  Brent,  and  condemned  by  the  judgment  of  Stafford 
County  Court  for  felony,  and  also  four  Negro  slaves  belong- 
ing to  Thomas  Paramore  and  John  Bowdoin,  condemned 
by  the  judgment  of  the  County  Court  of  Northampton  for 
felony,  be  reprieved,  and  sent  to  the  Lead-Mines  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Fincastle,  to  be  employed  in  working  the  same  on 
account  of  the  publick. 

A  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Coun- 
ty o(  Norfolk  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ; 
setting  forth,  that  they  have  been  informed  a  Resolution  hath 
been  passed  by  this  Convention  for  the  removal  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  County,  which  Resolution,  if  carried 
into  execution,  will  involve  them  in  the  greatest  distress,  as 
many  of  them  have  large  families,  and  no  places  to  retreat 
to  ;  nor  can  they  transport  their  provisions  necessary  to  sup- 
port them  ;  nor  have  they  money  to  buy  them  elsewhere ; 
and  that  most  of  them  had  pitched  their  crops  for  the  pre- 
sent year.  That,  by  the  burning  of  the  Borough  of  Norfolk, 
the  Court-House  of  the  said  County  was  destroyed,  and  the 
place  where  it  stood  in  the  power  of  the  enemies  of  America, 
by  which  they  were  prevented  from  choosing  Delegates  to 
represent  them  in  this  Convention ;  that  they  humbly  pre- 
sume their  situation  and  circumstances  could  not  be  pro- 
perly represented  by  means  of  that  unfortunate  event;  and 
praying  that  their  case  may  again  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion and  the  Resolution  aforesaid  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony, 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  Peti- 
tion of  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of 
Norfolk,  and  that  it  appearing  to  them  in  full  proof  that 
Lord  Dunmore  and  his  whole  fleet  had  removed  from  Nor- 
folk, they  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon  ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  former  Resolution  of  Convention  for 
the  removal  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne 
Counties,  with  their  stocks  and  other  effects,  excepting  as 
to  such  persons  as  are  inimical  to  the  cause  of  America,  be 
rescinded. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will 
to-morrow  again  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into 
their  further  consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

A  Petition  of  John  Smith  was  presented  to  the  Conven- 
tion, and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  has  been  an  inhabitant  of 
the  Borough  of  Norfolk  from  his  birth,  and  for  many  years 
possessed  lands  and  houses  in  the  said  Borough ;  but  that, 
on  the  6th  of  February  last,  when  the  town  was  set  on  fire 
the  second  time,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  dwelling- 
house  and  out-houses  thereto  belonging,  with  some  house- 
hold furniture,  and  hath  also  lost  two  valuable  slaves,  who 
ran  away  from  him,  and  entered  into  the  service  of  Lord 
Dunmore;  that  he  conceives  his  whole  loss  amounts  to 
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£1,500  at  least,  and  that  he  is  thereby  reduced  to  a  state 
of  indigence  and  great  distress,  and  praying  that  his  case 
may  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  such  compensation 
made  him  as  shall  be  thought  just  and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  and  they  are  to 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported  that  the  Committee  had  proceeded  to  the 
examination  of  Joshua  Hopkins,  Peter  Butt,  and  Henry 
Hamhleton,  who  were  apprehended  on  suspicion  of  their 
being  inimical  to  the  rights  of  America,  and  that  it  appear- 
ed to  them,  from  the  testimony  of  Captain  William  Davis, 
that  about  six  or  eight  weeks  before  the  said  Joshua  Hop- 
kins was  apprehended,  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Kemp's 
Landing  was  informed  that  the  said  Hopkins  was  then  gone 
with  provisions  to  Lord  Dunmore,  but  that  it  was  too  late 
to  detect  him  in  the  fact ;  that  the  officer  desired  his  in- 
former to  watch  for  his  going  again  ;  that  the  said  Hopkins, 
in  the  mean  time,  made  two  applications  to  the  witness  for 
leave  to  go  on  board,  under  pretence  of  settling  an  account 
with  Neil  Jamieson,  which  was  refused  ;  that  a  short  time 
after,  information  was  given  that  the  said  Hopkins  had  gone 
down  with  provisions  to  Lord  Dunmore,  upon  which  a  party 
was  sent  to  lay  in  wait  for  him  two  nights  and  a  day,  and 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  they  detected  him  coming 
from  the  fleet  with  Simon  Whitehurst  and  a  negro ;  that  the 
said  Hopkins  then  confessed  that  he  had  been  down  to  the 
fleet  with  his  son,  whom  he  had  left  there,  in  order  to  go 
into  Lord  Dunmore's  service.  That  it  also  appeared,  from 
the  testimony  of  Elizabeth  Burnett,  that  her  brother,  the  said 
Peter  Butt,  was  bound,  and  is  still  an  apprentice,  to  Roger 
Stewart,  who  is  now  on  board  the  fleet  which  lately  left 
Norfolk,  and  was  taken  coming  on  a  visit  to  see  his  mother. 
That  the  said  Henry  Hambleton  appears  to  have  been  an 
indented  servant  belonging  to  Captain  Wilson,  who  is  now 
with  Lord  Dunmore ;  and  that  the  said  Hambleton  was  taken 
in  company  with  the  said  Peter  Butt.  And  that  they  had 
come  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon  ;  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Joshua  Hopkins  be  sent  to  the 
County  of  Princess  Anne,  there  to  be  tried  by  the  Court  of 
Commissioners. 

Resobed,  That  the  said  Peter  Butt  be  discharged,  as  well 
from  confinement  as  his  apprenticeship. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Henry  Hambleton  be  discharged 
from  confinement,  and  released  irom  his  indenture  and  ser- 
vitude. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  several  Petitions  to  them  referred, 
and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon  ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Walter  Crocket,  WiUiam 
Herbert,  William  Russell,  James  Harwood,  Anthony  Bled- 
soe, and  William  Campbell,  Captains  in  the  late  expedition 
against  the  Indians,  praying  a  further  allowance  of  pay  for 
themselves  and  their  subalterns,  be  rejected,  they  having  been 
already  allowed  by  the  Commissioners  what  this  Committee 
think  reasonable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Evan  Shelby,  a  Captain 
in  the  late  expedition  against  the  Indians,  praying  a  further 
allowance  of  pay  for  himself  and  his  officers,  be  rejected, 
they  having  been  already  allowed  by  the  Commissioners 
what  this  Committee  think  reasonable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Henry  Waterson,  praying 
to  be  reimbursed  for  a  horse  which  he  purchased  of  the 
country,  and  died  of  worms  a  few  days  after,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  John  Stephens,  a  Lieute- 
nant in  the  late  expedition  against  the  Indians,  praying  to 
be  allowed  pay  for  the  time  he  was  sick  after  he  returned 
home  from  the  expedition,  be  rejected,  he  having  been  al- 
ready allowed  full  pay  for  the  time  he  was  in  the  country's 
service. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported  that  the  Committee  had  had  under  their  considera- 


tion the  Petition  of  Robert  Lucas,  praying  to  be  allowed  for 
a  horse  which  died  in  the  service  of  the  country,  and  that  it 
appeared  to  them  that  the  Petitioner  was  applied  to  by  the 
Captains  Crockett  and  Knox  for  two  wagons  and  teams  to 
assist  in  marching  their  two  com])anies  of  Regulai's  from 
Fincastle  County  to  WilliaTnsburgh,  but  that  lie  refused  to 
furnish  them  unless  they  were  fii-st  appraised,  which  they 
promised  to  have  done,  but  failed  to  do;  that  the  said  wagons 
and  teams  were  employed  for  the  purjxjses  aforesaid,  and 
one  of  the  horses  died  in  that  service  at  Bedford  Court- 
House  in  their  way  down  ;  that  the  said  horse  has  since  been 
valued  by  two  persons,  upon  oath,  who  well  knew  him,  to 
£32,  and  that  the  Petitioner  hath  received  satisfaction  for 
the  use  of  the  said  horse  from  the  lime  he  was  entered  into 
that  service  till  he  died  ;  and  that  they  had  come  to  the  fol- 
lowing Resolution  thereupon;  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  is  reasonable ;  that  £2, 
the  sum  which  the  Petitioner  has  received  for  the  use  of 
the  said  horse,  be  deducted  out  of  the  valuation,  and  that 
he  be  allowed  the  balance,  being  £30,  for  the  same. 

A  Petition  of  George  Moffett  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  had  the  command  of 
a  Company  in  the  late  expedition  against  the  Indians,  and 
that,  on  applying  for  the  money  due  upon  that  account, 
it  appeared  he  was  charged  in  the  Commissioners'  books 
with  the  sum  of  £9  for  a  horse  belonging  to  William  Champ, 
which  was  deducted  from  his  pay ;  that  he  knows  nothing 
of  the  horse  he  is  thus  charged  with,  but  supposes  it  must 
be  for  some  horse  which  was  employed  for  tlie  wounded 
soldiers,  and  which  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Sampson  Matthews, 
who  acted  for  the  country ;  that  Andrew  Irwin,  a  soldier  in 
his  company,  was  allowed  for  thirty  days  only,  when  he 
had  served  ibrty-one,  occasioned  by  a  mistake  in  the  Peti- 
tioner, in  giving  in  the  roll ;  that  he  employed  some  of  his 
soldiers  as  pack-horse  drivers,  who  have  received  no  satis- 
faction for  their  services  from  the  publick,  and  that  he  has 
paid  Edward  Day,  one  of  the  persons  so  employed ;  and 
praying  the  Convention  will  take  those  several  matters  into 
consideration,  and  do  what  shall  appear  just  and  reason- 
able. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims,  and  they  are  to  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  Christopher  Calvert  was  presented  to  tha 
Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  lately  aa 
inhabitant  of  the  Borough  of  iVor/bZA;,  and  was  possessed  of 
several  houses  and  other  estate  therein,  which  he  lost  when 
that  town  was  destroyed,  and  that  considerable  quantities  of 
plank  and  timber  belonging  to  him  were  taken  for  the  use 
of  the  Army ;  that,  by  these  misfortunes,  he  is  reduced  to  a 
very  low  estate,  and  praying  such  relief  as  shall  be  thought 
just  and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  they  are  to 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

Mr.  Randolph  laid  before  the  Convention  an  essay  on  the 
culture  and  management  of  Hemp,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
an  Ordinance  to  encourage  Woollen,  Linen,  and  other  man- 
ufactures, and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony  being  read, 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  May  29,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  the  march  of  the  Minute-Men  and  Mi- 
litia ordered  to  the  assistance  of  North-  Carolina  be  for  the 
present  countermanded,  and  that  the  Committee  of  Safety 
do  give  such  directions  respecting  them  as  they  shall  judge 
most  beneficial  for  the  publick  service. 

Ordered,  That  no  person  be  admitted  into  the  lobby  or 
gallery  of  the  House,  without  the  permission  of  some  Mem- 
ber of  the  Convention. 
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Besoked,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  do  continue  to 
exercise  the  powers  with  whidi  they  were  vested  by  the 
several  Ordinances  of  Convention,  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  were  auliiorized  to  do  during  tiie  recess  of  Convention. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mrs.  Goodrich,  the  wife  of  John  Good- 
rich, who  is  now  confined  in  the  pubHck  Jaii,  be  admitted, 
with'  her  small  children,  to  have  access  to  her  said  husband  ; 
but  tliat  she  be  not  afterwards  permitted  to  leave  the  City 
of  Williamburgh,  without  the  further  order  of  this  Conven- 
tion. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Declaration  of  Rights, 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  iMr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  said 
Declaration,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had 
directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Declaration. 

A  Petition  of  Christopher  Calvert  was  presented  to  the 
Convention,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  possessed 
of  a  likely  Negro  man  slave  named  Davy,  who,  being  sus- 
pected of  a  design  to  make  his  escape  to  Lord  Dunmore, 
was  taken  up  and  sent  to  Williamsburgh  for  trial ;  that  he 
was  afterwards  sent  up  the  country,  where  he  has  been,  and 
still  is,  employed  in  some  publick  work ;  that,  not  being 
able  to  bear  such  a  loss  at  this  time,  he  prays  the  Conven- 
tion will  either  pay  him  the  value  of  the  said  slave,  to  be 
estimated  by  impartial  judges,  or  return  him,  as  shall  be 
thought  best. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims ;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinance  for  augmenting  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regu- 
lar forces,  providing  for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers 
of  this  Colony,- and  for  raising  four  Troops  of  Horse,  being 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  May  30,  1776. 

A  Petition  of  John  Craig  was  presented  to  the  Conven- 
tion, and  read;  setting  forth, that  he  went  out  last  fall  from 
the  County  of  Augusta,  with  some  stock,  in  order  to  settle 
the  new  country  called  Transylvania ;  and  finding  it  to  be 
the  custom  of  the  inhabitants  to  enter  their  lands  with  those 
who  styled  themselves  the  Proprietors,  he  also  repaired  to 
them  for  that  purpose,  but  when  he  came  he  found  a  num- 
ber of  people  assembled,  who  were  signing  a  paper  drawn 
up  by  the  said  proprietors,  the  substance  of  which  was,  that 
an  Assembly  should  be  chosen  by  the  freeholders,  who  should 
make  laws  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  as  nearly  similar 
to  the  laws  of  England  as  the  circumstances  of  the  country 
would  admit,  and  that  a  Governour  should  be  chosen  from 
time  to  time  from  among  the  proprietors,  being  then  eight  in 
number,  who  should  have  a  negative  on  all  laws,  also  to 
elect  a  Member  to  the  General  Congress  ;  that  there  should 
be  only  one  religion,  and  that  conformable  to  the  Church  of 
England,  in  exclusion  of  all  others;  that  the  said  plan  was 
offered  to  the  Petitioner  to  sign,  but,  being  a  stranger,  he 
begged  to  be  excused  till  he  could  be  better  informed ;  upon 
which  one  of  them  declared  they  would  enter  no  land  for 
those  who  did  not  sign ;  that  one  Dougherty,  and  others, 
who  signed  immediately,  entered  for  the  best  of  his  lands  ; 
and  praying  the  Convention  will  take  his  case  into  consider- 
ation, and  grant  him  such  relief  as  may  be  judged  reason- 
able. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  former  Resolutions  of 
this  Convention,  for  engaging  such  Indian  Warriors  of  the 
neighbouring  tribes  as  are  willing  to  march  to  the  assistance 
of  this  Colony,  be  postponed  till  the  20th  of  July  next ;  and 
that  they  be  not  then  carried  into  execution,  unless  the  same 
shall  be  judged  expedient  by  Thomas  Walker  and  John 
Harvie,  Esquires. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 


resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  aug- 
menting the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regular  forces,  providing  for 
the  belter  defence  of  the  frontiei-s  of  this  Colony,  and  for 
raisinc  four  Troops  of  Horse ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary 
reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  made 
a  further  progress  therein,  but,  not  having  time  to  go  through 
the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  and  on 
the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  May  31,  1776. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  two  Reports  from 
the  Committees  of  the  Counties  of  Caroline  and  Spottsylva- 
nia,  who  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  property  of  the 
vessels  formerly  seized  by  Captaifl  Taylor,  and  supposed  to 
be  British  property;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Holt,  and  Mr.  Randolph,  who  are 
to  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  on  the 
Ordinance  for  augmenting  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regulars, 
providing  for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  Colo- 
ny, and  lor  raising  four  Troops  of  Horse,  and  on  the  Declara- 
tion of  Rights,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  entitled  An  Ordi- 
nance for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobacco  Payments 
durinn-  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection  Law,  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  Mr.  Gray, 
Mr.  Dandridge,  Mr.  Mercer,  and  Mr.  Garland. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Major-General  Lee,  and  also  a  Letter  from  Brigadier-General 
Hoive ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  sundry  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Convention  of  the  Province  o{  Maryland, 
respecting  their  permission  to  Governour  Eden  to  depart  the 
said  Province  unmolested,  with  his  effects,  and  a  Passport 
for  that  purpose ;  together  with  a  copy  of  an  Address  to  the 
said  Governour,  and  a  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  said 
Convention  to  the  President  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  here, 
desiring  a  like  Passport  from  Virginia;  which  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  immediately  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Letter,  Proceedings,  Re- 
solutions, and  Address. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
Committee;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consi- 
deration the  said  Letter,  Proceedings,  Resolutions,  and  Ad- 
dress, and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon  ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be 
directed  to  write  a  Letter  to  the  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion o{  Maryland,  in  answer  to  his  Letter  of  the  25th  inst., 
expressing  the  deepest  concern  at  the  proceedings  of  that 
Convention  respecting  Governour  Eden,  and  our  reasons  for 
not  becoming  accessory  thereto,  by  giving  him  a  passport 
through  this  Colony,  or  the  Bay  adjoining  ;  that  we  would 
with  reluctance,  in  any  case,  intermeddle  in  the  affiiirs  of  a 
sister  Colony,  but  in  this  matter  we  are  much  interested, 
and  the  Convention  of  Maryland,  by  sending  their  proceed- 
ings to  the  Committee  of  Safety  here,  have  made  it  the  duty 
of  the  Convention  to  declare  their  sentiments  thereon. 

That,  considering  the  intercepted  Letter  from  Lord  George 
Germaine  to  Governour  Eden,  in  which  his  whole  conduct 
and  confidential  letters  are  approved,  and  he  is  directed  to 
give  facility  and  assistance  to  the  operations  of  Lord  Dunmore 
against  Virginia,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  Council 
of  Safety  of  Maryland  their  having  neglected  to  seize  him, 
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according  to  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Congress, 
and  more  so  for  the  Convention's  having  promoted  his  pas- 
sage to  assist  ill  our  destruction,  under  a  pretence  of  his  re- 
tiring to  England,  which,  we  conceive,  from  the  above  letter, 
he  is  not  at  liberty  to  do;  that,  supposing  he  should  go  to 
Britain,  it  appears  to  us  that  such  voyage,  with  the  address 
presented  to  him,  will  enable  him  to  assume  the  character  of 
a  publick  agent,  and,  by  promoting  divisions  and  disunion 
among  the  Colonies,  produce  consequences  the  most  fatal  to 
the  American  cause ;  that  as  the  reasons  assigned  for  his 
departure,  "  that  he  must  obey  the  Ministerial  mandates 
while  remaining  in  his  Government,"  are  very  unsatisfactory, 
when  the  Convention  declare  that  in  his  absence  the  Go- 
vernment, in  its  old  form,  "  will  devolve  on  the  President  of 
the  Council  of  State,"  who  will  be  under  equal  obligations 
to  perform  such  mandates,  we  cannot  avoid  imputing  those 
proceedings  to  some  undue  influence  of  Governour  Eden, 
under  the  mask  of  friendship  to  America,  and  of  the  Propri- 
etary interest  in  Maryland,  whereby  the  Members  of  that 
Convention  were  betrayed  into  a  vote  of  fatal  tendency  to 
the  common  cause,  and  we  fear  to  this  country  in  particular, 
and  feel  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  warn  the  good  people  of 
that  Province  to  guard  against  the  Proprietary  influence. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  Resolution  be  forthwith  pub- 
lished in  the  Virginia  Gazette. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  June  1,  1776. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  westward  of  the  Laurel  Hill 
was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 
that  the  contested  boundary  between  Virginia  and  Penn- 
sylvania hath  subjected  them  to  the  greatest  inconveniences 
and  oppressions,  and  created  the  most  dangerous  animosities, 
tending  to  make  divisions  among  the  people  ;  and  that,  while 
both  Governments  claim  a  jurisdiction  in  the  same  place, 
the  laws  of  neither  can  be  enforced ;  and  praying  a  boun- 
dary may  be  established,  that  they  may  know  what  laws 
they  are  to  pay  obedience  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

It  being  represented  to  the  Convention,  that  the  District 
Committee  for  the  Counties  of  Northampton  and  Accomack, 
being  informed  that  the  last  Convention  had  directed  five 
Companies  of  Regular  forces  to  be  raised  in  the  said  Coun- 
ties, proceeded  to  appoint  the  proper  Officers  for  the  same, 
and  that  in  consequence  thereof  many  men  were  inlisted  in 
each  of  the  said  Companies,  and  employed  in  the  publick 
service  till  the  Ordinance  directing  the  forces  to  be  raised 
for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony  came  to  hand, 
when,  finding  that  only  four  Companies  were  to  be  raised  in 
those  Counties,  they  immediately  disbanded  the  fifth  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Officers  and  men  so  appointed  and 
inlisted  be  paid  for  the  time  they  were  employed  in  the 
publick  service. 

A  Petition  from  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Ches- 
terfield was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  setting 
forth,  that,  agreeably  to  the  directipns  of  a  former  Conven- 
tion, they  had  subscribed  and  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  their 
County  one  shilling  per  poll  for  the  purchase  of  Gunpowder 
for  the  use  of  the  said  County,  the  greatest  part  of  which  had 
been  actually  laid  out  for  that  purpose,  and  the  Powder  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  Militia  Officers  ;  and  praying  that  the 
same  may  be  taken  on  the  publick  account,  and  the  money 
repaid  to  the  contributors. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ammunition  purchased  by  the  seve- 
ral County  Committees,  out  of  the  levy  imposed  by  them 
on  the  people,  or  by  private  subscribers,  be  taken  and  paid 
for  by  the  publick,  at  the  price  the  same  cost,  if  such  Com- 
mittees, or  subscribere,  are  willing  to  part  with  the  same ; 
and  the  persons  who  paid  for  it  be  reimbursed  their  several 
advances  on  that  account ;  and  that  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty, or  the  Executive  power  of  Virginia,  may  allow  so  much 
of  such  Ammunition  to  remain  in  the  respective  Counties 
as  they  may  judge  proper  for  the  security  of  such  County, 
having  regard  to  the  internal  as  well  as  external  situation 
thereof;  and  where  any  such  Ammunition  shall  have  been 
expended  for  the  publick  use,  that  the  original  cost  thereof 
be  also  reimbursed  by  the  publick. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Port  Royal,  the  Counties 
oiKing  George,  Caroline,  and  Westmoreland,  was  presented 


to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year 
1748  a  Ferry  was  established  from  Roy's  Landing,  in  Ca- 
roline, to  Gibson's,  in  King  George  County,  and  that  in  the 
year  1752,  a  free  Ferry  was  established,  to  be  kept  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Port  Royal,  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  them- 
selves and  the  people  trading  thereto;  that  after  the  ferry 
had  been  maintained  by  the  town  for  about  eight  years,  the 
proprietor  of  Roy's  entered  into  an  agreeirient  with  the  in- 
habitants to  set  over  all  foot  passengei-s  gratis,  on  condition 
the  free  boat  should  be  put  down  ;  that  after  that  time,  for 
a  term  of  about  sixteen  years,  the  proprietors  of  Roy's  kept 
tiieir  boat  at  the  publick  landing  of  the  said  town,  instead 
of  the  warehouse  landing,  not  through  stipulation,  but 
through  choice,  the  town  land  being  much  more  conve- 
nient to  the  publick,  in  general,  and  also  to  the  proprietors  ; 
that  notwithstanding,  regardless  of  the  publick  convenience, 
Mr.  James  Miller,  the  present  proprietor  of  Roy's,  hath, 
through  caprice  or  selfish  motives,  removed  the  ferry  to 
Roy's,  greatly  to  the  injury,  and  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
remonstrance  of  the  people  of  Caroline,  and  others  interested 
therein  ;  that  they  have  been  driven  by  necessity  to  apply 
to  Mr.  Francis  Conway,  the  present  proprietor  of  Gibson's, 
to  set  up  a  boat  to  convey  them  and  their  commodities  to 
the  town  landing,  as  formerly,  which  he  has  done,  and 
farmed  the  same  to  Mr.  James  Bowie,  who  owns  the  wharf 
so  convenient  to  the  Petitioners ;  but  that  as  Mr.  Bowie 
entertains  some  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  they 
humbly  submit  their  grievance  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Convention,  and  pray  that  a  ferry  from  the  town  landing  to 
Gibson's,  in  King  George  County,  may  be  established. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  inquire 
into  the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported,  that  the  Committee  had  proceeded  to  the 
examination  of  Thomas  Mitchell,  who  was  apprehended  on 
suspicion  of  being  inimical  to  the  rights  of  America,  and 
that  it  appeared  that  the  offence  with  which  he  was  charged 
comes  under  the  cognizance  of  a  Court  of  Commissioners ; 
and  that  they  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  there- 
upon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to; 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Thomas  Mitchell  be  sent  to  the 
Court  of  Commissioners  for  the  County  of  York,  there  to 
be  tried. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  assistants  to  Merchants,  and  other 
natives  of  Great  Britain,  was  presented  to  the  Convention, 
and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  finding  themselves  incapable 
of  proceeding  in  the  business  to  which  they  have  been  bred 
and  employed,  they  obtained  permission  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  to  depart  this  Colony  for  their  native  country, 
in  consequence  of  which  they  procured  a  passage,  and  had 
actually  embarked  on  board  a  vessel,  when  an  order  came 
for  the  detention  of  the  vessel  for  the  use  of  the  country,  by 
which  they  were  deprived  of  the  only  means  which  offered 
of  availing  themselves  of  the  passport  which  had  been  granted 
them ;  that,  previous  to  their  embarkation,  they  had  cancel- 
led, by  mutual  consent,  their  contracts  with  their  employers, 
and  had  made  sale  of  their  clothes  and  other  necessaries,  in 
order  to  procure  proper  accommodations  on  their  voyage, 
which  they  are  unable,  in  the  present  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, to  procure  again  ;  that  thus  deprived  of  the  means  of 
procuring  employment  and  subsistence  by  an  honest  pursuit 
of  those  labours  in  which  they  have  been  heretofore  em- 
ployed, and  far  removed  from  their  friends  and  connexions, 
they  pray  permission  may  be  granted  them  to  embark  for 
their  native  country. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances  ;  that  they  inquire  into 
the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opi- 
nion thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  on  the 
Declaration  of  Rights,  and  on  the  Ordinance  for  augmenting 
the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regular  forces,  providing  for  the 
better  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  Colony,  and  for  raising 
four  Troops  of  Horse,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 
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The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Report  from  the  Committee  of  Pubiicii  Claims,  made 
on  Tuesday  last,  on  the  Petition  of  Robert  Lucas;  and  the 
same  was  again  read,  and  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  a  call  of  the  Convention  on  Tues- 
day next. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  June  3,  1776. 

A  Petition  of  Andrew  Lush  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember last  he  removed  from  the  Town  of  Portsmouth,  on 
Lord  Dtimnore's  threatening  to  burn  the  same,  and  settled 
his  family  on  a  creek  a  few  miles  distant ;  that  in  the  night 
of  the  21st  o(  December  last,  a  boat  with  armed  men  came 
up  the  creek  and  landed  some  of  her  crew,  whilst  others 
got  in  a  canoe  and  advanced  towards  his  house,  and  upon 
hailing  them  he  was  answered  with  insulting  language  and 
a  fire  of  small-arms,  on  which  he  ordered  his  party  to  fire, 
whici)  they  did,  and  killed  one,  and  wounded  another ;  that 
his  wife  and  son  hearing  the  firing,  ran  to  the  door,  and  the 
enemy  firing  at  that  time,  wounded  her  in  the  thigh,  and  him 
in  the  arm  ;  that  the  expense  of  attending  and  curing  them 
will  reduce  him  to  great  distress,  unless  aided  by  the  pub- 
lick  ;  and  praying  his  case  might  be  taken  into  consideration, 
and  such  relief  granted  him  as  should  be  thought  just  and 
reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr.  Holt, 
Mr.  Robinson,  Mr.  Thoroughgood,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  Fulgham, 
Mr.  Riddick,  and  Mr.  Cowper ;  that  they  inquire  into  the 
allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Halifax  County  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the 
Court-House  of  their  County  is  situate  within  ten  miles  of 
the  north  line,  while  many  of  them  on  the  south  side  are 
twenty  miles  distant,  besides  having  the  Rivers  Hico,  Dan, 
and  Banister,  to  cross,  which  are  frequently  impassable ; 
that  they  have,  at  the  expense  of  £30,  caused  a  survey  of 
the  said  County  to  be  made,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
centre  is  on  the  south  side  of  Banister;  that,  in  consequence 
thereof,  they  made  application  to  the  Governour  and  Coun- 
cil for  a  writ  of  adjournment  to  some  place  near  the  centre, 
which  was  refused  them ;  that  about  two  years  ago,  a  new 
and  elegant  Court-House  was  directed  to  be  built,  which 
was  undertaken  for  the  sum  of  £300,  £200  of  which  have 
been  already  levied  ;  but  that  no  part  of  the  plank  or  framing 
is  yet  in  place,  and  they  might,  with  small  expense,  be  re- 
moved to  or  near  the  centre ;  and  praying  such  relief  as 
should  be  thought  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  inquire 
into  the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmund  Randolph,  Mr.  Treasurer, 
Mr.  Norvell,  Mr.  Dudley  Digges,  Mr.  nilliam  Digges,  Mr. 
Travis,  and  Mr.  Holt,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
services  of  the  persons  appointed  to  fill  up  the  Treasury 
Notes ;  and  they  are  to  report  what,  in  their  opinion,  will 
be  a  proper  reward  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Terry  and  Mr.  Watkins  be  added  to 
the  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Major-General  Lee,  and  also  a  Letter  from  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Howe ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Declaration  of  Rights ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Committee 4Rd, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  Decla- 
ration of  Rights,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but 
not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him 
to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again 
resolve  itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 


the  Ordinance  for  augmenting  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Re- 
gular forces,  providing  for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers 
of  this  Colony,  and  for  raising  four  Troops  of  Horse,  being 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr. 
Clapham,  Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Richard  Cary,  and  Mr.  Curie, 
be  a  Committee  to  examine  the  Accounts  and  Vouchers  for 
the  money  paid  by  John  Harvie  and  Joseph  Neaville,  Esqs., 
agreeably  to  the  Resolution  of  the  last  Convention ;  and  that 
they  also  consider  of,  and  report,  what  will  be  a  proper 
allowance  to  them  for  their  respective  services. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  two  claims  to  them  referred,  and 
had  agreed  upon  a  Report,  and  come  to  several  Resolutions 
thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
read,  and  are  as  follows : 

On  consideration  of  the  claim  of  Joseph  Cabell,  it  appears 
to  the  Committee  that  he  was,  by  a  Resolution  of  the  last 
Convention,  appointed  a  Commissioner  to  receive  for,  and 
pay  to,  the  several  claimants  of  the  Counties  of  Pittsylvania, 
Augusta,  Botetourt,  Fincastle,  and  Bedford,  whatever  was 
due  to  them  from  the  publick  on  account  of  the  late  expe- 
dition against  the  Indians ;  that  upon  consulting  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  they  thought  that  as  the  money  he  was  to 
receive  from  the  Treasury  lor  that  purpose  amounted  to  so 
considerable  a  sura  as  £33,600,  it  would  be  necessary  that 
he  should  be  attended  with  a  proper  guard  during  the  time 
it  should  remain  in  his  possession  ;  and  that,  for  the  more 
speedy  expediting  the  business,  and  that  the  money  might 
not  long  remain  in  his  hands,  he  employed  a  clerk  to  assist 
in  paying  it  away,  and  taking  receipts,  and  three  guards  to 
attend  him,  whose  charge  for  those  services,  with  their  ex- 
penses, amount  to  the  sum  of  £93  8s.  6d.,  which  he  has 
paid. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  sum  of  £150,  allowed  to  the  said  Joseph  Cabell  by  the 
last  Convention  for  the  services  aforesaid,  is  sufficient,  and 
therefore  that  he  ought  not  to  be  reimbursed  the  said  sum 
of  £93  8s.  6d. 

it  likewise  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  said  Jo- 
seph Cabell  has  collected  from  sundry  persons  indebted  tq 
this  country  several  sums  of  money,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  £217  15s.,  which  he  has  paid  into  the  publick  Treasury. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  said  Joseph  Cabell  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £21 
15s.  6d.  for  his  trouble  in  collecting  and  paying  into  the 
Treasury  the  sum  of  £217  15s. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  claim  of  Thomas  Bachelor,  for  the  loss  of  his  Houses, 
and  other  property  burnt  and  destroyed  by  the  country's 
Troops  in  Norfolk,  is  a  matter  of  Continental  concern,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  be  paid  by  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  and  Resolutions  do  lie 
on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  June  4,  1776. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  Officers  of  the  Militia  of  the  County 
of  Amelia  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  set- 
ting forth,  that  there  are  at  least  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Overseers  in  their  County  who  are  exempt  from  musters, 
and  being  allotted  in  the  divisions  of  the  Militia  which  have 
been  formed,  and  are  in  readiness,  in  case  the  Militia  should 
be  called  into  duty;  and  praying  that  the  said  exemptions 
may  be  recalled. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances  ;  that  they  inquire  into 
the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opi- 
nion thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Brooke  be  added  to  the  Committee 
of  Propositions  and  Grievances,  and  Mr.  Lyne  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privileges  and  Elections,  and  to  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  Reports  of  John  Harvie  and  Joseph  Neaville, 
Gentlemen,  were  referred. 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Price  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read ;  setting  forth  that,  being  inlisted  in  Cap- 
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tain  John  Lewis's  Company,  he  served  in  the  expedition 
against  the  Indians  in  the  year  1774,  and  was  wounded  in 
the  engagement  at  the  Kanawha,  by  a  bullet  in  his  left  arm, 
by  which  he  has  greatly  suffered,  and  is  rendered  little  able 
to  procure  a  subsistence  ;  and  praying  his  case  may  be  taken 
into  consideration,  and  such  relief  granted  him  as  shall  be 
thougiu  just  and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims ;  that  they  inquire  into  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  Convention. 

Many  Cadets  having  joined  the  several  Regiments  raised 
for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  under  the  faith  of  an  Ordi- 
nance of  General  Convention,  upon  the  allowances  thereby 
established,  which,  by  the  said  Regiments  being  taken  upon 
Continental  pay,  is  so  much  lessened  that  the  said  Cadets 
are  unable  to  support  themselves,  whereby  they  may  be 
compelled  to  quit  the  service,  and  the  publick  injured  by  the 
want  of  experienced  young  gentlemen  to  fill  vacant  posts  in 
fhe  Army; 

Resolved,  That  the  allowance  of  the  said  Cadets  be  made 
equal  to  what  they  received  under  the  Ordinance  of  this 
Convention,  and  the  difference  paid  by  this  Colony. 

A  Petition  of  Joseph  Jones,  Joshua  Campbell,  James  Fe- 
rebee,  and  Williatn  Burgess,  Merchants  and  Partners,  of 
North- Carolina,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ; 
setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  oi  April  last  they  loaded 
their  sloop,  the  Two  Brothers,  with  a  suitable  cargo  for  the 
Island  of  Martinico,  in  the  West-Indies,  as  will  appear  by 
the  bill  of  lading ;  that,  on  the  14th  of  the  said  month,  as 
she  lay  in  Ocracock  Inlet,  in  North- Carolina,  ready  to  sail, 
a  certain  John  Goodrich,  of  Virginia,  in  an  armed  sloop 
called  the  Lilly,  with  force  of  artns  violently  seized  and  took 
possession  of  their  said  vessel  and  cargo,  with  her  crew, 
and,  having  taken  out  their  Captain,  put  on  board  a  prize- 
master  and  some  mariners,  and  ordered  her  to  sea,  under 
convoy  of  a  certain  Lieutenant  Wright,  who  commanded 
another  armed  vessel ;  that  their  vessel,  on  the  20th  of  the 
same  month,  as  will  appear  by  several  affidavits,  was  strand- 
ed on  the  north  of  Cape  Look-out,  in  Carolina,  where  she 
was  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Committee  of  the  County 
of  Carteret ;  that  the  said  vessel  and  cargo,  at  a  very  accu- 
rate estimate,  were  worth  £1149  16*.  10c?.,  North- Carolina 
currency;  that  as  the  loss  they  have  sustained  was  occasioned 
by  the  hostilities  of  the  said  Goodrich,  they  beg  leave  to  lay 
their  case  before  the  Convention,  and  submit  it  whether  it 
is  not  agreeable  to  justice  that  satisfaction  be  made  them  out 
of  the  estate  of  the  said  Goodrich. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition,  together  with  the  several 
exhibits,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and 
Grievances ;  that  they  inquire  into  the  allegations  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
Convention. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
and  report  the  cause  and  means  of  depreciating  the  value  of 
the  Paper  money  of  this  country,  and  at  what  rates  the  goods 
are  sold  in  the  publick  Store ;  and  that  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr. 
Henry,  Mr.  Digges,  Mr.  Bowyer,  Mr.  McCarty,  Mr.  Mayo, 
Mr.  Foythress,  Mr.  Dandridge,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Terry, 
be  of  the  said  Committee. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Declaration  of  Rights ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  Decla- 
ration of  Rights,  and  had  made  a  further  progress  therein, 
but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed 
him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  t»-morrow  again  re- 
solve itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  under  their  consideration  the  case  of  George  Blair,  and 
had  agreed  upon  a  Report,  and  come  to  a  Resolution  there- 
upon, as  follows: 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  from  the  confession  of  the 
said  George  Blair,  that  in  the  month  of  November  last  he 
accepted  a  commission  from  Lord  Dunmare,  appointing  him 
a  Captain  in  the  service  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain;  in 
consequence  whereof  he  acted  in  the  battles  at  Kemp's  Land- 


ing and  the  Great  Bridge,  against  this  Colony;  that  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  fight  for  his  King  and  country,  and 
that  he  did  not  consider  this  to  be  his  country ;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  your  Committee  that  the  said  George  Blair  was 
taken  in  artns. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  irom  the  deposition  of 
George  Purdie,  that  the  said  George  Blair  came  into  this 
Colony  from  Glasgow,  in  the  year  1762,  an  apprentice  to 
the  deponent,  for  the  term  of  three  years  ;  that  in  the  month 
o{  January,  1768,  the  said  George  Blair  went  to  Glasgow, 
and  returned  to  this  country  in  the  month  of  October  follow- 
ing, where  he  resided  until  the  time  of  his  joining  Lore! 
Dunmore;  that  the  deponent  is  unacquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  said  Blair,  or  what  property  he  has  ia 
this  Colony. 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  said 
George  Blair  is  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  that  this  Resolution 
be  communicated  to  the  Commanding  Officer. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  and  Resolution  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  it- 
self into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on  the 
Ordinance  for  augmenting  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regular 
forces,  providing  for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this 
Colony,  and  for  raising  four  Troops  of  Horse,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  be  desired  to  issue  his  Writ 
for  the  election  of  a  Delegate  for  the  County  of  Culpepper, 
in  the  room  of  Henry  Field,  Esquire,  who  hath  vacated  his 
seat  by  accepting  a  military  post  of  profit  in  the  Continental 
Army. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  5,  1776. 

A  Petition  of  Margaret  Goodrich  was  presented  to  the 
Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  she  is  greatly 
alarmed  at  a  report  which  prevails,  that  her  husband,  John 
Goodrich,  is  intended  to  be  sent  to  the  back  parts  of  this 
Colony ;  that,  by  this  step,  he  will  be  deprived  of  those  con- 
veniences and  necessaries  which  he  is  now  able  to  procure 
from  his  estate,  which  lies  in  the  lower  parts  of  this  country; 
and  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  remain  at  some 
plantation  at  or  near  his  friends. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Mecklenburgh  County 
was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth 
that,  before  passing  the  late  Ordinance  for  establishing  a 
mode  of  making  Tobacco  payments  during  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  Inspection  Law,  the  Vestry  of  St.  James's 
Parish,  in  that  County,  proceeded  to  lay  the  levy  in  money, 
notwithstanding  the  many  difficulties  they  labour  under  for 
want  of  trade  in  that  part  of  the  Colony,  where  the  cultiva- 
tion of  tobacco,  with  which  it  has  been  usual  to  discharge 
their  levies,  is  the  principal  object  of  the  planter ;  and  pray- 
ing such  relief  as  shall  be  thought  just  and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  inquire 
into  the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Declaration  of  Rights ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  Decla- 
ration of  Rights,  and  had  made  a  further  progress  therein, 
but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed 
him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  again 
resolve  itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

A  Petition  of  Mary  Elligood  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  she  has  for  some  time 
past  been  in  great  distress,  all  the  personal  estate  of  her  hus- 
band, Mr.  Jacob  Elligood,  being  seized,  as  she  underetands, 
for  the  use  of  the  country,  and  that  she,  with  three  children, 
is  by  that  means  deprived  of  every  necessary  of  life,  and 
obliged  to  depend  for  their  subsistence  on  the  benevolence 
of  her  friends ;  that  she  is  advised  there  is  no  provision  made 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  wives  and  children  of  those  who 
are  judged  inimical  to  the  liberties  oi  Ajrierica ;  and  praying 


1551 


VIRGINIA  CONVENTION.  JUNE.  1776. 


1552 


that  such  allowance  may  be  made  her  and  her  children,  out 
of  her  said  husband's  estate,  as  to  this  Convention  shall 
seem  just  and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  several  Petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  ;  that  they  in- 
quire into  the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinance  for  augmenting  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Re- 
gular forces,  providing  for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers 
of  this  Colony,  and  for  raising  four  Ti-oops  of  Horse,  being 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
and  report  the  cause  and  means  of  depreciating  the  value  of 
the  Paper  money  of  this  country,  and  at  what  rates  the  goods 
are  sold  at  the  publick  Store,  do  also  inquire  and  report  what 
money  hath  been  advanced,  and  to  whom,  for  the  pay  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  Regular  service,  and  whether  the  same  hath 
been  actually  paid  to  such  soldiers  ;  and  that  Mr.  Starke  and 
Mr.  David  Mason  be  added  to  the  said  Committee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  June  6,  1776. 
The  Convention  being  informed  that  David  Ross  had 
delivered  a  Colonel's  commission  to  a  person  to  bring  the 
Indians  against  this  country,  and  that  they  were  in  motion 
accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  information  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections ;  that  they  examine 
into  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same  as  it  shall  ap- 
pear to  them,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Conven- 
tion ;  and  that  the  said  David  Ross  be  sent  for,  in  custody 
of  a  messenger,  and  he  is  to  take  care  that  he  be  safely  con- 
veyed to  this  City,  to  answer  the  said  information. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  condition  of  the  several  Prisoners  confined  in  the 
publick  Jail ;  and  that  Mr.  Starke,  Mr.  Gilmer,  Mr.  Blair, 
and  Mr.  Edmund  Randolph,  be  of  the  said  Committee. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony, 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Gary  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  Letters 
from  Major-General  Lee,  Brigadier-General  Howe,  and  Co- 
lonel Stephen,  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  and  had  come  to  the 
following  Resolutions  thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  EUiot,  Officers 
from  South- Carolina,  be  permitted  to  recruit  soldiers  in  this 
Colony,  provided  they  do  not  inlist  any  of  the  Regulars,  Ma- 
rines, or  Minute-men,  already  engaged  here  in  the  Continen- 
tal or  Colonial  service. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Continental  Troops  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
Elizabeth  River  to  erect  Batteries,  or  Breastworks,  on  both 
sides  of  the  said  river,  where  he  thinks  necessary,  in  order 
effectually  to  protect  the  Harbours  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth ;  and  that  he  be  informed  that  this  Colony  will  give 
him  all  possible  assistance  towards  completing  and  defending 
the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  directed  to 
engage  with  Mr.  James  Hunter,  of  Fredcricksburgh,  for  as 
many  good  Muskets,  with  Bayonets,  Sheaths,  and  steel  Ram- 
rods, as  he  can  manufacture  within  twelve  months  from  this 
time,  at  the  rate  of  £6  for  each  stand  ;  and  that  they  allow 
the  same  price  to  any  other  person  who  shall  manufacture 
Arms  within  this  Colony,  of  e^ual  goodness  with  the  sample 
now  produced  by  the  said  Hunter. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton, be  added  to  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Reports  of  the 
Committees  for  the  Counties  of  Caroline  and  Spottsylvania 
were  referred. 

The  Orders^ of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  and 
on  the  Ordinance  for  augmentinK  the  Ninth  Reijiment  of  Re- 
gular  forces,  providing  for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers 


of  this  Colony,  and  for  raising  four  Troops  of  Horse,  being 
read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  7,  1776. 
Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported,  that  they  had,  according  to  order,  proceeded 
to  the  examination  of  James  JValkcr,  who  was  apprehended 
on  suspicion  of  being  inimical  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
America,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  there- 
upon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Walker  be  tried  by  the 
Court  of  Commissioners  for  the  County  of  Norfolk. 

A  Representation  of  Brigadier-General  Leivis  was  present- 
ed to  the  Convention,  and  read;  setting  forth  the  necessity 
of  retaining  Mr.  John  Stadler,  Engineer  in  the  Continental 
Army,  in  the  service  ;  which  could  only  be  done  by  increas- 
ing the  pay  and  allowance  made  him  by  the  Continental 
Congress,  on  which  he  could  not  support  himself. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Stadler  be  allowed  lOs.  per 
day,  including  the  pay  allowed  him  by  Congress,  and  all 
travelling  expenses  which  may  exceed  that  sum,  a  theodo- 
lite and  chain  to  be  furnished  by  the  publick,  together  with 
a  servant  and  horse,  to  carry  those  instruments ;  that  his 
rations  be  equal  to  those  of  a  Captain,  and  that  forage  be 
allowed  him  for  two  horses ;  and  that  the  said  pay  do  com- 
mence from  the  4th  day  of  May  last,  and  continue  so  long 
as  he  shall  remain  in  the  service  of  this  Colony. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported,  that  the  Committee  liad,  according  to  order, 
examined  into  the  cases  of  John  Mclntire,  Alexander  Thomp- 
son, George  Oldner,  William  Ancock,  and  Stephen  Samp- 
son, Jun.,  who  were  apprehended  on  suspicion  of  their  being 
inimical  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  America ;  and  that  it 
appeared  to  them,  that  the  said  John  Mclntire  was  formerly 
a  sailor  in  a  vessel  belonging  to  William  Black,  and  was  im- 
pressed on  board  a  man-of-war,  from  which  he  made  his 
escape,  and  was  taken  in  the  neighbourhood  oi  Norfolk. 
That  the  said  Alexander  Thompson  was  a  resident  in  Ports- 
mouth, and  taken  from  thence  and  sent  to  the  publick  Jail, 
but  that  no  testimony  was  offered  them  respecting  his  con- 
duct. That  it  appeared  the  said  George  Oldner  hath  been 
unfriendly  to  the  Anerican  cause,  but  committed  no  act 
which  brings  him  within  the  Ordinance  for  imprisoning  the 
enemies  of  America.  That  the  said  Williain  Ancock  was 
taken  near  Norfolk,  and  is  a  sailor  belonging  to  the  Otter 
man-of-war.  That  the  said  Stephen  Sampson  was  taken  in 
company  with  the  said  William  Ancock,  and  is  an  appren- 
tice to  Thoroughgood  Smith  &f  Co.,  of  the  Eastern-Shore. 
And  that  they  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions  there- 
upon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Mclntire  be  discharged 
from  confinement. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Alexander  Thompson  be  dis- 
charged from  confinement. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  George  Older  be  removed  from 
the  County  of  Norfolk  to  an  interior  part  of  the  country, 
agreeably  to  a  Resolution  of  this  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Ancock  is  a  prisoner  of 
war,  and  that  this  Resolution  be  communicated  to  the  Com- 
manding Oflicer. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Stephen  Sampson  be  delivered 
to  the  said  Thoroughgood  Smith  ^  Co. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
examined  the  cases  of  five  Negro  slaves  now  in  the  publick 
Jail ;  and  that  it  appeared  to  them,  that  the  said  slaves  came 
from  the  Eastern-Shore  to  Norfolk  in  a  vessel  belonging  to 
Edmund  Bailey,  of  the  County  of  Accomack,  which  they  took 
from  him  in  the  night,  with  design  to  join  Lord  Dunmore ;  that 
they  were  taken  by  a  party  of  soldiers  in  the  pay  of  this  Co- 
lony, and  sent  to  Jail  by  order  of  Colonel  Woodford ;  that 
three  of  the  said  slaves,  named  Joe  Acum,  Joe,  and  Gabriel, 
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a  lad,  are  tlie  property  of  the  said  Edmund  Bailey ;  that 
one  other,  named  Luke,  is  the  property  of  tiie  said  John 
Bailey,  of  the  said  County;  and  the  fifth,  named  Peter,  is 
the  property  of  Thomas  Jacobs,  of  the  same  County;  and 
that  they  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Negro  lad  named  Gabriel  be  deli- 
vered up  to  the  said  Edmund  Bailey. 

Resolved,  That  the  other  Slaves  be  sent  up  the  country, 
and  employed  in  some  publick  works ;  and  that  there  should 
be  paid  to  the  Masters  of  the  said  Slaves,  by  the  publick, 
so  long  as  they  shall  be  in  their  service,  the  following  sums 
per  annum,  that  is  to  say :  To  Edmund  Bailey,  for  Joe  Acum, 
£12,  and  for  Joe,  £8;  tx)  John  Bailey,  for  Luke,  £8;  and 
to  Thomas  Jacobs,  (or  Peter,  £8. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  desired  to 
carry  into  execution  the  foregoing  Resolutions. 

Mr.  Starke,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
and  report  the  state  of  the  Prisoners  confined  in  the  publick 
Jail,  reported,  that  they  had,  according  to  order,  examined 
into  the  same ;  and  that  it  appeared  to  them  that  the  said 
Jail  being  badly  planned  and  situated  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
mitting a  free  air,  all  the  prisoners  are  more  or  less  distressed 
on  that  account ;  that  this  inconvenience  is  greatly  increas- 
ed, as  well  by  a  large  number  of  persons  being  under  con- 
finement in  the  same  small  apartment  as  the  heat  of  the 
weather ;  that  although  most  of  the  rooms  seem  to  have 
been  properly  attended  to  and  kept  in  tolerable  decency,  an 
offensive  smell,  which  they  think  would  be  injurious  to  the 
most  robust  health,  prevails  in  them  all,  but  which  they 
think  might,  in  a  great  measure,  be  removed  by  burning  tar 
in  and  frequently  purifying  the  rooms  with  vinegar ;  that  the 
rooms  in  which  the  negroes  are  confined  abound  with  filth, 
a  circumstance,  as  they  are  informed,  owing  to  the  want  of 
necessary  hands  to  assist  in  providing  for  so  large  and  un- 
usual a  number  of  prisoners;  that  several  windows  may,  with 
safety,  be  cut  in  the  walls  of  the  Jail ;  that  ventilators,  if 
properly  fixed,  would  be  of  infinite  service ;  that  some  com- 
plaints were  made  by  the  prisoners  against  the  unwhole- 
someness  of  their  diet,  which,  upon  inquiry,  were  found  to 
be  groundless ;  that  Joh7i  Goodrich,  the  elder,  is  at  present, 
and  hath  been  for  three  days  past,  indisposed  with  a  slight 
fever,  proceeding,  as  they  imagine,  from  a  restlessness  and 
peevishness  under  his  chains ;  that  two  gentlemen  of  the 
faculty  have  advised  his  removal  to  some  other  place,  lest 
that  disorder,  which  at  present  is  but  slight,  might  in  a  short 
time,  for  want  of  fresh  air,  terminate  in  a  putrid  fever. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  doth  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  said  Report,  and  that  the  said  Committee  do 
immediately  provide  for  the  several  matters  mentioned  in  the 
said  Report ;  that  the  chains  be  taken  off  the  said  John 
Goodrich,  and  that  he  be  conveyed  to  a  proper  place,  un- 
der a  strong  guard,  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

Ordered,  That  Josias  Rogers,  a  prisoner  of  war,  be  con- 
veyed to  Charlottesville,  and  there  admitted  to  his  parole 
not  to  depart  without  the  limits  of  the  said  town. 

A  Memorial  of  William  Aylett  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  is  informed  it  hath 
been  suggested  to  the  Convention  that  the  soldiery  have 
been  charged  more  for  goods  in  the  publick  store  than  they 
could  have  purchased  them  of  the  merchants ;  particularly 
that  osnaburgs,  which  might  be  had  for  two  shillings,  was 
sold  at  the  publick  store  for  four  shillings  per  yard  ;  that  he 
declares  it  as  his  opinion  it  is  highly  meritorious  in  the  Con- 
vention to  pay  a  strict  attention  to  publick  officers,  by  fre- 
quent examinations  into  their  conduct ;  and  as  nothing  could 
be  more  agreeable  to  him  than  to  receive  from  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  his  country  an  approbation  of  his  conduct,  it 
gave  him  great  pleasure  to  hear  that  the  Convention  had 
appointed  gentlemen  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  above 
suggestion,  which  he  begs  leave  to  assure  them  is  entirely 
void  of  foundation  ;  that  osnaburgs  have  never  been  sold 
higher  in  the  publick  store  than  one  shilling  and  six-pence 
per  yard  till  about  a  month  ago,  when  a  quantity  was  im- 
ported on  the  Colony  account,  which  has  been  issued  at  two 
shillings  per  yard,  and  which,  to  have  done  strict  justice  to 
the  country,  ought,  in  part,  to  have  been  sold  at  two  shil- 
lings and  four-pence,  as  all  kinds  of  goods  imported  from  the 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  vi.  98 


West-Indies  are  sold  at  one  hundred  per  centum  at  least  in 
the  wholesale  way;  that  the  Committee  of  Safety  gave  Mr. 
John  Dixon  that  advance  for  a  parcel  of  goods  brought  in 
the  same  vessel,  and  he  gave  the  same  for  all  goods  he  pur- 
chased in  Philadelphia ;  that  he  can  venture  to  affirm  that 
since  the  commencement  of  the  publick  store  the  soldiery 
have  been  furnished  at  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  per  centum 
cheaper  than  they  could  have  got  them  elsewhere ;  that  he 
hath  hitherto  considered  himself  as  an  agent  appointed  to  do 
strict  justice  between  the  country  and  the  soldiery,  and  there- 
fore hath  exerted  himself  to  procure  goods  upon  such  terms 
as  not  only  to  furnish  the  troops  lower  than  they  could  sup- 
ply themselves  elsewhere,  but,  at  the  same  time,  to  secure 
the  country  from  loss,  by  a  moderate  profit ;  that  it  hath 
been  a  standing  rule,  in  all  contracts  for  articles  furnished 
from  the  northward,  to  allow  them  the  difference  in  the  cur- 
rency, which  he  charges,  except  in  some  articles  which  will 
not  bear  it,  although  he  has  sold  goods  purchased  on  his  pri- 
vate account  from  fifteen  to  thirty  per  centum  upon  the  cost 
in  Philadelphia,  which,  considering  the  risk  by  water,  was 
not  unreasonable,  and  this  risk  the  publick  goods  were 
obliged  to  encounter,  there  being  a  great  quantity  of  low- 
priced  bulky  articles  ;  that  by  this  method  of  importing  them 
five  per  centum  will  pay  every  expense,  and  consequently 
will,  in  this  instance,  gain  a  profit  by  the  risk ;  that  the  Co- 
lony lost  the  cargo  sent  out  by  Mr.  Diion,  and  that  it  is 
reasonable  it  should  have  the  common  profit  on  the  goods 
imported ;  that  he  has  made  it  his  endeavour,  on  all  occa- 
sions, to  give  content  to  the  soldiers,  and  has  never  heard  a 
complaint  from  any  of  them ;  that  if  the  Convention  are 
of  a  different  opinion  respecting  the  profits,  he  hopes  no 
fault  will  be  imputed  to  him,  as  they  have  it  in  their  power 
to  dispose  of  the  goods  as  they  shall  think  proper ;  that  he 
cannot,  at  this  time,  say  what  the  profits  will  be,  as  there 
are  many  goods  on  hand  ;  but  he  will,  if  the  Convention 
direct  him,  immediately  proceed  to  take  an  inventory,  and 
let  them  know  the  state  of  his  accounts. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Memorial  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into,  and  report,  the  cause  and 
means  of  depreciating  the  value  of  the  Paper  money  of  this 
country,  and  at  what  rates  the  goods  are  sold  in  the  publick 
store ;  that  they  inquire  into  the  allegations  thereof,  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  aug- 
menting the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regular  forces,  providing 
for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  Colony,  and  for 
raising  four  Troops  of  Horse ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Blair 
reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
said  Ordinance  under  their  consideration,  and  had  gone 
through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  together  with  the 
Amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  Declaration  of  Rights  and  on  the 
state  of  the  Colony,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

An  attested  copy  of  a  Letter  from  Henry  Stuart,  Deputy 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  directed  to  the  inhabitants 
on  the  frontiers,  informing  them  that  five  hundred  Indian 
Warriors  from  each  Nation  were  to  fall  on  the  said  frontiers, 
while  other  forces  were  to  make  a  diversion  on  the  sea-coast, 
was  presented  to  the  Convention,  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  June  8,  1776. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
the  Delegates  apjiointed  to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  Ge- 
neral Congress,  and  also  a  Letter  from  Major-General  Lee ; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Lou- 
doun was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  setting 
forth,  that  there  is  a  great  number  of  tenants  in  their  County 
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on  cash  rents,  many  of  whose  contracts  are  of  a  late  date, 
and  upon  hifjh  rents,  particularly  tliose  who  have  a  numher 
of  slaves  with  their  lands ;  that  when  these  contracts  were 
made  they  had  a  very  flourishing  growing  trade  for  grain 
and  flour  at  Akxawlria  and  other  ports,  which  have  been 
chiefly  relied  on,  both  by  the  landlords  and  tenants,  to  dis- 
charge tlieir  rents ;  that  those  articles  are  now  useless  on 
their  hands,  in  consequence  of  which  they  labour  under  great 
ditlicullies ;  that  in  most  of  the  late  contracts  the  landlords 
have  bound  the  tenants  to  pay  all  land  taxes  that  might 
accrue,  as  these  unhappy  times  were  then  unforeseen  ;  and 
praying  that  the  Convention  may  take  their  case  into  con- 
sideration, and  grant  them  such  relief  as  shall  be  judged 
proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  inquire 
into  the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inspectors  of  Warrasqueake  Bay  Ware- 
houses was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read  ;  setting 
forth,  that  on  the  night  of  the  19th  q{  March,  1775,  the  said 
warehouses  were  broken  open,  and  two  hogsheads  of  to- 
bacco stolen  therefrom,  weighing  two  tiiousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  pounds,  which  they  supposed  was  done  by 
some  people  belonging  to  a  brig  then  lying  oft'  the  said 
warehouses;  that  on  tiie  13th  of  July  following  two  other 
hogsheads  of  tobacco  were  stolen  from  thence  in  like  man- 
ner, weighing  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-two  pounds: 
that  they  lost  no  time  in  pursuit  of  the  persons  they  sup- 
posed had  taken  the  same,  but  were  not  able  to  recover  it ; 
and  praying  the  Convention  will  tiike  their  case  into  con- 

*^n  Ordinance  for  augmenting  the  JVinth  Regiment  of  Regular  Forces, 
providing  for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers  oft/us  Colony,  and 
for  raising  six  Troops  of  Horse. 

Whereas  it  hath  become  necessary,  for  the  better  defence  of  this  coun- 
try, to  augment  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regular  forces,  so  as  to  make  the 
same  equal  with  the  other  Regiments:  Ba  it  therefore  ordained,  by 
the  Delegates  and  Representatives  of  the  several  Counties  and  Corpo- 
rations o/"V]RoiNii,  now  assembled  in  General  Convention,  and  it  is 
hereby  ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Ninth  Regiment 
of  the  Regular  forces  raised  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  coun- 
try, and  stationed  in  the  Counties  of  JVorthavipton  and  Accomack,  be 
augmented  by  the  addition  of  two  hundred  and  four  men,  to  be  divided 
into  Companies  of  sixty-eight  each,  rank  and  file,  under  the  command  of 
one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  and  four  Sergeants,  and  each 
Company  to  be  allowed  a  Drummer  and  Fifcr. 

Jind  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Captains  and  Subaltern  Officers 
of  one  of  the  said  Companies  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Committee  for  the 
said  County  of  JVorthampton,  and  the  Captains  and  Subaltern  Officers  to 
the  other  two  Companies  by  the  Committee  of  the  said  County  of  Jlcco- 
mack ;  which  officers  and  men  so  to  be  appointed  and  raised  shall  be 
considered  as  a  part  of  the  said  Ninth  Regiment,  and  receive  the  same 
bounty,  pay,  and  allowance,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  and 
authority,  as  the  other  part  of  the  said  Regiment. 

And  whereas  there  is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  the  enemies  of 
America  are  endeavouring  to  kindle  an  Indian  war  on  our  frontiers, 
which  ought  timely  to  be  provided  against:  Jie  it  therefore  further  or- 
dained by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  four  hundred  men  be  employed 
for  the  defence  of  the  North  and  Northwestern  frontiers,  and  stationed 
at  the  following  places,  that  is  to  say:  two  hundred  at  Point  Pleasant, 
fifty  at  the  mouth  of  Little  Kana-wha,  fifty  at  the  mouth  of  Wheeling, 
and  one  hundred  at  Fort  Pitt,  for  so  long  time  as  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  or  others  having  the  executive  powers  of  Government  during  the 
recess  of  the  Legislature,  shall  judge  them  necessary. 

.^nd  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Captain  of  the  Company  of  Re- 
gulars now  stationed  at  Fort  Pitt  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered 
and  required  to  advance  and  allow  to  each  private  man  of  his  Company 
a  bounty  of  twenty  shillings,  provided  he  shall  be  willing  to  continue  in 
the  service  for  the  time  above  required,  and  to  engage  others  in  the  room 
of  such  as  may  refuse  to  serve,  so  as  to  complete  his  Company  to  one 
hundred  men,  to  remain  at  that  station  ;  that  the  Captain  of  the  Com- 
pany now  stationed  at  Point  Pleasant  do  in  like  manner  retain  so  many 
of  his  men  as  shall  be  willing  to  continue  in  service,  or  inUst  others  in 
the  room  of  such  as  may  refuse,  so  as  to  complete  his  Company  to  one 
hundred  men,  to  remain  at  their  said  station.  And  that  the  Committee 
of  the  County  oi  Botetourt  shaW  appoint  one  Captain,  three  Lieutenants, 
and  one  Ensign,  to  command  another  Company  of  one  hundred  men  to 
be  raised  for  the  said  Garrison  at  Point  Pleasant,  which  Company  shall 
also  be  allowed  four  Sergeants,  a  Drummer  and  Fifcr ;  and  the  officers 
so  appointed  shall  proceed  to  inlist  their  men,  in  the  following  propor- 
tions, that  is  to  say :  the  Captain  forty,  the  First  Lieutenant  twenty,  the 
Second  Lieutenant  eighteen,  the  Third  Lieutenant  sixteen,  and  the  En- 
sign twelve,  to  be  reviewed  by  three  of  the  Committee  of  the  said  County 
of  Botetourt,  to  be  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose.  And 
that  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Augusta  shall  appoint  one  Cap- 
tain, one  Lieutenant,  and  one  Ensign,  to  command  a  Company  of  fifty 
men,  to  be  stationed  at  the  mouth  o(  Little  Kanawha,  which  Company 
shall  also  be  allowed  three  Sergeants,  a  Drummer  and  Fifer ;  and  the 
officers  so  to  be  appointed  shall  proceed  to  inlist  the  men  for  the  said 
Company,  in  the  following  proportions,  that  is  to  say  :  the  Captain  twen- 
ty-five, the  Lieutenant  eighteen,  and  the  Ensign  twelve,  to  be  reviewed 
by  three  of  the  Committee  of  the  said  County  of  Augusta  appointed  by 
the  Committee  for  that  purpose.  And  that  the  Committee  of  the  County 
of  HampslUre  shall  appoint  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  and  one  En- 


sideration,  and  grant  them  such  relief  as  shall  be  thought 
just  and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims;  that  they  inquire  into  the  matter 
thereof  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  Convention. 

An  Ordinance  for  augmenting  the  Ninth  Regiment  of 
Regular  forces,  providing  for  the  better  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  this  Colony,  and  for  raising  four  Troops  of  Horse, 
having  been  fairly  transcribed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass,  and  the  title 
be.  An  Ordinance  for  augmenting  the  Ninth  Regiment  of 
Regular  forces,  providing  for  the  better  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  this  Colony,  and  for  raising  six  Troops  or  Horse.* 

A  claim  of  Captain  M'illiam  Darke  and  Captain  Isaac 
Bealc,  for  the  expenses  incurred  in  supporting  their  two 
Companies  of  Riflemen  from  the  time  of  their  heing  imbo- 
died  till  the  passing  of  the  Ordinance  directing  the  same  to 
be  raised,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  claim  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims ;  that  they  inquire  into  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  Convention. 

Besohed,  That  this  Convention  will  on  Thursday  next 
proceed,  by  ballot,  to  the  appointment  of  a  Major  to  the 
forces  directed  to  be  raised  for  the  better  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers, and  of  the  Oflicers  to  command  the  Troops  of  Horse. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  empowered 
to  discharge  Mr.  Richard  Morris,  Paymaster  and  Commis- 

sign,  to  command  a  Company  of  fifty  men,  to  be  stationed  at  the  mouth 
of  fVlieeling,  which  Company  shall  also  be  allowed  three  Sergeants,  a 
Drummer  and  Fifer ;  and  the  officers  are  to  proceed  to  inlist  the  men 
for  the  said  Company,  by  retaining  so  many  of  the  men  now  at  the  sta- 
tion as  may  be  willing  to  engage  on  the  terms  of  others,  and  inlisting  so 
many  as  may  be  wanting  in  the  proportions  mentioned  for  the  Company 
for  the  JJttle  Kanawha  ;  the  new  recruits  to  be  reviewed  by  three  of  the 
Committee  of  the  County  of  Hampshire  to  be  appointed  by  the  Commit- 
tee for  that  purpose. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  seieral  men  to  be  raised  and 
employed  by  virtue  of  this  ordinance  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  boun- 
ty, and  the  officers  and  men  to  the  same  pay  and  allowance,  and  subject 
to  the  like  regulations  and  restrictions  as  by  ordinance  of  Convention  is 
provided  for  other  Regulars,  except  that  they  shall  not  be  marched  out  of 
the  Colony  without  the  mutual  consent  of  themselves  and  the  executive 
power,  and  shall  not  be  compelled  to  serve  longer  than  two  years  from 
the  10th  of  October  next;  and  that  the  whole  four  hundred  men,  with 
their  officers,  to  be  under  the  command  of  a  Major,  to  be  chosen  by  the 
General  Convention. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  several  persons  appointed  to 
review  the  men  shall  respectively  certify  the  time  each  Company  is  com- 
plete, which  shall  entitle  the  officers  of  such  Companies  to  commissions 
of  that  date  from  those  having  the  executive  powers  of  Government,  and 
all  vacancies  which  may  happen  among  the  officers  shall  be  filled  up  by 
succession,  according  to  seniority  of  rank  among  those  of  the  station  where 
the  vacancy  happens. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  those 
having  the  executive  powers  of  Government,  shall  appoint  a  Paymaster, 
and  one  or  more  Commissaries  or  contractors  for  provisions,  for  the  seve- 
ral forces  to  be  raised  and  employed  on  the  frontiers,  each  of  which  Pay- 
master and  Commissary  shall  have  such  pay  and  allowance  for  his  ser- 
viies  as  shall  be  judged  reasonable  by  those  having  the  executive  powers 
of  Government,  exclusive  of  his  necessary  expenses. 

And  whereas  it  is  judged  necessary,  for  the  better  and  more  etfcctual 
defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  that  certain  Troops  of  Horse  should 
be  raised  :  Be  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
six  Troops  of  Horse,  consisting  of  thirty  each,  rank  and  file,  be  imme- 
diately raised,  under  proper  officers,  and  taken  into  the  service  of  this 
Colony ;  and  that  each  of  the  said  Companies  be  under  the  command  of 
a  Captain,  a  Lieutenant,  a  Cornet,  to  be  chosen  by  the  Convention,  and 
three  Corporals,  to  be  chosen  by  the  Captain,  and  be  allowed  a  Trumpeter, 
to  be  also  appointed  by  the  Captain.  And  that  the  several  officers  and 
troopers  shall,  at  their  own  expense,  be  furnished  with  horses,  proper 
arras  and  accoutrements,  and  shall  be  allowed  the  following  pay  per  day, 
besides  rations  and  forage,  to  wit :  The  Captain  Is.  Gd,,  the  Lieutenant 
6«.,  the  Cornet  5s.,  the  Corporals  3s.  each,  a  'i'rumpeter  3s.,  and  a  Trooper 
2s.  6d. ;  which  pay  of  the  officers  shall  commence  from  the  time  of  re- 
ceiving their  commissions,  and  of  the  troopers  from  the  time  of  their 
being  provided  with  a  sufiicicnt  horse,  and  properly  armed,  in  the  opinion 
of  any  Field-Officer  of  the  Militia  of  the  County  wherein  they  are  inlisted. 
And  that  the  officers  and  troopers  so  to  be  raised  shall  continue  in  the 
service  for  such  time  as  shall  be  judged  necessary  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  or  others  having  the  executive  powers  of  Government,  but  shall 
not  be  compelled  to  continue  in  the  service  longer  than  one  year ;  and 
that  they  shall  be  subject  to  the  Articles  of  War  established  for  the  Re- 
gular forces,  and  to  such  orders  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  receive 
from  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  this  Colony. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  so  much  money  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  of  this  act  shall  from  time  to  time  be  paid  by  Ro- 
bert C.  JVicholas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  or  the  'treasurer  for  the  time  being, 
out  of  the  publick  money  in  his  hands,  by  warrant  from  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  or  others  having  the  executive  powers  of  Government,  and  an 
account  thereof  rendered  to  the  General  Convention. 
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sary  of  Provisions  to  the  two  Battalions  ordered  by  this  Con- 
vention to  the  assistance  o(  North- Carolina,  from  the  said 
offices  when  they  shall  find  it  necessary  so  to  do. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Declaration  of  Rights,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  June  10,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  six  Companies  of  Militia,  with  their  Offi- 
cers, be  immediately  called  into  duty  from  such  Counties  as 
the  Committee  of  Safety  shall  judge  most  convenient,  and 
employed  as  Ranging  Companies  in  the  County  of  Fincas- 
tle,  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  for  such 
time  as  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  those  having  the  execu- 
tive powers,  shall  judge  them  necessary,  and  that  the  whole 
Companies  be  under  the  direction  of  a  Field-Officer,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  Convention  ;  and  also  that  a  Paymaster  and 
Commissary  be  appointed  to  the  said  Militia,  whose  business 
it  shall  be  to  pay  and  provide  for  the  said  Troops,  and  also 
for  such  others  as  may  be  called  into  duty  in  that  quarter. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  will,  on  Thursday  next, 
proceed,  by  ballot,  to  the  appointment  of  a  Field-Officer  to 
command  the  Militia  to  be  called  into  duty  pursuant  to  the 
foregoing  Resolution ;  also  of  a  Paymaster  and  Commissary. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  John  Goodrich  be  remanded  to  the  pub- 
lick  Jail. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Declaration  of  Rights; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resulned 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Blair  reported  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  Decla- 
ration of  Rights,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made 
several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said  Amendments 
be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Potter  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read  ;  setting  forth  that,  having  been  for  a  con- 
siderable time  confined  in  the  publick  Jail  on  the  supposi- 
tion of  horse  stealing,  he  now  awaits  his  trial,  and  praying 
that  his  case  may  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  some 
mode  of  trial  adopted,  that  he,  with  many  others,  may  be 
released  from  a  loathsome  Jail,  or  suffer  such  punishment  as 
their  country  shall  direct. 

Also,  a  Petition  of  Manasses  McGahey,  setting  forth  that, 
in  the  month  of  February  last,  among  many  others,  volun- 
tarily assisting  a  distressed  neighbour  to  repair  a  broken  mill- 
dam,  he  became  heated  with  liquor,  unfortunately  quarrelled 
with  a  poor  German  about  the  honour  of  their  respective 
countries,  upon  which  a  bustle  ensued,  and  the  consequence 
was  that  the  man  died  the  next  day,  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Jury,  from  the  hurt  he  received  in  the  fight;  and  that 
the  Petitioner  was  sent  down  for  trial,  which,  in  the  usual 
course,  would  have  come  on  in  the  month  oi  April,  but  no 
Court  was  then  held  ;  that  he  is  a  poor  labouring  man,  with 
a  large  family,  and  has  had  an  opportunity  of  escaping'seve- 
ral  times  during  his  confinement  in  the  publick  Jail,  but, 
conscious  of  his  innocence,  he  has  waited  in  expectation  of 
being  delivered  by  a  speedy  publick  trial ;  and  praying  that 
an  inquiry  be  made  into  his  unhappy  case,  and  such  deter- 
mination come  to  thereon  as  shall  appear  just. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petitions  do  lie  on  the  table;  and 
that  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Dandridge,  Mr.  Richard 
Cary,  Mr.  Wills,  and  Mr.  Clapham,  be  a  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  offences  of  the  several  criminals  confined  in 
the  publick  Jail,  and  report  what,  in  their  opinion,  would  be 
the  most  eligible  mode  of  delivering  them  therefrom. 

Mr.  Henry,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order 
proceeded  to  the  examination  of  Robert  Shedden°  who  was 
apprehended  on  suspicion  of  his  being  inimical  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  .<4me/-jcfl;  and  that  it  appeared  to  them  that 
at  a  Court  of  Commissioners,  held  in  the  County  of  Norfolk, 
the  3d  day  oi  April  last,  for  the  trial  of  the  said  Robert 
Shedden,  as  being  an  enemy  to  America,  a  Jury  was  there- 
upon sworn,  who  returned  a  verdict  in  the  followino- words  : 
"  We  of  the  Jury  find  Mr.  Robert  Sheddon  not  guilty ;"  that 


it  appeared  to  them,  from  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Wilson,  that 
he  was  with  the  party  who  apprehended  the  said  Shedden, 
and  carried  him  to  the  Great  Bridge  for  his  trial ;  that,  at 
the  time  he  was  taken,  the  said  Shedden  made  an  attempt 
to  get  to  the  fleet,  with  intention,  as  he  said,  to  carry  there 
one  lValker,who  it  was  supposed  was  inimical ;  that  the  said 
Shedden  informed  the  deponent  his  motive  for  endeavouring 
to  carry  off  the  said  Walker  proceeded  from  his  having  en> 
ployed  him  as  his  clerk,  and  that  he  had  no  other  person 
to  take  care  of  his  goods  on  board  the  fleet ;  and  that  the 
deponent  and  his  party  fired  on  the  vessel  several  times  be- 
fore the  said  Shedden  and  the  persons  with  him  submitted 
to  be  taken  ;  that  it  appeared,  from  the  testimony  of  Major 
Frank  Eppes,  that  he  was  ordered  by  Major-General  Lee 
to  apprehend  and  send  the  said  Shedden,  with  others,  to  the 
pubhck  Jail ;  that  he  does  not  know  whether  the  said\S7tc(/- 
dcM  hath  done  anything  inimical  to  the  American  cause,  but 
hath  been  informed  that  he  hath  been  on  board  the  fleet 
under  the  protection  of  Lord  Dunmore  since  his  trial  before 
the  Court  of  Commissioners  ;  that  it  also  appeared,  from  the 
testnnony  of  Mr.  Cowper,  that  he  received  a  letter  from  the 
said  Robert  Shedden,  informing  him  he  heard  Lord  Dunmore 
intended  to  apprehend  him,  and  some  other  person^,  and  ad- 
vised them  to  keep  out  of  the  way ;  that  it  further  appeared, 
from  the  testimony  of  Captain  Johnson,  that  the  said  Shed- 
den was  generally  thought  about  Norfolk  to  be  inimical  to 
the  rights  of  America ;  and  that  they  had  come  to  the  fol- 
lowing Resolution  thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the' 
same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Robert  Shedden  be  confined  to 
such  parts  of  the  County  o(  Dinwiddie  as  shall  be  ten  miles 
distant  from  Appomattox  River;  that  he  be  allowed  fifteen 
days  from  this  time  to  remove  himself  to  such  place,  and 
that,  previous  to  his  removal,  he  give  his  parole  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer  not  to  give  intelligence  to,  or  in  any  manner 
aid  or  assist,  the  enemies  of  America. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  in  the  Western  part  of 
Fincastle  County,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and 
read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  great  extent  of  their  County  and 
the  difficulty  of  attending  Courts,  induced  them  some  time 
ago  to  solicit  the  General  Assembly  for  a  division  thereof, 
but  that  the  unhappy  situation  of  afl^irs  prevented  any  de- 
termination thereon ;  that  many  of  them  attend  Court,  and 
the  publick  business  of  the  County,  near  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  distant  from  their  homes  ;  and  praying  that  a  divi- 
sion of  their  said  County  may  take  place. 

Also  a  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  County, 
setting  forth  that,  at  great  expense,  fatigue,  and  danger,  they 
have  formed  an  extensive  settlement  on  the  Western  Waters 
of  this  Government,  hoping  to  obtain  the  same  titles  to  their 
lands  and  contribute  proportionally  with  their  fellow  colo- 
nists to  the  discharge  of  all  publick  exigencies;  but  that 
they  are  much  alarmed  at  the  demand  of  persons  pretending 
to  claim  the  said  lands  under  ancient  grants  or  orders  of 
Council,  and  demanding  large  sums  of  money  from  them  for 
the  same ;  that  they  will  cheerfully  comply  with  any  deter- 
mination of  this  Convention,  to  whose  judgment  they  submit 
their  case. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petitions  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  inquire  into 
the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opi- 
nion thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish  oi  Newport, 
in  the  County  of  Isle-of- Wight,  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  the  Vestry  of  the  said 
Parish  was  chosen  in  the  year  1756,  since  which  time  so 
many  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  then  chosen  are  dead, 
and  have  resigned,  that  there  is  only  one  remaining  of  that 
choice;  and  praying  that  the  said  Vestry  may  be  dissolved, 
and  a  new  one  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  inquire 
into  the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
to  inquire  into  the  services  of  the  persons  appointed  to  fill 
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up  the  Treasury  Notes,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had 
accordiugly  inquired  into  the  same ;  and  that  it  appeared  to 
them  that  the  number  of  books  filled  up  amounts  in  the  whole 
to  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  tw  o  hundred  and  one  of 
which  were  James  River  Bank,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  of  London  paper;  that  much  attention  and  care  were  ne- 
cessary in  writing  upon  either  sort;  that  it  required  constant 
labour  for  twelve  hours  to  fill  up  each  book  q(  James  River 
Bank  paper,  containing  one  hundred  sheets,  or  two  hundred 
bills,  but  that  a  book  of  London  paper  might  bo  despatched 
in  about  a  quarter  of  the  time  ;  that,  according  to  this  calcu- 
lation and  proportion,  out  of  the  sum  of  £150  allowed  by 
the  Ordinance  for  their  services,  the  fillers  would  be  entitled 
for  each  book  of  James  River  Bank  paper  to  twelve  shil- 
lings, and  for  each  book  of  London  paper  three  shillings, 
which  they  are  of  opinion  is  not  adequate  to  their  services  ; 
and  that  they  had  come  to  several  Resolutions  thereupon ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that 
the  fillers  up  ought  to  receive  for  each  book  of  James  River 
Bank  paper  twenty  shillings,  and  for  each  book  of  London 
paper  five  shillings. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that, 
as  the  sum  of  £150  given  by  the  Ordinance  to  the  fillers 
up  is  not  adequate  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  twenty  shil- 
lings for  each  book  of  James  River  Bank  and  five  shillings 
for  each  book  of  London  paper,  the  additional  sum  of  £100 
be  granted  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that 
the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  proportion  the  aforesaid  sums 
of  £150  and  £100  in  such  manner  as  that  the  fillers  up  may 
receive  for  each  book  of  James  River  Bank  paper  twenty 
shillings,  and  for  each  book  of  London  paper  five  shillings. 

The  said  Resolutions  being  severally  read  a  second  time, 
and  the  question  being  put,  that  the  Convention  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolutions, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  June  11,  1776. 
Mr.  Henry,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
proceeded  to  the  examination  of  John  Goodrich,  who  was 
apprehended  on  suspicion  of  his  being  inimical  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  America ;  and  that  it  appeared,  from  the  con- 
fession of  the  said  John  Goodrich,  that  he  went  on  board  the 
Otter  sloop-of-war  at  Norfolk  to  pilot  her  up  to  Baltimore, 
in  order  to  destroy  some  vessels  which  were  building  there. 
It  also  appeared,  from  the  deposition  of  James  Buchanan, 
that  the  deponent,  being  on  board  his  vessel,  the  schoonet 
Polly,  then  on  ground  on  the  Swatch,  saw  a  vessel  which  he 
took  to  be  a  pilot-boat,  but  was  afterwards  informed  by  one 
of  the  pilots  that  it  was  Captain  Goodrich's  boat,  and  that 
they  were  prisoners,  for  she  was  a  King's  tender ;  that  when 
Captain  Goodrich  came  up  he  ordered  the  deponent  to  de- 
liver up  his  papers,  which  he  did  to  the  said  Goodrich,  who 
told  him  his  schooner  was  a  lawful  prize,  and  that  his  mas- 
ter. Captain  Wright,  was  below,  and  would  be  in  that  night, 
on  board  whom  the  said  Buchanan  must  go ;  that  on  the 
same  night  the  schooner  was  boarded  by  an  armed  boat  be- 
longing to  the  said  Captain  Wright,  who  put  a  prize-master 
and  some  hands  on  board  the  said  schooner,  and  plundered 
her  of  all  her  live  stock,  and  took  a  gun  and  couteau  fiom 
the  deponent ;  that  a  sloop,  supposed  to  belong  to  one  Lott- 
strange,  ran  up  the  Sound  that  night,  which  sloop  the  said 
Goodrich  saw,  and  the  men  on  board  were  desirous  of  taking, 
which  the  said  Goodrich  opposed,  on  account  of  her  being 
an  empty  vessel,  and  harassed  by  the  Committees,  as  the 
pilots  told  him  the  said  sloop  was  not  allowed  to  load,  on 
account  of  violating  the  Association  ;  that  Captain  Wright, 
the  next  day,  blamed  him  much  for  not  making  a  prize  of 
her,  supposing  there  was  cash  on  board ;  that,  when  the  said 
schooner  was  on  ground  on  the  Swatch,  Goodrich  desired 
Captain  Wright  to  discharge  the  deponent  and  his  schooner, 
as  she  was  old,  and  could  not  be  got  off  without  much  delay, 
and  her  cargo  was  of  little  value  to  them,  which  Wright 
positively  refused,  and  swore  he  should  proceed  round  to 
Norfolk;  that  the  said  Goodrich  afterwards  hailed  a  vessel 
belonging  to  Captain  ^rft/er/y,  and  ordered  him  to  bring  his 
papers  on  board,  which  the  said  Adderly  did,  and  delivered 


them  to  the  said  Goodrich,  who  told  him  he  should  deliver 
them  to  Captain  Wright,  who  would  determine  the  matter 
in  the  morning  ;  and  that  the  said  Captain  Wright  carried  the 
said  Adderly  over  the  bar  with  him  the  Tuesday  following. 
That  it  further  appeared,  from  the  deposition  of  James  An- 
derson, that  the  deponent,  with  Captain  Harney,  and  three 
other  boats,  boarded  Captain  Goodrich,  who  was  in  the 
Lilly  tender ;  that,  as  the  said  Harney  was  boarding  the 
said  Goodrich,  he  (the  said  Harney)  flashed  his  gun  at  him  ; 
and  that  he  heard  the  said  Harney  tell  the  said  Goodrich 
he  should  not  have  flashed  his  gun  at  him  if  he  had  not 
ordered  his  crew  to  fire  on  the  boats ;  and  that  the  said 
Goodrich  did  not  deny  his  having  given  such  orders ;  that, 
after  he  had  been  on  board  a  short  time,  he  heard  the  said 
Goodrich  say  he  was  a  prisoner,  and  that  he  had  been  so 
harassed  on  both  sides  that  he  did  not  value  his  life;  and 
that  it  further  appeared,  from  the  confession  of  the  said  Good- 
rich, that  he  was  sent  by  Ijord  Dun/nore  as  a  pilot  to  Cap- 
tain Wright  to  bring  him  into  Ocracock  to  get  provisions ; 
and  that  the  ordere  given  by  Lord  Dunmore  wei-e  to  seize 
all  vessels  loaded  with  provisions,  and  carry  them  to  his 
fleet ;  and  that  he  (the  said  Goodrich)  had  three  boats  in  the 
service  of  Lord  Dunmore.  And  that  they  had  come  to  the 
following  Resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
satne  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Goodrich  is  guilty  of  beai^ 
ing  arms  against  this  Colony,  and  is  also  guilty  of  aiding  and 
assisting  the  enemy,  by  giving  them  intelligence,  contrary 
to  and  in  contempt  of  an  Ordinance  of  the  last  Convention 
for  establishing  a  mode  of  punishment  for  the  enemies  of 
America  in  this  Colony,  whereby  the  said  Johii  Goodrich 
hath  incurred  the  pains  and  penalties  in  and  by  the  said 
Ordinance  declared  and  inflicted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  do  take  such 
order  respecting  the  Estate  of  the  said  John  Goodrich  as 
is  directed  by  the  Ordinance  prescribing  a  mode  of  punish- 
ment for  the  enemies  of  America  in  this  Colony ;  that  the 
debt  due  from  the  said  Goodrich  to  the  country  be  in  the  first 
place  discharged,  and  that  they  make  a  reasonable  provision 
for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  wife  and  young 
children  of  the  said  John  Goodrich  out  of  his  Estate ;  that 
he  be  conveyed,  under  a  strong  guard,  to  Charlottesville,  in 
the  County  of  Albemarle,  there  to  be  confined  till  the  further 
order  of  the  Convention,  or  Executive  power ;  but  that  this 
Resolution  respecting  his  removal  be  not  carried  into  execu- 
tion until  the  health  of  the  said  John  Goodrich  will  permit 
it  to  be  done  without  endangering  his  life ;  and  that  in  the 
mean  time  he  be  permitted  the  use  of  a  room  in  the  dwell- 
ing-house of  the  keeper  of  the  publick  Jail,  under  a  guard. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Neilson  be  sent,  under  a  pro- 
per guard,  to  Staunton,  in  the  County  of  Augusta,  there  to  be 
confined  until  he  shall  enter  into  bond,  with  security,  agree- 
ably to  the  determination  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

A  Petition  of  John  Ballendine  ■was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read ;  setting  forth  that  he  did,  at  his  own  risk 
and  charge,  import  a  quantity  of  Gunpowder  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  Potomack 
and  James  Rivers,  but  the  distressed  situation  of  the  country 
brought  many  applications  to  him  for  that  article  for  the  use 
of  the  publick,  which  he  readily  supplied  for  the  price  of 
2s.  6d.  per  pound,  and  on  the  promise  of  several  County 
Committees  to  replace  the  like  quantity,  at  the  same  rate, 
when  his  business  required  it ;  that  he  is  now  in  immediate 
want  of  Powder,  and  praying  the  Convention  will  either 
replace  the  Powder,  at  the  price  he  charged  for  it,  or  make 
him  such  further  allowance,  in  cash,  as  will  enable  him  to 
procure  it  elsewhere. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  inquire 
into  the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morraw. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Amendments  reported  to  the  Declaration  of  Rights  ;  and 
having  gone  through  the  same,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Declaration  of  Rights,  with  the 
Amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third  time. 
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Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  several  offences  of  the  Prisoners  confined  in  the 
pubHck  Jail,  and  report  what,  in  their  opinion,  would  be  the 
most  eligible  mode  of  delivering  them  therefrom,  reported, 
that  the  Committee  had  accordingly  examined  into  the  same, 
and  that  it  appeared  to  them,  by  a  certificate  from  the  keeper 
of  the  said  Jail,  that  he  hath  now  in  his  custody  Thomas  Mc- 
Cluskey  and  Elizabeth  iiis  wife,  charged  with  burglary  ;  Ma- 
nasscs  McGahey,  charged  with  murder;  Benjamin  Higgins, 
charged  with  robbery ;  Thomas  Potter,  charged  with  horse- 
stealing ;  Habakkuk  Pride,  charged  with  murder ;  Samuel 
Flanagin,  charged  with  horse-stealing ;  that  the  said  Thomas 
McCluskey  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  so  charged  as  aforesaid 
with  i)urglary,  and  Benjamin  Higgins,  so  as  aforesaid  charged 
with  robbery,  having  been  ready  for  trial  at  the  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner Court  which  ought  to  have  been  held  in  December  last, 
and  at  the  General  Court  which  ought  to  have  been  held  in 
April  last,  and  no  prosecution  having  been  carried  on  against 
them,  have  a  right,  according  to  ancient  practice,  to  demand 
a  discharge  from  their  confinement ;  and  that  the  said  Eliza- 
beth McCluskey,  acting  in  the  presence  of  and  under  the 
coercion  of  her  said  husband,  is  by  law  absolved  from  all 
guilt  and  criminality  in  that  respect.  That  the  proceedings 
of  the  County  Court  of  Loudoun,  in  the  examination  of  the 
said  Manasses  McGahey,  so  as  aforesaid  charged  with  mur- 
der, make  no  mention  of  any  evidence  deposed  against  him. 
That  against  Benjamin  Higgins,  charged  with  robbery, 
Habakkuk  Pride,  with  murder,  and  Samuel  Flanagin,  with 
horse-stealing,  no  proceedings  have  been  transmitted  from 
the  Courts  of  the  Counties  where  they  were  respectively  ex- 
amined. That  Thomas  Potter,  charged  with  horse-stealing, 
appears,  by  the  depositions  of  several  witnesses  who  were 
sworn  upon  his  examination,  to  be  innocent  thereof.  That 
it  further  appeared,  from  the  deposition  of  Elizabeth  Hultz, 
that  Mary  Howell,  who  is  charged  with  murder,  and  now 
in  her  way  from  the  County  of  Berkeley,  is  guilty  thereof. 
And  that  they  had  come  to  several  Resolutions  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  read,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Thomas  McCluskey  and  Eliza- 
beth his  wife,  Thomas  Potter,  and  Benjamin  Higgins,  be 
forthwith  discharged  out  of  custody. 

Resolved,  That  some  mode  of  trial  be  adopted  for  the 
delivering  of  Samuel  Flanagin,  Manasses  McGahey,  Ha- 
bakkuk Pride,  and  Mary  Howell. 

The  first  Resolution  of  the  Committee  being  read  a  second 
time,  was,  upon  the  question  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by 
the  Convention. 

The  subsequent  Resolution  of  the  Committee  being  read 
a  second  time,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon,  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  12,  1776. 

The  Declaration  of  Rights  having  been  fairly  transcribed, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  follows,  nem.  con.  : 

A  Declaration  of  Rights  made  by  the  Representatives 
of  the  good  people  of  Virginia,  assembled  in  full  and 
free  Convention ;  which  rights  do  pertain  to  them  and 
their  posterity,  as  the  basis  and  foundation  of  Govern' 
ment. 

1.  That  all  men  are  by  nature  equally  free  and  indepen- 
dent, and  have  certain  inherent  rights,  of  which,  when  they 
enter  into  a  slate  of  society,  they  cannot,  by  any  compact, 
deprive  or  divest  their  posterity ;  namely,  the  enjoyment  of 
life  and  liberty,  with  the  means  of  acquiring  and  possessing 
property,  and  pursuing  and  obtaining  happiness  and  safety. 

2.  That  all  power  is  vested  in,  and  consequently  derived 
from,  the  People ;  that  magistrates  are  their  trustees  and 
servants,  and  at  all  times  amenable  to  them. 

3.  That  Government  is,  or  ought  to  be,  instituted  for 
the  common  benefit,  protection,  and  security  of  the  people, 
nation,  or  community  ; — of  all  the  various  modes  and  forms 
of  Government  that  is  best  which  is  capable  of  producing 
the  greatest  degree  of  happiness  and  safety,  and  is  most  ef- 
fectually secured  against  the  dangerof  mal-administration ; — 
and  that,  whenever  any  Government  shall  be  found  inade- 
quate or  contrary  to  these  purposes,  a  majority  of  the  com- 


munity hath  an  indubitable,  unalienable,  and  indefeasible 
right,  to  reform,  alter,  or  abolish  it,  in  such  manner  as  shall 
be  judged  most  conducive  to  the  pubiick  weal. 

4.  That  no  man,  or  set  of  men,  are  entitled  to  exclusive 
or  separate  emoluments  and  privileges  from  the  community, 
but  in  consideration  of  pubiick  services  ;  which,  not  being 
descendible,  neither  ought  the  offices  of  Magistrate,  Legisla- 
tor, or  Judge,  to  be  hereditary. 

5.  That  the  Legislative  and  Executive  powers  of  the 
State  should  be  separate  and  distinct  from  the  Judicative; 
and,  that  the  members  of  the  two  first  may  be  restrained 
from  oppression,  by  feeling  and  participating  the  burdens  of 
the  people,  they  should,  at  fixed  periods,  be  reduced  to  a  pri- 
vate station,  return  into  that  body  from  which  they  werfe 
originally  taken,  and  the  vacancies  be  supplied  by  frequent, 
certain,  and  regular  elections,  in  which  all,  or  any  part  of 
the  former  members,  to  be  again  eligible,  or  inehgible,  as  the 
law  shall  direct. 

6.  That  elections  of  members  to  serve  as  Representatives 
of  the  people,  in  Assembly,  ought  to  be  free ;  and  that  all 
men,  having  sufficient  evidence  of  permanent  common  inte- 
rest with,  and  attachment  to,  the  community,  have  the  right 
of  suffi-age,  and  cannot  be  taxed  or  deprived  of  their  property 
for  pubiick  uses  without  their  own  consent  or  that  of  their 
Representative  so  elected,  nor  bound  by  any  law  to  which 
they  have  not,  in  like  manner,  assented,  for  the  pubiick  good. 

7.  That  all  power  of  suspending  laws,  or  the  execution 
of  laws,  by  any  authority,  without  consent  of  the  Represen- 
tatives of  the  people,  is  injurious  to  their  rights,  and  ought 
not  to  be  exercised. 

8.  That  in  all  capital  or  criminal  prosecutions  a  man  hath 
a  right  to  demand  the  cause  and  nature  of  his  accusation, 
to  be  confronted  with  the  accusers  and  witnesses,  to  call  for 
evidence  in  his  favour,  and  to  a  speedy  trial  by  an  impartial 
jury  of  his  vicinage,  without  whose  unanimous  consent  he 
cannot  be  found  guilty,  nor  can  he  be  compelled  to  give  evi- 
dence against  himself;  that  no  man  be  deprived  of  his  liberty 
except  by  the  law  of  the  land,  or  the  judgment  of  his  peers. 

9.  That  excessive  bail  ought  not  to  be  required,  nor  ex- 
cessive fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments 
inflicted. 

1 0.  That  general  warrants,  whereby  any  officer  or  mes- 
senger may  be  commanded  to  search  suspected  places  with- 
out evidence  of  a  fact  committed,  or  to  seize  any  person  or 
persons  not  named,  or  whose  offence  is  not  particularly  de- 
scribed and  supported  by  evidence,  are  grievous  and  oppres- 
sive, and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

IL  That  in  controversies  respecting  property,  and  in  suits 
between  man  and  man,  the  ancient  trial  by  Jury  is  prefer- 
able to  any  other,  and  ought  to  be  held  sacred. 

12.  That  the  freedom  of  the  Press  is  one  of  the  greatest 
bulwarks  of  liberty,  and  can  never  be  restrained  but  by  des- 
potick  Governments. 

13.  That  a  well-regulated  Militia,  composed  of  the  body 
of  the  people,  trained  to  arms,  is  the  proper,  natural,  and 
safe  defence  of  a  free  State ;  that  Standing  Armies,  in  time 
of  peace,  should  be  avoided  as  dangerous  to  liberty;  and  that, 
in  all  cases,  the  military  should  be  under  strict  subordina- 
tbn  to,  and  governed  by,  the  civil  power. 

14.  That  the  jjeople  have  a  right  to  uniform  Govern- 
ment ;  and,  therefore,  that  no  Government  separate  from, 
or  independent  of,  the  Government  of  Virginia,  ovtghi  to  be 
erected  or  established  within  the  limits  thereof 

15.  That  no  free  Government,  or  the  blessing  of  liberty, 
can  be  preserved  to  any  people  but  by  a  firm  adherence  to 
justice,  moderation,  temperance,  frugality,  and  virtue,  and  by 
frequent  recurrence  to  fundamental  principles. 

16.  That  Religion,  or  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  our  Cre- 
ator, and  the  manner  of  discharging  it,  can  be  directed  only 
by  reason  and  conviction,  not  by  force  or  violence ;  and, 
therefore,  all  men  are  equally  entitled  to  the  free  exercise  of 
religion,  according  to  the  dictates  of  conscience ;  and  that  it 
is  the  mutual  duty  of  all  to  practise  Christian  forbearance, 
love,  and  charity,  towards  each  other. 

Richard  Adams,  Esq.,  a  Delegate  for  the  County  of  Hen- 
rico, laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from  Richard  Ran- 
dolph, Esq.,  bearing  date  the  15th  of  April,  1776,  informing 
him  that  he  should  lay  a  complaint  before  the  ensuing  As- 
sembly against  him,  respecting  a  report  which  had  prevailed, 
of  his  (the  said  Adams)  being  instrumental  to  a  forgery's 
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having  been  commiited  in  the  last  booic  of  publicit  claims, 
to  the  advantage  of  his  brother,  of  £3;  and  informed  the 
Convention  he  had  waited  till  now  in  expectation  the  said 
Richard  Randolph  would  have  promoted  the  said  incjuiry, 
but  as  he  had  done  nothing  therein,  he  considered  it  as  his 
duty  to  have  tiie  charge  fully  and  publickly  inquired  into,  as 
well  in  justice  to  the  publick  as  to  his  own  character. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  and  information  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections;  that  they  in- 
quire into  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  William  Talbot  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  being  called  upon,  with 
others  of  the  Militia,  the  18th  o^  April  last,  to  go  to  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Minute-men  stationed  at  Sandy  Point,  in  an 
engagement  with  two  of  the  enemy's  tenders,  he  was  in  the 
engagement  unfortunately  shot  through  the  arm  and  in  his 
shoulder ;  that  the  commanding  officer  soon  after  sent  him 
to  Doctor  WiUiam  Rickman,  who  attended  him  to  the  17th 
of  May,  whose  account  against  your  Petitioner  amounts  to 
£16  13«.  3t/.:  and  praying  that,  as  he  received  the  wounds 
aforesaid  in  the  service  of  the  country,  the  said  account  may 
be  discharged  by  the  publick. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims;  that  they  inquire  into  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Western  Waters,  in 
the  CoMnty  oi  Botetourt,  was  presented  to  the  Convention, 
and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  by  a  former  Ordinance  of  Con- 
vention they  have  been  excluded  from  a  tax  on  their  lands, 
and  have  not  the  privilege  of  voting  for  Representatives  or 
Committee-men  for  their  County;  and  declaring  their  readi- 
ness to  contribute  in  the  common  cause  with  the  rest  of  their 
countrymen ;  they  pray  that  they  may  be  put  upon  the  same 
footing  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western  Waters  of  other 
Counties,  and  that  a  new  election  of  Delegates  and  Com- 
mittee-men may  be  appointed  for  their  said  County;  that 
being  more  subject  than  other  Counties  to  depredations  from 
the  Indians,  they  request  that  some  measures  may  be  taken 
towards  putting  them  in  a  proper  state  of  defence. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  inquire 
into  the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Chincoteague  Island,  in 
the  County  o{  Accomack,  was  presented  to  the  Convention, 
and  read;  setting  forth  that,  by  a  Resolve  of  the  21st  of 
last  month,  they,  among  others,  are  directed  to  remove  the 
live  stock  to  some  place  of  safety;  that  they  assure  this  Con- 
vention they  have  the  most  fervent  desire  to  do  everything 
in  their  power  to  defeat  the  arbitrary  designs  of  the  enemies 
o{  American  liberty,  yet  they  presume  it  can  answer  no 
good  purpose  to  make  needless  destruction  of  the  property 
of  any  friends  to  the  American  cause ;  and  if  tlie  stock  be- 
longing to  them  can  be  secured  from  the  ravages  of  the 
enemy  they  hope  the  order  relative  to  them  will  be  relaxed  ; 
that  there  is  a  guard  of  thirty  or  forty  men  now  stationed 
thereabouts,  and  with  the  Militia  of  their  Island,  and  of  one 
adjacent  thereto,  who  are  incorporated  into  a  Company,  they 
are  humbly  of  opinion  they  shall  be  able  to  defend  their 
stock  against  any  small  cruising  vessels  of  the  enemy,  and 
to  such  alone  are  they  accessible  ;  that,  however,  they  ask 
for  no  indulgence  inconsistent  with  the  publick  good,  and  if 
it  shall  appear,  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  that  their  stocks 
are  insecure,  they  have  not  the  most  distant  wish  to  keep 
them  there ;  that  if  the  Convention  should  be  pleased  to 
grant  their  request,  they  wish  for  the  indulgence  no  longer 
than  the  Committee  of  their  County  shall  think  it  prudent 
to  continue  it ;  that,  if  otherwise,  they  will  cheerfully  submit 
to  whatever  hardship  or  loss  the  publick  safety  may  require. 

Resolved,  That  the  former  Resolution  of  the  Convention, 
directing  the  removal  of  all  such  live  stock  as  are  on  the 
Islands  on  the  Eastern-Shore,  except  as  to  fVatts's  Island, 
be  now  rescinded. 

Sundry  Petitions  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants 
of  the  County  of  Spottsyhania,  were  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  labour  under  very 
great  iiardships  in  being  obliged  to  travel  some  twenty  odd, 


and  others  thirty  miles,  to  attend  general  musters,  which  are 
constantly  appointed  at  the  Court-House  in  Fredericksburgh, 
situate  on  one  side  of  the  County,  and  tlierefore  praying  that 
an  Ordinance  may  pass  directing  general  mustei-s  for  the 
future  to  be  appointed  at  or  near  the  centre  of  the  County. 
Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  inquire 
into  the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Caro- 
line, was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read;  setting  forth 
that,  by  a  late  Ordinance  respecting  the  Militia,  Overseers 
are  exempted  from  mustering,  by  which  means  the  country 
is  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  many  able-bodied  young  men, 
and  praying  that  the  said  exemption  may  be  recalled. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  inquire 
into  the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Whereas  Samuel  Flanagin  and  Ma7iasses  McGahey  have 
been  severally  committed  to  the  publick  Jail  in  the  City  of 
Williamsburgh,  charged  with  capital  offences,  for  which  they 
ought,  in  the  regular  course,  to  have  been  brought  to  trial, 
at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Jail  Delivery,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  in  this  month,  which  could  not  be  held  by 
reason  of  the  present  convulsions,  and  for  want  of  a  commis- 
sion from  the  late  Executive  power;  and  whereas  no  method 
is  yet  adopted  for  the  trial  of  criminals,  and  it  might  be  thought 
inconsistent  with  the  liberty  which  we  are  endeavouring  to 
secure  in  the  most  permanent  manner,  to  keep  men  charged 
with  criminal  ofiijnces  in  long  confinement  without  bringing 
them  to  their  trials,  the  Convention  think  it  best  to  grant  a 
pardon  to  the  said  criminals  respectively,  hoping  that  this 
lenity,  together  with  the  imprisonment  they  have  undergone, 
will  produce  a  sincere  contrition  and  reformation  of  their 
manners,  and  that  they  may  hereafter  prove  useful  members 
to  society. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  a  Pardon  be  prepared  for  the 
said  Samuel  Flanagin  and  Manasses  McGahey,  of  all  offences 
heretofore  by  them  committed,  and  particularly  of  the  crime 
with  which  they  are  respectively  charged,  setting  forth  the 
reasons  for  granting  the  same,  as  alleged  in  the  premises,  and 
declaring  that  this  act  of  grace  shall  not  hereafter  be  drawn 
into  consequence  or  example ;  which  pardon  shall  be  signed 
by  the  President. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  offences  of  the  several  criminals  confined  in  the  publick 
Jail,  do  prepare  a  pardon  for  the  said  Samuel  Flanagin  and 
Ma7iasses  McGahey,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  Resolution. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  state 
of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions 
thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deli- 
vered in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  £100,000,  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  the  Regular  forces  and  Militia  to  be  employed  on 
the  frontiers,  and  others  which  may  remain  on  llie  pay  of 
the  Colony,  for  building  vessels,  and  pay  and  provisions  for 
the  seamen  and  marines  in  the  Navy,  and  all  other  publick 
claims,  ought  to  be  raised  by  an  additional  tax  of  Is.  3d.  on 
tithables,  and  of  Is.  per  hundred  acres  on  land,  payable  in 
the  year  1777,  and  each  of  the  six  following  years. 

Resolved,  That  Treasury  Notes,  to  the  amount  of  the  said 
sum  of  £  100,000,  ought  to  be  issued  upon  the  credit  of  the 
said  taxes,  redeemable  on  the  1st  day  oi  January,  1784; 
and  that  £70,000  of  such  Notes  be  issued  in  dollars  or  parts 
of  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Archibald  Cary,  IVlr.  Treasurer,  Mr. 
George  Mason,  Mr.  Starke,  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Whiting,  Mr.  Dandridge,  Mr.  Bullitt,  Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Holt,  and  Mr.  Williams,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  an  Ordinance  pursuant  to  the  said  Resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Tlie  Convention  took  into  consideration  the  Resolution 
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directing  some  mode  of  tiial  for  the  delivery  of  Samuel  Fla- 
nagin,  Manasses  McGahey,  Habakkuk  Pride,  and  Mary 
Howell,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ;  which  was  again 
read  and  agreed  to,  with  an  amendment,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  some  mode  of  trial  be  adopted  for  the  de- 
livery o[  Habakkuk  Pride  and  Mary  Howeil. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  June  13,  1776. 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  pro- 
ceeded, by  ballot,  to  the  appointment  of  a  Captain  to  the 
First  Troop  of  Horse ;  and  the  Members  having  prepared 
tickets  with  the  name  of  the  person  to  be  appointed,  and 
put  the  same  into  the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Digges,  Mi-.  Carring- 
ton,  Mr.  Blair,  and  Mr.  Randolph,  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  the  same,  and  report  on  whom  a  majority 
falls ;  and  it  appearing,  from  their  Report,  that  there  was  a 
majority  in  favour  of  Theodorick  Bland,  Jun.,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Theodorick  Bland  be 
appointed  Captain  of  the  First  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Captain  to  the  Second  Troop  of  Horse ; 
and  it  appearing  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  that  there 
was  a  majority  of  the  whole  Convention  in  favour  of  Ben/a- 
min  Temple,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Temple  be 
appointed  Captain  to  the  Second  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Captain  to  the  Third  Troop  of  Horse ;  and 
it  appearing  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  ballot-box,  that  the  numbei-s  stood  as  follows : 
For  John  Jameson,  Esq.,      -     -     -     -  48 
Lewelling  Jones,  Esq.,  -     -     -    -  17 
Henry  Lee,  Jun.,  Esq.,  -     -     -     -  15 
Thomas  Edmunds,  Esq.,     -     -     -     9 
Tarlton  Woodson,  Esq.,      -     .     -     4 
John  Nelson,  Esq.,  -----     3 
Abraham  Buford,  Esq.,      -     -     -     2 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  said  John  Jame- 
son or  Lewelling  Jones,  on  whom  the  greatest  numbers  fell 
on  the  ballot,  should  be  appointed  Captain  to  the  Third 
Troop  of  Horse,  the  majority  appeared  in  favour  of  the  said 
John  Jameson. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  John  Jameson  be  ap- 
pointed Captain  to  the  said  Troop  of  Horse, 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Captain  to  the  Fourth  Troop  of  Horse;  and 
it  appearing,  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  examina  the  ballot-box,  that  the  numbers  stood  as  follows : 
For  Lewelling  Jones,  Esq.,  -     -     -     -  34 
Henry  Lee,  Jun.,  Esq.,  -     -     -     -  27 
Cuthbert  Harrison,  Esq.,    -     -     -  1 1 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  said  Lewelling 
Jones  or  the  said  Henry  Lee,  on  whom  the  greatest  numbers 
fell  on  the  ballot,  should  be  appointed  Captain  to  the  said 
Fourth  Troop  of  Horse,  the  majority  appeared  in  favour  of 
Lewelling' J  ones. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Lewelling  Jones  be  ap- 
pointed Captain  to  the  said  Fourth  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Captain  to  the  Fifth  Troop  of  Horse ;  and 
it  appearing,  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  that  there 
was  a  majority  of  the  whole  Convention  in  favour  oi' Henry 
Lee,  Jun.,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Henry  Lee  be  ap- 
pointed Captain  of  the  Fifth  Troop  of  Hoi-se. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Captain  to  the  Sixth  Troop  of  Horse;  and 
it  appearing,  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  that  there 
was  a  majority  of  the  whole  Convention  in  favour  of  John 
Nelson,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  die  said  John  Nelson  be  ap- 
pointed Captain  to  the  Sixth  Troop  of  Hoi-se. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Lieutenant  to  the  First  Troop  of  Horse ; 
and  it  appearing,  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
jx)inted  to  examine  the  ballot-box,  that  the  numbers  stood 
as  follows: 


For  Cuthbert  Harrison,  Esq.,     -     -     -  47 

Richard  Call,  Esq., 34 

William  Penn,  Ksq.,      -     -     -     -  11 
Abraham  Archer,  Esq.,  -     -     .     -     1 
John  Woodlief  Esq.,     -     -     -     -     1 
Thomas  Edmunds,  Esq.,      -     -     -     1 
The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  said  Cuthbert 
Harrison  or  Richard  Call,  on  whom  the  greatest  numbers 
fell  on  the  ballot,  should  be  appointed  Lieutenant  to  the  First 
Troop  of  Horse,  the  majority  appeared  in  favour  of  the  said 
Richard  Call. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Richard  Call  be  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant  to  the  said  First  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Lieutenant  to  the  Second  Troop  of  Horse : 
and  it  appearing,  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  ballot-box,  that  the  numbers  stood  as 
follows : 

For  Cuthbert  Harrison,  Esq.,    -     -     -  34 
Thomas  Edmunds,  Esq.,     -     -     -  28 
James  Jones,  Esq.,    -----  23 
The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  said  Cuthbert 
Harrison  or  Thomas  Edmunds,  on  whom  the  greatest  num- 
bers fell  on  the  ballot,  should  be  appointed  Lieutenant  to  the 
said  Second  Troop  of  Horse,  the  majority  appeared  in  favour 
of  Cuthbert  Harrison. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Cuthbert  Harrison  be 
appointed  Lieutenant  to  the  said  Second  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Lieutenant  to  the  Third  Troop  of  Horse ; 
and  it  appearing,  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  ballot-box,  that  the  numbers  stood  as 
follows  : 

For  William  Penn,  Esq.,      -     -     -     -  26 
Spotswood  Dandridge,  Esq.,  -     -  17 
John  Green,  Jun.,  Esq.,      -     -     -  15 
The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  said  JVilliam 
Penn  or  Spotswood  Dandridge,  on  whom  the  greatest  num- 
bers fell  on  the  ballot,  should  be  appointed  Lieutenant  to 
the  said  Third  Troop  of  Horse,  the  majority  appeared  id 
favour  of  William  Penn. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  William  Penn  be  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant  to  the  said  Third  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Lieutenant  to  the  Fourth  Troop  of  Horse ; 
and  it  appearing,  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  ballot-box,  that  the  numbers  stood 
as  follows : 

For  Spotswood  Dandridge,  Esq.,  -  -  34 
Edward  Garland,  Esq.,  -  -  -  28 
John  Marshall,  Esq.,     -     -     -     -  13 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  said  Spotswood 
Dandridge  or  Edward  Garland,  on  whom  the  greatest  num- 
bers fell  on  the  ballot,  should  be  appointed  Lieutenant  to 
the  said  Fourth  Troop  of  Horse,  the  majority  appeared  in 
favour  of  Spotswood  Dandridge. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Spotswood  Dandridge 
be  appointed  Lieutenant  to  the  said  Fourth  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Lieutenant  to  the  Fifth  Troop  of  Horse ; 
and  it  appearing,  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  ballot-box,  that  the  numbers  stood 
as  follows : 

For  John  Belfeld,  Esq.,  -----  23 
William  T^indsay  Esq.,  -  -  -  -  19 
John  Marshall,  Esq.,     -     -     -     -   17 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  said  John  Bel- 
field  or  William  Lindsay,  on  whom  the  greatest  numbers 
Yell  on  the  ballot,  should  be  appointed  Lieutenant  to  the  said 
Fifth  Troop  of  Horse,  the  majority  appeared  in  favour  of 
the  said  John  Belfield. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  John  Belfield  be  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant  to  the  said  Fifth  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Lieutenant  to  the  Sixth  Troop  of  Horse ; 
and  it  appearing,  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  ballot-box,  that  the  numbers  stood 
as  follows : 
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For  Addison  Lewis,  Esq.,    -     -     -     -  22 

William  Lindsay,  Esq.,      -     -     -  18 
John  Green,  Esq.,    -     -     -     -     -  15 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  said  Addison 
Lewis  or  ff'illinm  Lindsay,  on  whom  the  greatest  numbers 
fell  on  the  ballot,  should  be  appointed  Lieutenant  to  the  said 
Sixth  Troop  of  Horse,  the  majority  appeared  in  favour  of 
the  said  Addison  Lewis. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Addison  Lewis  be  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant  to  the  said  Sixth  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  a  Major  to  command 
the  forces  directed  to  be  raised  for  the  better  defence  of  the 
frontiers,  and  of  a  Field  Officer  to  command  the  Militia  direct- 
ed to  be  called  into  duty  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Fincastle,  and  of  a  Paymaster  and  Commissary  thereto, 
and  also  the  further  appointment  of  Officers  to  command  the 
Troops  of  Horse,  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  14,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  George  Carrington,  John  ISicholas,  and 
William  Cabell,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  constitu- 
ted and  appointed  Trustees  for  receiving  the  sum  of  £5,000, 
pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  this  Convention  of  the  22d  of 
May  last,  and  advancing  the  same,  at  such  times  and  in  such 
portions  as  they  shall  judge  necessary,  to  John  Ballendine 
and  John  Reveley,  to  be  by  them  apphed  to  the  erecting  a 
Blast  Furnace  for  making  pig  Iron  in  the  County  of  Buck- 
ingham, upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  said  Resolve  ;  and 
the  said  Trustees  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to 
make  such  contracts  with,  and  take  such  security  from,  the 
said  Ballendine  and  Reveley,  as  is  therein  directed. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
John  Walker,  Esq.,  enclosing  the  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  treat  with  the  Indians  in  the  South- 
ern Department ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  Petition  of  Edward  Archer  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  in  September  last,  Lord 
Dunmore  piratically  seized  and  disposed  of  a  vessel  belong- 
ing to  him,  together  with  a  valuable  Negro  man  slave  ;  that 
being  informed  several  reprisals  had  been  made  upon  his 
Lordship's  property,  for  injuries  of  a  similar  nature,  he  was 
desirous  to  possess  himself  of  a  quantity  of  wine,  the  pro- 
perty of  Lord  Dunmore,  which  would  have  afforded  a  partial 
satisfaction  for  the  loss  he  had  sustained,  and  upon  appli- 
cation to  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  authorize  the  same,  he 
was  told  that  they  would  not  interfere  in  the  matter ;  that, 
unwilling  to  take  a  step  which  might  in  any  degree  appear 
disorderly,  he  now  makes  application  to  this  Convention  for 
relief;  that  he  humbly  conceives  himself  entitled  to  the  wines 
aforesaid  in  preference  to  his  Lordship's  private  creditors, 
as  the  injury  he  has  sustained  was  occasioned  by  his  known 
attachment  to  the  American  cause ;  that,  reduced  as  he  is  by 
the  calamities  of  war,  he  prays  that  he  may  be  permitted  to 
possess  himself  of  the  said  wines,  or  that  the  Convention 
will  grant  him  such  other  relief  as  should  appear  just  and 
reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances  ;  that  they  inquire  into 
the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opi- 
nion thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  George  Walton,  Jun.,  Joseph 
Pannel,  Robert  Walton,  Jun.,  and  Samuel  Scott,  officers 
from  Georgia,  be  permitted  to  recruit  soldiere  in  this  Colony, 
not  exceeding  three  hundred,  provided  they  do  not  inlisl  any 
of  the  Regulars,  Marines,  or  Minute-men',  already  engaged 
here  in  the  Continental  or  Colonial  service ;  and  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  several  County  Committees  to  aflbrd 
all  possible  assistance  to  them  and  the  Recruiting  officers 
from  South-  Carolina. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Ac- 
counts and  Vouchers  for  the  money  paid  by  John  Harvie 
and  Joseph  Neaville,  Esquires,  agreeably  to  a  Resolution 
of  the  last  Convention,  and  also  to  report  what,  in  their 


opinion,  would  be  a  reasonable  allowance  for  their  services, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  agreed  upon  a 
Report,  and  come  to  several  Resolutions  thereupon  ;  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  appointment  of  a  Comet  to  the 
First  Troop  of  Horse,  and  the  Members  having  prepared 
tickets  with  the  name  of  the  pereon  to  be  appointed,  and  put 
the  same  into  the  ballot  box,  Mr.  Digges,  Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Blair,  and  Mr.  Randolph,  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  examine  the  same,  and  report  on  whom  the  majority  falls ; 
and  it  appearing  from  their  Report,  that  there  was  a  majority 
of  the  whole  Convention  in  favour  of  John  Henry,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  John  Henry  be  ap- 
pointed Cornet  to  the  said  First  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Cornet  to  the  Second  Troop  of  Horse ; 
and  it  appearing,  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  ballot  box,  that  there  was  a  majority 
of  the  whole  Convention  in  favour  oi  James  Jones,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  James  Jones  be  ap- 
pointed Cornet  to  the  said  Second  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Cornet  to  the  Third  Troop  of  Hoi-se  ;  and 
it  appearing,  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  examine  the  ballot  box,  that  there  was  a  majority  of  the 
whole  Convention  in  favour  of  William  Lindsay,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  William  Lindsay  be 
appointed  Cornet  to  the  said  Third  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Cornet  to  the  Fourth  Troop  of  Horse;  and 
it  appearing,  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  ballot  box,  that  the  numbei-s  stood  as  follows  : 

For  John  Watts,  Esq., 29 

Henry  Haggard  Cleme7its,Fsq.,    -  19 
Richard  Lee,  Esq.,     -    -     -    -  -  19 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  said  John  Watts 
or  Henry  Haggard  Clements,  on  whom  the  greatest  num- 
bere  fell  on  the  ballot,  should  be  appointed  Cornet  to  tlie 
Fourth  Troop  of  Horse,  the  majority  appeared  in  favour  of 
the  said  John  Watts. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  John  Watts  be  appoint- 
ed Cornet  to  the  said  Fourth  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Cornet  to  the  Fifth  Troop  of  Horse  ;  and 
it  appearing,  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  examine  the  ballot  box,  that  there  was  a  majority  of  the 
whole  Convention  in  favour  oi Henry  Peyton,  Jun.,  Esq.,  of 
Loudoun, 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Henry  Peyton  be  ap- 
pointed Cornet  to  the  said  Fifth  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Cornet  to  the  Sixth  Troop  of  Horse  ;  and 
it  appearing,  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
examine  the  ballot  box,  that  the  numbers  stood  as  follows : 
For  Henry  Haggard  Clements,  Esq.,  -  36 
Beverley  Whiting,  Esq.,     -     -     -  28 
Cole  Digges,  Esq.,  -----  10 

The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  said  Henry  Hag- 
gard Clements  or  the  said  Beverley  Whiting,  on  whom  the 
greatest  numbeis  fell  on  the  ballot,  should  be  appointed  Cor- 
net to  the  Sixth  Troop  of  Horse,  the  majority  appeared  in 
favour  of  the  said  Henry  Haggard  Clements. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Henry  Haggard  Cle- 
m,ents  be  appointed  Cornet  to  the  said  Sixth  Troop  of  Horse. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Major  to  command  the  forces  directed  to 
be  raised  for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers ;  and  it  ap- 
pearing, from  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  that  there  was 
a  majority  of  the  whole  Convention  in  favour  of  John  Nea- 
ville, Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  John  Neaville  be  ap- 
pointed Major  to  the  said  forces. 

Resolved,  That  William  Russell,  Esq.,  be  appointed  a 
Lieutenant-Colonel  to  command  the  Militia  directed  to  be 
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called  into  duty  for  tlie  protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
County  of  Fincastle. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  Mr.  Thomas  Madison  be  appointed  Pay- 
master and  Commissary  to  the  said  Militia. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edmund  Randolph  be  added  to  the 
Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
pursuant  to  the  Resolutions  for  raising  the  sum  of  One  Hun- 
dred Thousand  Pounds. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  further  consideration  the  Petition  of  George 
Wray,  John  Jones,  Alexander  and  George  Graham,  and 
Henry  Sinclair,  respecting  the  allowance  to  be  made  them 
for  their  several  vessels  which  were  taken  to  stop  the  chan- 
nel o(  Hampton  River ;  and  that  they  had  come  to  the  fol- 
lowing Resolution  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  allowances  be  made,  to  wit : 
To  the  said  John  Jones,  the  sum  of  £  160 ;  to  the  said  Hen- 
ry Sinclair,  the  sum  of  £40 ;  and  to  the  said  Alexander  and 
George  Graham,  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  the  sum  of 
£125,  for  the  said  vessels. 

On  a  motion  made.  Ordered,  That  the  last-mentioned 
sum  of  £125  be  not  paid  to  the  said  Alexander  and  George 
Graham,  till  the  further  order  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  several  Petitions  to  them  referred, 
and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon  ;  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Augustine  Packer  to  be 
paid  for  his  services  as  a  butcher  in  the  late  expedition  against 
the  Indians,  exclusive  of  his  pay  as  a  soldier,  which  has  been 
allowed  him  by  the  Commissioners,  is  reasonable,  and  that 
he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £3  for  the  same. 

That  on  consideration  of  the  Petition  of  William  Johnson, 
praying  to  be  allowed  the  value  of  his  Negro  slave  Gloster, 
it  appears  that  the  said  slave,  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner held  for  the  County  of  Caroline,  the  3d  oiJuly,  1775, 
was  by  judgment  of  the  said  Court  convicted  of  burglary, 
sentenced  to  be  hanged,  and  valued  at  £75 ;  but  before  the 
day  appointed  for  his  ext;cution  he  broke  Jail,  made  his  es- 
cape, and  has  not  been  since  heard  of. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  is  reasonable,  and  that 
the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £75  for  the 
said  Slave. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  William  Finnic,  to  be  al- 
lowed for  his  extraordinary  services  in  collecting  the  publick 
Arms,  which  were  taken  and  delivered  out  of  the  Magazine, 
is  reasonable,  and  that  the  Petitioner  be  allowed  the  sum 
of  £  10  for  the  same,  exclusive  of  the  sum  of  £25,  already 
paid  him  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  as  keeper  of  the  pub- 
lick Magazine. 

On  a  motion  made.  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  £10  be 
paid  to  each  of  the  three  captives  lately  returned  from  the 
Shawanese  Nation,  and  also  to  the  person  who  conducted 
them  down  ;  and  that  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Hite,  Mr. 
Harvie,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Russell,  and  Mr.  Simms,  be  a 
Committee  to  prepare  an  Address  to  be  sent  by  the  said 
captives  to  the  Shawanese  Nation. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read. 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  June  15,  1776. 

Mr.  Gary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
examined  several  Certificates  of  the  election  of  Delegates 
to  serve  in  tliis  present  Convention,  and  compared  the  same 
with  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ordinance,  and  come  to  the 
following  Resolutions  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  Ti)at  the  Certificates  of  the  election  of  Dele- 
gates to  serve  in  this  present  Convention  for  the  Counties  of 


Amelia,  King  and  (^ueen,  Norfolk,  and  the  Borough  of  JVor- 
folk,  are  made  in  tiie  form  prescribed  by  the  Ordinance. 

Resolved,  That  the  Certificates  of  the  election  of  Delegates 
to  serve  in  this  present  Convention  for  the  Counties  of  Fred- 
erick, Princess  Anne,  and  West-Augusta,  are  not  made  in 
the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ordinance. 

A  Memorial  of  Wilson  Miles  Gary  was  presented  to  the 
Convention,  and  road  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  received  a  let- 
ter from  Lord  Dunmore,  then  Governour  of  this  Colony, 
dated  Ship  William,  off  Norfolk,  the  14th  of  October  last, 
requiring  him,  as  Naval  Oflicer  of  the  Lower  District  of 
James  River,  to  repair  to  Norfolk  or  Portsmouth,  and  pro- 
mising him  protection ;  that,  on  his  stating  an  objection  to 
the  said  requisition,  on  account  of  Captain  Squire's  very  un- 
genteel  and  rancorous  behaviour,  his  lordship  sent  another 
letter,  dated  ten  days  after  the  former,  renewing  the  requisi- 
tion, and  promising  protection  either  to  the  Memorialist  or  his 
Deputy,  Colonel  Selden,  if  it  should  be  more  agreeable  to 
send  him  ;  that,  though  his  own  opinion  was  rather  against 
complying  with  his  Lordship's  commands,  yet  on  the  advice 
of  such  of  his  friends  as  the  time  limited  gave  him  an  oppr- 
tunity  of  consulting,  and  among  them  some  of  the  officers 
of  the  Army  and  Members  of  the  County  Committee,  he 
did  send  his  Deputy  aforesaid,  with  the  books  of  entry  and 
clearance,  and  for  that  purpose  hired  a  boat  and  two  slaves 
of  Mr.  John  Jones,  who,  suspicious  of  the  event,  insisted  on 
an  indemnification  from  him,  which  he  readily  agreed  to, 
under  faith  in  the  assurances  contained  in  the  aforesaid  let- 
ters ;  notwithstanding  which,  as  soon  as  Colonel  Selden  had 
arrived  at  Norfolk,  the  said  boat  and  hands  were  perfidiously 
seized  and  detained  by  his  Lordship,  and  have  never  since 
been  returned ;  and  praying  that  out  of  such  effects  of  the 
said  Lord  Dunmore  as  are  within  this  Colony  he  may  be 
allowed  to  receive  an  indemnity,  in  such  manner  as  the  Con- 
vention shall  judge  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Memorial,  together  with  the  ex- 
hibits, be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and 
Grievances ;  that  they  inquire  into  the  allegations  thereof, 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
Convention. 

A  Petition  oiJohn  Crookshanks  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  boarded  many  men 
in  Captains  Campbell  and  Clark's  Companies,  for  which  Mr. 
Sniggers  would  pay  him  only  six-pence  per  day  for  each 
man,  by  means  whereof  he  is  greatly  loser,  having  found  them 
three  meals  a  day;  and  praying  such  further  allowance  as 
shall  be  thought  just  and  reasonable. 

Also,  a  Petition  of  Lucretia  Pritchett,  Executrix,  and  Wil- 
liam Churchill,  Executor  of  Joseph  Pritchett,  deceased,  setting 
forth,  that  in  a  late  attack  on  a  piratical  tender  in  Rappahan- 
nock River,  Minny,  a  Negro  man  slave  belonging  to  the  es- 
tate of  the  said  Joseph  Pritchett,  voluntarily  entered  himself 
on  board  a  vessel  commanded  by  Mr.  Hvgh  Walker,  and 
being  used  to  the  water,  and  a  good  pilot,  bravely  and  suc- 
cessfully exerted  himself  against  the  enemy,  until  he  was 
unfortunately  killed,  whereby  the  estate  of  the  said  Joseph 
Pritchett  was  deprived  of  a  valuable  slave ;  and  praying 
that  the  Convention  will  take  the  matter  into  consideration, 
and,  as  the  said  slave  was  lost  by  means  of  a  meritorious  act, 
in  defence  of  the  country,  that  she  may  be  allowed  the  value 
thereof 

Also,  a  Petition  of  Thomas  Barnes,  setting  forth,  that  he 
was  an  Assistant  Commissary  to  Colonel  William  Inglis  on 
the  late  expedition  against  the  Indians,  and  that  he  received 
satisfaction  for  all  his  services  on  that  account,  but  that  he 
also  assisted  the  said  Inglis  in  settling  the  accounts  and  col- 
lecting the  country's  horses  from  the  different  parts  of  i^m- 
castle  County,  and  was  employed  in  this  service  from  the ' 
27th  of  December,  1774,  to  the  6th  of  February  following, 
for  which  he  has  received  no  satisfaction  ;  and  praying  to  be  • 
allowed  what  shall  be  thought  just  and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  several  Petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims ;  that  they  inquire  into  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there-  ■ 
upon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  Jamss  Johnson  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appdinted  a 
Captain  to  recruit  a  Company  of  Minute-men  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Lunenburgh,  and,  being  greatly  desirous  to  expedite 
the  same,  he  spared  neither  labour  nor  activity,  but  found  it 
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necessary  to  be  at  some  little  expenses  in  treating  the  men, 
which  he  hopes  the  Convention  will  allow. 

The  question  being  put,  that  the  said  Petition  be  referred 
to  a  Committee,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  rejected. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of  Stratton 
Major,  in  the  County  of  Kir^  and  Qiieen,  was  presented  to 
the  Convention,  and  read,  praying  that  the  Vestry  of  the 
said  Parish  may  be  dissolved,  and  a  new  one  chosen. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances;  that  they  inquire 
into  the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
to  amend  an  Ordinance  entitled  An  Ordinance  for  augment- 
ing the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regular  forces,  providing  for  the 
better  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  Colony,  and  for  raising 
six  Troops  of  Horse ;  and  that  Mr.  Archibald  Cary,  Mr. 
Bowyer,  and  Mr.  Dandridge,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 


same. 


Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
to  amend  an  Ordinance  entitled  An  Ordinance  for  prescribing 
a  mode  of  punishment  for  the  enemies  of  America  in  this 
Colony;  and  that  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Edmund  Randolph,  and 
Mr.  Henry  Lee,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  Petition  of  Joseph  Boot  was  presented  to  the  Conven- 
tion, and  read;  setting  forth,  that  being  a  soldier  and  artifi- 
cer in  the  late  war,  he  received  several  wounds  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country,  which  render  it  difficult  for  him,  in  the 
decline  of  life,  to  gain  a  support ;  and  praying  his  case  may 
be  inquired  into,  and  such  relief  granted  him  as  shall  be 
thought  just. 

Also,  a  Petition  of  George  BecJcet,  setting  forth  that  he  was 
a  soldier  in  Captain  Lee^s  Company,  and  by  an  overstrain 
in  lifting  some  pieces  of  wood  for  the  use  of  the  said  Com- 
pany, he  received  a  hurt,  which  renders  him  incapable  of 
walking ;  and,  being  advanced  to  the  age  of  fifty-three  years, 
he  has  little  hopes  of  recovering  his  strength  so  as  to  be  able 
to  go  through  the  fatigues  of  a  campaign  ;  and  praying  that 
some  provision  may  be  made  for  him. 

Also,  a  Petition  of  Peter  Wilson,  setting  forth  that  he 
served  iti  the  Militia  in  the  County  o[  Augusta,  from  19th  of 
June  to  the  31st  of  August,  1774,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  John  Lewis ;  that  he  then  inlisted  himself  under 
the  said  Captain  to  serve  in  the  expedition  against  the  Shaw- 
anese,  and  was  not  discharged  before  the  15th  November 
following,  for  which  time  he  hath  not  been  paid,  owing  to 
an  oversight  in  Captain  Lewis,  in  not  returning  him  on  his 
pay-roll ;  and  praying  that  justice  may  be  done  him  on  the 
said  account. 

Also,  a  Petition  of  Champion  Travis,  setting  forth  that  his 
dwelling-house,  and  offices  thereunto  belonging,  in  the  Town 
of  Jamestown,  for  many  months  past  have  been,  and  now 
are,  occupied  and  appropriated  by  a  detachment  from  the 
Virginia  Army,  as  Guard-Houses;  that,  though  they  were 
taken  for  this  purpose  without  his  knowledge  or  privity,  no 
satisfaction  was  expected  for  the  use  of  them,  nor  would  any 
now  have  been  expected,  had  not  the  soldiery  stationed 
there  spoiled  or  destroyed  a  great  part  of  his  said  property; 
and  praying  such  relief  as  shall  be  thought  just  and  reason- 
able. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  several  Petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims ;  that  they  inquire  into 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Henry,  from  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grie- 
vances, reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  under  their  consideration  the  Petitions  of  sundry  Inha- 
bitants of  the  Counties  of  .(4»ieZia,  Caroline,  Chesterfield,  Lu- 
nenburgh,  and  Mecklenburgh,  praying  that  so  much  of  the 
Ordinance  as  exempts  Overseers  from  serving  in  the  Militia 
may  be  repealed ;  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolu- 
tion thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petitions  are  reasonable. 

Mr.  Henry,  from  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grie- 
vances, reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  under  their  consideration  the  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabi- 


tants of  the  County  of  Chesterfield,  to  them  referred,  pray- 
ing that  they  may  not  be  obliged  to  attend  mustei-s  so  often 
as  once  a  fortnight ;  and  that  they  had  come  to  the  follow- 
ing Resolution  thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  is  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grie- 
vances do  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordinance  to  amend  an 
Ordinance  intituled  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  imbodying 
a  sufficient  force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colo- 
ny, pursuant  to  the  said  Resolutions;  and  that  they  receive 
a  clause,  or  clauses,  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  said  Ordinance 
as  gives  a  jurisdiction  to  the  Court  of  Hustings  in  the  City 
of  PVilliamsburgh  to  adjudge  all  penalties  to  be  inflicted  un- 
der the  same  on  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  the  said  City, 
either  for  neglect  of  duty,  or  misbehaviour  in  any  respect 
whatever,  and  for  permitting  Courts-Martial  to  be  held  in 
the  said  City,  in  the  same  manner,  and  by  the  same  Officers, 
as  they  are  held  in  Counties  ;  and  also  for  returning  into 
the  body  of  Militia  the  remainder  of  the  Minute  Company 
in  the  said  City;  and  that  they  also  receive  a  clause,  or  clauses, 
to  compel  Millers  on  the  Eastern-Shore  to  attend  musters. 

Mr.  Henry,  from  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grie- 
vances, reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  under  their  consideration  the  Petition  of  John  Ballen- 
dine,  to  them  referred,  praying  that  he  might  be  allowed 
the  diiference  between  2s.  Qd.  per  pound  for  a  quantity  of 
Gunpowder  he  sold  to  the  Committees  of  several  Counties 
and  the  price  he  is  now  obliged  to  give  to  replace  the  like 
quantity;  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  there- 
upon, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Starke,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  for 
a  proper  Hospital  for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had 
accordingly  made  the  said  inquiry,  and  that  at  the  instance 
of  the  Committee,  Dr.  M^lliam  Rickman,  lately  appointed 
by  the  General  Congress  to  be  Physician  and  Director-Ge- 
neral to  the  Continental  Hospital,  accompanied  them  to  the 
College,  Palace,  and  other  places,  and  he  advised  that, 
though  the  College  has  room  enough  for  the  purpose  of  an 
Hospital,  yet,  by  reason  of  the  many  partitions  therein,  it 
will  not  admit  of  that  thorough  passage  of  air  so  absolutely 
necessary  for  invalids ;  that  the  College  has,  at  a  very  con- 
siderable expense,  been  lately  repaired,  white-washed,  and 
thoroughly  cleaned,  for  the  reception  of  scholare,  who  are 
expected  to  return  to  their  studies  on  Monday  next,  at  which 
time  the  vacation  ceases ;  that  there  are  a  large  and  valu- 
able library  and  apparatus  in  it,  which  might  probably  be 
damaged  in  the  removal,  perhaps  totally  ruined;  that  seve- 
ral young  gentlemen  in  the  country  have  been  accustomed 
to  receive  maintenance  and  education  there  as  scholars  on 
certain  foundations  established  by  different  benefactors.  That 
it  also  appeared,  from  examination  of  the  Palace,  and  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Rickman,  that  it  is  adapted  in  all  respects, 
without  any  alterations  of  consequence,  for  an  Hospital, 
whether  considered  as  to  size,  situation,  plan,  or  necessary 
offices ;  that,  added  to  this,  there  stands  a  publick  building 
in  the  centre  of  the  park,  which  may  be  taken  as  an  appen- 
dage to  the  Hospital,  whither  persons  labouring  under  epi- 
demical or  infectious  disorders  may  be  removed,  and  the 
diseases  thereby  prevented  from  spreading.  That  the  follow- 
ing private  houses  within  the  City  of  Williamsburgh  may  be 
purchased,  to  wit :  Dr.  James  Carter^s,  which  is  but  small, 
yet  has  many  convenient  buildings,  which  might  be  applied 
also  to  the  purpose  of  Hospitals,  and  the  whole  may  be  pro- 
cured for  the  sum  £  1 ,000 ;  Mr.  James  Hubard's,  which 
does  not  contain  many  rooms,  but  they  are  commodious  and 
airy,  and  may  be  had  for  the  sum  of  about  £1,200,  which, 
with  the  repairs  lately  made,  it  cost  him,  with  the  privilege 
reserved  him  of  repurchasing  on  the  same  terms,  and  in  the 
same  condition,  if  at  the  end  of  the  present  troubles  the  pub- 
lick should  be  inclined  to  sell  it ;  also  Mr.  John  Hatley 
Norton's,  which  is  airy  and  pleasant,  but  the  outhouses  are 
few  in  number,  and  not  in  good  repair ;  this  may  be  had 
for  £1,300,  and  that  it  appears  to  them  that  no  one  of  the 
three  private  houses  above-mentioned  would  singly  be  suffi- 
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cient  for  the  said  purpose,  though  all  of  them  together  might ; 
but  adopting  that  method  would  necessarily  enhance  the 
expense,  as  an  additional  number  of  Surgeons,  Surgeons' 
Mates,  Nurses,  Matrons,  and  other  assistants,  would  be  un- 
avoidable. And  that  they  had  come  to  the  following  Reso- 
lution thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Palace,  and  as  many  of  the  out- 
buildings as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose,  be  appro- 
priated for  a  publick  Hospital,  and  that  the  Physician  and 
Director-General  be  informed  thereof 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Everard,  Robert  Prentis,  Ed- 
mund Randolph,  John  Rlair,  and  James  Cocke,  Gentlemen, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  Commissioners  to  rent 
out  the  Lands,  and  to  sell  at  publick  auction  the  Slaves  and 
pereonal  Estate  of  Lord  Dunmore,  at  or  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  City  of  JVilliamsburgh,  on  twelve  months'  credit, taking 
bond,  with  sufficient  security ;  that  Robert  Rutherford,  Wil- 
liam Drew,  Samuel  Washington,  James  Wood,  and  William 
Booth,  Gentlemen,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  appointed  Com- 
missioners, in  like  manner,  to  sell  and  rent  respectively  his 
Estate  in  the  County  o{  Berkeley;  that  Abraham  Hite,  John 
Neaville,  and  James  Lines,  Gentlemen,  or  any  two  of  them, 
be  appointed  Commissioners,  in  like  manner,  to  sell  and  rent 
respectively  his  Estate  in  the  County  of  Hampshire ;  and 
that  the  Commissioners  aforesaid  do  pay  the  money  thence 
arising  into  the  publick  Treasury,  there  to  remain  till  the  fur- 
ther order  of  the  Convention. 

A  Memorial  of  Richard  Henderson,  Thomas  Hart,  Na- 
thaniel Hart,  John  Williams,  William  Johnson,  John  Lut- 
trell,  James  Hogg,  David  Hart,  and  Leonard  Hendly 
Bullock,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read;  set- 
ting forth,  that  they,  in  fair  and  open  treaty  held  with  the 
Cherokee  Nation,  at  Wattaugh,  on  the  17th  day  oi  March, 
1775,  for  a  large  and  valuable  consideration,  obtained  a 
grant  for  part  of  their  lands  lying  on  the  River  Ohio,  and 
the  branches  thereof  to  the  westward  of  the  line  lately  run 
by  Colonel  Donelson  as  a  boundary  between  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  and  the  said  Cherokees,  with 
permission  to  form  immediate  settlements  thereon,  and  for- 
ever afterwards  to  enjoy  the  same,  promising  and  protesting 
that  such  their  settlement  should  in  no  wise  interrupt  the 
peace  and  harmony  then  subsisting  between  the  white  peo- 
ple and  their  Nation  ;  that,  ever  apprehending  the  right  of 
disposal  to  be  incident  to  property,  and  no  particular  law 
then  in  existence  prohibiting  such  sale  or  purchase,  they 
considered  themselves  sole  owners  and  proprietors  of  the 
soil  so  bought  at  their  own  disposal  as  private  property,  with- 
out incurring  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  whatsoever ;  that  as 
it  was  the  original  design  of  your  Memorialists  to  open  that 
part  of  the  country  for  the  immediate  settlement  of  every 
well-disposed  person  minded  to  remove  thereto,  and  become 
benefited  thereby,  at  a  very  great  peril,  and  a  considerable 
expense,  with  the  blood  and  loss  of  several  of  their  friends 
and  followers,  they  proceeded  to  take  possession  of  the  same, 
and,  under  many  hardships,  difficulties,  and  dangers,  have 
continued  the  actual  possessors,  and,  as  they  conceive,  right- 
ful claimants  thereof,  not  doubting  the  equity  or  legality  of 
their  title,  or  in  any  manner  apprehending  such  their  private 
property  subject  to  the  absolute  will  or  disposal  of  any  other 
person  or  persons  whomsoever. 

That,  for  encouragement  of  those  inclined  to  become  im- 
mediate settlers,  and,  as  it  were,  open  a  way  to  a  country  so 
fraught  with  advantages  to  the  poorer  sort  in  particular,  they 
gave  notice,  in  writing,  that  all  such  as  would  then  go  and 
make  or  raise  corn  thereon,  and  assist  in  the  defence  and 
support  of  such  settlement,  and  continue  therein  until  the 
1st  day  of  September,  in  the  same  year,  should,  as  a  reward 
for  such  service,  be  entided  to  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  to 
be  chosen  by  themselves,  anywhere  within  the  bounds  of 
their  said  purchase  or  grant,  except  low  down  on  the  Cum- 
berland River,  for  the  moderate  sum  of  £5  sterling,  or  £6 
5s.,  current  money  of  Virginia,  clear  of  the  expense  of  sur- 
veying, and  every  other  incidental  charge  necessary  to  the 
completion  and  security  of  a  good  title. 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  said  purchase,  and  easy  terms 
of  obtaining  lands,  sundry  persons  became  adventurers,  and 
assisted  them  in  commencing  a  settlement  on  the  Kentucky, 
or  Louisa  River,  within  the  said  purchase  or  country  now 


called  Transylvania,  and  have  continued  thereon  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  terms  and  title,  until  some  interested,  art- 
ful, and  designing  persons,  by  cunning,  specious,  and  false 
suggestions,  with  intent  to  injure  and  oppress  them,  have 
raised  doubts  in  the  minds  of  some  few  with  respect  to  the 
justice  and  validity  of  the  title,  and  consequently  of  the  pro- 
priety of  making  payment,  according  to  their  original  contract 
and  agreement,  until  such  objections  shall  be  removed,  or 
themselves  better  satisfied. 

That  they  observe  with  concern  that  by  a  Petition  exhi- 
bited to  this  Convention,  entided  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants and  some  of  the  intended  setders  of  that  part  of  North 
America  now  denominated  Transylvania,  and  also  by  ano- 
ther Petition  from  a  certain  John  Craig,  the  most  uncandid 
and  false  representation  of  their  conduct  is  held  forth,  and 
an  attempt  therein  made,  under  colour  of  publick  injuries,  to 
bring  on  a  disquisition  on  the  subject  of  their  private  pro- 
perty. 

That,  relying  on  the  justice  of  their  title,  and  conscious  of 
the  rectitude  of  their  conduct,  they  are  willing  at  all  times  to 
subject  them  both  to  proper  jurisdictions.  Their  conduct, 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  peace,  happiness,  and  safety  of  the 
United  Colonies  in  general,  or  any  of  the  Colonics  in  par- 
ticular, is  surely  within  the  cognizance,  and  subject  to  the 
restraint  or  censure  of  the  General  Congress,  or  such  par- 
ticular Colony ;  but,  with  great  deference,  they  humbly  con- 
ceive that  matters  or  disputes  relative  to  private  property  do 
not  properly  come  within  the  consideration  or  determination 
of  this  Convention,  or  any  other  Convention  or  Congress  on 
the  Continent,  according  to  the  true  spirit  and  plain  meaning 
of  their  power  by  delegation,  except  where,  for  want  of  par- 
ticular existing  laws  against  certain  crimes  which  affect  the 
State,  such  property  becomes  the  object  of  their  attention, 
as  a  punishment  which  never  can  be  inflicted  with  justice 
but  on  the  guilty.  But  should  this  Convention  think  differ- 
ently on  that  subject,  and  that  they  are  possessed  of  further 
and  other  powers  with  respect  to  private  property,  yet  the 
Memorialists  apprehend  that  the  good  people  of  Virginia, 
either  by  themselves  or  their  Delegates,  cannot,  with  their 
wonted  candour  and  justice,  undertake  to  determine  a  ques- 
tion in  which  they  are  so  manifestly  interested,  and  in  an 
assembly  where  the  Memorialists  have  no  vote  or  right  of 
representation. 

That  they  have  ever  been,  and  still  continue,  the  true 
friends  of  America,  active  and  vigilant  in  every  duty  and 
office  within  their  power  for  the  good  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, and  hope  that  their  constant  and  unremitted  endeavours 
justly  entide  them  to  the  approbation  of  all  good  men,  and 
that  their  estates  cannot  be  adjudged  forfeit,  or  sequestered 
to  the  use  of  any  person  or  persons,  without  a  manifest  vio- 
lation of  the  principles  of  right  so  conspicuously  set  forth  in 
the  first  article  of  that  compendious  and  glorious  system  of 
liberty  adopted  by  the  present  Convention  in  the  declaration 
of  the  natural  and  inherent  rights  of  mankind. 

That,  notwithstanding  they  consider  their  lands  so  pur- 
chased by  them  of  the  Cherokee  Indians,  the  aborigines, 
sole  owners  and  occupants  of  that  part  of  America,  to  per- 
tain to  them  as  private  property,  yet,  as  it  was  their  original 
design,  as  before  declared,  to  Ibrm  an  immediate  settlement 
thereon,  and  dispose  of  the  lands  to  such  as  chose  to  become 
adventurers,  on  moderate,  low,  and  easy  terms,  so  they  have 
in  all  things  relating  to  such  settlement  and  sale  observed 
the  strictest  justice  and  impartiality,  without  respect  to  per- 
sons, or  the  different  sects  or  persuasions  of  religion,  giving 
timely  notice,  in  the  publick  newspapers  in  the  adjacent 
Colonies,  of  the  certain  terms  on  which  lands  might  be  had 
there,  and  are  much  at  a  loss,  as  those  terms  have  never 
been  altered  but  for  the  benefit  of  adventurers,  for  tlie  rea- 
sons of  the  heavy  charges  against  them,  in  the  petitions 
before  mentioned,  of  injustice,  exorbitance,  and  arbitrary 
measures  ;  that,  well  aware  of  the  impropriety  and  danger 
of  erecting  or  suffering  a  separate  Government  within  the 
limits  or  verge  of  another,  they  do  declare  they  never  enter- 
tained thoughts  of  such  an  absuidity,  and  that  their  doings, 
together  with  the  Delegates  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Transylvania  for  the  purpose  of  legislation,  were  intended 
as  mere  temporary  by-laws  for  the  good  of  their  little  com- 
munity, and  which  the  necessity  of  the  case,  too  obvious  to 
need  explanation,  they  hope  will  sufficiently  justify;  and 
that,  from  the  beginning,  their  constant  attention  and  tenour 
of  conduct  has  been  to  make  the  benefit  of  their  lands  as 
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difRisive  as  possible,  and  that  they  now  are,  and  at  all  times 
have  been,  ready  to  submit  to  such  Government  as  should 
be  placed  by  authority  over  them,  wishing  and  desiring  their 
case  may  be  thouglit  of  sufficient  importance  to  call  the 
attention  of  such  power. 

That  this  being  a  true  and  candid  state  of  the  affair,  they 
hope  that  no  insinuations  or  unjust  assertions  to  the  contrary, 
either  from  the  Petitions  aforesaid,  or  others,  will  be  so  far 
credited  as  in  any  manner  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  this  Con- 
vention, or  the  rest  of  the  good  people  of  Virginia,  against 
the  Memorialists,  they  having,  in  their  opinion,  acted  in  a 
fair,  open,  and  impartial  manner.  That  notwithstanding  they 
consider  the  allegations  of  their  Memorial,  with  respect  to 
the  right  of  the  Convention  in  matters  of  private  property  to 
be  just,  they  are  far  from  wishing  to  avoid  a  proper  inquiry 
into  the  legality  of  their  title,  but,  at  the  same  time,  cannot 
help  expressing  their  surprise  and  utter  astonishment  that  any 
right  or  claim  to  the  said  country  or  land  is  set  up  or  op- 
posed to  theirs  on  account  of  the  treaty  held  at  Fort  Stan- 
wix  in  the  year  1768,  by  Sir  William  Johnson,  with  the  six 
United  Nations  of  Indians,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  matter  well 
known  to  every  person  conversant  in  Indian  affaii's  that  those 
Nations  never  were  possessed  of,  or  could  justly  claim  title 
to,  any  part  of  the  lands  or  country  now  in  dispute ;  and 
that  the  right  confessedly  was  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  or 
tribe  of  Indians,  appears  not  only  from  their  own  constant 
and  perpetual  claim  and  occupancy,  but  by  the  several 
treaties  and  purchases  heretofore  made  between  the  good 
people  of  Virginia  and  the  Cherokee  Nation,  at  sundry  times 
and  places,  for  lands  lying  northward  of  those  now  in  ques- 
tion, particularly  the  last  purchase  made  at  Lochabar,  in  the 
year  1770,  in  consequence  of  which  a  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  Virginians'  and  Cherokees'  land  was  ordered  and 
directed  by  authority  to  be  run,  crossing  in  a  northward  di- 
rection from  the  Hohtein  River  six  miles  above,  or  eastward, 
of  the  Long-Island  therein,  and  from  thence  a  direct  course 
to  the  Ohio  River,  at  the  mouth  or  confluence  of  the  Great 
Kanawha,  or  iVcw  River,  to  be  and  remain  a  perpetual 
boundary  between  the  lands  then  belonging  to  the  Crown  of 
England  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia  and  those  of  the  Chero- 
kee Nation,  or  tribe  of  Indians ;  by  which,  and  many  other 
arguments  too  numerous  to  be  inserted  in  this  Memorial,  no 
claim  was  or  could  be  made  to  the  land  on  the  west  and 
southwest  of  the  said  line  in  consequence  of  the  aforesaid 
treaty,  or  for  any  other  cause  or  reason  whatsoever,  nor  any 
title  derived  thereby  to  the  King  or  Crown  of  England,  nor 
to  the  good  people  of  Virginia. 

They  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  treaty  between  them 
and  the  said  Cherokees,  for  the  land  now  in  dispute  or 
contemplation,  was  begun  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1774,  and 
finished  on  the  17th  day  oi  March,  in  the  year  following. 
That  at  that  time  the  contest  between  Great  Britain  and 
America  was  but  in  commencement,  and  it  seemed  to  be 
the  wish  and  hope  of  every  person  that  a  reconciliation  might 
take  place,  and  of  course  the  regal  powers  and  laws  exer- 
cised as  usual  in  America ;  and  that  they  then  were,  and 
still  remained,  freemen,  as  capable  of  purchase,  or  inherit- 
ing an  estate  which  might  come  to  them  by  descent  or  other- 
wise, as  any  other  person  or  persons  in  England,  or  any  of 
the  Colonies  in  America ;  and  having  made  such  their  pur- 
chase under  certain  known  laws,  by  which  every  person  was 
secured  in  the  possession  of  their  property,  whilst  the  Govern- 
ment of  England  was  acknowledged  throughout  the  Ameri- 
can  Colonies ;  and  that  a  Confederacy  of  the  United  Colonies 
and  a  Declaration  of  Independence  by  some  or  all  of  them, 
cannot  alter  the  tenure  of  estates.  That  as  the  means  of 
acquiring  and  possessing  property  is  an  unalienable  right,  so 
such  Confederacy,  Declaration  of  Independence,  or  non-alle- 
giance to  the  King  of  England,  or  any  other  Power  or  State 
whatever,  and  declaring  ourselves  to  be  a  free  people,  does 
by  no  means  interfere  with  the  right  of  individuals  ;  and  that 
every  attempt  to  destroy  such  idea  of  property,  as  well  with 
respect  to  them  as  others,  is  injurious,  and  they  hope  will  be 
considered  as  infringements  on  the  rights  of  humanity,  and 
treated  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Memorial  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 


according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  state  of 
the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  there- 
upon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to : 

Whereas  disputes  have  for  some  time  subsisted  between 
the  people  settled  under  the  Government  of  this  Colony  and 
others  settled  under  the  Proprietor  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
cannot  be  determined  for  want  of  having  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  two  countries  settled  and  ascertained  ;  and  as  the 
people  are  uncertain  which  Government  they  ought  to  sub- 
mit to,  consequences  of  the  most  alarming  nature  are  justly 
to  be  apprehended  from  a  contention  and  clashing  of  juris- 
dictions between  the  magistrates  and  officers  of  the  respec- 
tive countries:  For  prevention  whereof,  and  in  order  to 
restore  peace  and  harmony  to  all  those  people, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  proposed  to  the  General  Assembly 
or  Representatives  of  the  people  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  agree  to  the  following  temporary  boundary  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  that  is  to  say  :  From  that  part  of 
the  meridian  of  the  head  fountain  of  Potomack,  where  it  is 
intersected  by  Braddock's  Road,  along  the  said  road  to  the 
Great  Crossing  of  Youghganey;  thence  down  the  meanders 
of  that  river  to  the  Chestnut  Ridge,  thence  along  that  ridge 
to  the  easterly  branch  of  Jacob's  Creek,  otherwise  called 
Green- Lick  Run;  thence  down  the  said  run  to  Braddock's 
Old  Road;  thence  along  the  same,  and  the  new  road  lead- 
ing to  Pittsburgh,  to  a  place  called  the  Bullock-Pens,  now 
in  the  tenure  of  fVilliam  Elliot,  and  from  thence  a  direct 
course  to  the  mouth  of  Plum  Run,  on  the  Alleghany  River, 
above  Colonel  Croghan's ;  which  lines  this  Convention  are 
of  opinion  will  give  most  general  satisfaction  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, as  it  will  nearly  leave  them  in  the  respective  country 
under  which  they  settled ;  that  the  present  inhabitants  on 
either  side  of  the  line  ought  quietly  to  enjoy  their  possessions, 
and  be  subject  to  the  regulations  of  the  Government  they 
will  remain  in,  without  considering  under  which  they  derive 
their  title,  until  a  final  and  ultimate  boundary  can  be  settled, 
when  nothing  which  may  be  done  in  consequence  of  this 
agreement  shall  lend  to  prejudice  the  just  titles  of  indivi- 
duals, or  the  claim  of  either  country  to  a  fair  and  equal 
boundary. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  desired  im- 
mediately to  transmit  the  foregoing  Resolution  to  the  Dele- 
gates appointed  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress, 
requesting  them  to  negotiate  the  same  on  the  part  of  this 
Colony. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported  that  they  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their 
consideration  the  Accounts  and  Vouchers  for  the  money  paid 
by  John  Harvie  and  Joseph  Neaville,  Esqs.,  agreeably  to  a 
Resolution  of  the  last  Convention,  and  also  for  the  said  John 
Harvie's  and  Joseph  Neaville's  services  in  stating  and  set- 
tling all  the  Accounts  of  the  expedition  against  the  Indians 
which  remained  unsettled,  and  for  revising  those  already 
settled  in  West-Augusta;  and  that  it  appeared  to  them 
that  the  said  John  Harvie  has  received  from  the  Treasury 
the  sum  of  £7,044  16s.  3.^rf.,  out  of  which  he  paid  the  said 
several  claimants  their  proportions,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  the  sum  of  £6,979  \s.  'i%d.;  previous  to  which,  in  order 
that  he  might  perform  the  same  with  certainty,  he  was  un- 
der the  necessity  of  transcribing  the  Commissioners'  books, 
and  sorting  and  placing  in  alphabetical  order  all  the  vouchei-s 
which  had  been  produced  to  the  Commissioners  ;  that,  upon 
revising  the  said  claims,  he  was  necessarily  obliged  to  exa- 
mine a  great  number  of  witnesses  relative  thereto,  the  sub- 
stance of  whose  testimony  is  finally  entered  in  a  book  for 
that  purpose,  which  he  hath  produced  to  this  Convention ; 
that  he  has  likewise  examined  sundry  witnesses  relating  to 
certain  claims  of  the  same  nature  now  remaining  in  his  pos- 
session, which  are  not  mentioned  in  his  book ;  that  it  further 
appeared,  that  when  the  said  Harvie  was  at  Fredericksburgh, 
on  his  way  to  Pittsburgh  with  the  money  aforesaid,  upon 
looking  it  over  he  discovered  a  deficiency  of  £56,  which 
mistake  he  is  not  able  to  account  for,  unless  it  happened,  in 
counting  the  money  at  the  Treasury ;  that  he  immediately 
applied  there,  in  order  to  discover  the  error,  but  proved 
unsuccessful ;  that  it  also  appeared  that  he  employed  two 
guards,  which  he  thought  absolutely  requisite  to  attend  him 
from  Winchester  to  Pittsburgh,  whose  expenses,  together 
with  his  own,  amount  to  £57,  or  thereabouts ;  that,  for  the 


1577 


VIRGINIA  CONVENTION,  JUNE,  1776. 


1578 


more  speedy  expediting  the  business,  he  employed  a  cleric 
to  assist,  who,  together  with  himself,  were  employed  from 
the  23d  of  February  to  the  16th  oi May  in  settling  the  same; 
that  it  further  appeared  that  sundry  persons  at  Pittsburgh 
advertised  that  they  were  willing  to  undertake  to  receive  the 
said  money  at  the  Treasury,  and  carry  it  to  Pittsburgh,  and 
pay  it  to  the  several  claimants  for  two  and  a  half  per  centum ; 
that  it  also  appeared  that  the  said  Harvie  has  repaid  to  the 
Treasurer  the  balance  which  remained  in  his  hands,  being 
£65  14s.  \\%d.;  and  that  they  had  come  to  the  following 
Resolutions  thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  af- 
terwards delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Harvie  be  allowed  the  sum 
of  £200  for  his  services,  the  loss  he  sustained,  and  all  his 
expenses. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Joseph  Neaville  be  allowed  for 
his  services  the  sum  of  £20. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Charles  Simms,  who  was  necessarily 
employed  as  a  Clerk  by  the  said  John  Harvie  and  Joseph 
Neaville,  be  allowed  for  his  services  the  sum  of  £50. 

On  a  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will 
on  Monday  next  again  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on 
the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  June  17,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  persons  appointed  to  fix  on 
convenient  places  and  provide  the  necessary  materials  for 
making  Salt  by  the  operation  of  the  sun,  and  to  make 
report,  do  immediately  proceed  to  erect  proper  Works  for 
carrying  the  said  necessary  business  into  execution;  that  John 
Burton  be  added  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  the 
County  of  Accomack,  and  that  any  three  of  the  respective 
Commissioners  be  a  sufficient  number  to  proceed  in  the  said 
business. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  on  Thursday  next 
proceed,  by  ballot,  to  the  appointment  of  Delegates  to  repre- 
sent this  Colony  in  General  Congress  for  one  year,  from  the 
11th  day  of  August  next. 

Mr..  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
proceeded  to  the  examination  of  Charles  Henley,  who  was 
apprehended  on  suspicion  of  his  being  inimical  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  America;  and  that  it  appeared,  from  the 
deposition  of  Fenwick  Lyell,  that  the  said  Charles  Henley, 
about  the  26th  of  March  last,  came  on  board  the  ship  Dun- 
more,  lying  off  Norfolk,  on  purpose,  as  he  said,  to  inform 
Lord  Dunmore,  that  if  he  would  send  a  tender  back  with 
him  he  would  load  her  with  live-stock,  for  that  the  Princess 
Anne  people  chose  that  he  should  have  it  rather  than  the 
Shirtmen  ;  that  on  the  30th  of  March,  being  Saturday,  the 
deponent  heard  the  said  Charles  Henley  say,  that  he  was  to 
go  round  to  Currituck,  in  a  tender  to  be  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Wright,  and  would  bring  the  people  a  plenty  of 
fresh  provisions  in  a  short  time ;  and  that  they  had  come  to 
the  following  Resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Charles  Henley  is  guilty  of  giving 
intelligence  to  the  enemies  of  America  in  Virginia,  and 
ought  to  be  subject  to  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  prescri- 
bed and  inflicted  by  an  Ordinance  intituled  An  Ordinance 
for  prescribing  a  mode  of  punishment  for  the  enemies  of 
America  in  this  Colony. 

A  Petition  of  Abraham  Hite,  the  younger,  was  presented 
to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth  that,  by  com- 
mand of  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Hampshire,  he 
acted  as  Commissary  of  Provisions  for  the  Militia,  in  the 
Northern  Department,  in  the  late  expedition  against  the 
Indians,  from  some  time  in  July  till  November,  in  which 
character  he  contracted  for  provisions,  received  and  had 
them  transported  to  the  proper  stations,  where  he  attended 
at  times  to  see  them  properly  stored,  and  was  at  great  trou- 
ble in  procuring  wagons,  having  them  appraised,  and  doing 
every  incident  duty  therein  with  diligence  and  success  ;  that 
being  related  to  the  County  Lieutenant,  he  directed  him  to 
avoid  every  imputation  of  partiality,  to  charge  the  country 
with  the  days  he  was  wholly  employed  in  the  business  afore- 


said, and  no  more,  which  amounted  to  Iwenty-six,  for  which 
he  obtained  a  certificate,  and  he  was  allowed  only  five. 
shillings  per  day  by  the  Commissioners  for  his  services,  from 
a  rule  established  with  respect  to  others  employed  in  the 
like  service,  which,  so  far  from  being  an  adequate  satisfac- 
tion for  his  services,  was  not  sufficient  to  have  defrayed  his 
necessary  expenses,  and  praying  such  further  allowance  as 
should  be  judged  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Pubiick  Claims  ;  that  they  examine  into  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereon,  to 
the  Convention. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony  ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  further  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Reso- 
lutions thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  a  Board  of  Commissioners  be  appointed 
to  superintend  and  direct  all  the  Naval  affairs  of  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  two  Row-Galleys  be  immediately  built, 
and  employed  for  the  defence  of  the  Counties  of  North- 
ampton and  Accomack,  over  and  above  the  Vessels  already 
directed  by  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  proper  small  Vessels,  for  the  expeditious 
transportation  of  the  Troops  overtheseveral  navigable  Rivers, 
ought  to  be  immediately  provided. 

Resolved,  That  proper  persons  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  Channels  of  the  several  navigable  Rivers  in  this  Colony, 
and  report  what  places  may  be  proper  to  erect  Batteries. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Archibald  Cary,  Mr.  Travis,  Mr. 
Wilson  Miles  Cary,  Mr.  Edmund  Randolph,  Mr.  Curie, 
Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Simpson,  and  Mr.  Banister,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  an  Ordinance  pursuant  to  the  three  first  Resolutions 
of  the  Committee ;  and  that  Mr.  Travis,  Mr.  Banister,  Mr. 
Curie,  and  Mr.  King,  be  appointed  Commissioners  to  ex- 
amine accurately  the  Channel  of  James  River,  the  nature 
of  the  several  shoals,  the  distance  of  the  nearest  parts  of  the 
channels  to  the  shores,  and  also  the  nature  of  these  shores, 
whether  high  or  low,  pursuant  to  the  fourth  Resolution  of 
the  Committee ;  that  Mr.  John  Perrin,  Mr.  Stephen  Bing- 
ham, Mr.  Thomas  Archer,  and  Mr.  Robert  Rujin,  be  ap- 
pointed Commissioners  for  the  like  purposes  for  York  River ; 
Mr.  Richard  Mitchell,  Mr.  Hugh  Walker,  Mr.  John  Gor- 
don, and  Mr.  Rodham  Lunsford,  for  Rappahannock  River ; 
Mr.  John  West,  Jun.,  Mr.  William  Ramsay,  Mr.  Richard 
Conway,  and  Mr.  John  Augustine  Washington,  for  Poto- 
mack  River ;  and  Mr.  William  Cowan,  Mr.  Anthony  Holli- 
day,  and  Mr.  John  King,  for  Nansemond  River. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  June  18,  1776. 

Several  intercepted  Letters  and  Papers  on  the  subject  of 
Indian  affairs  were  laid  before  the  Convention,  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Colony. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Major-General  Lee  to  Brigadier-General  Lewis,  with  seve- 
ral Papers  enclosed ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  will  immediately  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Letter  and  Papers. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  said  Letter  and  Papers ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Cary  reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  under  their  consideration  the  Letter  and  Papers  from 
Major-General  Lee  to  Brigadier-General  Lewis,  and  had 
come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon  ;  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  tlie  Clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Battalions  of  Minute-men  and 
Militia,  lately  ordered  to  the  assistance  of  North-Carolina, 
be  called  down  to  supply  the  place  of  such  Regular  forces 
as  may  be  ordered  to  the  southward. 
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A  Petition  of  Thomas  Ritson,  of  the  Borough  of  Norfolk, 
was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth, 
that  the  Brig  Molly  and  cargo,  stopped  by  Colonels  Howe 
and  Woodford,  from  the  men-of-war,  were  addressed  to  him, 
and  that,  notwithstanding  the  saU  was  imported  agreeably  to 
the  tenns  of  the  Continental  Association,  the  commanding 
officer  did  not,  as  directed  by  a  former  Resolution  of  the 
Convention,  contract  with  him  for  the  said  cargo,  but  only 
told  him  he  would  settle  with  him  for  it,  and  took  the  brig 
and  cargo  under  his  direction ;  and  praying  to  be  allowed 
not  only  a  reasonable  price  for  the  cargo  aforesaid,  but  also 
for  the  said  brig,  as  she  was  destroyed  in  consequence  of 
her  being  taken  by  the  commanding  officer ;  and  also  a  letter 
from  Brigadier-General  Howe,  on  the  subject  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  and  Letter  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims ;  that  they  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read, 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  19,  1776. 

A  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Frederick 
was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 
that,  by  an  Ordinance  passed  the  I7th  of-Zw/ylast,  the  peo- 
ple called  (Quakers  and  Menonists  are  exempted  from  serving 
in  the  Militia ;  that  they  have  a  tender  regard  for  the  con- 
scientious scruples  of  every  religious  society,  but  at  the 
same  time  beg  leave  to  represent  the  injustice  of  subjecting 
one  part  of  the  community  to  the  whole  burden  of  Govern- 
ment, while  others  equally  share  the  benefits  of  it ;  that  they 
humbly  suggest,  that  if,  in  lieu  of  bearing  arms  at  general 
and  private  musters,  the  said  Qiiakers  and  Menonists  were 
subjected  to  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum,  to  be  annually 
assessed  by  the  County  Courts  at  laying  the  levy,  and,  in  case 
the  Militia  should  be  called  into  actual  service,  they  should 
be  drafted  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  Militia  of  the  Coun- 
ty, and  on  their  refusal  to  serve,  or  to  provide  able-bodied 
men  to  serve  in  their  places,  respectively,  that  they  were 
liable  to  the  same  fines  as  other  Militia  men,  in  the  like  cases 
are  subject  to,  it  would  be  more  equal ;  and  that  they  submit 
it  whether  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to  allow  any  person  who 
should  choose  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  publick, 
in  lieu  of  attending  musters,  the  same  indulgence  as  to  those 
who  refuse  from  conscientious  principles. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  inquire 
into  the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  Edvmrd  Cowper  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read;  setting  forth,  that  on  the  26th  of  October 
last.  Captain  Squires,  with  a  number  of  the  enemy's  armed 
tenders,  came  to  anchor  off  the  Petitioner's  plantation,  near 
the  mouth  of  Hampton  River;  that,  soon  afterwards,  the  Cap- 
tains Ly7ie  and  Nicholas  went  down  with  their  Companies 
opposite  to  the  tenders,  and  fired  on  them,  which  was  return- 
ed, and  an  engagement  ensued,  and  continued  for  some  time; 
that  afterwards,  upon  our  troops  leaving  the  place,  the  ene- 
my landed,  and  set  fire  to  your  Petitioner's  dwelling-house, 
a  dairy,  hen-house,  and  corn-house,  in  which  were  about 
fifty  or  sixty  barrels  of  corn,  which,  with  many  other  valuable 
articles,  were  all  consumed  ;  and  praying  such  compensation 
for  his  loss  as  shall  be  thougiit  just  and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims;  that  they  examine  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented,  ac- 
cording to  order,  an  Ordinance  for  making  further  provision 
for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony ;~  which  was 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented,  ac- 
cording to  order,  an  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance,  en- 
titled An  Ordinance  for  augmentini;  the  Ninth  Reijiment  of 
Regular  forces,  providing  for  the  better  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  this  Colony,  and  for  raising  six  Troops  of  Korse ; 
which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 


Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  several  Petitions  to  them  referred, 
and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon  ;  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Petition  of  George  Mof- 
fatt  as  prays  to  be  reimbursed  for  a  Horse  therein  mentioned, 
also  an  additional  allowance  of  pay  for  Andrew  Erivin,  a 
soldier  in  his  Company,  is  reasonable,  and  that  the  Petitioner 
ought  to  be  reimbursed  the  sum  of  £9  for  the  said  Horse,  it 
appearing  to  this  Committee  that  that  sum  was  deducted  out 
of  his  pay  by  the  Paymaster  for  the  said  Horee,  which  he 
had  never  had  possession  of;  and  also  that  he  ought  to  be 
allowed  the  further  sum  of  I6s.  6d.  for  eleven  days'  pay 
of  the  said  Erivin,  as  a  soldier,  which  was  omitted  through 
mistake  in  his  roll. 

Resolved,  That  the  residue  of  the  said  Petition,  as  far  as 
it  relates  to  an  allowance  for  two  Pack-horse  drivers,  be  re- 
jected, it  appearing  that  they  received  soldiers'  pay  at  that 
time,  which  this  Committee  think  sufficient,  as  they  had  the 
care  of  only  one  Horse  each. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Robert  Gilmore,  John 
Backley,  Alexander  Campbell,  Thomas  Cooper,  and  Jona- 
than Skean,  praying  to  be  allowed  their  pay  as  Rangers  in 
the  late  Indian  expedition,  is  reasonable,  and  that  they  ought 
to  be  allowed  as  follows:  Robert  Gilmore  and  Jonathan 
Skean  the  sum  of  16s.  Gd.  each  ;  John  Backley,  the  sum  of 
£2  1  Is. ;  Alexander  Campbell,  the  sum  of  £4  4s.,  and 
Thomas  Cooper,  the  sum  of  £2  Qs.  6d.,  for  the  same ;  it 
appearing  to  this  Committee  that  the  said  Petitioners  per- 
formed their  duty  as  Rangers  in  the  said  expedition,  and 
that  their  names  were  not  entered  on  the  rolls. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  John  Smelley  and  Joseph 
Cutchin,  Inspectors  of  Tobacco  at  Smithfeld  and  Fulgham's 
Warehouses,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  for  six  hogsheads  of 
Tobacco  stolen  out  of  the  said  warehouses,  weighing  six 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  net,  which  they 
have  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  twenty  shillings  per  centum,  be 
rejected,  it  appearing  to  this  Committee  that  at  the  time  the 
said  Tobacco  was  stolen  the  said  warehouses  had  no  doors. 

On  consideration  of  the  Petition  of  Christopher  Calvert, 
praying  to  be  allowed  for  his  Slave  Davy,  therein  mentioned, 
or  that  he  may  be  returned,  it  appears  to  your  Committee 
that  the  said  Slave  was  taken  up  by  the  Colony  Troops  on 
suspicion  that  he  was  attempting  to  escape  to  Lord  Dun- 
more  ;  that  he  was  sent  to  Williamsburgh,  and  from  thence, 
by  order  of  the  Convention,  to  the  Lead  Mines,  where  he  is 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  Petitioner  is  to  receive  hire  for  the 
said  Slave  during  the  time  he  continues  in  the  service  of  the 
country,  the  said  Petition  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Ephraim  Peyton,  praying 
to  be  allowed  for  his  Horse,  which  was  lost  in  the  service  of 
the  Colony  in  the  late  Indian  expedition,  is  reasonable,  and 
that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £10  for 
the  said  Horse. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Thomas  Price,  a  soldier 
in  Captain  Lewis's  Company,  who  was  wounded  in  the  late 
engagement  with  the  Indians,  praying  relief  from  the  publick, 
is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  Petitioner  .ought  to  be  allowed 
the  sum  of  £25  for  his  present  relief,  and  for  his  Rifle,  which 
was  lost  in  the  engagement. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  William  Lonsdale,  a  sol- 
dier in  Captain  Moffatt's  Company,  who  was  wounded  in 
the  late  engagement  with  the  Indians,  praying  relief  from 
the  publick,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to 
be  allowed  the  sum  of  £5  per  annum,  for  four  years,  to- 
wards his  support. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Michael  Coulter,  a  soldier 
in  Captain  McDowelFs  Company,  praying  an  additional  al- 
lowance for  his  services  as  a  carpenter,  is  reasonable ;  and 
that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £  1  16s. 
for  the  same,  exclusive  of  what  has  been'  allowed  him  by 
the  Commissioners. 

On  consideration  of  the  Petition  of  John  Lyle,  it  appears 
to  your  Committee  that  the  Petitioner  was  employed  by 
Sampson  Matthews  as  a  master-drover  of  cattle  in  the  coun- 
try's service,  and  purchased  a  considerable  number  for  the 
expedition  against  the  Shawanese,  for  which  the  said  Mat- 
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thews  told  him  he  should  be  paid  as  much  as  any  drover  in 
the  station  where  he  was  to  act,  which  was  7s.  6d.  per  day ; 
that,  at  the  time  he  engaged  in  that  business,  he  was  a 
Lieutenant  in  Captain  McDowelFs  Company,  and  received 
pay  as  such  ;  that  he  has  been  allowed  by  the  Commission- 
ers, as  master-drover,  5s.  per  day  for  forty-eight  days,  and 
6s.  per  day  for  fourteen  days,  which  last-mentioned  time  he 
furnished  his  own  Horse. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  said  Petition  is  reasonable ;  and  that 
the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  further  sum  of  £7  Is. 
for  that  service,  exclusive  of  the  allowance  made  him  by  the 
Commissioners. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  entitled  An  Ordi- 
nance for  augmenting  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regular  forces, 
providing  for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  Co- 
lony, and  for  raising  six  Troops  of  Horse,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Conven- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  Natives  of  Great  Britain  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Convention,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they 
came  into  this  Colony  in  the  time  of  its  peace  and  friendly 
union  with  Great  Britain,  to  transact  commercial  affairs  for 
themselves  and  their  friends,  in  which  business  they  have 
been  employed  ever  since;  that  they  acknowledge  with 
gratitude  the  kind  treatment  they  have  received  from  the 
good  people  of  this  Colony,  with  whom  they  lived  in  the 
most  pleasing  harmony  and  confidence  until  the  unhappy  dis- 
putes between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  convulsed  the 
empire ;  since  which  unfortunate  period,  they  are  concerned 
to  say,  they  have  not  in  general  met  with  that  kindness  and 
friendship  they  formerly  experienced,  but  that  jealousies  and 
suspicions,  altogether  groundless,  have  prevailed  to  their  pre- 
judice, and  have  been  carried  so  far  as  to  have  occasioned 
some  of  your  Petitioners  to  be  exiled  to  the  City  of  Jfilliams- 
burgh  without  a  hearing,  and  others  to  be  treated  with  cool- 
ness, and  even  contempt,  for  no  reason  that  they  know  of 
but  their  being  foreigners,  which  has  greatly  distressed  them; 
that  though  they  cannot,  as  Britons,  engage  in  arms  against 
their  friends  and  countrymen,  yet  do  they  most  sincerely 
wish  peace,  freedom,  and  happiness  to  America  in  general 
and  this  Colony  in  particular ;  and  as  their  residence  in  this 
Colony  creates  so  much  uneasiness  to  some  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  as  they  cannot  enjoy  any  degree  of  peace  or 
tranquillity  in  their  present  situation,  they  pray  they  may  be 
permitted  to  depart  the  Colony,  and,  for  that  purpose,  to 
purchase  and  fit  out  a  vessel,  and  to  apply  to  the  comman- 
der of  the  British  fleet  for  a  passport  for  the  said  vessel,  that 
she  may  not  be  stopped  or  delayed  on  her  passage ;  that 
they  do  most  solemnly  declare  they  never  held  or  entertained 
any  opinion  inimical  to  America,  or  even  had  it  in  thought 
to  say  or  do  anything  which  might  in  any  manner  prejudice 
the  just  rights  of  the  people,  and  therefore  hope  they  will 
be  permitted  to  return  to  receive  and  collect  their  debts  and 
effects  in  this  Colony  as  soon  as  peace  is  restored,  which  is 
an  event  they  most  ardently  pray  for ;  that  these  indulgences 
being  granted,  they  pledge  themselves  to  do  everything  in 
their  power,  as  far  as  their  little  influence  can  extend,  to  pro- 
mote the  peace  and  happiness  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  inquire 
into  the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  take  into  their  considera- 
tion the  Report  and  Resolution  from  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lick  Claims,  made  on  Monday  the  3d  instant,  on  the  claims 
of  Joseph  Cabell  and  Thomas  Bachelor,  which  were  then 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ;  and  the  same  were  again  read, 
and  agreed  to,  with  an  amendment,  allowing  the  said  Joseph 
Cabell  £10  lis.  9d.  instead  of  £21  Ids.  6d.  therein  men- 
tioned. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read. 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  June  20,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Hayward,  an  officer  from 
South-Carolina,  be  permitted  to  recruit  soldiers  in  this  Co- 


lony, provided  he  does  not  inlist  any  of  the  Regulars,  Marines, 
or  Minute-men,  already  engaged  here  in  the  Continental  or 
Colonial  service  ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several 
County  Committees  to  afford  him  all  possible  assistance. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  persons  of  the  Baptist  Churcii,  in 
the  County  of  Prime  William,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read  ;  set- 
ting forth,  that  at  a  time  when  this  Colony,  with  the  others, 
is  contending  for  the  civil  rights  of  mankind  against  the 
enslaving  schemes  of  a  powerful  enemy,  they  are  persuaded 
the  strictest  unanimity  is  necessary  among  ourselves ;  and 
that  every  remaining  cause  of  division  may,  if  possible,  be 
removed,  they  think  it  their  duty  to  petition  for  the  follow- 
ing religious  privileges,  which  they  have  not  yet  been  in- 
dulged with  in  this  part  of  the  world,  to  wit :  That  they  be 
allowed  to  worship  God  in  their  own  way,  without  inter- 
ruption ;  that  they  be  permitted  to  maintain  their  own  Min- 
isters, and  none  others ;  that  they  may  be  married,  buried, 
and  the  like,  without  paying  the  Clergy  of  other  denomina- 
tions ;  that,  these  things  granted,  they  will  gladly  unite  with 
their  brethren,  and,  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability,  promote 
the  common  cause. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Propositions  and  Grievances ;  that  they  inquire  into 
the  allegations  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opi- 
nion thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  to  be  appointed  to  represent 
this  Colony  in  General  Congress,  consist  of  five  in  nimiber. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  Delegates  to  represent  this 
Colony  in  General  Congress ;  and  the  Members  having  pre- 
pared tickets,  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot-box,  Mr. 
Treasurer,  Mr.  George  Mason,  Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Holt,  and 
Mr.  Henry  Tazewell,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  ex- 
amine the  same,  and  report  upon  whom  the  majority  falls; 
and  it  appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee,  that  the 
majority  were  in  favour  of  George  Wythe,  Thomas  JSelson, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  Francis  Light- 
foot  Lee,  Esquires ; 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  George  Wythe,  Thomas 
Nelson,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  Francis 
Lightfoot  Lee,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed 
Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Congress  for 
one  year  from  the  11th  o(  August  next. 

Resolved,  That  any  three  of  the  said  Delegates  be  a  suf- 
ficient number  to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  said  General 
Congress. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
to  amend  an  Ordinance  intituled  An  Ordinance  to  provide 
for  paying  the  expenses  of  the  Delegates  from  this  Colony 
to  the  General  Congress ;  and  that  Mr.  Starke,  Mr.  Henry 
Lee,  and  Mr.  Edmund  Randolph,  do  prepare  and  bring  iu 
the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Simpson  and  Mr.  Tipton  have  leave 
to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  Convention  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  a  call  of  the  Convention  on  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Ordei-s  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on  the  Or- 
dinance for  amending  an  Ordinance  intituled  An  Ordinance 
for  augmenting  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regular  forces,  pro- 
viding for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  Colony, 
and  for  raising  six  Troops  of  Horse,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

A  Representation  from  the  Justices  of  the  County  Court 
oflsle-of-  Wight,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ; 
desiring  to  be  informed  whether  they  have  power  to  commit 
and  hold  Courts  for  examination  of  persons  who  may  be  ap- 
prehended for  criminal  offences. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Memorial  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  21,  1776. 
Mr.  Digges,  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  whom  the 
case  of  John  Goodrich,  Jun.,  taken  up  and  charged  with 
conduct  inimical  to  the  rights  of  America,  was  referred,  re- 
ported, that  they  had  appointed  several  different  days  for  his 
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examination,  and  had  inquired  for  witnesses  of  the  officers, 
in  the  neighbourhood  ofNorfolk,  desiring  them  to  have  sum- 
moned such  as  tliey  should  be  informed  were  acquainted 
with  tlie  conduct  of  the  said  Goodrich ;  but  none  have  ap- 
peared ;  whereupon  the  Conniiittee  thought  it  unnecessarj' 
and  unreasonable  to  keep  him  longer  in  sus])ense,  and  that 
he  ought  to  be  discharged  from  that  accusation ;  but  as  he 
is  under  a  general  suspicion  of  being  unfriendly  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  Colony,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  he 
ought,  previous  to  his  discharge,  to  enter  into  bond,  with 
sufficient  security,  in  the  penalty  of  £1,000,  with  condition 
not  to  give  intelligence  to,  or  in  any  manner  aid  or  assist,  the 
enemies  of  America.  Which  Report  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to. 

On  a  motion  made,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of 
Safety  do  tender  to  the  said  John  Goodrich,  Jun.,  the  oath 
prescribed  by  this  Convention  to  be  taken  by  suspected  per- 
sons, by  their  Resolution  of  the  27th  of  May  last ;  and  in 
case  of  his  refusal  to  take  the  same,  that  they  cause  him  to 
be  disarmed,  agreeably  to  the  said  Resolution. 

Mr.  Digges,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
inquired  into  the  allegations  contained  in  a  letter  from  Richard 
Randolph,  Esq.,  to  Richard  Adams,  Esq.,  bearing  date  the 
15th  ofAjrril  last ;  and  also  the  information  of  the  said  Rich- 
ard Adorns  to  them  referred;  and  that  it  appeared  to  them, 
from  the  testimony  oi  Archibald  Cary,  Esq.,  that,  at  a  session 
of  Assembly  held  in  the  year  1772,  several  Clerks  ofCounty 
Courts  had  neglected  to  send  down  the  publick  claims  from 
the  Counties,  among  whom  was  the  Clerk  of  Henrico;  that 
the  deponent  was  ordered  by  the  House  of  Burgesses  to  send 
for  them,  but  he  proposed  only  sending  to  them  for  the  ac- 
counts, which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  deponent  directed  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  to  hire  expresses  to  go  for  those  accounts, 
who  accordingly  did  so  ;  that  the  Sergeant  (Mr.  Eppes')  hav- 
ing made  out  his  account  for  the  expenses  he  had  been  at 
in  sending  for  the  Clerks,  gave  it  to  the  deponent,  who  moved 
the  House  that  the  amount  thereof  might  be  levied  in  the 
Book  of  Claims  for  the  said  Eppes,  and  that  the  charge, 
amounting  to  £24  5s.,  should  be  debited  to  the  four  Clerks 
who  had  failed  to  send  down  their  said  accounts ;  that,  as 
the  deponent  was  going  out  of  the  House  with  the  Book  of 
Claims,  which  had  been  reported  from  the  Committee,  the 
said  Richard  Adams  followed  him,  and  desired  the  deponent 
not  to  enter  the  article  against  the  Clerk  of  Henrico,  for  that 
he  would  pay  the  said  Eppes  himself,  upon  which  the  de- 
ponent desired  the  said  Adams  to  speak  to  the  said  Eppes, 
which  he  soon  afterwards  did,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the 
deponent,  the  said  Adams  promised  to  pay  the  said  Eppes 
before  he  left  town,  and  the  said  Eppes  informed  the  depo- 
nent that  the  £3  which  the  said  Adams  had  assumed  to  pay 
to  the  Clerk  of  Henrico  need  not  be  entered  in  the  Book  of 
Claims,  and  was  therefore  struck  out  of  the  account;  upon 
which,  an  entry  was  made  in  the  book,  giving  the  said  Eppes 
credit  only  for  £21  5s.,  and  the  three  other  Clerks  charged 
with  the  money  to  repay  the  publick,  and  no  notice  taken 
of  the  Clerk  of  Henrico  ;  that  on  Saturday  afternoon,  being 
a  few  days  after  these  transactions,  the  deponent  went  out 
of  town,  and  did  not  return  until  the  Monday  morning  fol- 
lowing ;  that  some  time  after  the  House  had  sat  that  day, 
the  Book  of  Claims  passed,  and  he  was  ordered  to  carry  the 
same  to  the  Council  for  their  concurrence,  and  on  his  way 
up  he  was  informed  by  Mr.  Hind  Russell,  Clerk  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  that  an  alteration  had  been  made  in  his 
absence  in  the  said  book ;  and  upon  looking  at  it,  the  depo- 
nent discovered  the  twenty-one  was  altered  to  twenty-four 
pounds,  and  the  word  Henrico  entered  in  the  margin  of  the 
book ;  that  from  the  handwriting,  the  deponent  found  the 
alteration  had  been  made  by  Jacob  Bruce,  an  assistant  to 
George  Wythe,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  who, 
on  being  applied  to  by  the  deponent,  told  him  he  did  it  by 
direction  of  the  said  Richard  Adams ;  that  the  deponent 
knowing  that  no  person  had  a  right  to  make  an  entry  in  the 
book  but  by  order  of  the  House,  inquired  whether  any  such 
order  had  been  made,  and  informed  the  House  of  the  trans- 
action, but  did  not  make  any  motion  respecting  the  altera- 
tion, for  which  he  was  blamed  by  several  Members  sitting 
near  him,  but  he  informed  them  he  had  done  his  duty  in 
giving  the  information  to  the  House,  and  they  might  take 
such  steps  as  they  thought  proper. 


That  it  also  appeared  from  the  testimony  of  iitcAord 
Bland,  Esq.,  that  several  County  Court  Clerks  having  neg- 
lected to  transmit  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Burgesses 
the  list  of  their  tithables  for  laying  the  publick  levy,  were 
sent  for  in  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  among  whom 
was  the  Dejjuty  to  Mr.  Thomas  Adams,  Clerk  of  Henrico, 
at  that  time  in  England.  The  Sergeant's  fees  were  to  be 
levied  for  him  in  the  Book  of  Claims,  and  relevied  upon  the 
delinquents,  to  reimburse  the  country.  That  after  the  Book 
of  Claims  had  been  reported  to  the  House  (but  whether  it 
had  passed  or  not  the  deponent  cannot  recollect)  Archibald 
Cary,  Esq.,  Chairman  to  the  Committee,  informed  the  House 
that  an  alteration  had  been  made  in  the  Book  of  Claims 
during  his  absence  from  the  House,  by  which  the  country 
was  charged  the  sum  of  £3,  due  to  the  Sergeant  as  his  fees, 
for  sending  for  the  Clerk  of  Henrico,  which  was  not  relevied 
upon  the  Clerk,  as  it  ought  to  have  been  ;  and  that  he  had 
reason  to  believe  that  this  alteration  was  made  by  Mr.  Rich- 
ard Adams,  brother  to  Mr.  Thomas  Adam^,  the  Clerk  ;  which 
was  an  offence  he  thought  ought  to  be  inquired  into,  and  pro- 
perly censured  by  the  House. 

That  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  who  frequently  acted  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Claims  in  the  absence  of  the  said 
Archibald  Cary,  thereupon  told  the  House  that  the  said 
Richard  Adams  applied  to  him  to  have  the  Sergeant's  fees 
due  from  the  Clerk  of  Henrico  charged  in  the  Book  of  Claims, 
according  to  the  usual  course ;  that  this  charge  had  been 
omitted,  upon  his  promising  to  pay  the  Sergeant  for  his  bro- 
ther before  the  rising  of  the  Assembly;  that  the  said  Rich- 
ard Adams  was  called  home  unexpectedly  to  a  sick  family, 
and  it  was  inconvenient  for  him  to  pay  the  money  at  that 
time,  whereupon  the  said  Richard  Lee  directed  the  altera- 
tion to  be  made,  but  the  recharging  the  said  fees  to  the 
Clerk  of  Henrico,  according  to  the  usual  course,  was  omitted, 
through  mistake  and  want  of  attention. 

That  the  deponent,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  debate, 
informed  the  House  that  he  was  ready  to  pay  the  money  down 
upon  the  Clerk's  table  if  required,  or  to  pay  it  at  any  time 
to  the  Treasurer,  for  the  said  Adams,  who,  he  was  certain, 
would  immediately  repay  it  to  him  ;  upon  which  the  House 
appeared  perfectly  satisfied,  and  no  further  notice  was  takea 
of  the  said  information.  That  the  deponent  was  always 
ready  to  have  complied  with  his  undertaking,  and  should 
certainly  have  performed  it,  had  not  the  said  Richard  Ad- 
ams, a  short  time  after  the  rising  of  the  Assembly,  informed 
the  deponent  he  had  paid  the  money  to  the  Treasurer,  and 
that  he  has  seen  the  Treasurer's  receipt  acknowledging  such 
payment. 

That  it  further  appeared,  from  the  information  of  Richard 
Lee,  Esq.,  that  on  the  Saturday,  and  after  Mr.  Archibald 
Cary  was  gone  out  of  town,  Mr.  Richard  Adams  informed 
him  that  he  had  just  received  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Adams,  ac- 
quainting him  that  one  of  his  children  was  very  ill,  and  he 
should  shortly  leave  town  ;  that  it  was  inconvenient  for  him 
to  pay  the  £3  for  the  Clerk  of  Henrico  at  that  time ;  and 
as  the  Assembly  might  rise  before  he  returned,  he  desired 
the  informant,  who  had  acted  as  Chairman  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  in  the  absence  of  the  said  Archibald  Cctry, 
to  go  with  him  to  the  Clerk  of  that  Committee  and  have  the 
alteration  made  in  the  Book  of  Claims  ;  but  the  Clerk  being 
absent,  they  desired  Jacob  Bruce  to  make  the  alteration, 
which  he  accordingly  did. 

That  it  also  further  appeared,  from  the  information  of  Mr. 
McDowell,  and  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Samuel Du-Val,  that 
they  were  in  Mr.  Wythe's  office  when  Mr.  Richard  Lee  and 
Mr.  Richard  Adams  came  up  with  the  Book  of  Claims ;  and 
that  Mr.  Lee  directed  Mr.  Jacob  Bruce  to  make  the  altera- 
tion in  the  book,  which  he  accordingly  did. 

That  it  also  appeared,  from  the  information  of  Robert  Car- 
ter Nicholas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  that  Mr.  Richard  Adams,  on 
the  18th  of Mny,  1772,  paid  into  his  office  £3,  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Sergeant  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  in  sending 
an  express  to  the  Clerk  of  Henrico. 

That  it  also  appeared,  from  the  testimony  of  Jacob  Bruce, 
that  Mr.  Richard  Lee  and  Mr.  Richard  Adams  came  into 
Mr.  Wythe's  office,  where  he  was  writing ;  that  Mr.  Lee 
brought  with  him  the  Book  of  Claims,  which  he  opened  be- 
fore the  deponent,  and  told  him  to  alter  a  figure  of  one  into 
a  figure  of  four,  and  enter  the  word  "Henrico"  in  the  mar- 
gin of  the  book,  which  he  did. 

That  it  also  furtlier  appeared,  from  the  testimony  of  Tur- 
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tier  Southall,  that  the  letter  from  Mr.  Richard  Randolph  to 
Mr.  Richard  Adams  came  enclosed  in  one  to  him  for  Mr. 
Randolph,  for  his  perusal,  which,  after  he  had  read,  he  was 
desired  to  seal  and  contrive  by  some  safe  hand  to  Mr.  Adams, 
which  he  did ;  that  the  deponent  has  heard  Mr.  Randolph, 
in  a  publick  company,  charge  Mr.  Adams  with  a  forgery  in 
the  Book  of  Claims. 

That  it  also  further  appeared,  from  the  testimony  of  Tho- 
mas Prosscr,  Joseph  Lewis,  Abraham  Cowley,  Samuel  Price, 
William  Barton,  and  John  Pope,  that  they  heard  Mr.  Rich- 
ard Randolph,  in  a  publick  company,  in  the  County  o[ Hen- 
rico, charge  Mr.  Richard  Adams  with  having  cheated  tiie 
country  of  £3,  by  a  forgery  in  the  Book  of  Claims,  and  that 
he  could  prove  it  by  Mr.  Archibald  Cary.  And  that,  upon 
the  whole  matter,  the  Committee  had  come  to  the  following 
Resolution,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  accusations  contained  in  the  Letter 
of  the  said  Richard  Randolph  against  the  said  Richard 
Adams,  are  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious. 

On  a  motion  made,  Ordered,  That  the  said  Richard  Ran- 
dolph do  pay  the  costs  attending  the  said  inquiry,  and  that 
the  same  be  settled  and  assessed  by  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lick Claims. 

A  Petition  of  Anne  Cocke  was  presented  to  the  Conven- 
tion, and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  on  the  7th  of  November 
last,  according  to  the  directions  of  Lieutenant  Travis,  who 
was  empowered  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Second 
Regiment  to  press  into  the  country's  service  as  many  boats 
and  hands  at  Jamestown  and  the  opposite  ferries  as  should 
be  sufficient  for  ferrying  over  that  Regiment  from  Jamestown 
to  Edwards's  Landing,  at  a  small  distance  below  Cobham, 
she  sent  her  two  boats  with  four  Negro  fellows ;  that  the 
boats  with  the  fellows  continued  in  the  service  till  the  14th 
of  the  same  month,  when  two  of  them  were  discharged,  but 
the  other  two,  with  both  boats,  were  still  detained  in  the 
service  ;  that  on  the  21st,  they  were  sent  after  a  ferry  boat 
which  had  drifted  from  the  south  shore,  and  was  floating 
towards  Hog  Island ;  that  whilst  they  were  engaged  in  this 
business,  a  tender  of  the  Kingfisher  sloop-of-war,  then  lying 
off  Jamestown,  bore  down  and  made  them  prisoners ;  that 
she  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  recover  one  of  the  said 
slaves,  who  made  his  escape  from  the  fleet  at  Norfolk,  and 
praying  a  satisfaction  for  the  loss  she  hath  sustained  in  the 
other  of  the  said  slaves. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims ;  that  they  examine  into  the  mat- 
ter thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  there- 
upon, to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  Fenwick  LyeTl  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read  ;  setting  forth  that,  by  a  determination  of 
a  Court-Martial,  he  hath  been  dismissed  from  tiie  Naval  ser- 
vice under  Captain  John  Calvert,  in  the  Row-Galley  under 
his  command,  and  praying  the  reasons  of  such  his  dismission 
may  be  inquired  into,  and  himself  restored  to  the  office  he 
held  in  the  service  aforesaid. 

On  the  question  being  put,  that  the  said  Petition  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  be  rejected. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on  the  Or- 
dinance to  amend  an  Ordinance  entitled  An  Ordinance  for 
augmenting  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regular  forces,  providing 
for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  Colony,  and  for 
raising  six  Troops  of  Horse,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Publick  Printer  do  immediately  print 
and  publish  one  hundred  copies  of  the  Art  of  Making  Com- 
mon Salt,  for  the  use  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
erect  Works  for  making  Salt  by  the  operation  of  the  sun. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  June  22,  1776. 

Mr.  Treasurer,  from  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and 
Grievances,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  Memorial  of  Colo- 
nel William  Christian  and  Mr.  Arthur  Cam'pbell,  to  them 


referred,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions  there- 
upon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  Memorial  as  relates 
to  paying  the  said  William  Christian  for  twenty -one  days  in 
which  he  was  in  the  actual  service  of  this  Colony,  in  the  year 
1774,  as  a  Lieutenant-Colonel,  is  reasonable;  and  that  the 
sum  of  £  14  3«.  6d.  be  paid  to  the  said  William  Christian 
by  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  such  other  parts  of  the  said  Memorial  as 
relate  to  the  said  William  Christian  and  the  said  Arthur 
Campbell,  be  rejected. 

On  a  motion  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Propositions  and  Grie- 
vances be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  the  residue  of  the 
said  Memorial  respecting  Colonel  William  Preston. 

Mr.  Starke,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented, 
according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance 
entitled  An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  paying  the  expenses  of 
the  Delegates  from  this  Colony  to  the  General  Congress ; 
which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  Archibald  Cary,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented, according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  for  establishing  a 
Board  of  Commissioners  to  superintend  and  direct  the  Naval 
affairs  of  this  Colony;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  formerly  appointed  to  ex- 
amine into  the  cases  of  the  several  Criminals  confined  in  the 
publick  Jail  do  also  examine  into,  and  report,  the  case  of 
Moses  Riggs. 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Hughes  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  was  appointed  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  Army  the  9th  of  September  last,  and  think- 
ing an  officer  in  the  service  was  entitled  to  a  servant,  he 
purchased  one  under  a  Pennsylvania  indenture  sold  for  debt, 
for  whom  he  gave  £20 ;  that,  on  showing  the  indenture  to 
the  District  Committee,  and  proposing  to  destroy  it,  they 
offered  to  take  the  said  servant  into  the  ranks,  but  that  he 
declined  it  till  he  should  submit  the  matter  to  the  Conven- 
tion ;  that  he  hath  been  at  the  expense  of  furnishing  him 
with  every  necessary  requisite  for  a  soldier,  made  him  mount 
guard,  and  had  him  in  most  of  the  skirmishes  last  fall ;  that 
he  behaved,  on  all  occasions,  with  great  spirit ;  that  a  bro- 
ther of  the  said  servant  coming  on  shore  with  a  flag  from 
the  commanding  officer  at  Norfolk,  induced  him  to  go  on 
board  the  Otter,  the  19th  of  January  last,  and  he  is  now  lost 
to  him ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  soldier's  pay 
for  the  said  servant,  from  the  said  9th  of  September  till  the 
19th  of  January  aforesaid,  being  the  time  he  did  the  duty  of 
a  common  soldier. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims ;  that  they  examine  into  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  Convention. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony, 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  further  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolu- 
tion thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  agaia 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  a  temporary  provision  ought  to  be  made 
for  enabling  the  present  Magistrates  to  continue  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  and  for  settling  the  general  mode  of  pro- 
ceedings in  criminal  and  other  cases,  until  that  subject  shall 
be  more  maturely  considered  by  the  Legislature. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Archibald  Cary,  Mr.  Treasurer,  Mr. 
Henry,  Mr.  Meriwether  Smith,  Mr.  Edmund  Randolph,  and 
Mr.  Banister,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an 
Ordinance  pursuant  to  the  said  Resolution. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Neaville  and  Enoch  Innes,  Gentle- 
men, be  appointed  Commissioners  to  dispose  of  the  Estate  of 
Lord  Dunmore,  in  the  County  of  Hampshire,  in  the  room 
of  John  Neaville  and  James  Lines,  Gentlemen,  who  are  incon- 
veniently situated  for  that  purpose. 
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Resolved,  That  tliis  Convention  will  on  Monday  next 
again  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  fur- 
ther consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance 
entided  An  Ordinance  for  augmenting  the  Ninth  Regiment 
of  Regular  forces,  providing  for  the  better  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  this  Colony,  and  for  raising  six  Troops  of  Horse, 
being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  Board  of  Commissioners 
to  superintend  and  direct  the  Naval  affairs  of  this  Colony, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Tuesday  next, 
again  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  entitled  An  Ordi- 
nance to  provide  for  paying  the  expenses  of  the  Delegates 
from  this  Colony  to  the  General  Congress,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Digges,  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  informed  the 
Convention  that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  their  consider- 
ation how  the  Prisonei-s  lately  taken  by  the  Captains  James 
and  Richard  Barron,  being  two  hundred  and  seventeen 
Scotch  Highland  Regulars,  might  be  best  disposed  of,  were 
of  opinion  that  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  Cadets 
should  be  sent  to  some  secure  place  in  the  frontiers,  and 
there  kept  as  prisoners  of  war ;  that  the  seamen  be  engaged 
to  serve  one  in  a  cruiser  or  galley,  if  they  shall  be  willing ; 
if  not,  that  they  be  disposed  of  with  the  privates ;  and  that 
it  will  be  most  prudent  to  disperse  the  privates  over  the 
middle  Counties,  where,  one  in  a  family,  they  being  well 
used  and  employed  on  such  wages  as  they  may  be  willing  to 
take,  may  be  secured,  and  probably  reconciled  to  the  coun- 
try, at  the  same  time  considering  them  as  prisoners  of  war ; 
and  had  therefore  ordered  them  to  be  sent,  in  equal  numbers, 
to  the  following  Counties,  to  wit:  Amelia,  Amherst,  Albe- 
marle,  Cumberland,  Btickingham,  Berkeley,  Frederick,  Sus- 
sex, Goochland,  Louisa,  Orange,  Culpepper,  Fauquier,  and 
Loudoun ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committees  of 
the  said  several  Counties  to  distribute  their  number  amongst 
the  inhabitants  respectively  who  may  be  willing  to  take  them, 
and  to  be  careful  that  the  above  purpose  of  the  Committee 
respecting  the  said  men  may  be  complied  with,  and  that  the 
women,  if  they  have  husbands,  may  be  sent  with  them,  to- 
gether with  their  respective  children.  That  the  officers  and 
men  in  tiie  American  service,  who  were  put  on  board  the  said 
ship  when  she  was  taken  to  the  northward  by  Captain  Biddle, 
ought  to  be  engaged  in  the  Naval  service,  or  permitted  to 
return  to  their  places  of  residence,  as  they  shall  choose. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  doth  approve  of  the  dis- 
position of  the  Prisoners  aforesaid,  as  made  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  June  24,  1776. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  several  Petitions  to  them  referred, 
and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon  ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Peter  Wilson,  a  soldier  in 
Captain  John  Lewis's  Company,  for  a  further  allowance  of 
pay  for  seventy-five  days  more  than  he  was  returned  for  in 
the  roll,  which  was  omitted  by  mistake  of  the  said  Captain, 
is  reasonable ;  and  that  the  Petitioner  be  allowed  the  sum 
of  £5  I2s.  6d.  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  James  Shanks,  praying  to 
be  allowed  for  his  services  thirty-eight  days  as  Packhorse- 
master  on  the  late  expedition  against  the  Indians,  is  reason- 
able ;  and  that  the  Petitioner  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £4  15*. 
for  his  services. 

Rtsolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Abraham,  Hite,  the  younger, 
praying  an  additional  allowance  for  his  services  as  Commis- 
sary of  Provisions  for  the  Northern  Department  on  the  late 
expedition  against  the  Indians,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  the 
Petitioner  be  allowed  the  flirther  sura  of  five  shillings  per 


day  for  twenty-six  days,  the  time  he  served  in  that  office, 
amounting  to  £6  10*.,  exclusive  of  the  allowance  already 
made  him  by  the  Commissioners  for  those  services. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  William  Talbott,  a  soldier 
of  the  Militia,  of  Charles-City  County,  who  was  wounded  in 
the  arm  and  shoulder  in  an  engagement  with  two  of  the 
enemy's  tenders  at  Sandy-Point,  praying  to  be  allowed  the 
Surgeon's  account  against  him,  for  visits  and  dressing  his 
wounds,  is  reasonable,  and  that  the  Petitioner  be  allowed 
£16  13s.  3d.,  the  amount  of  the  said  account. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Edward  Cowper,  praying 
to  be  allowed  for  the  damages  he  sustained  by  means  of  the 
enemy  having  burnt  his  Houses,  killed  and  taken  away  a 
considerable  number  of  Cattle  and  other  Stock,  be  rejected, 
it  being  no  publick  claim. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  o[  Joseph  Boot,  a  soldier  and 
artificer  in  the  service  during  the  last  war,  who  was  wounded 
in  several  parts  of  his  body,  whereby  he  is  rendered  incapa- 
ble of  getting  support  by  labour  in  his  present  declining  state, 
and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  he  be  allowed  £5 
for  his  present  relief,  and  £5  per  annum  during  his  life. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  George  Beckett,  a  soldier 
in  Captain  Lee's  Company,  of  the  Third  Virginia  Regiment, 
who,  by  an  overstrain  in  lifting  pieces  of  wood  for  the  use  of 
the  said  Company,  received  a  hurt  which  renders  him  incapa- 
ble of  walking,  and  consequently  of  getting  a  livelihood  by 
labour,  and  praying  relief,  is  reasonable,  and  that  he  be  allow- 
ed the  sum  of  £5  per  annum  during  his  life  towards  his 
support. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  to  amend 
an  Ordinance  intituled  An  Ordinance  for  augmenting  the 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Regular  forces,  providing  for  the  better 
defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  Colony,  and  for  raising  six 
Troops  of  Horse ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that 
the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their 
consideration  the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  gone  through  the 
same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto;  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  together  with  the  seve- 
ral Amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Whereas  divers  Petitions  from  the  Inhabitants  on  the 
Western  frontiers  have  been  presented  to  this  Convention, 
complaining  of  exorbitant  demands  made  on  them  for  Lands 
claimed  by  persons  pretending  to  derive  titles  from  Indian 
deeds  and  purchases : 

Resolved,  That  all  pei-sons  actually  settled  on  any  of  the 
said  Lands  ought  to  hold  the  same,  without  paying  any  pe- 
cuniary or  other  consideration  whatever  to  any  private  per- 
son or  persons,  until  the  said  Petitions,  as  well  as  the  validity 
of  the  titles  under  such  Indian  deeds  and  purchases,  shall 
have  been  considered  and  determined  on  by  the  Legislature 
of  this  country ;  and  that  all  pereons  who  are  now  actually 
settled  on  any  unlocated  or  unappropriated  Lands  in  Virginia, 
to  which  there  is  no  other  just  claim,  shall  have  the  pre-emp- 
tion, or  preference,  in  the  grants  of  such  Lands. 

Resolved,  That  no  purchases  of  Lands  within  the  char- 
tered limits  of  Virginia  shall  be  made,  under  any  pretence 
whatever,  from  any  Indian  Tribe  or  Nation,  without  the 
approbation  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  a  claim  of  Captain  Joseph  Ilaynes, 
Lieutenant  Daniel  Smith,  and  Ensign  John  Smith,  to  them 
referred ;  and  that  it  appeared  to  them  that  the  said  Joseph 
Ilaynes,  in  the  month  of  June,  1774,  received  orders  from 
Colonel  Abraham  Smith,  of  Augusta,  to  raise  as  many  men 
as  the  short  notice  would  admit,  and  march  to  the  North 
fork  of  the  South  Branch  ofPotomack  River,  to  protect  the 
inhabitants  of  that  place,  who  at  that  time  were  threatened 
with  an  invasion  by  the  Indians ;  that  the  said  Haynes, 
within  six  days  after  receiving  the  ordcre,  marched  with 
thirty  men  to  the  place  aforesaid,  leaving  his  Ensign  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  remainder  that  were  inlisted  as  soon  as  they 
could  be  convened,  who  two  days  after  joined  him  with 
twelve  men ;  that  the  said  Colonel  Smith,  thinking  these 
forty-two  men,  widi  the  officers,  would  be  a  sufficient  rein- 
forcement for  the  garrison,  ordered  the  Captain  not  to  inlist 
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any  more,  till  he  should  receive  orders  for  so  doing  from  the 
County  Lieutenant ;  that  the  Captain  applied  to  the  County 
Lieutenant  for  permission  to  recruit  eight  men,  who  were  then 
ready  to  inlist  under  him,  to  complete  his  Company,  that  he 
migiit  be  entitled  to  a  Captain's  pay,  who  told  him  not  to 
inlist  any  more  without  further  orders,  and  assured  him  that 
he  should  draw  full  pay  as  Captain,  notwithstanding  his 
Company  was  not  complete ;  that  the  Commissioners  have 
allowed  the  said  Joseph  Ilnynes  Lieutenant's  pay,  the  said 
Daniel  Smith  Ensign's  pay,  and  the  said  John  Smith  Ser- 
geant's pay,  for  thirty-eight  days,  the  time  they  were  in  ser- 
vice on  the  South  Branch,  and  the  same  for  the  number  of 
days  they  served  on  the  expedition  against  the  Shawanese, 
which  last-mentioned  time  there  were  forty-nine  privates  in- 
listed,  two  of  whom  were  returned  as  deserters,  and  one  as  a 
spy,  as  appears  by  the  roll ;  and  that  they  had  come  to  the 
following  Resolutions  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Claimants  have  been  already  al- 
lowed by  the  Commissioners  full  pay,  agreeably  to  law,  for 
the  time  they  served  on  the  Shaxoanese  expedition. 

Reiolved,  That  the  following  additional  allowance  be  made 
to  the  said  Claimants,  for  the  thirty-eight  days  they  were 
on  duty  on  the  South  Branch  of  Potomack  River,  to  wit : 
To  the  said  Joseph  Haynes,  as  Captain,  2s.  6d.,  amounting 
to  £4  15s. ;  to  the  said  Daniel  Smith,  as  Lieutenant,  Is.  6d. 
per  day,  amounting  to  £2  17s.;  and  to  the  said  John  Smith, 
as  Ensign,  3s.  Qd.  per  day,  amounting  to  £6  13s.;  being  the 
difference  between  the  allowance  made  them  by  the  Com- 
missioners and  this  Committee  for  the  said  services. 

Mr.  Archibald  Cary,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  re- 
ported a  Plan  of  Government  for  this  Colony;  which  was 
read  the  fii-st  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  no  Claim  or  Petition  be  received  by  the 
Convention  after  this  day,  before  the  recess. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  intituled  An  Ordi- 
nance to  provide  for  paying  the  expenses  of  the  Delegates 
from  this  Colony  to  the  General  Congress,  which  had  been 
fairly  transcribed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  blanks 
therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass.* 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  for 
a  call  of  the  Convention,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  of  Money,  not  exceeding  £1,000, 
be  advanced  to  Thomas  Walker  Sf  Co.,  on  their  entering 
into  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  to  repay  the  same  in  Pig- 
iron,  to  be  delivered  at  Westham,  in  the  County  oi  Henrico, 
at  the  price  of  £7  10s.  per  ton. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  of 
Propositions  and  Grievances,  who  are  directed  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  an  Ordinance  for  amending  an  Ordinance  intituled 
An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  imbodying  a  sufficient  force 
for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  that  they  re- 
ceive a  clause,  or  clauses,  to  exempt  the  County  of  Accp- 
mack  from  being  allotted  in  divisions,  and  drafted,  pursuant 
to  the  directions  of  an  Ordinance  of  the  last  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  6c(m«eZ  Jordan,  Gentleman,  be  appointed 
a  Commissioner  for  receiving  and  paying  away  the  sum  of 
£5,000,  pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  this  Convention  of  the 

•  Jln  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  intituled  .^n  Ordinance  to  pro- 
vide for  paying  the  expentet  of  the  Delegates  from  this  Colony  to 
the  General  Congress. 

Whereas,  in  these  times  of  difficuUy  and  distress,  it  is  necessary  to 
practise  the  utmost  economy  in  the  distribution  of  the  publick  money: 

Be  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  Delegates  of  Vihginia,  noiv  met  in 
General  Convention^  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  so  much  of  an  Ordinance  entitled  An  Ordinance  to  provide 
for  paying  the  expenses  of  the  Delegates  from  this  Colony  to  the  Gene- 
ral Compress  as  establishes  an  allowance  to  each  of  such  Delegates  of 
forty-five  shillings  for  every  day's  attendance  therein,  shall,  from  and 
after  the  1 1th  day  ol  .August  next,  be  repealed,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses. 

Jlnd  be  it  further  ordained,  That  from  and  after  the  II th  day  of 
.iugutt  next,  every  Delegate  who  now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be,  appointed 
to  represent  this  Colony  in  any  General  Congress,  shall,  for  each  day's 
attendance  therein,  receive  the  sum  of  thirty  shillings,  to  be  paid  to  the 
respective  Delegates  by  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  appointed  by 
General  Convention  or  General  Assembly,  out  of  any  publick  money 
which  may  be  in  his  hands  by  virtue  of  any  Ordinance  of  Convention 
or  act  of  General  Assembly. 


14th  instant,  in  the  room  of  William  Cabell,  Esq.,  who  is 
inconveniently  situated  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  same 
into  execution. 

A  Petition  of  Samuel  Prichard  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that,  being  possessed  of 
eight  Pounds,  Virginia  currency,  contained  in  one  bill  of 
what  is  called  the  James  River  Bank  Paper,  his  dwelling- 
house  and  grist-mill  wore  consumed  by  fire,  and  the  bill 
aforesaid  destroyed  therein  ;  that  he  is  by  this  misfortune  re- 
duced to  great  distress,  and  praying  relief  so  far  as  respects 
said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publick  Claims ;  that  they  inquire  into  the  matter 
thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  Convention. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  June  25,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Newton  be  added  to  the  Committee 
of  Publick  Claims. 

Whereas  gaming,  at  best,  is  but  an  idle  amusement,  when 
carried  to  excess  is  the  parent  of  avarice,  dissipation,  pro- 
faneness,  and  every  other  passion  which  can  debase  the 
human  mind,  and  is  therefore  forbidden  by  the  Continental 
Association,  as  more  peculiarly  improper  at  this  time,  when 
our  important  struggle  for  liberty  and  freedom  renders  the 
practice  of  the  most  rigid  virtue  necessary  to  sustain  us  under 
and  carry  us  through  the  conflict ;  that  this  pernicious  and 
destructive  vice  may  not  prevail  among  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  our  Army,  the  morals  of  the  youth  therein  preserved 
from  corruption,  and  they  restored,  untainted,  to  their  worthy- 
parents,  who  have  cheerfully  spared  them  from  domestick  en- 
dearments to  the  assistance  and  protection  of  their  country: 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommend- 
ed to  the  General  or  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Continen- 
tal Troops  in  this  Colony,  to  take  such  steps  as  to  him  shall 
appear  most  proper  for  preventing  profane  swearing,  all 
manner  of  gaming,  as  well  as  every  other  vice  and  inmio- 
rality  among  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command ; 
and  that  it  be,  and  is  hereby,  declared  to  all  who  are  or 
may  be  candidates  for  offices,  civil  or  military,  in  the  pay  of 
this  Colony,  that  the  practice  of  gaming  and  profane  swear- 
ing will  ever  be  considered  as  an  exclusion  from  all  publick 
offices  or  employments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Starke  do  deliver  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
going Resolution  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Con- 
tinental Troops  in  this  Colony. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  entitled  An  Ordi- 
nance for  augmenting  the  Ninth  Regiment  of  Regular  forces, 
providing  for  the  better  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  Colo- 
ny, and  for  raising  six  Troops  of  Horse,  having  been  fairly 
transcribed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein 
filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass ;  and  that  the 
title  thereof  be.  An  Ordinance  to  supply  certain  defects  in 
a  former  Ordinance  of  this  Convention  for  raising  six  Troops 
of  Horse.f 

■fv^n  Ordinance  to  supply  certain  defects  in  a  former  Ordinance  ofthit 
Convention  for  raising  six  Troops  of  Horse. 

Whereas,  by  an  Ordinance  passed  the  present  session  of  Convention, 
six  Troops  of  Horse  are  directed  to  be  raised  for  the  further  protection  and 
defence  of  this  Colony,  which  Ordinance,  so  far  as  it  respects  such 
Troops,  is  found  defective  in  many  instances:  « 

For  remedy  whereof,  Be  it  ordained  by  the  Delegates  and  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  o/"Vi«oisia,  no-a> 
assembled  in  General  Convention,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  commissions  to  the  several  officers  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  said  six  Troops  of  Horse  shall  issue  as  follows: 
to  a  Captain,  when  it  shall  appear  he  hath  inlisted  fifteen  troopers ;  to 
a  Lieutenant,  when  it  shall  appear  he  hath  inlisted  twelve  troopers;  and 
to  a  Cornet,  when  it  shall  appear  he  hath  inlisted  nine  troopers ;  upon 
their  respectively  producing  certificates  that  such  troopers  have  been  re- 
viewed according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  Ordinance ;  but  the  com- 
missions shall  be  issued  in  such  manner  as  to  preserve  the  rank  of  each 
according  to  the  election  made  by  this  Convention. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
pay  of  the  said  officers  shall  commence  from  the  time  of  their  appoint- 
ment ;  and  if  any  of  the  said  officers  shall  fail  to  raise  their  number  of 
men,  according  to  the  aforesaid  proportion,  on  or  before  the  last  day  of 
Mtgust  next,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or 
others  having  the  executive  powers  of  Government  in  this  Colony,  to 
appoint  any  other  person  that  they  shall  think  proper  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  officer  so  failing,  or  to  continue  such  officer,  as  appears  to  them  the 
most  likely  to  complete  such  troop. 

Jind  be  it  further  ordained,  That  each  trooper  shall  be  furnished 
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An  Ordinance  making  further  provision  for  tiie  defence  and 
prolection  of  this  Colony,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
vention. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  will  immediately  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  said  Ordinance ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  re- 
ported, that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  Ordinance  for  making  further  provi- 
sion for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and  had 
gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  there- 
to ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  together  with  the 
several  Amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  Board 
of  Commissioners  to  superintend  and  direct  the  Naval  affairs 
of  this  Colony,  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  for  a  call  of 
the  Convention,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  26,  1776. 

Mr.  Blair,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
Reports  made  by  the  Committees  of  Caroline  and  Spottsyl- 
vania  Counties,  respectively,  in  relation  to  divers  vessels  sup- 
posed to  be  British  property,  and  as  such  seized  by  Cap- 
tain Taylor,  commander  of  an  armed  vessel  fitted  out  at  the 
charge  of  this  Colony,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had 
accordingly  had  under  their  consideration  the  said  several 
matters  ;  and  that  it  appeared  to  them,  from  the  several  de- 
positions taken  before  the  said  Committee  of  Caroline  Coun- 
ty, that  a  moiety  of  the  Sloop  Olive  is,  and  at  the  time  she 
was  seized  was,  the  property  of  a  certain  Harry  Lybum,  an 
inhabitant  of  this  Colony,  and  that  the  other  moiety  belonged 
to  Messrs.  Dunlop  ^  Crosse,  merchants,  in  Glasgoiu,  but 
was  claimed  as  the  property  of  James  Dunlop,  a  partner  of 
that  Company,  under  a  purchase  by  him  set  up  prior  to  the 
said  seizure,  as  may  more  particularly  appear  by  the  said 
depositions,  to  which  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

That  it  further  appeared,  that  the  said  James  Dunlop  is  a 
resident  of  this  Colony,  and  that,  before  the  said  purchase, 
he,  as  a  partner  of  Dunlop  Sf  Crosse,  owned  one-sixteenth 
of  their  moiety  of  the  Olive. 

That  it  further  appeared,  from  the  report  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee of  Spottsylvania  County,  the  papers  therein  referred 

with  the  following  arms  and  accoutrements,  that  is  to  say :  a  carbine 
with  bucket  and  straps,  a  pair  of  horseman's  pistols  and  holsters,  a  toma- 
hawk, a  spear,  a  good  saddle  well  fixed  with  girths  and  surcingle,  and 
curb  bridle. 

.4nd  be  it  further  ordained.  That  instead  of  the  Corporals,  Trumpe- 
ters, and  private  Troopers,  furnishing  their  own  horses,  arms,  and  ac- 
coutrements, according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  recited  Ordinance, 
and  receiving  the  pay  therein  allowed,  the  said  horses,  arms,  and  accou- 
trements, shall  be  furnished  at  the  expense  of  the  publick,  and  the  pay  of 
each  Corporal  and  Trumpeter  shall  be  reduced  to  two  shillings,  and  of 
each  Trooper  to  one  shilling  and  six  pence  per  day,  which  shall  com- 
mence from  the  time  of  their  inlistment.  And  to  preserve  equality,  as 
near  as  may  be,  in  the  kind  of  horses,  that  the  price  of  each  horse  be 
limited  to  thirty  pounds ;  and  each  trooper  shall  moreover  be  allowed  a 
bounty  of  twenty  shillings  upon  his  inlistment  to  serve  until  the  1st  day 
of  December,  1778,  unless  he  be  sooner  discharged  by  the  executive 
powers  of  Government,  in  which  case  he  shall  receive  one  month's  pay. 

Jlnd  be  it  further  ordained,  'J'hat  there  shall  be  allowed  a  Major- 
Commandant  over  the  whole  six  troops,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
General  Convention  or  General  Assembly,  and  be  allowed  the  pay  of  ten 
shillings  per  day,  to  commence  from  the  time  that  the  whole  troops  shall 
be  completed,  or  he  shall  be  called  into  service ;  and  that  the  several  offi- 
cers and  troopers  shall  be  allowed  the  like  tents,  rations,  and  forage,  as 
are  allowed  to  the  Infantry. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  every  Cadet  who  shall  enter  into 
the  service,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Captain  of  the  respective  Troop 
which  he  is  willing  to  join,  and  furnish  himself  with  a  good  horse,  and 
the  arms  and  accoutrements  herein  directed,  shall  be  allowed  the  pay  and 
provisions  of  a  private  soldier,  and  one  lent  for  every  four  Cadets, 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  there  shall  be  allowed  a  Quarter- 
master to  every  two  Troops,  who  shall  be  paid  five  shillings  per  day ;  a 
rough-rider,  or  horse-breaker,  for  each  Troop,  who  shall  be  discharged 
after  the  horses  are  properly  trained,  at  the  pay  of  five  shillings  per  day  ; 
and  a  drummer  for  each,  who  shall  be  furnished  with  a  horse  and  accou- 
trements at  the  publick  expense,  at  two  shillings  per  day,  besides  their 
rations  and  forage. 


to,  and  other  evidence,  that  the  Sloops  LarTi  and  Speedwell, 
at  the  time  of  their  being  seized,  were  the  property  of  Messrs. 
William  Cuninghame  ^  Company,  merchants,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  that  the  Sloop  Susannah,  at  the  time  of  her  seizure, 
belonged  to  Messrs.  Bogle,  Somervell,  ^  Company,  mer- 
chants, in  Glasgow ;  that  James  Robeson,  William  Hender- 
son, and  William  Reid,  who  reside  in  this  Colony,  are  in 
some  small  degree  concerned  as  partners  of  the  said  M'illiam 
Cuninghame  ^  Company;  and  that  Gavin  Lawson  and  Ro- 
bert Gilmour,  residing  in  America,  have  some  interest  in  the 
Sloop  Susannah,  as  partners  of  the  said  Bogle,  Somervell,  8f 
Company;  but  that,  in  case  of  confiscation,  the  five  Ameri- 
can owners  aforesaid  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  ascer- 
tain their  respective  small  proportions,  in  order  to  entitle 
themselves  to  an  exemption. 

That  it  further  appeared,  that  James  Lindsay ,  as  Skipper 
of  the  Speedwell,  is  entitled  to  credit  with  the  said  Cuning- 
hame ^  Company  for  £75,  being  the  amount  of  his  wages; 
but  that  there  is  an  unsettled  account  against  him  on  the 
books  of  the  said  Cuninghame  ^  Company. 

That  it  further  appeared,  that  the  sails  belonging  to  the 
Sloop  Speedwell  were  lodged  in  Mr.  William  Reid's  ware- 
house some  time  before  the  capture,  and  therefore,  not  being 
below  high-water  mark,  were  not  seized  nor  included  in  the 
inventory  returned ;  and  that,  in  like  manner,  all  the  furni- 
ture of  the  Sloop  Olive,  except  standing  rigging,  one  anchor, 
and  cable,  had  been  laid  up  in  Mr.  Dunlop's  storehouse  in 
Fort-Royal ;  only  the  articles  contained  in  the  said  excep- 
tion having  been  seized. 

That  it  further  appeared,  that  among  the  articles  contain- 
ed in  the  inventory  of  stores,  &;c.,  belonging  to  the  Sloop 
Susannah  and  the  Sloop  Lark,  are  three  Negroes,  viz :  Da- 
vy and  iVerf,  belonging  to  the  former,  and  Priamm,  to  the 
latter;  and  that  they  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  pretended  purchase  of  a  moiety  of  the 
Sloop  Olive  by  the  aforesaid  James  Dunlop,  was  fraudulent 
and  void ;  the  same  having  been  transacted  with  a  view  of 
screening  the  said  Sloop  from  confiscation,  under  the  Reso- 
lution of  Congress  of  the  23d  of  March  last. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sloop  Olive,  together  with  her  stand- 
ing rigging,  anchor,  and  cable,  be  sold  ;  and  that  the  money 
arising  from  the  sale,  after  the  expenses  thereof  are  defrayed, 
be  divided  into  thirty-two  parts,  sixteen  of  which  to  be  paid 
to  the  said  Harry  Lybum,  and  one  to  the  said  James  Dun- 
lop;  and  that  the  remaining  fifteen  be  subdivided  into  three 
parts,  two  of  which  to  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer,  for  the  use 
of  this  Colony,  and  the  other  to  the  captors. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sloops  Lark,  Speedwell,  and  Susan-  ' 
nah,  together  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  slave, 
and  slaves,  to  them  respectively  belonging,  as  contained  in 
the  inventory  returned  thereof,  be  sold ;  and  that  out  of  the 
money  arising  from  the  sale  the  expenses  thereof  be  first 
discharged  ;  and  that  there  be  then  paid  to  James  Lindsay 
so  much  as  shall,  upon  liquidating  his  account,  appear  to  be 
the  balance  due  to  him  for  wages,  and  that  two-third  parts 
of  the  residue  thereof  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  use 
of  this  Colony,  and  the  other  third  part  to  the  captors. 

The  Plan  of  Government  for  this  Colony  was  read  a  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  immediately  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Plan  of  Government  for  this 
Colony. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
Committee ;.  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Digges  reported  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consi- 
deration the  Plan  of  Government  for  this  Colony,  and  had 
made  some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go 
through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-moiTOW  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Plan  of  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  for  a  call  of 
the  Convention,  and  for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself  on 
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the  Ordinance  for  appointing  Commissioners  to  superintend 
and  direct  the  Naval  affairs  of  this  Colony,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  June  27,  1776. 

The  Officers  of  the  several  Minute-men  and  Militia  lately 
called  into  duty,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Samuel 
Meredith  and  Colonel  Charles  Lewis,  being  detached  to 
various  parts,  so  that  they  cannot  assemble  for  electing  a 
Surgeon  and  Adjutant,  Chaplain  and  Quartermaster,  for 
each  Battalion,  according  to  the  former  Resolution : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  officers  be  appointed 
by  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Mr.  Gray,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Ordinance 
entitled  An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  entitled  An 
Ordinance  for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobacco  Pay- 
ments, during  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection  Law,  was 
committed,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  made 
several  Amendments  thereto ;  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  together  with  the  seve- 
ral Amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented  to 
the  Convention,  according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  to  enable 
the  present  Magistrates  and  Officers  to  continue  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  and  for  settling  the  general  mode  of  pro- 
ceedings in  criminal  and  other  cases  till  the  same  can  be 
more  amply  provided  for ;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  esta- 
blishing a  Board  of  Commissioners  to  superintend  and  direct 
the  Naval  affairs  of  this  Colony;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under 
their  consideration  the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  gone  through 
the  same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he 
was  ready  to  report  when  the  Convention  should  be  pleased 
to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Plan  of  Government 
for  this  Colony;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their 
consideration,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not 
having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again  re- 
solve itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

The  following  Resolution  was  proposed  to  the  Conven- 
tion, read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  neKt  session  of 
the  Convention  or  General  Assembly. 

Whereas  many  Inhabitants  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  coun- 
try have  crops  of  Tobacco  ready  prized,  whidh  they  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  selling  for  foreign  markets  if  the 
same  were  brought  to  some  place  near  navigation,  where  it  is 
judged  it  might  be  safely  deposited,  and  effectually  guarded 
from  the  enemy,  by  the  cruisers  and  row-galleys  provided 
for  protection  of  the  several  rivers: 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Courts  of  the  several  Coun- 
ties of shall  appoint  one  fit  person  to  attend 

at  each  of  the  publick  Wareliouses  within  their  respective 
Counties,  (where  the  proprietors  of  such  warehouses  shall 
consent  to  have  the  same  used  for  storing  Tobacco,)  from 

the day  of next,  until  the 

day  of ,  1777,  who,  having  taken  an  oath  be- 
fore such  Court  well  and  faithfully  to  discharge  his  duty, 
and  to  keep  just  accounts  of  all  Tobaccoes  by  him  received 
into  and  delivered  out  of  die  said  warehouse,  shall  constant- 
ly attend  (^Sundays  and  holydays  excepted)  at  the  warehouse 
to  which  he  shall  be  appointed,  and  receive  and  enter  in  a 
book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  the  marks  and  numbers  of 
all  hosisheads  of  Tobacco  which  shall  be  brought  to  and 
stored  in  the  said  warehouse,  with  the  owners'  names,  giving 
a  receipt  to  the  person  bringing  the  same,  expressing  such 


mark,  number,  and  owner's  name,  and  shall  also  deliver  such 
hogsheads  to  the  owner,  or  to  his  order,  in  writing,  when  re- 
quired ;  and  the  owner,  or  person  authorized  to  receive  the 

same,  shall  pay  to  such  receiver per  hogshead, 

for  his  own  trouble  and  care,  and per  hogshead, 

for  the  use  of  the  proprietor  of  sucli  warehouse  for  the  rent 
thereof,  to  be  paid  on  the  delivery  of  such  Tobacco  out  of 
the  warehouse.  Provided  always,  that  the  publick  shall  not 
be  answerable  for  any  losses  or  damages  which  may  happen 
to  the  Tobacco  or  warehouses,  by  fire  or  otherwise. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  for 
a  call  of  the  Convention,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  28,  1776. 

IVIr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  a  Memorial  and  two  Petitions  to 
them  referred,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions 
thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  Memorial  of  Colonel  William  Preston, 
praying  to  be  allowed  for  his  services  as  Commander  of  the 
Militia  of  the  County  of  Fincastle,  from  the  24th  of  May  to 
the  7th  of  November,  1774,  the  time  the  said  Militia  were 
kept  imbodied,  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Lucretia  Pritchett,  Ex- 
ecutrix, and  William  Churchill,  Executor,  o{  Joseph  Pritch- 
ett, deceased,  praying  to  be  allowed  for  Minny,  a  Negro  man 
slave  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  said  Joseph  Pritchett, 
who  behaved  with  uncommon  bravery  in  an  engagement 
with  a  piratical  tender,  and  was  killed  by  the  enemy  in  at- 
tempting to  board  her,  is  reasonable,  and  that  the  sum  of 
£100  be  allowed  to  the  said  estate  for  the  said  slave. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Samuel  Pritchett,  praying 
to  be  allowed  £8,  Virginia  currency,  being  the  sum  speci- 
fied in  a  bill  of  the  sort  known  by  the  distinction  oi  James 
River  Bank  Notes,  which,  together  with  his  house,  were 
consumed  by  fire,  and  which  the  publick  must  have  the  be- 
nefit of,  if  considered  as  his  loss,  is  reasonable,  and  that  the 
Petitioner  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £8  by  the  publick  for  the 
same. 

Mr.  Archibald  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges 
and  Elections,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according 
to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  information  re- 
specting David  Ross,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Reso- 
lution thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  information  against  the  said  David 
Ross  be  heard  before  this  Committee  on  the  second  Moiiday 
after  the  meeting  of  the  next  Convention  or  Assembly;  and 
that  the  said  Ross  be  discharged  out  of  custody,  on  giving 
bond  and  security,  in  the  sum  of  £5,000,  to  appear  at  the 
next  meeting  of  Convention  or  Assembly,  to  answer  the 
said  information  on  the  day  fixed  for  hearing  the  same ;  and 
that  he  doth  not  in  the  mean  time  give  intelligence  to,  or  in 
any  manner  aid  or  assist  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order, 
had  under  their  consideration  the  Petition  of  sundry  persons, 
Natives  of  Great  Britain,  to  them  referred,  and  had  come 
to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  is  reasonable ;  and  that 
the  Petitioners  have  leave  to  depart  this  country  after  taking 
an  oath  not  to  bear  arms  against  America,  nor  give  intelli- 
gence to  the  enemy  during  the  present  war ;  that  they  do 
not  carry  out  of  the  country  more  than  £50  each,  nor  more 
provisions  than  may  be  sufficient  for  the  voyage. 

Resolved,  That,  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  said  Pe- 
titioners, every  package  and  article  by  them  intended  to  be 
carried  away,  as  also  the  vessel  in  which  they  intend  to  em- 
bark, be  carefully  searched,  under  the  orders  and  inspection 
of  the  Chairman  and  two  Members  of  the  Committee  for 
the  County  from  which  they  embark,  in  order  to  prevent  tlie 
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secreting,  carrying  off,  or  destruction,  of  any  books  of  ac- 
counts or  papers  belonging  to  any  person  in  Great  Britain. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  the  Execu- 
tive power  for  the  time  being,  permit  the  said  Petitioners,  or 
any  other  Natives  of  Great  Britain  whom  tiiey  may  think 
proper,  to  depart  this  Colony,  on  their  complying  with  the 
above  requisitions. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Preston,  on  the  subject  of  Indian 
Affairs,  was  laid  before  the  Convention,  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Plan  of  Government 
for  this  Colony  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident resumed  the  ciiair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  conside- 
ration the  Plan  of  Government  for  this  Colony,  and  had  gone 
through  the  same,  and  made  several  Amendments  thereto ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Plan  of  Government,  together  with 
the  Amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented,  ac- 
cording to  order,  an  Ordinance  for  erecting  Salt- Works  in 
this  Colony,  and  for  encouraging  the  making  of  Salt;  which 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Convention, 
reported,  according  to  order,  the  Amendments  to  the  Ordi- 
nance for  establishing  a  Board  of  Commissioners  to  super- 
intend and  direct  the  Naval  affairs  of  this  Colony;  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  together  with  the  seve- 
ral Amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer,  in  case  of  danger,  be  at 
liberty  to  remove  the  publick  Treasury  to  some  part  of  the 
County  of  Hatwver,  near  the  centre  thereof. 

,  An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  intituled  An  Ordi- 
nance for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobacco  Payments 
during  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection  Law,  having  been 
fairly  transcribed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  blanks 
therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass.* 

An  Ordinance  to  enable  the  present  Magistrates  and  Offi- 
cers to  continue  the  administration  of  justice,  and  for  settling 
the  general  mode  of  proceedings  in  criminal  and  other  cases 
till  the  same  can  be  more  amply  provided  for,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  proceed, 
by  ballot,  to  the  appointment  of  a  Governour,  Privy  Council, 
and  Attorney-General,  for  this  country. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 

*.9n  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  entitled  An  Ordinance  for 
establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobacco  payments  during-  the  dia- 
continuance  of  the  Inspection  Law,  and  far  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

Whereas  the  mode  for  making  Tobacco  Payments,  established  by  an 
Ordinance  of  the  last  Convention,  has  been  found  inconvenient  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  and  renders  the  office  of  Collectors  expen- 
sive, and  their  duty  extremely  difficult : 

For  remedy  whereof,  He  it  ordained  by  the  Delegates  and  Represen- 
tatives of  the  people  of  this  Colony,  now  met  in  General  Cojiventio7i, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  several  County  Courts  and 
Vestries  within  this  Colony,  where  Collectors  are  not  already  employed, 
shall,  and  they  are  hereby,  empowered  and  required  to  appoint  such  and 
so  many  places  within  their  respective  Counties  and  Parishes  as  to  them 
shall  appear  convenient  and  necessary  for  the  reception  of  all  levies  pay- 
able in  tobacco,  at  one  of  which  places  all  payments  of  the  same  shall 
be  made  by  the  respective  debtors,  on  or  before  the  last  day  o(  August; 
and  the  several  (Jollectors,  or  some  persons  for  them,  shall  constantly 
attend  at  the  places  so  appointed,  from  the  time  of  appointment  until  the 
said  last  day  of  August. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  several  persons  chargeable 
with  levies,  who  shall  fail  to  make  payments  in  tobacco  at  the  places  ap- 
pointed for  the  reception  of  the  same  within  the  time  above  limited, 
shall,  in  lieu  thereof,  pay  the  said  levies  in  money,  at  such  price  as  shall 
be  limited  or  appointed  by  the  respective  County  Courts  and  Vestries  of 
this  Colony. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  so  much  of  the  said  recited  Ordi- 
nance as  is  contrary  to  this  Ordinance,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed. 


itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  for 
a  call  of  the  Convention,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

An  Ordinance  for  making  further  provision  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  this  Colony,  having  been  fairly  transcri- 
bed, was  read  a  tliird  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass.f 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 

^An  Ordinance  for  making  further  provision  for  the  Defence  and 
Protection  of  this  Colony. 

Whereas  it  hath  become  expedient  and  necessary  that  further  provi- 
sion should  be  made  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  such  Regular 
forces.  Minute-men,  and  Militia,  as  now  are,  or  at  any  time  hereafter  may 
be,  occasionally  employed  in  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  and  other  parts 
of  this  Colony,  and  of  such  troops  as  now  do,  or  may  henceforward  re- 
main, upon  the  Colonial  establishment  and  pay,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  building  vessels,  furnishing  them  with  seamen 
and  marines,  supplying  all  necessaries  for  the  Navy,  and  satisfying  pub- 
lick  claims,  and  the  contingent  charges  of  Government ;  and  whereas, 
from  the  many  unavoidable  disbursements  hitherto  made  out  of  the 
Treasury,  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  is  inadequate  to  the 
several  purposes  aforesaid ; 

Be  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  Delegates  and  Representatives  of 
the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  within  the  Colony  and  Dominion 
o/"  Virginia, 7iow  met  in  General  Convention,  audit  is  hereby  ordained 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  an  additional  tax  or  duty  of  Is.  3d. 
shall  be  paid  for  every  tithable  person  in  this  Colony,  to  the  Sheriff  or 
Collector  of  the  County  where  such  person  shall  be  inlistcd,  by  the  per- 
son inlisting  the  same,  on  or  before  the  lOlh  day  oi  June,  1777;  and  the 
further  tax  or  duty  of  Is.  3</.  shall  be  paid  in  like  manner  for  every  such 
tithable  person,  during  the  six  following  years,  on  or  before  the  said  10th 
day  of  June,  in  each  respective  year. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  an  additional  duty  or  tax  of  Is.  for 
every  hundred  acres  of  land  in  this  Colony,  and  after  that  rate  for  a  greater 
or  lesser  quantity,  whether  of  patented  land,  or  land  in  the  County  of 
Fincastle  and  District  of  West-Augusta,  for  which  no  patents  have  been 
obtained,  the  rights  of  the  holders  whereof  to  vote  at  elections  of  Dele- 
gates and  Committee-men  have  been  stated  and  allowed  by  an  Ordinance 
of  Convention,  shall  be  paid  on  ot  before  the  10th  day  of  June,  1777,  to 
the  Sheriff  or  Collector  of  the  County  or  District  where  such  lands  may 
lie,  by  the  proprietor,  or  parents  or  guardians  of  infants,  if  resident  in  the 
County  or  District  where  such  lands  may  he  situated,  or  by  their  respec- 
tive tenants,  stewards,  or  overseers,  in  case  such  proprietor,  parent  or 
guardian,  shall  live  in  another  County,  to  be  repaid  them  by  the  propri- 
etor, parent  or  guardian  ;  and  the  further  tax  or  duty  of  Is.  shall  be  paid 
in  like  manner  for  every  such  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  after  that  rate 
for  a  greater  or  lesser  quantity,  during  the  six  following  years,  on  or 
before  the  said  10th  day  of  June,  in  each  respective  year.  Provided,  al- 
ways. That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  so  as  to  alter 
any  contract  heretofore  made  between  landlords  and  their  tenants,  where- 
by the  payment  of  taxes  shall  have  been  stipulated  to  be  made  by  either 
of  them. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said 
taxes  shall  be  collected,  according  to  the  lists  of  tithables  by  act  of  As- 
sembly required  to  be  given  in,  and  the  quantities  of  land  returned 
pursuant  to  an  Ordinance  entitled  "  An  Ordinance  for  appointing  Com- 
missioners to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Militia  lately  drawn  out  into 
actual  service,  and  for  making  provision  to  pay  the  same,  as  well  as  the 
expense  of  raising  and  providing  for  the  forces  and  Minute-men  directed 
to  be  imbodied  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony  ;"  and  the  several  Sheriffs 
or  Collectors  shall  give  bond  and  security,  have  the  power  of  collecting, 
levying,  and  distraining  for  the  said  taxes  or  duties,  and  account  for  and 
pay  the  same  at  such  lime  and  in  such  manner  as  by  the  said  Ordinance 
is  directed ;  and,  together  with  their  securities,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same 
penalties  and  judgments  as  by  the  said  Ordinance  are  prescribed  in  case 
of  failure  in  their  duty. 

But  forasmuch  as  the  taxes  or  duties  imposed  by  this  Ordinance,  being 
necessarily  and  unavoidably  made  payable  at  so  distant  a  day,  cannot 
answer  the  immediate  exigencies  of  this  Colony,  for  which  they  were  im- 
posed, Se  it  therefore  ordained,  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  Robert  C.  JVicholas,  Esq.,  or  the  Treasurer  for  the 
time  being,  appointed  by  or  pursuant  to  an  Ordinance  of  Convention,  to 
issue  and  emit  Treasury  notes  to  satisfy  the  demands  which  shall  be 
made  upon  him  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  so  as  the  whole  sum  of  such 
notes,  so  to  be  issued,  shall  not  exceed  £100,000,  which  several  notes 
shall  be  prepared,  printed,  and  engraved,  in  such  form,  after  such  method, 
or  on  such  paper,  as  the  said  Treasurer  shall  judge  most  safe  against 
counterfeits  and  forgeries ;  one  thousand  of  which  notes  shall  be  of  the 
value  or  denomination  of  £4,  one  thousand  of  £3,  one  thousand  of  £2, 
and  one  thousand  of  20s.;  all  of  which  shall  be  numbered  by  John  I'ink- 
ney,  Gentleman,  and  signed  by  Richard  Alorris  and  George  Seaton, 
Gentlemen  ;  also  ten  thousand  of  the  denomination  of  1 2s.  Gd.,  ten  thou- 
sand of  10s.,  ten  thousand  of  7s.  Gd.,  and  ten  thousand  of  5s.;  all  of 
which  shall  be  numbered  by  John  Pinhney,  (Jentleman,  and  signed  by 
Jlichard  J\Iorris  and  George  Sea/oH,  Gentlemen  ;  also  thirteen  thousand 
three  hundred  and  thirty-three  of  the  denomination  of  2s.  Gd.,  to  be  num- 
bered by  Adam  Craig,  Gentleman,  and  signed  by  John  II.  JVorton, 
Gentleman  ;  and  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  of  the 
denomination  of  Is.  3d.,  to  be  numbered  by  .Idam  Craig,  Gentleman, 
and  signed  by  John  Dixon,  Gentleman;  and  the  residue  of  the  said 
£100,000  shall  consist  of  bills  or  notes  of  the  denomination  of  dollars, 
and  parts  of  dollars,  each  dollar  to  be  of  the  value  of  a  Spanish  milled 
dollar,  and  the  parts  of  dollars  of  the  same  proportionate  value,  to  be 
numbered  by  Joh7i  I'inkney,  IMtlebury  JMason,  or  Jacob  Bruce,  Gen- 
tlemen, and  shall  be  signed  as  follows,  to  wit :  All  of  the  value  of  two 
dollars  and  upwards,  by  Richard  Morris  and  George  Seaton,  and  the 
residue  by  John  Carter  Littlepage,  Gentleman.  And  William  Pierce 
and  John  Carter  Littlepage,  Gentlemen,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  ap- 
pointed to  overlook  the  press  during  the  time  of  printing  the  notes  to  be 
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Saturday,  June  29,  1776. 

All  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  Board  of  Commissioners 
to  superintend  and  direct  the  Naval  affairs  of  this  Colony, 

issued  pursuant  to  this  Ordinance,  one  of  whom  shall  constantly  attend 
the  same,  and  use  the  utmost  care,  attention,  and  diligence,  that  the 
number  and  amount  of  the  said  notes,  according  to  their  respective  de- 
nominations aforesaid,  be  not  exceeded,  nor  any  fraudulent  practice  used 
by  the  printer,  his  agents,  servants,  or  any  other  person  ;  and  the  signers 
of  the  said  notes  shall,  each  of  them,  receive  of  the  said  Treasurer  the 
sum  of  7s.  G(l.  for  every  thousand  notes  by  them  signed,  the  numbercrs 
thereof  the  sum  of  5s.  for  every  thousand  notes  by  them  numbered,  and 
the  overlookers  of  the  press  the  sum  of  £15  each,  for  their  services. 

^nd  bv  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  ajoresaidf  That  if  all, 
or  any  of  them,  the  said  Jobn  Pinkiieu,  Richard  Morris,  George  Sea- 
ton,  John  Hatley  jYorton,  Adam  Craig,  John  Dixon,  IJttlebury  Mason, 
Jacob  Bruce,  It'illiam  Pierce,  and  John  Carter  IJttlepage,  shall  die 
before  tinishing  the  work  to  them  hereby  respectively  assigned,  or  refuse 
to  undertake  or  perform  the  same,  in  that  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  Treasurer  to  appoint  some  other  person  or  persons  to  sign  the  said 
notes,  number  them,  or  overlook  the  press,  in  the  room  of  him  or  them 
so  dying  before  the  tinishing  the  said  work,  or  refusing  to  undertake  or 
perform  the  same ;  which  signing,  numbering,  or  overlooking  of  the 
press,  shall  be  as  effectual,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  entitled  to  the 
same  reward,  as  if  such  notes  had  been  signed  or  numbered,  or  the  press 
overlooked,  by  the  persons  herein  named.  And  publick  notice  of  such 
alteration  shall  be  given  by  the  'J'reasurcr  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  for 
three  weeks  immediately  after  such  alteration  shall  take  place. 

Jlnd  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  the 
Treasury  notes  to  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  be  redeem- 
able on  the  1st  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
four,  and  shall  then  be  taken  in,  paid,  and  discharged,  by  the  Treasurer 
for  the  time  being,  appointed  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  burnt  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Ordinance  before  mentioned 
and  referred  to ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  shall  pay  away 
the  same,  and  receive  the  taxes  imposed  for  the  redemption  thereof,  for 
which  services,  and  the  paying  away  all  such  other  sums  of  money  as 
shall  from  time  to  time  be  issued,  receiving  the  taxes  imposed  for  the  re- 
demption thereof,  and  performing  the  whole  business  of  Treasurer,  he 
shall  be  allowed  and  receive  a  salary  of  j£700  per  annum. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  all  such  notes,  and  also  those  issued 
or  to  be  issued  pursuant  to  the  said  recited  Ordinance,  shall  be  received 
and  pass  as  a  lawful  tender  in  payment  of  any  debt,  duty  or  demand 
whatsoever,  so  long  as  the  same  shall  continue  in  circulation.  .\nd  if 
any  person  or  persons  within  this  Colony  shall,  during  the  time  the  said 
Treasury  notes  are  to  remain  current  as  aforesaid,  offer  to  sell,  or  expose 
to  sale,  any  goods  or  chattels,  lands  or  tenements,  whatsoever,  and  shall 
deny  or  refuse  to  sell  the  same,  or  demand  a  greater  price,  unless  he  be 
paid  for  the  same  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  and  not  in  the  said  notes,  or  if 
any  person  or  persons  shall  exchange  gold  or  silver  coin  for  the  said  bills, 
and  demand  or  take  any  allowance  for  the  difference  of  the  value  thereof, 
or  shall  offer  to  buy  or  sell  bills  of  exchange  at  a  greater  or  higher  differ- 
ence of  exchange  for  the  said  Treasury  bills  than  for  gold  or  silver  coin, 
or  shall  use  any  other  device,  means  or  method  whatsoever,  whereby  the 
credit  of  the  said  notes  may  be  impaired,  every  person  so  offending  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  after  the  rate  of  twenty-five  per  centum  upon  the  value 
of  the  goods  or  chattels,  lands  or  tenements,  so  offered  or  exposed  to  sale, 
or  of  the  money  so  exchanged,  or  of  the  bills  of  exchange  so  bought  or 
sold,  to  be  recovered  by  the  informer,  to  his  own  use,  before  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  where  the  penalty  does  not  amount  to  more  than  25s. ;  and 
where  it  shall  exceed  that  sum,  the  said  penalty  shall  be  one-half  to  the 
Executive  power,  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  and  to 
be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  appointed  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
other  half  to  the  informer,  and  shall  and  may  be  recovered,  with  costs,  by 
action  of  debt  or  information,  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  Colony. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  forge  or  counterfeit,  alter  or  erase,  any  such 
Treasury  note,  or  shall  tender  in  payment,  by  way  of  barter  or  otherwise, 
to  any  person  whatsoever,  or  shall  demand  a  redemption  of  any  such 
note  at  the  Treasury,  knowing  the  same  to  be  forged  or  counterfeited, 
altered  or  erased,  every  person  so  offending,  if  lawfully  convicted  thereof, 
shall  suffer  death  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  moneys  to  be  raised  by  the  du- 
ties or  taxes  imposed  by  this  Ordinance,  shall  stand,  be,  and  remain,  as  a 
security  for  the  redemption  of  the  said  Treasury  notes  so  to  be  issued. 
And  the  Treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  appointed  as  aforesaid,  is  hereby 
required  to  apply  all  such  money  as  -hall  come  to  his  hands,  by  virtue  of 
this  Ordinance,  for  and  towards  the  redemption  of  the  said  Treasury 
notes,  and  to  none  other  use,  intent,  or  purpose,  whatsoever ;  and  the  said 
Treasurer  shall  account  with  the  Convention,  or  General  ^issembly,  for 
the  same.  And  if  the  said  taxes  shall  prove  deficient  in  the  redemption 
of  the  said  Treasury  notes  so  to  be  issued,  the  whole  estates,  real  and 
personal,  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby, 
pledged  as  a  security  tor  making  good  such  deficiency,  by  some  future 
Ordinance  of  Convention,  or  act  of  the  Legislature. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  Uobert  C.  J\'icholas,  Esq.,  Trea- 
surer, or  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  shall  give  bond,  with  such 
security  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Executive  power,  in  the  sum  of 
£100,000,  payable  to  the  Supreme  magistrate,  or  the  members  who  form 
the  Executive  power,  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  publick,  conditioned  for 
his  faithful  accounting  for  and  paying  all  such  sums  of  money  as  shall 
be  received  by  him  from  time  to  time  by  virtue  of  this  Ordinance ;  and 
in  ease  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  disability,  of  the  said  Treasurer,  the 
Treasurer  to  be  appointed  in  his  stead  shall  give  the  like  security  before 
he  enters  on  the  execution  of  his  said  ofiice. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation, 
or  disability  of  the  said  Hubert  Carter  A'icholas,  Esq.,  to  act  in  his  said 
office,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Executive  power,  if  the  Convention  or 
Legislature  are  not  sitting,  to  appoint  another  fit  and  able  person  to  be 
Treasurer  in  his  room,  who  shall  be  autiiorized  to  act  in  all  things  per- 
taining to  the  said  office  till  the  meeting  of  the  next  Conveation  or  Le- 
gislature. 


having  been  fairly  transcribed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass.* 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Captain  John  Neavillc,  on  the  subject  of  Indian  Affairs ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Plan  of  Government  for  this  Colony  was  read  a  tl:ird 
time. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  said  Plan  of  Government 
do  pass.f 

•  An  Ordinance  for  establish!^  a  Board  of  Commissioners  to  superin- 
tend  and  direct  the  J^aval  Affairs  of  this  Colony. 

Whereas  the  Naval  preparations  of  this  Colony  will  be  carried  on 
with  greater  expedition  and  success  if  proper  persons  are  appointed, 
whose  business  it  shall  be  particularly  to  superintend  and  direct  the 
same:  Be  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  Delegates  o/Vuibikia,  no-w  met 
in  General  Convention,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  Thvmas  IVhiting,  John  Ilutchings,  Champion  Travis, 
Thomas  J^etvton,  Jun.,  and  George  Webb,  Esquires,  be,  and  are  hereby, 
appointed  and  declared  a  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  here- 
inafter mentioned ;  and  the  said  Board  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  assemble 
at  such  convenient  time  and  place  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  person 
first  named  of  the  said  Board,  and  being  so  assembled  and  having 
taken  an  oath  to  be  administered  to  the  member  first  named,  by  any 
two  other  members,  and  afterwards  by  him  to  the  rest  of  the  Board, 
well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  or  their  office,  shall 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a  person  to  preside  over  the  Board;  who 
shall  be  called  First  Commissioner  of  the  Navy.  And  the  Board 
shall  also  appoint  a  Clerk,  and  such  other  assistants  as  they  may  judge 
necessary,  who  for  their  services  shall  receive  such  salary  or  reward  as 
may  be  judged  reasonable  and  adequate  thereto  by  the  General  Conven- 
tion or  Legislature.  And  the  Board  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from 
time  to  time,  and  to  such  place  as  they  may  think  fit  or  convenient.  And 
if  any  exigency  should  require  an  intermediate  meeting  of  the  Board,  the 
First  Commissioner,  and  in  case  of  his  absence,  any  other  member  of  the 
Board,  may  convene  the  same,  and  proceed  to  business  in  the  same  inan- 
ner  as  if  such  meeting  had  been  holden  at  the  time  to  which  it  was 
adjourned.  Provided,  alioays.  That  a  majority  of  the  Board  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  enter  upon  and  execute  the  duties  to  them 
by  this  Ordinance  assigned ;  and  in  case  of  the  death,  sickness,  or  ab- 
sence of  the  First  Commissioner,  may  choose  any  other  of  their  members 
to  preside  pro  tempore. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforestiid.  That  the 
business  of  the  said  Board  shall  be  to  superintend  and  direct  the  building 
of  all  vessels,  whether  such  as  are  employed  for  the  immediate  annoyance 
of  the  enemy,  or  for  expediting  the  transportation  of  troops  over  rivers  ; 
to  manage  the  outfits  of  the  same,  furnish  them  with  necessary  ordnance, 
victualling,  provisions,  and  naval  stores ;  to  take  under  their  care  the 
publick  ropewalk  already  erected,  or  to  erect  other  ropewalks  and  dock- 
yards, as  occasion  may  require ;  to  contract  with  workmeo,  builders,  or 
other  persons,  for  these  purposes;  to  provide  as  large  quantities  of  timber 
for  ship-building  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit;  to  audit  and  pass  all  accounts 
of  the  expenditure  of  money,  howsoever  incurred  in  the  naval  depart- 
ment; to  recommend  proper  persons  to  the  Governour  and  Council,  or 
the  Executive  power,  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Navy  or  marines,  who  are  to 
be  approved  or  commissioned  by  him  or  them  ;  to  inform  themselves  of 
the  state  of  the  Navy,  as  often  as  possible,  by  requiring  proper  returns 
and  reports  from  the  officers  thereof;  to  draw  warrants  upon  the  Trea- 
sury for  the  sums  of  money  necessary  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  to 
keep  an  accurate  list  thereof;  to  cause  their  proceedings  to  be  fairly 
recorded;  to  hold  them  in  readiness  to  be  laid  before  the  Convention  or 
Legislature,  whenever  thereto  required ;  to  remove  or  suspend  all  officers 
in  the  naval  department,  upon  neglect  of  duty  or  misbehaviour ;  and 
generally  superintend  and  direct  all  matters  and  things  to  the  Navy 
relating.  Provided,  always.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  empower  the  Board  to  alter,  or  in  any  manner  affect,  any 
contract  heretofore  made  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  with  builders  or 
other  persons,  to  build  vessels  without  application  to  them  for  that  pur- 
pose made  by  the  Legislature,  (in  which  case  they  shall  determine  upon 
the  dimensions,  form,  size,  and  burden  of  the  same,)  to  draw  warrants 
upon  the  Treasury  at  pleasure,  without  having  them  countersigned  by 
the  Executive  power,  or  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Court  of  Admiralty. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Board  shall  forthwith  provide 
for,  and  superintend  the  building,  preparing,  and  outfitting  of  the  two 
row-galleys  directed  to  be  built  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  the 
Counties  of  .Yorthampton  and  Accomack,  and  of  the  boats  necessary  for 
the  commodious  transportation  of  troops  over  the  several  navigable  rivers. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  no  member  of  this  Board,  after  he 
shall  have  accepted  the  said  office,  and  undertaken  to  perform  the  duties 
thereof,  shall  hold  any  military  office  whatsoever,  or  be  capable  of  sitting 
or  voting  as  a  Member  of  the  Legislature ;  and  that  each  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, by  this  Ordinance  appointed,  shall  receive  twenty  shillings  for 
each  day's  attendance  at,  or  travelling  to  or  from  the  Board,  in  full  satis- 
faction for  his  services  and  expenses. 

\  The  CoKSTiTDTiow  or  Fobm  o/GovEmrjiKST  agreed  to  and  resolved 

upon  by  the  Delegates  and  Representatives  of  the  several  Counties 

and  Corporations  of  Vinoisri. 

Whereas  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
Elector  of  Hanover,  heretofore  entrusted  with  the  exercise  of  the  kingly 
office  in  this  Government,  hath  endeavoured  to  pervert  the  same  into  a 
detestable  and  insupportable  tyranny,  by  putting  his  negative  on  laws 
the  most  wholesome  and  necessary  for  the  publick  good : 

By  denying  his  Governours  permission  to  pass  laws  of  immediate  and 
pressing  importance,  unless  suspended  in  their  operation  for  his  assent, 
and  when  so  suspended,  neglecting  to  attend  to  them  for  many  years ; 

By  refusing  to  pass  certain  other  laws,  unless  the  persons  to  be  bene- 
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Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
10  lay  oft'  the  Colony  into  Districts,  for  the  choice  of  Sena- 
tors, and  for  ascertaining  their  wages  ;  and  that  Mr.  Richard 
Henry  Lee  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Besoked,  That  the  Salary  of  the  Governour  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be  £1,000  per  annum. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  by  ballot,  according  to  the 
Order  of  the  Day,  to  the  appointment  of  a  Governonr  for 
this  Commonwealth;  and  the  Members  having  prepared 
their  tickets,  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Curie,  Mr.  Dandridge,  and»Mr.  Madison,  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  upon 
whom  the  majority  falls ;  and  it  appearing,  from  their  re- 
port, that  the  numbers  stood  as  follows : 

For  Patrick  Henry,  Jun.,  Esq.,  -  -  60 
Thomas  Nelson,  Esq.,  -  -  -  -  45 
John  Page,  Esq.,      -----     1 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  tlie  said  Patrick  Henry,  Jan., 
Esq.,  be  Governour  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  continue  in 
that  oflice  until  the  end  of  the  succeeding  session  of  Assem- 

fited  by  them  would  relinquish  the  inestimable  right  of  representation  in 
the  Legislature : 

By  dissolving  legislative  assemblies  repeatedly  and  continually,  for  op- 
posing with  manly  firmness  his  invasions  of  the  rights  of  the  people : 

When  dissolved,  by  refusing  to  call  others  for  a  long  space  of  time, 
thereby  leaving  the  political  system  without  any  legislative  head  : 

By  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  population  of  our  country,  and  for 
that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws  for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners : 

By  keeping  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  standing  armies  and  ships- 
of-war : 

By  affecting  to  render  the  military  independent  of,  and  superior  to,  the 
civil  power : 

By  combining  with  others  to  subject  us  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  giving 
his  assent  to  their  pretended  acts  of  legislation : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us : 

For  cutting  ofl'our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world : 

For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent : 

For  depriving  us  of  the  benefits  of  trial  by  jury: 

For  transporting  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried  for  pretended  offences : 

For  suspending  our  own  Legislatures,  and  declaring  themselves  in- 
vested with  power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever : 

By  plundering  our  seas,  ravaging  our  coasts,  burning  our  towns,  and 
destroying  the  lives  of  our  people  : 

By  inciting  insurrections  of  our  fellow-subjects  with  the  allurements 
of  forfeiture  and  confiscation : 

By  prompting  our  negroes  to  rise  in  arms  against  us,  those  very  ne- 
groes whom,  by  an  inhuman  use  of  his  negative,  he  hath  refused  ua 
permission  to  exclude  by  law  : 

By  endeavouring  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers  the  mer- 
ciless Indian  savages,  whose  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undistinguished 
destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions  of  existence: 

By  transporting,  at  this  time,  a  large  army  of  foreign  mercenaries  to 
complete  the  works  of  death,  desolation,  and  tyranny,  already  begun  with 
circumstances  of  cruelty  and  perfidy  unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilized 
nation : 

By  answering  our  repeated  Petitions  for  redress  with  a  repetition  of 
injuries : 

And,  finally,  by  abandoning  the  helm  of  Government,  and  declaring 
us  out  of  his  allegiance  and  protection. 

By  which  several  acts  of  misrule,  the  Government  of  this  country,  as 
formerly  exercised  under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  is  totally  dis- 
solves. 

We,  therefore,  the  Delegates  and  Representatives  of  the  good  people 
of  Virginia,  having  maturely  considered  the  premises,  and  viewing  with 
great  concern  the  deplorable  condition  to  which  this  once  happy  country 
must  be  reduced,  unless  some  regular,  adequate  mode  of  civil  polity  is 
speedily  adopted,  and  in  compliance  with  a  recommendation  of  the  Ge- 
neral Congress,  do  ordain  and  declare  the  future  form  of  Government  of 
Virginia  to  be  as  folio weth : 

The  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judiciary  Departments,  shall  be  sepa- 
rate and  distinct,  so  that  neither  exercise  the  powers  properly  belonging 
to  the  other ;  nor  shall  any  person  exercise  the  powers  of  more  than  one 
of  them  at  the  same  time,  except  that  the  Justices  of  the  County  Courts 
shall  be  eligible  to  either  House  of  Assembly. 

The  Legislative  shall  be  formed  of  two  distinct  branches,  who,  together, 
shall  be  a  complete  Legislature.  They  shall  meet  once,  or  oflener,  every 
year,  and  shall  be  called  the  General  Assembly  of  Vibgimia. 

One  of  these  shall  be  called  the  House  or  Delegates,  and  consist  of 
two  Representatives  to  be  chosen  for  each  County,  and  for  the  District  of 
H'esl-^iugusta,  annually,  of  such  men  as  actually  reside  in  and  are  free- 
holders of  the  same,  or  duly  qualified  according  to  law,  and  also  one 
Delegate  or  Representative,  to  be  chosen  annually,  for  the  City  of  IVil- 
liamsburgh,  and  one  for  the  Borough  of  JVorfolk,  and  a  Representative 
for  each  of  such  other  Cities  and  Boroughs  as  may  hereafter  be  allowed 
particular  representation  by  the  Legislature;  but  when  any  City  or  Bo- 
rough shall  so  decrease  as  that  the  number  of  persons  having  right  of 
suffrage  therein  shall  have  been  for  the  space  of  seven  years  successively 
less  than  half  the  number  of  voters  in  some  one  County  in  Virginia, 
such  City  or  Borough  thenceforward  shall  cease  to  send  a  Delegate  or 
Representative  to  the  Assembly. 

The  other  shall  be  called  the  Sesate,  and  consist  of  twenty-four  Mem- 
bers, of  whom  thirteen  shall  constitute  a  House  to  proceed  on  business ; 
for  whose  election  the  different  Counties  shall  be  divided  into  twenty-four 
Districts,  and  each  County  of  the  respective  District,  at  the  time  of  the 
election  of  its  Delegates,  shall  vote  for  one  Senator,  who  is  actually  a  re- 
sident and  freeholder  within  the  District,  or  duly  qualified  according  to 


bly  after  the  last  of  March  next ;  and  that  Mr.  Mason,  Mr. 
Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Digges,  Mr.  Blair,  and  Mr.  Dandridge, 
be  a  Committee  to  wail  upon  him,  and  notify  such  appoint- 
ment. 

Besoked,  That  the  sum  of  £1,600  per  annum  be  the 
salary  of  the  Privy  Council,  to  be  divided  among  the  Mem- 
bers in  proportion  to  their  attendance. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Privy  Council ;  and  the  Members  having 
prepared  tickets  for  the  persons  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the 
same  into  the  ballot  box,  Mr.  fVythe,  Mr.  Curie,  Mr.  Dan- 
dridge, and  Mr.  Madison,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  upon  whom  the  majority  falls ; 
and  it  appearing  from  their  report,  and  on  the  question  being 
put,  that  there  was  a  majority  in  favour  of  John  Page,  Dud- 
ley Digges,  John  Tayloe,  John  Blair,  Benjamin  Harrison 
of  Berkeley,  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  Thomas  Nebon,  and 
Charles  Carter,  of  Shirley,  Esquires  ; 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  John  Page,  Dudley 
Digges,  John  Tayloe,  John  Blair,  Benjamin  Harrison  of 

law,  and  is  upwards  of  twenty-five  years  of  age ;  and  the  Sheriffs  of  each 
County,  within  five  days  at  furthest  after  the  last  County  election  in  the 
District,  shall  meet  at  some  convenient  place,  and  from  the  poll  so  taken 
in  their  respective  Counties,  return  as  a  Senator  the  man  who  shall  have 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  in  the  whole  District.  To  keep  up  this  As- 
sembly by  rotation,  the  Districts  shall  be  equally  divided  into  four  classes, 
and  numbered  by  lot.  At  the  end  of  one  year  after  the  general  election, 
the  six  Members  elected  by  the  first  division  shall  be  displaced,  and  the 
vacancies  thereby  occasioned,  supplied  from  such  class  or  division,  by 
new  election,  in  the  manner  aforesaid.  This  rotation  shall  be  applied  to 
each  division,  according  to  its  number,  and  continued  in  due  order  an- 
nually. 

The  right  of  suffrage  in  the  election  of  Members  for  both  Houses,  shall 
remain  as  exercised  at  present ;  and  each  House  shall  choose  its  own 
Speaker,  appoint  its  own  officers,  settle  its  own  rules  of  proceeding,  and 
direct  writs  of  election  for  supplying  intermediate  vacancies. 

-MI  laws  shall  originate  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  to  be  approved  or 
rejected  by  the  Senate,  or  to  be  amended  with  the  consent  of  the  House 
of  Delegates,  except  money  bills,  which  in  no  instance  shall  be  altered 
by  the  Senate,  but  wholly  approved  or  rejected. 

A  Governour,  or  Chief  Magistrate,  shall  be  chosen  annually,  by  joint 
ballot  of  both  Houses,  to  be  taken  in  each  House  respectively,  deposited 
in  the  Conference-room,  the  boxes  examined  jointly  by  a  Committee  of 
each  House,  and  the  numbers  severally  reported  to  them,  that  the  ap- 
pointments may  be  entered,  (which  shall  be  the  mode  of  taking  the  joint 
ballot  of  both  Houses  in  all  cases,)  who  shall  not  continue  in  that  office 
longer  than  three  years  successively,  nor  be  eligible  until  the  expiration 
of  four  years  after  he  shall  have  been  out  of  that  office.  An  adequate, 
but  moderate  salary,  shall  be  settled  on  him  during  his  continuance  in 
office ;  and  he  shall,  with  the  advice  of  a  Council  of  State,  exercise  the 
Executive  powers  of  Government  according  to  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth ;  and  shall  not,  under  any  pretence,  exercise  any  power  or  prero- 
gative by  virtue  of  any  law,  statute,  or  custom,  of  England.  But  he 
shall,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council  of  State,  have  the  power  of  granting 
reprieves  or  pardons,  except  where  the  prosecution  shall  have  been  car- 
ried on  by  the  House  of  Delegates,  or  the  law  shall  otherwise  particularly 
direct ;  in  which  cases  no  reprieve  or  pardon  shall  be  granted  but  by 
resolve  of  the  House  of  Delegates. 

Either  House  of  the  General  Assembly  may  adjourn  themselves  re- 
spectively. The  Governour  shall  not  prorogue  or  adjourn  the  .Assembly 
during  their  sitting,  nor  dissolve  them  at  any  time ;  but  he  shall.  If 
necessary,  either  by  advice  of  the  Council  of  State,  or  on  application  of 
a  majority  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  call  them  before  the  time  to  which 
they  stand  prorogued  or  adjourned. 

A.  Privy  Council,  or  Council  of  State,  consisting  of  eight  Members, 
shall  be  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly,  either  from 
their  own  Members  or  the  people  at  large,  to  assist  in  the  administration 
of  Government.  They  shall  annually  choose  out  of  their  own  Members 
a  President,  who,  in  case  of  the  death,  inability,  or  necessary  absence  of 
the  Governour  from  the  Government,  shall  act  as  Lieutenant-Governour. 
Four  Members  shall  be  sufficient  to  act,  an<l  their  advice  and  proceedings 
shall  be  entered  of  record,  and  signed  by  the  Members  present,  (to  any 
part  whereof  any  Member  may  enter  his  dissent,)  to  be  laid  before  the 
General  .\ssembly,  when  called  for  by  them.  This  Council  may  appoint 
their  own  Clerk,  who  shall  have  a  salary  settled  by  law,  and  take  an  oath 
of  secrecy  in  such  matters  as  he  shall  be  directed  by  the  Boaid  to  con-, 
ceal.  A  sum  of  money  appropriated  to  that  purpose  shall  be  divided 
annually  among  the  Members,  in  proportion  to  their  attendance ;  and 
they  shall  be  incapable,  during  their  continuance  in  office,  of  sitting  in 
either  House  of  Assemoly.  Two  Members  shall  be  removed  by  joint 
ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly  at  the  end  of  every  three  years,  and 
be  ineligible  for  the  three  next  years.  These  vacancies,  as  well  as  those 
occasioned  by  death  or  incapacity,  shall  be  supplied  by  new  elections  in 
the  same  manner. 

The  Delegates  for  Virginia  to  the  Continental  Congress  shall  be  cho- 
sen annually,  or  superseded  in  the  mean  time  by  joint  ballot  of  both 
Houses  of  Assembly. 

The  present  Militia  officers  shall  be  continued,  and  vacancies  supplied 
by  appointment  of  the  Governour,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council, 
or  recommendations  from  the  respective  County  Courts;  but  the  Gover- 
nour and  Council  shall  have  a  power  of  suspending  any  officer,  and 
ordering  a  Court-Martial  on  complaint  of  misbehaviour  or  inability,  or  to 
supply  vacancies  of  officers  happening  when  in  actual  service.  The 
Governour  may  imbody  the  Militia,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil ;  and,  when  imbodied,  shall  alone  have  the  direction  of  the  Militia 
under  the  laws  of  the  country. 
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Berkeley,  Bartholomew  Dandridge,  Thomas  Nelson,  and 
Charles  Carter  of  Shirley,  Esquires,  be  the  Privy  Council 
of  this  Commonwealth,  until  the  end  of  the  succeeding  ses- 
sion of  Assembly  after  the  last  day  of  March  next. 

An  Ordinance  for  erecting  Salt  Works  in  this  Colony,  and 
for  encouraging  the  making  of  Salt,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance  be  fairly  transcribed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
prescribing  the  Oaths  of  Office  to  be  taken  by  the  Governour 
and  Privy  Council  of  the  Commonweath  of  Virginia ;  and 
that  Mr.  George  Mason,  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Trea- 
surer, and  Mr.  Wythe,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Holt,  and  Mr.  Jones,  be 
added  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
to  amend  an  Ordinance  intituled  An  Ordinance  for  prescri- 
bing a  mode  of  punishment  for  the  enemies  o(  America  in  this 
Colony ;  and  that  the  Committee  receive  a  clause  or  clauses 
to  appoint  other  Judges  in  the  room  of  the  Judges  therein 

The  two  Houses  of  Assembly  shall,  by  joint  ballot,  appoint  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals,  and  General  Court,  Judges  in  Chancery, 
Judges  of  Admiralty,  Secretary,  and  the  Attorney-General,  to  be  com- 
missioned by  the  Governour,  and  continue  in  office  during  good  beha- 
viour. In  case  of  death,  incapacity,  or  resignation,  the  Governour,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  shall  appoint  persons  to  succeed  in 
office,  to  be  approved  or  displaced  by  both  Houses.  These  officers  shall 
have  fixed  and  adequate  salaries;  and,  together  with  all  others  holding 
lucrative  offices,  and  all  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  of  every  denomination, 
be  incapable  of  being  elected  Members  of  either  House  of  Assembly,  or 
the  Privy  Council. 

The  Governour,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  shall  appoint 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Counties;  and  in  case  of  vacancies,  or 
a  necessity  of  increasing  the  number  hereafter,  such  appointments  to  be 
made  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  respective  County  Courts.  The 
present  acting  Secretary  in  Virginia,  and  Clerks  of  all  the  County 
Courts,  shall  continue  in  office.  In  case  of  vacancies,  either  by  death, 
incapacity,  or  resignation,  a  Secretary  shall  be  appointed  as  before  di- 
rected, and  the  Clerks  by  the  respective  Courts.  Tlie  present  and  future 
Clerks  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  to  be  judged  of  and 
determined  in  the  General  Court,  The  Sheriffs  and  Coroners  shall  be 
nominated  by  the  respective  ('ourts,  approved  by  the  Governour,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  commissioned  by  the  Governour. 
The  Justices  shall  appoint  Constables,  and  all  fees  of  the  aforesaid  offi- 
cers be  regulated  by  law. 

The  Governour,  when  he  is  out  of  office,  and  others  offending  against 
the  State,  either  by  mal-administration,  corruption,  or  other  means  by 
which  the  safety  of  the  State  may  be  endangered,  shall  be  impeachable 
by  the  House  of  Delegates.  Such  impeachment  to  be  prosecuted  by  the 
Attorney-General,  or  such  other  person  or  persons  as  the  House  may  ap- 
point, in  the  General  Court,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  If  found 
guilty,  he  or  they  shall  either  for  ever  be  disabled  to  hold  any  office  under 
Government,  or  removed  from  such  office  pro  tempore,  or  subjected  to 
such  pains  or  penalties  as  the  law  shall  direct. 

If  all  or  any  of  the  Judges  of  the  General  Court  shall,  on  good  grounds, 
(to  be  judged  of  by  the  House  of  Delegates,)  be  accused  of  any  of  the 
crimes  or  oifences  before-mentioned,  such  House  of  Delegates  may,  in 
like  manner,  impeach  the  Judge  or  Judges  so  accused,  to  be  prosecuted  in 
the  Court  of  Appeals ;  and  he  or  they,  if  found  guilty,  shall  be  punish- 
ed in  the  same  manner  as  is  prescribed  in  the  preceding  clause. 

Commissions  and  grants  shall  run,  7k  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth 
o/ViRGiNiA,  and  bear  test  by  the  Governour,  with  the  seal  of  the  Com- 
monwealth annexed.  Writs  shall  run  in  the  same  manner,  and  bear  test 
by  the  Clerks  of  the  several  Courts.  Indictments  shall  conclude,  Against 
the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  Common-wealth. 

A  Treasurer  shall  be  appointed  annually  by  joint  ballot  of  both 
Houses. 

All  escheats,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  heretofore  going  to  the  King, 
shall  go  to  the  Commonwealth,  save  only  such  as  the  Legislature  may 
abolish,  or  otherwise  provide  for. 

The  territories  contained  within  the  Charters  erecting  the  Colonies  of 
Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  JVorth  and  tiouth-  Carolina,  are  hereby  ceded, 
released,  and  for  ever  confirmed  to  the  people  of  those  Colonies  respec- 
tively, with  all  the  rights  of  property,  jurisdiction,  and  GoveFument, 
and  all  other  rights  whatsoever,  which  might  at  any  time  heretofore 
have  been  claimed  by  Virginia,  except  the  free  navigation  and  use  of 
the  Rivers  Potomack  and  Pokomoke,  with  the  property  of  the  Virginia 
shores  or  strands  bordering  on  either  of  the  said  rivers,  and  all  improve- 
ments which  have  been  or  shall  be  made  thereon.  The  western  and 
northern  extent  of  Virginia  shall,  in  all  other  respects,  stand  as  fixed  by 
the  Charter  of  King  James  the  First,  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  nine,  and  by  the  publick  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  Courts 
of  Great  Jlrilain  and  France  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-three ;  unless,  by  act  of  Legislature,  one  or  more  Territories 
shall  hereafter  be  laid  off,  and  Governments  established  westward  of  the 
Mleghany  .Mountains.  And  no  purchase  of  lands  shall  be  made  of  the 
Indian  natives  but  on  behalf  of  the  publick,  by  authority  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

In  order  to  introduce  this  Government,  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  met  in  Convention  shall  choose  a  Governour  and  Privy  Council, 
also  such  other  officers  directed  to  be  chosen  by  both  Houses  as  may  be 
judged  necessary  to  be  immediately  appointed.  The  Senate  to  be  first 
chosen  by  the  people,  to  continue  until  the  last  day  of  March  next,  and 
the  other  officers  until  the  end  of  the  succeeding  session  of  Assembly.  In 
case  of  vacancies,  the  Speaker  of  either  House  shall  issue  writs  for  new 
elections. 


named,  two  of  whom  are  promoted  to  other  offices,  and  the 
third  hath  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Farmer  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the 
service  of  this  Convention  for  tiie  remainder  of  the  session. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  salary  of  the  Attorney-General  of  this 
Commonwealth  be  £200  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  Edmund  Randolj)h,  Esq.,  be  appointed 
to  the  said  office  of  Attorney-General,  to  continue  therein 
until  the  end  of  the  succeeding  session  of  Assembly  after  the 
last  of  March  next. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  to  enable  the 
present  Magistrates  and  Officers  to  continue  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  and  for  settling  the  general  mode  of  proceed- 
ings in  criminal  and  other  cases  till  the  saine  can  be  more 
amply  provided  for,  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  for  a 
call  of  the  Convention,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

Ordered,  That  Moses  Riggs  be  discharged  from  his  con- 
finement in  the  publick  Jail. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  July  1,  1776. 
Mr.  George  Mason,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  wait 
upon  the  Governour,  and  to  notify  his  appointment  to  him, 
informed  the  Convention  they  had  accordingly  waited  on 
him,  and  that  he  was  pleased  to  return  the  following  Answer 
to  the  Convention  : 

"  Gentlemen  :  The  vote  of  this  day  appointing  me  Go- 
vernour of  this  Commonwealth  has  been  notified  to  me  in 
the  most  polite  and  obliging  manner,  by  George  Mason, 
Henry  Lee,  Dudley  Digges,  John  Blair,  and  Bartholomew 
Dandridge,  Esquires. 

"A  sense  of  the  high  and  unmerited  honour  conferred  upon 
me  by  the  Convention  fills  my  heart  with  gratitude,  which  I 
trust  my  whole  life  will  manifest.  I  take  this  earliest  oppor- 
tunity to  express  my  thanks,  which  I  wish  to  convey  to  you, 
gentlemen,  in  the  strongest  terms  of  acknowledgment. 

"  When  I  reflect  that  the  tyranny  of  the  British  King 
and  Parliament  hath  kindled  a  formidable  war,  now  raging 
throughout  this  wide-extended  Continent,  and  in  the  opera- 
tions of  which  this  Commonwealth  must  bear  so  great  a  part, 
and  that,  from  the  events  of  this  war,  the  lasting  happiness 
or  misery  of  a  great  proportion  of  the  human  species  will 
finally  result ;  that,  in  order  to  preserve  this  Commonwealth 
from  anarchy,  and  its  attendant  ruin,  and  to  give  vigour  to 
our  councils,,  and  effect  to  all  our  measures.  Government 
hath  been  necessarily  assumed  and  new-modelled  ;  that  it 
is  exposed  to  numberless  hazards  and  perils  in  its  infantile 
state ;  that  it  can  never  attain  to  maturity  or  ripen  into  firm- 
ness unless  it  is  guarded  by  affectionate  assiduity,  and  man- 
aged by  great  abilities ;  I  lament  my  want  of  talents,  I  feel 
my  mind  filled  with  anxiety  and  uneasiness  to  find  mysell 
so  unequal  to  the  duties  of  that  important  station  to  which  I 
am  called  by  the  favour  of  my  fellow-citizens,  at  this  truly 
critical  conjuncture.  The  errors  of  my  conduct  shall  be 
atoned  for,  so  far  as  I  am  able,  by  unwearied  endeavours  to 
secure  the  freedom  and  happiness  of  our  common  country. 

"I  shall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  whenever 
you,  gentlemen,  shall  be  pleased  to  direct;  relying  upon  the 
known  wisdom  and  virtue  of  your  honourable  House  to  sup- 
ply my  defects,  and  to  give  permanency  and  success  to  that 
system  of  Government  which  you  have  formed,  and  which 
is  so  wisely  calculated  to  secure  equal  liberty  and  advance 
human  happiness.  P.  Henky,.  Junior."* 

*To  His  Excellency  Patrick  Heskt,  Jan.,  Esq.,  Governour  of  the 

Commomvealth  of  Viboibia. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  First  and  Second  Viboihia  Begimenis  : 

Mat  it  please  tocb  ExcEtLENcr :  Permit  us,  with  the  sinccrest 
sentiments  of  respect  and  joy,  to  congratulate  your  Excellency  upon 
your  unsolicited  promotion  to  the  highest  honours  a  grateful  people  can 
bestow. 

Uninfluenced  by  private  ambition,  regardless  of  sordid  interest,  you 
have  uniformly  pursued  the  general  good  of  your  country,  and  have 
taught  the  world  that  an  ingenuous  love  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  an 
inflexible  resolution,  and  a  steady  perseverance  in  the  practice  of  every 
private  and  publick  virtue,  lead  directly  to  preferment,  and  give  the  best 
title  to  the  honours  of  an  uncorruptod  and  vigorous  State. 

Once  happy  under  your  military  command,  we  hope  for  more  exten- 
sive blessings  from  your  civil  administration. 

Interested,  as  your  Excellency  is,  in  some  measure,  with  the  support  of 
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Mr.  Treasurer,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented, 
according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  for  amending  an  Ordi- 
nance for  raising  and  imbodying  a  sufficient  force  for  the 
defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned  ;  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

An  Ordinance  for  erecting  Sah  Works  in  this  Colony, 
and  for  encouraging  the  maiving  of  Salt,  having  been  fairly 
transcribed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein 
filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass.* 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  from  the  Committee  appointed, 
presented,  according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  to  lay  off  the 
Colony  into  Districts  for  choice  of  Senators,  and  lor  ascer- 
taining their  wages ;  which  was  read  the  fii-st  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Simon  and  John  Campbell,  or 
either  of  them,  be  allowed  to  receive  from  the  Treasury  the 
sum  of  £286  13*.  9rf.,  being  the  sum  allowed  John  Co- 
nolly  for  his  pay  as  an  officer,  and  other  services,  on  giving 

a  young  Empire,  our  hearts  are  willing,  and  arms  ready,  to  maintain 
vour  authority  as  Chief  Magistrate ;  happy  that  we  have  lived  to  see  the 
(lay  when  freedom  and  equal  right,  estabUshed  by  the  voice  of  the 
People,  shall  prevail  through  the  land. 

We  are,  may  it  please  your  Excellency,  your  Excellency's  most  devo- 
ted and  most  obedient  servants. 

To  which  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  return  the  following  Answer : 
Gentlemen  of  the  First  and  SecondVinoiyiA  liegiments : 

Your  Address  does  me  the  highest  honour.  Be  pleased  to  accept  my 
most  cordial  thanks  for  your  favourable  and  kind  sentiments  of  my  prin- 
ciples and  conduct. 

The  high  appointment  to  which  my  fellow-citizens  have  called  me, 
was  indeed  unsolicited,  unmerited.  I  am,  therefore,  under  increased 
obligation  to  promote  the  safety,  dignity,  and  happiness  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

While  the  civil  powers  employed  in  establishing  a  system  of  Govern- 
ment, liberal,  equitable,  in  every  part  of  which  the  genius  of  equal 
liberty  breathes  her  blessed  influence,  to  you  is  assigned  the  glorious  task 
of  saving,  by  your  valour,  all  that  is  dear  to  mankind.  Go  on,  gentle- 
men, to  finish  the  great  work  you  have  so  nobly  and  successfully  begun. 
Convince  the  tyrants  again  that  they  shall  bleed,  that  .America  will  bleed 
to  her  last  drop,  ere  their  wicked  schemes  find  success. 

The  remembrance  of  my  former  connection  with  you  shall  be  ever  dear 
to  me.  I  honour  your  profession.  I  revere  that  patriot  virtue  which,  in 
your  conduct,  hath  produced  cheerful  obedience,  exemplary  courage,  and 
contempt  of  hardship  and  danger.  Be  assured,  gentlemen,  I  shall  feel 
the  highest  pleasure  in  embracing  every  opportunity  to  contribute  to  your 
happiness  and  welfare;  and  I  trust  the  day  will  come  when  I  shall  make 
one  of  those  that  hail  you  among  the  triumphant  deliverers  of  America. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant,  P.  Henrt,  Jun. 

*An  Ordinance  for  erecting  Salt  Workt  in  this  Colony,  and  for  encour- 
aging the  making  of  Salt, 

Whereas,  from  the  commodious  situations  of  many  parts  of  our  rivers 
and  bays  next  to  the  sea-coast,  and  from  experiments  made  in  this  coun- 
try, it  is  judged  that  large  quantities  of  Salt  may  be  made,  as  well  for  our 
own  consumption  as  for  exportation,  by  which  the  inconveniences  from 
the  want  of  that  article  would  be  speedily  removed,  and  great  advantages 
might  be  derived  both  to  the  trade  and  revenue  of  this  country ;  and 
whereas  it  is  thought  that  the  most  certain  and  expeditious  method  of 
making  Salt  will  be  by  erecting  proper  works  in  the  most  convenient  and 
secure  places  for  the  reception  of  the  salt  water,  from  which,  by  the 
operation  of  the  sun,  or  otherwise,  great  quantities  may  be  procured : 

£e  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  Delegates  and  Representatives  of 
the  people  assembled  in  General  Convention,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained 
by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  there  be  erected,  with  all  possible 
despatch,  in  the  several  Districts  hereinafter  mentioned,  two  complete 
Salt  Works,  according  to  the  best  and  most  approved  plan,  that  is  to  say: 
in  the  District  between  Potomack  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  two ;  be- 
tween Rappahannock  and  York,  two;  between  York  and  James  Rivers, 
two ;  on  the  south  side  of  James  River,  two ;  and  also  two  other  works 
on  the  Eastern-Shore  of  this  country;  and  there  shall  be  appointed  to 
the  works  in  each  District  one  Director  or  Manager,  who  shall  immedi- 
ately proceed  to  erect  the  same  (and  for  that  purpose  may  take  the  ad  vice 
and  assistance  of  any  artist  in  that  way)  at  the  publick  expense.  And 
the  said  Manager  or  Managers  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  from 
time  to  time,  to  hire  such  hands,  and  so  many  of  them,  as  he  or  they 
shall  judge  necessary  for  completing  the  said  works  in  the  most  effectual 
and  expeditious  manner;  and  if  the  said  hands  cannot  thus  be  soon  and 
conveniently  procured,  he  or  they  shall  have  full  power  to  impress  such 
and  so  many  labourers  into  the  service  as  shall  be  judged  proper,  who 
shall  be  allowed  such  hire  as  any  two  of  three  freeholders  in  the  said 
District  or  Districts,  being  first  sworn,  may  think  reasonable  :  Provided, 
That  such  Manager  shall  not  have  power  to  impress  more  than  one-third 
of  the  male  labouring  lithable  slaves  belonging  to  any  person  upon  one 
plantation ;  and  that,  when  the  said  works  are  completed,  no  Manager 
or  Managers  shall  be  allowed  longer  to  impress  any  hands  into  the  said 
service,  but  they  shall  be  hired  in  the  usual  way. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
Manager  or  Managers  hereinafter  appointed,  or  for  the  time  being,  shall 
provide,  from  time  to  time,  all  things  necessary  for  the  said  works,  and 
report  his  or  their  proceedings  therein  to  the  Governour  of  this  country, 
together  with  an  account  of  the  expense  attending  the  same,  when 


security  to  refund  all,  or  any  part,  of  the  said  stun,  which 
may  appear  to  be  due  to  the  country  from  the  said  ConoUy. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  Petition  of  Thomas  Hughes. 
and  had  come  to  a  Resolution  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  the  said  Thomas  Hughes, 
praying  to  be  allowed  pay  for  his  servant,  who  for  some 
time  acted  as  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  this  country,  and 
behaved  in  a  spirited  manner  in  several  skirmishes  with  the 
enemy  at  Norfolk,  but  afterwards  deserted,  and  got  on  board 
the  Otter  sloop-of-war,  is  reasonable,  and  that  the  Petitioner 
ought  to  be  allowed  Is.  4c/.  per  day  for  the  time  his  said 
servant  continued  in  the  service,  being  one  hundred  and 
thirty-three  days,  which  amounts  to  £8  17s.  4d. 

On  the  question  being  put,  that  the  Convention  doth  agree 
with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  be  rejected. 

required ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  Manager,  or  the  negligence, 
misconduct,  or  refusal  to  render  such  account,  from  time  to  lime,  when 
required  of  any  of  them,  the  Governour  shall  have  full  power  and  autho- 
rity to  appoint  another  in  the  room  of  him  so  dying,  or  to  displace  such 
Manager  or  Managers  so  neglecting,  and  to  appoint  others  in  his  or  their 
stead.  And  the  'treasurer  of  this  country  shall,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
quired to  advance  to  each  of  the  said  Managers  the  sum  of  jBSOO,  to 
enable  him  the  better  to  prosecute  the  said  work. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Governour  of  this  country 
shall,  as  he  may  see  fit,  grant  his  warrant  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  required  to  complete  the  said 
works,  and  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  salt  making.  And  the  salt 
made  at  the  said  works  shall  be  sold  by  the  Manager  or  Managers,  first 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  at  the  price  of  five  shillings  per  bushel, 
and  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  paid  into  the  publick  Treasury,  to 
be  disposed  of  as  the  Convention  or  General  Assembly  shall  direct ;  and 
if  there  shall  be  made  a  greater  quantity  than  will  be  suflicient  for  the 
consumption  of  this  country,  the  overplus  shall  be  disposed  of  to  the  best 
advantage,  and  the  money  thence  arising  to  be  paid  into  the  publick 
Treasury,  for  the  use  of  this  country.  But  any  sale  so  to  be  made  to  the 
inhabitants,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  suspended  until  the  next  mee.ing  of 
the  Assembly,  when  report  shall  be  made  to  the  same,  on  the  first  day  of 
their  sitting,  by  the  said  Managers,  of  the  quantity  of  salt  made  at  each 
respective  Salt  Work,  that  a  due  proportion  thereof  may  be  allotted  to 
the  different  Counties ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  said  Managers  are 
authorized  and  required  to  cause  the  salt  respectively  made  at  the  said 
Salt  Works  to  be  removed  to  and  stored  in  places  of  safety.  And  the 
said  Managers  shall  keep  regular  and  distinct  accounts  of  all  disburse- 
ments upon  the  said  works,  and  of  all  profits  arising  therefrom ;  and  each 
Manager  shall  be  allowed  a  Clerk,  with  a  salary  of  £30  a  year,  and  the 
sum  of  20«.  per  day,  until  salt  is  made  at  the  works,  and  I0«.  a  day  and 
Is.  per  bushel  for  all  salt  he  shall  make  after  that  time,  until  the  next 
meeting  of  Assembly  or  Convention,  for  his  own  services  therein.  And 
they  shall,  moreover,  each  of  them,  give  bond,  with  security,  for  the  due 
application  of  the  money  so  advanced,  and  for  the  performance  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  them. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  Richard  Parker,  the  elder.  Gen- 
tleman, shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  Manager  of  the  works 
in  the  District  between  Potomack  and  Rappahannock;  Thomas  Hood, 
Gentleman,  in  the  District  between  Rappahatmock  and  York  River; 
Jiavid  Jameson,  Gentleman,  in  the  District  between  York  and  James 
Rivers ;  John  Seasbrooke  Wills,  Gentleman,  in  the  District  on  the  south 
side  of  James  River;  and  Southy  Simpson,  Gentleman,  on  the  Eastern- 
Shore  of  this  country. 

And  whereas  it  may  contribute  greatly  towards  procuring  a  speedy 
supply  of  so  necessary  an  article  to  allow  a  bounty  to  private  adventu- 
rers :  Re  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  'I'reasurer  a  bounty  upon  the  several 
quantities  of  salt  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  each  person  producing  a 
certificate  of  his  having  made  the  same  within  six  months  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Ordinance,  except  Mr.  James  Tait,  who  hath  already  received 
sufficient  encouragement,  that  is  to  say :  for  fifty  bushels,  the  sum  of 
50».;  for  one  hundred  bushels,  the  sum  of  £7  10s.;  for  two  hundred 
bushels,  the  sum  of  £20;  and  for  five  hundred  bushels,  the  sum  of  £62 
10s.  The  said  certificates  to  be  granted  by  ihe  Court  of  the  County 
wherein  such  salt  shall  be  made,  on  proof  thereof  appearing  to  them. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  several  lands  whereon  it  shall 
be  found  necessary  to  erect  publick  Salt  Works  shall,  previous  to  the 
erecting  the  same,  be  valued  by  three  disinterested  freeholders  on  oath, 
and  the  amount  of  such  valuation,  upon  a  certificate  from  the  Managers 
of  the  said  works,  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  to  the  owner  or  owners  of 
such  lands,  which  shall  from  thenceforth  be  vested  in  the  publick,  to 
revert  to  the  proprietor  when  such  works  shall  be  discontinued. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  all  appointments  and  powers  here- 
tofore given  to  Commissioners  for  erecting  Salt  Works,  by  virtue  of  any 
resolutions  of  Convention,  shall  henceforth  cease  :  Provided,  nevertlie- 
less,  'I'hat  the  said  Managers  shall,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and 
required  to  state  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  said  Commissioners,  and 
to  take  the  hands  by  them  employed  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  also 
all  such  materials  as  may  have  been  contracted  for  or  purchased  by  them 
on  the  publick  account. 

And  that  all  proper  encouragement  may  be  given  to  the  speedy  and 
effectual  supplying  the  country  with  salt:  Re  it  further  ordained,  That 
a  premium  of  £100  shall  be  paid  by  the  publick  to  that  Manager  who 
shall  make  the  first  two  thousand  bushels  of  good  salt. 
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Mr.  Holt,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
Andrew  Lush  was  referred,  reported,  that  the  Committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  tlieir  consideration  the 
said  Petition,  and  had  agreed  on  a  Report,  and  come  to  a 
Resolution  thereupon  ;  whicli  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was 
again  twice  read,  as  follows : 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  from  the  information  of 
Brigadier-General  Howe,  that  in  the  month  of  December  last 
a  boat's  crew  of  armed  men,  of  Lord  Dunmore's  party,  came 
in  the  night  up  a  creek  near  the  dwelling  of  the  Petitioner, 
and  fired  on  him  and  his  people,  on  which  he  ordered  the 
fire  to  be  returned,  and  killed  one  and  wounded  another  of 
the  enemy ;  and  that  the  Petitioner's  wife  and  son,  hearing 
the  firing,  went  to  the  door,  and  the  enemy  happening  to 
fire  at  that  time,  wounded  her  in  the  thigh,  and  broke  his 
arm,  both  of  whom  languished  long  under  their  wounds, 
during  which  time  the  Petitioner  was  obliged  to  employ  a 
Doctor,  and  was  at  great  expense  in  effecting  their  cure,  and 
being  deprived  of  the  profits  of  his  trade  of  a  Block-maker, 
became  greatly  distressed. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petition  is  reason- 
able, and  that  the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of 
£45,  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the  Doctor's  bill,  and  other 
expenses  incurred  in  effecting  the  cure  of  his  said  wife  and 
son. 

And  the  question  being  put,  that  the  Convention  doth 
agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  That  the  former  Resolution  of  this  Convention, 
for  appropriating  the  Palace,  and  as  many  of  the  out-build- 
ings as  might  be  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  a  publick 
Hospital,  be  now  rescinded ;  and  that  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  notify  to  the  Governour  his  appointment  do  also 
inform  him  the  Convention  desire  he  will  make  the  same 
his  place  of  residence. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  proceed, 
by  ballot,  to  the  appointment  of  a  IVIember  of  the  Privy 
Council  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Nelson,  Esquire,  who  hath 
declined  the  said  appointment,  on  account  of  his  age  and 
infirmities. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wythe  be  added  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordinance  to  amend 
an  Ordinance  intituled  An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a 
mode  of  punishment  for  the  enemies  of  America  in  this 
Colony. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  George 
Mason,  Mr.  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Wythe,  be  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  devise  a  proper  Seal  for  this  Commonwealth. 

An  Ordinance  for  amending  an  Ordinance  intituled  An  Or- 
dinance for  raising  and  imbodying  a  sufficient  force  for  the 
defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

Ordered,  That  Charles  Washington,  James  Tutt,  John 
Tenant,  and  Thomas  Lomax,  Gentlemen,  or  any  three  of 
them,  be  appointed  to  sell,  at  publick  auction,  on  six  months 
credit,  taking  bond  and  security,  the  Sloop  Olive,  together 
with  her  standing  rigging,  anchor,  and  cable,  the  Sloops 
Lark,  Speedwell,  and  Susannah,  together  with  their  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furnitures,  slave  and  slaves,  to  them  respec- 
tively belonging,  as  contained  in  the  inventory  thereof,  which 
were  seized  by  Captain  Taylor. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  a  call  of  the  Convention,  for 
the  Convention  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state 
of  the  Colony,  and  on  the  Ordinance  to  enable  the  present 
Magistrates  and  officers  to  continue  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  for  settling  the  general  mode  of  proceedings  in 
criminal  and  other  cases  till  the  same  can  be  more  amply 
provided  for,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  July  2,  1776. 

Mr.  Henry  Lee,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  present- 
ed, according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance 


intituled  An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  mode  of  punishment 
for  the  enemies  of  America  in  this  Colony;  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  to  enable 
the  present  Magistrates  and  officers  to  continue  the  admin- 
istration of  justice,  and  for  settling  the  general  mode  of  pro- 
ceedings in  criminal  and  other  cases ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary 
reported  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  gone 
through  the  same,  and  made  several  Amendments  thereto ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  together  with  the 
several  Amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  £450  per  annum  be  allowed 
to  Alexander  Purdie,  Printer,  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  General  Assembly,  as  a  full  consideration  for 
printing  the  Journals  of  the  Convention  and  Assembly,  and 
the  Laws  and  Ordinances  of  each  session,  and  sending  as 
many  copies  of  the  Laws  and  Ordinances  as  there  are  act- 
ing Justices  in  the  commission  in  each  respective  County, 
and  one  other,  which  is  to  be  half-bound  for  the  use  of  the 
Court,  and  ten  to  the  Clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Hustings  in 
the  City  of  W illiamshurgh  and  Borough  of  Norfolk,  and 
printing  Inspector's  Recei[)ts  and  Books,  Proclamations,  and 
publick  Advertisements. 

Resolved,  That  Peter  Pelham  be  allowed  £40  per  annum 
for  his  salary  as  Keeper  of  the  publick  Jail,  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  do  advance  to  the  said  Pe- 
ter Pelham  £100  per  annum,  in  four  equal  payments. 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  pro- 
ceeded, by  ballot,  to  the  appointment  of  a  Member  of  the 
Privy  Council,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Nelson,  Esq.;  and 
the  Membei's  having  prepared  tickets  for  the  person  to  be 
appointed,  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot  box,  Mr.  Wythe, 
Mr.  Curie,  Mr.  Dandridge,  and  Mr.  Madison,  were  appoint- 
ed a  Committee  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  upon  whom 
the  majority  falls,  and  it  appearing,  from  their  report,  that 
the  numbers  stood  as  follows : 

For  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq.,  o(  Brandon,  41 
Meritvether  Smith,  Esq.,    -     -     -     -     37 
Paid  Carrington,  Esq.,      -     -     -     -       7 
Wilson  Miles  Cary,  Esq.,       -     -     -       3 
Archibald  Cary,  Esq.,  -----       1 
The  question  was  then  put,  whether  the  said  Benjamin 
Harrison,  Esq.,  or  the  said  Meriwether  Smith,  Esq.,  on 
whom  the  greatest  numbers  fell  on  the  ballot,  should  be 
appointed  a  Member  of  the  Privy  Council,  the  majority 
appeared  in  favour  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Harrison, 
Esq.,  be  appointed  a  Member  of  the  Privy  Council. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  for 
a  call  of  the  Convention,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  of  Publick  Claims, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  several  claims  for  executed  Slaves, 
and  other  matters,  and  had  drawn  up  and  stated  an  account 
thereof,  and  come  to  a  Resolution  thereupon  ;  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Henry  Lee,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  and  report  the  cause  and  means  of  depreciating  the  value 
of  the  Paper  Money  of  this  country,  and  at  what  rates  the 
goods  are  sold  at  the  publick  store,  and  also  what  money 
hath  been  advanced,  and  to  whom,  for  the  pay  of  the  sol- 
diers in  the  Regular  service,  and  whether  the  same  hath 
been  actually  paid  to  such  soldiers,  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  had  the  said  several  matters  under  their  conside- 
ration, and  agreed  upon  the  following  Report: 

It  appears  that  sundry  avaricious  tradei-s  at  Philadelphia, 
takino-  advantage  of  the  ignorance  of  others  as  to  the  value 
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of  the  currency  of  this  Colony,  have  made  a  difference  be- 
tween that  and  the  Continental  currency  of  twelve-and-a- 
half  per  centum,  which  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  was 
in  part  owing  to  our  currency's  not  being  emitted  in  dollars ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  to  them  that  any  means  have  been  used 
in  this  Colony  to  depreciate  the  value  of  our  paper  curren- 
cy, or  that  any  difference  hath  been  made  between  that  and 
the  Continental  currency.  On  the  contrary,  it  appears  to 
your  Committee,  from  the  information  oi Benjamin  Harrison, 
Jun.,  Esq.,  that  in  order  to  support  the  credit  of  our  currency 
at  Philadelphia,  he  had  accommodated  several  gentlemen 
with  bills  of  exchange  on  his  correspondent  there,  taking  only 
an  allowance  of  two  per  centum  for  the  trouble  of  negotiating 
the  said  bills.  And  your  Comniittee  are  of  opinion,  that  if 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies  were  fully  informed 
of  the  manner  of  redemption  of  our  paper  currency,  it  would 
be  a  means  of  preserving  the  credit  of  the  same. 

That  it  further  appeared  that  the  goods  in  the  publick 
store  have  been  sold  at  the  rates  and  in  the  manner  set  forth 
in  the  memorial  of  William,  Ayhtt,  Esq.,  and  that  the  store 
has  been  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  no  just  cause 
of  complaint. 

That  the  pay  of  the  Continental  troops  in  this  Colony  was 
delayed  for  some  time  by  means  of  not  sending  the  money 
for  that  purpose  from  the  General  Congress,  and  for  want  of 
proper  instructions  to  the  Paymaster  when  the  money  arri- 
ved ;  but  these  difficulties  being  now  removed,  it  appears  to 
them  that  the  Paymaster  hath  advanced  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  several  regiments  the  full  pay  of  the  troops  to 
the  28th  day  o{ May  last ;  but  the  same  not  being  regularly 
paid  to  the  men,  gave  rise  to  complaints,  which  in  several 
instances  were  just,  but  since  this  inquiry  was  begun  the 
respective  balances  due  to  the  several  soldiers  have  been 
actually  paid  oft",  except  in  a  kw  instances,  where  the  ne- 
cessary absence  of  the  parties  concerned  has  prevented  it ; 
and  particularly,  that  it  appeared  to  them,  in  the  course  of 
their  inquiry,  that  the  sum  of  £94  1 4s.  bd.  was  due  from 
Captain  Robert  Ballard,  of  the  First  Regiment,  to  sundry 
soldiers  under  his  command,  for  their  pay  to  the  said  28th 
day  of  May ;  that  a  balance  of  £32  13s.  i^d.  was  due  from 
Captain  Ballard  to  the  publick  store,  for  goods  which  he 
had  charged  his  men  with ;  and  that  Captain  Ballard  had 
obtained  sundry  receipts  from  several'  soldiere  in  his  compa- 
ny for  sums  of  money  which  he  never  actually  paid  them  ; 
but  since  this  discovery.  Captain  Ballard  has  also  paid  the 
several  soldiers  the  balances  due  to  them.  It  also  appeared 
that  Captain  Ballard  had  charged  William  Pearman,  a  sick 
soldier,  for  board  and  nursing,  £1  12s.  6d.,  which  they  think 
he  ought  not  to  have  done.  And  it  further  appeared  to  them 
that  Brigadier-General  Lends  has  taken  proper  steps  to  pre- 
vent complaints  of  this  nature  for  the  future. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  doth  agree  with  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  said  Report. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  July  3,  1776. 

An  Ordinance  to  lay  off  the  Colony  into  Districts  for  the 
choice  of  Senators,  and  for  ascertaining  their  wages,  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  immediately  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  said  Ordinance ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  gone 
through  the  same,  and  made  several  Amendments  thereto, 
which  he  was  ready  to  report  when  the  Convention  should 
be  pleased  to  receive  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  from  the  Committee  appointed, 
presented,  according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  prescribing  the 
Oaths  of  Office  to  be  taken  by  the  Governour  and  Privy 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia ;  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  lime. 

Resolved,  That  John  Hobday,  Gentleman,  be  appointed 
Manager  of  the  Salt  Works  to  be  erected  between  York  and 
James  Rivers,  in  the  room  of  David  Jameson,  Gentleman, 
who  hath  declined  the  said  appointment. 


An  Ordinance  to  enable  the  present  Magistrates  and  offi- 
cers to  continue  the  administration  of  justice,  and  for  settling 
the  general  mode  of  proceedings  in  criminal  and  other  cases 
till  the  same  can  be  more  amply  provided  for,  having  been 
fairly  transcribed,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass.  * 

Resolved,  That  a  Company  of  Minute-men  be  stationed 
at  each  of  the  publick  Salt  Works  in  this  Colony  where 
troops  are  not  already  stationed,  for  their  defence  against 
the  enemy;  and  that  each  soldier  employed  to  labour  on 
such  work,  be  allowed  the  sum  of  Is.  '3d.  per  day,  over 
and  above  soldier's  pay,  for  every  day  he  shall  be  so  em- 
ployed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Manager  of  the  Salt  Works  on  the 
Eastern-Shore  be  permitted,  with  the  consent  of  the  Com- 
manding Officer,  to  employ  such  of  the  Troops  stationed 
there  as  can  be  spared  from  other  duties,  on  the  terms  and 
for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Resolution. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  intituled  An  Ordi- 
nance for  prescribing  a  mode  of  punishment  for  the  enemies 
of  America  in  this  Colony,  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  Committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
vention. 

*  .4n  Ordinance  to  cnoWc  the  present  Magistrates  and  Officers  to  continue  the 
administration  of  Justice,  and  for  settling  the  general  niorfe  of  Proceedings 
in  Criminal  and  other  cases  till  the  same  can  be  more  amply  provided  for. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  found  indispensably  necessary  to  establish  Go- 
vernment in  this  Colony,  independent  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain, 
or  any  authority  derived  therefrom,  and  a  plan  of  such  Government  hath 
been  accordingly  formed  by  the  General  Convention,  but  it  vfill  require 
some  considerable  time  to  compile  a  body  of  laws  suited  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  and  it  is  necessary  to  provide  some  method  of 
preserving  peace  and  security  to  the  community  in  the  mean  time : 

Jie  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  liepresentatives  of  the  people  noio 
met  in  General  Convention,  That  the  several  persons  named  in  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace  in  each  County  respectively,  having  in  the  Court  of 
the  County  taken  the  following  oath,  which  shall  be  administered  to  the 
first  person  named  who  is  present  by  any  two  of  the  others,  and  then  by 
him  administered  to  all  the  others,  that  is  to  say  :  "  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly 
swear,  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  true  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  ; 
that  I  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  support,  maintain,  and  defend,  the 
Constitution  and  Government  thereof,  as  settled  by  the  General  Conven- 
tion; and  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of for  the 

County  of ,  and  do  equal  right  and  justice  to  all  men,  to  the 

best  of  my  judgment,  and  according  to  law ;"  shall  each,  and  every  of 
them,  have  full  power  to  execute  the  office  of  a  Justice  of  Peace,  as  well 
within  his  County  Court  as  without,  in  all  things  according  to  law. 

Jlnd  be  it  further  ordained,  That  where  it  shall  happen  that  there  is 
not  a  sufficient  number  of  Magistrates  for  holding  a  Court  in  any  County 
already  appointed,  the  Governour  may,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, appoint  such  and  so  many  Magistrates  in  such  County  as  may  be 
judged  proper  and  necessary. 

And  whereas  Courts  in  the  District  of  West-Augusta  have  been  hitherto 
held  by  writs  of  adjournment,  which  writs  cannot  now  be  obtained : 

Be  it  therefore  ordained.  That  the  Justices  residing  in  the  said  District, 
on  taking  the  same  oath  aforesaid,  shall  have  the  power  and  authority 
to  hold  a  Court  within  the  said  District,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  every 
month,  at  such  place  as  they  may  appoint,  and  shall  exercise  their  office, 
both  in  Court  and  without,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Justices  of  the 
several  Counties  are  by  this  Ordinar.ce  empowered  to  do. 

Provided  al-ways.  That  upon  complaint  made  to  the  Governour  and 
Privy  Council  against  any  Justice  of  Peace  now  in  commission,  of  mis- 
feasance in  office,  or  disaffection  to  the  Commonwealth,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  Governour,  with  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  on 
a  full  and  fair  hearing  of  both  parties,  to  remove  such  Justice  from  his 
office,  if  they  shall  be  of  ojiinion  that  the  said  coniplaint  is  just  and  well 
founded. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Common  Law  of  England,  all 
Statutes  or  Acts  of  Parliament  made  in  aid  of  the  Common  Law  prior  to 
the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  James  1.,  and  which  are  of  a  general 
nature,  not  local  to  that  kingdom,  together  with  the  several  acts  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  now  in  force,  so  far  as  the  same  may 
consist  with  the  several  Ordinances,  Declarations  and  Resolutions  of  the 
General  Convention,  shall  be  the  rule  of  decision,  and  shall  be  considered 
as  in  full  force,  until  the  same  shall  be  altered  by  the  Legislative  power 
of  this  Colony. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  ordained.  That  all  quit-rents  and 
arrears  thereof,  and  all  duties,  aids,  penalties,  fines,  and  forfeitures,  here- 
tofore made  payable  to  the  King,  his  heirs  and  successors,  shall  be  and 
inure  to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  all  bonds  for  secuiing  the 
same  shall  be  made  payable  to  the  person  or  persons  having  the  Executive 
power. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  all  bonds  to  be  entered  into  by 
Sheriffs,  or  other  publick  officers,  and  in  all  other  cases  where  the  same 
are  required  by  law,  shall  be  made  payable  to  the  Justices  of  the  Court 
taking  such  bond,  and,  in  the  names  of  them  or  their  successors,  may  be 
sued  and  prosecuted  at  the  costs  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  publick,  or  any 
private  person  or  persons  injured  by  the  breach  thereof,  as  often  as  there 
may  be  occasion,  until  the  whole  penalty  be  levied. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  all  the  present  Sheriffs  now  in 
office  under  a  commission  from  the  late  Governour,  upon  taking  the  oath 
before  prescribed  in  the  Court  of  their  County,  shall  continue  to  act,  and 
have  all  the  powers  and  authorities  of  Sheriff,  according  to  law,  until  the 
25th  day  of  October  next. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  immediately  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
Committee ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carij  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  con- 
sideration the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  gone  through  the 
same,  and  made  several  Amendments  thereto,  which  he  read 
in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  together  with  the  seve- 
ral Amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  a  call  of  the  Convention,  for 
the  Convention  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state 
of  the  Colony,  and  on  the  Ordinance  for  amending  an  Ordi- 
nance intituled  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  imbodying  a 
sufficient  force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  July  4,  1776. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Convention, 
reported,  according  to  order,  the  Amendments  to  the  Ordi- 
nance to  lay  off  the  Colony  into  Districts  for  choice  of  Se- 
nators, which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  together  with  the 
Amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  to  the  several  Mem- 
bers of  the  last  House  of  Burgesses  the  usual  allowance  for 
their  attendance  on  the  15th  of  October,  1775,  the  7th  of 
March,  and  the  6th  of  May  last,  and  for  travelling  to  and 
from  the  City  of  Williamsburgh. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  at  liberty  to  exchange  the 
Treasury  Notes  emitted  pursuant  to  the  Ordinances  of  Con- 
vention for  the  old  Treasury  Notes  with  such  pei-sons  as  may 
be  desirous  of  exchanging  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  to 
the  General  Congress  apply  to  that  Assembly  for  leave  to 
export  Provisions  from  hence  in  order  to  procure  Salt  for 
the  people  of  Virginia,  it  being  yet  uncertain  whether  a 
sufficiency  of  that  necessary  article  can  be  procured  from  the 
works  erected  for  making  it,  or  by  the  importation  allowed 
from  Bermuda,  and  that  the  Governour  be  desired  to  take 
the  most  prudent  caution,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, for  preventing  any  abuse  of  the  permission,  in  case  it  be 
granted,  either  by  an  excess  of  the  quantity  exported,  or  by 
its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for 
amending  an  Ordinance  intituled  An  Ordinance  for  raising 
and  imbodying  a  sufficient  force  for  the  defence  and  protec- 
tion of  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mention- 
ed ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Wythe  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration 
the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and 
made  several  Amendments  thereto,  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  together  with  the  seve- 
ral Amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

An  Ordinance  to  lay  ofi'  the  Colony  into  Districts  for 
choice  of  Senators,  and  for  ascertaining  their  wages,  having 
been  fairly  transcribed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  blanks 
therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass,  and  that  the 
title  thereof  be  An  Ordinance  to  arrange  the  Counties  in  Dis- 
tricts for  electing  Senators,  and  to  ascertain  their  Wages.  * 

*»in  Orilinance  to  arrange  the  Counties  in  Districts  for  electing-  Sena- 
tors, and  to  ascertain  their  JVages. 

For  the  regular  election  of  Senators  to  this  Convention,  at  the  time 
the  same  shall  he  aJjourned  to,  and  that  the  people  may  be  more  equally 
represented  in  that  branch  of  the  Legislature  : 

lie  it  ordained  by  the  Delegates  of  the  Counties  and  Corporations 
of  ViiiGixiA,  ?toiv  met  in  Conve7ition,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the 
authority  thereof.  That  the  Counties  of  Jlccomack  and  J\  orthampton 
shall  form  one  District;  the  Counties  of  I'rincess  Anne,  J^Torfolk,  and 


Resolved,  That  William  RusscU,  Arthur  Campbell,  and 
Thomas  Madison,  of  Fincnstle,  Edmund  Winston,  of  Bed- 
ford, John  Bowyer  and  John  May,  of  Botetotirt,  Samuel 
McDoivell,  of  Augusta,  John  Harvie,  of  Albemarle,  Abra- 
ham Hite,  of  Hampshire,  Charles  Simms,  of  West-Augusta, 
James  Wood,  of  Frederick,  Hugh  Innes,  of  Pittsylvania, 
Paul  Carrington,  of  Charlotte,  and  Bennett  Goode  and  Jo- 
scph  Speed,  of  Mecklenburgh,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  appointed  Commissioners  to  collect,  take,  and  com- 
mit to  writing,  the  evidence  on  behalf  of  this  Government 
against  the  several  persons  pretending  to  claim  Lands  within 
the  territory  and  limits  of  Virginia  under  deeds  and  pur- 
chases from  the  Indians;  and  the  said  Commissioners,  or 
any  two  or  more  of  them,  are  for  that  purpose  empowered 
to  summon  and  call  before  them  any  witness  or  witnesses, 
at  such  times  and  places  <is  they  shall  appoint,  giving  the 
claimers  under  such  Indian  deeds  and  purchases  respectively, 
his  or  their  agent  or  agents,  at  least  twenty  days'  notice  there- 
of, in  writing,  and  to  administer  an  oath  to  any  such  wit- 
ness or  witnesses,  and  also  attend  the  examination  of  such 
witnesses  as  shall  be  produced  in  support  of  such  claims,  to 
cross  examine  them,  and  see  that  their  evidence  is  fairly 
taken :  all  the  charge  whereof,  together  with  liberal  allow- 
ance to  the  said  Commissioners  for  their  trouble  therein,  shall 
be  defrayed  by  the  publick. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  intituled  An  Ordi- 
nance for  establishing  a  mode  of  punishment  for  the  enemies 
of  America  in  this  Colony,  having  been  fairly  transcribed, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass,  f 

JVansemond,  one  other  District;  the  Counties  of  Isle-of-fFight,  Surry, 
and  Prince  George,  one  other  District;  the  Counties  of  Din-uiiddie, 
Southampton,  and  Sussex,  one  other  District;  the  Counties  oi  Jiruns- 
■wick,  Lunenburgh,B.ni  Mecklenburgh,  one  other  District;  the  Counties 
of  Charlotte,  Halifax,  and  Prince  Ed-ward,  one  other  District ;  the  Coun- 
ties of  Chesterfield,  Amelia,  and  Cumberland,  one  other  District ;  the 
Counties  of  Buckingham,  Albemarle,  and  Amherst,  one  other  District ; 
the  Counties  of  Pittsylvania  and  Bedford,  one  other  District ;  the  Coun- 
ties of  Botetourt  and  Fincastle,  one  other  District;  the  Counties  of 
Elizabeth-City,  War-wick,  and  York,  one  other  District ;  the  Counties  of 
Charles-  City,  James-  City,  and  jVe-w-Kent,  one  other  District ;  the  Coun- 
ties oi  Henrico,  Goochland,  and  Louisa,  one  other  District ;  the  Counties 
o(  Hanover  and  Caroline,  one  other  District;  the  Counties  of  East-Au- 
gusta and  Dunmore,  one  other  District ;  the  Counties  of  Gloucester  and 
Middlesex,  one  other  District;  the  Counties  of  Essex,  King  William,  and 
King  and  Que^n,  one  other  District;  the  Counties  of  Lancaster,  Rich- 
mond, and  JVorthuniberland,  one  other  District ;  the  Counties  of  West- 
moreland, Stafford,  and  King  George,  one  other  District ;  the  Counties 
of  Spottsylvatiia,  Orange,  and  Culpepper,  one  other  District;  the  Coun- 
ties of  Priiice  William  and  Fairfax,  one  other  District ;  the  Counties 
of  Loudomi.  and  Fauquier,  one  other  District;  the  Counties  of  Freder- 
ick, Berkeley,  and  Hampshire,  one  other  District;  and  West-Augusta 
one  other  District :  for  every  one  of  which  Districts  one  Senator  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  Delegates,  who  shall  be  sum- 
moned for  that  purpose  by  the  Sherifls,  or  where  there  is  no  such  officers, 
by  the  Clerks  of  the  Committees  of  Observation  and  Inspection,  to 
meet  at  the  Court-Houses  of  their  respective  Counties,  or,  where  there 
are  no  Court-Houses,  at  some  other  convenient  places,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  September  for  the  First  District ;  on  the  second  Thursday 
in  August  for  the  Second  and  Fourth  Districts ;  on  the  first  Thursday 
in  August  for  the  Third,  Sixteenth,  and  Nineteenth  Districts ;  on  the 
&rst  Monday  in  August  for  the  Eighteenth  District ;  on  the  fifth  Thurs- 
day in  August  for  the  Sixth  District ;  on  the  first  Friday  in  August 
for  the  Seventh  District;  on  the  fitstMonday  in  September  for  the  Fifth, 
Eighth,  Thirteenth,  and  Twenty-First  Districts ;  on  the  fourth  Thursday 
in  August  for  the  Ninth  and  Eleventh  Districts ;  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  September  for  the  Tenth,  Fifteenth,  and  Twenty-Fourth  Districts  ;  on 
the  lirst  Wednesday  in  September  for  the  Twelfth  District;  on  the  third 
Th-iirsday  in  August  for  the  Twentieth  District ;  on  the  second  Monday 
in  August  for  the  Seventeenth  District ;  on  the  second  Monday  in  Se/i- 
/emAer  for  the  Twenty-Second  District;  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  Septem- 
ber for  the  Twenty-'l'hird  District ;  and  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  August 
for  the  Fourteenth  District.  And  the  Sheriffs  and  Clerks  of  each  Dis- 
trict, having  taken  the  polls  in  the  manner  heretofore  used  in  the  election 
of  Burgesses,  shall,  witliin  ten  days  afterwards,  meet  together,  and  return 
as  a  Senator  the  man  who  shall  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes,  certify- 
ing their  own  votes  in  case  each  candidate  shall  have  an  equal  number. 

And  for  supplying  vacancies  in  this  Convention,  by  death  and  disquali- 
fication of  any  Delegates  thereof.  Be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authori- 
ty aforesaid.  That  the  President  of  this  Convention  shall  issue  warrants 
to  the  Sherilfs  of  those  Counties,  the  Delegates  whereof  are  or  shall  be 
dead  or  disqualified,  for  the  election  of  other  Delegates  in  their  room. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  each  and 
every  Senator  shall  be  allowed  tlie  like  number  of  travelling  days,  and  the 
same  wages,  as  are  or  shall  by  law  be  established  for  Burgesses  or  Delegates 
coming  to,  attending  on,  and  returning  from,  the  General  Assembly, 

\An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  intituled  An  Ordinance  for  es- 
tablishing a  mode  of  punishment  for  the  enemies  of  America  in  this 
Colony. 

Whereas  an  Ordinance  intituled  An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  mode 
of  punishment  for  the  enemies  of  America  in  this  Colony  is  defective, 
and  inadequate  to  the  purposes  thereby  intended ;  For  amendment  there- 
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An  Ordinance  prescribing  the  Oaths  of  Office  to  be  taken 
by  the  Governour  and  Privy  Council  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Vinrinia  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  fairly 
transcribed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Convention  took  into  their  consideration  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  Privileges  and  Elections  on  the  case  of 
George  Blair,  made  on  the  4th  day  of  June;  which  was 
again  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Eeerard  and  John  Tazewell, 
Gentlemen,  be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  bum 
the  old  Treasury  Notes. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  a  call  of  the  Convention,  and 
to  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony, 
being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  July  5,  1776. 

An  Ordinance  prescribing  the  Oaths  of  Office  to  be  taken 
by  the  Governour  and  Privy  Council  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia,  having  been  fairly  transcribed,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass,  and  that  the 
title  thereof  be.  An  Ordinance  prescribing  the  Oaths  of  Office 
to  be  taken  by  the  Governour  and  Privy  Council,  and  other 
Officers  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned.* 

of,  Se  it  ordained  by  the  Delegates  and  Representatives  o/"  Virgisia, 
in  Convention  assembled,  and  it  is  ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That  if  any  free  person  or  persons  shall,  in  any  manner  or  by  any  device, 
ways,  or  means,  aid,  abet,  or  assist  the  enemy,  he,  she,  or  they,  so  offending, 
being  duly  convicted  before  the  Commissioners  appointed,  and  according 
to  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  said  Ordinance,  shall  forfeit  all  his,  her,  or 
their  estates,  real  and  personal,  to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  and, 
moreover,  be  imprisoned  during  such  time  as  the  said  Commissioners 
shall  direct,  not  extending  beyond  the  continuance  of  the  present  war 
with  Great  Britain. 

And  whereas  two  of  the  Judges  appointed  to  take  cognizance  of  mat- 
ters relating  to  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  have  been  appointed  to  other 
offices,  and  the  third  hath  resigned :  'J'o  supply  their  places,  thereby  be- 
come vacant,  Be  it  ordained,  That  James  Hubard,  Joseph  l^rentis,  and 
John  Tyler,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  constituted  Judges  to  hear 
and  determine  all  causes  maritime  arising  within  and  belonging  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty,  all  offences  committed  on  the  high  seas, 
and  all  captures  of  vessels  and  their  cargoes  from  the  enemies  oi  Jlmerica, 
and  from  the  inhabitants  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  Colonies, 
made  liable  to  seizure  and  confiscation  by  Ordinances  of  Convention  and 
the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  thereby  adopted  ;  fur  which 
purpose,  the  said  Judges,  or  any  two  of  them,  may  hold  a  court  at  such 
place  within  this  Colony  as  they  may  think  most  proper  for  the  execu- 
tion of  their  otBce,  and  may  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  and  to  any  other 
place  they  may  judge  necessary,  the  said  Judges  having  taken  before  the 
Governour  and  Privy  Council,  and  having  administered  to  the  Advocate, 
Clerk,  and  Marshal,  appointed  by  them,  the  respective  oaths  prescribed 
in  the  said  Ordinance.  And  the  said  Judges  and  their  officers  shall  be 
paid  for  their  services  such  allowance,  and  in  such  manner,  as  by  the 
said  Ordinance  is  directed. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  all  trials  in  the  said  Court  of  -Ad- 
miralty shall  be  by  juries  of  freeholders,  to  be  empannelled  by  the  Mar- 
shal, and  sworn  according  to  the  methods  of  proceeding  in  courts  of  com- 
mon law;  for  summoning  which  juries  the  said  Judges,  or  any  two  of 
them,  may  issue  their  precept  to  the  Marshal.  And  if  any  juror,  sum- 
moned by  virtue  of  such  precept,  shall  fail  to  attend,  he  shall  forfeit 
fifty  shillings,  to  be  levied  by  fieri  facias  issuing  out  of  the  said  Court, 
unless,  having  been  duly  cited,  be  shall  show  good  cause  to  the  contrary, 
within  ten  days. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental 
Congress  relative  to  the  capture  of  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  made  on  or 
before  the  third  day  of.ipril  last,  shall  be  in  force  in  this  Colony. 

Atid  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  all 
cases  of  captures,  before  any  suit  shall  be  commenced  for  the  condemna- 
tion thereof,  the  prosecutor  shall  give  caution  for  the  costs  of  the  claim- 
ant or  defendant  which  shall  be  awarded  in  case  judgment  shall  be  en- 
tered for  him. 

And  whereas  there  is  no  provision  made  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
wives  and  children  of  those  persons  who  may  be  adjudged  inimical ;  Be 
it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  out  of  the  lands 
and  other  estate  of  every  person  who  hath  been  or  shall  be  condemned, 
under  this  or  the  former  Ordinance  for  punishing  the  enemies  of  .Imerica, 
there  shall  be  allowed,  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Court 
condemning  such  person  as  aforesaid,  such  part  of  the  said  estate  as  they 
shall  judge  reasonable  to  the  wife  and  children  of  such  person  for  their 
maintenance  and  subsistence. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  this  Ordinance  shall  be  in  force 
until  the  first  day  of  December  next. 

*An  Ordinance  prescribing  the  Oaths  of  Office  to  be  taken  by  the  Go- 
vernour and  Privy  Council,  and  other  officers  of  the  Common-wealth 
of  ViBGIsiA,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  Delegates  or  Representatives  of  the  Counties 
and  Corporations  in  Vihgihia,  notir  met  in  Convention,  That  the  Go- 
vernour, Privy  Council,  Members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  Officers 
of  Government,  shall  take  the  oaths  hereinafter  prescribed,  before  they 


Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  £1,000  be  laid  out  in  Furni- 
ture for  the  Palace  in  this  City,  including  the  Furniture 
already  there  belonging  to  the  country,  at  a  reasonable  ap- 
praisement, and  that  Mr.  Digges,  Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Everard, 
and  Mr.  Randolph,  be  desired  to  procure  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Botetourt 
County  as  are  settled  on  the  Western  Waters,  and  under 

shall  enter  into  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices,  in  the  following 
manner : 

TlIK    OATH    OF    THE    OOVSRKOUR, 

"  I,  A.  B.,  elected  Governour  of  Virginia  by  the  Representatives 
thereof,  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear  that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my 
skill  and  judgment,  execute  the  said  office  diligently  and  faithfully,  ac- 
cording to  law,  without  favour,  affliction,  or  partiality;  that  I  will,  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power,  support,  maintain,  and  defend,  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  same ;  and  protect  the  people 
thereof  in  the  secure  enjoyment  of  all  their  rights,  franchises,  and  privi- 
leges ;  and  will  constantly  endeavour  that  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the 
Commonwealth  be  duly  observed,  and  tliat  law  and  justice,  in  mercy,  be 
executed  in  all  judgments;  and  lastly,  I  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear  that 
I  will  peaceably  and  quietly  resign  the  Government  to  which  I  have  been 
elected  at  the  several  periods  to  which  my  continuance  in  the  said  office 
is  or  shall  be  limited  by  law  and  the  Constitution.    So  help  me  God." 

THE    OATH    OF    A    PRIVY    COUN'CILLOR. 

"  I,  A.  B.,  elected  one  of  the  Privy  Council  of  Virginia  by  the  Repre- 
sentatives thereof,  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear  that  1  will,  to  the  best 
of  my  skill  and  judgment,  execute  the  said  office  diligently  and  faithfully, 
according  to  law,  without  favour,  affection,  or  partiality;  that  I  will  be 
faithful  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Virgima,  and  will  support  and  defend 
the  same,  according  to  the  Constitution  thereof,  to  the  utmost  ef  my 
power;  and  that  I  will  keep  secret  such  proceedings  and  orders  of  the 
Privy  Council  as  the  Board  shall  direct  to  be  concealed,  unless  when  the 
same  shall  be  called  for  by  either  House  of  Assembly.  So  help  me  God." 

Which  oaths  shall  be  administered,  that  to  the  Governour  by  any  four 
ot  the  Privy  Council,  and  the  other  by  the  Governour,  on  or  before  the 
6th  day  of  this  instant,  July,  for  which  purpose  he  is  required  to  sum- 
mon the  Privy  Council  to  attend  him  at  fVilliamsburgh  ;  and  until  that 
time  the  powers  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  according  to  the  ordinances 
of  Convention,  shall  continue,  and  no  longer. 

THE    OATH    OF    A    SENATOR    Asn    DELEGATE. 

"  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  be  faithful  and 
true  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia ;  that  I  will  well  and  truly  demean 
myself  as  a  Senator  [or  Delegate,  as  the  case  may  be]  of  the  General 
Assembly  to  which  I  have  been  elected,  in  all  things  appertaining  to 
the  duties  of  the  same,  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judgment, 
and  without  favour,  affection,  or  partiality.    So  help  me  God." 

Which  oath  shall  be  administered  by  any  Privy  Councillor. 

THE    OATH     OF     THE     SECBETABT,    ATTORNET-OESEBAL,    AND    CLERK    OF 
A    COUNTT    COURT. 

"  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  be  faithful  and 
true  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  that  I  will  well  and  truly 
demean  myself  in  the  office  of  Secretary  [Attorney-General,  or  Clerk  of 

the  County  Court  of ,  as  the  case  may  be]  to  which  I  have 

been  appointed,  in  all  things  appertaining  to  the  duties  thereof,  according 
to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judgment,  and  without  favour,  affection,  or 
partiality.     So  help  me  God." 

Which  oaths  shall  be  administered,  those  to  the  Secretary  and  Attor- 
ney-General by  any  four  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  the  other  by  the 
Court  of  which  the  officer  is  Clerk. 

And  every  .Mlorney-at-Law  shall,  before  he  be  permitted  to  practise 
in  any  Court,  take  the  following  oath  before  such  Court : 

"  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  be  faithful  and 
true  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  that  I  will  well  and  truly 
demean  myself  in  the  office  of  an  Attorney-at-Law.  So  help  me  God." 

And  every  other  person  heretofore  required  by  law  to  take  the  oaths 
of  Government  now  taking,  instead  thereof,  an  oath  before  some  Court 
of  Record,  that  he  will  be  faithful  and  true  to  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virgi7tia,  and  that  he  will  well  and  truly  demean  himself  in  his  office, 
in  all  things  appertaining  to  the  duties  thereof,  according  to  the  best  of 
his  skill  and  judgment,  and  without  favour,  affection,  or  partiality,  shall 
be  deemed  sufficiently  qualiffed  to  execute  his  office. 

And  all  members  of  Committees  of  Inspection  and  Observation  shall 
take  the  like  oath,  which  any  two  members  of  such  Committees,  respec- 
tively, are  hereby  empowered  to  administer. 

And  whereas  doubts  may  arise  concerning  the  powers  of  the  Gover- 
nour and  Privy  Council,  to  tne  great  injury  of  the  community  in  this 
time  of  war  and  publick  danger :  Be  it  ordained.  That,  superadded  to 
the  powers  given  to  the  Governour  and  Privy  Council  by  the  form  of 
Government  passed  this  Convention,  the  Governour,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Privy  Council,  shall  have  and  possess  all  the  powers  and  authority 
given  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  by  an  Ordinance  appointing  a  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  passed  at  Richmond,  July,  1775,  or  by  any  resolution 
of  Convention ;  and  also  to  direct  such  military  movements  and  operations 
as,  in  their  judgment,  shall  be  necessary  for  the  safety  and  security  of 
the  Commonwealth :  Provided  always,  and  be  it  ordained,  That  the 
powers  given  by  the  said  Ordinance  and  Resolutions,  hereby  transferred 
to  the  Governour  and  Council,  and  the  authority  herein  also  given  to  di- 
rect military  movements  and  operations,  shall  continue  no  longer  than 
until  the  10th  day  after  the  meeting  of  the  next  Convention  or  General 
Assembly. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  Thomas  Everard  ani  James  Cocke, 
Esquires,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  Commissioners  to 
examine,  state,  and  settle  all  publick  accounts  referred  to  them  for  that 
purpose,  by  the  Governour  and  Privy  Council ;  each  of  which  Commis- 
sioners shall  be  allowed  the  sum  often  shillings  per  day  for  his  services 
therein,  until  the  cud  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Convention  or  General 
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like  circumstances  with  the  inhabitants  of  Fincastle,  who 
liave  been  permitted  to  vote  in  the  election  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Assembly,  be  allowed  the  same  privileges. 

A  Petition  of  the  Captains  of  the  Fii-st  and  Second  Re- 
giments was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read  ;  setting 
forth,  that  they  are  apprehensive  an  attempt  is  now  making 
to  destroy  their  right  of  promotion  through  the  Virginia  line, 
that  those  of  no  higher  rank  in  the  new-raised  Regiments 
may  succeed  to  the  post  of  Field-Officers  before  them,  which 
they  conceive  would  be  highly  unjust,  because  the  commis- 
sions of  the  Petitioners  are  of  a  prior  date  to  any  in  the  Ar- 
my ;  because  they  have  undergone  the  hardships  of  a  severe 
campaign,  and  are  more  experienced,  in  general,  than  the 
other  Regiments,  and,  from  their  past  services,  better  entitled 
to  promotion  ;  because  the  mode  under  which  they  were  ap- 
pointed was  more  respectable  than  that  of  the  appointment 
of  the  officers  of  the  other  Regiments,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
more  difficult,  and  required  greater  credit,  to  procure  an  ap- 
pointment from  a  District  Committee  than  from  a  Commit- 
tee of  a  County ;  because  the  subalterns  in  the  two  first 
Regiments  were  not  allowed  to  stand  candidates  for  com- 
missions in  the  new-raised  Regiments,  while  many  who  were 
competitors  with  them  before  District  Committees  are  now 
placed  over  their  heads,  several  of  them  as  Captains;  and 
unless  the  Petitioners  are  allowed  to  succeed  through  the  line, 
these  worthy  subalterns  may  continue  in  their  present  sta- 
tions till  they  see  men  who  could  not  procure  even  an  En- 
signcy  in  competition  with  them  not  only  over  their  heads, 
but  over  the  Petitioners  also,  and  praying  the  Convention 
will  represent  their  case  to  the  General  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Delegates  in 
General  Congress  that  they  use  their  endeavours  that  the 
several  promotions  of  the  Officers  in  the  Continental  Army 
raised  in  Virginia  be  made  according  to  seniority,  without 
regard  to  Regiments  or  Companies. 

An  Ordinance  for  amending  an  Ordinance  intituled  An 
Ordinance  for  raising  and  imbodying  a  sufficient  force  for 
the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned,  having  been  fairly  transcribed,  was 
read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass.* 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Lewis  be  requested 
immediately  to  detach  an  Officer  with  six  armed  soldiers  to 
apprehend  Benjamin  Woodward,  who  appears,  from  inform- 
ation upon  oath,  to  be  engaged  in  counterfeiting  the  Paper 
CuiTency  of  the  Continent  and  of  this  countiy,  and  also 
Shem  Cooke,  William  Daniel,  James  Daniel,  and  Joseph 
Cooke,  who  are  suspected  to  be  his  accomplices. 

*An  Ordinance  for  amending  an  Ordinance  for  raising  and  imbodying 

a  su^citint  force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and 

for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Whereas,  by  an  Ordinance  intituled  "  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  im- 
bodying a  sufficient  force  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  thia  Colony,"  all 
Overseers  of  four  tithables  residing  on  a  plantation,  and  all  Millers,  are 
exempted  from  being  inlisted  into  the  Militia  of  their  respective  Counties, 
which  said  exemption  of  Overseers  and  of  Millers  residing  in  the  Coun- 
ties of  Accomack  and  JVorthamptoti,  on  the  Eastern-Shore,  hath  been 
found  inconvenient  and  unnecessary : 

Be  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  Delegates  and  Representatives  of 
the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  o/Viroinia,  «rt  General  Con- 
vention assembled,  arid  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the  authority  of  the 
same.  That  all  Overseers,  and  all  Quakers  and  Menonists,  in  Virginia, 
and  all  Millers  residing  in  the  Counties  of  Accomack  and  JVorthampton, 
shall  be  inlisted  into  the  Militia  by  the  Commanders-in-Chief  of  the  re- 
spective Counties,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations,  and 
liable  to  the  same  pains,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  as  the  rest  of  the  Mili- 
tia ;  and  the  said  Overseers,  Quakers  and  Afenouists,  shall  be  immediately 
allotted  to  the  several  divisions  of  Militia  in  their  respective  Counties,  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  a  former  Ordinance  respecting  the  division  of 
the  Militia  in  this  Colony,  except  in  the  Counties  of  Accomack  and 
JVorthampton ;  but  the  said  Quakers  and  Menonists  shall  not  be  obliged 
to  attend  gei.cral  or  private  musters. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  where  it  shall  be  necessary  to  call 
on  duty  the  Militia  of  any  Colony,  upon  an  invasion  or  insurrection  within 
the  same,  or  any  County  adjoining,  the  commanding  officer  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  order  into  service  such  part  of  the  Militia  of 
his  said  County  as  to  him  shall  seem  necessary,  and  shall  also  call  in  the 
divisions,  or  any  part  thereof,  according  to  allotment ;  and  the  Militia 
iirst  call«d  on  duty  shall  be  discharged  as  soon  as  the  divisions  called  in 
shall  be  ready  to  perform  the  service  required  of  such  division.  And 
where  any  soldier  of  the  Militia  shall  fail  to  appear  at  musters  through 
sickness,  the  Captain  or  other  commanding  officer  of  such  Company  pre- 
sent shall  and  may  hear  any  evidence  offered  on  behalf  of  such  person 
failing  to  atteml,  and  admit  the  excuse,  if  to  him  it  shall  seem  just,  and 
for  that  purpose  is  hereby  empowered  to  administer  an  oath  to  any  wit- 
ness who  shall  appear  before  him  to  prove  such  sickness. 

And  where  any  Minute  Company  hath  heretofore  been  completed,  and 
bath  been  reduced  by  inlistments  into  regular  service,  if  the  Captain  hath 


Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
making  it  felony  to  counterfeit  the  Continental  Paper  Cur- 
rency ;  and  that  Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Everard,  Esq.,  be  appointed  a 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  in  the  room  of  James  Hu- 
bard,  who  hath  declined  the  said  appointment. 

Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee  presented  according  to  order,  an 
Ordinance  making  it  felony  to  counterfeit  the  Continental 
Paper  Currency;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
state  of  Claims  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Publick 
Claims  on  Tuesday  last,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table ; 
and  the  same  was  again  read,  and  several  other  Claims 
added  thereto. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Claims  are  reasonable ;  and  that 
the  respective  Claimants  be  allowed  by  the  publick  for  the 
same. 

An  Ordinance  making  it  felony  to  counterfeit  the  Conti- 
nental Paper  Currency  was  read  a  second  time,  and  order- 
ed to  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  sentences  in  the  Morning 
and  Evening  Service  shall  be  omitted:  "O  Lord!  save  the 
King.    And  mercifully  hear  us  when  we  call  upon  thee." 

That  the  15th,  i6th,  17th,  and  18th  sentences  in  the 
Litany,  for  the  King's  Majesty  and  the  Royal  Family,  Sic, 
shall  be  omitted. 

That  the  two  Prayers  for  the  King's  Majesty  and  the 
Royal  Family,  in  the  Morning  and  Evening  Service,  shall 
be  omitted. 

That  the  Prayers  in  the  Communion  Service  which  ac- 
knowledge the  authority  of  the  King,  and  so  much  of  the 
Prayer  for  the  Church  militant  as  declares  the  same  authori- 
ty, shall  be  omitted,  and  this  alteration  made  in  one  of  the 
above  Prayers  in  the  Communion  Service :  "Almighty  and 
Everlasting  God,  we  are  taught  by  thy  Holy  Word  that  the 
hearts  of  all  rulers  are  in  thy  governance,  and  that  thou  dost 
dispose  and  turn  them  as  it  seemeth  best  to  thy  godly  wis- 
dom, we  humbly  beseech  thee  so  to  dispose  and  govern  the 
hearts  of  all  the  magistrates  of  this  Cominonwealth,  that  in 
all  their  thoughts,  words,  and  works,  they  may  evermore  seek 
thy  honour  and  glory,  and  study  to  preserve  thy  people  com- 
mitted to  their  charge,  in  wealth,  peace,  and  godliness.  Grant 
this,  O  merciful  Father,  for  thy  dear  Son's  sake,  Jesus  Christ, 
our  Lord.     Amen." 

That  the  following  Prayer  shall  be  used,  instead  of  the 

thirty-two  men  remaining  in  his  Company,  he  shall  go  into  the  training 
duty,  and  receive  pay  in  the  same  manner  as  if  his  said  Company  was  ac- 
tually complete ;  and  where  any  Minute  Company  hath  not  been  raised 
pursuant  to  the  directions  of  a  former  Ordinance  of  Convention,  and  shall 
not  be  raised  within  two  months  from  the  passing  of  this  Ordinance,  the 
men  inlisted  shall  return  into,  serve  in  the  Militia,  and  be  allotted,  as  is 
directed  in  the  case  of  Overseers. 

And  whereas,  by  the  said  Ordinance,  it  is  further  ordered,  that  there 
shall  be  a  private  muster  of  the  several  Companies  of  each  County  once 
a  fortnight,  which,  from  experience,  is  found  burdensome :  Jie  it  there- 
fore further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  there  shall  be  a 
private  muster  of  the  several  Companies  in  each  County  or  Corporation 
once  in  four  weeks,  and  no  oftener. 

And  forasmuch  as  the  Minute  Company  in  the  City  of  Williamsburgh, 
by  the  frequent  inlistments  of  the  privates  into  the  Regular  service,  is 
reduced  to  so  small  a  number  that  the  same  cannot  be  again  completed  : 
]ie  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  remaining 
Minute-men  in  the  said  City  shall  be  discharged,  and  from  that  service 
return  to  be  inlisted  with  the  Militia  thereof. 

And  whereas,  by  the  said  recited  Ordinance,  the  Court  of  Hustings,  in 
the  City  of  IVilUamsburgh,  is  to  have  jurisdiction  and  to  adjudge  all  pe- 
nalties to  be  inflicted  under  the  same  on  the  Militia  officers  and  soldiers 
in  the  said  city,  either  for  neglect  of  duty  or  misbehaviour,  and  it  is  re- 
presented to  this  Convention  that  it  is  difficult  and  inconvenient  to  hold 
such  Courts :  For  remedy  whereof,  Be  it  therefore  ordained.  That  Courls- 
Martial  for  punishing  delinquents  of  the  Militia  in  the  said  city  shall  be 
held  by  the  Field-Officers  and  Captains  therein,  and  not  by  the  Court  of 
Hustings. 

And  forasmuch  as  the  mode  of  drafting  the  Militia,  and  arranging 
them  into  divisions,  as  the  said  recited  Ordinance  requires,  hath  been, 
found  inconvenient  in  the  Counties  ai  Accomack  and  J\'orthampto)i,  Be 
it  therefore  ordained.  That  drafts  of  the  Militia  of  the  said  Counties  of 
Accomack  and  .Vorthamptmi,  when  necessary,  shall  be  made  in  the  man- 
ner directed  by  the  last  act  of  General  Assembly  for  making  provision 
against  invasions  and  insurrections. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  so  much  of  the  recited  Ordinance, 
together  with  so  much  of  the  Ordinance  intituled  "An  Ordinance  for  raising 
an  additional  number  offerees  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  the  Colony 
of  Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  as  comes  within 
the  purview  of  this  Ordinance,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 
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Prayer  for  the  King's  Majesty,  in  the  Morning  and  Evening 
service :  "  O  Lord,  our  Heavenly  Father,  high  and  mighty 
King  of  Kings,  Lord  of  Lords,  the  only  Ruler  of  the  Uni- 
verse, who  dost  from  thy  throne  behold  all  the  dwellers  upon 
earth,  most  heartily  we  beseech  thee  with  thy  favour  to  be- 
hold the  Magistrates  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  so  reple- 
nish them  with  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  they  may 
always  incline  to  thy  will,  and  walk  in  thy  way;  endue  them 
plenteously  with  heavenly  gifts  ;  strengthen  them,  that  they 
may  vanquish  and  overcome  all  their  enemies,  and  finally, 
after  this  life,  they  may  obtain  everlasting  joy  and  felicity, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen." 

In  the  20th  sentence  of  the  Litany  use  these  words : 
"  That  it  may  please  thee  to  endue  the  Magistrates  of  this 
Commonwealth  with  grace,  wisdom,  and  undei-standing." 

In  the  succeeding  one  use  these  words :  "  That  it  may 
please  thee  to  bless  and  keep  them,  giving  them  grace  to 
execute  justice,  and  to  maintain  truth." 

Let  every  other  sentence  of  the  Litany  be  retained,  with- 
out any  alteration,  except  the  above  sentences  recited. 

Resolved,  That  the  Plan  of  Government  for  this  country, 
and  the  Ordinance  to  arrange  the  Counties  in  Districts  for 
electing  Senators,  and  to  ascertain  their  wages,  be  published 
in  the  respective  Parish  Churches  and  Meeting-Houses,  for 
two  Sundays  successively,  immediately  after  divine  service. 

An  Ordinance  making  it  felony  to  counterfeit  the  Conti- 
nental Paper  Currency,  having  been  fairly  transcribed,  was 
read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass ;  and  that  the 
title  thereof  be,  An  Ordinance  making  it  felony  to  counter- 
feit the  Continental  Paper  Currency,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned.* 

Mr.  George  Mason,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  de- 
vise a  proper  Seal  for  this  Commonwealth,  reported,  that  the 


Committee  had  accordingly  prepared  the  following  device 
thereof;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  deliver- 
ed in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

TO  BE  ENGRAVED  ON  THE  GREAT  SEAL. 

ViRTus,  the  genius  of  the  Commonwealth,  dressed  like 
an  Amazon,  resting  on  a  spear  with  one  hand,  and  holding 
a  sword  in  the  other,  and  treading  on  Tyranny,  represented 
by  a  man  prostrate,  a  crown  fallen  from  his  liead,  a  broken 
chain  in  his  left  hand,  and  a  scourge  in  his  right. 

In  the  exergon,  the  word  Virginia  over  the  head  of  Vir- 
tus ;  and  underneath  the  words  Sic  semper  iyrannis. 

On  the  reverse,  a  groupe. 

Libertas,  with  her  wand  and  pileus. 

On  one  side  of  her,  Ceres,  with  the  cornucopia  in  one 
hand,  and  an  ear  of  wheat  in  the  other. 

On  the  other  side  jEternitas,  with  the  globe  and  phoenix. 

In  the  exergon,  these  words: 

Deus  nobis  hac  otia  fecit. 

Resolved,  That  George  Wythe  and  John  Page,  Esquires, 
be  desired  to  superintend  the  engraving  the  said  Seal,  and  to 
take  care  that  the  same  be  properly  executed. 

Adjourned  till  the  first  Monday  in  October  next,  then  to 
meet  in  the  City  of  Williamsburgh ;  but,  in  case  of  neces- 
sity, at  such  other  place  as  the  Governour,  with  the  advice 
of  the  Privy  Council,  shall  appoint. 

*./?»  Ordinance  making  it  Felony  to  Counterfeit  the  Continental  Paper 
Currency,  atid  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 
Jie  it  ordained  by  the  Delegates  of  the  several  Counties  and  Cor- 
porations in  this  Colony,  assembled  in  Convention,  That  if  any  person 
shall  counterfeit,  aid  or  abet  in  counterfeiting,  the  Continental  Bills  of 
Credit  in  this  Colony,  or  the  paper  money  of  any  of  the  United  Colonies, 
or  shall  counterfeit,  aid  or  abet  in  counterfeiting,  or  making  base  coin,  or 
vrho  shall  pass  any  such  in  payment,  knowing  the  same  to  be  counterfeit 
or  base,  every  such  person  shall,  on  legal  conviction,  suffer  death,  without 
benefit  of  clergy. 
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Names  of  the  Deputies. 

Bergen. — John  Demarest,  Jacobus  Post,  John  Van  Bos- 
kirk,  Jacob  Q^uackenbush,  Daniel  Isaac  Brown. 

Essex. — Stephen  Crane,  Abraham  Clark,  Lewis  Ogden, 
Caleb  Camp,  Robert  Drummond. 

Morris. — Silas  Condict,  Jacob  Drake,  Ellis  Cook,  William 
Woodhull,  Jacob  Green. 

Sussex. — Ephraim  Martin,  Caspar  Shaver,  Thomas  Potts, 
Isaac  Van  Campen,  John  Cleves  Symmes. 

Somerset. — Frederick  Frelinghuysen,  PVilliam  Paterson, 
John  Witherspoon,  Jacob  R.  Hardenbergh,  James  Linn. 

Middlesex. — Moses  Bloomfield,  John  WetheriU,  Jonathan 
D.  Sergeant,  John  Dunn,  John  Combs. 

Monmouth. — Edward  Taylor,  John  Covenhoven,  Joseph 
Holmes,  James  Mott,  Josiah  Holmes. 

Hunterdon. — Philemon  Dickenson,  John  Allen,  Samuel 
Tucker,  John  Hart,  John  Mehelm. 

Burlington. — Peter  Tallman,  Thomas  Reynolds,  Thomas 
Fennimore,  Charles  Read,  Caleb  Shreve. 

Gloucester. — John  Sparks,  John  Cooper,  Elijah  Clark, 
Joseph  Hugg,  Joseph  Ellis. 

Salem. — Andrew  Sinnickson,  John  Holme,  Joseph  Shinn, 
Whitten  Crips,  Samuel  Dick. 

Cumberland. — Theophilus  Elmer,  Jonathan  Ayers,  John 
Buck,  Ephraim  Harris,  Jonathan  Bowen. 

Cape-May. — Elijah  Hughs,  Jesse  Hand,  Thomas  Learn- 
ing, Jun.,  Joseph  Savage,  Hugh  Hat  horn. 

Burlington,  Monday,  June  10,  1776. 

The  Provincial  Congress  oi New- Jersey  being  appointed  to 
meet  this  day  at  Burlington,  a  number  of  the  Members  met 
accordingly;  but  not  being  a  sufficient  number  to  proceed  upon 
business,  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  June  11,  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

A  sufficient  number  of  Members  not  being  yet  come  to 
Town,  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

The  Members  present  met  according  to  adjournment,  and 
a  sufficient  number  attending,  the  Certificates  of  their  elec- 
tions were  produced  and  read. 

Adjourned  to  six  o'clock,  afternoon. 


Met  according  to  adjournment,  and  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  President  and  Secretary,  when  Samuel  Tucker, 
Esq.,  was,  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  chosen  President,  (the 
votes  being  taken  by  ballot,)  and  William  Paterson,  Esq., 
was  unanimously  chosen  Secretary. 

The  Rev.  Doctor  Jfitherspoon  opened  the  Congress  with 
Prayer. 

LTpon  motion.  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Doors  of 
the  Congress  be  kept  shut,  and  the  Debates  and  Proceedings 
be  kept  secret,  except  in  those  cases  wherein  the  Congress 
order  otherwise. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Congress  a  Letter  from  the 
Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  together  with  a  number  of  Resolutions,  which 
are  as  follow : 

"In  Congress,  June  1,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  six  thousand  Militia  be  employed  to  re- 
inforce the  Army  in  Canada,  and  to  keep  up  the  communi- 
cation with  that  Province.    And,  to  make  up  that  number, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be 
requested  to  supply  of  their  Militia,  3,000 — four  Battalions. 

ConnerticM^,  of  their  Militia,    -     1,500 — two        do. 

iVe!^-iia??ips/ijVe,  of  their  Militia,     750 — one        do. 

A'erti-lorA:,  of  their  Militia,    -        750 — one        do. 

"  June  3, 1776. — Resolved,  That  the  General  be  empow- 
ered to  employ  in  Canada  a  number  of  Indians,  not  exceed- 
ing two  thousand. 

"  That  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  Militia  be  employ- 
ed to  reinforce  the  Army  at  iVew- Yor/t'.  To  complete  which 
number, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be 
requested  to  furnish  of  their  Militia,     -     -     -     -   2,000 
Connecticut,  of  their  Militia,  ------   5,500 

iVew-Yor^i:,  of  their  Militia, 3,000 

New- Jersey,  of  their  Militia,      -----   3,300 

"  Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  the 
eleven  Battalions  raised  and  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  New-England  Colonies  are  sufficient. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Flying-Camp  be  immediately  esta- 
blished in  the  Middle  Colonies,  and  that  it  consist  of  ten 
thousand  men.     To  make  up  which  number, 
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'■'  Resolved,  That  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested 

to  furnish,  of  their  Militia, 6,000 

Maryland,  of  their  Militia, 3,400 

Delaware  Government,  of  theii-s,     -     -     -     .      600 

"That  the  Militias  be  engaged  to  the  1st  day  o( Decem- 
ber next,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress. 

"  That  the  pay  of  the  Militias  commence  from  the  day  of 
their  marching  from  home ;  and  that  they  be  allowed  one 
penny  a  mile,  lawful  money,  in  lieu  of  rations,  for  travelling 
expenses,  and  one  day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles  between 
home  and  the  general  rendezvous,  going  and  returning. 

"  That  two  Provincial  Brigadiers-General  be  employed 
in  the  Canada  Department — one  from  Massachusetts- J3 ay 
and  one  from  Connecticut. 

"  That  four  Provincial  Brigadiers-General  be  employed  in 
the  JSew- York  Department — one  from  Massachusetts-Bay, 
one  from  Connecticut,  one  fiom  New-York,  and  one  from 
New-Jersey, 

"  That  three  Provincial  Brigadiers-General  be  employed 
for  the  Flying-Camp — two  from  Pennsylvania  and  one  from 
Maryland. 

"  That  the  said  Brigadiers-General  be  appointed  by  the 
respective  Colonies  above-mentioned, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  As- 
semblies, Conventions,  and  Committees  of  Safety,  in  the 
United  Colonies,  to  fall  upon  the  most  effectual  means  for 
removing  the  Stocks,  Grain,  and  Meal,  from  such  parts  of 
their  respective  Colonies  as  are  invaded,  or  are  in  imminent 
danger  of  being  invaded  by  the  enemy. 

"  That  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, the  Governour  and  Assembly  of  Connecticut, 
the  Conventions  of  New-York,  and  New-Jersey,  and  the 
Conventions  of  such  other  of  the  United  Colonies  in  which 
there  are  any  Lead  Mines,  be  requested  to  transmit  to  Con- 
gress, with  all  convenient  despatch,  the  state  and  condition 
of  the  Lead  Mines  in  their  respective  Colonies,  and  use  the 
most  speedy  means  to  procure  their  being  wrought  to  effect. 

" Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

"  June  4,  1776. — Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to 
the  Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  Colonies  requested 
to  supply  or  furnish  Militias  by  the  Resolutions  of  yester- 
day, to  take  particular  care  that  their  Militias  come  provided 
with  Arms,  Accoutrements  and  Camp-kettles. 

"  By  order  of  Congress : 

"  John  Hancock,  President." 

A  Letter  was  also  laid  before  the  Congress  from  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Washington,  earnestly  recommending  that 
the  above  Resolutions  respecting  the  Militia  of  New- Jersey 
be  immediately  carried  into  effect.     Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickenson,  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Elmer,  Mr. 
Cook,  and  Mr.  Covenhoven,  be  a  Committee  to  devise  ways 
and  means  for  carrying  the  said  Resolutions  into  immediate 
effect. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  12,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment,  and  opened  with  prayer, 
pursuant  to  the  standing  order  of  the  House. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  in  all  divisions  upon  any 
question,  if  any  Member  move  to  insert  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  Minutes,  and  is  seconded,  the  same  shall  be  inserted. 

On  motion,  that  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  Deputies 
of  this  Congress  be  a  quorum  or  body  sufficient  to  do  busi- 
ness ;  the  same  was  carried  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 


Mr.  Ellis, 
Elmer, 


Mr.  Hathorn, 
Dr.  Ijloomtidd, 


Mr.  Sinnickson. 


YEAS. 

Mr. 

Drummond, 

Mr. 

Covenhoven, 

Mr.  Demarest, 

Allen, 

Holmes, 

Post, 

Hart, 

Mott, 

Van  Boskirk, 

Dickenson, 

Sparks, 

Quackenbush. 

Taylor, 

Cooper, 
NAYS. 

Mr. 

Abraham  Clark, 

Mr. 

Cook, 

Mr.  Green, 

Condict, 

WoodhuU, 

Frelinghuysen, 

Paterson, 

Ayers, 

Sergeant, 

Witherspoon, 

Harris, 

Combs, 

Hardenbergh, 

Bowen, 

Martin, 

Mehelm, 

Hughes, 

Shaver, 

Josiah  Holmes, 

Hand, 

Potts, 

Elijah  Clark, 

Learning, 

Van  Campen, 

Hugg, 

Savage, 

Symmes, 

Resolved,  That  a  majority  of  the  Members  elected  be 
always  a  quorum  sufficient  to  transact  any  business. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  President  Hancock  was 
read,  enclosing  a  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress  of 
the  Ilth  instant,  and  urging  to  despatch  in  forwarding  the 
Militia. 

Richard  Smith,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Delegates  for  this 
Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress,  asking  leave  to  resign 
his  seat  there,  on  account  of  indisixisition. 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  Memorial  from  Azariah  Dunham,  Esq.,  requesting  the 
appointment  of  Commissary  and  Paymaster  to  the  Troops 
about  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony  for  the  Continental  service, 
was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Western  Di- 
vision, respecting  the  procuring  Tents,  &,c.,  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Edmund  Pendleton,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  enclosing  the  Re- 
solutions of  the  said  Convention  respecting  the  Independence 
of  these  Colonies ;  read,  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

A  Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-  York, 
respecting  a  defection  in  Bergen  County,  in  this  Colony, 
together  with  some  Affidavits  respecting  the  same ;  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  David  Brearley,  of  the  County  of 
JWonmoM^A,  complaining  of  sundry  disaffected  persons  in  his 
Regiment ;  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Resolved,  That  Doctor  Roa7i  be  requested  to  attend  the 
Western  Company  of  Aitillery ;  and  that  this  Congress  will 
defray  the  expense  of  such  attendance. 

Two  Petitions  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  Burlington 
County,  setting  forth,  that,  for  certain  reasons  therein  men- 
tioned, no  Deputies  were  elected  to  represent  the  said  Coun- 
ty in  the  Provincial  Congress ;  and  praying  that  this  Con- 
gress would  appoint  a  day  for  the  election  of  Deputies  in 
that  County ;  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  o{ Mon- 
mouth, praying  that  none  of  the  Militia  may  be  taken  out  of 
that  County,  as  it  lies  so  exposed  to  hostile  invasion  ;  read, 
and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Two  Petitions  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  South 
Ward  of  the  City  o(  Perth-Amhoy,  in  the  County  of  Mid- 
dlesex, praying  that  the  Government  under  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  may  be  suppressed,  and  that  this  Congress 
would  point  out  and  establish  some  more  suitable  form  of 
Government ;  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Hun- 
terdon ;  setting  forth,  that  John  Allen,  Esq.,  was  elected  a 
Deputy  for  that  County  to  serve  in  Provincial  Congress,  and 
praying  that  his  election  may,  for  reasons  therein  mentioned, 
be  vacated ;  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Adjourned  till  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  June  13,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

John  De  Hart,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Delegates  in  Continental 
Congress,  asking  leave  to  resign  his  seat  on  account  of  the 
situation  of  his  family  and  affaii-s ; 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  persons  in  Captain  Maitland's 
Company,  in  the  Townsiiip  of  Alexandria,  and  County  of 
Hunterdon,  praying  that  the  Petitioners  may,  for  reasons 
dierein  mentioned,  be  taken  from  the  said  Company  and 
annexed  to  a  Company  in  Greenwich,  in  the  County  of 
Sussex ;  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Resolutions 
of  the  Continental  Congress  for  detaching  the  Militia,  made 
Report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Two  Petitions  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Somerset  County 
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praying  that  a  bounty  may  be  offered  to  induce  the  Militia 
to  tunfout  as  Volunteers,  and  that  the  expense  thereon  ari- 
sinu-  may  be  defrayed  by  assessments  on  the  rateable  estates 
of  die  inhabitants  in  general ;  were  read,  and  ordered  a  se- 
cond reading. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  k.c.,  read  a  second 
time ;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  recommitted  to 
the  same  Committee. 

The  two  Petitions  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  iJMf/ing-iora 
County,  praying  a  day  to  be  appointed  for  the  election  of 
Deputies,  &.C.,  read  a  second  time. 

Whereas,  by  a  late  Ordinance  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
o{ Ncjv-Jerscy,  it  was  resolved  and  directed,  "  That  all  Free- 
holders qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives  in  General  As- 
sembly in  this  Colony,  who  have  signed  the  General  Asso- 
ciation recommended  by  this  Congress  ;  and  all  other  persons 
of  full  age,  who,  immediately  preceding  the  election,  shall 
have  resided  for  the  space  of  one  year  in  any  County  of  this 
Colony,  and  who  are  worth  at  least  £50,  Proclamation 
money,  in  personal  estate,  and  have  signed  the  General 
Association  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  in  the 
County  wherein  they  reside  for  Deputies  to  serve  in  Pro- 
vincial Congress;"  and  by  the  said  Ordinance,  the  said 
electors  in  each  County  were  directed  to  meet  on  the  fourth 
Monday  in  May  last,  at  the  particular  places  therein  men- 
tioned, and  elect  Deputies  to  serve  in  Provincial  Congress : 
Notwithstanding  which,  the  electors  of  the  County  of  Bur- 
lington neglected  to  elect  such  Deputies  on  the  day  in  said 
Ordinance  particularly  prescribed;  and  no  power  being  given 
to  the  electors  of  any  County  wherein  such  negligence  hap- 
pened, to  proceed  to  the  election  of  Deputies  on  any  other 
day,  and  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  County  having 
prayed  relief  in  the  premises ; 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  electors  of  the  County 
of  Burlington,  qualified  to  vote  for  Deputies  to  serve  in  Pro- 
vincial Congress  by  virtue  of  said  Ordinance,  do  meet  at  the 
Court-House  in  the  City  of  Burlington,  on  Thursday,  the 
20th  day  of  this  instant  June,  between  the  hours  of  ten  in 
the  forenoon  and  one  in  the  afternoon  of  said  day,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  Deputies  to  serve  in  Provincial  Con- 
gress ;  and  also  of  a  County  Committee,  pursuant  to  the  direc- 
tions of  said  Ordinance. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  14,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
upon  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  was  recom- 
mitted, made  Report  of  the  same  ;  which  was  read,  and 
being  amended,  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed.* 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

*  An  Ordinance  for  raising  three  thousand  three  hundred  of  the  J\Ii- 

litia  o/New-Jebsev,  to  re-inforce  the  Army  at  Ntw-y<iRK. — Passed 

Jl-se  14,  1776. 

Whereas  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  have  resolved,  that  the 
Colony  of  jVew-Jcrsei/  he  requested  immediately  to  send  three  thousand 
three  hundred  of  their  Militia  to  reinforce  the  Army  at  ^'e^l>-YlJrk,to  be 
continued  in  the  service  until  the  1st  day  of  December  next,  unless  sooner 
discharged  by  the  Congress;  and  that  the  pay  of  the  Militia,  which  by 
a  late  Kesolve  of  the  Continental  Congress  is  fifty  shillings,  Proclamation 
money,  per  month,  for  the  privates  in  all  the  United  Colonies,  commence 
from  the  day  of  their  marching  from  home,  allowing  them  one  penny, 
lawful  money,  per  mile,  in  lieu  of  rations,  for  travellmg  expenses,  and 
one  day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles  between  home  and  the  general  ren- 
dezvous, going  and  returning:  And  as  troops  of  the  enemy,  from  the 
best  intelligence,  are  daily  expected  to  arrive  at.Yew-l'orh,  this  Congress 
are  anxiously  desirous  to  carry  the  Resolutions  of  the  honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress  into  immediate  effect: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  five  Battalions,  consisting  of  eight  Compa- 
nies of  seventy-eight  non-commissioned  oflicers  and  privates,  be  immedi- 
ately got  in  readinoss  and  marched  to  J^Teiv-York,  under  the  command 
of  a  Brigadiar-Gencral ;  which  Battalions  shall  be  raised  by  a  voluntary 
inlistment,  to  continue  in  the  service  until  the  1st  day  of  JJecember  next, 
unless  sooner  discharged. 

Uesolved,  further,  That  the  said  Battalions  shall  be  formed  as  follows : 

One  Battalion  to  consist  of  three  Companies  from  the  County  of  Ber- 
gen, and  three  Companies  from  the  County  of  Essex,  and  two  Compa- 
nies from  the  County  of  Burlington. 

One  Battalion  to  consist  of  four  Companies  from  the  County  oi  .Mid- 
dlesex, and  four  Companies  from  the  County  of  Monmouth. 

One  Battalion  to  consist  of  four  Companies  from  the  County  of  Morris, 
and  four  Companies  from  the  County  of  Sussex. 

One  Battalion  to  consist  of  three  Companies  from  the  County  of  So- 
merset, and  five  Companies  from  the  County  of  Hunterdon. 


Rlet  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion,  1.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Congress,  the  Proclamation  of  William  Franldin,  Esquire, 
late  Governour  of  Nciv-Jersey,  bearing  date  on  the  30th 
day  of  May  last,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, appointing  a  meeting  of,  the  General  Assembly  to  be 

One  Battalion  to  consist  of  two  Companies  from  the  County  of  Bur- 
lington, two  Companies  from  the  County  of  Cumberland,  two  Compa- 
nies from  the  County  of  Gloucester,  and  two  Companies  from  the  County 
of  Salem. 

And,  in  order  that  proper  Officers  may  be  immediately  appointed, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  Field-Officers,  with  the  subalterns  in  each  County, 
do  forthwith  assemble,  and  agree  upon  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  and 
one  Ensign,  for  each  Company,  to  be  raised  in  their  respective  Counties; 
and  that  the  Fiekl-Odicers  appointed  to  the  command  of  each  Battalion 
do  appoint  an  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster  for  the  Battalion. 

Resolved,  'I'hat  each  man,  at  the  time  of  his  inlistiug,  do  sign  the  fol- 
lowing inlistment : 

"I, ,  have  this  day  inlisted  myself  in  the  Company  of 

Captain ,  as  a  volunteer  in  tho  Battalion  commanded  by 

Colonel ,  now  raisins  in  J\'ew-.Ievsei),  to  reinforce  the  Army 

at  A'eiv-Vork,  to  continue  in  that  service  until  the  1st  day  of  December 
next,  unless  sooner  discharged ;  and  do  bind  myself  to  conform  in  all 
instances  to  the  regulations  which  are  or  shall  be  established  for  the  go- 
vernment of  said  Army." 

.ind  it  is  further  resolved.  That  each  man  so  entering  himself  as  a 
volunteer,  do  furnish  himself,  at  his  own  expense,  with  a  good  musket 
with  a  bayonet,  a  cartouch-box,  blanket,  canteen,  and  knapsack. 

And,  in  order  to  expedite  the  raising  of  the  aforesaid  Bat:alions,  at  a 
season  when  the  labour  of  the  inhabitants  is  greatly  needed  in  the  coun- 
try, and  to  encourage  the  inlistment  of  men  in  this  necessary  service. 

It  is  further  resolved.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  as  a  bounty  to 
each  man,  wlio  shall  voluntarily  inlist  as  aforesaid,  and  be  properly  ac- 
coutred, the  sum  of  three  pounds,  Proclamation  money,  over  and  above 
the  Continental  pay,  to  be  paid  to  him  at  the  time  he  marches  to  the 
general  rendezvou.s. 

And  it  is  further  resohrf/,  That  said  forces,  when  raised,  shall  not  be 
compelled  to  march  out  of  this  Colony  further  than  the  City  of  J\,''e-w- 
Yorlc,  or  parts  adjacent  thereto. 

Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  any  Company  shall  be  completed,  the  same 
shall  be  mustered  in  the  presence  of  one  of  the  Commissioners  herein- 
after named,  who  are  respectively  appointed  muster-masters  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  upon  such  muster  being  had,  the  said  Company  shall  immedi- 
ately march  to  the  place  of  general  rendezvous,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Brigadier-General. 

Resolved,  That  the  Colonels  of  said  Battalions  be  directed  to  make 
return  as  soon  as  possible  to  this  Congress,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  or 
to  the  Brigadier-General,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  the  Congress  or  Cora- 
miltee  of  Safety,  of  the  number  of  men  inlisted  in  each  County  of  this 
Colony  in  the  Battalions  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  Sidney  Berry,  Benjamin  Halsey,  Richard  Ludloio, 
Asher  Holmes,  and  Thomas  Sinnickson,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by, appointed  Commissioners  for  paying  the  bounty  allowed  to  each 
volunteer  as  aforesaid,  which  they,  or  any  of  them,  are  to  pay  out  of  the 
Bills  of  I.  rcdit  lately  made  current  by  Ordinance  of  the  Congress  of  this 
Province ;  and  shall  take  proper  receipts  for  all  moneys  by  them,  or  any 
of  them,  paid  out  as  a  bounty  in  manner  aforesaid,  signed  by  the  persons 
receiving  the  same ;  which  receipts,  when  laid  before  this  or  a  future  Con- 
gress, or  other  future  Representative  body  of  this  Colony,  to  whom  they 
are  hereby  made  accountable,  shall  discharge  the  said  Commissioners,  or 
any  of  them,  of  all  moneys  legally  paid  out  as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  there 
be  allowed,  as  a  compensation  to  said  Commissioners  for  reviewing  said 
men  and  paying  said  bounty,  a  sum  after  the  rate  of  one  per  cent,  for  all 
moneys  by  them,  or  any  of  them,  paid  out  as  aforesaid.  And  the  Trea- 
surers of  this  Colony,  appointed  by  Congress,  and  each  of  them,  are 
hereby  required  to  pay  to  such  Commissioners,  or  any  ot  them,  such  sum 
or  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  above  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  late  Congress  do 
furnish  the  aforesaid  five  Battalions  with  six  hundred  and  sixty  Camp- 
ketlles,  or  one  Camp-kettle  for  every  five  men,  to  be  lent  to  them  during 
this  campaign. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Committees  of  this 
Colony  to  be  zealous  and  diligent  in  assisting  the  Olficers  to  raise  and 
equip  the  aforesaid  forces ;  and  that  those  who  do  not  engage  in  this  ser- 
vice be  earnestly  requested  to  lend  or  dispose  of  their  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments to  the  volunteers  who  shall  inlist. 

It  is  further  resolved,  'I'hat  the  five  Battalions  above  directed  to  bo 
raised  form  one  Brigade,  and  that  a  Brigadier-General  be  appointed  to 
command  the  same. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
appointed  Brigadier-General. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Officers  be  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  respective  Battalions,  viz:  For  the  Battalion  to  be  raised  in  Berge/t, 
Essex,  and  Burlington,  Philip  Van  Cortland  Colonel,  David  Brearley 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Richard  Dey  Major;  for  the  Battalion  to  be 
raised  in  Middlesex  and  JMonmoxith,  J\'atliainel  Heard  Colonel,  David 
Forman  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Thomas  Henderson  Major  ;  for  the 
Battalion  to  be  raised  in  .Morris  and  Sussex,  Ephraim  .Martin  Colonel, 
Jolm  J\Iunson  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Cornelius  Ijudloiv  Major;  for 
the  Battalion  to  be  raised  in  Somerset  and  Hunterdon,  Stephen  Hunt 
Colonel,  Philip  Johnson  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Joseph  Philips  Major ; 
for  the  Battalion  to  be  raised  in  Gloucester,  Salem,  Cumberland,  and 
Burlington,  Silas  jSTewcomb  Colonel,  Bo-wes  Reed  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
and Major. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Hoops,  Esq  ,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed 
Brigade-Major  of  the  aforesaid  Brigade. 

Resolved,  That  the  Militia,  which  have  lately  been  drafted  by  order  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Province,  be,  and  hereby  are,  at  liberty 
to  inlist  in  the  above  Brigade ;  and  that  no  further  drafts  be  made  in  con- 
sequence of  said  order. 
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held  on  the  20th  clay  of  this  instant  June,  ought  not  to  be 
obeyed. 

On  the  question,  the  above  Resolution  passed  as  follows  : 


this  Province  shall  account  for  the  moneys  in  their  hands  to 
this  Congress,  or  to  the  future  Legislature  of  this  Colony. 
On  the  question,  the  said  Resolution  passed  as  follows : 


YEAS. 


Mr.  A.  Clark,                Mr.  Covenhoven, 

Mr. 

Hathorn, 

Condict, 

Mott, 

Dr.  Bloomfield, 
Wetherill, 

Drake, 

Sparks, 

Cook, 

Cooper, 

Dunn, 

WoodhuII, 

E.  Clark, 

Sergeant, 

Grpcn, 

Hugg, 

Coombs, 

Frelinghuysen, 

Ellis, 

Martin, 

Palorson, 

Elmer, 

Shaver, 

Dr.  Witherspoon, 

Aycrs 

Van  Campen, 

Hardenbergh, 

Harris, 

Symmes, 

Linn, 

Bowen, 

Sinnickson, 

Hart, 

Hand, 

John  Holme. 

Mehelm, 

lieaming, 
NAYS. 

Mr.  Druminond, 

Hughes, 

Mr. 

Van  Boskirk, 

Dickenson, 

Savage, 

Brown, 

Allen, 

Deinarest, 

PotU. 

Joseph  Holmes, 

Post, 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 

eight 

o'clock. 

Saturday,  June  16,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  North  Ward  of 
the  City  of  Perth- Amboy,  praying  that  the  Government  of 
the  Province  of  New-Jersey  may  not  be  changed ;  as  also 
a  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of 
Shrewsbury,  in  the  County  of  Monmouth,  to  the  same  effect ; 
read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  2.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
gress, the  said  William  Franklin,  Esquire,  by  such  Procla- 
mation, has  acted  in  direct  contempt  and  violation  of  the 
Resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  I5th  day  of 
May  last. 

On  the  question,  the  said  Resolution  passed  as  follows : 


YEAS. 


Mr.  A.  Clark, 

Mr.  Drake, 

Mr.  WoodhuII, 

Condict, 

Cook, 

Green, 

Frelinghuysen, 

Cooper, 

Sergeant, 

Paterson, 

Hugg, 

Combs, 

Witherspoon, 

Ellis, 

Demarest, 

Hardenbergh, 

Elmer, 

Post, 

Linn, 

Harris, 

Quackenbush, 

Hart, 

Bowen, 

Martin, 

Mehelm, 

Hand, 

Shaver, 

Covenhoven, 

Lcaming, 

Van  Campen, 

Mott, 

Hathorn, 

Symmes, 

Josiah  Holmes, 

Dr.  Bloomfield, 

Sinnickson, 

Elijah  Clark, 

Wetherill, 

Holme. 

Sparks, 

Dunn, 

NAYS. 

Mr.  Drummond, 

Mr.  Joseph  Holmes, 

Mr.  Van  Boskirk, 

Dickenson, 

Hughes, 

Brown, 

Allen, 

Savage, 

Potts. 

Taylor, 

On  motion,  3.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
gress, the  said  William  Franklin,  Esq.,  has  discovered  him- 
self to  be  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  this  country ;  and 
that  measures  ought  to  be  immediately  taken  for  securing 
the  person  of  the  said  William  Franklin,  Esquire. 

On  the  question,  the  said  Resolution  passed  as  follows : 


Mr. 


A.  Clark, 

Mr.  Covenhoven, 

Mr.  Hathorn, 

Camp, 

Mott, 

Dr.  Bloomfield, 

Condict, 

Josiah  Holmes, 

Wetherill, 

Drake, 

Sparks, 

Dunn, 

Cook, 

Cooper, 

Sergeant, 

WoodhuII, 

E.  Clark, 

Coombs, 

Green, 

Hugg, 

Demarest. 

Frelinghuysen, 

Ellis, 

Quackenbush, 

Paterson, 

Elmer, 

Martin, 

Dr.  Witherspoon, 

Harris, 

Shaver, 

Hardenbergh, 

Bowen, 

Van  Campen, 

Linn, 

Hand, 

Symmes, 

Hart, 

Learning, 

Sinnickson, 

Mehelm, 

Savage, 
NAYS. 

John  Holme. 

Drummond, 

Mr.  Joseph  Holmes, 

Mr.  Van  Boskirk, 

Dickenson, 

Hughes, 

Brown, 

Allen, 

Post, 

Potts. 

Taylor, 

On  motion,  4.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
gress, all  payments  of  money  on  account  of  salary,  or  other- 
wise, to  the  said  William  Franklin,  Esq.,  as  Govemour, 
oucrht  from  henceforth  to  cease  ;  and  that  the  Treasurers  of 


YEAS. 


Mr. 


Abraham  Clark, 

Mr.  Joseph  Holmes, 

Mr.  Wetherill, 

Camp, 

.Mott, 

Dr.  Bloomfield, 

Condict, 

Josiah  Holmes, 

Dunn, 

Drake, 

Sparks, 

Sergeant, 

Cook, 

Cooper, 

Combs, 

WoodhuII, 

Clark, 

Demarest, 

Frelinghuysen, 

Hugg, 

Post, 

Paterson, 

Ellis, 

Van  Boskirk, 

Dr.  Witherspoon, 

Elmer, 

Quackenbush, 

Hardenbergh, 

Harris, 

Martin, 

Linn, 

Bowen, 

Shaver, 

Dickenson, 

Hughes, 

Van  Campen, 

Hart, 

Hand, 

Symmes, 

Mehelm, 

Learning, 

Sinnickson, 

Tay  lor. 

Savage, 

John  Holme. 

Covenhoven, 

Hathorn, 
NAYS. 

Mr.  Allen, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  PotU. 

John  Zabriskie,  of  Bergen  County,  desiring  leave  to  re- 
sign his  commission  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Battalion 
in  that  County  : 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Order  do  issue  to  Colonel 
Nathaniel  Heard,  of  the  First  Battalion  of  Middlesex  Coun- 

"  The  Provincial  Congress  of  New-Jersey,  reposing  great 
confidence  in  your  zeal  and  prudence,  have  thought  Tit  to 
entrust  to  your  care  the  execution  of  the  enclosed  Resolves. 
It  is  the  desire  of  Congress  that  this  necessary  business  be 
conducted  with  all  the  delicacy  and  tenderness  which  the 
nature  of  the  business  can  possibly  admit.  For  this  end  you 
will  find  among  the  papers  the  form  of  a  written  parole,  in 
which  there  is  left  a  blank  space  for  you  to  fill  up  at  the 
choice  of  Mr.  Franklin,  with  the  name  of  Princeton,  Bor- 
dentown,  or  his  own  farm  at  Rancocus.  When  he  shall 
have  signed  the  parole,  the  Congress  will  rely  upon  his  ho- 
nour for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  engagements ;  but 
should  he  refuse  to  sign  the  parole^  you  are  desired  to  put 
him  under  strong  guard,  and  keep  him  in  close  custody, 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Congress.  Whatever  expense 
may  be  necessary  for  this  service  will  be  cheerfully  defrayed 
by  the  Congress.  We  refer  to  your  discretion  what  means 
to  use  for  that  purpose ;  and  you  have  full  power  and  autho- 
rity to  take  to  your  aid  whatever  force  you  may  require." 

John  Hart,  Esq.,  was  elected  Vice-President. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  sufficient  number  not  attending  to  proceed  on  business, 
adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  June  17,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  and  a  few  only  of  the 
Members  attending,  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  the  Township  Committee  of  Windsor, 
in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  praying  that  a  new  mode  of 
Government  may  be  established,  that  men  above  fifty  may 
bear  an  equal  burden,  &;c.,  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Camp,  having  resigned  their 
office  as  Commissioners : 

Ordered,  That  their  resignations  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Ellis  having  resigned  his  office  of  Paymaster  and 
Commissary  for  the  Company  of  Artillery  in  West-Jersey  : 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  John  Ross,  of  Woodbridge,  and  Isaac 
Woodruff,  of  Elizabethtoum,  be  Commissioners  for  the  East- 
ern Division,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Camp,  in 
order  to  purchase  Tents,  Canteens,  Stc;  and  that  David 
Pinkerton,  of  Trenton,  be  a  Commissioner  for  the  Western 
Division,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Ellis. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Western  Commissioners,  appointed 
to  procure  Tents,  Stc,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Whereas  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  purchase  Tents 
and  Camp  Equipage  were  restricted  in  the  jirice,  and,  from 
their  Memorial  now  before  this  Congress,  it  appears  that 
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they  are  at  a  loss  to  determine  what  was  intended  to  be 
comprised  under  tlie  terms  Camp  Equipage: 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  unaniinously ,  That  the  said  Com- 
missionei-s  immediately  purchase,  on  the  most  reasonable 
terms  they  can,  four  hundred  Tents,  two  thousand  Knap- 
sacks, two  thousand  Haversacks,  and  two  thousand  Canteens, 
together  with  the  six  hundred  and  sixty  Camp-kettles  or- 
dered by  the  Resolve  of  this  Congress  bearing  date  the  14th 
day  of  this  instant  June. 

Ordered,  That  Benjamin  Holme,  of  the  County  of  Sa- 
km,  be  Paymaster  and  Commissary  for  the  Company  of 
Artillery  in  West-Jersey,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Ellis,  who  has 
resigned. 

A  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Maidenhead,  in  the 
County  of  Hunterdon,  jiraying  that  a  new  mode  of  Govern- 
ment may  be  established,  that  all  future  elections  be  annual 
and  by  ballot,  that  the  doors  of  Congress  be  kept  open  ex- 
cept in  cases  where  secrecy  is  necessary,  he,  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Remonstrance  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Burlington,  complaining  of  the  extravagant  price  of  goods, 
&;c.,  and  praying  relief;  read,  and  ordered  a  second  read- 


insr. 


Pursuant  to  a  Certificate  of  Election, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  persons  be  commissioned  as 
Officers  in  a  Company  of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Hunter- 
don, in  the  Battalion  whereof /saac  Smith,  Esq.,  is  Colonel, 
to  wit :  John  Hunt  Captain,  Henry  Mershon  First  Lieute- 
nant, Ralph  Lanning  Second  Lieutenant,  Ely  Moore  En- 
sign. 

Ordered,  That  on  Friday  next,  in  the  forenoon,  this  Con- 
gress will  consider  the  propriety  of  forming  a  Government ; 
will  draft  Instructions  for  the  Delegates  in  Continental  Con- 
gress ;  and  will  elect  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  in 
said  Congress. 

The  Petition  from  sundry  persons  in  Captain  Maitland's 
Company,  in  Hunterdon  County,  read  a  second  time :  Where- 
upon, 

Ordered,  That  the  several  persons  included  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  Road  from  Hunlaj/s  Ferry  and  the  Hell- 
Totvn  Road  over  Musconetcunk  on  the  south  and  east,  and 
the  River  Delaware  and  Musconetcunk  on  the  north  and 
west,  be  added  to  the  Company  late  of  Captain  Andrew 
Sjirowle,  in  Sussex  County,  on  account  of  their  particular 
situation. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Memorial  of  Colonel  David 
Brearley,  respecting  certain  disaffected  persons  in  Monmouth 
County;  and  the  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  of  iVew-  York,  stating  the  circumstances  of  a 
defection  in  Bergen  County,  fee. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Colonel  Dick, 
Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Symmes,  Colonel  Covenhoven,  and  Mr. 
Brown. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  June  18,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Heard,  of  the  17th  instant,  read, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  To  Samuel  Tucker,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  at  Burlington,  per  express. 

"Sir:  Agreeably  to  an  order  and  resolve  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  lately  sent  me,  I  this  morning,  with  Major 
Deare,  went  to  Governour  Franklin,  and  desired  him  to 
comply  with  the  order  of  Congress,  and  sign  the  parole  sent 
me,  which  he  absolutely  refused  to  do,  and  forbade  me,  at  ray 
peril,  to  carry  the  order  into  execution.  We  then  left  the 
Governour's  house,  and  ordered  a  company  of  Militia,  which 
were  in  readiness  to  attend,  and  have  placed  a  guard  of  about 
sixty  men  at  and  around  his  house.  I  expect  he  will  persist 
in  refusing  to  comply,  and  therefore  send  this  per  express, 
and  beg  the  further  directions  of  the  Congress  respecting 
this  matter  as  soon  as  possible,  by  return  of  the  bearer,  and 
shall  act  accordingly. 

"  I  am,  in  great  haste,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"Nathaniel  Heard. 

"Amboy,  June  17,  1776." 

Ordered,  unanimously,  That  a  copy  of  the  following 


Letter  be  signed  by  the  President,  and  sent   to  Colonel 
Heard : 

Sir  :  It  is  the  desire  of  Congress,  that  you  immediately 
bring  William  Franklin,  Esquire,  to  this  place,  under  such 
guard  as  you  may  think  sufficient. 

Ordered,  unanimously.  That  a  copy  of  the  following  Let- 
ter be  signed  by  the  President,  and  sent  to  the  Honourable 
John  Hancock,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress : 

Sir  :  Our  Colony  has  of  late  been  alarmed  with  sundry 
attempts  of  disaffected  persons  to  create  disturbances.  The 
Proclamation  of  Mr.  Franklin,  our  late  Governour,  for  call- 
ing together  the  Assembly,  is  one  of  these  which  we  have 
thought  deserving  the  most  serious  attention.  Enclosed  we 
have  sent  a  copy  of  certain  resolves,  which  we  have  thought 
necessary  to  pass  on  the  occasion,  together  with  a  copy  of 
our  instructions  to  Colonel  Heard. 

We  this  minute  received  by  express  from  Colonel  Heard, 
a  letter,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  We  have  ordered 
down  to  this  place  Mr.  Franklin  under  guard  ;  and  now  beg 
leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Congress,  whether 
it  would  not  be  for  the  general  good  of  the  linked  Colonies, 
that  Mr.  Franklin  should  be  removed  to  some  other  Colony : 
Congress  will  easily  conceive  the  reasons  of  this  application ; 
as  Mr.  Franklin,  we  presume,  would  be  capable  of  doing 
less  mischief  in  Connecticut  or  Pennsylvania  than  in  New- 
Jersey.  Whatever  advice  Congress  may  think  proper  to  give 
us,  we  shall  be  glad  to  receive ;  and  would  further  intimate, 
that  the  countenance  and  approbation  of  the  Continental 
Congress  would  satisfy  some  persons,  who  might  otherwise 
be  disposed  to  blame  us. 

The  enclosed  printed  papers  will  show  what  steps  we 
have  taken  with  respect  to  the  Militia. 

Ordered,  That  Cornelius  Blanchard  be  Brigade-Major 
for  the  Eastern  Division  o( New-Jersey,  and  be  commission- 
ed accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  immediately  purchase 
one  or  more  Ammunition- Wagons  for  the  use  of  each  of  the 
Artillery  Companies  of  this  Colony. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Memorial  from  the  County  Committee  of  Hunterdon,  re- 
specting certain  disaffected  persons  in  that  County;  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  considering  the  Memorial 
of  Colonel  David  Brearley,  he. 

Henry  Hand,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Battalion 
of  Cape-May,  having  resigned  his  commission, 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Eli  Eldridge,  Esq.,  First  Major  of  the  same  Battalion, 
having  resigned  his  commission, 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Thomas  Learning,  Esq.,  Adjutant  of  the  same  Battalion, 
having  resigned  his  commission, 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Pursuant  to  a  Certificate  of  Election, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  persons  be  commissioned  as 
Officers  in  a  Company  of  Light  Infantry,  in  the  Township  of 
Middletown,  County  of  Monmouth,  to  wit :  John  Burrowes, 
Jun.,  Captain,  Jonathan  Forman  First  Lieutenant,  James 
Wliitlock  Second  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Carhart  Third  Lieu- 
tenant. 

The  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  Hunterdon  Coun- 
ty, praying  the  election  of  John  Allen,  Esq.,  for  certain  rea- 
sons, to  be  vacated,  Stc;  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  question,  whether  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petition 
be  granted  ?    It  passed  in  the  negative. 

James  Mott,  Second  Major  of  the  Second  Battalion  of 
foot  Militia,  in  Monmouth  County,  having  resigned  his  com- 
mission, 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  19,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  Certificate  of  Election, 
Ordered,  That  William  Tucker  be  Captain,  John  Fitch 
First  Lieutenant,  Laiah  Yard  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Joseph 
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Clunn  Ensign,  of  a  Company  in  Trenton,  in  tiie  County  of 
Hunterdon,  whereof  Isaac  Smith,  Esq.,  is  Colonel. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of 
Shrewshunj,  in  Monmouth  County,  praying  that  no  new 
mode  of  Government  may  be  established ;  that  the  present 
may  continue,  as  being  sufficient  for  the  exigency  of  our 
affairs ;  and  that  no  measures  may  be  adopted  that  tend  to 
separate  tliis  Colony  from  Great  Britain;  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  from  the  South  Ward  of  New-Brunswick, 
praying  that  a  new  Government  be  established,  and  that  a 
speedy  and  absolute  independence  upon  Great  Britain  be 
proclaimed,  &.C.;  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Tewlcesbury  and  Rea- 
dingtown,  in  Hunterdon  County,  praying  that  the  bounty 
offered  by  a  late  Resolve  of  this  Congress,  in  order  to  induce 
the  Militia  to  turn  out,  may  be  augmented ;  read,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  of  the  North  Ward  of  the  City  of  Perih- 
Amboy,  having  transmitted  to  this  Congress  an  appraise- 
ment of  Arms,  taken  from  the  non-Associators  within  their 
bounds : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  filed. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Memorials 
and  Representations  respecting  certain  disaffected  persons 
in  the  Counties  o{  Monmouth,  Hunterdon,  Bergen,  and  Sus- 
sex, made  Report,  and,  after  sundry  amendments,  the  same 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  Congress  came  to  sundry  Resolutions 
thereupon,  which  are  as  follow,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  County  Committee 
of  Sussex,  to  take  order  with  the  persons  who  have  been 
charged  with  behaving  in  a  disorderly  manner  in  that  Coun- 
ty; and  that  they  be  empowered  to  punish  the  delinquents 
according  as  the  case  may  require,  not  exceeding  fine  and 
imprisonment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Affidavits  transmitted  to  this  Congress 
by  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-  York, 
respecting  a  supposed  defection  in  the  County  o(  Bergen, 
be  transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  that  County;  and  that 
ihey  be  directed  immediately  to  examine  strictly  into  the 
truth  of  the  case,  and  report  their  Proceedings  to  this  Con- 
gress as  speedily  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons :  Richard  Robins 
and  Moses  Ivins,  of  the  County  of  Monmouth,  and  John 
Vaught,  Frederick  Fritz,  George  Updike,  and  William 
Rittenhouse,  of  the  County  of  Hunterdon, — be  required  to 
attend  this  Congress,  on  Tuesday,  the  25th  day  of  this  in- 
stant June,  at  nine  o'clock,  in  the  forenoon,  and  that  the 
President  employ  persons  to  serve  the  summonses- 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Pursuant  to  Certificate  of  Election, 

Ordered,  unanimously,  That  David  Chambers,  Esq.,  be 
Colonel,  Thomas  Lowrey  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Cornelius 
Stout  Second  Major,  of  the  Third  Battalion  of  Foot  Militia 
in  the  County  of  Hunterdon. 

A  Petition  from  part  of  Captain  John  Phillips's  Company, 
in  the  Third  Battalion  of  Hunterdon,  praying  that  the  said 
Company  may  be  joined  to  the  First  Battalion ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Memorial  of  William  Nathaniel  French,  setting  forth, 
that  the  Estate  of  his  father  and  family,  of  whom  he  is  the 
representative,  lies  in  England  and  the  Island  o(  Barba- 
does,  and  lest  the  same  may  be  forfeited,  praying  that  he 
may  be  exempted  from  all  military  calls,  associations,  &.C.; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Whereas  some  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  late  Ordi- 
nance of  the  Provincial  Congress,  directing  a  bounty  of  one 
shilling  a  pound  to  be  paid  for  all  merchantable  Saltpetre 
manufactured  in  this  Province,  should  be  allowed  on  any 
Saltpetre  unless  in  those  cases  where  the  same  was  pur- 
chased by  the  respective  Committees :  For  removing  which 
doubts, 

Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  bounty  be  paid  for  all  Salt- 
petre manufactured  in  this  Colony,  upon  the  proof  and  un- 
der the  limitations  in  the  said  Ordinance  directed,  whether 
the  same  be  sold  in  this  or  any  other  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Thomas  Ewing  be  appointed  Surgeon 


to  the  Battalion  directed  to  be  raised  in  the  Counties  of  Bur- 
lington, Gloucester,  Cumberland,  and  Salem,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Silas  Newcomb. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  for  the  Company  of 
Artillery  in  West-Jersey,  immediately  purchase  the  following 
articles  for  the  use  of  said  Company,  viz :  Powder,  600 
weight;  Cannon-ball,  500  weight;  Double-headed  and 
Grape-shot,  1,500  weight;  Lead,  600  weight;  Knapsacks 
and  Haversacks,  64  of  each  ;  Intrenching  Tools,  Spades  and 
Shovels,  20 ;  Hoes,  6  ;  2  Worms ;  4  Rammers  and  Sponges  ; 
4  Handspikes,  capped  with  iron ;  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
coarse  Osnaburgs,  or  Crocus,  for  making  up  Cartridges  with 
Grape-shot ;  36  Canisters  for  the  same  purpose ;  600  Tubes, 
ready  filled ;  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Port-fires,  Tube- 
boxes,  and  boxes  for  transportation  of  Cartridges. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Thursday,  June  20,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Pursuant  to  Certificate  of  Election  from  the  Committee 
of  Salem,  prior  to  the  Militia  Ordinance, 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  Dick,  Esq.,  be  Colonel,  Wliitton 
Cripps,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  William  Mecum,  Esq., 
First  Major,  and  Edioard  Hall,  Esq.,  Second  Major,  of  the 
Western  Battalion  of  the  said  County;  and  that  they  be  com- 
missioned accordingly. 

A  Letter  from  President  Hancock,  of  the  19th  instant, 
was  read  ;  together  with  a  Resolve  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, in  the  words  following,  viz : 

"In  Congress,  June  19,  1776. — Resolved,  That  it  be 
recommended  to  the  Convention  of  New- Jersey  to  proceed 
on  the  examination  of  Mr.  Franklin ;  and  if,  upon  such  exa- 
mination, they  shall  be  of  opinion  that  he  should  be  confined, 
to  report  such  opinion  to  this  Congress,  and  then  this  Con- 
gress will  direct  the  place  of  his  confinement,  they  concur- 
ring in  sentiment  with  the  Convention  oi New- Jersey,  that  it 
would  be  improper  to  confine  him  in  that  Colony. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Adjourned  to  six  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Certificate  of  Election  for  Members  of  Congress  for 
the  County  of  Burlington ;  read,  allowed,  and  filed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  21,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of 
Morris,  in  the  County  of  Morris,  praying  that  all  officers  in 
civil  Government  may  be  annually  elected  by  the  people ; 
that  the  fees  of  all  officers  may  be  as  low  as  possible,  &tc.; 
was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  General  Livingston, 
and  inform  him  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress  that  he  would 
take  the  command  of  the  Militia  destined  for  New-  York. 

The  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  having  resolved 
"  That  letters  be  written  to  the  Conventions  of  New-Jersey 
and  New-York,  and  to  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  re- 
commending to  them  to  authorize  the  Commander-in-Chief 
in  the  Colony  of  New-  York  to  call  to  the  assistance  of  that 
Colony,  when  necessity  shall  require  it,  such  of  the  Militia 
of  those  Colonies  as  may  be  necessary,  and  to  afford  him 
such  other  assistance  as  the  situation  of  affairs  may  require ; 
and  that  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  Convention  of 
New-  York  to  empower  the  said  Commander-in-Chief  to  im- 
press carriages  and  water-craft,  when  necessary,  for  the  pub- 
lick  service ;  and  also  to  remove  ships  and  other  vessels  in 
Hudson's  and  the  East  Rivers,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
them  from  the  enemy:" 

This  Congress,  sensible  of  the  importance  of  securing 
New-York  against  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  cut  off  the 
communication  between  the  Eastern  and  Southern  Colonies  ; 
and  although  they  have  directed  the  immediate  raising  of  five 
Battalions  to  join  the  Continental  Army  for  that  purpose ; 
yet,  as  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  number  of  the  enemy, 
they  are  of  opinion  that,  in  the  present  uncertain  state  of 
publick  affairs,  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  ought,  in  cases 
of  extraordinary  danger,  to  give  all  the  occasional  assistance 
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in  their  [wwer,  espocially  as  ilie  fato  of  America  may  per- 
haps depend  upon  the  issue  of  this  summer's  campaign  : 

Do  Resolve,  That  in  case  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Continental  foi-ces  at  New-  York,  upon  the  arrival  of 
British  troops,  shall  stand  in  need  of  the  aid  of  the  Militia 
of  this  Colony,  that  he  be  authorized  to  call  for  the  same, 
by  applying  to  one  of  the  Brigadiers-General  or  the  Colo- 
nels of  Mihtia.  And  the  said  Militia,  upon  such  request, 
are  desired  immediately  to  march  to  the  defence  of  the  parts 
invaded,  or  threatened  with  an  immediate  invasion.  And 
all  such  of  the  Militia  as,  upn  the  requisition  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, shall  march  to  the  defence  of  any  place  in 
danger,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay  and  subsistence  as 
are  allowed  to  the  Continental  forces,  and  shall  not  be  de- 
tained in  such  service  more  than  one  month  from  the  time  of 
their  marching.  This  Congress,  from  experience  of  the  zeal 
and  alacrity  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  to  step  forward 
for  the  defence  of  America  on  all  fomier  occasions,  are  per- 
suaded that  this  request  from  their  Representatives,  arising 
from  pure  necessity,  will  be  most  cheerfully  complied  with, 
and  the  honour  and  safety  of  the  Colony  thereby  main- 
tained. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  Resolution  be  trans- 
mitted to  General  Washington;  and  that  the  same  be  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers. 

Ordered,  unanimously,  That  Doctor  Melnncthon  Freeman 
be  appointed  Surgeon,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Stockton  Surgeon's 
Rlate,  to  the  Battalion  directed  to  be  raised  in  the  Counties 
of  Middlesex  and  Monmouth. 

A  Petition  from  John  Reynolds  and  George  Riche,  Paper- 
makers  in  Germaniotvn,  Pennsylvania,  setting  forth,  that  they 
designed  to  carry  on  their  trade  in  this  Colony,  and  praying 
that  this  Congress  would  encourage  the  same ;  read,  and 
ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Bur- 
lington, setting  forth,  that  great  expense  will  necessarily  at- 
tend recruiting  the  men  directed  to  be  raised  by  an  Ordi- 
nance of  the  14th  instant ;  and  praying  that  the  men  may 
be  subsisted  and  paid  from  the  time  of  inlistment ;  read,  and 
ordered  a  second  reading. 

William  Franklin,  Esq.,  late  Govemour  of  this  Province, 
having  been  brought  before  this  Congress,  pursuant  to  an 
order  for  that  purpose,  to  be  examined  touching  such  parts 
of  his  conduct  as  were  deemed  inimical  to  the  liberties  of 
America,  Mr.  Franklin  refused  to  answer  the  questions  put 
to  him,  denying  the  authority  of  this  body,  which  he  alleged 
had  usurped  the  King's  Government  in  this  Province. 

As  the  said  William  Franklin,  by  this  and  his  former  con- 
duct, in  many  instances,  appears  to  be  a  virulent  enemy  to 
this  country,  and  a  person  that  may  prove  dangerous ;  there- 
fore, it  is 

Unanimously  Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Franklin 
be  confined  in  such  place  and  manner  as  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress  shall  direct. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, enclosing  the  above  Resolves  and  the  questions  that 
were  put  to  Mr.  Franklin. 

Resolved,  That  Lieutenant-Colonel  J9owc«7?carf  keep  under 
safe  guard  the  person  of  William  Franklin,  Esquire,  until  the 
further  order  of  this  Congress ;  and  that  the  President  sign  an 
order  for  this  purpose. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  Burlington  Coun- 
ty, setting  forth,  that  great  expense  will  necessarily  attend 
the  recruiting  the  men  directed  to  be  raised  by  an  Ordinance 
of  the  14th  instant;  and  praying  that  the  men  may  be  sub- 
sisted and  paid  from  the  timcof  inlistment,  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Ellis,  and  Mr.  Symmes. 

Four  Petitions  from  the  Township  of  Middlctown  and 
Shreivsbury,  in  the  County  of  Monmouth,  praying  that  the 
Government  of  the  Province  of  New-Jersey  may  not  be 
changed,  &c.,  read. 

Two  Petitions  from  the  Township  of  Freehold,  in  the 
County  of  iVioH»iou<A,  praying  that  this  Congress  will  im- 
mediately establish  such  mode  of  Government  as  shall  be 
equal  to  the  present  exigencies  of  this  Colony,  and  fully 
coincide  with  the  Resolve  of  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  of  the  15th  oi  May  last;  were  read. 


Pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congi-ess  went  into 
the  consideration  of  the  propriety  of  forming  a  Government, 
ike. 

Resolved,  That  a  Government  be  formed  for  regulating 
the  internal  police  of  this  Colony,  pursuant  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  l.'jth  of  May 
last. 

On  the  question,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

TEAS. 


Mr.  A.  Clark, 
Ogden, 
Camp, 
Drummond, 
('ondicl, 
Drake, 
Cook, 
Woodhull, 
Green, 

Frelinghuysen, 
Patcrson, 
Dr.  Witherspoon, 
Hnrdenbergli, 
Linn, 
Hart, 
Mehelm, 
Covenhovcn, 
Joseph  Holmes, 


Mr.  Mott,  Mr.  Dunn, 

Josiah  Holmes,  Sergeant, 

Sparks,  Combs, 

Cooper,  Van  Boskirk, 

Elijah  Clark,  Shaver, 

Hugg,  Potts, 

Ellis,  Van  Campen, 

Elmer,  Symmes, 

Ayers,  Sinnicl;son, 

Harris,  Holme, 

Bowen,  Shinn, 


Hughes, 

Hand, 

licaming. 

Savage, 

Hathorn, 

Dr.  Bloomfield, 

Welherill, 


Cripps, 

Dick, 

Talhnan, 

Reynolds, 

Fennimore, 

Read, 

Shreve. 


NAYS. 

Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Brown. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Saturday,  June  23,  17T6. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Upon  the  question,  Whether  one  or  more  Dt;legates  shall 
be  a  sufficient  number  to  represent  this  Colony  in  Conti- 
nental Congress  ?  It  passed  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows, 
viz: 

FOR  ONE. 


Mr.  A.  Clark, 

Mr.  Shaver, 

Mr.  Dunn, 

Ogden, 

Potts, 

Dr.  Wetherill, 

Camp, 
Condict, 

Van  Campen, 
Mehelm, 

Sergeant, 
Combs, 

Drake, 

Covcnhoven, 

Van  Boskirk, 

Cook, 

E.  Clark, 

Quackenbush, 

Woodhull, 
Green, 

Hugg, 

Ellis, 

Symmes, 
John  Holme, 

Frelinghuysen, 

Hughes, 

Shinn, 

Paterson, 

Dr.  Witherspoon, 

Hardenbergh, 

Linn, 

Hand, 
Learning, 
Savage, 
Hathorn, 

Cripps, 
Dick, 
Reynolds, 
Shreve. 

Brown, 

Bloomfield, 

FOK    MORE. 

Mr.  Drummond,  Mr.  Mott,  Mr.  Bowen, 
Dickenson,                     Josiah  Holmes,  Post, 

Hart,  Cooper,  Sinnickson, 

Taylor,  Elmer,  Tallman, 

Joseph  Holmes,  Harris,  Read. 

Resolved,  That  five  persons  be  elected  to  represent  this 
Colony  in  Continental  Congress,  to  serve  for  one  year,  unless 
a  new  appointment  be  made  before  that  time,  any  one  of 
whom  shall  have  power  to  vote. 

Mr.  Sergeant  having  resigned  his  appointment  as  a  Dele- 
gate in  the  Continental  Congress, 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Delegates  to 
represent  this  Colony  in  Continental  Congress,  when  Rich- 
ard Stockton,  Abraham  Clark,  John  Hart,  Francis  Hopkin- 
son,  Esquires,  and  Dr.  John  Witherspoon,  were  elected  by 
ballot  to  serve  for  one  year,  unless  a  new  appointment  be 
made  before  that  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Instructions  be  given  to  the 

Delegates  so  elected,  viz  : 

To  Richard  Stockton,  Abraha.m  Clark,  John  Hart, 
Francis  Hopkinson,  Esquires,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Witherspoon,  Delegates  appointed  to  represent  the  Co- 
lony of  New-Jersey  in  Continental  Congress. 

The  Congress  empower  and  direct  you,  in  the  name  of 
this  Colony,  to  join  with  the  Delegates  of  the  other  Colonies 
in  Continental  Congress,  in  the  most  vigorous  measures  for 
supporting  the  just  rights  and  liberties  of  .America.  And,  if 
you  shall  judge  it  necessary  and  expedient  for  this  purpose, 
we  empower  you  to  join  with  them  in  declaring  the  United 
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Colonies  independent  of  Great  Britain,  entering  into  a  Con- 
federacy lor  union  and  common  defence,  making  treaties 
witli  foreign  nations  for  commerce  and  assistance,  and  to 
taice  sue!)  otlier  measures  as  to  them  and  you  may  appear 
necessary  for  tliese  great  ends,  promising  to  support  them 
with  the  whole  force  of  this  Province  ;  always  observing,  that 
whatever  plan  of  Confederacy  you  enter  into,  the  regulating 
the  internal  police  of  this  Province  is  to  be  reserved  to  the 
Colony  Legislature. 

Ordered,  That  ELenezer  Howell,  of  the  County  of  Salem, 
be  commissioned  as  Major  of  the  Battalion  commanded  by 
Colonel  Newcomb. 

A  Petition  from  the  County  Committee  oi  Monmouth ; 
read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  from  Stafford  Township,  in  Monmouth  Coun- 
ty; read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  fiom  Charles Loveland ;  read,  filed,  and  order- 
ed a  second  reading. 

Two  Petitions  from  the  Township  of  Woodbridge;  read, 
filed,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Colonel  Borden's  Account  for  the  paying  o( Robert  Qidg- 
lerfs  Company;  read,  filed,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Adjourned  to  two  o'clock,  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  June  24, 1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Two  Petitions  from  the  Townships  of  Middletown  and 
Freehold,  in  the  County  oi Monmouth,  praying  that  this  Con- 
gress would  immediately  establish  such  mode  of  Government 
as  shall  be  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  this  Colony,  and  fully 
coincide  with  the  Resolve  of  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  of  the  1.5th  of  May  last ;  read,  and  ordered  a  second 
reading. 

A  Letter  from  the  County  Committee  of  Monmouth,  en- 
closing an  Association  signed  by  certain  disaffected  persons ; 
read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

A  Representation  of  the  County  Committee  of  Monmouth, 
giving  a  detail  of  Colonel  Forman  and  the  Minute-men's 
seizing  several  disaffected  persons  in  that  County  without 
the  express  command  of  the  Committee,  though  approved 
by  them  afterwards ;  accompanied  with  an  account  of  the 
expense  attending  tht  seizure  of  said  persons ;  read,  and 
ordered  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Green,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Sergeant, 
Mr.  Ogden,  Mr.  Elmer,  Mr.  Hughes,  Mr.  Covenhoven,  Mr. 
Symmes,  Mr.  Condict,  and  Mr.  Dick,  be  a  Committee  to 
prepare  the  draft  of  a  Constitution. 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  OJceson,  charged  with  supplying 
the  British  Men-of-War  with  Provisions,  be  committed  to  the 
common  Jail  oi  Burlington  Counly. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  June  25,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Continental  Congress  having  resolved,  "That  Jfil- 
liam  Franklin,  Esquire,  be  sent  under  guard  to  Governour 
Trumbull,  of  Connecticut,  who  is  desired  to  take  his  parole  ; 
and  if  Mr.  Franklin  refuse  to  give  his  parole,  that  Governour 
Trumbull  be  desired  to  treat  him  agreeable  to  the  Resolu- 
tions of  Congress  respecting  Prisoners:" 

Resolved,  That  the  President  do  issue  orders,  and  take 
such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  the  above  Re- 
solve into  execution. 

Brigadier-General  Livingston  having,  by  letter,  informed 
'  this  Congress  that  he  could  not,  for  reasons  therein  mention- 
ed, accept  the  command  of  the  Militia  destined  for  JSew- 
York: 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Nathaniel  Heard  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  appointed  Brigadier-General  of  the  said  forces. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  from 
Burlington,  praying  that  the  men  raised  in  order  to  reinforce 
the  Army  at  New-  York,  may  be  subsisted  and  paid  from  the 
time  of  inlistment,  made  Report ;  which  was  read,  and  order- 
ed a  second  reading. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Memorial  of  Colonel  Stephen  Hunt,  setting  forth  that 


several  difficulties  have  arisen  in  raising  the  new  levies,  &tc.; 
read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Representation  of  Richard  Robins  and  Moses  Ivins,  con- 
taining reasons  for  their  relijsing  to  obey  the  summons  of 
this  House ;  read. 

The  Congress  took  under  consideration  the  Memorial  of 
Colonel  Hunt ;  and  also  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Petition  from  Burlington  County, 
&c.;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  came  to  the  follow- 
ing determination : 

Whereas,  by  a  late  Ordinance  of  this  Congress,  for  the 
raising  of  three  thousand  three  hundred  of  the  Militia  to 
reinforce  the  Army  at  New-  York,  no  provision  was  made 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  said  Militia  from  the  time  of  inlist- 
ment to  the  time  of  marching ;  and  w  hereas  it  is  highly 
reasonable  that  some  provision  should  be  made  therefor : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  every  commissioned  Offi- 
cer be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  shillings  a  week  for  his 
subsistence  from  the  time  he  begins  to  recruit  to  the  time 
he  begins  to  march  to  the  place  of  general  rendezvous  ;  and 
that  every  non-commissioned  Officer  and  Private  be  allow- 
ed at  the  rate  of  seven  shillings  and  six  pence  a  week  for 
his  subsistence,  computing  from  the  time  of  his  inlistment 
to  the  time  of  his  marching  for  the  place  of  destination  or 
general  rendezvous. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  June  26,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  it  appears,  from  undoubted  intelligence,  that 
there  are  sevei'al  Insurgents  in  the  County  o^  Monmouth, 
who  take  every  measure  in  their' power  to  contravene  the 
Regulations  of  Congress,  and  to  oppose  the  cause  of  Ame- 
rican freedom ;  and  as  it  is  highly  necessary  that  an  imme- 
diate check  be  given  to  so  daring  a  spirit  of  disaffection : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  Colonel  Charles 
Read  take  to  his  aid  two  Companies  of  the  Militia  of  the 
County  of  Burlington,  properly  officered  and  armed,  and 
proceed  without  delay  to  the  Connly  of  Monmouth,  in  order 
to  apprehend  such  Insurgents  and  disafliected  pei-sons  in  said 
County  as  this  Congress  shall  give  in  direction  to  Colonel 
Read. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  Colonel  Read  take,  if  ne- 
cessary, to  his  assistance  the  Militia  of  Monmouth. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  such  Officers  and  Militia 
as  engage  in  this  service  shall  receive  the  like  pay  as  the 
Continental  Troops. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  said  Militia  furnish  them- 
selves with  Provisions,  and  that  this  Congress  will  order  pay- 
ment therefor. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Directions,  signed  by  the 
President,  be  given  to  Colonel  Read. 

Colonel  Charlks  Read: 

You  are  hereby  ordered  to  apprehend  Richard  Robins 
and  Moses  Ivins,  and  to  deliver  them  unto  the  keeper  of 
the  common  Jail  of  the  County  of  Gloucester,  who  is  hereby 
commanded  to  keep  said  persons  in  close  and  safe  confine- 
ment, until  tliis  Congress,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  shall  take 
further  order  therein  ;  and  you  are  also  to  apprehend  An- 
thony Woodward,  Jun.,  Joseph  Grover,  Guisebert  Guise- 
bertson,  and  Thomas  Lewis  Woodward,  and  bring  them 
before  this  Congress,  or,  during  their  recess,  the  Committee 
of  Safety. 

Whereas  it  appears,  from  authentick  information,  that 
certain  disaffected  persons  in  the  County  of  Hunterdon 
have  confederated  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  measures 
of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses,  and  have 
even  proceeded  to  acts  of  open  and  daring  violence ;  have 
plundered  and  robbed  the  house  of  Captain  Jones ;  have 
beaten,  wounded,  and  otherwise  abused  the  friends  of  free- 
dom in  said  County,  and  now  publickly  declare,  that  they  ^ 
will  take  up  arms  and  engage  in  behalf  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  the  avowed  and  implacable  enemy  of  the 
United  Colonies:  In  order  to  put  an  effectual  stop  to  a 
combination  so  hostile  and  dangerous : 

It  is  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ten  Eick  and  Major  Berry  take  to  their  aid  such  a  number 
of  the  Militia,  properly  officered  and  armed,  of  the  Counties 
of  Hunterdon  and  Somerset,  as  they  may  think  necessary, 
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and  proceed,  without  delay,  to  tlie  said  County  of  Ilunter- 
don,  in  order  to  ap|)rehend  such  Insurgents  and  disaffected 
persons  as  this  Congress  shall  direct. 

Resolved,  tinanimoiislt/,  That  such  Officers  and  Militia 
as  engage  in  this  service  shall  receive  the  like  pay  as  the 
Continental  Ti-oops. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  said  Militia  furnish  them- 
selves with  Provisions,  and  that  this  Congress  will  order  pay- 
ment therefor. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Directions,  signed  by  the 
President,  be  sent  to  Colonel  Ten  Eick : 

Colonel  Abraham  Ten  Eick  : 

Your  are  hereby  ordered  to  apprehend  John  Vmight,  Jo- 
seph Lee,  Thomas  Stvindle,  George  Cyphers,  Jun.,  Peter 
Cyphers,  John  Day,  JVilliam  Hunt,  Jun.,  Jonathan  Hunt, 
John  Hunt,  John  iSeal,  Jun.,  Herman  Millham,  Christopher 
Vaught,  James  MacCord,  George  Casner,  Thomas  Buskirk, 
Frederick  Frittz,  Peter  Ahgar,  Daniel  Hunt,  George  Up- 
dike, John  Horpetice,  Philip  Forker,  Christopher  Dilts, 
Bartholomew  Thatcher,  Samuel  Slater,  Edward  Taylor, 
and  John  Taylor,  all  of  whom  you  are  to  keep  under  strong 
guard,  and  to  bring  before  this  Congress,  or  Committee  of 
Safety,  or,  during  their  recess,  to  deliver  them  to  the  keeper 
of  the  common  Jail  of  Trenton,  who  is  hereby  commanded 
to  keep  thera  in  close  and  safe  confinement,  until  this  Con- 
gress, or  Committee  of  Safety,  shall  take  further  orders 
therein. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draft  a  Constitution,  &.c., 
reported  a  draft  accordingly;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  WoodhuU,  Dr.  Bloom- 
field,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Holmes,  be  a  Committee  to  examine 
and  report  all  publick  Accounts. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  the  Western  Com- 
missioners, and  desire  them  to  deliver  half  a  hundred  weight 
of  Gunpowder  to  Colonel  Johnston. 

A  Petition  from  the  Town  Committees  of  Galloway  and 
Great  Egg-Harbour,  praying  that  the  surplus  of  the  money 
arising  from  the  sate  of  goods  saved  in  a  transport  which 
was  stranded  on  the  coast,  may  be  appropriated  towards 
equipping  such  persons  within  their  bounds  as  are  unable  to 
equip  themselves ;  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Philip  Vickers  Fithian  be  Chaplain 
to  the  Battalion  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Newcomb, 
and  to  the  Battalion  to  be  raised  in  the  Counties  of  Middle- 
sex and  Monmouth,  which  are  destined  for  New-York. 

The  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of 
Monmouth,  praying  that  none  of  the  Militia  may  be  taken 
out  of  that  County,  as  it  lies  so  exposed  to  hostile  invasions, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Company  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Stillwell,  which  was  directed  by  the  late  Committee 
of  Safety  to  guard  the  coast  of  this  Colony  near  Sandy- 
Hook,  be  continued  until  the  further  order  of  tnis  Convention 
or  Committee  of  Safety.  If  it  be  inconvenient  for  any  of 
the  Company  to  continue  in  the  said  employment.  Captain 
Stillwell  is  hereby  empowered  to  supply  such  deficiency  by 
inlistment. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  George  Taylor  be  Commissary 
for  the  said  Company. 

A  Petition  from  Thomas  Okeson,  now  confined  in  Bur- 
lington Jail,  for  corresponding  with  the  enemy,  praying  that 
he  may  be  released ;  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Thursday,  June  27,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Memorial  from  Azariah  Dunham,  Esq.,  requesting 
the  appointment  of  Commissary  and  Paymaster  for  the 
Troops  to  be  raised  in  this  Province  for  the  Continental  ser- 
vice ;  read  the  second  time.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  recommend  Mr.  Dunham 
as  Commissary  for  the  new  levies  raising  in  this  Colony  to 
reinforce  the  Army  at  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Roivland  Chambers  be  recommended 


by  this  Congress  to  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  as 
a  proper  person  to  be  Paymaster  of  the  said  levies. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tiie 
Whole,  and,  Mr.  Covenhovcn  being  in  the  chair,  took  under 
consideration  the  draft  of  a  Constitution,  he. 

The  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Covenhoven, 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made  report  that  they 
have  made  some  progress  in  the  matters  to  them  referred, 
and  pray  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress  oi  New- York, 
enclosing  an  extract  from  their  Minutes,  was  received  and 
read. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and,  Mr.  Covenhoven  being  in  the  chair,  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  draft  of  a  Constitution. 

The  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Covenhoven, 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made  report  that  they 
have  made  some  further  progress  in  the  matters  to  them 
referred,  and  desire  leave  to  sit  again. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Friday,  June  28,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  of  G/ouce«<er, 
appointed  to  raise  men  for  the  Continental  service  to  rein- 
force the  Troops  now  in  New-  York,  setting  forth  that  fifteen 
shillings  a  week  is  not  sufficient  to  defray  their  expenses  in 
inlisting  said  men,  and  requesting  that  this  Congress  would 
make  such  further  allowance  as  may  be  reasonable  and  ne- 
cessary; was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Two  Petitions  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Township 
oi  Upper  Freehold,  in  the  County  of  3/onmou/A,  praying 
that  this  Congress  would  immediately  establish  such  mode 
of  Government  as  shall  be  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  this 
Colony,  and  fully  coincide  with  the  Resolve  of  the  honour- 
able Continental  Congress  of  the  15th  of iVioy last;  read, and 
ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  several  Petitions  for  and  against  the  establishment 
of  a  Government;  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  President  resumed  the  chair,  when  Mr.  Covenhoven, 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made  report  that  they 
had  not  yet  come  to  any  Resolutions,  and  desired  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Andrew  Hunter  be  Chaplain  to  the 
three  Battalions  now  raising  in  this  Colony,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonels  Van  Cortland,  Martin,  and  Hunt,  destined 
to  reinforce  the  Army  at  New-York. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Covenhoven, 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  made  report  that  they 
had  not  yet  come  to  any  Resolutions,  and  desired  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Pursuant  to  a  Certificate  of  Election, 

Ordered,  That  Elliot  Howell  be  Second  Lieutenant  of 
the  Light  Infantry  Company  in  the  first  Battalion  of  Foot 
Militia  in  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  whereof  Isaac  Smith, 
Esquire,  is  Colonel. 

Pursuant  to  a  Certificate  of  Election, 
Ordered,  That  Joseph  Clunn  be  Ensign  of  a  Company 
at  Trenton,  in  the  same  Battalion. 

Adjourned  till  seven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  June  29,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  the  County  Committee  o(  Monmouth, 
setting  forth  that,  in  pursuance  of  a  Resolution  of  the  late 
Congress,  said  Committee  furnished  Colonel  MaxwelVs  Bat- 
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talion  with  fifty  stand  of  Arms,  and  that  it  was  in  their  option 
to  have  them  replaced  or  receive  their  value  in  money,  and 
praying  that  this  Congress  would  order  the  value  of  said 
Arms  to  be  paid  in  money;  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
that  the  Treasurer  pay  the  amount  of  said  Arms  according 
to  the  appraisement. 

jMr.  Josiah  Franklin  Davenport  handed  to  Congress  an 
Account,  in  the  words  following : 

"  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Provincial  Congress,  dated 
Burlington,  June  15,  1776,  delivered  to  Mr.  Daven- 
port. 

"  To  Colonel  Nathaniel  Heard  : 

"  Whatever  expense  may  be  necessary  for  this  service 
will  be  cheerfully  defrayed  by  the  Congress. 

"  Samuel  Tucker,  President. 
"  Colonel  Nathaniel  Heard  to  Josiah  F.  Davenport,  June 

26,  1776,  Dr. 

"  To  boarding  and  lodging  Governour  IVanMw,  his  servant, 

&,c.,  one  week,       -         -         -         -         £3  0  0." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  the  above  Account. 

Two  Memorials,  the  one  from  the  County  Committee  of 
Monmouth,  the  other  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  that 
County,  respecting  certain  disaffected  persons  in  said  County, 
and  requesting  that  this  Congress  would  take  some  decisive 
order  therein ;  were  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  John  Condict  be  Surgeon  to  the  Bat- 
talion directed  to  be  raised  in  the  Counties  of  Bergen,  Essex, 
and  Burlington,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Van  Cort- 
land, destined  to  reinforce  the  Army  at  New-York. 

A  Petition  from  Bichard  Bohins  and  Moses  Ivins,  prayinc 
a  hearing,  confessing  their  faults,  offering  to  make  discove- 
ries, and  praying  a  discharge ;  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  they  attend  immediately. 

After  the  hearing, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  remanded  to  prison. 

A  Letter  from  Adjutant-General  Beed,  informing  that 
General  Howe  is  arrived  at  Sandy-Hook  with  a  consider- 
able force,  and  desiring  immediate  detachments  from  the 
Militia  of  this  Colony,  to  reinforce  the  Army  at  New-York; 
read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Piesident  write  to  Mr.  Beed,  and  in- 
form him  of  the  situation  of  our  levies,  and  the  orders  this 
Congress  have  issued. 

John  Covenhoven,  Esquire,  elected  Vice-President. 

Agreed  that  twenty  of  the  Members  of  this  Congress  be 
a  quorum  or  body  sufficient  to  transact  any  business,  except 
such  as  may  respect  the  formation  of  the  Constitution. 

Certain  advice  being  received  of  the  arrival  of  General 
Howe  at  Sandy-Hook, 

Ordered,  That  all  officers  who  have  inlisted  men  pro- 
perly armed,  under  the  late  Ordinance  for  raising  three 
thousand  three  hundred  men  within  this  Colony,  proceed 
immediately  with  such  numbers  as  they  have  collected,  or 
can  collect,  without  delay,  to  New-York;  assigning  a  due 
proportion  of  officers  to  the  men  that  they  may  be  ready, 
and  leaving  other  officers,  as  occasion  may  require,  to  col- 
lect the  remainder.  All  officers.  Paymasters,  and  others, 
are  required  to  be  diligent  in  their  respective  stations ;  and 
all  the  friends  of  liberty  throughout  the  Colony  are  most 
earnestly  entreated  now  to  exert  themselves  for  the  preser- 
vation of  their  country,  their  lives,  liberties,  and  property. 

This  Congress  do  likewise  earnestly  desire  all  persons  to 
lend  Arms  or  other  necessaries  on  the  present  occasion,  and 
they  may  rest  assured  of  the  publick  faith  to  make  amends 
for  any  loss  or  damage  they  may  incur. 

Ordered,  That  Cornelius  Van  Voorst  be  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  Bichard  Dey  First  Major,  and  John  Mauritius 
Gootchins  Second  Major,  of  the  Battalion  of  Foot  Militia  in 
the  County  of  Bergen, 

Ordered,  That  Charles  Pettit,  Esquire,  be  commanded 
immediately  to  remove  the  publick  Records  and  Papers  in 
his  custody,  from  the  City  of  Perth- Amboy  to  the  City  of 
Burlington. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 
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The  Congress  resoWed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  President  resumed  the  chair. 

Mr.  Sparks,  from  the  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole,  reported, 
that  the  Committee  had  come  to  several  Resolutions,  which 
he  was  ready  to  report. 

Besolved,  That  the  Congress  will  receive  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next;  at  which 
time  every  Member  is  enjoined  to  be  punctual  in  his  attend- 
ance. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Jonathan  Horton  be  Surgeon,  and 
Dr.  David  Ewen  Surgeon's  JMate,  to  the  Battalion  directed 
to  be  raised  in  the  Counties  of  Morris  and  Sussex,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Martin,  destined  to  reinforce  the  x\rmy 
at  New-  York. 

The  Congress  received  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Taylor,  of 
Monmouth,  dated  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  this  day, 
informing  that  nineteen  sail  of  the  enemy's  fleet  lies  at  the 
Hook,  and  forty-five  in  sight ;  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  above  Letter,  and  re- 
questing a  supply  of  Powder. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock.      * 

Sunday,  June  30, 1776. 
A  sufficient  number  of  Members  not  attending,  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Monday,  July  1,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Continental  Congress  having,  upon  request,  furnished 
this  Congress  with  two  tons  of  Powder, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  distributed  in  the  following 
manner : 

Morris,    -    -    .    .  400  Somerset,  -    -    -  400 

Bergen,  ....  400  Essex,      ....  500 

Sussex,    -     -     .     .  400  Monmouth,  -     -     -  700 

Hunterdon,  -     -     -  400  Middlesex,  .     -     -  500 

Burlington,  ...  300  2T0O 

l^QOO 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  by  a  regulation  of  the  late  Congress  the  several 
Committees  in  this  Colony  were  authorized  and  directed  to 
disarm  all  the  non-Associators  and  persons  notoriously  dis- 
affected within  their  bounds ;  and  whereas  it  appears  that 
the  said  regulation  hath  not  been  carried  into  effect  in  some 
parts  of  the  Colony,  and  it  being  absolutely  necessary,  in 
the  present  dangerous  state  of  publick  affairs,  when  arms 
are  much  wanted  for  the  publick  defence,  that  it  should  be 
instantly  executed : 

It  is  therefore  Directed  and  Besolved,  That  the  several 
Colonels  in  this  Colony  do,  without  delay,  proceed  to  dis- 
arm all  such  persons  within  their  Districts  whose  religious 
principles  will  not  permit  them  to  bear  arms ;  and  likewise 
all  such  as  have  hitherto  refused  and  still  do  refuse  to  bear 
arms ;  that  the  arms  so  taken  be  appraised  by  some  indiffe. 
rent  person  or  persons  ;  that  the  said  Colonels  give  vouchers 
for  the  same,  and  that  the  appraisement  and  receipt  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  person  disarmed. 

John  Leonard,  Bichard  Bobins,  Moses  Ivins,  Thomas 
Lewis  Woodward,  and  Ezekiel  Forman,  being  brought  be- 
fore Congress  to  answer  certain  charges  exhibited  against 
them,  did  severally  and  voluntarily  execute  bonds,  in  the 
penalty  of  £500,  conditioned  at  all  times  and  in  all  things 
well  and  faithfully  to  observe,  obey,  keep,  and  perform  all 
Resolves,  Orders,  Ordinances,  and  Regulations  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  and  of  this  Provincial  Congress,  and  to  be 
of  good  behaviour,  and  in  nowise  knowingly  or  willingly  to 
act  inimically  or  unfriendly  to  the  cause  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  July  2,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congress  went  into  the  conside- 
ration of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
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after  some  time  spent  therein,  deferred  tlie  further  conside- 
ration thereof  till  the  afternoon. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  tiiis  Congress,  the  Mili- 
tia of  Monmouth  County  ought,  for  the  present,  to  remain  in 
their  own  County,  excepting  such  part  thereof  as  by  the  late 
Ordinance  of  this  Congress  were  required  to  form  their  pro- 
portion of  the  New-Jersey  Brigade  of  three  thousand  three 
hundred  men. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Henry  Waddell,  Esq.,  Captain  of  a  Grenadier  Company 
in  the  Militia  of  Monmouth,  having,  by  Petition,  prayed  that 
this  Congress  would  accept  a  resignation  of  his  Commission, 
assigning  for  reason  that  he  was  so  frequently  afflicted  with 
the  gout  that  he  was  rendered  incapable  of  doing  the  duty 
of  an  officer. 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Isaac  Smith  be  directed  to  take 
charge  of  Christopher  Vaught,  John  Vaught,  Joseph  Lee, 
Frederick  Frittz,  Thomas  BmJcirk,  Jonathan  Hunt,  Jacob 
Hunt,  Bartholomew  Thatcher,  John  Brady,  John  Horpence, 
Philip  Cool,  Philip  Fanker,  James  Greamcs,  and  Tfilliam 
Thatcher,  disaffected  persons,  apprehended  by  order  of  Con- 
gress, and  to  confine  them  in  the  common  Jail  of  Trenton, 
and  there  to  keep  them  under  guard  until  the  further  order 
of  this  Congress  or  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  which,  after  sundry  amend- 
ments, was  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  Whether  the  draft  of  the  Constitution,* 
formed  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  be 

*  Corulitulion  o/Nsw-JztiasT,  passed  July  3,  1776. 

Whereas  all  the  constitutional  authority  ever  possessed  by  the  Kings  of 
Great  Britain  over  these  Colonies  or  their  other  dominions  was,  by  com- 
pact, derived  from  the  People,  and  held  of  them  for  the  common  interest 
of  the  whole  society : — allegiance  and  protection  are,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  reciprocal  ties,  each  equally  depending  upon  the  other,  and  liable 
to  be  dissolved  by  the  others  being  refused  or  withdrawn :  And  whereas 
George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain,  has  refused  protection  to  the 
good  people  of  these  Colonics,  and,  by  assenting  to  sundry  acts  of  the 
British  Parliament,  attempted  to  subject  them  to  the  absolute  dominion 
of  that  body,  and  has  also  made  war  upon  them  in  the  most  cruel  and 
unnatural  manner,  for  no  other  cause  than  asserting  their  just  rights;  all 
civil  authority  under  him  is  necessarily  at  an  end,  and  a  dissolution  of 
Government  in  each  Colony  has  consequently  taken  place : 

And  whereas,  in  the  present  deplorable  situation  of  these  Colonies,  ex- 
posed to  the  fury  of  a  cruel  and  relentless  enemy,  some  form  of  Govern- 
ment is  absolutely  necessary,  not  only  for  the  preservation  of  good  order, 
but  also  the  more  effectually  to  unite  the  people,  and  enable  them  to  exert 
their  whole  force  in  their  own  necessary  defence ;  and  as  the  honourable 
the  Continental  Congress,  the  supreme  council  of  the  American  Colo- 
nies, has  advised  such  of  the  Colonies  as  have  not  yet  gone  into  the  mea- 
sure to  adopt  for  themselves  respectively  such  Government  as  shall  best 
conduce  to  their  own  happiness  and  safety,  and  the  well-being  of  America 
in  general :  We,  the  Representatives  of  the  Colony  ofA'ew-Jarsei/,  having 
been  elected  by  all  the  Counties  in  the  freest  manner,  and  in  Congress 
assembled,  have,  after  mature  deliberation,  agreed  upon  a  set  of  Charter 
Rights  and  the  form  of  a  Constitution,  in  manner  following,  viz: 

I.  That  the  Government  of  this  Province  shall  be  vested  in  a  Gover- 
nour,  Legislative  Council,  and  General  Assembly. 

II.  That  the  said  Legislative  Council  and  Assembly  shall  be  chosen 
for  the  first  time  on  the  second  Tuesday  oi  Aufftist  next,  the  Members 
whereof  shall  be  the  same  in  number  and  qualifications  as  is  hereinafter 
mentioned,  and  shall  be  and  remain  vested  with  all  the  powers  and  au- 
thority to  be  held  by  any  future  Legislative  Council  and  Assembly  of  this 
Colony  until  the  second  Tuesday  in  October,  which  will  be  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven. 

III.  'I'hat  on  the  said  second  Tuesday  in  October,  yearly  and  every 
year  forever,  (with  the  privilege  of  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  as  occa- 
sion may  require,)  the  Counties  shall  severally  choose  one  person  to  be  a 
Member  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  this  Colony,  who  shall  be,  and 
have  been  for  one  whole  year  next  before  the  election,  an  inhabitant  and 
freeholder  in  the  County  in  which  he  is  chosen,  and  worth  at  least 
jEI,000,  Proclamation  money,  of  real  and  personal  estate  within  the 
same  County ;  that,  at  the  same  time,  each  County  shall  also  choose 
three  Members  of  .\ssembly,  provided  that  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to 
a  seat  in  the  said  Assembly,  unless  he  be,  and  have  been  for  one  whole 
year  next  before  the  election,  an  inhabitant  of  the  County  he  is  to  repre- 
sent, and  worth  j£500.  Proclamation  money,  in  real  and  personal  estate 
in  the  same  County ;  that  on  the  second  Tuesday  next  after  the  day 
of  election  the  Council  and  Assembly  shall  separately  meet,  and  that  the 
consent  of  both  Houses  shall  be  necessary  to  every  law,  provided  that 
seven  shall  be  a  quorum  of  the  Council  for  doing  business,  and  that  no 
law  shall  pass  unless  there  be  a  majority  of  all  the  Representatives  of 
each  body  personally  present  and  agreeing  thereto :  Provided,  al-ways, 
That  if  a  majority  of  the  Representatives  of  this  Province,  in  Council  and 
General  Assembly  convened,  shall  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter  judge 
it  equitable  and  proper  to  add  to  or  diminish  the  number  or  proportion  of 
the  Members  of  the  Assembly  for  any  County  or  Counties  in  this  Colo- 
ny, then  and  in  such  case  the  same  may,  on  the  principles  of  more  equal 


now  confirmed,  or  be  deferred  for  further  consideration,  it 
was  carried  for  confirming  now,  as  follows: 


FOR  NOW. 

Mr. 

Camp, 

Mr. 

Clark, 

Mr. 

Sergeant, 

Cook, 

Hugg, 

Shaver, 

Green, 

Ellis, 

Symnies, 

Mchelm, 

Elmer, 

Shinn, 

Joseph  Holmes, 

Harris, 

Tallman, 

Mott, 

Bowen, 

Reynolds, 

Josiah  Holmes, 

Hand, 

Fennimore, 

Sparks, 

Learning, 

Shreve. 

Cooper, 

Hathorn, 

FOR  DEFERRING. 

Mr. 

Drummond, 

Mr. 

Paterson, 

Mr. 

Hughes, 

Savage, 

Brown, 

Dick, 

Post, 

Cripps, 

Read. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  July  3,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Joseph  Pancoast  be  commissioned  as  Cap- 
tain, Henry  Delatush  First  Lieutenant,  John  Kerlin  Ensign, 
of  a  Company  of  Foot  Militia  in  the  Township  o( Mansfield, 
in  Burlington  County. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Kinney  be  cited  to  appear  be- 
fore this  Congress,  and  answer  for  his  conduct  in  delaying 
the  removal  of  If'tlliam  Franklin,  £^q.,  to  Connecticut. 

Whereas  authentick  information  has  been  received  by  this 
Congress  that  a  number  of  disafTected  persons  have  assem- 
bled in  the  County  o{  Monmouth,  preparing,  by  force  of 
arms,  to  oppose  the  cause  of  American  freedom,  and  to  join 
the  British  Troops  for  the  destruction  of  this  country ;  and 
it  being  highly  necessary  that  immediate  measures  be  taken 
to  subdue  these  dangerous  Insurgents : 

representation,  be  lawfully  done,  anything  in  this  Charter  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding,  so  that  the  whole  number  of  Representatives  in  Assem- 
bly shall  not  at  any  time  be  less  than  thirty-nine. 

IV.  That  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  of  full  age  who  are  worth 
jE50,  Proclamation  money,  clear  estate  in  the  same,  and  have  resided 
within  the  County  in  which  they  claim  a  vote  for  twelve  months  imme- 
diately preceding  the  election,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  Representatives 
in  Council  and  Assembly,  and  also  for  all  other  publick  officers  that  shall 
be  elected  by  the  people  of  the  County  at  large. 

V.  That  the  Assembly,  when  met,  shall  have  power  to  choose  a  Speak- 
er, and  other  their  officers,  to  be  judges  of  the  qualifications  and  election  of 
their  own  Members,  sit  upon  their  own  adjournments,  prepare  bills  to  be 
passed  into  laws,  and  to  empower  their  Speaker  to  convene  them  when- 
ever any  extraordinary  occurrence  shall  render  it  necessary. 

VI.  That  the  Council  shall  also  have  power  to  prepare  bills  to  pass 
into  laws,  and  have  other  like  powers  as  the  Assembly,  and  in  all  respects 
be  a  free  and  independent  branch  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Colony,  save 
only  that  they  shall  not  prepare  or  alter  any  money  bill,  which  shall  be 
the  privilege  of  the  Assembly ;  that  the  Council  shall  from  time  to  time 
be  convened  by  the  Governour  or  Vice-President,  but  must  be  convened 
at  all  times  when  the  Assembly  sits,  for  which  purpose  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  shall  always,  immediately  after  an  adjournment, 
give  notice  to  the  Governour  or  Vice-President  of  the  time  and  place  to 
which  the  House  is  adjourned. 

VII.  That  the  Council  and  Assembly  jointly,  at  their  first  meeting  after 
each  annual  election,  shall,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  elect  some  fit  person 
within  the  Colony  to  be  a  Governour  for  one  year,  who  shall  be  constant 
President  of  the  Council,  and  having  a  casting  vote  in  their  proceedings; 
and  that  the  Council  themselves  shall  choose  a  Vice-President,  who  shall 
act  as  such  in  the  absence  of  the  Governour. 

VIII.  That  the  Governour,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Council,  shall  have  the  supreme  executive  power,  be  Chancellor  of 
the  Colony,  and  act  as  Captain-General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  all 
the  Militia  and  other  military  force  in  this  Colony  ;  and  that  any  three  or 
more  of  the  Council,  shall  at  all  times  be  a  Privy  Council,  to  advise  the 
Governour  in  all  cases  where  he  may  find  it  necessary  to  consult  them, 
and  that  the  Governour  he  Ordinary  or  Surrogate  General. 

IX.  That  the  Governour  and  Council  (seven  whereof  shall  be  a  quo- 
rum) be  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  the  last  resort  in  all  causes  of  law  as 
heretofore ;  and  that  they  possess  the  power  of  granting  pardons  to  crimi- 
nals after  condemnation  in  all  cases  of  treason,  felony,  or  other  offences. 

X.  That  I'aplains  and  all  other  inferior  officers  of  the  Militia  shall  be 
chosen  by  the  Companies  in  the  respective  Counties,  but  Field  and  Ge- 
neral Officers  by  the  Council  and  Assembly. 

XI.  That  the  Council  and  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  make  the 
Great  Seal  of  this  Colony,  which  shall  be  kept  by  the  Governour,  or,  in  his 
absence,  by  the  Vice-President  of  the  Council,  to  be  used  by  them  as  oc- 
casion may  require,  and  it  shall  be  called  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Colony  of 
JVe^o-Jersey. 

XII.  That  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  continue  in  office  for 
seven  years,  the  Judges  of  the  Interior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the 
several  Counties,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Clerks  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
Clerks  of  the  Inferior  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Quarter-Sessions,  the 
Attorney-General  and  Provincial  Secretary,  shall  continue  in  office  for 
five  years,  and  the  Provincial  Treasurer  shall  continue  in  office  for  one 
year,  and  that  they  shall  be  severally  appointed  by  the  Council  and  As- 
sembly in  manner  aforesaid,  and  commissioned  by  the  Governour,  or,  in 
his  absence,  by  the  Vice-President  of  the  Council :  Provided,  always, 
That  the  said  officers  severally  shall  be  capable  of  being  reappointed  at 
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It  is  therefore  unanimously  Resolved,  That  Colonel  Cfiarles 
Read,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Samuel  Forman,  and  Major  Jo- 
seph Haight,  do  take  two  hundred  of  the  Militia  of  Bur- 
lington  County  and  two  hundred  of  the  Militia  oi Monmouth, 
and  proceed,  without  delay,  in  order  to  quell  the  aforesaid 
insurrection,  and  to  disarm  and  take  prisoners  whomsoever 
they  shall  find  assembled  with  intent  to  oppose  the  friends  of 
American  freedom  ;  which  prisoners  so  taken  they  sliall  forth- 
with bring  before  this  Congress,  and  the  said  officers  are 
empowered  to  take  such  measures  as  they  shall  think  neces- 
sary for  this  service. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  the  question.  Whether  the  draft  of  the  Constitution  be 
now  printed,  or  the  printing  thereof  be  deferred  for  a  few 
days,  in  order  to  reconsider,  in  a  full  House,  the  propriety  of 
the  last  clause  in  the  Constitution,  containing  the  proviso 
respecting  reconciliation ;  it  was  carried  as  follows ; 


Mr.  Camp, 

Hardenburgh, 
Joseph  Holmes, 
Mott, 
Sparks, 
Cooper, 


Mr.  Frelinghnysen, 
Paterson, 
Mehelm, 


FOR  PRINTING  NOW. 

Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Shinn, 

Elmer,  Tallman, 

Harris,  Fennimore, 

Bowen,  Shreve, 

Learning,  Covenhoven. 
Shaver, 


FOR  DEFERRING. 

Mr.  Josiah  Holmes, 
Ellis, 
Sergeant, 


Mr.  Symmes, 
Dick. 


Ordered,  That  one  thousand  copies  of  the  draft  of  Char- 
ter Rights  be  immediately  printed  and  dispersed  among  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Colony. 

On  the  application  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 
York, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  empowered  to  apprehend  and 
secure  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  Colony  who  have  re- 
moved into  this,  as  they  may  think  necessary  for  the  publick 
good ;  and  all  persons  within  this  Colony  are  desired  to  aid 
and  assist  in  the  execution  of  such  orders  for  that  purpose  as 
they  may  think  proper  to  make. 

Ordered,  That  Stephen  Crane,  Lewis  Ogden,  and  Caleb 
Camp,  Esquires,  be  a  Secret  Committee  to  correspond  and 
co-operate  with  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Provincial 

the  end  of  the  terms  severally  before  limited ;  and  that  any  of  the  said 
officers  shall  be  liable  to  be  dismissed  when  adjudged  guilty  of  misbeha- 
viour by  the  Council  on  an  impeachment  of  the  Assembly. 

Xni.  That  the  inhabitants  of  each  County,  qualified  to  vole  as  afore- 
said, shall,  at  the  time  and  place  of  electing  their  Representatives,  annually 
elect  one  Sheriff  and  one  or  more  Coroners,  and  that  they  may  re-elect 
the  same  person  to  such  offices  until  he  shall  have  served  three  years,  but 
no  longer;  after  which,  three  years  shall  elapse  before  the  same  person  is 
capable  of  being  elected  again.  When  the  election  is  certified  to  the 
Governour  or  Vice-President,  under  the  hands  of  six  freeholders  of  the 
County  for  which  they  were  elected,  they  shall  be  immediately  commis- 
sioned to  serve  in  their  respective  offices. 

XIV.  That  the  Townships,  at  their  annual  town  meetings  for  electing 
other  officers,  shall  choose  Constables  for  the  Districts  respectively,  and 
also  three  or  more  judicious  freeholders  of  good  character  to  hear  and 
finally  determine  all  appeals  relative  to  unjust  assessments  in  cases  of 
publick  taxation,  which  Commissioners  of  appeal  shall  for  that  purpose 
sit  at  some  suitable  time  or  times  to  be  by  them  appointed  and  made 
known  to  the  people  by  advertisements. 

XV.  That  the  laws  of  this  Colony  shall  begin  in  the  following  style, 
viz ;  He  it  enacted  A5  the  Council  and  General  Assembly  of  this  Colo' 
ny,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  all  com- 
missions granted  by  the  Governour  or  Vice-President  shall  run  thus :  The 
Colony  o/'New-Jkhset,  to  Jl.  Ji.,  &c.,  greeting.  And  that  all  writs  shall 
likewise  run  in  the  name  of  the  Colony.  And  that  all  indictments  shall 
conclude  in  the  following  manner,  viz :  Against  the  peace  of  this  Colony, 
the  Government,  and  dignity  of  the  same. 

XVI.  That  all  criminals  shall  be  admitted  to  the  same  privileges  of 
witnesses  and  counsel  as  their  prosecutors  are  or  shall  be  entitled  to. 

XVII.  That  the  estates  of  such  persons  as  shall  destroy  their  own 
lives  shall  not  for  that  offence  be  forfeited,  but  shall  descend  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  would  have  done  had  such  persons  died  in  a  natural  way; 
nor  shall  any  article  which  may  occasion  accidentally  the  death  of  any 
one  be  henceforth  deemed  a  deodand,  or  in  anywise  forfeited  on  account 
of  such  misfortune. 

XVIII.  That  no  person  shall  ever  within  this  Colony  be  deprived  of 
the  inestimable  privilege  of  worshipping  Jllmighty  God  in  a  manner 
agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience,  nor  under  any  pretence 
whatsoever  compelled  to  attend  any  place  of  worship  contrary  to  his  own 
faith  and  judgment;  nor  shall  any  person  within  this  Colony  ever  be 
obliged  to  pay  tithes,  taxes,  or  any  other  rates,  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing or  repairing  any  church  or  churches,  place  or  places  of  worship,  or 
for  the  maintenance  of  any  minister  or  ministry,  contrary  to  what  he 
believes  to  be  right,  or  has  deliberately  or  voluntarily  engaged  himself  to 
perform. 

XIX.  That  there  shall  be  no  establishment  of  any  one  religious  sect 
in  this  Province  in  preference  to  another,  and  that  no  Protestant  inhabi- 


Congress  of  New-York;  and  that  the  said  Committee  be 
vested  with  power  to  issue  warrants  and  apprehend  and  con- 
fine such  person  or  persons  as  they  may  think  necessary  for 
the  publick  good. 

The  Petition  from  the  Town  Committee  of  Galloway  and 
Great  I^g-Harhour,  praying  that  the  surplus  of  the  money 
arising  from  the  sale  of  goods  saved  on  board  a  transport 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  which  was  stranded  on  the  Jersey 
coast,  may  be  appropriated  towards  equipping  such  within 
their  bounds,  and  the  bounds  of  Zii«/e  Egg- Harbour,  as  are 
unable  to  equip  themselves;  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Thursday,  July  4,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Petition  from  John  Reynolds  and  George  Riche, 
Paper-makers  in  Germantovm,  Pennsylvania,  setting  forth, 
that  they  designed  to  carry  on  their  trade  in  this  Colony, 
and  praying  that  this  Congress  would  encourage  the  same ; 
read  a  second  time,  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  prevent  a  failure  of  justice,  all 
Judges,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Sheriffs,  Coroners,  and  other 
inferior  officers  of  the  late  Government  within  this  Colony, 
proceed  in  the  execution  of  their  several  offices,  under  the 
authority  of  the  people,  until  the  intended  Legislature,  and 
the  several  officers  of  the  new  Government  be  setded  and 
perfected,  having  respect  to  the  present  Constitution  of  jfVew- 
Jersey,  as  by  the  Congress  of  late  ordained,  and  the  orders 
of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses ;  and  that  all 
actions,  suits,  and  processes,  be  continued,  altering  only  the 
style  and  form  thereof  according  to  the  terms  by  the  said 
Constitution  prescribed,  in  the  further  prosecution  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Glouces- 
ter be  continued,  and  they  proceed  to  act  in  all  cases  as 
heretofore  directed,  until  a  new  election. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  this  Congress  has  been  given  to  understand  that 
divers  persons  in  the  County  of  Monmouth  have  imbodied 
themselves  in  opposition  to  the  measures  of  Congress ;  and 

tant  of  this  Colony  shall  be  denied  the  enjoyment  of  any  civil  right  merely 
on  account  of  his  religious  principles,  but  that  all  persons,  professing  a 
belief  in  the  faith  of  any  Protestant  sect,  who  shall  demean  themselves 
peaceably  under  the  Government  as  hereby  established,  shall  be  capable 
of  being  elected  into  any  office  of  profit  or  trust,  or  being  a  member  of 
either  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  shall  fully  and  freely  enjoy  every 
privilege  and  immunity  enjoyed  by  others  their  fellow  subjects. 

XX.  That  the  Legislative  department  of  this  Colony  may  as  much  as 
possible  be  preserved  from  all  suspicion  of  corruption,  none  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  or  other  Courts,  Sheriffs,  or  any  other  person  or  persons 
possessed  of  any  post  of  profit  under  the  Government  other  than  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Assembly,  but  that,  on  his 
being  elected  and  taking  his  seat,  Ms  office  or  post  shall  be  considered  as 
vacant. 

XXI.  That  all  the  laws  of  this  Province,  contained  in  the  edition  lately 
published  by  Mr.  Mi7ison,  shall  be  and  remain  in  full  force  until  altered 
by  the  Legislature  of  this  Colony,  (such  only  excepted  as  are  incompati- 
ble with  this  Charter,)  and  shall  be,  according  as  heretofore,  regarded  in 
all  respects  by  all  civil  officers  and  others  the  good  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince. 

XXII.  That  the  common  law  of  England,  as  well  as  so  much  of  the 
statute  law  as  have  been  heretofore  practised  in  this  Colony,  shall  still  re- 
main in  force  until  they  shall  be  altered  by  a  future  law  of  the  Legislature, 
such  parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and  privileges 
contained  in  this  Charter,  and  that  the  inestimable  right  of  trial  by  jury 
shall  remain  confirmed,  as  a  part  of  the  law  of  this  Colony,  without  repeal, 
forever. 

XXIII.  That  every  person  who  shall  be  elected  as  aforesaid  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Legislative  Council  or  House  of  Assembly  shall,  previous 
to  his  taking  his  seat  in  Council  or  Assembly,  take  the  following  oath  or 
affirmation,  viz :  "  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  declare  that,  as  a  member  of  the 
Legislative  Council  (or  Assembly,  as  the  case  may  be)  of  the  Colony  of 
J\re-w- Jersey,  I  will  not  assent  to  any  law,  vote,  or  proceeding,  which  shall 
appear  to  me  injurious  to  the  pnblick  welfare  of  said  Colony,  nor  that 
shall  annul  or  repeal  that  part  of  the  third  section  in  the  Charter  of  this 
Colony  which  establishes  that  the  elections  of  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council  or  Assembly  shall  be  annual,  nor  that  part  of  the  twenty-second 
section  in  said  Charter  respecting  the  trial  by  jury,  nor  that  shall  annul, 
repeal,  or  alter  any  part  or  parts  of  the  eighteenth  or  nineteenth  sections 
of  the  same."  And  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  elected  as  afore- 
said is  hereby  empowered  to  administer  to  the  said  Members  the  said  oath 
or  affirmation. 

Provided  always,  and  il  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  Congress, 
That  if  a  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  these  Colonies  should 
take  place,  and  the  latter  be  again  taken  under  the  protection  and  Govern- 
ment of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  this  Charter  shall  be  null  and  void, 
otherwise  to  remain  firm  and  inviolable. 
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are  informed  that  numbers  have  expressed  their  willingness 
to  return  to  their  duty  upon  assurances  of  pardon,  alleging 
that  they  have  been  seduced  and  misled  by  the  false  and 
malicious  reports  of  others  : 

It  is  therefore  declared,  That  all  such  persons  as  shall, 
without  delay,  return  peaceably  to  their  homes  and  conform 
to  the  orders  of  Congress,  shall  be  treated  with  lenity  and 
indulgence,  and,  upon  their  good  behaviour,  shall  be  re- 
stored to  the  favour  of  their  country,  provided  that  such 
as  shall  appear  to  have  been  the  leaders  and  principals  in 
those  disorders,  who,  to  their  other  guilt,  have  added  that  of 
seducing  the  weak  and  unwary,  shall  yet  be  treated  accord- 
ing to  their  demerits. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  Trenton,  to-morrow  morning,  ten 
o'clock. 

Trenton,  Friday,  July  5,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Isaac  De  Cow,  Esq.,  having  resigned  his  commission  of 
Second  Major  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Foot  Militia  in  the 
County  of  Hunterdon,  whereof  Isaac  Smith,  Enquire,  is  Co- 
lonel ; 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Joseph  Borden  do  provide  Wa- 
gons, and  every  other  necessary,  to  accommodate  the  Rifle 
Battalion  o(  Pennsylvania,  consisting  of  five  hundred  men, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Broadhead,  in 
their  march  to  Monmouth  County,  the  place  of  their  desti- 
nation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Artillery  Company  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Hugg  be  ordered  to  march  immediately 
with  their  Artillery  to  New- Brunswick,  and  from  thence  to 
such  place  as  General  Livingston  shall  direct. 

Letter  from  John  Dennis,  Esq.,  urging  the  necessity  of 
removing  the  Officers  and  other  Prisoners  of  War  from  the 
publick  places  in  which  they  are  at  present,  as  the  soldiers 
have  been  continually  plotting  with  the  Negroes,  discou- 
raging persons  from  inlisting  in  the  Continental  service,  ridi- 
culing the  Congress,  he. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  immediately  write  to  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the 
Letter  from  Mr.  Dennis,  and  requesting  their  advice  in  what 
manner  to  dispose  of  the  said  Prisoners  of  War. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  made  out  for  the  follow- 
ing persons,  officers  in  the  Battalion  ordered  to  be  raised  in 
the  Counties  of  Somerset  and  Hunterdon,  destined  to  rein- 
force the  Army  at  New-York :  Richard  Stites  Captain, 
Peter  Low  First  Lieutenant,  Derick  Lame  Second  Lieute- 
nant, John  Garrish  Ensign,  Jeremiah  Dunn  First  Lieute- 
nant, William  Cummins  Second  Lieutenant,  David  Smal- 
ley  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  for  the  Western  Division 
do  advance  to  the  Wives  of  fVilliam  Berths, Sergeant  Will- 
son,  and  Hugh  MacLean,  the  sum  of  25s.,  Proclamation 
money,  per  month,  each  ;  which  sum  is  to  be  stopped  out  of 
their  pay  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Brearley. 

Petition  from  the  Township  Committee  of  Piscataway, 
setting  forth,  that  certain  disaffected  persons  had  been  taken 
and  carried  out  of  the  said  Township  before  trial,  and  pray- 
ing that  this  Congress  would  take  some  order  therein,  was 
read;  whereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  General  Heard  on 
the  above  subject. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Saturday,  July  6,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Dick  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  ensuing 
election. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  persons  appointed  Muster- 
Masters  of  the  levies  directed  to  be  raised  by  the  late  Ordi- 
nance of  this  Congress,  pay  the  said  levies  their  subsistence 
pooney. 

Ordered,  That  the  Prisoners  now  in  Jail  on  accouiit  of 


being  disaffected  to  the  cause  of  the  United  Colonies,  be 
brought  to  trial  on  Wednesday  next,  at  three  o'clock,  after- 
noon. 

Resolved,  That  a  number  of  the  Militia  in  the  County  of 
Cape-May,  not  exceeding  five-and-twenty,  commanded  by 
one  commissioned  officer,  be  raised  and  stationed  at  the  Point 
of  Cape-May. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Memucan  Hughes  be  Commissary  and 
Paymaster  of  the  said  detachment  of  Militia. 

It  appearing  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  in  the  present 
dangerous  situation  of  publick  affairs,  that  this  Congress  con- 
tinue sitting;  and  many  Members  having  been  called  away 
by  a  regard  to  their  private  affaii-s  at  this  busy  season  of  the 
year,  others  by  an  attention  to  their  families  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  enemy,  and  some  (we  are  sorry  to  say)  having 
wholly  negle-cted  their  duty  to  the  publick,  by  departing 
without  leave ;  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  such  Members  as  shall  attend  be  empow- 
ered to  transact  any  business  which  may  arise  and  require 
immediate  consideration,  whether  a  sufficient  number  to  con- 
stitute a  quorum  attend  or  not. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joseph  King  be  Adjutant,  and  Mr. 
Joshua  Gordon  Regimental  Quartermaster,  of  the  Battalion 
to  be  raised  in  the  Counties  of  Sussex  and  Morris,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Martin,  destined  to  reinforce  the  Army 
at  New-  York. 

Conjjress  received  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Presi- 
dent  Hancock,  enclosing  the  following  Resolve: 

"  In  Congress,  JuJy  5, 1776. — Resolved,  That  the  Bri- 
tish Officers  and  Soldiers  who  are  Prisoners,  and  now  in  the 
Colony  of  New- Jersey,  be  sent  from  thence  to  the  Town  of 
York,  in  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  that  the  Con- 
vention, or  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Jersey,  be  requested 
to  carry  this  Resolve  into  immediate  execution. 

"  By  order  of  Congress : 

"  John  Hancock,  President." 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolve  of  the  Continental 
Congress  be  forthwith  carried  into  immediate  execution,  and 
that  the  necessary  steps  be  immediately  taken  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  do  take  the  parole  of  honour 
of  Mr.  John  Lawrence,  of  Monmouth  County,  not  to  depart 
the  house  of  Mr.  Rensselaer  Williams ;  and  if  Mr.  Law- 
rence should  refuse  to  give  the  same,  that  the  President 
order  him  to  be  confined  under  such  guard  as  he  may  deem 
necessary. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  on  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  July  8,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  application,  Ordered,  That  the  President  take  the 
parole  of  Mr.  Lawrence  not  to  depart  the  Township  of 
Trenton,  unless  with  leave  of  Congress. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of 
Alexandria,  in  Hunterdon  County,  praying  that  no  Member 
of  Congress  may  hold  any  post  of  profit ;  that  all  publick 
accounts  may  be  fairly  stated  and  put  on  the  Journals  ;  tliat 
the  yeas  and  nays  may  also  be  inserted,  Sic;  read,  and 
ordered  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  send  forward,  without 
delay,  the  Camp-ketdes  by  them  purchased  for  the  use  of 
General  Heard's  Brigade ;  that  the  Commissioners  divide 
them  to  each  Battalion,  according  to  the  directions  of  Ge- 
neral Heard ;  and  that  they  take  receipts  of  the  several 
Regimental  Quartermasters  for  the  number  of  Camp-kettles 
delivered  as  aforesaid. 

Also,  Ordered,  That  they  send  forward  the  Lead,  Flints, 
and  Canteens,  Knapsacks,  Cartridge-paper,  Brushes  and 
Wires,  and  Intrenching  Tools,  by  them  purchased,  to  Ge- 
neral Livingston's  Brigade,  to  be  by  him  disposed  of  as 
necessity  may  require. 

Captain  Charles  Harrison  having  resigned  his  commis- 
sion. 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  draft  for  regula- 


1641 


NEW-JERSEY  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  JULY,  1776. 


1642 


ting  the  ensuing  election,  made  Report ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  second  reading. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'cloclc,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Paterson,  Esquire,  be  Surgeon's 
Mate  to  the  Battalion  directed  to  be  raised  in  the  Counties 
of  Burlington,  Gloucester,  Salem,  and  Cumberland,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Silas  Newcomb. 

The  Memorial  of  Doctor  Thomas  Ewing,  Surgeon  to  the 
Battalion  under  Colonel  Newcomb,  setting  forth  that,  not 
knowing  what  provision  has  been  made  of  Instruments  and 
Medicine  for  the  use  of  the  said  Battalion,  he  had  lain  in, 
for  present  use,  about  £20  worth,  relying  on  the  credit  of 
this  Congress  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  money ;  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Cornelius  Baldwin  be  Surgeon  to 
the  Battalion  directed  to  be  raised  in  the  Counties  of  Hun- 
terdon and  Somerset,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Stephen 
Hunt. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  July  9,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Colonel  Breese  having  resigned  his  commission  of  Colo- 
nel of  the  Third  Battalion  of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Mon- 
mouth, assigning  for  reason  the  great  backwardness  of  the 
people,  himself  so  indifferently  attended  on  field  days,  and 
so  few  ready  to  turn  out,  hiding  themselves  and  deserting 
their  houses  when  called  upon  to  defend  the  shore, 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  Daniel  Hendrickson,  Esq.,  be  Colonel  of 
the  Third  Battalion  of  Foot  Militia  in  the  County  of  Mon- 
mouth. 

Letter  from  General  Livingston,  enclosing  copies  of  Let- 
ters from  General  Washington  and  Major  Duychinck ;  read 
and  filed. 

Letter  from  Lewis  Ogden,  Esq.,  read  and  filed. 

Letter  from  John  Dennis,  Esq.,  read  and  filed. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Symmes  and  Mr.  Sergeant,  appointed  a  Committee 
to  wait  on  Stephen  Skinner,  Esq.,  Captain  Kennedy,  Mr. 
Fairholm,  Ca.pta.m  Turnbull,  Philip  Kearney,  Michael  Kear- 
ney, Dr.  John  Lawrence,  Thomas  Skinner,  Isaac  Bonnell, 
and  William  Hick,  apprehended  and  removed  to  this  place 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  General  Washington,  and  take  their 
parole  not  to  depart  the  Town  of  Trenton,  unless  with  leave 
of  Congress. 

The  above  Committee  make  report  that  they  have  taken 
the  parole  of  the  above  gentlemen,  according  to  order. 

Pursuant  to  order,  John  Lawrence,  Esq.,  appeared  before 
Congress,  and  was  permitted  to  return  home,  on  his  parole 
to  attend  this  House  whenever  called  upon. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  July  10,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Letter  from  Abraham  Clark,  Esq.,  informing  that  four  tons 
of  Powder  were  ordered  to  be  sent  immediately  on  Conti- 
nental account  for  the  use  of  the  Militia  who  march  out  to 
guard  the  Province  until  the  Flying-Camp  is  formed,  or  for 
the  use  of  the  Flying-Camp,  if  not  expended  before  they 
take  the  field ;  read,  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

The  Petition  from  Dr.  John  Hicks,  apprehended  and  re- 
moved to  this  place  pursuant  to  an  order  of  General  Wash- 
ington, setting  forth  that  he  is  a  half-pay  officer ;  is  desirous 
of  saving  his  half-pay,  as  he  has  a  large  family  to  support ; 
that  he  has  not  yet  signed  the  Association,  nor  has  been  ever 
called  upon  for  tbat  purpose ;  but,  seeing  the  necessity  of 
the  Colonies  being  united,  is  determined  that  his  half-pay 
shall  not  be  any  restraint  upon  his  future  conduct;  that  he 
is  ready  to  sign  the  Association,  and  to  act  in  every  respect 
agreeable  to  the  Resolves  of  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress,  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  return,  as 
his  affairs  are  sufl;ering  on  account  of  his  absence ;  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  take  the  parole  of  John 


Richards  and  Dr.  John  Hicks,  apprehended  and  sent  to 
this  place  pureuant  to  an  order  of  General  Washington,  not 
to  depart  the  Town  of  Trenton,  unless  with  leave  of  this 
Congress. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Trenton,  respecting 
Samuel  Henry,  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Resolved,  That  General  Livingston  be  directed  to  ap- 
prehend the  person  of  the  late  Treasurer,  John  Smyth,  Esq., 
and  remove  him,  with  the  publick  money  in  his  hands,  and 
such  of  his  books  and  papers  as  relate  to  the  Treasury,  un- 
der guard,  to  Trenton. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  Franklin  Parker  be  Major  of  the 
Battalion  raised  in  the  Counties  oi  Middlesex  and  Monmouth, 
destined  to  reinforce  the  Army  at  New-York,  in  the  Brigade 
under  General  Heard. 

Jacob  Tice,  Ensign  in  Captain  Burrows' s  Company,  des- 
tined to  reinforce  the  Army  at  New-York,  having  refused  to 
accept  his  appointment, 

Ordered,  That  Jonathan  Holmes  be  Ensign  in  the  said 
Company. 

Ordered,  That  Mark  Thompson,  Esq.,  be  Colonel  of  the 
First  Battalion  of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Sussex. 

Pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  went 
into  the  examination  of  witnesses  in  support  of  the  charges 
exhibited  against  certain  disaffected  persons  apprehended  in 
the  County  of  Hunterdon  by  order  of  Congress.  After  hear- 
ing several  witnesses,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
deferred  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Thursday,  July  11,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  Adjutant-General  Reed,  informing  Con- 
gress that  he  had  in  charge  from  General  Washington  to 
acquaint  this  body  that  it  being  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  prevent  any  communication  or  correspondence  with  the 
enemy,  and  having,  from  many  strong  circumstances,  just 
reason  to  suspect  sundry  persons  about  Amboy  would  avail 
themselves  of  their  situation  to  give  intelligence  and  aid  to 
the  enemy,  he  deemed  it  necessary,  for  the  safety  of  the 
publick,  that  they  should  be  removed  to  places  where  they 
could  have  no  opportunity  of  carrying  such  design  into 
execution  ;  submitting  it  to  the  consideration  of  this  House 
whether  some  general  direction  given  on  this  head  to  the 
Committees,  or  General  Officers,  or  both,  is  not  absolutely 
necessary ;  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  William  Gamble  be  directed  to  ap- 
prehend, and  bring  to  this  place,  Captain  Crow ;  and  that  this 
Congress  will  defray  the  necessary  expense  arising  thereon. 

Congress  resumed  the  examination  of  witnesses  for  and 
against  certain  disaffected  persons  in  the  County  of  Hunter- 
don ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned  the  fur- 
ther examination  till  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Congress  resumed  the  examination  of  witnesses  for  and 
against  certain  disaffected  persons  in  the  County  of  Hunter- 
don ;  and,  having  gone  through  the  same,  deferred  tiie  de- 
termination thereof  until  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Friday,  July  12,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  the  recommendation  of  General  Livingston,  MWiam 
Bott,  Esq.,  is  appointed  Adjutant-General  of  the  Militia  of 
New-Jersey. 

It  appearing  that  opposition  to  tiie  drafts  was  made  in 
Captain  Groenendyck's  Company,  and  George  Updike  and 
John  Horpence  having  attended  before  Congress,  upon  a 
charge  of  being  concerned,  when  no  witnesses  appeared  to 
fix  the  charge  upon  any  individuals, 

It  is  Ordered,  That  the  Township  Committee  of  Kings- 
wood  take  cognizance  of  the  offence  of  the  people  of  that 
Company. 
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Ordered,  That  Lieutenant  Howell,  with  two  Privates,  be 
directed  to  proceed  immediately  to  Burlington,  and  bring 
under  guard  Thomas  Okeson  to  Trenton. 

Upon  the  apphcation  of  Dr.  Beaumont  to  this  Congress 
for  reimbursement  of  his  expenses  in  transporting  his  bag- 
gage, &c.,  and  for  payment  of  his  subsistence, 

''ordered,  That  Dr.  Beaumont  be  informed  that  his  ap- 
plication must  be  made  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Amwell,  in  the 
County  of  Hunterdon,  respecting  a  certain  William  Steel, 
who  has  his  residence  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  but,  being 
in  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  was  apprehended  by  order  of 
the  said  Committee,  being  transmitted  to  this  Congress  and 
read, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Steel  be  forthwith  brought  be- 
fore this  House.  Whereupon  the  said  William  Steel  being 
brought  before  Congress,  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee were  read  in  his  presence,  and,  being  heard  in  his 
defence ; 

Ordered,  That  he  be  committed  to  the  common  Jail  at 
Trenton. 

It  being  represented  to  Congress  that  the  levies  in  Salem 
County  are  obstructed  for  want  of  Arms,  when,  at  the  same 
time,  there  are  in  the  County  a  sufficient  number  of  Jersey 
Arms,  which  are  the  publick  property  of  the  County  : 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  the  people  of  that  County  do 
supply  such  of  the  levies  in  the  present  Brigade  as  have 
been  or  may  be  raised  in  that  County,  with  the  publick  Arms 
in  their  hands ;  and  that  the  County  Committee  be  enjoined 
to  see  this  order  properly  executed. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Stephen  Hunt,  alleging  want  of 
health,  and  resigning  his  appointment  in  the  Brigade  under 
General  Heard;  read,  and  his  resignation  accepted. 

A  draft  of  a  Bill  for  regulating  the  ensuing  election  was 
read  the  second  time ;  and  an  amendment  being  moved, 
that  no  person  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislative  Council 
or  Assembly  unless  he  first  take  the  following  test.  Sic. : 

"  I,  A  B,  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  do  not  hold  myself 
bound  to  bear  allegiance  to  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great 
Britain ;  that  I  will  not  by  any  means,  directly  or  indirectly, 
oppose  the  measures  adopted  by  this  Colony,  or  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  against  the  tyranny  attempted  to  be  esta- 
blished over  these  Colonies  by  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and  that  I  do  and  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Govern- 
ment established  in  this  Province  under  the  authority  of  the 
people ;" 

On  the  question,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

TEAS. 


The  Petition  of  Cornelius  Williamson,  a  prisoner  in  the 
Jail  of  Trenton ;  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

L^pon  the  question,  whether  any  of  the  persons  sent  under 
guard  from  Amhoy  be  permitted  to  return,  in  order  to  re- 
move their  effects  to  such  place  as  Congress  shall  appoint 
for  a  limited  time,  upon  their  parole  and  security,  if  required  ? 
It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows,  viz : 


Mr.  Camp, 
Condict, 
WoodhuU, 
Paterson, 
Hardenbergh, 
Linn, 

Mr. 

Dickenson, 

Josiah  Holmes, 

Learning, 

Dr.  Bloomfield, 

Dunn, 

Sergeant, 

NAYS. 

Mr. 

Quackenbush, 
Shaver, 
Van  Campen, 
Sinnickson, 
Cripps. 

Mr.  Drummond, 
Joseph  Holmes, 
Mott, 
Sparks, 

Mr 

.  Cooper, 
Elmer, 
Harris, 
Buck, 

Mr. 

,  Combs, 
Reynolds, 
Tallman, 
Shreve. 

After  some  time  spent  on  the  said  Bill, 
sideration  thereof  was  deferred. 

the  further  con- 

Mr.  Drummond, 
Dickenson, 
Molt, 
Josiah  Holmes, 


YEAS. 
Mr.  Cooper, 
Elmer, 

Dr.  Bloomfield, 
Combs, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Learning, 

Quackenbush, 

Sinnickson, 

Shreve. 


Mr.  Van  Campen, 
Cripps, 
Tallman. 


Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Saturday,  July  13,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Covenhoven,  Mr.  Mehelm,  and  Mr. 
Sergeant,  be  a  Committee  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the 
Eastern  Treasury,  and  that  they  report  thereon. 

A  Petition  of  Dr.  John  Hicks,  setting  forth,  that  he  is 
willing,  if  required,  to  be  bound  by  oath  to  act  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  give  the  fullest  satisfaction ;  that  whenever  the 
Militia  is  called  out  in  defence  of  the  country  he  will  be 
ready  to  give  his  attendance  as  a  Surgeon,  or  in  any  other 
station  that  may  afford  the  most  benefit ;  and  praying  that  he 
may  be  permitted  to  return  to  his  family  ;  read,  and  ordered 
a  second  reading. 


Mr.  Condict,  Mr.  Sparks, 
WoodhuU,  Buck, 

Covenhoven,  Sergeant, 

Joseph  Holmes, 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  draft  of  a 
Bill  for  resulating  the  ensuing  election  ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  recommitted  to  Dr.  Bloom- 
field, Mr.  Cooper,  and  Mr.  Sergeant. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Michael  Kearney  have  leave  to  re- 
move to  Burlington,  on  his  parole  not  to  depart  from  thence 
further  than  six  miles  on  the  east  side  of  Delaware  till  the 
further  order  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Philip  Kearney  have  leave  to  remove, 
on  his  parole,  to  the  dwelling-house  of  Mr.  Richard  Stevens, 
in  the  Township  o(  Alexandria,  and  County  of  Hunterdon, 
or  to  Monistown,  and  not  to  depart  from  thence  more  than 
six  miles  without  the  leave  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  John  Lawrence  have  leave  to  remove, 
on  his  parole,  to  Morristown,  and  not  to  depart  from  thence 
more  than  six  miles  without  the  leave  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Johnston  Fairholm  have  leave,  on 
his  parole,  to  reside  axBordentown,  or  at  Mr.  Rutherford's, 
in  Hunterdon  County,  and  not  to  depart  from  thence,  or 
from  within  six  miles  thereof,  without  leave. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bonnel  and  Mr.  Thomas  Skinner 
have  leave,  on  their  parole,  to  reside  at  Cranberry  Town, 
and  not  to  depart  from  thence,  or  from  within  six  miles  there- 
of, without  leave. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Turnbull  have  leave,  on  his  pa- 
role, to  remove  to  Bordentown,  and  not  to  depart  more  than 
six  miles  from  thence  without  leave. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hick  have  leave  to  return  home,  for 
the  present,  giving  bond  and  security  for  his  good  behaviour, 
in  the  penalty  of  £500. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stephen  Skinner  and  Captain  Kcti- 
nedy  have  leave,  on  their  parole,  to  reside  at  Morristown, 
and  not  to  remove  more  than  six  miles  from  thence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Richards  have  leave,  on  his 
parole,  and  security  in  the  penalty  of  £1,000,  to  reside  on 
his  own  farm,  and  not  to  depart  more  than  two  miles  from 
thence  without  leave. 

Doctor  John  Hicks  having  come  into  Congress,  and  taken 
an  oath  to  the  present  Government ; 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  to  return  home. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  persons,  before  they  remove  to 
the  places  of  their  destination,  have  leave  to  remain  at  home 
two  days,  in  order  to  settle  their  business. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Monday,  July  1.5,  1776. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  state  of 
the  Eastern  Treasury,  made  report,  that  they  had  waited 
upon  Mr.  Smyth,  who  had  delivered  into  their  hands  the 
sum  of  £4,944  19«.  6d.,  Proclamation  money;  and  also  a 
bag  sealed,  said  to  contain  a  quantity  of  cancelled  paper 
money. 

The  Committee  further  report,  that  they  have  delivered 
the  above  sum  of  money  and  bag  sealed,  to  John  Stevens, 
Esq.,  as  ordered  by  this  House,  to  be  by  him  deposited  in 
the  Treasury  chest  of  this  Colony,  for  which  they  have  taken 
his  receipt ;  that  Mr.  Smyth,  the  Treasurer,  had  not  his  ac- 
counts with  him,  but  has  returned  home  in  order  to  collect 
his  papers,  and  the  moneys  outstanding,  upon  his  parole  and 
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promise  to  prepare  himself  for  settlement  in  a  short  time, 
and  to  attend  the  further  order  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  Nehemiah  Wade,  Esq.,  be  Second  Major 
of  the  Fii-st  Regiment  of  Foot  Militia  in  the  County  of  Essex, 
whereof  Edward  Thomas,  Esq.,  is  Colonel. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  William  Winans  be  Surgeon  to  the 
same  Regiment. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  draft  of  a 
Bill  for  regulating  the  ensuing  election,  made  Report ;  which 
was  read,  and,  after  sundry  Amendments,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed.* 

Resolved,  (on  the  motion  of  the  Members  of  the  County 
of  Salem,)  That  the  election  in  that  County  be  by  ballot,  and 
that  it  be  held  at  the  Court-House  in  the  Town  of  Salem, 
without  removing  from  place  to  place,  anything  in  the  Ordi- 
nance for  ascertaining  the  modes  and  places  of  election  be- 
fore contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Petition  of  Cornelius  Williamson,  a  disaffected  per- 

••^n  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  ensuing  Election, — Passed  Jult 
15,  1776. 

Whereas,  by  the  second  section  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Colony, 
formed  by  this  Congress,  there  is  to  be  a  Legislative  Council  and  Gene- 
ral Assembly  elected  by  the  good  people  of  this  Colony,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  August  next ;  and,  pursuant  to  the  same  Constitution,  one 
Sheriff  and  one  or  more  Coroners  in  each  County  ought,  at  the  same 
time,  to  be  elected ;  and  whereas  it  was  thought  proper  not  to  fix  or 
insert  in  the  said  Constitution  either  the  places  or  mode  of  election,  or 
the  place  where  the  said  Council  and  Assembly  shall  meet,  after  they  are 
so  elected,  but  leave  them  to  be  ascertained  by  a  distinct  Ordinance  of 
this  Congress : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  places  of  election  shall  be  as  follows : 
In  Bergen,  at  the  Court-House  in  J\''eiv-Barbudoes;  in  Essex,  at  the 
Court-House  in  JVe-aarks  in  Middlesex,  at  the  Court-House  in  JVeio- 
Srunswick ;  in  Somerset,  at  the  Court-House  at  Hillsborough;  in 
Morris,  at  the  Court-House  in  Morristoivn;  in  Monmouth,  at  the  Court- 
House  in  Freehold;  in  Hunterdon,  at  the  Court-House  in  Trenton ;  in 
Sussex,  at  the  Court-House  in  JVeviton ;  in  Burlington,  at  the  Court- 
House  in  the  City  of  Burlington ;  in  Gloucester,  at  the  Court-House  in 
the  Town  of  Gloucester ;  in  Salem,  at  the  Court-House  in  the  Town  of 
Salem;  in  Cumberland,  at  the  Court-House  in  Bridgetown ;  and  in 
Cape-May,  at  the  Court-House  in  the  Middle  Precinct;  and  that  the 
inhabitants  of  each  County,  entitled  to  vote  for  Representatives  in  the 
said  Council  and  General  Assembly,  when  met  at  the  place  of  election, 
shall,  between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the  morning  and  one  in  the  afternoon, 
choose  three  judicious  freeholders  to  preside  as  Judges  of  the  election; 
which  Judges  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  any  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  faithful  and  impartial  discharge  of  their  duty;  and  the  said 
inhabitants  shall  then  proceed  to  elect  such  a  number  of  IJepresentatives 
in  Council  and  Assembly  as,  by  the  said  Constitution,  they  are  entitled 
to  elect;  and  also  one  Sheriff,  and  one  or  more  Coroneis;  adjourning 
from  day  to  day,  and  from  place  to  place,  (except  in  the  County  of  Sa- 
lem,) if  it  shall  be  thought  necessary,  pursuant  to  the  Ordinance  of  the 
Ute  Provincial  Congress.  And  the  certificate  of  the  Judi;e8,  so  as  afore- 
said appointed,  together  with  six  good  and  sufficient  freeholders,  shall  be 
a  sufficient  testimonial  of  the  election  of  any  member  of  Council  or 
Assembly;  the  form  of  which  certificate  shall  be  as  follows :  "  We  do 
hereby  certify,  that  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof.  A,  B,  and  C  were  (or 
that  A  was  in  the  certificate  for  a  member  of  Council)  duly  elected  to 
represent  the  County  of in  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Co- 
lony, (or  Legislative  Council,  as  the  case  may  require,)  to  be  held  at 
Princeton  on  the  27th  of  this  instant.  Witness  our  hands  and  seals 
this  ....  day  of  August,  1776."  Provided  always,  That  no  person 
or  persons  shall  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  Council  or  Assembly  unless  he  or 
they  so  elected  shall  have  first  taken  the  following  oath  or  affirmation, 
to  wit :  "I,  .\  B,  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  do  not  hold  myself  bound 
to  bear  allegiance  to  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great  Britain;  that  I 
will  not,  by  any  means,  directly  or  indirectly,  oppose  the  measures  adopted 
by  this  Colony,  or  the  Continental  Congress,  against  the  tyranny  at- 
tempted to  be  established  over  these  Colonies  by  the  Court  of  Great 
Biitain ;  and  that  I  do  and  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Government 
established  in  this  Colony  under  the  authority  of  the  people." 

And  as  it  is  highly  unreasonable  that  the  enemies  of  America  should 
be  admitted  to  take  an  active  part  in  our  publick  measures,  no  person  or 
persons  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  the  said  election,  unless  he  first  take 
the  same  oath  or  affirmation,  if  thereunto  required  by  any  one  of  the 
Judges  or  Inspectors  of  the  said  election;  which  oath  or  affirmation  any 
one  of  the  Judges  aforesaid  shall  be  empowered  to  tender  and  administer 
to  any  or  either  of  the  said  electors. 

-  And  that  each  person  who  shall  be  named  as  a  candidate  by  any  in- 
habitant entitled  to  vote  shall  be  admitted  to  appoint  one  Inspector  and 
one  Clerk ;  which  Clerks,  when  so  appointed,  shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed 
in  manner  aforesaid,  truly  and  impartially  to  take  the  votes  and  set  down 
the  name  and  place  of  abode  of  each  elector,  and  to  p»ll  no  voter  who  is 
not  attested,  if  required  so  to  be  by  any  one  or  more  of  the  Judges  or 
Iiispectors.  Provided  always.  That  no  Sheriff  or  Coroner  shall  be 
empowered  lo  act  in  his  office  until  he  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  fu- 
ture Governour  or  Vice-President  of  the  Colony,  and  shall  be  further 
qualified  in  such  manner  as  the  future  Legislature  of  this  Colony  shall 
direct  and  appoint. 

Atid  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Legislative  Council  and  General 
Assembly,  wlien  so  elected,  shall,  for  the  first  time,  meet  at  Princeto?i. 


son,  now  confined  in  the  common  Jail  of  Hunterdon,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  adjudication  of  the  Amwell  Committee,  pray- 
ing that  he  may  have  an  immediate  hearing ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  July  16,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  Colo- 
nel Biddle,  and  his  Assistants,  be  empowered,  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity, to  impress  within  this  Colony  Baggage- Wagons  and 
Horses  for  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  North- Ameri- 
ca, paying  a  reasonable  hire  for  their  service  while  employed. 

A  Letter  from  Adjutant-General  Reed,  informing  that 
Lord  Howe  is  arrived  at  the  Hook,  and  the  necessity  of 
urging  on,  with  all  expedition,  the  new  levies  raising  in  this 
Colony ;  read,  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

A  Petition  from  Samuel  Wigton,  a  debtor  confined  in  the 
Jail  of  Morris,  setting  forth  that  he  was  inlisted  as  a  Ser- 
geant in  Captain  Morris's  Company,  in  the  Battalion  now 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Winds ;  that  before  the  said 
Company  left  the  County  of  Morris,  he  was  arrested  for 
debt,  and  committed  to  the  Jail  of  Morris ;  and  that  he  has 
several  sums  of  money  due  to  him  from  sundry  persons  in 
the  Battalion  aforesaid,  which,  when  recovered,  are  sufficient 
to  discharge  his  debts ;  praying  that  he  may  have  time  for 
the  payment  of  his  debts ;  that  he  may  be  released  from 
imprisonment,  and  that  he  may  be  ordered  to  join  his  Bat- 
talion, or  any  other  this  Congress  may  think  proper;  and 
also  a  testimonial  thereunder  written,  signed  by  sundry  per- 
sons, in  support  of  the  facts  contained  in  the  said  Petition ; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  William  Burnet  be  added  to  the  num- 
ber of  Commissioners  for  East  New-Jersey,  and  that  he  have 
the  like  authority  as  is  given  to  the  Commissioners  nomina- 
ted in  the  Ordinance  of  the'  late  Congress  for  striking  the 
sum  of  £50,000. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Township  Committees  through- 
out this  Colony  do  immediately  exert  themselves  in  procu- 
ring Lead  for  the  use  of  the  Army  now  engaged  in  our 
defence,  as  the  demand  for  that  article  is  very  great  and 
pressing ;  that  to  this  end  they  do  forthwith  collect  all  the 
leaden  weights  from  windows  and  clocks,  and  all  leaden 
weights  of  shops,  stores,  and  mills,  of  one  pound  weight  and 
upwards ;  also  all  other  Lead  in  and  about  houses,  or  other 
places ;  and  that  they  forward  all  the  Lead  which  shall  by 
them  be  so  collected  to  the  hands  of  Alexander  Chambers, 
Abraham  Hunt,  David  Pinkerton,  and  William  Tucker,  of 
Trenton;  Hendrick  Fisher,  of  Somerset  County;  Azariah 
Dunham,  of  New-Brunswick ;  John  Ross,  of  Woodbridge  ; 
Isaac  Woodroof,  of  Elizabethtovm ;  and  Dr.  William  Burnet, 
of  Newark ;  or  any  of  thein.  Commissioners  appointed  for 
purchasing  Arms,  &.c.  And  the  said  Commissioners  are 
directed  to  pay  for  all  such  Lead,  at  the  rate  of  6d.,  Procla- 
mation money,  the  pound  weight;  together  with  the  reason- 
able expense  that  may  arise  in  forwarding  the  same. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Captain  Kinney  appeared  before  this  House  in  conse- 
quence of  the  citation  issued  by  this  Congress  for  a  charge 
of  loitering  on  the  road  to  Connecticut  with  the  late  Gover- 
nour Franklin;  and  now,  upon  examining  into  the  causes 
of  complaint,  it  appears  to  this  House  that  whatever  delay 
arose  thereon  was  inevitable,  owing  to  no  misconduct  in 
Captain  Kinney,  but  to  accidental  causes. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Trenton,  respecting 
Samuel  Henry,  was  read  the  second  time ;  and  Mr.  Henry 
being  duly  notified,  appeared  before  Congress ;  the  charges 
against  him  were  read,  several  witnesses  examined,  and  tlie 
further  hearing  of  the  same  deferred  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress  that 
Henry  Cuyler,  Esq.,  is  so  extremely  indisposed  as  to  render 
his  removal  very  dangerous :  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Aeto- 
ark  take  the  parole,  drawn  in  the  usual  manner,  of  Mr 
Cuyler,  to  remain  for  the  present  in  his  dwelling-house  at 
Newark,  or  within  two  miles  thereof,  he  giving  bond,  with 
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security,  in  the  penalty  of  £1,000,  for  the  faithful  observ- 
ance of  h'ls  parole. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Hugg,  and  Mr.  Elmer, 
be  a  Committee  to  draft  an  Ordinance  (or  punishing  Trai- 
tors and  Counterfeiters  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial 
currencies. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  July  17,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Ladies  at  Perth-Amhoy,  setting 
forth  that  they  apprehend  fatal  and  melancholy  consequences 
to  themselves  and  families,  and  to  the  inhabitants  in  general, 
if  they  should  be  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  Doctor  Z/OW- 
rence's  skill  in  his  profession,  as  his  attendance  is  hourly 
necessary  to  several  patients  now  much  indisposed,  who  will 
be  left  helpless  if  he  be  removed,  as  no  other  practitioner 
resides  in  that  place,  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to 
remain  in  Amboy;  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Adjourned  to  two  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draft  an  Ordinance  for 
punishing  Traitors  and  Counterfeiters,  made  report :  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  Petition  of  George  Woodward,  setting  forth  the 
distressed  situation  of  the  wife  and  children  of  Anthony 
Woodward,  who  has  been  hunted  by  bands  of  armed  men, 
and  driven,  contrary  to  his  intention,  to  the  King's  troops  for 
shelter  and  protection,  praying  that  he  may  return  to  his 
rank  and  station  in  the  community;  was  read,  and  ordered  a 
second  reading. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  o(  Newark,  requesting  that 
this  Congress  would  pi-ocure,  or  order  to  be  built,  four  Gon- 
dolas or  Row-Galleys,  mounted  with  cannon,  to  ply  between 
the  mouths  of  Passaick  and  Hackinsack  Rivers  and  Perth- 
Amhoy;  also  informing  Congress  that  four  pereons  were  con- 
fined in  the  Jail  of  Essex,  at  the  desire  of  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee ofiVeMJ-ForAr,  enclosing  their  examinations,  and  some 
affidavits  concerning  them,  and  requesting  that  this  Congress 
would  take  some  order  therein  ;  was  read.     Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Examinations  and  Affidavits  be 
referred  to  the  Secret  Committee  appointed  by  this  Con- 
gress. 

The  Petition  from  sundry  Ladies  at  Perth-Amboy  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  oixlered  that  a  copy  of  the  follow- 
ing Letter,  addressed  to  Mi-s.  Franklin,  one  of  the  subscri- 
bers, be  signed  by  the  President,  and  sent : 

Madam:  I  am  oi-dered  by  Congress  to  acquaint  you,  and 
through  you  the  other  ladies  of  Amboy,  that  their  Petition, 
in  favour  of  Dr.  John  Lawrence,  has  been  received  and  con- 
sidered. 

Could  any  application  have  procured  a  greater  indulgence 
to  Dr.  Lawrence,  you  may  be  assured  yours  could  not  have 
failed  of  success.  But,  unhappily,  Madam,  we  are  placed 
in  such  a  situation,  that  motives  of  commiseration  to  indi- 
viduals must  give  place  to  the  safety  of  the  publick. 

As  Dr.  Lawrence,  therefore,  has  fallen  under  the  suspicion 
of  our  Generals,  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  abiding  by 
the  steps  which  are  taken ;  and  are,  Sic. 

Orrfcrerf,  That  Thomas  Ofceson  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mon Jail  o[ Hunterdon,  the  keeper  whereof  is  hereby  com- 
manded to  receive  the  said  Okeson  into  his  custody,  and  to 
keep  liim  in  close  confinement  until  the  further  order  of  this 
Congress,  or  the  future  Legislature  of  this  State. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Charges  ex- 
hibited against  Samuel  Henry,  and  came  to  the  following 
determination : 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  Henry  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mon Jail  of  Hunterdon,  the  keeper  whereof  is  hereby  com- 
manded to  receive  the  said  Samuel  Henry  into  his  custody, 
and  to  keep  him  in  close  confinement  until  tiie  further  order 
of  this  Congress  or  future  Legislature  of  this  State. 

Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  enclo- 
sing Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress,  requiring  an  ad- 
dition of  two  thousand  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  to  the 
Flying-Camp ;  read,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  Ellis, 
and  Mr,  Patenon. 


Whereas  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  have  de- 
clared the  United  Colonies  free  and  independent  States,  we, 
the  Deputies  of  New-Jersey,  in  Provincial  Congress  assem- 
bled, do  resolve  and  declare,  that  we  will  support  the  free- 
dom and  independence  of  the  said  States  with  our  lives  and 
fortunes,  and  with  the  whole  force  of  New-Jersey. 

Adjourned  till  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Thureday,  July  18,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  from  henceforth,  instead  of  the 
style  and  title  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- Jersey,  do 
adopt  and  assume  tlie  style  and  title  of  the  Convention  of  the 
State  oi  Neto- Jersey. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Isaac  Smith  be  directed  to  employ 
some  officer  of  the  Militia  to  apprehend  Samuel  Henry,  and 
deliver  him,  together  with  the  order  of  this  Convention  for 
his  commitment,  to  the  keeper  of  the  common  Jail  at  Tren- 
ton. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  for  drafting  an  Ordinance 
for  punishing  Traitors,  &ic. ;  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
a  third  reading. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Resolves  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  &tc.,  made  Report ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  for  drafting  an  Ordinance 
for  punishing  Traitors,  &c. ;  read  a  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  engmssed,  and  do  pass.* 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress,  &.c. ;  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  a  third  reading. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  the  question,  whether  Jfilliam  Ellis,  Esq.,  or  Elijah 
Hand,  Esq.,  be  Major  of  the  Battalion  of  Militia  to  be  raised 

*^n  Ordinance  for  punishing'  Treason  and  Counterfeiting^. — Pasted 
July  18,  1776. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary,  in  those  times  of  danger,  that  crimes  should 
receive  their  due  punishment;  and  the  safety  of  the  people  more  espe- 
cially requires  that  all  persons  who  shall  be  found  so  wicked  as  to  desire 
the  destruction  of  good  government,  or  to  aid  and  assist  the  avowed  ene- 
mies of  the  State,  be  punished  with  death : 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  and  ordai?ied  by  this  Convention,  and  it  is 
resolved  and  ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  all  persons 
abiding  within  this  State  of  J\'e-u;- Jersey,  &ni  deriving  protection  from 
the  laws  thereof,  do  owe  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  this  State  as 
of  late  established  on  the  authority  of  the  people,  and  are  to  be  deemed 
as  members  of  this  State;  and  that  all  persons  passing  through,  visiting, 
or  making  a  temporary  stay  in  this  State,  being  entitled  to  the  protection 
of  the  law  during  such  passage,  visitation,  or  temporary  stay,  during  the 
same  time  owe  allegiance  to  this  Government 

.ind  be  it  further  resolved  and  ordained,  That  all  and  every  person 
or  persons,  members  of,  or  owing  allegiance  to  this  Government,  as  before 
described,  who,  from  and  after  the  date  hereof,  shall  levy  war  against  this 
State  within  the  same,  or  be  adherent  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or 
others  the  enemies  of  this  State  within  the  same,  or  to  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States  of  JVorth  .America,  giving  to  him  or  them  aid  or  comfort, 
shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  high  treason,  and  suffer  the  pains  and  penal- 
ties thereof,  in  like  manner  as  by  the  ancient  laws  of  this  State  he  or  they 
should  have  suffered  in  cases  of  high-treason. 

.,i7id  be  it  further  resolved  and  ordained.  That  all  and  every  person 
or  persons,  who,  from  and  after  the  date  hereof,  shall  be  found  guilty  of 
reviling  the  Government  of  this  State  as  by  this  Convention  established, 
or  of  other  seditious  speeches  or  practices,  shall  be  punished  in  like  man- 
ner as  by  the  former  laws  of  this  State  such  person  or  persons  might  or 
ought  to  have  been  punished  for  such  seditious  speeches  and  practices 
against  the  Government  then  in  being. 

And  be  it  further  resolved  and  ordained,  That  all  and  every  person 
or  persons,  who,  from  and  after  the  date  hereof,  shall  be  found  guilty  of 
counterfeiting  or  altering  the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit,  the  Bills  of 
Credit  issued  by  the  late  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Slate,  or  the  As- 
semblies, Conventions,  or  Congresses,  of  any  of  the  United  Slates  of 
JVorth  America,  or  uttering  the  same  knowing  them  to  be  counterfeit  or 
altered,  shall  be  adjudged  felons,  and  l>e  punished  with  death,  in  like  man- 
ner as  persons  found  guilty  of  counterfeiting  or  knowingly  altering  the 
former  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State  might  or  should  have  been. 

Provided  always,  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  suffer  death  or  other 
pains  or  penalties  for  any  the  offences  aforesaid,  until  he  or  they  shall 
have  been  first  found  guilty  of  the  same  offence  or  offences  whereof  he  or 
they  shall  be  charged  and  accused  in  a  due  course  of  law,  and  by  the  ver- 
dict of  a  jury. 

Provided  also.  That  nothing  in  this  Ordinance  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  divest  any  Committee  of  the  power  they  now  possess  of  exami- 
ning and  committing  any  offenders,  so  that  they  do  not  proceed  to  the 
infliction  of  punishments  for  any  the  offences  in  this  Ordinance  contain- 
ed, but  leave  the  same  to  be  determined  in  due  course  of  law  in  manner 
aforesaid. 
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in  the  Couniieso^  Burlington,  Gloucester,  and  Cumberland  1 
It  was  carried  as  follows,  viz : 


Mr,  Drummond, 
Patcrson, 
Hardeiibergh, 
Melielm, 
Joseph  Holmes, 
Mott, 


Mr, 


Condict, 
Josiah  Holmes, 
Elmer, 
Ayres, 


FOR  W.  ELLIS,  ESQ. 

Mr.  Sparks,  Mr.  Van  Carapen, 
Clark,  Siniiickson, 

Hugg,  Cripps, 

Ellis,  Tallman, 

Dr.  Bloomfield,  Shreve. 

Coombs, 

FOB  E.  HAND,  ESQ. 

Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Sergeant, 

Buck,  Post, 

Bowen,  Taylor. 


The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress,  read  a  third  time; 
and,  after  sundry  Amendments, 

Ordered,  unanimously.  That  the  same  do  pass.* 

The  Petition  q{  Ebenezer  Cowel,  Jun.,  setting  forth,  that 
John  Barnes,  Esq.,  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Hunter- 
don, had  refused  to  receive  and  execute  two  Writs  issued 
under  the  authority  of  the  people,  pursuant  to  the  Ordinance 
of  this  Convention,  read.     Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Barnes  immediately  attend  this  House. 

Mr.  Barnes  appeared  before  this  House,  and,  in  answer 
to  the  above  charge,  informed  the  Convention  that  he  de- 
clines acting  as  Sheriff  under  the  authority  of  the  people,  and 
is  willing  to  be  superseded.     Wherefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  new  Sherift'be  appointed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Friday,  July  19,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  of  Burlington  County  having  called  be- 
fore them  Drury  Wake,  Esq.,  on  a  charge  of  his  being  inimical 
to  the  liberties  of  this  country ;  and  having  made  adjudica- 
tion thereof,  the  said  Drury  Wake  refused  to  abide  thereby, 
and  appealed  to  this  Convention ;  the  Committee  made  report 
of  their  proceedings ;  which  being  read  in  the  presence  of  the 
said  Wake,  and  proof  being  given  concerning  the  same, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Drury  Wake,  Esq.,  be  committed 
to  the  common  Jail  of  Salem,  the  keeper  whereof  is  hereby 

*^n  Ordinance  for  detaching  two  thousand  of  the  Militia. — Passed  July  18, 

1776. 

Whereas  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  have  resolved,  "  That 
General  fVashington  be  desired  to  call  to  his  assistance  two  thousand  of 
the  men  who  have  marched  into  JVe^o-Jersey  to  form  the  Flying-Camp, 
and  that  the  (Convention  of  J\re-a-Jersey  be  requested  immediately  to  sup- 
j)ly  their  places  with  an  equal  number  of  the  Militia  of  that  State :"  And 
whereas  the  situation  of  .Veio- Kort,  the  vicinity  of  j\'ew-Jersey  to  the 
enemy,  and,  above  all,  the  arrival  of  Lord  Ho-we,  who,  it  is  probable,  will 
speedily  make  some  decisive  movement,  render  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  most  immediate  and  effectual  steps  be  taken  to  guard  against  the 
incursions  of  the  British  Troops,  and  to  strengthen  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  : 

Resolved,  therefore,  xmanimously,  That  two  thousand  of  the  Militia  of 
this  State  be  immediately  detac^ied  to  supply  the  place  of  the  like  number 
taken  from  the  Flying-Camp  in  J\tew-Jersey,  and  ordered  to  JVein-York, 

Resolved,  That  said  two  thousand  Militia  compose  four  Battalions, 
consisting  of  thirty  Companies  of  sixty-four  nun-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  under  the  command  of  a  Brigadier-General. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Militia  continue  in  service  for  the  space  of 
one  calendar  month,  computing  from  the  time  of  their  joining  the  Flying- 
Camp,  unless  sooner  discharged ;  that  they  have  the  same  Pay,  Rations, 
and  allowance,  as  the  Brigade  under  General  Heard  are  entitled  to  re- 
ceive from  the  Continental  Congress,  computing  from  the  time  of  their 
marching  tu  the  place  of  destination ;  and  that  they  conform  in  all  in- 
stances to  the  regulations  which  are  or  shall  be  made  for  the  government 
of  said  forces. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Battalions  shall  be  farmed  as  follows :  One 
Battalion  to  consist  of  two  Companies  from  the  County  of  Bergen,  three 
Companies  from  the  County  of  Essex,  and  two  Companies  from  the 
County  of  Morris. 

One  Battalion  to  consist  of  two  Companies  from  the  County  of  Somer- 
set, two  Companies  from  the  County  of  Sussex,  and  four  Companies 
from  the  County  of  Jlunterdon. 

One  Battalion  to  consist  of  three  Companies  from  the  County  of  Mid- 
dlesex, three  Companies  from  the  County  of  Monmouth,  (whereof  Cap- 
tain StilliceWs  Company  is  to  be  one,)  and  two  Companies  from  the 
County  of  Salejn. 

One  Battalion  to  consist  of  three  Companies  from  the  County  of  Bur- 
lington, three  (Companies  from  the  County  of  Gloucester,  and  one  Com- 
pany from  the  County  of  Cumberland. 

And,  in  order  that  proper  Officers  may  be  immediately  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Field-Officers,  with  the  Caj>tains  and  Subalterns 
in  each  County,  do  forthwith  assemble,  and  agree  upon  one  Captain,  one 
Lieutenant,  and  one  Ensign,  for  each  Company,  to  be  raised  in  their  re- 
spective Counties ;  and  that  the  Field-Ollicers  appointed  to  the  command 
of  each  Battalion  do  appoint  an  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster  for  the 
Battalion. 

Resolved,  That  each  man  come  equipped  with  a  good  Musket  with  a 


commanded  to  receive  him  into  his  custody,  and  keep  him  in 
close  confinement  until  the  further  order  of  this  Convention, 
or  future  Legislature  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Joseph  Borden  be  directed  to 
employ  some  officer  of  the  Militia,  with  such  Guard  as  may 
be  necessary,  to  deliver  Drury  Wake,  Esq.,  together  with  the 
order  of  this  Convention  for  his  commitment,  to  the  keeper 
of  the  common  Jail  of  Salem. 

Whereas  Drury  Wake,  Esq.,  appeared  before  the  County 
Committee  of  Burlington,  on  a  cliarge  of  his  being  inimical 
to  the  liberties  of  this  country;  which  Committee,  after  hear- 
ing proofs  and  allegations,  made  an  adjudication  on  said 
charge,  and  the  aforesaid  Drury  Wake  appealed  from  the 
adjudication  of  the  said  Committee  to  this  Convention : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Drury  Wake  pay  all 
the  costs  arising  on  the  above  prosecution,  including  the  ex- 
pense of  taking  him  to  the  Jail  ot  Salem,  to  be  taxed  by  the 
County  Committee  of  Burlington. 

Mr.  William  Smith  appeared  before  the  Convention  upon 
a  charge  exhibited  against  liim  by  the  Committee  of  Mood- 
bridge  ;  and  after  hearing  and  considering  the  several  mat- 
ters alleged  and  proved  relative  to  the  said  charge,  tliis  House 
are  of  opinion  that  no  ofTence  appears  to  have  been  made 
good  against  him,  and  do  therefore  discharge  him  from  all 
further  attendance  on  this  House,  or  on  said  Committee,  un- 
less some  new  charge  be  made  appear  by  which  he  shall  be 
found  guilty  of  some  offence  against  the  State. 

Ordered,  That  Ebenezer  Foster,  Esq.,  have  leave,  on  his 
parole,  and  security  in  the  sum  of  £  1,000,  to  remove  to  the 
pubiick  house  of  Mr.  White,  in  Barnard' s-Town,  in  the 
County  of  Somerset,  and  not  to  go  more  than  six  miles  from 
thence,  unless  with  leave  of  this  Convention,  or  the  future 
Legislature  of  this  State.  .  • 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Conrad  Hendricks  was  brought  before  this  Conven- 
tion upon  a  charge  transmitted  against  him  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  iVew-  York ;  and  after  hearing 
and  considering  the  several  matters  alleged  against  him,  this 
House  are  of  opinion  that  no  offence  has  been  proved  against 
him,  and  do  therefore  discharge  him  from  all  further  attend- 

Bayonet,  (if  the  latter  can  be  procured,)  a  Tomahawk,  a  Cartouch-box, 
Blanket,  Canteen,  and  Knapsack. 

Resolved,  That  the  Colonels  of  said  Battalions  be  directed  to  make 
return  as  soon  as  passible  to  this  Convention,  or  to  the  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral, to  be  by  him  laid  before  the  Convention,  of  the  number  of  men  which 
turned  out  in  each  County  of  this  State  in  the  Battalions  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  four  Battalions  above  directed  to  be  raised  form 
one  Brigade. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  officers  be  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  respective  Battalions,  viz :  For  the  Battalion  to  be  raised  in  Ber- 
gen, Essex,  and  Morris,  Edward  Thomas  Colonel,  Ellis  Cook  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel, Maurice  Goatscius  Major;  for  the  Battalion  to  be  raised 
in  the  Counties  of  Somerset,  Sussex,  and  Hunterdon,  Mark  Thompson 
Colonel,  Abraham  Bonnet  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Enos  Kelsey  Major ; 
for  the  Battalion  to  be  raised  in  the  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Monmouth, 
and  Salem,  George  Taylor  Colonel,  Whitton  Cripps  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel, and  John  Duychinck  Major ;  and  for  the  Battalion  to  be  raised  in 
the  Counties  of  Burlington,  Gloucester,  and  Cumberland,  Charles  Read 
Colonel,  Josiah  Hillman  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  fVilliam  Ellis  Major. 

Resolved,  That  any  of  the  said  two  thousand  Militia,  while  in  service, 
be  at  liberty  to  inUst  in  the  Brigade  under  the  command  of  Genetal 
Heard,  and  on  such  inlistment,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  bounty  of  three 
pounds,  agreeable  to  the  late  Ordinance  of  Congress. 

And  whereas  Camp-kettles  are  extremely  scarce,  and  indeed  impossi- 
ble to  be  procured: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  Militia  to 
bring  with  them  a  sufficient  number  of  Kettles ;  and  for  this  purpose  it  is 
further  recommended,  that  every  Company  be  divided  into  lots,  six  men 
in  a  lot,  and  that  each  lot  furnish  itself  with  a  Kettle.  And  if  said  Kettles, 
or  any  of  them,  should  happen  to  be  taken  by  the  enemy,  or  endamaged 
or  destroyed  in  the  service,  this  State  will  make  the  owners  full  compen- 
sation for  such  injury  or  loss. 

The  zeal,  alacrity,  and  spirit,  which  the  inhabitants  of  J\i"e-w-Jersey 
have  manifested  during  the  present  most  important  contest  for  freedom, 
is  a  happy  presage,  as  well  as  the  strongest  assurance,  that  this  requi- 
sition of  their  Representatives  will  be  carried  into  instant  execution ;  and 
the  rather  so,  as  the  Brigade  now  directed  to  be  raised  is  particularly 
destined  to  guard  this  State.  We  flatter  ourselves  that  it  is  almost  use- 
less to  recommend  the  utmost  despatch,  as  the  enemy  is  at  hand,  and  the 
danger  pressing  and  great.  The  vicinity  of  a  mortal  foe,  whose  avowed 
design  is  to  reduce  us  to  the  most  abject  state  of  vassalage,  is  surely  a  call 
sufficient  for  freemen.  Our  brethren  of  Pennsylvania  pour  out  in  thou- 
sands :  may  j\'e-w-Jersey  keep  the  illustrious  example  in  view,  and  evince 
to  the  world  that  the  Militia  of  this  State  are  equally  zealous  in  the  glo- 
rious cause  of  American  freedom !  Remember,  the  hour  is  approaching 
which  will,  in  all  human  probability,  decide  the  fate  of  America — which 
will  either  ensure  your  title  to  the  rank  of  freemen,  or  debase  you  to  the 
lowest  class  of  slaves.  Life,  liberty,  and  property,  all  await  the  issue  of 
the  present  struggle.     Arise,  then,  and  exert  yourselves ! 
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ance  on  this  House,  unless  some  new  charge  be  made  appear 
by  which  he  shall  be  found  guilty  of  some  olfence  against  the 
State. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  six  o'clock. 

Saturday,  July  20,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Petition  of  5bm«e/i/cnry,  setting  forth,  that  he  is  de- 
sirous of  giving  every  reasonable  satisfaction  in  his  power 
that  may  obviate  any  prejudices  remaining  on  the  minds  of 
die  Convention  ;  that  he  is  ready  to  make  acknowledgments 
for  any  rash  expressions  that  Convention  may  conceive  he 
has  been  guilty  of,  and  for  every  part  of  his  conduct  that 
has  been,  in  their  opinion,  exceptionable;  that  it  is  his  fixed 
resolution  so  to  conduct  himself  in  future  as  to  afford  no  fur- 
ther room  for  just  offence ;  that  he  is  ready  to  give  any  secu- 
rity the  Convention  may  think  necessary  to  require;  and 
praying  that  he  may  be  released  from  his  confinement : 

Ordered,  That  for  the  contrition  expressed  in  the  above 
Petition,  Samuel  Henry  be  discharged  from  his  confinement, 
and  have  leave,  on  his  parole,  drawn  in  the  usual  form,  and 
giving  bond,  with  security,  in  the  sum  of  £2,000,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  parole  to  remove  to  his  Mills  in 
Trenton,  and  there,  or  within  a  circle  of  two  miles  thereof, 
continue,  and  not  to  depart  said  bounds  unless  with  leave  of 
this  Convention,  or  the  future  Legislature  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  William  Tucker,  Esquire,  of  Trenton,  be 
the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  until  a  Sheriff  be 
chosen  for  said  County  at  the  ensuing  election,  and  that  a 
Commission  be  made  out  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Troops  now  at  or  near  Trenton  be  desired  to  appre- 
hend Joseph  Stansbury,  a  suspected  person  from  Philadel- 
phia, and  transmit  him  safely  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection 
of  that  City,  who  are  requested  to  prevent  his  rambling 
through  this  State  and  prying  into  our  unhappy  situation. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Tollman,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
County  Committee  o{  Burlington,  be  directed  to  take  the 
parole  of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Odell,  a  person  suspected  of 
being  inimical  to  American  liberty;  that  he  confine  himself 
on  the  east  side  of  Delaware  River,  within  a  circle  of  eight 
miles  from  the  Court-House  in  the  City  of  Burlington. 

Adjourned  to  New- Brunswick,  Monday,  three  o'clock 
P.M. 

Monday,  July  22,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment.   Adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  July  23,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  have 
resolved,  "  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Con- 
vention of  New-Jersey  to  cause  all  the  Stock  on  the  sea- 
coast,  which  they  shall  apprehend  to  be  in  danger  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  to  be  immediately  removed  and 
driven  back  into  the  country  to  a  place  of  safety:"  And 
whereas  this  Convention  deem  it  necessary  that  the  above 
Resolution  should  be  carried  into  immediate  effect,  particu- 
larly in  the  County  of  Monmouth,  which  is  at  present  most 
exposed  to  depredations: 

It  is  therefore  unanimously  resolved  and  directed.  That 
the  County  Committee  o(  Monmouth  proceed,  without  de- 
lay, to  remove  all  the  Stock  on  their  coast,  which  may  be  in 
danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  back  into  the 
country,  to  a  place  or  places  of  safety. 

The  Convention  being  informed  that  Colonel  Hendrick- 
son,  of  Monmauth,  was  at  the  door,  and  desired  admittance, 
Ordered,  That  he  attend. 

Colonel  Hendrickson  informed  the  Convention  that  the 
Monmouth  coast  was  exposed  extremely  to  the  incursions 
and  depredations  of  the  enemy,  and  requested  that  a  Guard 
might  be  stationed  along  said  coast,  and  maintained  at  the 
publick  expense. 

He  furdier  informed  the  Convention  that  some  of  his  Ne- 
gro slaves  had  run  off,  and  were  on  board  the  enemy's  fleet ; 
that  he  had  reason  to  believe  he  could  recover  the  said 
slaves  if  he  were  permitted  to  send  a  flag,  and  requesting 


that,  through  the  interference  of  this  House,  he  might  have 
such  permission. 

The  Convention  took  the  latter  requisition  under  consi- 
deration, and  agreed  unanimously  that  the  sending  of  flags 
comes  properly  within  the  department  of  Brigadier-General 
Mercer,  and  that  they  could  no  further  interfere  on  the  oc- 
casion than  to  write  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  General 
in  favour  of  Colonel  Hendrickson. 

The  Petition  of  Richard  Walker,  setting  forth  that  a 
legacy  of  £900  sterling  was  bequeathed  to  him  by  his  uncle, 
who  resided  in  England,  to  be  paid  on  the  decease  of  his 
grandmother,  who  was  living  in  the  autumn  of  tlie  year 
1775;  that  if  he  should  take  up  arms  against  the  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  he  should  lose  the  above  legacy;  and 
praying  that  he  may  be  exempted  from  bearing  arms  against 
the  said  kingdom,  on  engaging  that  he  will  not  be  concerned 
in  any  measures  that  may  prove  ruinous  to  the  liberty  or 
interest  of  the  United  States ;  read,  and  ordered  a  second 
reading. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Elmer  be  added  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  Eastern  Treasury. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  state  of  the  Eastern  Treasury  proceed  forthwith  to  Am- 
boy;  that  they  be,  and  hereby  are,  vested  with  full  power 
to  bring,  if  they  should  deem  it  necessary,  Mr.  Smyth,  the 
Treasurer,  to  this  place,  with  the  Money  in  the  said  Trea- 
sury, and  all  the  Vouchers,  Documents,  and  other  papers 
relative  thereto;  and  that  the  said  Committee  call  to  their 
aid  such  force  as  they  may  think  necessary  to  carry  this 
Order  into  effect. 

Agreed  that  the  Commission  of  James  Mount,  Esquire,  a 
Field-Officer  in  the  Third  Battalion  of  the  Monmouth  Mili- 
tia, be,  and  it  hereby  is,  revoked. 

Ordered,  That  Oake  Wikoff,  Esq.,  be  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel, Denice  Denice,  Esq.,  First  Major,  and  Hendrick  Van 
Brunt,  Esq.,  Second  Major  of  the  Third  Battalion  of  Foot 
Militia  in  the  County  of  Monmouth. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  July  24,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  informing  that  the 
Brigade  under  General  Heard  was  far  from  being  complete, 
and  urging  the  necessity  of  raising  and  forwarding  the  new 
levies  destined  to  reinforce  the  Army  at  New-York,  was 
read.     Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  General  Washing- 
ton, informing  that  several  Companies  were  on  their  way  to 
join  the  Brigade,  and  that  this  Convention  will  use  its  utmost 
efforts  to  furnish  its  quota,  and  to  give  his  Excellency  such 
other  aid  as  the  weal  of  the  United  States  may  require,  and 
the  condition  of  this  State  will  admit. 

Also  Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  Brigadier- 
General  _Hcar(/,  desiring  that  he  would,  without  delay,  make 
return  to  the  Convention  of  the  number  of  men  in  the  seve- 
ral Companies  in  his  Brigade,  and  by  what  Counties  those 
Companies  were  furnished. 

The  Convention  received  a  Letter  from  the  War-Office, 
of  the  20th  of  July,  referring  to  this  Convention  the  propri- 
ety of  Bryan  Jjcfferty,  Esq.,  his  residing  in  New-Jersey,  and 
to  take  his  parole  and  security. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lefferty  do  sign  his  parole  as  settled 
by  Congress,  and  give  security  in  the  sum  of  £  1 ,000,  to 
depart  hence  to  the  house  of  the  Widow  Lefferty,  in  the 
Township  of  Bcdminister,  in  Somerset  County,  and  there  to 
remain,  or  within  a  circle  of  four  miles  thereof,  until  he  have 
leave  to  the  contrary. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  William  Winanis  be  Surgeon  to  the 
Battalion  directed  to  be  detached  from  the  Militia  in  the 
Counties  of  Bergen,  Essex,  and  Morris,  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Thomas,  destined  to  reinforce  the  Flying-Camp. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  John  Hammell  be  Surgeon's  Mate  to 
the  Battalion  directed  to  be  raised  in  the  Counties  of  Ber- 
gen, Essex,  and  Burlington,  whereof  Philip  Van  Cortland, 
Esq.,  is  Colonel,  under  the  command  of  General  Heard, 
destined  to  reinforce  the  Army  at  Neu)-  York. 
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Ordered,  That  Dr.  Bodo  Otto,  Jun.,  be  Surgeon  to  the 
Battalion  directed  to  be  detached  from  the  Militia  in  the 
Counties  of  Burlington,  Gloucester,  and  Cumberland,  to  be 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Charles  Read,  destined  to 
reinforce  the  Flying-Camp. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tollman,  Dr.  Bloornfield,  and  Mr. 
Frelinghuysen,  be  a  Committee  to  draft  a  Bill  for  amend- 
ing the  Militia  Ordinance. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afteraoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  Certificate  of  Election, 

Ordered,  That  Jacob  Vandervtnter  be  Captain,  and  Abra- 
ham Terhune  First  Lieutenant,  of  a  Company  in  the  First 
Battalion  of  Militia  in  Middlesex  County. 

Whereas  the  Independent  Company  in  the  County  of 
Essex,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Drummond,  has  been 
greatly  reduced  by  reason  of  promotion  and  otherwise  ;  and 
whereas  it  is  inexpedient  to  take  from  other  Companies  in 
order  to  add  to  or  keep  up  the  proper  number  of  the  said 
Independent  Company: 

It  is  therefore  agreed  unanimously.  That  the  said  Com- 
pany be  forthwith  dissolved,  and  be  incorporated  with  the 
other  Militia  in  the  several  Companies  in  the  Districts  in 
which  they  respectively  reside. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Thursday,  July  25,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Bloornfield,  Mr.  Drummond,  Mr. 
Quakenbush,  Mr.  Ogden,  and  Mr.  Brown,  be  a  Committee 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  building  or  purchasing  of  four 
Gondolas  or  Row -Galleys,  mounted  with  cannon,  to  ply  be- 
tween the  mouths  of  Passaick  and  Hackinsack  Rivers  and 
Perth-Amboy. 

Richard  Stites,  Esquire,  Captain  of  a  Company  in  the 
County  of  Somerset,  resigned  his  commission,  assigning  for 
reason,  that  he  was  appointed  to  raise  a  Company  in  the 
Brigade  under  General  Heard;  and  that  he  had  removed 
out  of  the  Township  in  which  his  Company  resides : 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Micajah  Dunn,  Esquire,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  First 
Regiment  of  Foot  Militia  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  re- 
signed his  commission,  assigning  for  reason,  that  he  is  so  far 
advanced  in  life,  and  of  so  infirm  a  state  of  health,  as  to  render 
it  impossible  for  him  fully  to  discharge  the  duty  of  his  station : 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  Jonathan  Deare,  Esquire,  be  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  and  John  Dunn,  Esquire,  First  Major,  of  the  First 
Battalion  of  Foot  Militia  in  the  County  of  Middlesex. 

The  Convention  received  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable 
John  Hancock,  Esq.,  dated  the  22d  instant,  informing  that 
Congress  had  come  to  a  resolution  to  increase  the  Flying- 
Camp.  For  this  purpose,  that  the  State  of  New-Jersey  is 
desired  to  augment  its  quota  with  three  Battalions  of  Militia 
in  addition  to  those  formerly  desired  by  Congress,  and  send 
them,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to  join  the  Flying-Camp: 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  Congress,  inform- 
ing that  Convention  had  ordered  two  thousand  of  its  Militia 
to  be  detached  pursuant  to  the  late  requisition  of  Congress, 
which  are  to  be  renewed  monthly. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  draft  for  amend- 
ing the  Militia  Ordinance,  made  Report ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Peter  Gordon  be  Brigade-Major 
of  the  Brigade  under  the  command  of  General  Heard,  and 
that  he  continue  Captain  of  the  Company  under  his  com- 
mand in  the  Battalion  whereof  David  Forman,  Esq.,  is 
Colonel. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  July  26,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  City  ofNew-Bruns- 
vrick,  having  referred  the  case  of  Mr.  John  Hortwick  to  this 


Convention,  the  same  was  taken  under  consideration  ;  and  it 
appearing  by  a  testimonial  of  the  said  Committee  that  the 
aforesaid  John  Hortwick  has  always  been  esteemed  as  a  good 
citizen,  and  a  hearty  friend  to  this  country;  that  he  is  a  mili- 
tary associator,  and  as  such  has  turned  out  on  all  occasions 
when  required  ;  and  this  Convention  being  of  opinion  that 
he  was  induced  to  trade  with  the  Captain  of  the  Asia  ship 
of  war  to  fulfil  an  oath  which  had  been  exacted  from  him 
by  the  said  Captain,  and  to  regain  the  liberty  of  himself  and 
sons,  and  not  with  any  intention  of  abetting  the  enemies  of 
America ;  and  that  he  has  manifested  a  becoming  degree  of 
contrition  for  his  offence : 

It  is  agreed,  unanimously.  That  the  said  John  Hortwick 
be  forgiven,  received  into  favour,  and  restored  to  the  good 
opinion  of  his  countrymen. 

Whereas,  by  a  Resolution  of  the  late  Provincial  Congress, 
it  was  in  the  election  of  the  County  Committee  of  Bergen 
either  to  receive  pay  for  the  Arms  taken  by  Captain  Meeker, 
or  to  have  them  replaced :  And  whereas  the  said  Committee 
have  made  choice  of  accepting  pay  for  the  Arras,  of  which 
it  appeal's  there  were  seventy-nine  stand : 

Therefore,  It  is  Ordered,  That  either  of  the  Treasurers 
of  this  State  pay  Johannes  Demurest,  Esquire,  Dr.  Abraham  ' 
Van  Boskirk,  and  Jacobus  Post,  Esq.,  or  any  of  them,  per- 
sons authorized  by  the  Committee  for  that  purpose,  the  sum 
of  £355  10s.,  Proclamation  money,  being  the  amount  of  the 
aforesaid  seventy-nine  stand  of  Arms,  at  the  rate  of  £4  10». 
apiece  ;  and  that  the  receipt  of  the  above-named  persons,  or 
any  of  them,  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  that  sum. 

The  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  City  o{  New-Bruns- 
tvick,  having  referred  the  case  of  John  Brown  and  Jacob 
Neifies,  persons  employed  by  John  Hortwick  to  purchase 
some  Provision  for  the  Asia  ship  of  war,  to  this  Convention, 
the  same  was  considered  accordingly;  it  appearing  that  the 
said  John  Broivn  and  Jacob  Neifies  procured  the  said  Pro- 
vision solely  with  design  to  assist  the  said  Horturick,  their 
neighbour,  in  his  distress,  and  not  to  aid  the  enemies  of  this 
country;  that  they  have  manifested  due  contrition  for  their 
offence,  and  requested  forgiveness  therefor: 

It  is,  therefore.  Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Brown  and 
Jacob  Neifies  be  forgiven,  received  into  favour,  and  restored 
to  the  good  opinion  of  their  countrymen. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Township  of  Hills- 
borough, in  the  County  of  Somerset,  do  leave  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Isaac  Brokaw,  Clockmaker,  thirty  pounds  weight  of 
Lead,  he  having  represented  to  the  Convention  that  he  could 
not  carry  on  his  trade  without  such  quantity. 

Adjourned  till  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  July  27,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  Certificate  of  Election, 

Ordered,  That  David  De  Groot,  Esq.,  be  Captain  of  a 
Company  in  the  First  Battalion  of  Foot  Militia  in  Somerset 
County,  whereof  Stephen  Hunt,  Esq.,  is  Colonel, 

The  Memorial  of  Jerome  Vanderbelt,  of  the  City  otNevr- 
Brunswick,  setting  forth,  that  two  of  his  apprentices  had 
inlisted  in  the  Brigade  under  General  Heard ;  that  he  is  a 
hearty  friend  to  his  country;  that  he  cannot  well  carry  on 
his  business  without  the  aid  of  one  of  them ;  and  praying 
the  influence  of  this  House  that  one  of  his  said  apprentices 
may  be  returned  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Cook,  of  Monmouth,  b& 
directed  to  take  to  his  assistance  as  many  of  tiie  Militia  as 
he  shall  find  necessary,  and  apprehend  any  persons  whom, 
he  has  reason  to  suspect  of  inlisting,  or  being  inlisted  for  the 
British  Army,  and  to  take  them  before  the  County  Com- 
mittee of  Monmouth,  who  are  required  to  commit  or  dis- 
charge such  accused  persons  as  they  shall  find  necessary.  • 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  General  Mercer,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Committee  of  Perth-Amboy,  or  such  of  them  as  can  be  rea- 
dily convened,  do  take  immediate  steps  for  removing  all  such 
disaffected  or  suspicious  persons  in  that  City  as  may,  from 
their  situation,  be  thought  dangerous  to  the  publick  cause ; 
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especially  such  as  have  relations  or  connexions  among  the 
enemy. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon,  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  July  29,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Jacob  JVardcU,  Jostph  Wardell,  and  Peter  Warddl,  per- 
sons apprehended  by  a  detachment  of  the  Monmouth  Militia 
on  account  of  furnishing  the  enemy  with  Provision,  were 
brought  before  the  House,  and  witnesses  examined  in  sup- 
port of  the  charge : 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  determination  thereof  be  deferred  till 
to-morrow. 

Ordered,  (upon  the  complaint  and  representation  of  tlie 
Committee  of  the  Western  Precinct  of  Somerset  County,) 
That  Josej}h  Stockton  be  committed  to  the  common  Jail  of 
Somerset,  the  keeper  whereof  is  hereby  commanded  to  re- 
ceive him  into  his  custody,  and  to  keep  him  in  close  confine- 
ment until  the  further  order  of  this  Convention,  or  future 
Legislature  of  this  State. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  July  30,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  charge  against 
Jacob  Wardell,  Joseph  Wardell,  and  Peter  Wardell;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein. 

Ordered,  That  Jacob  Wardell  be  committed  to  the  cus- 
tody.of  the  ShenS  oi  Monmouth,  to  be  by  him  safely  kept 
until  discharged  by  tliis  Convention,  or  delivered  by  due 
coui-se  of  law. 

Ordered,  That  Joseph  Wardell  and  Peter  Wardell  be 
discharged  on  giving  bond,  each,  with  security,  in  the  sum  of 
£500,  for  their  future  good  behaviour,  and  for  their  appear- 
ance when  called  upon  by  the  Convention,  or  future  Legis- 
lature of  this  State.  The  County  Committee  oi  Monmouth 
are  directed  to  take  the  said  bond,  and  to  judge  of  the  secu- 
rity. 

Ordered,  That  Jacob  Wardell  pay  £28  7s.  llrf..  Pro- 
clamation money,  being  the  expense  of  apprehending  and 
bringing  him  before  this  Convention,  and  conducting  him  to 
the  Sheriff  of  Monmouth. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  from  the 
Committee  of  Newark  respecting  the  building  or  purchase 
of  four  Gondolas  or  Row-Galleys,  to  ply  between  the  mouths 
ofPassaick  and  Hackinsack  Rivers  and  Perth- Amboy,  made 
Report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Hutton  be  employed,  at  the  rate 
of  one  Dollar  a  day,  to  search  for  Lead  and  Sulphur  Mines, 
and  Flint  Quarries,  and  make  report  in  three  weeks. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  state  of 
the  Eastern  Treasury,  made  report,  that,  including  the  mo- 
ney by  them  received  at  Trenton,  as  by  their  former  Report, 
they  had  received  in  the  whole  from  John  Smyth,  Esq.,  the 
late  Treasurer,  the  sum  of  £6.101  2s.,  Proclamation  money, 
besides  a  bag,  sealed,  said  to  contain  £4,819  5s.  9d.,  like 
money,  of  bills  cancelled  ;  all  which  they  have  deposited  in 
the  hands  of  the  Honourable  Joh7i  Stevens,  Esq.,  to  be  by 
him  kept  in  the  Province  chest,  agreeable  to  the  order  of 
this  Convention,  as  by  his  receipts  appears  ;  and  that  by  the 
accounts  of  Mr,  Smyth  herewith  exhibited,  there  appears  to 
be  due  from  Mr.  Smyth  to  the  State  a  further  balance  of 
£930  6s.  6d.,  like  money,  exclusive  of  Loan-Office  money 
not  yet  signed  or  disposed  of. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  received,  and  the  Ac- 
counts filed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  July  31,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Chevalier  Jouet  have  leave,  on  his  parole, 
drawn  in  the  usual  manner,  and  on  giving  bond,  with  secu- 
rity, in  the  sum  of  £1,000,  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  parole,  to  remove  to  the  dwelling-house  of  Mr.  JVhite, 
Innkeeper,  in  Barnard's  Town,  in  the  County  of  Somerset, 
and  there,  or  within  a  circle  of  four  miles  thereof,  remain. 


and  not  depart  the  said  bounds  unless  with  leave  of  this 
Convention,  or  the  future  Legislature  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  following  Letter  be  signed 
by  the  Vice-President,  and  sent  to  Colonel  Wetherill: 

Sir  :  The  Convention  lately  entered  into  certain  Resolves, 
requiring  the  immediate  detaching  a  brigade  of  two  thousand 
of  the  Militia  of  this  State  to  join  the  Flying-Camp  ;  a  copy 
of  which  has  been  transmitted  to  you. 

The  present  alarming  exigencies  require  the  utmost  de- 
spatch in  this  service ;  we  are  perfectly  at  a  loss  for  your 
reasons  in  not  exerting  yourself  in  making  the  detachment 
ordered  from  your  Regiment ;  and  we  must  desire  you  will 
explicitly  inform  us  thereof  by  the  bearer. 

Letter  from  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New-York, 
enclosing  the  Affidavit  o{ Balthazar  De  Hart,  Esq.,  respect- 
ing certain  inhabitants  of  that  State,  who  have  either  given 
countenance  and  aid  to  our  enemies,  or  have  deserted  its 
defence  at  this  dangerous  crisis ;  read  and  filed. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

This  Convention  having  heard  the  charges  exhibited 
against  Christopher  Vaught,  John  Vaught,  Joseph  Lee, 
Thomas  Biiskirk,  Philip  Cool,  William  Thatcher,  Chris- 
topher Diltz,  and  Frederick  Frittz,  disaffected  and  dan- 
gerous persons,  apprehended  by  order  of  Convention,  and 
considered  the  several  matters  alleged  and  proved  relative 
to  the  said  charges. 

Do  Order  and  Resolve,  That  Christopher  Vaught  be 
fined  in  the  sum  of  £  100,  John  Vaught  in  the  sum  of  £  100, 
Joseph  Lee  in  the  sum  of  £  100,  Thomas  Buskirk  in  the  sum 
of  £12,  Philip  Cool  in  the  sum  of  £72,  William  Thatcher 
in  the  sum  of  £60,  Christopher  Diltz  in  the  sum  of  £10, 
and  Frederick  Frittz  in  the  sum  of  £73,  Proclamation  mo- 
ney; and  that  the  above  persons  be  committed  until  they 
pay,  or  give  security  for  the  payment  of  the  sums  in  which 
they  are  respectively  amerced. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Fines  be  appropriated  towards 
defraying  the  costs  and  expenses  which  accrued  in  appre- 
hending and  bringing  the  said  disaffected  persons  to  justice. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Thursday,  August  1,  1776; 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Odell,  praying,  for  certain 
reasons,  that  he  may  be  excused  from  signing  the  parole 
heretofore  ordered,  and  offering  a  new  parole,  binding  him- 
self not  to  hold  any  political  correspondence  with  the  ene- 
my, or  to  furnish  them  with  provisions  or  intelligence  ;  read. 
Wliereupon,  the  Convention  having  taken  the  same  into 
consideration. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Odell  sign  the  original  parole  sent 
to  the  Committee  of  Burlington. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Letter  from  the  Committee  o{  Newark  respeQting  the  build- 
ing or  purchase  of  Gondolas,  &ic.;  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  that  Mr.  Ogden  and  Mr.  Sergeant  draft  a 
Letter  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Camp,  Mr.  Hand,  and  Mr.  Holme, 
be  a  Committee  to  settle  the  Accounts  and  pay  the  several 
detachments  of  Militia  of  this  State  which  were  lately  called 
out  at  the  requisition  of  General  Washington ;  that  they  im- 
mediately advertise  their  appointment ;  and  that  they,  or  any 
one  of  them,  have  power  to  draw  for  the  money  needed  upon 
the  Treasurers,  who  are  required  to  pay  the  same. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Thomas  Skinner  and  Isaac 
Bonnell,  Esquires,  be  released  from  their  present  parole, 
and  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  immunities  of  others 
the  good  subjects  of  this  State,  on  taking  an  Oath,  the  Test 
which  is  inserted  in  the  Election  Ordinance. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Linn  be  added  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  setde  and  pay  the  Accounts  of  the  several  de- 
tachments of  Militia,  &c. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  County  Com- 
mittee of  Monmouth,  and  to  the  several  Township  Commit- 
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tees  and  Colonels  of  the  Battalions  in  the  said  County,  that 
they  assist  Captain  fVikoff  by  furnishing  him  with  Arms  for 
his  levies  in  General  Heard's  Brigade,  as  far  as  they  may 
be  able,  to  expedite  the  equipment  of  the  said  levies.  It  is 
further  recommended  to  the  said  Committees  and  Colonels, 
that  Captain  WiJcoff  be  furnished  with  such  of  the  Arms 
and  Accoutrements  taken  from  non-Associators,  &c.,  within 
their  bounds,  as  may  be  fit  for  service,  he  giving  sutiicient 
vouchers  on  receiving  the  said  Arms. 

Ordered,  That  Philip  Johnston,  Esq.,  be  Co\ox\e\,  Joseph 
Phillips,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Piatt  Bayles  Major, 
of  the  Battalion  raised  in  the  Counties  of  Hunterdon  and 
Somerset,  in  the  Brigade  under  the  command  of  General 
Heard,  destined  to  reinforce  the  Army  at  ISew-  York. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  Battalions  in  the  Brigade  un- 
der General  Heard  take  rank  according  to  the  date  of  the 
commissions  of  the  Colonels ;  that  the  several  Companies 
in  each  Battalion  in  said  Brigade  take  rank  according  to  the 
date  of  the  commissions  of  the  Captains  ;  and  that  the  rank 
of  all  the  Officers  be  regulated  according  to  the  date  of  their 
several  commissions. 

John  Wetherill,  Esq.,  Colonel  of  the  Second  Battalion  of 
Foot  Militia  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  having  informed 
Mr.  Combs,  a  Member  of  this  House,  that  he  was  not  able 
to  perform  the  duty  of  his  office,  owing  to  his  indisposition 
and  advanced  age,  and  was  desirous  of  resigning  his  commis- 
sion, if  agreeable  to  Convention  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resignation  be  accepted. 

Azariah  Dunham,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Second  Bat- 
talion of  Foot  Militia  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  having 
informed  a  Member  of  this  House  that,  as  he  is  engaged  in 
the  office  of  Commissary,  he  cannot  discharge  the  duty  of 
his  military  office,  and  that  he  was  desirous  of  resigning  his 
commission,  if  agreeable  to  Convention  : 
Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  John  Neilson,  Esq.,  be  Colonel,  and  John 
DuychincJc,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Second  Batta- 
lion of  Foot  Militia  in  the  County  of  Middlesex. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Friday,  August  2, 1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  John  Dunn,  Esq.,  be  Major  of  the  Batta- 
lion detached  from  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  Middlesex, 
Monmouth,  and  Salem,  destined  to  reinforce  the  Flying- 
Camp,  in  the  room  of  Major  DuycMnck,  who  was  appointed 
to  that  command  but  refused  to  accept  of  it. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Hoops,  liq.,  be  Brigade-Major  of 
the  Militia  of  this  State  under  Brigadier-General  Dickenson. 

Ordered,  That  Reuben  Potter  be  Second  Major  of  the 
First  Battalion  of  Foot  Militia  in  the  County  of  Middlesex. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Sherrerd  be  required  to 
apprehend  Peter  Cyphers,  and  bring  him  forthwith  before 
this  Convention  in  custody. 

The  draft  for  amending  the  Militia  Ordinance  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  referred  to  further  consideration. 

The  Petition  of  sundry  persons  in  the  First  Regiment  of 
Foot  Militia  in  the  County  of  Monmouth,  praying  that  fur- 
ther Regulations  may  be  made  respecting  the  Militia,  he, 
was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon.. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Guisebert  Guisebertson,  Captain  of  a  Company  in  the  Se- 
cond Battalion  of  Foot  Militia,  in  the  County  of  Monmouth, 
having  resigned  bjs  commission  for  reasons  mentioned  in  his 
Letter : 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  County  Committees  in  this 
State  do  cause  Inventories  and  Appraisements  to  be  made 
of  the  Estates,  real  as  well  as  personal,  of  all  such  persons 
within  their  respective  bounds  as  have  or  shall  have  abscond- 
ed from  their  homes  and  joined  themselves  to  the  enemies  of 
this  State,  causing  all  perishable  articles  to  be  sold,  and  the 
moneys  arising  therefrom,  and  all  other  the  Goods  and  Estates 
of  such  persons,  that  they  keep  in  safe  and  secure  custody 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Convention,  or  the  determina- 
tion of  other  proper  judicature :  Provided,  That  the  said 


Committees  be  empowered  to  leave  any  part  of  the  said  Es- 
states  in  the  hands  of  the  relations  or  friends  of  such  abscond- 
ing persons,  taking  such  security  as  they  may  think  proper 
for  the  return  thereof,  or  of  the  value. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  draft 
prepared  by  the  Committee  for  amending  the  Militia  Ordi- 
nance, and  recommitted  it  to  the  same  Committee. 

The  Petition  of  sundry  persons  in  the  Second  Battalion  of 
Monmouth ;  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same 
Committee. 

The  Memorial  of  Captain  Hankinson,  of  Monmouth,  set- 
ting forth,  that  he  had  raised  a  Company  of  Minute-men,  to 
continue  in  service  for  the  space  of  two  months,  agreeable 
to  the  directions  of  the  late  Committee  of  Safety;  that  the 
said  Company  had  been  called  to  the  Hook  on  the  arrival 
of  General  Howe ;  and  praying  that  the  said  Company  may 
be  paid  for  such  service,  an  account  of  which  accompanied 
the  aforesaid  Memorial ;  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Accounts. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Saturday,  August  3,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  the  County  Committee  of  Essex  proceed 
to  hear  and  determine  the  charges  exhibited  against  the  four 
persons  apprehended  by  order  of  the  Secret  Committee  of 
the  State  of  New-York,  who  remained  confined  in  the  com- 
mon Jail  of  that  County  on  the  24th  day  of  JwZy  last;  and 
that  they  be  vested  with  full  power  to  acquit,  amerce,  or 
imprison  said  persons. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  draft  of  an  Or- 
dinance for  amending  the  Militia  Ordinance,  made  Report; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

The  Petition  of  Ebenezer  Foster,  now  on  his  parole  at 
Barnard's  Town,  praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  re- 
turn to  his  farm  at  Woodbridge ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Letter  of  John  Duyckinck,  Esq.,  appointed  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel of  the  Second  Battalion  of  Foot  Militia  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  enclosing  his  commission,  with  a  re- 
signation of  the  same  ;  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
draft  of  an  Ordinance  for  amending  the  Militia  Ordinance, 
read  the  second  time ;  and  after  sundry  Amendments,  on  the 
question.  Whether  the  same  do  pass  ?  It  was  carried  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

TEAS. 

Mr.  Ogden, 
Drake, 
Woodhull, 
Frelinghuysen, 
Faterson, 
Hardenbergh, 


Mr.  Linn, 
Taylor, 

Jnsiah  Holmes, 
E.  Clark, 
Hand, 
Dr.  Bloomfield, 

NAYS. 


Mr.  Quackenbush, 
Brown, 
Shaver, 
Shinn, 
Dick. 


Mr.  Joseph  Holmes,      Mr.  Elmer,  Mr.  Combs, 

Mott,  Buck,  John  Holmes. 

Sparks,  Bowen, 

Thomas  Skinner  and  Isaac  Bonnel,  Esqs.,  appeared  before 
Convention,  and  took,  on  oath,  the  Test  inserted  in  the  Elec- 
tion Ordinance.     Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  released  from  their  parole,  and  be 
entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  immunities  of  others  the  good 
subjects  of  this  Staje, 

Adjourned  to  Monday  afternoon,  five  o'clock. 

Monday,  August  5,  1776, 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  sufficient  number  of  Members  not  attending,  adjourned 
to  three  o'clock  to-morrow  afternoon, 

Tuesday,  August  6,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Jacob  Jennings  be  Surgeon  to  the 
Battalion  directed  to  be  detached  from  the  Militia  in  the 
Counties  of  Somerset,  Hunterdon,  and  Sussex,  to  be  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Mark  Thompson,  destined  to  rein- 
force the  Flying-Camp. 

The  Representation  of  the  County  Committee  of  Mon^ 
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mouth,  respecting  the  removal  of  tlie  Stock  on  the  sea-coast, 
&c.;  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

John  Carey,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Ephraim  Lloyd,  from  the  Coun- 
ty of  Salem,  presented  a  Remonstrance  to  this  Convention 
(being  duly  authorized  for  tliat  purpose)  against  the  Reso- 
lution which  passed  this  House  tlie  1.5th  day  of  Ju/y  last, 
directing  that  the  election  in  that  County  be  by  ballot,  and 
that  it  be  held  at  the  Court-House  in  the  Town  of  Salem, 
without  removing  from  place  to  place,  he,  and  requesting 
that  the  said  Resolution  be  rescinded ;  read,  and  ordered  a 
second  reading. 

Letter  from  General  Dickenson,  read. 

Agreeable  to  Certificate  of  Election, 

Ordered,  That  Abraham  Johannes  Blnuvelt  be  Captain, 
Cornelius  D.  Blauvelt  First  Lieutenant,  Guilliam  Bogart 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  John  Lo^'er  Ensign,  of  a  Company 
of  Foot  Militia  in  the  Township  of  ifamn^ton  and  County 
of  Bergen. 

Letter  from  the  County  Committee  of  Bergen,  informing 
that  some  of  the  Powder  lately  sent  to  that  County  by  this 
Convention  was  damaged  and  wholly  unfit  for  use,  and  pray- 
ing that  this  Convention  would  take  direction  therein,  and 
order  the  deficiency  to  be  made  up ;  read,  and  ordered  a 
second  reading. 

Letter  from  Colonel  Thomas,  enclosing  a  Letter  from  Mr. 
Bott,  informing  that  a  certain  Caleb  Hetfield  dissuaded  the 
Mihtia  from  turning  out  under  Colonel  Thomas,  and  even 
offered  a  bounty  to  restrain  and  keep  them  back ;  read,  and 
referred  to  the  County  Committee  of  Essex. 

Letter  from  Daniel  Johnes,  complaining  of  sundry  riotous 
and  disaffected  persons  in  his  Company,  one  of  whom  struck 
said  Johnes ;  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Adjourned  till  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  August  7, 1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Representation  of  the  Township  Committee  of  Wood- 
bridge,  setting  forth,  that  certain  persons  in  the  Third  Bat- 
talion of  Philadelphia  Militia  had  insulted  and  abused  Na- 
thaniel Fitz  Randolph  and  Ezekiel  Bloomfield,  inhabitants 
of  said  Township,  and  praying  that  this  Convention  would 
take  the  said  complaint  under  consideration ;  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  second  reading. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Stockton,  enclosing  certain  Resolves  of 
Congress,  directing  "  that  this  Convention  would  make  such 
provision  for  keeping  open  the  communication  between  the 
States  of  New-Jersey  and  New-  York,  by  way  of  the  Ferries 
over  Passaick  and  Hackinsack  Rivers,  as  to  them  shall  ap- 
pear most  effectual ;  and  that  Congress  will  reimburse  the 
expenses  of  such  service  to  the  State  of  New- Jersey;  and 
recommending  to  the  State  of  New-Jersey  to  order  their 
Militia  immediately  to  march  and  join  General  Mercer ;  read 
and  filed. 

Letter  from  General  Heard,  enclosing  Return  of  men  in 
his  Brigade ;  read  and  filed. 

Letter  from  General  Mercer;  read  and  filed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Deputies  in  Convention  be  allowed  at 
the  rate  of  six  shillings  a  day  for  every  day  they  have  or 
shall  attend  during  the  continuance  of  this  Convention,  to  be 
certified  by  Mr.  Elmer,  Dr.  Bloomfield,  Mr.  Hand,  and  Mr. 
Peterson,  or  any  two  of  them. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Remonstrance  of  certain  Freeholders  and  others. 
Electors  in  the  County  of  Salem,  against  the  Resolution  which 
passed  this  House  on  the  15th  day  of  July  last,  on  motion  of 
,  the  Deputies  of  that  County,  fee;  read  a  second  time: 
Whereas  on  motion  made  the  15th  day  of  last  month  by 
the  Members  of  the  County  of  Salem,  it  was  resolved, 
"  That  the  election  in  that  County  be  by  ballot,  and  that  it 
be  held  at  the  Court-House  in  the  Town  of  Salem,  without 
removing  from  place  to  place,  anything  in  the  Ordinance  for 
ascertaining  the  mode  and  places  of  election  before  contained 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding:"  And  whereas  a  Remon- 
strance, signed  by  a  great  number  of  the  Freeholders  and 
others,  Electors  of  said  County,  has  been  presented  to  this 
Convention  against  the  above-recited  Resolution,  praying 


that  the  same  may  be  rescinded,  and  that  the  ensuing  elec- 
tion in  said  County  may,  in  every  respect,  be  carried  on  in 
the  same  manner  as  ordained  by  Convention  for  all  the 
other  Counties  in  this  State : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  election  of  Members  to 
serve  in  Legislative  Council  and  Assembly  of  this  State  for 
the  County  of  Salem,  and  also  of  one  Sheriff  and  one  or 
more  Coroners  for  said  County,  to  be  held  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  this  instant  August,  be  conducted  in  the  same 
manner,  and  governed  by  the  same  regulations  as  are  pre- 
scribed and  ordained  by  this  Convention  for  all  the  other 
Counties  in  this  State,  anything  in  the  above-recited  Reso- 
lution, which  passed  on  the  motion  of  the  Deputies  from 
Salem,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Adjourned  till  Friday  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  August  9,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Officers  of  the  Second  Battalion 
of  Middlesex  County,  praying  a  division  thereof;  read,  and 
ordered  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ogden,  Mr.  Drummond,  Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Camp,  and  Mr.  Combs,  be  a  Committee  to  devise  ways 
and  means,  and  report  a  plan,  for  keeping  open  the  commu- 
nication between  this  State  and  New-  York,  by  way  of  Fer- 
ries over  the  Rivers  Passaick  and  Hackinsack. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of  the  8th  instant ; 
read,  and  filed. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  persons  in  the  South  Ward  of  New- 
Brunswick,  praying  the  interposition  of  this  House  relative 
to  the  choice  of  Officers  in  a  Company  of  Militia  late  com- 
manded by  Captain  Jacob  Pyatt;  read,  and  ordered  a  se- 
cond reading. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  persons  in  Barnard's  Town,  rela- 
tive to  a  Company  of  Militia,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  County  Com- 
mittee of  Somerset. 

The  Petition  from  sundry  Officers  of  the  Second  Battalion 
of  Middlesex  County,  praying  a  division,  Stc,  read  a  second 
time.     Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  third  Battalion  be  formed  out  of  the 
same,  to  consist  of  the  Companies  commanded  by  the  Cap- 
tains Artupce,  Barr,  Stout,  Schenck,  Scudder,  Wetherill, 
and  Pyatt. 

Ordered,  That  John  Duyckinck,  Esq.,  be  Colonel,  Jacob 
Hyer,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  William  Scudder,  Esq., 
first  Major  thereof,  and  that  the  second  Major  be  appointed 
on  the  return  of  General  Heard's  Brigade. 

Mr.  Ogden,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  devise  ways 
and  means  for  keeping  open  the  communication  between 
New-Jersey  and  New- York,  by  way  of  the  Ferries  over  Pas- 
saick and  Hackinsack,  reported  an  Ordinance  for  that  pur- 
pose; which  was  three  times  read,  and  passed.* 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

*.3n  Ordinance  for  keeping  ojim  the  commitnicalion  between  New-Jersbt 

and  New-York  by  way  of  the  Ferries  over  Passaick  and  Hackinsack 

Rivers. — Passed  August  9,  1776. 

The  Convention  liaving  received  information  that  the  Ferries  over 
Passaick  and  Hachiiisach  Rivers,  heVmeenJVewark aniJVe-wYork,^re 
neither  supphed  by  the  proprietors  thereof  or  their  tenants  with  such  a 
number  of  scows  and  proper  boats  as  are  requisite  in  our  present  alarm- 
ing situation,  nor  duly  attended  :  And  whereas  it  is  of  great  importance 
that  the  passing  and  repassing  between  this  State  and  JVe-w-York,  while 
the  enemy  is  at  our  door,  should  be  put  on  the  most  convenient  footing, 
and  the  said  proprietors  and  tenants,  notwithstanding  repeated  applica- 
tions, having  neglected  the  necessary  provision  for  the  aforesaid  pur- 
poses : 

It  is  therefore  resolvetl,  ordained,  and  directed,  That  the  management 
and  direction  of  said  ferries  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  said  proprie- 
tors, and  that  Messieurs  IVilliam  Camp  and  Joseph  lledden,  Jun.,  be, 
and  they  are  hereSy  appointed  Commissioners  to  take  into  their  hands 
the  possession,  sole  management,  and  direction  of  said  ferries,  and  hold 
the  same  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  until  the  first  day  of  December  next, 
unless  sooner  discharged  from  this  service  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State; 
and  they,  or  either  of  them,  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  provide 
at  least  four  scows  for  the  ferries  over  each  of  the  said  rivers,  and  to  em- 
ploy a  sufficient  number  of  hands  to  ply  and  attend  the  same,  and  also 
to  provide  ropes  to  be  stretched  across  the  said  rivers,  and  all  such  arti- 
cles as  they  shall  judge  expedient  for  the  service  aforesaid. 

JInd  it  is  further  resolved  and  directed,  'I'hat  no  Troops  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  them,  nor  their  baggage,  ammuni- 
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Saturday,  August  10,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ogdcn  and  Mr.  Dick  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  prepare  an  Ordinance  for  the  immediate  detaching 
of  one-half  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  to  join  the  Flying- 
Camp. 

The  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance  having  referred  the 
case  of  Lieutenant  Wadman  to  this  Convention,  the  same 
was  accordingly  considered.     Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Lieutenant  Wadman  sign  his  parole,  as 
settled  by  Congress,  to  depart  from  ihe  City  of  New-Bruns- 
wick to  Bordentown,  in  the  State  of  New- Jersey,  and  there, 
or  within  six  miles  thereof  in  said  State,  to  remain,  and  not 
to  depart  said  bounds  unless  with  leave  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  the  Convention,  or  future  Legislature 
of  this  State. 

The  Con\mittee  of  the  Western  Precinct  of  Somerset 
County  having  referred  the  case  of  Joseph  Stockton  to  this 
Convention,  and  before  the  charge  was  considered  said 
Stockton  having  requested  time  in  order  to  determine 
whether  he  should  sign  the  Test  inserted  in  the  Election 
Ordinance, 

Ordered,  That  he  have  time  for  a  few  days  to  consider 
thereof,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  return  to  Hillsborough. 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Jones  be  Second  Lieutenant  in 
Captain  Anderson's  Company,  in  the  Battalion  whereof 
Silas Newcomb,  Esq.,  is  Colonel,  in  General  Heard's  Brigade, 
and  that  he  continue  Adjutant  of  the  same  Battalion. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

General  Mercer's  Letter,  received  this  day,  was  read,  and 
filed. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Ordinance  for 
the  immediate  detaching  one-half  of  the  Militia,  &;c.,  made 
Report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  second  reading. 

Inventories  of  the  Estates  of  Anthony  Woodward  and 
William  Guisebertson,  of  Monmouth  County,  persons  who 
have  absconded  from  their  homes,  and  joined  the  enemy, 
were  read  and  filed. 

Resolved,  That,  to  prevent  desertion,  no  person  or  per- 
sons belonging  to,  or  coming  from,  the  Army  in  the  State  of 
New-Jersey  be  permitted  to  go  over  any  of  the  Ferries  in  or 
travel  through  said  State  without  a  pass,  signed  either  by 
General  Mercer,  Colonel  Griffin,  or  Colonel  Biddle,  and  all 
persons  in  general,  and  in  particular  the  Members  of  Com- 
mittees, Militia  Officers,  and  owners  or  keepers  of  Ferries, 
are  strictly  enjoined  to  carry  this  Resolution  into  effect,  by 
apprehending  and  securing  every  person  belonging  to,  or 
coming  from,  said  Army,  who  shall  not  have  a  pass  signed 
as  above  directed,  until  he  can  be  reconducted  to  the  Army 
aforesaid. 

The  draft  of  a  Bill  for  the  immediate  detaching  of  one- 
half  of  the  Militia  to  join  the  Flying-Camp,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  Mr.  Ogden, 
Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr.  Paterson. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Sunday,  August  11,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Bill  for  the 

tion,  or  their  other  wagons,  carriages,  or  horses,  shall  pay  more  than  one- 
third  part  of  the  ferriage  paid  by  such  as  are  not  in  said  service ;  and,  to 
prevent  a  misconstruction  of  this  resolve.  It  is  hereby  declared.  That  Com- 
missaries, or  other  persons  supplying  the  Army  by  contract  with  pro- 
visions, stores,  &c.,  are  not  intended  to  be  either  included  in,  or  to  receive 
any  private  benefit  from,  the  said  resolve. 

,3nd  it  is  further  resolved  and  directed,  That  the  said  Commissioners 
keep  an  exact  account  as  well  of  the  expenses  and  disbursements  as  of 
the  money*  they  shall  receive  for  ferriages;  and  the  said  Commissioners, 
or  either  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  draw  orders  on  either  of  the 
Treasurers  of  this  State  for  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  disbursements  aforesaid,  and  his  or  their  receipts  thereof  shall  be  suffi- 
cient vouchers  to  indemnify  the  said  Treasurers,  their  heirs,  executors, 
and  administrators,  for  the  payment  of  said  orders ;  and  at  the  expiration 
of  the  said  term  the  said  accounts  of  disbursements  and  moneys  received 
for  ferriage  l)y  the  Commissioners  shall  be  submitted  to  the  examination 
of  the  said  proprietors,  who  shall  and  may  then  choose,  either  to  accept 
of  the  profits  arising  from  the  said  ferries  while  in  the  hands  of  said  Com- 
missioners, after  paying  thereout  such  sum  for  said  Commissioners'  attend- 
ance on  the  business  aforesaid  as  by  the  Representatives  of  this  State  shall 
be  adjudged,  or  be  paid  a  reasonable  rent  for  the  ferries  during  the  time 
aforesaid. 


immediate  detaching  one-half  of  the  Militia,  Sec,  made 
Report ;  and,  after  sundry  Amendments,  was  agreed  to  una- 
nimously.* 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

*Jin  Ordinance  for  detaching  o  ne-half  of  Ihe  Militia. — Patted  A  vocst 
11,  1776. 

The  Convention  viewing  with  serious  concern  the  present  alarming 
situation  of  this  and  their  sister  States,  that  on  a  prudent  use  of  the 
present  moment  depend  their  lives,  their  liberty,  and  happiness,  think  it 
their  indispensable  duty  to  put  the  Militia  on  such  a  footing  that  their 
whole  force  may  be  most  advantageously  exerted,  and  to  call  out  the  one- 
half  into  immediate  service,  to  be  relieved  by  the  olher  monthly: 

Jie  it  therefore  resohed,  ordained,  and  directed,  That  all  able-bodied 
men,  without  exception,  in  this  State,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and 
fifty,  be  immediately  enrolled  by  the  Captains  of  the  Militia  in  whose 
Districts  they  live,  into  their  several  Companies,  and  be  called,  and 
deemed  to  be,  in  construction  of  this  Ordinance,  the  Militia  of  this  State, 
and  to  be  in  that  Regiment  to  which  the  Company  Ihey  are  enrolled  in 
belongs ;  and  that  the  said  Militia  be  formed  into  two  divisions,  in  manner 
following,  to  wit:  Orders  shall  be  immediately  issued  by  Ihe  Brigadiers- 
General  to  the  several  Colonels  or  Commanding  Officers  of  every  regiment 
and  battaUon  within  this  State,  to  call  together  without  delay  all  that  ate 
directed  as  aforesaid  to  be  enrolled  in  their  several  Companies ;  and  in 
those  regiments  or  battalions  where  one-half  will  not  turn  out  volunteers 
to  serve  in  the  first  division,  that  the  divisions  be  determined  by  lot. 

That  the  first  division  be  immediately  equipped  with  arms  and  every 
necessary  accoutrement  that  can  be  obtained,  and  four  days'  provision, 
and  march  with  all  despatch  to  join  the  Flying-Camp  in  this  State.  And 
to  the  end  that  the  several  divisions  may  be  properly  formed  and  offi- 
cered, it  is  hereby  directed.  That  the  battalions  of  the  first  division  shall 
be  formed  as  follows,  to  wit:  one  battalion  from  the  regiments  or  batta- 
lions whereof  Philip  Van  Cortland  and  Edward  Thomas,  Esquires,  are 
Colonels ;  another  battalion  from  the  regiment  whereof  Theunis  Dey, 
Esq.,  is  Colonel ;  another  battalion  from  the  battalions  whereof  Jacob 
Ford  and  Jacob  Drake,  Esquires,  are  Colonels ;  another  battalion  from 
the  two  regiments  and  one  battaUon  whereof  Jl/ar A-  Thompson,  Ephraim 
Martin,  John  Cleave  Symtnes,  Esquires,  are  Colonels ;  another  battalion 
from  the  two  battalions  whereof  Stephen  Hunt  and  Abraham  Quich, 
Esquires,  are  Colonels ;  another  battalion  from  the  battalions  whereof 
George  Taylor,  David  Brearley,  Daniel  Hendrickson,  Esquires,  are 
Colonels ;  another  battalion  from  the  battalions  whereof /onaMa/j  Deare, 
Esq.,  is  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  John  JVeilson  and  John  Duyckinck, 
Esquires,  are  Colonels ;  atiother  battalion  from  the  battalions  whereof 
Isaac  Smith  and  David  Chambers,  Esqs.,  are  Colonels;  another  batta- 
lion from  the  battalions  vihereof  Joseph  Beavers  and  John  Mehelm,  Esqs., 
are  Colonels;  another  battalion  from  the  battalions  whereof  Jose/i/j  Bor- 
den and  Charles  Bead,  Esquires,  are  Colonels;  another  battalion  from 
the  battalions  whereof  Joseph  Ellis  and  Richard  Somers,  Esquires,  are 
Colonels,  and  Samuel  Tonkin,  Esquire,  is  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  another 
battalion  from  the  battalions  whereof  Samuel  Dick  and  John  Holme, 
Esquires,  are  Colonels ;  and  another  battalion  from  the  battalions  whereof 
Silas  JVcTvcomb  and  David  Potter,  Esquires,  are  Colonels. 

That  the  Field  and  other  officers  of  every  two  regiments  or  battalions 
from  whence  by  division  a  battalion  is  to  be  formed  as  aforesaid,  meet 
together  as  soon  as  possible;  and  the  officers  to  comriiand  each  division 
shall  be  determined  as  follows :  one  of  the  regiments  or  battalions  shall 
furnish  a  Colonel,  the  other  a  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  so  alternately  the 
Majors  and  olher  officers ;  and  if  it  cannot  readily  be  agreed  by  the  said 
officers  which  regiment  or  battalion  shall  furnish  the  Colonel,  or  other 
Field-Officer  for  the  first  division,  the  same  shall  be  determined  by  lot ; 
and  wheresoever  there  are  a  greater  number  of  Companies  in  one  than 
in  the  other  of  the  said  regiments  or  battalions  from  whence  one  is  to  be 
formed  as  aforesaid,  if  the  Captains  and  Subalterns  in  that  regiment  or 
battalion  containing  the  greatest  number  of  Companies  do  not  agree 
among  themselves  who  shall  serve  in  the  first  division,  the  same  shall  be 
determined  by  lot. 

That  in  the  County  where  there  is  but  one  regiment,  either  the  Colo- 
nel and  one  of  the  Majors,  or  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  the  other 
Major,  go  out  with  the  first  division ;  and  if  not  agreed  on  among  them- 
selves which  of  them  shall  go  in  the  first  division,  the  same  shall  be 
determined  by  lot ;  and  wheresoever  a  battalion  is  to  be  formed  out  of 
three  regiments  or  battalions,  the  Ficld-Officers  shall  go  out  in  rotation. 

That  the  battalions  for  the  second  division  shall  be  formed  in  Ijke 
manner  as  those  of  the  first  division,  to  wit :  each  of  the  remaining  half 
parts  of  such  regiments  or  battalions  out  of  which  a  battalion  is  above 
directed  to  be  farmed  tor  the  first  division,  shall  forni  a  battalion  for  the 
second  division. 

That  the  first  division  shall  continue  in  service  for  and  duririg  the  term 
of  one  month,  to  be  computed  from  the  time  of  joining  the  Flying-Camp ; 
and  then,  unless  sooner  discharged,  to  be  relieved  by  the  second  division, 
and  so  alternately  every  month,  until  orders  to  the  contrary  shall  be 
issued  by  the  liCgislature,  the  Commander-in-Chief,  or  one  of  the  Briga- 
diers-General of  this  State. 

That  to  the  end  that  every  man  of  the  first  division  may  be  completely 
equipped  as  far  as  possible,  the  several  Colonels  or  Commanding  Officers 
of  each  regiment  or  battalion  of  the  Militia  are  hereby  directed  to  take 
from  the  Militia  of  the  second  division  of  their  respective  regiments  or 
battalions  a  sufficient  number  of  their  best  arms,  and  equip  those  of  the 
first  division,  giving  receipts  and  taking  just  appraisements;  and  when 
relieved  by  the  second  division,  those  of  the  first  shall  redeliver  the  same 
to  them ;  and  also  such  numbers  of  their  own  arms  as  shall  be  needed  to 
be  taken,  and  appraised  in  the  manner  aforesaid ;  and  the  same  arras  so 
at  any  time  lent  or  taken,  if  lost  or  damaged  in  the  service,  shall  be  made 
good  by  this  Stale. 

That  every  private  shall  and  may  have  the  liberty  of  timely  providing 
an  able-bodied  man  to  serve  in  his  stead,  to  be  approved  by  the  Captain 
of  the  Company  in  which  he  is  to  serve. 

That  every  officer  refusing  to  serve  in  his  turn  shall  be  cashiered  and 
reduced  into  the  ranks,  and  shall  be  fined  in  manner  following :  a  Colo- 
nel £20;  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  £15;  a  Major  £12;  a  Captain  £8;  a 
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Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  no  Ti-oops  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  of  them,  nor  their  Baggage,  Ammunition, 
or  their  other  Wagons,  shall  pay  for  passing  any  of  the 
Ferries  within  this  State  more  than  one-third  part  of  the 
ferriage  usually  paid  by  such  as  are  not  in  said  service.  And 
to  prevent  a  misconstruction  of  this  Resolve,  It  is  hereby 
declared.  That  Commissaries  or  other  pereons  supplying  the 
Army  with  Provisions,  Stores,  &tc.,  are  not  intended  to  be 
included  in  said  Resolve,  so  as  to  receive  any  private  benefit 
from  the  same. 

A  Letter  from  tlie  War-Office,  of  the  6th  of  August ;  read 
and  filed. 

Adjourned  to  Thursday,  three  o'clock. 

Thursday,  August  15,  1776. 
A  sufficient  number  of  Members  not  attending,  the  Con- 
vention did  not  meet. 

Friday,  August  16,  1776. 

The  Convention  met. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committees  of  the  several  Counties, 
Towns,  and  Districts,  in  this  State,  do  make  out  lists  of  the 
Prisoners  of  War  which  now  are  or  have  been  resident  within 
their  Districts,  and  transmit  the  same  to  this  Convention,  or 
the  future  Legislature  of  this  State,  without  delay. 

Mr.  Hardenbergh  added  to  the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Richard  Lott,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of  the  Second  Battalion  of  Middlesex. 

Ordered,  That  John  Taylor  be  appointed  Fii3t  Major 
thereof. 

The  Petition  of  Captain  Philip  Van  Arsdalen,  praying 
leave  to  raise  a  Company  of  Light- Horse  in  Somerset  Coun- 
ty; read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  the  Officers  of  the  Second  Battalion  of 
Middlesex  County,  praying  an  addition  of  Captain  fVethe- 
rilFs  Company  to  that  Battalion ;  read,  and  ordered  a  second 
reading. 

Adjourned  t\\\  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Lieutenant,  Ensign,  or  Adjutant,  jE6 ;  a  non^iommissioncd  officer  £3  ; 
and  every  private  refusing  to  serve  in  his  turn  as  aforesaid  shall  be  fined 
£3. 

That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  privates,  to  be  computed  from  the 
time  of  their  marching  to  join  the  Flying-Camp,  shall  be,  in  all  respects, 
the  same  as  those  in  the  Continental  service. 

And  whereas  the  principles  of  equity  and  humanity  require  that  a  pro- 
per compensation  and  provision  be  made  for  the  families  of  all  such  as 
may  be  killed  or  wounded  in  the  service ;  the  Convention  pledge  the 
faith  of  this  State  that  an  adequate  provision  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 
shall  be  made  in  such  manner  as  that  an  equitable  share  of  the  burden 
shall  fall  upon  those  who  do  not  go  out  with  one  or  other  of  said  divisions 
on  their  tour  of  service;  it  being  clearly  the  opinion  of  the  Convention 
that  the  fines  above-mentioned  to  be  paid  by  those  who  do  not  go  out, 
being  but  a  small  share  of  property,  are  not  equivalent,  nor  can,  with 
any  degree  of  reason,  be  put  in  competition  with  the  risk  of  lives  and 
limbs  of  those  who  go  into  the  service ;  and  also  upon  persons  of  property 
above  the  age  of  fifty,  who  are  neither  required  to  do  duty  nor  pay  any 
fine. 

In  this  interesting  situation — viewing,  on  the  one  hand,  an  active,  inve- 
terate, and  implacable  enemy,  increasing  fast  in  strength,  daily  receiving 
large  reinforcements,  and  industiiously  preparing  to  strike  some  decisive 
blow;  on  the  other,  a  considerable  part  of  the  inhabitants  supinely  slum- 
bering on  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  moved  with  afl'ccting  apprehensions,  the 
Convention  think  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  warn  their  constituents  of 
the  impending  danger.  On  you,  our  friends  and  brethren,  it  depends,  this 
day,  to  determine,  whether  you,  your  wives,  your  children,  and  millions 
of  your  descendants,  yet  unborn,  shall  wear  the  galling,  the  ignominious 
yoke  of  slavery;  or  nobly  inherit  the  generous,  the  inestimable  blessings 
of  freedom.  The  alternative  is  before  you — can  you  hesitate  in  your 
choice?  can  you  doubt  which  to  prefer  1  Say! — will  you  be  slaves  1 
Will  you  toil  and  labour  and  glean  together  a  little  property,  merely  that 
it  may  be  at  the  disposal  of  a  relentless  and  rapacious  conqueror  ?  Will 
you,  of  choice,  become  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  ?  Impossi- 
ble !  You  cannot  be  so  amazingly  degenerate  as  to  lick  the  hand  that  is 
raised  to  shed  your  blood !  Nature  and  Nature's  God  have  made  you 
free!  Liberty  is  the  birthright  otjlmericam!  the  gift  is  of  Heaven! 
and  the  instant  it  is  forced  from  you,  you  take  leave  of  everything  valu- 
able on  earth.  Your  happiness  or  misery,  virtuous  independence  or  in- 
dignant servitude,  hang  trembling  in  the  balance.  Happily,  we  know 
we  can  anticipate  your  virtuous  choice.  With  confident  satisfaction  we 
are  assured  that  not  a  moment  will  delay  your  important  decision — that 
you  cannot  feel  hesitation,  whether  you  will  tamely  and  degenerately 
bend  your  necks  to  the  irretrievable  wretchedness  of  slavery — or,  by  your 
instant  and  animated  exertions,  enjoy  the  fair  inheritance  of  Heaven-born 
freedom,  and  transmit  it  unimpaired  to  your  posterity. 


Saturday,  August  17,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.  Adjourned  to  3  o'clock, 
afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  William  Ch.  Huston,  Captain  of  a  Com- 
pany in  the  Second  Battalion  of  Foot  Militia  in  the  County 
of  Somerset,  setting  forth,  that  from  his  connection  with  the 
College  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Witherspoon,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances, he  cannot  pay  the  due  attention  to  his  Com- 
pany, and  begging  leave  to  resign  his  commission. 

Ordered,  That  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

In  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress, 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Workmen  of  this  State  actually 
employed  in  the  manufactory  of  Fire-Arms  be  excused  from 
going  out  with  the  Militia  when  called  upon. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted 
by  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  be  a  legal  tender 
within  the  Slate  of  New- Jersey,  for  all  sums  of  money  due 
and  owing  from  one  person  to  another. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sergeant  revise,  correct,  and  tran- 
scribe the  Minutes  of  this  Convention  for  the  press,  to  be 
inspected,  approved,  and  signed  by  the  President,  and  that 
he  have  the  same  compensation  as  has  been  allowed  to  the 
Clerks  of  Assembly  in  this  State. 

Whereas  the  difference  of  the  several  Currencies  within 
this  State  very  greatly  perplexes  many  of  the  good  people 
thereof,  and  more  especially  such  of  the  people  of  the  neigh- 
bouring States  as  have  come  hither  for  our  defence  against 
the  common  enemy,  and  gives  occasion  to  great  impositions 
and  deceits. 

Resolved, unanimously.  That  all  payments  and  receipts  be 
made  in  every  part  of  this  State  in  Proclamation  money  of 
New-Jersey,  at  Is.  6d.  the  dollar,  reckoning  the  difference 
between  the  usual  prices  heretofore  taken  in  any  other  cur- 
rency, and  reducing  the  same  to  Proclamation. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Monday,  August  19,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Upon  the  application  of  Doctor  Samuel  Bard,  for  the  as- 
sistance and  encouragement  of  this  State  in  the  erecting  of 
Salt  Works, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  State  will,  upon  good 
security,  lend  to  the  said  Doctor  Bard  a  sum  of  money  not 
exceeding  £500,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  without  interest, 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  Salt  Works  within  this  State. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  State  will  receive  Salt 
manufactured  by  the  said  Doctor  Bard,  at  one  dollar  the 
bushel,  in  payment  of  said  sum  of  money :  Provided,  The 
same  be  tendered  for  payment  before  the  expiration  of  two 
years  after  the  loan  of  the  money. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  if  any  of  the  works  so  to 
be  raised  shall  be  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  this  State  will 
sustain  the  loss  of  one  half  of  the  money  which  shall  have 
been  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  such  works, 
out  of  the  money  advanced  on  loan  by  this  State  to  the  said 
Doctor  Bard. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  Workmen  actually  em- 
ployed in  the  said  works,  not  exceeding  ten,  be  exempt  from 
military  duty  during  the  time  which  they  shall  be  so  em- 
ployed :  Provided,  That  the  said  money  be  lent  upon  con- 
dition that  the  works  shall  be  completed  within  three  months 
of  the  said  loan  ;  and  that  the  said  Dr.  Bard  be  not  entitled 
to  receive  the  bounty  heretofore  offered  on  Salt. 

A  Petition  signed  by  fifty-six  Associators,  in  the  Com- 
pany of  Captain  Smith,  in  the  Precinct  of  Upper  Alloway's 
Creek,  in  the  County  of  Salem,  praying  that  they  may  be 
formed  into  a  distinct  Company,  and  be  officered  by  Abner 
Penton  as  Captain,  Eaton  Haywood  First  Lieutenant,  Jacob 
Houseman  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Thomas  Smith  Ensign, 
was  read. 

A  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  the  said  Precinct  was 
also  read,  recommending  that  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petition 
may  be  granted.     Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  prayer  of  said  Petition  be  granted,  and 
that  Commissions  do  issue  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  afternoon. 
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ftlet  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  Isaac  Low,  Esq.,  apprehended  on  suspicion  of 
being  unfriendly  to  the  cause  oi  American  freedom,  did  lately 
give  his  parole  to  the  Convention,  drawn  in  the  usual  man- 
ner ;  and  whereas  this  Convention  are  now  fully  satisfied  as 
to  the  grounds  of  such  suspicion  : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Low  be  released  from  hi^  parole,  re- 
stored to  his  former  liberty,  and  entitled,  during  his  stay  in 
this  State,  to  all  the  rights  and  immunities  of  others  the  good 
subjects  thereof. 

Mr.  Joseph  Stockton  having  appeared  before  Convention, 
and  took,  on  oath,  the  Test  inserted  in  the  Election  Ordi- 
nance, 

Ordered,  That  the  Bond  Mr.  Stockton  executed  to  the 
Committee  be  cancelled  ;  that  he  be  released  from  his  pre- 
sent confinement,  and  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  im- 
munities of  others  the  good  subjects  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hardenbergh,  Mr.  Elmer,  Mr.  Con- 
diet,  and  Mr.  Hand,  be  a  Committee  to  settle  the  Accounts 
of  John  Dennis,  Esq.,  the  Eastern  Treasurer. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  August  30,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  Accounts  of  John 
Dennis,  Esq.,  made  Report ;  which  was  read  and  accepted. 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Crow  do  sign  his  parole,  and  give  bond 
in  the  sum  of  £500  for  the  performance  thereof,  to  depart 
from  hence  to  the  Town  oi  Mount  Holly,  in  the  County  of 
Burlington,  there,  or  within  the  circle  of  four  miles  thereof, 
to  remain  until  discharged,  or  otherwise  permitted  by  this 
Convention. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  who  have  received  any  pub- 
lick  Money  of,  or  are  indebted  to,  this  Convention,  or  any 
Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  State,  do  account 
for  the  same  to  the  future  Legislature  of  said  State,  or  such 
person  or  persons  as  they  shall  nominate  and  appoint. 

Thomas  Hutton,  who  was  appointed  to  search  for  Lead 
and  Sulphur  Mines  and  Flint  Quarries,  made  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  he  had  not  discovered  any  Lead  Mines,  but  that  he 
found  symptoms  thereof  (which  he  produced)  on  the  plan- 
tation of  Casper  Smith,  about  four  miles  from  Newtown,  in 
Sitssex. 

He  also  produced  a  sample  of  Black  Lead,  which  he 
found  at  Port  Chuck,  near  the  drowned  land  in  Sussex,  and 
thinks  a  large  quantity  of  Black  Lead  may  be  had  at  the 
above  place. 

He  produced  several  samples  of  Sulphur,  which  he  found 
on  the  land  of  James  Young,  in  the  Township  of  Mendham, 
and  County  of  Morris ;  imagines  great  quantities  of  Sulphur 
may  be  had  there  ;  thinks  he  could  raise  it  for  thirty  shillings, 
or,  at  most,  forty  shillings  (the  latter  including  Gunpowder) 
a  ton. 

Samples  of  Flints,  which  he  found  on  a  hill  near  Colonel 
Martin's,  and  the  brook  called  Beaver  Run,  in  Sussex,  great 
quantities  whereof  may  be  had  there,  and  they  are  exceed- 
ing promising. 

Ordered,  That  Moses  Ivins  be  fined  in  the  sum  of  £30, 
Richard  Robins  in  the  sum  of  £22,  John  Leonard  in  the 
sum  of  £20,  Thomas  Lewis  Woodward  in  the  sura  of  £16, 
and  Ezekiel  Forman  in  the  sum  of  £3,  Proclamation  money 
of  the  State  of  New-Jersey. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  August  21, 1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  some  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  several 
Committees  in  this  State  will  not  expire  on  the  meeting  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  Assembly : 

It  is,  therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  said  Committees  shall 
continue  to  execute  the  duty  of  their  office  as  heretofore, 
until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  future  Legislature  of  thb 
State. 
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Whereas  the  late  Ordinance  of  this  Convention  directing 
that  all  able-bodied  men,  without  exception,  between  the 
ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty,  should  be  forthwith  enrolled,  and 
deemed  to  be  the  Militia  of  this  State,  one-half  of  whicli  were 
ordered  into  immediate  service,  hath  not  pointed  out  either 
the  mode  of  levying  the  Fines  payable  by  such  as  do  not 
go  out  in  their  proper  turn ;  or  the  use  to  which  the  same 
when  levied  shall  be  appropriated  : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Fines  shall  be  recovered 
by  the  Captains  of  the  Companies  in  which  the  delinquents 
are  enrolled,  in  the  manner  directed  by  an  Ordinance  of  the 
late  Congress,  bearing  date  the  28th  of  October,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  Fines  payable  by  those  who  have  been 
or  shall  be  enrolled  in  consequence  of  the  late  Ordinance  of 
this  Convention,  passed  the  llth  of  this  instant,  be  appro- 
priated to  such  publick  use  as  the  future  I^egislature  of  this 
State  shall  direct;  and  that  the  Fines  payable  by  those  for- 
merly enrolled  be  appropriated  as  is  directed  by  the  Resolves 
of  this  Convention,  bearing  date  the  3d  of  this  instant. 

Resolved,  That  the  Captains  shall  respectively  be  ac- 
countable for  the  amount  of  the  Fines  levied  in  pursuance 
of  the  Ordinance  aforesaid  of  the  llth  instant,  to  the  future 
Legislature,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall  no- 
minate and  appoint. 

And  whereas  this  Convention  have  been  given  to  under- 
stand that  divers  persons  have  been  extremely  aggrieved  by 
excessive  distresses  for  Fines  incurred  by  breach  of  the  seve- 
ral Militia  Ordinances,  goods  to  a  great  value  having  been 
seized  for  small  Fines : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  all  persons  who  shall  here- 
after be  aggrieved  by  such  excessive  distresses  be  entitled 
to  recover  damages  in  like  manner  as  for  excessive  distresses 
at  common  law. 

The  Committee  of  Accounts  made  report  of  sundry  arti 
cles  contained  in  the  draft  of  an  Ordinance  for  the  payment 
of  incidental  charges;  which,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  do  pass.  * 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 
Adjourned  without  day. 

*An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  Payment  of  Incidental  Charges. 
Passed  August  21,  1776. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  such  incidental 
charges  as  have  accrued  during  the  sittings  of  this  Convention : 

It  is  therefore  resolved  and  directed,  That  there  be  paid  by  cither  of 
the  Treasurers  to  the  President  and  each  of  the  Members  of  this  Conven- 
tion the  sum  of  six  shillings  per  diem  for  every  day  they  have  or  shall 
attend  during  the  continuance  of  this  Convention,  to  be  certified  by  Mr. 
Elmer,  Dr.  Bloomfield,  Mr.  Paterson,  and  Mr.  Hand,  or  any  two  of  them. 

To  the  Secretary  of  this  Convention  the  sum  of  fourteen  shillings  per 
diem  for  each  day  he  hath  or  shall  attend  this  Convention,  to  be  certified 
as  aforesaid. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bowes  Head,  the  sum  of  j£51  2».  lOrf.,  in  full 
of  bis  Account  for  himself  and  Guard  for  William  Franklin,  Esq.,  while 
a  Prisoner  in  Burlijigton,  and  on  his  way  to  Princeton ;  and  the  Guard's 
pay  for  six  nights  and  two  days  while  on  said  service. 

To  Colonel  Charles  Read  ani  Major  Haight,  the  sum  of  £87  7«.  10</., 
in  full  for  the  pay  and  subsistence  for  themselves,  Officers,  and  Privates, 
on  their  first  expedition  to  Monmouth. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ellis  Cook,  £5  18s.  7d.,  York  money,  in  full 
for  six  days'  wages  and  subsistence,  and  cash  paid  for  Ferriage  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fiibf  men  of  his  detachment. 

To  Joseph  Ilugg,  Esq.,  dE3  5s.  6(/.,  in  full  of  his  Account  for  transport- 
ing two  tons  and  four  pounds  of  Powder,  expense  of  loEiding,  storing,  &c. 

To  John  Denis,  Esq.,  twenty-five  shillings,  in  full  of  his  Account  for 
Paper  furnished  for  the  Convention. 

To  Daniel  Baillergeau,  Doorkeeper,  for  his  attending  fourteen  days 
at  Trenton,  £2  16s.,  in  full  of  his  Account. 

To  John  Cleaves  Symmea, for  Doctor  Baldwin's  Bill, £3  12s.  lid., and 
£3. 2s.  8(/.  for  attending  two  Continental  soldiers  of  Colonel  Maxieell's 
Battalion,  and  4s.  for  horse-hire,  in  full  of  his  Account. 

To  Rensselaer  Williams  £6  6s.,  in  full  of  his  Account. 

To  Mrs.  Rachel  Steele  £3  18s.  id.,  in  full  of  her  Account. 

To  Lieutenant  Elliot  llo-well  18s.,  in  full  of  his  Account  for  guarding 
Thomas  Okeson  from  Burlington  to  Trenton. 

To  Captain  Thomas  Kinney  £105  Is.  7d.,  for  himself  and  Guard  in 
attending  William  Franklin,  Esquire,  from  Morristovin  to  Governour 
Trumbull,  in  the  State  of  Cotmecticut. 

To  .laron  Penson  and  James  jVutman,  the  sum  of  £5,  in  full,  for 
guarding  Conrad  Hendricks  to  Trentoii. 

To  Colonel  JVathaniel  Heard,  Esq.,  £54  10s.  bd.,  in  full  of  his  Account 
for  guarding  William  Franklin,  Esq.,  from  .imboy  to  Burlington. 

To  Colonel  JVathaniel  Heard,  Esq.,  £753  9s.  7d.,  in  full  of  his  Ac- 
count for  the  Middlesex,  Essex,  and  Somerset  Militias,  for  the  expedi- 
tion to  Staten-Island,  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  JVfew- 
York,  on  their  promise  of  repayment. 

To  Captain  James  Wheeler  £52  Is.  2;/.,  in  full  of  his  Account  in 
marching  his  Company  of  Militia  to  JVew-York,  by  order  of  Lord  Stil- 
ling, Brigadier-General. 
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To  Capt.  Robert  Dritmmond £\  14«.  lliA,  in  full  for  J\i'icholas  Roche's 
Account  of  cijienses  and  Mfdicinea  for  tlie  Militia  when  marcliing  to 
Long-lalanil. 

To  Frederick  Freliiighni/sen  £61  13».  2(/.,  being  the  balance  due  him, 
and  men  by  him  inlistcd  for  the  Eastern  Company  of  Artillery,  wlio  were 
discharged  upon  his  resignation. 

To  Major  John  I>unii  27«.  'id.,  in  full  for  his  Account  of  expenses  to 
Monmouth  Court-House  by  order  of  the  Convention. 

To  Dr.  Alusea  Bloomjield  £b  1 1«.  5rf.,  in  full  of  bis  Account  of  Medi- 
cines and  attendance  on  Captain  .\"ee/'»  .\rtillery  Company. 

To  Jonathan  JUowen  10«.,  in  full  of  his  expenses  to  Salem. 

To  Colonel  George  Taylor,  Esq.,  £176  18«.  2(/.,  in  full  of  the  balance 
due  him  as  Commissary,  and  reviewing  Captain  Stillwell's  Company. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Samuel  f'orman  £79  lis.  Id.,  in  part  for  his 
Account  for  himself  and  the  oflicers  and  men  under  his  command,  in 
pursuit  of  the  disaliected  in  JMomnouth  County,  by  order  of  this  Con- 
vention. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Samuel  Forman  £15  10s.  3</.,  in  full  of  tho 
balance  due  for  his  Militia  marching  in  the  County  of  Monmouth  with 
Colonel  Charlea  Read,  in  apprehending  disaffected  persons. 

To  Captain  Robert  Rhea  £4  4s.  3d.,  in  full  of  his  Account  for  guard- 
ing Thomas  Okeson  from  Monmouth  to  Burlington. 

To  Josiah  Franklin  Davenport  £3,  in  full  of  his  Account  for  board- 
ing William  Franklin,  Esq.,  and  his  servant,  one  week. 

To  Captain  IVilUam  Kelsey  £30,  towards  subsisting  his  Company  on 
their  march  from  Cumberland  to  J\"ew-York,  to  join  the  Brigade  under 
General  Heard. 

To  Colonel  Charles  Read  and  Major  Jiaight  £200  6«.  2rf.,  in  full  of 
their  Accounts  for  tho  second  expedition  with  the  Militia  of  Burlington 
into  the  County  o(  Monmouth  in  pursuit  of  the  disaffected. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boives  Read  the  sum  of  £201,  towards  defray- 
ing the  expense  of  removing  the  Continental  Prisoners  from  Burlington 
to  York  County,  in  Pennsylvania,  with  their  Baggage. 

To  John  Schurman,  Chairman  of  the  County  Committee  of  Middle- 
sex, the  sum  of  £25,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  price  of  hiring  Bag- 
gage-Wagons, Expresses,  &c. 

To  Dr.  Thomas  H'iggins,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  at  Princeton, 
the  sum  of  £25,  for  forwarding  expresses,  &c. 

To  Colonel  Joseph  Bordeyi,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  £54,  in  full  of  his  ac- 
countfor  lourteen  Wagons  employed  in  transporting  the  Baggage  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Brodhead's  Battalion  of  Riflemen  from  Bordentovin  to 
BrunsToick  and  Amboy,  in  the  Continental  service. 

To  Colonel  Joseph  Borden  £123  Is.  Id.,  for  paying  bounty  and  sub- 
sistence of  twenty-five  men  in  Captain  Anderson's  Company, 

To  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Bergen,  the  sum  of  £355  10s.,  in 
full  of  their  Account,  for  seventy-nine  stand  of  Arms  delivered  Captain 
Meeker,  in  Lord  Stirliiig's  Battalion. 

To  Betijamiii  Thornell,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Woodbridge, 
the  sum  of  £25,  to  be  employed  in  paying  Expresses,  Baggage- Wagons, 


To  Lieutenant-Colonel /o»a</ian  J9f  are,  £2  18«.  6(/.,  in  full  of  his  Ac- 
count tor  conducting  the  Eastern  'I'rcasurer  from  .imboy  to  Trenton. 

To  DaiUel  Isaac  Brown,  for  the  County  of  Bergen,  £1  18s.  9(/.,  in 
full  for  Flints  and  Bullets,  delivered  Captain  .Vcei-er,  in  Lord  Stirling's 
Battalion,  for  the  Continental  service. 

To  Lieutenant  Alexander  Mitchell  tho  sum  of  £36  1 5«.,  on  account  of 
two  weeks'  Subsistence  due  Captain  H'hitall  and  his  officers,  and  thirty- 
seven  privates,  in  Colonel  J^evcomb's  Regiment,  in  General  /{card's  Bri- 
gade, 

To  Colonel  Charles  Read  the  sum  of  £20,  towards  equipping  the 
Militia  under  his  command,  to  be  accounted  for  by  Colonel  Head,  or  the 
Committee  of  Jiurlington  County. 

To  Major  Sidney  Berry,  £475  1  Is.  6</.,  in  full  for  tho  Somerset  and 
Hunterdon  Militias'  apprehending  certain  disaffected  persons  in  the 
County  of  Hunterdon, 

To  the  Brigadier-Generals  Dickenson  and  Livingston,  the  sum  of 
£1,000  each,  towards  expediting  the  marching  the  Militia  to  the  assist- 
ance of  jVew-Vork,  or  to  join  the  Flying-Camp,  for  which  they  are  to 
be  accountable  to  this  Convention  or  the  future  Legislature, 

To  the  Wives  of  William  Burlless,  Hugh  MacClain,  and  John  IVil- 
son,  soldiers  in  Captain  Brearley's  Company,  in  Colonel  Max-well's 
Battalion,  the  sum  of  25s.  per  month,  from  the  Gth  of  February  last  past, 
being  so  much  slopped  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Brearley  towards  their 
support  out  of  the  monthly  pay  of  the  said  ^Hrt/ess,  ./Uijc C'/ani,  and 
IViison,  as  appears  by  Captain  Brearley's  certificates. 

To  Doctor  .I/oses  Scott  £4,  in  full  for  a  Gun  lost  in  the  service  of  this 
State,  which,  when  found,  to  be  delivered  to  either  of  the  Treasurers  for 
the  use  of  this  State. 

To  William  Hay  the  sum  of  £3  15s.  for  going  express  io  Burlington, 
in  full  of  his  Account. 

To  Joseph  Taylor  20s.,  in  full  of  his  Account  for  freight  of  Powder  from 
Burlingtoii  to  Trenton. 

To  the  President,  46s.  8rf.,  in  full  of  his  Account  for  postage  of  Letters. 

To  Frederick  Frelinghuysen,  Esq.,  16s.  id,,  to  pay  for  bringing  four 
Prisoners  from  Somerset  to  Princeton. 

To  John  Taylor,  54s.,  in  full  of  his  Account  for  bringing  a  Deserter 
from  Sandy-Hook  to  Btirlington. 

To  Captain  Thomas  Kinney,  £7  6s.  8f/.,  in  full  of  a  mistake  made  in 
his  Account  of  pay  and  expenses  for  guarding  William  Franklin  to  Go- 
vernour  Trumbull  in  Connecticut. 

To  Joseph  Robinson,  for  attending  as  Doorkeeper  twenty-five  days,  at 
4s.  per  day,  the  sum  of  £5. 

To  Thomas  Hutton,  the  sum  of  £6  15s.,  in  full  for  the  time  he  spent 
in  searching  for  Lead  and  Sulphur  Mines  and  Flint  Quarries,  by  order  of 
this  Convention, 

Which  Certificates,  with  Receipts  endorsed  thereon,  shall  be  sufficient 
vouchers  to  the  said  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  and  shall  discharge 
them,  their  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  from  the  several  pay- 
ments so  made  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  by  virtue  of  this  Ordi- 
nance. 


CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

Monday,  May  13,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  9th,  from  General  Washington,  was  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Quali- 
fications. 

Sundry  Petitions  were  presented  to  Congress,  and  read, 
viz :  one  from  Dr.  Benjamin  Church,  and  one  from  Benja- 
min, Samuel,  and  Edward  Church,  with  a  Certificate  from 
three  Physicians,  respecting  the  health  of  Dr.  B.  Church; 
also  one  from  John  Connolly  and  John  Smith,  accompanied 
with  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Cadwallader : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Prisoners. 

A  Letter  of  the  3d  from  George  Morgan,  at  Pittsburgh, 
was  read : 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Connolly  have  leave  to  visit  her 
husband  in  Jail. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Committee  of  Secret  Correspon- 
dence laid  before  Congress  a  copy  of  their  Proceedings. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Preamble  to  the 
Resolution  of  Congress  passed  the  10th,  brought  in  a  draft ; 
which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
till  to-morrow. 

A  Letter  of  the  4th,  from  Edmund  Pendleton,  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia,  was  laid  before 
Congress,  and  read. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due — 
To  A.  C.  Hanson,  for  the  expenses  of  two  Gendemen, 
a  Private  Soldier,  and  a  Servant,  on  an  expedition  to  New- 
York,  the  sum  of  76.4  Dollars. 

To  Rachel  Stille,  for  boarding  Prisoners  now  in  Trenton, 
and  including  Captain  Chase's  bill  of  8.5  Dollars  and  a  bill 
of  Wagonage,  the  sum  of  290.9  Dollars. 


To  Robert  Erivin,  Wagonmaster,  for  wagonage  of  Pow- 
der from  Egg-Harbour  to  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  247 
Dollars. 

To  Frederick  Bicking,  for  Paper  for  the  Continental  Bills 
of  Credit,  the  sum  of  1109.3  Dollars. 

To  Gunning  Bedford,  Deputy  Mustermaster-General,  for 
his  pay  and  expenses  to  the  17th  of  April  last,  the  sum  of 
455.6  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Resolution 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and,  after  de- 
bate, the  determination  thereof,  at  the  request  of  a  Colony, 
was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  May  14,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  1 1th,  from  General  Washington,  enclosing 
sundry  papers  ;  a  Letter  of  the  3d,  from  General  Schuyler, 
and  a  Letter  of  the  9tli,  from  Daniel  Robertson,  were  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jefferson, 
and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of  Dr.  Benjamin 
Church,  now  confined  in  Jail  in  Norwich,  in  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  and  a  Petition  from  Benjamin,  Samuel,  and 
Edward  Church,  together  with  a  Certificate  from  Physicians 
respecting  the  dangerous  state  of  the  aforesaid  Dr.  Church, 
were  referred,  brought  in  their  Report ;  which  was  read,  antJ- 
agreed  to: 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  Dr.  Benjamin  Church  be 
sent  to  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  that  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  said  Coiony  be  reijuested  to  take  a  recognisance 
from  him,  with  two  good  sureties,  in  such  penalty  as  they  shall 
think  sufficient,  not  being  less  than  £1,000,  lawful  money, 
for  his  appearance  before  such  Court  as  shall  be  erected  for 
his  trial,  and  at  such  time  and  place  as  such  Court  shall 


1669 


CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS,  MAY  14,  1776. 


1670 


direct,  and  to  abide  the  judgment  of  the  same ;  and  tiiat 
they  be  further  requested  to  take  liis  parole  not  to  hold  any 
correspondence  with  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  or 
at  any  time  to  depart  out  of  the  said  Colony  without  their 
license ;  and  tliat,  upon  tiie  performance  thereof,  the  said 
Dr.  Beujamin  Church  be  set  at  libefty. 

The  Assembly  of  Rhode-Island,  having  appointed  two 
Delegates  to  represent  that  Colony  in  Congress,  the  Cre- 
dentials of  their  appointment  were  laid  before  Congress,  and 
read,  as  follows : 

P  1  "  The  Governour  and  Company  of  the  English  Co- 
^  '  '^  lony  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations, 
in  General  Assembly  convened,  to  Stephen  Hopkins  and 
William  Ellery,  Esqs.,  greeting:  Whereas  this  Assembly, 
reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  abilities  and 
integrity,  have  appointed  you,  the  said  Stephen  Hopkins  and 
William  Ellery,  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  in  Gene- 
ral Congress  ;  you  are,  therefore,  hereby  empowered  to  join 
with  the  Delegates  of  the  other  United  Colonies,  in  Con- 
gress, at  Philadelphia,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  or 
at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  major 
part  of  the  Delegates  from  the  said  Colonies.  You  are  also 
authorized  and  empowered  to  consult  and  advise  with  the 
Delegates  of  the  said  Colonies  in  Congress  upon  the  most 
proper  measures  for  promoting  and  confirming  the  strictest 
union  and  confederation  between  the  said  United  Colonies, 
for  exerting  their  whole  strength  and  force  to  annoy  the  com- 
mon enemy,  and  to  secure  the  said  Colonies  their  rights  and 
liberties,  both  civil  and  religious,  whether  by  entering  into 
treaties  with  any  Prince,  State,  or  Potentate,  or  by  such  other 
prudent  and  effectual  ways  and  means  as  shall  be  devised 
and  agreed  on  ;  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Delegates  from 
the  said  United  Colonies,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  enter 
into  and  adopt  all  such  measures,  taking  the  greatest  care  to 
secure  to  this  Colony,  in  the  strongest  and  most  perfect 
manner,  its  present  established  form,  and  all  the  powers  of 
Government,  so  far  as  relates  to  its  internal  police  and  con- 
duct of  our  own  affairs,  civil  and  religious.  You  are  also  in- 
structed and  directed  to  exert  your  utmost  abilities  in  carry- 
ing on  this  just  and  necessary  war,  in  which  we  are  engaged 
against  cruel  and  unnatural  enemies,  in  the  most  vigorous 
manner,  until  peace  shall  be  restored  to  the  said  Colonies, 
and  their  rights  and  liberties  secured  upon  a  solid  and  per- 
manent basis.  You  are  also  empowered  to  join  with  the 
major  part  of  the  Delegates  of  the  said  United  Colonies  in 
adjourning  from  time  to  time,  and  to  such  place  or  places 
as  shall  be  thought  proper,  for  and  during  one  year.  And 
as  it  may  happen  that,  from  sickness  or  other  necessary 
causes,  one  of  you  may  be  absent  from  Congress,  in  all  such 
cases  the  other  is  hereby  as  fully  empowered  to  represent 
the  Colony  as  though  both  were  present  and  agreed  in  sen- 
timent.    May  4,  1776. 

"  In  behalf  of  the  General  Assembly,  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Colony  to  be  affixed, 
the  6th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

"  Nicholas  Cooke,  Governour. 

"  By  his  Honour's  cominand  : 

"  Henry  Ward,  Secretary." 

The  Committee,  to  whom  the  Letter  from  General  Wash- 
ington, of  the  5th,  and  the  Letter  from  Captain  Delaplace 
of  the  2d,  &.C.,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  Report,  which 
was  taken  into  consideration  : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  as  a  number  of  Arms,  fit  for 
use,  may  be  bought  of  the  owners,  who  may  incline  to  sell 
them.  General  Washington  be  desired  to  employ  such  an 
Agent  as  he  hath  proposed,  to  go  into  any  of  the  Colonies 
for  that  purpose. 

That  a  copy  of  the  Letter  from  Captain  Delaplace  be  sent 
to  Major-General  Schuyler,  and  that  he  be  desired  to  inquire 
how  the  things  therein  mentioned  to  have  been  left  by  Cap- 
tain Delaplace,  were  dis|)osed  of,  and  what  was  the  value 
thereof,  and  report  the  matter,  as  it  shall  appear  to  him,  to 
Congress. 

That  the  case  of  Captain  Delaplace  is  not  distinguishable 
from  that  of  other  Prisoners  of  War,  who  are  obliged  to  re- 
fund the  expenses  of  their  maintenance. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  de- 
liver to  Colonel  Jacob  Ford,  Jun.,  three  tons  of  Saltpetre,  to 
be  by  him  manufactured  into  Gunpowder  for  the  use  of  the 


United  Colonies,  on  the  same  terms  as  others  have  agreed  to 
manufacture  it. 

That  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  sell  to  Joseph 
Ellis  four  hundred  pounds  of  Powder,  and  a  quantity  of  Iron 
Ball  sufficient  for  nine  hundred  pounds  of  Powder,  for  the 
defence  of  the  Colony  of  JS'ew-Jerscy. 

That  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Colonel 
Bird  two  hundred  pounds  of  Powder,  to  prove  the  Cannon 
he  is  making  for  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  contract  for 
the  making  of  Cannon,  be  directed  to  employ  proper  persons 
to  attend  and  see  the  Cannon  proved. 

That  an  Order  for  2,000  Dollars  be  drawn  on  the  Trea- 
surers, in  favour  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  contract  for 
the  making  of  Cannon  ;  they  to  be  accountable. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Re- 
port from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  five  Battalions  now  in 
Massachusetts-Bay  be  recruited  to  their  full  complements, 
and  that  three  additional  Battalions  be  raised  in  the  Eastern 
Department,  for  the  service  of  the  Continent,  the  recruits  to 
be  taken  into  Continental  pay  so  soon  as  they  shall  be  aim- 
ed and  mustered. 

A  Letter  of  the  7th,  from  General  Lee,  with  sundry  pa- 
pere  enclosed,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  a  former  Letter  of  General 
Lee. 

Martin  Strobach,  Lieutenant  of  Marines  on  board  the 
Hornet  sloop,  finding  the  service  by  sea  to  disagree  with 
him,  and  apprehending  he  can  be  of  more  use  in  the  land 
service,  begs  permission  to  be  discharged  from  the  present 
service  he  is  engaged  in,  that  he  may  apply  for  a  Lieute- 
nancy in  the  Pennsylvania  Artillery  Company,  where  there 
is  a  vacancy,  which  he  is  encouraged  to  make  application 
for: 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  granted  to  discharge  him. 

The  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Congress,  to 
take  into  their  further  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Eastern  Department,  the  Resolves  from  the 
Officers  and  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Privates  of 
the  Military  Association  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Phila- 
delphia ;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Congress  have  had  under  their 
further  consideration  the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  have 
come  to  sundry  Resolutions ;  but  that  not  having  yet  finish- 
ed, they  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  Congress  being  read,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  an  additional  Major-General  and  Briga- 
dier-General be  appointed  in  the  Continental  Army. 

That  General  Pf'ashington  be  directed  to  order  a  Major- 
General  forthwith  to  take  the  command  in  the  Eastern  De- 
partment, and  also  that  he  order  a  Brigadier-General  on  that 
service. 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  the  Major-General  and 
Brigadier-General  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Resolves  of  the  Officers  and  Petition  of 
the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the  Military  Association  of  the 
City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  RejMrt  of  the 
Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty of  New-Hampshire,  and  other  papers  from  that  Colony, 
were  referred ;  and. 

Thereupon,  Resolved,  That  one  Battalion  be  raised  in 
New-Hampshire  for  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  and 
paid  and  subsisted  on  the  same  terms  as  the  Continental 
Troops  in  the  Eastern  Department ;  the  said  Battalion  to  be 
taken  into  Continental  pay  so  soon  as  they  shall  be  armed 
and  mustered. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  send 
to  General  Washington  the  Muskets  that  are  at  Newport. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 
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Wednesday,  May  15,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  o{  Pennsylvania 
be  desired  to  write  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Delaware 
Government,  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress for  exchanging  Lieutenant  Ball  for  Captain  Budden, 
till  further  orders. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  draft  of  the 
Preamble  brought  in  by  the  Committee,  which  was  agreed 
to,  as  follows : 

Whereas  his  Britannkk  Majesty,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Lords  and  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  has,  by  a  late  Act 
of  Parliament,  excluded  the  inhabitants  of  these  United  Co- 
lonies from  the  protection  of  his  Crown ;  and  whereas  no 
answer  whatever  to  the  humble  Petition  of  the  Colonies 
for  redress  of  grievances  and  reconciliation  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, has  been  or  is  likely  to  be  given,  but  the  whole  force 
of  that  Kingdom,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries,  is  to  be  ex- 
erted for  the  destruction  of  the  good  people  of  these  Colo- 
nies ;  and  whereas  it  appears  absolutely  irreconcilable  to 
reason  and  good  conscience  for  the  people  of  these  Colonies 
now  to  take  the  oaths  and  affirmations  necessary  for  the  sup- 
port of  any  Government  under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain, 
and  it  is  necessary  that  the  exercise  of  every  kind  of  au- 
thority under  the  said  Crown  should  be  totally  suppressed, 
and  all  the  powers  of  government  exerted  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  people  of  the  Colonies,  for  the  preservation  of  in- 
ternal peace,  virtue,  and  good  order,  as  well  as  for  the  defence 
of  their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  against  the  hostile  in- 
vasions and  cruel  depredations  of  their  enemies :  Therefore, 
resolved,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Preamble,  with  the  Resolution 
passed  the  10th  instant,  be  published. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sell 
to  Edward  Keashy  one  hundred  pounds  of  Powder,  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Salem  County,  in  New- Jersey. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  May  16,  1776. 

The  foUoWing  Letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and 
read : 

One  of  the  1st,  from  the  Commissioners  of  Congress  in 
Canada ; 

One  of  the  10th,  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  and  one, 
without  date,  from  General  Washington,  enclosing  a  Letter 
to  him  from  Dr.  Stringer. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letter  from  Dr.  Stringer  to  General 
Washington  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare Medicine-Chests. 

That  the  other  Letters  be  referred  to  Mr.  W.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  /.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  write  to  General  Washing- 
ton, requesting  him  to  repair  to  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  he 
can  conveniently,  in  order  to  consult  with  Congress  upon 
such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  carrying  on  the 
ensuing  campaign. 

Resolved,  That  George  Morgan,  Esq.,  be  empowered  to 
draw  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  six  thousand  Dollars,  to  pay 
for  the  goods  he  is  ordered  to  purchase,  and  for  defraying 
incidental  charges  ;  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  ten  thou- 
sand Dollars  voted  for  the  Commissioners  oi  Indian  Affairs  in 
the  Middle  Department. 

Whereas  Captain  Richard  Butler,  by  accepting  the  office 
of  Agent  in  the  Middle  Department  of  Indians,  has  lost  the 
opportunity  of  being  appointed  a  Captain  in  the  Continental 
service : 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  com- 
pensate for  that  disappointment  to  him,  by  some  promotion 
in  their  service. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Major- 
General  and  Brigadier-General  in  the  Continental  Army; 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Horatio  Gates,  Esq.,  was  elected  Major-General ; 

Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq.,  Brigadier-General. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Duane  be  added  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  Indian  Affairs. 

A  Petition  from  Joseph  Carson  and  Joseph  Donaldson, 
was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read.     Whereupon, 


Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sell 
to  the  Petitioners  fifty  pounds  of  Powder. 

Resolved,  That  two  of  the  additional  Battalions,  ordered 
on  the  14th  to  be  raised  in  the  Eastern  Department,  be 
raised,  one  in  Massachusetts -Bay,  and  the  other  in  Connec- 
ticut. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  General  Assemblies  of 
Massachusetts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  to  endeavour  to  have 
the  Battalions  inlisted  for  two  years,  unless  sooner  discharged 
by  Congress ;  in  which  case  the  men  to  be  allowed  one 
month's  pay  on  their  discharge ;  but  if  the  men  cannot  be 
prevailed  on  to  inlist  for  two  years,  that  they  be  inlisted  for 
one ;  and  that  they  be  ordered,  as  soon  as  raised  and  armed, 
to  march  immediately  to  Boston. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  the  Letters  from  General  Wash- 
ington, of  the  25th  and  26th  of  April,  and  the  case  of  Alex- 
ander Ross,  and  the  Letter  from  General  Lee,  were  referred, 
brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  read. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  General  Wash- 
ington, of  the  11th,  and  the  Letter  from  General  Schuyler, 
of  the  3d,  and  that  from  Captain  Robertson,  of  the  9th,  with 
other  papers,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  Report,  which 
was  read.  * 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Saturday. 

Saturday,  May  18,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  17th,  from  General  Washington,  and  three 
from  the  Commissioners  in  Canada,  of  the  6th,  8th,  and  10th, 
were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  to  whom  the  former  Letter 
from  the  Commissioners  was  referred,  be  augmented  to  the 
number  of  eight,  and  that  these  Letters  be  referred  to  them. 

The  additional  Members  chosen :  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr. 
Duane,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  JR.  R.  Liv- 
ingston. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration 
of  General  Lee's  Letters  of  the  19th  of  April  and  7th  of 
May,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  agreed  to.  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  General  Lee's  scheme  of  sending  through 
the  Colony  of  Virginia  to  purchase  Rifles  be,  and  is,  ap- 
proved. 

That,  as  the  Colony  of  Virginia  is  intersected  with  many 
navigable  Rivers,  six  Galleys  be  built  for  the  protection  of  the 
Troops  in  their  transportaton  across  the  said  Rivers,  at  the 
Continental  expense,  on  as  cheap  terms  as  the  business  for 
which  they  are  intended  will  admit  of;  that  such  other  de- 
fence of  the  Rivers  and  Bays  as  shall  be  requisite  for  the 
Colony,  be  at  the  particular  charge  of  the  inhabitants  thereof; 
and  that  General  Lee,  or  the  Commanding  Officer  in  Virgi- 
nia, transmit  to  Congress,  as  early  as  possible,  an  account 
of  the  expense  which  shall  be  incurred  in  consequence  of 
this  Resolution. 

That  General  Lee,  or  the  Commanding  Officer  in  Virginia, 

*  Repoit  of  the  CmnmiUce  on  a  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of  the  11th 
May,  o  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  of  the  3d  May,  «m(  onefrotn  Cap- 
tain Robertson,  of  the  9(/t  May,  with  other  papers  referred  to. 
The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  a  Letter  from  General  Wash' 
ingto7i,  of  the  lUh  oi  May  instant,  a  Letter  from  General  Sclivyler,  of 
the  3d  of  May,  and  one  from  Captain  I)a?iiel  Robertson,  of  the  Royal 
Highland  Emigrant  Regiment,  of  the  9th  of  JIfni/,  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  having  considered  the  said  Letters,  with  their  enclosures  and  other 
papers  therein  referred  to,  they  came  to  the  following  Resolutions,  viz  : 

Mesolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  General  Wash- 
ington be  authorized  to  fUl  up  vacancies  in  the  Army  by  issuing  commis- 
sions to  such  officers,  under  the  rank  of  the  FicU-Othcers,  as  he  shall 
think  proper  persons  to  supply  the  vacancy,  he  informing  the  Congress 
once  every  month  of  such  appointments,  which  shall  be  deemed  good  and 
valid,  unless  disapproved  of  by  Congress,  on  such  information  ;  and  that 
blank  Commissions  be  sent  to  the  General  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Burbeck  be  dismissed  from  the  Continental  service. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  it  would  be  a 
great  saving  to  the  United  Colonies,  and  prevent  many  inconveniences 
resulting  from  the  present  manner  of  keeping  and  providing  for  Prisoners, 
to  have  a  Commissary  for  Prisoners  appointed  for  each  of  three  Depart- 
ments to  superintend  and  take  the  direction  and  supplying  of  such  Pri- 
soners as  have  already  fallen,  or  may  hereafter  fall,  into  our  hands  during 
the  course  of  the  war,  as  nearly  conformable  as  the  circumstances  of  this 
country  will  admit  of,  to  the  custom  of  all  other  civilized  nations. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  there  be  raised 
for  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies  one  BattaUon  of  Germans. 

That  Prisoners  made  from  the  enemy  by  Continental  Arms,  be  not 
exchanged  by  any  authority  but  the  Continental  Congress. 
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be  dii-ected  to  set  on  foot  the  raising  of  two  Companies  of 
Carpenters,  to  consist  of  House  and  Ship  builders. 

That  General  Lee  be  permitted  to  order  Rations  and  Fo- 
rage for  such  Volunteers  of  Horse,  not  exceeding  five  hun- 
dred, as  shall  think  proper  to  attend  the  service  of  their 
country  in  the  Continental  Army,  agreeable  \o  General  X,ee'« 
request  and  proposal. 

Tiiat  Captain  Dohicky  ArundeVs  journey  to  Virginia  be 
at  his  own,  not  Continental,  expense. 

That  the  pay  of  the  Deputy  Engineei-s  be  raised  to  30 
Dollars  a  month,  and  that  they  be  allowed  rations  for  them- 
selves, and  forage  for  their  horses,  when  in  camp,  or  neces- 
sarily absent  upon  Continental  duty. 

That  a  Continental  Hospital  be  established  in  Virginia, 
and  a  Director  to  the  same  immediately  appointed  by  Con- 
gress. 

That  the  scheme  of  adding  two  Subalterns  and  forty  Pri- 
vates to  the  Company  of  Artillery,  be  adopted. 

Tiiat  the  circumstances  of  affairs  in  the  Middle  and  East- 
ern Department  will  not  admit  of  Mr.  Smith  being  sent  to 
General  Lee. 

That  Thomas  Bullitt,  Esq.,  the  Deputy  Adjutant-General 
in  Virginia,  be  advanced  to  the  rank  of  Colonel. 

That  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  enemy's  design,  and  the 
number  of  Regiments  already  sent  into  Canada,  it  will  be 
inexpedient,  at  present,  to  order  any  of  the  Troops  raised  in 
Pennsylvania,  or  the  Colonies  to  the  eastward  thereof,  to  the 
Southern  Department ;  nor  can  Congress,  at  present,  supply 
such  Troops  as  are  raised  in  Virginia  with  Fire-Arms  ;  but 
that  General  Lee's  application  on  this  subject  be  attended  to 
so  soon  as  an  importation,  sufficiently  considerable,  will  admit 
of  his  being  supplied  ;  and  that  he  be  assured  the  Congress 
will  co-operate  and  aid  him  with  their  power,  to  render  ef- 
fectual his  laudable  endeavours  to  establish  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  good  people  of  this  Continent. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Direc- 
tor of  the  Hospital  in  Virginia;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 
William  Rickman  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  the  Hospital  in  Virginia  be  on  the  same 
establishment,  and  the  pay  of  the  Officers  thereof  the  same, 
as  the  Hospital  established  in  the  Eastern  Department. 

That  two  Surgeons,  one  Apothecary,  six  Mates,  one  Clerk, 
one  Storekeeper,  and  a  Nurse  to  every  ten  sick,  with  La- 
bourers occasionally,  when  nece&sary,  be  allowed  to  the 
Hospital  in  Virginia. 

That  the  Director  be  empowered  to  nominate  the  Sur- 
geons and  Apothecary. 

That  the  Mates  be  appointed  by  the  Surgeons,  and  that 
the  number  of  the  Mates  be  diminished  as  circumstances 
will  admit ;  for  which  reason  the  pay  is  fixed  by  the  day, 
that  they  may  only  receive  pay  for  actual  service. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  of 
Virginia  to  raise  a  Battalion  of  Riflemen  on  the  same  terras 
as  the  other  Battalions  raised  in  that  Colony;  to  be  taken 
into  the  pay  of  the  Continent,  when  armed  and  mustered. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  directed,  if  the 
service  will  permit,  to  station  a  Battalion  at  Amboy. 

A  Petition  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  Commissary-General, 
was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read.  * 

'Petition  of  JosEfH  TnuMBUn.     Read  Mat  18.     Beferred  to  the 

Committee  on  the  Treasury. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  now  convened  in  the  City 
of  Philadelphia: 

The  Memorial  of  Joseph  Trumbull  humbly  showeth :  That  in  July  last 
your  Honours  were  pleased  to  appoint  him  Commissary-General  of  Stores 
anJ  Provisions  for  the  Army  raised  and  paid  by  the  United  Colonics,  and 
annexed  to  said  office  the  pay  of  eighty  dollars  per  month.  That  ho 
undertook  said  office,  and  has  acted  therein  to  the  present  time,  and  has 
exerted  all  his  abilities  to  execute  his  trust  with  care  and  fidelity,  and  for 
the  best  benefit  of  the  Colonies.  That  he  has  found  it  necessary  to  em- 
ploy a  large  number  of  persons  under  him  in  the  business  of  his  said 
office,  who  arc  justly  entitled  to  pay  adequate  to  their  respective  services. 
That  he  has  not  made  any  agreement  or  stipulation  with  them  for  wages. 
That,  liy  order  of  General  Washiiigton,  in  the  month  of  January  last  he 
made  out  a  list  of  the  persons  so  employed,  which  is  now  lying  before 
your  Honours,  waiting  your  determination  thereon.  And  that  he  con- 
ceives the  allowance  of  pay  annexed  to  said  office  is  by  no  means 
adequate  to  the  importance,  risk,  and  fatigue  of  said  office,  for  himself 
and  those  employed  by  him ;  and  therefore  prays  your  Honours  to  take 
the  same  into  consideration,  and  grant  and  allow  to  him,  and  those  em- 
ployed by  him,  such  compensation  for  their  services  as  to  your  Honours 
shall  appear  just  and  reasonable;  and  he,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever 
pray.  Joseph   Tku-hbdil. 

Puii,AiiEi,rmA,  May  18,  1776. 


Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  super- 
intending the  Treasury. 

A  motion  being  made  and  seconded  for  regulating  the 
price  of  Salt, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  four. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  R.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  D'Hart. 

The  Seci-et  Committee  having  informed  Congress  of  the 
arrival  of  one  of  the  Vessels  fitted  out  at  the  expense  of  the 
Continent,  and  that  she  has  brought  her  returns  in  Cash, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  give 
orders  for  sending  the  said  Cash,  with  all  convenient  des- 
patch, to  the  Commissioners  in  Canada. 

That  the  hard  Money  in  the  Treasury  be  immediately 
forwarded  to  General  Schuyler. 

The  Secret  Committee  laid  before  Congress  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  Langdon;  and,  the  same  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Secret 
Correspondence,  and  that  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to 
apply  to  the  Marine  Committee  for  the  use  of  one  or  more 
of  the  Continental  Fleet ;  and  that  they  send  the  same  to 
the  French  West-India  Islands,  in  order  to  procure,  if  pos- 
sible, a  number  of  Muskets,  not  exceeding  ten  thousand ; 
and,  further,  that  said  Committee  be  directed  to  endeavour 
to  discover  the  designs  of  the  French  in  assembling  so  large 
a  Fleet  with  so  great  a  number  of  Troops  in  the  West- 
Indies,  and  whether  they  mean  to  act  for  or  against  Ame- 
rica. 

A  Petition  from  Jgnace  Labat  was  presented  to  Congress, 
and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Commissioners  for 
Indian  Affairs  in  the  Middle  Department,  who  are  directed 
to  examine  his  claim,  and  pay  him  out  of  the  money  put 
into  their  hands,  what  they  shall  judge  justly  due  to  him. 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Connolly  be  directed  not  to  leave 
Philadelphia  till  further  orders  of  Congress. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  May  20, 1 776. 
Lyman  Hall  and  Buiton  Gwinnett,  Esquires,  two  of  the 
Delegates  from  Georgia,  attended,  and  produced  the  Cre- 
dentials of  their  appointment ;  which  were  read,  as  follows : 

"In  Congress,  Savannah,  February  2,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  five  persons  be  elected  to  represent  this 
Province  in  the  Continental  Congress,  for  the  term  of  nine 
months. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  that  three  of  the 
Delegates  do  proceed,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  that«they  be  a  quorum :  Provided,  nevertheless. 
That  in  case  three  shall  not  attend,  by  sickness  or  otherwise, 
one  or  more  of  the  Delegates  being  present  shall  be  compe- 
tent to  represent  this  Province,  notwithstanding. 

"The  Congress  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  election  of 
Delegates,  when,  on  closing  the  poll,  it  appeared  that 
Archibald  Bullock,  John  Houston,  Lyman  Hall,  Button 
Gwinnett,  and  George  Walton,  Esquires,  were  duly  elected, 
and  were  accordingly  declared  as  fit  persons  to  represent  this 
Province  in  the  Grand  Continental  Congress. 

"  A  true  copy:  Edward  Langworthy,  Sec'y." 

"Instructions  to  Archibald   Bullock,  John  Houston, 
Lyman  Hall,  Button  Gwinnett,  and  George  Wal- 
ton, Esquires,  and  to  such  of  them  who  shall  repair  to, 
and  join  the  Congress  at,  Philadelphia  : 
"  Gentlemen  :  Our  remote  situation  from  both  the  seat  of 
power  and  arms,  keeps  us  so  very  ignorant  of  the  counsels 
and  ultimate  designs  of  the  Congress,  and  of  the  transac- 
tions in  the  field,  that  we  shall  decline  giving  any  particular 
instructions,  other  than  strongly  to  recommend  it  to  you  that 
you  never  lose  sight  of  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  Province 
you  are  appointed  to  represent :    The  Indians,  both  south 
and  northwestwardly,  upon  our  backs ;  the  fortified  town  of 
St.  Augustine  made  a  continual  rendezvous  for  soldiers  in 
our  very  neighbourhood,  together  with  our  blacks  and  To- 
ries with  us.     Let  these  weighty  truths  be  the  powerful 
arguments  for  support.     At  the  same  time  we  also  recom- 
mend it  to  you  always  to  keep  in  view  the  general  utility, 
remembering  that  the  great  and  righteous  cause  in  which  we 
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are  eiif^ged  is  not  Provincial,  but  Continental.  We,  there- 
fore, Gentlemen,  shall  rely  upon  your  patriotism,  abilities, 
firmness,  and  integrity,  to  propose,  join,  and  concur,  in  all 
such  measures  as  you  shall  think  calculated  for  the  common 
"ood,  and  to  oppose  such  as  shall  appear  destructive. 

"  By  order  of  the  Congress : 

"  Archibald  Bullock,  President. 

"Savannah,  April  5,  1776." 

A  Letter  of  the  10th,  from  Major-General  Lee,  at  B1.1- 
liatnsburgh,  with  three  Papers  enclosed,  was  laid  before 
Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
five. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  JR.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Middleton,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Wokott. 

Certain  Resolutions  of  the  Convention  of  South- Carolina, 
respecting  the  Battalions  raised  in  that  Colony;  also  certain 
Resolutions  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said 
Colony,  respecting  the  manner  in  which  Commissioners, 
coming  from  England,  are  to  be  received  and  treated  in  that 
Colony;  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Resolutions  respecting  the  Battalions 
raised  in  the  Colony  of  South-  Carolina,  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  five. 

The  Members  chosen  :  Mr.  John  Adams,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Morton. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Secret  Correspon- 
dence which  were  laid  before  Congress,  were  this  day  read 
under  the  injunction  of  secrecy. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  take  into  their  further  consideration  the  state  of 
the  United  Colonies ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  taken  into  their  further  consideration  the  matter 
referred  to  them ;  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion, 
desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their 
further  consideration  the  state  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Rutledge,  at  his  request,  be  dis- 
charged from  serving  on  the  Marine  Committee,  and  that 
Mr.  Middleton  be  a  Member  of  the  said  Committee  in  his 
stead. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  May  21,  1776. 

Sundry  Letters  and  Papers  were  laid  before  Congress, 
and  read,  viz : 

Three  Letters  from  General  Washington,  of  the  18th, 
19th,  and  20th  of  May,  enclosing  sundry  Letters  and  Papers 
of  intelligence  from  England,  and  a  co^  of  the  Treaties 
made  by  his  Britannick  Majesty  with  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick, for  four  thousand  eighty-four  of  his  Troops ;  with  the 
Landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel,  for  twelve  thousand  of  his 
Troops ;  and  with  the  Count  of  Hanau,  for  six  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  of  his  Troops. 

A  Letter  from  William  Palfrey,  Paymaster-General,  with 
a  copy  of  his  Weekly  Account. 

A  Letter  from  John  Langdon,  of  the  10th,  to  General 
Washington. 

A  Petition  from  Samuel  Austin,  John  Rowe,  S.  Pai- 
tridge,  SamuelD  ashwood,  and  John  Scollay,  of  Boston. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Letters,  and  Papers,  and  Petition, 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  five  ;  that  the  said  Committee 
be  directed  to  extract  and  publish  the  Treaties,  and  such 
parts  of  the  intelligences  as  they  think  proper ;  and  to  con- 
sider of  an  adequate  reward  for  the  person  who  brought  the 
intelligence;  and  also  that  they  prepare  an  Address  to  the 
foreign  mercenaries  who  are  coming  to  invade  America. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  /.  Adams,  Mr.  W.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

A  Petition  of  Messrs.  jS".  Austin,  John  Rowe,  Samuel 
Pattridge,  Samuel  Dashwood,  and  John  Scollay,  oi  Boston, 
was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read,  together  with  a  Pro- 
clamation of  General  Howe  enclosed. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
above  appointed. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Prisoners,  respecting  the  manner 


of  treating  Prisoners  ;  and  the  same  being  read,  debated,  and 
amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  immediately  published. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  taken  in  Arms  on  board  any 
Prize,  be  deemed  Prisoners,  to  be  taken  care  of  by  the  su- 
preme Executive  power  in  each  Colony  to  which  they  are 
brought,  whether  the  Prize  be  taken  by  Vessels  fitted  out 
by  the  Continent,  or  by  others. 

That  such  as  are  taken,  be  treated  as  Prisoners  of  War, 
but  with  humanity,  and  be  allowed  the  same  Rations  as  the 
Troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  but  that  such 
as  are  Officers  supply  themselves,  and  be  allowed  to  draw 
Bills  to  pay  for  their  subsistence  and  clothing. 

That  Officers  made  prisoners  in  the  land  service  be  allow- 
ed the  same  indulgence. 

That  the  Officers  be  not  permitted  to  reside  in  or  near  any 
seaport  town  nor  publick  post-road ;  and  that  the  Officers 
and  Privates  be  not  suflei'ed  to  reside  in  the  same  places. 

That  in  case  the  Officers  cannot  draw  or  sell  their  Bills, 
the  Congress  will  allow  for  each  of  them  two  Dollars  a  week 
for  board  and  lodgings,  to  be  repaid  by  said  Officers  before 
they  are  released  from  their  captivity. 

That  no  Tavern-keepers  supply  any  Officers  who  are  pri- 
soners on  the  credit  of  the  Continent. 

That  the  capitulations  entered  into  with  Prisoners  at  the 
time  of  their  surrender  be  punctually  observed. 

That  such  Officers  as  surrender  Prisoners  of  War,  be  put 
on  their  parole,  unless  Congress  shall  otherwise  direct. 

That  the  form  of  the  Parole  be  as  follows : 

"  I,  ,  being  made  a  prisoner  of  war  by  the 

Army  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies,  in  North-America, 
do  promise  and  engage,  on  my  word  and  honour,  and  on  the 
faith  of  a  gentleman,  to  depart  from  hence  to  ,  in  the 

Province  of  ,  being  the  place  of  my  destination  and 

residence,  and  there,  or  within  six  miles  thereof,  to  remain 
during  the  present  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  said 
United  Colonies,  or  until  the  Congress  of  the  said  United 
Colonies,  or  the  Assembly,  Convention,  or  Committee  or 
Council  of  Safety  of  the  said  Colony,  shall  order  otherwise ; 
and  that  I  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  give  any  intelli- 
gence whatsoever  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  or 
do  or  say  anything  in  opposition  to,  or  in  prejudice  of,  the 
measures  and  proceedings  of  any  Congress  for  the  said  Co- 
lonies during  the  present  troubles,  or  until  I  am  duly  ex- 
changed or  discharged. 

"  Given  under  my  hand,  this  day  of         ,  A.  D. 

1776." 

That  the  said  Parole  be  signed  by  the  Officers. 

That  such  as  refuse  to  subscribe  the  Parole,  be  committed 
to  prison. 

That  David  Franks,  Esq.,  Agent  to'  the  Contractors  for 
victuaUing  the  Troops  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  be  per- 
mitted to  supply  the  Prisonei-s  with  Provisions  and  other 
necessaries,  and  to  sell  his  Bills  for  such  sums  of  money  as 
are  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

And,  to  enable  him  to  do  this  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
employers,  that  a  Commissioned  Officer  be  permitted,  once 
a  month,  to  visit  the  Prisoners  so  victualled  and  supplied,  in 
order  to  count  their  numbers  and  certify  the  rolls. 

That  such  of  the  Prisoners  as  are  not  supplied  by  Mr. 
Franks,  be  furnished  with  Provisions  not  exceeding  the  Ra- 
tions allowed  to  Privates  in  the  service  of  the  Continent. 

That  the  Women  and  Children  belonging  to  Prisonere  be 
furnished  with  subsistence,  and  supplied  with  firing  and  other 
things  absolutely  necessary  for  their  support. 

That  no  Prisoners  be  inlisted  in  the  Continental  Army. 

That  the  Prisoners  be  permitted  to  exercise  their  trades, 
and  to  labour,  in  order  to  support  themselves  and  families. 

That  the  Committees  of  Inspection  and  Observation  for 
the  Counties,  Districts,  or  Towns,  assigned  for  the  residence 
of  Prisoners,  be  empowered  to  superintend  their  conduct,  and, 
in  cases  of  gross  misbehaviour,  to  confine  them,  and  report 
to  their  respective  Assemblies,  Conventions,  or  Committees 
or  Councils  of  Safety,  the  proceedings  had  on  such  occa- 
sions. 

That  a  list  of  the  Prisoners  in  each  Colony  be  made  out 
by  the  Committees  of  the  Counties,  Towns,  or  Districts, 
where  they  reside,  and  transmitted  to  the  Assembly,  Con- 
vention, or  Council  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  such  Colony, 
respectively,  who  shall  send  a  copy  thereof  to  Congress. 
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That  the  said  Assemblies,  Conventions,  and  Committees 
or  Councils  of  Safety,  be  empowered  to  contract  with  proper 
persons,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  for  supplying  such  of 
the  Prisoners,  their  Wives  and  Children,  in  their  respective 
Colony,  as  are  not  supplied  by  Mr.  Franks. 

That  the  said  Assemblies,  Conventions,  and  Committees 
or  Councils  of  Safety,  be  authorized  and  requested  to  take 
the  paroles  of  the  Officers,  and  to  cause  a  strict  observance 
of  the  terms  on  which  they  are  enlarged,  and  also  to  take 
especial  care  that  none  of  those  confined  by  order  of  the 
Congress  be  suffered  to  escape;  also,  to  advance  the  allow- 
ance of  two  Dollars  a  week  to  each  of  the  Officers  who  can- 
not draw  or  sell  their  bills,  and  to  draw  for  the  same  on  the 
President  of  the  Congress. 

That  the  said  Assemblies,  Conventions,  Committees  or 
Councils  of  Safety  of  the  Colonies,  respectively,  in  which 
Prisoners  are  or  shall  choose  or  be  appointed  to  reside,  be 
empowered  to  remove  such  Prisoners  from  place  to  place, 
within  the  same  Colonies,  as  often  as  to  such  Assemblies, 
Conventions,  Committees  or  Councils  of  Safety,  it  shall  seem 
proper,  having  regard  to  the  former  Resolutions  of  Congress 
concerning  Prisoners. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  of  the  10th,  from 
General  Lee  was  referred,  brought  in  their  Report,*  which 
was  read ;  and  after  some  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned till  the  arrival  of  General  Washington. 

A  Letter  from  Allan  McDonald,  a  Prisoner  at  Reading, 
to  John  Nixon,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letters  from  General  Wash- 
ington, Major-General  Schuyler,  and  the  Commissioners  in 
Canada,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was 
read.f 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till 
to-morrow. 

The  Committee  for  superintending  the  Treasury,  to  whom 
it  was  referred  to  consider  and  report  a  plan  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  Resolution  of  Congress  for  emitting  Five  Mil- 
lions of  Dollars,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  read. 

•  Report  of  the  Committee  to  -whom  the  letter  from  General  Lee,  of  the 
lOrt  of  May,  1776,  loaa  referred. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  General  iee,  with  its  en- 
closures, were  committed,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  have 
come  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  an  expedition 
against  Detroit  ought  immediately  to  be  undertaken,  and  the  Committee 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  a  late  Report  now  lying  on  the  Congress  table,  for 
a  particular  detail  of  the  force,  and  other  articles  relative  to  this  expedi- 
tion. 

Retolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  an  expedition 
against  JViagara  be  for  the  present  suspended. 

\  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Letters  from  General  Washisgton, 
Major-General  Schuyleu,  and  the  Commissioners  in  Canada,  re- 
ceived IGlhand  I8lh  May,  1776. 

<rhe  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Letters  and  Papers  received 
from  General  fVashington,  Major-General  Schuyler,  and  the  Committee 
of  Congress  in  Canada,  having  considered  the  same,  are  humbly  of 
opinion — 

1st.  That  the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Price  by  General  Schuyler  be 
approved.  That  General  Schuyler  be  directed  to  take  asy  further  mea- 
sures for  supplying  the  Army  in  Canada  with  Provisions  which  his 
prudence  may  suggest,  in  which  this  Committee  place  the  highest  confi- 
dence. 

2d.  That  General  Schuyler  be  informed  of  the  difTiculty  of  procuring 
specie,  and  directed,  as  far  as  possible,  to  remedy  that  inconvenience,  by 
purchasing  such  necessaries  as  can  be  obtained  in  these  Colonies,  and  to 
appoint  Htorekeepers  and  other  officers  fur  the  sale  and  distribution 
thereof. 

3d.  That  General  Schuyler  be  directed  to  open  such  roads  as  will  facili- 
tate the  communication  between  the  Eastern  Colonies  and  Ticonderoga, 
and  to  employ  the  Troops  (while  he  finds  it  necessary  to  detain  them) 
in  rendering  Ticonderoga  defensible. 

4th.  That  the  propriety  of  throwing  up  works  at  the  Isle-anx-JVoix, 
and  sending  a  small  supply  of  provisions  thither,  in  order  to  secure  a 
retreat,  if,  unfortunately,  our  Army  should  be  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
evacuating  Canada,  should  be  suggested  and  submitted  to  the  judgment 
of  General  Schuyler. 

5th.  That  the  alteration  of  our  affairs  in  Canada  renders  it  proper  to 
inquire  whether  it  will  not  be  more  expedient  to  build  the  gondolas 
mentioned  in  the  Report  of  the  Council  of  War  at  Ticonderoga  than  at 
Chambly,  That  this  also  be  suggested  and  left  to  the  judgment  of  Ge- 
neral Schuyler,  the  Commissioners,  and  General  Officers  in  Canada. 

6th.  That  General  IVashington  (or  the  Commanding-Officer  at  JVew- 
York)  be  directed  to  send  from  tlience  to  Ticonderoga  so  many  light 
Cannon  as  will  be  sufficient  to  arm  the  vessels  now  on  Lake  Cham- 
'ilain. 

7th.  That  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  in  Canada  to  the  resto- 


Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till 
to-morrow. 

The  several  mattei-s  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  May  22,  1776. 

A  Petition  from  James  McKnight  was  presented  to  Con- 
gress, and  read. 

A  Report  being  made  on  the  Petition  of  P.  Simons,  the 
same  was  taken  into  consideration.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  James  McKnight  hath  pro- 
ceeded in  the  sale  of  the  Sloop  Sally  and  her  cargo,  con- 
trary to  the  mode  prescribed,  and  without  any  authority  from 
Congress. 

That  the  Resolution  passed  the  4th  of  April,  "  empower- 
ing the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  of  the 
County  o[  Burlington  to  make  sale  of  the  Sloop  Sally  and 
the  cargo  on  board,  and  to  pay  one-half  of  the  net  proceeds 
to  James  McKnight  for  salvage,  and  retain  the  other  half 
for  the  owner  or  owners,"  be  set  aside. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Marine  Com- 
mittee to  procure  an  exact  account  of  the  number  and  weight 
of  the  Cannon  lately  taken  at  Providence. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  Instructions  given  by  the  Naval  Committee  to 
Commodore  Hopkins  were  referred,  to  inquire  how  far  Com- 
modore Hopkins  has  complied  with  the  said  Instructions  ; 
and  if,  upon  inquiry,  they  shall  find  he  has  departed  there- 
from, to  examine  into  the  occasion  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  have  power  to  send 
for  witnesses  and  papers. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
on  the  Letters  from  General  Washington,  &c.,  received  the 
16th  and  18th.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Instructions  given  to  Mr.  Price  by 
Major-General  Schuyler  be  approved.  That  General  Schuy- 
ler be  directed  to  take  any  further  measures  for  supplying 
the  Army  in  Canada  with  Provisions,  which  his  prudence 
may  suggest,  in  which  the  Congress  place  the  highest  con- 
fidence. 

ration  of  order  and  discipline,  and  to  the  punishment  of  those  by  whom 
they  are  violated,  deserve  the  approbation  of  Congress. 

8th.  That  the  specie  now  in  the  Treasury,  and  as  much  more  as  can 
be  procured,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  100,000  Dollars,  be  immediately 
remitted  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  payment  of  debts  due  from  the 
Colonies  in  Canada,  and  for  the  preservation  of  publick  credit. 

9th.  'J'hat  the  Commissioners  in  Canada  be  directed  (if  necessary)  to 
appoint  proper  persons  to  collect  and  audit  the  publick  accounts  in  that 
Province. 

10th.  Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  in  Canada  and  General 
Schuyler  be  informed  that  we  cannot  give  them  any  assurance  of  main- 
taining our  Army  there  by  hard  money,  but  that  this  ought  not  to  dis- 
arrange our  operations.  Congress  being  determined  to  send  from  these 
Colonies  supplies  of  provisions,  and  all  other  necessaries,  if  hard  money 
cannot  be  obtained ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time  the  best  endeavours  shall 
be  used  to  procure  the  sum  of  100,000  Dollars  in  hard  money. 

Resolved,  That  some  person  or  persons  be  employed  by  the  President 
in  JVew-England,  as  an  Agent  or  Agents,  to  procure,  if  possible,  hard 
money,  to  the  amount  of  100,000  Dollars;  and,  as  soon  as  a  consider- 
able sum  is  obtained,  the  said  Agents  be  directed  to  transmit  the  same  to 
the  Commissioners  in  Canada,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  there;  and,  in 
case  of  the  absence  of  the  Commissioners,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Deputy 
Paymaster-General. 

1 1th.  That  the  Committee  in  Canada  be  directed  to  consult  with  the 
Officers  there  (if  they  should  not  tliink  it  advisable  to  return  to  Quebeck) 
about  the  posts  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  occupy  in  order  to  retain  as 
much  as  possible  of  that  Province,  always  having  in  view  the  security  of 
the  frontiers  of  these  Colonies,  and  the  necessity  of  preventing  any  inter- 
course between  our  enemies  and  the  IniUans. 

12th.  That  the  Commissioners  in  Canada  be  directed  (if  unhappily 
our  Army  should  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  evacuating  that  Colony) 
to  receive  into  our  pay  those  who  have  adhered  to  us,  and  shall  wish  to 
leave  that  country,  and  to  render  every  assistance  in  their  power  to  such 
of  them  as  cannot  be  provided  for  in  that  way,  and  to  give  them  the 
firmest  assurances  of  the  aid  and  protection  of  Congress. 

13th.  That  such  presents  should  be  made  to  the  Indians,  on  the  de- 
livery of  the  hatchet,  as  the  Commissioners  in  Canada  think  prudent. 

14th.  That  500,000  Dollars  be  sent,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  General 
Schuyler. 

15th.  That  Surgeons,  and  Mates  be  added  to  the  Hospital  im 
Canada,  and  that  Doctor  Stringer  be  directed  to  procure  them. 

Strike  out  3d,  4th,  and  5th.  Instead  of  1 1th,  substitute — "  That  Ge- 
neral Schuyler  be  informed  that  Congress  have  in  view  these  two  great 
objects — the  protection  and  assistance  of  our  Canadian  friends,  and  the 
securing  so  much  of  that  country  as  may  prevent  any  communication 
between  our  enemies  and  the  Indians.  The  means  of  effecting  these 
purposes  by  fortifying  proper  posts,  building  armed  vessels  where  most 
expedient,  opening  roads  of  communication  or  otherwise,  are  left  to  the 
determination  of  a  Council  or  Councils  of  War,  governing  themselves 
by  events,  and  theii  knowledge  of  the  country. 
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That  General  Schuyler  be  informed  of  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  specie,  and  directed,  as  far  as  possible,  to  remedy- 
that  inconvenience,  by  purchasing  sucii  necessaries  as  can 
be  obtained  in  these  Colonies,  and  to  appoint  Storekeepers 
and  other  officers  for  the  sale  and  distribution  thereof. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  informed  that  Congress  have  in 
view  these  two  great  objects — the  protection  and  assistance 
of  our  Canadian  friends,  and  the  securing  so  mucli  of  that 
country  as  may  prevent  any  communication  between  our 
enemies  and  the  Indians.  The  means  of  effecting  these 
purposes — by  fortifying  proper  posts,  building  armed  vessels 
where  most  expedient,  opening  roads  of  communication,  or 
otherwise — are  left  to  the  determination  of  a  Council  or  Coun- 
cils of  War,  governing  themselves  by  events  and  their  know- 
ledge of  the  country. 

That  General  Washington,  or  the  Commanding-Officer 
at  New-Yorlc,  be  directed  to  send  from  thence  to  Ticonde- 
roga  so  many  light  cannon  as  will  be  sufficient  to  arm  the 
vessels  now  in  Lalce  Champlain. 

That  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  in  Canada  to 
the  restoration  of  order  and  discipline,  and  to  the  punishment 
of  those  by  whom  they  are  violated,  deserve  the  approba- 
tion of  Congress. 

That  the  specie  now  in  the  Treasury,  and  as  much  more 
as  can  be  procured,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  100,000  Dol- 
lars, to  be  'immediately  remitted  to  the  Commissioners  for 
the  payment  of  debts  due  from  these  Colonies  in  Canada, 
and  for  the  preservation  of  publick  credit. 

That  the  Commissioners  in  Canada  be  directed,  if  neces- 
sary, to  appoint  proper  persons  to  collect  and  audit  the  pub- 
lick  accounts  in  that  Province. 

That  the  Commissionere  in  Canada  and  General  Schuyler 
be  informed  that  we  cannot  give  them  any  assurance  of 
maintaining  our  Army  there  by  hard  money  ;  but  that  this 
ought  not  to  discourage  our  operations.  Congress  being  de- 
termined to  send  from  these  Colonies  supplies  of  provisions 
and  all  other  necessaries,  if  hard  money  cannot  be  obtained; 
and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  best  endeavours  shall  be 
used  to  procure  the  sum  of  100,000  DolJai-s  in  hard  money. 

That  some  person  or  persons  be  employed  by  the  Presi- 
dent in  New-England,  as  an  Agent  or  Agents,  to  procure,  if 
possible,  hard  money  to  the  amount  of  100,000  Dollars ; 
and,  as  soon  as  a  considerable  sum  is  obtained,  the  said 
Agents  be  directed  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Congress  in  Canada,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  there; 
and  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  Commissioners,  the  same 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Deputy  Paymaster-General. 

That  such  presents  be  made  to  the  Indiam  on  the  delivery 
of  the  hatchet,  as  the  Commissioners  in  Canada  think  pru- 
dent. 

That  500,000  Dollars  he  sent  as  soon  as  possible  to  Ge- 
neral Schuyler. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due — 

On  sundry  Certificates  exhibited  by  Joseph  Donaldson, 
the  sum  of  467.6  Dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be 
paid  to  Robert  McPherson,  Esq.,  and 

Captain  Dowdle's  Company  charged  with  13J  Dollars. 

Captain  Nelson's  Company  charged  with    26.8  Dollars. 

Captain  James  Grier,  for  a  Rifle,  with  -       9J  Dollars. 

Capt.  Cressop's  Company,  for  Rifles,  with   24.5  Dollars. 

Captain  Stephenson's  Company  with     -       8§  Dollars. 

The  remainder  to  the  Continent. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  Wagonmaster,  for  transporting  Salt- 
petre from  Egg-Harbour,  the  sum  of  117.4  Dollars. 

To  Robert  Patton,  for  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  days' 
attendance  as  a  Messenger,  the  sum  of  108.7  Dollars. 

To  Hugh  Hodge,  for  Medicines  for  the  Th\TdPen7isylvania 
Battalion,  the  sum  of  27.4  Dollars. 

To  Samuel  Kennedy,  Surgeon  to  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania 
Battalion,  the  sum  of  14.1  Dollai's. 

To  Michael  Whitman,  for  Provision  furnished  Prisoners 
from  St.  Johns,  the  sum  of  £l  I5s.  6d.,  Pennsylvania  cur- 
rency, and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Adam  Kimmel, 
together  with  two-thirds  of  a  Dollar  omitted  to  be  charged 
in  a  former  account  rendered  by  him,  the  whole  amounting 
to  5.3  Dollars. 

On  several  Accounts  rendered  by  Major  Nicholas  Hau- 
seggcr,  for  necessaries  for  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Battalion, 
the  sum  of  203.7  DoUare,  and  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to 
him. 


To  Christian  Levy,  for  a  Rifle,  the  sum  of  8  Dollars, 
which  ought  to  be  charged  to  Captain  Nelson. 

To  Major  JSicholas  Hauseggcr,  for  divers  expenses  paid 
by  him,  the  sum  of  34.4  Dollars. 

To  John  Barnes,  for  boarding  Officers,  prisoners  at  Tren- 
ton, the  sum  of  77.3  Dollars  ;  of  which  sum, 

Dr.  Huddleslon  to  be  charged  with    -     -     -  24  Dollars. 

Lieutenant  Namar,      .---..-  24      do. 

Major  Regonville,  --------16      do. 

Lieutenant  Symcs,  --------  1,3.3  do. 

On  several  Accounts  exhibited  by  Lewis  Gordon,  Esq., 
for  sundry  necessaries  furnished  by  Northamptoti  CommMee 
to  Captain  Nelson's  and  Captain  Craig's  Companies,  the 
sum  of  1310.1  Dollars,  of  which  there  ought  to  be  charged, 

To  Captain  Grain's  Comjniny   -     -     -    1205.7  Dollars. 

And  to  Captain  Nelson's  Company      -  7.2     do. 

And  the  remainder  to  the  Continent. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  empowered  to 
appoint  an  Assistant  Clerk  to  his  Secretary,  with  the  pay 
of  40  Dollars  per  month. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  10,500  Dollars  be  drawn 
on  the  Treasurers  in  favour  of  the  Delegates  of  Connecticut, 
to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  the  Govemour  and  Council  of 
the  said  Colony,  for  the  use  of  the  Battalion  ordered  to  be 
raised  there  by  a  Resolution  of  the  16th  instant,  the  said 
Governour  and  Council  to  be  accountable. 

That  an  Order  for  21,000  Dollars  be  drawn  on  the  Trea- 
surers in  favour  of  the  Delegates  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  to 
be  by  them  transmitted  to  the  Assembly  of  the  said  Colony 
for  the  use  of  the  two  Battalions  ordered  to  be  raised  there 
by  the  Resolution  above-mentioned,  the  said  Assembly  to 
be  accountable. 

That  the  pay  of  the  said  three  Battalions  commence  from 
the  time  they  are  armed  and  mustered. 

That  an  Order  for  10,500  Dollars  be  drawn  on  the  Trea- 
surers in  favour  of  the  Delegates  of  New-Hampshire,  to  be 
by  them  transmitted  to  the  Council  of  the  said  Colony,  for 
the  use  of  the  Battalion  ordered  to  be  raised  there  by  a  Re- 
solution of  the  14th  instant — the  said  Council  to  be  account- 
able. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  for  superintending  the  Treasury: 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  Five  Millions  Dollars 
directed  to  be  emitted  in  Continental  Bills  of  Credit,  shall 
consist  of  the  following  denominations : 

138,889  of  1  Dollar  each,  -  -  -^138,889 

138,889  of  2  ditto,  -  -  -     277,778 

138,889  of  3  ditto,  -  -  -    416,667 

138.888  of  4  ditto,  -  -  -     555,552 

138.889  of  5  ditto,  -  -  -  694,445 
138,889  of  6  ditto,  -  -  -  833,334 
138,889  of  7  ditto,  -  -  -  972,223 
138,889  of  8  ditto,  -  -  1,111,112 

1,111,111  5,000,000 

That  the  Inspectors  of  the  Press  for  the  last  emission  be 
directed  and  authorized  to  perform  that  service  for  the  pre- 
sent emission,  being  first  qualified  agreeable  to  the  Resolution 
of  Congress,  passed  the  21st  o(  February  last. 

That  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  sign  and  number  the 
Billsof  Credit  of  the  last  emission,  be  authorized  to  sign  and 
number  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  the  5,000,000  of  Dollare  now 
agreed  to  be  emitted,  taking,  before  they  shall  enter  upon 
their  office,  the  oath  or  affirmation  prescribed  by  the  Reso- 
lution of  Congress  of  the  9th  oi  March  last. 

That  the  Plates  engraved  for  the  two  last  emissions  shall 
be  used  in  the  emission  now  directed,  and  that  the  Bills  be 
expressed  in  the  following  words : 

Dollar 

This  Bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive Spanish 

milled  Dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  Gold  or  Silver,  accord- 
ing to  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  passed  at  Philadelphia,  the 
9th  of  3%,  1776. 

That  the  said  Bills  be  signed  by  two  signers,  and  each  differ- 
ent denomination  numbered,  from  number  one  progressively. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  ascertain  the 
value  of  the  several  species  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coins  current 
in  these  Colonies,and  the  proportions  they  ought  respectively 
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to  bear  to  Spanish  milled  Dollars,  brought  in  their  Report, 
which  was  read.  * 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  May  23,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  General  W^asAj/i^^oH,  Major-General  Gates,  a.nd  Bri- 
gadier-General Mifflin,  upon  the  most  speedy  and  effectual 
means  for  supporting  the  American  cause  in  Canada. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  li.  II.  Lee, 
Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  contract  for 
the  making  Fire-Arms  be  directed  to  order  the  Manager  of 
the  Continental  Factory  of  Fire-Arms  at  Lancaster,  and  the 
Manager  of  the  Gun-Lock  Factory  at  Trenton,  to  deliver  to 
Colonel  Shee,  or  his  order,  all  the  Muskets  and  Gun-Locks 
that  each  of  them  may  have  ready,  in  order  to  the  more  ex- 
peditious arming  the  Continental  Battalion  under  his  com- 
mand. 

That  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  bring  in  a  Reso- 
lution for  promoting  and  encouraging  the  making  of  good 
Fire-Arms. 

A  Letter  from  Charles  Miller  to  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esq., 
Commissary-General,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

•  Report  of  the  Gold  Committee,  {Messrs.  Dcask,  Wtthe,  J.  Adams, 

bllEHMAN,  HeWES,  JoHXSON,   WhiPPLE,  OHi/ JeFFEBSOS.) 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  19th  Jipril  to  ascertain  the  value  of 
the  several  species  of  Gold  and  Silver  current  in  these  Colonies,  and  the 
proportion  they  and  each  of  them  bear  and  ought  to  bear  to  Spanish 
milled  Dollars,  have  taken  the  same  into  consideration,  and  thereupon 
came  to  the  following  Resolutions : 

Whereas  the  holders  of  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  authority  of  Con- 
gress will  be  entitled,  at  certain  periods  appointed  for  redemption  thereof, 
to  receive  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Colonies  the  amount  of  the 
said  Bills  in  Spanish  milled  Hollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  Gold  or  Sil- 
ver; and  the  value  of  such  Dollars,  compared  with  other  Silver  and  with 
Gold  Coins,  is  estimated  by  different  standards  in  different  Colonies, 
whereby  injustice  may  l)appen  in  some  instances  to  the  publick  as  well 
as  to  individuals,  which  ought  to  be  remedied :  And  whereas  the  credit  of 
the  said  Bills,  as  current  money,  ought  to  be  supported  by  the  inhabitants 
of  these  Colonies,  for  whose  benefit  they  were  issued,  at  the  full  value 
therein  expressed,  and  who  stand  bound  to  redeem  the  same,  according 
to  the  like  value ;  and  the  pernicious  artifices  of  the  enemies  of  American 
liberty  to  impair  the  credit  of  the  said  Bills,  by  raising  the  nominal  value 
of  Gold  and  Silver,  ought  to  be  guarded  against  and  prevented :  There- 
fore, 

liesolved.  That  the  several  Gold  and  Silver  Coins  passing  in  the  said 
Colonies  shall  be  received  into  the  publick  Treasury  of  the  continent,  and 
paid  out  in  exchange  for  Bills  emitted  by  authority  of  Congress,  when  the 
same  shall  become  due,  at  the  rates  set  down  in  the  following  table  : 


Enelish  Guinea 

French  Guinea 

Johannes 

Hall  Johannes 

bpani>h  Pi>(ole 

Frtnch  Pistole 

Doub'oon 

Moidore 

English  Crown 

French  Crown 

English  Shilling 

Spanish  Milled  Dollar  , 


Weight. 

Value  in 
Dollars. 

dwt.  grs 

5    6 

4  2-3 

5    5 

4  5-9 

18    0 

16 

9    0 

8 

4    8 

3  2-3 

4    4 

3  1-2 

6  18 

6 

. 

11-9 

• 

1  1-9 

■ 

0  2-9 

- 

1* 

*  One  Dollar  of  Continental  money. 

Resolved,  That  a  deduction,  at  the  rate  of  one  twenty-ninth  part  of  a 
dollar  per  grain  shall  be  made  on  all  Gold  Coins  falling  short  of  the 
weight  specified  in  the  aforesaid  table,  and  an  advance  at  the  same  rate 
shall  be  allowed  on  such  as  exceed  the  aforesaid  weight. 

Resolved,  That  all  parts  of  the  several  Gold  Coins  before  enumerated 
shall  be  rated  in  just  proportion,  according  to  the  foregoing  table ;  and 
that  Gold  in  Bullion  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  seventeen  Dollars  per  ounce, 
Troy  weight,  sterling  alloy,  and  silver  at  one  Dollar  and  one-ninth  of  a 
Dollar  per  ounce. 

Resolved,  That  all  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  authority  of  Congress 
ought  to  pass  current  in  all  payments,  trade,  and  dealings  in  these  Colo- 
nies, and  be  deemed  equal  in  value  to  Gold  and  Silver,  according  to  the 
rates  set  down  in  the  foregoing  table ;  and  that  whosoever  shall  offer, 
demand,  or  receive,  more  in  the  said  Bills  for  any  Gold  or  Silver  Coins, 
or  Bullion,  than  at  the  rates  aforesaid,  or  more  of  the  said  Bills  for  any 
lands,  houses,  goo<ls,  wares,  or  merchandise,  than  the  nominal  sum  at 
which  the  same  might  be  purchased  of  the  same  person  with  Gold  or 
Silver,  every  such  person  ought  to  be  deemed  an  enemy  to  the  liberties 
of  these  Colonies,  and  treated  accordingly,  being  duly  convicted  thereof 
before  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  City,  County,  or  District,  or 
in  case  of  appeal  from  their  decision,  before  the  Assembly,  Convention, 
Council  or  Committee  of  Safety,  or  before  such  other  persons  or  Courts 
as  have  or  shall  be  authorized  by  the  General  Assemblies  or  Conventions 
of  the  Colonies  respectively  to  hear  and  determine  such  offences. 


Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  Whipple,  ]\Ir.  Gerry,  and 
Mr.  F.  Lee. 

Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  That  James 
McKnight  ought  to  restore  to  the  owners  the  money  found 
on  board  the  Sloop  Salli/,  and  also  the  effects,  or  the  money 
he  received  for  the  effects,  on  board  the  said  Sloop,  at  the 
time  she  was  run  on  shore,  and  for  the  wreck,  tackle,  and 
furniture  of  said  Sloop ;  which  effects,  wreck,  tackle,  and 
furniture,  were  sold,  or  pretended  to  be  sold,  or  secreted,  by 
him,  the  said  James  McKnight. 

Ordered,  That  General  Washington  attend  in  Congress  to- 
morrow. 
The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  May  24,  1776. 

A  Letter  from  Mrs.  Abi.  Grant  was  laid  before  Congress, 
and  read,  requesting  permission  to  return  to  her  husband  and 
family  in  London,  and  to  take  on  board  necessary  stores  for 
the  voyage. 

Resolved,  That  her  request  be  granted,  and  that  the  Pre- 
sident give  her  a  Passport  to  the  place  where  she  shall  choose 
to  embark. 

The  Committee  for  superintending  the  Treasury,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Account  and  Claim  of  Captain  Heman  Al- 
len, of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Warner's  Battalion,  brought  in 
their  Report,  which  was  agreed  to : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  Captain 
Heman  Allen,  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Warner's  Battalion, 
for  sundry  disbursements  for  the  use  of  his  Company,  the 
sum  of  360  Dollars,  over  and  above  the  account  allowed 
by  the  Convention  o{  New- York,  amounting  to  £240  18*., 
New-  York  currency. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of 
Joseph  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Commissary-General,  brought  in 
their  Report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  agreed 
to:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  several  persons 
under-mentioned,  employed  in  the  Commissary-General's 
Department  in  the  Continental  Army,  the  Wages  and  Ra- 
tions annexed  to  their  names  respectrvely,  during  the  time 
they  have  been,  and  shall  continue,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Colonies : 

In  the  Issuing  Store  at  Cambridge  : 

Charles  Miller,  Issuing  Store-Keeper,  50  Dollars  per 
month,  and  four  Rations. 

Peter  Roe  Dalton,  First  Clerk,  4«.  8d.,  lawful  money, 
a  day,  and  three  Rations. 

Ebenezer  Perry  and  Thomas  Durant,  Clerks  in  Store, 
3s.  4d.  a  day,  and  two  Rations. 

William  Brown  and  Josiah  Broum,  Clerks  at  Scales,  3*. 
4d.  a  day,  and  two  Rations. 

Robert  Davis,  Clerk  of  Weekly  Allowances,  3s.  4d.  a 
day,  and  two  Rations. 

Eight  Labourers,  one  Cooper,  and  one  Cook,  each  2*. 
8d.,  lawful  money,  a  day,  and  one  Ration. 

Employed  to  issue  to  two  Brigades. 

/»  the  Store  at  Roxbury: 

Aaron  Blaney,  Issuing  Store-Keeper,  50  Dollars  per 
month,  and  four  Rations. 

James  Richardson,  First  Clerk,  4s.  8d.,  lawful  money, 
a  day,  and  three  Rations. 

Two  Clerks  in  Store,  and  two  at  Scales,  each  3s.  4d.  a 
day,  and  two  Rations. 

Six  Labourei-s,  one  Cooper,  and  one  Cook,  each  2s.  dd. 
a  day,  and  one  Ration. 

Employed  to  issue  to  two  Brigades. 

On  Prospect  Hill  : 

Peter  Philips,  Issuing  Store-Keeper,  40  Dollars  a  month, 
and  four  Rations. 

Griffin  Green,  First  Clerk,  4s.  8d.,  lawful  money,  a  day, 
and  three  Rations. 

One  Clerk  in  Store,  and  one  at  Scales,  each  3s.  4d.,  law- 
ful money,  a  day,  and  two  Rations. 

One  Cooper,  and  four  Labourers,  each  2*.  8d.  a  day, 
and  one  Ration. 

Employed  to  issue  to  one  Brigade. 
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At  Medford  : 

Moses  Eincrson,  Issuing  Slore-Koeper,  40  Dollarsa  month, 
and  four  Rations. 

Israel  Mead,  Fii-st  Clerk,  4s.  8d.,  lawful  money,  a  day, 
and  three  Rations. 

One  Clerk  in  Store,  and  one  at  Scales,  3s.  4rf.  a  day, 
and  two  Rations. 

One  Coojjcr,  and  four  Labourers,  each  2s.  8d.  a  day, 
and  one  Ration. 

Employed  to  issue  to  one  Brigade. 

Ill  the  Magazine  at  Cambridge: 
Samuel  Gray,  Reuben  Stiles,  and  Daniel  Broivn,  Clerks 
and  Magazine-Keepers,  4*.  8rf.,  lawful  money,  a  day,  and 
three  Rations. 

One  Cooper,  2s,  Sd.,  lawful  money,  a  day,  and  one  Ra- 
tion. 

J&i  the  Magazine  at  Roxbury  : 

Jabez  Porter  and  James  Jauncey  Pendleton,  Clerks  and 
Magazine-Keepers,  4*.  8d.,  lawful  money,  a  day,  and  three 
Rations. 

One  Cooper,  2*.  8d.  a  day,  and  one  Ration. 

Joseph  Farnsworth,  Commissary  to  Colonel  Arnold^s  de- 
tachment, returned  from  Fort  Halifax,  £10,  lawful  money, 
a  month,  and  three  Rations  per  day. 

John  Thomas,  employed  constantly  in  riding  to  collect 
Stores,  procure  Teams,  &.C.,  himself  and  Horse,  8s.,  lawful 
money,  a  day,  and  three  Rations. 

IVilliam  Iloskins  and  Elisha  Avery,  principal  Book- 
keepers and  payers  of  small  bills,  £10,  lawful  money,  a 
month,  and  three  Rations  per  day. 

Resolved,  That  an  addition  of  40  Dollars  a  month  be 
made  to  the  pay  of  the  Commissary-General. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  Major-General  Gatef;  and  Brigadier- 
General  Mijflin,  brought  in  their  Report ;  *  which,  being 
taken  into  consideration,  was  agreed  to:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  in  Canada  be 
informed  that  Congress  are  fully  convinced  of  the  absolute 
necessity  of  keeping  possession  of  that  country,  and  that  they 
expect  the  forces  in  that  department  will  contest  every  foot 
of  the  ground  with  the  enemies  of  these  Colonies ;  and,  as  the 
Congress  have  in  view  the  cutting  off  all  communication  be- 
tween the  upper  country  and  the  enemy,  they  judge  it  highly 
necessary  that  the  exertions  of  the  forces  be  particularly  made 
on  the  St.  Lawrence,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel. 

That  the  Commanding  Officer  in  Canada  be  directed  to 
make  exact  and  frequent  Returns  of  Men,  Provisions,  and 
Military  Stores,  in  the  Canadian  Department,  to  the  General 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  United  Colonies. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  desired  to  take  care  that  the 
Army  in  Canada  be  regularly  and  effectually  supplied  with 
necessaries. 

That  the  Troops  ordered  for  Canada  be  hastened  into 
that  country  so  soon  as  Provisions  can  be  forwarded  for  their 
support. 

That  the  Commanding  Officer  in  Canada  be  assured  of 
the  resolution  of  Congress  to  afford  him  every  support,  in 
his  endeavours  to  carry  their  views  into  execution. 

.  •  JReport  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  ■a/itfi  General  Washiso- 
TiiN,  General  Gates,  and  Brigadier-General  Mifplin. 

The  Committee  who  were  appointed  to  confer  with  his  Excellency 
General  Washitigton,  Major-General  Gates,  and  Brigadier-General  JiCf- 
fin,  on  the  state  of  Canada,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  obeyed 
the  orders  of  Congress,  and  are,  in  conjunction  with  the  said  General 
Officers,  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  Commanding  Officer  in  Canada 
be  directed  to  make  exact  and  frequent  Returns  of  Men,  Provisions,  and 
Military  Stores,  in  the  Canadian  Department,  to  the  General  or  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  United  Colonies. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  desired  to  take  care  that  the  Army  in  Cana- 
da be  regularly  and  effectually  supplied  with  necessaries. 

That  the  Commanding  Officer  in  Canada  be  informed  that  the  Con- 
gress are  fully  convinced  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  keeping  possession 
of  that  country,  and  that  they  expect  the  forces  in  that  department  will 
contest  every  foot  of  the  ground  with  the  enemies  to  these  Colonies ;  and 
as  the  Congress  have  in  view  the  cutting  off  all  communication  between 
the  upper  country  and  the  enemy,  they  judge  it  highly  necessary  that  the 
exertions  of  the  forces  be  particularly  made  on  the  iS«.  Lawrence,  below 
the  mouth  of  the  Sorel. 

That  the  Troops  ordered  for  Canada  be  hastened  into  that  country  so 
soon  as  Provisions  can  be  forwarded  for  their  support. 

That  the  Commanding  Officer  in  Canada  he  assured  of  the  resolution 
of  Congress  to  aiford  him  every  support  in  his  endeavours  to  carry  their 
views  into  execution. 


Resolved,  That  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston  be  added  to  the 
Committee  of  Conference  ;  and  that  they  be  directed  further 
to  confur  with  General  H'ashington,  Major-General  Gates, 
and  Brigadier-General  MiJJlin,  touching  the  most  proper 
Posts,  and  measures  to  be  taken  for  etrectually  preventin"- 
the  enemy's  communication  with  the  upper  country  from 
Canada,  and  such  other  measures  as  shall  tend  to  secure 
the  frontiers. 

Agreeable  to  order,  General  Washington  attended  in  Con- 
gress, and,  after  some  conference  with  him, 

Resolved,  That  lie  be  directed  to  attend  again  to-morrow. 

A  Letter  of  the  26th  of  April,  from  the  Convention  of 
North- Carolina,  with  a  list  of  Prisoners  by  them  sent  to 
Pennsylvania,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read :  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Letter  and  List  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  they  be  de- 
sired to  have  the  said  Prisoners  properly  and  safely  secured 
and  provided  for,  agreeably  to  the  Resolutions  of  Congress, 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due — 

To  Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  for  sundry  expresses,  the  sum  of 
372.3  Dollars ; 

To  Captain  Nathaniel  Falconer,  for  his  and  Mr.  Ash's 
expenses,  together  with  the  expenses  of  two  servants  going 
to  New-  York,  with  Money,  and  returning,  the  sum  of  98.5 
Dollars ; 

To  Daniel  Smith,  for  expenses  of  Guards,  Sic,  at  the 
City  Tavern,  over  Brigadier-General  Prescott  and  Captain 
Chase,  the  sum  of  118  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

Sundry  Resolutions  passed  by  the  Convention  oi  Mary- 
land, were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  May  25,  1 776. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  William  Winds,  dated  the  18th, 
and  a  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Lin- 
coln, were  presented  to  Congress  ;  also,  a  Petition  from  John 
Wilcox  and  John  and  Peter  Chevalier,  was  presented,  and 
read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sell 
to  the  Petitioners,  John  Wilcox  and  John  and  Peter  Cheva- 
lier, seventy-five  pounds  of  Gunpowder. 

That  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  half  a  ton  of  Powder, 
in  order  to  prove  Cannon,  the  said  Committee  to  be  account- 
able. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  20,000  Dollars  be  drawn 
on  the  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  James  Mease,  Commissary, 
for  the  use  of  the  Pennsylvania  Battalions,  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

That  Mr.  /.  Mease  be  directed  to  provide  a  stock  of 
Shoes,  Hats,  and  Stockings,  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  in  the 
Continental  service,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms. 

A  Petition  from  Javies  McKnight  was  presented  to  Con- 
gress, and  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Ob- 
servation of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  was  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  and  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  said  Memorial  be  delivered  to 
Mr.  R.  Morris,  who  desires  the  same  in  behalf  of  the  As- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  65,000  Dollars  be  drawn 
on  the  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  the  Delegates  of  Virginia, 
for  the  use  of  the  Battalions  raised  in  that  Colony,  the  said 
Colony  to  be  accountable. 

Agreeable  to  order.  General  Washington  attended,  and 
after  some  conference  with  him. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
his  Excellency  General  Washington,  Alajor-General  Gates, 
and  Brigadier-General  Mifflin,  and  to  concert  a  plan  of  Mili- 
tary operations  for  the  ensuing  campaign. 

The  Members  appointed :  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
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Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  IVihon,  Mr.  R.  R.  Limntrston,  Mr. 
Whipple,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  IV.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Tilghman,  Mr.  /Zeice«,  Mr.  Middkton,  and 
Mr.  Ha//. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  North- Carolina, 
and  the  list  of  the  Prisoners  sent  from  thence,  having  ap- 
pointed Colonel  Robcrdeau  to  wait  upon  Congress  and  ipform 
them  that  the  Prisoners  are  arrived,  and  that  they  have 
ordered  them  to  be  closely  confined,  and  have  appointed  an 
officer's  guard  for  their  better  security,  and  further  to  inquire 
what  allowance  for  subsistence  is  to  be  granted  them, 

Resolved,  That  the  disposition  of  the  Prisoners  made  by 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  is  approved,  and  that  they  have  the 
allowance  granted  to  other  Officers  who  are  Prisoners. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of  the 
11th  of  May,  the  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  of  the  3d, 
and  the  Letter  from  Captain  Daniel  Robertson,  of  the  Royal 
Highland  Emigrant  Regiment,  of  the  9th  ;  which  was  in 
part  agreed  to : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burbeck 
be  dismissed  from  the  Continental  service. 

That  a  Letter  be  written  to  the  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  Virginia,  requesting  that  they  will  immediately  for- 
ward to  Philadelphia  such  quantity  of  Lead  as  can  be  spared 
from  that  Colony. 

That  one  Battalion  of  Germans  be  raised  for  the  service 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  empowered  to  increase  the 
number  of  Batteaus  to  two  hundred. 

That  four  of  the  Prisoners  taken  at  St.  Johns,  and  sug- 
gested by  the  Letter  from  Captain  Robertson  to  have  in- 
listed  in  the  Continental  Army,  viz :  William  Roughhead 
and  Elisha  Grisler,  in  Captain  Hubley's  Company ;  John 
Stanton,  in  Captain  Brown's  Company ;  and  John  Mayot, 
in  a  Company  unknown,  be  dismissed  the  service,  and  re- 
turn to  their  Corps  at  Lancaster. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  first  paragraph 
in  said  Report  be  postponed,  and  that  the  third  and  fifth 
paragraphs  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  Generals. 

A  number  of  Deputies  from  four  of  the  Six  Nations  of  In- 
dians, having  arrived  in  town,  and  notified  Congress  that 
they  are  desirous  of  an  audience, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  admitted  to  an  audience  on  Mon- 
day next,  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  to  the  Colonels  of  the  As- 
sociation of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  to  draw 
out  their  Battalions  in  Review,  on  Monday  morning,  as  early 
as  they  can  conveniently;  and  that  the  Congress,  with  the 
Generals  in  town,  will  attend  the  Review  at  nine  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  the  Arms,  Ammunition,  and  Military  Stores, 
taken  by  the  armed  Schooner  Franklin,  or  any  other  of  the 
armed  vessels  in  the  pay  of  the  United  Colonies,  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  General  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Ame- 
rican forces. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Resolutions  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  South-  Carolina,  respecting  the  Battalions  raised  in 
that  Colony,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  Report ;  which 
was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Reports  on  General  Washing- 
ton's Letters  not  yet  considered,  and  the  General's  Letters 
which  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Congress, 
be  committed  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Generals. 

As  two  of  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  Colo- 
nel Hand,  of  the  Rifle  Battalion,  was  referred,  are  absent. 

Resolved,  That  two  other  Members  be  chosen  in  their 
room. 

The  Members  elected  :   Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Wolcott. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  from 
Charles  Miller  to  the  Commissary-General,  brought  in  their 
Report ;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  be  directed  to 
order  so  much  of  the  Provisions  stored  in  the  Continental 
Magazine  in  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  be  delivered  for  victual- 
ling the  five  ships  of  war,  now  building  at  Portsmouth,  New- 


buryport,  and  Providence,  as  the  Marine  Committee  shall 
direct ;  and  to  keep  the  residue  for  the  use  of  the  Continen- 
tal Army  that  is  or  may  be  stationed  in  the  Eastern  Depart- 
ment. 

That  the  Commissary-General  be  directed  to  receive  the 
amount  of  the  Pork,  Beef,  and  Fish,  supplied  the  Colony  of 
Massachusetts -Bay,  and  credit  the  same  in  his  account  with 
the  United  Colonies. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  Major-General  Gates,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Mijlin,  touching  the  most  proper  Posts  and  measures 
to  be  taken  for  preventing  the  enemy's  communication  with 
the  upper  country  from  Canada,  and  such  other  measures  as 
tend  lo  secure  the  frontiei-s,  brought  in  their  Report ;  which 
was  taken  into  consideration.*     And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  post 
be  taken  at  Deschambaull,  and  that  the  same  be  fortified ; 
that  works  be  likewise  erected  on  the  Islands  in  the  River 
St.  Lawrence,  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Sorel,  as  well  to 
keep  open  the  communication  between  Deschambault  and 
St.  Johns,  as  to  prevent  the  enemy's  passing  to  the  upper 
country,  should  the  forces  of  the  United  Colonies  be  com- 
pelled to  retreat  from  Deschambault. 

That  it  is  highly  expedient  to  engage  the  Indians  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report  be 
postponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Monday,  May  27,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  16th  from  George  Morgan,  Esq.,  to  Lewis 
Morris,  Esq.,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

A  Petition  from  Samuel  de  Lucena  was  presented  to  Con- 
gress, and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  pro- 
moting the  manufacture  of  Sulphur  and  Saltpetre. 

A  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Moti- 
mouth,  in  the  Colony  of  New-Jersey,  was  presented  to  Con- 
gress, and  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  send 
forward  with  all  convenient  despatch,  one  ton  of  Powder, 
lent  for  the  defence  of  the  Western  frontier;  of  which  eight 
hundred  pounds  to  be  lodged  in  Fort  Pitt,  six  hundred 
pounds  with  the  Committee  of  West-Augusta,  and  six  hun- 
dred pounds  with  the  Committee  of  Westmoreland,  to  be 
used  only  in  case  that  country  is  attacked. 

*}ieport  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  loith  General  "W xBaiso- 
T02f,  Major-General  Gates,  and  Mrig-.  General  Mifflin. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  his  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington, Major-Genoral  Gates,  and  Brigadier-General  Mijlin,  touching  the 
most  proper  Posts  and  measures  to  be  taken  for  eifectually  preventing  the 
enemy's  communication  with  the  upper  country  from  Canada,  and  such 
other  measures  as  shall  tend  to  secure  the  frontiers,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  from  a  thorough  consideration  of  the  subject-matter  referred  to 
them,  they  are  of  opinion  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  post  be 
taken  at  Deschambault,  and  that  the  same  be  fortified ;  that  works  be 
likewise  erected  on  the  Islands  in  the  River  St.  La-wrence,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  River  Sorel,  as  well  to  keep  open  the  communication  between  Det- 
chambault  and  St.  Johns  as  to  prevent  the  enemy's  passing  to  the  upper 
country,  should  the  forces  of  the  United  Colonies  be  compelled  to  retreat 
from  Deschambault. 

That  it  is  highly  expedient  to  engage  the  Indiana  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

That  the  Commissioners  at. Albany  be  directed  to  use  their  utmost  en- 
deavours to  procure  the  assistance  of  the  Indians  to  act  against  the  enemies 
of  these  Colonies  j  that  they  apply  themselves  particularly  to  induce  the 
Indians  to  undertake  the  reduction  of  J^iag-ara,  and  that,  as  an  induce- 
ment so  to  do,  they  engage  in  behalf  of  the  Congress  to  pay  them  £50, 
Pennsyh'ania  currency,  for  every  soldier  of  the  Garrison  they  take  and 
bring  to  Head-Quarters,  or  to  the  said  Commissioners,  and  the  free  plun- 
der of  the  Garrison. 

That  the  Commissioners  in  the  Middle  Department  be  directed  to  use  * 
their  best  endeavours  to  procure  the  assistance  of  the  Indians  under  their 
care  ;  that  they  prevail  upon  them,  if  possible,  to  undertake  the  reduction 
of  Detroit,  upon  the  same  terms  as  the  Commissioners  at  Jitbany  are  di- 
rected to  engage  the  Indians  against  JViagara. 

That  the  Commissioners  in  each  of  these  departments  be  directed  to 
employ  one  or  more  able  partisans,  whom  the  Congress  will  liberally  re- 
ward for  their  exertions  in  the  business  to  be  committed  to  them. 

That  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  employ 
in  the  Continental  Army  a  number  of  Indians,  not  exceeding  ,  upon 

such  terms  as  he  shall  think  most  beneficial  for  the  United  Coloniea. 
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Anreeable  to  order  tlie  IiuUans  were  admitted  to  an  au- 
dience.    After  they  witlidrew, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Standing  Committee  for  Indian  Affairs 
be  directed  to  prepare  a  Speech  to  be  delivered  to  the  In- 
dians, and  to  procure  such  articles  as  they  judge  proper  for 
presents  to  the  Indians. 

The  Deleirates  from  North- Carolina  laid  before  Congress 
certain  Instructions  which  they  have  received  from  their 
Convention ;  also,  the  Delegates  from  Virginia  laid  before 
Congress  certain  Instructions  they  have  received  from  their 
Convention  ;  which  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  30,000  Dollars  be  transmitted 
to  the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  to  be  by  them  ex- 
clianged  for  Silver  and  Gold,  for  the  Canada  expedition, 
agreeable  to  a  former  Resolution  of  Congress. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  May  28,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Twrhutt  Francis  be  desired  to 
attend  at  the  next  Conference  with  the  Indians,  and  assist 
in  interpreting  for  them. 

The  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  of 
a  mode  for  regulating  the  price  of  Salt,  brought  in  their  Re- 
port ;  which  was  read.  * 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  May  29,  1776. 

A  Letter  from  General  Wooster,  of  the  27th  oi  April  last, 
and  a  Letter  from  William  Palfrey,  with  a  Weekly  Account 
Irom  the  19th  to  25th  May  inclusive,  were  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  read. 

A  Petition  from  Captain  Budden  was  presented  to  Con- 
gress, and  read :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Midshipman  Draper  be  ofTered  in  ex- 
change for  Captain  William  Budden, 

A  Letter  from  Levi  Hollingsworth  and  Thomas  Richard- 
son to  the  Committee  of  Safety  o( Pennsylvania,  dated  Neiv- 
port,  21st  instant;  also,  a  Memorial  from  sundry  Members  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  RJiode-Island,  were  presented  to 
Congress,  and  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  Major-General  Gates,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Mifflin,  brought  in  a  further  Report ;  f  which  was 
read:  Whereupon, 

•  Jieport  of  the  Committee  on  the  regulating  the  price  of  Salt. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  regulation  of  the  price  of 
Salt,  are  humbly  of  opinion : 

That  some  persons  possessed  of  large  quantities  of  Salt,  imported  before 
the  late  restrictions  on  our  trade,  have  taken  an  undue  advantage  of  the 
recommendation  of  Congress  to  the  several  Committees  of  Observation 
and  Inspection  to  desist  from  any  further  regulation  of  the  prices  of  mer- 
chandise, by  demanding  an  extravagant  price  for  that  necessary  article. 

That,  though  regulations  of  that  nature  lend  to  discourage  commerce 
and  increase  the  scarcity  which  Ihey  were  designed  to  remove,  yet  that 
the  same  is  not  applicable  to  Salt,  unless  it  is  sold  so  high  as  to  be  very 
burdensome  to  the  poor,  as  it  can  only  be  imported  in  large  vessels,  the 
risk  of  which  is  extremely  great. 

That  in  order  to  remedy  this  inconvenience  without  burdening  trade, 
it  will  be  proper  to  fix  the  price  of  Salt  now  in  the  country,  or  hereafter 
to  be  imported  or  manufactured,  when  sold  at  the  place  into  which  the 
same  is  imported,  or  at  which  it  is  manufactured,  at  two-thirds  of  a  dollar 
per  bushel ;  if  suld  at  any  other,  at  the  same  price,  with  the  addition  of  so 
much  as  will  defray  the  charges  of  transportation. 

That  a  bounty  should  be  given  by  this  Congress  of  one-third  of  a  dollar 
per  bushel  upon  all  such  Salt  as  shall  be  imported  into  or  manufactured 
within  cither  of  these  Colonies  within  one  year  from  the  dale  hereof;  that 
the  same  should  be  paid  by  the  Continental  Treasurer  to  any  person  or 
persons  who  shall  produce  to  him  a  certificate  from  the  Convention, 
Assembly,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  of  the  Province  in  v/hich  Salt  shall 
have  been  manufactured,  or  into  which  the  same  shall  have  been  im- 
*  ported,  that  the  said  certificate  contains  the  name  of  the  manufacturer, 
or  importer,  the  quantity  manufactured  or  imported  at  the  time  in  which 
the  same  was  applied  for. 

■f  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  tcith  General  Wash- 

INOTON. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Generals,  &c.,  beg  leave 
to  report  as  follows : 

That  it  having  been  considered  and  proposed  in  what  proportion  of 
numbers  should  the  enemy's  force  be  opposed  1 


Resolved,  That  an  animated  Address  be  published,  to 
impress  the  minds  of  the  people  with  the  necessity  of  their 
now  stepping  forward  to  save  their  country,  their  freedom, 
and  property. 

That  a  Committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  prepare  said 
Address. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr. 
S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  liutledge. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report 
be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Jay,  introducing  Johan  Philip  Mcrkle 
to  the  notice  of  Congress,  was  presented  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secret  Committee, 
and  that  they  be  directed  to  confer  with  the  gentleman. 

The  Conmiittee  of  Claims  reported,  that  tliere  is  due — 

For  ferriages  of  two  brass  F'ield-pieces,  sent  to  Virginia, 
the  sum  of  6  Dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paiti 
to  James  Davidson ; 

To  Walter  Stewart,  for  his  expenses  in  going  on  board  the 
Liverpool  Frigate,  the  sum  of  8  15-90  Dollars ; 

.4.  Two  to  one. 

Q.  What  number  of  the  enemy  may  it  be  supposed  will  be  sent  to 
attack  Camilla  ? 

A.  Ten  thousand.  And  as  the  whole  force  at  present  directed  for  Ca- 
nada, when  it  arrives  there,  will  not  exceed  ten  thousand  men,  therefore, 
upon  the  question,  What  are  the  proportions  to  be  furnished  by  the  diffe- 
rent Provinces  out  of  the  Militia  for  the  defence  of  Canada  y 

A.  Massachusetts  4,500,  Connecticut  2,000,  JWw-JJampshire  1,000, 
A'ew-Vork  1,500,  Indians  1,000;  total  10,000. 

Q.  What  number  of  the  enemy  may  it  be  supposed  will  attack  .Veta- 
York  ? 

A.  Twelve  thousand  five  hundred.  And  as  the  Continental  force  now 
at  J^Te^u-York  for  the  defence  of  that  place,  and  the  communication  with 
Albany,  does  not  exceed  ten  thousand  men,  therefore,  upon  the  question, 
What  are  the  proportions  to  be  furnished  by  the  different  Provinces  out 
of  the  Militia  for  the  defence  oi  JVe-w-York,  &c.  I 

A.  Massachusetts  2,000,  Connecticut  5,500,  J^'eviYovk  3,000,  .A*ew- 
Jerseij  3,300,  two  Battalions  Pennsylvajiia  establishment  1,200 ;  total 
15,000. 

Q.  What  force  is  necessary  for  protection  of  the  four  J^ew-England 
Provinces  '< 

A.  The  eleven  Regiments  raised  and  ordered  to  be  raised  in  those 
Colonies  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commiltee,  sufficient. 

Q.  Should  a  Flying-Camp  be  immediately  established  in  the  Middle 
Colonies  1 

A.  Unanimously  approved  of. 

Q.  How  many  should  the  Flying-Camp  consist  of  1 

A.  'i"en  thousand  men. 

Q.  From  whence  and  in  what  propertions  are  the  troops  to  come  tliat 
are  to  form  the  Flying-Camp  1 

A.  From  Pennsylvania  6,000,  Marylund  3,400,  lower  Counties  600 ; 
total  10,000. 

Q.  Is  the  present  establishment  sufficient  for  the  Southern  Colo- 
nies 1 

A.  The  present  force  is  sufficient,  except  in  South- Carolina  and 
Georgia,  where  it  appears  to  this  Commiltee  that  an  additional  force  is 
necessary. 

Q.  For  how  long  a  time  is  the  Militia  to  be  engaged  ? 

A.  To  the  1st  of  December,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress. 

Q.  When  is  the  Militia  pay  to  commence  ? 

A.  From  the  day  of  their  marching  from  home ;  and  they  are  to  be 
allowed  one  penny  a  mile,  lawful  money,  in  lieu  of  rations,  for  travelling 
expenses,  and  one  day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles  between  home  and 
the  general  rendezvous,  going  and  returning. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  an  animated  address  be  published, 
to  impress  the  minds  of  the  people  with  the  necessity  of  their  now  step- 
ping forward  to  save  their  country,  their  freedom,  and  property. 

'I'hat  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Assemblies,  Conventions,  and 
Committees  of  Safety  in  the  United  Colonies,  to  fall  upon  the  most  ell'cc- 
tual  means  of  removing  the  stocks,  grain,  and  meal,  from  such  part?  of 
their  respective  Provinces  as  are  invaded,  or  are  in  imminent  danger  of 
being  invaded  by  the  enemy. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  two  Provincial  Brigadiers- 
General  be  employed  in  the  Canada  Department — one  from  Massachu- 
setts, and  one  from  Connecticut.  That  four  Provincial  Biigadiers-General 
be  employed  in  the  DietvYork  Department — one  from  Massachusetts,  one 
from  Connecticut,  one  from  A'ew-York,  anti  one  from  A^ew-Jersey. 

It  is  also  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  three  Brigadiers-General 
be  employed  for  the  Flying-Camp — two  from  Pennsylvania,  and  one  from 
Marylund ;  that  the  said  Brigadiers-General  be  appoinled  by  the  respec- 
tive Colonies  above-mentioned. 

Your  Committee  further  recommend  that  the  Departments  of  Commis- 
sary-General, Quartermaster-General,  .\djutiint-GeneraI,  &c.,  be  under 
one  head,  to  whom  all  Returns  and  Reports  are  to  be  made. 

That  the  Engineers'  pay  be  increased. 

That  a  Resolve  of  Congress  be  passed  for  punishment  of  Spies  found 
in  any  of  the  Continental  Camps . 

That  the  Flying-Cauip  be  under  the  command  of  such  Continental 
General  Officers  as  the  Commander-in-Chief  shall  direct. 

That  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  authorized  to  form  and  fix  such 
Magazines  of  Provisions  and  Military  Stores  as  he  may  judge  neces- 
sary. 

That  the  General  be  authorized  to  direct  the  building  as  many  Fire- 
Rafts  and  Galleys  as  may  be  necessary  and  suitable  for  the  immediate 
defence  of  the  Post  at  ATeio-York  and  Hudson's  liiver. 
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To  David  Lenox,  for  his  expenses  going  to  New-  York  as 
an  escort  of  Money,  the  sum  of  6-2  68-90  Dohare  ; 

To  WUliam  Sheppard,  forWagon-liire  on  two  journeys  to 
New-York,  and  on  a  journey  to  Fort-Royal,  in  Virginia, 
with  General  Lee,  tlie  sum  of  102  64-90  Dollars  ; 

On  several  Certificates  for  entertaining  General  Lee's 
Guard,  the  sum  of  37  78-90  Dollars,  and  that  the  same 
ought  to  be  paid  to  George  Ross,  Esq. ; 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  wagonage  of  Gunpowder  to  the  City 
of  Neio-Yoi-k,  the  sum  of  414  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

The  said  Committee  further  reported,  that  Captain  John 
Lowden  bad  laid  before  thetn  an  account  of  the  expenditure 
of  money  paid  into  his  hands,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
Company  of  Riflemen,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  582  7-90 
Dollars. 

Transporting  baggage  from  Northumberland  to  Reading, 
40  Dollar. 

Amount  of  divers  articles  ordered  to  be  charged  to  Cap- 
tain Lowden,  which  now  appear  to  be  Continental  charges, 
50  3-90  Dollars. 

Aujount  oiJohn  Harris  and  Elias  Younkman's  bills,  which 
liave  been  twice  paid,  and  twice  chaiged  to  Captain  Low- 
den, and  which  ought  now  to  be  charged  to  the  Committee 
of  Berks,  86  44-90  Dollars. 

The  whole  amounting  to  758  54-90  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Lowden  be  credited  with  the 
above  sum,  and  that  the  Committee  of  Berks  County  be 
charged  with  the  sum  above-mentioned. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  May  30,  1776. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  mode  of  regulating  the  price  of  Salt,  and 
thereupon  came  to  the  following  Resolution : 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  Congress  that  ava- 
ricious, ill-designing  men,  have  taken  the  advantage  of  the 
resolve  of  Congress  passed  the  30th  of  April,  for  withdraw- 
ing from  the  Committees  of  Inspection  the  power  of  regu- 
lating the  price  of  goods,  to  extort  from  the  people  a  most 
exorbitant  price  for  Salt : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committees  of 
Observation  and  Inspection  in  the  United  Colonies  so  to  re- 
gulate the  price  of  Salt  as  to  prevent  unreasonable  exactions 
on  the  part  of  the  seller,  having  due  regard  to  the  difficulty 
and  risk  of  importation,  subject,  however,  to  such  regulations 
as  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  made  by  the  Legislatures 
of  the  respective  Colonies. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  Joseph  Wood- 
ward, Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  New-Hampshire 
Grants,  was  referred,  and  who  were  directed  to  hear  the 
persons  mentioned  in  the  said  Letter,  brought  in  their  Re- 


port; which  was  read.* 

'Report  of  a  Committee  on  the  Letter  from.  Joseph  Woodwahu,  of  the 
J«KW-HAMPSiniiii  GiiANTs,  aiiil  the  Petition  of  the  InhubituiUs  of 
said  GitAKTS. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition,  Address,  and  Remonstrance,  of 
the  persons  inliubiting  that  part  oi  America  which  is  commonly  called 
and  known  by  the  name  of  the  J^few-Hampshire  Grants  was  referred, 
have  examined  the  matter  thereof,  and  come  to  the  following  Resolution 
thereupon : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  Petitioners,  for  the  present,  to  submit  to  the  Government 
of  A'evi- York,  and  contribute  their  assistance,  with  their  countrymen,  in 
the  contest  between  Great  Jiritain  and  the  United  Colonics;  but  that 
such  submission  ou<;ht  not  to  prejudice  the  right  of  them  or  others  to  the 
lands  in  controversy,  or  any  part  of  them,  nor  be  construed  to  affirm  or 
admit  the  jurisdiction  oi  J\'e-w-York  in  and  over  that  country;  and  when 
the  present  troubles  are  at  an  end,  the  final  determination  of  their  right 
may  be  mutually  referred  to  proper  judges.     ' 

In  CoNoiiEss,  June  4. — Resolved,  That  Heman  Allen  have  leave  to 
withdraw  the  Petition. 

He  represents  that  he  had  left  behind  some  papers  necessary  to  sup- 
port the  allegation  therein  contained. 

New-Hampshiiie  Grants,  January  17,  1776. 
We  beg  leave,  with  submission,  humbly  to  communicate  to  your  Ho- 
nours, by  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  friends,  Lieutenant  James  Jirack- 
tuiffe.  Captain  Heman  Allen,  and  Dr.  Jonas  Fay,  a  state  of  that  district 
of  land  commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  J^'ew-Jlampshire 
Grants,  who  arc  appointed  by  the  Representatives  of  the  several  'I'own- 
ships  on  said  Gratits,  in  General  Convention  assembled  this  day,  and 
pray  your  Honours  to  receive  them  as  persons  legally  chosen,  and  to  whom 
said  Representatives  have  reposed  the  trust  and  management  of  preferring 
a  remonstrance  of  the  situation  of  the  state  of  the  Grants  aforesaid ;  and 


The  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  consider  of  an 
adequate  reward  for  the  person  who  brought  the  late  intelli- 
gence from  England,  brought  in  their  Report. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  he  receive  his  pay,  being  a 
soldier  in  Captain  Morgan's  Company  of  Riflemen,  to  be 
continued  from  the  time  of  his  captivity  until  the  15th  day 
of  June  next,  and  a  gratuity  of  100  Dollars. 

should  your  Honours  see  meet  to  give,  to  receive  your  Honours'  advice 
thereon,  which  we  shall  always  acquiesce  in ;  and  the  favour  will  ever  be 
gratefully  acknowledged  by,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  very  humble 
servant,  .losupii  Woodwahd,  Chairman. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress,  now  convened  at  Philadelphia. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Honourable  Con- 

linenlul  Congress,  note  assembled  at  Philadelphia. 
The  humbU  Petition,  Address,  and  Remomlrance,  of  that  part  o/America 
beiv^  siluate  south  o/ Canada  line,  west  o/ Connecticut  River,  nerth  of 
the  Massacuhsetts-Bay,  and  east  from  a  twenty  mile  liiufrom  Hudson 
River,  commonly  called  ami  knouin  by  the  name  of  the  Nkw-Hampshibe 
Grants,  humbly  showelh: 

That  your  Honours'  Petitioners  being  fully  sensible  and  deeply  affected 
with  the  very  alarming  situation  in  which  the  United  Colonies  are  in- 
vo  ved  by  means  of  a  designing  Ministry,  who  have  flagrantly  used,  and 
still  are  using,  their  utmost  efforts  to  bring  the  inhabitanU  of  the  very 
extensive  Continent  of  .America  into  a  base  and  servile  subjection  to 
arbitrary  power,  contrary  to  all  the  most  sacred  ties  of  obligation,  by 
covenants,  and  the  well-known  Constitution  by  which  the  British  Em- 
pire ought  to  be  governed,  your  Petitioners,  (not  to  be  prolix  or  waste 
time,)  when  the  whole  Continent  are  in  so  disagreeable  a  situation,  would, 
however,  beg  leave  to  remonstrate,  in  as  short  terms  as  possible,  the  very 
peculiar  situation  in  which  your  Petitioners  have  for  a  series  of  years 
been  exercised,  and  are  still  struggling.  Perhaps  your  Honours,  or  at 
least  some  of  you,  are  not  unacquainted,  that  at  the  conclusion  of  the  last 
war  the  above  described  premises,  which  your  Petitioners  now  inhabit, 
were  deemed  and  reputed  to  be  in  the  Province  o(  J^ew  Hampshire,  and 
consequently  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same.  Whereupon  applica- 
tions were  freely  made  to  Benning  Went-worth,  Esquire,  then  Governour 
of  the  Province  of  Aetii-/fam/j*Aire,  who,  with  the  advice  of  his  Council, 
granted,  under  the  great  seal  of  said  Province,  to  your  Honours'  Petition- 
ers a  large  number  of  Townships,  of  the  contents  of  six  miles  square 
each.  In  consequence  of  which,  a  great  number  of  your  Petitioners,  who 
were  men  of  considerable  substance,  disposed  of  their  interest  in  their 
native  places,  and  with  their  numerous  families  proceeded  many  of  them 
two  hundred  miles,  encountering  many  dangers,  fatigues,  and  great  hard- 
ships, to  inhabit  a  desolate  wilderness,  which  is  now  become  a  well-set- 
tled frontier  to  three  Governments.  This  was  not  all  our  trouble,  for 
soon  after  the  commencement  of  those  settlements  the  monopolizing  lanll- 
iraiera  oi  JYeTti-York,  being  apprised  that  the  Province  of  Aew-V/am/i- 
shire  had  granted  the  said  lands,  and  that  settlements  were  actually 
making,  did  present  a  petition  (as  we  have  often  heard  and  verily  be- 
lieve) in  your  Petitioners'  names,  praying  that  the  same  lands  granted 
by  JVeiv-JIampshire  might  be  annexed  to  the  Province  of  JVe-w-iork,  on 
account  of  its  local  and  other  circumstances,  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. Your  Petitioners  not  being  apprised  of  the  intrigue  in  this  case, 
were  mute ;  therefore,  as  no  objection  was  made  why  the  prayer  of  the 
Petition  should  not  be  granted,  his  Majesty  was  pleased,  with  advice  of 
Council,  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1764,  to  grant  the  same.  Immediately 
after,  the  land-traders  of  J\/'e-w- York  petitioned  the  then  Governour  of  that 
Province  for  grants  of  land,  some  parts  of  which  had  been  previously 
granted  to  your  Petitioners  by  the  Governour  and  Council  of  A'ew-Hamp- 
s/dre.  The  dispute  then  became  serious.  Your  Petitioners  then  peti- 
tioned his  Majesty  for  relief  in  the  premises.  His  Majesty  was  pleased 
to  appoint  a  Committee,  who  reported  to  his  Majesty  in  the  premises,  and 
his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  pass  Order  in  the  following  words : 
"  At  a  Court  of  St.  James,  24th  day  of  July,  1767.  Present: 
'*  The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
"  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Earl  of  Litchfield, 
"  Lord  Chancellor,  Earl  of  Bristol, 

"  Duke  of  Queensborough,  Earl  of  S/ielburn, 

"  Duke  of  Ancaster,  Viscount  Falmouth, 

"  Lord  Chamberlain,  Viscount  Harrington, 

"  Viscount  Clarke,  Mr.  Secretary  Conway, 

"  Bishop  of  London,  Hans  Stanly,  Esq. 

"His  Majesty  taking  the  said  Report  into  consideration,  was  pleased, 
with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  approve  thereof,  and  doth  hereby 
strictly  charge,  require,  and  command,  that  the  Governour  or  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Province  of  JVe-w-York  for  the  time  being  do  not, 
upon  pain  of  his  Majesty's  highest  displeasure,  presume  to  make  any  grant 
whatsoever  of  any  part  of  the  lands  described  in  the  said  Report  until  his 
Majesty's  further  pleasure  should  be  known  concerning  the  same. 

"  William  Sharp." 

A  true  copy  attested :  Georgs  Babtak,  Deputy  Secretary, 

The  many  intervening  and  unhappy  disputes  which  have  since  happen- 
ed between  those  land-traders  of  A'ew-York  and  your  Petitioners  would 
take  up  too  much  time,  under  the  present  situation  of  publick  affairs,  to 
recite,  as  Lieutenant  James  Bracknage,  Captain  Heman  Allen,  and  Dr. 
Jonas  Fay,  whom  we  have  appointed  to  present  this  to  your  Honours, 
will  be  furnished  therewith,  should  they  find  your  Honours'  admit- 
tance, and  such  particulars  be  thought  necessary.  Let  it  suffice  here 
only  to  mention  that  the  oppressions  from  those  overgrown  land-traders 
of  J^ew-York  were  so  grievous,  that  your  Petitioners  were  again  induced, 
at  a  great  expense,  to  petition  his  Majesty,  In  consequence  of  which,  a 
Committee  was  appointed,  and  made  a  report  in  favour  of  your  Petition- 
ers, which  is  too  prolix  to  be  inserted  here.  We  are  called  on  this  moment 
by  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  County  of  Albany  to  suppress  a  dan- 
gerous insurrection  in  Tryon  County.  Upwards  of  ninety  soldiers  were 
on  their  march  wittiin  twelve  hours  after  receiving  the  news,  all  the 
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A  Petition  from  Captain  Heman  Allen  was  presented  to 
Congress,  and  read. 

An  extract  of  a  Letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Bermuda, 
dated  tlie  26th  April,  and  continued  to  the  1st  May,  1776,  to 
a  wenilcman  in  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  Congress, 
and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed 
to  examine  the  most  proper  Posts  to  be  fortified. 

Resolved,  That  six  of  the  heaviest  Cannon  at  Newport, 
and  fourteen  of  the  heaviest  Cannon  at  New-London,^  be- 
longing to  the  Continent,  be  transported  to  Philadelphia  as 
soon  as  possible. 

That  copies  of  the  above  Resolution  be  transmitted  to  the 
Governours  of  Rhode-Island  and  Connecticut. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  his  Excellency- 
General  Washington,  Major-General  Gates,  and  Brigadier- 
General  Miffiin;  and  after  some  debate, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Congress. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Conference  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the 
President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported, 
that  the  Committee  have  taken  into  consideration  the  matter 
referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  a  Resolution  thereon, 
but  not  having  had  time  to  go  through  the  whole,  desired 
him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Congress  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  General  be  authorized  to  direct  the 
building  as  many  Fire-Rafts,  Row-Galleys,  Armed  Boats, 

inhabiiants  of  one  town  inhabited  by  your  Petitioners,  and  all  furnished 
with  arms,  ammunition,  accoutrements,  and  provisions,  &c.  Again  wc 
are  alarmed  by  express  from  General  Wooster,  commanding  at  Montreal, 
with  the  disagreeable  news  of  the  unfortunate  attack  on  Quebeck,  (unfor- 
tunate, indeed,  to  lose  so  brave  a  Commander,)  requiring  our  immediate 
assistance  by  troops.  In  consequence  of  which,  a  considerable  number 
immediately  inarched  for  Quebeck,  and  more  are  daily  following  their 
example.  Yet  while  we,  your  Petitioners,  are  thus  earnestly  engaged, 
we  beg  leave  to  say  we  are  entirely  willing  to  do  all  in  our  power  in  the 
general  cause  under  the  Continental  Congress,  and  have  been  ever  since 
the  taking  of  Ticonderoga,  &c.,  in  which  your  Petitioners  were  princi- 
pally active,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  but  are  not 
willing  to  put  ourselves  under  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  of 
A'eTv-York  in  such  a  manner  as  might  in  future  be  detrimental  to  our 
private  property,  as  the  oath  to  be  administered  to  those  who  are  or  shall 
be  entrusted  with  commissions  from  said  Congress  and  the  association 
agreed  upon  by  the  same  authority,  together  with  some  particular  restric- 
tions and  orders  for  regulating  the  Militia  of  said  Province,  if  conformed 
to  by  the  inhabitants  of  said  J\i'ev)-Hainpshire  Grants,  will,  as  we  appre- 
hend, be  detrimental  to  your  Petitioners  in  the  determination  of  the  dis- 
pute now  subsisting  between  said  inhabitants  and  certain  claimants  under  ' 
said  Province  of  JVe-w-York,  and  that  your  Petitioners'  ardent  desire  of 
exerting  themselves  in  the  present  struggle  for  freedom  may  not  be  re- 
strained, and  that  we  might  engage  in  the  glorious  cause  without  fear  of 
giving  our  opponents  any  advantage  in  the  said  land  dispute  now  sub- 
sisting, which  we  would  wish  should  lie  dormant  until  a  general  restora- 
tion of  tranquillity  shall  allow  us  the  opportunity  for  an  equitable  decision 
of  the  same.  One  other  reason  that  much  hinders  our  Joining  hand  and 
hand  with  JVew-York  Government  in  the  general  cause  is,  they  will  not 
own  us  in  our  property,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  for  said  Province  have  expressly  declared  the  charters  of  our  lands, 
deeds,  &c.,  to  be  null  and  void.  Therefore  we,  your  Honours'  humble 
Petitioners,  most  earnestly  pray  your  Honours  to  take  our  case  into  your 
wise  consideration,  and  order  that  for  the  future  your  Petitioners  shall  do 
duty  in  the  Continental  service,  if  required,  as  inhabitants  of  said  JVew- 
Jlampahire  Grants,  and  not  as  inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  J\te%D-York, 
or  subject  to  the  limitations,  restrictions,  or  regulations,  of  the  Militia  of 
said  Province,  and  that  commissions,  as  your  Honours  shall  judge  meet, 
be  granted  accordingly. 

And,  as  in  duty  bound,  your  Honours'  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Representatives  of  the  different  Towns  on  the 
JVexn-I/ampshire  Grants,  legally  warned  and  convened  at  the  house  of 
Cephas  Kent,  Inn-holder,  in  Dorset,  on  the  16th  day  of  January,  1776, 
Captain  Joseph  IVoodward  Chairman,  Doctor  Jonas  Fay  Clerk.  This 
meeting,  after  due  consideration,  agreed  to  prefer  twthe  honourable  Con- 
tinental Congress  an  humble  Petition,  setting  forth  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  this  part  of  the  country.  Accordingly  a  Committee  was 
appointed  to  draw  up  the  same,  who  drew  up  the  foregoing,  and  reported 
to  the  House  in  the  evening.  The  Clerk  read  the  same  in  his  place,  and 
sd-terwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

January  17. — Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  said  Petition  being  a  second  time  read,  was  agreed  to  by  the  whole 
House.  Then  Lieutenant  James  Jiracknage  and  Captain  Heman  Allen 
were  nominated  to  prefer  the  said  Petition.  The  vote  was  called  ;  passed 
in  the  affirmative  nem.  con.  Then  Doctor  Jonas  Fay  was  nominated ; 
the  vote  called ;  passed  in  the  afhrmative  nem.  con. 

Joseph  Woodwabd,  Chairman, 

A  true  copy:  Jonas,  Fai,  Clerk. 


and  Floating-Batteries  as  may  be  necessary  and  suitable  for 
the  immediate  defence  of  the  Post  of  New-  York  and  Hud- 
son's River. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  to-morrow  again  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  fur- 
ther consideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow 

Friday,  May  31,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  22d,  from  Commodore  E.  Hopkins, 
enclosing  the  Proceedings  of  two  Courts-Martial,  on  John 
Hazard,  Commander  of  the  Sloop  Providence,  and  Abra- 
ham Whipple,  Commander  of  the  Columbus,  was  laid  before 
Congress,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Instructions  given  to  Commodore  Hopkins. 

A  Letter  of  the  2 1  st,  from  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Deputy  Pay- 
master-General, and  a  Petition  from  Hugh  King,  in  behalf 
of  himself  and  others,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  50,000  Dollars  be  drawn 
on  the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  Brigadier-General  MiJJiin, 
to  enable  him  to  pay  for  Tents,  Intrenching  Tools,  and  sun- 
dry other  articles,  which  he,  as  Quartermaster-General,  has 
bought  in  Philadelphia  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army; 
he  to  be  accountable. 

The  Committee  of  Conference  brought  in  a  further  Re- 
port ;  *  which  was  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  John  Connolly,  John  Smith,  and  Allan 
Cameron,  three  of  the  Prisoners  confined  in  the  Jail  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, who  are  represented  to  be  in  a  dangerous  state  of 
health,  be  permitted,  lor  the  recovery  of  their  health,  to  walk 
two  hours  in  the  day  in  the  yard  of  the  Prison,  in  company 
with,  or  under  the  inspection  of,  at  least  two  of  the  Guards. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  take  into  their  further  consideration  the  Reports 
of  the  Committee  of  Conference ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
thereon,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Hairison 
reported,  that  the  Committee  have  taken  into  their  further 
consideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to 
sundry  Resolutions  thereon,  but,  not  having  yet  finished, 
desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  to-morrow  again  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  further 
consideration  the  Reports  of  the  Committee  of  Conference. 

The  several  mattei-s  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  June  1,  1776. 

Letters  from  the  Committee  of  Hartford  and  Northamp- 
ton, in  Connecticut,  respecting  Prisoners,  being  laid  before 
Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Prisoners. 

A  Letter  of  the  27th  of  May,  from  Governour  Trumbull, 
was  also  read  ;  and  a  Letter  from  Colonel  J.  Reed,  informing 
that,  upon  his  arrival  at  New-York,  finding  a  gentleman  of 
character  and  abilities  performing  the  services  of  Secretary, 
with  satisfaction  to  the  General,  he  was  induced  to  request, 
and  has  obtained,  the  General's  leave  to  resign  that  office. 

*  Heport  of  the  Committee  of  Conference. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  Governour 
and  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  the  Convention  of  JWw- 
York,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  jMassachusetts-Jiay,  and 
the  Convention  of  the  Colony  of  J\'e-w- Jersey,  and  the  several  Conven- 
tions of  such  other  of  the  United  Colonies  in  which  there  aie  any  Lead 
Mines,  be  requested  to  transmit  to  this  Congress,  with  all  convenient 
despatch,  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Lead  Mines  in  their  respective 
Colonies. 

liesoLved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  service  will 
render  it  necessary  for  General  Hchttyler  to  increase  the  number  of  Bat- 
teaus  to  two  hundred. 

Resolved,  'I'hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  four  of  the 
Prisoners  taken  at  St.  Johns,  and  suggested  by  the  said  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Robertson  to  have  inlisted  in  the  Continental  Army,  to  wit :  Jt'illiam 
Roug-hhead  and  Elisha  Grister  in  Captain  Ilubley's  Company,  John  San- 
toir  in  Captain  Bro-wer's  Company,  and  John  Mayot  in  a  Company  un- 
known, ought  to  be  dismissed  the  service,  and  returned  to  their  Corps  at 
Lancaster. 
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The  Committee  on  Indian  AfFairs,  to  whom  it  was  refer- 
red to  consider  of  a  proper  present  for  the  Indians,  brought 
in  their  Report : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  em- 
powered and  directed  to  purchase  Goods  for  a  present  to  the 
Indians,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  426  60-90  Dollars. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  further  consideration  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  Conference  ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
thereon,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  further  consider- 
ation the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  come  to  some  Reso- 
lutions, which  they  desired  him  to  report ;  but  not  having 
yet  come  to  a  conclusion,  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
sit  again. 

The  Report  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Congress 
was  read:* 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  six  thousand  Militia  be  em- 
ployed to  reinforce  the  Army  in  Canada,  and  to  keep  up  the 
communication  with  that  Province.  To  make  up  which 
number, 

Resolved,  That  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay  be  re- 
quested to  supply,  of  their  Militia,     -  3,000 — 4  Battalions. 

Conreedicu^,  of  their  Militia,    -     -  1,500 — 2  Battalions. 

l^ew-Hampshire,  of  their  Militia,       750 — I  Battalion. 

New-  York,  of  their  Militia,     -     -      750 — 1  Battalion. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report 
be  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
their  further  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Conference. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to 
Anthony  Fricker,  for  boarding  the  Scotch  Hostages  from  the 
22d  of  MarcA  to  the  4th  of  June  instant,  246  78-90  Dollars. 

To  Samuel  Patterson,  for  Wagon-hire  and  dining  the  Pri- 
soners  brought  from  North-  Carolina,  the  sum  of  7  60-90 

*  Is  COMHITTKE  OF  THE  WhOLE,  Milt/  31,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  Congress,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  his  Excellency  General 
fVashington,  Major-General  Gates,  and  Brigadier-General  Mijiin,  have 
taken  into  consideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to 
the  following  Resolutions : 

Besolved,  as  tlie  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the  General  be 
authorized  to  direct  the  building  as  many  Fire-Rafts,  Row-Galleys,  Boats, 
and  Floating-Batteries  as  may  be  necessary  and  suitable  for  the  immediate 
defence  of  the  Post  at  JVeio-York  and  Hudson  River. 

Hesolved,  That  six  thousand  men,  in  addition  to  those  sent  into 
Canada,  be  employed  to  reinforce  the  Army  there,  and  to  keep  up  the 
communication  to  that  country.     And  to  complete  that  number, 

That  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts- Jiay  be  requested  to  supply,  of  their 
Militia,  the  number  of  -         -         -         -         -         3,000 — i  Battalions, 

Connecrj'cu*,  of  their  Militia,      ...         1,500 — 2         do. 

J\rev>-Hampshire,  of  their  Militia,         -         .  750 — 1         do. 

JV'ew  !'(»*,  of  their  Mihtia,        ...  750 — 1         do. 

6,000 

And,  as  a  further  reinforcement.  Resolved,  That  a  number  of  Indians, 
not  exceeding  two  thousand,  be  taken  into  the  pay  of  the  Continent 

Resolved,  That  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  Militia  be  employed 
to  reinforce  the  Army  at  JVew-York.  To  complete  which  number,  that 
the  Colony  of — 

Massachusetts-Bay  be  requested  to  furnish,  o(  their  Militia,   -  2,000 
Conneclicut,  of  their  Militia,   .......  5,500 

JVevo-Korjt,  of  their  Militia, 3,000 

\\'e-w-Jerset/,  of  their  Militia,    .......  3,300 

Total,         -         .         -      13,800 

Resolved,  That  the  eleven  Battalions  raised  and  ordered  to  be  raised 
for  the  protection  of  the  four  J\i'e-ui-EnglaHd  Colonies  are,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  sufficient. 

Resolved,  That  a  Flying-Camp  be  immediately  established  in  the  Mid. 
die  Colonies. 

That  the  Flying-Camp  consist  of  ten  thousand  men.  To  complete  this 
number. 

That  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  furnish,  of  their 
Militia,  the  number  of.......     6,000 

Maryland,  of  their  Militia,      ......     3,400 

Delaviare  Government,  ......       60O 

10,000 

Resolved,  That  the  present  force  provided  for  the  protection  of  the 
Southern  Colonics,  is  sufficient,  except  for  South-Carolina  and  Georgia, 

That  the  Militia  be  engaged  to  the  \»\  oi  December,  MnXem  sooner 
discharged  by  Congress. 

That  the  pay  of  the  Militia  commence  from  the  day  of  their  marching 
from  home,  and  that  they  be  allowed  one  penny  a  mile,  lawful  money,  in 
lieu  of  rations,  for  travelling  expenses,  and  one  day's  pay  for  every  twenty 
miles  between  home  and  the  general  rendezvous,  going  and  returning. 


Dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Mc- 

Kean,  Esq. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  June  3,  1776. 
Sundry  Letters  received  by  General  Washington,  were  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers  for 
1066  2-3  Dollars,  in  favour  oi  Ephraim  Blaine,  Esq.,  in 
advance,  for  the  purchase  of  Shoes,  to  be  sent  to  Williams- 
burgh,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army ;  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

The  Committee  of  Conference  brought  in  a  further  Re- 
port, which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  Congress. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  further  consideration  the  Re- 
ports of  the  Committee  of  Conference ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  thereon,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Harrison  reported,  that  the  Committee  have  had  under 
their  further  consideration  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and 
have  come  to  sundry  Resolutions  thereon,  but  not  having 
come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit 
again,  f 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  Report 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  General  be  empowered 
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Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  three  Majors-General 
and  two  Brigadiers-General  be  added  to  the  Continental  Establishment 
of  General  Officers;  and  that  the  vacancies  in  the  offices  of  Adjutant- 
General  and  Quartermaster-General  be  filled  up. 

That  the  Governour  and  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  the 
Convention  o(  JVew-York,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  J^fa*. 
sachusetts-Bay,  the  Convention  of  the  Colony  of  J^ew-Jersey,  and  the 
several  Conventions  of  such  other  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  whicl\  there 
are  any  Lead  Mines,  be  requested  to  transmit  to  Congress,  with  all  con- 
venient despatch,  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Lead  Mines  in  their  re. 
spective  Colonies,  and  use  the  most  speedy  means  to  procure  their  being 
wrought  to  effect. 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
and  Committees  of  Safety,  in  the  United  Colonies,  to  fall  upon  the  most 
elTectual  means  of  removing  the  Stocks,  Grain,  and  Meal  from  such  parts 
of  their  respective  Colonies  as  are  invaded,  or  are  in  imminent  danger  of 
being  invaded,  by  the  enemy. 

That  two  Provincial  Brigadiers-General  be  employed  in  the  Canada 
Department — one  from  Massachusetts-Bay  and  one  from  Connecticut. 

That  four  Provincial  Brigadiers-General  be  employed  in  the  JVevi- 
Tork  Department — one  from  Massachusetts-Bay,  one  from  Connecticut, 
one  from  J\!'e-w-York,  and  one  from  JVew-Jersey. 

That  three  Brigadiers-General  be  employed  for  the  Flying-Camp,  viz: 
two  from  Pennsylvania  and  one  from  Maryland. 

That  the  said  Brigadiers-General  be  appointed  by  the  respective  Colo- 
nies  above-mentioned. 

That  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  authorized  to  form  and  fix  such 
Magazines  of  Provisions  and  Military  Stores  as  he  may  judge  necessary. 

In  Committee  bf  the  Whole,  June  4,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  Deputy  Commissaries-General,  Deputy  Quarter- 
masters-General, Deputy  Adjutants-General,  and  Deputy  Mustermasters- 
General  make  regular  Returns  and  Reports  to  Congress,  and  to  the  re- 
spective Officers  to  whom  they  are  Deputies,  at  least  once  a  month,  and 
that  the  principals  also  make  Returns  to  Congress  at  the  same  periods. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster-General  and  bis  Deputies  make  Monthly 
Returns  to  Congress  of  their  expenditures,  and  the  state  of  the  Military 
Chest  in  their  several  Departments. 

Resolved,  That  a  resolve  of  Copgress  be  passed  for  punishment  of 
Spies  found  in  any  of  the  Continental  Camps. 

That  the  Flying-Camp  be  under  the  command  of  such  Continental 
General  Officers  as  the  Commander-in-Chief  shall  direct. 

Resolved,  That  Expresses  be  established  between  the  several  Conti- 
nental Posts. 

Resolved,  That  the  Militia,  when  in  service,  be  regularly  paid  and 
victualled  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Continental  Troops. 

Resolved,  That  a  Pay  master  be  appointed  to  each  Regiment ;  that  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Regimental  Paymasters  to  keep  all  the  Accounts 
of  their  respective  Regiments,  and  to  observe  such  rules  and  orders  as 
shall  be  given  them  in  command  by  the  General  or  Commander-in-Chief, 
and  that  each  of  them  be  allowed,  for  this  service,  dollars  per 

month. 

That  the  Aids-de-Camp  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  rank  as  Lieute- 
nant-Colonels. 

That  the  Aids-de-Camp  of  Major-Gcnerals  rank  as  Majors. 

That  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  Esq.,  be  allowed  the  rank  of  Lieute- 
nant Colonel  in  the  Continental  Army. 

Resolved,  That  the  Assistant  Quartermasters-General  be  allowed  Cap- 
tain's pay. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  Regimental  Surgeons  be  augmented  to  33  g 
dollars  a  month. 
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to  employ  in  Canada  a  number  of  Indians,  not  exceeding  a  Draft  the  10th  May,  in  his  favour,  by  Ji.  Franklin,  Samuel 

two  thousand.  Chase,  and  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton  Commissioners  in 

Resolved  That  thirteen  thousand  eiglit  hundred  Militia  Canada,  for  value  by  them  received  there,  and  employed  in 

be  employed  to  reinforce  the  Army  at  New-York.   To  com-  the  publick  service, 

plete  which  number,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Assemblies  and 

Resolved,  That  the  Colony  of  Massachasetts-Bay  be  re-  Conventions  of  the  Colonies,  requested  to  supply  or  furnish 

quested  to  furnish,  of  their  Militia, 2,000  Militia  by  the  Resolutions  of  yesterday,  to  take  particular 

Co7mec</ru<,  of  their  Militia,  -     -     -     -     -     -5,500  care  that  the  Militias  come  provided  with  Arms,  Accoutre- 

iVcw- YorA-,  of  their  Militia, -3,000  ments,  and  Camp-kettles. 

iYew-Jemy,  of  their  Militia, 3,-300  A  Letter  of  the  3d,  from  ?rafiam  PaZ/rei^,  Paymaster-Ge- 

Rcsolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  That  the  eleven  ^gj.jj]^  ^^^g  ]gjj  ijgfQ,.^  Congress,  and  read. 

Battalions  raised  and  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  protection  Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  to  whom 

of  the  four  New-England  Colonies,  are  sufficient.  (jje  Letter  received  the  21st  of  May  last  were  committed. 

Resolved  That  a^lying-Comp  be  immediately  establish-  ^  better  of  the  3 1st  of  May  from  John  Macpherson,  was 

ed  in  the  Middle  Colonies ;  and  that  it  consist  of  ten  thou-  j^.^  ^^^^^^  ^^     .^^^^  ^^^  ^^J                         ^ 

sand  men.     To  corriplete  which  number,  Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  Mc- 

Resolved  Th^i  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvama  be  requested  ^,^^  ^^^  ^.^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^  .^,^  ^^^  Macpherson. 

to  furnish,  of  their  Mihtia, 6,000  '                                iTJ.y.  e'       •                    .a 

Maruland,  of  their  Militia, 3,400  A  Petition  from  Colonel  Turbutt  Francis  was  presented 

Dcfaw^re  Government,  of  their  Mihtia,      -     -      600  to  Congress  and  read        ,      _,          ^         .          , 

Resolved,  That  the  Militias  be  engaged  to  the  1st  day  of  ^«*«/f'''  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  seven 

December  next,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress.  The  Members  chosen  :  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  W. 

That  the  pay  of  the  Militias  commence  from  the  day  of  Livingston,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  R.R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Lynch, 

their  marching  from  home,  and  that  they  be  allowed  one  and  Mr.  Braxtm. 

penny  a  mile,  lawful  money,  in  lieu  of  rations,  for  travelling  Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  de- 
expenses,  and  one  day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles  between  liver  the  Muskets  lately  imported,  to  Colonel  Shee,  for  the 
home  and  the  general  rendezvous,  going  and  returning.  use  of  his  Battalion. 

That  three  Major-Generals  and  two  Brigadier-Generals  Resolved,  That  Captain  Heman  Allen  have  leave  to  witli- 

be  added  to  the  Continental  Establishment  of  General  Oft-  j^^^  ^^^  Petition  by  him  delivered,  in  behalf  of  the  inha- 

cers,  and  that  the  vacancies  in  the  offices  of  Adjutant-Gene-  j^jj^^^^g  ^f  jj^g  ^ew-Hampshire  Grants,  he  representing  that 

ral  and  Quartermaster-General  be  filled  up.  j^g  has  left  at  home  some  papere  and  vouchers  necessary  to 

That  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  oi  Alassachu-  ^^^  allegations  therein  contained. 
setts-Bay,  the  Governour  and  Assembly  of  the  Colony  oJ  »      ,     .  rr.,    , .,     <-<         ■».       r  c  r  .      r  u          ? 
Connectkut,  the  Conventions  of  New-  York  and  New-Jer-  ^  Resolved,  That  the  Commit  ee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania 
sen,  and  the  several  Conventions  of  such  other  of  the  United  be  empowered  to  negotiate  with  Captain  Bellew,  on  the  best 
Colonies  in  which  there  are  any  Lead  Mines,  be  requested  tfms  they  can,  for  an  exchange  o    the  Prisoners  on  board 
to  transmit  to  Congress,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  the  the  Liverpool:  Provided  always  that  this  shall  not  be  con- 
state and  condition  of  the  Lead  Mines  in  their  respective  stued  so  as  to  enable  them  to  deliver  up  Lieutenant  Bogan 
Colonies,  and  use  the  most  speedy  means  to  procure  their  ^n^  Lieutenant  Ball  in  the  exchange, 
being  wrought  to  eflect.  Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Corn- 
That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Assemblies,  Con-  mittee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  further  consideration 
ventions,  and  Committees  of  Safety  in  the  United  Colonies,  the  Reports  of  the  Committee  of  Conference ;  and  after 
to  fall  upon  the  most  effectual  means  of  removing  the  Stocks,  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  President  resumed  the  chair, 
Grain,  and  Meal,  from  such  parts  of  their  respective  Colonies  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  Committee  have  taken 
as  are  invaded,  or  are  in  imminent  danger  of  being  invaded  into  their  further  consideration  the  matters  to  them  referred, 
by  the  enemy.  and  have  come  to  some  further  Resolutions  thereon,  but  not 

That  two  Provincial  Brigadier-Generals  be  employed  in  having  yet  come  to  a  conclusion,  directed  him  to  move  for 

the  Canada  Department — one  from  Massachusetts-Bay  and  leave  to  sit  again, 

one  from  Connecticut.  The  Resolutions  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole 

That  four  Provincial  Brigadier-Generals  be  employed  in  Congress,  being  read, 

the  New-  York  Department — one  from  Massachusetts-Bay,  Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till 

one  from  Connecticut,  one  from  New-  York,  and  one  from  to-morrow. 

JSew-Jersey.             .  /fesoZued,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve 

That  three  Provincial  Brigadier-Generals  be  employed  jt^gif  j^t^  ^  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  fur- 

for  the  Flying-Camp— two   from  Pennsylvania,  and  one  ^,^^^  consideration  the  Reports  of  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
from  Maryland. 

That  the  said  Brigadier-Generals  be  appointed  by  the  re-  "                                   , .    ,         <•       i  i    •                     i 

spective  Colonies  above-mentioned.  The  several  matters^  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

That  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  authorized  to  form  and  Adjourned  to  ten  o  clock,  to  morrow. 

fix  such  Magazines  of  Provisions  and  Military  Stores  as  he  „,,,,,, 

.    ,       °                                                             ■'  Wednesday,  June  5,  1776. 

may  judge  necessary.  ,1.^         ,  r, 

r)      1    J    rru  .  .                 1          •       J  r       I    *•       .1  A  Letter  of  the  2d,  from  Maior-General  Putnam,  with  sun- 

Resolved,   Ihat  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  the  ,     ^                jr.                 11          1    j  1    r      V. 

,        TiM  ■     n          I        J  .u    .       vfA-r-         \         J  dry  Letters  and  Papers  enclosed,  was  laid  belore  Congress, 

three  Major-Generals  and  the  two  Brigadier-Generals,  and  a       A                                                                         &       ' 

for  filling  up  the  vacancies  in  the  offices  of  Adjutant-General  ^^  n  ^j'  7  rr^i   .  .1              .        r      j  .   .u    /-• 

,  r\      .          .     r<          I  itesofoca,  1  hat  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

and  Quartermaster-General.  „ .              ' 

i-i         •        1  Prisoners. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  empowered  to  »  t    .       r        .1     r^         ■..        e  r^           •  j.   •     /-<     7 

n    J         r  .v,       {^  \     ■     .    .\     c     ■      ur  t  r  r  A  Letter  from  the  Committee  ol  (rreenwich,  m  Lumber- 

export  Produce  of  these  Colonies  to  the  foreign  ^m<-jn««es,  ,     , ,-,       .     •     at-       7           j  .    ■  .1      oj           i  ■  1  1    <• 

L.,.           r     .      .u          j.jr*              J      J.  land  County,  m  J\ew-Jerseu,  dated  the  3d,  was  laid  beiore 

sufficient  to  pay  for  ten  thousand  stand  ol  Arms,  ordered  to  „                •",        .  •  r      •      .1    ,  .1     01        t>  .       t>    ^ 

L                J  f        .1          u    .u    n         •..        f  c       .  c  Congress,  and  read,  informing  tliat  the  bloop  netseu  &•  Ann, 

be  procured  from  thence  by  the  Committee  of  becret  Cor-  r>    ^     . '    ,           ' ,           .  -^     „          ,     '           •      1  a 

'      J                               ■'  Benjamin  1  ucker.  Master,  from  Bermuda,  was  arrived  ttiere, 

P              ■             ^  with  seventeen  hundred  bushels  of  Salt,  and  two  puncheons 
Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  re-  ^f  i^^^,^  ^^jgh  he  is  desirous  of  exchanging  for  Provisions, 
solve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  ^i,ich  the  inhabitants  of  the  Islands  of  Bermudas  are  in  ex- 
further  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Con-  treme  want  of.     Whereupon 

ference.  Resolved,  That  the  said  Master  be  allowed  to  exchange 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed,  his  cargo  for  Provisions,  and  to  export  the  same,  under  the 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow.  inspection  and  direction  of  the  Committee  ofGreenwich,  who 

—  are  desired  to  take  an  oath,  or  such  other  security  as  they 

Tuesday,  June  4, 1776.  think  proper,  of  the  said  Master,  that  he  will  carry  the  same 

Resolved,  That  an  order  for  800  Dollars  be  drawn  on  the  to  the  Islands  of  Bermudas,  and  will  use  his  utmost  endea- 

Treasurers,  in  favour  of  Joseph  Swift,  Jun.,  being  in  full  of     vours  to  avoid  all  English  men-of-war  and  cutters. 
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The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  persons  giving  intelli- 
gence to  the  enemy,  or  supplying  them  with  Provisions. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr. 
Rutkdge,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  R.  Livingston. 

Resolved,  That  the  Deputy  Commissaries-General,  De- 
puty Quartermasters-General,  Deputy  Adjutants-General, 
and  Deputy  Mustermasters-General,  make  regular  Returns 
and  Reports  to  Congress  and  to  the  respective  Officers  to 
whom  tiiey  are  Deputies,  at  least  once  a  month,  and  that 
the  principals  also  make  Returns  to  Congress  at  the  same 
periods. 

That  the  Paymaster-General,  and  the  Deputy  Paymasters- 
General,  make  Monthly  Returns  to  Congress  of  their  expen- 
ditures, and  the  state  of  the  military  chests  in  their  several 
Departments. 

That  the  Flying-Camp  be  under  the  command  of  such 
Continental  General  Officers  as  the  Commander-in-Chief 
shall  direct. 

That  Expresses  be  established  between  the  several  Con- 
tinental Posts. 

That  the  Militia,  when  in  service,  be  regularly  paid  and 
victualled  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Continental  Troops. 

That  the  Aids-de-Camp  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  rank 
as  Lieutenant-Colonels. 

That  the  Aids-de-Camp  of  Major-Generals  rank  as  Ma- 
jors. 

That  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  Esquire,  have  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  Continental  Army. 

That  the  Assistant  Quartermasters  be  allowed  Captains' 

pay- 
That  the  pay  of  the  Regimental  Surgeons  be  augmented 

to  thirty-three  Dollars  and  one-third  of  a  Dollar  a  month. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee,  to  consist  of  one  Member 
from  each  Colony,  be  appointed  to  consider  of  ways  and 
means  of  establishing  Expresses  between  the  several  Con- 
tinental Posts. 

The  Members  are:  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams, 
Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Wolcott,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  W.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.  Braxton, 
Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Lynch,  Jun.,  and  Mr.  Gwinnett. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  Adjutant- 
General  and  Quartermaster-General,  to  fill  up  the  vacancies 
in  those  offices ;  when,  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examin- 
ed, 

Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  was  elected  Adjutant-General,  and 
Stephen  Moylan,  Esq.,  was  elected  Quartermaster-General. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  have  the  pay  of  125 
Dollars  a  month,  and  the  rank  of  a  Colonel. 

That  Stephen  Moylan,  Esq.,  have  the  pay  of  80  Dollars 
a  month,  and  the  rank  of  Colonel. 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  Major-Generals  be  post- 
poned. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  shall  be  appointed  to  any  place 
of  profit,  unless  the  person  to  be  appointed  shall  have  a  ma- 
jority of  the  voices  of  the  Colonies  represented  at  the  time 
of  the  election. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  Brigadier- 
Generals  ;  when,  the  ballots  being  taken,  the  following  gen- 
tlemen were  duly  elected :  John  (Vhitcombe,  Esq.,  and  Hugh 
Mercer,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their 
further  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  and  the  several  matters  to  this  day 
referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  Juno  6,  1776. 

Sundry  Letters  and  Papers  being  received,  were  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  read,  viz : 

Two  Letters  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  oii\\e  31st  of 
May  and  Ist  of  June. 

A  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  in  Canada,  of  the  27th 
and  28th  of  May. 

Three  Letters  from  General  T/iomas,  of  which,  two  to  the 


Commissioners  in  Canada,  of  the  15th  and  20th  of  May,  and 
one  to  General  Wooster,  of  the  27th  of  the  same  month. 

Three  from  Brigadier-General  ^moW,  of  the  17th,  25ih, 
and  27th  of  May,  to  the  Commissioners  in  Canada,  enclosing 
a  Cartel  entered  into  between  him  and  Cajjlain  Forster,  for 
exchange  of  Prisoners. 

One  from  Brigadier-General  Thompson,  of  the  25th  of 
May,  to  the  Commissioners.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  Letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioners in  Canada  be  sent  to  General  Washington. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Wooster  be  directed 
immediately  to  repair  to  Head-Quartet's  at  New-York. 

That  the  Letters  just  received  and  read,  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  five. 

The  Membere  chosen:  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr. 
Sergeant,  Mr.  F.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Gwinnett. 

Resolved,  That  the  Standing  Committee  for  Indian  Af- 
fairs be  directed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  Resolution  of  the  3d  of  this  month,  empowering 
the  General  to  employ  in  Canada  a  number  o(  Indians,  not 
exceeding  two  thousand. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  an  extract  of  a 
Letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Bermuda,  dated  26th  ofAjjril, 
and  continued  to  May  1st,  to  a  gentleman  in  Philadelphia, 
brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  read ;  and  tlie  same 
being  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  instructed  forth- 
with to  fit  out  two  fast-sailing  Vessels,  and  load  them  with 
Provisions,  to  be  sent  immediately  to  supply  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Islands  of  Bermudas ;  and  that  the  Committee  of 
Secret  Correspondence  be  directed  to  take  such  measures  as 
they  may  think  proper  by  those  Vessels  to  discover  the  state 
of  those  Islands,  and  the  disposition  of  their  inhabitants ;  and 
that  the  Marine  Committee  be  instructed  to  take  such  mea- 
sures as  they  may  think  proper  for  purchasing,  manning, 
arming,  and  fitting,  at  the  said  Islands,  two  Sloops  of  War  for 
the  service  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  Report  lie  on  the 
table  for  consideration. 

The  draft  of  a  Speech  to  be  delivered  to  the  Indians  being 
read,  was  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  delivery  of  this  Speech  be  deferred 
for  some  days. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due — 

To  Captain  William  West,  for  expenses  in  conducting 
Money  to  Jfilliamsburgh,  (Horse-hire,  &,c.,  included.)  the 
sum  of  219  40-90  Dollars ; 

To  Melchior  Meng,  for  twenty-one  days'  hire  of  his  Wa- 
gon and  Horses,  carrying  Money  to  Virginia,  the  sum  of 
42  Dollars ; 

To  Benjamin  Towne,  the  sum  of  26  27-90  Dollars,  for 
Cartouch-boxes,  being  so  much  paid  him  less  than  the  price 
contracted  for ; 

To  Robert  Porter,  for  Accoutrements  for  Colonel  Hart- 
ley's Regiment,  the  sum  of  18  66-90  Dollars,  and  that  the 
same  ought  to  be  paid  and  charged  to  the  said  Regiment ; 

To  John  Kuntz,  the  sum  of  21  40-90  Dollars,  of  which 
sum  there  is  due,  for  entertaining  General  Lee's  Guards,  the 
sum  of  10  60-90  Dollars,  and  for  Expresses,  the  sura  of  10 
70-90  Dollars ; 

To  Michael  Staddleman,  for  entertaining  General  Lee's 
Guards,  the  sum  of  1 1  39-90  Dollars ; 

To  Benjamin  Smith,  for  Board  and  Accommodations  for 
Prisoners  at  Trenton,  the  sum  of  31  4-90  Dollars.  This 
money  became  due  before  the  regulation  of  Congress  for 
determining  the  price  of  their  Board  took  place ; 

That  there  is  due  for  expenses  in  apprehending  Heiiry 
Edwin  Stanhope  and  George  Gregory,  who  broke  their  pa- 
role and  ran  from  Northampton,  the  sum  of  47  48-90 
Dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid,  and  charged  to 
the  said  Stanhope  and  Gregory. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid  to  J.  Hancock, 
Esquire. 

The  Marine  Committee  having  recommended  sundry  gen- 
tlemen for  Captains  and  Subaltern  Officers  for  the  Ships 
building  or  built  for  the  Continent,  the  same  was  taken  into 
consideration.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  'Thomas  Thompson  be  appointed  Captain 
of  the  Frigate  built  in  New-Hampshire ; 
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John  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Tonikins  for  those  building  in 
Rhode-Mand ; 

Christopher  Miller,  for  one  of  those  building  at  New-  York ; 

Nicholas  Biddle,  John  Barry,  Thomas  Read,  Charles 
Alexander,  for  those  building  in  Philadelphia ; 

James  Nicholson,  for  that  building  in  Maryland. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  names  of  the  thirteen  Frigates  he,  the 
Congress,  Randolph,  Hancock,  Washington,  Trumbull,  Ra- 
leigh, EJjingham,  Montgomery,  Warren,  Boston,  Virginia, 
Providence,  and  Delaware. 

Resolved,  That  Israel  Turner  be  First  Lieutenant,  Joseph 
Doble  Second  Lieutenant,  Mark  Dennet  Third  Lieutenant, 
of  Captain  Manly' s  Ship. 

Resolved,  That  the  Marine  Committee  be  empowered  to 
affix  the  names  to  each  particular  Ship,  and  determine  the 
Vessel  which  each  Captain  is  to  take  command  of. 

That  the  Marine  Committee  be  empowered  and  directed 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  building  two  more  Ships-of- 
War,  and  their  size,  and  report  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  three  Members  be  added  to  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  raising  Ten 
Millions  of  Dollars,  voted  the  6th  of  May. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  Braxton,  Sir.  R.  Livingston, 
and  Mr.  Tilghman. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts  be  employed  as  a 
Physician  and  Surgeon  in  the  Canada  Department,  or  at 
Ijake  George,  as  the  General  shall  direct ;  but  that  this  ap- 
pointment shall  not  supersede  Dr.  Stringer. 

Resolved,  That  an  Express  be  sent  to  Hugh  Mercer,  Esq., 
who  was  yesterday  appointed  a  Brigadier-General,  with  his 
Commission,  and  that  he  be  desired  immediately  to  repair  to 
Head-Quarters  at  New-  York. 

A  Memorial  of  Jacob  Vmmensetter  was  presented  to  Con- 
gress, and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed 
to  contract  for  the  casting  of  Cannon. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  June  7,  1776. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  from 
Esek  Hopkins,  Commodore  of  the  Continental  Fleet,  dated 
Providence,  May  22d,  brought  in  their  Report,  which,  being 
taken  into  consideration,  was  agreed  to.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Charles  Walker,  o( New-Providence, 
be  paid  the  value  of  the  Sloop  Endeavour,  together  with 
four  tons  of  Lignumvitae,  and  one  hundred  Cedar  Posts, 
taken  by  the  said  Commodore  for  the  use  of  the  Colonies, 
and  the  damages  the  said  Walker  has  sustained  by  the  taking 
and  detention  of  the  said"  Vessel,  LignumvitEE,  and  Posts ; 
the  said  Walker  giving  a  full  acquittance  for  the  said  Vessel, 
goods,  and  damages. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governour  of  the  Colony  of  Connec- 
ticut be  requested  to  appoint  judicious  and  indifferent  persons 
to  appraise  the  Vessel  and  goods  aforesaid,  at  the  time  when 
they  were  taken  for  the  service  of  the  Colonies,  and  to  esti- 
mate the  full  damages  sustained  by  the  said  Mr.  Walker, 
and  report  to  this  Congress  forthwith,  that  the  said  Walker 
may  be  indemnified  by  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Walker  have  his  election  to  re- 
ceive his  Vessel  again,  and  the  hire  of  her,  and  his  damages, 
or  the  value  of  her,  to  be  ascertained  as  aforesaid. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Resolutions  of  the  Convention  of  South- 
Carolina,  respecting  the  Battalions  raised  in  that  Colony; 
and,  after  some  debate, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommitted. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  complaint  is  made  with 
respect  to  the  Powder  manufactured  at  Osicald.  Eve^s  Mill, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  R.  Liv- 
ingston, be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  defect,  and  take 
measures  to  have  it  remedied. 

Certain  Resolutions  [Resolved,  That  these  United  Colo- 
nies are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent 
States;  that  diey  are  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the 
British  Crown,  and  that  all  political  connection  between 
them  and  the  State  of  Great  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be, 
totally  dissolved. 


That  it  is  expedient  forthwith  to  take  tlie  most  effectual 
measures  for  forming  Foreign  alliances. 

That  a  plan  of  Confederation  be  prepared  and  transmit- 
ted to  the  respective  Colonies  for  their  consideration  and  ap- 
probation,] being  moved  and  seconded. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  them  be  deferred  till 
to-morrow  morning  ;  and  that  the  Members  be  enjoined  to 
attend  punctually  at  ten  o'clock,  in  order  to  take  the  same 
into  consideration. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration 
of  the  attempt  made  to  counterfeit  the  Bills  of  Credit  emit- 
ted by  Congress,  brought  in  their  Report.* 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  consideration. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  June  8,  1776. 
Resolved,  That  the  Resolutions  respecting  Independency 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  and,  after  some  time,  the  President  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  Committee  have 
taken  into  consideration  the  matter  to  them  referred,  but  not 
having  come  to  any  resolution  thereon,  directed  him  to  move 
for  leave  to  sit  again  on  Monday. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  at 
ten  o'clock,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
take  into  their  further  consideration  the  Resolutions  referred 
to  them. 

A  Petition  of  John  Bayard,  Joseph  Deane,  and  William 
Erskine,  being  presented  to  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sell 
the  Petitioners  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  Powder  and 
four  hundred  pounds  of  Swivel  and  Grape-Shot,  for  the  use 
of  their  Privateer  Hancock,  and  also  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  of  Powder  before  applied  for. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  June  10,1776. 

Sundry  Letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz : 

Two  from  General  Washington,  of  the  7th  and  8th,  to- 
gether with  copies  of  twenty-one  Letters  and  papers  from 
General  Schuyler  and  others ; 

One  from  the  Commissioners  in  Canada,  of  the  17th  of 
May;  and 

One  from  Captain  Heman  Allen. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Letters  and  papers  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  6th  to  consider  sundry 
Letters  that  day  read. 

A  Letter  from  Stephen  Moylan,  Esquire,  expressing  his 
grateful  thanks  to  Congress  for  appointing  him  to  the  office 
of  Quartermaster-General ;  and  a  Letter  from  the  Conven- 
tion of  Netv-  York,  of  the  7th,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and 
read. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  the 
Middle  Department  be  henceforth  the  same  as  that  of  the 
Troops  in  the  Eastern. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the  appoint- 

•  Report  of  the  Comndttee  to  tvhom  tvas  referred  the  consideration  of 

the  attempt  made  to  counterfeit  the  Bilh  of  Credit  emitted  by  Coit' 

gress. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  attempt 
made  to  counterfeit  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  beg  leave  to 
report,  that  it  appears  to  the  Committee,  by  sundry  affidavits,  the  con- 
fessions of  the  parties  charged,  and  other  papers,  that  KUzabeth  VandinCt 
the  wife  of  Henry  Vandine,  of  ..Morris  County,  in  the  Province  of  JVev- 
Jersey,  with  the  privity  of  her  said  husband,  has  counterfeited  several 
bills  of  the  Continental  currency,  some  of  which  were  passed  by  the 
said  Vandine,  and  others  of  them  by  his  wife ;  and  that  the  said  Vandine 
and  his  wife  were,  for  the  said  offence,  committed  to  the  jail  of  the  County 
oi  Morris,  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  the  Township  oi  Morris. 

Whereupon,  your  Committee  came  to  the  following  Resolutions : 

Thut  it  be  recommended  to  the  Provincial  Convention  of  the  Province 
of  JVevi-Jersey  to  direct  the  said  Henry  Vandine  to  make  satisfaction  to 
such  persons  as  have  been  injured  by  taking  the  said  counterfeit  bills. 

That  the  said  Henry  and  Elizabeth  remain  in  confinement,  or  be  let 
out  on  good  bail  for  their  appearance  to  abide  their  trial  for  the  above 
offence,  as  to  the  said  Convention  shall  seem  most  proper. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  Legislatures  of  the  United 
Colonies  to  pass  acts  of  legislation  for  making  the  Continental  Bills  of 
Credit  a  lawful  tender  in  all  payments,  and  for  the  most  effectual  pre- 
venting the  counterfeiting  thereof. 
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ment  of  a  Deputy  Paymaster-General  for  the  Eastern  De- 
partment. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  further  consideration 
the  Resolutions  to  them  referred ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
thereon,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison 
reported,  that  the  Committee  have  had  under  consideration 
the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to  a  Resolu- 
tion thereon,  which  they  directed  him  to  report. 

The  Resolution  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
being  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  first  Resolution 
be  postponed  to  Monday,  the  1st  day  of  July  next ;  and,  in 
the  mean  while,  that  no  time  be  lost,  in  case  the  Congress 
agree  thereto,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
Declaration  to  the  effect  of  the  said  first  Resolution,  which 
is  in  these  words:  "That  these  United  Colonies  are,  and  of 
right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  States ;  that  they 
are  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown ;  and 
that  all  political  connection  between  them  and  the  State  of 
Great  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved." 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  be  discharged. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  June  11,  1776. 
Two  Letters,  of  the  9th  and  10th,  from  General  Wash- 
ington, were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed 
on  the  6th. 

A  Letter  from  H.  E.  Stanhope,  of  the  11th,  and  one 
from  E.  Webb,  of  the  12th  May,  both  dated  from  North- 
hampton Jail ;  also  one  from  Mrs.  Connolly,  were  read : 

Resolved,  That  these  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Prisoners. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  150  Dollars  be  paid  to  the 
Indian  Interpreter  for  his  services,  and  to  defray  his  ex- 
penses. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
consider  of  a  compensation  to  the  Secretary  for  his  services. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and 
Mr.  Hewes. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  10,000  Dollars  be  drawn 
on  the  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  Carpenter  Wharton,  for  the 
use  of  the  Pennsylvania  Battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  presents  for  the  Indians  being  provided,  they  were 
called  in,  and  the  Speech  agreed  to  was  delivered,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  Brothers :  We  hope  the  friendship  that  is  between  you 
and  us  will  be  firm,  and  continue  as  long  as  the  sun  shall 
shine,  and  the  waters  run ;  that  we  and  you  may  be  as  one 
people,  and  have  but  one  heart,  and  be  kind  to  one  another 
like  brethren. 

"  Brothers :  The  King  of  Great  Britain,  hearkening  to 
the  evil  counsel  of  some  of  his  foolish  young  men,  is  angry 
with  us,  because  we  will  not  let  him  take  away  from  us  our 
land,  and  all  that  we  have,  and  give  it  to  them,  and  because 
we  will  not  do  everything  that  he  bids  us ;  and  hath  hindered 
his  people  from  bringing  goods  to  us;  but  we  have  made 
provision  for  getting  such  a  quantity  of  them,  that  we  hope 
we  shall  be  able  to  supply  your  wants  as  formerly. 

"Brothers:  We  shall  order  all  our  warriors  and  young 
men  not  to  hurt  you  or  any  of  your  kindred,  and  we  hope 
you  will  not  suffer  any  of  your  young  men  to  join  with  our 
enemies,  or  to  do  any  wrong  to  us,  that  nothing  may  hap- 
pen to  make  any  quarrel  between  us. 

"  Brothel's :  We  desire  you  to  accept  of  a  few  necessaries, 
which  we  present  you  with  as  tokens  of  our  good  will  to- 
wards you." 

The  presents  being  delivered,  the  Indian  Chief  begged 
leave  to  give  a  name  to  the  President ;  the  same  being 
granted,  an  Onondaga  Chief  arose  and  saluted  the  Presi- 
dent by  the  name  oi  Karanduaan,  or  the  Great  Tree,  by 
which  name  he  informed  him  the  President  will  be  known 
among  the  Six  Nations. 

After  which  the  JndiaJis  took  their  leave,  and  withdrew. 

A  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  dated  iSV. 
Johns,  June  1,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Shee  and  Colonel  Magaw  be 


ordered  immediately  to  march  with  their  Regiments  to  New- 
York. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to 
lend  the  Committee  of  Safety  oi  Pennsylvania  four  tons  of 
Powder. 

Resolved,  That  Letters  be  sent,  by  express,  to  the  seve- 
ral Colonies  who  are  to  furnish  Militia  for  the  defence  of 
New-  York,  acquainting  them  of  the  necessity  of  forwarding 
the  supplies  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  preparing  the  Decla- 
ration consist  of  five. 

The  Membei-s  chosen :  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mpi 
Franklin,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  digest  the  form  of  a  Confederation  to  be  entered  into 
between  these  Colonies. 

That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  of 
Treaties  to  be  proposed  to  Foreign  Powers. 

Mr.  Chase  and  Mr.  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  two  of  the 
Commissioners,  being  arrived  from  Canada,  attended,  and 
gave  an  account  of  their  proceedings,  and  the  state  of  the 
Army  in  that  country. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  June  12,  1776. 

Colonel  Roberdeau,  on  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  Priva- 
teers which  have  taken  some  prizes,  on  board  of  which  was 
a  quantity  of  Dollars,  to  the  amount  of  22,000,  having 
tendered  to  Congress  the  moiety  belonging  to  them,  in  ex- 
change for  Continental  Bills  of  Credit, 

Resolved,  That  their  offer  be  accepted,  and  that  appli- 
cation be  made  to  the  Agent  for  the  men  for  the  moiety  be- 
longing to  them,  and  that  Continental  Money  be  given  them 
in  lieu  thereof. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Deputy  Paymas- 
ter-General for  the  Eastern  Department,  and,  the  ballots 
being  taken,  Ebenezer  Hancock  was  elected  unanimously. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  150,000  Dollars  be  sent  to 
Mr.  E.  Hancock,  Deputy  Paymaster-General,  for  the  use  of 
the  Continental  Troops  in  the  Eastern  Department. 

The  Committee  to  whom  Colonel  Hand's  Letter,  of  the 
3d  of  May  last,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  Report ;  which 
was  taken  into  consideration  : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  di- 
rected to  order  the  Rifles  of  such  men  belonging  to  the  Rifle 
Regiment  as  will  not  reinlist,  to  be  purchased,  and  that  the 
General  order  the  payment  out  of  the  military  chest. 

That  the  Rifle  Regiment  be  allowed  a  Drummer  and 
Fifer  to  each  Company. 

That  9,000  Dollars  be  advanced  to  Colonel  Hand,  to 
purchase  an  Uniform  for  the  Rifle  Regiment,  the  said  sum 
to  be  stopped  out  of  the  pay  of  the  said  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Grier,  who  is  returned  from 
Virginia  with  his  Detachment,  and  a  number  of  Recruits, 
be  directed  to  join  the  Battalions  on  their  march  to  New- 
York,  and  that  Mr.  Carpenter  Wharton  be  directed  to  sup- 
ply them  with  Rations. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  de- 
liver to  Colonel  Magaw,  for  the  use  of  his  Battalion,  the 
one  hundred  and  ninety-one  Muskets  sent  up  by  Captain 
Barry. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Committees  voted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  to  prepare  and  digest  the 
form  of  a  Confederation  to  be  entered  into  between  these 
Colonies,  consist  of  a  Member  from  each  Colony. 

The  Members  appointed :  From  Neiv-Hampshire,  Mr. 
Bartlett;  Massachusetts,  Mr.  S.  Adams;  Rhode-Island, 
Mr.  Hopkins ;  Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman;  New-York,  Mr. 
R.  R.  Livingston ;  New- Jersey,  ;  Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  Dickinson;  Delaware,  Mr.  McKean;  Maryland,  Mr. 
Sto7ie ;  Virginia,  Mr.  Nelson ;  North-  Carolina,  Mr.  Hewes ; 
South- Carolina,  Mr.  Rutledge;  Georgia,  Mr.  Gwinnett. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  to  prepare  a  plan  of  Trea- 
ties to  be  proposed  to  Foreign  Powers,  consist  of  five. 

The  Members  chosen  :  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr. 
J.  Adams,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  R.  Morris. 
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The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  a  War-Office: 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Congress  be 
appointed,  by  the  name  of  a  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance, 
to  consist  of  five  Members. 

That  a  Secretary  and  one  or  more  Clerks  be  appointed 
by  Congress,  with  competent  salaries,  to  assist  the  said  Board 
in  executing  the  business  of  their  department. 

That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Board  to  obtain  and  keep 
an  alphabetical  and  accurate  Register  of  the  names  of  all 
Officers  of  the  Land  forces  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Colonies,  with  their  rank  and  the  dates  of  their  respective 
Commissions ;  and  also  regular  accounts  of  the  state  and 
disposition  of  the  Troops  in  the  respective  Colonies ;  for 
which  purpose,  the  Generals  and  Officers  commanding  in 
the  different  Departments  and  Posts  are  to  cause  regular 
Returns  to  be  made  in  the  said  War-Office. 

That  they  shall  obtain  and  keep  exact  accounts  of  all  the 
Artillery,  Arms,  Ammunition,  and  warlike  Stores  belonging 
to  the  United  Colonies,  and  of  the  manner  in  which,  and 
the  places  where  the  same  shall  from  time  to  time  be  lodged 
and  employed  ;  and  that  they  shall  have  the  immediate  care 
of  all  such  Artillery,  Arms,  Ammunition,  and  warlike  Stores, 
as  shall  not  be  employed  in  actual  service,  for  preserving 
whereof  they  shall  have  power  to  hire  proper  Magazines  at 
the  publick  expense. 

That  they  shall  have  the  care  of  forwarding  all  despatches 
from  Congress  to  the  Colonies  and  Armies,  and  all  moneys 
to  be  transmitted  for  the  publick  service  by  order  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  of  providing  suitable  escorts  and  guards  for  the 
safe  conveyance  of  such  despatches  and  moneys  when  it 
shall  appear  to  them  to  be  necessary. 

That  they  shall  superintend  the  raising,  fitting  out,  and 
despatching,  all  such  Land  forces  as  may  be  ordered  for  the 
service  of  the  United  Colonics. 

That  they  shall  have  the  care  and  direction  of  all  Prisoners 
of  War,  agreeable  to  the  orders  and  regulations  of  Congress. 

That  they  shall  keep  and  preserve  in  the  said  office,  in 
regular  order,  all  original  Letters  and  Papei-s  which  shall 
come  into  the  said  office  by  order  of  Congress,  or  otherwise, 
and  shall  also  cause  all  drafts  of  Letters  and  Despatches 
to  be  made  or  transcribed  in  books  to  be  set  apart  for  that 
purpose ;  and  shall  cause  fair  entries,  in  like  manner,  to  be 
made  and  Registei-s  preserved,  of  all  other  business  which 
shall  be  transacted  in  the  said  office. 

That  before  the  Secretary  or  any  Clerk  of  the  War- 
Office  shall  enter  on  his  office,  they  shall  respectively  take 
and  subscribe  the  following  Oath,  a  certificate  whereof  shall 
be  filed  in  the  said  office : 

"  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear  that  1  will  not,  directly  or 
indirectly,  divulge  any  matter  or  thing  which  shall  come  to 
my  knowledge  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  War  and  Ord- 
nance (or  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance)  estab- 
lished by  Congress,  without  the  leave  of  the  said  Board  of 
War  and  Ordnance,  and  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  my 
said  office,  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judgment, 
so  help  me  God." 

That  the  said  Board  of  War  be  authorized  to  hire  suitable 
apartments,  and  provide  books,  papers,  and  other  necessa- 
ries, at  the  Continental  expense,  for  carrying  on  the  business 
of  the  said  office. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  several  Letters  from  the 
Commissioners  in  Canada  and  Major-General  Schuyler, 
with  the  papei-s  enclosed  therein,  were  referred,  brought  in 
their  Report ;  which  was  read. 

The  Commissioners  to  Canada  also  brought  in  a  Report 
in  writing,  which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  two  Reports  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  Reports  to  them  re- 
ferred ;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee have  made  some  progress  in  the  matters  referred  to 
them,  but,  not  having  finished,  directed  him  to  move  for 
leave  to  sit  again.* 

'  Jiesolutiom  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Juse  12,  1776, 
relating  to  Cahada,  anj  military  operations  in  that  quarter. 

That  no  Troops  employed  in  Canada  be  disbanded  there.  That  all 
soldiers  in  Canada,  whose  time  shall  expire,  and  who  will  not  reinlist, 


Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their 
further  consideration  the  Reports  referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-mori-ow. 

Thursday,  June  13,  1776. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  McKean,  dated  two  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing, and  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Lewistown,  of  the 
1  Ith,  were  laid  before  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  for- 
ward one  ton  of  Gunpowder,  and  a  proportionable  quantity 
of  Lead,  if  to  be  got,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the 
Counties  on  Delaivare,  for  the  use  of  the  Militia  in  that 
Government. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania 
immediately  to  order  a  Battalion  of  the  Provincial  Riflemen 
to  march  to  the  assistance  of  the  Militia  in  Delaware  Go- 
vernment. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Assembly,  or  Committee 
of  Safety  of  Delaware  Government,  to  cause  all  the  disaf- 
fected in  their  Colony  to  be  disarmed,  and  the  arms  to  be 
disposed  of  agreeable  to  a  former  Resolution  of  Congress. 

That  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Rifle  Battalion  of 
Associators  in  this  City  be  requested  to  order  a  Company 
of  the  said  Battalion  to  escort  the  Powder  sent  to  the  De- 
laware Government,  until  they  shall  reach  the  Provincial 
Battalion  of  Riflemen  ordered  to  march  to  the  assistance  of 
the  Delaware  Militia. 

A  Letter  from  Ja7nes  McLene,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Shippenshurgh,  enclosing  certain  Resolutions  respect- 
ing some  Powder  they  have  stopped,  which  was  sent  by  Mr. 
L.  Morris  to  George  Morgan,  Esq.,  at  Pittsburgh,  was  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  return  an  answer,  and  in- 
form the  Committee  that  the  Powder  was  sent  to  G.  Mor- 
gan, Esq.,  by  order  of  Congress,  and  request  them  to  use 
their  endeavours  to  have  the  same  forwarded  with  all  safety 
and  despatch  to  Mr.  Morgan,  at  Pittsburgh. 

A  Letter  of  the  1 1th,  from  the  Convention  of  New-York, 
was  also  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  the 
6th. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  stop 
the  exportation  of  any  salted  Provisions  which  they  may 
have  ordered  to  be  made  at  New-  York. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  de- 
liver one  hundred  pounds  of  Powder  to  the  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  contract  for  the  casting  of  Cannon. 

or  who  shall  be  ordered  to  be  disbanded,  shall  be  sent  under  officers  to 
Ticonderoga,  or  such  other  post  on  the  Lakes  as  the  General  shall  direct, 
where  they  shall  he  mustered,  and  the  Arms,  Accoutrements,  Blankets, 
and  utensils,  which  they  may  have  belonging  to  the  publick,  shall  be 
there  delivered  up  and  deposited  in  the  publick  store. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  directed  to  send  into  Canada 
such  small  brass  or  iron  Field-pieces  as  he  can  spare. 

That  ihe  Cannon  Committee  be  directed  to  procure  a  number  of  brass 
or  iron  Field-pieces,  to  be  made  or  purchased  immediately. 

That  a  proper  assortment  of  Medicines  be  sent  into  Canada. 

That  General  Washington  be  directed  to  order  an  inquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  causes  of  the  miscarriages  in  Canada,  and  into  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  heretofore  employed  in  that  Department;  and  that  the  said 
inquiry  be  made  at  such  places  and  times  as  in  General  Washington's 
judgment  will  best  conduce  to  obtain  satisfaction  thereon ;  and  that  the 
result  of  the  said  inquiry,  together  with  the  testimonies  upon  the  subject, 
be  transmitted  to  Congress. 

That  the  Quartermaster-General  be  directed  to  provide  and  forward 
such  Tents,  Clothing,  and  Utensils,  as  are  wanted  for  the  Army  in  Cana- 
da, subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

That  General  Washington  he  permitted  to  employ  the  Indians  that 
he  may  take  into  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  pursuant  to  a  Re- 
solution of  Congress  of  the  ,  in  any  place  where  he  judges  they 
will  be  most  useful;  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  offer  the  Indians  a  re- 
ward of  dollars  for  every  commission  officer,  and  dollars  for 
every  private  soldier  of  the  King's  troops  that  they  shall  take  prisoners 
in  the  Indian  country,  or  on  the  frontiers  of  these  Colonies. 

That  Mr.  J.  Mease  be  directed  to  purchase  and  forward  to  the  Quar- 
termaster-General in  J^'e-w-York  as  much  Cloth  suitable  for  Tents  as  he 
can  procure. 

That  a  bounty  of  dollars  be  given  to  every  Non-Commissioned 

Officer  and  Soldier  who  will  inlist  to  serve  during  the  war. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  of  J\rev>-York  to  pass  an 
Ordinance  empowering  General  Washington  to  impress  Carriages,  and  to 
secure  ships  and  small  craft  upon  Uudsoyi's  and  the  East  Rivers,  when 
necessary  for  the  service. 

That  the  Pennsylvania  Battalion  of  Riflemen  be  completed  to  their 
original  establishment. 

That  the  Companies  of  Riflemen  from  Virginia  and  Maryland  be 
regimented,  and  the  Regiment  completed  to  th«  same  number  with  that 
from  I'entuylvania. 
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Resolved,  That  an  order  for  600  Dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
Treasurei's  in  favour  of  Captain  James  Gricr,  he  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  same,  and  to  render  an  account  thereof  to 
the  Paymaster-General  upon  his  arrival  at  New-  York. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
War  and  Ordnance  be  at  the  rate  800  Dollars  a  year. 

The  Congress  having  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
Committee  to  form  the  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance,  the 
following  Members  were  chosen  : 

Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Wilson, 
and  Mr.  E.  Rutkdge. 

Richard  Peters,  Esq.,  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  said 
Board. 

The  Committee  on  Qualifications  having  recommended 
Dr.  Benjamin  Allison  as  Surgeon  to  the  First  Pennsylvania 
Battalion  now  in  Canada;* 

George  Tudor  to  be  Captain  of  the  Company  lately  com- 
manded by  Captain  Walter  Stewart,  in  the  Third  Pennsyl- 
vania Battalion ; 

Mr.  John  Duguid,  as  a  First  Lieutenant  in  the  said  Third 
Battalion  ; 

Mr.  Harman  Stout,  as  a  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  said 
Battalion ; 

And  that  Mr.  Andrew  Graydon  as  an  Ensign  in  the  said 
Battalion. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  Commissions 
be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  further  consideration  the  Re- 
ports to  them  referred  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 
the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported 
that  the  Committee  have  made  some  further  progress  in  the 
matters  referred  to  them,  but  not  having  yet  come  to  a  con- 
clusion, desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  to-morrow  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their 
further  consideration  the  Reports  to  thera  referred. 

The  Marine  Committee  reported,  that  complaints  are  made 
against  Commodore  E.  Hopkins,  Captain  Saltonstall,  and 
Captain  Whipple,  for  breach  of  orders,  and  other  mal-prac- 
tices :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Marine  Committee  be  directed  to 
inform  Commodore  E.  Hopkins,  Captain  Saltonstall,  and 
Captain  Whipple,  of  the  complaints  lodged  against  them, 
and  order  them  immediately  to  repair  to  Philadelphia,  to 
answer  for  their  conduct. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  enemy's  Ships  of  War  attempt 
to  come  up  the  River  Delaware,  that  the  Secret  Committee 
be  empowered  and  directed  to  deliver  such  a  quantity  of 
Powder  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  June  14,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  1,500  Dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  George  Evans,  Commissary, 
for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  Delaware  Govern- 
ment, he  to  be  accountable. 

A  Letter  of  the  10th,  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Maryland,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  ;  also,  a  Letter 
of  the  16th  of  May,  from  the  Commissioners  in  Canada, 
recommending  Major  Dubois  to  the  notice  of  Congress  for 
promotion. 

•  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Qualifications. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Allison  is  recommended  as  Surgeon  to  the  First  Penn- 
sylvania Battalion  now  in  Canada. 

Mr.  George  Tudor  is  recommended  as  Captain  to  the  Company  lately 
commanded  by  Captain  If'alter  iSte-wart,  in  the  Third  Pennsylvania 
Battalion. 

Mr.  .lohn  Duguid  is  recommended  as  a  First  Lieutenant  in  the  said 
Battalion. 

Mr.  Harman  Stout  is  recommended  as  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  said 
Battalion. 

Mr.  Andrev)  Graydon  is  recommended  as  an  Ensign  in  said  Battalion. 

Captain  De  }[ausay  (a  French  gentleman)  has  produced  to  the  Com- 
mittee credentials  of  his  having  been  a  Captain  in  the  French  service, 
and  comes  well  recommended.  It  is  submitted  to  Congress  whether  or 
not  they  will  grant  his  prayer  in  appointing  him  a  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

The  Committee  would  be  glad  to  have  a  list  of  OiEcers,  that  they  may 
be  proper  judges  of  their  seniority. 


Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  in  the  Barracks 
be  directed  to  deliver  the  Prisoner  in  his  custody  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  o[  Pennsylvania,  who  are  desired  to 
treat  him  agreeable  to  former  Resolutions  of  Congress. 

A  Letter  of  the  13lh,  from  General  Washington,  en- 
closing two  Letters  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  of  the  8th, 
and  sundry  other  Letters  and  papers,  was  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  read : 

Resohed,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  and  that  the  Committee  be  di- 
rected to  sit  forthwith. 

A  Letter  of  the  l;3th,  from  W.  Livingston,  enclosing  a 
Letter  from  Thomas  Little,  of  the  2d,  was  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  and  remedy  the  defects  of  the  Pow- 
der manufactured  at  Mr.  O.  Eve's  Mill. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Letters  from 
General  Washington,  of  the  9th  and  10th,  and  a  Letter 
from  the  President  of  the  Convention  o{ New-York,  with 
the  papers  enclosed,  brought  in  their  Report ;  which  was 
taken  into  consideration : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Convention  of  the  Colony  o( New-York  to  make  effectual 
provision  for  detecting,  restraining,  and  punishing  disaffected 
and  dangerous  persons  in  that  Colony,  and  to  prevent  all 
persons  from  having  any  intercourse  or  correspondence  with 
the  enemy;  and  that  General  Washington  afford  his  aid 
therein,  when  necessary. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress  that 
great  quantities  of  salted  Beef  and  Pork  have  been  pur- 
chased for  exportation,  which,  if  not  restrained,  may  render 
the  supplies  of  the  Army  difficult  and  uncertain  : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  no  salted  Beef  or  Pork,  except 
such  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  crew,  be  exported 
from  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  any  vessel,  under  any 
pretence  whatever,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Congress. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  a  compensation 
to  the  Secretary  for  his  services,  brought  in  their  Report ; 
which  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

That  the  sum  of  1 .200  Dollars  be  granted  and  paid,  out 
of  the  publick  Treasury,  to  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary  to 
the  United  Colonies,  in  consideration  of  his  faithful  services 
ces  for  one  year,  ending  the  10th  of  May  last. 

The  Committee  to  whom  General  Washington's  Letter 
of  the  15th,  and  Major-General  Schuyler's  of  the  8th,  were 
referred,  brought  in  their  Report ;  which  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  General  Schuyler,  and  the 
other  Commissioners  (or  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Northern  De- 
partment, be  directed  immediately  to  hold  a  conference  with 
the  Six  Nations ;  to  engage  them  in  our  interest,  upon  the  best 
terms  that  can  be  procured,  and  treat  with  them  on  the  prin- 
ciples and  in  the  decisive  manner  mentioned  in  his  Letter. 

That  General  Schuyler's  preparations  for  immediately 
taking  post  at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  erecting  a  Fortification 
there,  be  approved  of;  and  that  General  Washington  be 
instructed  to  give  him  directions  for  carrying  that  measure 
into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Spies  be  directed  to 
revise  the  Rules  and  Articles  of  War,  and  to  make  such 
additions  and  alterations  as  they  may  judge  proper,  and  lay 
the  same  before  Congress  for  their  consideration. 

A  Petition  from  Mrs.  Gardner  vfas  presented  to  Congress, 
and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Spies. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsyl- 
vania was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read ;  setting  forth, 
that  a  Committee  of  the  Assembly,  accompanied  by  the 
General  Officers  lately  in  town,  and  a  skilful  Engineer, 
have  viewed  the  Rivet  Delaware,  and  the  Fortifications  and 
defences  erected  at  tlie  expense  of  the  Colony  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  oppose  and  prevent  the  passage  of  the  enemy's 
ships ;  and  that  they  have  judged  it  necessary,  for  further 
security,  that  a  Redoubt  should  be  erected  at  Billingsport, 
on  the  New-Jersey  side,  and  that  a  Boom  should  be  there 
thrown  across,  or  some  other  obstructions  fixed  in  the  Chan- 
nel ;  and  praying,  as  the  place  for  the  Redoubt  is  out  of  their 
Government,  and  as  their  Colony  has  expended  a  very  large 
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sum  for  the  defence  of  the  River,  that  the  Congress  would 
direct  the  works  to  be  done  at  the  Continental  expense : 

Whereu{X)n,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Pennsylvania  be  empowered,  at  the  Continental  expense,  to 
erect  the  Redoubt,  and  to  fix  the  Boom,  or  other  obstruc- 
tions, at  the  places  aforesaid. 

Thomas  Bates,  Blacksmith,  proposing  to  supply  the  Con- 
tinental Troops  with  a  quantity  of  Camp-Kettles,  of  Sheet- 
Iron,  at  one  and  one-third  Dollar  each,  provided  he  can 
liave  credit  for  five  tons  of  Sheet-Iron : 

Resolved,  That  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire,  be  directed 
to  write  to  Thomas  Mnyberry,  oi Mount-Holly ,  the  manufac- 
turer of  Sheet-Iron,  to  send  down  to  him  five  tons  of  Sheet- 
Iron,  for  which  he  will  be  paid  on  the  delivery ;  and  that 
Mr.  Matlack  be  directed  to  receive  the  said  Iron,  and  de- 
liver it  out,  as  it  may  be  wanted,  to  Thomas  Bates,  and  re- 
ceive the  Kettles  as  fast  as  made. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  June  15,  1 776. 

Sundry  Letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz: 

One  from  Mr.  McKean,  of  the  13th,  and  one  from  Mr. 
P.Peters; 

One  from  General  Washington,  of  the  14th,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  of  the  10th,  and 
sundry  other  Papers ; 

One  from  Governour  Trumbull,  of  the  10th,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed ; 

One  from  David  Waterbury,  of  the  6th,  with  Accounts 
enclosed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letter  from  D.  Waterbury,  with  the 
Accounts  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia,  of 
the  5th,  informing  of  the  arrival  of  five  tons  of  Powder  on 
account  of  the  Continent,  was  read  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  one-half  of  the  said  Continental  Powder 
be  left  in  Virginia,  and  the  other  half  forwarded  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer  in  South-  Carolina. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  report  thereon 
to  Congress. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Harrison,  and 
Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  Marine  Committee  having  recommended — 

Mr.  Hector  McNiel  to  command  the  Frigate  Boston ; 

Mr.  John  Brown  to  be  Lieutenant  of  the  same  ; 

Mr.  Thomas  Grennell  to  command  the  Frigate  Montgo- 
mery; 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  Commissions 
be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

A  Memorial  from  the  owners  of  four  private  Ships  of  War, 
fitted  and  fitting  out  in  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  Con- 
gress, and  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due — 

For  expenses  of  sick  men  belonging  to  the  Sixth  Penn- 
sylvania Battalion,  the  sum  of  58  30-90  Dollars,  and  that 
the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Captain  Samuel  Benezet ; 

To  Hugh  Hodge,  for  sundry  necessaries  for  the  sick  of  the 
Third  Pennsylvania  Battalion,  the  sum  of  34  15-90  Dol- 
lars; 

To  Robert  Erwin,  Wagonmaster,  for  transporting  Salt- 
petre from  Egg-Harbour  to  Cooper's  Ferry,  the  sum  of  210 
70-90  Dollars ; 

To  Peter  Agnew,  for  repairing  Arms  for  the  Fifth  Pcn/i- 
sylvania  Battalion,  the  sum  of  1 1  36-90  Dollars. 

The  said  Committee  further  reported,  that  Peter  Noble,  a 
soldier  belonging  to  Colonel  Hinman's  Battalion,  (Captain 
Watson's  Company,)  who  was  taken  prisoner  near  Montreal, 
with  Colonel  Ethan  Alien,  ought  to  have  the  sum  of  40 
Dollars  advanced  to  him,  and  his  receipt  taken  for  the  same, 
as  part  of  his  pay. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

It  being  represented  to  Congress  that  a  number  of  Offi- 
cers, whose  men  left  them  last  winter  in  Canada,  and  who 
remained  and  served  there  during  the  whole  winter,  were 
returned,  and  were  desirous  of  being  some  way  employed 
and  provided  for : 


Resolved,  That  their  case  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  War 
and  Ordnance,  who  are  desired  to  sit  as  soon  as  conveniently 
they  can,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  write  to  Governour  Trum- 
hdl,  desiring  that  he  will  deliver  to  the  Agent  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  the  Cannon  and  Trucks 
ordered  by  Congress  to  be  taken  from  New-London,  and  that 
he  be  informed  the  Congress  expect  this  Resolution  will  be 
immediately  complied  with. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letters  from  Governour  TrumbvU, 
General  Washington,  and  General  Schuyler,  be  referred  to 
the  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  General 
Washington's  Letters  of  the  9th  and  10th,  which  was  left 
unfinished,  together  with  the  Amendments  moved  and  se- 
conded, be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  take  into  their  further  consideration  the  Reports 
referred  to  them ;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the 
President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported, 
that  the  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  mat- 
ters to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to  sundry  Resolutions 
thereon,  which  they  ordered  him  to  report ;  but  not  having 
yet  finished,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Report  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  being  de- 
livered in. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  di- 
gest and  arrange  the  several  Resolutions  agreed  lo  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress ;  and  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged 
of  the  Reports,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  cartel  entered  into 
between  Brigadier-General  Arnold  and  Captain  Forster  for 
an  exchange  of  Prisoners,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  now  to  be  appointed. 

The  Members  chosen  :  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr. 
Paine,  and  Mr.  Middleton. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
their  further  consideration  the  Reports  to  them  referred. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  June  17,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  7th  of  May,  from  Brigadier-General  Armr 
strong,  and  one  of  the  6th  of  June  from  the  Committee  of 
Albany,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

The  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance,  to  whom  the  Letter 
of  Governour  Trumbull,  of  the  10th  of  June,  was  referred, 
brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Governour  and 
Assembly  of  Connecticut  to  send  the  two  Battalions  men- 
tioned in  said  Letter  as  raised,  one  for  Boston,  and  one  with 
a  view  to  New-York,  into  Canada  forthwith,  as  proposed  in 
said  Letter ;  and  that  a  Battalion  of  Militia  be  sent  to  Bos- 
ton, instead  of  the  one  intended  for  that  place. 

That  blank  Commissions  be  sent  to  Governour  Trumbull, 
for  the  Officei-s  of  the  Battalion  raised  with  a  view  to  A'ew'- 
York ;  the  present  exigency  requiring  this  measure,  the  same 
not  to  be  drawn  into  precedent. 

That  10,500  Dollars  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Dele- 
gates of  Connecticut,  to  be  sent  to  that  Colony  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  raising  the  said  Regiment. 

That  Governour  Trumbull  be  informed  that  Congress  are 
of  opinion  that  the  provision  made  by  the  late  Act  of  As- 
sembly of  Connecticut,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  one-third 
of  the  Militia  on  the  sea-coast,  and  one-fourth  in  the  interior 
part  of  tiiat  Colony,  for  the  defence  thereof,  and  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Colonies,  will  by  no  means  answer  the  object  the 
Congress  had  in  view  by  their  Resolution  of  the  3d  of  June ; 
and  request  that  such  steps  be  taken  by  the  Assembly  of  that 
Colony  as  shall  seem  to  them  most  hkely  to  carry  into  effect 
the  said  requisition. 

Resolved,  That  Commissions  be  granted  to  the  Officers 
appointed  by  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut  for  the  Regiment 
ordered  to  be  raised  in  that  Colony  for  the  service  of  the 
Continent. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sell 
two  tons  of  Gunpowder  to  the  Convention  of  New-Jersey, 
for  the  use  of  their  Militia. 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  digest  and  methodize  the 
Resolutions  entered  into  by  the  Committee  of  the  Wiiole, 
having  performed  that  service,  brought  in  their  Report,  which 
was  taken  into  consideration  :  *  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  an  experienced  General  be  immediately 
sent  into  Canada,  with  power  to  appoint  a  Deputy  Adjutant- 
General,  a  Deputy  Mustennaster-General,  and  such  other 
officers  as  he  shall  find  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service, 
and  to  fill  up  vacancies  in  the  Army  in  Canada,  and  notify 
the  same  to  Congress  for  their  approbation.  That  he  also  have 
power  to  suspend  any  Officer  there  till  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress be  known,  he  giving  his  reasons  for  so  doing  in  the 
ordei-s  of  suspension,  and  transmitting  to  Congress,  as  soon 
as  possible,  the  charge  against  such  Officer:  Provided,  that 
this  power  of  suspending  Officers  and  filling  up  vacancies, 
shall  not  be  continued  beyond  the  first  day  of  October  next. 

That  General  Washington  be  directed  to  send  Major- 
General  Gates  into  Canada,  to  take  the  command  of  the 
forces  in  that  Province. 

That  no  Officer  suttle  or  sell  to  the  Soldiers,  on  penalty 
of  being  fined  one  month's  pay  and  dismissed  the  service 
with  infamy,  on  conviction  before  a  Court-Martial. 

That  the  Baggage  of  Officers  and  Soldiers  be  regulated 
conformably  to  the  rules  in  the  British  Armies. 

*  The  Committee  to  whmn  the  Report  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 

was  recommitted,  have  had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  agreed 

to  thefoUoiving  Resolutions : 

Besolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  an  experi- 
enced General  be  immediately  sent  into  Canada,  with  power  to  appoint 
a  Deputy  Adjutant-General,  a  Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  and  such 
other  Officers  as  he  shall  find  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service,  and  to 
fill  up  vacancies  in  the  .^rmy  in  Canada,  and  notify  the  same  to  Congress 
for  tlieir  approbation.  That  he  also  have  power  to  suspend  any  Ofiicer 
there  till  the  pleasure  of  Congress  be  known,  he  giving  his  reasons  for  so 
doing  in  the  orders  of  suspension,  and  transmitting  to  Congress,  as  soon 
as  possible,  the  charge  against  such  Officer :  Provided,  that  this  power 
of  suspending  Officers  and  filling  up  vacancies  shall  not  be  continued 
beyond  the  1st  day  of  October  next. 

Resolved,  That  no  Officer  suttle  or  sell  to  the  Soldiers,  on  penalty  of 
being  fined  one  month's  pay  and  dismissed  the  service  with  infamy,  on 
conviction  before  a  Court-Martial. 

Hesolved,  That  the  Baggage  of  Officers  and  Soldiers  be  regulated  con- 
formably to  the  rules  in  the  Mritish  Armies. 

Sesolved,  That  all  sales  of  Arms,  Ammunition,  Clothing,  and  Accou- 
trements, made  by  Soldiers,  be  void. 

Hesolved,  That  no  Troops  employed  in  Canarfa  be  disbanded  there ; 
that  all  Soldiers  in  Canada  ordered  to  be  disbanded,  or  whose  times  of 
inlistment  being  expired,  shall  refuse  to  reinlist,  shall  be  sent,  under 
proper  Officers,  to  Ticonderoga,  or  such  other  post  on  the  Lakes  as  the 
General  shall  direct,  where  they  shall  be  mustered,  and  the  Arms,  Accou- 
trements, Blankets,  and  Utensils,  which  they  may  have  belonging  to  the 
publick,  shall  be  delivered  up  and  deposited  in  the  publick  Store. 

Hesolved,  That  Dr.  Potts  be  employed  in  the  Continental  service  in 
the  Canadian  Department,  or  at  Lake  George,  as  the  General  shall  think 
best,  and  that  his  pay  be  dollars  per  month ;  but  this  appointment 

is  not  intended  to  interfere  with  the  office  of  Dr.  Stringer. 

Sesolved,  That  a  Deputy  Mustermaster-General  be  immediately  sent 
into  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  the  local  Commissaries  and  Quartermasters  appointed 
at  the  diflerent  Garrisons  or  Posts,  shall  make  Weekly  Returns  to  the 
General  of  the  Provisions  and  Stores  in  the  places  at  which  they  may 
happen  to  be  stationed. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  to  be  sent  to  Canada  be  directed  to  view 
Point-au-Fer,  and  to  order  a  Fortress  to  be  erected  there  if  he  should 
think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Officers,  Deputy  Quartermaster-General, 
local  Commissaries,  Paymaster  in  Canada,  and  all  other  persons  there 
who  have  received  publick  moneys,  be  ordered,  without  delay,  to  render 
and  settle  their  accounts;  on  which  settlement,  no  General  Officer  shall 
receive  pay  as  Colonel  of  a  Regiment,  nor  Field-Officcr  as  Captain  of  a 
Company. 

Resolved,  That  Commissioners  be  appointed  to  settle  in  Canada  the 
debts  due  on  certificates  given  by  Officers  to  the  Canadians  for  carriages 
and  other  services,  and  to  settle  also  the  accounts  for  such  goods  as  may 
have  been  seized  through  necessity  for  the  use  of  the  Army;  that  it  be 
given  in  instructions  to  them  to  attend  particularly  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
Jiernard ;  and  also  that  in  settling  certified  debts,  they  state  carefully  the 
names  of  all  those  who  have  given  certificates,  the  nature  of  the  service, 
and  the  time  when  performed ;  and  to  return  the  whole  when  settled  and 
staled  to  the  Board  of  Treasury,  to  be  by  them  finally  examined  and  dis- 
charged. 

Resolved,  That  the  Deputy  Paymaster-General  be  directed  to  transmit 
to  Congress  copies  of  the  particulars  before-mentioned  on  the  original 
certificates,  with  the  Report  and  remarks  of  the  Commissioners  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  General  Schuyler  be  directed  to  make  a  good  wagon 
road  from  Fort  Kdivard  to  Cheshire's,  to  clear  Wood- Creek,  and  to  con- 
struct a  lock  at  Skenesborough,  so  as  to  have  a  continued  navigation  for 
batteaus  from  Cheshire's  into  Lake  Champlai7i ;  to  erect  a  grand  Maga- 
zine at  Cheshire's,  and  to  secure  it  by  a  stocl(aded  Fort ;  to  erect  a  Saw-Mill 
on  Schoon  Creek ;  to  order  skilful  persons  to  survey  and  take  the  level 
of  the  waters  falling  into  Hudson's  River,  near  Fort  Edtvard,  and  those 
which  fall  into  Wood  Creek  and  interlock  with  the  former,  particularly 
Jones's  Run,  and  Half-  Hay  Brook,  the  latter  of  which  is  said  to  discharge 
itself  into  It'ood  Creek,  alCheshire's ;  that  he  be  directed  to  have  a  greater 
number  of  boats  and  hands  kept  on  Hudson's  River,  at  the  different 
stations  heXmeen  Mbany  and  Fori  Edward,  in  order  to  save  the  expense 


Tiiat  all  sales  of  Arms,  Ammunition,  Clothing,  and  Ac- 
coutrements, made  by  Soldiers,  be  void. 

That  no  Troops  employed  in  Canada  be  disbanded  there ; 
that  all  Soldiers  in  Canada,  ordered  to  be  disbanded,  or  whose 
times  of  inlistment  being  expired,  shall  refuse  to  reinlist,  shall 
be  sent,  under  proper  officers,  to  Ticonderoga,  or  such  other 
post  on  the  Lakes  as  the  General  shall  direct,  where  they 
shall  be  mustered,  and  the  Arms,  Accoutrements,  Blankets, 
and  Utensils,  which  they  may  have  belonging  to  the  publick, 
shall  be  delivered  up  and  deposited  in  the  publick  Store. 

That  a  Deputy  Mustermaster-General  be  immediately  sent 
into  Canada. 

That  the  local  Commissaries  and  Quartermasters,  appoint- 
ed at  the  different  Garrisons  or  Posts,  shall  make  Weekly  Re- 
turns to  the  General  of  the  Provisions  and  Stores  in  the  places 
at  which  they  may  happen  to  be  stationed. 

That  the  General  to  be  sent  into  Canada  be  directed  to 
view  Point-au-Fer,  and  to  order  a  Fortress  to  be  erected 
there,  if  he  should  think  proper. 

That  the  General  Officers,  Deputy  Quartermaster-Gene- 
ral, local  Commissaries,  Paymaster  in  Canada,  and  all  other 
persons  there  who  have  received  publick  moneys,  be  order- 
ed, without  delay,  to  render  and  settle  their  accounts  ;  on 
which  settlement  no  General  Officer  shall  receive  pay  as 

of  wagonage ;  that  he  be  empowered  to  appoint  proper  officers  to  super- 
intend the  carriage  by  land,  and  transportation  by  water,  of  provisions, 
military  stores,  and  other  things,  into  Canada,  that  neither  waste  nor 
delay  may  arise  therein  ;  that  he  build,  with  all  expedition,  as  many  gal- 
leys and  armed  vessels  as,  in  the  opinion  of  himself  and  the  General 
Officer  to  be  sent  into  Catiada,  shall  be  sufficient  to  make  us  indisputably 
masters  of  the  Lakes  Champlain  and  George ;  for  which  purpose  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee  there  should  be  sent  to  him  a  master-carpenter 
acquainted  with  the  construction  of  the  galleys  used  on  the  Delaware, 
who  should  take  with  him  other  carpenters,  and  models  also,  if  requisite; 
and  that  it  be  submitted  to  General  Schuyler  whether  a  temporary  For- 
tification or  intrenched  Camp,  either  at  Crown  Point  or  opposite  to 
Ticonderoga,  may  be  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  be  directed  to  supply  the 
Army  in  Canada  with  Provisions,  and  to  appoint  proper  officers  under 
him  to  receive  and  issue  the  same  at  the  several  Posts,  taking  the  direc- 
tions of  the  General ;  that  he  be  empowered  to  contract  with  proper  persons 
in  Canada,  for  supplying  the  Army  there  with  fresh  Provisions;  that  he 
be  directed  to  purchase  for  them  a  quantity  oi  Albany  Peas,  and  to  furnish 
as  much  Biscuit  as  may  be  necessary ;  and  that  his  pay  be  raised  to  150 
dollars  per  month. 

Resolved,  That  the  Quartermaster-General  be  directed  to  provide  and 
forward  such  Tents,  Clothing,  and  Utensils,  as  are  wanted  for  the  Army 
in  Canada,  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Resolved,  That  General  IVashington  be  directed  to  send  into  Canada, 
such  small  brass  or  iron  Field-pieces  as  he  can  spare ;  that  he  be  instructed 
to  issue  orders  that  no  Certificates  be  given  in  future  by  any  but  Briga- 
diers, Quartermasters,  and  their  Deputies,  or  a  Field-Officer  on  a  march, 
or  officer  commanding  at  a  detached  Post. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  directed  to  order  an  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  conduct  of  the  officers  heretofore  employed  in  the 
Canada  Department ;  that  the  said  inquiry  be  made  at  such  times  and 
places  as,  in  his  judgment,  shall  be  most  likely  to  do  justice  as  well  to  the 
publick  as  to  the  individuals ;  and  that  the  result  of  the  said  inquiry, 
together  with  the  testimonies  upon  the  subject,  be  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress ;  that,  moreover,  all  officers  accused  of  cowardice,  plundering,  em- 
bezzlement of  publick  moneys,  and  other  misdemeanours,  be  immediately 
brought  to  trial.  And  whereas.  Congress  is  informed  that  an  opinion  has 
prevailed  that  officers  resigning  their  commissions  are  not  subject  to 
trial  by  a  Court-Martial  for  ollences  committed  previous  to  such  resigna- 
tion, whereby  some  have  evaded  the  punishments  to  which  they  wore 
liable,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  such  opinion  is  not  just. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Burbeck  be  dismissed  from  the  Continental  service  for  disobedi- 
ence of  orders. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  General  Wash- 
ington  be  authorized  to  fill  up  vacancies  in  the  Army,  by  issuing  com- 
missions to  such  officers  under  the  rank  of  Field-Officers  as  he  shall  think 
proper,  to  supply  such  vacancy,  he  making  a  monthly  return  to  Congress 
of  such  appointments,  which,  unless  disajaproved  of  by  Congress  on  such 
return,  shall  stand  confirmed ;  and  that  blank  commissions  be  sent  to 
the  General  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  such  of  the  Soldiers  at  JVew-York  as  have 
been  inlisted  at  five  dollars  per  month,  be  raised  to  six  and  two-thirds 
dollars  per  month. 

Resolved,  That  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars  be  given  to  every  Non-Com- 
missioned  Officer  and  Soldier  who  will  inlist  to  serve  for  the  term  of  three 
years. 

Resolved,  That  Letters  be  written  to  the  Conventions  of  JVew-Jersey 
and  JVeio-Tork  and  to  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  recommending  to 
them  to  authorize  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  Colony  of  M'ew-York 
to  call  to  the  assistance  of  that  Colony  (when  necessity  shall  require  it) 
such  of  the  Militia  of  those  Colonies  as  may  be  necessary,  and  to  ailbrd 
him  such  other  assistance  as  the  situation  of  afiairs  may  require;  and  that 
it  be  further  recommended  to  the  Convention  o(  JVew-York  to  empower 
the  said  Commander-in-Chief  to  impress  carriages  and  water-craft  when 
necessary  for  the  publick  service ;  and  also  to  remove  ships  and  other 
vessels  in  Hudson's  and  the  Fast  Rivers,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  them 
from  the  enemy. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  permitted  to  employ  the  In- 
dians whom  he  may  take  into  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  pursuant 
to  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  25tb  May  last,  in  any  place  when  he 
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Colonel  of  a  Regiment,  nor  Field-Officer  as  Captain  of  a 
Company. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  directed  to  make  a  good  wagon 
road  from  Fort  Edward  to  Cheshire's ;  to  clear  Wood- 
Creek,  and  to  construct  a  lock  at  Skencshorough,  so  as  to 
have  a  continued  navigation  for  batteaus  from  Cheshire's  into 
Lake  Champlain ;  to  erect  a  grand  Magazine  at  Cheshire's 
and  secure  it  by  a  stockaded  Fort ;  to  erect  a  Saw-Mill  at 
Schoon  Creek ;  to  order  skilful  persons  to  survey  and  take 
the  level  of  the  waters  falling  into  Hmlsmi's  River  near  Fort 
Edward,  and  those  which  fall  into  JVood  Creek  and  inter- 
lock with  the  former,  particularly  Jones's  Run  and  Half-  Way- 
Brook,  the  latter  of  which  is  said  to  discharge  itself  into 
Wood-Creek  at  Cheshire's;  that  he  be  directed  to  have  a 
greater  number  of  boats  and  hands  kept  on  Hudson's  River, 
at  the  difl'erent  stations  between  Albany  and  Fort  Edward, 
in  order  to  save  the  expense  of  wagonage ;  that  he  be  em- 
powered to  appoint  proper  officers  to  superintend  the  car- 
riage by  land,  and  transportation  by  water,  of  provisions, 
military  stores,  and  other  things,  into  Canada,  that  neither 
waste  or  delay  may  arise  therein  ;  that  he  build,  with  all 
expedition,  as  many  galleys  and  armed  vessels  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  himself  and  the  General  Officer  to  be  sent  into 
Canada,  shall  be  sufficient  to  make  us  indisputably  masters 
of  the  Lakes  Chamjjlain  and  George ;  and  that,  for  this  pur- 
shall  juJge  they  will  be  most  userul ;  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  offer 
them  a  reward  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  every  commissioned  oflicer, 
and  thirty  dollars  for  every  private  soldier  of  the  King's  I  roops  that  they 
shall  take  prisoners  in  the  Indian  country,  or  on  the  frontiers  of  these 
Colonies. 

Hesolved,  That  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Northern 
Department  be  directed  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  procure  the 
assistance  of  the  Indiana  within  their  Department  to  act  against  the 
enemies  of  these  Colonies ;  tliat  they  particularly  endeavour  to  engage 
them  to  undertake  the  reduction  of  JViugara ;  engaging  on  behalf  of  Con- 
gress to  pay  them  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  and  one-third  dollars  for 
every  prisoner  they  shall  take  and  bring  to  Head-Quarters  or  to  the  said 
Commissioners, 

liesolved,  That  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Middle 
Department  be  directed  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  procure  the 
assistance  of  the  Indians  within  their  Department ;  that  they  particularly 
endeavour  to  engage  them  to  undertake  the  reduction  of  Detroit  upon  the 
same  terms  offered  the  Indians  who  shall  go  against  .V/a^ara. 

liesolved,  That  the  Commissioners  in  each  of  the  said  Departments 
he  directed  to  employ  one  or  more  able  partisans,  whom  the  Congress  will 
liberally  reward  for  their  exertions  in  the  business  to  be  committed  to 
them. 

liesolved.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  there  be  raised 
for  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies  one  BattaUon  of  Germans, 

liesolved.  That  the  Companies  of  Riflemen  from  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land be  legimented,  and  that  the  Regiment  be  completed  to  the  original 
number  of  the  Pennsylvania  Battalion. 

liesolved,  That  the  Pennsylvania  Battalion  of  Riflemen  be  completed 
to  their  original  establishment. 

liesolved,  That  two  Companies  of  the  forces  now  in  the  Dela-aare 
Counties  be  ordered  to  Cape-May. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  contract  for  Cannon,  be 
directed  to  procure  a  number  of  brass  or  iron  Field-pieces,  to  be  made  or 
purchased,  immediately. 

liesolved.  That  a  proper  assortment  of  Medicines  be  sent  to  Canada, 

liesolved.  That  Mr.  James  Mease  be  directed  to  purchase  and  forward 
to  the  Quartermaster-General,  in  Js'evi-York,  as  much  Cloth  for  Tents  as 
he  can  procure. 

liesolved.  That  proper  persons  be  appointed  by  Congress  to  purchase 
such  articles  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  soldiers  in  Canada, 
and  send  the  same  to  Mbany,  that  they  may  be  forwarded  to  the  Army 
in  Canada ;  and  that  they  be  particularly  attentive  to  provide  in  time  a 
sufficient  number  of  leather  Breeches  and  under  Waistcoats,  and  such 
other  winter  clothing  as  may  be  necessary  for  them. 

liesolved.  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  contract  for  the  making 
of  Shoes  for  the  Army,  be  directed  to  forward,  with  all  expedition,  to  the 
Quartermaster  in  Canada,  such  as  arc  already  provided. 

Uesolved,  That  Prisoners  taken  by  Continental  arms  be  not  exchanged 
by  any  authority  but  the  Continental  Congress. 

liesolved.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  all  Vessels 
which  sailed  from  the  Port  or  Harbour  of  Boston  whilst  the  Town  of 
£oston  was  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  having  on  board  effects  belonging 
to  the  enemies  oi  Jimerica,  and  which  have  been  or  may  be  seized,  be 
liable,  together  with  the  said  effects,  to  confiscation,  in  the  same  manner 
and  proportions  as  have  been  heretofore  resolved  by  Congress. 

liesolved.  That  the  Continental  Agents  in  the  respective  Colonics 
where  no  Courts  have  been  established  for  the  trial  of  captures,  have 
power  and  be  directed  to  dispose,  at  publick  sale,  of  such  articles  of  a 
perishable  nature  as  shall  be  taken  from  the  enemies  oi  Jimerica,  and 
that  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  be  liable  to  the  decree  of  such 
Court  whenever  established. 

Resolved,  That  the  inventory  of  the  Ordnance  Stores  taken  by  Captain 
Manly,  be  sent  to  General  Washington,  and  that  he  be  requested  to 
appoint  a  person  on  the  part  of  the  Colonies  to  join  one  on  the  part  of 
Captain  Manly  and  his  crew,  who,  having  first  taken  an  oath  for  the 
purpose,  shall  proceed  to  value  the  same;  and  if  they  cannot  agree  in  the 
value,  they  shall  call  in  a  third  person  to  determine  the  same ;  that  the 
report  of  such  persons  be  returned  to  Congress  so  soon  as  may  be,  and 
the  value  of  the  Stores  belonging  to  Captain  Manley  and  his  crew  be 
thereupon  transmitted  them. 


pose,  there  be  sent  to  him  a  master  carpenter  acquainted 
witii  the  construction  of  the  galleys  used  on  the  Delaware, 
who  should  take  with  him  other  carpenters,  and  models  also, 
if  refjiiisite ;  and  that  it  be  submitted  to  General  Schuyler, 
whether  a  temporary  fortification  or  intrenched  camp,  either 
at  Crown  Point  or  opposite  Ticonderoga,  may  be  neces- 
sary. 

That  the  Commissary-General  be  directed  to  supply  the 
Army  in  Canada  with  Provisions,  and  to  appoint  proper  offi- 
cers under  him  to  receive  and  issue  the  same  at  the  several 
Posts,  taking  the  directions  of  the  General ;  that  he  be  em- 
powered to  contract  with  proper  persons  in  Canada  for  sup- 
plying the  Army  there  with  fresh  Provisions;  that  he  bo 
directed  to  purchase  lor  them  a  quantity  of  Albany  Peas, 
and  to  furnish  as  much  Biscuit  as  may  be  necessary;  and  that 
his  pay  be  raised  to  150  dollars  a  month. 

That  the  Quartermaster-General  be  directed  to  provide 
and  forward  such  Tents,  Clothing,  and  Utensils,  as  are  want- 
ed for  the  Army  in  Canada,  subject  to  the  direction  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

That  General  Washington  be  directed  to  send  into  Cana- 
da such  small  brass  or  iron  Field-pieces  as  he  can  spare; 
that  he  be  instructed  to  issue  orders  that  no  certificates  be 
given  in  future  by  any  but  Brigadiers,  Quartermasters,  and 
their  Deputies,  or  a  Field-Officer  on  a  march,  or  officer  com- 
manding at  a  detached  Post. 

That  Letters  be  written  to  the  Conventions  o{  New-Jersey 
and  New-York,  and  to  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  recom- 
mending to  them  to  authorize  the  Commander-in-Chief  in 
the  Colony  of  New-  York  to  call  to  the  assistance  of  that 
Colony,  when  necessity  shall  require  it,  such  of  the  Militia 
of  those  Colonies  as  may  be  necessary;  and  to  afford  him 
such  other  assistance  as  the  situation  of  affairs  may  require ; 
and  that  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  Convention  of 
New-York  to  empower  the  said  Commander-in-Chief  to 
impress  carriages  and  water-craft  when  necessary  for  the 
publick  service,  and  also  to  remove  ships  and  other  vessels 
in  Hudson's  and  the  East  Rivers,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
them  from  the  enemy. 

That  General  Washington  be  permitted  to  employ  the 
Indians  whom  he  may  take  into  the  service  of  the  United 
Colonies,  pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2.5th 
of  May  last,  in  any  place  where  he  shall  judge  they  will  be 
most  useful ;  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  offer  them  a  reward 
of  one  hundred  dollars  for  every  commissioned  officer,  and 
of  thirty  dollars  for  every  private  soldier,  of  the  King's  Troops 
that  they  shall  take  prisoners  in  the  Indian  country,  or  on 
the  frontiers  of  those  Colonies. 

That  the  Companies  of  Riflemen  from  Virginia  and  Ma- 
ryland be  regimented,  and  that  the  Regiment  be  completed 
to  the  original  number  of  the  Pennsylvania  Battalion. 

That  the  Pennsylvania  Battalion  of  Riflemen  be  com- 
pleted to  their  original  establishment. 

That  two  Companies  of  the  forces  now  in  the  Delaware 
Government  be  ordered  to  Cape-May. 

That  the  Committee  appointed  to  contract  for  Cannon, 
be  directed  to  procure  a  number  of  brass  or  iron  Field-pieces, 
to  be  made  or  purchased  immediately. 

That  the  Committee  appointed  to  provide  Medicines,  be 
directed  to  send  a  proper  assortment  of  Medicines,  to  Ca- 
nada. 

That  Mr.  James  Mease  be  directed  to  purchase  and  for- 
ward to  the  Quartermaster-General  in  New-York,  as  much 
Cloth  for  Tents  as  he  can  procure. 

That  the  Committee  appointed  to  provide  Stockings  and 
Shoes  for  the  Troops  in  Canada,  be  directed  to  purchase 
such  other  articles  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  sol- 
diers in  Canada,  and  send  the  same  to  Albany,  that  they 
may  be  forwarded  to  the  Army  in  Canada,  and  that  they  be 
particularly  attentive  to  provide,  in  time,  a  sufficient  number 
of  leathern  Breeches  and  under  Waistcoats,  and  such  other 
winter  clothing  as  may  be  necessary  for  them. 

That  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  forward,  with  all 
expedition,  to  the  Quartermaster  in  Canada,  such  Shoes  as 
are  already  provided. 

That  Prisoners,  taken  by  Continental  arms,  be  not  ex- 
changed by  any  authority  but  the  Continental  Congress. 

That  all  Vessels  which  sailed  from  the  Port  or  Harbour 
o(  Boston,  while  the  Town  of  Boston  was  in  possession  of  the 
enemy,  having  on  board  effects  belonging  to  the  enemies  of 
America,  and  which  have  been  or  may  be  seized,  be  liable, 
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together  with  the  said  effects,  to  confiscation,  in  the  same 
manner  and  proportions  as  have  been  heretofore  resolved  by 
Congress. 

Tliat  the  Continental  Agents  in  the  respective  Colonies, 
where  no  Courts  have  been  established  for  the  trials  of  cap- 
lures,  have  power,  and  be  directed,  to  dispose,  at  publick 
sale,  of  such  articles  of  a  perishable  nature  as  shall  be  taken 
from  the  enemies  o[  America,  and  that  the  money  arising 
from  such  sale  be  liable  to  the  decree  of  such  Court  when- 
ever established. 

That  the  inventory  of  the  Ordnance  Stores,  taken  by  Cap- 
tain Manky,  be  sent  to  General  Washington,  and  that  he  be 
requested  to  appoint  a  person  on  the  part  of  the  Colonies, 
to  join  one  on  the  part  of  Captain  Manky  and  his  crew,  who, 
having  fii-st  taken  an  oath  for  that  purpose,  shall  proceed  to 
value  the  same;  and  if  they  cannot  agree  in  the  value,  they 
shall  call  in  a  third  person  to  determine  the  same ;  that  the 
Report  of  such  pereons  be  returned  to  Congress  so  soon  as 
may  be,  and  the  value  of  the  Stores  belonging  to  Captain 
Manley  and  his  crew  be  thereupon  transmitted  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Delegates  of  Mary- 
land, Fennsylvania,  New-Jersey,  and  New-  York,  to  devise 
the  mode  of  raising  the  Battalion  of  Germans  voted  the  25th 
of  May  last. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Cartel  between 
Brigadier-General  Arnold  and  Captain  Forster,  for  the  ex- 
change of  Prisoners,  and  the  several  papers  relating  thereto, 
brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Colonel  Turbutt  Fran- 
cis reported,  that  they  had  met  on  the  business  referred  to 
them ;  that  the  Indians  refused  to  be  examined,  or  to  give 
evidence  on  the  matter,  which  prevented  their  proceeding ; 
wherefore  they  desired  to  be  discharged. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  discharged. 

The  Committee  on  Spies  brought  in  their  Report,  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letters  from  William  Pal- 
frey, Esquire,  Paymaster-General,  were  referred,  brought  in 
their  Report,  which  was  read.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Letters,  with  the  VVeekly  Returns 
enclosed,  be  delivered  to  the  Superintendents  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  be  filed  in  the  Auditor-General's  Office. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  June  18,  1776. 

Sundry  Letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz : 

One  from  General  Washington,  of  the  16th,  enclosing  one 
from  General  Ward,  of  the  9th,  and  one  from  William  Pal- 
frey,o(  the  16th. 

Three  from  General  Schuyler,  o{  the  11th  and  12th. 

One  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  SuJlivan,  of  the  5th 
and  6th,  with  three  papers  enclosed ;  and 

Two  from  Brigadier-General  ^raoW,  of  the  5th  and  6th. 

Resolved,  That  the  aforegoing  Letters  and  papers  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance. 

A  Letter  from  William  Palfrey,  with  a  Weekly  Return, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  To  be  delivered  to  the  Superintendents  of  the 
Treasury. 

A  Letter  from  Joseph  Trumbull,  Commissary-General,  of 
the  17th,  informing,  that  he  has  found  it  necessary  to  order  a 
quantity  of  Flour  to  be  purchased  in  Philadelphia,  and  that 
to  pay  for  the  same  he  has  drawn  on  the  President  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Matthew  Erwin,  for  60,000  Dollars,  and,  as  he  shall 
be  under  the  necessity  of  giving  orders  for  purchasing  Pork 
and  Flour  in  Philadelphia,  desiring  to  know  whether  he  may, 
from  time  to  time,  continue  to  draw  on  the  President  for  the 
payment  of  those  articles. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  pay  such  Bills  as  are  or  may 
be  drawn  by  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esq.,  for  the  purposes  above- 
mentioned,  and  that  tiie  same,  as  paid,  be  charged  to  his 
account. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania, 
requesting  the  opinion  of  Congress,  whether  persons  taken 


on  board  merchants'  ships  and  river-craft,  ought  to  be  ex- 
changed for  seamen  taken  from  the  enemy's  ships  of  war? 

Resolved,  That  the  President  inform  the  Committee  of 
Safety  that  the  Congress  judge  it  improper  that  such  ex- 
change be  made. 

Resolved,  That  Gunning  Bedford,  Esq.,  Deputy  Muster- 
master-General,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Mustermaster- 
General,  and  that  he  be  directed  immediately  to  repair  to 
Head-Quarters  at  New-  York. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  empowered  and 
directed  to  nominate  and  send  a  Deputy  Mustermaster-Ge- 
neral  to  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  two  Members  be  added  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  superintending  the  Treasury. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  Hewes  and  Mr.  McKean. 

A  Memorial  from  Dr.  John  Morgan,  Director-General 
and  Chief  Physician  of  the  Hospital,  was  laid  before  Con- 
gress, a!nd  read.* 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed 
to  provide  Medicines. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Report  on  the  Resolutions 
of  the  Convention  of  South- Carolina,  respecting  the  Batta- 
lions raised  in  that  Colony,  was  recommitted,  brought  in 
their  Report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration.  Where- 
upon, the  Congress  came  to  the  following  Resolutions  : 

Whereas  the  Congress,  on  the  4th  day  o(  November  last, 
resolved  that,  for  the  defence  o[  South- Carolina,  there  be 
kept  up  in  that  Colony,  at  the  Continental  expense,  three 
Battalions  of  Foot — each  Battalion  to  consist  of  the  same 
number  of  men  and  officers,  to  be  upon  the  same  pay,  and 
under  the  same  regulations,  as  the  Continental  Army;  and, 
on  the  25th  day  of  March  last,  resolved,  that  the  Conven- 
tion, or  Council  of  Safety  of  South- Carolina,  be  permitted  to 
raise  and  imbody  two  other  Battalions,  and  that  they  be  on 
the  pay,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  Continent,  as  soon  as  they 
shall  be  armed  fit  for  service,  and  accordingly  mustered : 
And  whereas  the  Convention  of  South- Carolina,  on  the  22d 
day  of  February  last,  ordered  that  their  Council  of  Safety 
return  the  thanks  of  tliat  Colony  to  the  Continental  Congress 
for  their  attention  to  its  security;  that  they  state  the  peculiar 
circumstances  and  the  heavy  expenses  which  have  been  and 
will  be  incurred  by  that  Colony  in  the  measures  necessary 
for  its  defence ;  and  that  they  request  the  Continental  Con- 
gress to  allow  that  Colony  so  much  money  as  the  expenses 

'Doctor  MouGAic's  Memorial. 

Mh.  Pbisidest:  I  am  to  acquaint  this  honourable  House  that  the 
late  augmentation  of  the  forces  already  raised  and  to  be  raised  for  the 
defence  of  JVorM-./?mema,  which  are  ordered  for  J\'ew-York,  Boston, 
and  Canada,  and  the  information  I  have  received  that  the  supplying  of 
all  the  Hospital  stores  which  may  be  required  for  these  departments  will 
depend  on  me,  put  me  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  Congress  for 
such  instructions  on  this  head  as  may  enable  me  to  understand  what 
further  duties  are  required  from  me  in  the  discharge  of  this  important 
trust;  to  ascertain  a  little  more  accurately  the  nature  and  extent  of  my 
commission ;  and  to  allow  me  such  further  assistance  as  shall  be  deemed 
adequate  to  the  expectations  of  this  honourable  House  in  the  discharge 
of  my  office. 

Already  have  I  bad  orders  drawn  upon  me  from  Canada  for  very 
large  supplies  of  medicines,  without  any  tolerable  information  of  the 
slate  of  the  Army,  or  number  of  sick  and  wounded,  or  in  what  manner 
the  Congress  have  hitherto  directed  provision  for  that  purpose;  nor  do  I 
know  the  number  of  Surgeons  allotted  for  that  district,  who  they  are, 
what  subordination  they  are  under,  or,  finally,  who  is  to  direct  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Hospitals  which  it  may  be  thought  necessary  to  establish 
in  Canada  or  at  Boston. 

The  number  of  Hospital  Surgeons  and  Mates  now  in  employ  at  JVev- 
York  (though  sufficient  for  the  care  of  the  sick  at  present)  may,  and  it 
appears  to  me  very  probable  will,  be  found  unequal  to  the  task  of  attend- 
ing all  the  sick  and  wounded  that  may  require  their  aid,  increased  in 
proportion  to  the  present  augmentation  of  the  Army,  should  we,  as  it  is 
looked  for,  have  a  vigorous  and  active  campaign  there;  and  I  can  easily 
foresee  that  a  great  number  of  both  may  be  sent  from  Canada  for  the 
greater  conveniences  in  taking  care  of  them.  Add  to  this,  I  have  never 
received  any  instructions  from  the  Congress  relative  to  the  supply  of 
Regimental  Surgeons;  and  as  the  Commander-in-Chief  refeis  all  matters 
requiring  new  appointments,  or  the  discharge  of  duties  not  ascertained, 
to  the  determination  of  Congress,  I  now  request  I  may  be  instructed  in 
my  duties  towards  Regimental  Surgeons,  and  whether  they  arc  any  how 
subject  to  any  regulations  that  may  be  devised  for  the  government  of' the 
Hospital,  and  the  good  of  the  service. 

I  compute  that  there  are  not  less  than  three  or  four  score  Regimental 
Surgeons  and  Mates  who  were  in  commission  at  Cambridge,  and  yet 
they  were  destitute  (as  such)  of  every  article  essentially  necessary  for 
the  care  of  sick  and  wounded,  (which  I  mention  not  as  a  fault,  but  a  mis- 
fortune,) yet  presumed  they  had  a  right  to  draw  upon  the  General  Hospital 
for  every  store  they  thought  proper  for  the  sick  under  their  care.  Though 
I  had  no  instructions  that  would  authorize  my  compliance,  and  though  I 
knew  it  to  be  contrary  to  every  known  establishment  of  the  like  nature, 
yet  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  demand  from  them  any  report  of  the 
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of  three  Battalions,  upon  the  Continental  establishment, 
would  amount  to  for  one  year,  and  to  give  Continental  rank 
to  the  Officers  of  the  three  Regiments  raised  in  June,  and  of 
the  Regiment  of  Artillery  raised  in  November,  from  the  dates 
of  their  respective  Commissions,  or  at  least  from  the  4th  day 
of  November,  when  they  resolved  to  allow  that  Colony  three 
Battalions :  And  whereas  the  Delegates  from  that  Colony 
in  Coni^ress  have  represented  the  peculiar  circumstances  and 
heavy  expenses  of  that  Colony,  and  that  the  Troops  raised 
in  it  were  inlisted  for  three  yeai-s,  upon  a  different  establish- 
ment of  pay,  and  under  ditierent  articles  of  war,  so  as  to 
render  it  inconvenient  to  place  them,  in  all  respects,  upon 
the  Continental  establishment :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Battalion  of  Artillery,  and  the  two 
Battalions  of  Foot,  raised  in  South- Carolina,  and  kept  up 
in  that  Colony  for  the  defence  of  the  same,  be  considered  as 
Continental  foixies,  and  allowed  the  same  pay,  rations,  and 
disbursements,  as  other  forces  on  the  Continental  establish- 
ment. 

That  the  two  Battalions  under  the  command  of  Colonels 
Gadsden  and  Moultrie,  be  allowed  all  the  advantages  of  the 
Continental  establishment,  from  the  4th  day  of  November 
last,  and  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  from  the  time  when  the 
same  was  ordered  to  be  raised  by  the  Provincial  Congress, 
or  the  Convention  of  South-  Carolina. 

Tliat  tiie  two  Battalions  of  Riflemen,  raised  in  and  for 
the  defence  of  the  said  Colony,  be  considered  as  Continen- 
tal Troops  from  the  25th  day  of  March  last,  and  be  entitled 
to  all  the  advantages  of  the  same. 

That  all  the  above-mentioned  Troops  be  liable  to  the 
Articles  for  the  government  of  the  forces  in  the  said  Colony. 

That  the  said  forces  be  continued  on  the  Continental  es- 
tablishment until  the  expiration  of  their  inlistment,  unless 
they  shall  be  sooner  disbanded  by  Congress. 

That  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  effective  men  of  the 
above-mentioned  forces  be  ordered  out  of  the  said  Colony, 
without  the  express  order  of  Congress,  or  the  consent  of  the 
President  of  that  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Heyward  and  Mr.  Hall  be  added  to 
the  Committee  for  providing  Medicines. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Rodgers  be  appointed  a  Member  of 
the  Marine  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  a  Commissioner  be  appointed  to  settle  in 
Canada  the  debts  due  on  Certificates  given  by  Officers  to 
the  Canadians  for  Carriages  and  other  services,  and  to  set- 
tle the  Accounts  for  such  goods  as  may  have  been  seized, 

number  or  state  of  the  sick,  so  as  to  be  a  judge  of  the  propriety  of  grant- 
ing or  refusing  what  they  might  demand.  And  such  a  door  was  once 
opened  to  them  of  extracting  every  kind  of  expensive  store  from  the 
General  Hospital,  that  had  I  not  wholly  shut  that  door  against  them,  it 
is  impossible  to  form  any  idea  to  what  an  amazing  extent  the  expenses 
of  the  General  Hospital  would  amount ;  but  the  Commissary-General 
has  often  informed  me,  that  had  it  not  been  stopped,  the  expenses  of  the 
sick  would  equal  that  of  all  the  well  soldiers  of  the  whole  Army. 

Without  orders,  I  have  always  allowed  them  every  supply  of  medical 
articles  which  they  drew  for,  and  which  it  was  in  my  power  to  procure. 
Happily  for  the  service,  on  the  surrender  of  Boston  to  the  American 
arms  I  was  put  in  possession  of  a  large  stock  of  medicine  and  Hospital 
furniture,  bedding  and  blankets ;  and  by  the  dint  of  unwearied  application 
conveyed  Ihem  to  .Vmii-York  at  no  great  charge  to  the  publick.  From 
this  store  I  have  already  ordered  near  forty  regimental  chests,  and  sup- 
plied the  wants  of  the  Hospital ;  but  I  have  to  lament  that  this  stock  is 
now  unassorted,  and  that  I  am  in  great  want  of  capital  medicines.  This 
want  must  daily  increase  in  my  present  situation. 

The  time  is  critical ;  very  illy  can  my  presence  from  the  Army  be  dis- 
pensed with.  I  have  the  General's  positive  orders  to  return  within  a 
few  days,  and  my  own  inclination,  as  well  as  sense  of  duty,  concur  to 
hasten  my  return.  But  bound  to  remain  in  one  place,  without  assistants 
to  collect  medical  and  Hospital  stores  and  chirurgical  instruments,  (which 
is  more  dilTicult  from  the  great  scarcity,)  I  am  compelled  to  solicit  an 
immediate  supply  from  Congress ;  and  likewise  that,  in  case  of  action, 
old  linen,  &c.,  may  be  furnished  with  speed,  in  addition  to  what  I  have 
been  able  of  myself  to  collect. 

Not  to  be  too  troublesome,  or  to  take  up  too  much  of  the  precious  time 
pf  this  honourable  House,  I  will  only  add,  that  all  the  weight  of  taking 
pare  of  the  sick  and  wounded  naturally  falls  on  the  Hospital  Surgeons 
and  Mates,  and  that  the  Regimental  Surgeons  and  Mates  are  compara- 
tively of  little  use  till  they  are  placed  in  some  subordination ;  and  as  their 
pay<  is  increased,  the  Mates  of  the  Hospitals  appear  very  desirous  to 
remove  into  regiments  till  a  letter  regulation  takes  place;  and,  that  I  con- 
ceive that  to  answer  the  purposes  of  a  General  Hospital,  without  greatly 
increasing  the  expense,  if  not  now,  yet  hereafter,  some  small  stoppages 
must  be  made  soinehow  on  the  men's  pay;  and  that  to  conduct  all  these 
matters  to  a  happy  issue,  the  Congress  will  think  it  highly  expedient  to 
appoint  a  Committee  to  confer  with  me,  and  to  whom  I  can  make  the 
affairs  of  my  department  known,  for  the  sake  of  a  complete  regulation  of 
it;  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  this  honourable 
House. 

June  18,  1776. 


through  necessity,  for  the  use  of  the  Army;  that  it  be  given 
in  instruction  to  him  to  attend  particularly  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Bernard ;  and  that,  in  settling  the  certified  debts,  he 
state  carefully  the  names  of  all  those  who  have  given  Cer- 
tificates, the  nature  of  the  service,  and  the  tiine  when 
performed,  and  rfiturn  the  whole,  when  settled  and  stated, 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  by  them  examined 
and  discharged. 

That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  electing  said  Com- 
missioner. 

Resolved,  That  no  man  in  these  Colonies,  charged  with 
being  a  Tory,  or  unfriendly  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty, 
be  injured  in  his  person  or  property,  or  in  any  manner  what- 
ever disturbed,  unless  the  proceeding  against  him  be  founded 
on  an  order  of  this  Congress,  or  the  Assembly,  Convention, 
Council  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony,  or  Commit- 
tee of  Inspection  and  Observation  of  the  District  wherein  he 
resides :  Provided,  That  this  Resolution  shall  not  prevent 
the  apprehending  any  person  found  in  the  commission  of 
some  act  destructive  of  American  liberty,  or  justly  suspected 
of  a  design  to  commit  such  act  and  intending  to  escape,  and 
bringing  such  person  before  proper  authority  for  examination 
and  trial. 

Information  being  given  that  some  of  the  Officers  who 
were  Prisoners  at  Lebanon,  in  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania, 
have,  in  violation  of  the  parole  by  them  given  and  subscribed, 
made  their  escape, 

Resolved,  Tliat  it  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  War  and 
Ordnance  to  consider  what  steps  are  necessary  to  be  taken 
on  the  occasion. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  June  19,  1776, 

A  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  New- Jersey  of  the  18th, 
enclosing  an  Ordinance  for  raising  three  thousand  three  hun- 
dred Militia  for  the  defence  of  New-  York,  together  with  their 
proceedings  in  apprehending  William  Franklin,  Esq.,  late 
Govemour  of  that  Colony,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and 
read.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  of 
New-Jersey  to  proceed  on  the  examination  of  Mr.  Franklin, 
and  if,  upon  such  examination,  they  shall  be  of  opinion  that 
he  should  be  confined,  to  report  such  opinion  to  this  Con- 
gress, and  then  the  Congress  will  direct  the  place  of  his 
confinement,  they  concurring  in  sentiment  with  the  Conven- 
tion oi New-Jersey,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  confine  him 
in  that  Colony. 

The  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance,  to  whom  sundry  Let- 
ters and  papers  were  referred,  particularly  one  from  General 
Washington  of  the  16th,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissions  granted  by  Brigadier- 
General  Sullivan  to  sundry  Officers  in  Canada,  mentioned 
in  General  Washington's  Letter,  be  approved  and  confirmed, 
provided  General  Gates  and  the  General  Officers  in  Canada, 
on  consultation,  shall  think  the  measure  will  conduce  to  the 
publick  service. 

That  300,000  Dollars  be  sent  to  the  Paymaster-General 
at  New-  York,  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due — 

To  John  Jervis,  for  Horse-hire,  Ferriages,  &ic.,  the  sum 
of  33  10-90  Dollars; 

To  John  Briwe,  the  sum  of  13  36-90  Dollars,  being  the 
balance  of  his  Bill  for  Cartouch-boxes ; 

To  Joseph  Feinaucr,  the  sum  of  17  3-90  Dollars,  the  ba- 
lance of  his  Bill  for  tin  Cartouch-boxes ; 

To  Sacheveral  Wood,  the  sum  of  187  26-90  Dollars,  for 
victualling  Prisoners  confined  in  Jail  by  order  of  Congress ; 

To  George  Reinheart,  for  the  carriage  of  Powder,  Arms, 
and  Bullets,  the  sum  of  20  48-90  Dollars  ; 

To  Thomas  Harvey,  for  cash  paid  by  him  for  Guards  of 
Powder- Wagons,  and  also  his  bills  for  Ferriages,  the  hire  of 
a  Wagon,  &.C.,  the  sum  of  27  20-90  Dollars,  and  that  the 
same  ouglit  to  be  paid  to  Samuel  Hillegas,  Esq. ; 

To  Mary  Thomas,  for  nursing  and  boarding  two  of  Cap- 
tain Benezet's  men  in  the  Small-Pox,  the  sum  of  12  Dol- 
lars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 
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A  Muster- Roll  of  the  Ninth  Virginia  Battalion,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Fkmming,  taken  the  3]st  o[  May  last, 
was  laid  before  Congress. 

Wiiereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  said  Battalion  be  taken 
into  Continental  pay  from  the  said  31st  day  oC  May. 

Resolved,  That  one  ton  of  Gunpowder  be  sent  to  the 
Colonel  or  Commanding  Officer  of  the  said  Battalion. 

That  the  Committee  for  preparing  Medicine-Ciiests  be 
directed  to  send  one  to  the  Surgeon  of  the  said  Battalion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Marine  Committee  be  directed  to 
carry  into  execution  the  Resolution  of  the  17th,  for  sending 
Carpenters  to  General  Schuyler. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Mates  of  the  Hospital  was  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committefi  for  pro- 
viding Medicines. 

Whereas  it  is  indispensably  necessary  for  the  good  of  the 
service  that  the  soldiers  of  the  United  Colonies  be  well  pro- 
vided with  Blankets  and  Clothing : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  United  Colonies  forth- 
with to  cause  a  suit  of  Clothes,  of  which  the  Waistcoat  and 
Breeches  may  be  made  of  deer-leather,  if  to  be  had  on  rea- 
sonable terms,  a  Blanket,  felt  Hat,  two  Shirts,  two  pair  of 
Hose,  and  two  pair  of  Shoes,  to  be  manufactured,  or  other- 
wise procured  at  reasonable  rates  in  their  respective  Colo- 
nies, for  each  Soldier  of  the  American  Army  inlisted  therein 
for  the  present  campaign,  and  that  the  same  be  baled,  in- 
voiced, and  stored  in  suitable  places,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
order  of  Congress,  or  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Ame- 
rican Army. 

That  sufficient  sums  of  money  be  granted  to  the  Assem- 
blies and  Conventions  aforesaid,  on  applying  for  the  same,  to 
enable  them  to  discharge  the  demands  arising  from  the  pur- 
chase of  the  articles  aforesaid. 

That  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  American  Army  be 
empowered  to  draw  on  the  Assemblies  and  Conventions  for 
such  articles  of  Clodiing  as  aforesaid  as  he  shall  from  time 
judge  necessary,  and  that  the  cost  thereof  be  deducted  from 
the  pay  of  the  Soldiers  who  shall  receive  the  same,  by  the 
proper  officer  for  examining  and  discharging  the  Accounts 
and  Pay-Rolls  of  the  respective  Regiments. 

The  Marine  Committee,  to  whom  the  Petition  of  WiUiam, 
Adams,  Surgeon,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  Report ; 
which  was  taken  into  consideration. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  fViUiam 
Adams  be  accepted. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  June  20, 1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  17th,  from  General  Washington,  and  a 
Letter  from  the  Convention  of  New-Jersey,  were  laid  before 
Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  give  time  to  the  several  Com- 
mittees to  prepare  for  the  House  the  matters  referred  to 
them,  it  be  a  standing  rule  of  Congress  that  adjournments 
from  the  Friday  evening  be  always  to  Monday  morning, 
unless  on  any  particular  occasion  the  Congress  shall  order 
otherwise. 

A  Petition  from  Carpenter  Wharton  was  presented  to 
Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  War  and 
Ordnance. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Cartel  between  Brigadier-General  Arnold 
and  Captain  Forster  for  exchange  of  Prisoners;  and  after 
debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  till 
to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
draw  up  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  conduct  of  the  House 
during  debates. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  Ruiledge,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
Mr.  Paine. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due — 

To  Captain  William  Richards,  for  the  detention  of  his 
Shallop  twenty  days  on  the  publick  service,  the  sum  of  40 
Dollars ; 


To  Robert  Erwin,  Wagonmaster,  for  WagonJige,  the 
sum  of  207  30-90  Dollars  ; 

To  David  Williamson,  for  Wagon-hire,  carrying  Captain 
James  Grier's  Baggage  from  Fredericksburgh  to  Neiv-  York 
and  returning  home,  the  sum  of  147  Dollars ; 

To  Abraham  Mills,  for  nursing  and  boarding  six  Soldiers 
in  the  Small-Pox,  the  sum  of  33  86-90  Dollars; 

To  Samuel  Cooper,  for  Ferriage  and  Storage,  the  sum  of 
26  12-90  Dollars ; 

To  Leonard  Stonebumer,  for  one  Team  hauling  the  Bag- 
gage of  Captain  Williams's  Company  eighteen  miles  beyond 
Goshen,  and  two  Teams  hauling  the  Baggage  of  Captain 
Jones's  Company  to  Albany,  the  sum  of  414  54-90  Dol- 
lars; 

On  two  Certificates  produced  by  H.  Wisner,  Esq.,  the 
sum  of  11  45-90  Dollars,  expenses  of  the  First  Pennsylva- 
nia Battalion,  at  Goshen,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be 
paid  to  Henry  Wisner,  Esq.,  and  charged  to  J.  Shallus, 
Quartermaster  of  the  said  Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
consider  what  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  such  as  are 
wounded  or  disabled  in  the  land  or  sea  service,  and  report  a 
plan  for  that  purpose. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  F.  Lee,  Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Ellery,  and  Mr.  Lewis. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  June  21,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  directed  to  per- 
mit Brigadier-General  Wooster  to  return  to  his  family  in  Con- 
necticut. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Delaware 
Battalion  be  directed  to  send  a  proper  Guard  with  the  Pow- 
der ordered  to  Colonel  Flemming's  Regiment  on  the  East- 
ern-Shore of  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  300,000  Dollars  be  drawn 
on  the  Treasurers  in  favour  of  the  Delegates  of  South-  Caro- 
lina, for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Battalions  in  that  Colony, 
the  said  Delegates  to  be  accountable. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due — 

To  Rowland  Swan,  a  Captain  of  his  Eritannick  Majes- 
ty's Seventh  Regiment  of  Foot,  the  sum  of  36  Dollars,  for 
eighteen  weeks'  allowance,  and  12  Dollars  for  bringing  his 
Baggage  from  New-  York  to  Philadelphia,  together  with 
the  Baggage  of  Captain  Dundee  and  three  Privates  of  the 
said  Regiment; 

To  Joseph  Haight,  for  supplying  the  Prisoners  at  Bur- 
lington with  Provisions  to  the  4th  of  June  instant,  the  sum 
of  238  Dollars ; 

To  Andrew  McNair,  the  sum  of  120  23-90  Dollars,  for 
Provisions,  &ic.,  for  the  twenty-four  Indians  while  at  the 
State-House,  which  was  twenty  days; 

To  Michael  Clark,  for  Liquor  for  the  above  Indians,  the 
sum  of  27  66-90  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

A  Letter  of  the  21st,  from  the  Convention  ot  New-Jer- 
sey, was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  together  with  sun- 
dry Letters  from  the  Prisoners  in  Burlington. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  Commissioner  to  be  sent 
into  Canada  be  four  Dollars  a  day. 

The  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  case  of  the  Officers  who  served  last  winter  in  Canada, 
brought  in  a  Report ;  which  was  taken  into  consideration  : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  Convention  o(New-  York 
be  requested  to  set  on  foot  the  raising  another  Regiment  on 
Continental  establishment,  to  serve  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress ;  and  that  in 
forming  the  said  Regiment,  they  commission  such  Officers 
as  served  in  the  last  campaign  in  Canada,  and  have  not  yet 
been  provided  for. 

That  the  said  Officers  be  informed  that  the  Commissions 
to  be  granted  them  are  on  condition  that  they  raise  their 
Companies  to  their  full  complement,  or  nearly  thereto,  and 
that  their  Commissions  be  withheld  until  the  said  condition 
be  complied  with. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  Convention  to  make 
suitable  provision  for  Major  Dubois,  with  whose  good  con- 
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duct  Congress  are  well  satisfied,  and  that  they  return  his 
name,  with  the  names  of  the  other  Field-Officei-s,  for  the 
approbation  of  Congress. 

Tliat  a  Commission  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  be  given  to 
Major  John  Visscher,  in  Colonel  John  Nicholson's  Regiment, 
in  the  New-  York  forces. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Re- 
port from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole: 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  di- 
rected to  order  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  conduct  of 
the  Officers  heretofore  employed  in  the  Canada  Depart- 
ment ;  that  the  said  inquiry  be  made  at  such  time  and  places 
as,  in  his  judgment,  shall  be  most  likely  to  do  justice,  as 
well  to  the  publick  as  to  the  individuals ;  and  that  the  result 
of  the  said  inquiry,  together  with  the  testimonies  upon  the 
subject,  be  transmitted  to  Congress ;  that,  moreover,  all  Offi- 
cers accused  of  cowardice,  plundering,  embezzlement  of 
publick  moneys,  and  other  misdemeanours,  be  immediately 
brought  to  trial.  And  whereas  Congress  is  informed  that 
an  opinion  has  prevailed  that  Officers  resigning  their  Com- 
missions are  not  subject  to  trial  by  a  Court-Martial  for  offen- 
ces committed  previous  to  such  resignation,  whereby  some 
have  evaded  the  punishments  to  which  they  were  liable,  it 
is  hereby  declared  that  such  opinion  is  not  just. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  June  24,  1776. 

Two  Letters,  of  the  20th  and  21st,  from  General  Wash- 
ington, with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  were  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  read : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  the 
General,  desiring  him  to  put  a  stop  to  the  raising  the  Com- 
panies of  Mohickan  and  Stockbridge  Indians,  mentioned  in 
one  of  the  enclosed  papei-s ;  and  that  a  like  Letter  be  writ- 
ten to  Governour  Trumbull. 

A  Letter,  of  the  21st,  from  the  Convention  o(  New-Jer- 
sey, was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  together  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed  therein,  containing  the  questions  proposed 
to  William  Franklin,  Esq.,  an  account  of  his  behaviour  on 
the  occasion,  and  the  Resolution  of  the  Convention,  "  de- 
claring him  a  virulent  enemy  to  this  country,  and  a  person 
that  may  prove  dangerous,  and  that  the  said  William  Frank- 
lin be  confined  in  such  place  and  manner  as  the  Continental 
Congress  shall  direct :" 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  William  Franklin  be  sent 
under  guard  to  Governour  Trumbull,  who  is  desired  to  ad- 
mit him  to  his  parole ;  but  if  Mr.  Franklin  refuse  to  give 
his  parole,  that  Governour  Trumbull  be  desired  to  treat  him 
agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  Pri- 
soners. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Mease  be  directed  to  advance  to 
Captain  Matthew  Smith,  of  the  Rifle  Battalion,  1,040  Dol- 
lars, for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  his  Company;  the  said 
Captain  Smith  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Mease,  and  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
be  directed  to  forward  to  the  Paymaster-General  an  account 
of  the  Moneys  advanced  and  ordered  to  be  charged  to  the 
Rifle  Battalion,  or  the  respective  Rifle  Companies,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  deducted,  and  stopped  from  their  pay. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  a  quantity  of  Tents, 
which  were  sent  from  Philadelphia  for  the  use  of  the 
Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  have  been  stopped  at  Neiv- 
York  by  the  order  of  the  Quartermaster-General : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  write  to  the  General  on  this 
subject,  and  desire  him  to  order  the  said  Tents  to  be  de- 
livered up,  and  forwarded  to  the  Colony  o(  Massachusetts- 
Bay  immediately. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee,  to  consist,  of  one  Member 
from  each  Colony,  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
the  miscarriages  in  Canada. 

Tliat  the  said  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers. 

The  Members  chosen :  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr. 
Hopkins,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Clinton,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Mr.  HaU. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  diere  is  due — 
To  Gunning  Bedford,  the  sum  of  202  Dollars,  of  which 
sum  103  Dollars  and  30-90ths,  for  pay  and  subsistence  for 


two  months,  the  remainder  for  a  Horse  for  the  Continental 
service. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Account  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  on  the  Cartel  for  exchange  of 
Prisoners,  entered  into  between  Bngadier-General  Arnold 
and  Captain  Forster,  be  recommitted. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Spies : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  all  persons  abiding  within 
any  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  deriving  protection  from  the 
laws  of  the  same,  owe  allegiance  to  the  said  laws,  and  are 
members  of  such  Colony;  and  that  all  persons  passing  through, 
visiting,  or  making  a  temporary  stay  in  any  of  the  said  Colo- 
nies, being  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  laws  during  the 
time  of  such  passage,  visitation,  or  temporary  stay,  owe, 
during  the  same,  allegiance  thereto. 

That  all  persons,  members  of,  or  owing  allegiance  to,  any 
of  the  United  Colonies,  as  before  described,  who  shall  levy 
war  against  any  of  the  said  Colonies  within  the  same,  or  be 
adherent  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or  othei-s  die  ene- 
mies of  the  said  Colonies,  or  any  of  them,  within  the  same, ' 
giving  to  him  or  them  aid  and  comfort,  are  guilty  of  treason 
against  such  Colony. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  seve- 
ral United  Colonies,  to  pass  laws  for  punishing,  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  them  shall  seem  fit,  such  persons  before  described 
as  shall  be  provably  attainted  of  open  deed,  by  people  of 
their  condition,  of  any  of  the  treasons  before  described. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legis- 
latures of  the  United  Colonies  to  pass  laws  for  punishing, 
in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  fit,  persons  who  shall 
counterfeit,  or  aid  or  abet  in  counterfeiting,  the  Continental 
Bills  of  Credit,  or  who  shall  pass  any  such  Bill  in  payment, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  counterfeit. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  said  Report  be  re- 
committed. 

The  Committee  to  consider  what  Harbours  are  proper  to 
be  fortified,  brought  in  their  Report ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  empowered  to 
draw  on  the  Treasurers  for  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  surveying  and  examining  the  Ports. 

A  Petition  from  Antoine  Felix  Wiebert  was  presented  to 
Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  papers  ac- 
companying it,  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  War  and  Ord- 
nance. 

The  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  Petition  from  Carpenter  Wharton,  brought  in  their 
Report ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table ;  and  that  the  President 
write  to  General  Washington,  and  request  him  to  inform 
Congress  of  the  cost  of  a  Ration,  as  furnished  by  the  Com- 
missary-General. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  June  25,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  23d,  from  General  Washington,  with 
sundry  Letters  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Sullivan,  Brigadier-General  Arnold,  and  others,  were 
laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Board  of 
War  and  Ordnance;  who  are  directed  to  sit  immediately, 
and  report  thereen  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  Memorial  from  Captain  Stephen  Rowe  Bradley  was 
presented  to  Congress,  and  read,  together  with  sundry  Ac- 
counts. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Treasury. 

The  Marine  Committee  having  recommended  Captain 
Samuel  Nichols  to  be  promoted  to  be  Major  of  Marines ; 
Andreiu  Porter,  Joseph  Hardy,  Samuel  Shaiv,  Benjamin 
Deane,  and  Robert  Mullin,  to  be  Captains  of  Marines ;  Da- 
niel Henderson,  David  Love,  Franklin  Reed,  and  Peregrine 
Brown,  to  be  First  Lieutenants  of  Marines  ;  Jam^s  Mc  Clare, 
William  Gilmore,  Abel  Morgan,  and  Hugh  Montgomery, 
to  be  Second  Lieutenants  of  Marines ;  John  Stewart  to  be 
Captain ;  Thomas  Povximl  First  Lieutenant,  and  Richard 
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Harrison  Second  Lieutenant  of  Marines,  for  the  Frigate 
building  in  Maryland ; 

John  Langdon,  Esq.,  to  be  Agent  of  Prizes  for  the  Co- 
lony of  JScw- Hampshire  : 

Resolved,  Tliat  they  be  approved,  and  that  Commissions 
be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sell 
to  John  Maxwell  Nesbit  !f  Co.  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  pounds  of  Powder,  for  the  use  of  the  Privateer  they 
are  fitting  out. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  contract  for 
making  Muskets,  be  directed  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
granting  a  bounty,  or  other  means,  for  encouraging  the 
making  of  Muskets. 

Adjourned  to  four  o'clock. 

EoDEM  Dll,  P.  M. 

A  Declaration  of  the  Deputies  of  Pennsylvania,  met  in 
Provincial  Conference,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  ; 
expressing  their  willingness  to  concur  in  a  vote  of  Con- 
gress, declaring  the  United  Colonies  Free  and  Independent 
States. 

The  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance,  to  whom  the  several 
Letters  received  this  morning  were  referred,  brought  in  their 
Report ;  which  was  taken  into  consideration  : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  number  of  men  des- 
tined for  the  Northern  Department  be  augmented  to  four 
thousand. 

That  a  Colonel's  Commission  be  Immediately  issued  to 
Major  Dubois,  with  instructions  forthwith  to  raise  a  Regi- 
ment to  serve  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  and  that 
the  corps  of  Officers  be  composed  of  such  as  have  served 
with  credit  in  Canada ;  no  Officer  to  receive  his  Commis- 
sion until  his  Company  be  raised  and  armed  ;  the  Arms  of 
the  people  inlisting  themselves  to  be  valued  by  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  Counties  where  the  Companies  are  raised,  and 
paid  for  by  the  Continent  on  their  being  mustered. 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Colony  of  iVew- 
Hampshire,  to  send  immediately  one  Regiment  of  their  Mili- 
tia to  Massachusetts-Bay,  two  Regiments  of  their  Militia  to 
Connecticut,  and  one  Regiment  of  their  Militia  to  augment 
tlie  Troops  destined  for  the  Northern  Department. 

That  Letters  be  sent  to  the  General  Assemblies  of  the 
Colonies  from  whence  the  several  Regiments  of  Militia  are 
and  have  been  requested,  earnestly  pressing  them  to  be 
expeditious  in  raising  and  equipping  their  Troops,  and  re- 
questing the  several  Assemblies  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
care  of  providing  the  said  Troops  with  Clothes,  Tents,  and 
all  necessary  Camp-Equipage,  and  assuring  them  that  the 
United  Colonies  will  be  answerable  for  the  expense  of  the 
same. 

That  a  Regimental  Paymaster,  who  is  not  to  be  an  offi- 
cer of  the  Army,  be  appointed  by  the  said  Colonies  to  each 
of  the  said  Battalions,  who  shall  keep  all  the  Accounts  of 
his  respective  Battalion,  and  to  whom  particular  returns 
shall  be  made  of  the  expense  of  clothing  said  Battalion,  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  deducted  out  of  the  pay  of  the 
Soldiers  for  whom  the  articles  shall  have  been  provided. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  immediately 
to  repair  to  New-York,  and  confer  with  General  Washing- 
ton, and  the  other  Generals  there,  with  power  to  agree  upon 
and  take  the  proper  steps  for  carrying  into  execution  such 
further  measures  as,  on  consideration  of  all  circumstances, 
shall  be  judged  most  advisable  in  the  present  situation  of 
affairs  in  Canada  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Lakes.  * 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  June  26,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  21st,  from  General  Washington,  and  one 
of  the  26th,  from  Brigadier-General  Wooster,  were  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Wooster 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  miscarriages  in  Canada. 

The  Board  of  War  brought  in  a  Report,  which  was  taken 
into  consideration.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mons.  Antoine  Felix  Weibert,  who  ap- 

*  On  reconsideration  next  day,  ordered  to  be  expunged. 


plies  to  be  employed  as  an  Engineer  in  the  Continental 
Army,  be  recommended  to  General  Washington  as  a  person 
who  appears  to  be  qualified  to  act  in  that  capacity;  but  as 
he  asks  no  more  at  present  than  to  be  placed  in  a  situation 
in  which  he  may  be  enabled  to  evidence  his  abilities,  that 
the  General  be  desired  to  employ  him  in  such  way  as  he 
shall  judge  will  best  conduce  to  the  good  of  the  service,  and 
answer  Mons.  Weiberi's  request. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed 
Officers  of  the  Battalion  to  be  raised  under  Colonel  Lewis 
Dubois;  their  Commissions  to  be  given  them  as  soon  as 
their  complement  of  men  shall  be  raised : 

Jacobus  S.  Bruyn,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  William  Goforth, 
Major ;  David  Dubois,  First  Captain  ;  Elias  Van  Banscho- 
ten.  Second  Captain;  Thomas  De  Witt,  Third  Captain; 
Isaac  Wool,  Fourth  Captain ;  Philip  D.  B.  Bevier,  Fifth 
Captain ;  Richard  Piatt,  Sixth  Captain  ;  Albert  Pawling, 
Seventh  Captain ;  and  Cornelius  T.  Jansin,  Eighth  Cap- 
tain ;  James  Gregg,  Aaron  Austin,  Jonathan  Picrcy,  Evans 
Wherry,  Garret  Fan  Wagenan,  Henry  Vandenburg,  Na- 
thaniel Conklin,  and  Henry  Dodge,  as  First  Lieutenants ; 
Daniel  Gano,  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  First  Con)pany; 
John  Coates,  Surgeon ;  and  Henry  Dubois,  Adjutant. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  write  to  the  Convention  of 
New-  York,  and  explain  to  them  the  reasons  that  induced 
the  Congress  to  enter  into  the  foregoing  Resolution  ;  and  to 
request  the  Convention  to  appoint  the  other  Officers  of  the 
Battalion,  and  to  use  their  best  endeavours  in  equipping  and 
forwarding  the  said  Battalion  as  soon  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  Marine  Committee  be  empowered  to 
purchase  the  armed  Brig  Catharine,  with  her  Guns,  Tackle, 
Apparel,  and  Furniture,  as  she  now  lies  in  Connecticut. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due — 

To  Dr.  Bond,  the  sum  of  9  30-90  Dollars  for  Medicines 
and  attendance  for  three  Indians ; 

To  Benjamin  Armitage,  for  boarding  and  lodging  Tho- 
mas Folmer,  the  Indian  Interpreter,  twenty  days,  the  sum 
of  12  25-90  Dollars*; 

To  Richard  Cheney,  the  sum  of  4  82-90  Dollars,  for 
victualling  General  Lee's  Guard,  and  that  the  same  ought 
to  be  paid  to  John  Morton,  Esq. ; 

To  Anthony  Welte,  for  Provisions  supplied  Captain  Nel- 
son's Company,  the  sum  of  18  18-90  Dollars ; 

To  Aaron  Phips,  the  sum  of  7  44-90  Dollai-s,  for  sundry 
expenses  of  General  Lee's  Guard  ; 

To  John  Osborne,  the  sum  of  8  Dollars,  namely:  6  Dol- 
lars for  boarding  and  lodging  a  sick  Soldier,  and  2  Dollars 
for  a  Coffin  for  one  of  Captain  Van  Zant's  men ; 

To  George  Hawes,  for  Wagon-hire,  &.c.,  carrying  Money 
to  Cambridge  at  the  time  Mr.  Franks  went,  the  sura  of 
70  40-90  Dollars ; 

To  Messrs.  Hanson,  Donaldson,  and  Franks,  for  carrying 
Money  to  the  Camp  in  March  last,  the  sum  of  2.38  28-90 
Dollars ; 

To  Isaac  Sorrel,  the  sum  of  26  85-90  Dollars  ;  of  which 
10  69-90  Dollars  were  for  the  expenses  of  the  Prisoners 
that  were  brought  from  North- Carolina  and  the  Guard,  the 
remainder  for  the  expenses  of  the  Guard  that  went  with  the 
Powder,  he,  to  Colonel  JYEles,  at  Marcus  Hook; 

To  Henry  Halkr,  the  sum  of  645  46-90  Dollars ;  of 
which  sum,  Captain  John  Nelson  is  to  be  charged  for  two 
Rifles,  24  Dollars  ;  the  remainder,  viz :  expenses  of  Captain 
John  Nelson's  Company  at  Reading,  12  89-90  Dollars; 
expenses  of  Prisoners  from  St.  Johns  and  Chambly  to  8tb 
of  June,  538  47-90  Dollars  ;  Mr.  Haller's  pay,  as  Commis- 
sary, from  the  30th  of  March  to  the  7th  of  June,  seventy 
days,  at  Is.  6d.,  70  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  a  bounty  of  ten  Dollai-s  be  given  to  every 
Non-Commissioned  Officer  and  Soldier  who  will  iulist  to 
serve  for  the  term  of  three  years. 

Ordered,  That  the  Resolutions  passed  yesterday  be  sent 
to  General  Washington,  and  that  he  be  desired  to  afford 
such  assistance  to  the  Northern,  or  Canada  Department,  as 
he  shall  be  enabled  to  do  consistently  with  the  safety  of 
New-  York ;  and  from  time  to  time  to  give  such  directions 
as  he  may  think  expedient  for  the  publick  service. 

A  Paragraph  of  a  Letter  from  General  Washington  to 
one  of  the  Members,  being  laid  before  Congress,  and  read, 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  War  and 
Ordnance. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sup- 
ply the  Marine  Committee  with  one  ton  of  Gunpowder,  for 
the  use  of  the  vessel  which  they  were  this  morning  empow- 
ered to  purchase. 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Ilillcgas,  Esq.,  be  empowered 
and  directed  to  pay  such  sums  of  Money  as  are  or  may  be 
due  to  tiie  several  signers  of  Continental  Bills  of  Credit,  for 
their  services,  agreeable  to  tlie  Resolve  of  Congress  for  that 
purpose. 

Tiic  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of 
William  Whiting,  a  Soldier,  who  was  wounded  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army  at  Q^ueheck,  brought  in  their  Report,  which 
was  read : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  twenty  Dollars 
be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trcasuiy  to  fVilliam  Whiting, 
to  enable  him  to  return  to  his  family  at  Norfolk,  in  Con- 
necticut. 

The  Committee  on  the  Treasury,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  Petition  and  Accounts  of  Stephen  Roive  Bradley, 
brought  in  their  Report.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  Stephen  Rowe  Bradley 
the  sum  of  691  22-90  Dollars,  for  the  service  of  himself  and 
his  Company,  from  the  25th  day  of  January  to  the  25th 
day  of  February,  during  which  time  they  were  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  Continent. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  June  27,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  17th,  from  Governour  Trumbull,  was  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read ;  also,  two  Petitions,  one  from 
Colonel  John  Brown,  the  other  from  William  Holton,  were 
read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  from  Colonel  Brown  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  miscarriages  in  Canada. 

That  the  Petition  from  William  Holton  *  be  referred  to 
the  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  twenty-four  Dollars  be 
drawn  on  the  Treasurers  in  favour  of  Major  Bicker,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

Sundry  Letters  from  the  Southward,  being  received  by 
express,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz : 

One  from  General  Lee,  dated  Little-River,  June  6th, 
enclosing  two  to  him — one  from  John  Rutledge,  Esquire, 
the  other  from  Brigadier-General  Armstrong — both  dated 
Charlestown,  South- Carolina,  June  4th,  advising  that  fifty- 
one  sail  of  the  enemy  were  arrived  there,  and  lying  in  sight 
of  the  Town. 

One  from  Brigadier-General  Lewis,  dated  WiUiamsburgh, 
the  18th  of  the  same  month,  enclosing  one  to  him  from 
General  Lee,  of  the  4th. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Letters  be  referred  to  the  Board 
of  War  and  Ordnance. 

'Petition  o/Wiiliam  Holtok,  referred  to  Board  of  War.  iSth,  read 
before  Board  of  War,  and  referred  for  further  consideration. 

Sir  :  Being  just  arrived  from  Canada,  after  a  moat  fatiguing  campaign, 
take  tills  method  of  applying  to  the  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. If  the  manner  of  application  is  not  in  form,  beg,  sir,  you  will 
excuse  it. 

I  was  bom,  and  have  now  a  family,  in  this  city;  but  with  the  hope  of 
gaining  a  support  for  a  future  day,  and  having  a  very  great  prospect  be- 
fore me,  I  went  to  Quebec/.;  and  there  set  up  and  followed  my  business, 
which  is  hat  making,  and  found  it  answered  beyond  my  expectation.  I 
engrossed  the  good  will  of  the  inhabitants  in  general  for  near  two  years, 
until  those  unhappy  disturbances  commenced,  at  which  time  I  frequently, 
and  with  some  warmth,  expressed  myself  for  the  glorious  cause  for  which 
we  are  now  contending,  but  was  taken  up  and  confined  in  Jail  for  thirty- 
seven  days  upon  suspicion  of  supplying  General  Arnold  with  arms  and 
ammunition  ;  for  the  space  of  which  time,  they  gave  me  three  common 
loaves  of  bread,  and  no  other  subsistence  save  water ;  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  I  was  released,  and  ordered  to  leave  town  the  next  day,  leaving 
all  I  was  worth  in  the  world  behind  me,  and  deprived  of  bringing  my 
books  or  anything  but  my  clothes  along  witli  me.  I  left  Quebech  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th  of  December,  and  joined  the  brave,  though  unfortu- 
nate. General  Montgomery,  as  a  volunteer.  That  gentleman,  a  few  days 
after,  was  pleased  to  appoint  me  Conductor  of  Military  Stores,  with  great 
assurances  of  future  good  offices ;  but  by  that  gentleman's  unfortunate 
fall,  I  have  been  neglected. 

At  the  storming  of  Quebech  I  had  the  honour  te  lead  General  .Irnold'a 
party  as  a  guide,  but  was  unfortunately  wounded  at  the  taking  of  the 
lirst  battery,  and  was  brought  off  and  continued  in  the  Army  before 


The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  Letter  from 
Governour  Trumbull;  and,  after  .some  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  iwst- 
poned ;  and,  in  the  mean  while,  that  Governour  Trumbull 
be  desired  to  send  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  Cannon 
left  at  New-London  by  Commodore  Hopkins,  their  number, 
size,  bore,  and  weight,  and  also  an  account  of  the  other 
Cannon  there. 

A  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in 
the  Southern  Department,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed, 
was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

The  Board  of  War  and  Ordnance,  to  whom  the  para- 
graph of  a  Letter  from  the  General  was  referred,  brought  in 
their  Report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration.  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  six  Companies  of  Riflemen,  in  addition 
to  the  three  Companies  now  at  New-York,  be  raised,  and 
the  whole  regimented ;  and  that  a  Commission  be  granted 
to  Captain  Stephenson  to  be  Colonel  of  the  said  Regiment 
of  Riflemen  which  is  to  be  inlisted  for  three  years,  unless 
sooner  discharged  by  Congress;  the  men  to  be  allowed  a 
bounty  of  ten  Dollars  ;  and  that  the  eldest  Moses  Rowlings, 
from  Maryland,  lately  of  the  Rifle  Companies,  be  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel, and  the  Captain  of  the  other  Company,  Otho 
Holland  Williams,  Major  of  the  said  Regiment. 

That  four  Companies  of  Riflemen,  for  the  said  Regiment, 
be  raised  in  Virgiiiia,  and  two  in  Maryland,  the  pay  of  the 
men  to  commence  from  the  time  they  shall  be  armed  and 
mustered ;  their  Arms  to  be  appraised  by  the  Committee  of 
the  County,  and  paid  for  by  the  United  Colonies. 

That  General  Washington  be  directed  forthwith  to  send 
to  this  Congress  a  complete  list  of  all  the  vacancies  in  the 
Army,  and  the  names  of  such  Officers  as  he  can  recom- 
mend for  filling  thein. 

The  Committee  of  Clainis  reported  that  there  is  due — 

To  Robert  Erwin,  Wagon  master,  the  sum  of  241  51-90 
Dollars,  a  balance  of  three  Teams  that  went  to  North- Ca- 
rolina with  Powder ; 

To  Dr.  Frederick  Fhyle,  for  Medicines  and  attendance 
of  the  Fifth  Penmylvania  Battalion,  from  the  time  of  their 
imbodying  to  the  13th  of  June,  1776,  the  sum  of  532  51-90 
Dollars ; 

To  John  Bates,  for  Camp-Kettles,  the  sum  of  68  Dollars ; 

To  Elizabeth  Slaydon,  the  sum  of  24  Dollars,  for  nursing 
and  boarding  two  Soldiers ;  of  which  sum  Captain  Steward 
is  to  be  charged  with  13  30-90  Dollars,  for  nursing  and 
boarding  the  man  he  wounded  in  the  State-House  yard ;  the 
remainder  to  the  Continent ;  the  said  24  Dollars  to  be  paid 
to  Colonel  T.  Matlack; 

To  Rachel  Hewen,  the  sum  of  5  30-90  Dollars,  for  nurs- 
ing and  boarding  two  Soldiers  of  the  Continental  Army; 

That  there  be  repaid  to  Robert  Moore  the  sum  of  7  Dol- 
lars, which  was  stopped  out  of  his  pay  by  Captain  M.  Smith, 
the  same  having  been  by  him  expended  for  Provisions,  when 
he  was  left  sick  by  his  Company  in  Canada. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

Quebeck  all  the  winter,  until  the  6th  of  May,  when  the  whole  Army 
retreated  to  Point  Desc/tambault,  from  thence  to  Sorel.  I  there  got 
permission  of  General  Jlrnold  to  return  to  Philadelphia,  with  assurances 
of  that  gentleman's  friendship;  but  through  hurry  and  neglect  I  declined 
getting  his  recommendation,  but  trust  there  are  gentlemen  in  this  city 
who  will  give  me  the  character  of  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman. 

I  beg,  sir,  you  will  lay  my  situation  before  the  honourable  Congress, 
and  in  whatever  station  they  are  pleased  to  appoint  me,  I  hope  I  shall 
act  with  honour  to  my  country,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  that  honourable 
body.  Your  laying  my  unfortunate  situation  before  that  honourable 
Board,  will  do  me  great  honour,  and  greatly  oblige,  sir,  your  Honour's 
most  obedient,  most  humble  servant,  William  Holtos. 

PniLiiiF.LruiA,  June  26,  1776. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

To  the  Honourable  Continental  Congreaa: 

Being  called  upon  by  Mr.  ll'itliam  Holton,  formerly  Conductor  of 
Military  Stores  in  the  camp  before  Quebeck,  for  both  his  private  and 
publick  character  there,  we  do  hereby  certify  that  that  gentleman  has 
behaved  himself  like  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman  in  every  respect. 

Lewis  Dubois,  Colonel. 

June  26,  1776.  Jacobus  S.  Bavry,IJeut.  Col. 

This  is  to  certify  that  Mr.  William  Holton,  late  Conductor  of  Stores  in 
the  camp  near  Quebeck,  in  Canada,  behaved  himself  while  in  that  sta- 
tion like  a  good  soldier  and  a  gentleman  in  every  respect,  so  far  as  the 
subscriber  was  acquainted  with  him.  Johjt  Buown,  Colonel. 

June  27,  1776. 
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Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  Dr.  Huston,  who  was  ap- 
pointed Surgeon  to  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Battahon,  be 
stopped  till  further  orders  of  Congress,  and  that  the  Pay- 
master be  notified  thereof. 

The  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  devise  a  mode 
of  raising  the  German  Battalion  voted  on  the  25th  of  May 
last,  brought  in  their  Report ;  which  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  four  Companies  of  Germans 
be  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  and  four  Companies  in  Maryland, 
to  compose  the  said  Regiment. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Pennsylvania  immediately  to  appoint  proper  Officers  for,  and 
direct  the  inlistment  of,  the  four  Companies  to  be  raised  in 
that  Colony. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention,  or,  in  their 
recess,  to  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland,  immediately  to 
appoint  proper  Officers  for,  and  direct  the  inlistment  of,  the 
four  Companies  to  be  raised  in  that  Colony. 

That  the  said  Companies  be  inlisted  to  serve  for  three 
years,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  Congress,  and  receive 
bounty,  pay,  rations,  and  all  other  allowances  equal  to  any 
of  the  Continental  Troops. 

That  the  said  Companies  be  entitled  to  pay  and  subsist- 
ence from  the  time  of  inlistment. 

That  the  said  Companies,  when  raised,  be  formed  into  a 
Battalion,  under  the  command  of  such  Field-Officers  as  the 
Congress  shall  appoint. 

That  the  rank  of  the  Captains  of  the  said  Companies  be 
regulated  as  Congress  shall  hereafter  direct. 

That  5,000  Dollars  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
o(  Pennsylvania,  and  5,000  Dollars  to  the  Convention,  or, 
in  their  recess,  to  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland,  to  de- 
fray the  expense  of  raising  the  said  Companies. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention, 
or,  in  their  recess,  to  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland,  to 
appoint  the  Officers,  and  to  forward,  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition, the  raising  the  two  Companies  of  Riflemen. 

The  several  mattei-s  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  Jane  28,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
Petition  and  Accounts  of  Thomas  Thomson,  reported. 

That  there  ought  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Thomson  the  sum 
of  750  Dollars,  in  part  of  an  account  for  Lumber  said  to  have 
been  delivered  by  Simon  Metcalfxo  the  forces  belonging  to 
the  Continent  at  St.  Johns,  in  Canada. 

The  said  Committee  further  reported  that  there  is  due — 

To  Thomas  Mayberry  the  sum  of  1 17  29-90  Dollars,  for 
plated  Iron. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  sums  be  paid. 

A  Petition  from  Colonel  James  Easton  was  presented  to 
Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  miscarriages  in 
Canada. 

A  Petition  from  William  Fool  was  presented  to  Congress, 
and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  making 
provision  for  wounded  and  disabled  Soldiers. 

Francis  Iloplcinson,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Delegates  of  New- 
Jersey,  attended,  and  produced  the  Credentials  of  their  ap- 
pointment, which  was  read,  as  follows,  viz: 

"  In  Provincial  Congress,  New-Jersey,  Burlington,  ? 

June  21,  1776.      5 

"  The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Delegates  to 
represent  this  Colony  in  Continental  Congress,  when  Rich- 
ard Stockton,  Abraham  Clark,  John  Hart,  and  Francis 
Hopkinson,  Esqs.,  and  Dr.  John  Witherspoon,  were  elected 
by  ballot,  to  serve  for  one  year,  unless  a  new  appointment 
be  made  before  that  time. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  following  Instructions  be  given  to 
the  Delegates  as  aforesaid :  The  Congress  empower  and 
direct  you,  in  the  name  of  this  Colony,  to  join  with  the 
Delegates  of  the  other  Colonies  in  Continental  Congress,  in 
the  most  vigorous  measures  for  supporting  the  just  rights  and 
liberties  oi' America ;  and  if  you  shall  judge  it  necessary  or 
expedient  for  this  purpose,  we  empower  you  to  join  with 


them  in  declaring  the  United  Colonies  independent  of  Great 
Britain,  entering  into  a  Confederation  for  union  and  conniion 
defence,  making  treaties  with  foreign  nations  for  commerce 
and  assistance,  and  to  take  such  other  measures  as  may  ap- 
pear to  them  and  you  necessary  for  these  great  ends ;  pro- 
mising to  support  them  witii  the  whole  force  of  this  Pro- 
vince ;  always  observing  that,  whatever  plan  of  Confederacy 
you  enter  into,  the  regulating  the  internal  police  ol  this  Pro- 
vince is  to  be  reserved  to  the  Colony  Legislature. 

"  By  order  of  Congress : 

"  Samuel  Tuckek,  President. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

"  William  Patterson,  Secretary." 

The  Board  of  War  brought  in  a  Report,  which  was  read, 
in  these  words : 

Monsieur  Le  Chevalier  de  Kirmovan  having  produced  to 
the  Board  indubitable  credentials  of  his  good  character  and 
superior  abilities  in  the  art  of  war,  and  particularly  as  an 
Engineer,*  the  Board  resolved  to  recommend  him  to  Con- 
gress as  a  person  who  can  be  much  confided  in  ;  and  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  employ  him  in  planning  and 
laying  out  the  Fortification  agreed  by  Congress  to  be  erected 
at  Billingsport,  on  the  River  Delaware. 

The  said  Report  being  again  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hopkinson  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  preparing  a  Plan  of  Confederation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sell 
to  the  Committee  of  Salem  County,  in  New-Jersey,  three 
hundred  pounds  of  Powder. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Declaration,  &ic., 
brought  in  a  draft ;  which  was  read. 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  Christopher  Champlin  was  presented  to 
Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Members  chosen  :  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Alsop,  and  Mr. 
Gerry. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Floyd, 
be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  Anthony  Mosengeil  on  the 
subject  of  manufacturing  Sulphur. 

That  30  Dollars  be  advanced  to  the  said  Committee, 
they  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers  be  empowered  to  advance 
to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding 100,000  Dollars,  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania  to 
be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  superintending  the 
Treasury  be  directed  to  nominate  and  appoint  six  persons  to 
sign  and  number  the  Million  of  Dollars  ordered  to  be  struck 
in  small  change. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  July  1,  1776. 

Sundry  Letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz : 

One  from  General  Washington,  of  June  27,  1776,  ac- 
companied with  one  from  General  Ward  of  the  20th  of  the 
same  month  to  General  Washington;  one  from  General 
Schuyler  of  the  25th  June ;  one  from  General  Arnold  of  the 
25th  June  to  General  Washington ;  and  one  from  General 
Sullivan  to  General  Schuyler;  three  to  General  Sullivan,  to 
wit :  one  from  General  Arnold,  Chambly,  Jum  13,  one  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Antill,  June  13,  and  one  from  Colonel 
Hazen,  June  13,  with  sundry  Letters  and  papers  enclosed; 

Another  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of  the  28th 
June,  enclosing  sundry  papers. 

A  third  Letter  from  General  Washington  of  the  27th,  by 

'Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Dubouro  to  Dr.  Frahklik,  dated 
Paris,  JlfarcA  24,  1776. 

I  very  seriously  think  the  Chevalier  dc  Kirmovan  is  one  of  the  best 
men  your  country  can  acquire.  He  has  already  embraced  its  sentiments, 
and  neither  demands,  nor  has  the  ambition  of  obtaining,  any  rank  until 
his  zeal  and  talents  have  been  experienced.  He  is  even  willing  to  devote 
himself  to  all  dangers,  as  a  simple  volunteer,  with  as  good  and  cheerful 
a  will  as  if  he  had  the  chief  command ;  besides,  he  appears  to  me  well 
instructed  in  the  military  art,  of  which  our  Fribbles  hardly  know  the 
name,  itc. 
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an  Officer  who  attended  to  guard  Major  Rodgers  to  Phila- 
delphia. 

A  Letter  fioni  tlie  Convention  of  New-Jersey,  of  the  29th 
June,  and  one  from  Mr.  'l\icker,  enclosing  a  Letter  from 
two  Prisonci-s  at  Burlington. 

A  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  Neto-Hampshire,  of  the 
17ih  June. 

A  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Leu-is,  from  HWiams- 
burgh,  of  June  17,  with  some  Memorandums  from  Brigadier 
H.  Mercer. 

A  Letter  from  B.  Harrison,  Jun.,  Deputy  Paymaster- 
General  to  the  Southern  Department,  with  a  Return  of  his 
Account  to  the  2i2d  June. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  6,000  Dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers  in  favour  of  Richard  Graham,  of  Virginia, 
in  full  of  a  Draft  in  his  favour  of  the  20th  Juiie,  by  Briga- 
dier-General Lewis,  and  that  tlie  same  be  charged  to  the 
account  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  Deputy  Paymaster-General 
for  Virginia. 

A  Resolution  of  the  Convention  of  Maryland,  passed  the 
2Bth  of  June,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  as  follows: 

"  That  the  instructions  given  to  their  Deputies  in  Decem- 
ber last  be  recalled,  and  tlie  restrictions  therein  contained 
removed  ;  and  that  the  Deputies  of  said  Colony,  or  any  three 
or  more  of  them,  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  concur 
with  the  other  United  Colonies,  or  a  majority  of  them,  in  de- 
claring the  United  Colonies  free  and  independent  States,  in 
forming  such  further  compact  and  confederation  between 
them,  in  making  foreign  alliances,  and  in  adopting  such  other 
measures  as  shall  be  adjudged  necessary  for  securing  the 
liberties  of  America;  and  that  said  Colony  will  hold  itself 
bound  by  the  resolutions  of  a  majority  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies in  the  premises,  provided  the  sole  and  exclusive  right 
of  regulating  the  internal  government  and  police  of  that  Co- 
lony be  reserved  to  the  people  thereof." 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  Re- 
solution respecting  Independency. 

That  the  Declaration  be  referred  to  said  Committee. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  After  some  time  the  President  resumed  die  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  come  to 
a  Resolution,  which  tliey  desired  him  to  report,  and  to  move 
lor  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Resolution  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
being  read,  the  determination  thereof  was,  at  the  request  of 
a  Colony,  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a  Brigadier-General  acting  in  a  separate 
Department  be  allowed  an  Aid-de-Camp. 

A  Letter  of  the  29th  from  General  Washington  was  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Letters  this  day  received  be  referred 
to  the  Board  of  War. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  Declaration  respecting  Independence. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  July  3,  1776. 

Sundry  Letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

One  from  General  Washington,  of  the  30th  of  June,  en- 
closing an  extract  of  a  Letter  from  General  Ward,  of  the 
23d  of  said  month;  a  copy  of  a  Letter  of  the  19th  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  to  General  Howe,  and  a  copy 
of  an  anonymous  Letter,  dated  Watertown,  21st  of  the  same 
month. 

One  from  the  Council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  of  the  26th. 

One  from  Governour  Trumbull,  of  the  20th  of  the  same 
month,  and  one  from  the  Paymaster-General,  with  a  Weekly 
Account. 

Ordered,  That  the  last  be  delivered  to  the  Board  of  Trea- 
sury. 

That  the  Letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  to 
General  Howe  be  published. 

That  the  other  Letters  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  War. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Resolu- 
tion reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  wliich  was 
agreed  to,  as  follows : 


Resolved,  That  these  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  rit'ht 
ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  States  ;  that  they  are  ab- 
solved from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown,  and  that 
all  political  connection  between  them  and  the  State  of  Great 
Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and  after  some  time 
the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  rejiort- 
ed,  that  the  Committee  nave  had  under  consideration  the 
Declaration  to  them  referred  ;  but  not  having  had  time  to  go 
through  the  same,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  a-'ain. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  die  Whole,  to  take  into  their 
further  consideration  the  Declaration  respecting  Indepen- 
dence. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that,  in  obedience  to  their 
order,  Captain  Whipple  and  Captain  Saltonstall  were  arrived 
in  Philadelphia, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Marine  Committee  inquire  into  the 
complaints  exhibited  against  them,  and  report  thereon  to  Con- 
gress. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  July  .3,  1776. 

A  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  New- Jersey,  of  the  2d, 
and  a  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affaii-s  in  the 
Southern  Department,  dated  Augusta,  May  21,  together  with 
an  account  of  their  expenses,  and  the  Minutes  of  their  Con- 
ference widi  the  Indians  in  that  Department,  were  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Account  of  the  Commissioners  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Letter  from  the 
Convention  of  New-Jersey.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania 
be  requested  to  send  as  many  of  the  Troops  of  their  Colony 
as  they  can  spare  to  Monmouth  County,  in  New-Jersey,  to 
the  assistance  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  Colony,  and  to  be 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Commander-in-Chief;  the  said 
Troops  to  be  allowed  the  same  pay  and  rations  as  the 
Troops  in  the  service  of  the  Continent,  from  the  time  of  their 
march  until  their  return. 

That  a  Circular  Letter  be  written  to  the  Committee  of 
Inspection  of  the  several  Counties  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
Troops  are  raised  or  raising  to  form  the  Flying-Camp,  re- 
questing them  to  send  the  Troops  by  Battalions,  or  detach- 
ments of  Battalions,  or  Companies,  as  fast  as  raised,  to  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  except  those  raised  in  the  Counties  of 
Bucks,  Berks,  and  Northampton,  which  are  to  be  directed 
to  march,  as  aforesaid,  to  New-Brunswick,  in  New-Jersey. 

That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Resolutions  be  sent  to  Ge- 
neral Washington,  and  that  he  be  desired  to  appoint  a  proper 
Officer  to  command  the  Flying-Camp,  and  also  direct  proper 
persons  to  supply  the  men  with  Rations. 

Resolved,  That  the  Marine  Committee  be  empowered  to 
contract  with  Shipwrights,  to  go  to  Lake  Champlain,  on  the 
following  terms: 

To  allow  each  man  34  Dollars  and  two-thirds  per  month ; 
one  month's  pay  to  be  advanced,  on  their  giving  security,  if 
required. 

Each  man  to  be  allowed  a  Ration  and  a  half,  and  one 
half-pint  of  Rum,  per  day. 

Their  Tools  and  Arms  to  be  valued. 

Two-thirds  of  their  Wages  to  be  paid  monthly,  to  whom- 
soever they  shall  leave  the  power  of  receiving  it. 

Their  Pay  to  commence  from  the  day  they  sign  Articles, 
and  continue  until  they  are  discharged,  with  an  allowance  of 
one  day's  pay  for  every  twenty  miles  between  the  place 
where  they  are  discharged,  and  their  respective  homes. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  IVilson,  two  of  the 
Commissioners  for  Indian  Affaii-s  in  the  Middle  Department, 
be  authorized  to  discharge  the  Bills  drawn  by  Mr.  Morgan 
on  the  Commissioners  of  that  Department. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  fur- 
ther consideration  the  Declaration  ;  and,  after  some  time,  the 
President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported  that 
the  Committee,  not  having  yet  gone  through  it,  desired  leave 
to  sit  again. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their 
further  consideration  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  July  4,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  supply  of  Flints  for  the  Troops 
at  Neiv-  York ;  and  that  Delaware  Government  and  Mary- 
land be  requested  to  imbody  their  Militia  for  the  Flying- 
Camp,  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  to  march  them, 
without  delay,  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  fur- 
ther consideration  the  Declaration ;  and,  after  some  time,  the 
President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that 
the  Commiltee  have  agreed  to  a  Declaration,  which  they 
desired  him  to  report. 

The  Declaration  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 
A  DECLARATION 

BT  THE 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 
m   GENERAL   CONGRESS   ASSEMBLED. 

When,  in  the  course  of  human  Events,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary for  one  People  to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which 
have  connected  them  with  another,  and  to  assume  amonir 
the  Powers  of  the  Earth  the  separate  and  equal  Station  to 
which  the  Laws  of  Nature  and  of  Nature's  God  entitle  them, 
a  decent  Respect  to  the  Opinions  of  Mankind  requires  that 
they  should  declare  the  causes  which  impel  them  to  the 
Separation. 

We  hold  these  Truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  Men 
are  created  Equal,  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator 
with  certain  unalienable  Rights,  that  among  these  are  Life, 
Liberty,  and  the  Pursuit  of  Happiness — That  to  secure 
these  Rights,  Governments  are  instituted  among  men,  de- 
riving their  just  Powers  from  the  Consent  of  the  Governed, 
that  whenever  any  Form  of  Government  becomes  destruc- 
tive of  these  Ends,  it  is  the  Right  of  the  People  to  alter  or  to 
abolish  it,  and  to  institute  new  Government,  laying  its  Foun- 
dations on  such  Principles,  and  organizing  its  Powers  in  such 
Form,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  Safety 
and  Happiness.  Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate  that  Go- 
vernments long  established  should  not  be  changed  for  light 
and  transient  Causes  ;  and  accordingly  all  Experience  hath 
shewn,  that  Mankind  are  more  disposed  to  suffer,  while 
Evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  themselves  by  abolishing 
the  Forms  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  But  when  a  long 
train  of  Abuses  and  Usurpations,  pursuing  invariably  the 
same  Object,  evinces  a  Design  to  reduce  them  under  abso- 
lute Despotism,  it  is  their  Right,  it  is  their  Duty,  to  throw 
off  such  Government,  and  to  provide  new  Guards  for  their 
future  Security.  Such  has  been  the  patient  Sufferance  of 
these  Colonies ;  and  such  is  now  the  Necessity  which  con- 
strains them  to  alter  their  former  Systems  of  Government. 
The  history  of  the  present  King  of  Great  Britain  is  a  his- 
tory of  repeated  Injuries  and  Usurpations,  all  having  in  di- 
rect object  the  establishment  of  an  absolute  Tyranny  over 
these  States.  To  prove  this,  let  Facts  be  submitted  to  a 
candid  World. 

He  has  refused  his  assent  to  Laws  the  most  wholesome 
and  necessary  for  the  jDublick  Good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  Governours  to  pass  Laws  of  imme- 
diate and  pressing  Importance,  unless  suspended  in  their 
Operation  till  his  Assent  should  be  obtained  ;  and  when  so 
suspended,  he  has  utterly  neglected  to  attend  to  them. 

He  has  refused  to  pass  other  Laws  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  large  Districts  of  People,  unless  those  People  would 
relinquish  the  Right  of  Representation  in  the  Legislature,  a 
Right  inestimable  to  them,  and  formidable  to  Tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  Legislative  Bodies  at  places  un- 
usual, uncomfortable,  and  distant  from  the  depository  of  their 
publick  Records,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them  into 
compliance  with  his  measures. 

He  has  dissolved  Representative  Houses  repeatedly,  for 
opposing  with  manly  firmness  his  invasions  on  the  rights  of 
the  People. 

He  has  refused  for  a  long  time,  after  such  Dissolutions, 
to  cause  others  to  be  elected  ;  whereby  the  Legislative  Pow- 
ers, incapable  of  annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  People 


at  large  for  their  exercise  ;  the  State  remaining  in  the  mean 
time  exposed  to  all  the  dangers  of  Invasion  from  without, 
and  Convulsions  within. 

He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  Population  of  these 
States ;  for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  Laws  for  Naturali- 
zation of  Foreigners ;  refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage 
their  migrations  hither,  and  raising  the  conditions  of  new 
appropriations  of  Lands. 

He  has  obstructed  the  Administration  of  Justice,  by  re- 
fusing his  assent  to  Laws  for  establishing  Judiciary  Powers. 

He  has  made  Judges  dependent  on  his  Will  alone  for  the 
tenure  of  their  Offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their 
Salaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  Offices,  and  sent  hither 
swarms  of  Officers  to  harass  our  People,  and  eat  out  their 
substance. 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  Peace,  Standing  Ar- 
mies, without  the  consent  of  our  Legislatures. 

He  has  affected  to  render  the  Military  independent  of 
and  superior  to  the  Civil  Power. 

He  has  combined  with  others  to  subject  us  to  a  Jurisdic- 
tion foreign  to  our  Constitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our 
Laws ;  giving  his  assent  to  their  Acts  of  pretended  Legisla- 
tion: 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  Armed  Troops  among  us : 

For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  Trial,  from  Punishment 
for  any  Murders  which  they  should  commit  on  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  these  States : 

For  cutting  off  our  Trade  with  all  parts  of  the  World : 

For  imposing  Taxes  on  us  without  our  consent : 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cases,  of  the  benefits  of  Trial 
by  Jury: 

For  transporting  us  beyond  Seas  to  be  tried  for  pretended 
offences : 

For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English  Laws  in  a  neigh- 
bouring Province,  establishing  therein  an  arbitrary  Govern- 
ment, and  enlarging  its  Boundaries,  so  as  to  render  it  at  once 
an  example  and  fit  instrument  for  introducing  the  same  ab- 
solute rule  into  these  Colonies  : 

For  taking  away  our  Charters,  abolishing  our  most  valu- 
able Laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  the  Forms  of  our  Go- 
vernments : 

For  suspending  our  own  Legislatures,  and  declaring  them- 
selves invested  with  power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases 
whatsoever. 

He  has  abdicated  Government  here,  by  declaring  us  out 
of  his  protection,  and  waging  war  against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  Seas,  ravaged  our  Coasts,  burnt  our 
Towns,  and  destroyed  the  Ijives  of  our  People. 

He  is,  at  this  time,  transporting  large  Armies  of  foreign 
Mercenaries  to  complete  the  works  of  Death,  Desolation,  and 
Tyranny,  already  begun  with  circumstances  of  cruelty  and 
perfidy  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most  barbarous  Ages,  and 
totally  unworthy  the  Head  of  a  civilized  Nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  fellow-citizens  taken  captive  on 
the  high  seas  to  bear  arms  against  their  country,  to  become 
the  executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  them- 
selves by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domestick  Insurrections  amongst  us,  and 
has  endeavoured  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  Frontiers, 
the  merciless  Indian  Savages,  whose  known  rule  of  warfare 
is  an  undistinguished  destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  con- 
ditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  Oppressions  we  have  petitioned 
for  redress  in  the  most  hurhble  terms :  our  repeated  Petitions 
have  been  answered  only  by  repeated  Injury.  A  Prince, 
whose  character  is  thus  marked  by  every  act  which  may 
define  a  Tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  Ruler  of  a  free  People. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attentions  to  our  British 
brethren.  We  have  warned  them,  from  time  to  time,  of 
attempts  by  their  Legislature  to  extend  an  unwarrantable 
Jurisdiction  over  us.  We  have  reminded  them  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  our  emigration  and  settlement  here.  We 
have  appealed  to  their  native  justice  and  magnanimity,  and 
we  have  conjured  them  by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred 
to  disavow  these  usurpations,  which  would  inevitably  inter- 
rupt our  connections  and  correspondence.  They,  too,  have 
been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  justice  and  of  consanguinity.  We 
must,  therefore,  acquiesce  in  the  necessity  which  denounces 
our  separation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  man- 
kind. Enemies  in  war,  in  peace,  friends. 
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We,  therefore,  the  Representatives  of  the  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA,  in  General  Congress  As- 
sembled, appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  World  for 
the  Rectitude  of  our  Intentions,  do,  in  tlie  Name,  and  by 
the  Authority  of  the  good  People  of  these  Colonies,  solemnly 
Publish  and  Declare,  That  these  United  Colonies  arc,  and 
of  Right  ought  to  be,  Frkk  and  Independent  States  ; 
that  they  are  absolved  from  all  Allegiance  to  the  British 
Ctown,  and  that  all  political  Connection  between  them  and 
the  Stale  of  Great  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dis- 
solved ;  and  that  as  Free  and  Independent  States,  they 
have  full  power  to  levy  War,  conclude  Peace,  contract 
Alliances,  establish  Commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  Acts  and 
Things  which  Independent  States  may  of  right  do.  And 
for  the  support  of  this  Declaration,  with  a  firm  Reliance  on 
the  Protection  of  divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to 
each  other  our  Lives,  our  Fortunes,  and  our  sacred  Honour. 

Ordered,  That  the  Declaration  be  authenticated  and  print- 
ed. 

That  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  Declaration 
superintend  and  correct  the  press. 

Resolved,  Tliat  copies  of  the  Declaration  be  sent  to  the 
several  Assemblies,  Conventions,  and  Committees  or  Coun- 
cils of  Safety,  and  to  the  several  Commanding  Officers  of 
the  Continental  Troops ;  that  it  be  proclaimed  in  each  of  the 
United  States,  and  at  the  head  of  the  Army. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Hewes  determine 
the  hire  of  Mr.  Walker's  Vessel,  which  was  employed  by 
Commodore  Hopkins  in  the  service  of  the  Continent. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  New-York, 
July  3d,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  of  New- York,  New- Jer- 
sey, and  Pennsylvania,  be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Comnriittee 
of  Inspection  and  Observation  for  the  City  and  Liberties  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Battalions  of  the 
said  City  and  Liberties,  on  the  best  means  of  defending  the 
Colonies  o{ New-Jersey  and  Pennsylvania;  and  that  they 
be  empowered  to  send  expresses  where  necessary. 

That  the  Secret  Committee  be  instructed  to  order  the  Flints 


belonging  to  the  Continent,  and  now  at  Rhade-Lland,  to 
be  sent  to  the  General  at  ]\'ew-York. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wisner  be  empowered  to  send  a 
man,  at  the  publick  expense,  to  Orange  County,  for  a  sample 
of  Flint-Stone. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  two  Com- 
missioners for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Middle  Department; 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Jasper  Yates  and  John  Mont- 
gomery, Esquires,  were  elected. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Wilson  inform  the 
above-named  gentlemen  of  their  appointment,  and  desire 
them  to  attend  the  treaty  with  the  Indiana  at  Pittsburgh, 
on  the  day  appointed ;  and,  also,  to  appoint  some  persons 
to  procure  goods  necessary  for  the  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  filling  up  the 
vacancies  in  the  Committee  for  Indian  Affairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  empowered  to  employ 
another  Private  Secretary. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  War  be  empowered  to  em- 
ploy such  a  number  of  pereons  as  they  shall  find  necessary, 
to  manufacture  Flints  for  the  Continent ;  and,  for  this  pur- 
pose, to  apply  to  the  respective  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
and  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety  of  the  United  Ameri- 
can States,  or  Committees  of  Inspection  of  the  Counties 
and  Towns  thereunto  belonging,  for  the  names  and  places 
of  abode  of  persons  skilled  in  the  manufactory  aforesaid,  and 
of  the  places,  in  their  respective  States,  where  the  best  Flint- 
Stones  are  to  be  obtained,  with  samples  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  3  Dollars  and  54-90ths,  be 
drawn  on  the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  the  Express  who 
brought  the  Despatches  from  Trenton. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Jefferson,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  device  for  a  Seal  for 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sell 
twenty-five  pounds  of  Powder  to  John  Garrison,  of  North- 
Carolina. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


END  OF  THE  SIXTH  AND  LAST  VOLUME  OF  THE  FOURTH  SERIES. 

Washikotos,  May  20,  1845. 
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Soldiers  chargeable  with  injury  to,       -         -     525 
Authority  to  contract  for,  in  Europe,    -         -     619 
Appointment  of  Collectors  of,  from  Non-As- 
sociators,    ------     889 

Return  of  the  state  of,  in  Army  at  New- York,  1121 
Order  for  the  purchase  of,  by  New- York  Con- 
gress,   1323 

Bad  state  of,  in  Ritzema's  Regiment,  -  -  1331 
Congress  empower  Washington  to  purchase,    1669 

Armstrong,  Brigadier-General  John,  to  Brigadier- 
General  Howe,    -         -        -         -        -    612 
Is  stationed  at  Haddrell's  Point,  -         -1188 

His  correspondence  with  Colonel  Moultrie,  -  1190 

Armstrong,  Bennet,  Recantation  of,  to  Virginia  Con- 
vention,     ------     984 

Army,  mistake  about  the  "  Provincial,"  acknowledged,  82 
Estimate  laid  before  House  of  Commons,  98,  143 
Return  of  the  Boston,  demanded,  -  -  99 
Difficulties  of  an,  in  America,  -  .  -  128 
Corrupting  effects  of  Lord  North's  Bill  on,  -  226 
State  of  American,  before  Quebeck,  -  -  389 
Conduct  of  the  Canada,  complained  of,  -  413 
Trouble  in  commissioning  Officers  for,  -     423 

Distresses  of  the  Canada,  -  -  -  430,  438 
Further  particulars  from  the  same,  -  -  452 
Schuyler's  account  of  distresses  in  his,  -     480 

Order  forbidding  inoculation  in,  -         -     525 

General  Return  of,  at  New- York,  527,  893,  1120 
Call  for  money  for,  at  Albany,  -  -  -  537 
Arnold's  confidence  of  supporting,  -  -  579 
Commissioners'  account  of  the  Canada,  587,  590 
No  Return  from,  to  Schuyler,  .  -  -  641 
Sullivan's  account  of  the  Canada,  -  -  679 
State  of,  at  New-York,  -  -  -  -  725 
Congress  authorize  a  Chief  Engineer  for,  -  757 
Washington's  appeal  to,  in  General  Orders,  -  1270 

Arnold,  Brigadier-General,  Letters  from  to  Washing- 
ton,     389,  1107 

Letters  from,  to  General  Schuyler,  -  -  452, 
480,  925,  976,  1038,  1039 
Letter  to,  from  General  Thomas,  -  -  482 
News  received  at  Montreal  from,  -  -  578 
Letters  from,  to  the  Canada  Commissioners,      579, 

580,  592,  595 
Takes  post  at  La  Chine,  .        -         -     591 

But  returns  immediately  to  St.  Ann,  -  -  591 
Rejects  the  offer  for  exchange  of  Prisoners,  -  591 
Signs  a  cartel  for  the  exchange,  -  -  -  597 
Samuel  Chase's  opinion  of  his  capitulation,  -  685 
March  of,  to  the  Cedars,  -  -  -  -  692 
Washington  anticipates  defeat  of,  -  -  742 
Rumor  of  his  victory  not  credited,  -  -  757 
His  Letters  to  Sullivan,  -  -  -  796,  924 
His  narrow  escape  from  Montreal,  -  -  930 
Carlcton's  mention  of,  -  -  -  -  1003 
Sullivan's  comments  on  the  conduct  of,  1036, 1104 
His  arrival  at  Albany,       -        -         -         -  1102 


Arnold,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  Con- 
necticut Militia,    -         -         -         -         -     871 
Arnold,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant  in  Connecticut 

Militia, 874 

Arolson,  the  Treaty  of,       -        -        -        -        -    356 

Articles,  invoice  of,  sent  to  Albany,       ...     56,3 
Artificers,  corps  of,  formed,  -         -         -         -  11 49 

Artillery,  pay  of,        -----         -     577 

Ari-ival  of,  at  Newburyport,        -         .         -     629 
Stores  at  Fort  Constitution,        -         -         .     677 
Officers  much  needed,       ....     776 

Return  of  Knox's,   -         -         -         -    893,1121 

Disposition  of,  at  New- York,      .         -         .     920 
Ashbumham,  Lord,  made  Keeper  of  the  Stole,        -     158 
Asliby,  Mass.,  Vote  of,  on  Independence,       -         -     706 
Ashe,  Brigadier-General,  commanding  at  Wilming- 
ton, North-Carolina,      -         .         .         -  1443 
Asia,  first  hostilities  commenced  in,        -         -         -       3S 
Asia,  man-of-war,  intercourse  of,  w  ith  the  shore,       -     725 
Assemblies,  importance  of,  to  America,  -         -         -       28 
Difficulty  of  treating  with  several,        -         -     173 
Assembly,  the  Nova-Scotia  House  of,     -         -         -       61 
Assessors,  Memorial  of,  for  Poor  tax  in  New- York,       627 
Association,  Commktee  appointed  in  New- York  Con- 
gress to  explain,  -         -         -         -         -1414 

Report  of  Mr.  Jay,  in  explanation,      -         -  1420 
Associators,  Returns  of,  ordered,  -         -         -         -     500 

Battalions  of,  ordered  out  for  review,    -         -     567 
Order  for  separate  parade  of,      -         -         -     577 
Resolves  of,  at  Northampton,  Pennsylvania,       614 
Of  Philadelphia,  resolve  to  support  Congress,     784 
Resolves  of  Pennsylvania  Conference  con- 
cerning,     ------     95,3 

Imbodiment  of,  recommended,    -         -         -     964 
Address  of  the  Conference  to,     -         -         -     965 
Meeting  of,  in  Anne  Arundel,  Maryland,      -  1017 
Astley,  Sir  Edward,  opposes  the  Address,      -         -       46 
Athtnians,  conduct  of  Ministers  compared  to  that  of,       96 
Athens,  the  Govei-nment  of,  a  seeming  paradox,       -       29 
Conduct  of,  to  her  Colonies,        -         -         -       96 
AtJcinson,  Angela,  elected  Ensign  Maryland  Militia,     631 
Atkinson,  Thomas,  elected  Ensign  Maryland  Militia,  1483 
Atlee,  Samuel,  Colonel  of  Pennsylvania  Musket  Bat- 
talion,        -        -        -         -        -        -     657 

Attorney-General,  Mr.,  opinion  of,        -         -         -       49 
Opposes  tlie  Previous  Question,          -         -     247 
Ridicules  Mr.  Townshend's  Motion,  -         -     263 
Attorney  Gencro/,  election  of,  in  Virginia  Convention,  1602 
Auchmuty,  Robert,  capture  of,  off  Long  Island,      -  1235 
Aurant,  John,  censure  passed  upon,       -         -         -     562 
Austin,  Aaron,  appointed  Lieutenant  by  Congress,  -  1722 
Auxiliaries,  enumeration  of  the  British,          -         -       79 
Avery,  Humphrey,  Deposition  of,           -         -         -     573 
Avery,  Park,  Jun.,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecti- 
cut Militia,  873 

^uer!/,  Mr.,  difficulties  of  Schuyler  with,         -         -  1190 
Awnings,  bought  up  in  Philadelphia  for  Tents,       -  1299 
.^i^c/,  Mr.,  brought  before  New- York  Committee,  -  1168 
Aylett,  William,  seat  of,  vacated  in  Virginia  Conven- 
tion, -------  1535 

Memorial  from,  as  Commissary,  -         -  1553 

Babcock,  Colonel,  Letter  from,  to  the  President  of 

Congress,    ------     610 

Bachc,  Theophylact,  Letter  from,  to  Philip  Livingston,  1 198 
Bachelor,  Thomas,  claim  of,  allowed  by  Virginia  Con- 
vention,      ------  1581 

Backus,  £6ene^er,  appointed  Major  of  Horse  in  Con- 
necticut Militia,    -----     8S0 

Bacon,  Sir  Anthony,  agrees  with  Ministers,    -         -       69 
Batwi,  Mr.  ^.,  shameful  contract  with,  -         -     317 

Bacon,  Asa,  appointed  Captain  Connecticut  Militia,     874 
Bacon,  Abner,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 874 

Bagot,  Sir  William,  explains  the  Stafford  Address,       82 
Baker,  Lieutenant  William,  Patchen's  abuse  of,      -     570 
Baker,  Jonathan,  suspicions  against,      -         -         -     570 
Proceedings  of  Committee  in  case  of,  -     710 

Is  committed  to  custody  in  New- York,  -  1383 
Baker,  Jeremiah,  appointed  Captain  Maryland  Militia,  1483 
Baker,  Francis,  remission  of  sentence  against,  -  1493 
Baldwin,  Daniel,  Confession  of,  ...    482 
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Baldinn,   Josiah,   appointed   Captain   Connecticut 

Militia,        -         -         -         -         -         -     871 

Baldwin,  Ambrose,  appointed  Ensign  Connecticut 

Militia, -372 

Baldwin,  Israel,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, -     872 

Baldwin,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, 374 

Baldwin,  David,  testimony  of,  in  New- York  con- 
spiracy,      -        -         -        -         -        -1182 

Baldwin,  Cornelius,  appointed  Surgeon  New-Jei-sey 

Militia,        ------  1641 

Ball,  Lieutenant  George,  (of  the  Roebuck)  exchange 

of,  directed, 654 

Exchange  of,  suspended  by  Congress,  -     658 

Is  ordered  before  Pennsylvania  Committee  of 

Safety, 662 

Sent  to  Germantown  on  parole,  -         -     663 

Order  for  removal  of,  to  York,    -         -         -  1283 

Refuses  to  give  his  parole,  -        -         -  1297 

Exchange  of,  again  suspended  by  Congress,  1671 

Ball,  weights  of,  proportioned  to  the  bore,       -         -     667 

Ballendine,  John,  Petition  of,  to  Virginia  Convention,  1525 

Advances  made  to,  for  Blast  Furnaces,         -  1526 

Another  Petition  from,       -         -         -         .  1560 

Trustees  appointed  to  make  advances  to,      -  1567 

Baltimore,  Correspondence  of  the  Committee  of,  with 

Maryland  Council  of  Safety,      -         -  432, 

516,682,683,713,933 
List  of  Officers  in.  Battalions,  -  -  432,583 
List  of  Members  composing  Committee  of,  433 
Proceedings  of  Committee  of,    -  1457-1464 

Pay  to  Militia  Officers  of,  -         -         -  1479 

Militia  appointments  for,    -         -         -         -  1492 
Judges  of  Election  for.  County,         -         -  1497 
Judges  of  Election  for,  Town,    -         -         -  1498 
Bancroft,  Ebenezer,  Chairman  of  Joint  Committee 

of  Westford, 712 

Bancroft,  John,  (of  Mass.)  published  as  an  enemy,  -  998 
Bank,  conduct  of  English,  on  Navy  Bills,  -  -  349 
Banks,  Ebenezer,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, 372 

Banks,  Commodore,  narrow  escape  of,  -         -         -     917 
Baptists,  Petition  of,  to  the  Virginia  Convention,     -  1582 
Bar,  Sugar-Planters  Petition  to  be  heard  at  the,      -       74 
Richard  Penn  examined  at  the,  in  House  of 

Lords, 124 

Barber,  John,  claims  to  be  an  impressed  seaman,     -  1015 
Barber,  John,  elected  Ensign  of  New- York  Militia,  1071 
Barclay,  John,  Chairman  pro  tern,  of  Albany  Com- 
mittee,        _--...     715 
Recommends  Major  Visscher  for  promotion,     726 
Bard,  Dr.,  Money  loaned  to,  by  New-Jersey  Con- 
vention for  Salt-work,    -         -         -         -  1664 
Barley,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant  Maryland Mi- 

htia, 1140 

Barnard,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, 874 

Bamegat,  cruise  of  the  General  Putnam  about,  -  992 
Barnes,  Amos,   appointed   Lieutenant   Connecticut 

Militia, 871 

Barnes,  JoAh,  refuses  to  obey  New-Jersey  Convention,  1649 

Is  superseded  as  Sheriff,    -         -         -         -  1649 

Barnstable,  Mass.,  Vote  of,  on  Independence,         -     705 

Protesters  against  the  Vote  of,  -         -         -     706 

Barre,  Colonel,  sentiments  of,  in  House  of  Commons,       39 

Enjoys  the  "  name,"  not  the  "  advantages" 

of  his  title, 40 

Humorous  reply  of,  to  Lord  North,  -  -  52 
Is  rallied  by  Mr.  Rigby,  -  -  -  -  58 
Recommends  peace  to  Ministers,  -  -  80 
Inquires  for, Returns,  -  -  -  -  98 
Offers  a  Motion  to  that  effect,    -         -  98,  90 

Relates  an  anecdote  to  the  House,  -  -  100 
Fate  of  his  Motions  decided,  -  -  -  100 
Comment  on  Lord  Barrington's  Resolutions,  145 
Ridicules  the  Solicitor-General,  -  -  -  270 
Replies  to  Lord  Barrington,  ...  284 
Replies  to  Mr.  Rigby,  -  -  .  .  286 
Speech  on  the  German  Treaties,  -         -     288 

Concludes  with  moving  an  Address,    -         -     289 


Barre,  Colonel,  contrasts  the  American,  with  other 

wars,   -             -            -            -            -  314 

Moves  for  copies  of  Despatches,      -             -  359 

Speech  in  support  of  his  Motion,     -             .  360 

Speech  in  reply  to  Lord  North,        -  384,  386 

Barrett,  Lemuel,  appointed  Captain  of  Maryland 

Rifles,  -----  1508 
Barrington,  Lord,  replies  to  Colonel  Barre,            40,  288 
Lays  his  Army  Estimates  before  the  House,  98,  143 
Opposes  Colonel  Barre's  call  for  Returns,    -  98 
Produces  Return  of  the  Army  at  Boston,    -  99 
Speech  on  Sir  James  Lowther's  Motion,       -  114 
Moves  for  further  "Supply,"            -             -  114 
His  vote  on  the  Motion,      -             -             -  115 
Defends  the  employment  of  Foreign  Troops,  284 
Barron,  Captains  John  and  James,  Captures  made  by ,  983 
Virginia  Convention  dispose  of  Prizes  made 
by,       -             -           _  -             -             -  1587 
Barrows,  Gershom,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecti- 
cut Militia,        -            -            -             -  874 
Barry,  William,  (Mariner,)  Deposition  of,  -             -  809 
Escape  of,  from  the  Roebuck,          -             -  811 
Barry,  John,  appointed  Captain  of  a  Frigate,         -  1699 
Bartholomew,  John,  appointed  Major  Pennsylvania 

Militia,              -            -            -            -  1195 

Bartlett,  JiWiam,  Agent  for  purchase  of  the  Hannah,  602 

His  Report  to  Washington,             -             -  821 

Bartlett,  Josiah,  Letters  of,  to  J.  Langdon,             -  1021, 

1025,1026,1028,1195 

Bartoe,  Francis,  Deposition  of,     -            -            -  572 
Basford,  Stephen,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia,              -            -            -            -  1472 

Basford,  T.  f.,  appointed  Ensign  Maryland  Militia,  1472 

Bateler,  Henry,  appointed  Captain  Maryland  Militia^  1482 
Bates,  Thomas,  Congress  contract  with,  for  Camp 

Kettles,             -            -            -            -  1707 
Bath,  Lord,  Opinions  of,  referred  to,          -             -  222 
Bathurst,  Lord  Chancellor,            -             -            -  3 
Defends  the  employment  of  Foreign  Troops,  97 
Battalions,  New- York  takes  two  into  pay,  -             -  627 
Report  of  a  Committee  in  New- York  Con- 
gress on,            -            -            -            -  627 
Pennsylvania  provides  for  paying  her  Mus- 
ket,     -            -             -            -            -  657 
Of  Philadelphia  vote  to  support  Congress,    -  784 
List  of  Companies  forming  the  Baltimore,    -  1457 
Baiteau-men,  General  Schuyler's  defence  of  the,      -  91 1 
Batteaus,  Number  of,  required  at  Fort  George,        -  538 
Stoppage  of,  at  German  Flats,         -             -  573 
Report  of  the  number  built  at  Fort  George,  639 
Congress  order  additional  number  of,            -  1685 
Batteries,  Names  given  to,  at  New- York,  -             -  633 
Separate  Returns  from  the  several,  -             -  920 
Bayard,  Major,  fits  out  a  Privateer,            -             -  489 
Bayard's  Hill,  work  erected  on,    -             -             -  492 
Bayles,  Plate,  appointed  Blajor  of  New-Jersey  Mi- 
litia,    -----  1657 
Bayley,  Mr.,  Speech  of,  on  Lord  Nonh's  Bill,         -  197, 

201,  203,  204,  210,  236 
Bayley,  Colonel  Jacob,  chosen  Brigadier-General,  -  548 
Letter  from,  to  Washington,             -             -  611 
Letter  to,  from  Washington.            -             -  1068 
Letter  from,  to  New-Hampshire  Assembly,  -  1075 
Bayley,  James,  Letter  from,  to  Massachusetts  As- 
sembly,             .             .             -             -  1076 
Beach,  Elijah,  appointed  Captain  Connecticut  Militia,  872 
Beach,  Joseph,  Jun.,  appointed  Ensign  Connecticut 

Militia,              -            -            -             -  874 

BeaU,  Mattheiv,  Deposition  of,       -             -             -  573 
Beall,  Colonel  Joseph,  Letter  from,  to  the  M«r}'land 

Council  of  Safety,          -             -             -  613 
Beall,  Captain  Rezin,  Correspondence  of,  with  Mary- 
land Council  of  Safetv,  -             -             -  613, 
687,  1046,  1063,  1080,  1257 
Beall,  Basil,  appointed  Lieutenant  Maryland  Militia,  1470 
Beans,  CoZmore,  resignation  of,  in  Maryland,            -  1504 
Beating  Orders,  form  of,  in  Connecticut,    -             -  875 
Beattie,  Colonel,  Regiment  of,  cut  off,        -             -  566 
Beaver,  Sloop,  Letter  of  Marque  granted  to,            -  1438 
Owner  of,  gives  Bonds  to  New- York,           -  1439 
Bebee,  James,  appointed  Ensign  Connecticut  Militia,  872 
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Bebee,  Martin,  Clerk  to  King's  District  Committee,  535 
Secret  examination  of,  by  New-York  Congress,  1321 
Beck,  Margaret,  imprisoned  for  supplying  enemy,  -  1339 
Beck,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant  Maryland  Mili- 
tia, -----  1473 
Beckett,  George,  pensioned  by  Virginia  Convention,  1588 
Bcde,  Zephaniah,  appointed  Ensign  Maryland  Militia,  1474 
Bedel,  Colonel,  danger  to  his  post  doubted,  -  -     580 

Report  from,  considered  groundless,  -     587 

Conduct  of,  censured  in  Congress,  -  -     588 

Arnold  advises  inoculation  in  his  Regiment,  -     593 
Leaves  the  Cedars  at  a  critical  time,  -     599 

Sullivan  resolves  on  Court  of  Inquiry  on,     -     680 
Washington  notices  the  conduct  of,  -  -     888 

No  report  received  from,    -  -  -     912 

Is  ordered  to  Sorel  for  trial,  -  -     924 

Opinions  on  the  conduct  of,  -  -  1028 

Bedford,  Mass.,  Vote  of,  on  Independence,  -     702 

Bedford,  Gunning,  Congress  appoint  him  Muster- 

master-General,  -  -       949,  1714 

Bedlow,  William,  sundry  Returns  from,       -  -     676 

Beecher,  Amos,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia,  -  -  -  -     874 

Beef,  Exportation  of,  suspended  by  New-York  Con- 
gress,  -  -  -  -       815,  1393 
Manifest  of  several  Cargoes  of,         -  -  1396 
Beekman,  Captain,  ordered  to  Haddrell's  Point,       -  1185 
Beekman,    Thomas,    appointed   Cornet   of   Horse, 

New- York,       -  -  -  -  1339 

Beekman,  Theophylact,  permitted  to  see  the  Mayor 

of  New-York  in  Jail,      -  -  -  1440 

Beer,  ordered   for  the   Gondolas  by  Pennsylvania 

Committee  of  Safety,      -  -  -     653 

Belcher,  William,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia,  -  -  -  -     873 

Belcher,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia,  -  "      .    .  -.  -  1^25 

Belficld,  John,  appointed  I/ieutenant  Virginia  Horse,  1566 
Belknap,  Abel,  Letter  from,  to  New- York  Congress,  1056 
Belknap,  Isaac,  appointed  Captain  New-York  Ran- 
gers,    -----  1274 
Belleisle,  arrival  of  the  frigate,  at  St.  Maloes,  -     629 

BeMew,  Captain,  Negotiations  with,  for  exchange  of 

Prisoners,  -  -  -      1280,  1696 

Bellinger,  Frederick,  calls  for  aid  against  Indians,     762 
Bellows,  Colonel  Benjamin,  Letter   from,  to  New- 
Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety,  -  -  1204 
Benedict,  Major,  Resignation  of,    -            -  -    408 
Benjamin,  George,  appointed  Captain  Connecticut 

Militia,  -  -  -  -     872 

Benne<,  JEZtsAa,  appointed  Ensign  New- York  Militia,  1350 
Bennington-Grants,  Measures  to  defend,     -  -  1276 

Benson,  Robert,  Letter  to,  from  Christopher  Smith,  -     445 
Elected  a  Secretary  to  New- York  Congress,  1310 
Benson,  Egbert,  appears  before  New-York  Congress,  1415 
Submits  a  written  statement  to  the  same,     -  1416 
Charges  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  Dutch- 
ess election,       -  .  -  -  1423 
J5cn<%,Jos^wa,  Order  for  arrest  of,  in  North-Carolina,  1454 
Beny,  Divan,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 
Militia,              -             .             -  - 
Bergen,  N.  J.,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of, 

Defection  discovered  in,     - 
Berks,  Penn.,  Publication  by  Committee  of, 

Proceedings  of  Committee  of,  -  756 

Berkshire,  N.  Y.,  commotion  in,  by  Tories, 
Bermudas,  Congress  send  Provisions  to, 
Bertolf,  Peter,  appointed  Captain  New- York  Militia, 
Berirand,  Dc  Bois,  recommended  by  Dubourg, 

Is  promised  the  rank  of  Colonel,     - 
Betsey  and  Ann,  arrival  of  the,  from  Bermudas, 
Betton,  Terbutt,  Petition  of,  to  the  Maryland  Conven- 
tion,    .  .  -  -  - 
Fine  imposed  on,  remitted,  -             -  - 
Beits,  Dr.  Azor,  is  reported  to  New-York  Congress 
for  inoculating,  -             -             -             - 
Is  committed  to  Jail,          -             .             - 
His  wife  examined,             .             .             - 
He  petitions  to  be  discharged,         -      1404, 
The  House  considers  his  Petition,    - 
He  is  discharged  from  Jail,     -        - 
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Betts,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Bevier,  Andrew,  ranked  third  Captain  in  Pawling's 

Regiment,  ------     529 

Bevier,  P.  D.  B.,  appointed  Captain  by  Congress,  1722 
Bewdley,  importance  of  the  Borough,  ridiculed,  -  217 
i?icA:er«<ff^,  Pc^cr,  sentence  for  desertion,  -  -  1145 
Bickerstajf,  John,  appointed  Ensign  North-Carolina 

Militia, 1445 

Biddle,  Captain  Nicholas,  sailing  orders  to,  -  -  430 
Report  of  captures  made  by,  -  -  -  539 
Successful  cruise  of,  -         .         -         .     903 


Commodore's  orders  to, 
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Letter  from,  to  Commodore  Hopkins,  -         -  1126 
Congress  appoint  him  Captain  of  Frigate,    -  1699 
Bierdan,  Jeremiah,  Petition  of,  to  New-York  Con- 
gress, -         -       •  - 
Bill,  Daniel,  appointed  Ensign  Connecticut  Militia, 
Bill  of  Rights,  endangered  by  Hanoverians, 
Attorney-General's  opinions  on  the,     - 
Mr.  Serjeant  Adair's  opinions  on  the, 
Duke  of  Manchester's  opinions  on  the, 
Duke  of  Grafton's  opinions  on  the, 
Bill,  monstrous  effects  of  the  Prohibitory, 

Lord  North  moves  for  consideration  of  his,  - 
It  receives  the  Royal  assent,       -         .         - 
Bill  of  Indemnity,  Lord  North's,  -         -         -         - 
Debate  on  third  reading  of,         -         -         - 
Passed  in  House  of  Commons,  -         -         - 
Rejected  in  House  of  Lords,      -         -         - 
Bin,  Mr.  Burke's,  to  compose  the  troubles,     - 
Billerica,  Mass.,  Vote  of,  on  Independence,    - 
Billiards,  Baltimore  Committee  discourage,     - 
Billings,  Stephen,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

BiUingsport,  Pennsylvania  resolves  to  fortify. 

Congress  applied  to  for  an  Engineer  for, 
A  Redoubt  at,  determined  on,    - 
Pennsylvania  resolves  to  purchase  the  land 

at,      -        7 

The  purchase  is  effected,  -         -         -         - 

Amount  paid  for,     ----- 

Billington,  James,  Deposition  of,  - 
Bills  of  Credit,  counterfeiters  of,  - 

Congress  order  an  emission  of,    -         -   879,  1680 
Resolves  of  North-Carolina  Council  of  Safety 
on,     ------- 

Made  receivable  in  Maryland,    -         -         - 
Counterfeiters  of,  punished,         -         -         - 
Made  a  legal  tender  in  New-Jersey,    - 
Report  of  a  Committee  in  Congress  on. 
Congress  recommend  punishment  of  coun- 
terfeiters of,  .         .         -         -         - 
Bingham,   WWiam,  sent  by  Secret  Committee  to 
West-Indies,         -         -         -         .         - 
Bingham,  Elijah,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Singly,  Edward,  appointed  Captain  of  Fire  Brig  in 

Pennsylvania,       -         -         -         -         - 

Birchby,  John,  claims  to  be  an  impressed  seaman,   - 

Bird,  Mark,  offer  of,  to  furnish  Muskets,  accepted,  - 

Letter  from,  to  Philadelphia  Committee, 
Birdsall,  Benjamin,  one  of  Queen's  County  Com- 
mittee,       -         -         -         -         - 
Birge,  Jonathan,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Birmingham,  manufactures  of,  not  affected  by  the 
Rebellion,  ------ 

Bishop,  William,  ordered  by  Maryland  Council  to 

give  Bonds,  -         -         -         .         - 

Bishops,  Duke  of  Richmond  addresses  the  Bench 

of,      -         -         -         -         -         -         - 

Blackner,  John,  discharged  from  Jail,    -         -         - 
Blackwell,  Jacob,  Letter  from,  to  Queen's  County 

Committee, 

Bladen,  N.  C,  Resolves  concerning  malcontents  in,  1443 
Blair,  Major  E.,  Powder  sent  by,    to  Fort  Pitt, 

seized,         ------     756 

Blakesly,  Tilly,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Blanchard,  Joseph,  charges  preferred  against,  -,1326 
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Blanchard,  Cornelius,  appointed  Brigade-Major  New- 
Jersey,        -        -        -        -        -.    .  .-  1624 
Bland,  T/ieodorick,  Jun.,  elected  Captain  of  Virginia 

Horse, 1565 

Blaiikets,  great  distress  for  want  of,  in  Canada,        -     581 

Blaquiere,  Sir  John,  reference  made  to,  -         -     258 

Lightly  spoken  of  by  Lord  Gcrmaine,  -     261 

Minister  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons,    -     263 

Blatslcy,  Benjamin,  appointed  Ensign  of  New-York 

Minute-Men, 1390 

Blamclt,  Captain  Avery,  disaffection  in  Company  of,  1 442 
Blauvelt,  A.  J.,  appointed  Captain  by  Congress,     -  1659 
Blamclt,  C.  D.,  appointed  Lieutenant  by  Congress,  1659 
Bliss,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,           -        -     872 

Bliss,  Elias,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia, -        -         -        -..-..-        -     873 

Bliss,  William,  a  deserter  retaken  in  Virginia,  -  1526 

Board  of  Admiralty,  threats  of,  to  Naval  Officers,  -     138 
Boarrf  o/ TVarfe,  altercation  about  the,  -         -     158 

Board  of  War,  establishment  of  a,         -         -         -     886 
Membere  composing  the,  -         -         -         -  1029 

Captain  Painter's  Memorial  to,  -         -         -  1048 
Advise  more  Troops  to  Canada,  -         -  1080 

Congress  defines  the  duties  of,    -         -         -  1703 
Pay  of  the  Secretary  to,  -         -         -         -  1705 

Report  from,  to  Congress,  ...  1726 

Board  of  Officers,  Protest  of  the  Philadelphia,        -     937 
Board  of  Treasury,  establishment  of  a,   by  Con- 
gress, -         -         -         -         -         -  1315 

Boehm,  Philip,  Chairman  of  Northampton  Associa- 
tion, -------     567 

Bogan,  Lieutenant  Richard,  (prisoner,)  order  for  re- 
moval of,  to  York,         -        .         .         .  1283 
He  refuses  to  sign  a  parole,        .         -         -  1297 
Is  excepted  by  Congress  from  exchange,      -  1696 
Bogart,  Guilliam,  appointed  Lieutenant  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1659 

Bogert,  H.  J.,  Chairman  of  Albany  meeting,  -     715 

Bolton,  Duke  of,  replies  to  Earl  of  Sandwich,         -     372 

Bond,  Colonel,  march  of  his  Regiment  for  Chambly,     584 

Great  part  of  his  Soldiers  inoculated,  -         -     590 

Bond,  Phineas,  a  fellow  Tory  of  Dr.  Smith,  -         -     607 

Bond,  Thomas,  elected  Lieutenant  Maryland  Militia,  1463 

Bond,  form  of,  for  Letter  of  Marque,     -         -        -     669 

Bonfield,  Mr.,  Arnold  obtains  information  from,       -     579 

Bonnel,  Isaac,  released  from  prison  on  pai'ole,  -  1644 

His  parole  released  on  condition  of  taking  the 

oath,  -------  1656 

He  appears  before  New-Jersey  Congress,  and 
takes  the  oath,     -----  1658 

Boot,  Joseph,  pensioned  by  Virginia  Convention,     -  1588 
Booth,  Joseph,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Booth,  James,  Clerk  to  Delaware  Assembly,  -         -     884 
Bordentovm,  Pennsylvania  Rifle  Battalion  ordered 

to,     - 1298 

Bordley,  Captain  James,  obtains  a  warrant  against 

Turbutt, 832 

Bordley,  Abraham,  appointed  Captain  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Boston,  "  turned  into  an  Hospital,"  -  -  -  8 
The  King's  Troops  in  a  cntical  state  at,  -  39 
Argument  on  supposed  loss  of,  -  -  -  40 
Return  of  Army  at,  called  for  and  given,  -  99 
Badly  situated  for  defence,  -  .  -  148 
The  King's  Army  cooped  up  in,  -  -  159 
Liberty  of  the  Press  at,  lost,  .  .  -  242 
Account  of  the  Evacuation  of,  -  -  -  365 
Solicitude  of  Mr.  Adams  for  fortifying,  -     429 

Military  Operations  at,  -  -  -  -  439 
Congress  take  measures  to  defend,  -  -  473 
Instructions  of,  to  her  Representatives,  -     356 

Articles  left  at,  by  the  Enemy,  -         -     680 

"  Independent  Corps"  of,  in  want  of  arms,  688 
Valuable  Prizes  brought  into,  -  -  -  77I 
Letter  from  Committee  to  the  Council,  -  1087 
Order  passed  in  Committee  of,  -         -  1138 

Boston  Port  Bill,  effect  of  ihe,    -         -         -         -     113 
Mr.  Burke  proposes  to  repeal,    -         -         -     179 
,    Reading  of,  called  for,      -        -        -        .     186 


Bostwick,  Reuben,  appointed  Captain  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Bostwick,  Israel,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Botetourt,  Lord,   his  interpretation    of  the   Hills- 
borough Letter,    -----    378 
Botsford,   Jabez,    appointed    Captain    Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Bottsford,  Clement,  appointed  Ensign  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Bott,  William,   appointed  Adjutant-General  New- 

Jei-sey, 1642 

Boucher,  Captain,  joins  Nicholson  at  Wicomico,      -     605 
Boundary,  temporary,  between  Virginia  and  Penn- 
sylvania,    ------  1576 

Bounty,  Massachusetts  offers,  for  inlistment,   -         -     728 
Extension  of,  by  the  King  for  Seamen,         -  1003 
Connecticut  authorizes,  for  Recruits,  -         -     877 
Congress  offer,  for  inlistments,    -  1066,  1722 

Bourbon,  policy  of  the  House  of,  -         -         -         5 

Bowden,  Mr.,  Evidence  of,  touching  Conspiracy,    -  1058 
Bowie,  Daniel,  appointed  Captain  Maryland  Mi- 
litia, -------  1504 

Bowley,  Daniel,  elected  Ensign  Maryland  Militia,     583 
Bownc,  Joseph,  Clerk  to  Queen's  County  Commit- 
tee,     1031 

Boyd,  Colonel,  in  London  again,  -         -         -         -     509 
Boyd,  Robert,  Chairman  of  Ulster  Committee,        -     898 
Boyne,  Schomberg's  speech  to  his  Troops  on  cross- 
ing the, 52 

Bracco,  Lieutenant  Bennett,  Letter  to,  from  Mary- 
land Council  of  Safety,  -         -        -  1130 
Letter  from,  to  Gabriel  Duvall,  -         -  1211 
Brace,  Elijah,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Braddock's  defeat  referred  to  in  debate,  -  -  38 
Bradford,  Captain,  bearer  of  Money  to  Canada,  -  934 
Bradford,  John,  Agent  for  Hopkins's  Fleet,  -  -  972 
Letters  from,  to  Governour  Trumbull,  1000,  1042 
Bradley,  S.  R.,  Congress  pays  for  services  of,  &,c.,  1723 
Brainard,  B.,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Miliiia, 873 

Brainard,  Jonah,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Brasher,  Henry,  appointed  Captain  of  "  Prussian 

Blues," 1430 

Bread,  deplorable  want  of,  in  Canada,           -         -     590 
Breck,  Robert,  Chairman  of  Northampton  Commit- 
tee,     486 

Breese,  CofoneZ,  resignation  of,      -         -         -         -  1641 
Brent,  George,  Letter  from,  to  Maryland  Council  of 

Safety, 577 

Brenton,  Samuel,  vessel  and  cargo  of,  seized,  -  1662 

Brett,  Mr.,  offere  a  "  Rider"  to  Lord  North's  Bill,     210 

Which  is  rejected, 211 

Brett,  Theodorus,  recommended  to  New-York  Con- 
gress,   1070 

i?»-ewer,  JoJja^Aan,  Colonel  of  Corps  of  Artificers,    -  1149 
Brewer,  John,  fine  remitted  to,  by  Maryland  Con- 
vention,     ------  1508 

Brewerton,  Mrs.,  Letter  from,  to  New- York  Com- 
mittee,         1158 

Brewerton,  Geo?-^e,  delivers  himself  up,          -         -   1163 
Examined  by  New-York  Committee,           -  1173 
Enters  into  bond,     -----  1174 
And  is  discharged  from  further  attendance,  -  1175 
Brewster,  Samuel,  Chairman  of  New- Windsor  Com- 
mittee,       -  ■      -        -        -        -         -     638 
Brewster,  Benjamin,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connec- 
ticut Militia, 873 

Bricc,  Jacob,  appointed  Adjutant  Maryland  Militia,  1504 
Bridges,  not  common  over  American  Rivers,  -     126 

Brigadiers,  the  Maryland,  called  upon  for  Reports,     766 
Brink,  Alexander,  proclaimed  an  enemy  by  Con- 
necticut,    ------     829 

Briscoe,  Ralph,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, 1463 

Bristol,  Petition  from  the  City  of,  -         -         -       75 

Petition   from   Merchants   of,   against  Lord 

North's  Bill, 229 

Letter  from,  to  Mr.  Palfrey,       -        -        -    508 
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Bristol,  Sir  Peter  Parker's  Flag-Sliip,   -         -         -  1205 
Official  account  of  damage  done  to  the,        -  1208 
Briton,  courage  of  a,  the  same  everywhere,    -         -     190 
Briit,  Edmund,  sentenced  for  desertion,          -         -     637 
Brodhcad,  Luke,  promotion  of,    -         -         -         -     851 
Commands  Rifle  Battalion  at  Bordentown,  -  1298 
Branson,  Michael,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 874 

BrooJihaven,  proceedings  of  Committee  of,      -      569,  7 1 0 
Census  of  Inhabitants  of,  -         -         -         -  1237 
Letter  from  New- York  Congress  to  Com- 
mittee of, 1384 

BrooJclyn,  Howe  proposes  to  possess  himself  of,        -     729 
Brooks,   John,  Sen.,  Chairman   of  Milford   Com 

mittee,        .         .         -         -         - 
Brooks,  Jahez,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Brooks,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  suspended, 
Broomfield,  Major,  appointed  Appraiser, 
Brown,  Lieutenant  B.,  inoculation  of,   - 

Proceedings  of  New- York  Committee  in  re- 
lation to,     -----         - 

Brown,  Jonathan,  Representative  of  Watertown, 
Brown,  John,  punished  by  Court-Martial, 
Brown,  Nicholas,  Letter  from,  to  Washington, 
Brown,  Sylvanus,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 
Militia,        .        -        -        -        - 

Brown,  Robert,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Brown,  William,  recommendation,         -         .         - 

Brown,  Thomas,  (Quaker,)  complains  to  New- York 

Congress,    -----    994, 

Brown,  George,  attempted  escape  of,    - 

Brown,  John,  Chairman  of  Boston  Committee,  1088, 

Brown,  Captain  William,  sent  to  negotiate  exchange 

of  Prisonei's,         .         .         .         .         - 

Accomplishes  the  exchange,      -         -         - 

Brown,  Matthew,  Maryland  grants  Permit  to, 

Brovm,  William,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, 

Brown,  John,  restored  to  favour  in  New-Jersey, 
Brown,  John,  appointed  First  Lieutenant  of  Frigate 
Boston,       ------ 

Brown,  Peregrine,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Marines, 
Bruff,  Charles  O.,  committed  to  prison  as  a  Tory, 
Brunswick,  the  King's  Treaty  with  the  Duke  of, 
Brunswick,  New-Jersey,  strange  conduct  of  Com- 
mittee of,     -----         - 

Brunswick,  Massachusetts,  Vote  of,  on  Independence, 
Brush,  Jacob,  is  examined  by  New- York  Congress, 
Bruxelles,  character  of  the.  Gazette,      -         -         - 
Bruyn,  Jacobus  T.,  recommended  by  George  Clin- 
ton,   -         - 
Is  appointed  Colonel  by  Congress,         1082, 
Bryan,  George,  appointed  to  take  Bonds  in  Penn- 
sylvania,    ------ 

Bryant,  Jehiel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, ,     - 

Buchanan,  William,  elected  Captain  of  Militia, 
Buchanan,  Colonel  William,  Commissions  for  Balti- 
more sent  to,        -         -         -         -         - 

Asks  to  be  appointed  Victualler  to  Flying 
Camp,        ------ 

Buchanan,  Andrew,  plan  of,  for  arranging  Maryland 

Militia, 

Buck,  Jonathan,  appointed  Ensign  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia, ------- 

Buckmaster,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  severely  wounded 

at  Bunker-Hill, 

Bucks,  Pennsylvania,  proceedings  of  Committee  of. 
Deputies  chosen  by,  -         -         -         . 

Bucktrout,  Benjamin,  Petition  of,  to  Virginia  Con- 
vention,     -         -         -         -         - 
Bidden,  Captain  William,  proposal  to  exchange  Dra- 
per for,        -         -         -    •     . 
Congress  agree  to  the  exchange, 
Buddcn,  Lieutenant,  Congress  suspend  exchange  of, 
Buel,  Elias,  appointed  Major  Connecticut  Militia,     - 
Bullclcy,  Edward,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, 874 
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Bull,  Mr.  Alderman,  opposes  Lord  North,  -  -  286 
Friendship  of,  for  America,         -         -         .     509 

BuH,  Joseph,  confesses  opposition  to  Independence,      672 

Bull,  Matthew,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Bull,  Tliomas,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chester 

Militia, 1195 

BuU,  Amos,  Petition  of,  considered  in  New- York 

Congress, 1348 

Depositions  against,  read,  ...  1349 

Buller,  Mr.,  moves  for  Returns  of  Seamen,      -         -     100 

Bullitt,  Thomas,  Letter  from,  to  Congress,  -  -  1089 
Lee  recommends  promotion  of,  -  .  -  1185 
Congress  promote,  to  rank  of  Colonel,  -  1673 

BuUock,  Archibald,  Speech  of,  to  Georgia  Congress,  718 
Address  of  the  Congress  to,  as  President,  -  719 
Letter  to,  from  John  Adams,  ...  1193 
Letter  to,  from  R.  Rea,     -         -         -         -  1228 

Bunce,  Joseph,  appointed  Ensign  Connecticut  Militia,     874 

Bunker's  Hill,  tribute  to  American  valour  at,  -      11, 

31,  254,  361 
British  losses  at,  -  -  -  -  -  22 
"  Nothing  surprising"  in  the  afiair  of,  -     148 

Every  pass  in  America  a,  -  -  -  -  241 
British  Troops  charged  with  misbehaviour  at,  270 
Demolition  of  the  enemy's  works  on,  -     401 

Congress  grant  a  gratuity  to  a  Soldier  of,      -     881 

Bunnel,  Titus,  appointed  Ensign  Connecticut  Militia,     873 

Bunnel,  Nathaniel,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia,        ------    874 

Burbeck,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  question  as  to  retain- 
ing, in  service, 423 

Correspondence  of,  with  Colonel  Knox,        -     425 
Resolve  of  Congress  in  relation  to,      -         -     743 
A  Committee  of  Congress  recommend  the  dis- 
missal of,     -----        -  1672 

Resolve  of  Congress  to  dismiss,  -         -  1685 

B«rg-css,JoAn,  chosen  Captain  of  Militia,         -         -     515 

Burgess,  Joseph,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Burgess,  Edward,  recommended  as  Captain  of  Mary- 
land Militia,         -        -        -         -        -  1079 

Burgoyne,  General,  his  opinion  of  American  bravery,  1 1 
Reference  to  a  Letter  from,       -         -  36,  79 

Defends  the  operations  in  America,  -  -  266 
Contradicts  and  apologizes  t  oColonel  Barre,  270 
His  arrival  at  Quebeck,  -  -  -  -  576 
Commands  in  the  affair  of  Trois  Rivieres,  -  828 
His  arrival  noticed  in  Congress,  -         -         -  1082 

Burke,  Mr.,  delivers  his  sentiments  to  the  House  of 

Commons,  ------       44 

Objects  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  65 
Seconds  Sir  George  Yonge's  Amendment,  -  69 
Moves  another  Amendment,  -  -  -  69 
Reprobates  the  Manchester  Address,  -  -  81 
Replies  to  Lord  North,  -  -  87,  285,  383 
Compliments  the  American  Generals,  -  -  99 
Ridicules  a  doubting  Pariiament,  -  -  116 
Replies  to  Mr.  Wedderburn  and  Mr.  Gordon, ,  117 
Replies  to  Governour  Pownall,  -      157,  209 

Offers  to  disprove  Sir  John  Wrottesly's  asser- 
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Piesents  a  Petition  from  County  of  Wilts, 
His  Speech  on  the  occasion. 
Moves  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill, 
Remarks  on  Lord  North's  Bill, 

195,  201,  203-206 

His  Motion  for  information  rejected,     -         -     207 

He  supports  Mr.  Fox's  Motion,  -      238,  269 

He  supports  Mr.  Hartley's  proposition,         -     254 

Compares  the  victories  of  Pitt  and  North,     -     314 

His  Motions  in  ridicule  of  the  Supplies,         -    319 

His  witticisms  on  Lord  North,    -         -         -    359 

He  reviews  the  measures  of  Administration,  375, 382 

Burke,  Thomas,  Letter  from,  to  General  Lee,  -     403 

Burlington,  New-Jersey  Congress  meet  at,     -         -  1615 

Order  for  holding  election  in,      -         -         -  1619 

Order  for  removing  Records  to,  -         -         -  1633 

Burnet,  Dr.  William,  complaints  of  inattention  of,   -     503 

Letter  to,  from  Washington,       -        -         -  II41 
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Unmet,  Ichabod,  Clerk  to  Essex  (New-Jersey)  Com- 

iniltee, 890 

Burns,  John,  cited  before  Baltimore  Committee,      -  1463 

Burr,  John,  Captain  of  British  Man-of-War,  -         -  747 
Burr,  Wakcman,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Burr,  Thaddeus,  Letter  from,  to  Governour  Trum- 
bull, -         - 1127 

Burr,  Aaron,  appointed  Aid  to  General  Putnam,     -  1146 

Burrdl,  Colonel,  his  Regiment  inoculated,      -         -  590 

Burroiv,  Titus,  sentenced  by  Court  Martial,   -         -  891 
Burrowes,  John,  Jan.,  appointed  Captain  New-Jersey 

Militia,        -         -        -         -         -         -  1624 

Bush,  John,  Ensign,  resignation  of,        -         -         -  1444 
Buskirk,  Thomas,  fined  by  New-Jersey  Congress,  -  1656 
Busscy,  Bennet,  Captain  Maryland  Militia,     -         -  1 140 
Butler,  Mr.,  his  deception  of  the  Indians,         -         -  475 
His  influence  with  the  Senecas,  &,c.,    -         -  764 
Butler,  Cdptain  Joseph,  ordered  for  trial,         -         -  525 
Is  acquitted  by  Court  Martial,    -        -         -  634 
Butler,  Richard,  Congress  resolve  to  compensate,    -  1671 
Butt,  Peter,  discharged  fram  arrest  by  Virginia  Con- 
vention,      ---_..  1541 
ButterfieU,  Major,  disgraceful  surrender  of,    -         -  599 
Sullivan  determines  to  order  a  Court  on,       -  680 
His  conduct  noticed  by  Washington,  -         -  838 
Is  ordered  to  Sorel  for  trial,         .         .         -  927 
Opinions  on  his  conduct,    -         -         -         -  1028 

Byng,  Mr.,  Speech  of,  on  Lord  North's  Bill,  -        -  199 

He  supports  Colonel  Barre.'s  Motion,  -         -  359 

TJyrtZ,  Lee's  Aid-de-Camp,  highly  extolled,    -         -  1184 

Cabell,  John,  a  Delegate  to  Virginia  Convention,     -  458 
Cabell,  Joseph,  claim  allowed  to,  by  Virginia  Con- 
vention,     -        -         -         -         -         -1581 

Ca6ine<,  Lord  Camden's,  ridicule  of  the,         -         -  160 

Council,  a  modern  innovation,    -         -         -  239 

Cadets,  allowance  made  to,  in  Virginia  Convention,  1549 

Cadwallader,  Dr.,  reference  to,  by  a  prisoner,          -  434 

Calais,  garrisoned  by  Foreign  Troops,  -         -         -  114 

Caldwell,  Major,  information  from,  referred  to,         -  39 

Complimented  by  Carleton,        ...  457 

Caldwell,  Commodore,  resignation  of,      -         -         -  664 

Caledonian  Rangers,  New- York  Corps  of,      -         -  1433 

Call,  Richard,  elected  Lieutenant  of  Virginia  Horse,  1566 
Callendar,  Thomas,  appointed  Ensign  North-Carolina 

Militia, 1448 

Calvert,  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to  Committee 

of,'    -        -         -         -         -         -    707,  1116 

Proceedings  of  Committee  of,     -         -         -  985 

Pay  to  Militia  Officers  in,           ...  1481 

Officers  appointed  for,       ....  1491 

Judges  of  Election,  appointed  for,        -         -  1497 

Calvert,  Benedict,  member  of  Maryland  Council,     -  740 

Calwell,  Samuel,  Captain  of  Maryland  Militia,         -  1140 

Camden,  Lord,  consistency  of,  questioned,      -         -  95 

Speaks  against  employment  of  foreigners,      -  95 

Supports  the  motion  to  examine  Mr.  Penn,  -  118 

Again  urges  the  examination,     -         -         -  124 

Suppoits  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  Motion,    160,  337 

Replies  to  Lords  Lyttleton  and  Dudley,  165 

Speaks  against  the  German  Treaties,  -  309 

Defence  of,  against  Viscount  Weymouth,  312 

Replies  to  Lord  Mansfield,         ...  340 

Camcn,  Titus,  appointed  Ensign  Connecticut  Militia,  873 

Cameron,  Mr.,  (a  prisoner,)  state  of,  represented,      -  435 

Camp,  William,  sentenced  by  Court-Martial,  -         -  891 

Camp,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia,        -_ 872 

Campbell,  Lord  Frederick,  replies  to  Lord  Cavendish,  154 

Supports  Lord  North's  Bill,        -         -         -  189 

Campbell,  Duncan,  Letters  from  to  Washington,    410,  555 

Is  imprisoned  in  North-Carolina,          -         -  1450 

Campbell,  Colonel,  arrival  of,  at  IMontrcal,      -         -  449 

Censured  for  leaving  the  Army  in  flight,       -  588 

Campbell,  George,  appointed  a  Lieutenant  of  Militia,  583 

Campbell,  Major,  a  prisoner  at  Esopus,           -         -  609 

Washington  advises  the  removal  of,     -         -  769 

Campbell,  Colin,  is  imprisoned  in  North-Carolina,    -  1450 

Is  honourably  acquitted  of  disaffiiction,          -  722 

Campbell,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Archibald,  capture  of,  981 

Letter  from,  to  Massaciiusetts  Council,         -  1088 


Campbell,  John,  arrest  of,  by  New-York  Committee,  1162 

Campbell,  James,  examined  by  New-York  Commit- 
tee,     1175 

Campbell,  Lord  William,  eagerness  of,  to  attack  Sul- 
livan's Island, 1206 

Serves  as  a  volunteer  on  board  the  Bristol,  -  1209 

Campbell,  Angus,  (prisoner,)  indulgence  to,    -         -  1447 

Campbell,  William,  repaid  for  advances  by  North- 
Carolina,     ------  1447 

Campbell,  John,  imprisonment  of,  in  North-Carolina,  1450 
Is  admitted  to  parole,        .         -         -         .  1452 

Canada, rcducuon  of,  supposed  in  House  of  Commons,       40 

Lord  North  confident  of  the  safety  of,  -     187 

False  account  from,  jn  the  London  Gazette,      228 

Return  of  Sullivan's  Brigade  in,  -         -     411 

Dreadful  situation  of  the  Army  in,       -         -     449 

Correspondence  of  the  Commissioners,  -    449, 

450,  451,  481,  482,  558,  578, 

579,  580,  586,  590,  592,  610 

Ravages  of  the  small-pox  in,      .         -        -     452 

^-Washington's  hope  of  possessing,         -         -    490 

,--Great  anxiety  of  Congress  relating  to,  *         -     558 

No  Return  sent  to  Schuyler  from,       -         -     641 

General  Thompson's  opinion  as  to  holding,  -     684 

Congress  resolve  to  augment  the  Army  in,    -     689 

Washington  applies  to  New- York  Congress 

for  reinforcements,  ....  742 
Washington  regards  affairs  in,  as  alarming,  -  767 
Measures  taken  for  sending  money  to,  -     887 

Return  of  the  Forces  in,  -  -  -  -  915 
Washington's  hopes  of  adding  it  to  the  Union,  927 
Congress  send  specie  for  the  Army  in,  -     934 

Report  of  the  Army's  retreat  from,  -  -  975 
Coingress  order  inquiry  into  affairs  in,  -  -  1009 
Wkshington's  comments  on  affairs  in,  -  -  1035 
Congress  resolve  to  send  reinforcements  to,  -  1066 
Retreat  of  the  Army  from,  -         r         -  1071 

Advices  from,  at  the  London  Admiralty,  -  1089 
John  Adams's  opinions  touching,  -  -  1193 
Commissioners  receive  approbation  of  Con- 


gress, 


-  1679 


Congress  appoint  a  Committee  to  confer  with 

AVasliington  on,    -         -         -         -         -  1681 

Resolve  of  Congress  relating  to,  -  1703, 1709 

PayofCommissioners  for  settling  Accounts  in,  1718 

Congress  appoint  a  Committee  to  inquire  into 

affkirsof, 1719 

Canadians,  bigoted  character  of,  -         -         -         -  39 

Represented  as  in  favour  of  '•'  the  Rebels,"  -  39 

Refuse  to  take  part  in  the  quarrel,       -         -  133 

Sullivan  gives  commissions  to  sundry,  -         -  922 

Washington's  opinion  of  the,       -         -         -  929 

Cannon,  brass  and  iron,  cast  at  Philadelphia,  -        -  126 

Memorial  on  the  subject  of,        -         -        -  529 

Consequence  of  taking,  from  Newport  argued,  53 1 

Washington's  difficulties  for  want  of,    -         -  534 


Report  of  agents  sent  to  New-London  for,    - 
Commodore  Hopkins's  account  for  not  send- 
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Governour  Trumbull  explains,  his  refusal  to 

deliver,        -         -         -         -        ;         -  600 

Proceedings  of  Pennsylvania  Committee  of 

Safety  touching  the,       ....  654 

Resolve  of  Congress  in  relation  to,       -         -  670 
Disposition  of,  at  New-York,      -         .         -  920 
Governour  Trumbull  protests  against  remov- 
ing the,  from  New-London,    -         -         .  944 
Peremptory  order  of  Congress  for,       -         -  973 
Washington  grants,  to  New-York  Privateers,  1430 
Hughes's  Foundry  of,  encouraged  by  Mary- 
land, -------  14M 

Resolve  of  Congress  relating  to  the  Newport,  1691 
Cannon,  James,  Clerk  to  Philadelphia  Committee  of 

Privates, 690 

Canicriury,  Archbishop  of,  Sermon  of  the,     -         -  140 

Cape  Fear,  enemy's  Transports  arrive  at,       -         -  406 

Cornwallis  and  Chnton  land  at,  -         -         -  712 

Enemy's  Fleet  sail  from,  -         -         -        .'  ~"'^ 

Cajm  Forscliue,  (See  Yarmouth.) 

Cape-May,  Troops  ordered  to,      -         -         -         -  949 

Resignation  of  Officers  at,          ...  1624 
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Cap/ori,  evil  elTects  of  granting  captures  to,    -         -     225 

Capture  Act,  Lord  Camden's  view  of  the,      -         -     337 

Of  the  Privateer  "  Yankee  Hero,"      -         -     746 

Made  by  the  "  Congress,"  -         -         -     983 

Carbines,  cargo  of  prize,  disposed  of,     -         -         -     607 

General  Ward  sends  a  portion  to  New-York,     771 

Carey,  Dr.,  appointed  Mustennas'ter  to  New-York 

Militia, 1070 

Carhart,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New-Jer- 
sey Militia, 1624 

Caribbs,  the  case  of  the,  not  an  admissible  prece- 
dent,   100 

Carleton,  General,  critical  escape  of,      -         -         -       39 
His  employment  of  Indians  and  Negroes  vin- 
dicated,        187 

Civil  capacity  of,  questioned,  -  -  -  229 
Proclamation  issued  by,  -  .  -  -  418 
Correspondence  of,  with  Lord  Germaine,     -    456, 

576,  1002,  1004 
Expected  attack  of,  on  General  Thomas,  -  580 
Powers  of,  extended,  .  -  -  -  595 
Reported  movements  of,  -  -  -  -  684 
His  sons  enter  Quebeck,  painted  as  Indians,  1266 
Carlisle,  the  Earl  of,  supports  the  German  Treaties,  297 
Carolina,  Governour  Johnstone's  defence  of,  -  -  28 
Mason's  Regulators  defeated  in,  -         -     363 

(See  North  and  South.) 
Caroline,  McL,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of,  -     804 

Pay  to  Militia  Officers  in,  -  1479,  1481 

Militia  appointments  for,   -         -         -         -  1492 
Judges  of  Election  appointed  for,        -         -  1498 
Caronio,  Stephen,  Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty contract  with,  -----    662 
Carpenter,  George,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  King's 

County  Militia, 974 

Appointment  confirmed  by  New- York  Con- 
gress,         --.--.  1434 
Carpenter,  Nehemiah,  recommended  as  Quartermas- 
ter,     510 

Return  from,  at  Fort  Montgomery,     -         -     675 
Carpenter,  John,  Permit  to  visit  Isaac  Ketchum  in 

Jail,       -------  1350 

Carpenter's  Hall,  Conference  of  Committees  at,     -     951 

Carroll  of  Carrollton,  writes  from  Montreal,         449,  450 

Arrival  of,  at  Philadelphia,         -         .         .     812 

Attends  Congress,    -----  1702 

Carroll,  Charles,  (Barrister,)  Letter  to,  -         -     516 

Letter  from,  to  Maryland  Council  of  Safety,  681 
Letter  from,  to  William  Hayward,  -  -  821 
His  correspondence  with   Governour  Eden 

and  Captain  Montagu,            -  734,  1045,  1046 
Is  chosen  Vice-President  of  Maryland  Coun- 
cil of  Safety, 1465 

Carroll,  John,  passage  of,  through  Albany,  noticed,      610 
Returns  to  Philadelphia  from  Canada,  -  1028 

Cartel,  between  Arnold  and  Forster,      -         -         -     597 
Carter,  Landon,  lietter  from,  to  Washington,  -     389 

Carter,  John,  complaint  against,  to  Virginia  Conven- 
tion, -------  1533 

Carter,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia,        -         -        -         -    _    -         -    872 

Cary,  Richard,  appointed  an  Aid  to  Washington,    -  1 146 

Letter  from,  to  General  MifHin,  -         -         -  1215 

Cary,  rfi&onMj'Ze*,  Member  of  Virginia  Convention,  1570 

Ca«^e/,  Treaty  of, 273 

Catharine,  Marine  Committee  authorized  to  purchase 

the,    -         -         -         -         -_      -         -  1722 

Cathcart,  Lord,  desires  to  strengthen  Ministers,       -     135 
Was  a  hostage  at  the  peace  of  Aix:-la-Cha- 
pelle,  ------     138 

Catholicks,  recommended  for  service  in  the  Army,  -         3 
Objections  urged  against,  -         -         -         -       13 

Bigoted  character  of  Irish,        -        -        -      39 
Fears  of  the  Irish  and  French,  -         -         -       83 
Unsuccessful  attempt  to  inlist  Irish,     -         -     133 
Callin,  Thomas,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Cattle,  removal  of,  from  the  Jersey  shores,  ordered,  -  1134 
New-York  Congress,  order  sale  of,  on  %'alua- 

tion, _        -         -  1425 

Further  measures  towards  removing,  -        -  1439 


Caughnaivagas,  friendly  disposition  of  the,     -         -  578 
Fears  and  threats  of  the,  -         -         -         -  610 
Putnam's  anxiety  to  relieve,       -         -         -  671 
Caidk,  John,  appointed  Ensign  Maryland  Militia,    -  1483 
Cavendish,  Lord  John,  Amendment  moved  by,       -  21 
Objects  to  the  Militia  Bill,          -         .         -  85 
Complains  of  the  silence  of  Ministers,          -  154 
Sentiment  of,  confirmed  by  Mr.  Burke,         -  176 
Supports  Mr.  Burke's  Bill,         -         -         -  181 
Opposes  Lord  North's  Bill,        -        .        -  199 
Supports  Mr.  Hartley's  propositions,   -      254,  35;5 
Speaks  in  favour  of  Mr.  Townshend's  Mo- 
tion,    261 

Opposes  the  reference  of  the  German  Trea- 
ties,    277 

Seconds  Colonel  Barre's  and  General  Con- 
way's Motions,    -        -        -        -      ,359j  38 1 

Cavendish,  Lord  George,  opposes  Lord  North's  Bill,  196 

Cayugas,  Butler's  influence  over  the,    -         -         -  764 

Cedars,  fortification  of  the,           -         .         .         .  339 

Reported  capture  of,  by  the  enemy,    -         -  576 

Report  deemed  incredible,  ♦     -         .         -  587 

Authentick  account  of  affairs  at,         -         -  598 

Another  account  of  the  same,    -         -         .  599 

No  report  from  Officer  in  command,  -         -  757 

Washington's  uncertainty  about,          -         -  769 
Washington's  opinion  as  to  maintaining  post 

at, 928 

Cea/,  .Tfary/ff/irf,  pay  of  Militia  Officers  in,     -        -1482 
Appointment  of  Militia  Officers  for,    -         -  1492 
Appointment  of  Judges  of  Election  for,       -  1497 
Chaflin,  Daniel,  sentenced  by  Court-Martial,          -  891 
Chamberlain,  Uriah,  sentenced  for  desertion,           -  492 
Chamberlain,  Amos,  appointed  Quartermaster  New- 
York  Militia, 1414 

Chamberlaine,  Brigadier-General,  orders  to,  from  the 

Maryland  Council  of  Safety,           -         -  687 
Chamberlin,  John,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Chamberlin,  Eliphelet,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Con- 
necticut Militia, 874 

Chambers,  David,  appointed  Colonel   New-Jersey 

Militia, 1625 

Chambers,  Rowland,  appointed  Surgeon  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1633 

Chambly,  movements  of  the  Army  at,  -        -         -  448 
Confused  state  of  things  there,  -         -         -  584 
Council  of  War  held  at,    -         -         -         -  628 
Arnold's  account  of  affairs  at,    -        -   649,  1039 
Chancellor,  the  Lord,  delivers  the  King's  Answer,  -  17 
Moves  the  Order  of  the  Day,     -        -        -  229 
Chandler,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Con- 
necticut Militia, 871 

Chandos,  Dulce  of,  supports  the  German  Treaties,  -  297 
Chapin,  Nathaniel,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Chaplains,  form  of  Warrants  to,  in  Connecticut,      -  876 

Washington's  remarks  on  the  appointment  of,  1117 
Chapline,  Joseph,  appointed  Captain  of  Maryland 

Militia,       -_ 1482 

Chapline,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia,_ 1482 

Chapman,  Captain,  gives  news  of  Enemy's  fleet,    -  681 
Chapman,  Elisha,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Chapman,  Lieutenant,  ordered  for  trial,          -         -  892 
Is  cashiered  by  Court-Martial,  -         -         -  1145 
Chapman,  Richard,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Con- 
necticut Militia, 1225 

Charles  I.,  fatal  errors  of,    -         -         -         -         -  50 

Charles  11.,  a  Congress  restore,    -         -         -         -  141 

Charles  County,  Md.,  Instructions  to  the  Delegates  of,  1081 

Pay  to  Militia  Officers  of,          -         -         -  1479 

Appointment  of  Militia  Officers  for,     -         -  1491 

Judges  of  Election  appointed  for,       -         -  1497 

Charlestown,  S.  C,  General  Lee  sets  out  for           -  721 

His  opei-ations  for  defence  of,     -         .         .  Ilg6 

Charlotte,  N.  Y.,  Deputies  to  Provincial  Congress 

from, 1310 

Charming  Peggy,  arrival  of  the,           -         -         .  903 

Charter  Bills,  manifest  injustice  of,       -        -        -  168 
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de- 
,  291, 


Charter  Bills,  TiOrd  North's  reasons  for  not  repealing,  186 
Charter,  John,  appointed  I/ieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Charters,  abrogation  of,       -         -         -         - 

Mr.  Attorne)  -General  claims  the  right  to  set 
aside,  .--.-- 

Earl  Hillsborough's  opinion  of, 
Chase,  Samuel,  writes  from  Montreal,    -         -         - 
Letter  from,  to  Arnold,     -         -         .         - 
Arrival  of,  at  Philadelphia,         ... 
John  Adams's  Letter  to,  -         -         .         - 
Attends  Congress  with  Mr.  Carroll,    - 
Chatham,  Lord,  ridicule  heaped  upon, 

His  gains  less  than  Lord  North's  losses, 
His  talents  and  character  eulogized  and 
fended,         -         -     45,83,92,132^ 
Inconsistency   imputed   to,   by  Lord  Wey- 
mouth,       -.---. 
His  Ministry  contrasted  with  Lord  North's,  - 
Chatham,  an  armed  boat,    -         .         -         .         - 
Chech,  duties  of  Clerk  of  the,      .         .         .         - 
Cheese,  John,  appointed  Ensign  North-Carolina  Mi- 
litia, ------- 

Cheney,  Richard,  Committee  meet  at  house  of, 
Cheraics,  S.  C,  Presentment  for  the  District  of, 
Cherokees,  disposition  of  the,       .         .        -        - 
H.  Stuart's  intrigues  with  the,     -         -         - 
Cherry  Valley,  Petition  from,  to  New- York  Con 

gress,  -         .         .         - 

Chester,  England,  Petition  from  Merchants  and  Tra^ 
ders  of,        -----         • 

Chester,  Penn.,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of, 

625,  1195 

Associators  resolve  to  support  Congress,       -     785 

Remonstrance  from,  ...      860, 888 

Chester,  John,  appointed  Colonel  of  the  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Chesterfield,  Va.,  People  of,  relieved  from  musters, 
Cheston,  James,  Petition  of,  to  Maryland  Council  of 
Safety,        .---.. 
Chevaux-de-Frise,  account  for  making,  at  Philadel- 
phia, ...... 

Determined  on  at  New- York,    -         .         . 
Pennsylvania  Committee  assign  proper  sta- 
tions for,     -.---. 
Chew,  Captain,  Naval  Commission  offered  to. 
Chew,  John,  Clerk  to  Spottsylvania  Committee, 
Chief  Engineer,  Congress  authorize  the  appointment 
of  a,  ...... 

Child,  Sir  Josiah,  prediction  of,  - 
Child,  Joseph,  sentenced  for  sundry  crimes,    - 
Childs,  Captain,  bearer  of  a  Letter  to  Washington, 
Childs,  Josiah,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia,        -         .         .         . 
Childs, ,  commissioned  as  Captain  by  New- 
York  Congress,    -        -         -         -         -1413 

China,  Cossacks  deserting  their  country  for,  -  -  1 29 
Chincoteague  Island,  Stock  left  on,  -  -  -  1563 
Chittenden,  Colonel  Thomas,  one  of  Committee  from 

Onion  River, 1219 

ChoisevI,  M.,  character  of,  by  General  Conway,     -     380 
Christian,  William,  paid  for  services  by  Virginia  Con- 
vention,       1586 

Christiana  Creek,  Naval  fight  off,  ...  400 
Chronicle,  Extract  from  St.  James',  ...  380 
Church,  Anecdote  of  a  Lutheran,  .         -         -     100 

Church,  Virginia  Convention  change  the  Prayers  of 

the, 1614 

Church,  Dr.,  Congress  resolve  to  liberate,       -        -    474 
Another  Resolve  relating  to,       -         -         -  1668 
Churchill,  Joseph,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Cicero,  his  opinion  of  an  Orator  quoted,  -        -      43 

Circular,  Lord  Hillsborough's,  read  to  House  of  Com- 
mons,        --....    378 
Of  Treasury  Office  to  the  Assemblies,  -    395 

Lord  Howe's,  to  the  Colonial  Governours,  -  1001 
Claims,  Congress  order  Committee  of,  to  pay,  -  1667 

1679,  1684,  1688,  1693,  1698, 
1707,  1716-1719,  1722,  1724 
(lare,  Lord,  replies  to  Mr.  Townshend,  -         -     258 
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Clare, Lord,  moves  the  Previous  Question  onMr.  Fox,  265 

Defends  the  Ministry,        -         -         -         .  289 

Clarendon,  Lord,  Ministry  of,  commended,     -         -  156 
Clark,  Ullliam,  Lieutenant  of  Brookhavcn  Minute 

Corps, 710 

Recommended  for  Captaincy,     ...  1070 
Clark,  John,  proclaimed  a  foe  by  Connecticut,         -  829 
Clark,  John,  proclaimed  a  foe  by  Pennsylvania,       -  1116 
Clark,  Elisha,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,    872 

Clark,  James,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia, -        -         -         -         -        -        -  873 

Clark,  Daniel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Clark,  Benjamin,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 874 

Clark,  Gershom,  a  Bunker's  Hill  Soldier,        -         -  881 
Clark,  Anthony,  arrested  by  order  of  the  New-York 

Congress,    -         -         -         -         -         -1163 

Clarke,  Ueutenant  Jf'illiam,  Deposition  of,     -        -  573 

Clarke,  Ji'illiam,  patriotism  of,      -         -         -         -  829 

Clarke,  Timothy,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Clarke,  John,  arrested  by  order  of  New- York  Com- 
mittee,           1162 

Examined  by  the  Committee,     -         -         -  1167 
Clarke,  Captain  Jonathan,  TcYief  granted  to,    -         -  1.324 
Clay,  James,  Chairman  Cumberiand  (N.  Y.)  Com- 
mittee,                  -  1014 

Clayes,  Ensign,  Letter  from,  to  Washington,  -         -  430 
Clayton,  Frarwis,  exchange  of,  proposed  for  Mr.  Ste- 
phen,            1446 

Clcaveland,  Aaron,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 874 

Cleft,  Captain  Waterman,  promotion  of,          -        -  1223 
Cleghorn,  Lieutenant  E.,  extract  of  a  Letter  from,  -  430 
Clemency,  British  notions  of,          -         -         -         -  20 
Clements,  H.  H.,  appointed  Cornet  of  Virginia  Horse,  1568 
Clergy,  exempted  from  Militia  duty  in  New-York,  -  1408 
Clinton,  General,  contrasted  with  Lord  Dunmore,    -  363 
Landing  of,  in  North-Carolina,   -         -         -  432 
Is  with  Cornwallis  on  Long-Island,  South- 
Carolina,     1209 

Clinton,  Colonel  James,  his  Letters  to  Washington,  -  527, 

°io3i,  nil 

Letter  from,  to  New- York  Congress,  -         -  1427 
Washington's  orders  to,       893,  1039,  1068,  1135 
Is  ordered  to  arrest  J.  Matthews,         -         -  1162 
Clinton,  George,  recommended  by  Ulster  Committee,  898 
Letters  from,  to  John  McKesson,        -  1064, 1080 
Clivc,  Lord,  battle  of  Arcot  fought  by,  -         -         -  38 
Clock-weights,  taken  in  Philadelphia  for  military  use,  652 
Clothes,  Congress  recommend  to  the  States  to  provide,  1717 
Clunn,  Joseph,  appointed  Ensign  of  New-Jersey  Mi- 
litia,   1625,  1632 

Clyde,  Petition  from  the  Traders  of,  -  -  -  75 
Oyrfe,  3/r.,  of  Stillwater,  order  for  the  service  of,  -  493 
Clymer,  George,  Chairman  of  the  Philadelphia  Com- 
mittee, ---..-  543 
CoaZe,  fFj7/zaOT,  Lieutenant  of  Maryland  Militia,  -  1141 
Coalition,  Lord  Mansfield  alludes  to  the,  -  -  166 
Coates,  John,  appointed  Surgeon  by  Congress,  -  1722 
Cochran,  Robert,  advances  repaid  to,  -  -  -  1454 
Cochran,  David,  acquitted  of  disaffection,  -  -  722 
Cock,  Daniel,  appointed  Captain  of  New- York  Mili- 
tia,       1406 

Cocke,  Mrs.  Ann,  Petition  of,  to  Virginia  Conven- 
tion, -        - 1585 

Cockey,  Peter,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, 1476 

Coe,  Benjamin,  appointed  Captain  of  New- York  Mi- 
litia,    1416 

Coera'on,  Ministers  "riveted  to,"  -        ...  103 
Coggeshall,  Joseph,  Letter  from,  to  Gouvemeur  Mor- 
ris,       1215 

Coins,  Report  on  the  value  of  Gold  and  Silver,  -  1681 
Coit,  Colonel  Samuel,  resignation  of,  -  -  -  844 
Coit,  0//«er,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut  Militia,  1225 
Colchurst,  Sir  J.  C,  Lord  Middleton's  Letter  to,  -  402 
Golden,  Cadivallader,  Jr.,  Letter  from,  to  Ulster  Com- 
mittee,          1112 
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Colden,  CadwaUader,  Jun.,  ordered  to  be  imprisoned 

by  Committee,     -         -         -         -1113,1273 

Coles,  Robert,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New-York 

Militia,        ------  1406 

CoUins,  Elijah,  death  of,  in  Canada,      -         .         -     430 

Collins,  John,  First  Assistant  in  Rhode-Island,         -     531 

Is  sent  to  confer  with  Congress,  -         -         -     538 

Letter  to,  from  Admiral  Hopkins,         -         -     540 

Colonies,  Trade  with,  renounced  in  Europe,    -         -         3 

Picture  drawn  of,  in  the  House  of  Commons' 

Address,      ------       20 

Consequences  of  success  against,  depicted,    -       33 
Evils  of  prohibuing  Trade  with,  -         -       74 

Prediction  as  to  the  Northern,     -         .         .     166 
Hope  of  dividing,  groundless,      -         -         -     174 
Bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with,  -         -     186 

President  of  Congress  to  the  several,   -         -     740 
Colonists,  denied  \o  be  the  offspring  of  Enghshmen,  -     147 
L^nable  to  subsist  without  English  and  Irish 
goods,  -         -         -         -         -         -     149 

Lord  Shelbume's  defence  of  the,  -         -     221 

Mr.  Cruger's  defence  of  the,       .         -         -     267 
Colony,  a,  part  or  the  whole  of,  conditionally  par- 
doned,        -         -         -         -         -         -187 

Colours,  Colonel  Ritzema  asks  for  his  Regimental,  -     633 
Washington  orders  every  Regiment  to  be  sup- 
plied with,  ------     637 

CoZ«m5i«,  iV.  F.,  Address  to  Electors  of,        -        -     823 

Commerce,  American,  vital  to  Great  Britain,    -         -       12 

Advantages  of,  depicted,    -         -         -         -       15 

Effects  of  prohibiting,        -         -         -         -     170 

Comroman'a<,  difficulties  of  the,    -         -         -         -     173 

Commissaries,  recommended  for  Canada,         -         -     587 

Distraction  in  the  department  of,  -  789 

Commissary-General,  addition  to  the  pay  of,    -         -  1683 

Commission,  process  of,  uncertain  and  slow,     -         -     173 

Ijord  North's  argument  in  favour  of  a,  -         -     187 

Comments  on  Lord  and  General  Howe's,  367,  375 

Commissioner,  pay  of,  for  settling  Accounts  in  Canada,  1718 

Commissioners,  proposition  to  appoint,    -         -         -       59 

Names  of,  required,  -         -         -         -     146 

Governour  Pownall  denies  being  one  of  the,  -     157 
Mr.  Burke  examines  the  powers  of,       -         -     173 
Lord  Germaine  lauds  the  plan  of,         -         -     185 
Lord  North's  Bill  for  appointing,        -        -     186 
General  Conway's  objections  to,  -      190,  378 

Mr.  Luttrell's  advice  to  the,       -        -        -     196 
Mr.  Burke  argues  against,  -         -         -     203 

Powers  granted  to,  indefinite,      -         -         -     226 
Mr.  Hartley's  views  on,     -         -         -         -     280 

Duke  of  Grafton's  views  on,        -         .         -     322 
Jjord  North  explains  the  powers  of,      -         -     383 
Mar)'land  Council  of  Safety  cherish  hopes 
from,  -------    683 

Arrival  of,  hoped  for  in  New-Jersey,   -         -     789 
New-Jersey,  resignation  and  appointment  of,  1622 
First  act  of  his  Majesty's,  -         -         -  1001 

Return  of  the  Canada,  to  Philadelphia,        -  1028 
Commitment,  copy  of,  for  the  North-Carolina  Pri- 
soners,       _----.    663 

McClean's,  to  Philadelphia  Jail,  -         -  1283 

David  McCutcheon's,        -         -         -         -  1291 

Committee,  in  House  of  Lords,  to  prepare  the  Ad- 
dress, ------       16 

In  House  of  Commons,     -        -        -        -      46 

Of  the  Whole,  estimate  referred  to,     -         -     142 
Committees,  authority  continued  to,  in  New-Jersey,  1665 
Commons,  House  of,  attendance  in  the  House  of 

Lords,         ------         1 

Proceedings  of  the,  -        -        -        -        -      18, 

98,  107,  139,  170,  2.35,  313,  342,  373 
Go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,       -         -       64 
Orders  to  attend  his  Majesty  in  a  body,        -     237 
"Common  Sense,"  Landon  Carter's  criticism  on,      -     391 
Companies,  complaints  as  to  arrangement  of,  -         -     529 
Comptroller,  Mr.,  makes  report  to  House  of  Com- 
mons, - 60 

Comstock,  John,  '2d,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connec- 
ticut Militia, 873 

Concession,  impolicy  of,  maintained,       -        -        -      24 
Mr.  Innes  avows  his  opposition  to  further,     -     150 


Concession,  previous  to  Treaty,  Mr.  Burke's  plan  of,  175 

Conciliation,  measures  of,  recommended,         -         6,  103 

The  General  wish  of  Americans,         -         -  13 

The  Duke  of  Richmond's  Motion  for,          -  130 

Advocated  by  Lord  Shelburn,    -         -         -  130 

Concord,  scalping  done  at,  -         -         -         -         -  1 13 

Condict,  Dr.  John,  appointed  a  Surgeon  by  Con- 
gress,         -        -        -        -        -        -  1633 

Confederacy,  what  baffled  the  Bourbon,          -         -  42 

Confederation,  Mr.  Whipple's  desire  for,         -         -  1021 

Committee  appointed  to  draw  a  plan  of,  1029,  1702 

Names  of  said  Committee,         -         .         -  1702 

Conference,   meeting   of  Pennsylvania    Committee, 

in, 951,  966 

Declaration  read  in  Congress,     ...  1721 
Congress,  unaninnty  of,  asserted  in  House  of  Com- 
mons,         -----         6,  103 

Objects  of  the  Petitions  of,  set  forth,  -         -  23 

Wilkes  advises  negotiation  with,           -         -  23 

Mr.  Dempster  advocates  the  same,      -         -  59 

Address  of,  to  the  People  of  England  read,  -  108 

Action  of  the  House  of  Lords  on  Petition  of,  118 

Mr.  Penn  interrogated  concerning,       -         -  127 

General  confidence  in,  affirmed,           -         -  128 

A,  once  advised  by  Ministers,     -         -         -  131 
Respect  due  to  a,    -         -         -         -          140-1 

The  sins  of,  enumerated,  -         -         -         -  152 

Lord  Mansfield's  opinion  as  to  wants  of,       -  167 
Mr.  Burke's  proposed  indemnity  for  the  acts 

of, 180 

Compared  with  the  Ministry,  by  Sir  G.  Sa- 

vile, 180 

Journals  of,  quoted  by  Governour  Pownall,  182-3 
Mr.  Burke  proposes  to  legalize,  -  -  -  185 
Mr.  Wilkes  predicts  Ambassadors  to,  -  -  240 
The  Petition  of,  read  in  House  of  Commons,  248 
Qualifications  of,  eligibility  to,  -  -  -  464 
Mode  of  election  to,  -  -  -  -  471 
General  Donald  McDonald's  Report  to,  -  613 
Secret  Committee  of,  to  Captain  Hodge,  -  618 
Order  of,  relating  to  the  McDonalds,  -  -  664 
Enemy  call  it  a  "  Hornet's  Nest,"  -  -  681 
Memorial  to,  from  the  Philadelphia  Privates,  690 
Letter  to,  from  Jonathan  Elmer,  -  -  691 
Colonel  Bullitt's  complaint  to,  of  his  rank,  -  1089 
Certain  Resolves  of,  communicated  to  New- 
York  Congress,  -  -  -  - 1412,  1431 
Certain  Resolves  of,  communicated  to  New- 
Jersey  Congress,  -----  1616 
New-Jersey  responds  to  the  Resolves  of,  -  1619 
General  Proceedings  of,  -  -  1667-1732 
Resolve  of,  relating  to  exchange  of  Prisoners,  654 
Resolve  of,  relating  to  the  escape  of  Moses 

Kirkland, 656 

Resolve  of,  to  suspend  the  exchange  of  Lieu- 
tenant Ball,         .        .        .        -         -  658 
Resolve  of,  in  relation  to  private  armed  ves- 
sels,  -        -        -        -  .  _  -        -        -  668 

Resolve  of,  approving  the  disposal  of  the 

North-Carolina  Prisoners,       -         -         .  669 

Resolve  of,  relating  to  the  Cannon  at  Newport,  670 

Resolve  of,  relating  to  Trade,     -         -         -  849 

Resolve  of,  relating  to  Prisoners  of  War,      -  854 
Resolve  of,  relating  to  the  Ferries  between 

New- York  and  New- Jersey,  -         -         -  1659 
Sundry  Resolves  of,  in  Committee  of  Whole,  1694 
Congress,  Transport,  captured  by  the  Privateer,       -  983 
Conlclin,  Nathaniel,  appointed  Lieutenant  by  Con- 
gress,          ------  1722 

Connecticut,  Insurgents  from,  overawe  New- York,   -  12 
Letter  from  President  of  Congress  to  As- 
sembly of,  -        -        -        -    474, 948,  1009 

Proceedings  of  Committee  of  Safety  of,       -  649, 

726, 970,  1086,  1223 

Letter  from  Colonel  Coit  to  the  Assembly  of,  844 

Proceedings  of  Assembly  of,      -         -         -  863 

Instructions  of,  to  her  Delegates  to  vote  for 

Independence,      -----  868 

Adjournment  of  Assembly  of,    -         -         -  882 

Regulations  in,  concerning  Prisoners,  -         -  1137 

Comery,  Nicholas,  Order  for  arrest  of,  -        -        -  1 175 
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Connolly,  John,  (a  prisoner,)  Letter  from  to  President 

of  Congress, 433 

The  wife  of,  forbidden  to   leave   PFiiladei- 
phia, 554,1674 

The  wife  of,  writes  to  the  President  of  Con- 


gress, 


784 


The  wife  of,  is  permitted  to  visit  him  in  Jail,  1667 

ConoUy,  Mr.,  Reply  of,  to  Lord  Clare,          -         -  258 

Conquest,  Mr.  Burke  examines  tlie  plan  of,     -         -  172 

Conrad,  John  George,  imposition  proved  upon,        -  562 

Considerations,  on  the  mode  of  election  to  Congress,  798 

Conspiracy,  an  account  of  the  New- York,  in  a  Letter,  1 101 
Examinations  before  the  New- York  Com- 
mittee on,       -         -         .        -        1153-1183 
Constantinople,  Administration  compared  to  the  Mufti 

of,      -        -        -         -        -        -         -  51 

Constitution,  the  British,  the  three  pillars  of,  -         -  26 

Vague  nature  of,      -         -         -         -         -  50 

Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a,  for  New- 
Jersey,        -         -        -        -        -         -  1629 

The  draft  of,  adopted  by  the  Convention,       -  1635 
Contents,  on  the  Previous  Question  in  the  House  of 

Lords,        ....--  98 

On  the  Motion  to  examine  Mr.  Penn,        122-124 
On  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  Motions,       139,  313 
On  committing  Lord  North's  Bill,       -         -  224 
On  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  Motion,     -         -  342 
On  the  Duke  of  Manchester's  call  for  Des- 
patch,         .-.---  373 
Continental  Money,  countevfehers  o(,  eKummed,       -  1301 
Contractors,  the  interest  of,  to  continue  the  war,       -  33 
Fraudulent  practices  of.     -         -        -         -  133 

Convention,  example  from  the  Parliament,       -        -  36 

Ulterior,  with  the  Prince  of  Hesse  Cassel,  -  358 

Resolution  of  the  North-Carolina,       -         -  405 
The  People  of  Philadelphia  resolve  on  call- 


mga. 
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Votes  in  sundry  places  in  Pennsylvania  for 

calling,        -        -        -         .      614,620,626 
Maryland,  remove  restrictions  from  their  Dele- 
gates, ------  1491 

Maryland,  Militia  Officers  eligible  to,  -  1494 

Maryland,  a  day  appointed  for  the  meeting 

fo  the, 1469 

Provincial  Congress  of  New-Jersey  assume 

the  style  of, 1648 

Convers,  Lieutenant,  left  behind  in  the  retreat  from 

Quebeck, 430 

Conversation,  memorandum  of  Schuyler's  with  Gates,  1202 
Converse,  Josiah,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 873 

Conway,  General,  opposes  the  Address,  -         -         -      36 
Speech  of,  on  Sir  J.  Lowther's  Motion,         -     117 


Opposes  Lord  Barrington's  Resolutions, 
Replies  to  Mr.  Wedderburn, 
Opposes  Lord  North's  Bill, 
Makes  an  explanation,       -        .        - 
Reviews  the  measures  of  Administration, 


153 

185 

189 

191 

285 

Attacks  the  Ministers,       -         -         -      289, 359 

Opinions  of,  on  American  affairs,         -         -     378 

Moves  for  copy  of  Instructions  to  Lord  Howe 

and  General  Howe,       -        .         -        -    380 

Cook,  Captain,  authority  of,  against  Lord  Shelbum,      137 

Cook,  George,  Letter  from,  to  Colonel  Plater,         -     904 

Cooke,  Govemour,  Letters  to  and  from,  -        -     436, 

467,  999,  1441 
Cooke,  Shem,  order  for  arrest  of,  by  Virginia  Con- 
vention,        1613 

Cooke,  Joseph,  order  for  arrest  of,  by  Virginia  Con- 
vention,       1613 

Cool,  Philip,  fined  by  New-Jersey  Convention,       -  1656 
Cooper,  Sir  Grey,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  the 

Whole, 66 

Attacks  the  Opposition,     -        -        -        -      69 

Defends  the  Minister,        -         -         -         -       86 

Ordered  to  carry  Militia  Bill  to  the  Lords,   -       87 
Ordered  to  carry  Bill  of  Indemnity  to  the 
Lords,         ------     106 

Opinions  of,  on  Mr.  Burke's  Bill,  -  -  181 
Offers  to  amend  Lord  North's  Bill,  -  -  203 
Is  ordered  to  carry  said  Bill  to  the  Lords,     -     211 


Cooper,  Sir  Grey,  INIoves  to  take  up  the  Bill  from  the 

Lords, 235 

Is  ordered  to  carry  Bill  and  Amendments  to 

the  Lords,  ------  237 

An  explanation  from,        -         -         .         -  317 
Cooper,  John,  punished  for  mutiny,        -         -         -  491 
Cooper,  Ullliam,  appointed  Lieutenant  North-Caro- 
lina Militia,          1448 

Coor,  James,  appointed  Commissioner  for  Newbem,  1456 
Copp,  Captain,  acquitted  honourably  by  Court  of  In- 
quiry,           969 

Corbin,  Thomas,  order  for  disarming,     -        -        -  881 
Corhin,  J.  Taylor,  ordered  before  Virginia  Conven- 
tion,              1514 

Petition  of,  to  the  Virginia  Convention,         -  1516 

Is  required  to  give  Bond,  -         -         -         -  1519 

Cork,  Petition  of  the  Protestants  of,  to  the  King,      -  402 
Corkins,  William,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Cornish,  Joseph,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Cornwall,  Mr.,  opinions  of,  on  American  affiiirs,      -  48 

Satirized  by  Mr.  Fox,       -         -        -        -  185 

Speaks  on  Lord  North's  Prohibitory  Bill,     -  193 

Speaks  in  reply  to  Lord  Cavendish,    -         -  278 

Cornwall,  Committee  of,  recommend  Light-Horse,  -  585 

Cornwall,  Aspcnwall,  recommended  for  appointment,  1070 

Cornwallis,  Lord,  reported  sailing  of,  from  Cork,     -  509 

Landing  of,  in  North-Carolina,  -        -         -  432 

His  attack  upon  "  three  old  women,"  -         -  712 
Commands  the  land  forces  in  the  attack  on 

Sullivan's  Island,           -         -         -        -  1206 

Corporations,  not  the  voice  of  society,  -         -         -  35 
Correspondence,  (see  Secret.) 
Correspondence,  (see  any  given  name.) 

Corsica,  conquest  of,  compared  with  America,         -  11 

Cortlandt,  Colonel  Philip,  Regimental  Return  from,  916 
Cortlandi's  Manor,  Petition  of  the  people  of,  to  the 

New- York  Congress,     -        -        -         -  1198 

Cossacks,  emigration  of,  to  China,          -        -        -  129 

Coitingen,  George,  punished  by  Court-Martial,        -  760 

Cottrell,  Stephen,  Order  in  Council  signed  by,         -  488 

Couch,  Ebenezer,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut  - 

Militia, 872 

Coulter,  Michael,  relief  granted  to,  by  Virginia  Con- 
vention,     ------  1580 

Council,  Order  in,  at  Court  of  St.  James,        -        -  487 
Governour's,  proceedings  of,  in  Maryland,  732,  740 
Of  General  Officers  at  New- York,       -         -1109 

Of  Safety,  members  of  the  Maryland,  -         -  1503 
Council  of  War,  Lee  calls  a,  in  Virginia,       -          406-7 

Held  in  camp,  before  Quebeck,           -         -  454 

Held  at  Deschambault,     -        -         -         -  454 

Result  of,  at  Chambly,      -         -         -         -  628 

Counsel,  called  in  against  Lord  North's  Bill,  -         -  204 

Counsellors,  the  King's,  fate  of  sundry  of,       -     .     -  244 

Country,  incitements  to  the  love  of,        -         -         -  465 

CoMrt-iWa?-(ia/,  by  what  warrant  held,   -         -        -  112 

Sentences  of  General,       -      427,491,525,6^3, 

635,  636,  637,  759,  760,  891 

Proceedings  of  a  Naval,     -         -         -         -  552 

General,  for  trial  of  New- York  conspirators,  1084 
General,  ordered   by  Maryland  Council   of 

Safety,        -         -        -        -        -        -  1483 

Trial  by,  not  evaded  by  resignation,    -        -  1719 
Courtney,  Hercules,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Artillery, 1293 

Covenhoven,  John,  Vice-President  of  the  New-Jersey 

Congress,    -         -         -         -         -        -'  1070 

Elected  Vice-President  of  the  Convention,   -  1633 

Coventry,  Earl  of,  condemns  Ministers,          -         -  5 

Declares  against  the  German  Treaties,         -  296 

Cowards,  Americans  designated  as  a  race  of,  -        -  37 

Coiven,  Alexander,  Csi])t3.m  Muryhnd  M'lWth,         -  1140 

Cow-Neck,  Committee  of,  to  New- York  Congress,  -  1070 

Cox,  Jamc*,  Captain  of  Maryland  Militia,       -         -  583 

Cradock,  Dr.  John,  elected  Major  Maryland  Militia,  1491 

Declines  the  commission,  -         -         -         -  1192 

Craft,  Wright,  appointed  Ensign  New- York  Militia,  1406 
Craig,  James,  appointed   to  conduct  exchange   of 

Prisoners,   -         -         -        -         _        -  654 
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Craig,  John,  examined  before  New- York  Committee,  1 168 
Cramahe,  H.  T.,  Provincial  Secretary  of  Quebeck,  -  418 
Crampton,  Thomas,  appointed  Lieutenant  Maryland 

Militia,  -  -  ■-  -  -  -  1482 
Crane,  Row-Galley,  commissioned,  .  .  -  652 
Crane,  Isaac,  nominated  Adjutant  New- York  Militia,  1318 
Craney  Island,  enemy  retire  below,  ...  540 
Craven,  Lord,  condemns  the  Address,  -  -  -  1 1 
Craven,  James,  appointed  Ensign  of  North-Carolina 

Militia, 1448 

Crawford,  Captain,  (a  prisoner,)  indulgence  to,       -     667 
Asks  for  leave  to  reside  at  Reading,     -         -     691 
Crawford,  Colonel  James,  Battalion  of,  vote  to  sup- 
port Congress,      -         -         -         -         -     786 
Crawford,  David,  appointed  Ensign  North-Carolina 

Militia, 1446 

Credentials,  difficulty  relating  to,  in  Ulster,     -         -  1417 
Of  Rhode-Island  Delegates  read  in  Congress,  1669 
Of  New-Jersey  Delegates  read  in  Congress,  1725 
Credit,  low  state  of  Colonial,  in  Canada,         -         -     590 
Creeto,  conduct  of  the,  in  North-Carolina,      -         -     431 
Cregier,  Captain  Thomas,  order  to,       -         -         -     410 
Letter  from,  to  Thomas  Randall,         -     714,  992 
Creo-ier,  Grig-e,  Captain  of  the  Putnam,         -         -     477 
Criddle,  William,  Petition  of,  to  Virginia  Convention,  1513 
A  Pension  granted  to,       -         -         -         -1516 
Cripps,  Whitton,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  New- 
Jersey  Militia, 1626 

Cromwell,  Richard,  an  example  of  warning,   -         -     114 
Cromwell,  William,  Collector  of  Assessments  in  Bal- 
timore,       ------  1459 

Crosby,  Reuben,  nominated  Quartermaster  New- York 

Militia, 1318 

Cross,  William,  Chairman  Ulster  Committee,  -  1071 

Cross- CreeZc,  Regulars  ordered  to,  by  Lee,  -  -  721 
Crossby,  John,  punished  for  desertion,  -  -  -  491 
Crow,  Captain,  Arrest  of,  ordered  by  New-Jersey 

Congress, 1642 

Required  to  give  bond,     -         -         -         -  1665 

Crown,  Disposition  to  increase  the  powers  of  the,   -       33 

Mr.  Burke  on  the  powers  of  the,        -         -     176 

Crown  Point,  Schuyler  sets  out  for,      -        -        .  1203 

Sullivan's  Army  arrive  at,  -         -         -         -  1217 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from,  -         -         -         -  1252 

Cruger,  Mr.,  on  Mr.  Fox's  Motion  for  inquiry,        -     266 

Cuff,  Governour,  a  Negro,  of  Connecticut,      -         -     549 

Culbertson,  Ensign,  killed  by  the  Indians,        -         -  1253 

Culloden,  great  stake  on  the  battle  of,   -         -         -     135 

Cumberland,  Mr.,  called  into  House  of  Commons,  -       65 

Cumberland,  the  late  Duke  of,      -         -         -         -     1 1 1 

Cumberland,  Duke  of,  remarks  of  against  the  German 

Treaties,      -----  097 

Cumberland,  Pennsylvania,  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee of,   -        -         -        -     548,756,1116 
Petition  from,  to  Pennsylvania  Assembly,     -     850 
Cumberland,  New-York,  Letter  from  Committee  of,  - 

to  the  Congress,  -         -         -         -         -   1014 
Cumberland,  Nova-Scotia,  extract  of  a  Letter  from,  1043 
Cumberland,  North- Carolina,  Records  of,  conceal- 
ed,      1448 

Cummins,  William,  appointed  Lieutenant  New-Jer- 
sey Militia, 1639 

Cunningham,  Captain,  heroick  action  of,      -        -    496 
Cunningham,  John,  honorably  acquitted  of  disaffec- 
tion in  Virginia,  -----     722 

Cuppaidge,  Lieut.  George,  (a  prisoner,)  is  removed  to 

Yorktown,  ------     659 

Currie,  Lieutenant,  made  prisoner  at  Trois  Rivieres,     828 
Curtenius,  Colonel  P.  T.,  Letter  from  to  New- York 

Congress,    ------  1234 

Curtenius,  Peter,  Accounts  of,  settled,  -  -  .  1430 
Curtis,  Eliphelet,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, 871 

Cashing,  Colonel  Tliomas,  Letter  to,  from  Meshech 

Weare, 440,  1089 

Letter  to,  from  R.  Darby,  Jr.  -  -  -  456 
Cushing,  Nathan,  Instructed  by  his  constituents,  -  699 
Cuthbert,  Captain,  purchase  of  Wheat  from,  -  -  579 
Cypher,  M.  Dubourg's  Alphabet  in,  -  -  -  782 
Cyphers,  Peter,  Order  for  arrest  of,  by  New-Jersey 

Convention,         -----  1657 


Dagworthy,  Colonel  John,  Powder  in  possession  of,  421 
Dallam,  Mansion,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, I140 

Da/ryTTjp/e,  ^'iV  .7.,  character  of  his  Book,  -  -  115 
Dalton,  Tristram,  Representative  of  Newbury  port,  611 
Dalton,  Philip,  (prisoner,)  sent  to  Concord  Jail,  -  611 
Dandridge,  S.,  elected  Lieutenant  of  Virginia  Horse,  1566 
Danforth,  Doctor  Timothy,  Moderator  at  Billerica,  -  556 
Daniel,  Robert,  appointed  Captain  of  North-Carolina 

Militia, 1446 

Daniel,  William,  Order  for  arrest  of,  by  Virginia  Con- 
vention,       1613 

Daniel,  James,  Order  for  arrest  of,  by  Virginia  Con- 
vention,       1613 

Daniclson,  M^illiam,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 

Connecticut  Militia,       -         .         -         .     871 
Resignation  of,         -         -         -         -         -  1086 
D' Antic,  strongly  recommended  to  Congress,        -    776 
Various  efforts  to  engage,  as  artist,       -         -     777 
Darbage,  Mrs.,  sent  to  Washington,  as  suspected,     476 
Dartmouth,  Lord,  defends  the  Administration,         -       10 
Advocates  employment  of  Foreigners,         -       95 
Presents  a  Petition  of  Congress,  -         -     1 18 

Declares  the  paper  presented  to  be  a  copy,  -     119 
Opposes  the  examination  of  Mr.  Penn,        -     118 
Repeats  his  objection  to  the  same,       -         -     125 
Replies  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond,   130,  164,  330 
Is  appointed  to  the  Privy  Seal,  -         -         -     158 
Replies  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,         -      160,  323 
His  contradictions  exposed,        -         -         -     163 
Offers  amendment  to  Lord  North's  Bill,       -     229 
Dartmouth,  Petition  from  Merchants  of,  -         -         -       70 
Davenant,  Political  foresight  of,    -        -        -        -     166 
Davenport,  J.  F.,  account  of,  for  boarding  Govern- 
our Franklin,        -----  1633 
Davidson,  Samuel,  Commander  of  tlifc  Row-Galleys, 
Philadelphia,  protest  against  appointment 

of, -     963 

Conference  of  Committees  act  on  case  of,    -     965 
Committee  of  Safety   assign  reasons  for  ap- 
pointing,    ------  1213 

Committee  of  Safety  appoint  him  to  com- 
mand Floating  Battery,         -         -         -  1283 
The  Captains  refuse  to  recognise,        -         -  12S6 
Copy  of  Instructions  given  to,   -         -         -  1267 
His  command  is  modified,  -         -         -         -  1290 

Davidson,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant  Maryland 

Militia,       ------  1483 

Davin,  M.,  recommended  by  M.  Dubourg,    -        -     775 

Davis,  Major,  Enemy  attempt  to  surprise,       -         -     432 

Davis,  Daniel,  Jun.,  Deposition  of,       -         -         -     570 

Davis,  Alexander,  escape  of,  from  the  Roebuck,     -  1008 

Davis,  iJenry,  sentenced  for  desertion,  -         -         -  1144 

Davis,  Ca/e6,  Secretary  to  Chester  Committee,        -  1196 

Davison,  Joseph,  Letter  from,  to  Washington,  -         -  1 1 1 1 

Dawkins,  Henry,  tlie  confession  of,        -         -         -  1301 

Examined  before  New- York  Congress,  1304, 1308 

Is  ordered  to  be  put  in  irons,      -         -         -  1343 

Petitions  the  New-York  Congress,      -         -  1358 

And  is  relieved  from  his  irons,    -         -         -  1367 

He  exonerates  Philip  Youngs,    -         -         -  1412 

Dawney,  Thomas,  sentenced  for  mutiny,         -         -     427 

Daws,   Abraham,   appointed   Brigade-Adjutant  in 

North-Carolina, 1443 

Promoted  to  Brigade-Major,  -  -  -  1451 
Day,  Richard,  appointed  Major  New-Jersey  Militia,  1633 
Day,  Eltcanah,  Clerk   to    Cumberland   Committee, 

New-York, 1014 

Dayton,  Colonel  Elias,  Adjutant-General's  orders  to,     397 
General  Schuyler's  orders  to,    -        -         -    447, 

578,  642,  645,  647 
General  Sullivan's  orders  to,  -  -  -  493 
Letter  from,  to  General  Schuyler,  -  581,  646 
Letter  from,  to  General  Sullivan,  -  -  51 1 
Remains  in  Tryon  County  to  watch  the  To- 
ries,   609 

Report  of  his  proceedings  there,         -         -     644 

Is  ordered  to  Fort  Stanwix,       -         -         -  1217 

Davton,  Ebenezer,  Clerk  to  Bi-ookhaven  Committee,    573, 

^  710 

Quartermaster  to  the  Suffolk  Minu  to  Regiment,    628 
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Deams,   Captain  Frederick,  taken  into   Baltimore 

Battalion,    ------     583 

Deane,  Mr.,  (Indian  Interpreter,)  leaves  Montreal,     578 
Arrives  at  Albany,  -----     819 

Deane,  Stewart,  Bonds  for  a  Letter  of  Marque,      -  1438 
Deane,  Benjamin,  appointed  Captain  Marines,        -  17*20 
Deare,  Jonathan,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 

New-Jersey  Militia,       -         -         -         -  1653 

Deaver,  John,  elected  Lieutenant  Maryland  Militia,     583 

Debate,  freedom  of,  menaced  in  House  of  Lords,     -       11 

Freedom  of,  asserted  in  House  of  Commons,       49 

Freedom  of,  imputations  aimed  at,       -         -     135 

Comment  on  the  rules  of,  -         -         -         -     165 

Mr.  Burke's  remarks  on  the  restriction  of,     -     171 

In  full  on  General  Conway's  Motion,  -     380 

Debates,  in  New-Jersey  Congress  kept  secret,  -  1616 

De  Brahm,  Mr.,  Engineer  at  Sullivan's  Island,      -  1188 

De  Bow,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New- York, 

Militia, 1350 

Declaration,  postponement  of,  in  Congress,     -         -     807 
Draft  of  the  Pennsylvania  Conference,         -     962 
Promulgation  of  Lord  Howe's,  -         -  1001 

Day  appointed  in  Congress  for  action  on,     -  1028 
Comments  on  report  of,  by  Mr.  Adams,       -  1193 
Letter  to  Mrs.  Adams  on  the  subject  of  the,  1231 
Draft  of,  as  reported,         -         -        .         -  1259 
Made  by  Delegates  of  Maryland  Convention,  1506 
Of  Rights,  reported  to  Virginia  Convention,  1537 
Of  Rights,  amended  and  passed  by  same,    -  1156 
Names  of  Committee  in  Congress  to  prepare,  1702 
As  finally  adopted  in  Congress,  -         -         -  1729 
Ordered  to  be  authenticated  and  signed,        -  1731 
Declaratory  Act,  America  the  only  exception  to  a 

general  acquiescence  in  the,  -         -      126, 127 

Mr.  Dempster's  opinion  of,         -         -         -     155 

Mr.  Burke  gives  a  history  of,     -         -         -     177 

General  Conway  urges  the  repeal  of,  -         -     189 

Decoy,  General  Ward  proposes  a,  at  Boston,  -         -     917 

De  Cow,  Isaac,  resignation  of,      -         -         -         -  1639 

Defence,  Brig,  payment  made  for  fitting  out,  -    651 

Success  of  the,         -         -         -        -         -  1 000 

Defence,  Maryland  ship,  command  of,  offered  to  Col- 
onel Kent,  -         -         -         -         -         -  1 257 

Duty  assigned  to,  by  Maryland  Convention,  1487 
Deforest,  Isaac,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

De  Grey,  Mr.,  supports  Ministers,  -  -  -  105 
De  Groot,  Garret,  Deposition  of,  -         -         -     572 

De  Groat,  David,  appointed  Captain  of  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1654 

De  Haas,  Colonel,  Bread  supplied  to,  by  Connecticut 

Committee,  -----     590 

Is  sent  to  cut  off  enemy's  retreat,        -        -     591 
His  arrival  at  Sorel  looked  for,  -         -      594, 685 
De  Hart,  John,  declines  serving  in  New-Jersey  Con- 
gress, ------  1618 

De  Lancey,  James,  motion  to  examine  rejected,  -  207 
De  Lancey,  Stephen,  declared  disaffected,  -  398,  1073 
Delaplace,  Captain,  resolve  of  Congress  in  case  of,  1669 
Delaroche,  Francis,  information  against,  -         -     584 

Is  charged  with  disaffection,       -         -         -  1349 
Delatush,  Henry,  appointed  Lieutenant  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1636 

Delaivare  River,  Mr.  Innes's  plan  to  protect  the  Colo- 
nies south  of,  from  the  Northern  "  Rebels,"     149 
Mr.  Adams  mentions  the  battle  in,       -         -     429 
Measures  to  protect  the  commerce  of,  -         -  1278 
Resolves  of  Philadelphia  Committee  to  de- 
fend,   657 

Congress  resolve  upon  means  of  obstructing,  1707 
Delaware,  Colony,  Congress  call  on  Assembly  of,  for 

Militia, 708 

Assembly  of,  approve  Resolves  of  Congress,     884 
Assembly  of,  resolve  to  form  a  new  Govern- 
ment,   884 

Assembly  of  called  on  to  furnish  men  for  the 

Flying-Camp, 1258 

Delegates,  considerations  on  the  mode  of  electing,  -  798 
Pay  of  the  Pennsylvania,  to  Congress,  -  862 
Connecticut  instructs  her,  to  vote  forlndepen 
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Delegates,  Letter  from  Maryland,  to  their  Pouncil  of 

Safety,        -         -         -         -    '     -         -     904 
Letter  from  E.  Pendleton  and  others  to  the 

Virginia, 932 

Letter  from    New- York,   to    the    Congress 

thereof,        -----    934,  1391 

List  of,  in  the  Maryland  Convention,  -         -  1485 

List  of,  in  the  Virginia  Convention,     -         -  1509 

Elected  by  Virginia,  to  Congress,        -         -  1582 

New-Jersey  decides  upon  the  number  of  her,  1628 

And  gives  them  Instructions,      -         -         .  1628 

De  Lomont,  Gillet,  recommended  by  M.  Dubourg,     775 

De  Malsbourg,  Minister  of  Hesse  Cassel,        -         -     276 

•  Dcmmit,  John,  appointed  Ensign  Maryland  Militia,     583 

Democracy,  principles  of,  examined,      -         -         -     751 

Democraticus, "  Loose  Thoughts"  of,  on  Government,     730 

De  Monticux,  M.,  manufacturer  of  Arms,      -         -     777 

M.  Dubourg's  qualified  recommendation  of,     782 

Dempster,  Mr.,  Speech  of,  on  American  affairs,      -      58 

Objects  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,    ^  65 

Is  in  favour  of  the  Militia  Bill,  -         -         -       86 

Compliments  General  Conway,  -         -     155 

Seconds  Lord  Folkenstone's  Motion,  -         -     198 

Moves  the  examination  of  De  Lancey,         -     207 

Replies  to  Lord  North,      -         -         -      209,  210 

Accuses  Ministers  of  stifling  inquiiy,    -         -     265 

Reprobates  the  system  of  Contractors,         -     316 

Denbigh,  Earl  of,  defends  employment  of  Foreign 

Troops, 96 

Moves  to  postpone  examination  of  Mr.  Penn,     123 
Interrogates  him  on  the  stand,    -         -         -     128 
Makes  an  attack  upon  the  Duke  of  Richmond,     219 
Denice,  Dcnice,  appointed  Major  New-Jersey  Militia,  1652 
Denmark,  Sergeant,  Lee  gives  promotion  to,          -     406 
D'Ennery,  General  Conway's  character  of,    -         -     380 
Dennet,  Mark,  appointed  Third  Lieutenant  of  Frigate,  1699 
Dennis,  John,  Secretary  to  New-Jersey  Committee,     468 
Dennis,  Captain  Patrick,  valuable  captures  by,      -     629 
Dennis,  R.,  Clerk  to  Snow-Hill  Committee,  -         -     631 
Dennis,  Benjamin,  elected  Captain  of  Militia,         -    631 
Commissioned  as  such,      .         -         -         -  1473 
Dennis,  Charles,  resignation  of,  in  North-Carolina,  1452 
Dennis,  John,  Letter  of,  sent  by  New-Jersey  to  Con- 
gress,   1636 

Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  of,  1665 
Dennison,  George,  commands  Letter  of  Marque,  -  1454 
Dennistoun,  Richard,  declared  disaffected,  -  -  722 
Dent,  John,  appointed  Colonel  of  Maryland  Flying 

Camp, 1490 

Promoted  to  Brigadier-General  of  Maryland 

Flying-Camp, 1499 

Deposition,  John  BiUington's,       -         -         -         -     646 

John  Emmes,  a  Delaware  Pilot's,        -         -  1006 

Depue,  Moses,  recommended  for  appointment,         -     545 

Is  appointed  Ensign  New-York  Militia,        -  1345 

Deputies,  the  Maryland,  to  Congress,    -        -        -    462 

Letter  to  the  Maryland,  from  their  Council  of 

Safety,  -         -         -         -    682,754,782 

Instructions   of  Pennsylvania   Assembly   to 
their,  ------     755 

From  City  and  County  of  New-York  to  the 
Provincial  Congress,      -         -         -         -  1310 

The  Maryland  called  to  attend  Convention,  -  1485 
To  Congress,  chosen  by  Maryland  Conven- 
tion,   1499 

Names  of,  to  New- Jersey  Congress,   -        -  1615 
Pay  of  the  same,     -----  1659 

Restrictions  removed  from  the  Maryland,     -  1727 
Deputy  Engineers,  pay  of,  by  Congress,        -         -  1673 
Derby,  Richard,  Jan.,  Letter  from,  to  Thomas  Gush- 
ing,   -------     456 

Dering,  Sir  Edward,  objects  to  a  clause  in  Lord 

North's  Bill, 201 

Deschambaxdt,  extract  of  a  Letter  dated  at,  -  -  398 
Propriety  of  fortifying,  considered,  -  -  448 
Council  of  War  held  at,  -  -  -  -  454 
Difficulties  of  taking  post  there,  -         -     482 

The  Canada  Army  continue  at,  -         -     538 

General  Thomas  is  unwilling  to  abandon,     -     5S9 


Arnold  advises  the  holding, 
Council  of  War  resolve  to  abandon, 
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Deschambault,  Sullivan  determines  to  fortify,  - 

Congress  order  the  fortification  of, 
De  Schlieffen,  Baron,  Minister  of  Cassel, 
Deserters,  great  number  of,  from  Bedel's  Regiment, 
Efforts  of  New- York  Congress  to  apprehend, 
Desertion,  punishment  for,  too  lenient,  -         -  - 

Dcshon,  Richard,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Despatches,  Motion  for  a  copy  of  Howe's,       -      359 
Despotism,  Administration  accused  of,    - 

The  necessary  consequence  of  reducing  the 
Colonies,     -         -         -         -         -'       - 

De  Torden,  General  Conway  quotes  the  story  of,     - 
Dc  Tot,  Chevalier,  M.  Dubourg  recommends, 
Detroit,  an  expedition  against,  advised, 
Devins,  Richard,  Letter  to,  from  A.  Hobart,  - 
Devonshire,  Address  of  Militia  of,  defended,    - 
Mr.  Burke's  opinion  of  it,  - 
Mr.  Fox  comments  on  it,  - 
Dctvce's  Island,  landing  of  the  Enemy  on, 
Deivces,  Thomas,  inquiry  into  conduct  of,  as  Jailor, 
De  Witt,  Isaac,  suspicions  against,         -         -         . 
De  Witt,  Tliomas,  appointed  Captain  of  Marines,    - 
Uewifi,  Jaco6  it..  Captain  of  Rangers, - 
Dcwitt,  Colonel  Charles,  return  from,  to  New- York 
Congress,    ------ 

D'Hangest,  brothers,  Artillery  Officers, 
Dick,  Samuel,  appointed  Colonel  New-Jersey  Militia, 
Dickenson,  Briltingham,  elected  Lieutenant  Mary- 
land Militia, 

Dickerson,  Brigadier-General,  call  for  Militia  of,    - 
Dickinson,  John,  one  of  the  Secret  Committee, 
Dickinson,  Charles,  Letter  from,  to  Maryland  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,         -         -         -         .         - 
Dickinson,  Henry,  Deposition  of,  -         -         - 

Dickson,  Edward,  expenses  of,  as  Express,     - 
Diltz,  Christopher,  fined  by  New-Jersey  Conference, 
Dimon,  Major,  bold  conduct  of,  towards  Tories, 
Dinner,  apology  for  an  invitation  to,  on  Fast-Day,  - 
New-York  Committee  give  a,  to  Washing- 
ton, he,     ------ 

Washington  accepts  the  invitation  to,  - 
Toasts  drank  at  the,  -         -         -         - 

Dinwiddie,  Virginia,  Memorial  to  Committee  of,    - 
Disaffected,  Report  in  New-York  Congress  on  the. 
List  of,  in  several  Counties  of  New- York,     - 
Resolves  of  Virginia  Convention  relating  to 

the, -         - 

Resolves  of  New-Jersey  Congress  relating  to 
the,    -----           1625, 
Order  of  New-Jersey  Congress  to  arrest  sun- 
dry,    

Sundry,  ordered  before  New-Jersey  Congress 
for  trial,       ------ 

Congress  recommend  Delaware  to  disarm  Iier, 

Congress  recommend  to  New- York  to  restrain 

her,    ------- 

Discipline,  great  laxity  of,  in  the  Canada  Army, 
Discovery,  Sloop,  Captain  Smedley  commands, 
Dissentient,  on  Lord  North's  Bill,  -         .         . 

On  Duke  of  Richmond's  motion  for  Address, 
Distress,  one  of  the  Ministerial  plans,     -         -         - 
Dixon,  John,  appointed  Captain  Connecticut  Militia, 
Dixon,  John,  Jun.,  Petition  of,  to  Virginia  Conven- 
tion, ------- 

Doane,  Hezekiah,  Town  Clerk  of  Willfield,  - 
Doble,  Joseph,  appointed  Second  Lieutenant  of  Fri- 
gate, -         -         -         -         - 

Dodge,  Henry,  appointed  Second  Lieutenant  of  Ma- 
rines, ------ 

DonneU,  Nathaniel,  Secretary  to  Philadelphia  Com- 
mittee,       ------ 

Dorchester,  Letter  to  Committee  of,  from  Maryland 
Council  of  Safety,         -         .         .         - 
Appointment  of  Militia  Officers  for,     - 
Appointment  of  Judges  of  Election  for, 
Dorset,  Md.,  pay  to  Militia  Officers  in,  County, 
Dorsey,  Thomas,  chosen  Captain  ^Maryland  Militia, 
Letter  from,  to  Maryland  Council  of  Safety, 
Doty,  Bmajah,  appointed  Major  of  North-Carolina 

Militia, 
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Doty,  Hull,  appointed  Commissary  of  North-Carolina 

Militia, 

Inlists  as  a  soldier,  -         -         -         -         - 

Dougherty,  Henry,  instruction  to  Captain, 

Douglas,  Captain,  his  account  of  things  at  Quebeck, 

Douglaf,  William,  appointed  Colonel  of  Connecticut 
Militia, 

Douglas,  John,  appointed  Colonel  of  Connecticut 
Militia, 

Douglass,  Mr.  St.  Leger,  supports  Lord  North's  Bill, 

Douglass,  George  S.,  elected  Captain  of  Maryland 
Militia, 

Douglass,  Asa,  Letter  from,  to  Washington,  - 

Offers  information  to  New- York  Congress,   - 

Douglass,  Richard,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 
Militia, 

Douw,  Volkert  P.,  Letter  from,  to  R.  Yates, 
Letter  to,  from  General  Schuyler, 

Dovms,  state  of  the  Fleet  in  the,  -         -         -         - 

Downs,  William,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 
Militia, 

Doge.  John,  appointed  Quartermaster  Pennsylvania 
Militia, 

Drffo-on,  enormous  expense  of  ship  of  war, 

Drake,  Sir  Francis,  compliment  to,      - 

Drake,  Uriah,  recommended  for  Captaincy,  - 

Drake,  Phineas,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 
Militia, 

Drake,  Saviuel,  elected  Colonel  by  New- York  Con- 
gress, -         -         - 

Drake,  Colonel  Gilbert,  losses  of,  in  disbursement, 
repaid  to,    -         -         - 

Draper,  Captain  S.,  inoculation  of,        -         -         - 

Draper,  Midshipman,  Continental  Congress  agree  to 

exchange,    -         -         -         -  1279,  1687 

Drum  Point,  complaints  of  Maryland  Militia  at,      -     613 
Reply  of  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to,      -     689 

Drum-Major,  North-Carolina  gives  to  each  Regi- 
ment a,       -----         - 

Pay  of,  in  the  Maryland  Regulars, 

Drummond,  Caye,  New-Jersey  dissolves  Committee 

of, 

Drury,  John,  escape  of,  from  the  Roebuck,    - 

Duane,  James,  Circular  from,       -         -         -         - 

Lettei-s  from,  to  New- York  Congress,    1314-1316 
Is  elected  Chairman  of  Board  of  Treasury,  -  1315 

Dubois,  Major  Lewis,  promotion  of,  recommended,  482, 

1705,  1718 
Honourably  mentioned  by  Congress,  -  -  1008 
George  Clinton  recommends,  -  -  -  1064 
Congress  promote  him  to  the  rank  of  Colonel,  1082 
Is  commissioned  as  such,  -         -         -         -  1721 

Dubois,  Mrs.  Jane,  order  for  removal  of,  from  Wil- 
mington, North-Carolina,        .         -         - 

Dubois,  David,  appointed  Captain  of  Marines, 

Dubois,  Henry,  appointed  Adjutant,      .         -         - 

Dubourg,  Barbae,  Letter  from,  to  Dr.  Franklin, 

Strong  devotion  of,  to  America,  -         -         - 
Recommends  the  Chevalier  Kirmovan, 

Du  Buke,  Dr.,  suspicions  against,  as  a  Spy,  - 

Duck,  shipment  of  Holland,  for  Maryland, 

Ducker,  William,  offers  his  services  to  New-York 
Congress,        ------ 

Du  Coudray,  M.,  recommended  as  Chief  of  Artillery, 

Dudley,  Viscount,  seconds  motion  for  Address, 

Replies  to  Lord  Camden,  -         -         -         - 
And  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 

Dudley,  Moses,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 
Militia, 

Dudley,  David,  (3d,)  appointed  Ensign  Connecticut 
Mihtia, 

Ducr,  Judge,  accompanies  Colonel  Dayton  to  Tryon, 
Is  sent  to  Albany  with  secret  information,     - 

Dufield,  Mr.,  discourse  of,  noticed  by  J.  Adams,     - 

Dus-an,  Cumberland,  Letters  to,  from  the  Maryland 

Council  of  Safety,  -         -         -      948,986 

Dusro-an,  Colonel  J.,  supplies  flour  from  his  Mills  on 

'"^        the  Sorel,    ------     593 

A  Court  of  Inquiry  on,  by  request,      -         -     923 

Duguid,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  Pennsylvania 

Battalion, I'^'O^ 
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Dumas,  M.,  Letter  from,  to  the  Secret  Cornmittce,     443 
Duncan,  Daniel,  appointed  Ensign  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia, -        -      _  -         -_        -         -         -     872 
Duncan,  John,  charged  witli  Toryism,  -         -         -  1073 
Dundas,  Mr.  Henry,  sentiments  of,       -         -         -       49 
Declares  against  America,  -         -         -     181 

Dundee,  Captain,  receives  a  Pass,         .         .         ^     609 
Which  is  disapproved  of  by  Washington,     -     769 
Duncvil,  Daniel,  punished  by  Court-Martial,  -         -.    760 
Dunham,  Daniel,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia,        ......     874 

Dunham,  Azariah,  is  recommended  as  Commissary,  1631 

Declines  the  appointment,  -         .         -  1657 

Dunlcirk,  Foreign  Troops  employed  at,  -         -     1 14 

"  Ever}'  post  in  America"  a,      -         -         -     259 

Report  that  the  French  are  fortifying,  -     612 

Dunlop,  James,  Virginia  Convention'  pronounce  claim 

of,  fraudulent,       -         -         -         -       '  -  1592 

Dunmorc,  Lord,  predatory  war  of,  censured,  -  -  363 
Conduct  of,  reprobated  in  England,  -  -  509 
Note  from,  to  the  Commanding  Officer  at 

Norfolk, 541 

Notice  of  his  movements,  -         -     576,  904 

Unites  his  forces  with  Captain  Hammond,  617 
Maryland  declares  herself  ready  for,  -  -  682 
Letter  from,  read  in  Virginia  Convention,  -  1518 
Virginia  Convention  treat  with,  for  exchange 

of  Prisoners,  -  -  -  -  -  1523 
Personal  Estate  of,  ordered  for  sale,  -  -  1573 
Commissioners  appointed  to   dispose  of  his 

Estate, 1586 

Dunn,  William,  proceedings  of  Richmond  Commit- 
tee on,        ...--.     436 
Is  examined  before  the  Committee,      -         -     437 
Dunn,   Lieutenant- Colonel   M.,   resignation    of,  in 

New-Jersey,  -----  1653 

Dunn,  John,  appointed  Mjuor  New-Jersey  Militia,  -  1 653 

Is  attached  to  the  Flying-Camp,  -         -  1657 

Dunning,  Mr.,  opposes  the  Address,      -         -         -       45 

His  opinions  on  the  Bill  of  Rights,      -         -       51 

His  arguments  supported,  -         -        -         -      54 

Speech  of,  on  the  Militia  Bill,    -         -         -       7S 

He  apologizes  to  Mr.  Acland,    -         -         -       81 

Speech  of,  on  Lord  North's  Bill,         -         -     194 

Speech  of,  on  Mr.  Townshend's  Motion,      -     259 

Dunstable,  proceedings  in  Committee  of,         -         -     712 

Duj)ree,  Leivis,  appointed  Major  of  North-Carolina 

Militia, 1446 

Dup\ii,  I^ticholas,  Chairman  of  Northampton  Asso- 
ciation,      -....-     614 
Durhin,  John,  appointed  Captain  of  New- York  Mi- 
litia,   1425 

Durlcce,  Jedediah,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Diisenhury,  Moses,  nominated  Colonel  of  New-York 

Militia, 13 

Dutch  Auction,  propositions  in  House  of  Commons 

compared  to,        -         -         -  .      -         -     157 
Dutchess  of  Gordon,  criminal  intercourse  with  Ship,     710 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  appeal  by  Committee  of,   1070 
Deputies  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,         -  1310 
Letter  from  Committee  of,  to  Provincial  Con- 
gress,   1317 

Resolve  for  raising  a  Company  in,  -  -  1424 
Duty,  enumerated,  an  account  of,  for  Nova-Scotia,  65 
Duvall,   Gabriel,   Clerk   to  Maryland   Council  of 

Safety, 733 

Elected  Clerk  to  Convention,     -         -         -  1044 
J^etter  to,  from  Lieutenant  Bracco,      -         -  1211 
Re-elected  Clerk  to  Council  of  Safety,         -  1465 
Duyckinck,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 

New-Jersey  Militia,       -         .         -         .  1657 

Refuses  to  accept,    -----  1658 

And  is  appointed  Colonel,  -         -         -  1660 

Duyclcinclc,  Christopher,  complaints  made  against,  -  1348 

Hearing  of,  postponed,      -         -         -         -   1363 

Dmg/i^,  Joscp/t,  bonds  for  Letter  of  Marque,  -  1438 

Dyckman,  Sampson,   Report   from,  to   New-York 

Committee,  -----  1163 

Earle,  Joseph,  elected  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maryland 

Flying-Camp, 1490 


Eastbum,  Benjamin,  appointed  Lieutenant  Maryland 

Militia,       ------  1470 

Eastham,  Mass.,  Vote  of,  on  Independence,   -         -     706 
Kasthampton,  N.  Y.,  Census  of  Inhabitants  of,         -  1243 
East-India  Company,  violation  of  the  rights  of,        -     113 
East-Indies,  critical  state  of  the,   -         -         -         -       42 

Elton,  Aaron,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,   873 

EbeJing,  John,  asks   pardon  of  Berks  County,  Pa.,     907 
Eden,  Govcrnour,  Letter   to,   from  Captain   Ham- 
mond,          617,739 

Resolves  of  Virginia  Convention  relating  to,     629 
Maryland  Council  of  Safety  agree  to  depart- 
ure of,         -----         -     687 

Lord  Germaine's  intercepted  Letter  to,  -  733 
His  Letter  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  -  734,  1045 
Answer  of  Council  of  Safety  to,  -    734,  1046 

Gives  the  Parole  demanded  of  him,  -  -  736 
Address  of  Maryland  Convention  to,  -  -  738 
Letter  to,  from  Samuel  Smith,  -  -  -  806 
The  Fowey  arrives  off  Annapolis  for,  -  1034 

Proceedings  of  Convention  relating  to,  -  1044 

Correspondent  Proceedings  of  Maryland  and 

Virginia  Conventions  on,        -            1505,  1544 
Eden,  James,  appointed  Major  of  Maryland  Flying- 
Camp,        1490 

Edgel,  George,  punished  by  Court-Martial,    -         -     760 
Edict,  the  Kjng  of  Portugal's,       -         -         -         .  1255 
Edie,  Lieutenant,  made  prisoner  after  a  brave  resist- 
ance, ------     828 

Edmond,  William,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Edmondson,  Samuel,  elected  Quartermaster  of  Mary- 
land Militia, 1493 

Edward,  the  spirit  of  King,  invoked,      -         -         -       4 1 
ii^warfZ  i/.,  cause  of  Dethronement  of,           -         -     140 
Edward  IV.,  enthroned  by  a  Congress,          -         -     141 
Edwards,  Enoch,  Secretary  to  Philadelphia  Com- 
mittee,         500,  906 

J5c&.  JS(i2t"«rrf,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,   873 

Effingham,  Earl  of,  questions  Lord  Townshend,      -       10 
Opinion  of,  on  employment  of  Foreigners,    -       93 
Supports  the  Motion  to  examine  Mr.  Penn,     121 
Remarks  on  the  scarcity  of  Recruits,            -     135 
Opposes  the  German  Treaties,  -         -         -     300 
His  view  of  the  Evacuation  of  Boston,          -     367 
Egerton,  Sir  Thomas,  defends  Manchester  Address,       81 
Eichelberger,  Bennet,  elected  Lieutenant  of  Mary- 
land Militia, 583 

Elderkin,  Vine,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia,       -         - 872 

Eldridge,  Rolfe,  Clerk  of  Buckingham  Committee,     461 
Eldridge,  Major  Eli,  Resignation  of,  New-Jersey,  -  1624 
Election,  Proceedings  of  Pennsylvania  Conference 

regulating,  -         -         -         -         -         -     957 

Judges  of,  appointed  by  the  Conference,       -     959 

Regulation  for  holding,  in  Maryland,  -         -  1498 

Ordinance  in  New-Jersey  to  regulate,  -  1645 

Electoral  Troops,  employment  of,  unconstitutional,  -       15 

Electors,  "  Columbus"  to  the  New- York,        -         -     823 

Eliot,  Isaac,  Chairman  of  Fredericksburg  (New- York) 

Committee,  -----  1252 

Elizabeth,  fortitude  of,         -----       42 

Elizabcthtown,  N.  J.,  an  attack  on,  feared,     -         -  1265 
Reception  of  the  enemy  at,        -         -         -  1272 
Letter  from    New-York  Congress  to  Com- 
mittee of,     - 1440 

Ellc,  Pennsylvania,  the  Battalion  of,  declare  for  In- 
dependence,        -----     786 
Elligood,  Mary,  Petition  of,  to  Virginia  Convention,  1550 
Elliot,  Sir  Gilbert,  defends  Lord  North,  -         -       58 

Supports  the  Ministry,       -         -         -        99,  265 
EUis,  Mr.  Welbore,  calls  for  Return  of  "  Rebel" 

Army, 99 

Objects  to  Mr.  Burke's  Bill,  -  -  -  180 
Is  characterized  by  Mr.  Fox,  -  -  -  185 
Speech  of,  on  Mr.  Townshend's  Motion,  -  259 
Promises  to  "  crush  the  rebellious  Americans,"  265 
Opposes  Colonel  Barre's  Motion,  -  -  359 
Hlis,  John,  examination  of,  read,  .         -         .     204 
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Ellis,  Richard,  (North-Carolina,)  Letter  of  Marque 

granted  to, 1453 

Ellis,  William,  elected  Major  by  New-Jersey  Con- 
gress,            1649 

Elhioorth,  William,  Letter  from,  to  New-York  Con- 
gress, .        _        _        .        .      446,  546 
Elmore,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  promotion  of,  comment- 
ed on,         -        -        -         -        -         -941 

Elmer,  Jonathan,  President  of  Greenwich   (New- 
Jersey.)  Committee,      -         -         -         -  691 

Elms,  Thomas,  Papermaker,  Petition  of,          -         -  615 

Ely,  Calvin,  appointed  Master  of  Row-Galley,        -  1086 

Ely,  Captain  John,  promotion  of,           .         -         .  1223 

Ely,  Adrian,  promotion  of,  -         -         -         -         -  1225 

£7n6ar^o,  Governour  Trumbull  proclaims  an,-         -  483 
Act  of  Connecticut  Assembly  laying  an,       -  867 
Suspended  in  favour  of  ihe  Troops,   -         -  877 
Suspended  in  favour  of  Captain  Brattle,      -  881 
Emcry,T.  /., ordered  to  remove  from  Newbern,  North- 
Carolina,     ------  1451 

Emmes,  John,  Deposition  of,         -         -         -         -  1006 

Account  of  his  escape  from  the  Roebuck,    -  1008 
Appointed  Lieutenant  of  Fire  Brig,  at  Phila- 

.delphia, 1293 

Engineer,  the  Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety  ask 

for  an, 938 

Engineers,  M.  Dubourg  engages  several  French,      -  775 

Schuyler's  difficulties  for  want  of,         -         -  912 

England,  "  The  arbitress  of  Europe,"    -         -         -  43 

View  of  the  Constitution  of,       -         -         -  749 

Englishmen,  excluded  from  the  Gallery  of  the  House 

of  Lords,     ------  171 

EnnaUs,  Thomas,  his  account  of  things  at  Hooper's 

Strait, 1209 

Enterprise,  Letter  of  Marque  granted  to  Brig,          -  1438 

List  of  Officers,  &;c.,  on  board  the,     -         -  1439 

Enthusiasm,  Americans  inflamed  with,  -         -         -  42 
Eppes,  Francis,  appointed  Messenger  to  the  Virginia 

Convention,          -----  1512 

Errickson,  Jome*,  appointed  Ensign  Maryland  Militia,  1476 
Erskine,   Sir   William,   recommended    to    General 

Howe, 766 

Erskine,  Thomas,  held  under  parole,      -         -         .  1450 

Ervin,  JVilliam,  recommended  for  Lieutenancy,       -  546 

Ervin,  James,  recommended  for  Ensigncy,      -         -  546 

Escheats,  cruel  practice  in  Nova-Scotia  regarding,    -  64 

Esopus,  Prisoners  at,  -         -         -         -         -         -  609 

Washington  advises  a  safer  place  than,         -  769 

Essex,  N.  J.,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of,   -         -  890 

Letter  from  Washington  to  Committee  of,    -  1141 

Estimate  of  men  wanted  for  transporting  provisions,  565 

Estimates,  reference  of,  to  Committee  of  the  Whole,  142 

Colonel  Barre's  objections- to,     -         -         -  145 

Mr.  Hartley's,  of  probable  expenses  of  the 

war,  -         -         -         -        -        -        -  346 

Europe,  probable  interference  of  the  Powers  of,       -  153 
Evans,  William,  Chairman  of  Chester  (Pennsylva- 
nia) Committee,  -----  422 

Calls  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,      -      625,  889 

Evans,  Thomas,  declared  to  be  disaffected,     -         -  722 

Evans,  George,  Letter  from,  to  M.  Hillegas,  -         -  833 
Evans,  Israel,   appointed    Chaplain  .by  New- York 

Congress,    ------  1400 

Evans,  Thomas,  appointed  Ensign  of  North-Carolina 

Militia, 1444 

Evans,  Philip,  appointed  Ensign  of  Maryland  Militia,  1473 
Everard,  Thomas,  appointed  Judge  of  Admiralty, 

Virginia,     ------  1314 
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New- York  Congress  act  on  his  report. 
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Resolve  on  the  subject  of,  by  New- Jersey 
Convention,  -         -         _         .         - 

JFYnn,  Anthony,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New- York 
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Waits  on  New- York  Congress  by  order  of 

Putnam, -  1340 

Fleming,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  "Hearts 
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Forman,  Ezekiel,  gives  bond  to  New-Jersey  Con- 
vention,     ---..-  1634 
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at, 675 

Return  of  Ordnance  and  Ordnance  Stores  at,  677 
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Washington  recommends  the  securing, 
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Congress  approve  of  Schuyler's  taking  post  at, 
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Foster,  James,  elected  Lieutenant  Maryland  Militia,      583 
Foster,  Fhenezer,  (prisoner,)  enlarged  on  parole  bond,  1650 
Foundry,  Virginia  Convention  r^oive  to  establish  a 

Cannon,      ------  1536 

Fountain,  Stephen,  Deposition  against,  -         -         -     570 

Proceedings  of  Brookhaven  Committee  on,   -     710 

Is  committed  to  Jail  in  New- York,      -         -  1383 
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Maryland   Convention    prohibit    intercourse 
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Fowler,  John,  sentenced  for  desertion,   -         -         -     427 
Fowler,  Ebenezer,  Jun.,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Con- 
necticut Militia, 872 

Folder,  Solomon,  summoned  to  appear  before  Com- 
mittee,       -1181 

Fox,  Mr.,  Speech  of,  in  House  of  Commons,  -         -       44 
Vindicates  his  father  and  the  Duke  of  Grafton,       48 
Objects  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,        65 
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Speech  on  the  Message  to  the  Irish  Parliament,     262 
Supports  Mr.  ConoUy  against  Lord  North,  -     263 
Moves  to  refer  the  ill-success  of  the  Army  to 
a  Committee,       -----     264 

Eulogizes  General  Montgomery,  -         -     314 

Is  violent  against  Lord  North's  measures,  383,  385 
FoT,  Frederick,  Letter  from,  to  Committee  on  Indian 

Affairs, 573 

France,  interference  of,  unnecessary,  -  -  -  9 
Rumor  of  aid  from,  to  Great  Britain,  -  -  83 
The  interest  of,  to  assist  America,  -  -  133 
State  of,  examined  by  Mr.  Burke,  -  -  172 
Neutrality  of,  not  to  be  expected,  -  -  379 
M.  Dumas's  opinions  as  to  the  course  of,  -  444 
M.  Dubourg's  evidences  of  the  good  will  of,  771 
Officers  from,  offer  their  services  to  Congress,     775 


Francis,  Colonel  Turbutt,  desired  to  attend  Congress,  1687 
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Letter  to,  from  Messrs.  CaiToll  and  Chase,  -  482 
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Franklin,  Governour  William,  Pixx'lamation  by,      -  626 
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Resolve  of  New- Jersey  Congress  touching,  -  1620 
Colonel  Heard  ordered  to  bring  him  before 

Congress, 1624 
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Franks,  D.  S.,  (of  N.  Y.,)  Passport  granted  to,     -  1438 
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Frazier,  Thomas,  appointed  Captain  of  Maryland 

Militia,        ------  1470 

Frazier,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, 1470 

Frederick,  Md.,  Council  of  Safety  to  Committee  of,  722 
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Commons,            -----  45 
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Militia, 1627 
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Friend,  CAarZes,  rewarded  by  New-York  Congress,  1314 
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Frigate,  launch  of  a  Continental,  at  Portsmouth,    -  698 
Frigates,  Congress  appoint  Officers  and  give  names 

to  the, 1699 

Frisby,  Richard,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, 1468 

Frisby,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, -  1468 

Fiitz,  Frederick,  fined  by  New-Jersey  Convention,  1656 

JVoissar<,  the  Chronicles  of,  referred  to,         -         -  116 

Frost,  Thomas,  trial  of,  before  Richmond  Committee,  437 

Discharge  of,  by  Richmond  Committee,       -  438 

Fruits,  account  of,  exported  to  Nova-Scotia,  -         -  65 
Furman,  Robert,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New- York 

.  Mihiia, 1416 

Gadsden,  Christopher,  Letter  from,  to  Colonel  Moul- 
trie, -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1192 

Gage,  General,  Army  of,  referred  to  in  the  House  of 

Commons,  ------  37 

Letter  from,  to  Washington,  not  his  own,     -  40 

Washington's  Letter  to,  again  noticed,         -  100 
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General,  Gage,  Information  from,  expected,    -         -     122 

IVo  victory  achieved  by,    -         -         -         -     129 

Animadversions  of  Mr.  Burke  on,       -         -     173 

Proclamations  of,  ridiculed,         -         .         -     242 

Comments  on  the  appointment  of,       -         -     293 

Is  accused  of  "  savage  duplicity"  by  J.  Lovell,  1076 

Gage,  Captain  James,  Company  Return  from,         -  1228 

Gageboroitgh,  Mass.,  Vote  of,  on  Independence,       -     703 

Gaithcr,  f^cAeZ,  appointed  Captain  Maryland  Militia,  1472 

Galbraith,  Colonel  B.,  Resolve  of  Privates  of  his 

Battalion, 568 

Galbraith,  William,  elected  Captain  ]\Iaryland  Militia,  583 
Gallant's  Point,  purchase  of,  by  North-Carolina,  -  1445 
Galleys,  Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety  resolve 

to  build,     -        .        .        -        -        -    657 
Congress  determine  on,  for  Virginia,   -         -  1672 
Gallop,  Bcnadam,  appointed  Major  of  the  Connecticut 

Militia, 871 

GaUoicny,  John,  introduced  to  Worcester  Committee,     618 
Galloway,  Samuel,  Petition  of,  to  Maryland  Council 

of  Safety,  ...         -         -  1045 

Galsworthy,  Samuel,  information  against,         -         -     584 
Is  charged  with  disaffection,       .         -         -   1349 
Galusha,  David,  Letter  from,  to  Governour  Trumbull,     1 1 5 
The  Governour's  reply  to,  ...  1276 

Gaming,  Baltimore  Committee  endeavour  to  suppress,   1 463 
Virginia  Convention  pass  Resolves  against,  1590 
Gano,  Daniel,  appointed  Lieutenant  by  Congress,  -  1722 
Gansevoorl,  Colonel,  great  desertion  from  Regiment  of,     942 
Garble,  Earl  Gower's  definition  of  the  term,    -         -     120 
Gardner,  Joseph,  Clerk  to  Elk  Battalion,  Pennsylva- 
nia,  -------    786 

Gardner,  Mrs.,  Petition  of,  referred  to  Committee  on 

Spies,         ..--..  1706 
Garrett,  Amos,  Letters  from,  to  Maryland  Council 

of  Safety, 904,  1140 

Garrick,  Lord  Lyttelton  compared  to,  -         -         -     164 
Garrish,  John,  appointed  Ensign  New-Jersey  Militia,  1639 
Garrison,  John,  declines  a  commission,           -         -  1314 
Gassaway,  John,  resigns  his  Ensigncy  in   Flying- 
Camp,         -  1503 

Gates,   Adjutant-General,  order  from,  to   Colonel 

Dayton, 397 

Is  promoted  to  be  Major-General.        -   473,  1671 
Washington  sends  him  to  attend  Congress,   -     500 
Letter  to,  from  Dr.  Foster,         -         -        -     501 
His  arrival  at  Philadelphia,         -         -         .     533 
Is  introduced  to  the  President  of  Congress,  -     506 
Letter  to,  from  General  Arnold,  -         -     649 

Mr.  Henshaw  congratulates  him,         -         -     757 
His  promotion  announced  in  General  Orders,     761 
Is  appointed  to  command  in  Canada,  -   .948, 1709 
Washington  reports  him  as  preparing  for  his 
command,  ------     991 

Letter  from,  to  Dr.  Franklin,     -         -         -  1040 
Letter  to,  from  William  Gordon,         -         -  1041 
Washington's  Instructions  to,      -         -  .      -  1052 
Letter  to,  from  General  Schuyler,        -         -  1071 
Letter  to,  from  General  Lee,      -         -         .  1128 
Difficulties  of,  with  Schuyler,  as  to  command,  1200 
Statement  of  the  difficulties  assented  to  by,  -  1202 
Letter  from  Committee  of  Panton  to,  -  1274 

Gautier,  Andrew,  is  ordered  before  New-York  Con- 
gress, -         -         -         -         -         -  1335 

He  appears,  and  his  hearing  is  postponed,  -  1345 
The  case  of,  considered,  -  -  .  -  1360 
He  is  declared  an  enemy,  -         -         -  1361 

Is  pardoned  on  confession,  &c.,  -         -  1365 

Gay,  Fisher,  appointed  Colonel  Connecticut  Militia,  871 
Gaylord,  Giles,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Gayncs,  S')'»ico?i,  appointed  Ensign  Connecticut  Militia,  871 
Gazette,  London,  a  vehicle  of  false  information,  1 13, 236 
The  infamy  of;  asserted,  -  -  -  .  509 
Account  in,  of  the  attack  on  Sullivan's  Island,  1 208 
Gee,  Chappell,  resignation  of,  in  North-Carolina,  -  1450 
Geekie,  Jawm,  appointed  Surgeon  of  North-Carolina 

Militia, 1449 

Gehe,  Joseph,  elected  Ensign  Maryland  Militia,       -     5S3 

General,  anecdote  of  a  Swedish,  -         -         -         .     234 

Duty  of  a,  to  negotiate  as  well  as  fight,        -    382 


Genera?  0/'rfcr«,  Schuyler's  at  Albany,  .         -     415 

Washington's  at  New- York,    426-8,  491-2,  524, 

525-6,  761,  890,  1 144-11.50, 1269-1271 

Putnam's,  in  VVashington's  absence,  633-637, 759 

General  Putnam,  the  armed  Schooner,  -         -         -     410 

Cruise  of,  in  and  out  of  Barnegat,       -         -     992 

Gentlemen,  Country,  not  good  Statesmen,       -         -       43 

Geog-/tc^''A«7i,brothers,  Irish  officers  serving  in  France, 

recommended  by  M.  Dubourg,        -         -     775 

George  III.,  submission  of  Nova-Scotia  Assembly  to,       61 

George,  Ship,  a  prize,  inventory  of  cargo  of,  -         -  1113 

Georgia,  Motion  for  information  touching,  negatived,     207 

England  disappointed  in  her  hopes  of,  -     363 

President's  Speech  to  the  Congress  of,  -     718 

Reply  to  the  same,  -         -         -         -         -719 

Convention  declare  for  a  separation,    -         -     903 
Delegates  from,  hand  in  Credentials  to  Con- 
gress, ......  1674 

Germaine,  Lord  George,  supports  the  Address  in  the 

House  of  Commons,      ....       36 

Succeeds  Lord  Dartmouth  as  American  Se- 
cretary,      .         -         -         -         -         -158 

Is  ridiculed  as  a  personation  of  Putnam,        -     180 
Replies  to  Mr.  Burke,       -         -         -      184,  206 
Mr.  Temple  Luttrell's  ridicule  of,        -         -     246 
His  Speech  on  the  Message  to  the  Irish  Par- 
liament,     -         -        -        .         .        -261 
Defends  the  employment  of  Foreign  Troops,     284 
Defends  General  Howe's  desertion  of  Boston,     360 
Is  roughly  handled  by  Mr.  Luttrell,     -         -     374 
His  Speech  on  the  powers  of  the  Commission- 
ers,   -         -         -         -         -         -         -     384 

Denies  that  he  requires  unconditional  submis- 
sion, -------    385 

Lettere  to,  from  General  Howe,  -        -         -    431, 

698,  707,  728,  766,  803,  1003 

Letters  to,  from  General  Carleton,       -      456,  576 

Intercepted  Letter  from,  to  Governour  Eden,     733 

German  Baptists,  resolve  of  Maryland  Convention 

concerning,  .....  1504 

German  Flats,  Letter  from,  to  Commissioners  of  In- 
dian Affairs,         .....     573 

Letter  from  Albany  Committee  to  Committee 
of,     -        -         -     _    -         -         -         -     574 

The  Indians  threaten  with  an  attack,  -         -     762 
Germans,  Washington's  advice  respecting  foreign,    -     424 
Congress  order  a  Battalion  of,  in  Pennsylvania 

and  Maryland, 1132 

Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety  take  steps 

to  irabody  the, 1294 

Maryland  raises  four  Companies  of,     -        -  1508 
Further  resolve  of  Congress  concerning,        -  1725 
Germany,  goods  smuggled  from,    -         -         -         -     152 
Gerry,  iKnV/g'e,  Correspondence  of,  with  James  War- 
ren,   -         -     517,  606,  813,  820,  1067,  1212 
Letter  to,  from  Joseph  Hawley,  -         -     844 

Gervis,  John  L.,  Letter  to,  from  Daniel  Horry,       -     903 
Gibble,  Didderick,  appointed  Ensign  North-Carolina 

Militia, 1452 

Gihbs,  Caleb,  Officer  of  the  General's  Guard,  -         -     492 
Gibraltar,  Electoral  Troops  to  garrison,  -         -         4 

Gibson,  John,  appointed  by  Pennsylvania  Convention 

to  treat  with  Indians,     -         -         -         -  1532 
Auditor-General  of  the  United  Colonies,       -  1315 
Gibson,  Walter,  appointed  Commissary  North-Caro- 
lina Militia,          -         -      '  -         -         -  1449 
Gifford,  Henry,  appointed  Commissary  North-Caro- 
lina Militia, 1451 

Gill,  Doctor,  (a  prisoner,)  good  conduct  of,   -         -    683 
Gill,  Stephen,  cited  before  Baltimore  Committee,    -  1459 
Election  in  his  Company  set  aside,      -         -  1461 
Is  elected  Captain  in  North  Hundred,  -  1463 

GiU,  Mcholas,  elected  Ensign  of  Maryland  Militia,     1463 
Gillam,  Edward,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Gillct,  Jonah,  appointed  Captain  Connecticut  IMilitia,  873 
Gilman,  Colonel  David,  Letter  from,  to  New-Hamp- 
shire Assembly,  -----  803 
Gilmore,  William,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Marines,  1720 
Gist,  Major  Mordecai,  Letter  to,  from  Benton  Harris,  882 
Gis<,  TAomas,  resignation  of,  in  Maryland,     -         -  1193 
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Gist,  Joshua,  Collector  of  Militia  Assessments,  Balti- 
more, ......  1460 

Glasgow,  Petition  from  Merchants  of,  -  -  -  75 
Glasgow,  Passengers  for  England  in  ship  of  war,  -  431 
Glasgow,  James,  appointed  Secretary  North-Carolina 

Council  of  Safety,  .  -  -  .  1443 
G/enn,  JoA?i,  appointed  Major  of  Virginia  Militia,  -  1519 
Goddard,  William,  Petition  of,  to  Congress,  -  -  1012 
Goddard,Miss,  complaint  of,  to  Baltimore  Committee,  1460 
Godwin,  Captain,  Royal  Artillery,  made  prisoner  at 

Chambly, 711 

Goforth,  Captain  William,  returns  from  Canada,     -     535 
Arrives  at  Fort  George,    -         -         -         -     479 

Congress  promote  him  to  the  rank  of  Major,   1 082, 

1722 
Gold  Committee,  Report  of  the,    -         -         -         -  1680 

Goldsmith,  Daniel,  Marsiial  of  New-York,      -         -     766 

Is  appointed  Keeper  of  the  Congress  Jail,    -  1347 

Gondola,  the  Canada  Commissioners  ask  for  an  armed,     587 

Gondolas,  Schuyler  asks  for  a  Constructor  of,  -     641 

Philadelphia  supplies  beer  to  her,        -         -     653 

Ammunition  is  furnished  to  same,        -         -     655 

Maryland  sends  to  Philadelphia  for  Models  of,     682 

Ordered  for  defence  of  the  Narrows,    -         -     689 

Washington  prepares  to  build,    -         -         -     741 

Maryland  Council  of  Safety  contract  for,      -  1466 

Goodrich,  John,  required  to  give  bond  by  Virginia 

Convention,  ....         -  1530 

His  wife  permitted  to  visit  him  in  Jail,  -  1543 

His  wife  petitions  the  Virginia  Convention,  -  1550 
Chains  removed  from,  and  he  allowed  country 
air,     -------  1553 

Is  remanded  to  jail,  -         -         -         -         -  1557 

Report  on  the  case  of,       -         -         -         -  1559 

Sentence  passed  upon,       -         -         -         -  1560 

Goodrich,  John,  Jun.,  required  to  take  the  oath,  -  1583 
Goodwin,  Stephen,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, -    873 

Goodwin,  Charles,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia,  ;  -  -  -  -  -  873 
Goodyear,  Jesse,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, -        -    874 

Gooichins,  J.  M.,  appointed  Ensign  of  New-Jei-sey 

Militia,        ------  1639 

Gordon,  Mr.,  moves  the  Previous  Question  in  House 

of  Commons,        -         -         -         -         -     116 

Speech  of,  on  Mr.  T.  Townshend's  Motion,      259 
Gordon,  William,  Letter  from,  to  General  Gates,     -  1041 
Gordon,  Joshua,  appointed  Quartermaster  of  New- 
Jersey  Militia,      -----  1640 

Gordon,  Peter,  appointed  Brigade  Major  of  New-Jer- 
sey Militia, 1653 

Gosftcrt,  Return  of  Officers  elected  in,  -  -  -  1350 
Gough,  H.  D.,  a  Non-Associator,  disarmed,  -  -  1459 
Gould,  John,  is  instructed  to  vote  for  Independence,  703 
Gould,  Captain  Benjamin,  Letter  from,  to  Washington,  1016 
Government,  clashing  jurisdictions  unavoidable  in  a 

free,  .:-----  29 
The  nature  of,  explained,  -  -  -  -  30 
Mr.  Mellish's  opinion  of,  -  -  -  -  49 
Despotick  tendencies  of  all,  -  -  -  113 
New-England  hostile  to  a  Monarchical,  -  134 
Frequent  resort  to  first  principles  the  perfec- 
tion of, 139 

The  true  objects  of  all,      -         -         -         -     193 

A  new,  recommended  to  the  Colonies,  -     466 

Boston  views  of  the  nature  of,    -         -         -     557 
Argument  on  the  necessity  of  a  new,  -         -     623 
Loose  Thoughts  of  "  Democraticui"  on,      -     7.30 
Proceedings  of  a  New- York  Committee  in 

relation  to  a  new,  .         .         -         -     743 

Address  to  the  Virginia  Convention  on  the 
subject  of,  -         -         -         -         -         -     ~48 

The  various  forms  of,  examined,  -         -     749 

Distribution  of  the  powers  of,  -  -  -  752 
Outlines  of,  recomn^ended  for  Virginia,  -  753 
Arguments  in  favour  of  a  new,  in  New- York,  825 
A  form  of,  for  the  Colonies  considered,  -  841 
Action  of  the  Pennsylvania  Conference  on,  -  952 
Form  of,  proposed  by  Anne  Arundel,  Mary 
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Government,  debate  in  New-York  Congress  on  the 

form  of, 1332 

A  Committee  report  a  draft  of  a  new,          -  1338 
Maryland  Convention  take  steps  to  form  a,  -  1496 
Plan  of,  adopted  in  Virginia,      -         -         -  1595 
Form  of  Constitution  under  the  new,  -         -   1598 
Vote  on  the  Resolve  in  New-Jersey  Conven- 
tion to  form  a,      -         -         -         -         -  1628 
Governour's  Island,  orders  to  complete  works  on,     -     534 
Govemour,  salary  of,  fixed  in  Virginia,  -         -         -  1599 
Election  of,  by  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  -  1599 
Govemoiirs,  unfitness  of,  for  Commissioners,    -         -     156 
Govett,  WiUiam,  Secretary  to  the  Philadelphia  Com- 
mittee,       ----..    476 
Secretary  to  the  Pennsylvania  Committee  of 
Safety,        -         -         -         -      .  -         -  1214 
Gower,  Earl,  approves  of  coercive  measures,  -         -       12 
His  reply  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  -         -       97 
Votes  against  the  Bill  of  Indemnity,  -         -     107 
Replies  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,         -         -     120 
Opposes  the  examination  of  Mr.  Penn,        -     123 
Objects  to  Duke  of  Grafton's  call  for  inform- 
ation,   159 

Called  "  the  Earl  in  the  Blue  Ribbon,"        -     160 
Sjjeech  of,  in  support  of  Lord  Hillsborough,      336 
Grafton,  Duke  of,  condemns  the  King's  Speech,     -         6 
Replies  to  Earl  Sandwich,          -         -         -       10 
Attack  upon  the  conduct  of,       -         -         -       48 
His  Speech  on  the  Bill  of  Rights,       -         -       90 
His  Speech  in  reply  to  Earl  of  Rochford,    -       93 
His  Speech  on  motion  to  examine  Mr.  Penn,  1 19,1 21 
Moves  for  an  account  of  Forces,         -         -     158 
The  Privy  Seal  is  taken  from,  (Note,)          -     158 
His  Speech  on  the  state  of  affairs,        -         -     169 
His  Motions  are  negatived,         -         .         .     170 
Strives  for  a  repeal  of  the  Tea  Duty,            -     187 
Speech  of,  against  the  German  Treaties,       -     30.5 
Explains  his  vote  on  the  Charter  Bill,          -     307 
Defence  of,  against  Viscount  Weymouth,     -     312 
Speech  of,  on  his  motion  for  an  Address,       -     320 
Speech  of,  in  reply  to  Lord  Mansfield,          -     341 
Graham,  William,  (Virginia,)  ordered  to  be  disarmed,     881 
Graham,  Charles,  is  appointed  Lieutenant,  and  re- 
signs, (New-York,)       .        -        -        -  1070 
Graham,  Richard,  is  appointed  Lieutenant  of  North- 
Carolina  Militia, 1445 

Grand  Jury,  Presentment  of  a  SoutM-Carolina,        -     514 
Grant,  the  amount  and  application  of  a,  controlled 

by  the  grantors,  -----  68 
Grant,  James,  punished  by  Court-Martial,  -  -  637 
Grant,  James,  ajjpointed  Messenger  to  North-Caro- 
lina Committee  of  Safety,  -  -  .  1444 
Grant,  Reuben,  resignation  of,  -  -  -  -  1444 
Grant,  Mrs.  Abi.,  Congress  grant  a  passport  to,  -  1682 
Gratuity,  Congress  grant  a,  to  one  of  Morgan's  men,  1690 
Graves,  Admiral,  character  of,  defended,  -  -  10? 
Rejiiarks  on  the  supersession  of,  -         -     293 

Graves,  Mr.,  seconds  motion  for  Previous  Question,     185 
Opposes  Mr.  Fox's  motion  for  Inquiry,         -     269 
Graves,  John,  is  captured  with  McKay,  -         -     574 

And  committed  to  prison  in  Hartford,  -     601 

Gray,  Daniel,  examined  by  New- York  Committee,  1161 
Graydon,  Andrexu,  appointed  Ensign  of  Pennsylvania 

Militia,       .-•-.--  1705 

Great  Britain,  meeting  of  Fourteenth  Pariiament  of,         1 

Freedom  of  the  subjects  of,  vaunted,  -         -       20 

Manufactures  for  Europe,  -         -         -     150 

,   The  aggressor  in  the  American  quarrel,        -     161 

Conduct  of,  painted  by  the  people  of  Boston,     557 

Natives  of,  petition  the  Virginia  Convention,  1581 

Nutives  of,  leave  granted  to,  to  depart  the 

Country,     -         -         -         -,        -         -  1594 

Great  Bridge,  importance  of,  as  a  Military  Post,     -     407 

Greaton,    Colonel,   march   of  his    Regiment    from 

■     Chambly, 584 

Inoculation  of  his  men,      -         -         -         -     590 
Green,  John,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,   -     873 

Green,  rFtVitam,  testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  Ilickey,  1085 
Green,  James,  appointed  Secretary  of  North-Carolina 

Committee  of  Safety,    -         -         -         -1443 
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Green,  John,  Letter  of  Marque  granted  to,  -  -  1454 
Greene,  Brigadier-General,  Order  to  form  a  Picket 

Guard, 426 

Letters  from,  to  Wasliington,  -  -  536,  1053 
Letters  to,  from  Captain  Wilkinson,  -  566,  741 
Letter  to,  from  Lieutenant  Jolin  Holiday,  -  616 
Letter  to,  from  Conimodore  Hopkins,  -     998 

Is  ordered  to  arrest  the  Mayor  of  New-York,  1 158 
Is  ordered  to  arrest  Alderman  Brewerton,  -  1163 
Extract  of  a  Ijctter  from,  ...  1265 

Sends  J.  Livingston  to  New-York  Congress 

as  a  prisoner,        -         -         -         -         -1375 
Asks  permission   for  inoculation  of  his  bro- 

tiier, 1403 

Which  is  refused  by  the  New-York   Con- 
gress, ------  1407 

Greenkaf,  Joseph,  Letter  from,  to  the  Massachusetts 

Council,     ------     715 

Green  Mountain  Boys,  Warner's,          -         -         -     564 
Greenup,  Christopher,  Cliairman  of  Loudoun  Com- 
mittee,   ■ 445 

Acts  as  Clerk  of  the  same,         -         -         .     722 
Grec/iwjcA  iJosptVaZ,  manner  of  supporting,    -         -     183 
Greenwich,  N.  J.,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of,     -     691 
Greenwich,  Mass.,  Vote  of,  on  Independence,  -     706 

Gregg,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant  by  Congress,  1722 
Gregory,  George,  escape  and  recapture  of,     -         -  1186 
Gregy,  Conrad,  voluntary  supply  of  Flour  from,      -     580 
Grenadier  Company,  formation  of  a,      -         -         -     585 
Grenarfj'er*,  capture  of  a  Company  of  Scotch,  -  1000 

Grennell,  Thomas,  appointed  to  command  the  Frigate 
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Jersey  Militia,      -----  1664 
Hazard,  Captain  John,  cashiered  by  Court-Martial,     553 
Hazard,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  Con- 
necticut Militia,    -----     872 
Hazard,  Ebenezer,  Letter  from,  to  the  Connecticut  Ga- 
zette,   1369 

Hazelwood,  Captain  John,  appointed  to  survey  the 

Delaware,    ------     655 

Appointed  Captain  and   Superintendent   of 

Fire  Vessels, 1288 

Hazen,  Colonel,  Arnold  complains  of,    -         -    •    -     797 
Letter  from,  to  General  Sullivan,         -         -  1105 
Heard,  Colonel  Nathaniel,  ordered  to  arrest  Gover- 

nour  Franklin,      -----     968 
Letter  from,  to  R.  H.  Harrison,  -         -  1134 

Orders  to,  from  the  New-Jersey  Convention,  1622 
Letter  from,  to  President  Tucker,  -  -  1623 
Is  promoted  to  Brigadier-General,  -  -  1629 
Measures  to  complete  his  Brigade,  -  -  1652 
Brigade  Return  from,  ...  -  1659 
Heard,  William,  appointed  Cornet  of  the  New-York 

Militia, 1359 

Heart  of  Oak,  (N.  C.)  Letter  of  Marque  sloop,  -  1453 
Hearts  of  Oak,  a  New- York  Militia  Company,  -  1430 
Heath,  Brigadier-General,  Memorial  of  Surgeon's 

Mates  to, 1084 

Hemp,  Essay  on  the  culture  of,  presented  to  the  Vir- 
ginia Convention,  -         .         -         -  1542 
Hempstead,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  Con- 
necticut Militia,    -----  1225 

Henderson,   Thomas,  examined  by  the  New- York 

Congress,    ------  1303 

Has  leave  to  return  home,         -         -         -  1314 
Henderson,  Daniel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  Ma- 
rines, -----         -  1720 

Hendricks,  Colonel,  Extract  of  a  Letter  from,         -  1076 
Hendricks,  Conrad,  examined  and  discharged  by  the 

New-Jersey  Convention,        -         -         -  1650 
Hcndrickson,  John,  secretly  examined  by  the  New- 
York  Committee,  -         -         -         -  1320 

Hcndrickson,  Daniel,  appointed  Colonel  of  the  New- 

Jersey  Militia,      -----  1641 

Appears  before  the  Convention  and  is  referred 
to  General  Mercer,        -         -         -         -  1651 

Henley,  Charles,  punished  for  giving  intelligence  to 

the  enemy,  .         -         -         -         .  1577 

iJcnry,  the  spirit  of  King,  invoked,         -         -         -       41 
Conditions  on  which  the  First  was  crowned,  -     140 
The  Third,  complied  with  the  will  of  a  Con- 
gress, .-_.-.     140 
Henry,  David,  Commissary  for  St.  Johns,       -         -     609 
Henry,  Putricli,  elected  Govemour  of  Virginia,  1129, 1599 
His  answer  to  notice  of  election,         -         -  1602 
Henry,  John,  appointed  Cornet  of  Virginia  Horse,  -  1568 
Henry,  Samuel,  witnesses  examined  against  by  New- 

Jereey  Congress,  -----   1646 

Congress  order  him  to  be  arrested  and  com- 
mitted,         1647 
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Henry,  Samuel,  New-Jersey  Convention  order  a  mili- 
tary force  to  apprehend,  ...  16-48 
He  petitions,  and  is  discharged  on  giving  bond,  1651 
Henshaw,  William,  congratulates  General  Gates  on 

promotion,  -         -         -         - 
Henshaw,  Joseph,  Chairman  of  die  Worcester  (Mass.) 
Committee,  -         .         -         .         - 

Herbert,  Mr.,  opinion  of,  on  Militia  Bill, 
Hermony,  Nicholas,  publick  pardon  asked  by, 
Herrey,  Captain,  appointed  to  survey  the  river  Dela- 
ware, -.-... 
Hess,  Matthias,  imposition  proved  upon, 
Hesse,  Landgrave  of,  improbability  of  men  from,     - 
A  Treaty  with,         ----- 
Hesse  Cassel,  Treaty  with  the  Prince  of, 

Ulterior  Convention  with,  -         .         . 

Hessians,  Mr.  Wilkes  on  employment  of, 

Journal  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  em- 
ployment of,  read,         .         .         .         - 
Hetfield,  Moses,  elected  Major  of  the  New-York 

Militia, 

Hey,  Mr.,  defends  General  Carleton,  -  -  . 
Hiccox,  Amos,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Militia,  ----- 
Hiccox,  Benjamin,  appointed  Ensign  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Militia,  -  -  .  .  - 
Hiccox,  James,  appointed  Ensign  of  the  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Hick,  William,  leave  to  return  home  on  bond, 
Hickey,  Thomas,  committed  to  jail  by  the  New-York 
Congress,    ------ 

Transferred  to  Washington  for  trial,     - 
Trial  of,  by  General  Court-Martial,     - 
Defence  and  sentence  of,  - 
Sentence  of  death  confirmed  in  Council, 
Warrant  for  execution  of,  -         -         - 

General  Order  for  Troops  to  attend  execu- 
tion of,         -----         - 

Hicks,  W.,  Letter  to  John  McKesson,  -         -         - 

Proceedings  of  New-York  Committee  against,   1 1 59 
Hicks,  Jeffrey,  chosen  Lieutenant  of  Flushing  Militia,  1031 
Confirmed  by  the  New- York  Congress,         -  1381 
Hicks,  Thomas,  Letter  from,  to  the  New- York  Con- 
gress, ------  1352 

Hicks,  Dr.  John,  Petition  of,  to  New-Jersey  Congress,  164 1 
Admitted  to  parole,  -         -         .         .  1642 

Takes  the  oath  and  is  permitted  to  return 
home,  -         -         -         _ 

Higgins,  Cornelius,  appointed  Captain  of  the  Con 
necticut  Militia,    -         -         -         -         ■ 

Higgins,  James,  sentenced  by  Court-Marlial, 
Highlands,  order  for  the  inspection  of  Works  in, 
Lord  Stirling's  Report  on, 
New-York  Commissioners  in,  discharged, 
Highlanders,  Order  concerning  the. 

Colonel  Dayton's  account  of  the, 
Schuyler  orders  removal  of,  to  Albany, 
Scotch  Company  of,  captured,    - 
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Account  of  the  capture  of,  -         -      946, 

Second  capture  of,  at  Jamestown, 
Hill,  Captain  Daniel,  order  for  arrest  of, 
Hill,  Captain  Duncan,  Orders  to,  from  the  Maryland 
Council  of  Safety,        -         -         .         - 
Hill,  Mrs.,  suspected  of  corresponding  with  the  en- 
emy,  -         -  ■         '         "        ." 
Hill,  Jared,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 
Hill,  Dr.  John,  Letter  from,  to  the  New- York  Con- 
gress,          ------ 

Hillegas,  Michael,  Letter  to,  from  George  Evans,    - 
Appointed  Treasurer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Empowered  by  Congress  to  pay  Signers  of 
Bills  of  Credit,     -         -         -         -         - 

Hillhousc,  William,  appointed  Major  of  Horse, 
HilUcker,  Stephen,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  New- 
York  Militia, 

Hillshorough,  Earl,  replies  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
Comments  on  his  Circular,         -         -         - 
Call  for  the  reading  of  his  Letter, 
His  Circular  read  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
Hilton,  Benjamin,  charged  with  Toryism, 
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Hilyard,  Joseph,  appointed  Ensign  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Militia,  -        -        -        -        -        -  871 

Hilycr,  Andrew,  appointed  Ensign  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 874 

Hinchcliffe,  Dr.  J.,  Bishop  of  Peterborough,  -         -  8 
Hinchiiibroke,  Lord,  excuse  of,  for  his  father,          -  103 
Hinckley,  Ichahod,  appointed  Ensign  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Militia,         -        -        -        -         -  873 
Hindman,   William,  Letter  to,  from  the  Maryland 

Council  of  Safety,         -         .         -         .  687 
Hindman,  James,  Letter  from,  to  Maryland  Council 

of  Safety, 1091 

Letter  to,  from  Maryland  Council  of  Safety,  1 130 
Hindman,  Dr.  John,  Maryland  Council  of  Safety 

contract  with,       -         -         -         .         .  1467 
Hinc,  Ambrose,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Militia, 874 

Hinman,  Lieutenant  Elisha,  Orders  to,           -         -  431 

Prize  captured  by,    -----  800 

Recommended  to  Marine  Committee,          -  979 

Hinsdale,  George,  informs  against  McDonald,         -  504 

History,  fearful  eras  of  English,  reviewed,       -         -  243 
Hitchcock,  Azael,  Jan.,  Lieutenant  of  the  Maryland 

Militia, 1140 

Hite,  Abraham,  additional  allowance  to,  by  the  Vir- 
ginia Convention,           .         -         -         -  1587 
Hobart,  Aaron,  Letter  from,  to  Richard  Devens,     -  472 
Hobbs's  Hole,  a  nest  of  Tories,    -         -         -         .  390 
Hobby,  Thomas,  appointed  Ensign  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Militia, -  872 

Hobday,  John,  Manager  of  the  Salt  Works,  Virginia,  1607 
Hodge,  Capt.  W.,  Instructions  to,  from  Secret  Com- 
mittee,       ------  618 

Hogans,  Cornelius,  proceedings  against,  in  Commit- 
tee,            -        -  804 

Sent  prisoner  to  the  Maryland  Council  of  Safe- 
ty,    -        -        -        -        -        -        -  805 

Committed  by  Maryland  Council  of  Safety,  -  1470 
Gives  security  and  is  discharged,          -         -  1471 
Hogg,  Lieutenant,  made  prisoner  by  the  Indians,    -  1253 
Holcomb,  Ensign,  left  behind  in  retreat  from  Quebeck,  430 
Holcomb,  Obed,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  Con- 
necticut Militia,   -----  873 

Holiday,  Lieutenant  John,  Letter  from,  to  General 

Greene,       ------  616 

Holland,  apparent  paradox  in  the  Government  of,    -  29 

Goods  smuggled  from,       .         -         .         .  152 

Government  of,  examined,          -         -         .  752 

Holland,  Lord,  conduct  of,  attacked,     -         -         -  48 

Hollingsworth,  Levi,  Report  from,  at  New-London,  538 
Hollingsworth,  Jesse,  Letter  to,  from  the  Maryland 

Council  of  Safety,         -        -883,1080,1131 
Hollingsworth,  Charles,  resignation  of,  -         -         -  1445 
Reappointed  Lieutenant  of  North-Carolina 
Independent  Company,          .         -         -  1449 
Hollister,  Thomas,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 873 

Holmer,  Sergeant,  promoted  by  Lee,     .         -         -  406 
Holme,  Benjamin,  appointed  Paymaster  of  New-Jer- 
sey Militia, 1623 

Holmes,  Uriel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Mihiia, 871 

Holmes,  Jonathan,  appointed  a  Lieutenant  of  New- 
York  Militia,        -         -         -         -         -  1433, 
Holmes,  William,  proposal  of,  to  Baltimore  Commit- 
tee,      1460 

Holmes,  Jonathan,  appointed  Ensign  of  New-Jersey 

Militia,       -        -        -        -         -         -  1642 

Holstead,  Latimer,  Clerk  of  Norfolk  Committee,    -  984 
Holt,  Lord  Chief  Justice,  compliment  to,    .  -         -  35 
Holt,  Timothy,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,    873 

Holton,  William,  Petition  of,  referred  to  the  Board  of 

War,           - 1723 

Roman,  Robert,  Deposition  of,     -         -         -         -  573 

Honan,  Mr.,  Deputy  Commissary,  complaints  against,  674 

Honcywood,  Sir  Filmer,  sentiments  of,  -         -         -  105 

ffoofc,  arrival  of  men-of-war  at  the,        .         -         -  671 

Further  arrivals  at  the,      .         -         -         -  709 

Information  confirmed  from  the,-         -         -  715 

Enemy's  Fleet  at  the,       -         -        -1134,1143 
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Hooper's  Stralls,  Enemy's  operations  at,        -         -  1209 
Hoops,  Robert,  appointed  Brigade-Major  of  New- 
Jersey,        1657 

Hope,  arrival  in  England  of  Transport,  -         -     576 

Hope,  capture  of  Ordnance  Store-ship,  -         -         -     729 
Hope,  Thomas,  proclaimed  disaffected  in  Virginia,  -     984 
Hopen,  Ambrose,  ajipointed  a  Lieutenant  of  Connec- 
ticut Militia,         -         -        -        r .     •  -     873 
Hopewell,  William,  elected  Major  of  3Iaryland  Fly- 
ing-Camp, ------  1490 

Hopkins,  Mr.,  against  Colonel  Barre's  Motion,         -     360 
Hopkins,  armed  schooner,    -         -         -         -         -410 

Hopkins,  Jared,  Letter  to,  from  the  Maryland  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,       -----    445 

Hopkins,  Stephen,  Letter  from,  to  Govemour  Cooke,     467 

Letter  to,  from  Commodore  Hopkins,  -         -     764 

Hopkins,  Colonel  Mark,  relates  a  Tory  Plot,  -     574 

Letter  from,  to  Washington,       .         -         -     582 

Hopkins,  Commodore,  Letter  from  the  President  of 

Congress  to,         -         .         .       409,551,972 
Orders  of,  to  Paul  Jones,  -         -       418,  820,  844 
Letter  from,  to  Washington,      -         -      430,  551 
Letter  from,  to  Captain  Biddle,         430,  539,  931 
Letter  from,  to  Lieutenant  Hinman,    -         -     431 
Applies  to  Rhode-Island  for  cannon,  -■        -     529 
Washington  loses  hope  of  cannon  from,        -     534 
Is  refused  the  cannon  applied  for,        -         -     538 
Correspondence  of,  with  Shaw,  -         -      539,  555 
Correspondence  of,  with  Governour  Trum- 
bull, -         -         -        -         -      540, 601 

Correspondence  of,  with  Walter  Spooner,     -     540 
Correspondence  of,  with  John  Collins,         -     540 
Correspondence  of,  with  Captain  Saltonstall,     556 
Correspondence  of,  with  Kenneth  MacCloud,     617 
Complaints  against,  -----     885 

Orders  from,  to  Lieutenant  Hacker,     -         -     902 
Ordei-s  from,  to  Captains  Biddle  and  Whip- 
ple,    931,949,972 

Letter  from,  to  the  Fleet  Agent,  -  -  972 
Report  from,  to  the  Marine  Committee,  -  979 
Letter  from,  to  General  Greene,  -  -  998 
Ordere  of,  to  his  Captains,  ...  999 
Letter  to,  from  Captain  Biddle,  -  -  -  1126 
Hopkins,  Reuben,  appointed  a  Lieutenant  of  New- 
York  Militia, 1070 

Hopkins,  Solomon,  nominated  Quartermaster  New- 
York  Militia, 1318 

Hopkins,  Samuel,  permitted  to  visit  Is.  Youngs  in  jail,  1357 
Hopkins,  Joshua,  ordered  for  trial  in  Coimecticut,  -  1541 
Hopkins,  John,  appointed  Captain  of  a  Frigate,  -  1699 
Hops,  Ensign,  gallantry  of,  in  battle,  -  -  -  828 
Horry,  Colonel  Daniel,  application  of,  for  Salt,  -  903 
His  Regiment  refuses  to  go  to  Sullivan's  Is- 
land,-          1190 

Horse,  three  Regiments  of,  ordered  from  Connecti- 
cut to  New- York,         -        -         .         .  1223 
Virginia  raises  four  Tix)ops  of,    -         -         -  1531 
Ordinance  for  raising  six  Troops  more  of,  in 

Virginia, 1556 

Lee  is  permitted  to  subsist  Volunteers  of,     -  1673 
Horion,  Dr.  J.,  appointed  Surgeon  of  New-Jersey 

Militia,        - 1634 

Horttcick,  John,  examined  and  restored  to  favour  in 

New-Jersey, 1654 

Hospital,  estimate  of,  for  the  Canadas,  -  -  .  418 
Want  of,  at  Fort  Constitution,  -  -  -  608 
Dr.  Morgan's  Remarks  on  the  Canada,  -  1069 
Director-General's  Orders  respecting,  -  -  1271 
Virginia  Convention  appoint  a  Committee  to 

prepare,      - 1533 

Report  of  Committee  on,  -         -        -         .  1572 
The  Palace  appropriated  for,     -         -         .  1573 
Congress  determine  to  establish  an,  in  Virgi- 
nia,   -         - 1673 

Hostages,  British  Peers  given  up  as,  at  Peace  of  Aix- 

la-Chapelle,  -         -         -         -         -     138 

House,  Simeon,  appointed  Ensign  of  the  Connecticut 

IMilitia, 872 

Houseman,  Jacob,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New-Jer- 
sey Militia, 1664 

Howard,  J.  B.,  Lieutenant  of  Mjaryland  Militia,    -  1140 


Howe,  General,  Colonel  Barre  compliments,  -         -      40 
Remarks  on  the  appointment  of,  -         -     293 

Retreat  of,  from  Boston,  explained,  -  -  362 
Motion  for  copies  of  Despatches  to,  -  -  364 
Comments  on  the  Commission  granted  to,  -  367 
Letter  from,  to  Lord  Germaine,  -         -         -    43!, 

698,  707,  728,  766 
Proclamation  of,  at  Halifax,       -         .         .     513 
His  satisfaction  at  the  appointment  of  his  bro- 
ther,  730 

Letter  to,  from  Lord  Gennaine,  -  -  803,  1003 
Colonel  Campbell's  Letter  to,  -  -  -  981 
Report  of  his  sailing  for  the  Hook,  -  -  1 1 1 1 
Reported  arrival  of,  -  -  -  -  1124 
Lands  on  Staten-Island,  -  -  .  -  1262 
flbi^e,  X<or(?,  supports  Lord  North's  Bill,  -  -  1S9 
Opposes  a  motion  for  Inquiry,  -  -  -  270 
Remarks  on  appointment  of,  -  -  -  293 
Remarks  on  Commission  granted  to,  -  -  367 
And  his  brother  Spies,  not  Commissioners,  -  385 
News  of  his  appointment  reaches  America,  -  501 
Satisfaction  expressed  by  his  brother  at,  -  730 
Letter  from,  to  Dr.  Franklin,  -  -  -  1000 
His  Circular  and  declaration,  -  -  .  1001 
Howe,  General  Robert,  Enemy  land  on  the  Planta- 
tion of, 432 

Extract  of  a  Letter  to,  -  -  -  -  612 
Howell,  Jacob  S.,  employed  to  inspect  Powder-lMills,  663 
Howell,  Edmund,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New- York 

Militia, 1440 

Howell,  Ebenezer,  appointed  a  Major  of  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1629 

Howell,  Elliot,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1632 

Hubbard,  George,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Hubbard,  Oliver,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Hubbell,  Ephraim,  Proceedings  of  the  New-Fairfield 

(Connecticut)  Committee  in  relation  to,    -     798 
Hubbell,  S/iadrach,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connec- 
ticut Militia, 872 

Hubbell,  W.  G.,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Hudson  River,  Report  on  the  Obstructions  of,         -  1359 
Washington's  reply  to  the  New- York  Con- 
gress on,     -----         -  1401 

Huger,  Colonel,  sent  with  a  Flag  to  enemy's  Fleet,   1186 
His  Regiment  offer  to  work  at  Fort  Sullivan,  1192 
Hughes,  Hugh,  appointed  Assistant  Quartermaster- 
General,     428 

Hughes,  Mem.,  appointed  Commissary  New-Jersey,  1640 
Hughes,  Daniel  and  Samuel,  Letter  to,  from  Mary- 
land Council  of  Safety,          .         -         .  1256 
Hughes,  T/iomas,  petitions  the  Virginia  Convention,  1586 
Petition  rejected,      -----  1604 
Hull,  Miles,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut  IMilitia,     874 
Hurlbert,  John,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Minute  Regi- 
ment,          628 

JZwr/iert,  Jrtmfts,  sentenced  for  desertion,         -         -   1148 
Hulet,  Townsend,  Order  for  arrest  of,    -         -         -  1360 
Hulse,  Henry,  Deposition  of,        -         -         -         -     570 

Hume,  Lieutenant  Robert,  his  attack  on  the  Roe- 
buck, -         -         -         -        -         -     498 

Commands  the  armed-boat  Ranger,    -        -     668 
Humiliation  and  Fasting,  Day  of,  appointed,          -     478 
Humphreys,  Cornelius,  elected  Colonel  of  New-Jer- 
sey Militia, 1392 

Hunberger,  Thomas,  Loan  to,  for  making  Powder,  -     652 
Hungary,  prohibitory  Edict  of  the  Queen  of,  -         -     443 
Hunn,  John,  Privateer  commission  given  to,  -         -  1296 
Hunt,  William,  Certificate  of,      -        -         -         -     419 

Hunt,  John,  appointed  Captain  of  New-Jersey  Mili- 
tia,    --■;.----  1623 

flHn<,  Co/onc/ *SVep/t£n,  Resignation  of,  -         -         -  1643 
Hunter,  Elijah,  recommended  as  a  Captain  of  Grena- 
diers, ------     585 

So  appointed  by  the  New- York  Congress,  -  1345 
Hunter,  David,  Sen.  and  Jan.,  Depositions  of,  -     985 

Hunter,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  "Caledonian 

Rangers," 1430 
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Hunter,  Andrcio,  appointed  Chaplain  of  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1632 

Hunterdon,  (New-Jersey,)  Order  for  arresting  Insur- 
gents in,      -----         -  1631 

Huntington,  Colonel,  President  of  a  General  Court- 

Martial,      -        -         -         -        -        -     427 

Letter  from,  to  Govcrnour  Trumbull,  -    723,  1235 
Huntington,  Joshua,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 873 

Hurd,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Hurd,  Nathan,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,   872 

Hurlhut,  John,  Chairman  of  Alford  Committee,  -  802 
Hurley,  William,  acquitted  by  Court-Martial,  -  -  1270 
Hussey,  Mr.,  seconds  the  Previous  Question  in  House 

of  Commons,        -----     247 
Huston,  Captain  W.  C,  Resignation  of,  in  New-Jer- 
sey,    1664 

Huston,  Dr.,  Pay  of,  stopped  by  Congress,  -  -  1725 
Hutchins,  Thomas,  Lieutenant  of  Maryland  Militia,  1 140 
Hutchinson,  Govcrnour,  advice  of,  deceptive,  -  -  27 
Is  reprehended  in  the  House  of  Commons,  -  28 
Hutchinson,  Colonel,  Regiment  of,  employed,  -     401 

Hutton,  Thomas,  employed  by  New-Jersey  to  search 

for  Lead-Mines,  -----  1655 
Makes  a  Report  to  the  Convention,    -        -  1665 
Hyatt,  Cajjtain  Ezekiel,  Company  of,  paid,    -        -  1424 
Hyde,  fVilliam,  elected  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Maiy- 

land  Militia, 1491 

Hyer,  Jacob,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  New- 
Jersey  Militia, 1660 

Hylton,  John,  Memorial  of,  to  New-York  Congress,  1396 

Ignorance,  instances  of,  in  Administration,       -         -       29 

Indemnity,  Act  of,  promised  by  Lord  North,  -         -       58 

Notice  of  a  Motion  to  introduce  a  Bill  of,     -       88 

Bill  of,  discussed  in  the  House  of  Lords,      -       90 

Conduct  of  Ministers  as  to  that  of  1766,      -       95 

The  King's  Speech  referring  to,  read,  -     186 

Independence,  the  Ministry,  the  prompters  of,  -       12 

Comment  on,  in  the  House  of  Commons,     -       18 

Said  to  be  the  aim  of  Congress,  -         -       23 

Not  the  avowed  object  of  Congress,    -         -       57 

Mr.  Penn's  opinion  of,       -         -         -         -     125 

Denied  to  be  the  aim  of  the  Colonies,         -     153 
Lord  Mansfield's  views  of,         -         -         -     167 
Mr.  Burke  on  the  American  meaning  of,       -     177 
Bishop  of  Peterborough's  ideas  of,       -         -     336 
Curious  definition  of,         -         -         -         -     390 

General  Lee's  anxiety  for  Declaration  of,      -     407 
Essay  of  J.  R.  upon,         -         .         -         .     399 
J.  Adams's  Letter  to  Mrs.  Adams  on,  -    488,  1232 
Sense  of  Philadelphia  County  upon,  -         -     498 
Opinions  in  England  concerning,         -         -     505 
Gerry's  Letters  to  Warren  upon,  -    517,  1067 

Vote  of  Watertown,  Mass.,  on,  -         -     532 

Vote  of  Walpole,  Mass.,  on,     -        -.        -    5-33 
Vote  of  New-Salem,  Mass.,  on,  -         -     540 

Instructions  of  Boston,  touching,         -         -     557 
Instructions  of  Maiden,  touching,         -         -     602 
Vote  of  Brunswick,  Mass.,        .         -         -     603 
Aristides  to  the  People,  on,        -         -         -     629 
Silence  of  the  New-York  Convention  on  the 
subject  of,   -        -        -        -        -        -    633 

Vote  of  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  upon,      -         -     649 
Vote  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  upon,  -         -     649 

Vote  of  several  Towns  of  the  Colony  of  Mas- 
sachusetts upon,     -         -         -         -     698-706 

The  Mechanicks  of  New- York  declare  for,  -     725 
Maryland  Council  of  Safety  deny  the  rising 

of  the  People  for,         -         -         -         .     755 
"A  Watchman"  on  the  necessity  of,     -         -     787 
Congress  postpones  the  Question  on,  -         -     813 
A  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Decla- 
ration of,     -         -         -         -         -         -     814 

New- York  Congress  to  their  Delegates  on,  -  814 
Unanimity  of  Massachusetts  in  favour  of,  829,  845 
Maryland  Council  of  Safety  refer  the  ques- 
tion of,  to  Convention,  -  .  -  -  883 
Sense  of  Pennsylvania  Conference  on,  961,  10G7 
Draft  of  a  Declaration  of,  by  the  same,         -     962 


Independence, — 

"Republicus"  on  the  necessity  of,      -        -  1131 
Committee   of  the   whole   Congress    deter- 
mine on,     1195 

Nine  Colonics  vote  for,      -         -         -         .  1212 
New- York  Congress  resolve  they  have  no  au- 
thority for, 1395 

New-Jersey  resolves  to  support  the  Declara- 
tion of,         1648 

Congress  refer  Resolutions  on,  to  Committee 

of  the  Whole, 1700 

Declaration  of,  unanimously  passed,  -         -  1729 

India,  invasion  of,  before  the  French  encroachments,       38 

Indiana  ^Company,  Claims  of  the,  .         -         -     754 

Indians,  policy  of  the  French  towards  the,      -         -       38 

Less  savage  than  British  Ministers,      -         -     133 

Lord  North  charges  the  Americans  with  first 

employing, 187 

Conduct  of,  in  North-Carolina,  -  .  -  431 
Uncertainty  concerning  the  Northern,  -     475 

Caution  against  insulting  or  abusing,  -  -  493 
Three  hundred  join  the  enemy  under  Captain 

Forster, 494 

Acknowledged  as  allies  of  Great  Britain,  -  497 
Talk -of  the  Onondaga  and  other,  -  -  502 
A  number  of  join  Sir  John  Johnson,  -  -  511 
Intelligence  of,  from  Pittsburgh,  -  -  -  541 
Delicacy  of  Washington  respecting  the,  -  544 
Traders  with,  stopped  at  the  German  Flats,  -  574 
Proposed  visit  of,  to  Philadelphia,  -  -  578 
Western  Frontiers  threatened  by,  -  -  692 
Letter  from  Chiefs  to  Henry  Wisner,  -  -  710 
A  Tnackmaster  wanted  for  the  Penobscot,  -  712 
Howe  promises  to  engage  the  Six  Nations,  -  729 
Congress  give  authority  for  employing,  -  742 
German  Flats  threatened  with  attack  by,  762,  796 
Washington  leaves  a  deputation  of,  in  Phila- 
delphia,        769 

Schuyler's  negotiations  with,  -  -  .  819 
Resolutions  of  Albany  Commissioners  relating 

to, 914 

Return  of  Deputation  of,  from  Philadelphia  to 

New-York, 927 

Arnold's  Report  of  a  Conference  with,  -  977 
Schuyler's  Conference  with  the  Oneida,  -  977 
Washington  sends  to  Schuyler  Resolves  of 

Congress  on,         -----     993 
Engagement  with,  not  approved  by  Washing- 
ton,     1011 

Effect  of  the  Canada  disasters  upon  the,  -  1033 
Gordon's  scheme  for  personating,  -         -  1042 

Washington's  views  concerning,  confirmed  by 

Congress,    --.--.  106 
Inlistraent  of  Mohegan  and  Stockbridge,  stop- 
ped,   nil 

Conduct  of,  in  Ninety-Six  District,  South-Ca- 
rolina,        -        1        -        .         -        .  1229 

Virginia  Convention  resolve  to  engage  a  num- 
ber of,        1532 

Virginia  Convention  postpone  the  execution  of 

their  Resolve,       -----  1543 
Deputies  of,  admitted  before  Congress,         -  1687 
Presents  granted  to,  by  Congress,        -         -  1693 
Washington  authorized  to  employ  two  thou- 
sand,   1695 

Called  before  Congress  to  hear  a  speech,      -  1701 
Information,  on  oath,  against  McDonald,  the  Miner,     504 
IngersoU,  Deodat,  proclaimed  an  enemy,         -         -     802 
IngersoU,  Simeon,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  Con- 
necticut Militia, 872 

Ingratitude,  charge  of,  against  America,  refuted,      -       38 
Inhabitants,  measures  of  the  New-York  Congress  to 

take  the  census  of,  -  -  -  -  1328 
Form  prescribed  for  Return  of,  .  -  -  1329 
North-Carolina  orders  a  Census  of,  to  be  taken, 
Inlistmcnt,  bad  effects  of  short,  -  .  -  -  589 
Form  of,  established  in  Connecticut,  -  727,  875 
Term  of,  made  indefinite  by  Congress,  -  1008 
Form  of,  proposed  in  Nova-Scotia,  -  -  1043 
Lines,  Mr.  William,  Speech  of,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
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Inoculation,  Arnold  advises,  in  the  Army,  -  -  579 
Forbidden  by  Putnam  in  General  Orders,      -     635 

Inquiry,  Scliuyier  asks  for  a  Court  of,     -         -         -     609 
Court  of,  on  Lieutenant  Merrill,  -         -         -     697 
Washington  replies  to  General  Schuyler's  re- 
quest for,     ------     770 

Opinion  of  Court  of,  in  the  case  of  Captain 

Copp, -     969 

Colonel  Hazen  asks  for  a  Court  of,      -         -  1 105 
Congress  order,  into  conduct  of  Officers  in 
Canada,      -         -         -        -         -        -  1719 

Inslow,  Daniel,  complaint  against,  .  -  -  1422 
Brought  before  the  New- York  Congress  and 

reprimanded,        .         .         -         -         .  1423 

Lutructions,  to  sundry  Committees  in  the  House  of 

Commons,  ------      76 

General  Conway's  motion  for  Howe's,  -     380 

Schuyler's,  to  James  Price,         -         -         -     414 
To  the  Delegates  of  Buckingham,  Virginia,     458 
Maryland  Convention's,  to  Deputies  in  Con- 
gress, ------     463 

Pennsylvania  Assembly's,  to  their  Deputies  in 
Congress,    -         -        -         -      518,755,862 

Washington's,  to  Putnam,  -         -         -     533 

Of  Town  of  Boston  to  their  Representatives,     556 
Of  Town  of  Maiden  to  their  Representatives,     602 
To  the  Commissary,  Stc,  at  Fort-Island,     -     656 
To  the  Pennsylvania  Ship's  Husband,  -     661 

To  Captain  Reed,  for  the  government  of  the 
Navy,         -         -         -         -         -         -     667 

Of  Scituate,  Mass.,  to  their  Representatives,  699 
Of  Acton,  Mass.,  to  their  Representatives,  -  702 
Of  Topsfield,  Mass.,  to  their  Representatives,  703 
Sullivan's,  to  General  Tliompson,  -  -  923 
Of  Charles  County,  Md.,  to  their  Delegates,  1018 
Of  Talbot  County.  Md.,  to  their  Delegates,  .1019 
Washington's  to  General  Gates,  -         -  1052 

To  Captain  Henry  Dougherty,  -  -  -  1291 
New-Jersey's,  to  her  Delegates  in  Congress,  1628 
Georgia's,  to  her  Delegates  in  Congress,       -  1674 

Insurgents,  Ministerial  ideas  of,  -  -  -  -  37 
Resolve  of  New-Jersey  concerning  her,       -  1630 

Intercourse,  Lord  North's  Bill  to  prohibit,        -         -     186 

Interest,  Resolve  of  Maryland  Convention  relating  to,  1504 

Inventory,  Prize,  taken  by  Captain  Mugford,  -  -  495 
Of  things  taken  in  the  Dock  and  Harbour  of 

Boston, 680 

Of  Prize-ships  Lord  Howe  and  George,       -  1113 
Of  Prize-brig  Annabella,            -         -         -  1114 
New-Jersey  orders,  of  absconding  persons'  es- 
tates,   1657 

Invoice, oi  Ordnance  Stores  sent  from  Boston  to  New- 
York,  -         -        -        -         -         -     728 

Ireland,  three  to  one  on  the  side  of  America,  -  -  31 
Motion  on  Message  to  Parliament  of,  -  -  258 
Parallel  between  America  and,  -  -  131,  134 
Mr.  ConoUy's  picture  of,  -         -         -         -     258 

Irnham,  Lord,  on  the  Message  to  the  Irish  Parliament,  261 
On  the  German  Treaties,  -  -  -  '  -  278 
On  the  Resolutions  for  Supplies,  -         -     319 

In  support  of  Mr.  Sawbridge's  Motion,         -     375 

Irwin,  Francis,  honourably  acquitted  of  disaffection,  -     722 

Irwin,  Matthew,  Draft  in  favour  of,         -         -         -     939 

Irwin,  Colonel,  taken  prisoner  at  Trois  Rivieres,  828,  975 
Carleton's  mention  of,       -         -        -         -  1002 

Isham,  John,  Jan.,  appointed  Captain  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Militia, 874 

Isle-aux-Noix,  Arnold  hopes  to  make  stand  at,  -  649 
The  Canada  Army  retreat  to,  -  -  -  1071 
Sullivan's  account  of  the  retreat  to,  -  -  1103 
Sullivan's  Report  to  Schuyler  from,     -         -  1201 

Islip,  N.  y..  Census  of  Inhabitants  of,  -         -         -  1243 

/wc»,iVbaA,  appointed  Captain  of  the  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,   874 

Mm,  Moses,  Order  for  arrest  of,  by  the  New-Jersey 

Congress,    ------  1630 

Petition  of,  to  the  Congress,  -  -  -  1633 
Is  made  to  give  bond,  -  -  .  -  1634 
A  fine  is  imposed  upon,     -         -         -         -  1C65 

Jacket,  Richard,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  New- 
York  Grenadiers,  .        -        -         .  1345 


JacJcson,  John,  makes  return  of  Officers  in  Goshen,  1350 
Jackson,  George,  appointed  Ensign  of  the  Maryland 

Militia,        -         -_       -         -        -        -  1473 
Jacohs,  John,  appointed  Ensign  of  the  North-Caro- 
lina Militia,          -         -         -        -        -  1444 
Jacobson,  Christian,  Chairman  of  the  Richmond,  (N. 

Y.)  Committee, 438 

Jacquet,  Joseph,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Rifles,     -----  851 

Jailer,  punishable  for  escape  of  Prisoners,       -         -  1403 
Jamaica,  N.  Y.,  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of,  637 
Asks  a  Loan  from  New-York  Congress,       -  715 
James,  encroachments  of  King,     -         -         .         -  54 
Held  up  as  a  warning  example,  -         -         -  114 
James,  Richard,  appointed  Major  by  Virginia  Con- 
vention,      ------  1.518 

Jameson,  John,  elected  Captain  of  Virginia  Horse,  -  1565 
Jamison,  John,  President  of  Meeting  of  Privates  at 

Philadelphia, 568 

Jansen, Cornelius  T.,  appointed  Captain  by  Congress,  1722 

Jay,  John,  one  of  the  Secret  Committee,         -         -  620 
Jaycocks,  Charles,  Commissary   of  North-Carolina 

Mihtia,        - 1454 

Jeffery,  Edward,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Jencks,  John,  Moderator  at  Providence  Town-Meet- 
ing,     697 

Jenifer,  D.  of  St.  Thomas,  President  of  Maryland 

Council  of  Safety,        -         -         -         -  1046 
Rechosen  President  of  Maryland  Council  of 

Safety, 1465 

Jenifer, ,  (of  Maryland,)  bravery  of,  on  Sul- 
livan's Island,      -----  1184 
Jenkins,  Thomas,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, 1473 

Jenkinson,  Mr.,  supports  Lord  Barrington's  Resolu- 
tions, -         -         -         -         -         -         -154 

Mr.  Burke  replies  to,        -         -         -         -  157 

Reply  of,  to  Mr.  T.  Townshend,        -         -  195 

Reply  of,  to  Mr.  Fox,      -         -         -         -  238 

Mr.  Luttrell  makes  severe  attack  on,  -         -  246 
Jennings,  Jacob,  appointed  Surgeon  of  New-Jersey 

Militia,        ------  1658 

Jerry,  Negro,  a  story  of  "  American  Cruelty,"        -  220 

Jesuits,  numerous  in  America,       -         -         -         -  83 

Jewell,  Joseph,  appointed  Ensign  of  New- York  Mi- 
litia,    1350 

Jeivett,  Joseph,  Clerk  to  Joint  Committee  of  West- 
ford,  712 

Jobs,  examples  of  Army,     -----  133 
John,  King,  compelled  to  listen  to  a  Congress  at 

Runnymede,        -----  140 
Johnson,  Thomas,  President  of  Maryland  Conven- 
tion,    567 

Letter  to,  from  Colonel  Smallwood,     -         -  1255 

Elected  Deputy  to  Congress,     -         -         -  1499 

Johnson,  Sir  John,  Order  for  arrest  of,  -         -    '     -  447 

Proofs  of  hostile  intentions  of,     -         -         -  480 

Order  for  seizure  of,          -         -         .         .  493 

Colonel  Dayton  fails  in  the  attempt  to  take,  511 

Supposed  escape  of,  to  Niagara,          -         -  581 

Connection  of,  with  the  Indians,          -         -  609 

Reported  "  at  the  head  of  his  Scotch  Gang,"  633 
General  Schuyler's  Letters  to,  and  Lady,  642,  643 

His  Letter  to  Schuyler,     -         -         -         -  644 

His  Lady  is  ordered  to  be  removed  to  Albany,  647 
Infamous  conduct  of,  exposed,    -         -         -  648 
Washington  approves  of  Dayton's  watching,  768 
His  Lady  is  detained  as  a  Hostage,     -         -  913 
His  Lady  complains  to  Washington  of  Schuy- 
ler,   -         -         -         -         -         -         -  930 

Johnson,  Colonel  Guy,  influence  of  with  the  Indians,  729 
Johnson,  B.,  Letter  from,  to  the  Maryland  Council 

of  Safety, 732 

Johnson,  Nathaniel,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 874 

Johnson,  Peter,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 874 

Johnson,  E.,  Letter  from,  to  the  Maryland  Council  of 

Safety, -  881 

Their  Reply  to,       -        -        -        -         -  985 
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Johnson,  Captain  John,  William  Smith  complains  of,  993 
Makes  a  Report  to  the  New- York  Congress,  1374 
Is  requested  to  apprehend  Negro  Will,         -  1375 
JbAnsoK,  jlir*-.  ^«7!e,  compensation  granted  to,         -  1471 
Johnson,  Thomas,  elected  Brigadier-General  of  Mary- 
land Flying-Camp,        ...         -  1490 
Johnston,  Tliomas,  one  of  the  Secret  Committee,      -  620 
Johnston,  James,  punished  for  desertion,          -         -  759 
Johnston,  Samuel,  Letter  to,  from  John  Penn,         -  1116 
Johnston,  Schooner,  North-Carolina  grants  Letter  of 

Marque  to,  -         -         -         -         -         -  1454 

Johnston,  Philip,  appointed  Colonel  of  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1657 

Johnstone,  Governour,  Reply  of,  to  Sir  Adam  Fer- 
guson,           25 

Arraigns  the  conduct  of  Administration,       -  49 

His  arguments  are  commended,  -         -         -  54 

He  objects  to  the  Militia  Bill,     -         -         -  86 

Replies  to  Lord  North,     .         -         -         -  88 

Speech  of,  on  Sir  J.  Lowther's  Motion,        -  108 

His  Remarks  on  the  treatment  of  Mr.  Penn,  155 
Opposes  Lord  North's  Bill,      -         -      191,  205 


His  Motion  relating  to  Georgia,  - 


207 


Speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  Lord 

North's  Bill, 236 

Speech  of,  on  Alderman  Oliver's  Motion,     -  247 
Defends  the  conduct  of  Americans  at  Bunker- 
Hill,  254 

His  squibs  upon  Ministers,  -  -  263,  266 
Supports  the  motion  for  Inquiry,  -  -  266 
Opposes  the  hire  of  Foreign  Troops,  -  -  284 
Utters  a  philippick  against  Administration,  -  289 
Supports  Mr.  Luttrell's  motion  on  the  Navy,  313 
Is  interrupted  by  Lord  North,  -  -  -  315 
Is  severe  upon  Contractors,  -  -  -  317 
Reprobates  the  Minister  for  his  Rum-Con- 
tract,           384, 386 

Johnstone,  Mr.  J.,  supports  Mr.  Luttrell's  Motion,    -  142 
Seconds  Governour  Johnstone's  Motion  re- 
lating to  Georgia,          -         -         -         .  208 
Replies  to  Lord  Barrington,       -         -         -  288 
JoZ/y,  JoAn,  Captain  of  Maryland  Militia,       -         -  1140 
Jolliffe,  Mr.,  supports  the  Address,        -         -         -  45 
Is  in  favour  of  the  German  Treaties,  -         -  283 
Jones,  Captain  John  Paul,  Admiral's  Orders  to,     -  418, 

820,  844,  972 

Letter  from,  to  Joseph  Hewes,  -         -         -  511 

Letter  from,  to  Colonel  Tillinghast,     -         -  980 

Jones,  Eliakim,  suspected  of  joining  the  enemy,      -  570 

Jones,  Gilbert,  reports  from  Oyster-Bay  Committee,  617 

Jones,  Owen,  resigns  Treasurership  of  Pennsylvania,  854 
Jones,  Nathaniel,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia,        -        -        -     _    -        -        -  873 

Jones,  Captain  Gabriel,  charge  of,  against  B.  Grymes,  983 

Jones,  Dr.  John,  gives  certificate  to  Dr.  Adams,      -  1235 
Jones,  Samuel,  appointed  Ensign  of  North-Carolina 

Militia,       -        -         -         -         -         -  1444 

Jones,  Maurice,  appointed  a  Lieutenant  of  North-Ca- 
rolina Militia, 1450 

Resignation  of, 1455 

Jones,  John  C,  appointed  Assistant  Clerk  to  Mary- 
land Convention,  -----  1487 
Jones,  Lewelling,  elected  Captain  of  Virginia  Horse,  1565 
Jones,  James,  elected  Cornet  of  Virginia  Horse,      -  1568 
Jones,  Tliomas,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1661 

Jouct,  Chevalier,  limited  to  boundaries  on  parole,     -  1655 
Journals,  House  of  Commons,  for  IBlh  March,  1698, 

read, 109 

J.  R.,  Essay  of,  on  Independence,          ...  399 

Supplement  to  Essay  of,  -         -         -         -  400 

On  the  Election  of  Delegates,  -         -       _  -  798 

Jud,  Jesse,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut  Militia,  873 

Judson,  Noah,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Jury,  Trial  by,  the  essential  right  of  a  British  subject,  26 
Eulogy  upon  the  Institution,  -  -  -  29 
Justice,  New-Jersey  provides  for  the  maintenance  of,  1638 
Justinian,  Edward  called  the  English,  -  -  -  141 
Karanduaan,  name  given  to  Hancock  by  the  Six  Na- 
tions,          noi 


Kearl,  John,  examined  by  the  New-York  Committee,  1 167 
Kearney,  Michael,  (a  prisoner,)  limited  to  bounds  on 

parole, 1644 

Kearney,  Philip,  (a  prisoner,)  limited  to  bounds  on 

parole, 1644 

Kclscy,  Stephen,  paid  for  attending  the  New- York 

Committee,  -         .         -         .         .  1428 

Kemp's  Landing,  a  Council  decide  to  abandon,       -     407 
Kennedy,'  Captain,  (prisoner,)  enlarged  on  parole,   -  1644 
Kent  County,  Maryland,  Letters  to,  from  the  Mary- 
land Council  of  Safety,  -         -    421,1091 
Pay  to  Militia  Officers  in,  ...  1479 
Appointment  of  Officers  for,      ...  1492 
Judges  of  Election  for,     -         -         .         .  1497 
Kejit,  Colonel  James,  Letter  from  Maryland  Council 

of  Safety  to, 1257 

Elected  Colonel  of  Maryland  Flying-Camp,  1490 
Kent,  Jacob,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  New- 
York  Militia, 1414 

Kentucky,  Henderson  claim  to  land  in,  -        -        -    752 
■Memorial  from  Settlers  on  the  River,  -         -  1573 
Keppel,  Admiral,  his  attack  on  the  Admiralty,         -     101 
Ker,  John,  Moderator  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Church  of 

Scotland, 603 

Kerlin,  John,  appointed  Ensign  of  New-Jersey  Mili- 
tia,   -        - 1636 

Kernaghan,  James,  appointed  a  Lieutenant  of  New- 
York  Militia,       1316 

Kerr,  John,  appointed  a  Lieutenant  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia,   1466 

Ketcham,  Joshua,  one  of  Committee  of  Huntington,  617 
Ketchum,  Isaac,  Testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  Hickey,  1085 
Petition  of,  to  the  New-York  Congress,  -  1187 
Undergoes  examination,  -  -  -  -  1302 
Ordered  to  be  put  in  irons,  ...  1343 
A  visiter  permitted  to  see  him  in  Jail,  -  -  1350 
Brought  before  Congress  again  on  petition,  -  1410 
The  information  given  by,  .         .         -  1411 

Corrects  his  testimony  as  to  Colonel  Webb,  1421 
Kettletas,  Peter,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New- York 

Horse, 1339 

Ketner,  Henry,  asks  pardon  of  Berjcs  County,  Penn- 
sylvania,    ---.--     907 
Kilbey,  Esper,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  North-Caro- 
lina Militia, 1444 

Kilbey,  William  T.,  appointed  Ensign  of  North-Caro- 
lina Militia, 1444 

Kilborn,  Jonathan,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connec- 
ticut Militia,         -        ...        -    873 
Killbreath,  Hugh,  punished  for  desertion,        -       -  -     759 
KiHegrove,  Henry,  Petition  of,  to  New- York  Con- 
gress, ------  1354 

Kilty,  John,  elected  Ensign  Maryland  Flying-Camp,  1503 
Kind/all,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 874 

Kinchin,  defeat  of  the  Americans  at,      -        -         -     576 
King,  the  Speaker's  Address  to  the,  at  the  close  of 

the  Session,  -----     388 

King,  Alexander,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 871 

King,  Captain  John,  (of  N.C.,)  suspended  from  com- 
mand,        ---..-  1447 
King-William,  Virginia,  Report  on  Election  in,      -  1527 
King,  Joseph,  appointed  Adjutant  of  New-Jersey  Mi- 
litia, -         -        -        -        -        -        -  1640 

King-and- Queen,  Virginia,  Proceedings  of  Commit- 
tee of,        -        -        -        -        -        -    881 

King's  peace.  Lord  Mansfield's  definition  of  the,       -     339 
King's  District,  New-York,  suspicions  of  Tory  Plot 

in, 438 

LTnanimous  vote  of,  for  Independence,  -  1056 

King's  Ships,  Plan  to  prevent  annoyance  from  the,     563 
King's,  County,  Ncio-York,  appointments  made  by 

Committee  of,  -  -  -  -  -  974 
List  of  suspected  persons  in,  -  -  -  1152 
Deputies  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  -  1310 
Persons  holding  office  from  the  King  in,  -  1369 
King's  Bridge,  Fortifications  ordered  at,  -  -  992 
General  Mifflin  ordered  to  repair  to,  -  -  1270 
A7nsfJo7»,  what  is  meant  by  "within  the,"      -         -       91 


Lord  Weymouth's  definition  of, 
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Kings,  less  to  be  blamed  than  their  advisers,  -  -  33 
Divine  authority  of,  ridiculed,  -  -  -  35 
Fate  of  sundry,  referred  to,         -         -         -     244 

Kinney,  Captain,  cited  before  New-York  Congress,  -  1636 
Examined  and  exonerated,         ...  1646 

Kiiisey,  Samuel,  Testimony  of,  against  Thomas  Lloyd,  1464 

Kirkland,  Moses,  a  company  appointed  to  retake,    -     408 
Rigour  to  Prisoners  consequent  on  escape  of,     434 
Jailer  of  Pliiladelphia  ordered  to  be  examined 
in  relation  to,       -        -         -        -        -     656 

KirTchnd,  Samuel,  important  information  from,      762,  764 

Kirmovan,  Chevalier  de,  introduced  to  Dr.  Franklin,  1040 
Receives  employment  as  Engineer,  -  -  1300 
Is  strongly  recouHnended  for  appointment,     -  1726 

Kirtland,  Martin,  promotion  of,  in  Connecticut,       -  1225 

Kirtland,  Daniel,  appointed  Ensign  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Militia, 1225 

Kitts,  Daniel,  sentence  of,  postponed,    -        -        -     637 

A7«]§-A<,X)ftme/,  suspected  of  supplying  the  enemy,  -  1034 

Knowlton,  Daniel,  appointed  Ensign  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Militia,         -         .         .        -         .     874 

Knox,  Colonel  Henry,  Correspondence  of,  with  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Burbeck,  -  .  .  425 
Return  of  his  Artillery  Regiment,  -  -  527 
Is  ordered  to  inspect  the  Highlands,  -  -  534 
Excused  on  accountof  his  duties  at  New-York,  584 
His  Regiment  is  augmented,  -  -  -  892 
Return  of  his  Artillery,  Stc,      -         -         .     920 

Kortwright,  Lawrence,  offers  cannon  for  sale,  -  -  1433 
Washington  agrees  to  take  a  portion  from,     -  1435 

Lachine,  operations  of  Arnold  at,  ...     595 

Washington's  opinion  of  a  post  at,       -         -     928 

La  Come,  St.  Luc,  a  prisoner  at  Esopus,  -  -  609 
Washington  advises  the  removal  of,      -         -     769 

Lacy,  Thaddcus,  appointed  Captain  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Militia, 872 

Lacy,  Josiah,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Militia, 872 

Lady  Washinglon,  brave  defence  of  Privateer,        -     496 
Honourable  mention  of  Captain  Cunningham, 
of  the, 602 

LaJce  Champlain,  anxiety  to  keep  the  mastery  of,  -  587 
Preparations  for  defence  of,  -  -  -  480 
Schuyler's  efforts  to  increase  the  force  on,     -  1074 

Lamb,  James,  Aid  to  General  Schuyler,  -         -     640 

Return  of  Provisions  from,         ...     753 

Lamb,  Mrs.  Catharine,  Memorial  of,     -        -        -     839 

Lame,  Dericlc,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1639 

Lancashire,  sense  of  the  Freeholders  of,  -  -  34 
Politicks  of,  ridiculed,         -         -         -         -       35 

Lancaster,  Petition  from  Merchants  of,  -  -  -  74 
The  People's  invitation  to  the  House  of,        -     140 

Lancaster  (Pa.)  Battalion,  vote  to  support  Congress,     786 

Land  Office,  the  Proprietary's,  held  open  in  Mary- 
land,   740 

Lands,  Resolves  of  Virginia  Convention  relating  to,  1044 
Resolves  of  Virginia  Convention  on  settle- 
ment of  Indian,     -         .         .         .         _  1588 
Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  claims 
for, 1610 

Langdon,  John,  Letter  from,  to  Washington,  -  -  501 
Superintends  the  building  of  a  frigate,  -  -  698 
Mr.  Whipple's  Letters  to,  1021-1028,  1030, 1050 
J.  Bartlett's  Letters  to,  1021, 1025-6,  1028, 1195 
Is  made  Navy  Agent  for  New-Hampshire,  -  1195 
Letter  from,  referred  to  Secret  Committee,  -  1674 
Appointed  Agent  for  Prizes  in  New-Hamp- 
shire, -        -         -        -        .        .  1721 

Lanning,  Ralph,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  New- 
Jersey  Militia,  .....  i623 

Lansing,  John,  Jan.,  Garrison  Return  from,  -  -  582 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from,  to  Captain  Varick,     942 

La  Prairie,  Arnold's  Letter  from,  ...     930 

Lark,  sloop,  sold  as  prize  by  Virginia  Convention,  1592 

Latham,  JVilliam,  promotion  of,  in  the  Connecticut 

Militia, 1225 

Lathan,  Hubbard,  shot  at  and  wounded  by  a  sentinel,  1348 
New- York  Congress  report  the  fact  to  Put- 
nam, -        - 1350 

Putnam  reports  the  arrest  of  the  sentinel,     -  1351 


Lattimer,  Jonathan,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 

the  Connecticut  Militia,  -        "-         -     871 

Laverstcyler,  Jacob,  appointed  Quartermaster  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Militia,  ....  851 
Lawrence,  Major,  the  hero  of  Tritchinopoly,  -  -  38 
Lawrence,  Jonathan,  Letter  from,  to  the  New- York 

Comgress,  --....     584 
His  wife  sells  Tea  in  violation  of  law,         -     638 
Lawrence,  Oliver,  recommended  for  appointment  in 

New- York, 1070 

Lawrence,  Lieutenant  Jacob,  Letter  from,  to  New- 
York  Congress,    -        -        -        .         .  1340 
Lawrence,  Dr.  John,  ordered  by  New-Jersey  to  give 

parole,  --,...  1640 
Appears  before  the  Congress  and  signs,  -  1641 
Is  ordered  to  remove  to  Morristown,  -  -  1644 
Ladies  of  Perth-Amboy  petition  to  1-etain,  -  1647 
The  Congress  persist  in  their  order,  -  -  1647 
Lawyers,  reprobated  and  eulogized,  -  -  -  43 
A  prayer  to  be  delivered  from,  in  Nova-Scotia,  64 
Lay,  Elias,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Row-Galley  in 

Connecticut, 1086 

Z(«]/&0Mni,  i?OK'c«,  sentenced  for  desertion,  -  -  1144 
Lead,  means  taken  to  collect,  in  Philadelphia,  -  476 
Want  of  in  Camp  at  Sorcl,  ...  594 
Great  demand  for  at  New- York,  -  -  563 
Efforts  of  Philadelphia  to  procure,  -  -  658 
Earnest  appeal  of  Congress  for,  -  -  .  740 
New- York  Congress  order  windows  to  be  strip- 
ped of,         1440 

Resolves  of  the  New- Jersey  Congress  to  pro- 
cure,   1646 

Resolves  of  the  Connecticut  Assembly  in  re- 
lation to, 878 

Price  of,  fixed  by  the  Connecticut  Committee 

of  Safety, 1223 

Lead  Mines,  Congress  asks  for  a  Report  on,  -  1379,  1695 
Condemned  Negroes  sent  to,  in  Virginia,       -  1540 
£«eary,  Copia/rt  JciAn,  proposition  of,      ...  1012 
Appointed  Captain  of  the  New- York  Horse,  1339 
Leary,  WiUiajn,  examined  before  the  New-York  Com- 
mittee,        -        -        -        .    '    -         .  1154 
Appointed  Major  of  the  New-York  Militia,  -  1359 
Leather  Breeches,  Sraallwood's  Regiment  dressed  in,     566 
Maryland  orders,  for  all  her  Troops,     -         -  1467 
Leaver,  John,  Passport  granted  to,  by  the  New- York 

Congress,    -        -         -         -         -        -  1431 

Lebanon,  Connecticut  Committee  of  Safety  meet  at,     649 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  Letter  from  Committee  of,  to  Board  of 

War,  -        -         -        -        -         -  1083 

Ledger,  Dr.,  recommended  as  Regimental  Surgeon,     493 
Ledyard,  Ehenezer,  Commissary  for  Groton,  -         -     657 
Ledyard,  William,  appointed  Captain  of  Matrosses, 

Connecticut,         .....  1225 

Lee,  General  Charles,  Burgoyne's  Letter  to,  spoken 

of, -      79 

Complimented  by  Mr.  Burke,  -  -  •  -  100 
Inquiry  how  the  Commissioners  are  to  treat 

with, 382 

Secret  expedition  of,  ....     390 

Notice  of  his  return  from  it,         -         -        -    392 
Letter  from,  to  Hancock,  -         -         .      403,  720 
Letter  from,  to  Washington,       -     405,420,  1183 
Letter  from,  to  Richard  Henry  Lee,     -         -     407 
Letter  from,  to  Brigadier-General  Lewis,      -     721 
Letter  from,  to  Edmund  Pendleton,    -    721,1129 
Letter  to,  from  Thomas  Burke,  -         .         .     403 
He  ordei-s  the  seizure  of  Governour  Eden,    -     736 
Account  of  his  operations  in  the  South,         -  1017 
His  Letter  to  Gates,  from  Chariestown,         -  1128 
His  account  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Sullivan,  -  1129 
His  correspondence  with  Colonel  Moultrie,  -  1186 
His  Official  Letter  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gress, ......  1205 

Discussion  on  a  Letter  from,  in  the  Virginia 
Convention,  .....  1515 

His  proposition  acted  on  in  the  Virginia  Con- 
vention, -        -         -        -         -         -  151S 

Further  Resolves  on,  in  Virginia  Convention,  1557 
Letter  from,  read  in  Congress  and  referred,  -  1670 
His  scheme  is  approved  by  Congress,  -         -  1672 
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Lee,  Richard  H.,  Letter  to,  from  General  Lee,        -  407 
Letter  from,  to  Washington,         ...  834 
Lee,  Arthur,  a  Letter  supposed  to  be  from,    -         -  501 
Letter  from,  to  the  Secret  Committee,          -  685 
Dubourg's  project  of  corresponding  with,     -  781 
James  Lovell's  Letter  to,  -         -         -         .  1076 
Lee,  Henry,  Jim.,  elected  Captain  of  Virginia  Horse,  1566 
Lee,  Joseph,  fined  by  the  New-Jersey  Convention,  -  1656 
Lee,  Schooner,  valuable  prize  by  the  Warren  and,  -  771 
Lee,  IVilliam,  an  Alderman  of  London,          -         -  509 
Leech,  William,  convicted  of  imposition,         -         -  562 
Lefferty,  Bryan,  (^prisoner,)  Letter  from  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,          -         .         .         .  446 
Enlarged  on  parole  and  bond,     ...  1652 
Legend,  Mr.  IBurke's,  of  a  Prince  and  a  Lion,         -  157 
Legge,  Govemour,  of  Nova-Scotia,  a  project  of,         -  707 
Excuse  for  the  failure  of,  -         -         -         -  1043 
Le^'oTi,  composition  of  the  Britannick,  -         -         -  79 
Legislation,  the  peailium  of  the  Lawyer,       -         -  43 
For  America,  unjust  and  tyrannical,     -         -  56 
Simplest  mode  of,  the  best,         -         -         .  543 
Legislative  Council,  Prayer  to  appoint  for  life  in  No- 
va-Scotia,   ---.-.  63 
Leitch,  Major,  Expedition  of,  at  Willoughby's  Point,  1078 
Lemmon,  Dr.  Robert,   explanation    of  Instructions 

to,      - 1458 

Lemon,  Sir  William,  Speech  of,  on  Sir  J.  Lowther's 

Motion, 117 

Lenity,  examples  of  British,         -         -         -         -  22 

Lent,  Joseph,  Sentence  of,  disapproved,           -         -  637 
Leonard,  Jacob,  appointed  Captain  of  North-Carolina 

Militia, 1446 

Leonard,  John,  gives  bond  to  New-Jersey  Congress,  1634 

Fine  imposed  upon,  -         -         .         .         _  1635 
Letters,  (See  names  of  writers,  passim.) 

Leverett,  Mass.,  Vote  of,  on  Independence,     -         -  703 
Levers,  Robert,  Chairman  of  the  Northampton  (Pa.) 

Committee, 625 

Levy  Money,  amount  of,  paid  to  Duke  of  Brunswick,  272 

Amount  of,  paid  to  Prince  of  Waldeck,        -  357 
Lewis,  General  Andrew,  Letter  from,  to  President  of 

Congress, 458, 948 

Extract  of  a  Letter  to,      -         -        -    540,  1 078 
General  Lee's  Letter  to,    -         -         -         -  721 
Lewis,  George,  an  Officer  of  the  General's  Guard,  -  492 
Lewis,  John,  punished  by  Court-Martial,         -         -  525 
Lewis,  John,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia, -      _  - 874 

Lewis,  Joseph,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia,    1140 

Lewis,  Charles,  appointed  Colonel  of  Virginia  Mili- 
tia,    -        - 1518 

Lewis,  Addison,  appointed  Comet  of  Virginia  Horse,  1566 
Lewistown  (Del.)  Committee,  Letter  from,  to  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,          ....  808 
Z/mng-^w,  conduct  of  Americans  at,      -         -      129,361 
Leypold,  John,  Letter  to,  from  the  Maryland  Council 

of  Safety, 987 

L'Hommedieu,  Ezra,  Letter  from,  to  the  New- York 

Congress,    ..-.-.  684 
Liberty,  deBnition  of  Civil  and  Religious,       -         -  30 
The  natural  produce  of  English  soil,     -         -  37 
Lord  North  expresses  a  veneration  for,          -  52 
Danger  to^  from  the  Militia  Bill,          -         -  87 
The  jealous  spirit  of,          ....  113 
American  War  in  defence  of,      ...  125 
The  right  of,  inherent,       ....  139 
"  The  grand  claim  of  the  Americans,"         -  148 
Imaginary  character  of,  sought  for  in  America,  152 
A  contention  for,  better  than  discipline,         -  190 
Liberty,  Sloop,  in  service  of  the  Forts  in  the  High- 
lands, -         -                 ....  676 
Life-Guard,  Sloop,  captured  from  the  Tories,          -  531 
Testimony  in  relation  to  Washington's,          -  1058 
Lightburn,  Joseph,  owner  of  the  sloop  Betsey  and 

Ann, -  694 

Light  Horse,  a  Company  of,  formed  at  Blooming- 

Gtove, 585 

Limes,  a  present  of,  sent  to  Washington,         -         -  476 

Lincoln,  Benjamin,  Letter  to,  from  Eldad  Taylor,    -  574 

Z/int/,  Ur.,  accompanies  Gates  to  Canada,      -         -  1070 
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Linen,  price  of,  regulated  in  New- Jersey,       -         -     467 
Maryland  encourages  the  Manufacture  of,    -  1481, 

1495,  1502 
Virginia  does  the  same,     ....  1518 
Lindsay,  William.,  appointed  Cornet  of  the  Virginia 

Horse, 1568 

Lindsay,  James,  a  seaman,  award  to,  by  Virginia 

Convention,          .....  1592 
List,  of  the  Minority  in  the  House  of  Lords,  -         -       14 
Of  the  Minority  in  the  House  of  Commons,  -       46 
Of  Tories  gone  to  Long-Island,  -         -         -     455 
Of  Grand  Jurors  for  Cheraws  District,  South- 
Carolina,     515 

Of  Tory  Prisoners  at  Fort  Montgomery,  676,  1358 
Of  Uncommissioned  Companies  in  Maryland 

Battalions,  -         -         -         -         -         .     732 
Of  Scotch  Prisoners  sent  to  General  Greene,  1055 
Of  charges  against  Prisoners  sent  to  Connec- 
ticut,  1072,1074 

Of  Miliiia  Companies  in  Harford,  Maryland,  1140 
Of  disaffected  persons  in  New-York,  -  1152, 1157 
Of  Prisoners  sent  by  Colonel  Carey  to  Gene- 
ral Greene,          .         -         .         .         .  1183 
Of  Enemy's  Ships  and  Generals  at  New- 
York,         1265 

Of  Officers  in  Rifle  Companies,  -         -  1272 

Of  Tories  in  Queen's  County,  New- York,  -  1366 
Of  New- York  Firemen  under  Colonel  Stou- 

tenburgh, 1408 

Litany,  the  King's  name  erased  from  the  Church,  in 

Virginia, 1614 

Litchfield,  Connecticut,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of,     471 
Littleton,  Massachusetts,  Meeting  of  Joint  Commit- 
tees at,        -----         -     712 

Lively,  man-of-war.  Deserters  from  the,          -         -     709 
Z.i«e-«<ocfr,  Plan  of  sending  to  Boston,  ridiculed,      -     129 
Liverpool,  consistency  of  the  People  of,  ridiculed,    -       35 
Petition  from  the  Merchants  of,           -         -       73 
Liverpool,  man-of-war,  beaten  off  by  galleys,          -     408 
Mr.  Adams's  mention  of  the  battle  with,      -     429 
Livingston,  H.  B.,  Aid-de-Camp  to  General  Schuy- 
ler,     416 

Letter  from,  to  Washington,       -      445,  536,  817 
Letter  to,  from  R.  H.  Harrison,  -         -     507 

Letter  from,  to  New- York  Congress,  -         -     608 
Letter  from,  to  Lord  Stirling,     -         -      818,  901 
Recommends  Captain  Childs,    -         -         -  1413 
Livingston,  Abraham,  Letter  from,  to  President  of 

Congress,  --....  554 
Letter  from,  to  New- York  Congress,  -  -  710 
New- York  Congress  take  order  for  settling 

accounts  of,  -  -  .  .  .  1328 
Is  examined  touching  sale  of  Provisions  on 

Long-Island, 1447 

Livingston,  John,  Jun.,  accused  of  secreting  a  Fugi- 
tive,   638 

Livingston,  Walter,  Chairman  of  Secret  Committee 

at  Albany,  ------     646 

Letter  to,  from  Schuyler,  -         -         -         -     648 

Livingston,  General  William,  Letter  to,  from  Wash- 
ington,       ..-.-.  1135 
Letter  from,  to  Washington,       .         -         -  1262 
Letter  to,  from  Edward  Thomas,        -         -  1141 
Letter  from,  to  General  H.  Mercer,     -         -  1233 
Command  of  New-Jersey  Militia  offered  to,   1626 
Which  he  declines  accepting,     .         -         -  1629 
Livingston,  John  W.,  sent  as  prisoner  to  New- York 

Congress,    ------  1375 

Is  heard  before  the  Congress,     -         -         -  1376 
Refuses  to  ask  pardon,  and  is  committed,     -  1377 
Recants,  and  prays  to  be  discharged,  -         -  1404 
Is  discharged  on  parole,    -         -         -         -  1405 

Lloyd,  J.,  Jan.,  authorized  to  take  possession  of  an 

Estate, 1330 

Lloyd,  Thomas,  cited  before  Baltimore  Committee,  -  1463 
Witnesses  examined  against  and  censure  pass- 
ed upon,     ..----  1464 
Loan  Officers,  Proceedings  of,  stayed  by  New- York 

Congress, 1402 

Locke,  his  doctrine  of  Necessity,  -         -         -         -       96 
His  doctrine  of  Government,      .        -        -    243 
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Logier,  John,  appointed  Ensign  ofNew-Jersey  Militia,  1659 

London,  City  of,  petition  Parliament,    -         -         -  3,  73 

Mr.  Hartley's  Remarks  on  Petition  of,         -     354 

Gazette,  "a  disgrace  to  the  Nation,"  -         -     359 

Gazette,  "on  a  level  with  the  Briixelles,"    -     228 

Gazette,  notice  in,  of  American  aflairs,         -     717 

Gazette,  Sir  Peter  Parker's  official  Letter  in,  1208 

Long-Island,  ^'cw-York,  Plot  o( the  Tones  on,      -     455 

Directions  for  completing  AVorks  on,   -         -     534 

Head-Quartei-sof  the  Tories  on,  -         -     723 

Notice  of  Howe's  purpose  to  land  on,  -         -     729 

Part  of  his  Forces  land  on,         .         -         -  1272 

Resolve  of  New- York  Congress  relative  to 

Provisions  on,       -         -         -         -         -  1405 

Long-Island,  (South-Carolina,)  account  of  operations 

on, 1186,1187 

Lonsdale,  fViJliam,  petitions  Virginia  Convention  for 

relief, 1521 

Pension  granted  to,  -         -         -         -         -  15S0 

Lockerman,  T.  JV.,  recommended  for  appointment,  -     464 
Deposition  of,  .         -         .         .         -     805 

Loomis,  Epaphs.,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia,        -         -         -         -         -         -     873 

Loosley,  Thomas,  Paper-maker,  Petition  of,    -         -     615 
Lord,  Lynde,  Clerk  to  Litchfield  Committee,  -         -     472 
Lord,  William,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  North- 
Carolina  Militia, 1446 

Ijord-Howe,  Sloop,  Prisoners  taken  by,  -         -     809 

Lord-Howe,  Prize-ship,  Inventory  of  cargo  of,  -  1113 
Lords,  Proceedings  of  the  House  of,     -    1,  88,  106,  118, 

158,  211,  290,319,360 
Passage  of  the  Militia  Bill  by  the,       -         -       87 
Losye,  Jacob,  committed  to  Jail  in  New- York,        -     766 
Lott,  Colonel,  examined  before  New- York  Commit- 
tee,     568 

Lott,  Richard,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  New- 
Jersey  Militia,      -----  1663 

Louden,,  Samuel,  complaint  of,  to  New- York  Con- 
gress, -        -        -        -        -        -  1348 

Loudoun,  (Virginia,)  Proceedings  of  the  Committee 

of,     -        -         -         -         -         -      444,722 

Louis  XL,  ruined  the  liberties  of  France  by  Militia,  86 
Jyouis  X/Fi,  the  example  of,  referred  to,  -         -     141 

Lounsbcrry,  Jeremiah,  recommended  as  an  Ensign  of 

Grenadiers,  -         -         .         .         -     585 

Receives  the  appointment,         -         .        .  1345 
Love,  Amos,  Resignation  of,  -         -         .         -  1444 

Love,  David,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Marines,  -  1720 
Lovell,  James,  his  Letter  to  Arthur  Lee,  -  -  1070 
Low,  Peter,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New-Jersey  Mi- 

htia, 1639 

Low,  Isaac,  released  from  parole  and  suspicion,  -  1665 
Lowes,  Henry,  Letter  from,  to  Maryland  Council  of 

Safety,        - 806 

Lowrey,  Thomas,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 

New-Jersey  Militia,       -         -         -         .  1625 
Lowther,  Sir  James,  seconds  Amendment  to  Address,       21 
Moves  employment  of  Hanoverians  to  be  con- 
trary to  law,         -         -         -         -         -     107 
Lviy,  John,  punished  for  desertion,        .         -         _     759 
Lucas,  Robert,  complaint  against,  to  Virginia  Conven- 
tion,   1533 

His  petition  to  them  granted,      -         -         -  1542 
Reconsidered  and  rejected,         -         -         -  1547 
Luddington,  Henry,  nominated  Lieutenant-Colonel 

of  New- York  Militia,    -         -        -         -1318 

Lush,  Andrew,  Petition  of,  to  Virginia  Convention 

rejected,      ------  1605 

LuttreU,  Mr.  Temple,  comments  on  King's  Speech,       34 
His  views  on  American  affairs,  -         -         -     139 
Closes  with  a  motion  to  treat  with  Congress,     142 
Opposes  Lord  North's  Bill,         -         -         -     196 
Supports  Alderman  Oliver's  Motion,    -         -     243 
His  Speech  and  Motion  on  the  Navy,  -     313 

His  Speech  on  Mr.  Sawbridge's  Motion,       -     373 
LuttreU,  Hon.  Captain  James,  defends  America,      -       36 
Opposes  the  Militia  Bill,  -         -         -         -       82 

Comments  on  Motion  for  Supplies,  -  -  101 
Moves  to  amend  Lord  North's  Bill,  -  201,  203 
Opposes  the  hire  of  Foreign  Troops,  -  -  281 
Supports  Mr.  Hartley's  Motion,  -         -    351 


Lux,  William,  Letter  from,  to  the  Maryland  Council 

of  Safety,     -         -         -         -          1034,  1115 

Lyburn,  Harry,  award  to,  in  case  of  sloop  Olive,     -  1592 
Lyle,  John,  relief  granted  to,  by  Virginia  Convention,  1580 
Lyman,  Tliomas,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia,  -         -         -         -         -         -  874 

Lynch,  Michael,  committed  by  New-York  Congress,  1406 
Transferred  to  Washington  for  trial,     -         -  1410 
Lynch,  John,  sentenced  by  Court-Martial,       -         -  1269 
Lyon,  Rev.  James,  Letter  from,  to  Washington,       -  484 
Lyon,  Lieutenant  Peter,  Order  for  arrest  of,  -         -  550 
Lyon,  Stephen,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia, -        -         -        -         -         -         -  874 

Lyon,  Dr.  J Villiam,  is  reused  permission  to  inoculate,  1460 
Lyttelton,  Governour,  seconds  JMotion  for  Address,  -  21 
His  opinion  of  American  Traders,       -         -  201 
Opposes  Colonel  Barre's  Motion,        -         -  359 
Lyttelton,  Lord,  defends  the  Earl  of  Chatham,        -  7 
Replies  to  the  Eari  of  Rochford,         -         -  9'2 
On  motion  to  examine  Mr.  Penn,        -         -  119 
Alluded  to  as  "  The  Noble  Lord  in  Red,"    -  129 
His  Reply  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  -         -  134 
His  Speech  extolled  by  Ministers,         -         -  136 
Is  called  to  the  Privy  Council,   .         -         -  158 
Objects  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  Motion,     -  161 
Is  compared  to  Garrick  by  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond,        ------  164 

Supports  Lord  North's  Bill,        -         -         -  213 
Replies  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  compli- 
ments,           217 

Supports  the  German  Treaties,  -         -         -  309 
Contends  for  the  right  of  Taxation,     -         -  334 
Lyttle,  M^illiam,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  North-Caro- 
lina Militia, 1444 

Mabison,  Arthur,   North-Carolina   purchases   Land 

from, 1445 

Macauley,  Alexander,  declared  to  be  disaffected,      -  722 
Mac  Cloud,  Kenneth,  Letter  from,  to  Commodore  Hop- 
kins, - 617 

Machias,  operations  for  relief  of,  -         -         -         -  441 

Address  from,  to  Massachusetts  Council,       -  575 

Machin,  Lieutenant,  Ordered  to  Head-Quarters,      -  793 
Mackall,  B.,  Letter  from,  to  the  Maryland  Council 

of  Safety,    -         -         -         -         -         -  831 

Chairman  of  Calvert  County  Committee,     -  985 
Mackall,  John,  appointed  Captain  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia, - 1473 

Court-Martial  ordered  for  trial  of,         -         -  1483 
Mackall,  James,  appointed  Captain  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia,    1470 

Maclean,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  complimented  by  Ge- 
neral Carleton,     -         -         -         .         .  457 
Macpherson,  John,  claims  to  be  first  Naval  Comman- 
der,   -------  632 

Committee  of  Congress  report  against  his  claim,    632 
Macworth,  Mr.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  House  of  Commons,  -         -         -  64 

His  Reports  as  such,  -         -  65,  66, 203,  204 

McAlpine,  Order  for  seizure  of,     -         -         -         -  493 

McAuley,  Patrick,  honourably  acquitted,         -         -  722 
McBride,  James,  appointed  Captain  of  New- York  Mi- 
litia, -         - 1398 

McCdbe,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia, _.--.---  583 
McCaZ&^cr,  X/ieM^enani;,  captured  by  Indians,          -  1253 
McCarty,   William,  Acting  Deputy  Quartermaster- 
General  in  Canada,         -         -         .         .  588 
iVicCrtuZey,  Parson,  captured  at  Trois  Rivieres,         -  828 
McChord,  John,  intelligence  given  by,  -         -         .  586 
McClane,  Captain,  captured  by  Indians,          -         -  1253 
McClaughry,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New- 
York  Militia,     ------  1398 

McClean,  Captain,  spirited  conduct  of  his  men,       -  827 

McClean, ,  committed  to  Philadelphia  Jail,    -  1283 

Mc  Cleave,  John,  appointed  Captain  of  Row-Galley,  652 
H'lcCloster,  Samuel,  appointed   Ensign  of  Marvland 

Militia, '       .  1483 

McCluere,  fVilliain,  appointed  Surgeon  of  North-Ca- 
rolina Militia,        -----  I445 
McClure,  David,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 871 
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McClurc,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Marines,  - 
McComas,  James,  appointed  Captain   of  Maryland 

Militia, 

McCuhUn,  Zachaiiah,  appointed  Captain  of  Mary- 
land Militia,         -         -         .         .         . 
McCuUoch,  Alexander,  (prisoner,)  exchange  of,  soli- 
cited, ..-.._ 
McCutchnon,  David,  committed  to  Jail, 
McDonald,  James,  punished  for  mutiny, 
McDonald,  the  Miner,  information  against, 

Letter  from,  to  New- York  Congress,    - 
Committee  appointed  to  agree  with,     - 
McDonald,  Allan,  (prisoner,)  complaint  of,     - 
McDonald,  General,  complaint  of,  to  Congress, 
McDonald,  the  Clan,  made  prisoners  in  Nordi-Caro- 
lina,    ------- 

McEuen,  Malcom,  Chairman  of  the  "Mechanicks  in 

Union," 

McFall,  Neal,  committed  to  New- York  Jail,  - 
McFall,  Sergeant,  prisoner  at  large,  Putnam  informs 
New- York  Congress  of,  .         .         - 

Committee  make  report  in  the  case  of. 
The  Report  and  his  parole  sent  to  Putnam,  - 
McFarland,  Daniel,  recaptured  with  Captain  McKay, 
McFarling,  John,  acquitted  on  charge  of  desertion,  - 
McGahey,  Manasses,  pardoned  by  Virginia  Conven- 
tion, ...... 

McGaw,  Colonel,  Washington  asks  for  his  Battalion, 
Is  ordered  to  New-York,    -         -         .         - 
His  arrival  there  reported,  .         .         . 

Deficiency  of  Arms  in  his  Regiment,  - 
McGee,  Alexander,  Order  for  arrest  of,    - 

Maryland  Council  of  Safety  order,  before  them, 
McGoivan,  John,  appointed  Adjutant  of  Pennsylva- 
nia Rifles,    ------ 

Mclhoy,  Fergus,  appointed  Ensign  of  the  Maryland 

Militia, 

Mclntire,  John,  arrested  on  suspicion  and  discharged, 
Mcintosh,  Colonel  Lachlan,  Letter  from,  to  Wash- 
ington,        -         -         -         -         - 

Successful  exploit  of,         -         -         -         - 

McKay,  Captain  Samuel,  deserts  from  his  parole,     - 
Is  retaken  by  the  Night- Watch  in  Berkshire, 
Is  committed  to  prison  in  Hartford, 
Had  assumed  the  dress  of  a  Clergyman, 
McKean,  Colonel  Thomas,  Letter  to,  from  Peter  Tall- 
man,  ------- 

Resolves  offered  by,  at  a  Publick  Meeting,  - 


510, 


His  Battalion  vote  to  support  Congress, 
His  Letter  to  the  President  thereof,  - 
Is  chosen  President  of  the  Conference, 

McKenzie,  Dr.,  ordered  to  attend  sick  at  Sorel, 
Taken  prisoner  at  Trois  Rivieres, 

McKesson,  John,  Letters  to,  from — 
William  Floyd,      _  - 
Colonel  H.  B.  Livingston, 
Whitehead  Hicks,    -         -         - 
George  Clinton,        ... 
Colonel  Malcom,      .         -         -         .         . 
Elected  Secretary  by  New- York  Congress,  - 

McKey,  John,  the  Confession  of,  - 

McLean,  Peter,  information  against,  ... 
New-York  Committee  order  the  arrest  of,  - 
Is  charged  with  disaffection,       ... 

McLean,  Lieutenant  Neal,  sent  to  Albany  in  irorts,  - 
Putnam  sends  him  handcuffed  to  Philadelphia, 

McLean,  Colonel,  advance  of,  to  Three  Rivers, 

McLene,  James,  Chairman  of  Cumberland  (Pennsyl- 
vania) Committee,  .... 

McNeal, ,  a  Tory,  an  account  of,         - 

McNeil,  Mrs.,  ordered  to  remove  from  Wilmington, 
North-Cai-olina,    -         .         -         -         - 

McNeil,  Hector,  appointed  to  command  Frigate  Bos- 
ton,   ------- 

McNeill,  Charles,  the  Confession  of, 

McNeill,  Malcom,  North-Carolina  orders  the  impri- 
sonment of,  -         .         -         -         - 
Is  admitted  to  parole,        .         .         -         - 

McPherson,  Robert,  Chairman  of  York  (Pennsylva- 
nia) Committee,  -        -         -         -         - 
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Madison,  Thomas,  appointed  Paymaster  of  Virginia 

Militia, 1569 

MffrfnW,  interference  of  Court  of,  not  feared,  -         -         5 
Majfit,  Thomas,  Clerk  to  Cornwall  (New- York)  Com- 
mittee,         586 

Magaio,  Rev.  Mr.,  Address  of,  to  Battalion,    -         -     464 
Magazine,  established  in  Talbot  County,  Maryland,   1478 
Magistrates,  Virginia  Convention  provides  for  con- 
tinuing,        1586 

The  Ordinance  for,  -  -  -  -  -  1608 
Magna  Charta,  the  Bill  of  Rights  a  new,  -  -  91 
Maidstone,  case  of  the  Hanoverian  Soldier  at,  -     114 

iV/«Jn,L2c?<toi«n/,  of  the  Yankee-Hero,  wounded,    -     748 
Majority,  questions  determined  by,  in  the  Maryland 

Convention,          -         .         .         .         .  I486 
Of  Members  present,  a  quorum  in  New-Jer- 
sey Congress, 1618 

Of  Colonies,  necessary  to  appointments,       -  1697 
Malcom,  Colonel  William,  Letter  from,  to  J.  McKes- 
son,    1235 

Is  admitted  to  New-York  Congress  as  Deputy 
for  Charlotte,        -         -         .         .         .  1322 
Malcontents,  Resolve  of  North-Carolina  concerning,   1443 
Maiden,  Instructions  of  Town  of,  to  their  Representa- 
tives,  602 

Mallet,  Richard,  the  Property  of,  restored,  -  -  1449 
Manchester,  Duke  of,  objects  to  the  Address,  -  -  10 
Opposes  the  employment  of  Foreign  Troops,  88 
Moves  to  declare  the  same  unconstitutional,-  90 
Replies  to  Lord  Lyttelton,  -  -  -  135 
Offei-s  a  Petition  from  Merchants  of  Bristol,  229 
Opposes  the  German  Treaties,  -  -  .  298 
Supports  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  Motion,  -  324 
Speech  of,  on  American  affairs,  -  -  -  360 
Speech  of,  on  motion  to  amend  Lord  North's 

Bill, 211,228 

Manchester,  Lord  Stanley  avows  the  Addresses  from, 
The  politicks  of,  ridiculed,          ... 
Mr.  Egerton  defends,        .... 
The  Addresses  from,  pronounced  indecent,  - 
Mauley,  Captain,  Prizes  captured  by,    ... 
Appraisement  of  Ordnance  Stores  taken  by. 
Congress  take  order  relative  to  his  Prizes, 
Manly, ,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Light  In- 
fantry,          1430 

Mann,  Isaac,  Order  for  the  seizure  of,    -         -         -     493 

Mansfield,  Lord,  opinion  of,  quoted,      -         -         -       88 

His  Speech  on  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  Motion, 

Replies  to  a  question  of  Duke  of  Richmond, 

His  Speech  on  third  reading  of  Lord  North's 

Bill, 

Explains  his  opinions,        .         -         .         . 
Replies  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
Mansfield,  Joseph,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connec- 
ticut Militia, 

Mansfield,  John,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Manufactories,  Resolve  of  the  Maryland  Convention 

touching,     ------  1487 

Appropriation  to  encourage,        -         -  1501,  1502 
Manufactures,  American  trade  not  necessary  to  Bri- 
tish,   ------- 

Nature  of  British,  explained,       ... 
Influence  of  the  war  upon,  ... 

Effects  upon,  of  Lord  North's  Bill,      - 
Georgia  recommends  the  encouragement  of,  - 
Marblehead,  valuable  Prize  brought  into, 
Marcy,  Samuel,  Jun.,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Con- 
necticut Militia,    -         -         -         -         - 

Marine  Committee,  Members  of  the,       -         .         - 
Their  Resolve  relating  to  Cannon  in  Rhode- 
Island,         ...... 

Their  Letter  to  Commodore  Hopkins  on  the 

subject. 
Complaint  of  Lieutenant  Hallock  to  the, 
Their  Orders  to  Commodore  Hopkins, 
Commodore  Hopkins's  Report  to  the,  - 
Instructions  of  Congress  to,         -         - 
Empowered  to  name  the  thirteen  Frigates,  - 
Report  from,  of  complaints  of  sundry  Ofli 
cers,  ------ 
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Hhrines,  a  call  in  House  of  Commons  for  number  of,     100 
Rapid  recruiting  of,  rciwrted,      -         -         -     137 
Leave  asked  to  raise  two  Battalions  of,         -     610 
Dr.  Adams  asks  for  a  Company  of,      -         -     714 
Marlborough,  couree  of,  contrasted  with  Ministers,    -     169 
Marsh,  Colonel  Joseph,  Chairman  of  Joint  Commit- 
tee,     548 

Takes  his  seat  as  a  Member  of  the  New- York 
Congress,    ------  1409 

Is  sent  on  a  mission  to  Rhode-Island,  -  -  1441 
Marshall,  Dr.,  ordered  to  attend  the  Sick  at  Sorel,  -  594 
Marshall,  John,  Philadelphia  gives  a  Premium  to,  for 

Thread, 856 

Marshall,  John,  cited  before  Baltimore  Committee,  -  1462 
Marshall,  JVilliam,  honourably  acquitted  of  disaffec- 
tion,   722 

Marsham,  Hon.  Charles,  gives  notice  of  a  Motion,   -       87 
Excepts  to  Lord  North's  Bill,    -         -         -       88 
Moves  to  amend  the  Bill  of  Indemnity,        -     104 
Martin,  Alexander,  appointed  Colonel  North-Caro- 
lina Regulars,      -----  1444 
Martin,  Azariah,  appointed  Quartermaster  of  New- 
York  Militia,        1359 

Martin,  James,  honourably  acquitted  of  disaffection,     722 
Martin,  Captain  John,  Letter  from,  to  the  Maryland 

Council  of  Safety,         .         .         -         -  1211 
Martin,  Dr.  Samml,  Proceedings  of  the  New- York 

Committee  in  the  case  of,       -         -         -  1160 
Further  examination  of,     -         -         -         -  1175 
Is  required  to  give  his  parole,     -         -         .  1176 
Martin,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Mitchell's 

Company,  of  North-Carolina,  -         -  1444 

Martin,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Gee's  Com- 
pany of  North-Carolina,  -  .  -  1445 
Marvin,  Elihu,  Chairman  of  Cornwall  Committee,  -  586 
Chairman  of  Orange  County  Committee,  -  1 032 
Marvin,  Ephraim,  Deposition  of,  -  -  -  -  571 
Appointed  Adjutant  of  a  Minute  Regiment,  -  628 
3iaryZanrf,  Dissolution  of  the  Assembly  of,  -  -  821 
Address  to  the  People  of,  -  -  -  1094,  1096 
Compliment  to,  by  John  Adams,  -  -  1194 
Maryland  Convention,  Proceedings  of,  -  -  461,  462 
Resolve  on  reunion  with  Great  Britain,  -  463 
H.  Ridgely's  Memorial  to,  -  -  -  515 
Edmund  Pendleton's  Letter  to,  -  -  -  576 
Solemn  call  upon,  by  Congress,  -  -  708 
Resolves  of,  on  subject  of  Governour  Eden,  736 
A  new,  called,  -----  766 
Proceedings  of,  relating  to  Governour  Eden,  1044 
Resolve  of,  setting  aside  Writs  of  Election,  -  1047 
Robert  Alexander's  excuse  for  not  attending,  1063 
Letter  to,  from  John  Rodgers  at  Philadelphia,  1064 
Doubts  of,  as  to  Independence,  -  -  -  1067 
Letters  from  President  of  Congress  to,  1 132,  1258 
Captain  James  Nicholson's  Letter  to,  -  -  1259 
Proceedings  of  the  new,  -  -  -1485—1510 
Declaration  of  the  Delegates  of,  -  -  1506 
Action  of  Virginia  Convention  on  Proceedings 

of, -        -  1544 

Resolutions  of,  on  Independence,  read  in  Con- 
gress,   1727 

Maryland  Council  of  Safety,  the  Correspondence  of, 

with — 

Alexander,  Robert,  -----     821 

Adams,  William,     -----  ii40 

Baltimore  Committee,       -         -        -         .    4.32^ 

583,  682,  683,  713,  933 

Beall,  Colonel  Joseph,      -         -         -         -     613 

Beall,  Captain  Rezin,       -         -         .         -    613, 

687,  1046,  1063,  1080,  1257 

Bracco,  Lieutenant,  -         -         -         -         .  1130 

Brent,  George, 577 

Brigadier-Generals,  -----  766 
Buchanan,  Colonel  William,  -  -  -  1080 
Buchanan,  Andrew,  -         -         -         -  1090 

Calvert  Committee,  -  -  -  707,821,1116 
Carroll,  Charles,  (Barrister,)  -  -  .  681 
Cradock,  John,  -  -  -  -  -1192 
Cbamberlaine,  Brigadier-General,  -  -  687 
County  Committees,  -         -         -         -  1116 

Dickinson,  Charles,  -----     803 


Maryland  Council  of  Safety,  the  Correspondence  of, 
with — 
Dorchester  Committee,     -         -         -        -  1 256 

Dorsey,  Captain  Thomas,  -         -         -         .     576 
Deputies  in  Congress,        -         -         .         .    682, 
754,  782,  806,  883,  904 
Dugan,  Cumberland,         -         -       948,  986,  987 
Ennalls,  Thomas,     -----  1210 

Frederick  Committee,        -         -         -         -     722 

Garrett,  Amos,        -         -         -         .    904,1140 
Gist,  Thomas,         -         -         -         -         -  1193 

Hirrison,  Lieutenant  VVilliam,    -         -         .     754 
Harrison,  Richard,   -----     905 

Handy,  Captain  Joseph,    -         -         .         -     ggg 
Hall,  J.,  and  others,  -         -         .         -     630 

Hall,  Colonel,  and  Weems,        ...  ]063 
Hindman,  William,  -----     687 

Hollingsworth,  Jesse,         -         -883,1080,1131 
Hopkins,  Gerard,      -----     445 

Henderson,  James,  -         .         -         -1091,1130 
Hughes,  Daniel  and  Samuel,      -         -         -  1256 
Hill,  Captain  Duncan,      -         -         -         -     630 

Johnson,  B.,    -         -         -         -         -         -     732 

Johnson,  Dr.  E.,       -         -         -         .      881,985 
Kent  County  Committee,  -         -         -   421,1091 
Kent,  Colonel  James,        -         .         -         .  1257 
Leypold,  John,         -         .         -         -         .     997 
Lowes,  Henry,         -----     §06 

Lux  and  Bowley,     -         .         -         -         .     996 
Lux,  William,  -         -         -         -1034,1155 

Martin,  Captain,  of  Brig  Friendship,  -  -  1211 
Matthews,  Colonel,  of  Virginia,  -         -         -   1046 

Middleton,  Joseph, 1034 

Montagu,  Captain  of  the  Fowey,  -  1045,  1046 
Murdock,  James,  -  -  -  _  .  1079 
Newcastle  Committee,  -  -  -  -  429 
Nicholson,  Captain  James,  -  -  .  516^ 
605, 612,  618, 669, 682, 1047 
North-Carolina  Committee  of  Safety,  -  429,  567 
President  of  Congress,  -  -  .  -  733 
Purviance,  Samuel,  Jun.,  -  -  -  -  432 
Richardson,  William,  -  .,  -  -  464 
Ringgold,  James,  -----  687 
Russell,  Thomas,  -----  421 
Sands,  Ridley,  and  Mowbray,  Captains,       -     567 

Scott,  U., 722 

Selby,  William, 1115 

Smallwood,  Colonel,  -         .         -         _     392 

Smith,  Captain  N.,  -  -  -  464, 1139,  1230 
Smyth,  Hands,  and  Nicholson,  -  •-  .  1256 
Tilghman,  James,  -----  1256 
Vanbibber,  Captain,  -         -         -      933, 985 

Vanbibber  and  Harrison,  -  -  -  -  1257 
Veazey,  Captain,  -  -  .  .  421,1091 
Virginia  Committee  of  Safety,  -  -  408, 682 
Ware,  Francis,  -----  630 
Worcester  Committee,  -  -  -  618, 973 
Young,  Hugh,  .         -         .         -     420, 669 

Maryland  Council  of  Safety,  General  Lee's  remarks 

on  the  conduct  of,  -  -  -  -  406 
Answer  of,  to  the  call  of  Congress,  -  -  783 
Proceedings  of,         -         -         -         -  1465-1484 

Mason,  Colonel,  his  Regulators  defeated  in  North- 
Carolina,     --..-.     363 

Mason,  James,  examined  before  the  New- York  Com- 
mittee,          1155 

Massachusetts,  the  resistance  of,  justified,  -  -  35 
King  William's  Charter  of,  -  -  .  50 
Early  disturbances  in,  -  -  -  -  81 
People  of,  characterized  as  "  Madmen,"  -  148 
Unjust  treatment  of,  asserted,  -  -  .  166 
Mr.  Burke's  Remarks  on  the  state  of,  -  -  173 
Bill  to  repeal  the  Act  for  regulating,  -  -  179 
Preparations  of,  for  War,  -  -  -  -  241 
Duke  of  Grafton  explains  his  vote  on  Charter 

Bill  of,        - 307 

Council  of,  to  their  Delegates  in  Congress,  -  419 
Resolves  of  House  of  Representatives  of,  420,801 
The  President  of  Congress  to  the  Assembly  of,  473 
Washington  to  the  Council  of,  -  -  -  477 
James  Warren  to  the  Council  of,         -         -     553 
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Massachusetts,  the  People  of  Machias  to  the  Council 

of, 575 

Petition  of  Inhabitants  of  Wellfleet  to  Coun- 
cil of,  61 1 

Congress  call  upon  Assembly  of,  708,  886,  1009 
Joseph  Greenleaf  to  the  Council  of,  -  -  715 
"  A  Watchman"  to  the  People  of,  -  716,830 
Assembly  of,  to  their  Delegates  in  Congress,  728 
General  Ward  to  the  Council  of,  -         -     917 

Proceedings  of  Assembly  of,  regulating  Courts 

of  Law, 918 

Proceedings  to  prohibit  exportation  of  Provi- 
sions,   946 

General  Schuyler  to  Assembly  of,  -  969,  1074 
Meshech  Weare  to  Assembly  of,  -  -  1032 
Stephen  Smith  to  Assembly  of,  -  -  -  1033 
Report  from  David  Reed  to  Assembly  of,  -  1033 
Complaints  of  tlie  inaction  of  Assembly  of,  -  1015 
E.  W.  Stanhope  (a  prisoner,)  to  the  Council  of,  1062 
"  Armatus"  to  the  People  of,  -  -  -  1062 
Council  of,  to  the  President  of  Congress,  -  1087 
Colonel  Campbell,  (a  prisoner,)  to  the,  -  1088 
Washington  to  Assembly  of,  -  -  -  1123 
Congress  order  the  Battalions  of,  to  be  comple- 
ted,     1670 

Massenbaugh,  Baron,  sent  as  Engineer  to  South-Ca- 

rohna, 1190 

Massie,  General,  his  treatment  of  Prisoners  at  Halifax,  1077 
Mather,  Sarmiel,  Chairman  of  Westfield  Committee,     998 
Matlack,  Colonel  T.,  Battalion  of,  vote  for  Indepen- 
dence,        - 785 

Matthews,  Mr.  Justice,  Thanks  of  South-Carolina 

given  to,      -----         -     515 

Matthews,  Joel,  to  JVew-York  Congress,         -         -     547 
Matthews,  Stephen,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 872 

Matthews,  Colonel,  (of  Virginia,)  Letter  of  Thanks  to,  1046 
Matthews,  David,  ^ayor  of  the  City  of  New- York,) 

aids  the  Conspirators  in  New- York,  -  1085 

New-York  Committee  authorize  Washington 
to  arrest,      ------  1158 

Is  examined  before  the  Committee,      -         -  1164 

Letter  from,  to  Gouverneur  Morris,      -         -  1215 

Mr.  Beekman  permitted  to  visit  him  in  Jail,  -  1440 

Matthews,  Fletcher,  no  evidence  found  against,         -  1 135 

Matthews,  James,  New-York  Committee  order  arrest 

of, 1162 

Gives  bond  for  appearance  when  called  on,  -  1176 
Signs  a  Declaration  to  defend  the  Colony,     -  1177 
Mattox,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 874 

Mawhey,  Sir  Joseph,  calls  the  war  "  a  hellish  policy,"     236 

Speech  of,  on  American  affairs,  -         -         -     317 

Maxwell,  Colonel,  ordered  with  his  Troops  to  Sorel,     592 

Report  of  his  arrival,         -        -  -     594 

Gallantry  of, 828 

Maxwell,  Captain,  capture  of,  with  his  Highlanders,     771 
Maxwell,  W^j7/z'rtm,  Order  for  imprisonment  of,  in  North- 
Carolina,     ------  1450 

Mazure,  Christian,  punished  for  desertion,      -         -     491 
Mead,  Matthew,  appointed  Major  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia, -         -         -         -         -         -         -     871 

Mad,  Abner,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,   872 

Mease,  James,  his  Letter  to  Robert  Morris,     -         -     561 

An  order  to,  as  Commissary,       -         -         .     949 

Mechanicks,  political  rights  of,       -         -         -         -       42 

"Mechanicks  in  Union,"  Address  of,  to  New-York 

Congress,    ------     614 

Answer  of  the  Congress  to,         -         .         .     615 
Second  Address  of,  -         -         -         -         -     895 

A  Committee  from,  wait  upon  the  Congress,  1362 
Mecum,  ^//ia?n,  appointed  Major  of  New-Jersey  Mi- 
litia, -        -         -    '     -         -        -        -  1626 

Medical  Department,  Dr.  Morgan's  Remarks  on  the,  1069 
Medicines,  want  of,  at  Ticonderoga,  -  -  -  586 
Dr.  Morgan's  application  for,  refused,  -  -  1431 
Medway,  Vote  of,  on  Independence,  -  -  -  5,33 
Meeks,  John,  appointed  Captain  of  "  Hearts  of  Oak,"  1430 
Meigs,  Jehiel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 


Meigs,  Major  R.  J.,  pay  of,  granted  to  his  wife,        -     881 
Mellish,  Mr.  Charles,  defends  the  policy  of  Ministers,       49 
Memorial,  of  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  Philadel- 
phia, to  Congress,         -         -         .         .      401 
H.  Ridgley's,  to  the  Maryland  Convention,     513 
Members  of  Rhode-Island  Assembly  to  Con- 
gress,   529 

City  of  Philadelphia  to  Congress,        -         -     560 
Richard  Hanson's,  to  Dinwiddie  Committee,     604 
Vestry  of  New-York  City  to  the  Congress 
thereof,        -  '      -         -         -         -         -     626 

Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety  to  Con- 
gress, -        -        -         -         -        -    660 

Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety  to  their 

Assembly,  -        -        -        .        .      662,664 
Philadelphia  Committee   to  the   Justices  of 

Courts, 689 

Colonel  J.  Nicholson's,  to  Washington,        -     821 
Mrs.  Catharine  Lamb's,  to  Washington,       -     839 
Garret  Roorback's,  to  Washington,     -         -     939 
Patriotick  Society's,  to  Pennsylvania  Confer- 
ence,  956 

Captain  Painter's,  to  the  Board  of  War,       -  1048 
The  Surgeons'  Mates',  to  General  Heath,     -  1084 
J.  Hylton's,  to  the  New-York  Congress,      -  1396 
Manufacturers  of  Salt,  to  the  New-York  Con- 
gress, - 1416 

Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to  their  Conven- 
tion,   1477 

Kentucky  Settlers',  to  Virginia  Convention,   1573 
Joseph  Trumbull's,  to  Congress,          -         -  1673 
Dr.  Sergeant's,  to  Congress,       -         -         -  1714 
Men,  a  scarcity  of,  the  defect  of  Government,  -         -     109 
Menonists,  Resolve  of  Maryland  Convention  in  rela- 
tion to, 1504 

Petition  to  Virginia  Convention  on  the  sub- 
ject of,        - 1579 

Menzies,  Major,  killed  in  the  affair  of  Nantasket,     -     982 
Mercenaries,  the  disgrace  of  employing,  -         -         -       23 
Mr.  Dunning's  Remarks  upon,  -         -         -       79 
Sir  J.  Lowther's  Remarks  upon,  -         -     107 

Congress  order  an  Address  to  the,  to  be  pre- 
pared,        ------  1675 

Mercer,  Mr.,  arrival  of,  at  Fort  George,  -         -         -     449 
Mercer,  Hugh,  Commission  of  Brigadier-General  sent 

to, 723 

His  Letter  of  acceptance,  -         -         -         -     903 
General  Livingston's  Letter  to,  -         -         -  12.33 
Washington's  Letter  to,     -         -         -         -  1263 
Is  stationed  at  Paulus-Hook,       -         -         .  1265 
His  election  as  Brigadier-General  in  Congress,  1697 
His  Commission  sent  by  express,         -         -  1699 
Merchant,  George,  brings  intelligence  from  England,     501 
iV/ercAan^s,  Rivalry  of  American,  with  British,          -       19 
Mr.  Wedderburn's  character  of,  -         -         -       43 
Mr.  Innes's  plan  for  the  relief  of,         -  '      -     151 
Mercy,  Lord  North's  offers  of,       -         -         -         -       45 
Meredith,  Colonel  Samuel,  receives  the  Arms  of  dis- 
affected,       722 

Is  appointed  Colonel  by  Virginia  Convention,  1518 
Meredith,  Peter,  sentenced  Cor  desertion,         -         -  1145 
iVfen<cAe«,  (New- York,)  Census  of  Inhabitants  of,    -  1236 
Meritvether,  John,  honorably  acquitted  of  disaffection,     722 
Meriweather,  Reuben,  Captain  of  Independent  Rifle 

Company,  ------  1502 

MerTcle,  J.  P.,  is  introduced  to  Congress,         -         -  1688 
Mem7/,5'«mMe;,  Town-Clerk  of  Maiden,         -         -     603 
Merrill,  Lieutenant,  acquitted  by  Court  of  Inquiry,  -     697 
Merrill,  Joseph,  Clerk  of  Hartford  Meeting,    -         -     944 
Merryman,  John,  Jan.,  appointed  Treasurer  of  Fines 

by  Baltimore,       -----  1459 

Mershon,  Henry,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New-Jer- 
sey Militia, 1623 


Message,  the  King's,  to  the  House  of  Commons, 


18, 


237,  356 

The  Minister's,  to  Irish  House  of  Commons,  256 
Schuyler's,  to  the  Six  Nations,  -         -         -  914 
Metcalfe,  Thomas,  an  Order  for  disarming,      -         -  881 
Methodists,  Action  of  Baltimore  Committee  in  rela- 
tion to, 1463 

Micheau,  Paul,  excuse  of,  for  non-attendance,  1340 
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Middlcion,  Viscount,  on  Mr.  Townshend's  Motion,  -     259 
Letter  from,  to  Sir  J.  C.  Colciiurst,      -         -     402 
Middleion,  Joseph,  Letter  to,  from  Mar}  land  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,         -         -         -         -         -  1034 
Middleion,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  North- 
Carolina  Militia, 1449 

Mijlin,  General,  Promotion  of,  solicited,  -  -  422 
Is  made  Brigadier-General,  -  .  .  472 
High  opinion  of,  by  tlie  Pliiladelphia  Privates,  691 
Promotion  announced  in  General  Orders,  -  761 
Letter  from,  to  Washington,  .  -  -  1214 
Washington's  Reply  to,  -  -  -  -  1215 
Is  ordered  to  King's  Bridge,  .  -  -  1270 
His  election  in  Congress  as  Brigadier,  -  -  1671 
Mijfiin,  Jonathan,  appointed  Brigade-Major  to  Ge- 
neral Mifflin, 1149 

Miles,  Silas,  recommended  as  Lieutenant  of  Grena- 
diers, -         ......     585 

iWffes,  Joshua,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia,   1140 

Milford,  Petition  from  the  Port  of,  to  Parliament,    -       75 
Milford-Haven,  Troops  from  Quebeck  driven  back 

to, 1.33 

Milford,  Ship,  Captain  Burr,  takes  Yankee-Hero,   -     747 
Milford  and  Stratford,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of,     798 
Military  Association,  Philadelphia,  Address  of  Pri- 
vates of,      -----         -     935 

Proceedings  of  Congress  in  relation  to,  -  1676 

Military  Stores,  (a  prize,)  placed  at  the  disposal  of 

Washington, 1685 

Militia,  Loyalty  of  the  English,  lauded,  -         -         4 

Mr.  Wilkes's  Remarks  on  the,  -  -  -  23 
Order  relating  to  the  English,  -  -  -  77 
Debate  on  the,  Bill,  ....       78 

The  origin  of  Standing  Armies,  -  -  -  86 
Liberty  endangered  by  the,  Bill,  -         -       87 

Washington  calls  on  New- York  Congress  for,  490 
Discharge  of,  by  order  of  Congress,  -  -  492 
Order  relating  to  the  New-Jei-sey,  -  -  500 
Call  for  Ammunition  for  use  of,  -  -  -  504 
Order  for  the  march  of,  in  New-Hampshire,  654 
Offer  of  service  from  the  Canada,  -  -  679 
Congress  make  a  call  on  the  Colonies  for,    -    707, 

813,  949 
Arrangement  of,  in  Virginia,  -  -  -  721 
A  compliment  to  the  New-Jersey,  -  -  725 
Backwardness  of  Maryland  to  furnish  her,  -  755 
The  state  of  her,  called  for  by  Maryland,  -  766 
Washington  calls  on  Connecticut  for,  -  -  792 
Appeal  of  President  Tucker  to  the  New-Jer- 
sey,   907 

Proceedings  of  Pennsylvania  Conference  re- 
lating to,     - 961 

Plan  for  arranging,  in  Maryland,         -         -   1090 
Command  of  the  South-Carolina,  vested  in 
General  Lee,        -         -         -         -         -1186 

Reports  to  New- York  Congress  on,    -         -  1371, 

1381,  1387 
Hancock's  Circular  relating  to,  -         -         -  1379 
New-York  authorizes  Washington  to  call  for,  1442 
New- Jersey  authorizes  Washington  to  call  for,   1627 
Virginia  calls  into  service  six  Ranging  Com- 
panies of,    -----         -  1557 

Ordinance  of  New-Jersey  to  detach,   -         -  1649 
Ordinance  of  New-Jei-sey  amended,    -         -  1658 
Quotas  of,  for  the  Army  at  New- York,         -  1695 
Millar,  Silas,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Grenadiers  of 

New- York, 1345 

Miller,  William,  Deputy  Chairman  of  Westchester 

Committee,          -         -         -         -         -     817 
Miller,  Ensign,  Order  (or  the  Tv'tdi  o(,  -         -         -1149 
Is  tried  and  acquitted,        -         -         -         -  1271 
Miller,  JVilliam,  Order  for  imprisonment  of,  in  North- 
Carolina,     -.-..-  1450 
Is  admitted  to  parole,        ....  1452 
Miller,  Christopher,  appointed  Captain  of  Frigate,  -  1699 
Mills,  Levin,  Couit-jVlartial  ordered  for,          -         -  1433 
Miner,  Clement,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 1225 

Minister,  the  English,  condemned  for  King's  Speech,  5,  10 
Responsible  for  the  King's  "wrong,"  -         -       83 


Minister,  the  ground  on  which  every,  should  stand,  -  187 

Is  threatened  with  impeachment,         -         -  242 

Ministers,  diabolical  disposition  of,         -         -         -  188 

Severity  of  Mr.  Townshend  against,     -         -  204 

Ministry,  Lord  Shelburne  condemns  the,         -         -  12 

Declared  unworthy  of  trust,         -         -         -  15 

None  exempt  from  blame,          -         -         -  24 

Severe  philippick  against,  -         -         -         -  34 

Their  conduct  defended,    -         ...  50 

The  policy  of  assisting,  maintained,     .         -  135 

Mr.  Burke's  character  of  the,     ...  175 

Minorca,  conduct  of  Parliament  under  the  loss  of,    -  42 

Minority,  List  of  the,  in  the  House  of  Lords,           -  14 

List  of  the,  in  the  House  of  Commons,         -  46 

Minthorn,  Mangle,  is  published  in  New-York  as  an 

enemy,       ......  726 

He  petitions  New- York  Congress  to  be  restored 

to  favour,     -..-..  1400 

Minute-Men,  organization  of,  in  Connecticut,           .  650 

Order  of,  abolished  in  New- York,        -         -  1373 


Minute-Regiment,  Return  of  the  Suffolk, 
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Mismanagement;  instances  of,  in  the  Canada  Army,     590 
Mitchell,  John,  Commissary  of  Provisions  in  Penn- 
sylvania,    ......     653 

Mitchell,  Thomas,  recommended  as  Captain  by  Cow- 
Neck  Committee,  -         -         .         .  1070 
Mitchell,  Thomas,  ordered  for  trial  by  Virginia  Con- 
vention,      ......  154(3 

Moat,  John,  Chairman  of  Hartford  (Conn.)  Commit- 
tee,     601 

Moffat,  Thomas,  Clerk  to  Orange  Committee,  -  1032 

Letter  from,  to  New-York  Congress,  -         -  1216 
Moffat,  Walter,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  "  Prussian 

Blues," 1430 

Moffatt,  George,  paid  for  loss  of  a  horse  by  Virginia,  1580 

Mohawk,  talk  of  a,  Chief,   -         -         -         -         -     502 

Deputation  of,  visit  Schuyler,     ...     564 

Unfriendly  demonstrations  of  the.  Warriors,  -     763 

Molincux,  Frederick,  appointed  Quartermaster  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Militia,     ....     851 

Resignation  of,         -         -         -         -         -     858 

Molloy,  an  emissary,  secured,         .         .         -         .     475 

iVio?i/nc«x,  »S/r  jPr«ms,  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,     -       18 

Summons  House  of  Commons  to  attend  the 
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Colonel  Fleming,  -----  1013 
Captain  A.  Hamilton,        -         -         -         -     577 

Ezekiel  Hawley, 1031 

The  Huntington  and  Southold  Committee,  1437 
The  Jamaica  Committee,  -  -  -  -  715 
Jonathan  Lawrence,  .  .  -  -  584 
Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  ....  684 
Colonel  H.  B.  Livingston,         ...     608 

Joel  Matthews, 547 

McDonald,  the  Miner,  ....  554 
The  Members  from  the  City  and  County  of,  996 
Thomas  Moffat,  -  -  -  -  -  1216 
Newburgh  and  New- Windsor  Committee,  -  1056 
The  New-Jersey  Congress,  -  -  .  1233 
The  President  of  Congress,  ...  1438 
General  Putnam,  -  -  -  -  564, 626 
Levi  Pawling,  -         -         -         .         .     545 

Queen's  County  Committee,  -  -  410,  1031 
Jesse  Raymond,  ....  -  1058 
Colonel  Joseph  Reed,  -  -  -  -1196 
The  Richmond  Committee,  ...  478 
Colonel  Ritzema,  ....  -  633 
Rosebanks  and  others,  -  -  -  -  545 
Captain  Sackett  and  others,  ...  840 
Petrus  Schoon  maker,  -         -         .         .     528 

General  Schuyler,     -         ...         -  1057 

William  Smith, 569 

Cornelius  Steenrod,  -         .         -         -     993 

Colonel  Thomas  Thomas,  -         .         .     585 

Colonel  Joseph  Trumbull,  .         -         -  1393 

General  Washington,         .         -         -         -    496, 
507, 533, 742, 839,  909, 1 1 1 0 

John  Watts, 714 

A  Memorial  to,  for  a  Company  of  Light- 
Horse,         585 

Address  of  "  Mechanicks  in  Union"  to,  -  614 
Memorial  of  Vestry  of  the  City  and  County  of, 

to,-  ---..-     627 

Petition  of  Tryon  Committee  to,        -         -  1131 
Adjournment  of,  to  White-Plains,        -         -  1443 
New-York  Convention,  silence  of,  on  Independence,     633 
A  call  made  upon,  by  Congress,  -         -     708 

Their  Correspondence,       .         -         -         -    793, 

812,1008,1009,1125 
Niagara,  seizure  of,  recommended  by  General  Lee,     403 
Nicholls,  Siinon,  Clerk  to  Frederick  (Md.)  Commit- 
tee,     933 


Nicholls,  Rohcrl  L.,  Paymaster  for  Eastern-Shore  of 

Maryland,  ------  1466 

Nichols,  Benjamin,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connec- 
ticut Militia, 872 

Nichols,  Samuel,  appointed  Major  of  Marines,         -  1720 
Nicholson,  Captain  James,  Correspondence  with  Ma- 
ryland Council  of  Safety,       -         -         -    516, 
605, 612, 618,  669, 682, 1259 
Congress  appoint  him  Captain  of  Frigate,     -  1699 
Nicholson,  Major,  Arnold  orders  confinement  of,      -     580 
Nicholson,  Colonel,  unequal  share  of  tents  served  to,     590 
Nicholson,  Joseph,  appointed  a  Member  of  the  Mary- 
land Council  of  Safety,          -         .         -  1256 
Nicoll,  Colonel  Isaac,  an  Officer  sent  to  relieve,       -     445 
Refuses  to  resign  the  command,           -         -    510 
Complaint  made  of  his  obstinacy,         -         -     673 
Signs  Returns  as  Commissary  of  Stores,       -     675 
Resigns  command  of  Fort  Constitution,        -     818 
Nicols,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia,   1482 

Nicolson,  Colonel  John,  Memorial  of,  to  Washington,     821 
Schuyler's  comments  on  appointment  of,      -     941 
Ninety-Six,  S.  C,  occurrences  in,  District,      -         -  1228 
Ninety-Two,  Schooner,  Lading  of,  suspended,  -     420 

Nixon,  John,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,       -         ...         -     505 
Nixon,  Colonel,  made  President  of  General  Court- 

Martial, 637 

Nixon,  Robert,  appointed  Ensign  of  North-Carolina 

Militia, 1444 

Paid  for  performing  Chaplain's  duties,  -  1447 

Nobility,  the,  not  qualified  to  be  Statesmen,    -         -       43 
Noes,  See  ("  Yeas  and  Noes.") 
Non-Associators,  Resolves  of  Pennsylvania  Assembly 

concerning,  -         .         -                 .         -     889 
Resolves  of  Philadelphia  Committee  concern- 
ing,     906 

Resolves  of  Berks  Committee  concerning,   -     906 
Resolves  of  the  Maryland  Convention  con- 
cerning,      ------  1501 

Order  of  New-Jersey  Congress  for  disarming,  1634 
Non-Contents,  (See  "  Contents") 

Norfolk,  Conflagration  of,  by  a  Naval  Commander,     294 
The  Duke  of  Manchester's  comments  on,    -     299 
Eari  Sandwich  "  explains  "  the  burning  of,  -     307 
Disaffection  in  the  Town  of,       -         -         -     686 
Proceedings  of  Committee  of,    -         -         -     984 
Order  for  an  Election  in  Borough  of,   -         -  1512 
Resolves  of  Virginia  Convention  relating  to,  1540 
Norfolk,  Ship,  captured  by  Captain  Manley,  -         -     532 
Norman,  John,  appointed  Captain  of  New- York  Mi- 
litia,   1350 

North,  Lord,  Conciliatory  Propositions  of,  examined,  25 
Ridiculed  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Fox,  -  44 
His  Reply  to  those  gentlemen,  -  -  -  45 
Is  accused  of  indolence,  -  -  -  -  51 
Defends  himself,  -----  52 
Moves  to  accept  the  Proposition  of  Nova- 
Scotia,  -..---  65 
And  offers  sundry  Resolutions  thereon,  -  66 
Is  accused  by  Mr.  Burke  of  writing  the  Ox- 
ford Address,  -  -  -  -  -  82 
He  replies  to  the  charge,  -  -  -  -  84 
Answers  Objections  to  the  Militia  Bill,  -  86 
Vindicates  Mr.  Acland,  ...  -  87 
Offers  his  Resolution  on  the  Hanover  Troops,  88 
His  defence  of  Ministers,  -  -  -  100,103 
Leave  granted  him  for  Bill  of  Indemnity,  -  104 
He  closes  the  Debate  on  the  Bill,  -  -  106 
His  character  of  Mr.  Burke's  Speech,  -     117 

His  Reply  to  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  -         -     146 

Mr.  Burke  examines  his  Propositions,  -  -  174 
Sir  G.  Savile  ridicules  him,  -  -  .  180 
He  replies  to  Mr.  Burke,  -  -  -  -  185 
Offers  his  Prohibitory  Bill,  -  -  -  186 
Which  is  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  -  191 
He  objects  to  the  division  of  his  Bill,  -  -  199 
Retorts  on  Mr.  Bayley,  -  -  -  -  203 
Refuses  to  postpone,  -         .         .         -     204 

Defends  his  Bill,  -  -  -  -  _  -  206 
He  refuses  to  take  evidence  as  to  Georgia,   -    209 
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North,  Lord,  replies  to  Mr.  Fox,  -        •;        "        " 

Opposes  Alderman  Oliver's  Motion,    - 
Objects  to  Mr.  Hartley's  Proposition,  - 
Justifies  the  Message  to  the  Irish  Parliament, 
Praises  the  Irish  Administration,  -         -         - 
Opposes  Mr.  Fox's  Motion  for  Inquiry, 
Presents  the  German  Treaties  to  the  House, 
Moves  a  reference  of  them,        .         -         - 
Replies  to  the  Opposition  and  answers  ob 

jections,      .         -         .         -         - 
Defends  himself  against  Mr.  Fox, 
Condemns  the  Eulogy  on  General  Montgom- 
ery,     ,     - 

Denies  that  he  raised  the  dispute  with  Ameri- 
ca,    ------         - 

Replies  to  Mr.  Hartley  on  the  Supplies, 
And  explains  the  Negro  excitement,    - 
He  opposes  Mr.  Hartley's  call  for  Estimates, 
Presents  a  Message  from  the  King,  with  an- 
other Treaty,        .         -         -         -         - 

Presents  the  Ulterior  Convention  with  Hesse- 
Cassel,        ------ 

Defends  the  London  Gazette,     .        -         - 
Opposes  General  Conway's  Motion,    - 
And  denies  that  Taxation  is  to  be  given  up. 
Curious  destiny  of  a  present  intended  for,     - 
North,  Benjamin,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New-York 
Militia,        -         -         -         -         - 

North-America,  Mr.  Innes's  plan  for  conquering,      - 
Cost  of,  to  Great  Britain,  -         -         -         - 

Exports  from,  -         _        -         -         - 

Northampton,  Mass.,  Committee  of,  to  President  of, 
Northampton,  Penn.,  Meeting  of  Associators  of. 

Proceedings  of  Committee  of,    - 
Northhridge,  Mass.,  Vote  of,  on  Independence, 
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-  704 

North-Carolina,  Maryland  to  Committee  of  Safety 

of,     -----         -      429,567 

Convention  declare  for  Independence,  -     606 

Committee  of  Safety  to  President  of  Con- 
gress, ------  1077 

Committee  of  Safety,  Proceedings  of,    1443-1458 
North  River,  Naval  attack  in  the,  "         "        ."  ^^^^ 

Northrup,  Gamaliel,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecti- 
cut Mihtia,  ------ 

Northumberland,  Penn.,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of, 
Norton,  Sir  Fletcher,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, ------ 

Norton,  Ichahod,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, - 

Norton,  Charles,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Norwich,  Mass.,  Vote  of,  on  Independence,    -         - 
Nourse,  Joseph,  Secretary  to  General  Lee, 
Nova-Scotia,  Petition  from,  to  Parliament, 

Petition  read  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
Agent  of,  ordered  to  attend  the  House, 
Comments  in  House  of  Lords  on  Resolutions 
relating  to,  -         .         -         -         - 

An  expedition  against,  recommended  to  Ge- 
neral Washington,         .         -         -         - 
Howe's  difficulty  to  raise  a  Regiment  in, 
Oakley,  Lieutenant  E.,  Orders  for  trial  of. 

Cashiered  by  Court-Martial,       .         .         - 
Oakley,  Jesse,  Secretary  to  Dutchess  (N.  Y.)  Com- 
mittee,       ------ 

Oaths,  "  the  last  resource  of  Liars,"      -         -        - 
Forms  of,  prescribed  by  Pennsylvania  Confer- 
ence, ------ 

Of  Office,  Ordinance  of  Virginia  prescribing, 
O'Brien,  Sergeant  Andrew,  acquitted  by  Court-Mar- 

tial,    

O'Brien,  John,  punished  by  Court-Martial,    - 
O'Brien,  Captain,  Prizes  captured  by, 
Odell,  Rev.  Jonathan,  New-Jersey  Convention  re- 
quire parole  of,     - 
His  petition  for  change  of  parole  rejected,     - 
OdJie,  Thomas,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 
Militia,        ------ 

OJicers,  List  of,  appointed  by  Chester  Committee,  -  1195 
Continental,  excluded  from  seats  in  the  New- 
York  Congress,     -----  1406 
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OJicers,  List  of,  appointed  by  the  Maryland  Council 

of  Safety,   -         -         -         -  1468-1470 

Ogden,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Mutiny  in  his  Regiment 

quelled, 423 

Ogden,  Lewis,  Chairman  of  Essex   (New-Jersey) 

Committee, 1263 

Ohio,  French  encroachments  on  the,      -         -         -  38 

Ohl,  Michael,  Recantation  of,      -         -         -         -  836 
Okeson,  Thomas,  committed  to  Jail  by  New-Jersey 

Congress, 1629 

Petition  from,  read,  -         -         -         -         -  1631 
Ordered  und("r  guard  to  Trenton,         -         -  1643 
Removed  to  liie  Jail  of  Hunterdon,     -         -  1647 
Olcott,  Peter,  appointed  Colonel  of  New- York  Mi- 
litia,    1414 

Oldner,  Geor^^e,  removed  into  the  interior  by  Virginia 

Convention,          -----  1552 

Olive,  Sloop,  Report  to  Virginia  Convention  on  pro- 
perty of,     -----         -  1591 

Sale  and  distribution  of,     -         -         -         -  1592 

0/(«e-&rancA,  Mr.  Innes's  ideas  of  the,  -         -         -  150 
Oliver,  Mr.  Alderman,  reports  on  the  Petitions,       -  76 
Moves  for  an  Address  to  the  King,      -         -  239 
Seconds  Mr.  Sawbridge's  Motion,        -         -  375 
Olmsiead,  Ebcnezer,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 872 

Onderdonk,  Adrian,  Chairman  of  Cow-Neck  Com- 
mittee,        ------  1070 

Oneida,  Talk  of  sundry,  Chiefs,  -         -         -         -  502 

Schuyler's  Conference  with,  Sachems,          -  640 

League  with  Tuscaroras,  Warriors,     -         -  763 

Onerthoghkwage,  Letter  from  Indian  Chiefs  at,        -  710 

Ortion^/uer,  Inhabitants  remove  from,  in  alarm,      -  1076 

And  apply  to  Sullivan  for  protection,  -         -  1218 

Onondaga,  Talk  of  sundry.  Chiefs,       -         -         -  502 

Onslow,  Mr.,  opposes  Mr.  Burke's  Bill,          -         -  181 

Opposition,  the  necessity  of,  to  publick  virtue,         -  25 

Mr.  Attorney-General  Thurlow's  description 

of  the, 190 

Orange,  the  Prince  of,  elected  by  a  Congress,          -  141 

Orange,  N.  Y.,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of,         -  1032 

Deputies  from,  to  the  Provincial  Congress,     -  131 1 

Orator,  a  true,  essentially  a  good  man,           -         -  43 

Oratory,  effect  of  Mr.  Wedderburn's,     -         .         -  185 

Order,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  is  called  to,     -         -  217 

Naval,  to  Captain  Cregier,          -         -         -  410 

To  John  Paul  Jones,         -         -         -         -  418 

To  Captain  Biddle, 430 

To  Lieutenant  Hinman,    -         -         -         -  431 

Militia,  to  General  Folsom,         -         .         .  554 

Washington's,  to  Colonel  Clinton,       -         -  893 

In  Council,  British, 1003 

Ordinance,  Virginia,  to  increase  Ninth  Regiment,  -  1555 
For  paying  her  Delegates  to  Congress,  -  1589 
Supplement  for  raising  six  Troops  of  Horse,  1590 
Respecting  Tobacco  payments,  -  -  .  1595 
Further  providing  for  defence,  -  -  1596,  1613 
To  establish  Commissioners  of  Naval  Affairs,  1598 
For  erecting  Salt-works,  -  -  -  -  1603 
For  continuing  Magistrates  in  office,  -  -  1608 
To  arrange  Senatorial  Districts,  -  -  -  1 609 
To  punish  the  disaffected,  -  .  -  -  1610 
Prescribing  Oaths  of  Office,  -  -  .  1611 
Making  it  felony  to  counterfeit  Paper-money,  1616 
New-Jersey  Congress,  for  raising  Militia,  -  1619 
Regulating  the  Election,  -  -  -  -  1645 
For  punishing  Traitors,  -  -  -  -  1648 
Detaching  Militia  for  Continental  service,  -  1649 
Amending  the  Militia  Ordinance,  -  -  1658 
To  keep  open  the  communication  with  New- 
York,          1660 

Detaching  half  of  the  Militia  to  the  Flying- 
Camp,        ------  1662 

For  paying  incidental  charges,    -         -         -  1666 

Ordnance,  darkness  in  the  Board  of,      -         -         -  145 

Great  cost  of,  for  American  service,     -         -  237 

Report  of,  at  Forts  in  the  Highlands,  -         -  677 
Stores,  invoice  of,  sent  to  New-York  from 

Boston,       ------  728 

Osborne,  S.  G.,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, 1140 
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Omo?7,  Lor^,  supports  Mr.  Burke's  Bill,         -         -     181 
Seconds  Mr.  Fox's  Motion  for  Inquiry,        -     265 
Ostrandcr,  David,  appointed  a  Lieutenant  of  New- 
York  Militia, 1.357 

Oswald,  Mr.,  one  of  the  English  Board  of  Trade,    -  131 
Otis,  James,  President  of  Massachusetts  Council,     -  419 
Otter,  man-of-war,  cruises  in  the  Chesapeake,          -     682 
Otto,  Bodo,  appointed  Surgeon  of  New-Jersey  Mili- 
tia,       1653 

Ouiten,  Thomas,  elected  Lieutenant  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia, - 631 

Is  commissioned  as  such,  -         -         -         -  1473 
OwerMfe,  disposition  of  the,  Indians,      -         .         -  431 
Oomcr,  George,  convicted  of  imposition,        -         -  562 
Overseers,  exemption  of,  from  military  duty  in  Vir- 
ginia,             1531 

Report  to  the  Convention  on  the  subject  of,  -  1571 

Overton,  Isaac,  Major  of  Minute  Regiment,    -         -  628 

Owen,  Ralph,  (of  Virginia,)  proclaimed  disaffected,  -  984 

Oxford,  Mr.  Burke  criticises  the  Address  from,        -  82 

Lord  North  defends,          -       ,  -         -         -  84 

Oxford,  Lord,  his  Letter  to  Queen  Anne,      -         -  133 

Oyster-Bay,  examination  of  Prisoners  taken  at,       -  614 
Paca,  William,  (of  Maryland,)  compliment  to,  by 

John  Adams,       -         -         -        -         -1194 
Paddock,  Jonathan,  nominated  Major  of  New- York 

Militia, 1318 

Page,  John,  Chairman  of  New-Fairfield  Committee,  798 
Painter,  Captain  E.,  Memorial  of,  to  the  Board  of 

War,          - 1048 

Palace,  Virginia  Convention  order  the,  to  be  turned 

into  an  Hospital,  -----  1573 
They  rescind  the  Order,  and  offer  it  to  Patrick 

Henry, 1605 

Palfrey,  William,  Letters  to,  from  President  of  Con- 
gress,         -        -         433,  508,  583,  692,  887 
Letter  to,  from  Washington,       -         -         -  926 
Palliser,  Sir  Hugh,  replies  to  Mr.  Luttrell  on  Navy,  313 
Palmer,  (Massachusetts.)  Vote  of,  on  Independence,  701 
Palmer,  Jonah,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,    873 

Palmer,  Elias  S.,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 873 

Palmer,  Jonathan,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 873 

Palmer,  Nathan,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 1225 

Palmer,  Moses,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,    1225 

Palmer,  Joseph,  appointed  Ensign  of  North-Carolina 

Militia, 1444 

Palmetto,  Fort  Sullivan  formed  of,         -         -         -  1208 

Palner,  Henry,  charters  sloop  Liberty,  -         -         -  676 
Pancoast,  Joseph,  appointed  Captain  of  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1636 

Panton,  Committee  of,  to  General  Gates,        -         -  1274 
Paper  Currency,  Resolve  of  New-Jersey  concerning,  468 
Individual  issue  of,  discouraged,  -         .         -  996 
Report  to  Virginia  Convention  on  deprecia- 
tion of, 1606 

Counterfeiting  made  felony  in  Virginia,        -  1616 
Paper-makers,  Petition  for  exemption  from  military 

service,       ------  615 

Paper-Mill,  erection  of,  in  Maryland,    -         -         -  1457 

Papists,  Lord  Townshend  recommends  inlisting,      -  3 

Parade,  Orders  relating  to  the  Grand,  -         -         -  526 

Pardon,  Proposition  to  delegate  the  power  of,          -  4 

A  good  deal  talked  of,  but  never  applied  for,  173 

The  King's  Speech  in  reference  to,  read,     -  186 

Danger  of  delegating  prerogative  of,    -         -  213 

Lord  Mansfield  asserts  the  right  to  delegate 

the  power  of,        -         -         -         -         -  233 

Asked  of  Publick  by  N.  Hermany,  of  Penn- 
sylvania,     ------  422 

Asked  of  Washington  by  Lieutenant  Grover,  424 
Offered  to  "repentent  Rebels"  by  Lord  Howe,  1002 
Proclamation  of,  sent  by  flag  to  Sullivan's  Is- 
land,   1186 

Paris,  important  Letter  from,  to  Dr.  Franklin,         -  771 
Parke,  Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  to  act  as 

Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Artificers,      -        -  1149 


Par/cer,  SVPc^er,  expedition  of,  ridiculed,  -  -  369 
Contradictory  orders  to,  denied,  -  -  -  372 
Commands  attack  on  Sullivan's  Island,  -  1205 
His  account  of  the  attack,  -         .         -  120B 

Parker,  Stephen,  Letter  and  Petitbn  of,         -  441-2 

People  of  Machias  take  up  the  case  of,         -     575 
Parker,  Jonathan,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Parker,  S.  F.,  appointed  Major  of  New-Jersey  Mi- 
litia,   1642 

Parks,  Captain,  Dr.  Betts  punished  for  inoculating,     635 
Parks,  EUsha,  Chairman  of  Springfield  (Massachu- 
setts) Committee,  -         .         .         .  1254 
Parliament,  Proceedings  of,          -         .         .  1-388 
Forbearance  of,  extolled,  -         -         -         -       18 

The  dignity  of,  misunderstood,   -         -         -       30 
Mr.  Burke's  character  of  the,     -         -         -     106 
Not  the  Representative,  but  the  Sovereign  of 
America,     ------     175 

Limits  to  the  rights  of,       -         -         -         -     183 

Supremacy  of,  contended  for,  -  -  -  194 
Historical  sketch  of  the  powers  of,  -  -  244 
Proceedings  of  the  Irish,  commented  on,  -  256 
Mr.  T.  TownshenJ's  Motion  on  the  Message 

to  the  Irish, 258 

The  rightful  source  of  terms  of  peace  with 

America,  ---...  379 
Degradation  of,  by  Administration,  -  -  383 
Prorogation  of,  by  the  King,  -  .  .  388 
An  Englishman's  opinion  of,  -  -  -  509 
Parole,  Governour  Skene  refuses  to  sign  a,  -  -  601 
Breach  of,  by  Captain  McKay,  (a  prisoner,)  -  601 
Copy  of,  offered  to  Governour  Skene,  -     602 

Philip  Dalton  offered  a,  -  -  -  -  611 
Lieutenant  George  Ball  gives  his,  -  -  663 
Form  of,  offered  to  Lieutenant  McLean,  -  683 
Governour  Eden  volunteers  to  give  his,  -  736 
Parran,  William,  elected  Quartermaster  of  Maryland 

Militia,        - 1493 

Parry,  Captain  Francis,   proposes  exchange  of  a 

prisoner,      ------  1446 

Parsons,  Hezekiah,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 873 

Parsons,  Nathan,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 874 

Parsons,  Colonel,  acts  as  President  of  General  Court- 

Martial, 891 

Proceedings  of  his  Cou.t-Martial,  -  -  1084 
Parsons,  James,  appears  before  New-York  Congress,  1308 
Passaick,  Ordinance  respecting  the  Ferry  at,  -  1660 
Passports,  Resolve  of  Maryland  Convention  regard- 
ing, -.-.-.-  -  -  -  I486 
Pasteur,  Dr.  William,  resignation  of,  -  -  -  1445 
Pasture,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  North-Caro- 
lina Militia, 1455 

Patchin,  Andrew,  evidence  against,       -         -         -     569 
Is  suspected  of  joining  the  enemy,       -         -     570 
Paierson,  Robert,  appointed  Surgeon's  Mate  of  New- 
Jersey  Militia,      -----  1641 

Paterson,  William,  Secretary  to  New-Jersey  Con- 
gress, ------  1233 

Election  of,     -        -        -        -        -        -  1616 

Patrick,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, -  1140 

Patriotick  Society,  Memorial  of,  to  the  Pennsylvania 

Conference,          -----     956 
Patrol,  establishment  of,  by  Philadelphia  Associators,  1299 
Patronage,  ruinous  consequences  of,       -         -         -     145 
Lord  Shelbum's  views  of,           -         -         -     168 
Patten,  Stephen,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 874 

Patterson,  Colonel,  Regiment  of,  at  Montreal,         -     584 
Arnold  advises  inoculation  of,     -         -         -     593 
Patterson,  Miss,  Lieutenant  Oakley  cashiered  for  as- 
saulting,     -         -         -         -         -         -1144 

Paiteson,  Charles,  a  Delegate  in  Virginia  Convention,     458 
Paulus  Hook,  Orders  for  fortification  of,  -         -     434 

Pawling,  Levi,  Letter  from,  to  New-York  Congress,     545 
Paivling,  Albert,  appointed  Captain  by  Congress,   -  1722 
Pay,  the  soldiers  in  Canada  grumble  for,       _  -         -     590 
Inequality  of,  to  the  Troops,  complained  of,      793 
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Pay,  Congress  resolve  to  equalize  the,    -        -        -     812 

General  Ward's  Troops  in  want  of  their,      -     932 

Orders  for,  on  Maryland  Treasury,      -  1479-1481 

Of  Members  of  Maryland  Council  of  Safety,  1484 

Pay-Table,  (Connecticut,)  sundry  Orders  on,  651-2, 

726,877,970,1222-1227 
Payne,  Benjamin,  Clerk  to  Hartford  (Connecticut) 

Committee,  -----     602 

Payne,  Edward,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia,  -        -         -        .-        -     873 
Peahody,  Richard,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia,        -        -        ;         -        -        -     874 
Peahody,  Stephen,  appointed  Major  of  New-Hamp- 
shire Militia, 1076 

Peace,  easily  and  honourably  acquired,  -  -  -  80 
Governour  Pownall  expresses  a  wish  for,  -  156 
Within  the  command  of  Ministers,  -  -  161 
Pearson,  Samuel,  honourably  acquitted  of  disaffection,  722 
Pec^', -4rf/WaM<,  appointed  Brigade-Major,  -  -  1147 
Peck,  Ebenezer,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Marines, 

Connecticut,     -         -         -                 -         -     970 
Peclc,  Nathaniel,  vessel  of,  detained,  with  pork,        -  1075 
Peclc,  Samuel,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,   -    Q'^^ 

Peclc,  Titus,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut  Militia,  874 
Peckham,  John,  committed  to  Philadelphia  Jail,  -  653 
Peer,  Earl  Sandwich  the  oldest,  in  House  of  Lords,  -  136 
The  rights  of  a,  asserted  by  Lord  Camden,  -  165 
Peirce,  Isaac,  appointed  Aid-de-Camp  to  Gates,  -  761 
Pelham,  Lord,  appointed  to  the  Wardrobe,  -  -  158 
Pelham,  Peter,  Keeper  of  publick  Jail  of  Virginia,  -  1606 
Pendleton,  John,  Clerk  to   Virginia  Committee  of 

Safety,        -         -         "    .    .".        "       .  -     T21 
Pendleton,  Edmund,  President  of  Virginia  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,       -----     405 
Letter  to,  from  General  Lee,      -         -    721,1129 
Letter  from,  to  Maryland  Convention,  -     576 

President  of  Virginia  Convention,  -  -  630 
Letter  from,  to  Virginia  Delegates  in  Congress,  932 
Letter  from,  read  in  New-Jersey  Congress,  -  1364 
Letter  of  Thanks  to,  from  New-Jersey  Con- 
gress, ...---  1367 
Address  of,  to  Virginia  Convention,  -  -  1511 
Pendleton,  Edmund,  Jun., appointed  Committee  Clerk 

to  Virginia  Convention,  -         -         -   1512 

Penet,  M.,  Dubourg's  character  of,        -         -         -     779 
Penjield,  Peter,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Penn,  John,  Letter  from,  to  Samuel  Johnston,         -  1116 
Penn  and  Lee,  Messrs.,  bearers  of  Petition  from  Con- 
gress, -        -        -        -        -        -118 

Petition  presented  by,  read  in  House  of  Com- 
mons, ------    248 

Penn,  Richard,  Debate  on  calling,  before  House  of 

Lords,         -         -        -        -        -        -     118 

Character  of,  by  Duke  of  Richmond,  -         -     1 19 
Improperly  called  Proprietor  and  Quaker,     -     122 
Day  fixed  for  examination  of,  as  "John,"     -     124 
The  name  corrected  in  the  Order  for  attend- 
ance, ------     124 

His  examination  at  the  Bar,        -         -         .     124 
Silence  of  Ministers  to,  explained,       -         -     130 
His  Evidence  called  partial,       -         .         -     134 
Duke  of  Richmond's  Comments  on  examina- 
tion of,         -        -         -         -  -     163 

Penn,  William,  elected  Lieutenant  of  Virginia  Horse,  1566 
Pennsylvania,  Forces  of,  detailed  by  Mr.  Penn,  -  125 
Manufactures,  Ports,  and  Rivers  of,  -  -  126 
Character  of  the  men  enrolled  in,  -  -  127 
Questions  as  to  the  Charter  of,  -  -  -  128 
Cost  of,  compared  with  that  of  Nova-Scotia,  223 
Mr.  Wilkes  enumerates  the  resources  of,  -  241 
Pennsylvania  Assembly,  Address  to,  of  Philadelphia 

Committee, 498 

Conduct  of,  condemned  by  Philadelphia  Com- 
mittee,       ------     560 

Memorial  to,  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  662, 664 
Congress  call  on,  for  Militia,  -  -  708,861 
Remove  Restrictions  from  their  Delegates,  -  755 
Proceedings  of,  -  .  -  -  845,888 
Examination  of  the  course  of,     -        -         -     987 
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Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety,  a  Report  to,  -  538 
Pixxjeedings  of,  -  -  651-670,1277-1300 
Petition  Congress  for  further  defences,  -     660 

Ask  Washington  for  an  Engineer,  -  -  906 
Washington's  Reply  to,  -  -  -  -  938 
Letter  from,  to  President  of  Congress,  -     934 

The  President's  Reply  to,  .         .         _   1133 

Remonstrance  addressed  to,  -  -  -  866 
Some  Members  of,  suspected  to  be  Tories,  -  988 
Address  of,  to  the  Inhabitants,  -  .  -  1213 
Empowered  by  Congress  to  negotiate  ex- 
change of  Prisoners,  -  .  -  -  1696 
Pennsylvania,  Independence  of,  voted  by  McKean's 

Battalion, 784 

"  A  Watchman"  to  the  Common  People  of,    787, 

835, 1047 
Disputed  Boundary  of,  with  Virginia,  -  -  932 
A  Conference  held  of  the  Committees  of,  951-967 
Address  of  the  Conference  to  the  People  of,  962 
"  Republicus"  to  the  People  of,  -         -1131 

Proceedings  of  the  Associators  of,         -         -  1261 
Virginia  establishes  a  temporary  Boundary 
with,-         -         -         -    '     -         -         -  1576 
Penton,  Abner,  appointed  Captain  of  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1664 

-  139 

-  629 
Anonymous  Address  to  the,        .         -         .     997 

Perry,  Mr.  Edmund  S.,  Lord  Clare's  account  of,     -     258 
Speaker  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons,      -     263 
Perry,  Tftornai,  sentenced  for  desertion,  -         -  1144 

PerthAmboy,  Ladies  of,  petition  to  keep  Dr.  Law- 
rence,        ------  ]647 

Measures  to  remove  the  suspected  from,        -  1654 
Peterborough,  Bishop  of,  opposes  the  Address,         -         8 
Supports  Duke  of  Grafton's  Motion,    -         -     335 
Peters,  Richard,  Correspondence  of,  with  President 

of  Congress,         -        -         .        -      886, 888 

Is  elected  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  War,    -  1705 

Petition,  the  City  of  London's,  to  Parliament,         -         3 

The  City  of  London's,  is  read  in  the  House 

of  Commons,        -----       69 

Of  Congress,  "  a  refined  piexie  of  political  sub- 
tlety,"        - 9 

Of  Congress,  not  alluded  to  in  King's  Speech,  12 
Of  Nova-Scotia  to  Parliament,  -  -  -  61 
Of  Nova-Scotia  referred  to  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole, 64 

From  Merchants  and  Traders  of  Poole,  &;c.,       70 
From  Inhabitants  of  Wilts,         -         -        71,170 
From  Merchants  and  Traders  of  Chester,     -       72 
From  Cities  of  London  and  Liverpool,  -       73 

From  Merchants  of  Lancaster,  fcc,     -         -       74 
From  the  City  of  Bristol  and  Port  of  Milford,       75 
From  the  Traders  of  Glasgow  and  Clyde,     -       75 
Of  Sugar-Planters,  read  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, ------    204 

Dissatisfaction  of  the  Colonies  at  reception  of,     126 
From  New-York,  fabricated  in  England,      -     158 
Of  the  Protestants  of  Cork  to  the  King,        -     402 
Stephen  Parker's,  to  Massachusetts  Council,     442 
Of  Inhabitants  of  Wellfleet,  to  the  same,      -     611 
Paper-makers',  to  New- York  Congress,        -     615 
Dr.  Adams's,  for  a  military  command,  -     714 

Of  the  Inhabitants,  to  Committee  of  Albany,     715 
Of  a  number  of  Inhabitants  of  New-Jersey, 
against  Independence,  -         -         -         -     788 

Turbutt  Betton's,  to  Maryland  Convention,  -     832 
Of  Commanders  of  Galleys  to  Pennsylvania 
Conference,  -----     954 

William  Goddard's,  to  Congress,  -         -  1012 

Captain  Painter's,  to  the  Board  of  War,  -  1050 
Of  Nathan  Guyer  and  others  to  New- York 

Congress, 1125 

Of  Tryon  Committee  to   New- York  Con- 
gress,   1136 

Of  Israel  and  Isaac  Youngs  to  New- York 
Congress,    ------  1335 

Thomas  Wooley's,  to  New- York  Congress,  -  1394 
Of  Inhabitants  of  Transylvania  to  Virginia 
Convention,         .....  1528 
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Petition,  of  Inhabitants  of  New-Hampshire  Grants  to 

Congress, 1690 

William  Helton's,  to  Congress,  ...  1723 
Pettihone,  Ozias,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 871 

Pettick's  Island,  landing  of  the  Enemy  upon,  -         -     496 
Pettit,  Thomas,  elected  Doorkeeper  to  the  New-York 

Congress, 1310 

Peyton,  Henry,  elected  Cornet  of  Virginia  Horse,    -  1568 
Peyton,  Ephraim,  allowed  for  a  horse  lost,      -         -  1 580 
Phelps,  Reuben,  appointed  Ensign  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 873 

Phenix,  Petition  of  the  Prisoners  belonging  to  the,    -  1355 

Philadelphia,  opinions  of  thinking  men  in,      -         -     126 

The  proper  place  to  send  an  Army  to,         -     148 

The  Press  free  at, 242 

Contemplated  attack  upon,  ...  509 
Meeting  of  the  People  of,  at  the  State-House,  517 
Protest  of  the  People  of,  to  the  Assembly,  -  519 
Memorial  of  the  People  of,  to  Congress,  -  560 
Complaints  of  Prisoners  in  the  Jail  of,  -  614 
Rumour  of  the  British  Fleet  approaching,  -  632 
The  Battalions  of,  vote  on  Resolves  of  Con- 
gress,   780 

An  Address  "To  the  People,"  dated  at,      -     987 
Congress  consider  the  Military  Associations 
of,      -        -        -        -         -        -        -  1670 

Philadelphia  Committee  of  Inspection,  ^c,  the  Pro- 
ceedings of,          -        476,  499,  500,  669,  905 
Their  Address  to  the  Assembly,  -      498,  848,  852 
Their  Address  to  the  Committees  of  the  Pro- 
vince,   520,  542 

Their  Address  to  the  Publick,    -         -         -     521 
They  request  the  King's  Justices  to  cease  act- 
ing,   - 689 

Communication  from  York  Committee  to,     -     607 
Communication  from  Bucks  County  Commit- 
tee to,         787 

Mark  Bird's  Letter  to,       -         -         -         -     670 

The  President  of  Congress  addresses  the,     -  1230 
Philanihropos,  to  the  People  of  Virginia,        -         -     686 
Philip,  conduct  of,  to  the  United  Provinces,  -         -       80 
Philips,  Frederick,  Reply  of,  to  the  Summons  of  the 

New-York  Committee,  -         -         .  1215 

Phillips,  Joseph,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 

New-Jersey  Militia,       -         -         .         -  1657 
Philpot,  Barton,  appointed  Ensign  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia, -------  1482 

Physicians,  not  good  Statesmen,  -         -         -         -       43 

Form  of  Warrant  for,  in  Connecticut,  -         -     876 
Exempted  by  New-York  Congress  from  Mi- 
litia duty, 1408 

Pickering,  Timothy,  Jan.,  appointed  an  Admiralty 

Judge, 494 

Piercy,  Jonathan,  appointed  a  Lieutenant  by  Con- 
gress,         ..--.-  1722 
Pike,  Benjamin,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  North-Ca- 
rolina Militia, 1444 

Pinchon,  John,  Clerk  to  Springfield  (Massachusetts) 

Committee, 1254 

Piper,  Zodiac,  sentenced  for  riot,  -         -         -         -     427 
Pitt,  Lord,  critical  escape  of,        -        -        -        -      39 

Pitt,  Mr.,  Patriotism  of, Ill 

Pittsfield,  (Massachusetts,)  Vote  of,  on  Independence,     649 

Plan,  submitted  to  General  Putnam's  consideration,  -     563 

Lord  Stirling's,  to  fortify  the  Highlands,       -     792 

Plans,  the  Minister  called  upon  for  his,  -         -         -     154 

Mr.  Burke  examines  them,         ...     172 

Governour  Pownall  denies  the  authenticity  of 

either, -     182 

Plantations,  Scotch  proprietors  of  West-India,  peti- 
tion Parliament,   -----       75 
Planters,  Petition  of  the  Sugar,  to  Parliament,         -       74 
Counsel  for  the  Petitioners  admitted,  -         -     204 

Piatt, ,  recommended  by  George  Clinton,    -  1065 

Piatt,  Cornelius,  examined  by  the  New- York  Com- 
mittee,        ..----  1161 
Piatt,  Nathaniel,  appointed  Captain  of  New-York 

Minute-Men, 1390 

Piatt,  Richard,  appointed  Captain  by  Congress,      -  1722 
Platts,  Daniel,  promotion  of,  by  Connecticut,  -  1225 


P/o<,  Washington's  account  of  the  New- York,         -  1117 
Secret  examinations  in  New- York  Congress 

on  the,        - 1320 

Plymats,  William,  appointed  Master  of  galley  Whi- 
ting,   970 

Pohst,  Major  Michael,  injustice  done  to,  retracted,  -     836 
Pocock,  Admiral,  sent  to  India,    -         -         -         -       38 
Poe,  George,  appointed  Captain  of  Maryland  Militia,  1470 
Poi7ii  Deschambaidt,  (See  Deschambault.) 
Polignac,  Colonel  Barre  compares  the  Solicitor-Ge- 
neral to  the  Abbe,         ....     270 
Politician,  a  disappointed,  a  dangerous  character,     -       44 
Politicks,  not  a  study  for  Ecclesiasticks  or  the  Military,       82 
Pomeroy,  Nathaniel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Con- 
necticut Militia, 871 

Pond,  John,  Deposition  of,  -         -         -         -         -     405 
Pond,  Captain  Charles,  reports  valuable  capture,  974,  991 
Poole,  Petition  from  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of,       70 
Pooplopen-kill,  depth  of  the  river  at,     -         -         -     537 
Return  of  persons  employed  at,  -         -         -     676 
Poor,  increase  of.  Rates,  by  American  War,  -        71,  171 
Overseers  of,  in  Chester  called  on  to  meet,  -     625 
Memorial  for  relief  of  the,  in  New-York,       -     627 
Provision  made  for,  by  New- York  Congress,  1391 
Collections  ordered  for,  by  Virginia  Conven- 
tion,   152^3 

Poor,  Colonel,  Regiment  of,  at  Ticonderoga,  -         -     584 
Pope,  leave  of  the,  asked  by  a  British  Pariiament,   -     141 
Popery,  established  by  the  Quebeck  Bill,       -  14,  39 

Population,  failure  of,  attributable  to  Government,  -     1 10 
The  progress  of,  in  America,      ...     241 
Porcupine,  Mr.  Burke  compares  England  to  a,        -       44 
Pork,  scarcity  of,  in  Canada,        -         -         .         .     428 
A  small  supply  of,  procured,      -         -         _     452 
Barrels  of,  tapped  by  the  wagoners,     -         -     502 
Quantity  of,  distributed  from  Fort  George,  -     538 
Transportation  of,  from  New- York  to  Albany,     563 
Urgent  calls  for,  from  Canada,   -       578,  587,  692 
Exportation  of,  suspended  by  New- York  Con- 
gress, -        -        -        -        -    815,  1393 

The  waste  of,  noticed  by  Washington,  -     769 

Resolve  of  Connecticut  Assembly  in  relation 
to,     -        -        -        -        -        -        -     878 

Purchased  in  Philadelphia  for  Canada  Army,     934 
Manifests  of  several  cargoes  of,  -         -         -  1396 
Port-Mahon,  Electoral  Troops  to  garrison,      -         -         4 
Port  Bill,  Lord  Mansfield  regrets  the  passage  of,     -     167 
Lord  Shelburne's  views  of  the,  -         -         -     168 
Duke  of  Richmond  contradicts  Lord  Mans- 
field on, 169 

Port-Tobacco,  (Maryland,)  Arms  in  preparation  for,     613 
Inoculation  of  the  Militia  at,       -         -         .  1211 
Port-Royal,  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of,  to  Virgi- 
nia Convention,    -----  1545 

Porter,  Colonel,  unequal  distribution  of  Tents  to,     -     590 
Porter,  Phinehas,  appointed  Major  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia, -------     871 

Porter,  Andrew,  appointed  Captain  of  Marines,  -  1720 
P or teus,  Robert,  recommended  for  appointment,  -  1139 
Portsmouth,  the  King's  visit  to  the  fleet  at,  -  -  101 
Portsmouth,  (Virginia,)  the  enemy  abandon,  -  -  540 
Portsmouth,  (New-Hampshire,)  Launch  of  a  Frigate 

at, -        -    698 

Portugal,  the  King  of,  excludes  American  ships,     -  1255 
Post,  Abraham,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia, -        -        -        -        -        -        -    872 

Post-Office,  rumoured  violation  of  the,  in  Virginia,  -     834 
Circular  from  the  General,  in  Virginia,         -  1114 
Post,  establishment  of  a  new,  from  Connecticut  to  ' 
Albany,      ...        -        -        -    880 
Posts,  strength  of  many,  in  Pennsylvania  and  New- 
York,         726 

Potomack,  Beacons  ordered  to  be  erected  on  the,  -  1465 
Potten,  Mr.,  recommended  by  Dubourg  as  Engineer,  775 
Potter,  Dr.  Zebdiel,  appointed  Surgeon,  -         -     464 

Po<<er,  James,  Clerk  of  Connecticut  Committee,  -  798 
Potter,  Reuben,  appointed  Major  of  New-Jersey  Mi- 

htia,  -        - 1657 

Potts,  Dr.  Jonathan,  Washington  proposes  to  employ,     767 

Congress  resolve  to  send,  to  Canada,  -         -  1699 

Poundage,  duty  of  eight  per  centum  ad  valorem,      -      65 
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Powder,  account  of,  supplied  by  Massachusetts,       -    419 
Removal  of,  in  Maryland,  .         -         -     421 

Captured  by  the  enemy  on  Long-Island,      -     536 
Exchange  of,  proposed,     -         -         -         -     567 

Part  of  a  prize-cargo  at  Boston,  -         -     607 

An  arrival  of,  from  St.  Eustatia,  -         -     612 

Connecticut  pays  the  manufacturer  for,         -     651 
Pennsylvania  applies  to  Congress  for,  -         -     662 
Albany  Committee  apply  for,     -         -      702,715 
General  Lee  acknowledges  receipt  of,  -         -     720 
General  Ward  forwards  a  supply  of,    -         -     771 
Large  shipment  of,  for  Maryland,        -         -     905 
Disposition  of,  belonging  to  New- York,        -  1441 
Congress  furnish  two  tons  of,  to  New-Jersey,  1634 
Secret  Committee  ordered  to  deliver  sundry 

parcels  of,  -         -         -         -         -         -  1670 

Powder-Mill,  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  offer  mo- 
ney to  erect,         ....         -     933 

E.  Tyson's  Proposals  for  erecting,       .         -  1115 
Maryland   Convention  repeal  the   order  for 

working, 1493 

Powell,  Jeremiah,  President  of  Massachusetts  Coun- 
cil,      1087 

Power,  struggle  between  Legislative  and  Executive,      160 
Not  synonymous  with  Right,      ...     336 
Power,  Alexander,  appointed  Quartermaster  of  Penn- 
sylvania Militia,    -        -         .        -         -     859 
Powers,  the  connection  of  American  with  Foreign, 

feared, 126,  172 

Powers,  TVa^Aam'eZ,  sentenced  for  desertion,     -        -  1146 

Poivnall,  Governour,  moves  the  Previous  Question,  67,  184 

His  Speech  on  Lord  Barrington's  Resolutions,     155 

He  replies  to  Mr.  Burke,  ...         -     181 

Pownall,  Mr.,  asserts  the   rebellious   disposition  of 

Georgia,      ......     209 

Explains  Expenses  of  Indian  Department,  -     318 
Pownall,  Captain,  Earl  Sandwich  compliments,       .     327 
Pownall,  Thomas,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Marines,  1720 
Powys,  Mr.,  moves  to  amend  the  Address,      -         -       48 
Not  satisfied  with  the  Minister,  -         -         -     145 
Replies  to  Mr.  Jenkinson,  ...     159 

Speech  of,  on  Mr.  T.  Townshend's  Motion,      250 
Asks  an  explanation  of  "  unconditional  sub- 
mission,"    ......     386 

Prayer,  Day  of  Fasting  and,  appointed,  .         -     478 

Names  of  the  Royal  family  stricken  from  the 
Book  of,  by  Virginia  Convention,    .         -  1614 
Preamble,  to  the  Militia  Bill,  motion  to  amend,        .       85 
Congress  adopt,  to  the  Resolution  of  10th  of 

May,  - 1671 

Prentice,  Jonas,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Prerogative,  extension  of,  by  the  Militia  Bill,  -         -       87 
Progressive  steps  of,  -         -         -         -     113 

Mr.  Locke's  definition  of,  ...     374 

Prescott,  Colonel,  Order  for  his  command  on  Nutten- 

Island, 426 

Press,  liberty  of  the,  not  lost  in  America,  -  -  241 
Preston,  Grain  and  Flour  admitted  into  the  Port  of,  76 
Preston,  Major  Charles,  (prisoner,)  to  the  President 

of  Congress, 691 

Preston,  Martin,  Lieutenant  of  Maryland  Militia,  -  1140 
Preston,  M^lliam,  petitions  Virginia  Convention  for 

compensation,       .....  1532 

Committee  report  against  Petition  of,  -         -  1 586 

Pretender,  the,  a  tool  of  France,  ....     135 

Previous  Question,  Mr.  Burke  characterizes  the,     -     157 

Moved  by  Governour  Pownall,  ...     134 

Supported  by  Lord  George  Gemiaine,  -     185 

Moved  on  Alderman  Oliver's  Motion,  -     247 

Moved  by  Lord  Clare  on  Mr.  Fox's  Motion,     265 

Moved  on  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  Motion,     .     342 

Preuos^,  Ge«ern?,  Capitulation  with,  referred  to,        -     111 

Royal  American  Regiment  commanded  by,       143 

Price,  James,  Schuyler's  Instructions  to,  -         -     414 

Price,  Thomas,  convicted  of  imposition,  -         -     562 

Price,  Absahm,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

_  Militia, 583 

Price,  Vincent,  Deposition  of,  against  Hogans,  -  805 
Price,  Major,  command  assigned  to,  by  Mar}'land 

Convention, 1490 


Price,  Rev.  Thomas,  appointed  Chaplain  to  Virginia 

Convention,  .....  1512 

Price,  Thomas,  relief  granted  to,  by  Virginia  Conven- 
tion, -         -         -         -         -         -         .  1580 

Prices,  enhancement  of,  explained,         ...     542 
President  of  Georgia  recommends  regulation 
of,      -        -         -         -         -         -         -     719 

Priests,  number  of  Popish,  in  America,*         -         -       83 
Prince  George's  County,  Maryland,  pay  to  Militia 

Officers  in, 1482 

Convention  appoint  Officers  for,  -         -  1491 

Convention  appoint  Judges  of  Election  for,  -  1497 

Prindle,  Mark,  Bond  required  from,  by  Connecticut,     902 

Prior,  Lord  Chatham's  Quotations  from,  repeated,  -     189 

Prisoners,  Order  for  the  transportation  of,         -         -     392 


Washington's  views  on  the  treatment  of, 


424 


Minutes  of  the  mode  of  treating,  in  England,     425 
The  conduct  of,  at  Northampton,        -         -     485 
Number  of,  taken  by  the  enemy  in  River  St. 
Lawrence,  ......     535 

List  of,  paroled  by  Lord  Dunmore,  -  .541 
Number  of,  taken  at  the  Cedars,  -  -  576 
Arnold  rejects  Forster's  offer  of  exchange,  -  591 
Murder  of,  by  the  Indians,  ...  592 
Good  treatment  of,  at  Quebeck,  .  -  595 
Arnold's  negotiations  for  exchange  of,  .  596 
Cartel  of  exchange  agreed  upon,  -  -  597 
Examination  of  three,  taken  in  Oyster-Bay,  616 
Exchange  of,  at  Philadelphia,  ...  654 
Commitment  of  the  North-Carolina,  at  Phila- 
delphia,      - 663 

Orders  of  Congress  to  treat,  as  Officers,       -     664 
Distribution  of,  approved  by  Congress,    669,  1685 
List  of  Tory,  at  Fort  Montgomery,     -    676,  1358 
Schuyler  orders  all,  in  Canada,  sent  to  him,  -     711 
Return  of  '-Rebel"  in  the  Greyhound,         -     729 
Sent  from  Provost-Guard  to  New-York  Jail,     767 
Washington   disapproves    of   giving    passes 
to,      -         -         -         -         -        -         -    769 

General  Ward  asks  additional  provision  for,      801 
Officers  taken,  at  Three  Rivers,  -         .     828 

Resolves  of  Congress  relating  to,         -         -     854 
Application  by,  for  exchange,     ...     934 
Application  by,  refused  by  Congress,  .         -     949 
Return  of,  taken  in  transport  at  Nantasket,    -     983 
List  of  Scotch,  taken  back  of  Long-Island,  -  1035 
List  of,  sent  from  Albany  to  Connecticut,     -  1072 
The  Committee  on,  in  New-York  Congress, 
to  J.  Sleght,         -         -         -         -         -  1137 

Ref^ulations  of  Connecticut  relating  to,         -  1137 
List  of,  sent  to  General  Greene,  -         -  1183 

Resolves  of  Springfield  Committee  respecting,  1254 
Congress  authorize  an  exchange  of,     -         -  1280 
Required  to  wear  their  uniforms,  by  Penn- 
sylvania Committee,      ....  1298 

Committee  appointed  by  New-York  Congress 
to  examine,  .....  1337 

Petition  of  British,  for  further  allowance,      -  1355 
Inquiry  into  the  Albany,  sent  to  Hartford,    -  1432 
Militia  Guard  appointed  and  armed  by  New- 
York  Congress  for,        ....  1441 

Order  of  North.Carolina  respecting  certain 
escaped,      ......  1450 

Expenses  of  transporting,  in  Maryland,        .  1469 
Expenses  of  supporting,  in  North-Carolina,  -  1470 
Exchange  of,  discussed  in  Virginia  Conven- 
tion, -         -         -.-..-         -  .       -  1518 
Parole  of,  enforced  by  Virginia  Convention,  -  1528 
Report  on  the  state  of,  to  the  Virginia  Con- 
vention,     -        -         -         -         -       .-  1553 

Report  of  names  of,  and  charges  against,  to 

Virginia  Convention,     .         .         -         -  1561 
Disposal  of,  captured  by  John  and  James  Bar- 
ton,     1587 

Order  of  Congress  to  remove  British,  -         -  1640 
Of  War,  New-Jersey  orders  a  List  of,  to  be 

made  out,    -...--  1663 
Committee  of  Congress  recommend  a  Com- 
missary of,  -        -         -        -         -         -  1672 

Congress  prescribe  the  treatment  of,     -         -  1676 
Congress  grant  indulgence  to  sundry,  -         -  1692 
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Prisoners,  Congress  authorise  an  exchange  on  board 

the  Liverpool,      -----  1696 

Congress  reserve  the  exclusive  right  of  ex- 
change,        -         -         -         -         -         -  1712 

Fritchett,  Ijucretta,  Claim  of,  allowed  by  Virginia 

Convention,  -----  1594 

Fritchett,  Samuel,  paid  for  Bank-note  lost,  by  Virginia 

Convention,  -         -         -         -         -  1594 

Pnuff^eers,  successful  cruise  of  Philadelphia,  -         -     713 
Owners  offer  Congress  Dollars  for  Paper-bills,  1702 
Privates,  Proceedings  of  a  Committee  of,  Philadel- 
phia,   508 

Vote  of  Thanks  from,  to  crews  of  the  Galleys,     690 
Memorial  of,  to  Congress,  -         -         -         -     690 
Protest  of,  to  Pennsylvania  Assembly,       864,  935 
Address  of,  Military  Associators,         -         -     935 
Privileges,  Committee  of,  appointed  by  Virginia  Con- 
vention,      ._----  1511 
Pmy  iSsaZ,  taken  from  Duke  of  Grafton,         -         -     158 
Privy  Council,  ordered  to  ask  the  King  when  he  will 

receive  Address,  -----  60 
Virginia,  elected  by  the  Convention,  -  -  1600 
Frizes,  account  of  recapture  of,  -  -  -  -  390 
Capture  of,  by  Privateer,  -  -  -  -  489 
Four,  recaptured  from  the  Greyhound,  -  1111 
New- York  Congress  orders  disposal  of  sundry,  1435 
Proclamation,  Governour  Carleton's,  -  -  -  418 
Governour  Trumbull's,  for  Embargo,  -  -  483 
Franklin's,  calling  Assembly  of  New-Jersey,  626 
Dissolving  old  and  calling  new  Assembly  in 

Maryland,  - 740 

Massachusetts  Council's,  for  a  Fast-day,       -  1277 
Proclamation-Money,  Treasurer  of  New-Jersey  deli- 
vers up  the,     -     -        -         -        -        -  1644 

Made  the  standard  of  currency  in  New-Jer- 
sey,   -------  1664 

Procter,  Captain,  (a  prisoner,)  efforts  to  procure  the 

release  of,    -         -         -         -         -         -     929 

Proctor,  Francis,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Firework- 
ers of  Philadelphia,        -         -.       -      .   -  1293 
Promotions,  Resolve  of  Virginia  Convention  relating 

to, 1613 

Proposals,  E.  Tyson's,  for  manufacture  of  Powder,  1115 
Proposition,  the  Duke  of  Grafton's,       -         -         -         6 
Mr.  Hartley's  mediatorial,  .         -         -     252 

Projjn'eton/,  opposing  interests  of  the  People  and,   -     521 
Writs,  annulled  by  Maryland  Convention,    -  1487 
Protest,  of  the  Minority  in  the  House  of  Lords  against 

Address,      -----  14-16 

Of  the  Minority  in  the  House  of  Lords  against 

Lord  North's  Bill,         -        -        -  _    225,  228 
Of  Philadelphia,  against  the  Pennsylvania  In- 
structions,    518, 845 

Of  "A  Freeman,"  in  support  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Instructions,         .         -         .         -     623 
Of  sundry  persons  at  Barnstable,  against  the 

Vote  thereof,        -         -         -         -         -     705 
Of  Philadelphia  Board  of  Officers,  to  Assem- 
bly,     863,937 

Of  Privates  of  Philadelphia  Military  Associa- 
tion, to  Assembly,  -  -  -  864,  935 
Protestants,  employed  in  the  French  service,  -  -  3 
Troubles  of  the  Irish,  -  ...  39 
Catholick  opposition  to,  -  -  -  -  83 
Lord  Chatham's  protection  of,  -  -  -  89 
Act  to  enable  the  King  to  employ  Foreign,  -  111 
Irish  Troops  to  be  replaced  by  Foreign,  257,  262 
The  Irish,  in  favour  of  America,  -         -     509 

Providence,  (Rhode-Island,)  Town-Meeting  of,  -  697 
Provinces,  other,  compared  with  American,  -  -  59 
Sentiments  of  Northern  and  Southern,  alike,  127 
Act  to  restrict  the  Trade  of,  read,  -  -  186 
Provision,  dependance  on  America  for,  -  -  -  73 
Scandalous  waste  of,  -  -  -  -  414 
Scarcity  of,  at  Quebeck,  -  -  -  -  416 
Price  of,  settled  at  Halifax,  -  -  .  513 
Estimate  of  men  for  transporting,  -  -  565 
Forced  means  to  procure,  at  Montreal,  -     590 

Frauds  in  the  issue  of,       -         -         -         -     674 
Return  of,  at  Fort  George,        -         -        -     763 


Provision,  Correspondence  relating  to  export  of,  from 

New-York, 815 

Export  of,  prohibited  by  Massachusetts  As- 
sembly,         947 

Export  of,  prohibited  by  Connecticut  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,        -----  1226 

Provost-Marshal,  Prayer  to  be  delivered  from  the,  in 

Nova-Scotia,        -----  63 

Prussia,  King  of,  compared  to  Lord  North,    -         -  44 

Number  of  men  kept  in  service  by,      -         -  116 

"Prussian  Blues,"  a  Militia  Company  in  New- York,  1430 

Publick  Records,  removal  of,  in  New- York,    -         -  1403 
Publick  Claims,  Committee  of,  appointed  by  Virginia 

Convention,          -----  1516 

Purdie,  Alexander,  Circular  of,  to  Post-Offices  in  Vir- 
ginia,         -        -        -        -        -        -  1114 

Allowance  to,  as  Printer  to  Virginia  Conven- 
tion,    1606 

Purviance,  Samuel,  Jun.,  Letter  from,  to  Maryland 

Council  of  Safety,         -         .         .         .  432 
His  Orders  for  seizure  of  Governour  Eden,  -  734 
Denies  his  private  Correspondence  with  Lee,  736 
Lee's  Letter  to,  produced,          -         .         -  736 
Purviance,  William,  appointed  Captain  of  Indepen- 
dent Company  of  North-Carolina,    -         -  1448 
Putnam,  General  Israel,  Edmund  Burke's  compliment 

to,      - 100 

Instructions  given  to,         ...         -  533 
Correspondence  of,  with — 

Washington,    ---..-  534^ 
535,  543,  562,  584,  606,  633,  671,  689 

Schuyler, 671,  692 

New- York  Congress,        -         -     564,626,1158 
President  of  Congress,      -         -         .         .  683 
Plan  submitted  to  the  consideration  of,          -  583 
(See  "General  Orders.") 
Putnam,  Colonel,  ordered  to  inspect  Highlands,        -  534 
Articles  required  for  engineering  by,    -         -  563 
Departure  of,  from  New- York,  ...  584 
Putnam,  Captain,  Orders  given  to,         -         -         -  584 
Quakers,  Thomas  Forester's  Remarks  on  the  con- 
duct of,       392 

New- York  Congress  appoint  a  Committee  of 

Inquiry  concerning,       -         -         -         .  1396 
Proceedings  of  Baltimore  Committee  upon,  -  1463 
Proceedings  of  Virginia  Convention  in  rela- 
tion to, 1579 

Qualifications,  Letter  from  Washington  referred  to 

Committee  on,  -  -  -  -  -  1667 
Committee  on,  report  sundry  names  for  ap- 
pointment, --.-.-  1705 
Qm^JccZc,  character  of  the.  Bill,  -  -  -  -  14 
Right  of  Trial  by  Jury  abrogated  in,  -  -  26 
Governour  Johnstone's  opinion  of  the.  Bill,  1 1 1 
Enormous  increase  of  the  King's  power  by  the. 

Bill, 113 

Denial  that  certain  Troops  were  destined  for,  137 

Lord  North  promises  the  safety  of,       -         -  187 
Retreat  of  the  American  Army  from,  -      398,  430 

Alarming  scarcity  of  provisions  at,       -         -  416 

Siege  of,  raised,        .....  438 

Account  of  affairs  at,  by  the  Canada  Com- 
missioners, ------  449 

Arrival  of  the  enemy's  fleet  at,  -         -         -  450 

Council  of  War  in  the  Camp  before,  -         -  451 

Carieton's  account  of  the  retreat  from,         -  456 
Washington's  Remarks  on  raising  the  siege 

of,     -        -        -         -         -        -        -  559 

News  from,  received  in  England,         -         -  576 
Arrival  of  part  of  Howe's  Army  at,    -         -  579 
McChord's  intelligence  from,      -         -         -  586 
Arrival  of  reinforcements  at,       -         -         -  595 
Queen-Anne  County,  (Maryland,)  Pay  to  JMilitia  Of- 
ficers in,      -----         -  1480 

Officers  for,  appointed  by  the  Convention,    -  1492 
Judges  of  Election  for,  appointed  by  the  Con- 
vention,        1497 

Queen's  County,  (New-York,)  Letter  to,  from  New- 
York  Congress,    -         -         -         -         -  4 1 0 
Appointment  of  Officers  by,       ...  1031 
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Queen's  County,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of,  1055, 1158 
John  Blackwell's  Letter  to  Committee  of,     -  1 136 
List  of  suspected  persons  in,       -         -         -  1152 
Deputies  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,         -  1310 
Deputies  from,  ordered  to  attend  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,       .         -         .         _         _ 
List  of  persons  in,  ordered  to  be  arrested,     - 
Persons  holding  office  from  the  King  in. 
Letter  to  Committee  from  the  Congress  on  the 
case  of  Wooley,  -         .         -         -         - 
Question,  taken  on — 

Address  to  the  King,  .  .  .  - 
Bill  of  Indemnity,  -  -  -  -  - 
Motion  to  examine  Mr.  Penn,  -  -  - 
Duke  of  Richmond's  Motion,  -  -  - 
Duke  of  Grafton's  Motion,  .         .         - 

Leave  for  Mr.  Burke's  Bill,  -  -  - 
Leave  for  Lord  North's  Bill,  .  -  - 
Passage  of  Lord  North's  Bill,  -  -  - 
Alderman  Oliver's  Motion,  -  -  . 
Mr.  Hartley's  Motion,  .  -  -  . 
Mr.  Townsliend's  Motion,  ... 

Referring  the  German  Treaties, 
Duke  of  Richmond's  Motion  for  Address,    - 
Colonel  Barre's  Motion  for  Despatches, 
Duke  of  Manchester's  Motion  for  General 
Howe's  Despatches,      .         -         -         - 
Lord  Mayor's  Motion  on  the  Colonies, 
Quitice,  Richard,  repayment  of  money  to,  by  North' 

Carolina,     -         .         .         -         . 
Quince,  Parlies,  appointed  Colonel  of  North-Carolina 

Militia, 

Quinn,  John,  punished  for  desertion,      -         -         - 
Quinn,  Michael,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Firework- 
ers of  North-Carolina,   -         -         -         - 

Quorum,  New-Jersey  Congress  do  business  without  a,  1640 
Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  his  opinion  on  employing  Fo- 
reigners,     ----- 

Raleigh,  Ship,  Captain  Thompson  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the,  -         -         -         - 

Shipment  of  men  for,  authorized, 
Difficulty  of  procuring  guns  for,  -         -         - 
Ratnsay,  David,  discharged  from  prison  by  Virginia 

Convention,  .         -         -         . 

Randall,  Thomas,  Letter  to,  from  Capt.  Cregier,  714,  992 
Randolph,  Richard,  his  charges  against  R.  Adams 
malicious,    ----- 

Randolph,  Edmund,  elected  Attorney-General  of  Vir- 
ginia, ------ 

Ranger,  the  snow,  important  captures  by. 

Ranger,  armed-boat,  ------ 

Rangers,  payment  of  Virginia  Militia  acting  as, 
Rank,  Maryland  settles  the,  of  her  Regulars,  - 
Rankin,  James,  is  censured  by  his  constituents. 

Letter  from,  to  Inhabitants  of  York  County, 
Copy  of  his  Letter  to  Henry  Wolf, 
He  refuses  to  obey  Instructions  to  withdraw, 
Letter  addressed  to,  by  "A  Freeman," 
Ransom,  Joshua,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Ranson,  John,  Jun.,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connec- 
ticut Militia,         -         .         .         . 
Rapelje,  Jacques,  appointed  a  Captain   by  King's 
County,      -.--.. 
Confirmed  by  New- York  Congress,     - 
Rappahannock,  Enemy's  vessels  enter  the,     - 
Rathbun,  Valentine,  Letter  from,  to  Washington,     - 
Gives  information,  but  withholds  the  source. 
Represents  Pittsfield  in  the  Massachusetts  As- 
sembly,      ------ 

Ration,  cost  of,  reported  by  Washington  to  the  Con- 
gress, -         -        -        -  _      - 

Rattlesnake,  on  the  Colours  of  the  American  Fleet, 
Ravensworth,  Lord,  moves  to  amend  Duke  of  Man- 
chester's Motion,  -         -         -         . 
Rowlings,  Moses,  Sen.,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel 
of  Rifles  by  Congress,   -         -         -         - 

Rayford,  Robert,  appointed  Adjutant  of  Brigade  of 

North-Carolina,    -         -         -         . 
Raymond,  William ,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connec- 
ticut Militia, 873 
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Raymond,  Jesse,  Letter  from,  to  a  Committee  of  New- 
York  Congress,    -----  1058 
Rea,  R.,  Report  of,  to  Governour  Bullock,     -         -  1228 
Read,  Colonel,  arrival  of  his  Regiment  at  St.  Johns,  592 
Read,  Collinson,  Secretary  to  Berks  County  Commit- 
tee,   -         - 756 

Read,  Captain  Thomas,  instructions  to,  regarding  the 

Fleet, 667 

Resigns  command  of  ship  Montgomery,        -  1279 
Appointed  by  Congress  Captain  of  frigate,    -  1699 
Read,  Zalmon,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,    872 

Read,  Nathan,  Affidavit  of,          .         -         .         -  1230 
Read,  Colonel  Charles,  Instructions  of  New-Jersey 

Congress  to,         -         -        -        -        -  1630 
Reader, ,  employed  as  Armourer  at  Fort  Con- 
stitution,        608 

Rebel  Army,  Return  of  the,  called  for,  -         -         -  99 
Information  sooner  reaches,  than  the  Royal,  -  159 
Rebel,  Mr.  Fox  resists  the  application  of,  to  Mont- 
gomery,         314 

Rebels,  the  audacity  of,         -        -        -        -         -  135 

Trial  of  Regulars  with,  not  a  fair  one,          -  148 

Mr.  Innes's  plan  for  tiring  out  the,       -         -  149 

The  first  aggressors,           -         -         -         -  152 

Better  informed  than  the  King's  Troops,       -  168 

The  disgrace  of  treating  with,    -         -         -  189 

Mr.  Dunning  in  defence  of,         .         -         .  194 

Lord  North  not  opposed  to  treat  with,           -  382 

Carleton's  account  of,  from  Quebeck,  -         -  487 
Rebellion,  purpose  of  the  Americans  declared  in  the 

Address,     ------  4 

Confident  hopes  of  suppressing  the,     -         -  21 

Proper  definition  of,           -         -         .         -  34 

Mr.  Dunning's  distinctions  of,     -         -         -  79 

Mr.  Seijeant  Adair's  definition  of,         -         -  85 

The  Scotch,  no  parallel  with  the  American,  379 

Recantation,  Josiah  Stibbins's,      -         .         -         .  439 
Reconciliation,  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  hope  for, 

through  Governour  Eden,        -         -         -  687 
Records,  fyc,  moved   from   New-York  to  White- 
Plains,        1443 

New-Jersey,  removed  to  Burlington,  -         -  1633 
Recruiting,  Premium  allowed  to.  Officers,      -      507,  524 
Recruits,  difficulty  of  procuring,  against  America,    -  135 
Difficulty  of  obtaining,  after  being  denied,    -  137 
Difficulty  of  obtaining,  is  confessed,     -       143,  213 
Reder,  Joseph,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,           -         -  873 

/leetZ,  Jb^epA,  Adjutant-General,  Return  from,  -  411 
Resigns  his  Secretaryship  to  Washington,  -  492 
His  reasons  for  so  doing,  -  -  -  -  620 
A.  Lee  cautions  the  Secret  Committee  against,  6S6 
He  receives  the  Commission  of  Adjutant-Ge- 
neral,         - 713 

Letter  from,  to  Henry  Remsen,  -         -         -  1084 
Letter  from,  to  New-Jersey  and  New- York 

Conventions,         .         -         -         -        1124—5 
Letter  from,  to  New- York  Congress,  -  1196, 1434 

His  election  in  Congress,  -         -         -         -  1697 

Reed,  John,  Commissary,  &c.,  at  Fort-Island,         -  656 

Reed,  Franklin,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Marines,  -  1720 

Reeves,  Isaac,  Major  of  Minute  Regiment,     -         -  628 

Rejkctions,  addressed  to  New-Jersey  Assembly,       -  723 

Regidars,  compared  with  a  Standing  Army  of  Militia,  84 

Regulators,  defeat  of  Mason's,  in  North-Carolina,    -  363 
Reid,  John,  Jun.,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New- York 

Militia, 1339 

Remonstrance,  of  Philadelphia  to  the  Assembly,       -  522 
Of  the  Captains  of  the  Galleys  against  a 

Commander,         -----  966 
Remsen,  Captain  Abraham,  sent  with  a  Prisoner  to 

New-York  Congress,     -        -        -         -  584 
Remsen,  Henry,  Letter  to,  from  Joseph  Bull,  -         -  671 
Letter  to,  from  Colonel  Reed,     -         -         -  1084 
Renown,  ship-of-war,  driven  out  of  Nantasket  Road,  -  931 
Renshaw,  Joseph,  appointed  Ensign  of  Jlaryland  Mi- 
litia,    1140 

Report,  Peers  complain  of  being  dependant  on,       -  129 

Of  Governour  Skene's  examination,    -         -  548 

On  the  Fortifications  of  the  Delaware,         -  859 
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Report,To  Pennsylvania  Assembly  on  the  conduct  of 

Committee  of  Safety,    -         -         -         -     863 
To  New-York  Congress  on  the  disaffected,  -  1326, 

1331, 1341,1355 
To  New-Yoriv  Congress  on  a  new  form  of 

Government,        -----  1338 
To  New-York  Congress  on  the  subject  of 

the  small-pox,      -----   1357 
To  New- York  Congress  on  arrangement  of 

Militia, 1371 

To  New- York  Congress  on  Militia  Drafts  for 

Continental  service,       -         .         -         -  1387 
The  Congress  concur  in  the,  on  the  disaffect- 
ed,      1418 

To  Congress  on  Washington's  Letters,  &c.,  1672, 

1677 
To  Congress  on  value  of  Gold  and  Silver 
Coins,         ------  1681 

To  Congress  of  Committee  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  Washington,     -         -         -         -  1683, 

1686,  1687 
To  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  price  of  Salt,  1 687 
To  Congress  on  the  Petition  from  New-Hamp- 
shire Grants,         -----  1689 

Of  Committee  of  the  Whole,  read  in  Con- 
gress,   1693 

On  counterfeiting  Bills  of  Credit,         -         -  1700 
Of  Committee  on  Qualifications,         -         -  1705 
Of  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  Canada,        -  1709 
Representation,  ihe  system  of,  explained  at  Boston,  -     557 
Representatives,  in  Parliament,  necessary  to  Taxa- 
tion,   25,31 

A  fiction  of  Law,     -----       50 

Reprisal,  Ship,  despatched  by  Secret  Committee,     -     783 
Republick,  intention  and  ability  of  America  to  esta- 
blish a,        -----         -     156 

i?cjjuWtCM«,  to  the  People  of  Pennsylvania,       -         -  1131 
Resistance,  when  pardonable,        -         -         -         -     197 

Resolutions,  Lord  North's,  on  the  Nova-Scotia  Peti- 
tion, ------  66, 76 

Lord  North's,  on  the  Electoral  Troops,         -       87 
On  the  motion  for  Supply,         -         -         -     104 
Lord  Barrington's  on  Army  Supplies,  -       144,  319 
Of  New-York  Congress  on  a  new  Govern- 
ment, ------  1351 

Of  New- York  Congress  in  reply  to  a  requisi- 
tion of  Congress,  -         .         -         -  1426 
Of  Virginia  Convention  recommending  Inde- 
pendence,   ------  1524 

Certain,  postponed  by  Congress,  -  1699,  1701 

Of  Congress,  in  relation  to  Canada,    -  1703,  1709 
Of  Maryland,  read  in  Congress,    :       -         -  1727 
Resolve,  Cheers  upon  reading  a,  of  Congress,  -     517 

Of  Maryland  Convention,  in  case  of  Govern- 
our  Eden,  -----     737 

Of  Pennsylvania  Assembly,       ...     888 

lieiurn,  of  Troops  in  Canada  under  Sullivan,  -     411 

Artillery  Stores  at  Albany,         -         .         -     417 

Knox's  Artillery, 527 

The  Garrison  at  Fort  George,  -  .  -  582 
Suffolk  Minute  Regiment,  -         -         -     628 

Stores,  &ic.,  received  and  forwarded  at  Fort 

George, 640,763 

Garrison  at  Fort  Constitution,  ...  673 
Persons,  Provisions,  &lc.,  at  several  Posts,  -  675 
General,  of  the  Army  at  New- York,  -  893,  1120 
Continental  Forces  in  Canada,  -  -  -  915 
Colonel  Wynkoop's  Regiment,  -  -  -  915 
Cannon  and  Artillery  at  New- York,  -  -  920 
Men  who  drew  Rations  on  23d  and  24tli  of 

June,  1776, 1108 

General  Scott's  Brigade  at  New-York,  -  1 120 
State  of  Arms,  Sic,  at  New- York,  -  -  1121 
Captain  Hamilton's  Company  of  New-York 

Artillery, 1122 

Returns,  moved  for  by  Duke  of  Grafton,         -         -     170 
Reve,  Selah,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New- York  Mi- 
litia, -        -        -        -         -        -         -  1440 

Revenue,  Lord  Germaine's  view  of  American,  -     184 

Revolution,  mischiefs  remedied  by  the  English,        -       54 

The  privilege  and  birth-right  of  Americans,  -     379 
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Reynolds,  Joseph,  acquitted  of  disaffection,     -         -     722 
Reynolds,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 872 

Rhode-Island,  her  Battalion  taken  into  service,         -    467 
Memorial  to  Congress  from  Assembly  of,      -     529 
Letter  from  President  of  Congress  to  the  Go- 

vernour  of,  -         -         -         -         -         -  948 

Assembly  of,  vote  thanks  to  Washington,     -  1000 
Letter  from  President  of  Congress  to  Assem- 
bly of,         1009 

Her  Credentials  to  Delegates,  read  in  Congress,  1669 

Rice,  Mr.,  thought  the  conquest  of  America  popular,  34 

He  supports  the  Address,  -         -         -         -  45 

Affirms  the  illegality  of  Congress,       -         -  142 

Supports  Lord  North's  Bill,       -        .        .  198 

Richard,  the  cause  of  the  fall  of.  Second,        -         -  140 

Richards,  Captain  W.,  appointed  Ship's  Husband  for 

Philadelphia, 651 

Richards,  Renjamin,  punished  by  Court-Mariial,     -  760 
Richards,  Nathaniel,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 1225 

Richards,  John,  admitted  to  parole  by  New-Jersey,  1642 

Permitted  to  return  home  under  bond,          -  1644 
Richardson,  William,  Letter  from,  to  the  Maryland 

Council  of  Safety,         -         -         ,         -  464 

Elected  Captain  of  Maryland  Militia,           -  583 
Richardson,  Thomas,  Report  from,  to  Pennsylvania 

Committee  of  Safety,    -         -         -         .  538 

Letter  from,  to  Commodore  Hopkins,  -         -  971 

Richelieu,  Enemy's  ships  not  able  to  ascend  the,      -  579 

iiicAmonrf,  Dwfce  o/,  condemns  Administration,         -  11 

Argues  against  employment  of  Foreigners,    -  96 

Moves  to  call  in  Mr.  Penn,  -  -  -  118 
Answers  objections  to  his  Motion,  118,  119,  120 
Moves  to  postpone  consideration   until  Mr. 

Penn  is  examined,         -         -         -         -  122 
Delivers  a  copy  of  his  Questions  to  Mr.  Penn,  124 
Objects  to  a  question  put  to  Mr.  Penn,         -  126 
Urges  the  immediate  necessity  of  reconcilia- 
tion,    128 

Introduces  a  Motion  on  the  subject,     -         -  130 
Supports  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  Motion,    163,  328 

Replies  to  Lord  Mansfield,         -         -         -  169 

Opposes  Lord  North's  Bill,        -        -         -  215 

Is  called  to  order,     -----  217 

His  Rejoinder  to  Lord  Lyttelton,         -         -  218 
His  Retort  upon  the  Earl  of  Denbigh,         -  219 
Questions  Ministers  on  a  clause  of  the  Bill,  -  224 
Moves  an  Address  against  the  German  Trea- 
ties,  -         -         -       .-        .-         -        -  290 
Replies  to  objections  to  his  Motion,     -         -  313 
Richmond,  N.  Y.,  Letter  from  Committee  of,  to  the 

Congress,    ------  436 

List  of  suspected  persons  in  the  County  of,  -  1152 
Deputies  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  -  1310 
Order  for  attendance  of  the  Deputies,  -  1324 
Persons  in,  ordered  to  be  arrested,  -  -  1366 
Persons  in,  holding  office  from  the  King,  -  1369 
Ricker,  Conrad,  appointed  Ensign  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia,          -        -  1470 

Riclcman,  William,  elected  by  Congress  Director  of 

Hospital  for  Virginia,     -         .         .         -  1673 
RiddeU,  John,  Passport  granted  to,         -         -         -  1474 
Rider,  Sir  George  Savile's,  to  the  Militia  Bill,          -  86 
Ridgely,  Henry,  Memorial  of,  to  Maryland  Conven- 
tion, -        -        -        -        -        -        -  515 

Complaint  against,  by  Captain  Dorsey,         -  576 
Ridgely,  Richard,  appointed  Assistant  Clerk  to  Ma- 
ryland Council  of  Safety,       -         .         -  1465 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  W.,  calls  on  Lord  North  for  informa- 
tion,    48 

Ridley,  Captain,  Sailing  Orders  to,  countermanded,  567 
Rijkmen,h\st  of  Officers  in  Maryland  Battalion  of,  1272 
Two  additional  Companies  raised  in  Mary- 
land for  Continental  service,   -         .         -  1508 
Congress  recommend  to  Virginia  to  raise  a 

Company  of, 1673 

Rifles,  Lee's  scheme  for  purchasing,  approved,         -  1672 

Rigby,  Mr.,  his  view  of  the  right  of  Taxation,         -  39 

Ridicules  the  Opposition,  -         -         -      247, 286 

Replies  to  Mr.  Sawbridge  and  Mr.  Luttrell,  -  374 
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JUggs,  Lieufcnant  John,  cashiered  by  Court-lVlartial,  760 
Ri<r<rs,  Moses,  Report  ordered  in  the  case  of,  by  Vir- 

ginia  Convention,          ...         -  i&bo 

Is  discharged  from  confinement,  -         -         -  1602 

Right,  the  will  of  the  People  the  only  divine,  -         -  1 40 

Difference  between  Power  and,            -         -  336 

Rights,  Virginia  Convention  prepare  a  Declaration 

of.               -         -        -           1524, 1537,  1561 

Charter  of,  adopted  by  New- Jersey,    -         -  1637 

Ringgold,  James,  resignation  of  I^ieutenant,    -         -  687 

Ringleaders,  number  of,  in  America,  few,       -         -  152 

Ripley,  John,  appointed  Major  of  Connecticut  Militia,  87 1 

Rilzcma,  Colonel,  Letter  from  to  New-York  Congress,  493, 

633,1331,1394 

Acts  as  President  of  General  Court-Martial,  525 

Letter  from,  to  Lord  Stirling,      -         -         -  1056 

Admitted  before  New-York  Congress,          -  1429 

Rivers,  number  of,  considerable  in  New-York  and 

Pennsylvania,       -----  126 

Rivington,  James,  assertions  of  Lord  Lyttelton  re- 
specting,    ------  335 

Destruction  of  his  types  explained,      -         -  1398 

Road,  construction  of  a  Military,  to  St.  Johns,         -  611 

llocfrfj,  establishment  of,  in  Maryland,    -         -         -  1502 
Roan,  Dr.,  requested  by   New-Jersey  Congress  to 

attend  Artillery,   -----  1618 

Robhins,  Josiah,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Roberdeau,  Colonel,  fits  out  a  Privateer,  -         -         -  489 
Chairman  of  a  Meeting  of  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia,         517 

Thanks  of  the  Meeting  voted  to,         -         -  520 

His  Protest  to  Pennsylvania  Assembly,         -  845 

Letter  to,  from  President  of  Congress,          -  919 

Elected  Brigadier-General  by  Pennsylvania 

Associators,          -         -        -        -        -  1261 

Robertson,  Captain  Daniel,  (prisoner,)  a  Letter  from,  396 

Robertson,   Benjamin,   promotion    of,   by    General 

Howe, 431 

Robertson,  Walter,  proclaimed  as  disaffected,  -         -  984 

Robertson,  James,  receives  a  Privateer's  commission,  1297 
Robertson,  Alexander,  and  others,  Memorial  from,  to 

New-York  Congress,     -         -         -         -  1416 

Robins,  Richard,  Order  for  arrest  of,     -         -         -  1630 

Petition  from,  to  New-Jersey  Convention,    -  1633 

Enters  into  bond,      -----  1634 

A  fine  imposed  upon,         -         -         -         -  1635 

Robinson,  Mr.,  presents  Petition  from  City  of  London,  72 

Robinson,  Elijah,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, -  871 

Robinson,  Abner,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 872 

Robinson,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connec- 
ticut Militia, 872 

Robinson,  Jared,  appointed  Lieutenant  Connecticut 

Militia, 874 

Robinson,  Benjamin,  a  suspected  person,  disarmed,  -  SSI 

^Robinson,  John,  explains  Ulster  County  proceedings,  900 

Roche,  Thomas,  Petition  of,  to  New- York  Congress,  1125 
Rochester,  N.  H.,  the  Selectmen  of,  to  Governour 

Weare, 1254 

Rochford,  Earl  of,  supports  Ministers,  -         -         -  5 

Replies  to  Duke  of  Manchester,          -         -  90 

Replies  to  Duke  of  Grafton,       -         -         -  92 

Suit  brought  against  by  Sayer,    -         -         -  509 

Rockingham,  Marquis  of,  condemns  King's  Speech,  5 

Opposes  the  Bill  of  Indemnity,           -         -  106 

Votes  to  postpone  Lord  North's  Bill,  -  -  228 
Presents  Petition  from  Bristol,  -  -  -  230 
Is  complimented  by  Duke  of  Richmond,     -     291 

His  Speech  on  Duke  of  Manchester's  Motion,  365 
Rockwell,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Rodgers,  John,  Letter  from,  to  Maryland  Convention,  1064 

Roebuck,  King's  ship,  beaten  off  by  Gun-boats,       -  408 

Burning  of,  prevented,       -         -         -         -  421 

Batde  with,  mentioned  by  J.  Adams,  -         -  429 

Officers'  account  of  the  attack  upon,    -         -  498 

Leaves  the  Delaware  for  the  Chesapeake,  -  576 
Narrow  escape  of,    -         -         -         -         -810 

Detail  of  the  affair  with,    ...        -  1007 


Rogers,  Edward,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

jRog-ers,  jWq/or,  Washington's  suspicions  of,     -         -  1108 
Rogers,  John,  appointed  Major  of  North-Carolina 

Militia, 1446 

Rogers,  Charles,  appointed  Collector  of  Fines  of  Bal- 
timore,       --....  1459 
Rogers,  Josias,  made  prisoner  of  war  by  Virginia 

Convention,          -----  1526 

Is  admitted  to  parole,         .         -         -         -  1555 
Rolestone,  Isaac,  appointed  Ensign  of  North-Carolina 

Militia, 1445 

Romans,  in  their  proudest  day  treated  with  Rebels,  141,  379 
Romans,  Captain,  Court-Martial  ordered  on,  -         -  413 
Romans,  Mr.,  Arnold  remarks  on  the  conduct  of,      -  581 
Rombouts,  Complaint  against.  Precinct  Committee,-  411 
Rome,  the  conduct  of,  compared  with  that  of  the  Min- 
isters,          ------  41 

The  Pope  of,  invited  to  the  aid  of  Adminis- 
tration,       -         -         -         -         -         -51 

Romick,  John  and  Joseph,  Recantation  of,      -         -  836 
Roome,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  refuses  to  sign  Associa- 
tion, he, 1434 

Roorback,  Garret,  Memorial  of,  to  Washington,       -  939 

General  Scott's  Orders  to,          -         -         -  974 
Prays  the  New- York  Congress  to  recommend 

him, 1417 

Root,  Jesse,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Prisoners  of 

Connecticut,         -         -         -         -         -  1137 

Rootes,  Philip,  disarmed  on  suspicion,   -         -         -  881 

Rose,  Captain  Nathan,  Patchin's  abuse  of,      -         -  570 
Rosekrans,  Captain  James,  and  othei-s,  recommend 

L^riah  Drake,        -----  545 

Rosekrans,  Zacharias,  Resignation  of,    -         -         -  1345 
Ross,  David,  Order  for  arrest  of,  by  Virginia  Conven- 
tion, -------  1551 

Required  to  give  bond,      -         -         -         -  1594 

Roth,  Matthias  and  Jonathan,  ask  pardon  of  Berks 

County, 907 

Row-Galleys,  engage  the  enemy's  ship  in  the  Dela- 
ware,          ------  395 

Building  of,  at  New-Haven,  paid  for,  -         -  651 

Captains  appointed  for,  in  Connecticut,        -  652 

Pay  of  Officers  and  Men  of,  in  Connecticut,  727 

Memorial  of  Commanders  of,  in  Philadelphia,  858 
Memorial  of  Commanders  of,  to  Pennsylvania 
Conference,          -         -         -         -      954^  961 

Remonstrance  of  Commanders  of,  to  Pennsyl- 
vania Committee  of  Safety,    -         -         -  966 
Resolve  of  Maryland  Convention  to  build,    -  1487 
Virginia  Convention  order  the  construction  of 

two, 1578 

Rowley,  Abijah,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Royal  Marriage  Bill,  an  increase  of  prerogative,  -  1 1.3 
Royal  Savage,  a  demand  to  fit  out  the,  -  -  -  587 
Employed  to  transport  Provisions,  -  -  609 
Ruffians,  Mr.  Wilkes  so  calls  the  Foreign  Soldiers,  -  22 
Ruffin,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  by  Vir- 
ginia Convention,  -  -  -  -  1518 
Ruggles,  Lazarus,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Ruland,  Joseph,  the  Deposition  of,         -         -         -  570 

Rules,  established  by  New-York  Congress,     -         -  1312 
Rules  and  Regulations,  Committee  appointed  to  draw 

up,  for  Congress,  -         -         -         -         -1717 

i?um,  wasteful  contract  of  the  Admiralty  for,  -         -  384 
The  price  of,  limited  at  Hartford,         -         -  944 
Runnymede,  the  example  of,  for  a  Congress,    -         -  140 
Rush,  Dr.  Benjamin,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  In- 
dependence,        -         -         -         -         -  961 

Russell,  Thomas,  Order  to,  from  Maryland  Council 

of  Safety,    -         -         -         -         -         -  421 

Receives  Commission  as  Captain  of  the  Re- 
becca and  Sally,  -----  1474 

Russell,  Giles,  appointed  Major  of  Connecticut  Mili- 
tia,    -         -         -         -_        -         -         -  871 

RusseU,  Edward,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, -  874 

RusseU,  liynd,  appointed  Committee  Clerk  of  Virginia 

Convention,         .         .        -        -        -  1517 
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Russia,  alliance  with,  deprecated,  -         -         -       83 

Empress  of,  tiireatened   for  interfering  with 
Sweden,      -         -         -         -         -         -114 

Empress  of,  loans  money  to  her  Merchants,  -     151 

Russians,  Great  Britain  engages  twenty  thousand,    -       79 

Ministry  questioned  concerning,  -         -         -     129 

Denial  that  they  are  to  be  employed  against 

America,     ......     137 

Rust,  Ainariah,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Con- 
necticut Militia,    -----     874 

Rutlcdge,  President,  calls  on  Lee  for  Forces,  -         -     720 

Note  from,  to  Colonel  Moultrie,  -         -         -  1185 

Places  the  Colony  Forces  under  Lee,  -         -  1186 

His  Letter  of  Thanks  to  Moultrie,  &.C.,        -  1191 

Rutter,  Captain  Thomas,  taken  into  the  Baltimore 

Battalion, 583 

Ryan,  John,  recommitted  to  Philadelphia  Jail,         -     659 
Ryckman,  Isaac,  chosen  Lieutenant  by  Steenrod's 

Company,  ------     993 

Ryley, Lieutenant  Jeremiah,Court-M.atl\a\  ordered  on,  1484 
Rymer,  the  Chronicles  of,  referred  to,    -         -         -     116 
Sackett,  Richard,  recommended  as  a  Lieutenant  of 

Grenadiers,  -----     595 

Sackett,  Captain,  Letter  from,  to  Washington  and 

New- York  Congress,     -         -         -         -     840 

Sage,  Comfort,  promotion  of,  as  Colonel,        -         -     871 
Sailmakers,  Parade  of,  ordered  at  New- York,  -     634 

Sailors,  unwillingness  of  the  English,  to  serve  against 

America,     ------       31 

St.  Ann's,  Evacuation  of,  by  Captain  Young,  -     591 

Arnold  pursues  the  enemy  to,     -         -         -     595 

St.  Augustine,  ioTce  of  the  enemy  lit,     -         -         -     713 

St.  Bartholomew's,  Massacre  of,    -         -         -         -     1 90 

St.  Clair,  Colonel,  leaves  Montreal,        .         -         -     578 
Arrival  of,  at  the  Sorel,     -         ..         -         -     592 
Ordered  to  attack  enemy  at  Three  Rivers,  -     684 
St.  Clair,  William,  appointed  Captain  of  Maryland 

Militia,        -         -         -         -        .-    .    -  1473 

St.  Germain,  Opinion  of  the  Count  of,  on  Artillerists,     776 
i:^  Georg-e,  (New- York,)  Census  of,      -         -    _    -  1236 
St.  John,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia,        -         -        -         -      ^-         -     872 

St.  Johns,  recommended  by  Arnold  as  a  depot,         -     581 
Facility  of  holding  possession  of,  -         -     450 

Negligence  of  the  Garrison  at,  -  -  -  480 
Sullivan's  account  of  affairs  at,  -  -  -  679 
Washington  proposes  to  Schuyler  to  visit,  -  742 
Arnold's  account  of  things  at,  -  -  796,  1038 
S<.  Latorence,  early  freezing  of  the,  -  -  133,137 
Conduct  of  the  Canadians  in  the,  -  -  42 
Prisoners  taken  by  the  enemy  in  the,  -  -  535 
St.  Mary's,  (Maryland,)  Pay  to  Militia  Officers  in. 

County, 1479 

Convention  appoint  Officers  for,  -         -  1491 

Convention  appoint  Judges  of  Election  for,  -  1497 
St.  Roque,  Orders  to  the  Spanish  Commander  at,    -       93 
St.  Vincent's,  reference  to  the  Forces  at,         -         -       99 
Salaries,  Nova-Scotia  asks  for,  instead  of  Fees,       -       62 
iSafc,  ordered  of  Captain  Manley's  prizes,        -         -     821 
Salem,  (New-York,)  Report  of  disaffected  in,  -         -  1385 
Salem,  (New-Jersey,)  Remonstrance  of,  and  Resolve 

concerning,  -----  1660 

Salt,  excepted  from  taxation  in  Nova-Scotia,  -         -       65 

Price  of,  regulated  in  New-Jersey,       -         -     467 

Proceedings  at  Philadelphia  on  the  subject  of,     499 

Order  of  Pennsylvania  Committee  of  Safety 

to  secure,    -         -         -         -         -         -     661 

Prices  of,  regulated  by  Philadelphia  Commit- 
tee,     669 

Permission  to  sell,  referred  to  Congress,        -     691 
A  cargo  of,  arrives  at  Watertown,  Massachu- 
setts,   697 

Found  in  the  Patuxent  Cliffs,  Maryland,      -     881 
Demand  for,  at  Camp  on  Haddrell's  Point,  -     903 
Maryland  establishes,  Works  in  Worcester,  -     973 
Resolves  relating  to  manufacture  of,  by  Penn- 
sylvania Committee  of  Safety,         -         -  1290 
Memorial  to  New- York  Congress  on  the  ma- 
nufacture of,         -         -         -         -         -  1416 
North-Carolina  encourages  the  manufacture 
of, 1444,  1449 


Salt,  Maryland  advertises  proposals  for.  Works,       -  1469 
New-Jersey  encourages  erection  of,  Works,     1664 
INIaryland  gives  a  bounty  on  importation  of,  -  1509 
Price  of,  fixed  by  Virginia  Convention,         -  1520 
Further  action  of  the  same  on,  -         -        -  1522, 

1577,  1585,  1603 
New-Jersey  agrees  to  pay  Dr.  Bard  high  pri- 
ces for,        -----        -  1664 

Action  of  Congress  relating  to,  -         -  1687,  1689 
Saltonstall,  Dudley,  Letter  to,  from  Commodore  Hop- 
kins, -------     556 

Kenneth  McKenzie  refuses  to  sail  with,        -     617 
Ordered  to  Philadelphia  by  Marine  Commit- 
tee,     886 

Paul  Jones  complains  of,  -         -         -         -     980 
Saltonstall,  Nathaniel,  appointed  Captain  of  Matross- 

es,  Connecticut,   -----  1225 

Saltpetre,  Order  in  Council  against  exportation  of,   -     487 

Works  for,  established  in  New- York,  -         -     586 

Delivery  of,  for  manufacture  of  Gunpowder,      652 

Notice  from  the  Hartford  Manufactory  of,     -     904 

Pennsylvania  lends  Money  for  manufacture  of,  1279 

New-Jersey  provides  for  Inspectors  of,  -  1365 

Bounty  paid  on,  by  New-Jersey,         -         -  1625 

Salus  Populi,  the  Supreme  Law,  -         -         -       95 

(Sampson,  Negro  Pilot  for  Sir  P.  Parker,         -         -  1192 

Careful  treatment  of,  by  the  King's  Officers,    1206 

Sampson,  Stephen,  a  recaptured  fugitive,         -         -  1552 

Sand,  Captain,  sailing  orders  to,  countermanded,     -     567 

Sanders,  Benjamin,  takes  the  oath  to  the  Virginia 

Convention,          -----     722 
Sandford,  Erastiis,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connec- 
ticut Militia, 872 

Sands,  Benjamin,  Clerk  to  Queen's  County  Commit- 
tee,     1198 

Sandwich,  Earl  of,  approves  the  Address,       -         -         6 
Explains  his  reference  to  Lord  Chatham,     -       10 
Opposes  examination  of  Mr.  Penn,     -         -     118 
Animadverts  on  the  course  of  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond, ------     124 

Interrogates  Mr.  Penn,      -         -         -         -     126 

Defends  his  right  to  put  a  certain  question,  -     127 
Replies  to  Lord  Shelburne,         -         -         -     138 
Supports  Lord  North's  Bill,         -         -         -     220 
Asserts  the  hiifh  wares  of  Seamen,      -         -     223 
Objects  to  receiving  a  Petition,  -         -         -     229 
Offers  and  explains  an  amendment  to  Lord 
North's  Bill,         -        -        -        -      229,231 

Gives  sundry  explanations,  -         -         .     307 

Replies  to  Duke  of  Manchester,  -         -     326 

And  opposes  his  Motion,  -         -         -         -     372 

Replies  to  Duke  of  Richmond,  -         -         -     330 
Sandy-Hook,  Howe's  Troops  embark  for,       -         -     728 
His  whole  Fleet  arrive  at,  .         -         -  1234 

His  arrival  at,  announced  to  New-Jersey  Con- 
gress, ------  1633 

Sargeant,  Ezra,  Representative  of  Maiden,   -         -     602 
Sargent,  Winthrop,  Agent  for  the  Navy  at  Glouces- 
ter,      396 

Captain-Lieutenant  of  Artillery  at  Fort  Mont- 


gomery, 


-    678 


Sargent,  Co?one/P.D.,  President  of  Court  of  Inquiry,     693 
Saturly,  Josiah,  Deposition  of,       -         -         -         -     572 
Saturly,  Lemuel,  Deposition  of,     -         -         -         -     572 
Saunders,  Sir  Charles,  Eulogy  upon,      -         -      248, 254 
Saunderson,  Robert,  (a  prisoner,)  the  discharge  of,  -  1292 
Savage,  James,  examined  by  New-York  Committee,  1 167 
Savage,  Thomas,  contracts  for  manufacture  of  Salt,     1290 
»Sa««nnaA,  Extract  of  a  Letter  dated,     -        -        -     431 
Savile,  Sir  George,  reviews  the  conduct  of  Ministers,       53 
Opposes  the  Militia  Bill,   -         -         -         -       85 
Offers  a  Rider  to  the  Militia  Bill,        -         -       86 
Supports  Mr.  Burke's  Bill,         -         -         -     180 
Opposes  Lord  North's  Bill,         -         -         -     200 
Supports  Mr.  Fox':^  Motion,       -         -         -     238 
Supports  Mr.  Hartley's  Proposition,     -         -     254 
Opposes  the  German  Treaties,  -         -         -     286 
^aii'tnV^c,  Mr.,  opposes  the  Militia  Bill,         -         -       85 
Supports  Mr.  Burke's  Bill,         -         -         -     181 
Seconds  Alderman  Oliver's  Motion  for  Ad- 
dress,   240 
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Sawhridgc,  Mr.,  Extols  the  valour  of  Americans,    - 
Reviews  the  state  of  the  Colonies, 
Replies  to  Mr.  Rigby,       .         -         -         - 

Satm/er,  Eoenezer,  sentenced  by  Court-Martial, 

Saxons,  the,  a  memorable  example  of  Foreign  Troops, 
Form  of  their  Government  popular,     - 

Sayer,  Mr.,  false  report  concerning,        -         .         - 
Sues  for  false  imprisonment,        .         .         - 

Sttf/re,  James,  appointed   Lieutenant  of  New-York 
Militia, 

Scammel,  Alexander,  Deputy  Adjutant-General,  R& 
turn  from,   ------ 
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-  1359 


915 

106,  250 


or. 
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899 

504 
535 
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582 
609 
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Scarsdale,  Lord,  Report  from,  to  House  of  Lords, 
Schomberg,  Marshal,  his  Speech  to  his  Soldiers, 
Sckoonmaker,  Pelriis,  Letter  from,  to  New-Yoriv  Con- 
gress,   

His  complaint  of  rank  answered, 
&hoonmaker,  Frederick,  second  Captain  in  Pawling's 
Regiment,   ------ 

Schoonmaker,  C.  C,  informs  of  proceedings  in  Ulster, 
Schuyler,  General,  is  accused  of  being  "  a  King's  Of- 
ficer,"   - 

Washington's  treatment  of  the  charge  against. 
His  notice  of  the  rumours  against, 
The   Committees   of  Berkshire    honourably 
acquit,         ..---- 

He  asks  for  a  Court  of  Inquiry, 
Renews  the  request  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gress, ...... 

Mentions  the  design  to  seize  him  as  a  Tory, 
Various  attempts  to  excite  Washington  against, 
Asa  Douglass  speaks  freely  of,    -         -    745,  1329 
Washington  sends  copies  of  his  Letters  to 

Congress, 758,768 

Duties  assigned  to,  by  Congress,  -         -         -  1711 
His  Correspondence  with — 

General  Washington,         -         -         -         -    411, 

416,  428.  449,  479,  489,  535,  537, 

544,  564,  578,  581,  586,  608,  639, 

795,  819,  837,  894,  910,  925,  939, 

974,  992,  1053,  1057,  1102,  1111, 

1121,  1217 

President  of  Congress,      -        -         -         -   417, 

558,  559,  639,  675,  677,  762 

The  Albany  Committee,  438,  573,  641,  645,  648 

Colonel  Dayton,       -         -         -         .         .    447^ 

581,641,644,645,646,647 

General  Sullivan,     -----    449, 

609,  641,  943,  997,  1103,  1107,  1201 

Canada  Commissioners,     449,  481,  578,  586,  610 


General  Arnold,       -      452,  480,  925 

,  976,  1038 

Sir  John  Johnson,    - 

-      641,  643,  644 

Lady  Johnson, 

- 

-     643 

Votkert  P.  Douw,    - 

. 

-    641 

Walter  Livingston,  - 

- 

-     645 

General  Putnam, 

- 

671,692 

General  Thomas, 

- 

-     711 

Samuel  Kirkland,     - 

- 

-    764 

Robert  Watts,  on  the  subject  of  Lady 

John- 

son,    -         -         .         - 

. 

-     913 

Captain  Wynkoop,  - 

- 

-     942 

John  Lansing, 

- 

-     942 

Governour  Trumbull, 

- 

-    943, 

1071 

,  1126, 

1203,  1222 

Massachusetts  Assembly,  - 

969,  1074 

Meshech  Weare, 

-969, 

1016,  1203 

Dr.  Stringer,   -         -         - 

. 

-     977 

New-York  Congress, 

- 

1057,  1318 

Colonel  Wynkoop,  - 

- 

-  1058 

General  Gates, 

- 

1071,  1202 

Schuyler,  Major,  recommendation  of. 

- 

-     510 

Introduction  of,  to  Washington, 

_ 

-     537 

He  is  ordered  to  Ijong-Island, 

_ 

-     792 

Schuyler,  John,  asks  for  a  Pass  to  Norfolk, 

-     743 

Schuyler,  Schooner,  captures  made  by,  -         -      974,  991 
Scituate,  (Massachusetts,)  Instructions  of,  to  Repre- 
sentatives, ------  699 

Scoby,  William,  examination  of,  in  tlie  case  of  Frost,  438 

Scotch,  insolence  of  the,  party,  at  Norfolk,      -         -  686 

The  British  rely  upon  the,  in  America,         -  501 

Sir  John  Johnson  at  the  head  of  the,  -         -  633 


Scotland,  Address  of  the  Church  of,  to  the  King,     - 

Scott,  U.,  Letter  from,  to  Maryland  Council  of  Safety, 

Scott,  Brigadier-General  J.  M.,  Order  of,  to  Bar- 

rackmaster,  -         -         .         -         - 

Appointed  to  command  New- York  Levies,  - 

Draft  of  the  Commission  to,        - 

Avows  himself  the  Author  of  a  Pamphlet,    - 

Asks  and  obtains  a  Brigade-Major, 

Scott,  Benjamin,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, 

Scovil,  Stephen,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Scovil,  Samuel,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia, ------- 

Scribner,  Seth,  Deposition  of,        -         -         -         - 

Scribner,  Ebenezer,  suspicions  against,    -         -         - 
Petitions  of,  for  a  hearing,  -         -         -         - 

Scribner,  Joseph,  suspected  of  joining  the  enemy,     - 
Scribner,  Benjamin,  capture  and  examination  of. 

Committed  to  New- York  Jail,    -         -         - 

Scudder,  Henry,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New- York 

Minute-Men,        .         -         .         -         . 

Scudder,  William,  appointed  Alajor  of  New- Jersey 

Militia, 

Scurvy,  prevalence  of,  at  Fort  Constitution,    - 
Seal,  device  for  the  Great,  adopted  by  Virginia, 

Committee  appointed  to  prepare,  for  "United 

States  of  America,"       -         -         -         . 

Seamen,  rapid  inlistment  of,  asserted,      -         -         - 

Levy  of  sixpence  per  month  on  all  American, 

Captain  Luttrell's  defence  of  British,  - 

Taken  on  board  American  vessels,  impressed. 

Enemy's,  not  to  be  exchanged  for  merchant 

sailors,         ------ 

Sears,  Colonel  Isaac,  Letter  to,  from  Washington,    - 
Settlement  of  accounts  of,  -         -         -         - 

Secrecy,  suspicious  policy  of,  -         -         -         - 

Oath  of,  taken  by  Members  of  the  New-York 
Congress,    ------ 

Secret  Correspondence,  Members  of  the  Committee  of, 
M.  Dumas's  Letter  to,       - 
Committee  of,  to  Captain  Hodge, 
Letter  from  Arthur  Lee  to,         -         -         - 
Contract  of  Committee  with  Penet  and  others 
of  Paris,      ------ 

Letter  from  Committee  to  William  Bingham, 
Orders  from  Committee  to  Captain  L.  Wicks, 
Captain  Wicks's  Reply  to  Committee, 
Committee  ordered  by  Congress  to  send  Pro- 
visions to  Bermuda,       -         .         -         - 
Secret  Committee,  Schuyler  asks  for,  at  Albany, 
Schuyler  sends  Mr.  Duer  to,      - 
Papei-s  of,  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  New- 
York  Committee,  -         -         -         . 
New-Jersey  appoints  a,     - 
Sedgwick,  Theodore,  Secretary  to  General  Thomas, 
Seely,  Gustus,  sentenced  by  Court-Martial, 
Selby,  Jl^lliam,  Letter  to,  from  Maryland  Council  of 
Safety,        ------ 

Selden,  Samuel,  appointed  a  Colonel  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Senecas,  doubts  concerning  the  intentions  of  the, 

Etfect  of  Butler's  influence  with  the,   - 
Separation,  fatal  effects  of,  to  Great  Britain,  - 

Recommended  by  Buckingham  County,  Va.,' 

Sergeant,  Mr.,  (of  New-Jersey,)  resigns  his  seat  in 

Congress,    ------ 

Sergent,  Colonel,  Regiment  of,  employed, 
Sessions,  Ebenezer,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Settlement,  Lord  Chatham's  respect  for  the  Act  of,  - 

Governour  Johnstone's  views  of  the  Act  of,  - 

Seijeant  Adair's  construction  of  the  Act  of,  - 

Severn,  Battalion,  apply  for  Arms,         -         .         - 

Seymour,  Mr.,  replies  to  Mr.  Cornwall,  -         -         . 

Seymour,  Israel,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia,        ------ 

Seymour,  Thomas,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 
Horse  of  Connecticut  Militia, 
Ordered  to  join  Washington  at  New-York,   - 
IMakes  excuses  for  not  marching, 


603 
722 

974 
1389 
1390 
1410 
1423 

-  1140 

873 

874 
570 
570 
1125 
570 
617 
766 

1390 

1660 

510 

1616 

1732 
137 
183 
202 
220 

1714 
435 
971 
123 

1319 
620 
443 
618 
685 

778 
783 
783 
919 

1698 
641 
645 

1442 

1637 

589 

891 

1115 

871 
475 
764 
22 
460 

1628 
401 

874 
93 
HI 
115 
630 
279 

874 

880 
1254 
1276 


1833 


INDEX. 


1834 


1587 

1225 

652 

1223 

872 


556 
844 

1720 
541 

1569 

874 

657 

1214 

790 

812 
583 

1558 
523 
12 
97 
122 
123 
130 


Shanks,  James,  paid  for  services  by  Virginia  Conven- 
tion, ------- 

Shapley,  Adam,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

SharJc,  row-galley,  commissioned,  .         .         - 

The  cost  of  building,         -         -         -         - 

Sharp,  Elijah,  appointed  a  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Shatv,  Nathaniel,  Correspondence  of,  with  Commo- 
dore Hopkins,      -         -         -         -      539,  555 
Made  Agent  for  the  Fleet,  -         -         - 

Letter  from,  to  Governour  Trumbull,  - 
Shaiv,  Samuel,  appointed  Captain  of  Marines, 
Shawnees,  Message  from  the,        -         -         -         - 
Virginia  Convention  order  an  Address  to,     - 
Shayler,  Joseph,  appointed   Ensign   of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Shea.  Colonel  John,  permitted  to  purchase  Fire-arms, 
Deficiency  of  Arms  in  his  Regiment,  - 
Washington  asks  for  his  Battalion, 
He  is  ordered  to  New-York,       -         -         . 
Sheap,  Henry,  elected  Captain  of  Maryland  Militia, 
Shedden,  Robert,  required  to  give  parole  by  Virginia 
Convention,          -         -         -         .         _ 
Sheep,  Resolve  not  to  kill,  in  New-Jersey,     - 
Shelourne,  Etfrl  of,  reviews  the  course  of  Ministers,  - 
His  explanation  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  - 
Supports  the  Motion  to  examine  Mr.  Penn,  - 
Condemns  the  conduct  of  Administration, 
Supports  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  Motion,  - 
Is  accused  of  misstatements,  and  replies,    137,  138 
He  answers  Lord  Mansfield,       -         -         _     167 
Opposes  Lord  North's  Bill,        -         -         -     221 
Replies  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,         -         -     223 
Comments  on  the  conduct  of  Carleton,      229,  230 
Appeals  to  the  justice  of  the  Lords,     -         -     2.31 
Opposes  the  German  Treaties,  -         -         -     308 
Supports  the  Dukes  of  Grafton  and  Manches- 
ter,     333, 368 

Sheldon,  Elisha,  appointed  Major  of  the  Connecticut 
Horse,         .--.-. 
Shelter-Island,  (?ie\v-York,)  Census  of, - 
Shephard,  Abraham,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Con- 
necticut Militia,   -         -         -         -         - 

Sheppard,  Benjamin,  Order  for  arrest  of,  by  North- 
Carolina,    ------ 

Is  required  to  give  bond,   -         -         -         - 

Slterhtme,  Major,  capture  of,        -         -         -         - 

His  Detachment  cut  off,    - 

His  account  of  the  affair  of  the  Cedars, 

tSherrard,  Captain  John,  ordered  to  arrest  P.  Cyphers,   1 657 

Sherwin,  Ahimaas,  sentenced  for  desertion,     -         -     637 

SAe^^roe,  DonW,  Affidavit  of,        -        -        -         -1229 

Shewel,  Stephen  and  Joseph,  proclaimed  enemies,     -     670 
Shields,  Caleb,  elected  Ensign  of  Maryland  Militia,  -     583 
Ship-building,  "  the  manufacture  of  America,"         -     377 
Ship- Carpenters,  Schuyler's  efforts  to  procure,         -   1074 
Exempted  from  Militia  duty  by  Maryland,  -  1504 
Shipwrights,  cause  of  the  Insurrection  of,        -         -     102 
Massachusetts  Committee  empowered  to  con- 
tract with,  ------ 

Shippensburgh,  explanation  about  the  Powder  seized 

aC   ' 

Ships,  dangers  of,  undefended  by  the  shore,    - 
Expedition  by,  built  in  Pennsylvania,  - 
Intercourse  with  the  enemy's,  at  New- York, 
Ship's  Husband,  Duties  of,  in  Philadelphia,    - 
Shircliff,  William,  appointed  an  Ensign  of  Maryland 
Flying-Camp,      -         -         -         -         - 
Shire,  Martin,  appointed  Captain  of  New-York  Mi- 
litia,   

Shock,  Lieutenant,  (a  prisoner,)  good  conduct  of,     - 
Shoes.  Congress  order  a  supply  of,  to  Virginia, 
Shot,  Contract  ordered  for  various,  in  Pennsylvania, 
Shreve,  Lieutenant- Colonel,  ordered  by  Arnold   to 
Bertier,       ------ 

Shryock,  Henry,  elected  Major  of  Maryland  Flying- 
Camp,         ------ 

Shuldham,  Admiral,  proposed  number  of  his  Fleet,  - 
Inconsistency  of  Ministers  towards,     - 
Motion  for  copies  of  his  Despatches,  - 
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Sicily,  how  lost  to  the  Athenians,  -         -         -       96 

Sick,  rejjorted  state  of,  at  Sorel,    -         -         -         .     593 

Absence  of,  regulated  by  General  Order,       -     892 

Incredible  number  of,  in  Canada,         -  1069,  1221 

Signals,  completion  of,  at  New- York,    -         -         -     633 

Silliman,  Colonel  G.  S.,  Order  for  summons  of,        -     550 

Promotion  of,  by  Connecticut  Assembly,      -     871 

Made  Colonel  of  Horee,    -         -         -         -     880 

Non-payment  of  his  Regiment  complained  of,  1075 

Simerson, ,  Order  for  arrest  of,  in  New- York,  1172 

Simmons,  Jeremiah,  appointed  Captain-Lieutenant  of 

Pennsylvania  Artillery,  .         .         -     668 

Simms,  Charles,  allowed  for  services  by  Virginia  Con- 
vention,      -..-.-  1577 
Simpson,  Samuel,  Memorial  of,  to  Congress,    -         -     422 
President  of  Committee  of  Privates  of  Phila- 
delphia,      ------     691 

His  Protest  in  the  name  of  the  Association,  -     864 
Simpson,  James,  appointed  Master  of  Provision  ves- 
sel,    -------    665 

Sinclair,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, 1140 

Sinnal,  John,  punished  for  desertion,      -         -         -     760 
Six-Nations,  Schuyler  advises  a  conference  with  the,     762 
His  Message  to  the,          -         -         -         .     914 
Deputies  from,  admitted  to  Congress,  -         -  1687 
Presents  made  to  the,        -         .         .         -  1701 
Congress  order  Schuyler  to  confer  with  the,  -  1706 
Skene,  Governour,  the  examination  of,  reported,       -     548 
He  refuses  to  sign  a  parole,         -         -         -     601 
Skinner,  Joseph,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 874 

Skinner,  Dr.,  is  sent  express  from  Hartford  to  Boston,  1086 

Skinner,  Thomas,  (a  prisoner,)  is  enlarged  on  parole,  1644 

Is  released  from  parole  and  restored  to  favour,  1656 

Appears  before  the  New-Jersey  Convention 

and  takes  the  Oath,       -         -         -         -  1658 

Skipton,  District  of,  ask  for  Ammunition,        -         -     577 
Sktrgton,  (Maryland,)  Musket  Powder  furnished  to 

District  of,  -        -        -        -        -        -     722 

Slater,  Thomas,  committed  to  Philadelphia  Jail,       -     653 
Slaughter,  John,  appointed  Adjutant  of  New- York 

Militia, 1414 

Slavery,  historical  view  of  the  effects  of,  -         -       29 

The  choice  between  war  and,    -        -         -       52 
Proposed  abolition  of,  as  a  test  to  America,  -     251 
Slaves,  wickedness  of  the  proposition  to  excite  the,  -       28 
Relation  between  Mastei-s  and.  -         -         -       29 
Proposition  to  grant  Trial  by  Jury  to,  -         -       77 
Taken  in  a  Bomb-brig,     -         -         -         -     540 

Resolve  of  Virginia  Convention  relating  to,  -  1524 
Convicted,  employed  in  making  Saltpetre,    -  1526 
Masters  of,  paid  for  their  services,        -         -  1553 
Sleght,  Johannes,  Letter  to,  from  Committee  on  Pri- 
soners,        .-.---  1137 
Slitting-Mill,  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  encourage 

the  erection  of,     -         -         -         -         -   1467 

Small  Arms,  the  manufacture  of,  in  Pennsylvania,   -     126 
Smalley,  David,  appointed  Ensign  of  the  New-Jersey 

Militia,       -        -    ~   -        -        -        -  1639 

Small-Pox,  effects  of,  on  the  Army  in  Canada,         -     452 
Inoculation  forbidden  by  General  Order,       -     525 
Inoculation  is  practised  in  violation  of  Gene- 
ral Order,  -         -         -         -         -         -     501 

Of  great  detriment  to  the  service,        -         -     589 
Arnold  advises  general  inoculation,      -         -     593 
Putnam's  General  Orders  relating  to,  -         -     635 
Misfortunes  in  Canada  ascribed  to,      -         -  1083 
Appearance  of,  among  the  Militia  in  Mary- 
land, -         -         -■       -         -         -         -1131 

Sullivan  ascribes  the  ruin  of  the  Army  to,     -  1201 
Inoculation  for,  at  Port-Tobacco,  Maryland,  1211 
Proceedings  of  New- York  Congress  in  rela- 
tion to,        -----         -  1331 

Resolves  concerning,  reported,  -  -  -  1357 
Baltimore  Committee  prohibit  inoculation,  -  1559 
Smalhvood,  Colonel  William,  Letter  to,  from  Mary- 
land Council  of  Safety,  -  -  -  392 
Letter  from,  to  Maryland  Convention,  -  566 
Letter  from,  to  Thomas  Johnson,  -  -  1255 
Is  ordered  with  his  Troops  to  Philadelphia,  -  1507 
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Smedley,  Samuel,  Letter  from,  to  Governour  Ti-um- 

bull,  -         - 1127 

4Bm/A,  Aaron,  Deposition  of,        -         -        -        -  1228 

Smith,  Benjamin,  suspected  of  joining  the  enemy,    -  572 

Smith,  Captain ,  Lee  asks  for  services  of,     -  406 

Smith,  Christopher,  Letter  from,  to  Robert  Benson,  -  445 
Smith,  Daniel,  Chairman  of  Beigen  County  Conunit- 

tee, -  1051 

Smith,  David,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

IMilitia, 373 

Smith,  Dr.,  the  Emissaries  of,  seized,     -         -         -  607 
Smith,  Daniel,  additional  allowance  made  to,  by  Vir- 
ginia Convention,          ...         -  1589 
Smith,  Israel,  appointed  Major  of  New- York  Militia,  1414 
Smith,  Colonel  Isaac,  ordered  to  arrest  disaflected  in 

New-Jersey, 1635 

Smith,  James,  bearer  of  Gunpowder  to  New-York,  -  11 14 

Smith,  James,  Chairman  of  York  Committee,  -         -  608 
Smith,  Captain  James,  resigns  command  of  the  Sloop 

Schuyler,    ------  1353 

Smith,  Jasper,  Secretary  to  Amwell  Committee,      -  523 

Smith,  John,  elected  Lieutenant  of  Maryland  Militia,  583 
Smith,  John,  Ananias,  and  Alexander,  Depositions 

of, 570 

Smith,  Sergeant  John,  sentenced  for  forgery,  -         -  428 
Smith,  Jonathan  B.,  Secretary  to  Philadelphia  Com- 
mittee,       ...---  670 
Chosen  Secretary  to  the  Pennsylvania  Con- 
ference,      ...--.  952 
Smith,  Joseph,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Smith,  Joshua,  sentenced  by  Court-Martial,  -  -  634 
Smith,  Josiah,  Chairman  of  Brookhaven  Committee,  570 
Is  Colonel  of  Suffolk  Minute-Regiment,  628,  710 
Smith,  Joseph,  admitted  to  parole  in  North-Carolina,  1452 
Smith,  John,  additional  allowance  made  to,  by  Vir- 
ginia Convention,  ....  1589 
Smith,  Melancthon,  appointed  Captain  of  New-York 

Militia, 1425 

Smith,  Captain  Nathaniel,  Correspondence  of,  with 

Maryland  Council  of  Safety,     464,  1139,  1230 
Smith,  Oliver,  promotion  of,  by  Connecticut,  -         -  1223 
Smith,  Philip,  gives  information  to  New- York  Com- 
mittee,          1406 

Smith,  Reuben,  Chairman  of  Litchfield  Committee,  -  471 
Smith,  Robert,  Governour  Eden's  Secretary,  -         -  738 
Smith,  Robert,  appointed  Captain  of  Caledonian  Ran- 
gers,    1430 

Smith,  Richard,  (N.  J.)  resigns  his  seat  in  Congress,  1618 
&nith,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New-York 

Minute-Men, 1390 

Smith,  Samuel,  attempt  of,  to  seize  Governour  Eden,  734 

Letter  from,  to  Governour  Eden,        -         -  806 

Smith,  Stephen,  Chairman  of  Ridgefield  Committee,  439 

)Swii<A,  iS^cpAm,  (of  Machias,)  Truckmaster,    -         -  1033 
Smith  ^  Sons,  Letter  from,  to  Maryland  Council  of 

Safety,        --..-.  806 
Smith,  Tliomas,  appointed  Major  of  New- York  Mi- 
litia,    1414 

Smith,  Thomas,  appointed  Ensign  of  New-Jersey  Mi- 
litia,    1664 

Smith,  Waters,  lodges  complaint  against  John  Moore,  584 
Smith,  William,  Letter  from,  to  New-York  Congress,  569 
Complains  against  Captain  Johnson,   -         -  993 
Gives  information  to  New- York  Congress,    -  1346 
A  Letter  so  signed  to  General  Howe,  -         -  1368 
Denies  the  authorship  of  Letter  to  Howe,    -  1369 
Smyth,  Sir  Robert,  supports  Lord  Barrington's  Mo- 
tion,    146 

Smyth,  John,  (prisoner,)  Letter  from,  to  President  of 

Congress,    ------  434 

Smyth,  Thomas,  appointed  a  Member  of  Maryland 

Council  of  Safety,         -         -         .         .  125 
Smyth,  John,  (Treasurer  of  New-Jersey,)  Order  for 

arrest  of,     -----        -  1644 

He  delivers  up  the  Proclamation  Money,      -  1655 
Smith's  Creek,  Maryland  ordei-s  a  Chart  to  be  made 

of, 901,  1465 

Smithstown,  Census  of,         .....  1246 

Return  of  Minute-Men  in,         -         -         -  1390 

iS'fflti^g'H?!^',  practice  of,  in  the  Northern  Colonies,    -  151 


Snow-Hill,  Officers  recommended  by  Committee  of,     631 
Soldiers,  Religious  Creed  of,  not  important,    .         -         3 
Unwillingness  of  British,  to  serve  in  America,       31 
Not  qualified  to  make  Statesmen,         -         -       44 
Soldier's  Delight,  Officers  composing,  Battalion,      -  146S 
iSb/eiffy,  damage  done  on  board  the,       ...  1206 
Sir  Peter  Parker's  account  of,     ...  1208 
Solicitor-General,  Mr.,  defends  Ministry,        -         -     269 
Somerset,  (Maryland,)  Measures  to  unite,        -         -  1491 
Judges  of  Election  appointed  for,        -         -  1497 
Som.erviUe,  George,  Warrant  to  bring  him  before  Bal- 
timore Committee,         -         .         .         .  1460 
A  detachment  of  Militia  take  him,       -         -  1461 
Brought  up  and  made  to  give  Bond,    -         -  1461 
Soyer,  Captain  Thomas,\s  acquitted  of  charges  against 

him, 759 

;SbreZ,  the  Canada  Array  retreat  to,         -         .         .     450 

A  Council  of  War  determine  to  take  post  at,     455 

And  to  hold  possession,      ...         -     628 

General  Thompson's  account  of  affairs  at,    -     684 

State  of  the  Camp  at,       -         -         -         -     826 

Sullivan's  Lettere  from,      -         -         -    921,  1036 

Desperate  condition  of  things  at,         -         -     976 

Schuyler  advises  Sullivan  to  retreat  from,      -     927 

Soura'out,  ridicule  of  the  contract  for,    -         -         -       34 

Shameful  waste  of  Money  for,    -         -      318,319 

Southampton,  (Mass.,)  Vote  of,  on  Independence,    -     704 

New-York,  Census  of,       -         -         -         -1240 

South- Carolina,  feelings  inspired  by  new  Government 

of, 489 

Presentments  of  the  Grand-Jury  for  Cheraw  s 

District, 514 

Virginia  permits  the  recruit  of  Soldiers  for,  - 1551, 

1567, 1581 
Certain  Troops  of,  taken  into  Continental  pay,  1715 
Southerland,  Ransome,   North-Carolina   repays  ad- 
vances to,    -         -         -         -         -         -  1446 

Southold,  (New-York,)  Census  of,         -         -         -  1247 
Sovereigns,  annals  of  English,  examined,         -         -     140 
Sovereignty,  Mr.  Burke's  definition  of,  -         -         -     176 
Spain,  the  interference  of,  unnecessary,  -         -         -         9 
Sparta,  to  Athens,  as  France  to  England,       -         -       96 
Spartanus,  on  the  Interests  of  America,  -         -     994 

Speaker,  Mr.,  reports  the  King's  Speech  to  House  of 

Commons,  -         -         -        -         -  18, 60 

Made  to  personate  Mr.  Hancock,         -         -     181 
'  '        "  '     '"  -        -    388 

1 
-  27 
Address  in  reply  to,  moved,  -  -  .  3 
Not  the  King's  sentiments,  -  -  -  34 
The  King's,  proroguing  Parliament,  -  -  388 
Of  President  of  Georgia  to  Congress  thereof,  718 
Made  to  the  Indians,  in  Congress,  -  -  1701 
Specie,  New-Jersey  regulation  concerning  Gold  and 

Silver, 468 

Speedwell,  prize  sloop,  sale  of,  by  Virginia  Conven- 
tion,   1592 

Sphinx,  damage  done  on  board  the,        ...  1206 
Spicer,  Abel,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,   873 

Spicer,  Jamts,  appointed  Ensign  of  North-Carolina 

Milhia,        ------  1449 

Spies,  the  Commissionere  sent  out  as,     -         -         -     385 
Rules  and  Articles  of  War  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on,    -         -         -         -         -         -  1706 

Resolves  of  Congress  on  Report,         -         -  1720 
Spinning  Machine,  furnished  to  each  County  in  Penn- 
sylvania,    ------     856 

Spooncr,  Walter,  an  Order  to,       -         -         -        -     540 

Spotsylvania,  (Virginia,)  Proceedings  of  Committee 

of, 983 

Springfield,  (Massachusetts,)  Resolves  of  Commit- 
tee of,         -----         -  1254 

Squire,  Captain,  movements  of,  in  the  Chesapeake,      420 
Staats,  Colonel,  arrival  of  his  Regiment  at  St.  Johns,     592 
Stack,  Joseph,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  IMarvland  Mi- 
litia,      '    -         -  1483 

Stade,  Hanoverian  transports  from,         -         -         -     111 
Stadler,  John,  Virginia  pays  additional  sum  to,  as  En- 
gineer,        -        -         -        -  -  1552 


His  Address  to  the  King,  - 
Speech,  the  King's,  to  Parliament, 

"  False  facts"  in,  pointed  out, 
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Staff,  great  expense  of  the  Military,  in  America,     -     237 
Stamp  Act,  despotism  of  the,        -         -         -         -       14 

Effect  of  its  enactment  and  repeal  in  America,     125 
Weakness  of  Ministers  in  relation  to  the,       -     147 
Opposition  to,  originated  in  England,  -         -     150 
State  of  affairs  previous  to  tiie,  -         -         -     167 
Standard,  Motto  for  a  Colonial,    -         -         -         -     485 

S(an/iqpe,  Mr.,  attack  of,  on  Ministers,  -         -         -     114 
Stanhope,  Midshipman,  (prisoner,)  escape  and  recap- 
ture of,        -----         - 

Letter  from,  to  Massachusetts  Council, 
Stanley,  Lord,  vouches  for  the  Manchester  Addresses, 

Replies  to  Lord  George  Cavendish,     - 
Stanley,  Mr.,  positions  of,  denied. 

Supports  employment  of  Foreign  Troops,     - 
Stanley,  Nathaniel,  punished  by  Court-Martial, 
Stanley,   Gad,   appointed   Captain   of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Stanton,  Captain,  deaths  in  the  Company  of,  - 
Stanton,  Theodore,  Captain  of  row-galley  Shark,     - 
Recommends  Amos  Stanton  as  Lieutenant  of 
Marines,      ------ 

Stanton,  Amos,  is  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Marines, 
Stanton,  Isattc,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Starr,  Josiah,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Con- 
necticut Militia,    -         -         -         -         - 

Starr,  Daniel,  appointed  Major  of  Horse,  Connecti- 
cut Militia,  ----- 

State-House,  Philadelphia,  Meeting  of  citizens  at,    - 
Staten-Island,  British  Fleet  anchor  near. 

The  enemy  make  a  descent  upon. 
States,  Virginia  resolves  to  declare  the  Colonies  Inde- 
pendent,     ------ 

5<a<«te,  Mr.  Burke's  pattern,         -         -         -         - 

Steadman,  James,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 

Stebbins,  Nehemiah,  Moderator  at  Greenwich,  Mas- 
sachusetts, ------ 

Stedman,  Charles,  papers  of,  seized  at  New- York,    - 
Steel,  James,  appointed  Ensign  of  Maryland  Militia, 
Steel,  William,  committed  to  Jail  by  New-Jersey  Con- 
gress,          -         -  ,      - 
Steenrod,  Cornelius,  Letter  from,  to  New-York  Con- 
gress,      993,1341 

Stephen,  conditions  on  which  he  obtained  the  Throne,     140 
Stephen,  Mr.,  proposal  to  exchange,       -         -         - 
Sterrett,  John,  Captain  of  Independent  Company  in 

Maryland, 

Steven,  James,  proclaimed  disaffected  by  Virginia,    - 
Stevens,  John,  resignation  of,         -         -         -         - 

Stevens,  Thomas,  suspicions  against,       -         -         - 
Stevens,  Simon,  chosen  Brigade-Major,  -         -         - 
Stevens,  Captain,  sent  to  Montreal  from  Sorel, 
Stevens,  Aaron,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia,        .         .         .         -         . 
Stevenson,  Dr.,  Baltimore  Committee  bring  charges 
against,        ------ 

Is  made  to  give  security,  he,     -         -  1463,  1464 
Stevenson,  Hugh,  examined  by  New- York  Commit- 
tee,     1161 

Stevenson,  Colonel,  introduced  by  Washington,         -  1272 
Appointed  by  Congress  Colonel  of  Riflemen,  1724 
Steward,  Stephen,  Clerk  to  Annapolis  Committee,  -  1063 
Steward,  James,  appointed  Ensign  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia, ------- 

Stewart,  Doctor,  appointed  to  attend  the  sick  at  Sorel, 
Stewart,   Walter,  appointed  Aid-de-Camp  to  Gates, 
Stewart,  Captain,  fraud  committed  by,  - 
Stewart,  Alexander,Vemon  of,  to  Virginia  Conven- 
tion, ------- 

A  Pension  granted  to,       -         -  _      - 
Steicart,  John,  appointed  Captain  of  Marines, 
Stibbins,  Josiah,  Recantation  of,  - 
Still,  Isaac,  Indian  Interpreter,      .         -         -         - 
Stillwater,  detention  of  Provisions  at,     -        .-         " 
Stirling,  Lord,  is  ordered  to  the  Highlands  to  inspect. 
Departure  of,  from  New-York,  -         -         - 
Report  of  his  inspection,    -         -         -         - 

His  plan  for  fortifying  the  Highlands,  - 
Letters  to,  from  Colonel  Livingston,     -     818 
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Stirling,  Lord,  Letters  to,  from  Colonel  Ritzeraa,  -  1056 
He  offers  his  aid  to  sound  the  Hudson,         -   1359 
Is  admitted  before  New-York  Congress,        -  1425 
Stiles,  Richard,  appomted  a  Captain  of  New-Jersey 

Continentals,        -----  1639 
Resignation  of,         -         -         -         -         -   1653 
Stock,  Congress  urges  removal  of,  from  seaboard,     -     741 
Removal  of,  from  Islands,  ordered  by  New- 
York,  1109 

Washington  orders  removal  of,  from  the  Jersey 

shores,        .--..-  1134 
New-Jersey  Convention  take  order  in  relation 

to, 1651 

Stockbridge,  (Mass.,)  Vote  of,  on  Independence,      -     649 
Stockholm,  Aaron,  Letter  from,  to  New- York  Con- 
gress, ------     584 

iSlocKno- i^artory,  established  in  Maryland,     -         -  1501 
Stockton,  Benjamin,  appointed  Surgeon's  Mate,  New- 
Jersey  Militia, 1627 

Stockton,  Mr.  (Delegate,)  sends  Resolve  of  Congress 

to  New-Jersey, 1659 

Stockton,  Joseph,  is  allowed  time  to  answer  charges 

against  him,          -         -         -         -         -166L 
Takes  the  Test  and  is  released,  -         -         -  1665 
Stoddard,  Captain,  fate  of  his  Company  in  Canada,     430 
Stoddard,  Jonathan,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 871 

Stone,  Thomas,  one  of  the  Maryland  Delegates  in 

Congress,    ------     755 

Storekeepers,  pay  allowed  to  Military,  -         -         -   1682 
Storer,  Mr.,  opposes  Motion  for  an  Address,  -     240 

iS/orc*,  Return  of  Artillery,  at  Albany,  -         -     417 

Account  of  Ordnance,  Sic,  in  Highlands,     -     677 
Stoughtonburgh,  Jacobus,  Engineer  of  Firemen,  of 

City  of  New- York,       -         -         -         -  140 

Stout,  Cornelius,  appointed  Major  of  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1625 

Stout,  Harman,  appointed  Lieutenant  by  Congress,  1705 
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With  the  Prince  of  Hesse-Cassel,  -  -  276 
With  the  Prince  of  Waldeck,    -        -         -    356 

Treaties,  Debate  on  the  German,  -        -      277, 290 

Congress  appoint  a  Committee  to  prepare  a 
plan  of,       -----         - 

Trenton,  Extract  of  a  Letter  dated  at,  - 

New-Jersey  Congress  meet  at,   -         -         - 

Tritchinopoly,  the  Battle  of,         -         -         -         - 

Trois  Rivieres,  (See  "  Three  Rivers") 

Trooj}s,  the  King  speaks  of  employing  Foreign, 
Electoral,  substituted  at  Gibraltar, 
British, "  invincible,"         -         -         .         . 
The  right  of  sending,  to  America,  disputed, 
Proper  men  for  supplying,  .         -         . 

Tendency  of  Foreign,  standing, 
The  most  dangerous,  the  King's  Subjects,     - 
Pay  given  to  the  German,  -         .         . 

Mr.  Hartley's  Speech  on  Foreign, 
Motion  to  clothe  the  Foreign,  with   British 
manufacture,         _         .         -         .         . 
The  German,  to  be  "double-officered," 
Congress  equalize  the  pay  of  Continental,     - 

Trowbridge,  John,  Jan.,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Con- 
necticut Militia,    -         -         -         -         - 

Tnickmaster,  appointment  of  a,  asked  for. 

Report  from  the,  to  Massachusetts  Assembly,  1033 

TrumbulJ,  Joseph,  Letter  to,  from  John  Hancock,  -  409 
Letter  to,  from  Washington,  -  .  -  770 
His  Letters  to  President  of  Congress,  -         -    790, 

938, 1021, 1052 
Letter  from,  to  James  Warren,  -  -  -  816 
Letter  from,  to  New-York  Congress,  -  -  1313 
He  complains  of  inadequate  allowance,  -  789 
His  Memorial  to  Congress,  ...  1673 
Congress  act  favourably  on  his  Memorial,  -  1682 
President  is  ordered  to  pay  the  Drafts  of,       -  1713 

Trumbull,  Govemour,  recommends  Colonel  Water- 
bury,  -        -         -         -         -         -     436 

Issues  a  Proclamation  for  Embargo,     -         -     483 
Commodore  Hopkins  gives  an  Order  on,  for 
Cannon,      --....     539 

Congress  call  on,  for  Militia,       -         .         -     "08 
His  Correspondence  with — 

Captain  Harding,     .         -         .        -         .    470, 

482,  503,  53],  981,  1113,  1204 

Commodore  Hopkins,        ....     540 

President  of  Congress,      -         -         .         -    600, 
797,  944,  973,  997,  1048 
Colonel  Huntington,  ...    725,  1235 

General  Washington,  791, 1253,  1275,  1032,  1124 
Captain  Stanton,  .  -  -  .  .  828 
Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jun.,  -  -  -  .  844 
Virginia  Convention,  -  .  .  .  902 
General  Schuyler,  943,  1071,  1126,  1203,  1222 
General  Wooster's  Lady,  -  -  -  .  945 
John  Watson,  -    '    -         -         -         -  1014 

John  Bradford, 1042 

Thaddeus  Burr,  -  -  -  -  -1127 
Samuel  Smedley,      -         -         -.-         -1127 

D.  Galusha, 1151,1276 

Colonel  Seymour, 1276 
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Trumbull,  Governour — 

Letter  to,  from  Dr.  Wheelock,    -         -         .  1276 
Letter  from,  to  New- York  Congress,    -         -  1398 
Trumbull,  Jonathan,  Jun.,  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gress,         ".       "   .     -         -        -         -  537 
Trumbull,  Asaph,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 874 

Tryon,  Govemour,  his  information  to  Board  of  Trade, 

questioned,  -         -         -         -         -         -158 

Evidence  of  communication  with,  -  -  570 
He  bribes  the  Mayor  of  New- York,  -  -  1054 
The  plot  in  New-York  traced  to,  -  -  1118 
Tryon  County,  (New-York,)  fear  of  the  Indians  in,  609 
Measures  against  the  Tories  of,  -  -  -  645 
Petition  of  Committee  of,  to  New- York  Con- 
gress,            1136 

Deputies  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,         -  1310 
Tucker,  Captain,  Prizes  captured  by,    -         -         -  40I 
Tucker,  Samuel,  President  of  New-Jersey  Commit- 
tee of  Safety, 468 

Letter  from,  to  Washington,       -         -      500,814 
His  Address  to  Inhabitants  of  New-Jersey,  -  907 
Letters  from,  to  President  of  Congress,    968,  1141 
Letter  from,  to  New- York  Congress,  -         -  1233 
Chosen  President  of  New-Jersey  Convention,  1616 
Tucker,  Benjamin,  arrives  with  a  load  of  Salt  in  New- 
Jersey,        ---...  691 
Allowed  by  Congress  to  export  his  cargo,     -  1696 
Thicker,  Gideon,  appointed   Ensign  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Tucker,  fVilliam,  appointed  Captain  of  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1624 

Appointed  Sheriff  of  Hunterdon,         -         -  1651 

Tudor,  George,  appointed  Captain  by  Congress,      -  1705 

Tuffnal,  Mr.,  opposes  the  Resolution  for  Supplies,  -  318 

Tvffts,  Capto'n,  ordered  to  join  General  Armstrong,  1189 

Tally,  Christian,  premium  to,  for  Spinning-Machine,  856 
Tunlcy,  Leonard,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, 1470 

Tunsiall,  Richard,  Clerk  to  King  St  Queen  County 

(Virginia)  Committee,  -         -         -         -  881 

Tunstall,  T.,  Clerk  to  Halifax  (Virginia)  Committee,  984 
Tupper,  Samuel,  Clerk  to  Machias  (Massachusetts) 

Committee,           .....  575 
Tupper,  Colonel  Benjamin,  Letters  from,  to  Wash. 

ington,        ....     476,  709,  lOlI 

Letter  to,  from  R.  H.  Harrison,           .         .  445 

Tumbull,  Captain,  (prisoner,)  enlarged  on  parole,  -  1644 

Turner,  Mr.  Charles,  his  Speech  on  the  Militia  Bill,  78 

Turner,  Isaac,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 871 

Turner,  Israel,  appointed  First  Lieutenant  of  Frigate,  1 699 
T^irrfe,  Lord  North's,  presented  to  Hancock,  -  -  713 
Tuscarora,  talk  of  a.  Chief,  ....  502 
Letter  from.  Chiefs,  to  Henry  Wisner,  -  710 
Tussell,  William,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 872 

Tuthill, ,  appointed  Major  of  First  New- York 

Battalion, 408 

Tyler,  Samuel,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,    872 

Tyrannicide,  the  Massachusetts  armed  vessel,           -  456 

Tyranny,  Lord  Camden's  view  of,          -         -         -  166 

Tyrant,  a,  "  the  woi-st  of  wild  beasts,"  -         -         -  374 

Tyringham,  Mass.,  Vote  of,  on  Independence,         -  700 

7^5071,  J5J?jsArt,  Proposals  of,  to  make  Gunpowder,    -  1115 

Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of,  898, 

900-1071,1113,1272 
Cadwalader  Colden's  Letter  to  Committee  of,  1112 
Double  Returns  of  Deputies  from,  to  New- 
York  Congress,     -----  1333 

Letter  to  Committee  of,  from  New- York  Con- 
gress,         ......  1349 

Ulterior  Convention,  with  the  Prince  of  Hesse-Cassel,  358 
Umphrey.  James,  appointed  Captain  of  New-York 

Militia, 1316 

Underhill,  Nathaniel,  is  summoned  before  New- York 

Congress,    .--...  1181 

Union,  the  importance  of,  inculcated,      ...  509 
Questions  in  Philadelphia  of  supporting  the 

Assembly  or  the,  -        -        -        -        -  521 
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United  Colonics,  Address  to  the  Inliabitants  of  the,  1059 
Maryland  agrees  to  declare  them  Independent,  1491 
Congress  declare  them  Independent  States,  -  1728 

United  Provinces,  the  revolt  of,  compared  to  that  of 

the  Colonies,        -         -         -         -         -       51 
Were  lost  by  Philip's  tenacity,   -         -         -       80 

United  States,  first  so  named,  in  New-Jersey  Conven- 
tion,   1663 

Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Seal  for  the,  1732 

University,  intemperate  Address  of  the  Oxford,        -       82 

Upper-Marlborough,  Md.,  Court-Martial  ordered  at,  1484 

Usurpation,  the  tyranny  towards  America  a  disgrace 

to, 58 

Vacancies,  Congress  call  on  Washington  for  a  list  of,  1724 

Vance,  David,  appointed  Ensign  of  North-Carolina 
Mihtia, 

Vandenberg,  Adam,  appointed  Ensign  of  New- York 
Militia, 

Vandenberg,  Henry,  appointed  Lieutenant  by  Coa 
gress,  -         -         -      _  - 

Vanderwenter,  Jacob,  appointed  Captain  of  New-Jer- 
sey Militia,  -         -         -         .         . 

Van  Alstyne,  Mr.,  examined  before  New- York  Com- 
mittee,        ...... 

Van  Banschoten,  Elias,  appointed  Captain  by  Con- 
gress, -----. 

Vanbibber,  Isaac,  money  offered  to,  for  a  Powder- 
Mill, 

Vanbibber,  Abraham,  Letter  to,  from  the  Maryland 

Council  of  Safety,         -        -        -    985,  1257 

Van  Brunt,  Hendriclc,  appointed  Major  of  New-Jer- 
sey Militia,  ------ 

Van  Campen,  Benjamin,  Associators  meet  at  house  of, 

Van  Dyke,  Matthew,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New- 
York  Militia, 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  appointed  Ensign  of  New-York 
Militia, 

Van  Hoese,  Ryner,  Petitions  for  discharge  of. 

Van  Hook,  Lieutenant,  Order  for  trial  of, 

Van  Home,  Cornelius,  Testimony  of,  in  Tea-case,  1361-2 

Van  Home,  Augustus,  Letter  from,  considered  in  the 
New- York  Congress,     -         -         -         - 
Ordered  to  be  brought  before  the  Congress,  - 
Signs  Association  and  is  discharged,     - 

Van  Orden, ,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New 
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-  1353 


York  Militia 
Van  Rensselaer,  Henry,  elected  Major  by  New- York 
Congress,    ------ 

Van  Rensselaer,  Philip,  return  of  Stores  from. 
Arms,  &.C.,  ordered  to  be  delivered  to,  - 
Letter  to,  from  Washington,        .         -         - 
Van  Rensselaer,  Robert,  Letter  from  a  Prisoner  to, 
Van  Schaick,  Colonel  Goose,  Regiment  of,  without 

men, 502,566 

Washington's  remarks  on  Return  of,    - 
Schuyler's  explanations  concerning,     - 
Return  of  his  Regiment,   -         -         -         - 

Van  Sweringen,  Captain,  Company  of,  taken  into 
pay,  ------- 

Van  Voorst,  Cornelius,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel 
of  New-Jersey  Militia,  -         -         -         - 

Van  Waggener,  Lieutenant,  hemrer  of  Despatches  to 

Washington,         .         -         .         -         . 

Van  Waggener,  Garret,  appointed  a  Lieutenant  by 

Congress,    - 
Van  Wyck,  Theodore,  reports  Proceedings  of  Loan 

Office, 

Varick,  Richard,  Secretary  to  General  Schuyler. 
Letter  from,  to  Washington, 
Letter  to,  from  John  Lansing,    - 
Varnum,  Colonel,  the  Petition  of,  referred  to  General 

Ward, 

General  Ward's  Letter  on  the  case  of, 
A  Court  of  Inquiry  on  the  complaint  of, 
Washington  disapproves  the  finding  of  the 
Court, 
Vaught,  Christopher  and  John,  fined  by  New-Jersey 
Convention,         .         .         -         -         - 
Veazey,  Captain  Edward,  ordered  to  furnish  a  guard. 
Further  Orders  to,  from  Maryland  Council  of 
Safety, 
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Venice,  degeneration  of  the  Government  of,    -         -     752 
Vernon,  Thomas,  petitions  New- York  Congress  for  a 

discharge, 1354 

Versailles,  speculations  on  the  Court  of,  .         .         5 

Vestry,  Memorial  of  the  New- York,  to  the  Congress,     627 

Virginia,  Lord  Chatham's  Plan  approved  by,         -     132 

Preparations  of,  for  resistance,    -         -         -     241 

Delegates  of,  propose  Independence  in  Con- 

gress,_ 807 

Virginia  Committee  of  Safety,  Proceedings  of,      405,  721 
Letters  to  the,  ....      408,  682 

Virginia  Convention,  to  the  Maryland  Convention,  -     461 
Declare  for  Independence,  ... 

Resolve  of,  regarding  Governour  Eden, 
Address  to,  by  a  Native,  -         -         .         . 
Resolves  of,  sent  to  Pennsylvania  Assembly, 
Letter  from  Governour  of  Connecticut  to,     - 
President  of,  to  the  Delegates  in  Congress,  - 
Elect  Delegates  to  Congress,      -         -         . 
Resolves  of,  on  the  Transylvania  Lands, 
Resolution  of,  read  in  the  New- York  Con- 
gress 
Letter  of  Acknowledgment  to,  from  the  New- 
York  Congress,    ... 
Controversy  of,  with  Maryland,  - 

821,  1493,  1505,  1544 
Resolution  of,  read  in  the  New-Jersey  Con- 
gress,   1618 

Proceedings  of,  -  -  -  -1509-1616 
Visscher,  Matthew,  Secretary  to  Albany  Committee,  398 
Letter  from,  to  Committee  of  German  Flats,  574 
Is  recommended  by  Albany  Committee,  -  901 
Visscher,  Major  John,  recommended  for  promotion,  -  726 
Is  recommended  by  Congress  to  New- York 

Convention, 1719 

Is  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel,         -         -  1009 
Volunteers,  New- York  Committee  recommend  the 

raising  of,    -         -         -         -         -         -  1382 

Vosburg,  Captain  H.,  queer  story  about  Company 

of, 504 

Fyner,  iWr.,  Replies  to  Sir  J.  Mawbey,  -         -         -     318 
His  devotion  to  Ministers,  -         -         -         -     373 

Can  no  longer  support  "«t«;A  Ministers,"      -     385 

Waddell,  Alexander,  recommended  as  Ensign,         -     464 

The  Deposition  of,  -         -         -         -         -     805 

Waddell,  Captain  Henry,  resignation  of,  of  New-Jer- 
sey, -        -        -         -         -        -        -  1635 

Wade,  Elisha,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Wade,  Nehemiah,  appointed  a  Major  of  New-Jersey 

Militia,        -        -        -        -        -        -  1645 

Wadman,  Lieutenant,  assigned  to  limits  on  parole,  -  1661 
Wadsworth,  James,  Jun.,  appointed  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral of  Connecticut  Militia,      -         -         -     871 
Wager,  Sir  Charles,  Anecdote  of,  ...     233 

Wagoners,  accused  of  frauds  in  transportation,  -     502 

General  Schuyler's  Defence  of,  -         -         -     910 
^Fa^onmasi^er,  Schuyler  defends  his,      -         -         -     911 
Wake,  Drury,  committed  to  Jail  by  the  New- Jersey 

Convention,  .....  1649 

Adjudged  to  pay  the  costs  of  prosecution,    -  1650 
Waldeck,  Treaty  with  the  Prince  of,      -         -         -     356 
Walker,  George,  the  examination  of,  read  in  House 

of  Commons,        .....     204 

Walker,  Lieutenant  Silas,  ordered  for  trial  by  Court- 
Martial,      525,761 

He  is  acquitted  by  the  Court,    -         -         -  1144 

Walker,  Charles,  Petition  and  Accounts  of,    -         -     950 

Congress  pay  him  for  sloop  Endeavour,        -   1699 

Walker,  Richard,  proclaimed  in  Virginia  disaffected,     984 

Walker,  Richard,  Petitions  New-Jersey  Convention 

for  leave  to  be  neutral. 
Walker,  James,  ordered  for  trial  by  Virginia  Conven 

tion, 
Wallace,  Hugh,  Correspondence  of,  with  Governour 
Skene.        ..---- 
Wallen,  William,  (of  Maryland,)  Depositions  against, 
Arrested  and  sent  to  Council  of  Safety, 
Ordered  to  give  security, 


Walpole,  Hon.  Thomas,  opposes  Lord  North's  Bill, 
Walpole,  (Massachusetts,)  Vote  of,  on  Independeii 
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Walpole,  (New-Hampshire,)  Selectmen  of,  to  Com- 
mittee of  Safety, 1139 

Wakingham,  Hon.  R.  B.,  supports  Mr.  Burke's  Bill,  180 

Walton,  George,  a  Delegate  from  Georgia,      -         -  903 

Wanderwoordt,  Jean,  Secret  Committee  apply  to,   -  618 

fFar,  character  of  the,  witli  America,      -      14,  15,  21,  55 

Secrecy  the  life  and  essence  of,  -         -         -  163 

Horroui-s  of  a  Civil,  depicted,     -         -         -  171 

Social  and  constitutional,  -         -         -         -  232 

English  opinions  on  the  American,      -         -  509 

War-Office,  arrangements  of,  criticised,           -         -  40 

Congress  determine  to  establish  a.       -         -  884 

Washington's  opmion  of  the  importance  of  a,  991 

Ward,  General,  Letters  to  and  from  Washington,    -  396, 

401,  4.36,  494,  513,  532,  602,  606, 

697,  727,  770,  926,  929, 931,  1000, 

1040,  1083,  1143,  1151,  1196 

Congress  consent  to  his  resignation,     -         -  424 

Letters  to  and  from  R.  H.  Harrison,    -         -  478, 

507,  743,  793 

Letter  from,  to  President  of  Congress,          -  495 

Call  upon,  for  Military  Stores,    -         .         -  584 

Letter  to,  from  James  Warren,  -'        -         -  801 

Letter  from,  to  Massachusetts  Council,         -  917 

Letter  to,  from  Governour  Weare,       -         -  1 139 

Ward,  Henry,  Secretary  to  Rhode-Island  Assembly,  531 
JVard,  Richard,  appointed  an  Ensign  of  Maryland 

Militia,        -         -         -         -         -         -  1140 

Ward,  Samuel,  Testimony  of,  in  case  of  Gautier,     1360-1 
Wardell,  Jacob,  Order  for  commitment  of,  of  New- 
Jersey,        ------  1655 

Wardell,  Joseph  and  Peter,  required  to  give  bonds,  -  1655 
Ware,  Francis,  Letter  from,  to  Maryland  Council  of 

Safety, 630 

Warner,  Colonel,  conduct  of,  as  to  Bounty-money,  -  588 
Warner,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 874 

H'amer,  CofoncZ,  of  the  Green-Mountain  Boys,         -  1220 

Warner,  John,  appointed  Captain  of  Privateer,         -  1426 
/rarran/,  forms  of,  in  New-York,          -           1153,1172 
Forms  of,  in  Maryland,     -         -            1459,  1488 

Warren,  Dr.,  patriotick  death  of,  -         -         -         -  369 

Warren,  James,  Correspondence  of,  with    Elbridge 

Gerry,         ------  517^ 

605,  813,  829,  1067,  1212 

Letter  from,  to  Massachusetts  Council,         -  553 

Letter  to,  from  James  Sullivan,  -         -         -  712 

Letter  to,  from  Meshech  Weare,          -         -  1138 

Letter  to,  from  General  Ward,  -         -         -  801 

Letter  to,  from  Josepli  Trumbull,        -    816,  1212 

Warren,  Stephen,  Moderator  at  Gageborough,          -  703 

Warren,  Prize  captured  by  Schooners  Lee  and,       -  771 

Warren,  Henry,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia,        -         -         -        -         -         -  872 

Warwick,  allusion  to  the  King-maker,    -         -         -  35 

Washington,  complimented  by  Colonel  Barre,          -  40 

Vanquished  by  Indians  on  the  Ohio  1  -         -  42 

A  compliment  to,  from  Mr.  Burke,      -         -  100 

Two  French  gentlemen  hold  conference  with,  322 

Conduct  of,  on  the  evacuation  of  Boston,     -  369 

His  liberality  praised  by  a  prisoner,     -         -  487 
He  and  Mrs.  Washington  invited  to  reside  with 

Hancock,    ------  53.3 

Reaches  Amboy  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  543 

Arrival  of,  at  Philadelphia,         .         -         -  558 

Private  Letter  of,  to  his  brother  John  A.,     -  631 

His  Lady  undergoes  inoculation,          -         -  632 
The  President  presents  the  thanks  of  Congress 

to, 688 

He  returns  to  New- York,  -  -  -  -  741 
Address  of  several  Committees  to,  -  -  744 
Mrs.  Lamb's  Memorial  to,  .  -  -  839 
Thanks  of  Rhode-Island  Assembly  voted  to,  1000 
One  of  the  Guards  concerned  in  Plot  against,  1054 
He  signs  the  Warrant  for  execution  of  Hickey,  1119 
Address  of  the  Second  New- York  Brigade  to,  1 135 
A  private  Letter  to,  from  Watertown,  -  -  1 14.3 
He  orders  the  Mayor  of  New-York  to  be  ar- 
rested,           1158 

Thanks  of  New- York  Congress  voted  to,     -  1386 

He  accepts  their  Invitation  to  a  Dinner,       -  1398 


Washington,  Toasts  drank  at  the  Publick  Dinner  to,   1415 
Congress  requests  his  presence  at  Philadel- 
phia,   1671 

Is  empowered  to  employ  an  Assistant  Clerk,  1680 
He  attends  in  Congress  and  a  Committee  is 
appointed  to  confer  with,        -         .         -  1684 
Correspondence  of,  with — 

Matthew  Adgate,  -----  433 
General  Arnold,       -         -         -         .    389,1107 

William  Bartlett, 821 

Colonel  J.  Bayley,  -  -  -  -  611,1068 
Henry  Broonifield,  -----  1067 
Dr.  William  Burnet,  -         -         -         -  1141 

Duncan  Campbell,  (a  prisoner.)  -      410,555 

Landon  Carter, 389 

Ensign  Clayes,  -----  430 
Colonel  James  Clinton,  -  -  -  .  537, 
1031,  10.39,  1068,  1111,1135 
The  Highlands  Commissionei-s,  -  -  .  792 
Governour  Cooke,  -  -  -  .  436, 999 
Thomas  Cushing,  -----  397 
Lieutenant  Davison,  of  sloop  Schuyler,        -  1111 

Isaac  Eliott, 1252 

Committee  of  Essex,  New-Jersey,  -  1039,  1262 
Captain  of  Franklin's  Guard,  -  -  -  1142 
General  Gates,  -----  1052 
General  Greene,  -  -  .  .  536,1055 
Colonel  R.  Gridley,  -         -         -         .     439 

Captain  B.  Gould, 1016 

Matthew  Griswold, 1075 

John  Hancock,        -----    408, 

423,  433,  468,  472,  490,  500,  506, 

523,  5.33,  688,  713,  740,  741,  757, 

767,  789,  811,  812,  837,  844,  890, 

919,  9.34,  937,  948,  973,  991,  1009, 

1011,  1035,  1065,  1081,  1101,  1108, 

1117,  11.32,  1134,  1142,  1193,  12-33, 

1258,  1263,  1272 

Colonel  Edward  Hand,     -         -         -         -     993 

Joseph  Hawley,       -----  1015 

Commodore  Hopkins,        -         -         -      430, 551 

Mark  Hopkins, 582 

Lady  Johnson,  -----  930 
John  Langdon,  -  -  -  -  -  501 
General  Lee,  -  -  -  -  405,420,1183 
Richard  H.  Lee,  -  -  -  -  500, 834 
Colonel  H.  B.  Livingston,  -  445,  536,  817 
General  William  Livingston,  -  -  1135,  1262 
Rev.  James  Lyon,  -----  484 
Colonel  Alexander  McDougall,  -  -  -  909 
Colonel  Lachlan  Mcintosh,  .  -  .  709 
Massachusetts  Assembly,  -  -  -  -  1 1 23 
Massachusetts  Council,  -  -  -  -  477 
General  Hugh  Mercer,  -  -  -  -  1263 
General  Thomas  MifBin,  -  -  -  -1214 
Robert  Morris,  -  -  -  -  421,475 
Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Hampshire,  -  478 
Congress  of  New- York,  -  490,  507,  533,  742, 
839,  909,  1110,  1317,  1400,  1409,  1436 

William  Palfrey, 926 

Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,         -     938 

Captain  Charles  Pond,      -         -         -         -     974 

General  Israel  Putnam,       -  -         -    534, 

535,  543,  562,  584,  605,  633,  671,  689 

Valentine  Rathbun,  .         -         .         -     504 

Captain  Sackett  and  others,        .         -         -     840 

General  Schuyler,    -         -         -         -         -411, 

416,  428,  449.  469,  479,  544,  564, 

578,  581,  586,  608,  639,  742,  795, 

819,  837,  894,  910,  925,  926,  939, 

974,  992,  1053,  1057,  1102, 1111, 

1121,  1199,  1217 

Major  Peter  Schuyler,       -         -         .         -     792 

Colonel  Isaac  Sears,  -         -         -         -     435 

Walter  Spooner, 1227 

Lord  Stirling, 672 

Dr.  Samuel  Stringer,         -         -       417,  469,  535 

Jonathan  Sturges,     -         -         -         .      455, 477 

General  Sullivan,     -----    412, 

449,  479,  490,  502,'693,  839,  921, 

927,  938,  10.36,  1219,  1220,  1221 
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Washington,  Correspondence  of,  with — 
General  John  Thomas, 
General  William  Thompson, 
Daniel  Tillinghast,  -         -         - 
Joseph  Trumbull,     -         -         . 
Governour  Trumbull, 
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453, 559 

448,  684 

-  1137 

-  770 

-  791, 


1032,  1124,  1253,  1275 
Samuel  Tucker,  -  .  -  .  500, 814 
Colonel  Tupper,  -  ■  -  -  476,709,1011 
Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  -  -  -  -  490 
Captain  Richard  Varick,  -  -  -  555,711 
General  Wadsworth,  -         -         -         -  1110 

General  Ward, 396, 

401,  436,  494,  513,  532,  602,  606, 

697,  727,  770,  926,  929, 931, 1000, 

1040,  1041,  1083,  1151,  1196 

Colonel  Waterbury,  ....     436 

William  Watson, 980 

Colonel  Anthony  Wayne,           _         .         -     448 
Colonel  Joshua  Wentworth,        -         -    909,  1227 
Washington,  John  A.,  private  Letter  to,  from  his  bro- 
ther,   631 

Wasp,  Schooner,  Prisoners  captured  by,  -         -     653 

Watchman,  A,  To  the  People  of  Massachusetts,  716,  830 

To  the  common  People  of  Pennsylvania,         787, 

835, 1047 
Waterbury,  Colonel  David,  Letter  to,  from  Washing- 
ton,     -    436 

Appointed  a  Brigadier-General  by  Connecti- 
cut,   -         - 871 

Waterbury,  Gideon,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 872 

Waterman,  Ezekiel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Con- 
necticut Militia, 873 

Waters,  Captain  Daniel,  large  Ship  captured  by,     -     801 
Waters,  StUworthy,  appointed  Major  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 871 

Waters,  George,  appointed  Captain  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia,   1483 

Watertoim,  the  Press  free  at,  Massachusetts,  -     242 

Vote  of,  on  Independence,         .         -         -     532 
Arrival  of  a  cargo  of  Sulphur  and  Salt  at,    -     698 
WatJcins,  Thomas,  a  soldier  at  New- York,  sentenced 

for  riot,       ......     427 

Waikins,  William,  appointed  Captain  of  Guard-boat 

at  Philadelphia,    .....     664 

Watldns,  John,  Clerk  to  Harwinton   (Connecticut) 

Committee,  .....     902 

Watson,  Admiral,  sent  to  India,    ....       38 

Watson,  William,  Letter  from,  to  Stephen  Moylan,  -  532 
Letter  from,  to  Washington,  ...  980 
Watson,  Brooke,  gives  information  to  the  Ministry,  -  686 
Watson,  John,  Letter  from,  to  Governour  Trumbull,  1014 
Watts,  John,  Letter  from,  to  New-York  Congress,  -  714 
Watts,  George,  committed  to  custody  of  the  Marshal 

of  New- York, 766 

Watts,  Robert,  Correspondence  of,  with  Schuyler,    -     913 
Watts,  Spencer,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  North-Ca- 
rolina Militia, 1446 

Watts,  John,  appointed  Cornet  of  Virginia  Horse,  -  1568 
Wayne,  Colonel  Anthony ,  Letter  from,  to  Washington,  448 
Good  conduct  of, -at  Trois  Rivieres,  -  -  828 
Ways  and  Means,  Resolution  to  consider  of,  -  -  104 
Weare,  Meshech,  Correspondence  of,  with — 

Colonel  Gushing,  ....  440,1089 
William  Whipple,  ...  -  489,  1023 
New-Hampshire  Delegates  in  Congress,        -    708, 

813,  888,  1082 

President  of  Congress,      ....     947 

General  Schuyler,    ....  1016,  1203 

Massachusetts  Assembly,  ....  1032 

James  Warren,         .....  1138 

General  Artemas  Ward,    ....  1139 

The  Selectmen  of  Rochester,     ...  1254 

Webb,  E.  E.,  (a  prisoner,)  a  complaint  from,  -         -     487 

Webb,  J.,  Wallace's  Letter  to,      -         -         -         -     550 

Webb,  S.  B.,  plan  submitted  by,  ....     563 

Webb,  Joseph,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 872 

Webb,  William,  appointed  Captain  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia,   1140 


Webb,  Samuel,  Jun.,  appointed  Ensign  of  Maryland 

Militia, 114Q 

Webb,  Samuel,  appointed  Aid-de-Camp  to  Washing- 
ton,    1146 

Wedderburn,  Mr.,  in  support  of  the  Address,  -  -  40 
His  Speech  on  the  Bill  of  Indemnity,  -  -  105 
He  supports  the  Previous  Question,  -  -  116 
Is  made  to  personate  Dr.  Franklin,  -  -  180 
Replies  to  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke,  -  -  185 
Weed,  Thaddeus,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 872 

Weems,  Colonel,  Orders  to,  from  Maryland  Council 

H7-1        °f  Safety, 1063 

Weibert,  I .  A.,  Congress  refer  him  to  Washington,  -  1721 

Weisenfels,  Colonel,  arrival  of,  at  Fort  George,         -  449 

Welch,  William,  acquitted  by  Court-Martial,  -         -  633 

His  Testimony  in  the  case  of  Hickey,          -  1085 
Wellfleet,  (Massachusetts,)  Petition  of  Inhabitants  of 

to  the  Council,     -         -         -         .         .611 

Wells,  Captain  George,  his  Company  made  Artillery,  583 
Wells,  Solomon,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 871 

Wells,  Hezekiah,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 873 

Wells,  Chester,  appointed  a  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 874 

Wells,  James,  appointed  Ensign  of  New- York  Militia,  1440 
Wendell,  Henry,  recommended  by  Albany  Commit- 
tee,   --.-...  901 
Wentworth,  Colonel  Joshua,  Letter  from,  to  Colonel 

Moylan, 6S1 

Letter  from,  to  Washington,       ...  1227 
Wert,  George,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Pennsylvania 

Rifles, 851 

West,  Martin,  appointed  Master  of  Ammunitron.yes- 

sel, 665 

West,  Ebenezer,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

West,  Nathaniel,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecti- 
cut Militia, 873 

Westbay,  Hugh,  Petition  of,  rejected  by  Baltimore 

Committee,          .....  146O 
Westchester,  (New-York,)  Proceedings  of  Committee 

of,  -----  .  816,  1055 
List  of  suspected  Persons  in,  .  -  .  1152 
Deputies  from,  to  Provincial  Congress,  -  1310 
Persons  in,  ordered  to  be  arrested,  -  -  1367 
Persons  in,  holding  office  from  the  King,  -  1369 
Resolutions  for  raising  a  Company  in,  .  1424 
Westjield,  (Massachusetts,)  Proceedings  of  Commit- 
tee of,         998 

Westford,  (Massachusetts,)  Proceedings  of  a  Joint- 
Committee  of,      -         -         -         -         -712 

West-Indies,  prosperity  of,  dependant  on  America,  -  38 
Petition  from  Inhabitants  of  the,          -         -  70 
Mr.  Innes's  plan  for  relieving,    ...  151 
Injurious  effects  of  Lord  North's  Bill  upon,  210,  225 
French  Ports  in,  open  to  Americans,            -  612 
Westminster,  meeting  of  Parliament  at,  -         -         -  1 
Westmoreland,  (Pennsylvania,)  Memorial  of  Commit- 
tee of,  to  Assembly,      -        -        -        -  858 

West-Point,  Lord  Stirling  reports  importance  of,      -  673 
Colonel  Livingston's  suggestions  relating  to,  818 
Wetherill,  Colonel  John,  Orders  of  New-Jersey  Con- 
vention to,  -        -        -        -        -        -  1656 

Resignation  of,         -         -         -         -         -  1657 

Wetmore,  Jacob,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, -  873 

Weymouth,  Viscount,  supports  employment  of  Foreign 

Troops, 94 

Opposes  the  Bill  of  Indemnity,  -  -  .  106 
Opposes  examination  of  Mr.  Penn,  -  -  121 
Is  made  Secretary  for  Southern  Department,  158 
Charges  Lord  Shelburne  with  disorder,  -  223 
Objects  to  receive  a  Petition,  ...  231 
Replies  to  Lord  Camden  and  Duke  of  Graf- 
ton,     312 

Replies  to  Lord  Lylteltnn,         -         -         -  341 

Opposes  Duke  of  Manchester's  Motion,       -  370 
Wheatly,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia,       ------  873 
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IVhcehr,  John,  suspected  of  supplying  the  enemy,   -  1033 
fVheekr,  Is;natius,  appointed.  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia,        -         -         -        -        -         -  1140 

Wheelock,  Dr.  E.,  Letter  from,  to  Governour  Trum- 
bull,   1276 

Wherry,  Evans,  appointed  Lieutenant  by  Congress,  -  1722 
Whetstone-Point,  a  call  for  an  account  of  the  expen- 
ditures at, 713 

Orders  regarding  vessels  sunk  at,  -  -  883 
Whigism,  its  aim  the  good  of  the  People,  -  -  45 
^fAi]g-5,  troubled  state  of  the  Irish,  -         -         -       39 

Basis  of  the  genuine  doctrine  of,  -         -     140 

Whigs  and  Tories,  distinction  between,  -         -         -       44 
A  Dream  about,       -----     505 
hVhipple,  fVilUam,  Correspondence  of,  with — 

Governour  Weare,   -         -         -         -  489,  1 023 
John  Langdon,         -         -  1021-1030,  1050 

JVhipjple,  Captain  Abraham,  Pi-oceedings  of  Court- 

Martial  on,  - 552 

Ordered  by  Marine  Board  to  Philadelphia,  -     886 
Commodore  Hopkins's  Orders  to,      931,  972,  999 
White,  Bennet,  honourably  acquitted  of  disaffection,  -     722 
White,  Mark,  Representative  from  Acton,  (Massa- 
chusetts,)     702 

Whitcombe,  John,  elected  by  Congress  Brigadier- 
General,     1697 

A  Commission  sent  to,      -         -         -         -     723 

He  declines  accepting,      -         .         .         -  1041 

White-Eyes,  Captain,  Hoi-se  of,  claimed,         -         -     475 

White-Fish,  a  Message  from  the  Chief,  -         -         -     542 

Whitehill,  John,  President  of  the  Lancaster  Battalion 

rneeting, 787 

White-Plains,  New- York  Congress  adjourn  to,  -  1444 
White  Rose,  ridicule  of  the  Junto  of  the,  -  -  35 
Whiting,  Dr.,  Eldad  Taylor  takes  the  advice  of,  -  575 
Uniting,  IViUiam,  (wounded  soldier,)  Congress  grant 

money  to, 1723 

Whitlock,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New-Jer- 
sey Militia, 1624 

Whitney,  Sergeant,  the  death  of,  in  Canada,  -         -     430 
Whitney,  William,  promotion  of,  by  Connecticut,      -  1225 
Whitten,  Ebenezer,  Jun.,  appointed  Captain  of  Con- 
necticut Militia, 873 

Whitten,  Samuel,  action  of  New- York  Congress  in 

case  of, 1160 

Whitworth,  Sir  Charles,  Chairman  of  Committee  of 

the  Whole, 104,  158 

Resolutions  reported  by,  -  -  -  288,  315 
Wickes,  Captain  Lambert,  Orders  to,  from  the  Secret 

Committee,  -         -         .         .         .     733 

W?cfce«,  Z/ieu<enan<,  killed  on  Cape-May,  -  -  1132 
W?e6ert,  ^.  F.,  Engineer,   -         -        -        -1134,1193 

(See  Weibert.) 
Wiggksworth,  Captain,  appointed  to  the  look-out  ves- 
sel,      553 

Wikoff,  Oake,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  New- 
Jersey  Militia, 1652 

Wilbur,  William,  recommended  as  Master  of  galley 

Shark, 829 

He  receives  the  appointment,  -  -  .  970 
Wilkes,  (Lord  Mayor  of  London,)  opposes  Address,  21 
Supports  Alderman  Oliver's  Motion,  -  -  240 
Lord  North's  jeu  (P esprit  upon,  -  -  -  243 
Is  a  Candidate  for  Chamberlainship  of  Lon- 
don,   509 

Wilkie,  John,  Estate  of,  ordered  for  sale  by  Virginia 

Convention,         .        -         .         .        .  1515 
Wilkinson,  Captain,  Letter  from,  to  Gen.  Greene,  566,  741 
Wilkinson,  William,  return  from,  of  Company  enrol- 
ment,   1462 

Wilkinson,  William,  North-Carolina  repays  advances 

to, 1449 

Win,  Negro,  an  Order  for  the  apprehension  of,         -  1375 
Is  taken  and  committed  to  Jail,  -         -         -  1414 
WiUet,  John,  Proceedings  of  New- York  Committee 

in  case  of,  -        -         -         -         -        -  1 169 

Gives  his  bond  to  the  Committee,  -  -  1170 
WiUets,  Samuel,  ordered  by  North-Carolina  to  give 

hond, 1448 

WiUey,  John,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut  Mi- 

I't'a, 873 


JVilliakc,  Elias,  appointed  a  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia,        - 1470 

WiUiake,  Tlieobald,  appointed  Ensign  of  Maryland 

Militia, 1470 

Wt'/Ziam,  "  the  glorious  Deliverer,"         -         -         -  15 
William  III.,  conduct  of,  held  up  as  an  example,      -  42 
Williams,  John,  examined  in  the  case  of  Frost,         -  437 
Excuse  of,  for  not  attending  New- York  Con- 
gress,             1353 

Williams,  John,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia,    873 

Williams,  IVilliam,  Clerk  to  Connecticut  Committee 

of  Safety, 651 

Williams,  Lieutenant  Thomas,  cashiered   by  Court- 

Martial, 759 

fi^lliams,  Nathaniel,  asks  to  confer  with  a  prisoner,-  1350 
Williams,  Joseph,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  North- 
Carolina  Militia,  -----  1445 
Williams,  William,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  North- 
Carolina  Militia,  -----  1445 
IVilliams,  Otho  II.,  elected  Colonel  of  Maryland  Fly- 
ing-Camp,    1490 

Appointed  by  Congress  Major  of  Rifles,       -  1724 
Williamshurgh,  Va.,  the  Press  free  at,  -         -         -  242 
Council  of  War  determine  to  fortify,    -         -  407 
News  received  at,  of  Lee's  operations,          -  1017 
Virginia  Convention  meet  at,      -         -         -  1509 
Williamson,  Cornelius,  declared  an  enemy  by  New- 
York,          523 

Petition  from,  to  New- Jersey  Convention,    -  1645 
IVilliamstown,  Mass.,  Vote  of,  on  Independence,     -  705 
Willson,  Thomas,  appointed  Captain  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia, -         -         -         -         .         .         .  1466 
Wilmer,  Lambert,  appointed  Ensign  of  Maryland  Mi- 
litia,    1140 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  Extract  of  a  Letter  dated,         -  432 

Committee  of  Safety  meet  at,    -         -         -  1443 

List  of  Brigade  Officers  in,         -         -         -  1447 

Wilson,  William,  Indian  Interpreter,       -         .         -  542 

Wilson,  Abner,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

JVilson,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland  Mi- 

htiai  -         - 1140 

Wilson,  Robert,  appointed  Surgeon  of  North-Caro- 
lina Militia, 1446 

Wilson,  Andrew,  put  under  parole  in  North-Caro- 
lina,    1450 

Wilson,  Peter,  (soldier,)  extra  pay  allowed  to  by  Vir- 
ginia,          ......  1587 

?F^7<«,  Petition  from  Inhabitants  of,         -         -        71,170 
Englishmen  excluded  from  Gallery,  on  debate 

of, 171 

Winans,  William,  appointed  Surgeon  of  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1645, 1652 

Winchendon,  Mass.,  Vote  of,  on  Independence,       -  706 
Winchester,  Jacob,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, 1476 

Windmill  Point,  Enemy  discovered  off,           -         -  605 
Winds,  Colonel  IVilliam,  Letter  from,  to  President  of 

Congress,    ------  503 

Is  ordered  to  Onion  River,          .         -         -  1219 
Wine,  an  account  of,  exported  to  Nova-Scotia,         -  65 
Wing,  Samuel,  appointed  Ensign  of  Connecticut  Mi- 
litia, -------  873 

Wingate,  Edward,  appointed  Captain  of  North-Ca- 
rolina Militia,        -----  1446 

Winter,  Joseph,  Secretary  to  the  New-York  Commit- 
tee,     479,822 

His  testimony  in  relation  to  sale  of  Tea,       -  1361 

Wise,  Captain  of  the  Nancy,  recalled  to  Port,          -  420 

Wisner,  Henry,  Letter  to,  from  Indian  Chiefs,         -  710 

Letter  from,  to  New- York  Congress,  -         -  1212 

Witherspoon,  Rev.  Dr.,  opens  New-Jersey  Congress 

with  Prayer,         -----  1616 
Wolcott,  Erastus,  appointed  Colonel  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 871 

Wolcott,  Simon,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia,        - 873 

Wolf,  Ilcnry,  disaffected  papers  addressed  to,  -         -  608 

Copy  of  Rankin's  Letter  to,       -         -         -  622 

Examination  of  the  Letter  to,     -        -        -  624 
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Wolfe,  the  friend  of  Colonel  Barre,       -         -         -       40 
The  Spirit  of,  invoked,      -         -         -         -       41 
Wolfe,  George,  is  reprehended  by  a  Committee,      -     562 
Woheley,   Colonel  Charles,  seconds  Mr.   Luttrell's 

Motion, 142 

Women,  Americans  charged  with  tarring  and  feather- 
ing,     220 

Wood,  Richard,  appointed  Ensign  of  New-Yoric  Mi- 
litia,   1316 

Wood,  Wilhcr,  and  others,  complaints  of,  redressed,     1423 
Wood,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  North-Caroli- 
na Militia, 1454 

Woodford,  Colonel,  Extract  of  a  Letter  from,          -     540 
Woodhull,  Nathaniel,  Letter  to,  from  Abraham  Liv- 
ingston,      ..--..     397 
President  of  New-York  Congress,  615,  762,  1310 
Letter  to,  from  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,    -         -     684 
Letter  from,  to  President  of  Congress,          -  1380 
Woodhull,  John,  Chairman  of  Brookhaven  Commit- 
tee,     569 

Woodhull,  Benjamin,  Deposition  of,        -         -         -     572 
Woodhull,   Colonel  Jesse,  Light-Horse  attached  to 

Regiment  of,        -         -         -         -         -     585 
Woodhull,  Ebenezer,  appointed  Captain  of  New- York 

Militia, -  1359 

Woodruff,  Dr.,  Senior  Surgeon  of  Canada  Hospital,     493 
Appointed  Surgeon  of  Ritzema's  Regiment,    1355 
Woods,  Major,  secures  the  Batteaus  at  Three  Rivere,  1037 
Woodward,    Captain  Nathaniel,  complains  against 

John  Moore,         -----     584 

Woodward,  Benjamin,  Order  for  arrest  of,  by  Virgi- 
nia Convention,    -         -         -         -         - 

Woodward,  T.  L.,  gives  Bond  to  New-Jersey, 

Fine  imposed  upon,  -         -         -         - 

Woodward,  Anthony,  joined  the  enemy  in  New -Jer- 
sey,   ------- 

Woodward,  Joseph,  Committee  report  to  Congress  on 

Letter  of,    - 
Wool,  the  price  of,  regulated  in  New-Jersey,  - 
Wool,  Captain,  appointment  of,  approved  by  .\rnold. 
Wool,  Jeremiah,  examined  before  New- York  Con- 
gress,  

Is  again  admitted  before  them  by  request,     - 
Is  ordered  to  put  sundry  prisoners  in  Irons,  - 
Wool,  Isaac,  appointed  Captain  by  Congress, 
Wooldridge,  Mr.,  sole  objecter  to  Stafford  Address, 
Wooley,  Thomas,  Proceedings  of  the  New- York  Con- 
gress on  Petition  of,       - 
Woollen  Cloth,  Order  of  New- York  Congress  for  pro- 
curing,        ------ 

Woolscy,  George,  elected  Ensign  of  Maryland  Militia, 
Appointed  by  Baltimore  Committee  Collec- 
tor of  Fines,  &;c.,  .         -         -         - 
Woolsey,   William,  appointed  Captain  of  schooner 
Harlequin,  ------ 

Woostcr,  General  David,  expected  arrival  of,  at  Mon- 
treal, ------ 

Leaves  Sorel  for  Chambly,         -         -         - 
Letter  to,  from  Theodore  Sedgwick,    - 
The  recall  of,  from  Canada,  advised,  -         - 
Sends  Lieutenant  McLean  to  Albany  in  irons. 
His  movements  not  known  to  Schuyler, 
Arrives  at  St.  Johns  on  his  way  home. 
Congress  recall  him  from  Canada, 
Washington  orders  him  to  Head-Quarters,    - 
Schuyler  receives  a  Return  from. 
His  arrival  at  Head-Quarters  reported  to  Con- 
gress, ------ 

Letter  from  his  Lady  to  Go vernour  Trumbull, 

Is  permitted  to  wait  on  Congress, 

Leave  granted  him  to  return  to  his  family,     - 

Asks  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct. 

Congress  direct  that  he  be  permitted  to  return 

home,          "'""."" 
Wootten,  Samuel,  information  lodged  against,  - 
Worcester,  Md.,  Letter  to  Committee  of,  from  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,        -         -         -     618,  973, 
Judges  of  Election  appointed  for, 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Proceedings  in  Committee  of, 
Wormeley,  Ralph,  ordered  before  Virginia  Conven- 
tion,   -         " 
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Wormeley,  Ralph,  Petition  from,  to  the  Convention,  1520 
Required  to  enter  into  Bonds,     -         -         -  1523 
Worthington,  W7//fam,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel 

of  Connecticut  Militia,  -         -         -         -     871 
Worthington,  Brice,  Chairman   of  Anne   Arundel 

County  (Maryland)  Meeting,  -         -  1094 

Wounded,  Congress  appoint  a  Committee  to  consider 

provision  for,        -         -         -         -         -  1718 
Wrentham,  Mass.,  instruct  Representatives  to  vote  for 

Independence,      -----     ggg 
Wright,  Sir  James,  a  wise  answer  of,  quoted,  -         9 

Wright,  Solomon,  Chairman  of  Queen  Anne's  Coun- 
ty (Maryland)  Committee,     -         -         -     833 
Wright,  Job,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 873 

Wright,  Jacob,  exempted  from  fine  by  Maryland,  -  1464 
Wright,  James,  appointed  a  Lieutenant  of  Maryland 

Militia, 1483 

Wright,  Lieutenant  Jonathan,  Trial  of,  ordered  by 

Maryland, 1484 

Wrong,  "  the  King  can  do  no,"  -  -  -  -  83 
Wrottesley,  Sir  John,  information  given  to,  -  -  153 
Wycombe,  (See  Shelbume.) 

fVyllys,  George,  Secretary  to  Connecticut  Assembly,  551 
Wyllys,  Hezekiah,  appointed  Captain  of  Connecticut 

Militia, 874 

Wynkoop,  Colonel,  Regiment  of,  imperfect,  -  -  502 
Supposed  strength  of,  given,  -  -  -  566 
Washington  notices  the  deficiency  of,  -  -  769 
Schuyler's  explanation  concerning,  -  -  910 
Return  of  his  Regiment,  -  -  -  -  915 
Letter  from,  to  Schuyler,  -  -  -  -  1058 
Wynkoop,  Captain  Cornelius,  Letter  from,  to  Schuy- 
ler,      942 

Yankee-Hero,  capture  of  the  Privateer,  -         -     746 

British  account  of  the  capture  of,  -  -  748 
Yankees,  Enemy's  opinion  of,  at  Sullivan's  Island,  -  1206 
Yard,  Isaiah,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  New-Jersey 

Militia, 1624 

Yarmouth,  (Nova-Scotia,)  friendly  disposition  of,  -  441 
Yates,  Abraham,  Chairman  of  Albany  Committee,  573, 762 
Yates,  Robert,  Letter  from,  to  V.  P.  Douw,  -  -  574 
Yates,  JoA?i,  examination  of,  by  New- York  Committee,  1 171 
Yates,  Jaspar,  appointed  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs,   1732 

Yeas  and  Noes,  on — 

Amending  Address,  t         -         -         -  46,  60 

Call  of  the  Previous  Question,    67,  1 17,  185,  247 
Second  reading  of  Militia  Bill,  -         -         - 
Final  passage  of  Militia  Bill,      .         -         - 
Colonel  Barre's  Motion  for  Returns,   - 
Motion  to  amend  Bill  of  Indemnity,    - 
Lord  Barrington's  first  Resolution, 
Leave  to  Lord  North  to  bring  in  his  Bill,     - 
Committing  the  same,       -         .         -         - 
Motion  to  divide  the  same,  -         -         . 

Lord  North's  Motion  for  a  second  reading,   - 
Final  passage  of  the  same,  ... 

Alderman  Oliver's  Motion,         -         -         - 
Mr.  Hartley's  Motion  for  an  Address,  - 
Mr.  Townshend's  Motion,  -         -         . 

Mr.  Fox's  Motion  for  Inquiry,    -         -         - 
Motion  to  refer  the  German  Treaties,  - 
Resolutions  for  Supplies,   -         -         -         - 

Mr.  Luttrell's  Motion  on  the  Navy,     - 
General  Conway's  Motion  for  Howe's  Instruc- 
tions, ------ 

Yeldcll,  William,  ordered  by  Maryland  to  give  bond, 
Yonge,  Sir  George,  moves  amendment  to  Address,   - 
Moves  amendment  to  the  Nova-Scotia  Reso- 
lutions,       ------ 

Explains  the  Devonshire  Address, 

Opposes  the  Militia  Bill,  -         -         -         - 

Supports  Mr.  Luttrell's  Motion,  - 
Opposes  Lord  North's  Bill, 
Seconds  Mr.  Townshend's  Motion,      - 
Supports  Colonel  Barre's  Motion, 
York  River,  Dunmore  passes  the  mouth  of,    - 
York,  (Pennsylvania.)  Letter  from  Committee  of,  to 
Philadelphia  Committee,        *.        "         " 
Resolves  of,  on  forming  Convention,   - 
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1856 


Young,  Hugh,  Correspondence  of,  with  the  Maryland 

Council  of  Safety,         -        -         -      420, 669 
Elected  Lieutenant  of  Militia,    -         -         -     58.3 

Young,  Captain,  evacuates  Fort  St.  Anne,  -  -  591 
Is  ordered  to  Sorel  for  trial,         .         .         -     924 

Youngt,  Israel,  his  examination  by  a  Committee,     -   11 77 
Is  brought  before  New- York  Congress  and  ex- 
amined,      ------  1.306 

Captain  Wool's  testimony  against,  -  -  1300 
He  petitions  to  be  discharged,  -  -  -  1335 
Is  ordered  to  be  put  in  irons,  -  -  -  1343 
His  wife  is  permitted  to  visit  him,  -  -  1348 
His  sister  is  permitted  to  visit  him,       -         -  1385 

Youngs,  Isaac,  Captain  Wool's  testimony  against,  -  1300 
Is  examined  by  New- York  Congress,  -  -  1305 
He  petitions  to  be  discharged,  -  -  -  1335 
Is  ordered  to  be  put  in  irons,  -  -  -  1343 
His  sister  is  allowed  to  visit  him,  -  -  1385 
He  petitions  to  be  released  from  irons,  -         -  1394 


Youngs,  Philip,  examined  before  the  New- York  Con- 
gress,            1307 

Ordered  to  be  arrested,      -         -         -         .  1354 

Is  arrested  and  committed  to  Jail,        -         -  1357 

He  petitions  to  be  discharged,    -         -         .  1360 

His  Petition  is  rejected,     -         -         -         .  1374 

Is  discharged  as  innocent,           -         -         -  1412 

Youngs,  George,  is  permitted  to  sec  his  sons  in  Jail,  1353, 

1357,  1404 
YuiUe,  Thomas,  proclaimed  by  Virginia  disaffected,  -  984 
Zabriskie,  John,  resigns  his  Colonelcy  in  New-Jersey,  1622 
Zanck,  Jacob,  sentenced  by  Court-Martial  to  ask  par- 
don,    891 

Zedttviiz,  Colonel,  charge  of,  against  Captain  Copp  not 

sustained,    ------  969 

Zcigler,  Lieutenant  Zanck  sentenced  to  ask  pardon 

of, 891 

Zerbst,  F.  L.  W.  de.  Privy  Counsellor  of  Waldeck,  -  356 

Zubly,  Rev.  Mr.,  John  Adams  refers  to  opinions  of,  -  1 194 
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